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APPROPRIATIONS, &c. 


Report of the Clerk of the House of Representatives of 
the United States, in compliance with the act to unu- 
thorize the appointment. of additional. paymusterss 

_ and for other purposes, passed July 4, 1836.. =< 
OFFICE oF THE House OF REPRESENTATIVES 
or THE Unrren States, November 22, 1850. 
“In obedience to the sixth section of the “ act tò authorize 
the appointment of additional paymasters, ‘and for other 
purposes,” passed July.4, 1836, which requires: “ the Sec- 
retary of the Senate and Clerk of the House of Representa- 
tives, as soon as may be after the close ofeach session of 
Congress, to publish a statement of all appropriations made 
during the session ; and also a statement of the new offices 
created, and the salaries of each ; and also a statement of 
the offices the salaries of which are increased, and the 
amount of such increase,” the Clerk of the House of Rep- 
resentatives submits the accompanying statements. 
RICHARD M. YOUNG, 
Clerk House of Reps. U. 8. 


STATEMENTS SHOWING 
First—Appropriations made during the first session of the 
Thirty-first Congress. 
Second_—Offices created, and the salaries thereof. 
Third—The offices the salaries of which have been in- 


creased, with the amount of such increase during the || 


same period. 


Novemser 12, 1850.—Prepared by the Secretary of 
the Senate and Clerk of the House of Representa- 
tives, in pursuance of 
July 4, 1836, ‘to authorize the appointment of ad 
ditional paymasters, and for other purposes. 

Ry the act to carry into effect the convention between the 
United States and the'Emperor of Brazil, of the twenty- 
seventh day of January, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and forty-nine: 

To the commissioner, 

To the clerk, 


3,000 00 
2,690 00 


eommnission 


For the contin 


gent expenses of the 
[indefinite] =  - 7 7 - -~ 5,000 60 


By the act to supply deficiencies in the appropriations 
‘for the service of the fiscal year ending the thirtieth 
of June, one thousand eight hundred and fifty. 


Treasury Depariment. 
In the office of the Secretary of the Treasury: 
For salary of the Assistant Seeretary of the Treas 
ury, from the twelfth of March, cightecn hun- 
dyed and forty-nine, to the thirtieth of June, 
eighteen hundred and fifty, and for the clerk 
in aid of said Assistant Secretary from the third 
of March, eighteen hundred and forty-nine, to 
? June, cighteen hundred and 


the thirticth of 
fifty. - - a p 
In the office of the Commissioner of Customs: 

For salary of the Commissioner of Customs, 
from the seventeenth of March, eighteen hun- 
dred and forty-nine, to the thirticth of June, 
eighteen hundred and fifty, =~ = = 

For salary of chief clerk in the oflice of the Com- 
missioner of Customs, from the first of July, 
eighteen hundredand forty-nine, to the thirtieth 
of June, eighteen hundred and fifty, - - 

For salaries of five additional clerks in the office 
af the Commissioner of Customs, from the first 
October, eighteen hundred and forty-uine, to 
the thirtieth of June, eightcen hundred and fifty, 

For contingent expenses of the office of the Com- 
missioner of Customs, ~ - 
In the office of the First Comptroller: 

For salary of one messenger in the office of the 
First Comptroller, from the first of July, eigh- 
teen hundred and forty-nine, to the thirtieth: of 
June, eighteen hundred and fifty, - 
In the Register’s office: 

For contingent expenses of the office of the Re- 
gister of the Treasury, being an amount due to 
4. C. MeGuire for printing, ruling, and bind- 
ing books and abstracts for statements of the 
commerce and navigation, blank enrollments 
and licenses, ledgers, and other books, under 
the act of the third of March, eighteen hundred 
and forty-nine, in relation to the advances to 
collectors and receivers of public moneys, and 
the settlement incident thereto, and for desks 
and other furniture, - - - 
In the office of Second Auditor : i i 

For amount required to meet outstanding claims 
for contingent expenses incarred in eighteen 
hundred and forty-eight by the Second Auditor 
of the Treasury in fitting up his office, ~ 

For deficiency of appropriation for the contingent 
expenses of the southeast executive building for 
the fiseal year ending the 30th June, cighteen 
hundred and forty-eight, - - - 

For deficiency in the appropriation for the con- 

tingent expenses of the southeast executive 
building for the fiseal year ending Mhe Bth of 
June, eighteen hundred and forty-nine, ~- 

For deficiency in the appropriation for the con- 
tingent expenses of the southeast executive 
building for the fiseal year ending the thirtieth 
of June, eighteen hundred and fifty, 


Department of the Interior. 
In the office of the Secretary of the Interior: 
Foy salary of the Secretary of the Interior from 
the ninth of March, cighteen hundred and forty- 
nine, to the thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred 


and fifty, 


760 06 


ae 3,546 2 


the sixth section of the act of : 


3,750.00 | 
1,000 08 ; 


1,695 85 5 


For salaries of the chief clerk and other cleri 


nine, to the thirtieth of June, eighteen 
and fifty, - Spee 
For salary of messenger and laborer in the office 


“of June, eighteen hundred and forty-nine, - 
For salaries of messengers and laborers in the 
Office of the Secretary of the Interior from the 
first of July, eighteen bundred and forty-nine, 
to the thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and 


For books, stationery, furniture, fucl, and other 
contingencies of the office of the Secretary of 
the Interior for the fiscal year ending the thir- 
tieth of June, cightcen hundred and fifty, 


retary of the Interior for the fiscal year ending 
the thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and fÈ 
ty, SRS: = 
In the office of the Commissioner of Pensions: 
| For compensation to temporary clerks employed 
ii in the office of the Commissienerof Pensions, 
|} from the first of July, eighteen hundred and 
! forty-nine, to the thirtieth June, eighteen hun- 
dred and fifty, - 
For compensation ofnine extra clerks, employed 
under the act of August, cighteen hundred and 
forty-two, during the session of Congress, in 
the Third Auditor’s office, and for contingen- 
cies incident thereto, 


tingent expenses of the office of the First Aud- 
itor of the Treasury, for the fiscal year ending 
June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and fifty, 


H 
ii 


1i 
H 


War Department. 


i 
t In the office of the Surgeon General: 
| For arrearages in the office of the Surgeon Gen- 


eral for 
XpCcr 


iture, 
: fni ry reconnoissance in Tex- 
io as, including examination of a new route from 
i San Antonio, Texas, to El Paso, in New 
Mexico, made in the year one thousand eight 
hundred anā forty-nine, - 


4 

a Post Office Department. 

ii For compensation to temporary clerks employed 
| upon the current business of the Post Office 


Department, for the Gscal year ending the 
thirticth of Juse, eighteen hundred and fifty, - 
Territorial Government. 
nt expenses of the Territory of Min- 


For conti 


wiation for the sa! 
Judges, and Secre- 
or the present fiscal 


n the la: xropriation to de- 
3 of the Government of the 
nesota, ~ - 
se with Foreign Nations. 

o Minister resident at Constanti- 


. 


For outit of t 
nope, 

i! For outfit ofa Chargé 
i For one year’s sal 
to Chili, - - 
For outfit of the Mini to Prussi 
Bor ontftof Chargé PAfeircs to Austria, - 


WAaires to Naples, 


ary of a Secretary of Legation 


Miscellaneous. 
uses of pauper imatics in the 
al at Baltimore, 


Mary- 


ph Bryan, as 
n pursuance 
» Secretary of 


; by direction of th 

SUry, = $ 5 

For continuing the construction 
house at New Orie i 
ending the thirtieth of J 
and fifty, - 

To complete 
Eastport, Maine, A 
architect, for the fiscal y 
tieth of June, eighteen hur 

For repairs of the 

ir 


he custom- 
fiscal year 
steen hundred 


Ort 


the erection of a custom-heuse at 
nd for compensation of 
ading the thir- 
and fifty, 
New Bedford, 
r ending the 
tand Hit 
wing of the 
. according to the ori- 
the west wingin a state 


Al plan, and plac’ 
curity. - 
enses of running and ma the bound- 

f: ted ï and Mexi- 
s of tbe officers and 


Fore 

ary line between the Uni 
; co and paying the 
J| mea ofthe commission, - - 
To provide for unforeseen exper in the survey 

of the western cogst of the United States, al- 
ommmenced, - 
f and protection of American seamen in 
m Leun 
the appropri 


tion heretofore made for 
the contingent expenses of the Treasury office. 
To provide for the rewo val and subsistence of the 
Seminole Indians, now in Florida, west of the 
Ho Mississippi, = 2 Žž s - 
i For deficiency in the appropriation for the pay- 
ment of pensions for the fiscal year ending the 
thirtieth of June, 
| For continuing the pavement of the avenue 
around the Capitol grounds, ~- i 
For deficiency in the appro sriation for the Mint 
of me United States at Philadelphia, for-tho 
fiscal year ending the thirtieth Jane, eighteen 
primdred and fifty, -~ = 


the office of the Secretary of tee Interior, from 
_thé ninth of March, cighteen hundred and forty- ` 
hundred. 


of the Sceretary-of the Interior to the thirtieth ` 


For library, maps, &c., for the office of the Sec- ` 


For deficiency in the appropriation for the con- _ 


~ 100,000 00 i 
4 


250,000 00 


eighteen hundred and fifty, 560,000 00 


eighteen hundred.and fifty, 


| Tó supply the deficiency-in former appro) 
| for storehouse number nineteen, and: 
: > K. wail across timber dock, digging. ot 
4 dock, and for repairs at the Norfolk navy-yard, 
5,000.00 |) For deficiency in the appropriation sor the pre: 


t ent fiscal year for lighting the Capitol and 
i . Capitol grounds, Pennsylvania aventc, an 
the President’s House, = us 
For the management of Tndian affairs in Orégon > 
Territory, to supply the deficiency, in. the ap-.: 
propriation made by the law of fourteenth Au- 
gust, eighteen bundred and forty-cight, - a 
ly a deficiency in the appropriation. for 
the contingent expenses of the House‘of Rep- . ° 
resentatives for printing, binding, aud engrav- 
ing, and other miscellancous expenses for the Rete 
250.00 


_ 199 


atives to pay for one thousand sets 
tinuation of the Statutes at Large, printed by 


S r: tng, : 
branch mint at New Orleans, the present fiscal sie 
: = PE A 5 = 15,000 00. 


i 
ji year, 


is 


nine, - oe wes 
a For the ‘compensation of two watchmen to be 
ii employed im preserving the public grounds 
3,967.17 |) about the Capitol, - - - - 
l! Bor the removal of the public grcen-house and. . 
the botanical collection thereat to some suit- 
able site on the public grounds, and for the 
erection of such. other green-house ag may 
be deemed necessary by the Joint Committe on . 
the Library, = Ve aat 
For continuing the improvement of the grounds: 
south ofthe Presidents House, and as inci- 
dentally necessary thereto, towards the con- ., 
struction of a culvert on Seventeenth street, 
leading from the grounds attached to the Navy: 
Department building to the Washington canal, 
For completing the improvement of Indiana av- 
enue, in tae city of Washington, from the City 
Wall to the Capitol Hill, - - 


11,972 £2 i 


650 00 


c 


! For continuing the improveme 
i! grounds west of Seventh street, designated as 
; the Mall, - 
| For enclosing with a 


mt of the publi 


substantial wooden fence, 


salary of twelve hundred dollars, and seven) 
clerks each at an annual salary of one thou- : 

i; sand dollars, and one additional watchman at 

1.328 00 ‘| a salary of three hundred and sixty-five dollars. 

ai iio [Indefinite.} : 
3 - $2,547,351 


6,000 00 | grading,and planting with trees, the low grounds `. 
4,500 i! @n the canal, between Third and Sixth streets; 

j ij Far the employment of. twenty-two additional 
2.000 09 || clerksin the Post Office Department, viz: Sey 
9,000 00 j en clerks each at an annual salary of-foņrteen 
42500 00 į hundred dollars, eight clerks each at an annual 

i 


il a 
|) By the dct providing for the taking of the seventh and 
i subsequent censuses of the “United States, and to 
| fa the number of. the “members of the House of 
Representatives, and provide Jor their future ap- 
| portionment among the several States. 
ji For the purpose of covering the expense of trans- 
cen an i? mitting the blanks and other matter through the 
13,780 00 |! imail, to be paid to the Past Office Department, 12,000 09 

i Forthe purpose of carrying into effect this act : 

» and defraying the preliminary cxpenses, # 150,000 00.” 


$162,000 00 


120,00 


845 00 


90,000 00 | 


y the act authorizing the negotiation of treaties with 
the Indian tribes in the Territory of Oregon, for 
the extinguishment of their claims to lands lying 
west of the Cascade Mountains, and for other pur- 
poses. ‘ ; : 

To carry into effect the provisionsof this act, 


iB 


50,000 00 | 
95,000, 60 


15,000 00 ` 

By the act to make further appropriations for public 
buildings inthe Territories of Minnesota und Oregon 

For the erection of penitentiaries, | TE: - 20,000, 80 

|. For the erection of suitable public buildings at i 

the seat of government of the Territory of 

Oregon; ~ BOS. = + ~. 20,000 00 


$40,000 00 


25,000 00 , 
800 00 


|; By the uct to supply a deficiency in the appropriation 
“for the service of the fiscal year ending the thirtieth 
of June, eighteen hundred and fifty. : 

To-supply a deficiency in the appropriation for 

defraying the expense of the Supreme, Cireult, 


«and District Courts of: the United States, inclús 
ding the District of Columbia; also. for jurors 
and witnesses in aid of the funds arising from 
fines; penalties, and. “forfeitures, incurred i in the 
fiscal year ending June thirtieth, eighteen hun- 
dred: and fifty, and previous years, and Tike- ` 
„wise: for defraying. ihe. expenses, of suits in 
which-the United States are concerned, and of 
prosecutions for offences. committed against. . 
the United Statés, and for the safe- -keeping of 
prisoners, |. = 50, 000 00 


By the act for the construction of certain roads. in the 
Territory of Minnesota, and for other purposes. 
For the consttuction of -aroad from Point Doug- 
lass; on thé Mississippi river, via Cottage Grove, 
Stillwater; Marine “Mills, and Falls of St. 
Croix, to ‘the ‘falls‘or rapids of the St. Louis 


river of Lake Superior, = > - - 15,000 00 
For the construction of a road from Point Doug- 
lass, via Cottage’ Grove, Red Rock, St. Paul, 
and Falls of St. Anthony, to Fort Gaines, <+ 10,000, 00 
For the construction of a rodd from the mouth of 
Swan river, or the most available point between 
it and the’ Sauk Rapids, to the Winnebago 
agency at Long Prairie, - 5,000 00 
For the construction of a road from Wabashaw 
to Mendota, ~- - - - - 5,000 00 
For the survey and laying out of a military road 
from Mendota tothe mouth of the big Sioux 
river, on the Missouri, -  - -~ - ~ 5,000 00 
40) 000-00 


By the act making appropriations for the payment of 


navy pensions for the year ending the thirtieth of | 


June, one thousand eight Hundred and fifty-one. 


‘To pay invalid pensions, - - - 40,000 00 
To pay the pensions of invalids who were wound- 

ed on board of private armed vessels durfng the 

last war with Great Britain, - - `=. - 3,000 00 


$43,000 00 


By the act making appropriations for the payment of 
revolutionary and other pensions of the United 
States for the year ending the thirtieth of June, 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one. 

For revolutionary pensions under the act of the 
eighteenth of March, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and eighteen, - - -= - - 47,883 00 

For invalid pensions under various acts, - 

For pensions to widows and orphans, under the 
acts of the fourth of July, eighteen hundred 
and thirty-six, and twenty- “first of J uly, eigh- 
teen hundred and forty-eight, - = -~ 

For pensions to widows under the act of the sev- 
enth of July, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty eight, - - 60,000 00 

For pensions to widows under the | act of the 
-third of March, one en eight hundred 
and forty-three, - - 

For pensions to widows under “the act of the 
seventeenth. of June, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and forty-four, second of February, one 
thousand eight hundred and forty-eight, and 
twenty-ninth of July, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and forty cight, - - - - 

For half-pay pensions to widows and orphans, 
under the act of the sixteenth of March, one 
thousand eight hundred and twelve, and the 
act of the sixteenth of April, one thousand 
eight hundred and sixteen, payable through 
the Third Auditor’s office, = - - - 18,410 00 


360,600 00 


10,000 00 


584,000 00 


$3,370,893 00 

By the act to establish a territorial government for Utah. 
For the purchase of a library, to be kept at the 
seat of government for the use of the Gover- 
nor, Legislative Assembly, Jadges of the Su- 
preme Court, Secretary, Marshal, and Attor- 
ney of said Territory, and such other persons, 
and under such regulations as shall be pre- 

seribed by law, - = - - - 5,000 00 

By the act making appropriations for the support of the 

Military Academy for the year ending the thirtieth 

of June, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one. 
For. pay of officers, instructors, cadets, and mu- 


siclans, - - . os $ = - - 87,435 00 
For commutation of subsistence, - - - 2,263 00 
For forage of office ? ho S, - - = = 864 00 
For clothing for officers’ servants, - - - 30 00 
For repairs, fuel, apparatus, forage for public 

horses and oxen, stationery, printing, and 

other incidental and contin gent expenses, - 28,884 00 
For the increase and expenses of the library, - 1,000 00 
For expenses of the board of visiters, - - 2, 517 47 
For barracks for cadets, -~ - - - - 48 7500 00 
For new mess hall, - . - - - - - 25,000 00 
For hospital for enlisted men, - = - 2,000 00 
For erecting permanent guard-house and com- 

missary store, - - - - - - 3,090 00 


01,494 47 


By the act making appropriations for the service of the 
Post Office Department during the fiscal year ending 
June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and fifty-one. 

For compensation of three Assistant Postmasters 


General, clerks; messengers, assistant messéen- 
gers, and watehmion of said Departnent, -= 96,365 00 


3005000 00 | 


For compensation of the superintendent of the 

post office building, ` : 
For contingent expenses of. said epartment, viz: 

For blank books, binding, stationery, fuel, and 

oil, printing, ‘labor, day watching, and for ar- 
rears of contingencies in the fiscal year unde 

thirtieth of. f June, one thousand eight hundre: 

and fifty, 
For Miseeñanéais items, 
For repairs-of the General Post: t Office building, 

office furniture, painting, glazing, papering, and 

brick work, including sums now due for like 

objects of expenditure, ~ 5,083 00 
For fitting with three-ply carpets sixty rooms in 

the General Post Office building, 
For painting the interior of the General Post 

Office building, including the passages and 

stairways, = 
For compensation of “the ‘Auditor of the Post 

Office Department, and the clerks, messenger, 

and assistant messenger in his office, - 85,800 00 


250 00 


9,292 00 
300.00 


3,500 00 


5,000 00 


| For compensation of ‘fifteen additional clerks, 


four at one thousand four hundred dollars each, 

four at one thousand two hundred dollars each, 

and seven at one thousand dollars each, per 

annum, ~- - - 17,400 00 
For contingent expenses of said office, viz: for 

blank books, binding, Stationery, labor, printing 

blanks and circulars, 
For miscellaneous items, 
For additional compensation to two night watch- 

men in the General Post Oftice building from 

first July, eighteen hundred and forty-nine, to 

June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and fifty-one, 

so as to place them on the same footing as the 

watchmen in the other executive buildings, and 

to correct an error in the act making appropri- 

ations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of 

Government for the year commencing first July, 

eighteen hundred and forty-nine, whereby one 

hundred and thirty dollars was appropriated for 

the ‘‘ messenger” instead of the two watch- 

men in the Post Office Department, (acts sec- 

ond session, 30th Congress, page 62,)  - 260 00 
For transport ation of the mails, including the ser- 

vice in California and Oregon, 2,950,000 00 
For transportation of the mails in two steamships 

from New York, by Southampton, to Bremen, 

at one hundred thousand dollars for each ship, 

under the contract with the Ocean Steam Nav- 

igation Company of New York; and for trans- 

portation by two ships, under the same con- 

tract, from New York to Havre, at seventy-five 

thousand dollars each, in addition to unex- 

pended balance of former appropriations, - 66,667 00 
For transportation of the mails between Charles- 

ton and Havana, by way of Key West, calling 

at Savannah, under the contract with M. C. 

Mordecai, - 50,000 00 
For transportation of the mails across the Tsth- 

musof Panama, - - 35,000 00 
For compensation to postmasters, 1,450,000 00 
For ship, steamboat, and way Joneri - 45,000 00 
For wrapping paper, - - 24,000 00 
For office furniture in the post offices, 8 3000 00 
For advertising, - - - 65, 7000 00 
For mail bags, - - 25,000 00 
For blanks, - = - 98,000 00 
For mail locks, keys, and stamps, - 10,000 00 
For mail depredations and special agents, - 30,000 00 
For clerks for offices, (in the post offices,) 340,000 00 
For miscellaneous, - - - - 70, 000 00 
For publishing new editions of the ‘post office 

laws and regulations, and of the table of post 

offices, -~ - 
For the payment ‘of all such balances ; as have or 

may hereafter become due to the General Post 

Office of London, upon the adjustment of the 

quarterly accounts arising out of the Postal 

Convention, concluded December fifteenth, 

cighteen hundred and forty-eight, between the 

United States and the United Kingdom of Great 

Britain and Ireland.—(Indefinite. ] 


5,700,00 
1,000 00 


Testo! BTS ho aS Ga 


8,500 00 


$5,135,617 00 


By the act to provide for carrying into execution, in | 


further part, the twelfth article of the treaty with 
Mexico concluded at Guadalupe Hidalgo. 


For the payment of the instalment and interest 
which will fall due on the. thirtieth of May, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-one, under the 
twelfth article of the treaty between the United 
States and Mexico, made and concluded at 
Guadalupe Hidalgo, on the second of February, 
eighteen hundred and forty-eight, 860,000 00 00 


By y the act to supply a deficiency in the appropriution 


for pay and mileage of’ members of Congress for the 
present session. 


For the payment of mileage and per diem of Sen- 

ators, members of the House of Representatives, 

and Delegates in Congress at the present ses- 

sion, - is 7 - - 160,000 00 
For additional expense of stationery for members 

of the House of Representatives during the 


present session, - - 2,330 00 
For the contingent PRpEnEES sof the House of R t Rep- ? 
resentatives, ~ ~ 50,000 00 


And that Hugh N. Smith and Amon W. Bab- 
bit, late claimants for seatsin the House of Rep- 
resentatives from New Mexico and Utah, be 

allowed their per diem of five dollars, from he 
day of their arrival in Washington to the day 
when their claim tò a seat Was rejected by a 


. 


vote of the House sof Representatives; and also 
the sum of two-thousand dollars each for their 
mnileage.—[Indefinite.] 


$212,330.00 


By the act making dppropriations for light-houses, 
light-boats, buoys, §c., and providing for the eree- 
tion and establishment of the same, and for other 


purposes. wh iss 
f In Maine.. 

For a buoy on a ledge . about one league east of 
Boon Island, 

For dumb beacons on Drunken and, Fidler’s 
ledges, at:the mouth of the thoroughfare be- 
tween Northhaven and Vinalhaven, - 

For a light-house on Black Saddleback Island, in 
the county of Hancock, 

In New Hampshire. 

For a beacon and buoys at the mouth of Little 
Harbor, near Portsmouth, 

For a beacon on Logy’s ledge, in Piseataqua 
river, 


150 00. 


1,000 00 
4,000 00 


2,500 00 
500 00 


In Massachusetts. 
For a dwelling-house for the keeper of the bea- 
con light at Hyannis, 
For a spar buoy on the middle ground off Chat- 
ham, one on the east end of Monomoy Rip; 
one on Schooner Bar; one at Powder Hole 
Harbor; and one at Stone Horse Shoal, near 
Pollock Rip, . - ~ = 
For one spar buoy at the north andi one at the 
south end of a ledge called Muskeget Rocks, 
one on the northwest end of the Horseshoe, 
one at Hyannis, one on the Sturgeon Flat, one 
off Stony Point, and one on. Biankenship’s 
Rock, in the Edgartown district, -~ - 
For a light-house on Egg Rock, near Nahant, os 
Fora fog signal, to be placed at the outer light- 
house in Boston Bay, - 


800 00 


400 00 


560. 00 
5,000 00 


3,000 00 


$17,910 60 


For spar buoys at the entrance of Lynn Harbor, 
viz: one on the Dolphin Rock, one on the Lib- 
bey Rock, one on Sawney’s Rock, one on the 
northeast. and one on_ the southwest of Pig 
Rocks, one on Old Harry Rock, and one on in 

560 00 


Lobster Rock, - - 
For the completion of the causeway from the. shore 
to the light-house at Edgartown, - - 4,000 00 
For buoys or beacons at the harbor of f Newbury- 
port, - - 500 00 
For alight- house ¢ on the breakwater at Rds river, 4,000 00 
For a beacon on Bird Island, and_one on the 
False Spit, and a buoy on State Ledge, near 
the lower middle in the harbor of Boston, - 2,900 00 
i| For beacons on Back Rock, Harbor Rock, and 
Five Pound Island ‘Point,’ in the harbor of 
Gloucester, - - 1,500 00 
For the erection of a beacon and placing buoys 
at the mouth ofand in Essex river, in Ipswich 
Bay, - =- 750 00 
For a light-house upon a reef of; rocks called the 
Sow and Pigs, off the Island of Cuttyhimk, in 
place of the light-boat stationed off said reef, 
and the light- -house.on said Island, - - + 30,000 00 
In Rhode Island. 
For a light-house on Sandy’ Point, Prudence 
Island, - - - - 38,500 00 
For a spar buoy on the middle ground shoal, 
Dutch Island Harbor, in Narragansett Bav, - 40,00 
For a buoy upon a rock near Coal Mine Wharf, 
on the Island of Rhode Island, - - - 100 00 
In Connecticut. 
Far a can buoy on Pea Field’s Reef, off Plack 
Rock Harbor, - - -~ 100 00 
For a beacon light on Bridgeport. bar, - + 3,500 06 
In New York. 
For four spar buoys in Greenport Harbor, - - 300 00 
For two beacon lights near Fort Hamilton, as a 
range to guide vessels from the Southwest Spit 
to the Narrows, - - 4,000 00 
For seven can buoys in Niagara river, between 
Horse Shoe Reef and Grand Island, - -> 4,000 00 
For the erection of a beacon on the southeast 
part of Romer Shoal, - - - 30,000 00 
For a spar buoy on ‘Glover’s Reef, near Port 
Chester, Long Island Sound, - - - 70 00 
For a spar bnoy at Cold Spring, Long Island, - 70 00 
For four spar buoys, to be placed in the inlet to 
Fire Island Bay, Long Island. 
In New Jersey. 
For an iron can buoy between” the new and old 
Inlet Shoal, at Little Egg Harbor, - - = 200 00 
For a beacon at the Elbow in Passaic river, and 
for four spar buoys in said river, -~ 400 00 
For a spar buoy on Mill Reef at the entrance of 
the Kills, and a beacon at the Corner Stake 
near Elizabethtown Point, - `- = 400 00 
For a light-house on Conaskonk Point, - - 4,500 00 
In Delaware. 
For a light-house at the entrance of Indian River, 5,000 00 
In Maryland, ‘ 
For a light-house at Seven Foot Knoll, - -~ 10,900 00 


Fora light- boat to be stationed off James Island, 
Tangier Sound, or for a a Hght-house on the 
southwest point of James Island, if the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury shah: decide ‘that it will 
answer the purposes of comiiérce, 


8:000 00 


In Virginia. i 

For two lights on the sonth end of Hog Island as 
a range for the channel of Great Mutchiptingo, 
or on Sand Shoal, as the one or the other upon 


actual survey may be found to be best, -  - 10,000: 00 


For four beacons in James river, viz: one on 
White Shoal, one on Bluvess Bluff Shoal, one: 
on Point Shoal, and-one on Deep Water Shoal, 


In North Carolina. cae 


For buoys in Hatteras Inlet, near the south. break- l 


ers, at the entrance from the ocean, >> =" = 
For buoys at the Cape Channel opposite the Hat- 
teras lighj-house, one at Cates Sloo, and one 
at the Bog Channel opposite Kinnikect, a 


In South Carolina. 
For a small beacon fight on Morris Island, - 
In Mississippi. 
Fora beacon light-house on the pier at Mississip- 
picity, -" ~ - - - 5 = = 
For a light house on the west end of Ship Island, 
being a renewal of an appropriation for this 


purpose made August 14, 1848, - - ~ 12,000 00 
For a light-house at or near Pascagoula river, - 3,000 00 
In Michigan.’ - 


For alight-house on the north w@&t point of Grand 
Traverse bay, - =- - - - - 
For a Jight-house at the Port of Marquette, Lake 
Superior, - - =- - - - =- 
For a light-houseon the point of land about three 
miles east of Sheboygan river in the Straits of 
Mackinaw, -~ - =- - - + á- 
For a light-house at or near the mouth of Eagle 
river, ew ee et lee 
For a light-house on the south shore of Lake Su- 
perior, at Ontaganon,  - =- -= - - 
Tort light-house at Ottawa Point, in Saginaw 
Y; T a iz oe a e c i 
Fora light-house on Beaver Island, Lake Micbi- 
gan, et E ae een) os “te Oe 
In Wisconsin. 


For a light-house at the mouth of Twin rivers, - 
For a light-house at Port Ulao, -~ =- ~- - 
In Texas. 


For a light-house and beacon light at Brasos San- 
tiago, - - - 


For a light-house at Bolivar Point, - - ~- 
Fora light-house at Matagorda island, - -~ 
In Florida. 


For the erection of a light on Sea Horse Key, - 8,000 00 


In Georgia. 


For the purchase of the signal-lightat the Savan- 
nah river, - - - - - - - 
For two dumb beacons to be erected, one on 
Black Oyster Rock, the other on Sugar Loaf, 
in the river Savannah, -. - - - - 


In Louisiana. 
For a light-house at or near the head of the South- 


west Pass of the Mississippi river, - - -~ 1 


In California. 


For a light-house at Alcatras Island ; for a light- 
house at Point Conception, and a fog signal; 
for a light-house on Battery Point, entrance of 
the Bay of San Francisco ; for a light-house at 
San Diego ; foralight-house anda fog signal at 
Monterey, for alight-house at the island of Far- 
alones, off the harbor of San Francisco, anda 
fog signal, and for the transportation, erection, 


and placing the same, - - - = ~ 90,000 00 j 


In: Oregon. 

For alight-house on Cape Disappointment, at the 
mouth of the Columbia river; one on an island 
off Cape Flattery, at the entrance of the Straits 
of Fuca, and one at New Dungenness ; twelve 
iron can buoys in Columbia river, and the 
transportation, erection, and placing of the 
same, ~- - -~ č =- - 

To authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to 
test the use and economy of the calcium light, 

For fog-signals at the light-houses on Execution 
Rocks, Gull Island, Long Island Sound, Bea- 
ver Tail Point, Rhode "Island, and on board 
the light-boat at Bartlett’s Reef, Long Island 
Sound, - 7 - - = - > - 

For life-boats for rendering assistance to wrecked 
mariners and others on the coasts of the United 


States, ~ - - = = 10,000 00 |} 


To purchase a steamer to be employed in the 
eoust survey upon the Pacifie coast, and used, 
if deemed expedient, in designating the sites of 


the several Hght-houses provided for in Cali- 


fornia, - - 150,000 00 | 


To pay the balance duc to M. La Pont, of Paris, 
for the light at Saneoty Head, Nantucket, ~- 


By the act making appropriations for the support of the | 
Army for the year ending the thirtieth of June, one |i 


thousand eight hundred and fifiy-one. 


For pay of the army, - 1,759,842 00 


For commutation of officers’ subsistence, inchi- 
ding the additional rations for commissioned 
officers of ordnance commanding arsenals or 
nrimories being fixed or permannt post of the 
army of the United States, and the additional 
rations for the commissioned officers of engi- 


neers commanding separate and. fixed or per- 


manent posts of the army of the United States, 550,679: 00 


For clothing and camp and garrison equipage. 
i and horse equipments, -= =- -= - =. + 102,871 00 
i For the regular supplies of the Quartermasters 


we = 53,140 00 | 


$591,840 00 | 


For commutation of forage for officers? horses; 

For payments in lieu of clothing for officers’ ser- 
vants, - - - - - Poe 

For expenses of recruiting, eos 


officers, musicians, and privates, on reën- 
listment, - E 


> 


Department, consisting of fuel, forage in kind 
for the authorized number of -officers” horses, 


mules, and oxen of the Quartermaster’s Depart-_ 


ment, at-the several military posts and stations, 
and with the armies. in the field, and for the 


horses for the first and second regiments: of 


dragoons, the eight companies of light artillery, 
and the regiment of mounted riflemen, of straw 
for soldiers’ bedding, and of stationery, inclu- 
ding company and other blank books for the 
army, certificates for discharged soldiers, blank 
forms for the Pay and Quartermaster’s Depart- 
ment, and for. the printing of division and de- 
partment orders and army regulations, `- 


For the incidental expenses of the Quartermas- 


ter’s Department, consisting of postage on Jet- 


_ ters and packets received and sent by.officers on 


public service ; expenses of eourts-martial and 
courts of inquiry, includieg the additional com- 
pensation to judges advocate, recorders, mem- 
bers, and witnesses while on thatservice, under 
the act of March sixteenth, eighteen hundred 
and two; extra pay to soldiers employed iu the 
erection of barracks, quarters, store-houses, 
and hospitals, the construction of roads and 
other constant labor under the direction of the 
Quartermaster’s Pepartment,for periods ofnot 
Jess than ten days, under the act of the second 
of March, eighteen hundred and nineteen; ex- 
penses of expresses to and from the frontier 
posts and armies in the field, of escorts to pay- 
masters, other disbursing officers and trains, 
where military escorts cannot be furnished; 


expense of the interment of non-commissioned 
officers and soldiers, hire of laborers in the 


Quartermaster’s Department, compensation to 
wagon and forage masters, authorized by the 
actof the fifth of July, eighteen hundred and 
thirty-eight; for the appreheusion of deserters, 
and the expenses incident to their pursnit; the 
various expenses necessary to keep the first 
and second regiment of dragoons, the four com- 


panies of light artillery, and the regiment of 


mounted riflemen complete, including the pur- 
chase of traveling forges, blacksraith’s and 
shoeing tools, horse and mule shoes, iron, hire 
of veterinary surgeons, medicines for horses 
and miles, and hire of guides, interpreters, 
and spies, oh i - = a 

For the purchase of horses required for the first 


and second regiments of dragoons, the eight 


companies of light artillery, ang the regiment 


of mounted riflemen, - =- $ 
For constructing, repairing, and enlarging bar- 
racks, quarters, hospitals, store-houses, stables, 


wharves,and ways at the several posts and de- 


péts, for temporary cantonments, gua-bouses 
for the protection of eannon, including the 
necessary tools and materials for the. objects 
enumerated, and for the authorized furniture 
of barrack-rooms of non-commissioned officers 
and soldiers, rent of quarters for officers, bar- 
racks and hospitals for troops when there are 
no public buildings for their accommodation, 
for store-houses for the sake-keeping of military 
stores, and of grounds for summer canton- 
ments and encampments, = - 

For mileage, or the allowance made to officers 
for tbe transportation of themselves and bag- 
gage when traveling on duty without troops, 


To supply deficiency in the appropriation for the 


‘expenses of the visitors to the Military Acad- 
emy at West Point, ~ - = eo a 


| For purebasi ng, walling, and ditching a piece of 


land near the city of Mexico for a cemetery or 
burial ground for such of the officers and sol- 
diers of our army in our late war with Mexico 
as fell in battle or died in and around said 
city, and for the interment of American citi- 
zens who have died or may die in said city, to 
be expended under the direction of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, - - 


baggage of the troops when moving either by 
lang or water ; of clothing, camp, and garrison 
equipage, and horse equipments, from the de- 
pots at Philadelphia and New York to the sev- 
eral posts and army depots; of subsistence, 
from the places of purchase and from the places 
of delivery, under contract, to rch places as 
the cirenmstances of the services may require 
it to be sent; of ordnance, ordnance stores, 
and small arms, from the foundries and the 
armories to the arsenals, fortifications, frontier 
posts, and army depots; freigh tous, and 
ferriages; the purchase and hire of horses, 
wagons, mules, oxen, carts, drays, ships, and 
other sea-going Vessels and boats for the trans- 
portation of supplies; and for garrison pur- 
poses, drayage, and cartage at the several posts; 
hire of teanssters, transportation of funds for 
the pay and other disbursing departments; the 
expenses of sailing public transports ou the va- 
rious rivers, the Gulf of Mexico, and in the At 
lantie and Pacifc, and of procuring. water at 


such post, as, from their situations, require it, 1,2 


For.extra pay to the. commissioned: officers ang. 
ong d men of the army of the United States. 

“serving in Oregon or California, — - “= 325,054.00 
103,776 00 | 


-= 56,616 00 
For three months’ extra pay to non-commissioned: - oe 


suppjesy = >< 

For current expenses of: A 

For manufacture of arms’ at the ‘Rational arm 
ries, Be TREE ee ee 

For: repairs ‘and: improv: 
chinery at:the Harper’: 


of the frontier, inland and Atlantic, a 
For military and geographical surveys west of the © 
Mississippi, ~ =- - eer gtr, 
For čäntinuing the surveys of the northern and: 
northwestern Jakes, - - - -s ~ 
For arréarages prior to the first of July, one thon- 
sand eight hundred and fifteen, under the act 
of the first of May, one thousand ejzht.hun~ 
dred and twenty, payable through the Third > 
Anditor’s office, ~ =: -= = m oe = 2,000 00 
For compensation to a draughtsman employed in ; 
the bnreau of Topographical Engineers on a 
map of the western territory of the United 
States, and of ‘the’ northern part of Mexico, 
which was made under the order of the Senate 


of the United States, - = = = + 1,060 00 
For the ariny subsistence, -~ - - - 608,218, 98 
* "8,895,560, 81 


By the act'making appropriations. for the naval ervice 
for the year ending the thirtieth of June, one 


thau- 
sand, eight hundred and, fifty-one. Hoe 2 Ue 
For pay of commission, warrant, and: petty..offi- 
cers and seamen, including the engineer corps 
of the navy; and that there be paid. by the: 
proper accounting officers to William J. MCAT- 
pine and William P. S. Sanger the same sal- 
ary that was paid to their predecessors as en- 
gineers-in-chief, during the time they severally 
performed such service at the navy- yard, Brook- 
lyn, New York; and that the same amount of . 
salary as is provided for the said Wiiliam J. 
McAlpine and William P. S. Sanger be paid 
to James Herron, the enginecr-in-chief at the 
navy-yard at Pensacola, during the time hehas. 
been employed at said yard, -0 =i. = 2,758,262 00 
For pay of superintendents, naval constructors, 


so 


| 
! 
i 
| 


i| 


ii. siek and hurt of the navy, including marine 


120,000 00 


and all the civil establishments atthe several A 
davy-vards and s:ations, ~ - ow w 73,960.00, 
To equalize. the salary of the clerk of the naval i 
constructor at Kittery with those at the other ` 
navy-yards, = 0-7 T T Ta 250 00 
| For provisions for commission, warrant, and i 
petty officers and seamen, including engineers. > 
and marines attached. to vessels for sea ser- 
vice, re oS ae he fg eh eS. à 
| For surgeons’ necessaries and appliances for the ©. 


‘36,800; 00 


i _ corps, - - adie i , 
| For repair of vessels in ordinary, and. for. wear. 
and tear of vessels in commission, including 


fuel for steamers and the purchase of Ambrican 


water-rosted hemp, to be bonght by. the Seere- Wb age 
tary of the Navy niopen arket ro i 1,750,000; 00 
| For the examination of the merits of-the various ee 


condensers for supplying the hoiters:of- marine 
engines with fresh water, and that he report to 
this House, at its next session, the result of 
said examination, together with his opinion 
as to the value of the bestof said condensers to eee ani 
the Government of. the United States, <0: =“ 5,060 :00 
For meteorological observations, to be conducted $ 
under the direction of the Secretary Of ARE rii a 
Navy, ns osts Cod iei Rees m 2,008.00 
For ordnance: aud ordnance stores, pnd Bama: i 
arms, inclading ineidental expenses; = 196,900 00 
for. the purehase‘and repair of nautical instru- 


i For backing and binding the same, and for print- 


ments of the Hydrographical office, - - 10,500 00 
For the purchase of books, maps, and charts for 
the Hydrographical office, - - 4,125, 98 


ing and publishing hydrographical surveys and 
astronomical observations, © = = = 4,600 00 
For models, drawings, copying, postage, station- 


~ 10,900 00 ! 
For transportation of the army, including the i 


ery, freight, and trans rtation 3 for pay of t- 
thographer and for working lithographie press, 

including chemicals; for panting trees sod- 

ding and keeping grounds and buildings dir or- 

der: for pay of porter, gardener, watchmen, 

and ingtrament maker; for fuel and Hgbts: of 

the Hydrographical office and National Observ- Se Se 
atory, pere 85418 00 


| For copying abstracts from old: sea jourpals: for 


the wiad and current charts, and foreontinaing 


eluding cost of capper, stones, chemicals, pa P 
per, &c., in the Naionaf-Observatory, -~ - 7,500.00 


t 

\ n . 

| the engraving and publication of the same, in 
i 

i 

H 


il For. improve P buildings ana 

i; For improvement and repair of buildings ana 

i grounds af-the naval schookat Annapolis. - 28200-10 
i For contingent expenses that may acerue for the most 


|; following purposes, viz: freight and transport- 
| 


ation, printing and stationery, advertising Jn 
newspapers} booksmaps, medels, and ‘draw: 


| ings; purchase and repair of fire engines and 


machinery, and a patent right p use the same j> 
repair of and attending on steam engines in 
yards; purchase and maintaining of horses and 
oxen, aud driving teams; cars, timber wheels, 
-and the purchase and repairot workmen's tools 3 
‘postage of public letters, furnitare for Govern- 
<o ment houses; fuel, ofl, and candles for navy- 
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xo yatds and store stations; cleaning.and. clearing 
ap yards; watchmen and incMental labor not 
chargeable. Ao. any, other. appropriation; labor 
attending on delivery of stores. aud suppties on. - 
foreign: stations? iWwiarfage, dockage, and rent; 
traveling expenses of officers, funeral expenses, 
store and office rent, stationery and fuel to na- 
vy agents. and storekeepers, flags, awning and 
S packing cases, premiums and other expenses of; 
recruiting, apprehending :deserters, per diem, 
“pay to. persons. attending. courts-martial cand 
«courts of inquiry, and other services’ author 
ized by law; pay to judges advocate, pilotage, 
and towage of vessels, and assistance, rendered” 
soto-vessels'in distress, =»: 
For transportation of. the United States mail be- - 
tween New York and Liverpool, between New 
York:and New Orleans, Havana and Chagres, 
andbetween Panama and some points in the 
Territory of Oregon, 
For preparing for publication the “American Nau- 
tical Almanac, ; 
For constructions, extension and completion of 
the following objects, and for contingent re-: 
pairs at. the’several navy yards, Viz: 


At Portsmouth, N. H. 


For brick stables, lime-house, coal-house, filling 
in wharf east of bridge, filling in wharf east of 
timber shed, machinery and tools for smithery, 
and for repairs.of all kinds, > 31,673 00 


At Boston. 
For atorechoude on number thirty-six, stone skids 
_ in timber shed number thirty-three, stone skids 
< iu timber shed number thirty-eight, paviog in 
front and rear of carpenter and joiners’? shops, 
completing, sail-loft, and cordage store, mast 
makers’ shed, N. Pedrick’s s patent fliers, drains 
“between timber sheds, and repairs of alt kinds, 162,509 00 
At New York. 
For one officer’s house, one work and machine 
shop, quay walls, dredg giug chaunels, sewer 
from city drain, house on. gun block, removing 
coffer dam and dredging in front of dock, and 
for repairs Of all Kinds, 


At Philadelphia. 


For extending whatves number one, two, and 
four, extending ways in’ ship- house G, moving 
ship-house F and extending ways, two culverts 
and moving shears, raising root of smnithery, 
raising roof of timber shed five, filing up old 
timber dock, iron railing front of officers? 

' houses, aud for repairs of ah kinds, 


At Washington. 
For a building and machinery for a copper roll- 
ing establishment, and for repairs of all kinds, 51,300 00 


At Norfolk. 

For storehouse number nineteen and gateway, 
wall across timber dock, completing engine- 
house to smithery and machinery, ron pipes 
to cisterns, magazine at Fort Norfolk, maga- 
zine keepers house, filling in space enclosed 
by quay walls, filling low grounds, making 

“streets in yard, digging out timber dock, and 
for repairs of all kinds, 


At Pensacola. 


For extending permanent wharf, dredging, to- 
wards timber shed, coal-house, extension. of 
wharfand rail track’ near number twenty-six, 
lime-house, muster-house, and office for the 
clerk of the yard, and for repairs of all kinds, 


At Memphis. 


For completing the following works, viz : Exca- 
vation and embankment, rope-walk and boiler- 
house, saw-mill, one wing of stone house, 
blacksmi Ws shop, joiners shop, tarring house, 
offices, commandant’s house, machinery for 
saw-mill; and for constructing a hemp-house, 
house for fire-er igines, cisterns, pavements, 
drains and ditches, and for repairs of all kinds, 134,000 00 


Alt Sackett’s Harbor. 

For fenecs and repairs of all kinds, 
Fer Hospitals, viz: 
At Boston.~-For repairing, whitewashing fences, 
walls, painting, glazing, repairs of roads, - 
At New Yark.—For paving, grading, completing 
sewers, wall and fence round burying ground, 
and eorrent repairs, 
At Pensacola.—For general repairs, 


874,600 00 
Z 12,850 00 


119,509 00 


80,093 00 


s 


62,500. 00 


197,700 00 


700 00 


1,000 00 


16,009.60 
1,750 00 


Por Magazines, viz: 
aed 2 


At Boston, ~ - ~ =- -= - - - 150 09 
At New. York, - - - - - - - 500 00 
At Washington, - - 150 00 


For completing the stone ary -dock at New “York 180,000. 09 
For completing the floating “dry-dock at Kittery, 

Maine, - 300,000 00 
For completing the floating “dry -dock at Philadel- 

phia, - 371,242 00 
For completing the floating dry- dock at Pensa- 

evia, 
For commencing the cone strac -tlon of a floating 

dry-dock on the coast.of California, - 160,000 90 
For suitable plans of the -bnildings and requisite 

improvements at the naval depot near New 


Orleans, ~ - ~ a - - 500 00 
Marine Corps. 
For pay cf officers, non-commissioned: officers, 
musicians, privates, and servants serving. on 
shore, subsistence for officers, and pay for un- 
drawn clothing; = =- —- =- i: = 253,408 07 


532,145 00 | 


- 414,320 00 | 


For the EEA of books for the library of the 


For provisions for marines serving on shore; - 20,000 00 | 
For clothing, : = -0 = 7 -> = + 48,416 00 | _ Treasury: Department, -= - - 
Porfuel,,--. - oc, ae - 10,000 60 |; For the purchase.of a library to be preserved in 
For military stores, repair of arms, pay of armor- ‘| the Executive Manion; - =-. e = 
erg, accoutrements, ordnance stores, flags, i 2 
drams;-fifes; and musical instruments, ~: 6,903 00 `| Executive. 
For transportation of officers and troops, “and eX > For compensation of the. President of the United 
penses of reeruiting, - E = 9,000 00 :; States, - 
| For repairs: of -barracks;: and: rent- of temporary > : For compensation of the Vice President of, the 
“barracks and offices for commanding officers, --' 6,000°00 ., -United States, ~ x a = SS k -= 


% 


For- contingencies; viz :- Freight; ferriage; cart- 
age, wharfage, compensation to judges-advo- - 
cate, -per diem: for attending -conrts-martial, i 
courts of inquiry, and for constant labor, house i 
rent in len of quarters, burial of deceased mas” 
rines, printing, stationery, ferage, postage, pur- 
suit of deserters, candles, oil, straw, furniture, 
bed-sacks, spades, axes, shovels. picks, carpen- 
ter’s tools, keep of a horse for ‘the messenger, 
pay of matron, washerwoman, and porter at 
the hospital headquarters, - 20,000 60 


Department of State. 


: For compensation of the Secretary of State and 
the clerks, messenger, andas sistant -messenger 
in his office, 
For the incidental and contingent expenses of 
said Department, viz: 
| For publishing the laws in pamphlet form and 
| dn the newspapers of the States and Tertito- ` 
; ries, and in the cityof Washington, - 
Í For proof-reading, packing, and distributing laws 
and documents, including boxes, labor, and 
transportation, - 
: For stationery, blank books, binding; Jabor, and 
attendance, furniture, fixtures. » repairs, paint- 
ing, and glazing, - 
Tor Printing (letter press and copper plate) books 
and maps, - 
For newspapers, - 


5,602 07 


By the act making appropriations for certain fortifica~ |: 
tions of the United States for the year enc ding the 
thirtieth of June, one thousand eight hundred and 


Sifty-one. 


28,300 00 


+ 18,200 00 


10,060 00 


4,500 00 


2,000 00 

230 00 
2,000.00 
1,000.00 


1,710 60 


For defensive works and barracks near Detroit, 15; ! For extra clerk hire and copying, - -> = 
For fortifications at outlet of Lake Champlain, - 15,000 09 ii For miscellanecus items, - =o s -` a 
For defensive works and barracks at narrows of i: For compensation of the Superintendent and four. 
Penobscot river, Maine, - -~ 20,000 00 |; watchmen of the northeast executive building, 
For repairs of Fort Scammel, Portland Harbor, For contingent expenses of said building, viz: 
Maine, `- - - 5,000 00 .' For Jabor, fuct,and light, - - = pi 


For repairs of fortificationson Governor 3 Te Jand, 
Boston Harbor, 


Eor miscellaneous items, -~ = Š je A 


= ar - 10,600 90 - 


For Fort Warren, Boston Harbor, -< -< < 30,000 00 Treasury Department. 

For repairs of Fort Independenee, Boston Harbor, 5,090 00 |; For compensation to the Secretary of the Treas- 

For Fort Adams, Newport Harbor, Rhode Island, > ury, and the Assistant Secretary of the Treas- 
and permanent quarters and barracks thereat, 35,000 09 | nry, clerks, messenger, and assistant messen- 

For building Fort Trumbull, New London, Con- i gerin his office, a - - 
necticut, - - - = 10,009 09 | For compensation’ of the First Comptroller, and 


For Fort Schuyler, Long Island Sound, ~ 15,000 00 the clerks and messenger in his ofice, -  - 


| For repairs at Fort Wood a and sea-wall, perma- | For compensation of the Second Comptroller, and 
nent wharf and hospital, Bedtoe’s Island, New Se the clerks aud messenger in bis office, =- -~ 
York, - - 25,000 00; Por compensation of one temporary clerk in the 
For repairs of Fort Hamilton. and for permanent ofice of the Second Comptroller, - - - 
wharf thereat, New York harbor, ~ - — - 29,000 09 | por compensation of the First Auditor, and the 

| For Fort Richmond, on Staten Island, - = 69,800 00 |) clerks, messenger, and assistant messenger in 
For magazines at Battery, Radson. ~ - - 5,000 00: pis office, - - 
Vor Fort Delaware, on Pea Pateh island, -  - 59,000 00 © For compensation of the Second Auditor, and the 
For Fort on Soller’s Point Flats, Baltimore harbor, 59,000 00 ! gjerks, messenger, and assistant inessenger in 
For Fort Munroe, Hampton Roads, Virginia, ~ 20,000 00 his office, - a = 
For repairs of Mill Creek road and bridge, near | Fur compensation of Third Auditor, and thirty- 
Fort Munroe, - - £0009 | six clerks, messenger, and assistant messenger 

; For preservation of site of Fort Mouttric, Chartes- ‘in bis office, -  - = = è x ia 
ton harbor, -~ ~ 8,500 09 i| Por compensation of twelve temporary clerks 


For Fort Sumter, Charleston. harbor, South Caro- and messenger, 


tina, - -~ 40,000 00 |i For arrearages to extra clerks, authorized to be 
| For dyke to Drunken Dick Shoal, Charleston har- i employed in said office, to the first of Decem- 
hor, South Carolina, - - ~ 10,000 00 (|! bernext, - = 
For preservation of site at Fort Johnson, Charles- 3 |! Bor conipensation of the Fourth Auditor, and the 
ton harbor, - - 5,000 09 |; clerks, messenger, and assistant messenger in 
For repairs of quarters and barracks at Fort John- | his office, Bie - 
son, Charleston harbor, South Carolina, - - 4,509 09 |) For compensation of the Fifth Auditor. and the 
For Fort Pulaski inendine quarters and barracks, i clerks and messenger in ‘his office, - cae n 
Savannah riv er, Georgia, - - ~ 15,009 00 |! For compensation of “the Treasurer of the United 
For repairs of Fort Jackson, Savannah river, ‘| States, and the clerks and messenger in his 
Georgia, = = = = - 20,000 00 | office, - - 
For repairs of Fort Morgan, and additional bar- p For compensation of the Register of the Treasury 
racks and quarters thereat, Mobile Point, Ala- ii and the clerks and messenger, and assistant 
bama, - 3 ~ 15,000 00 ii messenger in his office, - `- - 
For Fort Barrancas and barracks ‘thereat, Pensa- ' For compensation of the solicitor of ‘the Trens- 
cola harbor,  - - =- = 35.000 00 | ury, and the clerks and messeng 
For repairs of Fort Jack son, M ~ 20,000 GO i: ofkce, 2, Be ng: nin hig 


For repairs of Fort St. Philip, M 
For rep 


ippi river, - 35,000 00 || For compens ation of the Commissioner of © 

a a Uana harrack:, Ma 

3 of Fort Pike, and additional barracks ii toms, and the clerks and messenger in his of- 
| 


thereat, Lonisinna, 099 09 `i ce. includi ji iti Shel 
For repairs of Fort Wood, and add litional barracks l neer tne maing five additonal clerks, 


thereat, Lonisiana, -~ ” S. 10,000 00 | 
For Battery, Bienviewe, Louisiana, - 4.600 00 5: 
For Tower Dupre, Louisiana, 2.000 09 : 
For fortifications at Key West, Florida, : 
For fortifications on Florida Reef, Garden Key, - 


Contingent expenses of the Treasury De- 
partment. 


in the office of the Sceretary of the Treasury: 
For copying, labor, blank hooks, stationery, seal- 
ing ships? registers, translating foreign. lan- 
guages, printing. s advertis sing, printing the pub- 
lic accounts, carrying the Departinent mails, 
extra clerk hire for preparing and collecting i in- 
formation to be laid before Congress, 
For miscellaneous expenses, 
i _ In the office of the First Comptrotier: 
į: For furniture, 
' For blank. beoks, binding, stationery, printing, 
and labor, - S 
For contingent expenses of the office of the First 
Com ptroiler of the ‘Treasury, required in conse- 


By the act making appropriations for the civil and dij 
lomatic expenses of Government for the year ending 
the thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
one, and for other purposes. 


Legislative. 

For compensation and mileage of Senators, mem- 
bers of the House of Representatives, and Dele- 
gates, - 416,328 00 | 7 > . 

io quence of the transfer of one haif of the con- 

For compensation of the o officers and clerks of 41,913 9g |. Uugent fund to the office of the Commissioner 

For stat fae! g re ‘ad 7 #149 70 |. of Customs, said transfer having been-author- 

OF aane uel, printing, PA ae ict i ized by the fourteenth section of the act cre- 
fag proceedings and debates 2 uding pals - 100, 090 00 “|. ating the office. of Commisoioner of Customs, 

For stationery, fuel, printing, Imd other contin- ii aprova March third; eigh teen hundred and 
gent expe ofthe House’ of Representatives, 197,749 00 For migeellanects di items, 

t 


For addition to the contingent fund of ihe House In the office of the Second Comptroller: 
of Representatives, ~ For blank books, binding, stationery, and printing 


Library of Congress. blanks, ineluding pay for the National Inteli 
For compensation of librarian; “iwo assistant libra- gencer and Union, to be filed, bound, and pre- 


30,000 09 


rians, and messenger, - = ~ 4,500 00 i _ served for the use "of the office, a = 
For contingent expenses of said: library, = = 8°0 00 ii For labor, office farviture, and miscellaneous 
For purehase of books for said library, = - 500909: items, - - ~ x á 
For purchase of law hooks for said library, - 2,000 00 | For the expenses of making investigation and 


For carrying into effect the international ex- 
changes of hooks, authorized by the act of 
twenty-sixth June, eighteen hundred and forty- 
eight, entitled “An act to regulate the ex- 
changes of certain documents and other publi- 
entions of Congress,’ - 


taking testimony in the case of an alleged fraud 

by an officer of the quartermaster’s department 

at Evansville, Indiana, 

In the pice of the First Auditor: 

i For blank ‘books, binding, stationery: inti 
blanks, and Jabor, aP £ 


3,000 00 | 


2 


2,200 00 
1,100 00 


32,350 00 
22,150 60 
23,650 00 

1,000 60 


22,800 00 
38,850 00 


44,750 00 
14,100. 00 


435 00 


20,400" 00 
15,600 00 


19,750 00 
30,200 00 
13,650 00 


16,500 00 


15 200 06 
2,800 09 


109 00 
1,709 09 


500 00 
300 06 


700 00 
800 00 


250 06 


1,200 00 


For cases for records, documents, and official pa- 
pers preserved in the office, and necessary fur- 
niture; and for addition to the salarynow re- 
ceived by the recording elerk in the First Aud- 
ifor’s office, -- + 4 , 

For iniscelieneonua. items, = + =. 
In the office of the Second ‘Auditor: 

For blank hooks, binding, stationery, labor, office 
furniture, printing: blanks, includiug. pay for 
the Republic an 


miscellaneous items, Tobe ees 

In the office of the Third Auditor: = : 
For blank books; binding, stationery, printing, 

office furniture for extra clerks, and labor,.- 
For miscellaneous items, -° oo - > y - 


For preparing document room, arranging and pre- 
serving files and papers, = > = = 
In the ofice of the Fourth Anditor: 

For blank hooks, ‘binding, printing, stationery, 
ang tabor,- -= a Te 2 è re z 

For miscellasnoua items, ~ - 
Tn the office of the Fifth Auditor: 

‘For blank books, binding, stationery, and labor, 

For miscellaneous items, - 

In the office of the Treasurer: 

For blank books, binding, stationery, labor, and 
printing, - - - - -= - - - 

For miscellaneous items, - `- - - = 
In the office of the Regis 

For blank books, binding, stationery, and labor, 
including printing of blank certificates of regis- 
try, enrollments and. licenses of vessels, and 
other blanks for the use of the collectors of cus- 
to - - . - - -= - - 

For miscellaneous items, =- = = - - 
In the office of the Solicitor: : 

For blank. books, binding, stationery, printing 
circulars and blank forms for reports of district 
anonieys, elerks of courts and marshals, and 
abor. - - - - - - - - 

For iniscellaneons items, - - - - - 

For statutes and reports, including those of the 
several States, - - - 

For official seal, with press and fixtures, - - 
In the office of the Commissioner of Customs: 

For blank books, binding, stationery, printing, 
and labor, - - - - - - à 

For miscellaneous items, - - - - - 

For furniture, | - - - ~ - - - 

For compensation of the superintendent and eight 
watelimen of the sontheast executive building, 

For contingent expenses of said building, viz: for 
labor, fact, and fight, - - - - - 

Tor rant, fuel, watehing, and miscellaneous ex- 
penses of additional buildings for accomuinoda- 
tion of officers of the Treasury Department, - 


Department of the Interior. 
For compensation of the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior,andhiscbiefclerk, - -~ - - - 
For compensation of cierks and messengers, - 
For compensation of the Commissioner of the 
Generni Land Office, and the recorder, 
dranghtsinan, assistant draughtsman, clerks, 
messengers, assistant messengers, and packers 
im bis ofice, - - - = - - - 
For compensation of three temporary clerks, au- 
thorized by the seventh section of the act of 
third March, eighteen hundred and forty-nine, 
For compensation of Commissioner of Indian Af- 
fairs, and the clerks, messenger, and assistant 
messenger in his offese, - = 7 ot - 
For compensation of the Commissioner of Pen- 
sinus, and the clerks and messengers in his 
office, - -= - - - - 


Contingent expenses of the Department of 
the Interior. 

Tn the office of the Secretary of the Interior, viz: 
For books, stationery, furniture, and other con- 
tingencies, - = - - ~- - - 
For. library, maps, &c., ‘a i a As z 
Tn the office of the Commissioner of the Gen- 
cral Land Office: ; 

For tract books, patent records, parchment rec- 
ords of correspondence, stationery, including 
blank books and blank forms for the district 
land officers, advertising land sales, binding 
fleld notes, &c., office furniture, and re- 
a same, and pay of laborers employed 
t nd miseeHancous items, - - 
In the office of Commissioner of Indian Affairs : 
Por blank books, binding, and stationery, -~ - 
For labor, - $ = = = = - - 
Por misecHaneous items, -~ - - ree 
In the oflice of the Commissioner of Pensions: 
Por stationery, printing blank forms, regulations, 
and eirenlars, aud for advertising, for furniture 
and hinding, ~ - - = - - = 
For miscellaneous items, - - - - - 
For compensation of superintendent and four 
watchmen of the building occupied by the Sec- 
retary of the Interior, - + - - 
For labor, fuel, light, and incidental expenses, - 


War Department. 


tien of the Seeretary of War, and 
assistant messunger 


For campe 
the clerks, messenger, and 
inhisoffee, = 00o - £ 

For compensation of the clerk and messenger In 
the offiee of the Commanding General, = -7 

For compensation of the clerks and messenger im 
the office of the Adjutant General, - - = 

For compensation of the clerks and messenger in 
the offee ofthe Quartennaster General, - - 

For compensation of the clerks and messenger in 
the office of Clothing and Equipage, Philadel- 


phis $ 3 


Union, to be filed, bound, 
and preserved for the nae of the office,-and.: 


1,700.09 
300 00 


2,600 00 | 


200 00 | 


$ 
t 
750 00 | 


ation ofthe clerks and -meseenger ih 

“the office of the Paymaster General, © =. = 

Forcompensation of the clerks and messenger in- 

Abie office of the Commissary General of Sub- 

sistenee; =- Eu EE a PE Ane 

For-compensation of the clerks and messenger in 

°rH@ office of the Chief Engineer, = = © -: 

For compensation of the clerks and messengers 
in the office of the Surgeon General, - - 

For compensation of the clerks and messengers 
«in the office of the Colonel of Ordnance, - ~~ - 

For compensation of the clerks and. messenger in 
the Bureau of Topographical Engineers, = > 
Contingencies of the War Department: 

For the incidental- and: contingent’ expenses of 
said Department, and the various offices and 
bureaus connected there with: : 
In the office of the Secretary of War: 

For blank books, binding, stationery. labor, an 
printing, and newspapers and periodicals, - 

For books, maps, and plans, - 

For extra clerks in the War Department, -~ - 

For miscellaneous items, =- - 0 - o 0 
In the office of the Commanding General : 

For miscellaneous items, -~ - - = - 
In the office of the Adjutant General: 

For. printing Army Register and orders, blank 
books, binding, and stationery, -o - 


i! For miscellaneous items, - ~ E eS 


1,050 00 : 
200 09 | 


1,000 00 
250 00 


1,700 00 | 
300 00 
500 00 1) 

3,420 CO. 


14,600 09 ` 


7,550 09 


7 


8,000 00 
14,200 09 ` 


3,750 C0 ` 
18,7009 09 
34,234 00 f: 

j; 


8,000 00 ` 
5500 00 |) 


| Por compensation of rhe Chief of the Bureau 


In the office of the Quartermaster General, in- 
cluding the office at Philadelphia: 

For blank books, binding, and stationery, print- 

ing, advertising. Jahor, and fuel, - - P 


i For office rent at Philadelphia, - =- = =- 
i For miscellaneous items, ~ - - - n 


In the office of the Paymaster General: 
For blank hooks, binding, and stationery, - - 
For miscellaneous items, - - - - - 
In the office ofthe Commissary General of Bub- 
sistence: 
For blank books, binding, stationery, printing, 
advertising, and labor, - - ~ he 
For miscellaneous items, . - - - - - 


In the office of Chief Engineer: 
For blank books, binding, stationery, and print- 


ing, = ig = 

For miscellaneous items, including twenty dol- 
Jars for mie year’s subscription for two daily 
Washington newspapers, - - a DA 
In the office of the Surgeon General: 

For blank books, binding, stationery, printing, 
and fuel, - - - - - - - - 

For miscellaneous items, -~ - =. 7 
In the offies of Colonel of Ordnance : i 

For blank books, binding, stationery, and print- 
ing,- -0 tt 


: For miscellaneous items, - =- =~ = $ 


la the Bureau of Topographical Engineers: 
For blank books, binding, stationery, and labor, ~ 
For misceHaneons items, = = 2 2 + 
For compengation of superintendent and four 
watchmen of the northwest executive building, 
For contingent expenses of said building, viz, for 
labor, fuel, and light, - - - - - 
For miscellaneous items, - a 
For rent of the house on the northwest corner of 
_ Fand Seventeenth streets, and warming all the 
rooms in it, for each room one hundred and 
seventy-five dollars, -0e -< = 


Navy Depariment. 
For compensation of the Secretary of the Navy, 


and the clerks. messenger, usd assistant ines- 
senger in his office, - ~- x 


of 
Navy-Yards and Docks, and of the civil en- 
gineer, draughtsinan, clerks, and messenger in 
his office, - - - $ Š - -= 
For compensation of the Chief of the Bureau of 
Ordnance aud. Hydrography, and of the 
draughtsmen, clerks, and messenger ie his 
office, 7 - - - 


a For gompensation of the Chief of the Bureau ot 


i 


25,625 00 | 


500 00 | 
100 09 ` 
1,400 00 |; 


4,500 00 
300 09 


1,700 09 |; 
2200 00 | 


Construction, Equipment, end Repairs, and of 
the assistant constructor, draughismen, clerks, 
and messenger in iffice ` 

For compensation of 
und of the i 

For compensa: 
the Burean of Provis 

For the annaal salary of 
of Medicine and Sar: 

For arrears of salary of 
Medicine and Surgery, } 
third Maren, eighteen bund 

For compensation of the A 
clerks, and messengers in the of 
of the Bureau of Medicine and Su 
Contingencies of the Navy Deparinent: 

For contingencies of the Navy Deparbnent, and 
ali the Bureaus connected therewith, namely: 


reat of 
et of 
i Surecon, 
of the Chief 


! For blank books, binding, stationery, printing, 


17,850 00 ` 
1,500 00 ` 
10,450 00 
12,800 00 | 


labor, office yeng and fuel, ~ =i om n 


| For compensation of superintendent and three 


watch men of the southwest exccutive building, 
For contingent expenses of said building, namely; 
labor, fuel, and tight, 
For miscellaneous items, . - - a = r 


Post Office Department. 


For compensation of the Postmaster General, - 
Surveyors General and their clerks. 


"| For compensation of the Surveyor General porth- 


4,040 00° 


west of the Ohio, and the clerks jn his offiee, =: 


- 6,800 60 


- 21,950 09 | 


~ 11,409 00 


i t 
2 33,600 09 | Por p: 
a 


9,990 00 


i 
| For’ compensation ‘of the. Survey 
he Florida, and the clerks-in.his office, .. 


5,900 00 For compensation of the Surveyor Gë 
; , Wisconsin 2 “and: the. clerk 
3,650: 00 | Office, = =o ome oori Bae: 
|; For clerks in the offices: 
8,650 00 | -to'be apportioned to them. 
1 gencies of ihe public service; an 
4,900 00 ;° to be employed in {ranseribing fie 


surveys, for the purpose of preser 
the seat of Government; = 0-00 5 Seva 
For compensation of, Surveyor General.of Ar 
sas, per act of eighth of August, eighteen hün- 
| dred-and forty-six, =- cs = se 
| Por compensation of clerks in his. office, per act 


ji 
i 


i of eighth of August, eighteen hundred and for-, ©.. = 4 
< 4450.00 ij ty-six, ee ee ee toe ye 6,800.00 
1,000.00: For resurveying and correcting erroneous surveys : 
1,500 09 in Michigan, at a rate not exceeding six dollars : 
550 00 1: per miles =o =o A tto = aTe ee 20,000, 00 
i MINT OF THE UNITED STATES: = 
200 00 |; -At Philadelphia. ET 
:. Forsalaries ofthe director, treasurer, chief coingr, 
| assayer, melter. and refiner, engraver, assistant x 
1,209 00 :  assayer,and their clerks, = o7 -7 om 7u 21,000.60 
300.00 $; For wages of workmen, o=. = 0 #2 -= 38090 00 
i For incidental and contingent expenses, including E 
| fuel, materials, stationery, water rent, repairs, ii 
io and wastage, -~ - oor - = - 25,600. 00 
4,050 0 l For the parehase of the right to use the improved, si 


Methods ef refining argentiferous: gold bulion, 
i| recently discovered and being patented to B.S: 
McCulloh and James C. Boothe, or the right to 


nse any other method. .of accomplishing, the . 


25,000.00 


i 

i} same object which 

ii and patented, :~..2.: s 

For specimens of ores and coins, 
the Mint, - a gS? ver 


-inay be hereafter discovered. 


2,409 00 “At Charlotte, North Carolina. 
150 00 |, For salaries of superintendent, coiner, assayer, 
| andelesk, = 0 = = 2 0S o 6,000 09 
i: For wages of workmen, - - - - - 3,500 00 
709 69 | For incidental and contingent expenses, including 
fuel, materials, stationery, repairs, and wastage, . 2,100 00 
For repairing the wall of the ditch in front of the : 
300 00 | Min, and for making other repairs in and about : 
5 the lot, and for painting, - = + o +o =) => 1,000 00 
At Dahloniga, Georgia Bie Se 
210 09 |! For salaries of. superintendent, coiner, agsayer, o o 
6509! andelerk, = =) = ote, T 8,009. 00 
© For wages of workmen, = 0000s ie o = 3,600 00 
: For incidental and contingent expenses, including P = 
500 00: fuel, material, stationery, repairs, and wastage, 2,000 00 
350 00 |i ~ At New Orleans. ae 
we For salaries of superintendent, treasurer, assayer, Paes 
750 00 © coiner, melter and refiner, and clerks, =- `- 17,300 00 
509 00 |; For wages of workmen, - = o - >>, 25,000 09 
7 | For incidental and contingent expenses, ~ “6° 23,777 00 
1,710 C0 |: For new machinery, <0 - = =~) = 28,03000 
9.409 90 GOVERNMENTS IN THE TERRITORIES. «© i 
1,600 09 į Territory of Oregon. = i ; 
For salaries of governor, three judges, and secre- ae 
po taryy iso oe Poe Bi Fis = ii =, 10,500: 00 
21,875 00 i For salary of: supetintendent of Indian affairs, nee 


three Indian arents, and for office rent, wood, 
and Jights, stationery, and clerk hire, siiin, 
For contingent expenses of said Territory, =; +. 
Fur compensation and mileage of members of the: 
Legistative Assembly, officers, clerks, and cone 
lo tingent expenses ofthe Assembly, - we ee Be 
H Foar taking the census in the Territory of Oregon, 
under. the, act of fourteenth August, eighteen 
hundred and forty-eight, re o tepine c T 
Territory of Minnesota 
| il For salaries. of governor and superintend 
no Jadian aff three judges, and secretary, ~ 
9,409 00 | For contingent expenses öf said Territory, -| ~ 
i; For compensation and mileage of members of the 
i Legi 


i 
i 


ative Assembly, officers, clerks, and con- 3 
of the Assembly, - -  - 24,000 0 
the Constitution of the United States, 
of he lawe of the United States aa 
te the eat ‘Territory, and, the 
Wisconsin in foree in-said Tersitory. by 
act organizing it; the said, ac- 
ected to the same rules and 
e prescribed by the act of. Auz + 
aty-ninth, eighteen hundred and forjy:, 
other territorial secounts.—[Indefinite.} 


siete Territory of New Mexico. a 
I porsajaries af governor and superintendent. of | oe 
4,30) 09 Indian affairs, three judges, and secretary,. + : 9,700 00 
‘ | For coptings penses or said Territory, =<” 1,090 00 


on and mileage of members of te 


i: Far-gompensa í 
“and eon- 


Legistative Assembly, clerks; offic 


tinzent expenses ofthe Assembly, 7...7 - 24,090 00 
7.900 00. Fer Hbrary fors id Tereitory, Se n T 5,000 00 
á For publie: buildings for te. Territory of New ` 
175000... Mexico, “5 ote Do To Te Tea 20,000 06 
i : (oe sdedielary. [Lee aude 


l For salaries ofthe ebief justice of the Supreme’. ° 
Cournand the eight associate justices,” = n 4l 090 CO 
For salaries of-the district judges, oe 68,700 00 
For salaries of the chief justice of the District of 
Columbia; the associate judges, the judges of 
|. the efiminal and orphans? court, = ~~ 10,700 60 
b i} Por nn addition to the salaty,of the judge of the : 
8,390 00 ie orphans’ court of the District of Columbia, -~ 


G0 | 


For alaries Cite Attor ney Gënéfal an and the e eleik 

i ô 
To reimbarse to Reverdy Jolinsod, late ‘Attorney: 
“General of the United States, the amount paid 
by -him-out of his privage fands for the services 
Patterk employed t for’ public purposes in pub- 
tic duties; 
For the salary. of. añ additional élerk in the Autor 

“ney Genera s office, = 

For cenjtingën Expanaés of ihe office of the Aitor- 
ney Generi, =i boner a, 
For:the purchase of law Books aiid the: ‘neces ry. 
book. eases forsaid office, = 927 i 
For salary of the reporter.of the dec sions of the- 
Supreme Court, if. oné volume only Of the. re- 

` port sual he ‘published, as ‘Heretofore; andin’ 

ease the Supreme: Courtshall direct hint to put- 

ish two volumes, then the sum of thirteen. hun- 
dred dollars for each voimme so published, 
For compensation 6f the district attorneys, being 
two. hundred dollars each, as:prescribed by law, 
For compensation Of the marshals, 
For defrayin fe expenses of-the Supreme, Cir- 
ot elit and District Courts. ¢ of the United States, 
including the District of Columbia, and atso for 
jurors and witnesses, in aidof the funds arising 
from fines, penulties, and forfeitures incurred 
in the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-one, and. previous years, and 
likewise for defraying the expenses of suits in 
which the United States are concerted, and of 
prosecutions for offences committed ag ainst the 
United States, and for the safekeeping of pris- 
oneérs, 
For compens cation for the olerk of the district 
judge of Florida, employed in keeping and 
making transeripts of the. records of the decis- 
ions of said jūdze în certain matters: submitted 
to him by the Secretary. of the Treasury, the 
compensation for said service to be audited and 
allowed by the Secretary of the Treasury, 


Light-house Establishment. 

For supplying light-houses,,coutaining three thou- 
sand one hundred'and ten lamps, with Oif, tube 
glasses, wicks, buff skins, whiting, ‘and cotton 
aloth, Transportation, and “other expenses there- 

“oon, and for repairing and keeping i in repair the 
lighting apparatus, 

For providing: surf-boxts, life-hoats, ‘and other 
means (or the preservation of. life and property 


866.59 


2,000 00 


500: 06 


1550000 


2,600 00 


8,409 00 
7,000 00 


-557,537 00 


900-00 | 


- 147,474 19 


shipwrecked on the coast of the United States, 10,000 00 


For repairs and incidental expenses, refitting, and 
improvements of light-houses, and buildings 


connected therewith, - 84,630 60 
For salaries of three handred and two keepers of 

light-houges, and twenty a-sistatits, (twenty-five 

of them charged with double and two with 

triple lights,) and including one thousand two 

handred ' dollars for salary of an insp ctor of 

tights on the upper lakes,  - - - 127,448 33 
For salaries of forty keepers of floating ligh ts) - 21,750 00 
For seamen’s wages, repairs, and | supplies of for- 

ty flodting lights, . = ~ =) = 71,390 77 
For expenses of weighing, mooring, cleansing, re- 

pairing losses of beacons, buoys, chains, and 

sinkers, -~ - 89,449 92 
For expenses of superintendents i in visiting light- ! 

houses annually, aud reporting their condition, 2,000 00 
For superintendents? commissions, at two and 

a half per cent, on the four hundred and ninety- 

four thousand one hundred and forty-three dol- 

Jars and eighty-one cents appropriated above 

for ticht-house purposes, ~ - - 12,353 60 
For completing the light-house on n Wangoshanee, 

“Lake Michigan, : 20,530 00 
For completing the light: house on Minovs Rock, 

Boston harbor, ~ - - - $5,000 00 
For completing the light-house on Brandywine 

Shoal, Delaware bay, - - - 3,000 00 | 
For repair of damage caused by the late storm to 

the light on “« Brandywine Shoal,” - - - 2,000 00 
For completing the light-house on Blackston’s 

Island, Potomac river, -~ 1,500 00 
For eompleting the light-house on Carystort reef, 

coast of Florida, - - - - - 35,009 00 | 

Hospitals. 

For completion of the marine hospital at Chicago, 

THinais, = >- 15,000 00 
For completion of the 1 marine hospital at Louis- 

ville, Kentucky, eee ee = 5,000 00 | 
For furnishing said hospital, ~ - - - 7,000 00 
For completion of the marine hospital at Pitts- 

burg, now uider construction, - - 10,149 42 
For enclosing the site ofsaid marine hospital with 

wooden fence, for filling up and levelling the 

Jot, and constructing sewers, for supplying the 

building with water, and protecting the bank of 

the lot on the Ohio tiver, - - 11,304 
For furnishing marine hospital at Pittsburg, Penn- 2 

sylvania, - - 7,000 00 
For completion of the marine hospitat at Cleve- 

hind, Ohio, - - - Fe - ~ 8,000 09 
For furnishing said marine hos pital, =- `- 7,000 00 


For grading, piling, &e., that portion of the said 
marine hospital site at Cleveland, fronting the 
lake, in order to protect the bank. from the en- 
croachment of the water, and secure the hospi- 


taledifice,-  - = - - - - 5,000 60 
For repairs and improvements of marine hospital 

at Mobile, Alabama, - 2,330 00 
To aid in the construction of a marine ‘hospital at 
`| Rvansville, Indiana,- -~ - -~ 10,000 00 
To aidin the construction ofa marine hospital at 

Vicksburg, M ippi, ~ - - 10,000 00 
Por copairs aad improvements oft marine hospital 

at Key West, Florida, ~ -= 690 60 
For completion of marine “hospital at Padneah, - 7,625 00 
For completioi of marine hospital at Natchez, - 2259 00 


] ai New ” Deane, 

For the consttuction of a marine hospita, to be 
foeated by the Secretary: -Of thé:Trensury, at or: 
` near Saa Francisco, i in the State of California, 

For the purchase’ Greenwond’s~ island, near 
‘Pascagoula, Mississippi; lately: made - by the: 
Surgeon: General, under the order of General 
Twiggs, for the location: ofa military hospital,” 


For surveying the public tands, including inciden- 
tal expenses, to be apportioned to the several 
districts according to the exigencies of the pub- 
lic service, the part to be applied to the surveys 
of the minerai region of Michigan, Wisconsin, 
and Towa, aud in ‘the resurveys required by the 
location and survey of private claims in Flori- 
da, to be distributed at.augmented rates, 

For completing the surveys of the towns and vil- 
lages in Missouri, named in the acts of eigh- 
teen hundred and twelve, and eighteen hun- 
dred and twenty-four, including office work, 

Forthe survey of private claims in Florida, under 
the act of twenty-cighth of June, eighteen hun- 
dred and forty-eight, including the work now 
under contract, - ~- 
For surveying in Louisiana, viz: 

For the outstanding liabilities of the surveying de- 
partmentin Louisiana, exclusive of the Greens- 
burg district, 

For the outstanding liabilities of the surveying de- 
partment in the Greensburg district, Louisiana, 

For proposed surveys in Louisiana, exclusive of 
the Greensburg district, and including office 
work, 

For proposed surveys, including office work, in 
the Greensburg district, Louisiana, - 
For the mineral land service, to carry out the 

requirements of the acts of the first-and third 
of March, eighteen hundred and forty-seven, 
to. wits 

For compensation to geologists, assistant geolo- 
gists, Inborers, packmen, &c., and incidental 
expenses attending the geological examination 
and survey of the mineral lands in Michigan, 
Wisconsin, and Iowa, 

For running and marking the norther n boundary 
of the State of Iowa, conformably to the act of 
the third of Mareh, eighteen hundred and for- 
ty-nine, 

+} For running and marking the meridian boundary 
between Wisconsin and Minnesota, 

For refunding to the surveying appropriation the 

| amount transferred therefrom, on the appli- 

cation of the Commissioner of the Generali 

Land Offiee, by the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, 

tothe contingent fund of that Office. for the ser- 

vice of the fiscal year ending the thirtieth June, 
| eighteen hundred and forty-nine, for the pay- 
ment of outstanding liabilities of that fund, 
contracted by the General Land Office, before 
the fourth of March, eighteen hundred and for- 
ty-nine, beyond the amount appropriated for 
that year, and to be carried to the credit of the 
general surveying fund 


Iniercowrse with foreign Nations. 

For salaries of the Ministers of the United States 
to Great Britain, France, Russia, Prussia, 
Spain, Brazil, Mexico, and Chili, 

i! For salaries of the Secret taries of Legation to the 
sane places, 
i} For salary of Minister resident to Turkey, 


For salary of the Dragoman to the Legation to 
i Turkey, - - 
| For salary of an Assistant Dragoman and Secre- 
| tary to the Legation to Turkey, 
For outfit of Chargés des Affaires to Portugal, 
New Granada, Guatemala, and Ecuador, Á 
For salary and outfit to Ċhargé d@ Affaires to 
Nicaragua, 
For salaries of Chargés des Affaires to Portugal, 
ia, Denmark, Sweden, Holland, Belgium, 
> Sardinia, the Papal States, Bert, New 
a, Venezuela, Buenos Ayres, Bolivia, 
Guatemala, and Ecuador, - “ 
For compensation to Alexander Hammett, for his 


- - +e 


services as Chargé d'Affaires at Naples, from 
the twentieth of May, eighteen hundred and 
forty-seven, to the twenty-first of Jane, eigh- 
! teen hundred and forty-eight, 
| For contingent expenses of all the missions 
| abroad, 
| For contingent.expenses of foreign intercourse, - 
| For expenses of intercourse with the Barbary 
| Powers, 
i 


! For salary of the consul at London, = 
' To defrav the expenses of a special agent to the 
three Republics of Venezuela, New Granada, 
and Eeaudor, to claim of those Governments 
respectively the several amounts due from each 
of them on claims of citizens of the United 
| States against the former Government of Co- 
Jombia, - 
| For salary of the Commissioner to the Sandwich 
i Islands, 

! To Anthony Ten Eyck, for salary andi contingent 
| expenses as Commissioner to the Sandwich 
Islands, for the year ending December thirty- 
| _ first, eighteen hundred and forty-nine, + 
| To Charles Eames, for additional compensation 

as jate Commissioner to the Sandwich {el ands, 

in pursuance’ of the recommendation of the 
: Department of State, 
i For interpreters, guards, and other Expenses of 
i the consulates at Constantinople, Smyrna, and 
i Alexandria, 


10,250. 00 
5,500 00 


-50,000 00 


5,000.00 


‘Surveys of Public Lands. 2. 


- 115, 000 (gi 


2,000 00 
15,000 00 


30,550 00 
3,212 00 


17,000 00 
17,680 00 


20,000 00 


15,020 00 
600 00 


13,717 46 


72,000 00 


16.000 00 
6,000 00 


2,500 00 | 


1,500 00 
18,000 00 
9,000 00 


72,000 00 


4,875 00 


30.000 00 
20,000 00 


9,000 00 
2,000 00 


2,000 00 


3,000 00 } 


3,922 87 


3,000,00 


1,500 00 


i 
i 


For the expenses: of the agent of the: ‘Sublime 


Porte, ©» - o 10,000 00 
For office rent: of “the Consul at Basle, in Swit- - $ 
zerland, =" - - - 109-00 


For salwy ofa Commissioner to reside in China, 3 
inclading the- additional compensation ander ay 
the act of the eleventh of August, eighteen 
hundred anà forty-eight, . - - = 

For salary of the interpreter and secretary. to said 
mission, -' s - - 

For com pensation, of the consuls at the five. ports 
in China, viz: Kwang-chow, Amoy, Fuchow, 
Ningpo, and Shanghai, `- 

For salary of Consul Generalat Alexandria, 

For: clerk hire, office rent, and other expenses of 
“the office of the Consul-at London, 2,200°00 

For salary of the Consul at Beyrout, -~ 500-00 

For relief and. protection of American seamen in 
foreign countries, «: ~ 125,000: 00 

For additional contingent expenses of foreign i in- 

4,000-09 


6,000.00 
2, 500 00 


son d. 
3,000700 


tercourse, 

For relief of Stephen H. Weems, late Consul of 
the United States at Guatemala, and to enable 
him to procure a-passage home, 

Miscellaneous. 

For the annual repairs in the Capitol and attend- 
ance on furnaces in crypt, attendance on Water’ 
closets, cleaning rotundo, for public gardener, 
and laborers, ‘and eartage on the. Capital 
grounds, tools, wire, twine, leather, nails, 
chains, and posts, boxes, straw, whitewashing, ` 
manure, trees for grounds, attendance at the 
western gates of the Capitol, repairs of publie 
stables, flagging, enclosures, &c.3 keeping in 
order iron pipes that convey water to the Cap- 
ito) and public offices, and repairing damages 
by freshets;. brooms, brushes, wooden spades, 
and shoveling snow, repairing abutments at 
Tiber ercek, graveling the watks in the Capi- 
tol. grounds, ‘enclosing and improving the pub- 
lie grounds at the north, south, east, and west 
of the Capitol, the open Uianzular spaces’ on 
Pennsylvania avenue, for relaying and repair- 
ing flag pavements in the building, terraces, 
and western approaches, &e., and for other 
incidental repairs and improvergents, - . - 20,000 00 

For annual repairs of President’s house, garden, 
and laborers, graveling the walks in Presi+ 
dent’s square, manure, leather, nails, tonis, 
&e., and repairs of fence at Lafayette square, 
Fountain square, President’s square, and Pres- 
ident’s garden, cartage, &e., 

For improving the grounds in Lafayette square 
and fencing the same, 

For compensation of four assistants, draw-keep- 
ers at the Potomac bridge, including oi! for 
lamps and machinery, firewood, and repairs, ~ 

Por lighting Pennsylvania avenue from Capitol 
square to the Treasury Department, and com- 
pensation of two Jauji-lighters for the same, 
and for lighting the Capito] and the ¿Capitol 
grounds and President’s house, 

For compensation and contingent expanses of 
auxiliary guard, 

For repairs of the bridges on the astern Bianeh 
of the Potomac, pay of two draw-keepers, oil 
for tamps and machinery, and for reimbursing 
to the Corporation and Levy Court of Wash- 
ington city the sam of six hundred and fifty 
doliars advanced by them for repairs already - x 
done, - > = = 5,000 00 

Yor completing the improvements on Indiana i 
avenue, - =.) = 8,000.00 

For grading, graveling, repairing sidewalks, 
building culverts, and otherwise improving 
New Jersey avenue, north of the Capitol, - 

For like improvements on New Jersey avenue, 
from the Capitol square to public reservation 
number seventeen, according to such grade as 
the Corporation of Washington may hereafter 
establish, 

For paying a balance due Peter Gorman for fur- 
nishing stone for paving Pennsylvania avenue, 

For completing the graveling on Four-and-a-half 
street, from Maryland avenue to the Arsenal 
grounds, and flagging the west side, 

For the support, care, and medical treatment of 
twelve transient pauper medical or surgical pa- 
tients in the, Washington Infirmary; 

For completing tbe grading, planting with trees, 
and enclosing with a substantial wooden fence 
for their protection the mal! from Sixth street 
westward to the Potomac river, 

For extending the sewers from the Executive 
Department ang the President’s house to the 
canal, and for further improving the grounds 
south of the President’s house, - - 15,000 09 

For paying a balance due tbe contractors for lay- i 
ing gas pipes between the Capitol and Fir 
teenth street, within the Capitol and Capital 
grounds, aud for chandeliers and burners in the 
President’s house, and completing the branch 
pipes, lamps, &c., within the Capitol grounds, 

For continuing the sewer under Pennsylvania 
avenue on the eastline of Fourteenth street to. 
the canal, - K 

For the extension of the Capitol, according to 
such plan as may be approved by the President 
of the United States, - - 

That the duties now due the United States upon 
a certain importation of printed books, con= 
tained in three cases, marked one hundredand 
ninety-three, one hundred and ninety-five, 
and three, and shipped by William Crickner, 
from London, England, in the ship’ FEW: 
Andrews, unto Messrs. Hill & Sears, Bos- 
ton, the value of said hooks being seventy-eight 
pounds four shillings and ‘six. pénce sterling, be 
and the same are hereby remitted. [[udefinite.] 


1,200 00 


4,500 00 
3,000. 09 


Š 


5,000 00 


11,000 00 
6,775 00 


3,000 00 


2,000 00 
260 65, 


1,200 00 


2,000 00 


5,000 00 


3,000 00 


3,000 00 


100,000 00 


For refanding to John Joseph Chance; Bishop of. 
Natchez, the duties paid on a cathedral bell, 
preseuted to said Bishop by Prince Alexander 


Torionia, of Rome, ~ - -= - 250- 00 
For the expenses of pauper lunatics in the Mary- 

land hospital at Baltimore, - - - -. 8,600 00- 
For payment of annuities and grants by special : 

aets of Congress, = o= oe ee 2750-00 
For compensation of Secretary to sign patents for 

pubtie lands, - =- = - - - = 1509 00 
For compensation of two-additional watchmen” *" > 

on the Capitol. grounds, ~ -~ =- va 780 00 
For compensation of the Commissioner of Publie™ 

Buildings, we we et 2D OND 00 
For the discharge of such miscellaneous claims, 

not otherwise provided for, as shall be admitted 

in due course of settlement at the Treasury, - 5,000 00 
For salaries and commissions of registers of land 

offices and receivers of public money, - 128,070 00 


For expenses of depositing public moneys by re- 
ceivers of public moneys, 
ae incidental expenses of the several land of- 
* fices, - = + 
For salaries of assistant treasurers of the United 
States at New York, Boston, Charleston, and 
St. Louis, oO oe oe ae 11,500 00 
For additional salary of the treasurer of the Mint . 
at Philadel phia, teers eee r e “500.00 
For salaries of ten clerks authorized by the act of” 
sixth August, eighteen hundred and forty-six, 
and of the twelfth of August, eighteen hundred ~~ 
and forty-eight, - - 7 - ; 9,000 00 
For salary of chief clerk of assistant treasurer at 
NewYork, = =. = K 1,500 00 
“For contingent expenses under the act for the 
sake-keeping, collecting, transfer, and disburse- 
meat of the public revenue of sixth August, 
eighteen hundred and forty-six, = 
For compensation to special agents to examine 
books, accounts, and money on hand in the 
several depositories, under the act of sixth 
August, eighteen hundred and forty-six, - 
For expenses of loans and treasury notes, - 
For supply of deficiencies in the fund for the re- 
lief of sick seamen, including the furnishing of 
five new marine hospitals now building, viz: 
Paducah, Kentucky; Chicago, Ilinois; Natch- 
ez, Mississippi; Napoleon, Arkansas; St. 
Louis, Missouri, ` - = - 
For continuing the construction Of the custom- 
house at New Orleans, - -= 
For the topographical and hydrographical survey 
~ of the Delta of the Mississippi, with sach in- 
* vestigations as may lead to determine the most 
practicable plan for securing it from inunda- 
tion, and the best mode of so deepening the 
passes at the mouth of the river as to allow 
ships of twenty feet draught to enter the same, 
For repairs, alterations, and furniture for the 
new custom-house at Portland, Maine, 
For repairs and furniture for the custom-house at 
Castine, in the district of Penobscot, 
For the purchase of a site, and the erection of 
a custom-house in the eity of Bangor, Maine, 
For the purchase of a site, and the erection of a 
new custom-house at Mobile, to contain rooms 
for the post office in that city, and the accom- 
modation of its officers, and also rooms for the 
United States district court, and the accom- 
modation of its officers, - - 3 
The Secretary of the Treasury. is hereby au- 
thorized and required to purchase, as soon as 
it can be effected on reasonable terms, a site 
for a custom-houge and post office in the city 
of Bath, in the State of Maine, and to cause to 
be erected thereon such a building as may be 
suitable for a custom-house and post office, 
For repairing and lining the arches and vaults 
of the custom-house building at Philadelphia, 
to render them proper for storing goods, - -~ 7,500 00 
For continuing the construction of the custom- 
house at Charleston, - = 
For the purchase of a site and the building of a 
custom-house and post office at Norfolk, Vir- 
ginia, in addition to the proceeds of the sale of 
the present custom-house and site, ~ 
For the erection of a new custom-house at San 
Francisco, to contain rooms for the post office 
in that city, and the accommodation of its offi- 
cers, and aisa rooms for the United States dis- 
trict court, the accommodation of its officers, 
and other Government officers in California, 
until the whole building is needed for custom- 


17,715 00 


25,050 00 


at 


16,500 00 


5,000 00 
20,000 00 


200,000 00 
200,000 00 


50,000 00 
8,000 00 
3,600 00 

50,000 00 


100,000 00 


25,000 00 


100,000 00 


50,000 00 


house purposes, =- =- ~ - - 100,000 00 
Fo continuing the construction of the custom- 
house at Savannah, Georgia, - - ~  - 15,000 00 


For purchasing a site, and commencing the erec- 
tion of a suitable fire-proof building in the city 
of St. Louis, Missouri, for custom-house and 
independent treasury, and other offices of the 
United States, - -  - > te 

For the purchase of a site, and construction of a 
proper building at Cincinnati, for a custom- 
house, independent treasury, and other offices 
of the United States, < a 

For repairing and painting the custom-house at 
Providence, in the State of Rhode Fstand, 

For finishing and altcring rooms in the custom- 
house, Portland, Maine, for the accommodation 
of the Federal courts, clerk of the district and 
circuit courts, and marshal’s office, 

For survey of the coast of the United States, iu- 
cluding compensation to superintendent and 
assistants, - ~ - - - - 

For continuation of the survey of reefs, shoals, 
keys, and coasts of South Florida, by the su- 
perintetident of the coast survey, _ - 30,000 00 

For continuing the survey of the western coast 
of the United States, - 40,000 00 


83isr Concress—F mst SESSION 


50,000 00 


50,000 00 
1,000 00 


3,031 71 


185,000 00 


i a : : 
To enable the-Clerk of the House of Representa~ 


tivés ‘to pay for one hundred and. two copies of 
-the eighth-volume of the American Archives, 
to pe retained in his possession until disposed 
of by Congress, at sixteen dollars and eighty- 
three eents per volume, = x 
To enable the Clerk of the House of Representa- 
tives to. pay for one hundred and seventeen 
copies of the eighth volume of the American 
Archives, to.be retained in his possession until 
disposed of by Congress, at sixteen dollars and 
eighty-three cents. per volume, ~ -" 
To enable the Clerk of the House of Representa- 
tives to pay for reporting and publishing in the ` 
« Daily Globe” two thousand columns of the 
proceedings of the House of Representatives 
for this session, © > - - - = 
To enable the Clerk of the House of Representa- < 
tives to pay for binding. the Congressional 
Globe and Appendix for members of the thirty- 
first Congress, - = - - - 
To enable the Clerk of the House of Represent: 
tives to pay for five thousand five bundred and 
ninety-two copies. of the “ Congressional f 
Globe,”? and for five thousard five hundred $ 
and ninety-two copies of the Appendix, - 33,408 00 
To enable the Librarian of Congress to subscribe 
for and purchase one thousand copies of the 
works of John Adams, second President of the 
United States, to be published by Little & 
Brown, in an edition of ten volumes, 
For completing the eastern wing of the Patent 
Office building according to the original plan, 
under the direction of the Secretary of the In- 
terior, and for defraying such expenses as may 
have beenincurred by materials procured or 
labor applied towards the west wing prior to 
the fifteenth of May last, and for such mate- 
rials or labor as may have been since procured 
or applied for the security of the old building, 
For the collection of agricultural statistics, 
For the purchase of such scientific works as are 
necessary for the use of the Patent Office, 
For compensation of Librarian, - = 
For payment of the second and third volumes of 
the Fifth Series of the Documentary History, 
under contract with the Secretary of State, 
For expenses in running and marking the hound- 
ary line between the United States and Mexi- 
ico, marking the examinations contemplated by 
the sixth article of the treaty of Guadalupe Hi- 
dalgo, and paying the salaries of the officers of 
the commission, ~ 135,000 v0 
For the warden, clerk, physician, chaplain, two 
assistant keepers, four guards, and porter of the 
Penitentiary of the District of Columbia, - 
For three inspectors of said Penitentiary, - 
For discharging the expenses of taking the sev- 
enth enumeration of the inhabitants of the 
United States, - 1,116,000 00 
For the payment of a balance certified by the First 
Comptroller of the Treasury to be due to James 
D. Doty, as governor and superintendent of In-- 


-1,939 1 


15,000 00 


* 


10,000 00 


92,500 00 


110,000 00 
4,500 00 


1,500 00 
500 00 


35,000 00 


7,500 00 
300 00 


dian affairs for the Territory of Wisconsin, - 1,148 09 
For the payment of taxes due on the Mint in Phil- 

adelphia, for which a judgment has been ob- 

tained, =- - - - -  - = 10,000 00 


For compensation due Lieutenant George Thom, 
of the United States corps of Topographical 
Engineers, while acting upon the northeastern 
boundary during the years eighteen hundred 
and forty-three, eighteen hundred and forty- 
four, and eighteen hundred and forty-five, for 
his necessary traveling and other personal ex- 
penses, as authorized by the Secretary of State, 1,152 00 

For the pay of draughtsmen and assistants to the 
head of the scientific corps, employed under 
the direction of the Department of State in the 
reconstruction of the maps ofthe boundary un- 
der the treaty of Washington, and in copying 
and recording; the rent of rooms employed for 
assistants to the head of the scientific corps en- 
gaged in recording, copying, &c., including fuel 
for the same; attendance on office rooms, and 
expenses of employing messengers 5 purchase 
of drawing paper and other necessary drawing 
materials and office furniture; stationery for 
office use; mileage and expense of officers em- 
ployed in examinations required on the fron- 
tiers of Vermont and New York; for survey 
and examination of that portion of the line 
lying on the northern frontiers of Vermont ang 
New York, embracing hire of men and their 


transportation and subsistence, hire of horses 
and baggage-wagons, camp equipage and its 
transportation, purchase of instruments and all 
contingencies; and compensation of two pri- 
vate soldiers for their services as draughtsmen 
in reconstructing maps, - 15,430 00 

For paying a balance found by the accounting 
officers to be due to José Yznardy, formerly 
Consul at Cadiz, in Spain, - 

For payment of compensation to Doctor Thomas 
O. Edwards, for his services as examiner into 
the practical operation of the law for the pre- 
vention of the importation of spurious and 
adulterated drugs and medicines, under ap- 
pointment from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
October tenth, eighteen hundred and forty- 
eight, = ate - =- =- : 

For salaries tor examiners of drugs for the fiscal 
year ending the thirtieth of June, eighteen hun- 
dred and fifty-one, at Boston, New York, Phil- 
adelphia, Baltimore, Charleston, and New 
Orleans, per act twenty-sixth of June, eighteen 
hundred and forty-eight, and third of March, 


1,228 08 


250 00 


eighteen hundred and forty-nine, -~ 
For salary of clerk to examiner at New York, - 
F 


7,000 00 
1,000 00 


ES 


For the payment to W: J. Duane, of Philadelphia, ; 


executor of Daniel Parker, deceased, late.Pa’ 
master General, and agent for -paying salaries 


in -his office,a balance. found due the. said ~- 


Parker by the accounting officer of the Trea 


UTY, <n ee ce Ao 
: For. ibe payment to Major. W. H. Chase, of the 


corps of Engineers, in pursuance of the decis- 
ion of thé Second: Comptroller of the Treasury 
of the second and filteenth of November, èigh- 
teen hundred and forty-nine, Ey 


For the payment to Richard Rush, of a balance 


ascertained to be due by the accounting officers: © 


of the Treasury for his salary as. Attorney Gen- 0: 


eral of the United States, and for the satisfac- 
tion of which there is no appropriation, -. 
For the payment to Corporal Charles Hawke, as 
ascertained tò be due him by the Fourth Audit- 
or of the Treasury, - - - - 2 
To enable the Secretary of the Interior to take a 
perpetual lease to the United States from the 
city of Utica, New York, free of taxes or other 
charges of any sort, so many rooms in the City 


Hail in said city, about to be erected,as may be . 


necessary for the proper accommodation of the 
United States district and cireuit courts, holden 
in said city, and their officers, - - 
For making alterations in the office of the assist- 
ant treasurer of the United States at New York, 
and for furniture for the said office, -~ 
For making alterations in the approaches of the 
building belonging to the United States in. the 
city of Detroit, now occupied by the courts of 
the United States and their officers, underorder 
of the Common Council of Detroit, and for re- 
pairing and renovating said building, 
To pay the amount of su 


bseription. under the joint, ; 


12,000 00 


455 00 


(535 00 


resolution of the third of March, eighteen hun- vit 
dred and forty-nine, for one thousand copies of : 


the Annals of Congress to.the end of the fourth, 
Congress, and to include the: first Congress, as 
well as the second, third, and fourth Congress, 
For continuing the publication of. the works of, 


30,000 00 


the Exploring Expedition, including the print- ` 


ing of the charts, the pay of the scientific corps, 
salary of the horticuiturist, and care of the col- 
lections, - = å 7 
To defray the expenses incurred under the au- 
thority of the Committee of Arrangement for 
the funeral of General Zachary Taylor, de- 
ceased, Jate President of the United States, 
To defray the expenses of transporting the re- 
mains of General Taylor from the cemetery in 
Washington to Kentucky, to be expended un- 
der the direction of the President of the United 
States, - - fe - 
To enabie the War Department to make such cx- 
aminations and surveys as may be necessary to 
determine upon the best and most available 
mode of supplying the city of Washington with 
pure water, and to prepare a plan and estimate 
of the probable cost of the same, to be reported 
to Congress at its next session, - =- - 
To adjust and settle the claim submitted by the 
legal representatives of Lieutenant Robert L. 
Browning, late of the United States Navy, de- 
ceased, for a share of the proceeds of the sale 
of the schooner Oregon and cargo, seized and 
confiscated in the month of April, eighteen hun- 
dred and forty-eight, under the President’s reg- 
ulations of the first March,. eighteen hundred 
and forty-seven, at the port of Tampico, during 
the war with Mexico.—[Indefinite.} 


95,000, 00 


8,146 73 


4,000 00 


509 00 


7,643,019 44 


By the act making appropriations for the current and 


contingent expenses of the Indian Department, 
treaty stipulations with various Indian 


for fulfilling 


and 


tribes, for the year ending June thirtieth; one thoi- 


sand eight hundred and fifty-one. 
For the current and contingent expenses of the 
Indian Department, viz: : 

For the pay of superintendent of Indian affairs at 
St. Louis, and the several Indian agents, as pro- 
vided by the acts of June thirtieth, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-four, and March third, eigh- 
teen hundred and thirty-seven, and of June 
twenty-seventh, eighteen hundred and forty- 
Six - - - nw - 

For the pay of sub-agents, authorized by the act 
of June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and thirty- 
four, 

For the pay 
same act, - ~- - i ae 

For the pay of clerk to the superintendent at St. 
Louis, authorized by the act of June twenty- 
seventh, eighteen hundred and forty-six, - 

For pay of clerk to acting superintendent of. the 
Western Territory, by the same act, 

For buildings at agencies and repairs thereof, 

For the erection and repairs of buildings for the 
Choctaw Agency, - ais Be me Byes 

buildings for the Creek Indian 


of interpreters, authorized by the 


For the erection of 
Agency, ~ - = -= ~ - 
For the erection of buildings for the Cherokee fn- 
dian Agency (to be located according to treaty 


stipulations, ) - = 

For the erection of an Ageney house for the use 
of the sub-agent for the Osage tribe of Indians, 

For presents to Indians, - a a 

For contingencies of the Indian Department, 

To the Christian Indians. 

Fer permanent annuity, stipu lated in the acts of 
May twenty-six, eighteen hundred and twenty- 
four, and May twentieth, eighteen hundred and 
twenty-six, a Sa Pe n A 


18,000 00 


12,750 00 
13,000.00 


1,200 00 
1,000 00 
1,500 00 


A 


5,000 90 
4,500 00 


4,560 00 
800 00 


5,000 00 
36,500 00 


400 08 
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To the Chippewas of Saginaw. 

For permanent: annuity, stipulated inthe fourth 
article of the treaty of third August, seventeen 
hundred and ninety-five, - = - - 

„Eor permänent-annuity, stipulated in the second 


“article of the treaty of seventeenth of Novem- ` 


ber, eighteen hundred and seven, ~ -= - 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the fourth 
article of the treaty of twenty-fourth Septem- 
ber, eighteen hundred and nineteen, =>. - 

For support of blacksmiths, and for farming uten- 
sils and cattle, and the employment of persons 
to aid them in ‘agriculture, stipulated in the sev- 
tenth article of the treaty of fourteenth January, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-seven, - 

For ‘education during the pleasure of Congress, 
stipulated in. the sixth article of the treaty of 
fifth August, eighteen hundred and twenty-six, 


To the Chippewas, Menomonees, Winneba- 

goes, and New York Indians. 

For education during the pleasure of Congress, 
stipulated in the fifth article of the treaty of 
eleventh August, eighteen hundred and twenty- 
seven, > = e oe -o= > 


To the Chippewas of Lake Superior and 
Mississippi. 

For payment in money, stipulated in the second 
article of ihe treaty of twenty-ninth July, eigh- 
teen hundred and thirty-seven, - - - 

For payment in goods, stipulated in the second 
article of the treaty of twenty-ninth July, eigh- 
teen hundred and thirty-seven, - - - 

For establishing three smiths’ shops, supporting 
three smiths, and furnishing iron and steel, 
stipulated in the second article of the treaty of 
twenty-ninth July, eighteen hundred and thirty- 
seven - i - ar a * “x x 

For support of farmers, purchase of implements, 
grain, or seed, and to carry on their agricultural 
pursuits, stipulated in the second article of the 
treaty of the twenty-ninth of July, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-seven, - - = ~ 

For pnrehase of provisions, stipulated in the sec- 
ond article of the treaty of the twenty-ninth 
July, eighteen hundred and thirty-seven, - 

For the purchase of tobaceo, stipulated ‘in tha 
second article of the treaty of twenty-ninth 
July, eighteen hundred and thirty-seven, - 

For limited annuity in money, for twenty-five 
years, stipulated in the fourth article of the 
treaty of fourth October, eighteen hundred and 
forty-two, = - - = aʻa = e 

For limited annuity in goods, for twenty-five 
years, stipulated in the fourth article of the 

` treaty of fourth October, eighteen hundred and 
forty-two, - -= . -e č e č > > 

For support of two smiths’ shops, including pay 
cof smiths (and assistants, and furnishing iron 
and steel, stipulated in the fourth article of the 
treaty of fourth October, cighteen hundred and 
forty-two, - -~ - -  * - % 

For support of two farmers, stipulated in the 
fourth article of the treaty of fourth October, 
eighteen hundred and forty-two, - = £ 

For pay of two carpenters, stipulated in the fourth 
article of the treaty of fourth October, eighteen 
hundred and forty-two, - - -= = = 

For the support of schools, stipulated inthe fourth 
article of the treaty of fourth October, eighteen 
hundred and forty-two, - - - - 

For the purchase of provisions and tobacco, stip- 
ulated in the fourth article of the treaty of 
fourth October, eighteen hundred and forty- 
two, - = - - - - Š 

For limited annuity in goods, for five years, pay- 
able to tbe Pillager Band, stipulated in the 
fourth article of the treaty of twenty-first Au- 
gust, eighteen hundred and forty-seven, - 

For limited annuity for forty-six years, to be paid 
to the Chippewas of Mississ pi, stipulated in 
the third article of the treaty of second August, 
eighteen hundred and forty-seven, - - 


To supply deficiencies in former appropria- 
lions to the Chippewas of Lake Superior 
and Mississippi. . 

For limited annuity in goods, for five y rs, pay- 
able to the Pillazer Band, stipulated in tae 
fourth article of the treaty of the twenty-first 
August, eighteen hundred and forty-seven, to 
supply a deficiency for this amount in the ap- 
propriations for the year eighteen hundred and 
forty-eight, ~ - - 

For limited annuity for forty-six years, to be paid 
to the Chippewas of Mississippi, stipulated in 
the third article of the treaty of the second Au- 
gust, eighteen hundred and forty-seven, to sup- 
ply a deficiency for this amountin the appro- 
priations for the year eighteen hundred and 
forty-eight, = - - 2 - = - 

To the Chickasews. 


For permanent annuity, stipulated in the act of 
twenty-fifth February, seventeen hundred and 
ninety-nine, + =- -= - 


To the Choctaws. ` 
For permanent annuity, stipulated in the second 
article of the treaty of seventeenth November, 
eighteen hundred and five, 2 i 2 
For permanent annuity, stipulated in the thir- 
teenth article of the treaty of eighteenth Octo- 
her, eighteen hundred and twenty, K: Ta 
For hife annuity to chief, (Bob Cole,) stipulates 
in the tenth article of the treaty of twentieth 
January, eighteen hundred and twenty-five, -~ 
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1,200 00 
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For permanent annuity for education, stipulated 
in the second article of the treaty. of twentieth 
January, eighteen hundred and twenty-five, - 

For life annuity to three district chiefs, stipulated 
in the fifteenth article of.the treaty of twenty- 
seventh September, eighteen hundred, and 
thirty, ee fr er pee el. 

For site annuity to one Wayne warrior, stipulated 
in the twenty-first articlè of the treaty of twen- 
ay eevee September, eighteen hundred and 
thirty, - - - -=.= -. = 

For limited annuity for. twenty years, stipulated 
in the seventeenth article of the treaty of twen- 
ty-seventh September, eighteen hundred and 
thirty. - -= - -= - - 

For education of forty youths for twenty years, 
{including support of teachers in the. nation, 
two thousand five hundred dollars,) stipulated 
«in the twentieth article of the treaty of twenty- 
seventh September, eighteen hundred and 
thirty. - - - - - - - 

For blacksmith, stipulated in the sixth article of 
the treaty of eighteenth October, eighteen hun- 
dred and twenty, and the ninth article of the 
treaty of twentieth January, eighteen hundred 
and twenty-five, = - - - - - - 

For iron and steel for shop, - - - - 


To the Creeks. 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the fourth 
article of the treaty of seventh August, seven- 
teen hundred and ninety,-  - - = - 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the second 
article of the treaty of sixteenth June, eighteen 
hundred and two, - - - - - 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the fourth 
article of the treaty of twenty-fourth January, 
eighteen hundred and twenty-six, -  - 

For limited annuity for twenty years, stipulated 
in the eighth article of the treaty of twenty- 
fourth March, eighteen hundred and thirty- 
two, - - - - - - - - 

For blacksmith and assistant, stipulated in the 
eighth article of the treaty of twenty-fourth 
January, eighteen hundred and twenty-six, 

For iron and steel for shop, - - - - - 

For two blacksmiths and assistants, stipulated in 
the thirteenth article of the treaty of twenty- 
fourth March, eighteen hundred and thirty- 
two, - - - = - - - 

For iron and steel for shops, - -= Z = č = 

For wheelwright, stipulated in the eighth article 
of the treaty of twenty-fourth January, eighteen 
hundred and twenty-six, - - = > č a 

For education, stipulated in the thirteenth article 
of the treaty of twenty-fourth March, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-two, - = 2: - = 

For interest on three hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars, at five per centum, stipulated in the 
third article of the treaty of twenty-third No- 
vewher, eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, - 

For education, stipulated in the fourth articte of 
the treaty of the fourth January, eighteen hun- 
dred and forty-five, - -~ - -= "r 


Fo the Delawares. 


For permanent annuity, stipulated in the fourth 
article of the treaty of third of August, seven- 
teen hundred and ninety-five,- -  - - 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the third 
article of the treaty of thirtieth of September, 
eighteen hundred and nine, - - - rs 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the fifth ar- 
ticle of the treaty of third October, eighteen 
hundred and eighteen, ~ - - - = 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the supple- 
mental treaty of twenty-fourth of September, 
eighteen hundred and twenty-nine, ~ " - 

For life annuity to chiefs, stipulated in the private 
article of supplemental treaty of twenty-fourth 
September, eighteen hundred and twenty-nine, 
to treaty of third October, eighteen hundred and 
eighteen, - =e = - - - -= 

For life annuity to chiefs, stipulated in the snp- 
plemental artiele to treaty of twenty-sixth Oc- 
tober, eighteen hundred and thirty two, - - 

For purchase of salt, stipulated in the third arti- 
ele of the treaty of seventh June, eighteen hun- 
dred and three, - - - - - aR 

For blacksmith and assistant, stipulated in the 
sixth article of the treaty of third October, eigh- 
teen hundred and eighteen, -~ - - a 

For iron andsteel for shop,- -~ E ae 

For interest on forty-six thousand and eighty 
dollars, at five per centum, being the value of 
thirty-six sections of Jand, set apart by treaty 
of eighteen hundred and twenty-nine, for edu- 
cation, stipulated in resolution of the Senate of 
nineteenth January, eighteen hundred and 
thirty-eight, ~- - - - - - 


To the Florida Indians or Seminoles. 
For blacksmith’s establishment, stipulated in the 
sixth article of the treaty of eighteenth Sep- 
tember, eighteen hundred and twenty-three. 
and fourth article of the treaty of ninth May, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-two, - = a 
For annuity, in goods, stipulated in the sixth ar- 
ticle of the treaty of fourth January, eighteen 
hundred and forty-five, - - 2 Sees 
For annuity, in money, stipulated in the fourth 
article of the treaty of fourth January, eighteen 
hundred and forty-five, - - - = ni 
For agricultural implements, stipulated in the 
seventh article of the treaty of fourth January, 
eighteen hundred and forty-five, - - 


To the Towas. 


For interest on one hundred anà fifty-seven 
thousand five hundred dollars, at five per 
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i 


centum, stipulated in the second article of 
the treaty of nineteenth October, cighteen hun- 
§ dred and thirty-eight, - w PiE a 


To the Kickapoos. 


For limited annuity, stipulated in the fourth arti- 
cle of the. treaty of. twenty-fourth -Oetober, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-two, -~ - ` 


To the Kanzas. 


For interest on. two hundred thousana 
at five per centum, stipulated in the second ar- 
ticle of the treaty of. fourteenth January,.eigh- 
teen hundred and forty-six, - - 


To the Miamies. 


For permanent annuity, stipulated in the fourth 

` article of the treaty of twenty-third October, 
eighteen hundred and twenty-six, - - 

For blacksmith and assistant, stipulated in the 
fifth article of the treaty of sixth October, 
eighteen hundred and cighteen, - =- 

For iron and steel for shop, - - a ra - 

| For one thousand pounds of tobacco, two thon- 
sand pounds of iron, and one thousand pounds 
of steel, stipulated in the fourth article of the 
treaty of twenty-third October, eighteen, hun- 
dred and twenty-six, - -= 


in the fifth article of the treaty of the twenty- 
third October, eighteen hundred and thirty- 
four,- = = = = ee - 

For one hundred and sixty bushels of salt, stipu- 
lated in the fifth article of the treaty of sixth of 
October, eighteen hundred and eighteen, -° ~ 

For education and support of poor, stipulated in 
the sixth article of the treaty of twenty-third 
October, eighteen hundred and. twenty-six, - 

For the tenth of twenty instaliments, in money, 
stipulated in the second article of the treaty of 
twenty-eighth November, eighteen. hundred 
and forty, - - - - = - 

For payment in lieu of laborers, stipulated in the 
sixth article of the treaty of. twenty-eighth of 
November, eighteen hundred and forty, - -~ 

For agricultural assistance, stipulated in the fifth 
article of the treaty of sixth October, eighteen 
hundred and eighteen, - ~- - - > 


To the Eel Rivers, (Miamies.) 


For permanent annuity, stipulated in the fourth 
article of the treaty of third August, seventeen 
hundred and ninety-five, - -~ ~ -< = 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the third 
article, and separate article, of the treaty of 
thirtieth September, eighteen hundred and 
nine, - - - ~- - - 


į For permanent annuity, stipulated in the third 


article of the treaty òf twenty-first August, 
eighteen hundred and five, ~ = .” 4 


To the Menomonies, 


For limited annuity for twenty years, stipulated 
in the second article of the treaty of third Sep- 
tember, eighteen hundred and thirty-six, - -~ 

For two blacksmiths and assistants for twenty 
years, stipulated in ‘the second article of the 
treaty of third September, eighteen hundred 
and thirty-six, - ~- - a eea, Paa - 

For iron and steel for shops for twenty years, -~ 

For purchase of provisions for twenty years, stip- 
ulated in the second article of the treaty of 
third September, eighteen hundred and thirty- 
six, ~ = - - = - - - 

For two thousand pounds of tobacco for twenty 
years, stipulated in the second article of the 
treaty of third September, eighteen hundred 
and thirty-six, - - - - oe - - 

For farming utensils and cattle for twenty years, 
stipulated in the second article of the treaty of 
third September, eighteen hundred and thirty- 
six, - - - = - =.. -= - 

For thirty barrels of salt for twenty years, stipu- 
lated in the second article of the treaty of third 
September, eighteen hundred and thirty-six, - 

For miller, for fifteen years, stipulated in the 
fourth article of the treaty of eighteenth Octo- 
ber, eighteen hundred and forty-eight, - `- 


To the Omahas. 

For blacksmith and assistant, stipulated in the 
fourth article of the treaty of fifteenth July, 
eighteen hundred and thirty, - - - - 

For iron and steel for shop, - - - - - 

For agricultural implements, stipulated in the 
fourth article of the treaty of fifteenth July, 
eighteen hundred and thirty, - - -= €X 


To the Ottoes and Missourias. 


For education, stipulated in the fourth article of 
the treaty of twenty-first September, eighteen 
hundred and- thirty-three, - - - - 

For payment of farmer, stipulated in the fifth ar- 
ticle of the treaty of twenty-first September, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-three, - - - 

For blacksmith and assistant, stipniated in the 
fourth article of the treaty of fifteenth July, 
eighteen hundred and thirty, - =° .°°2 

For iron and steel forshop,- = = - - 


To the Ottowas, 


; For permanent annuity, stipulated in the fourth 


article of the treaty of the third August, seven- 
teen hundred and ninety-five, - "- 0 a | 
For permanent annuity, stipulated in the second 
article of the treaty of seventeenth November, 
eighteen hundred and seven, -° - 9 - = 
For permanent annuity, stipulated in the fourth 
article of the treaty of seventeenth September, 
eighteen hundred and eighteen, - 9 - A 


For pay of miller, in lieu of gunsmith, stipulated - 
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+ 


For permanent annuity, stipulated in the fourth ` 
article of the treaty of twenty-ninth August, 
eighteen hundred and twenty-one, - - 


To the Ottowas and Chippewas. 


For limited annuity, stipulated inthe fourth arti- 
cle of the treaty of twenty-eighth March, eigh- 
teen hundred and thirty-six, -= =- 

For interest to be paid as annuity on two hundred 


of twenty-seventh May, eighteen hundred: and 
thirty-six, - - - - = 
For education, stipulated in the fourth article of 
the treaty of twenty-eighth March, eighteen 
* hundred and thirty-six, 
‘or missions, stipulated in the 
the treaty of the twenty-eighth 
hundred and thirty-six, = ` 
For vaccine matter, medicines, and pay of physi- 
cians, ‘stipulated in the fourth article of the 
treaty of twenty-eighth March, eighteen hun- 
dred and thirty-six, ~ - ai - - 
For purchase of provisions, stipulated in the fourth 
article of the treaty of twenty-eighth March, 


fourth article of 
March, eighteén 


eighteen hundred and thirty-six, 
For six thousand five hundred pounds of tobacco. 
one hundred barrels of salt, and five hundred 
fish barrels, stipulated in the fourth article of 
the treaty of twenty-eighth March, eighteen 
hundred and@thirty-six, - - - 
For three blacksmiths and assistants, stipulated 
in the seventh article of the treaty of twenty- 
eighth March, eighteen hundred and thirty-six, 
For iron and steel for shops, Re ae 
For gunsmith at: Mackinac, stipulated in ‘the 
seventh article of the treaty of twenty-eigbth | 
March, eighteen hundred and thirty-six, ~ 
Por iron and steel for shop; - - - - 
For two farmers and assistants, stipulated by the 
seventh article of the treaty of twenty-eighth 
March, eighteen hundred and thirty-six, - 
For two mechanics, stipulated in the seventh 
article of the treaty of twenty-eighth March, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-six, 


To the Osages. 


For interest on sixty-nine thousand one hundred 
and twenty dolars, at five per centum, being 
the valuation of fifty-four sections of land set 
apart by treaty of the second June, eighteen 
hundred and twenty-five, for educational pur- 
poses, per resolution of the Senate of nine- 
teenth January, cighteen hundred and thirty- 
six, - -e = © = © 2 = 

For limited annuity, stipulated in the second ar- 
ticle of the treaty of the eleventh January, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-nine, - 

For two smiths? establishnients, stipulated in the 
second article of the treaty of the eleventh Jan- 
uary, eighteen hundred and thirty-nine, 

For pay of two millers, stipulated in the second 
article of the treaty of the eleventh January, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-nine, - 


To the Piankeshaws. 


For permanent annuities, stipulated in the fourth 
erticle of the treaty of third August, seventeen 
hundred and ninety-five, - - -> 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the third 
article of the treaty of the thirtieth December, 
eighteen hundred and five, 


To the Pawnees. 


For agricultural implements, stipulated in the 
fourth article of the treaty of the ninth of Octo- 
ber, eighteen hundred and thirty-three, - 


To the Pottawatomies of Huron. 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the second 
article of the treaty of the seventeenth Novem- 
ber, eighteen hundred and seven, 

To the Potiawatomies. 


For permanent annuity, stipulated in the fourth 
article of the treaty of. the third August, seven- 
teen hundred and ninety-five, - —- 


For permanent annuity, stipulated in the third . 


article of the treaty of thirtieth September, 
eighteen hundred and nine, ` - 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the third 
article of the treaty of second October, eighteen 
hundred and eighteen, - - - - - 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the second 
article of the treaty of twentieth September, 
eighteen hundred and twenty-eight, - 

For life annuity to chief, stipulated in the second 
article of the treaty of twentieth September 
eighteen hundred and twenty-eight, 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the second 
article of the treaty of twenty-ninth July, eigh- 
teen hundred and twenty-nine, - 

For limited annuity, stipulated in the third article 
of the treaty of twentieth October, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-two, - =- =-  - 

For life annuity to chiefs, stipulated in the third 
article of the treaty of the twentieth October, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-two, - ~- 

For limited annuity, stipulated in the third article 
of the treaty of twenty-sixth October, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-two, - - - - 

For limited annuity, stipulated in the third ar- 
ticle of the treaty of twenty-sixth September, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-three, - 

For life annuity to chiefs, stipulated in the third 
article of the treaty of twentv-sixth September, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-three, - ~ 

For limited annuity, stipulated in the second sup- 
plemental article of the treaty of twenty-sixth 
September, eighteen hundred and thirty-three, 


30,000 00 
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i 
i! the treaty of thirteenth May, eighteen hundred 


Í For purchase.of salt; stipulated in the third atti. 8 
cle of the treaty of seventh June, eighteen hun- -~ 


dred and three, - BoP cad eee 

For purchase of one hundred and sixty bushels of 
of sixteenth October, eighteen buudred and 
twenty-six, - -0 - -= = 

For education, stipulated in the third article of 
the treaty of the sixteenth October, eighteen 
hundred and twenty-six, - - 

For blacksmith and assistant, stipulated in the 
third article of the treaty of sixteenth October, 
eighteen hundred and twenty-six, - © 75 + 

For iron and steel for shop, - ~ 

For education; stipulated in the second article of- 
the treaty of the twentieth September, eighteen 
hundred and twenty-eight, - 

For payment in. money, stipulated in the tenth 
article of the treaty of fifth and seventeenth 
June, eighteen hundred and forty-six, - 

For blacksmith and assistant, stipulated in the 
second article of the treaty of tweatieth Sep- 
tember, eighteen hundred and twenty-eight, - 

For iron and steel for shop, - - = - 

For blacksmith and assistant, stipulated in the 
second article of the treaty of twenty-ninth 

_ July, eighteen hundred and twenty-nine, 

For iron and steel for shop, - - - 

For the purchase of fifty barrels of salt, stipulated 
in the second article of the treaty of the twenty- 
ninth July, eighteen hundred and twenty-nine, 

For education, stipulated in the fourth article of 
the treaty of the twenty-seventh October, eigh- 
teen hundred and thirty-two, 

For interest on six hundred and forty-three thou- 
sand dollars, at five per centum, stipulated in 
the seventh article of the treaty of the fifth and 
seventeenth June, eighteen hundred and forty- 
six, - - =- č =- č =- 

To supply a deficiency in a former appropria- 

tion for the Pottawatomies. 

For interest on six hundred and forty-three thou- 
sand dollars, at five per centum, stipulated in 

| the seventh article of the treaty of the fifth and 

! geventeenth June, eighteen hundred and forty- 

six, and to supply a deficiency to that amount 

in the appropriations for eighteen handred and 
forty-eight, - = 


To the Quapaws. 
For limited annuity, stipulated in the fourth arti- 
cle of the treaty of thirteenth May, eighteen 
hundred and thirty three, - - 
| For education, stipulated in the third article of 


and thirty-three, - - - - = 
‘| For blacksmith, stipulated in the third article of 
the treaty of thirteenth May, eighteen hundred 

and thirty-three, - e -= 
For iron and steel for shop, - =. =- 
For pay of a farmer, stipulated in the third article 
. of the treaty of thirteenth May, eighteen hun- 

dred and thirty-three, - = = 


For the Six Nations of New York. 
For permanent annuity, stipulated in the sixth 
article of the treaty of eleventh November, sev- 
enteen hundred and ninety-four, 


i To the Senecas of New York. ` 
For permanent annuity, in lieu of interest on 
stock, per act of the nineteenth February, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-one, 
For interest, in lieu of investment, on seventy- 
five thousand dollars, at five per centam, per 
act of the twenty-seventh June, eighteen hun- 
H dred and forty-six, - -= 


To the Stockbridges. 

For interest on sixteen thousand five hundred 
dollars, at five per centum, stipulated in the 
ninth article of the treaty of the twenty-fourth 
November, eigbteen hundred and forty-eight, - 


i To the Sioux of Mississippi. 


For interest on three hundred thousand dollars, 
at five per centum, stipulated in the second ar- 
ticle of the treaty of twenty-ninth September, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-seven, 

For limited annuity, stipulated in the second ar- 
ticle of the treaty of twenty-ninth September, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-seven, 

For purchase of medicines, agricultural imple- 
ments, and stock, and for support of farmers, 
physician, and blacksmith, stipulated in the 

} second article of the treaty of the twenty-ninth 

September, eighteen hundred and thirty-seven, 

| For purchase of provisions, stipulated in the sec- 

ond article of the treaty of twenty-ninth Sep- 
tember, eighteen hundred and thirry-seven, - 


| To the Sacs and Foxes of Missouri. 

For interest on one hundred and fifty-seven thou- 
sand four hundred dollars, at five per centum, 
stipulated in the second article of the treaty of 
the twenty-first October, eighteen hundred and 
thirty-seven, - 

To the Sacs and Foxes of Mississippi. 

For permanent anuuity, stipulated in the third 
article of the treaty of third November, eigh- 
teen hundred and four, . - = 

For limited annuity, stipulated in the third article 
of the treaty of twenty-first September, eighteen 
hundred thirty-two, = - = 

For gunsmith, stipulated in the fourth article of 
the treaty of twenty-first September, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-two, -~ = Sar aes 

For iron and steel for shop, = BS a 

| For blacksmith and assistant, stipulated in the 

fourth article of the treaty of fourth Augusty 
eighteen hundred and twenty-four, -~ | ~ 


2 


Salt, stipulated in the third article of the treaty - 


320-00 
2,000 00 


720.00 
. 220 00 


1,00000 
+ 
300 09 


720 00 
220 00 


720 00 
220 00 


250 00 


2,000 00 


32,150 00 


32,150 00 | 


| 
2,000 00 |! 


6,000 00 


3,750 00 


15,000 00 


10,000 00 


8,250 00 


5,500 00 || 


J For iron and steel -for-shop;' z= 
For forty. barre}s-of salt.and-forty kegs 
stipulated inthe fourth article. of the treaty, 


thirty-tWOye s te So Se i nosy 
For interest on two hundred thousand .dallars; 


cle.of the. treaty of the twenty-first: October, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-seven, qa 
For interest on eight hundred thou 
at five per centum, stipulated in the second at- 
ticle of the treaty of the eleventh October, 
eighteen hundred and forty-two, : - 


To the Shawnees. 


hundred and ninety-five, ~- - 
For permanent annuity, stipulated in the’ fourth 
article of the treaty of twenty-ninth September, 
eighteen hundred and seventeen, © - - 
For purcha:e of salt, stipulated in the third article 
of the treaty of the seventh June, eighteen hun- 
dred and three, - - 7 - 
For blacksmith and assistant, stipulated in the 
fourth article of the treaty of eighth August, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-one, - 
For iron and stee! for shop, 


To the Senecas and Shawnees. 


article of the treaty of seventeenth September, 
| eighteen hundred and eighteen, : 
To the Senecas. 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the fourth 
article of the treaty of the twenty-ninth Sep- 
tember, eighteen hundred and seventeen, y 
For permanent annuity, stipulated in théľourth 


temlser, eighteén hundred and eighteen, ~ 
For blacksmith and assistant, stipulated’ in the 
fourth article of the treaty of the twenty-eighth. 
| . February, eighteen hundred and thirty-one, :-: 
For iron and steel for shop, 
For pay of miller, stipulated in the fourth article 
of the treaty of twenty-eighth February, eigh- 
teen hundred and thirty-one, see 


To the Wyandots. 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the third 
article of the treaty of the seventeenth March, 
eighteen hundred and forty-two, 

| For blacksmith and assistant, stipulated in the 
eighth article of the treaty of the seventeenth 
March, eighteen hundred and forty-two, ~ 

For iron and steel for shop. 

For education, stipulated in the fourth article of 
the treaty of the seventeenth March, eighteen 
hundred and forty-two, - ->e 


j To the Winnebagoes. 
For limited annuity, stipulated in the second ar- 
| ticle of the treaty of the first August, eighteen 
| hundred and twenty-nine, 

| For limited annuity, stipulated in the third article 
| ofthe treaty of the fifteenth September, eigh- 
teen hundred thirty-two, - ~ 


the treaty of the first August, eighteen hundred 
i and twenty-nine, - =  -o ee Cm 
| For one thousand five hundred pounds of tobacco, 
stipulated: in 
the fifteenth September, eighteen hundred and 
thirty-two, - - - 
For three blacksmiths aud assistants, stipulated in 
the third article of the treaty of the first August, 
eighteen hundred and twenty-nine, 
For iron and steel for shops, - - 
For laborers and oxen, stipulated in the third ar- 
ticle of ihe treaty of the first August, eighteen 
hundred and twenty-nine, 
f For education, stipulated in the fourth article of 
! the treaty of the fifteenth: September, eighteen 
! hundred and thirty-two,: - beh ® 
| For six agriculturists, purchase of oxen, ploughs, 
and other implements, stipulated in the fifth 
article of the treaty of the fifteenth September, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-lwo, - 
For pay of two physicians, stipulated in the fifth 
article of the treaty of the fifteenth September, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-two,” - 
For interest on one million one hundred thousand 
dollars, at five per centum, stipulated in the 
fourth article of the treaty of the first Novem- 
i ber, eighteen hundred and thirty-seven, - 
|i For interest on eighty-five thousand dollars, at 
i five per centum, stipulated in the fourth article 
‘| of the weaty of the thirteenth October, eigh- 
teen hundred and forty-six, 
For payment in full of a Hke sum heretofore 
wrongfully paid by the Secretary of War, cut 
of the annuities of said Indiansjto the legal rep- 
resentalives of John McFarland, deceased, 


i 
| 
f 
| To the Weas. 
| 
H 


~ = eye 


For permanent annuity, stipulated in the. fifth 
eighteen 


article of the treaty of second October, 
hundred and eighteen, 


i To the Creeks. ~ 

|: For the reappropriation of the sum carried to the 

i surplus fund, under-head-of “ fulfilling treaties 
with the Creeks,” June thirtieth, eighteen hun- 

l dred and forty-sevenyper surplus fund warrant’ 

{ 


number nineteen, 
i i To the Iowas. 


600 00 || For the reappropriation of the sum earried to the 
220. 00 l; surplus fund, under the head of “folfilling 
\) treaties with the Iowas,”” June thirtieth, eigh- 
4 teen hundred and forty-seven, per surplus fund 
eto 00 I! ears aa 


warrant number nineteen, 


twenty-first September, eighteen hundred-and. 
five-per centum, stipulated.in the-second “arti- os 


thousand. ‘doltars, 


For permanent annuity, stipulated in the fourth t 
article of the treaty of third August, seventeen ` 


article of the treaty of the seventeenth Scp- 


For fifty barrels salt, and three thousand pounds 
i of tobacco, stipulated in the second article of 
4,500 v0 | 


the fifth article of the:.treaty of 


40,000 00 


1,000 00 
2,000 00 
60 00" 


840' 00 
220 00 


For permanent annuity, stipulated in the fourth. ; 


1,00000 


17,500 00 


720 00 
370.00 


500 00 
18,000'00 
10,000 09, 

600 00 

175 04 
2,160 00 
"660 00 


965 00 


+ 3,000 00 


2,500 00 


400 00 
55,000 00 
4,250.00 
32,000 00 


3,000.00 
1,957 85 


00 00 
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To the Ottowas and Chippewas. 

For the reappropriation of the sun: carried to the 
surplus fad, under head of “fulfilling treaties 
with the Ottowas‘and Chippewas, > June thir- 
tieth, eighteen hundred and forty-seven, per 
surplus fund warrant mmber nineteen, 

“To the Wyandots. 

For the reappropriation of the sum carried to the. 
-surplus fund, under head of « fulfilling treaties 
with the Wyandots,?? June thirtieth, cighteen 
hundred and forty-seven, per surplus fund wàr- 
rant number nineteen, Í 


To the Cherokees. . 

For compensation and expense of the committee 
of old settler party of Cherokees, their clerks, 
&e:; for services rendered in pursuance of the 
provision contained in the fifth article of the 
treaty of seventeenth August, eighteen hundred 
and forty-six, 


To the Choctaws. 


For interest on the amounts awarded Choctaw 
claimants, under the fourteenth article of the 
weaty of Dancing-rabbitt Creek, of September 
twenty-seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, 
for lauds on which they resided, but which it 
is now impossible to give them, and in lieu of 
the scrip that has been awarded under the act 
of August twenty-fourth, eighteen hundred 
and forty-two, and joint resolution of Congress 
of August third, eighteen hundred and forty- 
six, not deliverable east hy the third section of 
said law, per act of March third, eighteen hun- 
dred and forty-five, - 

For compensation of three special agents and 
four interpreteragor the [ndian tribes of Texas, 
including the purchase of presents, - 

For expenses of holding treaties with the Indian 
tribes of Oregon, for an extinguishment of 
their claims to tands lying west of the Cascade 
mountains, authorized by act of Congress of 
fifth June, eighteen hundred and fifty, 

For expenses of removing the Pottawatomies and 
Saes and Foxes from lowa, west of the Mis- 
souri river, to their own lands, agreeably to the 
terms of a contract entered into by Brevet Ma- 
jor 8. Woods, United States army, - 

For medals for Indian chiefs, =a 

For expenses of procuring information and col- 
leeting statistics necessary to the Indian Bu- 
reau, and for making treaties with and pres- 
ents to the various tribes of Indians residing 
within the limits of the United States upon 
the borders of Mexico, - žá- 

For expenses of treating with the Mississippi and 
St. Peter Sioux, for the extinguishment of 
their tide to lands in Minnesota ‘Territory, 

For expenses of treating with the Indians and 
half-breeds for the extinguishment of the title 
to their lands on the Red river of the North, 
in the ferritory of Minnesota, 

For the additional amount. for expenses paid for 
subsistence, and improperly charged to the 
treaty fund according to the award of the Sen- 
ate of fifth day of September, eighteen hun- 
dred and fifty, under the provisions of the 
eleventh article of the treaty of sixth day of 
August, eighteen hundred and forty-six, and 
that interest be paid on the same at the rate of 
five per centum per annum, according to a 
resolution of the Senate of fifth September, 
eighteen hundred and fitiy, 

To the “Old Settlers? or “ Western Chero- 
kees,” in full of all demands under the pro- 
visions of the treaty of sixth August, eighteen 
hundred and forty-six, according to the princi- 
ples, established in the fourth article thereof 
aud that interest be allowed and paid upon the 
above sums, dire respectively to the Cherokees 
and “ Old Settlers,” in pursuance of the above- 
mentioned award of the Senate under the refer- 
ence contained in the said eleventh article of 
the treaty ofsixth August, eighteen hundred and 
forty-six, - 

For expenses of the resurvey and marking the 
eastern boundary of the country set apart to 
the Choctaw nation, per second article of the 
treaty of Dancing- rabbit Creek, of twenty-sev- 
enth September, eighteen hundred and thirty, 

For expenses of surveying the northern and 
western boundary lines of the Creek country, 
per eighth article of the treaty of fourth Janu- 
ary, eighteen hundred and forty-five, 

For expenses of negotiating treaty with the Chip- 
pewas, ratified in eighteen hundred and forty- 
eight, in addition to the appropriatiun made 
venta July, eighteen hundred and forty- 
eight, - - -= - - 

For expenses of removal and subsistence of the 
Chippewas of Lake Superior and Mississippi 
from the lands ceded under the treaty of fourth 
October, eighteen hundred and forty-two, 

For payment to David Taylor, representative of 
Cul-sut-tee-hee, or Hog, for proceeds of prop- 
erty sold by the United States agents, and 
erroneously paid by Governor P. M. Butler to 
another than the rightful claimant, said claim 
having been allowed by the accounting officers 
of the Treasury, - =- - 

For continuing the collection, and for publishing 
the statistics and other information authorized 
by the act of third March, eighteen hundred 
and forty-seven, - = 

For an advance to the Chippewas of Mississippi 
and Lake Superior of this amount retained by 
the late sub-agent, J. P. Bayss the same to 
be reimbursed to the United States when re- 
covered from the late sub-agent or his sureties, 


189,422 76 


532,896 90 


2,412 16 


1,029 16 


1,509 00 


87,200 00 


15,000 00 


e 


15,000 00 


2,000 00 
1,590 00 


30,000 00 


15,000 00 


10,000 00 


3,462 00 


10,072 00 


1,500 00 


25,000 00 


70 87 


10,000 00 


| For interest due ov investments in stocks of the 


1,382 29 


Foran advance to the Wyandot-Endians of this 
sum retained by. the late sub-agent, Richard 
Hewitt, the same to be reimbursed-to the Uni- 
ted. States when received from said sub-agent 
or his sureties, -° = 


State of Michigan, heid in trust by the Secre- 
tary of the Interior for the time being for the 
benefit of the Cherokee Indians, the same to 
be reimbursed to the United States out of the 
interest when collected, - 
For payment to S. B. Lowry, for services ren- 
dered as interpreter and assistant conductor to 
a delegation of Winnebago Indians who visited 
the seat of Government and concluded the 
treaty with that tribe of thirteenth October, 
eighteen hundred and forty-six, - - 
For payment to Henry M. Rice for articles of 
outfit furnished to the Winnebago delegation 
who visited the seat of Government and con- 
cluded the treaty of eighteen hundred and for- 
ty-six with that tribe, 
For payment to Henry M. Rice for expenses as 
one of the delegates from the Winnebago na- 
tion to the city of Washington in eighteen hun- 
dred and forty-six, and compensation for valu- 
able services rendered the Government in the 
negotiation of the treaty concluded at thattime, 


| For payment to the Winnebago Cndians of cer- 


tain unexpended balances of sums set apart for 
certain objects in the treaty of eighteen hun- 
dred and thirty-seven, but not required there- 
for, and carried to the surplus fund, 

For carrying into effect the treaty with the Sacs 
and Foxes of Mississippi of eleventh October, 
eighteen hundred and forty-three, per act of 
third March, eighteen hundred and forty-three, 

For arrearages of annuities due Cherokees, per 
act of twelfth June, eighteen hundred and 
thirty-eight, - - - - > = 

For expenses of delegation of Seminoles to Flor- 
ida, per act of second March, eighteen hundred 
and forty-one, - - - 

For current expenses of Indian Department, 

For compensation for two years ending thirtieth 
June, eighteen hundred and fifty-one, of an 
assistant to the blacksmith authorized to be em- 
ployed for the Quapaw Indians in the third ar- 
ticle of the treaty of the thirteenth’ May, eigh- 
teen hundred and thirty-three, - 

For the reéstablishment of the blacksmith shop 
for the Senecas and Shawnees, under the 
fourth article of the treaty of twentieth July, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-one, including 
pay of smith and assistant, and the usual sup- 
ply of iron, coal, and steel, 

For expenses of revising, preparing, and printing 
a new code of regulations for the Indian De- 
partment in connection with all laws.and por- 
tions of laws in force in relation to Indian 
affairs, duties and responsibility of saperintend- 
ents and agents, disbursing and accounting for 
public money, &e., and for compiling, print- 
ing, and binding a supplement to the volume 
of Indian treaties published in eighteen hun- 
dred and thirty-seven, 

For compensation of commissioner to negotiate 
with the Wyandot Indians, undir an appoint- 
ment by the President, twenty-seven days, at 
eight dollars per day, as fixed in such case by 
the provision in the last clause of the act of 
July seventeenth, eighteen hundred and forty- 
two, - - - - - - 
For the continuance of the following allow- 

ances to the Creek Indians arising under the 
fifth article of the treaty of the fourteenth Feb- 
ruary, eighteen hundred and thirty-three, viz: 

For pay of blacksmith and assistant, and for iron, 
steel, and coal, 

For pay of wagon-maker, 

For agricultara] implements, 

For education, - 

For payment to Richard Chute for articles of out- 
fit furnished the Winnebago delegation who 
visited the seat of Government and concluded 
the treaty of eighteen hundred and forty-six, 
with that tribe, - - - - - 

For the redemption of the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. James M. White, who was captured by 
the Indians on the borders of New Mexico, 

For payment to Sol-le Emarthia, a Seminote Fn- 
dian, this amount stolen from him by United 
States soldiers at New Orleans, 

To enable the President to hold treaties with the 


various Indian tribes in the State of California, 25,000 00 


For payment to Lewis A. Thomas and Thomas 
Rogers, for services rendered by them in de- 
fence of two Sioux Indians indicted in the dis- 
trict court of the United States for Iowa Ter- 
ritory, holden in the county of Dubuque on 
the eleventh of August, eighteen hundred and 
forty-five, for the murder of two white men, - 

For paying arrears of compensation to an agent 
and two interpreters for the Indian tribes of 
Texas, authorized by an act of third March, 
eighteen hundred and forty-seven, and subse- 
quent acts, - ee 

To pay the Central Bank of Georgia, assignee of 
H. W. Jarnigan & Co., and others, 

For the payment of the awards of General Wil- 
liam B. Mitchell, commissioner under the 
treaty of Chicago, of the twenty-sixth Sep- 
tember, eighteen hundred and thirty-three, 
with the Pottawatomies, reported by him to the 
Secretaty of War on the twenty-eighth Janu- 
ary, eighteen hundred and forty-one, as adjudi- 
eated and approved by the said Secretary, in 
his decision of the third March, eighteen hun- 
dred and forty-one, - - 


< 19,080 00 


29,088 49 | 


~ 39,871 92| 


- 15,083 42 


| 
- 21,044 00 | 


Í 
i 
- 88,589 32 |] 


828 09 


305 00 | 


762 10 


if 
{ 


288 99 || 


1,611 30 


480 00 


1,060 00 | 


3,000 00 


216 00 | 


1,110 00 
600 00 
2,000 00 
1,000 00 
700 05 | 


1,500 00 | 


125 00 | 


500 00 ; 


= 
To be paid by the Creek agent to the surviving 
chiefs of the McIntosh party of Creek Indians, 
to be divided among the chiefs and warriurs, 
the friends and followers of the late General 
William McIntosh, who have not received their 
proportion of the sum of one hundred thou- 
sand dollars, stipulated by the ninth article of 
the treaty between the United States and the 
Creek nation, made at the city of Washington 
on the twenty-fourth January, eighteen hun- 
dred and twenty-six, to be in full of all de- 
mands of said Indians under the said ninth 
article of said treaty, 
To audit and settle the accounts of the companies 
of Texas. Mounted Rangers, commanded by 
Captains B. F. Hill, J. M. Smith, J. Roberts, 
J. S. Sutton, S. P.. Ross, H. E. McCulloch, 
J. W. Johnson, and C. Blackwell, who were 
retained in- or called into service by the Gov- 
ernor of said State, - - ~ paa ine 
To pay any balance that may be due the Delaware 
Indians, who served in the Florida war, under 
the order of the Secretary of War.of July 
twenty-second, eighteen hundred and thirty- 
seven,-for six months’ service, and that the 
Secretary be required to pay according to said 
order, to the chiefs of said tribe of Indians, 


By the act for the relief of Jesse Sutton. 


That the Secretary of the Treasury pay to Jesse 
Sutton, out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, the sum of one thou- 
sand dollars, for services rendered, and coal, 
iron, and steel furnished the Texas Indians, as 
public blacksmith, from the twentieth of May, 
eighteen hundred and forty-six, to the twen- 
tieth of May, eighteen hundred and forty- 
seven, -> - - 


By the act for the relief of Wm. B. Crews. 


That the accounting officers of the Treasury be, 
and they are hereby, directed to ascertain 
whether William. B. Crews has been paid for 
all military services rendered by him to the 
United States, from the eighth of August, eigh- 
teen hundred and forty-seven, to February 
fourteen, eighteen hundred and forty-eight, by 
examining the proper, officers and other per- 
sons as well as the proper rolls of the com- 
pany to whieh he belonged. And the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury is directed to pay, out of 
any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise ap- 
propriated, to said Crews, such sum of maney 
as may be found his dus: Provided, ‘The same 
does not exceed the sum of eighty dollars, and 
the same shall be in full of all claims by said 
Crews against the United States, ~ ~. 


By the act to refund the fine imposed on the 
late Doctor Thomas Cooper, under the se- 
dition law, to his heirs. 


That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he 
is hereby, authorized and directed to refund to 
the heirs of Thomas Cooper, deceased, ont of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap- 
propriated, four hundred dollars, being the fine 
imposed upon the said Thomas Cooper under 
the sedition law passed the fourteenth day of 
July, seventeen hundred and ninety-eight, to- 
gether with. interest thereon, at the rate of six 
per centum per annum trom the first day of- 
November, eighteen hundred, until paid.—f{n- 
definite.) 


By the act for the payment of a company of 
Indian volunteers. 


il That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, 


authorized and required to canse to be paid te 
the spy company of Indian mounted. volun- 
teers (Shawnees and Delawares) called and 
mustered into the service of the United States 
` by Colonel W. S. Harney, United States army, 
on the first day of June, eighteen hundred and 
forty-six, and discharged the thirty-first day of 
August, eighteen hundred and forty-six, one 
day’s pay‘and allowances for every day held 
in service under said muster, and the usual 
travelivg allowances according to rates es- 
tablished for volunteers noder existing laws; 
and the sum of four thousand dollars is hereby 
appropriated for this object out of any moneys 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 


By the act for the relief of Charles Stuart. 


That the Seeretary of the Treasury be and he is 
authorized and required to pay, out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 


priated, to Charles Stuart, late a private in 
company K, of the seventh regiment of New 
York volunteers, commanded by Colonel Ste- 
venson, generally known as the California regi- 
ment, such sum as he would have been enti- 
tled to receive for pay, rations, and clothing, 
from the time he enlisted in said company to 
his return to Norfolk, on the eighth October, 
eighteen hundred and forty-seven, had he re- 
mained with said regiment during that time. 
[Indefinite] 


RECAPITULATION, 


Civil, diplomatic, and miscellaneous, 

Military and fortifications, - 

Indian department, ineluding naval, revolu- 
tionary, and other pensions, 

Naval service, - ~ 


: 2. oy 


4; 


9,288,388 
9,341,585 
5 


5 
- W4 


39,90) 67 


2,000700 


270 00 


2,355,921 35 
Bt td ect 


1,000 00 


Bo 00 


4,000 00 


32 
22 45 
37,573 81 
13,135 37 


Post Office Department, - 
In fulfillment of the treaty with Mexico, 


5,447,589 82 
3,360,000 00 


$42,488,509 77 


IL—OFFICERS CREATED, AND THE SALARIES 
THEREOF. 


By the act (chap. 6) to carry into effect the conven- 
tion between the United States and the Emperor 
of Brazil, of the Q7th of January, in the year 1849. 


One commissioner, at a salary of $3,090 per annum. 
One'tlerk, at a salary of $2,000 per annum. 


- By the act (chap. 10) to supply deficiencies in the ap- 
‘propriations for the service of the fiscal year end- 
ing the 30th of June, 1850. 


Five additional clerks in the office of the Commissioner 
of Customs, for the*period designated, on an annual salary 
each of @1,000. 

Seven additional clerks in the Post Office Department, at 
an annuat salary of $1,400. 

Eight additional clerks in the Post Office Department, at 
an annual salary of $1,200. 

Seven additional clerks in the Post Office Department, at 
an annual salary of $1,000. 

One additional watchman in the Post Office Department, 
ata salary of $365. 

By the act (chap. 16) authorizing the negotiation of 
treaties with the Indian tribes in the Territory of 
Oregon for the extinguishment of their claims to 
lands lying west of the Cascade mountains, and for 
other purposes. 

One or more commissioners, to negotiate treaties with the 
several Indian tribes in the Territory of Oregon, whose 
compensation shall not exceed the rate heretofore allowed 
for similar services. 

A superintendent of Indian affairs for the Territory of 
Oregon, who shall receive an annual salary of $2,500. 

Indian agents, not exceeding three, each of whom to re- 
ceive anannual salary of $1,500. 

By the act (chap. 28) to amend an act entilled ‘An 
act for the better organizttion of the district court 
of the United States within the State of Louisiana,” 
approved the 3d of March, 1849. 

A clerk of the court, for holding a court at St. Joseph, 
parish of Tensas, to be appointed by the judge of the west- 
ern district of Louisiana, to receive the same emoluments 
provided in other cases. 


By the act (chap. 49) proposing to the State of Texas 
the establishment of her 
aries, the relinquishment by the said State of all 
territory claimed by her exterior to said boundaries, 


and of all her claims upon the United States, and i 


to establish a territorial government for New Mexico. 


A governor for the Territory of New Mexico, who shall 
perform the duties and receive the emoluments of superin- 
tendent of Indian affairs, at an annual salary of $1,500 as 
governor, and $1,000 as superintendent of Indian affairs. 

A secretary for the Territory of New Mexico, at an an- 
nual salary of $1,800. 

Achief of tie supreme court for the Territory of New 
Mexico, at a salary of $1,800 per annum. 

Two associate justices of the supreme court, 
whom to receive an annual salary of $1,809. 

Three clerks, appointable by the supreme court or the jus- 
tices thereof, for three judicial districts, each of whom to 
receive the fees which the clerks of the district courts of 


each of 


northern and western bound- | 


Oregon receive. 

An attorney for said ‘Territory, who shall receive the same 
fees and salary as the attorney of the United States for the 
Territory of Oregon. 

A marshal for the Territory of New Mexico, who shall be 
entitled to the same fees as the marshal for the Territory of 
Oregon; and in addition two hundred dollars annually as 
a compensation for extra services, | 

A Legislative Council of thirteen members, to receive three | 
dollars each per day during their attendance at the sessions | 
thereof, and three dollars for every twenty miles travel in | 
going to and returning from the said sessions. i 

A House of Representatives of twenty-six members, to l 
receive three dollars each per day during their attendance 
at the sessions thereof, and three dollars for every twenty ; 
miles travel in going to and returning from said sessions. 


By the act (chap. 51) to establish a Territorial Gov 
ernment for Utah. 
A governor, who shal! perform the duties and receive the 


le 
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emoluments of superintendent of Indian affairs, at an annual 
salary of $1,500 as governor, and $1,000 as superintendent 
of Indian affairs. 

A secretary, at an annual salary of $1,800. 

A Legislative Council, consisting of thirteen members, and 
: House of Representatives, consisting of twenty-six mem- 

ers. 

A chief justice and two associate justices of the supreme 
court, at an annual salary of $1,800 each. 

A clerk to each of three district courts, to receive the fees 
which the clerks of the district courts of Oregon receive. 

‘An attorney, to receive the same fees and salary as the 
attorney for the Territory of Oregon. 


One clerk for the southern district of California, to re- 
ceive the same fees as the clerk for the northern district. 

An attorney. of the United States for each district, to re~- 
ceive each for the first four years double Mie fees of. office 
of the attorney of the United States for the southern district 
of New York, and thereafter the same fees.as that attorney, 
together with-an annual salary of $500... eo 

‘A marshal -for each district, to: receive each for the first 
four years. double the fees allowed to the marshal; for the 
southern district of New York, and. thereafter the same 
fees as that marshal, together with an annual salary of $500. 


By the act (chap. 90) making appropriations for’ the 


A marshal, to receive the same fees as the marshal for 
the Territory of Oregon. 


. 
By the act (chap. 10) to increase the commissariat of 
the United States army. 7 


Four additional commissaries of subsistence to be ap- 
pointed, (compensation not specified in the act.) 


By the act (chap. 76) to create the office of surveyor 
general of the public lands in Oregon, and to pro- 
vide for the survey and to make donations to settlers 
of the said public lands. 

A surveyor generat for the Territory of Oregon, at an an- 
nual salary of $2,500. 

By the act (chap. 79) to create additional collection 


districts in the State of California, and to change 
the existing district therein, and to modify the ex- 
isting collection districts in the United States. 


One collector for San Francisco, at asalary of $10,000 per 
annum. 

Five collectors for the districts of Monterey, San Diego, 
Sacramento, Sonoma, and San Joaquin, at a salary of 
$3,000 each per annum ; and an additional compensation of 
$2,000 each per annum should their official emoluments and 
fees, as provided for by exiating laws, amount to that sum. 

One deputy collector, at San Francisco, at a salary of 
$5,000 per annum. 5 

{'wo surveyors, for Santa Barbara and San Pedro, to be | 
allowed, in addition to the fees authorized by existing laws, į 
$2,000 each per annum. 

- Two principal appraisers for the port of San Francisco 
ata salary of $6,000 per annum, and two assistant apprais- | 
ers at a salary of $3,500 per annam. 


civil and diplomatic expenses of Government for 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1851, and for 
other purposes. ‘ i 


One temporary clerk in the office of Second Comptroller, 
at a salary of $1,090 per annum. ; 

Twelve temporary clerks in the office of the ‘Third Aud- 
itor—two at salaries of $1,400, four at $1,200, and six at 
$1,000 each per annum. 

One additional clerk in the Mint at Philad 
per annum. 

An assayer of gold in California, 
ing $5,000 per annum. à 

One additional clerk in the Mintat New Orleans, at a 
salary of $1,500 per annum. 

‘An additional clerk in the office of the Attorney General, 
at a salary of $2,000 per annum. 

Two additional watchmen on Capitol grounds, at a salary 
of §730 each. ` 


OI—THE OFFICES, THE SALARIES OF WHICH 
HAVE BEEN INCREASED, WITH THE AMOUNT 
OF SUCH INCREASE. 

The governor of the Territory 
annual salary of $3,000. [His du 
Indian affairs, and the compensation a 
charge case to,] 


By the act (chap. 56) making appr: 
service of the Post Office Department during the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1851. 


The compensation of two night watchmen increased $130 
each. 


elphia, at $1,200 


ata salary mot exceed- 


of Oregon to receive an 
ties as superintendent of 
lowed for their dis- 


-opriations for thë 


ary of $8,000 per annum. 


of $7,000 per annum. 

One collector for the district of Milwaukie, in Wiscon- 
sin 
missions and fees authorized by existing laws. 

Six deputy collectors for the ports of Southport, Racine, 
Sheboygan, Green Bay, Depre, in Wisconsin, aud Waw- 
kegan, in Illinois, who shall each receive a salary of $250 
per annum, in addition 10 the commissions and fees au- 
thorized by existing laws. 

One collector for the district of Minnesota, 
$1,200 per annum. : i 

One deputy collector for the district of Minnesota, to re- 
ceive $3 per diem when employed. i f 

One inspector of the customs for the district of Minnesota, 
to receive 62 per day when employed. í 

A surveyor for the port of Memphis, to receive the salary 
and emoluments of surveyors prescribed in an act of Con- 
gress of March 2, 1831. 

An inspector of customs for the port of Chelsea, Massa- 
chusetts, (compensation not prescribed.) i 

A surveyor of customs at the town of Evansville ; and 

A surveyor of customs for the town of New Albany, each 
of whom shall receive the salary and emoluments of sur. 
veyors prescribed by an act of Congress of 2d March, 1831. 

Two additional assistant appraisers authorized for th 
district of New Orleans, at the same salary as other ap- 
praisers for the same district. 

One surveyor of customs 


at a salary of 


others. . 
By the act (chap. 82) to authorize the appointment of 
Indian agents in California. 


Three Indian agents authorized within the State of Cali- i 
ornia, atan annual salary of $3,000 each. = $ | 

laws and the judicial system of 

the State of California. 

One judge for the northern district of California. 

One judge for the southern district of California. 

One clerk forthe northern district of California, to re- 
ceive double the fees of the clerk for the southern district 


the United States to | 


NewjYork, for four years, and the same fees as the same 
clerk thereafter. 


One naval officer for the port of San Francisco, at a sal- |; 
| 


One surveyor for the port of San Francisco, at a salary | 


ata salary of $250 per annum, in addition to the com- 


for the port of Jacksonville, | 


North Carolina, to receive the compensation provided for i tive building increased from 


|| The salary of the treasurer of the mi: 
H 


By the act (chap. 86) to provide for extending the tt 


t 
| 
{ 
| 
| 


By the act (chap. 70) to increase the commissariat of 
the United States army. * 

The senior aid-de-camp of the Major General command- 
ing the army allowed the pay and emoluments of a major 
‘| of cavalry. i 
By the act (chap. 80) making appr 
| naval service for the year ending 
il 1851. 

I| The superintendent of the Naval School at Annapolis to 
i be allowed the pay of an officer of his rank when at sea. 

| By the act (chap. 90) making appropriations for the 
i civil and diplomatic expenses of Government for 
} the year ending the 30th of June, 1851. 

il The salary of one clerk in the office of the First Comp- 
|| troller, increased to $1,400. $ 
I| The assistant messengers, 
{| General Land Office shall eac! 


opriations for the 
the 30th of June, 


i 


laborers, and packers of the 
h receive at the rate of $500 


|| per annum. 
l 


5 


i 
i 
} 


The salary of the messengers in the office of Commis- 
sioner of Pensions increased to $700 per annum 

The salary of the assistant messengers in the office of 
Commissioner of Pensions increased to $500 per annum. 

The salary of the book- keeper and accountant in the of- 
| fice of Chief Engineer increased from $1,000 to $1,200 per 
annum. 
i he compensation of the assistant book-keeper. in the 
! Bureau of Provision and Clothing increased $200 per annum. 
| The salaries of three watehmen of the southwest Bsecu- 
$965 to G500:each per annum: 
nt at New Orleans 


increased to $4,000 per annum. 
| ‘Phe salary of he chief clerk 
| at New Orleans increased to $! 800 per annum. = 

| The salary of a clerk in the Mint at New Orleans in- 
creased to $1,500 per annum. 

The salary of the judge o 
| District of Columbia increase 
| The salary of the Attorney General ine 
\ per annum. 

The salary of the messenger in the office of the Attorney 
| General increased to $700 per annum 

The salary of the treasurer of the 
| increased 4500 per annum., : 
i The salaries of the watchmen ifthe various departments 
|} increased to $500 per annum. 


of the treasurer of the Mint 


f the Orphans’ Court for the 
d 8500 per annum. 
reased to $6,008 


i 


Mint at Philadelphia 
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3lsr Concress, Ist Session. 


Tais is the first number of the CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE 
for this Session—the first of the ‘Thirty-Pirst Congress. f 
shall print several ineusand surplus copies, forthe purpose 
of supplying those who may subscribe withim-a reasonable 
time—say by the 15th of Jannary—with complete copies. 

The first number of the ArPeNDIX willbe printed as soon 
as there is sufficient matter to fill asheet. ‘Che Appendix 
will contain the President’s Messages, the Reports of the 
Heads of the Departments, and the Speeches of the Mem- 
bers of both Houses of Congress, revised by themselves. 

Jt is believed that this Session of Congress will continue 
between eight and nine months, and that the Conares- 
sionat GLOBE and Appenpix will make between eighteen 
hundred and two thousand royal quarto pages—together 
near four thousand royal quarto pages—which is much 
more than was ever printed before of the debates in Con- i 
gress. 

The prices for this Session are as follow: 

For one copy of the Congressional Globe........ 3 00 

For one copy of the Appendix.......eees . 360 

For four copies of either, or part of both.. 10 60 

For ten copies of either, or part of both....... 764020 OF | 


THIRTY-FIRST CONGRESS. 
FIRST SESSION. 


SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


MILLARD Firumore, of New York, Vice President of the 
United States and President of the Senate. 


} 

i 

i 

BSecretary—ASBURY DICKINS. \ 
\ 


The names of Senators, vith the expiration of the term of 
service of each. Democrats (34) in Roman, the Whigs i 
ı @A) in lalic letters, and the Free Soilers (2) in Smati | 
_ Uapitals. i 
From MAINE. | KENTUCKY. ii 
Hannibal Hamlin .......1851: Joseph R. Underwood... .1853` | 
James W. Bradbury....",1853; Henry Clay......+++- .. 1855 | 
New HAMPSHIRE. H ‘TENNESSEE. i 
Joun P. HALE sesers «e. 1853, Hopkins L. Turney. . $... 1851 | 
Moses Norris, Jr.,......1855: John Bell......+5+ 
- MASSACHUSETTS, Ono. i 
Daniel Webster... e.. 1851: Thomas Corwin. sse... 1851 


es... BSS |} 


| 
i 
i 
John Davis ..... m.. 1853 Sa LMON P. CHASE ...... 1855 | 
Ruope ISLAND. LOUISIANA. | 
Albert U. Greene........1851 Solomon W. Downs... ..1853 | 
John H. Olurke......++++1853' Pierre Soulé... e+ e 1855 i 
CONNECTICUT. INDIANA. i 
Roger S. Batdvin,,......1851 Jesse D. Bright... -++ ..1851 
Truman Smith assesses 1855:James Whitcomb ...... 1855 | 
VERMONT. MISSISSIPPI. - | 
Samuel S. Phelps......+. 1851iJefferson Davis sesira .1851 if 
William Upham....... 1855 Henry S. Foote.. .1853 | 
New Yore. ILLINOIS. i 
Daniel S, Dickinson eses 185lStephen A. Douglas.. s.. 1853 | 
Willinm H. Seward......1855,James Shields .....++++- 1855 Í 
New JERSEY. | ALABAMA. | 
William L. Dayton... 185l Jeremiah Clemens | 
Jacob W. BMiller......++ - 1853) Wiliam R. King.. f 
e PENNSYLVANIA, | Missouri. > 1} 
-Daniel Sturgeon......-.. 1351 Thomas H. Benton .. | 
Jumes Cooper sesse s ~ea 1835 David R. Atchison s 
DELAWARE. ARKANSAS. ~ i 
John Wales. sssssesseree 1851| William K. Sebastian . . 1853 
Presley Spruance «+1853 Solon Borland ......6+++ 1855 
MARYLAND. FLORIDA. 
David Stewart*.....---+ 185l'David L. Yulee. seak ti 
James A. Pearce..... 1.21855, Jackson Morton... ..... +1855 |; 
VIRGINIA. MICHIGAN. ! 


NORTH UAROLINA. | Texas. | 
Willie P. Mangwn......1853'Thomas J. Rask ...6....185L |; 
George E. Badger. oss.. igam Houston...... sae ee 1853 

Sourn CAROLINA. | WISCONSIN. 

John C. Calhoun. , 1853. Aenry Dodge... j 


nass i| 
Arthur P. Buter. 1855, Isaac P. Walker .......+ 1855 ; 
GEORGIA. | Jowa. ail 

John M. Berrien ....+++5 1953'George W. Jones ......-1853 || 
1853 | 


William U. Dawson...,. 1855, Augustus C. Dodge... ! 
* Mr, Stewart’s seat is held under Executive appoint- |) 
ment. H 


u e 


= 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. f 
First Session, Thirty First Congress. | 


| 
Alphabetical List (hy States) ofthe Members of the Thirty- 
First Congress. Whigs (105) in Latics; Democrats (112) i 
in Roman; Free Soilers (£3) in Small Capitals, 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
Harry Gibbard, 
Charles H. Peaslee, 


MAINE. i 
Amos TUCK, |i 
| 
i 


| 
Thomas J. D. Fuller, i 
l 
t 


Bibridge Gnr 

Rufus K. Goodenow, i Í 
R o G Liefeld, | James Wilson. i 
John Otis, VERMONT. 4 
Cullen Sawtelle, William Hebard, 


Charles Stetson, Wiliam Henry, 


1 


James Meacham, 
Lucius B: Peek. 


MASSACHUSETTS. - 


CHARLES ALLEN, 
George Ashmun, 
James H. Duncan, 
Orin Fowler, 
Joseph Grinnell, 
Daniel P. King, =~ 
Horace MANN, 


- Julius Rockwell, + 


Robert C. Winthrop, 
Vacancy. 


RHODE ISLAND. 
Nathan P. Dizon, 
George G. King. 

CONNECTICUT. 
WALTER BOOTH, 
Thomas B. Butler, 
Chauncey F, Cleveland, 
Loren P. Waldo. 


NEW YORK. 
Henry P. Alexander, 
George R. Andrews, 
Henry Bennett, 
David A. Bokee, 
George Briggs, 
James Brooks, 
Lorenzo Burrows, 
Charles E. Clarke, 
Harmon S. Conger, 
William Duer, 
Daniel Gott, 
Herman D. Gould, 
Ransom Halloway, 

William F. Jackson, 
John A. King, 
PRESTON KING, 
Orsamus B. Matteson, 
Thomas McKissock, 
William Nelson, 

J. Phillips Phenix, 
Harvey Putnam, 
Gideon Reynolds, 
Elijah Risley, 
Robert L. Rose, 
David Rumsey, jr. 
William A. Sackett, 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 12, 1849. 


Abraham M. Schermerhorn,; 


John L Schoolcraft, 
Peter H. Silvester, 
Elbridge G. Spaulding, 
John R. Thurman, 
Walter Underhill, 
Hiram Walden, 

Hugh White. 


NEW JERSEY. 
Andrew K, Hay, 
James G. King, 
William A. Newell, 
John Van Dyke, 

Isaac Wildrick. - 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

Ohester Butler, 

Samuel Calvin, 

Joseph Cusey, 


. Joseph R, Chandler; 


Jesse U. Dickey, 
Milo M. Diminick, 
John Freedley, 
Alfred Gilmore, 
Moses Hampton, 
Jous W. HOWE, 
Lewis O. Levin,* 
Job Mann, : 
James X. MeLanahan, 
Henry D. Moore, 
Henry Nes, 

Andrew J. Ogle, 
Charles W. Pitman, 
Robert R. Reed, 
John Robbins, jr. 
Thomas Ross, 
Thaddeus Stevens, 
William Strong, 
James Thompson, 
Davin WILMOT. 


DELAWARE, 
John W. Houston. 


MARYLAND. 
Richard I. Bowie, 
Alexander Evans, 
William T. Hamilton, 
Edward Hammond, 
John B. Kerr, 

Robert M. McLane. 


VIRGINIA. 
Thomas H. Averett, - 
Thomas H. Bayly, 
James M. Beale, 
Thomas S. Bocock, 
Henry A. Edmundson, 
Thomas S. Haymond, 
Alexander R. Holladay, 
James MeDowell, 
Fayette McMullen, 
Richard K. Meade. 


John S. Milson, 
Jeremiah Morton, 
Riehard Paiker, 
Paulus Powell, 
James A. Seddon. 


NORTH CAROLINA, 
William S. Ashe, 
Joseph P, Catdwell, 
Thomas L. Oiingman, 
John R. J. Daniel, . 
Eimund Deberry, 

David Outlaw, 

Augustine H. Shepperd, 
Edward Stanly, 

Abraham W. Venable. 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 
Armistead Buri, 
William F. Colcock, 
Isaac E. Holmes, 

John McQueen, 
James L. Orr, 

Daniel Wallace, 
Joseph A. Woodward. 


. GEORGIA. 
Howell Cobb, 
Thomas C. Hackett, 
Hagh A. Haralson, 
Fhomus Butler King, 
Aller F, Quen, 
Jlecander H. Stephens, 
Robert Toombs, 
Marshall J. Wellborn. 


ALABAMA. 
Albert J. Alston, 
Franklin W. Bowdon, 
Williamson R, W. Cobb, 
Sampson W. Harris, 
Henry W. Hilliard, 
David Huthard, — * 
Samuel W. lage. 


MISSISSIPPI. 
Albert G. Brown, 
Winfield S. Featherston, 
William Me Willie, 
Jacob ‘Thompson. 


LOUISIANA. 
Charles M. Conrad, 
John H. Harmanson, 
Emile La Sére; 
Isaac E. Morse. 


OHIO. 
Joseph Cabte, 
Lewis D. Campbell, 
David K. Cartter, 
Moses B. Oorwin, 
John Crowell, 
David T. Disney, 
Nathan Evans, 
Josnta R. GIDDINGS, 
Moses Hoagland, 
WiLLiaM F. HUNTER, ` 
Johu K. Miller, 
Jonathan D. Morris, 
Edson B. Olds, 
Emery D. Potter, 
Josera M. Root, 
Robert C. Schenck, 
Charles Sweetser, 
John L. Taylor, 
Samuel F. Vinton, 
William A. Whittlesey, 
Anos E. Wood. 
KENTUCKY. 
Linn Boyd, 
Daniel Breck, 
Gcorge A. Caldwell, 
James L. Johnson, 
Humphrey Marshall, 
Jotin C. Mason, 
Finis E. McLean, 
Charles S. Morehead, 
Richard fi. Stanton, 
John B. Thompson. 


TENNESSEE. 
Josiah M. Anderson, 
Andrew Ewing, 
Meredith P. Gentry, 
Isham G. Harris, 
Andrew Johnson, 
George W. Janes, 
John H. Savage, 
Frederiek P. Stanton, 
James H. Thomas, 
Albert G. Watkins, 
Christopher H. Williams. 


INDIANA. 
Nathaniel Albertson, 
William J. Brown, 
Cyrus L, Dunham, 
Graham N. Fitch, 
Willis A. Gorman, 
Andrew J. Hanan, 
George W. JULIAN, © 
Joseph E. MeDonaid, 
Edward W. MeGaughey, 
John L. Robinson. ~ 


PA New Seres.. No. 


ILLINOIS: Wyl Srazcues misi 


Faward D. Baker; 


William A. Biesell FLORIDA. = 
Thomas L. Harris, E Carrington Cabelli 
John A, MeClernand, g "TEXAS: : 


William A. Richardson, 
Johu Wentworth, 
Timothy R. Young. 


MISSOURI. 
William V. N. Bay, 
{ James B. Bowlin, 

i James 8. Green, 
Willard P. Hail, 
John S. Phelps. 


Volney E; Howards: 
David S. Kaufmans + 
IOWA, oo 
Shepherd Lefer, . 
William Thompson. 
WISCONSIN. 
Orsamus Cole, 
James D. Doty, 
CHARLES DURKER.~ 


i 

f ARKANSAS. 

| Robert W. Johnson. OREGON, 
MICHIGAN. S.R. Thurston, i 

| Kinsley S. Bingham, MINNESOTA. 


Alexander W. Buel, Henry H. Sibley. 


| * Native American Whig. 


IN SENATE. 


Monvar, December 3, 1849. 


The First Session of the Thirty-First Congress .. ` 
commenced this day, conformably to the Consti- 
| tation of the United States, at the Capitol, in thë 
city of Washington. A nS TS 

The following Senators appeared in their seats: 
| From Maine—Mr. Hamlin. ae 
| New Hampshire—Messrs. Hale and Norris. ° 
Vermont—Messrs. Phelps and Upham. 
Massachusetts—Mr. Davis. 

'| Rhode Island—Messrs. Greene and Clarke. 
Connecticut Messrs. Baldwin and Smith. 
New York—Mr. Seward. 
New Jersey—Mr. Milter. i 
Pennsylvania—Messrs. Sturgeon and Cooper. 
Delaware—-Mr. Wales. i 
Maryland—Mr. Pearce. : 
Virginia—Messrs. Mason and Flanter. wo 
‘North Carolina—Messrs, Mangum and Badger. 
‘South Carolina—Messrs. Calhoun and Butler. 
Georgia—Mr. Dawson. 
| Mississippi—Messrs. Davis and Foote. 
Louisiona—Mr. Downs. 
; Tennessee—Mr. Bell. 
|  Kentucky—Messrs. Underwood and Clay.“ «. 
| Ohio—Messrs. Corwin and Chase, < oo 
Michigan—Messrs. Cass and Felch, 0 0, 
| Indiana—Mr. Whitcomb. | : apa 
i Ilinois—Mr. shields. : : 
| \Missouri—Messrs. Benton and Atchison." 
|. Jowa—Messrs. Jones and Dodge. : 
it. . Wisconsin—Messrs. Dodge and Walker. 5 
| The Rev. Mr. Sticer officiated as Chaplain. 
|. The Hon. MILLARD FILLMORE, Vice 
| President of the United. States and President oF 
| the Senate, took the chair. Peas 
| Mr. UNDERWOOD presented the credéen als 
| of the Hon. Henry CLAY, elected: a Senator: by 
| the Legislature of Kentucky for the term of six 
| years, commencing the fourth day of March, 1849; 
which were read, and the oath prescribed by law 
| was administered to Mr. Cuay, and he took. his 
: seat in the Senate. : 
| Mr. MANGUM presented the credentials: of 
i! the Hon. James Suiexps, of Ilinois, elected a 
Senator by the Legislature of Illinois for the term 
of six years, commencing on the fourth day of 
March, 1849; which were read, arid the oath pre- 
seribed by law was administered to Mr. SBIELDS, 
| and he took his seat in the Senate. l a 
i On motion by Mr. STURGEON, ordered. that 
|’ the Secretary of the Senate acquaint the House of 
Representatives that a quorum of.the Senate has 
assembled, and that the Senate 1s ready to proceed 
| to business. ; 


Mr. FELCH; ordered that the 
| daily hour of meeting of the Senate be 12 o’elock 


i 

| Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, submitted the following 
| resolution, which was considered by. unanimous 
| 


{ . Resolved, That each Senator be supplied during the pres- 
i ent session with newspapers, Os heretofore, mot exceeding 
| the cost of four daily newspapers. o 

| - On'motion by Mr. MANGUM, the Senate ad- 
journed. : - 
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THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Dec. 3, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, December 3, 1849. 

Pursuant to the provision of the Constitution of 
the United States, which declares that “ Congress 
shall assemble at least once in every year, and 
such meeting shall be on the first Monday.in De- 
cember, unless they shall, by law, appointa differ- 
ent day,” the House of Representatives assembled 
this day. . g 

Precisely at the hour of twelve, meridian, the 

House was called to order by Tuomas J. Camp- 
BELL, Esq., Clerk of the House of Representatives 
of the 30th Congress. And, agreeably to usage, 
the Clerk proceeded to call the roll of Members in 
the order of the States and Territories. Before 
‘doing so, he stated that, in discharging this duty, 
he should call the names of such members as, from 
prima facie evidence before him, he was satisfied 
had been elected. 

The roll having been called, it appeared that 223 
Members had answered to their names, being all 
the Members of the House with the exception of 
the following, who were absent: A. H. SHer- 
perp, Tuomas B. Km, A. J. Ausron, DaviD 
Hussar, A. Q. Brown, M. P. Genrrs, G. W. 
Jurian. 

The Crerx having announced that a majority of 
the whole number of Members elected had an-. 
swered to their names, 

. Mr. BOYD moved that the House do now pro- 
-ceed to the election of Speaker, viva voce. 

No objection having been made— 

The House proceeded to the election of a 
Speaker. f 

The CLerg announced the following Members 
as tellers to count the vote: Mr. Hincrarn, of Ala- 
bama; Mr. Strona, of Pennsylvania; Mr. Durr, 
of New York; Mr. Mirer, of Ohio. 

The roll having been called in alphabetical or- 
der, the following was declared to be the result of 


the ballot: 
Mr. Cobb, of Geor 
Mr. Winthrop, of Massachusetts...s.eceeeeses eres 
Mr. David Wilmot, of Pennsylvania........e.eeee: 
Mr. Meredith P. Gentry, of Tennessee. 
Mr. Horace Mann, of Massachusetts.. .. 
Mr. James Thompson, of Pennsylvania, .......s00+ 
‘Mr. Chauncey F. Cleveland, of Connecticut....... 
Mr. James A. Seddon, of Virginia... ..ecce eee eeeee 
Mr. James L. Orr, of South Carolina 
Mr. David T. Disney, of Obio........... 
Mr. Joseph M. Root, of Ohtio........ 


gia, received.. sese sessseess ese.. 103 
96 


det et et et et bet DD O OC 


bassesoe 


The following is the vote in detail: 

For Mr. Cobh—Messrs. Albertson, Ash, Averett, Bay, 
Bayly, Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, 
Boyd, William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, Joseph Cable, George A. 
Calkiwell, Carter, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Coicock, Daniel, 
Dimmick, Disney, Dunham, Edmundson, Ewing, Feather- 
ston, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hack- 
ett, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, Har- 
manson, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas 
L. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holladay, Howard, Inge, 
Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, 
La Sére, Leffler, Littlefield, Joh Mann, Mason, McCler- 
nand, MeDonald, McDowell, McLanahan, Robert M. Me- 
Lane, MeMullen, McQueen, McWillie, Meade, Miller, 
Millson, Morris, Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Phelps, 
Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Sav- 
age, Sawtelle, Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. 
Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweetzer, Thomas, Jacob Thomp- 
son, James Thompson, William Thompson, Venable, Wal- 
den, Waldo, Wallace, Welborn, Wentworth, Whittlesey, 
Wildrick, Wood, and Young. 

For Mr. Win'hrop-—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, An- 
drews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, 
Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. Buder, 
J. P. Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Clingman, 
Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, 
Duer, Duncan, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, 
Freediey, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, 
Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Houston, Hun- 
ter, Jackson, James L. Johnson, Kerr, Danie! P. King, Geo. 
G. Kine. James G. King, John A. King, Levin, Horace 
Mann, Marshall, Matteson, McGaughey, McKissock, Finis 
E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Nelson, Nes, 
Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Phenix, Pitman, Putnam, 
Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sack- 
ett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Silvester, Spal- 


ding, Sprague, Stanly, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, John B.. 


Thompson, Thurman, Underbill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Wat- 
Kins, White, Williams, and Wilson. 

For Mr. Wilmot—Messrs. Allen, Booth, Durkee, Giddings, 
Howe. Preston King, Root, and Tack. 

For Mr. Genitry—Messrs. £. C. Cabell, Hilliard, Morton, 
Owen, A. H. Stephens, and Poor 

For Mr. Mann, of Massuchusetts—Messrs. Campbell and 
Crowell. 

For Mr. Thompson, of Pennsyluania—Mr. Cleveland. 

For Mr, Clevelan}.__-Mr. Peck, 

For Mr. Seddon—Mr. Woodward 

For Mr. Orr—Mr. Holmes. 

For Mr. Disney—Mr. Doty. 

For Mr. Root—Mr. Wilmot. 

No- gentleman having received a majority of the 


whole number, the House again proceeded to vote. 


cs 


i Wood, and Young. 


The roll was then called a second time, when 
the tellers reported that the whole number of votes 
given was 221; necessary to ‘a chéice 111; of 
which 7 

Mr. Cobb, of Georgia received.... 

Mr. Winthrop.......e000. 

Mr. Wilmot. 

Mr. Gentry....cseecese 

Mr. Horace Mann.......+- 

Mr. James Thompson.... 

Mr. Cleveland......... 

Mr. Seddon. ja 

Mr. Disney 

Mr. Durkee. 

Mr. F. P. Stanton....... 

Mr. Woodward............0ceeenee 


sosseovececceesed 
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The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Oobb—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
Bayly, Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, 
Boyd, W. J. Brown, Buel, Burt; Joseph Cable, G. A. Cald- 
well, Carter, W. R. W. Cobb, Cotcock, Daniel, Dimmick, 
Disney, Dunham, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, 
Faller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hackett, Ball, Ham- 
iton, Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, Harmanson, Isham G. 
Harris, S. W. Harris, T. L. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, 
Holladay, Howard, Inge, Andrew Jobnson, Robert W. John- 
son, Jones, Kaufman, La Sère, Lefer, Littlefield, Job 
Mann; Mason; McClernand. McDonald, McDowell, MeLan- 
ahan, R. M. McLane, McMullen, McQueen, MeWilhe, | 
Meade, Miller, Mitison, Morris, Morse, Olds, Parker, Peas- 
lce, Phelps, Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, 
Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Richard H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, 
Jacob ‘Thompson, James Thompson, William Thompson, 
Venable, Waiden, Waldo, Wallace, Wellborn, Wentworth, 
Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wood, and Young. 

For Mr. Winthrop—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson. Andrews, 

Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, 
Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, Joseph 
P. Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Clingman, 
Cole, Conger, Conrid, Corwin, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, 
Dner, Duncan, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, 
Freediey, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Haltoway, 
Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Houston, Hun- 
ter, Jackson, James L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniet P. King, 
George G. King, James G. King, John A. King, Levin, Hor- 
ave Maun, Marshall, Matteson, McGaughey, McKissock, 
Finis K. McLean, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Nelson, 
Nes, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Phenix, Pitman, Pat- 
nam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, 
Sackett, Sehenck, Schermerhorn, Schooleraft, Silvester, 
Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, John 
B. Thompson, Thurman, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, 
Watkins, White, Williams, and Wilson. 

For Mr. Wilmot—Messrs. Allen, Booth, Durkee, Giddings, 
Howe, Preston King, Root, and Tuck. 

For Mr. Gentry—Messrs. E. C. Cabell, Hilliard, Morton, 
Owen, A. H. Stephens, and Toombs. 

For Mr. Horace Mann—Messrs. Campbell and Crowell. 

For Mr. Thompson, of Pennsylvania—Mr. Cleveland. 

For Mr. Clevetand—Mr. Peck. 

For Mr. Seddon—Mr. Orr. 

For Mr. Disney—Mr. Doty. 

For Mr. Durkee—Mr. Wilmot. 

For Mr. F. P. Stanton—Mr. Woodward. 

For My. Woodward—Mr. Holmes. 


No choice. 


The roll was then called a third time, when the 
tellers reported that the whole number of votes given 
was 221; necessary to a choice 111, of which— 


Mr. Cobb, of Georgia, received 
Mr. Winthrop . 
Mr. Wilmot 
Mr. Gentry... 
Mr. Cleveland... 
Mr. Horace Mann...... 
Mr. James Thompson, 

Mr. Potter...... 
Mr. Meade... 
Mr. Seddon 

Mr. Tuck...... 
Mr. F. P. Stanton... ..ececeeeee . 
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The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Cobb—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
Bayly, Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, 
Boyd, W. J. Brown, Buel, Burt, Joseph Cable, George A. 
Caldwell, Cartter, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Coleock, Dan- 
jel, Dimmick, Disney, Dunham, Edmundson, Ewing, 
Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, 
Hackett, Wall, Hamilton, Hammond, ‘Haralson, Harlan, 
Harmanson, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas, 
L. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holladay, Howard, Inge, 
Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, 
La Sére, Leffler, Littiefield, Job Mann, Mason, MeCler- 
nand, McDonald, McDowell, McLanahan, R. M. McLane, 
McMullen, McQueen, McWillie, Meade, Miller, Millson, 
Morris, Morse, Olds, Parker, Peaslee, Phelps, Potter, Pow- 
eli, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Saw- 
telle, Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, | 
Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Jas. 
Thompson, Wiliam Thompson, Venable, Walden, Waldo, 
Wallace, Wellborn, Wentworth, Whittlesey, Wildrick, 

! 


For Mr. Winthrop—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, An- 
drews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Rokee, Bowie, Breck, 
Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Batler, Thomas B. But- 
ler, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, 
Clingman, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Deherry, Dickey, 
Dixon, Duer, Duncan, AJexander Evans, Nathan Evans, 
Fowler, Freedley, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halio- 


way, Hampton, Hay, Haymond,-Hebard, Henry, Houston, 
Hunter, Jackson, James L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, 
George G. King, James.G. King, John A. King, Levin, 
Horace Mann, Marshall, Matteson, McGaughey, McKissock, 
Finis E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Nelson, 
Nes, Newell, Ogie, Otis, Outlaw, Phenix, Pitman, Putnam, 
Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, 
Schenck, Schermerhern, Schooleraft, Silvester, Spaulding, 


Sprague, Stanly, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, John B. 


Thompson, Thurman, ‘Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Wat- 
kins, White, Williams, and Wilson. i 

For Mr. Wilmot—Messrs. Allen, Durkee, Giddings, Howe, 
Preston King Root, and Tuck. 

For Mr. Gentry—Messrs. ©. C. Cabell, Hilliard, Mortons 
Owen, A. H. Stephens, and Toombs. 

For Mr. Cleveland— Messrs. Booth and Peck. 

For Mr. Horace Mann—Messrs. J. D. Campbell, and 
Crowell. 

For Mr. James Thompson—Mr. Cleveland. 

For Mr. Emery D. Potter—Mr. Doty. 

For Mr. Richard K. Meade—Mr. 1. E. Holmes. 

For Mr. James A. Seddon—Mr. Orr. 

Fur Mr. Amos Tuck—Mr. Wilmot. 

For Mr. F. P. Stanton—Mr. Woodward. 

No choice. 

Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, moved that 
the House do now adjourn until the -hour of 
twelve to-morrow. 

[Cries of assent and dissent on both sides of the 
House.] : ' 

The question was put by the Clerk. ; 

A division was asked, and tellers also were 
called for and ordered; and Messrs. Houses of 
South Carolina, and Wenrworrtn of Hlinois, 
were appointed. j 

The question was then taken, and decided in the 
negative—ayes 97, noes 108. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The House then again proceeded to vote for 
Speaker. 

The roll was then called a fourth time, when the 
tellers reported that the whole number of votes 
given was 221; necessary to a choice 113; of which 


Mr. Cobb, of Georgia, received... ... cececeee ween T02 
Mr. Winthrop... .cccccceeeree egiri sei wove 96 
Mr. Cleveland.. ..s.eecesecsosoosasoeso TTE 


Mr. Wilmot.. 
Mr. Gentry... cence 
Mr. Horace Mann.... 
Mr. Seddon... .cceceeeeeee ce 

Mr. James TPhompson...... geese ae 
Mr. Potter... .cccccescerenerecnccrens 
Mr. Booth........ceee eens 
Mr. Frederick P. Stanton.. 
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The following is the vote in detail: ; 
For Mr. Cobb—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
Bayiy, Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Boeock, Bowdon, Bowlin, 
Boyd, William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, Joseph Cable, George 
A. Caldwell, Carter, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Goleoek, 
Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, Dunham, Edmundson, Ewing, 
Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, 
Hackett, Ball, Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, 
Harmanson, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thonias 
L. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holladay, Howard, Inge, 
Andrew Jotnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La 
Sere, Leffler, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, McClernand, 
McDonald, McDowell, McLanahan, R. M. McLane, Me- 
Mullen, MeQneen, McWillie, Meade, Miller, Milson, Mor- 
ris, Morse, Olds, Parker, Peastee, Phelps, Potter, Powell, 
Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, 
Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Stetson, 
Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James 
Thompson, William Thompson, Venable, Walden, Waldo, 
Wallace, Weliborn, Wentworth, Whittlesey, Wildrick, ~ 
Wood, and Young. È 

For Mr. Winthrop—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, An- 
drews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breek, 
Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester: Butler, Thomas B. Butler, 
Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, Clarke,’Cling- 
man, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Dehberry, “Dickey, 
Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Alexander Evans, Natban. Evans, 
Fowler, Preedley, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnelly Hallo- 
way, Hampton, Hay, Havmond, Hebard, Henry, : Houston, 
Hunter, Jackson, James L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, 
G. G. King. J. G. King, J. Ae King, Levin, H. Mann, Mar- 
shall, Matteson, McGaughey, McKissock, Finis E. McLean, 
Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Nelson, Nes, Newel), Orle, 
Otis, Outlaw, Pheenix, Pitman, Puynam, Reed, Reynolds, 
Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sa€kett, Schenck, Seher- 
merhorn, Schooleraft, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, 
Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, John B. Thompson, Thurman, 
Underhill, Varn Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, Williams, 
and Wilson. ; 

Por Mr. Wilmot— Messrs, Allen, Durkee, Giddings, Howe, 
P. King, Root, and Tuck. 

For Mr. Gentry—Messrs. E. C. Cabell, Hilliard, Morton, 
Owen, A. H. Stephens, and Toombs. 

For Mr. Clereland—Messrs. Booth and Peck. 

For Mr. Mann—Messrs. Campbell and Crowell. 

For Mr. James Thompson—Mr. Cleveland. 

For Mr. Seddon—Messrs. Holmes and Orr. 

For Mr. Potter—Mr. Doty. 

For Mr Booth—Mr. Wilmot. 

For Mr. F. P. Stanton—-Mr. Woodward. 


There still being no choice-— 

Mr. LEVIN moved that the House do now 
adjourn until the hour of twelve to-morrow. 

Tellers were asked and ordered. 

Messrs. Wentwortu of Illinois,and THOMPSON, 
of Kentucky, were appointed. 


The question was then taken, and decided in 
the afficmative—ayes 120, noes not counted. 

So the House adjourned. antil te-morrow at 
twelve o'clock. 


F. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuespar, December 4, 1849. 


The following additional Senators appeared: in 
their seats to-day: © ° z ies ; 

Mr. Dayton. of New Jersey. 

Mr. Rusx of Texas. 

Mr. Torner of Tennessee. 

“Mr. Sesasrian of Arkansas. 

The Journal having been read— 

Mr. BADGER submitted the following resolu- 
tions which was considered by unanimous consent, 
and agreed to: j 

Resolved, That fifty additional copies of the Journal of 
he Senate be printed*for the use of the Senate. 

Mr. CASS submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
agreed toz ` 

Resolved, That the Secretary be directed to furnish each 
member of the present Senate, who has not already received 
them, one copy of the Constitution and other hooks ordered 
to be furnished to tke Senaters by tke resolution of Febru- 
ary, 18, 1847. E E 

-There being no further business before the Sen- 
ate— 

Qn metion by Mr. HALE, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Torspar, December 4, 1849. 


At twelve o'clock, m., the House was called to 
_order by Toomas J. Campresr, Esq., Clerk of the 
House of Representatives of the 36th Congress. 

The following members, in addition to those 
whose names were published yesterday, appeared 
and took their seats: Mr. Brown of Mississippi, 
Mr. Hograro of Alabama, ard Mr. SAEPPERD 
of North Carolina. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
VOTE FOR SPEAKER. 


Mr. BOYD, of Kentucky, moved that the House 
do now proceed to ballot fof*Speaker. 

{Several Vorces: Vate—not bailot.] 

Mr. WHITE said ke weuld like to understand 
that question. R 

Mr. BOY D said ke intended, of course, that the 
¥Inuse should vote, according to usage, viva vece. 

The question was then taken, and decided in the 
affirmative, without a division. 
~ So the House again proceeded to vote for 
Speaker. ; 

Mr. Hixrarp, of Alabama; Mr. Sreone, of 
Pennsylvania; Mr. DUER, of New York; and Mr. 
Muter, of Ohio, resumed their seats at the 
Glerk’s table as tellers. to count the vote. 

The roll was called for the fifth time, when the 
tellers reported that the whole number of votes 
given in was 224; necessary to a choice 113; of 
which— 


$ 


. 


Mr. Cobb, of Georgia, receded PEPEE cece eee e eee LOZ 
Mr. Winthrop... ....-- eres ». 95 
“Mr. Wilmot... .19 
Mr. Gentry... 6 
Mr. Mann, of Massachus 2 
Mr. Richardson sasa ec ee een 2 
Mr, Cleveland... l 
Mr. Potter... 1 
Mr. Haralson.......-+ $ 
Mr. Stanton, of Tennessee... 1 
Mr. Thompson, of Pennsylvania 
Wir, ROOt.. aons sesssasressessesea terere peresse 1 
24 


The following is the vote in detail: 

For Mr. Cobb—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
Bayly, Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Bococek, Bowdon, Bow- 
lin, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, 
Burt. Joseph Cable, George A. Caldwell, Cartter, W iHiamson 
R. W. Cobb, Cotcock, Daniel, Dimmick, Disney a 
Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gil- 
more, Gorman, Green, Hackett, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, 
Haralson, Harlan, Harmansoa, Isham G. Harris, Sampson 
Wa Harris, Thomas &. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagiand, Holladay, 
Howard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, 
Kaufman, La Sére, Leffler, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, 
McClernand, McDonald, McDowell, McLanahan, Robert 
M. McLane, MeMutlen, McQueen, Me Willie, Meade, Mil- 
jer, Millson, : : 
Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Sav- 
age, Sawtelle, Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. 
Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thomp- 
gon, James Thompson, William Thempson, Venable, Wal- 
den, Waldo, Wallace, Wellborn, Whiulesey, Wildrick, 
Wood, and Young. 

For Mr. Winthrop—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Aat 
drews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, 


, Dunham, į 


Morris, Merse, Gida, Parker, Peastee, Phelps, į 
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| given in was 224; necessary to a choice 113; of 


| man, La Sère, Leffler, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, 


Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B; Butler; 
Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Casey,Chandier, Clarke, Cling- 
man, -Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Deherry, Dickey, Dix-: 
on; Deer, Duncan, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Fow- 
ler, Freediey, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, 
Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebatd, Henry, Houston, Hun‘er, 
Jackson, James L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George 
G. King, Jas. G. King. John A. King, Levin, Horace Mann, 
Marshall, Matteson, McGaughey, McKissoek, Finis E. Me- 
Lean, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Nelson, Nes, Newell, 
Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Phenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Rey- 
nolds, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, 
Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, 
Stanly, Thaddeus Stevens, Taytor, Jobn B. Thompson, 
Thurman, Underhifl, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, 
Williams, and Wilson. i 

For Mr. Wilmot—Messrs. Allen, Booth, Durkee, Giddings, 
Howe, Preston King, Root, Sprague, Tuck, and Wentworth. 

For Mr. Gentry—Messrs. B. C. Cabell, Hilliard, Morton, 
Owen, A. H. Stephens, and Toomba. 

For Mr. Mann, of Massackusetts—Messrs. Campbell and 
Crowell. x 

For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Hubbard and Orr. 

For Mr. Thompson, of Pennsylvunia—Mr, Gievelanå. 

For Mr. Potter—Mr. Doty. 

For Mr. Haralson—Mr. Holmes. 

For Mr. Cleveland—Mr. Peck. 

For Mr. Root—Mr. Wilmot. 

For Mr. Stanton, of Tennessee—Mr. Woodward. 

No gentleman having received a majority of the 
whole number, the House again proceeded to vote. 

The roll was then called a sixth time, when the 
tellers reported that the whole number of votes 
given in was 224; necessary to a choice 113; of 
which— 

Mr. Cobb, of Georgia, received.. sss. sses ese 

Mr. Winthrop..........s00- +. 

Mr. Wilmot.. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


A 


Potter ......6- 
Richardson.. 
Mr. Thompsen, of Pe 
Mr. Cleveland M 
Mr. Stanton, of Tennessee 
Mr, Julian........-. 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr, Cobb—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, | 
Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Al- 
bert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, Joseph 
Cable, George A. Caldwell, Cartter, W. R. W. Cobb, Col- 
cock, Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, Dunham,*Edinundson, 
Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gor- 
man, Green, Hackett, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Harai<on, 
Harlan, Harmanson, Isham G. Harris, Samp:on W. Harris, 
Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holladay, Howard, 
Inge, Andrew Jobnzon, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kauf- 


McClernand, McDonald, McDowell, McLanahan, R, M. 
McLane, McMullen, McQueen, Me Willie, Meade, Miller, 
Millsan, Morris, Morse, Olds, Parker, Peastee, Phelps, 
Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Sav- 
age, Sawtelle, Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. 
Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thomp- 
son, James Thompson, William Thompson, Venable, Wal- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


den, Waldo, Wallace, Wellborn, Whituegey, Wildrick, 
Wood, and Young. 

For Mr. Wintkrop—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, An- 
drews, Ashmun, Bakef, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, 
Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butier, 
Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Cling- 
man, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Deberry, Dickey, 
Bixon, Duer, Duncan, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, 
Fowler, Freedley, Goodenow, Gott, Gouid, Grinuell, Ballo- 
way, Hampton, Hay, Haymoad, Hebard, Henry, Houston, 
Hunter, Jackson, Jawes L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, 
George G. King, James G. King, John A. King, Levin, 
Horace Mann, Marshall Matteson, McGaughey, McKis- 
sock, Finis E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, 
Nelson, Nes, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Quulaw, Phoenix, Pit- 
man, Putnam, Rees, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, 
Rumfey; Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Sehoolcraft, 
Shepgerd, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Thaddeus 
Stevens, Taylor, John B. Thompson, Thurman, Under- 
hill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, Williams, and 
Wilson. 

For Mr. Wilmot—Messrs. Allen, Booth, Durkee, Gid- 
dings, Howe, Preston King, Root, Tuck, and Wentworth. 

For Mr. Gentry—Messrs. E. C. Cabell, Hilliard, Morton, 
Owen, A. H. Stephens, and Toombs. 

For Mr. Potter—Messrs. Bingham, Cleveland, and Doty. 

For Mr. Mann, of Massuchuselts—Messrs. Campbell and 
Crowell. 

For Mr. Richardsaon—Messrs. Hubbard and Orr. 

For Mr. Thompson, of Mississippi—Mr. Holmes. 

For Mr. Cleveland—Mr. Peek. 

For Mr. Julian—Mr. Wilmot. 

For Mr. Stauton, of Tennessee—Mr. Woodward. 


No choice. 
The roli was then called a seventh time, when 
the tellers reported that the whole number of votes 


which— 
Mr. Cobb, of Georgia, received. 
Mr. Winthrop...... 
Mr. Wilmot... 
Mr. Gentry.. 
Mr. Potter... 
Mr. Richardson...... 
Mr. Mann, of Massachusetts. 
Mr. Boyd.......+ 


MY, Allen. oo ase cake eee eens eens atees scene ceed! 


100 
.. 97 
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Mr. Stanton, of Tennessees.. 
‘Mr. Cleveland aias aies aes 


The following is the vote in detail: > oo 
For Mr,.Cobb—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, . 
Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Al- 
bert G. Brown,” William J, Brown, Buel, Joseph: Cabte, 
George A. Caldwell, Cartter, W.R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Dan- 
iel, Dimmick; Disney, Dunham, Hdmundson, Ewing, Feath- 
erston, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Giknore, Gorman, Green, Hack- 
eit, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond; Haralson, Harlan, Warman 
son, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W Harris, Thomas... Har- 
ris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holaday, Howard, loge, Andrew 
Solinson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kaniman, fa S 
Leffler, Littleficid, Job Mann, Mason, McéClernand, MeDon * 
ald, MeDowel!t, McLanahan, Robert M. McLane;McMullen” 
MeQueen,Mc Willie, Mende,Miller, Millson, Morris, Morse? 
Olds, Parker, Peaslee, Pheips, Potter, Powell, Richardson? 
Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, F.P- 
Stanton, R. H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Thomass 
Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, William Thompsons 
Venable, Watden, Waldo, Wallace, Wellborn, Whittlesey, 
Wiidrick, Wood, and Young. 

Por Mr. Winthron—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson,: An- 
drews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck,” 
Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B: Butler, 
Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Cling- 
man, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Deberry, Dickey, Dix- 
on, Duer, Duncan, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Fow- 
ter, Freedley, Goodenow, Gott, Gonld, Grinnell, ‘Balloway, 
Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Houston, Bunter, 
Jackson, James L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George 
G. King. James G. King, John A. King,’ Levin, Horace 
Mann, Marshall, Matteson, McGaughey, McKissock, Finis 
E. McLean, Meactiam, Moore, Morehead, Nelson,: Nes, 
Newell; Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Phoenix, Pitman, Putnam; 
Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, 
Schenck, Sehermerhorn; Schooleraft, Shepperd, Silvester, 
Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Phaddeus Stevens, Taylor. John: 
B. Thompson, Thurman, ‘Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, 
White, Williams, and Wilson. Pe Ue oe get 

For Mr. Wilmot—Messrs. Alien, Booth, Durkee,» Gid- 
dings, Howe, Preston King, Root, Tuck, and Wentworth. 

Por Mr. Gentry —Mesars. E. C. Cavell, Hilliard, Morton, 
Owen, A. H. Stephens, and Toombs, S 

For Mr. Potter—Messrs. Bingham, Cleveland, and Doty. 

For Mr. Richardson—Messts. Holmes, Hubbard, and Orr. 

For Mr. Mann, of Massachusetis—Messts. Campbell and 
Crowell. í 

For Mr. Boyd—Mr. Bart. 

For Mr. Uleveland—Mr, Peck. 

Por Mr. Allen—Mr. Wilmot. 

For Mr. Stanton, of Tennessee—Mr. Woodward. 


No choice. ; 


The roll was then cailed the eighth time, when 
the tellers reported that the whole number of 
votes given was 224; necessary to a choice 113; 
of which— 


Mr. Cobb, of Georgia, received. .... esenee neeese DD. 

. Winthrop. 37> 

. Wilmot... 9° 
e GEY .ceeeee 
PONET sapessesoersse 
. Mann, of Massachusetts. 
. Richardson .. 
Boyd. 
. Bayly. 
. Cleveland. 
HOWE cece oe eee 
. Stanton, of Tennessee.. sns 


Penne eee eeereee sees 


PY pale O20 a ES 


The following is the vote in detail: 
For Mr. Cobb—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, 
Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bissell Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, 
Boyd, Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Bel, Joseph 
Cable, George A. Caldwell, Cartter, Williamson R: W: Cobb, 
Cotcock, Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, Duabam, Edmundson, 
Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, 
Green, Hackett, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, Har- 
lan, Harmanson, Isham, G.: Harris, Sampson W. Harris, 
‘Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holladay, Howard, 
Inge, Andrew Johnson, Robert W; Johnson, Jones, Kauf- 
man, La Sére. Leffler, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, Me- 
Clernand, McDonald, McDowell, MecLanaban, R. Mi Me- 
Lane, McMullen, McQueen, MeWitllie, Meade, Miller, 
Millson, Morris, Morse, Olds, Parker, Peaslee, Phelps, 
Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Sav 
age, Sawtelle, Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. 
Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thomp- 
son, James Thompson, William Thompson, Venable, Wal- 
den, Wallace, Wellborn, Whittiesey, Witdrick, Wood; and 
Young. ’ 5 sA za 
For Mr. Winthrop—Messts. Alexander, Anderson, Ane 
drews, Ashman, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, 
Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Batler, Thomas B. But- 
jer, Joseph P, Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, Chandier, Clarke, 
Clingman, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin; Deberry, Dickey, 
Dixon, Buer, Duncan, Alexander-Evans, Nathan Evans, 
Fowler, Freedley, Goodenow, Gott; Gould, Grinnell, Hallo- 
way, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Houston, 
Hunter, Jackson, James L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P, King, 
George G. King, James G. King, John A. Kì- g Levis, 
Horace Mann, Marshall; Mazteson, McGanghey, MeKissock, 
F. E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Nelson, Nes, 
Newell, Ogie, Otis; Oudaw, Phenix, Pitman, Patpam, 
Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Rose. Rumsey, Sackett, 
Schenck, Sehermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Shepperd,. Silvester, 
Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, John 
B. Thompson, Thurman, Underhill, Van Dyke; Vinton, 
Watkins, White, Williams, and Wilson. ae 
For Mr. Wilnol—Messrs.. Allen, Booth, Durkee, Gid- 
dings, Howe, Preston King, Root, ‘fuck, ind Wentworth, 


For Mr. Gentry—Messrs._ B: :C. Cabell, Hilliard, Morton, 
Qwen, A. H. Stephens, and Toombs. oe 
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For Mr. Potter—Messrs. Bingham, Cleveland, Doty, and i 
Waldo, 

For Mr; Mann, of Massachusetis—Messrs. Campbell and 
Crowell. z 

For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Hubbard and Orr. 
. For Mr. Boyd—Mr. Bart. 

For Mr. Bayly—-Mr. Holmes. 

Por Mr. Cleveland—Mr. Peck. 

For Mr. Howe—Mr. Witmot. 

For Mr. Stanton, of Ternessee~Mr. Woodward: 


No gentleman having received a majority of the | 
whole number, the House again proceeded to vote. 
The.roll was then called a ninth time, when the 
tellers teported that the’ whole number of votes 
given in was 224; necessary to a choice 113; of j 
which— ` 


Mr. Cobb, of Georgia received... ccc eee e ences 100 | 
Mr. Winthrop. wae S sorat 
Mr. Wilmot, » 8 
Mr. Gentry.. . 6 
Mr. Potier.... 2.0... se eee . 4 
Mr. Mann, of Massachusetts. af ae 
Mr. Richardson.. esses > 2 
Mr. Cleveland . i 
Mr, Darkee.........- Pre Ce 
Mr. Stanton, of Tenness e J-i 
Mr. BOG... cee seer nees Ae ee | 
Mr. Johnson, of Arkansas. ..eceeeeee renee cere tere 1 
224 


a Journal of its proceedings, and from-time to time 
publish the same, excepting such parts as may, in 
their judgment, require secrecy; and the yeas and 
nays of the members of either House on any question 
shall, at the desire of one fifth of those present, be 
entered-on the Journal.” ‘Phe following is the 
other: ‘€ The House of Representatives shall choose 
| their Speaker and other officers.” The Clerk, in 
his decision, goes upon the assumption that we are 
not the House contemplated until we have ‘elected 
a Speaker. But itis very clear, from the language 


|| of the Constitution, that in this he is mistaken. 


He has been keeping a Journal, and this morning 
read it as the Journal of the House of Representa- 
tives. We are now attempting to choose a 
Speaker. And why? 


do so. The House which is required to keep a 
i Journal and choose a Speaker, is the identical body, 
; one fifth of the members of which may require the 
| yeas and nays of the members to be entered upon 
| that Journal. 

This is the letter of the Constitution. But the 
spirit of it is as manifest as the letter. The object 
of the Constitution is, to authorize one fifth of the 


j 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Cobb-—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bays | 
Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyds | 
Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Beel, Joseph Cable, | 
George A. Caldwelt, Cariter, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Col- 
cock, Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, Dunham, Hdmundson, 
Ewing, Featherston, Pitch, Futter, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, 
Green, Hackett, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, Har- 
Jan, Harmanson, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, T. 
L. Harria, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holladay, Howard, Inge, An- 
drew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La | 
Sòre, Lefer, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, McClernand, 
MeDonald, MeDowell, McLanahau, R. M. McLane, Me- ; 
Mullen, McQueen, MeWillie, Meade, Miller, Millson, Mor- 
xis, Morse, Olds, Parker, Peaslee, Phelps, Potter, Powell, 
Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, 
Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard F Stanton, Stetson, 
Strong. Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Thoinp- | 
son, “William Thompson, Venable, Walden, Wallace, 
alae Wentworth, Whitilesey, Wildrick, Wood, and 

oung. 

For Mr. IVinthrop—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, An- 
drews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, 
Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, ‘Thomas B, But- ; 
Jer, Joseph P. Caldwell, Caivin, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, 
Clingman, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Deberry, Dickey, 
Dixon, Duer, Dunean, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, | 
Fowler, Freedley, Goacenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halto- 
way, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Houston, ; 
Hunter, Jackson, James L. Johuson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, 
George G, King, James G. King, Jobn A. King, Levin, Hor- 
ace Mann, Marshall, Matteson, McGaughey, McKissock, 
Finis B. McLean, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Nelson, 
Nes, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Phoenix, Pitman, Putnam, 
Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, 
Schenek, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Silvester, 
Spau'diag, Sprague, Stanly, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, Jobn | 
B. Thompson, Thurman, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, 
Waikins, White, Williams, and Wilson. 

For Mr. Witmot—Messrs. Allen, Booth, Durkee, Giddings, : 
Howe, Preston King, Root, and Tuck. 

Por Mr. Gentry— Messrs. E. C. Cabell, Hilliard, Morton, 
Owen, A. H, Stephens, and Toombs. 

Por Mr. Mann, of Massachusetts—Messrs. Campbelt and 
Crowell. : 

For Mr, Potter—Messrs. Bingham, Cleveland, Doty, and 


Waldo. il 


Fr Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Hubhard, and Orr. 
For Mr. Boyd—Mr. Burt. 

For Mr. Johnson, of Arkansas—Mr. Holmes, 
For Mr, Cleveland—Mr. Peck. 

For Mr. Durkee—Mr. Wilmot. 

For Mr, Stanton, of Tennessee—Mr. Woodward, 


No choice. 


Mr. WILLIAMS moved that the House do |. 


ow adjourn until the hour of twelve to-morrow. 

Tellers were called for. 

Mr. BAYLY, demanded the yeas and nays on | 
the motion to adjourn. 

The CLerg decided that the demand for the yeas 
and nays was not in order. 

Mr. BAYLY appealed from the decision. 

Mr. MEADE was understood to say that 
the Constitution of the United States gave the 
right to each House to have the yeaa and nays 
taken on any question. If this was nota House, 
this thing could not be done. He submitted that | 
this was a Elouse. 

{A Vorce: Weare an assembly of freemen.] | 

Mr. MEADE read from the Constitution of the | 
United States the following provision; [Article 1, : 
section 5, latter part of the 3d clause. ] 

“The yeas and nays of the members of either House on 


any question shall, at the desire of one fifth of those pres- 
ent, be entered on the Journal.” 


Mr. BAYLY said: There are two provisions 
of the Conatitution bearing upon this question. | 
The one is inthese words: ‘ Each House shall k 


| 


5i 


ative character. 


ganization; and it is quite as important that the 
evidence of what we do should be preserved now, 


doubt. ka 
The Cierk said thathe might probably have been 
in error in making the decision. He would now 
withdraw that decision, and would put the ques- 
tion to the House, and let the House decide it. 
Mr. BAYLY said he would withdraw his ap- 


|i peal. 


Mr. MEADE inquired what the question before 
the House was? 

The Crerx said it was on taking the yeas and 
nays. 

Mr. MEADE read from the first article, second 
section, of the Constitution, the following pro- 
vision: 


peachment.”” 


This clause, Mr. MEADE remarked, contem- 
| plated the House as a House before the Speaker 
was chosen, 

Mr. MEADE also referred again to the provis- 
ion authorizing each House to take the yeas and 
nays, &e. $ 

The Crerx said that he had withdrawn his de- 
cision; that he would not decide the question of 
order, but would leave the House to decide it. 


i The question was therefore declared to be on 


taking the yeas and nays. 

| And the question having been taken, the Clerk 
i stated that the yeas and nays were ordered. 

|! A very brief conversation followed, in which 
‘ Messrs. SCHENCK, DUER, RICHARDSON, 


ion. 
So the motion to adjourn was withdrawn. 
The House then again proceeded to vote for 


o.2 


given in was 224; necessary toa choice 113; of 
i which— 
Mr. Cobb, of Georgia, received........s.e000 esere: 9D 
Mr. Winthrop. 97 
i o Mr. Wilmot... 9 
i Mr. Gentry. ~ 6 
Mr. Potter...... 4 
{ Mr. Richardson. .....ceeee sce cteeeneesuenees -3 
j Mr. Mann, of Mas: s .2 
| Mr. Stanton, of Fennessee...serrsesrecere -2 
: Mr. Cleveland...... <i 
j Mr. Durkee...... cece ecw eee ee EE E 
224 
| The following is the vote in detail: 
: For Mr. Cobb-—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
ii Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, 
Atbert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Joseph Cable, 


ii George A. Caldwell, Cartter, W. R. W. Cobb, Coicock, | 
eep i Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, Danham, Edmundson, Ewing, 


Because we are the House | 
H of Representatives authorized by the Constitution to 


representatives of the people to require a record to | 
be made of the names of those who participate in : 
any action which they may take in their represent- - 
We are acting in that character į 
now, as emphatically as we will be after the or- | 


as then. The question seems to me to be clear of | 


« The House of Representatives shall choose their Speaker | 
and other officers, and shall have the sole power of im- | 


Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, 
Hackett, Halt, Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson,, Harlan, > 
Harmanson, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas 
L. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holladay, Howard, Inge, 
: Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La 
Sère, Lefer, Lilefield, Job Mann, Mason, McClernand, 
McDonald, McDowell, MeLanahan, R. M. MeLane, Me- 
Mullen, McQueen, Me Willie, Meade, Miller, Millson, Mor- 
ris, Morse, Olds, Parker, Peaslce, Phelps, Pouer, Powell, 
Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, 
Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Stetson, 
Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Jas. Thomp- 
son, William Thompson, Venable, Walden, Wallace, Well- 
born, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wood, and Young. 

For Mr. Winthrop—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, An- 
drews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, 
Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Pntler, T. B. Butler, J. P. 
Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, Chandler Clarke, Clingman, Cole, 
Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, 
Duncan, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freed- 
ley, Gnodenow, Gott, Gotiid, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, 
: Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Houston, Hunter, Jackson, 
i James L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, 
; games G. King, John A. King, Levin, H. Mann, Marshall, 
i Matteson, McGaughey, MeKissock, F. E. McLean, Meach 
‘am, Moore, Morehead, Nelson, Nes, Newell, Ogte, Otis” 
f Outlaw, Pnænix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Ristey? 
i 


| Rockwell, Rose} Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn> 
i Schooleraft, Shepperd, Silvester, Spaniding, Sprague, Stanly? 
'Phaddeus Stevens, Taylor, Jobn B. Thompson, Thurnians 
Underhih, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, Williamay 
and Wilson. , 

For Mr. Wiimot—Messrs. Allen, Booth, Durkee, Gid- 
dings, Howe, Preston King, Root, Tuck, and Wentworth. 

For Mr. Gentry—Messrs. E ©. CabeH, Morton, Owen, 
A. H. Stephens, ‘Toombs, and Biliard. 

For Mr. Potter—Messrs. Bingham, Cleveland, Doty, and 
Watdo. 

For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Burt, Hubbard, and Orr. 

For My. Mann, of Massuchusetts—Messrs. Campbell and 
Crowell. 

For Mr. Stanton, of Tennessee—Messrs. Holmes and 
Woodward. : 

For Mr. Cleveland—Mr. Peck. 

For Mr, Durkee—Mr. Wilmot. 


There was no choice. 

And then, on motion by Mr. JOHNSON, of 
Arkansas, the House adjourned until 12 o’clock 
to-morrow. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, Deeember 5, 1849. 


The following Senators appeared in their seats 
to-day, for the first tie: 
|| Mr. Brapsury of Maine. 
Mr. Borvanp of Arkansas. 
Mr. Dickinson of New York. 


The Journal having been read— 

Mr. MANGUM. Ihave in my hand a resolu- 
‘tion which I will send to the Secretary’s table, 
| in order that it may be read, and I hope that it wilt 
| be by unanimous consent acted upon immediately. 
! It proposes to give aid to the President of this body 
| in the discharge of the multifarious duties devolv- 
‘ing upon him. Iwill remark that it is not without 
ii precedent. During the whole period that Colonel 
l: Richard M, Johnson filled the office of Vice Presi- 
i dent and President of this body, he was allowed a 
clerk, and the office was not dispensed with unti? 
i a President pro tempore was elected. Indeed, it 
| was not until I had the honor to discharge the 
i duties of that office that the employment ofa clerk 
| was deemed unnecessary. I will remark, in ad- 
|} dition, that the Vice President is suffering from ar 
|| affection of the eyes, which renders.it impossible 
for him to read or write by candlelight. 

The resolution was read as follows: 


Resolved, That the Vice President be authorized to em 
| ploy a clerk during the present session, and that such clerk 
|. be paid the same rate of compensation as heretofore paid to 
i, persons employed in that capacity. š 
Mr. MASON. 1 did not hear the reasons that 
|i were assigned by the gentleman from North Caro- 

_ lina for the adoption of this resolution. I presume 
Í there are some reasons for it; but unless I can 
more clearly understand what they are, | would 


g 
| 
i 
| 


until to-morrow. 
Mr. MANGUM. Iwill repeat what I said, if 


T remarked that it was 


18-19. 


the greater part of which must be transacted by 
candle-light, the Vice President being necessarily 
occupied during the greater part of the day in the 
discharge of his duties in this body. I. hope, 
therefore, the resolution will be unanimously 
adopted. 
`The resolution was agreed to. 
After an interval of about twenty minutes— ` 
Mr. MANGUM said : Mr. Presideat, having 
ascertained from a quarter which I think is au- 
thentic, that the House of Representatives will 
not be organized in time for the transaction of any 
business to-day, and as we seem to be seated here 
very much at ease, and without anything to do, I 
move that the Senate now adjourn. 
_ The motion was agreed to, and the Senate ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WEDNESDAY, December 5, 1849. 
The House was called to order at twelve o’clock. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
VOTE FOR SPEAKER. 

On motion by Mr. BOYD, “the House again 
proceeded to vote for Speaker. 

Mr. HILLIARD, of Alabama; Mr. STRONG, of 
Pennsylvania; Mr. Duer, of New York; and 
Mr. Miuxer, of Ohio, resumed their seats at the 
desk, to act as tellers to count the vote. 

The House then again proceeded to vote for 
Speaker. 

The roll was then called the eleventh time, when 
"the tellers reported that the whole number of votes 
given in was 223; necessary to a choice 112; of 
which— 

Mr. Cobb, of Georgia, received.. 

Mr. Winthrop... : 

Mr. Root...ceereee 

Mr. Gentry 

Mr. Potter...... 

Mr. Richardson . 

Mr. Cleveland... ccsccceeeeceees 

Mr. Mann, of Massachusetts 

Mr. Stanton, of Tennessee...... 6.06 

Mr. King, of New York....s-eeeeees 

Mr, AEn. sssassessre crsasaes 

Mr. Venablessseseserers esee 


The following is the vote in detail: 

For Mr. Qobh—Mesers. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bocock, Bowdon Bowlin, Boyd, Al- 
bert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Joseph Cabie, 
George A. Caldwell, Carter, W. R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Dan- 
iel, Vimmick, Disney, Dunham, Edmundson, Ewing, Feath- 
erston, Fitch, Faller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hack- 
ett, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, Harman- 
son, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, ‘Thomas L. Har- 
ris, Hibbard, Hoagtand, Holladay, Howard, Andrew Johnson, 
Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La Sére, Leffler, Lit- 

.tlefield, Job Mann, Mason, McClernand, McDonald, Mc- 
Dowell, McLanaban, R. M. McLane, MeMullin, MeQueen, 
MeWillie, Meade, Miller, Millson, Morris, Morse, Olds, 
Parker, Peaslee, Phelps, Potter, Powell, Richardson, Rob- 
bins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, Fred- 
erick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, 
Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, 
William Thompson, Venable, Walden, Wallace, Wellborn, 
Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wood, and Young. 

For Mr. Winthrop—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, An- 
drews, Asbmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, 
Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, 
Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Cling- 
min, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Deberry, Dickey, Dix- 
on, Duer, Duncan, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Fow- 
ler, Freedley, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, 
Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hehard, Henry, Houston, Hun- 
ter, Jackson, James L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, Geo. 
G. King, James G. King, John A. King, Levin, Horace 
Mann, Marshall, Matteson, McGaughey, MeKissock, Finis 
E. MeLean, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Nelson, Nes, 
Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Phenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, 
Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, 
Schenck, Schermerborn, Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Silvester, 
Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, 
John B. Thompson, Thurman, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vin- 
ton, Watkins, White, Williams, and Wilson. 

For Mr. Root—Messrs. Allen, Durkee, Giddings, Howe, 
Preston King, Tuck, and Wilmot. 

For Mr. Gentry—Messrs. E. C. Cabell, 
Alexander H. Stephens, and Toombs. 

For Mr. Potter—Messrs. Bingham, 
Waldo. 

For Mr. Richardson—-Messts. Burt, Hubbard, Orr, and 
Inge, 

For Mr. 
Crowell. 
For Mr. Oleveland—-Messrs. Booth and Peck. 

For Mr. Stanton, of Tennessee—Mr. Woodward. 

For Mr. Venable—Mr, Holines. 

For Mr. Allen—Mr. Root. 

For Mr., Preston King—Mr. Wentworth. 


No gentleman having received a majority of the 
whole number, the House again proceeded to vote. 
The roll was then called a twelfth time, when 
the tellers reported that the whole number of votes 


Morton, Owen, 


Cleveland, Doty, and 


Mann, of Massachusetts—Messts. Campbell and 
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given in was 223; necessary to a choice 112; of 

which— eee : 
Mr. Cobb, of Georgia, received 
Mr. Winthrop......eeeeecee 
‘Mr. Root. ee 
Mr. Gentry. 
Mr, Potter..... 
Mr. Richardson........++5 
Mr. Mann, of Massachusetts 
Mr. Cleveland ...ceecrerescees 
Mr. Harmanson.. 
Mr. Stanton, of Tennes 
Mr. Allen.. essene eszes 
Mr. Booth .. 


. ` eN 
| perp w nena SG. 


X 


The following is the vote in detail : 


For Mr. Cobb—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, 
! Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Joseph Cable, 

George A. Caldwell, Cartter, W. R. W. Cobb, Colcock, 
Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, Dunham, Edmundson, Ewing, 
Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, 
Hackett, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, Harmanson, 
Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, 
Hibbard, Hoagland, Holladay, Howard, Andrew Johnson, 
Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La Sére, Leffler, Lit- 
tlefield, Job Mann, Mason, McClernand, McDonald, Me- 
Dowell, McLanahan, R.M. McLane, MeMullen, McQiten, 
McWillie, Meade, Miller, Millson, Morris, Morse, Olds, 
Parker, Peastee, Phelps, Potter, Powell, Richardson, Rob- 
bins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, Frederick 
P, Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, 
Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, W. Thomp- 
| son, Venable, Walden, Wallace, Wellborn, Whittlesey, 
| Wildrick, Wood, and Young. g 
| For Mr. Winthrop—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, An- 
| drews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee. Bowie, Breck, 
\ Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, 
i Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Cling- 
| man, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Carwin, Deberry, Dickey, 
! Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, 
| Fowler, Freedley, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Hallo- 
| way, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Houston, 
! Humer, Jackson, James L. Johnson, Kerr, 
i George G. King, James G. King, John A. King, Levin, Hor- 
| ace Mann, Marshall, Matteson, McGaughey, McKissock, 
i Finis £. McLean, Meachain, Moore, Morehead, Nelson, 
i Nes, Newell, Ogie, Otis, Outlaw, Phenix, Pitman, Putnam, 
Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Kose, Rumsey, Sackett, 
Schenek, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Silvester, 
Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, 
John B. Thompson, Thurman, Underwood, Van Dyke, 
Vinton, Watkins, White, Williams, and Wilson. 

For Mr. Root—Messrs, Allen, Durkee, Giddings, Howe, 
| Preston King, Tuck, and Wilmot. 
| For Mr. Gentry—Messrs. B. C. Cabell, Morton, Owen, 
| A. H. Stephens, and Toombs. 

For Mr. Potter—Messrs. Bingham, 
| Jan, and Waldo. 

For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Hubbard, Orr, Burt, and 
Inge. 

For Mr. Mann, 
i Crowell. 

For Mr. Cleveland—Messrs. Peck and Booth. 
For Mr. Stanton of Tennessee—Mr. Woodward. 
| For Mr. Harmanson—Mr. Holmes. 

For Mr. Allen—Mr. Root. 

For Mr. Booth—Mr. Wentworth. 


Cleveland, Doty, Har- 


of Massachusetts—Messrs. Campbell and 


|| whole number, the House again proceeded to vote. 
The roll was then called a thirteenth time, when 
the tellers reported that the whole number of votes 


which— 


Mr. Winthrop received.......+. 
Mr. Cobb, of Georgia 
Mr, Potier..... see 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Gentry sse.. 
Cleveland ssssessese 
Mr. Alens. .oe essene seose 

Mr. Harris, of Alabama.. .. eee 
Mr. Mann, of Massachusetts......+- see eeeseseeeee 


The following is the vote in detail: 
€ For Mr. Winthrop—-Messts. Alexander, Anderson, An- 
| drews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, 
Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. But- 
ler, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, Campbell, Chandler, 
Clarke, Clingman, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Deberry, 
i Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Alexander Evans, Nathan 
Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, 
Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hous- 
ton, Hunter, Jackson, James L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. 
| King, George G. King, James G. King, John A. King, Le- 
vin, Horace Mann, Marshall, Matteson, McGaughey, McKis- 
sock, Finis E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Nel- 
son, Nes, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Out'aw, Phenix, Pitman, 
| Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, 
Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schooieratt, Shepperd, 
Silvester, Spautding, Sprague, Staniy,,Thaddeus Stevens, 
| Taylor, Joha B. ‘Thompson, Thurman, Underhill, Van 
| Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, Williams, and Wilson, 
"For Mr. Cobb—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 


pert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Joseph Cable, 
George A. Caldwell, W. R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Daniel, 
Dimmick, Disney, Dunham, Edmundson, Ewing, Feather- 
ston, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hack- 
eit, Hall, Hamilton, j1 
Isham G. Harris, Sampon W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, 
| Hibbard Hoagland, Holladay, Howard, Andrew Johnson, 


Daniel P, King, | 


given in was %23; necessary to a choice 112; of | 


| Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Al- | 


Hammond, Haraison, Harmanson, į 


i 
| 


No gentleman having received a majority of the | 
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| electing Speaker. 


: plurality vote, 


R. W. Johnson, and Woodward. 
For Mr. Cleveland—Mesers. Peck and Bocth. 
For Mr. Mann, of Massachusetis—Mr. Crowell, 
For Mr. Harris, of Alahama—Mr. Holmes. 
For Mr. Ailen—Mr. Root. 


No choice. oN 3 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, offered the fol- 
lowing resolution: oe 

Resolved, That if, on the next. vote: of. the House. for 
Speaker, no individual shail receive a majority of all. the 
votes cast, the individual receiving a plurality of the yotes 
shall be Speaker of the House of Representatives for the 
present session, and be so declared. by the Clarke ey 

He remarked that he moved the adoption: of 
this resolution, well aware that it deviated: from 
the established custom and usage of the House, in 
So far as’ precedent was Con- 
cerned, when he was satisfied that good was to Te- 


| sult from -a atrict compliance with it, for one he 


was disposed to comply with it. But this: Con- 
gress had convened for the purpose: of. disposing 
of the public business, of subserving ‘the publie 
intereste; they had been now two days trying to 
clect a Speaker; this was the third day; he be- 
lieved fourteen votings had taken place, and no 
Speaker was yetelected. A Speaker elected by a 
notwithstanding it would be a de- 


| parture from the established custom of this House, 


would answer all the useful purposes of a Speaker 
elected by a majority. He thought the demon- 
strations which had been made in their, repeated 


ineffectual efforts proved most conclusively tbat 
they could not elect a Speaker by a majority, in 
| any reasonable length of time. He was willing, 
i therefore, under the circumstances, to waive the 
general rule, to make an innovation upon the es- 
i tablished custom, in order to effect an organiza- 
| tion without further waste of time, No government 
| had been established inthis House. Nothing had 
i been accomplished towards organization. They 
| had made repeated attempts in vain to elect: one 
| officer, so as to proceed to other steps of organi- 
‘zation, Efe had no other purpose to accomplish 
than to enable the House to electa Speaker, and 
proceed with the business. He wanted. a Speaker - 
| elected—either a Whig or a Democrat. ‘They had 
remained blocked longenough; they had all become 
obstinate; and, although no great excitement was 
manifested, they were voting over and over again 
for their particular friends. Let them, for the 
present session, innovate upon the established cus- 
tom, and at once proceed to the business for which 
they had assembled. ade 

Mr. HOLMES said it was a good thing, as far 
as legislation, or the organization thereof, was 
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concerned, to adhere to the principles by which the 
Constitution was framed. The Constitution was 
created by the States by concurrent majorities— 
first, by majorities in the convention of the States, 


and, not content with those majorities (not pluraj- 


' ities) in the convention of the whole, majorities 
|| were required to adopt it in the convention of 


each State. It showed how well was then under- 
stood what would be required in the future of this 
great Confederation—that we should never intrust 
the organization, or to the peo- 
ple in their primary capacity—so far as legislation 
was concerned—any thing to pluralities. Did his- 
tory teach us nothing of what was effected by the 
alteration made by demagogues of the original 
voting by tribes in the time of the decay of the 
Republic of Rome? ‘Was it not by managing, by 
bringing in from the various portions of the coun- 
tty, and creating citizens, dividing as much as they 
could the different classes, and destroying that con- 
current majority of interests, the preservation of 
whieh alone could save the Republic? Tosay that 
this- House, composed of two hundred and thirty 
members, which might be broken-up Into factions of 
-ten8, should be organized by the vote of a plurality, . 
thus placing within the power of fifteen members to 
control the legislation, and necessarily the diversi- 
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fied interests, of this vast Confederation, would be 
to yield wp all the principles upon which this 
Government was based. Demagogism was abroad; 
he feared it could not be restrained, because it ap- 
eared to be a part of the wild spirit of the age; 
ut it did not become them to Feng their influence 
to.accelerate its progress, which threatened to des- 


troy all that was. conservative or valuable jn the | 


Union of these States. 

Mr. ASHMUN said he was entirely opposed 
to the proposition of the gentleman from Tennes- 
see, now and -ati-all times. He was not about to 
give the reasons for his opinion, because jt was no 
time for debate. Ht was a proposition well under- 
stood m its nature and results. But if.it were 
adopted, he wanted it should carry along with it 
another element—one that was regarded and uni- 
versally observed in the section of country from 
which he came,and that was, that the voting should 
be by ballot; and for the purpose of testing the 
desire of these gentlemen to organize the House 
at once—and he believed it would effect an organ- 
ization—he rose simply. to move to amend the 
gentleman’s proposition by adding at the end the 
words, “and that the vote shall be by ballot.” 

Mr. VENABLE said he was opposed both to 
the proposition of the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, and to the amendment of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts. He had never known spe- 
cial legislation do any good in any case. He had 
never known a departure from established usage, 
for the parpose of effecting a particular object, 
that did not in the end produce infinitely more 
mischief than could be compensated by any tem- 
porary benefit which might result. The old rule 
should continue to be observed, both for its own 
good. sense and because it was based upon the 
Constitution, which would be violated by the 

roposition of the gentleman from Tennessee. 

he Constitution declared * the House of Repre- 
sentatives should choose their Speaker and other 
officers.” Were they not the House of Repre- 
sentativés? and how could they ‘‘ choose their 
Speaker” but by the vote of a majority? 
upon the principle of the gentteman’s proposition, 
the House might be divided into factions, so that 
three or five men could choose the Speaker—a pro- 
ceeding which would be clearly in the face of this 
provision of the Constitution; for those whose 
province it was to put a construction upon it, had 
decided a majority of votes was necessary to an 
election, 

Let the responsibility of the disorganization of 
the House rest upon those who disorganized. 
He took none of that responsibility. If a half 
dozen or dozen men choose to stop the wheels of 
Government, let them do it, and let the people 
hold them respongible. Let gentlemen do their 
duty, and let the responsibility reat where it be- 
longed. He had no idea that half a dozen indi- 
viduals should govern twenty millions of people. 
He had no idea of a few individuals throwing them- 
selves before the body of the House. If they 
chouse to do it, let them take the responsibility, 
and go before their constituents, and let the great 

- body of the House do their duty, and they need 
have no fear of the responsibility. He would 
never consent to break down a time-honored rule, 
based upon the true construction of the Constitu- 
tion, in order to make an arrangement by which a 
few individuals, who choose to rhaintain an im- 
practicable position, could control the Congress of 
the United States. 


He was equally opposed to the amendment of || 


the gentleman from Massachusetts. 
gentleman seek to vote by ballot? He (Mr. V.) 
abhorred the system everywhere. The very idea 
presupposed unworthiness of feeling in the voter— 
that he was afraid his vote should be known, and 
to bear the responsibility. Efe could not conceive 
that there was any member of this House afraid 
to come out and say for whom he voted. If there 
were, he must belong to that impracticable class 
who obstructed the organization of the House; and 
he said, let their votes go upon the Journal, and be 
published to the country. Ina House of two hun- 
dred and thirty members, some ten or fifteen Individ- 


Why did the 


duals stood off, and obstructed the public business, | 


and the responsibility would rest upon them—not 
` upon those with whom he (Mr. V.) voted, nor upon 
the other side. Herepeated, he could never consent 
to let a Speaker be elected by a handful of men. 
The Constitution. provided that the Houseof Rep- 
resentatives should elect a Speaker—meaning, ac- 


Why, | 


cording to the well-settled construction of that 
instrument, that the majority should elect; and he 
would rather see the whole session spent in voting 
for Speaker, than this great and. important prin- 
ciple broken down. 


Mr. BURT said he was satisfied that discussion | 


upon this proposition, or almost.any other at this 
time, would only. increase the difficulties in this 
House in the way of electing its first officer. He 
was sure hè mét the general sense of the House— 
its sense of propriety—-when he moved to lay this 
resolution upon the table. He made that motion. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, appealed to the 
gentleman from South Carolina to withdraw that 
motion, to allow him to say a word. 

Mr. BURT said he was opposed to all debate at 
this stage of the proceedings. He would, with 
the greatest pleasure, in courtesy to the gentleman 
from Tennessee, withdraw the motion, but he 
deemed it of great importance that there should be 
no debate. 

The Crzrx announced the question upon the 
motion of Mr. Burr to lay upon the table. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Can we have the yeas and 
nays taken upon that proposition? 1 wantto see 
who it is who isin favor of standing out and op- 
posing the organization of the House. 

{Cries of * Order !”} 

The Cierx submitted to the House the demand 


| for the yeas and nays; which having been ordered 


by the House, were taken, and résulted as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Allen, Anderson, 
Andrews, Ashe, Ashmun, Averett, Baker, Bay, Bayly, 
Beate, Bennett, Bingham, Bissell, Bokee, Booth, Bowdon, 
Bowie, Bowlin, Boyd, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Albert G. 
Brown, William J.. Brown, Buel. Burrows, Burt, Chester 
Butler, T. B. Bauer; B. C. Cabell, Joseph Cable, G. A. 
Caldwell, J. P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Cartter, Casey, 
Chandler, Clarke, Cleveland, Clingman, W. R. W. Cobh, 
Coleoek, Cole, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Daniel, Deberry, 
Dickey, Dimmick, Disney, Dixon, Doty, Duer, Buncan, 
Dunham, Durkee, Edmundson, Alexander Evans, Nathan 
Evans, Featherston, Fitch, Fowler, Freedley, Fuller, Gerry, 
Giddings, Gilmore, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Green, Grin- 
neil, Hall, Halloway, Hamilton, Hammond, Hampton, Har- 
alson, Harlan, S. W, Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hay, Hay- 
mond. Hebard, Henry, Hibbard, Hilliard, Hoagland, Holta- 
day, Holmes, Houston, Howard, Howe, Hubbaid, Hunter, 
Inge, Jackson, James L. Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, 
Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. King, 
John A. King, Preston King, La Sére, Leffler, Levin, Lit- 
tletield, Horace Mann, Job Mann, Marshall, Mason, Matte- 
son, MeCiernand, McDonald, McDowell, MeGaughey, Mce- 
Kissock, McLanahan, Robert M. McLane, Finis E. Mce- 
Lean, McMullen, McQueen, Mc Willie, Meacham, Meade, 
Miller, Millson, Moore, Morehead, Morris, Morse, Morton, 
Nelson, Nes, Newell, Ogle, Olds, Orr, Otis, Outlaw, Owen, 


‘Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Phoenix, Pitman, Potter, 


Powell, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Richardson, Rialey, Rob- 
bins, Robinson, Rockwell, Root, Rose, Ross, Rumsey, 
Sackett, Sawtelle, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schooileratt, 
Seddon, Shepperd, Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, Stanly, F. 
P. Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, Stet- 
son, Strong, Sweetser, Taylor, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, 
James Thompson, John B. Thompson, William Thompson, 
Thurman, Toombs, Tuck, Underhill, Van Dyke, Venable, 
Vinton, Walden, Watdo, Wallace, Watkins, Welborn, 
Wentworth, White, Whittlesey, Wildriek, Williams, Wil- 
mot, Wilson, Wood, Woodward, and Young—210. 

NAYS—Meesrs. Bocock, Ewing, Gorman, Hackett, Har- 
manson, Isham G. Harris, Andrew Jobnson, Jones, Kauf- 
man, Savage, and Riehard H. Stanton—11. 


So the resolution and amendment were laid on 
the table. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, said he had a 
resolution, which, if adopted, would secure the elec- 
tion of a Speaker within three votes, and the organ- 
ization of the House to-day, while it avoided the 
objections made to his colleague’s resolution, and 
he thought might be adopted „by the House with- 
out any violation whatever of principle. He of- 
fered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That after the House shall have again voted for 
Speaker, if there shall be no choice, the House shall pro- 
ceed by a vote of the majority to select for Speaker one of 
the four candidates baving the greatest number of votes 


upon the last preceding trial; and if where shall sill be no 
choice, then the House shall by vote seleet for Speaker one 


of the two persons having the greatest number of votes on H 
| the last trial. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, moved to lay the res- 
olution on the table. s 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, 

lay on the table debatable ? 
toThe Crrrx replied that it was not. 

Mr. 
adopted for the government of this House? Has 
any rule been adopted ? 

‘The Crerk replied that no rules had been adopt- 
ed, and that being the case, the House were gov- 
erned by the parliamentary law. 

Mr. JOHNSON would like to know, in case 
they were without rules, except the parliamentary 


fs the motion 


JOHNSON. What roles have been | 


law, if the motion to lay on the table was not de- 
batable? . 

The Czer said hê would submit the question 
to the House. 

Mr. JOHNSON. What is the question? 

The Crerx. It is upon the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Iinoia, to tay on the table the resolu- 
tion of the gentleman from Tennessee. 

Mr. JOHNSON. 1 understand that is debata- 
bie. Iwill not detain the House. 

The Crerx interposed, and repeated that he 
would submit to the House to decide whether the 
gentleman should be allowed to debate the motion. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Do | understand the Clerks 
to rule me out of order ? 

The Crer replied, that if the motion was eon- 
sidered debatable, it must be by a vote of the 
House. f i ; 

Mr. JOHNSON made this pot: No rales had 
been adopted for the organization of the House. 
It was not a “ House’’ yet, in the sense of the 
Constitution. Such being the case, he had risen 
and been recognized by the Clerk. He wanted to 
know if the Clerk ruled him out of order; and if 
he ruled him eut of order, he wanted to know his 
authority for it. 

The Cerk replied that he did not rule the gen- 
tleman out of order. ‘The gentleman proposed to 
debate the motion to lay on the table; and he must 
get the leave of the House before he couldf>roeeed. 

Mr. JOHNSON wanted to know by what au- 
thority—he having taken the floor, and proceeded 
to address the House—the Clerk interrupted him, 
and required. him to obtain the leave of the House ? 

Mr. SCHENCK said the gentleman assumed 
the right to speak without interruption—a- right 
which was secured by the ordinary rules of the 
House. But as the House were without rules, he 
wanted to know what right the gentleman had to 
speak without interruption? 

Mr. JOHNSON said the gentleman made the 
point that he (Mr. J.) might be interrupted; bus 
he did not concede the gentleman’s right to inter- 
rupt him; he did not yield the floor. 

[Cries of * Question ! question ! . 

Mr. JOHNSON proceeded. He did not intend te 
detain the House. He was very far from desiring 
to excite anything like unpleasant feelings. He 
was anxious that the House should be organized, 
and he repeated, he was more than anxious that 
they should proceed with the publie business. He 
merely intended to say——— 

{Cries of “ Order! order !”’} 

Why, it would be entirely, out of order (said 
Mr. J ) to be inorder in this House. It would be 
astrange thing to see this House, upon an ordinary 
occasion, in order. I was going to say I was anx- 
ious to see this House organized 

Mr. PRESTON KING interposed and called 
the gentleman to order, remarking that they might 
as well see this question settled now, without 
taking further time upon it. 

After a word of conversation by Mr. Kine and 
Mr. Jounson— 

The Cierx submitted to the House the ques- 
tion granting leave to Mr. Jounson to debate the 
pending motion. 

The House refused leave. 

The question was then taken upon the motion 
of Mr. Harris, and decided in the affirmative 
without a division. 

So the resolution of Mr. Sranwron was laid on 
the table 

The roll was then called the fourteenth time, 
when the tellers reported that the whole number of 
volea given was 223; necessary to a choice 1132; of 
which— 


Mr. Winthrop....... eee cece nee eesreeera.aee OR 
Mr. Cobb, of Georgia, received.. tevesereevene 8O 
Mr. Potter.......00. peeewer eee ereccernoeens 1G 
Mr. Richardson... © 8 
Mr. Root......06 re i 
Mr. Gentry... va 5 
Mr. Cleveland. 3 


Mr. Allen.......- 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Winthrop—Messts. Alexander, Anderson, An- 
drews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, 
Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butter, Thomas B. Butler, 
Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, 
Clarke, Clingman, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, 
Deberry, Dicky, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Alexander Evans, 
Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, 
Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, 
Henry, Houston, Hunter, Jackson, James L. Johnson, 
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Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. King; 
Jonn A. King, Levin, Horace Manu, Marshail, Matteson; 
McGaughey, MeKissock, Finis. E. McLean, Meacham, 
Moore, Morehvad, Nelson, Nes, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Out- 
law, Phoenix, Pitman, Putnam, ‘Reed, Reynolds, Risley, 
Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Schermer- 
born, Schooteratt, Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, 
Stanly, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, John. B. Thompson, 
Thurman, Uadethili, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, 
Wiliama, and Witson: 5 F . 
‘or Mr. Cobb—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Ba: 

Bayly, Beale, Bocock, Bowdon; Bowlin, Boyd, Albert € 
Brown, Witliam J. Brown, Buel, Joseph-able, George A. 
Caldwell, W. R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Daniel, Dimmick, Dis- 
ney, Dunham, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, 
Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hackett, Hal, Ham- 
iiton, Hammond, Haratson, Harmanson, Isham G. Harris, |; 
Sampson W. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holladay, How- 
ard; Andrew Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La Sére, Leffler, ! 
Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, McClernand, McDowell, Me- 
Lanahan, R, M. McLane, McMulicn, McQueen, MeWillie, 
Meade, Miller, Millson, Morris, Morse, Olds, Parker, Peas- 
Jee, Pheips, Potter, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, 
Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard. 
H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, 
James Thompson, Wiiliam Thompson, Venable, Walden, 
Weilborn, Wildrick, and Young. 

Por Mr. Potter—Messrs. Bingham, Cartter, Cleveland, 
Doty, Harlan, McDonald, Sweetser, Waldo, Whittlesey, 
and Wood. 

For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Bissell, Burt, Thomas L. 
Harris, Hubbard, Inge, R. W. Johnson, Orr, and Woodward. 
` For Mr. Gentry—Messrs. E. C. Cabell, Morton, Owen, 
Alexander H. Stephens, and Toombs. 

For Mr. Root--Messrs. Allen, Durkee, Giddings, Howe, 
Preston King, Tuck, and Wilmot. ~ 

Zar Mr, Cleveland—Messrs. Booth, Peck, and Went- 
worth. ` i 

For Mr. Allen—Mr. Root. 

For Mr Kaufman—Mr. Holmes. 


On motion by Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississip- 
pi, the House then adjourned until to-morrow at 
twelve o’clock. 


| 


i 


IN SENATE. 
TuvursDAY, December 6, 1849. 


Mr. CALHOUN presented the credentials of 
the Hon. Jeremtan CLEMENS, elected a Senator 
by the Legislature of the State of Alabama, to | 
supply the vacancy occasioned by the decease of |! 
the Hon. Dixon H. Lewis; which were read, and jj 
the oath prescribed by law was administered to | 
him, and he took his seat in the Senate. 

Mr. GREENE asked leave to withdraw the pe- 
tition and papers of William H. Prentiss from the 
files of the Senate. 

Mr. HALE. I believe it was determined last 


H 
1 


j 
i 


L GLOBE. 


object:of the first resolution was to obviate-the con- 
fusion-and disorder to which all numerous delib- 
erative bodies were subject which were without 
rules-for their government. Order, it was said, 
was the first law of Heaven. Certainly it must be 
the first law of any deliberative body that aspired 
to establish a character for decorum and efficiency. 
It was only by thé forbearance of members that 
order had been preserved yesterday. That for- 
bearance, it was to be presumed, could scarcely be 
expected tocontinue. Twice, or oftener, they had 
been on the very verge of being precipitated intoa 
state of confusion and difficulty from which they 
might have found it difficult to extricate them- 
selves; and, for the purpose of obviating the re- 
currence of that state of things, he had offered the 


| first resolution. 


The second resolution was designed to provide 
a temporary Chairman—a Chairman who should 
be authorized to preserve order, and to enforce the 
rules of the House. He scarcely need state to 
this body that the only authority which the Clerk 
possessed for exercising the functions of Speaker, 
was derived from the acquiescence of the body 
alone. The history of that officer was about this: 
There was no law, order, or resolution creating 
the office, or authorizing the election of that officer. 
On the first day on which a quorum of the House 
was obtained, after the organization of the Gov- 
ernment under the new Constitution, a motion was 
made for the election of a Clerk, which was carried 
into effect by such an election. Since then, it has 
been customary to elect a Clerk; and the rule had 
been adopted continuing the Clerk in office until 
he was displaced by the election of a successor. 


i The power of the Clerk in this House was no 


greater than it was in the last House. He pos- 
sessed no other powers than those of Clerk then; 
he possessed no other powers than those of Clerk 
now. It was only by the acquiescence of the body 
that he had been permitted to exercise the functions 
of Speaker. He (Mr. McC.) submitted whether 
it would not be better, in view of this want of 
authority and of the difficulties and dangers which 
threatened them in the absence of a-responsible | 
presiding officer, to elect a temporary Chairman. 
Such an officer selected from the body, would be 
responsible to the body. In his representative 
character he would be responsible both to the 


session that leave should not be granted to with- 
draw papers generally without the reason for with- 
drawing them being assigned. 

Mr. GREENE. {stand corrected by the Sen- 
ator from New Hampshire, and will state the 
reason for withdrawing the papers as it has been 
given tome. I know nothing about them myself, 
but Í 
one upon which favorable action has been taken, 
and that a bill was passed at the last session in the 
other House, which bill failed in the Senate. The 
object of withdrawing the papers is that they may 
be presented anew in the other House. if this 
be considered a sufficient reason, I hope leave will 
be granted, but I feel no peculiar solicitude on the 
occasion. 

The question having been put by the Chair, 
leave was granted. 

There being no further busine 
ate— 

On moti 


i 
i 
| 


the 
ss before the Sen- 


on by Mr. CASS, the Senate adjourned, 


i 
a | 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
THURSDAY, December 6, 1849. 

The House was called to order at twelve o’clock, 
by Tuomas J. CAMPBELL, Esq., Clerk of the late 
House of Representatives. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and ap- 
proved. ; 
Mr. 
following resolutions, 

Clerk: 
Resolved, That the rul 


} 


McCLERNAND rose and offered the 
which were read by the 


es of the House of Representatives, 
as they existed at the close of the last session of Congress, 
be adopted, so far as they are applicable to the government 
of this House, wntit otherwise ordered. 

Resolved, further, That LINN Boyn, of Kentucky, be, and 
he is iereby, appointed and requested to act as Chairman 
of this House, with power to preserve the order thereof, 
conformable to the rules, until a Speaker shall have been 
elected. 


Mr. McG. said he would invite the attention | 
id a few words in ex- 


am informed that the petition in the case is |; 


i everything might be made fai 


House and to the people—whereas the Clerk had 

| no other responsibility than that which attached to 

: him as Clerk. 

| In regard to the particular individual designated 
in the resolution, he (Mr. McC.) desired to say 


i| that it had been inserted on the suggestion of a 


friend on the other side of the House, whom he 
might name—Mr. Casert, of Florida. They had 
put in the name of Mr. Born, of Kentucky, and 
of Mr. Vinton, of Ohio. It had been agreed, that 
the gentleman whose name should be first drawn 
from the hat, should be the gentleman whose name 
should be inserted in the resolution. The choice 
fell upon Mr. Boyp, and his name, therefore, had 
| been inserted. This had been done, in order that 
x, and that neither 
party shanld have any advantage over the other. 
Having thus briefly explained his views and 
objects in offering the resolutions, he submitted 
them to the consideration of the House. 
Mr. DUER said he desired to save time. The 
House had already expressed its opinion upon 
substantially the same proposition as that of the 


i 
t 
i 
j 
i 
J 
Í 
| 
f 
{ 
i 
i 
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| gentleman from Illinois. He believed that the 
effaet of it—and it required no great sagacity to 


foresee it—would be, that the temporary Chairman 
would bethe Speaker forthesession. Once there, ‘he 
would continue there. Now, the liberal proposi- 
tion from that side, it seemed to him, would be, 
thatthe last Speaker of the House shouid be invi- 
ted to preside over the deliberations of the House 
until the election of a Speaker. lt struck him that 
would be a fair compromise. It struck him that 
an untried Administration, with no measures as 
yet proposed, would not be treated with extreme 
libegglity if a chairman from their own side should 


committees. 

But they (the Whig party) had presented their 
candidate, and they adhered to him. The oppo- 
sition presented was apparently a factious opposi- 
tion. - 

He moved to lay the resolution on the table. 

Mr. BAYLY requested the gentleman from 


of the House, whilst he sai ) 
planation of the object of these resolutions.. The 


New York to withdraw the motion. temporarily. 


be appointed, without the power of appointing the |, 


[Cries of“ No, no” ee 
` Mr. DUER replied, that if he should withdraw, 
forsone gentleman, other gentlemen. would make 
the same request. . He preferred to. adhere to his, 
motion. >> -~ A ; OE ESE 
Mr. BAYLY. Well; the motion to lay-on the; 
table is debatable under the parliamentary. law, I 
believe. At any. rate, there is nobody to-decite. 
me out of order. ee et 
Mr. HILLIARD. The House can decide the 
gentleman out of order.: =< noe sobs 
Mr.. BAYLY proceeded. to. say he -thought-it * 
very desirable that the proposition of -his friend 
from Illinois [Mr. ner enema | should: be 
adopted. He had heard but one objection made 
to it by the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
Duer;] that was, that there was no probability of 
the- election of a Speaker, and that if a temporary 
Chairman were - appointed, he would be made 
Speaker, and hold on during the session. - 
Mr. DUER interposed, and stated that he had 
notsaid there was no probability; but: that: the 
Chairman once in the chair, they. would not be 
likely to géet-him out. [Laughter.] ue. 
Mr. BAYLY said he did not see. how: that 
would be the result, unless, perchance, it should 
happen (which he thought very likely. to be the. 
case) that the dignity, impartiality, and ability 
with which the gentleman designated for ghaire 
man would discharge his duties; should, be: such: 
that nobody from either side of the House would 
object to his continuing in:the chair during the 
session. Unless the result of which thé gentle- 
man had spoken occurred in that way, it would 
not occur. Pp 
The gentleman from New York seemed to object 
to the individual indicated. In this designation, 
he begged leave to remind the gentleman, the pre- 
cedents had been followed. The gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr. Boyn] had been indicated, being 
the senior member, by service, in this House. Tn 
all legislative bodies the precedent had universally 
been set, of selecting the senior member to preside 
on similar occasions. It was a convenient rule; it 
had been adopted, to avoid the very difficulty 
which the gentleman had indicated; the selection 
had been made from mere length of service, not 
from party position. In the twenty-seventh Con- 
grees, he believed, when the House was in. a 
position somewhat similar to the present one, Mr. 
| Apams, by universal consent, and by motion from 
|| the opposite party, was invited to the chair, be- 
| cause he was the father of the House. In this 
|! instance, in courtesy to the other side of the 
|! House, a proposition had. been entertained—as 
i| they had been told by the gentleman from. Illinois 
| —to give the other side an equal chance. for ase- 
heir own number, showing that 


lection from t 
there was no. purpose. on their (the Democratic) 
part, to get a Democratic chairman. for so short a 
time; but, on the contrary, that they had acted 
with extreme liberalty towards the other.side, 
because the gentleman from Kentucky, by univer- 
sal custom, was the gentleman who ought to:oceur 
py the chair. : 

There was another gen 
| the House, the senior mem 
(Mr. Tuompson,] who was cotemporaneous with 
the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Boxp,] by 
consecutive service; but the latter gentleman. had 
| served ina previous Congress, which made him 
| senior by the honor (if he might use such a term.) 
| He could see no objection to this gentleman. He 
would have no power except to keep orders the 
resolution itself prescribed this limit to his author- 
His conduct could not effect. the Adminis- 
te He could not appoint a 
e would have. no influence 
= whatever; his authority would-beconfined to.keep- 
|| ing order, and to thatalone, He hoped the House 
| would not lay the resolution on the table. 
i’ Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, wished to offer a 
| resolution in lieu of that of the gentleman from 
| Ilinois, which. he thought obviated all the dificul- 
| Ges which surrounded the former, and he thought 
would command favor on both sides of the House. 

He offered the following resolution: i 

Resolved, That Lins Bovp and SAMUEL F, Viwron act 
aa chairmen of this House, each sitting alternately one day 
at a time, until.a Speaker is elected. 

Mr. MEADE. What is the proposition before 
‘the House? 

The Crerx. To lay on the table the resolution 
of the gentleman from Llineis. 


tleman. on their side of 
ber from. Mississippi, 


| 
is 
{ ity. 
i tration in any respec! 
committee; indeed h 


| 
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| 
| 
| 
i 
$ 
! 
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i Dec. 6, 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE: 


Mr. McCLERNAND. That is the immediate | 
question ? y 

Mr. SCHENCK gave notice of an amendment 
to the resolution of the gentleman from Hlinois, | 
which, if not now in order, he would hereafter 
offer. It was read, as follows: 

Provided, That. the duties of such temporary chairman 
shall be confined to keeping order during the necessary j 
steps and proceedings for the election of 
and shall not relate to any act of legislation: » 


a Speaker only, i! 


Mr. HILLIARD was understood to inquire 
whether the motion to lay on the table could be 
divided. 


subject on the table was one entire motion, and, 

i f os 

; as such, could not be divided. : 
The question, * Shall the whole subject be laid 

on the table?” was then taken, and decided in the 

affirmative, as follows: 


[Cries of ‘ No objection.?7} 

Mr. McCLERNAND, (iw his seat.) I haveno 
objection. : 

Mr. SCHENCK. - I aupposed it would follow 
aga matter of. course. 1 should have no objection 
to the proposition of the gentleman from Illinois, : 
if that amendment were added. ý 

Mr. McCLERNAND, I accept the amendment 
cordially. It looks to the same object I sought to 


4 


i 
{ 
j 


accomplish by my resolution. ji 


The resolution was accordingly modified. 

Mr. LEVIN called for the 
lution as modified. i 

Mr. SCHENCK repeated that he was satisfied | 
with the proposition as modified, ifthe House saw | 
fit to adopt it. He apprehended this would not be | 
the case, however. 

Mr.: ROOT said, if any compromise was to be 
made,’he would like to have all parties repre- 
sented. [Laughter.] He would like to see the ji 
honorable gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Boyp,] :! 
and his honorable colleague, the late chairman of jl 
the Committee of Ways and Means, IMr. Vix- i| 
TOoN,}) sit side by side. [A laugh.}] He thought, i 
however, a spike team would drive full as ji 
well. He had another colleague who was as old, /| 
if not asgood, a soldier as any of them. Hebe- $ 
lieved, if not senior, he was equal in continuous 
service in this Hall. He did not know how he ! 
would like it; but since this was a peace-offering, | 
to reconcile all difficulties, he proposed to add to | 
the names already mentioned that of the honora- 
ble Josuva R. Gippives. {General laughter. ] 

He was very happy (he resumed) to find his | 
proposal met with such universal acceptance, [re- | 
newed laughter;] and now that they had got such 
a precious company of chairmen, he was wholly 
indifferent to the fate of the resolution. 
would stand together, or Jie down together, [a | 
laugh,] and look’ well any where. [Merriment] | 

Mr. WILMOT said he had had some little ex- 


ti 


perience in this Hall, and he had never known l 


three days of more order and quiet than they had } 
passed here. He believed that the forbearance, | 
the good temper of this House might be relied | 
upon, and that they could continue their voting 
until an agreement took place and a Speaker was | 
elected. Place a man in the chair, and the contest | 
which he believed -was now nearly at an end, | 
would be protracted for a week, and would result, 
he feared, in a proposition to authorize the gentle- 
man placed in the chair to appoint the committees; 
for the same strength that would carry this resolu- 
tion would carry such a proposition. He appealed 
to gentlemen, had there not been order, good feel- 
ing, and decorum in the efforts which had been 
made for the last three days to organize this 
House? He had failed to observe those indications 
of disorder to which the gentleman 
had alluded; on the contrary, 
the part of gentlemen on al 
disposition to proceed calmly, coolly, to organize. | 
The agitation of the Proposition of the gentleman | 
from Illinois and its adopti 
as he believed, tend to pro 
in his judgment, was now 

Mr. DUER rose to a question of order, and said ! 
he now made the point that the motion to lay on! 
the table was not debatable. i 

The Crerx stated that it was a point for the 
House to decide. The Clerk could not call any 
gentleman to order, 

Mr. DUER. Let us have the decision of the 
House, 

[Cries of “ Question! question my 


tract the struggle which, | 
nearly at an end. 


Í 
i 
| 
į 
{ 
i 


The resolution as modified was read. i 


Mr. HILLIARD called for a division of the! 


question on the adoption of the resolution. 
The Crerx. 


The gentleman from New York | 
has moved to Jay the resolution on the table, which | 
is the first question. 


The yeas and nays were then asked and ordered | 
on the motion to 


ot lay the whole subject on the ta- | 
e. 


1, Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Beale, 
li Booth, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, 


i 
$ ii Owen, Peck, Pi 
reading of the reso- |! i . 

ti 


j man, La Sère, Leffler, Lite 


t Savage, Sawtelle, Sed 
i Stanton, Stetson, Stron 


|| tate the name of Mr. 
| Mr. Boyn. 


They | 


from Ihinoisi! 
he had observed, on || 
l sides of the Hall, aj 


on, he repeated, would, i 


i The following is the vote in detail: 


YEAS—Messrs, Alexander, Allen, Alston, Anderson, 
Bennett, Bingham, Boker, 
Brooks, Burrows, Chester 
| Buiter, Thomas B. Butler, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, 
i Campbell, Casey, Chandier, Cleveland, Clingman, Coleock, 
Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Diekey, 
į Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Durkee, 


į loway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, 
| Houston, Howe, Hunter, Jackson, James D. 

f Daniel P. King. George G. King, James G. King, Join A. 
King, Preston King, Levin, Horace Mann, Marshall, Matte- 
sop, McGaughey, MeKisscek, Finis E. McLean, Meacham, 
i Meore, Morton, Nelson, Nes, Newell, Ogie, Otis. Outlaw, 
1œ3ix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, 
Sackett, Schenck, 


Hiltiara, 


i Risley, Rockwell, Root, Rose, Ruinsey, 
Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, 
Sprague, Stanly, Alexander H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, 
Taylor, Jobu B. Thompson, Thurman, Toombs, Tuck, Un- 
derhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, Wiliams, 
Witmot, and Wilson—116. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bayly, 
Bissell, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Albert G. Brown, W. J. 
Brown, Buel, Burt, R. C. Cabell, Joseph Cable, George A. 
Caldwell, Carter, W. R. W. Cobb, Daniel, Dimmick, f 
ney, Dory, Dunham, Edmundson, Alexander Evans, Ewi 


Feathers 


manson, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L, 
Hiris, Hibbard, Hoagiand, Holladay, Howard, Hubbard, 
Inge, Andrew Johnson, Robert W., Johnson, Jones, Kanf- 
field, Job Mann, Mason, Mê- 
Clernand, McDonald, McDowell, McLanahan, Robert M, 
MelLane, McMullen, McQueen, MeWillie, Meade, Miller, 
Millson, Morehead, Morris, Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, Peas- 
lee, Phelps, Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, 
don, Frederick P. Stanton, R. H. 
g, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thomp- 
son, James Thonipson, William Thompson, Venable, Wal- 
| den, Waldo, Wallace, Welborn, Wentworth, Whittlesey, 


t Wildrick, Wood, Woodward, and Young— 105. 


So the whole subject was laid on the table. 


: newed the resolution, so modifying it as to substi- 
Vintan, of Ohio, for that of 


Mr. VINTON 
| porter understood 
| his opinion, 
resolution. 
Mr. STANTON, upon this intimation, with- 


declined, remarking (as the re- 
) that no good object could, in 


| So the resolution was withdrawn. 
t 


VOTE FOR SPEAKER. 
Thereupon, on motion of Mr. 
: the House again proceeded to vote for Speaker. 


i Messrs. Hintiarn of Alabama, Srrone of | 
| Pennsylvania, Durr of New York, and MILLER | 
he Clerk’s table, | 


Í of Ohio, resumed their seats att 
: ag tellers, to count the vote. 

: The roll was then called a fifteenth time, when 
| the tellers reported that the whole number of votes 


| given in was 295; necessary to a choice 113; of 
® 


| which— 
| Mr. Winthrop received....... eanidedwtea erent 
. &9 
Potter........ 10 
Mr. Richardson, 9 
Mr. Tuck. 7 
Mr. Gentry.. 5 
| Mr. Cleveland. 2 
Mr. Alien... 1 
| Mr. Bocoek..... eee cence eee 1 
H >= 
225 


For Mr. Winthrop—Messrs. Alexander, Atston, Ander- 
sen, Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, 
Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas 
B. Butler, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, 
Chandler, Clarke, Clingman Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, 
Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Dunean, Alexan- 
der Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freediey, Goodenow, 
Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, 
| Hebard, Henry, Hitiard, Houston, Hunter, Jackson, James 
i L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel 
| G. King, John A. King, 
| Matteson, McGaughey, 


Levin, Horace Mann, Marshall, 
MeKissock, Finis E. Mébean, 
| Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Nelson, Nes, Newell, Ogle, 
| Otis, Ondaw, Phoenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, 
| Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Scher- 
| merhorn, Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, 
i Spragne, Stanly, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, Jolin B. 
| Thompson, Thurman, Underhill, Van D. yke, Vinton, Wat- 
| kins, White, Williams, and Wilson, 

For Mr. Cobb—Messrs, Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
Bayly, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, William 
J. Brown, Buel, Joseph Cable, George A. Caldwell, Wij- 

! Hamson R. W, Cobb, Colcock, Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, 


The Crerx said that the motion tolay the whole | 


Nathan Evans, Fowler, | 
| Freedlev, Giddings, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Ai- i 


Johnson, Kerr, || 


Sbepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, ! 


| 
ton, Pitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore,Gorman, Greene, j 
Hackett, Hail, Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, Har- 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, rose and re- | 


be attained by the adoption of such a | 


WENTWORTH, | 


eae ee 


P. King, George G, King, James | 


Dunham, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, 
Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hackett, Hati, Hamilton, 
Hammond, Haralson, Harmanson, Isham G. Harris, Samp- 
son W. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holladay, Howard, Hab- 
bard, Andrew Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La Sére, Leffler, 
Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, McClernand, MeDowell, 
MeLanahan, Robert M. McLane, MeMulien, McQueen, 
Mc Willie, Meade, Miller, Millson, Morris, Morse, Olds, 
Parker, Peaslee, Phelps, Potter, Powell, Richardson, Rob- 
„hins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, Frederick 
P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong. Thomas, 
Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, William Thompson, 
Venable, Walden, Wallace, Wellborn, Wentworth, Wil- 
drick, and Young, : 

For Mr. Potter—Messrs. Bingham, Carter, Cleveland, 
Doty, Harlan, McDonald, Sweetser, Waldo, Whittlesey, 
and Wood. 

For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Beale, Bissell, Burt, T. L. 
Harris, Hubbard, Inge, R. W. Jehnson, Orr, and Wood- 
ward. 

For Mr. Tuck—Messra. Alten, Durkee, Giddings, Howe, 
Preston King, Root, and. Wilmot. 

For Mr. Gentry—Messrs. B. C. 
A. H. Stephens, and Toombs, 

For Mr Cleveiand—Messrs. Booth and Peck. 

For Mr. Bocock—Mr. Holmes. 

For Mr. Allen—Mr. Tuck. 


No choice. 
The roll was called for the sixteenth time, when 
the tellers reported that the whote number of votes 


given in was 225; necessary to a choice, 113; of 
which— 


Cabell, Morton, Owen, 


Mr. Winthrop reeeived.....6.ccess os seas einai «+. 100 

| Mr. Cobb, of Georgia.. 3 
i Mr. Richardson...,. 19 
i Mr. Potter... 16 
i} Mr. Tuck. 8 
Mi. Gentry..., 5 

Mr. Cleveland . os 2 
Mr. Daniel... 1 

Mi. ROW cies evscoceuiad Hosea sialatarne EERENS NERE 1 
225 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Winthrop—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Ander- 
son, Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokeo, Bowie, 
Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas 
B. Butler, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, 
Chandler, Clarke, Clingman, Cote, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, 
Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Alexander Evans, 
Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, 
Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, 
Henry, Houston, Hunter, Jackson, James L, Johnson, 
Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. Kine, James G. King, ` 
John A. King, Levin, Horace Mann, Marshall, Matteson, 
McGaughey, MeKissock, Finis F. McLean, Meacham, 
Moore, Morehead, Nelson, Nes, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outs 
law, Pheenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, 
Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Schermer- 
horn, Schooleraft, Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding {Spragne, 
Stanly, Thaddens Stevens, Taylor, Jobn B. Thompson, 
Thurman, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, 
Wiliams, and Wilson, py 

For, Mr. Cobbh—Messrs. Ashe, Bay, Bayly, Bowdon, 
Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, George A. Caldwell, 
Colcock, Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, Dunham, Ewing, Feath- 
erston, Faller, Gerry, Gilmore, ‘Gorman, Green, Hackett, 
Hall, Hamilton, Haralson, Harmanson, Isham G, Harris, 
Sampson W. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Howard, An- 
drew Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La Sère, Leffler, Little- 
field, Job Mann, Mason, MeClernand, Me Dowel, McLan~ 
ahan, Robert M. McLane, McMullen, MeQueen, Miller, 
Mulson, Morse, Parker, Peaslee, Phelps, Potier, Richard. 
son, Rohbins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Frederick 
i| P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, 
Thomas, James Thompson, Wiltiam Thompson, Venable, 
cen Wallace, Wellborn, Wentworth, Wildrick, and 

anng. ai 
| For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Averett, Beale, Bissell, Bo- 
cock, Burt, Edmundson, Hammond, T, L. Harris, Holladay, 

i} Hubbard, Inge, R. W. Johnson, MeWitie, Meade, Orr, 
H Powell, Seddon, Jacob Thompson, and Woodward. 
For Mr. Potter—Messrs. Albertson, Binghans, Buel, Jo- 
|| seph Cable, Carter, Cleveland, Doty, Fitch, Harlan, Me Don- 
i ald, Morris, Olds, Waldo, Whittlesey, Wood, aud W. J. 
i 


Brown. 
For Mr. Tuck—Messrs. Allen, Crowell, Durkee, Gid- 
nwe, Preston King, Root, and Wilmot. 


dings, H 
For Mr. Gentry—Messrs. E. C. Cabell, Morton, Owen, 
and Peck. 


A. H. Stephens, and Toombs. 
For Mr. Cleveland—Messrs. Booth 
For Mr. Daniel—Mr. Holmes, 

For Mr. Root—Mr. Tuck, 

No choice. 

The roll was then called the seventeenth 
when the tellers reported that 
of votes given was 225; n 
of which— 


Mr. Winthrop received......, 


time, 
the whole number 
ecessary to a choice 113; 


. 100 
Mr. Cobh, of Georgia ' 66 
i Mr. Riehardson,... 25 


Mr. Potter 


i} Mr. Tuck... : % 
| Mr. Gentry...:. » 5 
Ho Mr. McClernand. « I 
i| Mr. Cleveland.. ceed 
Mr. Allen.... a IT 
Mr, Burt.... er ee teeeeaseee ene sreseree I 
. . E 225 
The following is the vote in detail: 
For Mr. Winthrop—Messrs, Alexander, Alston, Anderson, 


Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, 


v Bowie, Breck 
Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, ; > 


Chester Butler, Thomas B, B utler, 


1849. 


* 


Joseph P. Caldwell, Caivin, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, 
Clarke, Clingman, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Deberry, 
Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Alexander Evans, Nathan 
Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Gondenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, 
Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Bil- 
liard, Houston, Hunter, Jackson, J. L, Johnson, Kerr, Daniel 
P. King, Geo. G. King, J:G. King, J. A. King, Levin, Horace 
Mann, Marshall, Matteson, McGaughey, McKissock, Finis 
E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Nelson, Nes, 
Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Phoenix, Pitnan, Putnam, Reed, 
Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, 
Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schooleraft, Shepperd, Silvester, 
Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, Jonn 
B. Thompson, Thurman, Underhill; Van Dyke, ‘Vinton, 
Watkins, White, Williams, and Witson. : 

Por Mr, Oobb—Messrs. Bay, Bayly, Bowdon, Bow- 
lin, Boyd; William J. Brown, George A. Caldwell, Wil- 
Jiamson R. W. Cobh, Coleock, Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, 
Danham, Ewing, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, 
Hackett, Hail, Hamilton, Haraison, Harmanson, Isham G. 
Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Howard, 
Andrew Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La Sére, Leffler, Little- 
field, Job Mann, Mason, McCternand, McDowell, MeLan- 
ahan, Robert M. McLane, Miller, Milison, Morse, Parker, 
Peasiee, Phelps, Potter, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, 
Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Richard H. Stanton, Stetson, 
Strong, Thomas, James Thompson, William Thompson, 
Venable, Walden, Wallace, Wellborn, Wentworth, and 
Wildrick, 

For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Ashe, Averett, Beale, Bis- 
sell, Bocock, A. G. Brown, Burt, Edmundson, Featherston, 
Hammond, T. L, Harris, Holladay, Hubbard, Inge, R. W. 
Johnson, MeMulien, McQueen, Mc Willie, Meade, Orr, 
povells Seddon, Jacob Thompson, Woodward, and 

oung. 

For Mr. Potter—Messrs. Albertson, Bingham, Buel, Jo- 
seph Cable, Cartter, Cleveland, Doty, Fitch, Harian, 
MeDonatd, Morris, Olds, Peck, Sweetser, Waldo, Whittie- 
sey, and Wood. 

For Mr. Tuck—Messrs. Alien, Crowell, Durkee, Giddings, 
Howe, Preston King, Root, and Wilmot. 

For Mr. Gentry—Messrs. E. C. Cabell, Owen, A. H. 
Stephens, and Toombs. 

For Mr. Clevetand—Mr. Booth. 

For Mr. Burtt—Mr. Holmes. 

For Mr. MeClernand—Mtr. F. P. Stanton, 

For Mr. allen—Mr. Tuck. 


No choice. 


The roll was called the eighteenth time, when | 


the tellers reported thatthe whole number of votes 

given in was 225; necessary to a choice 113; of 

which— 
Mr, Winthrop received......... 
Mr. Cobb, of Georgia.... 
M- Richardson 
Mr, Potter... 
Mr. Tuck... 
Mr. Gentry.. 
Mr, Cleveland. 
Mr. Wettborn... 
Mr. MeClernand.. 
Mr. Preston King....... 


00 
63 


sepersesnoreeol 


The following is the vote in detail: 

For Mr. Winthrop—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, 
Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, 
Brigzs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, 
Joseph P. Caidwell, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Cling- 
man, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Deberrv, Diekey, 
Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, 
Fawiler, Preediey, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Haho- 
way, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, 
Houston, Hunter, Jackson, James L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel 
P. King, Seorge G. King, James G. King, John A. King, 
Levin, Horace Mann, Marshall, Matteson, MeGaughey, 
McKissock, Finis E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, 
Nelson, Nes, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Phenix, Pitman, 
Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, 
Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Shepperd, 
Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague; Stanly, Thaddeus Stevens, 
‘Taylor, John B. Thompson, Thurman, Underhill, Van 
Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, Williams, and Wilson. 

‘For Mr. Cobb—Mesara. Bay, Bayly, Bowdon, Bowlin, W. 
J. Brown, George A. Caldwell, W. R. W. Cobb, Daniel, 
immick, Disney, Dunham, Ewing, Fuller. Gerry, Gilmore, 
Gorman, Green, Hackett, Hall, Holladay, Hamilton, Haral- 
ton, Hannanson, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Barris, 
Hibbard, Hoagland, Andrew Jobnsoa, Jones, Kaufman, La 
Sere, Lefer, Litdefield, Job Mann, Mason, McClernand, 
McDowell, MeLanaban, Robert M, McLane, Miller, Mill- 
son, Morse, Parker, Peaslee, Phelps, Potter, Richardson, 
Rahhins, Robinson, Ross. Savage, Sawtelle, Richard He 
Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Thomas, James Thompson, Wil- 
liam Thompson, Venable, Walden, Wallace, Wellborn, and 
Wildrick. . 

For Mr. Richardson—Messra. Ashe, Averett. Reale, Bis- 
sell, Boecock, Albert G. Brown, Burt, Colcock, Edmundson, 
Featherston, Hammond, Thomas L. Harris, Howard, Hub- 
bard, Inge, Robert W. Johnson, McMullen, MeQueen, Mce- 
Willie, Meade, Orr, Powell, Seddon, Jacob ‘Thompson, 
Woodward, and Young. , 

For Mr. Potter—Messrs. Albertson, Bingham, Buel, Jos. 
Cable, Cartter, Cleveland, Doty, Fitch, Harlan, McDonald, 
Morris, Olds, Peck, Sweetser, Waldo, Wentworth, Whi- 
Hesry, and Wood. 

For Mr. Tuck—Messrs. Allen, Campbell, Crowell, Dur- 
kee, Giddings, Howe, Preston King, Root, and Wilmot. 

Por Mr Gentry—Messrs. B. C. Cabell, Morton, Owen, A. 
H. Stephens. and Toombs. 

For Mr. Clereland~Mr. Booth. 

For Mr. Welthorn—Mr.. Holmes. 

For Mr. McClernand—Mr. E. P. Stanton. 

For Mr. Preston King—Mr. Tuck. 

There was no choice; 

When, on motion of Mr. LEVIN, the House 
adjourned till to-morrow, at twelve o'clock. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


IN SENATE. ; 
Framay, December 7, 1849. _ 

“The Senate was called to order at twelve o'clock. 
The Journal. was read, and, after an interval of 
some time, there being no business before the body, 
the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fray, December 7, 1849. 

The House was. called to order at 12 o’clock m. 
Mr. HILLIARD rose and noticed an error which 
had occurred -on the. part of the tellers yesterday. 
The name of Mr. HoLLapay, had by them erro- 
neously been placed in the list of those gentlemen 
who voted for Mr.. Wintnrop. The Journal, 


Mr. Featherston... ..sscceesteces ons 
Mr. McClernand...: craeneeeeas tng int 
¿Mr? Booth. sirce ss eee 


evr tebe EE 


-The following is the vote in detail: ; 

For Mr. Winthrop—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Andersen. 
| Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Brecky 
| Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B; Butlers. - 
| Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin,” Campbell, Casey; Chandler,- 
| Clarke, Clingman, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell 
4 Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Doer, Denean, Alexander Evans, 
j| Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Goodenow, ‘Got, Gould, 
| Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond,’ Hebard, 
| Henry, Hilliard, Houston, Howe, Hunter, Jackson, James 
| L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, . 
1 
| 


ii 
| 
| 


EaR 


King, John A. King, Levin, Horace Mann, Marshall, Matte- 
son, MeGaughey, McKissock. Finis E. McLean, Meacham, 
: Moore, Morehead, Nelson, Nes, Newell, Ogle, Otis; Out- 


| Clarke, Clingman, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, | 


however, was properly made up. He made the 
statement at the request of. the Clerk. 


VOTE FOR SPEAKER. 


The House then again proceeded to vote for 
Speaker. f pre 

Messrs. Hiy.tarp of Alabama, Strone of Penn- 
sylvania, Duer of New York, and MILLER of 
Ohio, resumed their seats at the Clerk’s table as 
tellers to count the vote. 

The roll was then called the nineteenth time, 
when the the tellers reported that whole number 
of votes given was 225; necessary to a choice 113; 
of which— 


aw, Phenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, 
Rockwell, Rosé, Ramsey, Sackett, Schenck, Shermerhorn, 
Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding; Sprague, Stan- 
y, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, John B. /Thontpson, Fhur- 
i man, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, Wit- 
liams, and Wilson. 

For Mr. Cobb—Messrs. Albertson, Bay, Bayly, Bowdon, 
Bowlin, Boyd, Buel, George A. Caldwell, W. R. W. Cobb, 
Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, Ewing, Fitch. Fuller, Gerry, 
Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hackett, Hall, Hamilton, Hatal- 
i son, Harmanson, T G. Harris, S. W. Harris, Hibbard, Hoag- 
| Tánd, A. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La Sè'e; Lefer, Titte- 

field, Job Mann, Mason, McClernand, MéDowell, MeLan- 
ahan, Robert M. McLane, McMullen, Miler; Milson, 
|! Morse, Parker, Peastee, Phelps, Potter, Robbins, Robinson; 
Savage, Sawtelle, Stetson, Strong, Thomas, Jas. Thompson. 
Wiliam Thompson, Walden, Welborn, Wenth worth, and 
| Wildrick. AA poet 
| For Mr. Rischardson—Messrs. Ashe, Averett, Beate, Bis- 
i sell, Bocock, Albert G. Brown, Burt, Coleock, Edmundson, 
| Featherston, Hammond. T. L. Harris. Holladay, Howard; 
| Hubbard, Inge, Bobert W. Johnson, McQueen, Me Wiltic, 
| Meade, Orr, Powell, Seddon, Jacob Thompson, Venable, 


Mr. Winthrop received ......eesceee ee lOl 
Mr. Cobh, of Georgia........0¢0+ 
Mr. Richardson. .....ceecccevcccvesee 29 
Mr Potlitad sesers os4ceesereaenaeee 18 
Mr. Wilmot, 0... cece cece cece cece eeeee 
Mr. Gentry... ccceceeeerececesceeeeeves 
Mr. Stanton, of Tennessee... seeeeevres 
Mr. Bowdon...ncecssavccscesseccesens 
Mr. McClernand.......---e0--. 
Mr. Booth... 


f 
f 
| 
H 
\ 


it Wallace, Woodward, and Young. 
il For Mr. Potter—Mesers. Ringham, William J. Brown 


8 

i i! Joseph Cable, Carter, Cleveland, Doty, Dunham, Harlan, 
i 

1 

1 

1 


| McDonald, Morris, Olds, Peck, Ross, Riehard B. Stanton, 
i, Swertser, Waldo, Whittlesey, and Wood. ia 
For Mr. Wilmot—Messrs. Allen, Booth, Durkee, Gid- 
|i dings, Preston King, Root, and Tuck. E 
For Mr. Gentry—Messrs. B. ©. 
j: A. H. Stephens, and Toombs. j 
25 ii For Mr. Featherston—Mr. Holmes. 
The vote in detail is as follows: | For Mr. McClernand—Mr. Frederick P. Stanton, , 


For Mr. Booth—Mr. Wilmot. z 
For Mr. Winthrop—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, | M ice. 

Andrews, Ashnitn, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, | No choice 1 A : 
Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, The roll was called the twenty-first time, when 
Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, `i the tellers reported that the whole number of votes 
i giv ð; ice : 
Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Daer, Duncan, Alexander Evans, į; a ate was 225; necessary to a choice 113; of 
Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freedley. Goodenow, Gott, Gould, |) WER A ate 
Grinneil, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, |: Mr. Winthrop received... ces. seve ee et 102 > 
Henry, Hilliard, Houston, Howe, Hunter, Jackson, James |) © Mr, Cobb, of Georgia... ....cereeee ees 66. 
L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King. J mes | Mr. Richardson < B 
G. King, John A. King, Levin, Horace Mann, Marshall, | A EE aor E E RA 
Matteson, McGaughey, MeKissock, F. FE. McLean, Meach- ; Mr. Potters ciccccccccnsecccsessavasees IF: 


tÍ 
...... H 


eee as 


Cabell, Morton, Owen, : 


am, Moore, Morehead, Nelson, Nes, Newell, Ogle, Otis, || Mr, Wilmot. ...eeesscssseneecteeed ese 7 
Outlaw, Prænix, Piunan, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Mr. Gentry. seses eeesesrrsesicbdseseesi Bae 
Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Mr. Hall i SE ee 
Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Silvester, Spanlding, Sprague, Stan- || Ep Ee E ts 
ly, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, John B.fhompson, Thurman, || Mr. MecClernand... cece cdeeane r 
Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, Williams, Mr. Booth.....ccccsccncsecccsivescees LL! 
and Wilson. H 

For Mr Cobb—Messrs. Albertson, Bay, Bayly, Bowdon, i; > 225 


Bowlin, Bord. Wiliam J. Brown, Buel, George A. Cald- |; 
well, W. R. W. Cobb, Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, Dunham, H 
Ewing, Fitch, Puller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, || 
Hackett, Hall, Hamilton, Haralson, Harmanson, Isham G. {i 
Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Andrew |j 
Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La Sere, Leffler. Littlefield, Job 1) 
Mann, Mason, McDowell, MeLanahan, R. M. McLane, i| chandler, Clarke, Clingman, Cole, Conger. Conrad, Cor- 
Miller, Miltlson, Morris, Morse, Parker, Peaslee, Phelps, | win, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, 
Potter, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Savage, Sawtelle, i] arexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freediey, Goode- 
Stetson, Strong, Thomas, James Thompson, W. Thomp- now, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Hay- 
son, Walden, Wellborn, and Wildrick. . 1 mond, Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, Houston, Howe, Hunter, 

For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Ashe, Averett, Beale, Bis- |; Jackson, James L; Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, Georse 
sell, Bocock, Albert G. Brow utt, Caleock, Edmundson, 4G. King, James G. King, John A. King, Levin, Horace 
Featherston, Hammond, Thomas L. Harris. Holladay, How- |; Mann, Marshall, Matteson, McGaughey, MeKissock, Finis 
ard, Hubbard, Inge, R. W. Johnson, McMullen, McQueen, | p, McLean, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Nelson, Nes, 
MeWillie, Meade, Orr, Powell, Seddon, Jacot Thompson, i X 
Venable, Wallace, Woodward, and Young. 

For Mr. Potter—Messrs. Bingham, Joseph Cable, Cartter, 
Cleveland, Doty, Harlan, McDonald, Oids, Peck, Ross, R. 
H. Stanton, Sweetser, Waldo, Whituesey, and Wood. i 

For Mr. Wilmot—Mes Allen, Booth, Durkee, Gid- |; 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Winthrop—Mesers. Alexander, Alston, Andeér- 
son, Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Beneit, Bokee, Bowie, 
Breek, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas 
B. Butler, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin,- Caurpbell, Casey, 


dings, Preston King, Root, Tuck, and Wentworth. 
For Mr. Gentry—Messrs. E. C. Cabell, Morton, Owen, 
A. H. Stephens, and Toombs. | 
For Mr. Bowdon—Mr. Holmes. 5 li 
For Mr. McUlernand—Mr. Frederick P. Stanton. H 
For Mr. Stanton--Mr. MeCiernand. il 


For Mr Booth—Mr. Wilmot. 
No choice. 


The roll was called for the twentieth time, when 
the tellers reported that the whole number of votes 
given in was 225; necessary to a choice 113; of 


Rol 


ich— i, For Mr. Richardson—‘essrs. Averett, Beale, Bissell, 
which s Si 2 : fi Boenek, Burt, Colcock, Edmundson; Thomas D. Harris, 
SMr. Winthrop received, .eseessessorere 102 | Holladay; Howard, Hubbard, {nge, Robert. W. Johnson, 


Mr Cobb, of Georgia.. .....sssseeseee 62 | McQueen, ‘MeWillie, Meade, Orr, Powell, Seddon, Vena- 
x 


i : ble, Wallace, Woodward, and Young. 
Mr aa seevessscnrsacverserces: ZB “for Mr. Polter—Messrs. Albertson, Bingham, William 
Y, FOUET eecses 


A TE G) 


eae enesecsvesoee 


|i 

l J. Brown, Cartter, Cleveland,, Doty, Fiteh, Harlan, MeDon- 
Mr, Wilmot.. i ald, Morris, Olds, Peck, Ress, Richard H. Stanton, Sweet 
Mr, Gentry... 


7 
5 | User, Waldo, Wentworth, Whittlesey; and Wood. 


ase enesetevesacen 


* 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


For Mr. Witmot—Messrs. Allen, Booth, Durkee, Giddings, | 


Preston King, Root, and Fuck. 
For Mr. Gentry—Messts. E. C., Cabell, Morton, Owen, 
A. H. Stephens, and Toombs, 

Bor Mr. Hall-—Mr. Holmes. 

For Mr. McClernand—Mr. F. P. Stanton. 

For Mr. Booth—Mr. Wilmot. 

No ‘choice. 

The roll was then called the twenty-second time, 
when the tellers reported that the whole number of 
votes given was. 225; necessary to a choice 113; 
of which— 

Mr. Winthrop received, sese e.. eene oe. 102 

Mr. Cobb, of Georgidisseaessssessie s. 65 

Mr. Richardson... ... cc. cc cca cecsees 23 

Mr. Potter. .cceccscccceccecsccaceesess 18 

Mr. Wilmot... ccc. scene aad 

Mr. Gentry. . cece. ccc cece e 5 

Mr. Strong. . ccs ceccescccccsscessecees 2 

Mr. Morse... cccccscccccccerccssnssces L 

1 
1 


oe eeene 


Mr. McClernand......cc.cccceescscens 
Mr. Buoth. oc. es eee ceccccccecs 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Winthrop—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Ander- 

son, Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, 
Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas 
B. Butler, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, 
Chander, Clarke, Clingman, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, 
Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Dunean, Alexan- 
der Evans, Nathan Evas, Fowler, Freediey, Goodenow, 
Gott, Gonid, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, 
Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, Houston, Howe, Hunter, Jackson, 
James L. Jobnson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, 
James G. King, John A. King, Levin, Horace Mann, Mar- 
shall, Matteson, McGaughey, McKissock, Finis E. McLean, 
Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Nelson, Nes, Newell, Ogle, 
Otis, Outlaw, Phonix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, 
Risley Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Scher- 
merhorn, Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Silvester, Sprague, Stanly, 
Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, John B. Thompson, Thurman, 
Underhill, Vau Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, Williams, 
and Wilson, 
__ For Mr. Cohbh—Messrs. Ashe, Bay, Bayly, Bowdon, Bow- 
Yin, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Buel, Joseph Cable, George A. 
Caldwell, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Daniel, Dimmick, Dis- 
ney, Ewing, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hack- 
ett, Hall, Hamilton, Haralson, Harmanson, Isham G. 
Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Andrew 
Johnson, Jones, Kaufinan, La Sére, Leffler, Littlefield, Job 
Mann, Mason, MeClernand, McDowell, McLanahan, Rob- 
ert M. McLane, McMullen, Me Willie, Miller, Millson, 
Morse, Parker, Peastce, Phelps, Potter, Richardson, Rob- 
bins, Robinson, Savage, Sawtelle, Stetson, Strong, Thomas, 
Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, William Thompson, 
Walden, Welborn, and Wildrick. 

For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Averett. Beale, Bissell, Bo- 
cock, Burt, Coleoek, Edmundson, Hammond, Thomas L. 
Harris. Holladay, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, Robert W. John- 
son, McQueen, Meade, Orr, Powell, Seddon, Venable, 
Wallace, Woodward, and Young. 

Fur Mr, Potter—Messrs. Albertson, William J. Brown, 
Carter, Clevelind, Doty, Dunham, Fitch, Harlan, MeDon- 
ald, Morris, Olds, Peck, Richard H. Stanton, Sweetser, 
Waldo, Whittlesey, and Wood. 

For Mr. Wilmot—Messts. Allen, Booth, Durkee, Gid- 
dings, Preston King, Root, and Tuck. 

For Mr. Gentry—Messrs. E. C. Cabell, Morton, Owen, 
Alexander H. Stephens, and Toombs, 

ı Por Mr. Strong—Messrs. Bingham and Wentworth. 

For Mr. Booth—Mr. Wilmot. 

For Mr McClernand—Mr. Frederick P. Stanton. 


No choice. . 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved that the 
Houseadjourn until to-morrow at twelve o'clock, m. 

Tellers were called for and refused, and the ques- 
tion having “been then taken and decided in the 
affirmative, 


Sioe Fones adjourned until to-morrow at twelve 
o’clock, m. 


IN SENATE. 
SATURDAY, December 8, 1849. 

The Senate met at twelve o’clock, pursuant to 
adjournment. 

Mr. PEARCE presented the credentials of the 
Hon. Davip Stewart, appointed a Senator by the 
Governor of the State of Maryland, to fill the va- 
cancy created by the resignation of the Hon. Rev- 
ERDY Jonwson; which were read, and the oath 
prescribed by law was administered to Mr. STEW- 
ART, and he took his seat in the Senate. 

After a brief interval, there being no business 
before the Senate— 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Sarurpay, December 8, 1849. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
VOTE FOR SPEAKER. 
On motion by Mr. WENTWORTH, the 


House again proceeded to vote for Speaker, viva 
voce. oo - 

Messrs. Hituiarp of Alabama, Srrone of Penn- 
sylvania, Durr of New York, and MILLER of 
Ohio, resumed. their seats at the Clerk’s. table, as 
tellers, to count the vote. . 3 

The roll was then called the twenty-third time, 
when the tellers. reported. that the. whole number 
of votes given was 225; necessary to a choice 113; 
of which— 

Mr. Winthrop received..........0022- 102 

Mr. Cobb of Georgia.......ccescecees SL 

Mr. Potters. cceecccccccsccsccsccrceee 29 

Mr. Richardson... 

Mr. Wilmot...... © T 

Mr Millers... ...cccccssscccesseccees 5 

Mr. Strong... ccc. ccccccesccsceccvesee D 

Mi Gentry... is.ccccweesscievecees 4 

Mr, Bayly.......... 3 

Mr. McDowell. s.s.s.. 3 
Mr: Boyds ecscisiaccccveseedsescsse. 3 

2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 


aewnee 


Mr. Disney.s'scclccones.cwecs one aks eta ei 
Mr. McClernand..... 
Mr. Meade.......... 
Mr. Thomas. ise ees sssri teosena 
Mr. Thompson of Pennsylvania....... 
Mr. Inge. .coccccsccccscsscsocccscsce 
Mr. Booth... .ccsccccsccsssecvcvccece 


ee vecerce 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Winthrop—Messts, Alexander, Alston, Anderson, 
Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, 
Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thos. B. Butler, 
J P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, 
Clingman, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, De- 
berry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Alexander Evans, 
Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, 
Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, 
Henry, Hilliard, Houston, Howe, Hunter, Jackson, James 
L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel! P. King, George G. King, Jas. G. 
King, John A. King, Levin, Horace Mann, Marshall, Matte- 
son, McGaughey, McKissock, Finis B. McLean, Meacham, 
Moore, Morehead, Nelson, Nes, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Out- 
law, Phænix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, 
Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, 
Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stan- 
ly, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, John B. Thompson, ‘Phur- 
man, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, Wil- 
liams, and Wilson. 

For Mr. Cobb—Messrs. Ashe, Bay, Buel, George A. 
Caldwell, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Daniel, Featherston, 
Fuller, Gilmore, Green, Hall, Hamilton, Haralson, Harman- 
son, Howard, Andrew Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La Sére, 
Littlefield, Mason, Robert M. McLane, McQueen, MeWil- 
lie, Miller, Morse, Phelps, Savage, Sawtelle, Thomas, and 
Jacob Thompson. ` 

For Mr. Potter—Messrs. Albertson, Boyd, W. J. Brown, 
Joseph Cable, Cartter, Cleveland, Disney, Doty, Dunham, 
Fitch, Harlan, Hoagtand, Leffler, McDonald, Morris, Olds, 
Peck, Robbins, Ross, R. H. Stanton, Sweetser, James 
Thompson, W. Thompson, Walden, Waido, Wentworth, 
Whittlesey, Wildrick, and Wood. 

For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Averett, Beale, Bissell, 
Bocock, Bowlin, Burt, Colcock, Edmundson,Gorman, Ham- 
mond, T. L. Harris, Holladay, Hubbard, Inge, R. W. Jobn- 
son, McClernand, Meade, Millson, Parker, Powell, Seddon, 
Woodward, and Young. 

For Mr. Wilmot—Messrs. Allen, Booth, Durkee, Gid- 
dings, Preston King, Root, and Tuck. 

For dir. Strong—Messrs. Bingham, Gerry, Hibbard, Peas- 
lee, and Stetson. 

For Mr. Gentry—Messrs. Morton, Owen, A. H. Stephens, 
and Tooinbs. 
ee Mr. Boyd—Messrs. Bowdon, H. Cobb, and J, G 

Arris. 

8 For S. W. Harris—Messts. McMullen, 
ayly. 

he For Mr. McDowell—Messrs. Job Mana, McLanahan, and 
strong. 

For Mr. McClernand—Messrs. Ewing and F. P. Stanton. 

For Mr. Meade—Messrs. Orr and Wallace. 

For Mr. Disney—Messrs. Richardson and Robinson. 

For Mr. Bayly—Messrs. Wellborn and Hackett. 

For Mr. James Thompson—Mr. Dimmick. 

For Mr. Miiler—Mr. A. G. Brown, 

For Mr. Thomas—M +. McDowell, 

For Mr. Inze—Mr. Holmes. 

for Mr. Booth—Mr. Wilmot. 


No choice. j 

The roli was then called the twenty-fourth time, 
when the tellers reported that the whole number 
of votes given was 224; necessary to a choice 113, 
of which— 

Mr. Winthrop received.........6.000.-102 

Mr, Potter........2..06 «e+ 40 


Venable, and 


Mr, Miller ..........., 
Mr. Wilmot 


re 


Cem eerenaee 


Mr. Bayly.........0 
Mr. McDowell 


Sete c ere ecee 
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Mr. Disney..... 
Mr. Thomas.... 
Mr, Green...scevecseee 
Mr. McClernand....... 
Mr. Booth. .ccecccncccnsscccencecanes 
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The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Winthrop—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, 
Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, ‘Breck, 
Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, 
Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, 
Clarke, Clingman, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, 
Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Alexander Evana, 
Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, 
Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Bayimond, Hebard, 
Henry, Hilliard, Houston, Howe, Hunter, Jackson, James 
L. Jounson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James 
G. King, John A. King, Levin, Horace Mann, Marshall, 
Matteson, McGaughey, McKissock, F. B. McLean, Meach- 
am, Moore, Morehead, Nelson, Nes, Newel, Ogle, Otis, 
Outlaw, Phoenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, 
Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, 
Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, 
Stanly, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, John B. Thompson, 
Thurman, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, 
Williams, and Wilson. , 

For Mr. Potter—Messrs. Albertson, Bingham, Boyd, Wil- 
liam J. Brown, Buel, Joseph Cable, George A. Caldwell, 
Cartter,Cieveland, Diminick, Disney, Doty, Dunham, Ewing, 
Fitch, Fuller, Gilmore, Gorman, Hamitton, Harlan, Hoag- 
land, Leffler, Job Mann, McDonald, Robert M. McLane, 
Morris, Olds, Peck, Robbins, Ross, Sawtelle, Richard H. 
Stauton, Sweetser, Janes Thompson, William ‘Thompson, 
Walden, Waldo, Whittlesey, Wildrick, and Wood. 

For Mr. Cobb—Messrs. Ashe, Bay, Bocock, W. R. W. 
Cobb, Daniel, Hail, Haralson, Howard, A. Johnson, Jones, 
Miller, Parker, Phelps, Savage, Thomas, and Kaufman. 

For Mr. Boyd—Measrs. Averett, Burt, H. Cobb, Feather- 
ston, Harmanson, J. G. Harris, Holladay, Littlefield, Mc- 
Queen, Mc Willie, Millson, Seddon, Bowdon, and Meade. 

For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Beate, Bissell, Bowlin, 
Coicock, Edmundson, Hammond, T. L. Harris, Hubbard, 
Inge, R. W. Johnson, La Sére, Mason, McClernand, Morse, 
Woodward, and Young, 

For Mr. Miller—Messrs. Bayly, A. G. Brown, Green, S. 
W. Harris, McMulten, Richardson, Jacob Thompson, and 
Venable. . 

For Mr, Witmot— Messrs. Allen, Booth, Durkee, Giddings, 
Preston King, Root, and Tuck. 

For Mr. Strong—Messts. Gerry, Hibbard, Peaslee, Stetson, 
and Wentworth. 

For Mr Gentry—Messrs. Morton, Gwen, A. H. Stephens, 
Toombs, and E. C. Cabell. 

For Mr. Bayly—Messrs. Powell, Wellborn, and Hackett. 

For Mr. Mc Dowell—Messrs. McLanahan and Strong.’ 

For Mr, Meade—Messrs. Orr and Wallace. 

For Mr. Green—Mr. Holmes. 

For Mr. Thomas—Mr. McDowell. 

For Mr. Disney—Mr. Robinson. 

For Mr. McClernand—Mr. F. P. Stanton. 

For Mr. Booth—Mr. Wilmot. 


No choice. 


The roll was then called a twenty-fifth time, 
when the tellers reported that the whole number 
of votes given was 225; necessary to a choice 113; 
of which— 

Mr. Winthrop received .........0000++ 0102 

Mr. Potter .ccscccccsnccscccecsessscss 49 

Mr. Boyd .eesseseserosesseseoreseesee 22 

Mr. Richardson....... 

Mr. Cobb, of Georgia. . 

Mr. Miller... csc ccceseceee 

Mr. Wilmot...........scee8 

Mr. Gentry....... 

Mr. McClernand.:........-- 

Mr. Bayly .......-..eeeeeeee 

Mi: Booth sic. cc ceces es deetaeeass wee 

Mr. Brown, of Indiana.........ceees0e8 

Mr. UNG sce cece pias coc ner sowsesenson 

Mr. McDowell... ...ccccccesccnecveces 

Mr. Meade... ccc ccceccccevervecsouee 

Mr. Thomas.......ccccecesssccoescces 

Mr. Wallace....ccsccevececcessccreues 
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The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Winthrop—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, 
Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, 
Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, C. Butler, Thos. B. Butler, J. P. 
Caldwell, Caivin, Campbell,’ Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Cling- 
man, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, 
Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Alexander Evans, Nathan 
Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grin- 
nell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Alaymond, Hebard, Henry, 
Hilliard, Houston, Howe, Hunter, Jackson, James L. John- 
son, Kerr, Daniel P. King, Geo. G. King, James G. King, 
John A, King, Levin, Horace Mann, Marshall, Matteson, 
McGaughey, McKissock, F, E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, 
Morehead, Nelson, Nes, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, 
Phænix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rock- 
well, Rose, Ramsey, Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, 
Schooleraft,Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, 
Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, John B. Thompson, Thurman, 
Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, Williams, 
and Wilson. 

For Mr. Potter—Messrs. Albertson, Bingham, Bowlin, 
Boyd, Wm. J. Brown, Buel, Joseph Cable, G. A. Caldwell, 
Cartter, Cleveland, Dimmick, Disney, Doty, Dunbam, Fiteh, 


1849. 


Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore; Gartman, Hamilton, Harlan, Hib- 
bard, Hoagland, Leffler, Job- Mann, Mason, McDonald, 
McLanaban, R. M. McLane, Morris, Olds, Peaslee, Peck, 
Hopes en Moss; aie R. H. Stanton, Stetson, 
weetser, Jaines Thompson, m. ‘Thompson, Waldei 
Waldo, Whittlesey, Willrick, and Wood. ati s tieit, 
For Mr. Boyd—Measrs, Averett, Burt, H..Cobb, Edmund- 
son, Featherston, Hackett, Hall, A. G. Harris, Holladay, 
Littletield, MeMuilen, McQueen, McWillie, Meade, Mih- 
son, Orr, Parker, Seddon, Thomas, Woodward, Ashe, and 


-.J. K. Miller—Messis. A. G. Brown, Gréen, Hubbard, La 


Sére, Venable, and S. W. Harris. 
M.-P. Gentry—Messrs. E. C. 
H: Stephens, and Toombs: 
IT- G. Harris—Mr. Bowdon. 
E. La Séve—Mr. Holmes. 
F., P. Stanton—Mir. Inge. 
J. H. Thomas—Mr. McDowell. 
J. A. McClernand—Mr. Phelpa. å 
T. H. Bayly-—Messrs. Powell and Wellborn. 


Bocoek. 
` For Mr. 


Kaufman. 


For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Beale, Bissell, Coleock, 
Daniel, Hammond, ‘I. L. Harris; Inge, R. W. Johnson, La 


Bère, McClernand, Morse, and Young. 


For Mr. Miiler—Messts. Bayly, A. G. Brown, Green, S. 
W. Harris, Hubbard, Richardson, Jacob Thompson, and 


Venable. 


For Mr. Wilmot—Messrs, Booth, Durkee, P. King, Root, 


Tuck, Wentworth, Allen, and Giddings. 


For Mr. Gentry—Messrs. E. C. Cabell, Morton, Owen, 


A. T. Stephens, and Toombs. 


For Mr. McClernund—Messrs. Phelps and F. P. Stanton. 


For Mr. Bayly—Messrs. Powell and Wellborn. 
Por Mr. Iage—Mr. Bowdon. 

For Mr. W. J. Brown—Mr. Harmanson. 

For Mr. Wailace—Mr. Holmes. 

For Mr. Thomas—Mr. McDowell. 

For Mr’ McDonald—Mr. Strong. 

For Mr. Meade—Mr. Wallace. 

For Mr, Booth—Mr. Wilmot. 


No choice. 


Mr. HARALSON rose and said, that as this 
was Saturday, and as there was little or no 
probability that a Speaker could be elected to- 
he would move that the House adjour 
(Cries of ii 
“ Agreed ?—** No”—** Another vote.”)] Tellers | 


day, 
until Monday, at twelve o'clock, m. 


on the motion were asked and refused. 


And the question was then taken and decided in 


the negative. , 
So the House refused to adjourn. 


The roll was calied for the twenty-sixth time, 
when the tellers reported that the whole number of | 
votes given in was 225; necessary to a choice 113; 


of which— 
Mr. Winthrop received... eseesese ee... 102 
Mr. Potter. ..sseeeeseeces wee 61 
Mr. Boyd. .sasseseepesesarersereereet 22 
Mr. Cobb, of Georgia.....eeeeeeeeeees 
Mr. Wilmot. ...seceeeecececoerensenes 
Mr. Richardson...secesseescescreseces 
Mr. Miller. ...csseeecevoeere 
Mr. Gentry. ..eseeeeeeeeere 
Mr. Baylyssssecseceecer eee cerecececes 
Mr. La SGre.scccce cece cece cc eneneeee 
Mr. Harris, of Alabama.....-s.eeeeeees 
Mr. Stanton, of Tennessee...-++eereers 
Mr. Thomas...csccecevee seeceeserers 
Mr. McClernand.. 
Mr. Meade......- 
Mr. ‘Booth... sscsvceeseecereeneseeercces 
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The following is the vote in detail: 

For Mr. Winthrop—Messrs. 
son, Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, 
Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, 
B. Butler, Joreph P. Caldwell, Calvin, 
Chandier, Clarke, Clingman, Coie, Conger, 
win, Crowell, 


mond, Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, Houston, Howe, 
J. L. Johnson, Kerr, D. P. King, 
King, John A. King, Levin, Horace 
tecon, MeGaughey, 


Outlaw, Phenix, Pitman, 
Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sa 
Schooleraft, Shepperd, Silvester, 
Stanly, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, 
Tharman, Underhill, Van Dyke, 
Williams, and Wilson. 
For Mr. Potter— Messrs. 
bain, Bowlin, Boyd, Wm. J. Brown, 
A. Caldwell, 
Dunham, Ewing, Fitch, Fuller, 
Hamilton, Hammond, Harlan, 
man, Leffler, Littlefield, Job Mann, 
MeLanahan, Robert M. McLane, Milson, 
Parker, Peaslee, Peck, 
Ross, Sawtelie, F. P. Stanton, 


Gerry, 
Hibbard, 


Wiltiam Thompson, Walden, 
Wildrick, and Wood. 

Averett, Bovock, 
Featherston, Hackett, 


son, 
Whitilesey, 

L. Boyd—Messrs. Ashe, 
Coteock, Daniel, Edmundson, 


t 
į 
Harmanzon, J.G. Harris, Holladay, Howard, McMullen, | Mr, Cobb, of Georgia...... Oho | 
MeQugens *MeWillie, Meade, Orr, Seddon, and Wood- i Mr, Gentry.. ae aie enn ta es pa eee | 
a) . } 


W. A. Richardson—Messts. Bissell, T. L. Harris, Me- 


Clernand, Morse, Young, and R. W. Jobnson. 
Joscph Cuble—Messrs. 
A. Johnson, Jones, Miller, 
David Wilmot—Messrs. Allen, 


Preston King, Root, and Tuck. 


and Savage. 
Booth, 


Oobb—-Messrs. Bay, W. Rw. Cobb, Haral- 
son, Howard, Andrew Jobnson, Jones, Miller, Savage, and 


Alexander, Alston, Ander- 
Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, 
Chester Buter, Thomas ; 
Campbell, Casey, 
Conrad, Cor- 
Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Al- 
exander Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Goode- 
now, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Hav, Hay- į 
Hunter, 
Geo. G. King, James G. 
Mann, Marshall, Mat- 
MeKissock, Finis E. biel ae Mee 
$ e, Morehead, Nelson, Nes, Newell, Ogle, Ous, 
arisen £ Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, 
Sackett, Schenck, Schermerborn, 
Spaulding, Sprague, | 
John B. ‘Thompson, 
Vinton, Watkins, White, | 


Albertson, Bayly, Beale, Bing- 
Buel, J. Cable, Ggorge 
Cartter, Cleveland, Dimmick, Disney, Doty, 
Gillmore, Gorman, 
Hoagland, Kauf- 
Mason, McDonald, 
Morris, Olds, | 
Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, | 
Richasd H. lay eae 

3 g, Sweets y as, Jacob Thompson, Jas. Thomp- 

Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, Wate: AS awot | 


Burt, H. Cobh, | 
Hall, 


Ray, W. R. W. Cobb, Haralson, 
Durkee, Giddings, | 


R. K. Meade—Mr. Waliace. . 
W. Booth—Mr. Wilmot. 


No choice. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, submitted the 
following proposition: 
Resolved, That ROBERT C. Wintsrop, of Massachueetts, 


be chosen Speaker, and the Clerk of the House for 
the thirty-first Congress. 


Mr. BUTLER said he offered the proposition, 
to be disposed of as the House saw fit. Gent emen 
on the other side migh. fill the blank if they 
chose; and if the proposition met the views of 
those gentlemen, it would doubtless be readily 
adopted. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, suggested, 
as the gentleman from Pennsylvania proposed a 
bargain to meet the views of gentlemen on his 
(the Democratic) side of the House, that he should 
insert the name of Howell Cobb for Speaker, and 
the one side could fill the blank for Clerk, as they 
saw fit. 

Mr. BUTLER replied that he was willing to 
refer the question to the decision of the House. 
With reference to the gentleman’s remark desig- 
nating this a bargain, he (Mr. B.) would say it 
was not a private bargain. lt wasa p oposition 
| offered without consultation with anybody, made 
in open House. The only object which he had 
in view was to secure an organization, which was 
important to enable them to receive the President’s 
message and the other documents, and lay them | 
before the country. Another advantage would be, || 
that the Government would be relieved of the bur- 
den of expenses to which it was now subjected, 
| under an arrangement which, he understood from 
the Postmaster General, had been made, by which 
the Government had had the expresses under pay || 
| during the week past, for the transmission of the 
message and docume” ts at any moment. 

Mr. ROOT inquired of Mr. BUTLER, with refer- 
| ence to these expresses, whether he understood | 
that any other than the northward and eastward | 
| express had been chartered? whether any provis- 
ion had been made for the transmission southward | 
and westward? 


n 


upon this point, 
fact that the Government was now paying a large 

amount from day to day for expresses, which were 

kept subject to its demand. 

Mr. STANTON desired to ask the gentleman 
another question: whether he did not suppose that 
these expresses had already performed their office 
in carrying the Postmaster General’s report? 
[A laueh.} a 

Mr. BUTLER replied that he would refer the 
gentleman to his own party for an answer, the 
Postmaster General’s report having becn published | 
by them. 

Mr. McILANE proposed to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania to strike out Mr. Wirtnrop’s name, 
so as to leave two blanks, and provide for filling 
them by nomination, which, he said, a majority 
of the House could do. 

Mr. KAUFMAN moved to lay the resolution 
on the table. 

i The question being taken, the motion was 
agreed to without a division. 

“On motion of Mr. WENTWORTH, the House |, 
then again proceeded to vote for Speaker. | 

The roll was then called the twenty-seventh | 
time, when the tellers reported that the whole 
number of votes given was 225; necessary to a 
choice 113; of which— 


Mr. Winthrop received... seseeeee es.. .102 
Mr. Potter.....+.+-+ seeeeeree T0 | 
Mr. Boyd. csc ce cec er eeceeccceeetsenes 17 i] 


sss... Í 


Mr. MMer. nenesa. NES 
Mr. Richardson...... 
Mr. Bayly...-----0s> 
Mr. Booth.......e cece cece ence ene t tet 


re 


Peere re eee ee 


l 
i 


Mr. BUTLER replied that he was not informed || 
He had merely mentioned the |! 
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Mr. Hackett... .cccroresccsesevececes 


b | Mr. Meade. isanne aenn hee 

Gabe, Morton, Owen, a. || Me aomas e cio Be 
Mr. Woodward ....sccvcsesecteresenee, L > 

a 


The following isthe vote in detail: E 

For Mr. Winthrop—Messrs Alexander: Alston, Andersony 
Andrews; Ashmun; Baker, Bennett, Boker; Bowie, Bréecky 
Briggs, Brooks, Barrows, Chester Bitler, Thoma B. Banery 
Joseph P: Caldwell, Calvin, Camphelt, Casey, Chandler, 
Clarke, Clingman, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, ‘Crowell, 
Neberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Alexander Bvans,. 
Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freediey, Goodenow, Gott. Gould, 
Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Havmond, Hebard, 
Henry, Hilliard, Houston, Howe, Hunter, Jas. Ti. Jahn&ov, 
Kerr. Danie} P. King, George G. King, James @ King, Johnr 
A. King, Levin, Horace Mann. Marshall. Matteson, Me- 
Gaughey, McKissock, Finis E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, 
Morehead, Nelon, Nes, Newell, Ogle., Otis, Outlaw, 
Phenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rock- 
well, Rose, Rumey, Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorny 
Schooteraft, Shepperd, Silvester. Spaulding, Sprague, Sian- 
ly, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, John. B. Thompson, Thur- 
man, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, Wil- 
Hams, and Wilson. 

For Mr. Potter~Messts. Albertson, Bay, Bayly, Beale, 
Pingham, Bowlin, Boyd, Witham J. Brown, Buel; Joseph 
Cable, George A. Caldwell, Cartter, Cleveland, Dimmick, 
Disney. Doty, Danham, Edmundson, Ewing, Fitch, Fuller, 
Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Har- 
Jan, Isham G. Harris, Thos. D. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, 
Kaufinan, Leffler, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, McDonald, 
MeLanahan, Robert M. McLane, MeMnilen,. MeWilie, 
Millson, Morris, Olds, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Rich- 
ardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Sawtelle, Frederiek P. 
Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, ‘Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, 


| Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, Wm. Thomp- 


son, Walden, Waldo, Wentworth, Whittlesey, Wildriek, 
and Wood. : if as 

L. Boyl—Messrs. Ashe, Averett, Bocack, Bowdon, Burt, 
H. Cobh, Coleock, Daniel, Featherston, Hackett, Barman- 
son, Holladay, Howard, McQueen, Meade, Seddon, ane 
Woodward. 

Joseph Oable—Messrs. W. R. W. Cobb, A. Johnsen, 
Jones, Miller, Savage, and Haralson, 

D. Wilmot—Messrs. Alien, Booth, Giddings, P. King» 
Root, and Tack. 

W. A. Richordson—Messrs. Bissell, R. W. Johnson, 
MeClernand, Morse, and Young. 

J.K. Miller—Messrs. A. G. Brown, S. W. Harris, Bub- 
bard, La Sére, and Venatle. 

M. P. Gentry—Messrs. B. C. Cabet, Morton, Owen, A. 
H. Stephens, and Toombs, j 

T. H. Bauly—Messrs. Powell and Wellborn. 

T. C. Hackett—Mr. Holmes. 

J. A. Woodward—Mr. Inge. 

J. H. Thomas—Mr. Bowdon. 

Jacob Thompson—Mr. Orr. 

R. K. Meade—Mr. Wallace. 

W. Booth—Mr. Wilmot. 


No choice. ‘ 


Mr. LEVIN moved that. the House adjourn 
until Monday, at twelve o'clock, m. 5 

Tellers were ordered and appointed—Mesers- 
Jones and HAMPTON. , piy 

The question was then taken and decided-in the 
negative—ayes 101, noes 104. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 


The roll was called the twenty-eighth time, when 
the tellers reported that the whole number of votes 
given in was 224; necessary to a choice 113; of 
which— a 

Mr. Winthrop received. s eeisri saeir 10E 

Mr. Potter......- 16 

Mr. Boydesseseenaesoseessivearereerie 14 

Mr. Wilmot... . cece eee cence cnn cccere 

Mr. Cobb, of Georgia... 

Mr. Gentry. ..eeeeeeeee 

Mr. Richardson... ..esereseeevecerensee 

Mr. Miller..... ce cece e ccc secctetemeere 

Mr. Bayly..esecseseereereees 

Mr. Green..... 

Mr. Brown, of Mississippi...s.ese+ sees 

Mr. Wondward .....ce eee cerenenreeee 

Mr. McClernand....-.ecceceesen vedere 

Mr. Thompson, of Pennsylvania. +...-++: 

Mr. Meade. .....-sevee 

Mr. Booth.....sccrerecevonseseeeneees 
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The following is the vote in detail: 


For Robert. C. Winthrop—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, 
Anderson, Andrews, Asnmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee , 
Bowie, Breck, Brig: Brooks, Burrows, Chester Buter, 
Thomas B. Butler, Joseph P, Catdwell, Calvin, Campbell, 
Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Chmgman, Coie, Conger, Conrad, 
Corwin, Crowell, Deherry, Dickey, Dixon. Duer, Dunean, 
Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Goode- 
naw, Gott, Gould, Grinnell. Balloway, Hampton, Hay, 
Haymond, Bebard, Fenty, Hilliard, Houston, Howe, Hun- 
ter, Jackson, James L. Johnsen, Kerr, Daniel P. King, 
George G. King. James G. King, Jahn A. King. Levin, 
Horace Mann, Marshall. Matteson, McGaughey, MeKis-ock, 
Finis ©. McLean, Meacham, Moore, Morebead, Nelson, 
Nes, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Phenix, Pitman, Putoam, 
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Reed, Reynolds, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, 
Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Shepperd; Silvester, Spaulding, 
Sprague, Stanly, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, John B. 
Thompson, Thurman, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Wat- 
kins, White, Williams, and Wilson. 

For Mr. Pottey-——Messrs.’ Albertson, Ashe, Bay, Bayly, 
Beale, Bingham, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, William 
J. Brown, Buel, Joseph Cable, George A. Caldwell, Cartter, 
Cleveland, Howell, Cobb, Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, . Doty, 
Dunham, Ed:nundson, Ewing, Feich, Fuller, Gerry Gilmore, 
Gorman, Green, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Harlan, Isham 
G: Harris, Thomas L., Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Kaufman, 
Leffler, Littlefield, Job “Mann, Mason, McDonald, McDow- 
ell, McLanahan, Robert M, McLane, McMullen, Mc Willie, 
Millson, Morse, Olds, Parker, Peastee, Peck, Phelps, Rich- 
ardson; Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Fred- 
erick, P. Stanton, Richard. H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, 
Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, 
William Thompson, Walden, Waldo, Wentworth, Whit- 
tlesey, Wildrick, and Wood. A 

For Mr. Boyd—Messrs. Averett, Bocock, Bowdon, Col 
coek. Featherston, Hackett, Harmanson, Holladay, Howard 
MeQueen, Meade, Seddon, Vennble, and Woodward. 

For Mr.. Wilmot—Messrs. Allen, Booth, Durkee, Gid 
dings, Preston King, Root, and Tuck. 

For Mr: Oohh—Messrs, Williamson R. W, Cobb, Haral- 
son, Andrew Johnson, Jones, and Miller. 

For Mr. Gentry—Messrs. E. C. Cabell, Morton, Qwen, 
A. H. Stephens, and Toombs. 

For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Bissell, Robert W. John- 
son, MeClernand, and Young. 


For Mr. Miller—Messrs. S.W, Harris, Hubbard, La Sare. | 


For Mr. Bayly—Messrs. Powell and Wellborn. 
For Mr. Buyt—Mr. Green. 

For Mr. Brown—Mr, Holmes. 

For Mr. Woodward—Mr. Inge. 

For Mr. Mc Clernand—Mr. Morse. 

For Mr. Thompson, of Mississippi—Mr. Orr, 
For Mr. Meade—Mr. Wallace. 

For Mr. Booth—Mr. Wilmot. 


No choice. 

Mr. HOLMES moved that the House adjourn 
until Monday, at twelve o’clock, m. 

Tellers were ordered and apnointed—Messrs. 


Peck of Vermont, and Hampton of Penasyl- | 


vania. 
The question was taken and decided in the 
affirmative—ayes 118, noes not counted. 


So the House adjourned until Monday, at twelve | 


o’clock, m. 


IN SENATE. 
Moypar, December 10, 1849. 


Mr. Berrien, of Georgia; Mr. Doveras, of IH- 
linois; and Mr. Yuuse, of Florida, appeared in 
their seats. : ; 

The Journal having been read— 

Mr. SEWARD asked leave to withdraw from 
the files of the Senate the papers’of Barclay, Liv- 
ingston and others, with a view to their being sub- 
mitted to the House of Representatives; which 
was granted. 

After an interval of some time, and there being 
no bnsiness before the Senate, on motion— 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownnav, December 10, 1849. 
The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 
VOTE FOR SPEAKER. 
. On motion by Mr. WENT WORTH, the House 
again proceeded to vote for Speaker. 

Measrs. Hititarp of Alabama, Strone of Penn- 
sylvania, Duer of New York. and Miurr of Ohio, 
resumed their seats at the Clerk’s table as tellers 
to count the votes. > 

The roll was then called the twenty-ninth time 
when the tellers reported that the whole numbe 
of votes given was 224; necessary to a choice 113 
of which— : 

Mr. Winthrop received......., 

Mr. Potter......... 

Mr. Green..... 

Mr. Wilmot 

Mr. Boyd...... ccc ca eee 

Mr. Cobb, of Georgia. 

Mr. Gentry....... 

Mr. Miller a8 OVER ease 

Mr. Brown, of Indiana.... 

Mr. Richardson. .... ccc cece se cacceeue 

Mr. McWillie.........ececeseee 

Mr. Stanton, of Tennessee... 

Mr. Durkee.......... 

Mr. Bowdon...2...,.2..4. 

Mr. McLane, of Maryland... 

Mr. Harris, of Alabama..... 

Mr. Meade......... 

Mr. Bayly......... 

Mr. Kaufman....... 
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The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Winthrop—Measrs: Alexander, Alston, Anderson, 
Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, 
Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. But- 
ler, J. P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, 
Clarke, Clingman, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, 
Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Alexander Evens, 
Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freediey, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, 
Griunel, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, 
Henry, Hilliard, Houston, Howe, Hunter, Jackson, James 
L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James 
G. King, Jobn A. King, Levin, Horace Mann, Marshall, 
Matteson, McGaughey, McKissoek, Finis B. McLean, 
Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Nelson, Nes, Newell, Ogle, 
Otis, Outlaw, Phenix, Pitman, Patnam, Reed, Reynolds, 
Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Seher- 
methorn, Schootcraft, Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, 


| Spraguc, Stanly, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, John B. Thomp- 
| son, Thurman, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, | 


White, Williams, and Wilson. 
For Emery D. Poiter--Messrs. Albertson, Bay, Bayly, 


Beale, Bingham, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, William | 


J. Brown, Buel, Joseph Cable, George A, Caldwell, Cartter, 


| Cleveland, Howell Cobh, Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, Doty, 


Dunham, Edmundson, Ewing, Fitch, Fuiler, Gerry, Gilmore, 
Gorman, Hail, Hamilton, Hammond, Harlan, I. G. Harris, 
Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, R. W. Johnson, 
Kaufman, Leffler, Lituetield, Job Mann, McClernand, Mc- 


Donald, McDowell, McLanahan, Robert M. McLane, Mc- j 


Mutlen, Millson, 
Phelps, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Saw- 
telle, Frederick P. Stauton, Richard H. Stanton, Stetson, 
Strong. Sweetser, Thomas, Jacoh Thompson, James Thomp- 


son, William Thompson, Walden, Waldo, Wentworth, | 


Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wood, and Young. 


Morris, Oids, Parker, Peastee, Peck, | 


Jumes S. Green--Messrs. Bocock, Burt, Cotcock, Holla- | 


day, McQueen, Meade, Powell, Seddon, Venable, and 
Woodward. 


David Wiliot—Messrs. Allen, Booth, Durkee, Giddings, 
Preston King, and Root. 


Linn Boyd—Messrs. Averett, Bowdon, Featherston, How- 
ard, and Me Willie. 

Meredith P. Gentry—Messrs, B. C, Cabell, Morton, Owen, 
A. H. Stephens, and ‘loombs. 

Howell Cobb—Messrs. W. R. W. Cobb, Haralson, A. 
Johuson, Jones, and Milter. 

John K, Miller—Messrs, Green, S. W. Harris, and La 
Sère, . 

William J. Broum—Messrs. Harmanson and Morse. 

William A. Richardson—Mr. Bissell. 

William McWillie—Mr. Holmes. 

Frederick P. Stanton—My. Hubbard, 

Duvid S. Kaufmon—Mr. Hackett. 

Charles Durkee--Mr. Wilmot. 

Frenklin W. Bowdon—Mr. Inge. 

Robert M. McLane~-Mr. Mason. 

Sampson W. Harris-—Mr. Orr. 

Richard K. Meade—Mr. Wallace. 

Thomas H. Bayly—Mr. Wellborn. 

No choice. ` 

The roil was then called the thirtieth time, 
when the tellers reported that the whole number 
of votes given was 224; necessary to a choice 113; 
of which— 

Mr. Winthrop received... eusus... s... 102 

Mr Potter oi ino eanes srren cou see) 

Mr. Green EE E 12 

Mr. Wilmot.........065 

Mr. Gentry .......0. 

- Mr. Cobb, of Georgia 

Mr. Boydcaiicewisvacvaaeses ss 

Mr. Miller Sra 

Mr. William J. Brown 

Mr. Kaufman ......... 

Mr, Richardson .. 

Mr. McQueen.. 

Mr. Frederick P. 

Mr, Meade..... 

Mr. Bayly oo. ccc ccecceeeenes 

Mr. Durkee ....... ccc eee ee 


Stanton........ 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For Robert C. Winthrop—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, An- 
derson, Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokce. Bowie, 
Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas 
B, Butler, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, 
Chandler, Clarke, Clinginan, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, 
Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Dunean, Alexan- 
der Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Goodenow, 


| Gott, Goutd, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, 


Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, Houston, Howe, Hunter, Jackson, 


; James L, Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, 
| James G. King, John A. King, Levin, Horace Mann, Mar- 
ji shall, Matteson, McGaughey, MeKissock, F. E. McLean, 


Meacham, More, Morehead, Nelson, Nes, Newell, Ogle, 
Otis, Outlaw, Phænix, Pitman, Patnam, Reed Reynolds, 
Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, 
Schermerhorn Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, 
Sprague, Stanly, Thaddens Stevens Taylor, John B. 
Thompson, Thurman, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Wat- 
kins, White, Williams, and Wilson. 

For B. D. Potler--Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Bay, Bayly, 


i Beale, Bingham, Bowlin, Boyd, A. G. Brown, W. J. Brown, 


Buel, J. Cable, G. A. Caldwell, Cartter, Cleveland, Howell 
Cobb, Daniel. Dimmick, Disney, Doty, Dunham, Edmund- 
son, Ewing, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, 
Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Harlan, Isham, G. Harris, 
Thomas. L. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagh o 4, Robert W. Johnson, 
Kaufman. Le flier, Littlefield, Job Maun, Mason, McCler- 
nand, McDonald, McDowell, MeLanahan, R. M. McLane, 


MeMullen, Millson, Morris, Olds, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, 
Phelps, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Saw- 
telle, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Stetson, 
Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, James Thompson. William 
Thompson, Walden, Waldo, Wentworth, Whittlesey, 


_Wildrick, Wood, and Young. 


James S. Green—Messrs. Bocock, Burt, Coleock, Iola- 
day, McQueen, McWillie, Meade, Orr, Powell, Seddon, 
Venable, and Woodward. i 

David Wilmot—Messrs. Allen, Booth, Durkee, Giddings, 
Preston King, and Root. 

Howell Cobb—Messrs. W. R. W. Cobb, A. Johnson, Jones, 
Haralson, and Miller. 

Meredith P. Gentry—Messrs. E. C. Cabell, Morton, Owen, 
A. H. Stephens, and Toombs. 

Linn Boyd—Messrs. Averett, Bowdon, Featherston, and 
Howard. 

John K. Milier—Messrs. 8. W. Harris, Inge, La Sére, and 
Morse 

Wm. J. Brown—Messts. Harmangon and Jacob ‘Fhomp- | 
son. 

William A. Richardson—Mr. Bissell. 

David S. Kaufman—Mr. Hackett. 

John Me Queen—Mr. Holmes. 

Frederick P. Stanton—Mr. Hubbard. 

Richard K. Meade—Mr. Wallace. 


Thomas H. Bayly—Mr. Wellborn, a 
Charles Durkee—Mr. Wilmot. 
No choice. g 


Mr. LEVIN offered the followirg resolution; 
which was read by the Clerk: 

Whereas a precedent has been established, by which all 
the other chairs in this House bave been filled by lottery: 

Resolved, That the Speaker’s chair be disposed of in like 
manner, ard that the Whigs proceed to place the name of 
one member ina box, the Democratie party another, the 
Native American party a third, the Free Soil party a fourth, 
the Taylor Democratic party a fifth, and that the gentieman 
whose name shall be first drawn out by the Clerk, be Speaker 
of the House. 

[The reading of the resolution elicited some mer- 
riment.} 

Mr. McCLERNAND said, that if the gentle- 
man did not withdraw the resolution, he (Mr. 
McC.) should move that it be laid on the table. 

Mr. LEVIN did not withdraw the resolution. 

Mr. McCLERNAND thereupon submitted the 
motion he had indicated. f 

And the question having been taken and decided 
in the afirmative without a division, the resolution 
was laid on the table. 

The roll was then called a thirty-first time, when 
the tellers reported that the whole number of votes 
given was 224; necessary to a choice 113; of 
which— : 

Mr. Winthrop received. ....s.s..00006e]01 

Mer. Batter. occ sive sae eis recuse ccisacaae TO 


Mr: Grecie ta ase ece edo Qe bused iovaree LO 
Me. Wilmot c.ces oheaascaavedecatoece: 6 
Mr. Boyd...... lauena =O) 
Mr. Gentry... cece ee eee eee oak oD 
Mr. Howell Cobb. .....ccccescscsseeee $ 
Mr. Millet. .i-.5ciusce esc ene ovcwecier oD 
Mite Bayly nionean aana ena war 52 
Mr. William J. Brown.......sceeeeeeee 2 
Mr. Horace Mann.....eceeceeeseceeere J 
Mr. Kaufman.....ccececeseescecceseee Í 
Mr. Durkee... naaa Balt jars aue evel ate aL 
Mr. Colcock oc... ccceecececeveveceucee LT 
Mr. Frederick P. Stanton... ..ccueseseee I 
Mr. Sampson W. Harris. sie deagne ee od 
Mr. Meade..........2..cccseeves PPETI h 
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The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr Winthrop—Messts. Alexander, Alston, Ander- 
son, Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, 
Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, C. Butler, Thoyias B. 
Butler, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, 
Clarke, Clingman, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, 
Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Alexander Evans, 
Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freediey, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, 
Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hehard, 
Henry, Hilliard, Houston, Howe, Hunter, Jackson, James 
L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James 
G. King, John A. King, Levin, Horace Mann, Marshall, 
Matteson, McGaughey, McKissock, Finis E. McLean, 
Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Nelson, Nes, Newell, Ogle, 
Otis, Outlaw, Phenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, 
Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Scher- 
merborn, Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, 
Sprague, Stanly, Thaddeus’ Stevens, Taylor, John B. 
Thompson, Thurman, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Wat- 
kins, White, Williaths, and Wilson, 

Fur Mr. Potter—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Bay, Beale, 
Bingham, Bissell, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, William 
J. Brown, Buel, Joseph Cable, George A. Caldwell, Cartter, 
Cleveland, Howell Cobb, Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, Doty, 
Dunham, Edmundson, Ewing, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gil- 
more, Gorman, Green, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Harlan, 
Isham G. Harris, Thomas L, Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, R. 
W. Johnson, Kaufman, Leffler, Littlefield, Job Mann, Ma- 
son, McClernand, McDonald, McDowell, MeLanahan, R, 
M. McLane, McMulten, Millson, Morris, Olds, Parker, 
Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, 
Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Frederick P. Stanton, R. H. Stan- 
ton, Stetson, Strong, Sweeiser, Thomas, Jacob Thomp- 


son, James Thompson, William Thompson, Walden; Waldo, 
Wentworth, Whituesey, Wildrick, Wood, and Young. 

James S. Grecn—Messis. Bocock, Colcock, Hotiaday, 
McQueen, MeWillie,-Orr, Powell, Seddon, Venable, and 
Woodward. : j 

David Wimot--Messrs. Allen, Booth, Giddings, P. King, 
Root, and Durkee. - 

Linn Boyd— Messrs. Averett, Bowdon, Featherston, How- 
ard, and Meade. . 

M. P. Gentry— Messrs. E. C. Cabell, Morton, Owen, A. 
FE, Stephens, and Toombs, 4 

Howell Cobb——Messrs. W.R. W. Cobb; Haralson, A. John- 
son, Jones, and Miller. 

John K. Müler—Messrs, S, W. Harris, La Sère, and 
Morse. 
William J. Brown—Messrs. Bayly and Harmanson. 
Thomas H. Bayly—Messrs. Burt and Wellborn. 
Horace Mann—Mr. Campbell. 
David S. Kaufman—Me. Hackett. 
Charles Durkee—Mr. Wilmot. 
William F, Colcock—Mrt. Holmes. 
Frederick P. Stanton—Mr. Hubbard. 
Sampson W. Harris—Mr. Inge. 
Richard K, Meude—Mr. Wallace, 


No choice. 
Mr. MORSE rose and said that he held in his 


hand a resolution which he offered after consult- | 


ation with a very few friends on his side of the 
House, none of whom, unfortunately, agreed with - 
him in opinion, but which, in his judgment, was 


calculated to terminate what was now beginning to | 


be a ridiculous course of action on the part of this 
House. 


The resolution was then read by the Clerk, as 
follows: 

Whereas, the Ion. Howe. Cons, of Georgia, and Ros- 
ert ©. Winturop, of Massachusetts, have each received 
more than one hundred votes, on a large number of ballots : 

Be it resolved, That the Cierk of the House be required 
to place the names of Howell Cobb and RobertC. Winthrop 
in a box, and the first name drawn out by one of the pages 
shall be Speaker of the ‘Thirty-First Congress. 

The country looked to this House, and expect- 
ed to see it organized. l 
known, a few individuals who had obstinately 
been voting against either of the candidates which 
had been brought forward, and would continue to 
vote against either of the candidates who might be 
brought forward by the two great parties of this 


ization of the House, upon the plan under which 
they were now proceeding. It was due to the 


legislation of this country that one or the other of | 


these two great parties should have the control of 
the organization of this body. Those members 


who differed from the great body of the House, | 
who could not find an acceptable man in either of | 


the great parties, still persisted in preventing the 
organization. 
minated. 


by their respectiv 
a majority of the Mouse. 


was admitted, were as well qualified to discharge 


the functions of Speaker‘as any gentlemen who | 


could be selected from this House. 
If he could see, in the future, any hope of elect- 


ing a Speaker, he would not have offered this | 


proposition to refer the decision of the question to 
chance. But circumstances being as they were, 


he proposed that the names of RoBERT C. Wine : 
rHrop and HoweLL Coss—each of whom had re- | 
ceived more than one hundred votes upon a large | 


number of votings—should be placed in a box, 
and that one of the pages should draw outa name, 
and the gentleman whose name was first drawn 
should be Speaker of the House. He knew that 
there might, and probably would be, objections 
made to this proposition, and that it might seem 
wrong to gentlemen that so important a matter 
should be left to the decision of chance. But 
graver questions than this had been decided in the 
same way. He desired, as far as he could, to clear 
himselfand the House of the ridiculous attitude of 
spending day after day in further voting, without 
the least hope of coming to a successful result. 

Mr, BROWN, of Mississippi, moved to lay the 
resolution on the table. 


The first question being on this motion— 

Mr. ROOT said he regretted that they should 
be in so unfortunate a predicament; that the great 
body of the House should have been struggling so 
Jong to organize, 
efforts by a few o 
about the situation th which they now were, ac- 
cording to the representation of the gentleman 
from Louisiana, (Mr. Morse.] Two hundred and 


There were, it was well || tion nor into a Baltimore Convention; there is no 


and. have been defeated in all their ; 
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it. 


twenty gentlemen, perfectly well disposed to organ- | 
izethe House, and proceed with the business of 
‘the country—constituting the two great parties, 

to one of which, it was claimed, the Speaker cer- 

tainly belonged—had (to use the expression of | 
the gentleman from Louisiana, which he (Mr. R) | 
would not use on his own account) brought 

themselves to a ridiculous situation! Now, if | 
there was one thing in this matter more ridiculous 
than another, it was that this confession should 
have been made by any gentleman representing į 
either of these great parties. That two hundred 


| 


i 
i 


{ 
l 
i 
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He desired to see this contest ter- į 
The House had indicated, by a large i! 
number of votings, that the two gentlemen selected | 
e parties each commanded almost |; 
Both these gentlemen, į 


(without intending any invidious distinction,) it |; 


| assemblage, if they resorted i10 such means to get 
| a Speaker as was proposed by the gentleman from | 


|i long ago—as good a one as you will get after all 
country. This would forever prevent an organ- 1 rou 5 5 ae Sans 


| believed he was about the only one who had heard 


and twenty gentlemen, well-disposed, patriotic, | 
intelligent men, belonging to the two great parties 
—to one of which, it was said, belonged the organ- | 
ization of the House—could not of ihemseives | 
organize, but had to get up a gambling resolution, 
a lottery, [a laugh,] in which there were just as 
many blanks as prizes, [renewed laugnter,] have 
a drawing, and call upon one of their little pages 
(if he understood the resolution correctly) to inter- 
vene.and help these two great parties out of the 
difficulty, [laughter.] 

The gentleman from Louisiana had said they 
were in a ridiculous situation. He (Mr. R.) 
would never have said that. He did not see any- | 
thing ridiculous in the proceedings of this louse, 
or meeting, or whatever they might call their | 
assemblage. They: had been characterized by | 
great order and decorum. But he believed they |; 
would deserve to be characterized as a ridiculous | 


i 
| 
i 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
H 


1 
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Louisiana. Now, he did not feel authorized to 
give advice to either of the two great parties; but | 
as he was willing to take it, he might perhaps 

offer a little—that was, for each to stand up and ! 
die game. Let me tell these two great parties that |; 
they have not got us into a Philadelphia Conven- 


yelling a man down here yet. 
{A voice: Nor into a Buffalo Convention.) 
No, (said’Mr. R.,) nor into a Buffalo Conven- | 
‘tion. If you had, you would have had a Speaker | 


i 
H 
| 
H 
j 
| 
| 
{ 
| 


your labors. 


the Mexican war there were fourteen who were ! 
denounced as “ traitors,” because they did not see | 
fit to vote with the majority of the House. | 

They settled that matter with their constituents; | 
he (Mr. R.) did, and he was here; while some gen- | 
tlemen who had denounced him as a ‘ traitor,” | 
had endeared themselves so much to their constitu- | 
ents that they kept them at home. He concluded by | 
remarking that he hoped they would have action | 
upon this resolution in a direct form, so that the | 
vote might go to the country, and the position of | 
gentlemen, on all sides, be distinctly understood. 
He thanked the Clerk for his attention, saying he 


| 


him, [merriment.] 

Mr. WOODWARD said: The remarks that | 
have just fallen from the gentleman from Louisi- 
ana [Mr. Morse] entitle me, if they do not make 
it my duty, to be heard on the subject he has in- į 
troduced. i 

I belong to no faction on this floor. Iam con- 
nected with no set of men organized to run a pat- 
ticular candidate. I have indicated no man whom 
I insist on having elected, as others have. I have 
voted for several gentlemen, as many Í believe 
from free States as from slave States; and am ready 
to vote for others. -For the nominee of. what is 
called the Democratic caucus, I confess 1 have not 
voted; and if I could with propriety assign my rea- i 


| 
| 


| 
i 
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i 


i them, my purpose has been to do so. 


son for not so voting, it may: be that there: are 
ten men. upon this floor who would not justify.-me, 
But, sir, how ‘shall I defend that vote? Shall T 
makea personal attack on the nominee? ‘That 1. 
could not do without violating all those proprieties: 
which I have been educated to observe, and which 
1 hope Ishall never cease to regard. And I repro: 
bate thé course of the gentleman from North Caro- 
lina, [Mr. Vewasre,] as I do that of the gentle 
from Louisiana, [Mr. Monee Pig naking issues 
against gentlemen, which they. cannot meet, with- 
out going into the discussion of: the political ¢an-. 
ductof candidates, How do you know what just 
ification I might be able to make for not voting for 
the nominee of a majority of what is called. the 
Democratic party? If it were lawful to make such 
a question here, | believe 1 could convince more 
members than have voted for both the party nom- 
inees, that I am justifiable in voting against him. 
I disagree with those gentlemen who would de- 
stroy the individuality of Representatives and con- 
vert them into mere machines, to be moved by 
party caucuses. The candidate of a caucus is al- 
ways a compromise candidate; | cannot compro~ 
mise with such politicians as have been engaged 
in making the nomination in question. me 
The gentleman appears to think that we ought 


dates are such that I can decide the case between 
But as mat- 
ters have stood, my vote for either would have 
been a mere complimentary one, or in subservience 
to the authority of caucus, And I never can give 
a complimentary vote to either nominee, nor shall 
I recognize the authority of caucus to dictate a 
vote, Í could not justify myself in giving. nto 
In alluding to objections against the gentleman 
from Georgia, (Mr. Cosg,] nothing of a personal 
nature is meant, nor anything reflecting on. bis 
character as a man. Me 
Mr. MORSE said, before the vote was. taken, 
he desired to say one single word in reply to the 
remarks of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Roor.} 
That gentleman had the peculiar faculty, whenever 
he rose, of putting the House in a good mood; but 
he (Mr. M.) confessed he thought ridicule and: 
laughter no very valid answer to the arguments in 
favor of the resolution he had. had the honor to in- 
troduce. . : 
One week had elapsed, and they were further 
from an organization than they were the day they 
took their seats. lt was no answer to tell him that 
it wasa “ gambling” transaction. The House had 
the right to elect the manner of selecting their 
Speaker; and when a plan was presented which 
afforded to every gentieman the opportunity, of 
saying whether one of two gentlemen avowedly 
competent to discharge the duties—gentlemen of 
known experience, and who had -commanded 
larger votes than any other two gentlemen.on this 
floor probably could command—should: fill the 
chair, ridicule would not.divert him from. the sup- 
port of what he believed would be a fair, open, 
correct manner of giving to this body an organiza- 
tion, and relieving the two. great. parties of the 
country from the ridieule (he.used the expression) 
which had been brought upon them by a few indi- 
viduals: He did not charge the Whig or the Demo- 
cratic party with being the cause of disorganiza- 
tion. Other persons were responsible. Both these 
parties had-shown themselves to be honest, se- 
rious in their endeavors to give to. this body an 
organization, and proceed with the public business; 
and if. they did not succeed, it would be from no 
failure on their part to present, and, as long as was 
reasonable, to stand by, two. men who were quali- 
fied in every respect to fill the chair. He was not 
invading the right of the geatleman from South 


\ 
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Carolina, who thought he had the right to vote 
upon all*great questions, and that every Represent- 
ative. from every Congressional district had the 
right to be heard. They would be heard if this 
_resolution were adopted. They had the right to 
change the manner of voting, and to arrive at the 
sense of the House in any way which the majority 
saw fit. They might insert the name of a candi- 
date for Speaker in a resolution, as they had before 
done in ‘the case af Mr. French, who was made 
Clerk in that way, and in other cases, and all gen- 
tlemen would have the right to vote upon the ques- 
tien. If the hofiorable gentleman. from South 
Carolina did not like the nominee of the Whig 
party, he could vote against their resolution; and 
if he did not like the nominee of his own party, 
he could also vote against such a resolution. 

It was a question which appealed to the common 
sense of this body. Would they sit here and 
allow a few gentlemen to defeat all their attempts 
at an organization, until the public press should 
cry shame upon the Representatives of the people? 
He trusted not. He trusted that gentlemen would 
be satisfied with the result of this resolution, 
which would be to give them one of two gentle- 
men, either of whom was well qualified to fill the 
chair. Gentlemen had told the House that they 
would sit here and vote for months before they 
would change their position. If there were any 
probability of their changing their votes so as to re- 
sult inan election, he would be in favor of continu- 
ing to vote; but gentlemen knew they could not get 
a Speaker which belonged to one of the two great 
parties. He trusted gentlemen would reflect, and 
80 vote as to extricate the House from the ridicu- 
fous position in which they were now placed. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, hoped that this 
discussion would be brought to an end. The 
House had been entertained with a comedy from 
the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Root,] with some- 
thing like a tragedy from the gentleman from 
South Carolina, [Mr. Woopwarp,] and an after- 

iece from the gentleman from Louisiana, [Mr. 
orse ] He hoped now that the play would be 
brought to aclose. He trusted that the question 
‘would not further be discussed, but that the vote 
wouid now be taken on his motion to lay on the 
tible. 

MreROOT: What will the gentleman from 
Miasiasippi gain by laying the resolution on the 
table? 

Mr. BROWN. We will then have another 
vote. 

Mr. ROOT. We shall gain nothing. If laid 
upon the table, the House can take it up again at 
any time. 

The question was then taken, and decided in the 
affirmative without a division. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 


Mr. SCHENCK rose and moved the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the,House do now proceed tothe election 
ef Speaker; and that the vote be taken by ballot. 

[Cries of assent and dissent on both sides of the 
House} 

Mr. SCHENCK remarked that the resolution, 
if-adopted, would effect a great saving of time, in- 
asmuch as they could vote twenty times a day by 
ballot, while they could hardly vote a quarter as 
many by the slow process of viva voce. He re- 
ferred, also, to the principle involved in the prop- 
osition, and which he thought worth considering 
in-any deliberative body, viz: if practicable, that 
the presiding officer should not know by what 
votes he was placed in the chair—a principle which 
he thought in accordance with the theory of oar 
Government, and which would commend itself to 
‘the favor of every gentleman who rightly consid- 
ered it He had not risen, however, for the pur- 
pose of discussing the reasons for his preference 
for voting by ballot, or of responding to any objec- 
tions which might be made thereto, but simply to 
propose this plan as well worth the trial,in order 
to relieve themselves from the awkward position 
in which they were now placed. 

Mr. VENABLE said he could not consent to 
vote for the proposition of the gentleman from 
Onio, [Mr. Scuzncx.] A vote by ballot for Speaker, 
if italtered the result at-all, must produce that ef- 
fect for one of two reasons: either a disposition of 
the voter to practice a deception as to his vote, ora 
fear.of the responsibility when ke would return 
to his constituente. He did not impute either of 


| question now agitating the North and the South, 


those motives to the mover of this resolution, but 
could conceive of no sound reason for such a 
change in our mode of election.” Hehad voted for 
the gentleman who was the nominee of the Demo- | 
cratic caucus, on at least sixteen ballots. He was 
not a member of that- caucus, but accepted the 
nominee. He had voted after this for several gen- 
tlemen who were believed to be sound on thé great 


who resided in non-slaveholding States. He pre- 
ferred a Speaker from a non-slavehoiding State. 
If this great question ever becomes a geographical 
question, he would not originate the move. In its 
disastrous consequences, “ they could not shake 
their gory locks at him, and say he did it.” No, 
sir; this is a point to which nothing but the acts 
of others could drivehim. The whole country 
must see what it was that now obstructed the or- 
ganization of the House. He was unwilling to 
hurry the issue of this great battle in a skirmish; 
but if it was apparent that the success of the skir- 
mish must determine the fate of the battle, then 
the skirmish must be fought with all the care and 
skill-with which the great struggle is to be con- 
ducted, Afterit was manifestly impossible to elect 
the gentleman he had voted for by the majority of 
the Democratic party, he had voted for such gen- 
tlemen from the non-slaveholding States as were 
not in favor of the Free-Soilers and Abolitionists. 
He had pledged himself to his constituents to vote 
for no Free-Soiler or Abolitionist for Speaker, and 
he meant to adhere to his pledge, whatever might 
be the result. With Free-Soilers and Abolitionists 
he could not unite. It would be unreasonable to 
do so; for such a union presuppos2d a purpose to 
effect by indirection that which could not be open- 
ly attained. The three hundred men of Gideon 
were worth more than all the mixed multitude 
which presented themselves, and he thought that 
it was as well to let the country know what was 
the real question which prevented the organization 
of the House. A vote by ballot may conceal the 
names of the voters—may by possibility elect a 
Speaker; but it will be at the expense of breaking 
down a custom founded in wisdom and productive 
of the best results. A man has aright to vote by 
ballot in a matter in which he alone is concerned, 
for he is responsible to himself. But he conceived 
that he had no such right to cast the vote of his 
constituents, who bad a right to know all that he 
had done in his representative capacity. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said he could 
not regard the resolution of the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr, Scxencx] in any other light than asa 
reflection upon some of the members of the House. 
The presumption, certainly would be, that mem- 
bers, when their votes would not be known, would 
vote differently from what they would if their 
votes were known. Regarding the resolution in| 
this light, and being unwilling to vote upon any 
proposition reflecting upon the motives or integrity 
of members, he moved that the resolution be laid 
on the table. 

Mr. SCHENCK briefly repelled the imputation 
indicated in the remarks of the gentleman from 
Mississippi, [Mr. THompson,] that he (Mr. S.)! 
intended, by the resolution he had offered, to cast 
any reflection upon the course or the motives of 
gentlemen inthis House. He had no such design. | 

In regard to what had been said by the genile- | 
man from North Carolina, [Mr. VenaBte,] in re- 
lation te the position of gentlemen here, and to the 
vote by ballot, he (Mr. S.) had only to say that, 
for himself, he was not pledged to vote for any 
particular man, or for any particular class of 
men. He had not told his constituents, as the 
gentleman from North Carolina had told his, that 
he would not vote for a Free-Soiler, or that he 
would not vote for a slaveholder. He was here to 
vote, as he was determined to do, for a man who, 
he thought, would preside over the deliberations 
of this body with dignity and impartiality, come | 
from what quarter of the Union he might. He 
could pick out a hundred men in this House for 
any one of whom he would cheerfully cast his 
vote, if, by so doing, he could aid in effecting an 
organization of the House. 

Among other considerations which he thought 
should conduce to the adoption of the resolution, 
was this: that a great deal of time would be saved 
in the vote by ballot. Ten votes could be taken 
by this proces, where one would be taken viva 
voce. Inthe next place, the House was now a sort 


of primary ogsembly, acting, as it were,in a pri- 


miry capacity. Ifthey were here forthe purpose 
of electing a President of the United States, there 
might be propriety in insisting on the vote viva 
voce, so that the people mig'tt know how their 
Representatives had voted. But they were here 
for the purpose of electing an officer to preside 
over their own deliberations, and, without arguing 
the matter in exlenso, it would be sufficient for him 
to say that one reason alone covered the whole case 
presented: it was, thatthe mode of election con- 
templated. by his resolution was in accordance 
with the theory of the Constitution—that the man 
who was chosen to fill the chair, should not know 
by whose votes he was placed there. 

Again: The proposition to vote by ballot was 
spoken of as if it were something new—as if it 
involved some attack on the liberties of the peo- 
ple. In answer to this objection he referred to the 
fact that the mode of voting viva vice, which had 
been adopted some ten years ago, was an innova- 
tion upon the old and possibly the more whole- 
some principle of voting by ballot. 

He had offered the resolution without consulta- 
tion with any other gentleman; he had offered it 
without any knowledge of the influence, if any, 
which it might have upon the votes of gentlemen, 
and without any view to change their votes, He 
knew that it would have no influence upon his 
own action; possibly it might have none upon the 
action of any other man. That, however, was a 
matter which he left to each man to settle with 
himself, and his sense of right, and his constitu- 
ents. 

Mr. INGE demanded the yeas and nays on the 
motion to lay on the table; which were ordered, 
and being taken, resulted—yeas 162, nays 62; as 
follow: 

YEAS—Measrs. Albertson, Alexander, Alien, Algton, 
Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Bocock, 
Booth, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, William 
J. Brown, Buel, Burt, E. C. Cahel, Joseph Cable, George 
A. Caldwell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Cartter, 
Clarke, Cleveland, Clingman, Howell Cobb, W. R. W. Cobb, 
C cock, Daniel, Deberry, Dickey, Dimmick, Disney, Dixon, 
Doty, Dunham, Durkee, Edmundson, N. Evans, Ewi: g, 
Featherston, Fitch, Fowler, Fuller, Gerry, Giddings Gil- 
more, Gorman, Green, Hackett, Hall, Halloway, Hamilton, 
Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, Harmanson, Isham G. Harris, 
Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hay, Hibbard, Hit- 
liard, Hoagland, Holladay, Holmes, Howard, Howe, Hub- 
bard, Hunter, Inge, Jackson, Andrew Johnson, J. L, John- 
son, R. W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, George G. King, John 
A. King, Preston King, La Sére, Lether, Littlefield, Job 
Mann, Mason, Matteson, McClernand, McDonald, Me Dow- 
ell, McKissock, MeLanahan, Robert M. McLane, Finis D. 
M:Lean, McMullen, McQueen, MeWillie, Meade, Miller, 
Millson, Morehead, Morris, Morse, Morton, Ogle, Olds, 
Orr, Outiaw, Owen, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Potter, 
Powell, Reynolds, Richardson, Risley, Robbins, Robinson, 
Root, Ross, Sackett, Savage, Sawtelle, Schermerhorn, 
Schoolcraft, Seddon, Shepperd, F. P. Stanton, R- H. Stan- 
ton, Alexander H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, 
Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, William Thompson J. Thomp- 
son, James Thompson, John B. Thompson, Toombs, Ven- 
able, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Watkins, Wellborn, Went- 
worth, White, Whitdesey, Wildrick, Williams, Wilmot, 
Wood, Woodward, and Young—162, = 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Audrews, Ashmun. Baker, 
Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, 
Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, Casey, Chandler, Cole, 
Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Duncan, A. Evans, 
Freediey, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Hampton, Hay- 
mond, Hebard, Henry, Houston, Kerr, Daniel P. King, 
James G. King, Horace Mann, Marshall, McGaughey, 


| Meacham, Moore, Nelson, Nes, Newell, Otis, Phanix, 


Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Rockwell, Rose, Schenck, Silvester, 
Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Thurman, Underhill, Van 


‘Dyke, Vinton, and Wilson—62. 


So the resolution was laid on the table. 


Mr. WENTWORTH now moved that the 
House proceed to. the election of Speaker viva 
voce. z 

Mr. BOWIE sent to the Clerk’s table the fol- 
lowing resolutions, which were read for informa- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the organization of this House cannot 
longer be suspended, without jeoparding the confidence of 
the people in their Representatives, and exciting their just 
apprehensions that the spirit of party has wiumphed over 
the deliberate reason of this assembly. 

Resolved, That each party, and every member of each 
party in this Honse, is under the most solemn obligations to 
cultivate a spirit of conciliation and self-sacrifice, and give 
up to their country their personal and party predilections. 

Resolved, Thata committee of —— be elected, by ballot, 
who shall recommend to this House suitable persons, to fill 
the offices of the Speaker and Clerk of this House, and that 
the committge report by twelve o’clock, to-morrow. 


The resolution having been read— 

Mr. WENTWORTH insisted on his motion, 
and the question thereon having been taken and 
decided in the affirmative— . ; 

The House decided that it would proceed to the 
election of Speaker, viva voce. 
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Mr. POTTER rose, snd .was understood to say 
that he felt highly flattered by the vote which had 
been given to him. Conceiving, however, that the 
majority did not lean in that direction, and not de- 
siring to embarrass the action of the House, he 
hoped his friends would make no further use of 
hig name. : . 
The roll was called. for the thirty-second time, 
when thé tellers reported thatthe whole number of 
votes given in was 224; necessary to a choice 113; 
of which— 
Mr. Winthrop received... .ee%eveese + LOL 
Mr. W. J. Brown... scccccccesseeesenss 53 
Mr. Boydessssssssesssiseessreneseser 15 
Mr. Disney. ....ccscceeeseeersevereeee 13 
Mr. H. Cobb... ccce cece eee eeereeee 10 
Mr, ‘Wilmot... ....eeceecne er eenrecees 
Mr, Gentry..cecsecsscceceeecnerencess 
Mr. Greene. csececvereecseeeesecnenes 
Mr. Strong..ceccecsseeseeeccerereccees 
Mr, Miller., .secceccerececsceeneee 
Me. James Thompson... . 60... eens ewes 
Mr. McClernand......ccceceeceeececes 
Mr. Horace Mann.....-ceesecucsevsees 
Mr. Meade. ...ccccccccesvecstnccvoens 
Mr. F. P. Stanton... .c.sececensscceees 
Mr. A. G. Brown. co ccccecseesaceveeees 
Mr. Potter. .cccceoceescoeree 
Mr. Durkee. ..sccceeeceneeeeveeecceees 


fea tek peek pend pod Frat et ODD OT OTD 


The following is the vote in detail: 

For Robert C. Winthrop—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, An- 
derson, Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, 
Breck, Briges, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas: 
B. Butler, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, 
Clarke, Clingman, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, 
Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Alexander Evans, 
Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, | 
Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, | 
Henry, Hilliard, Houston, Howe, Bunter, J. L. Johnson, 
Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. King, John 
A. King, Levin, Horace Mann, Marshall, Matteson, Mce- 
Gaughey, McKissock, Finis B. McLean, Meacham, Moore, 
‘Morehead, Nelson, Nes, Newell, Ogle, Qis, Outlaw, Phe- 
nix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, 
Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, School- 
eraft, Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, 
Thaddeus Stevens, Tavlor, John B. Thompson, Thurman, 
Underhitl, Van Dyke, Vinton,- Watkins, White, Williams, | 
and Wilson. 

For William J. Brown—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Bayly, 
Bowdon, Albert G. Brown, George A. Caldwell, Daniel, 
Dickey, Dimmick, Disney, Dunham, Fitch, Gerry, Gorman, 
Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Harlan, Harmanson, Sampson 
W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holmes, 
Robert W. Johnson, Kaufman, La Sére Leffler, Littlefield, 
Job Mann, Mason, McDonald, McDowell, McLanahan, R. 
M. McLane, McWitie, Milson, Morse, Parker, Peaslee, 
Phelps, Richardson, Robinson, Rumsey, Savage, Sawtelle, 
Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, William 
Thompson, Venable, Walden, Wellborn, Wentworth, and 
Young. 

Linn Boyd—Messrs. Beale, Bocock, Burt, Howell Cobb, 
Edmu dson, Featherston, Hackett, Holladay, Howard, Rob- 
binis, Ross, Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stan- 
ton, and Meade. 

David T. Disney—Messrs. William J. Brown, Cartter, 
Dory, Fuller, Morris, Olds, Pouer, Stetson, Whittlesey, 
Wildrick, Wood, Strong, and Sweetser. 

Howell’ Cobb—-Messrs, Averett, Bay, Boyd, W. R. W. 
Cobb, Ewing, Haralson, Isham G. Harris, Andrew Johnson, 
Jones, and Miller. 

‘David Wilmot—Messrs. Allen, Booth, Durkee, Giddings, 
. Root, and Preston King. 

John K. Miller--Messrs. Bissell, Green, and MeClernand. 

William Strong—Mesers. Bingham, Peek, and Waldo. 

James Thompson—Messrs. Buel, Joseph Cable, and Git- 
more. 

M. P. Gen'ry—Messrs. B. ©. 
H. Stephens, and Toombs. 

James S. Green—Messts. 
ell. and Woodward. 

John A. MeClernand—Mr. Bowlin. 

Horace Mann—Mr. Campbell. 

R. K. Meade—Mr. Wallace. 

F. P. Stanton—Mr. Hubbard. 

A. G. Brown—Mr. Inge. 

Emery D. Potter—Mr. McMullen. 

Charles Durkee—Mr. Wilmot. 


No choice. 

Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, moved that 
the House adjourn. 

Mr. HALL, of Missouri, 
nays; which were refused. , 

Tellers were asked and appointed, (Messrs. 
Capett of Florida, and Bow.iy.) 

The question was then taken, an 
negative—ayes 92, noes 100. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. SWEETSER rose and offered the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Whereas this House has balloted- seven days for Speaker 


Cabell, Morton, Owen, A. | 


Colteock, MeQueen, Orr, Pow- 


asked the yeas and 


d decided in the 


withoni au election, Ìt is manifest that, from present indica- 
tions, no organizatian can now be hoped for: therefore, 
Resolved, That, the Senate concurring, this House stand 


spe until the ist day of January, 1850, at iwelre 
“Phe resolution having been read— 

Mr. SWEETSER said, he rose to present a 
resolution to the House for an adjournment antil 
the Ist day of January, 1850, (the Senate consent- 
ing,) because, from present indications, no organi- 
zation could be hoped for. : : 

The Democratic party, to which he belonged, 
had, on the day the House convened, presented, 
as their candidate for Speaker, the Hon. Howeri 
Coss, of Georgia, nominated in conformity. with 
the usages of the Democratic party. The Whig 
party presented, as their caucus candidate, the 
Hon. Rosert C. Winturop, of Massachusetts. 
The House balloted for three days, during 
which time Mr. Coss received one hundred: and 
three votes, which were freely concentrated upon 
him. At this time a number of his friends, 
among whom was Mr. S., became convinced 
that, although Mr. Coss had a plurality of all 
the votes cast, he could not be elected Speaker, 
and inasmuch as the Democratic party had a clear 
plurality, the responsibility devolved upon them to 
offer some other candidate upon whom the House 
could unite, and effect an organization, and_pro- 
ceed to the business of their constituents. They 
made a diversion which resulted in a favorable de- 
monstration, upon the Hon. Emery D. Porter, 
of Ohio. They have balloted now seven days 
without an election, and without any evidence 
that they could succeed in effecting an organization. 

The Democratic party had evidenced to the 

country their patriotic desire and effort to effect an 
organization. On the fourth day, an honorable gen- 
tleman from New York had said to the Democratic 
members of the House, that they were broken in 
fragments, and factious in their action, whilst they, 
the Whigs, stood firm to their candidate. An 
honorable gentleman from Massachusetts had sub- 
mitted on the fourth day, a proposition to abrogate 
the rule of voting viva voce, and vote by ballot, 
which proposition received no favor from the 
Democratic side of the House. And to-day his 
colleague [Mr. Scuencr] had submitted again the 
same proposition, which was again voted down by 
the Democrats. The object of this movement had 
been so manifest that it had excited indignant feel- 
ings, when his colleague explained that he did not 
intend to impugn the integrity of any member of 
the House; and he (Mr. S.) would take his col- 
league at his word. 

e desired the country should understand the 
true position of parties in this House;.and he did 
not intend to brook the charge that the Democratic 
party, in their honest and faithful efforts to organ- 
ize the House, had exhibited afactious spirit. Fhe 
Whigs had been able to give Mr. Winturop 102 
votes on the fourth and fifth days, and had voted 
„since that time as firm as the hills in the native 
State of their candidate, without making any di- 
version or effort to present to the country a candi- 
date upon whom they could unite their strength, 
and without any reasonable hope of electing him 
by a fair viva voce vote of the House. 

It is for the country to judge upon whom rests 
the responsibility. The Democrats have shown 
that they are willing to meet their brethren from 
the North and the South, and waive ail minor 
questions, and join in the organization of the 
House. This sacrifice (if it be a sacrifice) is de- 
manded by a common constituency; and the whole 
country, North and South, East an 
speaking in 
‘to their Representatives in this House, DEMAND- 
ING its organization. The Democracy have done 
their duty. He (Mr. S.) was unwilling to remain 
here longer in a fruitless effort at organization, and 
desired to return home to his constituents and bis 
afflicted family, and not.remain here at the ex- 
pense of the nation, untila reasonable time had 
elapsed, in order to effect a compromise that might 
promise an organization. 
fered the resolution sent to the Chair. 

Mr. HOLMES said he hoped the House would 
take a vote on the resolution. He intended to vote 


aye. 

Yr. WENTWORTH said, that as this resolu- 
tion was not presented as a joint resolution, and 
taking it for granted, therefore, that the Clerk 
would decide it out of order, inasmuch as the con- 
current action of the Senate would be requisite to 


give it force, he would move that the Hause pro- 
céed’to vote for Speaker viva véce. ; : ; 


‘He had, therefore, of- 


Mr. VINTON moved that th: 
until to-morrow, at twelve oclo 
-Mr. WENTWORTH asked t 
which were refused. mete? 
Tellers were ordered—(Messrs. VENABLE and 
Cassii of Florida.) eeu HPP a 
And the question’ Having been taken: on the 
affirmative side— = °° i E wet 
The Ciekx stated thata majority of 
number of members having 
motion, it was agreed to. i PETS 
So the House adjourned ‘until to-morrow, at 
twelve o’clock. ; ee 


Hoan tiers: 


he yeas and pa 


‘the whole - 
voted in favor of the 


IN SENATE. 
Tuesday, December 11, 1849. 

Mr. Brien, of Indiana, appeared in his seat. 

Mr. HUNTER asked leave to withdraw from 
the files of the Senate the petition and papers of 
John Mason, which he said had been presented 
and referred at the last session, but. bad ‘not been 
reported upon. 

The leave was granted. 

Mr. SEWARD asked and obtained ‘leave..to 
withdraw from the files of the Senate the papers 
of Skelton Felton. bi i Daia 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Daring the last session 
of Congress there were a good many bills reported 
by committees which were ‘not acted upos bythe 
Senate. One of those bills which were thus re- 
ported:-without being further acted upon I desire to 
get before the Senate at an.early day.’ J rise now, 
therefore, for the purpose of giving notice:that I 
will to-morrow, or on some other convenient day, 
introduce a bill to provide for the unpaid claims of 
the officers and soldiers of the Virginia State and 
Continental lines. 


d West, are || 
language that cannot be misunderstood, į 


| 


Mr. FOOTE. I hope the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky is right in supposing it to bein order to 


| give notice of his intention to introduce a bill. 1 


was under the impression that it was not entirely 
proper to give such notice until the organization of 


| the two Houses of Congress should be completed. 


If, however, the gentleman is right, I wish to have 
the like privilege extended to me. ve 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. Jam notvery well verse d 
sir, in strict parliamentary usage, but 1 supposed 
| that such a notice as l have given would bein order. 
We are sufficiently organized, | apprehend, for 
| purposes of this sort, although we have no com- 
| mittees as yet. The notice isa mere warning to 
i the Senate of what a member designs to bring for- 
| ward at a future day. Í am not.aware of any ires 
striction upon the giving of such. warning.: It 
seems to me to be fully time, at all events, to make 
some movement in the business of the session. 
The VICE PRESIDENT.. Does ‘the Sen: 
desire the opinion of the Chair-upon the: question. 
as to whether it is in order to give the notice at 
this ume ? f 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. I should certainly be 
| glad to have the point determined. . 
Mr. FOOTE. | wish it to be understood that E 
am not raising any objection to the giving of. the 
notice. 1 hope it may be decided that the Senator 
is in order. { merely wish to be satisfied of the 
fact whether it is in order to give the notice or not, 
because I wish to give notice of my intention to 


introduce a bill which I have been preparing for 
some time past. I will ask the Chair to decide 
the point. 

| The VICE PRESIDENT. The impression of 


the Chair is, that no proceeding conneeted with 
legislative business can be had until both Houses 
are organized. As notice of the introduction ofa 
bill is a necessary antecedent step to the introdac- 
tion of a bill, and one which relates to the busis 
| ness of legislation, in the opinión of the ‘Chair it 
! is not now in order to give such notice. _ ` 

After an interval of some time, there, being no 
business before the Senate— ; 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, Decémber 11, 1849. 
‘The Journal ofyesterday was read and approved. 
, VOTE FOR SPEAKER. f 
On motion by Mr. WENTWORTH, the House 
roceeded'to-vole for Speaker, viva voce: 
(Messrs. Hititarp of ‘Alabama, Srroxe of Penn- 
sylvania, Duer of New York, and MiLLeR of 


Ohio; resumed their seats.-at the Clerk’s ‘table. as 
telers to count the vote. ; 
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The roll was called the thirty-third time, when 
the tellers-reported that the whole number of votes |} 
given in was 224; necessary to a choice 113; of | 
which— .- 

Mr; Winthrop received.........0-+6++ 101 

Mr. William J. Brown... ....eeeeee eres 80 

Mr. Boyd essssesesereseseeseeneeesee 15 

Mr. Disney... cc. cer ccce esos een ceeenee B 

2 Wiim0t.. cece cece eee seca c ee ceaes: 
. GENY occ ccc en ence e cease eseenes 
. Howell Cobbicecsccccscecccvceves 
. Horacé Mannivecc cee re eee ee es 


5 Baylysssereseresereneseseros 
. Meade.. 
. Durkee...... 


fast beet ed el be TT 


The following is the vote in detail: | 
` For Robert C. Winthrop--Messrs. Alexander, Alston, 
Anderson, Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, 
Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, 
Thomas B. Butler, Joseph P. Catdwell, Calvin, Casey, 
Chaadier, Clarke, Clingman, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, | 
Crowell, Deberry, Dick«y, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Alexander | 
Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Preedley, Goodenow, Gott, | 
Geuld, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, || 
Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, Houston, Howe, Hunter, Jackson, i 
James L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniet P. King, George G. King, | 
James G. King, John A. King, Levin, Horace Mann, Mar- |i 
shall, Matteson, MeGaughey, McKissock, Finis &. McLean, ij 
Meacham, Moore, Morchead, Nelson, Nes, Newell, Ogle, ji 

tis, Outlaw, Phoenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, | 

sley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, i 
Schermerhorn, Schooleratt, Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, | 
Spragne, Stanly, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, Jobn B. i| 
Thompson, Tuurman, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Wat- | 
kins, White, Williams, and Wilson. | 

Por William J. Brown—Meassrs.fAlbertson, Ashe, Averett, | 
Bay, Bayly, Beate, Bingham, Bissell, Booth, Bowdon, Bow- # 
lin, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Buel, George A. Caldwell, 
Cleveland, Howell Cobb, Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, Dun- į 
‘ham, Bdmundson, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, | 
Green, Hackett, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, Har- | 
hun, Harmanson, Sampson W. Harris, ‘Thomas L. Harris, +! 
Hibbard, Hoagland, Howard, Inge, Robert W. Johnson, | 
Kaufman, La Sére, Leffler, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, 
McCleruand, McDonald, McDowell, McLanahan, Robert 
M. McLane, McWillie, Millson, Morse, Parker, Peastee, | 
Peck, Phelps, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Savage, Saw- 
telle, Richard H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Thoomas, Jacob 


| 
} 
i 


For William J. Brown—Messrs: Albertson, Ashe, Averett, 
Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Bocock, Booth, Bow- 
don, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Buel, G. A. Caidwell, 
Cleveland, H. Cobb, Daniel, Dinimick, Disney, Dunham, 
Edmundson, Fiteh, Faller, Gerry. Gilmore, Gorman, Green, 
Hackett, Halt, Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, Har- 
manson; S. W. Harris, T. L, Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, 
Howard, Inge, R. W. Johnson, Kautinan, La Sére, Lefiivr, 
Litilefiel¢, Job Maun, Mason, McClernand, McDonald, Me- 
Dowell, MeLanahan, R. M. MeLane, MeWillie, Meade, 
Millson, Morse, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Potter, Rich- 
ardson, Robbins, Robinson, Savage, Sawtelle, £. PB. Staiiton, 
R. H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, 
James Thompson, William Thompson, Veoatie, Walden, 
Waldo, Weliborn, Wentworth, Whittlesey, Wildrick, and 
Young. z 

For Linn Boyd—Messrs. Burt, Coleock, Featherston, I. G. 
Harris, Holladay, Hotmes, McQueen, Orr, Ross, Seddon, 
Wallace, and Woodward. 

For David T Disney—Messts. Joseph Cable,Cartter, Doty, 
Morris, Olds, Sweetser, and Wood. 

` For Meredith P. Gentry—Messrs. E. C. Cabell, Morton, 
Owen, A. H. Stephens, and Toombs. 

For Darit Witmot—Messrs. Ailen, Durkee, Giddings, P. 
King, and Root, : 

For Hywell Colb—Messrs. W. R. W. Cobb, Ewing, An- 
drew Johnson, Jones, and Miller. 

For Horuce Munn—Mr. Campbell, 

For Freterick P. Stanton—Mr. Hubbard. 

For Thomas H. Buyly—Mr. MeMulien. 

For Richard K. Meade—Mr. Powell. 

‘ur Churles Durkee—Mr. Wilmot 


No choice. 


The roll was then ‘called the thirty-fifth time, 
when the tellers reported that the whole number of 
votes given was 224; necessary to a choice 113; of 
which— 

Mr. Winthrop received .....0.--e002-- LOL 

Mr. Wiiliam J. Brown .......-. ee eee ee 

Mr. Boyd...-. AETS PEE 

Mr. Wilmot. .ccccsscsccccsccccccecse 5 

Mr. Morehead.......ceeseceesseeeseee 5 

Mr. Howell Cobb. ..essossrsssonoescer 5 

Mr. Disney. e.essosroccoceoeesoessese 4 

Mr. Horace Mann.....ecsccceecceee l 

Mr. Frederick P. Stanton.........20006 l 

Mr. Meade. .essosoossecooceesesesesee l 

Mr. Durkee.. .ssoessessosoecosseoosose F 


The following is the vote in detail: 


Thompson, James Thompson, Wiliam Thompson, Vena- 
ble, Walden, Waldo, Wellborn, Wentworth, Whittlesey, 
Wildrick, and Young. 

For Linn Boyd—Messrs. Bocack, Burt, Coleock, Feather- 
ston,. Isham &. Harris, Holladay, Holmes, McQueen, 
Meade, Orr, Ross, Seddon, F, P. Stanton, Wallace, and 
Wondward. : 

For David T. Disney—Messrs. Joseph Cable, Cartter, 
Doty, Morris, Olds, Potter, Sweetser, and Wood. 

For Meredith P. Gentry—Mesers. E. C. Cabell, Morton, | 
Owen, A. 1. Stephens, and Toombs, l Í 

For Duvid Witmot—Messrs. Alien, Durkee, Giddings, P. | 
King, and Root. | 

For Howell Oobh—Messrs. Ewing, A. Johnson, Jones, W. | 
R. W. Cobb, and Miller, H 

For Horace Menn—Mr. Campbell. i 

For Merderick F. Slanton—Mr. Hubbard. ; 

For Thomas H. Bayly—Mr. McMullen, 

For Richard K, Meade—Mr. Powell. 

Fyr Charles Durkee—Mr, Wilmot. 

No choice. ; 

The roll was then called a thirty-fourth time, || 
when the tellers reported that the whole number j| 


of votes given was 224; necessary to a choice 113; |! 


j 
d 


1 
| 
| 
t 
i 


of which— H 
Mr. Winthrop received....seeeeeeeeeeelOl | 
Mr, Brown, of Indiana........eeeeeeee BA 
Mi, Boyd. .ectececesenereeesecevesees 12 


Mr. Disney...scceeeceeceeeenecerceene T | 
Mr, Wilmot.....e-eee ae 5 O) 
Mr, Gentry....ceecceeeeeeeereercnvers, 5 | 
Mr. Cobb, of Georgia....esecceeeeereee 5 |i 
Mr. Mann, of Massachusetts... 1 i 
Mr. Stanton, of Tennessee........ 1 
Mr. Bayiy....-.- eee ee eee ee eee 1 | 
Mr. Meade..ccsscccecsescceeceeteeees L 
Mr. Durkee....csceeeeccceeecereeseeee | ii 
Q24 | 


The following is the vote in detail: | 
Eor R. C. Winthrop—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Ander- f 
gon, Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, i! 
< Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, C. Butler, Thomas B. But- | 
ler, J, P. Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Cling- | 
man, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, | 
Dickey, Dixon, Duer. Duncan, Alexander Evans, Nathan | 
Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, | 

Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond,, Hebard, Henry, Hit- 
liard, Houston, Howe, Hunter, James L. Johnson, Kerr, | 
Daniel P. King, George G., King, J. G. King, John A. King, | 
t 


Levin, Horace Mann, Marshall, Matteson, McGaughey, 
McKissock, Finis E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, More- į 
head, Neleon, Nes, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Phoenix, | 
Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, | 
Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, i 
Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Sianly, Thaddeus H 
Stevens, Taylor, John B. Thompson, Thurman, Underhill, | 
Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, Williams, and Wilson. | 


Ht 
$ 


For Robert O. Winthrop- Messrs. Alexander, Alston, An- 
derson, Andrews, Ashinun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, 
Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas 
B. Buuer, Juseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, 
Clarke, Clingman, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, 
Deberrry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Alexander Evans, 
Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freediey, Goodenow, Goit, Gould, 
Grinnett, Halloway, Hampton, May, ftlaymond, Hebard, 
Henry, Hilliard, Houston, Howe, Hunter, Jackson, James 
L. Jounson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James 
G. King, Jonn A. King, Levin, Horace Mann, Marshall, 
Matteson, MeGaughey, McKissock, Finis E. McLean, 
Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Nelson, Nes, Neweil, Ogle, 
Oiis, Outlaw, Phamix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, 
Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Scher- 
merhorn, Schooleraft, Shepperd, Silvester, Spauiding, 
Sprague, Stanly, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, Jolin B. 


i Thompson, Thurinan, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Wat- 


kans, White, Williatns, and Wilson. 
For William J. Brown—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Aver- 


| ett, Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Bocock, Booth, 


Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Brel, Joseph 
Cable, George A. Caldwell, Cartter, Cleveland, Howell 
Cobb, Daniel, Dinumick, Disney, Dunham, Edmundson, 


: Fitch Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gurman, Green, Rackett, 


Hali, Hamitton, Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, Harmanson, 
Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, 


|| Howard, Inge, Robert W. Jobnson, Kaufinan, La Sère, 


Leier, Litdefield, Joh Mann, Mason, McClernand, Me- 
Donald, McDowell, MeLanahan, Robert M. McLane, Me- 
Mullen, McWilile, Meade, Miilson, Morris, Morse, Peasiee, 
Peck, Phelps, Potter, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, 
Savage, Sawtelle, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanion, 
Stetson, Strong, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Thomp- 
sou, Wiliam ‘thompson, Venable, Walden, Waldo, Well- 
born, Wentworth, Whittlesey, Wildrick, and Young. 

For Liun Boyd—Messrs. Burt, Colvock, Featherston, 
Isham G. Harris, Holladay, Holmes, McQueen, Orr, Ross, 
Seddon, Wallace, and Woodward. : 

For Churles S. Morehead—Muessrs. F. C. Cabell, Morton, 
Owen, A. H. Stephens, and ‘Toombs. 

For David Wilmot—Messrs. Alien, Durkee, Giddings, 
Preston King, and Root. 

For David T. Disney—Messrs. Ewing, Andrew Johnson, 
Jones, W. R. W. Cobb, and Miller. 

For Frederick P. Stanton—Mr. Hubbard. 

For Horace Munn—Mr. Campbell 

For Richard K. Meade—Mr. Powell. 

For Charles Durkee—Mr. Wilmot. 


No choice. 
The roll was called for the thirty-sixth time, 


| when the tellers reported that the whole number 


of votes given ih was 224; necessary to a choice 
113; of which— 


Mr. Winthrop received.........0-eeee10l . 
Mr. Brown, of Indiana........ 0. eee ee 97 


wheres ace | 


Mr. Morehead...... 
Mr. Wilmot. ........eeeee 


oseese O 


l| nix, Pitinan, Putnum, 


Mr. Cobb, of Georgia... ..assaseessses. 4 
Mr. Durkets scissors sses occo asi ni d 
Mr. McDowell. eseon ersasssosresees L 
Mr: Meade....ccccscccescccccescccose L 
Mr. Mann, of Massachusetts........... L> 
Mr. Stanton, of Tennessee....-.....6-5 1 
224 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For Robert O. Winthrop—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, An- 
derson, Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, 
Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas 
B. Butler, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, 
Clarke, Clingman, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, 
Deberry; Dickey, Dixon; Duer, Duncan, Alexander Evans, 
Nathan Ewans, Fowler, Freedley, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, 
Grinnell, Hailoway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, 
Henry, Hilliard, Houston, Howe, Hunter, J. L. Johnson, 
Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. King, Join 
A. King, Levin, Horace Mann, Marshall, Matteson, Me- 
Gaughey, McKissock, Finis B. McLean, Meachain, Moore, 
Morehead, Nelson, Nes, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Phæ- 
nix, Piunan, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, 
Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, School- 
craft, Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanty, 
Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, John B. Thompson, Thurman, 
Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, Williams, 
and Wilson. 

For William J. Broun—-Messrs, Albertson, Ashe, Averett, 
Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Bocock, Boota, Bow- 
don, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Buel, Burt, Joseph 
Cable, Gorge A. Caldwell, Cartter, Cleveland, Howell Cobb, 
Daniel, Diminick, Disney, Doty, Dunham, Edmundson, 
Featherston, Fiteh, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, 
Hackett, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, 
Harmanson, Sampson W., Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hib- 
bard, Hoagland, Howard, Inge, Robert W. Johnson, Kaul 
man, La Sére, Leiiler, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, Mce- 
Clernand, MeDonald, McDowell, McLanahan, Robert M. 
McLane, MeMullen, MeWiilie, Meade, Milson, Morris, 
Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Potter, 
Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, 
Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, 
Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, 
William Thompson, Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wellborn, 
W entwortis Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wood, Woodward, and 

oung. 

For Linn Boyd—Messrs. Coleock, Isham G. Harris, Hol- 
laday, Holmes, McQueen, Seddon, and Wallace. 

For Charles S. Morekead—Messrs. B. C. Cabell, Morton, 
Owen, A. H. Stephens, and Toombs. 

For David Wilmot—Messrs. Allen, Durkee, Giddings, 
Preston King, and Root. 

For Howell Cobb—Messrs. Ewing, Jones, Andrew John- 
son, and Miller. : 

For James McDowell—Mr. Williamson R. W. Cobb.. 

For Frederick P. Stanton——Mr. Hubbard. 

For Richard K. Meade—Mr. Powell. 

For Charles Durkee—Mr. Wilmot. 

For Horuce Mann— Mr, Campbell. 


No choice. 


The roll was then called the thirty-seventh time, 
when the tellers reported that the whole number 
of votes given was 224; necessary to a choice 
113; of which— 

Mr. W. J. Brown received......se.606+ 6107 

Mr. Winthrop... cceccccesseeecceeee eel Ol 

Mr. Wilmot..... ee 6 


Mr. Horace Mann... ...cccescscrencnnes 
Mr. Boyd.ccccccscccccccccnenseseseve 
Mr. F. P. Stanton..... Pres 

Mr. Durkee......... 
Mr. McDowell........cscseeevceneeees 


224 


Ft tt bed pt i Ce 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For William J. Brown—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, 
Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bingham, Bisseli, Bocock, Booth, Bow- 
don, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Buel, Burt, Joseph 
Cabie, George A. Caldwell, Cartter, Cleveland, Howell 
Cobb, Coleock, Daniel, Diminick, Disney, Doty, Danham, 
Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, 
Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hackett, Hali, Hamilton, Ham- 
mond, Haralson, Harlan, Harmanson, Isham G., Harris, 
Sampson W. ilarris, Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, 
Holladay, Howard, Inge, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kaut- 
man, La Sére, Leffler, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, Me- 
Clernand, McDonald, MeDowell, MeLanahan, Robert M. 
McLane, McMullen, McQueen, Mc Willie, Meade, Miller, 
Milson, Morris, Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, Pease, Peck, 
Phe Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, 
Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton, R. 
H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob 
Thompson, James Thompson, William Thompson, Venable, 
Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Wellborn, Wentworth, Whit- 
uesey, Wildrick, Wood, Woodward, and Young. 

For Robert C. Winthrop—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, An- 
derson, Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bckee, Bowie, 
Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. 
Butler, J. P. Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, 
Clingman, Cole, Conger, Conrad,Corwin, Crowell, D--berry, 
Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Alexander Evans, Nathan 
Evans, Fowler, Freediey, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, 
Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hil- 
liard, Houston, Howe, Hunter, Jackson, James L. Jobnson, 
Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G, King, James G. King, John 
A. King, Levin, Horace Mann, Marshall, Matteson, Me- 
Gaughey, MeKissock, Finis E. MeLegn, Meacham, Moore, 
Morehead, Nelson, Nes, Newell, Oglé, Otis, Outlaw, Phe- 

heed, Reynolds, Risley, Kockweil, 


TON, BY JOHN C.,RIVES.—TERMS 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15, 1849. 


31st Coxaress, Ist Session. 


t è School- 
_ craft, Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, 


Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, | 
Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, John B: Thompson, Thurman, | 
l 


| The following is the vote in detail: 
| For William J. Brown—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett: 
Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, Williams l 
and Wiikon. ai ; ze EON i 
For David Wilmot—Messrs. Allen, Durkee, Giddings, |; 
Howe, Preston King, and Koot . 
For Charles S. Morehead —Messrs. E., C. Cabell, Morton, 
Owen, A. H. --tepiiens, and Toombs. 
For Horice Mann —*fr. -‘ampbell. 
For Linn Bowl-—“Mr. Holmes. 
For Frederick P. Stanton—Wr. Uaboard. 
For Char'es Durkee —“tr. Wilmot. 
For Juanes M-Doweil —Mr, Williamson R. W. Cobb. 
No choice. 


The roll was called for the thirty-eighth time, | 


H í 1, Hat 
carted et Fig ic aula Paart 3 A ampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Benry Rihard, 
when the tellers reported that the whole number i! son, Roar. Savage. Basile, Siron tour E ranton, Tome Honeor Bowe: Deer Jaekeot e IO. 
of votes given in was 225; necessary to a choice || icob Thor tanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, |) oon Kerr. Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. Kong 
113; of ; > li Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, Willi:m Thompson, j| Lee LT ad E A SE OOo ee I Eni a Avengers, 
s of which— ‘| Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Wellborn, Wentworth John A. King, Levin, Horace Mann, Marshall, Bateson, 
i i i sttlecow, Wildel pei a iy. +t] MeGaughey, McKissock, Finis E. MeLean, Meacham 
Mr. Brown, of Indiana, received. ....+- 109 Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wood, Woodward, and Young. augneys pete ie 7 ? 
i Wi ji t 6 M asra, Alexa P Moore. Morehead, Morton, Nelson, Nes, Newell, Oate, 
Mr. Winthrop. ...ccces ee craceee || Por Robert C. Winthrop—Messis. Alexander, Alston, k 7 MOTION: NETON E 
: y AET | 2 Á 1 i ai Otis, Ontlaw, Owen, Penix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Hey- 
Mr Wilmot | Anderson, Andrews, Ashman, Baker. Bonnett, Bokee, ea. > ce, Rumsey, Sackett. Schenck 
PEETRE I| Bowie, Breck, Briges, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler naids, Ristey, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, 
> , > > , , 8 
Mr. Morehead. seese cece cc eer aeerces | Thomas B. Buter, Jozeph. P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell || Schermerhorn, Schooleraft, Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, 
Mr. Mann, of Massachusetts : È a Co 4 ll, |! Sprague, Stanly, Alexander Hv Stephens, Thaddeus Ste- 
M . B , ‘Mass Sell wee eee vens, Taylor, John B. ‘Thompson, ‘Thurman, ,Toombe, 
Mc. Boyd. esoeoreveosresasneeesee Tuck, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, Wil- ~ 
Mr. UFKEE. e. 
Mr Vinton.... 
Mr. McDowell......+: 


Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Bocock, Booth, Bow 


Coleock, Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, Doty, Danham, Ed- 
mundson, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Faller, Gerry, Gil- 
| more, Gorman, Green, Hackett, Ball, Hamilton, Hammond, 
| Haralson, Barlan, Harmanson, Isham G. Harris, Sampson |) 
| W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holladay, | 
Howard, Hubbard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Jobn- i 
| son, Jones, Kaufman, La tre, Leffler, Littlefield, Job Mann, | 
i Mason. Me‘lersand, McDonald, McDowell, MeLauahan, 

| Robt. M. McLane, MeMalien, McQueen, McWitlie, Meade, 

i Miller, Millson, Morris, Morse, Oids, Orr, Parker, Peasiee, i 
Peck, Phelps, Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robin- | 


i 
i 
|! 
i 

don, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Buel, Burt, Joseph i 

Cable, George A-Caldwell, Carter, Cleveland, Howell Cobb, l 
l 
i! 


YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Andrews, 
Ashman, Baker, Bennett, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, 
Burrows, ©. Buter, T. B.Butier, R. ©. Cabot), J.P. Caldweth, 
Caivin, Campell Casey, Chandler, Clar ingman, Coley 
Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Deberny, Diekey, Dixon, 
Duer, Dunean, Alexander, Evans, Nathan Eva 
Freediev, GUmore, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Gri 
Jaway, 


6 

5 

1 | Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Clineman, Cole, Conger, Conrad, 
ae i | Corwin, Crowell, Deherry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, 

1 

1 

1 


| Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Gonde- 
l| now, Gott, Gould. Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Hay- 
mond, Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, Houston, Hanter, Jacksau, 
James L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. Kinz, George G. King, 
James G. King. John A. King, Levin, Horace Mann, Mar- 
shall, Matteson, McGaughey, Me Kissock, Finis EB. McLvan, 
Meacham, Moore, Morehead. on, Nes, Newell, Ogle, 
Oue Oam en Pitman, Einam, Rera,, Ronos; ' Featherston. Fiteh, Fuller, Gerry, Green, Hia kett. Hall, 
sekwell, Rose, Rumsey, © PL, SCHENCK, SC MET- yee 4 arals y ary Je . Harris: 
BaS Sota. Shepper. Sivan Spang. Sprague, FANON fre sampang W. tais, Hany Han 
G. A. Caldwell, Cartter, Cleveland, Howell Cohb. Colcock, i} Stanly, Thaddeus ERNS aporna Thompann, i Hotiaday, Howa d. Hubbard, Tuge, Andrew Johnson, Robert 
Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, Doty, Dunham, Edmundson, |i Thurman, ' nderin, an Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, |; W., Jonpeon, Jones, Koufman, Preston King, La Sere, 
Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, || Williams, and Wilson. 
i 


liams, Wilson, and Winthrop—I10. ; a i 
NAVS—Messrs. Alberton, Allen, Ashe, Averett, Bay; 
Bayly, Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Bocock; ‘Bukee, Booth, 
| Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Wiliam J. 
Brown, Burt. Joseph Cable. George A. Caldwell, Cartter, 
Cleveland, Hawell Cobb, W, R. W. Cobh, Coleock, Daniel, 
A Dinmick, Disney, Doty, Dunham, Edmundson, Ewing, 


The following is the vote in detail: 
For Wiliam J. Brown—Mesars. Albertson. Ashe, Averett, | 
Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Bocock, Booth, Bow- | 
don, Bowlin, Boyd, A. G. Brown, Buel, Burt, Joseph Cable, | 


A i7, aoe T sadi “effler, Lini field, Joh Mann, Mason, MeClernand, Me- 

Green, Hackett, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, Har- |) For David Wilmot Mecsas. Auen Durkee, Giddings, |; Donald, McDowell, McLanahan. Rover M. MeLane, 
lan, Harmanson, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, T. |! Howe, Preston Kinn Roon Ai sar E C. Cabell, Morton, | MeMatien, M-Queen, MeWihie, Meade, Miller, Militon, 
L hamis Hibbard, Hoagland, Holladay, Howard, Hubbard, || For Charles S Morehead Mosas E . Cabell, Morton, |! Yinrris, Worse. Olde, Orr, Parker, Peaster, Peck, Phetpe, 
Inge, Andrew Johnson, R. W, Johnson, Jones. Kaufman, | Owen. A- H. Srephena, end Tooms: i t, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Root, 
La Sire, Leffler, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, McClernand, + For Linn Boye Mt rome ss, Savage, Siwtelle, ~eddon, Frederiek, P. Stanton, 
McDonald,McDowell, McLanaban, Robert M. McLane, Me- | For Charles Durkee— i, imate ebad H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser. Thomas, 
Muten, McQueen, McWillie, Meade, Miller, Milson, Mor | For Samuel F. Vinton n win CO a ar Jacob Thompson, Jones Thompson, Wiiliam Thompson, 
ris, Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Potter, | For James McDowel—-Mr. Williamson R, W. Cobb. Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Wellborn, Wentworth, 
Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Rose, Savage, || No choice. 

| 

f 


Sedd ‘i Whitteser, Wildrick, Wilmot, Wood, Woodward, and 
Sawtelle, Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stan- | i| Young—114. 
s n Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, moved that | d 


i So the House refused to adjourn. 
r : na i 
ad stlac oa aih comin. Whittlesey, Wil || o’elock. i ; Mr. COBB, of Alabama, moved that the House 
For Mr. Winthrop—Mes rs. Alexander, A’ston, Ander- ‘| Mr. WINTHROP rose and said, he desired to ;i proceed to vote for Speaker, iei hor 
son, Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, || say to the members here assembled that itwas well | Mr. STANLY moved that there be a cali o 
Breck, Briggs. Brooke, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas | known to many of his friends, and, he believed, to | the Elouse; and, he said, to save gentlemen on the 
Be Bit er Josephi ee gavin, Ardent Lage | the great majority of those who had thus far honored || other side of the House the trouble of doing so; he 
Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Du-r, Duncan, Alexander Evavs, || him with their support, that he should. have with- || would call for the yeas and nays on his motion, 
Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freedisy, Goodenow, Gat, Gould, | drawn his name long ago from this protracted con- | Mr. BAYLY rose to.a question of order.. ; 
See an Hampen, Hays, Harmoni, Beam i test if they had allowed him to do so. He had ji Amidst a confusion or rendered wars amot 
i 3 ` t da da e . . . r. . Was 
P. King, George G. King, James G. King. I A King, | repeatedly expressed to them his personal desire | Sone of er Mr man el of ihe House Wia & 
| l 


Levin, Horace Man , Marshall, Matteson, McGaughey, ;| not to stand in the way of a satisfactory organiza- 1 i 
; f ; ; > || tion of the Honse, or indeed of any organization, | motion provided for by the rules; and that as the 


ton, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, Jucoh Thompson, |; 
James Thompson, William Thompson, Venable, Walden, 


{ 
i 
it 
| 

|! 
i 

McKissock, Finis E. MeLe in, Meacham,Moore, Morehead, | H 


Ne son, Nes, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Phænix, Pitman, | peljevi ir interests of the country, | House had adopted no rules, the motion could not 
Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, |j believing that the highest inter h yə |i P a 


ackett, Sehe S S Sh ny || that the peace and safety of the Union, demanded | be entertained. 7 : 

Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Thaddeas Stevens, | that an creanization of some sort should be effect- The Cuenx intimated that as the molon hae been 

Tantar, gonn Pe thee Tharman, Parents Von i| ed without delay. Butas he had seen his friends | made he would submit the question © POP ler to. 
ke no ye Meares Allen, Durkee, Giddings, || CONtinuing to persist Im the idea that his name was the Floase. yi moved so to amend the motion 

Howe, Prestan King, and Root. at their control, and not under his own, he ha - thaith of the 

For Mr. Morehead—Messrs. È. C. Cabell, Morton, Owen, | therefore allowed the contest to go on, as it had for a call of the House, as thatthe names F 
A. H. Stephens, and Toombs. || gone on, until this moment. He now begged leave ; absentees only (numbering some four or ve) 

For Mr. Horace Ma Mr. Campbell, || to say publicly, as he had heretofore often said || should be called. 

Eo w PERN Wilmot. || privately, that nothing could give him greater pain Mr. EVANS, ef Maryland, demanded the yeas 

For Mr, Vinton—Mr. Winthrop. |: than to Imagine for an instant that he had stood in |; and nays on the amendment. 

For Mr. McDowell—Mr. W. R. W. Cob. i| the way of any organization of this House which Mr. MEADE withdrew his amendment. 

Norchoice. ‘| might be effected, and much more in the way of | Mr. EVANS said he renewed it, 

Mc. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, moved that | Bue organization which could be effected by his | Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, inquired of 
the House adjourn until to-morrow, at 12 o'clock. } friends. He desired to say to them all that, while _ the Clerk whether he decided such a motion to be 
And, on this motion, Mr. T. asked for tellers. || he thanked them cordially for the devoted support | in order? i 
They were ordered, and Messrs. Hatt, of Mis- || which they had given him, it would afford him; The Curr. It is for the House, and not for 
souri, and Levin of Pennsylvania were appointed. || the utmost satisfaction if they aould concentrate | the Clerk, to decide the question of order. 

And the question was then taken and decided in |i their efforts on some other candidate; and he į; ‘Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, said pene 
the negative—ayes 101, noes 108. should most cordially unite with them on any A stood that a motion had been: made to amend the 

So the House refused to adjourn. : : |! other candidate whom they might adopt. ‘| motion for a call of the House.: 

The roll was then called the thirty-ninth time, Mr. THOMPSON, remarking that he knew it | The CLERK said, the motion to amend had been 
when the tellers reported that the whole number | was not in order to debate the motion to adjourn, ‘| withdrawn. if i : i 
of votes given was 226; necessary to a choice 114; || said that he had from the very beginning voted for | Mr. JOHNSON suggested ha t Paaee arat 
of which— i| the gentleman from Massachusetts as candidate for || the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. ont pe 

Mr. William J. Brown received...-.-+-109 | Speaker, and should continue so to do. He regret- ‘| the House proceed to vote for Speakers aS 

Mr. Winthrop. eeeserseeesseeeeeetet +101 ~ © ted that the gentleman should see fit to withdraw his || been first put, was the first question In er. see 

Mr, Wilmot. 2.2... eee e cence cere i! name. He (Mr. T.) would prefer him to any other || Mr. VAN DYKE asked the yeas many i 

Mr. Morehead. ...eerereesceeeccreret® i| gentleman in this body, for his known ability and | the motion to proceed to the erry o f ae 

Mr. Boyd..serseenersrersreeseereet?? fT experience. But if the gentleman insisted upon | Mr. HALL moved to amon e a ion Pan 

Mr. Durkee. sesosssescrseeeresrerees | withdrawing his name as one of the nominees, | gentleman from Alabama, [Mr Cops, by 

Mr, Vinton.. esseresnserroreearseretes \ 


7 
i 
1 luti hat Witiiam J. Brown, of 
1 i d i|.tating a resolution that ¥ LLIA A N; 
those gentlemen who had supported him- wante ng 5 
Mr, McDowelh...ssseeeseseerreeeerr + |! time 5 deliberate and concert measures. As a || Indiana, be declared the duly elected Speaker of 
6 || matter of justice and equity, therefore, he moved |) this House. 
2 ë 
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- And on that motion Mr. H. demanded the yeas 
and nays. : ae 

The CLerg said the question would be on order- 
ing the yeas and nays on the motion of the gentle- | 
man from Missouri, [Mr. Hatt.] 

Mr. SCHENCK. moved, he. said, that ihat sub- 
ject be laid.on the table. ` AN 

And on that motion he asked the yeas and 

nays. 
: e also moved that there. be a call of. the 
House. : 

Mr. MEADE submitted that the motion of the 
gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Coss] was out of 
order, because the election of Speaker was the | 
regular business before the House, unless that busi- 
ness were superseted by some other. 

Mr. BAKER, amid great confusion, moved that 
the House adjourn. ` 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, on the other 
side of the House, submitted a similar motion, re- 
marking that he believed a motion to adjourn was | 
always in order, | 

The CLerx thereupon put the question on that | 
motion; and the motion having prevailed, the | 
House, at a late hour, i 

Adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Weonespay, December 12, 1849. f 


Mr. SOULE, of Louisiana, appeared in his seat. 
The Journal of yesterday having been read— 
Mr. FOOTE asked leave to withdraw from the |! 
files of the Senate the papers of Joseph Radcliff; || 
which was granted. 
Mr. COOPER asked leave to withdraw from | 
the files of the Senate the papers of John H. | 
Rogers, i [i 
Mr. HALE, Iam reluctant to interpose any | 
objection to a motion of this kind; but it will be | 
remembered that there was, at the close of the last || 
session, a very long discussion on the subject of | 
withdrawing papers from the files, and permission | 
was actually refused to the Senator from Florida |! 
upon application made by him to withdraw certain 
papers. It was at that time determined that it 
should not be done unless good reasons were as- 
signed for such withdrawal, l have no doubt the | 
Senator from Pennsylvania has reasons for the |! 
withdrawal in this case that are abundantly satis- 
factory, but they should at least be assigned. 
Mr. COOPER. Iwill state, for the information | 
ofthe Senate, that no action was had upon these | 
| 


papers, and the claimant had been informed that | 
the department has the power to determine the | 
case without calling upon Congress for aid. 
It seems to me that this is a sufficient reason | 
why leave should be granted. If the department |, 
has power to settle the claim, it will save Congress | 
the trouble of doing it. 7 
Mr. BUTLER. I have no doubt there are 
many applications of a similar kind to be made. || 


have one myself. l desire to make a motion to | 
withdraw papers, but I have thought it best to 4 
defer making it until the committees are appointed, || 
so that the papers when withdrawn may be referred || 
to the appropriate committee. The Senator from |! 
New Hampshire is correct in what he said about | 
the determination that was arrived at last session |Í 
to require the reasons for withdrawing papers to be | 
assigned. The Senator from Massachusetts also || 
gave notice that he would introduce some motion || 
on the subject. Perhaps, therefore, it would be | 
advisable that motions of this kind should be with- 
held until some rule shall be established in rela- į 
tion to the subject. 

Mr. COOPER. The Senator from South Car- 
olina did not understand the explanation which 1 | 
gave. It was that the evidence was sufficient, as |i 
the claimant believes, to induce the officers of the 
proper department to settle the claim. It will not, 
therefore, be necessary to refer the papers toa 
committee; and it is consequently not requisite to 
defer the motion until the committees shall have 
been appointed. 

Mr. BUTLER. I certainly did not understand 
the honorable Senator; | have no opposition to 
offer to the motion. 

The CHAIR then put the question to the Sen- 
ate, and it was decided that leave be granted. pf 

After an interval of an hour, and there being no i 
business before the Senate— i 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. i 


| Speaker of that House. 


i tired from the contest. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. - 
Weonespay, December 12, 1849. 


The Journal of y&sterday was read and ap- 
proved. j . 3 

M. COBB, of Alabama, rose and said, that he 
noticed in this morning’s Union, a statement in 
relation to the votes for Speaker which he had 
given during their efforts to organize the House, 


which was calculated todo him injustice—whether | 


intentionally or not, was not for him to determine. 
It was enough for him to say, that it did not con- 
tain the truth, such as the record of the proceed- 
ings of Congress ought to show. If any man of 
his party, or of any other party in this country, 
expected to coerce him into the support of 
measures beyond his sense of duty to his country, 


| he would utterly fail to accomplish his object. 


Whether he had been consistent in his course 


here, since the meeting of Congress, was for the | 


House and the country to determine when the 
records were made up. 

He asked that the article from the Union be 
read. 

«c It depends upon Messrs. Cobb of Alabama, Holmes of 
South Carolina, (who voted for Mr. Brown on Monday, but 


deserted him on yesterday.) and four of the Free-Soil Demo- 
erats, to decide whether the House of Representatives shall 


| have a Democratic Speaker, or not, to-day. Mr. Brown is 
! admirably qualified to discharge the duties of the Chair.” 


[Cries of ‘ Read on! read on!’’] 

The Crerx. That is the whole of the article. 

Mr. COBB continued. His object in presenting 
himself before this body, was to place himself in 
the attitude, before his constituents and the country, 
which he properly merited. 
the first time in his life that he had been accused of 
being a traitor. The appellation might apply to 
others, but it was yet to be fixed upon the humble 
individual who now addressed the House. This 
article stated that he had voted for Mr. Brown on 
Monday, and then deserted him. [Cries of “ No, 


no; you’re mistaken, Mr. Cosg. ”] Heasked that | 


the article be read, to show whether it did not in- 
clude him with Mr. Hormes. He appealed to 
gentlemen if that would not be the natural infer- 
ence from it. He had voted for Mr. Coss, of 
Georgia, the nominee of the Democratic party, 
until that gentleman came and asked him not to 
vote for him any longer. Tle had then voted for 
Mr. McDowe 1, and had so continued to vote; so 
that all his votes had been divided between Messrs. 
Cogs and McDowerL. He had yet to learn from 
the records that his vote, if it had been cast in any 
other way, at any time, would have elected a 
Speaker. 
declared publicly, that he never would be found to 
stand in the way of an organization of the House. 
[Cries of ** Good,” from the Democratic side.] Let 
them bring up a candidate, on either side, who 
would command a sufficient number of votes to be 
elected,and he should reserve to himself the course 
he would then pursue, as he reserved to himself 
his own course upon all other occasions. 

Mr. WILMOT said he desired to express his 
grateful acknowledgments to those friends who 
had given him their suffrages for the office of 
In justice to his own feel- 
ings, he felt called upon to say, that he felt more 


i honored by the confidence implied by their sup- 


port, inconsiderable as it was in point of numbers, 
than he should have been by an election to that 
chair. Both of the prominent candidates have re- 
In view .of this fact, he 
did not feel justified in standing longer as a candi- 
date. He trusted that his friends would approve 
of the propriety of the course he was about to 
adapt. He hoped that his friends would cease to 
cast their votes for him, and seek some abler man 
upon whom to bestow their suffrages, and who 
would stand some reasonable chance of success. 
He concurred in the excellent sentiments ex- 
pressed by the gentleman who declined last even- 
ing, [Mr. Wintnrop,] as to the importance of an 
early organization of the House; and was unwill- 
ing to stand in a position that might delay so de- 
sirable a result. He would not feel entirely justified 
in maintaining his present attitude as a candidate, 
after the principal object, if not the only one, which 


induced his friends to place him in that position, | 


had been attained. For him to maintain longer 
the position of a candidate, might subject beth 
himself and his friends to the charge of disorgan- 


ization, and a desire to prolong the existing state |i 


of things. He trusted, therefere, that his friends 


It was, he believed, | 


He had declared privately, as he now ! 


| would approve of his judgment, in requesting that 
i they should bestow their votes upon some one 


‘more competent and worthy than himself. 

On motion of Mr. KAUFMAN, the House pro- 
ceeded to vote for Speaker, viva voce. : 

Messrs. Hituiaro of Alabama, Srrone of Penn- 
sylvania, Duer of New York, and Minter of 
Ohio, resumed their seats at the Clerk’s table as 
tellers to count the votes. 

The rol] was then called the fortieth time, when 
the tellers reported that the whole number of votes 
given in was 226; necessary te a choice 114; of 
which— : 

Mr, William J. Brown received.......-112 

Me Duel iss aedeeew ke ae aves bbe ee eee RE 

Mr. Stanly .csccsscccccrcvcccesevceees 18 

Mr. Morehead. ...esecscccsccccsoesces IT 

Mr. Winthrop. ever ceseceerceceerecc ee LG 

Mr. McGaughey......---e.eeeeeeceeee 13 


. 


Mr. Horace Mann........ 5 
Mr, Julian.. ...... eee 3 
Mr. Boyd. secetses seses ss tee 3 
Mr. Vinton. esesssecesrneeoot 2 
Mr. Chandler.......cccscccrcccsceveee 2 
Mr. Thaddeus Stevens......sseescceve 2 
Mr, Rockwell...ceccccwcnccesveceseve L 
Mr: Oula Wero scrcsccocessceeeeveens 2 
Mr. Conrad.... 1 
Mr. Bowdon...... 1 
Mr. Holmes.........+06- 1 
Mr. Daniel P, King,.-...ceeeseceeceee l 
226 
The following is the vote in detail; 
For- William J. Brown—Messrs. Albertson, Allen, 


Ashe, Averett, Buy, Bayly, Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Booth, 
Bowdon, Bow in, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Buel, Burt, Jo- 


seph Cable, George A. Cahdwell, Cariter, Cleveland, H, 


Cobh, Coicoek, Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, Doty, Dusham, 
Durkee, Edmundson, Ewing, Festherstoa, Fiteh, Fuler, 
Gerry, Giddings, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hackett, Hall, 
Hamilton, Hammond, H-ralson, [arian, Harmansoa, Isham 
G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, 
Hoagland, Ho laday, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, Antrew Johu- 
son, Robert W. Johnson, Kaufman, Preston King, Las éve, 
Lefer, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, MeCternand, Me- 
Donald, MeDowel:, McLanahan, Robert M. McLane, Me- 
Mullen, McQueen, McWillie, Meade, Miller, Millson, Mor- 
ris, Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Peek, Phelps, 


; Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Sav- 


age, Sawtelle, Frederick P. stanton, Richard H. Stanton, 
Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob ‘I hompson, 
James ‘Pheimpson, William Thompson, Venable, W iden, 
Waldo, Welborn, Wertworth, Whittlesey, Wildriek, 
W:tmot, Wood, Woodward, and Young. ` 

For William Duer—Messrs. Alexander, Bennett, Bokee, 
Briggs, Burrows, Clarke, Conrad, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, 
Jackson, John A. King, H. Mann, Matteson, Morehead, 
Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Schermerhorn, 
Schooleraft, Silvester, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, and Un- 
derhilt. ` , 

For Edward Stanly~Messrs. Anderson, Ashmun, Bowie, 
Deberry, Alexander Evans, Houston, Kerr, Marshall, Me- 
Gaughey, Nes, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Pitman, Shepperd, Thur- 
man, Vinton, and Winthrop. 

For Charles S. Morehecd—Messrs. Alston, Baker, Breck, 
Chester Butler, E.C. Cavell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Hampton, 
Haymond, Hilliard, James L. Johnson, McKissock, Finis 
E. McLean, Morton, Owen, Alexander H. Stephens, John 


! B. Thompson, and Toombs. 


For Robert C. Winthrop—Messrs. Brooks, Conger, Dixon, 


; Hay, Hebard, George G. King, James G. King, Meacham, 
; Nelson, Newell, Phenix, Spaulding, Sprague, Van Dyke, 


Watkins, White, and Williams. ` 
For Edward W. Mc @aughey—Messrs. Andrews, Thoma: 
B. Butler, Campbell, Casey, Duncan, Nathan Evans, Fow- 
ler, Freediey, Halloway, Henry, Daniel. P. King, Moore, 

and Sackett. 
For Horace Mann—-Messrs. Cole, Crowell, Hunter, Put- 
nam, and Wilson. 
For Linn Boud—Messrs. Bocock, Seddon, and Wallace. 
For George W. Julian—Meessrs. Howe, Root, and Tucks 
For Samuel F. Vinton—Messts. Corwin and Schenck. 
For Joseph R. Chandler—Messrs, Goodenow and Reed. 
For Thaddeus Stevens—Messrs. Calvin and Dickey, 
For Julius Rockwell—Mr. Chandler, 
For David Outhuo—Mr. Clingman. 
For Charles M. Conradl—Mr. Dner. 
For Franklin W. Bowdon—Mr. Holmes. 
For Baac E. Holmes-—Mr. Levin. 
For Daniel P. King—Mr. Stanly. 


No choice... 


Mr. STANLY rose and said that he. begged 
leave to offer for the consideration of the House 
the resolution which he would send to the Clerk’s 
table. 


The resolution was read as follows: 


Resolved, ‘That the members of the Democratie party be 
requested to appoint three members to eonfer with three 
members of the Whig party, relative to the choice of proper 
officers of the House of Representatives. 


Mr. STANLY said he was tired of this long- 
continued struggle. He believed every gentleman 
in this House was tired of it, The resolution 
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which he had offered was not one of his own sug- 
gesting. The suggestion had “been made to him 
by a Democrat, a gentleman of character and pa- 
trioti» feelings, who desired to see a stop put tothe 
present state of things—by one who desired to see, 
as he (Mr. S.) desired to see, the House of Repre- 
sentatives organized, and who had determined, as 
far as he could, as he (Mr. S.) had determined, 
that it should be organized. As to any talk of 
disorganization, the thing was merely ridiculous— 
he spoke it with all-due respect to the other side of 
the House. There was no danger of that. This 
Government was not coming to an end yet, no 
matter what gentlemen might say about Free Soil- 
ism, Wilmot Provisoism, and all such tomfoolery. 
There was no danger of that. The Union could 
not be dissolved while Henry Cray and Tuomas 
H. Benrow were in the Senate, or while old Rough 
and Ready was at the other end of the Avenue. 

But he wanted to put a stop to the present state 
of things, and have somebody to preside over the 
House of Representatives who was competent (to 
say nothing of what he thuught of the gentleman 
who had just received a sufficient number within 
two votes to elect him) to preside over the House of 
Representatives, who was acceptable to the Demo- 
cratic party. Their present candidate was not ac- 
ceptable bya considerable number, asthe last result 
showed. There was something wrong; some- 
thing “ rotten in Denmark’? He looked upon his 
own side of the House without blushing; he 
blushed when he looked at the other side. He 
desired to say nothing at all rash, or approaching 
rashness. He had had the honor to be a member 
of the last Legislature of North Carolina, of which 
one of his honorable colleagues on the other side 
of the House was also a member. They had had 
the fortune, ag it turned out, to tie in both 
branches; and for more than a week were in a 
disorganized state. They passed resolutions of 
the character he had sent to the chair; they met 
and consulted together; and the result was that 
the Democratic party selected the Speaker of the 
Senate, and the Whig party selected the Speaker 
of the House of Commons, and the other officers 
were divided among them, as they ought to be, 
without any quarreling or particular fuss; and the 
result was, that the Legislature was more free from 
a party character than it had ever been since 1829; 
and that more measures were adopted for the gen- 
eral good—for the benefit of the people of the 
whole State—and more internal improvements set 
afloat, than had beén by any Legislature for twen- 
ty years. It was improper, however, further to 
detain the House by reference to the legislation 
of North Carolina. He wanted, if the Democratic 
members of this House chosé a Speaker, they 
should take a gentleman entirely satisfactory to 
them. Lf they thought the Whig party were not 
entitled ta the Speaker, let them choose one accus- 
tomed to preside over deliberative bodies—who was 
familiar with the rules, and acceptable to the great 
body of the party—without electioneering, with- 
out any of that little trickery which was resorted 
to in times of high excitement, when they were 
hard run, and were pressing on, as they supposed, 
to victory. He had too much regard for them to 
see them place themselves in that position. 

Any gentleman (continued Mr. S.) was very 
much mistaken, who supposed he would be upon 
a bed of roses up there, (pointing to the chair.) 
For him, a tittle over a dozen votes had been cast, 
for which he was profoundly grateful; but he 
beeged gentlemen to forbear further to vote for 
him. He was not fit to preside over this body. 
Like the late venerable gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, who was no longer among us, {he wished 
he were now here,) he (Mr. S.) was a great lover 
of peace fn the abstract, but sometimes shared in 
disorder in practice. He did not aspire. to the 
chair. He wanted an older, an abler hand placed 
there; and he would venture to say he would see a 
great trouble to keep order, before four months of 
the session had passed. 

Mr. BAYLY. The remarks of the gentleman 
from North Carolina {Mr. Sranir] demand a re- 
sponse from this side of the House. He has re- 
ferred to the condition in which we find ourselves 
—wnable to organize and transact the business of 
the nation. Fle says that the condition of things 
existing in this House (which is but a type of the 
condition of things in the country) gives him no 
alarm as long as Clay and Benton are in the Senate, 
and “old Rough and Ready,” as he seems to 


i 
i 


|| only hope to shield it from them; allow:h 


|, his action;—let him thus be elected; let him keep 


|; could anticipate a different posture of affairs than 


ji The gentle 


{| 


prefer to “designate the Chief Magistrate of the 
nation, is at the other end of the Avenue. Asiong 
i ag such is the case, he tells us, the Union is safe. 
Mr. STANLY. I did not say that the condition 
of things in the country gave me no alarm. 
Mr. BAYLY. I did not impute the remark, 
that what existed in this House wasa type of 
| what existed in the country, to the gentleman. 
| That was my own comment, by parenthesis, and 
| not a quotagon of the gentleman. I reptat, that | 
the division and distraction of parties which exist 
in this House is but a type of what exists in the 
| country at large. And who (asked Mr. B-) is re- 
sponsible for this? Sir, if I had been asked, in 
advance, to imagine a course of action upon the 
part of one of the great parties of this country, 
which would inevitably have led to euch a con- | 
dition of things, I would have said there exists an 
absorbing and exciting question of public. policy 
averriding all others, and sectional in its character. | 
| Let one of the great parties run a candidate: for, 
the Presidency occupying a doubtful position in 
reference to it; let him allow himself to be sup- 
ported in each section upon the ground that his 
; views harmonized with theirs; allow himself, for 
| instance, to be supported at the North upon the 
| ground that he was in favor of anti-slavery re- 
| strictions by Congress, and at the South as the 
imself to 
i be elected by the votes of electors with diverse 
| opinions of his views and diverse expectations. of 


i : à ; Ab j 
| up this state of uncertainty as to his opinions, and || 

a Congress elected in this state of uncertainty;— |) 
: lei all this happen, and tell me, sir, if any man į 


| the precise one in which we find ourselves. The 
| bitter fruit which we are tasting is the legitimate 
| product of the tree which the gentleman’s party 
į has planted and fostered. . I (said Mr. B.) am 
| not taken by surprise. I predicted in advance that 
“the course which the gentleman’s party thought 
| fit to pursue would lead to the precise result which 
| we have before us. No one laments it more than 
| Edo; but the Democratic party certainly are not 
| responsible. 

| But it was not to reply to this portion of the 
| gentleman’s remarks that I claimed your attention. 


‘ Ly] has said that he can look to his side of the i 
|! House without shame; but that when he looked 
| to this, he blushed; that there was something 
} «< yotten in Denmark.” Thegentleman has thus, in 
| his place, by this insinuation, given form and im- 
; portance to an imputation which this morning has 
‘heen in whispers circulated through this Hall. 
|| He insinuates that something improper has taken 
| place between the Democratic party and the Free- ; 
, Soilers, as they are called. Sir, it is such an in- 
sinuation as the gentleman ought not to make 
| Mehtly, or to which we ought in silence to submit. | 
| I fatter myself (said Mr. B.) that the gentlemen 
| on this side of the House would be as little likely 
| as any others to enter into any arrangement with 
ithe party referred to. l am rejoiced, however, 
that the gentleman has made the remarks he did. 
It enables us to brand the rumor, in the outset, as 
itdeserves. It is hardly.necessary for me to say 
that it has no foundation in truth. 
| Mr. ASHMUN. Will the gentleman from 
| Virginia allow me to put a question to him? 
Mr. BAYLY. Certainly. 
| Mr. ASHMUN. Has not a correspondence 
‘taken place between the member from Indiana 
: {Mr. Brown] and some member of the Free-Soil 
| party, in which he has pledged himself to consti- 
“tute the committees in a manner satisfactory to | 
: them ? 
io Mr. BAYLY. 
j ence. Is the gentleman gath 
‘there has been such a one? 
! authority? 
| Mr. ASHMUN. Common rumor.. 
| Mr. BAYLY. And does not the -gentleman 
i know that common rumor is a common liar? 
| Turning to Mr. Brown, he said, “ Has any such 
correspondence taken place ?”* f 

Mr. BROWN shook his head. 

Mr. BAYLY continued. I am authorized to say 
i that no sach correspondence has taken place. 
"Does the gentleman infer that there has been an 
| understanding. between this side of the House-and 
| the Free-Soilers from the fact that some of them 
i have voted with us? If so, what can be -more 


| 


I know of no such correspond- 
orized to say that 
If so, what is his |; 


man from North Carolina (Mr. Sraw- | 


| immovable sentiment, 


unfair? The House is in a condition iv which itis 
impossible for it to be organized, unless-they_vote 
with onè of the great parties composing it. “Great _ 
complaint:has been made throughout the country, 
and justly, that we did not organize; thus imply- 
ing that they ought.to vote with one: or; the other 
of the great parties: Suppose they had-offered: to 
vote with the gentleman, would: he have-sparned 
their support? .Or would he have considered ‘that. 
it would have been quite right in usin auch econ 
tingency, to have imputed ‘an improper: combina- 
tion to. them? The gentlemen referred: to` Have 
their own views to carry out, and they most: prob- 
ably will take their own course in doing it. And 
that a portion, and a portion only, of them have 
voted with vus—which they have all along shown 
such an unwillingness to do, and when. they do it 
now under what appears a necessity—certainly 
does not contaminate us or our candidate for the 


' bargain or contract by which these parties, or 


| from North Carolina, (Mr. Srayty], in. most 


respectful language, 
| Wilmot provisoism, and ‘ tomfoolery of: that 
He had no doubt the gentleman. had 
his. heart, when he had 
but let him ‘tell. that.gen- 
tical associates saw. fit’ to 
tell him so or not, he ventured to say that nine 


h 
g 
tims of the c 
that pestilence had swept—w A 
so full of graves as to make them look like stone 
quarries, where there would not be tarf enough for 
a man to wipe his feet on. lt wasa deap-seated, 
fixed in the hearts of the 
They talked not of digunion, or 
nything of that. kind; but that sentiment they 
ntended should be represented here. They ex7 
pected that their representatives should: stand up 
and speak out on all proper occasions; and- he 
designed to speak. on this, or 
except upon proper occasions. 


northern people. 


and what was the po 
as represented by. the ‘f 
the Wilmot proviso. ; 

Mr. R. yielded for explanation— * 

Mr. BAYLY. [think it due to myself and. the 
House to say, that since I was last up Ehave had 
a conversation with the gentleman form Indiana, 
[Mr. Browy.| I was mistaken in saying that no 
correspondence had taken place between him and 
the Free-Soilers. A correspondence has taken 
place, but in it be assures me that he had’ refused 
to pledge himself, and had said no more than that 
in forming the committees, be would place the 


* 
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members. of that. partyin such positions as their 
standing ia the House and the country would seem 
to him to make proper. But the correspondence 
will-be produced, and it will speak for itself. 

Mr. STANLY (Mr. Roor further yielding) said 
the gentleman from Ohio complained that his party 
was not recognized inthe resolution. If he had 
understood the gentleman. from-Ohio, a- few days 
since, hei had said, in reply to: one of his [Mr. 
Sran.y’s] colleagues, [Mr. VENABLE, ]} that it was 
‘the business of the two great parties to organize; 
and he really thought he was folowing out the 
penteran ’s Own suggestion in offering this reso- 
ution. A 

Mr. ROOT (resuming) said the gentleman was 
mistaken as to one fact—unintentionally, no doubt. 
The gentleman said that -he (Mr. R.) had com- 
‘plained that every other Representative than those 
in fall communion with one or the other of the two 
‘great parties had been excluded from participation 
in the arrangement. He (Mr. R.) hoped, so 
long as God spared his senses, that he never should 
- be represented in any such arrangement. Hein- 
tended never to be. ft was a kind of arrangement 
in which he did not wish to participate; if it was 
to be consummated, he hoped it would be in such 
a way as to preclude the idea that he had had any- 
thing to do with it. 

Now, as to his having said the other day that it 
was the business of the two great parties to organ- 
ize the House, the gentleman was mistaken; he 
had drawn a wrong inference. 
that time, that if there was anything ridiculous in 
the scene to which he was referring at that time, it 
was the fact that some two hundred aud twenty 
members complained of being obstructed in, the 
organization of the House by some eight others; 
and that he thought, if they were so exceedingly 
desirous to have an organization of the House, as 
they professed, it would be an easier matter for 
two hundred and twenty members to accomplish 
it than for eight; that if they could only find, 
among two hundred and twenty Representatives 
on this floor, one hundred and fifteen patriotic, 
self-denying, high-minded gentlemen who would 
unite to accomplish the common object which they 
professed to hold so near their hearts, why, they 
could have an organization at any time. That was 
the substance of what he had then said. 

(Mr. Roor pausing for a moment, several gen- 
tlemen sprang to their feet, crying,“ Mr. Clerk.’’] 

I have not done yet, (said Mr. R.) We have 
not the hour rule now. 

Now, (he continued,) he would like to know if 
these two great parties were brought into such a 
terrible predicament that they could not organize 
the House without cutting off some of those who 
happened to differ with them and depriving them 
of theif rights? He did not know how the hon- 
orable gentleman from Massachusetts, who had 
been supported by one of the parties as candidate 
for Speaker, felt; he did not know but he would 
be willing to submit his claims to the chair toa 
committee composed of three Whigs and three 
Democrats, nor was it a matter of great import- 
ance to him how the gentleman felt. But it was 
as great an outrage upon him, (Mr. R.,) if they 


deprived him alone of the right to speak, vote, and || 


act upon this question, as it would be to cut off 


forty, or eighty, or one hundred and twelve from | 


the same right. They had no right to do it; and 
if they wanted to preserve their character—if they 
wished to preserve the character of honorable, 
high-minded Representatives, in his opinion they 
must say, that in exercising their own rights, they 
would not deprive the humblest member on this 
floor of his. Why, how magnanimous it would 
look! When they came to make up their jewels, 
when they came to string up their Whigs and to 
string op their Democrats, what were they going 
to do with such gentlemen, as some from Georgia, 
and som® from New York and Ohio? What was 
going to be the test? Were they, for Whigs, to 
have those who, in the chaste and classic Jan- 
gudge of the gentleman from North Carolina, 
chose to style themselves “ original Rough and 
Ready”? men? Why, he should think, from what 
he had seen, that some of the originals had got 
tired of it already. Would they admit some of 
them who bolted at the Philadeiphia Convention, 
but came in soon after? Would they admit those 


who had come in since ?—those who did not vote | 


at all?—or those who had voted for Mr. Van Bu- 
ren, provided they had repented since? They 


He had said at |} 


$ 


| trated by an anecdote which I have heard of oñe 


i “TL should really like to know what has become 


= = ; 
would want all-these men, and more, when they 
came to elect a Speaker, in his humble opinion. 

The resolution was. not specific enough. It 
ought to be like.a special plea, certain to every in- 
tent and particular; they must goon and tell what 
kind of Whigs were good enough to come in, and 
just so with the Democracy; he thought they 
would have just as much trouble in fixing their test. 

[Several gentlemen here rose, supposing Mr. | 
Root hdd concluded, and addressed the Clerk.} 

Oh, no! (said Mr. R.,) he had not done yet. [A 
laugh.] It was not often that the Free-Soil party 
had the opportunity of being heard, and if this 
resolution took effect, they were done, as far as | 
any influence in the organization of the House was 
concerned. He did not, however, believe they 
were going to use up the principles on which they 
stood. He cared nothing for the party organiza- 
tion in itself; it was the Free-Soil principles for 
which he went, and he meant to stand up and vin- 
dicate them whenever occasion required it. 

He warned his friend from North Carolina [Mr. 
Sraniy] that he was placing some of his political 
assaciates in a very peculiar situation, when he 
talked about the Wilmot proviso being ‘‘ tom- 
foolery.”” 

Mr. BOKEE, (in his seat.) Let them tell of it. 

Mr. ROOT replied; Well, he supposed they 
would. He did not call upon gentlemen to an- 
swer; and they would save themselves some breath 
and trouble by withholding their answers until 
they were called for. i 

He hoped, as he had before remarked, thatthe pe- | 
culiar exigency of the day and this case would not | 
drive gentlemen to do anything of which they | 
would repent hereafter. He did not feel that the ! 
remarks which had been made in relation to some- 
thing being ‘rotten in Denmark” affected him at 
all. He did not belong to Denmark—not even to 


{ 
1 


i 


| the figurative Pickwickian Denmark which had 


been spoken of. But the gentleman from North 
Carolina thought there was something rotten in 
Denmark. They would all be wiser hereafter. 
He knew nothing about the inducements which ; 
had been held out for gentlemen to vote one way 
or the other. Pledges would not be very strong 
inducements for him. The best guarantee that he 
could have would be the good character and known 
principles of the candidate. He thought pledges | 
coming from a man that could not be trusted with- 
out them, might well be distrusted themselves. 


It might admit of doubt wko would turn out to y ; Ty, 
|. ject into the political contests of the day produced 


be the “ tomfools’’? in the end. There is said to 
be one kind of fish that will bite best at a bare 
hook. Do you know, sir, what fish that is? I 
will tell you in confidence: It is the gudgeon; but 
whether there are any gudgcons in this Hall, and | 
who they are, I leave for time to tell. 

The peculiar state of things in this body at this 
particular time, may, perhaps, be somewhat illus- 


of my countrymen, a member of the universal į 
Yankee nation. He was traveling on a steamboat 
on the Ohio river, and having made the acquaint- ; 
ance of a fellow-passenger from the lower country, i 
they got up a friendly game of “poker,” by way }: 
of killing time. After playing for a while, the |: 
Mississippian, ina tone of vexation, exclaimed: ` 


of all the aces. I haven’t seen one for half an 
hour.”? To which the Yankee replied: ‘ Now 
would you, raly? Wal, one on ’em’s in your ent | 
sleeve, and ’tother three are in my bute.” T don’ 
know thatany gentleman here has anything in his 
coat sleeve, but I do know several gentlemen who 
wear boots with very long legs to them. If gen- 
tlemen should remember this anecdote a week, 
they may then be able to understand its true appli- 
cation. One thing it does prove, that the Yankees, 
instead of being the sly, reserved people that some 
evil-disposed people have represented them to be, 
are the frankest fellows on earth; and however 
anxious they may sometimes appear to acquire in- 
formation, they are always willing to impart it. 

Mr. BURT rose and addressed the Clerk, and 
was recognized by him. 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, rose at the same mo- 
ment, and also addressed the Clerk. 

Mr. BURT said, he supposed that the gentle- 
man from Indiana [Mr. Brown] desired to sneak 
to the same point to which he (Mr. B.) had him- : 
self risen. If so, he would most cheerfully yield | 
the floor to the gentleman 
glad to hear him. 


, and would be extremely | 


i 
i 


i 


< sition as unnecessary and as unfortunate. 


The floor having been yielded accordingly— 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, said that Gen Tay- 
lor, at the time he was a candidate for the office 
of President of the United States, had repeatedly 
declared, that if he was elected to that station, he 
would be the President of the whole country, and 
not the Presidentof a party. He (Mr. B.) had 
come on to Washington city, never for a moment 
dreaming of being a candidate for the Speaker- 
iship of this House, His health was feeble. 


| There were older and abler men, of his own po- 


litical party, gentlemen who were well versed in 
parliamentary law, more competent than himself 
to preside over the deliberations of this body. 
He had no experience ia such matters. He had 
never made them his study. He had attended the 
Democratic caucus, and had aided in the nomina- 
tion of the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Cozs,] 
for whom the Democratic party in this House had 
voted several long days. When the suggestion 
had been made to him, (Mr. B.,) that he, occu- 
pying middle ground, and coming from a free 
State, would, in all probability, be able to concen- 


‘trate as great a number of votes as any other in- 


dividual on the Democratic side of the House, 
he had received the suggestion with perfert as- 
tonishment. He had no wishes—he had no de- 
sires looking to such an object; nor had he now the 


: vanity to suppose that if the political party to which 


he belonged had a marked, a decided majority in 
this House, he should have been selected as their 
candidate for the Speakership. It was further 
suggested to him, that during the recent excite- 
ment which had existed upon the question of 
slavery, he had not been a member of Congress. 
He had not voted upon any of the questions grow- 
ing out of that subject. He had beena member of 
the preceding (the twenty-ninth) Congress, when 
the Texas question had been under consideration, 
Upon that question he had spoken and voted in 
i this Hall. His votes stood upon the record. His 
' friends from the South and from the North under- 
; stood the position he had occupied on that ques- 
tion. Since then, he had repeatedly declared (not 
being in a position to give any vote) that, whilst 
he did not entertain a doubt that the great body of 
the people of the North—both Whigs and Demo- 
crats—were opposed to the extension of slavery, 
yet that he deemed the introduction of that propo- 
At that 
time the country was engaged in the prosecution 
of a foreign war, and the introduction of the sub- 


1 


a state of excitement and ill-feeling between the 
' North and the South, which he thought it was the 
' duty of every patriotic mind to deprecate. When 
the time arrived for the organization of this House, 
‘it was found that their friends—for he would not 
give them the appellation applied to them by the . 
: gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. Sranty]— 


= those who would not join the organization of either 


of the two great political parties at the last presi- 


' dential election, held the balance of power here, 


and that without their votes it would be impossi- 
ble to elect a presiding officer. 

In this state of the case, he first received a letter 
from the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Hur- 
BaRD.] That gentleman propounded certain ques- 
tions. He (Mr. B.) did not answer that letter, 
but tock to him the record which showed his votes, 
and speech he had delivered, giving his views in 
relation to the slavery question, on the annexation 
of Texas. He was not then, and did not desire to 
be considered, in the attitude of a candidate for the 
office of Speaker. After he had received fifty- 
three votes for that office, he had heen given to 
understand that these genilemen—with one of 
whom, the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr 
Wimor,] be had been long acquaitedl, and the 
gentleman from New York, (Mr. Kine,] with 
whom he had served in a former Congress, and 
who, he believed, had generally voted with him, 
far they were on the Democratic side of the House 
—desired a conference with him. 

That conference took place; and, in the course 


: of it, he found that the objection which they had 


against voting for him as Speaker—the great ob- 
jection which had impressed itself on their minds 
was, that he was selected as the favorite of the 
Sonth—that the gentleman from North Carolina, 
in his eye, [Mr. Venssis,] had said that he was 
pledged not to vote for any Wilmot proviso man 
for Speaker, and that he would turn round and 
vote forhim. Now, these gentlemen had asked him 


(Mr. B.) no questions as to what his course would 
be; but they expressed the fear which they enter- 
tained, that, should he be’ elected Speaker, he 
would organize the Committees on the District of 
Columbia, on the Judiciary, and on the Terri- 
tories, in such a manner as tat they should be 
made up of southern men; that the views and: 
opinions of the party which these gentlemen rep- 
resented would be stifled in committee; and ‘that 
there would be no opportunity of presenting their 
views in committee, and no opportunity of bring- 
ing them before the House. 

In reply to the expression of these fears, he had 
stated to these gentlemen that he had not made any 
pledges to any individual as to the committee upon 
which he should be placed. The gentleman from 


Pennsylvania, and the gentleman from New York, || 


had frankly and openly expressed their desire to 
him not to be placed on either of these committees. 
All they had asked—all they had expressed a de- 
sire to have—was, that the committees which he 


had designated should be so constituted as that i 


every section of the Union might be fairly repre- 
sented—the Wilmot proviso men, and the anti- 
Wilmot proviso men. He had stated to these 
gentlemen that he would so constitute these com- 
mittees as that all sections of the Union should be 
represented. This much he had stated, and by that 
position he would abide now. They had asked a 


fair representation of all interests and all opinions | 


—nothing more. If he had desired to put into the 
hands of these gentlemen that with which they 
might go forth and break the heads of those who 
differed from them—if he had desired to furnish 


opportunity and cause of complaint against the |; 


South, his policy would be, to constitute these 


committees of southern men, and to take these | 


eight (Free-Soil) gentlemen and put them away 
on the corners of some unimportant committees. 

On the subject of slavery in the District of 
Columbia, he would ask permission to state to 
the House the ground which he had taken before 
his constituents, when he was a candidate for a 
seat in this House. 


Mr. BURT interposed, and said that the gen- |; 


tleman from Indiana [Mr. Brown] would allow 
him to suggest, that he had yielded the floor to 
him in order to give him an opportunity of pro- 


ducing the correspondence which had been re- i 


ferred to. He (Mr. B.) wished to see that cor- 
respondence. [Cries from all quartere— Give 
us the correspondence’— let him explain”— 
“the letters,’ &c.] 

Mr. BROWN, (continuing.) He would, he 
said, introduce the letter in a few moments; but, 
before doing so, he desired to make a very brief 
explanation of the position he had occupied before 
his constituents. [Cries of “Go on’’— the let- 
ters,” &e.] 

Mr. BROWN resumed. His competitor for a 
seat in this House wasa Whig, and a strong ad- 
vocate of the Wilmot proviso. He represented 
a district where there was a large number—some 


persons said as high as three or four hundred— | 


of Free-Soil votes, out and out. He did not get 
these votes, because he would not go so far as his’ 
competitor had gone. That gentleman had taken 
the ground that General Taylor, by his letter, was 
in favor of the Wilmot proviso, and that if he did 
not sign a bill incorporating that proviso, 
be beeause the doughfaces would prevent its 
going to him. All I said was, that although I be- 
fieved it to be unnecessary, and although I had 
heretofore alwavs been opposed to it, and did not 
expect to vote for it—yet, that l saw no objection 
to poking the Wilmot proviso to Old Zack, and 
seeing what he would do with it. He (Mr. B.) 
was very anxious to see the question settled; 
although, as he had stated, he himself would al- 
ways oppose the proviso. E 

The question came up on the subject of slavery 
in the District of Columbia. He had said that he 
wag a Democrat—that he did not wish to inter- 
fere with the question—-but that, if the people of 
the District of Columbia. thought proper to give 
their euffrages in favor of the abolition of slavery 
within its limits, he would have no objection to 
give them an opportunity to vote upon the ques- 
tjon, as had been done in Kentucky and some 
other States of the Union. 

With the permission of the Touse, he would 
now read the letter. f 

[During these remarks, and during almost the 
entire day, great confusion and excitement pre- 


vailed through the House, rendering ataccurate (| utterance shouldbe. given: t public.-se f 
statement of the proceedings and debates exceed- || This-was,.in substance, the, only interrogatory he: 
ingly difficult. Members did not keep their seats, ‘had put: cHe (Mr.’W.) and bis friends. desired; 
but ‘gathered in large bodies round the ‘member || to be satisfied that.the-constitution. of the.com: 
who held the floor, enhancing greatly the ordinary: || tees should-be such as.not to. stifle the sentiments, 
difficulties of the reporter’s duties.) 4 as they believed, of two thirds: of the free a f; 
Mr. BROWN was about to commence reading | this countrys) gyo io | Pe 
a letter which he held in his hand. > |. Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, 
Some members on both sides of the House, :| put a question to hia colleagues o oo ow 
| who had retained their seats, called upon the mem- | Mr. WILMOT yielded the floor for the purpose. 
! bers in the aisles to take their seats. | Mr. STEVENS proceeded. The question which 
| The Crern seconded this request, | he desired to put to hiscolleague wasthis=-whether, 
| great success. : from the verbal intercourse which had. taken:place 
| Mr. BROWN commenced reading his letter of | between him and the gentleman from Indiana, 
i reply to a letter which had been addressed to him <i {Mr. Brown,] he (Mr. WiLmor} had any reason 
| by Mr. WILMOT. | to believe that the committees would be composed 
Demands were made in different sections ofthe | of.a majority of members who were in favor of 
: House, that the Clerk, and not the member, should `i free soil? 
| read the letter. Mr. WILMOT. From the verbal conversations 
| Mr. BROWN expressed confidence’ that he (| which 1 held with the. gentleman from Indiana, 1 
| could make himself heard all over the House. , had reason to believe that a majority of these com- 
A call was aiso made for the reading of the let- |; mittees would be composed of fair northern men. 
į ter to which this letter wasa reply; but Mr. Brown |; [Great laughter over the Hall,.and applause in 
| stated that he had not a copy of that letter with i; some parts.]. : 
| him. 7 iO Mr. WILMOT, (continuing.} Fair northern 
| M men—I say nothing more—and this is the result of 
might be requisite for | inferences drawn by myself from the conversa- 
Í to these gentlemen, as he had said to southern |; tions, and not from any express declaration. on.the 
| gentlemen, that if a proposition were made, by || part of the gentleman from Indiana: - 


Am 


but with no 


r. B. said, that before he yead the letter, it i 
him to say, that he had said |! 


it would | 


| way of amendment toa territorial Lill, to extend | [Several Voices.. Where are the three aces:?] f 
slavery, he, asa Representotive from a free dis- | Mr. STANLY (addressing Mr, Witmor) asked 
i if it was not possible for the House to have a copy 


| trict, could not vote for it. And southern men | I 
|i had replied that they did not expect or ask any | of the letter of the gentleman from Pennsylvania? 


' such thing. | Mr. WILMOT. I have not got a copy of the 
Mr. B. was again proceeding to read the let- letter. : By 
l ter— i Mr. INGE desired to put a question to the gen- 


Some time was lost in the effort to restore order | tleman from Pennsylvania. 
! and induce members to take their seats. i Mr. WILMOT expressed his readiness to an- 
Mr. McLEAN, of Kentucky, urged upon the || swer. . 
|| House the propriety of giving the gentleman its | Mr. INGE. I desire to know what the gentle- 
i silence and attention. ` i, man means by the expression, “ fair northern 
Mr. BROWN now turned to Mr. Wirmor and || men ag 
invited that gentleman to state the substance of the » Mr. WILMOT. Men who should not be put 
| letter he had sent to him, (Mr. B.) i! upon the committees from political considerations 
Mr. BAKER suggested that it would be impos- ` or attachments to party, and especially to this Ad- 
| sible on account of the ill-health of the gentleman | ministration; men who would not give their aid to 
| from Indiana, (Mr. Brown, ] that the House should | stifle the expression of the sentiments of the people 
(| distinetly hear him. | of the North; that is what { mean. 
| Mr. BROWN expressed his confidence that he) Mr. INGE. Then I do not understand that 
| could ao read the letter as that it should be heard |} you mean men committed to the Wilmot proviso? 
| in every part of the House, if members would |, Mr. WILMOT. No, no further committed 
ji only take their seats. 


| than so far:as their action and known opinions 
Mr. WILMOT now rose and addressed the || might be considered as committing them. $ 
| Clerk. : 


| Mr. STANLY was understood (though scarcely 
| Mr. BROWN yielded the floor for the moment. 


|! heard amidst the confusion) to inquire. of the 
Mr. WILMOT said that he had held a conver- 1 gentleman from Pennsylvania ‘{[Mr. Wiumort] 
i gation with the gegtleman from Indiana, [Mr. 


| What that public sentiment was: to which: he 
| Brown,] of which, with the permission of gentle- Pe hege Se d 
| 


Mr. WILMOT. It is that slavery shall go no 


| alluded? 
men, he would state the substance. # He (Mr. W.) i 
: farther. 


expressed to that gentleman the conviction, which 
| he honestly entertained, that the public voice, 1n 
| respect to the great question which now agitated 
| this cobntry, would be stifled in the committees of 
this House. All that he, and those who wereas- 
sociated with him, asked, or desired, was a fair 
! opportunity to give expression to the great public 
i sentiment of the people of the country.. They 
wanted, and they asked, nothing more. All that 
he and his friends had desired at the hands of the 
gentleman from Indians (Mr. Brown] was, that 
‘if he should be elected Speaker of this House, : 
he would so constitute the committees as that |) of the letter ? , 
i they and the constituents whom they represented | Mr. WILMOT said he had no copy. 
| might be heard in this Hall. No stipulation had), Mr. STEVENS desired to know whether. the 
| been entered into, or sought to be entered into, -as | correspondence did not show just the same state of 
| to the particular meh who should be placed on | things as was known to have existed between cer- 
| these committees. They desired that the gentle- i tain gentlemen and Mr. Wsyrarop, previous to the 
: man, if elected, should place upon these commit- i| election of the last-named gentleman as Speaker of 
the Thirtieth Congress? And hewished to Know, 


| tees the best and the ablest men whom the South |! t 
; 1 also, whether there was any -secret article ? , 
Mr. WILMOT. There was no secret article. 


: had sent to represent its interests here, in order i 
| that the views of the South might have a full and |; Mr. WIEVENS again "sired to know whether 
anything had taken place more than that which 


| fair expression through the committees and the ;i 
alls of Congress. The desired, also, that north- |) i 
h i? ¥ à $ took place two years ago with Mr. Wavrunor, 
when certain gentlemen of this House would not 


| ern men, holding the opinions of the North, and |) 
vote for him as Speaker? 


| representing the views of the northern people; F 

: x the c ittees and |i me i ; 

| should also be heard through ommittee: i ra ON ILMOT again briefly explained the cone 
yersation, and remarked that minorities, however 


i the halls of Congress, and that their views ee # 

| pone ena ee aa ae i small, were; in accordance with all usage, entitled 

| "He addressed a note to the gentleman from Us i to re eer the usage of the 

| diana, asking him, substantiali whether, if he |) British Lous : ; 

| : ‘ected Š eaker of the House he would so | He repeated, that he kad not a copy of his lete 

pe j i ; be satisfac i H Jd only state the substance of it briefi 
organize the committees, äs to be satisfactory to H ter. He could on ys i e went Ya 

himeelf and friends? “He (Mr. W:) desired fair l as he had done. The answer of the gentleman 


In reply to another question from Mr. Srawty— 

Mr. WILMOT said, that I believe to be the 
sentiment of two thirds of the northern people, as 
I have stated. i ae 

Mr. W. was understood also. to express: his bei 
lief, that the people of the North were opposed to 
the slave traffic in:the District of Columbia, pte- 
cisely as the. people. of some of the southern 
States were opposed to it within their limits, and 
had made laws prohibiting it. 

Mr. STEVENS. Has the gentleman no copy 
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from Indiana, [Mr. Brown,] if the House would 
listen to‘the reading of it, would. disclose, substan- 
tially, the purport of his (Mr, W..’s) inquiry. 

“Mr. BROWN resumed the floor. 

The Crer ‘made an effort to restore order in 
the Hall. 

Mr. BROWN. -I will read the letter, and then 
make a brief explanation. vey 

Mr. B. read the letter, which. is in the following 
words: : 
; Wasuineron Crrr, 10 December, 1849.. 

Dear Sir: In answer to yours of this date, I 
will state. that, should 1 -be elected Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, I will. constitute the 
Committees on the District of Columbia, on Ter- 
ritories, and on the Judiciary, in such manner as 
shall be satisfactory to yourself, and your friends. 


J am a Representative from a free State, and have | 
always been opposed to the extension of slavery, | 


and believe that. the Federal Government should 
be relieved from the responsibility of slavery, 
where they have the. constitutional power to 
abolish it. lam yours truly, 

W.J. BROWN. 

Hon. Davro Witmor.* 

Phe letter having been read-— . 

Mr. BROWN proceeded to -say: Now, I desire 
to say, that in the conversation which I had with 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania 

Mr. FOWLER interposed to request that the 
letter might be again read,as he had not been able 
to hear it. 

Mr. BROWN said he had read the letter once. 
He desired to proceed with his remarks. 

Mr. STANLY inquired what was the date of 
the letter? : 

The reading of the letter by the Clerk was now 
called for, and it was read by him from the desk. 

Mr. BROWN proceeded to speak. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, asked him to 
yield the floor for a moment. 

Mr. BROWN declined. 

(Some. time was spent in efforts to restore 
order.) 

Mr. BROWN then said that he would detain 
the Flouse but a very few minutes longer. It was 
proper to say that he thought that the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. Winmot] had been ex- 
tremely fair and liberal in his course of conduct. 
lt was also due to himself (Mr. B.) to say, that, 
for one, he could not consent that the committees 
of this House should be so constituted as to favor 
one section of country at the expense or to the 


detriment of another, orso that the voice of any | 
portion of the people, on any great question, | 


should be stifled. Let that question, in all its 
aspects, be brought to the light, and let the whole 
of the people’s representatives act and decide upon 
it, He had stated, in the conversation, that there 
was a grave constitutional question pending. Mr. 
Van Buren had expressed his belief that Congress 
had the power to abolish slavery in the District 


of Columbia; but he had also said that, if a bill | 


having that object in view should be passed, he 
should feel himself compelled to veto it. 
Mr. B.) desired to see placed upon these com- 
mittees the ablest lawyers of the South, so that 
the subject might be fully and fairly investigated. 
He was no sectional man; and, as God was his 


judge, if he had been chosen Speaker of this 


House, he would have constituted the commit- | 


tees in such a manner as to give satisfaction both 
to, the North and the South. He would have 
upon these committees the ablest men, both from 


the North and the South. | 


Mr. B. here paused, and expressed the hope 
that the House would come to order. 

After a brief space he proceeded: 

He would now take occasion to. tender to his 
friends in 
thanks for the manner in which he had been sus- 


tained, and for the very flattering vote which he | 


had received. Fle desired, further, to say, that 
he wished to withdraw his name. 


* DECEMBER 10, 1849. 
Dear Sir: Mm the conversation which I had with you 
this evening, you were free to say, that if elected Speaker 
of the House of Representatives, yon would constitute the 
Committees on Territories, the Judiciary, and the District of 


Columbia, in a manner that should be satisfactory to myself | 


and the friends with whom I have had the honor to act. 
have communicated this to my friends; 
this note, you can give them the same assurance, they will 
give you a cheerful and cordial support. 
Respectfully yours, 
Hon. We. J. Brown, 


I 


D WILMOT. 


He | 


this House his earnest and sincere | 


-and if} in reply to: 


[Some clapping of hands, and other marks of 
satisfaction. } - 
i Mr. BROWN, (continuing.) Theremay be some 
| clapping: yet on the other side of the House. There 


House before we have done. They are not exactly 


chair under circumstances in which my action is 
liable to misrepresentation. I have always opposed 
the agitation of this question. J look upon slavery. 
as one of the compromises of the Constitution; 
and while there is one drop of blood in my veins 
1 will stand. by that institution, and sustain it, as 
guarantied to the South by the Constitution of the 
United States. And I am gratified that I have it 
in my power to say, that I represent, in part, a 
State which will do the same thing. With these 
remarks i shall yield the floor, remarking only that 
I hope my friends will look round and unite upon 
some other gentleman who may meet their desires 
and upon whom they can concentrate their votes. 

Mr. BURT, who had yielded the floor to the 
gentleman from Indiana, now resumed it. 

He said that he was one of the Representatives 
from the southern States who had given his vote, 
with some mistrust, and with great reluctance. to 
the gentleman who had just taken his seat, [Mr. 
Brown.] After that gentleman had become some- 


quiry and solicitude were manifested as to what 
the opinions of that gentleman were upon certain 
subjects. He (Mr. B.) had been spoken ‘to in 
that connection, and had communicated with some 
of his southern friends. 
them, that inasmuch as the gentleman had been 
made the prominent candidate by receiving a very 
large vete on that side of the House, he, (Mr. 
B.,) as an honorable man, could ask no pledges 
from him, and would not; and that the gen- 
tleman from Indiana, if he was an honorable 
| man, would not give any pledges; therefore, he 
i (Mr. B.) could get no information in that way. 
But it was due to himself and to his southern 
friends to say that they had understood the gentle- 
man as standing where the resolution relating to 
Texas had placed him, not that he was a southern 
| man, but, most distinctly that he was not a Wil- 


certain gentlemen on both sides of the House upon 
that question—and, therefore, that he was a fair 
man, not commiited to the South, and not com- 
mitted to the North. These considerations had 
induced him (Mr. B.) and many of his southern 
friends to vote for the gentleman from Indiana. 
And he begged his honorable friend from Virginia 
—from the Accomac district—who had more mi- 
nute information on the subject than he (Mr. B.) 


nications had been made to him. He referred to 
Mr. Bayzy. 

{Cries on both sides of the House, ‘ Hear Bav- 
Ly—hear him.’’] 

Mr. BAYLY. I take pleasure in responfling to 
the inquiries of my friend from South Carolina, 


| Indiana, (Mr. Brown,] and when he began to be 


: made of me as to his opinions and votes on the 
‘ slavery question. Among others, such inquiries 
|| were made of me by my friend from Georgia, [Mr. 
| Wetigorn.] I told him that no one could have 
| taken a more unexceptionable course. When a 
j gentleman from Massachusetts [the late Speaker 
ji of this House, Mr. Winrnrop] had, in 1845, 


the principles of the Wilmot proviso, the member 
from Indiana [Mr. Brown] voted against it; and 


had voted with the southern Democracy upon all 
questions touching the subject of slavery. E as- 
sured him that no one could present a fairer record. 
Tn addition to this, I also informed him that I knew 
the member while he was in office, and I thought I 


ject of slavery and the Wilmot proviso in every 
form and shape in which it could be presented. 
He (Mr. Wetiporn] suggested to me to have a 
: conversation with the member. J did so. 
him of the pledge I had made for him.- He assured 


|i I repeated to many gentlemen besides my friend 


i from Georgia, [Mr. Weiiporn.} Pa 


will be some clapping yet on the other side of the | 


out of the woods yet. I would scorn to occupy that | 


vf 


what a candidate for the Speakership, much in- | 


He had said to some of 


| possessed, to rise up now and state what commu- | 


{Mr. Burr.] Tt was known that I had served in y 
the Twenty-eighth Congress with the member from || 


i spoken of as Speaker, frequent inquiries were | 


moved an amendment to the Oregon bill containing | 


that, upon all other occasions, as far as I knew, he ! 


knew his sentiments well; and that I would pledge | 
myself he was opposed to the agitation of the sub- | 


E told | 


i me I was perfectly safe in doing so. This remark | 


Having said thus much in response to my friend 
from South Carolina, [Mr. Burr,] I feel it due 
to say a word or two in reference to myself. Sir, 
had I known of the existence and character of the 
correspondence which has just been read, and of 
the interviews preceding it, no earthly considera- 
tion would have induced me to vote as l did. 
And lam quite sure that such would have been 
the feeling of the great mass of the members on 
this side of the House. 

When the gentleman from. North Carolina 
{Mr. Stanty] and the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts [Mr. AsHmun] made their remarks, | was 
highly indignant, as the House saw at thetime. E 
| thought their insinuations most unfounded and 

illiberal. But I rejoice now that they were made, 
and I thank them for them. They have led to æ 
disclosure to which the country was entitled; and 
it has been made in time, thank God, to save us 
from a load of obloquy. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, (Mr. Burr fur- 
ther yielding,) said he was one of those who had 
reluctantly voted for the gentleman from In- 
diana, [Mr. Brown,] upon three several votings. 
He had done so, being deceived by the assurances 
of that gentleman, made to southern gentlemen 
upon this floor, as to the position which that gen- 
Ueman occupied. He felt it due to himself and 
to the constituency which he had the honor to 
represent upon this floor, to ask of this louse 
(what he had no hope they would grant) for leave 
to change his vote from Mr. Brown, and place it 
upon the record for some gentleman who wore but 
one face—for some gentleman who is true, either 
to the South or the North; for some gentleman, 
sir, who is not pdinting back with one hand to a 
record that is favorable to southern views, with 
| an assurance that that record contains and reflects. 
his present views, while at the same moment he 
is signing a pledge to violate every principle of 
i, that record with the other. He therefore asked 
i| leave of the House to change his votes, for they 
|i had been cast under a misapprehension of the facts 
ij in relation to Mr. Brown’s true position, and even 


| 
| 
| 
| 


then reluctantly. 
| Mr. BURT resumed ‘the floor, remarking that 
‘| he had but a word more to say. They had all been 


| mot proviso man—that he occupied the position of |; assured that the gentleman from Indiana, who had 


i! been made so conspicuous on this occasion, was 
committed against the Wilmot proviso. They: 
| had had full assurances of this character from that 
gentleman and his friends. He ventured to say, if 
| they had known of this correspondence, and the 


|| gentleman’s answer to the gentleman from Penn- 


li sylvania, there was not a southern man in this 
| House but would have regarded it an insult to be 
i asked to vote for him. 
|| Mr. LEVIN next addressed the Clerk, and was 
ji recognized, but yielded to 
| Mr. VENABLE, to whom the floor was given. 
| [Great confusion prevailed] 
| Mr. INGE said he moved to proceed to another 
{| voting. 
i Mr VENABLE, however, held the right to the 
| floor, and yielded momentarily to 
| Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, who wished to say 
|j one word, that he might mot be misunderstood. 
|| He said he stood by what he had said to his south- 
‘tern friends to the letter. In reference to the ex- 
tension of slavery—which he believed none of 
them asked to be effected by the direct order of 
_Congress—if a distinct proposition, by way of an 
|| amendment to a territorial bill, were made in this 
| Hall to extend slavery, he should vote against it. 
i Mr. VENABLE said: I feel it due to myself that 
|| T shall be relieved from occupying, apparently, a 
|| false position. A day or two ago, I declared that 
|| in no event could I vote for a Free-Soiler or an 
Abolitionist. f afterwards voted repeatedly for 
| the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Brown;] and 
| the developments of this morning have disclosed 
the fact that that gentleman was in correspondence 
| with the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Wir- 
i| mor,] the ‘putative father of the Wilmot proviso, 
i as to the arrangement of the committees. The re~- 
marks of the gentleman [Mr. Brown] himself, in his 
i vindication, disclose his opposition to the extension 
| of slavery, and his willingness to give to the peo- 
i ple of this District a vote on the subject of slavery. 
I was ignorant ofall these facts; but from a letter 
received from that gentleman during the late presi- 
dential canvass, I was irresistibly led to the con- 


clusion that he was utterly opposed to Free-Soil- 
li ism in all its aspects. I called on him in the course 
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of the last few days, and before I voted for him, 
and asked him whether he had changed his opin- 
ions on those subjects. i 
tive. Had I known the transaction or opinions 
disclosed this morning, I could not have voted for 
him; and as soon as the correspondence between 
him.and Mr. Wumor waa acknowledged, I de- 
manded that it shouid be read. It has been‘read, 
and the House ahd my constituents will see that 
if I had voted otherwise than T had pledged my- 
self to vote, E have been acting under á misappre- 
hension of facts after due diligence to acquaint 
myself with them. To be deceived presupposes 
no dereliction of duty, if proper measares have 
. been adopted to get poasession of the truth. 

Mr. ROBINSON next addressed the House, 
saying that he regretted exceedingly that he felt it 
his duty to take the floor on this occasion, but 
there appeared to be something likea ground-swell 
here against his colleague, [Mr. Brown,] or, at 
least, a very unnecessary and gratuitous state of 
excitement against him, which he thought gentle- 
men who were now foremost in it would regret 
when they reflected a little. The cause of the ex- 
citement—this correspondence—surprised him as 
much as it did any one else, for he had never 
heard of it before; but still he saw nothing in it, 
properly explained, to justify this fierce hunting 
him down—nothing in it dishonorable or incon- 
gistent with the position he occupied. There is 
nothing in it justifying the conclusions gentlemen 
have drawn from it. It discloses no pledge—it 
does not intimate that my colleague has indicated 
political sentiments to the Free-Soilers, which his 
friends from the South did not know, or have 
reason to suppose he held. 

Gentlemen say they voted for him exp 
was oppose 
there anything in this brief corresponde 
ing that he is not? Nota word of it. 
it is true, that he is opposed to the extension of 
slavery; and who, ina free State, is not? There 
are non-interference men there, to be sure—men 
who desire to keep this question out of Congress, 
and | have always understood my colleague to be 
one of them. His district and mine join each 
other; and, throughout his canvass, I understood 
he took the non-interference ground—was against 
the Wilmot proviso, but still was against the ex- 
tension of slavery also. 

Gentlemen in the South, even distin 


ecting he 


nce show- 


guished Sen- 


ators and others, have ex pressed themselves against | 


the further extension of slavery; yet they are op- 
posed to any action of Congress, as I understand 
my colleague is, to prevent it. $o much, then, for 
the allegation as to his provisoism. 

A sentence is torn from his letter to the genile- 
man from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Witmor,] which, 
isolated and unconnected with anything else, gives 
color to the idea that he has given a strong pledge 
to the Free-Soilers; but taken and explained in 
connection with the previous verbal communica- 
tions which passed between ‘them on the same 
subject, and to which it directly referred, and what 
iait? What does it amount to? My colleague 
says in his letter, “ the committees shall be organ- 
ized in such a manner as to be satisfactory to you 
and your friends.” Well, now, let us refer to the 
conversations which had previously passed between 
these gentlemen to sce what would be satisfactory. 
HeiMr. Witmot] says: “ I don’t ask to be placed 
in any particular position, on any particular com- 
mittee; nor do my friends. All we ask is, that in 
making up your committees touching this slavery 
question, all sections shall be fairly represented. 
We want the voice of no section or party stifle 
or smothered by packing the committees.’ Mr. 
Brown answers, ‘ Certainly, all have a right to 
be heard.” Now, suppose a committee was con- 
gtituted—a majority, for instance, of non-interfer- 
ence men, if you please—and then a minority of 
proviso men, mixed up with an extreme souinern- 
address man or two, and a one-idea Free-Soiler 
from the North; would not such a commitiee be 
one which would represent all parties? Or you 
might change its order and arrangement, bat still 
combine the same elements. Now, this is all that 
my colleague is pledged to ta this letter, if pledge 
itbe. And is there a gentleman here who will say 
that such a general, and, as it seems to : 
versally acceptable sentiment, Is an improper one! 

But it seems that this thing of writing letters 
when a candidate, is anomalous, novel—nay, dis- 
honorable. | understood a gentleman from South 


He replied in the nega- 


d to the Wilmot proviso. Well, is | 


He says, | 


ifled | 


me, uni- | 


Carolina [Mr. Burr] to say that- no honorable 
man would ask pledges of a candidate, nor give 
them. “Now, the gentleman must differ in his no“ 
tions of honorable conduct from many of his south- 
ern friends, for I have understood that several let- 


northern men, whose names were used in connec- 
tion with the Speakership, propounding certain 
interrogatories in reference to the slave question, 
and distinctly making a satisfactory answer to 
them a sine qua now to their votes. This has been 
done repeatedly since we attempted to organize 
this House. ~ 

This is quite a new idea to me, that it is im- 
proper fora man when ¢coandidate to answer ques- 


honorable; and though this is the first I ever heard 
of this letter, and though I think my colleague acted 
imprudently in writing it, still there is, I must in- 
sist and repeat, nothing in it, taken in connection 
with the previous conversation to which it alluded, 
and to which both he and the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Witmor] testify to, that justi- 
fies the imputation of duplicity, deceit, or dishonor. 

Mr. BURT explained that what-he had said 
was, that when a gentleman was placed promi- 
nently before the House asa candidate for Speaker, 
as an honorable man he would ask no pledges | 
| from him, and he, as an honorable man, could 
give none. He adhered to that position. Cer- 
tainly the gentleman from Indiana did not mean 
to intimate that he (Mr. B.) had ever addressed a 
letter of this description to anybody. i 

Mr. ROBINSON was understood to disclaim , 
| any such intention. 

Mr. STANTON obtained the floor, 
for explanation to 

Mr. WOODWARD, who said he was one of 
those who thought they might put a question to a 
candidate as to his political creed; but he sustained 
the gentleman from Indiana (Mr. 
position which had been taken by him, 
would give no pledges as to the manner in which 
he would constitute the committees, in case he 
should be elected. That, he apprehended, was 
what his colleague [Mr. Burt] meant; not that he 
| should conceal his potititical principles, but that 
he should give no pledge as to the manner in which 
he would constitute the committees. He sus- 
tained ‘the gentleman from Indiana in that posi- 
tion. He thought it was an honorable one. 

Mr. HUBBARD (Mr. Sranron further yield- 
| ing the floor) said that it was he who had ad- 
dressed the letter to the gentleman from Indiana 
which had been referred to. He had only re- 
; quired non-interference—nothing more. And he 
i preferred a man from the North, that they (the 
South) might show that they were willing to offer 
something or’ the altar of our common Union. He 
had made that declaration to his constituents at 
home, and after his arrival here he had addressed 
the gentleman from Indiana a letter requesting that 
he would call upon him. The gentleman came, 
and showed him the record of his past course. 
With that he (Mr. H.) was satisfied. The gen- 
tleman said something in reference to what would 
be his course in appointing the committees. Í 
(Mr. H.) had told him he wanted to hear nothing 
about that; that he did not believe any man de- 


and yielded 
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ters have been written by southern gentlemen to |; 


tions. It may be imrolitic, but certainly not dis- | 


Brown] in the |, 
that he |) 


He | 


Las 


I have but one word more to say. It is,.th 
feel myself, in common with every southern: gen- 
tleman in the same position; deeply indebted to 
those few gentlemen’ on this side of the House, 
who had the courage, and the foresight, so far tò 
break party ties, as to arrest the election of the 
gentleman from Indiana. I take this occasion 
publicly to express my thanks to those gentlemen, 
for having thus prevented the abominable consum- 
mation which was so near being effected. 

Mr. McMULLEN said he regretted exceed-" 
ingly to throw himself before this House, it being 
the first time in his life in which he had attempted 
| to say a word ina deliberativeassembly. But hav- 
ing been called upon by the gentleman from Mary- 
land, (Mr. Evans,] he felt it due not only to that 
gentleman, but to himself and his constituents, that 
he should respond to the interrogatory of the gen- 
tleman. Anxious as he was to see the House of 
Representatives organized, he had had his fears.as 
| to the gentleman from Indiana, on this great ques- 
tion. But these fears had been allayed by con- 
versations which he had held with various gentle- 
men from the South. They could judye, then, 
what was his astonishment upon hearing the rumor 
last night at the National Hotel, that the, gentle- 
man from Indiana had given some pledges to these 
very distinguished Free-Soil gentlemen. He (Mr. 
! McM.) had then remarked to a gentleman, that 
if he could satisfy himself of that fact, he was 
one man from the South who would not vote for 
the gentleman from Indiana. He had then been 
introduced to the gentleman. He did not sat- 
isfy him that the charge was unfounded, but 
said that he would bring proofsto him (Mr. McM.) 
‘this morning. These proofs had not been pro- 
|! duced, and his (Mr. McM .’s) mind not being sat- 
| isfied, he claimed his privilege as an humble mem- 
ber, being called upon to cast his vote, to intterro- 
gate the gentleman from Indiana. He bad stated 
to him that he was charged by Madame Rumor 
with having given a pledge to the Free-Soil gen- 
tlemen, that, in the event of his being elected 
Speaker, they should be taken care of. The gen- 
tleman stated that those gentlemen had called upon: 
him, and that he had said to them that ‘he could 
give no pledge in advance of his election, except 
that, in the organization of the Committee’ on the 
| District of Columbia and other committees, he 
|! would endeavor to place each gentleman where he 
$ ought to stand; Or, in other words, that he would 
i place gentlemen upon the respective committees 
|| according to their respective talents and standing. 
| He was pleased to hear that declaration from. the 
i gentleman. He had then asked him if he had ’ 
given any written pledge to these gentlemen, and .. 
il had received the reply that he had not. After- 
wards, in co ion with his colleague, (Mr. 


served a place on the floor who would require to 
know how the committees should be constituted 
before he gave his vote. 
when the gentleman from Indiana became a candi 
date, and consented to address others, he would | 
have furnished him (Mr. H.) with a copy of what | 
he had written to Mr. Wirmor. He (Mr. H.) 
had addressed the letter to th 
asked non-interference. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, said: No man 
can regret more than ido, the necessity for this 
discussion. But I donot regret, since the facts | 
existed, that they have been brought to light. 
feel it incumbent upon me, sir, 
explanation. l-am unfortunately among those | 
who voted for the gentleman from Indiana—even © 
«to the bitter end.” Like all those gentlemen from — 
the South who gave him the same support, 
assurances, thet in his canvass before the people 
he had boldly taken ground against that meusare, 
which has produced all our difficulties, and exposed i 
the Union itself to such imminent danger. l did | 

not, for one moment, deem it possible that he: 
! could seek an alliance with the authors of this mis- 
chief—much less, that he could descend to the | 


i 
| 
| 
| 


He did expect, however, |: 


e gentleman, and only |; 
©, therefore begged pardon for 


i 
Ti: 
to say one word in | 


t, I had |: 


nversati 
Bavty,] he (Mr. McM.) had told him that he 
need have no fears upon this subject; that he had 
had a conversation wil 


h the gentleman from In- 
diana. 


He repeated his regret that he had been called 
out in this unexpected way; but he had considered ° 
this statement due to his colleague, to this House, 
and, more especially, to his constituents. He 
having trespassed 
Ifthe had a hope of 
would moat assured- 
man from Ten- 
e of the House 


Hi 


i 
1 


upon the time of the House.’ 
his request being granted, he 
ly adopt the course of the gentle 
nessee, {Mr. Harrys, } and ask leav 
to change his vote. But he knew, under the par- 
liamentary law, he had not that right. When the 

for-another vote, he would 


time came, however, 
show to the House and the country where he 


would stand. 
Mr. BROWN, 


i 
| 
‘of Indiana, desired ‘to say, in 
reference to a`remark of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. Me MULLEN, ] that he had never made 
any pledge as to what place he would assign gen- 
lamen in constituting the committees, in case he 


i 


iw 


li were elected Speaker. 


f Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, rose and 


z 


. 
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; that whilst he felt.deeply mortified at the oc- 
cutrence which had. taken place, yet he regarded | 
itas better that. these developments should have | 
been made before the House had come to a final | 
result, rather. than afterwards. He thought the 
House was not sufficiently composed to make any 
further-efforts towards organization to-day ; that it 
Was not prepared to go.on further with the busi- 
ness: at this. time; and he hoped that, by general 
consent, an adjournment would be agreed to. 

Objections were made. |. y ; 

Mr. T. submitted: the motion that the House 
adjourn until to-morrow, at twelve o’clock. | 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, demanded 
tellers. Da 7 

Mr. DUNHAM appealed to Mr. Tuompson, of 
Mississippi, to withdraw the motion to adjourn for 
a few moments, to enable him (Mr. D.) to say a 
few wordy. 

After some hesitation, Mr. T. withdrew the 
motion, on the pledge of Mr. Dunnam to renew it. 

Mr. DUNHAM then said: I had not expected, 
Mr. Clerk, to mingle in this discussion, if discus- | 
sion it may be called, nor do I wish, in the least, | 
to add to this, in my opinion, uncalled-for excite- 
ment; but I cannot sit idly by and hear my col- | 
league reproached with improper conduct in this | 
matter, denounced as an Abolitionist and a Free- 
Soiler, and this transaction stigmatized as dishon- 
orable, without at least expressing a wish that gen- | 
tlemen from the South will be a little more specific 
in their charges and denunciations. 1 think it is 
high time we should know exactly wherein this 
transaction is by them considered dishonoratle;— 
what it takes, In their. opinion, to make a Free- 
Soiler—an Abolitionist.: Is it dishonorable for a 
gentleman who is a candidate for a high office, 
when addressed a letter by another gentleman of | 
equal respectability, who wishes to give him his į 
voie,in reference to the manner in which the duties | 
of that office are to be discharged, to give a respect- 
ful answer? : 

Mr. KAUFMAN. Will the gentleman from 
Indiana eliow me toask him a question? 

Mr. DUNHAM. Certainly, sir.” 

Mr. KAUFMAN. Does the gentleman from 
Indiana consider it honorable fur a gentleman who 
is a candidate for a high office, in which different 
portions of the Union, embracing different inter- 
ests, are interested, to make distinct pledges to the 
representatives of one portion, and deny or con- 
ceal -uch pledges from those of another? 

Mr. DUNHAM. It is a sufficient awswer for 
me to say, that I have yet to learn that the devel- 
opmenthitherto made, or which can be made, shows 
such a case. What improper. pledge is contained 
ia this letter? 1 will admit, if you separate it from 
the conversation between the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvanie [Mr. WiLmor) and my colleague, which 
preceded it, out of which it grew, and which 
properly and rightfully forms its contexi—if you 
isolate it, you may torture from it a meaning it 
was never intended to bear. Bat Task gentlemen | 
if thes is fair? fs it right? Is it the way in which, 
+n oar courts of justice, in the ordinary transac- 
tions of life, written instruments or verbal conver- 
Sations are construed? Flere is where I think the i 
gentlemen from the Sonth have gone astray, and || 
have dore my colleague (unintentionally, 1 pre- || 
sume) gross injustice. Hi 

When you take this letter in connection with | 
that conversation, I defy the gentleman to point 
out any impropriety in the assurances there given. 
That conversation, as shown by both gentlemen, 
amounted to this: The gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania complained that the House had always | 
hitherto been so organized and the committees 
thereof so arranged that the opinions and senti- 
ments entertained by himself and those acting 
with him had been stifled, and never been permit- 
ted to be fairly heard upon this floor, to go out 
from here to the world; that all they asked was, 
not that committees should be so arranged as that 
a majority even should be favorable to these views, 
but simply that the commiliees should be fairly consti- 
tuted; that those entertaining such opinions should 
be placed upon committees in proportion to their 
numbers and according to their relative position in 
the House; that in their arrangement every portion | 
of the Union should be fairly and rightfully repre- 
sented, and have a chance to be heard upon this 
floor. With this they would be satisfied. Mark the 
language, for this is the key to the true meaning 
of this letter. To all this, what could, what ought 


f 


| 
[i 
| 
l 


H 


| my colleague, as an honorable man, as a national 
man—which i know.him to-be in feeling—to reply, 
other than what he did, that this request was but 
just and reasonable? . Now, sir, it was this eon- 
versation: which: gave rise to this letter. : 
“Mr. KAUFMAN. -If the letier of the -gentle- 
man from Indiana [Mr. Brown] had corresponded 


himself to.so constitute the committees that all the 
great interests of the country would be represented, 
‘no honorable man would have objected; but:to 
pledge himself secretly ‘* to constitute the commit- 
tees so as to be satisfactory to Mr. Witmor and 
| his friends,” a small squad of some eight or ten 
disorganizers, making no written reservation in 
favor of the rights or interests of any other party 
or section of the Union, is an insult to those who 
extended to him their confidence not to be patiently 
i endured. 

| Mr. DUNHAM. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania addressed hima letter, simply interroga- 
| ting him whether, in case of his election to the 
Speakership, he would carry out these principles. 


that *‘ should he be elected he will constitute the 
committees on the District of Columbia, the 
Territories, and the Judiciary, in such a manner 
as would be satisfactory to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania and his friends.” Now, sir, what 


| for a moment that, when my colleague penned that 
sentence, he had in his mind the conversation to 


that at the time he believed that all that would 
be necessary to satisfy that gentleman and his 
friends, would be to so constitute the com- 
mittees of this House, that every portion of the 


resented, and have an opportunity to be fairly 
heard? Then, sir, lask gentlemen, if in this note 


i| my colleague has undertaken to do, should he be 


elected, anything more than, as ań honeat and an 


i| upright man, as a true republican, he would 


have been bound to do, had no assurances been 
given? I should like to know, sir, if there ia a 
man upon this floor who dare rise in his place, 
i and in the face of the American people say he 
| wishes this House so organized, these committees 
so constituted, that a portion of the people shall 
have their opinions stifled in this House; that they 
shall not be heard here, and that they shall not be 
permitted to give their opinions to their country- 
men upon this floor; in short, sir, that they shall 
be ostracized in the halls of their National Legisla- 
ture? Sir, there is not a man here that dare do it. 

Then, sir, as to the Abolitionism which has 
been charged to my colleague—— 


Mr. KAUFMAN. We do not charge him with 


J Abolitionism or Free-Sotlism, but with duplicity. 
| Mr. DUNHAM. I beg the gentleman’s pardon; | 


| but if the charge of Abolitionism haa not been re- 
peatedly made on this flsor, I have very much mis- 
heard. Butif the gentlemen dise! 
7 


i 
position to speak for the sake of hearing myself. 
Tam but a young man, sir; this is my first appear- 


i 
| ance upon this floor. I should not have spoken at | 


all, had I not felt it to be my imperative duty to do 
so. l was about simply to add, that if to be in 
principle opposed to the institution of slavery, and 
to its extension—if to claim for Congress the right 


| stitution, where the Constitution clearly gives that 
right, and at the same time to entertain a disposi- 
tion not unnecessarily to agitate the subject—a de- 
termination to stand firmly and sacredly by the 
| compromises ef the Constitution,—makes a man 
an Abolitionist, I can assure the gentlemen they 
will find many Abolitionists in this Union. 

In redemption of his pledge, Mr. D. then moved 
that the House adjourn. 
| The yeas and nays were aske 
adjourn, and were refused. 

And the question having been then taken, and 
decided in the affirmative— 

The House adjourned until to- 
o’clock. 


d on the motion to 


morrow, at twelve 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, December 13, 1849. 
The Journal of yesterday having been read— 
Mr. MASON asked leave to withdraw from the 
files of the Senate the papers of the heirs of Colo- 
nel David Morgan. 


with the alleged conversation, orifhe had pledged: 


He on this point merely replies in this letter, | 


| does this assurance amount to? Can any one doubt | 


which I have before alluded? Does any one doubt | 


people of this Union might in them be fairly rep- | 


t aim those charges, | 
do not wish to pursue the subject. I have no dis- | 


| to exercise its discretion in the control of that in- j 


i 
t 
i 
j 
i 
H 
i 
t 
i 
i 
i 


| 
| 


| 


| be, however, that m 


Mr. UPHAM. 1 would inquire what is the 
object which the honorable Senator has in view in 
moving to withdraw these papers? _ f 

Mr. MASON.. 1 do itat the request ofa mem-. 
ber of the. House ‘of. Representatives from. the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, who informs me that 
they were presented many years ago, and. that he 
desires to ascertain whether they set forth a proper 
case for commutation pay. 

_ Mr. UPHAM. I would inquire whether there, 
has been an adverse report in the case? : 

Mr. MASON. [am not informed of the con- 
dition of the case. A member of the House of 
Representatives, as I have said, from Virginia, 
has desired me to move for the withdrawal of the 
papers, which, he says, were presented many 
years ago; and his object is that they shall be pre- 
sented again to the House, as a foundation fora 
claim for commutation pay. 

Mr. UPHAM. lt has not been usual to with- 
draw papers upon which an adverse report has 
been made; and I think it should not be done, be- 
cause there may be much difficulty arising from it. 
I have known papers to be withdrawn and sent to 
the other end of the Capitol after an adverse report 
made by a committee of which I was a member, 
and among them were papers of much importance. 
It is a thing that ought not to be done. If the 
object ofthe motion is to withdraw the papers from 
thefiles for the purpose of referring them toa more 
appropriate committee, it is perfectly proper; but 
l think there is an impropriety in withdrawing 
original papers upon which an adverse report has 
been made, unless for that purpose. 

Mr. MASON. Iam informed by the Senator 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. Srurcgon] that these 
papers have been already withdrawn. I will there-. 
fore withdraw my motion for the present, but 
without at all conceding that the Senator from 
Vermont [Mr. Uruam] is right in the opposition 
that he makes to the withdrawal of the papers. 

Mr. STURGEON. It is my impression that 
these papers were withdrawn from the files of the 
Senate some time during the last session. Tt ma 
y recollection in regard to it 
is not correct. ° 

Mr. MASON. I withdraw the motion for the 
present. f ; 

The motion was accordingly withdrawn. : 

After an interval of some time, and there being 
no business before the Senate— ` ; 

On motion, the Senate adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Turourspay, December 13, 1849. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, rose and said, 
that he would ask leave of the House to cffer the 
resolution which he would send to the Clerk’s 
desk. ; 
The resolution was read, as follows: 
Resolved, That Hower. Cons, of Georgia, is hereby 
chosen Speaker of the House of Representatives of the 
Thirty-first Congress. , 

Mr. BROWN remarked, that he had been in- 
duced to offer this resolution without any consult- 


i| ation with his political friends, and without having 


given the remotest intimation to his friend from 
Georgia [Mr. Cogs] of his intention of so doing, 
as he was sure if he had intimated his intention 
to the gentleman, he would have been denied the 
privilege of making this motion. Ee wassincerely 
desirous of seeing an end put to these protracted 
votings for Speaker. They had been engaged in 
this unprofitable business for nine days, and they. 
were now jast where they commenced on the first 
morning of the session. Not only were they with- 
outa Speaker, but without a candidate for Speaker. 
It was well known that the political party to which 


ii he belonged had a majority in this House—imprac- 


ticable, it was true, but still a majority; and al- 
though they had heretofore failed to concentrate 
upon any candidate in sufficient force to elect him, 
still they had approximated nearer that point than 
their opponents had. There was a little portion 
of the Democratic party who refused to vote with 
the great majority of the party; but not only was 
there a like portion of the Whig Free Soilers who ~ 
refused to vote with the large body of their party, 
but a portion of the southern Whigs who also re- 
fused to act with their party. Under these cireum- 
stances it must be apparent to evéry one, that un-- 
less something else were done than to continue 


1849. 


could be effected. :: for Speaker ad infinitum? 
The gentleman proposed in that resolution, he | ia pen 50) Ne vania, obtained 
believed it was admitted on all sides of the House, i thes ea 


on al floor, and yielded for an explation to 
presented as many qualifications for the office as :. r. ROOT, who referred ta. an error made in 


any other member of the House. That he was the report by the Globe of his remarks of yester- | 
in which he had been made to refer to the late |; i 


eminently qualified in every respect. wag admitred 
by his political opponents, whose. opposition: to 
him was entirely confined to the difference of their 


i: day; 
:: Speaker of the House, (the honorable gentleman 
olitial opini ed to rence ol í from Maseachusetts,) and to say that that gentle- 
lical opinion, Beng in a oe san) | tne chad ta commited of the House, com” 
were entitled to the Speaker: he knew. of no good i meas oF three Whigs and ‘ree Deroerats. “He 
reason why they should not- have the Speaker. | had made no allusion to. the honorable gentleman 

Certainly, if their political opponents were in a |: from Massachusetts; he presumed the gentleman 

majority here, he believed it would be right and i had not so understood him, and he regrotted that 

fair that they should have the Speaker. But both | anybody who had not heard him should have been 
parnenihad tried, over and A A f R io suppone he conid Here made such an allusion 
< , ` ni t . 
effect an organization; upon whom would the re- | had oe ome allusion o ce en de Pin atts 
sponsibility testi A migat be snid that i woulo Georgia, and in that part of his remarks had leaned 
patiye But could any considerable in of i i ee ei Wor agra ae ark eee 
rest upon the Democratic party? Though they |! The worst of it waa; ihat he (Mr. R) had “had 
had failed to concentrate with sufficient force upon |! it in his power to prevent the mistake, having had 
suite a re elect him; still it could not e i the report submitted to him before publication, and 

expect tinh, Belg ine eT eed || ke WINTHROP b i Menge naure À 

3 re from ; i r- egged leave to assure the 
to him that the Whig party, some considerable f gentleman from Ohio, that owing to the ** noise and 
RRA them at leant migat ment them (fhe De- |! confusion ” of oe Hall he kad not accurately 

upon the candidate whom he had pre- |: heard tne r of the gentleman r had h 

sented—a candidate universally nclnowtedged to i vhe core But without having heard oe 
be eminently qualified to preside over the deliber- from his knowledge 
ations of this body and direct its proceedings. He that he intended 
spoke for himself alone, he was willing that a fair į ` 
division of the offices of the House should take :: 
place between the Whigs and Democrats, if it | 
could be made acceptable to their political oppo- 
nents. He applauded the generous sentiments ex- 

ressed by the gentleman from North Carolina || if the gentleman was going to offer a distinct prop- 
(Mr: Branky] at rio pad mid Ms was |: cea he preferred drat to submit the remarks, 

g to see a Democratic Speaker elected. |, which he had to ma e : 

Mr, STANLY. Not at all. I said no such |; Mr. BUTLER, however, was allowed to sug- 
thing. FEEN " gest that the proposition of the gentleman from 
i im PRONN You wee eT much misun- |; Mississippi be received in blank, and that the 

erstood in this quarter of the House then. l: 

Mr. STANLY. [ said plainly, that sooner than || votes would fall this morning, to fill the blank; that 
that this House should continue disorganized, L;i the name receiving the highest number of votes 
would take a Democratic Speaker; and I say so i; should be inserted, and the vote of the House then 
nawe hile up, wr me Ank thie gentleman ae be taken upon ee If it did not carry 

nts a Democratic majority here? Does he in- + in that form, that the name 
clude the Wilmot proviso men in his party? . l highest number ‘of votes should be inserted, and 
a Mr. BROWN replied, if we exclude the Free- | the zote aain iuan apon ne ial pa thas fled; 

oilers on both sides, the Democrats have a ma- | Mr. OM N, of Pennsylvania said: Mr. 
jority over the Whigs. If you count them on |! Clerk, I am about to offer a resolution; but before 
on S dividing heim according to nei party i doing o, I will avail myself of ne privilege thera 
predilections, we still have a majority of+one, and | have taken, of making some remarks to precede 
this. if -all the seats were Socapieds bat it is the | it. We have now been nine or ten days endeavor- 
misfortune of the Whigs to have four absentees— ii ing to organize this House by the election of a 
Mr, Kine of Georgia, Mr. Gentry of Tennessee, i presiding officer. We have heretofore failed. 
Mr. Junta of Indiana, and Mr. Patrrey of Mas- vastly important, that we 


i| That it is important, ; 
sachusetts, who had failed of his election. This |! should organize, every gentleman, I think, must 
gives us the advantage by five votes. 


;' yet read the report. 
i read them, he felt quite sure, 
}i of the courtesy of that gentleman, 
' no disrespect. 

‘Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, addressed the 
| Clerk, intimating that he wished to propose a mod- 
|) ification of Mr. Brown’s resolution. 

Mr. THOMPSON claimed the floor, and said 


by ballot; 


We all |: feel. The country is becoming alarmed at the 

know, if you exclude the Free-Soilers entirely, i state of affairs existing here. We are sent here 

counting them on neither side, our majority is not || with ihe assent of all eur constituents on one point, 

thereby diminished, but is increased by two or |, and thatis, to organize, to get into. a position by 

three votes. : i which we might discass and decide great questions 
He did not intend to demand that a vote should | interesting to the country. We were expected to 

be taken upon the resolution. His object in in- |; organize—all agreed upon this. The diversity of 

troducing it had been that he might have an op- `: opinion, if it must exist on any or all subjects, 

portunity, on his own responsibility alone, to cali | must follow this organization. We have been 

upon the Whigs, if they were desirous of organ- |! elected to constitute a Congress—we must do that, 

izing the House, to unite with them to accom lish `; or disappoint all our constituents. Why have we 

that object. They being in a gior o bet- t not organized? We have taken positions before 

ter do it than to ask them (the Democrats) to come || 

over to them. If no pee desired to discuss || id some way be receded from—somebhody must 

the resolution he would now withdraw it. ‘recede. Fow is it to be done? But this is not 
Mr. LEVIN wished to ask a question of the | the most important part of the proposition 1 mean 

SMe BROWN. Certain [19 offer, Te may tonne gentleman who may, 

. ‘ ertainly. | ant to orga r some geneman w 3 
Me LEVIN wished to koow of the gentleman || 19 feh be selected ka ad sein who has ele- 
what course of reasoning it was, if the Demo- |: vated him to the responsibie postion. 

Be had a majority here, that he had come to the : man from Ohio, a few days since, proposed to bal- 

conclusion that the Whigs, being the minority, | lot for Speaker. 1 ; the re 

were responsio Tortie AAAY the Hoose? i because Ea se could still elect by the 
Mr. BRO replied that he had. considered it | course atog nå in 

unnecessary to Sentai what every gentleman , years. This expectation 

knew, that a portion of that majority was made |; expedient must be adopted. 

up of Free-Soil Democrats, who had heretofore | 

refused to act with the great body of their party, `| 

as the Whig Free-Soilers had re fused to act with i; pa 

theira; and without them they (the Democrats) |; the fature. 

_were unable to command a majority of the votes of ii something else. 


i ig | f such 
the House. The question was, whether the Whig || Speaker of ; : 
party would lead them sufficient support to elect a || these exciting questions—not at all, sir. 


these ‘party votings, no choice at all of Speaker man, or whether they should continue their votings 


|| ject—with uneasiness. 


House proceed, not knowing exactly where their | 


the country that are hard to recgde from. It must: 


A gentle- 
I voted against the resolution, |. 


practice for the last ten | 
has failed. Some other | 
This is the only one, 
| the one which Lam about to propose, viz: to vote 
that scems to vary the monotony of the 
st, and present a prospect of an organization in 
Let us try it—if not. successful, try. 
I do not think the election of 


reat consequence in relation. to: |, inga z 5 
ý tj All he || the pecaliar views of the Speaker, appeared to 


could do would be, to 
any of the committee 


i 


! 10k, 
| of th : 


|; maintain his principles, he would be equally 
i| of prejudices or | 
; suppose. 
of the House: the House has the power in their 


$ 

| 

| with my respected. friend from Mississippi, [Mr. 
; THomeson,} that it implies a want of independ-. 
ij ence anywhere ito ; 
| vote by ballot. It may conduce not only to the. 
| independence of the members ‘here, but also to; 
| the. independence of the. Speaker, when elected. 
j| Sir, L desire an -organization of this body. The 
|| country is looking on with anxiety on the sub». 
5 The country is alarmed, 
It will go. forth: to the world, that- 


j atthe delay. y 
|, dangers exist in organizing the. Congress. of the 
| United States. It will be felt everywhere. Let; 
us avoid this impression, if possible, and. quiet. 
\| fears. I desire no shelter or secrecy for my vote.. 
iT care not who knows how I shail vote. It 
| may or may not be unniversally so. Try the 
jexperiment. If it does not prove successful, 
‘abandon it. I offer the following resolution: 
ii Resolved, That the members present will proceed to vote, 
y, by ballot, for Speaker, and will, under the resolution, con- 
' tinue to balfot until four o’clock this day, unless a Speaker 
li he sooner elected; and that no motion to adjourn, or for an 
|, other purpose, shall be made until the hour above-name: 
shall have arrived. ? 


i 


|| Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, rose and dē- 
| sired to be informed by the Clerk, how many 


l resolutions could be piled one upon another? 
| The CLenk replied, that was a question which’ 


i 
4i 


1 


receiving the next |, ihe House, and not the Clerk, must decide. 


| Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, said that, 
| he should riot have offered the resolution which he. 
|! had presented, but for the supposition that the 
i gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Brown] did not: 
|| expect to take a vote on his resolution; that fivas- 
| much as theré was no désire to debate ityhe would’ 
not urge it to a vote. Under this impression it was 
| that he had offered his resolution. ir 


i 

| 

| Mr. CARTTER offered the following resolu- 
+} tion: : 

| Resolved, ‘That any person who mty be elected Speaker- 
fi of this House shall be divested of the power to. eqnstruct: 
| the District, and Territorial Committees, and that the same 
i| shall be made by a vote of the House.’ 


Mr. THOMAS stated that in the Globe and In- 
| éelligencer of this morning, credit was given to. him 
| for some remarks which had been made by his 
|, honorable colleague, (Mr. Harris,] and he deemed 
it a matter of justice to. that gentleman thus ta 
| notice the mistake. 
| While up, he would occupy the attention. of the 
| House only to add, that in company, he believed, 
| with almost the entire Democracy of the South, 
| he hed yesterday voted for the member from, fns; 
|| diana; and that he should not have voted-for, him, : 
‘ had he known the facts as they were subsequently 
H disclosed. He supposed this to be-the feeling of 
'| the entire southern Democracy—at least of the 
! Democracy from his own State in this House. 
Mr. CARTTER said, that the. House was in- 
| volving itself in a premature controversy on the 
subject of slavery, and was presenting itself before 
| the country in the ridigulous attitude of making a. 
|! grave issue upon a mere ceremonial matter. The» 
purpose. to be accomplished by the election: of 
| Speaker, as he humbly conceived, was not to-indi- 
4 cate the political sentiments of the House espe- 
cially, but to resolve themselves into an; organized 
< attitude, to carry out the sentiments of the people, 
“and no-longer to present the aspect of disorgani- 
il gation and disorder; and for gentlemen represent- 
‘ intelligent constituencies to make an issue upon 


{ 
| 
| 
i 
} 
i 
| 
| 
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him beneath the mind of the House, and incon- | 
sistent with due deference to its character. He 

proposed that. some gentleman, well qualified in 

all the elements of statesmanship, and in all the | 
tactics of parliamentary law, should be chosen to 

preside over the deliberations of the House; and 

that the composition of the two most important | 
committees—-which was, in fact, the cause of all | 
the difficulties they had encountered in attempting | 
to organize—should be left to be decided by the 
House. He argued, that a Speaker should be 
elected, not so much with reference to his peculiar 
local views, (which he was not expected to carry 
outin the administration of the office,) as with 
reference to his general qualifications and abilities, 
and urged. gentlemen on ail sides to come forward | 
and put an end to the disorganized attitude in 
which they had presented themselves since the 
meeting of Congress: | 

Mr. MEADE said: Neither of the resolutions 
before the House strikes at the root of the evil 
which affects the House. We have been acting 
for eight days a farce before the people, at a cost 
to them of $3,000 a day, which all will agree is 
becoming less and less entertaining. The cause 
which has prevented the organization of the House 
is the fear of the introduction of bills before the ; 
House from certain committees which will pro- 
duce discussion and agitation on a question which 
threatens the peace and integrity of the country— | 
bills which, if passed, will either destroy this Con- 
federacy, or enslave a large portion of it. Under 
the pressure of the present difficulties which sur- 
round us, a fair opportunity is offered to draw 
forth from both sides of the House all the con- 
servative materials of which each is composed. I 
have anxiously looked for some Curtius from the 
North, who, regardless of personal consequences 
to himself, willleap into the gulf which yawns 
for the peace and happiness of this Union. Sir, 
let a proposition be made and supported by those 
who are desirous of crushing this demon of dis- 
cord, for the purpose ‘of uniting the conservatism | 
on both sides, in opposition to any measure which 
shall look to the abolition of slavery in the Dis- 
trict, or a prohibition of it in the Territories. If 
such a proposition should be adopted, I should be 
willing to take a Speaker from either side of the 
House, relying upon him to carry out the views 
thus expressed by a majority of this body. 

But, sir, if the organization of this House is to 
be followed by the passage of these bills—if these 
outrages are to be committed upon my people, I 
trust in God, sir, that my eyes have rested upon 
the last Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
This expression is not the ebullition of feeling; it 
contains sentiments I have well considered and 
often expressed, publicly and privately. They | 
are entertained in common with the people I repre- 

- sent. And E tell gentlemen, if these measures be | 
| 


passed, there will be but one determination at the 
South—one solemn resolve to defend their homes 
and maintain their honor. Let this issue come | 
‘when it may, and you will find every southern ; 
j 


ii fill the office of Speaker—the third only in rank, 


| committees whose appointment was proposed to 
| be taken from the Speaker. 


I| by, it would not answer the purpose. 
| tinue to present itself ina ** disorganized attitude,” 
| 


| through such a loop-hole; and if they got through, 


| course he did not impute to his colleague any such | 
| design, for he took the gentleman to be one of | 


| do. 
|| sought to avoid, would, if it were adopted, re- 


sinew converted into a spring of steel. I do not 
utter this as a threat. Tam proud to believe that | 
our race on both sides of the line are equally brave; | 
i 
| 


but gentlemen will find a difference between men |! 
contending for their firesides, and the robbers who || 


are seeking to despoil them of their rights, and 
degrade them before the world. If there be any 
southern man who would refuse to stand by his 
country in such an emergency, [**There are 
none,” said several voices,} he would not merely 
be execrated by his own people, but his own chil- | 
dren would heap curses upon his grave. f 

Mr. ROOT remarked upon the great difficulty | 
which he had in telling what was the precise ques- : 


i 


| why, the sooner the better. 
i House was organized; for he took it, that if they 


tion before the House, three propositions, he 
said, having been made, viz: the first, to elect 
the Speaker by ballot; the second, to deprive the 
Speaker of powers usually exercised by him in 
reference to constituting the committees; and the 
third, to moderate the spirit of anarchy which was 
abroad in the land. He would endeavor to notice | 
these propositions in their order. i 

He proceeded to express his opposition to the 


puting any such intention to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Tuompson, jor to his colleague, 
[Mr.Scuencx,}] who had previously offered a sim- 
ilar proposition, it would be likely to be construed 
by the people as a proposition to enable gentlemen, 
by skulking under the ballot, to vote differently 


i, The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Meane] had 
vote by ballot, stating that while he disclaimed im- |, 


from the manner in which they would vote when 
a record was made. He argued that the proposi- 
tion was in violation of the spirit of the constitu- 
tional provision, which required the votes of gen- 
tlemen to be recorded by yeas and nays, if so 
small a numberasone fifth of the members present 
demanded it, and-expressed for himself the desire 
to have recorded all the votes cast by him in his | 
representative capacity, so that every one of the 
100,000 free people whom he represented should 

have the opportunity of knowing how he voted. 
He next noticed the proposition made by his 

| colleague from the Stark district, [Mr. Carrrer,] 
to deprive the Speaker of the power of appoint- 
ment of certain committees, and said it reminded | 
him of the performance which he had heard had 
| somewhere been advertised to be played—of Ham- 
|det, with the part of Hamlet omitied! [A laugh.] 
| He held that the man who was fit to be elected to 


influence, and consideration in the Government— 
should not be divested of his most important 
functions, viz: the appointment of the committees 
of the House. Moreover, if the proposition were 
| adopted, he reckoned, yea, being a Yankee, he 
guessed, that the House would have about as much 
trouble in appointing each member of the three 


The same old ques- 
tion would arise; the same terrible demon would 
have its horns up. It would not answer for a 
good dodge. If it were intended to open a hole 
for tender-footed Free-Soil Democrats to escape 
They 
could not get out of it. No; they must face the 
music—God help them! This House would con- 


(to use the language of his colleague, Mr. CART- 
TER,) 8 good while before those gentlemen eseaped 


It 
of 


they would find worse troubles just beyond, 
was a poor device, if that were its object. 


those who were in the habit of marching boldly 
up and taking the animal by the horns. Cer- 
tainly there was no want of vehemence and de- 
cision in the gentleman’s manner; he (Mr. R.) | 
reckoned that the matter would be pretty much 
of the same sort, particularly if there was no such | 
loop-hole as this left. He repeated, it would not 
The same difficulty which the proposition 


main in the appointment of each individual of the 
three commitiees. The committees were com- 
posed of nine members each; three times nine were 
twenty-seven; so that they might have twenty- 
seven times as much difficulty as at present, with 
the exception that he supposed his senior col- 
league, [Mr. Gioprves.] would be appointed upon 
the Committee on the District of Columbia unani- 
mously, as a matter of course. [A laugh.] 

He now came to the other matter—the dissoln- 
tion of the Union, or that kind of moderation 
which was to prevent it. He trusted, with the 
calm, moderate counsels of such gentlemen as the 


we would get along without dissolution. [A laugh.] 
Nothing was better calculated to allay all such 
agitation than the kind of speeches of which they 
had just heard a specimen from that gentleman. | 
{Laughter.] However, if dissolution must come, 
Let it come before the 


were to dissolve in their present ‘ disorganizied | 
attitude,” it would not be binding. [A laugh.] It 
would not be irremediable. There would be some 
hope that it might be set aside. So, if dissolution 


before the Honse was organized; for if, after or- 
ganization,-it should come by some such process | 
as renorting a bill for the abolition of slavery in 
| the District of Columbia, why then would come 

the time for fight in defence of the wife, the little 
ones, the household gods, and ali other howsehold 
| furniture! | 


i said he had been waiting, until his patience was 
i exhausted, to see some northern man comè for- 
| ward with the olive-branch! The gentleman said 
he had expected it! Now he (Mr. R.) desired to 
know if that gentleman, and other southern gen- 


|; tlemen, really expected any such thing? He(Mr. | 


| R.) looked around here and saw men overflowing | 


were to be the result, he said the sooner the better— i 


| no knowing how it would work. 


with patriotism—chock-full ; but he did not see 
any one he thought particularly ambitious of. po- 
litical martyrdom, If a northern man could be 
found to come forward and stultify not only him- 
self but his constituents and the whole North, by 
saying that they would not meet this question, he 
was provided for! Let him bespeak the fagots, 
[a laugh,] and if he had a wife and as many 
children as John Rogers, let them all get their 
Sunday clothes on, for they would want to see 
their daddy for the last time, [Laughter.] 

He noticed the computation made by. Mr. 
Brown, of Mississippi, to show that the Demo- 
cratic party had the majority in the House, and 
expressed his doubts as to its correctness. He 
did not know the gentleman’s data; but his word 
for it, to make out a. majority to enable them to 
elect a Speaker, that party would have to reckon 
some of the rankest kind of Free-Soilers— not only 
Wilmot-proviso men, but the Wilmot Proviso 
himself; and referred, in a manner which elicited 
much merriment, to the attempt by which they 
had yesterday, by combining so incongruous ele- 
ments, come so near electing a Speaker, which, 
however, was defeated by a very few leaks, owing 
to a defective cooperage. [A laugh.] They had 
almost come it—not quite. There was nothing, 
however, in that result, he thought, to discourage 
them. They shou'd keep on trying. There was 
The South 
had stood up well; and what was more, they 
would not stand any aspersion upon their candi- 
date. There was getting to be a very desirable 
union. And he judged, though, owing to the *' noise 
and confusion,” he had not heard very distinctly — 
that the policy which their candidate proposed to 
pursne was precisely that. advocated by his (Mr. 


| Rs) colleague [Mr. Carrrer] to-day, viz: to leave 


out the three committees; or, in other words, their 
Speaker—in case he had been elected—was to ap- 
point them to the satisfaction of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Wiumor.] There was 
Hamlet, with the Hamlet omitted! Why; they 
had got the thing all cut and dried—the whole ar- 
ranged. He did not want to interfere in this diffi- 
culty at all. He knew better, He was not so 
fond of a fight as to lead him into it. He had 
seen enough of ‘the chivalry ”? to make him a 
little cautious. He had listened to the remarks of 
the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Burt] 
with pleasure, as he always did; for, though he . 
did not alwavs concur in all the gentleman spoke, 
he was usually out and out—you knew where to 
find him. But as the thing had progressed, though 
more interesting, it became more confused. He 
had only a promiscuous idea of it. But he had 
heard the din, seen the dust, and smelt the smoke 
of the fight; and the way the “chivalry.” had 
charged upon their quondam candidate—particu- 
larly towards the close of the battle—had satisfied 
him (Mr. R.) that it would be as well never to get 
into any fuss with those gentlemen if he could 
help it. It reminded him of the wood-cut he had 


i seen representing a band of prairie wolves which 


had got a buffalo-calf. [Laughter.] His eyes 


| glared, and they were at him on all sides—one 
honorable gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Mrapg,] |: 


pulling this way, and another that—some getting 


| on to the backs of the others, to get a mip at him. 


It was a most gallant scene! [A laugh.] 

He (Mr. R.) did not know that he was suffi- 
ciently acquainted with the gentleman from Indi- 
ana to indulge the expression of his compassion 
for him; but he confessed he felt bad. But it was 
a glorious fight! [langhter}] and what was more— 
as the battle waged hotter and hotter, as the vic- 
tim’s strength was almost spent, his tongue out, 
and his eyes glaring, his assailants flashed fiercer 
and fiercer, [langhter.] Well, now, if that man 
was not brought to a condition where he could be 
trusted on the slavery question, he would like to 
knaw how any man could be. {Laughter.] 

[After one or two sentences, of which the words 
“Į pity aman who undergoes such an ordeal,” 
and “ Mason and Dixon’s line,’’ alone were heard 
by the reporter, Mr. R. further said:] 

He meant no offence to the gentleman from In- 
diana, or any other gentleman who saw fitto try a 
similar experiment. The time had been when the 
highest recommendation to the Democracy of the 
North, was that a man was entirely satisfactory to 
the Democrats of the South. But, according to 
his almanac, that time had passed, never to return, 
Northern gentlemen must satisfy their folks at 
home after this. 


1849. 


Recurring to the subject of disunion, he declared 
himself a Union man; but if disunion must come 
he had a request to make: he spoke now not only 
for his constituents, but for the whole Northwest 
Territory over which the Jeffersonian ordinance 
was stretched. When southern gentlemen came 
to divide the Union, he would have to bear in 
mind that the ‘people of that country. had a very 
strong idea that the Mississippi river—-to -say 
nothing about the bank of the Mississippi river— 
was a part of that territory, from its ‘mouth to its 
source. {A laugh.] We furnish the water, sir, 
said Mr. R, [Renewed laughter.] Depend upon 
it, depend upon it, (he wanted now to raise almost 
as high a climax aa the gentleman from Virginia 
had reached,) depend upon it, that the Mississippi 
river runs free as long as water runs. down hill! 

Mr. R. resumed his seat amid much merri- 
ment. 

Mr. DUER said that they had already, for nine 
days, made ineffectual attempts to elect a Speaker. 
This,he had expected; but he had also expected, 
(and in that he was disappointed,) that after this 
lapse of time the House would find itself in a dis- 
position to organize, in the only way in which an 
organization could be effected. There were three 
parties in this House, none of which were in a 
clear majority. It was therefore certain that a 
Speaker could only be elected by an arrangement 
of some sort between some two of these three par- 


ties. It could not be effected by a combination of | 


either of the great parties with the Free-Soil party. 
An arrangement of that kind had been attempted 
yesterday, and had failed. That attempt could 
not be repeated. 
such combination would be made again. 
lowed, therefore, either that the attempt to organ 
the House must be abandoned, or a compromise 
of some sort must be made between the two great 
parties. 

The gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Brown] 
had introduced a proposition, declaring the gentle- 
man from Georgia [Mr. Coss] to be the Speaker 
of this House; in other words, a proposition call- 
ing upon his (Mr. D.’s) side of the House (the 
Whig side) to make an unconditional surrender. 
It appeared to him that this was asking altogether 
too much; for his own part, so anxious was he 
that an organization should be effected, that he 
was willing to organize in almost any way, by 
electing to the Speaker’s chair either a Whig or a 
Democrat, or a Free-Soile 
excepta disunionist. He never would give his vote 
for any man whom be believed to be inimical to 
the Union. 

Mr. BAYLY (interposing 
disunionists in this House. 

Mr.*DUER. I wish L could think so, but I 
fear there are. 

Mr. BAYLY. Who are they? Point them 


) said: There are no 


out. , 
Mr. DUER. I believe there are some from 

your own State; 1 think I see one of them now, 
ointing to Mr. Means, of Virginia.) 

Mr, MEADE, It is false. 

Mr. DUER. You area liar, sir. 

Quick as thought, Mr. Meane made a rush to- 
wards Mr. Duer, but was immediately surrounded 
by his friends, as was also Mr. Dover, who re- 
mained standing in the position in which he had 
spoken. g 

Indescribable con 
lent gesticulations, calls to 
adjournment were mingled together. 
was like a heaving billow. 

The Cuerr called to order, 
to heed him. 

Some time elapsed. 

The Sergeant-at-Arms 
resentatives, NATHAN SARGENT, 
the mace in his hand, and descen 
crowd of members, held it up on high. 

Cries of ‘ Take away the mace, it has no au- 
thority x 

Mr. 


fasion followed—threats, vio- 
order, and demands for 
The House 


but there were none 


pardon of 
which he 


h 
impropriety 
conscious. 

man in this House to say 
cumstance, and looking to 
been madeagainst him, he c 


r—any one, in short, | 


{ 
| 


{ 
1 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 


{ 


|s 
Itcould‘not be expected thatany j| en 
It fol- |) 
ize | 


vindicate his own honor, by making such an an- | 


swer ashe thought the provocation demanded. 
He had said nothing personally offensive-to the- 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Mrapg} to. elicit 
such language as had been applied to him. He 
(Mr. D.) had said that he believed. the gentleman 
to be a disunionist. He had expressed this opin- 
ion upon the authority of á printed speech, in which 
he understood him to argue thata certain state of 
things existed, and then to declare that in that state 
of things he loathed and detested the name of the 
Union. Therefore it was that he (Mr. D.). had 
applied the term to him. He had considered that 
there was nothing personal in this. The gentle- 
man had made such an answer as he thought 
proper, and he (Mr. D.) had repelled it, as he felt 
called upon to do. Upon that point he had noth- 
ing further to say. He had not risen with any 
view to add to the excitement which already pre- 
vailed in this House, but if possible to aid in allay- 
ing it. He had risen to aid if possible in bringing 


| the House to an organization; and of saying, what 
| he had already intimated, that, for his own part, 
| he was willing to organize the House by taking 


for its presiding officer almost any man—be he 
Whig, Free-Soiier, or Democrat—any man but a 
disunionist; and for such a man he would never 
vote. 

The Crerx here interposed, and stated that a 
request had been made to him by members of the 
House, that the floor within the bar of the House 
should be cleared of such persons as had no right 
to places thee, and that the aisles beyond the bar 
nould also be cleared of such persons as were not 
titled to the privilege of entrance. 

A brief space of time was given to the accom- 
plishment of this purpose. 

Mr. DUER then proceeded with his remarks. 
He had risen, he said, with the view of allaying 


the excitement which was likely to be produced | 


by the speech of the gentleman from Virginia, 
(Mr. Merang, and of suggesting for the consider- 
ation of this House, the only mode in which, in 
his (Mr. Dugr's) opinion, the House could be 
organized. There were, as he had said, three 
parties here—neither of them being a majority. 
In this state of things no organization could be 


i effected, except by an arrangement between some 


; man from Mississippi. 


ibe fifty more. 


| organization. 


two of them. The arrangement which had been 
attempted yesterday could not, as he had already 
said, be repeated, and, therefore, it was only by an 
arrangement between the two great par 
the term merely as implying the largest i 
that an organization could be effected. The party 


+ to which he belonged could not make an uncondi- 
uestion. į 


tional surrender.. That was out of the 
But the House must be organized; and if it would 
consent to adjourn from this time until Saturday, 
a proposition, of the kind he had indicated, coming 
from the Democratic party, might be made. 
ferences might be held, and in this way, he 
believed, a fair and equitab e arrangement might be 
effected. ` On his side of the House, he believed, 
they had been ready for some time to receive such 
a proposition. At all events, 
the House was paramount to all other considera- 
tions. He hoped it might soon be effected; buthe 
was sure that it never could be effected by sucha 
proposition as had been introduced by the gentle- 
A dozen propositions had 
been brought before the House, and there might 
They would all be ineffectual. 
Debate, as useless as it would be interminable, 
might follow, with no other result than to increase 
the excitement that already existed, but bringing 
the House no nearer to the 
He was not prepared, at this time, 
but he thought it 
ld consent to ad- 
ng might 


to vote for any proposition; 
probable that if the House wou 
journ for a day or two, some understandi 
be arrived at. 

[Expressions of concurrence in some parts of 
the House, and of strong dissent in others, mingled 
with cries of “ No adjournment. ”] 

Mr. McLANE said he desired to move that the 
propoposition now pending be 
the hope t 
sense, and its own integrity, 
to its clear duty of effecting an organ 
that with absolute ind 
had been introduced into this debate, either of a 
pablic or ofes personal character. For one, he 

ished that a collision between two indi- 


was astoni É 
vidual gentlemen (without regard to- the merits of 
Ps : 


and proceed at once 
ization, and 


ties (asing | 
n number) | 


Con- | 


the organization of | 


one great object of i| 


laid on the table, with | 
hat this House would come to Ils own | 


ifference to any. matter which | 


ither) should be pi d here to cause a motion 
to adjourn. “He was astonished ‘that the’ House 
‘should'so far make theniselves parties to this ecené 
of violence. He did believe that ‘there. was fo 
more danger in now continuing this duty, accord= 
ing to the rule, and according to the true spirit of. 
the Constitution, than there’ was when they had 
first assembled last Monday. week. o 9 
He had risen forthe purpose of entering his 
protest to any resolution which looked to ar ars 
rangement between two or three parties in refer- 
|| ence to the organization of the committees of ‘the 
i) House, and to any proposition te appoint a Speak~ 
er from the Whig party and the Clerk from the 
Democratic party. In what respect would anari 
rangement between the Whig and the Democratic 
party differ from an arrangement between either 
of these and the Free-Soil party? Ft was in this 
light only that he had had any design of reflecting 
upon the relation which the gentleman voted for 
yesterday by the Democrats, bore to his party. 
Therefore he had wo regrets to make for a vote 
cast in ignorance of any real or supposed arrange- 
ment. f 
He besought his friends and fellow-representn- 
tives on this floor to go to this work to-day with 
renewed energy and vigor, instead of adjourning 
at half past three to go home comfortably to thetr 
dinners, and at their hotels and boarding-houses 
quietly canvass the events of the morrow, ‘to sit 
here and give their votes until they should have 
exhausted the day, and he believed one party or 
the other might ultimately, in an ‘honorable man- 
ner, elect a Speaker. He did believe ‘that’ the 
honorable gentleman from Georgia (Mr. Cors} 
would have been elected, if he had come before 
the House untrammeled by caucus nomination; 
and he did not believe this of him particularly, 
but that there were other members who would 
command the whole Democratic vote of the 
House, independently of caucus nominations, and 
who, if they were so brought forward, would 
receive a majority of the votes of the House. 
Still More did he believe there was a majori- 
ty on this floor opposed to the present Admin- 
i d based upon this-belief, he pro- 


istration; an 
ceeded to speak of the small measure of regard 
operly attached to the 


which, in his opinion, pr’ 

appeals of gentlemen on the other side of the 
House, to concede to them the Speaker, arguing, 
by reference to the character of the committees as 
composed during the last Congress, by the honor- 
able gentleman from Massachusetts, who then 
| presided over the deliberations of the House, that 
| a Speaker elected by a partisan majority, however 
small, must necessarily give a partisan complexion” 
to the committees. With this view, he opposed 
| all arrangements which might be made with other 
parties, and urged the Democrats of the House 
strictly to adhere to their peculiar organization, 
and by perseverance in thetr efforts he repeated 
his decided conviction that they would soon be 
enabled to elect a Democratic Speaker. a 

He moved to lay the whole proposition on the 
table, in order that the House might proceed ‘with 
the vote for Speaker. But he waived “the ‘motion 
at the request of Mr. ‘Toomas, who desired to make 
a few remarks. 

Mr. TOOMBS said the di 
the organization of this Ho 
well understood here, and 
by the country. A great sectional question Hes at 
the foundation of all these troubles. The dis- 
graceful events of yesterday, and the explanations 
| consequent upon their exposure, prove conclusively 
that the Democratic party and the Free Soilers: 
were both acting in reference to it. The southern 
Democrats were satisfied, from the public course: 
and private assurances both of the member whom 
they supported and his friends, that he was worthy 
of trast upon these important sectional issues. 
The disclosures which were made proved that they 
were mistaken; and, witha promptness honorable 
to them, they instantly withdrew their support, 
and left the discredit to fall where it properly be- 
longed. The Free Soilers, who were engaged in 
the discreditable conspiracy , secretly and dishonor- 
ably songht-to acquire advantages in the organiza- 
tion of the House by private pledges, concealed 
and interided to be concealed from the great ma- 
jority of those whose votes were necessary to elect 
the person for whom they voted. They sought, by 
a discreditable trick, to Secure: those advantages in 
the organization which they had not the courage 


i 
H 


i 


| 
i 
i 


i] 
t 


ficulties in the way of 
use are apparent. and 
should be understood 


i 


H 


1 


to rely un a ‘written pledge, which they knew was 
given in fraud and treachery: .1 leave the. morality 
and honesty of this party. to. be tested by the sim- 
ple fact of this transaction, with the single remark 
that these are the-men whose consciences have 
no rest, on account. of what they call the sin 
of slavery... The Whig party. presented. their 
nominee, who has received the support of the 
great majority of that party. ..No pledges were 


asked by the northern. members of that. party, | 


for. the very sufficient reason that, being in a 
majority.of nearly three. to one, they were very 
abundantly able to take care of themselves. I 
did not act with them, because the events of 


the past, of the present, and the prospect of the : 
future, force the conviction on my mind that the į 


interests of my section of the Union are in danger, 
and I am therefore unwilling to surrender the 
great power of the Speaker’s chair without obtain- 
ing security for the future. We have just listened 
to strong appeals upon the necessity of organizing 
the House. I confess 1 do not feel that necessity. 


From the best lights before me, I cannot see that i 
my constituents have anything to hope from your | 


legislation, but everything to fear. We are not 
impatient to have th: doors of your Treasury 
thrown open, and forty millions of the common 
taxes of the whole nation thrown into the lap of one 
half of it. 
of it; therefore gentlemen must pardon my want 
of sympathy for their impatience. By giving you 
the control of the Treasury, we increase your abili- 
ty to oppress. I want grievances redressed, and 
security against their further perpetration, before 
Lam willing to.give you power over the supplies. 
Sir, I do not regret. this state of things in the 
House. It is time we understood one another; 
that we should speak out, and carry our principles 
in our foreheads. 

{t seems, from the remarks of the gentleman 
from New York, that we are to be intimidated by 


eulogies upon the Union, and denunciatigns of | 


those who are not ready to sacrifice national honor, 
essential interests, and constitutional rights, upon 
its altar. Sir, I have as much attachment to the 


Union of these States, under the Constitution of | 


cur fathers, as any freeman ought to have. Iam 
ready to concede and sacrifice for it whatever a 
just and honorable man ought to sacrifice—I will 
dono more, I have not heeded the aspersions of 
those who did not understand, or desired to mis- 
represent, my conduct or opinions in relation to 
these questions, which, in my judgment, so vi- 
tally affect it. ‘The time has come when I shall 
not only utter them, but make them the basis of 
my political action here. Ido not, then, hesitate 
to avow before this. House and the country, 
and in the presence of the living God, that if by 
your legislation you seek to drive us from the 
territories of California and New Mexico, pur- 
chased by the common blood and treasure of the 


è 


trigt, thereby attempting to fix a national degrada- 
tion upon balf the States of this Confederacy, Lam 
Jor disunion; and if my physical courage be equal 
to the maintenance of my convictions of right and 
duty, I will devote all {f am and all I have on 
earth to its consummation. From 1787 to this 
hour the people-of the South have asked nothing 
but jastice—nothing but the maintenance of the 
principles and the spirit which controlled our 
fathers in the formation of the Constitution. Unless 


we are unworthy of our ancestors, we will never |! | 
l! A motion was now made (by whom the reporter 
i could not learn) that the House do now adjourn. | 
i 


accept less as a condition of union. A great consti- 
tutional right which was declared bya distinguished 


northern justice of the Supreme Court (Jadge | 
ne corner-stone of the Union, and | 
without which he avers, in a judicial decision, it | 


eth 
è ir 


Baldwin) to b 
would never have been formed, has already prac- 
tically been abrogated in all of the non-slavehold- 
ing States. I mean the right to reclaim fugitives 
from labor. I ask any and every northern man 


on this floor to answer me, now, if this is not | 
truc—if tais great right, indispensable to the for- ; 


mation of the Onion, is any longer, for any practi- 
cable purpose, a living principle? There are none 
to deny i. You admit you have not performed 


your constitutional daty; that you withhold from us| 


a right which was one of our main inducements to 


the Union; yet you wonder that we look upon your |! 
eulogies of a Union whose most, sacred principles 1! 


you have thus trampled under foot asnothing better 


than mercenary hypocritical cant. This District i 
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or the boidnesa openly to demand. © They affected || 


We ask for none of it; we expect none | 


whole people, and to abolish slavery in this Dis- || 


was ceded immediately after the Constitution was 
| formed. It was the gift of Maryland to her sister 
States for the location of their. common govern: 
‘ment. Tte municipal law maintained and pro- 
| tected domestic slavery.. You accepted it. Your 
| honor was pledged for its maintenance as a na- 
|; tional capital. “Your faith was pledged to the 
| maintenance of the rights of the people who were 
| thus placed under your care. Your fathers 
accepted the trust, protected the slaveholder and 
all other citizens in their rights, and in all respects 
faithfully and honestly executed the trust; but 
they have been gathered to their fathers, and 
it was left to their degenerate sons to break 
their faith with us, and insolently to attempt 
to play the master where they were admitted 
as brethren. I trust, sir, if the representatives 
of the North prove themselves unworthy of 
: their ancestors, we shall not prove ourselves 
unworthy of ours; that we have the courage to 
defend what they had the valor to win. The 
‘Territories are the common property of the people 
of the United States, purchased by their common 
blood and treasure. You are their common agents; 
it is your duty, while they arein a territorial state, 
to remove all impediments to their free enjoyment 
by all sections and people of the Union, the slave- 
holder and the non-slaveholder. You have given 
ii the strongest indications that yod will not per. 
form this trust—that you will appropriate to your- 
selves all of this Territory, perpetrate all these 
wrongs which Í have enumerated; yet with these 
declarations on your lips, when southern men re- 
fused to act in party caucuses with you, in which 
you have a controlling majority—when we ask 
the simplest guarantee for the future—we are de- 
nounced out of doors as recusants and factionists, 
and indoors we are met with the cry of “ Union, 
Union.” Sir, we have passed that point. It is 
too late. I have used all my energies from the be- 
ginning of this question to save the country from 
this convulsion. I have resisted what I deemed 
unnecessary and hurtful agitation. 1 hoped against 
hope, that a sense of justice and patriotism woul? 
induce the North to settle these questions upon 
principles honorable and safe to both sections of 
the Union. Ihave planted myself upon a national 
platform, resisting extremes at home and abroad, 
| willingly subjecting myself to the aspersions of 
enemies, and, far worse than that, the miscon- 
struction of friends, determined to struggle for 
and accept any fair and honorable adjustment 
of these questions. I have almost despaired of 
| any such, at least from this House. We must 
arouse and appeal to the nation. We must tell 
them, boldly and frankly, that we prefer any 
| calamities to submission to such degredation and 
injury as they would entail upon us; that we hold 
that to be the consummation of all evil. I have 
stated my positions. I have not argued them. 1 
reserve that for a future occasion. These are 
principles upon which 1 act here. Give me secu- 
rities that the power of the organization which you 
seek will not be used to the injury of my constitu- 
ents, then youcan have my codperation, but not 
till then. Grant them, and you prevent the recur- 
; rence of the disgraceful scenes of the last twenty- 
four hours, and restore tranquillity to the country. 
Refuse them, and, as far as I am concerned, “ let 
discord reign forever.” j 

[Several times during the delivery of these re- 
marks, Mr. T. was interrupted by loud bursts of 
| applause.] 
Mr. BAKER obtained the floor. 


Mr. BAKER claimed the floor, but yielded it 
| for the moment, for purposes of explanation, to 


Íi or intention, such as had been attributed to him 
| by the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Toomss,] to 
organize the House on sectional grounds. 
| (Mr. D.) believed that such imputations did in- 
| justice not only to him, but to nme-tenths of the 
| northern members on his side of tie House. He 
‘| had distinctly stated that he was ready to give his 
Í vote for any Whig, whether he came from the 
| North or the South. He had voted yesterday for 
| a Whig from the extreme Sonth. He was pre- 
‘| pared to do so again. 

Mr. INGE. Would you vote for the gentle- 
man from Georgia, [Mr. Tooms] * 

Mr. DUER. l did not understand the gentle- 
man from Georgia as expressing himself hostile 


He | 


- Mr. DUER, who briefly disavowed any desire || 
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to the Union, but only eoposed to its continu. 


ance in case certain contingencies hould happen. 
With that understanding of his position, | « ould 
vote for the gentleman, if it were necessary to 
effect an organization of the House. Butt w uld 
not vote to place in that chair any man, whether 
from the North or the South, who, I believed, 
would use his power. for the purpose of dissolving 
the Union. ; 

Mr. HARMANSON was understood to in- 
quire, Would you vote for a Wilmot proviso 
man? 

Mr. DUER. Without doubt I would. 

Mr. BAKER said, although among the weak- 
est and humblest of the northern men, I cannot 
reconcile it to my sense of duty, to permit the 
observations of the honorable gentleman from 
Georgia [Mr. Toomes] to pass, without immedi- 
ate and distinct reply; and while I know him to 


| beone of the most eloquent and gifted of the gen- 


tlemen of the South, it is precisely for this reason 
I shall utter this response, without unreasonable 
excitement, and I trust in a becoming temper. 

I avow myself, in the first place, as decidedly in 
-favor of what is called the Wilmot proviso. It 
embodies a principle approved by my judgment, 
and dear to my heart; and yet, I may say at once 
in answer to questions such as those proposed to 
the honorable gentleman from New York, (Mr. 
Duer,]} that I have not sought to make this a test 
in the selection of a Speaker, or the organization 
of this House. 

I would have cheerfully voted for the honorable 
gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Toomss,] and I did 
on yesterday vote for the distinguished member 
from Kentucky, [Mr. Moruuean.] Sir, in voting 
thus, as in voting for Mr. Wixrunop, I have de- 
sired to select a Whig as Speaker, known to me 
and tothe country. Ihave notasked, and 1 would 
not ask, that his opinions upon the subject of sla- 
very should influence him in the selection of com-. 
mittees; but I do desire that he should be a Whig, 
constant and reliable, and with this I have been 
and would be content. 

I desire, in the next place, to remark as to the 
threats of disunion, listened to so painfully, and 
so intensely. Sir, I deny that the great body of 
the people from the North have wished to raise 
such a question, or to excite unreasonable agita- 
tion; nor when the scenes and specches of this day 
shall be spread before them, will they believe our 


brethren of the South to be in earnest. 


Mr. WALLACE. We will teach you that we 
are in earnest. 

Mr. BAKER. Ishould be obliged to gentlemen 
if they would tell me how this knowledge shall be 
imparted. : i 

Mr. WALLACE. When I said they would 
teach you, I spoke in the name of the people of 
the South, and in my opinion they will have their 
rights in spite of the North; and it is that we in- 
tend to teach you. 

Mr. BAKER. Sir, I profess myself still unable 
to learn from the gentleman’s explanation how we 
are to be taught. The North will stand by the 
Constitution, and thus stand by the Union. We 
will think, and act, and vote upon the proviso as 
Jefferson did. We will be governed by the ma- 
jority of the people on this question. 

Mr. HILLIARD denied that a majority of the 
people had a right, under the Constitution, to 
divide it. f 

Mr. BAKER. I repeat, sir, we will be governed 
by the will of the majority of the people, constitu- 
tionally expressed; but neither for the District of 
Columbia, or California, or New Mexico, will we 
desire, or even dream of a dissolution of the Union. 

Gentlemen, when you threaten a dissolution of 
the Union, we shall doubt. When you protest, 
we shall disclaim; but no fervid declarations, no 
fiery appeals to southern feeling, no solemn invo- 
cations to the Almighty, (as if indeed he was a 
God of Discord,) will make us believe that here, 
in this Hall, there is one man who chambers in 
his secret heart a purpose so accursed and so 
deadly. Sir, we do not believe the Union can ever 
be dissolved. No evidence shall convince us, anti! 
the deed is done; yet if such a thing be possible, it 
shall not be our fault. We shall not be intimi- 
‘dated by threats of violence. We shall not shrink 
from the calm expression of our deliberate judg- 
ment. Weare here as freemen, to speak for free- 
man; and we will speak and act aa becomes us, in 
the face of the world and ‘of posterity. Gentle- 
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men, who is there among us, amid all this talk of 
dissolution, that does not love the Union? Is there 
a man in this vast assemblage, who, on the coolest 
reflection, would not give his blood to cement it? 
Is not this our country, and is it not all our 
country? [Applause.] Sir, I confess this response 
gladdena my heart; and already I reproach myself | 
that I could waver in my confidence but fora mo- || 
ment. lt was a mournful spectacle to a` true- 
minded man, when threats of disunion, fierce and 
bitter, could draw forth shouts of applause from 
gentlemen on the other side of the House, as tri- | 
umphant as if disunion were glory, and as if, in- 
deed, the threat were already accomplished. And | 
yet, sir, the echo contradicts the utterance. This 
shout for the Union will be taken up by the masses |, 
until it becomes a perpetual anthem of hope and 
joy. It will swell. among the mountains of the || 
North, and travel with the winds across the | 
prairies of the West. It will reverberate through | 
all the. vast extensions of the Confederacy, and be |} 
repeated by a thousand advaricing generations. i 
Sir, in the name of the men of the North so rudely | 
attacked, and speaking what I know to be their |) 
sentimenta, I say a dissolution of this Union is, ii 
must be, shall be, impossible, as long as an Ameri- || 
can heart beats in an American bosom, or the |i 
Almighty sends His wisdom and His goodness to i 
guide and to bless us. il 
(The delivery of these remarks was interrupted || 
several times by applause.] "| 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, said, that he never | 
expected to live to see the day when, upon this | 
floor, he should be called upon to discuss the ques- || 
tion of the union of these States. If in early life į! 
(continued Mr. S.) there was anything in my heart 
cherished above all others, it was the glorious com- | 
pact formed by our fathers of the revolutionary | 
struggle. Sir, as has just been said, I believe that 
so long as American hearts beat in American |i 
bosoms, the day will never come when the Union `! 
of these States shall be dissolved. But I tell that | 
gentleman, (Mr. Baxer,] and I tell this House— ;; 
whether he believes it or not, and whether the | 
eople of the North believe it or not—that the day |: 
in which aggression is consummated upon any |; 
section of the country, much and deeply as I re-i; 
gret it, this Union is dissolved. ! 
However much gentlemen may refuse to believe : 
it, they will find it true. The Union was formed |; 
for the benefit of all. We of the South who came h 
into this Union, came into it for mutual benefits |, 
as well as you, gentlemen of the North. It wasi 
not for the purpose of having aggressions com- ii 
mitted either upon our rights or feelings that this i 
Union was formed; and I tell the gentleman from |} 
Illinois, and all gentlemen, from whatever sections 'į 
of the Union they may come, be not deceived. | 
We do not intend to submit to aggressions on our 
i 

i 

i 


rights; and I tell this House that every word | 


of the strong. 
have come to-day as at any time, 39 that the great | 
American heart may be awakened. I believe that |; 
it has been slumbering. We of the South feel | 
that we are weaker. But, as has been said by my |; 
colleague, gentlemen may speak of the Union, and |i 
may attempt to organize parties upon attachments |i 
to the Union; but whenever a party is organized |) 
upon that principle, it must also be on the prin- |. 
ciples of justice. Would you have us of the | 
South to be an appendage to the Union? Would | 
ou have us submitto aggressinn upon aggression Pe 
I tell you, for one—and I do nat intend to devate 
this question to-day—before that God who rules 
the universe, | would rather that the southern 
country should perish—that all her statesmen ant 
all her gallant spirits should be buried in honora- ii 
ble graves, than submit for ane instant to degrada- 5: 
tion. And I sav, as Kossuth said, of the man | 
who will notstand up for hig section, “ the curses | 
of the eternal God would rest upon his head.” 
Mr. MrCLERNAND rose, and (after a brief :: 
convereatiny with several gentlemen around him, 
who urged the pacification of the House} proceed- 
ed to say, that he had not risen to protract a debate 
which must have caused much pain to every mem- 
ber of the House—a debate upon the contingen- |! 


H 
p 
Hi 
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at 


‘| ern Democrats, for near, perhaps quite, a week. 


| war, the agitations of parties, in fact, every dan- 


| generations, 


i| come back to the business in 
‘| a Speaker. 


| this exhibition of 


; forget that we are freemen—t 


cies-and probabilities of disunion... His: object 
was practical and legitimate; it was to call back 
the attention of the House to the busifess. before 
it—to -the election of a Speaker. He hoped. he 
should have the concurrence of. members in. this 
purpose. 3 

Mr. McC. might appeal to the record of his | 
course for the six or seven years he had been in 
Congress to show that he had acted upon national || 
views and principles—that he had acted as became ii 


an American Representative, seeking to do equal |} 
justice to every portion of the country. He ex- |! 
pected to continue todo so. In regard to the busi- | 
ness on hand—the election of a Speaker—he had 
first voted for the member: from Georgia, [Mr. 
Coss,]} the nominee of northern as well as south- 


| 
Hl 
| 
| 
| 


i 
i 
i 


He had so voted from a sense of duty, under the 
circumtsances, even to the exclusion of his col- 
league and esteemed friend from Illinois, [Mr. 
Ricwarnson.] He had, in turn, after Mr. Coss 
had been dropped, voted for his colleague, [Mr. | 
R.,] and again for other gentlemen from different || 
parts of the Union. i 

And he was ready now, if it should be shown || 
that a Democrat could not be elected, to vote for i 
any fair and just-minded Whig. He was for the |: 
organization of the House, and would resort to i 
every honorable measure to accomplish that object. | 
He would consider it an indelible stigma apon || 
American institutions, if, while we are professing || 
to be political exemplars for the world, we should || 
prove ourselves incompetent for one of the most || 
simple and ordinary civil functions. Such a man- | 
ifeatation would be one of the most serious blows || 
that could be inflicted upon the cause of human |! 
liberty. il 

Our institutions had so far rode out the storm of ` 


{ 


j 


ger that had threatened them. May they not, will :| 
they not do so in future, under the blessing of Di- i 
vine Providence? He trusted they would. There | 
was aconservative power in them which wauld , 
rescue them from threatened harm—which would 

lighten them over the shoals and quicksands of; 
sectional jealousies and divisions—which would | 
preserve the 


and as a model for oppressed man 
This conservative principle o 


kind every where. 
ould be allowed room for play; 


our institutions sh 


it should be cultivated in a spirit of fraternity, | 


patriotism, and mutual concession, by every por- |; 


tion of our common country. Let this be done, 
and all would be right—all would be safe. 
not rest upon unnecessary danger—let us 
ticipate an evil which, if it were upon us, 
be a tremendous calamity—let us cease a discus- 
sion whick must be painfnl to all, and which ap- | 
pears to me to be uncalled for. “Suficient for || 
the day is the evil thereof.” 4) 
Mr. McC. renewed his appeal to the House to if 
hand—the election of | 


not an- 


Mr. CLEVELAND said: f 

Mr. CLerk: Iam nota little astonished at the | 
exhibition of passion I have witnessed on this oc- `! 
casion, by gentlemen of the South. Charges are 
made of aggressions upon the rights of the South. 
When and where have these rights of the South | 
ever been treapassed upon by the North? I assure i 
my southern friends that Lam not aware of any | 
unkind feeling toward them on the part of the» 
North, and I am sure there is no disposition to | 
invade their rights. We shall exhibit no passion ` 
an this sabject; bat we have rights—the canse of 
liberty has claims upon us, and asking nothing but | 
what is clearly right, and 


coolly determining what |) 
that is, the North will be as firm and immovable 
in main aining it as are the foundations of the hills 3: 
nnan which we live. We love and cherigh the | 
Union, and the South as a nart of the Union. Oar 3 
fathera fought together the fight of the Revalution =: 
under the command of their great 
and together trinmohed, We are enjoying the ° 
fruits of that triumph. What is the apology for i 
bitter sectional feeling? What 
the North? That we shall 
he representatives of :! 


southern Captain, 5; 


does the South ask of 


hoold yield our opinions, 
This cannet | 


freemen? That we s 
our principles to their dictation? € 
be. Republican government rests upon the wilt | 
of the people, expressed by majorities. Our dif- | 
ferences must be decided upon this principle. | 
Would it be tolerated by the ‘South, if attempts * 


| They were suspected: of a 


m as a priceless heritage of future į 


a 


| 
Let us | í 1 u sire ni 
t| to make this question a. subject for rhetorical dis- 


would || 
| such is th 


| in earnest on this vital 


: these abs 
“now the 


į Mississippi, and Virginia, 


$ 


29 


| should be made to: intimidate them by threats of 


this kind? 1 remember. there- was once a conven 
tion assembled in my own’ State, composed of 
men who, for character ang intellect, were not sur 
passed by the same number.of;men in this Union. 
want of atlachment.to 
the Union. Although. f am bound.to say, that so 
far as the members. from: Connecticut. were: eo 
cerned, I do.not believe they ever entertained: the 
idea of doing what southern gentlemen have open- 
ly avowed their intention to do upon the happening 
of a certain event; yet the suspicion of disloyalty 
to the Union blasted their political prospects, and 
sent them to their graves with that stain upon 
their otherwise fair fame. Let gentlemen.on this 
floor take warning from their fate, The sin of 
disunion is one that will not be forgotten or for- 
given. - These gentlemen seem to suppose that the 
North would be the only sufferers by a dissolution 
of the Union. . These gentlemen are mistaken, 
The States. proposing secession bear the same re- 
lation to the Union that a limb doés to the:body. © 
Amputation would disfigure and injure the body, 
but the limb would perish. 7 ere 

But, sir, I did not rise to make a speech, but 
simply to say that we of the North desire a calm,’ 
candid discussion of the matters in dispute between 
us. We shall make no`threats, and shall not be 
disturbed by any that may. be made by others. 

The people of the North love liberty, and wish 
it secured to earth’s suffering millions; and so far 
as it may be in their power, they will secure it to 
them, regardless of threats here or elsewhere. | 

Mr. COLCOCK. [have listened with profound 
interest to the discussion which has taken place 
to-day, and l desire to say a few words in con- 
nection with the remarks which fell from, the gen- 
tleman from Iinois, [Mr. Barer] That gentle- 
man observed—and his remark fell with peculiar 
emphasis on my ear—that he did not believe the 
South was in earnest as to her determination not 
to remain-in this Union if the legislation in regard 
to her institutions which is threatened, should be 
accomplished. f 

I confess, with some degree of mortification, that 
perhaps it is true the South has, by her conduct 
hitherto, exposed herself to this impatation; but 1 
rejoice to say, that the day has gone by when any 
question as to her deliberate purpose on this sub- 
ject will ever again be made, be tye i 

The gentleman has alluded to. the fervid and 
impassioned language which has fallen from the 
lips of southern gentlemen to-day. 4 can assure 
that gentleman, and this House, that. I desire not 


and he is greatly mistaken if-he supposes 
e feeling of any member.on ‘this floor 
from my section of the Union. o 

I desire to regard it in all its solemnity and im- 
portance, and with a full view of all the conse- 
quences, that surround it. In this spirit. I declare 
that I believe the South is prepared to teach the 
North that she is in earnest; and I here pledge 
myself, that if any bill should be passed at this 
Congress abolishing slavery. in.the District of Co- 
lumbia, or incorporating the Wilmot proviso in 
any form, I will introduce a resolution in this 
House declaring in terms, ihat this Union ought to 
be dissolved. 

Mr. BAKER. Will the gentleman allow meto 
ask him one question ? 

Mr. COLCOCK. Certainly, sir; as many as 
you please. i MR 

Mr. BAKER. Wil sucha resolution dissolve 
the Union? Iam aware that such language: bas 
been held in South Carolina for the last eighteen 

ears. gat 
: Mr. COLCOCK. I do not say that the mere 
ntroduction of such a resolution would of iself 
dissolve the Union; but when'the vote 16 taken on 
it here, and followed, as Lknow itwill be, by the 
action of the southern people, that Lam satisfied 


play, 


‘that the North will be convinced that the South is 


question. 

I know it has been the fashion to talk of South 
Carolina abstractions; but I rejoice to. find that 
actions have now assumed the form and 
pressure of solemn truth, and South Carolina has 
proud satisfaction of seeing arrayed 
her gallant sisters, Georgia, Alabama, 
whom she will be proud 
to follow wherever they may lead. 

I, for. one, do not regret the discussion which 
has taken place to-day. T d6 not wish to see this 


around her 
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question adjourned, nor will I consent to any ex- 

edients which may postpone. it—I wish not to | 
eave it for my children to meet. Let it come at || 
once, and be settled now and forever. 

Mr. ALLEN addressed the House in expo- 
sition and defence of the principles of the Free-Soil || 
party, (Mr. A.’s remarks will be. published in 
the Aippendix.] Mr. A. yielded the floor sev- 
eral times for purposes of inquiry and explana- 


tion. 

Mr. HILLIARD followed. in -some remarks, 
(of which a report willbe published in the Appen- 
dix,)-expressive of his views on the’ question at 
jasue between the North and the South. 

In the course of Mr. HILLIARD’S remarks— 

Mr. HUBBARD rose and asked leave to say a 
few words in explanation. 

Mr. HILLIARD having yielded the door— 

Mr. HUBBARD proceeded to say, that refer- 
ence bad been made to a letter which had been 
addressed by him tothe gentleman from Indiana, 
{Mr. Brown] He (Mr. H.) had a copy af that 
letter, and would send itto the“ Union” Office, for 
publication in to-morrow’s paper. 

[Cries in all parts of the House: “< Read the let- 


` ter; let us have the letter.”’] 
Mr. HUBBARD then produced the letter, and 
read it to the Elouse, as follows: 
WASHINGTON, December 10, 1849. 


Dear Sra: When I left my constituents, they understood 
that I would not knowingly support any one for office who H 
would net aid them in securing their institutions against | 
further aggression, and f determined to support for Speaker | 
of the House of Representatives a northern Democrat who 
would not in auy manner interfere with their rights of 
property in slaves, as secured by the Constitution of the 
United States, according to our understanding of that in- 
strument; and, witha view to amutual undetstaading upon 
this subject, I respectfully reqnest your answer to the fol- 

ing interrogatories = 
ee re sain ravor of the Wiimot proviso? 

24. Do you believe that Congress has the power to abol- 
ish slavery in the District of Columbia, or elsewhere, or to 

aas any act intended to effect that object? 

Permit me, in conel ssu i n the | 
your answers should asserta principle which will give my £ 
eoustituents the protection int iu ; 
shall most gladly support you for that office ; and it is with 
a view alone to their protection that Ihave addressed you 
this note. 


Be pleased to answer hefore the House meets on Monday. 


Respectfully, &c., 
DAVID HUBBARD. 


Hon. W. J. Brown, of Indiana. 


Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, addressing 
Mr. Hussarn, inquired whether any answer, | 
verbal or otherwise, had been given to that letter, | 
in reply to this interrogatory ? 3 

Mr. HUBBARD stated that the gentleman from 
indiana, (Mr. Brown,] had not given him a 
written answer, bat had called at his lodgings with | 
a speech delivered by him some four years since, | 


as evidence of his opiniqns, in which he (Mr. H.) | 
But yet, by rea- |i 
son of the gentleman’s refusal to give a written j! 
t 
j 


could see nothing objectionable. 


answer, he (Mr. H.) would not vote for him, until 
pressed by his party friends, and until other gen- 
tlemen, in whom he confided, gave him assurances | 
that the gentleman was sound upon those ques- 
tions. Then, and not uutil then, he had voted 
reluctantly for him, 


Mr. BRO WN here rose and said, that the senti- jj 


ments expressed by him in the speech to which | 
the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Hussarp] 
had alluded were his sentiments now, and that all | 
he (Mr. B.) had said to that gentleman, he was 
now ready to say again. ` 

Mr. HUBBARD said he did not complain of 
anything the gentleman had said. 

Mr. HILLIARD having resumed the floor, and 
concluded his remarks— 

Mr. LEVIN moved that the House do now ad- 
journ. n“ : 

{Loud expressions of dissent, and demands for 
a call of the roll on the election of Speaker. ] 

Mr. CONRAD appealed to the gentleman from | 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Levin] to withdraw his motion 
to adjourn, to enable him (Mr. C.) to address a 
very few remarks to the House, — 

Mr. LEVIN expressed his willingness to do so, 
on the suggestion that the gentleman should renew 
the mouon. 

Mr. CONRAD then took the floor. He said | 
that he had listened with a great deal of atiention, 
and certainly with some pain, to the discussion | 
which had taken place in this Hall to-day. He | 
regretted exceedingly that that discussion should | 


usion, to assure you that, in the event |} 


tended by the Constitution, Í i} 


i 


have taken place; for his own opinion, which he 


uttered nevertheless with extreme deference to the 
maturer judgement and to the longer experience of 
other gentlemen in the proceedings of this body— 
in his own humble opinion, that discussion was ill- 
timed, injudicious, premature, and would be pro- 
seen of no good, but, as he believed, of much 
evil. : : 
The gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Toomss,] 
who had first addressed the House, had certainly 
made a very eloquent appeal. He (Mr C.). had 
listened to it with great pleasure. In many of the 
opinions which that gentleman had uttered, he 
(Mr. C.) entirely concurred, and many of the sen- 
timents which had fallen from him met witha 
hearty response in his bosom. Of that he pre- 
sumed it was unnecessary that he should assure 


the gentleman, or his colleague, [Mr. Sreruens,] | 


who had subsequently addressed the Houseto-day. 

Still, however, the gentleman must allow him to 
say that, in his (Mr. C.’s) opinion they had cried 
out a little too soon. They had sounded an 
alarm which he was fearful would not be confined 
to the walls of this Capitol, but would, before to- 
morrow morning, be carried upon the lightning’s 
wing from one extremity of this Union to the 
other. Thatalarm, he repeated, had, in his opin- 
ion, been sounded before there was any necessity 


i for it. 


The gentleman from Georgia who first addressed 
the House [Mr. Toomzs] bad said,-that he per- 


ii ceived that the sole difficulty which had thus far 


frustrated all attempts to effect an organization of 
this House, was the existence of a strong sectional 
feeling here, and a desire on the part of both sec- 
tions of the Union, to organize the House with 
reference to sectional and territorial divisions, 
Upon this supposition the gentleman appeared to 
have based his course of action. Now he (Mr. C.) 
must be permitted to say, (and he said it with 


| unmingled pleasure, and with the utmost sincerity,) | 
| that his own observation of the proceedings of the 


House since he had been in his seat, had brought 
him to a decidedly opposite conclusion. 
thought, on the other hand, that the sole difficulty 
which prevented the organization of the House 
was the decided aversion felt by an immense ma- 
jority of the members to any organization which 
Was founded upon sectional or territorial divisions. 
And here he might be permitted to ask the gentle- 
man whether, if it were the desire of that section 
of the Union which the gentleman considered op- 
posed to his own, and it were the desire of the north- 
ern portion of this House to organize upon sectional 


and territorial principles, what had prevented its | 


Was not that 
Was it 


organization until this moment? 
section of country in a majority here? 
not in an immense majority? 
desire of northern gentiemen— Whigs and Demo- 
crats—that the House should be organized upon 
sectional divisions, might it not have been organ- 
ized on the very first day, or upon any subse- 


; quent day of the session? 
But he had observed that the same party lines | 


existed in the House that existed in the State 
which the gentleman in part represented, and in 
his own. This House, with the exception of a 
small fragment representing a party known to ex- 
ist in one section of the Union, was divided into 
Whigs and Democrats. He beliefed that there 
were one hundred and three members belonging to 
the Democratic party. He did not speak of Anti- 
slavery and Wilmot proviso men who were pro- 
fessedly elected on that issue. He spoke of the 
Democratic party proper; and that party, if he 
was not mistaken, numbered about one hundred 


| and three members. The gentleman from Georgia, 


{Mr. Coss,] the candidate of the Democratic party 
for the Speakership, received one hundred and 
three votes, and these one hundred and three votes 
were composed of Democrats coming indiscrim- 
inately from the north and the south of Mason and 
Dixon’s line. 

On the other hand, the Whigs of this House 
met in caucus, and—with the exception of a very 


few gentlemen nôt coming from the North, among i 
whom was the gentleman who had preceded him | 


in the debate—nominated for the Speakershin,“at 
a period of unprecedented difficulty and surround- 
ed as they were by the storm of passion which had 


1i disturbed the proceedings of ‘this body for the last 


ten days, a gentleman (Mr. Wintnerop] who had 
heretofore discharged the duties of the station ina 
manner which had secured to him the confidence, 
he (Mr. C.) would not say of every Whig only, 


He ! 


bat of every Whig and of every Democrat from 
one end of this Union to the other; for he had 
never heard any difference of opinion expressed m 
relation to that gentleman’s impartiality and ability. 
That gentleman was nominated by the Whig cau- 
cus, unanimously, with the exception of the two 
gentlemen from Georgia, and a few others, who 
had acted with them. There were, he believed, 
102 Whigs in this body, excluding the gentle- 
man from Georgia, [Mr. Toomgs,] who had ad- 
dressed the House, and the other gentleman (Mr. 
Stepxens] from the same State, who had subse- 
quently spoken, and four others. Mr. Winrurop 
had received 101 votes for Speaker, and these 
votes were composed indiscriminately of gentle- 
men from the north and the south of Mason and 
Dixon’s line. Did this look like an anxious de- 
sire, on the part of a majority of this House, or 
even of any very respectable number of members, 
to effect an organization upon sectional or territo- 
rial principles? tn his opinion, it indicated a pre- 
cisely opposite desire. On the contrary, it indi- 
cated a desire to adhere to those same party lines 
which for twenty years had divided the people of 
this country. And the difficulty of organization 
| had arisen from the fact that there were a few, a 
, comparatively very small number of members, 
who had thus far refused to codperate upon hon- 
orable principles with either of these two parties. 
It was not his object or design to impugn the con- 
duct or arraign the acts, far less to question the 
perfect purity and honesty of intention of any gen- 
tleman, especially those gentlemen of his own 
party, for whose opinion and character, public and 
private, he felt the utmost respect, and even at- 
miration. But he begged leave to differ from them 
on this question. His opinion was, that the alarm 
which had been raised here was unnecessary; and 
therefore he could not concur entirely in the course 
which some gentlemen pursued, though he consid- 
ered it a great misfortune that he was constrained 
to differ from them. 

These were the remarks which, when he asked 
| the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Levin} to 
į withdraw his motion for adjournment, he had de- > 
sired to address to the House. He should not be 
enticed away by his feelings, on the one hand, nor 
by the arguments he had heard, on the other, from 
the resolution he had formed not to be drawn into 
a premature discussion upon the subject of the 
Wilmot proviso. Such a discussion was worse 
| than useless; it could lead to no good result, but 
would be productive of positive mischief. He 
therefore hoped that the House would adopt the 


i 
|| organize the House upon sectional grounds. 


suggestion of the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 


|| Duer,] and adjourn to some future day—either to 
And if it were the : 


Saturday or Monday—with a view to confer upon 
the best mode of effecting an organization of the 
House, and purely to the dispatch of the public 
business, 

Mr. C. having concluded— 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky, obtained the 
floor. He was, he said, no extremist in opinion, 
If there was any one district in the country which 
| felt a deep and abiding interest in the question un- 
| der consideration, he represented that district. He 
| had been astonished to hear the value of the Union 
| calculated here to-day. He had been astonished 
to hear the appeals which, from both geographical 
extremes of the country, had been made here to- 
iday. He believed that the astonishment which he 
himself felt would be responded to by the amaze- 
ment which would strike deep into the hearts of 
i the people of this Republic. 
| For one, he was unwilling to adjourn. He had 
! heard from a gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
ALLEN,] who represented one class of opinions, an 
appeal to the North to tarry until to-morrow, and 
He 
had heard from the gentlemen from Georgia [Mr. 


l! Toomss and Mr. SrepHens] the declaration that 


discord might reign in this Hall until the House 
could be organized, by concessions made to their 
Opinions and wishes. He had heard a member of 
the Democratic party [Mr. McLanz] attempt to 
rally his party toan organization of this House on 
the mere principle of opposition to the Adminis- 
tration. He asked members of this House whether 
it was right—whether it was fair—whether it was 
proper that the work that remaised to be done 
should be done in secret? For one, he claimed to 
bea friend of the Union; a lover of his country, 


and of its institutions. The country expected 


į that they weuld remain here and organize—that 
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they would consummate the preliminary arrange- 
ments for the dispatch of the public business. He 
was in favor of sitting here, and not giving gentle- 
men representing any extreme a further oppor- 


tunity to strike at what he conceived to be public | 


disorganization, Were there not friends enough 
of order and of anion in this Hall now—after the 
declaration of opinions from all the extremes—to 
say that they would no longer procrastinate, but 
would proceed to the dispatch of the public busi- 
ness? If there were, he appealed to them to stand 
firm, and not to adjourn until, as the gentleman 
from Maryland [Mr. McLane] has suggested, a 
fair portion of the day had been given to the public 
interests. {Applause.] i 

Mr. McLANE desired to say a word of ex- 
planation. 

Theke were now loud demands over the Hall 
that the roll should again be called. ` 

The Clerk invited the tellers, whose duty it has 
been to count the votes on the election of Speaker, 
to resume their seats at the Clerk’s table. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved that there 
be a cail of the House. He had no doubt, he said, 
that some gentlemen had left the Hall under the 
impression that no further voting would take 
place to-day. . 

(Cries: “ They should not have left; call the 
roll.” 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, moved that 
the House adjourn. 

And the question having been taken, and decided 
in the negative, the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. JONES insisted on his motion that there 
be a call of the House. 

The question was taken and decided in the nega- 
tive. 

So the House decided that there should not be 
a call of the House. 


VOTE FOR SPEAKER. 


The House thereupon proceeded to vote, viva 
voce, for the election of Speaker. : 

Messrs. Hintiarp of Alabama, Srrone of 
Pennsylvania, Duer of New York, and Mixer 
of Ohio, resumed their seats atthe Crerx’s table, 
as tellers to count the vote. 

The roll was then called the forty-first time, 
when the tellers reported that the whole number 
of votes given was 224; necessary to a choice 113; 
of which— 

Mr. Winthrop received... ..eseceeereees 009 

Mr. H. Cobb....... 

Mr."Boyd...ceeeseees 

Mr. Potter. ...... ee 

Mr. Stanly .cscsceeevccenccn ccc cereeneeal 

Mr. Moreheaddl. ua csr cece cece ee lO 

Mr. Bayly sesesssesesosesesesesererere Ĝ 

Mr. WilMotsesesssesseeecaeseseseses A 

Mr. Thaddeus Stevens, ...seseseoororsee 4 

Mr. McGaughey. .sesesasereeseeseseees 

Mr. R. M. McLane. .... 0... ee ee ee eee 

Mr. Schenck.......50.6- 

Mr. McDowell... .-seeccceceereccees 

Mr. Gorman... .ceccceeececeres 

Mr. Hilliard. ..ccccescereesoons 

Mr. McClernand. seseasresseses 

Mr. Julian.. seessecssorereseeneereceee 2 

Mr. OutlaW...ssesesesseseeseseseeceee È 

Mr. Marshall. ..sssssscessececeecseeoee l 

Mr. Burt..ssssesssososeseesesseoser: 

Mr. Breck..esseoseossascsesoereeseses 

Mr. Frederick P. Sianton,...+eecceessee 

Mr. Strong. sesseesaereevesereesereesne 

Mr. Conrad.. cc cecseneceercevcceerete 

Mr. Andrew Jobhnson.... e.s... 

Mr. Ashmun....... 

Mr. MeLanahan...esesessorrecoresase 

Mr. Disney. ...e cee cereesceeeeeeererees 

Mr. Root. cece cc cscerece cece eersceeses 

Mr. Bingham. ..essesseasersereecreesee 

The following is the vote in detail: 


For R. ©. Winthrop—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, An- 
drews, Ashmun, Bennet, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, 
Chandler, Clarke, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Dixon, Duer, 
Duncan, Fowler, Freedley, Goadenaw, Gott, Gould, Grin- 
nell, Hay, Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, Hunter, Jackson, D. P. 
King, G. G. King, J. G. King, J. A. King, Marshall, Matte- 
son, Meacham, Morehead, Nelson, Newell, Phenix, Put- 
mun, Rees, Reynolds, Ristey, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, 
Sebermerhorn, Sehoolerat, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, 


sone eccstecee 24 


3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 


Pra pet poet at ft fret fod rk fe eed pet 


Stanty, Jehu B. Thompson, Thurman, Underhill, Vinton, į 


White, and Wilson. 

For Howell Cobb—Meserg, Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bayly, 
Beale, Bissel, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlia, Boyd, Albert G. 
Brows, Wiliam J. Brown, Buel, Edmunsson, Gorman, 
Green, Hackett, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson; Har- 


manson, Sampson W. Harris, T. L. Harris, Howard, An- 
drew Johnson, Jones, La Sére, R. M. McLane, Mc Willie, 
Miller, Morse, Parker, Phelps, Richardson, Savage, Thomas, 
Jacob Thompson, W., ‘Tompson, and Young. 

For Linn Boyd—Messrs. Burt, George A. Caldwell, H. 
Cobb, Cotvock, Daniel, Ewing, Gilmore, E G. Harris, R. W. 
Jobnson, Kaufman, J. Mann, Mason, McDowell, McQueen, 
Meade, Millzou, Orr, Potter, Robbins, Ross, F. P. Stanton 
Richard H. Stanton, Waliace, Wellborn, Wildrick, and 
Woodward. g R 

For Emery D. Potter—Messrs. Bingham, Joseph Cable, 
Cleveland, Dimmick, Doty, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Harlan, } 
Hibbard, Hoagland, Leffler, Littlefield, Morris, Olds, Peas- i Bee: 

Jee, Peck, Sawtelle, Stetson, Walden, Waldo, Wentworth, | the Constitution. When the popalar will 4 
| 


Whittlesey, and Wood. i pressed ina constitutional form, it becomes: laws 


For Blward Stunly—Messrs. Anderson, Bokee, Bowie, |! 7 + at oes 
; i? > |i but when it transcenda the limits of the Constitu- 


Joseph P. Caldwell, Casey, Deberry, Halloway, Hampton Á Ehon i 4 
Haymond, Kerr, McGaughey, Moore, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, || tion, it is not entitled to the authority of law. Be- 


Pitman, Schenck, Shepperd, Watkins, Williams, and Win- i: heving, as E do, that the measure known as the 

throp. | Wilmot proviso cannot be passed without a viola- 

1: tion of the rights enjoyed by a portion of the peo- 

i, ple of the United States protected by the Constitu- 
| tion, i deny the right of a majority to pass it.” 

As to a dissolution of the Union, if it should un- 

happily ever take place, it cannot be consummated 


Lreplied: that-the will of a` majority; 
érnment, was not the ‘law of the land; 


THESS 


cordance with the Constitution. “That the will of 
a Majority was neither. the Constitution <o È 


Government nor an-authoritative interpret 
the Constitutions... eke eye Es 

I can conceive of no greater tyranny than would 
exist if we were subjected to the will of a majorit 
Happily for us, in our Government we’ are 5 
tected against such tyranny by the provisions of 


Giddings, if p hig 
For Thaddeus Stevens—Mezsrs. Calvin, Dickey, H. Mann, || here. We can only inform the people that a crisis 
and Nes. | has arrived which demands their action.. They 


For Edward W. MeGaughey—Messrs. T, B. Butler, Cole, | 
and Sackett. 

For Robert C. Schenck— Messrs. Campbell and Crowell. | 

For James McDowell—Messrs. W. R. W. Cobb and Me- | 
Lanahan. 

For Willis A. Gorman—Messrs. Disney and Dunham. 

For Robert M. iicLane—Messts. Albertson and Cartter... | 

For George W. Julian—Messrs. Howe and Root. Í 
For Henry W. Hulierd—Messrs. Finis E. McLean and ; 


will then take such steps as they may think it- be- 
comes them to take, under the solemn responsi- 
bilities of their duty to their country, to them- 
selves, and to mankind. j : J 

Mr. HILLIARD having concluded— ` 

Mr. ASHMUN obtained the floor. : ; 


CORRECTION OF-A VOTE: 


i 
i 
i 
i 


Van Dike. f eae at 
For John A. McOlernand—Messts. Robinson and James Mr. HOUSTON, of Delaware, asked and ob- 
Thompson. * || tained-permission of the gentleman from Massa- 


For David Outlaw—Mr. Clingman. 


For Humphrey Murshall—Mr. A. Evans. || chusetts [Mr. Asmun] to correct an error’in’ the 


For Armistead Burt—Mr. Featherston. i! Daily Globe of this morning, as to his’ vote for 
For Duniel Breck— Mr. Honea edt - | Speaker, on the last vote which occurred yester- 
For rederi t P: Stanton- Air. Hu Kind |! day. He found himself, in that paper, recorded 
For Charles M. Onrad—Mr. Levin. |i as having voted for Lucus B. Pecx. That was a 


For Andrew Johnson—Mr. McCternand. ii mistake. The error was probably owing to the 
For George Ashmun—Mr. Thaddeus Stevens. 1i similarity in sound between the name of that gen- 
For Jumes X. M-Lanahan— Mir. Strong. ji tleman and the name of the gentleman for whom 
For David T. Disney—Mcr. Sweetser. lh hi Th i f h 

For Joseph M. Root—Mr. Tuck. {he cast his vote. e gentleman for whom he 


For Kinsley S. Bingham—Mr. Wilmot. | voted on that occasion, was Dawe. Breck, of 


No choice. li Kentucky, and not Mr. Peck, as erroneously re- 
Whereupon, on motion of Mr. HOUSTON, at || pore in na paper. He hoped the error would 

a late hour— {i 5 g 
; : i| Mr. ASHMUN then proceeded to say, that he 

at adjourneduntil to-morrow attwelve \| had risen to offer, for the consideration of the 


ij pesca a mode of organizing the House which, 
he thought, was the only practicable mode that 
IN SENATE. |! could be adopted. He Yee sure that after the 
Fray, December 14, 1849. j; scenes which had taken place yesterday in this 

The Journal of yesterday having been read— || Hall, every gentleman would see not only the. 

Mr. FELCH asked leave to withdraw from the | Importance, but the necessity of organizing: this 
files of the Senate the petition and papers of Wil- | body without further delay. it was well known to 
liam Woodbridge and Henry Chipman; which || the members that the CLerk possessed no power 
was granted. to preserve order here. He sat at the-desk merely 

After an interval of some time, a motion was || by the courtesy of members. He had no power 
made that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn to || over the police of this House, or over the galleries, 
meet on Monday next. i or over the lobbies; and unless that. power was 


Mr. FOOTE hoped the motion would not pre- || vested somewhere, the scenes which. were. wit- 
nessed here yesterday might be. witnessed here 


vail. It was extremely desirable that the message | S } ess 
and accompanying public documents should be j; again. Looking not only to the opinions and 


spread before the country with as litle delay as | 
possible; and as it was by no means certain that | 
the organization of the other branch would not be | 


! the interests of the public, but to the peace and 
| orderly conduct of the proceedings in. the House 
| itself, it was essential that a Speaker should be 


| reply to the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Baxer,]} i 


effected in time to allow of receiving them to-mor- || elected at once; and he begged leave to say, that 
row, he thougit it would be impolitic to adjourn |; whether the gentleman who might be chosen 
over. PRESIDENT Š f i Ppeaker prere a Whig ne aN was a 
The VICE S put the question on |, matter of much less importance than that there 
i nd a division having been called for ii should be a Speaker. If the choice should fall 

the motion, and a g ri p € ; I 
the vote stood—ayes 11, noes 23. i npon mre geneman mon vehi ae (Mr. Tona 
So the motion did not prevail. ji the House bnew the character of that gentleman 
After a further interval, and there being no busi- | sufficiently well to know that the ordinary duties 
ness before the Senate, || of the chair would be discharged with ability. If 
On motion, the Senate adjourned. | the choice should fall, as he (Mr. Asumun) thought 


a eee t should, upon the late Speaker of this House, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. Mr. Wiyturop,] the House and the. country 
Friar, December 14, 1849. 


| possessed a sufficient guarantee of the manner in 
The Journalof yesterday was read and approved. | which the duties of the office would be discharged 
The floor was claimed by a number of gentle- i| from the manner in which they had already been 
men, and was awarded by the Clerk to ` T discharged by him. FJis (Mr. Asnmun’s) own 
Mr HILLIARD, who said: l desire to correct i| OPinton was, that the House and the country 
the report ofa remark made by me yesterday, in ` Should be saved from the disorder which would be 
ee $ ; the certain result of the longer coativuance of the 
i present state of things. ; l 
| Mr. A. then sent his resolution to the CLERR’s 
|i table, which was read, as follows: 
| 
Resolved, Phat.the House now proceed tothe election of 
Speaker viva voce, and if upon tbe first call of the roll no 
H sou-stall receive a majority Of alt the votes, the roll 
i per ‘3 
Under- i shall again be caled, and ihe person: who shall receive the 
Mr < I! highest. nwsber of votes, provided it be not tess than onc- 
standing the gentleman [Mr. Baxgar] to say that i hig! tes; i 
he wouid leave the question kaown as the Wilmot |i third of the whole, shall be declared to be chosen. : 
proviso to be decided by a majority of the people, i] Mr.. WOODWARD asaid, that the resolution 


as I find it m the Globe of this morning, I an; 
reported to have said, that a majority of the peo- |; 
ple had no right, under the Consutution, to divide i 
the Union. tt 

This is an entire misconception of my remarks; | 
it is almost precisely the converse of it. 


offered by the gentleman from Massachusetts Mr. 


Asumun} suggested such action as should take | 


‘place after the House should have: gone through 
another courseof voting. . He might say, that be- 
‘fore the House could be brought to adopt the reso- 
lution, or the. members could prepare themselves 
to act.upon it—assuming that they. were prudent— 
it-might .be'necessary that a consultation should. 
take place. He. held in his hand a. proposition in 
relation to the action of the House upon the-elec- 
tion .of Speaker; andas the: action proposed. by 
hig ‘resolution was: instantaneous, whilst. that. of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts was ulterior, 
he:(Mr. W.)-appealed to the courtesy of the gen- 
tleman,-to allow. him to bring his resolution. to the 
notice of the:House. He thought that, perhaps, 


the proposition would be such as this House | 
At all events, he desired that it 
might be laid upon the table, and remain there, | 


would. entertain. 


subject to be taken up at any future time. 

Mr, ASHMUN said that there could be no ob- 
jection to the gentleman’s resolution being brought 
before the House for its information. 

_Mr. WOODWARD thereupon read the propo- 
sition which he wished to present, and which was 
in the following words: 

Resolved, That Linn Boyn, the senior member of the 
House, be and he is hereby, chosen Speaker pro tem., and 
that, upon his assuming the chair, the House will proceed 
to the election of Clerk, Sergeant-at-Arms, Doorkeeper, and 
Postmaster; and upon the election of those officers, the 
House will proceed to vote for a regular Speaker, and will 
continue so to vote, from day to day, until a regular Speaker 


shall be elected. And, in the mean time, the said temporary | 
Speaker shall not appoint any committee on behalf of the | 


House, nor shall the House itself elect any, or entertain any 
petition, bill, or proposition whatever, looking to legislation, 
until such regular Speaker shall have been duly elected. 


‘The resolution having been read— 


Mr. WOODWARD said, he hoped he might be | 
permitted briefly to present to the House some | 
of the considerations which had induced him to | 


offer it, 

In the first place, he would suggest that his in- 
dication of the individual was not invidious. The 
gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Boyo] was indi- 
éated aa the seniog member of the House. He 
believed that the gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. Winrnrop] was as clearly indicated, as 
having been the last presiding officer of the House; 


and he (Mr. Woopwarp) would say, that if a |! 


majority of the members should vote to substitute 
the name of Mr. Winturop, he would neverthe- 
less vote for it. 7 

There was now as much necessity as there had 
been at any time, if not more, for police officers in 
this Hall. There had been no time, nor was i 
likely that there would be any time, under a regu 


lar organization of the House, when the services | 


of a Sergeant-at-Arms had been so much demand 
ed. 


ing themselves into a mob. 
[Cries of ** Oh! no”—* Not so,” &c.] 
Mr. WOODWARD, (continuing.) He did not 
mean to say that they had as yet become such; but 
he did say that the process had already com- 
menced. That was true. The lobbies, exterior 


to the bar, the galleries, and the aisles in all de- | 


partments of the Capitol, were filled with crowds of 
poe If such a scene as had taken place in this 
ouse yesterday should occur again, no man 
knew what might follow. If a serious conflict had 
taken place between those members, in less than 
three minutes three hundred strangers would have 
rushed lato this Hall. He repeated, that he in- 
tended no reflection upon the House, or upon any 
articular member of it. e spoke of the House 


Inclusive of himself, and of all other members of | 


it, when he said, that the process of resolving them 
selves into a mob had already commenced. 
process had gone far enough. 
would go no further. 
gonze with a view to action, not upon the country, 


üt upon itself. Let them elect their officers at ' 


once. 
appropriate duties. What inconvenience, he would 


ask, could result from the appointment of a Speaker | 


protem.? What harm could follow? Itcould be 


. sae : e 
no party triumph, even if it were claimed as such. ; 


Whatinterests could suffer any disadvantage? The 
object of organization had reference to the internal 
economy of the House. 


provide the instruments without which the House 
could not proceed, A Sergeant-at-Arms, a Door- 


He meant no reflection upon either side of the 
House—Whigs or Democrats. They were resolv- | 


That i 
He hoped that it | 
The House ought to or- | 


Let these officers proceed to discharge their | 


kwas to act upon the; 
members themselves; it was to` enforce order; to | 
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keeper, a Postmaster, were as. indispensable to 
the House in its proceedings, as*any other pre- 
liminary arrangement. He would not, he re- 
peated, insist upon the name. of any particular 
gentleman.. He had not indicated him. - Circum- 
stances had done so; and if circumstances should 
more strongly suggest the name of another. indi- 
vidual, he was willing that thatname should be 
substituted.’ If the House was not prepared to 
adopt the resolution, he would. suggest that it 
should be laid upon the table, that it might be 
taken up at a future day. ; 
As the objection might be made that a tempo- 
rary Speaker could not be elected, except by a 
| vacancy of a regular Speaker, he would say he 
| thought the objection had no force. It was true 
that, in the decisions of courts, some such doctrine 
had been advanced; but no court had any authority 
here. The members of this House were them- 
selves the fountain-head of parliamentary law; it 
began with them; and its binding precedents were 
to be found with themselves in this hall. And if 
they thought it expedient that a temporary Speaker 
should succeed a regular one, they could so order. 
Had. not the House already, in a manner, -done 
this? Why was Mr. Sargent stationed at that 
desk, or Mr. Horner at the door? It was by the 
force of the condition of things which now existed. 
| These officers were no more connected with this 
House than was the late Speaker. 
Mr. W. having concluded— 
Mr. WILLIAMS, of Tennessee said : 
Mr. Crerx: I had attempted to get the floor for 
the purpose of offering the resolutions that I hold 
| in my hand, but failed to do so, the gentleman 
from Massachusetts having obtained the floor and 
I| offered his resolution, which differs some little 
from the resolutions that I shall presently send to 
the Clerk’s table to be read. The remarks just 
‘| made by the gentleman from South Carolina must 
|| satisfy every member of the necessity of a speedy 
organization of the Elouse. 1 am a Whig, sir, 
and I came here anxious indeed that the party to 
which | belong should elect a Speaker friendly to 
the Administration—a Speaker that would so 
arrange the committees that it would give to the 
distinguished individual at the head of the Govern- 
ment an opportunity of placing fairly before the 
country the measures and policy that will mark 
and distinguish this Administration. ` But, sir, as 
anxious as I am and have been to accomplish 
jj that object, I feel it to be my duty to-offer this 
f resolution, which will, if adopted by the House, 
i! end the contest in a few voles, and elect a Speaker. 
Should that individual be the distinguished gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, | would be pleased in- 
deed; but should he be the distinguished gentleman 
from Georgia, (Mr. Copp,} L shall be content, be- 
lieving that he will discharge the duties of the sta- 
tion with dignity and ability. Į am aware, sir, 
i that this resolution will be viewed by a small party 
; in this House as an iron rule. Be it so; for one, 
sir, I am willing to take the responsibility, and 
: run roughshod over that small party, believing that 
the public interest requires that! should do so. 
It is better, sir, that the feelings of a small party 
should be outraged, than that the interest of the 
| public should suffer. The Whig and Democratic 


ii parties have a large majority upon the floor, and 
ij the Speaker should be elected from one or the 


| other of those great parties; and if my resolution 
i is adopted, it will: produce that result; and the two 
parties owe it to themselves to adopt this resolu- 
| tion and put an end to this contest. 1 now send 
| you the resolutions to be read: 


Whereas the publie interest requires that turther delay 
in the organization of the House of Representatives should 
not lake piace ; and whereas the past experience of the ten 
days’ voung establishes the fact tuat itis extremely difficult 
tu accomplish so desirable a result: 

Be it therefore resolved, That no vote given for any mem- 
ber shall be counted by the tellers, unless such individual 
89 voted for shall have been nominated by his friends for the 
statton of Speaker. - 

Be it further resolved, That after the different gentlemen 
who are spoken of by their friends for that station shall have 
li been nominated, the House shail proceed to vote viva voce 
| for the individual so nominated; and the individual who 
receives the smallest number of voles upon the first count, 
his name shall be withdrawn, continuing the rule of with- 
drawing the name of the individual who receives the small- 
i est number of votes, until there is an election for the 
: Speaker. 


Mr. WOODWARD inquired whether he had 
understood the gentleman from Massachusetts 
| [Mr. Asxmun] as giving way for his (Mr. W.’s) 
| resolution? 


| . Mr. ASHMUN said, No, he had not given 
i way. He desired that the vote should be taken on 
his own resolution. f 

Mr. ROOT expressed the pleasure with which 
he had listened to the frank expression of views 
by the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Wir- 
L1aMs,] though he differed with the gentleman in 
many respects: But he could not for the life of 
him understand by what right the gentleman from 
Tennessee should prescribe to him (Mr. R.) the 
rule by which he should vote—should say, by a 
proposition which he called upon the House to 
adopt, that he should vote for the caucus candidate, 
or lose his vote. 
| Mr. WOODWARD interposed, and desired to 
suggest very respectfully, to the gentleman from 
Ohio, that they debate and act upon the resolution 
before the House. i 

Mr. ROOT replied that he would suggest to his 
friend from South Carolina, that if he would read 
the resolution before the House, he would not find 
it to differ much in principle from that of which the 
gentleman from Tennessee had given notice.. It 
was, perhaps, a little more decorous in its form, 
but in principle there was very little difference. 

Mr. WILLIAMS explained that his resolu- 
tian did not confine gentlemen, in their votes, 
to caucus candidates, but left every man at lib- 
erty at first to vote for whom he chose. He moved 
| his resolution as an amendment to that of Mr. 
ASHMUN. 

Mr. ROOT still held the floor. 

[Cries of “ Let us vote?’—** Question.’’] 

Mr. ROOT proceeded further to say that he ob- - 
jected to the whole thing—to both resolutions. He 
did not pretend that the majority of this House 
had not the right to organize: he knew that was 
the way in which it must be done; he was content 
and desirous that it should be done in that way. 
It should be done as quickly as possible. He did 
not ask that the House should go out of the two 
great parties for a candidate, but he merely-asked 
that he have the right to vote for whom he wished. 
He did not wish any member proscribed as a can- 
didate until he was proscribed by the election of 
another. If one party could not elect a candidate 
of their own, let them support some one taken 
from the other party; and let them come out boldly 
and do it, and not to attempt to plead, in extenua- 
tion before their constituents, that though they 
hated to, they were obliged, by a rule of the House, 
| to do so; and if gentlemen belonging to the two 
great parties. were so anxious to effect an organ- 
ization, let them unite in this way, without spend- 
ing more time in this unprofitable manner. 

While he was on the floor, he begged leava to 
refor to one other subject, andé@gen he should con- 
clude. : 

For. the first week of the session, and. perhaps 
for a longer time, the reason commonly, almost 
invariably, given by gentlemen of both the great 
parties for the failure to organize the House, was, 
the incorrigible obstinacy of the Free-Soilers and 
the impracticables. Well, he had thought it a 
queer reason. He had thought it very strange that 
over two hundred men should be put to such a 
perfect nonplus by less than twenty members. It 
was a greater responsibility than he,as one of 
the Free-Soilers, was willing to assume. But he 
thought the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Wit- 
Liama] a little oblivious. or inattentive, after the 
events of yesterday, to repeat the charge, either 
against the Free Soilers or the impracticables of 
this House. They. had had something else to 
prevent the organization. One of those gentlemen 
who. had spoken yesterday [Mr. Meape] had 
said, that if the House could not be organized in 
such a manner as to secure one kind of action, and 
to prevent another kind of action, he hoped in 
God that he had looked upon the last Speaker of 
the House of Representatives. Another gentle- 
man, (Mr. Toomss,] who had no doubt spoken 
| with sincerity, had said, that if a particular course 
i of policy was to be pursued here, “ let disorder 
; reign; and from the applause and the satisfaction 
i with which the declaration was received on both 
sides of the House, he (Mr. R.) had felt that there 
; Was something more than a small band of Free- 
: Soilers who stood in the way of an organization. 

_. The gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. McLaxe,] 
: in his remarks yesterday, bad taken the ground 
| that the way to put down these sectional feelings, 


| was to draw party lines tight and strong; that the 
| Speaker should be elected by an outright party 
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organization; and that the committees were to be i plurality vote. He had no particular affection for 
appointed so as ‘to be practicable and efficient. | his own proposition. 


That was the way to put down disorder. That |, from what quarter it might, he would vote for it. 


If it was right in itself, come | 


New Senes... No. 35 


Butin reply tothe remarks of the gentleman, I 
will say that, in referring to those who would 
blush at the disclosures that would follow, I bad 


was the way, in the language of the gentleman 
from Virginia, to look upon another Speaker. 

But gentlemen could not much tonger believe 
that it was the Free-Soilers who prevented an or- 
ganization. And let him tell gentlemen, resort to 
what means they might—use what party machin- 
ery they pleased—the object and design were per- 
fectly apparent to this House and to the whole 
country. It was to gag down a sentiment firmly 
established. Well, if gentlemen were the strongest, 
if they had a majority on this floor who concurred 
in that opinion, in God’s name let them go for- 
ward openly, manfully, and carry it out. He 
quarreled with no man for his honest convictions 
and action upon them; and he claimed for himself 
the same right. He would to God that northern 


men, representing northern constituencies, would |; 


stand up with the manliness in defence of their 


rights, as southern representatives did, and always i| 
had, since he (Mr. R.) had occupied a seat on this |, 


floor. 
Mr. McLANE (Mr. R. yielding for explana- 


tion) said that, in his remarks of yesterday, he : 


had fully intended to advocate a strenuous effort 
for effecting a strict political organization of the 


House of Representatives, as the best and perhaps | 


only means of avoiding a sectional organization. 
He did not, however, understand that a political 
or party organization was to be used for the pur- 
pose of smothering the local sentiment or opinions 
of either northern or southern men composing the 
political parties which divide the House and the 
country. 
sired that every local sentiment and opinion should 
be fully and fairly developed; but he did not de- 
gire to see local and sectional opinions made para- 
mount to the federal character of our Government 
and political parties. A just regard and respect 
for local opinions was at the base of our Federal 


Union, and if not always maintained, must neces- 


_ sarily drive men of the North and South into sec- 

tional organizations, and thus lead rapidly to a 
dissolution of the existing Confederacy. 

Mr. ROOF (resuming) said he would not enter 
into the distinction between national and local 
questions. He presumed he should differ with 
the gentleman from Maryland on that point. For 
one, he (Mr. R.) thought it was a matter of some 
national consequence whether the power and the 


influence of this Government were to be used to i 


extend the institution of slavery over territory now 
free. That was no ‘local’? question. If it were 
to be done, and to be done by the power and the 

‘patronage of the whole country; aye, if his con- 
stituents, among the people of the other sections, 
were to be taxed to carry out a policy which, in 
their souls and before God, they abhorred, he. be- 
lieved it would be merely paltering with this ques- 
tion, and not good policy to attempt to avoid it. 
Let gentlemen meet the question boldly, and not 
try to dodge. Let them represent the will of their 
constituents, if they could conscientiously; if not, 
let them back out, and leave their people to send 
other men here, who would fairly represent their 
views and feclings upon this great question. But 
let not gentlemen endesvor to smother up this 
thing. If they violated princip 
to violate them, they must sooner 
the consequences. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, took 
and addressed the House upon various , 
about an hour and twenty minutes. The points 
to which he directed his remarks may be briefly 
stated as follows: 

He expressed th 
proposition which 
gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. AsuMUN,] 
seemed to find some favor with the House. It 
would be, recollected that he had himself intro- 
duced something of a similar proposition last week. 
So far as he was personally concerned, he was 
anxious to see an organization o y 
the election of Speaker and other officers, even 1 
it could be effected by n 


the floor, 


e satisfaction he felt that the 


On the contrary, he (Mr. McL.) de- » 


les, and continued |; 
or later suffer į; 


topics for :. 


had been introduced by the | 


f the House by | 
i 
o other means than a 


{ 
| After alluding to the condition of parties in this | 


f House, which he designated as triangular—and 


no reference to him. From what I have heard of 
t 
i 
| 


| him, and judging from the speech he has made 
this morning, I have no idea that he could be 
made to blush at anything—he is past that. -7 

Mr. JOHNSON asked Mr. Sraniy whether he 
meant anything in a personal sense. me 

Mr. STANLY said, with good humor, Not at 
all—only in a. Pickwickian sense.” 9 2 7 

Mr. JOHNSON said, an individual that was 
bold enough, in open day, to come forward with a 
proposition which abandons the principles of the 
two great partiés, and to bargain with each other 
for the officers of the House—that ia, one take the 
| Speaker, the other the Clerk, and so on, till the 
| -whole fifteen or more officers were divided between 
! the Whigs and Democrats, combining for the pur- 
pose of excluding the Free-Soilers, a small minor- 
ity in this House, and thereby say to the coun- 
well-informed on the subject; and, if not, then he i try that it‘was the offices and the emolument.of 
should not have asserted what he did not know to || office that prevented the organization ofthis House, | 

; and not an honest difference of political opini ; 

| would not blush at that which would make oné of 
| those long-eared animals, that bray by: instinct, 
‘leave his oats. This, of course, is. meint inva 
Pickwickian sense. : 

Mr. J. then adverted to the subject of slavery, 
i and to the fact that the South had made the touch- 
i stone of Mr. Wixtaropr’s election to the Speak- 
ership his soundness upon that question. He 
arraigned the course and votes of Mr. WINTHROP 
| on that proviso, of which he argued that gentle- 
man was the real, whilst Mr., Witmor was but 
the putative father. He declared that he would 
i rather this day vote for Mr. Grppines than for 
Mr. Winturop as Speaker; and accused the latter 
of playing the politician with the South in order to 
secure his own political preferment. 

After brief interruptions by Messrs. 
WINTHROP, and Scuenck— 

Mr. J. proceeded to’ arraign the action of Mr. 
Homes, of South Carolina, in relation to the 


|| having also alluded, passingly, to the conspicuous 
| part which the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Root] 
l! had taken in the debate since the commencement 
|| of the session, Mr. J. proceeded to notice the de- 
j| nunciations with which his own proposition had 
|; been received the other day, and to vindicate that 
i| proposition from the charge that it wasan infringe- 
| ment of the Constitution. 

1, From this topic he passed on to a notice of the 
| remarks which had been made yesterday by the 
| gentleman from Louisiana, (Mr. Conrap,] in eu- 
logy of Mr. WINTHROP’S administration of the 
` duties of the Speaker’s chair. He (Mr. Jouxson) 
i would like the gentleman to show the data upon 
i, which he had founded these remarks. He must 
‘| presume that the gentleman could not have been 


| 
| 
| 


‘be the fact. If the gentleman was posted up in 
|, these matters, and knew their history thoroughly, 
he must have known that the eulogy he had ut- 
| tered was not merited. Instead of having com- 
` manded and received the universal respect, the |; 

gentleman, on reference to the record, would find 

:i that a very respectable minority had, on the last 

‘night of the last session, recorded their votes 
against the resolution of thanks to the late Speaker 

© for his dignity and impartiality; besides which, 

forty-five members sat in their seats refusing to 
vote. 

Mr. J. now proceeded to arraign the course of 
Mr. Winrwrop in his organization of the com- 
mittees of the last Congress, showing that the | 
! chairmen of twenty-four out of thirty-seven com- ;i 
i mittee had been taken from the non-slaveholding | 
` States, leaving only thirteen chairmen to be dis- 
; tributed among fifteen slaveholding States. 

Mr. WINTHROP (interposing) briefly reiter- 

' ated the declaration he had made yesterday, that 

‘he did not intend to be drawn into a discussion |: election of Speaker at the last Congress. 

' here in relation to his administration of the duties |, Mr. HOLMES (interposing) said he would 
of the chair. He simply stated, that by reference | merely remark, that he was satisfied with what 
to the numbers of Representatives from the slave- he had done last year towards placing inthe chair 

| holding and the free States, it would be seen that, | of this House a gentleman of talents, of patriotism, 

: in the appointment of chairmen of the committees, and of virtue. In other words, he had no tmisgiv- 

ihe had observed the rules of due proportion be- i| ings and no repentance for the course he had then 

' tween the two. taken. 

Mr. JOHNSON proceeded with his remarks, Some conversation passed 

ing Mr. W. upon other points connected |; 80N and Mr. Honmes. — : 

‘with the same topic, and denying, on these Mr. J. then referred in terms of commendation 

ii grounds also, the justice of the eulogy which the || to the position taken by Messrs. Toomas and STE- 

|| gentleman from Louisiana had pessed upon him. |} PRENS, though at the last Congress they had voted 

1! ° Mr. J. adverted to the remarks of Mr. STANLY | for Mr. Wixrnror for Speaker.. He adverted to 

especially to that portion of them the support which the South had given to Gen, Tay- 

ihat he blushed not for his own, || lor and Mr. Fillmore, and argued that the South 


Asamun, 


j 


between Mr. Jonn- 
: arraign 


H 


i ona former day, 
ii in which he said 


|, but for the Democratic side of the House. And | might despair of any aid from those quarters. Fle 
I Mr. J. argued that the proposition which the gen- recited the various anti-slavery propositions which 
|i tleman from North Carolina had himself offered, || had been introduced into the House since the elec- 


tion of the present Whig Administration. It was 
no wonder, he said, that the South had at last be- 
come alarmed, and was moving upon the subject. 
He rejoiced that she was coming to herself. Georgia 
and Tennessee seemed to be moving, and he trast- 
ed that even North Carolina, which appeared to 
At this point of the remarks of Mr. J. | have been slumbering so long, would ultimately 
Mr. STANLY interposed and said: Will the (come up fair upon this question. The: South 
© must stand together—she could not be divided. 

> Mr. JOHNSON yielded the floor. | Mr. J, referred to the value and extent of the 
| Mae, STANLY said: Mr. Clerk, when I offered |) interests involved in the slave labor of the South, 
‘and its importance with relation to the products 
of the free white labor of the North. On this sub- 
ject Mr. J. spoke at some length. ; 

Mr. CLINGMAN rising, said he wished. to 
| But the gentleman refers to what I said relative | make an inquiry of. the gentleman from Ten- 
to “blushing.’? I thought, since the exposure | nessee, -{Mr. Jounson,] as to whether he under- 
made on Wednesday last, that everybody under- | stood him correctly in eaying that North Carolina 
| stood what I referred to. Certain honorable gen- | was slumbering long. K 
© Jemenon the other side had said, on that day, Mr. JOHNSON disclaimed ‘any disrespect to 
li that their thanks were due to some of us on this the Sinte pni mni ee she was not so forward 
| side, for saving them from “ odium.” But I do |; assomme of the States, Wc, 
| not. wish to go further in that discussion—it is B Mr. CLINGMAN said that many 
t pouring water on & drowned rat = jl thonght North Carolina asleep, merely 


l. partook more strongly of the character of a bar- i 
| gain and sale than anything which had taken place `; 
; on the Democratic side of the House, and was |. 
‘| calculated to produce a deeper crimson on the 
© cheek than could be called up by anything done on 


i: that side. 


|, gentleman allow an interruption? 


‘i the resolution referred to, which the gentleman 
| denounces, I stated it was the suggestion ofa Dem- 
© ocrat, and of an honorable man. I therefore pass 
= over what is said against that resolution. 


j 
į 


| 


i 
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she. was. not always talking; that when -talk- 
ing only was to be done, she ‘left it to. others; 
bat when the time: for action arrived, no State 
was before her. . As soon as the news of the 
battle of Lexington arrived, (more than a year 
before the Declaration of Independence,) or within 
a few days thereafter, the people of North Carolina 
met together in. Mecklenburg, and in a number of 
the other counties, and atonce formally. dissolved 
the bands which had connected them with Great 
Britain, and established a government for them- 
selves. If there should be a necessity for action 
to protect the rights and liberties of the South, no 
State would bé more forward than she in any 
proper action: - 

Mr. C. further ‘said, that this being the first 
occasion on which he had been before the House 
in-any way, to prevent misconception as to his 
views, he thought proper to say, that though 
his course in voting for a Speaker was different 
from that of the gentlemen from Georgia re- 
ferred to, yet he approved the course of remark 
in which they had indulged yesterday. The 
sentiments generally expressed by Mr, Toomss 
met his cordial approbation; and he had repeatedly 
said that the speech of that gentleman was one of 
the ablest, most forcible, and eloquent he had ever 
heard, as was evident from the profound and ex- 
cited sensation it produced over the House. In 
his general views, as well as those of his colleague 
(Mr. Srernens] and of the gentleman from Ala- 
bama, [Mr. Hiizary,] he fully concurred. But 
he thought that the southern members, being in 
the minority, ought rather to allow the “House to 
be organized as formerly, and wait the course of 
events. If improper measures should be brought 
forward, then would be the time to make a dem- 
onstration against them in the most effective man- 
ner. While he hoped that no such necessity 
would arise, he had no doubt but that it would be 
met in the proper manner by the South. 

As to Mr. Wixruror, he differed entirely in 
opinion with the gentleman from Tennessee, re- 
garding that gentleman as eminently qualified for 
the station of Speaker, he having presided over 
the last House with great ability and dignity. His 
personal preference would lead him to vote for 
Mr. Winturop, independently of other consider- 
ations. This statement he thought it fit to make, 
lest it should be supposed that differences in cast- 
ing votes for Speaker implied a difference of opin- 
ion with regard to the rights and duty of the 
South. 

Mr. WOODWARD. Will the gentleman from 
Tennessee allow me to make an observation? The 


gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. Cuneman] | 


has alluded to a historical event, which can no 
longer be questioned, though it was at one time 
disputed, to wit: That prior to the Declaration of 
Independence by the United Colonies, in 1776, a 
Convention at Charlotte, in the State of North 
Carolina, did declare the people they represented 
independent of Great Britain. If the House wiil 
excuse roe, I will add another historical fact, not 
heretofore brought to notice. In the Convention: 


at Charlotte, there was a delegate from South | 


Carolina, and this delegate was one of the commit- 
tee of three who reported the resolutions to the 
Convention. - 

Mr. JOHNSON disavowed any disrespect in 
the allusion he had made to the Old North State. 
Heretofore, and in some particular instances, she 
had seemed a little slow. The gentleman from 
North Carolina [Vir. Cruveman] seemed to have 
voted for Mr. WintHrop from personal prefer- 
ence, yet he had said he approved the remarks of 
the gentleman from Georgia. Why not imitate 
the action and the exampie of the gentleman from 
Georgia? Did not the gentleman from North 
Carolina know that Mr. Winrnrop was a Wib 
mot proviso man; that he had organized the com- 
mittees in the manner stated by him, (Mr. J.;) 
and that he had voted against the admission of 
Florida into the Union, because she was a slave- 
holding state? These things the gentleman well 
knew ; yet when he came to vote, it was quite an- 
other thing. That. great master of the human 
heart, Shakspeare, had described this sort of vacil- 
lating action as ** keeping the word of promise to 
the ear, but breaking it tothe hope.” Te (Mr. 
J.) thought that the gentleman from North Car- 
olina, and the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
were both in the same category. They professed 

*one thing and did another. 


‘In conclusion, he alluded-to the united front which 
the South at last presented—declaring his affection 
for the Union, and deprecating its-dissolution; but 
expressing his conviction that the only mode by 
-which it could be preserved, was by a resolute ad- 
herence to the position which the South had taken, 
of timely resistance against any aggressions that 
might be made upon her. ae ; 

Mr: HOUSTON, of Delaware, rose and sent to 
the Clerk’s table a resolution, which was read for 
information, proposing to confine the speeches of 
gentlemen, until a Speaker was elected, to fifteen 
minutes. 

Me. HARRIS, of Illinois, moved that the resolu- 
tion be laid on the table. 

M. VENABLE simultaneously moved that 
the whole subject be laid on the table. 

[Loud cries on all sides of the House: ‘* Vote— 
vote-—let us go to voting.’’] 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Deiaware, referring to the 
motion which had been made to lay the whole 
subject on the table, said that his resolution was 
not yet before the House, it having been read for 
information alone. Hegave notice, that at a proper 
time, he would offer that resolution. 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, inquired of the 
Cierx what the several propositions pending be- 
fore the House were? 

The Crerx proceeded to explain them. 

Mr. WOODWARD interposed with the re- 
mark that his resolution had not yet been formally 
offered by him. 

Mr. VENABLE again moved to lay the sub- 
ject on the table, 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, inquired 
whether the proposition of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Asumun] was not the only 
proposition-pending before the House, and whether 
it was not upon that alone that the members were 
called to vote? 

The Crerx said that the pending proposition 
was the resolution of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, and that a motion had been made to lay 
that resolution on the table. 

The resolution was again read for information. 

And the question, ‘* Shall this resolution be laid 
upon the table??? was then taken, and decided in 
the affirmative without a division. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

The House now, by a very general voice, de- 
manded the call of the roll. - 


DEBATE TERMINATED. 


Mr. DIMMICK, of Pennsylvania, now rose 
and offered the following resolution, which was 
read: í 

Resolved, That this House shall proceed to the election of 
a Speaker, and continue its efforts to effect such an elec- 
tion, without debate from any member of this House, until 
an election is effected. 

Mr. WOODWARD said that he desired to make 
a single observation. The proposition which he 
had introduced was perfectly consistent with every 
resolution that had been offered. They might 
adopt it, and adopt every resolution which had 
been before the House. ‘Phis one might follow. 

The question was then taken on the resolution 
of Mr. Dimuick, and was decided in the afirma- 
tive by an overwhelming “aye.” 

So the resolution was.adopted. 

[The annunciation was greeted with strong 
marks of approbation.] 
| ‘The call of the roll was then again demanded 
from every part of the Hall. 

And the House again proceeded to vote for 
Speaker viva voce. 

Messrs. Hitriarp of Alabama, Srrene of 
Pennsylvania, Duzer of New York, and MILLER 
of Ohio, resumed their seats at the Clerk’s table 
as tellers, to count the vote. 

The roll was then called the forty-second time, 
when, the tellers reported that the whole number 
fof voles given was 225; necessary to a choice 113; 
of which— 


Mr. Boyd received. ..s.cscceesecceevee OL 
Mr. Winthrop. .ssseersesesesereeeesas 36 
Mr. Stanly... .sossossoeseasesseesoseee 3O 
Mr. Pouter....... 24 
Mr. Howeil Cobb... . cc cece e eee eee 18 
Mr. Thaddeus Stevens. .......eeeeeeeee AL 
Mr. Morehead ...--.eecee ee eeeeeceeees 9 
Mr. Rober? M. McLane.........-+..-02.- 8 
Mr. Wilmot. .........0.c ec cseeaeeeene 6 


H Mr. Duets... scccscseascccccsccsencae D 


Mr. Hilliard... .ccce veces cwareerecace 


3 
Mr. McGaughey......... 3 
Mr. Outlaw....... 0.20068 2: 
Mr. McDowell. ............ cc ceeeeeeee 2 
Mr. Marshall.........e000. soo 
Mr. Disney .....ccccecececcccsscveeee 2, 
< Mr. Julian... E E A 
Mr. Vinton...... Wie dia ale Geeiial eee ar Tews 
Mr. Gorman...ssssvesecceresececesens AL 
Mr. Toombs... .ccsscecececesccccseves A 
Mr. Frederick P. Stanton. ......sse00- I 
Mr, Newell......cssscccecsescemsecee, d 
Mr. Tuck. ...eesee i 
Mr. Baker...... 1 
Mr. Fuller...cccscccsccserccccvcnennees L 
Mr. McClernand........--ceeeecseeeee I 
Mr. Durkee... ccc ce cece ec ee ee soeeeee | 
225 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For Linn Boyd—Messrs. Bayly, Bissell, Bocock, Bow- 
don, Bowlin, Burt, George A. Caldwell, Howell Cobb, Col- 
cock, Daniel, Ewing, Gitmore, Hackett, Hall, Haralson, 
Harimanson, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas 
L. Harris, Holladay, Holmes, Howard, Robert W. Johnson, 
Kaufman, La Sére, Lefer, Job Mann, Mason, McCler- 
nand, McMullen, McQueen, MeWillie, Meade, Miller, 
Morse, Orr, Phelps, Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, 
Ross, Savage, Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. 
Staion, Thomas, Venable, Wallace, Welborn, and Wood- 
ward. 

For Robert O. Winthrop—Messrs. Alexander, Brooks, 
Burrows, ‘Thomas B. Butler, Clarke, Conrad, Corwin, Dix- 
on, Fowler, Freedley, Goodenow, Gott, Hay, Hebard, Jack- 
son, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. King, Jobn 
A. King, Marshali, Matteson, Meacham, Nelson, Newell, 
Ous, Putnam, Reed, Ristey, Schermerhorn, Silvester, 
Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, White, and Witson. 

For Edward Stanly—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Bokee, 
Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Joseph P. Caldwell, Chandler, De- 
berry, Duncan, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Haymond, Hen- 
ry, Kerr, McGaughey, Outlaw, Phoenix, Pitman, Rose, 
Sehenck, Schoolcraft, Shepperd, John B. Thompson, Thur- 
man, Vinton, Watkins, Williams, and Winthrop. 

For Emery D. Potter—Messrs. Bingham, Joseph Cable, 
Cartter, Cleveland, Dinmick, Doty, Fiteb, Gerry, Harlan, 
Hibbard, Hoagland, Littlefield, Marris, Peaslee, Peck, Saw- 
tele, Stetson, Strong, Walden, Waldo, Wentworth, Whit- 
tlesey, Wildrick, and Wood. 

For Howell Cobbh—Messrs. Ashe, Averett, Bay, Beale, 
Boyd, Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Edmundson, 
Featherston, Green, Andrew Johnson, Jones, McDowell. 
Rohnert M. McLane, Miller, Parker, Jacob. Thompson, and 

oung. 

For Thaddeus Stevens—Messrs. Calvin, Casey, Dickey, 
Hampton, Horace Mann, Nes, Ogle, Rockwell, Sackett, 
Underhill, and Van ivyke. 

For Charles S. Morehead—Messrs. Chester Butler, Duer, 
HWiviard, James L. Johnson, McKissock, Morton, Owen, 
Toombs, and Levin. ` 

For Robert M. McLane—Messrs. Albertson, Buel, Dun- . 
ham, Fuller, Hamilton, Hammond, Robinson and William 
Thompson. s 

For David Wilmot—Messrs. Allen, Booth, Durkee, Gid- 
dings, Preston King, and Tuck. 

For William Duer—Messrs. Ashmun, Beunett, Reynolds, 
Rumsey, and Thaddeus Stevens, ‘ 

For Edward W. McGaughey—Messrs. Baker, Cole, and 
Nathan Evans. 

For Henry W. Hillicyrd—Messrs. Alston, F. BE. McLean, 
and Morehead. 

For David Outlaw—Messrs. Clingman and Alexander H. 
Stephens. 

For James McDowell—Messts. Williamson R. W. Cobb 
and McLanahan. 

For Humphrey Marshali—Messrs. Alexander Evans and 
Houston. 

Z For David T. Disney—Messrs. Gorman and Sweetser. 

For George W. Jultan—Messrs. Howe and Root. 

For Sumuel F. Vinton—-Messrs. Hunter and Taylor. 

Yor Edward D. Baker~Mrt. Moore. 

For Thomas J. D. Fuller—Mr. Olds. 

Yor John A. Mc Olernand—Mr. James Thompson. 

For Charles Durkee—Mr. Wilmot. 

For Robert Toombs—Mr. E. C. Cabell. 

For @Villium A. Newell—Mr. Campbell. 

Por Amos Tuck—Mr. Crowell. 

For Willis A. Gorman—Mr. Disney. 

For Fredesick P. Stanton—Mr, Hubbard. 


No choice. 


Mr. McLEAN, of Kentucky, offered the-follow- 
ing resolutions, which were read by the Clerk: 


Resolved, That upon the first vote for Speaker, whoever 
shail receive a plurality of the votes, provided that plu- 
rality shall be forty-nine hundredths of all the votes cast, 
shall be Speaker of the House. And 

Resolved, further, That should no one be chosen on the 
first vote, that upon the second vote, whoever shall receive 
a plurality of voles, provided that plurality shall be forty-eight 
hundredths of at) the votes cast, shail be declared Speaker, 
Aud upon the third vote a plurality of forty-seven hundredths 
shall elec and upon the fourth vote forty-six handredths; 
and thus falling one, until a Speaker is elected, 


Mr. BAYLY rose and said, that he should move 
to lay the resolution on the table.. Debate was not 
now in order, having been prohibited by the rego- 
lution which the House bad just adopted. If de- 
bate were in order, be thought he could satisfy 
the House that this resolution was unconstitu- 
tional. 


‘GLOBE 


The question was then taken on the motion of || 


Mr. Bayziy,and decided in the affirmative without 
a division. j 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

The roll was then called the forty-third time, 
when the tellera reported that the whole number 
of votes given was 225; necessary to a choice 113; | 
of which— ; eras 

Mr. Boyd received... .......c0ce0cee0s 68 

Mr, Stanly. ..sse.cecossensesecenccoee 40 

Mr. Winthrop...... ccc seermsccerece 25 

MA POUCE sc once ce cdiecsztersseevrsen OF. | 

Mr. Stevens, of Pennsylvania.....-...+- 13 

Mr. Morehead... 20... cease eecceeneee 10 


give. members the benefit of a day at the depart- 
ments. 

The Cierx having stated the motion— 

Tellers were asked and refused. 

The question was then taken; but the Clerk 
could not decide by the sound what the result was. 

The yeas and nays were then demanded on the 
motion to adjourn; and it was yet doubtful whether 
they had been ordered or not, when— 

Mr. WOODWARD said, that as there was an 
evident disposition to take another vote, he would 
withdraw his motion. 

So the motion to adjourn to Monday was with- 
drawn. 


until to-morrow, at twelve o’clock. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved that when the House 
adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Monday next, at 
twelve o’clock. 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered. 

Mr. CARTTER moved that the House adjourn 
until to-morrow, at twelve o'clock. 

After some conversation, the motions to adjourn 
were withdrawn, or, at least, not persisted in; for 
it was impossible, in the confusion, to tell precisely 
what became of them. 


|| The roll was then called the forty-fourth time, 
|i when the tellers reported that the whole number | 


Mr. McLane, of Maryland. sses osaesen T 
Mr. WIlMObesssssssusseseeseenersee 6 | 
Mr. Cobb, of Georgia. .s.essesesssseese 6 
Mi Dreri ses drese aeeoe roe EYE asa 5 
Mr. Biiabd css os save soayes eos 2 
Mr. Conrad ...-eees 3 | 
Mer. Odtlaws saasasexes ces 3 
Mr. Baker.......-- e each 2 
Me. Julian... 1... eee 2 
Mr. Newell. .secescee 1 
Mr. McDowell......0eceeers 1 
Mr. McGaughey. .scceccoeeesereceseee Í 
Mr. Robinsons sssccccecceseseeevecesee l 
Mr. Marshall. .....c.eeceseeceerseeeeee oT 
Mr. Stanton, of Tennessee....c.sseeeeee l 
Mr. Vintonsrsiccccceeeseeeee sae 
Mr. McClernand........ 1 
Mr. Durkee. ..ccccessseeccscescoccence Lb 
225 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For Linn Boyd—Mesers. Ashe, Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bissell, | 


Bocock, Bowlin, William J. Brown, Burt, George A. Caid- 
well, Colvock, Daniel, Edimnudson, Ewing, Featherston, 
Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hackett, Hall, STaralson, Har- 
manson, {sham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, ‘Thomas 
L. Harris, Holladay, Holmes, Howard, Inge, A. Johnson, 
Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La Sére, Lether,- 
Liulefield, Job Mann, Mason, McClernand, McDowell, 
MeLanahan, MeMulien, McQueen, MeWillie, Meade, 
Miilson, Morse, Orr, Parker, Pnelps, Potter, Powell, Rich- 
ardson, Robbins, Ross, Savage, Sawtetle, Seddon, Fred- 
erick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Thomas, Jacob 
Thompsos, William ‘thompson, Venable, Wallace, Well- 
born, Woodward, and Young. 

For Edward Staniy—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Baker, 
Bokee, Bowie, Breck, Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, 
Joseph P. Caldwell, Chandler, Conrad, Corwin, Deberry, 
Duncan, Nathan Evans, Gould, Grinnell, Hatloway, Hay- 
mond, Henry, Houston, Kerr, Marshall, McGaughey, Out- 
ław, Pitman, Ristey, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, 
Shepperd, Taylor, John B. Thompson, Thurman, Underhill, 
Vinton, Watkins, White, Williams, and Winthrop. 

For Robert O. Winthrop~Mesers. Alexander, Bennett, 
Brooks, Burrows, Clarke,Conger, Dixon, Fowler,Goodenow, 
Gott, Hay, Hebard, Jackson, George G. King, Jas. G. King, 
Jobn A. King, Matteson, Meacham, Nelson, Newell, Pho- 
nix, Recd, Silvester, Spaulding, and Sprague. 


For Emery D. Potter—Messrs. Bingham, Cole, Cartter, | 


Cleveland, Bimmick, Doty, Fitch, Gerry, Barlan, Hibbard, 
Hoagland, Morris, Olds, Peaslee, Peck, Stetson, Sweetser, 
Strong, Walden, Waldo, Wentworth, Whittlesey, Wildrick, 
and Wood. i 


For Thaddeus Stevens—Messrs. Calvin, Casey, Dickey, | 


Freedley, Hampton, Danicl P. King, Levin, Horace Mann, 
Nes, Ogie, Putnam, Rockwell, and Sackett. 

For Charles S. Morehead—Messrs. E. C. Cabell, Cole, | 
Durr, Hilliard, James L. Johuson, McKissock, Finis B. į 
McLean, Morton, Owen, and Rose. | 

For Robert M. MceLane—Messrs. Albertson, Buel, Dun- | 
ham, Fuller, Hamilton, Hammond, and Robinson. 

For David Witmol— Messrs Atien, Booth, Durkee, Gid- 
dings, Preston King, and Tuck. } 

For Howell Cobb—Messts. Averett, Bowdon, Boyd, Al- | 
bert G. Brown, Miller, and R.M. McLane, i 


For Wiliam Duer—Messrs. Otis, Reynolds, Rumsey, T. ;; 


Stevens, and Wilson. 


For Charles ‘M. Conrad~Messrs. Ashmun, Stanly, and || 


Van Dy ke. ; | 

For David Outlaw-—Meesrs. Clingman, A. H. Stephens, : 
and Toombs. 

For Henry W. Hilliard—Messrs. Alston and Morehead. 

For Edword D. Buker—Messrs Briggs and Moore. 

For George W. Julian-—Messts. Howe and Root. 

Wor John A. McClernand—Mr. James Thompson, 

For James McDoweli—Mr. W. R. W. Cobb. 

For Edward W. McGaughey—Mr. Croweil. 

For John L. Robinson—Mr. Disney. 

For Humphrey Marshall—-Mr. A. Evans. 

For Prederick P. Stanfon—Mr. Hubbard. 

For Samuel P. Vinton—Mr. Hunter, 

For Charles Durkee—Mr. Wilmot. 

For Willian A. Newel-—Mr. Campbell, 


Wo choice. 


Mr. WOODWARD said he had risento make j 


a motion which was always in order. 

A great many members, hi in 
hands business of their constituents requiring at- 
tendance at the 
such as ought not to 


attend to it whilst 


ii Nelson, 
i| Sprague, and Stanly. 


ui Cable, Cartter, Cleveland, Dimmick 


if den, Wald 


i 
< : . |) ton King, Tack, and Gidd 
he said, had in their | © Š 


different departments—business |; 
be deferred. They could not ;; 
the House was in session, || 
without losing their votes on the election. of : 


of votes given was 223; necessary to a choice 112; 
| of which— 

| Me. Boyd received.......... 
Mr. Stanly . 49 
| Mr. Winthrop... es eseseeeeceeee eee ees QT 
Mr: Potters es cesses ccdeccescscetsess 22 
Mr. Stevens, of Pennsyivania........... 12 
Mr. Wilmot......seeee 
i) Mr. Morehead......+-.- 
| Mr. DUerssesossosesoeseoseasosesean 
1 Mr. StroNng..essosssssesessecedosecean 
Mr. Julians. .... eee EEA, 
Mr. OuUlläWssasseseccecsosososesoeoeees 
Mr. Hilliard, ...esoesesocesessoossosoee 
Mr. Cobb, of Georgiassessee Bussserss 
Mr. Schenck. 2.2... eee ence eee ee 
Mr. McGaughey . 
Mr. Robinson... ....cccceee cece eonee 
Mr. Baker... .. cece cee s cece eee e er eeee 
Mr. Stanton, of ‘Tennessee... -0...003s 
| Mr. Mann, of Massachusetts..... 
Mr. McClernand......seceeeceseveeens 
Mr. Durkee... cece cccee eee eeeceenee 


223 


seer eorces 


eee rece see 


ERETI 


foot bese peed jei ed paat ee jei DD VOW WANS 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For Linn Boyd—Messrs. Asle, Averett, Bay, Bavly, 
Beale, Bissel, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, A. G. Brown, 
W. J. Brown, Burt, George A. Caldwell, Huwell Cobb, Wil- 
liamson R. W. Cobb, Coicock, Daniel, Duntam, kdmund- 
son, Ewing, Featherston, Fulter, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, 
Hackett, Hall, Hamilton, Haralson, Harmanson, isbam G. 
Harris, Sampson W. Harris, T. L. Harris, Hibbard, Holladay, 
Holmes, Howard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Joho- 
son, Jones, Kaufman, La Sére, Lefer, Littlefield, Job 
Maun, Mason, McClernand, McDonald, McLanabau, R. M. 


Millson, Morris, Orr, Parker, Peastee, Phelps, Potter, Pow- 
ell, Richardsou, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Saw- 
telle, Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, 


Venable, Wallace, Wellborn, Woodward, and Young. 
|! For Edward Stanly—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Baker, 
| Bennett, Bowie, Breck, Brig 

Buuler, Joseph P. Caldwell, C 


| Haymond, Henry, Houston, Kerr, Daniel 
Moore, Morehead, t 
| Risley, Rose, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schooteratt, Shep- 


| perd, Taylor, Jotun B. Thompson, Thurman, Van Dyke, 


| Vinton, Watkins, White, Williams, and Winthrop. 
For Robert C. 
Í Burrows, Chandler, Clarke, Conger, Dixon, Fowler, Guode. 
“now, Gott, Halloway, Hay, Hebard, Jackson, George G. 
King, James G. King, John A. King, Matteson, Meacham, 


Newell, Phoenix, Reed, Silvester, Spaulding, 


For Emery D. Potter—Messrs. Albertson, Buel, Joseph 
; Doty, Fitch, Ham- 
| mond, Harlan, Hoagland, Peck, Stetson, Sweeter, Wal- 
o, Whitlesey, Wildrick, Wood, Olds, and Gerry. 

For Thaddeus Stevens— Messrs. Ashmun, Calvin, Dickey, 
Hampton, Levin, Horace Mann, Nes, Putnam, Rockwell, 
Sackett, Underhill, and Wilson. 

For David Wilmot—Messrs. Alien, Booth, Durkee, Pres- 


For Charles S. Morehent-- Messrs. Cole, Hilliard, J. L. 
| Johnson, McKissoek, F. E. McLean, and Owen. 
For David Outlow—Messrs. Clingman and Alexander H. 
| Stephens, 
For William 
Stevens. ; 
For Wiliam Strong—Messrs. Bingham and Wentworth. 


Speaker. He suggested, therefore, that the House 
should adjourn óver to Monday, with a’ view. to. 


Mr. LEVIN moved that the House adjourn | 


McLane, MeMutlen, McQueen, MecWillie, Meade, Miller, ! 


Strong, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Wiiliam. Thompson, į 


s, Chester Butler, Thomas B. | 

y, Conrad,Corwin, Deberry, | 
Duer, Duncan, Alexander Evans, Freedley, Gould, Grinneh, |! 
P. King, Marshall, |: 
Morton, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Putoam, | 


Winthrop—Messts. Alexander, Brooks, i 


Duer—Messrs. Reynolds, Rumsey, and T. ; 


For Johw A. McClernand- Mr: James Thompson 


For George W. Julian—Messrs. Howe and Koot: 


< Bor. Edward: W: Mc Gaughey—Mr. Crowell, 
For Frederick P. Stanton—Mr. Hubbard. 
For Robert C. Sckenck—Mr. Campbell. 5 
For Edward D. Baker—Mr: ACEvans. 
For Henry W. Hilliard—Mr. Alston... 
For John L. Rotinson—Mr. Disney: 
For Charles Durkee—Mr. W ilmot. 
For Horace Mann—Mr. Hunter. : 
For Howell Cobb—Mr. Boyd. 


No choice. ere 

Mr. RICHARDSON moved that: the 
adjourn until to-morrow, at twelve o'clock... 

Mr. SCHENCK moved Monday; att 
o’clock. : os 

Mr. MASON offered the follow 
which was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the members of the House shall receive 
no per diem pay for services prior tothe election of Speaker; 
and their pay shall commence from the day upon which the 
Speaker shail be efected. : 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved’ to amend 
|] the resolution by adding to the end. thereof the 
words, ‘And that the members shall receive no. 
| mileage unless they shall elect a Speaker’ to-mor- 
row. : ; a; 

Mr. MORSE moved that the'resolation be Jaid 
| upon the table. BN 

The Crean stated that the question pending 
before the House was on the motion: to adjourn. 

Mr. CARTTER said he would : accept-:the 
amendment of the gentleman from Tennessee {Mr. 
Jones] as a modification of his resolution. 

The question was again stated to beon; the mo- 
tion to adjourn until Monday next, attwelveo’clock, 

The yeas and nays were asked and refused. 

Tollers were asked and appointed, (Messrs. 
Peck and Crineman?) : 

And the question having been taken, the vote 
stood, in favor of the motion 92—against: it 98. 

So the House refused to adjourn to Monday next. 

The question then recurred on the motion-that 
the House adjourn until to-morrow, at twelve 
o’clock. ; : 

The yeas and nays were asked and refused. 

The question was then put, and there ‘being'a 
| doubt as to the result, the Clerk was: about to 
| count the House, when the motion to adjourn was 
withdrawn. 

Mr. KAUFMAN renewed it. 

And the question having been taken and decided 
in the affirmative— : 
| The House adjourned until to-morrow, at twelve 
| o’clock. : ee 
i E 
| IN SENATE. 
Sarurpay, December 15, 1849.° 


i} The Hon. Sam Housron, Senator from the State 
| of Texas, appeared in his seat in the Senate. 

Mr. UNDERW.OOD asked leave to withdraw 
from the files of the Senaie the petition and papers 
of Johnson & Sirader. ct 

Mr. BUTLER desired the honorable member 
from Kentucky to state the reasons for the motion. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said that he had: been 
|! formed that the Senate had upon. two different oc- 
casions passed a bill-in the case in question, and 
thus sanctioned the claim. The object of the party 
now was to bring it before the House as soon as 
| possible. It was a mere question of time. 

i The motion to withdraw the papers was then 
! agreed to. 


ing, resolution, 


EXECUTIVE BUSINESS. 

Mr. BERRIEN rose and said: I hold in my 
hand a resolution for the present consideration of 
| the Senate, if there be no objection, or at some fuy 
|| ture time, as may be the wish of the body. The 
! object of the resolution is to require the appoint- 
ment of a committee to wait upon the President of 
the United States to notify him of the fact of our 
|! organization, and our readiness to receive any com- 
| munication he may be prepared to make in relation 
to executive business. I have deemed it desirable, 
in the event of the.continued postponement of the 
organization of the other branch of the National 
Legislature, that we may occupy ourselves in 
transacting that business which docs not require 
he coöperation of the otber body. oe 

The resolution was then sent to the desk, and 
read by the Secretary, as follows, viz: 

Resolved, That a Comnii‘tee, to consist of three Senators, 
be appointed to wait on the President of the United States, 
o notify him that the Senate. is now organized and ready 
ii to receive anv communication which fe may think proper 
ii eo make to them in relation. 10 matters which are within 
(| the sphere ef their separate constitutional action. j 


Į 
! 
t 
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THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. President, in resuming the 


AY. 
seat which [ occupy in this body, it has been my 
desire to take the lead upon no subject; and of no 


Mr: CG 


but to perform in the best manner I can the 
duties incident to my position. I should have of- 
fered a proposition similar to that which the hon- 
orable Senator from Georgia has presented, but 
from this disinclination on my part to appear to 
propose to take the lead in any matter. - 
Sir, | approve of that resolution, and I have 
arisen for.the purpose of expressing my concur- 
rence in it, Indeed, unless some other Senator 
desire it, I do not see any necessity for its post- 
onement.. I think it might be adopted now, for 
y so doing’ we can gain one or two days. 7 
With respect to precedents upon this subject, I 
ani unadvised, though I have no doubt they could 
be found. When the same state of things existed 
a few years ago in the House, it is well known 
that the Senate proceeded in the discharge of its 
executive daties.. But, sir, in the absence of all 
precedents in’a case so rare and so much to be re- 
retted—such as that which exists in the other 
Branch of Congress—the importance of the case 
will supply the absence of precedents. , 
The only difficulty that occurred to my mind 
related to the deference and respect due to the other 
House. But a. moment’s reflection satisfied me 
that it was impossible that any member of that 
House could take umbrage or exception at our 
proceeding to discharge our executive duties. So 
far from it, 1 should think that directly the reverse 
of that sentiment would prevail; that it would be 
a matter of congratulation to them that, while 
they labored under an inability to perform their offi- 
cial;functions, which they as well as we regretted, 
the other branches of the Government could go on 


party, 


in the performance of their duties. It does not, | 


therefore, appear to me that any imputation can be 
made to this body of wanting in respect and def 


erence to the other branch of the National Legis- | 


lature, and I am at a loss to comprehend any ob- 
jections to this course on the part of the Senate. 
The Senate, as is well known, occupies two re- 
lations to the House of Representatives—both a 
legislative and judicial one; and a third relation, 
having no connection with it—a relation to the ex- 
ecutive department of the Government. Now, sir, 
though we are not able to codperate with the 
House, it certainly forms no reason why we should 
not perform our duties as a component part of the 
Executive of the country. I need not say, sir, 
what is well known to every Representative of the 
cduntry, that there must bea large mass of exec- 
utive business to be attended to. At the commence- 
ment of a new Administration it must necessarily 
be so. If we can proceed, then, to the considera- 


tion of executive business, so far from the House |! 
taking exceptions to our course, it ought to be |; 
pleased that we shall be enabled to go on with the |; 


public business when they shall be ready, unob- 
structed by any of those matters which fall exclu- 
sively within the relations of this body to the Ex- 
ecutive. 

These are the views which, 1 confess, early 
presented themselves to me, and I do not think 
any one will doubt the propriety of the course 
which the Senator from Georgia has presented to 
us. 


tie resolution notifying the President of the fact 
that we are ready to proceed to such business, as 
we can gain two or three days by this course. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. This resolution, 
according to the rules of the Senate, must lie upon 
the table one day, unless it be considered by unani- 
mous consent. 


Mr. DOUGLAS hoped that as it required unan- | 
imous consent, there would be no objection on ; 


the part of any Senator. 
Mr. MASON called 
lution; and it was read by the Secretary. 


The resolution being then considered, by unan- ; 


imous consent, it was adopted. 


Mr. BERRIEN moved that the committee be T 


appointed by the Chair; which was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT appointed Messrs. 
Berrizn, Mason, and FeLcH. 

The committee immediately left the Chamber, 
and returning after an absence of about thirty min- 
utes, made the following report, viz: 

The committee appointed by the Senate to wait 

upon, the President, and notify him of the organi- 
zation of the Senate, have performed that duty; 


And I repeat that I do not perceive the ; 
slightest objection to the immediate adoption of j; 


for the reading of the reso- | 


{and in reply, he has stated that he would commu- 


‘nieate to the Senate, in answer to that communica- 

tion, on Monday. Ph ahi hy epee 

|i Mr. DICKINSON gave notice that he would on 

Monday next.move that the Senate-proceed to the 

election of the standing committees of this body. 

! Mr. BERRIEN desired the honorable Senator 

‘to designate the hour at which he would rove the 

election. #0 celica 
Mr. DICKINSON, in reply, said one o’clock. 
On.motion, the Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Sarurpay, December 15, 1849. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
| There was a general demand over the House 


Speaker. 
SITTING OF THE HOUSE. 


that the roll should be called on the election of | 


Mr. LITTLEFIELD rose, and said he desired | 


SITTING OF THE HOUSE. | 

The Cerk then stated the question to be on 
the adoption of the resolution of the gentleman 
from Maine, [Mr. Lirr.erie.p,} providing that 
no adjournment of the House should take place 
until an election of Speaker had been effected. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved:-that the 
resolution be laid on the table. > 

And the question having been taken on that 
motion, it was decided in the affirmative withouta 
division. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 


THE SPEAKERSHIP. 


| Mr. PRESTON KING rose and said, he would 
| state to the House that if the Democratic party 
| desired to organize the House, by the choice of a 
|! Democratic Speaker, they could do so by support- 
|i ing Wiiuiam Srrona, the Representative of the 
ii Berks district, in Pennsylvania. If the Demo- 


| cratic party would vote for Mr. Strona, he could 


to offer a resolution, which he would send to the 


The resolution was read, as follows: 


ORDER IN THE HOUSE. | 
| Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, rose and ; 


jl which he would send to the Clerk’s table. lt 

| would be seen that the object of the resolution was 

| to preserve the order of the House. : 

| ‘The resolution, which was in the following 

words, was then read: 

{i Resolved, Tnat the Sergeant-at-Arms and Doorkeeper are 

f hereby authorized aud directed to enforce the seventcenth 

|| rule of the Jas: House of Representatives ; and tiat no per- 
| son be admitted to the ladies’ gallery unless accompanied 

i| by ladies, or introduced'in person by members of Congress, 

i Mr. THOMPSON asked that the rule which 
related to the admission of strangers might be 

“| read. 

And it was read, as follows: © 

‘s No person, except Members of the Senate, their Secre- 


ter, Auditors, Postmaster General, President’s Secretary, 
Chaplains to Congress, Judges of the United States, Foreign 
Ministers and their Secretaries, Officers who, by name, 


| gress for their gallantry and good condnet displayed in the 


| Departments or Members of either branch of the National | 
| Legislature, and, at the discretion of the Speaker, persons 
| who belong to such Legislatures of foreign Governments as 
| are in amity with the United States, shail be adinitted with- i 
it in the Hall of the House of Representatives”? 


{This is the seventeenth rule of the last House 
; of Representatives. } 


Mr. WENTWORTH rose and said, that he 
would suggest to the gentleman from Pennsylva- 


as to include the rule which regulated admission | 
| into the ladies’ gallery. ! 
uo Mr. THOMPSON expressed his readiness so | 
|; to modify his resolution. | 
\ | 
l plicable to the ladies’ gallery, but that the ad- | 
i: mission into it was regulated by usage. 


no gentlemen should be admitted into that gallery 
unless they were accompanied by ladies. 


į statement of the CLerx in this particular—that 
' the usage had been that gentlemen should not be 
; admitted into that gallery except they were accom- : 
panied by ladies, or were introduced by a mem- | 
ber of the House. i 

The Cierx. That is correct, sir. 
jection to modify his resolution in the manner sug- 
gested by the gentleman from Llinois [Mr. WENT- 
WORTH. | i 

Before the question was taken, he (Mr. T.) de- : 
‘| sired simply to remark, that in presenting the ; 
resolution he designed to cast no reflection either i 
upon the Sergeant-at-Arms or the Doorkeeper. 
: Those gentlemen had performed their duty as 
' well as they could perform it. He had no desire 
{; to exclude the people, but he thought it was im- : 
[| portant just at this time that the FIouse should | 
i beas clear from a crowd as possible. 4 
| The question was then taken on the adoption of | 
i the resolution, and decided in the affirmative with- | 
: out a division. | 
‘| So the resolution, as modified, was adopted. |j 


Clerk’s table. } 


i said that he desired also to offer a resolution, jj 


tary, [leads of Departments, ‘Treasurer, Comptroliers, Regis- |! 


have received, or shall hereafter receive the thanks of Con- |! Fi 
i Mr. Disney... ccc cc wees cn sreetccceresak 
service of their country, the Commissioners of the Navy |i 
Board, Governor for the time being of any State or Terri- || 
tory in the Union, such gentlemen as have been Heads of | 


nia [Mr. T nomeson] so to modify his resolution |! 


It was here suggested that there was no rule ap- |! 
| The Cierk said that the usage had been that j; 
| 
| 


Mr. HOUSTON, of Delaware, corrected the berry, Duer, Duncan, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, 


be elected. 
The House then proceeded to vote, viva voct, for 


|| Speaker. 


i 
] 

Resolved, That the House will not adjourn to-day until the i 
choice of a Speaker is effected. i 
| 
l 


Messrs. Hinurarp of Alabama, Srrone of Penn- 
| sylvania, Duer of New York, and MILLER of 

Ohio, resumed their seats at the Clerk’s table as 
tellers to count the vote. 

The roil was then called the forty-fifth time, 
when the tellers reported that the whole number 
of votes given was 226; necessary to a choice 114, 
| of which— 

Mr. Boyd received... ....cesereceeeee ee 82 

| Mr. Stanlys.scesceeececeee cece cess ee es 100 

: Mr. Thaddeus Stevens. .....cceeceveeee 4 

Mr. Pottericccectccscuccesccesenecesesi@n 

| Mr. Winthropsssesssseerecesesroseees QO 
| Mr. Morehead... .csceeee se ccesee ec ee ner 
Mr. William Strong. ..-.-.seee reece ee ened 
Mr. Schenck... 0. cece cece een ence te eeeldl 
Mr. Outlaw... ccc cee c cree en eree cc eeced 
Mr. Howell Cobb... .. ccc cee ceeeeeeee ened 
Mr. Robinson... csccecee see veece seve ceed 
Mr. James Thompson. ...eeeereeereseeecedk 
Mr. Frederick P. Stanton.....sceeeeeer ened 
Mr. Kaufman. ..ccce se cce ce te cee e teow e eed 
Mr. Baker... ccc ccceeecce moassen ei rad 


Me. Du ere oct ne ace oo: iriseoir 
| Mr. McClernand....sesesceueccerrececed 
re ME DUG ise 8 isons aie bie cia st site herent nak 


` 226 
The following is the vote in detail: 


For Linn Boyd—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Albert G. 
| Brown, William J. Brown, Burt, George A, Caldwell, 
: Howell Cobb, W., R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Daniel, Dunham, 
: Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, Fuller, Gilmore, Gorman, 
Green, Hackett, Hall, Hamilion, Hammond, Haralson, Har- 
. manzon, Isham G, Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. 

Harris, Hibbard, Holladay, Tolmes, Howard, Andrew John- 

son, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La Sére, Leffler, 

Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, McClernand, McDowell, — 
| MeLanahan, Robert M. MeLane, McMullen, MeQueen, 
i MeWiillie, Meade, Miller, Milison, Morse, Orr, Parker, 
Peaslee, Phelps, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, 
Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton, R. 
H. Stanton, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, William Thompson, 
Ween Wallace, Wellborn, Wildrick, Woodward, and 
: Young. 
| For E. Stanly—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Ashmun, 
| Bokee, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Chester Builer, Thomas B. 
! Butler, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, De- 


Gouid, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Uaymond, Henry, Hons- 
ton, Kerr, James G. King, John A, King, Marshall, Me- 
Gaughey, Finis E. McLean, Moore, Morchead, Morton, 
Phenix, Pitman, Risley, Rose, Rumsey, Schermerhorn, 
Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Taylor, John B. Thompson, Thur- 


© man, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, Wil- 
il jams, and Winthrop. . 


Mr. THOMPSON repeated that he had no ob- |! 


For Thaddeus Stevens—Messrs, Allen, Campbell, Crowell, 
Dickey, Goodenow, Gott, Grinnell, Howe, Hunter, Jack- 
son, Daniel P. King, Levin, Horace Mann, Nes, Ogle, Otis, 
Putnam, Reynolds, Rockwell, Root, Sackett, Schenck, 
Sprague, and Tack. 

For Æ. D. Potter—Messrs. Bingham, Booth, Buel, Josepl: 
Cable, Cartter, Cleveland, Dimmick, Doty, Fiteh, Harlan, 
Hoagiaud, Morris, Peck, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Wal- 
den, Waldo, Wentworth, Whittlesey, Wood, and Gerry. 
For R. O. Winthrop—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Bennett, 


| Brooks, Burrows, Clarke, Conger, Corwin, Dixon; Fowler, 
| Freedley, Hebard, George G, King, Meacham, Nelson, Reed, 
i 
í 


Silvester, Spaulding, Stanly, and Wilson. 

For C. S. Moreheud--Messrs. E. C. Cabell, Cole, Hilliard, 
James L. Johnson, McKissock, Owen, Toombs, and A. H. 
Stephens. 

For W. Strong—Messrs. Durkee, P., King, and Wilmot. 

For F. P. Sianton—Mr. Hubbard. 

For Howell Coblb—Mir. Boyd. 

For R. C. Schenck—Mr, Baker. 

For Darid Outiaw—Mr. Clingman. 

For J. L. Rohinson—Mr. Disney. 


For David S. Kuufmun—Mr. Inge. 
For Eiward D. Baker—Mr. Matteson. 

For David T. Disney —Mr. Olds. 

For James Thompson—Mr. Pouer, 

Lor William Duer—Mr. Thaddeus Stevens. 
For John A, Me Clernune—Mr. James ‘Thompson. ` 

For Amgs Tuck—Mr. Giddings. 

No choice. 

The roll was called the forty-sixth time, when 
the tellers reported that the whole number of 
votes given, in was 226 ; necessary to a choice 114; 
of which— 

Mr. Boyd received... seene soren esee e ee 85 
Mr. Stanly, ssesessesnréseser esnie. 6T 
Mr. Thaddeus Stevens. eessen ee 
Mr. Potter. esssnseeonnesseaa 
Mr. Winthrop. ...seceeee eee ceenec ee eld 
Mr. Morehead. ..ccsssscecscceeerceeees 5 
Mr. Strong. cc ccc cer ee cece eee eeresenees 
Mr, Disney.....cceesaceeecer ene 
Mr. Howell Cobb...sseeccrcene 
Mr. Outlaw. cesssccscoccccveenteevecens 
Mr. Robinson... ccsssecccnecceeerereune 
Mr. James Thompson. .cecssaeer 
Mr. Tucks. ccereeee 


we ee re oree 


feed ed at fea bet bet et HOT 


226 

The following is che vote in detail: 

For Linn Boyd—Mersrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Albert G. 
Brown, Wm. J. Brown, Burt, George A. Caidwell, Howell 
Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, © 


olcock, Daniel, Dimmick, | 


Dunham, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, Fuller, Gil- 
more, Gorman, Green, Hackett, Halt, Hamilton, Hammond, 
Haralson, Harmanson, Isham G. Harris, 
ris, Thomas i. Harris, Hibbard, Holladay, Howard, Hub- 
bard, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones Kauf- 
man, La Sère, Leter, Littefield, Job Mann, Mason, Me 
Olernand, McDowell, Robert M. McLane, McMullen, Me 
Queen, Mc Willie, Made, Mille 
ker, Peaslee, Phelps, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robin- 
con, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Richard H. Stanton, Thomas, Jocob Thompson, James 
‘Thompson, William Thompson, Venable, Wattace, 
bora, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Woodward, and Young. 

Por Blwerd Stanty—Messrs. Alston, Anderson, Andrews, 
Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Chester But- 
Jer, Thomas B. Butler, Joseph P. C 
Chandler, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Deberry, Duer, 
Duncan, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Gould, Grinnell, 
Halloway, Hampton, Hay, 
James L. Johnson, Kerr, James G. King, John A. King, 
Levin, Marshall, McGaughey, McKissock, F. E. McLean, 
Moore, Morehead, Morton, Newell, Outlaw, Phoenix, Pit- 
man, Reed, Risley, Rose, Rumsey, Schenck, Schermerhorn, 
Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Silvester, Taylor, 
son, Thurman, Underhill, Vau Dyke, Vinton, 
White, Williams, and Winthrop. 

For Thaddeus Stevens—Messrs. Allen, Ashmun, Camp- 
hell, Crowell, Dickey, Freedley, Goodenow, Gott, Howe, 
Hunter, Jackson, D. P. King, I. Mann, Nes, Ogie, Putnam, 
Reynolds, Rockwell, Root, Sackett, Sprague, ‘Tuck, and 
Wilson. 

For Æ, D. Potter—Messrs. Bingham, Booth, Buel, J. Cable, 
Cleveland, Doty, Fitch, Gerry, Harlan, Hoagland, Peck, 
Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Walden, Waldo, and Wocd. 

For R. C. Winthrop—Messrs. Alexander, Brooks, Bur- 
rows, Clarke, Dixon, Fowier, Bebard, George G. King, 
Matteson, Meacham, Nelson, Otis, Spaulding, and Stanly. 

For C. S. Morchead—Messrs. E. C. Cabell, Hilliard, Owen, 
A. H. Stephens, and Toombs. 

For William Strong—Messra. 
han, Wentworth, and Wilmot. 

For David T. Disney—Messts. Cartter, 

For David Outlaw—Mr. Clingman. 

For Howell Cobb—Mr. Boyd. 

For J. L. Robinson—Mr. Disney. 

For Amos Tuck-—Mr. Giddings. 

For W. S. Featierston—Mr. Inge. 

For James Thompson—Mr. Patter. 

for William Duer--Me. T. Stevens. 


No choice. 


Watkins, 


Darkee, P. King, McLana- 
Morris, and Olds. 


Sampson W. Har- | 


r, Millson, Morse, Orr, Par- | 


aldwell, Calvin, Casey, | 


Well- | 


Haymond, Henry, Houston, | 


John B. Thomp- | 


Hed the forty-seventh time, 
d that the whole number of | 
ssary toa choice 113; of | 


. 8 | 

66 | 
27 
18 
10 


The roll was then cal 
when the tellers reporte 
votes given was 225; nece 
which— , 

Mr. Boyd received. .«+eseesererercers 

Mr. Stanlye.eserseestereete 

Mr. Thaddeus Stevens. -esee seesrreee 

Mr. Potter. .eeererreesrerarerteereete 

Mr. Winthrops ess. sere eeeeresereress 

Mr. Morehead. ee. 

Mr. Disney.. .ereerereesrerereereren 

Mr. Strong. -s eeeereereneeeemertee 

Mr. Howell Cobb... eee 

Mr, Williama..eseeerees eer eenrcerees 

Mr. Qutlawsseeccecserervereerrerereee 

Mr. Robinson. .cseeree rene er een ceeres 

Mr, Jacob Thompson. esseerereeereret 

Mr. Conrad. -ccececesesererenteceress 

Mr. Duer. ce csceeerer center seer cenr en? 

Mr. James G. Kings. sere ceereererscers 

Mr. James Thompsons orresserterren 


225 


sesen 


seroren: 


aeewereetes 


Gamh pasai jah frm poned fod paned fem deed A CAD ome 


| Cobb, W. R.W. Cobb, Colcock, Daniel, Dimmick, Dunham, 


HOUSE O 
` =o Monpay; December 17, 1849 
The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 
-i THE SPEARERSHIP.. je Sea SS 
| Mr. KAUFMAN rose and sent to the Clerk's. ; 
table the following resolution,:which was read: . 
Resolved, That if no person: have a: majority of :all..the: 
votes cast for Speaker on the next ballot, then. upon the: 
second ballot afier the adoption of this. resulution, iC an 
member shali receive only one less than a majority oft 
whole number of votes, be shall be declared to: be elected 
and if no person be elected Speaker on the said-second-bal-- 
Jot, then upon. the next, or third ballot, ifany member shalt 
eceive only two Jess than a majority, he shall be declared. 
lected; and so On, requiring one vote less to elect for every.” 
vote taken, until a choice of Speaker is made, * 
The resolution having been read— i 
Mr. ROBINSON moved that it be laid on the 


put the question on 


The following is the vote in detail: 

For Linn Boyd—Mesats. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
Bayly, Beale, Bissel), Bocdck; Bowdon, > Bowlin, Albert G. 
Brown, William J. Brown, Burt, George A. Caldwell, H: 


i 


Edmundson Ewing, Featherston, Fuler, Gilmore, Gorman, 
Green, Hackett, Hail, Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, Har- 
manson, Isham G; Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. 
Harris, Hibbard, Holiaday, Holmes, Howard, Hubbard, An- 
drew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La 
Sare, Leffler, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, McClernand, 
McDowell, McLanahan, Robert M. McLane, McMullen, 
McQueen, Me Willie; Meade, Miller; Millson,Morse, Orr, 
Parker, Peasice,. Phelps, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, 
Robinson, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, F. P. Stanton, 
R. H: Stanton, Thomas, Jacob Thompson Jas. Thompson, 
William Thompson, Venable, Wallace, Wellborn, Whit- 
tlesey, Wildrick, Woodward, and Young- 

For Edward Stanly—Messrs Alston, Anderson, Andrews, 
Ashmun, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Chester. Butler, Tei 
B. Butler, Joseph P. Caldwell, Chandler, Clarke, Cole, Con- 
ger; Conrad, gata Daer Duncan, Alexander Evans; | table 

athan Evans, Freedle ould, Grinnell, Hallowa! ay, ¿i . 

2 y> > 3 og The CLerx was about: to 


i 
i 
i 
i 
j 


i 
| 
i 
if 
i 
l 
i 
i 
i 


1i 


i 


Haymond, Henry Houston, James L. Johnson, Kerr, D. P. |: ; 
King, James G. King, John A. King, Levin, Marshall, Mce- |: that motion, when— — 
son, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Phenix, Pitman, Reed, il Mr. SAWTELLE rose and said, that it was a 
Risley, Rose, Rumsey, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Scooicraft, : : 
Shepperd, Silvester, Taylor, Jobn B. Thompson, Thurman, | accustomed to indulge to say, when they rose, that 
Med: they did not intend to make Jong speeches, añd: `. 
For Thaddeus Stevens—Messrs. Ailen, Baker, Bennett, then to go hi and harangue the House in extenso, 
Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Corwin, Dickey, Durkee, Gid- t was not his intension to follow that example. 
dings, Goodenow, Gott, Hampton, Howe, Hunter, Jackson, raer 
Boece Maus De a Putnam, Reynolds, RA ewel Root, Mr. S., (continuing.) Gentleman, he said, need 
z e! son p li H . Ve 
For ‘iene D? Potter_—Messts. Bingham, Booth, Buel, i] neh call him to order. He wes not often troubled, 
J. Cable, Cleveland, Doty, Fitch, Gerry, Harlan, Hoagland, || with that disease, so apt.to rage in this House, 
Peck, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Waldo, Wood, Walden, || : 
aor fone Gh Winthron—Messrs. Alexander, Brooks li ae ae wore? if pos bible, than the Asi 
Burrows, Dixon, Fowler, Hebard, George G. King, Matte- aue eno era: ; a ; 
His friend from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Dimmick,] 
For Charles „S. Morehead—Messrs. Owen, Alexander H. 
Stephens, Toombs, and Hilliard. l i : 
For Daeid T. Disncy-—Messrs. Carter, Morris, and Olds. |i which He (Mr S.) iait that bi Rien to the 
For William Strong—Messrs. Preston King and Wilmot. i every member of this ouse) cutting 
i off all further debate, and providing that the House 
For Christopher H. Williams—Mr. E. C. Cabell. i. shall continue to vote, viva voce, for the election 
For David Ovtlaw—Mr. Clingman. 
For Ge Teen Mt ie | elected. That resolution had been adopted by a 
,. unanimous, or almost a unanimous vote. ‘He ap- 
För Charles M. Courad—Mr. Stanly. |, pealed to the members to say whether there was 
Ear Wiiliam Dust Mr: Tagai TEYE: | any binding efficacy in that resolution? Had itno 
. gMr. n 
7 : $ 
No choice. ‘letter? There were more reasons than one why 
| this House should be organized, and organized 
was understood to say that he did not think there || speedily. The masses of the people throughout 
were two members in the House who did not see |; the Union were looking to this House with a rest- 
conference. Therefore, with a view to give the |) organize. The President of the United States had 
‘| doubtless prepared a message which he was wait- 
that object, he would move that the House do now |: { ve 
adjourn until Monday, at twelve o'clock, l bly it was agoodone. He (Mr. S.) did not know: 
| how the fact might be. At any rate ‘he under- 


Kissock, Finis E. McLean, Moore, Morehead, Morton Nel- | 
habit in which the members of this House were 
Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, Williains, and Win- 
[Cries of * Order !”*—** order !”] 
Horace Mann, Nes, 
il which was sometimes denominated :cacoethès: lo- 
son, Meacham, and Spaulding. } rA t M 
ii only on’ Friday last, introduced a resolution (for 
For Howell Cobb—Mr. Boyd. 
|: of Speaker, until that officer should have been 
For James Thompson—Mr. Potter. 
‘i force? Was it to be regarded merely as a dead 
Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, rose and Š 
the importance of adjourning for the purpose of | less and feverish excitement, calling upon themi to` 
interval between this and the Sabbath day to |€ > : vail; 
| ing to transmitto both Houses of Congress. Proba- 
‘Tellers were demanded. s : A 
stood it was pretty good. 


Mr. HOLMES withdrew the motion. 

Mr. RICHARDSON renewed it. [Calls to order. 

‘Tellers were asked and ordered, and Messrs. | 
Jounson of Arkansas, and Ciineman of North : 
Carolina, were appointed. 

And the question having 
tive vote stood 114—a majo 
ber present. 

So the Housea 
o’clock. 


been put, the affirma- |; 
rity of the whole num- 


djourned until Monday, at twelve 


they would elect their 
fens welcome intelligence to 
House or REPRESENTATIVES, ! the East and the West, tha 
Wasuincton, December 14, 1849. i! War8aw.”? . 
Sin: [n your first number of the Congressional Globe, | Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, rose and 
sent to my table this morning, you have designated me as a | called the gentleman from Maine (Mr. SAWTELLE] 
Whig, by printing my name in italics. This is a mistake. ‘| to order. 
) Mr. SAWTELLE said he had said all he desired: 
ii to say. = 
Mr. 


t ‘order reigned in 


Į am a Democrat. 
Lam, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOON H. SAVAGE. 


Eprror of the Congressional Globe.. 


| nothing further to say. 
Mr. SAWTELLE. 
The resolution was again read, 
The Ciers stated the question to 


THOMPSON said, if that were so, he h 


I call for a votés 


IN SENATE. 
Mownpay, December 17, 1849. 

Mr. Morrow, of Florida, appeared in his seat. 

Mr. DICKINSON gave notice that he ‘would 
call up his motion to proceed to ballet for commit 
tees to-morrow, at one o’clock, p. m. 

A message was received from the President of | 
the United States, by W. W. S. Briss, his Private 
Secretary. : 

"The message was of an executive character. 

On motion of Mr. BERRIEN, the Senate. pro 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business 

And, after some time spent therein, the doors 
were reopened, and : 

The Senate adjourned. 


: be on the mo- 
"tion of the gentleman from Indiana, (Mr. ROBIN- 
l: sox,] that the resolution be laid on the table. 

And the question on that motion was taken and 
decided in the affirmative without a division. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

(Cries of ** Call the rell; call the roll.”7J 

Mr. STANLY rose and said: Before the Clerk 
proceeds to call the roll, I desire to trespass on the 
attention of the House a moment. ss 

} rise respectfully to request those gentlemen who 
haveysted for me to discontinue. doing so. I de: 
sire to repeat what I stated the other day, that. I 
i do not feel able, (in the presence of others so much 
Í petter qualified to discharge the duties of the Chair) 
| to undertake them, even supposing 1 could be eleet- 


| 
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ed. 
that another person should be. elected.. And as I 
am-unwilling to trespass upon the House in viola- 
tion of the rule some days ago adapted forbidding 
debate, I will only beg leave to say, that one of my 
coHeazues has said that North Carolina would be 
found willing and. ready to.act-as she had been in 
1775, when the Mecklenburg declaration was made: 
I wish. to say, that I have no doubt North Carolina 
will be ready to act. She will be found'in favor 
of. the Union—opposed to faction and disorgani- 
zation, no. matter from. what quarter they may 
come. ` Her voice in 1849 will be as it was in 1775, 
when she heard of the battle of Lexington. She 
declared, in her Mecklenburg resolutions, her de- 
termination to throw off the yoke of English op- 
pression, and she said, as Lsay now, “The cause 
of Boston is the cause of all.” 
North. Carolina will always be found on the side 
of Law, Order, and the Union. 

[The close of these remarks was greeted with 
applause.} 

The House then proceeded to vote, viva voce, 
for Speaker. 

` Messrs. Hintrarp of Alabama, Srrone of Penn- 
syivania, Van Dyke of New Jersey, and MILLER 
of Ohio, resumed their seats at the Clerk’s table 
as tellers to count the vote. 

The roll was then called for the forty-eighth time, 


when the tellers reported that the whole number | 


of votes given in was 223; necessary to a choice 

412; of which— i 

s Mr. Boyd received. .saesssoonessseeseo 

Mer. Winthrop. .cseseesecens 
Mr. Sievens, of Pennsylvania. 
Me. Potters. cccesevcccecererecseeeeree LT 
Mr. Morehead.....ccceeece seeeeerec ee 16 
Mr. Disney... .ccceceeeececreseeereeee 
Mr, Stanly... cece secs reer eer eeeeeees 
Mr. Surong ec cree cece cece cree eee e nes 
Mr. Outlawsecccseecerescserecenrcveces 
Mr. Robinson....ceeeceeerereereeeeeee 
Mr. Cobb, of Georgia........ 
Mr. Conrad... cc cce cece ene n eee enccves 
Mr. Chandler... .cccccenceee soesoreeee 


. 223 

The following is the vote in detail: 

For Mr. Boyd—Mexsrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Albert 
G. Brown, William J. Brown, Bart, George A. Caldwell, 
Howel Cobh, W. R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Daniel, Dimmick, 
Dunham, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, Fuller, Gilmore, 


Re I 


Gorman, Green, Hackett, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Haral- | 


son, Harmanson, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. farris, 
Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, Holladay, Holmes, Howard, 
Inge, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kant- 
man, La Sère, Leffler, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, Mc- 
Clernand, McDowell, MeLanahan, Robert M. Mchane, 


McMullen, McQueen, Mc Willie, Meade, Miller, Miltson, | 
Morse, Orr, Parker, Peasiee, Phelps, Powell, Richardson, || 


Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, F. 
P. stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, 


Janes Thompson, W. Thompson, Venable, Wallace, Well- |; 


born, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Woodward, and Young. 

For Mr. Winthro:—Messrs. Alexander, Andrews, Ash- 
mun, Bennett, Bokee, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Che 
Buuer, Thomas B. Butler, Joseph P. Caldwell, C 
Chander, Clarke, Cote, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Debcrry, 
Dixon, Duncan, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freediey, Goode- 


now, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Hay- i 
mond, Hebard, Henry, Houston, Jackson, Kerr, Daniel P. |! 


King, Georgs G. King, James G. King, Jobn A. King, Levin, 
Matteson, Finis E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, Nels 
Newell, Otis, Phenix, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, 
Rose, Rumsey, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Shep- 


perd, Sitvester, Spaulding, Stanly, Thaddeus Stevens, Tay- | 


Jor, Johan B. Thompson, Thurman, Underhiit, Van Dyke 
Vinton, and Wilson. 2 , ad es 


For Mr. Thaddeus Stevens—Messrs. Allen, Calvin, Camp- li 
bell, Crowell, Dickey, Giddings, Howe, Hunter, Horace | 
Mann, McGaughey, Nes, Ogle, Putnam, Root, Sackett, | 


Sprague, and Tuck. 
Li ta) 2 


For Mr. Potter—Messrs. Bingham, Booth, Buel, Joseph | 
Cable, Cleveland, Doty, Fitch, Gerry, Harlan, Hoagland, į 


Peck, Stetson, Strong, Walden, Wentworth, and Wood. 
For Mr. Morehead--Messrs. Alston, Anderson, Baker, 
Breck, E ©. Cabell, Alexander Evans, James L. Johnson, 


Marshall, Hilliard, MeKiesock, Outlaw, Owen, A. H. Ste- j; 


phens, Toombs, Watkins, and Williams. 


For Mr. Disney—Messrs. Morris, Olds, Potter, and | 


Sweeter. 
For Mr. Strong—Messrs. Durkee, P. King, and Wilmot. 
For Mr. Sturty-——Messrs. White, Winthrop, and Duer. 
For Mr. Outlaw—Messrs. Clingman and Morton. 
For Mr. Chandler—Mr. Pitman. 
Eor Mr. Canrad—Mr. Morehead. 
For Mr, Howell O0bb—Mr. Boyd. 
For Mr. Robinson—Mr. Disney. 


No choice. 


The roll was then called the forty-ninth time, | 
when the tellers reported that the whole number | 


of votes given was 223; necessary to a choice 112; 
of which— 
Mr. Boyd -received.. ccs secre ee eesreeees OF 


It iadae ‘to: the House and ‘to the country | 


The people of 


Mr. Winthrop.... eonna er caine te 
Mr. Morehead... 
Mr. Potier.......0 i 
Mr. Thaddeus Stevens. .... Seng Sern G i 
Mr, Disney... 0. ccc eee tenets e neces 
Mr. Strong... 
Mr. Conrad s.s... 
Mr. Outlaw ssescsoseecerereesirerees 
Mr. Robinson.....-e++ 
Mr. Howell Cobb..... 
Mr. Chandier....e2eee. 
Mr. Staniy .. 
Mr. Julian... ccc se ccc eect eeeeesenoees 


eee esesecerecsae 


Seer eer eceoererese 


essorer 


essssovesesososocesror 
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The following is the vote in detail: 

For My. Boyd—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay 
Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bovock, Bowdon, Bowlin, A. G 
Brown, W. J. Brown, Burt, G. A. Caldwell, Howell Cotb 
W. R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Daniel, Dimmick, Dunham, Ed- 
mundson, Ewing, Featherston, Fuller, Gilmore, Gorman, 


| Green, Hackett, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, Har- 


manson, {sham G. Barris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. 
Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holladay, Holmes, Howard, 
Inge, Andrew Johnson, Robert W., Johnson, Jones, Kauf- 
man, La Sére, Leffler, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, Mc- 
Clernand, McDowell, MeLanahan, Robert-M. Mciaue, 
McMullen, McQueen, Me Willie, Meade, Miller, Millson, 
Morse, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Phelps, Powell, Richardson, 
Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, Fred- 
erick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Thomas, Jacob 
Thompson, Janes Thompson, Willian Thompson, Venable, 
Wallaces Wellborn, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Woodward, and 
oung. 

For Mr. Winthrop—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, An- 
drews, Ashmun, Bennett, Bokee, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, 
Chester Butler, Thomas B. Buter, Joseph P. Caldwell, 
Calvin, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Cole, Conger, Corwin, 
Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duncan, Nathan Evans, Fowler, 
Freedley, Goodenow, Gould, Grinnell, Hatloway, Hampton, 
Hay, Hebard, Henry, Houston, Hunter, JacksongKerr, Daniel 
P. King, George G. King, James G. King, Jobn A. King, 
Levin, Matteson, McKissock, Meacham, Moore, Nelson, 
Newell, Ogte, Phenix, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, 
Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Schenck, Schermerhorn, School- 
craft, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Phaddeus Ste- 
vens, Taylor, Johu B. Thompson, Van Dyke, Vinton, Wil- 
liams, and Wilson. 

For Mr. Morehead—Messrs. Alston, Anderson, Baker, 
Breck, B. ©. Cabell, Conrad, Alexander Evans, Haymond, 
Hilliard, J. L. Johnson, Marshall, F. E. McLean, Morton, 
Otis, Outlaw, Owen, Shepperd, A. H. Stepheus, Thurman, 
Toombs, Underhill, and Watkins. 

For Mr. Potter—Messrs. Bingham, Booth, Buel, Joseph 
Cable, Cleveland, Doty, Fitch, Gerry, Harlan, Peck, Stet- 
son, Walden, Waldo, and Wood. 

For Mr. T. Stevens—Mesers. Allen, Campbell, Crowell, 
Duen Giddings; Howe, H. Mann, McGaighey, Nes, Sackett, 
and Tuck. 

For Mr. Disney—Messrs. Morris, Olds, Potter, Strong, 
and Sweetser, 

For Mr. Strong—Messrs. Durkee, P. King, Wentworth, 
and Wilmot. 

For Mr. Conrad—Messrs. Morchead and Winthrop. 

For Mr. Robinson—Mr. Disney. 

For Mr. H. Cobb—Mr. Boyd. 

For Mr. Chendler—Mr. Pitman. 

For Mr. Julian—Mr, Root. 

For Myr. Stanty—Mr. White. 

For Mr. Outlaw—Mr. Clingman. 


No choice. 


The roll was called for the fiftieth time, when | 


the tellers reported that the whole number of votes 
iven in was 221; necessary to a choice, 111; of 


li which— 


Mr. Boyd received. ...ceeeeeeee cece eee ST 
Mr. Winthrop... ccccececcseseessceveee TO 
Mr, Morehead. ....cceecereceeeceeenee 18 
Mr. Potteres.ccecseccescecscessscceess 1D 
Mr. Stevens, of Pennsylvania......+...- 


Mr. Disney... 
Mr. Outlaw... 
Mr. Conrad.... 
Mr. Cobb, of Georgia... 
Mrs Vinton ojei6a o's secsere orb: g cones iames ore 
Mr. Robinson... ccc cee cece cc ceer ace 
Mr. Julians ic cice csc a cocci eee en cece 
Mr. Stanly..... eee ee eres 
Mr. White... .. ccc cee eee 
Mr. McLane, of Maryland.........-.+- 
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The following is the vote in detail: 
For Mr. Boyd—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 


ii Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Albert G. 
H Brown, W. J. 
; Cobb, W. R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Danicl, Dimmick, Dun- 
: ham, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, Fuller, Gilmore, 


Brown, Burt, George A. Caldwell, Howell 


Gorman, Green, Hackett, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Har- 
alson, Harmanson, I. G. Harris, S. W. Harris, Thomas L. 
Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holladay, Holmes, Howard, 
Inge, Andrew Johnsen, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kauf- 
man, La Sére, Leffler, Litdefield, J. Mann, Mason, McCler- 
nand, McDowell, McLanahban, R. M. McLane, McMullen, 
McQueen, McWillic, Meade, Miller, Millson, Morse, Orr, 
Parker, Peasiee, Phelps, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Rob- 


inson, Rose, Savage, Sawtelie, Seddon, Frederick P. Stan- 
ion, Richard H, Stanton, Thoma `, Jacob Thompson, Jaimes 
Thompson, William ‘Thompson, Venable, Wailace, Well- 
born, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Woodward, and Young. 

For Mr. Winthrop—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, An- 
drews, Ashmun; --Bennett, Bokee, Brooks, Burrows, T: 
B. Butler, J.. P. Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, 
Cole, Conger, Corwin, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duncan; 
N. Evans, Fowler, Freedtey, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grin- 
nell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Hebard, Henry, Hou- ton, 
Hunter, Jackson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, 
James G. King, John A. King, Levin, Matteson, McKis- 
sock, Meacham, Moore, Nelson, Nes, Newell, Ogle, Otis, 
Phenix, Pinan, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rock- 
well, Rose, Rumsey, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, 
Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Thaddeus Stevens, 
Taylor, John B. Thompson, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vin- 
ton, Wiliams, and Witson. 

For Mr. Morehead—Messrs. Alston, Baker, Breck, Briggs, 
E. C. Cabell, Alexander Evans, Haymond, Marshall, Finis 
E. MeLean, Morton, Outlaw, Owen, Shepperd, Alexander 
H. Stephens, Thurman, Toombs, Watkins, and Hilliard, 

For My. Potter-—Messrs. Bingham, Booth, Jose ph Cable, 
Cleveland, Doty, Fitch, Gerry, Harlan, Morris, Peek, Stet- 
son, Walden, Waldo, Wood, and Wentworth, 

For Mr. Thaddeus Stevens—Messrs. Allen, Campbell, 
Crowell, Giddings, Howe, H. Mann, McGaughey, Sackett, 
and Tuck. s 
: For Mr. S!rong—Messrs. Durkee, Preston King, and Wit- 
mot. 

For Mr. Disney—Messrs. Olds, Sweetser, and Strong. 

For Mr. Conrad—Messts. James L. Johnson and Moye- 
head. i 

For Mr. Outlaw—Messrs. Clingman and Duer. 

For Mr. Robinson—Mr. Disney. 

For Mr. Howell Cotb—Mr. Boyd. 

For Mr. Vinton—Mc. Chester Butler. 

For Mr, Jutian——Mr. Root. 

For Mr. Stan?y—Mr. White. 

For Mr. White—Mr. Winthrop. > 

For Mr. Robert M. McLane—Mr. Buel. 


No choice. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, rose and. of- 
fered the following resolution, which;he read from 
his place : i 3 

Resolved, That Messrs. White, of New York; Bayly, of 
Virginia; Butler, of Pennsylvania; Jones, of Tennessees 
Schenck, of Obio; Morehead, of Kentucky; Richardson, of 
Hlinois; Hilliard, of Atabama; Cleveland, of Connecticut; 
Conrad, of Louisiana; Bowlin, of Missouri; and McGaughey, 
of Indiana, be appointed a committee to consult, devise and 
report to this House, the mode by them deemed most prac- 
ticable and acceptab'e for its speedy organization. 

Mr. THOMPSON said he had but a word to 
say in presenting this resolution. It would be 
geen that the gentlemen whose names were desig- 
nated in the resolution were divided equally among 
the slaveholding and the free States; that there 


| are an equal number. of Whigs and Democrats; 


and that the proposition was, in all respects, an 
equal one. ` 

The reading of the resolution was called for, and - 
it was read by the Clerk. ; 

Mr. ROBLNSON moved that the resolution be 
laid upon the table. 

Mr, THOMPSON asked for tellers on that 
motion, and they were ordered and appointed, 
Messrs. CaseLt of Florida and Peck of Vermont. } 

Mr. STANLY suggested to the gentleman from 


| Kentucky [Mr. Tuomrson] that the name of Mr. 


Asumun, of Massachusetts, should be substituted 


i for that of Mr. Winrurop; and that some other 
| name on the Democratic side should be substituted 
| for that of Mr. Cons. 


Mr. THOMPSON said he would. cheerfully 
acquiesce in the suggestion of the gentleman from 
North Carolina, [Mr. Sranzy,] and would substi- 
tute the nameof Mr. Asumun, on the Whig side, 
for the name of Mr. Winrnror. Fle was also 
entirely willing to substitute for the name of, Mr. 
Coss, on the Democratic side of the House, the 
name of any other member who might be suggest- 
ed. He mentioned the name of Mr. Jounson, of 
Arkansas. He would, if gentlemen. desired it, 
substitute that name. For his own. part, he in- 
tended to vote for any officers or any mode of 
organization which might be reported by the com- 
mittee. He would putin the name of Mr. Joun- 
son of Arkansas. If gentlemen on the Demo- 
cratic side choose to change it, they were at perfect 
liberty to do so. 

Mr. HALL rose and suggested that the name 
of Mr. Harauson, of Georgia should be-substi- 
tuted for that of Mr. Coge. 

Mr. THOMPSON said, just as gentlemen -on 
the other side might please. He had stated that 
he would vote for any officers or any mode of or- 
ganization which the committee might report. 

The question, “ Shall this resolution be laid on 
the table ?” was taken up, and decided in the afirm- 
ative-ayes 110, noes 66. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

[Cries of “ Go on with the roll. ”] 


$ 


1849. _ 


THE. CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE: 


z Mr. GOODENOW rose and sent to the Crerx’s 
table the following resolution, which was read: 
Resolved, That Ronerr C. Winrurop, of Massachusetts, 


be, and he ishereby, appointed Speaker; and J. W. Forney, | 


ot Pennsylvania, be, and.he ia i $ 
Joun M r OHNSON, or Virginia bea he Ora a 
ed Postmaster to this House.. ` 
Mr. ROBINSON moved that the resolution’ be 
laid on the table. ; : 
Tellers were asked and appointed, ( Messrs. 
Jounson of Arkansas, and Casert of Plorida.) 
_Mr. KAUFMAN moved to amend the resolu- 
tion by adding after the word “ Speaker,” the 
words, “$ provided he can get votes enough.” 
The Crerk said that the pending question was 
on the motion of the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. 
Roxinson,] that the resolution be laid on the table. 
{Cries for the ‘* question. ”] 


The question, “Shall this resolution be laid on 


the table??? was then taken, and decided in the 

affirmative—ayes 116. . 
The negative vote was not counted, the afirma- 

tive vote showing a majority of the whole number. 
Sv the resolution was laid on the table. 


Mr, T. Stevens.......eeeee 
Mr. King, of New Jersey....-- 
Mr. Conrad, ...cce cece ee erences 
Mr. Strong... ...ecceeee reese ute seceees 
Mr. Disney ...scecnecce cesses eeeeeeee 
Mr. Schenck. veeccesccencesereecrceeete 
Mr, Julian. cc cccrcee esse cere ences enene 
Mr. Stanly sce cececece seer eres erereeneers 
Mr. H. Cobb... cece ese c cece eee ceeeeee 
Mr. R. M. McLane... cece ccec ere ceeee 
Mr, Hilliard. .esssosrosesessseesereeene 
Mr. Robinson... cccssececesseccseeseenes 
Mr. McLanahan...cecccccceesscceeesees 
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The following is the vote in detail: 

For Mr. Boyd—Messrs, Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bocoek, Bowdon, Bowlin, Albert G. 
Brown, William J. Brown, Burt, Gorge A. Caldwell, How- 
ell Cobb, W. R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Daniel, Dimmick, Dun- 
ham, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, Fuller, Gilmore, 
Gorman, Green, Hackett, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Har- 
atson, Harmanson, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, 
Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holladay, Holmes, 
Howard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, 
Kaufman, La Sère, Letiler, Lituefield, Job Mann, Mason, 
McClernand, McDowell, McLanahan, Robert M. McLane, 
McMullen, McQueen, McWillie, Meade, Miller, Miltson, 
Morse, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Phelps, Powell, Richardson, 
Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, Fred- 
erick P. Stanton, Riebard H. Stanton, Thomas, Jacob 
Thompson, James Thompson, William Thompsen, Venable, 
Wallace, Wellborn, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Woodward, and 
Young. 

For Mr. Winthrop—Messrs. Anderson, Ashmun, Bokee, 
Thomas B. Butler, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, Conger, Cor- 
win, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Dunean, Alexander Evans, 
Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freedley, 
Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Hebard, Henry, Houston, Hunter, 
Jackson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. 
King, Jobn A. King, Levin, Meacham, Moore, Nes, Newell, 
Phenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rose, 
Rumsey, Schenck, Schermerhorn,Spaulding, Sprague, Stan- 
ly, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, 
Dyke, Vinton, and Williams, 

For Mr. White—Messrs. Alexander, Andrews, Baker, 
Beniett, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Clarke, Cote, 
Duer, Matteson, Rockwell, Schoolcraft, Silvester, Wilson 
and Winthrop. ; 

For Mr. Morehead—Messrs. Alston, Breck, Briggs, Hay 
mond, Hilliard, Marshall, F. FB. MeL 
Owen. Shepperd, A. H. Stephens, Toom 

Far Mr. Polter—Messrs. Bingham, Booth, 


bs, and Watkins, 


Peck, and Cleveland. 

For Mr. Phudleus Stevens—Messrs. Campbell, Howe, 
Horace Mann, MeLanahan, Sackett, and Tuck. g 

For Mr, James G. King—Messra. Gould, MeKissock,Otis, 
Thurman, and Underhill. 

For Mr. Disney—Messrs. Morris, Olds, Fotter, and Sweet- 
ser, 

For Mr. Strong—Messrs. Durkee, Preston King, Went- 
worth, and Wilmot. 

For Mr. Gonrad—Messrs. Joseph P. Caldwell, 
James L. Johnson, and Morehead. 

For Mr. Sehenck—Messrs. Crowell, Nelson, and Ogle. 

For Mr. Stanly—Messrs. Conrad and White. 

For Mr. Jwian—Messre. Allen and Root, 

For Mr. Horel Cobb—Mr. Boyd. 

For Mr. R. M McLane—Mr. Buel. 

For Mr. Hiliara—Mr. E. U. Cabell. 

For Mr. Robinson—Mr. Disney. 

For Mr. 


Clingman, 


MeLunchan—Mr. Strong- 
No choice, 


Goodenow, Gott, Grinnell, | 


John B. Tiiompson, Van |; 


ean, Morton, Onuaw, i 


Joseph Cable, |i 
Doty, Fitek, Gerry, Harlan, Stetson, Walden, Waldo, Wood, |, r 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, rose to renew | 
the offer of his proposition, with-slight modifica-. 
tions. As now presented, he said, it contained. | 
ithe names of gentlemen from all parts. of the 
Union—an equal number from the free and from 
the slave States. He would thank gentlemen on | 
the other side of the House, to make any change 
| they saw fit in the names of the Democratic mem- | 
bers included. The name of Divi S. KAUFMAN, 
which had unintentionally been omitted in. his 
first proposition, was now inserted. He (Mr. T.) 
would vote for any. officers, or for any mode of j 
organization which such a committee might re- 
port.” It was the dernier resort, in all legislative 
| bodies, in cases like this. He asked the consent 
of the House again to offer the resolution, and he į 
| demanded the yeas and nays upon the question of | 
its adoption, that the country might know who ; 
were in favor of it. The resolution was read, as | 


H follows: 


i 

|! Resolved, That Mr. Ashmun, of Massachusetts; Mr. 
li While, of New York; Mr. Bayly, of Virginia; Mr. Stanton, 
| 
H 


H of Tennessee; Mr. Schenck, of Ohio; Mr. Bingham, of 
f Mr. Morehead, of Kentucky; Mr. Cleveland, of 
of Louisiana; Mr, Butler, of | 


| vise, and report to this House the mode deemed by them 
li ; 
il Mr. ROBINSON moved to lay the resolution 


il on the table. 
Mr. STANLY. On that I demand the yeas and 
;| nays. 
| The yeas and nays were ordered, and having 
j: been taken, resulted—yeas 111, nays 110—as fol- 
“low: 
| YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Allen, Ashe, 
ii Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Bacock, Booth, Bowdon, Bowlin? 
! Boyd, Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, Er | 
i C. Cabell, Joseph Cabte, George A. Caldwell, Cleveland? į 
', Howell Cobb, W. R. W. Cobb, Coleock, Daniel, Dimmick, 
Hi Disney, Doty, Durkee, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, | 
i! Fitch, Falter, Gerry, Giddings, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, 
ji Hackett, Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, Hartan, Har- 
l; manson, Ishan G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Hoagtand, jį 
li Holladay, Holmes, Howard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, Robert | 
' W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufinan, rreston King, La Sére, Lefi- ii 
iller, Littlefield, Horace Mann, Job Mann, McClernand, || 
| McDowell, MeLanahan, Robert M. MeLaue, MeMutien, | 
|} McQueen, McWillie, Milter, Milson, Morris, Morse, Mor- |i 
i ton, Olds, Orr, Owen, Parker, Peck, Phelps, Potter, Pow~ | 
|! eil, Robbins, Robinson, Root, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Sed- | 
| don, Frederick P. Stanton, A. H. Siephens, Sietson, Sweet: 
Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, William ; 


{ 


Aeren, Bay? 


| sympathizes with mein my 


Í that many of the principi 


mittees:should beso constituted as to. haveineach « ` 
the 
rman 
should -be appointed on motion. This arranges: 
ment was acted upon two years ago; indeed, Tbe: 
lieve it was adopted. four years ago, apd the reason : 


a majority. of the same political complexion 
majority of thd Senate itself, and thatthe c 


for its adoption was, that we might avoid the, ted 


ous process of balloting; and it met with: the apa. 


probation of Senators on.all sides. . Three of the 


five members of each committee, it was. agreed, : 


should bé of the political faith of the gentlemen o 
the other side of the Chamber, and the rema: 


ing 


two should be appointed by this side. Ie willbe.: 


perceived that, in the present state of this body, int 
regard to political divisions, this proposition isas 
liberal as could be expected, and it is one which 
will greatly facilitate our proceedings.’ I there» 
fore, in pursuance of the example that has thus 
been set, and one which, if my recollection is cor- 
rect, has been followed. for four years, and Has 
been approved of by all, move that the Senate now 
proceed to the appointment of the chairmen of the’ 
standing committees without balloting. «A list hag 
been furnished me of the names of such gentle- 
men as are approved of on the other side of the 
Chamber—gentlemen of the Democratic party- 


and I have been requested to move their appoint. 


ment as chairmen of the standing 
the Senate. . : f: 

Mr. HALE. It is from no spirit of fáctious. 
opposition, from. ño- desire unnecessarily to con- 
sume the timeor the Senate, that I rise to say that 
I am compelled to withhold my consent from the 
arrangement that is proposed; and, in order. that’ 
I may not appear factious, I will state the reasons 
that impel me to this course; and I believe. it 
to bedue to the Senate and myself that I should 
state those reasons. I object, sir, in the frst 
place, because I will not consent, either -verbally 
or by remaining silent, to any arrangement that 
classes and divides the whole of this Senate into 
what are denominated two great parties, with- 
out recognizing any other distinctions of political 
faith than those which fall within those two di- 
visions. Speaking for myself, sir, Thope I have 


committees of 


at least one political associate—one friend who . 


political. course. Í 
acknowledge no obligation to either of the great 
parties to which the gentleman alludes. I believe 
es acted upon by both. 
are entirely fallacious, an 


: ser, Thomas, 
i Thompson, Toombs, Tack, Veuable, Walden, Waldo, Wal- | 
Wildiick, Wilmot, Wood, | 
i 


lace, Wentworth, Whittlesey, 
‘| Woodward, and Young—111. 

‘| NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Andrews, 
i: Ashmun, Baker, Bayly, Bennett, Bokee, Breck, Briggs, | 
| j Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, Joseph | 
|| P, Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, 
‘| Chingman, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, | 
ii Dickey, Dixon, Duncan, Dunham, Alexander Evans, Nathan | 
I| Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, | 
! Hall, Halloway, Hampton, Thomas L. Harris, Hay, Hay- | 
| mond, Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, ‘Houston, Howe, Hunter, | 
: Jackson, James L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George |} 
ii G. King, James G. King, Jobn A. King, Levin, Marshall, H 
f Mason, Matteson, McGaughey, MeKissoeck, F. E. McLean, | 
‘| Meacham, Meade, Moore, Morehead, Nelson, Nes, Newell, 
il Ogte, Otis, Outlaw, Phenix, Piunan, Patnam, Reed, Rey- 
i| notds, Richardson, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, 
|| Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schooleatt, Shepperd, Silvester, 
{| Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, R. H. Stanton, Thaddeus | 
|| Stevens, Taylor, John B. ‘Thompson, Thurman Underhill, į 
i} Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, Wellborn, White, Williams, | 
i! Wilson, and Winthrop—110. 


So the resolution was laid on the table. 
On motion of Mr. LEVIN, | 
The House adjourned. 4 


IN SENATE. 
Touespar, December 18, 1849. 
The Journal of the preceding day having been l 


| 
$ 

gad a A | 
| Mr. MANGUM. In part execution, sir, of the | 
| order for this hour, I desire to make a report con- | 
cerning the appoiniment of the committees of this | 


ody. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. I will remind the 
il Senator from North Carolina that there was no 
li order made on the subject of the appointment of 
the committees. There was merely a notice given 
that a motion would be made that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the election of the committees. 

Mr. MANGUM. Iwill move, then, that the |! 
Senate now proceed to the appointment of the 
chairmen of the standing committees. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MANGUM. It will be remembere 


| 


| ing on any committee. 


d that p 


the interests of the country. 
the sentiments of those who sent me here, and such 


d highly. prejudicial to., 
Such 1 believe to be, 


are the convictions of my own mind, I know that; 


| am overruled by numbers at present, but I bide 
my time, hoping that a. better day may yet dawn 
upon us. 
consent to such a siate of things as would: neces- 
sarily result from the adoption of such a mode of 
proceeding as that suggested by. the Senator from 
North Carolina, I am asked to do that which I 
cannot consent to do. I have not been consulted 


in the remotest degree in regard to the nominations » 
Ido not comi: 


for chairmen of the committees., f 
plain of that; but, not having been consulted, and 
not knowing what the arrangement is, not know- 
ing the basis upon which the committees. are to 
be formed, I feel compelled to interpose an objec- 
tion, and to ask that the rules of the Senate be 
observed. 

Mr. MANGUM. If the objection made by. ine 
Senator from New Hampshire be persisted in, it 
puts an end of course to the proposition that L have, 
made. { will, therefore, move that the, Senate: 
proceed to the election of the chairmen of the com-. 
mittees by ballot. f 

The motion was agreed to. Phas 

Mc. CLAY. Will the Senate indulge me for a. 
moment in saying, that whilst Iam. ready to per-, 
form any share of the labor which must legitimately 
attach to meas a member of this body, atthe same 
time I should be highly gratified if the Senate 
would have the goodness to.excuse me from serv- 
ing on any of the committees that may be organ- 
ized. 1 suppose that even without this request 
there is not much danger that I should have a la~ 
borious. post assignéd me, such as that of chairman 
ofa committee; but if the honor were tendered to 
me, I should make the same request that I now 
make, which is, that i may be-exeused from serv- 
i i Thereare. privete consid- 
erations which make it necessary that i should 
refer this request. ee 


lL it was agreed upon formerly that the standing comit 


Bat when I am asked to sit stilh, and. 


“The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator. 
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from Kentucky desire that the question be: put to. 
the Senate? Cat j i! mous consent of the members of the body to adopt 
Mr. CLAY. “There is no occasion for putting | a different mode of proceeding, [shall beg to differ 


ii i i - p a . . H 
of the Senate, decided that it requires the unani- | 


the Senate, F will take an appeal from the decision 
|| of the Chair. hoar 


|| Mr. MANGUM. I hope the Senator will with- 


Dec. 18, 


the question, sir. I only intended: an expression 
of my wish to be excused. z 
Mr. MANGUM then: proposed. Mr. Kiye, of i 
Alabama, as chairman’ of the Committee on For- : 
eign Relations. Brae eee 4 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Senators will please |' 
to prepare their ballots for chairman of the Com 
mittee on Foreign Relations.. 5; 
The ballots were -accordingly prepared; when |! 
it appeared that the whole number of ballots was | 
fifty-one. ` aan i 

For Mr. Kine, of Alabama... sesser. 4T E 

For Mr. Benton, of Missouri.......066. 3005 

For Mr. Manoum, of North Carolina.....1 | 

Mr. Kine having received a majority of the + 

number of votes polled, was declared duly elected 
chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relations. | 

Mr. MANGUM then nominated for chairman , 

of the Committee on Finance, Mr. Dickinson, of 
New York. 

The Senate then proceeded to ballot for chairman | 
` of the Committee on Finance; when the whole | 
| 
| 


te 
1i 


number of ballots was forty-eight. 
For Mr. Dickinson, of New York.......4 
For Mr. Sewarp, of New York........- 
For Mr. Davis, of Massachusetts.....,.. 
For Mr. Wessrer, of Massachusetts..... 1 | 
Mr. Dickinson having received a majority of | 
the whole number of votes polled, was declared |: 
duly elected chairman of the Committee on Fi- || 
nance. ji 
Mr. MANGUM then nominated for chairman `: 
of the Committee on Commerce, Mr. Hamrin. |! 
The Senate proceeded to ballot for chairman of | 
the Committee on Commerce; when the whole | 
number of ballots was forty-three. | 
For Mr. Hamrin, of Maine...... 
For Mr. Honrer, of Virginia.......... 
For Mr. Davis, of Massachusetts........ 
Mr. Hamuin having received a majority of the 
whole number of votes polled, was declared duly 
elected chairman of the Committee on Commerce. | 
Mr. MANGUM. I will propose, but it re- || 
quires unanimous consent, and I hope it will be |! 
satisfactory to the gentleman opposite, that the | 
Senate proceed to vote for the residue of the chair- 
men of the standing committees collectively. Will |. 
that be satisfactory to the gentleman opposite? | 
{Mr. Hare.] I know it requires unanimous con- 
sent. I wili read the list of names that has been |. 
furnished to me. 
Mr. HALE. 


i 


I want to say again that it is not 
my desire to occupy the time of the Senate un- | 
necessarily, but I must be permitted to remark |i 
that I have not seen this list that the honorable i; 
Senator from North Carolina speaks of, and I am | 
utterly uninformed as to how the proposed ap- 
pointees have been agreed upon. I have’ no in- 
formation whatever as to the arrangement of the | 
committees. It appears to me that if we postpone 
further proceeding in this matter until to-morrow, | 
we shal] be able to get on much more satisfactorily, ; 
and without any of the embarrassment that we ` 
now experience. I cannot consent to give my |: 
support to a proposed organization of the commit- 
tees of this body without knowing how they are || 
to be composed. i 
Mr. DICKINSON. I would suggest to Sena- | 
tors that it will take a considerable time to arrange || 
the committees. The present proposition is mere- i 
ly for the appointment of the chairmen; and if the |: 
Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Hare] had 
waited a moment he would have heard the Senator |! 
from North Carolina read his list of names, and he | 
would then have been able to determine whether 
the proposed appointments met his approbation. 
Mr. HALE. I know nothing of the nomina- i: 
tions except what has been stated by the gentle- | 
man from North Carolina. 


ti 


Finance, and if I were only assured that all the | 
rest of the nominations were made with as much `! 
discretion, I should be perfectly satisfied; but, in- 
asmuch as I have no such assurance, I cannot con- 
sent to waive my objection. i 

Mr. BERRIEN. Do L understand the Senator || 
from North Carolina to move that the Senate pro- || 
ceed to appoint the remaining chairmen without F 
ballot? Unless the Chair has, upon reflection; in `! 
regard to the construction to be given to the rule ‘| 


`! mittees that he intends to propose. 


H 
We have already J 
voted upon the chairman of the Committee of i! 


| from the opinion that has been advanced here that 
such: unanimous concurrence is requisite. Such 
is not, in my jotement, the: correct interpretation 
of the rule.. lt-isin these words: ; 

“ Tf the appointment of the standing committees, the Sen- 
ate will proceed by ballot severally to appoint the chairman 
of each committee, and:then by one ballot the other mem- 
bers necessary to complete the same.” 


The intention of this was that the vote for chair- | 


man and the vote for the other members of the 
committee should be given separately. The Vote 
for chairman and the vote for the remaining mem- 


|! bers of the committee could not, under that rule, 


be given upon the same ballot. But there is noth- 


ing in the rule that prevents you from voting for | 
: aa many members as you please; for instance, for || 


all the members that the committee is to consist 
of, and designating the member who shall be the 
chairman. i 

The VICE PRESIDENT was understood’ to 
decide that the unanimous consent of the Senate 
was requisite in order to entertain the motion of 


: the Senator from North Carolina. 


Mr. MANGUM. 1 would remark that in again 


‘ looking at the rule, I am satisfied that the construc- | 
tion put upon it by the Senator from Georgia is | 
correct, and that it does not require the unanimous | 


consent of the Senate to adopt the mode of pro- 
ceeding that I have proposed. 


Mr. HALE. The rule says that in the appoint- | 


ment of the standing committees, the Senate shall 
proceed by ballot severally—to do what? To ap- 
point the chairmen of the committees? No, that 
is not the rule; but the chairman of each commit- 
tee. Now I have no disposition to detain the Sen- 
ate, but if I have any knowledge of the construc- 
tion of the English language, I cannot consent that 
it shall be tortured in this way. If the construc- 


tion given to the rule is such as the gentleman i 


from North Carolina gives to it, it is in my esti- 
mation worth nothing at all. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The attention of: 
the Chair has not been directed to this subject, but | 
the impression upon the mind of the presiding | 
officer is, that it requires a separate vote for the | 


election of the chairman of each committee. 
Mr. BRIGHT. 


North Carolina reading the list of heads of corn- 


any unacceptable to the Senator from New Hamp- 


‘shire, or any other Senator, they can state their 
|, objections without any further difficulty. I appeal 
i to the Senator to allow us to adopt that course, 


and save us from the necessity of balloting for the 
chairman of each committee. 
Mr. CHASE. It occurs to me that it would 


i; meet the approbation of the majority of Senators, 
; and that we should get through sooner, by adopt- |, 
ing the proposition of the gentleman from New | 


Hampshire. There are gentlemen, perhaps, on 
this floor, who do not choose to be classed with 
either of the great parties into which this country 
is divided. If some gentlemen here think proper 


not to array themselves with either of those par- |: 
: ties, itis due at least to them to have a voice in the 


iad gers of the committees. 
‘The proposition, therefore, that there shall be a 
postponement of all further proceeding in this mat- 


ter until to-morrow, I think is a very reasonable | 
It ap- ; 


one, and one which ought to be adopted. 
pears to me to be only what ought to be conceded 
to a Senator who expresses a desire for such post 
ponement. Iam in fayor of the postponement in 
order to obviate all further difficulty. 

Mr. MASON. My attention has been called to 


ii this rule, and I must be permitted to say that I 


concur with the construction that has been given 
to it by the gentleman from Georgia. The object 
of the rule was, that in the election of the com- 
mittees, there should bea separation between the 
chairman and the remaining members of the com- 
mittees. It appears to me, there is no reason why 


| we should not proceed to elect the chairmen of the 
:: other committees without balloting. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The Chair has al- 


‘| ready decided that such a motion requires the 


unanimous consent of the Senate. 
Mr. MASON. I ask pardon of the Chair. I 
was not aware that such a decision had been made; 


but, in order to bring the question to the notice of i 


lt occurs to me that the difti- | 
culty could be obviated by the gentleman from | 


If there are į 


i| Chair. 
‘1a different.way. It would be much better to defer 
further action until to-morrow, in order to allow 
an opportunity to Senators to consider as to thé 
true construction that should be given to the rule. 


| cussion, but respectfully to suggest to the Senator 
i from North Carolina that the delay which he pro- 
| poses would, as itappears to me, be improper 
: under the circumstances. It is not that I would 
|| be wanting in respect to any Senator that oppose 
|| the proposition for delay; but it really appears to 
i| me that it would. be more respectful to the Senate 
that it should be collectively considered. in prefer- 
|| ence toa single individual. Iam for fighting out 
| the battle now. Let us go on and 
: men of the committees. : 
Mr. MANGUM. Iam perfectly content. ` 
Mr. DOUGLAS. It seems to me that'we ought 
o proceed without regard to the convenience of 
enators. An hour or more consumed in atten- 


to weigh with us. 
business is of more importance than the conveni- 
ence or inconvenience of Senators. : 
Mr. MASON. Iam satisfied with the decision 
of the Chair in regard to the rule. My only ob- 
ject was to have an expression of the sense of the 
i| Senate; but, asthe Chair has already decided, I 
|| am satisfied, and withdraw the appeal. ; 
|! Mr. MANGUM renewed his motion that the 
1 residue of the chairmen of the committees should 
|, be appointed without balloting. 
Mr. CHASE renewed the objection made by 
the Senator from New Hampshire, [Mr. Hare] 
Mr. BADGER. Let the balloting proceed. - 
Mr. MANGUM then nominated for chairman 
of the Committee on Manufactures, Mr. Segas- 
TIAN. ' 
The Senate proceeded to bailot for chairman of 


number of ballots was 43. : 
For Mr. SEBASTIAN, of Arkansas.........38 
For Mr. Hareg, of New Hampshire...... 2. 
For Mr. Davis, of Massachusetts sses. 1 
For Mr. Davis, of Mississippi .......606. 1 
For Mr. Norris, of New Hampshire..... T 
Mr. Sesasrian having received a majority of 
ii the whole number of votes polled, was declared 
i| duly clected Chairman of the Committee on Manu- 
i factures. pi 

io Mr. MANGUM then nominated for, chairman 
‘of the Committee on Agriculture, Mr. STURGEON; 
‘| When the Senate proceeded to ballot for chair- 
ii man of the Committee on Agriculture. Whole 
:! number of ballots 37. : 
i! For Mr. Stuacron, of Pennsylvania.....»35- 
For Mr. Haus, of New Hampshire..+.s6 I 
For Mr. Coase, of OhiO .. cc eceesesrere L 

| Mr. Srurceon having received a majority of 
i the whole number, was declared duly ‘elected 
i; chairman of the Committee on Agriculture. : 
Mr. MANGUM then nominated as chairman of 


|, the Committee on Military Affairs, Mr. Davrs, of 


|; Mississippi. ee 
‘| When the Senate proceeded to ballot for the 
ji same. Whole number of votes 37. 

For Mr. Davis, of Mississippi... ... 6.6632 
For Mr. Downs, of Louisiana... sses 2 
For Mr. Benton, of Missouri ........60. 2 
For Mr. Hae, of New Hampshire...... 1 

i Mr. Davis, of Mississippi, having received a 
ii majority of the whole number of votes poled, was 
|| declared duly elected chairman of the Committee 
i| on Military Affairs. 

| Mr. MANGUM then nominated Mr. Houston 
|! as chairman of the Committee on the Militia. 

| Mr. HOUSTON asked to be excused from the 
|| honor of presiding over that committee. He was 
‘lon two committees, which absorbed the greater 
į! portion of his time and attention. , 
| The Senate proceeded to ballot for chairman. 
i, Whole number of votes polled 37. : : 
‘| For Mr. Housron, of Texas ...-esee19 +30 

i For Mr. CHast, of Ohio.......% 
| For Mr. Dopesr, of Wisconsin : 
|l For Mr. Borraxo, of Arkansas. .ses ess 1 
$ For Mr. Dones, of lowa. sis» 

I For Mr. Hamiin, of Maine .....--- 


RETETE 


Mr. FOOTE. I do notrise to prolong this dis- ` 


draw this appeal, for | feel reluctant to vote: for: ‘ 
|| overruling any. decision that may be made by the“ 
I think the difficulty may be obviated in” 


elect the chair- `` 


ion to legislative duties, should not be permitted” 
The transaction of the public” 


the Committee on Manufactures; when the whole . 


1849. 
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Mr. Hovsrow having received a majority of the i 


whole number of votes, was declared duly elected 
chairman of the Committee on the Militia. 

Mr. MANGUM then nominated as chairman 
of the Committee. on Naval Affairs, Mr. YuLEE; 
when the Senate proceeded to ballot for the same. 
Whole number of votes 37. Sa : 

For Mr. Yuurg, of Florida... se ses ess 0s32 

For Mr. Batpwiy, of Connecticut. i. 5.6662 

For Mr. Have, of New Hampshire...... 2 

For Mr. Brapsury, of Maine...s..6.... 1 

Mr. Yuiee having received a majority of the 
whole number of votes, was declared duly elected 
chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. MANGUM then nominated as chairman of 
the Committee on Public Lands Mr. Fercc, of 
Michigan. 

And the Senate proceeded to ballot for the same. 
Whole number of votes 40. 

For Mr. Fercan, of Michigan. ......--.-. 39 

For Mr. PueLrs, of Vermont...... eevee 


Mr. Fercu having received a majority of the |i 
whole number of votes, was declared duly elected | 


chairman of the Committee on Pablic Lands. 
Mr. MANGUM then nominated as chairman 
of the Committee on Private Land Claims, Mr. 
Downs, of Louisiana; and the Senate proceeded 
to ballot for the same. Whole number of votes 40. 
For Mr. Downs, of Louisiana........+ «39 
For Mr. Cuassg, of Ohio...... 


Jas vastrep ant 


Mr. Downs having received a majority of the |; 
whole number of votes, was declared duly elected |’ 
chairman of the Committee on Private Land |: 


Claims 


the Committee on Indian Affairs, Mr. ATCHISON, 
of Missouri; when the Senate proceeded to ballot 
for the same. Whole number of votes 41. 


For Mr. Arcuison, of Missouri.........40 

For Mr. Hare, of New Hampshire...... 1 

Mr. Arcuison having received a majority of 
the whole number of votes, was declared duly 
elected. 

Mr. MANGUM then nominated as chairman 

- ef the Committee of Claims, Mr: Norris; when 

the Senate proceeded to ballot for the same. 
Whole number of votes 34. 


For Mr. Norris, of New Hampshire... .32 
For Mr. Hare, of New Hampshire...... 1 
For Mr. Masoy, of Virginia ..... rr | 


chairman of the Committee of Claims. 


Mr. MANGUM then nominated as chairman ij 
of the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, Mr. + 


WALKER. 

Mr. M. playfully observed that he had been re- 
quested by his friend on his right (Mr. Hate] te 
state that he would not consent to become the can- 
didate for chairman of that committee. 


The Senate proceeded to ballot, when the whole || © 
|| tionary. 


number of votes given was 36. 


For Mr. WALKER, of Wisconsin.. ese.. .31 
For Mr. Greene, of Rhode Island... e... 2 


For Mr. Crass, of Ohio. ees eeeeeee eee 1 
For Mr. Dongs, of Iowa. ... 2+. s+-eeeees 1 
For Mr. Dover, of Wisconsin ....... wee Í 


Mr. Warner having received a majority of the |: 


whole number of votes, was declared duly elected 


chairman of the Committee on Revolutionary |; 


Claims. 
Mr. MANGUM then 
the Committee on the Judiciary, Mr. BUTLER; and 


the Senate proceeded to ballot for the same. |, 
' the Journal was approved. 


Whole number of votes 34. 
For Mr. Burier, of South Carolina. e.. »30 
For Mr. Sewarp, of New York.......-- 3 
For Mr. Cnase, of Ohio. ..e.eseeeeeee ee T 


Mr. Burer having received a majority of the || 
whole number of votes, was declared duly elected 


chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. MANGUM, then nominated as chairman of 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 
Mr. Ruex; when the Senate proceeded to ballot 
for the same. Whole number of votes 33. 


For Mr. Rusx, of Texas.....sseereeers 33 
Mr. Rusx was therefore declared unanimously 


elected chairman of the Committee on the Post |} 


Office and Post Roads. . , 
Mr. MANGUM then nominated as chairman 
of the Committee on Pensions, Mr. Kina; when 


SHa proceeded to ballot, Whole numbezor | ite organization, and: of allaying the excite: 


|. Mr. Kine having received a majority of the |i. 
whole number of votes, was declared duly elected || to-morrow. He would read it- 
chairman of the Committee on Pensions. : 


| chairman of the Cammittee on Territories, Mr. |i 
Doveras; and after that ballot had taken place; he | of 
should then move that the remaining chairmen of |! second vote on to-morrow, if any member shall receive only 
the several committees be taken collectively, as he || one less than a majority of the whole number. of votes, ‘he, 


| understood all further objection to the proceeding! 
would be withdrawn. 


number of votes 40. 


mittee on the Public Buildings. 


. i 3 lC itt > ` : 
Mr. MANGUM then nominated as chairman of |; ommittee on Patents and the Patent Office 


: Commitee on Retrenchment. | 


| Committee on the Library. 


i Committee on Printing. i 


| to take up the subject to-morrow at twelve m.;; 


i but withdrew the motion on the suggestion of Mr. i 


Mr. Norris having received a majority of the | F | 
whole number of votes, was declared duly elected 


|! adjourned. 


roposed as chairman of |, f : i 
! the Clerk as to the Journal in a certain particular, | 


: the House. 
i the unanimous consent of the House to preface the i 
| resolution with a very few remarks. 
|: tesy had been extended yesterday to the gentle 

| maa from Kentucky, [Mr. Tuompson,] and he 


ae oA} which prevailed in every section of the Ini 
For Mr. Kine, of Alabamas. se csse esei 26 © | reason of the state of things now existing | 
‘For Mr. Benron, of Missouri... seces e2 || was: substantially the same ‘as thit- which he had 
For Mr. Cast, of Ohio. .........4..06. 2° || offered- yesterday, with this exception, that tHe- 
For Mr. Bancer, of North Carolina. ..... 1 || resolution which ke was:now about to éffer provi- 
; ded that itshould not comience to takeeffect until 


} 


' Mr. K. then read the resolutión; bi ho 
-Mr. MANGUM said ‘he would nominate for || the following words: |” “ 5 ? z eee 


| Resolved, That if on to-morrow no member have ama; 


f all the votes cast for Speaker on the first vote, then. he 


i: shall be declared elected; but if no member be elected 
; Speaker on said second vote, then on the third next vote, 
, if any member shall receive only two less than a majority, 
Whole |! he shall be decared elected, and so on, requiring ong vote 

ij less n elect for every ballot taken, until a choice of Speaker 
: is made. . 5 


The Senate then proceeded to ballot. 


For Mr. Doveras, of Ilinois..... 0200-0533 
For Mr. Corwin, of Ohio...seseeecesees 2 
For Mr. Howrer, of Virginia. .......2.. 2 
For Mr. Cuase, of Ohio... .. eee ceeeeee L 
For Mr. Turney, of Tennessee... seses 1 
For Mr. Weester, of Meassachusetts..... 1 


Mr. Doveras having received a majority of the 


|| The resolution: having been read— : 
i Mr. K. proceeded to remark, that before he re- 
| ferred more particularly to the resolution, he would 
| state, in a word, what was the objection which he 
; entertained, to the resolution which had been in- 
: troduced yesterday by the gentleman from Ken-: 


į whole number of votes, was declared duly elected | tucky, [Mr.Tuompson.] He (Mr. K.) conceived 
chairman of the Committee on Territories. 


. that it would be more. satisfactory to:thée people : 


Mr. MANGUM then proposed the following l ofthe country, that, whatever was:done, shouldbe : 


Senators as chairmen of the several committees į 
i! hereinafter named, and their election was duly |) 
confirmed by the Senate: 


_ Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, interposed, and | 
| said that he had risen to a point of order. It: 
would be recollected by the House that a, resola- 
tion had been adopted several days ago, by:which i 
all debate was prohibited. Pa ae 
|| The Cuerx said it was true that such a resolu- 
|; tion had been adopted; but that the gentleman 
|: from Texas [Mr. Kaurman] had obtained the 
unanimous consent of the House to explain his 
|) resolution. - x 
Mr. Rusk, of Texas, chairman of the Commit- i: Mr. KAUFMAN said he had distinctly asked 
toe on Enrolled Bills. |, the courtesy of the House to preface his resolution 
Mr. Jongs, of Iowa, chairman of the Committee i: with a few remarks. The consent of the House 
on Ensrossed Bills. rf hai been given, and ne hoped thiar no gentleman 
a : LW ake,exception to his proceeding. wee 
Mr. Borianp, of Arkansas, chairman of the: Mr. BROWN said he certainly had not under- 
Rip DICKINSON kere moved wo postpone fr |; Stood thatthe entrant oF ths 
ther balloting, giving notice that he should move » House i5 male his remarks If he (Mr B.) had 
a i hat to be the proposition, he, for one 
which was agreed to. i understood tiar pror, 2 ante a 
3 ‘ ; | would have objected to it. He objected to the. 
Mr, BADGER moved that the Senate adjourn, | resolution, and he objected to any debate upon it. 
Mr. WOODWARD said he desired permission: 


DOTE. | : A : : 
Mr. FOOTE then gave notice that he would to- | to ae cuestion of, arose an ihe Hopie oy 
morrow move to go into the election of Chaplain |i ys” since, peon nu Oe AREEN 
for the Senate ji adopted a resolution, requiring the House to pro- 


Mr. Huser, of Virginia, chairman of the Com- i 


Mr. Turney, of Tennessee, chairman of the; 
i 
Mr. Brapsury, of Vermont, chairman of the 


Mr. Pearce, of Maryland, chairman of the | 


hati n . |i ceed to the “election of Speaker without debate.”” 
gone EE stad let the proposi i! E understand that yesterday morning, in wy abs 


I object.j i À AD eis e Paa 
T 7 oo UES I sence, it was decided, that under this resolution, 
Mr. FOOTE could see no rational objection to |) We were obliged, not only to go into the election of 


the proposition; the Senate, he thought, might atj g : : ree 
> ; te ne .. || Speaker without debate, but, also, into the consider- 
ee to iho edenin tae ater wie | aco aid adopton of edol Ta aloni ia 
ceeding any farther without the aid of that fune- | Nows I object to this construction, and claim for 
g any . i the gentleman from Texas [Mr. Kavrman] the’ 
l| right to be heard. If the Chair decide against his’ 
, right, I shall appeal to the House. The resolution 
| now 'ntrodaced. and which you deny our right to 
| debate, is, itself, as much a violation’ of the pre- 
| vious resolution referred to, as debate could be. ` 
i [Cries of “ Go on—go on.” 
Mr. ASEIMUN said that he insisted on the 
point of order which had been raised by the gen- 


‘tleman from Mississippi, [Mr. Brown.] He (Mr. 


On motion of Mr. BADGER, the Senate then 
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The Journal of yesterday was read. 
‘Mr. KAUFMAN rose and was recognized by | 


| 
| 
i 


the Clerk, but yielded the floor for the moment to A.) had understood the gentleman from Texas, 


Mr. HARALSON, who made an inquiry of | [Mr. KavrMan,] to ask that the House would ex- 
|| tend to him the same courtesy which ait had ex, 
which was found to be correctly recorded, and then |; tended yesterday to the gentleman from Kentucky; 
i (Mr. Ranma This wan auteurs peopet. Tn : 
Rae SY | House did yesterday extend to the gentleman from 
THE SPEAKERSHIP. i Kentucky che eouilany of explaining his own reso- 
Mr. KAUFMAN then resumed the floor. i lution; and the House, by unanimous consent, had 
He said that he held in his hand a resolution |: to-day granted the same courtesy tothe gentleman 
which he desired to present to the consideration of | from Texas. But the gentleman had accomplished 
He would, in the first instance, ask l that object, He had explained his resolution, and | 
| was now proceeding to argue as to matters which 
had occurred yesterday. He (Mr. A.) submitted 
that the gentlemani should confine himself, under 
the courtesy which the House had given him, to an 
(Mr. K.) was satished that it would not now be: explanation of his resolution. i F 
refused to him. : i -= Mr. WOODWARD asked for thë decision of 
No objection having been made, Mr. K. pro-|; the House upon the point of. order. 
ceeded with his remarks. ol) Mr. TOOMBS rose to a similar point of order; 
The resolution, he said, which he wished to!) which he desired so to extend as that it should ap- 
offer for the consideration of the House, for the |; ply to the resolution, as well as to debate. He con- 
great purpose, as he conceived, of conducifig töl tended that it never was the design of the resolu- 


That cour 


R 
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tion, which had been: adopted the other-day, that 
resolutions should be introduced.and passed with- 
öut debate. If gentlemen would introduce resolu- 
tions here, the object of. which was to direct- and 
control the action of this House, they had no 
right.te force decisions upon them without debate, 
and he should insist upon his right.to debate them. 
The language of the resolution was this : 

Resolved, That this House shall proceed to the election of 
a Speaker, and continue its efforts to effect such an election, 
without debate from any member of this House, untit an { 
election is effected, food Ps ` | 

Now .(Mr.-T. contended) under this resolution 
no other resolution was in-order; but if such reso- 
lutions should be introduced then he should claim 
the right to speak. upon them. So long as the 


House confined itself to voting, without debate, || i 
5 ’ | form; and he should call every gentleman to order 


upon the-election of a Speaker, the resolution 


which had been adopted prohibiting debate was 
applicable. But. gentlemen could not be thus: 
gagged, if attempts were made to offer resolu- |! 
tions violating the rights of the country, the free- | 


members ‘of this House. | 

Mr. WOODWARD was understood to suggest | 
that, under the terms of the resolution adopted the | 
other day, these propositions could not be intro- 
duced. That resolution provided for the election. |i 
of Speaker, and prohibited debate until a Speaker 
should have been chosen, and the very* introduc- 
tion of these propositions was a violation of that 
resolution. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, said that he! 
must ask the attention of the House a moment. | 
He would send to the Clerk’s table a resolution, 
which he desired might be read for information. 

The resolution was then read, as follows: 

Resolved, That, unti! otherwise ordered by the House, 
debate shall be in order, and restrained only by parliament- 
ary law. j 

‘This (continued Mr. J.) could not be otherwise 
than a subject of deep interest to this House and 
the wholecountry. The resolution recently adopted || 
had destroyed all debate, and in its adoption the 
House had, as it were, stultified itself. 

Debate should be had—free debate—full debate. 
For more than two weeks we had been thus en- 
gaged; still they were adisorganized body. Now, 
sir, (said Mr. J.,) this state of things must have 
an end. When will it be, and how? It cannot 
last. We will adjourn, go home, if we can do no 
better. How will it then be? If the resolution 
which curtails debate shall be adhered to, the 
country will be kept in ignorance of the motives 
which influence members. Those motives should 
be known, in justice to gentlemen—in justice to 
the country... The evils that afflict us should be 
published. The truth should go to the country, 
the whole truth. "Fhe South should know it—the 
Worth should know it. If individuals are in fault, 
publish it; if principles cause our differences, dis- 
cuss them. l hope discussion will be allowed. It 
gives light, gives knowledge; and knowledge and 
wisdom alone can arrest and remedy the evils |! 
which now surround us, Some fear the influence 
of discussion, both upon our time and our action. | 
I do not fearit. I wish to hear it—a full, free de- 
bate; a debate upon the value of the Union and all. | 
At the first opportunity I shall present the resolu- 
tion just read for action, and I give further notice, 
that Í shall call for the yeas and nays on the prop- 
osition. 

Mr. ROOT said he hoped the House would see 
no necessity for making a change from the resolu- 
tion under which they were now acting. He 
thought the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. 
Woopwarp]} had given a correct construction of 
the resolution, as had also the gentleman from 
Georgia [Mr. Toomps.] While they were pro- 
ceeding, under that resolution, to vote for Speaker, 
undoubtedly debate was not in order. But when 
a resolution was offered which went to abdicate the 
resolution itself, was not debate in order? Nothing | 


had been said or done more violative of the reso- if 
j pass the resolution. 


lution than the offering, yesterday, of the prop- | 
osition of the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr, |! 
Tuomprson.] The House, by the resolution, had || 
determined to continue to vote, and that without |! 
debate, for Speaker.’ No other proposition, then, /| 
or debate upon it, was in-order. He thought, | 
therefore, that there was no necessity for the reso- 
lation of the gentleman from Arkansas, [Mr. | 
Jounson,] bat that the resolution under which | 


t 
i 
i 
| 
dom of speech, and the constitutional rights of jj 
| 
j 
| 
i! 
| 
H 
i 


‘ upon-the resolution. 


| tions were out of order. Bi | 
| went to the House, he desired to debate it; he 


they were acting provided for the same object | 
which the gentleman sought to accomplish. B 


Mr. VAN. DYKE said there-had been no debate 
since the meeting of the House, except upon reso- 
lutions; and the object of passing the resolution 
under which they were acting, had been to stop 
debate upon all:subjects on which it had taken 
place, until. the object of their voting should be 
accomplished in the election of a Speaker. Now 
if it. were the will of the House again to open de- 
bate, and to place themselves exactly where they 


“had stood before the resolution had passed, why, 


let them do so. He asked that the opinion of the 
House be taken upon the question, and he should 
undertake to insist, until the resolution was re- 
scinded, that debate was not in order. He cared 
not in what form the question was taken, but he 
should insist upon the question of order in some 


who undertook to debute any resolution, until the 


! resolution was superseded, or until the House de- 
| clared that debate should proceed. 


Mr. KAUFMAN rose, he said, to make a pro- 
position which would supersede the necessity of 
further consideration of the points of order. He was 
not fonder of speaking, perhaps, than many gentle- 


| men on this floor: during the time in which he had 
| had the honor of a seat here,jhe had trespassed but 


little upon the time of the House; he was not par- 
ticularly anxious to deliver a speech upon this oc- 


! casion, although he conceived that, if the strictest 


rule had been adopted for the exclusion of debate, 
the unanimous consent which had been accorded to 
him would allow him to proceed. But he was 
willing to forego making any further remarks. 


| He should net have asked the consent of the 
| House to speak, had not a similar privilege been 


conceded to the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. 
Tompson] yesierday; and he knew that gentle- 
man was not one of those who would be opposed 


ii to his (Mr. K.’s) making any remarks which 


might conduce to the adoption of the resolution 
which he had offered. All he asked was, that the 
members present should give him the yeas and nays 
He did not propose that it 
should go into effect to-day, but to-morrow; and if 
it was adopted, in two days they would succeed in 
producing an organization of the House, to the 
gratification and satisfaction of the House and 
the country. He asked the yeas and nays on the 
adoption of his resolution. 

r. WOODWARD said, he had had no dispo- 
sition to draw out a general debate. On the con- 
trary, he said candidly he did not want to hear it. 


: All he asked was, that when important proposi- 


tions were introduced, members might have a 
reasonable opportunity of discussing their merits 
briefly. 

T'he Crerx stated the question before the House 
to be upon the point of order which had been 


| raised to the gentleman from Texas (Mr. Kaur- 


MAN] proceeding in his remarks, 
Mr. KAUFMAN said that point of order was 


| superseded, as he had waived what he conceived 


to be his right tospeak; and he now merely asked 
for the yeas and nays on the adoption of his reso- 
lution. . 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, said he would 


offer his resolution as an amendment to the resolu- | 


tion of the gentleman from Texas, 
The Crerx read the resolution. 


Mr. JOHNSON withdrew his amendment,’ 


stating that he should again offer itas an inde- 
pendent proposition, after the resolution should 
have been disposed of. 

Mr. TOOMBS said he objected to the resolution 
as violative of the rule which had been adopted 


| for their government while proceeding to the elec- 


tion of Speaker. He held that, under the true 
construction of that resolution, the House could do 
nothing else than vote, and that all these resolu- 
Bat if this resolution 


desired to show, or to attempt to show, that in his 
judgment it was incompetent for the House to 
He now made that point of 
order, and it became very important that the 
House should decide upon it. The resolution of 


the gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Dimmick,] | 


which had been adopted by the House, called 
upon the House to go on and do a known and ac- 
knowledged duty—a duty under the Constitutiona— 
a duty according to law—a duty about which there 
was no dispute—and that they should continue 
their efforts till the object was effected, and allow 
nothing else to intervene until that time, But it 


would be a monstrous construction ‘to extend the 
resolution to allowing other propositions to beiñ- 
troduced, and requiring that they should be. acted 
upon without debate. 
ging the liberty of speech, to undertake to provide 


that most important questions affecting the rights” 
of the country and the rights of the State should 


be acted upon without debate? He believed that 
the resolution of the gentleman from Texas vio- 
‘lated the Constitution of the United States. The 
gentleman did not believe it. He(Mr.‘I'.) desired, 
before it was acted upon, that the reasons why he 
so- believed should go before the House and the 
country. He was willing to effect an organization 
in pursuance of the resolution of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania. It was in strict conformity 
with the Constitution and right. The Constitution 
said: ** The House of Representatives shal! choose 
their Speaker and other officers.” ae. 

Mr. KAUFMAN (interrupting Mr. Toomss) 
said: Does not the fifth section of the first article 
of the Constitution say that ‘each House may 
determine the rules of its proceedings?” Thisis 


now a House. The Constitution says, ** the House- 


2” 


shall choose its Speaker,’ without prescribing 
any mode of choice. The House, therefore, ex- 
ists before a Speaker. My resolution, if adopted, 
will be a majority of the House ‘ determining its 


| rule of proceeding’? in regard to the election of a 


Speaker. 

_ Mr. TOOMBS (continuing) said they could not, 
in their present state, adopt any rule. Until they 
were organized they were under. the general par- 
liamentary law, or they were under-no law. When 
they should have organized, they would have the 
right to adopt rules. Now they had no such 
right. They had no more right to enact a par- 
liamentary law than any other law. They could 
not prescribe a rule of conduct obligatory either 
upon themselves or others. They were not a law- 
making power; nobody knew their right to sit 
here; they had not done their first duty as mem- 


bers of the House of Representatives: they had _ 


not taken the oath which bound them to the throne 
of the living God, to obey the Constitution of the 
United States; they could neither make rules for 
the House nor the country. 

Mr. VAN.DYKE interposed, and wished to 
understand of the gentleman from Georgia if hë 
was about to debate the resolution? ' z 

Mr. TOOMBS replied that he insisted upon his 
right to debate, if theresolution were pressed upon 
the consideration of the House. He was now 
speaking to the point of order. 

Mr. VAN DYKE. My impression is, that the 
resolution already passed precludes debate. 

Mr. TOOMBS said he was discussing his point 
of order, and giving his reasons for it. Be wanted 
to debate the resolution of the gentleman from 
Texas when it came up. If this House were 
going to discharge their duty in the election. of 
Speaker without debate, he had nothing to say; 
butif they were going to consider and act upon 
resolutions affecting the rights of his constituents 
and the country, and the integrity of the Consti- 
tution, he claimed the freedom of speech to expose 
and denounce them. 

Mr. VAN DYKE repeated his inquiry, whether 
the gentleman was now about to debate the reso- 
lution ? Ki 

Mr. TOOMBS replied that he ; 
was now upon the point of order. He wanted to 
show how important it was that this resolution 
should be ruled out of order; for, if they went.on 
under it, they might bring down a plurality to ten 
men, or to two men, who would thus be enabled 
to control the organization of the House and the 
rights of the various sections of the country. He 


held that, under the Constitution of the United - 
| States, nothing less than a majority of one of all 
| the members elected was.a quorum. 


From the 
day of the assembling of the first Congress to this 
day, a majority of the members present had been 
required to elect a Speaker, This single fact was 
a cotemporaneous and continuous exposition of 
the true meaning of the Constitution. It was also 
in conformity with the ordinary meaning of the 
words used in the clause referred to. A majority 
of one of all the members elected constituted: a 
quorum; sach quorum constituted a House, in the 
meaning of the Constitution. ee 

The acts of a majority of that. House alone were 
the acts of the House. In the absence ofa spes 
cial rule to the contrary, this was the universal law. 


Was it not directly infrin- - 


was not. He, 
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of all assemblies of men, no matter for what pur- | 
pose or by what authority convened. It was, |! 
therefore, the universal meaning of the terms, and 
must of necessity be held to have been used in 
this sense in the Constitution. Therefore, by the 
Constitution a majority of the members present 
was necessary.to the election of the Speaker... Dis- 
pense with this rule, elect a member by a meré 


plurality to preside over the House, and his first 
act would be to swear fealty to that very Consti- | 
tution over whose ruins he had reached the chair. | 

He said, therefore, whether his views were cor- || 
rect or not, it became important to every man, as 
he valued the rights of his constituents, that this |; 
grave question should be discuseed. He appre- |i 
hended that the House did not intend to deprive !} 
him of the right of discussing it. He entered his i 
protest, therefore, against any resolution being |: 
introduced. They had determined, by the adop- jj 
tion of the resolution of the gentleman from Penn- |; 
sylvania, to do nothing else until a Speaker was 
elected. If, however, they allowed resolutions to |; 
be introduced, he held that the highest right of the |) 
citizen—a right necessary to the preservation of | 
every other—would not be preserved, and that , 
they should have the liberty of speech before the |! 
resolutions were acted upon. o | 

Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, said he was |: 
glad the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Toomes] | 
had touched a point which lay at the foundation Íi 
of all these matters. Resolution had followed | 
resolution, proposing an election by a plurality. |; 
The first quesuon gravely to be determined by the !! 
assembly of this nation was, What were the rights |! 
of this ELouse within the pale of the Constitution ? |; 
That Constitution defined what they were. They — 
were a House. What was a House? A House 
was constituted by a majority. 

But it has been said that a majority could, by 
less than a majority, proceed to organize the 
House. There were rules as deep and as broad as 
thecommon law—that great foundation ofregalated | 
liberty, to which, in his opinion, it became every 


member to attend, before he created expedients `; 


for temporary relief, One of these was ubique ` 
major est tolum est—w here the majority was, there 
was the House. The House, by its very consti- 
tution, was composed of the majority of all the 
members elected. Butcould the House, before its - 


organization, delegate to a portion of itself the ` 
right to exercise the powers of the House? Dele- | 


gaius non potest delegare authoritatem—no delegated | 


power could impart its authority to another. Could : 


they,a delegated power, before they had organized, | 


delegate the organization to a less number? 
But the question had been settled by a high ju- ' 
dicial tribunal in the celebrated case 
Mr. KAUFMAN interposed, and requested of |: 
the gentleman from South Carolina to be allowed |. 
to modify the proposition which he (Mr. K.) had i 
offered, by adding a proviso, that no member i; 
should be elected Speaker unless he received a |; 
majority of a quorum of the House. He modi- |: 
fied his resolution accordingly. ! 
Mr. HOLMES (resuming) said, the case to if 
which he was referring was ong which had arisen ij 
in the House of Lords, and was in substance this: ! 
The Corporation of London was constituted by a 
majority; after they were constituted, they eX-/ 
pelled a member by a plurality. He took legal | 
proceedings, and brought the case before the court, |; 
and the court decided that the Corporation had the | 
high power of expelling a member, but it could 
only be done by a majority. , 
He invoked the representatives of the people to © 
apply this rule, and not violate the Constitution by it 
the adoption of any of these propositions which 
had been offered. f 
Mr. McMULLEN said he did not rise for the 
purpose of making a speech, but of bringing to 
the notice of the House a resolution in the form of 
a substitute for the one offered by the gentleman 
from Texas, which proposition, he hoped, would | 
meet the favorable consideration of the House. ! 
hey had to-day—— a . 
i Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, seid. he 
wished to interrupt the gentleman from Virginia 
for one moment. He desired to know precisely 
what was the question now before the House. 
The Crerr. The question before the House 18 
estion of order. 
a Vir, THOMPSON. Then I desife to know i 


the point of order, so that debate i 
+ 


i 
j 
i 
j 
i 
t 
{i 
it 
H 
H 
i 


precisely what is the 
may be confined to it. z 


“The Crerx stated that the gentleman- from 
Texas {Mc. Kaurman] had introduced a resolu- 
tion, and was proceeding to debate it, when he-had 
been* called to order by the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi, [Mr. Tuomrson;] and that was the point 
of order now before the House.. 

Mr. KAUFMAN. Notatall. I waived making 
any remarks; therefore the point of order falls, as 
a matter of course. 

[Cries of “ Cail the roll!”] 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said, the 
point of order was simply this: whether, under the 


; resolution. which had been adopted by the House, 


another resolution could be introduced. As he 


i had understood the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. 


‘Toomps,] that gentleman had raised the point that 
no resolution was in order. He (Mr. T.) himself 
so understood. The House had but a single duty, 
under the resolution which had a few days since 
been adopted, viz: to go forward to elect a Speaker 
without debate. But if they did not so go for- 
ward—if resolutions were allowed to be intro- 
duced—he thought they should have the oppor- 
tunity to discuss them. $ 

A word of conversation passed between Messrs. 
Tompson and HiLLaRrD, which could not be 
caught by the reporter. 

Mr. INGE, with the view, he said, of getting 
rid of this resolution and proceeding with the 
business clearly before the House, moved tolay the 
resolution and the several amendments on the table. 

Mr. MeMULLEN said he believed he was en- 
titled to the floor, as he had yielded it to the gen- 
teman from Mississippi for explanation. He 
would, however, for the present, decline to offer 
his resolution, unti! the question now before the 
House (which he understood was a question of 


‘i order) should be determined. When the House 


was ready to take the question on the resoiution 
of the gentieman from Texas, he should claim the 
right to offer his resolution as a substitute. 

The CuerK announced the question upon laying 
the whole subject upon the table. 

[Loud cries of ‘* Question t”) 

The question was taken, and decided in the af- 
firmative. 

So the whole subject was laid on the table. 

[Cries of “ Call the roll !”’] 


Mr. STRONG, of Pennsylvania, said he had | 


been acting as one of the tellers without intermis- 
sion for thirteen days. He thought, therefore, he 
was entitled to an honorable discharge, and he 
‘asked that another person might be substituted in 
his place. 


‘take their seats as tellers, to respite those who 

had been acting, viz: Messrs. Van Dyxge of New 
‘Jersey, Harris of Alabama, Henry of Vermont, 
and Gorman of Indiana. 


The CLerr was proceeding. to call the roll, | 


when— 


Mr. McGAUGHEY rose and announced to the | 


House his intention not.to give his vote upon the 


|| call of the roll to-day. His reason for this course 


would be found in the fact, that one of his col- 
leagues on the Democratic side (Mr. McDowatp] 
had met with an accident, which rendered it incon- 
venient for him to attend the House to-day. His 
colleague would attend, if it should be necessary 
for him to doso. If that necessity should not 
arise, he would not be present, and he (Mr. McG.) 
should decline to vote. 

The roll was then called the fifty-second time, 
when the tellers reported that the whole number of 
votes given was 223; necessary to a choice 112; 
of which— 

Mr. Winthrop received....++eseeeeeee+ 95 
Boyd. vcesece cvecsceseenereceeees 66 
MeClernand ...seeceeceeeesser ces 13 
Potter. cece ceececereee ves oe IL 


Disney... eee ecererececee eters ria, 
Cobb, of Georgia...ceseeeeereraee T 
Jolian... e.. AREARE 7 
Morehead... ccesees sreercreee 4 
Stevens, of Pennsylvania... -seses 3 
Robinson... cececeeseececseceeeeee 2 
McLane, of Maryland.....--+eee0+ 1 
Clingman....cseeescereseeeceeanre i 
McLanahan.... ssesserrereereesse È 
Baker. ccccccssccceccccersececeses T 
Cabell, of Florida.....++ereree+-+ 1 
+ en, 

223... 


The CLERK invited the following gentlemen to | 


i) Butler, Joseph 


The following is-the vos ‘in deta 


For Mr: Winthrop—Mezsrs. Alexander, Alston „Anderšo 


Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B- Butler, 
Joseph P. Caldwell; Calvin Casey, Chandler, Clarke; Cote; 


Duncan; Alexander. Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Free 
ley, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, 
Hay, Haymond, Hebard; Henry, Houston, Hunter, Jackson; 


A. King, Levin, Horace-Mann, Marshail, Matteson, Me~ 
Kissock, Finis E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, 


Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett; 
Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schooleraft, Shepperd-| Silvester, 
Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, 
John B. Thompson, Thurman, Underbill, Van Dyke, Vin- 
ton, Watkins, White, Williams, and Wilson. Peat 
For Mr. Boyl—Messrs. Ashe, Averett. Bayly, Bocock, - 
Bowdon, Burt, George A. Caldwell, Howell Cobb, W. R. 
W. Cobb, Colcock, Daniel, Dunham, Edithundson, Ewing, 
Featherston, Green, Hackett; Hamilton, Haminond, Haral- 
son, Harmasson, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, 
Hoagland, Holladay, Holmes, foward, Inge, Andrew. Jobn- 
son, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La Sère, Lefer, 
Job Mann, Mason, McClernand, McDowell, Robert M. 
McLane, MeMullen, McQueen, MeWillie, Meade, Miller, 
Millson, Morse, Orr, Parker, Phelps, Powell, Richardson, 
Robbins, Ross, Savage, Seddon, F. P. Stanton, Richard B. 
Stanton, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Venable, Wallace, 
Wellborn, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Woodward, and Young... 
For Mr. McClernand—Messts: Albertson, Bay, : Beale, 


move, Thomas L. Harris, MeLanahan,: Robinson, James 
Thompson, and Wiliam Thompson. $ 


Wentworth. 

For Mr. Julian—Measrs. Allen, Durkee, Giddings, 
ton King, Root, Tuck, and Wilmot. A : 

For Mr. Howell Cobb—Messrs. Boyd, Fuller, Gerry, Hall, 
Littlefield, Sawtelle, and Stetson. bot ges 

For Mr. Disney—Messrs. Bingham, Cartter. Gorman, Hib-. 
bard, Morris, Olds, Peaslee, Sweetser, and Wood. 

For Mr. Morehead—Messrs. Morton, Owen, 
Stephens, and Toombs. 

For Mr. Thaddeus Stevens—Messrs. Campbell, Crowell, 
and Howe. 

For Mr. Robinson—Messrs. Disney and Potter, 

For Mr. McLanahun—Mr. Strong. 

For Mr. Buker—Mr. Winthrop. 

For Mr. B. ©. Cabetl—Mr. Hilliard. 

For Mr. Outlaw—Mr. Clingman. 

For Mr. Robert M. MeLane—Mr. Buel. : 

For Mr. Ctingman—Mr. E. ©. Cabell. 

No choice. TETE 

The roll was then called the fifty-third times 
when the tellers reported that the whole number ` 
of votes given was 223; necessary to a choice 112; 
i| of which— : 
! Mr. Winthrop received ...-eeeseeere eee 97 
Boyd esaeas araen a E cea De ty 
McClernand... sses e cee veces ew eee ee ed | 
Potter .iccsceceececeeeerceesssen eel” . 
Disney .. ccc cccsesceesencrensaeeere gus 
Howell Cobb..eccecsereesererce cnn. 8 
Julian. ....ceec eens resio ere E 
Morehead... cose severe Sone ee HE 
Robinson vicesecescceecesssscvesse 3 
Robert M, McLane....+. «+ 
Thaddeus StevenS..sseercrersecteee 2 
Outlaw ....eceeeee 
E. C. Cabell... 
Baker....-seeseee 
A. H. Stephens... 20.6... esa eeere 


eek 


223 


The following is the vote in detail: 

For Mr. Winthrop—Messrs. Alexander, e 
son, Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, 
Breck, Briggs, Brouks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. 
P. Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, 
Clarke, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, 
Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Alexander Evans, Nathan 
Evans, Fowler, Freediey, Goodenow, Goit, Gould, GrinneH, 
il Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hous- 
ton, Hunter, Jackson, James L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. 
|| King, George G. King, James G. King, : Le 
il Horace Mann, Marshall, Matteson, McKissock, Finis E- 
li McLean, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Nelson,’ Nes, New- 
ell, Ogie, Otis, Outlaw, Phoenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, 


Aiston, Ander- 


Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, 
Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Silvester, 


Í 

H 

| Schenck; 4 
|| Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Tiiaddens, Stevens, ‘Taylor, 
|! John B. Thompson, Thurman, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vin- 
ton, Watkins, White, Williams, and Wilson. 

For Mr. Boyd—Messrs. Ashe, Averett, Bayly, Bocock, 

Bowdon, Burt, George A~ Caldwell, Howell Cobb, w. R. 
W. Cobb, Coicock., Daniel, Dunham, Edinundson, Ewing, 
Featherston, Haralson, Harmanson, Isham G. Harris, Samp- 
son W. Harris, Hoagland, Holladay, Holmes, Howard, Inge, 
Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, 
La Sere, Job Mann, Mason, MeCierand, McDowell, Me- 
Lanahan, Robert, M. McLane, MeMuitlen, McQueen, Me- 
Willie, Meade. Miller, Milson, Morse, Orr, Parker, Powell, 
Richardson, Robbins, Ross, Savage, Seddon, Frederick P. 
Stanton, R: H. Stanton, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Ven- 
able; Wallace, Welborn, Wiidrick, and Woodward. 
For Mr. McClernand—Messts: Albertson, Bay, Beale, 
Bissell, Bowlin, A. G. Brown, W. J. Brown, Dimmick, Gi 
more, Hamilton, Hammond; T. L.: Harris, Leffler, Phelps, 
Robinson, James Thompson, and Wiliam Thompson. 


Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, 


Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Debérry, Dickey, Dizon; Duer; © 


Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. King; John =. 


Nelson, Nes, Newell, Ogie, Otis, Phoenix, Pitman; Putnam,” — 


Bissell, Bowlin, Albert G. Brown, William. J. Brown, Gil-. - 


For Mr. Potter—Messrs. Booth, Joseph Cable, Cleveland, - 
Diminick, Doty; Fitch, Harlan, Peck, Walden, Waldo, and. 


Pres- 


Alexander We 


John A. King, Levin, ` 


* 


For Mr. Potter Messrs. Bingham, Booth, J: Cable, Cleve- 
land, Doty, Harlan; Peek; Walden, Waldo; and Wentworth. 

For My. H: Cobb--Messrs. Boyd, Fuller, Gerry, Green, 
Hall, Littlefield, Sawtelie; and Stetson. DA F 

Por. Mr. Disney--Mesere. Cariter, Gorman, Hibbard, Mor- 
ris, Olds, Peaslee, Sweetser, Whittlesey, and Wood. 

For Mr Julion—Messrs. Allen, Durkee, P. King, Root, 
Wilmot, ‘Tuck, and Giddings. d : 

Por. Mr. Morehead—Messrs.. Morton, Owen, A. H. Ste- 
phens, and Toombs: ` 2 

Fort: Mr: Robinson—Messrs. Disney, Potter, and Fitch. : 

For Mr: R. M: McLane-—-Messra. Buel-and Hackett. 

For Mr.T. Steveñs—Messrs: Campbell and Howe. 

For Mr. Qullaw— Mr. Clingman. -- d 

For Mr. E. U. Gabell—Mr. Hilliard, 

Por Mr. Baker--Mr. Winthrop. 

For Mr. 4..H. Stephens—Mr. E. C. Cabell. 

No choice. . 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

Mr. BAYLY “rose and said that he had risen 
for the purpose of making anannouncement, which 
he was suredit would be as pleasant for the House 
to hear.as it.was to him to make. Mr. B. then 
read the following statement: 


t After the personal controversy which unfortunately oc- ! 


entred on the floor of the House of Representatives, a few 
days since, between Mr. Duer, of New York, and Mr. 
Mane, of Virginia, as the friends of those gentlemen, we 
feet it to be dug alike to the body and to them to make a pub- 
lic -announcenient in‘relation thereto. From the correspond- 
ence which promptly ensued between those gentlemen, it 
was ascertained, that in applying to Mr, Meane the charge 
of being a disunionist, Mr, Duer meant to state notbing as 
matter of personal Knowledge, nor to impute anything op- 
probrious or personally offensive, but merely to express an 


inference he had drawn from a speech lately delivered by |: 


Mr. Meane, as to his political sentiments; that the reply of 
Mr. Meane was not intended to-impute to Mr. Duer a want 
of veracity, but only as a denial, in the most emphatic form, 
offthe fact charged; and that the retort of Mr. Duer, being 
induced by misconception, has been by him regretted and 
withdrawn. The resnit has been an adjustment on terms 
honorable and: satisfactory to both gentlemen, and the res- 
toration of their previous relations. 
` : «TH. H. BAYLY, 


“ On the part of Mr, Meude. 
“©, M. CONRAD, 
& On behalf of Mr. Duer.” 


{This announcement was followed by appiause.] | 


THE SPEAKERSHIP. yi 
Mr, SAVAGE sent to the Clerk’s table the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was read: 


Resolved, That if the Honse fail to elect a Speaker during 
the present day, it will, upon its meeting to-morrow, apply 
to its proceedings, as far as practicable, the principle embo- 
died in the 32th article of the Amendments to the Constitu- 


tion of the United States, prescribing the mode of clecting a |) 


President and Vice President. 
Resolve?, That the House will, upon the calling of the 


roll, east ite vote for Speaker; and if no person shall have a į 


majority of all the votes,ithen from the persons having the 
highest numbers, (not exceeding three in the list of those 
voted for,) the House shall proceed to choose its Speaker; 
and ifthe three persons on the last vote should be voted for, 
and neither of them should have a majority of all the votes, 
then the House shall choose its Speaker, by another vote, 
trom the two highest on the list. 

The resolution having been read — 

‘The question was taken on the adoption thereof, 
and decided in the negative without a division. 

So the resolution was rejected. : 

[Cries of “ Call the roll!—go on with the roll !”] 

Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, rose and 


said, that he supposed the members had shown to || 


their constituents (he was sure he had to his) that 
they had sat here so long as they could do any 
good. He therefore moved that the House ad- 
journ, 

And the. question was taken and decided in the 
negative without a division. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

[Cries of ** Call the roll!” 

The roll was then called a fifty-fourth time, when 
the tellers reported that the whole number of votes 
given in was 222; necessary to a choice 112; of 
which— i 

Mr. Winthrop received. sesesesss oroso. 97 

Boyde ccceescrcccescvevscceeseees SL 
McClernand. .cesecsccscrevcsceeces 23 
Cobb, of Georgia.....ssceeeeereoee Il 


POE tv's o.iSre ieie isad aaran e 
Disney.....-.-++- S 
Morehead.. 5 
Strongs.ssccccresscevsecnseeseees A 
Julians cess svete se sae we siete: E 
Robinson .cecc eae. iesise enan 3 
Stevens, of Pennsylvania........... 2 
Outlaw esist renere erreari eeecsee A 
McLane, of Maryland............. 1 
PANE ce ect ecce eh eceete cages 1 
DAT Casas ne es seek ves ae tures se eee ed 
Millets pees ssa aegis csdieseoeesece OL 
Melianahan ...2.cessereseerercees l 

222 


The following is the vote in detail: 

For Robert C. Winthrop—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, An- 
derson, Andrews, Ashinun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, 
Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas 
B. Butler, Joseph P. Catdweill, Calvin, Casey,’ Chandler, 
Clarke, Cole, Conger, Conrad; Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, 
Dickey, Dixon, Duer; Duncan, Alexander: Evans, Nathan 
Evans; Fowler, Freediey, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grin- 
nell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, 
Houston, Hunter, Jackson, James L. Johnson, Kerr, Dan- 
iel P. King, George G. King, James G. King, Jobu A. King, 
Levin, Horace Mann, Marshall 


nam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, 


Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, Williams, and. Wilson. 
Bowdon, Burt, George A. Caldwell, Howell Cobb, W. R. 


son, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La Sére, Mason, 
McClernand, McDowell, McLanahan, Robert M. McLane, 
McQueen, Meade, Millsou, Morse, Orr, Powell, Richard- 
sun, Robbins, Ross, Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard 


Weliborn, Wildriek, and Woodward. ` 
For Mr. McClernand—Messrs. Albertson, Bay, Beale, 
Bissell, Bowlin, A. G. Brown, W. J. Brown, Dimmick, 


Job Mann, Miller, Parker, Phelps, Robinson, James Thomp- 
son, Win. Thompson, Young, and ‘I. L. Harris. 


Jones, Littlefield, Mc Willie, Savage, Sawtelle, and Stetson 


For Mr. Potter—Messrs. Booth, Joseph Cable, Cleveland, |! 


Doty, Harlan, Walden, Waldo, and Peck. 

For Mr. Disney—Messrs. Cartter, Hibbard, Morris, Olds, 
Peazlee, Sweetser, Whittlesey, and Wood. 

For Mr. Morehead—Messrs, Hilliard, Morton, Owen, A. 
H. Stephens, and Toombs. 

For Mr. Strong—Messrs. Durkee, Root, Wentworth, and 
Bingham. 


For Mr. Robinson—Messrs. Disney, Fitch, and Potter. 
For Mr. Stevens--Messrs. Campbell and Howe. 

For Mr, McLane—Mr. Buel. 

For Mr Hilliard—Mr. is. C. Cabell. 

For Mr. Outlaw—Mr. Clingman. 

For Mr. Duer—Mr. Winthrop. 

For Mr. Mitler—Mr. McMullen. 

For Mr. MeLanahan—Mr, Strong. 


No choice. 

Mr. HOLMES moved that the House do now 
| adjourn. 

{Cries of * Go on with the roll!”] 


{i Boyd. .csceccesccsevees 


| Reynolds, Risley, Rovkwell, “Rose, 
i; Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Silvester, 


‘Fellers were demanded on the motion of Mr. 
Houmes, and were refused. 

Mr. HOLMES withdrew the motion. 
`- The roll was then called the fifty-fifth time, when 
; the tellers reported that the whole number of votes 
: given was 222; necessary to a choice 112; of 
| which— 
| Mr. Winthrop received.. ee... eseseesee e697 


| McClernand., 2... ce cee eee eee oe QO 
Strong... .oesecsscccecccesscsscessal& 
Cobb, of Georgia... 0. cscs ener ee eee 16 
Morehead... ..csscceccccccsceseveeee 5 
Disneys sececevrcccerscccsecsrsvces A 
SIAN Si oe tlic wiaiSeele eadsin esssS 
TL ards sees Sisk se sieve dares ano an 2 
Thaddeus Stevens.......ceseeescoee 2 
Robinson... cece es cececeencesccvcee 2 
OWA Wee's oie iteeia wees ows ce itaccneed L 
McLanahan.....ecesceccescsesesece L 


peN a : 222 
The following is the vote in detail: 

For Robert O. Winthyop—-Messrs. Alexander, Alston, An- 
derson, Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee,.Bowie, 
Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas 
B. Butler, Joseph P. Caldwell, Caivin, Casey, Chandler, 
Clarke, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, 
Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Alexander Evans, Nathan 
Evans, Fowler, Freediey, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, 
Halloway, Hampton; Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hous- 
ton, Hunter, Jackson, James L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. 
King, George G., King, James G. King, Jolin A. King, Levin, 
Horace Mann, Marshall, Matteson, MceKissock, Finis E, 
McLean, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Nelson, Nes, New- 
ell, Ogie, Otis, Outlaw, Phænix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, 
Rumsey, Saekett, 


Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, 


Join B. Thompson, Thurman, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vin- | 
| ton, Watkins, White, Williams; and Wilson Pye 


For Linn Boyd—Messrs, Ashe, Averett, Bayly, Bocock, 


: Bowdon, Burt, George A. Caldwell, Howell Cobb, W. R, 
, W. Cobb, Colesek, Daniel, 
H oston, Gorman, Hackett, Haralson, 
i Holmes, Howard, Inge, Robert W. 
i, Sére, Mason, McClernand, McDowell, McQueen, Meade 
i Millson, Morse, Orr, Powell, Richardson, > 
|! Seddon, F. P. Si 

| Thompson, Venable, Wallace, Welborn, 

t Woodward. 


Edmundson, Ewing, Feather- 
Harmanson, Holladay, 
Johnson, Kaufman, La 
Robbins, Rose 

anton, Richard i 4 
Wilddeck, and 


For John A. Me Ole) nand—~Me 


+ Albertson, Bay, Beale, 


i 
i 


i í Matteson,- McKissock, ; 
Finis E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Nelson, : 
Nes, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Phenix, Pitman, Put- | 


Sackett, Schenck, Sehermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Shepperd, i 
Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Thaddeus Stevens, : 
Taylor, John B. Thompson, Thurman, Underhill, Van || 

For Linn Boyi—Messrs. Ashe, Averett, Bayly, Bocock, j 
W. Cobb, Colcock, Daniel, Edmundson, Ewing, Feather- | 


ston, Hackett, Haralson, Harmanson, Isham G. Harris, S. | 
; W. Harris; Hoagland, Holladay, Holmes, Howard, A. John- | 


H. Stanton, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Venable, Wallace, | 


Dunham, Gilmore, Gorman, Hamilton, Hammond, Lether, || 


For My. Julian——Messrs. Allen, Giddings, P. King, and ; 
| Wilmot. 


Dec. 19, 


{| Bissell, Bowlin, A. G.. Brown, W. J. Brown, Dinimick, 

Danham, Gilmore, Gorman, Hammond, T. L. Harris, 
Leffler, Job Mann, Robert M. McLane, McMullen, Miller, 
| Parker, Phelps, Robinson, Savage, James Thompson, Win, 
Thompson, Whittlesey, and Young. 

For Mr. H. Cobb—Messrs. Boyd, Fuller, Gerry, Green, 
Hall, Hammond, Hibbard, A. Johnson, Jones, Littlefield, 
McLanahan, McWillie,; Peaslee, Sawtelle, Stetson, and 


it 


i 
| 
i 
} 
i 


i| Walden. 


: For Mr. Strong—Messrs. Bingham, Booth, Joseph Cable, 


i 
| Cartter, Cleveland, Doty, Durkee, Harlan, Hoagland, Mor- 


:į ris, Peck, Root, Waldo, Wentworth, Wilmot, and Tuck. 
For Mr. Morehead—Messrs. ‘Hilliard, Morton, Owen, A. 

H. Stephens, and Toombs. 

|| _ For Mr. Disney—Messrs. Buel, Fitch, Sweetser, and 
Wood... 

iio For Mr. Julion—Messrs. Allen, Giddings, and P. King. 

For Mr. Hilliard—Messrs. EB. ©. Cabell and Winthrop. - 

|i For Mr. T. Stevens—Messrs. Campbell and Howe, 

i; For Mr. Robinson—Messrs, Disney and Potter. 

it For Mr. Outlaw—Mr. Clingman. 

iy 


For Mr. McLanahan—Mr. Strong. 
No choice. 


|| So the House adjourned until to-morrow, at 
twelve o'clock. 


H IN SENATE. 


For Mr. Cobb—Messrs. Boyd, Fuller, Gerry, Green, Hall, i Wepvespar, December 19, 1849. 


The Journal of yesterday having been read— 
; Mr. WALKER sent to the Chair the following. 
i} resolution: 


i| 


| Resolved, That the Rev. Teeosaty Matnuew be allowed 
' a seat within the bar of the United States Senate during the 
i| period of his sojourn in Washington. $ 
| The resolution having been read— 
| Mr, BERRIEN. Let it lie over for one day. 
it Mr. WALKER. I will remark, for the infor- 
': mation of the honorable Senator from Georgia that 
i a resolution precisely similar to the one I have 
: offered has been adopted by the House of Repre- 
ii sentatives, and it was adopted unanimously, I be- 
li lieve, extending to the reverend gentleman the 
privilege of being received within the bar. - ‘ 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. Is the objection 
| withdrawn? , 
Mr. BERRIEN. Incommon with several other 
: Senators, upon a hasty consideration, I was in- 
clined to object to the immediate adoption of the 
i; resolution; but as the gentleman seems to be so- 
:, licitous that it should pass, E will acquiesce. The 
| Senator will remember that the House is not yet 
'| organized, and consequently not in a condition to 
adopt any resolution. 
|| Objection being made by Mr. CLEMENS, the 
i farther consideration of the resolution was post- 
i: poned until to-morrow. l 


APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. MANGUM then moved that the Senate 
: proceed to the execution of the residue of the order 
; upon which they were yesterday engaged, viz: the 
appointment of the standing committees. 

i ‘The motion was agreed to. 

' Mr. MANGUM. I have been informeéd, and 
‘| have been requested to state to the Senate, that 
` ballotings will not’ be required except for three 
:; committees, viz: the Judiciary Committee, the 
: Committee on Territories, and the Committee on 
the District of Columbia; the other committees 
: may be appointed on motion, with the concurrence 
: of the Senate. I will observe, before proceeding 
| to ballot for the members of the different commit- 
| tees, that T have been requested by the Senator 
from New York, who sits before me, to say that 
|, hedesires to be excused from serving upon any 
| committee for the present, but that he will be ready 
| to discharge any duty that may be imposed on him 
i: after the lapse of a few weeks. 

ii I will move, as I have been instructed to do, 
that the members of the Committee on Foreign 
Relations be now appointed—-the chairman having 
i; been already selected by the Senate. 

: Mr. SEWARD. [tis due to the Senate, and 
_ especially to Senators on this side, with whom | 
; am politically associated, that I should express my 
|, confirmation of the statement that has been made 
:| by the distinguished Senator from North Caro- 
| lina. A request was preferred by me, and I believe 
| it was generally acquiesced in, that I should be 
i: excused from serving upon any of the committees. 


i 


© It would be exceedingly satisfactory to myself to 
P Stanton, Thdmas, Jacob | Ey acor y 


be exempted from such service for a brief’ period, 
and in the conversations that I have had with 


‘| Senators, I have been induced to believe that this 


THE CONGR 


favor may be granted me. The service that I owe H 
to my constituents, as well as the duty that wili || 
nerensarily devolve upon me as a member of this || 
body, wil ! 


occupy my time and attention. fully. 
ready and willing to take upon myself any labor |} 


mark, however, that I cordially concur: with the | 
nominations that have been made for the com- |; 
mittees, and I cheerfully give my assent’ to the |! 
motion about to be proposed by the Senator from | 
North Carolina. i 

Mr. MANGUM. 1 now move, sir, that the : | 
Committee on Foreign Relations consist of, in |; 
addition to the chairman appointed yesterday, |; 
Messrs. Foote, Webster, Benton, and Mangum. |: 
. The VICE PRESIDENT having put the ques- | 
tion to the Senate, it was adopted. | 

Mr. MANGUM. I move that the Committee |: 
on Finance be filled by the following named Sen- |; 


Pearce; which motion.was agreed to. 
Mr. MANGUM. I move that the names of ;, 
Commerce, viz: Messrs. Soulé, Davis of Masaa- ‘i 
_ chusetts, Dodge of Wisconsin, and Bell; which ;: 
motion was agreed lo. ‘| 
Mr. MANGUM.. I move that the Committee ; 
on Manufactures consist of the following named | 
Senators, viz: Messrs. Butler, Clarke, Jones, and || 
Upham; which motion was agreed to. f 
Mr. MANGUM moved that the Committee on 
are consist of Messrs. Turney, Spruance, ` 
alker, and Corwin; which motion was agreed `i 


to. 

Mr. MANGUM moved that the Committee on || 
Military Affairs consist of Messrs. Borland, `i 
Greene, Shields, and Dawson; which motion was ;! 
agreed to. : i 

_ “Mr. MANGUM moved that the Committee on i 
the Militia consist of Messrs. Dodge of Wiscon- : 
sin, Morton, Clemens, and Spruance; which mo- = 
tion was agreed to. i 

Mr. MANGUM moved that the Committee on 
Naval Affairs consist of Messrs. Mason, Badger, 
Bright, and Miller ; which motion was agreed to. | 

Mr. MANGUM moved that the Committee on i! 
Public Lands consist of Messrs. Borland, Cor- : 


- Mr, MANGUM. 


the Judiciary; which motion was agreed tos ==; 


| i| Mr. MANGUM. Iam instracted to name 
It is unnecessary for me to say that I shall be | Messrs. Downs, BERRIEN, Brapsury, and Day- 
TON, as members of the committee, to stand in the 

that may hereafter be allotted to me. I will re- || order in which they are named. : 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Se 


to pee their-ballots. 


he ballots having been counted, there appeared : 


For Mr. Downs, of. Louisiana...........43 
For Mr. Brapsury, of Maine..........-42 
For Mr. Dayton, of New Jersey.........41 
For Mr. Berrien, of Georgia... essees. 039 


For Mr. 


Cuase, Of Ohi0...ssecceeese eee 2 


For Mr. Cooper, of Pennsylvania....... 2 
For Mr. Davis, of Massachusetts... ese. 2 
For Mr. Suiexps, of Illinois.........6056 2 


For Mr. Sewarp, of New York....... 
} Messrs. Downs, Berrisn, Brappury,and Day- 
ators, viz: Messrs. Hunter, Phelps, Douglas, and | TON, were duly elected membérs of the Gommittee 
li on the Judiciary. 
ANG L Mr. MANGUM then said he was instructed to 
the following Senators compose the Committee on |: name as members of the Committee on Territories | 


Messrs. Butter, Unperwoop, Housron, and || 
Cooren. i 
The Senate proceeded to ballot, when there ap- 

peared— 
For Mr. Housron, of Texas. esses. es 00 037 
For Mr. Unnerwoon, of Kentucky... -. -35 
For Mr. Cooper, of Pennsylvania. .......35 
For Mr. Burer, of South Carolina..... 34 
For Mr. CHase, of OHIO... sp cece cece wees 3 
For Mr. Turner, of Tennessee........-. 3 
For Mr. Batpwin, of Connecticut........ 2 
For Mr. Doves, of Wisconsin.......- sare 2 
For Mr. Hare, of New Hampshire...... 2 
For Mr. UPHAM, of Vermont.........06- 2 
For Mr. Bapcer, of North Carolina...... 1 


For Mr. Dawson, of Georgia.......0- 
For Mr. Dickinson, of New York.....6- 


woe 1 


coe l 
1 


For Mr. Cass, of Michigan...........+. 1 


Messrs. BurLer, Uxperwoop, Housron, and 
ii Cooper, were declared duly elected members of the |; 
i: Committee on the Territories. 

Mr. MANGUM then moved that the Senate | 
proceed to ballot for members of the Committee | 


Í on the District of Columbia; which motion having |: 


win, Shields, and Smith; which motion was ' peen agreed to— 


agreed to. 

Mr. MANGUM 
Private Land Claims consist of Messrs. Whit- i; 
comb, Davis of Massachusetts, Clemens, and |; 
Badger; which motion was agreed to. fa 

Mr. MANGUM moved that the Committee on | 
Indian Affairs consist of Messrs. Sebastian, Bell, ': 
Rusk, and Wales; which motion was agreed to. || 

Mr. MANGUM moved that the Committee on '! 

. the Post Office and Post Roads consist of Messrs. | 
Biight, Upham, Soulé, and Morton; which motion |: 
was agreed to. i 

Mr. MANGUM moved that the Committee on! 
the Public Buildings consist of Messrs. Davis of |) 
Mississippi and Clarke; which motion was agreed |; 


moved that the Committee on !! 


| 
to. 
Mr. MANGUM moved that the Committee to i 
audit and control the Contingent Expenses of the | 
Senate consist of Messrs. Walker and Baldwin; i 
which motion was agreed to. H 
Mr. MANGUM moved that the Committee on || 
Roads and Canals consist of Messrs. Atchison, 
Greene, Foote, and Spruance; whieh motion was, ii 
agreed to. ; i 
Mr. MANGUM moved that the Committee on , 
Pensions consist of Messrs. Jones, Phelps, Stew- 
art, and Dayton; which motion was agreed to. i 
Mr. MANGUM moved that the Committee on | 
Patents and the Patent Office consist of Messrs. 
Norris, Wales, Whitcomb, and Dawson; which 
motion was agreed to. , 
Mr. MANGUM moved that the Committee on 
Retrenchment consist of Messrs. Houston, Man- 
gum, Felch, and Clarke; which motion was agreed 


0. 

Mr. MANGUM moved that the Committee on 
the Library consist of Messrs. Mason, and Davis 
of Mississippi; which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MANGUM moved that the Committee on 
Enrolled Bills be filled with the name of Mr. Bav- 
oer; and that the Committee on Engrossed Bills 
be filled with the names. of Messrs, Corwin and 
Sepastian; and that the Committee on Printing be | 
filled with the names of Messrs. HAMLIN and 
Surra; all which several motions were agreed to. 


ti 


. Mr. M. said he would name, ir accordance with || 
| the general understanding, Messrs, YoLze, MiL- || 


LER, SHIELDS, and BERRIEN. . 


The Senate then proceeded to ballot, when there 


appeared— . 

For Mr. SaieLDs, of [llinois.....+++++++-43 
For Mr. Berrien, of Georgia....--..+-- 42 
For Mr. MILLER, of New Jersey. ... es.. 4} 
For Mr. Yours, of Florida........0-+0+ 39 
For Mr. Corwiy, of Ohio.......- abso 010" 
For Mr. Hamuin, of Maine.......-06- eee 
For Mr. Norris, of New Hampshire....- 2 
For Mr. Crass, of Ohio......--.-eee ees 1 
For Mr. Cooper, of Pennsylvania........ 1 
For Mr. Donen, of Iowa.......,.0000 xa i 
For Mr. Downs, of Louisiana. .......... 1 
For Mr. Hare, of New Hampshire. ..... 1 
For Mr. Houston, of Texas......+20+0+ 


Messrs. YuLer, Mitier, Suierps, and Ber- 
RIEN, were declared duly elected members of the 
ii Committee on the District of Columbia. 
| The Vice Presipexr, in calling the names, gave 
precedence in order to those having the highest || 
number of votes, which he was understood to say |; 


‘| was in accordance with the rules of the Senate. 
’ Mr. MANGUM said that the general under- ; 
standing was that the names should be placed in |; 
i the order in which he had read them, and as they 
U were recorded on the paper sent to the Chair; but 

if it infringed any rule, it could be obviated by |i 
“moving that they be placed on the Journal and | 
i printed, as they had been registered on the list; 
: and he would make that motion. 
| Mr. BERRIEN did not deem it necessary to g0 |! 
. through the formality of passing a resolution on 
$ the subject; as it was the general understanding of | 
| Senators, it could be effecied by common consent. 
Mr. MANGUM withdrew his motion, and it |; 
‘ʻi was arranged by common consent that the names 
< should stand in the order of the paper sent to the 
l Vice President’s chair. 

The following is a complete list of the standing |, 
committees of the Serate, as they were, severally |; 
|, balloted for and appointed: ; 


A I now move that the Senate: | 
proceed to ballot for members of the committee on 


nators will please 


On- Foreign 
Webster, Benton, and Mangum... 
‘On Finance—Messrs. Dickinson, 
Douglas,and Pearce. 0 aia 
“On ‘Commerce—Mensrs. 


‘Relations—Messrs. King, Foote, 


Hamlin, Soul 
| of Massachusetts, Dodge of Wisconsin, a 
| On Manufactures—Messrs. Sebastian, Butler, 
' Clarke, Jones, and Upham... 000) O 
On Agriculture—Measrs. Sturgeon, ‘Turney; 
Spruance, Walker, and Corwin. O Soet 
< On Military Affatrs—Messrs. Davis of. Missis- 
sippi, Borland, Greene, Shields, and: Dawson: i= 
1} On the Militia—Messrs. Houston, Dodge’ ‘of 
Wisconsin, Morton, Clemens, and Spruance/ 
|) On. Naval Affairs—Messrs. Yulee; “Mason, 
| Badger, Bright, and Miller. ; 
| - On Public Lands—Messrs. Felch, Borland, Cor- 
: win, Shields, and Smith. wets 
i On Private Land Claims—Messrs. Downs, Whit- 
comb, Davis of Massachusetts, Clemens, and 
Badger. : 
On Indian Affairs—-Mesers. Atchison, Sebastian, 
Bell, Rusk, and Wales. . E 
Of Claims—Messrs. Norris, Whitcomb, Under- 
wood, Stewart, and Baldwin. - fe eee 
|. On Revolutionary Claims—Meesrs. Walker, Nor- 
. ris, Upham, Dodge of Iowa, and Cooper. : 
i Onthe Judiciary—Messrs. Butler,’ Downs, Ber- 
i rien; Bradbury, and Dayton... 2 ete C 
On the Post Office and Post Roads—Messts, Rusk, 
|| Bright, Upham, Soulé; and Morton. 0-0. 0% 
L On Territories-Messrs. ‘Douglas,’ Butler, Un- 


| derwood, Houston, and Cooper... 0g: 
| On Public Buildings—Messrs. Hunter, Davis’ 
|| Mississippi, and Clarke. -< oe ies 
i To Audit and Control the Contingent Expenses of 
| the Senafe—Messrs. Dodge of Towa, Walker, and ` 
| Baldwin. 

li On Roads and Canals—Measrs. Bright, Atchison, 
‘| Greene, Foote, and Spruance. 

|| On Pensions—Messrs. King, Jones, Phelps, 
|i Stewart, and Dayton. f $ 

i On the District of Columbia—Messrs. Mason, 
‘| Yulee, Miller, Shields, and Berrien. ots 

(| On Patents and the Patent Ofice—Messrs. Tur- 
iney, Norris, Wales, Whitcomb, and Dawson. 

| On Retrenchment——Messrs. Bradbury, Houston, 
: Mangum, Felch, and Clarke. 

: On the Library~Messrs. Pearce, Mason, and 
Í Davis of Mississippi. 2 
On Enrolled Bills—Mesers. Rusk and Badger. 

|! On Engrossed Bills—Messrs. Jones, Corwin, 
; and Sebastian. l AA 

| On Printing—Messrs. Borland, Hamlin, ‘and 
Smith. ae a 

| Mr. MANGUM. As we have now succeeded 
| in filling up all the committees, in ‘the absence of 
| the chairman of the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
|i tions, I move that the Senate proceed ‘to the con- 
|!| sideration of executive business. : 

|| The motion having been agreed to, the Vice 


i 

i} Presient ordered the galleries to.be cleared, and, 

| after a short time spent in executive session, the 

|, doors were reopened, : gi 
And the Senate adjourned. 


| HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
| WEDNESDAY, December 19, 1849. 


t 
The House was called to order at twelve o’clock 

by Tuomas J. CAMPBELL, Esq. 

| “The Clerk was proceeding to read the Jour- 

|! nal 


REV. THEOBALD MATHEW. 


| -Mr. BAKER rose and said, that he held-in his 
| hand a resolution which he desired toi ofer; and 
i which, he was sure, would receive the unanimous 
assent of this House. He would-sénd.it to the 
Clerk's table to be read. i piy 

The resolution was then read by the Clerk in 
the following words: : 


Resolved, That the Rev. Father Matuew be respect- 
fully invited to take a seat upon the floor of this House: 

Mr. GIDDINGS asked thatthe resolution might 
(| be again read; and the resolution having been.read 
accordingly — : ; 

The question thereon was taken and decided in 
the affirmative. : 

So the resolution was adopted. 

The Doorkeeper of the late House of Repre- 
sentatives, Rorert E, Horner, Esq., was directed 
to see the order of the House executed. 

Thereupon, the Rey. THeopatp Maruaw was 
„ii conducted to a seat within the bar. 


| 
| 


| 
| 
i 
i 
i 
i 
| 


46 


% 


* 


Dec. 19, 


` PRAYERS. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, said that he 
Beld:in his hand a resolution which he desired to | 
have read for information. . He would send it to 
the Clerk’s table... 

And the resolution was read by the Clerk in the 

following. words: : 
_ Resolved, That the Ministers of the Gospel belonging to 
the different denominations be, and they are hereby, invited 
eo attend and open the proceedings of the House, while in a 
disorganized state, with sixeaxe prayer.to the Giver of all 
good for a speedy and satisfactory organization, and a dis- 
patch of the public business. 

Mr. HILLIARD moved to strike out the word 
“disorganized,” and insert in lieu of it, the word 
€ unorganized.” 

Mr. JOHNSON said, he had no objection so to 
modify the resolution as to meet the suggestion of 
the gentleman from Alabama, (Mr. Hivurarp.] 

Mr. VINTON moved that the resolution be laid 
on the table. 

Mr. STANLY called for the reading of the res- 
olution, and it was again read. 

Mr. CARTTER desired to be informed whether 
it was the intention of the mover of the resolution | 
{Mr. Jownson] that all these ministers should of- 
ficiate at once. 

` Mr. JOHNSON said, that such was not the 
intention of the resolution, 


Ohio, (Mr. Cartrer}; for he (Mr. J.) had no doubt 
that. the prayers of all, and more than all, these | 


ministers combined, would be insufficient to atone į 


for the sins which had been committed by this 
House since the day on which it first assembled 
here. 

Mr. VINTON said that he had moved that the 
resolution be laid on the table, not because he was 
unwilling that. prayer should be made in this 
House, Bat because he was opposed to the speci- 
fications in the resolution. If everything were 
stricken from it which related to disorganization, 
and the resolution should be confined exclusively 
to an invitation to the clergy to officiate, he would 
have no objection to its adoption. 


Mr. HOUSTON requested the gentleman from || 


Ohio [Mr. Vinton] to withdraw his motion, to 
enable him (Mr. H.) to offer an amendment. 

Mr. VINTON assented. 

So the motion to lay the resolution on the table 
was withdrawn. 

Mr. HOUSTON then moved to amend the reso- 
lution by striking out all that portion which in. 


volved specification; thus merely providing that !! 


the clergy should be invited to make daily prayer. 

Mr. HARRIS, of illinois, moved. that the reso- 
lution be laid on the table. 

The question was then taken, and decidedfin the 
affirmative without a division. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

{Cries of ‘Call the roll !”—*‘Read the Journal!” 
—“the Journal has not been read !”’] 

The Crerk thenread the Journal of yesterday, | 
and it was approved. 

DEBATE. | 

Mr. PECK rose and said that he held in his 
hand a resolution, which he proposed to offer to 
the consideration of the House, and which he de- 
sired might be read for information. 

The resolution was read in the following words: 

Whereas, the House on the Hth instant passed a resolu- 
tion “ that this House proceed to the election of Speaker, 
and continue its efforts to effect such an election, without | 
debate from auy member of this House, until an election is 
effected’? There ore, 

Resolved, That said resolution be, and the same is hereby, 
go far modified, that any resolution or motion, looking to an | 
organization of the House, shall be in order and open to de- 
bate; but the debate shall be confined to the subject-matter | 
of such resolution or motion. 

Mr. PECK said that he desired to say a very 
few words in explanation. From the discussion | 
which had taken place in this House yesterday | 
morning, it was very evident that a difference of | 
opinion existed among the members of this House | 
as to the construction to be given to the resolution į 
which had been adopted on the 14th instant, pro- | 
hibiting debate. There were many gentlemen who | 
insisted that, under a proper construction of the | 
resolution, any resolution might be intgoduced, ; 
but that it must be acted upon without discussion. | 


There was, however, |: 
something in the suggestion of the gentleman from |. 


If gentlemen were correct In this construction, the | 


most important proposiuons, involving the consti- 


s $ > m F 
tutional powers of this House might be introduced, |i 
t 


and members be compelled to vote upon them with- |! 


ji 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


out assigning any reason for their votes. 
was the fair construction of the resolution, then he 
insisted that it ought to be modified. For one, he 
was not willing, when resolutions were introduced 
into this House involving high constitutional ques- 


tions, that he should be compelled to give his vote 


in silence, without-being permitted to assign the 
reasons which might control it. 

Other gentlemen there were, who insisted that 
under the resolution of the 14th instant, no reso- 
lutions of any kind .weré admissible. For the 
purpose of getting at the precise state of the case, 
and of preventing a renéwal of the discussion 
which had taken place yesterday, he submitted to 
the judgment of the House the propriety of modi- 
fying the. resolution in the manner contemplated 
by the resolution he had offered. 

Mr. KAUFMAN rose, he said, to suggest to 
the gentleman from Vermont, [Mr, Pgcx,] so to 
modity his resolution as to provide that the pre- 


vious question, as it existed under the rules of the j 


last House of Representatives, should be enforced 
now. If this modification should not be adopted, 
the consequence would be that interminable debate 
would arise, and the House never could be organ- 
ized. If the gentleman from Vermont would as- 
sent to this modification, he (Mr. K.) would vote 
for the resolution. 

Mr. PECK said he had no objection to accept 
the amendment of the gentleman from Texas, 
{Mr. Kaurman,] aa a modification of his resolu- 
on. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, said that he was 
one of the few members who thought that there 


was a great deal too much talk in this House. He | 


was not in favor of protracted and interminable de- 
bate. In his judgment, the sooner the House could 
be organized the better. There would be as much 
time for discussion upon constitutional and other 
questions after the organization of the House, as 
would be either necessary or desirable. With a 
view to prevent the consumption of further time, 


he would move that the resolution be laid upon | 


the table. 

The reading of the resolution was called for, and 
it was again read. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, said that he held 
in his hand an amendment which he intended to 
offer to the resolution of the gentleman from Ver- 
mont, [Mr. Pecx,] if the House should decide that 
the resolution should not be laid upon the table. 
He hoped that it would not be so disposed of; but 
that a vote might be taken which would determine 


the sense of the House whether debate should be į 


allowed, or whether the members of the House 
should be compelled to vote in ignorance and in 


silence upon every proposition that might be | 


offered. 

Mr. J. then read his amendment, which was in 
the following words: 

Resolved, Thatthe resolution of the House which restricts 


| and cuts off debate, shall be and is hereby rescinded. 


Mr. EVANS insisted on his motion that the 


| resolution be laid upon the table. 

Mr. KAUFMAN said, that as the gentleman | 
from Vermont [Mr. Peck] had accepted his |: 
amendment as a modification of the resolution, he i; 
had put it in the form of a proviso, and would | 


now send it to the Clerk’s table to be read. 


The modification was then read by the Clerk, | 


as follows: i 
Provided, ‘That the previous question, as it existed by the 


rales of the House of Representatives at the close of thei 
; last session of Congress, is adopted as a rule of this House. 


The question ow the motion of Mr. Evans was 


then taken, and decided in the affirmative without | 


a division. i 
So the resolution was laid on the table, 


[Cries of * Call the roll! “Goon with the | 


vote”? 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, rose and offered |; 


the resolution of which he gave notice above. 
The resolution having been read— 


Mr. JOHNSON asked the yeas and nays on its | 


adoption. 


on the table. 

Mr. JOHNSON asked the yeas and nays on 
that motion, which were refused. 

And the question, ‘ Shali this resolution be laid 
on the table??? was then taken, and decided in the 


|. affirmative without a division. 


So the resolution was laid on the table. 
[Cries : “ Call the roll !”] 


If such || 


THE SPEAKERSHIP. 


The House then again proceeded to. vote viva 
voce for the election of Speaker. k 

Messrs. Harris of Alabama, Henry, Gor- 
MAN, and NEWELL, resumed their seats at. the 
Clerk’s table as tellers to count the vote. f 
. The roll was then called the fifty-sixth time, 
when the tellers reported that the whole number 
| of votes given was 224; necessary to a choice 113; 
of which— 4 


Mr. Winthrop received.........0.e000. 84 
.. 37 


BOY ovis seis veceses 310 roiie tiaia 
McClernand..... eres i 
Strong....... es... 17 
Cobb, of Georgia... ....-eecdeeeees 15 
King, of New Jersey...sesesseveee 
JUS Oye dx car eas Geek ues 
McDowell........ 
Morchead........ 
Baker ins cc ecee eee eb sw see Ea 
Contrade issena irea a5 wie aS a 
Stevens, of Pennsylvania........ 
Bissell os. sacos 6:0 cere sce vee wane ye 
Hillisidi sereoo goastg ieee sra EE 
Cabell, of Florida... ..ceccceceveecs 
Robinson... 

j Clingman. 
| La Sere... 
Wilmot.......08. 
j Joho A. Kings... 
Í E E R A oaeee’s 
Stanly... cee eee cece ee eres 
MeGaughey....... cece eee es eneee 


pmi fared eed fee Fred fe feel free end bed QD DOD AD OD sD Reo Or 


224 
The following is*the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Winthrop—Messrs. Alston, Anderson, Ashmun, 
Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Burrows, 
Chester Buter, Thomas B. Butler, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, 
Clarke, Cole, Couger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, 
Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Dnnean, Alexander Evans, Nathan 
Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Gaodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, 
Halloway, flampton, Hay, *Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hots- 
ton, Hunter, Jackson, James L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. 
King, George G. King, James G. King, John A. King, Horace . 
Mann, Marshall, Matteson, MeKissoek, Finis E. McLean, 
Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Neison, Nes, Newell, Ogle, 
Otis, Phoenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Risley, Rockwell, 
Rose, Sehenek, Scerhmerhorn, Shepperd, Spauldiyg, 
Sprague, Stanly, ‘Whaddeus Stevens, Taylor, John B. 
‘Thompson, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, 
and Williams. t 

For Mr. Boyd—Messrs. Bayly, Bocock, Bowdon, Burt, G. 
A. Caldweh, Howell Cobb, W. R, W, Cobb, Colcock, Dan- 
iel, Featherston, Hackett, Haralson, Harmanson, Ishum G. 
Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Uolladay, Hohnes, Howard, 
Robert W. Johuson, La Sére, Mason, McDowell, McQueen, 
Meade, Millson, Morse, Orr, Powell, Russ, Seddon, Fred- 
erick F. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Thomas, Venable, 
Wallace, Welborn, and Woodward. 

For Mr. McClernand—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Bay, 
| Beale, Bissell, Bowlin, Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown, 

Buel, Joseph Cable, Dunham, Fitch, Gilmore, Gorman, 
| Hamilton, Thomas L. Harris, Kaufman, Lefer, Job Mann, 
MeLanahan, Robert M. McLane, MeMutien, Miller, Olds, 
|| Parker, Phelps, Potter, Robbins, Robinson, Savage, Sweet- 
sn James Thompson, Wiliam Thompson, Whittlesey, and 

oung. 

For Mr. Sitrong—Messrs. Bingham, Booth, Cartier, Cleve- 
i land, Dimmick, Doty, Durkee, Harlan, Hoagland, Morris, 
Peck, Root, Walden, Waldo, Wildrick, Wilmot, and Wood, 

For Mr. Howell, Cohbbh—Messrs. Averett, Boyd, Ewing, 
Fuller, Gerry, Green, Hall, Hammond, Audrew Jobnson, 
| Joues, Littlefield, Me Willie, Sawtelle, Stetson, and Jacob 
i Thompson. 

For Mr. James G. King—Messrs. Alexander, Reynolds, 
Rumsey, Schoolcraft, and Thurman. 

For Mr. Julian—Messrs. Allen, Giddings, Preston King, 
and ‘Tuck. 

For Mr. McDowell—Messrs. Edmundson, Hibbard, Peas- 
lee, and Strong. 

For Mr. Morehead—Messrs. Morton, Owen, Alexander 
| H. Stephens, and Toombs. 

; For Mr. Baker—Messrs. Brooks, Sackett, and Wilson. 
For Mr. Ounrad——Messrs. Joseph P. Caldwell and Outlaw. 
For Mr. Thaddeus S:evens—Messrs. Campbell and Howe, 
For Mr. Bisseil—Messrs. Richardson and Wentworth. 
For Mr. Hillizrd—Mc. E. C. Cabell. 
For Mr. E. 0. Cabell—Mr. Clingman. 
For Mr. Robinson—Mr. Disney. 
For Mr. Clingman—Mr. Hilliard. 
For Mr. La Sére—Mr. Inge. 
For Mr. Wilmot—Mr. Julian. 
For Mr. John A. King—Mr. Levin. 
For Mr. Milier—Mr. McClernand. 

‘or Mr. Stanly—Mir. Silvester, 
For Mr. McGaughey— Mr. Winthrop, 


No choice. 


. Mr. McMULLEN rose and said that he held 
in his hand a resolution which he desired to offer 


The resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the delegates, respectively, from the sev- 


1849. 


eral States in this House he, and they are hereby. author- ff 


ized and directed to appoint a'committee, to consist of one 
member from each delegation, to concert and report suit- 
abie measures for the speedy organization of this House. 


Mr. MeM. continued. The members had now 
been engaged for a period of fifteen days in efforts, 
hitherto fruitless, to effect an organization of this 
House. He had not risen with any intention to 
attempt to encroach upon the rule which had been 
adopted by the House prohibiting debate. He 
had no desire to make a speech. ‘The resolution 
would explain itself. But he would ask the House 
to indulge him with the yeas and. nays upon its 
adoption. lt seemed to him that if gentlemen on 
on either side of the House desired 

Mr. INGE interposed, and said that the regular 
business of the House was continually embar- 
rassed by propositions of various kinds. He now 
rose to the question of order which had been sub- 
mitted yeaterday by the gentleman from Georgia, 
(Mr. Toomss.] The introduction of these resolu- 
tions—— 

Mr. McMULLEN (addressing the Clerk) said 
he believed he (Mr. McM.) was entitled to the 

oor, 

The Crerx said the gentleman from Alabama 


[Mr. Ince] had risen to,a point of order, and was | 


entided to the floor whilst he made it. 


Mr. INGE said he submitted this question of; 


order: that, under the resolution of the House, 


adopted on the 14th instant, excluding debate, res- | 


olutions were notin order. He made the point of 
order, and he asked that it be submitted to the de- 
cision of the House. K 

The CLERK. 
(Mr. MeMuLren] submitted a resolution, and was 


proceeding to make remarks. The gentleman from |; 


Alabama [Mr. Ixee] called the gentleman from 


Virginia to order, upon the ground that under the | 


resolution of the House excluding debate, the re- 


solution of the gentleman could not be intro- . 


duced. 
Mr. McMULLEN. The gentleman from Ala- 


bama (Mr. ince] makes the point of order on the , 


reception of ihe resolution 

Mr. INGE, (interposing.) 
is, that the resolution of the 
bate, and excludes resolutions also. 

Mr. McMULLEN. 
that 1 did not desire to debate the resolution which 
l offered. As the point of order has been raised, 


My point of order 


I have no objection that it shall be put to the ; 
House. I hope, however, that a vote will be | 


taken on my proposition. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, addressed an : 


inquiry to Mr. McMotten, to which 
Mr. McMULLEN replied, that the committee 


was to consist of gne member from each State, and | 
that tbe delegation from each State should select | 


the gentleman. 


Mr. VINTON was understood to inquire of the : 
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. MeMutten] which | 


of the two parties, under the arrangement proposed 
in this resolution, would have the majority on the 
committee. 

Mr. McMULLEN said he had not counted 
noses, and could not, therefore, answer the ques- 


tion, Perhaps the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vin- | 


Ton] had counted. 

Mr, INGE (imperfectly heard) was understood 
to say, that he had no Objection that gentlemen 
should enter into a discussion upon every resolu- 
tion if they thought proper; but if this were to be 
so, the resolution of the 14th instant 
be rescinded. 

Mr. LEVIN expresse 
of order raised by the gentleman from Alabama 
{Mr. Ince] would be sustained by the House. 
He (Mr. L.) felt sure that every effort to introduce 
aubstitute propositions 
back the organization of the House. t 
him that if gentlemen would consent to remain 
here and vote, and té do nothing else but vote, the 
House would certainly be organized before the 
expiration of the week. Every effort to substitute 
any other course of proceeding, in his opinion, 
only tended to make the final result still more dis- 
tant. 

Mr. STANTON was understood t 
that the House could get along quite as we 
discussing. these propositions, 
voting day after day, when it was known that 
neither party could elect a Speaker. it was per- 
fectly idle to sit in their places, as they had done 


jt seemed to 


o suggest, 


The gentleman from Virginia ‘| 


House excludes de- : 


J said, when I first rose, | 


should first | 


d the hope that the point | 


did but retard and throw | 


ll by : 
as by sitting here | 


for nearly fifteen days, when there was no pros- 
pect of arriving at any possible result: -<o 

Mr. INGE said, that he had no objection that | 
the*resolution prohibiting debate. should be re- 
scinded. Let the House, if itthought proper, take 
that course. But so long as the resolution re- 
mained unrescinded, he should insist upon its 
application. 


The Crerx said, that the first question before 
the House was on the point of order of the gen- 
tieman from Alabama, (Mr. Ince.] 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, called for a division 
of the question. -> | 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, moved- 
that the whole subject be laid on the table. : 

And the question on that motion was taken, and | 
decided in the affirmative without a division. 

So the whole subject was jaid on the table. 

(Cries of ‘ Now call the roli!’?} 

Mr. BOWDON moved that the resolution of the 


į 


f a Speaker shall have been elected, be rescinded. 
‘| Me. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, moved | 
hat that motion be laid on the table. 


i 
i . H 
| having been read— 


The Crerz stated the question to be on rescind- 


| ing the same. 


ii land and RicHarpson.) 

| The question, ‘Shall the motion be laid on the 
| table 2?? was then taken, and decided in the affirm- 
'! ative without a division. 

: So the motion was laid on the table. 

‘| (Cries: ** Go on with the roll!?] 

, The roll was called for the fifty-seventh time, | 
‘ when the tellers reported that the whole number | 


+ 112; of which— è 
Mr. Winthrop received... sse eres eeee ae 88 
McClernand. ...scecvereccecc cee ee 040 
Boyd. .cccccceecoeacereceescece ceed 
SUrONg.. cee c eee cceceeees cn ecee ee dT 
Cobb, of Georgia... .ecseee cece ee ee lB 
King, of New Jersey.....- 
McDowell... .ccccceereeeetnereces 
Julian. .ceeeeeees 
Morehead......ceeeseeeeeceeeceee 
Hilliard . 0... cece eee ee cree nec eee 
Conrad... .. ccc ceeeee ce cveereceeees 
Stevens, of Pennsylvania..... 
Sy | ec 
Venable. ..sssovesessesoreneesceres 
Wilmot. ccc ccc cs cece eeee ere veeees 
Miller. . 0... ce ccc ce cence eee enre 
| CINgMAN ..ccsecesccereceseeseeece 
McGaughey. sessesssesecseeree. 
LEVvin.sssseesoereseseresseoerees 


eeeessss D 


EH pen pi et DD DOD DODO Or 


} 


| : 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Winthrop—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, | 
Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, 
Burrows, C. Butler, l. B. Butler, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, 
Clarke, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Dehberry, 
Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Alex. Evans, Nathan Evans, 
Fowler, Freedley, Goodenow, Gott, Gonid, Grinnell, Hallo- | 
way, Hampton, 
Hunter, James L. Johnson, Kerr, 
King, James G. King, John A. King, Levin, H. Mann, Mar- 
shall, Matteson, MeKissock, Finis E. McLean, Meacham, 
Moore, Morehead, Nelson, Nes, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Phenix, 
Piunan, Putnam, Reed, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Sackett, 


i House of the 14th instant, prohibiting debate until {i 
The reading of the resolution was called for, and || 


Mr. HAMPTON moved that the motion be | 


of votes given in was 223; necessary to'a choice, |; 


i, select and write down on a lis 


-4j 
t 


Hay, Haymond, Hehard, Henry, Houston, |; 
Danici P. King, George G. |; | 
ii order be laid upon the table. 


1 laid upon th 


` For Mr. Ju Lon-—Mess: 
Tuck. =o E, a oe: 
For Mr. James G..King—Messrs. Brooks, Jackson, 
nolds, Rumsey, and'Phurman. Se etree hae 
‘Por Mr. Mc Dowell—Messrs. Edmundson, Ewing Hil 
Peaslee.-and Strong... eg eben eras 
- For Mr. Morehead—-Measrs. Morton, Owen, Toombs, : 
A H. Stephensin oy RnS Erri S wor] 
For Mr. Hiliarã—Messïs. B.C. Cabell and Clingman, « 
For Mr. Conrad— Messrs. J. P; Caldwell and Oatlaw, 
For Mr. Bissell—Messrs.: Richardson and Wentwor 
For Mr. T. Stevens—-Messrs:- Campbell and Howe. 
For Mr. Venatle—Mr. Bowdon... <. aes 
For Mr. Clinemun—Mr. Hilliard, 
For Mr. Wilmot—Mr. Julian. 
For Mr. McGaughéy—Mr. Wilson. 
For Mr. Levin—Mr. Winthrop. 
For Mr. Miller—Mr. McClernand. 
No choice. ° ; 
Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, rose and. said 
; that he had a proposition to make to the House, 
which he did not wish at this time to debate, nor 
did he expect it would lead to debate. Ha offered 
lit not only because, if adopted by the House, it 


| would produce a speedy organization, fair and just 
| to all parties, but in consideration of the source 
| from whieh it emanated. It did not originate with 
him, (Mr. B.,) but was sent to him by a distin= 


H 


ji guished politician of the Jackson school—a gentle- 
man who was once a member of General Jacksons 


i 
Resolved, That and be appointed a com- 
and instructed as follows, viz: They shah each 
tthe names of ten, members 
elect of the House. Whereupon the said committee, having 
|| each selected for a witness of their proceedings one mem- 
i, ber not named on the said list, shall draw by lot from the 
+) names of alt the members of the House, except the twenty 
{i already named on the list, and except also the names ofthe 
‘| committee and the witnesses aforesaid, one name, which 
|! shall be added to the said list, making in all twenty-one 
| names. Whereupon the said committee shail, with the wit- 
| nesses aforesaid, forthwith retire to the Speaker’s room and 
ii proceed to strike out names alternately from the list unut 
: there shall be but one left, whose name shall be forthwith 
| -reported in the Hall of the House of Representatives, ‘and 
l! the member so reported shall be conducted to. the chair hy 
the committee aforesaid, and the usual oath of office admin- 
istered to bim by the chairman thereof, as Speaker of the 
House of Representatives for the thirty-first’ Congress. ; 


Mr. INGE rose and insisted.on the point. of or- 
der heretofore raised by him. He called the’ gen 
Jeman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Butter] to order. 
f the gentleman whould move to rescind the reso- 
ution interdicting debate, and interdicting the ad- 
mission of such propositions, he (Mr. I.) would 
vote for it. But he repeated, so long as the rule 
remained unrepealed, he would insist upon its en~ 
forcement. oe 
The reading of the resolution of Mr. Ber.er 
as again called for; and having been read— 
Mr. KAUFMAN moved that it be laid on the 
table. 

Mr. INGE insisted on his question of order. 
Mr. VAN DYKE moved that the question of 


; mittee, 


i 


| 
{ 
i 
i 


} 


i 
| 
| 
| 
H 
| 


w 


Mr. FOWLER moved t 
e table. 


hat the whole subject be 


Schenek, Sehermerhorn, 
Spaulding, Sprague, Stauly, T. Stevens, Taylor, Join B 
Thompson, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, | 
and Williame. 

For Mr. MeClernand—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Bay 
Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bowlin, A. G. Brown, W.J. Brown 
Buel, J. Cable, Disney, Danham, Fitch, Gilmore, Gorman, | 
Hall. Hamilton, T. L. Harris, Kaufman, Leffler, Job Mann, 
McDowell, McLanahan, R. M. McLane, MeMuilen, Miller, 
Olds, Parker, Pheips, Potter, Robbins, Robinson, Savage, 
Sweetser, Jacob Thompson, James 
Thompson, Whittlesey, and Young. 

For Mr. Bayd—Messrs. Burt, G. A. Caldwell, H. Cobb, 
W.R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Daniel, Featherston, Hackett, 
Haralson, Harmanson, I. G. Harris, S. W. Harris, Holladay, 
Hoimes, Howard, R. W. Johns 
Queen, Meade, Millson, Morse, Orr, Powell, Ross, Seddon, 
F. P. Stanton, R. H. Stanton, Thomas, Venable, Wallace, 
Wellborn, and Woodward. 

For Mr. Strong—Messrs. Bingbam, Booth, Cartter, Cleve- 
land, Dinmick, Doty, Durkee, Hartan, Hoagland, Mortis, 
i) Peck, Root, Walden, 
| For Mr. H. Cobh—Messrs. Averett, Bocock, Boyd, Fuller, 
'| Gerry, Green, Hammond, A. Johnson, Jones, Liwefield, 

MeWillie, Sawtelle, and Stetson. : 


Schovleraft, Shepperd, Silvester, H 


Thompson, William |} he h 
|; received; an 


on, La Sére, Mason, Me- ii 


Waldo, Wiidriek, Wilmot, and Wood. i Saturday, next. 


| 
{ 
i 
i 
i 
1 
i 
i 
} 
i 
i 
| 
i 


Mr. INGE submitted that the resolution of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Burien} could 
not be laid upon the table, because it had not yet 
i been received by the House; and it could not be 
| received under the resolution now’ in force. > He 
| insisted on a decision upon the qüestion of order 
he had made. The motion to lay the whole sub- 
ject on the table was not in order, for the reason 
ad assizned—that the resolution had not been 
nd as the House alone had the power to 
f order, he should insist upon 


| decide the question o 
i having a vote. f 

O Mr. BUTLER. - The resolution has not been 

|i received; therefore: the question of order isthe only 

| question before the House. He had stated that 
i nis- intention was, that the consideration of the. 


il resolution, if received, should be postponed antil 


i 


‘Mr. INGE called 


for a voté on his question of 
order. a 


= 


48 


“The ‘Cenk stated the: 
point of order: of the 
PM. JNGE i 

Mi: POTTER inquired of the Clerk whether 
that question. had not already. been decided ? 

A brief conversation passed between. Mr. P. 
and the Clerk. ` k i 


üŭestion ‘to be on. the 
gentleman: from: Alabama, 


Mr. POTTER hoped the House would come to |; 


a vote on the question.of order. oh 
The Cirrx stated the question to be, whether 


the resolution offered by the gentleman from Penn- | 


sylvania [Mr. Burier] was in order. 
Mr. HILLIARD was understood to. suggest 
thatany resolution which came in conflict with the 


resolution first rg aa rescinded that resolution, | 
i I If the House should now |i 
think proper to decide upon any other mode of ii 


and was first-in order. 
roceeding than that pointed out in the first reso- 
ution, such an order would be, of itself, a recision 
of. the original rule. 

Mr. INGE suggested that the resolution of the 
House could not be set aside by any indirect pro- 
cess. The only mode by which the rule now ia 
force could be rescinded, was by a direct resolu- 
tion rescinding it. 

Mr. HILLIARD was understood to say, Not 
atall. -Any other resolution which came in con- 
flict with the previous resolution, amounted io a 
recision of it, and must be in order. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, addressing 
the Clerk, inquired whether the resolution had 
been received? 


the House. : 
Mr. THOMPSON. Has it been received? 
The Crerx. 
. question of order is pending.. The resolution has 
only been read for information. 
on the point of order. 
Mr. VINTON said, that he understood the reso- 
_lution of the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 


-Bur.er] to be as much an effort to get at the |; 
The reso- | 


election of Speaker as a vote would be. 
‘lution was an effort—— 
Mr. THOMPSON. The resolution is not re- 
ceived. 
could be offered, seemed to carry with it the idea 
that not even a resolution rescinding the original 
one could be introduced. If this were so, it 
seemed to him that the House would find itself so 
tied up as to be deprived of all power to extricate 
itself. He thought the resolution of the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania was in order. f 
Mr. DIMMICK gave his construction of his 


own resolution, (that is, the resolution introduced | 
by him to prohibit debate until the election of | 
_ Speaker.) His object was to prevent a general | 
That was the purpose of the resolution. | 
The Crerx again stated the question to be on | 

_ the point of order of the gentleman from Alabama. ' 
Mr. HILLIARD suggested that the question | 


debate. 


was, Shall the resolution be received ? 


[Several Voices: No; that is not the question. | 


The question is, Is the resolution in order? 
The resolution having, on a call, been again 
read— 


Mr. BUTLER proceeded to remark, that his | 


resolution, if adopted, would, without doubt, give 
the House a fair organization. 

Mr. INGE called to order. 

The Crerk then put the question in this form 
Is the resolution of the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania in order? 

Mr, KAUFMAN moved that the subject be laid 
upon the table. 

And the quest 
by 
tive by a unanimous vote. 

So the subject was laid on the table. 

(Cries: ‘t Call the roll !?’] 


ion was taken, and was declared 


‘The roll was then cailed the fifty-eighth time, | 
when the tellers reported that the whole number of 
votes given was 224; necesssry to a choice 113; of 


which—- 

Mr. Winthrop received. .cceececeeee es 86 
McClernand... cece ccs ecse cece ee AG 
Boyd seses sS aeniea eng e nae 
SONE i. este tec dere belee sewers se eol 
Howell Cobb... .....,. cee ee cee ee ee lO 
JUNTA Sg oeiee wiecata annans as pauna OD 
McDowell......cssecesssccecessers O 

~James G. King. ..sccsescseveesee 4 
Morehead... .ccsccsesevescccssssene 4 
Thaddeus Stevens. ..ccovcccesesecee & 


It cannot be received while the ;' 


The question is | 


The proposition that no other resolution | 


the Clerk to have been decided in the afirma- | 


i Williams. 2 
Hilliard. 1 
i Wilson. .... 1 
| Alexander H. Stephens... esseere sse 1 
E.G. Cabell ss. cece css cee seeeene L 
La B60 iis. evince avis caseed tonar h 
“Wilmot. ce. ai eare eee e es ea 
, Miller... wc. ese ceeees vel 
Conrad: 5. ..ccceaccees PRAA pele 
Bissell v5 eeaeee sisenes vets erence ed 
McGaughey... ..ccecececesrectecee L 
Marshall... 0... cee ecs cece cece cree Lb 
224 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Winthrop—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, 
Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, 
| C. Butler, T. B. Batler, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, 
i Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, 
: Duncan, A. Evans, N. Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Goodenow, 
: Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, 
| Hebard, Henry, Houston, Hunter, Jackson, J. L. Johnson, 
i Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. King, John 
i A. King, Levin, H. Mann, Marshall, Matteson, Finis B. Mc- 
| Lean, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Nelson, Nes, Newell, 
| Ogle, Otis, Phoenix, Pitman, Putaam, Reed, Risley, Rock- 
, well, Rose, Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, 
{ Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, T. Stevens, 
| Taylor, John B. Thompson, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, 
| Watkins, White, and Williams. 
| For Mr. McClernand—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Bay, 
i Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bowlin, A. G. Brown, W.J. Brown, 
, Buel, J. Cable, H. Cobb, Disney, Dunham, Ewing, Fitch, 
i Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hali, Hamilton, T. L. Harris, 
j 


Olds, Parker, Pheips, Potter, Robbins, Rohinson, Savage, 
; Sweetser, Jacoh Thompson, James Thompson, William 
| Thompson, Whittlesey, and Young. 

|! For Mr. Boyd—Messrs. Bocock, Bowdon, Burt, George 


alison, Harmanson, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, 
H Holladay, Holmes, Howard, Robert W. Johnson, La Sére, 
| MeQueen, Meade, Millson, Morse, Orr, Powell, Ross, Sed- 
|, don, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Thomas, 
' Venable, Wallace, Wellborn, and Woodward. 
|| For Mr. Strong—Messrs. Bingham, Booth, Cartter, Cleve- 
i; land, Dimmick, Doty, Durkee, Harlan, Mqgis, Peck, Root, 
Walden, Waldo,Wentworth, Wildrick, Wifuot, and Wood. 
For Mr. Howeil Ovbb—Messrs. Averett, Boyd, Fuller, 
Gerry, Hammond, A. Johnson, Jones, Littlefield, Sawtelle, 
and Stetson. 
Fort Mr. Jwien—Messrs. Allen, Crowell, Giddings, P. 
King, and Tuck. 
For My, MeDowell—Messrs. W. R.W.Cabb, Edmundson, 
Hibbard, Peastee, and Strong. 
Kor Mr. Morehead—Messrs. Morton, Owen, A. H. Ste- 
phens, and Toombs. 
For Mr. James G. King—Messrs. Duer, Reynolds, Rum- 
sey, and Thurman. 
For Mr. Wiiliams—Messrs. Ashmun and J. P. Caldwell. 
For Mr. T. Stevens—Messrs. Campbell and Howe. 
For Mr. Wilson—Mr. Baker. 
For Mr. Hillierd—Mr. E. C. Cabell. 
; For Mr. vi. H. Stephens—Mr. Clingman, 
li For Mr. E. C. Cabell—Mr. Hilliard. 
For Mr. La Sère—Mr. inge. 
+ For Mr. Wiimot—Mr. Julian. 
: . For Mr. Milier~—Mr. McClernand. 
For Mr. Conrad—Mr. Outlaw. 
For Mr. Bissell—Mr. Richardson. 
For Mr. McGaughey—Mr. Wilson. 
For Mr. Marshali—Mr. Winthrop, 


No choice. 


When the result of the last vote had been an- 
| nounced, some members demanded that it be again 
called, and some demanded an adjournment. 

Mr. WOODWARD rose and said that he would 
i send to the Clerk’s table a resolution, which he de- 
sired might be read, and he would like to have 
one moment to explain it. 

The resolution was read by the Crerg in the 
words following : 
i. - Resolved, That Linn Boyn, the senior member of the 
1: House, be, and he is hereby, chosen Speaker pro tem., and 
|| that, upon his assuming the chair, the House will proceed 
i to the election of Cierk, Sergeant-at-Arms, Doorkeeper, 


j 


t 
i 


and Postmaster; and upon the election of these officers, the 
House wil) proceed to vote for a permanent Speaker, and 
; will continue so to vote, from day-to day, until a permanent 
ii Speaker shall he elected. And, in the mean time, the said 
i; temporary Speaker shall not appoint any committee on be- 
:i half of the House, nor shall the House itself elect any, or 


i! entertain any petition, bill, or proposition whatever, looking 
i 


H 


i: to legislation, until such permanent Speaker shail have 
ii been duly elected. 


The resolution having been read— 

i Mr. HAMPTON moved that it be laid on the 
‘| table. : 

: Mr. WOODWARD asked the yeas and nays; 
ii which were ordered. ; 

: The resolution, on a call, was again read. 

| Mr. STANLY inquired, whether the House 
| had not already passed upon this proposition ? 

| [Several Voices: “No.”] 

| Mr. STANLY said it been offered. 


ae Crer said it had been read for information 
i only. 


; Hoagland, Kaufman, Leffler, Job Mann, Mason, McDowell, į 
! McLanahan, R. M. McLane, MecMulien, McWillie, Miller, | 


The Crenx said, that that was the point before |’ 


A. Caldwell, Coleock, Daniel, Featherston, Rackett, Har- | 


Dec. 20. 


~Mr. STANLY. The question is on laying the 
resolution’on the table, is it? TE : 

The CLERK assénted. : ake 

Mr. WOODWARD suggested to gentlemen on 
the other (the Whig) side of the House, that they 
could, if they chose, limit the resolution, by pro- 
viding that the Speaker pro tempore should continue 
Speaker but one week. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, suggested. to 
the gentleman from South Carolina, that instead of 
the name of Linn Born, the name of the present 
clerk (Thomas J. Campbell, Esq.) be inserted for 
: the pro tempore Speaker. He said he had never 

seen a better temporary Speaker than the gentle- 
.man who now presided. 

The question was taken on the motion to lay on 
the table, and decided in the affirmative, by yeas 
116, nays 103; as follow: ‘ . 


YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Awderson, Ash- 
mun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Booth, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, 
Brooks, Burrows, Chester Buuer, Thomas B. Butler, B. C. 
Cabell, J. P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, 
Clarke, Colcock, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, 
Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Durkee, Alexander 
Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Giddings, Good- 
enow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, 
Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, Houston, Howe, Hun- 
ter,Jackson,James L. Johnson, Julian, Kerr, Daniel P, King, 
George G. King, Jas. G. King, John A. King, Preston King, 
Levin, Horace Mann, Marshall, Matteson, McGaughey, 
McKissock, Finis B. McLean, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, 
Morton, Nelson, Nes, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Owen, 
Peck, Phoenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, 
Rockwell, Root, Rose, Rumsey, Sacketl, Schenck, Scher- 
merhorn, Schooleraft,, Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, 
Sprague, Stanly, Alexander H. Stephens, Thaddeus Ste- 
vens, Taylor, John B. Thompson, Thurman, Tuck, Under- 
hill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, Williams, Wil- 
mot, Wilson, and Winthrop—116. 3 

NAYS—Messrs. Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bing- 
ham, Bissell, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Albert G. Brown, 
| William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, George A. Caldwell, Cartter, 
| Clingman, Howell Cobb, W. R. W. Cobb, Daniel, Dim- 
mick, Disney, Dunham, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, 
Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hackett, 
Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, Harmanson, 
: Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, 
Holladay, Howard, Inge, Audrew Johnson, Robert, W. 
Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La Sére, Leffler, Littlefield, Job 
| Mann, Mason, McClernand, McDowell, McLanahan, Robt. 

M. McLane, McMullen, McQueen, MeWillie, Meade, Mit- 
‘ler, Maison, Morris, Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, 
| Phelps, Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, 

Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton, 
' Richard H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, 

Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, William Thompson, 
; Toombs, Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Wellborn, 
| Wentworth, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wood, Woodward, and 
Young--103, y 


So the resolution was laid on the table. 
On motion of Mr. VINTON, 
The House adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, Decembe20, 1849. . 
The Journal of yesterday was read and appreved. 
PROPOSED CONFERENCE. 


Mr. GIDDINGS rose and said that he desired, ` 
with the consent of the House, to propound a 
‘question to his colleague from the Gallipolis dis- 
trict, [Mr. Vinvon,} if he was present. 1f not, 
then he desired to put it to the gentleman from 
' Massachusetts who represented the Springfield 
: district, (Mr. AsHMun.] 

The question was this: Whether any intrigue 
; was going on between the two principal parties of 
this House for the apportionment of the several 


i 

i| offices, without reference to, or consultation with, 
| 
4 


the minority of the House. If the gentleman 
: would be kind enough to answer this question, he 
| (Mr. G.) should feel obliged. 

Mr. ASHMUN rose and requested that the gen- 
| tleman would speak in a louder voice, so that he 
! (Mr. A.) might distinctly hear the question. 

i Mr. GIDDINGS, (resuming.) I perceive that 
| my colleague [Mr. Vinton] is now in his place. I 
i understand that he presided last night at what was 
| called a Whig caucus, and that certain proposi- 
| tions were sent from that body to a like body on 
i the other side, proposing to apportion the several 
‘ offices of this House between the two parties, 
: without consulting others in the minority. I de- 


ii sire to inquire whether that is true—whether the 


i rumor is well founded? 
to answer. 

Mr. STANLY. The Whig party of this coun- 
try and the Democratic party intend, I trust in 
God—and I have trust enough in their patriotism 
to believe it—to organize this House, irrespective 
| of factions from any parts of the country. That 
| is all they propose, and that they intend to do. 


I request the gentleman 
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gentleman answer the question, whether a propo- 
sition has been suggested by the Whig party to 
the Democratic party, to divide the offices of the 
House, without reference to other parties? 

Mr. ASHMUN. The question is put to me, I 
understand. | answer most emphatically that—— 

{Cries of ** Down in front!”?—gentlemen having 
left their seats and gathered in the area-} 

Mr. WENTWORTH wished the gentleman 
from Ohio {Mr. Gropines]} to come to the centre 
of the Hall, so as to be heard by gentlemen inall 
parts of the House. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Oh! I can make them hear 
if they will only listen. 

Mr. ASHMUN. I understand the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Gropinas] to have propounded to 
me this question: Whether there was not last night 
a Whig caucus, at which the gentleman from Ohio 
on my left [Mr. Viwron] presided, which did 
make to the Democratic party (then also in cau- 
cus) a proposition to divide the offices of this 
House between them? I answer, emphatically, 
No; nothing like it in any form, manner, or resem- 
blance, and nothing out of which any man, be he 
reasonable or unreasonable, can manufacture such 
a statement. Jam perfectly free to say what was 
done, and then the House and the country can 
judge how far any person may be justiãed in ma- 
king the representation which the gentleman from 
Ohio, on my right, {Mr. Gipmes,] has impliedly 
made. 

Mr. KING, of New York, (interposing). Will 
the gentleman allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. ASHMUN. No; not till I have answered 
the question of the gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. KING. I want to ask whether any written 
communication passed hetween the two caucuses? 

Mr. GLDDINGS, (to Mr. Kine. ) 1 will take 
care of that. 

Mr. STANLY, (to Mr. Kina.) None of which 
anybody on this side will blush when it is brought 
before the House. 

Mr. ASH MUN still retained the floor, and was 
about to proceed, when— 

Mr. TOOMBS rose and called the gentleman 
from Massachusetts to order, claiming that under 
the rule of the House no discussion was allowable. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, appealed to the 
genticman from Georgia, to allow the gentleman 
from Massachusetts to make what he (Mr. S.) 
supposed to be a statement of what was done by 
the two parties last evening. i 

Mr. TOOMBS. I have no objection to hear the 
gantleman, if the rule be rescinded. I believe the 
rule to be wrong; but it seems to be used whenever 
it suits the convenience of a majority here, and 
to be evaded whenever they wish. { go for fair 
play for the gentleman from Ohio, and for all 
others—for a free fight and fair play. Vote down 
your resolution, and give every gentleman an op- 
portunity to speak; but while the rule stands, en- 
force it impartially. 

Mr. BURT. With the permission of the hon- 
orable gentleman from Massachusetts, I move 
that the resolution in question be rescinded. 

[Cries of assent and dissent. ] 

"The Crerg, (to Mr, Asnmun.) Does the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts yield the floor to the 
gentleman from South Carolina? 

Mr. ASHMUN. I do not yield. 

Mr. BOWLIN. I offer a resolution to that 
effect. : 

[A voice, “ You have not got the floor to do it.”] 

Mr. ASHMUN,. 1 do not yield. 

Mr. BOWLIN. Let it be read. . , 

Mr. ASHMUN proceeded, An inquiry (said 
he) was permitted by the House to be made to 
me, and the unanimous consent was given that I 
should answer that inquiry; and [am now pro- 
ceeding to do so under the unanimous consent, and 
not in violation of the rule of the House. lam 
merely about to answer the inquiry. Iam not 
going to debate. ae . 

Mr. TOOMBS, I insist upon the point of 
order—that any remarks of the gentleman ate 
against the rule adopted by this body. 


4 


Mr. GIDDINGS, (to Mr. Asumun.) Will the | 


| the rule be rescinded the gentleman cannot proceed 


N of order. The gentleman’s first inquiry, be said, | 


| nothing of what the gentleman from Ohio impliedly 


| were the terms of the resolution. 


„and the House and the country can judge whether 
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The Crerx stated.the point of order to be. as 
follows: An inquiry was made by the gentleman 
from Ohio of the gentleman from Massachusetts; į 
the gentleman from Massachusetts was proceeding ` 
to make a reply to that inquiry; and in so doing, 
the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Toomss] called 
the gentleman to order, or raised the question of 
order. The. question submitted to the consider- 
ation of the House, in relation to the resolution of 
the 14th instant, is, whether the gentleman from 
Massachusetts be in order? Is the House ready 
for the question ? 

[Cries of ** Question!””] 

The question was taken, and the CLERK stated 
that without a division he thought the ayes had it. 

No division being called for, the question was 
decided in the affirmative, and 

Mr. ASHMUN proceeded. I am not, Mr. 
Crerk, (said he,)about to violate the rule, because 
l am not about to’debate any question. l am 
merely, by the general consent and courtesy of the 
House, proceeding to answer the inquiry of the 
gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I wish the gentleman to un- 
derstand it is not by general consent. Í object. 
The House may pass what rules they please, and 
put their own construction upon them, but unless 


by unanimous consent. l object. 

Mr. ASHMUN.. I can only say, what every 
member of the House knows, that when the 
inquiry was put there was no objection, and ual 
l got some way in my answer there was no objec- 
tion. 

I was about to state, that, as far as I know, 


represented has taken place. l was present at the 
Whig caucus, and I know that no such proposi- 
tion was there made, and no such thing suggested; 
and I do not believe that any such proposition was 
made or suggested by the Democratic caucus. 
was not there. 

I will state that at the Whig caucus a resolution 
was adopted, by which a committee of six gentle- 
men—three from the slave States. and three from 
the free States—was appointed, with authority to 
confer with a similar committee to be appointed on 
the part of the Democratic caucus, 
fair mode of organizing this House. These, sir, 
Beyond this, 
nothing has been done, This was communicated | 
to the Democratic caucus; and whether they as- 
sented to. it, gentlemen on the other side of the 
House can state. I bave now stated all the facts, 


there is the slightest foundation or justification for 
the implication made by the gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. 1 want to put another ques- 
tion to the gentleman from Massachusetts. 1 wish 
to know whether the existence of slavery in the 
Territories. of the United States constitutes. any 
portion of the basis of that arrangement? 

Mr, EVANS, of Maryland, rose to a question 


and the reply of the gentleman from Massachu- | 
setts, it is claimed, were made by universal con- 
sent. 1 now object to any further conversation. 
Mr. GIDDINGS. I have put the question by 
unanimous consent, and in the name of my con- 
stituents and the country, I demand an answer. | 
Mr. EVANS. I insist upon the point of order. 
(Cries of §¢ Go on!” | 
Mr. PRESTON KING, I desire to know | 
whether these communications were in writing? 
and if so, I ask that they be produced to the House. 
"The CLerk stated the question upon the point 
of order raised by Mr. Evans. The gentleman 
from Massachusetts, he said, having made a state- 
ment, the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Gippines] 
proceeded to make a second inquiry; upon which 
the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Evans] raises 
the question of order that the gentleman from Ohio 
has no right to put further interrogatories to the į 
entleman from Massachusetts. Is the House 


i 


upon a justand |) 


ready for the question? g . 
The question was taken and decided ia the i 
affirmative. 


{hold itin my hand and will read tt. 


į fair principles, and that 


| six members of the Democratic party, 


Mr. GIDDINGS. I make the ing 


gentleman from Massachusetis, in the most re- 
spectful manner, whether the existence of slavery 
in any Territory of the United States’ constitutes 
any portion of the basis of this arrangément be- 
tween the two parties? PF HN SEL UN EA 
Mr. ASHMON.. I answer the gentleman’s in- 
quiry in the most free and frank manner, Neither 
that or any other question entered, so faras Tknow, 
into the thoughts of gentlemen composing the 
meeting which passed the, resolution; or at any 
rate entered into the basis of the proposed arrange- 
ment, thë terms of which are in writing, Ttell the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Kine,] and I 
hope the correspondence may be produced —— 
Mr. KING, (imhis seat.) Certainly—t hope so. 
Mr. ASHMUN, (continuing.) In order to show 
that the intimation of the gentleman from Ohio is 
without the slightest foundation in fact. a 
Mr. GIDDINGS. Now I. want to see the- 
writing. —. f ; TE 
Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. If it is thedex 
sire of the House that the correspondence be read; 


{Cries of ** Read 

The papér was señti 
read. o, Aes x 
Before the reading commenced—" ` i 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, rose, and said he 
wished it to be understood by the House and the 
country, that nothing at all had been agreed upon 
between the two parties ; that. it was merely a 
matter for consideration. 


The correspondence was then read, as follows: 


& Resolved, That the members of the Whig party propose 
to the members of the Democratie party the appointment 
of a committee of six gentlemen, to meet a committee ofthe 
same number oa the part of the Whig party, to consult upon 
aud report to their respective meetings a mode of definitive 
organization of the House of Representatives, upon qust.and 

essrs. Warre of New York, CoN- 
rap of Louisiana, Bre ot Kenney, Vixton of Ohio, 
Sranvy of North Carolina, and Asamcn of Massachusetts, 
be the commitice on the part of the Whigs. 

“6 Altest : SAMUEL F. VINTON, 

« Chairman of Whig Meeting. 

“ Janes BROOKS, Secretary.” ae 

“ Resolved, That the chairman of this meéting appoint 
to confer with the. 
committee appointed by the Whig meeting, and report the, 
result of their conference to .a meeting of the Democratie 
party, tabe heldin this Hall on:to:morrow night. : . 

c Committee —Messrs. STANTON: Of Tennessee, THOMP- 
son of Pennsylvania, BAYLY of Virginia, MOULERNAND: OF 
Ilinois; Harris of Alabama, POTTER of Ohio. are 

& Attest: J. TROMPSON, 

« Chairman of Democratic Meeting. 

“R. H. STANTON, Secretary.” $ 


The reading was concluded amid roars of laugh- 
ter from both sides of the House. re 

A brief pause followed, which was broken by 
cries of * Call the roll.” . 

Mr. ROOT rose and said, he wished to makea 
sugzestion-to the House—— 

[Loud and Jong-continued cries of ‘ Call the 
roli!?’—-amid which Mr. Roor remained calmly 
upon his feet, occasionally ‘addressing “Mr, 
Clerk,” and as often greeted with “ Call the roll’ 
and merriment.] 

Order having been partially restored— 

Mr. ROOT (again addressing the Clerk) said: 
You won’t call the roll for a few moments; A-trust 
you have too much respect for me. I barely sug- 
gest to gentlemen that they ought not to: bein 
any great hurry to “ call the roll’? Ido not see 
whatisto be gained by it. You had better wait 
for your joint committee to report - -How. can 
you vote advisedly withoutthat report? We read 
that the “ ox knoweth his owner,and the ass his 
master’s crib;” but for the. last fourteen days. we 
have had a great many.stray animals here who 
know neither master nor-crib. , , 

Mr. STANLY, (interposing.) ~I rise to a point 
of order. The gentleman from Ohio is, certainly 
about to-debate the question; and——— 

Mr. ROOT. No; I do not know what the 
question is- {Laughter.] , : 

Mr, STANLY. Then the gentleman. is about 
to debate with no question; which is certainly out. 
of order. 


ead PP 
to the Clerks 


J desk to be 


Mr. ROOT. I will state a question, which, I 
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think, will be in:order. I think you may as well 
rescind the resolution, and let this matter be dis- 
cussed, 

Mr. VAN: DYKE. I call the gentleman to 
orter.. He has no more right to debate a resolu- 
tion to rescind the. resolution of the 14th instant, 
than. to debate any other resolution. I understand 
the gentleman now to offer substantially a. resolu- 
tion ‘that the resolution of the 14th be rescinded. 
Such a resolution is not debatable. 1 call the gen- 
tleman to order. ; at 

Mr. ROOT. 1 have moved to rescind that reso- 
lution. . That is the question to which I intend to 
speak. ; 

Mr. VAN. DYKE. 
order. 

Mr. BOWLIN. Tf believe I sent up to the Clerk 
a resolution to that effect. 

“Mr. ROOT. Uhavethe foor. I will adopt the 
resolution, and offer iton my own responsibility. 

Mr. BOWLIN. I adhere to the resolution, and 
offer it myself, 

Mr. ROOT claimed the floor, and insisted upon 
his motion to rescind; which, he said, he believed 
was equivalent to a resolution; atany rate, he could 
put the motion in writing at any time, 

Mr. STANLY requested the Clerk to put the 

uestion of order, whether the gentleman from 
ohio [Mr. Roor] should be allowed to proceed. 
The gentleman (he said) was about to arraign the 
conduct of gentlemen on both sides of the House, 
in their efforts to organize. 

Mr. ROOT made a remark in reply, which was 
Jost to the reporter. 

The Cienrx stated the question of order. The 
gentleman from Ohio (he said) had made.a motion 
to rescind the resolution of the 14th instant, and 
after doing that, was proceeding with remarks in 
which he was called to order by the gentleman from 
Worth Carolina. The question was, whether the 
gentleman from Ohio was in order in proceeding 
with remarks? 

Mr. BOW LIN rose to a question of order, and 
called to the notice of the Clerk and the House the 
fact, that he (Mr. B.) had offered a resolution to 
rescind the rule before the gentleman from Ohio 

{Mr. Root] had got the floor. 

Mr. ROOT. Will the eagiieman from Missouri 
allow me to correct him a®to a matter of fact? 
The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Asn- 
mun] had the floor, and did not give way to the 
gentieman from Missouri to offer a resolution. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Is not the question of order 
debatable. 


T call the. gentleman to 


The Cuerx. That is for the House to deter- 


mine. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. 
question of order. 
of order, ; 
i Mr. VAN DYKE. I call the gentleman to or- 

er. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Iwish to say to the gentle- 
man, that he cannot pile questions of order upon 
questions of order. : 

‘ Mr. ROOT, (to Mr. Van Dyke.) You cannot 
-do it. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Ihavethe floor. Iam going 
to discuss the question of order, and to show that 
my colleague [Mr. Root] has the right to goon to 
give the reasons why he is in favor of rescinding 
the rule. 

Mr. VAN DYKE. 
der. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I will keep strictly in order. 
I shall go on to state the reasons why my col- 
league should be allowed to proceed. 

Mr. VAN DYKE. The gentleman wiil be in- 
terrupted at every step, then. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. It matters very little, sir. I 
can talk, if the gentleman talks at the same time. 
My colleazue—— 

Mr. VAN DYKE, 
order. 

Mr. GLDDINGS. My colleague offered to 
show the reasons why the resolution adopted on 
the 14th instant should be rescinded. He was 
called to order. 

(Mr. G. was here interrupted for some minutes, 
by calls to order from various parts of the House. 
Afer they had partially subsided—] 

I rise to debate the question of order, (said he ) 
I stand by the rules of order. I intend to debate 
the question of order, and gentlemen may cry 
“order” till they are hoarse. They will not de- 


[intend to debate the question 


I call the gentleman to or- 


I have the floor upon the} 


I call the gentleman to | 


prive me of my rights on this floor. This House 
has no authority underthe parliamentary law— 
and there‘is no other law at present for the govern- 
ment of this House—to deprive my colleague of 
his right to show why that resolution should be 
rescinded, and-no man has the right to stop his 
mouth TEIR. . 

Mr. VAN DYKE, (inturrupting.) I call the 
gentleman to order, and I ask the House to decide 
the question, . i ; 

Mr. GIDDINGS. And prevent him from show- 
ing the reasons why the resolution should be 
rescinded, f 

[Cries of “ Put the question to the House,” and 
confusion. | 

The Curig. The gentleman from New Jersey 
(Mr. Van Dyxe] called the gentleman, from Ohio 
{Mr. Grppinas] to order. 

š Mr. GIDDINGS. Yes; buthe had no right to 
0 so. 

Mr. VAN DYKE. Ihave, at all times; and 1 
shall exercise that right whenever the gentleman 
violates the rules of order, 

The CLERK propounded the question of leave to 
Mr. Gipvines to proceed; which being taken, was 
decided in the negative. 

So leave was refused. 

Mr. GIDDINGS resumed his seat, with the re- 
mark that this was not the first time he had been 
choked down on this floor. 

The Cierx. The question recurs on the point 
of order, whether the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. 


| Roor,] in making the motion to rescind the reso- 


lution adopted on the 14ih instant, and to debate 
that motion, is out of order? 

Mr. GIDDINGS called the yeas and nays on 
that question. 

Mr. MASON inquired whether the question 
was as to the right of the gentleman from Ohio to 
offer his resolution, or to debate it? 

The Crerx. As to the right of the gentleman 
to debate. 

Mr. ROOT renewed the demand of Mr. Giv- 
pines for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered; and the 
question being taken, was decided in the negative. 

So leave was refused to Mr. Roor to proceed 
in his remarks. is 

Mr. FOWLER inquired what was the question 
now before the House, 

The CLerg replied that it was on the motion to 
rescind the rule adopted on the 14th instant. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Root and decided in the negative—yeas 90, 
nays 130; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashe, Baker, Bingham, Bocock, į 
Bovth, Bowdon, Boyd, A. G. Brown, Buel, Burt, E. ©. | 


Cabell, J. Cable, G. A. Caldwell, Campbeii, Cartier, Cleve- 
land, Ciingman, W. R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Cule, Crowell, 
Disney, Duer, Durkee, Edmundson, Fitch, Giddings, Green, 
Haralson, Harlan, Harmanson, S. W. Harris, T. L. Harris, 
Hihiard, Holaday, Holnes, Houston, Howe, Hunter, Inge, 
A. Johnson, R. W. Johnson, Jones, P King, La Sére, 
Levin, Lituefield, H Manu, Mason, R. M. McLane, Me- 
Mullen, McQueen, Me Wihie, Meade, Miison, Morse, Mor- 
ton, Nes, Ous, Orr, Owen, Phelps, Potter, Richardson, 
Robinson, Root, Ross, Sackett, Savage, Schenck, Seddon, 
Spaulding, F. P. Stanton, Ro H. Stanton, A. H. Stephens, T. 
Steveus, Stetsou, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, 


Toombs, Tuck, Venable, Walince, Watkins, Wellborn, | 


Wilmot, Wood, and Woudward—90. 

NAYS—Messrs, Albertson, Alexander, Alston, Anderson, 
Ashuun, Ave ett, Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bennett, Bissell, 
Bawie, Bowlin, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, William J. Brown, 
Burrows, Chester Butler, ‘Thomas B. Buuler, Joseph P. 
Caidwell, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Howell! Cobb, 
Conger, Conrad, Corwiu, Daniel, Deberry, Dickey, Dim- 
mick, Dixon, Doty, Duncan, Dunham, Alexander Evans, 
Nathan Evans, Ewing, Fowler, Preedley, Fuller, Gerry, 
Gumore, Goodenow, Gorman, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Hack- 
ett, Hall, Datioway, Hamilton, Hammoud, Hampton, Isham 
G. Hanis, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hibbard, Hoag- 
kand, Jackson, James L. Johuson, Kaufman, Kerr, Daniel 
P. King, George G. King, James G. King, John A. King, 
Lefft.r, Job wana, Marshall, Maueson, McClernand, Me- 
Dowell, McKissoek, McLanahan, F. E. McLean, Meacham, 
Miller, Moore, Morehead, Mortis, Nelson, Newell, Ogie, 
Otis, Oudaw, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Paœnix, Pitman, 
Powell, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Robbins, Rock- 
well, Rose, Rumsey, Sawtelle, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, 
Shepperd, Silvester, Sprague, Stanly, Strong, Taylor, James 


Thompson, John R. Thompson, Wiliam Thompson, Thur- i 
Wentworth, | 


man, Underhill, Vinton, Walden, Waido, 
White, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Williams, Wilson, Winthrop, 
aud Young—130. 


So the House decided that the resolution of the 
14th instant should not be rescinded. 
{Cries: “Call the roll 17} 


THE SPEAKERSHIP. 


Mr. ALBERTSON sent to the Clerk’s table the 
following resolution, which was read: ~ 


Resolved, That James. McDowe.z, of Virginia, be, and 
he is hereby, chosen Speaker pro tem., and ihat, upon bis 
assuming the chair, the House will proceed to the élection 
of Clerk, and Sergeant-at-Arme, Doorkeeper, and Post- 
master ; and upon the eleetion of those officers. lhe Bouse 
will proceed to vote for a permanént Speaker, and will cop- 
tinue so to vole, from day to day, until a permanent 
Speaker shall be elected. And, in the mean time the said 
temporary > peaker shall not appoint any commitiee on he- 
half of the House, nor shall the House itself elect any, or 
entertain any petition, bill, or proposition whatever, looking 
to legislation, until such permanent Speaker shall have been 
duly elected. 


The yeas and nays were asked. 

Mr. WOOD said he believed that it was out of 
order to offer the resolution. He moved that it be 
laid upon the table. 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered. 

‘The reading of the resolution was called for, 
and it was again read. 

The question, “ Shall this resolution be laid on 
the table?” was then taken Pand decided in the af- 
firmative—yeas 127, nays 94; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Anderson, Ash- 
mun, Averett, Baker, Bay, Bayly, Bennett, Bokee, Booth, 
Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Burt, Chester But- 
ler, T. B. Butler, E. ©. Cabell, J. P. Catdwell, Calvin 
Campbell, Cartter, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Cleveland, 
Clingman, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, De~ 
berry, Dickey, Dixon, Doty, Dner, Dunean, Durkee, A. 
Evans, Nathan Evaus, Fowler, Freediey, Giddings, Goode- 
now, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, 
Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, Holladay, Holmes, Howe, Huir- 
ter, Jackson, Jas. L. Johnson, Sultan, Kerr, Daniel P King, 
George G. King, Jas. G. King, John A. King, Preston King, 
Horace Mann, Marshall, Matteson, McDowell, McGaughey, 
McKissock, Finis E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, 
Morton, Nelson, Nes, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Owen, 
Peck, Pheenix, Pitman, Powell, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, 
Risley, Rockwell, Root, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, 
Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Seddon, Shepperd, Silvester, 
Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Alexander H. Stephens, Thad- 
deus Stevens, Taylor, John B. Thompson, Thurman, 
Tack, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Wallace, Watkins, 
White, Williams, Wilmot, Wilson, Winthrop, Wood, and 
Woodward— 127, 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Beale, Bingham, Bis- 
sell, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, 
Buel, J. Cable, G. A. Caldwell, IL Cobb, W. R. W. Cobb, 
Coleock, Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, Dunham, Edmund+ 
son, Ewing, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gitmore, Gorman, Green , 
Hackett, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, Har- 
manson, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L, 
Harris, Haymond, Hibbard, Hoagland, Houston, Howard, 
inge, Audrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kauf- 
man, LaSére, Leffler, Levin, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, 
McClernand, McLanahan, R. M. McLane, McMullen, Me- 
Queen, McWillie, Meade, Milter, Milison, Morris, Morse, 
Olds, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Phelps, Potter, Richa: d-on 
Rohbins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Sawtelte, Frederick P. 
Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweetsey, 
Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, William 
Thompson, Toombs, Walden, Waldo, Wellborn, Went- 
worth, Whittlesey, Wildrick, and Young—94. 


So the resolution was laid upon the table. 

{Cries: ‘* Call the roll 1”] . 

Mr. LEVIN rose and was understood to refer 
to the fact that a committee had been appointed to 
confer upon a mode of organizing the House. 

Mr. ROOT rose and called the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Levin] to order. 

Mr. LEVIN said he had risen to submit a mo- 
tion that the House adjourn, for the purpose of 
enabling the committee of conference to meet and 
report—— ` 

Mr. ROOT called the gentleman to order. 

{Cries: ** Call the roll 1”) 

Mr. LEVIN. I move that the House adjourn 
until to-morrow, at twelve o’clock. 

The Crer stated the question. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Levin of 
Pennsylvania and Bownon of Alabama were ap- 
pointed. A 

And the question was then taken, and decided 
in the negative—ayes 74, noes 84. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

{Cries: ** Call the roll 1] 

Mr. WOODWARD rose and said that it must 
be manifest that this House would not elect a 
Speaker for many days, if at all. 

(Cries: ‘ Call the roll 1} 

Mr. WOODWARD, (continuing.) I therefore 


| move that when this House adjourns, it adjourn 


to meet at twelve o’clock on Monday next. 

The Crerx stated the question. 

Mr. ROOT demanded the yeas and nays, remark- 
ing, let us see who wishes to waste the time in this 
way. 

[Eaughter, and calls to order.} 

Mr. WOODWARD withdrew his motion, 

Mr. JONES renewed it. 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered. 

Mr. JONES withdrew his motion. 

Mr. BOWDON moved that the House adjourn 
until to-morrow, at twelve o'clock. 


1849. 


Mr. JONES rose to a pointof order. He sub- 
mitted that the motion of the gentleman from Ala- 
bama [Mr *Bewpon] was not in order, because 
there bad been no intervening action between that 
and a similar motion made by the gentleman. from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Levin.] 

The Cusre stated the point of order, and. put 
the question to the House, * Is the motion to ad- 
journ in order?” Pg 

And the questi 
negative without a division. 

So the House decided that the motion toadjourn 
was not in order. 


{Cries all over the House: ‘ Call the roll !”] 


THE SPEAKERSHIP. 

The House again proceeded to vote viva voce for 
the election of Speaker. 

Messrs. Venasce of North Carolina, Henry of 
Vermont, Gorman of Indiana, and NeweLL of 
New Jeraey, resumed their seats at the Clerk’s 
table as tellers to count the vote. 

The roll was then called the fifty-ninth time, 
when the tellers reported that the whole number 
of votes given was 218; necessary to a choice 110; 
of which— j 

Mr, Stanly received. . 

Mr. McClernand... 

Mr. Boyd... cc cecesececescecewrece es 28 

Mr. Strong ...2.-- sees ee eee ee ereeeeeee 15 

Mr. Winthrop ... 2. eee cece ee ee ee eee 13 

Mr. Wilmot... cece cee ce cece ee cee rene 

Mr.’ Miller ...... 2005 seve s,aiee's 956 0188 

Mr. EB. C. Cabell. ccc. cece sce ee were ees 

Mr. Schenck. oc. .ccc ce cee eee ee eeces 

Mr. H. Cobb.... 


Mr. Bealesssossesossase 
Mr. Potter cose ceccewar cece erence eneee 
Mr. Conrad .......scec cece ee ce ee aenee 
Mr, R. W, Johnson. ...-. cere eee ceeees 
Mr. McGaughey... ..ceecscsececeseees 
Mr. Gartler sc cccccceceeeeeeseoesenees 


wees rereees 
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The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Stanly—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Ashmun, 
Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, 
Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butter, Joseph P: 
Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, Cole, Conrad, Corwin, 
Deberry, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Alexander Evans, Nathan 
Evans, Freediey, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, 
ay, Haymbnd, Henry, Houston, James L. Johnson, Kerr, 
Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G.. King, John A. 
King, Levin, Marshall, Matteson, McKissock, Finis B. 
McLean, Moore, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, 
Phenix, Pitman, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, 
Rumsey, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schootcraft, Shepperd, 
Silvester, Taylor, Sohn B. Thompson, Tharman, Underhill, 
Wan Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, Williams, and Win- 
throp. 

For Mr. McClernand—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Bay, 
Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Wm. 
J. Brown, Joseph Cable, A. Cobb, Disney, Dunbam, Ewing, 
Fitch, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Hall, Hamilton, Thos. L. 
Harris, Hoagland, Holmes, Kaufman, Lefer, Littlefield, J. 
Maon, Mcvowell, R. M. McLane, McMullen, MeWillie, 
Miller, Millson, Morris, Olds, Parker, Phelps, Potter, Kob- 
bins, Robinson, Savage, Sa..telle, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob 
Thompson, James Thompson, Wm. Thompson, Whittlesey, 
and Youg. 

For Mr. Boyt—Messrs. Bowdon, Burt, Geo:ge A. Cald- 
well, W. R. W. Cobb, Coleock, Daniel, Hackett, Haralson, 
Harmanson, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Holia- 
day, Howard, Robert W. Johnson, La Sére, Mason, Mechan- 
aban, McQueen, Morse, Powell, Ross, Seddon, Frederick 
P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Venable, Waltace, Welt- 
born and Woodward. 

For Mr. Strong— Messrs. 
Doty, Hartan, Hibbard, Peaslee, Peck, Stetson, Waiden, 
Waldo, Wentworth, Wildrick, Wilmot, and Cartter. 

For Mr. Wintkrop—Messrs. Conger, Fowler, Goodenow, 
Got, Hebard, Jackson, Meacham, Neg, Putnam, Spaulding, 
Sprague, Stanly, aud Thaddeus Stevens. neta 

For Mr, Wibnot—Messrs. Allen, Durkee, Giddings, Fu- 
tian, Preston King, Root, and Tuck. 

For Mr. Miller—Messrs. Bocock, Green, 
son, McClernand, Meade, and Or. 

For Mr. E. C. Gabetl—Messrs. Clingman, 
ron, Owens, A. H. Stephens, and Toombs. 

For Mr. Schenck-—Messrs. Campbell, Crowell, and Hun- 


Hilliard, Mor- 


ter. 
for Mr. Howell Cobh—Messrs. Averett and Jones. 


For Mr. M Doweli—Messrs, Edmundson and Strong. 
For Mr. T. Stevens—Messrs, Howe and Horace Mann. 
For Mr. Bowie ~ Mr. Alston. 

For Mr. R. M. McLane-—Mr, Buel. 

For Mr. Morcheat— Mr. B C. Cabell. 

Por Mr. Beale—Mr. Faller. 

For Mr. Polter—Mt. Hammond, 

For Mr. Conrad—Mr. Morehead. 

For Mr. R. W. Johason—-Mr. Richardson. 


ion was taken, and decided in the. 


Bingham, Booth, Cleveland, 


Andrew Jobn- |}; 


For Mr. MeGaughey—Mr. Sackett. - 

For Mr, Cartter—Mr. Wood. 
_-No. choice. Sia) a 

Mr. LEVIN moved that the House adjourn 
antil to-morrow, at twelve o'clock. œ 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved that when 
the House adjourns, it adjourn te meet on Monday 
next, at twelve o’clock. í 

Mr. ROO T asked the yeas and nays on the mo- 
tion; and, whilst it was yet in doubt whether they | 
were ordered or not— : 

Mr. JOHNSON withdrew the motion ‘and sub- | 
stituted for it a motion that the House adjourn | 
until to-morrow, at twelve o'clock. 

Mr. CABELL, of Florida, renewed the motion 
that the House adjourn until Monday next, at 
twelve o’clock. Mr. C. remarked, that he made the 
motion because the House was doing no business. 
Ge had business to attend to for his constituents | 
at the departments, and he thought his time would 
be better occupied in that way than in sitting here 
doing nothing. i 

{Cries: “Goon with the cali of the yeas and 
nays. 

: Mr. STANTON rose to a question of order. | 
He submitted that the yeas and nays had been 
ordered on the motion of the gentleman from 
Arkansas, (Mr. Jounson.] That motion had been 
withdrawn, and the yeas and nays had not been 
ordered on the motion of the geneman from Flor- 
ida, {Mr. CaseLL.} 


shali; therefore, vote sgainet the ‘resolution: now, | 
ag I objected to: it yesterday. It wasin his power 
tó reply: to: the charges, but he refused to dó sou: 

o Mr: CLAY: -Mr President, I confess’ that I 
have heard with great regret this opposition made 
to the adoption of: that resolution, {t vis a. very 
small-affair, a compliment ‘which cannot be. very. 
highly appreciated; in: some ofits aspects, tothe 
reverend person who is: named in that: resolution. 
But, sir, in the little affairs of-human life, whether 


|i social or national, 1 have found that-courtesies, 


kindness, and small attentions, are ‘often received 
with more grateful feelings than those of amore 
substantial character. We ofien appreciate mote 
| the picayunes.than-we do the double eagles; inthe 
currency of social and human life. 

Perhaps, sir, it was hardly necessary to “have 
presented this resolution; but it has been offered. 
I understand that, according to the usage of the 
Senate, any member may introduce into the lobby 
| any distinguished person whom he thinks proper 
| to introduce. . I had understood that to be the rule; 
perhaps 1 am mistaken; but, be that as it may, I 
think, sir, that that resolution is an. homage to 
humanity, to philanthropy, to virtue; that it is“a 
merited tribute toa,man who has achieved a great 
social revolution—a revolution in. which there has 
been no bloodshed, no desolation inflicted, no tears 
of widows and orphans extracted; and one of the 
greatest which has been. achieved ‘by any’ of, the 
benefactors.of mankind. Sir, it isa compliment 


Some conversation followed between Mr. Sre- | 
puens of Georgia and the CLerK, on the same | 
point. | 

Mr. FOWLER asked the yeas and nays on | 
the motion of the gentleman from Florida, [Mr. | 
CaBELL.] . 

Teliers were ordered on the call for the yeas and | 
nays; and Messrs. Levin of Pennsylvania and 
Jounson of Arkansas were appointed. 

And the question having been taken, the vote | 
stood—in favor of the yeas and nays 39, against : 
them 100. 

So, one fifth of the members voting having voted 
in the affirmative, the yeas and nays were ordered. 

And the question, * Will this House adjourn 
uatil Monday next at twelve o'clock?” was then 


uen, and decided in the negative—yeas 54, nays 
149. 5 


So the House refused to adjourn over to Mon- | 


day next. 
And then, on motion of Mr. VENABLE, the 
House adjourned until to-morrow attwelve o’clock. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspar, December 20, 1849. 


The Journal having been read— 
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR. 


The VICE PRESIDENT stated that the first || 


business before the Senate was the consideration | 
of the following resolution, submitted yesterday 
by the Senator from Wisconsin, and laid over un- 
der the rule: 

Resolved, That the Rev, THEOBALD MATHEW be permit- 
ted to sit within the bar of the Senate during the period of 
his sojourn in-Washington. 

The question being stated upon the resolution— 

Mr. CLEMENS rose and said: Í objected yes- 


due from the Senate, small as it maybe; and tput 
it in all seriousness, ina spirit of the most perfect 
kindness, to the honorable Senator from Alabama, 

whether this pushing the subject of slavery “in: its 

collateral and remote. branches upon all possible 

occasions that may arise during our deliberations 

in this body, is not impolitic, unwise, and inju- 

rious to the stability of the very institution which 

Í have no doubt the honorable gentleman would 
uphold. 

Sir, [ have seen something in the papers upon — 
this subject of Father Mathew’s having expressed 
some opinions years ago, in Ireland, upon the 
subject of slavery. l have seen, on the other 
hand, when he came to this country, and got a 
nearer and more accurate understanding of the 
state of things, he refused to lend himself to the 
cause of northern Abolitionists; and in consequence 
of that refusal, incurred their severest animadver- 
sions. But whether that had occurred or not, in 
| reference to other causes and other motives, 1 
| submit it to the candor of the honorable Senator 
| whether it is prudent, right, just, and proper to 
| refuse a compliment which, { venture to say, the 
hearts ofall mankind accord to this distinguished 
foreigner; a compliment no less due to him -for bis 
| great services in the cause of humanity, than‘it-is 
due to him as an Irish patriot. a 

Mr. SEWARD. E think, sir, that men often 
disagree in regard to the merit of the living, but 
seldom differ in regard to the. merits of the dead. 
This Capitol, its halls, its chambers, and “its 
grounds, are filled with statuary, memorial of the 
illustrious benefactors of mankind, of ‘other na- 
tionsias-well as of our own; and these memorials 
are looked upon with pleasure and satisfaction by 
all the living. But there is a painful reflection 
that occurs to us when we raise these monuments 


terday, sir, to the adoption of that resolution, and | 
it would, have been better, perhaps, for me to have | 
explained to the Senate the reasons which gov- | 
erned my conduct. But I was then engaged upon || 
other matters, and now I take the opportunity to | 
explain what I should then have said. I object to | 
the passage of this resolution, because the individ- ` 
ual to whom it refers has been charged with de- | 
nouncing one portion of this Confederacy as little || 
better than a band of lawless pirates, 1 object to | 
it, because he has been charged with addressing | 
an appeal to the people of this country, ealling | 
upon them to carry on a warfare against the insti- 

tutions of the South; and when he was addressed 


| respecting the matter by the chief temperance soci- | 


or at least refused to permit that answer to go 
before the public. Under these circumstances, | | 
do not feel, sir, that, so far as my action may go, 
{ could permit a resolution of that sort to pass. — ; 
I do not, sir, believe slavery to be a sin; and if: 
it is asin, it is one with which a foreigner has no | 
business to interfere. [f { listen to the animadver- 
sions of the people of sister States with good tem- 


i 

i 

eties in the State of Alabama, he refused to-answer, | 
i 


per, surely it is all that can be asked of me. Ij 


i| posed to offer. him, because 


of the dead. They can convey no encouragement 
to the benefactor in the prosecution of his philan- 
thropic enterprises. They convey to him no sym- 
pathy in the sufferings which he endures. The 
resolution before the Senate presents a very. differ- 
ent occasion—an occasion in which we can, withe 
out danger of error, recognize a public benefactor 
—a benefactor of mankind; and in which “the 
homage which is offered is unalloyed by the pain- 
fei reflection that marble cannot hear and cannot 
feel. A 

f need no argument to be addressed'to me, sit, 
to convince me that it is unnecessary to establish 
i any connection between this ilastrious benefactor 
of the human race and out own country, in order 
to entitle him to the compliment which it is pro- 
I regard the interesta 
| of the American nation as the interests of humani- 
| ty; and whoever, in any part of the globe, has 
| relieved the condition of any portion ofthe human 
| race, I look upon as.entitled to the approbauon 
| and the gratitude of the American nation. 

J have said that there wasno danger of error. 
A nation, a race, interesting from consanguinity— 


i interesting by a thousand ties—finds its virtues 


Dee. 20, 


increased, and the condition of its people ameliora- 
: ted; by the labors of Theobald Mathew.: Where 
among the. living do we find a-man whose works 


of benevolence have so splendidly and gloriously | 


followed him? f 

„Mr. President, I should join in this homage—in 
this „act of: reverence—as an act of reverence to 
virtue alone,if. no other reason was offered; but I 
must say with all freedom, and trust that-the free- 
dom will be conceded: to me. as -concede it to 
others, that since it is objected that: this:act of re- 
spect shall not be allowed , because of the particular 
opinions of the person who is the subject of jit, in 

_ regard to slavery, | must be allowed to say,;.with 
all respect, that 1 hope the American Senate will 
give evidence, by the unanimity with which they 
pass this. resolution, of this sentiment—which is 
aimost unanimous, I believe, amongst us—that if 
slavery. be an error, if it be a crime, if it be a sin, 
we.deplore its existence among us, and deny the 
responsibility of its introduction here; and, there- 
fore, that-we shall not withhold from virtue the 
meed which is its due, because it happens to be 
combined in the person of one who exhibits not 
more a devotion to virtue than to the rights of 
man. z 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Lam glad to hear | 
the Senator from. New. York [Mr. Sewarp] place 
this movement upon a distinct basis—to know that 
it is advocated because of the opinions in relation 
to domestic slavery, which are ascribed to the in- 
dividual named in the resolution. Yes, sir, I am 
glad to hear that now avowed. Sah 

For years past we have seen our fraternity dis- 
turbed, our country torn by domestic contention; | 
even now we see our Government seriously embar- 
rassed by a dissension, the seeds of which were 
sown. by British emissaries, who assumed the false 
pretext of philanthropy to mask their unholy de- 
signs to kindle the fires of civil war among the 
United States. There was a time, sir, when an 
American feeling pervaded and ruled in this coun- 
try;-when every man worthy tobe descended trom 
the sires of our Revolution, repulsed with loathing 
and scorn the foreign emissary who attempted to 
distract. our nationality. Not even on questions 
of general policy and common interest would they 
permit the interference of others. 

Has this passed away? Now, when it requires 
all the forbearance of brotherhood to allay excite- 
ment, to calm irritation, to prevent pent up feeling 
from bursting into strife, are we not only to per- 
mit, but to welcome, the intrusion of the stranger 
into the most deiicate domestic question which has 
ever threatened the peace and safety of our Con- 
federacy? Degenerate and unworthy of the sires 
from whom we derive our institutions and our 
union must that son be, who can thus court for- 
eign interference, and grasp the hand in fellow- 
ship. with which he expects to scatter over our land 
the seeds of a new and most mischievous species 
of domestic discord. 

Sir, l have no wish to depreciate the labors or 
to contest the merits of him whose name is identi- 
fied with the beneficent cause of temperance 
reformation. The good he has done to a portion 
of our race deserves the thanks of mankind. The 
heart pays a willing tribute to the benevolence of 
a labor like his; and who has not rejoiced in the 
happy influence his mission has exercised over 
his unfortunate countrymen? Could it devolve 
upon the Senate to decide either of these points, 
there would, I suppose, be but little difference of 
opinion among us. But it would not thence follow, 
that as a department of this Government we should 
give testimonial of our approbation and accord- 
ance. Still less can this be claimed for the reason 
urged by the Senator from New York. 

Thus presented, the question is, whether the 
United States Senate, partly composed of those 
who represent a slaveholding constituency, shall 
vote an extraordinary compliment to one known 
as the ally of Daniel O’Connell in his attempt to 
incite the Irishmen, naturalized citizens of the 
United States, to unite as a body with the Abo- 
litionists in their nefarious designs against the 
peace, the property, and the constitutional rights 
of the southern States. An act of such obtrusive 
interference in our domestic affairs, a declaration 
of opinions go offensive, an attempt so mischievous, 
requires something more than a temporary silence 
to justify the unprecedented compliment which is 
claimed at our hands. 


If,as the Senator. from Kentucky [Mr. Crary] | 


intimates, those -opifiions~in relation to African 
slavery. as it exists in this country have undergone 
a change, why was not such change avowed when 
an opportunity. was kindly. offered, as has been 
stated byethe. Senator from Alabama? A refusal 
to do so, under the. circtimstances connected with 
it, could not fail te have an injurious-effect upon 
what- is recognized as the great object: of ‘his visit, 


and is, therefore,.conclasive against the supposi- 


tion-of such.a change having occurred.” When 
opinions are gratuitously thrown before the world, 
it is our right to note them, and, if. mischievous, 
our duty to remember them; this is not to probe 
private sentiments, but is to see that which is laid 
before us. 

In the present case exceptions have been taken 
not to the opinions of ‘+ Father Mathew’’ on the 
subject of slavery, but to. his conduct in attempting 
to instigate his countrymen, naturalized among us, 
to join in a crusade against institutions. of their 
adopted country. Why, if he came purely asa 
missionary in the cause of temperance, should he 
have hesitated to disavow any purpose to interfere 
with the political relations of any portion of our 
citizens, or to assail any of the domestic institu- 
tions of our country? This was necessary, not to 
agsure us against any supposed danger from his 
influence—our confidence in the allegiance of our 
citizens gave full security against that—but was 
necessary to justify the attentions and courtesy 
which it was desired to offer. In default of such 
disavowals, under answers which are said to have 
been evasive, and with such advocacy as we have 
just heard, his attitude is that of one who comes 
covertly as a wolf in sheep’s clothing; and I hold 
the. Senator from: New York to be the very best 
authority on that subject. 

Mr. President, in opposing this resolution I wish 
it to be distinctly understood, that I yield all which 
has been claimed for the success of ‘ Father 
Mathew’’ to the cause of temperance in Ireland; 
and certainly abate nothing of respect and sympa- 
thy because of his clerical character and the Jand 
of his nativity. If either one or the other had led 
me into error, it would have been that of compli- 
ance, not resistance. Irishmen not allied with 
O’Connell and abolitionism, take in my sympathies 
the next place to our brethren; but this feeling is 
not sufficient to give a controlling influence to the 
mere name of “Irish patriot’? My first duty, my 
nearest ties, are at home; and I will say of the 
horde of abolitionists, foreign and domestic, that 
if l had the power to exclude them all from this 
Chamber, I would not hesitate a moment to do it. 

Mr. WALKER. As the introducer of that 
resolution, it is proper for me to give some ex- 
pression of the motives which actuated me in 
doing it. I assure you, sir, and the Senate, that | 
looked to the reverend gentleman named in the 
resolution, in no other capacity than that of a phi- 
lanthropist connected with the temperance reform. 
l did not, for a moment, take into consideration 
what he was or was not in regard to the subject of 
slavery. If I ever noticed any statement which 
he has heretofore expressed upon that subject, I 


| have now forgotten particularly what those senti- 


ments were. And if, sir, { had thought of it, it 
would bave made no difference in my mind, nor 
do | think it ought to make a difference with gen- 
tlemen from the South. So far as we have had 
any indication of the mission of Father Mathew, 
it is one of peace, one of benevolence, of good- 
will to mankind. It is not- one of disturbance, of 
aggression upon the rights of any class of the 
community. Looking to him, sir, asa philanthro- 
pist—one who has not only done great good, but 
who is now engaged in the same good work, it did 
not for one moment occur to me to look at the 
reverend gentleman named in any other light, or 
in any other capacity; but I will say this—that in 
concurrence with the venerable Senator from Ken- 


| tucky, 1 think it unfortunate that in every little | 


matter we must see so much jealousy upon the 
subject of slavery. I think it unfortunate—bene- 
ficial neither to the South, to the North, nor to the 
country. Other gentlemen may have more feeling 
than it is possible for me to have, on account of 


their nearer relations to it; but it does seem to me | 


that the introduction of this subject on every occa- 
sion, in this way, will do good neither to the Sen- 
ate of the United States, good to the country, nor 
good to.either division of the country. 

Perhaps, sir, I may be in error. Perhaps gen- 
tlemen from the South may be more strongly of 
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opinion that I am in error, and that others advo- 
cating this resolution are in error, than I'am able 
to see- or to appreciate. But, sir, in fegard to this 
matter, and in regard to all other similar matters, 
I have, I hope, some reason to thank God that Í 
can look at them with an eye divested of any 
view to my own selfish interests. If others are so 
unfortunately constituted that they cannot, it is 
not for me to censure them. I pronounce no cen- 
sure; but it does seem to me that the widows and 
orphans of slaveholders, as well as the widows 
and ‘orphans. of non-slaveholders, and that the 
wives of slaveholders, as well as the wives of non- 
staveholders, can sympathize alike in the great 
work in which Father Mathew is engaged; that 
they can look at it alike, laboring under the hor- 
rors of inebriation in their social and private rela- 
tions. It seemsto me that they can look at it 
divested of selfish and personal interests. I. use 
the term ‘ selfish” in no opprobrious sense; I use 
it to convey the meaning of whatever is personal 
to themselves. 1 believe, sir, that there are. indi- 
viduals in every portion of our country who can - 
sympathize with Father Mathew in the course-he 
is pursuing; and I also believe that these: large 
classes, these great numbers of individuals, will 
look to the Senate of the United States with per- 
fect astonishment, when they find that the matter 
of slavery has so far crept into our deliberations, 
that we cannot sympathize with men. upon-the 
great and glorious subject of temperance, without 
brifiging in this question to, mar the deliberations 
of the body. But be that as it may, sir, for one £ 
mustwepeat that [ had no other view. of this. ques- 
tion, in introducing this resolution, than that f 
have expressed. I looked at the individual named 
in the resolution as a philanthropist—as a man 
endeavoring to promote the good of humanity, the 
good of mankind; and at the time neither thought, 
nor knew, nor cared what he was doing on any 
other subject, so long as I had no evidence which 
I remembered—and I may say that no evidence 
yet introduced has satisfied me—that he was act- 
ing here in any other capacity than as a philan- 
thropist. if I should hereafter see from him any 
efforts to disturb the peace of the country, L should 
regret it; and F doubt whether there is a Senator 
upon this floor who would not regret it. I feek 
that every man here would be surprised to see 
acourse pursued by Rev. Theobald Mathew which 
would call him in question, and present himas @ 
man desiring to disturb the public peace, or de- 
siring to interfere with the local institutions of the 
country, in which he can render assistance neither 
one way nor another for purposes of good. I 
should be surprised for one, and | doubt whether 
there is a Senator ‘upon this floor who would be 
otherwise than surprised, to learn that Rev. The- 
obald Mathew had acted improperly in relation to 
the subject of slavery or anything else of the king. 

Mr. HALE. I shall vote for this resolution, 
sir; but I rise to say that if this vote was to be 
measured by the merits of Father Mathew. as an 
anti-slavery man, I should be constrained to vote 
against him. 

Mr. CLAY, (in hisseat.) Hear him. [Laugh- 
ter.] 

Mr. HALE. Yes, sir, “hear him.” Tsay 
that if he was to be measured by his merits as an 
anti-slavery man, I should feel constrained to vote 
against him; and | rise now, sir, lest | shonld be 
supposed to extend this courtesy on any such.con- 
siderations; because, if the honorable Senator from 
Kentucky will allow me, Í think I can correct him 
ina mistake. 

Mr. CLAY, (interposing.)} Certainly; always. 

Mr. HALE. Father Mathew has not, so far 
as 1 can ascertain, gone so far as to say that he has 
retracted a single sentiment which he has ever 
uttered, or altered or changed any opinion which 
he has ever entertained. 

Mr. CLAY. Will the honorable Senator allow 
me to say that I do not think I used the word +‘ re- 
tracted?’ I think I did say that ] understood that . 
he had refused to lend himself to the movements 
of Mr. Garrison and others engaged in abolition 


projects. 
Mr. HALE. I believe the honorable Senator 
is right. When Father Mathew was in Boston, 


he was called upon by some anti-slavery men to 
lend the sanction of his presence to a meeting to 
be held on the first of August [third of August— 
Rep.] in commemoration of the. emancipation 
of the British slaves-in the West Indies, and he 
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refused todo.it. He did not intimate his sentiments 
to the committee which waited upon him, as Fan- 
derstand—and I read the accounts with a good 
deal of care, and I confess with a-good deal of pain 
and mortification, asa friend of Father Mathew 
in the cause in which he. is engaged—but took 
what I understand to be the doctrine of the 
“ Union ”—the Democratic paper-of. non-inter- 
vention. He. would not interfere. He consented, 
in one word, sir, to be silent upon this great ques- 
tion; and for that reason, if he were to be weighed 
in this balance, { should withhold. my vote from 
him with great regret. 

But L vote for him on different grounds. I vote 
for the resolution upon the ground upon which it 
is placed by the honorable Senator from Kentucky 
—aa a tribute to his virtues and philanthropy in 
another field of labor. All hope and all reliance 
that the friends of what I consider the great cause 
of humanity have placed upon Father Mathew in 
coming to this country, have most signally failed, 
and have been entirely disappointed. d 

If the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Davis] 
will allow me a word: He said that if he had the 


. power he would exclude from this floor every one 


a 


who sympathizes with the abolitionists, foreign 
and domestic. 

Mr. DAVIS... Every abolitionist, foreign and 
domestic. 

Mr. HALE. Well, sir, it is sufficient that 
slavery has not got the power; and I venture to 
say that if | had the power I would not exclude 
all, but I would exclude so many, that when we 
came to have the committees of the Senate ap- 
pointed, they should wear a little diferent com- 
plexion from what they now do. [Laughter.} I 
would restore the equilibrium, but not shut them 
all out. L would have perhaps three fifths of those 
who were left here of my own way of thinking, 
and leave a wholesome minority to keep the bal- 
ance wheels of Government properly in motion, 
so that we should have free and fair discussion 
upon the subject. I hope I have made myself un- 
derstood, for L would by no means seem to sanc- 
tion Father Mathew’s course in this respect. My 
objections to him are as deep upon that ground as 
those of the Senator from Alabama. They are of 
another color altogether, it is true, but go quite as 
far as his. Upon the ground I have stated, L shall 
certainly vote for the resolutions but with reluc- 
tance, | confess, 
stood as sanctioning-his course upon the subject of 
slavery, which | disapprove as muchas- anybody. 

Mr. BADGER. Believing, Mr. President, as 
I do, that no. good is to arise out of. the discussion 
that has grown up from this resolution; and being, 
besides that, myself opposed to the adoption of 
the: resolution, and, if in favor of it, opposed to 
the further prosecution of. this discussion, for the 
purpose of ridding. the Senate of it, L move, sir, 
that the resolution be laid upon the table. 

Mr. FOOTE. Let me make an appeal to my 
friend to withdraw his motion fora few minutes, 
as I desire to be heard upon this question. : 

Mr. BERRIEN. Let us vote upon the resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. BADGER. I will withdraw the motion 
for the present. : ; 

Mr. FOOTE obtained the floor, but yielded it 
again to, Bef, 

Mr. CASS. Mr. President, I join in the regret 
so well expressed by the distinguished Senator 
from Kentucky, (Mr. Chay,] that any opposition 
has been made to the adoption of this resolution, 
and I particularly regret with him the reasons 
which have led to it. I know nothing of the opin- 
ions of Father Mathew on the subject of slavery; 
nor do I seek to know them. I have a recollection, 
though not a very distinct one, that the reverend 
gentlemen was interrogated in Boston by some per- 
sons with extreme views upon this question, in 
order to draw from him his sentiments respecting 
in He declined intermeddling with the subject, 
and gave much offence by this prudent and proper 
course. And certainly the declaration of the Sen- 
ator from New Hampshire, (Mr. Haxe,] whose 
opinions are pretty well known through the coun- 
try, that the views of Father Mathew were not 
acceptable to him, is enough to redeem this distin- 
guished stranger from the charge of interfering with 
our domestic concerns. But, sir, I deprecate the 
introduction of this topic on the present occasion. 
It must come and be met; and it must be discussed 
and adjusted. But, “ suficient unto the day is the 


fearing that 1 shall be misunder-- 


evibthereof.” Nothing is gained by its premature | 
introduction here; and least of all should it be made ` 
|. a test by which questions foreign to its interest are 


to. be tried and determined. Already the public 
mind is in a high state of excitementon this sub- 


| jects and there is no man who loves his country: 


who can regard its dangers without deep solicitude. 
But certainly, if it is to meet us at every step of 
the session, a spirit will be roused ‘utterly incom- 
patible with calm deliberation or satisfactory ad- 
justment. í 

This is but a complimentary notice to a distin- 
guished man just arrived among us; and well does 
he merit it, He is a stranger to us personally; 
but he has won a world-wide renown. Ele comes 
among us upon a-mission of benevolence—not un- 
like Howard, whose name and deeds.rank high in 


the annals of philanthropy, and who. sought to | 


carry hope and comfort into the darkest celis, and 
to alleviate the moral and physical condition of 
their unhappy tenants. -He-comes to brek the 
bonds of the captive and to set the prisoner free; 
to redeem the lost, to confirm the wavering, and to 
aid in saving all from the temptation aud dangers 
of intemperance. Itis a noble mission, and well 
is he fulfilling it. lL nee! not stop to recount the 
evils which the great enemy he is contending with 
has inflicted upon the world—evils which are the 
source of alarge portion of the vice and misery 
that human nature has to encounter. But the in- 
undation is stayed. Higher motives, nobler as- 
pirations, the influence of religion and the hopes of 
life, are coming to the rescue, and are doing their 
part in this great work of reformation. You grant 
a seat here to the successful warrior returning from 
the conquests of war. Let us not refuse it to a 
better warrior—to one who comes from the con- 
quests of peace; from victories achieved without 
the loss of blood or life, and whose trophies are 
equally dear to the patriot and the Chrisuan. 

Mr. DAVIS. May | interrupt the Senator from 
Michigan? 

Mr. CASS. Certainly. 

Mr. DAVIS. I believe we do not grant seats 
specially to officers, however distinguished. They 
come in under our rule to admit those who have 
received the thanks of Congress. This is the first 
proposition of the kind. 

Mr. CASS. Officers are provided with seats 
here in consequence of their distinguished services. 
But if this is the first time that ever such a propo- 
sition was made, it is the first time that such an 
occasion ever called it forth. We have nothing 
to fear from an example like this; and when similar 
services are rendered to us, and to the world, let 
us reward them by a similar mark of approbation. 

OF all the nations of the earth, ours is the only 
one where public opinion is entirely unfettered, 
and the tribute it renders is therefore the more 
valuable. 


great CAUSE, 


self to its service. Let us, therefore, not refuse. 
this slight acknowledgment to cheer him upon his 
journey. or 

Mr. FOOTE. Mr: President, it is with no little 
reluctance that I take partin the debate now in 
progress. Delicate topics have been introduced, 
that have to some extent been discussed also, which 
I had hoped would not have been intruded upon 
our notice thus early. The real question before the 
Senate seems to me to be, whether certain honor 
shall be done by us toa distinguished champion of 
the cause of temperance, on account of the eminent 
service which he has rendered to mankind by his 
activity and zeal in suppressing one of the most 
hideous evils which has ever made its appearance 
in the world. No one who knows the history of 
Father Mathew as the champion of temperance, 
can doubt that he deserves the respect and sym- 
pathy of all who feel interested in preserving the 
dignity and happiness of man as a moral being. 
In this character I have long admired him most 


profoundly and sympathized with him most deep- | 


ly: On account of his merits as a successful advo» 
cate of temperance in two hemispheres, I feel 
strongly inclined to support the resolution which 
has been offered for according him a seat on the 
floor of the Senate; and so i shall.certainly vote, 
unless it be shown that there is*something in the 
resolution offered by the Senator from Wisconsin 
violative of the rales of this-body, or repugnant to 
precedents heretofore held in respect. Indeed; I 


I believe public sentiment was never | 
more unanimous than in the appreciation of this | 
and of the zeal and self-sacrifice with | 
which this Christian missionary has devoted him- | 


resolution -butfor the extraordinary speech’ de 
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believe that the almost unanimous vote of the 
ate would havebeer given in‘the support of: 


iso 


aay 


ered. by the honorable: Senator. from New. Yor 
[Mr. Sewarp] a few moments since. It-seems ©. 
thar this gentleman feels authorized-to say that he © 
recognized Father Mathew as an anti-slavery prop © 
agangist, and on this account; and ón: no ‘othe 
does he base his supportofthe resolution: “Lean: 
not help hoping that he hias-done gross injustice to. 
the distinguished native of the Emerald Isle alluded: 
to;.in recognizing him,sas he has explicily done, 
as a mere abolition incendiary. Tam ‘inclined:to « 
think, and indeed I confidently believe, that the dis- 
tinguished. Senator from’ Kentucky, (Mr. Cran} - 
and the equally distinguished Senator from Michi- 
gan, [Mr. Cass,] understand the attitude of Father 
Mathew with regard to slavery in this country far 
better than the Senator from New York, who has 
showered upon him such: degrading commenda- 
tions. If the hénorable Senators from Michigan 
and Kentucky have not been’ egregiously: misin- 
formed in regard to the present opintons and: plans : 
of the venerable apostle of temperance now in our 
midst, he would be one of the last men in the world 
either to intermeddle, himself, with any portion of 
the domestic:institutions of a Republic of which he 
is a temporary guest, or. to instigate the vicious 
intermeddling’ of others, or to-sanction directly: or 
indirectly the foul incendiarism which has at fast 
placed‘in such serious jeopardy the noblest civic 
institutions which the wisdom of man has'ever. 
yet succeeded in establishing upon earthy = 00 8 
Sir, L have been so long fighting under the noble’ 
non-intervention flag, which may be seen ‘at the ` 
masthead of that well-rigged vessel of State, -of 
which the honorable Senator from Michigan (Mr. 
Cass] has been the faithful and fearless pilot, that $ 
am not afraid to attend upon him still during the 
short voyage for which it would seem he has con- 
cluded to embark. ` Could I suppose it possible that - 
the rumors, which have reached us relative to the ' 
present. opinions of Father Mathew upon the 
question of slavery were true, or that he was ca- ' 
pable of abetting in the least degree, ‘either by” 
word or deed, the schemes of unprincipled fac- 
tionists, whose sentimentsand policy are so fiercely” 
and efficiently represented upon this floor, instead 
of uniting in a proceeding intended to do him: 
special honor, I should not hesitate to refuse ‘him’: 
even the kind and courteous hospitalities which: 
he everywhere so modestly and gracefully re” 
ceives, as he journeys through the Republic. E 
regret to learn, that, when addressed’ by ‘citizens : 
of Alabama and Georgia, as to his views upon the: : 
question of slavery, he either declined responding,’ 
or responded by letters ‘withheld ‘from. publication: 
at his own request. I think that in’ this: transac- 
tion he commited a great: mistake, and one which: 
will greatly. impair his efficiency as a champion of 
temperance. But, until I receive conclusive évi- 
dence to the contrary, I must believe that’ he still 
adheres to the resolution which he assumed and: 
made public shortly after -his arrival in this:coun~" 
try, notto connect himself atall'with any of the do- 
mestic controversies in progress on this side of 
the Atlantic. I well: recollect the scene, which 
occurred soméwhere in the State of Massachu- 
setts, between certain fierce abolition agitators 
and Father Mathew, in which these wicked in- 
cendiaries made a most indecent and ungentle- 
manly attempt to inveigle this venerable personage 
in their nefarious schemes, and to wield the infu- 
ence of his name and character against the insti- 
tutions of the South; and I have not forgotten the’ 
dignified and severe rebuke which he administered " 
to these infatuated factionists, nor the seurtilous” 
denunciations which they showered down ‘upon 
him so plenteously afterwards. These facte are 
too recent not to be recollected by all of-uss Ido | 
pot wish to be understood as at all eéensuring the 
action of the honorable Senator from Alabama, 
(Mr. Cremens,] who has on this Occasion grati- 
fed his friends so highly, by one of the most bril- 
liant parliamentary debuts that: I have ever wit- 
nessed. His conduct evinces only that decent and 
roper respect for public sentiment in his own no- 


ble State, specially inflamed by the circumstances 
stated by him, which a previous knowledge of his 
characterand history would have induced me to 
anticipate from him upon an occasion like the 

resent. Nor did my gallant colleague, [Mr. 

avis,| in the eloquent harangue which he has 
just delivered in our hearing, utter one sentiment 
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to: which I do not heartily respond.-. The rebuke 
which he administered ‘to the honorable Senator: 
from’ New York, [Mri Sewarp,} and his allies 
in and out of this Ball, was richly deserved, as all 
must have felt who heard it, save, perhaps, the 
unhappy subjects themselves.. And now, sir, tet 
me. turn my-attention. particularly, for a moment 
or two, to the Senator from the Empire State, yho 
has.so usauthorizedly advocated. the’ resolution 
of the honorable Senator. from Wisconsin, [Mr. 
Watxen,] on the ground that Father Mathew is 
an avowed. abolitionist in opinion; and. is on that 
account worthy. ty receive special honor at the 
hands of an American Senate. Why, sir, the 
honorable Senator must have forgotten where he 
was; he must have become suddenly oblivious of 
+ his officiatvoath, which. binds him to support the 
Constitution of the United States, whose sacred 
provisions guaranty perpetual protection to slavery 
against all foes, either foreign or domestic; with- 
out which. protection, thus guarantied, the Con- 
stitution itself would never have become part of 
the supreme law of the land, or the Union of these 
States have been established upon foundations 
which all true patriots hope may prove perpetual. 

Sir, what objèct did the honorable Senator from 
New York purpose to attain by this extraordinary 
display of the morning? Is it his object merely to 
monopolize the sympathies of the whole Irish and 
Catholic population of the Republic; and, by ma- 
king this resolution odious to all who respect the 
vital principles which are embodied in our political 
compact, and driving from its support all but the 
avowed anti-slavery members of this body, thus 
to establish exclusive cluims to the future political 
support of this numerous and respectable class of 
American voters? ‘Is it the acquisition of presi- 
dential honors in 1852 that has bedazzled the fancy 
of the honorable Senator from New York, and 

_ prompted him to utter that calumnious and deeply 

` dishonoring panegyric upon the famed Missionary 
of Temperance which has awakened in this Hall 
B0. profound. a sentiment of surprise, of indigna- 
tion, and of horror? Did {regard Father Mathew 
as deserving any part of the commendation be- 
stowed upon him, in connection with the cause of 
abolition, by the honorable Senator from New 
York, instead of recognizing him as a noble phi- 
Janthropist, I should feel compelled to class him 
with thieves, and robbers, and murderers, and mid- 
night incendiaries. Did | suppose that the honor- 
able Senator from New York had been duly author- 
ized to give expression to the sentiments of Father 
Mathew upon the question of slavery, I should 
regard it as insulting to this body to have his 
nameeven uttered in our hearing. I must suppose, 
until proof to the contrary shall be adduced, that 
the honorable Senator from New York, whether 
designedly or not I will not undertake to decide, 
has done serious injustice to a worthy and unof- 
fending personage, and that, in his fiery eagerness 
to advance a favorite but infamous cause, he has 
attempted to drag to his aid the influence and pop- 
ularity of a great and potential name, ina manner 
that cannot fail to prove displeasing to all the dis- 
interested friends of the temperance reform to be 
found upon the habitable globe. -I venture to pre- 
dict that the shrewd and sagacious Irish popula- 
tion of the country will infallibly detect this most 
bungling attempt to decoy them; and comprehend- 
ing the lofty motives which actuated the honorable 
Senator from the Empire State in setting on foot 
this precious scheme of demagogical deception, 
they will not fail, in due season, to reward the 
author of it-according to his intrinsie deserts. 

Sir, there was a classic saying in the olden time, 
which all of us doubtless remember: ** Quod tetigit 
id ornavit.” The conduct of the honorable Sena- 
tor from New York, and that of his abolition 
associates and allies, here and elsewhere, is ex- 
uctly the reverse of this: whatever they touch they 
defile; contact with them and their accursed cause 
(politically speaking) is rank pollution; their coun- 
sels are pregnant with destruction; the downfall of 
free institutions is the natural and inevitable result 
of their malevolent devices. On this particular 
oceassion the honorable Senator from New York, 
professing his desire to evince his personal respect 
for one who stands but little in need of his super- 
serviceable praises, has signally discredited the 
subject of his laudations, and awakened more or 


less of prejudice in the bosoms where, but for the 


officious zeal of which I am complaining, naught 
but sentiments of kind respect and generous sym- 


pathy would have found admittance. The honor- | 
able Senator will not be offended, ttrust, if I state j 
to him that he has, on this- occasion, rather pain- | 
fully awakened a forensic reminiscence of former | 
years, which, but for him, weuld perhaps never | 
have-risen up in my memory again. 
Lonce-witnessed a trial of two criminals: upona | 
capital charge. Fhey were defended rather un- 
skillfully by a young and inexperienced attorney, 
who. had spoken about an hour, with about as | 
much heat and animation, at least, as has been 
exhibited by the honorable Senator from New 
York in the assertion of Father Mathew’s claims | 
to Senatorial honors.: The young advocate had 
got through with about half of his speech; the | 
evidence, so far as one of the alleged malefactors | 
was concerned, had been discussed, and the case‘ 
of the associate culprit was about to be presented. | 


The judge, who was a decidedly humane man, : 
and had been greatly agonized with the damning i 
character of the defence set up for the accused, | 
bent forward from the bench, and thus addressed | 
the unfatigued defender of persecuted innocence: 
‘« Young man, you have already secured the con- 
viction of one of your unfortunate clients, and I! 
admonish you that if you have any wish’ that the | 
other should be acquitted, you will decline utter- 
ing a single word in his vindication.” The young | 
lawyer took the hint and desisted, and his client 
escaped the gallows. {t is to be hoped that Father 
Mathew will be lucky enough to avoid the de- 
struction with which he is threatened by the fatal 
advocacy of the Senator from New York, who, | 
from the period of his noted contest with the State 
of Virginia upon the subject of the surrender of | 
fugitive slaves, has been distinguished as an ultra 
abolition agitator, and an open and undisguised 
assailant of the most venerated guarantees of the | 
Constitution. 

In conclusion, I will take the liberty of warning | 
that Senator that a period hasalmost arrived when 
even his eloquent tongue will be stilled upon his | 
favorite topic. The time is not far distant when | 
even such a formally prepared, prosy, and well- į 
conned speech as that which he uttered this morn- 
ing in our hearing will be impatiently listened to, | 
if listened to at all, by this august assembly, when | 
the enlightened and patriotic people. of this great | 
Republic will indignantly denounce the noisy | 
agents of facon who have so long disturbed the | 
public repose by unseemly and profitess wrang- 
lings, and command them to be silent, and silent 
forever, whilst the Constitution and its guarantees 
will ride triumphant over all obstacles which a 
perverse sophistry has raised up to obstruct the 
progress of twenty millions of people to a state of 
felicity, of power, and of grandeur never before ; 
attained by any civilized nation; when perfect 
justice will be seen to prevail throughout our bor- 
ders; when the absolute equality of the sovereign 
States of this Confederacy shall be universaily ac- 
knowledged; when the domestic institutions of all. 
the States shall be made effectually secure against 
the malign assaults of all foes, whether open and 
direct, or covert and instdious; when the real 


. . . A 1 
enemies of the Constitution, as our fathers framed 


it, shall be universally recognized as the real ; 
enemies of the Union for which that Constitution 
has provided; when the good sense and sound 
patriotism of the North shall nobly concede to the 
South her long-withheld rights, and the South in 
her turn shall punish the vile traitors within her 
own confines who have conspired for her over- 
throw with undying infamy; anda day of resplend- 
ent glory shall dawn upon our country, before 
whose brightness all nations of earth shall stand 
in wondering admiration, and the page of history 
be adorned with such scenes of moral grandeur 
and social beatitude as have never been portrayed 
heretofore by human pen or pencil. 

Ye , sir, the day is not distant—it is even now | 
at hand—when.faction shall no longer be permitted | 
to encumber the machinery of government; when 
a patient and forbearing people will submit no fur- 
ther to be burdened with all the enormous expen- 
ses of government without any of the benefits of 


actual legislation; when a few wicked and reckless || 


demagogues in Congress will be no longer per- 
mitted to embroil our public councils with seditious | 
declamation, and put the happiness of the whole 
Republic in immin&nt peril, in order to earn for 
themselves a hitle dishonorable notoriety ; and 
when the wretched champions of abolition and | 


free-soil shall mourn in sackcloth and ashes over 


i 


ali the mischief which they have engendered, and 
seek in retirementand obscurity that immunity: for 
offences perpetrated, and for suh greater offences - 
projected: but counteracted, for whieh they will be © 
indebted alone to the magnanimity of the people 
whom: they have sought to betray and to ruin. 

Mr. MANGUM. Mr. President, | have lived 
so long, sir, and have witnessed so many scenes 
in the Senate Chamber, that E am not, by any 
means, surprised at the present one. If I had 
been ‘called upon to express.an opinion as to the 
propriety, originally, of introducing this resolution, 
I should have considered it entirely unnecessary 
to offer it, because we all knew that by daily usage 
the vigilance of the Chair sleeps over the infrac- 
tion of rules to” permit the practice of courtesy z 
and had any member of this body chosen to intro- 
duce the reverend and distinguished. gentleman to 
whom this resolution refers upon the floor of this 
house, I presume that no objection would have 
been made. 1 should have expressed an opinion, 
therefore, adverse to the introduction of the reso- 
lution. But, sir, if there be any occasion on which 
anew precedent may ‘be established, 1 think the ` 
case of Father Mathew is one of peculiar strength. 
I cannot deem it necessary to reiterate what has 
been so well said respecting the virtues and phi- 
lanthropy of this distinguished gentleman. The 
tribute proposed is an homage due to the virtues 
and claims upon our respect and veneration of the 
greatest benefactor of the age in which we live— 
one who has done more than any one else to re- 
strain his countrymen from a vice, that, perhaps, 
has destroyed more of its victims than the most 
insidious pestilence. 

Sir, in conferring honor upon a distinguished * 
philanthropist, what may be his opinions on the 
subject of slavery I neither know nor do I inquire. 
l have no sensibility, sir, that can be excited by 
such small matters as the expression of any senti- 
ments as a mere individual opinion. } suppose 
that nobody can misconceive my general senti- 
ments in connection with the subject of slavery; 
but, sir, this institution, whether for weal or for wo, 
may defy such weak assaults. It is based upon a 
foundation that may defy danger from such æ 
cause, and scorn to exhibit any apprehension in 
relation to its stability or justification. Sir, I do 
not suffer that consideration to weigh a feather. 

I am willing to make this precedent, if thare hag 
been no such precedent hitherto.. I know of none; © 
but Lam willing to make one,as an ‘homage to an 
individual who is, as I have already said, the 
greatest benefactor of mankind in the present age. 

I have never laid my eyes upon this distinguished 
man, but I revere his character, and I would 'exè 5 
tend to him every testimonial of courtesy; and if 
I had the means, there is no benefit which an hon- 
orable man could bestow, or an honorable man 
pore which I would not willingly confer upon 

im. 

I do hope that we shall not allow this discussion 
to run off into matters wholly unconnected withiit, 
and upon which there will be future occasions— 
perhaps too many of them—for uttering the opin- 
ions and professions of this entire body. I any 
wiliing to extend this privilege to this distinguished 
gentleman, from considerations of strict personal 
courtesy, and a fitting testimonial of. that homage 
which we all feel for a character like his... 

Mr. BUTLER. Mr: President, I was some- 
what surprised, sir, when § heard this resolution 
offered. It appeared to me as extraordinary ang 
unnecessary. As it is before the Senate for its 
action, | would not have any inference drawn from 
the vote that E shall give upon this occasion, of 
censure upon the reverend gentleman whose name 
is before the Senate; for E am strongly inclined to 
believe that he is not fully understood hy the gen- 
tlemen on either side who have spoken on the 
subject. I happened to be in Columbia when a 
message was received by a very distinguished 
gentleman—a friend of mine—who has taken.a 
leading part in the temperance movement in South 
Carolina, and in many of the southern: States. 
That gentleman had just received a letter from 
Judge Lumpkin, of Georgia, who had, in some” 
measure, discouraged Father Mathew from visiting 
that State, but who wished to confer with my 
friend upon the subject. He had received a letter 
from the North. fdo not think it was directly 
from this gentleman himself; but his inference was. 
that Father Mathew intended to keep aloof, as far 
as possible, from being used by any of the political 
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parties ofthe United States, and that he wished to 
confine himself exclusively. to. the cause of tem- 
perance, which he had so long and so faithfully 
served. In doing that, he had a difficult part to 
play; and in endeavoring to do it, it may be that 
he has given occasion for being misunderstood at 
both ends of the Union. The inference of my. 
friend was, that so far from his sentiments being 
against the South, his views were quite. liberal, 
and especially that he was in favor of —in accord- 
ance with the spirit of our jnstitutions—the idea 
that the people of the whole country were entitled 
to the equal enjoyment of the Territories which 
belong to all. However, in this, sir, I may not 
be correctly representing the sentiments of the 
reverend gentleman; { speak only of the impres- 
sion that was left upon the mind of my friend. 

But, sir, I shall vote to lay the resolution on the 
table fora different reason. It isan extraordinary 
resolution. 1 do not remember any precedent for 
itas baving occurred during the period that I have 
been here. And, sir, if Father Mathew had been 
introduced into this hall by the invitation of any 
member of the Senate—I will not say any distin- 
guished member, but by any member of the Senate 
~-I believe that no objection would have arisen 
from any quarter, and there would have been no 
occasion for establishing this precedent. : 

Mr. President, it is well known that the prece- 
dent of to-day is. the prescription of to-morrow; 
and if you passa resolution of this kind, you will, 
in spite of the avo wal of gentlemen, have it mingled 
with politics, and perhaps with New York politics 
_~ make no allusion to gentlemen’s motives— 
perhaps to the poltiics of this section or of that 
section. 

Father Mathew’s name might be used by those 
who choose to do so for purposes, perhaps, very 
far remote from those which- he would choose to 
entertain. ft is on account of this that I do not 
choose to designate him, by the passage of this 
resolution, as an extraordinary man, though doubt- 
less he may be an extraordinary man. { do not 


‘choose to put him upon the same historical page j 


-with Lafayette ; and, as the precedents of the Sen- 
ate can make history by an extraordinary move- 
ment of this kind, I am not prepared to cheapen 
the privileges and honors of this Senate Chamber. 

These are my views, and for these reasons I 
forbear wholly, Mr. President, to enter upon the 
discussion of some topics which have been so freely 
indulged here. I look upon them, also, with too 
profound an interest to make them the subject of 
declamatory remark on collateral questions of this 
sort. I know that these issues will come; and 
when they do come, I wish them to come in the 
gravest and most imposing form, for the delibera- 
tions of this body. 

Mr. DICKINSON. An honorable Senator has 
thought proper to introduce a resolution, giving to 
this distinguished stranger. and great moral re- 
former the privileges of this floor. He is believed 
to have accomplished great good, both ia the Old 
World and the New, in advancing the temperance 
reformation; to which mission of good-will. and 
field of labor here he has been studiously confined. 
These are doubtless the reasons which induced 
the introduction of the resolution, and are the rea- 
sons, and the only reasons, why I shall vote for 
it. The other questions which have been intro- 
daced here { will neather entertain nor discuss. As 
has already been said, they will be upon us soon 
enough, and be sufficiently embarrassing when 
necessarily and directly presented, and to such 
time let them stand postponed. À 

Mr. BADGER. I agree, Mr. President, with 
the remarke which have been made by my honor- 
able colleague, [Mr. Maneum,] that this resolu- 
tion should not have been introduced; but I do not 
agree that inasmuch as it has been introduced, 
when it ought notto have been, that fact should 
furnish a reason for voting in favor of it. 

1 wish, sir, to state the reasons why | vote as I 
intend to do, without complicating the question 
with a collateral question either of temperance or 
abolition. The Senate, in my judgment, ought 
not to adopt this resolution. In the first place, sir, 
it is a resolution without a precedent, s0 far as 
know, and so far as L am able to hear from gen- 
tlemen around me, who have been for a much ion- 
ger time members of, and acquainted with the 
precedents of this body. Isay,.sir, it 18 4 resolu- 
tion withouta precedent, because It is impossible to 
suppose that the case of General Lafayette can be 
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none of them opposed the resolution on this. 
ground; but still this may, and T fear'will, be the“ 


effect of its rejection. Ido not wish, when- he is 


about to cross our borders, to push him back with | 


an inhospitable and unkiad hand. wish to cheer 
him on in his good work. I do not-Intend to do 
anything that will seem like repelling him from my 
State.: I want him to go there. J think I can say 


for the people of my State that he will be ‘received. 
with open arms and the kindest greetings; and F. 


will not do an 
feeling.’ 
Some mem 
posed to vote against the resolution in consequence 
of the speech made in its favor by the Senator 


ything here offensive to such ‘a 


from New York, [Mr. Sewarp,] and the grounds 


taken by him. | My mind has not been influenced 
by that fact. [think of his effort very much as 
the Senator from Mississippi has characterized it. 
Very likely he took that ground ‘to start this issue, 
and to throw us in a false position and weaken our 
cause. Ido not wish or intend to be influenced 
by him in any way. I do not wish to fall into, 
perhaps, the very trap he has set for us. I wish 
to vote on this, as on all other occasions, entirely 
uninflaenced by what he says or does. If he 
thinks I shall vote against this resolution. because 
he advocates it, I wish, for one, to show him that 
he cannot influence me in that Way any more than 
in any other. 1 wish him not to spring a new 
issue onus. 

‘These are briefly the reasons which induce me 
to vote against laying the resolution on the table, 
and to vote for it on its passage. 1 should be doing 


violence to my own feelings, as well as those of- 


the people of my State, if I vote. differently, and 
against the cause of humanity. 

Mr. PEARCE. [wish to relieve myself from 
any misconception which the Senator from Lou- 
isiana might havé with regard to myself, I do 
not doubt that Father Mathew is entitled to the 
respect and gratitude of all men for his philan- 
thropic and benevolent exertions, which have 
made him so useful to his fellow-men, t do not 
question the purity of his character, but consider 
him entitled to the respect of all. The motives 
which induce me to vote for the motion of the 
Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. BADGER,] are 
those which he has assigned. I think that the 
rules which we have adopted—which have beea 
made with respect to certain persons being admit- 
ted within the Senate Chamber—ought to be pre- 
served. This is an evil precedent, and one which 
will expand very soon, so as to be of very great 
inconvenience. : 

It will, perhaps, be but a little while before w 
shall have the presence in this country of Kossuth, 
the great apostle of Hungary. Perhaps he may 
be already on our shores. Gorgey may also 
come, and then we may havea discussion upon 
the question of his fidelity to Hungarian liberty 
and independence. Some gentemen may believe, 
as Kossuth thinks, that he has betrayed his coun- 
try. Others may believe that he is its noblest 
spirit, as he is admitted to be itsebest warrior. 
This discussion we may have upon a resolution 
being offered to accord to them this very privilege 
of the Chamber. itis very easy to see how the 
Senate may be involved in the discusston of the 
characters of these and other men—very much 
like the case now before us. Sir, I hold Father 
Mathew’s exertions in the cause of temperance, 
and his personal character, in the highest respect, 
and ifany gentleman‘had thought proper tu intro- 
duce him privately upon this Soor, I should not 
be opposed to it. But F cannot vote for this reso- 
lution, which is but the beginning of frequent repe- 
tions and great inconvenience. l 

Tt has just this moment occurred to me that since 
this resolution has been submitted to the Senate, a 
Senator has receiver a card from an officer of the 
army, of distinguished merit and gallantry, but 
who is not entitled, under the rules of the Senate, 
to admission on the floor, as he does not come 
within the classes who are permitted to enter by 
the rule, If you make a precedent now, it will be 
followed up, and the end will be that the Senate 
of the United States will become a sort of court 
to give certificates of merit and good behavior. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Thereismuch good sense in 
the remarks of the honorable Senator who has just 
taken his seat, in regard to thé principle which is 
about to be established. I think the whole argu- 
ment he has made against this-resolution will apply 


bera of the Senate seem to be dis-} 


equally well to every resolution for the purpose of 
tendering a vote of thanks-to-any: individual who 
has distinguished himself in the: service of his 
country, because the grades of mérit from the 
highest to thé'‘lowest are so imperceptible that you 
will- hardly know where to stop: In passing a 


vote of thanks to a distinguished officer, whose ` 


meérits:are'so unequivocal as: to. leave ‘no question 
asto the propriety of such’ a course, we have no 
difficulty in knowing where to begin. 1 apprehend 
that no one would pretend for a moment that if 
there was any distinguished foreigner more entitled 
to this compliment than another, the one who is 
now proposed would be placed in the first rank. 
I therefore see no difficulty in voting for this reso- 
lution. I only regret that it cannot be usanimous. 
I ‘do nòt know why I should be called upon to 
approve, by my vote for this resolution, the opin- 
ions of Father Mathew upon the slavery question, 
any more than to approve his sentiments upon 
religion. How is it, then, that in this case it is 
contended that this compliment to an individeal 
implies an approval of every opinion’ that he may 
entertain upon political, religious, or moral ques- 
tions? 

When the proposition was pending here some 
time ago, voting thanks to General ‘I'aylor for his 
military services, did northern men consider that 
by voting thanks we were thereby approving his 
views upon slavery? Or in voting thanks to a 
northern general who might be an advocate of the 
restriction of slavery, did southern men think 
they were approving the opinions of that general 
upon political questions? By no means. A vote 
of thanks to them was for their distinguished ser- 
vices upon the battle-field. When we paid a com- 
pliment to Lafayette, it was for his patriotism and 


| for his friendship to this country. And when we 


pay this compliment to Father Mathew, it is out 
of respect to his character as a man, and the ser- 
vices he has rendered to the whole civilized world, 


| by the great cause in which he is engaged, and in 


which he has acquired all his distinction. And 
this approval and encouragement of his efforts in 
the cause of temperance involves the approval of 
his opinions upon the subject of ‘slavery, religion, 
or politics no more than if he entertained no opin- 
ions whatever. 

I see, therefore, no difficulty in giving a vote 
upon this resolution, or in northern men or south- 
ern men giving their votes upon it. The only 
strange feature in it is, that the Senator from New 
York (Mr. Szwarp] should advocate it because of 
his fidelity to the abolition cause, and that the 
Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Hate] should 
repudiate him because he way not commigted upon 
the subject of slavery. The disagreement of these 
two Senators shows that when they come to talk 
about Father Mathew’s slavery opinions, they 
know nothing of that which they are talking 
about, and which they ought not to bring forward 
as a matter of debate. 

Mr. HALE. Wasit the Senator from New 
York, or the Senator from New Hampshire, or 
either of them, that introduced the subject of 
slavery in connection with Father Mathew? 

Mr. DOUGLAS So faras I heard, it was one 
of them. ; 

Mr. HALE. Lunderstood it to be introduced 
by the Senator from Alabama, (Mr. Cremens.] 

Mr. DOUGLAS. That may be. 1 did not Hear 
the remarks made by him, i 

Mr. SEWARD. Will the honorable Senator 


| indicate upon what portion of the remarks of the 
| Senator from New York the Senator from Illinois 


predicates the remark that the Senator from New 
York undertook to vouch for the opinions of The- 
obald Mathew on the subject of slavery ?- 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I cannot repeat the precise 
sentence. 

Mr. SEWARD. The idea, if you please. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I understood the Senator 
from New York to advocate this resolution as an 
encouragement of anti-slavery sentiments, and I 
have noticed that the same construction has been 
given to it throughout the debate. I should be 
very happy to hear that I misunderstood the hon- 
orable Senator. 

Mr. SEWARD. The Senator from New York 
submitted to misapprehension, because he always 


prefers to lie under misapprehension rather than | 


interrupt debate by merely personal explanations. 
The Senator from New York received his informa- 
tion, as to the objection to this resolution, from 


I| any Senator whatever. 


| the ground that he had ex 


| view in making the remarks I did. 


the Senator from Alabama, whose sole ‘objection 
was, that Father Mathew, onée” upon a time, 
signed an adress in Ireland, with Daniel O’Con- 


. nell, to the Irish in America, relative tothe subject: 


of slavery, and when called upon had not retracted” 
it. The Senator from New York argued that ‘he’ 
had the same right: to express his opinions; and 
that the tribute proposed to be paid to ‘him should‘ 
not be withheld from him simply because he has’ 
sympathized with what the Senator from New” 
York had considered the cause of human freedom.“ 
“Mr. DOUGLAS. I am happy to hear this èx- 
planation, for F am allowed to consider the ex- 
planation asa disavowal of any intention to advocate 
here peculiar sentiments upon the subject of sla- 
very. I think itis doing injustice to the charac! 
ter of this distinguished philanthropist to attempt 
to connect his name'with the subject of slavery, on” 
this side or on the other. | think it -wag-an-act of | 
gross injustice—of gross impropriety—on' the párt 
of the Abolition Society of Boston, 'to-attempt to 
prostitute the fame of this“ distinguished: philan- ` 
thropist by trying to entrap him ‘into thé move~ 
ments of that society. E think it unjust to his fame” 
lo attempt to identify him with either side ‘in this ` 
question, or any other of a domestic character res- 
lating to this country. It would bean act of gross’ 
injustice to him to attempt to draw him} out-as ‘a 


i Whig ora Democrat, an Abolitionist or a Non- 


Interventionist. He comes here upon a great mis- 
sion, which commends the admiration and sym- 
pathy of all men who have a heart to feel anda ` 
mind to comprehend the philanthropic éfforts of a 
great and noble sou]. We ought to wish hiin.en-° 
couragement in this great cause, but we ought’ not 
to attempt to avail ourselves in our party struggles « 
of his popularity to build us up in these strifes one - 
with another. Sir, he who would attempt to iden- 
tify Father Mathew with one side or the other, ` 
would draw upon his head the contempt of all 
honest people, as being a demagogue who would ` 
trifle with the holiest sentiments and the purest 
cause, for the purpose of making a little popularity” 
for himself. His cause is above thai of any man 
who would attempt to defile or prostitute itforany ` 
such purposes as theses © "2 Soit oe 
Mr. CLEMENS. F would ask if any of the | 
honorable Senator’s remarks are intended ‘forme ?. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I did not hear any of ‘the - 
remarks of the Senator from Alabama. I Supposed 
the subject was introduced by the Senator from 
New Hampshire, [Mr. Máire.) : ET 
Mr. HALE. I am to understand, then, that - 
the remarks of the Senator from Ilinois are intend- ` 
ed for me? : 
Mr. DOUGLAS, Iwill put the Senator right 


| upon that point. 


Mr. HALE. Will the Senator hear me for a 


| moment? The Senator speaks of those who in- 


troduced the subject of slavery. It certainly was 
neither 1 nor anybody on this side of the house.. 
ft was, as the Senate well know, the honorable ` 
Senator from Alabama, who made exception: to’ 
extending this invitation to Father Mathew, upon., 
; pressed “anti-slavery. 
sentiments. ues i 
Mr. DOUGLAS. Icannot say that thesé re- 
marks were intended for any Senator, ‘I'can hardly 
selectany to whom Í could apply them: They 
were called forth by the manner-in which F find 
this investigation going on, with. regard 4o this 
gentleman’s sentiments on the’ slavery ‘question, 
and with regard to ‘his admission upon, or exélu- 
sion from, this floor. But,’ sir, I was expressing 
the sentiments of my own heart when’! said that 
I thought no such inquiry should be made. I would 
say here, that these are only my opinions. It is 
not my right or province to prescribe a rule for any 
other Senator. Far from me be it to make a per- 
sonal or individual application of thy remarks to 
I only wish to say that 
the Senator had no right to classify Father Mathew 
as an abolitionist, merely from a remark made by 
the Senator from Alabama. Every gentleman should 
be at liberty to vote for this resolution, without 
being compelled to approve or disapprove -of the 
opinions of Father Mathew upon the: subject’ of 
slavery. These, sir, were the objects, I had in ` 
If there was ` 
anything harsh or unkind, it was nof my desire to 
make them so ; but to harmonize and restore good © 
feeling, instead of unkind feeling, upon a question ` 
which I think ought not to bave:taken a moment 
for its consideration and adoption. ` i 
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Mr. MASON obtained the floor, but. yielded to 
Mr. CLEMENS, who said: I did not anticipate 
a debate of this character when: I stated my objec- 
tions to the adoption of the resolution on the table. 


My sole object was to define my own position, and’ 


to explain very briefly the reasons why I could. 
not vote for it. I have as much respect for Father 
Mathew, as the great Apostle of Temperance, as 


any Senator on thie floor. 1 am myself ateetotaller, 


and for that part of his mission he’ has all of my 
sympathi¢e. But when the fact is known to me 


that the temperance societies in several of the 


southern States have recently withdrawn the invi- 
tations they had previously sent him, on ‘account 
of his unwarrantable interference with our domes- 
tic institutions; when | know that southern feeling 
at this moment is anything but favorable to him, I 
cannot consent to confer upon him by my vote a 
most extraordinary honor. 

The Senator from Kentucky has said that any 
Senator might have introduced him here without 
the adoption of a resolution. True, sir; and to 
that course I should not have offered. the slightest 
objection, because for that I should have been in 
no way responsible. Bot it is a different thing 
when Í am asked to sanction and approve his in- 
troduction—to aid in conferring honor on one 
who has denounced my constituents as a band of 
lawless plunderers, ah a 

The Senator from Louisiana misunderstands me 
greatly if he supposes that I object to Father 
Mathew because he refuses to retract some ill-con- 
sidered expressions, uttered by him years ago. 
My objections are of a more recent date. He has 
very lately written letters to the South of such a 
character as to cause Governor Lumpkin torecom- 

_mend, through the public papers, that all invite- 
tions to hi» should be withdrawn. 

“Mr. BUTLER. Will my friend from Alabama 
allow me to call upon the Senator from Georgia to 
make some explanation of this matter? 

Mr. CLEMENS yielded the floor. 

Mr. BERRIEN. Will the Senator from South 
Carolina say upon what particular point he wishes 
a statement from me? 

Mr. BUTLER. I 
Judge Lumpkin, president c 
ance societies of Georgia, had written to Father 
Mathew to come to Georgia and lecture; and a 
similar invitation, I know, has been made by some 
societies in South Carolina. I know that Judge 
Lumpkin had some difficulty upon the subject, but 
the precise nature of the difficulty I may not have 
stated correctly. That is the point which į wish 
the Senator from. Georgia to correct, so that my 
friend from Alabama may be able to go on with 
his remarks. Is 
“Mr. BERRIEN. With the permission of the 
Senator from Alabama, I will answer the inquiry. 
Do I understand him to yield the floor? 

‘Mr. CLEMENS assented. : 

Mr BERRIEN. Mr. President, I will say, 
before I make a statement upon the subject, that l 
have abstained from taking any part in this, dis- 
cussion, under a strong conviction that it was 
improper. Yet was strongly tempted, when the 
name of one of the citizens of my own State, one 
of the most estimable men in that State, was 
brought into the discussion, under circumstances, 
which I thought subjected him to misapprehen- 
sion, to speak, so far as to relieve him from any 
possibility of an improper motive. „Asi under- 
stand the matter, from a letter published by the 
gentleman to whom l have referred—one of the 
judges of the Supreme Court—several temperance 
societies—among the rest that of which he is 
president—bad “addressed to the reverend gentle- 
man an invitation to visit that State, for the pro- 
motion of the cause of temperance. Subsequently, 
an answer was received, probably acquiescing In 
that invitation. Subsequently to that time the 
circumstance occurred to which the honorable 
Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Hate] has 
referred. In consequence of the refusal of Father 
Mathew to accept the invitation of the society of 
Boston, a publication was made disclosing the fact 
that Father Mathew, in connection with Mr. 
O'Connell, had some years before, while in Ireland, 
united in an address to the Irish of the United 
States, enjoining upon them the belief that slavery 
is a gin, and calling upon the Irishmen in the 
United States, by every consideration which they 
held valuable, whether as regarded time: or eter- 
nity, to unite their strength and powers to destroy 


have made the statement that 
of one of the temper- 


~that institution in the United States. “In the: 


ion-of Judge Lumpkin, as expressed in that 
Father Mathew had perfect liberty to enter 
opinions upon the subject of slavery; a 
would have been no objection to the tempe nee 
societies of Georgia and other southerti States in- 
viting him among them for the promotion of the 
cause of temperance. But they saw in that paper 
the evidence of foreigners, having great influence 
among their countrymen in the United States, 
associating themselves together, and, by a public 
address to their countrymen in the United States, 
inviting them to make war upon the institutions of 
this country. Judge Lumpkin, who is as mild, 
as amiable, and as benevolenta man as any who 
exists, felt that, under the circumstances, he could. 
not, as the president of the temperance society of 
Geo gia, permitan invitation to an individual who, 
while in a foreign country, had undertaken to dis- 
turb the institutions of a portion of the people of 
the United States, and he therefore recalled the.in- 
vitation. i ; i 
Mr. CLEMENS. The facts are precisely as I 
understood them; and whatever respect L may 
have for him as a temperance advocate, L cannot 
and I will not forget that he is also an abolition 
agitator, and as such, entitled to nothing at my 
hands, save unqualified condemnation. f 
The Senator from New York has spoken of his 
interference with the subject of slavery as a rec- 
ommendation; and the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire adds that Father Mathew is not enough of 
an Abolitionist for him. Both Senators claim that 
this officious intermeddling with the property and 
the rights of others is a very praiseworthy exhibi- 
tion of Christian charity, and sympathy for the 
wrongs of the slave. Í never doubted, sir, that 
such were the opinions of those gentlemen: Their 
acts for years past have been tod unequivocal to 
admit of misconstruction. 1 know that the cruel- 
ties of the slaveholder, and the sufferings of the 
down-trodden African, have formed the chief staple 
of all their discourses. Let me tell them that it 
would be well to look a little at home, There are 
at your own doors objects of charity enough, with- 
out hunting for slaves upon whom to bestow it. 
There are at this very moment, in all your great 
cities, thousands of homeless wretches, destitute 
of food or raiment, and without a thought or an 
instinct that is not colored by crime. There are 
hordes of wretched females toiling by day and by 
night for a miserable pittance, which only adds to 
the horrors of starvation by protracting the agonies 
of the sufferer. There are bands of little children 
to whom beggary has descended as an inheritance, 
and for whom a State prison is a welcome asylum. 
Misery in all its forms—poyerty in all its rags-— 
sickness and starvation are around you; and yet, 
with a miserable hypocrisy, you must travel away. 
to the South, and waste your sympathies upon a 
population who are better clothed, better fed, who 
work less and live more happily, than four fifths 
of yourselves. You compel a poor factory girl to 
perform an amount of Jabor which is not exacted 
from healthy and robust men by the planters of the 
South—separate her from her friends and rela- 


tions—allow no one to visit her without a written 
pass from an ‘overseer, and all the while thank God. 
that you arè free from the curse of African slavery. 
Nay, more; you assume to be of a better and a 
purer‘race. You unblushingly assert, on all occa- 
sions, that while the pistol and the bowie knife 
give law to the South, you are in the constant ob. 
servance of moral and religious Prece Sir, I 
admit with regret that there are occasional scenes 
of violence among us, and that sometimes we forget 
the value of buman life; but our offences have 
always a touch of manliness in them. There are 
no petty larcenies—no outrages upon unprotected 
females—no midnight assassinations for money. 
When we stoop to imitate the brute creation, we 
take the lion, not the hyena, for our model. But, 
while I make the admission that we are not alto- 
gether free from crime, let me ask how stands the 
ease with you? The city of New York alone 
furnishes more State prison convicts than the whole 
fifteen southern States together. You tear down 
churches; burn up convents, inhabited by a few 
helpless nuns; get up processions in honor of a 
brutal prize-fighter; and raise-riots at the bidding 
of a worthless player, in which scores of lives are 
sacrificed, without dreaming that there is anything 
in all this unbecoming the descendants ofthe. Pil- 


grim Fathers. Look at home, I say; correct your. 


perate remedies.. For one, sir, yield no: inch of 
ground—no, not one hair’s breadth, Whenever: 
this anti-slavery sentiment shows itself; whatever 
form it may assume, L am ready to do batle: 
against it, The'time for half measures has -gone.. 
by. You must let us alone or take the conse-. 
quences. 0 Go D Lar 
" Mr. MASON. Mr. President, the Senator from., 
‘New York (Mr. Sewarp] has left us under no, 
misapprehension as to his opinion upon. this gues-. 
tion. [understand that that Senator, having heard. 
from the Senator from Alabama, who. has just: : 
taken his seat, that the gentleman to whom this: 
distinguished compliment is proposed to he ‘paid. 
by the American Senate, while a foreigner in a. 
foreign land, and a subject. of a monarch, el ked: 
with the authority of a church which calls itself: 
infallible, clothed with the still higher authority” 
of a successful mission in a. work of great, philan-., 
thropy and benevolence, which gave him.a com-, 
mand over his fellow-citizens superior to; that.of. 
the monarch which he obeyed,—the Senator from” 
New York, I say, having heard that a foreigner,- 
armed with some moral authority, had, indeed: 
in an address to the people of his country, then in. 
ours, urged them to embark in.a crusade for the 
demolition of that which he. denounced as a sin— 
when the Senator knew that this sin, thus de- 
nounced, was one of our domestic institutions, 
dear to the people whereit hasits existence—when 
the Senator from New York knew that interference. 
in that institution would peril the country in which 
we live—lI understood him to declare that this-act. 
of that foreigner had his approval; that he sympa- 
thized with him in what he had done; that he was 
ready here in his place, thas sympathizing, to lend. 
his powerful aid to carry on this work against the 
institutions. of the South, and called opon the 
American Senate to pay him this compliment. : 
Now, sir, what are we called upon to da? .To 
pay a compliment never yet paid to any but-one, , 
who has been called, and justly too, the t6- Aposte: 
of Liberty "the distinguished. Lifayetre, We 
are called upon to renew that compliment in fa 
of a man who, I take it upon myself to say, has 
committed an act of aggression upon the Ameri- 
can people which years of regret can never efface. 
L may not be undérstood. “I say that, it is the 
pleasure of that gentleman to connect the opinions 
of that distinguished foreigrer. on the slaye g 
tion with the compliment now asked to be paid to 
him by the American, Senate, and he calle upon.. 
men who represent southern interests to unite with 
him? ; : ES . 
Sir, what has been done? He to whom you 
propose to pay. this compliment in the resolution 
now before us, as a man of peace—as one clothed 
with the robes of the church—as one exercising 
among men a moral power unparallaled in the. 
world, by the success of his mission in a greatand | 
philanthropic effort—did lend the authority of that , 
position to interfere in that question here while. 
foreigner and in a foreign land. Has he retracted ? 
Not And we are told that we are to indorse it.. 
With that sin unexpiated, we are told that the. 
American Senate should pay a-compliment that- L, 
have said has been paid specially but once. Now, 
sir, | mean not to express any distrust of that gen- 
tleman’s mission. 1 entertain for. him feelings of 
unbounded respect and gratitude for the great mis- 
sion in which be has. embarked. l regret ex-. 
tremely that in any unguarded. moment, if it were 
so, or with any, fixed and settled design, he ever 
lent his name to apy purpose of such utter disre~ 
spect tothe American people and their institations. 
But he did it. And I humbly submit to. you, if 
you pay this compliment which is now asked of 
the American Senate, what authority have we that 


he may not feel himself called upon to connect his 


mission in, Some. manner, with: the destruction of 


slavery in the southern States? 


58 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Dec. 20, 


aeree 
Sir, Ldid-not intend to take.a part in this discus-. 
sion: 1 perfectly concurred with the Senator from 
North Carolina, (Mc. Bapeer;). but a higher de- 
gree of importance was given to it by the Senator 
from New York. I cannot indorse any such 
opinion, any such act whatever. f participate in 
the regret of those around me that this resolution 
should have been introduced. . I intend ‘no. disre- 
spect to the man; but I cannot give my vote when 
itis recommended to the American people to con- 
nect this compliment with his mission here. 1 
must, therefore, withhold my vote from the reso- 
ation. : i WTR 

Mr. HOUSTON. Humbleas I am, sir, I deem 
it just to myself, and respectful to the Senate, that 
I should assign my reasons for voting for this reso- 
lution, “[entertain. a regret as profound and sin- 
cere, L presume, as any gentleman upon this floor, 
that any question has arisen calculated to excite 
feelings not ihe most felicitous to harmony. and to 
godd understanding in this body. 
this resolution as some honorable gentlemen do; I 
cannet regard it, sir, as any test of merit beyond 

“what the great Apostle of Temperance bas mani- 
fested to the world by his advent to this country. 
If í understand it, sir, it is a sentiment responsive 
to the popular expression manifested in different 
portions of the country, and certainly without any 

olitieal intentions, so far as we have a right to 
judge. It has been demanded by gentlemen, what 
evidence have we that Father Mathew may not, 
on some future occasion, light the torch of discord 
inthe South? The fact, sir, that he bas refused 
to join the agitators of the North, and that he has 
declined to encourage any of the ultra opinions of 
the South, is, to my mind, a proof that he regards 
his mission as a mission of peace, and not himself 
as the agent of this cause. . With a full conviction 
upon my mind that his intention is purely to pro- 
mote the good of mankind—to add to the general 
sum of felicity—I am brought to the conclusion, 
sir, to support the resolution, 

f cannot see that it is at all connected withany 
political consideration whatever; and I think, from 
the evidence adduced before the Senate, that the 
very contrary is his state of feeling now, and that 
he is determined to stand aloof from all the agi* 
tations of this country; but that he might, at one pe- 
riod, from the scenes of misery surrounding him 
in Ireland, as so eloquently described by the Sen- 
ator from Alabama, have deprecated the horrors 
of slavery in any. nation; and believing it as exist- 
ing in the United States far beyond what he saw 
manifested in Ireland, in a moment of immature 

ears, compared to those he now wears, he may 

ave performed an act which was culpable. But 
if it was culpable, he has relieved himself from it 
by refusing in the United States the participation in 
the agitation which unfortunately exists in this 
country.. T commend him for it, sir. He goes 
not with atorch of discord, but with a bond of 
peace, refarmation, and redemption, to an unfor- 
tunate class in the community. 

I, sir, am a disciple. l needed the discipline 
of reformation, and I embraced it. 
upon this floor to proclaim it, sir, and would that 
I could enforce the example upon every American 


heart that influences or is influenced by filial affec- | 


tion, conjugal love, or parental tenderness. Yes, 
sir, there is love, purity, and fidelity, inscribed 
upon the banner that he bears. It has nothing to 
do with abolition or with nullification, sir. Away 
with your paltry objection to men who come bear- 
ing the binnacle above the turbid waters which un- 
fortunately roll at the foot of this mighty Republic! 

Itis unfortunate for us, that when great ques- 
tions are presented to the Senate, when the nation 


thrills, and when the heart’s core of patriotism is! 
wrung with vital affection, then comes up the ob- 


jection to courtesy and civility to a foreigner. A 
foreigner! Yes, sir; from the land of our ances- 
tors, from Erin’s Isle he came; and he came ona 
mission of peace and good-will. And could not 
this little testimony of respect indicate his wel- 
come here among the representatives of millions? 
Could not they in courtesy receive him, and ex- 
tend to him the hand of respect and the embrace 
of love? It would not: be the individual alone 
that they would elevate; but it would be the cause 
of morality; it would enable him to exert a good 
influence upon the minds of those who are to be 
the beneficiaries of American mothers, American 
m itdren, American brothers, fathers and parents— 
all. 


I cannot view || 


I am proud | 


Senate! Is it worthy of ai American Senate to 
make a victim of a patriot and philanthropist—a 
man whose mission is peace and good-will on 
earth? Sir, E will.not be guilty of it.. My reasons 
may be imperfect, but 1 know. that. my -impuises 
are ail right. rhe y ae ba 

Mr. President, if this gentleman were entitled to 
the privilege of the fluor by invitation of the Chair, 
this. is clearly a manifestation of that privilege. . lt 
is noting more. ` ftis excluding no other indi- 
vidual, sir, from. the respect. we extend to this 
apostle of temperance.. Let others present them- 
selves at the head and front of great moral aud 
social revolution, and 1 will bid them welcome. 
Lafayette was a coadjutor of liberty—a disciple 
of liberty. Washington was a coadjutor of liberty. 
Faiher Mathew is a great apostle of temperance, 


by philanthropy of soul, to the United States, to 
exténd the bencfit of his influence in reforming 
society. I bid bim welcome. lt has nothing to 
do, in my opinion, with all the noise of poliucal 
strife, and | am.not prepared to combine it with 


that kind, or manufactures of any shape, unless it 
is the manufacture of intemperate men into sober, 
respectable cruzens. That is as faras 1 will go, 
sir. But f do not think, at all times when this 
question may arise, we should consider that the 
time has passed by when prudential considerations 
shvuld Le entertained and cherished in this body. 
They are, sir, in the American people; they are at 
the citizen’s hearthstone; they are in your churches 
of sacred worship; they are in your court-houses; 
they are even upon your muster-fields, and are 
hardly yet excluded from the grog-shops in 
America. Prudential considerations! Sir, while 
liberty is outraged, while man cannot approach 
his dignity, or while the Union is worth preserv- 
ing, prudential considerations are attached to the 
great mind of society. f will cherish it properly 
on all occasions; i wilt oppose it on no occasion, 
but Í will venture everything to avert the evils 
threatened; and I will never provoke them. 1am 
| not a garrulous old man; nor am | a testy old wo- 
man, sir, to threaten this Union. [Laughter.] 

Mr. YOLEE said he would vote tor the motion 
to lay upon the table. 

If the resolution was meant asa mere act of 
courtesy to the gentleman named, it was sufficient 
reason to determine him against it, that any gen- 
Ueman belonging to the body objected to it. The 
first obligation in the way of courtesies was due 
tu each other, for the reason that in this Hail the 
Senators were nut only entitied, but obliged to be 
| present in the discharge of their public duties, and 
it was therefore more important that regard should 
be had for the feelings and satistaction of each 
other than of those who were outside, so far as 
the use and privileges of the floor were concerned. 
This is the chamber of the Senate, in which each 
gentleman who is commissioned as a Senator has 
equal right. No part of the Senate, though it be 
a majority, has any proper right to introduce upon 
this floor, by a departure from the general rales of 
| the body, any person whose presence may render 
the Hali less comfortable to any one of those who 
occupy it by legal right, and for the execution ofa 
public trust. The feelings and comfort of those 
whose duties oblige their presence here, ought not 
to be sacrificed to the gratification of any individ- 
ual whose gresence no public occasion requires, 
We owe this to a kind and respeciful consideration 
| towards each other, and to the harmonious internal 
relations of the body, upon which its public use- 
fulness so much depends. It would be sufficient 
reason with him, therefore, that a single objection 
was made to its adoption. 

But the reasons strongly stated by the Senator 
li from North Carolina {Mr. Bancer} were very 
i convincing to him; and carrying the argument be- 
|| yond the inconvenience of the precedent, it was 
| plain to him that the proposed action was wrong 
i| on the score of principle. If the resolution was not 
i| meant merely as a courtesy, but was designed as 
‘a judgment upon the cause in which Mr. Mathew 
i was engaged, the Senate would be departing from 
| its legitimate sphere of political action, and assu- 
ming the authority of censor morum. It would be 
undertaking to consider questions of abstract mor- 
als, and pass in judgment upon the manners of the 
citizens of the country—some of whom, in the ex- 
|i ercise of a rightful personal liberty, may choose to 


“And yet there is objection—objection in this | 


sent forth atthe inspiration of a patriouc heart, 


the tariff, nuilfication, abolition, or anything of 


| approve and practice in more or less degree the use 


of stimulating beverages. i 

Mr. Y. said thatit was an error to supposėè that 
any precedent whatever existed for this action— 
not even in the case of General Lafayette. . That 
distinguished soldier of liberty came. here as the 
guest of the nation, and among other ceremonies. 
enjoyed a public reception by the Senate in. its 
Chamber, upon a day appointed. With the cerez 
mony his presence in the Chamber énded; and the 
right.to general admission upon the floor was never . 
conferred upon him, by resolution or otherwise. 
Nay, more—no President of the Republic, not ex- 
cepting Washington, the Father of his Country, . 
nor any: other officer-of the Government, has ever 
enjoyed the privilege allowed by this resolution 
of admission within the bar.. The general rule of 
privilege, as may be seen by reference to the pam- 
phlet on the Secretary’s desk, is limited to the 
floor or lobby outside of the bar, | eee ne 

Mr. Y. said, that waiving all. other objections he. 
might share in with others. to. this, resolution, it. 
would be sufficient in his view that the compliment 
proposed was repugnant to the feelings of arespect- , 
able portion of the gentlemen whose public duties 


| were required to be transacted here, and tò whom 


the Chamber belonged, as fully and exclusively, 


| as to any other portion of that body. 


Mr. BADGER renewed his motion to lay the 
resolution upon the table. . 

Mr. HALE called for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. A 
Mr. CALHOUN. |, Not supposing that the yea 
and nays would be called for, I have abstained’ 
from making any remarks upon the question. . If 

the Senate wili indulge me in a few remarks: 

The VICE PRESIDENT. With. the unani- 
mous consent of the Senate, the gentleman may 
proceed, 

_Mr. CALHOUN. Mr. President, I intend. to 
limit my remarks simply to the question of laying ` 
upon the table. It is now ascertained that there 
is no precedent whatever to justify the resojution... 
We are therefore to make a precedent of this case; 
for let our vote be either affirmative or negative, it 
is a precedent. Now, sir, setting all other con- 
siderations out of view, I am not willing to make 
a precedent, It appears to me that the Senate 
itself ought to come to the conclusion, from’ this. 
very debate, of the impropriety of making this 
a precedent. It has now occupied us for hours, 
bringing up a discussion which, so far as. the gen- 
tleman is concerned who is the subject-matter of 
it, must wound his feelings much more than the 
compliment would heal them. The Senate now 
sees that Mr, Mathew cannot possibly receive the 
united invitation of this body. It must be adivided 
vote. The compliment, if it be passed, will be 
weakened; and [ submit it to every Senator, 
whether it will not be more acceptable to his feel- 
ings to lay it upon the table, upon the ground that 
we do not choose to make a precedent, than. to 
vote for it dividedly? ie oe 

The Senator from Louisiana behind me, [Mr 
Downs,] urges the reason for making this.a prece- 
dent, that it is extraordinary; that the occasion is 
peculiar, and can scarcely hereafter be repeated. 
Sir, the very fact that it is extraordinary, isa. 
motive for not making ita precedent... If you-vote - 
it down in a strong case, it will establish: the. rule 
so that it cannot be broken over hereafter. And if 
you vote affirmatively upon it, it will draw after it 
atrein that it will be impossible to resist.” You 
may_refuse this on the ground that there is no pre-: 
cedent; but if you make a precedent, then, when 
you come to object hereafter to a resolution of this 
kind, it becomes a question of merit. Now, sir, 
gentlemen know, upon a question of merit how 
difficult it is to decide. 

Sir, | must say that, in many respects, we do 
not respect ourselvesas much as we ought. There 
is not a parliamentary body in the world that ex- 
tends compliments of this kind. In the British 
Parliament it is a high honor to be introduced by 
a distinguished member of either House privately. 
No foreigner or other man ought to expect such a’ 
compliment from the United States. . We owe 
more to ourselves than to give it; and. especially 
as this goes far beyond any other—admitting him 
within the bar of the Senate, Sir, Ido hope. the 
Senate will pause before they give an affirmative 
vote. f hope they will consider it, and settle it, 
that compliments of this kind are not-to be expected 
from us. wy A : 


Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President, I have been very 


forcibly struck by the remarks -which have just 


fallen from the honorable Senator from South 
Carolina, (Mr, Catnoun;}] and from the reasons 
stated by him in opposition to the resolution under 
consideration, | feel constrained to ask of the hon- 
orable Senator from: Wisconsin, (Mr. Waxer,] 
with the unanimous consent.of the Senate, which 
I cannot doubt will be yielded, that he will with- 
draw his resolution. Jt is evident that-it cannot 
be adopted unanimously; and if adopted by a 
simple majority, it will do but little honor to the 
reverend gentleman in whose favor it was intro- 
duced. 

Mr. WALKER. Mr. President, I have already 
sgaid, sir, that in offering this resolution, l did it 
only regarding the individual to whom it refers as 
a reformer in the temperance cause. l very litle 
anticipated this debate; I had no idea that such a 
debate would grow out of it; and I do not expect 
to be more surprised at any debate during this 
session of the Senate. Gentlemen speak of the 
danger of misconstruction of their position. I have 


been the subject of misconstruction, but it has not: 


yet gone to such an extent as to win me to the 
conclugion that upon any occasion that arises here 
] must not act upon my own judgment. Gentle- 
men upon the one side may charge meas much as 
they please with voting an abolition vote, and 
upon the other side they may charge me as much 
as they please with casting a pro-slavery vote, in 
offering that resolution. dt is a matter of entire 
indifference to me from which side the charge 
comes. 1 stand before the country in the position 
of having shown some little disregard to miscon- 
struction. L occupy that position. l care not 
from which side misconstruction comes. I hold 
that no man, by a speech here, can make me 
occupy a position other than that in which I place 
myself. If the Senator from New York [Mr. 
Sewarv] has said anything calculated to embar- 
rass gentlemen, they know whether they occupy 
the position in point of fact which he has ascribed 
to them, or not. If, upon either side, speeches 
have been made placing gentlemen in a position 
they do not like to occupy, it is for them to con- 
sider whether they occupy it or not. 

My ideas of duty are these: No gentleman hasa 
right, by his speech, to place me in one position 


or another. l would be very willing to withdraw 


this resolution if the debate had not come up—if 


nothing had been said of the character of the re- 
marks which have been made; but I cannot do it 
now; not, however, because it has been announced 
that he is anti-slavery, or thathe is not sufficiently 
pro-slavery. I look upon Mr. Mathew as a phil- 
anthropic reformer, a temperance: advocate; and, 
as such, he has certainly done more good in this 
country than any other. While, therefore, I oc- 
capy that: position myself, I care not in what po- 
sition others may, by their speeches, think proper 
to place me. | propose that resolution asa com- 
pliment to Father Mathew as. a great temperance 
reformer, and nothing else. I am willing to: in- 
dorse his philanthropic course; and I hope it will 
be indorsed by the Senate of the United States. Í 
hope now that the Senate will not understand me 
as intending to place them in an unpleasant or em- 
barrassing situation; and I hope every one will 
disembarrass himself by the consciousness that he 
is doing right, in whatever position others may 
think proper to place him. ; 

The question being then taken upon the motion 
to lay the resolution on the table, it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 19, nays 34; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Berrien, Borland, But- 
ler, Calhoun, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Hun- 
ter, Mason, Morton, Pearce, Phelps, Rusk, Sebastian, Tur- 
ney, Underwood, Yulee—t9. : 

NAYS—Messrs. Baldwin, Belt, Bradbury, Bright, Cass, 
Chase, Clarke, Clay, Cooper, Davis of Massachusetts, Dick- 
inson, Dodge of iowa, Douglas, Downs, Fetch, Foote, 
Greene, Hale, Hania, Houston, Jones, Mangum, Miller, 
Norris, Seward, Shields, Sinith, Soulé, Stewart, Sturgeon, 
Upham, Wales, Walker, and Whiteomb—34. 


The VICE PRESIDENT then stated the ques- 
tion on the adoption of the resolution, and the yeas 
and nays were demanded and ordered. 

Mr. Davis, of Mississippi. “When I addressed 
the Senate in the early part of this debate, my re- 
marks were directed to a single point which had 
been forced upon my notice. The objection then 
made was suffictent to control my vote upon the 

uestion of laying the resolution on the table, and 
would alone auffice to decide my final vote upon 


minister of the Gospel, and, perhaps, 


the resolution. But there are other considerations Í 
which, since it has been decided to takea vole on 
the merits of the resolution, I wish very briefly to 
present. “ 

As an organized body, we are charged: with the- 
publie business which comes legitimately before 
us; in our character of representatives we are bound 
to guard the interests confided to us. Political 
queson and the public agents of the United 

tates constitute the proper objects of our inquiry 
and decision. We may give testimonials for pub- 
lic services rendered to the United States. By 
thanks, medals, swords, resolutions, we often at- 


test the value of services rendered by public officers; || 


but the virtue or exaltation df private character, 
the merits of the philanthropist, the savant, or the 
artist, come not within the sphere of our official 
duties. We have no charter to grant diplomas for 
private virtues, nor for philanthropic labors, nor 
for contributions to art or to science. it may be 
very well for Senators, as individuals, to express 
their commendation and high regard for the’ ser- 
vices of Father Mathew in the cause of temperance, 
but it does not belong to the Senate to reward such 
services ;nor, in my opinion, is it proper that we, 
in our official capacity, should entertain any such 
question. We-have enough of Jabor, and causes 
enough to disturb its peaceful course, without in- 
volving ourselves in the individual discriminations 
which belong to lodges, to societies, and to colleges. 
Elsewhere let his merits as a temperance reformer 
be measured—not here, not here. 

Mr. President, this resolution is an unprece- 
dented compliment, and extraordinary in its nature, 
because either a reward for services expected to be 
performed, or for those which have been rendered 
to a foreign country, of which, as the Senate of the 
United States, we cannot take cognizance. Many 
things which affect the human race beneficially or 
injuriously, have no such connection with the 
Government as to warrant us in taking official 
notice of them. Our action here must be limited 
by the powers and proper objects of the body of 
which we are members; and this excludes subjects 
which, as individuals, we might entertain. This 
is not a temperance meeting, buta session of the 
Senate; and we are here as the representatives of 
constituents, charged with transacting the public 
business, from which this is wholly apart. 

Mr. DAWSON. Mr. President, before the vote 
is taken on this resolution, I think it necessary 
that I should say,a word. This is a question of 
privilege. 1 have asked myself what part of the 
character of this distinguished advocate of temper- 
ance we were proposing to honor by granting this 
extraordinary privilege. Is it because he is:a 
member of the temperance society, or a leader in 
the great temperance reform? H that is the reason 
why we are to grant this great privilege, are there 
not thousands ‘of individuals within the limits of 
our own country, who are as well worthy of the 
distinction on that ground? Is it because he isa 
has nobly 
discharged his duty in that capacity? If itis on 
that ground, have we not thousands in our own 
country whose whole lives have been devoted to the 
interests of humanity? Have we no man within’ 
the limits of the United States, who is entitled to 
receive this privilege on the part of the Senate of 
the United States? If we seta precedent of this 
sort, what is to be the limit of it? Hf yousay that 
the great leader of the temperance reform m an- 
other country may receive it, will not the answer 
be, have you not great leaders m your own coun- 
try? [fat be said that it is because a distinguished 
minister of the Gospel is among Us, it will be re- 
plied that there are others equally distinguished 
and deserving in our own country. 

When we come to confer a distinction of this 
sort, beg you to consider that there are various 
denominations of Corisuans in the country. There 
are Catholics and there are Protestants; and it is 
not, in my opinion, the province of this body to 
make a precedent In fuvor of one class in prefer- 
ence to another. Disconnected from his character 
as a temperance lecturer or a temperance reformer, 
is there a geutieman on this floor that would vote 
this high compliment to the reverend gentieman to 
whom it 1s proposed to be paid? 1 have every 
feeling of kindness fur him; and no man would go 


guished. citizen: of my own State, alike: celebrated 


disposition would you make of such an amënd=. 


further in extending to him hospitality ànd testi- 
monials of good feeling; but i am unwilling thai 
ihe Senate should establish this precedent. Súp- 
pose that now, for the purpose of embarrassing 


this résolution, 1 were to present, nad 
the name of Father Mathew, the name of 


in the eansé-of ‘temperance, and in “all the virturs 
that coristitute thé Christian and the minister, wha 


ment? Shall.we make this ‘a “precedent? © 

connect this: question. from all the circamsta 
that have been thrown aiound it and view the 
object above them, and go. upon principle. Ettust 


that Father ‘Mathew. will so understand: its, My.: 
F believe sin- w 


objection to the resolution is an. objectio' 
precedent which it will establish. 

cerely that: the views of the Senator from South 
Carolina are in accordance with the dignity of this 


body. 

Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President, Trise to: state 
that, though J have not at all changed: my opinion: 
in regard to the merits of the venerable personage’ 
whom it is proposed, by the resolution. before us 
to-accord a seat upon the floor, yet the reasons as- | 
signed by the honorable Senator from South Caro-: . 
lina (Mr. Caruoun] for refusing to establish a new, 
precedent, seem to me too, cogent to be resisted.: 
f supposed. that the honorable Senator from Wis- 
consin had certainly looked into the precedents of 
this body before he offered his resolution. 1 had 
no idea that the adoption of it would be an inho- 
vation upon all former usages. This seems eviz" 
dently-to be the case. However much I may.’ 


pay. 
esteem the illustrious Apostle of Temperance, y 5 


shall not vote to establish a new precedent, in op: 
position to the judgments of so many ‘worthy Sens © 
ators, even to do him honor. Span aheraie: 

The question being then taken upon the adop- 
tion of the resolution, it was decided in the afirm- 
ative—yeas 33, nays 18—as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Baldwin, Bell, Bradbury. Bright, Cass, 
Chase, Clarke, Clay, Cooper, Davis of Massachusetts, 
Dickinson, Dodge of Towa, Dongtas, Downs, Feleh, Greene, 
Hamlin, Houston, Jones, Mangum, Miller, Norris, Seward, 
Shields, Smith, Soulé, Stewart, Sturgeon, Underwood, Up- 
ham, Wales, Walker, and Whitcomb—33. 

NAYS—Messrs, Atchison, Badger, Berrien, Borland, But- 
Jer, Calhoun, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Foote, 
Hunter, Mason, Morton, Pearce, Rusk, Sebastian, Turney, 
and Yulee—18. 


So the resolution was adopted. 
STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. I rise, Mr. President, 
prior to the adjournment, to ask the Senate to 
correct a mistake. I find that, as the committees. 
are reported, my name is recorded: upon three of | 
them— Public Lands, Territories, and Ciaims. In 
conversing with the gentlemen who arranged th 
business, | understand that my ‘name was placed: 
upon the Committee on Public Lands by mistakes | 
and that Mr. Corwin was intended té' be “placed” 
there. I hope that my name will, by. universal’ 
consent; be stricken from this committee, and Mr. - 
Corwin’s be placed in its-stead. le he 

Mr. SMITH. lean confirm the statement made, 
by the honorable Senator from Kentucky; and as 


I am personally, in some degree, responsible: for: 


this mistake, | am very anxious that the Senate 
should correct it. As the Co ee 
ranged, or.rather as the members of the committees , 
which have been assigned to this side of the Cham- 

ber were’arranged, 
the Committees on the Public Lands, on Agricul: 
ture, and Engrossed Bills; 
tor from Kentucky (Mr. 
signed to be placed 
tories and Claims. 

before me, but in transferring the names to the. 


As the committees ‘were ar-` 


Mr. Conwin was designed for 
and the honorable Sena- 
Unverwoon] was de- 
on the Committees on Terri- 
I have the original memoranda 


paper from which my honorable friend from North 


Carolina submitted them to the Senate, there wag 


so little time allowed me that this mistake occurred. ° 


As the appointments now stand upon the Journal. ` 
of the Senate, the distinguished and’ honorable 7 


| Senator from Obio was assigned to. the Committees” 


on Agriculture and Engrossed Bills; “and I should 
be very mach mortified—as Tam in some degree 
responsible—if this error is hot corrected. ; 
No objection being made, it was ordered that 
the Journal be corrected “by the substitution of the 
name of Mr. Corwin: upon the Commitiee: on 
Public Lands for that of Mr. UnpERWwooD: | 
Mr. NORRIS. Mr. President, I perceive by 
the printed list that my name is on the Committees 
on Claims; on Revolutionary Claims,and on the 
Patent Office 1 presume it was by mistake that 


| my name was put upon the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, and Lask the Senate to excuse me, 


from serving on that committee. 
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Mr. BORLAND submitted the following reso- || | Mr. “ROOT, under the supposition that the 


lution; which lies over- under the rule: 


“Resolved, That the Committee on Printing. be. permitted 
to employ a clerk, and tat he be alowed ‘such a rate oi 
compensation as is usually allowed iu such cases. 

A motion that when the Senate. adjourns. it 
should ‘be to meet on Monday next, was made and. 
negatived.. reg tev a deg these a 

On motion, the Senate then adjourned:: 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
| _ FRIDAY „December 21, 4849. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. || 


PRAYERS AND FASTING. 

Mr. VAS: DYKE rose,‘and sent to the Clerks 
table: the fallowing: resolution, which was read by 
the Clerks. t R 

Resolved, That a committee of two members be appointed 
by the Clerk, to invite the different clergymen of the city of 
Washington to open the sessions of this House with prayer, 
until a regular Chaplain shall be appointed, 

. Mr. JONES moved that the resolution be laid 
on the table. ' 

The reading of the resolution having been called į 
for, it was again read. 

Mr. WOOD was understoud to say, that he 
had received. some petitions from his constituents | 
remonstrating against the appointment of regular 
chaplains, The delay which had occurred in the 
organization of the House had prevented him from | 
presenting these petitions. In the mean time, not 
being prepared to vote for the resolution, he would | 
move that it be laid on the table, 

Mr. JONES suggested that it had yesterday 
been decided that no resolution was in order while 
the election of Speaker was pending. 

(Cries to arder] 

The Crenx stated the question to be oni the mo- 
tion that the resolution be laid on the table, 

And the question thereon was taken, and deci- 
ded in the negative—ayes 49, noes 74. 

So the resolution was not laid on the table, 

The question then recurring on the adoption of 
the resolution— 

Mr. KAUFMAN moved to amend it by stri- 
king out the latter portion (which limits its opera- 
tion, to the time when a.regular Chaplain shall be 
appointed.) 

Mr. K. said he desired to see how long the 
House could obtain prayers without compensa- 
tion. 

Mr. JONES moved to amend the amerdment by 
adding a proviso that. no compensation should 
hereafter be made for such pra. ers. 

On a suggestion from the Crer that the ques- 
tion should first-be taken on the motion of the | 
gentleman from Texas, (Mr. Kaurman,] Mr. J. | 
waived his motion for the moment. 

The question was then taken on the amendmentof | 
Mr. Kavrman, and was decided in the negative— | 
ayes 22, noes not counted. 

So the amendment was rejected, 

Mr JONES now moved to amend the resolu- 
tion by adding, at the end thereof, the words, | 
“ Provided that no compensation shall hereafter be 


made to such clergyman out of the contingent fand ||, 


of the House or otherwise.” 

And the question on the said amendment was 
taken, and decided if the negative without a 
division — 

So the amendment was rejected. 

And the question again recurring on the adop- 
tion of the resolution— ; 

Mr. CARTTER moved to amend it by adding, 
at the end thereof, the words, “and that the House 
do fasi during the said period.” 

The Crerx stated the 
amendment. 

And the question wag taken, but with what 
result became afterwards a matter of controversy. 
The reporter understood the amendment to have | 
been declared adopted. j 

Mr. VAN DYKE now called for the question | 
on the resolution as amended. 

The Cuerk put the question. 

Mr. ROOT moved that the resolution as amended | 
be laid upon the table. 

A conversation now took place, as to the action of | 
the Houseon Mr. Cartrer's amendment about | 
the fasting—some members insisting that the 
Clerk had declared that amendment-to have been 


question to be on this |; 


adopted, and others taking the contrary ground. 


1 upon-the table. 


| Submitted that. the House had decided that the 


| gentlemen 


amendment had been rejected, withdrew his motion 
tolay on.the table. | > oo. Dry 
- Mr. JONES submitted. that in the part of the 
House in which he sat, the distinct understanding 
had been that the amendment of the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr.:CarrreER] had: been agreed to. 
Some conversation followed. >- 
'Fellers were called for. te Ga ee 
Mr. STANLY moved that the resolution be laid 


Mr. VENABLE rose to a point of order. He 


resolution should not be laid upon the table. 
Mr. ALLEN rose, he said, not for the purpose 
of debating the matter, but—— 
[Loud calls to order.] 
Mr. ALLEN, (contmuing.) .Simply.to inform 
gentlemens— $ 
Mr. VENABLE. I call the gentleman to order. 
Mr. ALLEN (continuing.) Simply to inform 


[Loud eries to order.] 

The Crerg. The Clerk will put the question of 
order to the House. The gentleman from. Massa- 
chusetts is proceeding to debate—— 

Mr. ALLEN. Not to debate, sir. 

The Cuerkx, (continuing.) And he is called to 
order 

Mr. ALLEN, (interposing.) It is not my pur- 
pose to debate, but simply to inform gentlemen: 

[Loud cries to order.. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, moved 
that the House adjourn until to-morrow, at twelve 
o’clock. 

The motion was not pressed. 

The Cuerr. The question before the House is 
on laying the resolution and amendment on the 
table. 

Mr. CARTTER asked that his amendment 
might be aguin read. 

And ıt was accordingly read. 

The Cierk again stated the question. 

Mr. ALLEN (who had not taken his seat du- 
ing these interruptions) now said: Am I entitled 
to the floor ? 

(Cries of “ Question !’’—‘* No. debate !’—and 
calls to order] 

Mr. ALLEN, 
bate. : 

The Crerx. The question ia on laying the res- 
Olution and amendmenton the table. 

Mr. ALLEN.. Irise to inform the House of a 
fact, and. nut to debate 

[Calls to order.] 

Mr. ALLEN, (continuing.) Thatisto say, that 
gentlemen may know 

{Loud cries to order.] 

Mr. ALLEN, (continuing.) What I understood 
to be the fact, that some of the clergymen in this 
city are suspected of being Abolitionists. 

(Calls to order, and roars of laughter.) 

Mr. VENABLE. I call the genetlman from 
Massachusetts to order. 

The question was again stated by the CLERK to 
be on laying the resolution and amendment on the | 
table. 

Mr. VAN DYKE called for the yeas and nays 
on that motion. 

Mr. V. D. also demanded tellers on ordering 
the yeas and nays; but tellers and the yeas and 
nays were both refused. 

And the question was then taken and decided 
in the affirmative without a division. 3 

So the resolution and amendment were laid on- 
the table. 


I claim the floor, but not to de- 


DEBATE. 


Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, rose and sent to | 
the Crerx’s table a resolution which he desired to 
offer, and which was read in the following words: 

Resolved, That the rule adopted onjthe 14th instant, pro- 
hibiting debate until a Speaker shall ^i ive heen elected, be 
and the same is hereby suspended until the committees, 
appointed by the Whig and Democratic parties to confer 


upon the matter of organizing the House, shall have re- 
ported. 


The resolution having been read— 

Mr. CASEY moved thatit be laid on the table. 

Mr. KAUFMAN made a similar motion. 

Mr. ROOT remarked, that not having heard the 
reading of the resolution, he would ask that it be: 
again read, : 

And the resolution was-read accordingly, 


| on that. motion, 


|t be laid upon the table, 


tion that the resolution be laid on the-table.’. And 


| the Clerk put the question, and stated: that from 


the sound he thought it was decided. in the affirma- 
tive. ; 
Mr. CLINGMAN called for tellers. 

Tellers. were ordered, and Messrs. HAMPTON 
and Levin were-appointed. 


And the question, “ Shall this resolution be laid ©- - 


upon the table??? was then taken, and the affirma- : 
tive vote was announced as 119. 

So (a majority of the whole number of members 
eldcted having voted in the affirmative) the resolu- 
tion was laid on the table. i 

Mr. ASHMUN rose, and proceeded to remark `. 
that he thought. it must be very obvious to both 
sides.of the House that: the motion : 

[Loud calls to order. 

Mr. ASHMUN. I move that the House ad- 


journ until Monday at twelve o’clock. : 
Mr. CLINGMAN called for the yeas and nay 


The Cuerx. It is moved: by the gentleman: 
from Massachusetts (Mr. Asumun] that when this. | 
House. adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Monday~: 
next at twelve o'clock. Ss 

Mr. ASHMUN. That is not. my motiof... It 
is, that the House do now adjourn until Monday 
at twelve o’clock. 

The Cierx so stated the motion, and put to the 
House the demand of Mr. Cuneman for the yeas 
and nays, 

They were ordered, and having been taken, 
were—yeas 71, nays 143. : 

So the House refused to adjoùrn to. Monday 
next. . 
Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, moved. that the 
House adjourn until to-morrow at twelve o'clock, 

Tellers were ordered and appointed, (Messrs. 
Cuweman of North Carolina and Rosinson of - 
Indiana.) ; . 

And the question having been taken, the affirm- 
ative vote was declared to be 123. 

The CLerK announced that a majority of the 
whole number of members elected having. voted — 
in the affirmative, the motion to adjourn was: 
agreed to. a hes ond 

Mr. CROWELL demanded the yeas and nays. 

The Crerx stated the demand, and was pro- 
ceeding to ascertain if it was sustained, when— 

Mr. JONES rose .to a point of order. It was 
this: that a majority. of the House had voted in: 
favor of adjournment; and that the House, there- 
fore, stood adjourned until to-morrow at twelve: : 
o'clock, We can (remarked Mr. J.) decide. the > 
question as to the yeas-and nays to-morrow. 

Mr. LEVIN (in another part of the- House): 
suggested that the House had already adjourned, 
the CLegK having announced the vote. : 

The Crer put the question of order raised by 
the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] to the 
House in this form, “That the question on the 
yeas and nays could not he put, because the House, - 
by its own motion, had already adjourned.” - 

(Much confusion and great merriment.] j 

Mr. CROWELL demanded the yeas and nays 
on the point of order. 

Mr. HOUSTON moved that the point of order 


Mr. CROWELL demanded the yeas and nays: 


ron that motion, but did not press the demand.: 


The question was then taken, ‘‘ Shall the point 
of order be laid upon the table?’ and was decided 
in the affirmative. 

So the point of order was laid on the table. 

The.question then recurred on ordering-the yeas. 
and nays on the motion that the House adjourn. 

Mr. JONES. That question has been already 
decided 

[Cries tovorder. . 

Mr. JONES, (continuing.) And the House 
standa adjourned 

[Cries to order.] 

Mr. JONES, (continuing.) 1 make the point ` 
of order now, i 


Mr. SCHENCK inquired whether it would not 


j| be in order for every member who thought that 


the House had adjourned to go away? For his 
own part, not thinking that the House had ade 
journed, he should stay. i 
Mr. McCLERNAND made a remark or sugges» 
tion, of which nothing was heard on the left-of the.: 
Chair. yee 
Mr. BINGHAM roseto a point of order. It 


The Cy.erx stated the question-tobe on the mo- 


was understood to be this; that the. motion to lay 


1849. 


on the table the question of order carried ‘with ‘it 
also the motion to adjourn.’ i R SneNe 

Mr. VENABLE objected 
one point of order upon another. > ~ 

The Crer. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
CroweLL] has demandėd the yeas and nays. ` 

Mr. JONES, (interposing.) My question of 
order is, that the point of order having been laid 
upon the:table, this: House stands adjourned-until 
to-morrow at twelve o'clock. OS eES TES os 

{Several voices: “That is no.question of order.”] 

The House ‘avid the Clerk ‘seemed to take a 
breathing ‘spell for a few moments, during which 
there was a sort of pause. ` : 

The Cienrx then stated the point of order of the 
gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] to be, that 
the Hovse did now actually stand adjourned until 
to-morrow at twelve o’clock. ? 

[Roars of laughter.] 

The Cierx put the question on the point of or- 
der, and the affirmative vote having been taken— 

Mr. SCHENCK submitted whether the gentle- 
man from Tenneesse (Mr. Jones] could raise a 
point of order afier the House had adjourned; for 
the gentleman said that the House had adjourned. 

Mr. JONES: I have a right to stay here as 
long as any one elsé. (Roars of laughter.) 

The Crerk: The point of order of ‘the gentle- 
man from Tennessee is‘before'the House; thar is, 
that the House:stands: adjourned- Pata 

co [Roars ofdddghter:Jo 0% - ues AHS 

Mr JONES. Did not the majority vote to ad- 

-journ?’”’ You said so, Mr. Clerk; and that was the 
“decision of the House. 

The Cierc. Gentlemen in favor of the point 
of order will say aye. 

The vote was taken. 

The Cierk. The House sustains the point 
of order; therefore, this House stands adjourned 
until to-morrow, at twelve o’clock 

So the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Fray, December 21, 1849. 


Mr. Wessrer appeared in his seat. 
A message was received from the President of 


the United States by Col. Burss, his Private Sec- 
retary. 
Mr. WALKER moved that the Chair fill the 


vacancy in the Committee of Revolutionary Claims, 
occasioned by Mr. Norris having been excused 
from serving on the same; which motion was 
agreed to. 

The -VICE PRESIDENT nominated Mr. 
‘Cuase, of Ohio, to fill said vacancy. 

The following ‘resolution, submitted yesterday 
by Mr. Boruann, came up in its order: 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Printing be authorized 
to employ a clerk, to whom the usual per diem compensa- 
tion shall be paid out of the contingent fund of the Senate. 

The question having been put by the Chair, the 
motion appeared to have been lost, from the sound 
of the noes. : 

Mr. BUTLER suggested that the resolution had 
better be laid on the table, as the Senator who.sub- 
mitted it was not then in his seat. If he were, 
probably he might be able to show the necessity 
of the adoption of the resolution; and he would 
therefore move that it be laid on the table for the 
present. on 

Mr. HAMLIN said if the Senator from South 
Carolina would withdraw his motion to lay it on 
the table, perhaps he, as chairman of the commit- 
tee, might satisfy the Senate as to the necessity of 
its adoption. , 

The moton having been withdrawn— : 

Mr. H. adverted to the very arduous duty im- 

osed on the Committee on Printing, and showed 
that the committee could not get on with its duties 
without the aid of a clerk. 

The question was then j 
the resolution, and decided in the afirmative. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD desired to present a me- 
morial, but it was ruled to be out of order by the 
Chair. 

Mr. BERRIEN moved that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of Executive business; which 
motion was agreed to. i 7 

The VICE PRESIDENT ordered the galleries 
to be cleared; and afier some time spent In Execu- 
tive session, the doors were reopened. 

On motion, it was ordered that when the Senate 
adjouras, it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 

On motion, the Senate then adjourned. 


that this was piling 


put on the adoption. of |! 


had been adopted, it would not be in order to de- 


Mt; TOOMBS, (continuing. 


| I am to have the floor as 


-HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, - 
Zooo oe Satorpar, December-22, 1849... aa 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
"RESULTS OF THE CONFERENCE. 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, rose and said, 
that he desired to present a proposition to the 
House. He presumed that, under the rule-which 


bate it. He would, however, be permitted to say, 
that it was a proposition known to have been pre- 
sented on the part of the committee appointed by 
the Whig caucus, to confer with a similar. com- 
mittee appointed by the Democratic caucus 

Mr. ROOT, (interposing.) Te this in order un- 
der the resolution prohibiung debate? 

Mr. STANTON. 1 do not mean to debate. 


Mr. ROOP. [know it. But it is talk, and 
that is out of order. ` ie 

The Crerx. “The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
Root] rises 16 a point of order. oa 


Mr. TOOMBS rose, and claimed the right to be 
heard as to the power of this House to pass the 
oriler prohibiting debate. ar de 

[Calis to order.] f 
) desire to show 
that this House has not’ the constitutional power 


‘to pass any rule öf order. 
:* {Loud cries to order from all parts of the 
‘House: : j Š 


] ; 

Mr. TOOMBS, (continuing.). I intend to insist 
upon it asa constitational rizht, at all’ hazards. 

Mr. STANTON, of ‘Tennessee, called the gen- 
tleman from Georgia to order. i 

Mr. TOOMBS. ‘The gentleman will take his 
seat. No man has the right to call me to order. 

Mr. SPANTON. But I had the floor. 

Mr. TOOMBS. lt was given to me, 

Mr. ROOT. I have no objection to hearing the 
gentieman, if the same privilege is extended to all. 
But Í have been gagged down once, and I object 
to other gentlemen proceeding. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Iam upon the floor, and there 
is no rule of this House by which any gentleman 
can interrupt me, or by which any order of this 
House can be enforced. 

Mr. STANTON. I appeal to the gentleman 
as a matter of courtesy between him and me. 1 
was on the floor addressing the House-—— 

Mr; TOOMBS, (interrupting ) As a matter of 
courtesy | yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. STANTON, (continuing.) And certainly 
you will not tage the floor from me. 

Mr. INGE. [ask the gentleman from Tennes- 
see [Mr. Sranron] to yield the flour to me to sub- 
mit a motion to rescind this rule. 

Cries of “ Agreed! agreed!?’} 

Mr. STANTON yielded. 

Mr. INGE moved that the resolution of the 14th 
instant, prohibiting debate until the election of 
Speaker, be rescinded, 

Mr. PECK said, if the motion were adopted, it 
would open the door to discussion upon every 
subject. He moved so to amend the motion as to 
allow debate alone upon resolutions looking to an 
organization of the House. 

This amendment was not insisted upon. 

Mr. TOOMBS. The question before the. House 
is on the motion to rescind the rule. Is the gen- 
tleman from Alabama upon the Boor? 

Mr. INGE. No. l make the motion. I do 
not propose to debate it, _ 

Mr. TOOMBS inquired 
Tennessee, [ VIr. Stanton, ] tf be yielded the floor? 

Mr. STANTON. | do, if it is understood that 
soon as the question is 
decided. 1 have no objection to its being debated. 
l yield the floor for that purpose. 

Mr. INGE, (to Mr. Toomss ) I hope the gen- 
tleman from Georgia will yield to my motion, and 
allow the question to be put. If the House vote 
it down, the gentleman can then make his point. 

Mr. TOOMBS (still remaining upon the floor) 


of the gentleman from 


| said: I desire to be heard, to show this House 
| that they had no right to pass such an order as 


they adopted on the 14th instant; that, according 
to the Constitution and the act of Congress of 
1789, this House has not the right to pass that or 
any other rule, That is the simple ‘question. 

wish to address myself to that point. 
gentlemen inquire whether they have the right to 
pass so important a rule, which abridges the free- 


dom of speech, and violates the Constitution of | 


the country? Is it true that the majority shall 


* 


Georgia to order. ‘T object to his proceeding, 
less the same right is extended to others: 
© Mr. TOOMBS, (to Mr: Roop J T'deny you 
authority to interrupt me, By what authority 
does the gentleman from Ohio interrupt mè? The’ 
-House has no rules by which it can enforce its 
orders. : SoTi 

Mr.. ROOT. By the some authority under 
which the House called me to order yesterday, -` 

Mr. TOOMBS, I deny the right of the gentle- 
man from Ohio to call me to order. l claim the 
constitutional right of the freedom of ‘speech, and 
Ideny that this House, under the law of 1789, 
has the right to pass such an order, ie 

Mr ROOT, (interrupting.) IF the House will 
let the gentleman speak and gag down another, 
fet them do it. I protést‘against it, in the name of 
justiceand my constituents, ae cag 
Mr. TOOMBS. demand to know by. what 


iastant. 

tule by which the 

you toorder, > : 5 
Mr. TOOMBS. You have no i 


Mr. STANLY, 
prohibiting debate . until ‘after the election “of 
Speaker. The majority of the House having 
adopted that rule, it ìs the duty of each member'to 
obey it. ak 

Mr, TOOMBS. There is no such rule. The 
majority of the House having refused to adopt the 
rules of the House, there is no rule by which the 


gentleman can call me to order. The majority of 
the House must adopt rales for their own govern- 
| ment before they can enforce any rules. The strict 
observance of rules and of first principles is. the 
only security for a minority. ' 

Mr. VAN DYKE. l call the gentleman to 
order, i : i 

Mr. TOOMBS. I deny the right of any, man 
of this floor to call me to order, and I do not yield 
the floor for that purpose. Edomot yield. =: 

Mr. VAN DYKE. Nor-I either.” I cluim the 
right to require the gentleman to observe the order 
of the House. ` n: 

Mr. TOOMBS. Very well; the gentleman may 
call; he may violate the decorum of ‘the House 
and of debate, if he please; but I have the floor, 
and I shall exercise my right of discussion. ` 

Mr. DUER. Fam willing to hear the gentle- 
man from Georgia, and 1 propose that: the unani- 
mous consent be given, to allow that gentleman, 
and all other gentlemen, to discuss the point. 

Mr: TOOMBS, (continuing.) There is no rule 
of this House to enforce its order, and if this 
House say they wili not hear me upon the consti- 
tutional question—— i 

{Calls to order.} 

Mr. BAKER. I move that by unanimous con- 


Will not] 


sent the gentleman from Georgia be allowed to de- 
bate this question. a ee 

[Cries of “ No, no P?—* Reneal 
allow, every gentleman to speak.” i 

Mr. BAKER. I make that distinct motion. I 
call upon the Clerk to put the questions = n 

Mr. TOOMBS. Ifthe Housesee fitto give the 
unanimous consent, | have no objection; but I de- 
sire it to be understood, L waive no right. I de- 
mand as a right, in the name of my constituents, 
to be heard. Re ea, ; 

Mr. INGE called attention to the fact that the 
motion of the gentleman: from INinois [Mr. Bà- 
xer] could not be received, as there was already a 
question pending. upon his motion to rescind the 
resolution of the 14th instant. 

The CLerk,; (to Mr. Toomss ji “Will the gen- 


your rule, and 


Ueman from Georgia allow me to put the question 
upon the mation to rescind the rule? 

Mr, TOOMBS. No. J have the floor. Ldeny 
The constitutional right-of this House to pass that 
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reso ution, or'any other rule or resolution. It is 
an anauthorized infringement of the great right of 
freedom of speech. The Constitution and the law 
of 17389-—— 

{Loud cries to order.] | 

Mr. TOOMBS. You may cry order, gentlemen, 
till the heavens fall; you cannot take this place 
from me. 1 have the right.to protest against this 

“transaction. It ia with you to say whether. this 
right shall be yielded, and when it shall be. yielded., 
I desire, then, gentlemen of the House, to show that 
you are without rules, and that no orders can 

[Cries to order—‘‘ Sit down; you have no right 
to debate.”] -- ` : 

Mr. TOOMBS, (continuing.) I am attempting 
to.show to you that no man can rise to order-—— 

[Calls to order.] 

Mr, STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I call the 
gentleman to order. ` f 

Mr. TOOMBS, (continuing.) I say that, by the 
law. of 1798, this House, antiia Speaker is elected 
and gentlemen have taken the oath of office, has 
no right to adopt any rules whatsoever. 

(Loud cries of Order t?) 

Mr. TOOMBS. Gentlemen may amuse them- 
selves by crying order. 

[Calla to order.} 2 

Mr. TOOMBS. ButI have the right, and I in- 
tend to maintain the right to ` : 

Mr. VAN DYKE. I call upon the CLerx to 
put the question, and let us see whether the gen- 
tleman will disregard the order of this House. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I have the floor, and the 
CreRK cannot put the question. I submit that 
© {Calls to. order} 

Mr. TOOMBS, (continuing.) The Crerx has 
not the right to put the question of order. 

[i Order t order t” 

Mr. TOOMBS, (continuing.) That it cannot 

„bedone. The House has no right. Gentlemen 
may cry “order,” and interrupt me. It is mere 
brute force, attempting, by the power of lungs, to 
put down a gentleman in the exercise of his 
right. 

(Cries to order. 

Mr. TOOMBS, (continuing.) But gentlemen 
cannot deprive me of my rights. I shall insist 
upon them to the last extremity. 

Mr. VAN DYKE. It is for the House to de- 
cide whether the gentleman is in order or not. 

The Crerx. The gentleman from New Jersey 
rises to a question of order, and calls the gentle- 
man fiom Georgia to order. The question sub- 
mitted to the House is-—— 

Mr. TOOMBS, (stil! retaining the floor.) I deny 
the right of the. CLerx to put the question. I 
have the floor; and I submit that the CLerx has 
not the right to put this question until I have 
yielded the floor. Where (addressing the Clerk) 
is your authority ? 

The Creng. The resolution adopted by the 
House on the 14th instant. 

Mr. TOOMBS There is none. 

Mr. T. remained upon the floor and was pro- 
ceeding with his remarks, while— . 

The Currx at the same time was propounding 
the question of order to the House, which was, 
that the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. Van 
Dyxe] having called the gentleman from Georgia 
“{Mr. ‘Toomss] to order, the question for the House 
to decide was, whether the gentleman from Geor- 
gia should be allowed to proceed. 

The question was put, and the Creru announced 
that without a division the point of order was sus- 
tained by the House, and the gentleman from 
Georvia decided out of order. 

Mr TOOMBS was still upon the floor, and had 
been speaking during the entire time in whith the 
question upon the point of order was propounded 
and taken, and the vote declared. 

Mr. T. continued: Having the right to the floor, 
I shall proceed to the argument of this question. 

[Cries of ** Order!’?’—much conversation and 
confusion in all parts of the Hall.] S 

Mr. TOOMBS, (continuing.) [can speak if gen- 
tlemen interrupt and speak at the same time. — 

The Crerx (while Mr. T. was still continuing 
-to spreak) stated that the question now recurred 
upon the motion of the gentleman from Alabama 
[Mr. Ince] to rescind the resolution of the 14th 
instant prohibiting debate until after the election of 
Speaker. 

{Calls for the question—‘* Call the roll !’”7] 

Mr. TOOMBS. I deny the right of the CLERK 


| “aye; 


to put the question. -Fam upon the floor, and it is 
my right to—— here : 

[Calls for the yeas'and nays from various parts 
of the House} F i 

The Crerg, (Mr. T. still upon the floor.) The 
yeas and nays are demanded upon the: motion of 
the gentleman from Alabama, (Mr. Ince.] Gen- 
tlemen, you who are in favor of agreeing to the 
motion will, when your names are called, say 
3” those of a contrary opinion will say 
t no,” The Clerk-will call the roll. 

. Mr. TOOMBS, (continuing.) I deny the right 
of these gentlemen to—-— í 

[Cries of ** Order !?’—** Call the rolt!?’] 

Mr. TOOMBS. I shall debate the question, 
whether you call the roll or not. 

[Great confusion. ] 

Mr. BRECK. I move that this House do now 
adjourn. 

Mr. TOOMBS, (continuing.). I keep upon the 
floor. Shall the Clerk deprive me of my constitu- 
tional rights? [“Order, order.’’] Shall members, 
by crying “order,” deprive me of those rights? 
I desire to show my rights under the Constitution. 
You do well to call the roll, and to cry  order;”? 
{loud calis to order]—but I deny the right of any 
and every man to interrupt me. 


(Cries of * Go it, Toombs’*—* Call the roll? | 


“ Order” —and great confusion. In the midst of 

this, and while Mr. T. was still addressing the 

House— . as 
The CLerx.commenced to take the yeas and 


j Bays, on the motion of Mr. Inen: 


` Mr. TOOMBS continued tó speak. 

(Great contusion prevailed.) 

He said: If you seek, by violating the common 
law of Parliament, the laws of the land, and the 
Constitution of the United States, to put me down, 
(* order, order’’—** call the roll,’?} you will find 
ita vain and futile attempt. [** Order, order.” I 
am sure Lam indebted to the ignorance of my char- 
acter of those who are thus disgracing themselves, 
({ ‘order, order,’’] if they suppose any such efforts 
as they are now making will succeed in driving 
me from the position 1 have assumed. [** Order, 
order.”’] ft is too strongly planted in the very 
foundations of public liberty. [“ Order, order.’’] 
I stand upon the Consututioa of my country, upon 
the liberty of speech, [‘torder, order,”’} which you 
have treacherously violated, and upon the rights 
of my constituents, and your fiendish yells may 
be weil raised to drown an argument which you 
tremble to hear. You claim and have exercised 
the power to prevent all debate upon any aad every 
subject, [‘‘order, order,” }] yet you have not even 
as yet shown your right to sit here at all, If will 
not presume that you have any such right—[“or- | 
der, order,” |—I will not suppose that the Ameri- 
can people have selected such agents to represent 
them; and I therefore demand that they shall 
comply with the act of 1739, before I shall be 
bound to submit to their authority. [Loud cries | 
of “Order, order.) ‘The second section of that 
act is these words: 

“That at the first session of Congress after every 
general election of representatives, the oath or affir- | 
mation aforesaid shall be administered by any one 
member of the Huuse of Representatives to the 
Speaker, and by him to all the members present, 
and to the Clerk, previous to entering on any other 
business. ”? 

This you have not done. [*Order, order.”’] 
Your power to make rules for your own govern- | 
ment does not belong to you in your unorganized 
condition. [Cries of “Order.”] You must first 
be sworn to obey the Constitution before you can 
bind me, or yourselves, or any other citizen, by 
your rules. {Loud cries of “Order, order.’’} 


You refuse to hear either the Constitution or i 


the law, or the comments upon it. Perhaps you 
do well to listen to neither; they all speak a voice 
of condemnation to your reckless proceedings. 
But if you will not hear them, the country will, 
Every freeman, from the Atlantic to the Pacific 
shore shall hear them, and every honest maa will 
consider them. They are the securities for his 
rights as wellasmine. You cannotstrfle the voice 
that shall reach their ears. The electric shock 
shall proclaim to the freemen of this Republic 
[‘‘Ocder, order”] that an American Congress, hav- 


tion and the laws, to conceal those enormities, have 
disgraced the record of their proceedings by 


f 
i 
i 
ing conceived the purpose to violate the Constitu- i 


tives shall not be heard in their defence; and finding 
this illegal resolution inadequate to-secure:so vile 
an end, have resorted to brutish yells and-cries, to 
stifle the words of those whom ‘they cannot intim- 
idate. - [“ Order, order.””} The law is clear, plain, 
conclusive. You cannot answer it. lt has been 
solemnly affirmed by an American Congress in 
1839. [“ Order,order.”’] I read from the Congres- 
sional Globe, page 56: On motion of Mr. Drom- 
goole, of Virginia, to adopt the standing rules and 
orders of the (then) last House of Representatives 
as the rules and orders of that House, it was 
moved by Mr. Lewis Williams to lay the resolu- 
tion on thatable. Mr. W.C. Johnson here made 
a point of order, that by the act of 1789, to which I 
have referred, the House had no power to adopt 
„rules until they were sworn. The Speaker (Mr. 
R. M. T. Hunter) suggested that the better way of 
deciding the question would be on the motion (of 
Mr. Williams) to it Jay. on the table. The yeas 
and nays were called, and the resolution was laid 
upon the table by the casting vote of the Speaker: 
Congress thus deciding that, even after. d imore 
advanced stage of the proceedings, after a Speaker 
was elected, the House could not, before:its mem- 
bers were sworn, even adopt rules for ‘their-own 
government. [The Clerk still continued. :to-call 
.the rol],a few members were: answering, others 


|| inquiring what was the question, others demand- 


ing that their names, should be called, and great 
confusion; during all of which, Mr. T. -held: on 
in his remarks. ] : ee ee 

L ask (said Mr, T.) by what. authority. that 
man (pointing to the Clerk’s desk):stands..there 
and calls those names? By what authority. does 
he interfere with the rights of. a member.of this 
House? [The Clerk continued to.call.]...Heé is 
an intruder, and how dares he to interrupt mem- 
bers in the exercise of their constitutional rights? 
Gentlemen, has the sense of shame departed with 
your sense of right, that you permit a creature, 
an interloper, in nowise connected with you, to 
stand at that desk and interrupt your order. [**Or- 
der, order.’?] a 

l have shown you that the Elouse of . Repre- 
sentatives decided this question in 1839, pendin 
the New Jersey contested election. Atthe hea 
of the names affirming it, stands that of John Q. 
Adams—a gentleman distinguished at least for his 
vast and varied knowledge of constitutional law 
and the science of government. The members of 
the House whose seats were not contested having 
decided (before they were sworn or organized) 
that the votes of certain members of New Jersey 
should not be counted, and the validity of that de- 
cision being insisted upon, Mr. Adams said, “That 
decision was illegal, unconstitutional, | null and 
void, on the ground, also, that the Hlousé, in its 
then unorganized state, had no power under the 
Constitution to decide any question.” The his- 


i| tory of that whole controversy shows such to have 


been the general opinion of the House, as I am . 
prepared to show from the debates now before me; 
but as the House seems to be a little more patient, 
I will not inflict further quotations upon them. 
The House continued, without making any new 
rules, for days, until it was finally organized, and 
the members were sworn; then rules were adopted 
for its government. à : 
If, then, the House, before its organization, 
could decide no question, how can it enact a law, 
binding upon its membgrs, abridging the liberty of 
speech? I venture to say that no such rule: was 
ever before adopted ig any deliberative assembly. 
lt is without a precejen: in the annals of civiliza- 
tion. Even the revolutionary tribunals of France, 
during the Reign of Terror, did not soil their blood- 
stained records with an order denying the liberty 
of speech. This deed was reserved for yon, rep- 
 resentatives of a free people. [‘‘Order! order!] 
What, then, is your condition ?>—what your rights, 
and what your duties, in your present condition ? 
Under the Constitution yon have the right“ to 
; choose your Speaker and other officers.” This 
i mast be done in conformity to existing laws, for 
/ you cannot now make a new law. 


: tution and statute law, is your law.. By it. you 
lare bound, until you are in a condition to make 
others. It is amply sufficient for all. legitimate 
| purposes of organization. . Thirty. Congresses 
have met and been organized under it, and no such 


placing upon ità resolution that their representa- 


| tyrannical proceeding as that which you have 


1849. 


adopted has ever been deemed-necessary.. What || 


now do you pretend to have for it? Its adoption 
was probably an inadvertence;. it -was-certainly 
without debate or consideration; but now you want 
it, and you hold on to it in order to enable you to 
perpetrate another wrong on. the Constitution, by 
passing the resolution now before the House, and 
foisting a Speaker upon it, by a -plurality of votes 
instead of a majority. There is no impediment in 
the way of your performance of your constitutional 
duties. Your path is plain, your duty clear. 

But you find yourselves trammeled -by your 
hasty ties. Your plain duty is to break these 
ties, and perform your constitutional duty; but 
you prefer to break the Constitution of your 
country. Therefore you will this day do what 
you have already determined in caucus to do—you 
will delegate that power which the Constitution 
vests in the House of Representatives to a minori- 
ty of that House, and you will permit that 
minority to exercise your constitutional duty to 
choose a Speaker. A power delegated to the 
House must be used by a majority of the House. 
In Jefferson’s Manual we find the true and correct 
doctrine laid down, page 183:,**The voice of the 
majority decides; for the lex majoris partis is the 
law of all councils, elections, &c., where not 
otherwise expressly provided.’’ Ht is not other- 
wise provided in the Constitution, nor laws, nor 
rules of Parliament, nor in any rule of any pre- 
ceding Congress. They one and all, where the 
question is referred to, sustain the majority rule. 
lt is the basis of our whole system. The will of 
any assembly can only be known bya majority. 
Therefore, whether every member of Congress is 
present, or but a majority of one, it is but a 
‘ House,” and a majority must declare its will. I 
therefore demand of you, before the country, in 
the name of the Constitation and of the people, to 
repeal your illegal rule, reject the one on your 
table, and proceed to the discharge of the high 
duties which the people have confided to you, ac- 
cording to the unvarying precedents of your pre- 
decessors and the law of the land. 


| 


[During the latter part of Mr. T.’s speech, the | 


House was more tranquil. ] 

Mr. Toomss resumed his seat. 

While he was speaking, the Cuers had pro- 
See in the call of the roll about twenty names. 

esponses had been given by a few of the gentle- 
men called, but the disorder was so great that it 
was impossible for gentleinen from their seats to 
make their answers audible to the Clerk. Many 
gentlemen, therefore, left their places and gathered 
in the area in front of the Clerk’s table, indiscrim- 
inately calling upon the Clerk to record their votes. 

{There were now cries from all sides of “ Call 
the roll!—call the roll!”’] 

Mr. ROOT. What is the question, Mr. Clerk? 

The Crerx. The question is upon rescinding 
the resolution of the 14th instant. 

Mr, ROOT. Well, has any question been taken? 

The Cuerk. Several gentlemen have been called. 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana. I propose that the 
Clerk again commence the roll—some ofus could 
not hear when our names were called. 

The Crerx again commenced the roll, calling 
the name of * Nathaniel Albertson’’—but the con- 
fusion was so great that he was not heard in many 


parts ef the Hall. ; 

Mr. VINTON. Mr. Clerk, is my name re- 
corded ? 

The Crerx. No; the roll has not been called 
through. 


Mr. VINTON suggested, as a point of order, 
that the roll could not 
tlemen whose names w 
them. 

Mr. R. M. McLANE called upon the Clerk to 
announce the result of the vote. 

The Cienk stated that the vote had not yet been 
taken, and again announced the question to be 
upon the motion of the gentleman from Alabama, 
to rescind the resolution of the 14th instant, upon 
whieh the yeas and nays (he s 
corded. Gentlemen who were m favor of the res- 
olution would, when their names were called, an- 
swer “aye; gentleme 
would answer “no.” 
roll. 

The roll was again called.* 

When the name of Mr. Morse was called— 

Mr. M. rose and said, that he desired, if the 
House was willing to hear him, to say a few 


ere not recorded could enter 


The Clerk would call the 


be called over again; gen- |! 


e said) had been re- | 


n of a Contrary opinion | 


jected, he should not make any further effort to 


| nunrber of votes 


words.in-explanation of the vote he-should give.’ 


If the’ House was not willing to hear him, he 


should then decline to vote.” 
‘Hearing no objection— ue 

Mr. M. was about to proceed, when— - 

Mr. ROOT called him to order. = i 

Mr. MORSE said he did not desire to force 

himself upon this House; but he asked the favor 

of being heard. : : j 
Mr. ROOT objected. - He was not willing, he 

said, that the House should gag down one mem- 

ber, and allow another to be heard. ees 
Mr. MORSE. said, if a single. gentleman ob- 


be heard. He repeated that he did not desire to 
force himself upon the House. : 

Mr. ROOT persisted in his objection, other 
members calling on Mr. Morse to proceed. 

Mr. MORSE took his ‘seat; remarking that he 
should not vote. 

Mr. WILLIAMS said, that he would himself 
very well like to give his reasons also. 

The roll having been called through— 

The Cierx announced the vote as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Alien, Anderson, Ashe, Baker, Bayly, 
Bingham, Bocock, Booth, Bowdon, Bowie, Brooks, Albert 
G. Brown, Burt, Chester Butler, E. C. Cabell, Joseph Cable, 
George A Caldwell, © mypbeti, Cartter, Cievetand, Clingman, 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, Coicock, Cole, Disney, Duncan, 
Durkee, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, Freedicy, Gid- 
dings, Gihuvre, Gorman. Green, Hackett, Haralson, Harlan, 
Harmanson, [shan G. Harris, Sampson W., Harris, Thomas 
L. Harris, Henry; Hihiard, Holladay, Holmes, Houston, 
Howard, Hubbard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, James L. Jonn- 
son, Robert W. Johnson, J ues, Preston King, ba Sére, Job | 
Mann, Marshall, Mason, McG mghey, Robert M. McLane, 
McMullen, MrQueen, Me Wiliie, Meade, MiHson, More- 
head, Moris, Morton, Olds, Orr, Owen, Parker; Piuuan, | 


Powell, Richardson, tiobbins, Root, Ross, Savage, Schenck, || 


F. P. Stanton, A. H. Stephens, Suong, Sweeter, Thomas, 


|i The C 


|| to Wednesday next, at twelve o'clock i”? 


adjourn from day to day, an 
ance of members. - > ; Sere ; 
Mr. JONES said, that in reply to--the constitu- 
tional point raised by the gentleman from Georgia, 
| [Mr. Srepnens,} he (Mr: J.) would only remark 
that the Constitution provided that Jess than a 
quorum. might adjourn from day to day. And 
the Constitution did not prohibit a quorum, from 
adjourning over for the period of three days, 
The: Crenx.. The gentleman from Georgia 
raises a point of order. ee ; 
Mr. STEPHENS, (interposing ) Nota point of 
order... My object was merely to call attention:.to 
the constitutional point. My opinion is, that the 
House cannot adjourn over. ne ene, 
Mr. WILLIAMS saidthat he did not under- 
stand the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Srernens } 
as designing to make a point of order, but simply 
as making a suggestion to gentlemen-aboul to vute 
on the main proposition to adjourn over to Wed- 
nesday: SUB Ee ghee et 


LERK then put the question on the derma d 
for the yeas and nays, and they were ordered... < 
Andine qnesiion, * Will this’ Houge: adjourn: 


Jacob Thompson, Toombs, Veuable, Waldo, Waliate, Wat- | 
kins, Wellborn, Wilmot, Wood, and Woordward—97. 
-NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Alston, A-hinia, Averett, 
Bay, Beale, Be 
William J., Brown, Buel, Burrows, Thomas B. Buter, | 
Joseph P. Caldwell, Caivin,Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Howell į 
Cobb, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Danict, Deberry, | 
Dickey, Diminick, Dixon, Doty, Dunham, Alexander Evans, 
Nathan Evaus, Fiteh, Fowler, Fuller, Gerry, Guodenow, 
Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Hall, Halloway, Hamilton, Hammond, 
Hampom, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Hibbard, Hoagland, 
Howe, Hunter, Jacksou, Kaufinan, Kerr, Daniel P. King, ; 
George G. King, J:nes G. Kiug, Jobn A. King, Leffler, | 
Levin, Liulefield, Horace Manu, Matteson, McUlernaud, | 
McDowell, McKissock, McLanahan, Finis E. McLean, } 
Meacham, Miller, Moore, Newel, 
Peasiee, Peck, Phænix, Potter, Patnam, Reynolds, Risley, 
Robinson, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Sawtelle, 


Sehermerhorn, Sehooleraft, Shepperd, Silvester, Sprague, | 


Stanly, R. H. Stanton, Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, Taylor, 


nnett, Bissel, Bokee, Bowlin, Breck, Briggs, || 


Ogle, Otis, Ourlaw, |j 


ken and decided m ‘the negative. : 

Mr. MEADE ‘took’ the floor, atid was recog- 
| nized by the Clerk. f saas 
Mr. SCANLON rose to a question of order. 
| He submitted that there was another motion pend- 
ing, (to wit: that of the gentleman from Onio, Mr. 
Vinron,) that the House do now adjourn. 

The Cierx so decided. eee eae 

Mr. STANTON asked the gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Vinton] to withdraw his motion to adjourn, 
to enable him (Mr. S.) again to offer the proposi- 
tion which he had withdrawn. 

Mr, VINTON assented. 

So the motion to adjourn was withdrawn. 
| Mr. STANTON again took the foor to offer 

his proposition, but yielded to sf ies 
Mr. MEADE, who sent to the Clerk’s-table a 


| 


James Thompson, John B. Thompson, Wiliam Thompson ae . os . 
Thurman, Tuck, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watden, | propésition, which he desired might be read: for 
Wentworth, White, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wilhams, Wil- | information, and which he intended ‘to. offer-as an 


n, Winthrop, and Young—120. 


So the House again decided that the resolution 
of the 14th instant, prohibiting debate, should not | 
be rescinded. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, now rose and | 
called for the reading of the proposition whichnhe 
had submitted. : 

The proposition having 
following : 

Resolved, That the House will 
election of a Speaker, vive voce j and if, after the roll shall 
nave been called three times, no member shall haye received. | 
a majority of the whole nusnber of votes, the roll shall again 
be called, and the member who shall then receive the largest | 
, provided it be a majority ofa quorum, shall | 
be declared to be chosen Speaker. $ | 


Mr. HOLMES moved that it be laid upon the | 


table. i 
Let it be seen (remarked Mr. H.) who it is that | 


been read in the words 


proceed immediately to the 


|| amendment. to, or substitute for, the proposition 


introduced by the gentleman from Tennessee, {Mr 
Sranron.] ue ae ne ye 

Mr. STANTON then said that he desired ‘to 
offer the proposition which he had before with- 
drawn, and to insist that a ‘vote should. be taken 
upon it at this time. : ` 

The proposition was again read. no 

Mr. HOLMES moved that this. proposition be 
laid on the.table. p? pane 

Mr. INGE demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. MEADE said he offered his proposition as 
an amendment.to that of the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, (Mr. Sranron.} 

And the proposition of Mr. Meape was then 
read by the Clerk, in the following words: 


Resolved, That after the vote has been taken for Speaker, 
next atter the adoption of thisresolution, the House; shalt 


} 


will vote to violate the Constitution. 


‘And Mr. H. demanded the yeas and nays on his |; 


motion. i 

Mr. STANTON. I was going to propose to | 
the House that the consideration of this proposi- | 
tion should be postponed unul Monday next 


“Mr. ROOT insisted that the question shou 


ld be | 


put on the motion to lay the proposition on the f 


table. : 
Mr. STANTON then said : If gentlemen insist | 
on that motion, l shall withdraw the proposition; | 


and I give notice that Í will offer it again on | 
i, which were.ordered. 


Monday. i 
Mr. VINTON moved that the House do now | 

adjourn. 

. Messrs. 


and nays. . i 
Mr. JONES moved that when this House ad- | 


journs, it adjourn to meet on Wednesday next at 


twelve o’clock. 
Mr. FOWLER demanded the yeas and nays. 


I 


ROOT and BOOTH demanded the yeas | 


proceed to v te between the four members receiving the 
greatest number of votes; aud if neither receive a majority, + 
the House shall thea vote between the three members: ree 
ceiving the largest vote; and if no choice be made, thë 
House shall choose the Speaker from the two members who 
shall have received the greatest number of votes; and 
| no votes shall be counted that are not given t: 0ne or orher 
| of the persons thus designated 5 and the-same rate shali ap- 
ply in the election of the other officers of the. House. 


Mr. HOLMES moved that both propositions be 
i laid upon the table. ` tees 
| Mr. INGE simu 
| tion. 

Mr. 


laneously. made a similar moe 
BAYLY demanded the yeas and nays, 
is Shall these propositions be 


was then taken and: decided 
94, nays 124, as follows: 


| And the question, 
laid upon the table pe 
in the negative—yeas 


H 


i weAS=—-Mesers. Albertson, Allen, Alston, Averett, Bay» 


| Baviv, Beale. Bocock, Booth, Bowdon, Boyd, Brooks, A, 
G. Brown, Burt, B. O. Cabell, Joseph Cable, Csunpbell, 
Garter, Cleveland, Clingman, Howell Cobb, W. R. W. © obb, 
Coicock, Cole, Daniel, Disney, Durkee, Edmundson, Feath- 


erson, Giddings, Gorman, Green, Hackett; Haralson, Har 


Dec. 22, 


jan, Teta f 
“Hilliard, Aoawland, “Holladay, Hotmes; Howard, Howe, 
Hubbard, Hunter, Inge, Andrew Johnson, Robt. W, Johnson, 
Jones, Preston King, Jub Mann, Masou, McClernand, Me- 
Dowell -MeGaushey, R. M: McLane, MeMahen, McQueen, 
MeWiilie, Miller, Milison, Morris, Morton, Olds, Orr, Out- 
jaw, Owen, Parker, Peck, Poner, Powell, Robbins, Robin- 
son, Root, A. H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, Strong, 
Sweetser, Thomas, Javob Thompson, Wiliam: Thompson, 
YTooibs,. Tuck, Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Well- 


‘horn, Wentwonh;, Whittlesey, Wifdrick,- Wilmot, Wood, 


Woodward, and. Young—94 ea, ee 

-NAY3—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson; Ashe, Ashmun, 
Baker, Bennett, Bingham, Bissell, Bokee, Bowie, Bowiin, 
Breck, Briggs; Wm. J, Brown; Buel, Burrows, C. Butler, 
Thomas B. Rater; George: A. -aldwelt, Joseph PB. Caldwett, 


Calvin, Casey, Caandier, Clarke, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, > 


Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Danmick, Dixon, Doty, Duer, 


Duncan, Duaham, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evang, Ewing, | 


Fitelt, Fowler, Freedtey, Faller, Gerry. Gillmore, Goodenow, 
Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Hall, Halloway,- Hanalton, Hain- 
mond, Hampton,. Harmanson, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, 
Heary,; Hibbard, Houston, Jackson, J, L. Jonson, Kaufman, 
Kerr, D. P.. King, George G. King, James G. King, John. A. 
Kirg; La Sére, Leffler, Levin, Liulefield, Horace Mann, 
Marstiatl, Matteson, MeKissock, McLanahan, Finis E. 
McLean, Meacham, Meade, Moore, Morehead, Morse, 
Newell, Ogle, Otis. Peaslee, Phoenix, Pitman, Putnam, 
Reynolds, Richardson, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Ross, Ram- 
sey, Sackert, Savage, Sawtclie, Schenck, Schermerhorn, 
Schonieraft, Shepperd, Silvester, Spautding, Sprague, Stan- 
ly, Frederick P. Stanion, Richard H. Stanton, Stetson, Tay- 
lor, James Tudapson, Jonn B. Thonipson, Thurman, Un- 
‘derhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, Williams, 
Wilson, and Wiuthrop—124. 


So the House decided that the two propositions 
should not be laid on the table. 

Mr. KAUFMAN now sent to the Clerk’s table 
a proposition, which he offered as a substitute for 
the nending propasition. 
„The Crean said there was 
ment pending. et 
. Mr. KAUFMAN submitted that an amend- 
ment to an amendment was.always in order. | 

“Mr. STANTON desired to call the previous 
-question on his. proposition. f 
|. [Several voices: ‘‘ There are no rules”—“ There 
is no previous question. ”] 
` The proposition of Mr. Kaurman was then 


already an amend- 


read, in part, by the Clerk, when the reading was | 


interrupted by 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, who said that a 
rule had been adopted by the House. prohibiting 
debate pending the electionwof Speaker. He sub- 
mitted that this was a written speech. 

[Cries: ** Gs on with the reading.’’] 

he CLerk having finished the reading of the 

substitute, which was as follows: 


` 


Whereas the interests and honor of the country require a 
speedy organization of this House, aud a prompt distharge 
of the important duties devolved upon us as representatives 
of che peaples and whereas the practice heretofore prevail- 
ing of requiring an absolute majority of all the votes given to 


electis not enjoined by the Coustitation, bul, on the con- i 


trary, that instrament provides that “ each House may de- 
terinine the rules of its proceedings ;” and whereas nearly 
three weeks have been already spent in fruitless efforts to 


elect a Speaker, and fifty-nine ineffectual votes have con- } 


elusively demonstrated that no party in this House has a 
majority sufficient to elect its officers in accordance with 
such practice; $ 

Therefore, for the purpose of enabling this body to dis- 
charge its high constitational functions, and with a view to 
adhere as nearly as possible to said usual mode of electing 
its officers— 

l. Be it Resolved, That if on the next vote for Speaker no 
member have a majority of all the votes cast, there shall be 
nio-election 3. but, on the second vote after the adoption of 
this resolotion,if anv member receive within one of a ma- 
jority of all the votes cast, he shal! be declared elected; but 
if there be.no election on said second vute, then upon the 
third vote If any member receive within.two of a ma- 
jority of the whole, he shalt be declared élected; and 
sn On, requiring one less to choose for every failure Lo elect, 
until a choice of Speaker is made: Provided, That if at any 

. time there be a tie between the votes of the two members 
receiving the highest number of votes, there ehali be no 
ehoices and further Provided, Phat no member be declared 
elected uniess he receive atleast a majority of a quorum 
of the Honse. 

2. Beit further Resolved, That the foregoing resolution 
shall alse he “the rule of proceeding” in regard to the elec- 
tion ofall the other officers.of this House. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved to amend 
the amendment of Mr. Kaurman, by striking out 
the preamble. It was (Mr. J. said) unjust to the 
House that a written argument should thus be 
presented. 

Mr. KAUFMAN said, that if, by withdrawing 
the preamble, he could add any strength to his prop- 
osition, he would cheerfully do. so, 
So the preamble was withdrawn. 


. The substitute was then again read without the | 


preamble. 


Gs Harris, Sampson W: Harris, Thos. L. Harris, 


Mr. BRECK. addressed -an inquiry or sugges- | 


tion tò ihe Crerx,. of which nothing could be 
heard: by the reporter. 


` The Cren then stated theg 
proposition of Mr. KAUFMAN: oe ; 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, asked for 
the yeas and nays on the substitute; and they.were 

ordered. (0 ten ae ; 

On a suggestion by Mr. WENTWORTH, the 

several pending propositions were read.  -/ 

And the qiestion on the substitute of Mr. Kaur- 
| MAN Was then taken and decided in the negative— 
yeas- 51, nays 148—as follows: ` : Š 

YEAS— Messrs. Albertson, Alston, Averett, Bay, Bissell, 
Booth, Bowie, Bowlin, Boyd, William J. Brown, E. C. 
Cabell, Joseph Cable, George A. Caldweil, W. R: W. Cobb, 
Dimmick, Doty, Dunham, Ewing, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gii- 
more, Gorman, Green, Hamilton, Hammond, Harlan, Har- 
fhanson, Esham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. 
Harris, Hibbard, Howard, Hubbard, Andrew Johnson, R. W. 
Johison, Kaufinan, George G- King, La Sére, Littlefield, 
Horace Mann, Job Mann, Marshall, Mason, McDowell, 
McLanahan, F. B. McLean, McMullen, Millsov, Morehead, 
Morris, Morse, Olds, Otis, Parker, Peasiee, Potter, Richard- 
son, Robbins, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Stetson, Thomas, 
Janes Thompson, William. thompson, Waldo, Whittlesey, 
Wild ick, Williams, and Young—5!. 

NAYS—Messrs, Alexander, Allen, Anderson, Ashmun, 
Baker, Bayly, Beale, Bennett, Bingham, Bocock, Bokee, 
Bowdon, Breck, Briggs, Alveri G. Brown, Buel, Burrows, 
Burt, Chester Butter, Thomas B. Buder, Joseph P. Cald- 


estion to be on the 


Cleveland, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Coicock, Cole, Conger, 
Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Daniel, Deberry, Dickey, Disney, 
Dixon, Duer, Dunean, Durkee, Edmundson, Alexander 
Evans, Nathan Evans, Featherston, Fowler, Freedley, 
Goodenow, Gou, Gould, Grinnell, Havkeu, Hall, Halloway, 
Hampton, Haralson, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hil- 
liard, Hoagland, Holladay, Holmes, Houston, Howe, Hunter, 
Inge, Javkson, J..L. Johnson, Jones, Julian, Kerr, Damel P. 
King, J-mex G. King, Jobn A. King, + reston King, Lether, 
Levin, Matteson, McClernand, McGaughey, McKissuck, 
Robert M. McLane, MeQueen,MeWillie, Meacham, Meade, 
Miller, Moore; Nes, Newell, Ogte, Orr, Outlaw,. Owen, 
Peck, Pnonix, Piunat, Powell, Patan, Reynolds, Ris- 
ley, Rebigson, Rockwell, Root, Rose, . Rumsey, Schenck, 
Schernagsliorn, Schoolealt, Shepperd, Silvester, Spaniding, 
Sprague, !Stanly,: Frederiek P. Stauton, R. H., Stanton, A. 
H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, Strong, Sweetser, Taylor, 
Jacob Thompson, John. B. Thompson, ‘Thurman, ‘Toombs, 
‘Tack, Underhill, Van Dyke, Venabie, Vinton, Walden, 
Wallace, Watkins, Wellborn, Wentworth, White, Wilmot, 
Wilson, Wiuthrop, Wood, and Woodward—148, 


So the substitute was rejected. 


of Mr. Meane to the original proposition of Mr. 
Stanton. . 

The amendment was again read. 

Mr. ROOT asked the yeas and nays on. the 
amendment, which were ordered. 

Mr. MEADE expressed his desire so to modify 
his amendment as that it should embrace the 
Clerk and other officers, who should be voted for 
in the same manner. 

The question on the said amendment was then 
taken and decided in the negative—yeas 12, nays 
201—as follows : 

YEAS—Messrs, Alston, Dunham, Gilmore, Hammond, 
Howard, Robert W. Johnson, MeMullen, Meade, Parker, 
hichardson, Savage, and Williams—12. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Allen, Anderson, 
Ashe, Ashmun, Averett, Baker, Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bennett, 
Bingham, Bissell, Bocock, Bokee, Booth, Bowdon, Bowie, 
Bowlin, Boyd, Breck, Briggs, Albert G. Brown, William J, 
Brown, Bael, Burrows, Burt, C. Butler, ‘I’. B. Butler, E. C. 
Cabell, Joseph Cable, George A. Caldwell, J. P. Caldwell, 
Calvin, Campbell, Cartter, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Cleve- 
land, Clingman, Howeil Cobb, W. R, W. Cobb, Colecack, 
Cole, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Daniel, Deberry, Dickey, 


i! Dimmick, Disney, Dixon, Doty, Duer, Duncan, Edmundson, 


Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Ewing, Featherston, 
Fitch, Fowler, Freedley, Fuller, Gerry, Goodenow, Gor- 
man, Gott, Gould, Green, Grinnell, Hackett, Hali, Hal- 
loway, Hampton, Hamilton, Haralson, Hilliard, Harlan, 
Harmanson, {. G. Harris, 3. W. Harris, T. L, Harris, Hay, 
Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holladay, 
Houston, Howe, Hubbard, Hanter, Inge, Jackson, Andrew 
Johnson, James L. Johnson, Jones, Julian, Kaufman, Kerr, 


A. King, Preston King, La Sére, Leffier, Levin, Little- 
fieid, Hurace Mann, Job Mann, Marshall, Matteson, Mc- 
Ciernand, McDowell, McGaughey, McKissock,McLanahan, 
Rohert M. MeLané. Finis E. MeLean, MeQueen, Mc- 
Wittie, Meacham, Miller, Moore, Morris, Morse, Mor- 
ton, Newell, Ogle, Olds, Orr, Otis. O tlaw, Owen, Peas- 
lee, Phoenix, Pitman, Potter, Powell, Putnam, Reynolds, 
Risley, Robbins, Robinson, Rockwell, Root, Rose, Rass, 
Rumsey, Sawtelle, <ehenck, Scnermerhorn, Schoolcraft, 
Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Frederick 
P. Stanton, Richard B. Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, 
Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, Strong, Sweet<er, Taylor, 
Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, John B. 


Van Dyke, Venable, Vinton, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, 
Watkins, Wellborn, Wentworth, White, Whittlesey, Wil- 
drick, Wilmot, Wilson, Winthrop, Wood, Woodward, and 
Young—201. 


So the amendment of Mr. Meane was rejected. 


osition of Mr. STANTON. 

Mr.MEADE moved so to amend the proposition 
as to include-all the officers of the House. 

Mr. STANTON rose toa question of order. 


well, Calvin, Campbell, Cartter, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, | 


The question then recurred on the amendment | 


Daniet P. King, George G. King, James G. King. John | 


Thompson, William Thompson, Thurman, Toombs, Tuck, | 


The question then recurred on the original prop- | 


4 
l 


1 


He submitted that after a vote had been taken on 
„a substitute, no further amendment would, under 

the parliamentary law, be in order. : 

“Mr. MEADE did not press his amendment... 

Mr. ROOT then demanded the yeas and nays 
on the adoption of the original proposition. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Crerx stated thé question. l 

Mr. GIDDINGS rose and said that he offered 
the proposition which he sent.to the Clerk’s table 
asa substitute for the original proposition, : 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, insisted on. the 
point of order, (which he had raised in the case of 
the amendment offered by. Mr. Meapg and with- 
drawn.) . À 

` {Cries: “ Let- the. substitute be read for infor- 
mation.”] ; 

The proposition was read in the words follow- 
ing: 

Whereas the election of the Speaker of this: body is one, 
of the highest and most important duties incumbent npon itg 
members; aud whereas, also, by common consent of every 

House of Represenrativés since the ‘adoption of the Con- 
stitution, a majority of all the votes given has been regarded 
as necessary to a choice of that offcer; and whereas the 
freedom of debate bas ever been regarded as one of the safe- ` 
guards «f American liberty: Therefore, ` 

Resolved, That a change in such election so as tò elect a 
Speaker by a plurality of votes, while the minority are not 
permitted to discuss the propriety or constitutionality of such 
change, will he oppressive in operation, of dangerous tend- 
ency, and ought not to be adopted. 

Mr. STANTON insisted on the point of order. 

The Crerx said the point of order is to be de~ 
cided by the House. It is this: that after votes 
have been-taken on the two first amendments, it is 
out of order to offer another amendment.. 

Mr STANTON. There is another ground 
upon which I submit. that the proposition of the 

,gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Gropines] .is out of 
order., It is: that'it is not germane to the propo- 
sition before the House. 

The Crerx stated the additional objection. 

j Mr. MEADE desired to suggest another reason 
; why the proposition of the gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Gropincs] was out of order. It proposed to 
do nothing, but simply declared. that the original 
proposition introduced by the gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. Stanton] was wrong. He (Mr. 
M.) believed the amendment to be out of order on 
that ground also. 

Mr. HOLMES demanded the 
the point of order. 

_Mr. GIDDINGS said that he offered his propo- 
sition as a substitute for the original proposition, - 
and not as an amendment to it. 

The Crerr so stated. 

Mr. STANTON. Very well.. It is not on the 
f subject of the original proposition. 

he question was then stated to be on the de- 
mand of Mr. Hormes for the yeas and nays on 
the point of order. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Give us the yeas and nays, 
gentlemen; and let the country see how we act 
upon these things. 

The Crerx, having put the question, stated that 
there was not a sufficient number voting in favor 
of the. yeas and nays. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Levin and 


yeas and nays on 


| Harris of Tennessee, were appointed. 


And the vote having been taken, stood—in favor 
of the yeas and nays 30, against them 146. 

So the yeas and nays were refused. 

Mr. ASHE moved that the. House adjourn 
until Monday, at twelve o’clock. 

The question was taken, and decided in the 
negative. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The Crerx then stated the question to have 
recurred on the original proposition of Mr. STAN- 
ton, (on which the yeas and nays had been 
ordered.) - 

A brief conversation occurred between Mr. 
Porrer and the Crerx, on the point whether the 
resolution was now open to amendment or not. 
After which— 

The Crerx proceeded with the call of the yeas 
and nays on the original proposition of Mr. Sran- 
TON. 

And several 
names, when— 

Mr. HOLMES rose to a question of order. It 
was this: was not the House to havea vote on 
the proposition which had been offered by. the 
gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Giopines ?] 


members had answered to their 


The Cierx said that the: House had decided 
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that proposition to be out of order, and, therefore, 
that it had not been received. 

Mr. HOLMES declared that no such vote had 
ever been taken. 

{Calls to order, and cries of “ Call the roll.””] 


ELECTION OF SPEAKER. 


There was now a general demand over the 
House that the roll be called. 
Mr. ASHMUN rose, he said, to a privileged 


Mr. HOLMES. The vote of which the Clerk || Westin. 
speaks was on ordering the yeas and nays. If]! , Mr. WOOD moved that the House do now ad- 
gentlemen choose to violate the rights of a member, Journ. 


The Crer stated the motion— 

And the question thereon having been taken, it 
was decided in the negative, without a division. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

[Cries of “ Call the roll.] 

Mr. ASELMUN moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the proposition of Mr. STANTON had been 
adopted. 

[Several members: “ We have no rules’”?— 
“ ‘There is no necessity for the motion.” 

Mr. ASHMUN withdrew his motion. 

[Cries of ‘ The roll”—‘ Call the rolt.??} 

Mr. STANLY rose and said: Mr. Clerk, with 
the permission of the House, I wish to make a 
statement relating to myself. After the adoption 
of this resolution—which I earnestly hope will 
lead to an organization—I presume, of course, it 


he (Mr. H.) would stand up for that member, even 
though it was Mr. Gippines. 

[Calls to order, and some laughter. ] 

The CLerx stated the question of order. 

Mr. VIN ION submitted that there could be no 
question of order whilst the roll, was being called. 

{Cries : ** Call the roll.”’] : 

Mr. BURT rose to say, that, after one gentle- 
man had answered to his name, on the call of the 
roll, the Clerk had no right to recognize any 
member. 

Mr. HOLMES said there was no such rule in 
existence now as that laid down by the gentleman | 
trom Ohio, [Mr. Vinron.] 

Mr. VINTON. The point hasbeen decided by 
the House a hundred times. 

Some animated conversation passed between 


i 
|i Ashmun, Bennett, Bokee, Bowi 


|! Reynolds, Risley, 


i| Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, 


| Kaufman, La Sère Leffler, Littlefield Job Mann, Mason, 

MeClernand, McDowell, McLanaban, Robert M. Mc.Lane, 

McMullen, McQueen, Mic Willie, Meade, Miller, Milson, 
| Morris, Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Potter, Powell, 
H Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, F. 
: P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong; Sweeter, 
| Thomas, Jacab Thompson, James Thompson, William 
i Thompson, Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Wellborn, 
! Wentworth, Whittlesey, Wildrick, and Young. 

For Robert C. Winthrop—Messrs. Alexander, 

, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, 
Burrows, Chester Butler, ‘Thomas B. Butler, Joseph P. 
Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Cole, Conger, 
Conrad, Corwin, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, 
Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler; Freedley, Goode- 
now, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Hay- 
mond, Hehard, Henry, Houston, Hunter, Jackson, J. Le 
| Johason, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, J. G. King, 
Í John A. King, Horace Mann, Marshall, Matteson, Me- 
Kissock, Finis B. McLean, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, 
Nes, Newell, Ogie, Otis, Outlaw, Pheenix, Pitman, Putnam, 
Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, 
Schermerhorn, Schooleraft, Shepperd, Silvester, 
Thaddeus Steveus, Taylor, 
Johu B. Thompson, Thurman, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vin- 
ton, Watkins, White, Wiliams, and Wilson. 

For Mr. Wilmot—Messrs. Allen, Booth, Durkee, Gid- 
dings, Howe, Julian, Preston King, Root, and Tack. 

For Mr. M:Gaughey—Messrs. Baker, Campbell, and 
Crowell. 

For Mr. Morchend—Messrs. E. 
Jiad, and Winthrop. 


Anderson, 


| 
| Schenck, 


C. Cabell, Clingman, Hit- 


| is desirable that the members of each party should | 
vote for their respective favorites. j 
i| have their favorite, and we have ours; an 


Messrs. Vinron and HoLrmes, of which nothing | 
is known to the reporter beyond the gesticulations 
which accompanied it. 

Mr. HOLMES insisted on the question. There | 
was no parliamentary rule (and under that law 
they were now acting) by which his question was 
out of order. 

[A voice: There is a rule of the House.] 


Mr. HOLMES. Of the House, yes; but no 
rules have been adopted for the government of this - 


wish an organization will vote for some gentleman į 
| of whose election we can have a reasonable hope. 
I most respectfully but earnestly express the wish | 
that no gentleman will vote for me, but that they | 
will all, for the sake of the country, give their | 
votes for him who is decidedly the favorite of the | 
Whig party, as Í shall. i 

Mr. McCLERNAND rose, 


he said, to make a 


House. ; || personal announcement. During the protracted į 
The Crerx proceeded with the call of the roll. {| and painful struggle which had ensued in regard 
Mr. HOLMES insisted on the question. |i to the Speakership, his name had been introduced, | 


[Calls to order, and “ Go on with the roll.”] || and the poll for several days 

Mr. HOLMES. I will not give up a principle, || creasing vote In his favor. 

eventthough Mr. Gipprxes himself does. | pected nor in any 
[Roars of laughter and calis to order.] į tinction. To its 
The Crank proceeded with the call of the roll. | his grateful acknowled 
Mr. HOLMES, (turning to Mr, Ginprncs.) Do || humble tribute, he hopec 
ou give itup, Mr. Gippives? [Laughter] f had not wished at any time 
Me GIDDINGS, (in his seat) No, but the | Prt for nE Speaker aR on the contrary, 

i F ~~ | would avoid rather tha 

ees has entered it upon the Journal as being | sibilities. With this feeling, therefore, 
“Here the conversation ended. beseech his ised Yisposed ae sate 
The Cuerk proceeded with thecal! of the rell, 

which having been completed the vote was an- 

nounced—yeas 113, nays 106, as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. 

Baker, Bennett, Bingham, 


past showed an in- 


kind authors he begged to return 
gments, which, although an 
ed they would receive. He 
to be placed as an as- 
he 


he would 


'i and those who might 
| withhold their suffrages fro 
|| be bestowed upon some other 


i 
i 


member more worthy | 
to receive them, and more likely to be elected. | 
Mr. McC. repeated this request. i 
THE SPEAKERSHIP. 

The House again proceeded to vote vi 
the election of Speaker. 

Messrs. VENABLE Of 
Vermont, and Vax DYKE of 
their seats at the Clerk’s tab 
the vote. 

The roll was then cal 
when the tellers reporte 
of votes given was 217; 


Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Ashmun, i 
Bokee, B wwie, Breck, Briggs, 
William J. Brown, Burrows, C. Butler, T. B, Butler, George 
A. Caldwell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, 
Clarke, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, 
Pixon, Doty, Duer, Dunean, Dunham, Alex. Evans, Nathan 
Evans, Ewing, Fowler, Freedley, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, 
Goodenow, Gou, Gould, Grinnell, Hall, Halloway, Hamilton, 
Hammond, Hampton, fay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hib- 
bard, Houston, Jackson, Andrew Johnson, James L. John- 
gon, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. King, 
John A. King, Leffier, Littlefield, H. Mann, Job Mann, 
Marshall, Matteson, MeKissock, Finis E. McLean, Meach- 
am, Moore,Morse, Nes, Newell, Ogle, Ouis, Peaslee, Phænix, 
Pitman, Putnam, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rum- 


i 
va voce for | 
North Carolina, Henry of | 
New Jersey, resumed | 
le as tellers to count | 


led for the sixtieth time, | 
d that the whole number | 
necessary to a choice 109; | 


of which— i 


i 
! 
i p a 
sey, Sackett, Savages Sawtelle oe na ait BAR | Mr. Howell Cobb received... -seese 
Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, an- || Ai x SN da E rtia AER | 
i F.P. creating B: LH Stanton, T. Stevens, Stetson, ‘Taylor, |j Mr. ae £ G nai 
Jonn B. Thompson, ‘Thurman, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, || Mr. Wilmot. .ceeeeectcecereeeeteneres Ft 
Watkins, White, Williams, Wilson, and Winthrop—Li3. i Mr. Morehead....-eeeeeee 4 | 
NAY3— Messrs. Albertson, A aa a pa Mr. Strong. .eeseeeeeeeeeres 4) 
ayly, Beale, Bissell Boenck, Booth, Bowdon, Bow in, || S 24 Pe Me te i 
Reed? Albert G. Brown, Buel, Burt, E. C. Cabell, Joseph | Mr. 5 C. Gane NEEE : 
Cable, Campbell, Cartter, Cleveland, Clingman, | Howel Mr. McGaughey. --cerrereeererersrr g 
Cobb, W. R. W. Cobh, Colcock, Cole, Daniel, Dimmic Mr. Potter se seesecceeeereserrees jaan 3 
Disney, Durkee, Edmundson, Featherston, Fitch. Giddings, if Mr. Boyd rhe eae SR naa ee ee 3 
Gorman, Green, Hackett, Haraison, Harlan, Harmanson, i Mc. Bowie... : pe DERE Nee 1 
Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Garris, Hilliard, Holladay, | . eereee i 
Jlolmes, Howard, Howe, Hubbard, Hunter, Inge, Robert W. | Mr. Durkee. .ceeee ee eee eee en ernest 
Johnson, Jones, Julian, Kaufman, Preston King, La Sére, ;| 
Mason, MeClernand, MEDE aia elie, i 217 
robert M. McLane MeMutlen, McQueen, Merk i x P a I 
Mende, Miler, Miltson, Morehead, Mortis, Morton, Olds, |) The following is the vote in detail: oe 
Orr, Outlaw, Owen, Parker, Peck, Pouer Powell, Richard. || For Howell Cobh—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, AV erett a ay, $; 
son, Robbins, Robinson, Root, Ross, Alexander H. Stephens, Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boy To 
Ebay Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Thomp- i G. Brown, Wiliam J. Brown, Buel, Burt, George aha i 
son, W. ‘Phompsony ‘Toombs, ‘Tuck, Venable, Walden, | well, W. R, W. Cobb, Coleock, Daniel, Dimmick, inry 
Waldo, Wallace, Wellborn, IV enion Sa aeae Wil- ji Banham, Edmundson, Ene area Hamilton 2 
ick, Wi y 7 ar 5 y—10. Zihnore, Gorman, Green, Hackett, aly ot" , He 
ge ieee? Vroni, i Sin mace Fe mond, Haralson, ‘Warmanson, Isham G. Harris, Sampson 
So the original proposition of Mr. Sranron was || W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holladay, 
\! Howard, Inge, Andrew Sobnson, Robert W. Jolson, Jones, 


adopted. 


The other side |, 
dall who || 


He had neither ex- | 
way solicited this flattering dis- | 


n court its weighty respon- 
had voted for him, i 


m him, that they might | 


it 
i 


For Mr. E. O. Cate 
phens, and ‘Toombs. 
For Mr. Strong—Messrs. J. 
Peck. 
For Mr. Boyd—Messrs. Holmes, 
| bard. 
For Mr. Poiter—Messts. Fitch, Harlan, 
For Mr. Bowie—Mr. Alston. 
For Mr. Durkee—Mr. Wilmot. 
No choice. 
[When the name of Mr. Cartrer, of Ohio, was 
| called, that gentleman rose, and was understood to 
i say, that he had agreed to pair of with the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Levin,] who had 
been called away by sickness in his family. Ff, 
` was made, the gentleman from 


he (Mr. C.) would do 


il-—Messrs. Morton, Owen, A. H. Ste- 


Cable, Cleveland, Doty, and 


i 


Woodward, and Hab- 
and Wood. 


| 


i before a decisior 


Pennsylvania should vote, 
so also.] 

The roll was then called the sixty-first time, 
when the tellers reported that the whole number 
of votes given in was 220; necessary to a choice 


il 
4 
ij 


t 


|| 111; of which— 
| Mr. Cobb, of Georgia, received. «+--+. 96 
Lo Mr. Winthrop seeeeeeeees S 
| Mr. Wilmot esessesesesenesnetret 9 
I Mr. Morehead... eseese secreseseeeeeet? 4 
Mr. Strong. .++ssseeeeereceereenerer ees 4 
Mr. McGaughey. .-cerececeeteereerers?® 3 
Mr. Potters sresssoreseserneos 38 
Mr. Boyd....sueeeenreee a oe 3 
| Mr. Cabell, of Florida. ..sseeerseereere® 2 
‘| Mr. Stephens, of Georgia. +.+s+errrr eres 1 
Mr. Toombsj...ccceeverecseneer reer 
: Mr. Dorkee.... cdlie waciesaien ange i 
| Mr. ViNtOn..eessesoreeeerereerereeeett 1 
220 

The following is the vote in detail: 

For Mr. Howell Cobb—Messts. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, 
| Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Boeock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, 
| Atbert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, George A. 

Caldwell, Carter. W, R. We Cobb, Calcock, Daniel, pim- 
è 5 


Edmundson, Ewing, 
Gorman, Green, Hackett, 
raison, Harmanson, Isham 
nomas L. Harris, Hibbard, 
nie, Andrew Johnson, Robert 


mick, Disney, Dunham, 
ston, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore. 
Hall, Hamilton, Hammond 
G. Harris, Sampson W. Har 
Hoanland Holladay, Howard, fr n 
WW. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La Sère, Leffler, Littlefield, 
Job Mann, Mason, McClernand, McDowell, McLanaban, 
R. M Mclane, McMullen, McQueen, Me Willie, Meade, 
Miller, Millson, Morris, Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, 
Poner, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Sav- 
age, Sawtelle, F. P, Stanton, R. H. Sianton, Stetson, Strong, 
Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James T hompson, wW. 
Thompson, Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Wellborn, 
Wentworth, Whittlesey, Wildrick, and Young. 
For Mr. R. C. Winthro; —Messts. Alexander, Anderson, 
Andrews, Ashman, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, 
i Brooks, Burrows, Chester But 


ter, Thomas B. Butler, Juseph 
P. Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Cole, Conger, 
Conrad, Corwin, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, 
Alexander Evans, Nathan ‘Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Goode- 
now, Gott, Gou Halloway, Hampton, Hay, 
| Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Houston, Banter, Jackson, J. 
Jobnsoa, Kerr, D. P. King, G. G. King, J. A. King, Jas, G. 
King, Levin, H. Mann, Marshall, Mattcson, McKissock, 
F. È. MeLean, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Nes, Newell, 
Ogle, Olis, Outlaw, Pirenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reynolds, 
Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, 
Schermerhorn, Schooleraft, Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, 
Sprague, Stanly, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, J 


S, 


ld, Grinnell, 


| 


i 


| 


. B. Thomp- 


1 
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gon, Thurman, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, 
White, Williams, and Wilson. 

For Mr. Wi:mot—Messrs. Alen, Booth, Durkee, Howe, 
Julian, P. King, Root, Fuck, and Giddings. 

Por Mr, Morehead—Messrs. Alston, Hilliard, Mor.on, and 
A. H. Stepbens. 

For Mr. McGuughey—Messrs. Baker, Campbell, and 
Crowell. 

For Mr‘ Strong—Messrs, Cleveland, Doty, Peck, and Jos. 
Cable. 

For Mr. Boyd—Messrs. Holmes, Hubbard, and Wood- 
ward. 

For Mr. Petter—Mesers. Harlan, Wood, and Pitch. 

For Mr. E. C. Cabeil—Messrs. Owen and Toombs. 

For Mr. A. H. Stephens—Mr. E. C. Cabell. 

For Mr. Toombs— Mr. Clingman. 

For Mr. Durkee—Mr. Wilmot. 

For Mr. Vinton—Mr. Winthrop, 


No choice. 


When the name of Mr. Case was called, that | 


gentl:man rose and said: 

Can | have the privilege, before I vote, of put- 
ting a question to Mr. Coss? 

[Cries of '* ¥es—no—hear him—go on with the 
roli. ”?} 

So objection being persisted in, Mr. C. was not 
heard. 

Mr. BAKER moved that the House adjourn. 

[Cries of **Go on with the roll. ”} 

The question on the motion was taken, and de- 
cided in the negative. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

[Cries of ** Call the roll.”’} 

‘I'he roll was then called the sixty-second time, 
when the tellers reported that the whole number 
of vores given was 221; necessary to a choice 111; 
of which—- 

Mr. H. Cobb received. o.. neen eee eceee ee 97 

Mr. Winthrop..... ween ee DT 

Mr, Wilmot... ccccccceeee ce er cee eesace 

Mi Strong ies. occ ceveealee voseeedscwes 

Mr. Morehead... -.e.ceccecscvceuvvcves 

Mri Poltericcse tise ve ce ses occ cceeed sees 

Mr. Bodisi esris enke dersine eresie 

Mr. B.C. Cabell scccccccecsccveevewees 

Mr, Darket..cccosccccerccsccccscsscee 


Mr, A. E. Stephens.......eceseserscece 


bet et DD CO om RCO 


| 


99 


we 


ba 


The following is the vote in detail : 


For Howell Cobs—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, 
Bay, Bayty, Beale, Bissell, Bocoek, Bowdon, Bowlin, 
Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Witiam 3. Brown, Bush, Burt, 
George A. Caldwell, Cartter, W. R. W. Cobb, Coleock, Dan- 
iel, Dummick, Disney, Dunham, Edmundson, wing, Feath- 
erto», Faller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, G een, Hackett, 
Hall, Hamilton, Hanynond, Haralson, Harmangon, Isbam 
G, Barris, Sampson W. Hanis, Phomas L. Harris, Hibbard, 
Hovglind, Holaday, Howard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, R. 
W., Johnson, Jones, Kaufinan, La Sére, Letier, Litlefield, 
Jb Mann, Mason, McClernand, McDonald, McDowell, 
McLanahan, Robert M. McLane, McMatlen, McQueen, 
MecWillie, Meade, Miller, Miilson, Morris, Morse, Olds, 
Orr, Parker, Peasive, Potter, Powell, Richardson, Bobbins, 
Robinson, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Richard H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, 
Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, William Thompson, 
Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Wellborn, Wentworth, 
Whittlesey, Wildriek, and Young. 

For Mr. Winthrop—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Ander- 
son, Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennet, Bokee, Bowie, 
Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Tuomas 
B. Butler, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, 
Chandler, Clarke, Cole, Conger, Courad, Corwm, Crowell, 


Deberry, Vickey, Dixon, Duer, Dunean, Alexander Evans, || 


Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Goudenow, Gat, Gould, 


Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, |! 


Henry, Houston, Hunter, Jackson, Jawes L. Johnson, 
Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, Janes G. King, 
. Join A. King, Levin, Horace Mann, Marshall, Matteson, 
McGaughey, McKissock, Finis E. McLean, Meacham, 
Moor, Morehead, Nes, Newell, Oale, Oiis, Outlaw, Puce..ix, 
Pitman, Putnam, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rum 
BEY., Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Step- 
perd, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Thaddeus Ste- 
vens, Taylor, John B. Thompson, Thurman, Und rhilt 
Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, Williams, and Wilson. 


For Mr, Wilmot—Messrs. Allen, Booth, Durkee, Gid- | 


dings, Howe, Julian, P. King, Root, and Tuck. 
s For Mr. Strong—Messts. J. Cable, Cleveland, Doty, and 
ECK. 
For Mr. Morehead~Messrs. Morton, Alex. H. Stephens, 
Toombs, and Winthrop. 
For Mr. 
For Mr. Potter—M an, Wood, and Fiteh, 
For Mr. E. C. Cubell—y - Clinginan and Hilliard, 
For Mr. A. Fl. Stephens—Mr. ti. C., Cabell. 
For Mr. Durkee—Mr. Wilmot. 


No choice. 


Aarl 


The House had now reached the contingency 
contemplated in the proposition of Mr. STANTON. 
It had exhausted the three volings therein pro- 
vided for, Í 
. that point where, in fulfillment of the agreement 
entered into between the two parties, a S 
was to be elected by a plurality vote. SEERE 


Boyd—Messrs, Holmes, Hubbard, and Woodware. | 


without a result, and had arrived at: 


The most intense interest was manifested in 
every part of the Hall. . 
The roll was then called the sixty-third and last 


tellers, checking the votes, and announcing, in a 
distinct and audible voice, asa vote was added to 
t the name of Mr. Winruror or Mr. Coss, the 
aggregate number of votes which either had re- 
ceived. 


that gentleman rose and said: Under protest, 1 
vote for Hower Coss ] 

[When the name of Mr. Harran was called, 
| Mr. H. rose, and wasunderstood to say that from 

conversations he had heard on this floor, from 
personal conversations, and froma knowledge of 
the qualifications of the two gentlemen, he inclined 
to the belief that, as it was now reduced to a cer- 
(| tainty that one of tke two would be elected, it 
would be safe for him to cast his vote for HowsgLn 
Coss. He therefore did s0.} 
| ‘The roll was called for the sixty-third time, 
; when the tellers reported that the whole number 
of votes given in was 221; of which— 
| Mr. B. Cobb received... ... ce cceeee cee ee 102 
t Mr. Winthrop 
Mr. Wilmot... 
Mr. Morehead... 
Mr. Strong... .. cece cece rece eer eees 
|} Mr. A. H. Stephens. .....ccseccccceseece 
Mr. Colcock. oe ssc cecceece ccs eeesceceece 
Mr. Durkee... ccecceccescccccccsecceess 
Mr. Powter os senso sibs cs wees cose le ceaseree se 
Mr. Boyde ccccerecccscceresecsaveceeere 


221 


| The folowing is the vote in detail: 

| For well Cohh—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
| Bayly, Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowiin, 
| Boyd, Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, J. 
| Cable, George A, Caldwell, Cartter, W. R. W. Cobb, Col- 
| eock, Daniel, Dinnnick, Bisney, Dunham, Edusundson, 
| Ewing, Featherston, Pitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gor- 
| man, Green, Hackett, Ha 1, Gainilion, Hammond, Haraison, 


! Tuomas b. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holladay, Howard, 
Hubbard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, Robt, W. Johnson, Jones, 
Kanman, La Sere, Leffler, Littlefield, Job Maun, dason, 
McClernand, MeDonald, McDowell, McLauahan, Robert 
M. Mebane, MeMulien, McQu-en, MeWulhe, Meade, Mil- 


aye, Sawtelle, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, 
Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, ‘Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Jas. 
Thompsou, William Thompson, Venable, Walden Waldo, 
yee Wellborn, Wentworth, Whit tesey, Wildrick,and 

oung. 
| For Robert C. Winthrop—Messrs, Alexander, Alston, An- 
| derson, Andrews, Ashinun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee. Bowie. 
i Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas 
B. Butler, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, 
Chandler, Clarke, Clingman, Cole, Conger, Consad, Corwin, 
Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Bunean, Aicexar- 
der Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freediey, Goodenow, 
| Goit, Gonld, Grinnell, Halloway, Harspton, Hay, Haymond, 
| Hebard, Renry, Hillard, Houston, Gunter, Jackson, James 
1 L. Jahuson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G, King, James 
; G King, John A, King, Levin, Horace Mann, Marshall, Mat- 
tesou. McGaughey, Metissock. Finis B. McLean, Meach- 
am, Moore, Moreh: ad, Nes, Newell, Ogte, Otis, Outlaw, 
Phoenix, Pitman, Putnam, R-ynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, 
Romsey, Sackett, Schenck, Sehermerhorn, Schoolcraft, 
: Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Staniv, Thaddeus 
: Stevens, Taylor, John B. Thompson, Thurman, Tack, 
Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Waikins, White, Williams, 
and Witson. 

Por Mr. Wilmot—Messrs Allen, Booth, Durkee, Giddings, 
Howe, Julian, Preston King, and Root. 


; HB. Stephens. and Toombs, 

For Mr. Strong—Measrs. Cleveland, Doty, and Peck. 
For Mr. A. H. Stepheas-—Mr. E. C. Cabell. 

For Mr. Ooterck - Mr. Balmes. 

For Mr. Durkee—Mr. Witmot. 

For Mr. Potter—Mr. Wood. 

For Mr. Biyd—Mr. Woodward. 


| When the names had been read by the Clerk, a 
| Sight murmur of approbation, not amounting to a 
| distinct expression, passed over parts of the Hall. 


| Mr. LITTLEFIELD expressed the hope that 


| no evidences of exultation would be exhibited. 
The aggregate result was now announced by 


; added that HoweLL Coss having received 102 
votes, had received the largest number cast for any 
gentieman for whom votes had been given. 

Mr. STANLY rose and said: I have risen to 
offer a resolution to consummate the work of or- 
ganization, which I trust in God is now so near its 
completion. I therefore send to the Clerk’s table 
this resolution, 

The galleries now broke out into loud applause. 

A demand was made that they should be cleared. 

The Cuenx announced that an order to clear the 


| time; Mr. Venazxe, of North Carolina, one of the | 


i Harlan, Harmanson, Esham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, | 


ler, Mutson, Morris Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, Peaxlee, |} 
Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Sav- fi 


| Mr. Van Dyke on the part of the tellers—who | 


[When the name of Mr. J. Canze was called, |} 


Por Mr. Morehead—Messrs. Morton, Owen, Alexander |i 


rol 


galleries would be given, if the disorder was re- 
peated. 

The resolution of Mr. Sranzy was then read in 
the following words: 


Resolved, That the Hon. Hower Coss, a Representative 
from the State of Georgia, be declared duly elected Speaker 
of the House for the Thirty-first Congress. 

The resolution having been read— 

Mr. ROOT said, I desire the guestion te be taker 
by yeas and nays. 

Mr. STANLY. Well, sir; agreed. 

The Cucrx stated the question to be on ordering 

the yeas and nays. 
{Great confusion in the Hall.} 
‘The Crerx put the queation, and declared that 


the yeas and nays had been ordered by the House. 


The Crerx proceeded to call the roll, and one 
or two members had answered to their names, 
when— 

Mr. SCHENCK interposed with the remark, E 
say that Howell Cobb is now the Speaker of this 
House by its own order and action, without any 
resolution. 

Mr. ROOT (at the same time in another part of 


; the Hall) was declaring that, in this eleetion, a great 


constitutional principle had been violated by a plu- 
rality vote, and that he desired his dissent to be 
placed on record. He wished to record his vote—— 
let other gentlemen record theirs. 

{ihe confusion was very great.} 

The Cxerx still proceeded with the call of the 
yeas and nays. 

Mr. SCHENCK repeated, in a loud voice, thas 
a Speaker had been elected by the order of the 
House, and that the Clerk had no right there 
calling the roll until the Speaker was im the chair. 


[Great disorder, and eries **Go on with the 
12”? 


The call of the ro!l having been at length com- 
pleted, the vote was announced as follows: yeas 
149, nays 34: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Anderson, Ashe, Ashmun, 
Baker, Bay, Beale, Benner, Bingham, Bissell, Bocock, 
Bukee, Booth, Bowdon, Bowie, Bowlin, Boyd, Breck, 
Briggs, Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Chester 
Butier, Joseph Cable, George A. Caldwell, Joseph P. Cald- 
well, Cartter, Cleveland, Chngman,W. R.W. Cobb, Conrad, 
Corwin, Deberry, Dimimiek, Disney, Dixon, Doty, Duer, 
Duncan. Dunham, Edmundson, A. Evans, N. Evans, Ewing, 
Fite, Freedly, Fuller, Gersy, Guinor, Gorman, Gould, 
Green, Grinne, Hacker, Hull, Bamitton, Hanimond, 
Hampton, Haralson, Harlan, Harmanson, b G. baris, Sa 
W., Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hay, Bay wond, Henry, Hib- 
bard, Froagland, Houston, Howard, tinge, Audiew Johnsona 
James L. Johnson, Robert W. Johuson, Jones, Kaufman, 
Kerr, George G, King, Jame G. King, John A. King, La 
Sére, L- fer, Levin, Liwleftield, Job Mans, Marshall, Me- 
Clernand, McDonald, MceBuwell, Me Kiasock, Mcbanahan, 
Robert M. McLane, Finis B MeLeau, McWilhe, Miller, 
Millsou, Moore, Mortis, Morse, Newel, Osle, Olds, Orr, Otis, 
Parker, Peaslee, Phenix, Pitman, Potter, Powell, Putnan, 
Reynolds, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Rockwell, Rosey 
Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Schenck, Sehermerhorn, Shepperd, 
Stanly, Fre e ick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Stetson, 
Sweetser, Taylor, Thomas, Jacob ‘I'bouspsen, James Thomp- 
san, John B. ‘Phompson, William Thompson, | hurmnan, 
Van Dyke, Vinton, Walten, Waldo, Watkins, Wentworth, 
White, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Withams, Winthrop, Wood, 
aud Young—l47, 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Andrews, Averett, Bayly, Burt, 
E. Carrington Cabell, Campbell, Coleock, Crowell, Daniels 
Durkee, Featherston, Giddings, Bihari, Holladay, Boles, 
Howe, Bubbard, Banter. Julian, Vreston King, McGaughey, 


| McQueen, Morton, Oullaw, Owen, Root, Alexander He 
| Stephens, Toombs, Pack, Venable, Wallace, Wilmot, and 


Wood ward—3a4. 


So the resolution was adopted. 
The Ciera then read the resolution, and request- 


cd Mr. Winturor of Massachusetts and Mr. Me~ 


Dowex t of Virginia to conduct the Speaker to the 
chair. 

The two gentlemen designated proceeded to dis- 
charge this duty, Mr. WinrHrop approaching Mr. 
Cogg with much good humor, and shaking hands 
cordially with him. 

Mr. Cogs was thereupon conducted to the chair 
and took his seat. 

After a moment’s pause, the Speaker rose and 
addressed the House as follows: 

Gentlemen of the House of Representatives: 

it would be useless to disguise the fact that $ 
fee! deeply embarrassed in taking this chair under 
the circumstances attending my election. 

I am conscious of the difficulties by which this 
position is surrounded at the present time. 

The peculiar organization of this body, as ex- 
hibited in our proceedings since we first met—the 
nature and character uf the various important and 
exciting questions of public policy which will en- 
gage our attention during the present session of 
Congress—conspire to render the duties of the 
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office peculiarly embarrassing, onerous, and re- 
sponsible, 

i may be 
your generous aid and support in the effort E shall 
make, firmly, faithfully, and impartially, to dis- 
charge its duties. 

The country has been looking with anxiety to 
our efforts to effect an organization. The people 
will contiaue to regard with intense interest every 
step we take in our legislative course. Our duties 
will be laborious, our responsibilities great. Let 
us, then, in view of these considerations, invoke 
in the discharge of these duties, a patriotism as 
broad as the Union, and as comprehensive as the 
nature and character of her various interests and 
institutions. Guided by this spirit, under the 
blessing of Heaven, our action will result in the 
continsed prosperity of our commen country, 

Accept, gentlemen, my grateful acknowledg- 
ments for the honor you have conferred on me in 
selecting me as your presiding officer during the 
present Congress. 

Mr. VINTON. Mr. Speaker, the annual 
communication trom the Executive has so long 
been delayed that the country, as a matter of 
course, is very desirous of knowing what it is. 
For the purpose, therefore, of preparing the way 
for offering the customary resolution informing the 
Senate that this House is organized, and the Presi- 
dent that both Elouses are organized and ready to 
receive any communication from him, I move that 
the Chair now proceed to swear in the members of 
this House. 

The SPEAKER. That will be done without 
the necessity for a motion. 

The Creng. Mr. Linn Boyd,a Representative 
from Kentucky, and the oldest consecutive mem- 
ber of the House, will piease administer the oath 
of office to the Speaker elect. 

The Speaker accordingly descended from his 
seat, and took the oath to support the Constitution 
of the United States—adminiatered by Mr. Boyo. 

The Sezaxer having resumed the chair— 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said: I desire 
to make one remark: that is, to swear in the mem- 
bers this eveuing will take some time. Ly will not 
advance us at ail ingetting the Executive commu- 
nications, because this must be done in conjunction 
with the Senate, and cannot be done until Monday 
morning. I therefore move that the House adjourn 
to Monday, the usual hour, twelve o’clock. 

Mr. JONES suggested to the gentleman from 
Mississippi the propriety of so modifying the mo- 
tion aa to adjourn to ten or eleven o'clock, a. mM., 
on Monday, 
¢o take the oath of office before the meeting of the 
Senate. 

The SPEAKER reminded Mr. Jongs that the 
motion to adjourn was not debatable. 

Tellers were asked and ordered on the motion 
to adjourn, and Messrs. Ropinson and Mc MULLEN 
were appointed, 

The affirmative vote was reported—122 being a 
majority of ail the members. 

So, witheut a count of the negative, 

The SPEAKER declared the motion agreed to, 

And the House adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpar, December 24, 1849. 


The SPEAKER called the House to erder, at 
twelve o'clock. 

The Journal of Saturday was read, 

When the reading had been concluded — 

Mr. WENTWORTH and Mr. KAUFMAN 
addressed the Chair. 

The floor was given to Mr. WENTWORTH. 

Mr. KAUFMAN said he rose to a privileged 

uestion. 

The SPEAKER said, he would state that no 
question was in order until the members of the 
House had been sworn in. A motion te amend 
the Journal, or any other privileged question, 
would then be in order. 

Mr. KAUFMAN inquired whether it would 
not be in order now, to move to amend the 
Journal? 

The SPEAKER said, No; 
give rige to debate. 

Mr. KAU EMAN said that he would then make 
the motion after the members had been sworn in. 

Mr. JONES suggested, that, as the roll was 
called, each member who answered to his name 


the motion might 


permitted, therefore, to ask in advance | 


to erable the members of the House | 


| the hope that the gentleman 


should rise in his seat and hold up his hand, and 
that the oath be administered to all at once. 

The suggestion was not adopted. 

The SPEAKER then proceeded to administer 
to the members, by States-—commencing with the 
State of Maine—the prescribed oath to support the 
Constitution of the United States. 

This process (which occupied about half an 
hour) having been concluded— 

Mr. WENTWORTH claimed the 


; floor, but 
yielded for the moment to 


Mr. KAUFMAN, who rose to a correction of 


the Journal. He stated that his name had been 


' omitted from the vote to lay on the table the prop- 


osition of Mr. Stanton, and the amendment pro- 


posed thereto, providing a mode for the election of : 


Speaker. He voted in the negative. 

Mr. HOAGLAND rose and said: Mr. Speaker, 
in looking over the reported proceedings ot Satur- 
day, { perceive my vote has not been recorded on 
a resolation which was passed by the ELouse. l 
E should dislike one position more than another, it 
would be that one which might place me before 
the country as having evaded any question that 


| might legitimately come before the House for its | 
action; and more especially one of such moment, ! 


ani partaking so much of principle, as the resolu- 
tion to which I refer—a resolution, sir, which 
doubtless furnished the basis of your success lo 
that chair, and one that may be looked tu and re- 
garded as a precedent for future legislation. [ 
allude, sir, to the resolution introduced by the hon- 
orable gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. STANTON, } 
and upon which L gave a negative vote. That the 
record may not afford a subject for animadversion 
and improper imputation, Í desire, sir, to have tt 
corrected. I not only voted on the proposiuon 


mentioned, but have, I believe, upon all questions, | 


resolutions, and motions which have been acted 
upon since L have had the honor of being a member 
of this body. 

Mr. DUER moved to amend the Journal of Sat- 
urday last, so as to show that he did not vote on 
the vote to rescind the resolution forbidding de- 


bate. He was incorrectly reported as voting in | 


the affirmative. 

Mr. D. also, by unanimous consent, moved to 
correct the Journal of the 17th instant, so as to 
show, 
resolution offered by 
for the appointment of 
plan for the organization 
in the negative. He was not recorded as having 
voted on the question. 

RULES OF THE HOUSE. 

Mr. WENT WORTH then sent to the Speak- 
er’s table a resolution for the adoption of certain 
rules of the last House of Representatives at the 
close of its session. 

Mr. VINTON rose and said that he would sug- 
gest to the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. W ExT- 
WORTH] thatit was very probable this resolution 
would give rise to debate. 
therefore, ask the gentleman to withdraw it for th 
present, with a view to enable some gentleman to 
offer the 
business proceedings—that was to say, @ resolu- 
tion informing the Senate 
reseniatives was organized and ready to 
business—and also a resolution informing the Ex- 
ecutive of the same fact, so that the message might 
be sent in. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said that, 
with the consent of the gentleman from {Ilinois, 
{Mr. Wenrtwortn,] he (Mr. T-) would send to 
the Speaker’s table a resolution of that kind. 

Mr. WENT 
would not lose its place, he had no objection to 
waive it for the purpose indicated by the gentle- 
man from Ohio, [Mr. Viyron.] 

The SPEAKER said, that if there was no ob- 


a committee to reporta 


jection, the resolution of the gentleman from illi- | 


nois (Mr. Wenrworrn] would be postponed until 
the resolution of the gentleman from Mississippi 
[Mr. THompson] had been acted upon. 
Mr. McCLERNAND objected to an 
tional postponement of the resolution. 
Mr. THOMPSON repeated the expression of 
from Illinois would 
allow the resolution to be introduced and acted 


upon. 

Mr. McCLERNAND explained that he had no 
objection to the resolution of the gentleman from 
Mississippi, [Mr. Tompson] His objection ap- 


y condi- 


that on the motion to lay on the table the | 
Mr. Tuompson, of Kentucky, |: 


of the House, he voted | 


He (Mr. V.) would, | 


resolution which usually preceded all | 


that the House of Rep- | 
proceed to ; 


WORTH said that if his resolution \; 


i plied altogether to any conditional postponement 
i] of the other resolution. f 

|. Mr. WENTWORTH again expressed bis wìll- 
1, ingness that the resolution should be acted upon, 
i provided that which he had offered would not 
|i thereby lose its place. 

i Mr. VINTON said it was not his desire to ex- 
|! press any opinion in relation to the proposition of 
|, the gentleman from Illinois, (Mr. Wenrworrn.] 
ii That proposition could be renewed at any time- 
|i All that he (Mr. V.) had said was, that in his 
| opinion the resolution would give rise to debate; 
il and unless the gentleman from Illinois would with- 
i: draw it, he (Mr. V.) should move that it be laid 
| on the table. 

Mr. WENTWORTH suggested that his reso- 


i; lution should lie informally on the table. If any 
ii geneman should offer a proposition of a similar 


f 

j 

I 

ji THE USUAL COMMITTEES. 

| 

| Mr. THOMPSGN, of Mississippi, then sent to 

| the Speaker’s table the following resolution, whick 

was read: : 

| Resolved, That a message be sent tothe Senate toin- 

+) form that body that a quorum of the House of Representa- 

|| tives has assembled, and that Howe ve Coss, one of the 

|! Representatives from the State of Georgia, bas heen chosen 

| Speaker, and thatthe House is now ready to proceed to 

busiuess, and that the Cuerx do go with said message. 
The resolution having been read, the question 

was taken, and the resolation was adopted. 

| Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, rose and said that 

‘he held in his hand a resolution, which (he was 

i 4 

| understood to say) he had twice before had the 

|| konor to offer, providing for the distribution of 

‘i seats. 

| Mr THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, rose and 

|| asked the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. Evans] 

‘to give way for a moment, to allow him (Mr. T.) 

|| to introduce a resolution which, he said, was ne- 

|; cessary to the organization of the House. 

| Mr. EVANS yielded the foor for the purpose 

i indicated. 

| Mr. THOMPSON then offered the following 

' resolution, which was read: 

ii Resolved, 'Fhat a cammittee be appointed on the part of 

E this House, to join such committee as may be appointed of 

the part of the Senate, to wail onthe President of the United 

States and inform him that a queram of the House of Rep- 

resentatives is assembled, and that Congress is ready to 

: receive any communication he may be pleased to make. 

| The resolution was adopted. 

| And the following members were appointed by 

| the Speaker the said committees 

| Mr. Tuomeson of Pennsylvania, Mr. Vinton of 

! Ohio, and Mr. Hormes of South Carolina. 


RULES OF THE HOUSE. 
Mr. BOYD rose, he said, to offer the resolution 
which be would send to the Chair. 
The resolution was read as follows: 


Resolved, That the rules of the House of Representatives, 
except the eleventh rule, as existed atthe close of the last 
session of Congress, be adopted as the rules of this House 
until otherwise ordered; and thata standing committee of 
j five members be appointed, to be styled the Committee on 

Rules, 


character, before his own was acted upon, he 
should offer his as an amendment. 


i 


| 


if 


The eleventh rule, which Mr. BOYD proposed 
to except, by the operation of the resolution, is in 
the following words: 

« In all other cases of ballot than for committees, a ma- 
jority of the votes given shall be necessary to an elections 
and where there shall not be such a majority on the first 
ballet, the ballots shall be repeated until & majority be ob- 
tained. [April 7, 1789.] Andin all ballotings, blauks shall 
he rejected, and not taken iuto the coant in the enumeration 
i of votes, or reported by the tellers » {Sept. 15, 1837.] 
| Mr. BOYD, in explanation, said that his object 

in excepting this ruie was, to prevent the House 
getting into the same difficulty, in the choice of its 
i other officers, as that in which it had recently been 
l! ga long involved in respect to the election of 
(Speaker. As it was probable that a discussion 
Í might arise on the resolution, it was his desire to 
i move that the further consideration of it should be 
;! postponed until to-morrow, s 
i The SPEAKER stated the question to be on the 
| motion to postpone. . 

Mr. WENTWORTH rose to inquire of the 
i Speaker whether the motion to postpone was de- 
: batable? 
The SPE 
ii within a limited exte 
i; table. 
T Mi. WENTWORTH expressed the opinion 
that the preference of the House would be that the 


| 


AKER was understood to say, that 
nt, the resolution was deba- 


it 


H 
E 


68 


old rul 


there were some which he thought could not re- 
ceive the votes of a majority of the House. For 


these reasons, he should at the proper time offer | 


an amendment, providing for the adoption tempo- 
rarily of the rales of the last House of Represent- 
atives, and also providing for the appointment of 
a Committee on the Rules, which ssould report 
back to the House such rules as, in their opinion, 
should be readopted. This was the substance of 
the proposition he had offered. g 
that he should offer it as an amendment to the 
resolution of the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. 
Boyp,] unless that gentleman should think proper 
so to modify his resolution. 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be on th 
motion to postpone the further consideration o 
the resolution until to-morrow. i 

Mr. SCHENCK rose to inquire whether the 
resolution was now open to amendment? 

The SPEAKER said that no amendment was 
now in order. ‘The amendment of the gentleman 


e 
f 


from Ohio [Mr. Scuencx] might, however, by | 


general consent, be read for information. 

The amendment of Mr. Scuenck was then read 
in the following words: 

Except so much of said rules as provide for the appoint- 


ment of a Commuttee of Commerce and a Cammittee of | 
Roads and Canals; and that instead thereof, there be ap- ;i 


pointed two comin ttees, of nine members each—one com- 
mittee to be called the Committee on Foreign Commerce, 


among the States. , 
sFr shall be the duty of the Committee on Foreign Com- 
merce to take into consideration, and report upon ail sub- 


jects and matters referred to them, or Bav.ng relation to the | 


foreign commerce of the country. 

«frt shall be the duty of the Comm ttee on Commerce 
among the States to take into consideration, and report upon, 
all sabjects and matters referred to thens, and relating to 
commerce, and means of commerce, among the States.” 


And the question was then taken on the motion 


to postpone, and was decided in the affirmative |: 


without a division. 


So the consideration of the resolution was post- || 


poned until to-morrow. 
SEATS. 


Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, rose and offered the 
resolution which he had heretofore indicated his 
intention to present. 


THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by A. ; 
Dicktys, Esq., Secretary, informing the House : 


that a quorum of the Senate had assembled, and 
was ready to proceed to business. Also inform- 
ing the House that a committee had been appointed 


by the Senate, to meet a similar committee which : 


might be appointed on the part of the House of 
Representatives, to wait upon the President of the 
United States and inform him that a quorum of the 
two Houses had assembled, and that they were 
ready to receive any communication that he might 
be pleased to make. 

The messaze having been read— 

Mr. EVANS resumed the floor, but yielded it 
for the moment to 

Mr. THOM PSON, of Mississippi,who said that 


it had been usual to adopt a resolution that the ; 
House concur in the last resolution of the Senate. 


And he submitted a motion to that effect. 


By general consent, the question was put to the | 


House and was decided in the affirmative. 
So the resolution of the Senate was concurred in. 
SEATS. 

Mr. EVANS again took the floor. 

Mr. MORSE rose and asked leave to offera 
resolution which (he said) was customary in the 
organization of the House. Residing far away on 
the frontiers of the House, as he did, he had not 
heard whether such a resolution had been offered 
by any other gentleman. The object of it was to 


give the Speaker an opportunity (more necessary | 


from the circumstances which had attended his 
election) to appoint the committees of the House. 
The Christmas holidays happening just at this 
time, would be an additional reason for the adop- 
tion of his resolution. 


Mr. M. moved, that when this House adjourng, į 


it adjourn to meet at twelve o’clock on Friday 
next. 

Mr. EVANS now asserted his right to the floor, 
stating that the gentleman could offer his resolu- 
tion after his (Mr. E.'s) had been disposed of. 


He gave notice | 


| did not hear the gentleman, 
| tion having been demanded, it is not in order to ; 
| offer an amendment. 

Mr. SCHENCK suggested that, under the par- ; 


| House. 


lowing: 


Resoived, That the Clerk of the House, immediately after i 
ame of! 
ember and delegate of the House of Representatives, | 
on a separate piece of paper; that he then proceed, in pres- | 
ence of ihe Rouse, to draw from said box, one at a lime, the | 


the passage of this resolution, place ina box the 
each n 


said pieces of paper; and ae each is drawn, he shail an- 
noduce the name of the member or delegate upon it, who 
shall then choose his seat lor the present session: Provided, 
‘Chat before said drawing shall commence, the Speaker shail 
cause every seat to be vacated, and shail see that every seat 
continues vacant, until it is selected under this order. 


Mr. EVANS (remarking that a similar propo- 
sition had been adopted at the Twenty-ninth. and 
Thirtieth Congresses) demanded the previous ques- 


{i tion on the adoption of the resolution. 


Mr. DUER inquired of the Speaker whether it 
was in order to move that the consideration of the 
resolution be postponed ? 

The reply of the Sreaker was not heard. 


The SPEAKER stated the question to be on the | 
; adoption of the resolution. 
| Mr. MEADE sent to the Speaker’s table the : 
| following amendment, which he desired to offer, 
| and which was read: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House, immediately after | 


the passage of thts resolation, place in the box the name of 
eacn member of the House of Representatives, upon a piece 


of paper, aud that be taen proceed, in the presence of the | 
House, to draw from said box, One at a time, the said pieces į 
of paper; and as each is drawn, he shall announce the : 


name of the member upon it, who shall, in person, or by 


proxy, choose his seat tor the present session: Provided, | 


‘That before said drawing shah commence, the Speaker 


į shail cause every seat to be vacated, aud shall see that each 
and the other to be called tae Committee un Commerce |; 


seat continues vacant, until itis selected under the order. 


Mr. STRONG rose to a question of order. He 
stated it to-be, that it was notin order for any 
member to propose an amendment to a resolution, 


after the previous question had been demanded | 


upon it. The gentieman from Maryland (Mr. 
Evans] had distinctly catled for the previous ques- 


ii tion on the adoption of his resolution, | 
The Speaker did not hear | 
i the demand for the previous question. 


The SPEAKER. 


Mr, EVANS. 1l distinctly moved it. 
The SPEAKER. The Speaker states that he 
The previous ques- 


liamentary law, (which was the law under which 
the House was now acting,) the previous question 
was debatable—provided the debate was confined 
to the previous question itself. 

The SPEAKER said that the main question 
could not be debated. 

Mr. SCHENCK inquired whether the amend- 


; ment would stand, or would be cut off? 


The SPEAKER said that, in his opinion, the 


: amendment would be cut off. 
Mr. HARALSON suggested that no rules had | 
‘pas yet been adopted for the government of the | 
He submitted, therefore, that the pre- | 
| vious question was not applicable. 

The SPEAKER said, (in reply to the sugges- ' 
tion of the gentleman from Georgia, Mr. Harat- : 
soN,) that the House was now acting under the | 


parliamentary law, and that under that law the 
previous question had been demanded. 


Mr. HARALSON said that he held in his hand : 
a proposition, which he desired, if the other reso- i 


lution was voted down, to offer as a substitute for 
it, and which heasked should be read. The prop- 
osition was as follows: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of this House shall place the 
name of each member of the same, written or printed, on a 
piece ur pieces of paper of the same size, iuto a box, aud 
also shall number the seats with legible numbers, from one 


to twa-hundred and thirty-one, and one of the pages of the | 
House shail take out one of the names from the box ata i 
i lime; and the member whose name shall be thus drawn 


hall scleet his seat and announce the number thereof, 


which shall be noted by the Clerk opposite the name of : 
the said member, and continue this process until all the | 


inembers shail be seated. 


The SPEAKER said the question was on the | 
resolution of the gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. : 


Evawns;] and if that gentleman insisted on his de- 


mand for the previous question, and the House | 
should sustain it, it would not be in order for the |! 
gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Haraxson] to intro- ; 


duce his proposition. 


The SPEAKER then (addressing Mr. Evans) | 
asked him if he withdrew his demand for the pre- : 
: vious question. 


Mr, EVANS said he did not withdraw it. 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, rose to inquire 


t 


| 


i 
k 


should be carried into effect immediately? If so, 
the message could not be sent in to-day, for there 
would not be time. 

Mr. INGE moved that the whole subject be laid 
on the table. 

And the question was taken on that motion, and 
decided in the negative without a division. 

So the House decided that the whole subject 
should not be laid on the table. 

The question then recurred on the demand for 
the previous question. 

Mr. KAUFMAN asked the gentleman from 
Maryland [Mr. Evans] to withdraw his demand 
for the previous question, to enable him (Mr. K.) 


| to offer an amendment, which (he said) would 
| prevent the gouging which he had seen here when 


seats were formerly taken. 

Mr. EVANS did not withdraw the demand. 

Mr. KAUFMAN offered to renew it. 

Mr. EVANS adhered to his motion. 

Mr. KAUFMAN desired to have his proposi- 
tion read. : 

The SPEAKER said it could only be done by 
general consent. . 

Objections were made. 

Mr. MORSE called for the reading of the reso- 
lution of Mr. Evans; and it was again read. 

Mr. BOWLIN said he understood that the pre- 
vious question, under the parliamentary law, (for 
the House had no rules by which its operation 
could be controlled,) was debatable. 

The SPEAKER. The previous question is it- 
self debatable, under the parliamentary law; but 
not the main question, which is the resolution be- 
fore the House. 

Mr. BOWLIN. Ihavea right, as I understand, 
to show why the previous question should not be 
sustained by the House. And I wish to make one 


| or two remarks to that point. This thing will be 


done. It is bound tobe done. Probably, it ought 
to be done. But there is a method of doing it 
which is not provided for by the resolution of the 
gentleman from Maryland. 

Mr. HOUSTON rose to a point of order. He 
said he had understood the Speaker to say, that 
noremarks were in order, except such as applied 
to the previous question itself. 

Fhe SPEAKER expressed the opinion that the 
remarks of the gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. 
Bow .tn,} being a discussion on the resolution 
itself, were not in order. 

Mr. BOWLIN said, he was not about to dis- 
cuss the resolution. But there were other propo- 
sitions, fair and reasonable, to be submitted; as, for 
instance, that the desks should be numbered, and 
that each number should be registered as the name 
was drawn. . 

Mr. HOUSTON again called the gentleman 
from Missouri to order. 

The SPEAKER said, it was the opinion of the 
Chair that the remarks of the gentleman from Mis- 
souri were cut of order, 

Mr. BOWLIN said, he knew not by what other 
mode he could show to the House that the pre- 
vivus question should not be sustained. 

Mr. KAUFMAN said, that he understood he 
had a right to discuss the question why the pre- 
vious question should not be ordered. In his 
opinion, the resolution of the gentleman from Ma- 
ryland was not perfect, and he (Mr. K.) desired 
that it should be so amended 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, rose to a ques- 
tion of order. He contended that, under the par- 
liamentary law, debate must be confined exclu- 
sively to the question of time—as, whether the 
previous question should now be ordered. Butall 
remarks affecting the merits of the question were 
clearly out of order. 

The SPEAKER said that the gentleman from 
Texas [Mr. Kaurman,] was following inthe same 
course which, in the case of the gentleman from 
Missouri, [Mr. Bowntix,] had been ruled out of 
order. The gentleman was not in order. 

Mr. KAUFMAN then asked Mr. E. to with- 
draw his motion, on the pledge that he (Mr. K.) 
would renew it. 

Mr. EVANS declined. 

The question was then taken on the demand for 
the previous question, and there was a second, 
And the main question was ordered to be now 
taken. 

Which main question was, ‘Shall this resolu- 
tion be adopted :”? 
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And the question was taken, and decided in the 
affirmative. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. BOWLIN rose to offer a resolution. 

The SPEAKER understood Mr. B. to waive it 
for the moment. 

The SPEAKER then said, the resolution adopted 


by the House requires that this business shall be | 


disposed of at once.. The Speaker will order the 
resolution to be again read, that gentlemen may 
see what is required of each member in executing 
the order of the House. 


The resolution having been again read— 


The SPEAKER said, gentlemen are now re- |i 
quested to vacate their seats, and not to take any | 
other until their names shall have been called, and i 


they shall have made their selection under the order 
of the House. 
to see that this part of the resolation is complied 


with. Each gentleman will take his seat as his d 


name is called, and no other name will be called 
until such member shall have made a selection. 
Gentlemen are also requested to remain in their 
seats afler they have selected them, that it may be 
seen that those seats have been taken. 

The House then proceeded to the execution of 
its own order. 


THE PROCESS. 


ing the chances of the lottery. 

The process occupied about an hour and a hal 
and, when completed, presented the result ofan en- 
tire metamorphose in the face of the House. The 
nearest were furthest—the furthest nearest. The 
choice seats of the House fell often to the lot of new 
members, not conscious, perhaps, of the treasure 
they had obtained; whilst older members, accus- 
tomed to be seen and heard, made their distant 


abodes on the remote crusts of the frontier region ; |: 


scarcely to be seen, and still more doubtfully heard. 


THE HOLIDAYS. 


Mr. JONES moved that when the House ad- 
journs, it adjourn to meet on Wendesday next, at 
twelve o’clock. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, moved to amend 
the motion by substituting Thursday. 

Mr. JONES suggested that the House should 
meet on Wednesday, adjourn to Thursday, and 
on that day adjourn over to Monday, so as to af- 
ford the Speaker proper time to appoint the com- 
mittees. 

Mr. MEADE was understood to suggest a joint 
resolution of the two Hcuses to adjourn to a cer- 
tain day, not heard. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Evans, and was decided in the affirmative. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

And the motion, as thus amended, was agreed to. 

So the House decided that when it adjourns, it 
will adjourn to meet on Thursday next. 


THE MESSAGE. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, from the 


joint committee to wait on the President, &c., rose 
‘and notified the House that the committee had dis- 
charged the duty assigned them, 
President had replied that he would send a com- 


munication to the two houses of Congress imme | stances ‘hich led to that interruption. I not | 

|| express to you the sincere satisfaction with which | 
il we shall welcome the arrival of another Envoy i 
| Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary from | 


a sister republic, to which we have so long been, and 


diately. 
HOUR OF MEETING. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said, that as 
before the House, he | 
would move that the daily hour of meeting be | 


there was now no business 


twelve o’clock, until otherwise ordered. 
And it was ordered accordingly. 


Mr. SCHENCK gave notice that he would, to- | 


morrow or some succeeding day, ask leave to 
introduce bills of the following titles, VIZ: 
A bill for the relief of John Ozias; 


‘A bill to regulate the value of certain foreign |, 


coins; 
A bill to l k 
vessels of war of the United States Navy, 


A biil to èmptic 
islands in the Great Miami river. 


It is made the duty of the Speaker | 


i! ance of the fruits of t 
| destroying angel, for at 
| tions of our territory wit 
i| pestilence, yet the Almighty has at length deigned 
hand, and to restore the inestimable 
blessing of general health to a people who have 
deprecated his wrath, 
|! and implored his merciful protection. 

i While enjoying the benefits of amicable inter- ;| 
1 course with foreign nations, we have not been in- Í 
nd wars which have |) 
Itisa 
| proper theme of thanksgiving to Him who rules |; 

the destinies of nations, that we have been able to | 
maintain, amidst all these contests, an independent | 
i! and neutral position towardsall belligerent Powers. 
Our relations with Great Britain are of the most 
In consequence of the recent | 
alteration of the British navigation acts, British | 
| vessels, from British and other foreign ports, will, | 
(under our existing lane) after the first day of 
be admitted to entry in our ports, | 

Janua T o 4 Pao. | ted States and Spain; to the treaty between the two 


si 


and that the | 


indemnify the officers and crews of ' Holstein war. 
for : 
losses by shipwreck, fire, or other casualties; and p 


grant preémption rights for certain | 


POSTAGE. 


Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, gave notice that he 
would, on to-morrow or some day thereafter, | 
introduce a bill to reduce the rates of postage, and | 


for other purposes. 
THE MESSAGE. 


A message, in writing, was received from the | 
President of the United States, by the hands of 


Col. W. W. S. Briss, his Private Secretary. 


The SPEAKER said, if there was no objection, 
the Chair would lay the message before the House. | 
No objection having been made, the message 


was read, as follows: 


Fellow- Citizens of the Senate 
and House of Representatives: 


Sixty years have elapsed since the establishment | 
| of this Government, and the Congress of the Uni- | 
ted States again assembles, to legislate for an em- | 
pire of freemen. The predictions of evil prophets, 
who formerly pretended to foretell the downfall of | 
our instituuions, are now remembered only to be ! 
derided, and the United States of America, at this | 
moment, present to the world the most stable and 


permanent Government on earth. 


Such is the result of the labors of those who | 
Congress will emi- | 
nently depend the future maintenance of our sys: j 
tem of free government, and the transmission of 


have gone before us. Upon 


it, unimpaired, to posterity. 


Weareat peace with all the nations of the world, | 
_and seek to maintain our cherished relations of | 
| amity with them. During t \ 
i been blessed, by a kind Providence, with an abund- |} 
he earth; and, although the | 
ime, visited extensive por- 
h the ravages of a dreadful 


to stay his 


acknowledged his power, 


prevailed in other quarters of the world. 


friendly character. 


with cargoes of the growth, manufacture, or pro- 
duction of any part of the world, on the same || 
terms, as to duties, imposts, and charges, as ves- | 
| sels of the United States with their cargoes, and | 
| our vessels will be admitted to the same advantages |, 


| in British ports, entering therein on the same terms 
Should no order in council dis- 
turb this legislative arrangement, the late act of ; 
| the British Parliament, by which Great Britain is | 


Congress of the lst of March, 1817, it is hoped, į 


will be productive of benefit to both countries. 


A slight interruption of diplomatic intercourse, ; 


which occurred between this 


| France, I am happy to say has been. terminated, .| 
| and our Minister there has been received. — 
i| therefore, innecessary to refer now to the circum- ; 

i I need not | 


still remain, bound by the strongest ties of amity. 


Shorly after I had entered upon the discharge | 
of the Executive duties, I was apprised thata war |, 
| steamer, belonging to the German Empire, was be- 
ing fitted out in the harbor of New York, with the | 
aid of some of our naval officers, rendered under 
the permission of the late Secretary of the Navy. jj 
| This permission was granted during an armistice 
| between that Empire and the i 
mark, which had been engaged in the Schleswig- | 
Apprehensive that this act of in- 
tervention on our part, might be viewed as a vio- p 
lation of our neutral obligations, incurred by the 
| treaty with Denmark, and of the provisions of the 
act of Congress of the 20th of April, 1818, Í di- 


German Empire 
cessor, in August, 1848, and has for a long time 


he past year we have 


i| established without her coöperation. 


| the mission to Frankfort. 


Kingdom of Den- | : ; : 
i | opinions on the subject of national sovereignty and 


| personal freedom, there is no prohibition of it, or 


rected that no further aid should be rendered. by 
any agent or officer of the Navy; and Í instructed 
the Secretary of State to apprise the Minister of 
the German Empire accredited to this Government, 
of my determination to execute the law of the 
United States, and to maintain the faith of treaties 
with all nations. The correspondence which en- 


| sued between thé Department of State and the 


Minister of the German Empire, is herewith laid 
beiore you. The execution of the law and the ob- 
servance of the treaty were deemed by me to be 
due to the honor of the country, as well as to the 
sacred obligations of the Constitution. I shall not 
fail to pursue the same course, should a similar 
case arise, with any other nation, Having avowed 
the opinion, on taking the oath of office, that, in 
disputes between conflieting foreign Governments, 
it is our interest, not less than our duty, to remain 
strictly neutral; I shall not abandon it. You will 
perceive, from the correspondence submitted to 
you, in connection with this subject, that the course 
adopted in this case has been properly regarded by 
the belligerent Powers interested in the matter. 
Although a Minister of the United States to the 
was appointed by my prede- 


been in attendance at Frankfort-on-the-Main, and 
although a Minister appointed to represent that 
Empire was received and accredited here, yet no 
such Governmentas that of the German Empire has 
been definitively constituted. But Mr. Donelson, 


our representative at Frankfort, remained there 
several months, in the expectation that a union of 
| the German States, under one constitution or form 


of government, might at length be organized. Itis 
believed, by those well acquainted with the exist- 
ing relations between Prussia and the States of 


|! Germany, that no such union can be permanent! 
> 


In the event 
of the formation of such a union, and the organi- 


‘| zation of a central Power in Germany, of which 
i| she should form a part, it would become neces- 
j; sary 


to withdraw our Minister at Berlin; but 
while Prussia exists as an independent kingdom, 
and diplomatic relations are maintained with her, 
there can be no necessity for the continuance of, 
I have, therefore, re- 
called Mr. Donelson, and directed the archives of 
the legation, at Frankfort, to be transferred to the 
American legation at Berlin. 

Having been apprised that a considerable num- 
ber of adventurers were engaged in fitting out a 
military expedition, within the United States, 
against a foreign country, and believing, from the 
best information { could obtain, that it was des- 
tined to invade the Island of Cuba, I deemed it due 
to the friendly relations existing between the Uni- 


nations; to the laws of the United States; and, above 
all, to the American honor, to exert the lawful su- 
thority of this Government in suppressing the 
expedition and preventing the invasion. To this 
end, I issued a proclamation, enjoining it upon the 
officers of the United States, civil and military, to 
use all lawful means within their power. A copy 
of that proclamation is herewith submitted. The 
expedition has been suppressed, So long as the 
act of Congress of the 20th of April, 1818, which 
owes its existence to the law of nations and to the 
policy of Washington himself, shall remain on our 
statute book, l hold it to be the duty of the Exec- 
utive faithfully to obey its injunctions. 

While this expedition was in progress, | was 


| informed that a foreigner, who claimed our protec- 


tion, had been clandestinely and, as was supposed, 
forcibly carried off in a vessel from New Orleans 
to the {sland of Cuba. I immediately caused such 
steps to be taken as I thought necessary, In case 


il the information I had received should prove cor- 
| rect, to vindicate the honor of the country, an 


d the 


right of every person seeking an asylum on our 
soil to the protection of our laws. The person 
alleged to have been abducted was promptly re- 
stored, and the circumstances of the case are now 


‘| about to undergo investigation before a judicial tri- 


bunal. I would respectfully suggest that, although 
the crime charged to have been committed in this 
case is held odious, àS being in conflict with our 


unishment for it, provided in any act of Congress. 
‘he expediency of supplying this defect in our 


| Criminal code is therefore recommended to your 


consideration. 
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THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Dec. 24, 


I have scrupulously avoided any interference in 
the wars and contentions which have recently dis- 
tracted Europe. 

During the late conflict between Austria and 
Hungary, there seemed to be a prospect that the 
latter might become an independent nation. How- 
ever faint that prospect at the time appeared, I 
thought it my duty, in accordance with the gen- 
eral sentiment of the American people, who deeply 
sympathized with the Magyar patriots, to stand 
prepared, upon the contingency of the establish- 
ment by her of a permanent Government, to be the 
first to welcome independent Hungary into the 
family of nations. For this purpose } invested an 
agent, then in Europe, with power to declare our 
willingness promptly to recognize her independ- 
ence in the event of her ability to sustain it. The 
powerful intervention of Russia in the contest ex- 
tinguished the hopes of the struggling Magyars. 
The United States did not, at any time, interfere 
in the contest; but the feelings of the nation were 
strongty enlisted in the cause, and by the suffer- 
ings of a brave people, who bad made a gallant 
though unsuccessful effort to be free. 

Our claims upon Portugal have been, during the 
past year, prosecuted with renewed vigor, and it 
has been my object to employ every effort of hon- 
orable diplomacy to procure their adjustment. Our 
Jate Chargë d’A ffaires at Lisbon, the Hon. George 
W. Hopkins, made able and energetic, but unsuc- 
cessful efforts to settle these unpleasant matters 
of controversy, and to obtain indemnity for the 
wrongs which were the subjects of complaint. Our 
present Chargé d’A faires at that Court will also. 
bring to the prosecution. of these claims ability 
and zeal. The revolutionary and distracted con- 
dition of Portugal in past times has been repre- 
sented as one of the leading canses of her delay in 
indemnifying our suffering citizens. But I must 
now say it is a matter of profound regret that these 
claims have not vet been settled. ‘The omission 
of Portugal to do justice to the American claimants 
has now assumed a character so grave and serious 
that Í shall shortly make it the subject of a special 
message to Congress, with a view to such ultimate 
action as its wisdom and patriotism may sug- 

est, 

E With Russia, Austria, Prussia, Sweden, Den- 
mark, Belgium, the Netherlands, and the Italian 
States, we still maintain our accustomed amicable 
relations, 

During the recent revolutions in the Papal States, 
our Chargë d’A faires at Rome has been unable to 
present his letter of credence, which, indeed, he 
was directed by my predecessor to withhold until 
he should receive further orders. Such was the 
unsettled condition of things in those States that it 
was not deemed expedient to give him any instruc- 
tions on the subject of presenting his credential let- 
ter different from those with which he had been fur- 
nished by the late Administration, until the 25th of 
June last; when, in consequence of the want of 
accurate information of the exact state of things at 
that distance from us, he was instructed to exer- 
cise his own discretion in presenting himself to the 
then existing Government, if in his judgment suf- 
ficiently stable; or, if not, to await further events. 
Since that period Rome has undergone another 
revolution, and he abides the establishment of a 
government sufficiently permanent to justify him 
in opening diplomatic intercourse with it. 

With the Republic of Mexico, it is our true 
policy to cultivate the most friendly relations. 
Since the ratification of the treaty of Guadalupe 
Hidalgo, nothing has occurred of a serious char- 
acter to disturb them. A faithful observance of 
the treaty, and a sincere respect for her rights, 
cannot fail to secure the lasting confidence and 
friendship of that Republic. The message of my 
predecessor to the House of Representatives, of 
the 8th of February last, communicating, in com- 


pliance with a resolution of that body, a copy of || 


a paper called a Protocol, signed at Queretaro on 
the 30th of May, 1848, by the Commissioners of 
the United States and the Minister of Foreign Af- 
fairs of the Mexican Government, having been a 
subject of correspondence between the Department 
of State and the Envoy Extraordinary and Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary of that Republic accredited to 
this Government, a transcript of that correspond- 
ence is herewith submitted. 

The Commissioner on the part of the United 
States for marking the boundary between the two 
Republics, though delayed in reaching San Diego 


| 


| whose territories border upor: that ocean. 


by unforeseen obstacles, arrived at that place 
within a short period after the time required by the 
treaty, and was there joined by the Commissioner 
on the part of Mexico. They entered upon their 
duties; and, at the date of the latest intelligence 
from that quarter, some progress had been made 
in the survey. The expenses incident to the or- 


ganization of the commission, and to its convey- | 


ance to the point where its operations were to 
begin, have so much reduced the fund appropri- 
ated by Congress, that a further sum, to cover the 
charges which must be incurred during the pres- 
ent fiscal year, will be necessary. Thegreat length 
of froutier along which the boundary extends, the 
nature of the adjacent territory, and the difficulty 
of obtaining supplies, except at or near the ex- 
tremes of the line, render it also indispensable that 
a liberal provision should be made to meet the 
necessary charges during the fiscal year ending on 
the 30th of Juns, 1851. Taccordingly recommend 
this subject to your attention. 

In the adjustment of the claims of American 
citizens on Mexico, provided for by the late treaty, 
the employment of counsel, on the part of the 
Government, may become important for the pur- 
pose of assisting the Commissioners in protecting 
the interests of the United States. I recommend 
this subject to the early and favorable considera- 
tion of Congress, 

Complaints have been made in regard to the 
ineficiency of the means provided by the Govern- 
ment of New Granada for transporting tne United 
Siates mail across the Isthmus of Panama, pur- 
suant to our Postal Convention with that Repub- 
lic, of the 6th of March, 1844. Our Chargé 
d’ Affaires at Bogota has been directed to make 
such representations to the Government of New 
Granada as will, it is hoped, lead to a prompt re- 
moval of this cause of complaint. 

The sanguinary civil war with which the Re- 
public of Venezuela has for some time past been 
ravaged, has been brought to aclose. In its prog- 
ress, the rights of some of our citizens, resident 
or trading there, have been violated. The resto- 
ration of order will afford to the Venezuelan Gov- 
ernment an opportunity to examine and redress 
those grievances, and others of long standing, 
which our representatives at Caraccas have hither- 
to ineffectually urged upon the attention of that 
Government. 

The extension of the coast of the United States 
on the Pacific, and the unexampled rapidity with 
which the inhabitants of California especially are 
increasing in numbers, have imparted new conse- 
quence to our relations with the other countries 
It is 
probable that the intercourse between those coun- 
tries and our possessions in that quarter, particu- 
larly with the Republic of Chili, will become ex- 
tensive and mutually advantageous in proportion 
as California and Oregon shall increase in popula- 
tion and wealth. It is desirable, therefore, that 
this Government should do everything in its power 
to foster and strengthen its relations with those 
States, and that the spirit of amity between us 
should be mutual and cordial. 

J recommend the observance of the same course 
towards all other American States. The United 
States stand as the great American Power,to which, 
as their natural ally and friend, they wiil always 
be disposed first to look for mediation and assist- 
ance, in the event of any collision between them 
and any European nation. As such, we may often 
kindly mediate in their behalf, without entangling 
ourselves in foreign wars or unnecessary contro- 
versies. Whenever the faith of our treaties with 
any of them shall require our interference, we must 
necessarily interpose. 

A convention has been negotiated with Brazil, 
providing for the satisfaction of American claims 
on that Government, and it will be submitted to 
the Senate. Since the last session of Congress, we 
have received an Envoy Extraordinary and Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary from that Empire, and our 
relations with it are founded upon the most amica- 
ble understanding. 

Your attention is earnestly invited to an amend- 
ment of our existing laws relating to the African 
slave trade, with a view to the effectual suppres- 
sion of that barbarous traffic. It is not to be de- 
nied that this trade is still, in part, carried on by 
means of vessels built in the United States, and 
owned or navigated by some of our citizens. The 
correspondence between the Department of State 


and the Minister and Consul of the United States 
at Rio de Janeiro, which has, from time te time, - 
been laid before Congress, represents that it is a 
customary device to evade the penalties of our laws 
by means of sea-letters. Vessels sold in Brazil, 
when provided with such papers by the Consul, 
instead of returning to. the United States for a new 
register, proceed at once to the eoast of Africa, 
for the purpose of: obtaining cargoes of slaves. 
Much additional information, of the same charac- 
ter, has recently been transmitted to the Depart- 
ment of State. It has not been considered the 
pohicy of our laws to subject an American citizen, 
who, ina foreign country, purchases a vessel built 
in the United States, to the inconvenience of send- 
ing her home for a new register, before permitting 
her to proceed on avoyage. Any alterationof the 
laws, which might have a tendency to impede the 
free transfer of property in vessels between ouy 
citizens, or the free navigation of those vessels be- 
tween different parts of the world, when employed 
in lawful commerce, should be well and cautiously 
considered; but Í trust that your wisdom will de- 
vise a method by which our general policy, in this 
respect, may be preserved, and at the same time 
the abuse of our flay, by means of sea-letters, in 
the manner indicated, may be prevented. 

Having ascertained that there is no prospect of 
the reunion of the five States of Central America, 
which formerly composed the republic of that 
name, we have separately negotiated with some of 
them treaties of amity and commerce, which will 
be laid before the Senate. 

A contract having been concluded with the State 
of Nicaragua, by a company composed of Ameri- 
can citizens, for the purpose of constructing a 
ship-canal through the territory of that State, to 
connect the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, 1 have di- 
rected the negotiation of a treaty with Nicaragua, 
pledging both Governments to protect those who 
shall engage in and perfect the work, All other 
nations are invited by the State of Nicaragua to 
enter into the same treaty stipulations with her; 
and the benefit to be derived by each from such an 
arrangement will be the protection of this great 
inter-oceanic communication against any Power 
which might seek to obstract it, or to monopolize 
its advantages. All States entering into such a 
treaty will enjoy the right of passage through the 
canal on payment of the same tolls. 

‘The work, if constructed under these guarantees, 
will become a bond of peace instead of a subject 
of contention and strife between the nations of the 
earth. Should the great maritime States of Eu- 
rope consent to this arrangement, (and we have 
no reason to suppose that a proposition so fair and 
honorable will be opposed by any,) the energies of 
their people and ours. will codperate in promoting 
the success of the enterprise. 1 do not recommend 
any appropriation from the National Treasury for 
this purpose, nor do I believe that such an appro- 
priation is necessary. Private enterprise, if prop- 
erly protected, will complete the work, should it 
prove to be feasible. The parties who have pro- 
cured the charter from Nicaragua, for its construc- 
uon, desire no assistance from this Government 
beyond its protection; and they profess that, having 
examined the proposed line of communication, 
they will be ready to commence the undertaking 
whenever that protection shall be extended to 
them. Should there appear to be reason, on ex- 
amining the whole evidence, to entertain u serious 
doubt of the practicability of constructing suth a 
canal, that doubt couid be speedily solved by an 
actual exploration of the route. 

Should such a work be constructed, under the 
common protection of all nations, for equal bene- 
fits toall, it would be neither just nor expedient 
that any great maritime State should command 
the communication, The territory through which 
the canal may be opened ought to be freed from 
the claims of any foreign Power. No such Power 
should occupy a position that would enable it 
hereafter to exercise so controlling an influence 
over the commerce of the world, or to obstruct a 
highway which ought to be dedicated to the com- . 
mon uses of mankind. 

The routes across the Isthmus, at Tehuantepec 
and Panama, are also worthy of our serious con- 
sideration, They did not fail to engage the alten- 
tion of my predecessor. The negotiator of the 
treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo was instructed to 
offer a very large sum of money for the right of 
transit across the Isthmus of Tehuantepec. The 
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Pacific ocean, itis presumed that she would not 
hesitate to yield her aid, in the manner proposed, 
to accomplish an improvement so important to her 
own best interesis. 


We have reason to hope that the proposed rail- | 


toad acrosa the Isthmus of Panama will be suc- 
cessiuliy constructed, under the protection of the 
late treaty with New Granada, ratified and ex- 
changed by my predecessor, on the 10th of June, 
1848, which guaranties the perfect neutrality of 
the Isthmus, and the rights of sovereignty and 
property of New Granada over that territory, 


“with a view that the free transit from ocean to |} 


ocean may not be interrupted or embarrassed ”’ 
during the existence of the treaty. {tis our policy 
to encourage every practicable route across the Isth- 
mus, which connects North and South America, 
either by railroad er canal, which the energy and 
enterprise of our citizens may induce them to 
complete; and L consider it obligatory upon me to 
adopt that policy, especially in consequence of the 
absolute necessity of facilitating intercourse with 
our possessions on the Pacific. 

The position of the Sandwich Islands, with ref- 
erence to the territory of the United States on the 
Pacific; the success of our persevering and benev- 
olent citizens, who have repaired to that remote 
quarter in christianizing the natives, and inducing 
them to adopt a system of government and laws 


suited to their capacity and wants; and the use | 


made by our numerous whale-ships of the harbors 
of the islands, as places of resort for obtaining re- 
freshments and repairs,—all combine to render 


their destiny peculiarly interesting to us. Itis our | 


duty to eacourage the authorities of those islands 


in their efforts to improve and elevate the moral |] 


condition of the inhabitants; and we should make 
reasonable allowances for the difficulties insepara- 
ble from this task. We desire that the isands 
may maintain their independence, and that other 
nations should concur with us in this sentiment. 
We could, in no event, be indifferent to their pass- 
ing under the dominion of any other Power. The 
principal commercial States have in this acommon 
interest, and it is to be hoped that no one of them 
will attempt to interpose obstacles to the entire in- 
dependence of the isiands. 

The receipts into the Treasury for the fiscal year 
ending on the 30th of June last were, in cash, 
forty-eight millions eight hundred and thirty thou- 
sand ninety-seven dollars and fifty cents, ($48,- 
830,097 50,) and in Treasury notes funded, ten 
millions eight hundred and thirty-three thousand 
dollars, ($10,833,000,) making an aggregate of 
fifty-nine miihons six hundred and sixty-three 
thousand ninety-seven dollars and fifty cents, 


($59,663,097 50;) and the expenditures for the | 


same titne were, in cash, forty-six millions seven | 


hundred and ninety-eight thousand six hundred and 
sixty-seven dollars and eighty-two cents, ($46,- 
798,667 82;) and in Treasury notes funded, ten 
millions eight hundred and thirty-three thousand 
dollars, (310,833,000, making an aggregate of fifty- 
seven milions six hundred and thirty-one thou- 
sand six hundred and sixty-seven dollars and 
eighty-two cents, ($57,631,667 82.) 
‘The accounts an Il 

mitted to Congress in the report of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, show that there will probably be a 
deficit, occasioned by the expenses of the Mexican 
war and treaty, on the 1st day of July next, of five 
millions eight handred and twenty-eight thousand 
one hundred and twenty-one dollars and sixty-six 
cents, ($5,828,121 66,) and on the Ist day of July, 


1851, of ten millions five hundred and forty-seven ! 


d estimates which will be sub- | 


thousand and ninety-two dollars and seventy-three 
cents, ($10 547,092 73,) making in the whole a 
probable deficit to be provided for, of sixteen mil- 
lions three hundred and seventy-five thousand two 
| ($16,375,214 39.) The extraordinary expenses of 
the war with Mexico, and the purchase of Califor- 
nia and New Mexico, exceed in amount this deficit, 


objects. I therefore recommend that authority be 
| given to borrow whatever sum may be necessary 
to cover that deficit. 1 recommend the observance 
; of strict economy in the appropriation and expend- 
| ttare of the public money. 

| Erecommend a revision of the existing tariff,and 
its adjustment on a basis which may augment the 
| revenue. I do not doubt the right or duty of Con- 
| gress to encourage domestic industry, which is the 
i great source of national as well as individual 
j wealth and prosperity. I look to the wisdom and 
| patriotism of Congress for the adoption of a system 
| which may place home labor at last on a sure and 
permanent footing, and, by due encouragement of 
| manufactures, give a new and increased stimulus 
| to agriculture, and promote the development of our 


| Believing that to the attainment of these ends (as 


and the prevention of frauds) a system of specific 
duties is best adapted, I strongly recommend to 
Congress the adoption of that system, fixing the 
duties at rates high enough to afford substantial 


| stability. 
; The question of the continuance of the Subtreas- 
| ury system is respectfully submitted to the wisdom 
of Congress. If continued, important modifications 
| of it appear to be indispensable. 

For further details and views of the above, 
and other matters connected with commerce, the 


| No direct aid has been given by the General 
|| Government to the improvement of agriculture, 
i| except by the expenditure of small sums for the 
i; collection and publication of agricultural statistics, 
‘| and for some chemical analyses, which have been, 
lis, in my opinion, wholly inadequate. To give to 
couragement which it merits, Í respectfully recom- 
mend the establishment of an Agricultural Bureau, 
| to be connected with the Department of the Inte- 
rior. To elevate the social condition of the agri- 
; culturist, to increase his prosperity and to extend 
‘| his means of usefulness to his country, by multi- 
| plying his sources of information, should be ,the 
|i study of every statesman, and a primary object 
| with every legislator. 

No civil government having been provided by 
Congress for California, the people of that Terri- 
tory, impelled by the necessities of their political 
condition, recently met in convention, for the pur- 
pose of forming a constitution and State govern- 


suppose has been accomplished; and it is believed 
they will shortly apply for the admission of Cali- 
fornia into the Union asa sovereign State. Should 
such be the case, and shou!d their constitution be 
conformable to the requisitions of the Constitution 
of the United States, { recommend their applica- 
tion to the favorable consideration of Congress. 

- The people of New Mexico will also, it is be- 
lieved, at no very distant period present themselves 
for admission into the Union. Preparatory to the 
admission of California and New Mexico, the 
| people of each will have instituted for themselves 
!a republican form of government, “ laying Hs 
foundations in such principles, and organizing its 
powers in such form, as to them shail seem most 
likely to effect their safety and happiness.” 
| By awaiting their action, all causes of uneasiness 
| may be avoided, and confidence and kind feeling 
preserved. With the view of maintaining the har- 
mony and tranquillity so dear to all, 


of a sectional character which have hitherto pro- 
| duced painful apprehensions in the public mind; 
| and I repeat the solemn warning of the first and 
most illustrious of my predecessors against fur- 
nishing “any ground for characterizing parties by 
i; geographical discriminations,”’ 

| A Collector has been appointed at San Fran 


cis- 


hundred and fourteen dollars and thirty-nine cents, | 


| together with the loans heretofore made for those | 


vast resources and the extension of our commerce. i 


well as the necessary augmentation to the revenue | 


and sufficient encouragement to our own industry, | 
‘and, at the same time, so adjusted as to insure | 


thus far, paid for out of the patent fund. This aid ` 


this leading branch of American industry the en- | 


ment, which the latest advices give me reason to | 


we should ab- `: 
stain from the introduction of those exciting topics : 


co, under the act of Congress extending the reve- 
nue laws over California; and measures have been 
taken to organize the custom-houses at that and 
| the other ports mentioned in that act, at the earliest 
j period practicable. The Collector proceeded over- 
land, and advices have not, yet been received of his 
arrival at San Francisco. Meanwhile, it is under- 
stood that the customs have continued to be col- 
lected there by officers acting under the military 
authority, as they were during the administration 
of my predecessor. It will, Í think, be expedient 
to confirm the collections thus made, and direct the 
avails (after such allowances as Congress may 
think fit to authorize) to be expended within the 
| Territory, or to be paid into the Treasury, for the 

purpose of meeting appropriations for the im- 
provement of its rivers and harbors. 


|! and the buoys authorized to be constructed and 
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1 recommend the establishment of a branch mint 
| in California, as it will, in my opinion, afford im- 
portant facilities to those engaged in mining, as 
| well as to the Government in the disposition of 
-| the mineral lands. 
: also recommend that commissions be organized 
'| by Congress to examine and decide upon the valid- 
| ity of the present subsisting land tides in Califor- 
il ma and New Mexico; and that provision be made 
» for the establishment of offices of Surveyor Gen- 
ji eralin New Mexico, California, and Oregon, and 
for the surveying and bringing into market the 

| public lands in those Territories. Those lands, 
: remote in position and difficult of access, ought to 
_ be disposed of on terms liberal to all, but especially 
i| favorable to the early emigrants. 

| In order that the situation and character of the 
i| principal mineral deposits in California may be 
| ascertained, Í recommend that a geological and 
i! mineralogical exploration be connected with the 
1 linear surveys, and that the mineral lands be di- 
vided into small lots suitable for mining, and be 
ji disposed of, by sale or lease, so as to give our cit- 
i| izens an opportunity of procuring a permanent 
right of property in the soil. This would seem 
to be as important to the success of mining as of 
|| agricultural pursuits. 

The great mineral wealth of California, and the 
advantages which its ports and harbors and those 
of Oregon afford to commerce, especially with the 
islands of the Pacific and Indian Oceans, and the 
populous regions of Eastern Asia, make it certain 
that there willarise in a few years large and pros- 
perous communities on our western coast. It 
therefore becomes important that a line of commu- 
nication, the best and most expeditious which the 
i| nature of the country willadmit, should be opened 
i! within the territory of the United States, from the 
li navigable waters of the Atlantic or the Gulf of 
|’ Mexico to the Pacific. Opinion, as elicited and 
i expressed by two large and_respectable conven- 
i| tions, lately assembled at St. Louis and Memphis, 
i| points to a railroad as that which, if practicable, 
| will best meet the wishes and wants of the coun- 
‘try. But while this, if in successful operation, 
4 would be a work of great national importance, 
| and of a value to the country which it would be 
< difficult to estimate, it oughtalso to be regarded as 
| an undertaking of vast magnitude and expense, 
| and one which must, if it be indeed practicable, 
ii encounter many difficulties in its construction and 
: use. Therefore, to avoid failure and disappoint- 
| ment; to enable Congress to judge whether, in the 
‘| condition of the country through which it must 
f pass, the work be feasible; and, ifit be found so, 
i whether it should be undertaken as a national im- 
{| provement or left to individual enterprise; and, in 
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the latter alternative, what aid, if any, ought to be 
extended to it by the Government, I recommend, 
as a preliminary measure, a careful reconnoissance 
of theseveral proposed routes by a scientific corps, 
and a report as to the practicability of making such 
a road, with an estimate of the cost of its construc- 
tion and support. 

For further views on these and other matters 
connected with the duties of the Home Depart- 
ment, I refer you to the report of the Secretary of 
the Interior. 

I recommend early appropriations for continu- 
ing the river and harbor improvements which have 
been already begun, and also for the constraciion 
of those for which estimates have been made, as 
well as for examinations and estimates preparatory 
to the commencement of such others as the wants 


The act of 1845, reducing postage, has now, by 
its operation during four years, produced results 
fully showing that the income from such reduced 
postage is sufficient to sustain the whole expense 
of the service of the Post Office Department, not 
including the cost of transportation In mail steam- 
ers on the lines from New York to Chagres, and 
from Panama to Astoria, which have not been con- 
sidered by Congress as properly belonging to the 
mail service. 

Tt is submitted to the wisdom of Congress 
whether a further reduction of postage should not 
now be made, more particularly on the letter cor- 
respondence. This should be relieved from the 
unjust burden of transporting and delivering the 
franked matter of Congress, for which public ser- 
vice provision should be made from the Treasury. 


of the country, and especially the advance of our 
population over new districts, and the extension of 
commerce, may render necessary. An estimate 
of the amount which can be advantageously ex- 
pended within the next fiscal year, under the di- 
rection of the Bureau of Topographical Engineers, 
accompanies the report of the Secretary of War, to 
which I respectfully invite the attention of Congress. 

The cession of territory made by the late treaty 
with Mexico has greatly extended our exposed 
frontier, and rendered its defence more difficult. 
‘That treaty has also brought us under obligations 
to Mexico, to comply with which a military force | 
is requisite. But our military establishment is 
not materially changed, as tg its efficiency, from 
the condition in which it stood before the com- 
mencement of the Mexican war. Some addition 
to it will therefore be necessary; and I recommend 
to the favorable consideration of Congress an in- 
crease of the several corps of the army at our dis- 
tant western posts, as proposed in the accompany- | 
ing report of the Secretary of War. 

Great embarrassment has resulted from the effect 
upon rank in the army, heretofore given to brevet , 
and staff commissions. The views of the Secre- 
tary of War on this subject are deemed important, 
and if carried into effect will, it is believed, promote |: 
the harmony of the service. The plan proposed | 
for retiring disabled officers, and providing an | 
asylum for such of the rank and file as from age, 
wounds, and other infirmities occasioned by ser- 
vice, have become unfit to perform their respective 
duties, is recommended as a means of increasing 
the efficiency of the army, and as an act of justice 
due from a grateful country to the faithful soldier. 

The accompanying report of the Secretary of : 
the Navy presents a full and satisfactory account 
of the condition and operations of the naval service 
during the past year. Our citizens engaged in the 
legitimate pursuits of commerce have enjoyed its 
benefits. Wherever our national vessels have gone 
they have been received with respect, our officers |: 
have been treated with kindness and courtesy, and 
they have on all occasions pursued a course of | 
strict neutrality, in accordance with the policy of 
our Government. 

The naval force at present in commission is as 
large as is admissible, with the number of men 
authorized by Congress to be employed. 

-I invite your attention to the recommendation 
of the Secretary of the Navy on the subject of a |: 
reorganization of the Navy, in its various grades 
of cfficers, and the establishing of a retired list for |: 
such of the officers as are disqualified for active 
and effective service. Should Congress adopt some 
such measure as is recommended, it will greatly 
increase the efficiency of the Navy, and reduce its 
expenditures. 

I also ask your attention to the views expressed |! 
by him in reference to the employment of war- | 
steamers, and in regard to the contracts for the 
transportation of the United States mails and the 
aa of the system upon the prosperity of the 

avy. 

By an act of Congress passed August 14, 1848, 
provision was made for extending post office and 
mail accommodations to California and Oregon. 
Exertions have been made to execute that law; but 
the limited provisions of the act, the inadequacy of | 
the means it authorizes, the ill adaptation of our | 
post office laws to the situation of that country, and || 
the measure of compensation for services allowed | 
by those laws, compared with the prices of labor 
and rents in California, render those exertions, in ` 
a great degree, ineffectual. More particularand effi- 
oeni provision. by law is required on this sub- | 
ject. 


| 
i 
f 
| 
i 
| 
i 


| been received and ratified, and such regulations 


; the Post Office Department, and other matters 


! and it was made the duty of this Board ‘to pre- 


‘also proper forms and schedules for collecting, in | 


i exhibit a full view of the pursuits, industry, edu- 


ii enjoined upon the Census Board thus established 


i meration of the people of the United States within 
; the ensuing year. 


| and, founded as it was under the auspices of him 
| stitutional guardians, and command their favorable 


! consideration. 


| Executive has authority to recommend (not to 


i that duty, the Executive department of the Gov- | 


I confidently believe that a change may safely be 
made, reducing all single-letter postage to the uni- 


| form rate of five cents, regardless of distance, 


without thereby Imposing any greater tax on the 
Treasury than would constitute a very moderate 
compensation for this public service; and I there- 
fore respectfully recommend such a reduction. 
Should Congress prefer to abolish the franking 
privilege entirely, it seems probable that no de- 
mand on the Treasury would result from the pro- 
posed reduction of postage. Whether any further 
diminution should now be made, or the result of 


the reduction to five cents, which I have recom- |: 
ii mended, should be first tested, is submitted to | 


your decision. ; 
Since the commencement of the last session of 
Congress a postal treaty with Great Britain has 


have been formed by the Post Office Departments 


i of the two countries, in pursuance of that treaty, 
i: as to carry its provisions into full operation. 
| attempt to extend this same arrangement, through | 
` England, to France, has not been equally success- 


The: 


ful; but the purpose has not been abandoned, 
For a particular statement of the condition of 


connected with that branch of the public servive, i 
refer you to the report of the Postmaster General. 

By the act of 3d March, 1849, a Board was con- 
stituted to make arrangements for taking the 
seventh census, composed of the Seerctary of State, 
he Attorney General and the Postmaster General, 


pare and cause to be printed such forms and sched- 
ules as might be necessary forthe full enumera- 
tion of the inhabitants of the United States; and 


statistical tables, under proper heads, such infor- 
mation as to mines, agriculture, commerce, manu- 
factures, education, and other topics, as would 


cation, and resources of the country.’ The duties ! 
having been performed, it now rests with Congress 


to enact a law for carrying into effect the provision 
of the Constitution which requires an actual enu- 


Among the duties assigned by the Constitution 
to the General Government is one of local and 
limited application, but not on that account the 
less obligatory. I allude to the trust committed to 


Congress, as the exclusive legislator and sole guar- į 


dian of the interests of the District of Columbia. I 
beg to commend these interests to your kind atten- 
tion. As the National Metropolis, the city of 
Washington must be an object of general interest; 


whose immortal name it bears, its claims to the 
fostering care of Congress present themselves with 
additional strength. Whatever can contribute to 
its prosperity must enlist the feelings of its con- 


Our Government is one of limited powers, and 


The first sec- | 


tion of the Constitution ordains that “all legis- 
tive powers therein granted shall be vested in a 
Congress of the United States, which shall consist 
of a Senate and House of Representatives.” The ! 


dictate) measures to Congress. Having performed 


| decision shall have been officially submitted to the 
President for approval. The check provided by 
| the Constitution, in the clause conferring the quali- 
| fied veto, will never be exercised by me, except in 
the cases contemplated by the fathers of the Re- 
public. I view it as an extreme measure, to be 
resorted to only in extraordinary cases—as, where 
it may become necessary to defend the Executive 
against the encroachments of the legislative power, 
| or to prevent hasty and inconsiderate or unconsti- 
tutional legislation. By cautiously confining this 
remedy within the sphere prescribed to it in the 
cotemporaneous expositions of the framers of the 
Constitution, the will of the people, legitimately 
expressed on all subjects of legislation, through 
their constitutional organs, the Senators and Rep- 
resentatives of the United States, will have its full 
effect. As indispensable to the preservation of 
our system of self-government, the independence 
of the Representatives of the States and the people 
is guarantied by the Constitution; and they owe 
no responsibility to any human power but their 
constituents. By holding the Representative re- 
sponsible only to the People, and exempting him 
from all other influences, we elevate the character 
of the constituent and quicken his sense of respon- 
sibility to his country. It is under these circum- 
stances only that the elector can feel that, in the 
choice of the law-maker, he is himself truly a com- 
; ponent part of the sovereign power of the nation. 
With equal care we should study to defend the 
‘rights of the Executive and Judicial departments. 
Our Government can only be preserved in its puri- 
ty by the suppression and entire elimination of 
i every claim or tendency of one codrdinate branch to 
i encroachment upon another. With the strict ob- 
servance of this rule and the other injunctions of 
the Constitution; with a sedulous inculeation of 
that respect and love for the union of the States 
which our fathers cherished and enjoined upon 
i their children; and with the aid of that overruling 
Providence which has so long and so kindly guard- 
ed our liberties and institutions, we may reasona- 
bly expect to transmit them with their innumerable 
blessings to the remotest posterity. 

Bat attachment to the Union of the States should 
i be habitually fostered in every American heart. 
Tor more than half a century, during which king- 
doms and empires have fallen, this Union has 
stood unshaken. The patriots who formed it have 
long since descended to the grave; yet still it re- 
mains, the proudest monument to their memory, 
and the object of affection and admiration with 
every one worthy to bear the American name. In 
i my judgment its dissolution would be the greatest 
of calamities, and to avert that should be the study 
of every American. Upon its preservation must 
depend our own happiness and that of countless 
generations to come. Whatever dangers may 
threaten it, I shall stand by it and maintain it in 
its integrity, to the fullextent of the obligations 
' imposed and the power conferred upon me by the 
: Constitution. Z TAYLOR, 
| Wasuincton, December 4th, 1849. 

The message having been read— 

i Mr. TOOMBS rose and moved the adoption of 
‘a resolution, that the message be referred to the 
Committee of the W hole on the state of the Unions 
i and that fifteen thousand copies extra, with the 
accompanying documents, be printed. 

He remarked that the number proposed was, he 
believed, the usual number. 

Mr, SWEETSER moved to amend, by adding 
| five thousand copies of the message in the German 
: language. 
| Mr. HOLMES moved further to amend, by 
j adding five thousand copies in the French lan- 
| guage. Eee hae 
; (Mr. JONES inquired if it was intended that the 
: additional number to be printed in the German and 
' French languages should include also the accom- 


l 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


! |: panying documents? 
| its successful administration eminently depends on ` 
ii the confinement of each of its codrdinate branches 
: within its own appropriate sphere. 


' Mr. SWEETSER said, he would be satisfied 
| with the additional number of the message alone. 
| The question being first on the amendment of 
| Mr. Houmes to print five thousand additional 
copies of the message in the French, was taken and 


i disagreed to. 


ernment cannot rightfully control the decision of | 
Congress on any subject of legislation, until that | 


The yeas and nays were refused, and tellers 
were asked and ordered. 
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Mr. CABELL, of Florida, inquired whether 
the amendment embraced the additional copies of 
the accompanying documents? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands the 
gentleman from Ohio not to include the accompa- 
nying documents in his motion. 

Mr. SWEETSER repeated that his amendment 
proposed the printing of the message only. 

Mr. ROOT desired that the amendment be re- 
duced to writing. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. Sweerser] will please reduce his amend- 
ment to writing. 

Mr. McCLERNAND inquired whether the res- 
olution and amendments proposed the printing in 
any other languages than the German and English? 

The SPEAKER. The propositions now before 
the House do not. 

Mr. FOWLER inquired what was the question 
now before the House? 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be first 
upon the amendment to print five thousand addi- 
tional copies of the message in the German lan- 
guage. 

The tellers having been appointed—Messrs. 
Peck and Duer—took their places, and were pro- 
ceeding to take the affirmative vote. 

Mr. BAYLY. Is it in order to discuss the 
amendment? 

The SPEAKER. It would be in order had not 
the House already commenced voting. 

i ang tellers announced the affirmative vote to be 
15. 
Pade a count of the negatives not being demand- 
ed— 

The SPEAKER announced that the question 
was decided in the affirmative. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. BAYLY moved to reconsider the vote on 
the adoption of the amendment; and upon that 
motion, he said, he desired to say asingle word. 

A Memser. Did you vote in the affirmative ? | 

Mr. BAYLY. Idid. I generally know how 
to effect my purposes. 

I think (said Me. B) a worse precedent could jj 
not be set than the adoption of the amendment |! 
just agreed to. We have in this country but one 
legislative language, but one national tongue; and 
if we set the example of printing the public docu- 
ments in another tongue than that which is our 
national language, we shall be compelled to follow 
it up by printing our documents in every lauguage 
that prevails in any part of our extefded Republic 
—and these languages are precisely as numerous 
as the different tongues which are spoken in Chris- 
tendom. How can you discriminate? If you print 
the message in the German language, why should | 
you not print it also in the French? Why should 
you not a fortiori print it in the Spanish? in the 
Cherokee? the Hungarian? [A voice: ‘In the 
Pawnee?’’] and in every other language which is 
spoken in our extended Republic? If you depart 
at all from the custom of printing it in our national 
tongue alone, you cannot without improper dis- 
crimination refuse to print itin every tongue thatis 
spoken to any considerable extent in the Union. 
If you are to print the President’s message in the 
different languages which are spoken in the coun- 
try, there will be a much stronger necessity for 
printing the laws too in all these different lan- 
guages. The laws are made to be obeyed. To | 
enable them to be obeyed they ought to be printed | 
in languages which the different citizens under- 
stand, There is, therefore, a much stronger reason |! 
for printing all your laws in these tongues than | 
for printing political documents; and if you are to | 
go to that extent—and if this precedent be set and | 
followed, to that extent you must go—what will 
be the next step? You will have to empley inter- 

reters. 

Mr. WINTHROP interposed with a point of || 
order. Having adopted no rules and orders, the 
House (he said) were governed only by the par- 
liamentary law; and under that law there was no 
such motion as the motion to reconsider. The 
motion of the gentleman from Virginia was, there- 
fore, not in order. 

Mr. BAYLY said he had nearly got through 
with what he had intended to say. He would not 
resume. ; | 

The SPEAKER. The Chair concurs with the 
gentleman from Massachusetts upon the point of 
order. The motion to reconsider is not, there- 
fore, in order. ‘The question upon the adoption 


of the resolution of the gentleman from Georgia, 
iM: Toomps,] as amended, is, however debata- 

e, 

Mr. BAYLY. I move to lay the resolution, 
as amended, on the table. If that motion suc- 
ceed, I will follow it up by moving the resolution 
of the gentleman from Georgia afresh. 

Mr. MORSE. I hope my friend from Virginia 
will withdraw the motion to lay on the table. [ 
will renew it. 

Mr. BAYLY. Itis not necessary. The mo- 
tion to lay on the table is debatable. 

Mr. MORSE. I represent a constituency, a 
large portion of whom speak the French language, 
and yet I would not vote for the proposition to 
have a certain number of copies of the message 
printed in that particular language; because, in 
addition to the argument which has been submit- 
ted by the gentleman from Virginia, there is 
another one, and an important one, against it. 
Sir, it should be the object of this Government, as 
far as it can by its legislation, to seek to make 
those who seek an asylum and a home in America, 


Americans in every sense of the word. And if || 


this House, adopting the practice which has pre- 
vailed to some extent in some of the Staies, under- 
takes to furnish the Executive documents and 
reports in the various languages, these persons 
will cling with tenacity to their mother tongue, 
and transmit to their children and their descend- 
ants the habits, the prejudices, and the language 
which they shouid have left behind them as they 
crossed the ocean. 

Now, I ask the House if they mean to insist 
upon printing five thousand copies of the Presi- 
dent’s message in the German language, that they 
will at least give me a vote upon the reconsid- 
eration, so as to take again the question of print- 
ing also in the French language—the court lan- 
guage of Europe,—and in the Spanish language 


| —the language ofa section of country almost equal 
in extent to the old thirteen States which has re- |! 


cently been admitted into the Union. The people of 


| Louisiana are entitled—if any people are enuitled 
—to read the message in the language which they | 


speak; but while I would not ask 1 for them, Í 
apprehend that common justice requires, if we se- 


i rlously mean to bring it home to the understanding 
| of every constituent of the different members of 


this House, that a fair proportion of copies should 


| go out to the country in the French languuge—the |; 
language of Voltaire—the court language of Europe. |: 


Mr. ROOT desired to suggest an inquiry to the 
gentleman from Louisiana before he took his seat. 

Mr. MORSE. Certainly. 

Mr. ROOT. I wish to know from the gentle- 
man, if 5,000 copies are printed in the German 
language, how many each member of this House 
would get for his constituents ? 

A Voice: About sixteen, which could be bought 
for sixteen cents, 

Mr. MORSE. I am discussing the question of 
principle, and, in so doing, it matters very litle 
whether each member would receive but a solitary 
copy or more. The question 1s—and it is a se- 
rious and grave question—whether it is good pol- 
icy. Ido not approve of the system of legislating 
so as to make political capital. If I had desired to 
make political capital, | would have introduced a 
resolution for the printing of the message in the 
French language; for | apprehend that there is not 
a district in the United States where there is so 
large a proportion of the people whose mother 
tongue is not the English, as the district which I 
have the honor to represent. 

But upon principle L am opposed to the prop- 
osition, because I am desirous of seeing every 
foreigner in the country acquainted with the lan- 
guage of the Constitution of the United States; 


and, if I am not mistaken, the Legislature of the į 
State of Louisiana—about half of whose popula- | 


tion are French—have refused any longer to print 
the laws and ordinances of that State in the French 
languege, thinking that their people will thereby 


be induced to learn the language of the Constitu- | 


tion of the United States. : 
But I repeat, | hope if the resolution as amended 
be not laid on the table by a vote of this House, 


that gentlemen will give me their votes for the mo- | 
tion to reconsider the vote by which the proposi- ; 


tion to print a certain number of copies in the 
French language was rejected. 

Mr. BURT moved that the House do now ad- 
journ, but yielded at the suggestion of - 


The SPEAKER, who laid before the House ‘the 
following 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


| A communication from the Treasury Depart- 
| ment, covering the report of the Auditor to the 
Post Office Department. 

Also, the report of the Treasurer of the United 
States. 

Also, the annual report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury. 

Mr. VINTON said it was important that the 
last-named document be published at as early a 
| day as possible. He would therefore move the 
| printing of the usual number, and of as many ex- 
tra copies as were ordered printed of the same re- 
port at the last session of Congress. 

Mr. JONES said, the ‘* usual number” was de- 

termined by the ruies of the House. They had 
no rules, and therefore, when they passed an order 
| to print the usual number, how would that number 
| be determined ? 
i} The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that 
by the usual number is meant the same number 
which has uniformly been ordered printed for a 
number of years. 

Mr. FOWLER. What is the usual number ? 

The SPEAKER. Thirteen hundred and eighty 
| copies is the usual namber printed for several 
sessions, and ten thousand extra of this report 
were printed at the last session. 

Pending the question— 

Mr. BURT called up his motion to adjourn. 

Which being agreed to— 
| The House adjourned to Thursday, at twelve 
, o’clock, m. 


| 


| 
| 
1 
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IN SENATE. 
Monpay, December 24, 1849. 


The Journal baving been read, 

Mr. NORRIS submitted the following resota- 
ii tion: 

4 Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be authoriz: d to 


employ a clerk, and that he be allowsd such rate of com- 
pensation as is usually allowed in such cases. 


Mr. RUSK. said that the Committee of Claims 
i had heretofore been allowed to employ a clerk 
i; temporarily. It wasexpedient, be thought, that 
i the clerkship should be made permanent; and with 
_a view to have the subject considered, he moved 


| that the resolution be referred to the Committee of 
Claims; which motion was agreed to. 


if 
|| MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


ii _ The following message was received from the 
ii House of Representatives, by Mr. CAMPBELL, 
i A 

ʻi their Clerk: 

| Mr. Presmpent: I am directed to inform the Senate that 
i a quorum of the House of Representatives assembled on the 
l] 3d instant, and that on Saturday, the 22d instant, the Hon, 


COMMITTEE TO WAIT ON THE PRESIDENT. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, moved that a com- 
| mittee of two be appointed by the Chair, upon the 
art of the Senate, to join such committee as may 
e appointed on the part of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, to wait on the President of the United 
ii States, and inform him that a quorum of the two 
t Houses of Congress haveassembled, and are ready 
= to receive any communication which he may have 
i! to make; which was agreed to. 

€ The VICE PRESIDENT appoined Senators 
| Davis, of Mississippi, and Greene such commit- 
|i tee on the part of the Senate; and the committee 
| thereupon retired from the Chamber. 

| The following message was received from the 
|, House of Representatives, by Mr. CAMPBELL, 
i their Clerk: 

“The House of Representatives has passed a resolution 
appointing a committee to join such committee as tay he 
appointed on the partof the Senate, to wait upon the Presi- 
dent of the United States, and inform him that a quorum of 
the two Houses have assembled, and are ready to receive 
|i any communication he may have to make; and have ap- 
‘| pointed, as the committee on their part, Mr, THompsos of 
| Pennsy!vania, Mr. Vinton, and Mr. Houmes.?? 

i 


l; PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


| Mr. DODGE, of lowa, presented the petition of 
| Richard Chaney, relative to his claim of preémp- 
|, tion to a part of the land now occupied by the 
i town of Fort Madison; which was reterred to the 
i; Committee on Public Lands. 
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Mr. BORLAND preseated two memorials of 
citizens of Dallas, Bradley, and Drew counties, 
Arkansas, praying to be attached to the Cham- 
pagnole land district, and the removal of the land 
office to Carden, in that State; which were referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands 

Mr. RUSK presented the memorial of Angelina 
B. N. Cook, widow. of Colonel Wm. J. Couk, for 
compensation for services of her husband, in 
superintending and organizing Texas volunteers at 
Point Isabel during the Mexican war; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


OVERLAND MAIL ROUTE TO THE PACIFIC. 


Mr. R. also presented the memorial of William 
Bayard, asking that he may be authorized to con- 
tract with the Government for estabiishing a direct 
line of overland communication from St. Louis to 
San Francisco, in California; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads, and ordered to be printed. 


DISTRIBUTION OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


Mr. WALKER presented resolutions passed 
by the Legislature of Wisconsin, in favor of the 
cession of the public lands to the States. in which 
they lie, on condition that they be granted in lim- 
ited quantities to actual settlers only, at a price 
not exceeding the cost of their survey. 

In presenting the foregoing paper, Mr. W. re- 
marked that it related toan important matter—a 
permanent change of the public land system, He 
would therefore move its reference to a select com- 
mittee. There was an appropriate standing com- 
mittee—that on public lands; but in this instance, 
as it was a new matter before the Senate, and 
coming from Wisconsin asit did, he would rather 
it should go toa select committee in the first in- 
stance. He did not design, however, that any bill 
on the subject should be permitted to pass without 
an examination by the Commiitee on Public 
Lands; for it was his purpose to move, after the 
subject should have been reported upon by the 
select committee, that it should go to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands for their consideration. He 
would merely ask that it should first go to a select 
committee, 

Mr. BUTLER gave notice that he should op- 
pose all such modes of referring papers of this 
find. The ordinary committees were supposed to 
be impartial, and the matters which appropriately 
belonged to them should go to them in the first 
instance, unless upon an extraordinary occasion. 

The question being taken on the motion to refer 
the subject to a select committee of five, it was 
decided in the negative, 

The resolutions were then referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. FOOTE presented the memorial of John 
Flenderson, a citizen of the State of Mississippi, 
proposing a plan to reorganize and extend the judi- 
cial system of the United States; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
ordered to be printed. 

In presenting the foregoing memorial, Mr. F. 
referred to the memorialist as a gentleman well 
known to the country aga distinguished statesman 
and enlightened jurist. The memorial asked the 
passage of a bill of the title above stated. He would 
only say of the memorial, and the bill annexed to it, 
that he had cursorily examined both, and that they 
seemed to be most judicious, and carefully pre- 
pared for the removal of certain evils, the exist- 
ence of which no one could deny. Whether or 
not the bill was so efficiently framed as to remove 
these evils—whether the mode adopred was the 
most judicious that could be devised, he was not 
prepared to say; but, from the high respect he en- 
tertained for the gentleman who had drafted the 
memorial and the bill, and from the cursory exami- 
nation which he had given them, he was certain 
that the subject was worthy of immediate and 
careful consideration. He therefore moved that 
the memorial be referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and be printed; which was agreed to. 


RAILROAD TO THE PACIFIC. 


Mr. DICKINSON presented the proceedings of 
the Chamber of Commerce of the city of New 
York, in favor of the construction of a railroad 
from Lake Michigan to the Pacific ocean, on the 
plan proposed by Asa Whitney; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Roads and Canals, and 
ordered to be printed. 

In presenting the above paper, Mr. D. said that 


the high character of the body. from which it ema- 
nated, and the gravity of the subject of which it 
treated, fully jus ified the motion to print, which 
he made. 

Mr. D. also presented the petition of Thomas 
N. Carr, late Consul of the United States for the 


empire of Morocco, asking compensation for | 


diplomatic services near that Government; which 
was referred to the Commitiee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. 

Mr. D. further presented the petition of Hugh 
W. Dobbin, in behalf of himself and his two sons, 
Lodowick Dobbin and William W. Dobbin, both 
deceased, praying compensation for services and 
sacrifices in the late war with Great Britain; which 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. D still further presented the petition of 
Edmund Pavenstedt and Frederick Schumacher, 
merchants in the city of New York, asking to be 
released from liability on a custom-house bond; 
which was referred to the Committee on. Com- 
merce. 

Mr. WALKER presented a petition from citi- 
zens of Fulton, Wisconsin, asking the establish- 
ment of a mail route from Jonesville to Madison, 


in that State; which was referred to the Committee | 


on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
HEIRS OF KOSCIUSKO. 
Mr. FOOTE presented the memorial of Ladis- 


| laus Wankoweiz and G. ‘Tochman, legal repre- 


sentatives of the heirs of Thaddeus Kosciusko, 
deceased, asking the protection of the Government 
against certain alleged interference with their rights 
in the courts of the United States by the Emperor 
of Russia; which was referred to the Commiitee 
on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. F. also moved that the memorial be printed. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD observed that there was a 
rule of the Senate requiring that all questions re- 
lating to the subject of printing should be referred 
to the Committee on Printing. He recollected that 
a great many communications in this body had 
been printed at considerable expense, and thata 
great many questions had arisen on the subject. 
The question now was, whether, at the very com- 
mencement of the session, it would not be better 
to apply that rule, and refer ail questions of the 
kind to the Committee on Printing, and have their 
report whether the Senate ought to incur the ex- 
pense of printing. Th: rule requires the committee 
to report one day after the reference, 

Mr. FOOTE made an inquiry in relation to the 
rule. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD replied by reading the pro- 
vision of the rule referred to. 

Mr. FOOTE expressed his willingness that the 
motion to print should take the course prescribed; 
and 

it was accordingly referred to the Committee on 
Printing. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD subsequently said, that, 
haviny called the attention of the Senate to the 
rule on the subject of printing when his friend 
from Mississippi presented his memorial, and the 
Senate having taken the course therein indicated, 
he felt it a duty which he owed to that gentleman 
to move the reconsideration of the action of the 
Senate directing previous communications to be 
printed, in order that they might take the same 
direction. 

Mr. FOOTE insisted, if the honorable Senator 
from Kentucky was moved solely by consideration 
for him, that he would not put the Senate to the 
trouble of reconsidering their previous votes. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD did not desire to trouble 
the Senate. He had proposed a reconsideration 
from a sense of duty. He wished to assure the 


gentleman from Mississippi that he had not made ! 


the point of order upon his memorial for the pur- 
pose of discriminating against him. 

Mr. FOOTE expressed his conviction that no 
such motive had actuated the Senator from Ken- 
tucky. The explanation was not necessary. 

Mr. RUSK suggested that it was entirely un- 
necessary to reconsider the preceding votes. The 
memorials already ordered to be printed were very 
short, and the expense of printing would be but 
trifling. To move the reconsideration suggested, 
would be taking up the time of the Senate unneces- 
sarily. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD consented to withdraw his 


motion, in consideration of the shortness of the 
memorials. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presented the 
petition of Thomas M. Taylor, a purser in the 
navy, praying to be released from liability for 
public money lost in consequence of the failure of 
a bank in which it was deposited; which, together 
with the papers relating to the same, on the files 
of the Senate, was, on motion of Mr. D., referred 
to the Committee on. Naval Affairs. 

Mr. RUSK submitted documents relating to the 
claim of Hamilton P. Bee, an officer of the army, 
asking reimbursementof money expended by him 
for the transportation of subsistence and quarter- 
master’s stores from Camargo, in Mexico, to La- 
redo, in Texas; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. STURGEON presented the petition of 
Frances C. Elliott, widow of Jesse D. Elliott, de- 
ceased, late an officer in the Navy, asking reim- 
bursement of the expenses incurred by her late 
husband in receiving and entertaining the repre- 
sentatives of certain foreign powers, while in com- 
mand of the naval forces of the United States in 
the Mediterranean, between the years 1835 and 
1839; which he asked to have ieferred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Afairs. 

Mr. YULEE said that before the vote was taken 
on this subject, he desired to call the attention of 
the Senate to the rule which applies to cases like 
this. This case of Commodore Elliott has been 
before the Committee on Naval Affairs for six or 
seven years, and has been repeatedly reported 
against. Ele thought there was a rule of the 
Senate which forbids a continued reference of casea 
which have been reported against, unless upon the 
exhibition of new evidence. it seemed to him that 
this was a very proper case for the application of 
the rule, It was a very old case, which has been 
revived with probably very little expectation of 
success. 

Mr. STURGEON said that he was not aware 
that this case had ever been reported against. He 
was aware that it had been before the Committee 
on Naval Affairs a number of years. 

Mr. YULEE said the Secretary would be able 
to ascertain the facts. He believed that this was 
a case of an application for a reimbursement of 
expenses occasioned in the entertainment of distin- 
guished personages abroad. 

Mr. STURGEON expressed his willingness 
that the motion should lie on the table until the 
facts were ascertained; and that course was finally 
adopted. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented a petition of citizens 
of Bangor, Maine, asking the erection ofa custom- 
house at that place; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 


ADJOURNMENT TO THURSDAY. 
On motion, it was 


Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns, it be to meet on 
Thursday next. 


Before the question was taken on the Jatter 
order, 

Mr. DICKINSON rose and said that his pur- 
pose was not to object to the motion, but to ascer- 
tain, as nearly as might be, whether it was pro- 
posed to enter upon business the present week. It 
bad not been usual to transact business during the 
holiday season; and Senators frequently went 
away, not expecting business to be taken up. 
There were now, he said, Senators desirous to be 
absent for a short time, if basiness was not to be 
presented; and he therefore wished to inquire 
whether business was to be postponed, as usual, 
or whether the delays thus far would reverse the 
ordinary mode of proceeding. 

No general response was made to this interroge 
atory ; buta general understanding seemed to pre- 


vail that no public business would be taken up 
until Monday next. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN submitted the following res- 
olution, which lies over, under the rule: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
communicate to the Senate copies of the report and maps 
of the survey of the route from Fort Smith, Arkansas, to 
Santa Fé, New Mexico, made under authority of the War 


Department, by Lieutenant Simpson, of the Corps of Topo- 
grapbical Engineers in 1849, : P po 


REMOVALS FROM OFFICE. 
Mr. BRADBURY submitted the following res- 


olution for the consideration of the Senate: 


Resolved, That the President be requested to cause to he 
laid before the Senate all charges which have been preferred 
or filed in any of the departments against individuals who 
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have been removed from office since the 4th day of March | 
last, with a specification of the eases, if any, in which the 
officers charged have had opportunity to be heard, and a 
statement of the number of removals made under each de- 
partant, 


The resolution lies over under the rule, 
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH AUSTRIA. 


Mr. CASS submitted the following. resolution 
for consideration: : 
_ Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Relations be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of suspending dip- 
lomatic relations with Austria. 

Mr. C. stated that it was not designed to press 
the resolution until after the holidays. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. DOUGLAS gave notice that he would to- 
morrow, or atsome early day thereafter, ask leave 
to introduce bills of the following titles: 

A bill for the benefit of the Territory of Minne- 
sota; 

A bill granting one hundred and sixty acres of 
the public land to the actual settlers who shall re- 
side thereon and cultivate a portion thereof for the 
period of four years; 

A bill granting to each of the States in which the 
public lands are situated a quantity of land equal 
to one township in each several district, to aid in 
making a geologiéal survey of such States, re- 
spectively. 

CALIFORNIA, NEW MEXICO, AND DESERET. 


Mr. FOOTE gave notice that he would on 
Thursday next, or on some subsequent day, ask 
leave to introduce a bill to provide for the organi- 
zation of the territoral governments of California, 
Deseret, and New Mexico, to enable the people of 
California and the district. of Jacinto, in Texas, 
(with the consent of that State,) respectively, to 
form a constitution and State government, and for 
other purposes. = 

Mr. YULEE gave notice that he would ask 
leave to introduce a bill to provide for the payment 
of the militia called out by the Governor of Florida | 
during the recent Indian outbreak. 


CHANGE OF VENUE. 


Mr. WALKER gave notice that he would ask | 
leave to introduce a bill for an act to authorize a 
change of venue in certain cases. 


SCHOOL LANDS. 

Mr. BORLAND gave notice that he would ask 
leave to introduce bills with the following titles: 

A bill to grant to each township in the State of ; 
Arkansas an additional section of land for the use | 
of common schools; and, further, the right to ex- 
change the worthless 16th sections for land of good 
quality; 

A bill granting a pension to Mrs. Nancy Feath- 
erstone; 

A bill for the relief of Cincinnatus Tousdale and 
John C. Connelly; 

A bill to grant to the State of Arkansas certain in- 
undated public lands. i 

Mr. UNDERWOOD gave notice that he would 
to-morrow, or on some subsequent day, ask leave 
to introduce bills with the following titles, viz: 

A bill to provide for the unpaid claims of the 
officers and soldiers of the Virginia State and Con- ! 
tinental lines of the Revolution; 

An act for the relief of the American Coloniza- 
tion Society. A at 

Also several additional private bills, the notice | 
of which, not being sent to the Chair, could not be || 
procured by the reporter. 

THE CENSUS. 

Mr. SEWARD said he had received a memori- | 
al which required a reference to a committee on į 
the census. There was, he understood, no such | 
committee of the Senate at present, the committee | 
of the last session having expired with the Con- | 
gress. He mentioned the matter now, for the pur- 
pose of calling the attention of older members of 
the Senate to the subject, in order that, if neces- 
sary, some action might be taken relative thereto. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 

Mr. STURGEON asked leave to withdraw from | 
the files of the Senate the petition and papers of | 
Henry Simpson, surviving administrator of Ste- 
phen Simpson, deceased; which was agreed to. l 
Mr. DICKINSON asked leave to withdraw from | 
the files of the Senate the petition and papers of | 
William C. Sterrett; whichwas agreed to, and said | 


| the Senate, be taken therefrom, and referred to the 
i Committee of Claims; which was agreed to. 


i deliver to the Senate a message in writing’? 


papers were ordered to be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. D. also asked leave to withdraw from the 
files of the Senate the papers of A. L. Knicker- 
bocker; which was agreed to, and said papers were 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. D. also asked leave to withdraw from the 
files of the Senate the petition and papers of 
Manuel X. Harmony; which was agreed to, and 
said papers were then referred to the Committee of 
Claims. : 

Mr, UPHAM asked leave to withdraw from the 
files of the Senate the petition and papers of Arel 
Spalding; which was agreed to, and said papers 
were referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BUTLER asked leave to withdraw from 
the files of the Senate the petition and papers of N. 
B. Hill, administrator of Gilbert Stalker; which 
was agreed to, and said papers were referred to 
the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. B. also moved that the petition and papers 
of Guion & McLaughlin be taken from the files of | 
the Senate, and referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads; which was agreed to. 

Mr. YULEE moved that the petition and papers 
of Captain McCiellan’s company of Florida vol- 
unteers be taken from the files of the Senate, and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. BALDWIN moved that the petition and 
papers, on the files of the Senate, of Samuel W. 
Chilson, be referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads; which was agreed to. | 

Mr. FOOTE moved that the petition and papers 
of Clements, Bryan & Co., now on the files of 


Mr. SEWARD moved that the memorial of N. | 
Nye Hall be taken from the files of the Senate, 
and referred to the Committee on Pensions; which 
was agreed to. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuourspay, December 27, 1849. 


The Journal of Monday was read and approved. 
Mr. VENABLE rose and asked the unanimous 
consent of the House to offer a resolution which 
(he said) he would- send to the Speaker’s table to 
e read. 


STATE OF BUSINESS. 


The SPEAKER said, that before the gentleman 
proceeded, he desired to state to the House what 
was thé condition of its business at the time of the 
adjournment on Monday last. 

By unanimous consent, the Speaxer had on that 
day laid before the House the message of the 
President of the United States. A motion had 
been made to refer that message and to print it. 
Pending that motion, by unanimous consent the 
SPEAKER laid before the House the annual com- 
| munication from the Secretary of the Treasury. 
A motion had been made to refer and to print that 
communication; and pending that motion, the 
House had adjourned, ` 

Previous to these papers having been laid before 


| the House, the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. 


Boyp] had introduced a resolution in relation to the 
rales of the House, the consideration of which, npon 
motion, was postponed until to-day. The House is 
aware (continued the Spraxer) that it has adopted 
no rules for its government. ‘The House is there- 
fore acting under the parliamentary law, so far as 
that law is applicable to the business of this House, 


| Under that Jaw, in the opinion of the Chair, all 


questions pending at the time of adjournment were 
lost, and must be renewed before the House can 
pass upon them. The question, therefore, pending 
in relation to the messuge of the President and 
the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, under 
that decision, will die with the adjournment, and 
must be renewed before they can be acted upon. 


Mr. DICKINSON moved that the petition and 
papers of James Wormsley, and the petition and 
papers of Sarah Crandall, be taken from the files 
of the Senate, and referred to the Committee on 
Pensions; which was agreed to. 

Mr. DOWNS moved that the memorial of the 
members of the bar of New Orleans, La., in rela- | 
uon to changing the practice of the United States | 
courts of that State, be taken from the files of the | 
Senate, and referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary; which was agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. SEWARD, it was ordered 
that Catharine Oliphant have leave to withdraw 
her petition and papers. 


ANNUAL MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the committee 
appointed on the part of the Senate to wait upon 
the President of the United States and inform him 
that a quorum of both houses of Congress had 
assembled and were ready to receive any commu- 
nication he might have to make, reported that said 
committee had discharged the duty assigned to | 
them, and that the President had signified his 
purpose of transmitting his annual message imme- 
diately. 

Immediately thereafter, the Sergeant-at-Arms 
announced “a message from the President of the 
United States.” 

The Private Secretary of the President (Col. W. 
W. S, Briss) appeared in the aisle, and said: 

«s I am requested hy the President of the United States to k 


The message was opened by the Vice President, 
and read by Mr. Machin, the Clerk. 
The reading of the message having been con- 
cluded— | 
Mr. PHELPS moved that the usual number of | 
copies of the message, together with the accom- 
panying documents, be printed for the use of the 
Senate; which was agreed to. 
EXECUTIVE REPORTS. | 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate | 
the annual report of the Secretary of the Treasury | 
on the finances; which was ordered to be printed 1 
for the use of the Senate. 
Also, two reports of the Treasurer of the United 
| States; which were ordered to be printed for the 
use of the Senate. 
Also, a report of the Census Board; which was 
| ordered to be printed for the use of the Senate. 
! On motion by Mr. ATCHISON, the Senate 


i 


it 


1 
$l 
i 


The matter, therefore, before the House, prop- 
erly in order, will be the resolution of the gentleman 
from Kentucky, [Mr. Boyo,] the consideration of 
which was postponed unul to-day. And the 
Speaker would suggest that, in the present state of 
things, great confusion would arise by multiply- 
ing business, until such times as some rules and 
orders shall have been established. 

RULES OF THE HOUSE. 
Mr. BOYD rose to inquire ofthe Speaker what 
the effect of the previous question would be upon 
the resolution he had offered in relation to the 
rules of the House? 
The SPEAKER. The effect will be to bring 
the House to a direct vote on the adoption of the 
resolution. 
Mr. BOYD said he would further desire to be 


| informed by the Chair whether, if the rules of the 
| last House should be adopted, as contemplated in 


his resolution, the Chair would proceed. to appoint 
the committees until an order to that effect had 
been adopted by the House? 

The SPEAKER. The rules of the House re- 
quire that the Speaker shall appoint the commit- 
tees, unless otherwise directed by the House. 
The practice always has been, after the rules have 
been adopted, and before the committees are ap- 
pointed, to pass an order that the Speaker do now 
appoint the committees. Until such an order 
shall have been passed, the Speaker will not pro- 
ceed to the discharge of that duty, although the 
rules may have been adopted. 

Mr. BOYD. Such being the practice, and as 
‘the Speaker stated that he will not appoint the 
committees until an order shali have been passed 
by the House, I trust there will be no objection 
to the adoption of my resolution. I move the 
previous question upon it. : 

The SPEAKER. The previous question is 
demanded. ‘The question is on that motion. 

Mr. WENTWORTH rose to inquire whether, 
if the previous question was seconded on the res- 
olution, it would cut off amendments? Or, whether 
it would cover the amendment which he (Mr. W.) 
had given notice, on a former day, proposing that 
| the rules of the last House be adopted temporarily, 
i so that the House might modify them, or any of 
‘| them, if they did not like them? 

The SPEAKER said there was no amendment 
: to the resolution pending at this time. The gen- 
tleman from Illinois [Mr. WENTWORTH] had pro~ 
| posed to introduce a proposition, but that propo- 


| 


i 


| then adjourned. 


sition was not before the House. 
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Mr. WENTWORTH said he would ask that 
the resolution he would now send to the Chair 
might be read. And (said Mr. W.) if the gentle- 
man from Kentucky [Mr. Boyp] will embrace it 
in his resolution, we will go with him and sustain 
the previous question. 

[Several voices: ‘Speak for yurself. Do not 
be sure of that.”?] 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I meant to say that I 
would sustain the demand for the previous ques- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER. Under the parliamentary law, 
if the amendment of the gentleman from Illinois 
{Mr. Wentwortn] should be pending, and the 
demand for the previous question should be sus- 
tained, the amendment would be cut off, and the 
House be brought to a direct vote on the original 
resolution. 

Mc. WENTWORTH. If noamendments can 
be introduced, then the only resource is for gen- 
tlemen to vote down the demand for the previous 
question. F trust they will do so, 

The SPEAKER directed the Clerk to read the 
resolution, 

Mr. WENTWORTH demanded tellers on the 
previous question. ; 

Mr. GIDDINGS (addressing the Speaker) in- 
quired whether, under the parliamentary law, the 
previous question was debatable ? 

The SPEAKER replied that, as he had decided 
a few days ago, the previous question was deba- 
table—no further, however, than as regarded the 
question of the time when it should be taken. The 
merits of the proposition could not be discussed. 

The resolution of Mr. Boyp was then read, as 
follows: 


Resolved, That the rules of the House of Representatives, 
except the eleveuth rule, as they existed at the close of the 
last session of Congress, be adopted as the rules of this House 


five members be appointed, to be styled the Committee on 
Rules. 

Mr. WENTWORTH called for the reading of 
the 11th rule, proposed to be excepted. And it 
was read, as follows: 

« In alt other cases of hallot than for committees, a ma- 
jority of the votes given shall be necessary to an election ; 
and where there shall not be such a majority on the first 
ballot, the ballots shail be repeated until a majority be ob- 
tained. {April 7, 1789.) And in all baltotings, blanks shall 
be rej ected, and not taken into the count in the enumera- 
tion of votes, or reported by the tellers? (Sept. 15, 1837.J 

Mr. GIDDINGS said, that he merely desired 
to addresa a single word to the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. Boyo,] who had introduced this 
resolution. That gentleman must know, from the 
experience which he had had during his long term 
of service in this Hall, that the adoption of the 
rules now was eqnivalent to their permanent adop- 
tion. He (Mr. G.) desired that they should be 
amended in some respects. He did not intend to 
enter into debate upon them. He wished to offer 
an amendment, and he hoped that the gentleman 
would withdraw his demand for the previous 
question, that he might have an opportunity of 
doing so. The amendment was one which ought 
to be introduced, 

The SPEAKER inquired of Mr. Boyn whether 
he would withdraw the demand for the previous 
question, or not. 

Mr. BOYD said, he would withdraw it for the 

urpose of modifying the resolution in the manner 
Te would suggest; and when the resolution, as 
modified had been read, he should renew his de- 
mand for the previous question. 

The resolution, as modified by Mr. Boyp, was 
read as follows: 

Resolved, That the rules of the House of Representatives, 
except the Ilih rule, as they existed at the close of the last 
session of Congress, be adopted as the rales of this House, 
until otherwise ordered; and that a standing committee of 
five members be appointed, to be styled the Committee on 
Rules, whose duty it shall be to take into consideration and 
report upon all subjects and matters referred to them, or 
having relation to the rules of proceeding in this Huuse. 

Mr, SCHENCK suggested that the resolution, 
as modified, should be amended by the addition of 
the words, ‘* which committee, as usual, shall 
never report.” The gentleman from Kentucky, 
(Mr. Bovn,] added Mr. S., knew very well what 
he was abont. 

Mr. BOYD (scarcely heard) was understood to 
say, that he understood very well what he was 
doing; and he knew that if the committee did not 
report, and did not do their whole duty, he should 
cali upon them to do so, for some of the business 


| jected to the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Giopines 
until otherwise ordered; and that a standing committee of || J d ] 


| stitute, 


| was anxious to see ingrafted on the rules of the | 


| all the amendments—not recollecting that none of : 


| vote between the original bill, unamended, and the 


rules of the House ought to be amended. Fle re- 
newed the demand for the previous question. 

Mr. GIDDINGS claimed the floor. He had 
yielded it, hesaid, only for a specific purpose. He 
did not think it was right for the gentleman to go 
on and call for the previous question. The gen- 
tleman withdrew the demand—then offered an 
amendment, and renewed the demand. Was that 
in order? 

The SPEAKER said, the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Born] hada right to withdraw his mo- 
tion. 

Mr. GIDDINGS said, he would, then, send to 
the Chair another amendment, which he respect- 
fully requested the gentleman from Kentucky 
{Mr. Bory] also to adopt as a modification of his 
resolution. | 

The amendment was read as follows: | 

That the ordering of the previous question shall in n9 
case preclude a member from offering any amendment in 


the House which shall have been offered in the Committee 
of the Whole. il 


Mr. GIDDINGS again asked Mr. Boym to ac- 
cept it. 

Mr. BOYD said he thought the amendment 
might be a proper subject to send to the Committee 
on Rules for its consideration. But he could not 
indorse It. 

Mr. GIDDINGS said he understood what the | 
policy of the gentleman was. The gentleman 
knew that if the rules of the last House were | 
adopted now, they would stand permanently. But |! 
the gentleman should be cautious in what he || 
did. What he (Mr. G ) had suffered, the genue- |; 
man from Kentucky [Mr. Boyn] might yet suffer 
before the adjournment of Congress, by being ina || 
minority. i 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, rose and ob- 


going on to debate. 
cussion would follow. 

Mr. GIDDINGS said he did not intend to de- | 
bate at ail. 

Mr. VINTON said there were some slight 
amendments which he desired should be made to 
the rules of the last House, and which, he was | 
sure, would receive the assent of the gentleman 
from Kentucky ona bare statement of them, 

Among these was the rule requiring the Speaker 
to call the States and Territories for petitions, 
commencing with the State of Maine; and, alter- | 
nately, with the Territory of Wisconsin. Wis- 
consin was now a State, and Oregon was her sub- 


If he did so, a general dis- | 


Then, again, there was anotherrule under which 
it was made the duty of the Speaker to call for pe- į 
titions every day, for the first thirty days of the 
session; after which the States were called for pe- 
litions but once a week. Now, he presumed that 
the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Boyn] would 
readily agree that, at the present session, this | 
rule should be so modified as to allow of petitions |! 
being called for daily through the month of Janu- |i 
ary. The delay which had taken place in the |j 
organization of the House would render such an | 
amendment proper. i 

There was also another amendment which he | 
House, and which was an important one on some i 
occasions. It was a rule of the House, that when |! 
a motion was made to strike outa resolution ora 
bill, and insert a substitute, the friends or support- 
ers of the measure should have a rightto perfect it 
before the vote was taken on striking out the ori- 
ginal and inserting the substitute. The same rule 
applied to the Committee of the Whole. He had 
often seen the committee spend days in perfect- 
ing a bill, by emendment, before taking a vote 
upon the proposition to strike out the whole and 
insert a substitute; and finally, when the question 
was taken, the committee had struck out the whole |: 
bill and inserted a substitute which put an end to 


the amendments to the original bill would be re- 
ported to the House, or could be acted upon there. 
In this state of things, when the substitute was 
reported to the House, instead of the friends of 
the original bill having the privilege to vote upon 
it again, as in committee, they were compelled to 


substitute. i 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, interposed, and | 

submitted to the Speaker that this discussion was 

entirely out of order. i 


e] 


| would be necessary. 
| rule was excepted, no change would thereby be 


At this stage of the day’s proceedings, a mes- 
sage in writing was received from the President of 
the United States, by the hands of Colonel W. 
W. S. Briss, his Private Secretary. 

Mr. VINTON said, he had but one word more 
tə say. When interrupted by the gentleman from 
Arkansas, [Mr. Jounson,] he (Mr. V.) was merely 
about to add, that he had known a substitute to an 
original bill voted upon and reported to the House 
by a committee, when the House had no intention 
of adopting the substitute. The amendment he 
suggested would require that amendments made to 
an original bill in committee should be reported to 
the House, and that thus an opportunity should 
be given to the friends of the original bill to vote 
upon the amendments made in committee before 
the final vote was taken on striking out the original 
bill and inserting the substitute. 

Mr. BOYD said, he was well aware that any 
discussion on the merits of the question would be 
out of order. All the propositions of amendment 
which had been suggested were but so many argu- 
ments in favor of the proposition itself to raise a 
standing committee. He (Mr. B.) should no doubt 
agree with the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vinton] 
in many propositions of amendment. But the 
House must see the necessity of adopting the rules 
of the last House for its government without de- 
lay. The pressure of that necessity, as every 
gentleman could see, was upon them now. The 
difficulties in the way of the business of the House 
would but increase day by day so long as it was 


|! without rules. Let this resolution be adopted. 


Let a committee be appointed, to whom all these 
various propositions of amendment might be sent. 
The committee would consider them, and they 
would all be properly disposed of. He trusted the 
House would not now wander from the true point 
at issue, which was, whether the proposition he 
had offered should be sustained ? 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, expressed his 
concurrence in the remarks of the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Vixtoy,] and other gentlemen, that the 
rules of the House needed some amendment. But 
the House, he thought, should first have rules 
before proceeding to amend them. It was in the 
power of any gentleman, by giving one day’s no- 
tice, to introduce an amendment; and the House 
might require the committee to report upon it; and 
the apprehension that the committee never would 
report, might be obviated in tnat way. He 
trusted, therefore, that the House would imme- 
diately sustain the demand for the previous ques- 
tion. The House had acted under these rules at the 
last and the preceding sessions. Let them be re- 
adopted now, and afterwards let such amendments 
as were required be made. 

Mr. HOUSTON rose to make an inquiry from 
Mr. Boyp as to the object he had in view in ex- 
He (Mr. H.) did not 
know whether the gentleman contemplated a 


i change in the mode of election, or a change in the 
' general principle upon which elections had hitherto 


been conducted. Fle apprehended that in the 


| absence of all rules, (and upon this point he would 


ask information from the Srraxer,) under the 
general parliamentary law, and the general prin- 
ciple controlling the election of officers, a majority 
He presumed that if the 


effected in the majority principle by which elec- 
tions for officers had heretofore been governed. 
Mr. ASHMUN (taking the floor) said that he 
concurred entirely in the opinion expressed by the 
gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Boyp] and the 
gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Srepuens] as to the 
necessity of the adoption of rales. He thought that 
the House ought immediately to adopt the rules of 
the last session for its temporary government. In 
that, he thought, all gentlemen would concur. But 
that was not the proposition of the gentleman from 
Kentucky, (Mc. Boyv.] That gentleman proposed, 
not to adopt the rules as they existed at the last 


: Session, but proposed an amendment with them 
: which ought to go to the committee, 


1 He pro- 
posed to strike out the eleventh rule; the effect of 
which would be, that when the House came to vote 
for other officers, they would be brought to a pla- 


| rality vote. The gentleman did not disguise that 
| such was his object, o! 


; draw hisamendment, and let it go, as other amend- 


If thegentileman would with- 


ments would, to the committee which mizht be 
appointed, he (Mr. A.) would now go with that 
gentleman in the demand for the previous question. 
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that he (Mr. B.) had been opposed to the plurality 
principle from beginning to end. He thought it 
best, however, looking to the action of the House, | 
that the matter should be left within the control of [i 
that body. He would rather restore that rule; he | 
would rather see it in its place, and that the House 
should forever abide by that rule in the election of i 
its officers. He had, however, no objection in th@!! 
world so to modify his proposition as to drop that ji 
portion which contemplated to except the eleventh 4 
tule. And, having done this, he resumed his de- |i 
mand fer the previous question. ! 

The SPEAKER directed the resolution as now | 
modified to be re.d; which was accordingly done. | 

Mr. KAUFMAN (addressing the SPEAKER) 
desired to be informed whether, if the resolution as ! 
amended should be adopted, it would preclude the 
House from adopting, if necessary, the plurality 
principle, in regard to the election of its other 
officers? 

The SPEAKER, in reply, said that it was in 
the power of the House to alter any rule it might 
think proper. 

Mr. KAUFMAN would express the hope, then, 
{he said,) that the demand for the previous question 
would be sustained. He trusted, however, that 
the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Bovo] would i 
accept the first two suggestions of the gentleman ! 
from Onio, (Mr. Yıxron.] They were matters or | 
immediate necessity. Although he (Mr. K.) con- 
curred also in the suggestion of the gentleman from 
Onto as to the Committee of the Whole, yet he 


thought that wasa matter which should be left 
He hoped that, as ‘| 


for snbsequent consideration. 
that portion of the resolution which excepted the 
eleventh rule had been stricken out, the House 
would now enforce the demand for the previous 
question, and thus at once provide some rules for 
its government. 


Mr. DUER inquired of the Speaker whether, |; 
if the proposition of the gentleman from Kentucky i 
[Mr. Boyp} should be adopted, the House might |! 


hot, upon the report of the committee being made, 
alter any rule, or adopt any new rule, by the vote 
of a majority ? 

The SPEAKER said that such had been the 


practice of the House, At the last session the | 


Committee on the Rules reported various amend- 
ments, which were adopted by a vote of a major- 
ity. 

"Mr. DUER, further inquired whether any indi- | 
yidual member of the House might offer a new . 


rule, or an amendment to an existing one, and | 


whether that also might be passed by the vote of | 
a majority ? 

The SPEAKER said the Chair could. not now 
give its opinion upon the various propositions |: 
which might be presented. When propositions 
should be reported by the committee, any amend- 
ment gerv.ane to the matter which might be offered 
by a member would bein order. 

Mr. DUER said he wished to send to the Speak- 
ers table an amendment, that it might be read for | 
information. 

Mr. SCHENCK said that he also had had an 
amendment read for information, which was to be 
cut off by the previous question. It was well | 
known to all members who had watched the oper- 
ation of things here, that the adoption of the rules 
now would, in fact, be their adoption for the whole 
session. lt was true thatthe committee might re- 
port at any time; but when would their report be 
taken up? He referred to the fact that at the last 
Congress resolutions and reports at the head of the : 
calendar had remained there for seven months, 
and that amongst them was a report in relation to 
an amendment of the rules. 

Mr. INGE rose to inquire of the SPEAK 
was the question before the Louse? 2 

The SPEAKER said, it was on the resolution 
of the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Bovy.] 

Mr. INGE said, he understood that the previous | 
question had been demanded. 

The SPEAKER said, such was the fact. 

Mr. INGE suid he should then insist upon the 

nestion. 

The SPE 
been allowed to go on 
House. It would bet 
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 


ER, what 


AKER said, that the discussion had 
by the acquiescence of the 
he duty of the Chair, if the 
Scnencx] should be 


bt 


il 


| w 


j tion. 


| prepared to sw 
Í they knew anything of their pract 
: {f the gentleman from Kentucky {Mr. Boyp] was 


ji an 


called to order, to pronounce that his remarks 
ere not in order. 
Mr. SCHENCK said, that he was speaking in | 
direct reply to remarks that had been made by the Í 
gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Boyn,] the gen- | 
tleman from Georgia, [Mr. Srernens,] and others, 
And now in regard to this previous question: it | 
was a cut-throat instrument of legislation, to keep 
a minority with its nose to the grindstone, and 
dealing hardly with it when it was there. He 
warned all parties in this House from the dangers 
incident to its use, since all parties were in a mi- 
nority in this House. 

Mr. INGE rose to a question of order. 


The SPEAKER said that the course of re- |: 


mark adopted by the gentieman from Ohio {Mr. 
Scuencx] was clearly notin order. The previous 
question was debatable only as to the time when 
the main question should be taken. 

Mr. SCHENCK. And I am objecting to its 
being taken now. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is objecting 
generally to the propriety of the previous ques- 

Mr. SCHENCK. Well, sir, as nothing is in 
order now, I can only hope that the House, for 
its own security hereafter, will vote down the 
previous question in the present case. 

The SPEAKER then put the question, * Will 
the House second the demand for the previous 
question ?” 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Sueprerp 


i 
| 


|| 


Mr: OLDS moved the following amendment to 
the resolution of Mr. Bop, viz: 

Add to the 105th rule the folowing: 

7. Acowmittee on so much of the public accounts and 
expendiiures, as relates to the Deparunent of the Interior. 

Mr. WHITE suggested to the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Oros} the propriety of substituting in 
his amendment the word “ Home” for the word 
“ Interior,” so as to speak of “the Home De- 
partment.’? 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said that the 
vote just taken seemed to indicate an indisposition 
on the part of the majority of the House to adopt 
lany rules; for it was perfectly evident that they 
could mature and adopt no system of rules, with- 
| out first adopting the rules of the last Congress for 
í their government in the mean time. Now, it 
should be remembered by every gentleman pres- 
ent, that the majority could atany ume change 
the rules; therefore the rules were within the range 
and control of a majority during the entire session, 
What, then, could be the objection to now adopt- 
ing the former rules, so as to proceed to business 
i according to rules understood by nearly every 


| member, while few were familiar with the parlia- 


i| mentary law? He concurred in many of the sug- 
li gestions made by the honorable gentleman from 


| Ohio, [Mr. Vinroy;] but it was impossible—and 
Í that gentleman knew it as well as he (Mr. T.)— 
for them now to go on to act upon the gentleman's 
suggestions, and upon others that probably would 
| be made, without some rules for their temporary 


and Waxpo were appointed. 

And the question was taken and decided in the 
negative—ayes 77, noes 92. 

So the House refused to second the demand for 
the previous question. 

And the question recurring on the adoption of 
the resolution— 

Mr. WENTWORTH said that he had but two 
objections to the adoption of that proposition, 
He would state them, that the House might un- 
‘derstand them. In the first place he excepted 
to the number of the committee. Constituted as 
this House was, he did not think that the number 
of the committee ought to be reduced to five. 
! There was one very great objection to this change; 
‘it would give about one to each party in the House. 
| The number, if anything, ought to be increased 
i rather than diminished. At all events, it should 
not be diminished. 

There was another objection. During the whole 
i period of his service in Congress, he had never 
| known the rules of the House to be altered except 
by one tremendous, gigantic effort. It would be 
for the advantage of the new members that the 
rules of the last House should be adopted tempora- 
rily. Let those rules be adapted until the middle 
of February for example. Then let the committee 
repo 
and the individual members might condemn or ap- 
prove the rules that might please or’ displease 
them. lt was certain that no new member was 
allow the rules at once, especially if 
ical operation. 


willing to restore the committee to its original 


number, and provide that the House should adopt |; 


the rules as they now existed for a month or two, 


i 
if 


rt what amendments they might think proper, | 


| government. 

| Astothe remark of the other gentleman from 
| Ohio, [Mre. Scuencx,] that that part of the reso- 
lution relating to a cuinmittee was a mere ruse, and 
| that they would never report, he had merely to 


l 


he rules, and proceed to some busines or other? 

Mr. VINTON moved the following amendment 
tothe amendment: 

If, in Committee of the Whole, amendments be made to 
a bill, report, or resolution, and then such bill, report, or reso- 
‘Yution bs further amended by striking out the whole and 
| inserting such substitute, all of the amendments shall be 
| reported to the House, and the amendments to the original 
i bill, report, or resolution, shall be voted upon before taking 
| the vole on the substitute; and the previous quesuon shall 
| not have the effect to cut off any of the amendments. And 
ij this rale shall apply where a section or part of a bill, report, 
l or resolution shall have been first amended, aud then 


ii stricken out and a substitute inserted in its stead. 
| He wished merely to say a single word. The 
| House had now no other business before them. It 
i| appeared to him, therefore, thatthe present was the 
| most proper time to discuss the rules. That was 
the subject before them, and they could'act upon 
no other. If a committee. were raised to report 
upon the rules, by the time their report should 
come in, members would have other business 
which they would be anxious to press upon the 
House, and the report would go upon the calendar 
or table, and never be acted upon. He did not 
| understand the policy of preventing debate and 
| consideration of the very subject now before them. 
He thought it was the very time to consider and 
adopt such rules as all gentiemen would concur in 


| the obvious necessity of adopting. 


i 
i 


1 
i 
i 


the members would have an opportunity to exam- 
ine them for themselves, and he (Mr. W.) wou 

support the proposition, and also the demand for | 
the previous question. Until that was done, he | 
hoped the House would stave off the previous ; 
question. Ifthe whole subject was to be gone in- | 
to at once, let them have a debate upon it now. 

Mr. OLDS inquired if it would be in order now 
to move an amendment to the rules proposed to be 
adopted ? 

The SPEAKER intimated that an amendment 
to the resolution would be in order. 

Mr. WENTWORTH appealed to the gentle- 
man from Ohio to yield, to allow the proposition of 
which he (Mr. W.) had given notice to be read. 

Mr. OLDS yielded. 

The proposition of Mr. Went 
the rules of the last Congress temporarily) was 
ead, as follows: 

Resolved, That :he rales of the 
s they existed at the close of the I 
Congress be adopted, untif the third Monday in February 
next, as the rules of this House ; and that a committee be 
appointed, to cousist of nine members of this House, to 
revise said rules, and report what ones ought to he adopted, 
d what amendments or additions they may deem necessary. 


House of Representatives, 
ast session of the Chirticth 


di 


\\ 
|, port of the committ 


i 
1 


|| of rules. 


i 


Mr. DUER said he had voted against the pre- 
vious question because he believed, if they adopted 
of the last Congress without limitation 
“of time, there would be no probability of changing 
! them hereafter. He had no objection to adopting 
| those rules with a very short limitation of time— 
say to the l5ih of January. That would force 
upon the House the necessity of taking up the re- 
ee at a very early day, and 
| then an opportunity would be afforded of discuss- 
| ing and deliberately considering the whole subject 
i His opinion was, that many of the rules 
House were bad, and ought to be modi- 
hy they ought not 


: the rules 
je 

| 
| 


| of the last 
fied; and he did not know w 
new to be modified. 6.3 4d i 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, (interposing,) 
said, if the gentleman from New York would make 
the motion to adopt the rulesof last Congress until 
| the 15th of January, he (Mr. T.) would sustain 
| him. 
| Mr. DUER repeated, that if the rules were now 
‘| to be adopted, it should be only temporarily —to 
i| a certain day in February, perhaps, or to the 15th 
i| of January, as he was going to propose. He bim- 


self had certain modifications to propose, which 


i 
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he thought of some consequence, upon which he 
did not expect to get a vote now. 

Mr. BOYD Cinterposing) said, if it was in order, 
he would accept the gentleman’s suggestion as a 
modification of bis resolution. 

Mr. DUER. Ihave nothing more to say, then. 

Mr. WENTWORTH desired the gentleman 
from Kentucky also to modify the resolution so 
as to provide that the Committee on Rules should 
consist of nine members. 

Mr. BOYD accepted this suggestion also. 

The resolution, as modified, was then read : 

Resolved, That the rules of the House of Representatives, 
as they existed at the close of the last session of Congress, 
be adopted antil the l5th day of January next, and that a 
standing committee of nine members be appointed, to be 
styled the Committee on Rules, whose duty shall he to take 
into consideration and report upon all subjects and matters | 
referred to them, or having relation to the rules of proceed- 
ing in this House. 

Mr. SCHENCK. 

ending now ? 

The SPEAKER. The previous question was | 
moved hy the gentleman from Kentucky. 

Mr. SCHENCK said he wished to make a sug- 
gestion in reference to the resolution. 

Mr. CARTTER addressed the Chair. 

The SPEAKER stated that the gentleman’s | 
colleazue [ Vr. Scuenck] was upon the floor and i 
desired to make a suggestion in relation to the res- 
olution. tf no gentleman objected, the gentleman Í 
fon Ohio would proceed. 

No gentleman o jected. 

Mr. SCHENCK was about to proceed when— 

Mr. BOYD objected. 

After a word of conversation between Messrs. 
STANLY, BOYD, and the SPEAKER, as to 
whether the unanimous consent had been extended 
to Mr. Scuenck to proceed in his remarks—the 
point being yielded— 

Mr. SCHENCK proceeded. He was not (he 
said) narticularly anxious to speak upon this mat- 
ter. Buta little time since, when considerable lati- 
tude of debate had been allowed all gentlemen 
around him, the rule had been applied to him in 
all its strictness. Having the floor now by this 
general consent of the House, and that consent, as 
he understood, not having been revoked, he desired 
simply to repeat what he had before said, as to the 
general effect of the adoption of the rules now, 
relying upon a report from the committee hereufter, 
but more particularly to call the attention of the 
House to the fact, that if certain modifications were 

to be made, in order to give them efficiency, they 
must be made now. The gentleman from Missis- 
sippi [Mr. Taompson] was not right in saying 
taat the majority of this House could control its 
action. Time and again occasions had arisen, and 
would arise, when the majority were conquered 
by its own rules and unable to act. Suppose this 
committee, when raised, reported, and their report į 
went upon the calendar, and that the calendar were 
already encumbered with propositions which mem- 
bers, many of them, wished to dodge, the House 
could never get through them; and away at the 
further end of the calendar this report might be, 
where it could never be reached. | 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, reminded ;j 
the gentleman that a reference to the rules woald | 
show him that under them a proposition to change 
the rules required at any time but one day ’s notice. 

Mr. SCHENCK replied: Any parucular or 
specific change, provided it wasin order and could 
be got in, 2 

But that was apart from the question of acting 
upon the report of the comminee. He did not 
believe that one single calendar could be found of | 
one single session for the last six years at least j 
upon which there had not been at the time of ad- 
journment some report upon rules pending and 
unacted upon, because it could never be reached, 
for the very simple reason that the majority of the 
House eould not control the business out of order. 
The truth was, he had often been induced to think | 
that if they would merely adopt the parliamentary 
law, and in addition provide for the intercourse of 
the two Houses, and the appointment of the com- 
mittees, they would have better rules—rules which 
would not hamper the House and prevent its busi 
ness. But, he repeated, if they now adopted the | 
rules of the last Congress, he very much doubted 
whether they would getany material amendments 
this session. All past experience sustained him |: 
in this belief, i 

Gentlemen had said they could not now go into |! 


Is the previous question 


| manger in tie delberations of that body of persons. 


the consideration of the subject of rules; but his 
colleague [Mr. Vinron] had very properly re- 
marked that they had now more time for this pur- 
pose than they would have at any future period. 
He did not believe that the House would now 
make any general revision of its rules; but there 
were certain obvious modifications which must at 
once commend themselves. to the favorable con- 
sideration of the House, and which must be acted 
upon now, or they never would be acted upon. 
He had the other day given notice of an amend- 
ment to the proposition of the gentleman from 
Kentucky, which proposed to abolish the Com- 
mittees on Commerce and on Roads and Canals, 
and in their place to raise two new committees, to 
be composed of nine members each, to take their 
place among the standing committees of the House, 
viz: a Committee on Foreign Commerce and a 
Committee on Commerce among the Siates, that 
these subjects of external and internal commerce 
might be intrusted to two committees, giving to 
each as much business as any one committee 
would do. He was very well aware that a propo- 
sition of this kind would be opposed by every man 
who was opposed to internal improvements; but he 
believed it would commend itself to the favorable 
consideration of the majority of the House, because 
he believed a majority were in favor of some 
judicious system of internal improvements. 
there was any merit in this proposition, now was 
the time to adopt it before the committees were 
appointed by the Speaker, or it never could be 
adopted or carried into effect without great diffi- 
culty and confusion. Ifthe House intended, then, 
to modify the rules in this particular, they must 
now do it, or never. 

He was also opposed to the previous question, 
because he wanted a further opportunity of record- 
ing his vote against the hour rule. 
been adopted for purposes of wise economy, but 
the whole effect of it had been to prolong the ses- 
sions, to make more speaking, and thatofa worse 
quality, than they had ever had before. He de- 
sired the opportunity of again recording his vote 
against it with a respectable minority, at least. 
He had always voted against it, and the experience 
of every session had bat confirmed him in his op- 
position to it. 

Mr. SCHENCK having concluded— 

Mr. BURL addressnd the Chair, and inquired 
if the previous question had been moved ? 

The SPEAKER, It has been moved, and is 
now pending. 

Mr. BURT. Ihave nothing then to say. 

The question was then put to the House on sec- 
onding the demand for the previous question. 

Tellers were asked and ordered, and Messrs. 
Harris of Tennessee, and Jonnson of Kentucky, 
were appointed. 

And the vote having been taken, stood, ayes 79, 
noes 71. 

So there was a second. 

And the main quesuon was ordered to be now 
taken. 

Tne main question (on the adoption of the res- 
olution) was then taken, and decided in the affirm- 
ative without a division. 

So the resolution, as modified, was adopted. 


Mr. VENABLE rose and sent to the Chair a | 


resolution, which he desired might be read. 

The SPEAKER said, unanimous consent would 
be required. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to connnunicate to this House, as carly as he con- 
veniently can, whether, since the last session of Cougress, 
any person has been by him appointed eishera civil or miji- 
tary vovernor of Catifurnia or New Mexico. Ifany military 
or civil Governor has been appointed, their names avd their 
compeasation. Ifa military and civil Governor has been 
umted iu oue person, Whether any additional compensation 
has been given or said duties, and the amount of the same. 

Also, that he be requested i0 communicate to this House 
whether any agent or agents, or other persons, have been 
appointed by the President, or any of the departments of this 
Government, and seat to California or New Mexico, or 
recognized in said Territories by this Government authorized 
ʻo organize the peuple of Calitornia or New Mexico into a 
Guvernment, or to aid or advise them in such organization: 


| or whether such agent, civil or military Governor, was in- 
| structed or directed to aid, preside over, or be present at the 


a-sembly of a body of persons called a Conveution, in Cali- 
fornia, to control, aid, advise, direct, or participate in any 


the names of such agent or agents, and their compensation. 

Also, that the President be requested to inform the House 
whether the Executive or either of the d-parunents have 
seut any agent or agents, on the part of this Goverument, to 
Caiiiornia or New Mexico, to aid or advise the people of 


If 


That rule had | 


Ifany, | 


those Territories as to the formation of a government for 
themselves; and if such agentor agents have been sent, 
who they are, and their compensation. 

Also, that the Presideut be respectfully requested to com- 
municate to this House all the instructions given to such 
Governor, civil or military, in California or New Mexico, or 
to any officers of the army of the United States, or any other 
persons who may have been sent by this Government to 
California or New Mexico, and the proclamations and com- 
munications by them made to the people of said ‘Territories, 
as well as the entire correspondence of such agents or Gov- 
ernor with this Government. And also, whether any person 
or persons have been authorized by this Government, or any 
ef its departments, to appoint and direct elections in said 
Territories, and determine the qualifications of voters at the 
same; and whether any laws have been enacted by any 
supposed Government in California; and if so, what laws. 


| And thatthe President be requested to communicate to this 


House all correspondence heid by this Government with any 
persons in California or New Mexico, relative to the forma- 
tion of a government for said Territories by the inhabitants 
thereof; and whether any census of the citizens of said 
‘Territories has been made; and the same, if made, be com- 
municated to this House. 

Mr. WINTHROP said he believed, in the first 
place, that there was no authority under which 
such a resolution could be introduced, except by 
the unanimous consent of the House. 

The SPEAKER said the Chair had so stated. 

Mr. WINTHROP continued. In the next 
place, even if the resolution should be received, it 
must, by the rules of the House, being a call for 
information, lie over one day. He had no par- 
ticular desire to except to the reception of the 
resolution, if other gentlemen did not; but he 
should insist upon the enforcement of the rule re- 
quiring that the resolution should lie over. 

There was a message from the President of the 
United States now before the House. It seemed 
to him that it would be but a matter of respect to 
the Executive, first to consider subjects which had 
already been communicated to them, before calling 
for other information. [le therefore renewed the 
motion to refer the message to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and that 
it be printed for the use of the House; and that 
15,000 copies of the message and of the accompa- 
nying documents be also printed. 

And upon that motion, and with a desire to 
avoid the difficulty into which gentleman had fallen 
in relation to printing these documents in various 
languayes—the French, Dutch, Spanish, and he 
knew not what else—he moved the previous 
question. 

Mr. SWEETSER asked Mr. Winturor to 
withdraw the motion. 

Mr. VENABLE (addressing the Speaker) said 
he presumed his resolution would lie over one day, 

The SPEAKER said he had understond the 
gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Winruror| 
as objecting to the consideration of the resolution. 
The Chair desired to know whether the resolu- 
tion was to be considered as having been received ? 

Objections were made to the reception of the 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER said that the resolution was 
objected to, and therefore was not received. 

The question then recurred on the demand of 
Mr. Winturor for the previous question. 

There was a second. 

The main question was ordered; and, having 
been taken, was decided in the afirmative without 
a division. 

So the annual message of the President of the 
United States was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and was ordered 
to be printed; and 15,000 extra copies of the mes- 
sage and accompanying documents were also or- 
dered to be printed. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. ASHMUN gave notice of * a bill to reduce 
the rates of postage, and abolish the franking priv- 
ilege.” 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, gave notice of a * bill 
to grant to all American soldiers who have not 
been provided for by the United States bounty 
lands or pensions, bounty lands.’? 

Also, * a bill to graduate and reduce the price 


of the public lands to actual cultivators and set- 
tiers.” 


Mr. WENTWORTH gave notice that he should 


introduce ‘a bill providing for the improvement 
of certain harbors and rivers.” 


Also, ‘a bill granting to the State of Illinois the 


| right of way, and a donation of public lands for 


making a railroad connecting the Upper and Lower 
Mississippi with the chain of lakes at Chicago.” 
Mr. WOOD asked the unanimous consent of the 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


79 


Mr. BAYLY objected. 


THE COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BURT asked the unanimous consent of the 
House to offer a resolution, the adoption of which 
(he said) it seemed to him was necessary to the 
completion of the organization of the House, and 
to enable it to proceed with its business. 

The resolution was read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Speaker do now appoint the standing 
committees of the House. 

The resolution having been read— 

The SPEAKER inquired whether there was 
any objection to its reception. 

Mr. BAYLY said it seemed to him that the 
resolution was in order, Jt related to the organi- 
zation of the House. 

The SPEAKER said he had as yet heard no 
objection. 

Mr. STANLY said he should object if amend- 
ments were to come in and the House were to 
have all these things over again. 

Mr. BURT inquired whether it would not be in 
order, inasmuch as the rules had been adopted, to 
move a suspension of them. 

The SPEAKER said that such a motion would 
be in order only on Mondays. The rules of the 
last House having been adopted, the first business 
in order would be the call of the States for peti- 
tions, and then for resolutions. 

Mr. BURT called for the regular order of busi- 
ness. 


Mr. HILLIARD said he hoped objection would | 


be withdrawn to the consideration of the resolu- 
tion of the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. 
Burt.] He (Mr. H.) understood the SPEAKER to 
have stated that he did not intend to proceed to 
the appointment of the committees until the order 
had been passed. 


Mr. STANLY remarked that he wished the | 


commitiees to be appointed. 
The SPEAKER interpeaed and said that he had 
stated to the House that the rules required that the 
sanding committees should be appointed by the 
Speaker; but that the invariable practice had been 
that the Speaker did not appoint them until a 
resolution to that effect had been adopted by the 
House, 
Mr. STANLY waived his objection. 
The SPEAKER. Then the question is on the 
adoption of the resolution of the gentleman from 
South Carolina. 


Mr. SACKETT said, before the question was 


taken, he desired to offer a substitute, which he 
would send to the Speaker’s chair. 

The substitute was read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committees of this House be appointed 


by the House under a vied voce vote of the members thereof, 
and that itshall require a majority of those voting to elect. 


The SPEAKER said that a portion of the sub- 
stitute was not in order. The preamble was not | 
in order, because there was no preamble to the | 
original resolution. The amendment also was a 
violation of one of the rules of the Fouse, and 
would require to lie over one day. The rule re- 
quired a majority of members to elect, and the 
gentleman could modify his resolution so as to | 
concur with the rule. 

Mr SACKETT modified his resolution so that 
the committecs be appointed by the House under 
the provisions of the seventh rule. 

‘The question then being on agreeing to the said 
amendment— 

Mr. WENTWORTH demanded the previous 
question, desirous, he said, to get rid of debate. 

And the question on the said demand was taken, 
and decided in the negative. 

So there was nota second. 


Mr. ROOT begged leave to say to his friend i 
from New York [Mr. Sackett] that he was rather || 


too late in the day; that he should have thought of 
his proposition when they were adopting the sys- 
tern of plurality vote. The Speaker was notin the 
chair by his (Mr. R.’s) vote; but he was there by 


the votes of his (the Speaker’s) political friends, , 


with the connivance of his political enemies, and 
that he was confirmed there by the vote of both 
friends and enemies. Ele (the Speaker) had been 
laced there by the majority of the House—by a 
arger majority than any Speaker had received since 


he (Mr. R.,) had been a member of this body; and 
he (the Speaker) no doubt regarded the resolution 
of the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. STAN- 
Ly] as his best title to his seat Now, a Speaker 
thus elected and thus confirmed, might certainly, 
in his (Mr. R.’s) humble opinion, be trusied with 
the appointment of the committees. If gentlemen 
had any difficulty, any scraples in vesting the 
appointment of the commiuees in the Speaker, 
they should have thought of it before; it now came 
with a bad grace; he (Mr. R.) would never so 
distrust the Chair. If any candidate for the 
Speakership were presented who was not com- 
petent to discharge the high duties of the Chair, 
he (Mr. R.) would not vote for him; and he 
might have sufficient reasons for voting against 
him on other grounds than that of competency. 
But after making a Speaker by a vote so nearly 
unanimous—with about thirty dissenting votes— 
all the rest of the House saying that the Speaker 
was there rightly, that he was the most proper man 
to be there, the House would present themselves 
in astrange and ridiculous position, if they now 
took away from the Speaker thus elected the power 
of the appointment of the committees of the House. 

Mr. GIDDINGS said be rose simply to carry 
still further the views to which his colleague had 
alluded. He saw that through the Taylor papers 
of the Norih the Free-Soilers were charged with 
electing the present Speaker. He desired to say 
to the House and to the country that the Speaker 
held his seat asa resulting consequence of the plu- 
ratity rule which was forced upon the House by 
most of the Whig party, aided by a small portion 
of those belonging to the other side of the House. 
Every reflecting man must have foreseen that re- 


i 
tt 


ever, elected, and presided in this body for two 
sessions of Congress. He said his colleague now 
asks if he did not know that that gentleman was 
in favor of the Wilmot proviso? Let his official 
acts answer the question. They stood on record. 
The Committee on Territories arranged by that 
Speaker had refused. to report a bill containing the 
proviso, until peremptorily ordered to do so by 
vote of the House. 

Mr. ROCKWELL asked if the gentleman from 
Ohio intended to say that the Committee on Terri- 
tories refused to report a bill containing the provis- 
: ions of 1787? 

Mr. GiIDDINGS said, perhaps his language 
was too strong; he should have said they feglected 
to report sucha bill. ‘The gentleman from Massa- 
| chusetts then occupying the Speaker’s chair had 
alao refused to say what he would do in regard to 
so arranging the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia as to give expression to the sentiment of 
| the entire North against the slave trade. 

Mr. SCHENCK said, his colleague had inferred 
from the arrangement of certain committees that 
the gentleman from Massachusetts wax opposed 
to the proviso. He wished to inquire whether his 
colleague did not know that that gentleman had 
moved the proviso to the Oregon bill ? 

Mr. GIDDINGS called the House to witness 
that he had not sought this personat controversy. 
But as his colleague had pressed him into’ this 
matter, he was compelled to enter upon a defence; 


| and in making that defence, he would be con- 


strained to refer to the gentleman from Massachu~- 
setts more freely than he had felt’any inclination 
todo. It was true that the gentleman from Mas- 


sult—at least it appeared so to him. All were con- 
scious that 116 members held their seats by aid of | 
Democratic votes. There were 114 only elected | 
by aid of Whig votes. Of these, two were absent, 
(Mr. Kine of Georgia and Mr. Gentry,] leaving 
but 112 who had been elected by the aid of Whig 
| votes. Those, therefore, who voted for the plural 
ity rale must have clearly foreseen the result. He 
had himself pointed many of the Whig party to it. 

Mr. WHITE inquired if the gentleman’s saga- | 
city could point out any other mude of organizing | 
the House than by the plurality vote? 

Mr. GIDDINGS rephed that the Whig party 
had it in their power at any time to elect the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, on the opposite side of 
the House, [Mr. Srrona,} or any other Democrat 
known to be in favor of the proviso; or they could 
have elected any northern Whig who was openly 
committed to that measure. He had himself, and 
| other Free-Soilers had, voted for the gentleman 


Whig party united upon him, he would have been | 
elected on almost any ballot. 

Mr. SCHENCK desired the floor to ask a | 
question. He wished to inquire of his colleague 
whether he had not an opportunity to vote fora 
northern Whig who was committed to the proviso? 

Mr. GIDDINGS said, Certainly: he did so 
when he voted for the geneman to whom he had 
alluded. 

Mr. SCHENCK desired to inquire whether he 
had not an opportunity of choosing between the 
Whig nominee and the gentleman who was 
elected ? 

Mr. GIDDINGS said, he regretted that his col- | 


| upon him. He had not intended to make personal | 


allusion to tne honorable gendeman from Massa: 


from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Srevens,] and had the || 


league (Mr. Schenck] had pressed this question |. 


| sachusetts had moved the proviso some years since 
| to the Oregon bill; but, said he, men change their 
opinions and acts when raised to exalted stations, 
Before he should close his remarks, his colleague’s 
question would be answered. 

He was referring, when last interrupted, to the 
arrangement of the Committee on this District. 
That committee, during the last Congress, ap- 
peared to have been studiously arranged, so as to 
protect the infamous commerce in human flesh 
carried. on in this city. This committee had be- 
| fore them the petitions of the North. They had 
| witnessed the heart-rending scenes which trans- 
| pired on the Avenue in the month of May, 1848, 
| when that mournful procession of fifty-two slaves 
Í had been marched along that Court street of 
: Washington, by the great slave-dealer, Hope H. 
| Slatrer. He could not say that they were person- 
| ally present, and actually witnessed that revolting 
| spectacle; but they soon knew all the disgusting 

facts, and so did the then Speaker. But not all 
| these scenes, aided by the sentiment of the North 
| and by the voice of humanity, could extort from 
| that committee—arranged as they were by the late 
| Whig candidate for Speaker—a report against the 
| slave trade, nor even a word of reproof against 
| that traffic, for pursuing which on the eastern shore 
| of the Atlantic, we hang men as unsuited to human 
association. 

But this was not all. The gentleman at the 
next session again formed the committee of nearly 
the same members. Indeed, he said he dit not 
recollect as there was any change. And theslave 
| trade was again protected by that committee. 
| Now (said he) this same gentleman is again 
| brought torward as the Whig candidate for Speak- 


i 
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i 


chusetts, [Mr. Wixraror,] who had formerly 
occupied the chair, But his colleague had pressed 
him into a position which compelled him to refer 


| 
i 
f 


perfect respect. 

It was known to the House and to the country, | 
that on the assembling of Congress, in 1847, he and i 
two other gentlemen, who, with himself, had pre- | 
viously acted with the W iig party, refused to vote ; 
for the gentleman at that ime nominated by the | 
Whigs. A learned and honorable gentleman from | 
Massachuseus, {Mr. Patrrey,}] with his appro- 
i bation, had propounded to the candidate interroga- 
| tories concerning the policy which he would pursue 
| in relation to certain committees of this body, if 
elected. The gentleman refused to answer the 
interrogatories, but referred to his past acts and 
+; votes as proof of his future course. These were 
‘| not satisfactory to him, nor to his two friends, 
|l and they declined voting for him. He was, how- 


F 
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il 


to that gentleman, which he intended to do with 1 


i! the former; and there was a chance, 


| 
| 


‘the chair. He said God forbid that he should 
/ dates; but he did not believe that a member on 
> tain either of them. Yet one thing was quite cer- 


er, and gentlemen are again called on to choose 
i between him and the gentleman now occupying 
| attempt to make a selection between them. He 
i spoke with perfect respect for both those candi- 
that floor, ora man in the whole country, had, for 
a moment, believed that he could be driven to sus- 
Speaker enuld'do no worse than 

a hope that 


| tain, the present 


‘he might do better. 

He again repeated that 
‘ enter into these personal 

i ihe acts of other gentlemen; | 
© bear him witness that it had been forced upon him 
7 by his coileague. But he had now assigned some 
| of the reasons W 


hy he had refused to vote for the 
Whig nominee. 


Mi WINTHROP desired (he said) only to 
say afew words. He did not propose to go into 
any elaborate reply to the remarks of the gentle- 
man from Ohio, (Mr. Gippines.] He rather pre- 


he had not intended to 
explanations, involving 
; but the House would 


| 
i 
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ferred to remind the House that a reply had already | 
come from an honorable member on the other side | 
—the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Jounson.] || 
The notes of that gentleman’s speech had not yet 
died away, and he was quite sure the House and 
the country would bear in mind that he (Mr. W.) 
had been assailed upon the one side by the gentle- 
man from Ohio, as having been most ultra in oppo- 
sition to everything like Free-Soilism, in opposition 
to northern sentiment upon the subject of slavery; 
while, upon the other hand, he had been held up by 
the gentleman from Tennessee as having in every 
respect gone against southern views, and used the 
power and patronage of this House against them. 
Now he was quite willing to allow these counter 
statements, these counter speeches, to go out to the 
country to reply the one to the other. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, (interposing.) Does the hon- 
orable gentleman from Massachusetts admit that 
the argument of the gentleman from Tennessee 
(Mec. Jonsson] is correct? 


the gentleman from Ohio, once for all, without in- | 
tending any personal disrespect to the gentleman, | 
that he did not design to answer his interrogato- ; 
ries. He had had quite too many of them—quite i 
too much aside from any direct purposes (he had 
almost used a stronger phrase, but he would not }| 
violate the courtesy of the House, )—he had had || 
quite too many of them to treat them with any ii 
great respect, He had seen a statement going the | 
rounds of the papers over the signature of the gen- | 
tleman from Onio, which he was prepared to prove, 
which he had proved, to be without the shadow of 
foundation in fact. The honorable gentleman 
from Ohio had voted against him (Mr. W.) for 
Speaker two years since, and had come out in vin- | 
dication of himself in the Ohio papers, and arrayed 
against him (Mr. W.)a fact, or what the genue- | 
man called a fact, which had not the shadow of 


truth, He (Mr. W.) dared say the honorable | 


member believed it to be true: he did not impugn | 
the gentleman’s veracity, neither should the gen- i 
tleman tempt him (Mr. W ) to do it. But the 
gentleman had stated as a fact that which was not 
a fact; that which was utterly false. He had ac- | 
cused him (Mr. W.) of going into the Whig cau- 
cus at the time the war bill was about to be passed | 
in this House, and making a speech in favor ofthe | 
war; and had placed his whole course of action | 
against him (Mr. W.) as Speaker of the House, | 
upon that ground, He (Mr. W.) had testimony 
from gentlemen whom the House would trust, and 
whom the honorable member would be obliged to 
trust, amply sufficient to prove that an entirely er- | 
roneous and unfounded statement. 

Mr. GIDDINGS (interposing) desired respect- 
fully to inquire of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, whether he intended to represent that his || 
[Mr. Wintror’s] course upon the war question | 
was the only objection he (Mr. G.) had taken to | 
him as Speaker ? i 

Mr. WINTHROP replied that he bad only in- | 
tended to remark that this wasthe principal burden 
of the gentleman’s letter; that he (Mr. W.) had 
been a supporter of the Mexican war, and, in par- 
ticular, that he had gone to the Whig caucus the 
morning on which the bill was introduced into this :| 
House, and in a speech had called upon his col- |} 

j 


leagues to go with him. The gentleman from Ohio 
had made that charge in his first letter, which he | 
(Mr, W.) had denied and proved to be without | 
foundation in fact. The gentleman, he (Mr. W.) | 
believed, had repcated that charge in a second 
letter after it had been denied. He (Mr. W.)de- | 
nied it still; and he contended that the honorable | 


respect. 
Does the | 


Mr. WINTHROP. I pronounce the whole | 
statement false, that at that meeting, or at any other i 
i pro- | 


now proceed to notice another statement which had i 
been made this morning by the gentleman from i 


Ohio. The honorable member had said that he |; 
had refused to vote for a Speaker who had sedu- | 
lously composed the Committee on the District of ; 


+} Brown,] who was now in his seat. 


! from the South. 


| gone. 


‘| nary proportion of calmness. 


Columbia with a view to uphold and maintain the 
slave trade in the District of Columbia. 

Mr.-GIDDINGS. I said that the gentleman 
had arranged a committee who had sedulously 
maintained and protected it. 

Mr. WINTHROP said he thought the House 
would bear him witness that the honorable gen- 
tleman had said that the Speaker of the last Con- 
gress had sedulousiy composed the Committee on 
the District of Columbia with a view to protect 
the slave trade in the District. But he took the 
statement as the gentleman now made it, that he 
(Mr. W.) had arranged a committee who had 
sedulously upheld and maintained the slave trade 
in the Districtof Columbia. At the very last ses- 


| sion of Congress the committee appointed by him 


(Mr. W.) had reported to this House a bill to 
abolish the slave trade in the District of Columbia; 


i and when the motion was made to lay on the table, 
‘| six out of the nine members who constituted that 
| committee had voted against laying it on the table. 

Mr. WINTHROP replied, that he must say to i 
t 


He (Mr. W.) had the impression that the bill was 
drafted by the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. 
He remem- 
bered that that gentleman had risen and explained 
and vindicated the biil. Tt was a bill which had 
been assented to by gentlemen on all sides of the 
House, by gentlemen from the South as well as by 
gentlemen from the North. ‘Phere were upon that 
committee five gentlemen from the North and four 
There were of the members of 
the House one hundred and forty from the free 
States, and ninety from the slave States. He would 
leave it to the House and the country to judge how 
the propositions in the two cases corresponded. 

But that committee did report a bill for that pur- 
pose; and, in the face of that fact, the honorable 
gentleman from Ohio had risen and accused him 
(Mr. W.) with having (as the gentleman now 
made the statement) constructed a Committee on 
the District of Columbia who sedulously pro- 
tected and upheld the slave trade in this District; 
and that the gentleman had assigned as his reason 
for voting against him. 

Mr. GLDDINGS (interposing) said he under- 
stood the gentleman from Massachusetts to have 
said that that committee reported a bill to abolish 
the slave trade in the District of Columbia. ‘There 
stuod the record; and upon that record he (Mr. 
G.) pronounced that an utterly unfounded asser- 
tion. The record showed no such thing. The 
vill reported by that committee only prohibited the 
bringing in slaves from other States, but did not 
touch the traffic within the District. 

Mr. WINTHROP (continuing) said he con- 
fessed the distinction which the gentleman from 
Ohio took had not occurred to him as material to 
this case. It was possible the bill did not go quite 
as far as the honorable gentleman from Ohio, aod 
those who acted with him, thought it ought to have 
But by gentlemen upon all sides, at least 
by gentlemen from the free States, it had been re- 
garded as a very great improvement upon any bill 
which had previously been reported to the House, 
and as being at least fair and equitable. He held 
that that was at least sufficient evidence—evidence 
which ought to have prevented the gentleman from 
Ohio from rising in his place and charging him 
(Mr. W.) with having sedulously constructed the 
committee, or (as the gentleman now varied the 
charge) with having constructed the committee 
who sedulously protected the slave trade in this 
District. 

In concluding, he said that he had been be- 
trayed into remarks of much greater length than 
he had intended. He had not intended to allow 
the gentleman from Ohio to ruffle his feelings. 
He trusted he should very soon recover his ordi- 
There might come 
a time, in the course of the session, when he might 
feel more at liberty than he had ever before felt, 
or than he now felt, to go into this subject and say 
something in reply to the gentleman from Ouio 
and to the gentleman from Tennessee. He did 
not see fit at this time, however, to go elaborately 
into a reply to either of those gentlemen. 


Mv. ROCKWELL addressed the House. He 


ii said: Mr. Speaker, the honorable gentleman from 


Ohio, [Mr. Giopines,] in his remarks to the House 
this morning, said, that the Committee on the 
Territories, appointed by my honorable colleague 
[Mr. Winturop] at the last session of the last Con- 
gress, refused to report bills for the organization of 
territorial governments containing the provisions of 


the ordinance of 1787, or, as he calls it, the Wilmot 
proviso, until they were instructed to do so by a 
vote of the House. When he made that statement, 
I rose and inquired of him if he meant to state that 
as a fact to the House and the country. Inreply, 
the gentleman said that he would alter his phrase- 
ology, and would say that that committee neglected 
to report those bills containing that matter, until 
they were instructed to do so by the House. He 
then appealed to the record, and said, with an air 
of triumph, that it did and would stand upon that 
record, that that committee neglected that duty 
until they were instructed to perform it by the 
House; evidently intending to convey the idea that 
that committee neglected their duty in this regard 
for so long a period of time, that the House was 
obliged to instruct them to do what the majority of 
that committee would not otherwise have done, 
viz: to report bills for territorial governments in 
New Mexico and California, containing the re- 
strictions on the subject of domestic slavery, which 
were part of the ordinance of 1787. 

Sir, this representation on the part of the gentle- 
man from Ohio touches not merely the conduct 
and policy of my colleague, the Speaker of that 
House, but also the character and fidelity of the 
members composing the majority of that commit- 
tee—their fidelity to principles well known to have 
been entertained by them, and to their constitu- 
ents, For this reason I reply to that representa- 
tion, as unfounded and unjust. Sir, I appeal to 
the record for proof undeniable of the incorrect- 
ness and injustice of his statements and insinua- 
tions. Here it is, sir, the Journal of the last ses- 
sion of the last Congress. By this record it appears 
that at the last session of Congress, which com- 
menced on the 4th day of December, the standing 
committees were appointed on Thursday, the 7th 
of December—the Committee on the Territories 
among the rest. The House adjourned from that 
day until Monday, the llth. On Wednesday, the 
13ih day of December, the resolution instructing 
the committee was adopted, upon the motion of 
my honorable friend from Ohio, [Mr. Roor.} But 
three legislative days had elapsed between the ap- 
pointment of that committee and the passage of 
that resolution. The period in the session was so 
early and the time had been so short, that the 
committees generally had not been called together 
by their respective chairmen. Few subjects had 
been referred to the committees, and | believe no 
subject had been referred to this committee, except 
one, which was a resolution presented by an hon- 
orable gentleman from Lowa, instructing that com- 
mittee to inquire into the expediency of so dividing 
the Territory of Upper California as to organize 
and extend a distinct territorial government over 
that portion of said Territory which includes the 
white settlements in the vicinity of Salt Lake. 

Sir, the Committee on the ‘Lerritories consisted 
of nine members. The Journal shows that five 
of those nine members voted for this resolution. 
Here are their votes: (reading from the Journal :) 
Nathan Evans, Daniel Gott, Julius Rock well, Ca- 
leb B. Smith, and James Thompson. That por- 
tion of the President’s message relating to the 
Territories had not been referred to this committee. 
This resolution was the first matter relating to the 
general subject which was referred to them, The 
Journal shows that on the twentieth day of Decem- 
ber, this committee reported the bill to establish 
the territorial government of Upper California; 
and on the third day of January the bill to estab- 
lish the Territory of New Mexico. Both these 
bills contained those provisions of the ordinance 
of 1787, forever prohibiting slavery in those Terri- 
tories. Now, sir, I submit to this House, and to the 
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Gippines] himself, if 
it is just, fair, or cancid, for him to state, or insin- 
uate, that the Committee on the Territories neg- 
lected to report territorial bills containing the pro- 
visions of the ordinance of 1787 so Jong that it 
became necessary to instruct them to do so. Sir, 
that committee were guilty of no such neglect as 
the gentleman has charged upon them. They 
delayed not at all, The majority of that commit- 
tee reported those bills, and always faithfully sup- 
ported them, as you, Mr. Speaker, well know, 
for you were a member of that committee, though 
decidedly opposed to the majority upon these 
points. The bills were reported just as soon after 
the appointment of the committee as the questions 
of the boundaries of these Territories could be 
properly investigated by the committee. 


3isr. Concress, lst Session,” 


Mr. Speaker, I will now direct my remarks: to 
the question more immediately before the House— 
the resolution authorizing the: Speaker to appoint 
the committees. Both ‘the gentlemen: from Ohio 
(Mr. Roor and Mr. Giwpines] who have preceded 
me have expressed themselves in favor of that res- 
olutiog, and against any attempt to elect committees 
by the House. Thus far, sir, I agree with them in 
opinion. According to the accustomed usages of 
this House, the appointment of the committees is 
among the duties of theSpeaker. It isa duty he 
is to perform under the high responsibilities of his 
station. This was among the reasons which made 
the choice of that officer soimportant. From my 
experience in Congress, and from my knowledge of 
this: House, L feel sure that any other mode of ap- 
pointing the committees will be attended with great 
confusion and delay, to the great hindrance and 
detriment of the public business, if, indeed, the 
attempt should not prove entirely impracticable. 
However these committees may be constituted, sir, 
they cannot entirely control the course of business 
and the policy of the House. The majority of the 

` House, wherever that. majority may be found, 
can still control its proceedings. I was one of 
those who voted for the measures which resulted 
in the organization of this House. We had spent 
three long weeks in vain endeavors to elect a 
Speaker by a majority vote. We had exhausted 
all reasonable effort. We were no nearer an 
organization in that mode than when we first as- 
sembled. In my judgment, the interests of the 
country and the opinions of our constituents de- 
manded an organization. There was but. one 
practicable mode, as I believe, and that was adopt- 
ed. We all knew it would effect an organiza- 
‘tion. The gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Grppines] 
has ‘said that he knew that the result would be 
the choice of the present Speaker. 1 did notknow 
that, for { did not know what would be the course 
of that gentleman and his. friends.. I believed 
then, as I know now, that it was in their power 
to secure the election of my honorable: colleague, 
{Mr. Winrnror.] There stands the unalterable 
record. For Mr. Cobb, of Georgia, one hundred 
‘and two votes. For Mr. Winthrop, of Massa- 
chusetts, one hundred votes. The gentleman from 
» Ohio [Mr. Gironines] knows full well whose votes 
were given for neither, and what the effect of those 
scattering votes was. 

Mr. RICHARDSON moved the previous ques- 
tion, but withdrew the demand at the request of 
Mr. Gippines, and upon pledge of its renewal. 

Mr. GIDDINGS and Mr. SCHENCK simal- 
taneously addressed the Chair. 

The SPEAKER awarded the floor to 

Mr. SCHENCK, who expressed the reluctance 
with which he took any part in this extraordinary 
debate; but he felt, asa northern man and an Ohio 
man, that he could not longer remain without at 
least undertaking in a few words to define hisown 
position, in relation to certain matters, whatever 
other gentlemen might think proper todo. He 
had been accustomed to hear the north lectured— 
the North told to “stand up and face the music”’— 
the North spoken to by certain gentlemen, who 
undertook to be the peculiar champions of free- 
dom on this floor. He should pass all that by, if 
these gentlemen” confined themselves to mere gen- 
eral lectures; but when they went further, as his 
colleague had done this morning, and came before 
this House undertaking to misrepresent the posi- 
tion of other gentlemen, including himself, (Mr. 
S.,) he felt that he was called ‘upon to repel every 
such misrepresentation made to the country. His 
colleague, before an interrogatory had been put 
to him, had volunteered the declaration that to the 
northern Whigs of this House it was peculiariy 
owing that the present Speaker—a southern gen- 
tleman—-now occupied the chair. He had said, 
that if the Whig party had put up a candidate 
known to be in favor of the Wilmot proviso, he 
could have been elected in an hour; and thereupon 
he, (Mr. S.,) thinking his colleague’s position un- 
tenable, had asked him why, if he was in favor of 
any northern man who was a Wilmot-proviso 
man, he had not taken the northern man pre- 
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| language. It was, I believe, that neither the Whig 


“was annexed. 


sented, who had always sustained the Wilmdt 
proviso, but had contributed by his course to.the 
election of a southern Speaker? ., The gentleman 
had replied, that he did not recognize the candidate | 
of the Whig party as being in favor-of the W ilmot 

proviso. And how did he prove it? Did he refer to 

the fact that Mr. Wanruror formerly moved inthis 

House to incorporate that provision of the ordi- 

nance of ’8Tinto the Oregon bill? Hadhiscolleague 

referred to the fact that Mr. Winruroe had voted for 

that very proposition, when it was first christened 

the Wilmot proviso? Had hereferred to the votes of | 
that gentleman, and to his past course in this Hall? 

Not so. His colleague had left years of legisla- 

tion, of continuous consistent conduct, on the part 

of the gentleman from Masschusetts, out of view, 

and referred to the organization of the committees 

of this House at the last Congress, in such a man- 

ner, his colleague had contended, as to uphold the 

traffig.of slaves in this District. 

Mr. GIDDINGS (Mr. Scuencx yielding) ex- 
plained that his objection to the gentleman from 
Massachusetts for Speaker was, that after the pres- 
ent Executive of the United States was nominated, 
the gentleman [Mr. Winruror] had declared his 
opinion ata Whig meeting in Massachusetts, and 
had moved to lay on the table the proposition of 
a gentleman from Cambridge, which pledged the 
Whig party against the support of any man who 
was opposed to the Wilmot proviso. | [Lis objec- 
tion to that gentleman arose also from the fact that 
he had gone for Texas, in a public toast at 
Faneuil Hall, Boston, in July, 1845, before Texas 
His objections to that gentleman 
were also founded upon the acts of his whole pub- 
lic life, and particularly upon what had been said 
in Whig caucus upon the Saturday evening previ- 
ous to the commencement of the present session, 
when the gentleman’s colleague had said, that it 
was no part of the Whig policy to adopt the Wil- 
mot proviso. 

Mr. ASHMUN. To whom does the gentleman 
refer? 

Mr. GIDDINGS. To you. 

Mr. ASHMUN. I did notuse any such lan- 


guage. set 
Mr. GIDDINGS. The public have seen the 


party of Massachusetts nor the people of Massa-, 
chusetts made the Wilmot proviso a test. 

His objections (Mr. G. continued) had arisen 
from these and all the other demonstrations which 
the gentleman. from Massachusetts and his friends 
had made in sustaining for President a man whose 
education, interests, and associations led him to || 
oppose the Wilmot proviso. ; 

Mr. SCHENCK (resuming,) with a remark || 
upon the digression which his colleague had now | 
made from the course of remarkin which he was 
engaged, and a word of apology to Mr. WINTHROP | 
for seeming to undertake his defence, which would | 
be done so much more ably by himself, briefly į 
noticed and replied to some of the points just stated | 
by his colleague. With reference to what his | 
colleague had said concerning the course of the | 
gentleman from Massachusetts in Whig caucus, 
they had the testimony of two gentlemen from 
Massachusetts on the other hand, contradicting |! 
that charge of his colleague; and there he left the 
gentleman, with two witnesses against him. 

Then as to the charge of his colleague that the | 
gentleman from Massachusetts had supported the | 
annexation of Texas: from the beginning to the 
end, in every form, in the Twenty-eighth Congress 
(when ‘the measure was passed) the gentleman | 
from Massachusetts had been found voting and | 
acting against the annexation. Not so with the 
gentleman from Indians, [Mr. Brown,] for whom 
his colleague had voted. ‘The votes of that gentle- ; 
man were diametrically opposed to those of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, and were with the 
supporters of annexation. : 

He proceeded to notice the charge of his col- 
league based upon the composition of the commit- | 
tees of the last Congress, which, afterall, he (Mr. | 


i| (Mr. S.) thought differently. 


S.) said, seemed to be the great charge of his col- 
league against the gentleman from Massachusetts | 


Of the nine members of that:commiittee at thé 
session of the last Congress, five were from the fr 
and four from the slave Stateg, and the same pri 
portion was continued’at the second session of that 
Congress—Mr. Brown, of Mississippi, beiig ap- 
pointed in the placeof Mr. McDoweEiL, of Virginia, 
and Mr. Gaiygs, of Kentucky, in the place of Mr.: - 
Sims, of South Carolina; and after that change had? 
taken place the bill had been reported: to. puttan. 
end to the slave trade in the District of Columbia. 
Mr. GIDDINGS. Does my colleague mean‘to- 
say that that committee. reported a bill to prohibit 


the sale and transfer.of -human beings within the 


District of Columbia? ; a aS i 
Mr. SCHENCK read the title ofthe bill, being 
a bill *<to prohibit the introduction of slaves into 
the District of Columbia for merchandise, salé, or 
hire.’ It might be (he said) that that bill did not” 
prohibit entirely the sale of slaves here; in ‘other 
words, that it did not abolish slavery in this Dis- 
trict, (for the one would be equivalent to the other.) 
It had been well said, however, by the gentleman’ 
from Massachusetts, that it did more than had.éver 
been proposed by any bill in this House before. It 
was known by its title asa bill to abolish the slave 
trade in this District. It was so understood at the. 
time; and whatever the extent of its provisions, 
it accomplished more than had ever been,proposed. 
by any committee of gentlemen from the North or. 
the South. He referred to ‘the records, showing 


that Mr. Hararson had moved to lay the'said bill” 


on the.table, which motion. was’ rejected -by 117 
nays to 72 yeas, and that among the nays were 
the names of six membersof this committee, while 
the names of but two were in favor of the motion, 
(one member not voting.) as 
He proceeded to argue that the course of Mr, 
Winrnrop, in the composition of the committees 
during the last Congress, could not have been the 
true reason for the opposition of his colleague.to 
that gentleman, because his colleague had taken — 
the same grounds at the commencement of the last 
Congress. : There must be some other reason’ for 
the gentleman’s course. . That reaaon he (Mr. S; } 
conceived, to be the peculiar- organization, of his 
colleague’s mind, and -his peculiar mode of reason- 
ing, in which, with all due deference to his col- 
league, he must be allowed widely to differ with - 
him. The gentleman cared not what might be the 
past course of aman; he cared not for a life of 
consistency; a life illustrating the particular views 
he entertained in regard to great political questions. 
All this went for naught with him, and ke: pre- 
ferred pledges made to order on the eve of an-elec- 
tion to effect the purposes of the occasion., He 
He cared very 
litle—he cared not at all for pledges by which 
somebody was to be cheated.. But he did care for 
a life marked upon the records of the country, 
without such temptations to influence him as were 
made use of to procure pledges from a candidate 
on. the eve of election. : ee 
He did not rest merely upon a priori reasoning” 
in what he had said with reference. to -his, col- 
league’s position. . He hoped to be excused. for re~ 
ferring to facts which had recently taken place. 
Everybody recollected how a certain‘! Bill”? had 
recently been proposed to make a Speaker; and 
how, like many another. bill; after having had a 
first, second, and a third readjng, it was at length 
lost upon its final passage +» Everybody recollected 
the agreement which had taken place between two 
parties in this Hall, and the position of their can- 
didate. He begged the gentleman from Indiana 
[Mr. Brown] to. excuse him for this reference, 
and making use of him as an illustration, be- 


li cause it became necessary to answer his colleague. 


The gentleman from Indiana stood upon the 
records for some two or three Congresses, voting 


i| directly opposite to the gentleman from: Massa- 


chusetts [Mr. Winruror] on all of these ques- 
tions. The gentleman [Mr. Brown] had been 
for the annexation of Texas; for stifling debate; <. 
for laying on the table and smothering resolutions > 
inquiring into the propriéty of abolishing. slavery 
in the District of Columbia, and .extending: the 
ordinance of 1787. over all the Territories of the 
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United. States. These were the gentleman *s votes, 
and hia colleague [Mr. Gippinas} knew it; yet he 
had chosen. to vote forthe gentleman from Indiana 
upon the pledge.of that gentleman, vamped up for 
the occasion, contradicting the tenor of his whole 
previous course. Fle (Mr. S.) had not much faith 
in these death-bed repentances. He had not much 
faith in these sudden conversions, and least of all 
had he faith in them when: they seemed to’ have 
been made. under: tle strong, impulsive influence 
of a reward just ahead, that was to-be given in 
case pledges were made on the other side. ; 
-He repeated that he was tired of hearing certain |, 
gentlemen assume to themselves to lecture the 
Whig party: There might be some propriety in 
it, if they Had not entirely separated from the 
party; but, having done so, he must protest against 
the right of. gentlemen, in a pharisaical spirit, to 
preach purity and good conduct to all the rest of 
the world, assuming to be champions of all that 
was right, snd putting everybody else in the 
wrong. This requiring of pledges showed that 
there were men at each end of the Union who 
would not vote for candidates who refuséd to give 
pledges of a sectional character—who would not 
vote for a northern man because he was a northern 
man, and who would not vote for a southern man 
because he was a southern man. What did this 
mean? If he took the position that he would not 
vote fora man because he was a southern man, and 
another gentleman. would not vote for a man be- 
cause he was a Northern man, what did it amount 
to? It was disunion. They might cover it as 
they pleased—it was disunion. It might perhaps 
be defined as but the first step towards disunion; 
but it was a step from which the consequence fol- 
lowed inevitably as fate. One section—the North 
or the South—must have the majority. _Disfran- 
chise all upon the other side, and the Union could | 
not hold together a day—it ought not to hold to- 
ether a day. The Whig party, and some of the || 
Democrats, differed from his colleague in this re- 
spect. They believed that this Union resulted 
from a compromise between the slave and the free 
States. They entertained peculiar local, sectional | 
views, which education, habit, association, had 
forced upon them in reference to the question of 
slavery. He was in favor of the ordinance of 
1787. Ele had always voted with the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Wintaror] in favor of 
it; yet he did not feel that upon this account he 
must stand here and claim to disfranchise every || 
man living in the slave States because he differed 
with bim on that local, sectional question. He 
had voted the other day, a part of the time, for 
northern men, and a part of the time for a southern 
man. He had been willing to vote for any man 
whom he believed to be a conservative and a true 
Whig. But, failing to elect such a man, and find- 
ing that, at both extremes of the Union, there were 
men who would stand out impracticably ‘to the 
bitter end,” unless the whole mass of the House 
consented to their peculiar views, he was one of 
those who had very reluctantly consented to the 
plurality system as the only mode of organizing 
the House. He hoped he did his colleague no 
injustice when he said he knew the obstinacy of 
his character, and that no impression could be 
made upon him. 
Mr. GIDDINGS, (in his seat.) You are right. 
Mr. SCHENCK (continuing) said, the gentle- 
man then admitted that unless the House of Rep- 
resentatives came to him, the House could not be 
organized; but that he would prefer, in the language 
of the gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. Toomss,] į 
“that disorder should reign forever,” rather than ji 
that the House should be organized on any other 
ground than that which he chose. He (Mr. S.) | 
did not feel thus. Believing it to be entirely con- |! 
stitutional, although, in ather circumstances, of | 
doubtful expediency, he had voted for the plurality l| 
rule. He had not known, however, as his col- 
Jeague had intimated, that the election of the pres- | 
ent Speaker would be the result. He had known 
that the organization of the House would be effected |. 
by it. Ele had not known but that, when the issue | 
came between the present Speaker and the Northern 
Whig, who had not given pledges, but who was 
known to be right and sound upon all these ques- 
tions—who, upon the record, had entertained the 
views generally entertaincd in regard to these sec- 
tional and local questions by the members of the 
two great leading parties of the country at the 
WNorth,—he had not known but that, when the issue 


was’ presented between these two gentlemen, some 
of his colleague’s associates at Jeast might be in- 
duced-to take the: gentleman from Massachusetts 
as a choice of evils, if he might be allowed the ex- 
pression. But he had found that he was mistaken. 
These gentlemen had held out to the end, deter- 
mined that the House should remain inastate of 
disorganization unless the great mass of the House 
came to their. impracticable views. ; 

He thought there:was no: occasion for the ful- 
minations they had heard here about disunion. 
He had been sorry to hear gentlemen take the 
position, that they preferred at once to putan end 
to this Union, rather than what they considered 
the present state of things should be enforced 
on the country. But he found a precedent for 
speeches of. this sort. Fanaticism at both ex- 
tremities of the Union seemed to be much the 
same. He read froma speech of Wendell Phillips, 
of Boston, delivered before the National Anti- 
slavery Society, the following extracts: 


«c We confess that we intend to trample under foot the 
Constitution of this country; we call upon you to do like- 
wise. Shall I tel! you why? .You'can never make a revo- 
lution in this matter until you make the common sense and 
the consciences of the people superior to their statute book ; 
until you arraign against the despotism of the majority the 
conscientious convictions of the mass’ of the minority, 
whatever it be.”? 

« Daniel Webster says, you are a law-abiding people—that 
the glory of New England is, that it is a law-abiding com- 
munity. Shame on it, if this be true; if even the religion 
of New England sinks as low as its statute book. But l say 
we are not a law-abiding community. God be thanked for it !”? 

“That is the errorot American politics. We have forced 
the Democratic party out of the field, the original ally of the 
slave power. We have sent the Whigs into an alliance with 
southern slavebolders. It is a natural alliance. It is the 
Lords of the Lash and the Lords of the Loom associated. 
It is the capital of the country and the conservatism of the 
country against the ideas of the country.” 


Mr. GIDDINGS inquired, if the gentleman 
called Mr. Phillips a Free-Sviler ? 


Mr. SCHENCK replied that he had supposed | 


he was—he was, perhaps, what was called in 
Massachusetts a * conscience W hig”—a man who 
required the majority to come to the minority, and 
who declared if they did not, let disunion come, 
and disorder reign forever. Here we saw extremes 
meet. The Whig party, as charged by Mr. Phil- 
lips, were indeed the ‘* conservatism” of the coun- 
try. Coming from the North and from the South, 
representing every sectional interest, they acted 
together for the general good, for the maintenance 
of the rights and interests of the whole. These 
rights and these interests he (Mr. S.) was ready 
to maintain, hereand elsewhere, wherever hishand 
or hig voice could do it against these impracticable 
gentlemen, whether of the North or the South. 

Mr. HOLMES said, if this debate had not been 
very instructive to the House, it had been a po- 
tent manifestation to the country. What was the 
exhibition which had been made on this floor in 
this debate? A glorious emulation among the 
northern men to show each for himself the utmost 
hostility to the institutions of the South; each gen- 
tleman endeavoring to defend his own vote upon 
the Speakership on the ground that he had gone as 
far as any other man to extend over the Territories 
that were shortly to-come into this union the Wil- 
mot proviso; and that he had gone as far as any 
other for the destruction, within this District, under 
the peculiar jurisdiction of Congress, of that insti- 
tution which gave vitality to the South. 

Mr, SCHENCK (interposing) explained that 
he had stated that he was determined to separate 
hjmself from the influences of merely sectional and 
local feelings and views; and in proof of that, he 
had voted one while with his party for a northern 


subject was far above everything else, even the 
union of the country. He (Mr. S.) was, by edu- 
cation, by association, by habits of thought, and 
from reason and conviction, opposed to slavery, 
and in favor of the extension of the provision of 
the ordinance of 1787, nicknamed now the Wilmot 
proviso, over. our Territories; but he did not feel 
authorized, on that account, to proscribe all who 


ji resided in another section of the Union, where 
ii they entertained different opinions. 


Mr. HOLMES (resuming) said that one thing 
was now clearly manifest to the South, namely, 


f that the representatives of the entire North on this 


floor had made up their minds to restrict the South 
in the occupancy of the new Territories which had 
been acquired by their common energies. There 


man, and one while with his party for a southern | 
man —not believing, as did his colleague, that this | 


was also a manifestation, though it was spoken of 
in reference to thë slave trade, that they were hos- 
tile to the existence of slavery in this District, and 
that they intended, whenever the power was in 
their hands, to exercise it, to destroy that institu- 
tion which was now under the protection of this 
Government. He was delighted at this exhibition, 
because there were many of the South who had 
believed that there were few of what were called 
Wilmot-proviso men—that they were confined to 
the gentleman from Ohio and his peculiar clique. 
He (Mr. H.) had warned them that there was not 
a man in the North who was not hostile. to the ex- 
tension of their institutions, whe would notcom- 
press, eircumscribe, and hoop them areund, to the 
ultimate destruction of slavery. He had warmed 
them long ago. But, unfortunately, his powers 
had no proportion to his zeal. He had seen that 
there was an advance made by zealots upon the 
conservatism of the North, and that the whole 
body of the North were setting themselves in array 
against the South, and would destroy them, unless 
the South in time was warned and roused to main- 
tain its proper position. He had heard the gentle- 
man from Georgia [Mr. Toomss] the other day 
speaking about disunion. He (Mr. H.) had no 
apprehensions of disunion. Why? Because, as 
Mr. Phillips had said, in the speech of which ex- 
tracts had just been read, the lords of the loom, if 
gentlemen chose to call them so, were the natural 
allies of the lords of the “ lash’’—that the interests 
of the North were allied with slave labor, and 
would sink to annihilation without its aid. * But 
he had no apprehensions now, because, in. the 
language of the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. 
Srepnens,] the people of the South, after a long 
sleep, had risen up and shaken their invincible 
locks. They were aware of the danger of grad- 
ually circumscribing them with the folds of the 
serpent, to crush with the influence and with the 
mighty strength of the boa, their energies and 
their life. He begged gentlemen not to mistake. 
He knew thet the Union was safe, because the 
South was aroused; and if the gentleman from 
Ohio was not an enemy to the Union, as he 
charged upon his (Mr. H.’s) colleague that he wasy 
let him tell the gentleman that the sooner he dis- 
played his patriotism by the retraction of his 
avowal in favor of the Wilmot proviso the quicker 
would be manifest his devotion to conservative 
principles. For sooner than the South would 
submit to have their institutions circumscribed, 
their feelings outraged and their children degraded, 
they would separate this Union as wide as the poles. 
Let not gentlemen be mistaken. The sentiments 


| expressed on this floor the other day had gone on 


the wings of the wind, and with the force of light- 
ning to the different sections of the South; and in 
what paper had there not been a response? The 
voice of the people, like the voice of many waters, 
had come up, declaring to their representatives on 
this floor that they must now assume the attitude 
of bold defiance to the circumscription of their 
rights in the Territories, to the abolition of slavery 
in this District, declaring with united voice that 
the Union, dear as it was, rich in its associations, 
embellished with all that could make it desirable, 
was nothing compared with the interests: which 
were to them life—without which all that they 
owned, and which they would transmit to pos- 
terity as a heritage, would have passed away. 

Mr. KAUFMAN said, he tooked upon this de- 
bate as entirely out of order. The question was 
on the resolution providing for the appointment of 
committees. Fle demanded the previous question, 
but withdrew it on the pledge of : 

Mr. GIDDINGS to renew it. 

Mr. G. then proceeded with his remarks. No 
gentleman, he said, could regret more than him- 
self that this debate should have been forced upon 
him. 

Mr. JONES interposed, and asked Mr. G. to 
yield the floor, to allow him (Mr. J.} to move an 
adjournment. 

Mr. GIDDINGS declined, remarking that he 
would not detain the House long. 

Mr. GIDDINGS said he had no intention of 
reading lectures to others, as his colleague [Mr. 
Scuencx} had intimated. He had come here in- 
tending to do his duly in a quietand humble man- 
ner so far as he was able; and when he had seen 
himself assailed through the Taylor press of the 
North, he felt it a duty to state in short some of the 
reasons which had constrained him to withhold 
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his vote from the honorable gentleman from Mas- 
aachusetts. While previously on the floor he- had 
assigned some of those reasons. © But the: honora- 


ble member from Massachusetts had seen fit, in 


his explanation, to refer.to a:vindication which he 
(Mr. G.) had published two- years since. The 
honorable gentleman had referred to a fact which: 
he had then stated, and in: the- heat of the moment: 
had pronounced ‘it false. He had intended to ‘treat 
that gentleman, as. he did all others, with-respect; 
but he now felt bound to refer to the statement al- 
luded to by thatmember. > x i 

It was known-to the whole country that in the 
presidential campaign: of -1844, the entire Whig 
party had- denounced the Mexican war, and no 
one had done so more zealously than himself. He 
was for withdrawing the troops from Mexico when 
the Whigs came into power here in 1847. The 
gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. WinrHrop] 
fad, as he understood, in common with all other 
Whigs, denounced the war; and when the ques- 
tion was presented here in May, 1846, he changed 
his position and voted for it. 

Mr. WINTHROP inquired if the gentleman 
intended to say that he voted for the war? 

Mr. G. said he did intend to be so understood. 
He intended to say that the gentleman did vote for 
the bill declaring war. This change of the gentle- 
man’s position constituted one of his objections to 
him as a candidate for Speaker. f 

Mr. WINTHROP. I deny that I ever changed 
my position. 

Mr. GIDDINGS resumed. But when he had 
given his vote, he was at once assailed through all 
the Taylor papers of that day as a deserter from 
the Whig ranks. So general were these attacks that 
he felt constrained to publish a vindication of his 
vote. In writing out that vindication, he alluded to 
this change of position by the gentleman, and had 
stated that he advocated in- a caucus the propriety 
of the Whig party voting for that bill. That he 
had also urged his colleagues personally to do so. 
And, finally, that he had placed his vote in favor 
of the bill on record. 

Mr. WINTHROP. I deny that I ever came 


out. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Well, his organ did. 

Mr. WINTHROP. I have no organ. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Now the gentleman says 
that that statement is false! Does he intend to 
deny that he voted for the, bill? That was the 
very gist of the charge. It constituted the very 
essence of his objection. It bore conclusive evi- 
dence of his change of opinion. There stands the 
record of that vote. No time can alter, no effort 
can erase it. It will descend in all coming time, 
and will forever remain indubitable proof of the 
accuracy of the charge. The gentleman, nor his 
friends, ever have, or ever will deny it. But how 
does he now attempt to escape from it? Why, by 
saying nothing about it; by evading this import- 
ant part constituting the charge, and turns off toa 
collateral, to an immaterial matter, seeking to form 
an issue on an incidental remark. Now the gen- 
tleman is too good a lawyer to suppose that he 
ean escape the charge brought against him by such 
an irregularity of special pleading. ‘The evasion 
is too palpable to deceive even a casual reader. 
The objection to him was that he had changed 
his mind. This change he has never denied, nor 
can he deny it. But he insists, that although he 
voted in favor of the war, which he and the whole 
Whig party had denounced, yet he did not urge 
his party in caucus to do it. : 

Now, even as to these collateral matters, which he 
says he proved by two colleagues, all they said 
or could say was, that they had no recollection of 
it; while an honorable gentleman from New York, 
E. D. Culver, had stated every fact to which he 
had alluded as within his distinct recollection. 
Other gentlemen had teatified to parts of the con- 
yersations. He would here leave the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, as he had not time to follow 
him farther. : 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, rose to a question 
of order. He submitted that the whole of this 
discussion was entirely foreign to the question be- 
fore the House. If the debate on these irrelevant 
topics was suffered to go on, it would be intermin- 


ble. 
i The SPEAKER said, that the gentleman was | 


clearly out of order under the decision already 
made. The House had before given the gentle- 
man liberty to proceed. ; 


1 tleman from Massachusetts behind him, on- the 


Mr, ASHMUN. moved. that the gentleman have 
leave to proceed. . mee ge e : 
. Mr HARRIS. 
proceed? 

The SPEAKER. That has always been. the 
practice. > 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mt. Asumon, and was decided in the affirmative. 

So leave was given. o : 

Mr..GIDDINGS then proceeded. ed 

He said he had but a word in reply to the gen- 


Can a majority give leave to 


left, [Mr. Roczwext-] That gentleman was in 
error when he said that the committees were ap- 
poiuted on the 10th of December. They were ap- 
pointed on the 7th of that month. > 

Mr. ROCKWELL. That is true. On Thurs- 
day, the 7th December, the. House adjourned over 
to Monday. That resolution was introduced on 
Wednesday; but three legislative days had inter- 
vened. f 

Mr. GIDDINGS. There can be no doubt about | 
the fact. When Congress assembled the country 
was anxious on this subject; all were looking to 
that committee, expecting a prompt report on this 
important subject. Such was the delay, that my 
colleague [Mr. Root] brought forward his resolu- 
tion, peremptorily ordering them to report. This 
was all.he had said. He left it to the.country to 
say whether the delay -was unreasonable. His 
colleague seemed to think it was, and had there- 
fore offered his resolution. Whether the House 
so thought or not, they passed the resolution, from 
which it would be fairly implied that they thought 
the delay was at least unnecessary. 

He said he had a word or two in reply to his 
colleague, (Mr.Scuencx.}] That gentleman in 1847 
was aware that he would never vote for the Whig || 
candidate. He then knew his reasons; and he 
would add another fact, his colleague did not then 
denounce him. 

Mr. SCHENCK. (interposing) inquired if his 
colleague referred to a private conversation be- 
tween them and other colleagues? 

Mr. GIDDINGS. No, sir. 

Mr. SCHENCK (continuing) referred to what 
Mr. Guopines had stated, and remarked that there | 
was just so much in itas made it liable to miscon- 
struction; and he (Mr. S.) should take care that 
that misconstruction was prevented. His colleague 
knew that at that time the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts (Mr. Winruror] was not his (Mr. S.’s) 
first choice for Speaker. : His colleague knew that 
he (Mr. S.) intended to vote for any one who was 
the nominee of the Whig party. F 

Mr. GIDDINGS said, it was stated by whalers 
that when a death-blow was given-to those levia- 
thans of the deep, they became dangerous in their 
dying agonies.. These expiring convulsions were 
called the flurries. He thought some gentlemen 
were in their flurries; but all he could do was, like 
the whaler, to cry “ Starn all,” and to keep as far 
out of their way.as he could. [A laugh.] 

His colleague had said that his only objection 
to the Whig nominee was, the arrangement of the 
committees, to which he had referred when. last 
up. He had then'stated some of the objections. 
He had not intended to go into these personal ob- 

jections further than was absolutely necessary. 
They were matters to which he had felt great re- 
pugnance; but he now told his colleague that his 
objections were founded on the whole political | 
course of that geatleman. He referred particularly 
to his Faneuil Hall toast on the 4th July, 1845, 
in favor of Texas, before Texas was annexed. 
He referred to his motion to lay the resolution of 
Mr. Patrrey on the table, ata Whig convention |; 
in that State, in the Autumn of 1845. That reso- 
lution was designed to pledge that party In oppo- 
sition to any man asa candidate for President who 
was not pledged, by his acts or avowed opinions, 
against the extension of slavery. These all entered 
into his estimate of that gentleman’s character. 
He had also regarded the avowals of those gentle- | 
men of influence who lead that party. He referred 
to the remark of that gentleman’s colleague, at 
the Whig caucus held on the Saturday evening 
previous to the commencement of the present ses~ |} 
sion, that the Whig party in Massachusetts did | 
not make the support of the proviso a party. test. 

Mr. ASHMUN inquired, which colleague? © | 

Mr. GIDDINGS replied, the one who now ad- 
dressed him. ea 

Mr ASHMUN said he had not made thatremark. ii 


|- Mr. GIDDINGS resum 


| Herod? 


tend. to” quote the language; 
express the substance... The’ 


as did them credit. 


But mark. the change. 
one year subsequently, the. gentleman from New 
York, on his right, offered his resolution to instruct. 
the same committee to report a bill abolishing the 


Just 


slave trade. It carried, and a motion was made to 
reconsider the vote by which it was adopted. That 
motion came upon the 27th. of the same months © 
and the gentleman over the way, from: Illingis,: 
{Mr. WenrworrH,] moved to: lay the motion to 
reconsider on the-table. On-this they rallied their 
forces, as they regarded it. the most favorable for a 
strong vote in favor of freedom. Jf carried, it would 
leave the resolution in force, and the-bill to abolish 
that traffic would have come before them. But he 
would that every man in the nation could hear him. 
On that vote twenty-six northern Whigs record- 
ed their names against the motion, thereby lending 
their influence in favor of that disgraceful com- 
merce in our own species. Sir, (said he,) General 
Taylor had been elected, and these northern Whigs, 
being a majority of that party who then voted . 
against the motion, in the space of one year and ` 
six days faced to the right about—countermarched 
—changed their position on this subject. : 
Mr. G. said he wished just to state.a fact inthe 
most profound confidence. His colleague, who 
| had just addressed the House withso much ability, 
was one of those who had thus suddenly turned a 
political somerset. ; 
Mr. SCHENCK. interposed, and said that, his 
colleague spoke of Mr. Gorr’s resolution. : He. 
(Mr. S.) was not here when: that resolution was 
passed, having-been called away by afiliction.j 
his family. 4f. hée:had been here, he, should : 
attempted: to. have the resolution, passed i 
out the preamble, which he considered unnecessa- 
rily offensive: to the pedple of the South. When 
the question on the. reconsideration of the resolu- 
tion came up, he had returned to this city.. He 
voted against the motion to lay on.the table; and ` 
he meant to vote to reconsider, as one of his eoli i 
leagues whom he had consulted knew, because. he 
deemed it proper, if the resolution passed, {and hè 
was. in favor of the resolution,) that it should‘not 
be done in the offensive language of the preamble. 
If his colleague ‘would read that preamble, he 
would see what its terms were. In the then sore 
and morbid state of feeling on this subject, it was 
calculated to repel southern men who were other- 
wise, as he knew, inclined to make no ‘opposition 
to the abolishing of the slave trade in the District 
of Columbia. . : i 
Mr. GIDDINGS resumed. He said his col- 
league referred to the preamble of the resolution: 
as offensive to the South. Does he allege ‘there’ 
was anything in that preamble that was not stricdly 
true? And was he afraid that truth would be of 
fensive? Again heasked his colleague if southern 
gentlemen made any objections, to the preamble ? 
He believed the South had atiall-times.been able 
to take care of themselves. Indeed he had gener- 
ally found them able and. willing to take care of 
the North also. But his:eolleague had volunteered: 
to take them unger his protection, to extend over 
these slaveholders:a parental care. Why, (said 
he,) does he not-seé that he was going entirely 


pi 
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he 
beyond -the eglaveholders? that he. out-Herod’s 
He was sensible that gentlemen could at 
all times find some excuse for keeping. up this 
slave trade; such excuses had been found for the: 
last-forty years. 


OMe. VINTON interposed and said, that when 
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the resoliition was first offered by Mr. Gort, that 


gentleman moved the previous question. He (Mr. 
V.) had then risen, and said that he hoped the pre- 
vious question would not be seconded, because, 
before the vote was taken, he desired to move to 
strike ont the preample. His'colleague, [Mr. Gro- 
pinds,}] however, anda sufficient number of other 
members, voted for the previous question, which 
was sustained: thus cutting off a motion to strike 
out the preamble. As a matter of course; he (Mr. 
V.Y had voted for the résolution. That vote had 
placed him inva false position; and he voted to 
reconsider, ‘for the purpose of getting an oppor- 
tunity. of doing what he had originally avowed 
his intention’to do, to move to strike out the pre- 
amblé,; which he considered offensive, but with 
the-intention of voting for the resolution divested 
‘of thé preamble. His colleague had held a con- 
versation with him on the merits of that préamble. 

Mr. GIDDINGS said, that he entertained no 
doubt that his colleague last up [Mr. Vinton] had 
felt that these slave-dealers ought to be treated with 
great delicacy. For his part he had no such tender 
sympathies. We hang those who follow that 
commerce on the eastern shore of, the Atlantic as 
unfit for human associations, but his colleagues 
were for treating those more guilty with unusual 
delicacy. The name of his colleague last up also 
appeared on the Journal as voting against the 
ptoposition to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table, and then as moving to postpone the subject 
for two weeks. He had at the time been unable 
himself to see any good reason for the postpone- 
ment. But he would return to the Whig party. 
It would be remembered that this change had 
taken place after the election of General Taylor, 
when gentlemen are sometimes suspected of being 
desirous of propitiating the Executive. 

Mr. SCHENCK interposed, explaining what 
his action had been on Mr. Gorr’s resolution. 
His colleague had charged him with a want of 
boldness in facing the truth. His colleague well 
knew that he was not afraid to avow his opin- 
ions in relation to slavery or the slave trade in 
the District of Columbia. He (Mr. S.) was op- 
posed to both; though he dared to entertain and 
freely express some independent opinions, which 
his colleague would not, because he thought they 
were unpopular at the North. 

Mr. GIDDINGS claimed the floor. 

Mr. SCHENCK inquired whether his colleague 
would. not give him the opportunity to state his 
opinions. . 

Mr. GIDDINGS said he would do so, if the 
time was not to be deducted out of his hour, 

Mr. HILLIARD rose to a point of order. He 
thought the House had heard enough of this 
matter. f 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman from Ohio 
{Mr. Giovines] was proceeding under leave of the 


ouse. 

Mr. SCHENCK appealed to the House whether 
it would not hear him. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr, Giopmvas] was entitled to the floor, unless he 
yielded to his colleague. Did the gentleman yield? 

Mr. GIDDINGS said he did not. 

It was now proposed that the question should 
be put to the House, whether the time occupied by 
Mr. Scuencr, in explanation, should be deducted 
out of Mr. Gippives’s hour. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. GIDDINGS again took the floor. 

Mr. HILLIARD interposed-— 

Mr. GIDDINGS said he did not give way. 

Mr. HILLIARD called the gentleman to order. 
He submitted that when a gentleman received the 
leave of the House, he proceeded at sufferance, 
and might be arrested at any time. 

The SPEAKER said, that in the judgment of 
the Chair, the remarks of the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. Gropines] were out of order. But 
the House had given him leave to proceed, and so 
long as he continued in the same strain of remark 
as that in which he was speaking when first called 
to order, he would be in order under leave granted 
by the House. The Chair, therefore, ruled the 
gentleman in order. 
` Mr. GIBDINGS said he would bring his re- 
marks to a close immediately. 
> Mrr G. said, when last interrupted he was re- 
ferring to the fact that gentlemen were sometimes 
suspected of endeavoring by votes in this Hall to 
propitiate. Executive favor. He would not say 


that gentlemen ‘voted on the occasion referred to 
for that-purpose; buf it was certain that one gen- 
tleman who then voted against Jaying the motion 


to reconsider‘on’ the ‘table, thereby sustaining the 


traffic in our own species, had -received an-offer of 
a seat in the Executive Cabinet, but declined it. 
Another who thus. voted now- presided over the 
Naval Department, and was one of the President’s 
constitutional advisers; another who had not voted 
either way, was at the head of the-Post Office De- 
partment; another was now our Minister at Mad- 
rid; another represented this nation at the court 
of the Grand Sultan of Turkey; another was Com- 
missioner on Mexican claims; another had been 
appointed Marshal of the Western District “of 
‘Pennsylvania;"another ‘was inspector of hospitals 
in the United States; and the son-in-law of another 
was chief clerk in the Home Department. - He 
could not say that these rewards were given as 
compensations for sustaining the crimes connected 
with the slave trade; but it is.an extraordinary 
fact, that so far as his knowledge extended, no 
man who then voted against this slave trade had 
received so much asa smile from the President. 

Yet he was told that an obligation rested on him 
to vote for the gentleman from Massachusetts, be- 
cause he belonged to this party. He said that 
names had little weight with him. He would be 
as willing to vote for a Democrat who protected 
the slave trade, as for a Whig who committed the 
same deeds. He would vote for no man who thus 
sustained a course at which humanity revolts. 
He would refer to a fact that transpired the week 
on which most of the members reached this city. 
It was the week before the present session com- 
menced. Most of the old members would recol- 
lect a colored man who last year waited in the 
refectory below us. He, fearing that he was to be 
sold under your law, attempted to make his 
escape to'a land of freedom. He was arrested, 
and knowing his doom, he drew a knife from his 
pocket, and, in the presence of his captors, cut his 
own throat, and appealed to the God of Justice 
against the law which has been sustained in this 
District for the last forty years. But such suicides 
are common among the victims of this traffic. He 
repeated, that those who deal in slaves here, are 
far more guilty than those who follow the African 
slave trade. Their victims are more enlightened, 
and suffer more. 

And one fact was certain, this slave trade had 
been sustained for the last two years by the Whig 
party of this House. The records of the nation 
showed this fact, and still gentlemen urged that he 
was bound to sustain a man for Speaker because he 
belonged to that party. Ee denied any such obli- 
gation. He would be as willing to go down to 
the slave pen on the corner of 7th street and Ma- 
ryland avenue,and take the dealer in human flesh 
who presides over that piratical establishment to 
officiate as Speaker of this House, as he would 
vote for any man, call him Whig or Democrat, 
who lends his influence to protect and shield that 
execrable traffic. 

His colleague had spoken with contempt of 
pledges; but insisted that he ought to have voted 
for a man who would not let his views be known: 
that he should march up blindfolded to the work, 
and lend his efforts to elevate to the Speakership 
aman who, if he had any sentiments, dared not 
utter them. He spurned the degrading proposi- 
tion. The very idea of the candidate’s secreting 
his opinions. was to cheat some portion of those 
who voted for him. He knew that, if his senti- 
ments were known, some would not lend him their 
votes. While he was himself unwilling to cheat 
or defraud others, he had no anxiety to be duped 
himself. He would never disgrace his constitu- 
ents with such a vote. They had never voted 
for him without knowing his sentiments. They 
refused their support to General Taylor on this 
very principle. 1f other constituencies wish their 
representatives to be imposed upon by such de- 
vice, his did not. He stood as an advocate for 
open, undisguised, honest truth. 

His colleague and the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts had said that a bill at the last session to 
abolish the slave trade here had been introduced 
by the Committee on this District. Gentlemen 
need not misrepresent recorded facts. There was 
no such bill introduced. That committee had in- 
troduced a bill to -prohibit the bringing of slaves 
from Maryland and Virginia to this city for sale; 
but it made no allusion to the traffic carried: on 
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within the District. The coldred people here were 
left to all. the horrors and crimes of that com- 
merée. - The slave pens here were not. forbidden. 
The slave merchants here, had that bill passed, 
would have continued to purchase men,:to obtain 
more women, and collect a still greater number ‘of 
children, for the southern market. Your slave 
auctions in this city would have gone on. “He 
declared.it a fraud upon the public. to represent 
that bill as contemplating the abolition of theslave 
trade. . 

For years it had been the practiĉe in this House, 
when a Speaker was elected, so to arrange the 
committees as to suppress all petitions sent to 
them. praying. the’ abolition of this traffic; and 
those committees thus uphold a trade at which all 
the feelings of our nature revolt. Members here 
will say to their constituents that these petitions 
were referred, but the committee made no report. 
Why not? Because they were placed there for 
the ‘very purpose of suppressing those petitions. 
Look (said he) to the last. two years; have not 
these committees suppressed the thousands of pe- 
titions sent to them? Certainly they have. Not 
one has been reported on. Why not? Does not 
the voice of the nation reply that they were so ar- 
ranged as to suppress those petitions? And who 
arranged them? The very man who the Whigs 
say he ought to have voted for to the office of 
Speaker! They insist that he was bound to be- 
come a party to this stupendous fraud. 

He believed that governments are constituted 
among meh to secure the people in the enjoyment 
of their inalienable rights; These undying truths 
were proclaimed by our fathers, and placed on 
record. They, sir, were not afraid nor ashamed 
to avow them. He mostsolemnly, most devoutly 
cherished and sustained them. Nor would he at 
any time sustain any man for the office of Speaker 
of this House who disbelieved in these funda- 
mental doctrines. Nor would he vote for any one 
who dares not avow them. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, in pursuance of his promise 
to Mr. Kaurman, then demanded the previous 
question. : 

) THE HOLIDAYS.. i 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, rose, he said, to 
a question of privilege. There were a consider- 
able number of members absent; and it had not 
been usual to transact any public business during 
what were usually denominated the Christmas 
holidays. Besides, there was much business of & 
private nature to be transacted at the departments 
from all the districts throughout the Union. He 
moved, therefore, that when the House adjourns, 
it adjourn to meet on Monday next. : 

The question was taken and decided in the af- 
firmative without a division. 

So it was decided that when the House ad- 
journed, it would adjourn to Monday next. 

_ Mr. JONES moved that the Flouse do now ad- 
journ. 


THE COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BURT suggested that unless the resolution 
he had introduced should be adopted, the Speaker 
could not appoint the committees by Monday next. 
Let us (said Mr. B.) pass ‘the resolution and then 
adjourn. f ; 

Mr. JONES waived his motion to adjourn for a 
This whole proceeding, he conceived, 
was out of order, and contrary to the provisions of 
the act of 1789, which declared’ that the House 
should do no business until the Speaker had been 
sworn, the Members had been sworn, and the 
Clerk had been sworn. Now, the first business 
the House had to do was to elect a Clerk, and then 
the committees could be appointed. He renewed 
his motion that the House do now adjourn. 

And the question having been taken on that 
motion, the vote stood—ayes 44, noes not counted. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The question then recurred on the demand for 
the previous question. 

There was a second; and the main question was 
ordered to be now taken. 

The first question was on the amendment. 

The yeas and nays thereon were asked. 

Mr. JONES. Believing (he said) that the 
House had no power to adopt the resolution till a 
Clerk had been elected, he moved to lay the sub- 
ject on the table. : 

The question. was. taken and decided in the 


negative. 
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So the House refused to lay the ‘sub 
table. : 
The question 
the yeas and na 
were refused. - 
The question on the amendment was then taken; 
and decided in the negative without a division. ~~ 
So the amendment was rejected. aoa Bh 
The question was ‘then taken on the resolution, 
and decided in the affirmative without-a division. 
So the resolution was adopted. ==- i 
Mr: THOMPSON, -of Mississippi, gave notice 
that he would ask leave- on` to-morrow, or on 
some subsequent day, to introduce a bill of the 
following title: ‘A bill to repeal an act entitled 
‘An act to establish the Home Department, and 
to provide for the Treasury Department an As- 
sistant Secretary of the Treasury and a Commis- || 
sioner of Customs.’ ” 


: OFFICERS OF THE HOUSE. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, rose to 
offer a resolution. 
Mr. HOLMES moved that the House adjourn. 
The resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the House will proceed to the election of 
Clerk, and other officers, on Thursday, the third of January, 


yject-on the: 
then ‘recurred on the-demand for 
ys on the amendment, and .they: 


Mr. HOLMES insisted on his motion. 

And the question thereon was taken, and having 
been decided. in-the affirmative— 

The House adjourned until Monday next. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, December 27, 1849. 


Mr. CLEMENS presented the credentials of | 
the Hon. Wm. R. Kine, elected a Senator by the 
Legislature of the State of Alabama for the term 
of six years from the 4th day of March last; 
which were read, and the oath prescribed by law 
was administered to Mr. K., and he took his seat 
in the Senate. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


The following message was received from the | 
President of the United States by Mr. Briss, his 
Private Secretary: 

Wasuineron, Dec. 27, 1849, 
To the Senate and House of Representatives: 

In consequence of the unexpected delay in proceeding to | 
business, I deem it necessary to invite the immediate atten- 
tion of Congress to so much of the report of the Secretary of 
the Treasiiry as relates to the appropriations required for 
the expenses of collecting the revenuedgy, the balf of the 
current fiscal year. . TAYLOR. 

On motion by Mr. PHELPS, 


Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee on Finance. 


EXECUTIVE REPORTS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate areportof the Secretary of the Navy, made 
agreeably to law, accompanied by a statement of 
the transfers of appropriations for the naval service 
during the fiscal year ending the 30th June, 1849; 
which was read, and referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Also, a report of. the Secretary of the Navy, 
made agreeably to law, accompanied by a state- 
ment of appropriations for the nayal service for 
the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1849; 
which was read. 

Also, a report of the Second Auditor of the 
Treasury, made agreeably to law, accompanied | 
by copies of such accounts as have been rendered 
by persons charged or intrusted with the disburse- 
ment or application of moneys, goods, or effects, 
for the benefit of the Indians, from the Ist of Octo- |) 
ber, 1847, to the 30th September, 1848, together 
with a statement exhibiting the names of all per- | 
sons to whom money, goods, or effects, have been 


| 


‘ber of extra copiés was usually ordered, he would 


í follows: 


| Treasury Depa 


‘early a day in 


<< He would now. move that : the’ usual: 
number of the document be printed for the use of 
the-Senate; and when he ascertained what num- 


move the printing of a like- number also. we 
The VICE PRESIDENT remarked, that unless 
by unanimous consent of the Senate, the motion. 
to print must be referred to. the Committee ‘on 
Printing.- Pho ot ; 
Mr. DAVIS.. Will the Chair look at the rule? 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair may be 
mistaken in his-construction of the rule. It is as 


«A Committee on Printing, to consist of three members, 
to whom shall be referred every question on the. printing of 
documents, reports, or other matter transmitted by either 
of the executive departments; and all memorials, petitions, 
accompanying documents, together with all other matter, 
the printing of which shall be moved, excepting bills ori- 
ginating in Congress, resolutions offered by any Senator, 
communicatigns trom the Legislatures of the respective 
States, aud niStions to print by order of the standing com- 
mittees of the Senate ; and it shall be the duty of such Com- 
mittee on Printing to report, in every case, in one day, or 
sooner, if practicable.” 


Mr. WEBSTER. Mr. President, the motion 
to print which has been made appears to come 
within the provision of that rule. It is quite evi- 
dent, sir, that some modification of that rale ought 
to be made, or else we shall find ourSelves very 
much embarrassed in dealing with communica- 
tions coming from the executive departments. I 
hope for the present that there may be a unani- 
mous consent on the part of the Senate for the 


s0 late’ in the session: as-to be of little: 


“There. is not an oyster-shop: inthis city. tha 

would not be ashamed to put out its advertisem 
in such a guise as the public documents of the |: it, 
sessiòn-appeared in; and-unless I have some-dssu-. 
rance-that we shall exhibit ourselves to thé:cou you 
in a little more creditable light, ‘I. shall withhold: 
my vote for printing-any. more documents What. 
ever. co odes eS pak tay Pee O Te Ae a 

‘Mr. BORLAND... Aschairman‘of the Commite: « 
| tee on Printing, I would remark: that I agree per-* 

| fectly with the opinion expressed by the Senator: 
from New Hamshire; and I take this.occason' to: 

' gay to the Senate, that so far as- I am concerned: 

| and- I think, so far as the other members of the” 

' committee are concerned, we are resolved to cause 
the public printers to come up to the standard by 
which the contracts are made, and that in no case 
will any printing be received that does not conform 
strictly with the terms of the contract, and with 
the samples given. But, sir, I will say further, 
that I think the main ‘cause. of the bad printing 
complained of, is. what has been, as I regard-it, the’ 
bad economy of the Senate. Instead of paying 4 

| fair compensation, and having the printing under- 
taken by competent persons, a sort of small econ- . 
omy has been adopted, and the printers have taken .. 
their contracts upon such terms that they positively 
cannot perform itina proper and creditable man- 
ner without losing money.. That lies. at.the foun: 
dation of the difficulty; but as the plan:-has been: 

| adopted, and. they have come forward and taken 

contracts under this. regulation,.there is nothing” 
for the Committee on Printing to do but to. hold. 


t 


printing of so many of these important public doc- 
uments as is usual, without reference to the com- 
mittee. And I would suggest the hope, sir, that 
some member of this body, having the necessary 
qualifications for that purpose, would undertake 
to prepare and submit some modification of the 
rule witich the Chair has just read. 


the question on printing will now be taken. 
No objection being made, the motion was put, 
and agreed to. : 
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. It appears by 
a note sent to me by the Secretary, that the usual 


The VICE PRESIDENT. If there is no objec- || 
Mion, 


them up to the contract, and receive no printing 
| that does not conform. strictly to the terms of the 
contract. Legs 
The question being then taken on the motion to, 
print extra copies of the document in question, ‘it 
' was decided in the affirmative. 
CHEROKEE INDIANS. ` : 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
| a report of the Second Comptroller and Second 
| Auditor of the Treasury, made in pursuance of a 
| joint resolution, approved August 7, 1848, show- 
ing the amount payable by the United States to. 


number of extra copies of this document is 5,500, 
of which 500 are for the use of the Treasury De- 
partment. I would submit a motion, therefore, 
conforming with that usage—that the number of 
5,500 be printed for distribution, and that 500 of 
the number be considered to be for the use of the 
rtment. As has been suggested by 
ague, this is a document of very great 
and I am very glad to see it here at so 
the session; and I rise now for the 
purpose not only. of making this motion, but also 
again to express the hope that the printing of this 
document may not be delayed. I believe that 
usually Congress has closed its labors, and we | 
have left this place and gone’ to our homes, before į 
this document has reached us. It has, therefore, 
generally come to us through the mails. Itis a 
document which the whole commercial commu- 
nity, and all persons who are curious in statistics, 
are anxious to see. I would therefore express the 
hope and expectation that, at a much earlier day 
than has heretofore been thought suitable and 
proper, this document may be printed and de- 
livered to the Senate by the public printers, and 
that this suggestion will be enough to accomplish 
the object in view 
Mr. HALE. 
wish to make a few remar 
printing, though I do not know that they are prop- 
er to this occasion. 1 wish to be informed, sir, 
whether there is no way in which the printing of 
Congress can be done in such a manner that we 
need not be absolute 


my colle 
importance, 


Before the question is taken, I 


delivered within the same time; which was read, 
and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
and ordered to- be printed. 


COMMERCE AND NAVIGATION. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
accompanied by a report of the Register of the 
Treasury, and statements of the commerce and 
navigation of the United States for the last fiscal 
year, prepared as required by the actof 10th Feb- 
ruary 1820; which was read. : 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, expressed his | 
gratification that this report had been sent in at so 
early a day, as it had been usual for. Congress to | 


1 
l 
j 
| 
| 


| 
| 


constituents. I made up my mind, after the last 
session, that I would never vote for publishing 
another document, unless some mode could be de- 
vised by which we could prevent its being so ab- 
solutely ridiculous. I remember, very particu- 
larly, the printing of the last report of the Com- 
missioner of Patents was the most disgraceful | 
exhibition of printing that Lever saw in my life. 
After I had distributed them around among some j 
of my friends, they asked me if they used wooden 
types in Washington. The paper was, if possi- 
ble, worse than the printing. But take it alto- 
ether, it was, as I said before, the most discredit- 


ks upon the subject of |) 


ly ashamed to show it to our || 


| the Cherokee Indians, according to the principles 
| established by the treaty of August, 1846, between 
the United States and the said Indians. è 
Mr. BORLAND moved that it be printed, and 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. f 
Mr. WEBSTER. I wish to inquire under. | 
what resolution of the Senate that order comes. 
Will the Secretary have the goodness to turn to 
the resolution, and see to what it refers? À 
The Secretary stated that the report was made 
in compliance: with a joint resolution of Congress: 
Mr. WEBSTER. What I wish to suggest 18), 
whether, in a general call upon the Treasury De- 
partment, a report is sent here. by a subordinate. 
If we call for a report from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, the report is to come, I think, from the head’ 
of the department. I move:to lay it on the table. 
The question being taken on the motion to lay: 
on the table, it was agreed to. : 


THE COAST. SURVEY.’ 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate'a report from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
accompanied by a report from the Superintendent 


of the Coast Survey. ENE 
On motion by Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, 
and that 5,590 copies, in ad- 


Ordered, That it be printed, i 
dition to the usual number, be printed ; 500 of which for the 
use of the Superintendent of the Coast Survey. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. SEWARD presented the memorial-of Lu- 
ther Bradish and others, citizens of New York, 
asking the adoption of measures for procuring, 10 
i connection with the census of 1850, certain sta- 
tistical information, important to commercial, 
political, and scientific purposes; which was laid 
on the table until a committee on the. subject: 


should be constituted. EEE ; 

Mr. S. also presented the petition of the heirs of 
John Holden, deceased, @ revolutionary officer, 
asking compensation for his military services; 
which was-referred: to the Committee on Revolu- 
i Claims.: EE, 
"Mres: also presented the petition of the heirs of 
Jacob: Lathing, deceased, asking indemnity for. 
French spoliations prior to 1800; which was. laid. 


able and disgraceful exhibition of printing that I 
aver saw in my‘life. : ey 


onthe table.. 
MrS: also presen 


ted the petition of Francis 
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Rotche, co-heir.of Wm. Rotche-& Sons, asking 
indemnity for French spoliations, prior to 1800; 
which was laid onthe table. 

Mr. S. also presented the petition of S.-G. Gro- 
yer, acitizen of Springwater, New: York, asking 
sùch an amendment of the pension laws as- will 
provide ‘pensions’ for the heirs-of revolutionary 
‘officers and soldiers who died prior to the passage 
‘of the act of 1818; which was referred.to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. - eS ; : 

Mr. S. also presented three memorials of citizens 
of New York, a-petition of. citizens of Syracuse, 
and a petition of citizens of Albany, New York, 
asking the establishment of a branch. mint of the 
United States in the city of New York; which were 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. S. also‘presented a memorial of the Chamber 
of Commerce of the city of New York, and two 
petitions of citizens of New York, asking an ap- 
propriation for the removal of obstructions to the 
navigation of Hurlgate channel, in the harbor of 
New York; which were referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Mr. FOOTE presented the memorial of George 
Adams, an officer in the United States marine 
corps, asking compensation for property lost du- 
ring the Mexican war, and reimbursement of med- 
ical expenses incurred in consequence of ta wound 
received in the engagement at the National Bridge; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CLAY presented the memorial of George 
Warfield and others, asking indemnity for French 
spoliations prior to 1800; which was laid on the 
table. 

Mr, C. also presented the memorial of Isaac Ev- 
erett, executor of Harriet Barney, deceased, asking 
indemnity for French spoliations prior to 1800. 

Mr. C. also presented the petition of Abigail 
Shaler Stilwell, legal representative of William 
Shaler, deceased, late United States consul-general 
at Algiers, asking to be allowed certain arrearages 
of his pay; which was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

In presenting the latter petition, Mr. C. said: I 
have also in my hand the petition of Miss, or 
Mrs.—I do not know which; and that is a mat- 
ter of public inconvenience often; and I should be 
very glad if, by universal consent, some mode 
could be adopted so that you might know, whena 
stranger addresses you, whether she is married or 
single. Ihave often been excessively embarrassed 
upon that subject, and am so in this case; but I 
suppose she is married. She signs her name Abi- 
gail Shaler Stilwell, and is the sister of one of the 
worthiest men I have ever known in the public ser- 
vice. He was fora long time our consul on the 
coast of Barbary, and was afterwards transferred 
to the consulate at Havana, where he died. After 
his decease, the allowance which ought to have 
been made was refused, and the object of the pe- 
tition is to obtain that allowance. 

Mr. C. also presented the memorial of Hester 
L. Henry, widow of William Henry, asking to 
be allowed a pension in consideration of the ser- 
vices of her husband in the Revolution,and during 
the last war with Great Britain; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 


Mr. C. remarked that he had known her hus- lj 


band to bea man of great merit, who had served 
in the Revolution, and he believed in every war in 
which the country had since been involved. 

Mr. JONES presented three petitions of citizens 
of the State of Iowa, asking for the construction 
of a railroad from the Missouri river to the Pacific 
ocean; which were referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. J. also presented the petition of Andrew 
Bankson, asking a grant of land for services ren- 
Gered and property lost during the last war with 
Great Britain; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. 

Mr. J. also presented the petition of Lewis A. 
Thomas and Thomas Rogers, asking compensa- 
tion for services in defending certain Sioux Indians, 
charged with murder in the State of Missouri, 
which was referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr. J. also presented petitions of citizens of 
Jefferson county, lowa, asking a grant of land to 
aid in the construction of arailroad from Dubuque 
to Keokuck, in that State; which were referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. J. also presented the memorial of the heirs 
of Pascal Detchmandy, asking the confirmation of 


‘Lands. 


their title to a tract of latid- in the State of Missouri; 
which was referred to. the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. O a 

Mr. J. -also presented the petition of Moses 
Paquett and: Therese Brisbois, asking. the con- 
firmation of their title to an Indian reservation; 
which was referred to.the Committee-on Public 


Mr. SMITH presented a petition of citizens of 
‘Hartford, Connecticut, asking that the obstructions 
to the navigation of the Hurigate channel, in the 
harbor of New York, be removed; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. . 

Mr. BERRIEN presented the memorial of the 
Chamber of Commerce of the city of Savannah, in 


| the State of Georgia, asking the removal of obstruc- 


tions to the navigation of the Savannah river; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. B. also presented the petition of William 
Maxwell, heir of Josiah Maxwell, a reyolutionary 
officer, asking to be allowed commutation pay; 
which was referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

Mr. FELCH submitted documents relating to 
the claim of Jonathan Kearsley, receiver of public 
moneys at Detroit, to the reimbursements of money 
expended by him for extra clerk-hire; which, with 
all the other papers on the files of the Senate, in 
relation to said claim, were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. F. also presented the petition of John Bid- 
dle, late register of the land office at Detroit, ask- 


ing the reimbursement of money expended by him | 


for extra clerk-hire; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. . 

Mr. F. also presented: the petition of Hiram 
Moore and John Hascall, asking a renewal of 
their patent for a harvesting machine; which was 
referred to the Committee on Patents afd the 
Patent Office. 


RESOLUTIONS FROM A STATE LEGISLATURE. 


Mr. FELCH presented a joint resolution, passed 
by the Legislature of the State of Michigan, in 
favor of a renewal of the patent for Moore & Has- 
call's harvesting machine; which was referred to 
the Commitee on Patents and the Patent Office, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. F. also presented a resolution, passed by 
the Legislature of the State of Michigan, in favor 
of the construction of a ship canal around the Falls 
of Niagara and the Sault St. Marie; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. F. also presented a resolution, passed by 
the Legislature of the State of Michigan, in favor 
of the construction of a road from Saginaw to 
Michilimackinack and the Sault St. Marie; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. F. also presented a resolution, passed by 
the Legislature of the State of Michigan, in favor 
of a reduction of the rates of postage; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. F. also presented a resolution, passed by 
the Legislature of the State of Michigan, in favor 
of a grant of public land to that State for the erec- 
tion of asylums for the insane, deaf and dumb, and 
blind; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands, and ordered to be printed, 

Mr. DOUGLAS presented the petition of F. 
Maxwell, register, J. A. Langlois, receiver, Jacob 
Feaman, late register, of the land office at Kaskas- 
kia, IHinois, asking to be allowed commissions 
on entries of military land warrants; which was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. D. also presented the petition of D. Clapp 
and J. H. Murphy, register and receiver, and L. 
R. Noel and William E. Russell, late register and 
receiver, of the land office at Danville, Hlinois, ask- 
ing to be allowed commissions on entries of mili- 
tary land warrants; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 


STATE OF DESERET. 


Mr. DOUGLAS presented a memorial of the 
provisional government of the people of Deseret, 


accompanied’ by a constitution and form of State, 


government, asking admission into the Union as a 
State, or the organization of a territorial govern- 
ment by Congress; which he moved to have 


| printed, and referred: to. the Committee on.Terri- 


+ 


| tories.. * : 


Mr: YULEE inquired whether this was not am 
application for admission as a State? : 
Mr. DOUGLAS replied that it was, with the 


| alternative, however, of admission-as a ‘Ferritory, 


if Congress should so difect. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. According to the 
understanding of the Chair, it will have to go-to 
the Committee on Printing, unless otherwise or- 
dered by unanimous consent. 

A Senator. I object. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Then I. wilt withdraw the 
motion to print, which was made at the suggestion 
of Senators around me. I presume all the mem- 
bers have copies. I have no particular wish that 
it, should be printed. 

Mr. YULEE. I rose with reference to the ques- ` 
tion of the particular committee to which this 
should go. Does that question precede the motion 
to print? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Not. necessarily. 
The question being then taken on the motion to 
print, it was agreed to. 

The question reeurring apon the motion to 
refer— 

Mr. YULEE said: I rose for the purpose of 
reminding the Senator that at the last session the 
subject of the appropriate committee to which ap- 
plication for admission as States should be referred, 
was discussed and decided by the Senate. It was 
then agreed, 1 think, by a formal decision of the 
Senate, that applications for'admission as States 
should go to the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
not to the Committee on Territories.. As Funder- 
stand this to be a petition, accompanied by a con- 
stitution, for admission as a State into the Union, 
Į think it ought to be referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, in accordance with the decision 
of the Senate at the last session. I make that mo- 


tion. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. f am aware that, under pe- 
culiar circumstances, there was a decision of the 
Senate last’ year, referring a particular bill for the 
admission of a State into the Union to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. It was not a full Senate, 
and I do not think that decision should be con- 
sidered as establishing the question as to which is 
the appropriate committee. In the House of Rep- 
resentatives, the uniform rule has been to refer all 
applications for the admission of States to the Com- 
mittee on Territories. There is no exception to 
the rule there, J am under the impression that 
here the precedénts have been both ways. Ifit is 
thought that this is a case upon which there has 
been such a decision of the Senate, I have no ob- 
jection to that reference being made upon this one 
matter; although this is an application for admis- 
sion either as a State or Territory, by the memo- 
rialists preferring a State, but willing to receive a 
territorial government, and submitting the question 
to Congress which of the two they will grant. I 
would suggest, therefore, to the Senator from Flor- 
ida, that this does not seem to be a case upor 
which he could obtain a fair decision of the Senate 
upon the question as to which is the appropriate 
committee for a State bill; but I have no doubt 
that in a very few days we shall have an opportu- 
nity to test that question, in the case of the bill 
for admitting California into the Union, unaccom- 
panied with a territorial aspect. I.would there- 
fore suggest that he postpone his motion on that 
point to that time. However, I will leave it en- 
tirely with him. 

Mr. YULEE. I understood. the constitution 
and form of government proposed by the people 
of Deseret, and which was adopted, to be that pre- 
sented by the Senator. 

Mr. DOUGLAS, (in his seat.) Yes, sir. 

Mr. YULEE. It of course has reference to 
application for admission into the Union. The 
subject was deemed to be of sufficient importance 
at the last session to elicit a very elaborate discus- 
sion, which lasted, I think, for one or two days; 
and a formal decision of the Senate was made upon 
the question. So far as the policy of a territorial 
organization for Deseret is concerned, the resolu- 
tion which has been laid upon the table this morn- 
ing by the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Foorr} 
will enable the Senate to decide upon that question 
before and in anticipation of the Comittee on 
Territories. The policy upon which the Senate 
may. settle will be determined by the vote on that 
resolution when it comes up. . I take it, then that, 


* 
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this may be considered: distinetly-and primarily.as. 


a proposition for admission:as.a States and in this 
view, I move to refer it to: the-Committee.on the 
Judiciary. lf the Senator from Hlinois was pres- 
ent on Monday, he will recollect. that there was a 
general understanding that nodisputed pointsheuld 
be taken up on this day. - With that understand- 
ing a numberof Senators have absentéd them- 
selves, and among others the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. As this-question at the 
last session was deemed important, and. is so 
deemed by many gentlemen here, L would suggest 

ato the Senator from Ilinois the-propriety of per- 
mitting this: motion to lie over until the chairman 
of the Judiciary Committee shall be present, in 
order that he may take whatever course he may 
deem necessary and proper. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. In accordance with the sug- 
gestion of the Senator, I take great pleasure in con- 
senting that it lie over. 

Mr. CLAY presented the memorial of Mary A. 
Watson, widow of Samuel E. Watson, late an 
officer in the marine corps, asking an increase of 
pension; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

In presenting the latter paper, Mr. C. said that 
the husband of the petitioner, having fought gal- 
lantly in. the course of the war with Mexico, had 
contracted a disease of which he had died in Vera 
Cruz. His widow: represented that application 
had been. made for a pension, and that a pension 
was granted, but below the rate of the rank of her 
deceased husband, She wished Congress to in- 
crease the pension so as to make it correspond 
with the rank which he bore in the service of his 
country. 

Mr. CASS presented a petition of the citizens of 
Michigan, asking that the franking privilege may 
be abolished, and the rates of postage reduced; 
which was referred to. the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. C. also presented a petition from receivers: 
and registers of the land office at Detroit, Michi- 
gan, asking an entire change in the law providing 
compensation. to the registers and receivers for 
their services in locating military bounty land 
warrants; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. BRADBURY presented the petition of 
Wm. H. Walker, for the heirs of Daniel Walker, 
asking indemnity for French spoliatione prior to 
1800; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presented a pe- 
tition very numerously signed by citizens of 
Massachusetts, asking an appropriation for the 
removal of the dangerous rocks which obstruct 
the navigation of Hurlgate channel, in the harbor 
of New York. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, presented the peti- 
tion of George F. Warfield, asking compensation 
for losses sustained by depredations of public and 
private. armed vessels of France from the year 
1793 to 1800; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. DOUGLAS presented the petition of David 
M. Smith, of the county of Niagara, New York, 
asking a pension; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. YULEE presented the petition of Edward 
J. Thomas, asking compensation for a horse 
abandoned by order of an officer of the United 
States in the Florida war; which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 
€ Mr. Y. also presented the petition of Joseph T. 
Walker, attorney, in favor of sundry citizens of 
Florida, asking compensation for horses lost in the 
service of the United States; which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Y. also presented a petition of Kennedy & 
Darling, of ‘Tampa, Florida, asking indemnity for 
injuries committed by the Seminole Indians in 
Florida; which was referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. CLEMENS submitted the following reso- 

lution, which lies over, under the rule: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to inform the Senate, as early as practicable, 
whether any person has been by him appointed civil or mil- 
f California,.since the 4th- day of March 


itary Governor of I 
last; and if so, who has so been appointed, and what com- 
Also, that he be requested 


pensation has been allowed him. e 
toinform the Senate whether any agent has been appointed 
by the Executive, of any of the. departments of the Govern- 
ment, and sent to California, with instructions or authority 


“qualifications 
‘manner of holdingsaid election were regulated. And further, 
‘that he be requested to inform the Senate whether any cen- 


to. organize.a State. government for that Territory, or: 
añd. advise tlie people within ite limits in such organiz A 
And further, that he be requested to-infori the Senate how: 
the delegates, recently assembled in California calling them- 
selves-a convention, were elected, by whom. the. qualifica- 
tions of the voters were fixed and determined, what those 
were, and by what law the time, places, aud 


sus of the inhabitants of- said Territory has been taken; and if 


80, by what law and under what authority. And further, that 


he be requested to communicate to the Senate all orders, 
(written or verbal,) instructions, or correspondence with 
any person as civil or military Governor of California, or as 
agent on the part of the United States Government in Cali- 
fornia. And further, that he be requested to inform the 
Senate whether any steps have been taken by the Execu- 
tive, or any departinent of the Governinent, to assemble a 
convention in New Mexico for the purpose of adopting a 
constitution, and making application for admission into the 
Union; and if so, that he be requested to communicate. to 
the Senate all orders, instructions, and papers, in relation 
thereto. And further, that he be requested to inform the 
Senate upon whatground he bases the opinion, expressed in 
bis annual message of December 4, 1849, that the people of 
New Mexico will ‘at no very distant period present them- 
selves for admission into the Union.” . 
Mr. HOUSTON submitted the following reso- 
lution, which lies over, under the rule: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to the Senate ali the official corre- 


spondence since the 4th March last, between the Govern- 
mentof the United States and the military authority stationed 


‘at Santa Fé. Also, all the correspondence between the 


State of Texas and those of the United States Government 
relating to the boundary or occupation of the Territory of 
"Texas by the troops of the United States. Also, the reasons 
why the judicial authority of the State of Texas has not 
been recognized by the military authorities at Santa Fé, 

Mr. JONES submitted the following resolution, 
which lies over: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making an appro- 
priation for cunti uing the improvements of the navigation 
ot the Mississippi atthe Des Moines and Rock River Rapids, 
in said river. 

TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENTS. 

Mr. FOOTE. I gave notice, a few days since, 
that I would ask leave to-day to introduce a bill 
for the establishment of a territorial government 
in California, Deseret, and New Mexico, and for 
other purposes. This bill was drawn up ina 
spirit of compromise, and with a due regard to 
the constitutional rights of the varlous sections of 
the Confederacy; and I should now press the ap- 
plication for leave to introduce it, 
indications of public sentiment in several quarters 
of the Union, which I shall not now particularize, 
and certain proceedings of Congress which have 


occurred since we first assembled at the present 
session. As it is, after some consultation with 
various worthy gentlemen, I have come to the 
conclusion to postpone the introduction of the bill 
mentioned for the present; and, in lieu thereof, to 
introduce the resolution which I hold in my hand; 
she object of which is, at some early period, to 
bring about a calm, free, and perfectly fraternal 
interchange of views and sentiments upon the 
grave and momentous subject embraced in It. 
Believing that such an interchange is of the high- 
est importance, and is likely to result in the most 
beneficial consequences to the whole country, and 
sincerely hoping, also, that such a debate upon 
this resolution may occur as will tend to stengthen 
our free institutions, and secure the permanent 
repose and happiness of the Republc, I proceed to 
offer it for the consideration of the Senate, Ido 
not desire immediate action upon it, but will call 
it up at some suitable moment. 

The resolution was then sent to the desk and 
read, as follows: 

Resolved, That it is the duty of Congress, at this session, 
to establish suitable territorial governments for California, 
for Deseret, and for New Mexico. 

The resolution lies over, under the rule. 

Mr. CASS submitted the following resolution, 
which lies over: ; 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be required to fur- 
nish the Senate, as soon as practicable, with copies of the 
folowing surveys: > 

lst. A copy of the report, plan, and estimate for improving 
the entrance from Lake Michigan to Muskegan lake. 

2d. A copy of the report, plan, and estimate tor improving 
the entrance from Lake Michigan to Black river. 

3d. A copy of the report, plan, and estimate for improving 
the entrance from Lake Michigan to Grand river. 


Mr. CLAY submitted the following resolution; 
which, after a remark by him, was considered by 
unanimons consent, and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be instructed 
to inquire into the propriety of granting a pension to Patsey 
Elmore for the services of her husband, Thomas Ellmore; 


but for certain | 


cation which I now make to the Senate.: 


zaid committee the evidence. in support of 
for 4 ‘pension, now in the Pension Office. : 
PRINTING THE PRESIDENT’S, MESSAGE 
Mr. PHELPS: remarked: that..it. was usualto 
print an extra-ndmber of copieg’of the -Président’s.. 
annual message and the accompanying documents.” - 
Upon reference to the record, he found that: the 
namber had varied from: ten thousand to: fifteen 
thousand. He- would move;. therefore, that ten’, 
thousand extra copies of the message-and.doeu- 
ments be printed for the use of the Senate. pees 
The motion, being objected to, was referred: to 
the Committee-on Printing. Pe mages 
Mr. P. then moved that twenty thousand: extra. 
copies of the report of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury on the finances be printed forthe use of the 
Senate; which motion, being objected to, was also 
referred to the Committee on Printing. 
ADJOURNMENT OVER. 
On motion, it was j 


Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns, it be to meet on 
Monday next. ` om 


On motion by Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, 


Ordered, That the papers in the case of Mrs. Everett 
widow of the late Alexander Everett, now on the files of 
the Senate, be withdrawn, and referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 


On motion by Mr. BELL, 

Ordered, ‘That the memorial and other papers-in the case 
of John S. Russworm, now on-the files of the Senate, be 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 

Mr. WALKER, in pursuance of notice hereto- 
fore given, asked and obtained leave to introduce 
‘© A bill to authorize a change of venue in certain’ 
cases;” which was read a first and second time by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. YULEE, in pursuance of notice, asked and. 
obtained leave to introduce *‘ A bill to be entitled 
“An act to provide for the adjustment and pay- 
ment of expenses incurred and obligations con- 
tracted by the State of Florida, in providing for the 
safety of the people of that State uring the recent 
insurrection of the Seminole Indians; which was 
read a first and second time by its title, and: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. DOUGLAS, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce “ A bill granting 
160 acres of the public lands to the actual settlers 
who shall reside thereon and cultivate a portion 
thereof for a period of four. years;”, which was 
read twice by its title, ordered to be printed, and 
referred to the Committee on Publie Lands.. 

Mr. D. algo, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce ** A. bill granting :to~ 
each of the States in which the public lands.are 
situated a quantity of land, equal to one township; 
jn each jand district, to aid in making a geological 
survey of such States, respectively;” which was 
read twice by its title, ordered to be printed, and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. ` 

Mr. D. also, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce ** A bill for the benefit 
of the Territory of Minnesota;?’ which was read a 
first and second time ‘by its title, ordered to be 

rinted, and referred to the Committee on Public 
ands. l 
EXPENSE OF COLLECTING THE REVENUE. 


Mr. PHELPS. Irise for the purpose of asking 
leave of the Senate to introduce a joint resolution. 
Not having been advised of the exigency which 
calls for the resolution until yesterday, it was not 
in my power to give a previous notice of the applis 

y 
however, for making application without 
The resolution relates to a subject” 
which demands, imperiously, the: immediate action 
of Congress, being that which is referred:to.in the 
communication received. this morning from the 
President of the United States. - By.a law passed 
in March last, the expenditure for the collection of 
the revenue, from customs, was limited to the sum 
of one million five hundred and sixty thousand. 
dollars. This limitation upon that expenditure is 
to take effect on the Ist of January of the coming - 
year. It hasbeen found that the limitation is 
much too small; that the expenditure,:in connec- 


apology, 
notice is this: 


during the revolutionary war, in the Virginialine; and that j] 


the Secretary of the Interior be. directed: to lay before. the 


‘tion. with the collection of the revenue, has hither- 
to exceeded that limitation, and must, in all human 
probability, exceed it hereafter. -If, however, the 
law:takes effect the Ist of January, it will become 


necessary to make a very great reduction of the- 
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force now employed in the collection of the’ reye- 
nue: ‘That reduction must resultin a very Serious 


detriment tọ the public service: ~~ Under these čir- 


cum*stahees,.it will-be seen that the subject presses’ 
itself forcibly. upon the attention of Congress; and- 


with-a view. of relieving the Treasury. Department 


from the embarrassment which must ensue; Task: 
leave now to. introduce a. joint- resolution which. 


will suspend the operation of that law; until it can 
receive the consideration of Congress: | I propose, 
by this resolution, not to repeal the provision, but 
merely to suspend jits,operation for the-present,in 
order that the subject. may receive due considera- 
tion; and that it may be ascertained whether the 
expenditure for the collection of the. revenue can 
be brought. within. that: limit... The resolution, 
which.Lask leave to introduce, provides, therefore, 


for a suspension of that provision in-the law of. 


March last to the close of the present session of 
Congress, unless Congress in the mean time should 
act definitely on. the subject. Sir, under these 
circumstances, I feel bound to ask the indulgence 
of the Senate to introduce the resolution, and to 
introduce it now, for the purpose of reference 
merely, in order that the subject, which is obvi- 
ously of deep importance, and one which requires 
immediate action, may be brought at once under 
the notice of the appropriate committee. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Mr. President, I 
do not propose to. object to the introduction of the 
resolution, nor am I willing that my consent to 
the introduction shall be taken as a waiver of any 
objection I have to its object. The reduction of 
the expense of collecting the revenue has been con- 
sidered for several years, and has been. postponed 
from year to year, being constantly alluded to as 
a thing to, be brought about until it was finally 
fixed by law. The expenses seem to have beén 
extraordinary, and l am now disposed to adhere 
to what was deliberately adopted. I however 
make no objection. to the introduction of the reso- 
lution. 

. The joint resolution, suspending for a limited 
time the limitation upon the expense of collecting 
the revenue. from customs, was then read a first 
and second time by unanimous consent, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

. Mr, BORLAND, in pursuance of. notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to grant to 
the State of Arkansas. the public lands remaining 
unsold in that State; which was read a first and 
second time by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, in pursuance of notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce bills with 
the following titles, viz: 

A bill for the relief of the American Colonization 
Society; 

A bill for the relief of Alexander R. McKee and 
Johnson Price; 

A bill for the relief of Theodore Offutt; 

A bill for the relief of Charles Reader and Wal- 
ter R, Johnson, and the legal representatives -of 
Thomas P. Jones; 

All of which were severally read a first and'sec- 
ond time by their titles, and referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. ; 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. BRADBURY gave notice that. he would 
to-morrow, or on some subsequent day, ask leave 
to introduce a bill for the estublishment of a Board 
of Commissioners for the investigation of claims 
against the United States. 

Mr. DOUGLAS gave notice that he would to- 
morrow, or the first favorable opportunity there- 
after, ask leave to introduce the following bills: 

A bill providing for an additional term of the 
United States circuit and district courts at Chicago, 
in the district of Illinois. 

A bill granting the right of way and making a 
donation of land to the State of Ilinois, in aid of 
the construction of the Central Railroad. 

Mr. CLEMENS gave notice that he would to- 
morrow, or some subsequent day, introduce a.res- 
olution proposing an amendment of the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, as follows: 

Strike out of the first clause, 3d scetion, Ist article, Con- 
stitution of the. United States, the words, “chosen by the 


legislature thereof,” and insert, “elected by the people 
thereof? 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, gave notice of his 


intention to ask leave to introduce bills with the |} 


following titles: 


-4 A billto increase the efficiency of the army by 
a retired list of disabled officers, and for other pur- 
poses; angee ita Noan S Salat O a ; 
oA bill to grant the right of wy and a donation 
of land to-aid în- the extension of the Mississippi 
and Alabama railroad. from Brandon, .in-.Missis- 
sippi, towards Montgomery, in Alabama. ~~ - 
“Mr. SEWARD gave notice of a bill making 
appropriations for the removal: of ‘obstructions: to. 
the navigation of Hurlgate, in: the harbor. of: New 
York. aa i pe 

Mr. JONES gave notice that he would, on to- 
morrow, ask leave to introduce a bill to set apart 
a portion of the public lands to aid in the construc- 
tion of a railroad from Dubuque to Keokuk, in the 
State of Iowa. ; 

Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to whom was referred a motion to print the 
memorial of the heirs of Kosciusko, reported fa- 
vorably thereto. : 

.On motion by Mr. CASS, the Senate proceeded 
to the consideration of executive business, and 
after some time so spent, the doors were reopened, 
and 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownnay, December 31, 1849. 


The Journal of Thursday last was read and ap- 
proved. 

The Standing Committees, provided for by the 
Rules, the appointment of which was ordered on 
Thursday last by resolution, were, upon the read- 
ing of the Journal this morning, announced, as 
follows: 

Committee of Elections.—Messrs. William Strong 
of Penn., Sampson W. Harris of Ala., John Van 
Dyke of N. J., David T. Disney of Ohio, John 
B. Thompson of Ky., Isham G, Harris of Tenn., 
Edward W, McGaughey of la., William S. Ashe 
of N. C., and George R. Andrews of N. Y. 

Committee of Ways and Means.—Messrs. Thomas 
H. Bayly of Va., Jacob Thompson of Miss., 
Samuel F. Vinton of Ohio, James S. Green of 
Mo., Robert Toombs of Ga., Harry Hibbard of 
N. H., William Duer of N. Y., George W. Jones 
of Tenn., and Moses Hampton of Penn. 

Committee of Claims.—Messrs. John R. J, Daniel 
of N. C., James H. Thomas of Tenn., Joseph M. 
Root of Ohio, David Wilmot of Penn., William 
Nelson of N. Y., David Hubbard of Ala., Finis 
| E. McLean of Ky., Cyrus L. Dunham of la., and 
Thomes B. Buter of Conn. 

Committee on Commerce.—Messrs. Robert M. 
McLane of Md., John Wentworth of Il., Joseph 
| Grinnell of Mass., Kinsley S. Bingham of Mich., 
Alexander H. Stephens of Ga., William F. Col- 
cock of S. C., J. Phillips Phenix of N. Y., Charles 
Stetson of Me., and Charles M. Conrad of La. 

Committee on Public Lands.—Messrs. James B. 
Bowlin of Mo., John H. Harmanson of La., A. 
H. Shepperd of N. C., Nathaniel Albertson of Ia., 
Edward D. Baker of IHN., W. R. W. Cobb of 
Ala., James Brooks of N. Y., Moses Hoagland of 
Ohio, and William Henry of Vt. 

Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads.— 
| Messrs. Emery D. Potter of Ohio, John S. Phelps 
of Mo., Thomas McKissock of N. Y., Winfield 
S. Featherston of Miss., William Hebard of Vt., 


Ala., Paulus Powell of Va., and Charles Durkee 
of Wis. 

Committee for the District of Columbia.—Messrs. 
Albert G. Brown of Miss., Samuel W. Inge of 
| Ala., John L. Taylor of Ohio, Thomas J. D. Ful- 
ler, of Me., Jeremiah Morton of Va., Edward 
Hammond of Md., Charles Allen of Mass., C. H. 
Williams of Tenn.,and Walter Underhill of N. Y. 

Committee on the Judiciery—Messrs. James 
i Thompson of Pa., John K. Miller of Ohio, George 
Ashmun of Mass., Richard K. Meade of Va., 
Charles S. Morehead of Ky., Preston King of N. 
Y., Abraham W. Venable of N. C., Thaddeus 
Stevens of Pa., and Marshall{J. Wellborn of Ga. 

Committee on Revolutionary Claims.—Messrs. 
Cullen Sawtelle of Maine, Jonathan D. Morris of 
| Ohio, William A. Newell of N. J., William V. 
N. Bay of Mo., Chester Butler of Penn., John S. 
Millson of Va., Rufus K. Goodenow of Maine, 
i ian McWillie of Miss., and John B. Kerr of 


Committee on Public Expenditures.—Messrs. An- 


drew Johnson of Tenn., William H. Bissell of 


Richard FH. Stanton of Ky., William J. Alston of 4 


Til. Harmon S.-Conger of N. Ys, Andrew J. Har- 
lan of Ia., Richard I. Bowie of Md.,: Charles 
Sweetsér-of -Ohio, Joseph P. Caldwell of N6., 
Maner Booth of Conn., and Samuel Calvin: of. 

enn, ; T Sea? AS 

Committee ‘on -Private Land. Claims.—Messrs. 
Isaac. E. Morse ef La:, Wiliam J. Brown -of Ja:, 
David Rumsey of New York, Alfred Gilmore of 
Penn., Lewis D. Campbell of Ohio, Thomas Li.: 
Harris of Il., Humphrey. Marshall of Ky. , Wile 
liam A. Whittlesey of Ohio, and Josiah M. An- 
derson of ‘Tenn. ae 

Committee on Manufactures.—Messrs. Lucius Bas 
Peck-of Vt. Franklin W. Bowdon of Ala., John 
W. Houston of. Del., Chauncey F. Cleveland: of 
Conn., Daniel Breck of Ky:, Thomas Ross-of 
Penn., Robert L. Rose of N. Y., James L. Orr of. 
S. C., and Allen F. Owen of Ga. > R 

Committee on Agriculture.—Messrs. Nathaniel. 
S. Littlefield of Me., Edmund Deberry of N..C., 
Elijah Risley of N. Y., Fayette McMullen of Va., 
Timothy R. Young of Il., Joseph Casey.of Penni; 
Richard H. Stanton of Ky., Henry Bennett of Nw 
Y., and Joseph Cable of Ohio. paini a AeA 

Committee on Indian Affairs.—Messrs. Robert 
W. Johnson of Ark., Williard P. Hall of.Mò., 
John Crowell of Ohio, James X. McLanahan of 
Penn., David Outlaw of N. C., Thomos C. Hack- 
ett of Ga., David A. Bokee of N. Y., Volney E. 
Howard of Texas, and Wiliam Sprague of Mich.: 

Committee on Military Affairs. —Messrs: Armis- 
tead Burtof S. C., W. A. Richardson of IL, Jamès 
Wilson fof N. H., George A, Caldwell of Ky., 
Alexander Evans of Md., David K. Cartter of 
Ohio, John A. King.of N. Y.; Andrew. Ewing of 
Tenn., and Joseph R. Chandler of Penn... . © 

Committee on the. Militia Messrs. Charles H. 
Peaslee of N. H., John H; Savage of Tenn., Geo.. 
G. King of R. IL, James Duane Doty of: Wis:, 
Henry D. Moore of Penn:, George Briggs of N. 
Y., John Robbins of Penr., William Thompson 
of lowa, and James:Meacham of Vt. rae. 

Commiltee on Naval Affairs.—Messrs. Frederick . 
P. Stanton of Tenn., Thomas S: Bocock of Va.,: 
Robert C. Schenck of Ohio, Emilie La Sere of La., 
Hugh White of N. Y., Elbridge Gerry of Maine, 
E. Carrington Cabell.of. Florida, John McQueen . 
of S. C., and Lewis C. Levin of Pa. gh 

Committee on Foreign Affairs.—Messrs. John A. 
McClernand. of U., James McDowell of -Va:, 
Robert C. Winthrop of Mass., Hugh A; Haral- 
son of Ga., Henry W. Hilliard of Ala., Joseph 
A. Woodward of S. C., Edward Stanly of N. C., 
Alexander W. Buel of Mich., and Elbridge G. 
Spaulding of N. Y. ; ; 

Committee on the Territories.—-Messrs.. Linn 
Boyd of Ky., William A. Richardson of Ill., Juli- 
us Rockwell of Mass., James A. Seddonof Va., 
Thomas L. Clingman of N. C., David S. Kaufman 
of Texas, Daniel Gott- of N. Y., Graham N. Fitch 
of la., and Joshua R, Giddings of Ohio. 

Committee on Revolutionary Pensions.—Messrs. 
Loren P. Waldo of Conn., James M. H. Beale of 
-Va., Peter H. Silvester of N. Y., Daniel Wallace 
ofS. C., John Freedley of Pa., Willis A. Gorman 
of la., Nathan Evans of Ohio, Amos Tuck of N. 
H., and William A. Sackett of N. Y. r 

Committee on Invalid Pensions._-Messrs. Shep- 
herd Leffler of Iowa, Edson B. Olds of Ohio, 
Henry Nes of Pa., Thomas H. Averett of Va., 
Hiram Walden of N. Y., James L. Johnson of 
Ky., Orsamus B. Matteson of N. Y., William T. 
Hamilton of Md., and Andrew K. Hay of N. J. 

Committee on Roads and Canals.—Messrs. John” 
L. Robinson of Ia., Job Mann of Pa., James G. 
King of N. J., John C. Mason of Ky., Harvey 
Putnam of N. Y., Richard Parker of Va.,; Amos 
E. Wood of Ohio, Herman D., Gould of N. Y., 
and John W. Howe of Pa. 

Committee on Rules.—Messrs. David S. Kauf- 
man of Texas, George W. Jones of Tenn., Samuel 
F. Vinton of Ohio, William Strong of Pa., Alex- 
ander H. Stephens of Ga., John S. Phelps of Mo., 
George Ashmun of Mass., Nathaniel S. Littlefield 
of Me., and Edward W. McGaughey of Ia. 

Committee on Patents—Messrs. Hiram Walden 
of N. Y., John Otis of Me., William T. Hamilton 
of Md., Albert G. Watkins of Tenn., and Andrew 
J. Harlan of Ia, 

Committee on Public Buildings and Grownds.— 
Messrs. Franklin W. Bowdon of Ala., Henry A. ° 
Edmundson of Va., John W. Houston of . Del., 
pee R: Young of Ill., and Gideon Reynolds 
of N. Y. ` 
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Committee on Revisal and-Unjinished Business. 
Messrs. Williamson R. W. Cobb. of Àla., An- 
drew J. Ogle of Penn:;: Thomas H. Averett: of 
Va., George W:-Jùlian of Ia:, and. William:T. 
Jackson of N. Y: i po ges 

Committee on Accounts.—Messrs, Daniel P. King 
of Mass., John C. Mason of. Ky., Joseph E; Me- 
Donald of Ia., Charles E. Clarke of N. Y:;and 
William: V. N.-Bäy of Mo. . « BARR hosed 

Committee on Mileage.—Messrs. Graham. N. 
Fitch. of Ia., James H. Dunean of. Mass., Vol- 
ney E. Howard of Texas, Thomas S. Haymond 
of Va., and Charles Sweetser of Ohio. ` 

Committee ‘on Engraving.—Messrs. Edward 
Hammond of Md., Milo M. Dimmick of Penn., 
and Orin Fowler of Mass. 

Joint’ Committee on the Library of Congress.— 
Messrs. Isaac E. Holmos of S. C., Horace Mann 
of Mass., and Alfred Gilmore of Penn.. - : 

Committee on. Expenditures in the State Depart- 
ment.—Messrs. Kinsley S. Bingham of Mich., 
Robert R. Reed of Penn., James L. Orr of S. C., 
Henry P. Alexander of N. Y., and Willis A. Gor- 
man of fa. 

Committee on Expenditures in the Treasury De- 
partment.—Messrs. George A. Caldwell of Ky., 
Abraham M. Schermerhorn of N. Y., Wiliam S. 
Ashe of N; C., Nathan F. Dixon of R.I., and 
Cyrus L. Dunham of Ia. 

Committee on Expenditures in the War Depart- 
ment.—Messrs. Milo M. Dimmick of Penn., John 
S. Schoolcraft of N. Y., Thomas L. Harris of 1l., 
Fayette McMullen of Va., and William F. Hunter 
of Ohio. 

Committee on Expenditures in the Navy Depart- 
ment. —Messrs. Alexander R. Holladay of Va., 
John R. Thurman of N. Y., David K. Cartter of 
Ohio, Charles W. Pitman of Penn., and Isham G. 
Harris of Tenn. f 

Committee on Expenditures in the Post Office De- 
partment.—Messrs. William Thompson of lowa, 
William Me Willie of Miss., Ransom Halloway 
of N. Y., John Robbins of Penn., and Moses B. 
Corwin of Ohio. ’ 

Committee on Expenditures on the Public Build- 
ings.—Messrs. James M. H. Beale of Va., Orsa- 
mus Cole of Wis., Thomas Ross of Penn., Lo- 
renzo Burrows of N. Y., and Moses Hoagland 
of Ohio. 

Committee on Enrolled Bills.—Messrs. Isaac 
Wildrick of N. J., and Jesse ©. Dickey of Penn. 

Mr. Puexps, of Missouri, presented himself 
at the Speaker’s chair, and was qualified by. taking 
the usual oath to support the Constitution of the 
United States. 


CONTESTED ELECTION. 

Mr. BAKER presented the memorial of D. F. 
Miller, of Iowa, contesting the right of Mr. WiL- 
11am Tompson, one of the sitting members from 
one of thé districts of Iowa, to a seat in this House. 

On motion of Mr. B., the memorial was referred 
to the Committee of Elections. 

The SPEAKER, by general consent, laid before 
the House a report from. the Clerk of the House 
on the subject of the expenditures of the contin- 
gent fund, contracts for stationery, &c. 

The report was laid on the table. 


. OFFICERS OF THE HOUSE. 

The SPEAKER stated that the first business 
in order would be the resolution heretofore offered 
by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Tuome- 
son,] and which is in the following words: 

Resolved, That this House will proceed to the election of 
Clerk, and other officers, on Thursday the third of January, 
1850. 

Mr. ROOT moved to amend the resolution by 
striking out “ Thursday” and inserting “ Wed- 
nesday.” 

Mr. THOMPSON was understood to suggest, 
that it would be better that the resolution should 
remain as it was. meth 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, rose to inquire 
whether it would be in order to.move that when 
the House adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Thurs- 
day next? 

The SPEAKER said, a motion to adjourn was 
always in order. 

Mr. McLANE made his motion. ‘ 

Mr. ROOT asked the yeas and nays, which were 
refused. 

A brief conversation took place between Mr. 
Burr ond the Speaker, as to the question before 


the House. 


McLane, and insert ‘* Wednesday;” so. that the 


| House, when it adjourns, would adjourn. to: meet:| 


on Wednesday next. — : es 
_ The reporter could not ascertain by whom such 


a motion was made, if made-at all; the only motion | 


to amend that was heard -by the reporter, being 
that of Mr. Roor to amend the resolution of Mr. 
Tuomeson, by striking out.‘ Thursday” and in- 
serting ‘ Wednesday.” ; be 
The question ‘was taken, the House refused to 


substitute Wednesday as the day to which it would ` 


adjourn. 

The question. was then taken- on -the original 
motion of Mr. McLans, and it was decided in the 
affirmative. f 

So the House decided that when it adjourned, it 
would adjourn to meet on Thursday next. 

The question then recurred on the resolution of 
Mr. Tuompsown, of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. ROBINSON moved so to amend it as to 
provide that the, House do now proceed to the elec- 
tion of officers. 

The amendment was rejected. . 

And the original resolution of Mr. THOMPSON 
was adopted. . . 

So the House decided that it would go into the 
election of officers on Thursday next. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


The SPEAKER stated that the business first in 
‘order would be the call of the States for petitions 
and memorials, 

Petitions, &c., were then presented, (commen- 
cing with the State of Maine,) as follows: 

From the State of Maine: By Messrs. GERRY, 
GOODENOW, LITTLEFIELD, OTIS, and 
SAWTELLE. 

(Mr. GERRY presented a petition from citizens 
of Maine, asking indemnity for French spoliations 
prior to 1800; which he moved be referred toa 
select committee, to be raised for that purpose, 

Mr. HOLMES objected to the reference toa 
special committee. 
already twenty-four reports upon that subject by 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs; and he moved 
a similar reference. 

The reference was made accordingly.] 


From New Hampshire: By Messrs. HIB- 
BARD and PEASLEE. 

From Vermont: By Messrs. MEACHAM and 
PECK. 

From Massachusetts: By Messrs. ASHMUN, 
GRINNELL, KING, MANN, ROCKWELL, 
and WINTHROP. i 

From Rhode Island: By Mr. KING. 

From New York: By Messrs. BRIGGS, DUER, 
ROSE, RUMSEY, SILVESTER, THURMAN, 
and UNDERHILL. 

From New Jersey: By Messrs. KING and 
VAN DYKE. 

From Pennsylvania: By Messrs. BUTLER, 
CALVIN, and HAMPTON. : 

From Delaware: By Mr. HOUSTON. 

From Maryland: By Messrs) HAMILTON, 
HAMMOND, and McLANE. 

From Virginia: By Messrs. BEALE, BO- 
COCK, HAYMOND, McDOWELL, McMUL- 
LEN, and MILLSON. 

From North Carolina: By Messrs. STANLY 
and VENABLE, 

From Georgia: By Mr. HARALSON, 

- From Alabama: By Messrs. ALSTON, BOW- 
DON, COBB, HILLIARD, and INGE. 

From Mississippi: By Mr. THOMPSON. 

From Louisiana: By Messrs. CONRAD and 
MORSE. 

From Ohio: By Messrs. CARTTER, CROW- 
ELL, EVANS, MORRIS, POTTER, SWEET- 
SER, SCHENCK, TAYLOR,WHITTLESEY, 
VINTON, and WOOD. 

From Kentucky: By Messrs. BOYD, BRECK, 
MASON, and STANTON. = 

Erom Tennessee: By Messrs. JONES, STAN- 
TON, and THOMAS. 

From Indiana: By Messrs. ALBERTSON, 
DUNHAM, and FITCH. 

From Hlinois: By Messrs, BAKER, BISSELL, 
McCLERNAND, RICHARDSON, and WENT- 
WORTH. 

[By Mr. BAKER: The petition of Clement 


e question was then- put by the Speaker; to: pment of-a national chaplainey; or -the election’: Bis 


Theq 
strikeout “ Thursday,” from the motion of Mr. 


He said that there had been | 


West and one hundred other citizens of the State 
of Illinois, praying Congress against the establish- 


chaplains to: Congress: 00 ess as 
Mr. B: said; that. while it was proper for himin ` 
presenting’ this petition to say that-he did fot: 
concur in some of ‘the views expressed by the pes: 
titioners, it -was..also proper Tor him to add that’ 
the petitioners. were among the. most respectable: 
citizens of the State, and that many of them. we! 
devotedly attached. to the institutions of Chri 
tianity.} f ee : : 

From Missouri: By Messrs. BOWLIN and 

GREEN. : ; s si AEGA 
From Arkansas: By Mr JOHNSON. n 58 
rom Mickigan: essrs. BINGHAN : 
BUEL. 8 y GHAM and 
From Texas: By Mr. HOWARD. i 
From Iowa: By Messrs. THOMPSON ‘and 

LEFFLER. ; : 
By Mr.” 


From. the Territory of. Minnesota: 

SIBLEY. — ek 
EXECUTIVE. COMMUNICATIONS. 

The SPEAKER, by general consent, laid before 
the House the following Executive communica: 
tions: ‘ ` T 

A communication from. the President. of the 
United States inviting the early attention of Gon-: 
gress to so much of the report of the Secretary of. 
the Treasury as relates to appropriations required 
for expenses of collecting the revenue for-customs., 
for the second half of the current fiscal. year.. Res: 
ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means, ang 
ordered to be- printed; -s 4 ele E 

Also, a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury's ; 
transmitting a report of the Register.of the ‘Treas: : 
ury, accompanied by statements of. the commerce. 
and navigation of the United States for the last 
fiscal year, ss wa f 

On motion of Mr. McLANE, it was referred:tóo 
the Committee on. Commerce, and ordered to be. 
printed, with the usual number of extra copies, « 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of the. 
Navy, transmitting the report of the second Comp- 
troller of the Treasury, in relation to the appropri- 
ation for the Navy for the last fiscal year. : ..,, 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of 
the Navy, transmitting a statement of transfers of , 
appropriation from one head of appropriation to, 
another, in the naval service, for the fiscal year 
ending 30th June, 1849. Referred to the Com- 
miee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be 

rinted. 3 n 
p Also, a communication from the Secretary of: 
State, transmitting tabular statements, showing the 
numbers and designation of- passengers, arriving ; 
from abroad in each of the collection. distyicts’of 
the United States, for the year 1849. “Laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. ss. cae aati 

Also, a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitiing a communication from the Fifth Aud- 
itor, relative to the light-house establishment. Laid: - 
on the table, and ordered. to. be printed. 

Also, a communication. from ‘the Secretary of. - 
the Treasury, transmitting a statement-of the ex- 
penditures from the contingent fund ofthe Treasury 
Department for the year. ending. September 30, 
1849, Referred to the Committee on Expenditures 
in the Treasury Department, and ordered to. be 
printed. : 2 

Also, a letter from the Secretary of the Navy, 
transmitting a detailed statement of the expend- 
itures of the contingent fund of the Navy Depart- 
ment, for the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1849. 
Referred to the Committee on Expenditures in the 
Navy Department, and ordered to be printed. >- 

Also, a communication from the Second Comp» 
troller and Second Auditor of the Treasury,-trans+ 
mitting a statement of the claims of the Cherokee |; 
nation of Indians, prepared in obedience toa reso- 
lution of Congress of August’ 7, 1848: -Réferred 
tə the Committee on Indian-Affairs, and ‘ordered 
to be printed. ies . 

Aiso, a letter from: the Second: Auditor, trans- 
mitting accounts of disbursements by Indian 
agents. Laid on. the table,,and ordered to be 
printed. ae ead a 

Also, a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting the report of the Superintendent of 
the Coast Survéys showing the progress of ‘the 
said work during the year ending November, 1849. 
~ Mr. WINTHROP moved to print four thousand 
‘copies extra of the above. report, five hundred 
copies of which to be left at the disposal of the 
‘Superintendent of the Surveys. 

Mr. PRESTON KING objected to the extra 


quantity, and. moved: that. the matter -be: referred. 


tothe Committee on Printing. 
The. SPEAKER said. that there 

mittee on Printing... a 
“Mr. ‘THOMPSON, of 

there should be. 


was no Com- 


Misgissippi, said. that 
And on-his motion the Srraker 


was authorized.to appoint. a Committee on Print- 


ing. Then— 


-Thé question was taken on the motion: of. Mr: 


` Kine, and it was agreed to. . 
.On motion of Mr. VINTON, it was. 
Ordered; That the usual extra number of copies. of the 


Annual Report of the Secretary of the Treasury on the Fi- 
nances of the Government be printed: 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Notices were given that leave would be asked 
to-morrow; or the earliest day thereafter, to intro- 
duce bills, as follows: 


By Mr. LA SERE: A bill for the relief of the | 


assignees under the Baron de Ferret. 

By Mr: TAYLOR: A bill further to extend the 
time. for locating Virginia military land warrants, 
and returning surveys thereon to the General Land 
Office. 

By Mr. SPAULDING: A bill to authorize the 


Flatts, in the State of Michigan. 


By Mr. HILLIARD: A bill to provide for the | 


appointment of a marshal and a district attorney 
for the middle judicial district of the United States, 
in the State of Alabama. f 

By Mr. VINTON: A bill to define and perma- 
nently establish the number of the members of the 
House of Representatives, and to provide for their 
apportionment among the States. 


‘By Meo INGE: A bill for the relief of James | 


Shackelford. - : 
‘By Mr. CROWELL: A bill to abolish the slave 
trade in the District of -Columbia. 


By Mr. HARMANSON: A bill to graduate the | 


price of the public lands, to cede a portion of the 
same, and to grant a donation to actual settlers. 

By Mr. MASON: A bill to grant to the soldiers 
and officers of the war of 1812, and the officers and 
soldiers of the war with Mexico, who have not 
received bounty land, a quantity of land equal to 
that granted to the soldiers of the war with Mexico. 

By Mr. FEATHERSTON: A bill ceding to 
the State of Mississippi all the public lands within 
her boundaries subject to annual overflow. 

Also, a bill to reorganize the Granada land dis- 
trict, in the State of Mississippi. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Jacob P. Montgom- 
ery and others, soldiers in the late Mexican war. 

By Mr. LEFFLER: A bill to set apart a portion 
of the public lands in lowa, to aid said State in 
the construction of a railroad from Dubuque to 
Keokuk. 

Also, a bill to set apart a portion of the public 
lands in Lowa, to aid said State in the construction 
of a railroad from Davenport, via lowa City and 
Fort Des Moines, to the Council Bluffs, on the 
Missouri river. __ ` 

Also, a bill to provide additional compensation 
for registers and receivers of the land offices of the 
United States, for the location of bounty land 
warrants, 

Mr. THOMAS introduced a bill to extend the 
privilege of franking letters and packages to Sarah 
Polk, the widow of the late President. The bill 
was read three several times, passed, and sent to 
the Senate. Subsequently, it was returned from 
the Senate, passed. 

Mr. SCHENCK, on leave, introduced “A bil 
for the benefit of John Ozias;” which was read 
twice, referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 
and ordered to be printed. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the 
States in their order for resolutions. 

On mation of Mr. LITTLEFIELD, 

Resolved, That the Clerk cause to be furnished to the 
members of this House, daring the present session, such 
papers as they may respectively direct, the expense thereof 
wot to exceed the rate of thirty dollars per anuum to each 
member from the commencem-nt of the session. 


Qn motion of Mr. VAN DYKE, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post | 


Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
fishing a post-route from White House to New German- 
town}; and alxo one from Plainfield to Baskenridge, both 
in the State of. New Jersey. i 


Mr, MANN, of Pennsylvania, submitted the 


improvement of the navigation of the St. Clair | 


following: resolution, which, giving-rise to. debate, 
lies over under the fales, ~ ae 


$o 


~Whereasyby an actof Congress, entitled “An act for the 
government of. the Navy.of the United States,” passed 2d 


| March, 1779—see. 1, art. 3—seamen and marines are. al- 


lowed to be flogged. for certain offences, if the captain 


shall think: proper, which-by the 4th article of the same act 


is hmited to twetve lashes on the: bare back with cat-o'-nine- 


. tails: 


And’ whereas; public sentiment, humanity, and” every 
principle of republicanism and justice demand that sucha 
barbarous law: shouid-be stricken from our nationat statute 
bouk: ‘therefore, : 

Be.it Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs-be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a 
bill repealing that part-of said act of Congress authorizing 
the flogging of American seamen, and providing, if neces- 
sary, some other mode of punishment better adapted to civil- 
ization and the age in which we live. 


._ Mr. VENABLE submited the following reso- 
lution, viz: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to this House, as early às he con- 
veniently can, whether, since the last session of Congress, 
any person has been by him appointed either a civil or màli- 
tary Governor of Californi ı or New Mexico. If any military 
or civil Governor has been appointed, their names and their 
compensation, If a military and civil Governor has been 
united in one person, whether any additional compensation 
has been given for said duties, and the amount of the same. 

Also, that he-be requested to communicate to this House 
whether any agent or agents, or other persons, have been 
appointed by the President, or any of the Departments of this 
Governmeut, and sent to California or New Mexico, or rec- 
ognized in said Territories by this Government authorized 
to organize the people of California or New Mexico intoa 
Government, or, to aid or advise them in such organization ; 
or whether such agent, civil or military Governor, was in- 
structed or directed to aid, preside over, or be present at the 
assembly of a body of persons called a Convention, in Cali- 
fornia, to control, aid, advise, direct, or participate in any 
manner in the deliberations of that body of persons. If any, 
the names of such agent or agents and their compensation, 

Also, that the President be requested to iuform the House 
whether the Executive or either of the Departments have 
sent any. agent or agents, on the part of this Government, to 
California or New Mexico, to aid or advise the people of 
those Territories as to the formation of a government for 
themselves ; and if such agent or ageuts have been sent, who 
they are, and their compensation. 

Also, that the President be respectfully requested to com- 
municate to this House all the instructions given to such 


Governor, civil or military, in California or New Mexico, or į 


to any officers of the army of the United States, or any 
other persons who may have been sent by this Government 
to California or New Mexico, and the proclamations and 
communications by them made to the people of said Terri- 
tories, as well as thg entire correspondence of such agents 
or Governor with this Government. And also, whether any 
person or persons have been authorized by this Govern- 
ment, or any of its departments, to appoint and direct elec- 
tions in said Territories, and determine the qualifications uf 
voters at the same ; and whether any laws have been enacted 
by any supposed government iu Calitornia; and if so, what 
laws. And thatthe President be requested to communicate 
to this House all correspondence held by this Government 
with any persons in California or New Mexica, relative to 
the formation of a government for said Territories by the 
inhabitants thereof; and whether any census of the citizens 
of said Territories has been made; and the same, if made, 
be communicated to this House. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, suggested to the 
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. Venasue] 
that the resolution should be so modified as also 
to include all similar instructions issued by the 
preceding Administration. If the resolution were 
thus modified, he hoped it would be unanimously 
adopted. 

Mr. STANLY said he had observed that a 
similar resolution had been introduced at the other 
end of the Capitol. He wished to inquire of his 
colleague [Mr. Vewapie] whether this was his 
“thunder,” or whether somebody else had stolen 
it? ý 

Mr. VENABLE replied that he did not know 
the object of his colleague in putting this question, 
As a matter of courtesy, however, he would say. 
that nobody had stolen his thunder; that he him- 
self had drawn up the resolution. _ i 

He accepted the suggestion of Mr. STEPHENS, 
and modifed his resolution by adding thereto the 
following: 

& Also, aH similar instructions that were given to similar 
officers or agents by the late Executive, and all similar in- 
formation of which the Department of State had possession 


upon similar matters, at the expiration of the term of office 
ofthe late President.” 


Mr. HILLIARD suggested to Mr. VENABLE 
that the resolution be further modified by adding 
the usual qualifying clause, ‘* provided in his (the 
President's) judgment it be not incompatible with 
the public interests.” 

Mr. VENABLE declined to accept. this modifi- 
cation, remarking that be believed that this pro- 
viso was usually inserted in resolutions calling for 
information relative to our foreign relations, and 
not necessarily in other ‘calls. He intended no 


discourtesy to: the President, but‘wanted'-the.in- 
formation... fe we 
After some further conversation, ..... ; : 
Mr: HILLIARD submitted*his amendment, b 
qualifying the call with the words, “ift -be 
incompatible with the public interests.: à 
The question was: then put and. determine: 
the negative. a f ; : 
The resolution. as modified by the: move 
agreed to. ` ae : i 
On motion by Mr. WOODWARD, it was =. 
Resolved, That it be referred to the Committee on the Post: 
Office and Post Roads to inquire into the expediency. of. 


a 
noe’ 


“establishing the following mail routes in the State of South 


Carolina, to wit: $ A 
Froni: Camden,-in the Kershaw district, by the way of 
Riagewood, to Winnsborough, in the district of Fairfield,” 
and thence by the way of Mouticello to the village of New- 

berry, in Newberry district. 

From Rocky Mount, in the district of Fairfield, to Long 
Sireet, in the district of Lancaster. $ ne To 
isse Darlington Court-House to. Camden, in: Kershaw 

istrict. ; Pra 


_ On motion by Mr. HOLMES, oeno ss 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce do-report, as 
soon as practicable, to this House upon the propriety of re- 
storing the officers of the reveuue marine ‘service, lately 
distnissed by the Secretary of the Treasury. Le ERRAT 


Mr. JONES submitted the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to report a bill to abolish the practice of flogging in 
the Navy. i E 


Mr. J. said he designed to make this a test:ques- 
tion, and demanded the previous questioni on the: 
adoption of the resolution. There was:not, how- 
ever, a second, and. the resolution giving’ rise.to 
debate, was ordered to lie over under the rule: 

On motion by Mr. SFANTON, of ‘Tennessee, 
it was ERIE ne 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Commerce beinstricted 
to inquire into the expediency of establishing a port of entry 


at Memphis, in the State of Tennessee, and to report, by. bill- 
or otherwise. Rete. 


Mr. SAVAGE submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which, under the rule, lies one day on the’ 
table: f i : 2 Sg a ed 

Resolved, That the President of the United States-be. re- 
spectfully requested to communicate to the House (provided 
the pubtication thereof be not prejudicial to the public in- 
terest) ali such information as may be within the knowledge: - 
of the Executive Department relative. to the, alleged.ex-: 
traordinary proceedings of the Euglish Government in,.the 
forcible seizure and occupation of the ‘island of ‘Tigre, in 
the State of Nicaragua, Central America. -Also all facts, 
circumstances, or communications within the knowledge of 
the Executive relative to any seizure, occupation, or at- 
tempted seizure or occupation, by the English, Government 
ofany port, river, town, territory, or island belonging to, or 
claimed by, any of the States of Central. America. Also, 
that he be requested to communicate to this House (if not 
incompatible with the public interest) all treaties not here- 
tofore published, which may have been negotiated with any 
of the States of Central America, by any person acting by 
authority from the late Administration, or under the auspices 
of the present Executive. 


Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky; submitted the 
following resolution, which, being objected to, lies 
one day on the table: 


Resolved, That five thousand copies of the President’s 
message be printed in the German language. 


. 4: 

Mr. MOREHEAD submitted the following res- 
olution, which lies one day on the table, under the 
tule: ; 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 
report to this House in a tabular form—~ 

1. The total amount of hemp annually purchased. for the 
use of the American navy, by order of the Navy Department, 
since the first of January ,}841, the prices paid; andthe dates 
and places of purchase; and further; to'show.in.said.table,, 
the proportion of foreign hemp to that of American growth 
and preparation so purchased annually, and the prices for 
each, respectively. SR SE EEF 

2. T6 report to this House the results of. any experiments 
upon the comparative strength of foreign hemp and Ameri- 
ean water-rotted hemp, which have been made under di- 
rection, or reported to the Navy Department, within the 
same period. oS 

Mr. WOOD submitted the following resolution, 
which, under the rule, lies one day on the table: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instructed to 
transmit to. this House copies of the. map.and estimate, re- 
specting the improvement of the Maumee river, in the State 
of Ohio, between the mouth of said river and the Perrys- 
burg and Maumee cities at the foot of the Rapids, 


Mr. MILLER submitted the following resolu- 

tion: oa 
Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be in- 

structed to report a bill to repeal the act entitled “An act to 


establish the Home Department, and to provide for. the: 
Treasury Departmentan Assistant Secreiary. of the Treasu~ 


1849. 


tion, which, under the rule, lies one day ow the 
table, viz: Š E SE 


Resolved, That the President be. requested to inforni this: 


Bouse whether James Collier, Collector to the port of. San 
Frauciseo, has received from the Government any Appro- 
priation, in money or otherwise, as an outfit, to defray the 
expenses of his journey to California -and if s0; how mueb. 

and by what.authority of law. . $ + att 


Mr. CROWELL submitted the following: reso- 
lution; which, under the-rule, lies one day on the 
able: : 


Resolved, That the Secretary df War'be requested to re- 
port to this House, at as early a ‘day as practicable, the an- 
nual expense of the. recruiting service in each year, since 
the close of the. last war with Great Britain, the number of 
recruits: fevied in each year, and the compensation, inclu- 
ding bounty Jands, paid to each annually. 


THE TERRITORIES. 


The State of Ohio having been called— 
` Mr. ROOT offered the following: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be instructed 
to report to the House, with as litte delay as practicable, a 
bill or bills providing for a territorial government or govern- 
ments for all that part of the territory ceded to the United 
States hy Mexico by the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, lying 
eastward of the Sierra Nevada mountains, and prohibiting 
slavery therein. 


The resolution having been read— 

Mr. ROOT demanded the previous question. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, moved that the 
resolution be laid on the table. 

Mr. HOLMES asked for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. HOUSTON moved that the House adjourn. 

The yeas and nays on that motion were asked 
and refused. 

And the question having been taken, the motion 
was decided in the negative. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The question then recurred on the motion of 
Mr. Srervens, that the resolution of Mr. Roor 
be laid on the table, 

And the question, “ Shall the resolution be laid 
on the table?” was then taken and decided in the 
negative—yeas 81, nays 101; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Alston, Anderson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, 
Breck, Brooks, Burt, G. A. Caldwell, J. P. Caidwelt, Clarke, 
Clingman, W. R. W. Cobb, Coleock, Conrad, Deberry, Duer, 
Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, 
Hackett, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, Harmanson, 
I. G. Harris, S. W. Harris, Haymoud, Hilliard, Hotmes, 
Houston, Hubbard, Inge, A. Johnson, J. L. Johnson, R. W. 
Johnson, Jones, Kiufman, La Sère, Job Mann, Marshall, 
Mason, McCternand, McDowell, R. M. MeLane, F. E. Me- 
Lean, MeMùllen, McQueen, McWillie, Miller, Milson, 
Morse, Org, Owen, Phelps, Richardson, Savage, Stanly, 
F. P. Stanton, R. H. Stanton, Alex. H. Stephens, Thomas, 
Jacob Thompson, John B. Thompson, Toombs, Venable, 
Wallace, Watkins, Wellborn, Williams, Woodward, and 
Young—83. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Allen, Ashmun, 
Baker, Bennett, Bingham, Booth, Briggs, Buel, Burrows, J. 
Cable, Calvin, Campbell, Cartter, Cleveland, Cole, Conger, 
Corwin, Crowell, Dimmick, Disney, Doty, Duncan, Dun- 
ham, Nathan Evans, Fiteh, Fowler, Fuller, Gerry, Gid- 
dings, Goodenow, Gott, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Har- 
Jan, Hebard, Henry, Hibbard, Hoagland, H we, Hunter, 
Jackson, Julian, D..P. King, George G. King, Jas G. King, 
John A King, Prestou King, Leffler, Littlefield, Horace 
Mann, Matteson, McGaughey, McKissock, Meacham, Mor- 
ris, Ogle, Olds, Otis, Peaslee, Peck, Pitman, Potter, Putnam, 
Reyno ds, Risley, Robinson, Rockwell, Root, Rose, Rumsey, 
Sackett, Sawtelle, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, 
Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stetson, Sweetser, Taylor, 
James Thompson, Wiliam ‘Thompson, Thurman, Tuck, 
Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Walden, Watdo, Wentworth, 
White, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wilmot, Wilson, Winthrop, 
and Wood—101. 

So the resolution was not laid on the table. 

The question recurring on the demand for the 


revious question— p 4 

Mr. HILLIARD gave notice of his intention to 
debate the resolution. . i 

The SPEAKER said no debate would be in 
order, the gentleman who introduced the resolu- 
tion (Mr. Root] having, at the same time, de- 
manded the previous question. ‘ 

Mr. HOUSTON moved that the House adjourn. 

The yeas and nays, and subsequently tellers, 
were asked and refused. ; 

‘And the question having been taken and decided 
in the affirmative, i 

The House adjourned until Thursday next. 


PETITIONS, &c. 

The following petitions were presented and re- 
ferred under the rule: B 

By Mr. BOWLIN: The memorial of the Legislature of 
Missouri, asking Congress for a grant of the swamp or sub- 
merged lands of southeast Missouri and. northeastern Ar- 
kansas to the States respectively in which they le, for 
purposes of draining and reclaiming. 


Mr. CARTTER submitted the following resolu- 


e.mem¢ Id Convention,.in. the 
a Missouri, upon the same subject. A 
Also; the petition of the inhabitants: of the counties of- 
Cape Girardeau, Scott, New Madrid, Stoddard, Mississippi, 


vid 


‘Dublin, and Wayne; in relation to the same subject. 


Also, the petition of Hiram Pearsons and eighty-seven 


others, on the same subject. 


Also, the memorial of tne Legislature of Missouri, asking 
for the graduation and reduction of the price of the public 
lands; and also the relinquishment to the said State of jande 
known and designated as condemned lands, not having been 
deemed worthy of survey; all of which were severally re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, the petition of E. H. Beebe and. about two hundred 
others, citizens of St. Louis, interested in the navigation of 
the western rivers by steam, praying the passage or certain 
laws regulating the nayigation of said rivers and securing 
more effectually the protection of life and property- agaiust 
casualties and accidents; which was referred to the Coin- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Also, the memorial of the citizens and corporation of 
Carondelet, in the State of Missouri, praying a confirmation 
of their survey of commons, as located by the surveyor gen- 
eral, under a confirmation by this Government and subse- 
quent relinquishment of claim thereto. Referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Aiso, the petition of Jarrot H. Dudley, and ninety-four 
other cilizens of Missouri, praying the establishment of a 
maii-route from Thomasville, the county seat of Oregon 
county, to Martinsburg, in Ripley county, by way of Mill 
Creek and Doniphan, the county seat of Ripley county, in 
Missouri. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Perry county, Missouri, 
praying tie establishment of a mail-route from Perryvilie, 
in Perry county, to Chester, in the State of Illinois ; both of 
which were referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

By Mr. BISSELL: The petition of Jacob Feaman, John. 
A. Laugtoi, and Ferd. Maxwell, praying for the passage of 
a law allowing compensation to land officers for issuing 
bounty land warrants. Referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. B. asked and obtained leave to withdraw from the 
files of the House certain papers relating to the claim of 
Charles S. Jackson. 

By Mr. WENI' WORTH: The petition of masters of ves- 
sels, &c., tor a light-house at Northwest Point, at the mouth 
of Grand Traverse Bay, in the State of Michigan. 

Also, the petition of Nathan Corey, of Lake county, Ili- 
nois, a soldier of the revolutionary war, fora pension. 

Also, the petition of the late and present Jand officers at 
Danville, Lilinois, for extra compensation for their services 
in cases of lands entered by soldiers’ warrants. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Vermillion county, INi- 
nois, to abolish in the Army, Navy, Cungress, and every- 
where else, the office of chaplain; and also to have Con- 
gress refrain trom all legisiatton upon the subject of religion. 

By Mr. RICHARDSON: The petition of Lavis Putnam 
and two hundred and fourteen other citizens of the State of 
IHinois, remonstrating against the appropriation of national 
funds to pay clergy tor the Houses of Congress, for the 
Army and Navy, for Military Schools and Indian stations. 

Aiso, the petition of H. P. McClintock and one hundred 
and ninety-eight others, upon the same subject. 

Also, the petition of Henry Snively, of Fulton county, 
Linois, asking Congress to reimburse certain moneys ex- 
pended by him for and upon land sold by the General Gov- 
ernment to him, to which the Government had no title; 


which was, without reading, referred to the Committee on 


Public Lands. 

Also, the petition of Doctor Francis Drude, of Quincy, 
Illinois, asking an appropriation for medicines and surgical 
instruments lost by him while in the service of the United 
States in the war with Mexico. 

Mr. R. asked leave to withdraw from the files the petition 
and papers of Luke Perry, of Brown county, [linois, and 
to have them referred to the Committee on Fublic Lauds. 
Agreed to. : 

By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of the heirs of John 
H. Piatt, praying for the batance due from the United States. 
Referred to the Committee of Ciaims. 

By Mr. SILVESTER: The memorial of sundry inhabit- 
ants of the city of New York, for the removal of the rocks 
from Hurigate. : 

On motion of Mr. S., leave was granted to withdraw from 
the files of the House the papers of Skelton Felton; aud 
they were referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. ROSE: The petition of the heirs of Moses Van 
Campen. Referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Ctaims. 

By Mr. LITTLEFIELD. The petition of Lydia Jordan, 
and another, widows of soldiers of the revolutionary war, 
for an amendment and extension of the pension laws; 
which was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions. 

Mr. BINGHAM presented a joint resolution of the Legis- 
lature of the State of Michigan, relative to slavery and the 
slave trade in the District of Columbia. K 

Also, a joint resolution respecting the Territories of the 
United States. y 

Aiso, joint resolutions relative to the construction of a 
ship canal around the falls of Niagara and the Saut Ste. 
Marie. 

Also, joint resolutions in favor of a reduction of postage. 

Also, joint resolutions relative to a road from Saginaw to 
Michilimackinac and Ste. Marie. 

By Mr. GRINNELL: A petition of citizens of Nantucket; 
of William Rotch, jr, William Handy, and others; of Ed- 
ward and Cornelius Howland; of William Rotch and Sons, 
of Nantucket ; of Reuben Cook, Provincetown , and of James 
and Anna Arnold, New Bedford,—for French spoliations. 

Also, of citizens of New Bedford, for an appropriation to 
complete the improvement of that harbor. K 

Also, of citizens of Rochester, Massachusetts, for a semi- 
monthly mail to California. 

Also, of citizens of Boston, and other places, for removal: 
of rocks trom Hurigate channel. h 
Hog 


Also, of Isaac- Paine and others, fof a light-holse on 
Island, Virginia. < z y 3 


: Alsos of. Susan: Worth; mother-jn-law-of Genera? 


for a pension: — : Er ae 
Also, of ship-masters‘and others, against a prime mi 
being established inthis: conntry. 0A TAn 


Mr. PHOENIX presented a memorial from the. Chamber: 


‘of -Commerce..of, New:. York, for. improving the. Hurlgale 


channel. an g : T 
Also, a memorial from citizens in Brooklyni : á 
Also, six memorials from citizens in Boston, New Haven, . 

and New York... { ce POA iranian vy Rae 

Also, a memorial frora the marine. insuranee cor 
of New York and elsewhere, all for the same object 

Also, a memoria) from the insurance companies, 
establishment of a mint in the city of New York. = 

Also, three memorials from merchants “in the: cities of; 
New York and Brooklyn, for thesame obect. par 

_ Also, a petition from E, Pavenstedtand Schumaker, to. be. 
discharged from liability as sureties and cancelling bond: 

Also, a memorial and resolutions from whe Chamber of 
Commerce of New York, favorable to the construction of. 
a railroad to the Pacific Ocean. i 

Also, a petition from Curtis Holton, for remuneration for 
losses sustained by action of the Government of France, 
from 1793 to 1801. 

Also, a memorial from the marine. insurance companies 
and merchants of New York, and resolutions of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce of New York, in relation to the District 
Court of the United States at Key West. 

Also, a memorial of marine msurance ‘companies’ and. 
merchants of Boston, and others interested in the commeice 
of the United States, in relation to the District Court at Key 
West, in Florida. AN of which were duly referred: 

Mr. MEACHAM asked leave to withdraw. the papers of 
Robert Beach, Sylvester Bodget, and Joseph Johanson, from: 
the files of tbe House, and that they be referred-to. the Com~ 
mittee on Pensions. ; ; et ‘ 

Mr. THOMAS presented the petition of Thomas: Kelly 
and 67 others, praying the abolition of the:office of, chap- 
Jain in Congress, and in the army and nav: Also, the pe- 
tition of William Brownlow, Jobo Phil 
upon the same eubject. “Also, thé’ petiti 
wicke and 35 others, upon the:game subject 3 which. ‘said 
several petitions were referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. Aiso, the petition of Chartes Allen for-a p on, 
which was referred to the Commitiee on Invalid Pensions; 
and the petitiorof D. W. P. A. Hate, which was referred to 
the Committee of Claims. : 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, December 31, 1849. 


A message. in writing was received from the 
President of the United States by Colonel Briss, 
his Private Secretary. ee 

MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 

Mr. WEBSTER. I have been requested. to 
present the petition of Caroline L. Eustis, widow. 
of the late Gov. Eustis, of Massachusetts. Her 
husband entered the army as a surgeon on the day. 
of the battle of Bunker Hill, and continued: to dis- 
charge the duties appertaining to a surgeon in the 
army through the. whole war; . Afterwards, as is 
well known, he became distinguished, politically 
and personally. He was successively a: member. 
of Congress, Secretary of the War Department, 
and Governor of Massachusetts. . During his life, 
he applied for no `pension nor ‘allowance of avy 
kind; his circumstances _ not requiring that, he 
should make ademand upon the country for an 
allowance. He was afterwards married, and it so 
happened that his marriage was subsequent to the 
period fixed bylaw for authorizing the widows. of 
revolutionary officers to draw ‘pensions. : There 
are very peculiar circumstances in the.case, and it 
is one, as l think, of very great merit. u, > 

The petition was referred to the Committee. on 
Revolutionary Claims. f 

Mr. WEBSTER. I have received a great many 
memorials from various towns in Massachusetts 
on the subject of indemnity for French spoliations 
committed prior to the year 1800—an old subject 
—and in regard to which a bill to indemnify. the 
claimants has twice or three times passed the Sen- 
ate. These memorials are from Boston, Nan- 
tucket, Newburyport, Salem, Gloucester, ‘and 
many other places. Some memorials of the same 
nature have been presented already, and: in order 
to give time for consideration to those who are in- 
trusted with them, as to what.course ought: to be 
pursued in regard to their. reference, such. as have 
been presented have been laid upon‘the table. I 
propose to give the same -disposition to these, and 
intend, as soon asthe Senate shall be full, after 
the holidays, to call up:the subject, in order that 
the memorials may receive ‘such disposition as to 
the Senate may- seem. proper. es 

They were laid upon the table accordingly. 

Mr.. W- farther. presented fifteen. petitions from 
citizens-of Massachusetts, asking. that the spirit 
ration. of the navy may be abolished. 

L.will move, sir, with your permission, that these 
petitions be referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs; and | take.this occasion to say, that [think 
the time has come, and fully come, when a law: 


TE 


GRESSIONAL ‘GLOBE. 


` should be: passed in’ conformity with the prayer of: 
these petitions: o =. ; : 

They-were so referred to. the Committee-on Na- 
val -Affairs:. + 5 ae PAn es 
. Mre W-also presented thirteen petitions from 
citizens of Massachusetts, asking. that. corporal 

punishment may be abolished. in the navy 3. which 

were referred to the Committee.on Naval Affairs, 

y Mr.'W..also presented a petition of. citizens of 

Baltimore, asking that the spirit-ration in the navy 
may be abolished; which was referred tothe Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, = 8... : 

Mr. W. also: presented a. petition of citizens of 
Falmouth, Massachusetts, for repairing the harbor 
at Wocdhole, in that State; which’ was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

In presenting this memorial, Mr. W. observed : 
{ take occasion to.say that I have some knowledge 
of the locality, and -I believe that some appropria- 
tion is essentially necessary for the purpose here 
stated. i 

Mr. DOWNS presented the proceedings of a 
meeting of members of the bar of the 9th and 10th | 
Judicial Districts in’ the State of Louisiana, in 
favor of certain alterations of the act of March 34, 
1849, creating a Western District of the United 
States Court for that State; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

- Mr. D. also presented the petition of citizens of 
the parishes of Union and Claiborne, Louisiana, 
asking the establishment of a mail route from | 
Farmersville to Homer, in that State; which was | 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and | 
Post Roads. : 

Mr. D. also presented the`petition of Eli R. W. 
Ross, asking. the confirmation of his title to a. 
tract of land in the State of Louisiana; which was 
referred to the Commitiee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. D. algo presented the petition of Morgan 
O. Ross, asking: the confirmation of his title to a 
tract of land; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. D. also presented the petition of Charles C. 
Henderson and William T. Remington, heirs of 
James L. Henderson, asking confirmation of their 
title to atract of land; which was referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr.. D. also presented a petition of inhabitants 
of the parish of Morehouse, Louisiana, asking 
confirmation of their titles to the lands now occu- 
pied and cultivated by them; which was referred 
to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. BENTON presented the petition of John | 
Leroy, an express rider in the Mexican war, ask- 
ing to be allowed a pension in consideration of a 
wound received while in the discharge of his duty; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. GREENE presented the petition of Harriet 
Pearce, widow of Dutee J. Pearce, asking that the | 
suit against the estate of her late husband may be 
discontinued; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. i 

Mr. G. also presented several memorials, asking 
indemnity for French spoliations prior to- 1800; | 
which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. SEWARD presented a memorial of citizens 
of New York, asking the establishment of a branch 
mint of the United States in that city; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. SEWARD desired to ask leave to introduce 
a bill of which he had given notice. 

Mr. KING. I hope the gentleman will permit 
memorials to be got through with before bills are 
introduced. ‘That is the ordinary course. 

Mr. SEWARD. Well, I have the honor. to 
present also a variety of petitions from mercantile 


and shipping houses in the city of Baltimore, one | 


having 237 names appended to it, praying for the 
abolition of the use of intoxicating liquors in the 
navy of the United States. Isubmit also a peti- 
tion from certain mercantile houses in the city of 
Baltimore, signed by 250 names, praying for the 
abolition of fogging in the naval service of the 
United States. I move the same reference, and 
take this occasion to express my concurrence in 
the sentiments expressed by the Senator from 
Massachusetts in relation to this subject, and to 
say that, in my judgment, whoever is allowed the 
privilege of. administering intoxicating liquors to 
others daily, and of inflicting upon them corporal 
chastisement for offences, has it in his power to 
exercise over them the control that.a master exer- 
` ees over his slave. I do not believe it necessary 
that suck a relation should be established either in 


-from that place. 


‘he army ‘or the navy; and sinceit has been some- 
times said that the practice of flogging in the navy 
must be continued -because-no substitute has been 
found for it, I beg leave to say, and your‘own re- 
collection, Mr. President, will bear’ witness to the 
fact, that.in the penitentiary system. in the State 
of New York: the-practice: of corporal punishment 
has been‘abolished, and that discipline hasbeen- 
Maintained with as much success with regard to 
labor and moral conduct as: when corporal punish-. 
ment prevailed. Tret bes 
Mr. UNDERWOOD presented the memorial of 
the heirs of William Beatty, an officer in the revo- 
lutionary war, praying to be allowed commutation 
ay. 
ẹ Mr. Unperwoop observed: These memorialists 
represent themselves to be the heirs-at-law of 
Capt. Wm. Beatty, who entered the public service 
in the spring of 1776 as an officer in the revolu- 
tionary army, and continued in the service until 
killed in battle in the State of South Corolina on 
the 25th of April, 1781, prior to the passage of the 
resolution of October, of that year, promising half 
pay to the widows of officers and soldiers who 
were killed in service. These memorialists also 
represent that this officer was unmarried, and died 
without leaving any children, and they think it 
just that some compensation should be made to his 
heirs for his five years’ service, and for losing his 
life in fighting the battles of the Revolution. 


THE MORMONS. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. 
the memorial of Wiiliam Smith and Isaac Sheen, 
representing themselves to be the legitimate Presi- 
dents of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 


Day Saints, and also twelve members. of that | 


church. ‘They say in this memorial that they be- 
long to that church or sect which is more com- 
monly known by the denomination of Mormons; 
and they represent that prior to the emigration of 
this people from Nauvoo, in the State of Illinois, 
fifteen hundred of them took the following oath: 
“ You do solemnly swear in the presence of Al- 
mighty God, his holy angels, and these witnesses, 
that you will avenge the blood of Joseph Smith 
upon this nation, and so teach your children, and 
that you will from this day henceforth and forever 
begin and carry out hostility against this nation, 
and keep the samea profound secret now and ever. 
So help you God.” 

They further represent that this people, now 
settled near the great Salt Lake, have in their prac- 
tice and by their institutions toreraied. polygamy. 
They charge upon them various offences and 
crimes, and they call on the authorities of the 
nation to establish a system of government by 
which the perpetration of those crimes and offen- 
ces may be prevented. . 

Since | received this memorial I saw in a news- 
paper what I will read to the Senate. 

{The substance of the paragraph read by Mr. 
Unperwoop (the reporter being unable to obtain 


a copy) was, that two Indian agents, whose names | 


were therein stated, had been seized and subjected 
to trial by the Mormons upon a charge of having 
been instrumental in driving them from the State 
of Missouri, and were only cleared in consequence 


of being able to prove that they hat not. partici- | 


pated in that act. It also charged the Mormons 


with having imposed duties upon all goods im-| 


ported into the Salt Lake region from the United 
States.] 

If there be any truth in what I have just read, 
it will be seen that these people are about to carry 
out the intention of the oath taken at Nauvoo. 

_Mr. FOOTE. Will the Senator allow me to ask 
him, for I did not hear his preliminary remarks, 
whose memorial that is ? 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. I will state again, it is 


; the memorial of William Smith and Isaac Sheen, 


who represent themselves to be Presidents of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter-Day Saints, 
and the legitimate successors of Joseph Smith; and 
it is signed by twelve others, representing them- 
selves to be members of said church. 

Mr. MORTON. Where do these men live ? 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. They live in Covington, 
Kentucky; at least the paper was mailed to me 
I trust the memorial will be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Territories, and that 
some investigation, at all events, will take place 
before that committee in regard to these charges. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Before the reference.is made, 


>» 


I beg leave to present: 


; committee whenever the Senate shall thin 
; to refer them. 


In regard to the memorial and the statementséon% 
tained in it, I know ‘nothing; therefore T can give 
no explanation in regard to them. But 1 had o 

served in the newspapers -the article. which: thes 
Senator has read, and meeting with the delegate’ * 

who-has been elected and. sent: here from the pro- ` 
visional government of Deseret, being the govern=;" 


“ment which the Mormons at the Salt Lake have: 


established for themselves, in the absence-of any 
action by Congress in their behalf, I-asked Mr: 
Bazsir if he could give me any explanation as to~ 
the facts as represented in that publication, and 
whether the Mormons had assumed the right to- 
impose duties upon goods passing through ‘the 
valley of the Great Salt Lake. . He. stated-to me 
that this transaction was alleged to have: occurred 
since he left, but that this was what he understood | 
to be the state of the case: ‘That these people, hav- 
ing assembled in large numbers in the neighbor- 
hood of the Salt Lake, with the intention of making... 
their permanent home there, found it necessary to 
establish a government for their protection until: 
Congress should provide one for them; and they 
found it necessary when they had established their 
government to provide the means of raising reve- . 
nue for its support. The course adopted was to 
impose duties on all goods brought in: and sold 
within the city of Salt Lake, whether: by Mor- 
mons or anti-Mormons, residents or non-residents,“ 
allbeing placed: upon an equality. ‘I asked Mr. 
Bazar if this duty was imposed upon goods pass- 
ing through, going beyond, and not to`bg “vended”. 
inthe city. -He assured me it was ‘not imposed 
upon goods that were not sold in the city; and that’ 
large quantities of goods, large caravans conveying 
goods, had passed through without being molest- 
ed. He assured me, furthermore, that these cara-’ 
vans sold their goods outside of the limits of this ` 
Mormon settlement without paying any such duty, 
and that the duty was only imposed on those who ` 
retailed their goods inside of the city, and it was ` 
merely for the purpose of providing revenue-for’ 
the support of the government they ‘had estab- 
lished until Congress should provide one for thems 
This is the explanation which Mr. Bassin, agen- 
tleman elected by the provisional government, and | 
sent to represent them in the other.end of this Cap-. 
itol, gave to me. I felt it due to the Senate, to the. 
country, and to these people, to make this. expla- 
nation, that it might go out with the statement of 
the Senator from Kentucky. I know nothing of 
the facts myself, but have given the authority upon. 
which I make the statement, i ` 
The memorial was then referred to the Commit- 
tee on Territories. f ; f 
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presented the- 
memorial of Hall J. Kelley, asking to be allowed 
a grant of land in the Territory of Oregon, in con- 
sideration of services and sacrifices made in the 
exploration and settlement of that country; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
Mr. D. moved that the memorial be printed; 
which motion was. referred to the Committee on: 
Printing. - ‘ 
Mr. D. also presented the memorial of Thomas 
Arnold, and the memorial of the heirs of Nathan: 
Lunt, asking indemnity. for -French spoliations 
prior to 1800; which were ordered to lie on the: 
table, ` : eu Pe ne 
Mr. KING presented the memorial of the heirs 
of John Marrast, the heirs of John Smith,’ the. 
heirs of John Guion, and the legal representatives 
of John M. Burt, asking indemnity for French 


i spoliations prior to 1800. 


Mr. K. observed that, as other gentlemen who 
had presented memorials of a similar character, 
had proposed that they should lie upon the table, 
with a view to some ultimate decision as to: the 
manner in which they should be disposed of, he 
would make the same motion in regard to these, 
suggesting, at the same time, that he thought it 
would be better that they should go toa select 
k proper 


Mr. K. also presented the memorial of the com- 
mittee of the Tennessee, Mississippi, and Alabama 


| Railroad Convention, asking the enactwientofalaw 


granting to the Tennessee, Mississippi, alid Ala- 
bama Railroad Company the right of way through 
the public lands, and the use ofthe timber and 
other material on those lands for the ‘construction 


‘ 


of their railroad; which: was:referred to the Com- : 


mittee on Roads and Canals. ke oy 

Mr. HAMLIN presented memorials of the. 
heirs and legal representatives of Otis Little, of the 
heirs of Mark Hatch, and. of the executors of: 
James Crawford, asking’ indemnity. for Frénch 
spoliations prior..to.1800; which weré ordered’ to 


lie on the table. © aes Ree 

Mr. YULEE presented the petition of members 
of the bar of zhe southern. district of Florida, and | 
of merchants at Key West, asking an increase of 
the salary of the judge of. the southern district of 
Florida; which. was-referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. ; i 

Mr. TOURNEY presented the petition of David 
Gross, a soldier-in the last war with Great Britain, 
asking tò be allowed a pension; which wag re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. i 

Mr. CASS presented the petition of E. P. Has- 
tings, asking compensation for services as pension 
agent of the United States; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. : 

Mr. BADGER presented memorials of the legal ; 
representatives of T. B. Hathaway and Stephen | 
Carpenter, and from the representative of Carring- | 
ton Simpkins, asking indemnity for French spolia- | 
tions prior to 1800;. which were ordered to lie on | 
the table. -. ani 

Mr. B. also submitted additional documents re- 
lating to the claim of Lewis Warrington; which, 
with his memorial on the files of the Senate, were 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, presented the | 
memorial of the heirs of John Cameron, asking | 

‘indemnity for French spoliations prior to 1800; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. BORLAND presented the petition of | 
Thomas and Elizabeth Armstrong, heirs of Josiah | 
Fletcher, asking compensation for losses by dep- 
redations committed on his property by hostile | 
Indians in the Creek war; which was referred to 
the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. B. also presented a memorial of Benjamin 
E. S. Ely, proposing for the consideration of Con- | 
gress a plan for maintaining a military force in the | 
Territory of California; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. } 

Mr. BRADBURY presented the petition of | 
David McDuffie, a soldier in the last war with 
Great Britain, asking an increase of pension; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions, : 

Mr. B. also presented the memorial of the heirs 
of Edward Emerson, jr., asking indemnity for 
French spoliations prior to 1800; which was or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. UPHAM presented. the petition of pub- 
lishers of newspapers in the State of Vermont, 
asking that newspapers may be exempted from 
postage within a limited distance from their places 
of publication; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. BRADBURY. presented the petition of || 


‘William and John C. Ribber, asking compensa- 
tion for a vessel lost while in the employ of the 
United States as a transport during ‘the Mexican 
war; which was referred to the Committee of 
Claims. i 

Mr. STEWART presented the memorials of 
the heirs of James Williams, the heirs of Thomas 
W. Norman, and the heirs of the firm of Corring- 
ham and Nesbit, late merchants, asking indemnity 
for French spoliations; which were ordered to lie 
on the table. ; 

Mr. DODGE presented a memorial adopted at 
a convention of the citizens of Central Iowa, held | 
at Lowa City, asking a grant of land to aid in the 
construction of the Council Bluffsand Davenport 
railroad; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. neal 

Mr. DODGE also presented two petitions. of 
citizens of Lee county, lowa, asking an increase 
of the pension of Isaac W. Griffith, a soldier in the 
Mexican war; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. HUNTER, ” 


i i asenta- 
Ordered, That the memorial of the heirs and represen 
tives of P.M. Butler be taken from the files of the Senate 
and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. YULEE, | 


p iti Sen- 
Jered, That the petitions, now on the files of the Sen- ; 
mein the several cases of Allen G, Johnson, A. H. Cole, 
John M. McIntosh, and Isaac Barnes, sen., be severally rè- 


ierred to the Committee of Claims. 


~-On thotion by Mr. UNDERWOOD, =" 
“Ordered, That the documents on 


ferred.to the Committee on the Public Lands... 
Mr. UNDER WOOD remarked that-this memo- 


ancestor In connection with the invention of steam- 
boats. He was, they say, the first individual on 
earth who ever applied the power of steam to the 
propelling of water-craft; and they refer to investi- 
gations and experiments made by him in reference 
to that subject on the Potomac in 1782. and 1783, 
in one of. which years, or’perhaps.as late.as 1784, 
he did actually propel a vessel by steam on the 
Potomac, opposite Shepardstown, Virginia. ~ 

On motion by Mr. STEWART, : 

Ordered, That the petition of Caivin Read‘and the petition 
of George W; Walter,-on file in the Senate, bé referred to 
the Committee of Claims. i a 

Mr. STURGEON. | Atthe close of the last ses- 
sion of Congress | presented the memorial.of Wil- 
liam H. Burnes, an officer of the navy, which was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. Iam 
informed by Mr. Burnes that he thinks if he carries 
the claim before the department, it will be settled 
without the intervention of Congress. For that 
reason I ask that the papers be withdrawn from 
the files, in order that he may be enabled to carry 
his claim before the department. It was so or- 
dered. 


On motion by Mr. DAWSON, 


Ordered, That W. A. Campbell, surviving partner of Jo- 
sepli C. Watson, deceased, have leave to Withdraw: his 
memorial and papers. 


On motion by Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, 

Ordered, That George Poindexter have leave to withdraw 
his petition and papers. y 

On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, 

Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the files 


of the Senate the papers in relation to a railroad from the 
Falls of Ohio river to Alton, IHinois, 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES, 


Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to whom was referred the motion to print the 
memorial of the Chamber of Commerce of New 
York, reported in favor of the same; which report 
was concurred in. . 

Mr. B. also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the motion to print a report of the 
Secretary of the Navy on the subject of transfers 
of appropriations, reported in favor of the same; 
which report was concurred in. 

Mr. B. further, from the same committee, to 
whom was referred the motion to print 10,000 ex- 
tra copies of the President’s annual message and 
accompanying documents, reported in favor of the 
same; which report was concurred in, j 

Mr. B. also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the motion to print 20,000 extra 
copies of the annual report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury on the state of the Finances, report- 
ed in favor of the same; which report was con- 
curred. in. I 

RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. 

Mr. DOWNS submitted the foilowing resolu- 
tion, which lies over under the rule: 

Resolved, That the. President of the United: States be re- 
quested to communicate to the Senare copies of all corre- 
spondence that has taken place with the Minister of Spain 
in Washington, or the authorities of Cuba, or the American 
Consul at Havana, or others, concerning the abduction of 
Rey, alias Garcia, from New Orleans, by the Spanish Con- 
sul at that port, or by his procurement or connivance; to- 
gether with the correspondence with the district attorney of 
the United States for the eastern district_of Louisiana, or 
other officers of the Government in that State, and the in- 
structions given touching this affair. Also, copies of ail the 
proceedings and testimony and arguments of counsel, if re- 
ported to the Government, had and taken, relating to it, bè- 
fore Judge Bright and Commissioner Chew, and ail the pro- 
eecdings had, and reports made to the Government since 
that examination ; together with ali other documents, in- 
structions, correspondence, and: other papers touching said 
affair in possession of the Government. 


Mr. DOUGLAS submitted the following reso- 
lution, which lies over: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making approp:i- 
ations for the extinguishment of the Indian title to that por- 
tion of the Territory -of Minnesota which lies west of the 
Mississippi river; and also for the extinguishment of the In- 
dian tite to that portion of the Territory of Oregou whieh 
ties between the summit of the Cascade Mountains and the 
Pacific ocean; and also for the extinguishment of the Indian 
title to that portion of California which lies between the 
summit of the Sierra Nevada, or California Mountains,.and 


title to the valley of the Great Salt Lake} and“also for the 
extinguishment.of the Indian title to that portion of New 


r t the fites'of the Senate; - 
relating to the claims of the heirs of James Ramsey, beres ji 


rial- prays for compensation-of the services of their | 


the ocean; and also for the extinguishment of the Indian.) 


} 


tion, which lies overs os 
. Resolved, That the President of the Unifed-Sta = 
quested to furnish the Senate. with copies of ‘all the papers, 
letters, remonstrances, and recommendations.now on fleir 
any of the departments relative to:the removal “Or retention 
in office of Jesse B. Clements, late marshal of thè ‘middle 
district of Tennessee, and espécially that. he ‘furni 
of the following, to wit: ra a IOS BEH 

1. A letter from:a portion of the members of the barand 
citizens of Nashville... i ri A Ry 

2. A jetter from, the judges of the Supreme Court of Ten- 


nessee, which was also signed by Judge Maury. 

3. A letter from Judges Catron and Brown, ‘judges of the 
circuit and district courts of the United States for the State 
of Tennessee, _. 2 % $ 

4. A letter from the grand and petitjuries of the September 
term 1849, of the circuit court holden at Nashville ; also the 
letter ‘of the foreman of the said grand jurys = e e caos: C 

.5, Letters of 8. D. Freerson, Wm. P. Martin, Thomas S. 
Brenford, one signed by Henry. Allen and others, Judge 
Cahal; two letters written by ex-Governor N. B: Brown, 
‘the first directed to Alter A. Hall, and the second to the 
President of the United States; also ‘a letter of John B: 


.Brien to Secretary Ewing. 


RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. 


On motion by Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, | 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of'éstab- 
lishing a mai!-route from: Bloomfield, via ‘Ottumwa and 
Lancester, to Washington, in Iowa. bsg 


On motion by Mr. CASS, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be instructed 
to inguire into the expediency of granting to John Hinchell 
the arrears of pension previous to the 7c of March, 1834. 


On motion by Mr. CASS, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of granting a pension to the 
widow of Dr. Henry Lamcke, late a surgeon in the army of 
the United States. y 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. YULEE gave notice that he would to- 
morrow, or on some subsequent day, introduce 
bills of the following titles: Ji i 

A bill to reduce the price of the 
known as “ pine barrens.” 

A bill to equalize the donations to the new 
States for purposes of internal improvement. 

A bill relinquishing to the State of Florida the 
public lands within her limits, which are reported 
to be impracticable of survey. “tea eS 

A bill. to amend the several acts. establishing 
district courts of the United States in the State of 
Florida, and to provide for writs: of error and aps 
peal from said courts. o 8 Sy S e 

Mr. BORLAND gave notice:that: he would on 
to-morrow, or on some subsequent day, introduée 
a bill to divide the State of Arkansas ‘into two 
judicial districts. A E eet 

Mr. SEWARD gave notice that he would on 
some future day ask leave to introducea bill to 
prohibit-the sale or farming out of offices. re 

Mr. WALKER gave ‘notice that he would :to- 
morrow, or on some subsequent day, ask leave. to 
introduce. a- bill to. cede- the public lands. to the 
respective States in which they are located, upon 
the condition that they be sold by said States to 
actual occupants only, in limited quantities, for 
cost of transfer merely. 

Mr. DOWNS gave notice that he would to- 
morrow, or on some subsequent day, introduce a 
bill to reduce and graduate the price of the public 
lands, - ka 

Mr, DODGE, of Iowa, gave notice that he would 
to-morrow, or on some subsequent day, ask ‘leave 
to introduce a bill to remove’ the obstructions: to 
the navigation of the Mississippi river, at the Des 
Moines and Rock River rapids, in said’ river. 

Mr. HALE gave notice of .his-intention, at. an 
early day, to ask leave tointroduce-a bill:to.abolish 
corporal punishment in the navy. . 

I give notice thus early (said he) because every 


public lands 


| session of Congress, since’ I have been a mem- 


ber, complaints-have been made by the Commit- 


i} tee on Naval Affairs that they have not ‘had time 


to investigate the subject. 1 give notice thus 
early in ordet that: they may have sufficient time. 


| Complaints have also been made that no substitute 


has-been proposed. Ido not propose any substi- 
tute atall. The bill simply proposes to abolish 
flogging in the navy, leaving to the wisdom of. the 
committee to devise a substitute. a + 
Mr. FOOTE gave notice of his intention to ask 


'ONGRESSION 
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leave to introduce ’a bill to grant the right of way 
to the Mobile and Ohio Railroad Company. 
GOVERNMENTS FOR THE TERRITORIES. 


Mr. HALE. It will be recollected that a few 
days since the Senator from Mississippi {Mr. 


Foore} gave notice of his intention to introduce a 


biil looking to very important legislation; and, as 
several Senators are desirous of Knowing what the 
rovisions of ‘that ‘bill are, and.as the: country. is 


ooking with some’ interest’ for information on the | 


subject, I hope the. Senator, if. it meet the appro- 
bation of the Senate, will'allow the bill ‘to be pre- 
sented, laid-upow the table; and printed.: 

Mr. FOOTE. I have no objection at all, in 
order.to gratify gentlemen who desire to have an 
opportunity, of looking at the bill, to lay it on the 
table. T suppose the. gentleman’s object will be 
attained by the printing. But the reason that op- 
erated with me in deferringits introduction, is still 
potential; and that is, there are to be found in the 
bill some details on which there may be some little 
controversy, and I am anxious that any discussion 
which may arise shall take place upon the resolu- 
tion, and that the principle shall. be settled ante- 
rior to the consideration of the details. I have no 
objection to lay the bill upon the table, for the pur- 
pose of having it printed. 

The bill was accordingly laid on the table and 
ordered to be printed. 

BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 

Mr. SEWARD, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leve to introduce a bill concerning 
judgments in the courts of the United States. within 
the State of New York; ‘which was read a first and 
second time by. its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. S. said: I will state the reasons for the in- 
troduction of this bill. Judgments in the courts of 
the United States are liens upon property in the 
States by virtue of the laws of such States, and not 
of the laws of Congress, and are regulated in their 
force and effect by the laws of the States. A law 
of the State of New York requires that all judg- 
ments, in order to be leviable upon real estate in 
any county of the State, shall be docketed, as it 
is technically called, in the clerk’s office of the 
county. There is no provision directing judgments 
recovered in the United States courts to be so re- 


corded, and consequently it is very difficult to’ 


ascertain whether a title to land be free: from the 
incumbrance of such judgments. This bill is in- 
tended to provide that ıt shall be the duty of the 
clerks of the courts of the United States to furnish 
copies of judgments as the clerks of the State courts 
are required to do, and fur the same purpose. 

The bill was twice read, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BORLAND, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill allowing 
exchanges of, and granting additional school lands 
in the State of Arkansas; which was read a first 
and second time by its tide, and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. B. also, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 
Cincinnatus Trousdale and John G. Connelly; 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. DOUGLAS, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
providing for an additional term of the United 
States Circuit and District Courts at Chicago, in 
the State of Illinois; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. i 

Mr. SEWARD, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a biil 
appropriating money to remove rocks in the Hurl- 
gate channel, and elsewhere in the harbor of New 
York; which wag read a first and second time by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives by Mr. Campsexz, their Clerk, an- 
nouncing that the House had passed a bill granting 
the franking privilege to Sarah Polk. 

The Senate, on motion by Mr. BADGER, pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of said bill; which 
was read a first and second time by unanimous 


consent, considered as in Committee of the W hole, ; 
reported to`the Senate without amendment, or- | 


dered toa third reading, read a-third time, and 
passed, : Ë 


* 


i 


Mr. KING stated~:that, upon looking over 


| the list. of committees, he found that he had been 


made chairman -of two of them, to: wit: that of 
Foreign Relations and of Pensions. He thonght 
it impossible.to discharge the duties of both; and 
asked that he be discharged from further. service 
on the Committee of Pensions;. which: was agreed 


LO. 8 Ge: ; : A a 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, moved that Mr. Jones 
‘be-appointed chairman. of the Committee on Pen- 
sions in: place of Mr. Kine, excused; which mo- 
tion was‘agreed to. 

Mr. JONES moved that the vacancy occasioned 
in the Committee on Pensions be filled by the ap- 
‘pointment of Mr. Hare; which motion was agreed 
to. ya i 

On motion, it was 

Ordered, ‘Phat when the Senate adjourns, it be to meet 
on Thursday next. - 

THE CENSUS. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. It will be re- 
membered that at the last session of Congress a 
bill was passed concerning the taking of the cen- 
ses, the time for doing which is now close at hand, 
and the census board was directed to makea re- 
port at the commencement of this session. That 
report was presented some time since to the Sen- 
ate, and has been lying on the table, I believe, ever 
since it waa made. It is evidently a case which 
requires the immediate action of the Senate. As 
the subject was committed to a select committee at 
the last session, perhaps it will be well to dispose 
of it now in the same way. It certainly requires 
immediate dispatch, and | move therefore that the 
subject be referred to a select committee, to be ap- 
pointed by the Chair. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Ofhow many mem- 
bers shall the committee consist ? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. 
bers, 

The names of the committee were not announced 
by the Chair. 

Mr. DAVIS. I now move that the report made 
by the board on the subject of the census, and 
which is now in the possession of the Senate, be 
referred to the select committee, when appointed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WEBSTER. There was a report of cer- 
tain officers of the Treasury that was laid on the 
table at my suggestion on the last day on which 
the Senate was in session. I now propose that 
that report be taken up and considered, 

The report was accordingly taken up. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
upon the motion to print. 

The question being put, it was concurred in. 

On-motion by Mr. PHELPS, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 
and, after some time so spent, the doors were re- 
opened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, January 3, 1850. 


The House met at twelve o’clock. 
The Journal of Monday was read and approved. 
Messrs. Seppon of Virginia, Reen and Levin 
of Pennsylvania, and Neuson of New York, pre- 
sented themselves at the Speaker’s chair,and were 
ualified by taking the usual oath to support the 
onstitution of the United States. : 


DESERET. 


Mr. BOYD rose and said that he asked the 
unanimous consent of the House to present, with 
a view to its reference to the Committee on the 
Territories, the memorial of the people of Deseret, 
praying admission as a State into the Union, or 
that such other form of eivil government be ex- 
tended to them as Congress might deem just. 
Also, another memorial of that people asking that 
Mr. Bassrr be admitted as their Representative. 

The latter memorial was accompanied by cre- 
dentials (showing his election) under the broad 
seal. (Laughter.} : 

Mr. B. asked that the first memorial might be 
referred to the Committee on the Territories, and 
the second to the Committee of Elections. He 
hoped there would be no objection. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, rose and object- 
ed; and demanded the regular orders of the day. 

So the memorials. were not introduced. 


Of five mem- 


NOTICES OF BILLS.” ` 


The following notices were handed in under the 
rule, viz: ibs : 

Mr. BINGHAM gave notice that at some fa- 
ture day he would ask leave to introduce a bill to 
grant alternate sections of land to aid the construc? 
tion of the Clinton and Kalamazoo canal, in the 
State of Michigan. : 

Also, a bill relativé to the construction of a ship 
sanal around the fails of Sault St. Marie, in said 

tate. i 

Also, a bill toaid in the construction ofa road 
from. Saginaw to Michilimackinac and Sault St. 
Marie, in said State. i 

Also, a bill to aid in the construction of a road 
from Lansing, thë capital of the State, to Macki- 
nac, in said State of Michigan. - 

Mr. SIBLEY gave notice of bills— 

For the benefit of the Territory of, Minnesota; 

For the establishment of certain post-routes in 
said Territory. 

For extending the laws of the United States over 
the Indian tribes in Minnesota Territory. 

Mr. BOWLIN gave notice of leave to bring in 
a bill, on to-morrow or some future day, entitled 
‘A bill for establishing an additional term of. the 
district court of the United States at St. Louis, 
Missouri, and for a corresponding increase of com- 
pensation to the judge.” ` 


CHAPLAINS. 


The SPEAKER said that the regular order of 
business would be the execution of the order of 
the House, adopted on Monday last, providing 
that the House would go into the election of offi- 
cers; and the first in order would be the election of 
a Clerk, 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, said, that before 
the House proceeded to the execution of that 
order, he would ask leave to present the usual joint 
resolution providing for the election of Chaplains, 
but not with a view now to go into that election, 

Objections in several quarters were made. 

So the resolution was not introduced. 


NEW MEXICO. 


Mr. BAKER rose to present (he said) the cres 
dentials of Huen N. Sura, of Santa Fé, New 
Mexico, containing evidence of the fact of hia 
election by the people of that Territory, if it was 
a Territory, to appear as a Delegate in this klouse. 
Mr. B. asked that the credentials be referred to the 
Committee of Elections. 

Objections were made. 

The SPEAKER said that objection having 
been made, the House would proceed to the exe- 
cution of the. order of Monday. 

Mr BAKER said he raised this question: that 
he offered. the credentials of the gentleman claim 
ing his seat as a question of privilege, and entitled, 
as such, to be considered. 

The SPEAKER thought, he said, that the ques- 
tion was not a question of privilege. The business 
first in order was the election of a Clerk, 

So the memorial was not received. 


OFFICERS OF THE HOUSE. 


The House then proceeded to the execution of 
the order of the House of Monday last. 

The SPEAKER said, that under the rules of 
the House it was necessary that nominations 
should be made. Nominations for Clerk were 
now in order. 

The reading of the rules by which the election 
of officers of the House is governed was called for, 
and they were read, as follows: : 

“Tn all cases of election by the House, of its officers, the 
vote shall be taken vivu voce.” 

“In all cases where other than members of the House 
may be eligible to an office by the election of the House. 
there shall be a previous nomination.” ? 

Mr. BINGHAM was understood to inquire of 
the Speaker whether, under the rule which had 
been read, members were prohibited from voting 
for any person who had not been previously nomi- 
nated ? 

The SPEAKER said he did not know that such 
a case had heretofore been presented. The rule 
required that nominations should be made, but it 
did not declare that votes should be excluded on 
the ground that they might not have been given for 
persons thus nominated. : 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, inquired of 
the Speaker whether members could make nomi- 
nations if no election should be-effected to-day? 

z 


1850. . 


The SPEAKER. The 


nominations may be made at 
election. 


“Chair supposes that 
any time pending the 


The following gentlemen were then putin nomi- F 


nation: 


BELL. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, nominated 

J, W. Forney, of Pennsylvania: tee ied, z 
Mr. BOOTH, of Connecticut, nominated 

vin W. Parieo, of:-Connecticut, 07 < 

Mr. HOLMES nominated: S. L. Gouverneur, 
of New York; © =- A 

Mr. WHITE nominated J.. H. Cray Munn, of 
Maryland. ` : 

Mr. BINGHAM nominated B. B. Frencu, of 
the District of Columbia. 

Mr. CROWELL nominated NATHAN SARGENT, 
of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. THURMAN nominated De Wirr C. 
Crarg, of New York. 

Mr. SACKETT nominated Orntanpo B, Prix- 
DLE. 

Mr. HEBARD nominated S. W. Foor, of 
Vermont. 

Mr. GOODENOW nominated. S. E. Benson. 

The nominavons being all announced— 

The SPEAKER appointed Messrs. THOMPSON 
of Pennsylvania, Wire of New York, Harar- 
son of Georgia, and Crowext of Ohio, to act as 
tellers. j 

The roll was called for the first vote. The tell- 
ers reported that 208 votes had been given—neces- 
sary to a choice 105; and that 

Mr. J. W. Forney received.. .eees.e ooe e.98 
Mr, T. J. Campbell........ PREN N 
Mr. C. W. Phileo..... cee eee ee eee eee 8 
Mr. J. H.C. Madd... .. cece ceeenee eee T 
Mr. S. L. Gouverneur. ..ceseeeecnceees 5 
Mr. O. B. Prindle....ccsceesccee seasons 4 
Mr. N, Sargent. ....ceccccccscceeeceees 3 
Mr. S. E. Bengon.......ccsseccceceeeeee 2 
Mr. S. W. Foot.ssessseseooeseeocseeseo 2 
Mr. De Witt ©, Clark. s.susssosesoseseee 2 


208 


Cat- 


The following is the vote in detail, viz: 


For Mr. Forney—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, A. 
G., Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Joseph Cable, Gaprge 
A. Caldwell, Cartter, Cleveland, W. R. W. Cobb. Howell 
Cobb, Dimmick, Disney, Doty, Duuham, Edmundson, 

” Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Garman, 
Green, Hackett, Hall, Hamilton; Hammond, Haralson, Har- 
Jan, ‘Harmanson, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, 
Hibbard, Hoagland, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, Andrew John- 
son, R. W. Johnson, Jones, Kautinan, La Sére, Leffler, Lit- 
tlefietd, Job Mann, Mason, McClernand, McDonald, Me- 
Dowell, Robert M. McLane, McMullen, Mc Willie, Miller, 
Milson, Morris, Morse, Oids, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, 
Phelps, Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, 
Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, F. P. Stanton, R. H. Stan- 
ton, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, 
James Thompson, William Thompson, Venable, Walden, 
Waldo, Wellborn, Whittlesey, Wood, Woodward, and 
Young. 

Foe Mr. Campbell—-Messrs. Alston, Anderson, Ashmun, 
Baker, Bennett, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester 
Butler, Thomas B. Butler, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, 
Casey, Chandler, Clark, Clingman, Cole, Conger, Conrad, 
Carwin, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Nathan 
Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Gott, Grinnell, Halloway, Hamp- 
ton, Hay, Haymond, Henry, Hilliard, Houston, Howe, J. 
L. Johnson, Damel P. King, George G. King, J mes G. 
King, Jobn A. King, Levin, Marshall, McGaughey, Mc- 
Kissock, Finis E. McLean, Moore, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, 
Owen, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, 
Rumsey, Sehenck, Schermerhorn, Schooleralt, Shepperd, 
Silvester, Sprague, Stanly, A. H. Stephens, Taylor, Toombs, 
Underhill, Vinton, Watkins, Williams, Wilson, and Win- 
throp, i 

Tor Mr. Phileo—Messrs. Alien, Booth, Durkee, Giddings, 
Juian, Preston King, Tuck, and Wilmot. 

For Mr. Sargent—Messts. Crowell, Hunter, and H. Mann. 

For Mr. Prindle—-Messrs. Alexander, Jackson, Matteson, 
and Sackett. 

For Mr. Gowverneur—Messrs. Burt, Colcock, Holmes, 
McQueen, and Wallace. 

For Mr. Mudd—Messts. Campbell, Alex. Evans, More- 
head, Rose, Spaulding, J. B. Thompson, and White. 

For Mr. Benson—Messrs. Goodenow and Otis, 

For Mr. Foot--Messrs. Hebard and Root. 

For Mr. Olark—Messrs. Meacham and ‘Thurman. 


No choice. 

When the name of Mr. Meane was called, upon 
the above vote, he rose an stated that he had 
paired off with a representative from New York, 
who was absent; and asked to be excused from 
voting, He was excused. l 

Mr. WILDRICK also stated. that he had paired 
off with Mr. Vax Dyxg, of New Jersey; and was 
excused from voting. 

The House proceeded to a second vote, the same 


Mr. ASHMUN nominated Tuomas J, Gaup- || 


gentlemen: acting as tellers, . They reported that 
209:votes had: been given in; nécessary to-a choice 
105; of which— pe ety 
Mr. J. W. Forney received. a.i.. 00. 04 .103.. 

Mr, T.J. Campbell. 2.2.25. 


Mr. C.W. Pnileo........5. 6 
"Mr. J. H. C. Madde. cccecccececdccese 5 
Mr. O. B, Prindle...ccc.cccceccesecees 4 
Mr. N. Sargeant. «+ Webee cases E 
Mr. S. W. Poot. si oessoseos asis ise 3 
Mr. De Witt O. Clark. 2 
Mr. S. L. Gouverneur. .....s. -1 
Mr. B: B. French. ..ies.ccecseseeeseee. L 
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The following is the vote in detail; 


For Mr. Forney—Messrs. Alberison, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
Bayly, Beale, Bissel, Bocock, Booth, Bowdon, Bowlin, 
Boyd, Albert G, Brown, Wiliam J. Brown, Buel, Burt, 
Joseph Cable, Geurge A. Caldwell, Cartter, Cleveland, H. 
Cobb, W. R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Dimnick, Disney, Doty, 
Dunham, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, 
Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hackett, Hall, Hamitton, 
Hammond, Haralson, Harian, Harmanson, Isham G. Harris, 
Sampson W. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holmes, Howard, 
Hubbard, Inge, Aadrew Johnson, Robert W. Jolson, 
Jones, Kaufman, La Sére, Leffler, Lituetield, Job Mann, 
Mason, McClernand, McDonald, McDowell, Robert M. Me- 
Lane, McMatien, McQueen, MeWillie, Miller, Miilson, 
Mortis, Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, reasiee, Peck, Phetps, 
Potter, Powell, Richardson, Kobbins, Robinson, Rass, Sav- 
age, Sawtelle, Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. 
Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thomp- 
son, James Thowpson, William Thompson, Venable, Wal- 
den, Waldo, Weliborn, Whitilesey, Wood, Woordward, and 

ung. 

For Mr. Campbell—Messrs. Alston, Anderson, Ashmun, 
Baker, Bennett, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, C. Butter, 
T. B. Butter,J. P. Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, Chandier,Clarke, 
Clingman, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwiu, Deberry, Dickey, 
Dixon, Duer, Duncan, N. Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Goit, 
Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Henry, Hil- 
liard, Houston, Howe, Huuter, Jackson, James L. Johnson, 
Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. King, John A. 
King, Levin, Marshall, McGaughey, Mc Kissoek, F. B. Me- 
Lean, Moore, Morehead, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Owen, 
Pitman, Putuam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Rum- 
sey, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Sil- 
vester, Sprague, Stanly, A. H. Stephens, Taylor, Toombs, 
Underhill, Vinton, Watkins, Williams, Wilson, and’ Win- 
throp. 

Par Mr. Prindle—Messrs. Alexauder, Matteson, Sackett, 
and Spaulding. 

For Mr. Mudd—Messrs. C mpbell, Alexander Evans, 
Rose, Jobn B. ‘Thompson, and White. 

For Mr. Phileo—Messts. Durkee, Giddings, Julian, Pres- 
ton Kiug, Wilmot, and Allen. 

For Mr. Sargent—Messrs. Crowell, H. Mann, and Tuck. 

For Mr. Foot—Messrs. Goodenow, Hebard, aud Root. 

For Mr. Clark—Messis. Meacham and ‘Thurman. 

For Mr. Gouverneur—Mr. Wallace. 

For Df. French—Mr. Bingham. 


No choice. 


Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, moved that there 
be a call of the House. 

Tellers were asked and ordered; and Messrs. 
Hampton and Gorman were appointed. 

And the question having been taken, the affirm- 
ative vote was announced as 93. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, demanded the 
yeas and nays. : i 

The SPEAKER said, the motion was not in 
order.until after the count had been completed. 

The negative vote was then counted, and was 
announced as 84 

Mr. STEPHENS now renewed his demand for 
the yeas.and nays; which were ordered, and being 
taken, were—yeas 101, nays 101, [a tie) as fol- 
low: 

YE \S—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Anderson, 
Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Booth, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, 
Burrows, Chester Buller, Thomas B. Butler, Joseph P. 
Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Uling- 
man, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, 
Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Durkee, Alexander Evans, 
Nathan Evans, towler, Freedley, Goodenow, Guti, Grin- 


nell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Hiymond, Hebard, Henry, | 


Houston, Howe, Hubbard, Hante r, Jackson, James L. Jonn- 
son, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. King, John 
A. King, Preston King, Horace Mann, Marshall, Maueson, 


McGaughey, McKissock, F. E: McLean, Meacham, Moore, | 


Morehead, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Owen, vitman, Put- 
nam, Reed, weynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Rot, Rose, Rui 
sey, Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schooleratt, She 
perd, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, A. H. Stephens, 
Taytor, John B. Thompson, Thurman, Toombs, Tuck, Un- 
derhiil, Vinton, Watkins, White, Williams, Wilmot, Wil- 
son, and Wiuthrop—t0l. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bayly, 
Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Bocoek, Bowdon, Bawlia, Boyd, 
Albert G. Browa, William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, Joseph 
Cable, George A. Caldwell, Carter. Cleveland, W. R. W. 
Cobb, Colcock, Dimmick, Disgey, Dunham, Edmundson, 
Featherston, Fitch, Puller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, 
da -kett, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Harlan, Harmanson, 
Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Hibbard, Hilliard, 
Hoagland, Holmes, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, Andrew 
Johuson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La Sére, 


-Leffier, Levin, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, McClernand, i 


| McDonald, McDowell, Robe 


| Orr, Parker, Peastec, Peck, Phelps, Porter, Po 


cLane,. McMullen, 


McQueen, MeWillie, Miller; Millson, Morris, Morse, Olds, 


ardson, Robhins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Sa wielle, -sudon, 
Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Steteon, Sweet- 
ser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Janies Thonipson; Witiam 
Thompson, Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Wellbor 

Whitilesey, Wood, Woodward, and 05: 
[3 


The SPEAKER 3 
upon the vote stood, yèas 101, bays 10: 
_ So a'call of the House was refused: 
_ Mr. EVANS moved that the House do no 
journ. “ ; E 
Mr. WILLIAMS asked the yeas ‘and n 
which were ordered, and being taken, were— 
98, nays 103, as follow: ae fc 


YEAS—Meessts. Alexander, Alien, Anderson, 
Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, 
Chester Buuer, Thos. B. Butler, Jos. P, Caldwell, Calvin, 
Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Ctingma!ti, Cole, Conger, 
Courad, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, 
Duucan, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freed- 
ley, Giddings, Goodénow, Gott, Grinnell, Halloway, Hamp- 
ton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, Houston, 
Howe, Hunter, Jackson, Jamea L. Johnson, Julian, Daniel 
P. King, George G. King, James’ G. King; John. A. King, 
Levin, Horace Maan, Matteson, M¢Kissock, Finis E. Mg- 
L--an, Meacham, Moore, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Owen, 
Piunan, Patnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley fRock well, Rose, 
Ramsey, Sackett, Schenck, . Schermerhorn, Séhooleratt, 
Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Alexander 
H. Stephens,Taylor John B. Thompson, Churman, Foon sy 
‘Tuck, Underhill, Vinton, Watkins, White; Williams, Wil 
mot, Wilson, and Winthrop—9s. wee ora 

NAYS—Messrs.. Albertson, Ashe, : Averett, Bay, Bayly, 


Ashmin, 


rely: Rach= 


Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Bucock, Booth, Bowdon, Bowlin, 


Boyd, Atbert G. Brown, Buel, Burt, Joseph Cable, George 
A. Caldwell, Carter, Cleveland, W, R: W.-Cobb, Coleoek, 
Dimmick, Disney, Doty, Durkee, Edmundson, Ewing, 
Featherston, Fitch, Faller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, 
Hackett, Hall, Hamitton, Hausmond, Haralson, Harlan, 
Harmanson, Isham G, Barris, Sampson W. Harris, Hibbard, 
Hoagland, Holmes, Howard, Hubbard. Inge, Andrew Jahn- 
son, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, Preston King, 
La cère, Leffler, Liwefield, J. Maun, Mason, MeCleruand, 
Me Dowell, Robt M. McLane, MeMulten, McQueen, Me- 
Willie, Miller, Millson, Morris, Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, 
Praslee, Peck, Phelps, Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, 
Robinson, Ross, Savage, SuwteHe, Seddon, Frederiek P, 
Stanton, Richard H. Stantou, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, 
Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Jas: Thampson, Wm. Thomp- 
son, ‘Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Wellborn, Whit- 
Uesey, Wood, Woodward, and Young—103, y 


So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. SCHENCK said, that-in order to give all 
the members a fair chance to vote, he would move 
that there be a call of the House, and on that. mo- 
tion, he asked the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered. . me 

And the question was then taken and decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 104, nays 101; as follows:, 

YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Andersen, 


Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee,. Breck, Briggs, Brooks, 
surrows, Chester Butler, Thomas: B: Butler, Joseph: P. 


Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Clarke. Cling- 


man, Cole, ‘Conger, Conrad, Cor cin, Crowell, “Deberry,. 
Dickey, Dixon, Diier, Duncan, Durkee, Alexander “Evans, 


Nathas Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Gid lings, Gonde Owy. 


Gott, Grinnell, Balloway, Himpton, Hay, Baymond, 
Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, Houston, Howe, Hunter, Jack- 
son, James L. Johnson, Julian, Daniel P. King, George 
G. King, James G. King, John A. King; Preston’ King, 
Levin, Horace Mana, Marshall, Matteson, MeKissock, P. | 
E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Nelson; Newell, 
Ouxle, Oris, Owen, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Ristey, 
Rockwell, Root, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Seher- 
mertiorn, | Schooleraft, “Shepperd, Silvester,’ Spaulding, 
Sprague, Stanly, A~ H. Stephens, Taylor, J. Bo Thompson, 
Thurman, Toombs, Tuck, Underhill, Vinton, Watkins, 
White, Williams, Wilmot, Wilson, and Winthrop—104, 
NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bayly, 
Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Bocock, Booth, Bowdon. Bowlin, 
Boyd, Albert G Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, Jos, 


| Cable, George A. Caldweil, Cartter, Cleveland, Willizmson 


R. W. Cobb, Coleock, Dinmick, Disney, Doty, Dunham, 
Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Puller, Gerry, Gil- 
more, Gorman, Green, Hackett, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, 
Haralson, Harlan, Harmanson, Isham G. Harris, Sampson 
W. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holmes, Howard, Hubbard, 
Inge, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kaut 
man, La Sére, Leffier, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason; Me- 
Clernand, McDonald, Mc Dowell, R, M: MeLane, MeMat- 
len, McQueen, McWillie, Miller, Millson, Mortis, Morse, 
Olds, Ovr, Parker, Peastee, Peck, Phelps, Potter, Powell, 
Richardson, Robbins, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, P 
P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton; Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, 
Thomas, Jacob Taompson, James. Thompson: Wiliam 
‘Thompson, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Welborn, Whitilesey, 
Woodward, and Young—61. eas 
Soa call of the House was ordered. ‘ 
Mr. WILLIAMS: said it was too late at. this 
hour of the evening to go into a call of the House. 
He moved that the House adjourn. . 
The yeas and. nays were asked and refused. 
Me RUMSEY asked for teers, and they: were 
ordered and appointed: Messrs. Wittiams and 


GicMoRE, ; 
And-the. question having been taken, the vote 
stood—-ayes 108, noes 90. 


` So the House adjourned. 
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Jan. 3 


`: PETITIONS, ETC: 


The following petitions were presented and re- |} 


ferred under the ruler 2 


„Mr. BUEL presented the following petitions and. joint 
resolutions: 

The petition.of Henry Disbrow ; = i 

The petition of Jeremiah Moors; ~ g 

‘The. petition of John Biddle, late receiver of the land 
office at Detroit, praying extra.compensation. a + 

The petition of Elisha Taylor and L. B. Mizner, praying 
for a change in the law fixing the compensation of officers 
of the land office in locating military land warrants. 

‘Also, the petition of Jonathan Kearsley; which pe 
were severally referred to the Committee of Claims: : 

Also, two petitions of citizens of Michigan, praying Con- 
gress to abolish the office. of Chaplains ‘which were referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. oo." s 

By. Mr. WOODWARD: Memorial of the heirs of Danie} 
Harts, asking compensation, for revolutionary services. 

Memorial of L. C. Duncan, relative to his services as as 
sistant surgeon, Louisiana volunteers. 

’, Memorial of Frederick Class, claiming compensation for 
revolutionary services. k 

- The petition of Francis Sumter, administrator de bonis non 
of General Tnomas Sumter. 

By Mr. KAUFMAN : The petition of Jesse Sutton, pray- 
ing compensation for furnishing iron, &c., and blacksmith- 
inz amongst the Indiana; referred to the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs. j 

Also, the petition of Brown & Tarbox, for compensation 
for mail service rendered in Texas; referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. KING, of Massachuseits: The petitions of John 

` G. King, Gideon Ticker, and many others, for indemnity 
for spoliations by the French prior to 1800. 

Also, the petition of Robert Stone, on the same subject. 

Also, petition of Putnam 1. Farnham, for relief for unlaw- 
ful seizure by the British of the barque Jones. t 

By Mr. BUEL, of Michigan : Petition ofGeorge Reynolds, 
praying to be remunerated for losses during the late war, by 
tue confiseation of his property in Canada. i 

Also, petition of Capt. Francis Cicott, for destruction of” 
his property hy the Indians during the war of 1812; which 
petitions were referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Also, petition of Hiram Moore and Jobo Hassall, for an 
extension of their patent för a harvesting machine 3 which 
was referred to the Committee on Patents. — -> 

Also, petition of William Woodbridge and Henry Chip- 
man, late judges of the United States in the ‘Territory of 
Michigan, asking compensation for extra service as mem- 
bers of Detroit Land Board; which was referred to the 
Comiunittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BUEL also presented joint resolutions of 
lature of the State of Michigan, viz: 

Resolution relative to moneys advanced by the State of 
Michigan; 

Resolution relative to the transportation of the United 
States mail through Canada; 

' Resolution relative to donation of lands by the United 
States for the erection of State asylums for insane, blind, 
deaf and dumb; which were laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. hae ` 

Resolution relative to Moore & Hassail’s harvesting ma- 
chine; which was referred to the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. SCHENCK : Memorial of David D. Porter, U.S. 
Navy, praying that he may be remunerated for services as 
Diplomatic Agent to San Domingo. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. McLANE, of Maryland: Memorials from Beverly 
Diggs and John Sester, praying indemnity for French spoli- 
ations. 

By Mr. STRONG: The petition of Beghie, Wiseman & i 
Co., of Glasgow, Scotland, praying for a return of excess of | 
duties and penalty. Referred tothe Committee of Claims. 

Also, the petition of S. T. Nicoll & Co., praying for pay- 


ions |. 


the Legis- 


ment for fifty-four and a half chests of tea, furnished to the || 


Navy Department, in June 1846. Referred to the Committee 
of Claims. 

Also, the memorial of Charles Abrenfelt et al., praying 
for the return of excess of duties paid on prisms imported 
by them in 1845. Reterred to the Committee of Claims. 

Also, the memorial of G. De Lirac, praying for relief and 
debenture on certain goods exported by him. Referred to 
the Committe of Claims. , if 

Also, the memorial of the heirs of Daniel Pettibone, pray- Ji 
ing for compensation for the use by the Government of bis | 
patent for a rarifying air stove. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Patents, j 

Also, the memorial of William W. Dich}, praying for an 
increase of pension, Referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

By Mr. GOODENOW: The petition of Sally G. Elwell 
and David Mitchell, executors of Payne Elwell, late of Wal- 
doboro’, Maine, deceased, praying for indemnity for French | 
spuliatious committed prior to 1800. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

Also, the petition of Samuel T. Winslow, for a pension 
‘for injuries sustained while in the service of the United 
States in the war of 1812. Referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. ~ 

By Mr. SAWTELLE: The petition of Wm. Titcomb and 
44 others, citizens of Norridgewock, in the State of Maine, 
for the establishment of a daily mail-route from Waterville 
to North Anson, in said State. i f, 

The petition of G. A. Steward and 35 others, citizens of 
North Anson, in the State of Maine, for the same. | 

The petition of Joshua Snell and 36 others, citizens of | 
Madison, in the State of Maine, for the same ; which were | 
severally referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

By Mr. RUMSEY: The petition of General N. V. Knick- 
erbacker and 3,003 others, citizens of Steuben county, in the 
State of New York, praying for the election of postmasters 
by the people and a further reduction of postage. 
` “By Mr. BINGHAM: ‘lhe petition for the establishment of 
a mail-route from Rochester to Romeo, in the State of Mich- 
igan. Referred: to.the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, 3 i 


Also a petition-of a jarge number-of.cifizens against the 
appoisunent of chaplains... Referred to he Committee on 
the Judiciary. ORR y > Ere 

By Mr. POTTER: ‘The memorial of. W; S.. Coodey and. 
John Drew, representatives of the Old Settlers of the Cher- 
okee nation of Indians, aud the petiton of Amos. Kendall 
and John E. Kendall, for an appropriation to pay indemnity 
due under thé treaty of August, 1846, with. the Western 
Ctierokees. Reterred tu the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. P. also asked and-obtained-leave to withdraw the 
papers, on file in the, said case; and the same -were referred 


to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


fhe petition of David Myerlee, praying remuneration for 
losses and services in the mtroduction of the water-rotting 
of beinp in the western country, for the use of the navy, 
and under instructions from the Navy Department. 

By Mr. BOWLIN: The petition of Thomas Watson, 


| register, and Richard B. Dallam, receiver, of the land office 


at St. Louis, Missouri, praying Congress to allow a com- 
mission upon the entry of lund warrants as bounties in Jike 
manyer as upon entries for nioney, and that the same have 
a retrospective action upon entries heretofore made. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Publie Lands. 

Also, the petition of George Keller, praying foran increase 
of his pension, on account of his helpless condition, being 
utterly incapable of doing anything tor himself. Referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

“By Mr. SUANTON, of Kentucky: A petition of William 
Smith, {Isaac Sheen, and other members of the church of 
Latter-Day Saints, at Covington, Kentucky, protesting 
against the adinission of the State of Deseretinto the Union, 
and charging the Salt Lake church of Mormons witb trea- 
sonable desighs agaiust the United States. 

Also, a petition of Wiiliam A. Withers, and other citizens 
of the northern part of Kentucky, praying the establishment 
of a mail-route from Foster’s Landing to Falmouth, in Pen- 
dleton county, Kentucky. 

Also, a petition of Richard T. Lindsey and others, pray- 
ing for the establishment of the same post-route. 

The following memorials te Congress, from the Legisla- 
tive Assembly of Minnesota Territory, were presented in 
the House by Mr. SIBLEY, on Monday last, viz: 

For the improvement of the Mississippi river above the 
Falls of St. Anthony... Referred to the Comniittee on Terri- 
tories, 

For the establishment of certain mail routes, and for ad- 
ditional mail facilities. Referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. ` F 

For the construction of certain roads in the Territory. 
Referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

For an amendment to the law granting preémption rights, 
and relative to thirty-sixth section of school lands. Referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

For the means to erect a territorial prison. 
the Committee on ‘Territories. 

Also, the petition of G. Loomis, E. G. Gear, and sixty-two 
other citizens of Minnesota, praying the extension of the 
laws of the United States over the Indian tribes within the 
limits of the ‘Territory. Referred to the Commitiee on In- 
dian Affairs. 

By Mr. JONES: The petition ef Shadrach Murtain, James 
B. Tally, H. N. Cowden, and sixty-five others, ciuzeus of 
‘Tennessee, remonstrating against the employment of chap- 
lains by the General Government, and asking Congress to 
abolish ali such offices, and to retrain in future trom all legis- 
lation On the subject of religion. Presented December 31. 

On motion of Mr. PRESTON KING, 


Referred to 


The petition and papers of Eliphas C. Brown, of Canton, | 


New. York, were taken from the Clerk’s files and referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

On motion of Mr, PRESTON KING, 

The petition and papers of Ira Baldwin were taken from 
the Clerk’s files and referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

On motion of Mr, PRESTON KING, 

The petition and papers of Lyon Howard were taken 
from the Clerk’s files and referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

On motion of Mr. PRESTON KING, 

The petition and papers of Zenas King were taken from 
the Clerk's files and referred to the Committee of Claims. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuourspar, January 3, 1850. 


A message was received from the President of | 
the United States by Colonel. Briss, his Private | 


Secretary. 


COMMITTEE ON THE CENSUS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT announced the Select 
@ommittee on the Census to consist of Messrs. 
Davis of Massachusetts, BUTLER, Unperwoop, 
Srurceon, and SHIELDS. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. WALKER presented a petition of citizens 
of Wisconsin, asking the establishment of a mail 
route from Milwaukie,to. Madison, in that State; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. SHIELDS presented a memorial from the 
late and present officers of the land office at Ed- 


| wardsville, Illinois, asking that commissions may 


| be allowed on all entries: of military bounty land 
warrants; which -was referred io. the Committee 
on Public Lands. Yea Se 

Mr. MASON presented the memorial of John 
N.;Buckhouse and John Simkins, administrators 
of Covington Simkins, the memorial of John C. 
Vowell, citizens of Alexandria, Virginia, and the 
memorial of the-heirsof James Miller, asking “in- 
demnity for French spoliations prior to 18003 which 
were ordered to lion the table. i050. cy 

Mr. M. also presented the memorial of William 
A. Christian, a purser in: the navy, asking to be 
allowed a credit on his accounts made to'a certain 
warrant officer on board: the United States steamer 
Princeton; which was referred to the Committee 
‘on Naval. Affairs, 

Mr. M. also presented the memorial of John 
Crosby, administrator of “A..D. Crosby, late a 
purser in the navy, asking to be allowed a credit 
on his accounts for payments made to certain war- 
rant officers on board the United States ship On- 
tario; which was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. : 

Mr. M. also presented the memorial of Elizabeth 
B. Lomax, widow of a deceased army officer, ask- 
ing to be allowed a pension; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, presented the peti- 
tion of J. Downs, asking compensation for forage 
supplied by him to a company of mounted rifle- 
men, in the Creek war of 1812; which was referred 
to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. HUNTER presented the memorial of the 
heirs of Joice Billups, deceased; the memorial of 
the heirs of Edward Durant; the memorial of the 
heirs of Philip.Carr; the memorial of the executor 
| of Thomas Edmonds; the memorial of the heirs d 
and representatives of. Alexander Macauley, and 
the memorial .of the heirs of James Millar, asking 
indemnity .for French spoliations prior to 1800; 
which were ordered to. lie on the table, 

Mr. FI..also presented the petition of James. S. 
Fowler, asking compensation for services ren- 
dered in the public stable by order of the Senate; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Buildings. i 

Mr. BRADBURY presented the memorial of 
the heirs of Wm. Melcher; the memorial of the 
heirs of Wm. Bartlett and John Storer, asking in- 
demnity for French spoliations prior to 1800; 
which were ordered to lie on the table, 

Mr. STURGEON presented the memorial of 
W.S. Coodery and John Drew, representatives 
of the Old Settlers” of the Cherokee Indians, 
asking that provision may be made for the adjust- 
ment of the debts due by that nation, under the 
treaty of August 6th, 1846; which, with the docu- 
ments relating to the same subject, submitted by 
Mr. Sturgeon, were referred to the Committee 
on Indian affairs. 

Mr. BADGER presented the memorial of .the 
heirs of Timothy Savage, deceased, asking indem- 
nity for French spoliations prior to 1800; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presented fifty 
petitions, numerously signed by citizens of differ- 
ent portions of Massachusetts, asking that the 
spirit ration of the Navy may be abolished; which 
were referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. D. also presented forty-five petitions, like- 
wise numerously signed by citizens of different 
towns in Massachusetts, asking that corporal 
punishment in the navy may be abolished; which 
were referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. BALDWIN presented the memorial of the 
heirs of Robert Allyn, asking indemnity for French 
spoliations prior to 1800; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of John 
A. McGaw, asking to be allowed demurrage on a 
vessel employed by the Government as a trans- 
port during the war with Mexico; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. H. also presented the memorial of the legal 
representative of John Millikin, asking indemnity 
for French spoliations prior to 1800; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. : ` 

Mr. BRIGHT presented the memorial and ad- 
ditional evidence in relation to the claim of George 
Hervey, in behalf of the owners and consignees 
of the British ship James Mitchell; which, with 
the papers on file in the Senate ‘relating to the 


same, were referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. Bs 
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Mr. B. also presented the petition of thé late and’ 
present officers of the land office at Jeffersonville, 
ndiana, asking to, bë allowed commiséions on en- 
tries of” military bounty land warrants; which was 
referred to the: Committee.on Public: Lands. 

Mr. CORWIN presented the meniorial of L. 
Mazon, Istael Garrard, and ‘other citizens of Co- 
jumbus, Ohio, asking an extension of the admi- 
rality and ‘maritime jurisdiction of the district 
courts of the United States to all the navigable 
rivers of the United States; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

„Mr. C: also presented the memorial of the Le- 
gislative Assembly of the Territory of Minnesota, 
asking an appropriation for the improvement of 
the Mississippi river above the Falls of St. Antho- 
ny; which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. k 

Mr. C. also presented the memorial of the Le- 
gislative Assembly of Minnesota Territory, asking 
that the Legislature may be empowered to sell, 
tease, or otherwise dispose of the lands’ granted 
for the use of schools in that Territory; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. C. further presented a resolution of the 
Legislature of the State of Ohio, in favor of the 
enactment of a law reducing the price of the public 
lands in the vicinity of the Wabash and Erie and 
Miami Extension canals; which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. C. presented a resolution passed by the Le- 


gislature of Ohio, instructing the Senators and re- | 


questing the Representatives of the State in Con- 
gress to inquire into the expediency of enacting a 


law setting apart a portion of the newly-acquired į 


territory for the benefit of such free persons of 
color as may become settlers thereon; which was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. C. further presented a resolution passed by 
the Legislature of Ohio, in favor of « modification 
of the law regulating postage on papers; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. C. also presented a memorial of merchants, 
factors, brokers, insurers, and other citizens of 

- Ohio, praying that the admiralty and maritime 
jurisdiction of the District Courts of the United 
States may be extended over all the navigable wa- 
ters of the United States; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. COOPER presented a memorial of mer- 
chants and other citizens of Pennsylvania, asking 
the construction of a harbor at Reedy Island, 
‘onthe Detaware river; which was referred to the 
Committee.on Commerce. ; 

Mr. C. also presented a petition of citizens of 
Philadelphia, Penn., asking that ‘the. spirit ration 
in the navy may be abolished; which was referred 
tofthe Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. C. also presented the memorial of the ex- 
ecutors of Robert Smith, deceased, asking indem- 
nity for French spoliations prior to 1800; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. : : 

Mr. DOWNS presented a petition of inhabitants 
of the parish of Terrebonne, Louisiana, asking 
that certain sales of lands covered by the 16th sec- 
tion may be confirmed, and other lands granted for 
the use of schools in lieu thereof; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. King presented the petition of W. R. 


Hallett, executor of Joshua Kennedy, asking com- } 


ensation. forthe destruction of his property by. 
hostile Indians in the Creek war of 1812; which 
was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 
Mr. BUTLER presented the petition of Charles 
Brannan, John McCully, and the administrator of 
Francis McCully, asking compensation fora steam 
boat wrecked while employed by the Goverament 
as a transport inthe Florida war; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims. ; 
Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented the memorial 


ofthe Legislative Assembly of the Territory of | 


Minnesota, asking the improvement of certain 


roads in that Territory; which was referred to-the | 


Committee on Roads and Canals. . 
Mr. D. also presented a memorial of. the Legis- 
lative Assembly of the Territory of Minnesota, 


asking the establishment of a mail -route from 
Prairie du Chien to Stillwater and St. Paul, in that 
Territory; which was referred: to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. D. also presented a memorial of the Legis- 
lative Assembly of the Territory of Minnesota, 
asking the construction.of a military road from 
Fort Snelling to the mouth of the Sioux river; 
which was referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. . 

“Mr. D. also presented a memorial of the Legis- 
lative Assembly of the same Territory, asking an 
appropriation for purchasing the Sioux lands west 
of the. Missouri river; which was referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. : 

Also, a memorial from the General Assembly of 
the Territory of Minnesota, asking the improve- 
ment of the Mississippi river above the Falls of 
St. Anthony; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 

Also, a memorial of the same body, asking that 
the Legislature may be empowered to sell or other- 
wise dispose of the lands granted for the use of 
schools in that Territory; which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BADGER presented ‘the petition of John 
Mitchell, a naval pensioner, asking an increase of 
his pension; which was referred to the Committee 
en Naval Affairs. 

Mr. STEWART presented the memorial of the 
legal heirs of Robert Courtney, and the memorial 
of the widow and heirs of John Unikhuyson, ask- 
ing indemnity for French spoliations prior to 1800; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a resolution passed by the Legislative Assembly 
of Minnesota in favor of the removal of the Chip- 

ewa Indians from the lands ceded by them to the 

nited States in that Territory; which was referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Also, the following memorials of the Legislative 
Assembly of the State of Wisconsin: 

A memorial asking the establishment of a mail 
route from Prairie du Crosse to Madison, in that 


State; which was referred to the Committee on the | 


Post Office and Post Roads. 

A memorial asking the establishment of a mail 
route from the Fails of St. Croix to La Point, on 
Lake Superior; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

A memoria! asking the establishment of a marine 
hospital on Rock Island, in the Mississippi river; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

A memorial asking the establishment of a mail 
route from Wankesha to Cedarburg, in that State; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

A memorial asking a grant of land. to aid in the 
construction of a railroad from the Falls of St. 
Croix to Lake Superior; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

The VICE PRESIDENT also presented the 
memorial of a National Railroad Convention, as- 
sembled at St. Louis, Missouri, in October, 1849, 
asking the adoption of measures for constructing a 
national railroad and electric telegraph, and estab- 
lishing a line of military posts across the central 
portion of the United States from the Mississippi 
river to the Pacific ocean. 

On motion by Mr. BENTON, it was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Mr. PHELPS presented the memorial of the 
heirs and legal representatives of F. W. Geyer, 
asking indemnity for French spoliations prior to 
the year 1800; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. : 

Mr. SEBASTIAN, presented the petition of 


| Thos. Johnson and John B. Johnson, asking the 


reimbursement of expenses incurred in defending 
a defective title to certain lands derived from the 
Government; which was referred to the Committee 
of Claims. ` a 
Mr. BERRIEN presented the memorial of the 
widow and heirs of Abraham Lasportas, asking 
indemnity for French spoliations prior to 18003 
which was ordered to lie on the. table. eee ise 


Mr. ATCHISON: presented’ a memoriat’o 
“Legislature of the State of, Missouriin fa 
the construction ofa central national railro 
the Pacific to the Mississippi; ‘which was laid: 
the table and ordered to be printed. = 55s: 
Mr. A. also presented the memorial of the Gen- 
erals Assembly of the State of Missouri in favor 
of a grant of land to the teamsters who served in 
the Mexican war;.which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to: be 
printed, 7 5 A 
Mr. A. also presented the memorial of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the State of Missouri, asking a 
donation of land for the improvement of the navi»: 
gation of White river; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands and ‘ordered to be 
printed. k 
Mr. A. also presented a memorial from the Gén- 
eral Assembly of the State of Missouri, in relation: 
to the preémption law; which was referred to. the 
Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be 
printed. : aa TE Sg 
Mr. A. also presented a memorial of the Gene 
Assembly of the State of Missouri, asking an ape : 
propriation of two hundred ‘thousand dollars, to 
be expended in reclaiming the New Madrid tands. 
by making a suitable levee; which was referred tó 
the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered tò 
be printed. : z 
` Mr. A. also presented a memorial of the General 
Assembly of the State of Missouri, in-favor of 
granting lands, in quantities of not less than forty 
‘acres, to every person who is the head of a family 
not owning other land; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands, and ordered. to bè. 
printed. f E 7 
Mr. A. also presented á memorial of ‘the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the State of Missouri, asking a 
donation of land for the improvement of Current. 
river; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. i 
Mr. A. also presented a mémorial of the General : 
Assembly of the State of Missouri, ‘respecting: 
school lands, and for other purposes; which ‘was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and 
ordered to be printed. fae ee ers 
_ Mr. A. also presented-a memorial: of the Gen~. 
eral Assembly of the State of Missouri, asking a 
pension for the soldiers in the militia‘service in the: 
war of 1812; which'was referred to the Committee ' 
on Pensions, and ordéred to be printed, 0 ee . 
Mr. A. also presented a memorial of the Gen- : 
eral Assembly of the State of Missouri, in favor of 
granting the right of way through the: public 
länds of the United States to the Missouri. and 
Mississippi Railroad Company. and donating alter- 
nate séctions to aid in constructing eaid road; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. ose 80 pare eae eas 
Mr. A. algo presented the memorial of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of said: State, asking an extension 
of the southwestern boundary of Missouri, and 
the extinguishment of the Indien title to certain 
lands; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 


MISSOURI RESOLUTIONS ON SLAVERY. 


Mr. ATCHISON presentéd resolutions passed 
by the General Assembly of the State of Missouri; 
on the subject-of slavery, and he asked that i 
be read and printed. They are as follows: ~ 


Resolved, by the General Assembly of the State of Missouri, 
tst. That the Federal Constitutionswas the result of a com- 
promise between. the conflicting interests of the States 
which formed it, and in no part of that instrament is to be 
found any delegation of power. to. Congress ‘to legislate on 
the subject of slavery, excepting some special provisions 
having in view the prospective abolition of the African slave 
trade, and for the recovery. of fugitive slaves. Any attempt, 
therefore, on the part of Congress,to legislate on-the subject 
so as to affect the institution of slavery in the States, in the 
District of Columbia,: or it the ‘Territories, is, to say the 
least, a violation of the principle upon which that instra- 

foundéd.:. bey 
Ode Toat the Territories acquired by the blood and treas- 
ure of the whole nation ought to be governed for the com- 
mon benefit of the’ citizens of all the States; and any or- 
ganization of: the territoria} governments excluding the 
eiigensof any part of the Union-from removing to such 
Territories. with their property would be an exercise of 


power by Congress inconsistent with the spitit upon which 
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our federal compact'was based, insulting to the. sovereignty 

and. dignity of the States thus affected, calculated. to alien- 
ate one pottion of the Union from another, and tending 
ultimately to disunion: SEAR EET te £ 
> 3d. That this General Assembly regard the conductof the | 
northern States on the subject: of slavery as releasing the | 
slaveholding. States from all further adherence to the basis | 
of compromise fixed’ on by the act of Congress of the 6th 
of March, 1620, even if such act-ever did impose ny obliga- 
tion upon the, slaveholding States, and authorizes them to 
insist on. their rights under the Constitution; but, for the 
sake of harmony, and for the preservation of our: Federal 
Union, they will still sanction. the application of- the. pria- 
ciple of the Missouri compromise to the-recent territorial 
acquisitions, if by such’ concession future aggression upon 
the equal rights of the States may be ‘arrested, and the 
spirit of-anti-slavery fanaticism be extingnished~ 

Ath. The right to probibit slavery.ia any Territory. belongs 
exclusively to the people thereof, and can only be exercised 
by them in forming their constitution for a State. govern- 
ment, or ini their sovereign capacity as an ‘independent 

tate. : : : | 

5th. Thatin the event of the passage of any act conflict- 
ing with the principles herein expressed, Missouri will be 
found in hearty coöperation with the slavehoiding States in 
such nfeasures as may be deemed necessary for our mutual 
protection against the encroachments of northern fanati- 
cism. i 

_ 6th. ‘That our Senators in Congress be instructed, and our 
Representatives be requested, to act in conformity with the | 
foregoing resolutions. 

Resolved by the. House of Representatives, (the Senate con- | 
curring therein,) That the Secretary of State be required to 
transmita copy of the resolutions passed at this session of 
the General Assembly on the subject of slavery tothe Exec- 
utive of each of the States of the Union, with the request 
that the satne be laid before each of their respective Legis- | 
lntures, and also a copy to. each of our Senators and Repre- ; 
sentatives in Congress. [Approved Mareh 10th, 1849. 


The resolutions having been read by the Secre- | 
tary— i 
Mr. BENTON. This is the proper time for: 
me to say, what I believe to be the fact, that these 
resolutions do not represent the sentiments of the 
people of Missouri., They are a law-abiding and 
a Union-loving. people, and have no idea of enter- 
ing into combinations to. resist or intimidate the 
legislation of Congress. The General Assembly 
has mistaken the sentiment of the State in adopt- 
ing these resolutions; and many members who 
voted for them, and the Governor who signed 
them, have since disavowed and repudiated them. 
I do not discuss these resolutions at this time. 
That discussion is no part of my present object. 
I speakiof the pledge which they contain, and call 
it a mistake; and say, that whatever may be the | 
wishes or the opinions of the people of Missouri 
on the subject. of the extension or non-extension. | 
of slavery to the Territories, they have no idea of 
resisting any act of Congress on: the subject. | 
They abide the law, when it comes, be it what it | 
may, subject to the decision of the ballot-box and | 
the judiciary. : i 
I concur with the people of Missouri in this | 
view of their duty, and believe it to be the only | 
course consistent with the terms and intention of 
our Constitution, and the only one which can save 
this Union from the fate of all the confederacies | 
which have successively appeared and disappeared 
in the history of nations. Anarchy among the 
members, and not tyranny in the head, has been 
the rock on which all such confederacies have split. | 
The authors of our present form of government | 
knew the danger of this rock, and they endeav- i 
i 
i 
| 


f 
i 
\ 


ored to provide against it. They formed a Union || 
—-nota league—a Federal Legislature to act upon || 
persons, not upon States; and they provided peace- | 
ful remedies for all the questions which could arise || 
between the people and the Government. They 
provideda Federal judiciary to execute the Federal 
jaws when found to be constitutional, and popular 
elections to repeal them when found to be bad. 
They formed a government in which the law and 
the popular will, and not the sword, was to decide 
questions; and they looked upon the first resort to 
the sword for the decision of such questions as the 
death of the Union. 

The old Confederation was a league, with a le- 
gislature acting upon sovereignties, without power 
to enforce its decrees, and without union except at 
the will of the parties. It was powerless for gov- 
ernment, and a rope of sand for union? It was to 
escapè from that helpless and tottering govern- 
ment that the present Constitution was formed; 
and no less than ten numbers of the Federalist— | 
from the tenth to the twentieth—were devoted to | 
the defects of the old system, and the necessity of 
the new one. I will read some extracts from these 
numbers, the joint product of Hamilton and Mad- 
ison,.to: show the difference between the league 
which: we abandoned andthe Union which we 
formed—the dangers of the former and the bene- } 


fits of the latter—that ay 

olutions of the Generat Assembly of. Missouri, if 
carried -out to their conclusions, carry back this 
Union to the league of the Confederation—make it 
a rope of sand, and the sword the arbiter between 
the federal head and'its members. ` 

„Mra Bothen-read .as-follows: .. 


The great and radical yice,.in the structure of the exist- 
ing*Confederation, is in.the principle of legislation for States 
or Governments, in their corporate or collective capacities, 
and as contradistinguished from the individuals of which 
they consist. Though this principle does not run through 
all:the powers delegated: to the Union, yet, it pervades and 
governs those on which the efficacy of the rest depenils. 
The consequence of this is, that, though in theory constitu- 
tionally binding on the members:of the Union, yet in prae- 
tice they are mere recommendations, which the States ob- 
serve or disregard at iheir option. Government implies the. 
power of makirg laws. ` Itis essential to he idea of a law 
that it be attended with a sanction, or, in other words, a 
penal'y or punishment for disobedience. This penalty, 
whatever it may be, can only be inflicted in two ways—hy 
the agency ofthe courts and ministers of justice, or by mili- 
tary force; by the coercion of the magistracy, or by the co- 
ercion of arms. The first kind can evidently apply ouly to 
man; the fast kind muat of necessity be emp oved against 
bodies politic, ur communities, or States. It is evident there 
is no process of a court by which their observance of the 
laws cap, in the last resort, be enforced. Sentences may 
be denounced against them for violations of their duty; but 
these sentences can only be carried into execution by the 
sword. In an association where the general authority is 
confined to the collective podies of the communities that 
compose it, every breach of the la:vs must involve a state of | 
war, and military exeeution must become the only instru 
ment of civil obedience, Such a state of things can cer- 
tainly not deserve the name of vovernment, nor would any į 
prudent man choose to commit his happiness to it.” 


Of the certain destruction of the Union when 
the sword is once drawn between the members of 
a Union and their head, they speak -thus: 


«When the sword is once drawn, the. passions of men 
observe no bounds of moderation. The suggestions of 
wounded pr:de, the instigations of irritated resentment, 
would be apt to carry the States, against which the arms of 
the Union were exerted, to any extremes necessary to 
avenge the affront, or to avoid the disgrace of submission. 
The first war of this kind would probably terminate ina 
dissolution of the Union.” 


Of the advantage and facility of the working of 
the Federal system, and its peaceful, efficient, and 
harmonious operation—if the Federal laws are 
made to operate upon citizens, and not upon States 
—they speak in these terms: ; 

“ But if the execution of the laws of the National Gov- 
ernment should not require the intervention of the State 
Legislatures; if'they were to pass into immediate operation 
upon the citizens themselves, the particular governments 
could not interrupt their progress without an open and vio- 
lent exertion of unconstitutional power. They would be 
obliged to act, and in such manner.as would leave no doubt 
that they had encroached on the national rights. An ex- | 
periment of this nature would always be hazardous in the 


| face of a constitution in any degree competent to its own 


defence, and of a people enlightened enough to distinguish 
between a legal exercise and an illegal usurpation of author- 
ity. The suecess of it would require not merely a factious 
majority in the Legislature, but the concurrence of the 
courts of justice, and of the body of the people. If the 
judges were not embarked in a conspiracy with the Legisla- 
ture, they would pronounce the resolutions of such a ma- 
jority to be coutrary to the supreme law of the land, uncon- 
stitutional and void. Ifthe people were not tainted with 
the spirit of their State representatives, they, asthe natural 


| guardians of ihe Constitution, would throw their weigit into 


the national scale, aud give it a decided preponderance in 
the contest,?? 


Of the ruinous effects of these civil wars among 
the members of a Republican Confederacy, and | 
their disastrous influence upon the cause of civil 
liberty itselfthroughout the world, they thus speak: 


& It is impossible to read the history of the petty republics 
of Greece and Italy, without feeling sensations of disgust 
and horror atthe distractions with which they were continu- 
ally agitated, and at the rapid succession of revolutions by 
which they were kept continnally vibrating between the ex- 
tremes of tyranny and anarchy. From the disorders which 
disfigure the annals of those republics, the advocates of des- 
postism have drawn arguments, not only against the forms i 
of republican government, but against the very principles of 
civil Hberty. They have decried all free government as in- 
consistent with the order of society, and have indulged 
themselves in malicious exultation over its friends and par- 
tisans.”? 

And again they say: 

«It must carry its agency to the persons of the citizens. I) 
must stand in need of no intermediate legislation ; but must 
itself be empowered to employ the arm of the ordinary ma- 

` gistrate to execute its own resolutions, The majesty of the 
national authority must be manifested through the medium 
of the courts of justice.”? X 


After reading these extracts, Mr. B. said: It 


| was to get rid of the evils of the old Confederation 


that the present Union was formed; and, having 
formed it, they who formed it undertook to make 
it perpetual, and for that purpose had recourse to 
all the sanctions held sacred among men—com- 


+ mands, prohibitions, oaths. The States were forbid 


be seen that the res- 


to form compacts or agreements with each other; 


the constitution and the laws made in pursuance 
of it, were declared to be ‘the supreme law of the 
land; and all authorities, State and Federal, legis- 
lative, executive, and judicial, were to be sworn to 
support it. The resolutions which have been read 
contradict all this, and the General: Assembly mis- 
took their own powers as much as they mistook: 
the sentiments: of the people of Missouri when 
they adopted them. ; AT 

This is all that I shall say at present.. I. make 
no objection to. the reception or printing of these 
resolutions. My only object, at present, isto make. 
and-save the two points; first, that the General 
Assembly mistook the sentiments of the people of 
Missocri in adopting these resolutions; secondly 
that-they mistook their own powers in doing so. 

Mr. ATCHISON. As no objection has been 
taken to the printing of the resolutions, Í have but 
one word to say; and that is merely to express an 
opinion that the people. of- the State of Missouri, 
when the time arrives, will prove to all. mankind 
that every sentiment contained jn these resolutions 
from first to last will be sustained by them. 
. The question then being taken upon the motion 
to print, it was agreed to. 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 

On motion by Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, 

Ordered, ‘That the petition and papers of H. L. Kendriek, 
be taken from the files and referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

On motion by Mr. UNDERWOOD, 

Ordered, That: the: petition of John S. Devlin, adminis- 
trator of Elijah J. Weed, late Quartermaster in the Marines, 
be withdrawn from the files and referred to the Committee 
of Claims. 

On motion by Mr. UNDERWOOD, 

Ordered, That the petition and papets of John Mackall 
be taken from the files and referred to the Committee of 
Claims. ` 
On motion by Mr. PHELPS, 


Ordered, That the papers in relation to the claims of 
Joseph Watson -be taken from the files and referred to the 
Comuittee on Indian Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. BELL, ` 


Ordered, That the memorial of the Cherokee Nation, ask- 
ing the decision of the United States upon certain questions: 
referred to its arbitrament by the treaty of August, 1846, be 
ye fromthe files and referred to the Committee on Indian 

airs. : ; 


On motion by Mr. MASON, : 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of General Roger 
Jones be withdrawn from the files and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. FELCH, 


Ordered, That the papers relating to the claim of Captain 
Gilbert Knapp be withdrawn from the files and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. i 


BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 

Mr. YULEE, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill to amend the sev- 
eral acts establishing district courts of the United 
States in the State of Florida, and.to provide for 
writs of error and appeal from said courts; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. JONES, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill to grant a certain 


| quantity of land to the State of Iowa, for the pur- 


pose of aiding said State to construct a railroad 
from Dubuque to Keokuck; which was: read a 
first and.second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committe on Public Lands. . 

Mr. ATCHISON, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bil entitled “ An 
act granting the right of way to the State of Mis- 
souri, and a portion of the public land for making 
a railroad from Hannibal to Saint Joseph; which” 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 2 

Mr. BORLAND, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to divide the 
district of Arkansas into two judicial districts; 
which was read a first and second time by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, asked and obtained 
leave to introduce a bill to increase the efficiency 
of the army by a retired list for disabled officers; 
which was read a first and second time by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, in pursuancefof 
notice, also asked and obtained leave to. introduce 
a bill granting to the State of Mississippi the right 
of way and a donation of public land for the pur- 
pose of locating and constructing a railroad from 
Brandon to the eastern border of said State, in the 
direct line of Montgomery, Alabama; which was 
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read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. o soco ien o a 

Mr. DOUGLAS asked:and:obtained leave, in 
pursuance of notice, to introduce a bill granting: 
the right of way and a donation of public lands to: 
the State of [linois, to-aid in the. construction of 
the Central Railroads. which was: read a first.and 
second time by-its title; and referred to the. Com: 
mittee on Public Lands, and ordered to-be:printed: 

‘NOTICES OF BILLS. * f 

Mr. SEBASTIAN gave. notice that he would 
to-morrow,.or some day thereafter, ask leave to 
introduce bills with the following titles, to wit: 

A bill for the relief of Joseph P. Williams; 

A bill for the relief of Miles Knowlton; and 

A bill concerning donation claims to land in the | 
State of Arkansas. | 

Mr. FELCH gave notice that he would ask 

. leave, at an early day, to introduce a bill to reduce 
the minimum price of mineral lands in the Lake 
Superior district, in Michigan, and in the Chip- 
pewa district, in Wisconsin. 

Mr. YULEE gave notice that at an. early day 
he would ask leave to introduce a bill providing a 
retired list for the navy. . 

Mr. BORLAND gave notice that he would ask 
leave to-morrow to introduce a bill.to revive a por- 
tion of an act for.the relief of widows of deceased- 
soldiers. ; : : 

Mr. BADGER gave notice of his intention to | 
ask leave to introduce a bill to direct the payment 
to the State of North Carolina of the sum of 
$9,382 43, with interest thereon, for moneys ad- 
vanced and transportation furnished to the North 
Carolina volunteers in the recent war with Mexico. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, gave notice of his in- | 
tention to bring in a bill granting to the State of | 
Alabama a right of way and a donation of public į 
lands, to aid in the construction of a railroad from j 
Selma, on the Alabama river, to Gunter’s Landing, 
on the Tennessee. i 

Mr. MASON gave notice of his intention to ask | 
leave to introduce a bill to provide for the more | 
effectual execution of the third clause of the second | 
section fourth article of the Constitution of the | 
United States. 


Mr. MASON said that the title of the bill did | 
not disclose its purpose, but he would state that its 
object was to provide additional accommodation to 
the owners of slaves in securing them upon their | 
capture in other States. It was a bill reported at 
the last Congress by the Committee on the Judici- 
ary, and he desired to introduce it for the purpose | 
of again referring it to that committee. | 

Mr. DICKINSON gave notice of his intention | 
to ask leave to introduce a bill. to provide for the | 
establishment of a branch mint of the United States | 
in the city of New York. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Finance,, 
to whom was referred a joint resolution suspending” 
for a limited time the limitation upon the expense 
of collecting. the revenue from customs, reported 
the same with amendments. - - 

On motion by Mr. PHELPS, os 

Ordered, That the said resolution be the order of the day 
for to-morrow. ` > 

Mr. NORRIS, from the Committee of Claims 
to which was referred the following resolution, to 

abe | 
Y Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be authorized to | 
employ a clerk, and that he be allowed such rate ofcompen- | 
sation as is usually allowed in such cases; 
reported the same without amendment, and recom- | 
mended its adoption; which was agreed to. 

Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to which was referred the motion to print the | 


next. : 
Mr. PHELPS. 


enue, all will concede demands the action of Con- 
gress at as early a period as possible. It was with 
this view that I made the motion for making. that 


| resolution the special order of the day for to-mor- 


row. The condition of the whole treasury system 
calls imperiously for very early action on the part 
of Congress. If the Senate adjournover till Mon- 
day, | know not when it will be possible to come 


il atit, and I indulged the hope that§making it the 


special order for to-morrow would enable. us to 
ae some action upon it without unnecessary 
elay. j 

Mr. BADGER. Atthe time I made the motion 
to adjourn over I was not aware of the circum- 
stance that the resolution of the gentleman had 
been made the special order for to-morrow. I cer- 
tainly deem it important that the Senate should 
decide upon the subject embraced in that joint res- 
olution, one way or the other. _ I am not desirous 
of pressing a motion of this kind to the prevention 
of any necessary business. I will, therefore, with- 
draw the motion. 

Mr. HALE. I want to inquire if the resolution 
of the honorable gentleman from Vermont has 
been ordered to be printed. It certainly ought to 
be printed. 

Mr. PHELPS. 
of course. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 1t appears to me 
that the day named for the consideration of the 
resolution is too early a day. The intervening 
period is far too short where a question of so much 
importance is concerned. There are perhaps but 
few persons, save those who are members of the 
Finance Committee, who are sufficiently acquainted 
with the present condition of the treasury and the 
| revenue system, as it has been carried on in dif- 


It will be printed asa matter 


li ferent parts of the United States, to be able to tell 


what expenditures have been made in the last four 
years, and what the necessary and unavoidable 
expenses of collecting the revenue are. It seems 
to me that we shall-be betterenabled to decide this 
matter after a report shall have been made on the 
subject. When. we shall have had time to read 
that report and see what the expenditure has been, 
we shall be better able to determine what amount 
will be necessary hereafter. 

Mr. PHELPS. The honorable Senator from 
| Mississippi will excuse me for saying that I think 
he misapprehends the purport of this resolution. 
The proper time for. the consideration which. the 
Senator desires to give to the subject, will be when 
we come to propose the appropriation. The òb- 
ject of the present resolution 1s merely to relieve 
the department until Congress can examine the 
subjectand make the proper appropriation. When- 
ever the appropriation is proposed, gentlemen can 
take all proper time for an examination of the 
subject. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I did not mistake 
the purpose of the gentleman from Vermont, nor 
the object of the resolution when he first intro- 
duced it. It was to Suspend the operation of the 
law which restricts the amount of the expenditure 
in the collection of revenve until the department 
might have an opportunity to report to us whether, 
in their opinion, the reduction could be advanta- 


memorial of Hall J. Kelly, reported against the | 
printing of the same; which was agreed tos i 

The Senate proceeded to consider the following 
resolution, submitted by Mr. Sepasrian on the 
24th ultimo, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to com- 
municate to the Senate capies of the report and map of the 
survey of the route from Fort Smith, Arkansas, to Santa Fé, 
New Mexico, made under authority of the War Department, 
by Lieutenant Simpson, of the Corps of Topographical Bn- 
gineers, in 1649. 

MOTION TO ADJOURN TO MONDAY. 
Mr. BADGER. I know of nothing that is now | 
pending before the Senate, nor of the business be- | 
i 


i 
i 


tween the two Houses, which requires that the 
Senate should deviate from the.usual rule that is 


geously adhered to. To suspend the operation of 
the law is tantamount to repealing it finally; and I 
am sorry that my friends on that side should be 
go startled at a measure of economy of this kind 
that they will have nothing to do with it. Try it, 
gentlemen, before you condemn it, and see whether 
the expenditures may not be reduced without 
detriment to the public service. 

Mr. DICKINSON. Having been absent: from 
the Senate at the time when this resotution was 
offered, I have not participated in the proceedings 
in relation to it. A number of the members of 
the committee last evening agreed substantially to 
the proposition contained in this resolution. With- 


the present moment ofthe laws-relating to the rev- 


some little amendment that I suggested, I finally ! 


l assented to it with this ‘qualified view, 
many others. Having been’ absent mysel 
not make any.particular motion in. reference. to: 
I assented to its being reported, in order that-w: 
might have it before the Senate for consideration.. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. There is nowsno 
question before the Senate in relation to the reso~ 
ution. ; ig! 
Mr. HALE. I renew the motion made by the. 
Senator from North Carolina, that- when the Senate 
adjourns, it adjourn to.meet on Monday next, -., 
‘The question upon that motion was then. put, 
and upon a division it was negatived—ayes 21, 
noes 22. eati 


DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH AUSTRIA: 


Mr. CASS gave notice that he should to-morrow 
ask for the consideration of the resolution’ submit-. 
ted by him on the 24th ultimo,:as follows: oo < 

Resolved, That the Committee.on. Foreign ‘Relations be. 
instructed to inquire into the expedienéy of suspending di 
iomatic relations with Austria. f e : 


“TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENTS. © 


Mr. FOOTE. I rise to. notify the Senate that, 
on Monday next, I expect to ask for the consid-: 
eration of the resolution, now upon: the table,’ in- 
troduced by me, asserting the expediency ‘of es- 
tablishing at this session a territorial government’ 
for California, Deseret, and New Mexico.. I trust 
Senators will come prepared to give their views at 
that time, and that no opposition will then be made 
to its consideration. 

Mr. SEWARD moved that the resolutien sub= 
mitted by the Senator from Michigan, [Mr. Cass] 
with regard to the suspension of diplomatic inter- 
course with Austria, be printed; and also the resos: 
lution of the Senator from Mississippi, [Mri 
Foore,} with regard to providing a territorial 
government in California, Deseret, and New Mex- 
ico. era 

Mr. HALE. Wilithe Senator from New York 
withdraw his motion so far as relates to the reso=' 
lution of the Senator from Mississippi, in order- ` 
that I may offer an amendment witha view to have’ 
it printed with the resolution ? pee 

Mr. CASS. I did not‘ask for the printing ‘of 
the resolution which I offered.: It was only a-line 
and a half. I trust it is impressed upon the hearts 
of ‘all the Senators. “ POEUN how” A ee 

Mr. SEWARD. | It-is not on mine. 
on my memory at least. ` 

The VICE PRESIDENT, The Senator from 
New York moves that the resolution presented by 
the Senator from.Michigan be printed. zits i 

Mr. CASS. Iam very much obliged ‘to the ` 


Itis not 


Senator from New York. I will second the mo- 


tion. ý 

Mr. SEWARD. I make:the same motion with 
reference to the resolution of the Senator from 
Mississippi. ` 

Mr. HALE. I shall be prepared with an 
amendment, if the Senator will defer that motion 
for a few minutes. ale et 

Mr. FOOTE. I must be permitted to express 
my acknowledgments to the Senator from New ` 
York for his extreme complaisance in moving to 
print my resolution. J am so much penetrated 
with it that I shall embrace the earliest opportu ` 
nity to show the regard I entertain’ for . the favor 
by treating him according to the lex talionis. 

Mr. HALE then moved to amend by adding the - 
following: ; he ata Pee 

«Securing to the inhabitants of those Territories all the 
privileges and liberties secured to ‘the inhabitants of the 
Northwest Territory by the. ordinance of July 13, 1787.9? 

Mr. FOOTE. If-it-be not-qut of order, 1 beg 
leave to remark that {should certainly have intro- 
duced the phrasfology:of the amendment of the | 
gentleman kän New. Hampshire into the original 
resolution if I had supposed that the inhabitants of 
those Territories would not have all the privileges ` 
and liberties securred to them under the Constitu~ 


tion of the “United States, that-could be possibly ` 
secured by extending to the region which they 
‘occupy tbe ordinance of 1787. ‘But being of a: 
-wholly different opinion from ‘the Senator from 


p 


os 


New Hampshire, b did not think it proper to in- 


troduce any such language into:‘the resolution, and 
shall ofcourse vote against the amendment of the 

éntleman, because I deem it wholly ‘unnecessary 
fn addition; L-may be indulged in a single remark. 
If the Senator from New Hampshire were as well 
informed on ‘this ‘subject now as others are, who 
have had ‘better opportunities for: information, or 


as he will assuredly: bein aday or two, he would: 


not doubt that if such a provision.as-he suggests 
were‘adopted by the Senate, in ary sefficient ‘and 
‘obligatory form, it would, instead of extending 
new: liberties and privileges to our fellow-citizens 
now?resident in those Territories, or even gratify- 
ing local feelings, be the imposition upon them of 
disabilities, and a råde and overbearing violation 
of matured public sentiment in al least two thirds 
of the new Territories, which would be justly re- 
garded as oppressive, tyrannical, and eminently 
subversive of popular freedom. When the Sena- 
tor learns the true state of the public mind in those 
distant parts of the Republic, he will find that he 
and his associates are laboring for the benefit of 
people, whose strongest desire is to be relieved now 
and hereafter from the mischievous effects of their 
unsolicited friendship and their burdensome pa- 
tronage. It will be for him then to determine 
whether he will persist in imposing the yoke of 
the Wilmot proviso upon the necks of freemen, 
jealous of their true liberties, and anxious to avoid 
‘all connection with a fierce controversy which has 
already shaken the solid fabric of the Republic to 
its foundation. 

Mr. HALE. I am happy to find the Senator 
from Mississippi and myself looking to the ac- 
complishment 6f the same purpose; that is, to keep 
the yoke off the necks of the people. That is the 
object of my amendment; and now if the Senator 
from Mississippi means to go with me, and if the 
gentleman finds that we can keep off the yoke of 
slavery from the necks of freemen in a better man- 
ner, I shall be happy to follow his counsel and 
lead in this great object at which we are both aim- 
ing. Possibly we may misunderstand each other; 
and when we come to apply words to men and 
things, we may find we do not entirely agree; but 
certainly in the general propositions we both agree; 
that is, to remove. the yoke, to undo the heavy 
burden, and let the oppressed go free. And while 
up, I beg leave to congratulate my friends upon 
the able assistance we shall have from the efforts 
of the gentleman from Mississippi in accomplish- 
ing the great work we have in view. 

The printing of the resolutions was ordered. 


ELECTION OF CHAPLAINS. 


Mr. FOOTE moved the appointment of two 
Chaplains, of different denominations, to officiate 
alternately in the two Houses of Congress. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution, 
under the rule, lies upon the table one day. 

Mr. FOOTE. I hope there will be unanimous 
consent to the consideration of the resolution now. 

Mr. TURNEY. I have a memorial which I 
desire to present before any action is taken by the 
Senate upon the proposition. Task that it be re- 
ceived and read. 

The memorial was accordingly read by the Sec- 
retary. 

“ The memorial was very numerously signed by 
citizens of Tennessee, objecting to the appoint- 
ment.of Chaplains by Congress at the expense of 
Government, deeming it a serious evil, and 9 cus- 
tom which has.grown out of precedents. 

Mr. TURNEY. This memorial relates to a 
very important subject, and it is signed by a large 
number of respectable persons, whose views and 
opinions are entitled to consideration. I move 
that it be referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
eiary and be printed. 

Mr. DAYTON. I object. 

Mr. DOWNS. Ido not know why it should 
be referred to the Judiciary Committee. It seems 
to me that such a course is unusual, and I hope it 
may go to.a select committee. 

Mr. BUTLER. I-have no particular objection 
to its going to the Judiciary Committee, though ] 
hardly think we shall report on all the matters it 
contains; but, perhaps, it is more respectful to- 
wards the petitioners that it should be referred. 1 
am therefore inclined to favor the reference. 

Mr. FOOTE. Iam hardly inclined to vote for 
the- reference, unless my friend from Tennessee 
gan -give-an explanation upon one point, which I 


e 


Kope he can give, for:I did -not comprehend the 
memorial in all its bearings. `l believe it was not 
intended.in the slightest degree.toapply unfavorably 
to.our late Chaplain, (Mir. Suicer.) If this be the 
case, T-believe I shall vote for. its reference. 

Mr. TURNEY. -The memorialists know noth- 
ing-of:Mr. Secer: ‘They: thought the subject was 
one which: was worthy of the consideration of. the. 
Congress:of the United States. They-are highly 


‘respectable, and many of them ministers of. the 


Gospel of the most distinguished ability. The 


| memorial. is couched in respectful language.. It 


presents an important constitutional question for 
the consideration of Congress, and one which I 
think is worthy of consideration. With that view 
Ihave moved its reference to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee; and if, upon examination, they deem it 
unnecessary to take any action, they will make no 
report; but if, on the other hand, they think there 
should be some legislation, they will report a bill. 
I can conceive of no earthly objection that can be 
made to the reference of the memorial, on any 
grounds; and if the Judiciary Committee is the 
proper committee, as in my judgment it is, inas- 
much as a constitutional question, growing out of 
the power of Congress, is presented, and inasmuch 
as the memorial is couched in respectful language, 
and emanates from a highly respectable source, I 
ask its reference to that committee. 

Mr. DAYTON. I hope it may take any other 
destination than that which the gentleman seeks to 
give it. 1 am not aware of anything in the char- 
acter of the memorial. which makes it appropriate 


.that it should be considered by that committee. If 


it is to have any reference, it should go either to a 
special committee or to the. Committee on the 
Rules and Regulations of the Senate. I move 
that, for the present, it lie on the table. 

Mr. TURNEY. And be printed. 

Mr. DAYTON. No, sir; I move that, for the 
present, it lie onthe table. The motion to print 
goes to the Committee on Printing. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion is 
lay the memorial on the table. 

Mr. FOOTE. Was any opposition made to 
proceed to the consideration of the resolution? I 
understood there was no objection made. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair believes 
that an objection was made. 

Mr. TURNEY. I did not intend to offer any 
objection. = 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution then 
is under consideration. 

Mr. TURNEY. I must object, however, to 
proceeding with the consideration of the resolution 


to 


until the petition that I have presented shall have | 
been printed. My object was to present the me- | 


morial, in order that it might be considered at the 
same time with the resolution. 

Mr, FOOTE. I hope, under the circumstances 
of the case, that the motion to refer will not pre- 
vail, and that we will take some action upon the 
memorial at once. I move that it be laid on the 
table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is also moved 
that the motion to print be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Printing. 


Mr. MANGUM. I move to lay that motion on 
the table. 
Mr. TURNEY. I raise a question of order. I 


made. a motion to print. The rule itself refers 
that motion to the Committee on Printing, and 1 
contend that it cannot be laid on the table. 

Mr. MANGUM. I care wothing about a small 
matter of this sort, but Itake. it for. granted that 
no reference can be made to the Committee on 
Printing except upon motion, and no motion can 
be made without being subject to be laid upon the 
table. A 

Mr. TURNEY. I hope the rule will be read. 

Mr. FOOTE. I hope the Senator from North 
Carolina, in order to avoid controversy, will with- 
draw his motion to lay the motion to print on the 
table. 

Mr. MANGUM. Well, sir, I will withdraw it. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I beg leave to present a 
memorial similar in character to the one which 
has been presented by the Senator from Tennessee. 
As I do not wish to take up the time of the Senate 
in having it read, 1 will state that it is a petition 
which declares religion to be a matter exclusively 
between every citizen.of the land and his God, 
and not a proper subject for legislation. The me- 


morialists assert that.they:are sorely burdened by 
the ‘establishment of national chaplaincies, and 
that they regard it as neither: more ‘nor Jess than 
the establishment of a national religion.» I-meve 
that it take the same disposition which was-given 
to the memorial presented by the: Senator from 
Tennessee. Iwill. detain’ the Senate no longer 
than simply to-remark that I do not perceive the 
evil which the memorialists seem to apprehend. 

The petition was numerously signed by citizens 
of Maine, objecting to the appointment of chap- 
lains to Congress and in the army and navy, and 
suggesting that if members of Congress are dis- 
posed to pray; or if they are inclined to hire men 
to pray for them, they should do so on their own 
responsibility. f 

The memorial was laid on the table, and the 
question of printing referred to the Committee on 
Printing. 

Mr. FOOTE. As there has been such a variety 
of impediments thrown in the way of my reso- 
tion, I beg leave to withdraw it. 

The resolution was withdrawn accordingly. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE OF REPRESENT- 


e ATIVES. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Camrsext, their Clerk, 
announcing that the Speaker of the House had 
signed an enrolled bill extending the privilege of 
franking letters and packages to Sarah Polk. 

The VICE PRESIDENT having signed the 
same, it was delivered to.the committee to be pre- 
sented to the President of the United States for his 
signature. 


REMOVAL OF POSTMASTERS. 
Mr. DICKINSON submitted the following res- 
olution, which lies over under the rule: f 


Resolved, That the Postmaster General be requested to. 
inform the Senate whether, by himself or his assistants, he 
has at any time removed, -or attempted to remove, before the 
expiration of the term for which be was commissioned, by 
the appointment of a successor, or in any other manner, and 
how, any deputy postmaster orjpostmasters who held appoint- 
ments under the President of the United States, made by ana 
with the consent of the Senate, under and in pursuance of 
the law of Congress entitled “ An act to change the organi- 
zation of the Post Office Department, and to provide more 
effectually for the settlement of the accounts thereof,’ apr- 
proved 2d of July, 1836; and if any such removal or removals 
have been made or attempted, that he specify the number, 
the names of the officers, and the offices they held respeet- 
ively; and also that he inform the Senate whether, in his 
own name or that of either of his assistants, and which of 
them he has appointed, or claims the authority to appoint, 
or attempted to appoint, persons to fill the vacancies thus 
created, and issued to them letters of appointment, commis- 
sions, or either, and which of them, and whether more than 
one of each or either was issued to the same appointee, and 
to whom or to what office or offices, and the reasons tbere- 
for; and that a copy of such letters of appointment and 
commission. be furnished, if in his power, and if not, the 
substance thereof, including names, dates, and signatures 5 
and further, whether he has attempted, and by what means, 
to enforce any such removal ; and if such power of removal 
and appointment, or either, have been exercised or attempt- 
ed, that he farther inform the Senate imder and by virtue of 
what authority of law the same hag been done or the right 
claimed. j 


RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. 
On motion by Mr. BELL, 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com- 
municate to the Senate the estimates of Col. Long, of the 
Corps of Topographical Engineers, and the amount of money 
necessary to repair the breach in the dam at the head of 
Cumberland islang, in the Ohio river. 


On motion by Mr. SEWARD, - 


. Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Printing be authorized 
to suspend the publication of any part of the report of Doctor 
Jackson, made to the Secretary ofthe Interior, which relates 
to a machine at Bristol, and the premature publication of 
which would, in their judgment, be injurious to the inter- 
ests of an American inventor seeking a patent for such ma~ 
ehine in any foreign country. 


On motion by Mr. SOULE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the practicability and expense of deepening 
the northeast pass of the Mississippi river. 

On motion by Mr. PHELPS, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 
and, after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Faway, January 4, 1850, 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 


. OFFICERS OF THE, HOUSE, 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsyivania, rose to in- 


quire of the Speaker what would be the order of 


1850. 


sE. 


business under the resolution: heretofore adopted 
in relation to the election: ofa Clerk ? k 
The SPEAKER said, that in the opinion of. the 
Chair, the business first in order would be the ex- 
ecution of the order in relation to the election of 
officers. of the House, yo 
Mr. THOMPSON.. Then no motion is neces- 


sary. aus 
The SPEAKER said, he thought not... < 

Mr. CHANDLER ‘presented ‘the memorial of 
John S. Littel, contesting the seat of Jóns Ros- 
BINS, jr., of Pennsylvania; which was referred to 
the Committee of Elections. © 
_ The SPEAKER. . The business first in order 
is the execution of the order of the House in re- 
lation to the election of officers. = 

Mr. WHITE inquired of the Speaker, whether 
the resolution made this business the special order 
Pr any other day than that named in the resolu- 
ion? 

The SPEAKER said, that the terms of the res- 
olution, as he now remembered them, confined the 
order to yesterday. The question was one, how- 
ever, which related to the organization of the 
House. As such, in the opinion of the Chair, it 
had. precedence over other business, and would 
come up as the unfinished. business of yesterday. 

Mr. WHITE suggested that the House was al- 
ready organized. A Speaker had been elected, and 
there was a Clerk who held over until another 
should be elected. He thought that, under a 
proper construction of the rule, this was no longer 
the special order. He desired to give notice of a 
bill; and, if the special order came up, he could 
not do so. 

The SPEAKER said, that under the rule of the 
House the gentleman could enter his notice at any 
time. 

Mr. HAMPTON, of Pennsylvania, said, that 
as a number of members were absent, he would 
move, for the purpose of enabling absent gentle- 
men to participate in the election of officers, that | 
the further consideration of the subject be post- 
poned until Monday next. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, asked the | 
yeas and nays on the question of postponement; 
which were ordered. i 

Mr. WILSON addressed the Speaker. | 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, inquired | 
whether there was not a rule requiring a vote of | 
two thirds to postpone the execution of the order? 

The SPEAKER said, that the vote of a majori- 
ty only was required. 

Mr. WILSON then said, jhar yesterday evening 
the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Avererr] had 
received a telegraphic dispatch, informing. him that 
sickness in his family required his immediate 
presence at home. On that gentleman’s applica- 
tion, he (Mr. W.) had consented to pair off with 
him; and, for that reason, he should decline an- 
swering to his name. 

The question on the motion of Mr. Hampron 
was then taken, and decided in the affirmative— 
yeas 98, nays 97—as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Anderson, 
Ashmun, Bennett, Bokee, Breck, Briggs, Burrows, Chester 
Butler, Thomas B. Butler, J. P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, 
Casey, Chandler, Clingman, Cole, Conger,Corwin, Crowell, 
Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duncan, Durkee, A. Evans, N. 
Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Giddings, Goodenow, Gott, Grin- | 
nell, Haltoway, Hampton, Hay, Raymond, Hebard, Henry, 
Holmes, Houston, Howe, Hunter, Jackson, Jas. L. Johnson, 
Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. King, John A. 
King, Preston King, Levin, H. Mann, Marshall, Matteson, 
MeGaughey, McKissock, F. E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, 
Morehead, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Pitman, 
Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Root, Rose, 
Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, 
Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, A. H. Ste- 
phens, T. Stevens, Taylor, John B. Thompson, Toombs, 
Tuck, Underhill, Vinton, Watkins, White, Williams, Wii- 
mot, and Winthrop—98. g 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Bay, Beale, Bingham, 
Bissell, Booth, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, 
William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, Joseph Cable, George A. | 
Caldwell, Cartter, Cleveland, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Dim- 
mick, Disney, Doty, Dunham, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, | 
Fuller, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, flackett, Hall, Hamilton, 
Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, Harmanson, Isham G. Harris, 
Sampson W. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Hubbard, Inge, 
Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kanfman, La 
Sare, Leffler, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, McClernand, | 
McDonald, McDowell, McLanahan, Robert M. McLane, 
McMullen, McQueeh, McWillie, Meade, Miller, Mullson, | 
Morris, Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, 
Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Sav- 
age, Sawielle, Seddon, F. P. Stanton, R. H. Stanton, Stet-_| 
son, Strong, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, 


i 
i 
l 
H 


Wiliam Thompson, Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, 
Welborn, Whittlesey, Wood, Woodward, and Young—97. 


The SPEAKER announced that the further con- 


r A 
-The SPEAKER then announced that the first 
business in order would be the call of committees 
for reports. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, rose and 


said, he insisted that under the rule. of the House 


the Speaker should vote; (that is to say, on the 
question of postponement just decided.) 

The SPEAKER. The question has been de- 
cided. : ae 
[To make the point raised by Mr. Trompson 
intelligible to the general reader, itshould be stated 
that there is a rule of the House prescribing the 
cages in which the Speaker shall or may vote. 
That rule is in the following words: . 

“In all cases of election by the House, the Speaker 
shall vote; in other cases he shall not vote, unless the House 
be equally divided, or unless his vote, if given to the minor- 
ity, will make the decision equal; and in case of such equal 
division, the question shall be lost.”’] 

Mr. THOMPSON said he supposed that any 
member might insist on the Speaker’s voting when’ 
his vote would affect the result. , 

The SPEAKER. The result has been an- 
nounced. It is too late for the Speaker to vote. 

Mr. WILLIAMS rose to inquire of the Speaker 
whether it would be in order to present petitions? 

The SPEAKER said it was not now in order 
to call for petitions. During the first thirty days 
of the session, the presentation of petitions was in 
order every day. But that time had expired. 

Mr. WILLIAMS said he was under the im- 
pression that the spirit of the rule was, that pe- 
titions should be presented for thirty days after 
the organization of the House. 

The SPEAKER said that the language of the 
resolution was otherwise. It was ‘the first thirty 
days of the session.”” 

Mr. WILLIAMS said he had some petitions 
which he had not had an opportunity of present- 
ing, and which he was anxious now to present. 

The SPEAKER said the petitions could go in to 
the Clerk’s table at any time under the rule. 

The conversation ended. 

Mr. WINTHROP (imperfectly. heard in the 
distance) was understood to say, that he had un- 
derstood the Chair as deciding that the first thirty 
days of the session had expired, and that, there- 
fore, it was not in order to present petitions every 
day—that the rule prescribing that petitions should 
be called for every day during the first thirty days 
was no longer in operation. It seemed to him 
(Mr. W.) that a parliamentary question was in- 
volved in this decision—the question whether 
there was any session of the House whilst there 
was no Speaker—whether the House could be 
said to be in session, as contemplated by the Con- 
stitution of the United States or the rules of the 
House, whilst there was no organization. 

According to an old maxim of the civil law—a 
maxim dear to us as republicans, and to freemen all 
over the world—every interpretation should be 
made in favor of liberty, of freedom, and of the 
rights of the people. And it seemed to him that the 
Chair would do well to consider whether this same 
right of petition, which was intended to be main- 
tained and vindicated by the rule. of the House 
which allowed thirty days for their introduction, 
was to be doneaway with by the construction now 
given to it—that the House was in session when 
there was no Speaker and no organization, and that 
the right had been exercised during a period when 
there was in fact no power to exercise it. He would 
not make the formal question of order; he would 
merely call the attention of the Chair to it, so that 
if the decision had not been made deliberately, or 
if the Speaker desired to look into the precedents, 
he might have an opportunity of doing so. + 

After an inquiry by Mr. OHNSON, of Ten- 
nessee, on the point whether there was not a rule 
under which every member could file his petitions-- 

Mr. STANLY, with entire respect (he said) to 
the Chair, and in order that the important point 
involved in the decision of the Speaker might be 
settled by the House, appealed from the decision. 

Mr. McCLERNAND took the floor. 

The SPEAKER said that the question, as it re- 
lated to the construction of a rule concerning the 
order of business, was not debatable. The ques- 
tion was on the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. McCLERNAND said, he had risen to say 
afew words in reply to the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr. WINTRROP.] — a 


sideration of the subject was postponed until Mon- | 


= 


‘The SPEAKER repeated ‘that the appeal w. 
not ‘debatable. The géntleman-from Massachu- 
setts [Mr. Winrnror] had made n Ë 
the appeal; . but had merely.suggeste 
general -acquiescence.-of the House, & 
order for the consideration of the Chair... < 

Mr. SCHENCK: called for. the ‘reading of, 
last clause of the rule referred to by the gentleman: 
from Tennessee, [Mr: Jounson.] ooo ii 

The SPEAKER said it could only be 
unanimous consent. Petra ee 

Mr. McCLERNAND objected. as 

Mr. SCHENCK said he.had asked-for 
reading of that portion of: the rule, to show that: 
members would. be at the mercy of the SPEAKER,- 
and would not present petitions under their own: 
rights, but only under the rules. ee 

Mr. McCLERNAND ipterposed and called to 
order. . a 

The part of the rule referred to was then read,, 
as follows: ‘ s Bite, ee 

« And if any petition or memorial be so handed in, which, 
in the judgment of the Speaker, is excluded by the rules, ` 
the same shall be returned to the member from whom it was: 
received.?? ies 

The SPEAKER stated the question to: be, on:: 
sustaining the decision of the Chair. Bue 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, ‘called for the. 
reading of. the first clause of' the twenty-fourth 
rule; which was read; as follows: SRP Bg 

e Petitions, memorials, and other papers addressed to the: 
House, shali be presented. by the Speaker, or by a member 
in his place; a brief statement of the contents thereof shall 
be made verbally by the. introducer; they shall not. be de> 
bated on the day of their being presented; noron any day 
assigned by the House for the receipt of petitions after the 
first thirty days of the session, unless where the House. shall 
direct otherwise, but shall lie on the table, to be taken up in 
the order in which they were presented. Members having 
petitions and memorials to present may hand them to the 
Clerk, indorsing the same with their names, and the refer- 
ence or disposition to be made thereof; and such petitions 
and memorials shall be entered on the Journal, subject to- 
the control and direction of the Speaker.” - ; 

Mr. McL. also called for the reading of the sec- 
ond paragraph of the 4th section of the Constitu- 
tion, which was read, as follows: f ; 

t The Congress shall assemble at least once in every 
year, and such meeting shall be on the first Monday in De- 
cember, unless they shall by law appoint a different day.’ 

After an inquiry by Mr. ROOT whether the 
real question before the House was not whether’ 
the session commenced on the first Monday of 
December— . ue 

Mr. DUER said, the question before the House _ 
was one of some importance, and not merely a ` 
question of order. It involved a constitutional. 
question—whether, when they came here, they.. 
were or were nota House, competent to legisla~* 
tive duties, having no Speaker? ` ee 

‘he SPEAKER interposing, said debate was: 
not in order. Ries ; 

Mr. DUER, (continuing. ) 
in session . 

Mr. McCLERNAND called to order. 

Mr. DUER expressed the hope that the appeal 
would be withdrawn, 80 as to leave. the question 
open for consideration hereafter., , Sa ry 

Mr. HOUSTON hoped, he said, that the gen-' 
tileman from Illinois [Mr. McCrernaxp] would 
be allowed to submit his remarks. The question 
was a new one. 4 in, 

Mr, DISNEY suggested some inquiries con- 
nected with several of the rules, to which he was 
referring, when the Speaker ruled all remarks out 
of order. 

Mr. McCLERNAND asked the yeas and nay 
on the question; which were ordered. : 

And the question, ‘Shall the decision of the. 
Spraxer stand as the judgment of the House?”? 
was then taken and decided in the affirmative—. 
yeas 114, nays 9l—as follows: oi en cooo 

YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Bay, Bayly, Beale, 
Bennett, Bingham, Bissell, Buwdon, Bowlin, Boyd, ‘A. G; 
Brown, Buel, Burt, J. Cable, G: Aw’ Caldwert, J. P.-Cald- 
well, Cartier, Cleveland, Clingman, W:.R- W.. Cobb, Col- 
cock, Cole, Conrad, Dimmick, Duer; Dunham, Durkee, Ed- 
mundson, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Ewing, Fitch, 
Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Green, Hackett, Hall, Hamilton, 
Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, Harmanson, Isham G. Harris, | 
Sampson W. Harris, Hibbard, Hilliard, Hoagland, Holladay, 
Houston, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, James. 
L. Johnson, R W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La Sère, 
Lefier, Littlefield; Job: Mann, Mason, McClernand, Me- 
Donald, McGaughey, McLanahan, R. M, McLane, Finis E. 
McLean; MeMullen, McQueen, McWillie, Meade, Miller, 
Milson, Morse, Orr, Owen, Parker, Peastee, Phelps, Pit- 
man; Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Rose, 
Ross, Savage’Sawtelle, Seddon, Shepperd, F. P. Stanton, 
R.H. Stanton, A. H, Stephens, Stetson, Surong, Sweetser, 


. 3 


While we-were here ` 


Thomas; Jacob Thompson, James. Thompson, William 


‘GLOBE. 
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Thompson, Toombs, Venable. Walden; Waldo, Wallace, 
Watkins, Wellborn, Williams, Woodward, and Young—tl4. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Anderson, 
Ashmun, Bocock, Bopth, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, William J. 
Brown, Burrows, C. Butler, T- B. Butter, Calvin, Camp- 
bel, Casey, Chandler,.Clarke, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, 
Deberry, Dickey, Disney, Dixon, Doty, Duncan, Feather- 
ston, Fowler, Freedley, Giddings, Goodenow, Gott, Grin- 
nell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, 
Howe, Hunter, Jackson, Julian, Daniel P. King, George 
G. King, James G., King, John. A.. King, Presion : Ring; 
Horace Mann, Marshall, Matteson. MeDowell, McKigsock, 
Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Morris, Nelson, Newell, 
Ogle, Outlaw, Peck, Putnam, Reed, Reyuolds, Risley, 
Rockwell, Root, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Schermer- 
horn, Schoolcraft, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, {Stanty, 
T. Stevens, Taylor, Jobn. B. Thompson, Thurman, Tuck, 
Underhill, Vinton, White, Whittlesey, Wilmot, Winthrop, 
and Wood—91. l 

‘So the House affirmed the decision of the 
SPEAKER, : s : 

, Mr. ROBINSON said that he was opposed 
to the transaction of any legislative business until 
the House was organized; and looking to the 
course of the opposition in this House yesterday 
and to-day, it was, he thought, manifest that | 
it was their intention to stave off organization in 
order to keep their own men in office He saw 
no other mode of forcing an organization than by 
declining to transact legislative business until that 
object was effected. And as the House had post- 
poned until Monday the further execution of its 
order for the election of officers, he would move 
that the House adjourn to that day. 

But Mr. R. waived the motion, at the request 
of 

Mr. INGE, who rose, he said, to a question of 
privilege. The act of 1789 contained the follow- 
ing provision: ; 

& Sec, 2. And be it further enacted, That at the first ses- 
sion of Congress after every general election of Representa- 
tives, the oath or affirmation aforesaid shal! be administered 
by any one member of the House of Representatives to {he 
Speaker; and by bim to all the members present, and to the 
Clerk, previous to entering on any other business; and to 
the members who shall afterwards appear, previous to taking | 
their seats.” 

This act (Mr. F. remarked) was passed at the 
‘first session of Congress under the Constitution, | 
with a view of carrying out the requirements of j 
that instrument, It required that the members 
should be sworn; it required the election of officers; 
and it prescribed when and how these necessary | 
preliminaries should be performed. If this act was 
obligatory upon the House, unquestionably the 
House must fulfill all its provisions; and after the 
Speaker and members shall have been sworn, the 
act said that the House should enter on the election 
of Clerk before proceeding to any other business. | 
The Clerk was to be sworn. Now, this provision | 
could not refer to the old Clerk, for he had already | 


been sworn. Of course he must be elected before | 


he could be sworn. 
After an inquiry by Mr. SCHENCK, as to the 
object of Mr. Ince’s remarks— 

r. INGE moved that the House proceed to the 
election of a Clerk, in compliance with the provis- 
ions of the act of.1789. 

The SPEAKER decided that the House having 
by resolution fixed a day for the election of offi- 
cers, the motion of the gentleman from Alabama 


[Mr. Ince] was out of order. ji 


Mr. ROBINSON appealed from this decision. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, rose to a ques- 
tion of order. He submitted that it was not in order 
for the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Inex] to | 
make the motion. The House had adopted rules 
for its government. Under these rules he (Mr. 
8.) called for the orders of the day. 

The SPEAKER said he had already ruled the į 
motion of the gentleman from Alabama to be out | 
oforder, and that from that decision an appeal had | 
been taken. 

Mr. STEPHENS asked the yeas and nays on | 
the appeal. : | 

Mr. INGE said he would now present the ques- 
tion he had raised in a different aspect, to wit: 
that.it was not competent for the House to proceed j 
to any other business previous to the election of a | 
Clerk. He raised this as a question of order. 

The SPEAKER said that it was in the power 
of the House to put its own construction on this 
point. The House had already given a different | 
construction to it by proceeding to other business. 

Mr. ASHMUN rose to a privileged question. 
He moved that when.the House adjourns, it ad- 


fi 


journ.to meet on Monday next. | 
Mr. COBB, of Alabama, asked the yeas and | 
nays; which were refused. . l 


ij Johns, goldiers at Dudiey’s defeat, and for other soldiers of 


i! the United States, communicating the correspond- 


il Baltimore, asking indemnity for French spolia- 


was agreed to? 


The question: was then taken, and the motion 


And then on motion of. Mr. ASHMUN, the 
House adjourned until. Monday next. l 


-The following notices of bills were handed in to 
the Clerk under the rule, viz: = $ 
By Mr. WHITE : That on to-morrow he would ask leave 
to introduce a dill tö amend an act entitled “An act reducing 
the. duty.on: imports, and for other purposes,” approved Au- 
gust 3d, 1846. ; $ 
By Mr, A. G. BROWN: That he would. on to-morrow ask 
leave to introduce a bitl'to incorporate the Columbian Man- 
ufacturing Company, in the District of Columbia. a 
Also, a bill to perpetuate the preémption of actual settlers 
on the public lands, 


PETITIONS, &c. 
The following petitions were presented to the 


Clerk, to be entered and referred under the rule: 


By Mr. POTTER: The petition of Peter Snook and 
others, citizens of Defiance county, Ohio, for a post route 
from Defiance to Panama, Ohio. 

» Also, the petition of Joseph Barry and others, citizens of 
Defiance county, for a post route from Defiance, Ohio, to 
Newville, in Iudiana ; which were severally referred to the 
Commiitee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the petition of Peter Snook and others, citizens of 
Defiance county, Ohio, asking for a reduction in the price 
of the public lands in northwestern Ohio; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. ROBINSON, of Indiana: The petition of James 
H. Cravens, and 115 other citizens of Ripley county, Indi- 
ana, asking assistance or relief for Thomas Johns and John 


the war of 1812, 

By Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi: The petition of Austin 
Morgan, register, and Gideon Fitz, receiver of public 
moneys at Jackson, Mississippi, praying additional compen- 
sation for extraordinary services performed by them; re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. FULLER: The memorial and petition of Wil- 
liam Witherle and C. J. Abbott, executors of the will of 
James Crawford, praying for indemnity against French spo- 
fiations prior to the year 1800. 

Also, a like memorial of Avis Hatch, widow of M. Hatch. 

Also, a like memorial of Mary M. Jetlison and three 
others, heirs-at-law of Joseph Christepeas. 

Also, a like memorial of Zebediah S. Holt, heir-at-law of 
Ambrose Atkins. 

Mr. HAMMOND moved that the petition and-papers of 
Thomas Crown, be withdrawn from the files of the last Con- 
(cae in the Clerk’s office, and referred to the Committee of 

aims. 

By Mr. PHELPS: The petition of Wiliam Johnson and 
140 others, citizens of Sabine aud Lafayette counties, Mis- 
souri, praying that a post route be established from Mar- 
shall, via Moses Woodpin’s, A. Larch’s, and William 
Drummond’s, to Lexington. 

By Mr. MILLSON: The memorial and petition of P. F. 
Schliecker, attorney for John Vangover, administrator de 
bonis non of the estate of John M. Burl, deceased, asking 
indemnity for French spoliations prior to 1800. 

Also, a similar memorial from Mary Corby, widow ofr 
Thomas M. Corby, deceased; which were referred to the 
Committee of Foreign Affairs. 


IN SENATE. — 
Fripay, January 4, 1850. 
A message was received from the President of |! 


ence with the lady of Sir John Franklin, relative 
to the expedition under his command to the Arctic 
regions, for the discovery of a“ northwest pas- 
sage;’’ which was read, ordered to be referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs, and printed. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. MILLER presented the petition of Has- 
well L. Colt, late of Baltimore, Maryland, now of 
New Jersey, trustee of Lemuel. Taylor, late of 


tions prior to 1800; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. DOUGLAS presented the memorial of the 
late and present officers of the land office at Pales- 
tine, Ilinois, asking to be allowed commissions 
on’military land warrants entered by them; which 
was réferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. STURGEON presented the petition of 
Frederick Dawson, James Schott, and Elisha D. 
Whitney; asking payment of certain bonds issued 
to them by the Government of Texas, previous to | 
its annexation to the United States, under a con- 
tract for furnishing that Republic with a naval 
armament; which, with the papers on the files of 
the Senate, was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. f 

Mr. S. moved that the petition be printed for 
the use of the Senate. 

The motion to print was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing. f 


Mr. S. also presented the memorial of Frederick 
Vincent, administrator of James Lecaze, late sur- 


viving partner of Lecaze and Mallét, asking the 
repayment of advances made during the revolu- 
tionary war; which, with the papers on. file rela- 
ting to the claim, was referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. i a 

Mr. BORLAND presented the petition of Mark 
Bean and R. H. Bean, asking compensation for 
certain salt-works of which they were dispossessed 
by the Cherokee treaty of 1828; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. HUNTER presented the memorial of the 
administrator of Thomas Vowell, deceased, asking 
indemnity for French spoliations prior to 1800; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. WALKER presented a petition of the late 
and present registers and receivers of the land 


‘office at Milwaukie, Wisconsin, asking to be al- 


lowed commissions on entries of military bounty 
land warrants; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. ; 

Mr. NORRIS: presented the memorial of the 
heirs of Daniel Hemtress, and the memorial of the 
legal: representatives of T. M. Shaw, asking in- 
demnity for French spoliations prior to 1800; which 
was ordered to Tie on the table. i 

Mr. DICKINSON presented the pétition of cer- 
tain citizens of Chautauqife and Erie counties, 
New York, asking the completion of the harbor of 
Cattaraugus, on Lake Erie; which was referred to 
the Committee on. Commerce. 

Mr. D. also presented a petition of citizens of 
New York, asking the removal of obstructions in 
the Hurlgate channel, in the harbor of New York; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. D. also presented the petition of William. 
G. Buckner, executor of John J. Bulow, jr., ask- 
ing compensation for property destroyed by the 
Semincle Indians in the Florida war; which was 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. BRADBURY presented the memorial of 
Joseph Kingsbury, asking indemnity for French 
spoliations prior to 1800; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. : * 

Mr. FELCH presented the petition of the late 
and present registers and receivers of the land of- 
fice at Ionia, Michigan, asking to be allowed com- 
missions on entries of military bounty land war- 
rants; which was referred to the Committee on 
Publie Lands. : 

Mr. BENTON presented the memorial of Peter 
Parker, asking the payment of a balance due him 
for diplomatie services near the Government of 
China; which was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

Mr. WHITCOMB presented the memorial of 
the heirs of Gideon Leet, asking indemnity for 
French spoliations prior to 1800; which was or- 
dered to lie on the table. « 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the memorial of Zeb- 
ediah S. Holt, heir of Ambrose Atkins, and the 
memorial of the heirs of Joseph Christophers, ask- 
ing indemnity for French spoliations prior to 1800; 
which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. FOOTE presented the petition of Tames ©. 
Wilson, a clerk in the office of the chief engineer 
of the army, asking increase of compensation, that 
he may be enabled to finish the education of his 
children, and have something left to bury hint 
when dead; which was referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. Aad eee 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented the petition of 
the representatives of Henry ‘King, deceased, ask- 
ing compensation for services in the revolutionary 
war; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion by Mr. SEWARD, 


Ordered, That the petition of Mary W. Ketcham, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. FELCH, 


Ordered, That the petition of Martin Dubois, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. FOOTE, 


Ordered, That the petition of the representatives of John 
Hudry, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Also, that the petition of Elizabeth Jones, and the other 
heirs of Jobn Carr, deceased, and the memorial of Thomp- 
son Hutchison, heir of Thomas Hutehison, on the files of 
the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, that the petition of the heirs of William Grayson, 
on the files of the Senate, be referred to. the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 


Mr. BRIGHT. Mr. President, the papers re- 


1850. 


ferred to by the honorable Senator from Missis- 
sippi-in the case of Grayson, have been referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and reported 
against; and unless some good reason can be given, 
or some additional evidence is to be adduced, I 
shall object to their being again referred. °°. < 

Mr. FOOTE: T have to say, ‘in. reply to the 
honorable Senator from Indiana, that lam informed: 
by one of the most venerable men in the Republic, 
who has paid particular attention to this claim for 
some. years past—and I am authorized to say for 
him-—that a good deal of additional “evidence has 
been obtained; and it is because of this evidence 
that this claim is brought forward at this time. 

On motion by Mr: WHITCOMB, 

Ordered, That the petition of John Devlin, on the files of 
the Senate, be referred to the Committee of Claims, 


On motion by Mr. BALDWIN, 


Ordered, That Ezra Chapman have leave to withdraw his 
petition and papers. 


On motion by Mr. CORWIN, 


Ordered, That Demas Deming have leave to withdraw his 
petition and papers. 


On motion by Mr. YULEE, 


Ordered, That Samuel S. Rind have leave to withdraw his 
pelition and papers. 


RESOLUTIONS. 
_Mr, PHELPS submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which, being objected to, lies over one day: 


Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of so modifying the act en- 


and lined leave to introducé a bill to. revive ‘a 
ceased soldiers; which was read a first and second 

time-by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Pensions: © 7 ; $ 

“Mr. FELCH, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to reduce the 
price of the mineral Jands in the Lake Superior dis- 
trict, in Michigan, and in the Chippewa district of 
Wisconsin; which was read a first and second time 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. : 


BRANCH MINTS IN THE UNITED STATES. 


Mr. DICKINSON, in pursuance of notice, asked 
snd obtained. leave to introduce a bill to establish 
a branch of the Mint of the United States in the 
city of New York; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time by its title. 

Mr. BENTON. The ordinary motion is to 
refer; but I apprehend that there is no necessity 
for a reference in this case.. This bill has beeg 
before the Senate for eight years, frequently re- 
ported, and acted upon in some manner by the 
Senate. The gentleman who offers the bill-has 
just informed me that it is precisely the one re- 
ported by the financial committee last year. “If 
that be the case, I should think it hardly worth 
while to take up the time of the committee by re- 
ferring it; and I would suggest that it take its place 
on the calendar. 


titled “ An act allowing drawback upon foreign merchan- 
dise exported in their original packages to Chihuahua and 
Santa Fé, in Mexico, and to the British North American 
provinces adjoining the United States,” approved 3d March, 
1845, as to allow the benefit of drawback upon goods ex- 
ported to the British provinces by railroads. 


Mr. BENTON submitted. the following resolu- 
tion; which lies over: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be directed 
to inform the Senate of the number of acres of public land | 
granted to different States for objects of internal improve- 
ment, and the amount of public lands originally contained 
in such States, respectively, and the number of acres ne- 
cessary to make the grants to each State equal to the maxi- 
mum quantity now granted to the State which has received 
the gredtest quantity. 

Mr. BERRIEN submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered, and agreed to; 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com 
munieate to the Senate a copy of a survey and examination 
of the river Savannah, made by Martin L. Smith, lieuten- 
ant of Topographical Engineers, with a view to the im- 
provement of the said river, and the estimates accompany- 
ing the same. 

BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 

Mr. MASON, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill to provide for the 
more effectual execution of the 3d clause of the 2d 
section of the 4th article of the Constitution of the 
United States; which was read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. M., in introducing the bill, said, this is 
the same bill which was reported by the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary at both sessions of the last 
Congress. 

Mr. DAWSON called for the reading of the bill, 
and it was read accordingly. 

Mr. MASON. It will be proper, perhaps, to 
ask that the bill be printed for the use of the Sen- 
ate. I would at the same time, sir, ask respect- 
fully from the chairman of that committee, that 
he would have this bill reported to the Senate as 
goon as it may be practicable. It was, as I have 
said, reported at each session of the last Congress, 
but it was not acted upon for the want of time. 
The provisions of that bill are of infinite moment 
to the southern States, and to none more so than 
to the Commonwealth of Virginia. I take it for 
granted, sir, that it will meet with no resistance 
whatever. The language and intention of the 
clause of the Constitution of the United States, in 
this respect, are too clear to admit of any doubt; 
and this bill is merely intended to add to the ef- 
ficiency of the existing laws on the subject, al- 
though it may be that some of its provisions may 
admit of amendment. 3 : 

The question being then taken upon the motion 
to print, it was agreed to. . | 

Mr. BADGER, in pursuance of notice, asked | 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to refund to 
the State of North Carolina the amount of money 
advanced, and transportation furnished, to volun- 
teers from that State, during the late war with 
Mexico; which was read a first and second time | 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Mil- 


Mr. BADGER. There is nothing that I am 
aware of to exempt this bill from reference. The 
only vote, I believe, the Senate has ever taken, 


e Mr: BORLAND, in pursuance of notice, asked {| 


-pértion ofan act for the relief of the. Widows of :de-'|) 


guished Senator from Michigan: Tris to'a 
ordinate and incidental question; ahd T woul 
venture to call the attention’ of the Senate to. 
question, were it notthat, in the situation in.wh 
am placed with regard to that particular subject; 
it: would be a dereliction of ‘duty, social, political," 
and moral, to be-silent- when I ought to express: 
my profound. regret that a speech so eloquent, . 
upon principles so noble, and discussing a policy 
so vast, so great, Should have been embarrassed at 
| the close by a personal allusion whieh has been 
made to the honorable gentleman. who fills the 
mission which it is proposed to abolish, ‘and that 
the subject of the propriety of the confirmation of 
the person who has-been nominated by the. Presi-. 
dent of the United States for that distinguished’ 
post abroad, should have been opened here, at this, 
time, and on this occasion, before this Senate, i, 
public session, instead of having been reserved (as. 
I would have trusted that personal kindness: and, 
political magnanimity would’ have dictated: that it 
should have been reserved) until the minister: 
called to pass the ordeal’ which ‘the rules and: cu: 
toms of the Senate. prescribe nd myself ex 
ceedingly embarrassed’ as the’ friend—the persona 


friend—the unwavering friend—the devoted friend“ 


| has been to reject the bill. I hope that it will be 
referred; and Í move that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. i 

The motion to refer was then agreed to. 

Mr. BENTON gave notice that when the bill 
came before the Senate for consideration, he would 
propose an amendment establishing a branch of the 
Mint of the United States at San Francisco, and 
asked that the amendment might be printed for the 
use of the Senate; which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BUTLER gave notice that when the bill 
came up, he would move toamend it by adding a 
provision establishing a branch mint at Charleston, 
South Carolina. That amendment was reported 
with the bill at the last session. 

Mr. KING. The bill has been referred to a 
committee. The amendments that are offered are 
| altogether informal. I suppose that the gentlemen 
will send their proposed amendments to the same 
| committee, who will examine the whole case, and 
report as may seem proper. It is not usual to pro- 
pose an amendment to. a bill until it is before the 
Senate, and this bill is not before the Senate at all, 

Mr. BENTON. There is no amendment, but 
simply a notice. It must be altogether owing to 
my imperfect method of expressing myself that it 
was so understood. It is simply a notice of an 
intention to introduce an amendment when the 
proper time shall arrive. 

The printing of the bill and the amendments, of 
which notice had been given, was then ordered. 


SPECIAL ORDER. 


The hour of one o’clock having arrived, 

The VICE PRESIDENT announced the special 
order of the day—the bill suspending for a limited 
time the limitation of the expense of collecting the 
revenue from customs, reported yesterday from 
the Committee on Finance, with sundry amend- 
ments. 

Mr. CASS expressed the hope that the Senate 
would take up his resolution of inquiry into the 
expediency of suspending diplomatic intercourse 
with Austria, before the special order was taken 


up. : 
Piar. PHELPS said that, from some conversa- 
tions he had had with Senators, he supposed that 


agreed to. 
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH AUSTRIA. 


The Senate proceeded tothe consideration of 
the following resolution, submitted on the 24th 
ult. by Mr. Cass: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Relations be 


itary Affairs. 


instructed. to inquire into the expediency of suspending dip- 
jomatic relations with Austria. g ra 


of this foreign representative.’ {have documents 
in my possession to extenuate, and, as T believe, to 
remove, the accusation of a precipitate flight from 
before the Senate of the United States; and yet 


the debate upon this resolution would not be likely | 
to occupy much time, and moved to postpone the | 
consideration of the special order of the day until | 
the resolution had been considered; which was | 


they are of such a nature, that, in justice to the 
domestic relations of that individual, I am: not at 
liberty to give them to the world. I can only, 
therefore, say, that I hope that the distinguished: 
Senator, and all others who declare their opinions 
against the confirmation of this individual, will 
suspend their judgment until I can have the op- 
| portunity, within the rules and customs of this 
court, to remove the objections, if it be in my 
power to do so, which have been presented as the 
basis for refusing confirmation to this gentleman, 
Mr. CASS. Mr. President, may I be allowed 
to say one word? With respect to the personal 
feelings of the honorable Senator from New. York; 
with reference to the individual who has been allu- 
ded to, I will say that they are no more favorable 
than my own. So I have already stated, as. well’ 
as that heis fitted to fill. this positión: ` “But, Mr. 
President, that. honorable Senator will observe that 
this is'a grave case—one which may. well eall for 
the legislative examination of the American Sen- 
ate. It is not a question of personal fitness, but.a 
question arising out of his departure under peculiar 
circumstances, that may require, perhaps, the. en- 
actment of a law to regulate the departure of for- 
eign ministers, under these circumstances, and: to. 
assure to the Senate its proper control. * It is not 
a question of personal fitness: that does not come 
up; J have not alluded to it, ` I have said, and I 
now repeat, that this gentleman is fitted for the 
duties of the station to which he has been appoint- 
ed. But Ido say, sir, that those circumstances 
to which I have alluded may well attract the atten- 
tion of the American people and of the Senate. 
Mr. FOOTE. I do not propose, sir, to enter into 
the debate now in progress upon the resolation of 
the honorable Senator from Michigan, [Mr. Cassy] 
at least so far as the general merits of the resolution _ 
introduced by him are concerned... Approving 
heartily of almost all that has fallen from bim on 
this occasion, and concurring fully with him in all 
the leading views which he has sô forcibly stated, 
I should be entirely willing to risk the fate of the 
resolution upon the speech which has already been 
delivered in its support. At least, it cannot be 
necessary, at this stage of the debate, that anything 
further should be said in support of the resolution, 
either by its avowed or presumed friends, especially 
as allusions have been made by the honorable Sen- 
ator from Michigan-to two honorable Senators over 
the way; [Mr. Cray and Mr. Wessrer,] which, 
it ia to’ be hoped, will call forth from them’ such 
responses as will comport with the high character 


which they have heretofore acquiredin the country, 
‘and serve in some degree also to renew in the 


recollections of their countrymen certain glorious 
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scenes in our annals in which it- was their good 
fortune to.bear.so distinguished a part. As Amem- 
ber of the Committee on Foreign Relations, to 
which itis proposed to refer this resolution, I shall 
gladly avail myself of the sage counsels which may 
e.oflered upon the grave subject under, considera- 
tion by more experienced Senators, whether asso- 
eiated with one or the other of the two great politi- 
cal parties. into which the country. is divided.” 
My chief object in rising is to notice the remarks 


with which the Senate. has been just favored by | 


the honorable member from New York, who-has 
been pleased to take it upon himself to complain 
that the Senator from Michigan has avowed (though 
in mild and moderate language) his decided disap- 
probation of the precipitate departure of the. indi- 
vidual nominated to the Austrian court; who has 
not waited, asit was clearly his duty to do, for the 
previous confirmation by this body of his appoint- 
ment abroad. The honorable Senator from New 
York says that he finds himself, by the conduct of 
the Senator from Michigan complained of, “ ex- 
ceedingly embarrassed as the friend, the personal 
friend, the unwavering friend, the devoted friend 
of this foreign representative;” alleging at the same 
time that he has ‘* documents in his possession to 
extenuate, and, as he believes, to remove the ac- 
cusation of precipitate flight fram before the Senate 
of the United States;” and yet, he continues, 
‘these documents are of such a nuture that, in 
justice to the domestic relations of that individual, 
e is not at liberty to give them to the world.” 
Such are the precise words used by the honorable 
Senator, who, I venture to say, will not undertake 
to call in question my citation of them.. Now, 
-Mr. President, I: must say.to. that honorable Sen- 
ator, to the Senate, and to the country, that Iam 
exceedingly surprised at the language which he 
has -presumed to hold in our hearing upon this 
delicate and important question. I will remind 
that Senator that the Constitution of the United 
States has provided that the President ‘shall nom- 
inate, and by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate shall appoint; ambassadors and other public 
ministers,” &c. Yes, sir, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate” is this appointing power 
of the President to be exercised, and not otherwise; 
and yet the honorable Senator from New York 
undertakes to. maintain that it is entirely proper 
for an individual who has been simply designated 
toa foreign mission by the Executive, and com- 
missioned during-the recess of the Senate, and only 
a few days, too, before we were to reassemble 
here for the purpose of either approving or dis- 
approving such designation, and confirming or 
rejecting the nominations made to us, with his 
commission and salary in his pocket, to fly from 
the country before he has allowed the Senate an 
opportunity of determining upon the fitness or un- 
fitness of his appointment. And, sir, the honorable 
Senator undertakes to maintain the propriety of 
such action on the part of his friend, not upon any 
ground of public policy, not because there was 
anything in our relations with Austria which made 
it Imperiously necessary that he should go thus 
hastily upon the mission to which he has been 
preferred; but, sir, the justification which he sets 
up for his absent friend is based alone upon do- 
mestic considerations, of a nature so exceedingly 
delicate, as he assures us, that he does not feel at 
liberty to explain them at this time in our hearing, 
or to do more than refer to them with something of 
the mystical significance of the Pythian prophetess 
herself. 

Sir, this is extraordinary doctrine, and upheld 
in an extraordinary manner. I cannot believe, for 
one, I will not so cruelly wrong that high officer 
and his official. advisers as to suppose, that the 
President and his Cabinet have given their sanc- 
tion to this rash and indecent conduct of their dip- 
lomatic emissary to the court of Austria. It would 
not be easy to persuade me that the intention of 
Colonel Webb to leave the country thus suddenly 
was made known to the President.of the United 
States at all anterior tø his departure. The Presi- 
dent has too often professed, and I doubt not sin- 
cerely, his profound respect for the codrdinate 
departments of the Government, and his unwilling- 
ness to encroach upon their constitutional powers 
and privileges, to allow him, with any appearance 
of consistency, to participate in so gross an insult 
as has been perpetrated in this instance upon the 
dignity of this body. So often have those now in 
power avowed their apprehension of all undue 


strengthening of-the Executive department. of the 


' Government, at the expense of the Legislative, so 


much. dread Have-.they heretofore avowed of the 
increase. of what they. have. emphatically called 
‘the one-man power ’? of our system, that it can- 


| not be possible that this most grievous encroach- 


ment upon the authority of the Senate, this-most 
flagrant insult upon its dignity, can either have 
originated with the President and his Cabinet ad- 
visers, or have been otherwise than decidedly con- 
demned by them. : i 

Avd yet, Mr. President, the manner in-which 
the honorable Senator from New York habitually 
puts himself forward as the special defender of the 
Administration, the leadership for which in this 
Chamber. he has, on all occasions, so authorita- 


tively assumed, might almost induce one to suspect: 


that the language which he has held here to-day 
in defence of his editorial friend of the New York 
Courier and Enquirer may have been advised at 
the other end of the avenue, or may, at least, here- 
after be approved in that quarter, but for certain 
facts, familiar to us all, of a nature to awaken not 
a little suspicion that the honorable Senator from 
New York is not in fact so specially and exclu- 
sively authorized to represent the Administration 
in this body as he seems himself to suppose. 


It is not for me, sir, to become the regular de- | 


fender of the President and his Cabinet against the 
assaults or blundering advocacy of their own pro- 
fessed friends; nor do I wish to be considered as 
intending on this occasion to render to them more 
than simple justice. Yet itis in my recollection, 
and I beg leave to remind honorable Senators of 
the fact, that early last Spring, even a day or two 
before. the inaaguration scene of the 4th of March, 
the honorable Senator from New York, according 
to his own account of the matter, came to this city, 
(whether by special invitation of the Executive or 
not, I. do not know,) and kindly took charge of the 
interests of the incoming Administration in con- 
nection with a most delicate and important question 
then pending in Congress, and, if his own printed 
statement be true, so managed matters in the two 
wings of the Capitol, in the course of some twelve or 
fifteen hours previous to the adjournment of thetwo 
Houses of the National Legislature, as to defeat 
the settlement of that territorial question which has 
put the Union in such serious jeopardy, and to cut 
off our fellow-citizens of California and New Mex- 
ico from that governmental protection and defence 
to which they were so clearly entitled at our hands. 
I do not assert, sir, that the honorable Senator was 
actually as efficient in this affair as he has himself 
claimed to have been. Indeed, I have always 
doubted whether his influence was very potentially 
exerted on the occasion referred to. Nor am Í 
willing to take it for granted, upon any showing 
that has yet been made in the case, that the acts of 
the honorable Senator, as described by himself to 
have been performed, have ever received the formal 
sanction. of the President. I will add, that my 
respect for the high officer just alluded to, person- 
ally, in spite of my political opposition to him, will 
not permit me to lend easy credence to the state- 
ments of an indiscreet friend, who, with a view to 
increase his own consequence in the public estima- 
tion, may possibly have claimed authority to rep- 
resent the opinions and wishes of the President and 
his Cabinet beyond that designed to be accorded 
tohim. And, sir, it is chiefly with a view to res- 
cuing this Whig Administration from undeserved 
discredit, and for the purpose of saving them from 
being held responsible for the extraordinary lan- 
guage of the Senator from New York this morning, 
in connection with the mission to Vienna, that 1 
will take upon myself to go a little into the particu- 
lars of that nocturnal scene ef 3d of March last, 


in which the Senator from New York claims the 


honor of having figured so conspicuously. 

I have said that the honorable Senator from New 
York arrived in Washington a day or two before 
the inauguration of the President. His advent had 
certainly been anticipated by us all; but I feel that 
l can safely assert that no one here expected him 
to participate very actively in the legislative pro- 
ceedings of Congress, before he should have been 
regularly qualified as a member of this body, which 
could not constitutionally take place until the 4th 
of March had arrived. He reached this city, so 
far as I know or have heard, without producing 
any very profound sensation, either among the res- 
ident population, the governmental functionaries, 


or casual visiters to the metropolis of the nation, ! 


i 


of whom a vast number had already. congregated. 
There was no special ringing of bells or firing of 
artillery.to.announce his approach; nor do I recol- 
leet that the editorial notices of his arrival, in the 


leading prints-of this city, were such as to awaken 


any particular attention to the fact that.a new Sen- 
ator from the Empire State had reached our,.midst, 
who would be at once appointed manager-general,: 
on the part of the Executive not yet inaugurated, 
in and over the two houses of the National Legis- 
lature. At this period the memorable amendment 
to the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill had 
béen. introduced by the honorable Senator from 
Wisconsin, [Mr. Waxxer,] had passed this body 
after a fierce and long-protracted struggle, and was 
awaiting the sanction of the House of Representa- 
tives. ‘The hope was confidently entertained, by 
all the true friends of the Union, that the adoption 
of this measure would forever settle the territorial 
question, and secure to the patriots of the Republic 
a signal and permanent triumph over the accursed 
myrmidons of faction. Nothing had been more 
clearly ascertained than the fact that this plan of 
settlement, brought forward by the honorable Sen- 
ator from Wisconsin, was the only plan the adop- 
tion of which could be probably secured. It was 
most clear to all minds, that if this plan should be 
defeated, the country would continue to be har- 
assed with the perilous controversy then in prog- 

ress upon the most exciting question ever agitated 
among us. It was equally obvious that no one 
could feel interested in preventing the settlement of 
this question, except, perchance, some aspiring poli- 
tician, who, aiming to accomplish his own advance- 
ment to high public honors by sectional strife rather 
than by intrinsic merit, might be inclined to throw 
impediments in the way of all schemes of fraternal 

and fair arrangement. Certain itis that the amend- 
ment of the honorable Senator from Wisconsin, 

with a liberal confidence highly creditable to its 
framer, intrusted large additional power and pa- 

tronage to a` President in whose election he had 

not participated, but in whose good sense and pu- 
rity of heart all the supporters of that amendment 
upon this floor professed to have entire confidence. 
I believe I may add, without the hazard of contra- 
diction, that General Taylor had himself expressed 

a wish to his confidential friends that this scheme 
of settlement should succeed. . Under. these cir-, 
cumstances, the honorable Senator from New 
York, according to his own account of his achieve- 
ments, entered upon his brilliant career as manager~ 

general. On the 29th of March last, he became 
the historian of his own exploits, as the author. of 
a letter published in this city, in the columns of 
the National Intelligencer, in which he states that, 
“ton the morning of the 3d of March, (the last day 

of the late session of Congress,) General Taylor, 
Mr. Clayton, the present Secretary of State, and 

Mr. Ewing, the Secretary of the Interior, severally 

called his attention to the necessity of having 
some form of civil government for California es- 
tablished before Congress should adjourn.” Yes, 
sir, these distinguished functionaries are asserted 

by the honorable Senator from New York to 

have ‘* severally called his attention to the neces- 

sity of having a civil government for California 

established before Congress should adjourn.” 
This, sir, is truly a most surprising statement. 

The two houses of Congress had been gravely 

considering this matter for months. Many of the 

sagest men in the Republic had been engaged night 
and day in maturing some scheme for the settle- 
ment of this great territorial question. Whigs 

and Democrats seemed—in this body, at least—to 
some extent, to have concurred in supporting the 
plan of the Senator from Wisconsin. Some of the, 
ablest and most experienced members of the Whig 

party to be found in the Republic were known to 

be then occupying seats in the two houses of Con- 


i gress. The attractions of the anticipated inaugural 


scene had drawn together, in addition, a large 


i number of the wisest and most patriotic citizens 


belonging to the nation. Instead of permitting 
the amendment of. the Senator from Wisconsin to 
become part of the law of the land, and thus closing 
the controversial strife which had been so long 
distracting the country—instead of urging upon 
his friends in the two houses of Congress to coöp- 
erate efficiently and zealously in securing the con- 
summation of this noble scheme of pacification— 
instead of calling around him the- wisest and 
weightiest men of his party, and soliciting. their 
advice—the President and his Cabinet are described 
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by the Senator from New Yorkas throwing them- 
_ selves at once upon his counsela; and. submitting 
th-mselves in this grave conjuncture to ‘his-exclu- 
sive direction. I. venture to pronounce: this the 


most astounding inatance..of ‘reckless. confidence: 
that ever has been recorded by historian, or been’ 


depictured by bard or‘ novelist. The elder- Pitt: 
once said, “ Confidence isa plant of slow growth: 
in aged bosoms.”* : In this. instance a mushroom’ 
rapidity of growth is displayed, which T feel sure: 
must prove surprising to all whe did not suppose 
the honorable: Senator from New York to labor 
under the ‘influence of a special hallucination in 
imagining himself to haye been trusted so. exorbi- 
tantly. © 

Well, sir, what-did the honorable Senator from 
New York do when thus employed as the sole ne- 
gotiator of business so difficult and momentous? 

J will endeavor to give you his own words, as 
contained in the letter already referred to, so far as 
my memory will serve me for the purpose. if I 
misstate the import of the letter, I hope to be cor- 
rected by the honorable Senator. This, then, is 
what he said: ‘1 repaired to the Capitol in com- 
pany with Mr. Ewing. There I procured a copy 
of Mr. Walker’s amendment, which I had not 
before read. Limmmediately prepared what I contem- 
plated as an amendment to Mr. Watker’s amend- 
ment, or as a substitute for it? Yes, sir, he im- 
mediately prepared his substitute. The subject was 
not new to him, as we all know; but the existing 
condition of things could not possibly have been 
known to him personally until his arrival in Wash- 
ington. He was quickly called into consultation, 
and his capacities as a manager at once put in re- 
quisition. He required no time for deliberation; 
the operations of his intellect were as rapid as the 
movements of electricity. There is really a most 
marvelous celerity in the action of his mind, and 
so modestly described by himself in this epistle; 
the flashes of divine intuition can scarcely indeed 
be imagined to be more instantaneous. ‘A fter- 
wards,” he says, ‘I found Mr. Webster’s pro- 
posed amendment, and I discovered it contained all 
the provisions I had contemplated, very tersely ex- 
ee Prodigious! He actually found that 

r. Webster’s amendment.contained all the provis- 
ions he had contemplated, and seems to have been 
not a little gratified that two great intellects (about 
the greatness of one of which there is certainly 
no doubt anywhere) should so happily have har- 
monized. The only difference between them ap- 
pears to have been, that what may have possibly 
cost the honorable Senator from Massachusetts 
several days and nights of anxious contemplation 
and painful scrutiny, was struck out at a single 
heat by the honorable Senator from the Empire 
State. It certainly must be looked upon as a for- 
tunate circumstance for the country that the amend- 
ment-of the honorable Senator from Massachusetts 
found favor in the eyes of his illustrious contem- 
porary; and-perhaps it may be ‘somewhat gratify- 
ing, too, to the pride of the Jast-mentioned Senator, 
(but I must be permitted to doubt this a little,) to 
know that his amendment: has: been honored with 
the special commendation of the honorable Senator 
from New York, both as to style and substance. 
He pronounced it to be very tersely expressed; that 
is to say, “neatly” expressed—' clear without 
pomposity.”? I regarded the fame of the honorable 
Senator from Massachusetts as a literary man as 
quite well established before; no one who defers 
to the critical acumen of the honorable Senator 
from New York will hereafter doubt the compe- 
tency of the distinguished gentleman thus com- 
mended to draw upa short amendment in suitable 

arliamentary language. I hope I may be here 
indulged in a comparison without incurring the 
charge of profanity. When the Great Author of 
the Universe “in the beginning created the heavens 
and the earth,”’ and had brought his goodly work 
to a conclusion, he is represented to have looked 
upon it, and to have pronounced it ‘‘ very good. 
And so, in like manner, the honorable Senator 
from New York, glancing over the amendment of 
the honorable Senator from Massachusetts, and 
finding it to correspond in substance with his own, 
gravely pronounced itto be “very good,” and pro- 
cedeed to act upon it without delay. * I took Mr. 
Webster's amendment,” says he, “and, having 
shown it to Mr. Ewing, who left the whole subject 
to my own judgment, I visited many members 0 
the House of Representatives and urged the adop- 
tion of it. Mr. Vinton, chairman of the Commit- 


„the conimittee would report the amendment; with 


aulay, 


—— 


ays and- Means; soon: informed: ime-that. 


tego 


some slight modifications, to which P did not “ob- 
jecte”? “T-spent,” says he, * the residue-of the 
day in urging the adoption of the amendment of 
the: Committee of Ways and Means upon the 
members of the House.” abe 

But his labors did not end here, Mr. President—. 
nothing like it. To be sure he had swept all ob- 
stacles before him in one house of Congress, but 
he had yet to encounter still more serious obstacles 
in the Senate. “Besides, the hour of midnight had 
arrived, and all the surrounding circumstances 
were strikingly unpropitious to renewed. delibera- 
tions in this body. And yet there was one cir- 
cumstance—possibly quite unthought of at the 
time—not altogether unfavorable to the contem- 
plated scheme of operation. The members of the 
Senate might be found overwearied with their 
severe legislative labors—some of the friends of 
the WALKER amendment, and, of course, the ene- 
mies of the new one, might, at that, late hour of 
the night, be perchance asleep or absent, and: the 
dark deed which had been plotted might be accom- 
plished even after the constitutional term of legisla- 
tion had expired. Note, Mr. President, if you 
please—and I cali upon the country. to observe— 
that the honorable Senator from the Empire State 
had never then occupied a seat in either House of 
Congress, and could not be inducted into the seat 
in this Hall, then adorned by an accomplished 
gentleman, now no longer among us, until the suc- 
ceeding Monday. And yet he did not hesitate to 
take upon himself the performance of legislative 
functions, more ample in their scope and more 
difficult in their execution than any American 
statesman had ever before thought of assuming. 
Having been formally put in charge of this matter 
in the manner described, and the whole “modus 
operandi”? having been left to his judgment, when 
his labors had terminated in the House of Repre- 
sentatives, he glided most dispatchfully into the 
Hall of the Senate, and there, says he, ‘I exerted | 
myself to procure the assent of the Senate to the 
amendment, and I insisted that no different pro- 
vision ought to pass, I continued my efforts until 
the Senate decided to disagree to the amendment 


pect-of presidential honors M 
ite fierce agitation in.the free Sta 
i And now, speaking of the Presid 
return fora moment to the remar 
able Senator to: which Iam now 
calle himeelf, ‘tthe personal friend—the 1 
ing friend”’—-[Mr. Dopex; of lowa; from- 
«+ devoted?’]—yes, sir, the devoted . 
General James Watson: Webb, editor af the 
York Courier and Enquirer... Why, Mr 
dent, how is this?“ Họw are we to understand the 
honorable Senator? Tam assured. by one who 
presume to be correctly informed, that until a: 
recent period jndeed, the relations between the 
honorable Senator from New York andthe subject 
of.his present commendations. were by no means: 
of an amicable character! I ‘am-:told that few 
presses in the Union have generally displayed: 
more hostility to the honorable Senator from New 
York than that of the Courier and. Enquirer.. 
Lately, to be sure, it seems to have changed. its. 
tone considerably; and, I am told, it has actually 
ventured to suggest. the honorable Senator. from 
New York asthe most syitable person to receive 
the next Whig nomination for the Presidency. 
Now, through the little window I have just opened, 
it may be that some rays of light will come into 
irradiate the darkness heretofore. enshrouding the 
subject of present inquiry. I can, at any rate, now 
‘see pretty. plainly how itis that: the honorable: 
Senator from New York can be, and ought to be,, 
the friend. of the commissioned -but ‘not yet cons 
firmed emissary to Vienna... Í can understand.not 
only how he might well be hia friend; but alse 
how his heart might pulsate with grateful emotions 
for kindness exercised and partiality. displayed. 
But the word unwavering is still incomprehensible, 
as the amity between them is of too recent origin 
to have been yet severely tested, and may be des- 
tined to grow extinct before the fruit of honor 
shall have been gathered from the tree of political: 
promise. It may be that his friendship—so sud- 
den, so tender, so devoted—is fated to evaporate” 
whensoever our minister to Vienna shall have re- 
turned to his editorial chair in New York, and 
under the influence of some new fantasy, shall 
have suggested the name of some other presiden- 


of the Committee of Ways and Means of the 
House. It is well known that the whole design of 
a government for California failed by reason of 
that disagreement.” š 

Sach are the statements of the extraordinary 
letter published in the National Intelligencer, on 
the 29th of March last, over the signature of the | 
honorable Senator from the Empire State, now 
present. And now, Mr. President, is not this a 
wonderful epistle? Does it not abound in surpris- | 
ing statements? Does it not describe most re- 
markable achievements upon the parliamentary 
arena? Is not this letter destined to awaken the 
astonishment of all posterity? There is nothing, 
I think, so striking in all the pages of history, 
ancientand modern, from Herodotus down to Mac- 
as these exploits of the honorable Senator 
from New York, as recorded by himself. Ihave 
several:times seen noted equestrians of the circus 
perform high feats of horsemanship that astonished 
all. beholders. I. have seen Harlequin himself | 
astride of two horses. at the same time, riding | 
around the ring with an affected clownishness of 
manner, fitted to awaken among the uninitiated 
serious alarm for his safety, and yet presently de- 
scending again to earth unhurt and even exultant; | 
but never did E before hear of a single individual, | 
however skilled in the mysteries of law-making, 
successfully taking charge of two houses of a Na- 
tional Legislature, representing twenty millions of 
people, and so controlling the great and complex 
machinery of parliamentary proceeding as to make 
every part of it perform its appropriate functions, | 
strictly according to order, in both departments, | 
without himself enjoying at the time the privileges | 
of membership in either of them, or even possess- 
ing a right to raise his voice in debate. Indeed, in | 
this instance it seems that the experiment attempt- 
ed did, in point of fact, ultimately fail, as the sub- 
stituted amendment of the House was not ratified 
by the Senate. And yet must the efforts of the 
honorable Senator from New York be regarded as | 
not altogether successless, since he aided so ef- 
ficiently in defeating the amendment of the honor- 
able Senator from Wisconsin, and thus managed 


tial candidate in preference to that of the honorable 
Senator from the Empire State. I should regret 
this extremely, sir; a mutual affection like that un- 
der review, so romantically springing up in two 
young hearts, within whose recesses the cold 
principles of political and pecuniary calculation 
have never found entrance, should, for the honor 
of human nature, be preserved in. all: its; originat: 
freshness and fervor, until eager: appetite shall be ` 
at last swallowed up in measureless' fruition, -° 
There is one view of this matter, Mr. President,- 
that remains yet to be stated. The honorable 
Senator from New York tells us that he has docu- 
ments in bis possession of a nature to extenuate, 
if notentirely free from censure, his friend, between 
whom and himself an ocean now rolls its billows, 
but for whom he still cherishes a, devotion as ins” 
tense as that which ‘he felt -before time.and: space 
had separated them so remotely but he says: that 
these documents “are of such a nature that, in 
justice to the domestic relations of that individual, 
he is not at liberty to give them to the world.’” 
Well, sir, I regret very deeply, then, that he allu- 
ded to these documents at all. I regret it, sir, for 
the sake of the individual chiefly interested, whose 
character, and perhaps that of a portion of his. 
family, may suffer serious detriment from the: 
superserviceable zeal of his champion on this floor. 
If this topic had not been introduced, we might: 
have supposed that some public reasons, not proper: 
to be disclosed, connected with our diplomatic re- 
lations with Austria, had instigated the precipitate 
flight of this renowned Mercury of the press across 
the stormy ocean. Now, through the indiscretion 
of his most loving advocate, we’ know that no such: 
public reasons have operated, and we know in 
addition that there are- some reasons connected 
with the domestic relations of this personage which 
have made it necessary that he should quit his ‘na~- 
tive country in such. ungraceful haste. Curiosity 
will spring up inal minds now, sir, as to the 
exact nature of these domestic reasons; -some will 
conjecture: them to be of one character, some of 
another. The newspapers of the country will take. 
up the inviting theme, and edify their respective 


to keep the question of slavery in the Territories. 
open, soas to secure to himself some faint pros! 


readers-with various shrewd conjectures as to. the 
cause of our minister’s exodus. The letter-writers, 


A 
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a most prying, ingenious, and active class, will 
manage to cast still more and more confusion over 
the ample field of conjecture. Old men will talk 
wisely ovér the supposed domestic distresses of. 
the unhappy Webb. : Young mien will jest sport- 
ively, and with all the ludicrous’ aggravations 
which @ mischievous vivacity cin engender. The 
whole country, sir, will be infallibly occupied for a’ 
month or two to-come'in considering the overpow- 
ering domestic woes which have’ come. upon.the 
once happy editor of the Courier and -Enquirer of 
New York; and without some speedy explanation: 
of the mystery now existing, the world at: large 
will come ‘to the: conelusion, ‘in: less than three 
months, that General: James Watson-Webb, our 
nomitiated minister to’ Vienna, is the most unhap- 
py man in everything touching his domestic con- | 
cerns:to be found in all Christendom. The honor- 
‘able Senator from New-York has certainly been 
particularly ‘unfortunate of late. It was but the 
other day that he was very near ruining the fair 
fame, and destroying the well-earned popularity of 
the illustrious champion of temperance, the Rev- 
erend Théobald Mathew, by fixing upon him the 
odium of abolition.. Now, he has succeeded in ef- 
fectually disgracing his own special friend and edi- 
torial advocate by adding to the discredit of official 
delinquency the suspicion of domestia infelicity. 
Well might the unfortunate gentleman, who is 
now, perhaps, drinking Tokay at Austrian tables, 
or smiling joyously beneath the glances of impe- 
rial condescension, exclaim, with all the emphasis 
appropriate to persecuted innocence, ‘t Save me 
from my friends, and T’Il take care of my enemies. ”’ 

Mr. HALE.: Mr. President, as this resolution 
proposes a very great change in the foreign policy 
of this country, in case of its adoption, I hope the 
vote will not be pressed at the present time, but 
will be postponed to some future day. 

“Mr. FOOTE said that, for one, be would vote 
for the postponement, to enable Senators on the 
other side of the Chamber to express their opinions. 

Mr. HALE remarked that he had a few words 
which he wished to say, but he did not then wish 
to take up the time of the Senate. He would 
therefore move to lay the motion to refer on the 
table, for the present, and stated: that he would 
himself call it up again. 

‘Mr. CASS observed that this was‘only a resolu- 
tion of inquiry, and any debate upon it could be 
had-when it was reported upon by the committee. 

Mr. HALE. I know, as well as the honorable 
Senator from Michigan, that it is only a resolution 
of inquiry; but, as a resolution of inquiry, it is 
more open to fair and unprejudiced discussion now 
than it-will be when it comes before us from the 
committee, backed up with the decision for it or 
against it. Or it may be that the committee, in its 
pradence and discretion, may make the same dis- 
position of it that the chairman of the Judiciary 
Committee intimated would be made of another 
matter which it was proposed to refer to them— | 
that is, to tale care that it should not see the light | 
again, if it was sent to them. That may probably || 
be the case with this resolution. But as it is now 
before us, and as such a wide field as this has been 
opened, covering not only the merits of Austria, | 
but also of. General James Watson Webb, it seems 
to me that this is a fair place to meet itin; and I 
wish that it may be postponed until such time as | 
may suit the convénience of the Senate, as I have | 
a few words that I wish to say, though but a few. 

Mr. KING suggested that it be postponed to a 
certain day. 

Mr. HALE withdrew his motion to lay upon | 
the table, and moved that the further considera- | 
tion of the resolution be postponed till Monday | 
next, at which time he would himself call it up | 
again. li 

$ 
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Mr. FOOTE said, as he wished his resolution 
to become the order of the day on Monday, he ! 
would suggest that the postponement reach only į 
till to-morrow. 7 

A Senwarorn remarked that the Senate would 

robably adjourn over to-morrow. i 

Mr. FOOTE then suggested that it be postponed | 
to Tuesday next. : 

Mr. HALE not acquieseing in the suggestion, | 
the question was taken:upon his motion to post- | 
| 
i 


pone until Monday next; which was decided in į 
affirmative. 

Mr. DOWNS gave notice of his intention to | 
ask leave of the Senate to introdnce a bill author- |: 
izing new selections of land in liew of worthless || 
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school sections, or sections of inferior quality, and 
for other purposes. es 

On motion, Tt. was-: 

Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns, it be to meet on 
Monday. next. ` ae ` i 

The Sénate'then proceeded to the consideration 
of Executive business; and after some time so 


Spent, the doors were reopened, 


“And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
ies Monpay, January 7, 1850. 
‘The Journal of Friday last was read and ap- 


proved. : 
RULES OF THE HOUSE. 


‘Mr. KAUFMAN rose and said, it would be 
recollected that the rules of the last House of Repre- 


the present House until the 15th day of the cur- 
rent month; and thata committee had been ap- 
pointed to recommend such amendments or modi- 
fications as might appear requisite. The commit- 


| tee had had the subject underconsideration, and had 


instructed him to report certain amendments. He 
would ask that the report be laid upon the table 
and printed, and that it be made the special order 
of the day for Thursday next. 

Mr. INGE called for the regular order of busi- 
ness, and gave notice that he should object to 
everything that was out of the regular course. 

Mr. KAUFMAN appealed to Mr. Inar to with- 
draw his objection. i 

Mr. INGE did not withdraw it. 

Mr. KAUFMAN (addressing the SPEAKER) 
said he believed that it was in order to-day to 
move a suspension of the rules. 

The SPEAKER assented, 


Mr. KAUFMAN moved that the rules of the | 


House be suspended, to enable him to make the 
report, and the motions he had indicated concern- 
ing it. 

And the question, ‘ Shall the rules be suspend- 
ed ?” was taken, and decided in the affirmative— 
ayes 112, noes 43° : 
. Mr. KAUFMAN then presented the report; 
and, on his motion, it was laid on the table, or- 
dered to be printed, and made the special order of 
the day for Thursday next. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. MORTON rose and said, that he had risen 
for the purpose of exercising the privilege, under 
the permission and courtesy of the House, of ex- 
plaining his position, and repelling assaults made 
upon him in his official capacity. 

The SPEAKER. .The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia [Mr. Morrow] asks the unanimous consent 
of the House to make a personal explanation. 

Objections were made. 

So Mr. Morron resumed his seat. 


OFFICERS OF THE HOUSE. 


The SPEAKER. The regular business is the 
execution of the order heretofore adopted by the 
House, in relation to the election of officers. The 
gentlemen appointed as tellers ona former occa- 
sion are requested to resume their séats at the 
Clerk’s table.. 

Thereupon, Messrs. Tompson of Pennsylva- 
nia, CrowgLL of Ohio, Wuite of New York, 
and Harauson of Georgia, resumed their seats 
at the Clerk's table. : 

The roll was then called; when the tellers re- 
ported that 220 votes had been given; necessary to 


i a` choice 111; of which 


Mr. John W. Forney received...... oe e107 
Mr. Thomas J. Campbell......-..6....2. 94 
Mr. C. W. Phileo... cece cece eesseaae 6 
Mr. Nathan Sargent. ......cc.eeseeeees 3 
Mr. Solomon Foot.......s.cseeeseees 3 
Mr. Benjamin B. French.............5. 2 
Mr. John H.C. Mudd........ceasceeee 2 
Mr. D. W. ©, Clark... ccc e econ sees 2 
Mr. P. B. Prindle.....cccecessanesceee Í 
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The following is the vote in detail: 


For John W, Forney—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, 
Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bocock, Booth, Bowdon, Bowlin, 


| Boyd, Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, J. 


Cable, G. A. Caldwell, Cartter, Cleveland, H.: Cobb, W. R. 
W. Cobb, Colcock, Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, Doty, Dun- 


|, sentatives had been adopted for the government of | 


ham, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch; Fuller, Gerry, 
Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hackett,..Hall, Hamilton; Ham- 
mond, Haralson, Harlan, Harmanson, f. G. Harris, S.. W. 
Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holladay, Howard, Hubbard 

Inge, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jonés, Kafe 
man, La Sére, Leffler, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, Me~ 
Clernand, McDonald; McDowell, McLanahan, Robert M. 
McLane, McMullen, McQueen, Mc Willie, Meade, Miller, 
Milson, Morris, Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, 
Phelps, Potter; Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, 
Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, Frederick Ps. Stanton, 
Richard H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Swéetser, Thomas, 
Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, William Thompson, 
Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Wellborn, Whittlesey, 
Wood, Woodward, and Young. . 

For Thomas J. Campbell—Messrs. Alston, Anderson, An- 
drews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Breck, Briggs, 
Brooks, Burrows, ‘Thomas B. Butler, E. C. Cabell Joseph 
P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, 
Clingman, Cole; Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Deberry, Dixon, 
Duer, Duncan, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Goode- 
now, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Hay- 
mond, Henry, Hilliard, Houston, Howe, Hunter, Jackson, 
James L. Johnson, Daniel P. “King, George G, King, 
James G.. King, John A,- King, Levin, Marshall, Mc- 
Gaughey, McKissock,:Finis E. McLean, Moore, Morehead, 
Morton, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, Otis. Outlaw, Owen, Phæ- 
nix, Pitman, Putaam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, 
Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, School- 
craft, Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, 
Alexander H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, John B. 
Thompson, Toombs, Underhili, Vinton, Watkins, White, 
Wiliams, Wilson, and Winthrop. 

For Mr. Phileo—Messrs. Allen, Durkee, Giddings, Julian, 
Preston King, and Wilmot. 
gror Mr. Sargent—Messrs, Crowell, Horace Mann, and 

uck, 

For Mr. Foot—Messrs. Hebard, Matteson, and Dickey: 

For Mr, Mudd—Messrs. Chester Butler, Alexander Evans. 

For Mr. Olark—Messrs. Thurman and Meacham. 

For Mr. Prindle— Mr. Alexander. 


No choice. . f 
A message in writing was received from the 


| President of the United States by the hands of 


Colonel Buiss, his Private Secretary. ` 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, rose and said that he 
desired to make a personal explanation, and to ask 
the consent of the House to be excused from 
voting. About a week ago—— 

The SPEAKER interposed, and said that the 
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Harris] desired the 
unanimous consent of the House to explain his 
reasons‘ for asking to be excused from voting. 

No objection having been made— 

Mr. HARRIS proceeded to say, that about a 
week ago he had agreed to pair off with Mr. Kerr. 
He (Mr. H.),supposed that that gentleman would 
return at the commencement of the present week. 
As the gentleman did not answer to his name, he 


| (Mr. H.) had not voted. He hoped the House 


would excuse him from voting until the gentle- 
man’s return. 

Mr. H. was excused. 

The roll was then called the fourth time; the 
tellers reported that 219 votes had been given in; 
necessary to a choice 110; of which 

Mr. Forney received....ee.eeeseeeeeee 107 

Mr. Campbell... . 26. e cece ee cere eens 95 

Mr. Phileo...csscescveccvervccvccccace 6 

Mr. Foot... cccessecccesnecsceeesasee D 

Mr. Sargent..... 3 

Mr. French. .ssesseeusooeseasiesossese 2. 

1 
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The following is the vote in detail: 

For Mr. ForneyMessrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bocock, Booth, Bowdon, Bowlin, 
Boyd, Albert G, Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, 
Joseph Cahle, G. A. Caldwell, Cartter, Cleveland, Howell 
Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Coleock, Daniel, Dimmick, 
Disney, Doty, Dunham, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, 
Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hackett, 
Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, Harmanson, 


| Sampson W. Harris, Isham G. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, 


Holladay, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, Robert 
W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La Sére, Lefter, Littlefield, 


| Job Mann,Mason, McClernand, McDonald, McDowell, Me- 
| Lanahan, R. M. McLane, McMullen, McQueen, McWiillie, 


Meade, Miller, Millson, Morris, Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, 


| Peasiee, Peck, Phelps, Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, 


Robinson, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, F. P. Stanton, 
R. H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob 
Thompson, James Thompson, William Thompson, Venable, 
Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Wellborn, Whittlesey, Wood, 
Woodward, and Young. 

For Mr. Camphell—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, 
Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bokee, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, 
Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, B. C. Cabell, 
Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Cling- 
man, Cole, Conger, Corwin, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, 
Duncan, Alexander. Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freed- 
ley, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, 
Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, Houston, Howe, 
Bunter, Jackson, James L, Johnson, Daniel P. King, George 
G. King, James G. King, John A. King, Levin, Marshall, 
McKissock, Moore, Morehead, Morton, Nelson, Newell, 
Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Owen, Phenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, 
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Reynolds, Ristey, Rockwell, Rose Rumsey, Sackett; Sct er ry Eusa et ten 
Rei Rey, acral i PGE ot Wa ket ta ae JN a 
Sprague, Stanly, Alexander H. Stephens,’ Thaddeus Ste- outa division. ees a f z “Mes $ 
yens Taylan D B. Thompson, Thurman, Toombs, Un- ||; ~The roll was then called the fifth time. The T A 
ar bit, ay , Watkins, White, Williams, Wilson, and’ tellers reported that 220 votes had been given in; Hunter, Daniel P. King, Matieson, 
ior My. Phileo--Messts. “Allen; Durkee "| necessary to a choice 111; of which Lc eae Moore, Owen, Schenck, Silvester, Spaulding, Alexan 
Wilmot, Giddings, and Julian: » Preston King, |: Mr, Forney received... ...s+2+ esse eee eel 06 H- Benes Thaddeus Stevens, de 


4 John. B- Thompsons: Pharman 
| Wiliams; and Winthrop... 


For Mr. Foot—Megsrs. Campbell, M. “MeGaushe ‘ é OE oe EE 
Fins E MeLean and a , Matteson, McGaughey, ||. Mr Campoli saad e ene eilestee canes es -102 For My. Prindle—Meswrs. Bennett, Giddi 
Vor Mr. Sargent Mesers, Crowell, Horace ‘Manin dea T. Phileo ..cscuecewersecceess 24 Sackett, and Sehoolérafte i” oue Oe a 
Tack. a) dard bee asa iat tie iy and Le Disithcsadecssebeccssas EEk aR aa (2 R Por Mfr. French- Messrs: Bingham, Campbell M 
For Mr. French—Messrs. Bingham and Root. ETA r. Sargent voce cerscecteacecenercee ee” 2 Da e N E Gece iss ff oe 
a . 4 Root. ; ` . x ‘or Mr. PI 3 uli ] 
For Mr: Clark—M1, Moacham, nes ; Mr. Prindles ss. esses cece secre re renee 2 and nee „Durkee, M aT, 
No choice. i ce Mi. Clark... cece cccse oer ereeeerisere 1 For Mr. Sargënt—Messrs. Horace Mann and Tuck 
Mr. BUTE ot Pennsylvania, rose for the || Mer Gouverneur sessresernerreresett r No choice. ies Tiy 
purpose of moving that further voting for lerk be ‘ ` sns Boe te a Wie 
postponed for the present, in order that the House be. ues ; 220 : The mol was agam, called, being the seventh 
might ‘proéeed to the election of a Sergeant-at- The following is the vote in detail: time. , The tellers reported that 220 votes had been, 
Arms. „Ho said that he understood that the Ser- gE onn W. Forney- Messrs; Ajbertson, Ashe, Averett, | given in; necessary to a choice. 111; of which ik 
eant-at-Arms of the last Hous i _ |i Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bissell ocoek, Booth, Bowdon, Bowlin, Ar. i a gor © 
fieved from the dut ouse desired to be re- || goya, Aiert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Brel, Burt, Mr Torney řéceived. retten nenasnt rT 
nue y. < || Joseph Cable, Cartier, Cleveland, Howell Cobb, W. RW.) - r, Foote wes ereverreecrrseterenseets OL. 
Objections were made. de ; Cobb, Coleoek, Daniel, Dimmick,' Disney, Doty, Dunham, Mr. Campbell... wee PEER | aan 
Mr. BUTLER did not persist in. the motion. Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gil- Mr. Phileo... nena eee ed cone ee eee eke 


a rR ie ae rrn a tre maani- || mare Garma, Oran, taeka t/a Bat a> eae || Mr Goasa 
x, a Ge ATTIS, 3. VV. arris. a 5 
mous consent of the House to introduce a resolu- || Hibbard, Hoagland, Holladay, "Howard; Hubbard, Inge, An- Mr. Gouverneur 


E ab dieie ew he 5, 9S 
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tion. i f drew Jobnson, R. W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La Sére, Mr. Prindle. csc cece ee cec cer se ees t Le 
‘The resolution was read for information, as fol- Lefer, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, MeClernand, MeDon- ; a 
lowe: ` f ald, MoDowell, MeLananan; Robert M. McLane, McMul- ugay 
R 4 3 Jen, McQueen, McWillie, fleade, Miller, Millson,’ Morris oy ` ERE: 2 
Resolved, That Thomas J. Camprety, who is now per-.|| Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, Peasiee, Peck, Phelps, Potter, | The following is the vote in detai: © 


forming ex gratia the duties of Clerk, should be sworn by || Powell, Richardson, Robhins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Saw- 


the Speaker to act pro tempore as Clerk of this House, and || telle, Seddon, F. P; Stanton, R. H. Stanton, Stetson; Strong, For John W. Forney—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett,” 


that he be sworn accordingly. f Swertser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bocock, Booth, Bowdon, Bowsin » 
The resolution having been read— William Thompson, Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Boyd, Albert.G: Brown, Willian J. Brown, Bueh: Bi 
k Joseph Cable, George A- Caldwell, Cartter, Clevelan 


‘ +a: Wellborn, Whittlesey, Wood, Woodward, and Young. ` 3 
A MARONE ther aide would ae seen ey a Onnpbell Messrs. Alexander, Ane, An. || ell Cobh, W. R. W. Cobb, -Coicock, Daniel, Dimmick, Dis- 
ger on other side © è House that || derson, Andrews, Ashmun. Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Breck, || TY. Doty, Danham, “Edmuridson, ‘Ewing, Featherston, 
This wasa concession, according to his understand- Briggs Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, “Hackett; 
ing, to the point which had been raised by the Tua. eael Jonen P. EA Campbell, Casey, Bal), Hamilton, Hammad, Bel Haran, i teeny 

i ¥ > |! Chandler, Clarke, Clingman, ole, Conger. Conrad, Corwin, || £ G. Harris: ampaon W. Harris, Hibbard, Hoaglan oha- 
gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Ince] the other || Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan? Alexan- || 44¥2 Howard, Hubbard, Inge, Andrew Jobuson, Robert 
day, that the House conld not proceed at all to the || der Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freediey, Goodenow, || W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La Sère, Leffler; Litdefield, 
transaction of legislative business until a Cler Cottagould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymo I| Job Mann, Mason, McClernand, McDonald, MeDowell 
hould have b 8 In off , Sag iney, Hilliaed, Houston, H pon, Hav, Raymond, || Metanahan, Robert M. McLane, MeMulten McQuean; 
shou ave been gworn. no ering this resolu- ae enry, Hilliar ; ous m, owe, unter, Jackson, ji JANADAN, ert e Mech H 2 ae 3 ANS 
k z : i! James L. fs A ; vorge i h MeWillie, Meade: Miller, Milison Morris, Morse, Olds, Or 
tion, he (Mr. M.) yielded to the law of 89 on that |! Go ki L. Johnson, Daniel P; King. George G, King, Tames i k, Pi } $ dehardson? 
point. ‘To his mind, it seemed that the gentleman 


G. King, John: A. King, Levin, Matshall, Matteson, Me- Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Potter, Powell, Richardson, 
Gaughey, MeKissock, Finis F. McLean, Moore, Morehead, Robhins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, Fred- 


now acting as Clerk—— Morton, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Owen, Phe- cree p Siantan; Richard ae Stanton, Stetson, Strotig, 
i nix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley Rockwelt Sweetser, Thomas, aco ompson, James "Thompson, ¢ 
Calis to order interrupted Mr. M. Rose, Rumsey. Sackett, Schenck. Schormerharn, School. || William Thompson, Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, 


The SPEAKER said debate was not in order. || craft? Sheppard, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, A. Wellborn, Whittlesey, Wood, Woodward, and Young. 
Mr. MARSHALL said he did not propose to || H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, John’ B. Thamp- || , Eor Solomon Foot—Messrs. Alexander, Alien, Andrews, 


i son, Thurman, Toombs, Underhill, Vinton Watki Ashmun, Baker, Bennett Bokee, Breck,’ Briggs, Brooks, 
debate, but he desired to move that the rules of | Wie, Wiliams, Wilson, and Winthtop. ins, |) Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas D. Butler, Calvin, Camp: 


the House be suspended for the purpose of en- For Mr. Phileo—Messre. Durkee, Julian, Preston King, peli, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Cor- 


äbling him to introduce the resolution which had || and Wilmot. win, Crowell, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, ‘Alexander 
been read. For Mr. Prindle—Messrs. Allen and Giddings. avann, anan Pani Fowles Preen n Ganden n ai 
* * For Mr. S t-—Messrs. H. M: Tuck. FOU rinne alloway, Hampton, Hay, Hebard, Henry 

M. CARTTER rose to inquire of the gentle- For My, French Mes ae Th na een tae Houston, Howe, Hunter, Tackeon, James L. Johnson, D. P» 
man from Kentucky [Mr. MarsnaLL] whether he For Mr. Gouverneur—Mr. Holmes. King, James G. King, John A, King, Horace Mann, Matte- 
[Mr. M.] did not think it would be well enough || For Mr. Olarke-Mr. Meacham. . son, MeGaughey, ee See, Ous, Owen, Phar 

i im? : aore, Morehea elkon we is, Owen, 
to elect a Clerk before swearing him ! No choice. : nix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell,’ 


Mr. MARSHALL said he would reply to the | , Ros i À 2 Aare d 

7 i M HENCK = ‘ose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck Shermerhorn, Sebool- 

remark of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. CARTTER] an KAO IEN A en rose and nominated Solo craft? Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague. Stanly; ‘AL Hy 
m , . 


i Y i i š 5 $ Stephens, Thaddeus: Stevens Taylor, John Bs Thompson 
by saying that Mr. Campbell had been acting an || The roll was then again called—being the sixth || Thurman, Toombs, Tuet, Paea Vinton, White, Wile 


the capacity of Clerk since the commencement of || time. The tellers reported that 219 votes bad been |) liami Wilson, and Winthrop. 


the session, and that he ought to be sworn if he |<; OEREN i A ; For Mr. Camphell—Mesers. Anderson, E.'C. Cabell 
was to act in that capacity, or that he should not given in; necessary, faa. choice 110; of which Caldwell, Clingman, Deberry, Haymond, Hilliard, George 
act at all Mr komey tae eee ee 108 G. King. Levin, Marshall, Morton, Outlaw, and Watkins. 
i : r. Ca Olli sea ccevecseeseceserere re Te . Phileo—M . Durk: Juli Prest i 
Lat T TAKER remindad’ gentlemen that all|| Me Poot aeisreaessonsan iarrtas A E E N ee ea me 
debate was out of order. Mr. Prindle 6 For Mr. French—Messrs. Bingham and. Root. 
Mr. SCHENCK suggested to the gentleman Mr French. RAGES AUS Te ee See For Mr. Prindle—Mr. Giddings, “apie 
from Kentucky [Mr. Marsuatu] a modification of || yr. Phileo o... ee aaa E RY For Mr. Gouverneur-—Mr. Holmes. aie 
his resolution. Instead of moving to suspend the Mr. Sargent . ear ENA i k A ed 9 No choice. 


rules for the resolution which had been read, Mr. Mr, HARALSON moved that the House do 


S. suggested that the gentleman should offer a res- 219 now adjourn. 
olotion simp Y declarink ee Mr ei hell (or The following is the vote in detail: The question was taken and decided in the neg- 
any other person) a °S : PR ld be in For John W. Forney—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, ative. : : . 
Such a resolution (Mr. 8. suppose ) wou e in || Ray, Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bocock, Booth, Bowdon,. Bow- So the House refused to adjourn. 
order under the orders of the day. This would be || jin, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, aF 

ing the form of the proposition. Joseph Cable, George A. Caldwell, Carter, Cleveland, How- THE EIGHTH OF JANUARY. 
merely chang me aid t POR la dobb. W. R. W. Cobb, Colcack, Daniel, Dimmick, Dis- 


The SPEAKER seid that ms moar of genn NEY Doiy, Dunham, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, Mr. McMULLEN sent to the Clerk’s table-a 
was fixed by the rules, andt ata resolution of the || Fitch, Fuller, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hackett, Hall 4 hich he said he offered iyi 3 
Á ; | 7 , 1 ss , || resolution, which he said he otfered as a privileged 
kind suggested would not be in order, except under |} Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, Harmanson, Isham f-which ld he obtained 
a suspension of the rules. The question was on || G- Harris, Sammon W. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holla- question, [a copy of which cour not be obtained, ] 
i pai fth entleman from Kentucky, [Mr day, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. || proposing to express the sense of the House ih. 
Y motion o eg d th les to enable him to Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La Sare, Lefiler, Littlefield, Job regard to the achievements of the American arms 
ARSHALL, | to suspen eru Mann, Mason, MeCternand, McDonald, MeDowell, Me- || at New Orleans in 1815, and to commemorate: the | 


introduce the resolution which had been read. Lanahan, Robert M. McLane, McMullen, McQueen Me- ‘i i ; : 

‘And the question having been taken it was de- || Willie, Meade, Mitler, Mihison, Morris, Morse, Olds, Orr, || day by adjourning over till Wednesday next. 

A : qussa itho divisi n Parker, Peaslee, Phelps, Potter, Powell, Richardson, Rob- The SPEAKER said, the resolution was not a 
cided in the negative without a division. bins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Sav telle, Seddon, Frederick privileged question, and could only be introduced, 


; i 7 1 f 
Mr. KAUFMAN asked the unanimous conse tll P Stanton. Richard H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser: || therefore, by unanimous consent, or under a sus- 


S i e aresolution. it was |} Thomas, Jacob ‘Thompson James Thompson, Wiliam A ` . 
of the House to introduc s omaan Venable, Walden. Waldo, Wallace, Wellborn, || pension of the rules... It would, however, be in 


read for inforgauoaran follows: E EE, Whittlesey, Woodward, and Young. ‘aie order for the gentleman. to. move ao when. the 
Resolved, That on the next vote for Clers, For Thomas J. sampbell—Messrs. iston, Anderson 5 s itadjourn to meet on ednésda 
having a plurality shali be declared elected. Ashmun, Baker, Bokee, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, C. House adjourn a J eS y 


; ; ahi a t 
ad, objections || Butler, Thomas B. Butler, E. C. Cabell, Joseph P. Cald- next, : ; $ 
The resolution having been read, 00) Bui Galvin, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Clingman, Cole. Con- Mr. MeMULLEN submitted that motion. 


were made to its introduction. z rad, Corwin, Deberry, Dixon, Duer Alexander Evans Mr: KAUFMAN asked the yeas and nays; 
Mr. KAUFMAN, remarking that in the elec-.!) Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Gort, Gould, Halloway, . which: were ordered, and being taken, were—yeas 
tion of Speaker the rule he proposed had worked || Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hilliard, Mouston, Howe, Jack- || sg nays 116 : 

a : 


: } se be || son. J. L. Johnson George G. King, James G. King, John X M 
admirably, move that thie Tulen or ee ea sn || A. King, Levin, Marshall, Finis E. McLean, Morehead, | So the motion was rejected. 
suspended, for the purpose o ing Morton, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Phenix, Pits || seAndthen, on motion of Mr. VENABLE, the 


troduce the resolution. man,Putnam,Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell,Rose,Scher-, || q 
‘And the question, “ Shall the rules be suspend- || merhorn, Shepperd, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Taylor, || House adjourned. 


HE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


PETITIONS, &e. 


‘The following petitions were presented and re- 
ferred ‘under the rule: 


By Mr. BOWLIN: The petition of Abraham Byrd, a citi- 
zen of Cape Girardeau county, Missouri, praying Congress 
to confirm a tide fonnded ona Spanish concession to a tract 
of Jand in said: county. and State. : i 

Also, the petition of the heirs of James Russell, of the 
county of Cape Girardeau, State of Missouri, praying Con- 
gtess to confirm a title founded on a Spanish concession to, 
a tract of land in said county and State. Both of which 
were referred to-the Committee. on Privatë Land Claims. ° 

Also, the petition of A. Wheeler and twenty-three others, 
citizens of ‘Ripley county, Missouri, praying the establish- 
ment of amail route from Van Buren, in the county. of Rip- 
ley, via Widow McFadden’s, of Black river, in the county 
of, Wayne, to.-Greenvilie, in the. county last aforesaid. 

Also, the petition of Robert P. Slaughter and sixty-two. 
others, citizens of Missouri and Ilinois, along the route 
proposed; praying: the’ establishment of a mail route from 
Apple, Creek Post Office, in the county of Cape Girardean, 
via Wittenberg, and crossing the. Mississippi at Wood and 
Spruce’s Ferry, and intersecting the route leading from Cairo 
to Chester; [}inois, at Murfreesboro’, a distance in all of 
about thirty-six miles. Both of which were referred to the 
Committee òn the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the petition of G. A. Walker and sixty-one others, 
citizens of Missouri, praying. the. establishment of a. com- 
mercial route between the: western limits of Missouri and 
Califonia, whereby the citizens may be accommodated with 
a safe, cheap, and direct transmission in the interchanges of 
products between California and the valley of the Mississip- 
pi. Referred to the Commitiee on.Commerce. 

Also, the petition of John Romain, a soldier of the late 
war with Great Britain, and now a citizen of St. Louis 
county, Missouri, praying for a pension on account of 
wounds received whilst in the service of the United States 
during that war, which have so disabled him in his old age 
as to render bim incapable of labor for a support; which 
was referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of Michael Conrad and oné hundred 
and seven others, citizens of the county of St. Louis, Mis- 
souri, and township of Carondelet; praying. Congress to con- 
firm their survey of commons as. surveyed. and: established: 
by Surveyors General. Rector, McRea, Willburn, and, Lang- 
ham; which was. referred to: the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

Also, the petition of Napoleon Brown, Arabra Brown, and 
Catharine Brown, citizens of Wayne county, Missouri, 
praying to be allowed: to change certain land:entries made 
under mistake, by which they have lost their improvements 
of fourteen years, and their entry falls upon lands utterly 
valueless. Referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky: The petition of John 
B. Richeson, and other heirs of Colonel Holt Richeson, 
claiming compensation for the revolutionary services ofsaid 
Holt Richeson. 

Also, the petition of Joseph D. Ward, for a pension, on 
account of wounds received in the Mexiean war. 

Also, the petition of Benjamin Lee, and 298 other citizens 
of Mason and Lewis counties, Kentucky, protesting against 
the employment of chaplains by Congress, or in the army 
or navy, and declaring appropriations of the public reve- 
nues for that purpose unconstitutional. ` 

Also, the petition of Wm. Greer, praying payment of a 
balance due for printing. 

Also, the petition of Jobn S. Devlin, of the United States 
marine corps, praying that he may be paid the usual allow- 
ance. granted to an Assistant Quartermaster. 

By Mr. GERRY: The memorial of C. J. Abbott, adminis- 
trator of the estate of Otis Little, and others, of Castine, 
Maine, praying for indemnity for French spoliations prior to 
the year 1800; and asked that it be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Affairs, 

Also, the petition of Wm. Hall and 150 others; and of 
Deacon John Sibley and 125 others, praying the abolition of 
the office of chaplain, wherever now employed at the ex- 

ense of the Government. 

(Mr. GERRY desired to say, in presenting these petitions, 
that while he could not concur in the views of the petition- 
ers, as set forth in their memorial, still, entertaining a pro- 
found respect for the right of petition, and a high regard for 
the memorialists, he asked that the petitions be read, and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.] 

By Mr. RISLEY: The petition of Josiah Haight and other 
citizens of Chautauqne county, New York, praying Congress 


to grant an appropriation for the improvement of the harbor | 


at the mouth of Cattaraugus creek. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, = 

Also, the petition of John C. Van Duyer and other citizens 
of Chautauque county, New York, praying Congress to pass 
a law giving pensions to the widows of all revolutionary 
soldiers. Referred to: the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions. : 

By Mr. HOAGLAND: A resolution of the General As- 
sembly of the State of Ohio, asking for the passage of a law 
reducing the price of the public lands in the vicinity of the 
Wabash and Erie and Miami Extension canals. Referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. è 

By Mr. MASON: The petition of Uriah Wilson, for a 
pension for services in the Indian wars. The petition of 
Joseph Carter, fora pension. The petition of John Jones, 
fora pension. The petition of the heirs of Thomas Fletcher, 
deceased, praying that the executors of said deceased be 
released from a certain bond payable to the United States; 
which were referred appropriately. 

By Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi: The petition of John 
Fisher and 53 others, citizens of Mississippi, praying the es- 
tablishment of a mail route from Aberdeen, Mississippi, via 
Camargo, Harrisburg, Ellistown, to Ripley, Mississippi. Re- 
ferred to the Committee’ on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mc. PHOENIX : Petition of 145 merchants in the city 
of New York, engaged in foreign commerce, for an act to 
limit the responsibility of ship owners and for other pur- 
pores.” 

Aiso, the. petition of William G. Boucknar, executor of 
the estate of J, J, Bulow, jra, to be indemnified for property 


destroyed by the Seminole. Indians while in the occupancy- 
of the United States. troops. - i . 

Also, the petition of Catharine Clark, widow of Joseph 
‘Clark, a seaman, fora: pension. is 

Also, six several petitions fromrcitizens, merchints, bank- 
ers, &c., praying for a mint in the city of New York. 

Also, a petition from citizens of New York in favor of a 
reduction ix the rates of postage. : 

Mr. P. moved that the. petifion and papers relating to the 
claim: of Robert Roberts be taken from the files and referred 
to the Combiittee of Claims. Agreed to.” i 

Mr.. P. also moved to-take from-the files the papers rela- 
ting to the duty, on maize destroyed by fire in: New Yorkin 
1845, and that they be referred to the Committee on Com- 
merçe., Agreed to. 

By Mt. BRIGGS: A memorial for the establishment of a 
Branch Mint in the eity of -New York, signed by Cyrus P. 
Smith and others. Referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of James Francia for a 
pension, in consideration of injuries received during the late 
war with Great Britain... Referred to the Committee on in- 
valid Pensions. - 

By Mr. WALLACE: The petition. of the Hon. William 
T. Nicholls, and twenty-seven other citizens of South Car- 
olina, praying that a mail route be established from Pacolet 
Mills to White Plains, in the said State; and asked that the 
same be referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. A 

By Mr. FREEDLEY : The petition of William D. Shaw, 
for compensation for beefsupplied to the United States troops 
at Fort Gibson, in the Creek Nation, in 1842. 

Also, the petition of John Cottman, son of Capt. Robert 
Coltman, of the revolutionary army, for compensation for 
revolutionary services rendered. 

By Mr. GRINNELL: The petition of citizens of Nan- 
tucket, for a light-house on the west end of that island. 

Also, of citizens of Massachusetts for cheap postage. 

By Mr. KING, of Massachusetts: The petition of the 


{ heirs of Gen. Baron De Kalb. 


Also, the petition of the heirs of Lieut. Wadley Noyes of 
the revolutionary army. 

_Also, the petition of Job Dennen for relief on account of 
seizure and. condemnation of his schooner Director, by the 
British.. > . ae 

Also, the petition of Wiliam R. Robinson and others, for 
relief on account of French spoliations, 

By Mr. BURROWS : The memorial of Luther Wilsenand 
320 other citizens of the State of New York, asking wko 
act may be passed directing a survey to be made of Twelve 
Mile Creek and vicinity, in the county of Niagara, New 
York, with a view to the construction of a harbor at the 
mouth of said creek. Referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

By M- FITCH, of Indiana: The petition of citizens of 
Pulaski and White counties, Indiana, for a post route from 
Lafayette through Monticello and Winawac to Plymouth. 
Boteree to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 

oads, d 

By Mr. UNDERHILL : The petition of sundry citizens of 
New York for an appropriation to remove the rocks in Hurl- 
gate, New York. Referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Alao, the petition of Thomas H. Leggett, of New York, 
for the return of certain duties. Referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

By Mr. EVANS, of Maryland: The petition of George F., 
Warfield, praying indemnity for French spoliations com- 
mitted prior to 1800. 

Also, the petition of Mary Lee and others upon the same 
subject. 

Also, the memorial of Elizabeth Ring, of Battimore, widow 
of Captain Thomas Ring, praying the like indemnity. All 
which several memorials and petitions were, upon the mo- 
tion of Mr. Evans, referred to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. DOTY: The petition of the Governor and Board 
of Public Works of the State ot ‘Wisconsin, for a grant of a 
certain military reservation, to aidin the improvement of 
the Fox and Wisconsin rivers. 

Also, the petition of citizens of the county of Manitoo- 
woe, asking an appropriation to improve the harbor at the 
mouth of the Manitoowoe river. 

Also, the petition of H. N. Ross and one hundred and 
twenty-nine citizens of the county of Sheboygan, asking the 
reduction of postage to éwo cents, and that the privilege of 
franking be abolished. 

Also, the petition of citizens of the State of Wisconsin, 
asking the passage of a law to authorize the Postmaster 


i General to contract for carrying the mail from Buffalo to 


Detroit, through Canada, during the suspension ofnavigation 
on the Lakes. 

Also, the petition for an appropriation to improve the har- 
bor at Manitoowoc. 

Also, the petition for a mail route from Dartford by State 
Center and White river settlement, to the county seat of 
Portage county, in Wisconsin. i 

_By Mr. SILVESTER: The petition of Jehiel Tuttle for 
a pension. Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of Hannah Ten Broeck, for a pension. 
Referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

By Mr. NELSON: The petition of the Trustees of the 
First Presbyterian Church in Yorktown, Westchester coun- 
ty, New York, praying for the payment of their church edi- 
fice, parsonage, &c., burnt by the British in the revolution- 
ary war. Referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Also, the petition of Byard & Paul, and other citizens of 
New York, praying for an appropriation to remove obstruc- 
tions in the Hurlgate channel, near New York harbor. 

By Mr. YOUNG: The petition of his Excellency Augus- 
tus O. French, (Governor of the State. of Itinois,) John 
Moore, and five others, citizens of Ilinois, asking Congress 
to grant to Jacob Shy a quarter section of land, in consider- 
ation of disability incurred in the military service of the 
United States, in the army of the Northwest, under General 
Harrison. Referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, the petition of James Eagleton and one hundred 
and fifteen others, asking the establishment of a mail route 
from Lawrenceville, in Lawrence county, Minois, to. Rob- 
inson, in Crawford county, Illinois.” Referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. i 


Also, the petition of Samne! Bakér and: one hundred and. 
sixteen others, asking Congress to. grant: to the volunteers 
who served in the Northwestern Territory, between the 
years 17883 and 1795, the same relief that is now piven to sol- 
diers who served in the revolutionary war ; or that-a ‘special 
act: may be passed, allowing said Baker the same relief that 
is extended to soldiers of the revolutionary war. Referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. ak 

Also, the petition of Thomas Spencer, of Illinois, asking a 
pension in consideration of military services rendered in the. 
Wabash country, under General Clark, and for other mili- 
tary services. Referred to the Committee on Revolutionary, 
Pensions. S : 

Also, the petition of David Murphy and 53 others, citizens 
of Effingham county, in the State of Minois, remonstrating 
against the appropriation of the national funds to support a 
national clergy for the Houses of Congress, for the army and 
navy, for military ‘schools and Indian stations. Referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. ; 

Also, the petition of H. Alexander and William Wilson, 
late register and receiver of the land office at Palestine, in 
the State of Ilinois, and James McLean, present register, 
asking that the same compensation may be allowed to each 
officer on lands already located and on those. that: may be 
Jocated hereafter with land warrants, as is allowed where 
lands are located with money. Referred to the. Committee 
on Public Lands. a 

Also, the petition of Joseph Allison and 42 others, asking 
the establishment of a mail-route; in Tlinois, from Marshall, 
in Clark county, through Salisbury, in Coles: county, by 
Campbell! and Springville post offices, to Shelbyville, in 
Shelby county. 


Also, thé petition of William Dryden and 42 others, citi- - 


zens of Coles county, in the State of Illinois, forthe same 
purpose, Referred to the Committee on the Post Offices and 
Post Roads. 

On motion by Mr. GERRY, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers in the case of Nat. 
Davis, William Gove, and Benjamin Cresey be taken from 
the files of this House and referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs: i 

On motion by Mr. GERRY, it was also 

Ordered, That. the petitions and papers in the case of 
David Towle be taken from the files of this House and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, January 7, 1850. 


Mr. HALE presented a memorial of the legal 
representatives of William Ham; a memoria! of 
John McClintock and others, of Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire; a memorial of the heirs-at-law of 
Samuel. Hill; and a mentorial of Elizabeth H. 
Thacker, asking indemnity for French spoliationa 
pilor to 1800; which were ordered to lie on the 
table. i 

Also, the petition of Lois Brewster, widow of a° 


revolutionary soldier, asking to be allowed a pen- : 


sion; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 


LIBERIA. 

Mr. CLAY presented the memorial of John D. 
D. Rosset, asking indemnity for French spolia- 
tions; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, a memorial from Ether Shepley and others, 
citizens of Portland, Maine, asking that the Re- 
public of Liberia, in Africa, may be acknowledged 
as an independent nation. 

This petition, said the honorable gentleman, 
sets forth facts which are known to the Senate— 
that the Republic of Liberia has been acknowl- 
edged by some of the governmentsof Europe, and 
is now in successful progress; that it has succeed- 
ed in the establishment of its government, and in 
establishing schools, and churches, and other in- 
‘stitutions. They therefore ask us to unite in its 
recognition as a republic. I move that it be re- 
ferred, without reading, to the Committee on For- 
eign Relations. i 

The memorial was referred accordingly. 


FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 

Mr. GREENE presented the memorial of Wm. 
C. Gibbs and others, asking indemnity for French 
spoliations prior to 1800; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Mr. HUNTER presented the memorial of the 
heirs of Andrew Glassell, and the memorial of the 
heirs of John Dunlop, asking indemnity for 
French spoliations prior to 1800; which was or- 
dered to lie on the table. 


PATENTS. 


Mr. WEBSTER presented four petitions from 
manufacturers of shoe lasts, and other citizens of 
Massachusetts, praying to be protected against for- 
eign violations of their patent rights. 

He also presented the memorial of Thomas 
Blanchard, inventor of a machine. called “ Blanch- 
ard’s self-directing machine,” asking to` be pro- 
tected against violations of his patent right. 

I present these memorials, said: the honorable 
gentleman, from various parts of the country, 


at, 


1850. 


praying Congress, if it can; to protect’ the mêmo- 
rialists in the use of their Héense fron Thomas 
Blanchard, who holds a patent fora: machine’ for | 
working articles in wood and stone, and which is: 
a very useful machine. Mr. Blanchard unites with’ 
the memorialists:in praying that Congress wildo’ 
something for the protection of his: interests, and 
especially the interests of those who hold. licenses: 
under hia patent. It had been hoped that enough 
had been done, but there seems to be no end to the’ 
ingenuity of mah’ in evading “legal: prohibitions. 
It has become customary, within the-last few 
years, for persons to take this machine and carry 
it into the British provinces, and there manufac- 
ture shoe-lasis, gun-stocks, and everything of that 
kind, and import them into the United States at an 
ad valorem duty. Idesire to present these me- 
morials to the Senate, that they may be referred to 
the Commigtee on Patents, and I give notice that I 


shall, to-morrow, ask leave to bring in a bill on 
this subject, that it may be referred also to the 
game committee, for the purpose, if it should meet 
with approbation, of putting an end to this new 
form of piracy. 

The four petitions were referred to the Commit- 
tee on Patents, and the petition of Blanchard to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 


VARIOUS PETITIONS. 


_ Mr. DICKINSON presented the petition of cit- 
izens of the United States asking that diplomatic 
intercourse between the Government of the United 
States and the Austrian Empire may be suspend- 
ed; which was referred to the Committee on For- 
eign Relations. « : 

‘Also, the memorial of George R. Herrick, ask- 
ing compensation for services as a clerk in the 
office of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs; 
which was referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Also, the memorial of citizens of West Troy, 
New York, asking that the soldiers who served in 
the Florida war may be allowed the same bounty 
land that was granted to those who served in the 
war with Mexico; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. BERRIEN presented the petition of Wil- 
liam C. Brown, United States marshal for the dis- 
trict of Georgia, asking an increase of compensa- 
tion; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Also, the petition of Henry F. Willink, asking 
permission to purchase a certain lot of ground be- 
longing to the United States in the city of Savan- 
nah, Georgia; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. FOOTE presented the petition of the regis- 
ters and receivers: of the land. office at Jackson, 
Mississippi, asking to be allowed a commission on 
the entries of military bounty land warrants; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presented forty | 
petitions, numerously signed by citizens of Mas- 
sachusetts, asking that corporal punishment may 
he abolished in the navy of the United States, 
which were referred to: the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr. YULEE presented the petition of the heirs 
of James Chase, asking indemnity for French spo- 
liations prior to 1800; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. i 

Also, the memorial of Charles Byrne, asking to 
be allowed interest on money paid for lands and 
refunded to the United States on account of defect- 
ive titles; which Was referred to the Committee on 
the Public Lands. in 

Mr. MILLER presented the petition of the 
manufacturers of shoe-lasts in the city of New 
York, asking to be protected against foreign v10- 
Jations of their patent rights; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. MASON presented the memorial of the ad- 
ministrator of Ambrose Vasse, the petition of 
George Taylor, and the petition of the legal repre- 
sentatives of Alexander McCauley, asking indem- 
nity for French spoliations prior to 1800; which 
were ordered to lie on the table. . 

Also, the petition of Thomas Dennis, late a sea- 
man in the navy of the United States, asking to 
be allowed a pension on account of injuries re- 
ceived in the discharge of his duty; which was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented the petition of the 


register and receiver of the land office at St. Louis, 
and a petition of the register and -receiver of the 


land office at ‘Palmyra, in Missouri, asking to'be l 
tion of John Ð:Shetdön, 


allowed ¢ommissions ‘on entries’ of “land” under 


“bounty land warrants; which were referred to the. | 
-Committee.on.the Public Landa... Se 


Mr STURGEON. presented the momorial of 


“Henry Simpson, asking payment of a balance due 


for-his services as appraiser for the port of Phila- 
delphia; which was: referred to the Committee on 
Finance. : l Hee 

‘Algo, the memorial of the heirs of James Van- 
nuxen, and the memorial of the heirs of R. O’Bri- 
en, asking indemnity for French gpoliations prior 
to 1800; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. PEARCE presented the memorial of Wms 
H. Mariott, asking compensation for extra ser- 
vices while Collector of the Customs for the port 
of Baltimore; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. « 

Also, the memorial of the heirs of Wm. Duncan, 
deceased, and the memorial of Geo. T. Warfield, 
asking indemnity for French spoliations prior to 
1800; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. BUTLER. presented the proceedings of the 
Chamber of Commerce of Charleston, South 
Carolina, in favor of the establishment of a branch 
mint at that place; which were referred io the 
Committee on Finance, 

Mr. BRIGHT submitted documents relating to 


the claim of B. F. Miller to com ensation for 


medical services and losses in the late war with 
Mexico; which were referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

Mr. WHITCOMB presented the memorial of 
the heirs of William C. Keene, an officer in the 
last war with Great Britain, asking to be allowed 
a pension for his services; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. UNDER WOOD submitted documents re- 
lating to the claim of the heirs of Wm. Vawters, 
an officer in the revolutionary army, to commuta- 
tion pay; which was referred to the Commitiee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. CHASE presented a petition of citizens of 
Cincinnati, Ohio, asking that the reports and de- 
bates and proceedings of the Senate may be print- 
ed in phonetic character; which was referred to 
the Committee on Printing. i 

Also, the petition of citizens of Clarke county, 
Ohio, asking that the rates of postage may be re- 
duced and the franking privilege abolished; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. COOPER presented seventeen petitions of 
miners, laborers, mechanics, and others, citizens of 
Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, asking that the 
tariff may be remodeled on the principle of ad va- 
lorem duties and protection of domestic industry; 
which were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Also, four petitions from citizens of the State of 
Pennsylvania, asking that the spirit ration in the 
navy be abolished; which were referred to. the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. , 

Also, five petitions from citizens of different paris 
of Pennsylvania, asking that corporal punishment 
in the navy be abolished; which were referred’ to 
the Commitee on Naval Affairs. . 

Also, a memorial numerously signed by citizens 


of the State of Pennsylvania, strongly urging upon 


Congress to place the officers and soldiers of the 
last war with Great Britain on the same footittg, as 
to pay and bounty land, with the officers and sol- 
diers who served in the Mexican war; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
Also, the memorial of the heirs-at-law of Rob- 


ert Cunningham, asking the payment of certain 
promissory notes issued by the Continental Con- 
gress; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. g 

Also, a memorial from merchants and other citi- 
zens of the State of Pennsylvania; asking the con- 
struction of a harbor on Reedy Island, in the 
Delaware river; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, submitted docu- 
ments relating to the claim of the clerks in the 
Adjutant General’s office for increase of compen- 
sation; which, with the memorial on the files of 
the Senate, were referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

Mr. STEWART presented the memorial of the 
heirs of John Ross, and the memorial of the:widow 
of T. Ring, asking indemnity for French spolia- 
tions prior to 1800; which were ordered to lie on 
the table. ang, 


ditional compensation’ for’ se 


David P. Barhydt, asking“ compensation ‘for: 
services as an officer in ihe custom-house at Ne 
York; which. was referred to the. Committe 
Commerce. Toe EAE 3 
Mr. DODGE; of Towa, present Í 
of the mixed-blood Indians ‘of ‘the Menom 
nation, asking the payment. of the fund set apart, 
for them by the treaty. of the 18th :of ‘Octobery 
1848; which was referred to the Committeé on In- 
dian Affairs. $ ee, ea 
Mr. D. also presented the petition of the lateand 
present registers and receivers of: the Jand; offices 
at Dubuque and Fairfield, in lowa, asking to be 
allowed commissions on entries of military bounty. 
land warrants; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. ; i 
Mr. STEWART presented the memorial of 
Thomas R. Johnson, administrator of Rinaldo 
Johnson, and Sarah A. Nuthill, administratrix of, 
Ann E, Johnson, asking compensation for a-quan- 
tity of tobacco destroyed by: the British in, the 
year 1814; which was referred to the: Committee. 
of Claims: . oe fo gs 
On motion by Mr. DICKINSON). iia peice 
Ordered, That the petition of William H. Topping, on'the. 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee of Claims, 
On motion by. Mr. SEWARD, eee 
Ordered, That the’ memorials and ‘papers ‘on the file: 
the Senate, in relation to the claim of Barclay & ‘Livings 
and others, be referred to the Committee on Finance. 
On motion by Mr. HUNTER, os 
Ordered, That the executor of Carlin Page have leave to 
witbdraw hig petition and papers. i 
On motion by Mr. YULEE, 


Ordered, That the petition and papers on the files of the 
Senate in relation to the claim of Gad Humphreys, and also 
the petition and papers of James Edwards, be referred to the 
Committee on Military. Affairs. A pin 


On motion by Mr. MASON, , ee 

Ordered, That the papers on file in the Senate relating to 
the claim of the legal representatives of Moses Shepherd be 
referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals...) 


On motion by Mr. DOUGLAS, ale 

Ordered, That the papers on the files of the Senate relating 
to the claim of Thomas Copperthwaite & Co. and the resos 
lutions of the several State Legislatures on the subjéct of 
the distribution of the decisions of the Supreme Court, be 
seferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. eee 


On motion by Mr. BRIGHT, . Bo 

Ordered, That the papers of John ‘Spencer, late receiver 
of public moneys at Fort Wayne, on the files of the Senate; 
be referred to the Committee on Private Land Ciaiing. i: 


On motion by Mr. SEBASTIAN, mt 

Ordered, That the papers of Joseph. P Williams, now on: 
the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. : 


“On motion by Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts; 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of Timothy P: An- 
derson, on the files’ of the Senate, be referred to: the Comis 
mittee on Patents. - : Eth ee a 


On motion by Mr. COOPER, |. 
* Ordered, That the petition and papers 


of Mis: Emeline 


‘Porter, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Com- 


mittee on Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. MASON, 
Ordered, That David A. Watson have Jeave to withdraw 
his petition and papers. 
On motion by Mr. SEWARD, 
Ordered, That the memorial of Luther Bradish and others, 
asking that certain statistics may be collected in connéction 
with the census, be referred to the Special Committee on 
the Census. . 3 
On motion by Mr. ATCHISON, aK 
Ordered, That Dr. J. Likins have leave to, withdraw his 
petition and papers. $ . as i : 
On motion by Mr. FELCH, hee 
Ordered, That the petition and papers of William Miller, 
on the files of the Senate, be referred to the: Comimitiee on 
Pensions. fhe ye 
On motion by Mr. PEARCE, 


Ordered, Thar the petition and papers, on the files of the 
Senate, in relation to May Williams, for compensation for 
property destroyed: by the Seminole Indians, be referred to 


the Committee of Claims. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES, 


Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands; to.which was referred the bill to. reduce the 
minimum price of the mineral:Jands in the Lake 


Superior district, in Michigan, and in the Chippe-_ 
wa-district of Wisconsin, reported the same withe 


+ out amendment. 


T, 


Mr; BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- i 


ing, to which was. referred the motion to print the. 
memorials of Frederick Dawson, James Schott, 
and Elisha Dana Whitney, in_relation. to vessels: 


furnished Texas beforé annexation to the. United | 


States, reported against printing-the same; which 
Was agreed to... : : Soe: 
NOTICE: OF A BELL. 9° © 
“Mr. BENTON gave notice of his intention to 
bringin a bill proposing to thé State of Texas the 
reduction of her boundaries, the cession of herex- 
terior territory, and the relinquishment of all het 
claims on the’ United States for a consideration: to 
be paid her by the United States." ` 


` BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 


Mr, DOWNS, in pursuance of notice; asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill authorizing 
new. selections of land in lieu of worthless sections, 
or sections of inferior quality, and for other pur- 
poses; which was read a first and second time by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, in pursuance of notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to pro- 
vide for the unpaid claims of the officers and sol- 
diers of the Virginia State and Continental lines of 
the revolutionary army; which was read a first 
and second time by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. : 

Mr. WALKER, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to regulate 
appeals from the trial of issues in the District of 
Columbia; which was read a first and second time 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on. the 
Judiciary. : < 

Mr. YULEE; in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill amendatory of an 
act entitled ‘* An act to provide for the payment.of 
horses and other property lost or destroyed in the 
military service of the United States,’’ approved 
3d, March, 1849; which was read a first and second 
„time by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. i ba 

Mr. SEBASTIAN, in pursuance of notice, 
asked and obtained leave to-introduce a bill in re- 
lation to donations of land to certain persons in 
the State of Arkansas; which was read a first and 
second time by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public: Lands. 


TEXAS AND NEW MEXICO, 


Mr, HOUSTON asked the Senate to take up 


and consider the resolution which was submitted 
by him on the 27th ult. 

There being no objection, it was taken up and 
read, as follows : 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 


quested to communicate to the Senate all the official cor- | 


respoudence, since the 4th of March last, between the Gov- 
ernment of the United States and the military authorities 
stationed at. Santa Fé; also, all the correspondence between 
the authorities of the State of Texas and those of the United 


States Government, relating to the boundary or occupation | 


of the territory of Texas by the troops of the United States; 
also, the reasons why the judicial authorities of the State of 
Texas have not been recognized by the military authorities 
at Santa Fé. . ; 

Mr. BADGER. 1 see no objection to the reso- 
lution, except that the concluding clause assumes 
asa fact that the military officers of the United 
States have not- recogfized the judicial authority 
of the State of Texas. ` ; 

Mr. RUSK. The factisundeniable. ` Besides, 
there isno difficulty in the peraseology, If these 
facts are not as stated, the President of the United 
States can answer the inquiry. But I think the 
fact will be found that these officers have treated 
the country as a Territory of the United States. 

Mr. BADGER. My friend does not take no- 
tice of the concluding words. It is not that they 
do not recognize the officers at Santa Fé; but it is 
as if they refused to recognize them anywhere. 

Mr. RUSK. I think the honorable Senator 
from North Carolina has a wrong impression. 

Mr. BADGER. On examination I find that I 
was mistaken. 

The question was then taken on the resolution, 
and it was adepted. 


CHAPLAINS TO CONGRESS, 
Mr. FOOTE submitted the following resolution, 
which lies over under the rules: 


Resolwed, That two Chaplains of different denominations 
be-eleeted to Congress during the present session, one by 
each House, who shail interchange weekly. 


| irregularity with which ‘the ‘mail’ service is performed be- 


| ator from Michigan. 


i thority. « 


- On motion by Mr- SOUL Egs: 0 : 
Resolved, That the Committee on, the Post, Office and, 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into. the causes of the 


tween Washington and: New-Orleans; and to 
most effectual means of removing thè: =i 
“On motion by: Mr: DICKINSON, ©: Pit 
‘Resolved; That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to, zeturnto,,the Senate: the. petition. and papers.of Horace 
Squthmayd: & Son, with a view to legislative action 
thereon... a 


‘report on the 


an GENERAL ORDERS. © | 

Mr. DOUGLAS. There are séveral resolutions 
of inquiry upon the table, which have laid there 
some time; I hope the Senate will take them up in 
their order. . They will not, I apprehend, give rise 
to debate, and they can be disposed of before the 
Senate shall proceed to the special order. To ac- 
complish this object T move to postpone the con- 
sideration of the resolution submitted by the Sen- 


The motion was agreed to. 
REMOVALS FROM OFFICE. 


The VICE PRESIDENT announced the reso- 
lution of the gentleman forom Maine, [Mr. BRAD- 
BuRY,] which was submitted on the 24th ultimo, as 
the first in order, as fellows: 


Resolved, That the President be requested to cause to be |; 
laid before the Senate ali charges which have been preferred 
or filed in any of the departments against individuals who || 
have heen removed froin office since the 4th of March last, 
with aspecification of the cases, if any, in which the offi- 
cers charged have had opportunity to be heard, and a state- 
ment of the number of removals made under each depart- 
MENL è : 


‘Mr. PHELPS. I-hope that resolution will not 
be. pressed at this time.. I move that it be inform- | 


ally: passed over for the present. 
Mr. BRADBURY assented. 
The motion was agreed to accordingly. 
APPOINTMENTS IN CALIFORNIA. 
The VICE PRESIDENT stated. the resolution 
next in order to be that submitted by Mr. CLemens 
on the 27th ultimo, as follows: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to inform the Senate, ag early as practicable, wheth- 
er any person has been by him. appointed civil or military 
Governor of ‘California since the 4th of March last; and if 
s0, who has been so appointed, and what compensation has 
been allowed bim, ` i ; 

Also, that he be requested to inform the Senate whether 
any agent has been appointed by the Executive, or any of the 
departinents of the Government, and sent to California, with 
instructions or authority to organize a State government for 
that Territory, or to aid and advise the people within its 
limits in such organization. 

And Curther, that he be requested to inform the Senate 
how the delegates recently assembled in California, calling 
themselves a convention, were elected ; by whom the qual- 
ifications of the votets were fixed and determined; what 
those qualifications were ; and by what law the time, places, 
and manner of holding said election was regulated. 

And further, that he be requested to inform the Senate 
whether any census pf the inhabitants of said ‘Territory has 
been taken; and if so, by what law, and under what au- 


And further, that he be requested to communicate to the 
Senate all orders, (written or verbal,) instructions or cor- 
respondence with any person as civil or military Governor 
of California, or as agent on the part of the United States 
Government in California, 

And further, that he be requested to inform the Senate | 
whether any steps have been taken by the Executive, or any. 
department of the Government, to assemble a convention in 
New Mexico, for the purpose of adopting a constitution and 
making application for admission into the Union; and if so, 
that he be requested to communicate to the Senate all or- 
ders, instructions, and papers, in relation thereto. 

Aud¥urther, that he be requested to inform the Senate 
upon what ground he bases the opinion expressed in bis an- 
nual message of December 4, 1849, that the peuple of New 
Mexico will “at no very distant period present themselves 
for admission into the Union.” j 


Mr. DAWSON. I will move to amend that res- 
olution so as to include the preceding as well as 
the present Administration. 

Mr. MILLER. I hope the mover of that reso- 
lution will consent to have it passed over informal- | 
ly. It covers a great deal of ground. 

Mr. FOOTE. I beg leave to say to my friend | 
from Alabama that I trust he will not yield to the 
suggestion of the honorable Senator from New 
Jersey. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I have no objection to ap | 
amendment of the latter part of the resolution, or 
to its being stricken out, but I shall make no mo- 
tion. 

Mr. MILLER. f 
be stricken out. | 

Mr. RUSK. I see no necessity for these words | 
being stricken out. We need this information. | 


I move that the latter clause 


| voted upon, 


| motion. 


There is a question of jurisdiction, perhaps, in- 
volved in this case. We are compelled to. believe |} 


the United ;States; and it appears: this has ‘been 
done in 6pposition to the wishes of the-people, -Et 
seems to me it is proper that. this- question should. 
come: before the Senate for our information, and: 
for the information of the country. It is a grave. 
question, and involves serious consequences. > 

Mr, DOUGLAS. I would suggest the propri-: 
ety of allowing this subject.to pass over a day or 
two., I made the motion to. postpone the special’ 
order, that we might take up such resolutions as 
would give rise to no debate, and I do not think it 
would be right to. move to. postpone one debata- 
ble question and take up another. 

Mr. CLEMENS. There is another resolution 
which the honorable Senator from Mississippi 
says he shall call up, and which requires that this 
resolution should be previously discussed, on ac- 
count of the relation which it has this. The 
resolution is before us, and I intend it shall be 
e I agree there is. nothing in the reso- 
lution which we have nota right to demand. - Lt 
asks for nothing which should not have been con». 
tained in the message of the President, If that was 
what it should have been, this resolution would 
not have been on the table. Had he submitted 


į facts which his position required that he should, 


it would not have been necessary to call for inform- 
ation. The resolution is intended for no partisan 
purpose. I would as soon think of throwing a 
flaming torch into a magazine as of making a par- 
tisan question of this matter. My attention was 
called to the subject.by the Governor of the State 
of Alabama. The people of that State believe a 
fraud has been practiced, and they call for inform- 
ation.. What a farce it is to say you oppose, and 
still do the same things which the Wilmot proviso 
proposes to accomplish. Are we to be treated 
like sick children, who are induced to take the 
medicine offered them by giving the. pill a coat of 
sugar? 

You will not pass the Wilmot proviso, but you 
come here and pass the same principle which, that 
proviso involves; and, in doing so, you violate 
all precedents since the establishment of the Gov- 
ernment. And why will youdoit? Willasingle 
Senator get up and say that he would vote for the 
admission of that State were it not for the exist- 
ence of slavery in this country? Is there one here 
who would be so reckless as to vote for the admis- 
sion of California were it not for the slavery ques- 
tion ?. Isay itisa matter which we ought to know 
all about, and I intend to know all about it. [did 
not introduce this resolution as an assault on Gen, 
Taylor; but I will say that, though care nothing 
for him as the head of a political party, I do care 
for that portion of his followers. whose interests 
are identified with my.own. J make no war on 
him, save only when he makes war on the slavery. 
question. I shall do all I can to harmonize in- 
stead of divide the feelings of different sections of 
the Union. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I shall be ready to vote for 
the. most searching resolutions on this and many 
other subjects, when they come up, as I think, in 
a proper manner; but I do not think this. resolu- 
tion should be pressed now; because the motion 
to postpone the special order of the day was made 
simply in order that such resolutions might be ta- 
ken up as would lead to no debate. I now feel 
constrained to move that this resolution lie on the 
table and be printed. I will be as ready as the 
Senator from Alabama to taket. up at a proper 
time, and ask for the facts necessary to elucidate 


| the question. 


Mr. FOOTE, Mr. BUTLER, and Mr. BOR- 
LAND rose to speak, the motion to priat being 
debatable. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I withdraw the motion- to 
print, and move that it lie on the table, 

Mr. FOOTE. I will offer an amendment that 
it be printed. x 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That motionisnot 
in order. 

Mr. MASON, Iwill submit to the gentleman 
from Illinois whether he will not withdraw that 
I think this is a question which should 
be debated. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 1 am ready fora debate on 
the resolution, and a searching one; but 1 must 
say, as I before stated, that Ido not think it would 
be right for me to move to postpone one debatable 
resolution and to take up another; 


| 
| 
| 


PM ae BOR 


1850. 


LL 


Mr. BUTLER. I call the gentleman to order. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Why did not the gentleman 
from South Carolina call his friend from Virginia | 
to order when he asked the question? 7 

Mr. BUTLER. I call the gentleman to order, 
and I make no other reply than that I do it in ac- 
cordance with the rule of the Senate. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I will take my seat with 
great pleasure. : 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question will 
be on laying the resolution upon the table. 

Mr. TURNEY. [call for the yeas and nays 
on that question. 


The yeas and nays were ordered, and were as 
follow: l | 


YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Benton, Bradbury, 
Bright, Chase, Clarke, Clay, Corwin, Davis of Massachu- 
setts, Dayton, Douglas, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Jones, Man- 
gum, Miller, Norris, Pearce, Phelps, Shields, Smith, 
Spruance, Underwood, Upham, Wales, Walker, and Whit- 
comb—29, 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Bell, Berrien, Borland, But- 
ler, Cathoun, Cass, Clemens, Cooper, Davis of Mississippi, 
Dawson, Dickiason, Dodge of lowa, Dodge of Wisconsin, 
Downs, Foote, Houston, Hunter, King, Mason, Morton, 
Rusk, Sebastian, Seward, Soulé, Stewart, Sturgeon, Tur- 
ney, and Yulee—29, 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair votes in 
the affirmative. 
So the resolution was laid on the table. 


COLLECTION OF REVENUE. 


Mr. PHELPS. ‘There isa matter of business 
which has been before the Senate for some time, 
and Í have felt it my duty to urge heretofore the 
consideration of it. It was made the special order 
of the day for Friday last; but I yielded to the 
wish of the honorable Senator from Michigan, in 
the hope that his resolution would be one which 
would not produce much debate. [deem it neces- 
sary now to take up the resolution which I offered 
on the subject of the collection of the public reve- | 
nue, and, under the urgency of the case, I throw | 
myself on the indulgence of the Senate, and ask 
them to take up that resolution. ! 

Mr. DOGLAS. I hope the gentleman from 
Vermont will allow me to suggest that Í think he 
will get at his object sooner by allowing us to 
take up the resolutions in their order. 

Mr. PHELPS. I think I have already given a 
pretty good example of courtesy, and that I am 
not unreasonable in asking to return to the consid- 
eration of the resolution which I offered. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I hope the motion of the 
honorable gentleman from Vermont will not be 
adopted. I understand that the best way to facili- 
tate business is to finish one thing at a time. The 
resolution of the gentleman from Michigan was 
under consideration when the Senate adjourned on 
Friday last, and if we proceed with the discussion 
of that till it is finished, we shall finish our busi- | 
ness the sooner. ‘The resolution of the gentleman | 
from Vermont is perhaps an important one to con- | 
sider at a proper time, but I hope it will not be 
taken up now. 

Mr. PHELPS. I agree perfectly with the gen- | 
tleman from Maine, that the best way to facilitate | 
business is to do one thing at a time, and the mis- | 
fortune is that I, in the first instance, gave way to 
accommodate the gentleman from Michigan. | am 
not disposed to waste time; but I do not think the 
interests of the country would suffer if those 
speeches with which we have been entertained | 
had not been given. I hope, when the situation of 
the Treasury is considered, I shall be indulged in 
bringing this subject before the Senate. If there 
is to be debate upon the resolution, the sooner 
that debate is brought on the better. I think we 
shall be as profitably employed in looking after 
the interests of our own country as those of Hun- 
gary or any other. 

Mr. FOOTE. I understand that, with the gen- | 
tleman from Vermont, the question is simply one 
of rhetorical rivality as to whether the speeches on | 
his resolution be better worth listening to—he | 
intending to make the principal one—or those | 
which may be made on the other question. It is | 
too delicate a question for me to settle. [Laugh- | 
ter.] 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question will | 
be on taking up for consideration the resolution of | 
the gentleman from Vermont, | 

A division being called for, there were ayes 24, 
noes 27. 

So the motion was lost. f 


SURVEYS. 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr. Cass 
on the 27th ultimo, was considered and agreed to: 


_Resolved, That the Secretary of War be required to fur 
nish the Senate, as soon as practicable, with copies of the 
following surveys: 

__ Ist. A copy of the report, plan, and estimate for improv- 
ing the entrance from Lake Michigan to Maskegan Lake. 

_ 2d. A copy of the report, plan, and estimate for improv- 
ing the entrance from Lake Michigan to Black river. 

_ 3d. A copy of the report, plan, and estimate for improv- 
ing the entrance from Lake Michigan to Grand river. 


DES MOINES AND ROCK RIVER RAPIDS. 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Jones on the 27th ultimo, was considered and 
agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation 
for continuing the improvements of the navigation of the 
Mississippi river, at the Des Moines and Rock river rapids, 
in said river, 


ABDUCTION OF REY. 
The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Downs on the 3lst ultimo, was considered and 
agreed to: 


Resolved, That the. President of the United States be rev 
quested to communicate to the Senate copies of all corre- 
spondence that has taken place with the Minister of Spain 
in Washington, or the authorities of Cuba, or the American 
Consul at Havana, or others, concerning the abduction of 
Rey, alias Garcia, from New Orleans, by the Spanish Con- 
sul at that port, or by his procurement or connivance; to- 
gether with the correspondence with the district attorney of 
the United States for the eastern district of Louisiana, or 
other officers of the Government in that State, and the in- 
structions given touching this affair. Also, copies of ail the 
proceedings and testimony and arguments of counsel, if re 
ported to the Government, had and taken relating to it, be- 
fore Judge Bright and Commissioner Chew, and ail the pro- 
ceedings had and reports made to the Government since that 
examination ; together with all tha other documents, instruc- 
tions, correspondence, and other papers touching said affair 
in possession of the Government. 


REMOVAL OF JESSE B. CLEMENTS. 
The following resolution, subinited by Mr. 
Turvey on the 31st ultimo, came up for consid- 


i eration : 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to Curnish the Senate with copies of all the papers, 
letters, remonstrances, and recommendations now on file in 
any of the Departments, relative to the removal or retention 
in office of Jesse B. Clements, late marshal of the middle 
district of Tennessee, and especiaily that he furnish copies 
of the following, to wit: 

1. A letter from a portion of the members of the bar and 
citizens of Nashville. 

2, A letter from the Judges of the Supreme Court of Ten- 
nessee, which was also signed by Judge Maury. 

3, A letter from Judges Catron and Brown, judges of the 
Cirenitand District Courts of the United States for the State 
of Tennessee. 

4. A letter from the grand and petit juries of the Septem- 
ber term, 1849, of the Cireait Court bolden at Nashville; 
also the letter of the foreman of the said grand jury. 

5. Lettersof 8. D, Preerson, Wm. P. Martin, Thomas 8. 
Brenfort, one signed by Henry Allen and others, Judge Ca- 
hal; two letters written by ex-Governor N. S. Brown, the 
first directed to Allen A. Hall, and the second to the Presi- 
dent of the United States; also a letter of John S. Brien to 
Secretary Ewing. 

Mr. BELL. The principle involved in this res- 
olution is much the same as that contained in the 
resolution presented by the honorable gentleman 
from Maine. Ata proper time I shall have no 
objection to the introduction of these papers. The 
gentleman referred to is one of high respectability, 
to whose character I have heard no objection. I 
hope the resolution will not now be pressed. 

Mr. TURNEY.. J d 
ference between this resolution and the one which 
has been postponed. That calls for reasons; I 
make no such call in this resolution. The whole 
object ig to call for copies of papers now on file in 
the department, without calling on the head of any 
department or the President himself for reasons. 
The object of the resolution is to place Mr. Clem- 
ents in a proper light before the public. It was 
said by the President, in one of his letters, that he 
had no friends to reward and no enemies to pun- 
ish; that in his appointments honesty, capability, 
and faithfulness would be the tests which he should 
apply. Mr. Clements having been removed with- 
out specifications, the object of the inquiry is that 
the public may see from testimonials on file that 
he was not removed on account of any want of 
integrity, or want of capacity or of faithfulness in 
the discharge of his duties. In relation to the 
suggestion of my colleague, that the resolution be 
postponed a few days, I shall make no objection; 
but I hope it will be taken up in a reasonable time 
and acted on. 1 will agree that it may be passed 


over informally 


I conceive there is a wide dif- | 


_ The VICE PRESIDENT. 
jection, it will be passed over. 
It was accordingly passed over. 


EXTINGUISHMENT OF INDIAN TITLE. 
The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 


Doveras on the 31st ultimo, was considered and 
agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee.on Indian Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making appropri- 
ations for the extingaishment of the Indian title to that por- 
tion of the ‘Territory of Minnesota which lies west of the 
Mississippi river; and also for the extinguishment of the 
Indian title to that portion of the ‘Territory of Oregon which 
lies between the summit of the Cascade Mountains and the 
Pacific ocean ; and also for the extinguishment of the In- 
dian title to that portion of California which lies between 
the summit of the Sierra Nevada or California Mountains 
and the ocean; and also for the extinguishment of the In- 
dian title to the valley of the Great Salt Lake; and also for 
the extinguishment of the Indian titie to that portion of 
New Mexico which lies east of the summit of the Sierra 
Nevada or Rocky Mountains. And that said committee be 
further instructed to inquire into the expediency of laying 
off and setting apart a portion of the territory of the United 
States as one or more fndian territories, within which the 
emigrating Indians may be permanently located and pro- 
ected, 


DRAWBACK ON EXPORTATIONS. 
The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 


PueLrs on the 4th instant, was considered and 
agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of so modifying the act enti- 
tled “ An act allowing drawback upon foreign merchandise 
exported in the original packages to Chihuahua and Santa 
Fé, in Mexico, and to the British North American provinces 
adjoining the United States,” approved 34 March, 1845, as 
to allow the benefit of drawback upon goods exported to the 
British provinces by railroad. 


GRANTS OF LAND TO THE STATES. 
The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Benton on the 4th instant, was considered and 
agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be directed 
to inform the Senate of the number of acres of public land 
granted to different States for objects of internal improve- 
ment, and the amount of public lands originally contained 
in such States respectively, and the number of acres neces- 
sary to make the grants to each State equal to the maximum 
quantity now granted to the State which has received the 
greatest quantity. 


REMOVALS FROM OFFICE. 

The VICE PRESIDENT announced as next 
in order the following resolution, which was pre- 
sented on the 3d instant by Mr. Dickinson, as 
follows: 


Resolved, That the Postmaster General be requested to 
inform the Senate whether, by himself or his assistants, he 
has at anytime removed, or attempted to remove, before the 
expiration of the term for which he was commissioned, by 
the appointment of a successor, or in any other manner, and 
how, any deputy postmaster or postmasters, who held ap- 
pointments under the President of the United States, made 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, under and 
in pursuance of the law of Congress entitled * An act to 
change the organization of the Post Office Department, and 
to provide more effectually for the settlement of the accounts 
thereof,” approved 2d of July, 1836 3 and if any such removal 
or removals bave been made or attempted, that he specify 
the number, the names of the officers, and the offices they 
held respectively; and also that he inform the Senate 
whether in his own name or that of either of his assistants, 
and which of them, he has appointed, or claims the author- 
ity to appoint, or attempted to appoint, persons to fill the 
vacancies thus created, and issued to them letters of appoint- 
ment, commissions, Or either, and which of them, and 
whether. more than one of each or either was issued to the 
same appointee, and to whom or to what ofice or offices, 
and the reasons therefor; aud that a copy of such letters of 
appointment and commission be furnished, if in his power, 
and if not, the substance thereof, including names, dates, 
and signatures; and further, whether be has attempted, and 
by wnat means, to enforce any such removal; and if such 
power of removal and appointment, or either, have been ex- 
ercised or attempted, that he further inform the Senate un- 
der and by virtne of what authority of law the same has 
been done or the right claimed. 


Mr. PHELPS. Iam not prepared to say at this 
time that I shall vote for or against this resolution; 
but I think it involves principles of some import- 
ance as well as some constitutional questions. I 
should prefer, therefore, that it be passed by in- 
formally for the present, that time may be afforded 
for its examination. 

Mr. DICKINSON. [ hopenot. Does the Sen- 
atur desire to oppose this inquiry? 

Mr. PHELPS. I mean to oppose it if it is un- 
constitutional. If, however, | shall become satis~ 
fied it is proper, I certainly shall not. 

Mr. DICKINSON. The resolution is merely 
an inquiry of the Postmaster General whether he, 
by his own act, or by that of his agents, has ap- 
pointed and commissioned postmasters required 
by law to be appointed and commissioned by the 
President and the Senate; and also whether he has 


If there is no ob- 
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made removals himself, or by his agents, required 
by law to be made by the Executive. lam pre- 
pared totake issue with the Senator from Vermont, 
or any other Senator who wishes to stifle this kind 
of inquiry. If there is anything improper or un- 
constitutional in this matter, it is certainly not in 
the terms of the resolution, but in the conduct re- 
ferred to by.it. I wish, before saying more on this 
subject, to give to the Postmaster General ample 
opportunity to state whether these things are true 
ornot. If they are true—ifhe has gone on remov- 
ing and appointing officers where he had no right 
to do so, it is fit that not only this body, but the 
American people should know it, I wish to give 
that officer the opportunity of saying for himself 
what are the facts in regard to this matter, and 
this is what the resolution proposes. I hope, 
therefore, no opposition will be offered to it, but 
that it will be suffered to pass, so that the Senate 
may have an opportunity of providing, if they oc- 
cur through defective laws, against such occur- 
rences in the future. 

Mr. DAWSON. Do I understand the Senator 
from New York [Mr. Dickinson] to avow here 
that the Postmaster General has been discharging 
duties which by law are required to be performed 
by the Executive? And does he by these means 
seek to ascertain whether the President neglects 
his duties, and then call ita mere resolution of in- 
quiry? It is a direct attack on the Chief Executive 
of the Government. If it is the duty of the Pres- 
ident, to which reference is had, why not call on 
him directly for information? Why call on the 
Postmaster General, and ask him if he has on his 
own responsibility discharged the duties of the 
President, or whether he has usurped the Execu- 
tive power or not? I regard the resolution as one 
which is not calculated to promote that harmony 
and good feeling which should exist between the 
several departments of the Government. If, in the 
opinion of Senators, the President deserves their 
censure, let them attack him directly and openly, 
and not covertly andinsidiously. This resolution 
I look upon, snout it may not, and I hope it 
was not so intended, as an indirect attack upon the 
President. 

Mr. DICKINSON. The resolution speaks for 
itself, and carries its intention on its face. My 
legislative experience—the little I have had—has 
taught me that it is ever better to send resolutions 
of inquiry directly to the persons who are sup- 
posed to know something about the subject in re- 
gard to which information is sought, 

When information is desired from the Postmas- 
ter General, therefore, it is better to send directly 
to him, rather than to the President or to the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury. In regard to this matter 
the President is not supposed to have acted at all, 
or even to know anything concerning it. The 
resolution simply asks the Postmaster General 
whether he has done certain acts, and if he has, by 
what authority? I am glad to see that this Admin- 
istration and the Executive have found so able a 
champion as the Senator from Georgia, [Mr. Daw- 
son.) The gentleman, in his zeal, seems to think 
a bare resolution of inquiry as to the conduct of 
the Postmaster General an attack upon the Ad- 
ministration. If the gentleman finds attacks in 
such resolutions, and feels called upon to repel 
them on every occasion, his services, | apprehend, 
will often be called into requisition daring this ses- 
gion. Nothing of the kind is intended by the reso- 


lution, and no one has the right—I mean parlia- | 


mentarily or with propriety—to impute intentions 
to a resolution that do not appear upon its face. It 
is very important to the Senate to know whether 
a certain class of officers shallbe appointed by the 
President or by the Postmaster General. Ít is 
important to know whether that officer exceeded 
his powers, by mistake or otherwise. If the law 
is defective, it is important we should have it 
amended; and, above all, itis important to enforce 
a rigid accountability in these departments, and 
that, when asked, they should give information of 


their official acts. Ido trustno opposition will be | 


made to the resolution. 
Mr. DAWSON. My mode of attack is always 
to march directly up to the object aimed at. 


distinguished lawyer, and he knows that the law 
presumes that every man does his duty till the con- 
trary is made to appear. The gentleman calls on 
a subordinate officer to learn whether the Presi- 
dent has done his duty.. Would it not have been 


1. 
know the honorable Senator from New York is a‘! 


| it. 


better, would it not at least have shown a higher 
degree of magnanimity, to have called on the Pres- 
ident and asked him if he had permitted a subal- 
tern to usurp his power? I repeat, with due re- 
spect to the honorable Senator from New York, 
that I do not think he has taken the proper mode 
to ascertain the course of the President of the 
United States. h 

Mr. PHELPS. I desire to make no issue with 
the honorable Senator from New York on this 
question, and, for the reason which | before sug- 

ested, 1 desire that the question may be delayed. 

have not examined the resolution; it may be 
right; but in my judgment it will establish a pre- 
cedent which we cannot entertain constitutionally. 
I do not wish for the first time to adopt a resolution 
which does not fall within our constitutional 
sphere. I have no objection to inquiries. Tam 
informed, and I have no doubt of the fact, that the 
Postmaster General will be able to answer any 
questions which the gentleman from New York 
may make. I have no idea that he has assumed 
powers belonging to the President orto this body. 
It is not for the purpose of shielding him that | 
make these remarks, and 1 believe he will meet 
the inquiries in a manner that will be satisfactory 
to all. This resolution, in my humble judgment, 
sets a precedent for inquiries which are not only 
not constitutional, but which have the effect of an 
aspersion upon the President himself. 1 hope the 
resolution may lie over till an opportunity may be 
had to examine it. 

Mr. SEWARD. I have examined the resolu- 
tion for the purpose of seeing if it contained any- 
thing objectionable, and 1 am satisfied that there is 
no information demanded by it thatit is not the 
right, and which it might not be, under some cir- 
cumstances, the duty of any Senator to call for. 
The only objection | should have to itis, that it 
does not specify any particular instance of, or 
name any person or place in connection with, the 
supposed violation of law. {should prefer that it 


did so, as it would operate as a guide to the Post- | 


master General. However, if my colleague thinks 
that is not a serious objection to the resolution, 
I hope Senators will allow it to pass to-day. 

Mr. HALE. I feel no particular interest in 
any question between the Administration and its 
assailants, nor do I know to what matters the 
resolution of the Senator from New York refers, 
but it strikes me there is something indecorous in 


he has not been guilty of a gross breach of duty, 
for which the Senate could punish him by impeach- 
ment or expulsion. This is a position in which I 
have no desire to place any man. As I said be- 
fore, l feel no great interest in the fight between 
the Administration and its assailants, or whether 
they come out point blank or quartering; but I 


have a hope, though it is not a very strong and | 
abiding one, that a day will yet dawn on this Re- | 
public when there will be an Administration in | 
Ido} 


power in which I shall feel more sympathy. 
not want now, therefore, to establish the prece- 
dent or example of the right and power of the 
Senate, by a solemn legislative act, to propound 
the question to a Cabinet officer, ‘“ Have you not 
started in the administration of your department 
in gross and palpable violation of the law and the 
Constitution??? That, at any rate, is what the 
resolution amounts to in substance; or, in other 
words, itis asking him if the Presidentis notsuch 
an automaton as to stand still and allow him to 
pull the wires. The resolution goes even further, 
and says: “ [f you have done this, where did you 
get the law to authorize you to do it—the Senate 
want to know it?’ If such things as are here 


| intimated have been done, it is subject for impeach- 


ment, and not of inquiry. If such flagrant and 


flagitious conduct was perpetrated, it should be: 
brought before the Senate in its judicial capacity, | 
and it is also due to the people that the facts should |: 
| be laid before the country. 
all the information that the Administration or any- | 


I am ready to ask for 


body else has to give, for I think information will 
not hurt the Senate. They are in need of it; not 
only on this but on many other subjects. But I 


am opposed to putting in the shape of inquiries for | 


information a gross attack on any of the officers of 
this Government. 1 ask pardon of those more 
intimately connected with this Administration for 
volunteering my humbe services in this matter, 
because the President has champions here who 
will not fail, even before the gigantic powers of the 


It asks a public officer of the Government if | 


experienced Senator who has made the move upon 
them. I only desire to put ina protest, so that 
by-and-by, when different men shall be in power 
here, this resolution shall not be a precedent for a 
renewal of a similar course of conduct. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I have yet to learn that 
my resolution is either indecorous or improper, the 
gentlemen who have spoken to the contrary not= 
withstanding. Was it indecorous to ask the Post- 
master General whether he had made certain ap- 
pointments or removals? Why, my friend from 
New Hampshire, (Mr. Hare,] who speaks in a 
double capacity as a friend of this Administration, 
and also of the next one to come, and who insists 
that the passage of this resolution would be a 
breach of decorum, calls on this Senate for an act 
of impeachment, and for the removal from office 
ofa high functionary of the Government. I make 
no such suggestions. I leave all that to the defend- 
ers of an Administration who seek to cover up, 
at the very commencement of their career here, 
their own conduct; who are unwilling a resolution 
should ask whether they have done certain acts. 
I will not go so far. I will not pass judgment on 
these or any other matters until they are before me. 
Bat it is my right and duty to make the inquiries 
I propose, with a view to legislative action. If the 
laws are evaded in this particular, they should be 
amended; if they are violated, they must be made 
more stringent snd difficult of violation; and to do 
this we must have this information. 

But we are told we must not proceed. They 
cannot answer without criminating themselves. If 
there are other considerations which grow out of 
it, I will not speak of them. I will leave it for 
my friend, who speaks of parliamentary decorum, 
I have made no assault on this Administration. 
When I do, none of my friends on the other side 
shall seek for it in any indirection. Sir, I will 
strike with the point of my spear the shield of 
their Du Bois Gilberts. I think the resolution 
should be passed without debate. If everything 
has been entirely right, and there has been no vi- 
olation of law, it is all well. It is simply a reso- 
lution calling for information, such a one as [ had 
aright to offer. I have had reason to believe that 
there has been a course of appointments in the | 
Post Office Department not entirely proper, and I 
wish the Postmaster General to give an explana- 
tion of the subject. These are my reasons for of- 
fering the resolution. 

Mr. PHELPS. Ihave taken the opportunity 
still further to examine the resolution, and | agree 
with the gentleman from Georgia, that the inquiry, 
if properly made at all, could only be directly of 
the Executive. If there has been a violation of 
law by one of the subordinates, 1 have no objec- 
tion to its being made public; but this resolution, 
without any preliminary charge, calls upon the 
subordinate to say whether he has been guilty of 
a gross usurpation of power or not. And the con- 
cluding clause asks him under what law he acted 
in so doing. The tendency of the adoption of the 
resolution is obvious. We are to have a long cor- 
respondence with the Postmaster General; for, 
certainly if he is arraigned before this body, he 
will have to be allowed his explanations. This is 
clearly not the proper course to pursue. The 
charge should be substantiated before it is thus cir- 
culated. Besides, for the information there referred 
to, the President is the proper source to apply to- 

Mr. DICKINSON. There are one or two rea- 
sons why the inquiry should not be made of the 
President. First, it is well understood that he 
leaves all these matters to the Cabinet. Another 
reason is, that he can know nothing of this matter 
except through the Post Office Department. It is 
preferable, therefore, to appeal directly to the Post- 
master General. 

Mr. KING. I believe the custom has been to 
call upon the heads of departments for informa- 
tion only as to matters pertaining to their offices. 
This resolution calls upon the Pomaster General 
for information on a matter not pertaining to his 
office, but to that of the Executive. I am unwil- 
ling to enter upon so unprecedented a course as to 
adopt a resolution of this character, ready and de- 
sirous as I am to get all the information that may 
be needed. I hope the Senator will suffer the res- 
olution to lie over for the present. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I have no objection to its 
lying over, to give gentlemen an opportunity to 
examine it; and should not have pressed the sub- 
ject to-day, had it not been attacked by the gentle- 
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man from Vermont, as unprecedented and im- 
proper. 

Mr. DAWSON. I trust that the general re- 
mark that the President left evérything to his Cab- 
inet, which was made by the Senator from New 
York, will not be taken as authority here; and I 
cannot but {characterize the remark as improper 
and rather illiberal. It is known to all that the 
President has never yielded authority to any one, 
either at home or abroad. He is known to the 
country, and to the world, to be firm enough to 
discharge every public duty fearlessly, and as pos- 
sessing the honor to fulfill faithfully every obliga- 
tion to his country. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I have no objection to the 
postponement of the resolution, and will move 
that it be thus disposed of. 

The resolution was then passed over informally. 


DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH AUSTRIA. 


The Senate next resumed the consideration of 
the special order, being the resolution of the Sen- 
ator from Michigan, [Mr. Cass,] as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Relations he 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of suspending dip- 
lomatic relations with Austria. 

Mr. HALE. Ihave an amendment to propose 
to this resolution, sir, before 1 make any remarks: 
the effect of which is to include Russia. 

I may say, sir, that when I had the honor on 
Friday last to move to postpone this subject, noth- 
ing was further from my intention than to trouble 
the Senate with more than a very few words; and 
Í hope that I shall adhere to that resolution. But 
it seemed to me that the occasion, and the manner 
in which the occasion was so ably treated, was 
one that should not be permitted to pass without 
the expression of some views which I entertain 
upon that subject, before the Senate of the United 
States. I may say in the outset, to the honorable 
Senator from Michigan, that I do not rise for the 
purpose of opposing his resolution. I do not re- 
mémber ever to have heard a speech delivered in 
the American Senate to which I listened with such 
unalloyed pleasure and satisfaction as I did to the 
speech of the honorable Senator from Michigan. 
1 think, sir, that I may say, in the words of another 
honorable Senator on another occasion, ‘I was 
more than satisfied—I was gratified.” And, sir, 
as in the hurry of that debate some of the senti- 
ments which were so eloquently expressed—senti- 
ments which do honor to the Senator and the 
Senate—sentiments worthy of the age in which 
we live—may have escaped the memory of Sena- 
tors, permit me, at the expense of being a little 
tedious, to call the attention of the honorable Sen- 
ator, and of all the Senate in detail, to a few of 
those emphatic expressions of opinion which de- 
mand my most earnest approval, and commend 
themselves to my deepest sympathies. 

The honoroble Segator says, “I desire not to 
be misunderstood.” L hope, sir, that I do not 
misunderstand him—I hope that the country will 
not misunderstand him. He says, “I do not 
mean that in all of the revolutionary struggles 
which political contests bring on, it would be ex- 
pedient for other governments to express their 
feelings of interest or sympathy. I think they 
should not; for there are obvious@pnsiderations 
which forbid such actiog, and the value of that 
kind of moral interposition would be diminished 
by its too frequent recurrence. It should be re- 
served for great eyents—events marked by great 
crimes and oppressions on the one side, and great 
exertions and misfortunes on the other, and under 
circumstances which carry with them the sympa- 
thies of the world, like the partition of Poland and 
the subjugation of Hungary. We can offer pub- 
lic congratulations as we have done to people 
crowned by success in their struggle for freedom. 
We can offer our recognition of their independence 
to others, as we have done, while yet the struggle 
is pending. Have we sympathy alone for the 
fortunate? or is a cause less sacred or less dear be- 
cause it is prostrated in the dust by the foot of 

ower!?? No, sir, no! Thank God, humanity 
is not so constituted. To every liberal and phi- 


’ fathers, who does not sincerely desire the renova- 


self to go upon the right hand or the left of that 
1 


lanthropic heart, and to any and every humane 
and generous mind, the cause is all the more dear 
and the more cherished for the very reason that 
the foot of power treads its victims in the dust. ; 
Yea, sir, my sympathies will go thus far—down 
to where the victim lies beneath the foot of power, 
let it be whose foot it may, and where he is bound, 
writhing in agony—there, to that depth, will my 
sympathies go; and I thank the honorable Senator 
for the emphatic question which he puts forth to 
the Senate and to the country. And, sir, most 
cordially do I agree with the honorable Senator in 
another sentiment. He says, ‘I freely confess 
that I shall hail the day with pleasure when this 
Government, reflecting the true sentiments of the 
people, shall express its sympathy for struggling 
millions, seeking, in circumstances of peril and 
oppression, that liberty which was given to them 
by God, but has been wrested from them by man.” 
Ay, sir, God-given liberty is that with which the 
honorable Senator sympathizes. But mark the 
additional word! “but which has been wrested 
from them by man.” Ay, sir, let me tell the hon- 
orable Senator that there have been, years gone 
by, aching and throbbing hearts, which have been 
waiting, and watching, and agonizing for just such 
a day as that when the Government shall reflect 
the true sentiments of the people—shall express 
its sympathies for the millions who are under the 
heel of power—in peril and oppression, seeking 
for that liberty given them by God, but which has 
been ‘* wrested from them by man.” 


And, sir, I again agree most cordially with that f 


Senator when he says that he ** does not see any 
danger to the true independence of nations by such 
a course,” and that he “is by no means certain 
that the free interchange of public views in this 
solemn manner would not go far towards checking 
the progress of oppression and the tendency to 
war.’ Here, then, we have his sanction, telling 
us that the expression of these liberal opinions 
will do much towards checking the progress of op- 
pression. I thank the honorable Senator for that 
admission. It is true, and always has been true. 
He says that “ the very discussion in high places 
and free places ’—adding, “and here is one of 
them ?’—** even when discussion is followed by no 
act, is itself a great element of retributive justice 
to punish it when an atrocious deed is done, and a 
great element of moral power to restrain it when 
such a deed is contemplated.” And, sir, I agree 
with the honorable Senator again when he says, 
in the language of another honorable Senator, ‘I 
have no commiseration for princes; my sympa- 
thies are reserved for the great mass of mankind. 
Self-government is the natural government of 
man.’ ‘It ought to animate us to desire the re- 
demption of the minds and bodies of unborn mil- 
lions from the brutalizing effects of a system whose 
tendency is to. stifle the faculties of the soul, and 
to degrade man to the level of beasts.” I thank 
both those honorable Senators for that. I could 
not have said it, sir. It would have been fanati- 
cism in my mouth. Itis a different matter now. 
And again, speaking of those discussions which 
have taken place, the honorable Senator says: 
« There is no American, true to the faith of our 


tion of the latter, and the restoration of the op- 
pressed masses to the rights and dignity of man.” 

Now, sir, this is out-spoken. There are no 
political rights here, sir, spoken of. There are no 
national rights here spoken of; no rights secured 
by the Constitution, But the honorable Senstor 
takes a higher and a holier view, and looks to the 
rights which man derives from his Creator, and 
speaks of those rights as “ bestowed on him by 
God, but wrested from him by man.” Now, air, 
in all these sentiments I most cordially concur; 
and I do hope that under no circumstances, and 
in no emergency, will that honorable Senator, 
(for whom I entertain the profoundest respect and 
the kindest regafd)—under no circumstances, and 
in no emergency, Í hope, will he ever permit him- 


ine which these sentiments indicate. And oh! 


sir, if he will stand by these sentiments, irrespect- 


ive of all circumstances and all extraneous consid- 
erations—if he will, to-day, throw himself into the 
scale, and pledge his fortunes and his truth to the 
sustentation of these gsentiments—he will secure to 
himself a reputation with those unborn millions, 
compared with which even his own reputation, 
already achieved, high as it now is, shall pale into 
obscurity and mist. 

Well @ir, thus agreeing with the honorable Sen- 
ator in the principles which he lays down, and 
feeling highly gratified at the manner in which 
those principles have been Advocated, let me ask 
what it is which the honorable Senator proposes 
to do? Why, he proposes ‘‘to inquire into the 
expediency of suspending diplomatic relations,with 
Austria.” I confess that I wish some other word 
had been used. It does not seem to me that for 
this great moral theme, this is exactly the proper 
word. Ithink I yould have proposed an inquiry 
into the propriety, the necessity, the duty, the ob- 
ligation of suspending diplomatic intercourse with 
Austria. This word “ expediency” has a bad 
reputation. I believe it is a second cousin to an- 
other word that has not become very popular with 
the American public—-I mean “availability.” 
We are to inquire into the expediency; in other 
words, to inquire whether it is likely to be profit- 
able—whether we shall make or lose by it. And 
the honorable Senator allows his discussion to be 
tinged with the question of expediency. Hegoes 
on to say to us, in relation to Austria, that we 
have very little commerce with her; that she has 
only one seaport of any importance, and that the 
amount of our commerce at that port does not ex- 
ceed a few hundred thousand dollars; and thus he 
makes it quite clear to the country shat they can 
let off a good deal of indignation, and that it will 
cost them but very little. I wish that some other 
word than expediency had been used. I wish 
that the question had been placed entirely on the 
high grounds of morality, propriety, and duty. 
And possibly, if this amendment, which I have 
proposed, is adopted, I may move again to amend 
the resolution, by striking out the word expediency 
and inserting morgi necessity, or duty, or something 
of that sort, which shall show that we are not cal- 
culating a little too closely, to know how it will 
affect our interests. 

Now, sir, the honorable Senator means, if this 
resolution is passeds that it shall carry a moral 
effect with it. Allow me to ask, what will be the 
moral effect of passing this resolution of inquiry ? 
There are the Hungarian exiles suffering every 
deprivation, perhaps, in Turkey. Suppose our 
minister goes to them in their misery and distress, 
and tells them to cheer up, to be of good courage; 
that they are not without advocates and friends; 
that something is being done for them; that the 
sympathies of the world are being moved in their 
behalf; and, finally, that the Senate of the great 
American Republic are inquiring, this very day, 
how much it will cost to utter a little indignation 
in their behalf! That is the amount of the moral 
effect of an act placed upon such grounds. I hope, 
sir, that it will not be put forth in that shape, but 
that, if the resolution is to pass, it wilt be putin A 
different form. . 

Mr. FOOTE. Will the honorable Senator from 
New Hampshire permit me to interrupt him a mg- 
ment? I believe, with due deference to the honor- 
able Senator, that the word “ expedient’? means 
proper. 4 F x 

Mr. HALE. Well, I will not enter into a dic- 
tionary contest with my friend from Mississippi, 
because 1 know he will beat me at that. [Laugh- 
ter.] Ido not profess to go into the philological 
meaning of the word. I take the plain, school- 
master meaning of it, and I say that, in that every- 
day sense, it has a bad odor. 

Well, sir, what next do we propose to do? We 
propose to erect ourselves intoa high court. We 
have courts of various names—courts of law, courts 
of equity, courts martial, and courts of reconcilia- 
tion. Well, it is proposed that we erect ourselves 
into a high court of indignation! We are to ar- 
raign at our bar the nations of the earth, and they 
are to pasa in trial before us, and we are. to pass 
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judgment.upon them—not only the judgment. of 
the present day, bot, inthe words of the honorable 

Senator, we are to “anticipate the judgment of 

posterity.” Thatis what we are todo, sir. Now, | 
what are the offences for which they are to be ar- 

raigned and put upon trial? They are to be tried, 

in the: words of the honorable Senator’s speech, 

“far atrocious. acts of despotism, and audacious 

contempt for the rights of mankind.” : We are 

to rebuke. them by public opinion;. that- is, we are 

to ‘erect ourselves into ahigh court. and: try the 

nations of the earth for “t atrocious acts of despot- 

ism, by which human liberty and life. have been 

sacrified ?’.—for audacious contempt for the rights of 
mankind. Sir; thatis a most high and solemn vo- 

cation. It needs not the spirit of prophecy to fore- 

tell that when the historian of another day shall 

come ‘to record: the history which we are now 

making, he will begin this chapter with something 

like the following: That at the commencement of 
this year, the American Senate, the highest legis- 

lative body of the world, the wisest, greatest, and 

Most magnanimous people that ever lived or ever 

will live, forgetting and neglecting the trifling local 

affairs which concerned their own limits, consti- 

tuted themselves into a high court, and proceeded 

to try the nations of the earth for ‘‘ atrocious acts 

of despotism,” committed under such and such 

circumstances. 

Now, sir, I should like to have the historian 
continue in the same style to the end: that they | 
proceeded in the first place, to try, not some few | 
second-rate Powers, with but little commerce, and 
whom it would gost but little to deal with, but 
that they took the empire of Russia first, and tried 
her. Why should they not try her? It was the 
Emperor of Russia, not Austria, to whom the vic- | 
torious. general made the announcement, ‘Sire, 
Hungary lies at your feet.” 1t was Russian arms 
that overcame Hungary. It was Russian power 
that drove the Hungarian patriots exiles from their 
homes, outcasts from the sympathies of Christen- 
dom, and seeking hospitality in the more enlight- 
ened and cultivated regions of Mahometanism. It 
was Russian power that demanded them of the 
Emperor of Turkey, as the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. Wexsrer] has well said, in another 
place, ‘in defiance and derision of national law.” 
-[t-was Russia, sir, that demanded that these exiles 

~ Should be given up to her. 

Now, sir, why will we, when we have such a 
culprit as that to deal with, standing convicted of | 
these flagrant offences—why, sir, will we let him 

o, and try the power of Austria? Sir, it is un- 

ecoming the dignity of this high court. I will 
not consent to sit in judgment upon Austria, until 
we have passed judgment upon some of these lar- 
ger criminals. [am not willing that our action 
should be like that of the small nets which catch 
the small fishes but let the great ones go. I pro- 
pose then, sir, to insert in this resolution the name 
of Russia; and when we have got him there, and 
have got him arraigned before the power of this 
court, I do not propose to hold him simply for 
what he has done in Hungary. 1 suppose there 
will be no statute of Jimitations in the way; I sup- 
pose we may go back as far as we please; and 
while we have him before us,.1 want to try him | 
for.what he has done long ago in sending those | 


n . . I 
unfortunate. exiles to Siberian snows, and to ex- |! 


press our sympathy in their behalf. I want them | 
to know that the American Senate have sympa- 
thies also for them. 

Then, sir, there is another count in the indict- 
ment against Russia, which I wish to be tried be- 
fore we proceed with Austria. I want to try him 
Yor his agency in the triple partition of Poland. I 
trust that is-not outlawed yet. No, sir, it cannot 
be; for it was mentioned in the speech of the hon- 
orable Senator from Michigan. When we have 
done this, we shal] show that we are governed by 
no pusillanimous motives in expressing our indig- 
nation against a weaker Power. 

When, sir—when we have tried Russia, let us i 
not stop there. I think we ought to arraign the | 
sea-girt Isle,” and try England for the manner | 
in which she tried Smith O’Brien and the Irish 
patriots. I want the tidings of our sympathies to 
go abroad and reach the English and the Irish pa- 
triote in their exile, that they, as well as the exiles 
of Hungary, may know that we are determined 
to try the oppressor, be he who he may, and to | 
sympathize with the victim, be he who he may. | 
And while we are trying England, I hope she will 


be called upon to: plead for the manner in which 
Algernon Sidney was put to, death. I hope the 


| statute of limitations will not go beyond that; but 


that England may be called upon to answer for 
that outrage upon man. Then, sir, [ want to go 
to Ireland, and to have England answer for centu- 
ries of oppression. and cruelty there. I want to 
know. how. itis that that isle, fair and beautiful 
as the sun-shines upon, and by nature one of the 
most beautiful abodes for man that has been .cre- 
ated—how is it that British rule has turned it into 
one great field of famine and of blood? If that is 
not enough for one country to,answer for, I want 
to go to India, and to try England for the oppres- 
sions, the cruelties, and the wars that she waged 
there. 

While we are sitting in this high capacity, sir, 
I trust that our sympathies will be fenced in by no 
narrow and sectional views; I trust that we shall 
proceed impartially and faithfully to try the nations 
of the earth; and to try them according to their de- 
serts. After we have got through with Russia and 
with England, I want the docket to be called, and 
‘France to be placed at the bar. I want her to hold 
up her hand and plead to the indictment—to tell the 
Senate, the country, and the world, why it is, that 
with high and holy professions of “ liberty, equal- 
ity, and fraternity” upon their lips, they have sent 
their army into the “ Eternal City,” and stricken 
down the cause of republican liberty there. That, 
sir, is nearly as recent as the overthrow of the 
Hungarian government. But I do not want France 
to be let off there. I think that it is within the 
memory of the youngest man that -hears me, that 
France has sent an army into Spain, and with the 
sword and bayonet has stricken down civil liberty 
in that country. Let her answer for that; and if 


that is not enough, I shall want to inquire of her | 
about her dealings with Africa; for the sentiments | 


avowed by the Senator from Michigan are wide 
enough to take in all deeds of oppression, without 
regard to complexion. I want to go to Algiers, 


and to inquire what France has done there; for if | 
public rumor and the public press are to be ad- | 


mitted as witnesses, she has perpetrated cruelties 
upon the Algerines, compared with which what 
Mexico has done to Hungary is but tender mercy. 
{Laughter.| What Austria has done to Mexi- 
co———[{Renewed and increased laughter.] Well, 
Mr. President, I do not wonder, since we have had 
so much to do with Mexico, that I have got it all 
mixed up. What Austria has done to Hungary, 
I mean. 

Then, sir, while the court is in session, and the 
nations of the earth are being called upon—for by 
this time, it must be pretty well known over the 
world what we are about—I want to try Spain. 
And, sir, let us proceed, fairly and impartially, in 


| all this work, and let us show that we are in earn- 


est, and not merely showing off our indignation 
where there is no power of resentment, and where 


it will not be likely to cost us anything. Let me 


again use the language of the honorable Senator 
from Michigan—for I believe he made a speech, 
the other day, which will serve me for a text fora 
long time, and I do not know but all the rest of my 
life—who says: 

& Let not the timid be alarmed; where there is free in- 
quiry, there is no danger.” F 

That is the doctrine, sir, which I have been 
preaching all my life-long; but from me it has been 
called ‘ fanaticism,” and I am glad that it has at 
last been baptized in the fountain of pure Democ- 
racy, so that henceforth I can repeat it without its 
being called fanaticism. Ay, sir: ‘‘ Let not the 


timid be alarmed; where there is free inquiry, | 


there is no danger.” 
After we have gone through all these, sir—after 


i we have tried the nations of Christendom, and 


passed judgment upon them—when they lie writh- 
ing in an agony of mortification at our feet, I pro- 
pose, sir—for the Senator from Michigan says 


| again: 


“YT claim for our country no exemption from the decrees 
of these high tribunais; and when we are guilty of a tithe 
of the oppression and cruelty which have made the Aus- 
trian name a name of reproach through the world, E hope 
we shall receive, as we shall well merit, the opprobrium of 
mankind.” 

Then, sir, I propose for us to come down at 
once—for the Senator says again, “ pride is blind 
and power tenacious,” and I suppose when we 
have sat so long upon the tribunal, we shall be 
more blind in car pride, and more tenacious in our 
power than ever—TI propose that before we mount 


the judement-seat, we resolve that after we have 
judged the nations of Christendom, we will go 
from these high places down before. the bar, and 
plead ourselves. The honorable Senator, I under- 
stand, intends that. -He says he “claims for our 
country no exemption.” But 1 have been most 
troubled to know who should try us. Certainly 
not the nations we have tried, for they are not our 
peers. We have condemned them, and placed 
them in circumstances of indignity. It has oc- 
curred to me, at last, that it would be no degrada- 
tion to us if we should consent to be tried by that 
power which the honorable Senator says is ‘* bet- 
ter Christian than some that bear the Christian 
name.”* 

Now, sir, suppose that the Emperor of Turkey, 


i the Sultan of Turkey, should conclude to consti- 


tute a high gourt of moral indignation there, and 
should call upon the Model Republic to come down 
from the bench and to go before the judgment-seat 
to be tried. I do not know, sir, how well ac- 
quainted the Sultan of Turkey is with what is 
going on in the Model Republic; and in the capital 
of the Model Republic; but I will suppose that, by 
some chance, he has seen a newspaper printed 
within a few miles of the capital of the Model Re- 
pubkec, and within the present session of Congress. 
I have seen it, sir, and 1 do not know but the Sul- 
tan of Turkey has seen it. That paper gives no- 
tice to the world that, in the city of Washington, 
within sight of the flag of freedom that floats over 
our heads, in the city honored by the name and 
consecrated by the memory of the Father of his 
Country—that paper gives notice, by an adver- 
tisement to the country and to the world, that 
men are to be bought, and women are to be 
bought, and kept at twenty-five cents per day, 
until ready to be transported to some other mar- 
ket. Now, sir, I will suppose that the Sultan 
of Turkey has seen that. I will suppose it to be 
doing him injustice, not to take it for granted that 


| he has read the speech of the honorable Senator 


from Michigan. He has the two documents before 
him at once, and he iresolves he will call this Re- 
public to trial. I do not know what his judgment 
would be; but I fear that he might come to the 
conclusion that it was inconsistent with the en- 
lightened civilization of the true disciples of “ Al- 
lah and the Prophet” to be contaminated with 
diplomatic intercourse with a people where the 
“ image of God” was bought and sold like a beast 
in the market. I apprehend he would pronounce 
this sentence of condemnation; and I am by no 
means sure that when he appealed to the judgment 
of the world and posterity to sustain and justify 
the position he had assumed, even'the earth would 
not say that, ‘* great as were the wrongs of Aus- 
tria, and righteous as was the indignation, you 
fulminate against her, you must lie down ih the 
dust with the nations you have condemned, and 
give credit to the announcement of the Senator from 
Michigan, that the Turk has not only shown him- 
self a better Christian, but a better republican than 
some that bear the name.” Sir, I rejoice to have 
lived to see this day. I rejoice to hear those words 
of the Senator from Michigan, which have yielded 
me so much gratification. 1 have been so much in 
the habit of hearing of the compromises of the 
Constitution and political rights, it was like water 
from a living spring to see that honorable Senator. 
get up, and to hear him, before the Senate and the 
world, declare that liberty is a God-given right, 
and the oppression that takes it from him by man 
is a wrong, and should be rebuked. Sir, I will go 
with the Senator—I will go for uttering the loudest 
tones of indignation against oppression in any 
form, and under any aspect that can possibly be 
uttered, here or elsewhere, and in favor of giving 
to the oppressed sympathy and encouragement 
be they ever so low, be they ever so humble, 
Having given utterance to these sentiments, I 
will leave the matter with the Senate, and trust 
that it will not be dropped here. It is a subject 
fruitful in suggestions, and full of instruction. “Let 
us be careful, sir; the time for pradential consider- 
ations has not already passed by. The Senator 
from Michigan has not been so long in this schoot 
as I have, or he would have learned that there is 
danger to some of our institutions in proclaiming 
those sentiments. When I speak of institutions, I 
do not speak of slavery as it exists in any State of 
this Union. I speak of New Hampshire slavery— 
of that slavery which is sustained by the votes of 
Massachusetts, Ohio, and every other free State, 


1850. 


from the commencement of the Federal Govern- 
ment to the present day, in the District of Colum- 
bia. It is our institution, and gentlemen of the 
South have no right to appropriate it to themselves. 
No, sir; whatever of reproach, whatever of honor, 
there is in this favorite institution, I claim a part 
of it. Itis ours; it is by our votes that it has been 


sustained; it is by our forbearance that it exists, 


and we are responsible. Let me, then, caution the 
honorable Senator from Michigan to be careful that 
he do not unloose some of the obligations that bind 
us to the institution and the inatitution to us, by 
the promulgation of sentiments of liberty in such 
broad, general, and unqualified terms. 

Mr. CLAY. The appeal, sir, which was made 
the other day by the honorable Senator from 
Michigan to me, to aid him in sustaining the prop- 
osition which he has thought proper to submit, en- 
titles him, from the great respect I bear him, arising 
from the long acquaintance that has subsisted be- 
tween us, to a response. My worthy friend ex- 
pressed a very confident expectation that I would 
succor him and support the resolution that he has 
submitted on this occasion. 

Mr. KING. Will the honorable Senator, as 
the hour is late, permit me to move an adjourn- 
ment? 

Mr. CLAY. Iam under the order of the Sen- 
ate, and am very thankful to the honorable gentle- 
man from Alabama for the kindness which prompt- 
ed the motion; but, as I am upon the floor, I will 
say a few words. 

The honorable Senator from Michigan was 
pleased to express, in very confident language, his 
expectation of my support on this occasion. He 
expressed in still stronger language his confident 
anticipation of the support of the American peo- 
ple; and he will excuse me for saying that, there 
being these two sources of gratification to him, I 
think the latter will be admitted to be much more 
agreeable to him than the former—much more 
available than the gratification to be afforded by 
any aid or assistance that I could render in the 
passage of the resolution that he has proposed. 

Sir, the proposition which he has submitted to 
us for consideration, whether in its original form 
or upon the amendment which is proposed to it, is 
a grave and serious proposition, as all proposi- 
tions are that are connected with the foreign affairs 
of this country. The proposition is, that the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of suspending diplomatic re- 
lations with Austria. The worthy member in 
front of me [Mr. HALE} proposes to comprehend 
Russia also. It proposes the inquiries not merely 
in reference to any representative of this country 
in Austria, nor in respect to any representative of. 
Austria in this country. It proposes not the re- 
call of a minister of our own, but it accomplishes 
not only his recall, but the sending out of the 
country the minister of Austria who is here. 

Sir, it is very true it is put in the shape of an 
inquiry; and why was it put in that shape? It is 
not like the ordinary case of a private or local 
matter, in which the Senate cannot be presumed to 
be in possession of all facts connected with the 
case—in which it may be expedient, in order to 
ascertain them, to refer the matter to a committee 
for investigation, and have a report made by that 
committee to the Senate. All the facts upon which 
the honorable Señator bases his proposition are, 
in their nature, historical. They relate to the war 
conducted by Austria against Hungary, to the 
rights of Hungary as an independent and integral 
portion of that empire, to the manner in which 
the war was conducted, to the manner in which 
punishments have been inflicted upon those who 
unfortunately fell within the power of Austria. 
All these, sir, are matters of an historical nature, 
not requiring the investigation of a committee. 
They are known to the Senate; and itis my hum- 
ble opinion that the proposition which is now be- 
fore us ought to be presented as if it were a direct 
and positive requirement of the suspension of diplo- 
matic intercourse with Austria. Sir, I have great 
confidence in the members of the committee to 
which it is proposed to address this inquiry; I 
should have been extremely glad to have heard 
from my honorable friend from Alabama, and to 
have known whether, in his mature and expe- 
rienced judgment, in his superior knowledge of all 
matters connected with our foreign relations, the 
proposition now under consideration does or does 
not meet his approbation.: I should be greatly 


disappointed. if he had given to it any previous, 
or would bestow upon it any'sybsequent. concur- 


rence. Bat, sir, though Ihave the greatest. con- | 


fidence in him and the other gentlemen of the 
committee, I think he will concur with me in sup- 
posing that it is not a fit subject of inquiry by a 
committee. The facts are national; they are his- 
torical; they are known to the whole world, and 
we are just as much prepared now tosay whether 
diplomatic intercourse should be suspended with 
Austria and Russise—for Russia, too, is named— 
as we shall be after the most elaborate report that 
can be prepared; after.the most laborious research 
by the Committee on Foreign Affairs. - 

Sir, I think that the question ought to be treated 
as if it were a direct proposition to suspend diplo- 
matic intercouse with the Power indicated in the 
original resolution. And, sir, I have been at first 
very much struck with the want of sympathy be- 
tween the premises and conclusion of the honorable 
Senator from Michigan. In his premises he de- 
picted the enormities of Austrian despotism. Who 
doubts the perpetration of those enormities? In 
the most glowing strains of eloquence he portrayed 
to us the wrongs of suffering Hungary. Who 
doubts them? He speaks of the atrocious execu- 
tions committed by her—the disgrace of the age, 
and, aboveall, of Austria. Who doubts it? These 
were the premises of the honorable Senator; but 
what was his conclusion? Jt was requiring the 
recall of a little chargé d’affaires that we happen to 
have at Vienna. Why, the natural conclusion 
would be to declare war immediately against Aus- 
tria, ifshe had committed such enormities; though, 
from the impossibility of coming in contact with 
her, this resource might be difficult of accomplish- 
ment. But, sir, there is another mode that is much 
more congenial, much more compatible with the 
course we ought to take. The exiles from suffering 
and bleeding Hungary are now scattered through 
all-quarters of the globe; some have reached 
our hospitable shores, some are now wending 
their way hither, and many are scattered through- 
out Europe. Let the honorable Senator bring for- 
ward some original plan for affdfding succor and 
relief to the exiles of Hungary—something that 
shall be worthy of their acceptance, and the be- 
stowing of which upon a brave and generous peo- 
ple shall do honor to a country rich in boundless 
resources—something that shall be worthy of a 
country which is the asylum of the wretched and 
oppressed from all quarters of the world—some- 
thing that shall be worthy of the acceptance of the 
gallantry and patriotism with which those exiles 
fought in defence of their own country. When 
the honorable Senator shall have done this, then 
he may call on me, and call not in vain, for succor 
and support in behalf of a proposition such as | 
have indicated. 

Why, sir, great is the incongruity between the 
premises of the honorable Senator and his conclu- 
sion. To recall our chargé d’affaires ! Sir, I think, 
instead of pursuing that course, by which we shall 
close the door of intercourse with Austria, by 
which we shall gain nothing in behalf of the suf- 
fering Hungarians, and the suffering exiles from 
Hungary; a very different course, indeed, would 
have been the one that ought to have been sug- 
gested by the honorable Seitator. Instead of sus- 
pending our diplomatic interceurse, I would have 
sent from this country some eminent and distin- 
guished and enlightened citizen, some one who pos- 
sessed the confidence of the country—the honora- 
ble Senator himself would have been a very fit and 
suitable representative on such an interesting oc- 
casion—I would have sent him to the Court of 
Austria, to plead the noble cause of the Hunga- 
rians; and if she would not open her ears to the 
dictates of humanity, which might be infused into 
her through an agent such as I have described, [ 
would have instructed him to remonstrate in the 
name of suffering humanity—in the name of 
Christianity—to rebuke her for her inhumanity. 


The honorable Senator, among the other docu- || 


ments which he adduced on the occasion of his in- 
teresting address, referred to what- had been pro- 
posed by eighty-three members of the British 
Parliament to Lord John Russell and to Lord Pal- 
merston. What did they propose? To stop in- 
tercourse—to deny to the British Government 
any access to Austria—to recall, in a moment of 
resentment and passion, the minister who repre- 
sented them at the Court of Vienna 4 No, sir, no. 


The requisition of these members, of the British 


Parliament, consisting -of Lords and. Commons, 
was that Austria should settle the question between 
herself and. Hungary upon. some grounds; that 
would. be ‘satisfactory. to both—to suspend the 
atrocious executions-of the victims that had. fallen 
into their power... In short, the course proposed 
by the eighty-three members of the British Part 
ment was to keep open the door, and. not: to f 
pend all intercourse with Austria, But, sir; to look 
alittle further into this subject, we naturally inquire,- 
what.is the object of a foreign minister? “The hon- 
orable Senator from Michigan does not propose, 
as some of the writers in the beginning of this. cen- 
tury did, to do away with ambassadors altogether, 
regarding them only as a sort of privileged. spy in 
a foreign country. He does not contend that there 
is no occasion, under certain circumstances, . of 
maintaining intercourse withAustria. He puts it 
on none of these grounds. He puts it on the sole 
ground of Austrian tyranny-~Austrian excesses— 
Austrian butchery—Austrian disregard of Hnn- 
garian liberty. What, sir, do we send a minister 
abroad for the sake of the country to which. the 
minister is deputed? I take. it to be for American 
interest that he goes and resides abroad; that it is 
to take care of our commercial affairs; to take care 
of our seamen; to see that the treaties existing be- 
tween those countries and ours are faithfully ob- 
served and executed. These are some of the duties 
that appertain to a foreign minister. We are asked, 
then, by the honorable Senator from Michigan, by 
way of punishing Austria for her harshness and 
ill usage towards the Hungarians, to punish our- 
selves, to deprive our merchants and the sailors of 
our country of what benefits might redound’ from 
having a minister resident at Vienna. ` 

Sir, my worthy friend from Michigan, among 
the considerations which he seemed to think enti- 
tled him to expect my support, did me the honor 
to quote what I have said on a former occasion, 
and particularly upon the occasion of a proposi- 
tion made by me for the recognition of South 
American independence, the independence of the 
Spanish American States. The gentleman seems 
to think that the course which I marked out for 
myself on that occasion necessarily calls upon me 
to codperate with him upon this. Sir, what’ was 
that occasion? It was the bringing of a nation into 
existence, or rather—for that is putting it ebtirely 
in too presumptuous a form—the object was to in- 
troduce into the family of nations those who had 
been gallantly and gloriously establishing their in- 
dependence. ‘The proposition here is not to intro- 
duce a new nation Into the family of nations, but 
it is to blot out of existence a nation, so far.as we 
can do it by a withdrawal of our diplomatic, inter- 
course—it is to blot out of existence, so far as this 
suspension of intercourse can accomplish, it, ‘an’ 
ancient nation. My effort on that o¢easion was to 
send a minister abroad to recognize, to acknowl- 
edge the Powers newly sprung into existence in 
the Spanish dominions, on thé coast of South 
America. The proposition now made is not to 
send a minister abroad at all, but to bring a minis- 
ter home. Sir, there would have been some anal- 
ogy between the case in which I uttered the senti- 
ments which the honorable Senator has been 
pleased to quote and the present, if Hungary had 
maintained her independence, if the Hungarian 
were still fighting and struggling for their liberty; 
and I confess, that, looking upon that struggle- 
with all the interest that could be felt by any man 
in this Republic, I did hope that Hungary would 
have been able to maintain herself throughout the 
past year; and if she had done so, [ believe that 
the sympathies of Europe and of the world would 
have been so excited in her behalf as, perhaps,'to 
have obtained for her some more substantial and 
advantageous succor and aid than that of calling 
from the Court of Austria a chargé d’affaires whom 
we have sent there. ; : 

Sir, unfortunately, owing to causes upon which 
it is not necessary for me now to dwell, some of 
them of a very painful nature—among which are 
charges against the commander-in-chief of the 
Hungarian army, which, if well-founded, must 
cover him with infamy—unfortunately, Hungary 
fell suddenly, and to the surprise of the American 
world. She is subdued; she is crushed. 

Now, if we adopt this resolution, { have been 
curious to satisfy myself upon what principle we 
can vindicate it. What principle does it involve? 
It involves the principle of assuming on the part of 
this Government a right to pass judgment upon 
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the conduct of foreign Powers—a branch of the 

subject that haa beén well treated of by the Sena- | 
tor who sits before me, (Mr. HaLe.] Have we | 
any ‘such power? The most extensive bearing of | 
the principle involved in the resolution proposed | 
by the honorable Senator from Michigan assumes 

the right, on the part of this nation, to pronounce 

upon the conduct of all other nations, and to follow | 
it up by some direct action, such as the suspénding 

intercourse. We are directing at present the exer- 

cise of that power towards a nation.on account of 
the mafiner in which they have conducted a- war, 

or of the manner in which they have treated the 

unfortunate prisoners who were taken during the 
progress of that war. But where is to be the | 
limit? You begin with war. You may extend 

the same principle of action to politics or religion— | 
to society or to social principles and- habits. 

The honorable Senator before me [Mr. Hate] 
has spoken of the conduct of Russia; and un- 
doubtedly, as between Russia and Austria, I con- 
sider Russia as the most culpable. It is true, she 
had a pretext for her interference. She was afraid 
of the contagion of liberty in Hungary, lest it 
might affect her coterminous, possessions. That 
was the pretext for her interference. In the case, 
however, of Austria, though I think Hungary 
was right and Austria wrong in respect to the cause 
and object of the war, still there were relations 
existing between Hungary and Austria which did 
not exist between Hungary and Russia. Russia’s 
interference, then, was voluntary, Spontaneous, 
uncalled for. She had no such pretext or ground 
for it as Austria had, in endeavoring to subjugate 
those whom she was pleased to call rebellious sub- 
jects; and yet the honorable Senator has permitted 
Russia to pass—and, by-the-by, allow me to say 
that but for the interference of Russia, Hungary 
would have succeeded. She had succeeded, and 
she would eventually have triumphed in the strug- 
gle with Austria, The honorable Senator, instead 
of directing his proposition against Russia, as I 
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‘| war has terminated. 


judgment upon that conduct. We may say, in 
reference to Turkey, Your religion tolerates polyg- 
amy; unless you change your religion, and your 


with you. Where, I appeal to the gentleman to 
aay, is to be the limit, if we undertake to pronounce 
jadgment upon the conduct of nations, and to reg- 
ulate our intercourse with. them according to the 
estimate that we may form of their conduct? 
But I have spoken of the more broad and obvi- 
ous tendency of the principle embraced in the res- 
‘olution. It contains one that is, in my judgment, 
of a still more questionable nature, and that is 
the assumption of the right of interference in the 
internal affairs of foreign nations. Now, sir, al- 
though Hungary was entitled, as an independent 
| Government, to direct her domestic concerns, there 
| nevertheless existe 
: Hungary and Austria. 
' were the lawful sovereigns, the more especially as 
| they were originally elected by Hungary. A. dis- 
| tinction should be drawn between the case whena 
| civil war exists in a foreign country and when the 
i The present is a very differ- 
, ent case from that where a war is still pending, 
! and where there is a government capable of exer- 
| cising a sovereign power. There is a wide differ- 


| 


| ence between the present case and a case of that 


' kind. Where a government exists, we have a 
right to recognize that government and to institute 
diplomatie relations with that government; but the 


| 


i 
| interfere is a case where independence has been 
‘lost. He does not regret more than I do—no one 
| on earth regrets more than { do, that the independ- 
' ence of Hungary has been destroyed, has been 
i crushed by a union of Russian and Austrian pow- 


would have done, directs it against Austria, the 
least offending Power of the two, and proposes to 
pass Russia by unnoticed; but, if the principle 
contained in the proposition be true, we have a 
right to examine into the conduct of Russia and 
into that.of other nations. Where, then, is the 

limit? You may extend it to religion. You may | 
extend it to the inquisition. Have we not an equal | 
right. to say to Spain, Unless you abolish the in- 
quisition we will- suspend diplomatic intercourse 
with you? The honorable Senator stated that he 
had vizited Constantinople twelve years ago; that 
he saw there the present Sultan, surrounded by all 
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the pride, pomp, and circumstance of Oriental |. 


power. He saw him crossing the Bosphorus, Sir, 
the honorable Senator went to that country under | 
distinguished auspices. I would be glad to know | 
whether he saw any portion of the palace, or 
whether he was limited to a sight of the young | 
prines who is now sitting upon tne throne? The | 

urks have very peculiar notions. I know there | 
are apartments in the palace in which no vulga 
foot has intruded, which no vulgar eye has ever 
beheld. 

Mr. CASS. 


I did not distinctly hear the ques- : 
tion of the honorable Senator. | 
Mr. CLAY. The question was, whether my | 
worthy friend had visited certain apartments of | 
the palace of the Sultan? 
Mr. CASS. The honormble Senator will allow || 


me to say that in that capacity I will yield to him. 
(Laughter. } f 

Mr. CLAY. If [had been there—if { had been | 
placed in the advantageous circumstances in which | 
the honorable Senator was placed, I think it likely | 
I should have had an opportunity of inspecting | 
every portion of the palace that i desired to sce. | 
The honorable gentleman went there, notin the | 
capacity of a minister to that Court; but he was 
then a minister at the Court of France, and was | 


Í! er: laid, to use the language of one of the docu- 


| ments referred tóy the honorable Senator, bleed- 
i ing at the feet of Russia. 
| Hungarian liberty is destroyed. There 
! Hungarian Power which we can recognize. We 


| are called upon, then, by the honorable Senator to 


| cerns of a foreign nation—to interfere between 
' Austria and a portion of her empire; and we are 
| called upon to do this, in direct contradiction to the 
| whole policy of this Government, first laid down by 
; Washington and pursued by every successor he has 
| had down to the present day. And, sir, if we 
were to permit ourselves to interfere in cases of 


‘this kind, where, again I ask, are we to stop? 


: Why should we not interfere in behalf of suffering 
lreland? Why not interfere in behalf of suffering 


l humanity wherever we may find it? Why notin- 
; y y y 


i terfere in all the cases enumerated by the gentleman 


of Rome, as suggested by that honorable Senator? 
I do say, withoat meaning to disparage in the 
slightest degree Hungarian valor, that in no quar- 
ter of the world, considering the difference in num- 
bers engaged in the contest between France and 
Rome, was there moreegallantry and heroism dis- 
` played than in the centesi, for a long time a doubt- 


the invasion of the French. It was said by the 
enemies of Rome that they were divided. Bat 
every manifestation, every particle of evidence that 
: reached me on the subject demonstrated that no 
| people were ever more firmly united in repelling 


: the invasion of an enemy than the people of Rome 


| Sir, if we are to become the defenders of nations, 


į the censurers of other Powers, I again ask the hon- 


does he confine himself to Austria alone? 


| which is embraced in the resolution of the honor- | 
able Senator from Michigan, there is no limit or || 
restriction ag to the extent to which we may goin |. 
our investigations of the conduct of foreign nations, |; 
and as to the extent we may go in pronouncing 


I 


habits of social life, we will cease all intercourse ij 


2 |b 


case in which the honorable Senator invites us to |! 


The war is atanend; | 
is no} 


interfere with the government of the internal con- ; 


from New Hampshire, and particularly in the case | 


ful contest, that was carried on by Romein repelling ! 


in the establishment of that revolution which : 
|: French power and French intervention suppressed. 


i: orable Senator where are we to stop, and why? 


ih 
if 


| 
| 
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nation in the world? Has it not progressed in 
commerceand manufactures? Has it not increased 
in power with a rapidity greater than has ever 
been known before in the case of any nation under 
the sun? What is the progress that the honora- 
ble Senator means? I am afraid that it ig not an 
internal progress he is in favor of; for, whatever 
his own peculiar opinions may be, the school of 
which he is a distinguished disciple is opposed, as 
I understand, to the improvement of our magnifi- 
cent harbors and rivers, of our glorious water- 
courses throughout the country. ‘That is not the 
progress, I apprehend, which the honorable Sena- 
tor is in favor of. And, again, with respect to the 
manufactures of the country: I do not understand . 
the doctrines of the party to which the honorable 
Senator belongs to`be in favor of progress there. 
They are for arresting progress. Their progress 
is backward in reference to these matters; notin- 
entionally so, I admit, but by the course of their 
policy they carry us back to the colonial days, 
when we depended upon Great Britain for every- 
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da political connection between || thing in the way of supplies that were necessary 
The House of Hapsburg | 


to existence. 

What, then, is the progress 
| ble Senator seems go desirous of making? Ah, I 
am afraid it is progress in foreign wars. Iam 
afraid it is progress in foreign conquest—in terri- 
| torial aggrandizement. Iam afraid it is progress 
| as the disturbers of the possessions of our neigh- 
bors throughout this continent, and throughout 
the islands adjacent to it. If that be the progress 
| which the honorable Senator. wishes to effect, I 
|i trust that it will be long before this country en- 
| gages in any such object as that; at least, at the 
expense of the peaceable portion of the world. 

Sir, the gentleman says—what we all know— 
| that this is a great country, a vast country; great 
in fact, and will be still greater in future, if we 
| conduct things with prudence, discretion, and wis- 


l which the honora- 


If this is not his object, I would 
{ 


progress which he thinks it is desirable for this 
country to make. f 

Mr. President, I have risen late in the evening, 
| really intending to say much less than I have said, 
:| and { must conclude by expressing the hope that 
| the Senate of the United States, when they come 
| to deliberate seriously upon the consequence of 
‘the adoption of such a resolution, as this, will 
pause; that they will not open a new feld of col- 
| lision, terminating perhaps in war, and exposing 
i! ourselves to the reaction of foreign Powers, who, 
|| when they see us assuming to judge of their con- 
| duct, will undertake in their turn to juge of our 
| conduct. We ought to recollect that, with the sole 
;, exception of France, whose condition is yet some- 
© what obscured in doubt and uncertainty as to the 
fate of a republic which she has established, we 
stand the leading Republic amidst all the Powers 
of the earth, an example of a free Government, and 
l that we should not venture to give to other nations 
:| even a pretext, much less cause, to separate them- 
selves from us, by undertaking to judge of their 


{ 


| ` A 
x i b S 3 i! conduct, and applying to them a rule according to 
conveyed in a public vesse!. I haveno doubt if; Mr. President, the honorable Senator admitted : ’ pplying g 


4 tif ! ` © which we may denationalize nation after nation, 
he desired to do so, he could have answered the | that he entertained an apprehension that 1 was one according as their conduct may be found to corre- 
question which [ wanted to put to him—that is, || of those stationary politicians, who refuse to ad- | spond with our notion and judgment of what is 
how many wives had his young friend, the Sul- „į vance as the age advances; one of those politicians, | right and proper in the administration of human 
eae free ten] , ; y f I think his expression was, that stand still; that | affairs. Sir,it does not become us to take such per- 

> Ss. : hatis a question which the hon- i he was in favor of progress; in favor of going |; ilous and unnecessary grounds, and I trust that we 
orable Senator from Kentucky is doubtless much | ahead. Sir, 1 should like to understand the mean- | shall not adoptsuch a course. I see no necessity 
more capable of answering than I am. [Renewed , ing of this word progress, of which the honorable 


i 
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laughter.] 
“Mr. CLAY. 
specific reply from the gentleman. 


Lam very sorry I cannot obtain a ! 
I have advert- | 


Senator speaks. 


1 Į should lke to hear a definition 
of it. 


Has not this nation progressed with most 


` it would be unwise to adopt it, and I trust that the 
' Senate will at once negative the resolution; or, if 


a i astonishing rapidity iùn point of population? Has} it should b ing in the sound judg- 
ed to this to show, that if we adopt the principle |i it not by far exceeded ii this teapstí every other f Tee Cana. tn ree aa 


for referring this resolution to a committee. I think 


ment of the Committee on Foreign Relations in 


1850. 
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anticipation, { feel perfectly sure of the rejection 
of the resolution by the committee. 

The PRESIDENT stated the question to be on 
the amendment proposed by the Senator from New 
Hampshire, to insert the words “ Russia and.” 

Mr. HALE demanded the yeas and nays. 

_Mr. FOOTE. Lrise.certainly with no expecta- 
tion of addressing the Chair at length on the pres- 
ent occasion, and until this very instant, I can lay 
my hand upon my heart and honestly declare that 
I intended to withdraw myself from the discussion. 
Thad hoped, however, that there were gentlemen 
here concurring with me upon this question, and 


f 


| For Mi: Campbell—Messrs. Alston, Anderson, J, ‘P. Caid- 
Well, Deberry, Gentry, Hilliard, Marshall, Morton, Outlaw, 
Shepperd, Watkins, Williams, and E. C. Cabell. 3 

For Mr. Phileo—Messrs. Durkee, Julian, P. King, and 
Wilmot 
. -For Mr, French—Mr. Bingham. : 

For Mr. Gouverneur—Mr. Holmes. 

For Mr. M. St. Clair-Clarke—Mr. Levin. 

For Mr. Prindle—Mr. Giddings. 

No choice. 

Mr. LEVIN then roseand 
Sr. CLAIR CLARKE. 

Mr. ABSTON rose and stated that (for a rea- 


son which the reporter could not hear) he. (Mr. 


nominated MATTHEW 


with the distinguished Senator from Michigan and 
other gentlemen on this side of the Chamber, in 
regard to the general object contemplated by this 
resolution, who would have made known their 
views in reference to the amendment which has 
been offered by the Senator from New Hampshire. 
The amendment, in my ‘opinion, embraces views 
which are proper to be discussed, and which it is 
very important should be debated after all that has 
fallen from the distinguished Senator from Ken- || 
tucky on the present occasion, and from the hon- |: 
orable Senator from New Hampshire likewise. I|} 
had hoped, I say, that some other Senator more || 
capable than myself would have discussed the 
question presented. by the Senator from New 
Hampshire in the amendment he has offered. 

Mr. HALE. Will the honorable Senator give 
way for adjournment? 

Mr. FOOTE acquiesced; and 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Turspay, January 8, 1850. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. Gentry, of Tennessee, appeared, was 
qualified, and took his seat. 

OFFICERS .OF THE HOUSE. 

The SPEAKER. The regular business is the 
execution of the order heretofore adopted by the 
House, in relation to the election of officers. The | 
gentlemen appointed as tellers on a former occa- f 
sion are requested to resume their seats aho 
Clerk’s table, 

Messrs. Tuompson of Pennsylva- 
Ohio, Wirz of New York, and 
resumed their seats at thg 


Thereupon, 
nia, CROWELL of 
Haratson of Georgia, 
Clerk’s table. 

The roli was then called—being the eighth time; 
when the tellers reported that 221 votes had been 
given; necessary to a choice 111; of which 

Mr. John W. Forney received......--+-106 

Mr. Solomon Foot....++sesees .... 94 

Mr. Thomas J. Campbell, s.e esrse.es1. 13 


Mr. C. W. Philco.. essees esesesesreese 4 
Mr. M. St. Clair Clarke... . 2 
Mr. Benjamin B. French.. eseese. a E 
Mr. P. B. Prindle..sesesersesessereese 1 | 
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The following is the vote in detail: 

For John W. Forney—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, 
Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bocock, Booth, Bowdon, Bow- 
hn, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, į 
Joseph Cable, George A. Caldwell, Cartter, Cleveland, How- ; 
ell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Daniel, Dim- 
mick, Disney, Doty, Dunham, Edmundson, Ewing, Feather- 
ston, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hackett, 
Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, Harman- 
son, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Hibbard, Hoag- 
jand, Holladay, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, 
Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La Sére, Leffler, Lit- 
tlefield, Job Mann, Mason, McClernand, McDonald, Mc- 
Dowell, McLanahan, Robert M. McLane, McMullen, Me- 
Queen, MeWillie, Meade, Miller, Morris, Morse, Olds, Orr, | 
Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Potter, Powell, Richardson, i 
Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, F. P. 
Stanton, R. H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, 
Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, Wiliam Thompson, 
Venable, Walden Waldo, Wallace, Wellborn, Whittlesey, 
Wood, Woodward, and Young. 

For Solomon Foot—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Andrews, 
Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, 
Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, Cal- 
vin, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Clingman, Cole, 
Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, 
Duncan, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freed- 
ley, Giddings, Goodenow, Gott, Gouid, Grinnell, Halloway, 
Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Houston, Howe, 
Hunter, James L. Johnson, Daniel P. King, George G. King, | 
James G. King, John A. King, Horace Mann, Matteson, | 
McGaughey, McKissock, Finis E. McLean, Meacham, |i 
Moore, Morehead, Nelson, Newell, Ogie, Otis, Sie : 
nix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Roc well, į: 
Root, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, | 
Schoolcraft, Silvester, Spaul 
der H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, John B. Thomp- 
son, Thurman, Toombs, Tuck, Underhill, Vinton, White, 


Wilson, and Winthrop. 
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* Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, 


| 
| 
| 
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| 
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: Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hackett, Hall, 
: McDonald, McDowell, 


| Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, 


ding, Sprague, Stanly, Alexan- F 


"The roll was then called the ninth time. The 


Í tellers reported that 219 votes had been given in, 


necessary to a choice 110; of which» 
Mr. Forney received. ..sees.se essees se lS 


Mr. FoOt..eesessoeroresereeas «+ 93 
Mr, Campbell ...ssessseeesecrreeeeees 13 
Mr. Phileo.....cccecceeerreceseereeeee D 
Mr. French... cessecccesecceescecseees Lb 
Mr. Gouverneur ....eeewsecreceeeeeee I 
Mr. M. St. Clair Clarke......-0ee2205- 1 

219 


The following is the vote in detail : 
For John W. Forney—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, 


| Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bocock, Booth, Bowdon, Bow- 


lin, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, 


| J. Cable, G. A. Caldwell, Carter, Cleveland, H. Cobb, W. R. 
| W. Cobb, Colcock 


Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, Doty, Dun- 
ham, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, Ger- 
ry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hackeit, Hali, Hamilton, 
Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, Harmanson, 1. G. Harris, S. 
W. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holladay, Hubbard, Inge, A. 
Johnson, R. W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La Sere, Leff- 
ler, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, McClernand, McDonald, 
| McDowell, McLanahan, R. M, McLane, McMullen, Mc- 
| Queen, McWillie, Meade, Miller, Mortis, Morse, Olds, Orr, 
| Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Potter, Powell, Richardson, 
| Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, FP. 
* Stanton, R. IH. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, 
: Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, William Thompson, 

Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Wellborn, Whittlesey, 
Wood, Woodward, and Young. 


| For Solomon Foot—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Andrews, |; 
i Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowi 


e, Breck, Briggs, 
Brooks, Burrows, Chester Batler, Thomas B. 


Corwin, Crowell, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Alexander 


A.) had paired off with Mr. Howarn,and should - 
| therefore decline to vote. i 


Butler, Calvin, : 
Cole, Conger, Conrad, | 


Crowell, Dickey, Dixon, Duer; Duncan; Alexander Evans, 
| Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Giddings, :Goodenow, 
Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway; Hampton, Hay, Haymond, 
Hebard, Henry, Houston, Howe, Hunter, James L. Jobnson, 
Daniel P: King, George G. King, James G, King; John A. 
King, Horace Mann, Matteson, McGaughey, MeKissock, 
Finis E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Nelson, 
Newell, Ogle, Otis, Phenix, Pitman, Putnam, Red, Rey- 
nolds, Risley,- Rockwell,. Root, Rose, Rumsey; Sackett, 
Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Silvester, 
Spaulding Sprague, Stanly. Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, John 
B. Thompson, Thurman, Toombs, Tuck, Underhill Vinton, 


White, Wilson, and Winthrop. j * 
For Mr. Campbell—Messrs. Anderson, E. O. Cabell, J.P. 


Catdwell, Deberry, Gentry, Hilliard, Marshall; Morton, Out- 
Jaw, Owen, A. H. Stephens, Watkins, and Williams, E 

For Mr. Phileo—Messrs. Durkee, Preston King, Wilmot, 
and Julian: ; : 

For Mr. Gouverneur—Mr. Holmes, 

For Mr. Clarke—Mr. Levin. 


No choice, 


Mr. BROOKS rose, he said, to a question of 
‘order. Fife desired to know under what rule of 
| the Elouse this day had been assigned for the élec- 
tion of Clerk? in 
| The SPEAKER said, that the rule under: which 
i the House was acting was an order passed by the 
| House, to proceed on a certain day to the election 
‘of its officers. The execution of that. order was 


' postponed to a subsequent day. ‘The Chair had 
| decided, when the question was made, that inas- 
‘ much as the order related to the organization of 
the House, it would take precedence over.all.other 
business from day to day until it should -have been 
executed. : 

Mr. BROOKS said, that the last action of the 
House, as he understood, had: been on Monday. 
That day was exhausted without effecting an elec- 
‘tion. Was he to understand that the House was 
| to proceed day by day, continuously during. the 
|, whole session, to the election of Clerk, unless they 
| should sooner be able to elect one? 

‘| The SPEAKER. In the opinion of the Chair, 
|| that would be the regular order of business, unless 
‘| it should be postponed by a vote of the House. 

y Mr. BROOKS. Itis very obvious that in the 
existing state it will be impossible to effect an elec- 
tion. I therefore move to postpone the election of 
Clerk and other officers, from this time to the first 
day of September next; and on that motion I ask 


| 


| Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Goodenow, Gott, it the yeas and nays 
: Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Yampton Hay, Haymond, | M 5 * eloai mnt 

Hebard, Henry, Houston, Howe, Hunter, James L. John. || Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, was under- 
| son, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. King, Jobn <} stood to say that if the motion to postpone pre- 
| A. King, Horace Mann, Matteson, McGaughey, McKissock, |! yailed, he should follow it up by a motion to ad- 


: Finis E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Nelsou, 
Pitman, Putnam, Reed, 
Risley, Rockwell, Root, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, | 
Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Silvester, Spaulding, ; 
Stanly, A. H, Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, Tay- | 


; Newell, Ogle, Otis, Owen, Phonix, 
| Reynolds, 
! Schenck, 
: Sprague, 
lor, John 
hill, Vinton, 
For Mr. Oampbell—Messrs. Anderson, 
Caldwell, Cling 
Morton, Outlaw, 
For Mr. Phileo—Messrs. 
| ton King, and Wilmot. 
Fur Mr. French—Mr. Bingham. 
For Mr. Gouverneur—Mr. Holmes. 
’ For Mr. M. St. Glair Clarke—Mr. Levin. 


No choice. 

The roll was then called the tenth time. The 
tellers reported that 216 votes had been given in; 
necessary to a choice 109; of which 

Mr. Forney received. sessessesesseres 104 

Mr. Foote. eccscseesers oasis sore Ree OD 

Mr. Campbell... ce... seer eeeeere eens J3 


B. Thompson, Thurman, Toombs, Tuck, Under- 
White, Wilson, and Winthrop. 
E. C. Cabell, J.P. 


Shepperd, Watkins, and Williams. 
Durkee, Giddings, Julian, Pres- 


SC 
Mr. Gouverneut aesessesseraceseressee Í 
Mr. M. St. Clair Clarkes.....sseeeeeee T 

216 


The following is-the vote in detail : 

For Afr. Forney—-Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
Bayly, Beate, Bissell, Bocock, Booth, 
Boyd, Albert G, Brown, Wiliam J. Brown, Buel, Burt, 
Joseph Cable, George A. Caidwell, Cartter, Cleveland, W. 
R. W. Cobb, Coleock, Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, Doty, Dun- 
ham, Edmundson, Ewing, 
Hamilton, Ham- 
Harlan, Harmanson, Isham G. Harris, 
Sampson W. Harris, Hibbard, floagland, Holladay, Inge, A 
drew dohnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La 
Sére, Lefiler, Lituefield, Job Mann, Mason, McClernand 
MeLanahan, Robert M. MeLe 
Miller, More 


mond, Haralson, 


MeMullen, McQueen, McWillie, Meade, 
Marse, Oids, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, 
Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Saw- 
telle, Seddon, Frederick 


Walden, Wald 
VYoodward, an 


Thompson, William Thompson, Venable, 
Wallace, Wellborn, Whittlesey, Woed, 
Young. 

For Mr. Foot—M 
mun, Baker, Bennett, 
rows, Chester Bautier, T 
Casey, Chandler, Clarke. Cote, Conger, 


essrs. Alexander, Allen, Andrews, Ash- 
Bokee, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Bur- 
homas B. Butler, Calvin, Campbell, 


t 


man, Deberry, Gentry, Hilliard, Marshall, 


Bowdon, Bowlin, : 


Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, || 


Potter, į 


P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, 
Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James ;:i 


a 


Conrad, Corwin, 


| journ until the day designated... ; 
i” Mr. BROOKS stated that he desired to except 
| from his motion the election of aSergeant-at-Arms. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
the order of the House cannot be divided... The 
der declares that on a certain day the House 
n of officers... A motion 


i} 


ie 
|| shall proceed to the electio 
|| to postpone therefore must include the whole order, 

l| or it will not be in order. The Speaker believes 
he is right in his recollection, that the terms of the 
resolution are: ‘Clerk and other officers”? 

The reading of the order was called for, 
| Mr. HILLIARD rose to inquire of the Speaker 
|| whether it was in order to move to postpone. the 
| execution of a part of the order? w 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has stated to the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Brooxs,] that, 
in the opinion of the Speaker, a motion to post- 
| pone, if made at all, must be in the form of a mo- 
| tion to postpone the execution of the whole order, 
and not of a portion of it. 

i Mr. HILLIARD now suggested that the order 
| of the House was confined to the Clerk alone. 

|! The SPEAKER. If that is the fact, it would be 
; in order to move to postpone, as indicated. | The 
i Chair was under a different impression. 
Mr. RICHARDSON moved that the House do 
i| now adjourn, and on that motion he asked the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered. : 

The SPEAKER said, that before the question 
| was taken, he would read the order under which 
‘i the House was acting. F 

Mr. RICHARDSON. withdrew the motion to 
"adjourn, and substituted for it a motion that there 
: be a call of the House. , 

The SPEAKER, announced the motion. But, 
before the question was taken, the Speaker directed 
he order-under which the Flouse was acting to be 
i read. : 
| It was read accordingly. It provides for the 
{election of clerk and other officers. 
i. Mr. HILLIARD inquired of the Speaker wheth- 
| ex it was in order to move to postpone so much of 
the order as related to the election of a Clerk? 


i 
t 
i 
| 
i 
i 
| 
i 
J 
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+ The SPEAKER said that the pending question 
was on- the motion of the gentleman from Hlinois, 
[Mr. Ricuarpson,] that there be a call of the 
House. ; : , 

The order under which the House was acting, 
as the SPEAKER, from recollection, had supposed, 
embraced the Clerk and other officers. In the opin- 
ion of the Spearer, therefore, a motion to postpone 
Must include the whole order. . A division could | 
not be made. f ; 

Mr HILLIARD. DoI understand the SPEAKER 
to de#ide thata part of the order may be executed 
and a part not? : 

: The SPEAKER. A’ motion to postpone must 
be.a motion to postpone the entire order, nota part 
of the order. f 

Mr. HILLIARD. Allow me to ask a question. 

The SPEAKER. The motion for a call of the 
House is.now pending; and while that motion is 
pending no debate is in order. 

Mr. BAYLY asked the yeas and nays on the. 
motion:that there be a call of the House. 

They were ordered, and being taken, were—yeas 
69, nays 141, as follow: A 

YEES—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bayly, 
Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Bocock, Booth, Bowlin, Albert-G. 
Brown, Buel, George A. Caldwell, Cartter, Daniel, Dimmick, 
Disney, Doty, Dunham, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gor- 
man, Green, Hackett, Hal, Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, 
Harlan, Harmanson, Hibbard, Holladay, Inge, Andrew John- 
son, Kaufman, Preston King, La Sére Littlefield, McCler- 
naad, McDowell, McLanahan, Robert M. McLane, MeMul- 
Jen, McQueen, Miller, Orr, Potter, Powell, Richardson, 
Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Sawtelle, Stetson, Sweetser, 
Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, William 
‘Thompson, Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Whitte- 
sey, Wood, and Young—69. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Anderson, An- 
drews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowdon, Bowie, 
Boyd, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, William J, Brown, Burrows, 
Burt, Chester Butler, ‘Thomas B. Butler, E. C. Cabell, Jos. 
Cable, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Chand- 
Jer, Clarke, Cleveland, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colcock, 

, Cole, Conger; Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, 
Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Durkee, Edmundson, Alex. Evans, 
Nathan Evans, Ewing, Featherston, Fowler, Freedley, Gen- 
try, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, 
Isham G, Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Hay, Haymond, Heb- 
ard, flenry, Hilliard, Houston, Howe, Hubbard, Hunter, 
James L. Johnson, Jones, Julian, Daniel P. King, George G. 
King, James G, King, John A. King, Levin, H. Maun. Job 
Mann, Marshall, Matteson, McDonald, McGaughey, McKis- 
sock, F. E. McLean, MeWillie, Meacham, Meade, Moore, 
Morehead, Morris, Morse, Morton, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, 
Olds, Otis, Outlaw, Owen, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, 
Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Root, 
Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoot- 
craft, Beddon, Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, 
Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Alexan- 
der H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, Strong, Taylor, John 
B. Thompson, Thurman, Toombs, Tuck, Underhill, Van 
Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, Wellborn, White, Williams, Wil- 
mot, Wilson, Winthrop, and Woodward—14l. 


Soa call of the House was refused. 


Mr. COBB, of Alabama, rose to inquire of the 
Speaker whether the motion to postpone the elec- 
tion was open to amendment. 

The SPEAKER said it was not. 

Mr. DUER, remarking that it was obvious the 
House would do nothing to-day, moved that the 
House do now adjourn, : E 

The question was taken and decided in the neg- 
ative without a division. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

And the question recurring on the motion of 
Mr. Brooxs— 

Mr. BUTLER of Pennsylvania, moved that 
the order under which the House was proceeding 
be laid upon the table. And this motion, he said, 
if agreed to, he should follow up by another, that 
the House proceed to the election of a Sergeant-at- 
Arms, 

The SPEAKER. The motion before the House 
is the motion of the gentleman from New York, 
[Mr. Brooxs.] Does the Chair understand the 
gentleman as insisting upon that motion? 

Mr. BROOKS. 


tion to postpone must be a motion to postpone the 
whole. I therefore, in éompliance with the de- 
cision of the Chair, and in order that we may pro- | 
ceed to the transaction of the public business, move 
to postpone the further consideration of the order 
of the Flouse until the first day of September next. 
On that motion [ ask the yeas and nays. 

Mr. INGE moved that the motion to postpone 
be laid upon the table. 

The SPEAKER said that a motion to lay on 
the table a motion to postpone was not in order. | 
The question. must be taken directly on the motion 
of the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Brooxs.] } 


I understand the Chair to de- | 
cide that the order was indivisible, and that a mo- 


The yeas and nays were ordered, and having 
been taken, resulted-—yeas 67, nays 140—as follow: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Andrews, Bennett, 
Rokee, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, T: B. Butler, E. C. Cabell, 
Calvin, Casey, Clarke, Clingman; Conger, Conrad, Corwin, 
Deberry, Dickey, Dixon} Duer, Duncan, A. Evans, Fowler, 
Freedley, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, 
Haymond, Hehard, Hilliard, Howe. James L. Johnson, J. G. 
King, John’ A. King, Marshall, F. E. McLean, Morton, Nel- 
son, Newell, Ogle, Outlaw, Owen, Phoenix, Pitman, Rey- 
nolds, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Schermerhorn, 
Schooleraft, Shepperd, Silvester, Sprague. Stanly, A. H. 
Stephens, Taylor, Thurman, Underhill, Watkins, White, 
Williams. and Winthrop—67. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Allen, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
Bayly, Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Bocock, Booth, Bowdon, 
Bowie, Bowlin, Boyd, Breck, A. G. Brown, W. J. Brown, 
Buel, Burt, Chester Butler, J. Cable, G. A. Caldwell, J. P. 
Caldwell, Campbell, Cartter, Chandler, Clevetand,W. R. W. 
Cobb, Colcockg Cole, Crowell, Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, 
Doty, Dunham, Durkee, Edmundson, Nathan Evans, Ewing, 
Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, Gentry, Giddings, Gilmore, Good- 
enow,.Gorman, Green, Hackett, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, 
Haralson, Harlan, Harmanson, I. G. Harris, S..W. Harris, 
Hibbard, Hoagland, Holladay, Hubbard, Hunter, Inge, A. 
Johnson, R. W, Johnson, Jones, Julian, Kaufman, Daniel 
P. King, George G. King, Preston King, La Sére, Leffler, 
Littlefield, Horace Mann, Job Mann, Mason, Matteson, 
McClernand, McDonald, McDowell, MeGaughey. McKis- 
sock, MeLanahan, R. M. McLane, McMullen, McQueen, 
MecWillie, Meade, Miller, Moore, Morehead, Morris, Morse, 
Olds, Orr, Otis, Parker. Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Potter, Pow- 
ell, Putnam, Reed, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Root, 
Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Schenck, Seddon, F. P. Stanton, 
R. H. Stanton, Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson Strong, Sweetser, 
Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, John B, 
Thompson, William Thompson, Tuck, Venable, Vinton, 
| Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Wellhorn, Whittlesey, Wilmot, 
Wilson, Wood, Woodward, and Young—140. 


So the motion to postpone was rejected. 


Mr. MEADE rose to offer a resolution, which 
was read in the words following : 

Resolved, That the ——— rule of the House be, and the 
same is hereby, repealed. 

The SPEAKER said, the resolution could only 
be introduced by unanimous consent. 

Objections were made. 

Mr. MEADE desired to be informed by the 
Speaker, under what rule it was that he (Mr. M.) 

.was prohibited from offering his’ resolution ? 

The SPEAKER. Under the rule that requires 
one day’s notice to be given ofa motion to change 
a standing rule of the House. 

Mr. MEADE, It is that rule which I wish to 
repeal. 

The SPEAKER. A day’s notice of a motion 
to repeal the rule is required. 

Mr. MEADE. Is that the rule? 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. MEADE. I repeat, it is that rule I wish 

| to repeal. 

| , The SPEAKER. The gentleman can give no- 
| tice. But the gentleman is not now in order, be- 
cause the House is executing a special order; and 
that order and any other order of business must 
be postponed before the resolution can be intro- 
duced. The gentleman can only introduce his 
| resolution now by unanimous consent. 

Mr. MEADE. My object is not understood, 
In leaving the rule blank, my intention was to re- 
peal all rules in the way of this resolution. And 
I presume it is at all times competent for the 
House to exercise the inherent authority which be- 
longs to it, and that by the same power by which 
| the rule was established it may be repealed. 
| The SPEAKER. No remarks are in order. 
Any motion to repeal a rule requires one day’s no- 
| tice; and the SPEAKER repeats, therefore, that the 
resolution can only be introduced by unanimous 
consent, 

Mr. MEADE, 
| wish to argue it. 


The SPEAKER said that appeals on questions 


T appeal from the decision, and 


| of business were not debatable. 
Mr. MEADE called the attention of the Spzax- 
ER to the second rule of the House. 


rule, and stated his decision and the question. 

Mr. MEADE wished the members of the House 
to understand—— 

{Calls to order.] 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman was called 
to order. 
_ Mr. MEADE. I will sim 
tion 

{Calls to order.] 

The SPEAKER said’ the.gentleman could state 
his proposition. 

Mr. MEADE. My proposition is not to repeal 
i any particular rule, because I believe it embraces 


ply state the proposi- 


| of order arising upon matters concerning priority 


The SPEAKER said he wag familiar with the | 


H 


| 
j 
i 
j 


‘any and every rule. It is to repeal every rule that 


stands in the way of the resolution. - s 

The question was then taken, ‘Shall the de- 
cision of the Chair stand as the judgment of the 
House?” and was decided in the affirmative with- 
out a division. : 

So the dedtsion of the Chair was affirmed. _ 

Mr. MEADE said, he gave notice that he would 
to-morrow offer such a resolution. . 

The SPEAKER said, if there was no objection, 
the gentleman could give the notice. 

Objection was made. 

The SPEAKER said, the gentleman could hand 
in the-notice under the rule of the House. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, moved that the 
special order be laid upon the table. 

The SPEAKER. [It is not in order to move to 
lay a special order on the table. The business be- 
fore the House is the execution of the order of the 
House providing for the election of Clerk and 
other officers. ; 

Mr. KAUFMAN moved that the House do 
now adjourn. ' 

The motion prevailed—ayes 93, noes 69. 


So the House adjourned. 


z 


PETITIONS, &e. 


The following petitions were presented and re- 
ferred under the rule: 


By Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas: The petition of F. €. 
Oliver and 57 citizens of Arkansas, for the establishment of 
a post route from Little Rock to Kort Smith, on the south 
side of the Arkansas river. Referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the petition of W. E. Elkins and 27 citizens of Ar- 
kansas, asking the same, Referred to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of Jacob Faulkner, and 29 others, citi- 
zens of Arkansas for the same. Referred to the same coin- 
mittee, 

Also, the petition of James Graham and 14 ciúzens of 
Arkansas, for the samé. Referred to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of Henry Ward and 86 others, citizens 
of the State of Arkansas, for the same. Referred to the sama 
committee. 

By Mr. CABELL, of Florida. The petitions of Captain 
William Black and men, and of Captain J. L. Phillips and 
men for compensation for military services in Florida, Re- 
fexred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. MORSE: The petition of Simon de Soto and 70 
others, praying for a change of a post route. Referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
| By Mr. HAMMOMD: The petition of Samuel Chalmers 
Davis, praying indemnity for Freech spoliations between and 
during the years 1793 and 180]. Referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. HOLMES: The memorial of James A. Towns, 
praying to be allowed the salary of purser whilst acting as 
such on board the United States brig Bainbridge. Referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. GOODENOW: The petition of Wiiliam Singer 
and 16 others, merchants of Thomaston, Mainc, asking for 
a Jaw to limit the Hability of ship owners, and for other pur- 
poses. Referred to the Committee on Commerce, 

Also, the. petition of Amos Nourse and 100 others, mer- 
chants, underwriters, aud ship owners, of Bath, Maine, and 
vicinity, against the adoption of a new prime meridian. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. HAY: The petition of John Moore White, of 
New Jersey, son of Major John White, asking a pension for 
services of his father during the revolutionary war. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

By Mr. MOORE: The memorial of Horatio N. Crabb, 
lieutenant of the U. S, Marine Corps, for allowances with- 
held. Referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, the memoral of Bernard Henry, of Pennsylvania, 
for balance admitted to be due fiom the United States. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, the memoral of White, Stevens & Co., and others, 
merchants and citizens of Philadelphia, praying for the 
erection of suitable piers for the protection of shipping. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of Peter H. Willitz, for increase of pen- 
sion. Referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

By Mr. HOLLADAY: The memorial of Messrs. Graham 
& Finnall, mail contractors between Washington aud Rich- 
mond, Virginia, praying relief for the annullment of their 
contract without cause. Referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr, DOTY: The petition of one thousand three hun- 
dred and three citizens of Wisconsin, for an appropriation 
to improve the harbor at the mouth of Sheboygan river. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of Mary Ann Williams, asking compen- 
sation for the services, &c., of her husband Cahnawaga. 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. MORTON: The memorial of Nathaniel Wattles, 


| President of the Marine Insurance Company of Alexandria, 


praying for indemnity for French spoliations, Referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Also, the petition of John Simkins and John N. Brick- 
house, administrators of Covington Simkins, deceased, ask- 
ing for indemnity for French spoliations. Referred to the 


| Committee on Foreign Affairs, 


Also, the petition of Isaac Buckingham, administrator of 
Thomas Vowell, asking for indemnity for French spolia- 
tions. Referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Also, the petition of R, H. Claggett and William Page, 
executors of J. Ramsey, asking for indemnity for French 
spoliations. Referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Also, the petition of George Taylor, asking for indemnity 
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for French spoliations. Referred to the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs. rs i 

Also, the memorial of J: C. Powell and Cassius F. Lee, 
trustees of Wm. Hodgson, asking indemnity tor French spo- 
liations. Referred to the Committé® on Foreign Affairs. 

Also, the memorial of J. G, Broadus, asking for the com- 
mutation of the half-pay of his ancestor, Ensign James 
Broadus, of the revolutionary army. Referred to the Com- 
miee ae Rev ounonary Pensions x z 

\lso, the metnorial of citizens of Fairfax county, Virgini 
against the increase of the tariff of 1846. 7, Virginia, 

Also, the memorial of Robert G. Ward and Fayette Maury, 
asking to be relieved from a judgment recovered against 
them by the United States. Referred to the Committee on 
the Tuae sa ? $ 

s0, memorial of the citizens of Rappahannock 
Stafford; and Prince Witliam counties, Virginia, protesting 
against the payment of chaplains to,Congress and in the 
army andpavy out of the public Treasury. Referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. WELLBORN: The memorial of the heirs of Mo- 
ses Matthews, praying indemnity for property destroyed by 
the enemy during the war of the Revolution. Referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Also, the petition of Wm. B. Daniell and others, praying 
the abolition of the national chaplaincy. . Referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, the petition of T. T. Johnson and others, praying the 
abolition of the national chaplaincy. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. SAWTELLE: The petition of Willard Calder- 
wood and 8 others, citizens of North Haven and Vinal- 
haven, and navigators and seamen of the State of Maine, 
for the erection of suitable monuments upon Drunken and 
Fiddier’s Ledges, at the mouth of the thoroughfare between 
North Haven and Vinalhaven. 
on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of John S. Abbott and sixty-seven other 
citizens of Norridgewock, in the State of Maine, for the es- 
tablisement of a daily mail route from Waterville to North 
Anson, in said State. Referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the petition of Joseph Morrison, of Canaan, in the 
county of Somerset, and State of Maine, for arrearages of 
pay and for compensation for wounds and injuries received 
while in the service of the United States. Referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Also, the petion of Joseph Webb, of Maine, for increage 
of pension. Referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, the petition and memorial of Seth Milliken, execu- 
tor of the will of John Milliken, late of Montville, State of 
Maine, deceased, for indemnity on account of French spo- 
liations prior to 1800. Referred to the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs. 


IN SENATE. 
Tusspay, January 8, 1850. 


Mr. STEWART presented the petition of Eliza 
M. Riddal, Ann Wilder, and Mary Smith, asking 
indemnity for French spoliations prior to 1800; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. BELL arose, and after making an explana- 
tion of an error which occurred during the last 
session, in relation to certain action of the Senate 
upon the papers of John 8. Russworm, asked that 
such course might be taken as would give him an 
opportunity to oppose the report made thereon, 
and said: The question involved was a legal one 
altogether, and not a matter of proof in relation to 
the facts of the case, It was the report of the hon- 
orable Senator from Vermont, (Mr. Upnam,] chair- 
man of the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 
At a subsequent period of the session, I find, ac- 
cording to the Journal, that it was agreed to. The 
honorable Senator, the chairman of that commit- 
tee, has no objections to its being recommitted to 
that committee, as itis a question depending not 
upon facts, and does not come within the spirit of 
the rule, but merely a question of law, which I, as 
the representative of the claimant—who is a revo- 
lutionary officer—wish to have an opportunity to 
be heard upon. I would ask the Senator from 
Vermont to state to the Senate his own recollec- 
tion of the facts of the case. 

Mr. UPELAM. . I had the honor of making that 
report, and of presenting it to the Senate; it was 
an adverse report, and the honorable Senator called 
upon me, and told me that he wished to oppose its 
adoption, proposing to me, when it should come 
up, that it should be postponed. I told him that I 
should have no objection whatever in passing it 
by until a subsequent occasion. ‘It was passed 
over, and I have no recollection that the question 
was called up during the session. Irit was taken 
up, it was when I was not present; for if I had 
been present, I would have requested that it should 
be passed by in order to give *the Senator from 
Tennessee [Mr. Bett] an opportunity to oppose 
it. It appears from the record that the report was 
taken up and agreed to, though not voted upon by 
him or by me, so that [ am convinced that 1t must 
have been in our absence. 1 have no objection to 
the course proposed by the Senator from Tennes- 


see. 


Referred to the Committee - 


The papers.were accordingly, orderéd to. be. re- 
ferred to. the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

‘Mr. SEWARD presented the petition of J. Sid- 
ney Henshaw, late a professor of mathematics in 
the navy, asking to be allowed the three months’ 
pay granted discharged officers; which, after a 
word of explanation by Mr. S., was referred to | 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. _ 

Mr.S. also presented a memorial of William 
W. Smith, and other citizens of the United. States, 
asking that provision may be made for obtaining 
certain important statistical information in connec- 
tion with the census of 1850; which was referred 
to the Select Committee on the Census. 

Mr. S. also presented the memorial of the heirs 
of Joseph Mussi, asking indemnity. for French 
spoliations prior to 1800; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. $ 

Mr. GREENE presented the petition of Marie 
Mason, widow of Milo Mason, late an officer in 
the army of the United States, asking to be allowed 
certain arrearages of pay due her late husband, 
and reimbursement of money expended by him in 
the public service; which was ordered to be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. DOWNS presented the memorial of L. E. 
L. A. Lawson, daughter and heir of Eleazer W. 
Ripley, asking the payment of a verdict rendered 
in favor of her late father in a suit instituted against 
him by the United States; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. MASON presented the petition of the legal 
representative of John M. Burt, and the memo- 
rial of Nathaniel Wattles, President of the Marine 
Insurance Company of Alexandria, asking indem- 
nity for French spoliations prior to 1800; which 
were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. M. also presented the memorial of the Pres- 
ident and Directors of the Potomac Insurance Com- 
pany of Georgetown, asking a renewal of the 
charter of said company; which was referred to the 
Committee for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. BALDWIN presented the memorial of Sa- 
rah Snow, and the memorial of the heirs of Jabez 
Huntington, asking indemnity for French spoli- 
ations prior to 1800; which were ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented the memorial of 
the administrator of William Wood worth, patentee 
of a planing machine, asking for a renewal of his 
patent; which was referred to the Committee on 
Patents and the Patent Office. 

Mr. D. also presented the memorial of James 
Robertson, asking an investigation of certain 
charges made against him of threatening with vi- 
olence a member of the United States Senate, and 
redress for illegal imprisonment; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims. . 

Mr. ATCHISON presented the memorial of 
Gustavas A. Parsons, asking compensation for 
services in raising and organizing the volunteers 
furnished by the State of Missouri for the Mexi- 
can war; which was referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

Mr. STURGEON presented the memorial of 
Nancy Kirkpatrick, widow of a revolutionary šol- 
dier, asking to be allowed a back pension; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensionss. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD presented a petition from 
certain citizens of Kentucky; which, being short, 
he said he would read to the Senate. It was as 
follows: 

PETITION FOR PEACE. 
To the honorable Senate of the United States: 

The undersigned, citizens of Alten county, in the State of 
Kentucky, deploring the manifold evils of war, and believ- 
ing it possible to supersede, in most cases, its alleged ne- 
cessity, by the timely adoption of wise and feasible substi- 
tutes, respectfully request your honorable body to take such 
action as you may degm best in favor of stipulated arbitra- 
tion, or a congress of nations, for the accomplishment of 
this most desirable end. 

December, A. D. 1849. 

Mr. U. stated that he entirely agreed with the 
sentiments of the petitioners. 

The petition was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. ij 

Mr. DAYTON presented the petition of Fran- 
cis A. Stockton, a purser in the navy, asking the 
repayment of money expended by him on public 
account in the port of Southampton, England, 


while on board the United States ship St. Law 


rence; which was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. ' 

Mr. D. also presented a memorial from the 
same, asking to be released from liability for a 


sum.of money lost in consequence of the failure 
of the bank in which it was.deposited; which was 
referred to. the Committee on` Naval Affairs... 

“Mr. D. also presented from the same, a petition, 
asking the repayment of méney expended in pur- 
chasing supplies for the public service; which was 
referred to the Committee on Naval. Affairs: ° = 

Mr. CALHOUN presented the memorial of the 
heirs of James Cox, deceased, asking, indemnity ` 
for French spoliations. prior to 1800; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. ene ant 

_ Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented a petition: of 
citizens of Madison and Polk counties, in, that- 
State, asking the establishment of a mail route 
from Fort Des Moines to Council Bluffs, arid a 
mail route from Winterset, in Iowa, to Athens, 
Missouri; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. SMITH presented a petition of citizens of 
Bridgeport, Connecticut, asking an appropriation 
for the improvement of the harbor at that place; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. - nS 

Mr. S. also presented the petition of Frances P. 
Gardiner, widow of an officer in the ärmy, who 
was killed in battle, asking to be allowed a pen- 
sion; which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. f 

Mr. S. also presented the petition of Frances 
Fowler, widow of an officer in the army; wha died 
in service, asking a pension; which. was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. MASON, 


Ordered, That the petition of Nathaniel Kuykendall,on 
the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 


On motion by Mr. ATCHISON, 


Ordered, That the petition-of the heirs of Robert Sewall, 
on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 


On motion by Mr. BENTON, 

Ordered, That the petition of Thomas Allen, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee of Claims. 

On motion by Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, 


Ordered, That the petition of the legal representatives of 
John Rice Jones, on the files of the Senate, be referred to 
the Committee on Private Land Claims. 


On motion by Mr. BRIGHT, 


Ordered, That the documents on the files of the Senate, 
relating to the claim of Gamaliel Taylor and his sureties, 
be referred to the Committee of Claims. 


On motion by Mr. BELL, 


Ordered, That the memorial of the delegates of the Creek 
nation be referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. CORWIN, 

Ordered, That the memorial of the administrator of Wim. 
A. Slacum, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. f 


RESOLUTIONS OF STATE LEGISLATURES 


Mr. UPHAM presented a report and resolutions 
adopted by the General Assembly of Vermont, 
recommending the establishment of a Bureau of 
Agriculture in the Department of the Interior at 
Washington; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture, and ordéred to be printed: 

Mr. U. also presented resolutions passed by the 
Senate and House of Representatives of the State 
of Vermont, expressive of their opinion of the 
powers conferred on Congress by the Constitution 
of the United States, and requesting the Senators 
and Representatives of that State in Congress to 
resist by all constitutional means the extension of 
slavery, and to exclude slavery from the District 
of Columbia, and requesting the Representatives 


| of the said State to use their exertion for the or- 


ganization of certain territorial governments, with 
a proviso excluding involuntary servitude there- 
from, except for crime; which Mr. U. moved to 
have printed for the use of the Senate. 

Mr. MANGUM moved that the. motion to re- 
ceive the resolutions be laid upon the table. 

Mr. HALE and Mr. UPHAM demanded the 
yeas and nays upon the motion, a 

Mr. U. expressed his surprise at the objection 
to receiving resolutions of a sovereign State. It 
was usual to receive such documents and print 
them without objection. i 

Mr. DAWSON remarked that the resolutions 
| presented by the Senator had already been printed, 
and were upon the tables of Senators. 

Mr. UPHAM replied that they had been printed 
in the other House, and without objection. 


Mr. KING. I will state that the practice has 


been, that whenever resolutions or memorials gre 


Jan. 8, 


should be received. Itis parliamentary usage and | 


sent of the body to which it is presented; and it 
becomes the duty of the presiding officer, when he 
knows that there is any objection to the reception 
of a paper, to put the question, Shall it be received? 
And the practice has been, in the case of memorials 
on this subject, heretofore; to move to lay them 
upon the table, and, to lay them ‘upon the. table. 
‘When, however, resolutions are sent to us by sister 
States, it has been the practice, out of respect to 
them, to move to lay them upon the table, and 
order them to be printed. 

The yeas and nays upon the motion to lay the 
motion to receive on the table were here ordered. 

“Mr. PHELPS. © Mr. President-——_ 


Mr. HALE: That question is not debatable— 


‘Mr. PHELPS. Certainly not. Larose simply | 
to say, as it is a question of order, as to the dispo- 
sition of these memorials, that I think the Senator 
from Alabama (Mr. Kiwe] is right. As I under- 
stand the practice, it has been usual to receive 
all such resolutions, and to order them to be 
printed. . . ! 

Mr. MANGUM. Will the Senator yield the | 
floor? ‘ 

Mr. PHELPS. Certainly; with pleasure. 

Mr. MANGUM. I wish to say that the state- | 
ments of the Senator from Alabama do not accord 
with what was my impression of the settled prac- 
tice of the last twelve or fourteen years. If thatis 
the view of the honorable Senator, I have no ob- 
jection, and I withdraw my motion. A 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
upon the motion to print, there being no objection 

-to the reception of the resolutions. 

Mr. YULEE. I desire to ask if these resolu- | 
tions have been received. 

The VICE PRESIDENT replied that they had 
been. 

Mr. YULEE. { understand, then, that the mo- 
tion now pending is to print. I desire to say that 
whatever may be the pee of the Senate, and 
the dispostion gf gentlemen to conform to that 
practice, I feel it incumbent upon me to adhere to 
the precedent I adopted for my own course, in the 
case of the resolutions from New York during the 
last session. I then took the ground, that although 
it might be proper to receive and place on the Jour- 
nals of this body the resolutions emanating from 
the Legislatures of the sovereign States of the 
Union, it was not incumbent on us, and certainly 
I would not by my vote consent, to give dignity 
to the proceeding by agreeing to print resolutions 
couched in language opprobrious and offensive to 
the citizens of the State which I have the honor to 
represent in part, and of a large portion of the 
States represented in this body. The language 
with which these resolutions open is more violent, 
offensive, opprobrious, and reprehensible, than any 
ever before presented to this body. I will read 
from them: 


Resolved, That slavery is a crime against humanity, and 
a sore evil in the body-politic, that was excused by the 


framers of the Federal Constitution as a crime entailed upon 
the country by their predecessors, and tolerated solely as 
a thing of inexorable necessity, 

Now, sir, slavery is an institution which the 
people {represent choose to maintain within their 
‘limits, and which is sanctioned by the Constitu- 
tion and Government in which they have engaged 
with the State of Vermont. I consider that by 
receiving the communication of a State containing 
offensive language to other members of the Union, | 
we give our sanction and approbation to it, so far | 
as acquiesccnce will have this effect, and that we i 


| table as a memorial of the direction which con- 
trols their votes, they have no right to call upon 
the Senate, nor is this body bound, to give im- 
portance to such resolutions by an order to print 


| printing resolutions of this kind. 


thus encourage a course of crimination and recrim- 
ination, producing a continual irritation between i 
the States, which must be eventually fatal to the i 
Union. ; | 

These resolutions are not ordered to be commu- i 
nicated to the Senate of the United States by the | 
Legislature of Vermont; they are instructions to | 
the Senators and Representatives from that State: | 
and it will be found, E think, that it was only at | 
the last session of Congress that the precedent was | 
ever set of the printing, by this body, of resolu- | 
_ tions’ of such a character. Now, although the | 
Senators who receive these instructions may be | 
allowed to present them and to lay them on’ the | 


them. Atall events, as the only means by which 
I, as an individual representing a constituency 
which employs the institution denounced by the 
Legislature of Vermont, can mark my reprehen- 
sions of language such as.js used in these resolu- 
tion, I shall withhold, 'if I vote alone, my vote 
for the printing of them. 

Mr. BUTLER obtained the floor; but gave way 
to the reading of the resolutions, which were read 
as follows: : 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives, That 
slavery is a crime against humanity, and a sore evil in the 
body-politic, that was excused by the framers of the Federal 
Constitution as a crime entailed upon the country by their 
predecessors, and tolerated solely as a thing of inexorable 
necessity. y 5 

Resolved, That the so-called ‘¢ compromises of the Consti- 
tution”? restrained the Federal Government from interfering 
with slavery only in the States in whieh it then existed, and 
from interference with the slave trade only fora limited 
time, which has long since expired; and that the powers 
conferred upon Congress by the Constitution to suppress the 
slave trade, to regulate commerce between the States, to 
govern the Territories, and to admit new States—powers į 
conferred with an express intention “to form a more per- 
fect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquillity, | 
provide for the common defence, promote the general wel- 
fare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our | 
posterity?*—may all rightfully be used so as to prevent the | 
extension of slavery into territory now free, and to abolish 
slavery and the slave trade wherever either exists under the 

jurisdiction of Congress. 

Resolved, Thatour Senators and Representatives in Con- 
gress be requested to resist by all and every constitutional 
means the extension of slavery in any manner, whether by 
the annexation to slaveholding Texas of territory now free, 
or by the admission to the Union of territory already ac- 
quired, or which may be hereafter acquired, without an 
express prohibition of slavery, either in the constitution of 
each new State asking admission, or in the aet of Congress | 
providing for such admission, 

Resolved, further, That our Senators and Representatives 
in Congreas be requested to support eyery just and prudent 
measure for the exelusion of slavery*from the District of 
Columbia; for the entire suppression of the slave trade on 
the high seas, and wherever else Congress has jurisdiction ; | 
and generally to relieve the Federal Government from all | 
responsibility for the existence, maintenance, or tolerance 
of slavery, or the traffic in slaves. 

Resolved, further, That our Senators in Congress be in- 
structed, and our Representatives requested, to use their 
exertions for the speedy organization of a territorial govern- 
ment for New Mexico and California, with a provision for- 
ever excluding involuntary servitude, except- for crime, 
therefrom. 

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to furnish a 
copy of the foregoing resolutions to each of our Senators and 
Representatives in Congress, and to the Governor of each 
State in the Union. 

Approved November 12, 1849, i 

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, I shall vote for 
the printing of these resolutions. I think, in im- 
port, they are precisely the same as other resolu- 
tions offered by non-slaveholding States, which 
have been zeceived and printed. I therefore ad- 
here to usage and custom. As long as I repre- 
sent one of the sovereign States of this Union, I 
shall extend to the other members the courtesy of 

But, Mr. Pres- 
ident, I shall also vote for it for a very different | 
reason. I want the people of the southern States | 
to see the progress of opinion at the North. I) 
want them to hear the language used by northern 
States in reference to southern institutions. I | 
want them to understand that northern States have 

said that this is an unworthy copartnership, and 
that the North has been tainted by the Confederacy. | 
I do not want, sir, to impose a straw’s impediment | 
in the way of the knowledge of these opinions by | 
the South. I will not, upon collateral issues of | 
this kind, oppose the printing of the resolutions. | 
E wish these Cemonstrations to go forth in exactly | 
the language in which they send them here, and 1 | 
shall not avoid them in any form in which they 

choose to present them. i 


Mr. PHELPS. I believe that the Senate will 
bear me witness, that for the ten years daring į 
which I have had the honor of a seat in this body, | 
I have uniformly avoided discussion upon this | 


jjetroublesome question. I have met it here upon | 


one or two occasions, when the matter was called 
up, but I believe I have met it in a spirit of coneil- | 
iation; I have met it in a manner indicating my ad- | 
herence to the spirit of harmony; and, sir, I never | 
shall approach the subject with any other feelings. | 

With respect to these resolutions, I have only a | 
word or two to say; that this subject has not only | 
attracted the attention of the people of this coun- | 
try, but it has arrested the attention of the world | 


at large. It is a subject upon which any people | 


times, should be at liberty to express their opin- 
ions upon it. The State of Vermont should have 
liberty to express her opinions. The Senator from 
Florida is at liberty to express his opinions. ‘It is 
the “great absorbing question of the day,” as it 
has been called; and of course every portion of 
this country is at liberty to express its opinions 
upon it. I may here remark, that when tle Legis- 
lature of my own State expressed their sentiments 
in these resolutions, they did not expect that any 
peculiar importance would be attached to them— 
that they. would receive the concurrence and sanc- 
tion of the Senate. They did not think of it. As 
I have remarked, I have avoided all irritating dis- 
cussion upon:this subject-of slavery. I deprecate 
it upon both sides. I regret. much that this subject 
cannot be disposed of by the South and the North 
in a spirit of conciliation, harmony, and good feel- 
ing. I wish now it was settled, and settled for- 
ever. 

It-is in this way, and in this way only, that the 
subject can be disposed of. Irritation, provoca- 
tion, offensive language, do mischief, and mischief 
only. Iam disposed to meet it asa great absorb- 
ing question, which, in the discharge of my duties, 
I am called upon every hour to meet. Now, sir, ` 
I meet this subject, and how do I meetit? As 
respects this question, so faras it is a subject of 
legislation—this question of slavery in relation to 
the Territories, and in relation to the District—it is 
a pure question of policy, to be settled by us in 
our discretion. If we think this institution is not 
calculated to promote the prosperity of the Territo- 
ties—if_we think it is mischievous in its character 
in this District, it ig our duty, as wise legislators, 
to put our hands upon the statute-book, and to blot 
it out. It is a great question of polivy, to be set- 
tled by us, and not one of feelings of mutual crimi- 
nation; it is a great question to be discussed in a 
calm and dispassionate manner. I donot like this 
agitation. I have avoided it. I have studiously 
kept myself out of the way of it, for the reason that 
discussion has not been conducted, let me say, in 
the best manner. 

Now, with regard to these resolutions, what are 
they? They are the expression of the sentiment 
of the people of my own State. As such they 
are offered here, and for nothing more. We ask 
that they be received, as the expression of the 
opinion of any other State has been received by us. 
We ask nothing more than that which has been 
accorded by common courtesy to every expression 
of opinion upon similar subjects coming from a 
sovereign State. 

But gentlemen will excuse me if 1 add, after 
what has been said, that these resolutions express 
the opinions of the civilized world. They are the 
sentiments, I say, of the civilized world upon this- 
subject; and instead of being made the subject of 
reproach here, they should be treated as thè senti- 
ments of the civilized world—as the sentiments of 
the age in which we live. 

What are these resolutions? Do they ask for 
interference in tke domestic concerns of any of the 
States? No, sir. They call upon Congress to do 
its duty where it has the power. They propose 
not to meddle with the internal policy of any State; 
but they call upon us, where we possess the pow- 
er, to perform our duty—that duty to which we 
are called, I believe, by the universal sentiment of 
the civilized world, with the exception of those por- 
tions of it where the peculiar institution prevails, 

Having said thus much, I think it my duty to 
sav that no man—no man—is more averse to an 
officious intermeddling with the affairs of our sis- 
ter States than I am. I leave them with their in- 
stitutions. I leave them to manage their institu- 
tions in their own way. 1 will not lifta finger to 
disturb them in the regulation of their own con- 
cerns. But, sir, on this great question, when it is 
approved on the ove hand, and when it is disap- 
proved on the 6ther, and when the question is 
raised whether this institution shall be co-exten- 
sive with our possessions—when the question is 
raised whether it shall beextended the world over, 
if our power covers the world—then I shall follow 
the dictates of my own judgment and of my own 
conscience, and say, where it now exists, let it be; 
but where it does not exist, let it not be carried. 
Such are my opinions, sir. 


1850. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. BERRIEN.” I cannot acquiesce in the 
views entertained by my friend from South Caro- 
lina, [Mr. Burier,] and I-desire to suggest to 
him and to the Senate, the view in which tie sub- 
ject is presented to my mind. I am quite disposed 
to adhere to the usage of the Senate in the respect. 
which is paid to the communications of the sover- 
eign States of this Union, addressed to this body: 
But that is not the character of the resolutions 
which have been ‘presented by the Senator from 
Vermont, [Mr. Urnam.] Ido not oppose, myself, 
the printing of these resolutions because of the pe- 
culiar sentiments which are entertained and ex- | 
pressed by the Legislature of Vermont. They are | 
free, so far- as any objection of mine is concerned, 
to entertain and to express their sentiments in the 
unmeasured language which they have used on this 
occasion; nor can I be tempted to enter into this | 
discussion by the broad declaration of the Senator 
who has just taken his seat—somewhat qualified, | 
indeed, by his concluding remarks, that the opin- 
ions expressed by the Legislature of Vermont, 
and reiterated by him, are the opinions of the || 
civilized world; that we, therefore, among whom 
these institutions exist, are beyond the pale of the , 
civilized world which is recognized by the Senator | 
from Vermont. Neither can I accord perfectly | 
with my friend from Sduth Carolina, [Mr. Bur- || 
LER,] in the views expressed by him. I cannot |i 
be tempted to enter into the discussion of this || 
question upon these collateral issues; but I found | 
my objection to the printing of this paper upon | 
the ground that it is one with which the Senate of |, 
“the United States has nothing to do. [tis notad- | 
dressed to the Senate of the United States. The || 
Senator from Vermont discusses the question, 
what it is that the Legislature of that State have | 
asked the Congress of the United States to do. 


i 
H 


by his colleague, in regard to certain measures, at 
thé last session, he will perceive that they were in! 
precisely this form.. 1 now hold in my hand the 
resolutions from Michigan on the subject, pre- 
sented by the Senator from Michigan the other 
day. They were laid upon the table and ordered 
tobe. printed. The resolutions conclude by re- 
questing her Representatives and instructing her 
Senators, but contain no request to lay them be- 
fore their respective houses. 

The other day the Senator from Missouri [Mr. 
ArcuHison] introduced a series of resolutions pre- 
cisely in this form, with no resolution directing 
them to lay them before the Senate, but merely | 
expressing their views, and instructing their Sen- 
ators and requesting their Representatives to act 
in conformity with them, and to carry out these | 
views. 1 believe, if the Journal should be inspect- | 
ed, there could not be found aseries of resolutions 
introduced upon this subject, or upon any other, | 
where the Legislatures of the States sent instruc- 
tions to their Senators, and where they requested 
them to lay those resolutions before their respect- 
ive houses. It is never done; and I do not believe 
a precedent can be found for it. These resolutions, 
therefore, are in the form of all the resolutions 
which have come here, at least within the six 
years during which | have had the honor of a 
seat upon this floor. $ 

The resolutions of the State of Virgimia that 
came here last year, accompanied by elaborate 
spceches—resolutions not only speaking upon the 
subject of slavery, but threatening a dissolution of 
the Union, if certain measures of legislation pro- 
posed should be consummated, these resolutions 
were in this form precisely. 

_ I have no disposition, sir, to go into the discus- | 
sion of the main question upon this collateral is- 


| 
| 


1 


1 


Sir, by this resolution they have asked nothing of | 
the Congress of the United States; and these gen- |! 
tlemen have taken from their pockets private in- || 
structions addressed to them as Senators, and to | 
their associates in the other House, and have laid ‘| 
them upon the table of the Senate. They were | 
not even called upon by the resolutions to commu- | 
nicate them to the Senate. p 
erogation—an act which they were not required , 
to perform. And are we, sir, to look into the 
private instruction of Vermont to her Senators, | 
and pabi them to the American people? For | 
one, I cannot consent to'do it. p 
Again, | am not influenced by the considerations 
addressed by my friend from South Carolina—the 
desire to make known to the southern people what 
is the feeling of the North upon this subject. Sir, | 
that feeling is perfectly understood, so far as it is | 
expressed by the acts of legislative bodies, Ibe- | 
lieve the South understand that well. There can |; 
be no reason for departing from our usual course, | 
to print instructions presented by our Legislatures | 
to their Senators, for the purpose of getting at such || 
information. Why, sir, if the instructions given | 
by those Legislatures to their Senators for their | 
guidance are to be taken up by the Senate of the 
United States and published, where is the limit? || 
All communications which may be made to those 
gentlemen, which they think proper to announce 
to the Senate of the United States, from their re- | 
spective Legislatures or the official authorities of || 
their States, will be entitled to be published. |! 
Whenever the Legislature of Vermont chooses to 
address the Congress or the Senate of the United 
States, the sentiments which they express, whether 
they accord with mine or not, shall receive the 
respectful consideration which, emanating from a | 
sovereign State, they are entitled to receive. In- | 
structions to the Senators belong to them, and not 


to us. 


i 
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i 
| 


i 
i 


It is an act of super- || holding States desire to know what the free States 


sue. We have an opportunity almost every week 
in the session of meeting the question fairly, and 
frankly, and appropriately. 1 admire the views 
expressed by the Senator from South’ Carolina, 
(Mr. BurLer.] I think he is right in saying that 
the opinions of the North upon this question should 

e known and thoroughly understood. The slave- 


{ 
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i think upon the subject, what opinion they have 
! formed, and whether or not they are determined, 
i so far as they can constitutionally, to carry out 
i that opinion in the legislative action of the coun- 


frankly. If it is erroneous, I trust that no one will { 

be.afraid to combatit. If Senators wish to argue į 
| —if they are not fearful of argument—the North 
are willing to meet them boldly here or elaewhere. 
I hope, then, sir, that there will be no attempt to 
bring up a discussion upon these resolutions, be- 
cause the Legislature of Vermont did not instruct 
their Senators to introduce them here, since such 
instructions have never been given. The reolu- 
tions are transmitted by the Executive to the Sen- 
ators and Representatives, and they are accompa- | 
nied by a letter from the Executive directing them 
to receive the resolutions; whether that letter has 
ever required them -to lay them before the Senate, 
Ido not recollect. I donot know that there has 
ever been a case where there were such instruc- ; 
tions. 

ASewaror. The precedents are both ways. 

Mr. UPHAM. The Senator from North Caro- 
lina says that the precedents are both ways. This, 
however, I can say, that the resolutions I have in 
my hand are in precisely the same form with the 
resolutions presented the other day. 

Mr. MASON. ‘The path of the southern States 
upon this question is now straight before us. It 
has been marked out by the State which I have 
the honor to represent in part here, and what she 
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Mr. UPHAM. I have no disposition, sir, to :; 
continue this discussion, and I bad no idea, when į; 
I introduced the resolutions, that such a discussion i 
would arise from any opposition by any member | 
of the Senate. I believe itto have been invariably :; 
the case that resolutions from the States have-been |, 
received without dpposition. But, sir, the Senator ; 
from Georgia [Mr. Berrien] opposes the printing | 
upon the ground that they are not addressed to the | 
Senate of the United States. He treats them as |. 
private instractions to Senators, and as not prop- i 
erly brought before the Senate. Now, sir, these | 
resolutions are in the same form as all the resolu- ji 
tions ever presented to the Senate upon this sub- | 
ject. If the honorable Senator will look at the | 
resolutions which were presented, if not by him, © 


t 


i extent, by all or nearly all of the whole southern 


has declared has been responded to, to the fullest 


people. T say, sir, her path is marked out, straight 
and direct. And I should regret exceedingly if 
that path should be obstructed in the slightest de- 
gree by any collateral and unnecessary issues. 

I agree entirely with what feil from the honor- 
able Senator fiom South Carolina, [Mr. Butier,]} 
who sits before me, that these resolutions should 
be printed. And f apprehend, with all possible 
respect which I entertain for my colleague over 
the way, [Mr. Berriren]—yes, sir, I call the Sena- 
tor from Georgia my colleague, on this question, 
at least—that the objection which he has made 
savors somewhat of special pleading. 

Sir, at the last session, the resolutions offered by 


li 


| try. Let that opinion be expressed freely and |! 


[| their character. 


r 


the Senator from: New- York, who isnow- hera no 
longer, [Mr. Dix, ] reflecting in terms ëven ‘miore. 
seere i iaie nA PRE Jak eek 
A Sewaror, (mhis seat.) Oh! nove’ ri 
- Mr. MASON. `I: am: willing: to be corrected, 
According to. my recollection, those resolutions— 
equally severe, if-not moreso, and of the samé 
character—were ordered:to be’ printed... © 2 00 
I entertained the opinion then, and declared: it 
here, that it was due to that State, as a sovereign 
State of thie Union, that they should -be printed: 
What is the usage of the Senate? If. Í remember: 
right, it has been the usage during many years; 
that whatever opinions might be expressed. in rès- 
olutions presented here from the States, and what- 
ever objections there might be to them, yet when 
they were offered, they were received and printed. 
Such I believe is the usage, and such ! believe ig 
the rule of the Senate. All communications made 
to this body should be couched in respectful terms. 
But I hold that here, where the States are con- 
vented, the States themselves are to be the judges 
of their own conduct and their-own language, and 
that there should be an entire exemption to. them 
from rules governing our intercoursé with private 
persons. Why, sir, if the State of Vermont, of 


| New York, or any other State, deems it respectful 


to itself to use language of this kind to a body 
where the States are represented, let them do: 80; 
let itgo down to history, and let history’ record if. 
It is not for us to correct it in any form. We may 
correct it in individuals, but we cannot correct itin 
States. I say, let them be printed. It is due to 
ourselves—it is due to the States—that whatever 
is presented from them should be printed, and 
should go down to posterity and to history. Let 
them take the responsibility of their own acts. 

I understand that in the resolutions offered by 
the Senator from Vermont, an institution now ex: 
isting in a large number of the States of this Con- 
federacy is denounced asacrime—acrime! Very 
well. Ifthe State of Vermont deems it respectful 
to herself to use that language with regard to any 
institution of her sister States, it does not become 
us'to rebuke her for it. I desire, sir, that they 
i may be printed. I desire that if that great issue is 
| forced upon us—that issue which all patriots and 
‘lovers of the Union should avoid—that it may be 
known to history what led to it, and under. what 
circumstances it was tendered. I desire that it 
may be shown upon the records of the Senate that 
this institution—domestic, purely domestic—for 
which the States alone are responsible, has been 
spoken of by sister States as. acrime. I desire- 
further, with the Senator from South Carolina, 
[Mr. Burzer,] that it shall go among our own 
people, and that when that day comes—if come it 
should—it may appear upon the record that sud 
vituperative language has been heaped upon us 
day after day, not by fanatics only, but, I regret 
to say, by sovereign States upon this floor. 

I did not design to have occupied the time of 
the Senate upon this occasion, and regret that I 
have been betrayed thus far; but the topic is ‘ex- 
citing. The honorable Senator from “Vermont 
has spoken -of resolutions introduced here from 
the State of Virginia. He is correct in regard to 
If I recollect aright, they were 
not addressed to the Senate, but to their Senators. 
We thought it our duty, upon receiving them, as 
the Senator thought it his, and I think rightly, to 
present them to the Senate. 

The Senator says that in these resolutions there 
was a threat of dissolution of the Union. I dis 
claim it. There was no threat—none. There 
WaS & DETERMINED PURPOSE—u RESOLVE by the 
State of Virginia to protect her honor and her in- 
stitutions against all aggression, from any quarter. 
There were no threats—none, whatever- Vir- 
ginia stands in a position that will not permit it. 
Threats!—to whom? To those with whom she 
is associated inthis Union? Why, sir, threats are 
made by braggarts in the streets! It belongs to 
that class to utter threats—not to independent 


1 
1 


t 


| States; and I assure that Senator, and all who 


i hear me, that if the law is passed, which is called 
for by the resolutions just submitted, the determin- 
ation of Virginia will be made good, in her own 
language, ‘at every hazard, and to the last EX- 
iremity.” If it leads toa dissolution of the Union, 
I would submit it to you, sir, or to any man who 
knows what it isto be a freeman, who would hesi- 
tate for oné instant—hesitate when the choice is 
put to him between a dissolution of this Union 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Jae 8, 


and ‘submission to a government of unlimited 
power? Sir, in-that case, the Constitution would 
not only not be worth the parchment upon which 
itis written, but every son of the South would be 
truant to hig fathers and his blood, who would re- 
gard it for one instant. That is the resolation— 
the determination in which the: Senator from Ver- 
mont sees only a threat of disunion...It is the 
choice between resistance at every: hazard,-and to 
the last extremity, and submission to a govern- 
ment of unlimited power. When that day comes, 
sir, the decision of the State of Virginia is-made; 
and | would not pledge my life’ only, but I pledge 
the lives of all her-citizens, that she will make it 
good. Thope the resolutions. will be printed. 
Mr. HALE: I wish simply to correct a matter 
of history.” It is stated by the honorable Senator 
from: Alabama. that it has always been a practice, 
out of regard to the sister States, to print the reso- 
Jutions sent here by them. I have had occasion 
to consult the record, sir, upon this matter, and I 
_ find, singularly enough, but one solitary exception 
to that rule; and singular as it may seem, that ex- 
ception. was in the case of this very State of Ver- 
mont. 
9th of January, 1839—Mr. Prentiss of Vermont 
introduced the resolutions of that State, instruct- 
ing ‘her Senators and requesting her Representa- 
tives to use their efforts to prevent the annexation 
of Texas, to. procure the abolition of the slave 
trade and of slavery in the District of Columbia, 
and to defend their right of petition. Mr. Pren- 
tiss moved that they be laid upon the table and 
printed. A division was called for by Mr. Fos- 
ter, and the question of laying upon the table was 
decided in the affirmative. The question recur- 
ring upon the printing of the resolution, a mo- 
tion was made by Mr. Lumpkin that the motion 
to print should be laid upon the table. The yeas 
and nays were taken; and that record is very in- 
structive—particularly if you read the yeas and 
nays, and then read the names of those in the 
Senate that did not appear among the yeas and 
nays there. There were 29 yeas, sir, and only 8 
nays, so that, in that instance, the resolutions of 
one of the “ sovereignties”—I believe that is the 
name they call them now, sir—of one of the 
“ sovereignties”? of this Confederacy were laid 
upon the table by a vote in the Senate of 29 to 8. 
With that exception of the 9th of January, 1839, 
up to this time, I Believe that the practice has been, 
as stated by the Senator from Alabama, [Mr. 
Kie,] to print the resolutions. Resolutions com- 
ing from southern States, vastly more offensive to 


gentlemen who differ from them than those coming |; 


from the free States are, have been received and 
printed without any objection. At the same time, 
yappears by the record that eleven years ago to- 
morrow—I wish this had been put off another day, 


Eleven years ago to-morrow, sir—on the |! 


| they are of some use. 


| 80 it is in all these States. 


they are of some consequence; and the result is, 
that they havestarted upon the game of resoliftions, 
for their especial benefit. The Whig party passes 
a set of resolutions, and then the Democratic party 


| passes a set of resolutions—they had to come to it 


at last—because, sir, fanatics have votes there as 
well as other folks. [Laughter.] So the Whigs 
and Democrats both setto. work with their resolu- 
tions to catch the fanatics; and these resolutions 
are intended for home use altogether, [renewed 
laughter;] and that explains the reason why they 
are'not instructed to be presented here, because 
they are: not intended to be presented here—they 
are for home use only. The Whigs call the Dem- 
ocrats pro-siavery, and then the Democrats turn 
round and call the Whigs pro-slavery; and they 
can each point to the record, and show that they 
| have passed the most stringent resolutions that 
could possibly be written. Resolutions! Why, 
sir, there have been resolutions enough passed 
against slavery—passed under these circumstances 
i —to make a winding sheet for every slave and 
| every slaveholder in the Union. Yet, after all, if 


| you sift it to the bottom, you will find that there 


is very little resolution in any of their ‘* resolu- 
tions.” 

Excitement! If there has been any excitement 
created by these resolutions, | can assure the Sen- 
ator thatthey do not mean anything.. They are 


the most harmiess things in the world. They are | 


simply intended to be used about election time—to 


be used on great occasions. When favorite candi- | 


dates are to be pushed in, or others defeated, then 
And that is the way we 
happen to get these resolutions from Vermont at 
the present time; for the Legislature of Vermont 
will have to fill a vacancy in the United States 
Senate at their next session. They will be obliged 
either to reélect this gentleman, whose term soon 
expires, or to elect some other one in his place. 
And itis very convenient, sir, at such times, to 
show good resolutions. [Great laughter.} And 
And really it seems to 
| me that, in this point of view, they are very harm- 
less affairs; and Senators may wait some time until 
| these fanatics get to be more numerous than it is 
apprehended they are, before these resolutions will 
do any great harm out of their immediate'neighbor- 
hood. {do not say these things to disparage the 
expression of the popular sentiment and will; but 
this great Confederacy, and the whole world are 
| waiting—waiting very anxiously—to know what 
we are about; and it is certainly very desirable 
| that they should know the true state of the case. 

Mr. PHELPS. I am very much gratified to 
| find that this subject is met in this kind temper. 
i The honorable Senator from New Hampshire is 
| not far from the truth in the remarks he has made; 
and his peculiar modesty forbade his remarking 


sir, so that we might have the even year for it— 
this resolution was laid upon the table, and the 
printing was refused. Now, sir, | am no repre- 
sentative of Vermont—and she is vastly better 
represented here than she would be if represented 
by some others—and Ido not know that there is 
anything peculiar in the resolutions she presents; 
but it-seems to be a peculiar coincidence, that the 
only exception to the general practice of the Sen- 
ate should have been in the case of that State, and 
that now it is desired that it shall be repeated. I 
simply wish, as a matter of history, to make this 
statement, and to state the result of calling the 
yeas and. nays, so that those who object to the 
printing of these resolutions may see that they 
stand upon the record with a precedent before 
them. 

A Senator. And a precedent exactly in point. 

Mr. HALE. Yes, sir, a precedent exactly in 
point, because itis a Vermont case. In regard to 
what has fallen from the Senator from Virginia, 
[Mr. Mason,] allow me to say, that, for one, I do 
not see any great occasion for excitement upon 
this subject. 

A Senator. Please to read the yeas and nays. 

Mr. HALE read the names from the Journal, 
and resumed: 

Inregard to these resolutions, sir, as I was about 
to remark, I think they are very harmless things, 
afterall. The true state of the fact, sir, is this: 
There has been a small band of fanatics at the 
North a good while; and they have made so much 
noise that the people begin to think they are more 
numerous than they are. The Whig party and |; 


that some of the Senator’s spceches have been 
| made for the same purpose as these resolutions to 
| which he has referred. The Senator from New 
| Hampshire has recently, I believe, had the honor 
| of presenting himself as the advocate of Free Soil- 
i im in Vermont; and, sir, as he has just made the 
| tour of that State, it is not to be wondered at that 
| these resolutions should have come immediately 
| after him. But my object in rising is not to trifle 
| with the Senate. I have never approached this 
; subject with any other feeling than the feeling of 
| apprehension. Would to God the discussion might 
be terminated to-day forever. But it cannot be. 
| The agitation and excitement in every part of the 
|! country forbid us to be silent. And, sir, let me 
| remark on this oceasion, that |] was very much 
| gratified to find that the honorable Senator from 

Virginia met this subject in so forbearing a man- 
ner. To be sure, he intimated that the course of 
| Virginia was marked out—that his own State 
: would adhere to her determination. Well, sir, if 
| the determination of Virginia is. merely to regulate 
| her own affairs and her own concerns, protect her 
i own rights and honor, she is right. Let her ad- 
| here to that determination. For one, J disclaim 


| 
l 


|! altogether any pretensions to interfere with the 


| domestic arrangements of Virginia. I concede to 
that State what I claim for my own. If she chooses 
; to sustain this institution, and my own State re- 
| jects it, we stand upon equal footing; and it is not 
the business of any State of this Union to inter- 
fere with our choice. 

Sir, there has been a mistake upon this subject. 
It has been intimated that the people of the North 


the Democratic party have already begun te think 


desire to interfere with the domestic relations of 


their sister States. There is no such disposition 

pervading the mass of the people. I know. we 
have fanaticism and folly; but I do not know of a 
Senator on this foor who could disclaim that there 
were fanaticism and folly at home.. My object in 

rising now is—to use a trite phrase—to define my 
own position; and in defining it, I believe I shall 
be defining that of a vast majority of our people. 

We claim no authority, no right, to interfere in 
the domestic arrangements of any State of this 
Union. This should. be distinctly understood by 

our friends. Virginia and South Carolina may 

maintain their own institutions. We claim no 

right to interfere. So far, I trust, the declaration 

is satisfactory. But, sir, the line of distinction, 

the distinction which we make, is a very practical 

one. Where Congress possesses the power of local 

legislation, they must exercise that power in obe- 

dience to their own judgment; and if with respect 
to the Territories, they deem it wise to prohibit 

the introduction of slavery, they. have the power 
to do so; and if the sense of Congress should be 
in favor of the exercise of that power, that power 
will be maintained. Well, what is our conclusion? 
We claim no right to interfere with the institutions 

of the States; but we claim a right to regulate the 
institutions of the Territories. Can that right be 
denied? If we deem it expedient to introduce the 
ordinance of 1787, or the Wilmot proviso, who 
will question our power? And if, in our judg- 
ment, we deem it expedient to apply these re- 
strictions, who shall say we have exceeded cur 
powers? Are Senators prepared for that? Are 
they prepared to say to us that any State, Virginia, - 
South Carolina, or any other—however respecta- 

ble she may be—shall dictate to Congress with 

respect to the expediency of these measures? 

Why, sir, such a pretension could not be attempt- 
ed; it will not be attempted. If Virginia has 

marked out her course, so far as that course is 

consistent with the vindication of her own rights, 

nobody will interfere with her. But if the course 

marked out is, that Congress shall be compelled 

by any system—I do not like to use harsh lan- 

guage—but if Congress is to be driven to adapt its 

resolutions to the peculiar taste of any one portion 

of this Union, it loses the respect of all. Now, sir, 

I think that we should concede tô each and all of 
the States the right to regulate her and their own 

internal affairs, We claim the right to legislate for 

the Territories—and do we claim anything offen- 

sive when we insist that the regulation of these 

Territories shall rest upon the unbiassed judgment 
of Congress? . 

Now, sir, I have heard a great deal about north- 
ern fanaticism, but I have never supposed myself 
connected with it. Ihave thought proper to ex- 
plain my position, and 1 hope and trust that posi- 
tion will not be misunderstood. 

Mr. RUSK moved that the motion to print be 
laid upon the table. 

Upon this motion the yeas and nays were de- 
manded, and ordered. 

Mr. YULEE. { would ask the Senate to per- 
mit me to correct a misapprehension which I find 
is common in the Senate as to the position I have 
taken, which I will do in two words. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There will be no 
objection. : 

Mr. YULEE. I desire to say that I have not 
objected to the printing of these resolutions because 
they refer to the subject ofslavery. Iam very far 
from having proposed to introduce the subject for 
discussion in this connection; and I avoided all re- 
mark calculated to lead to such a discussion. I 
object to the printing of these resolutions for the 
simple reason that it is asan act of courtesy alone 
that we are called upon to print them; and thatthe 
State of Florida, speaking in part through my 
humble vote, will not agree to concede to the 
State of Vermont an act of courtesy when she 
comes into the Senate with the language of ill- 
breeding and insult. That, sir, is sufficient to 
determine me in the course which I shall pursue. 
It is perfectly immaterial to me whether these res- 
olutions involve the question of slavery or not; 
if they are couched in disrespectful language, that 
at once decides my course, It is sufficient for the 
Senator from Vermont that we have placed these 
resolutions upon record, by giving them a place 
upon the Journal. The printing for the use of the 
Senate will be an extra courtesy which I am not 
willing to grant. 

Mr. BUTLER desired the Senator from Texas 
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to withdraw the motion to Jay on the table fora 
moment. i 

Mr. RUSK signified his readiness so to do. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator can- 
not withdraw the motion, the yeas and nays hav- 
ing been ordered. 

- Mr. BUTLER expressed the hope that he might 
be allowed to make an explanation, ‘ 

Mr. HALE also desired to occupy the attention || 
of the Senate for a moment only. 

Mr. RUSK. . My only object in making the 
motion was to stop all debate on the subject. 

Mr. HALE, If you will not extend to me that 
courtesy that was extended to the Senator on the 
other side, I will sit down. 

Mr. RUSK. It will be for no practical pur- 
pose, in my opinion. My only object was to stop 
all debate. 

Mr. BUTLER Certainly, I-must be allowed 
to reconcile my vote with what I have said. | 
shall vote to lay this motion upon the table, so as 
to take it up to-morrow, and not to defeat its pas- 
sage. Jam not to be caught in this kind of trap 
—to be forced into a contradiction. ° . 
_ The yeas and nays being then called, there 

were 1] yeas, 46 nays, as follow: 

” . YEAS—Messrs. Berrien, Calhoun, Davis of Mississippi, 
Dawson, Downs, Houston, Rusk, Soulé, Stewart, Turney, 
and Yulee—11. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Ben- 
ton, Borland, Bradbury, Bright, Butler, Chase, Clarke, 
Clay, Clemens, Cooper, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, 
Dayton, Lickinson, Dodge of Iowa, Dodge of Wisconsin, 
Douglas, Felch, Foote, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Hunter, 
Jones, Mangum, Mason, Miller, Morton, Norris, Pearce 
Phelps, Sebastian, Seward, Shields, Smith, Spruance 
Sturgeon, Underwood, Upham, Wales, Walker, and Whit 
comb—46., 


So the motion to lay upon the table was decided 
in the negative. 

Mr. HALE. I willnow say what I attempted | 
to saya few moments since; but will first state | 
that Í am glad that the Senator from Vermont | 
{Mr. Pagurs] admits that I am correct so far as 
he understands the matter, in my views with re- 
gard to the getting up of these resolutions. I wish | 
that some one who has an equal right to speak for | 
the other great party—the South—would be as | 
candid, and state whether or not I have as truly 
repressnted the state of the case in their party. 

But, sir, if | was understood to say, or to inti- 
mate from what I said, that I believed that there 
was not a great and growing sentiment of dissatis- 
faction at the North at the overshadowing influ- 
ence which the institution of southern slavery has 
had, and does have, and threatens still to have, 
upon the legislation of this country, I was under- | 
stood to intimate a thing which I do not believe; 
because, sir, there is such a sentiment, and it is | 
useless to deny if. There is, sir, in the northerñ 
States, so far as | know anything of it, a very 
great feeling upon this subject; but it is a feeling 
which will manifest itself within the limits of the 
Constitution. And, sir, they will hold, so far as 
they can and so far as they may, to a rigid ac- 
countability, all those representatives, either in this 
House or the other, coming from the free States, 
who undertake to sacrifice upon this floor, or upon 
the floor of the other House, the moral sentiments 
of the people of the free States upon this great sub- 
ject of slavery. ‘That feeling, sir, it is not neces- 
sary for me to say, is exceedingly misunderstood 
and misrepresented. But when the hour of action 
arrives—when the exigency of the case demands 
it—it will be found that there is in the feelings of | 
the people a deep-rooted sentiment upon the sub- | 
ject, that will hold to a most rigid accountability 
any northern man that falters in the enunciation of | 
that feeling, or in its sustentation upon the floor 
of Congress. , | 

Mr. CALHOUN. Irise simply to explain my 
vote upon the motion to lay upon the table the 
motion to print these resolutions. I did it solely 
in courtesy to the Senator who has the floor upon 
the question left unfinished yesterday. It has been 
usual, when the hour of adjournment arrives, for | 
the Senator who may have obtained the floor, to | 
yield to the motion to adjourn, under the assurance | 
that he shall have the floor upon the following | 
day; and | know that it is always unpleasant for į 
a Senator who has thus obtained the floor, and ex- | 
pects to address the Senate, to have the debate | 
procrastinated. [ shall therefore oppose further 
debate upon this, until that other matter has been 


j 


disposed of. 


Mr. President, I intended not to say a word 


upon’ this‘subject; but as 1 am up,.I feel it:due to ; 


myself and to the occasion to express my simple- 
sentiment upon this matter. 1 have long labored 
faithfully—faithfully—to repress the encroachment 
ofthe North. Atthe commencement 1 saw where 
it would end and must end; and I despair of ever 
seeing it arrested in Congress. It will go to its 


| end; for gentlemen have already yielded to the 


current of the North, which they admit here that 
they cannot resist. Sir, what the South will do is 
not for me tosay. They will meet it, in my opin- 
ion, as it ought to be met. - 

Mr. BORLAND. I have not heretofore, sir, 
said one word upon this exciting subject; nor is 
it my purpose to enter into a discussion of it at 
this time. But, sir, as I shall be called upon to 
give my vote upon the printing of these resolations, 
I desire to say a very few wordsin explanation 
thereof. I shall vote against the printing of the 
resolutions, sir, because the language of the reso- 
lutions is opprobrious and insulting toa large por- 
tion of the States of this Union, and to the State 
which Lin part represent. With the Senator from 
Florida, sir, | believe that I am bound to withhold 
anything like courtesy—for courtesy alone it would 
be for the resolutions to be printed—I am bound 
to withhold anything like courtesy in return for 
opprobrium and insult. { do not choose, sir, to 
recriminate—to throw back their opprobrium in 
like terms; for none could meet such terms as have 
been thrown by the Legislature of Vermont upon 
the institution of the State in which I reside. Yet, 
sir, I feel justified in withholding from them any- 
thing like courtesy, though I may not choose to 
meet their opprobrium ik the same spirit and the 
same ianguage which has been held by the Legisla- 
ture of Vermont, 

The language of these resolutions is at least op- 
probrious in its terms, [t declares the people that 
l represent in part to be criminals—not laboring 
under error, not so unfortunate as to be mistaken, 
but actual criminals, and, as the Senator from 
Vermont assumes, ‘criminals in the eyes of the 
civilized world.” 


means anything—but reading us out of the pale of 
civilization; declaring us to be so criminal that we 
are not fit associates for civilized men. Not only 
have we committed crime, sir, but we are standing 
here as the representatives of a community which 
recognizes this institution, and thinks it to bea 
proper one, while it is pronounced by these reso- 
lutions to be “a sore evil upon the body-politic”’ 
—a plague-spot, sir, which not only makes us 
criminals, but which cuts us off from, and throws 
us beyond, the pale of civilization. 

I shall vote against the printing of the resolu- 
tions for another reason. ‘Che second resolution 
is in these words: 


Resolved, That the so-called “compromises of the Con- 
stitution” restrained the Federal Government from inter- 
ference with slavery only in the States in which it then ex- 
isted, and from interference with the slave trade only fora 


| limited time, which has long since expired; and that the 


powers conferred upon Congress by the Constitution to sup- 
press the slave trade, to regulate commerce between the 
States, to govern the Territories, and to admit new States— 
powers conferred with an express intention “ to form a 
more perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tran- 
quillity, provide for the common defence, promote the gen- 
eral welfare, and secure the hlessings of liberty to ourselves 
and our posterity’’—may all rightfully be used so as to pre- 
vent the extension of slavery into territory now free, and 
to abolish slavery and the slvave trade wherever either ex- 
ists under the jurisdiction of Congress. 


Mark this expression, sir: “ the so-called com- 
promises of the Constitution.” Mark the expres- 
sion, sir! not ‘the compromises of the Constitu- 
tion,” of which the South has been saying so 
much, but the ‘so-called compromises of the Con- 
stitution’’—a denial that any compromises exist. 
They assert that the ‘* so-called compromises of 
the Constitution”? restrained the Federal Govern- 
ment from interference with slavery only in the 
States in which it then existed, and from interfer- 
ence with the slave trade only for a limited time, 
which has long since expired, and that its powers 
may all be rightfully used so as to prevent the ex- 
tension of slavery into territory now free, and to 
abolish slavery and the slave trade wherever either 
exists under the jurisdiction of Congress. 

Jt amounts, then, to this, sir: that these resolu- 
tions of the Legislature of Vermont claim that the 
Federal Government of this Union has the power, 
and is in duty bound, not only to prohibit the in- 
troduction of slavery into the Territories, and to 


Yes, sir, reading us not merely | 
out of the Union—for it amounts to that, if it | 


abolish itin the. District ef Colambia; but'to-abol= 
ish it also-in every one of the new States—in every 
State which was not: one of ‘the original ‘thirteen, 
and which did not come- into- thé Union’ at the 
adoption of the Constitution. y pi 

Is it possible; then; sir, that Feould:be expected 
to vote for the reception of these: resolutions?—res- 
olutions which not only-cast -opprobrium and -in- 
sult upon me and my constituents, but which actu- 
ally go so far as to say that’ we.aré holding our 
property in violation of the spirit and letter ofthe 
Constitution. e aT 

{ cannot vote in favor of such resolutions: “We 
are.told by the Senator from Vermont that he has 
Leen in favor of conciliation; that he has been in 
favor of avoiding and withholding everything from 
this body that could add to the irritation which ex- 
ists in the public mind on this subject; and yet he 
comes forward and introduces a series of resolu- 
tions, asking that they ‘be received and respectfully 
treated by this Senate, by the representatives of 
one half of the States of this Union, which could 
not be made more insulting to them, and which 
are couched in terms claiming far more than has 
ever been claimed before. Conciliation, indeed ! 
Commend me to such conciliation as this! Con- 
ciliation in words, but insult, and indignity, ‘and 
opprobrium, in fact. Conciliation! when we, are 
told that we are not entitled to the protection. of 
the Constitution in the possession of our.property:! - 
It may seem strange to him, sir, that persons from 
the southern States become excited upon this sub- 
ject whenever it is mentioned; but it seems still 
stranger tome that any one can refrain from ex- 
citement of feeling when thus assailed and: in- 
sulted. : 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, (interposing.) Will 
the Senator allow tne to make a motion to-—— 

Mr. BORLAND. I have but a word more to 
say. Ido not wish to be considered as unexcited 
on this subject; and I should despise myself if I 
could stand here calm and unmoved under such 
i circumstances. I lay no claim to that philosophy 
which makes men quiet and calm on a subject 
which not only affects their interests, but their 
‘honor. I do not choose on this or any other occa- 
| sion to argue this question with the Senators on 
| the other side of the Flouse. I do not stand here to 
| argue it. Argument has been exhausted. I can- 
| Not argue—Senators must excuse me for the harsh- 
ness of the expression—I cannot argue with the 
; robber, whe meets me upon the highway and de- 
| mands my purse; I cannot*consent to argue with 
the assassin, who seeks to stab me in the dark; I 
| cannot argue with the midnight incendiary, who 
stands ready to apply the torch to my dwelling, and 
to consume my.wife and children. Under these 
circumstances, I am excited; and:I do not desire to 
be otherwise. I should despise myself, and I hope 
that my constituents would despise me, and would 
bar the State against me on my return, if, under 
such circumatances and the similar ones by which 
we are surrounded, I did not become excited. : 

But I desire to say no more. I have said what 
I have said in order to explain the reasons of: my 
vote, and for my differing in that vote on this occa- 
sion from those distinguished gentlemen from the 
South with whom it is generally my pride to con- 
cur. 

Mr. CHASE. Mr. President, 1 do not propose 
upon this. question to go extensively into the dis- 
cussion upon this subject; but 

Mr. FOOTE, As the ‘gentleman seems to be 
anxious to debate the subject, I would suggest that 
| it lie on the table for the present, that we may 
take up the order of the day. > ee 

Mr. CHASE. Ihave no objection to its going 
over till to-morrow. i ; 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
from Ohio make that motion? 

Mr. CHASE. I will move, 
ject be passed over informally. % 

No objection being made, the subject was then 
passed over. i 


then; that this sub- 


ROUTE TO SANTA FE. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a report of the Secretary of War, made incom. 
pliance with a resolution of the Senate, accompa- 
nied by.a report and map of the route from Fort 
Smith, Arkansas, to Santa Fé, in New Mexico, 
made by Lieutenant J. H. Simpson, of the corps 
of topographical engineers, in 1849; which was 
H read and ordered to be printed. 
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“NOTICE OF BILL. 


Mr. BUTLER gavenotice of his intention to- 
morrow, or on some subsequentday, to ask leave 
to introduce a bill to rezulate the fees and. costs to 
be allowed clerks, marshals, and attorneys of the 
circuit and. district courts, of the United States, 
and for other purposes. i : ae 


SPECIAL ORDER. 


Mr. CHASE said that -he had given his assent 
to the proposition to pass over the subject which 
had been under discussion, with a view to resum- 
ing the consideration of the special order, and. then 
moved that the. special order be taken up; which 
motion was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT stated the business 
before the Senate.to be the following resolution, 
submitted by the Senator from Michigan, [Mr. 
Cass:] 

Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Relations be 
instructed to’ inquire into the expediency of suspending 
diplomatic relations with Austria. 

` The question being stated upon the amendment 
submitted thereto by the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire, [Mr. Hate,] inserting the words “ Russia 
and? 
“Mr. HALE. I understood the Chair as de- 
_ciding the other day, that any matter of business 
once made the order of the day, remained so until 
it was exhausted. 
being the second in order, will have to be taken 
up by vote. : ` 

The VICE PRESIDENT was understood to 
say, that, under a rule of the Senate, this unfin- 
ished special order had the preference.’ The 19th 
rule of the Senate was as follows: 

“The unfinished business in which the Senate was en- 
gaged at the last preceding adjournment, shail bave the 
preference in the special orders of the day.” 

Mr. FOOTE arose and addressed the Senate at 
length, in review of and in reply to the remarks 
submitted upon the resolution yesterday by the 
Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Cray.] 

[The speech of the honorable Senator is deferred, 
in order to give opportunity for revision. It will 
be published in the Appendix.] 

` Mr. F. having concluded his remarks, 

On motion by Mr. DOWNS, the Senate ad- 

journed. ; 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, January 9, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday wag read and approved. 


Mr. KAUFMAN rose to inquire of the Speaker 
whether there was not a message from the Presi- 
dent of the United States on the Speaxer’s table, 
which had been there for two or three days, 

The SPEAKER said there was such a message. 

Mr. KAUFMAN asked that, by unanimous 
consent, the message might be laid before the 
House, that he might move that it be laid on the 
table and be printed. It might be a matter of con- 
siderable interest to some gentlemen of the House, 
and he had no doubt that every member would 
like to know what it was. 

The SPEAKER put the question, that the gen- 
tleman from Texas [Mr. Kavrman] asked the 
unanimous consent of the House that the message 
of the President of the United States might be laid 
before the House, with a view to its being laid on 
the table and printed. 

Objections were made on both sides of the 
House. 


OFFICERS OF THE HOUSE. 
The SPLAKER then announced that the first 
business in order was the election of officers of the 
. House, and first, of a Clerk. 
WITHDRAWAL OF MR. CAMPBELL. 
Mr. WILLIAMS rose and said that, before the 


House again commenced voting, he desired to | 


withdraw the name of Thomas Jefferson Camp- 
bell as candidate for the Clerkship. 

So the name of Mr. Campbell was withdrawn. 

THE MESSAGE. 

Mr. KAUFMAN said he understood that the 
gentleman who had objected to the message being 
laid before the House, had done so merely because 
at-would probably be read. He supposed that no 
gentleman wished to hear it read. 

The SPEAKER. Objections have been made 
onboth sides. It is usual for messages from the 
President of the United States to he read. 


I suppose, therefore, that this, | 


OFFICERS OF THE-HOUSE. 

The House then again proceeded to vote for the 
election ofa. Clerk. 0. : 

The tellers, Messrs. Tuomrson of Pennsylva- 
nia, CRowgiL of Ohio, Warre of New York, and 
Hararson of Georgia, resumed their seats at the 
Clerk’s table, as tellers to count the vote. 

¿The roll was then called. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, when his name was 
called, rose and said, that some ten days ago by an 
arrangement with the. gentleman from Maryland, 


{Mr. Kerr,] not now in his seat, they had agreed | 


to pair off, that they might be absent for a short 
time. 
he would have returned on Saturday last. It was 
mutually agreed between them, that if either of 
them was unable to return, the other should not 
vote until this morning. He (Mr. H.) was there- 
fore released from the obligation he had made with 
that gentleman; and should vote for Mr. Forney. 
It was proper he should add, that the agreement 
was made for the mutual benefit and convenience 


of both parties, and not for the benefit or conve- | 


nience of the gentleman from Maryland alone. 


The téllers reported that 219 votes had been |: 


given; necessary to a choice 110; of which— 
Mr. John W. Forney received..........106 
Mr. Solomon Foot.. a. 104 


Mr. C. W. Philco. .ssonssesessesesses 4 
Mr. M. St. Clair Clarke.....s.eeeeseeee 3 
Mr. Benjamin B. French. sesssessess. 1 
Mr. S. L. Gouverneur. ....c eee ececevee l 
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The following is the vote in detail: 


For John W. Forney—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, | 


Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bocock, Booth, Bowdon, Bow- 
lin, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, 
Joseph Cable, George A. Caldwell, Cartter, Cleveland, How- 


ell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Danie! Dim- ! 


mick, Disney, Doty, Dunham, Edmundson, Ewing, Feath- 
ersion, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, 


Hackett, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, | 


Harmancon, Holmes, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, 
‘Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holtaday, Hubbard, 


Inge, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson; Jones, Kaut ; 


man, La Sére, Leffler, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, 
McClernand, McDonald, MeVowell, McLanahan, Robert 
M. McLane, McMullen, McQueen, MeWillie, Meade, Mil- 


ler, Morris, Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, Peastee, Peck, Paelps, | 


Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Sav- 
age, Sawtelle, Seddon, F. P. Stanton, R. H. Stanton, Stet- 
son, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James 
Thompson, William Thompson, Venable, Walden, Waido, 
W alaco, Wellborn, Whittlesey, Wood, Woodward, and 
young. 

For Solomon Foot—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Anderson, 
Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, 
Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. But- 
ler, E. C. Cabell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, 


Clingman, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Dickey, | 


Dixon, Duer, Duncan, A. Evans, Nathan Evans, Fuwler, 


Freedley, Gentry, Giddings, Goodenow; Gott, Gould, Grin- | 


nell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, 
Houston, Howe, Hunter, James L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel 
P. King, George G. King, James G. King, John A. King, 
Horace Mann, Marshall, Matteson, McGaughey, McKis- 


sock, Finis E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Mor- | 


ton, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Ouuaw, Owen, Phe- 
nix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rock- 
well, Root, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Schermer- 
horn, Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, 
Stanly, Alexander H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor 
John B. Thompson, Thurman, Toombs, ‘Tuck, Underhill, 
Vinton, Watkins, White, Williams, Wilson, and Winthrop, 

For Mr. St. Clair Clarke—Messis. Deberry, J. P. Cald- 
well, and Levin. 

For Mr. C. W. Phileo—Messrs. Durkee, Julian, P. King, 
and Wilmot. 

For Mr. B. B. French-——Mr. Bingham. 

For Mr. S. L. Gouverneur—Mr. Hilliard. 


No choice. 


. Mr. RICHARDSON moved that there be a call | 
of the House, and asked the yeas and nays on : 
that motion; which were ordered, and being taken, i 


were—yeas 67, nays 125, as follow: 


YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bayly, | 


Bingham, Bissell, Booth, Buel, J. Cable, Cartter, Cieveland, 


Colcock, Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, Doty, Dunham, Durkee, | 
Fitch, Fuller, Gilmore, Gorinan, Green, Hackett, Hamilton, | 
Hammond, Harlan, Harmanson, T. L. Harris, Hibbard, : 


Hoagland, Holladay, Holmes, Hubbard, Inge, Kautman, P. 
King, La Sére, Littlefield, McClernand, McLanahap. R. M, 
McLane, McQueen, McWillie, Meadc, Miller, Morris, 
Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Sed- 
don, Thad. Stevens, Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, 
William Thompson, Venable, Walden, Wallace, Wellborn, 
Whittlesey, Wood, Woodward, and Young—67. 
NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Auderson, André ws, 
Ashmun, Baker, Beale, Bennett, Bokee, Bowdon, Bowie, 
Bowlin, Boyd, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Albert G. Brown, 
Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butter, E. C, Cabell, 
George Á, Caldwell, Joseph P, Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, 
Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Clingman, W. R, W. Cobb, Cole, 
Conger, Corwin, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, 
Edmundson, A. Evans, N. Evans, Ewing, Featherston, 
Fowler, Freedley, Gentry, Gerry, Giddings, Goodenow, Got, 


It was the opinion of the gentleman that | 


Gould, Grinnell, Hall, Halloway, Hampton, Haralson, T. G: 
Harris, S. W. Harris, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hil- 
liard, Houston, Howe, Hunter, Andrew Johnson, James L. 
Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones; Julian, Kerr, Daniel 
`P. King, George G. King, James G..King, John A. King, 
Leffler, Levin; H. Mann, Job Mann, Marshall, Mason, Mat- 
teson, McDonald, McDowell, McGaughey, McKissock, F. 
E. McLean, McMullen, Meacham, Moore,Morehead, Morse, 
Morton, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, Olds, Orr, Otis, Oullaw, 
Owen, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Phanix, Pitman, 
Putnam, Reed, Reynoids, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, 
Sackett, Savage, Sawtelle, Schenck, Schermerhorn, School- 
craft, Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, F. 
P. Stanton, R. H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Tay- 
lor, Thomas, John B. Thompson, ‘Thurman, Tuck, Unger- 
hill, Vinton, Waldo, Watkins, White, Williams, Wilmot, 
Wilson, and Winthrop—125. 


_ Soa call of the House was refused. 


The roll was then again called for the twelfth 
time. The tellers reported that 220 votes had been 
given; necessary to a choice 111; of which 

Mr. Forney received... .eescereccese es l05 

Mr. Foot... cccceccsncceccsreseceece ees LIS 

Mr. M. St. Clair Clarke...eeessesssseee 5 

Mr. Phileo ss iveceetvaies accseeace A 

Mr: French .escsciedscesieieesstieneache oS 
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The following is the vote in detail: 


| 

l 

} , 
|j For John W, Forney—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, 
i| Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, 
|| Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, Joseph 
'| Cable, George A. Caldwell, Cartter, Cleveland, Howell Cobb, 
I| W. R. W. Cobb, Colcogk, Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, Doty, 
|i Dunham, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, 
|| Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hackett, Hall, Hamilton, 
Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, Harmanson, Isham G. Harris, 
Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, 
Holladay, Hubbard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. 
i| Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La Sére, Leffler, Littefield, Job 
|I| Mann, Mason, McClernand, McDonald, McDowell, MeLan- 
|| ahan, Robert M. McLane, McMullen, McQueen, Mec Willie, 
i| Meade, Miller, Morris, Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, 
| 

i 


Peck, Phelps, Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robin- 
| son, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, Richard H. Stanton, 
Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, 
|| James ‘Shompson, Wiliam Thompson, Venable, Walden, 
|| Waldo, Wallace, Wellborn, Whittlesey, Wood, Woodward, 
and Young. t 
For Solomon Foot—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Anderson, 
|i Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, 
Briggs Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, 
E. ©. Cabell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, 
Clingman, Cole, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Dickey, Dixon, 
Duer, Duncan, Alex. Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freed- 
ley, Gentry, Giddings, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, 
|| Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hous- 
| ton, Howe, Huuter, James L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P, 
King, George G, King, James G. King, John A. King, Horace 
Mann, Marshall, Maiteson, McGaughey, McKissock, Finis 
E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Morton, Nelson, 
Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Owen, Phenix, Pitman, Put- 
nam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, 
ij Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schooleraft, Shepperd, 
Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Alexander H. Bte- 
|| phens, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, John B. Thompson, 
| Thurman, Toombs, Tuck, Underhill, Vinton, Watkins, 
|| White, Wilson, and Winthrop, gp 
| For M. St. Clair Glarke—Mesers. Joseph P. Caldwell, De- 
|i berry, Hilliard, Holmes, and Levin. 
[|> For Calvin W. Phileo—Messrs. Durkee, Julian, Preston 
King, and Wilmot 
For Benjamin B. 
Root. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, before the annunciation of 
the last, vote, rose and stated that he had paired 
off with Mr. Sranron, of Tennessee, who had 
business before the Supreme Court of the United 
States. 

The roll was then called the thirteenth time. 
| The tellers reported that 220 votes had been given 

in; necessary to a choice 111; of which 
|) Mr. Forney received. esesasesssesose e104 
i] Mr. Footeccseececcccccseccresecseses LOB 
| Mr. Campbell...... 


French-—Messrs. Bingham, Booth, and 


a a 


| My. M. St. ClairClarke...... iner iiae 
i Mir. -Phileo ss eseisvesceoe'e dee cnatenviss Á 


‘| The following is the vote in detail : 
i, . For Mr. Forney—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
i! Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Becock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, A. 
|, G. Brown, W. J. Brown, Buel, Burt, J. Cable, G. A. Catd- 
well, Cartter, Cleveland, W. R.W. Cobb, Howell Cobb, Col- 
cock, Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, Doty, Dunham, Edmund- 
on, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, 
: Gorman, Green, Hackett, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Har- 
alsog, Harmanson, I. G. Harris. S. W. Harris, T. L. Harris, 
Hibbard, Hoagland, Holladay, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, A. 
Johnson, R. W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La Sére, Lefiler, 
; Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, McClernand, McDonald, Me- 
| Dowell, McLanahan, R. M. McLane, McMullen, McQueen, 
i] MeWillie, Meade, Miller, Morris, Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, 
it Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, 
:| Robinson, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, R. H. Stanton, 
.| Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, 
ii James Thompson, William Thompson, Venable, Walden, 
| Waldo, Wallace, Welborn, Whittlesey, Wood, Woodward, 
and Young. 
1 For Mr. Foot—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Anderson , An- 
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drews, Ashmun, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, 
Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, E. ©. 
Cabeli, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, -Clarke, Cling- 
man, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Dickey, 
Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, 
Fowler, Freedley, Geniry, Giddings, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, 
Grinnell, Halloway, Bampton, Hay, Haymord; Hebard; 
Henry, Houston, Howe, Hunter, James L. Johnson, Kerr, 
Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. King, John A. 
King, Horace Mann, Marshall, Matteson, McGaughey; Mc- 
Kissock, Finis E. MeLean, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, 
Morton, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Owen, Phenix, 
Pitman; Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, 


Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, : 
Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Alexander 
H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, John B. Thomp- 


son, Thurman, Toombs, Tuck, Underhill, Vinton, Watkins, 
White, Wilson, and Winthrop. 


Pe: Mr.-French—Messrs. Bingham, Booth, Harlan, and 
oot 


x For Mr. M, St. Clair Olarke—Messrs. Joseph P.-Cald- 
well, Deberry, Hilliard, Holmes, and Levin. 

For Mr, Phileo—Messrs. Durkee, Julian, Preston King , 
and Wilmot. i 

No choice: 


Mr. CABELL, of Florida, said he thought gen- 
tlemen would agree with him, that it was very 
tiresome sitting here day after day voting fruit- 
lessly for the election of a Clerk. Tr in order, he 
would move that the House should proceed to the 
election of a Sergeant-at-Arms. There was no 
reason, as he understood, why the House, under 
the order which it had adopted, should proceed 
with the election of a Clerk before it elected other 
officers. Probably, after a Sergeant-at-Arms and 
a Doorkeeper had been elected, the House would | 
be more successful in its efforts to elect a Clerk. 

The SPEAKER said that, under the resolution | 
of the House, it was necessary that a Clerk should | 
be first elected. The House could then proceed | 
to the election of other officers. 

Mr. CONRAD said that the terms of the reso- 
lution were ‘*a Clerk and other officers.”’ 

The SPEAKER said that, in his opinion, the 
order in which the elections must be proceeded | 
with, was that named in the resolution. i 

Mr. CONRAD inquired of the Speaker whether | 
the rules prescribed any particular mode of elec- ; 
tion? i 

The SPEAKER. The rule requires that the 
election shall take place viva voce. There is an ex- | 
press rule to that effect. 


Mr. CONRAD. Then I desire to submit a res- `| 


olution which I think will be in compliance with 
that rule. s 
The resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the present officers of the House, with the 
exception of the Sergeant-at-Arms, be retained in office, and 
that be appointed Sergeant-at-Arms. 


The resolution having been read— 
The SPEAKER said, he did not think that, un- 


der the order relating to the officers of the House, | 


the resolution of the gentleman from Louisiana 
{Mr. Conran] would-be in order. 

Mr. CONRAD said, the House would have to 
vote viva voce on the resolution. 


geant-at-Arms, and vote at once on the resolution. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, interposed | 
with an objection. 
Mr. CONRAD said, he would not move to sus- | 
pend the rules. But he thought that his resolution 
would be a literal compliance with the rule. It 


All that would} 
have to be done would be to fill the blank for Ser- ' 


came within the.rule. The first question- would 
be on-filling the blank. Let gentlemen: decide 
whose ame they would insert in place of the 
blank—Mr. Forney’s, Mr. Foot’s or anyother 
name, as the case might be—calling the yeas and 
nays on filling the blank. In that way a vote 
would be obtained vive voce; and‘ there would be 
no-outsiders for or against any particular candi- 
date. This, he supposed, would be voting viva 
voce. 

The SPEAKER. In the opinion of the Chair, 
the résolution is not in order. 

Mr. SCHENCK. [I think I shall appeal from 
that decision. : 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman appeals from 
the decision. The question will be, ‘Shall the 
decision of the Chair stand as the judgment of the 
House?” 

Mr. FOWLER requested the Speaker to state 
how the question stood. 

The SPEAKER stated the question. f 

Mr. SCHENCK. In connection with the res- ' 
olution, I move to fill the blank with the name of 
Solomon Foot; and on that motion I ask the yeas 
and nays. ; 

The SPEAKER. The question before the 
House ison the appeal taken by the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. Scnencx:] ‘Shall the decision 
of the Chair stand as the judgment of the House?” 

And the question was then taken, and decided 
in the affirmative without a division. 
| So the decision of the Chair was affirmed. 

Mr. BAKER rose and said, that he desired to 
ask the opinion of the Chair upon a point. which 
he probably had not clearly understood. He 
wished to move to rescind the order of the House 
| relating to the election of officers. To effect that 
| object, was it necessary that he should give one 
| day’s notice? and if so, how was the notice to be 
| given? 
| TheSPEAKER. The Chair‘is of opinion that 


|! a motion to rescind the resglution would not be in 


| order. 

| Mr. BAKER. In what way, then, if ever, are 
| we to stop voting? 

! ‘The SPEAKER said that he knew of no mode, 
i| short of the execution of the order of the House, 
|i unless the House should think proper to postpone 
i: further action on the order. 

$ Mr. BAKER. But, as neither a resolution to 
i| postpone nor to rescind is in order, how are we to 
accomplish either of these objects? 

The- Chair has not decided that a motion to 
postpone was not in order. 

Mr. BAKER then moved that the order of the 
House be’ postponed indefinitely. 
| The yeas and nays on that motion were asked 
i| and ordered. - 
|| Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, inquired if 
|! the motion was susceptible of amendment? 

The SPEAKER. It will be in order to move 
to postpone to a day certain; and that motion will 
take precetlence of the motion to postpone indefi- 
nitely. 

Mr. STEVENS. I intended to make such a 
motion. 1 move that the further consideration of | 
the order be postponed until Monday week. 

The SPEAKER. That motion takes prece- 


would be voting viva voce for the election of offi- 
cers. 

The SPEAKER said, he had exami 
with some care in reference to this point, and was 


$ 
not in order. | 
Mr. HILLIARD inquired of the SPEAKER | 
whether it would be in order to move that the 
present Clerk be retained in office? eee 
The SPEAKER. A motion or resolution of | 
that kind would, in the opinion of the Chair, be of : 
the some character as the resolution of the gentle- | 
man from Lousiana, [Mr. Conran,] and therefore 
notin order. d S , 
Mr. HILLIARD. Then the Chair decides that | 
such a motion would not be in order? | | 
The SPEAKER. The Chair so decides. i 
Mr. SCHENCK sent to the Crerr’s table the | 
following resolution, which was read forinforma- 
tion: : 
Resolved, That —~ be and he fs hereby elected Clerk of į 
this House for the present Congress. 


The SPEAKER said, that inthe opinion of the 
Chair the resolution was not in order. | 


Mr. SCHENCK suggested that th 


ined the rule || 


e resolution i 


dence. i ; 
Mr. RICHARDSON moved to lay the motions 

| on the table. . 

The SPEAKER said it was not in order to 


a : sake ‘| move to lay on the table a motion to postpone. 
of the opinion that a resolution of this kind was || 


The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr, Srevens, and decided in the negative without 
a division. = 

So the motion to postpone to Monday week was 
rejected. , 

And the question recurring on the motion to 
| postpone indefnitely— 

i. Mr. MEADE moved to amend it, so as to post- 
pone until to-morrow. 

And the question was taken and decided in the | 
negative without a division: | 

So the motion to postpone until to-morrow Was | 
rejected. . a] 

And the question again recurring on the motion | 
to postpone indefinitely— , 

Mr. STANLY was understood to inquire 
whether there would be any difficulty in taking 


now be postponed ? . 
The SPEAKER said, he could not decide that: 


| 
į up this business anew onanother day, if it should 
| 


i} question until it should be properly raised. The 


House would act upon‘its own judgment.in reli- 
tion to: the condition in which it might place itself. 
touching the election of its officers, if the motion 
for indefinite.postponement showld:be agreed to.: 
The question was then taken, and decided in 
the negative—yeas 64, nays.149—as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs.-Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Andrews, 
Ashmun, Baker, Bemett, Bokee, Briggs, Brooks; C. Butler, 
E. C. Cabell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Casey; Chandler, 
Clarke, Clingman, Conger, ‘Deberry,: Dickey, Dixon, Dune 
can, Freedley, Goodenow; Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway; 
Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Hilliard, Houston, J.D. 
Johnson; Kerr, D. P. King, G. G. King, J. G. King, Jonn A: 
King, Newell, Ogle, Outlaw, Pheenix, Pitman, Reynolds,’ 
Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Schermerhorn, Silvester; 
Sprague, Alexander H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, Tay- 


lor, John B. Thompson, Thurman, Toombs, Vinto: = 
kins, Wilson, and Winthrop—64. ‘ j Vinton, Yat : 
NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Allen, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
Bayly, Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Bocock, Booth, Bowdon, 
Bowie, Bowlin, Boyd, Breck, A. G. Brown, W. J. Brown, 
Buel, Burrows, Burt, T. B. Butler, J. Cable, G, A. Caldwell, 
Campbell, Cartter, Cleveland, W. R. W. Cobb, Coleock, 
Cole, Corwin, Crowell, Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, Doty, 
Dunham, Durkee, Edmundson, Alex. Evans, Nathan Evans, 
Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Fowler, Fuller, Gentry, Gerry, 
Giddings, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hackett, Hall, Hamil- 
ton, Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, Harmanson, Isham G. 
Harris, sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, 
Hoagland, Holladay, Holmes, Howard, Howe, Hubbard; 
Hunter, Inge, Andrew Johngon, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, 
Julian, Kaufman, Preston King, La Sére, Leffler, Levin, 
Littlefield, Horace Mann, Job Mann, Marshall, Mason, Mat#* 
teson, McClernand, McDonald, McDowell, McGarghey, 
McKissock, McLanahan, Robert M. McLane, Finis E. Me- 
Lean, McMullen, McQueen,: McWillie, Meade, Miller, 
Moore, Morehead, Morris, Morse, Morton, Nelson, Olda, 
Orr, Otis, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Potter, Powell, 
Putnam, Reed, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Root, Ross, | 
Savage, Sawtelle, Schenck, Schoolcraft, Seddon, Stanly, | 
Richard H. Stanton, Stetson, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob 
Thompson, James Thompson, William Thompson; Tuck, 
Underhill, Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Wellborn, 
White, Whittlesey, Wilmot, Wood, Woodward, and Young 


So the House decided that the execution of 
order should not be postponed indefinitely. 

The SPEAKER. The tellers will please re- 
sume their seats at the table, 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, said he 
wished to give notice (which he had reduced to 
writing) that he would to-morrow move to rescind 
the order. : 

The notice was read. 

Objection was made, 

So the notice was not received, 

Mr. KING, of Massachusétts, from the Com- 
mittee on Accounts, asked leave to report a resolu- 
tion. ; 

Objections were made. 

So the report was not received. i 

Mr. VENABLE moved that the House do now 
adjourn. ; 

he motion was rejected. i 

A message was here received from the Senate, 
notifying the House of the passage by that, body, 
of a resolution that two Chaplains, of different de- 
nominations, be elected to Congress during the 
present session—one by each House—who shall 
interchange weekly; also informing the House 
that the Senate had elected one on their part, the 
Rey. Dr. Burier, of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church. i f 

Also, a message notifying the House that the 
Senate had appointed Messrs. Pearce, Mason, 

and Davis of Mass., members, on the part of the 
Senate, of the Joint Committee on the Library. 

Also, that the Senate had appointed Messrs. 
Rusk and Bapcer, members, on the part of the 
Senate, of the Joint Committee on Enrolled Bills. 

The roll was then again called—being the four- 
teenth time. The tellers reported that 217 votes 
had been given in; necessary to a choice 109; of 
which— 

Mr. Forney received. aaae eee. eres t0103 

Mr. Footesceesseeceececesesrsseeen see D8 

Mr. Clarke... cseecsseeeeereeeeenenees, T 

Mr. French. ..sssssesersccersseecees 4 

Mr. Phileo...cseceesseeeeeeacserseces & 

Mr. Prindle...ossecesceseaneeereecesee T 
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the 


The following is the vote in detail: 
_ For John W. Forney—Messrs.. Albertson, Ashe, Averett; 
Bay, Bayly, Beal, Bissell, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, 
Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, Jos. Cable, 
George A. Caldwell, Cartter, Cleveland, Howell Cobb, 
W. R. W. Cobb; Colcock, Daniet, Dimmick, Disney, Doty, 
Dunham; Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, Fiteh,; Fuller, 
Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hackett, Hall, Hamilton, 
Hammond, Haralson, Isham G.. Harris, Sampson W. 
Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, Floagland, Holladay, 
Howard, Hubbard, Inge, Andrew Jotnson, Robert W, John- 
son, Jones, Kaufman, La Sere, Lefer, Littlefield JobMann, 
Mason, McClernand, MeDonald, MeDowell, McLanahan, 


oe 
` r 
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R.M. McLane, McMullen, MaQueen, McWillie, Meade, 
Miller, Morris, Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, 
Phelps,- Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, 
Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, Richard H. Stanton, Stet- 
son, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James 
Thompzon, William Thompson, Venable, Walden, Waldo, 
Wallace, Wellborn, Whittlesey, Wood, Woodward, and 
Yomg ‘ ; 

For Dlomon Foot—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Anderson, 
Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, 
Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butier, Thomas B, Butler, 
E. C: Cabell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Ciarke, 
Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Dickey, Dixon, 
Duer, Duncan, Alexander. Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, 
Freedley, Gentry, Goodenow, Gott, Gould; Grinnell, Halto- 
way,’ Hampton, Hay, Raymond; Hebard, Henry, Houston, 
Howe, Hunter, James ....Johnson, Kerr, Daniel .P. King, 
George G. King, James G. King, John A.: King, Horace 
Mann, Marshall, Matteson, McGaughey, McKissock, Finis 
E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, Morehead; Morton, Nelson, 
Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Owen, Phonix, Pitman, Put- 
nam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, 
Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Shepperd 
Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Thaddeus Stevens, 
Taylor, John’ B. Thompson, Thurman, Tuck, Underhill, 
Vinton, Watkins, White, Wilson, and Winthrop. 

For Mr: Clarke—Messrs. E. C. Cabell, J. P. Caldwell, 
Deberry, Hilliard, Holmes, A. R. Stephens, and Toombs. 
Re Mr. French—Messrs. Bingham, Booth, Harlan, and 

AOL, 

For Mr. Phileo—-Messrs. Durkee, Julian, Preston, King, 
and Wilmot. 

For Mr, Prindle~—Mr. Giddings. 


No choice. 
And then, on motion of Mr. STRONG, 
The House adjourned. ‘ 


PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions. were presented and re- 
ferred under the rule: 


By Mr. THOMAS: : The petition of Daniel Malyunbaugher, 
who served under Commodore Perry, on Lake Erie, for a 
pension.. Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of William Baker, of Giles county, Ten- 
nessee, for compensation (or carrying the United States mail. 
Referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the memorial of Henry D. Johnson, praying compen- 
gation for services on sundry naval courts martial. Referred 
to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. HUNTER: The petition for a mail route from 
Zanesville, in Muskingum county, to Woodfield, in Monroe 
county, Ohio. Referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Also, the petition of Joseph Cross, for a pension. Referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Aiso, the petition of Jeremiah Hess, for a pension. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, a resolution of the Legislature of the State of Ohio 
in relation to postage. Referred to the Committee of the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. RISLEY : The petition of Simon Brown and other 
citizens of Chautauque county, New York, praying Congress 
to grant an appropriation for the improvement of the harbor 
at the mouth of Cattaraugus Creek. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

By Mr. FITCH: The petition of Jeremiah Stillwell, of 
Elkhart county, Indiana, fora pension and land bounty for 
services under General Wayne in 1795. Referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. ROBINSON: The petition of William Baker and 
18 other citizens of Rush county, Indiana, against the * es- 
tablishment of religiou by the Government in the employ- 
ment of Chaplains either for Congress or in the army and 
navy.” The petitioners say: “ If the members of Congress 
are disposed to pray, or if they are inclined to hire men to 
pray for them, on their own responsibility, and at their own 
individual expense, we claim no right to object ; but when 
they ofticially, and in our name, and by the appropriation of 
our funds, make legal provision for the support of an army 
of chaplains, we are involved in the responsibility, and there- 
by aggrieved.” Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. MEADE: The petitions of the heirs of Edward 
Durant, John Betl’s administrator, Covington Simpkin’s ad- 
ministrator, and John M. Burt’s administrator, asking in- 
demnity for spoliations committed by the French previous to 
1802; which were referred to the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs. 

By Mr. PUTNAM: The petition of Anna Giffin, the widow 
of a revolutionary soldier, praying Congress to grant her a 
pension under the act of Congréss of July 4, 1836. 

Also, the petition of Alanson Pool, of the town of Murray, 
New York, praying for a pension on account of disabilities 
incurred in the service of the United States in the late war 
with Great Britain; also, for back pay and bounty tand. 

Also, the petition of Samuel Gilman, of Perry, New York, 
praying Congress to grant him a pension, or extend the pro- 
visions of the act of Congress of June 7, 1832, to the officers 
and soldiers who served in the war against the Indians pre- 
vious to the treaty of Greenville in 1795. 

Also, the petition of Mason G. Smith and 335 others, in- 
habitants of the counties of Wyoming and Livingston, New 
York, praying Congress to passa law placing the officers 
and soldiers who served in the Indian wars previous to the 
peace of 1795, on the pension roll with those who served in 
the revolutionary war, and also in support of the petition of 
Samuel Gilman. 

Ali which petitions were referred to the Committee o 
Revolutionary Claims. J 

By Mr. NELSON: The petition of Charles Stuart. Re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. OWEN: The petition of E. J. Costa, and 62 
others, praying for the establishment of a post route. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

‘By Mr. DOTY: A petitionsof 21 sea-faring men and 
others, foran appropriation for the improvement of the Har- 
bor of Sheboygan. Referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. : i 


Also, a petition of the owners, masters, &e., of steam- 
boats, propellers, aud: other. yèssels on the Jakes, praying 
for an‘appropriation for the improvement of the harbor at 
Manitoowec. Referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, a petition of several citizens af Marquette county, 
for a ‘mail route direet from Waushara to Marquette, Wis- 
consin. Referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 3 te b 

By Mr. BOKEE: The memorial of M. X. Harmony, in 
relation to his claim for losses sustained in the seizure of 
bis` property for the public servive, by order of Colonel 
Doniphan, during his:march of the United States forces on 
pt aa in the year 1846. Referred to the Committee of. 

Jaims. 5 

Also, the petition. of Eti Darling, praying for pecuniary 
aid, in consequence of the loss of fis eyes while in the ser- 
vice of the United States at the naval station of Brooklyn. 
Referred to the Committeee on Pensions. 

By Mr. CHANDLER: The memoria! of merchants and 
other citizens of Philadelphia, asking for the construction of 
a harbor at Reedy Island, on the Delaware. Referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of Charles W. Dunlap and others, ask- 
ing for the abolition of the spirit ration in national ships. 
Referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, the petition of the executors of the estate of Robert 
Smith, of Philadelphia, praying compensation for French 
spoliations prior to 1800. Referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 
` Also, the petition of James Vanuxem (deceased) asking 
remuneration tor French spoliations prior to 1800. Referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Also, the petition of the master warden, the pilots, ship- 
masters, and others, of Philadelphia, asking for the con- 
struction of a harbor on the east side of Reedy Island, in 
Delaware river, Referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas: The petition of Wm. 
Oliver and others fur a mail route from Ozark, in Franklin 
county, via Gaddis Miller’s in Franklin, and Wm. Oliver’s 
in Scott county, to Boonsville, in Scott county. Reterred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the petition of Lonis D. Marchand, for indemnity 
for French spoliations committed upon American commerce 
prior to 1800. Referred to the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs, 

Also, the petition of F. H. Dawson and 20 citizens of the 
counties of Scott and Franklin, fora post route from Ozark, 
in the county of Franklin, in Boonsville, in Scott county, 
State of Arkansas. 

Also, the petition of John H. Hawkins, and 125 citizens, 
for a post route from Grand Lake, Arkansas, via Hawkina’s 
Landing, to Bastrop, in the State of Louisiana. Referred 
to the Committee orf the Post Office and Post Roads. , 

By Mr. McLANE, of Maryland: Memorials praying in- 
demnity for Frencu spoliattons prior to 1800, from Eliza M. 
Kiddail, F. W. Bune, C. I. McKim, H. and A. Groveman, 
N. N. Robinson, and Anthony M. Norman. 

Also, a memorial from certain underwriters and mer- 
chants in the city of Baltimore, praying iucrease of salary 
to the U. S. Judge at Key West. 

By Mr. HARALSON : The petition of William E. Britain 
and 77 others, praying Congress to abolish the office of chap- 
lainey, and henceforth refrain from all Icgislation on reli- 
gious subjects. Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, January 9, 1850. 


Mr. SEWARD presented the memorial of Con- 
rad Faber and Leopold Bierwith, merchants of 
New York, asking to be relieved from bonds re- 
quired of them by Government under the act of 
20th April, 1828, in the case of the steamer United 
States, built by them for the German Empire. 

Circumstances stated in this petition, said the 
honorable gentleman, recall the fact that during 
the last year an agent of Central Germany, called 
the German Empire, under instruction from that 
Government, purchased, for the purpose of com- 
mencing the foundation of a navy, the steamer 
United States, and that Power being at war at that 
time with Denmark, the Government of the Uni- 
ted States interposed for the purpose of preventing 
the sailing of the steamer, and requiring that bonds 
should be executed to secure the compliance of the 
owners of the vessel with the neutrality laws of 
the United States. The memorialists executed 
these bonds in the sum of $1,200,000; the vessel 
was discharged and proceeded to Europe. The 
memorialists claim that the facts in the case show 
that the bonds ought to be discharged, and the 
Executive of the Government of the United States 
is understood to prefer that the subject be referred 
to the decision of Congress. I will move that, 
without reading, the petition be received and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SEWARD. I am also requested, Mr. 
President, to submit to the Senate certain papers 
relating to the establishment of a branch mint in 
the city of New York. These papers consist of a 
statement of the amount of bullion imported into 
the port of New York from California from June 
Ist, 1849, to December 31st of that year, together 
with a list of consignees. 

2diy. Custom-house return of the tonnage of 
vessels cleared at the port of New York during 
the year 1849 for San Francisco. 


3dly. Specie in the banks and subtreasury of 
thecity of New York during the years 1848 and 
1849. A 

4thiy. Imports of gold, &c., from California 
entered at the custom-house, New York, from 
October Ist,°1848, to September 30th, 1849. 

Sthly. Amount of gold bullion coined at the Uni- 
ted States Mint, Philadelphia, for Howland & As- 
pinwall, of New York, from August Ist, 1849, ‘to 
December 31st of that year. 7 f 

6thly. Specie imported by Brown, Brothers .& 
Co., of New York, during the years,1847, 1848, 
and 1849. 

Tthly. Statement of the number of vessels which 
cleared from the port of New York for California 
during the year 1849, 

I beg leave to ask that these papers be referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and that they be 
printed. 

The papers were referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and the motion to print was referred to 
the Committee on Printing. . 

Mr. GREENE presented the memorial of the 


| Warren Insurance Company of. Rhode Island and 


of citizens of the same State, asking indemnity for 
French spoliations prior to 1800; which was or- 
dered to lie on the table. 2 

Mr. HUNTER presented the petition of the 
heirs of Benjamin Nones, for French spoliations 
prior to 1800; which was ordered to lie on the ta- 
ble. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented the petition of 
Wendell & Van Benthuysen, late contractors for 
the public printing of Congress, claiming additional 
compensation; Which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Printing. 

Also, the memorial of sundry citizens of the 
United States, without respect to party considera- 
tions, asking that all further intercourse between 
the United States and the Austrian Empire may be 
suspended; which was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. : 
Mr. D. also presented the memorial of the Pan- 
ama Railroad Company, asking that the Secretar 
of the Navy may be authorized to contract with it 
for the transportation of army and navy supplies, 
including troops and mails. f 

That Company (said the honorable gentleman) 
proposes, as they have already surveyed the route, 
to construct a railroad across the Isthmus to Pan- 
ama. In their own language they say: 

“They will seek no compensation until itsball have been 
earned. On the contrary, they will on their partcommence 
their services, without payment, and will defer all claim for 
compensation until a large portion of the work shal! be 
completed. The fact is now but too notorious that the mail 
service on the Isthmus, for the want ofcommunication and 
the means of transportation customary in more populous re- | 
gions, is exposed to great disorder. They have collected on 
the Isthmus the large force of laborers and animals needed 
for their work, which they think will lessen, if not entirely 
remedy, the disorders alluded to. And in this view they 
distinctly propose, and offer, that if Congress, at its present 
session, shal! passa bill securing such a just and satisfactory 
rate of compensation for the necessary services they may 
hereafter render to the Government, as shall enable them to 
obtain subscriptions for the residue of their capital of five 
millions of dollars, they will within sixty days after its pas- 
sage organize on the Isthmus a force adequate to the prompt 
and regular transportation of the mails from ocean to ocean, 
and will perform that service gratuitously until they shall 
have finished the said road from the Chagres river to the 
Pacific.’? 

The memorial contains a vast amount of inform- 
ation valuable to the country and to the Senate, 
with reference to the ordinary purposes of legis- 
lation, and with reference to the settlement of our 
western territory. I move, for the purpose of 
bringing this subject before the Senate and getting 
this information, and with a view to carry out the 
wishes of the petitioners, that this memorial be 
referred to the Committee on Commerce and be 
printed. 

Mr. YULEE. I will inquire what connection 
the Committee on Commerce have with this me- 
morial? I understand it is to pay for transporting 
troops across the Isthmus of Panama. I do not 
see what connection the Committee on Commerce 
can have with the transportation of troops. 

Mr. DICKINSON. The same that it has with 
our other commercial intercourse, to give facilities 
to our commercial affairs. 

Mr. YULEE. This is, then, a subject of inter- 
nal improvement. : 

Mr. DICKINSON. I hope my friend will not 
be frightened by that name as ata ghost. 

Mr. SEWARD. litis rather external improve- 
ment. 


1850. 


Mr. DICKINSON. I have stated the object 
asked for in a voice that.could be-heard, I. think, 
and I believe the object must be understood. I 
think the Committee on Commerce is the proper 
committee. i 

Mr. YULEE. I suppose that if there were any 
stores to be transported, they would be military 
stores, or they might be'naval stores. In all prob- 
ability they would be military stores, and | move, 
therefore, to refer the memorial to the Committee 
on Military. Affairs. z 

Mr. DICKINSON. As“ we areat peace with 
all the world,” to say nothing of “the rest of 
mankind,” [laughter,] I would inquire what the 
Senator expects the Military Committee will have 
to do with it? ; 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question will 
be on the reference o the memorial to the Com- 
mitteee on Commerce. 

It was so referred, and the motion to print was 
referred to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of C. 
Learsmont, asking that the rates of postage may 
be reduced, and the franking privilege abolished; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. SMITA presented the memorial of Joseph 
Sims, and others, of the heirs of Moses Gaylord, 
and the memorial of Prudence Doane, widow of 
Nathaciel Doane, asking indémnity for French 
spoliations prior to 1800. 

In presenting these memorials the honorable 
gentleman said: } hold in my hand several peti- 
tions praying for an appropriation to indemnify 
our citizens for spoliations by the French anterior 
to the year 1800; and I propose, with the appro- 
bation of the Senate, to bring up the question of 
the reference of these petitions. I present to the 
Senate, also, the memorial of Charles H. Baker 
and others, the purport which I have indicated; 
and in conformity with an intimation made to the 
Senate by the honorable Senator from Alabama, 
I move the reference of these memorials to a select 
committee of five members. I will state for the in- 
formation of the Senate, what is known to all the 
members of the Senate who were members of the 
body during the Twenty-ninth Congress, thatthese 
memorials were referred to a select committee, 
which I conceive to be appropriate. And I desire 
further to say, that having been a member of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs in the House of Rep- 
resentatives during the T wenty-ninth Congress, the 
bill originated in the Senate at that time and passed 
the body, and was referred to the committee I have 
named, and. was by that committee put into my 
hand, and I had the honor to report it to the 
House. I had some agency in carrying it through 
that body, and it isa subject in which I take some 
interest; but I have no desire to obtrude myself 
upon the attention of the Senate upon this or any 
other subject. I have no particular desire to be a 
member of the committeé; but if I can do anything 
to facilitate the proper consideration of these 
claims, I shall be willing to be on the committee. 
I do not desire to be at the head of it, but would 
prefer having some gentleman older and more ex- 
perienced in the Senate, who would be more able 
to contribute toa full and proper investigation of 
the matter than it will be in my power to do. 

Mr. HUNTER. 1 hope these papers will not 
be referred to a select committee. The usual course 
is to refer such papers to the Committee on For- 
eign Relations, and I hope they will be sent to that 
committee. I believe it is a bad practice to com- 
mit claims to a select committee. {I see no good 
reason why we should depart from the usual 
course. 1 move that they be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is of the 
opinion that the motion of the Senator from Vir- 
ginia takes precedence. , 

Mr. KING. I only wish to say that these claimg 
for indemnity for spoliations have frequently been 
before this body; and I recollect that fifteen or 
twenty years ago they were referred to a select 
committee. I think that has been the general 
course. It presents the subject in the simplest 
form. These claims are of such a nature as to re- 
quire that they should undergo the examination of 
a committee particularly selected for that purpose 
and having no other business before them. 1 be- 
lieve that has been the usual course, and it is cer- 
tainly the course which | would prefer. . 

Mr. CALHOUN. The vety reason assigned 


tion of the committee except there be new mat- 


by the chairman of the Comofittee on Foreign Re- | 
lations-is, in my opinion, the reason why. they: 
should not go to a select committee. Similar me- 
morials have been often and elaborately’ reported 
upon, and no claim can be better understood. 
There can be no further inquiry for the considera- 


ter; and that is, from the long time that has 
elapsed, quite impossible. 1 hope it will not go to 
a select committee, unless very strong and good 
reasons are given for it. 

Mr. SMITH. I will call. the attention of the 


Senate to the Journal of the first session of the |} 


Twenty-ninth Congress. On pages 55 and 56 mem- 
bers will find the record of the action of the Senate 
on an occasion when there was a motion made, as 
in this case, for a reference to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, which failed; and then there 
was a motion for a reference to a select committee, 
which prevailed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There being two 
motions for reference, one to a standing and the 
other to a select committee, the question will be 
first on the reference to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

The question being taken on the reference to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, and a division 
being called for, there were—ayes 18, noes 25. 

So the motion was not agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question re- 
curs on the motion to refer to a select committee. 

The question being taken, it was agreed to; and 
the memorials were referred to a select committee. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. In what manner 
shall this committee be appointed? 

A Senaror. The general course is to appoint 
by ballot. ! 

Mr. BRADBURY. I move that the election of | 
the committee be made the special order of the | 
day for one o’clock to-morrow. 

The motion to postpone the election till to-mor- 
row was agreed to. : 

Mr. SMITH. I present two or three other 
memorials of a similar kind, which I ask to have 
referred to the same committee. 

They were referred accordingly. 

Mr. JONES presented a petition of citizens of, 
Iowa, asking the establishment of a mail route 
from Tom Corwin to Fort Atkinson; which was | 


printed, so that Senators front every. part of. the 
Union may aid the committee in:rezulating these. 
LES, o foe hae i Sai 


The bill was read a first and second time: 
title; and referred to. the “Committee onthe Jadi- 
clary. o O ETAR ; : 7 k: 
_ FARMING QUT OF OFFICES... o 
_ Mr. SEWARD... In parsuatice-of previous. no- 

tice, [ now ask leave to introduce. a biH- entitled 

“An act to prevent the sale and farming outof - 


|| offices.” I will barely state, in relation to’ this.bill, 


that it is taken from an English statute on the stb- 
| ject, and that, in the examination of it, I fourfd that 
it-appears to be entirely applicable in this country. 
I will ask the reference of the bill to the Judiciary 
| Committee, and that it may be printed; and Iwill 
send to the committee at the same time some pa- 
pers relating to a case of a sale of an office, that 
may give some information in regard to the true 
extent of this evil. 

The bill was read a first and second ‘time by its 
title, and, with additional documents rélating: to 
the same, referred to the Committee on the Judici- 
ary, and ordered to be printed. . 

Mr. DOWNS, in pursuance of notice, asked 
| and obtained leave to introduce ‘A bill to reduce 
and graduate the price of the public lands, and. for, 
other purposes,” ao 

Mr. D. also gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill for the relief of “William 
Darby. . : ; 4 

THE SPECIAL ORDER.’ . i 

The VICE. PRESIDENT announced ‘that the 
hour of one o’clock having arrived, the special or- 
der would be taken up. ‘ i 

Mr. DOUGLAS moved that the consideration 
of the special order be postponed for one hoar; 
which was agreed to. f 

ELECTION OF A CHAPLAIN. 

Mr. FOOTE. I move that we now proceed to 
‘the consideration of the resolution which I pre- 
sented a few days since, to provide for the election 
of Chaplains. 2 

The resolution was taken up and adopted. ` 

Mr. FOOTE. I move that we now go into the 
election of a Chaplain. i 

Mr. BADGER. I wish to inquire of the Sen- 
ator from Mississippi whether this is not a joint 


referred to the Committee on the Post Office and || resolution requiring the assent of the other House? 


Post Roads. 


Mr. J.also presented a petition from citizens of | 


Iowa, asking the establishment of a mail route 
from Tom Corwin to Lansing, in that State; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. e 

Mr. BENTON presented the petition of John 
Thomas, inventor of the floating dry-dock, asking 
compensation for the use of his invention by the 
United States; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. | 

Mr. BUTLER presented the memorial of the 
heirs of Thomas Fraser, asking indemnity for 
French spoliations prior to 1800; which was or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa, presented the petition of 
Edward Tracy and others, asking that the benefits 
of the act of 11th August, 1848, for the relief of 
John P. B. Gratiot and the legal representatives of 
Henry Gratiot, may be extended to the lessees of 
lead mines lying in the lands of the Ottawa and 
other tribes of Indians; which was referred to the 
Committee of Claims. 


Mr. D. also presented the petition of citizens of || 


Iowa, for the establishment of a mail route from | 
Eddyville to the seat of justice of Lucas county, | 
in that State; which was referred to the Committee | 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. i 


FEES IN CIRCUIT COURTS. 


Mr. BUTLER, in pursuance of notice, asked ; 
and obiained leave to introduce a bill to regulate 
the fees and costs to be allowed clerks, marshals, 
and attorneys in the Circuit and District Courts of | 
the United States, and for other purposes. 

This bill, said the honorable gentleman, is of ; 
great public importance, to which I desire to ask | 
the attention of Senators. It is a bill to regulate | 
the fees to be allowed to marshals, clerks, and at- | 
torneys in the Circuit and District Courts of the | 
United States, and for other purposes. The ex- 
tortions and abuses which induce the presentation | 
of the bill are beyond anything of which the Sen- 


Mr. FOOTE. I can assure the Senator that it 
does not. I have consulted all the precedents and | 
i! conversed with more experienced Senators on the 
|; subject, and Í can assure the Senator that there jis 
| no difficulty about it. En : 
| Mr. BORLAND. I wish the Senator: would 
withdraw the motion until reports have been’ re- 
ceived from committees... bas ergo 

Mr. FOOTE. I would accept the suggestion of 
| my friend but for a particular reason. lam per- 
emptorily compelled to be absent within ten min- 
utes, and I wish to be present on the occasion of 
the election of a Chaplain. f TE 

The motion to go into an election for Chaplain, 
was then agreed to. , Hari 

The Senate accordingly proceeded to ballot: On 
the first ballot the whole number of votes cast was 
fifty-eight; necessary to a choice thirty; of which 


ESUKE ATS ete 28 

Butler. .... 0... cee e eer eaee ...19 

i PERES sess. Ĝ 

1 Hatch. sser cecsesseteconeecece L 
Mr. Dewey... ses ceeceeeees eee | 
Mr. Nevin.. .cccccceeeeeseecseeoee È 


. Cushman. . 1 


. Parkman... 


58 
No person having received a majority of all the 
votes cast, there was no election: 
On the second ballot the whole.number of votes 
cast was fifty-eight; necessary to a choice thirty; 
of which number Be 
Rev. Mr. Slicer received.. essee ere ee 0 0126 


ate can conjecture. I ask that the bill may be 


Mie Butler. s oes ere sec ca eee epeei 24 
Mr. Retriey eo cece cc ceccecscercecee 
Mr Dewey. esessnereneeseresprre> 2 
Mr. Smith... 0... ee ese ete ese ee sae? 
Mr. Hatch.. senro cece thee cece oes 1 
58 
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_-There being na choice; the Senate proceeded to 
ballota third- time, with the following result: 


_ The whole number of votes cast was fifty-nine; j 


necessary to a choice thirty; of which number 

“Rev. Mr. Butler received. s.ro ees eee 28 
Mr. Slicerseessersassorseesse ees i20 
Mi Kerrie. ccc. eri essere 
Mro Dewey. see cervececcscsteceeee d 
Mr- Smith. oo... cces ee eceeeeee L 


59 
eeded 


There being stillno choice, the Senate proc 
to'the fourth ballot, when 
The whole number of votes cast was sixty; ne- 
` cesaary to a choice thirty-one; of which number. 
Rev. Mr. Butler received... ce seers ese ea 29 
Mri Slicer... cece cec eee tee e eee ee eed 
ze Mr: Nevit ss ccc cece eter eeeee l 
o Mr Bhith ccc. cece sce e een eeev eee Í 
60 
There being again no choice, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to ballot the fifth time, with the following 
result: 
The whole number of votes cast was sixty; ne- 
cessary ‘to a choice thirty-one; of which number 
Rev. Mr. Batler received ........++0 6066030 
Mr. Slicer .scccceeesssecvevceee ee 230 
60 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The result of the 
last ballot is that Mr. Butler received thirty votes, 
and Mr. Slicer thirty votes—a tie. The question 
then presents itself, whether the Chair has a right 
to vote.. The Constitution reads as follows: 


“Ihe Vice President shall be President of the Senate, 
but shal! have no vote except when the Senate are equally 
divided.” MSA 

Itis a question, therefore, whetherin this instance 
the Chair has a right to vote. 

Mr. CLAY. Certainly he has. ey 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Unless objection is 
made, the Chair will proceed to vote. : 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I wish to inquire of the Sen- 
ator from North Carolina, [Mr. Maneum,] merely 
because he has occupied the chair as presiding 
officer of this body, what has been the practice in 
cases of this character? 

Mr. MANGUM. 1 do not recollect within my 
experience the occurrence of an instance of this 
kind. Butan occasion of the kind did occur during 
the term of the predecessor of the present presiding 
officer, when he avowed his opinion that he was 
entitled to vote. He did not do so, however, be- 
cause the Senator from Georgia [Mr. Berrien] 
came in at the moment, and gave the casting vote. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will be 
governed in this matter by the opinion of the Senate. 

Mr. CALHOUN. Although 1 know no prece- 
dent exactly applicable to this case, I think the 
Vice President has the right to vote. 

Mr. CLAY. I think there can be no doubt 
about it. Itis the precise case for which the Con- 
stitution provides. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
then, unless some objection is offered, understand 


it to be the opinion of the Senate that he has a | 


right to vote. 

Mr. KING. - I suppose it is now to be decided 
whether this clause of the Constitution applies to 
elections that are required to take place in this 
body.. Heretofore it has been considered as ap- 
plying to legislative action alone, and never, in 
any case, so far as I know, to the election of offi- 
cers of any description in this body. Therefore, 
it is now to be decided whether the clause of the 
Constitution referred to, is to be extended in its 
operation to elections as well as legislative action; 
for I know of no rule whatever that has ever been 
adopted by the Senate on the subject. For my- 
self, I shall be satisfied with the decision of the 
question in any way that the Senate may think 
proper, l will only repeat that it is the first time 

have ever known the question to be made, and 
my mind not having been turned to the subject 
heretofore, I have supposed the clause: referred to 
legislative measures alone, and not. to elections. 

Mr. BERRIEN. I cannot conceive how it is 
possible by any action of the Senate to limit the 
expressions of the Constitution, which are in them- 
selves'so general as to comprehend every vote that 
may be taken in the Senate. 


i The Vice President shall be President of the Senate, 


| but shall have-no vote except when the Senate are equally 
divided.” > ag eee ates 

Now itis proposed, by-one construction which 
is offered, to limit the equal division to cases of 
| legislation; but the Constitution contemplated that 
the Senate should perform other duties besides 
those which-are merely legislative. There are ex- 
ecutive duties; and when the Senate is equally 
divided m.the discharge of their executive duties, 
the Vice President must give the casting vote. 

Mr. KING. Clearly the Vice President has no 
power to vote on executive nominations, because 
if the Senate is equally divided in regard to the 
propriety of their confirmation, they are rejected. 

Mr. BERRIEN. But if any resolation should 
be introduced referring to Executive business, and 
Í the Senate should be equally divided, undoubtedly 
the Vice President. would have aright to vote. 
| And suppose this question was now in this form: 
Resolved, that A B be appointed Chaplain to the 
Senate; and that upon that question the Senate was 
equally divided, most unquestionably the Vice 
President, in the exercise of his power, would give 
the casting vote. But it seems to me unwise to 
reason on this subject by attempted analogy, be- 
cause the language of the Constitution is too plain 
| to admit of a diverse construction. The 21st rule 
is but an affirmance of the provisions of the Con- 
stitution. It is: 


«When the Senate are equally divided, the Seeretary 
shall take the decision of the President.” 


Mr. CALHOUN. As the very experienced 
Senator behind me [Mr. Kine] is mistaken on the 
aubject of Executive nominations, I deem it my 
duty to say, that I, in several instances when I oc- 
cupied the chair, cast my vote on such nomina- 
tions. I did so in the very celebrated case of Mr. 
Van Buren, and in two or three others. 

Mr. KING. Iam aware of that; but the indi- 
viduals nominated must receive the votes of a ma- 
| jority of the Senate to be confirmed, and there can 
be no necessity, therefore, for the presiding officer 
to give his vote. There was no such necessity in 
the case of Mr. Van Buren, as he was rejected if 
he did not receive a majority of the votes. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. The Constitution con- 
templates in the organization of this body the elec- 
tion of officers—the Secretary of the Senate, the 
Sergeant-at-Arms, and other officers; and the Sen- 
ate cannot be said to be organized until these offi- 
cers are elected. Suppose an equal division in ref- 
erence to their choice, are we to stand still and 
postpone our organization until some one of the 
| Senators shall give way, or shall it be decided by 
| the presiding officer? ‘This view of the case seems 
| to me to settle this question, if it be analogous. 

: Mr. FOOTE. If the Senator will allow me, I 
will show that it is not analogous. ‘The honor- 
| able Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Unperwoop] 
j 
| 


| will at once perceive that the officers to which he 
referred are necessary to the organization of the 
Senate, but we have been without a Chaplain for 
| several days, and without offering any obstruction 
to our organization. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. - True; but I was putting 
the question as though we were not organized, and 
as though the division had then taken place. 

Mr. FOOTE. The Senator is putting the case 
of the election of officers whose election is neces- 
sary to the organization of the Senate. Is that 
analogous to the case of the election of an officer 
whose election is not necessary for such oganiza- 
tion? Clearly not; and therefore the two cases are 
;not analogous at all. I do not think, however, 
| that the analogy is necessary for the decision of 
the, question. a 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. [think not myself. I 
brought the case to show that in such an instance 
we .must remain unorganized, uniess the Vice 
President had the power to decide. By our Con- 
j| stitution the Senate must always consist of an even 


ii sonable proposition that the Vice President should 
decide in all cases of a tie. The framers of the 
! Constitution must have contemplated, from the 
very organization of the body—two from each 
State—that equal divisions must frequently occur. 
I think, therefore, there can be no doubt of the 
: right of the presiding officer to vote. 

| The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair feels no 
; desire to express an opinion either one way or the 
j other; nevertheless, if the duty is imposed upon 
| the Chair to vote, the Chair would feel guilty of a 


| dereliction of duty not to discharge it. And as it 


i 
f 
I 
p 
! 


seems to be the opinion of the Senate that the Chair 
has the right to vote on this occasion, unless some 
proposition is now made to the contrary, the Chair 
| will proceed to vote and declare’ the result. | The 
Chair waits to see if any such proposition is 
made. f 

“The Chair votes for Mr. Butler, who, having 
received a majority of the votes, is therefore 
‘elected. f 


~ PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion by Mr. CLEMENS, 

Ordered, That the petition of Charles F. Gunter, on the 
files of. the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 


On motion by Mr. MASON, 
- Ordered, That the petition of John B. White, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
On motion by Mr. WHITCOMB, 
Ordered, That the petition of Isaac P. Simonton, on the 


files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. KING, 

Ordered, That Hugh Wallace Wormsley have permission 


to withdraw from the files of the Senate the papers relating 
to his claim. i 


Mr. HUNTER asked leave to withdraw from 
the files the petition and papers of —— Arm- 
strong. 

Mr. UPHAM. I would like to inquire the rea- 
sons for the request to withdraw these papers. 

Mr. HUNTER. I know no reason except that 
the petitioner wishes to have possession of his 
papers. : 

Mr. UPHAM. I believe thatan adverse report 
has been made upon these papers. Itis not usual 
to permit. papers to be withdrawn where an ad- 
verse report has been made. When this is the 
case, the usual course is to presenta new petition, 
which must show or set forth some new evidence 
or some error in the previous petition. That being 
the case, I think the papers should not be with- 


drawn. 

Mr. HUNTER. Ido not know what the rule 
is upon the subject; but I know that the practice 
has been invariable heretofore to withdraw papers, 
and I have never heard objections before. 

Mr. PEARCE. The honorable Senator from 
Virginia is mistaken in saying that no objections 
have been offered to the withdrawal of papers. I 
have made objections myself, and I will oppose 
the withdrawing of papera where there is not a, 
good reason given. Papers have been withdrawn 
when evidence hostile to the claim has appeared 
subsequent to the presentation of the papers, show- 
ing that the claim is not such as should receive the 
sanction of the Senate, and they have come back 
here changed in their character in part, if not 
| wholly. There can be no reason for the with- 
drawing of papers lodged with the Senate in this 
case, unless it is such a reason as can be assigned; 
and [ think any person wishing the withdrawal of 
| papers should always furnish to the Senator who 
asks for the withdrawal the reasons on which such 
application is founded. Otherwise, it seems sus- 
picious, although there may be a consistent and 
honorable motive. The only safe way, how- 
ever, is to adhere to the general rule, and allow no 
papers to be withdrawn unless a good and satis- 
factory reason is given for it. 

Mr. HUNTER. I will repeat that I know no 
reason except that which I have stated, that the 
| petitioner desires to have his papers. 
| Mr. HALE. I will suggest that the Senator 

from Florida made a similar motion the other day, 
f and leave was not granted, and there have been 
‘ more than thirty cases of a similar kind. 

Mr. HUNTER. I will withdraw the motion 
until to-morrow, in order that I may ascertain 
what the rule is, and what the practice has been 


| in similar cases. 
! number, two from each State, and it is but a rea- |! 


HUNGARIAN REFUGEES. 
Mr. SEWARD offered the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the ennduct of Austria and of Russia in the 
war in which these Powers have subverted the nationality 
and the liberties of Hungary, has been marked by injustice, 
oppression, and barbarity, which justly deserve the condem- 
nation of mankind, while they commend the Hungarian peo- 
ple to the sympathies of other nations, and especially of 
repub:ican States; and that the Committee on the Public 
Lands be directed to inquire and report on the propriety of 
setting apart a portion of the public domain, to be granted, 
free of all charges, to the exiles of Hungary already arrived 
and hereafter to arrive in the United States, as well as to the 
exiles fleeing from oppression in other European countries, 


The resolution was laid over under the rule. 
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. VENTILATING THE SENATE. 
Mr. MANGUM submitted the following reso- 
lution, and it was adopted : f 

Resolved, That the Committee to Audit and Contro! the 
Contingent Expenses of the Senate is authorized to audit 
and pay to John Skirving his account for services during the 
fast session of Congress, in ventilating the Senate Chamber, 
not exceeding the pay of a messenger. 

FORTIFICATION GF DAUPHIN ISLAND. 

. Mr. KING. Task leave to sulfmit the follow- 
ing resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making an appro- 
priation for the erection ofa fortification on Dauphin Island, 
in the bay of Mobile. 

I presume there will be no objection to the adop- 
tion of this resolution, for it is simply one of in- 


quiry. -I will state that, in years gone by, that 


site was selected by Gen. Bernard, who made an | 
examination in reference to the erection of a forti- į 


fication. It was considered as a proper one for 
the protection of the city of Mobile and its harbor. 
Objections have been made that there was not a 
sufficient depth of water for the safe anchorage of 


time it has been ascertained, with a degree of cer- 


vessels of a large class in this bay; but since that | 
| 
| 


tainty, that the entrance to the bay of Mobile | 


affords facilities to vessels of the largest class. 
Frigates can enter there when they cannot enter any 
other port in the Gulf of Mexico, except in some 
peculiar state of the tides. Vessels, when they 


cannot get into the bay of Pensacola, can get in | 


here; and it is now well known that there is at all 
times a sufficient depth of water, and that a naval 
station can be had in the bay of Mobile more ac- 
cessible to larger vessels, and better suited for the 


repairs and building of ships, than any upon that | 


‘coast. My object is to call the attention of the 
Military Committee and the Senate of the United 
States to the necessity of making a proper means 
of defence in that harbor. Every Senator will 
see there is a necessity of having a safe harbor on 
this part of our coast, that vessels may not be 
obliged to go all the way to Philadelphia, New 
York, or Boston, for refuge from storms, for sup- 
plies of provisions, or for repairs; and this is the 
only point on the whole Gulf of Mexico where 
such refuge can be had or such repairs made. 
trust that the Committee on Miliary Affairs will 
take the subject under their consideration and re- 
port upon it as early as possible. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. All the remarks 
which have been made by the honorable Senator 
from Alabama in relation to the Mobile bar, are 
more just than they were believed to be some years 
ago. But I object to the comparison he has insti- 


tuted, and would remind him, if from inadvertence | 


he has overlooked the fact, thata still better harbor 
lies a short distance further west, and ina position 
atill better for the protection of our commerce in 
the Gulf of Mexico, and for repairing and provis- 
joning vessels cruising between the Caribbean sea 
and the West Indies. 1 refer to the harbor inside 
of Ship Island. The entrance is deeper, the an- 


chorage quite as good, and affording greater facility | 


for obtaining supplies and materials of construc- 
tion, which are brought down the Mississippi and 


Pearl rivers, and for obtaining ship timber from | 


the lands reserved by the United States. I there- 
fore move to amend the resolution by inserting the 
words ‘tor Ship Island.” Í 
Mr. KING. Ihad no expectation of entering 
into any discussion in presenting this resolution. 
i have only to say that, from all the information I 
have been able to collect, the honorable Senator is 
entirely mistaken when he supposes shipping, ly- 
ing behind Ship Island, will be equally secure as, 
in the Bay of Mobile. No harbor can afford more 
safety; better anchorage is not to be found at any 
point, either of the Atlantic or Pacific oceans. As 
to the depth of water, it has been decided by actual 
surveys. According to them, the advantages for 
protection of vessels entering that harbor, are de- 
cidedly in its favor, That is a matter which I 
will not discuss now. 1 only ask the honorable 
Senator whether he will defeat this measure, lin- 
ortant in itself to the protection of the city of 
Mobile, if we should ever be engaged in a war 
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with any foreign nation, simply because he thinks 
a fortification is required- in another place? Ifa 
harbor is required there, let there be one; if a for- 
tification is required there for protection, let there 
be one; but I would ask, what is to be protected? 
| For what purpose is this fortification required ? 


forests only too extensive, I fear, in Alabama, cov- 
ering a great extent of country, valuable only for 
its growth of pine. Is it to get oak timber? If so, 
our oak forests are certainly superior to any that 
can be found along the banks of the Mississippi 
river. But, in every point of view, I think the 
Bay of Mobile is the best; and I simply ask my 
friend from Mississippi, if he thinks that Ship 
Island ought to be fortified, to bring forward a res- 
{| olution on the subject, and to let it stand upon its 
own merits. 

Mr. DAVIS. The Senator has quite misunder- 
stood me. It is not opposition to the interests or 
carelessness about the safety of Mobile; for all 
that concerns that city I have, though not an 
equal, yet a great solicitude. But I do not sup- 
pose that fortifications looking to a navy-yard 
are necessary for the protection of Mobile har- 
bor. It will be recollected that a poor little sand 
fort, thrown up there during the last war, made 
a defence against the British shipping, and that 
Major Lawrence, with jess than a major’s com- 
| mand, held that fort until he blew up a ship of the 
line. [believe that my friend will find that sea-coast 
batteries, and forts of such a character, built as near 
the edge of the water as they can be, are the proper 
|| means to prevent ships from entering a harbor, and. 
|| not the massive fortifications of navy-yards. Navy- 
yards are to relieve ships crippled at sea. I 
|i do not believe that massive fortifications at Ship 
|i Island are more necessary as a means of protection 
than at Mobile, but that it is the best point for 
i! such constructions as are required for the relief and 
i| repair of the Gulfshipping. Ship Island stands out 
‘| from the main shore; and never was the honorable 
|| Senator more mistaken than when he supposed 
|i there is no commerce there to be protected. Why, 
ii sir, the whole commerce from Maine to Texas 
|| passes right by Ship Island, and all that enters 
|| the city of New Orleans or departs from it, ex- 


| of the very island of which I speak. The Senator 
| from Alabama is certainly very much mistaken in 
|! all the positions he has assumed. He assumes that 
i| there is not an equal depth of water at Ship Island, 
|| and he has shown the fact that the harbor of Mo- 

| 


| bile is deeper than the Spanish surveys made it 


veys upon which he relies for that information, 
made by the coast survey brigade, are the same 
upon which we rely for our information as to the 
depth of water at Ship Island. 

Then again he thinks the island is isolated and 
without shelter. It has islands on every side of 
it, and is sheltered by a point that runs out from 
the Mississippi, from the gales that blow most 
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| making it a bar to the motion of the Senator from 
Alabama. Nor am I prompted to this action by 
| his resolution, It is an old subject with me, and 


appropriation some yearsago, when in the House 
of Representatives. aa 

I have no objection, if the Senator wishes it, to 
| put the copulative conjunction “ and,” instead of 


| with the views of the Senator from Alabama; but 
| T do object to making, in national importance, a 
| measure which is neither new nor local, subordi- 
| 
\ 


| does not send vessels almost within a stone’s 
i throw of the anchorage of Ship Ísland. The 


| goes outin the shipping from New Orleans, through 
bama, runs immediately by that island, and in 
il time of storm or war, must depend on the pro- 
|| tection there given it. It would protect, if prop- 


Is it to secure pine timber? If so, we have pine. 


i cept by the Mississippi, is compelled to run inside | 


| sixty or seventy years ago; but the very sur- 


| fiercely from the Gulf. In presenting the matter | 

ilin this light, [ do not present it with any view of | 
i 
i 


one for which I in vain attempted to obtain an | 


the disjunctive conjunction “ or,” if that will meet | 


| nate to all other interests, which are inferior to it. | 
There is not a harbor on the Atlantic coast that | 


great commerce from the Mississippi valley, which. 


the lake, and the commerce, more especially of Ala-. 


New Sere 
erly fortified, the entrance through which’ New 
l Orleans, the great depét of thé Mississippi valley, 
was once attacked, and which, under like contin- 
gency, would probably again’ be the avenue of 
i| approach by an enemy. i spa 
Mr: FOOTE. I move the amendment suggest-. 
ed by my colleague, and for the reasons stated by 


hearty approbation. “I have some personal knowl- 
edge of the facts, and the-resolution would be 
i| much more efficient for the purpose for which it is 
|| framed by amending it with the conjunction “and,” 
sô as to include Ship Island, and thus give the 
committee a fair opportunity of examining the 
i whole matter. The States of Mississippi and 
Alabama were once united in-a single territory; 
their interests are very much the same still, and I 
wish them to have an equal chance in this matter. 

Mr. KING. Tam ata loss to understand the 
|| Senator from Mississippi. I have not the slightest 

objection to an inquiry into the propriety of erect- 
ing fortifications at Ship Island, or any other point. 
I propose to inquire into the’propriety of erecting 
fortifications at a particular point: Iam willing to 
inquire into the propriety of erecting fortifications 
on Ship Island, but I protest against any action 
excluding an examination of Dauphin Island. This 
is a question which my friend from South Caro- 
ling (Mr. Carnoun] understands better than any 
other Senator here. Whie he had charge of the 
i| War Department it was selected by General Ber- 
|| nard, one of our best engineers, as a suitable point; 
ii and the works were actually commenced, but, 
|| owing to some difficulties about the title to the 
li land, they were discontinued, and have not been 
resumed since. And the reason why they have 
not been resumed is, that it was supposed that the 
| water was not sufficient to admit large ships of 
i war. It is now ascertained that a sufficient depth 
|| does exist; and it is simply asked that the original 
i| design shall be carried out by an appropriation for 
ji fortifications. They may be of any description— 
j it may bea water battery, that will give such pro- 
i| tection to an anchorage ground as will. prevent hos- 
i! tile ships from entering the channel immediately 
under that island. I have not the slightest objec- 
tion to extend the examination to Ship Island also; 
i and if the Senator will offer an amendment so as 
to say ‘and also to inquire into the expediency of 
| erecting fortifications on Ship Island,” it will-re- 
ceive my vote, 

Mr. FOOTE. I would suggest. as an addition 
i| to my amendment the words “ or eitherof them,” 
|| after the words “and also Ship Island,” and for 
‘| this reason: the committee may determine that it 
| is expedient to make but one expenditure and not 
both, and I wish to give an equal chance to both. 
| Mr. DAVIS. I would merely stateto my col- 
i| league that this is a matter which would come up 
jp before jthe Committee of Ways and Means as a 

question of appropriation. That would be de- 
cided after the committee had reported in favor of 
either one or both. 

i Mr. FOOTE. I thought both subjects could by 
| my amendment be better brought before the com- 


i 
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{ 
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ji mittee; still [am willing to yield to my colleague. 


i Mr. DAVIS. Ihaveno objection to the amend- 
|i ment at all. : 

The amendment having been agreed to, thereso- 
lution was adopted as follows: ; 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making an appro- 
; priation for the erection of fortifications on Dauphin Island, 

in the bay of Mobile, and also Ship. istand, or either of them. 
i DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH .AUSTRIA. 
| The hour having arrived to which the special 
d+ $ 

Mr. BUTLER called for its consideration. 

Mr, DOWNS. When E made the motion to 
adjourn last evening, it was not with a view of ad- 
dressing the Senate on this question, I therefore 
waive any-claim [ may have to the floor. 

Mr. RUSK. { move that the Senate now pro- 
ceed to the consideration of Executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and, after some 
| time spent with closed doors, 

il ‘The Senate adjourned. 


him. The views announced by him have my ' 


ps 


“ 


130, > 


sant 


kA 


m 


kd 


+ 


Jan. 10, 


HOUSE°OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, January 10, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr. RICHARDSON rose and said, that he had 
agreed to. pair off with Mr. Tuomrson of Ken- 
tucky;:when his (Mr. R.’s) name was called, he 
should therefore decline to vote. : 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, moved that-there 
be a call of the House; and. on-that motion he 

. asked the yeas and nays; which wete ordered, and 
being taken, were—yeas 99,nays 91. 

So.a call.of the House was ordered. 

The SPEAKER. -The Clerk. will call the roll. 

Mr. BINGHAM rose.and said: I desire to state 
that, in nominating Mr. French as-a candidate for 
the Clerkship of this House, I acted without any 
communication .with that gentleman, without his 
knowledge, and entirely on my own responsi- 
bility. ae 

`o The Crerr was then about to call the roll, 
when— ' 

Mr. JONES moved that the proceedings on the 
call be dispensed with. There was no Sergeant- 

’ at-arms, he said, to send after the absent members; 
the gentleman who held over in that office also 
holding an office at the other end of the Avenue. 
Mr. STEPHENS was understood to say, he 
hoped proceedings on the call would not be sus- 
pended untilit had been ascertained what members 
were absent. 
The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Jowes, and it was decided in the negative 
without a division. 
So the House decided that proceedings on the 
call should not be dispensed with. 
_ The roll was then called, and. the Speaker an- 

nounced that 214 members had answered to their 
names. / 

„Mr. STEPHENS said, that as the main object 
which he had in view, in moving a call of the 
House, had been accomplished, he would move 
ine all further proceedings on the call be dispensed 
with, f 

Mr. SCHENCK. asked the yeas and nays on 
that motion; which were ordered, and being taken, 
were—yeas 133, nays TH . , 

So further proceedings on the call were dis- 
pensed with. 

Before the vote was-announced— 

Mr. BISSELL rose and asked leave to record 
his vote. He had (hË said) been called out of the 
House on business’ for a few moments, and there- 
fore was not within the bar when his name was 
called. 

Objections having been made, Mr. B. did not 
vote. 


ENGRAVING. 


Mr. HAMMOND, from the Committee on En- 
graving, (which committee has power to report at 
all times,) reported the following resolution, which 
was read} 


Resolved, That the Committee on Engraving be directed 
to contract for the engraving of four maps aecompanying 
Foster and Whitney’s Geological Report; 

Six maps accompanying C. T. Jackson’s Geological Re- 
port; 

Two drawings accompanying J. W. Foster’s Geological 
Report; 

Ten maps accompanying the linear survey of the North- 
ern Peninsula of Michigan ; i 

‘Ten views accompanying the Geological Report of David 
Dale Owen; 

‘Ten maps accompanying the Report of the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office; 

Eleven drawings accompanying the Report of the Colonel 
of Ordnance ; 

One map accompanying the Report of the Topographical 
Engineer--to accompany the usual and extra copies of the 
President’s Message, ordered to be printed by the ITouse. 


The resolution having been read— 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said he 
should feel constrained to object until an estimate 
had been made of the cost. : 

Mr. HAMMOND was willing (he said) thatthe 
report should lie.on the table for the present. 


‘And, after a few words on a point of order, it p 


was ordered accordingly. 


OFFICERS OF THE HOUSE. 

The SPEAKER said the gentlemen appointed 
as tellers would resume their seats at the Clerk’s 
table. f í 

‘Mr. WHITE, on his own motion, was excused 
from further: service as a teller. 

Mr. CONGER was appointed in his stead. 

Messrs. Tuompson of Pennsylvania, CROWELL 


of Ohio, Haratson of Georgia, and Conerr of 
New York, took ‘their seats at the Clerk’s table as 
tellers to count the votes. a . 
The roll was called: the fifteenth time. The tel- 
lers reported that 215 votes had.been given in; 
necessary tòa choice 108; of which x 
Mr. J. W. Forney received. . <- --+-102 
‘Mr. S. Foote sece $ oo +.103 


Mr. C. W. Phileo. .... cenir es TA 
Mr. M. St. Clair Clarke... ss oerese ieee 3 
Mr. B. B. French.. sosesc eseseretes 3 


; 215 
The following is the vote in detail: : 
For Mr. Forney--Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bocock, Bowdon,. Bowlin, Boyd, 
Albert J. Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, Joseph 
Cable, George A, Caklwell, Carter, Cleveland; Howell Cobb, 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, Coleock, Dimmick, Disney, Doty, 
Dunham, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Puller, 
Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hackett, Hall, Hamil- 
ton, Hammond, Haralsou, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. 
Hanis, T. L. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holliday, Howard, 
Hubbard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, 
Jones, Kanfman, La Sere, Lefer, Litvefield, Job Maun, 
Mason, McClernand, McDonald, McDowell, R. M. McLane, 
McLanahan, McMullen, McQueen, MeWillie, Meade, Mil- 


Potter, Powell, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, 
Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H, Stanton, Stetson, 
Strong, Sweetser, Jacob Thompson, Jas. Thompson, Wil- 
liam. Thompson, Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Well- 
born, Whittlesey, Wood, Woodward, and Young. 

For Mr. Foot—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Anderson, An- 
drews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennet, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, 
Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, ©. Butler, 'T. B. Butler, B.C. Ca- 
bell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Clark, Clingman, 
Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Dickey, Dixon, 
Duer,Dancan, A.Evans, N.Evans, Fowler, Freediey,Gentry, 
Giddings, Goodcnow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, 
Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Houston, Howe, 
Hunter, James L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P, King, George G., 
King, James G; King, John A. King, Horace Mann, Mar- 
shall, Matteson, MeGaughey, McKissoek, P. FE. Mehean, 


Otis, Outlaw, Owen, Phoenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Rey- 
nolds, Risley, Rockwell, Root, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, 
Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schooleraft, Shepperd, Silvester, 
Spalding, Sprague, A. H. Stephens, T. Stevens, Taylor, 
Thurman, Toombs, Tuck, Underhill, Vinton, Watkins, 
White, Wiliams, Wilson, and Winthrop. 

For Mr. Freneh—Messrs. Bingham, Booth, and Harlan. 
alae Mr: Clarke~Messrs. J. P. Caldwell, Deberry, and 

illiar 

For Mr. Phileo—Messrs. Darkee, Julian, P. King, and 
Wilmot. 

No choice. 

Mr. HARALSON, on his own motion, was 
excused from further service as a teller, 

Mr. Jongs, of Tennessee, was appointed in his 
stead. 

WITHDRAWAL OF MR. FOOT. : 

Mr. SCHENCK rose and said, that he had the 
other day presented the name of Solomon Foot, 
of Vermont, as a candidate for the Clerkship. He 


without the consent of Mr. Foot, (who was ac- 
cidentally in the city on other business,) but in 
opposition to the request of that gentleman that he 
(Mr. 8.) would not do so. That gentleman was 
not, and never had been, in any way a candidate 


ever, as did many other friends who had served 
with Mr. Foot in this House, and who knew his 
high personal character, that he possessed such 
undoubted qualifications as would commend him 
to all who knew him, or who were willing to be in- 
formed of his capacity for the discharge of the 
duties of the office. He (Mr. S.) had supposed, 
too, that a sufficient number of votes might proba- 
bly be united on this gentleman to constitute a ma- 
jority, and that thus the House might be relieved 
from the difficulty in which it was involved. He 
was satisfied, however, that this could not be done. 
He had hoped and believed, if it had been done, 
that Mr. Foot might have been induced to serve, 
| although he had declined. Satisfied that the re- 
sult contemplated by him (Mr. S.) could not be 


$ 


Mr. Foot, and the course commending itself to 


| of that gentleman. 
So the name of Mr. Foot was withdrawn. 
NOMINATIONS. 


name of Mr. Foot he (Mr. K.) desired to pre- 


York—a gentleman who, to his(Mr. K.’s) own 
knowledge, was well calculated, by his qualifica- 
tions and experience, to discharge. the duties of the 
office, 


ler, Mortis, Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, | 


Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Morton, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, | 


(Mr. S.) desired to say, that he did so not only | 


on his own account. He (Mr. 8.) believed, how- | 


f under the circumstances of the withdrawal of the | 


sent the name of Philander B; Prindle, of New | 


1 


attained, he would now, at the earnest request of 


| 
| 
| 
| 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


i 


|| Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schooteraft, Silvester, 


his (Mr. S.’s) own judgment, withdraw the name | 


Mr. KING; of New Jersey, rose and said, that |! 


“Mr. PITMAN rose, and nominated George B- 
Fisher, of Delaware: z 
RE-NOMINATION OF MR. CAMPBELL. 
My. WILLIAMS rose, and re-nominated Thomas 
Jefferson Campbell, Clerk of the late House of 
Representatives. > : Sad f 
The roll was then again: called—being the- six- 
teenth time. The tellers reported that.216 votes 
had been given in; necessary to a choice, 209; of 


which 


Mr. Forney received... 
Mr, Prindle 
Mr: Campbell. cece ce ceccce ce cececree ee 032, 
Mr, French... cece cece secre rec en cece ee RE 
‘Mr. Fisher... 
Mr. Phileds...srevecssreceerssscreenees A 
Mr. Foot reniei riramo ea oynasa 
Mr. John Smith... ccc ec eceerecccccercee E 
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The following is the vote in.detaif:: ; 


For John W. Forney—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, 
Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Rocock, Booth; Bowdon, Bowling 
Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Buel, Burt, Joseph Cable, George 
A. Caldwell, Cleveland, W. R; W. Cobb, Rowell Cobb, Cot- 
cock, Bimmick, Disney, Doty, Banham, Edmundson, Bw- 
ing, Featherston, Pitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, 
Green, Hackett, Hall, Hamilton, Haanmond, Haralson, I. € 
Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L, Harris, Hibbard, 
Hoagland, Holliday, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, Andrew 
Johnson, R. W. Jobnson, Jones, Kaufman, La Sère, Lit- 
defield, Job Mann, Mason, MeVlernand, McDoweil, Me- 
Lanahan, R. M. McLane, McMullen, McQueen, MeWillie, 
Meade, Miller, Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, 
Phelps, Potter, Powell, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, : Savage, 
Sawtelle, Seddou, F. P. Stanton, R, H. Stanton, Stetson, 
Strong, Sweetser, Thomas,Jgcob Thompson, James Thomp~ 
son, Wiliam Thompson, Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wal- - 
lace, Wellborn, Woodward, and Young. ` g 

For Mr. P. B. Prindle—Messrs. Alexander, Andrew y 
Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Briggs,: Brooks, Burrows, Cheste, 
Butter, Thomas B. Butler, Calvin, Chandler, Clark, Cole 
Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncaur 
Nathan Evans, Fowler, Giddings, Gott, Gont, Grinnelf, 
Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Hunter, George G. King, James 
G. King, Jolin A. King, Horace Mann, Matteson, McGaugh- 
ey, Me Kissock, Meacham, Nelson, Newell, Phenix, Pa - 
nam, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwetl, Rose, Beye Sacke , 

palding,~ 
Sprague, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, Thurman, Tuck, Un 
derbill, Vinton, White, and Wilson. è 

For T. J. Campvell—Messra. Alston, Anderson, Ashmuny 
Bowie; Breck, B. C. Cabell, J. P, Caldwell, Clingman, Con- 
rad, Deberry, Freedey, Gentry, Haymond, Henry, Hilliard, 
Howe, James L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, Masehall, 
F. E. McLean, Morehead, Morton, Otis, Outlaw, Owen, 
Shepperd, Alexander H. Stephens, Toombs, Watkins, il~ 
liams, and Winthrop. f 

For Mr. Foot—Messrs. Allen and Hebard. 

For Mr. French—-Messrs, Bingham, W. J. Brown, Camp- 
bell, Carter, Harlan, Lether, McDonald, Morris, Root, Whit- 
tlesey, and Wood. 4 

For Mr. Phileo—-Messrs. Durkee, Julian, Presten King, 
and Wilmot. 

For Mr. Fisher—Messrs. Goodenow, Houston, Moore, 
Pitman, Reed, Casey, and A. Evans. 

For Mr. John Smith—Mr. Ogle. 


No choice. : 
Mr. BAKER moved that further action on the 


| order of the House, in relation to the election of a 


Clerk and other officers, be indefinitely post- 
poned. f 

Mr. HOLMES moved that that motion be laid 
on the table. i 

The SPEAKER said that a motion to lay on 
the table a motion to postpone was not in order. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, rose to a 
point of order. A motion to rescind the order of 
the House-had been decided out of order, A mo- 


{tion to postpone indefinitely was in effect a re- 


cision. Now, he submitted that the House could 
not do indirectly that which it could not da di» 
rectly. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has decided that 
a motion to postpone to a day certain, or a motion 
to postpone indefinitely, is in order; and the Chair 
has so ruled. 

Mr. HOLMES. Is the question debatable ? 

The SPEAKER. It is not debatable. 

Mr. THOMPSON, I believe I shall take an 
appeal from the decision of the Chair. 

The SPEAKER stated the point of order, and 
his decision thereon, The question before the. 
House (he added) was, Shall the decision of the 
Chair stand as the judgment of the House? 

And the question having been taken and decided 
in the affirmative— ` 

The decision of the Chair was affirmed. 

The question then recurring on the motion of 
Mr. BAKER, to postpone indefinitely the further 
execution of the order of the House concerning the 


„election of officers— 


1850. 
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Mr. KAUFMAN moved to ameng it by striking 
out the words “ indefinite. postponement,” and in- 
serting the words “ until the next ote,” so that the 
motion should read “ that the further execntion of 
the order be postponed until. the next vote.” ` 

The SPEAKER said that under the rules.of the 
House two motions to postpone. were: in-order— 
a moton to postpone toa day certain, and a mo- 
tion to postpone indefinitely. In the opinionof the 
Chair the motion of the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. Kavrman] was not in order. The question 
was on-the motion to postponé indefinitely. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, moved to 
amend the motion so’as to postpone the execution 
of the order to Saturday next. 

Mr. BAKER said he would accept the amend- 
ment as a modification of his own motion. 

The SPEAKER said that the gentleman might 
accept, by withdrawing his own motion, and sub- 
stituting for it a motion to postpone to a day cer- 
tain; which latter motion would take precedence 
of a motion to postpone indefinitely. 

Mr. KAUFMAN inquired whether his amend- 
meut was in order? 

The SPEAKER said, in the opinion of the 
Chair, the amendment of the gentleman from Tex- 
as, [Mr. Kaurman,] for the reasons already stated, 
wags not in order. ` 

Mr. HOLMES moved to amend the amendment 
of Mr. Burner, by striking out ‘ Saturday,” and 
inserting “Friday,” [i. e. to-morrow.] | 

The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. BorLeER,] takes prece- 
dence. Thegentleman from South Carolina [Mr. | 
Hormes] can make his motion after the other has 
been decided.. 


The question was then taken on the motion of | 


Mr. Burer, and decided in the negative, without 
a division. 

So the House refused to postpone the further 
execution of the order to Saturday next. 


‘ Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, then moved | 


to postpone to Saturday week. 

The question was taken, and decided in the neg- 
ative, without a division. 

So the House refused to postpone further action 
on the execution of the order until Saturday week. 

The SPEAKER. The tellers will resume their 
Seals. 

Mr. MORSE moved that the House adjourn. 

The motion was rejected. 


Mr. ‘THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, on his | 
own motion, was excused from further service as ; 


a teller, to count the votes. 

Mr. BOWLIN was appointed in his stead. 

Mr, CROWELL, on his own motion, was ex- 
cused from further service as a teller. 

Mr. EVANS, of Ohio, was appointed in his 
stead. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, rose, and sub- 
mitted to the Speaker, as a question of order, 
whether the report of the Committee on Rules 
which had been made the special order for this day 
did not take precedence over other business? 

The SPEAKER. In the opinion of the Chair, 
it does not take precedence. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I move that the further ex- 
ecution of the order be postponed, and that the 
House proceed to the consideration of the special 
order of ‘the day, (the report of the Committee on 
Rules.) . . 

The question, was taken, and decided in the 
negative, without a division. 

So the House refused to postpone. 

Mr.j;BAKER now rose to inquire whether any 
vote had been taken on his motion for indefinite i 
postponement. - oe 

The SPEAKER said he understood the gentle- 
man to have withdrawn that motion. No vote 
had, consequently, been taken upon it. 

Mr. BAKER said he would beg leave to re- 


mark that the motion of the gentleman from Penn- |i 


sylvania [Mr. Burier] was an independent mo- 
tion. He (Mr. Baxer) had inquired of the 
Speaxer whether he could accept the mation, and 
had understood the Chair to say not, because it 
was an independent motion. . . 

The SPEAKER said, there was no difficulty in 
the case. If the gentleman did not withdraw the 
motion, the question could now be taken upon it; 
or the gentleman could renew the motion. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 


Mr. Baxer, and decided in the negative, without.a | 


divisions 


So the House decided that further action on the 


order relating to the election of officers should not 


be postponed indefinitely. 
The roll was then called the seventeenth time. 
The tellers reported that 218 votes had been given; 
necessary to.a choice 110; of which 
Mr. Forney received... 1-0. cceceeecees O83 
Mr. Brindle 
Mr. Campbell 
Mr. French.........0.6 


~ 218 


The following is the vote in detail, viz: 

For Mr. Forney—Messts. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bocock, Booth, Bowdon, Bowlin, 
Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Buel, Burt, George A. Caldwell, 


Cleveland, Howell Cobb, W. R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Dime- 


mick, Disney, Doty, Dunham, Edmundson, Swing, Feath- 
erston, Fitch, Faller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, 
Hackett, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Haratson, Isham G. 
Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, 
Hoagland, Holliday, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, Andrew John- 
son, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La Sére, Litue- 
ficll, Job Mann, Mason, McClernand, McDowell, McLana- 
han, Robert M. MeLane, McMullen, McQueen, Me Willie, 
Meade, Miller, Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Phelps, 
Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Sav- 
age, Sawtelle, Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. 
Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thomp- 
son, James Thompson, William Thompson, Venable, Wal- 
den, Waldo, Wallace, Wellborn, Woodward, and Young, 
For Mr. Prindle—Messrs. Alexander, Andrews, Ashman, 
Bennett, Bokee, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas 
B. Butler, Chandler, Clark, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, 
Crowell, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Fowler, Freedley, 


| Giddings, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, 


Hampton, Hay, Hunter, D. P. King, G. G. King, J. G. King, 
J. A. King, Horace Mann, Matteson, McKissock, Meacham, 
Nelson, Newell, Phoenix, Putnam, Reynolds, Risley, Rose, 
Ramsey, Sackett, Schenck, Scherrmerhorn, Schooleratt, 
Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, 
John B. Thompson, “Thurman, Underhill, Vinton, White, 
and Winthrop. 

For Mr. Campbell—Messrs. Alston, Anderson, Baker, 
Bowie, Breck, Briggs, E. G. Cabell, J. P. Caldwell, Deberry, 
N. Evans, Gentry, Haymond, Henry, Hilliard, Howe, J. L. 
Johnson, Kerr, Marshall, Morehead, Morton, Otis, Outlaw, 
owen; Shepperd, A. H. Stephens, Toombs, Watkins, and 

Wiiliams. 

For Mr. French—Messrs. Bingham, W. J. Brown, J. 
Cable, Campbell, Carter, Crowell, Gorman, Harlan, Julian, 
Leffler, McDonald, McGaughey, Morris, Root, Tuck, Whit- 
tlesey, Wilson, and Wood. 

For Mr. Phileo—Messrs. Durkee, P. King, and Wilmot. 

For Mr. Fisher—Messrs. Calvin, Houston, Ogle, Pitman, 
Rockwell, Moore, Casey, Reed, aud N. Evans. 

Por Mr. Foot—Messrs. Alien and ‘Hebard. 

For Mr. Gouverneur—Mr. Holmes. 


No choice. 
Mr. RICHARDSON moved that the House ad- 


| journ. 


Mr. MASON asked Mr. R. to withdraw the 
motion, to allow him (Mr. M.) to offer (he said) 
a proposition of compromise. 

Mr. RICHARDSON withdrew the motion. 

Mr. MASON sent his resolution to the Clerk’s 
table, remarking, that he moved the previous ques- 
tion, and asked the yeas and nays. [Laughter.] 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ken- 
tacky [Mr. Mason] asks the unanimous consent 
of the House to introduce a resolution. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That by way of compromise, Jons W, Forney 
be, and he is hereby, declared to be Clerk of the House of 
Representatives for this Congress. 

The resolution was greeted with 
both sides of the House. 

Objections were made. 

So the resolution was not received. 

Mr. WILLIAMS renewed the motion that the 
House do now adjourn. 

Mr. BOYD asked the yeas and nays, which 
were refused. . 

And the question having been taken, and decided 
in the affirmative, the House adjourned. 


laughter from 


On the 7th instant Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennes- 
see, gave notice that he would ask leave to intro- 
duce “ A bill to provide a ‘Homestead’ of one hun- 
dred and sixty stres of the public domain for 
every man who is the head of a family and a citi- 
zen of the United States, or any widow who is the 
mother of a minor child or children, provided they 
become permanent occupants and culuvators of the 
soil.” 

‘The following notices for leave to introduce bills 
were handed in to-day, viz: 


By Mr. BOWLIN; A bill relinquishing to the: 


City of St. Louis Quarantine Island, and all-vacant 
unoccupied lands within -her corporate limits. 
By Mr. ASHE: A bill to facilitate the recovery 
of fugitive slaves. edi at eS 
By. Mr. BOWIE: A bill entitled. “An. act to 
renew and continue in force the charter.of. the Po- 
tomac Insurance Company of Georgetown.”’ 


_ PETITIONS, &c, i 
The following petitions were presented -under ~ 
the rule, and referred : : : 


By Mr. HOWE: The petition of Blias Skul and. 74 
other citizens of Crawford county, Pa., asking for the es- 
tablishment of a post route from Sugartown to Conegut- 
ville, in said county. Referred to the Committee on. th 
Post Office and Post Roads. : 

Also, the petition of Joseph G. Dale and 71 others, citi- 
zens of the counties of Venango and Clarion, Pennsylvania, 
asking for the establishment ofa post route from Clarion, in- 
the county of Clarion, to Tiouesta, in the county of Venan- 
go. Referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Also, the petition of James Kerr and 49 others, citizens of 
the county of Clarion, Pennsylvania, asking for a change of 
the present tariff laws,and increase, of duties on foreign. im- 
portations. Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of Richard Shippen and 47 other citi- 
zens of Clarion county, Pennsylvania, asking for a change 
of the present tariff Jaws, and increase of duties on foreign 
importations. Referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

Also, the petition of Joseph Bert and 44 others, citizens 
of the same county, and of like import.” Referred to the 
same committee. : ee ee a 

By Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee : The memorial of citi- 
zens of ,Memphis, for the_ repair of the dam in the Ohio 
river at Cumberland Island.. Referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Ry Mr. HARRIS, of Minois: The petition of Sylvester 
Emmons and 56 other citizens of Cass county, Ilinois, fora 
mail route from Springficid, via Petersburg, lo Beardstown, 
Illinois. Referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Also, the memorial of John Collins, for pay as boatswain 
ofthe United States ship Cyane. 

By Mr. RISLEY: The petition of ©. R. Leland and other 
citizens, of Chautanque county, New York, praying Con- 
gress to grant an appropriation for the improvement of the 
harbor at the mouth of Cattaraugus creek. Referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. g 

By Mr. WILLIAMS: The petition of the heirs of Robert 
Henry Dyer, deceased, late of Madison county, Tennessee, 
for a pension. St 

Also, the petition of James Somers, of Weakly county, 
Tennessee, for arrears of pension. Which petitions were 
referred to the Committee'on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of John H. B. Rolls, of Gibson county, 


| Tennessee, for compensation for a horse and saddle, which 


was converted to the public service during the Florida war. 

Also, the petition of T. K. Hill, of Gibson county, Tennes- 
sec, for compensation for his services as a surgeon in the 
late war with Mexico. E : 

Also, the petition of Joel Henry Dyer, of Madison county, 
Tennessee, for remuneration for his services.as Judge Ad- 
vocate of a regiment of volunteers in the Florida war. 
Which petitions were referred to the Cornmittee on Military 
Affairs. ` : oN 

By Mr. STETSON: The petition of Matthew S. Randall 
and thirty-nine. other citizens of Bangor, for, reduction-of 
postage. Referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. g f : 

By Mr. FITCH: The petition and accompanying papers 
of fsrael Johnson, of Indiana, for compensation for services 
rendered the Miami Indians and certain Government offi- 
cers, at the request of the latter. Referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. WATKINS: The petition of John F: Robertson, 
of Sevier county, Tennessee, for a pension, on account of 
wounds received in the service of the United States. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on {Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Jefferson county, ‘Tennes- 
see, for the abolition of the office of chaplaincy of Congress. 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, the petition of Robert James, of Blount county, 
Tennessee, for leave to import certain machinery free of 
duty. Referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. STRONG: The petition of Joseph Richards, of 
Berks county, Pennsylvania, praying that a iland warrant 
inay be issued to him, in lieu of one issued to Henry Buteh- 
inson. Reterredto the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

On motion of Mr. PRESTON KING, rea 

The petition and papers of Mr. Campfield Averill were:.. 
taken from the Clerk’s files and referred td the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspar, January 10, 1850. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a communication from the Secretary of War, con- 
tainine a statement of the appropriations and ex- 
penditures for the service of that Department 
during the year epding 30th June, 1849. . 
‘Also, a report from the Secretary of War, with 
statements of expenditures for contingencies of the 
various offices and bureaus of that Department 
during the fiscal year ending the 30th Juhe, 1849, 
On motion of Mr. MILLER, it was ordered 
that they lie on the table and be printed. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. SEWARD presented the petition of Eleanor 


f 
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Ann Shaw, ‘heir of Pelatiah Fitch, asking indem- 
nity for spoliations by-the French prior to 1800; 
which was-ordered: to be referred to the select 
committee on that subject. 

` Mr. MORTON presented the petition of John 
-O; Harra; the heir of Daniel O. Harra, late of 
‘Charleston, South Carolina, asking indemnity for 
French spoliations prior-to 1800. 

Also, the memorial of Charles Evans and others, 
asking rememeration for losses occasioned by the 

operations of the American army in West Florida 
in-1814; which. was referred.to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. i : 

Mr. CLARKE presented the memorial of Ben- 
jamin Worris and others, asking indemnity for 
French spoliations prior to 1800; which was re- 
ferred'to the select committee on that subject. 

Mr. BERRIEN presented the memorial of the 
legal -representatives of John R. Shaw, asking to 
be indemnified for losses of certain private stores 
on board the Essex at the‘time of her capture by 
the British squadron during the war with Great 
Britain; which was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. À 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presented the 
petition of Mary Farrer, asking a pension for the 
services of ber hasband as a chaplain during the 
war of the Revolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions, 

Mr. MANGUM presented the petition and pa- 
pers of Conrad W. Faber and Leopold Bieswirth, | 
in relation to the war steamer United States; which 
were referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. 

Mr, CHASE presented the memorial of a num- 
ber of citizens of Walnut Hills, Hamilton county, 
Ohio, asking that all international difficulties may 
be settled without resort to war; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. MANGUM presented the petition of Owen 
Connelly, asking remuneration for services and 
injuries sustained while in the employment of the 
Government at the Capitol; which was referred to 
the Committee for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented a memorial of the 
General Assembly of the State of Missouri, asking 
a donation of land for the improvement of the 
Osage river. : 

Also, from the same, calling the attention of 
Congress to the propriety of making appropri- 
ations of land to reclaim the inundated region in 
the southeast part of Missouri and the northeast 
part of Arkansas. The General Assembly re- 
quests that the public lands for six miles on each 
side of the contemplated canal, (the New Madrid 
and Stoddart Canal Company,) in the counties of 
New Madrid and Stoddart, may be donated by 
Congress to said canal company; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. ` 

Mr. BRIGHT presented the memorial of the 
late and present registers and receivers of ihe Uni- 
ted States land office at Fort Wayne, Indiana, 
asking to be allowed a commission for the entry 
of military bounty land warrants; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN presented the petition of the 
late and present registers and receivers of the land 
office at Batesville, Arkansas, asking to be allowed 
a commission on the entry of military bounty land 
“warrants; which was referred to the Committee on 

Public Lands. 

Also, the memorial of Jonathan Lewis, asking 
remuneration for losses sustained through depreda- 
tions committed on his property by certain Chero- 
kee Indians; which, with all the papers relating to 
the same, were referred to the Committee on in- 
dian Affairs. 

Mr. SHIELDS presented the petition of Joho 
Dawson, of Sangamon county, Ilinois, asking 
compensation for his services as pension agent; 
which was referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. MORTON presented the memorial of H. 
M. Breckenridge, asking a re-transfer of twenty 
acres, including his Orange Grove, embraced in 
certain lands containing live-oak timber which had 
been sold by him to the United States; which was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. PEARCE presented the petition of F. W. 
Brune, acting executor of B. J. Von Kapff, last 
surviving trustee of R. C. Boislandry, and as at- 
torney of Eleanor Clarke, administratrix of Am- 
brose Clarke, asking indemnity for French spolia- 
tions prior to. 1800; which was referred to the 
select committee on that subject. 


t 


| chants and others, citizens of Pennsylvania, ask- 


Mr. SPRUANCE presented a memorial of mer- 


ing an appropriation for the construction of a 
harbor at. Reedy Island, in the river Delaware; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- | 
merce. k 


JEWELS OF THE PRINCE OF ORANGE. 


Mr. CLAY. I hold in my hand and Rave been 
requested to present to the Senate, the petition of 
William Seeley, of the city of New York. 

Some twenty years ago the Prince and Princess 
of Orange lost from the palace in Brussels, belong- 
ing to the Government of Belgium, a large sum in 
value of crown jewels and some of the personal 
jewels of the princess. No trace for a long time | 
could be discovered of the thief; but, at length, | 
‘conjecture led to the belief that he had fled to the | 
United States; and the Government of Holland, 
represented at that time by the Chevalier D’Huy- | 
gen, applied to the Government of the United | 
States for assistance in recovering the lost property í 
of the Crown, and in obtaining ‘possession of the | 
culprit. The Government of the United States | 
accordingly gave instructions to its public officers 
to render any assistance they might be able in re- 
covering the property which had been lost, arnount- 
ing in value to upwards of a million of dollars. 
Some traces of the thief were discovered in New 
York; and at this stage of the business Mr. See- 


ley, a professional gentleman—a lawyer of emi- |i 


nence, engaged in a lucrative practice affording 
him annually some ten or twelve thousand dollars 


—was applied to to aid in recovering this lost jj 


property. Mr. Seeley abandoned the pursuit of 
his profession and engaged in that object. He 
dedicated nearly three years of his life to its ac- 
complishment. The result was the recovery of 
almost all the jewels, the detection and arrest of 
the thief; and he was, by some means or other, 
sent back to Europe. The subject became one of 
great interest to the Prince and Princess of Orange, 
in consequence of intimations having been made | 
to the prejudice of the Prince—I dare say without | 
foundation. He was known to be in embarrassed 
circumstances at the time, and the intimation was | 
made that he had purloined the jewels of which | 
he was in pursuit; an intimation, according to the 
result, wholly unfounded. Mr. Seeley, however, 
employed his utmost exertions to succeed in the 


engagement into which he had entered. Well, sir, | 


the jewels were restored, as I remarked, and the 
culprit arrested; and from that time to this, this 
gentleman has been in vain endeavoring to obtain 
from the Government of Holland, an adequate in- 
demnity for the services, and, allow me to add, the 
success which attended his exertions, 
the Executive of this Government having been in- 
voked in the first instance, for the recovery of this 
property, Mr. Seeley first applied to them. Appli- 
cation was made to Holland, but they were unwill- 
ing to make what he deemed to be an adequate 
compensation, or even to refer the matter to arbi- 
tration so as to ascertain what would be a just 
amount of compensation. In this stage of the 
business he has again appealed to the Executive of 
this Government. Weowe, in consequence of the 
assumption of the debt due from a portion of the 
District of Columbia—either Washington city, or 
perhaps Georgetown, I am not certain which—a 
large debt to Holland, for the interest of which | 
appropriations are annually made in the general | 
appropriation bill, It has been suggested to Mr. 
Seely, and it isa course that has been recommended 
by the late as well as the present Secretary of State, | 
that he should apply to Congress; that they should | 
investigate the case, and that if they were satisfied 
of its justice, since he cannot obtain what he ought | 
to receive from the foreign Government, as we | 
have the means of his indemnity within our own | 
hands, we should withhold a sum sufficient to sat- | 
isfy his just claim. Mr. Seeley has presented the | 
petition which E hold in my hand, containing a | 
most ample, full, and satisfactory narrative of the 
case from the beginning to the end, and has forti- 
fied his application by an appé&l to numerous sat- | 
isfactory authorities to show that in similar cases | 
the Government of a country, of which the peti- ; 
tioner is a subject or a citizen, will apply all the , 
means in its power to see that justice is done, al- 
though the general rule is, that when a man con- 
tracis with a foreign Government, he must depend 
on the good faith of that Government for the satis- 


the general rule, of which this appears.to-me to be 
one: This petition ought more properly to go to 


| the Committee on Foreign Relations; but, as the 
j! Committee on Finance has the subject of appro- 


| priations before them; it has been suggested that 

| the subject embraced in this petition should be re- 

i ferred to that committee. I move that the reading 

l of the petition be dispensed with, and that it be 
referred to the Committee on Finance, and I ask 

| also that this petition be printed. It is long and 

i voluminous, but it will be found to be-highly in- 

i teresting. I move that it be referred to the Com- 

i mittee on Printing. 

| Mr. KING. As this petition is not to be re- 


| ferred to the Committee-on Foreign Relations, Twill 


say but a few words. Ido not know in the his- 
i tory of our Government of a solitary case where 
i an individual has contracted with a foreign Gov- 


|, ernment for any purpose whatever, and has come 


| to Congress to procure an indemnity fora loss by 
-such contract. I understand this case very well. 


!| This individual, Mr. Seeley, was employed at his 


| own instance to hunt out and ascertain, if possible, 
| who was the purloiner of the Crown. jewels of 
| Holland. A very great interest was felt on the 
i subject, because it was intimated that the Prince of 
| Hoiland had himself purloined them and gambled 
them away. 

This individual, expecting to receive no doubt 
a large sum if he was successful in securing the 
i thief and the jewels here, devoted himself entirely 
| for a long time to that object, and was in part suc- 
| cessful. The thief was found, and was sent to 
Holland and punished capitally there. » This indi- 


|! vidual, then, in pursuance: of. his ‘contract, and 


not-having stipulated for any particular amount, 
went to Holland to get the compensation which he 
supposed a liberal Government and a grateful 
Prince would afford for the-services rendered. He 
was offered a pitiful sum, which he declined. In 


H this state of the case, our Government instructed 


| the Chargë to make as strong representations as 
possible to the justice, equity, and good faith of 
| Holland, to induce them to make. a proper com- 
| pensation. The effort failed, and now the hon- 
orable Senator from Kentucky introduces a memo- 
rial—to do what? To take money, not.from the 
Government of Holland, but the money of private 
individuals who have loaned it to us in goal faith, 
! and with the just anticipation of receiving the in- 
terest upon it, to pay a debt, if you please, of 
Holland. I make thesestatements that theSenate 
may know the true state of the case. 
Mr. CLAY. Ihave no doubt that the Senator 
from Alabama [Mr. Kine] has laid down. the gen- 


Areia f eral principles of the law ofnatioñs correctly: that 
e aid of | 


| is to say, if an individual chooses to confide in the 
i faith of a foreign Government, and to make a’con- 
tract with them, he is bound, as a general rule, to 
| look to the honor and good faith of that Govern- 
| ment for the fulfillment of that contract. I stated 
! that to be the principle myself, when I was up be- 
| fore. But there may be, and there are excéptions 
| to that rule, as there are exceptions to almost every 
rule of law: whether this is one or not is the matter 
| to be investigated. I think my friend from Ala- 
bama, when he comes to look at the array of au- 
thorities cited in this petition, will be disposed to 
think that in this case the exception ‘ought to be 
made. If, as the Senator alleges, the debt is one 
due to private subjects of Holland, why, perhaps, 
it would not be right to take their property to 
| satisfy this claim; but I am inclined to believe that 
| a portion of the debt belongs to the Government of 
Holland. At all events, it is a matter fit to be in- 
vestigated. Assuming that it does, can there be a 
doubt that a case of this kind might exist, and that ` 
it should meet with favorable consideration? Sup- 
pose the Government of Folland had any property 
in the United States or debts due it, that could be 
reached by attachment or process of Jaw: l think 
i there cannot be a question that Mr. Seeley would 
| have the right to go into a court of law and attach 


|; such property, and secure the payment of his de- 
|i mand, and thus transfer the question of what was 


| due to him from the Government of Holland to the 
| tribunals of his own country. But, inasmuch as 


| there is an appropriation annually made to pay the 
i| interest on this public debt, or this private debt—I 
i do not know how it is, and it is a matter to be in- 


| 


vestigated by the committee—he cannot resort to 
the process of an attachment, since the Govern- 
ment of the United States cannot be made a party 


faction of his claims; but there are exceptions to 


to any such suit. Itis for this reason, and in the 
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belief that a portion of the debt is due to the Gov- 
ernment of Holland, that the petitioner makes 
application here for relief. [ ‘shall not disagree 
with the chairman of the Committee on Foreign 
Relations [Mr. Kine] that we should not attach the 
private property of subjects of Holland in order to 
pay this debt, but I think it will be found that a 
portion of it is due to the Government of that 
country. Atall events, it isa matter that should 
be thoroughly investigated. This is the reason 
why I propose to refer it fo the Committee on Fi- 
nance instead of the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions; and I hope there will be no opposition to 
that course, and that the subject will be fally ex- 
amined, : 

The petition was referred to the Committee on 
Financé, and the question of printing to the Com- 
mittee on Printing. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, 


Ordered, That the Committee on Pensions be discharged 
from the further consideration of the claim of the represen- 
tative of Wm. King, and that it be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Claims. 


On motion of Mr. PEARCE, 


Ordered, ‘That the papers on file in the Senate relating to 
the claim of Thomas P. McBlair, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. PEARCE, 

Ordered, That the petition of Wm. Emmons, administra- 
tor of Uri Emmons, on the files of the Senate, be referred 
to the Committee on Patents. 


SLAVERY. 


The Senate then proceeded to the unfinished 
business, being the resolutions from the General 
Assembly of the State of Vermont, which were 
presented on Wednesday last by Mr. Upnam. 

Mr, CHASE. It wasnot my purpose, Mr. Pres- 
ident, nor is it my purpose now, to go into any dis- 
cussion upon this motion to print the resolutions 
from the State of Vermont. If I understand the gen- 
eral sentiments of Senators, there is a disposition 
to acquiesce in the motion to print, with very few 
dissenting voices. I rejoice, sir, for one, that the 
precedent set in the case of Vermont some ten 
years ago, is now to be reversed, and that the 
memorials and resolutions of the States of this 
Confederacy are to be received and taken in the 

_ ordinary course, no matter what may be the sub- 
ect of those memorials or resolutions. f should 
e glad, sir, if I could state that there appeared to 
be a similar disposition in regard not merely to the 
memorials of sovereign States, but to the petitions 
of the sovereign people. But I understand, sir, 
that a practice prevails here—and I must be per- 
mitted to say that, in my judgment, it isa prac- 
tice “more honored in the breach than in the 
observance ’—~when a petition from individuals is 
presented, to move the question of reception upon 
it, and to lay that question of reception upon the 
table, I trust, sir, that that practice will also-be 
discontinued. For one, I accord entirely with the 
Senators from South Carolina, when they say that 
. itis better, far better for the people of this country, 
that they should understand distinctly what are 
the sentiments of the respective States, and not 
merely of the States, but of the people who make 
the States, which compose this Confederacy. Let 
it be understood „what the positions upon all sides 
are; let us understand each other distinctly, and 
then we shall have the best possible opportunity, 
. when the positions upon all sides are clearly and 
distinctly understood, to compare those respective 
positions, and if possible arrive at an amicable 
solution of the difficulties that exist; but, sir, I 
may be permitted to say, that in my judgment the 


: F > ; | 
path to an amicable solution of the difficulty does |! 
not lie through criminations and recriminations; ft | 


does not lie through denunciations upon one side 
and upon the other side; and I may be permitted 
to suggest to my friend, the Senator from Arkan- 
sas, whether anything is to be gained in a compar- 
ison between the application of the terms “ crime” 
and criminals” on the one side, and the applica- 


tion of the epithets “robber” and “assassin” upon | 


the other? Sir, we gain nothing inthis way. Let 
us define our positions with candor, with fairness, 
with clearness, and with precision, and then, un- 
derstanding each other, we shall be able to deter- 
mine what course becomes us as Senators, and 
what course it becomes thé States as sovereigntics 
to pursue. . 

Mr. President, I may be permitted to say, and 
I think it due to the State which I in part rèpre- 


A A h A H 
| ent history to justify that complaint? Have any || 
i 


| least, of all the power of this Confederacy? Do 


i it not been held here to bea disqualification, as 
| chairman of a committee, that the distinguished | 
! Senator, even of a slave State, should maintain, 

|! what, in his judgment, was due to the people of 
| the whole Confederacy in reference to this subject? 
! And has it not been held also to be a disqualifica- 
| tion to other Senators that they maintain senti- |! 


i very? Why, Mr. President, for my own part, I | 


| will not remain forever sectional, and which;had, | 
| reference to some of the remarks made by the 


| citing debate and attention here now. i 
i derstand the Senators of the South as saying that |; 


| that hé should require that the party which is to 


sent here to say, that no menace-of disunion, no |! 


resolves tending towards disuhion, no intimations 


of the: probability of disunion, in any form, will; 


move us from the path which in our judgment it 
is-due to ourselves and’ the people whom we rep- 
resent to pursue. Everything of that sort has 
lost its terror; at least 1 trust it has. I trust that | 
no man hereafter is to be moved from the course 
which in his judgment and his conscience it is 
due to the State and the people whom he repre- 
sents to pursue. n 
moved from that deliberate course by any threat, | 
or by any resolve, from whatever quarter. - trust | 
we shall pursue a path of rectitude with entire re- | 
spect for all the people of all the States, and for | 
every State.of the whole.Union. ` But, having de- 
termined upon what that path shall be, I trust 
we shall not be deterred from pursuing it by any 
intimidation of any kind, or of this character par- | 


ticularly. [i 


Mr. President, we have had it intimated in | 
this debate that the States of the South have had 
some reason to complain of the course which | 
has been pursued. Now, sir, what is there in | 
our past history, or in our present history, which | 


justifies that complaint? Let it be calmly consid- |! 


ered, deliberately considered, and then let me again 
press the inquiry, what is there in our pastor pres- 


States of the South, Mr. President, lacked their 
fall proportion of -all the honors of this Confeder- 
acy? 


Have they not had their full proportion, at 


they not at this moment in this hall, and in! 
the other hall, exercise all the power, to say the | 
least of it, which to them legitimately belongs? |; 
Why, sir, who presides in the other hall? How | 


have your committees been constituted here? || 


Under what influence have they been constitu- | 
ted, and with what purpose have the committees | 
been constituted here? Have they not been so; 


| constituted, Mr. President, as to meet the claims, | 


and the extremest claims, of the gentlemen who | 
represent the southern States of this Union? Has | 


ments which are common to-the people of their | 
entire States in reference to this question of sla- | 


may be permitted to say, that in political sentiment į 


| I accord fully with that party which is known as || 


the free Democracy of the United States—a party 
which is sometimes sectional, but which [ trust | 
| 


during the last canvass, if I may be permitted to 


allude to it, not merely friends in the non-slave- i} 


holding States in this Union, but friends in many 
of the slaveholding States also—not organizations, 
but friends; and in some of the States organiza- 
tions also. j 
I will add further, sir, as it is known to be my | 
position, that I stand ready and willing to coöp- |; 
erate with that party which is known as the De- |; 
mocracy of this country, whenever that party takes || 
such ground on the subject of slavery as accords 
with the principles of the ordinance of 1787. 


Well, sir, now let us compare the positions held i 
with reference to this very question, which is ex- ! 
Do I un- ; 


| 
il 


E trust that no man is to be |; 


| «concession never satisfies fanaticism. 


“Well, Mr. President, F refer:to this matter sim»: 
| ply as showing that there is nothing to complain 
of, so far as this House, so far as the other House, 
so far as -present. arrangements are concerned. 
| What can be complained of in the future =. >What . 


| is expected? Why, sir, itis apprehended that the ` 


Congress of the United States may adopt the prin- 
| ciples of the ordinance of 1787, and concurred in 
by the unanimous assent of all the States repré- 
sented in the Congress of the Confederation, in 
their application, not to.territory which was slave 
territory, as the territory northwest of the-river ' 
Ohio claimed to be, but territory which is now 

free. That is one of the grounds of apprehen- 

sion. Another, ground of apprehension is, thatthe ` 
; Congress of the United States may determine in 


|; their judgment that if is proper to apply the: prin- 


ciples of freedom; proper to apply the principles 
of law to the question of slavery in the District of 
Columbia; it is apprehended that the influence and 
power of this Government may be placed upon the 
side of freedom. Well, sir, what if it should be? 
Was that not the precise object which was marked 
' out by the framers of the Constitution? Was 
it not the precise object which was marked out by 
those who concurred in establishing the ordinance 
of 1787? But we are told that if that crisis arises, 
it must be met by the South. The Senator from 
South Carolina tells us he trusts, in the event that 
Congress should adopt any measure of this sort, 
that the South will meet the crisis as it ought, 
Well, sir, I must say that I concur.in that hope. 


| And how, Mr. President, ought such a crisis to be 


met? Onght it tobe met in a spirit of disunion, 
or ought it to be met in the spirit which governed 
the deliberations of those who framed the Constitu- 
tion? Ought it to be met in the spirit of those 
who framed the ordinance of 1787 :—that. spirit 
which was then universal in this country—the 
spirit which animated the breast of every gentle- 
man who had a seat in the Congress of the Con- 
federation at that time. 

Mr. President, I trust, for one—and it is all that 
I have to say on this subject—that whenever this 


I 
i| erisis arises it will be met in the spirit of the fa- 


thers of the republic; and if it be so met, rely upon 


i| it, Mr. President, there will be no cause for appre- 


| hension; but, on the contrary, the Union will be 
| cemented, and the example of this Union will be 


i! made what the fathers of the republic designed it 


i should be made, an example of freedom to the na- 
| tions of the earth. 

| Mr. CLEMENS next addressed the Senate at 
Jength. The report of his remarks will be found 
| in the Appendix. 

Mr. HALE. I do- not intend to occupy ‘the 
time of the Senate but briefly; but, as matters of a 
private character will require my absence from the: 
Senate for a few days, I will say a few words in 


Senator from Alabama, [Mr. Cuemens.] If he 
has done nothing else, he has at least, by his re- 
marks, convinced me of one fact, atid that is, that 
5 ” Towish - 
every Senator from every free State would take up- 
that remark asa text, and tell'the timid, the doubt- 
ing, and the wavering, at the North, that conces- 
sion never satisfies fanaticism. I thank the Senator 
for that. I hopethe North will findit out. ‘They 
have felt it ever since the adoption of the Consti- 


|| tution; but they do not seem to have practically 


learned it, although they are beginning to do it. 
There was another remark made by the Senator 

which struck me as somewhat peculiar; and I 

must say it gratified me. There are many timid 


they are prepared to act with the Democracy of | 
this country, if the Democracy of this country |; 
take ground in favor of freedom? Do they not | 
make it the test of their adherence to the party, | 
that the party‘shall respect what in their judgment |, 
are their legitimate claims? Most unquestionably | 
that test is made. Then, sir, is it not legitimate || 
that a Senator, holding just as strongly opinions |, 
in favor of freedom as they hold in favor of slavery, |! 


command his coöperation and his suffrages should į 


i 
take the ground which in his judgment he can |; 
| that office before I was a 


recongile to his own conscience? [fit be so, Mr. ! 
‘President, in what position do we stand here? | 
That tests may be made,up on one side, without i 
exclusion from the party’s confidence and the | 
party’s respect, but tests shall not be made on the} 
other side, but if made in favor of freedom they 
shall be ground for such exclusion. ~ pi 


|i tobe his wedded wife; he replied, 
{rwill; I came 


people at the North who have looked forward with. 
excited nerves and trembling fears at the («wreck of 
matter and the crush of worlds,” which they have 


| believed would be the result of the dissolution of 


this Union. I think they will be exceedingly 
quiet now, when they find out that it has already 
taken place, and they did not know it, {laughter,] 
for the honorable Senator from:Alabame tells us it 
is already dissolved. 


| If it is not a matter: too serious for a pleasant 


i rati egiveyouone. Once in my life, 
ao DE ale of the peace—for [held 
Senator, {laughter]—I 
i was called’ on ‘to officiate in uniting.a couple in 
the’bonds of matrimony. They. came up, and Į 
made short work of it. I asked the man if he 


in the capacity of a justice 


| would take the woman whom he held by the hand 


“ to be sure Í 
here to do'that very thing.”? [then - 
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, 


Senator say- óm this floor that there was not any- 
body here who had-a right to speak for the whole 
South. Itis a pretty large section of country, com- 
prising fifteen States, and he would not recognize 
the right of any one man to speak for fifteen States. 
Ido not claim the right to speak for the whole 
North, or any considerable part of it—only for a 
very small portion of it—but it lies a good ways 
north. ye = 

And I want to say a word with regard to a re- 
mark which fell from the lips of the honorable 
Senator which I have. often heard before, but have 
never taken the trouble to answer here; and I 
would not attempt to answer it now for any effect 
it might have at home, but sitting in silence here 
and permitting this remark to pass unanswered 
and unnoticed, it may be supposed that there is 
some justice in it. ' 

The honorable Senator spoke of the mechanical 
population, the operatives in the factories of the 
northern States, as slaves; and it is not a new re- 
mark here. I have heard it in private conversa- 
tions, and I have been very kindly told by indi- 
viduals who professed to have, and had no doubt 
a real and earnest desire to give me instruction on 
the subject, that our factory population would not 
beara comparison, not only in the amount of phys- 


-ical and:animal comfort they enjoyed, but in in- 


telligence and good breeding, with their southern 
slaves. I have had thatinformation given me by 
gentlemen, members of this body, in private con- 
versation, and remarks of that character are so 
frequently made that it certainly becomes me, liv- 
ing in one of the villages composed of this popula- 
tion thus denounced and vilified, to say a single 
word, not in vindication; :but.in illustration of the 
character and position of that much misunderstood 
and misrepresented class of our population. 

And, sir, my honorable colleague sitting on the 
other side of the Chamber, [Mr. Norris,] lived in 
a village thus constituted, and now resides in one 
of the largest and most flourishing villages in New 
England; and if 1 misrepresent their character for 
intelligence and integrity in any respect, Í wish 
him to rise in his place and set the Senate right. 
The village in which I live has about a thousand 
female operatives employed in manufacturing es- 
tablishments. In that village there is, as in.many 
other of those villages, banks for savings, and the 
amounts deposited there exceed $300,000; and I 
think I will be justified in saying that more than 
one-half of the whole sum is deposited by these 
very “ slaves” as they are called. And who are 
they? They are, in a great measure, composed of 
the daughters of persons living remote from the 
places where the factories are located; and when 
poverty or disease, or death or misfortune, in any 
shape, visits the homesteads of these families; 
when palsy seizes upon the frame of the aged pa- 
rents, or calamity in an¥ form comes as a visita- 
tion from Providence, these young women, leaving 
their homes where they were born and nurtured, 
come down.to these villages, and, by industry, 
economy, and prudence, generally succeed in ma- 
king quiet, and happy, and comfortable, the de- 
clining years of those parents they bave left be- 
hind. I will do them the credit here to say, that I 
do not believe, search the country through, from 
the Aroostook to our southern boundary, that you 
can-find in any class of society, (I do not care who 
they are, or how worthy, elevated, and cultivated 
they may be,) an equal number of females of purer 
moral deportment, higher intellectual cultivation, 
or who better understand all the duties belonging 
to private and social life and the domestic relations, 
than these same much-abused factory girls. The 
character of the male population is equally worthy. 
They are industrious, prudent, thriving, intelli- 
gent, educated, and moral. They are the pride 
aud: glory of New England.- I would like to have 
atiy man (ide not care who he-is, chivalric, bole, 
and-intellectual.as he may be) go into one of these 


the intellect, the intelligence; and all. the virtues 
which adorn the. human character, will be found. 
Sir, if-it- would not be found on the.side of these 
factory operatives, you would have to produce a 
higher standard than has fallen under. my:gbserva- 
tion anywhere, North or South. — ; 

I do not say this to court popularity, for Í think, 
if I have not proved anything else, | havé proved 
that I am nota great worshipper of that. 

` I take occasion to say, that Ido not know a 
population anywhere, North or South, against 
whom charges of. this character might not be 
brought with equal justice as against the manufac- 
turing population of New England. There never 
was a people more misunderstood than they who 
have been compared by the honorable Senator’ to 
the slaves in those States where that institution is 
tolerated. I have said enough of them, sir, With 
one other remark I leave the subject. 

The honorable Senator from Alabama says we 
have clubs and societies in the North which issue 
pamphlets and send out lecturers to preach murder 
to the slaves, and to instigate them to violate the 
wives and daughters of the slaveholders. Sir, I 


j have been somewhat conversant with the move- 


ments of the anti-slavery society of the northern 
part of the country. If ever the first letter of that 
character has been printed in any northern State, 
I must say that it has escaped my observation. J 
do not stand here as the’ advocate of many of these 
organizations; I do not belong to them; but I do 
not say this to avoid responsibility, but speak of 
itas a matter of fact. I have never known a sin- 
gle society, large or small, male or female, com- 
posed of men, women, or children, who have not 
utterly ‘disclaimed everything of that kind, and 
that have not put forth a solemn warning to every- 
body that had anything to do with them, that 
they should not preach insurrection to the slaves. 
On the other hand, they have invariably been in- 
structed to teach them to refrain from everything 
like violence, and that it is their duty to bow with 
meekness and submission to a power which they 
cannot resist, and to put forth all their energies 
and efforts in sending up from their degradation 
and misery their supplications to Him who has 
avowed himself to be the God of the oppressed. 

I have never seen such a publication as that— 
never. I have never heard such a sentiment 
advanced in any public assembly, or such a prayer 
offered up from any pulpit; but, on the contrary, 
a different course of conduct is universally incul- 
cated, so far as I have any knowledge of the mat- 
ter; and if there be such associations as the Sena- 
tor has spoken of, I know nothing of them. He 
has a much more intimate knowledge of what is 
going on in the northern States, if he is advised 
that what.he speaks of is true, than Í have. Hav- 
ing said thus much, I will leave the subject. 

I do not propose again to go into the question of 
the dissolution of the Union, but I do join in the 
wish and hope expressed by the Senator from Ohio 
(Mr. Cuasr] that gentlemen will come out and let 
us know what they want. And having told us 
that concession will not satisfy fanaticism, | trust 
that no more concession will be asked for. Let us 
understand what we want, and then if we cannot 
agree to unite, let us agree to differ. 

Mr. BUTLER. I[had no idea of taking any 
part in this debate, except so far as to suggest the 
propriety of printing the resolutions, intending to 
take another occasion to discuss the topics which 
have been brought under discussion in this unex- 
pected debate. But, sir, the gentleman from Ver- 
mont, the other day, indulged in a very wide 
range of debate, so far as regards one of the sub- 
jects which he thought proper to bring within the 
scope of his remarks. Be discussed all the doc- 
trines connected with the organization of territo- 
rial government, and uttered many sentiments 
well calculated to arrest attention—such as seemed 
to provoke a reply. . 

The gentleman from. Ohio, this MOning a 
somewhat prepared effort, I think, has come for- 
ward, and has avowed doctrines which in their 
tendency and operation cannot be disguised; and, 
sir, while he has admonished -us to cultivate har- 
mony; and while he and others have given us 
homilies on the value of this Union, he-has avowed 


ous and arrogant distinctions between . different 
sections of this Confederacy. His doctrines would 
seem to aim at the disfranchisement of the south- 
ern section of the Union, both through the. action, 
of the Federal Legislature and under the organi- 
zation of parties. . It is not mere sentiment, but a 


_ scheme that he insists on to carry out his plans of: 
operation. 


He presumes on an increasing majors, 
ity in the North and a minority in the South, as I 
shall show by his expressed sentiments. I can- 
not therefore allow him to preach decent modera- 
tion, when I know he has, with others, ultimate 
designs—designs which I will not allow him to 
disguise, under the forms and professions of mod- 
eration, š i 

He avows openly that he will submit to. no com- 
promise, and will assimilate to no party that will 
not recognize as a basis the free-soil principles; in 
other words, to form a patty to be known as free 
democracy—a party that puts under the ban slave- 
holders as tainted partners in the association. He , 
speaks of the South as having held the offices of 
the Confederacy, and he avows doctrines that will 
hereafter, by way of retaliation, disfranchise them - 
in the future unless they shall come to terms to be 
prescribed on the basis which he has taken for 
party organization. I bave now a jetter before 
me, which I shall have occasion to refer to, by 
way of verifying all that I have said; a letter in 
which he openly avows his reliance on the minor- 
ity.of southern interests, and, according. to. my 
view, on southern defection;. what he calls deser- 
tion, | would call treason. His.self-sustaining nu- 
merical. strength I suspect is at the bottom. of his: 
sublime political morality. He aims at certainty 
on the disposition,of submission by the South to 
the doctrines which he has avowed. Confidence 
has been inspired by the desire of the South to pre- 
serve the Union, and its past history somewhat 
sanctions the assumption. Summed up ina few 
words, he calculates upon the unconditional sub- 
mission of one section in submitting. to the organi- 
zation of parties to be made exclusively by another 
section; with kind and gentle allowances, however, , 
for desertion from the southern ranks for the sake . 
of the prizes of office. But, sir, for fear I might 
do the honorable gentleman injustice, I will, before 
I sit down, read extracts from a letter, which seers 
to have been prepared by him with the care of one 
avowing a solemn creed, It is a creed that.soars 
to the heavens in its doctrines, but looks. to the > 
earth for its rewards. Philanthropy prescribes the 
latitude of its boundaries, whilst, selfishness: con- 
tracts the scope of its operation; a philanthropy 
whose center is everywhere, and whose circum- 
ference is nowhere, but whose practice is to. be 
found in the sordid appropriation of office and 
property. 

But allow me to say that Iam naturalist enough 
to know that it is not the purest bird that flies the 
highest.. It is said of the condor that it alights in 
the atmosphere of the snow-capped Andes, and 
yet is it not true that it isa bird that lives upon the 
corruption. of the earth? These gentlemen, who 
are so sublime in their morality, when they de- 
scend from the elevation which their theory aspires 
to, to the practical application oftheir doctrines, 
are ready to deprive us of the soil that has been won 
by the common blood and common treasure of the 
country—are ready to appropriate to themselves 
the offices and their emoluments, under the organi- 
zation of parties, and under the Constitution of the 
United States, things which ought to be left open 
to all. Even Federal eligibility to office has been 
assailed, if itshould be claimed by a southern man. 

Sir, they go further, and tell you in so many 
words, that acquiescence in their propositions will 
not satisfy them; for that was the true import of 
the language of the Senator from New Hampshire. 
He says, that concessions that have taken place, 
swell the spirit of fanaticism; that it has an ideal 
excellence which will not compromise with any- 
thing but the sublimity of an unlimited morality. 
They are to attain this point by progressive aggres- 
sion, and to hold those who defend their rights as 
responsible for the Union. Those who have done 
the wrong have no right to assign the position of 
the parties to the issue. The South has never as- 
sailed the Union; they have cherished it and made 
all the compromises to preserve it; and I say now, 
the northern gentlemen hold the scissors .of its 
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fatein their own hands. They. can close them on 
the cords of this Union by going on in their reck- 
less aggression, or stay their hand and do justice. - 
They are the moving parties, and:in Jupiter Stator 
they may finda deity worthy of worship; but if 
they go ‘on, they may presume too much on the 
arts of Mercury: The course which has been ad- 
vertised is a rebuking commentary on southern 
acquiescence in wrongful aggression. Those who 
have been guilty of the wrong shall not hold me 
liable for the consequences, nor shall they assign 
me a position to the issues which they have made. 
Jf they bave brought the Union in jeopardy, they 
shall not throw the odiam of ‘disunionists on the 
defending and innocent: party. Politicians have 
played with‘ this subject as an element of political 
game, and that game shall have the true parties 
to it. > 

I say it now, and with perfect sincerity and can- 
dor, that the people of the State which I represent, | 
and thé people of the southern States in general, | 
have never taken measures thus far with the view | 
‘or wish that they should result in disunion. I go | 
further, and say that their acquiescence in com- 
promise is a refutation of the charges that have 
been made against them. What compromise that 
did not require a sacrifice of right and honor has 
not been acceded to on the part of the South? 
What compromise that she entered into kas she 
violated? ‘These are questions that may be obvia- 
ted by evasion or denunciation of a self-sustaining 
majority, but honesty will only answer them be- 
fore the tribunal of history. The past cannot be 
changed, and it will go to show that the South has 
made sacrifices to form the Union, and have sub- 
mitted to unequal compromises to preserve it. The | 
North has presumed on that love of union to sanc- 
tion their progressive and arrogant pretensions. 
No, sir, the history of the Confederacy, and espe- 
cially the history of this question, will show a de- 
gree of submission to compromise that astonishes 
me in the review of it. Ishall not go further than 


| 


to speak of the history of this question with my | 
connection with it, the true element which has 


formed the basis of their course. Will the gentle- 
man inform me what measure of compromise has 
ever been proposed to us, if it were an honorable 
and just compromise, that has been rejected by us? 
When it was proposed to extend the Missouri 
compromise to the Pacific, by whom was that 
proposition made? It was made by one side, and 
piompiy and even scornfully rejected by the other. 
t was refused; even with the wantonness of rejec- 
tion. [t was refused on the assumption that some 
of our own men would join in the repudiation. 
By implication that compromise has been supposed 
to give to the South, in.all territories south of 36° 
30° entire control. Whilst it in terms excluded 
slavery north of that line, it recognized the right 
that it should exist, if the people thought proper, 
south of that line. Experience has shown that 
the temptation to disregard it depended on the 
power of doing so, on a minority made so by its 
operation. It has served the office of taking power 
from the South and placing it in the hands of those 
who have not magnanimity and justice to observe 
its obligations. It has been but a dam of sand 
that has given way to the tide of insolent power. 
When the questions growing out of a proposition 
to give governments to our Mexican acquisitions 
assumed a critical aspect, an honorable effort, with- 
out regard to sections, was made- to settle them 
forever, and to:take them out of the arena of polit- 
ical gamesters. That effort resulted in the Clayton 
bill. Lt was framed to save the honor of the South. 
Many thought her rights were not secure under it. 
I will not state its terms. It proposed an honor- 
able compromise, without improper. concession, 
What has been its fate? The South generally ac- 
quiesced in it; and, I solemnly believe, for the sake 
of the Union. Does this look like a desire or design 
to dissolve this Confederacy? No, sir,it was any- | 
thing else. It was a sacrifice to the very name of | 
the Union. It has provoked a confidence that may | 
be fatal. I fear it has given rise to a delusion, that 
there are no limits to which the North may not go. 
Another bill was brought in by the honorable 
Senator from Wisconsin, well guarded in its pro- 
visions, in relation to New Mexico and California, 
proposing merely to put it in the power of the 
courts, by writs of habeas corpus, to test the legality 
of the title by which slaves are held. It was as- 
sumed on that occasion that it conceded too mach 
to the South, and gave them the advantage in the 


issue. Was not that. going: farin the-.spirit of 
compromise? Could anything more ‘strangely 
show-the wantonness of non-slaveholding arro- 
gance? That was set aside, and a clause witha 
snare under it was insisted on by northern gentle- 
men as giving all that would settle the question; in 
-other words, a clause to cover the Wilmot proviso. 
Sir, the compromises have all been one way—into 
the lion’s den—nulla vestigia retrorsum. But I shall 
go further and say, we have violated none of the 
compromises into which we have entered, whilst 
we have rejected none that have been offered to us 
on honorable terms. 
| Is this not a proposition full of meaning? It 
| may be that the cup of conciliation is exhausted. 
I shall say nothing of that. [will not utter men- 
ace; nor will I indicate the end of this fearful ques- 
tion. We have acceded to all that would preserve 
jour honor in every compromise that has been 
proposed. Indeed, we have evinced a desire to 
let this question pass by, on a point of honor, and 
yet gentlemen come out and accuse those who have 
maintained those compromises, and manifested a 
desire to defend their rights, of a design to sever 
the Union. Oh yes, we are the people, they say, 
who have shown a disposition to sever the differ- 
ent portions of this Union! Ht is the wolf taking 
offence at the lamb, because he contradicted him in 
saying he had not muddied the water in drinking 
below him. 

The South, at the time of the formation of this 
| Confederacy, made sacrifices, and deprived herself 
of the sceptre. She parted with the sceptre when 
she consented to the formation of this Union, 
when she gave up to the North the power of regu- 


lating commerce by a mere majority. But I shall 
go no further into the history of this matter at 
present. I shall check myself, so far as the tend- 
eney of this argument is concerned; but I have 
much to say on it, and I go back to the honorable 
Senator from Ohio. The gentleman from Ohio is 
a Senator; he represents, in part, one of the largest 
States in the Confederacy, and, sir, his opinions 
are to be respected. I am satisfied that he, like 
many others, acts under the pressure of an ex parle 
constituency. ‘They are exponents of those who 
have never looked except upon one side of this 
question. Many who come here are committed 


ofa disposition ‘on the -part of influential gentlemen to ins 
terpose difficulties in-the way of-cordial ‘union between the < 
old line democracy and the free democracy, by. insistingzon 
conditions to -which the. latter cannot: agree without the.’ 
sacrifice of principles which they hold far dearer:than party © 
success. - a) 

The free:democracy, holding in common with. the oldlinè ` 
democracy the cardinal and essential doctrines of the demo- 
cratic faith, believe that the time has come for the applita- 
tion’ of those doctrines to the subject of slavery, as well as: 
to the subjects of currency and trade; They believe that’: 
slavery is the worst form of despotism: . The ownership: of + 
one man by another is the most absolute subjection known: ; 
to human experience. No Democrat, who has any reat 
living faith in the great cardinal doctrine of democraey, that - 
all men have equal rights by nature, and that the orily legit- : 
imate ohject of government is to maintain and secure these: - 
rights, can doubt that slaveholding is grossly inconsistent 
with democratic principles. 2 i 

_Itis not necessary to advert to the circumstances which, 
for many years, prevented either of the great parties of the 
country from taking any ground against slavery. . It is 
enough that circumstances are now changed. The acqui- 
sition of Mexican territories has presented the question of 
slavery in new aspects, Heretofore the slave power -was 
content with retaining slave territory as slave territory ; now 
it seeks to subject free territory to the blight of slavery. 
This enormous pretension has Jed toa more general exam- 
ination of the constitutional relations of the National Gov- 
ernment to the slave system; and that examination has 
fastened the conviction on the minds of thousands and 
hundreds of thousands, that the government of the Union is 
bound to prohibit slavery in the territories, and to exert all 
its legitimate and constitutional powers to limit, localize, . 
and discourage it, and especially to prohibit its existence in- 
all places within the sphere of its exclusive jusrisdiction. 

This is the conviction of free democracy. They have. 
announced it over and over again, and are pledged to govern’ 
their political action by it.- This pledge they will undoubt-* 
ediy redeem, 

Now, what is to hinder the reception of this faith by the 
old-line democracy? What shall prevent their:bold and 
frank avowal of it?) What should interfere with mañly and 
straightforward action in consistency with it? ` 

I can see but one thing—the alliance, so called, with. the 
slaveholders themselves—the fear of losing their political 
support and influence in a Presidential election. 

Now, it is very certain that no consideration of mere polit- 
ical expediency ought to induce the democracy to refrain 
from carrying out its own. principles; and it seems to me 
equally certain that political expediency and duty at this 
time coincide. 

For, what will he the cost to the democracy of the alliance 
of the slaveholders in a Presidential campaign ? 

To determine this question, it must first be seen what the 
slaveholders demand as the price of their alliance, This 
demand is easily stated, i 

Tt is non-intervention upon the subject of slavery, That 
ig, northern men may think and act athome as they choose, 
and southern men likewise; but when northern men and 
southern men meet at Washington, either in executive or 


exponents of irresponsible masses. They are 
| facile and publican politicians, who feel themselves 
l| bound to the law of obedience. They act-in a 
| channel that popular prejudice and irresponsible 
persons have made for them, ad yet they talk of 
slavery. They get their places here by slavish 
| submission. They violate the Constitution before 
| they come here, by vows on an unconstitutional 
altar. As for any effect that might be produced by 
mere speaking, I would much rather address the 
people than their representatives. The people have 
no temptation to do what is wrong. They might 
be affected by a dispassionate appeal to their judg- 
ments. At least they could be approached as a 
tribunal. that could review its judgment. They 

could have no interest to maintain an adversary 

position, where from feeling cand duty they might 

| wish to become friends. Politicians will play with 

topics asa part ofa game, which the people would 

shrink from with horror could they see the conse- 

quences. I think it may be safely said that those 

who yield most to transient popular prejudice, and 

indulge in habitual expressions of love to the pen- 

ple; would betray them soonest if there were an 

adequate temptation. An accommodating spirit is 

generally associated with a facility in morality, 

There are occasions on which I might expect 
statesmen and patriots to elevate themselves above 
those irresponsible influences, but the day has 
passed, I’ am afraid, when such men are to be 
Í found. And in making this statement I will not 
| ter away one leaf from the history of the North. 
I will not deprive the North of an iota of credit 
that is her due. The past is secure, and I speak 
of it only in an historical point of view; bat Twill | 
not sit here and hear doctrines expressed which 
in their consequences must degrade a portion of 
the Confederacy, and deprive posterity of the 
rights which we have ourselves inherited. 

I willask the Secretary to read a letter of the 
Senator from Ohio, because, as I have attributed 
to it an influence, the letter itself will furnish the 
evidence upon which I have based it. 

The Secretary read as follows: 


legislative capacities, they must not take any action against 
| slavery, but leave the slaveholders &t liberty to introduce 
| slaveholding wherever they can. : 

This, if E understand it, ts the ground of the Washington 
Union, which has been approved by a number of Demo- 
cratie prints in the free States, and universally, I believe, 'as 
well it might be, in the slave States. , . ; 

Now, it is my deliberate opinion that it is utterly imprac- 
ticable to unite the democracy on this platform in the free 
States. i J 

The 
taining, as € 
occupying, as they. will 
the slavery question an 


free domocracy can never accede to it; and main- 
they do, the cardinal: doctrinegof democracy, and 
, &hojd and independent position orn 
d evèry other, the’ people who Jove 
boldness and independence will rally around they in such 
numbers thatit will be utterly impossible for compromising 
democracy to carry a respectable number of the free States, 
and they must, as heretofore, divide the free States with 
compromising Whiggism, Success, therefore; on the noñ- 
intervention platfornris, for the old democracy, yuite out of 
the question. p : 

The free democracy 
the Constitution requires; non-m 
the legislation of the States on the 
neither the history of the country, 
the country, warrants non-interven sS 
slavery in territories and elsewhere, without tbe limits of 
any Siate, but within the exclusive jurisdiction of the Na- 
tional Government. Slavery in such territory or places can- 
not, under a strict construction of the Constitution, exist at 
all. Slavery in such territory or places ought at least to. be 
prohibited by Congress. g . i 

I have regretted to see certain expressions attributed to 
John Van Buren, calculated to revive unpleasant feelings—~ 
such as, that the national democratic party is dissolved, gh 
would prefer to say, that the national democratic party Isan 
process of regeneration—in progress, obeying thatiaw of, 
progress which all its doctrines recognize, from the old plát- 
form of non-intervention to the Jeffersonian platform of sta- 
very restriction and discouragement. Irseems. to me. that 
the party in the free States ought at once to advance to, the 
Jeffersonian ground, and there unite In indissoluble phalanx 
with their brethren of the free democracy. Let the party 
in the slave States advance to the saine ground. Perhaps; 
in advancing, some may desert and go over to the Conserv- 
S: he sliéve States, the party must gu into 


believe in non-intervention, such as 
tervention by Congress with 
subjectof slavery. But 
nor the Constitution of 
tion by Congress with , 


atives. Possibly in t X i 
| a. temporary m nprity- Let it be so. The compensation 
will be found in the concentration, unaninity, the invinei- 


moecracy in the free States. Trium- 
nd strong, by the strength of their 
s, the democracy can elect 
nees, in despite 


bility of the united de: 
phant iñ the free States, a 
principles, even in the slave States, t 
its national candidates, under such circumsta 
of all opposition. | 
Such are my Views. 
will prove. their correctness. 


i 


I feel a strong confidence that time 
I am-a.democrat, uaresesv- 
edly, anad.I feel earnestly solicitous for the snccess of the 
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My DEAR Six: I observe indications: in various quarters 


demaeratic organization and: the triumph of its principles. 
| The doctrines of the democracy, on the subjects of trade, 
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currency, and special privileges, command. the entire assent | 
of my judgment... But I cannot, while boldly asserting their 4 


principles in reference to these subjects, shrink from: their jf 


just application to-slavery.. T should feel guilty of shameful | 
dereliction of duty if E did... You know what multitudes 
now sympathize with me, and how truly. It is this very 
fidelity to democratic principles which mikes it impossible 


for them to compromise with slavery. What a melancholy |i 


| 


spectacle it would be to see the democratic party embracing 
defeat by such.a compromise, and- thus making it necessary 
for. hundreds of thousands of the truest Democrats in -the 
land to choose between adhesion to party and adhesion. to 
principle ! 

The counsels of the Washington Union tend to this, and 
in my judgment cannot be safely followed. | I shalt be very 
glad to hear from. you on this subject, and meanwhile re- 
inain, truly, your friend, x S. P. CHASE. 


‘J. G. BRESLIN, Esq. 


Mn BUTLER. Now, sir; who are in favor of 
union and who of disunion, according to the sen- 
timents there, expressed. ‘The gentleman says it ; 
makes a sectional party in the programme of his | 
party organization. The basis of his party is to | 
proscribe the South, or to presume on desertion | 
and treason. Its minority is the predicate of his | 
whole sage ‘superstructure of party organization. | 


This is the emanation of the new-light politicians, || 


who would throw into the shade of their contrast 
the statesmen who have preceded them. Those | 
who go over to them are of the true faith, whilst 
those who adhere to their ancient privileges and 
constitutional positions are called deserters. Sir, |! 
the southern man who goes over on this question jj 
will be regarded as a traitorous criminal, who has | 
given up his constituents for lucre. The South has 
its peculiar institution, and it is the duty of her | 
representatives to defend it to the last extremity— 
itis the defence of our firesides. _ If I were to ap- 
ply a meaning to the language used by the gentle- 
men, it would be very different from that: which | 
he has given. - Oh, yes, these gentlemen who are | 
for taking care of our slaves, who express so much 
sympathy for them, who are for universal eman- 
cipation, and who cannot listen to any proposition 
which falls short of what they in their visionary 
conceptions suppose will eventuate in the freedom 
of the whole human race, when applied to on the 
part of emancipated slaves, deny them soil upon | 
which to rest the soles of their feet. They preach | 
to the slave his right of rebellion against his mas- 
ter. So long as he can hold out to him the means | 
of running away, they are ready and willing to | 
countenance him; but when they become free, we | 
find on the part of those gentlemen a hostility | 
equal to the love they professed. 
When John Randolph, a distinguished citizen 
of Virginia—that State which gave to the gentle- 
man’s State its existence, with that ordinance | 
which has been said to have been dictated by the 
very spirit of freedom, whilst in consequence it | 
. has been pregnant with mischief—Mr. Randolph | 
gave freedom to his slaves, imagining that they 
would easily find a place of refuge in territory 
made free by Virginia. And what was the fact? 
They were driven out of Ohio at the point of the 
bayonet. But, sir, if they had gone into the State 
as fugitives from their master, in violation of the 
master’s rights, they would readily have found a 
home. H 
Mr. CHASE. Will the gentleman allow me | 
to corréct him as to a matter of fact? 
cipated slaves of Mr. Randolph are, at this day, 
living in Ohio. Ohio desires a homogeneous pop- 
ulation, and does not desire a population of varied 
character, But she drives no person from her ter- 
ritory at the point of the bayonet or otherwise. 
Mr. BUTLER. When the emancipated slaves 
of Mr. Randolph first entered Ohio they were not 
permitted to remain. There has been some alter- 
ation made since, I believe, in the laws of Ohio. 
Whether they are now in that State I cannot say. | 
Iam merely stating an historical fact that they | 
were not allowed to remain upon first entering the | 
State. The gentleman cannot change the state of | 
the case by his assertion, and he need not attempt | 
to distort the facts, because I know the history to | 


be as I have stated. Yes, sir, they have proposed || 


and voted for- | 
Mr. HUNTER. Will my friend allow me to 
set him right in regard to this matter? I under- | 
stand that the executor of Mr. Randolph’s estate 
paid nine thousand dollars for“a farm for these | 
emancipated blacks in Ohio, and when they went | 
to take possession they were driven off by men 
armed with gans and pistols, and never permitted 
to setile upon the land that had thus been pur- 
chased. for them. à 


| 
i 
} 
i 
j 


| by vulgar ribaldry, than in a situation in which 


i| whose condition is the subject of such sublime so- | 


The eman- || 


- Mr. BUTLER. I thank my friend for this 
statement; it is a consuming refutation of what the 
gentleman has asserted. -They reached Ohio only 
under the garb of being servants; they claimed || 
their civil rights by appearing to be slaves to those | 
who denounce slavery, &c. I believe that the 
only way. to be received favorably in Ohio is fora 
man to represent himself as a runaway slave. In 
their wondrous philanthropy they give them pro- | 
tection if they represent themselves as ranaway 
Slaves, “But the gentleman front Virginia has 
given you the true history of this matter, and 1 -do 
not stand corrected by any explanation that the | 
| gentleman from Ohio has given. . 
| But I was about to allude to the views of gen- 
| tlemen in regard to California, and I shall have 
occasion to speak of that hereafter. I have no 
| doubt they suppose that slaveholders are to be pro- 
hibited from carrying their property there, and 
| perhaps that blacks will be excluded altogether. | 
L will put the question to those who propose this | 
sublime doctrine—I will- put it to the gentleman 
from New Hampshire, and I believe he is at least 
candid, I will do him. the justice to say this—if ! 
the South send ten thousand slaves to-morrow to 
a free State, with a view to make them free, shall 
we not be permitted to do so? Ido not believe 
i 


i 


+ 


the gentleman can answer the question. There is | 
not, sir, a non-slaveholding State in the Union 
that would receive our slaves if we chose to send 
them there. 

I myself have had an agency in sending some 
free people of color to Ohio; and they were better 
off under a tolerated existence in South Carolina, 
where their rights would not have been invaded 


they feel all the effects of exclusion—where free- | 
dom is talked of and where privilege is denied— ; 
where philanthropy in profession covers oppres- | 
sion. 

Itis the interference of these pseudo-philanthro--!i 
pists which has prevented the masters and mis- | 
tresses of slaves from setting them free. - We can- | 
not do it now, sir, for we cannot send them into | 


{ 
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those States where the institution does not exist. 


i 
Nor can we, according to the doctrine of these gen- | 
tlemen, send them to California or New Mexico. 
Why, sir, if they were to go into any free State, 
do you suppose they would be tolerated? What 
is to become of these people in favor of whom 
there have been such sublime sermons preached, 


licitude? Those gentlemen have taken the blacks | 
| under their especial care. Baneful influences are 
exerted over them to make them dissatisfied with | 
the condition in which they are placed, whilst 
there is no substantial mode pointed out to better 
their condition. The slave, under such influences, 
| is made a rebel against his master, only that he į 
may become an outcast and a pauper in the midst 

of his professed friends, but in fact real enemies. 

Incendiary publications are disseminated among 

them, and with a view to seduce them from their 

fidelity. Why, the very speeches which gentle- 

| men make on this floor, | pay for in part under 

| the post office arrangements in sending them to 

my State, that they may be disseminated and read 

by or to the blacks; those speeches by which they 

| are to be rendered dissatisfied with their condition. 

I have no right to quote from the speech of an 

honorable gentleman, who declared to me once 

that you cannot better the condition of the slaves 

as a mass, if the relation of master and slave could 

be dissolved to-morrow. You cannot give them 

the rights of freemen. The free States have re- 

fused it. I speak of Pennsylvania particularly; I 

do not know how far the remark will apply to the 

other States. You give them but the name of | 
| freedom, but none of its fruits. The condition of | 
| the slave could not be bettered. But the gentle- | 
man has denied that the free States are by clubs 

and associations making efforts to affect the condi- 

tion of the slave and his master. How do so 

many printed pamphlets find their way in the | 
| slave States? How have these incendiary publi- | 
cations found their way into South Carolina? | 
Bundles of them have been found in our post of- [| 
fices. One individual has been indicted, but I for- | 
bear alluding to his case, as I would not control | 
the administration of justice. 

But, sir, in the case alluded to, there is reason 
to suppose that a combination has been formed to 
produce a revolution in South Carolina on the 
slave question. The pamphlets are now to be 


i 
f 


found, with an aim that cannot be;mistaken. They 
are incendiary publications in every sense of the 
word, and written from the worst of mòtives. 
There is a gentleman (Mr. Babbit) who has gone 
to South Carolina, and there was found in his pos- 
session large quantities of pamphlets and other 
documents, which were calculated to produce a 
revolution in the South. He stated that he did 
not design their dissemination, but there they are 
in the post office, like a torch near a powder mag- 
azine, at this day. `~ 

Mr. HALE. Were they addressed to whites 
or blacks? ` 

Mr. BUTLER. They were addressed, I sup- 
pose, to some of your whites——whites who think 
like yourself. That is the best answer I can 
make. f 

Mr. HALE. Then there are some persons of 
my way of thinking at the South. 

Mr. BUTLER. Yes, there are some who travel 
from your part of the country, and who, having 
been fostered by our hospitality, have basely taken 
advantage of us, and committed treason against 
our institutions. It is certain that these papers are 
sent there with a view to be used. Ido notknow 
whether Babbit is guilty or not. “I shall make no 
charge. , 

The gentleman has declared that he is notaware 


| thatany persons are associated for the purpose of 


sending these documents, Indeed, I am happy to 
hear that he does not; but such documents are to 
be found, and I am sorry to believe that some of 


i these documents have been actually written by 


some of those persons who have removed from the 
South to Ohio. That they do write such docu- 
ments under the sanction of an association, I have 
no hesitation in saying. The purpose and purport 
of the whole thing is, these men travel about under 
the ostensible calling of selling drugs, that these” 
mischievous documents shall be disseminated; and 
I am sure the gentleman must regard them as mis- 
chievous, if he believes what he says, for he saya 
that he is opposed to interference; and yet, sir, 
there is interference continually. 

I had no idea of taking up the time of the Sen- 
ate; but when I saw the gentleman from Ohio rise 
here in his place and preach harmony, and under 
the garb of moderation to cloak his real feelings, E 
could not refrain from making an exposure of his, 
true attitude to the issues involved in the discus- 
sion. 

I shall. not say here whatthe South will do, The 
honor and interests of these States will be safe now 
in their own keeping. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Mr. President, I 
do not know that I should have said anything 
upon this occasion but for the fact that the Senator 
from New Hampshire [Mr. Hare] has made 
several points, and announced them in connection 
with the fact that he is about to be absent from the 
Senate. His speech was quite in keeping, sir, 
with many of the acts I have witnessed on the part 
of that Senator, Jt was characteristic with him to 
make a speech upon this subject just before he 
was to leave the Senate, that he may avail himself 


; Of it, as I suppose, in the region he is about to visit, 


as food for agitation, and as evidence of his prow- 
ess upon the floor. _ On this occasion, he has taken 
as his theme the defence of the factory laborer-— 
the intellectual cultivation and excellent morality 
of his constituents; and in order to produce con- 
viction, I thought it exceeding well, quite prudent, 
I will not say how necessary, that he should an- 
nounce that it was his colleague, and not himself, 


| who dwelt among and was to be regarded as the 


representative of so praiseworthy a population, so 


| high in the scale of humanity, so moral, so intelli- 


gent and proper in all things. J thought it well, 
sir, thatit was his colleague whom the honorable 
Senator located in the midst of such superior sam- 
ples of humanity. : 

Mr. HALE. Will the honorable Senator per- 
mit me to interrupt him? I stated that my col- 
league resided in one manufacturing village of the 
kind I have described, and that I reside myself in 
another of the same kind. 

Mr. DAVIS. I thought the Senator said it was 
his colleague who resided among these remarkable 
people; but as he has now corrected the statement, 
ican only wonder the more that, coming himself 
from the midst of a population so moral, so ac- 
complished, and instructed, therefore to be sup- 
posed so regardful of the rights of others, so 
regardful of the Constitution as those he has the 
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honor to represent, he should make demonstra- 
tions such as he is constantly exhibiting upon this 
floor. | thought it well, as I understood him first, 
but now it assumes a more dubious form; and 
without the high eulogy which he delivered upon 
that population, and which I suppose he is to take 
home with him, I should have. doubted. their 
claims to such and so numerous virtues. -I trast 
he will take home with him also the speech he de- 
livered the other day upon this floor, in which he 
announced that all those petitions and memorials 
are a mere trick, intended for electioneering purpo- 
ses; that this agitation is a mere game, intended to 
cajole the people; that it is all a very harmless mat- 
ter; that it means really nothing, except to keep up 
an excitement, and secure votes to candidates atelec- 
tion time. I hope that the Senator will repeat that 
speech to these people when he happens to attend 
meetings whence these and similar resolutions go 
forth, When the people in any quarter of this 
Union are about to be lashed into fury against the 
institutions of the remaining States by the prompt- 
ings of fanaticism, and urged to assail that. of 
which they know nothing, Í hope that he will rise 
and tell them how mean a spirit, how corrupt a 
purpose, and how empty are the declarations 
which have provoked them to this madness. Let 
him tell them, as he told the Senator from Ver- 
mont, when he referred to the introduction of 
these resolutions, that it is a convenience to get up 
resolutions of the sort when aSenator is to be 
elected. I think, sir, this would be far better than 
any constitutional argument, or, if such thing could 
be supposed there, than any southern address 
which could be delivered. I think it would recall 
the patriotism and the justice even of the Senator’s 
own constituency to a sense of their folly and rash- 
ness—recall them from their wild war upon the 
rights of others, and cause them to reflect how far 
they had been made the unwilling instruments of 
mere demagogues, seeking to elevate themselves at 


their expense and the expense of the country, by 


means of exciting their jealousy and passion. 

But the Senator makes another declaration which 
surprises me—not being very well informed in re- 
lation to his private history—that he is not a mem- 
ber of any of those associations which are opera- 
ting in the North against the institutions of the 
South, and that he knows nothing of them. Tam 
glad to hear it; and can now understand his decla- 
ration, that he knows of no associations for the 
purpose of printing incendiary publications, to be 
circulated at the South. We do know it, and itis 
strange that he does not. Why, sir, the New 
York Anti-Slavery Society sends out more publi- 
cations, I believe, thax the Senate “of the United 
States. They are sent not only into the southern 
States; but, sir, that society has printed numerous 
publications for the express purpose of circulation 
in California; and the purpose has been avowed, by 
means of agents and publications gratuitously dis- 
tributed, to prevent slavery from being admitted 
into the constitution of California. Not only this, 
but they are associated in close affiliation with 
similar societies in Great Britain and Scotland. 
They acknowledge the contributions of those so- 
cieties to be applied to these very objects for which 
they are laboring, according to their own reports. 
It is very strange that we, who stand so far off, 
should know so much more in relation to these 
matters than the Senator from New Hampshire. 
Yet, sir, | am glad that it is so—that such is the 
fact-—because it exonerates the Senator from New 
Hampshire from much of that culpability which 
we had heretofore assigned to him. A | 

Mr. President, I always enter into the discussion 
of the slavery question with feelings of reluctance; 
and only because I am forced into it by those who, 
having nothing to do with it, nevertheless indecent- 
ly interfere in our domestic affairs here, I have 
done so. Sir, it is a melancholy fact, that morn- 
ing after morning, when we come here to enter Into 
the business of the Senate, our feelings should be 
harrowed up by the introduction of this exciting 
and profitless subject, and we be compelled to listen 
to insults heaped upon our institutions. Sir, there 
is no man who comes here to represent his con- 
stituency for high and useful purposes, and who 
feels upon himself the obligation of his oath to 
maintain the Constitution of the United States, who 
could thus act, from. day to day, for the purpose 
of disturbing the usefal legislation of the country 
—for no other purpose than to insert another brand 
nto the fame which every reflecting, sober man 


now sees‘threatens to consume. the fabric.of our 
Government. - We of the South stand now, as we 
have.always stood, upon the defensive. We raised 
not this question; but when raised, it is our duty 
to defend ourselves. For one, sir, my purposes 
are to keep down this species of excitement, both 
here and at home. I know the temper of those 
whom I represent, and they require no promptings 
to resist aggression or insult. I know their deter- 
mination.. It is well and deéply taken, and will be 
shown when the crisis comes. They make no 
threats against any one, and leastof all against the 
Union, for which they have made such heavy and 
continued sacrifices. ‘They know their rights, 
while they feel their wrongs; and they will main- 
tain the one, resent the other, if it may be, will pre- 
serve our constitutional Union; but the Union 
without the Constitution they hold to be a curse. 
With the Constitution, they will never abandon it. 
We, sir, are parties to this Union only under the 
Constitution, and there is no power known-in the 
world-that could dictate to my little State a Union 
in which her rights were continually disrespected 
and trampled upon by an unrestrained majority. 
The present generation, sir, will maintain the char- 
acter their fathers won. They wel} know how to 
sustain the institutions which they inherited, even 
by civil war, if that be provoked. They will 
march up to this issue, and meet it face to face. 

This is our position; you have not respected it. 
I know yours, and cannot respect it; and know- 
ing it, I came to this session of Congress with 
melancholy forebodings—with apprehension that 
it might be the last of our Government. I still 
trusted, however, in the intelligence and patriot- 
ism of the masses, for 1 have long since said that 
I put no faith in politicians. I feel that they have 
raised a storm which they cannot control. They 
have invoked a spirit which they cannotallay, and 
dare not confront. And yet I believe that the de- 
scendants of the Franklins, the Hancocks, and 
the Adamses, if they saw our institutions about 
to be destroyed by a mean and captious exercise 
of the power of demagogues to press to a fatal ex- 
tremity aggressions upon our rights by the North, 
would rise up in their strength, and would enforce 
the justice and obligations of the Constitution. 
This is no indication of any confidence which I 
put in their representatives; with them I am ready 
to meet this issue face to face; and if the represent- 
atives of that people think proper to sow the 
seeds of dissension, and to inflame the passions 
and prejudices of one section, whilst they drive 
the other by every possible provocation to the 
pôint of civil war, then all I have to say is, that 
the representatives of the South, true to their con- 
stituency, are prepared to meet the issue here and 
now. If this is to be the hot-bed of civil war, if 
trom this as a center the evil is to radiate through- 
out our country, here let the first battle be fought! 
If gentlemen come here constantly to press upon 
us, strip us of our rights, to move the people of 
one section of the nation to hostility against the 
other, I hope that those who have brought the 
country to this crisis will meet the first test. 

Mr. President, it is no part of the business of a 
southern representative here to deliver panegyrics 
upon the attachment of his constituents to the 
Union. We have proved our love of the Union 
and our devotion to it too often and too long to 
require such declarations. Let those who feel 
that it may be doubted make their declarations of 
fidelity to the Union; we have nothing of the kind 
todo. If the State of Vermont chooses to send 
to the Senate of the United States insulting resolu- 
tions relating to her sister States, let the Senators 
and: Representatives of that State do their duty in 
relation to them; and as I say nothing against a 
sovereign State, I will only say to those Senators 
that I regret that Vermont has not now such con- 
stitutional scruples as actuated her in the war of 
1812, and that shé does not keep her resolutions 
within her own limits, in this war of aggression, 
as she attempted to keep her troops during that 
war. 

I regret that I shall have to part with many 
friends with whom I have uniformly acted in the 
Senate, upon the motion, now pending, to print 
these resolutions. I would agree to print them, 
however offensive they might be, if the State had 
sent them to the Senate. The State has a right to 
speak to the Senate, and be heard. But I accept 
the argument of the Senator from Georgia, which 
has improperly, as it seems to me, been called 


special pleading, that they are the property of the, 
Senators to whom they are directed, and I perceive 
no obligation requiring them to-have: been placed 
before the Senate. They are instructions addressed. 
to them, with reference to their own duties, and 
might just as well remain.in their own pockets as” 
to lie upon the tableof the Senate. ‘I hold them 
to be unjust, to be untrue, offensive, insulting, 
treasonable to the Constitution; and I will noten- 
dorse them by my vote. I have thus briefly stated, 
my reasons. i 

Mr. PHELPS. Idid not mean to be driven 
again into this discussion, And I believe I should 
content myself with repeating what I said. the 
other day, that if any man has met this subject, 
troublesome, vexatious asit is, with a feeling of 
coolness and deliberation, it is the Senator ffom 
Vermont; but some charges have been made from 
which I desire an opportunity to vindicate myself, 

I do not wish to go into the discussion now, 
but, after the remarks that have been made by the 
Senator from Mississippi, I feel it a duty which I 
owe to myself, as well as to those whom I repre- 
sent, that I should present my vindication. And 
if the Senate will indulge me until to-morrow, as 
it is now late, I will endeavor to do so in as brief a 
manner as possible. . 

The subject was passed by informally accord- 
ingly. ' 

On motion, it was ordered that. when the Senate 
adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 

On motion of Mr. CASS, the Senate proceeded 
to the consideration of Executivé business; and, 
after some time spent therein, the doors were re- 
opened. i , 

On motion of Mr. UNDERWOOD, 

Ordered, That the petition in the case of William R. 
Campbell, George Myers, and John Kincart, be withdrawn 
from the files. 


Mr. HAMLIN presented the memorial of Ru- 
fus Dwinell, asking compensation for damages 
sustained from a non-performance by the Post 
Office Department of a contract for carrying the 
mail; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. a : 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a communication from the Treasury Department, 
made in compliance with a resolution of the Sen- 
ate calling for a return of the petition and papers 
of Horace Southmayd & Son to the Senate; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce, 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print-. 
ing, to which was referred the motion to print the 
memorial of cetain citizens of Ohio asking that. 
a portion of the debates and proceedings of ‘the 
Senate may be printed in phonetic character, ré~ 
ported against printing the same; which was 
agreed to. i 

Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to which was referred the bill for the 
relief of Cincinnatus Trousdale and John G. Con- 
nelly, of Arkansas, reported the same without 
amendment. Lak 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, to. which was referred the 
map of the Valley of Mexico and memoir of Lt. 
Smith and Capt. Hardcastle, of the United States 
Topographical Engineers, reported that the com- 
mittee had considered the same, and reported the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the map of the Vahey of Mexico, by Lieut. 
Smith and Capt. Hardcastle, of the United States Topo- 
graphical Engineers, be engraved, under the direction of the 
Topographical Bureau, and, with the accompanying me- 
moir, be printed for the use of the Senate. 

Resolved, further, That there be printed two thousand 
extra copies for the use of the Senate, and five hundred 
extra copies for the use of the Topographical Bureau. 

The report was agreed tọ. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned.: 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frivay, January 11,1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. DANIEL submitted the following resolu- 


tion, which was agreed to: 

olved, That Jeave be given to withdraw the papers in 
ieee of Ò. H. Dibble, from the files of the House, and 
that the same be referred to the Committee. of Claus. 


` -OFFICERS OF THE HOUSE. 


The SPEAKER. The first business before the 
House this morning is the election of a Clerk = 
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THE CONGRE 


Jan. Hi, 


The tellers are requested to resume their seats at 
the table. i 

Mr. JONES, on his own motion, was excused 
from further service as a teller, on account of a 
difficulty in hearing. 

Mr. Rosixson was appointed in his stead. 

Mr. ASHMUN moved that there be a call of 


the House; on which motion he asked’ the yeas’ 


and nays; which were ordered, and being taken, 
were—yeas 93, nays 104. : 

So a call of the House was- refused. Jar 

The tellers, Messrs. Evans of Ohio, Concer of 
New York, Bow. of Missouri, and Rosinson of 
Indiana, then resumed. their seats at the Clerk’s 
table-as tellers to count the votes. ` j 

The roll was then called the eighteenth time, 
‘The tellers reported that 213 votes had been given 
in; necessary to a choice 107; of which 

Mr. Campbell received. ........0..00006 96 

Mr. Forney... ee sseccese ccc cceeeeee 98 


Mr. French... ..02. lee ccccscscceoccoes 18 
Mr. Foot... .....cceeee Erreur 3 
Mr. Prindle ..... wie eerie 2 
Mr. Gouverneur .........scerceeeceeee I 

213 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Camphell—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, | 


Andrews, Ashmun, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, 
Brooks, Burrows, Chester Bauer, Thoinas B. Butler, E. C. 
Cabell, Joseph P. Caldwell; Catvin, Casey, Chandler, Clark, 
Clingman, Cote, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Deherry, Dixon, 
Duer, Duncan, Alexander Evans, Fowler, Frecdley, Gentry, 
Goodenow, Gott, Godld, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, 
Hay, Haymond. Henry, Houston, Howe, Hunter, James L. 
Johusou, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. Kilig, James G. 
King, Jahn A. King, Marshall, Matteson, McKissock, Finis 
E. McLean, Moore, Morehead, Morton, Nelson, Newell, 
Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Owen, Phoenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, 


Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell,Rose,Rumsey,Sackett,Schenck, | 


Schermerborn, Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Silvester, Spalding, 
Sprague, Stanly, Alexander H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, 


Taylor, John B. Thompson, Thurman, Toombs, Underhill, | 


Vinton, Watkins, White, Williams, and Winthrop, 


For John W. Forney—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, | 


Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert 
G. Brown, Buel, Burt, George A. Caldwell, Cleveland, How- 
ell Cobb, W. R. W. Cobb, Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, Doty, 
Daunham, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, Fuller, Gerry, 
Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hackett, Hall, Hamilton, Ham- 
mond, Haralson, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, 
‘Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland Holliday, Hubbard, 
Inge, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kauf- 
man, La Sere, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, MeClernand; 
MeDonald, McDowell, MéLanahan, Robert M. McLane, 
McMullen, McQueen, McWillie, Meade, Miller, Morris, 
Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Potters 
‘Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Saw- 
telle, Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, 
Pasman ut Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James 
‘Thompson, William ‘Thompson, Venable, Walden, Waldo, 
Wallace, Wellborn, and Young. 

Yor Mr. French—Messrs. Bingham, Booth, W., J, Brown, 
J. Cable, Campbell, Carter, Durkee, Harlan, Julian, P. King, 
Lefer, McGaughey, Root, Tuck, Whittlesey, Wilmot, Wil- 
son, and Wood. 

For Mr. Foot—Messrs. Allen, Crowell, and H. Mann. 

Jor Mr. Prindle—Messrs. Giddings and Meacham. 

For Mr. Gouverneur—Mr. Holmes. 


No choice. 

Mr. BISSELL declined to vote, having, he said, 
paired off with an absent colleague. 

The roll was again called—being the nineteenth 
time. The tellers reported that 218 votes had been 
given in; necessary to a choice 110; of which 

Mr. Campbell received.....0.....00644 103 


Mr. Forney ...... eeseessese. OF 
Mr. French.......00.. sarsi AB 
Mr. Foot......7....6. . 8 
Mr, Prindle-ccscccevesenestecssevcvese’ 2 

; 218 


The following is the vote in detail: 

For Thomas J. Campbell—Messts. Alexander, Alston, An- 
derson, Andrews, Acbmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, 
Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas 
B. Bauer, E, C. Cabell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Camp- 
bell, Casey, Chandler, Clark, Clingman, Cole, Conger, Con- 
rad, Corwin, Deberry, Diekey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Alex. 
Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freediey, Gentry, Goade- 
now, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Hay- 
mond, Henry, Hilliard, Houston, Howe, Hubbard, James L. 
Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. 
King, John A. King, Marshall, Matteson, McKissock, Finis 
E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Morton, Nelson, 
Newell, Ogle, Orr, Otis, Outlaw, Owen, Phenix, Pitman, 
Patnam, Reed, Reynolds, Ristey, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, 
Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schooleraft, Shepperd, 
Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, Stanly, A. H. Stephens, Thad. 
Stevens, Taylor, John B. Thompson, Thurman, Toombs, 
Underhill, Venable, Vinton, Watkins, White, Williams, 
Winthrop, and Woodward. 

For John W. Forney—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, 


Bay, Bayly, Reale, Bissell, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, ! 
h Cable, G. A. Caldwell, | 


Albert G. "Brown, Buel, Burt, Jose 
Carter, Cleveland, Howell Cobb, 


ig > aR: W. Cobb, Colcock, 
Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, Doty, 


Dunham, Edmundson, 


| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 


Ewing; Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry; Gilmore, Gorman. 


Harris, S. W. Harris, T. L. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Hol, 
liday, Holmes, Inge, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, 
Jones, Kaufman, La Sere, Littlefield; Job Mann, Mason, 
McClernand, MeDonald, McDowell, McLanaban, Robert M. 
McLane; McMullen, McQueen; MeWillie, Meade; Miller, 
Morris, Morse, Olds, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Potter, 
Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Saw- 
telle, Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H Stanton, 
Stetson, Sjrong, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacoh Thompson, Jas. 
| Thompson, William Thontpson, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, 
Wellborn, Whittlesey, and Young. 

For Mr. French—Messrs. Booth, W. J. Brown, Durkee, 
Harlan, Julian, Preston King, Leffler, McGaughey; Root, 
‘Tuck, Wilson; Wood; and Wilmot. 

For Mr. Foot—Messrs. Allen; Crowell, and Horace Mann, 

For Mr. Prindle—Messrs. Giddings and Hunter. 

No choice. 

Mr. HOLMES moved that when the House 
adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 

Mr. CLINGMAN asked the yeas and nays, but 
| withdrew the demand. 

Mr. HOLMES withdrew his motion. 

Mr. HARLAN moved that the House adjourn. 

The question was taken, and decided in the 
negative, without a division. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The roll was then called, for the twentieth time. 
| The tellers reported that 221 votes had been given 
in; necessary to a choice 111; of which 

Mr. Campbell received 

Mr. Forney....... 

Mr. French....... 


Po Me Footiss es icisc anisessaccsssweceeees. 2 
Mr: Pridie essees carere eassa aa ] 
221 


| The following is the vote in detail: 

For Thomas J. Campbell—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, 
Anderson, Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, 
Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, C. Butler, T. B. 
Butler, &. C. Cabell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Camphell, 
Cascy, Chandler, Clark, Clingman, Colcock, Cole, Conger, 
Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, 
Duncan, A. Evans, N. Evans, Ewing, Fowler, Freedley, 
Gentry , Goodenow, Gott, Gould; Grinnell, Halloway, Hamp- 
ton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, Houston, 
Howe, Hubbard, Hunter, J. L. Johnson, Kerr, D. P. King, 
G.G. King, J. G. King, J. A. King, Marshall, Matteson, Me- 
Gaughey, McKissock, Finis E. McLean, McQueen, Meach- 
am, Moore, Morehead, Morton, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, Orr, 
Otis, Outlaw, Owen, Phenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Rey- 
nolds, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, 
Schermerborn, Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Silvester, Spalding, 
Sprague, Stanly, Alexander H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, 
Taylor, J. B. Thompson, Thurman, Toombs, Venable, Vin- 
ton, Wallace, Watkins, White, Williams, Wilson, Win- 
throp, and Woodward. 

For John W. Forney—Messrs. Albertson, Ashé, Averett, 
Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, 
Boyd, Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, Jos. 
Cable, George A. Caldwell, Carter, Cleveland, Howell 
Cobb, W., R. W. Cobb, Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, Doty, Dun- 
ham, Edmundson, Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gil- 
more, Gorman, Green, Hackett, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, 
Haralson, I. G. Barris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. 
Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holliday, Holmes, Inge, Andrew 
Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Joves, Kaufman, La Sere, 
Leffler, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, McClernand, Me- 
Donald, McDowell, MeLanahan, Robert M. MeLane, Me- 
Mallen, MeWillie, Meade, Milter, Millson,; Morris, Morse, 
| Olds, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Potter, Powell, Rich- 
ar dson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross; Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, 
| F. P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweet- 
; ser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, William 
Thompson, Watden, Waldo, Wellborn, Whittlesey, Wood, 
and Young. 

For Mr. French—Messrs. Bingham, Booth, Durkee, Har- 
fan, Julian, P. King, Root, Tuck; and Wilmot. 

For Mr. Foot—Messrs. Allen and H. Mann. 

For Mr. Prindle—Mr. Giddings. 


Messrs. ORR, WALLACE, CROWELL, and 
EWING, changed their votes before the result was 
announced, remarking that they did so with a 
view to put an end to this protracted controversy. 
| Other members also changed their votes. 
| Mr. Camrpetr having received a majority of all 
the votes, was declared to be duly elected Clerk of 
this House for the Thirty-first Congress. 

There was some applause, which was promptly 
checked by the SPEAKER. 

Mr. Camppextjwas then sworn. 

Mr. WOOD said, he was extremely gratified 
that the southern Democrats had shown their true 
principles-And position in the result of the last bal- 
Jot; that he felt relieved; and that a dissolution of 
all political connection between the northern and 
southern Democracy ought to take place. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, desired to put a 
question to the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Woop. } 

The SPEAKER put the question to the House, 
whether unanimous consent should be given? 

Objections were made. 


SERGEANT-AT-ARMS, 


l The SPEAKER said that the'next business in 


Green, Hackett, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, I. G- | 


order, under the rules of the House, would be the 
election of a Sergeant-at-arms. . 

Mr. CONRAD moved that when the House ad- 
journs, it adjourn to meet on Monday néxt. © 

Mr, CLINGMAN asked the yeas and nays. 

Mr: CONRAD withdrew his motion. 

The SPEAKER said nominations were now in 
order for the office of Sergeant-at-arms. 

Mr. Sackerr nominated Senter: M. Giddings, 
of New York. ; 

Mr. Breck nominated George C. Washington, 
of Maryland- ° ? 

Mr. Boxp nominated Newton Lane; of Ken- 
tucky. á : 

Mr. NeLson nominated James B. Mower, of 
New York. 

Mr. CrowerL nominated Nathaniel W. Adams, 
of New York. . 

Mr. Presron Kine nominated Richard R. 
Shekeli, of the District of Columbia. 

Mr. Tuappevus Stevens nominated James W. 
Moorhead, of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Scuenck nominated Arthur W. Fletcher, 
of Massachusetts. 

Mr. Josep Capiz nominated Jesse E. Dow, 
of the District of Columbia. 

Mr. Carrer nominated Hiram Walbridge, of 


i New York. 


Mr, Wiuiams nominated John A. Rodgers, of 
Pennsylvania. 
eae Vinton nominated James Morss, of New 

ork. 

Mr. CARTER, in making the nomination of 
Mr. Walbridge, remarked that he had done so 
against the wishes and protest of that gentleman. 
Notwithstanding which, he had determined to 
nominate him and support him. 

Mr. WOOD said that he rose for the purpose 
of nominating another slaveholder as a candidate 
for Sergeant-at-arms; but upon casting his eye 
around he.could not find one who did not either 


| hold an office or who had not already been nomi- 


nated; and that he would be compelled to sit down 
without carrying out his original intention. 

Mr. SWEETSER moved that the House ad- 
journ. 

The motion was rejected. 

The House then proceeded to vote viva voce for 
the election of Sergeant-at-arms; Messrs. Sackerr, 
Tompson of Kentucky; Parker, and Harris of 
Tennessee, acting as tellers, . f 

The roll was then called the first time. The 
tellers reported that 214 votes had been given in; 
necessary to a choice 108; of which 

Mr. Newton Lane received: .....s..s e.. .88 

Mr. S. M. Giddings 0... ccc. cc ee eee BS 

„Mr. James MOorss... secs e cece ee teens el 

Mr. James W. Moorhead. ...-...0000.. 16 

Mr. George C. Washington. .......6+60615 

Mr. James B. Mower........20 

Mr. Jesse E. Dow..... 

Mr. Richard R.. Shekell . 

Mr. James A. Rodgers...........0000 a 

Mr. Hiram Walbridge..........cceeeeee 

Mr. Arthur W. Fletcher..... 


- 214 

The following is the vote in detail : 

For Newton Lane—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, 
Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bocack, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, 
Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, George A. 
Caldwell, Howell Cobb, Williamson R; W. Cobb, Colcock, 
Daniel, Dimmick, Dunham, Edmundson, Ewing, Feather- 
stoa, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hack- 
ett, Hal, Hamilton, Haralson, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, 
S. W. Harris, T. L. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holliday, 
Hubbard, Inge, R. W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La Sere, 
Lefiier, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, McClernand, Mce- 
Donald, McDowell, R. M. McLane, McMullen, McQueen, 
McWillic, Meade, Miller, Morse, Orr, Parker, P Pe, 
Phelps, Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, 
Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, F. P, Stanton, Richard H. 
Stanton, Stetson, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Thomp- 
son, William Thompson, Venable, Waiden, Wallace, Well- 
born, Whittlesey, and Young. 

For Senter M. Giddings—Messrs. Alexander, Andrews, 
Bennett, Bokee, Briggs, Burrows, Cole, Corwin, Deberry, 
Dixon, Duer, Freedley, Goodenow, Gould, Halloway, Hay, 
Hebard, Henry, Hunter, Daniel P. King, George G. King, 
James G. King, J. A. King, Matteson, McGaughey, Me- 
Kissock, Finis E. McLean, Otis, Putnam, Rose, Sackett, 
Schermerhorn, Schooleraft, Spalding, and Sprague. 

For Mr. Morss—Measrs. Baker, T. B. Butler, Clingman, 
Conger, Duncan, N. Evans, Gott, Hilliard, Horace Mann, 
Meacham, Rockwell, Silvester, Stanly, A. H. Stephens, 
Thurman, Vinton, White, Newell, and Ontiaw: : 

For Mr. Moorhead—Messrs, C. Butler, Calvin, Camp- 
bell, Casey, Chandler, Dickey, Hampton, Haymond, Howe, 
J.L. Johnson, Moore, Morehead, Ogie, Pitman, Reed, and 
T. Stevens, 


1850. T 


For Mr. Washington—Messrs, Ashmun, Bowie, Breck, E. jj 


C. Cabell, Conrad, A. Evans, Grinnell, Houston, Kerr, Mor- 
ton, J. B. Thompson, Toombs, Wilson, Holmes, and Shep- 
perd. i i 

For Mr. Dow—Messrs. Bingham, Booth, Joseph Cable, 
Cleveland, Doty, A. Johnson, Peck,and Waldo. 

For Mr. Shekeli—Messrs. Alien, Durkee, Giddings, Ja-. 
jian, P. King, Root, Wilmot, and Tuck. k ~ 

For Mr. Mower—Messrs. Brooks, Clark, Owen, Rey- 
nolds, Risley, Rumsey, Taylor, Underhill, and Wilson. - 

For Mr. Rodgers—Messrs. Alston, J. P. Caldwell, Mar- 
shall, Williams, Anderson, and Gentry. ` 


For Mr. Walbridge—Messrs. Carter, Disney, Morri 
Olds, and Wood. G SA 5 y, Morris, 


geor Mr. Fletcher—-Messrs. Fowler, Schenck, and Wia- 
throp. $ 


For Mr: Adams—Messrs. Crowell and Phenix: 

Mr, HOUSTON moved that the House do now 
adjourn. 

The motion was rejected. 

Mr. CABLE now withdrew the name of Mr. 
Dow. 3 

In doing so, Mr, C. said, it was proper he 
should remark that he had presented the name of 
that gentleman without consultation with him, and 
that the nomination did not meet his approval. 

Mr. ALLEN nominated Jacob Bigelow, of the 
District.of Columbia. 

é Mr: CARTER withdrew the name of Mr. Wal- 
ridge, 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, withdrew the 
name of Mr. Moorhead. 

The roll was called the second time. The tellers 
reported that 214 votes had been given in; neces- 
sary to a choice 108; of which 
Mr, Lane received. ..ccesscseceeeurees 88 
Mr. Giddings... ccc cece ee eee eeeceeeee GL 
Mr. Washington. pages 18 
Mr, Morss oo... ese eeer eee 14 
Mr. Bigelow 
Mr. Rodgers eiiiai 
Mr. Walbridge ..essessserese . 
Mr. Dow .icecccccssccccccecccscccoes 
Mr.: Mower ..ccse este cece eee eeneeeces 
Mr. Fletcher ....0 ccs ees ee cee eee eeeee 
Mr. Adams seessosreeseecasesenoceses 
Mr. Shekell ....ssssssosesesoseseosese 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For Newton Lane—Messrs. Albertson, Averett, Bay, 
Bayly, Beale, Bocack, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. 
Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, George A. Cald- 
well, Howell Cobb, W. R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Daniel, Dun- 
ham, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, Ger- 
ry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hackett, Hall, Hamilton, Ham- 
mond, Haralson, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, S. W. Harris, 
Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holliday, Hubbard, 
Inge, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La Sere, Lef- 
fier, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, McClernand, McDonald, 
McDowell, Robert M. McLane, MeMuliens McQueen, Me- 
Willie, Meade, Miller, Morse, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Phelps, 
Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Sav- 
age, Sawtelle, Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H- 
Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James 
Thompson, William Thompson, Venable, Walden, Wallace, 
Wellborn, Whittlesey, Woodward, and Young. 

For Senter M, Giddings—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, 
Andrews, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Briggs, Burrows, Chester 
Butler, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, Cling- 
man, Cole, Conrad, Corwin, Deberry, Dixon, Duer,:-Dun- 
can, Fowler, Freedley, Goodenow, Gould,.Halloway, Hamp- 
ton, Hay, Hebard, Howe, Hunter, Daniel. P. King, George 
G. King, James G, King, Jobn A. King, Matteson, Mce- 
Gaughey, McKissock, Finis E: MeLean, Moore, Ogle, Otis, 
Outlaw, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rock- 
well, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, 
Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, Alexander H. Stephens, Thad- 
dens, Stevens, Thurman, and White. 

For Mr. Washington—Messrs. Ashmun, Bowie, Breck, 
E. C. Cabell, A. Evans, Grinnell, Henry, Holmes, Houston, 
J. L. Johnson, Kerr, Morehead, Stanly, J. B. Thompson, 
‘Toombs, Wilson, Morton, and Shepperd. 

For Mr. Morss—Messrs. Brooks, T. B. Butler, Clark, 
Conger, N. Evans, Gott, Hilliard, Horace Mann, Marshall, 
Meacham, Newell, Owen, Vinton, and Winthrop. 

For Mr. Bigelow—Messrs. Allen, Durkee, Giddings, Ju- 
lian, Preston King, Wilmot, and Tuck. 

For Mr. Rodgers—Messrs. Alston, Dickey, Gentry, Hay- 
mond, Watkins, and Williams. A 

For Mr. Dow—Messrs. Booth, Carter, 
Johnson, Waldo, and Peck. f 

For Mr. Walbridge—Messrs: Bingham, Disney, 
Morris, Olds, and Wood. i 

For Mr. Mower—Messrs. 
Underhill. 

For Mr. Fletcher—Messrs. Campbell and Schenck. 

For Mr. Adams—+r. Crowell. 

For Mr. Shekell—Mr. Root. 


No choice. 
On motion of Mr. KAUFMAN, the House 
then adjourned till to-morrow. 


Cleveland, Andrew 
Doty, 


Nelson, Pheenix, Taylor, and 


NOTICES FOR LEAVE TO REPORT BILLS. 
By Mr. BOWIE: A bill giving the assent of the United 
States to an wet of the General Assembly of Maryland, 


passed at the December session, eighteen hundred and forty- 


| of a law granting bounty land to the officers and soldiers of 


| who have died. 


four, chapter.two hundred and eighty-seven, relating to the 
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company. arate) 

By Mr. MOORE: -A bill “To discourage speculation in 
the public ‘lands, aud to secure homes thereon“to actual’ 
settlers and cultivators.” + 

Mr. CROWELL gave notice that.on to-morrow -or some 
subsequent day. of the session, he would ask leave to intro- 
duce a bill to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia, and 
for other purposes. i : 


PETITIONS, &e. 


The following petitions were presented under 
the rule, and referred’: a 

By Mr. BRIGGS: The memorial of Sarah Ann Hart and 
others, for relief from claims on security of her husband, 
who was purser in.the navy and was lost. 

By Mr. FOWLER: The petition of the heirs of Joshua 
Eddy. Referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

By Mr.CROWELL: The petition of Amos Austin, praying 
for a pension for injuries received while in the service of the 
United States in the last war with Great Britain. Referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. KING, of Massachusetts: The memorial of a com- 


mittee of the town of Chelsea, for the removal of the Marine | 


Hospital to Jand owned by the United States in said Chelsea. 
Also, the petition of Jonathan Gardner, wounded in the 

war of 1819, for the benefit of the privateer pension fund. 
Also, the petition of Charles Colburn, for the payment of 


his wages for the term of his enlistment on boardthe United || 


States ship Ohio. 

By Mr. COLE: The petition of H. S. Dansmore and 
others, citizens of Wisconsin, asking for the establishment 
of a mail route from Mineral Point, Iowa county, via Sin- 
den, Wingville, &¢., to Prairie du Chien, Crawford county 
Wisconsin. Referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Also, the petition of the present and late registers and 
receivers of the Minerar Point Land Office, praying 
an increase of compensation tọ said officers for the location 
or jang warrants. Referred to the Committee on Public 

ands. 

By Mr. ALBERTSON: The petition of Stinson Cox and 
thirty-two other citizens of Posey county, Indiana, pray- 
ing the passage of a law granting bounty land to the officers 
aud soldiers of the Indian wars and of the late war with 
Great Britain, and to the widows and children of such offi- 
cers and soldiers who have died. 

Also, the petition of Aaron Lewis and 153 others, citizens 
of Gibson couuty, Indiana, praying the passage of a law 
grauting bounty land to the officers and soldiers of the Iu- 
dian wars, and of the late war with Great Britain, and to 
the widows and children of such officers and soldiers who 
have died. 

Also, the petition of Richard Weathers and 164 others, | 
citizens of Crawford county, indiana, praying the passage 


the Indian wars, and of the late tvar with Great Britain, and 
to the widows and children of such officers and soldiers 


On the 7th instant the Speaker appointed Mr. 
Hinuiarp of Alabama, Mr. Corcocx of South | 
Carolina, and Mr. Fircn of Indiana, on the part 
of the House, as the Regents of the Smithsonian 
Institution. ; 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


SATURDAY, January 12; 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
OFFICERS OF THE HOUSE. 

The SPEAKER. The first business in order is 
the election of a Sergeant-at-arms. 

{Several voices: ** Call the roll.?”] . 

‘The SPEAKER. The gentlemen appointed as 
tellers are requested to resume their seats. 

Mr. VINTON rose and said that he had yester- 
day presented the name of Mr. Morss as a candi- 
date for the office of Sergeant-at-arms. He would 
‘now, with a view to more harmonious action, with- 
draw the name of that gentleman. 

So the name of Mr. Morss was withdrawn. 

The tellers, Messrs. Tnomrson of Kentucky, | 
SACKETT, PARKER, and Harris of Tennessee, re- 
sumed their seats at the Clerk’s table. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, moved that there be 
a call of the House; and on that motion asked the | 
yeas and nays; which were ordered, and being 
taken, were—yeas 62, nays 133. 

So a call of the House was refused. 

REPORT ON COMMERCE AND NAVIGATION. 

Mr. Mc WILLIE, from the Committee on Print- | 
ing, asked leave to make two reports. ! 

The SPEAKER said that reports from the: 
Committee on Printing were always in order. 

The first report was then read, proposing to 
print ten thousand copies extra of the reportfrom 


} 
ii 


4 


i| of the law. 


C.) believed thatthe law under which the com: 


port-the cost. 


ble to say. precisely ‘what-the cost of printing ten 
thousand extra copies would be. There would, 
however, be no charge for composition. 
charge would simply be for paper and:press-work, 
as the type had already been set up for the-print- 
ing of the usual number, independent of extra 
copies. He supposed there would be no objection: 
on the score of expense. The document was‘a 
very important-one, and it had heretofore been the 
practice to print this extra number of. copies. 
| Mr. FOWLER desired to know distinctly what 

the report was. He had not been able to hear. 

The SPEAKER stated it was the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury on commerce and navi- 
gation. : 

Mr. FOWLER hoped (he said) that the report 


| 
! 
| would be adopted. 


| jection to the adoption of the report until the com- 
mittee had reported the cost. F 
The SPEAKER said that, under the rules of the 
House, it was in order for the Committee on Print- 
ing to report at any time.’ The subject-matter of 


House. : i 

Mr. CONGER said that during the whole time 
occupied by the House in the election of a Clerk, 
he (Mr. C.) had understood the Speaker to ‘have 
ruled all such questions to be out of ‘order. : 

The SPEAKER said the Chair had ruled that, 
all questions were out of order, except such as 
were expressly provided for by the rules—such, 
for example, as reports from the Committee on 
Printing. That committee might report at any 
time. ‘There was a-rule of the House expressly 
| to that effect. é 
Mr. CONGER referred to the case of a report- 


the Committee on Engraving, when he had under- 
stood the Chair to decide that the report was not 
| in order, and that it could only be received by 
i-unanimous consent. The gentleman from Missis- 
sippi [Mr. Tuomeson] objected, and the report 
went over. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman 
York [Mr. Concer] was under a misapprehen-: 
-si6n as to the facts of the case. The gentleman 
from Maryland [Mr. Hammonp] made a report 


i} 
1 


i} from the Committee on Engraving. That com-: 


mittee, like the ‘Committee on Printing, was au- 
thorized by the rules to‘report at any time: When 
objection was made to the consideration of the rê- 
port, the gentleman from ‘Mafyland, who intro- 
duced it, stated that he merely desired that the 
report should be received and laid upon the table, 
i with a view to being taken up and acted upon 
hereafter. The report was received, notwithstand- 
ing the objection which bad been mades - 

Mr. CONGER said he had but one word to add- 
The law under which this committee acted re- 
quired them, 
printing any 
of the printing. 
the printing of this or 


document, to report also the cost 
He protested against ordering 
of any document until 


! the committee should comply with this provision 


He therefore moved that the fur- 
ther consideration of the report be postponed until 
Monday next. 

Mr. Me WILLIE said he would state that there’, 
was a general contract under which the printing 
of the House was executed, and until the type’ 
| was set up, it was impossible to determine with 

precision what would be the ‘cost of the work.: 
The committee had ascertained itas nearky as, in 
the present state of the work, it was practicable. 
The document would constitute a volume of some 
250 or 300 pages; and if they déferred ordering 
extra copies until the ordinary number were print- 
! ed and delivered, the: House. would be burdened 
| with the extra cost of composition; whereas, if the 


the Treasury Department of the statistics of com- 
merce and navigation. 

The SPEAKER (to Mr. McWixute.) Does 
the gentleman desire that these reports should be | 
acted upon at this time? 

Mr. McWILLIE. Yes, sir., 

Mr. CONGER desired to inguire of the gentle- 


| extra copies were new ordered, that cost would be 
saved; and thére would be only the charge for the 
paper and_press-work. He would state also that 
the peculiar kind of composition required for this 
document was of the most expensive character. 
He was very anxious that the House should not 
ibe burdened with the expense of eomposition for 


1 


man from Mississippi [Mr. McWoru1e]. what 


ihe extia copies, and the object, would be effected 


Mr. CONGER said he should persist in his ob- 


the report was a question to be determined.*by the 


proposed (he said) to be made the other day from ` 


from New. 


‘would bethe cost of thesé documents? He (Mri 
mittee ‘was-appointed required ‘that they should re- - 
Mr. McWILLJE said he would remark that, in ` 

the present stateof the maiter, it would be impossi- ` 


The ' 


whenever they reported in favor of © 


(140. 
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by now: ordering them before the type was dis- 
tributed. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, said it was 
true, as the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Concer] observed, that the law required the Com- 
mittee on Printing to report the cost, or the prob- 
able. cost, as well as the propriety of the printing. 
As to the propriety of printing this document, he 
supposed there-was. no doubt, as it had been cus- 
tomary for years past. He would, however, suggest 
to the gentleman from Mississippi, that he consent 
to defer the consideration of the report until Mon- 
day next, by which time the committee would be 
able to report the probable cost, so as to satisfy 
the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Concer,] 
and the House. 

Mr. McWILLIE signified his. willingness to 
yield to the suggestion, and to accomplish the ob- 
ject, moved that the report be recommitted to the 
Committee on Printing. : 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, moved to amend 


$ 


the motion to recommit, by adding instructions || 


to the committee to inquire into the probable ad- 
ditional expense of binding the document. i 

Mr. SCHENCK moved to amend the amend- | 
ment by instructing the committee further to in- 
quire into the propriety of reducing the proposed || 
number of extra copies. This document, he said, 
was an exceedingly expensive one, consisting of 
tables of figures, the composition of which was 
of the most expensive character. It was a docu- 
ment, he supposed, of some value in the commer- 
cial cities, but for the interior sections of the coun- |! 
try it was, as far as he was informed, of very little 
importance. He would have been very happy to 
have given the copies which he had received for | 
the last four years to any gentleman who would 
have taken them. He had never had ten called for 
from his whole district. It might be that coming 
from the interior of the country he underrated the | 
value of this document. At any rate there could | 
be no harm in instructing the committee to inquire 
into the expediency of reducing the number, so as | 
to supply only those particular points or sections 
of the country where they might be called for. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, made a re- 
mark to Mr. Scuencx, which, from his turning 
his back to the reporter, was entirely lost at the | 
desk at the Speaker’s left. He was inferred to 
have alluded to the value of the document upon the | 
Atlantic border, the lake coast, and all the com- 
mercial points. 

Mr. SCHENCK replied, that he doubted , not 
that it was a document held in peculiar importance 
in commercial districts upon the lakes—certainly | 
upon the seaboard and in the principal commer- 
cial cities. 
whether it was worth while to tax the whole coun- | 
try for the printing of ten or fifteen thousand copies | 
of an exceedingly expensive document; of a very 
limited demand and circulation. He would not 
nsist upon his objection, however; he only gave 
notice that gentlemen might have all his copies. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Ohio move the amendment? 

Mr. SCHENCK. I will move the amendment | 
only inquiring into the expediency of decreasing the 
number of extra copies; and let it be voted upon. 


The question was taken, and the amendment to |! 
| 
if 


the amendment was disagreed to. 

The question recurring on the amendment of Mr. 
BTEPHENS = j 
Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, said, before that 
question was put, he desired to say a word. He 
was glad that the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. | 
Srepuens] had made the motion. 
would examine the history of the documents pub- - 
lished by order of Congress, for the last several | 


years, they would find that.they involved very heavy || 


expense to very little profit. The reason to his mind | 
was obvious: the two Houses had published heavy | 
documents and sent them out to the country in ; 
sheets, and that was the end of them. Very few of | 
the ten thousand documents now proposed to be | 
published would ever be of any service at all if they | 
were sent out in sheets. It would be better, infi- | 
nitely better, that they should reduce the whole ` 
number, and send out the few that were published || 
in a substantial, enduring form. 

He did not, however, like that portion of the sug- 
gestion of the gentleman from Georgia which i! 
looked to the binding of these sheets in cheap form. | 
If they were worth printing by order of Congress, | 
they were worth binding in substantial form. He | 


i 


The only question with him was, || 


If gentlemen |; 


wanted to see the published documents of Con- 
„gress put in positions where they could be referred 
to in after times, and an end put tothe public doc- 
uments going into the Srocery stores of Washing- 
ton to be used as merè wrapping paper, which, as 
was well known to nearly all the old members, had 
been the. practice in former years. How Should 
this be accomplished? Let them publish as 
„as they thought proper—let.them be bound in sub- 
stantial form. and deposited in places where they 
woyld be read in times to come.: The few docu- 
ments they bound and sent away should be placed 
| in State libraries, and in other public libraries and 
offices, where they could be consulted by the pub- 
i lic. He ventured to assert that, of the thirty or 
forty President’s messages and accompanying doc- 
uments which were annually sent out in sheets by 
! each member, not more than three were preserved 
i in any Congressional district, (that was the case 
in his,) for the reason that, in that form, they were 
not considered worth preserving. But if they 
bound them in strong, substantial binding, every 


| society, every library; every individual who re- 
| ceived them, could preserve them. 


He was glad 
to make these remarks in reference to this docu- 


| ment, which contained somè portions of a very 


extraordinary character, but which was still worth 
preserving. . . 
Mr. CABELL, of Florida, said that, concurring 


| in the remarks of the gentleman from Mississippi, 
' (Mr. Browy,] he would propose to amend the 
: amendment of the gentleman from Georgia, by in- 


structing the committee to inquire not only into 


| the expediency of binding this document, but all 


the documents of over (say) 100 pages, which 
were published by order of the House. 

The SPEAKER said, the impression of the 
Chair was that such an amendment, having refer- 
ence to documents generally, would not be in order. 

Mr. CABELL said he had intended to give his 
reasons for the amendment he had suggested, but 


Í| as it was ruled out of .order, he of course was de- 


prived the opportunity of making any remarks. 

Mr.. STEPHENS said, he would barely say 
that the first convenient opportunity, when it was 
in order, he would move to instruct the Committee 
on Printing to inquire into the expediency of bind- 
ing all the documents published by order of the 
House; at this time, however, he had contented 
himself by proposing an inquiry by the committee 
into the expediency of binding this document. 

In reply to the remark of the gentleman from 
Mississippi that he would have the binding in 
substantial form, he (Mr. S.) would say, that by 
cheap binding he meant such as that of the Patent 
Office report of last year, the expense of which 
was but ten or fifteen cents per volume. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, expressed his 
entire disagreement with the idea of the gentleman 
from Georgia that similar binding to that of the 


document. That binding (he said) was worth 
nothing at all. It did not preserve the documents 
one year. He would have these documents bound 


|i as the Congressional Globe was bound—in half 


| binding, with substantial leather backs; for what- 
ever was worth doing, was worth doing well. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, said he was sat- 
isfied that the committee should have all these sug- 
i gestions. For one, he would be satisfied with such 
| binding as that of the Patent Office report, which 
| cost some ten or twelve cents. He wished, how- 


j : 

| ever, the whole matter to go to the committec. 
$ 

4 


The question was taken upon the amendment 
of Mr. Sreprens,and decided in the affirmative. 
So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HOUSTON inquired if it would be compe- 
tent to amend the motion of reference by providing 
for an increased number. He said he believed 
| 10,000 copies would give each member only some 
| forty or fifty. 

The SPEAKER stated that the pending ques- 
tion was on the motion to recommit. That mo- 
tion had been amended by directing the committee 
to inquire into the expediency of the binding of 
the documents. The further inquiry proposed by 
the gentleman from Delaware would also be in 
order, if the gentleman mnved’ such an amend- 
ment. It was, however, in the opinion of the 
Chair unnecessary, as without this amendment the 
committee would have the whole subject before 


number if they saw fit. 
Mr. ROBINSON, remarking that he was afraid 


any | 


Patent Office report would be sufficient for this | 


them, and could report in favor of printing a larger | 


this question would consume the whole day, and 
that he was opposed to printing the report at all, 
moved to lay the whole subject on the table. 

The question was taken ‘and disagreed to. 

So the House refused to lay the subject on the 
table. 

The question recurring on the motion to recom- 
mit the report with the instructions already agreed 
to, was taken and decided in the affirmative. 

So the report was recommitted. 

COAST SURVEY. 
-The second resolution reported by Mr. Mce- 


i Wiru, was then read, asking the printing of the 


report of the superintendent of the coast survey. 
Mr. CONGER moved that this report be recom- 

mitted, with instructions to the Committee on 

Printing to, inquire as to the cost of this printing. 
The SPEAKER stated, that the committee had 


reported the probable cost. 


The Crerg read that part of the report in which 
it was estimated that the probable cost would be 
about $150. 3 

The question being upon the adoption.of the 
report, was taken and decided in the affirmative. 

So the report of the Committee on Printing was 
agreed to. n i 

The House then again proceeded to vote viva 
voce for the election of a Sergeant-at-arms; the 
same gentlemen as announced yesterday acting as 
tellers. 

The roll was then called—being the third time. 
The tellers reported that 205 votes had been given 
in; necessary to a choice 103; of which à 

Mr. Senter M. Giddings received.........86 

Mr. Newton Lane....cceerececceseeeee OO 

Mr. George C. Washington .....---40.0. 9 

Mr. Hiram Walbridge...........eeee eee 8 

Mr. Jesse E. Dow... ee. ccc scesevereee Ô 

Mr. Arthur W. Fletcher. ........se0eee 5 

Mr. John A. Rodgers..eseeseeseceecenee 3 

Mr. Jacob Bigelow ....cccetercececsceee L 

Mr. Richard R. Shekel] ................. 1 


205 


* 


The following is the vote in detail: 

For Mr. Giddings—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, An- 
drews, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Briggs, Brooks, Burfews, C. 
Butler, Thomas B. Butler, E. C. Cabell, Joseph P. Caldwe, 
Calvin, Casey, Chandler, Clark, Clingman, Cole, Conger, 
Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, 
Duncan, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Genuy, Gid- 
dings, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, 
Haymond;Hebard, Henry, Howe, Hunter, Daniel P. King, 
George G. King, James G. King, John A. King, Matteson, 
McGaughey, McKissock, F. E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, 
Morehead, Morton, Nelson, Newell, Otis, Outlaw, Owen, 
Phenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rock- 
well, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schermerhorn, Schooleraft, 
Shepperd, Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, Stanly, Alexan- 
der H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, John B. Thompson, 
Thurman, Tuck, Underhill, Vinton, White, and Wilson. 

For Mr. Lane—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
Bayly, Bissell, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. 
Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, G. A. Caldwell, 
Howell Cobb, Williamson Ri W. Cobb, Colcock, Daniel, 
Dimmick, Dunham, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, 
Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hackett, Hail, 
Hamilton, Haralson, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. 
Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagiand, Holliday, 
Hubbard, Inge, R. W. Johnson, Jones,’ Kaufman, La Sere, 
Leffler, Littlefield, J. Mann, Mason, McClernand,McDonald, 
McDowell, R. M. McLane, McMullen, McQueen, Miller, 
Morse, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Phelps, Potter, Powell, Rich- 
ardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Sawtelle, Seddon, F. 
P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, ‘Thomas, 
Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, William Thompson, 
Venable, Walden, Wallace, Wellborn, Whittlesey, Wood- 
ward, and Young. 

For Mr. Washington—Messrs. Ashmun, Breck, A. Evans, 
Houston, James L. Johnson, Kerr, Marshall, Taylor, and ~ 
Winthrop. 

For Mr. Dow—Messrs. Beale, Booth, Cleveland, Andrew 
Johnson, Peck, and Waldo. 

For Mr, Walbridge—Messrs. Bingham, Joseph Cable, 
Carter, Disney, Doty, Morris, Wilmot, and Wood. 

For Mr. Fleteher—Messrs. Campbell, Grinnell, Hilliard, 
Horace Mann, and Schenck. 

For Mr. Rodgers—Messrs, Watkins, Williams, and Al- 
ston. 

For Mr. Bigelow—Mr. Durkee. 

For Mr. Sheckell—Mr. Root. 


No choice. 


The roll was then called the fourth time. The 
tellers reported that 209 votes had been given in; 
necessary to a choice 105, of which 

Mr. Giddings received... i... cece sees 104 

Mr, Lanes... circa vecine se bensnes des OD 


Mr. Walbridge......... Loe bie saad cite N. 
Mre DO Weis ssc cies ih inc dieseace 5 
Mr. Shekell............ cc cece rana 1 
Mr. Bigelow nics) .acssacescanssoeeese, ob 
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The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Giddings—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, 
Anderson, Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, 
Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. | 
Butler, E. Carrington Cabell, J. P. Caldwell, Calvin, Camp- 
bell, Casey, Chandler, Clark, Clingman, Cole, Conger, Con- 
rad, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer; Dur- 
kee, A. Evans, N. Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Gentry, Gid- 
dings, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halioway, Hamp- 
ton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, Houston, 
Howe, Hunter, J. L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, Geo. 
G. King, James G. King, John A. King, H: Mann, Mar- 
shall, Matteson, McGaughey, McKissock, F. B. MeLean, 
Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Morton, Nelson, Newell, 


Otis, Outlaw, Owen, Phenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Rey- |; 


nolds, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, 

_ Sebermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Silvester, Spalding, 
Sprague, Stanly, A. H. Stephens, T. Stevens, Taylor, John ; 
B. Thompson, Thurman, Tuck, Underhill, Vinton, Watkins, | 
White, Williams, and Wilson. 

For Mr. Lane—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bocoek, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Al- 
bert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, George A. 
Caldwell, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Howell Cobb, Cotcock, 
Daniel, Dimmick, Dunham, Edmundson, Ewing, Feath- | 
erston, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Grecn, 
Hackett, Wall, Hamilton, Haralson, Harlan, Isham G. 
Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, 
Hoagland, Holliday, Hubbard, Inge, Robert W. Johnson, 
Jones, Kaufman, La Sere, Leffler, Litttefield, Job Mann, 
Mason, McClernand, McDonald, McDowell, McLanahan, 
Robert M. McLane, MeMullen, McQueen, Me Willie, Mil- 
ler, Morse, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Phelps, Potter, Powell, 
Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, 
Seddon, F, P. Stanton, R. H; Stanton, Stetson, ‘Thomas, 
Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, William Thompson, 
Venable, Walden, Wallace, Wellborn, Whittlesey, Wood- 
ward, and Young. 

For Mr. Walbridge—Messrs. Bingham, Joseph Cable, 
Carter, Disney, Doty, Morris, Wilmot, Wood, and Olds. 

For Mr. Dow—Messrs. Booth, Cleveland, Andrew John- || 
son, Waldo, and Peck. p 

For Mr. Bigelow-—Mr. Preston King. 

For Mr. Stekell—Mr. Root. 

No choice. 


_ Mr. JONES moved that the House do now 
adjourn; and on that motion (he said) the asked 
for the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER proceeded to ascertain whether 
the yeas and nays were ordered. 

r. JONES withdrew his motion. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, renewed it, 
and asked the yeas and nays. 

But Mr. T. withdrew the motion. . 

Mr. SWEETSER renewed it,and asked th 
yeas and nays. 

Tellers were asked and ordered on the yeas and 
nays, and Messrs. Kaurman and Corwin were 
aepomed l 

he question was then taken; and the vote stood: 
ayes 19, noes not counted. 

So the yeas and nays, on the motion to adjourn, 
were refused. 

The question recurred on the motion to adjourn. 

Tellers were asked and ordered, and Messrs. 

- McoMunten and Oer were appointed. 

The question was then taken and decided in the 
negative—-ayes 41, noes 87. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

(Cries: ** Call the roll.”] 

Mr. BOYD rose and said, that he withdrew 
the name of Doctor Newron Lane as a candidate 
for the office of Sergeant-at-arms. 

So the name of Doctor Lane was withdrawn. 

The following gentlemen were then nominated: 

By Mr. Warpen—liram Walbridge, of New 
York. f 

By Mr. Ricuarpson—J.G. Flood, of IHinois. 

“By Mr. Coss, of Alabama—Jesse E. Dow, of 
the District. of Columbia. 

By Mr. Srrone—A. J. Glossbrenner, of Penn. 

By Mr. Hamitroxn—Roderick Dorsey, ot Ma- 
ryland. 

Mr. KAUFMAN. There are several gentle- 
men absent on our side of the House. In order 
that we may have a full attendance, I move that 
there be a call of the House, and, on that motion, 
I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. JONES, (to the Speaker.) Is it in order 
now to move that the House adjourn? 

The SPEAKER. That motion is in order. 

Mr. JONES. I move that the House do now 
adjourn, and on that motion I ask the yeas. and 
nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were refused. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, called for 
tellers on the motion to adjourn. 

They were ordered, and Messrs. STEVEN 
Pennsylvania and Warpno were appointed. 


4 


s of 


|! 


The question was then taken, and decided in | 
the negative—ayes 65, noes 133. 


| Gallatin, 


| mittee on Private Land Claims. 


So the House refused to adjourn. ` 
-The SPEAKER. The question now. recurs 
on. the motion of the gentleman from Texas, [Mr. 
Kavrman,] that there be a call of the House; and 
on that question the yeas and nays have been or- 
ered. ; i 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, (to the Speaker:) 
Is it in order now to move that the election of Ser- 
geant-at-arms be postponed until Monday next? 
The SPEAKER. That motion will not be in 
order pending a motion for a call of the House. 
The question, Shall there be.a call of the House? 


was then taken; and decided in the negative—yeas | 


65, nays 133. 

So a call of the House was refused. 

(Cries: ‘* Call the roll.”’] 

Mr. SWEETSER move 
now adjourn; and on that motion he asked the 
yeas and nays, which were ordered. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, said that as gentle- 
men on the other side of the House seemed deter- 
mined to adjourn, he hoped that the call for the 
yeas and nays would be withdrawn. 


House was willing to adjourn, he would withdraw 
the call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. CROWELL, (in his seat.) What do you 
want to adjourn for? 


Mr. SWEETSER. In order to test the sincer- 


| ity of gentlemen’ 1 withdraw the call for the yeas 


and nays. 
The SPEAKER. The yeas and nays have been 
ordered by the House, and the call can only, be 


|i withdrawn by unanimous consent. 


Objections were made. 
The SPEAKER. The Clerk will call the roll. 


Mr. SWEETSER. I withdraw the motion to ; 


adjourn. 

Mr. BOCOCK and Mr. CARTER. Trenewit. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, demanded 
the yeas and nayss which were ordered. 

And the question was then taken and decided in 
the negative—yeas 90, nays 109. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. SWEETSER moved that there be a call of 
the House, and on that motion demanded the yeas 
and nays. 


as a question of order, whether it was in order 


| newed as soon as the other was rejected ? 
i The SPEAKER said, that under the uniform 
practice of the House, such motions were in order. 
Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, moved that the 
House do now adjourn. l 
The question was taken and decided in the 
afirmative. 
So the House adjourned. 


NOTICE FOR LEAVE TO INTRODUCE A BILL. 


-ask leave to introduce a bill to return the duties on merchan- 
dise destroyed by fire in the city of New York on the 19th of 
July, 1845. 


PETITIONS, &c. f 
The following petitions were presented and re- 


ferred under the rule: 

By Mr. HOLLIDAY: The petition of Charles G. Layton, 
praying compensation for the value of the schooner “Albert 
» captured by the enemy in the late war with Eng- 
tand, while used as a transport vessel by the American troops 
in November, 18) 4. , 

By Mr. BOWLEN: The petition of Felix Vallé, Francis 
B. Vallé, Jules Vatlé, Francis Rozier and Zoa his wife, and 
Mary Valié, heirs. and legal representatives of John Bré. 
Vallé, deceased, by their agent, John Fitzgerald, praying the 
confirmation of a Spanish Jand claim. Referred to the Com- 


By Mr. WILLIAMS: The peti 


d that the House do | 


Mr. SWEETSER said, if the other. side of the | 


Mr. PRESTON KING submitted to the Chair, | 


thus to alternate the same motions—one being re- | 


Mr. PHOENIX gave notice-that he would, at an early day, ! 


Miller, and others, of Maine, for indemnity for French spo- 
liations. prior. to 1800, Referred 19°the Committee: on For- 
eign, Affairs.’ ae ` 

By Mr. HOWE: The petition of Thomas Anderson anā ` 
102 others, citizens of the counties of Venango and Clarion, 
Pennsylvania; asking for the establishment of. a. post route 
from. Clarion, in the. county of Clarion, to Tionesta, :in 
the county of Venango. Referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office andPost Roads. F : 

n By Mr. PHCENIX: A memorial of mérchants and others, 
in the city of New York, to refund the duty on merchandise 
destroyed by the fire in July, 1845.‘ : 

By Mr. NELSON: The petition.of Stewart & Barr, and 
others, praying indemnity for French spoliations, &e. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. ’ k 

By Mr. JOHN A. KING: The petition. of Elizabeth 
Latting, heir of Jacob Latting, deceased, praying indemnifi- 
cation for French spotiations prior to 1800. Referred to the 
; Committee on Foreign Affairs. a5 i 

By Mr. DOTY: ‘The: petition of many citizens of the 
county of Manitoowoe, for an appropriation to improve the 
harbor at the mouth of the Manitoowoc river. Referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. X 

Also, the petition of O. B. Lapham and others, praying 
the establishment of a mail route from Jaħesville, via Deer- 
| field, to Columbus, in Wisconsin. Referred ‘to the, Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the petition of Harry Brown, Edgar Conklin, and 
| Joel S. Fisk, for compensation for entries made by virtue of 
military warrants, in the Green Bay land district, Wisconsin. 

By Mr. PEŒNIX: The memorial of the Merchants’ 
Instranee companies, and others interested in the eom- 
merce and navigation of the country, in favor of deepening 
the Northeast Pass of the river Mississippi. 

By Mr. BINGHAM: The petition of O. A. Trowbridge 
and 200 others, for the construction. of a canal around the 
Falls of St. Mary’s. : 
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The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. THOMPSON,:of Kentucky, submitted a 

resolution, which was agreed to, to take certain 

i] papers from the files of the House, in the case of a 

private claim—(name not heard)—with the view of 

laying them before the proper department, where 

the claim could now be adjusted. 

RULES OF THE HOUSE. 

Mr. KAUFMAN rose and said, that the time 
for which the rules of the last House of Represent- 
atives had been temporarily adopted, on the motion 
of the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Porn| Sear 
pired to-day. The committee to whom the subject 
of the rules had been referred, made a report, (on 
Monday last, he thought,) and that report had 
been made the special order of the day for Thurs- . 
day last. He had not, however, moved to take 
up the subject on that day, believing that the 
House would have got through with the election 

ofits officers before the day limited for the opera- 
i| tion of the rules of the last House had expired. He 
would now move to postpone further action on the 
order of the House concerning the election of offi- , 
cers, and that the House proceed to the considera- - 
tion of the report of the Committee on Rules, 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be on 
postponement. ¢ 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, was understood 
to say, that unless the report of the Committee on 
Rules should be acted upon to-day, the House 
would to-morrow be in a perfect state of anarchy. 
He thought, therefore, that the postponement 
should take place, and that the report of the com- 
mittee should be either affirmed or rejected. 

The SPEAKER said, the Chair would suggest, 
that unless the report of the Committee on Rules 
should be acted upon to-day, the House would, 
o-morrow, be without rules. 

Mr. CLINGMAN desired to be informed by 
the Speaker whether by unanimous consent a mo- 
tion might not be made to continue the rules of the 
last House in operation for one week longer. 

The SPEAKER said he would suggest to the 
gentleman from North Carolina, (Mr. Crivémay,] 
that on an examination of the report of. the com- 
mittee, it would, the Chair thought, be found that 
| very little time would in all probability be required 
| to dispose of the report. There were but two or 

three material changes recommended. — 
|| My. CLINGMAN said his impression was, 
i| that there were one or tw changes recommended 

i d give rise to debate. 

wit TOMPSON, of Mississippi, expressed the 
hope that the suggestion of the gentleman from 
North Carolina [Mr. Crrveman] would be ac- 
cepted, aħd that the rules of the last House would 
again be adopted for a short period. He (Mr. T.) 
was satisfied that there were several of the amend- 
ynents reported by the committee which would 
give rise to debate, and he thought that the subject 
might not be disposed of to-day. : 
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Mr. VINTON ventured to predict, he was un- 
derstood-to say, from his experience in this House, 
that if the rules should be adopted for another 
week, they would be adopted altogether; that had 
been the ola mode. The rules of the last House 
had, in the first instance, been adopted temporarily; 
the House had gone on under them for a little 
while, and.had finally adopted them without any 
of the amendments which were essentially neces- 
sary. He thought that the report of the Commit- 
tee on Rules might be disposed of. to-day. 

Mr. McLANE,, of Maryland, : desired the 
Speaker to state what the-amendment proposed 
by the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. 
Cuneman] was. : 

‘The SPEAKER said, that the gentleman from 
North Carolina had not proposed any amendment. 
He had suggested that, by unanimous. consent, the 
rules of the last- House, as they now existed, || 
should be-adopted until Monday next. 

Mr. SCHENCK rose and objected. 

The SPEAKER said that objection was made. | 
The question was not debatable. 

Mr. CLINGMAN inquired of the SPEAKER, 
whether it would be in order to move a suspension 
of the rules? 

The SPEAKER said, that a motion to suspend | 
the rules would not be in order until the motion to || 
postpone had been disposed of. i 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, rose, he, 
said, to a question of order. The first business in 
order was the election of officers of the House, under | 
the order of the House. So soon as that order | 
shall have been executed, the report of the Com- 
mittee on the Rules would be submitted, and imme- 
diately come up as.a special order. -If the sugges- 
tion of the gentleman from North Carolina {Mr. 
Cumeman] should be adopted, the rules would be 
taken up as the first business in order after the ofi- 
cers should havebeen elected. He hoped, there- 
fore, that no objection would be made to the prop- 
osition of that gentleman. 

Mr. McCLERNAND rose to inquire of -the |! 
‘Speaker whether it would be.in order for him to |! 
submit a motion such as had been suggested by 
the gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. Cuine- 


MAN]? 

The SPEAKER, Such a motion will not bein 
order pending the motion to. postpone. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, suggested that 
if the House should postpone the execution of the 
vorder concerning the election of officers, and it 
should be found that the House could not readily 
pass upon the report of the Committee on Rules, | 
then a motion such as that suggested by the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina might be adopted. 

Mr. McCLERNAND made a remark or two 
(scarcely heard on the left of the Chair.) He 
thought that there were several amendments which 
would lead to considerable and protracted. debate. 

Mr. INGE inquired of the Speaker, whether, if 
the motion of the gentleman from Texas [Mr. 
Kaurman] should be voted down, the gentleman 
from North Carolina [Mr. Crineman] could not 
submit bis motion? 

The SPEAKER was understood to say, that a || 
motion to suspend the rules would be necessary |! 
that the motion might be made. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Kaurman, and the affirmative vote was de- 
clared to be ninety. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, rose to in- | 
quire of the Speaker, whether the motion was a 
motion to postpone toa day certain, or to postpone 
indefinitely ? 

The SPEAKER stated that the motion was 
simply a motion to postpone. That motion was 
in the nature of a motion to postpone to a day |! 
certain, and, under the practice of the House, the 
business which might be postponed was postponed 
only until that for which it had given way was 
disposed of. The business previously under con- | 
sideration would then immediately be resumed. 

The question on the motion of Mr. KAUFMAN 
was then taken and decided in the affirmative— 
ayes 116, noes not counted. 

So further action on the order of the House re- 
lating to the election of officers was postponed. | 

The SPEAKER. The business before the || 
House is the report of the Committee on Rules. 
‘The Clerk will read the report. 

The report was read. | 

Mr..SCHENCK put an inquiry: to the Ghair 


; what was cal 
» We had been accustomed to regard the rule as con- 


The SPEAKER said, that the adoption of the 


‘first paragraph ef the reports of the committee 


would be the adoption of the rules of the last 
House, subject to such amendments, or modifica- 
tions; as might hereafter be made. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Either as reported by the 
committee or as offered by a member? 

The SPEAKER said, that such was the opinion 
of the Chair. i 

The question then was on agreeing to the first 
paragraph of the report of the committee, which is 
in the following words: ; 

«They [the committee] recommend the adoption for this 
Congress of the standing rules of the House, as they existed 
at the close of the last session, with the following amend- 
ments thereto.” . 

The question was taken, and this paragraph was 
agreed to. 

The Clerk then proceeded, under the direction 
of the Speaker, to read the amendments. 

The first amendment proposed by the committee 
is to the following rule: 


VOTE OF THE SPEAKER. 


“12. In all cases of election by the House, the Speaker 
shall vote; in other eases he shall not vote, unless the House 
be equally divided, or unless his vote, if given to the mi- 
nority, will make the division equal; and in case of such 
equal division, the question shall be lost.?? 

To this rule the committee 
ing amendment: 

In the second line of rule 12, insert between the 
words “not”? and vote,” the words ‘be re- 
quired to.” 

Mr. HARALSON said that, as he understood 
the rule as it now existed, the Speaker, under cer- 
tain circumstances, (that was to say, when his vote, 
if given to a minority, would make the division 
equal, or where the House was equally divided,) 
was required to vote. The amendment proposed 
to this rule by the committee, made it discretion- 
ary whether the Speaker shotld give his vote or 


not. 

The SPEAKER said he thought the gentleman 
from Georgia (Mr. Hararson] was under a mis- 
apprehension. : 7 

«Mr. HARALSON read the rule. 

The proposed amendment (he continued) was 
that the Speaker should not be required to vote. 
The words “ notrequired,”’ to his mind left it dis- 
cretionary with the Speaker whether he should 
vote or not. If he-was mistaken in this construc- 
tion, he desired to be corrected. If he was not 
mistaken, he was opposed to the amendment; be- 
cause he could sce no reason why it should be 
adopted, or why the Speaker should not be enti- 


proposed the follow- 


j tled to the privilege of voting under the rarely- | 


recurring circumstances mentioned in the rule. 
Mr. JONES said, that the rule, asit now stood, 


; required the Speaker to vote in all cases of elec- 


tion. In other cases, it provided that he should 
not vote unless there were a tie, or unless his vote 
would make a tie, so as to effect a result. Now, 
the amendment of the committee was, that the 
Speaker should not be required to vote unless there 
were a tie, or unless his vote would make the di- 
vision equal. The committee were of opinion that 


the rule, as it now stood, was not only unauthor- | 


ized, but that it was a violation of the Constitu- 
tion of the United States. 
sentative of one district, in all cases of legislation, 
unless his vote would determine the result. 

Mr. HARALSON said, he found that he had 
been mistaken in the construction he had put upon 
the amendment. 

Mr. JONES said; yes; and he hoped the House 
would adopt the amendment. 

Mr. WINTHROP said that, for one, he was 
very glad that the committee had reported in favor 
of this amendment. Ít was, in its general pro- 
vision, and object, in conformity with the views 
which he had more than once expressed during 
the last session while he was in the position of 
the present Speaker. 
the House thus far had been in violation of the 
Constitution. It had attempted to deprive the 
Speaker of this House of his right to vote under 
any and all circumstances; and the rule had been 
of such a character as was calculated to produce a 
false impression upon the public mind in regard to 
Hed the casting vote of the Speaker. 


ferring upon the Speaker of the House some addi- 
tional right, privilege, or prerogative in regard to 


which wes not heard by the reporter; but 


his. vote. We had looked upon the casting vote 


It deprived the repre- | 


He held that the rule of | 


of the Speaker like the casting.vote of the Vice 
President of the United States, as something addi- 
tional, given, conferred by the members of the 
House upon him whom they had called to be their 
presiding officer. He said this had been and was a 
wholly false impression in regard to the casting vote. 
They conferred nothing upon the Speaker of this 
House in making him Speaker. ‘They had taken 
away from him, under the rulesas they had hitherto 
stood, the privilege of voting upon any and all oc- 
casions—that privilege which belonged to him as 
the common equal representative of a constituency 
of eighty thousand; and they had said that he 
might. vote only in those cases which they had 
undertaken to point out. They had therefore here- 
tofore deprived him of privilege and prerogative, 
while they had conferred nothing whatever upon 
him. In this point of view, he was glad that the 
committee had reported a rule providing that the 
Speaker. should not be required to vote except in 
cases which were pointed out. He was sorry, 
however, that the committee had not reported a 
different phraseology in regard to these particular 
cases. The rule, even amended as the committee 
proposed, would not fully convey the idea which it 
was intended to convey. They designed to say that 
the Speaker of this House should not be required 
to vote except in cases where his vote would change 
the result. Now let him suppose a case—and he 
needed not suppose it; it was rather history than 
hypothesis; it was a case which had occurred du- 
ring the last session, or the session previous. A 
motion was made to lay upon the table, or to re- 
consider, and the votestood, (he did not recollect 
the precise figures,) say 49 in the affirmative, and 
50 in the negative. The motion was thus nega- 
tived. But his vote, if given to the minority, 
would have made an equal division—that was, 50 
to 50, and would not have changed the result. In 
other words, by using the phraseology reported, 
and requiring the Speaker to vote, where his vote, 
if given to the minority, would make the division 
equal, he would be too often required where his 
vote would not alter the result. If his vote had 
been given upon the celebrated Pacheco case, with 
the majority, the result would have been unaltered; 
if with the minority the decision would have been 
unaltered. Certainly it could not be in the contem- 
lation of this House to provide that the Speaker 
e required to vote where his vote would not 
change the result. He suggested, therefore, to the 
committee—and he hoped they would assent to it 
—that they should insert, that he (the Speaker) 
should not be required to vote, except when the 
House was equally divided, or when his vote 
would alter the result. That would complete the 
object which he understood the committee had 
in view. ; 
Mr. McLANE said, if he understood the pur- 
port of the remarks of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, it was that this House had imposed this 
disability upon its presiding officer. He(Mr.McL.) 
very much desired that the amendment should go 
to the whole length of the 12th rule, and strike out 
that rule. The House would observe, in anote to 
this very 12th rule, which would be found on the 
44th page of the little book of rules, that a case 
had occurred in the history of the legislation of 
this country in which the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives had claimed his right to vote 
notwithstanding this rule, and that upon as striking 
and decisive a question as a proposition of amend- 
ment to the Constitution to change the mode of 
electing the President and Vice President of the 
United States. The vote in that case was, in the 
affirmative 83, in the negative 42; yet the vote of the 
Speaker was given and made the two-thirds vote 
necessary to procure an amendment of the consti- 
tution, and it was by that vote the amendment 
was carried. Now it was because he concurred 
entirely in the general scope of the remarks of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, because he believed 
it to be an artificial, unjust disability imposed upon 
the presiding officer of this House, because he felt 
that the presiding officer of this House should never 
have attached to his character as Moderator and 
Chairman, any functions superior to those of the 
representatives of the people from every district, 
—he was satisfied that the honorable. gentleman 
would know and feel that in the historic character 
of this rule, there was that to explain it which was 
altogether inconsistent with the fundamental prin- 
ciples of republicanism, He felt that it was assim- 
ilating the presiding officer of this House to tlie 
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Vice President—emphatically.so; thatit was con- 


ferring upon him the highest possible fanctions; 
conferring upon him the highest possible—in certain 
cases the whole—law-making power of- the Gov- 
ernment. 
and leave the Speaker of this House where he be- 


lieved the Speakers of the great majority of the’ | 


State. Legislatures now. stood—that the Speaker’s 
name should be: regularly called at the begin- 
ning or end of the roll, as the case might be—(he 
thought the general practice. was: to call his name 
at the end of the roll)—and ‘his: vote ‘be recorded 
with the votes of the other members of the House. 
In order to accomplish this result, if the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Winruror] would with- 
draw his amendment and allow him, he would 
offer an amendment to'strike out the twelfth rule, 
and inserta provision that the Spealrer’s name be 
regularly called with the names of the other mem- 
bers of the House. : 

Mr. WINTHROP said, before he withdrew his 
own amendment, he begged leave to call the atten- 
tion of the honorable gentleman from Maryland to 
the circumstances in which the Speaker of the 
House would be placed if: they were to carry out 
his [Mr. McLane’s] views. He (Mr. W.) con- 
fessed he was. opposed to the suggestion which the 
gentleman made. If they made it incumbent upon 
the Speaker of this House. to vote upon all occa- 
sions, of course they referred to all occasions when 
the yeas and nays were called; of course they did 
not propose, when he. stated that those who were 
in favor of the proposition would say “ ay,” and 
those opposed would say “no,” to compel him to 
ery “ay” or “no.” He did not suppose—as his 
friend from North Carolina [Mr. suggested — 
they would compel the Speaker to come down and 
pass between the tellers. If the tellers reported an 
equal division, the Speaker must vote as the rule 
now stood. g 

But it seemed to him if they made it incumbent 
upon the Speaker to vote on all occasions, they 
must give it as a privilege to the Speaker to speak 
on all oceasions.. He was opposed to compelling 
-any member of this House, whether in the chair 
or out of the chair, to give a voté, without at the 
same time affording him the opportunity of giving 
his reasons. It was the privilege and the right of 
the Speaker, according to the precedents of the 
House of Commons in-England, when he was 
called upon to give his casting vote, to give his 
yeasons at the same time. He thought this privi- 
lege should be secured to the Speaker of this 
House. He did not think it fair to any gentle- 
man, confined within the. elbows of that arm- 
chair, (the Speaker’s chair,) to call upon him 
without previous notice, when his mind was per- 
plexed with a thousand points of. order, to give 
his vote upon all questions arising in the House, 
unless they also allowed him to give his reasons. 

Mr. HARALSON (interposing, and Mr. W. 


yielding) desired to know of the gentleman from’ 


Massachusetts if there was any rule of the House 
which prevented the Speaker from coming down 
upon the floor and assigning his reasons for his 
vote upon any question? z 

Mr. WINTHROP replied, that we had the uvi- 
form practice of this body, and of all the other old 
Parliamentary bodies to the contrary. He believed 
he had been told by a gentleman from New. Hamp- 
shire, formerly a member of this House, more 
recently occupying a seat in the other branch. of 
Congress, [Mr. Aruerron,| that when he [Mr. 
A.] occupied the chair of the House in the 
Legislature of his own State, he had frequently 
given up his seat to some member, and gone 
down upon the floor and explained his views, 
without the House going into committee. But 
it had been the uniform practice of the House 
of Commons, from. which we drew most of our 
precedents, and it had been the „unaltered, un- 
changed practice of this House, since ihe forma- 
tjon of the Constitution, that the Speaker keep his 
own seat, and conduct the business of the House, 
and not mingle in debate unless in committee. For 
one, he was in favor of maintaining that precedent. 
He did not flatter himself that while. he had occu- 
pied the chair he had had any particular influence 
over the course of legislation, but he had seen the 
mysterious, magnetic influence which the Chair 
exerted in the assignment of the floor, the appoint- 
ment of the committees, and in many things by 
which he could please and propitiate members. 
He did not believe that that influence would ever 


à Y r : House. 
He. was anxious to-strike out this rule, | 


himself. within. bis own peculiar sphere of duties, 
:and allow the business of the House to.go on un- 


be unworthily. used. by the present presiding offi- 
cer, but he.was opposed to bringing the influence 
of the Chair, whatever it was, to bear upon the 
He was in favor, for his [the Speaker’s] 
sake, and the-sake of the House, in order tomain- 
tain. at least the appearance of impartiality, that 
the-gentleman occupying the chair should confine 


altered. In view of all the circumstances, he be- 
lieved that the-Speaker: should not be required. to 
vote in any case, unless in those cases-where his 
vote would change the result. Then it was his 
privilege and the right of his constituents. «In all 
other cases. he (Mr. Winturop) would. not say 
that the Speaker should not vote, but if he pleased 
he :could record his vote. It was his privilege. 
But he would not-compel him to vote except in. 
cases: where his vote would alter the result. 

Mr. McCLERNAND expressed his concur- 
rence with the views of the gentleman from Mary- 
land, [Mr. McLane,] and his belief that the rule 
was unconstitutional. It had so been regarded by 
a’distinguished authority—Mr. Macon—to whom 
reference had been made. He was not awarethat 
that authority had ever been questioned. The 
Speaker of this House, as far as his constitu- 
tional rights and duties were concerned, stood on 
precisely the same footing as. any other member; 
and it was not competent for this House, looking 
to the fulfillment of the obligations imposed by the 
spirit, as well as by the letter of the Constitution, | 
to exonerate the Speaker of the House in any j 
greater degree from his responsibility as a repre- į 
sentative on this floor than any other member. | 
The rights and obligations attaching to the Speaker; | 


as a representative of the people, were not person- || 


alrights and obligations, to be taken away from | 
him by the House, orconferred upon him. They 
were rights belonging to the people, conferred 
upon him by the Constitution—rights which, in 
view of the relation which existed between him 
and his people, he was bound to maintain. 

He was in favor of such a modification of this 
rule as would abolish the prohibition upon the right | 
of the Speaker to vote in the excepted cases. He | 
would leave the rule in such form as to place the | 


clause, a special clause in mahy of the State. con- 
stitutions, which réquired. the Speaker to’ vote, un- 
less he could present to the .House a reasonable, 
excuse. The yeas and nays of the members. were 
taken upon the demand of one-fifth of- those pres- 
ent, and placed upon the record. “Was not the 
Speaker a member, and should he not vote? Un- 
questionably. They- had..departed from the spirit 
of the Constitution, from thè genius of our institu- 

tions, from the responsibilities of the members of 
this body, in their rule exempting and prohib- 

iting the Speaker from voting except in ‘certain 

specified cases. He doubted not that the gentle- 
man who now occupied the chair would have no 

hesitation to vote and express himself upon any 

and every occasion. which might arise. He doubt- 

ed not that the explanation of his vote would be 

satisfactory to the country at large. We had that 

assurance from his past course and from his eleva- 

tion to the distinguished place he now held. He 

would. therefore vote for the amendment of the 

Committee on Rules. He would go further, and 

leave the Speaker on the same footing of any other 

member, with regard to his rights under the Con- 

stitution, of voting and speaking. : 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, obtained the 
floor, and yielded at request to 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, who explained 
that the proposition he made was simply to strike 
out the 12th rule, leaving the Speaker to -his own 
discretion as to exercising his right.to vote when 
his name was called. 

Mr. WINTHROP reminded the gentleman that 
there was another-rule which said that every mem- 
ber of the House present should vote, unless ex- 
cused by the House. 

Mr. McLANE said the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts and the House understood the practical 
operation under the rule: that when a member’s 
name was called, he sat in his seat and yoted or 
not as he pleased. - 7 

Mr. WINTHROP replied, that the Speaker 
| being bound toenforce the rules upon others, would 
hardly be willing to sit in his seat and refuse to 
vote, and thus present hìmself as a perpetual exam- 
ple of insubordination. a , 

Mr. STEPHENS said, he concurred generally 


Speaker on the same footing, in regard to his right 
and duty to vote, as any other member of this 
House. He would not excuse him before the 
people from his duty of voting upon grave and 
important questions, 
to excuse him from his duties to the people? 
What right had they to disfranchise his constitu- 
ents on this floor upon questions involving their 
interests? They had certain rules which exempted 
gentlemen, under certain circumstances, from the 
duty of voting. Those rules were based upon 
certain reasons; and whenever the Speaker could 
present such a case as would exempt any other 
member from the obligation of voting, it should 
exonerate him; but not otherwise. With regard 
to other members, the House were accustomed to | 
excuse them when they rose, asking to be excused, | 
and presented reasons which the House, who 
claimed the right of judging of them, pronounced to 
be good. ‘The Speaker should be required to sub- 
mit to the same rule. 


What right had the House | 


i in the views of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 


|! If they adopted the proposition of the gentleman 
| from Maryland, the Speaker would be required to 
|! vote upon all occasions, by tellers, by yeas and 
i| nays, and upon divisions of the House. It would 
|! therefore require an additional resolution. 
| He believed that the Speaker of this House, in 
| all cases of elections, (where the vote was taken 
by yeas and nays,) should be under the same obli- 
| gations to vote as any other member. He thought 
the same thing was contemplated by the rule, as 
proposed to be amended-by.the report of the com- 
mittee. The rule, as it now stood, said, the Speak~ 
| er should not vote except in particular cases; the 
| the amendment of the Committee on Rules said he 
| should not be required to vote. It left it optional 
withhim. He (Mr. S.) was therefore content with 
the rule as reported; and he moved the previous 
question. : j , 
Mr. VINTON inquired if the previous question 
would apply to this amendment only, or to the 


The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. WiN- 
THROP]) had said that there was a reason why the | 
Speaker should be exonerated from voting upon | 
certain occasions. That reason was prior custom. | 


„entire report? 
The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 


| it would apply to the whole report. 


Mr. STEPHENS said, if that was the case he 


But there were many precedents directly the re- || would certainly withdraw the motion. 


verse. We had had a remarkable instance, in 
which the Vice President of’ the United States, as 
President of the Senate, assumed and exercised 
the right to assign his reasons, good and strong, in 
favor of the tariff of 1846. We had also the case 
which had been alluded to by the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. Bayxy,] of Vice President Clinton 
alleging his reasons for voting against the charter 
of the Tnited States Bank. If his memory was 
correct, Mr. Cray, while Speaker of this House, : 


availed himself of the right to address the House. |} 
| the House. 
i 


Mr. BAYLY; (in his seat.) Only in Committee 
of the Whole. 

Mr. McCLERNAND, accepting the suggestion 
of the gentleman from Virginia, proceeded to say, 
that we had, at all events, various precedents for 
the exercise, by the Speaker, of his constitutional 
right to assign his reasons when he chose to do so. 

He might also state that it was the case in. the | 
Legislatures of many of the States, that the Speak-. 
er was always required to vote. There. was a. 


| Mr. BAYLY addressed the Chair, and was 


| recognized. i 
| Mr. PRESTON KING called for the reading.of 
the pending propositions.. They were read... 
The SPEAKER stated the question to be. first 
on the amendment of Mr. Winturop,.and then 
upon the amendment of the Committee on Rules. 
A momentary conversation énsued, in which 
| Messrs. WINTHROP, PRESTON KING, Me- 
LANE of Maryland, and the SPEAKER partici- 
pated, in reference to the immediate question before 


Mr. BAYLY said he agreed almost entirely, in 
| reference to this matter, with the gentleman’ from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Winturop.] He only dif- 
fered from that gentleman in this, that he, thought 
the rule as reported by the committee would leave 
the matter precisely as it ought to stand. It would 
putt in the Speaker’s power to vote whenever he 
might, desire to, and he (Mr. B.) did not think the 
House ought to go-further. It was perfectly true, 
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as the gentleman from Massachusetts argued, that 
ifthe Speaker was to be required to vote uponevery | 
question, he ought to be permitted, if to him it | 
should seem proper, to speak upon every question. 
He (Mr. B.) thought that result necessarily follow- | 
ed from requiring him to vote. Well, now, ought 
` guch aresult to be produced? Did this House de- 
sire that the Speaker, whose duty it was to preside— 
whose duty it was to keep himself aloof as 
much as possible, from the wrangling and excite- 
ment of the House, was it necessary that he 
should be required to vote upon ‘every proposition ? 
He begged gentlemen to consider in what a posi- 
tion they would place the Speaker. 
ly worse position than’that of any other member. 
Occupied during the whole day with questions of 
order, with the discharge of the duties of the chair, 
~ he had not the time to give to every question 


brought up which would enable him to vote un- | 


‘derstandingly. When he was thus embarrassed, | 
thus occupied, they proposed to compel him to 
vote, under circumstances of very great disadvan- 
tage to himself. 

- What was the experience of gentlemen upon 
this floor who were not occupied as the Speaker 
was? How often was it that they were not pre- 
pared to vote? 
to leave their seats because they were not prepared | 


to vote upon the questions presented? The Speak- |! 


er could not do that; he could not avail himself of | 
any device by which he could relieve himself from | 
voting upon all occasions as they arose. i 
He thought his friend from Hlinois [Mr. Mc- i 
Crernanp| was mistaken, and that there were | 
no precedents in any well regulated legislative | 
body for the Speaker’s participating in debate. He | 
knew that’ Mr. Cray, when Speaker of the House, 
did address the House, and that only in Commit- | 
tee of the Whole; but he thought even that prece- 
dent had better be avoided than followed on the | 
part of the Speaker. But no Speaker since that | 
day had been in the habit of parti¢ipating in the 
general debates. 


that of the English Parliament, whose every inno- | 
vation was constantly discussed, it was the opin- 
ion that it would be exceedingly improper in the | 
Speaker to participate in the general debates; and 
even in Committee of the Whole, it was there never 
the practice for him to speak, unless upon some 
question affecting his immediate constituents or 
himself personally. : 

The rule reported by the committee placed the 
Speaker where he might vote if he desired to, 
and where he would be compelled to, if his vote 
_would affect the result. He thought that suffi- 
cient, and hoped that the report of the committee 
would be agreed to. 


Mr. McCLERNAND (interposing) referred the | 


gentleman from Virginia to another presedent— 
that of Mr. Jones, who, he said, when Speaker, 
spoke in debate before the House upon a question 
involving . 

Mr. BAYLY replied that he was perfectly aware 
of that case, and it came within the category of the 
cases to which he had alluded. It was a question 


concerning himself and the rights of his constit- ! 


uents, and it was very proper that Mr. Jones 


should descend from the chair and address the |} 


House. , 

But the main reason was the one which he had 
advanced when he had first arisen, viz: that the 
Speaker ought to be kept as disconnected from 
everything occurring on the floor as was consistent 


with his constitutional rights as a Representative. į 


The very voting on this floor upon questions in 


which members had a deep interest, created feeling | 


from which it was bighly desirable that the Speaker 
should keep aloof as far as possible. 

Mr. MEADE gave notice that in case the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Mc- 
Lane] should be rejected, he should propose a sub- 
stitute for the entire rule and amendment, provi- 


In an infinite- | 


H 
p 


How often were gentlemen seen |! 


ral He knew in the Legislature of |; 
Virginia, the practice of which was modeled after |i 


i 


| 
| 
t 


ding that ‘in all cases the Speaker may exercise 


his right to vote, and may assign his reasons there- 
3) 


Representatives had been acting under this 12th 
rule since the formation of this Government. The 
amendment reported by the Committee on Rules | 
seemed to be very proper. They had consumed | 
the whole day thus far in debate upon this one | 
amendment; if all the other amendments were to | 


for. : at 
Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, said the House of | 


be debated at equal length, they would consume a 


| apprehended that if the rule, as proposed to. be 


! vote, and then they would have recorded the opin- 
i ion of every member of the body. 


| compelled to vote upon all occasions. 
| M.) had sat in his seat repeatedly and declined to 


! when he chose, without any departure from the | 


week upon this report. He therefore hoped that 
the House would vote upon this question imme- 
diately. < : ‘ 
Mr. MORSE concurred entirely with the gen 
tleman from Massachusetts in the views he had 
expressed, respecting the right of the Speaker to 
vote as he should deem. necessary and propèr; and 
he concurred-entirely in the gentleman’s sugges- 
tion, that it would neither be proper.nor decorous 
for the Speaker to mingle in.debate upon all the 
exciting topics which arose in the course of his 
administration of the duties of the Chair—one 
of the most important of which was strict impar- | 
tiality. He hoped that all the amendments which 
had been brought forward by gentlemen on both 
sides of the House would be voted down, for he 


amended by the committee, were examined care- 
fully, it would be found better digested, better cal- 
culated to accomplish the desired end, than any of 
the hastily-prepared propositions of individual 
gentlemen. The amendment of the committee 
would give the Speaker of the House the right to 
vote upon any subject whenever he saw fit. It 
would not compel him to vote upon questions 
on which he was uninformed, or to mingle in de- 
bate for the purpose of justifying the votes which 
he might give when forced upon him by the rule. į; 
The amendment of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts [Mr. Wiyrnrop] was entirely a work of su- 
pererogation. The case cited by the gentleman— 
the Pacheco case—was one of the cases which |! 
came within the rule as reported by the committee, 

Mr. WINTHROP (interposing) said, it was a 
case which he (Mr. W.) did not decide. 

Mr. MORSE (continuing) repeated, that the |i 
case ciled by his friend from Massachusetts, was a 
case which, if the gentleman would examine it a 
little more carefully, he would find came within |! 
the rule reported by the committee. 

Some conversation ‘occurred between Messrs. 
MORSE and WINTHROP as to the precise state 
of the vote in the Pacheco case, as to the question 
whether the vote of the Speaker, if cast, would 
have altered. the result. i 

Mr. MORSE continued. He apprehended that 
the object of the rule, as proposed by the commit- 
tee to be amended, was to accomplish the decision || 
of questions of this kind. But to this particular 
case it might, upon close votes it would, be satis- i 
factory for the House to know what were the opin- 
ions of the Speaker. Even in cases where his 
vote would not affect the result, under the rule as 
it would stand amended he would be required to 


But it was not right that.the Speaker should be 
He (Mr. 


| 
vote; and he never would vote if, from his posi- || 
tion, he had not had the opportunity to examine | 
into the merits of the case. He would not do the || 
injustice either to the Government in the cases of |! 
private claims, or to the individual claimants, which 
his vote, if given without a full understanding of 
the case, must do. Fn such cases he held that the 
common law was stronger than any other law, and 
he took on himself the responsibility of not voting. 
For these reasons he honed that the House would | 
adopt the report of the Committee on Rules, which 
covered the entire ground. 
Mr. McLANE, in reference to Mr. Bayty’s ob- |! 
jection to requiring the Speaker to vote on the |: 
ground that in that case he should be allowed to |} 
speak also, said, he wished the House, before the 
vote was taken, distinctly to understand that the | 
Speaker had the right now upon any occasion |: 


established usage of the House, to fill his seat 
temporarily, come down and exert the right ofi! 
speaking. He confessed that his object was t 
bring the Speaker of this House in all the curren 
legislation of the House directly to his represent- 
ative responsibility. He hoped it would not b 

considered radical reform, but a wholesome, simple 
reform, an almost indispensable reform. And, | 
sooner or later, the force of the constitutional ob- |! 
jection would oblige the Speaker to vote—should |, 
oblige every representative to vote; and whenever | 
the rule came to he adopted in this sense there were || 
not to be made so many issuesabout a northern ora ‘} 
southern Speaker. When the Speaker was brought I} 
down to the level of other members, so far as his 

representative action was concerned, there would | 


ia 


! intended to legislate. 


not bethe same consequence attributed to his geo- 
graphical position. As to his influence and dignity 
as a presiding officer, he (Mr. McL.) was the last 
man who would infringe upon it; but so far as his 
representative capacity was concerned, he confessed 
he would strip him of all disability and all preroga- 


tive. 

_ Mr. CLEVELAND said he had not designed 
to participate in this debate, but he trusted to be 
pardoned for detaining the House a few minutes. 
He believed that members on his side of the 
House were taking a course which, by and by, 
they would regret. It seemed to him that, above 
all things else, they should have in the chair a 
gentleman who was not partial in his feelings; and 
they ought never by their rules to lead him into 
temptation to do as a party man what he ought 
never to do when he occupied the chair. 

Now, for the purpose of testing the wisdom of ` 
the proposition of his friend from Maryland, let 
him ask the House to look for a moment at the 
condition in which they would be, provided the 
time should ever come when they should havea 
man in the chair who loved his party better than 
his honor. Suppose that, when he gave his vote, 
he chose to give his reasons for that vote; that he 
came upon the floor and gave those reasons; when 
he went back to the chair, he, having taken his 


| position, would have a -pride that that position 
|; should be sustained by the House. 


And who was 
to select the men to defend or assail the position 
into which the House by their rule would have 
forced their Speaker? The Speaker was the per- 
son; and permit him (Mr. C.) to say, it was hardly 
in human nature, it was not to be expected that 
any man was so pure, so disinterested, so supe- 
rior to such influences as to select impartially from 
members attempting to get the floor either. to de- 
fend or to assail the position of the Speaker. Now, 
was it fair, was it right, was it just to the minority, 
(if there were any such party; he was not aware 
that there was; they were all by turns in the mi- 
nority and in the majority;) but suppose there 
were a minority, ‘would it be right or just by 
the power of party to place a man in the Speak- 


j er’s chair, and then‘compel him to use the in- 


fluence of the chair when he had defined his 
position, and that upon a party question—perhaps 
exciting in the extreme throughout the country? 
When he had done that, his party would be very 
much in the position of soldiers whose general 
had thrown himself into the breach, and who was 
crying out to them forrescue. It was utterly im- 
possible that the Speaker, after having taken his 
side upon the floor, could go back to the chair, and 
award the floor with the same impartiality as if 
he had never spoken. He was for deciding this 


| question precisely as he would if the gentleman 


from Massachusetts [Mr. Winrurop}] was in 
the chair. Permit him to say, that they (the 


| Democratic party) needed no such aid as was 


sought by this motion, unless they desired to de- 
rive influence from the elevation of the present 
Speaker to the chair. Under the rule, as proposed 
to be amended by the committee, they would 
have the full benefit of the Speaker’s vote, provi- 
ded they came into a position where they needed 
it. So it seemed to him, that in any view they 
could take of this question, it was unwise, unne- 
cessary, and in the case supposed, manifestly un- 
just to the minority. Now, he never would do, 
when in the majority, what he would not be will- 
ing the majority should do to him when he 
changed his position, and became in the minority. 
That was the fundamental principle on which he 
9 Now, occasions might arise, 
when the rule which gentlemen were now advo- 
cating would work against themselves. He did 
not make these remarks supposing that the pres- 
ent occupant of the chair capable of doing any- 
thing wrong, but he argued that it was leading 


;a man into temptation, and setting a precedent 
! which they would regret to see followed hereafter. 


As to the amendment of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Winrurop,] although it 
might be well enough of itself, it was not of. suf- 
ficient importance to justify their disturbing the 
report of the committee. He thought the true 
policy for the House was, to adopt the report, 
and then the rights of the Speaker, and all the 
members of the House and their constituents 
would be protected. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, considered that 
every member had aright to give or to withhold 
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his vote on any question. We cannot give that 
right to the Speaker which he constitutionally 
possesses, nor have we any right to refuse to the 
Speaker the privilege ef voting. We have no 
right to designate that a member shall vote or shall 
not vote. : 

When the subject of the Pacheco case was be- 
fore the House, at ‘the time when the gentleman 
from Massachusetts occupied the Chair, and which 
had been referred to by that gentleman, the Speak- 
er was about to state the reasons which would in- 
fluence his vote, when the Clerk stated that a mis- 
take had been made in the count. The Speaker 
had absolutely commenced his remarks when, in 
consequence of the miscount, it was rendered un- 
necessary for him to record his vote. He thought 
the Speaker had always possessed the right to 
give his reasons and that he had now the right; 
and that the gentleman from Massachusetts when, 
as Speaker, he exercised the right, exercised it 7 
properly. The amendment was, in his opinion, a 
proper one. In his opinion, the Speaker should 

„exercise the right whenever he thought proper. 
fe would exercise it under the same responsi- 
bility as that which attached to the course of every 
other member of the House. And the House had 
no right either to compel him to exercise the right, 
or to refrain from itsexercise. He had seen mem- 
bers, in some instances, abuse the right, but there 
was no power to take it away. 8 

Mr. WINTHROP said, he rose now for the 
purpose of withdrawing his amendment. ‘The 
object of proposing it had been answered by the 
debate which it had drawn out. He only wished 

_to conform the phraseology of the rule to what all 
seemed to acknowledge was its real intent. All 
seemed to concur in the general spirit of his propo- 
sition, and the mere change of words was, per- 
haps, unimportant. He had feit a desire to re- 
lieve the present Speaker of the House from one 
of the embarrassments under which he had him- 
self suffered during the last Congress, by making 
that clear, which was now ambiguous. If the po- 
litical friends of the present Speaker regarded such 
a measure as unnecessary and superfluous, it was 
certainly not for him (Mr. W.) to insist upon it. 

And he would take occasion to say the same 
thing in regard to the proposition of the honorable 
member from Maryland, (Mr. McLans.] If it 
was the design of that gentleman to compel the 
present Speaker to give his vote upon all occasions 
and under all cireumstances—sometimes when sud- 
denly called on, and upon the most important 
questions, without an opportunity of assigning the 
reasons by which his vote was-influenced; at mo- 
ments, perhaps, when his mind was necessarily 
diverted from the subject by the pressure of other 

>matters; while occupied by questions of order; or 
absorbed in the study of Jefferson’s Manual, or 
engaged, it might even be, in signing checks to 
enable members to pay their notes,—if it was the 
object of the gentleman from Maryland to subject 
his friend who now occupies the chair of this 
House to such a necessity, he (Mr. Winrurop) 
would no longer object. He had no expectation 
of ever occupying the chair again himself, and he 
was sorry to believe that a long time might elapse 
before any gentleman on his side of the House 
would be called to such a dignity, If gentlemen 
on the other side, therefore, were so very anxious 
to place their own Speaker in such a predicament, 
he (Mr. W.) was almost willing that it should be 
so. He thought, however, that the Speaker him- 
self would, in such a case, most earnestly pray to 
be saved from his friends. The history of his ad- 
ministration would present a monotonous epitome 
of unexplained’ votes—aye and no—on all the end- 
less variety of questions which could be ‘submitted 
abolition petitions, Wilmot provisoes, private 
claims, and the like—and would undoubtedly fur- 
nish a most edifying record for the study of his 
opponents.. The chair was no bed of roses at the 
best; but, with this amendment of the rules, it 
would be more than ever a bed of thorns. : 

Mr. ROBINSON rose, he said, not to protract 
the talk upon this question. There were, he be- 
lieved, some twenty-three amendments which had 


10 


been reported by the committee; and as yet the 
House had not disposed of the first: If he correct- 
lw understood the present state of the case, the 
House had proceeded so far, (and it was a fortu- 
nate thing that they had done so,) as to adopt the 
rules of the last House, so that it was not without 
something for its, government. He would pause 
to inquire from the Speaker whether if he was right 
in this supposition ? 

The SPEAKER. Does the Chair understand 
the gentleman as asking whether or not the rules 
of the last House have been adopted? 

Mr. ROBINSON assented. 

The SPEAKER. When the point was submit- 
ted by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Scuenck,] 
the Chair stated that if the first clause of the re- 
port of the committee should be adopted, the rules 
of the House, as they existed at the close of the 
last session of Congress, would stand—gubject to 
such amendments as might be adopted, either as 
reported by the committee, or as offered by mem- 
bers and adopted by the House. The Chair is of 
opinion that the House has now adopted the rules, 
subject to these amendments. 

Mr. ROBINSON. Very well. Then we can 
as well postpone the further consideration of the 
subject until we have gone through with the elec- 
tion of officers of the House, when we shall have 
| more time to talk aboutit. I therefore move that 


l| the further consideration of the subject be post- 


poned until Monday next, and on that motion I call 
the previous question. 

Mr. SCHENCK. The consequence of which 
will be, as well understood by you, sir, (to the 
Speaker,) that we shall never get at the rules again- 
Is it not so, Mr. Speaker? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot say. The 
previous question, (addressing Mr. Rosiwson)—— 

„Mr. SCHENCK. I know it is not debatable, 


sir. 

The SPEAKER (continuing.) The previous 
question is not necessary on a motion to postpone. 

Mr. CLEVELAND asked the yeas and nay 
on that motion; which were refused. 

Mr. SCHENCK asked for tellers on the motion 
to postpone. 

Mr. GENTRY rose to inquire of the Speaker, 
whether he had: understood the Chair as deciding 
that the rules had been adopted sibject to modifi- 
cations? 

The SPEAKER said, in the opinion of the 
Chair such was the state of the case; and the 
rules, as they now stood, would be enforced by 
the Cheir until they should have been modified by 
further action of the House. S 

The question on the motion to postpone the fur- 
ther consideration of the. subject until Monday 
next, was then taken and decided in the negative 
—ayes 53, noes not counted. 

So the House decided that the subject should 
not be postponed. . 

Mr. STANTON said that some dissatisfaction 
seemed to exist, and dissatisfaction had been ex- 
pressed at the length of the discussion which had 
taken place on this amendment of the committee. 
He thought such dissatisfaction was out of place. 
The action of this House was to be controlled 
by the rules, now to be adopted, up to the close of 


some five or six days might be much more usefully 
employed in the discussion of the subject, than the 
spending of as many weeks in the election of offi- 
cers. Very few remarks were necessary from him. 
| The first amendment was a correct one. It was co- 
incided in by every one; approved on all hands, 
The Speaker, occupying the Chair, ought not to be 
divested of the privilege of voting. Hehadthesame 


vote. The Speaker also had a right to express his 
opinions; and why there should be an attempt to 
bring the coercive power of the House into opera- 
: tion, to restrict him in the exercise of that right, 
| more than to restrict any other member? If these 
principles are admitted to be correct, whence the 
necessity of any rule on the subject? He was 
| willing to leave it to the discretion of the Speaker, 


the session; and it appeared to him, that even | 


right to vote as any representative on the floor. || 
The House had no power to deprive him of that 


as it was left to the discretion of every other mem- 
ber, to vote or not, as he thought. best. He-did 
not believe that any Speaker would find any diffi- 
culty in giving his vote on any subject, and in pre- 
senting his reasons for such vote. He did not 
know that the Speaker might regard itas necessary 
for him to show the grounds on which he gave his 
vote on any question which might be presented 
here. Speeches were not intended for the enlight~ 
enment of the man himself, but for those to whom 
they were addressed, or to the constituents of those 
who made them. : ‘ 
The Speaker, however, might be called on to 
vote upon almost any question which was to be 
decided; and when parties were so equally divided 
as they are in the present Congress, the present 
Speaker might be frequently placed in that situa- 
tion. In that case he did not believe thal the pres- 
ent Speaker would ever desire to evade the respon- 
sibility. He did not believe that any gentleman 
who might occupy the chair would object to have 
the resolutions put to him which had been referred 
to by the gentleman from Massachusetts: 7 
As to matters of an: unimportant character, he 
did not think that any Speaker ought to make it a 
practice to descend from the .chair.and make a 
speech to the House. But in cases of importance, 
the propriety of such a course would not be dis- 
puted by any one. We ought to leave the Speaker 
the same freedom, and impose the same duties on 
him, as we leave to and impose on every repre- 
sentative here, whether in the chair or on the floor. 
On many important topics, there were but few who 
had the opportunity of expressing their views, and 
who were frequently forced to give their votes 
without explaining the reasons on which they were 
given. The best course, in his opinion, would be 
to adopt the amendment of the gentleman. from 
Maryland, and strike out the twelfth rule altogether. 
If such a motion was not made, he was now ready 


to make it. 

Mr. TUCK agreed with gentlemen who con- 
sidered the adoption of these rules of some import- 
ance. He did not rise, however, to prolong the 
debate, but to make an effort to bring it to a ter- 
mination. He would only say.a word to explain 
what the dissatisfaction was which existed, and 
why. It was not because gentlemen on his side 
felt any unwillingness to listen to the discussion, 
but because a majority of the House had already 
made up their minds, and were ready now to give 
their votes. And if this debate were protracted 
for four or five days, not a vote would be changed 
by the delay. He would have been glad to vote 
for the amendment of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, if that gentleman had not withdrawnfit. 
He thought it useless to protract the. debate, and 
would close his remarks here, andenot subject 
himself to. the imputation that he was participaung 
in a protraction of a debate on the rules, while 
they were neglecting the weightier matters of the 
law. He trusted that these questions might be de- 
cided without unnecessary waste of time. 

The question wos then taken, and the amend- 
ment reported by the committee agreed to. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, now moved 
that the rule, as it had been amended, be stricken 
out. 

The question was taken, and decided in the neg- 
ative without a division. : 

So the rule, as amended, was retained: 

MODE OF YOTING. ` 
Mr. SCHENCK moved to amend the 14th rule, 


which is in the following words: ; 
© Tp all cases of election by ghe House of its officers, the 


vote shalt be taken vird voce s— oe 
By striking out the words “ vive voce 
serting “ by ballot? 0, 
[To this role the committee had not reported 
ent. : 
any an ENEK said he would set a good ex- 
ample, by not saying one word about the amend- 
me Mesner: (in his seat.) You have already 
violated. your own rule. 
<- The question was taken, and 
“rejected. 


>» and in- 


å 
the amendment was 
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The Crerx then read the next amendment, re- 
ported by the committee to the 17th rule, being | 
-that which regulates admission within the Hall. 
The amendment was merely verbal. ` 

The next amendment, to the same rule, was 
read. It extends the privilege of admission to the 
members of the Legislatures, for the time being, 
‘of the States and Territories. : 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agteed to. 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, moved to amend 
the rule, as amended, by striking out the words 
‘the Commissioners of the Navy Board.” f 

Mn BAYLY. There is no Navy Board. 

The question was taken, and the amendment, 
by ayes 70, noes not counted „was agreed to. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved further 


hete, placed on a footing with the rabble of Wash- 


i 
| 


the business of the people; atd is it not monstrous, 


and exclude from it a crowd, who.perplex and ob- 
struct our business? -My constituents cannot come 
here. ‘There is not one of them in the city. What 
will-your rule be worth to: them?. ‘What will it be 
worth to them, to have their representatives mixed 
up with the population-of Washington? Who do 
the people of this city represent, that they should 
have the privilege of this floor? Whom do they 
! come here to sefve? a 
Sir, there is not a mechanic on the streets, who 
| has not the privilege ofa workshop, and the right 
to be unmolested in his private vocation; and yet, 
in the great business of the country, gentlemen 


to amend the rule by striking out the words 
€< Treasurer, Comptrollers, Registers, and Audit- 
ors.” F ’ 


The question was taken and the amendment : 


was rejected. 

The next question was on the following amend- 
ment which the committee proposed to add to the 
end of the said seventeenth rule: : 

« And no person, not known to the Doorkeeper to be en 
titled to the privilege of the floor, shall enter the Hall, un 
Jess the Doorkeeper shall be informed by a Member that the 
individual is entitled to admission under this rule? 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, expressed 
the hope that the amendment would be voted 
down. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, hoped it would 
not be voted down. If the House had any rule 
regulating this matter at all, that rule should be 
énforced. 

Mr. ROOT moved to amend the amendment by 
adding after the word * rule,” the words ‘and in 

` what capacity.” 

The question was taken, and the amendment to | 


the amendment was rejected. ji 


And the question recurring on the amendment 
proposed by the committee, it was taken and (as 
the reporter understood) decided in the affirmative. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, moved to | 
amend further by adding the words ‘and such per- 
sons as the Speaker or a Member may introduce.” 

Mr. BUTLER said he desired as many persons 
to come in as the House would accommodate. 
He believed that they might as well legislate with 

. closed doors as.in the manner they now legislated. 
He would rather have no restriction, except as to 
the bar. He would have every place filled. 

After a brief conversation, Mr. THOMPSON, 


of Pennsylvania, asked the yeas and nays on the | 


amendment. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, hoped, he fi 
All who |! 
were acquainted with the state of things in the | 


said, that the yeas would not be called. 


House knew that most generally, whenever any 
subject of interest was before the House, the 
outside of the bar was entirely filled up. There 
were large galleries for the accommodation of the 
people. If she amendment was agreed to, the con- 


sequence would be that the House would all the | 


time be legislating in a crowd. He felt satisfied 


that the sense of the House was against the | 


amendment. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, briefly 
Supported the amendment. He was opposed to 
shutting themselves up, whether it was necessary 
or not. If inconvenience should arise, the true 
responsibility would rest upon those who intro- 
duced persons here. 

Mr. WOODWARD said: I am utterly opposed, 
Mr. Speaker, to the proposition of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Burrer.] Adopt the 
rule suggested, and you will find that gentlemen 


least scrupulous, least regardful of the comfort of |! 


this body, and of considerations of propriety, will 
fili the Hall with their favorites and friends, or, 
perhaps, not have sufficient self-respect to deny 
any who may apply to them; while members of 
the opposite character, who are capable of appre- 
ciating what is proper and becoming, will not be | 
able to find room for a few of their most worthy 
and esteemed friends. 
Sir, we sit here not as the people, but as their 
-Tepresentatives, each representing some eighty 
thousand; and it is no compliment to those we rep- 
resent, nor anything to their benefit, but greatly to į 
their disadvantage, to have their representatives, 


i 
1 
| 
| 


: would deny to.this body an equal privilege, Even 
: a petty jury, with its little questions of debt, or 
damages, is entitled by law to have a room to 
itself. ‘No reasonable man ever thinks of trans- 
acting any kind of business, however unimportant, 
in the midst of a crowd. 

Suppose the people assembled at Washingten, 
i dent’s business room, who would not regard it as 
a monstrous pretension? Even we the representa- 
| tives of the people, when business requires us to 
' see the President,—the business of our constitu- 
ents, have to wait in the anti-chamber, and be 
entertained in the mean time, by a messenger, a 


the pleasure of the President, or Secretary of State, 
or some other subordinate of the President, to see 
us; and frequently, after waiting two hours, we 
are compelled to hurry to this hall, and wait on 
the President or Secretary, at a future time. And 
‘ no one considers this a hardship. The President 
| is engaged in the public service, and the interests of 
| the people require, that he should not be molested 
in his business. Would the gentleman think of 
imposing upon the king branch of the government, 
| or any of its subordinates, the degrading terms he 
| seeks to impose upon this House—to permit any 


| one member to assemble a rabble on this floor, | 


to the annoyance of all the rest? Sir, I despise 
the proposition! It impresses my mind with what 
so many incidents, have heretofore demonstrated ; 
that everything is tending to the degradation, and 
i debasement of the legislative branch of the Gov- 
ernment, and to bring it under humbler relations 
to the Executive than those which the British 
House of Commons bears to the King. ` 

Sir, rather than adopt this rule, I would exclude 
from this hall every individual, not engaged in the 
public business, which is here transacted. If you 
| want reform, abolish those enormous galleries. 
This done, you would have debate and sensible 
discussion, instead of orations and demagogue 
harangues, to excite and entertain spectators. The 
i Journal that is kept and the reporters, would in- 
form the people what you are doing. 

Mr. McCLERNAND said he should vote for 
the proposition of the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia, and for the very reasons which had been 
brought forward by the gentleman from South 
Carolina [Mr. Woopwarp] for voting against it, 
| The gentleman had said that the most unserupu- 
lous members of the House would fill the galleries 


priety, would not introduce their friends. Now, 
under the existing rules, the very thing of which 


the amendment of the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia would relieve that class who were denominated 
unscrupulous, from the offence of introducing 
strangers into the galleries and upon the floor, 
; while at the same time it would not aggravate the 
| evils of which the gentleman complained. 

Again, the admission of strangers under this 


the President and the heads of the Departments in 
receiving those who called upon them. 
would have the House imitate the very same ex- 
; ample. The gentleman would have the populace 


floor of the House. 


ington city. This, sir, is a Hall for business, for. 


to pretend, that as public servants, we cannot ap- | 
propriate a hall for the transaction of business, | 


should claim the privilege, of entering the Presi- | 


dporkeeper; yes, a negro doorkeeper, until: it is | 


and the House itself, while others, mindful of pro- ! 


the gentleman complained was perpetrated. Now | 


| amendment would not obstruct the business of the | 
House any more than their admission now did. | 
The gentleman from South Carolina complained || 
of the reluctance, even of the superciliousness of ! 


Yet he = 


excluded from the gallery as well as from the | 


marks were entirely inaudible ‘at the left of the 
Speaker. ‘ : 


Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, interrupted the 


| remarks of Mr. Tromrson, with the point of order 


that it was not competent for the gentleman from 
IMinois [Mr. MeCierwanp] to yield the floor to 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania to make a speech 
under semblance of an explanation. - f 

The SPEAKER sustained the point of order. 

After some conversation on the point of order, 
Mr. THOMPSON proceeding with his remarks— 

Mr. JONES rose and claimed the floor, and it 
was awarded to him. 

He said he was for the people, fa langh.] He 
should be rejoiced if the constituents of every gen- 
Ueman here could be present and eognizant of 
every act-and every motion that impelled him to 
action. Butas it was impossible, and as it was 
impossible ‘for any considerable ‘portion of the 
people who were interested in fair, legitimate, 


i honest Jegislation, to comè into this Hall, they 


should, in order to deliberate and discharge ‘the 
high duties incumbent upon'them, ‘keep aut the 
harpies, the claim-agents who beset the Represent- 
atives of the people at every entrance within the 
bar of this Hall. Here were galleries, large and 
ample, not sufficient, however, to contain all the 
people of the United States. He would prefer to 
give the privilege to members of inviting every- 
body they pleased upon this floor, or to repeal the 
rule, abolish the office of doorkeeper, and throw 
open their doors to the world. Pass this amend- 
ment, and it would be tantamount to that; for he, 
for one, under the privilege secured to him, if this 
amendment were adopted, would give a public in- 
vitation to “all the world, and the rest of man- 
kind.””. [Laughter.] 

Mr. ROOT said it appeared to him to be of some 
importance who were admitted within the Halt. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. If the gentle~ 
man would allow a moment’s interruption, ‘he 
would merely remark that this Hall contained no 
more room than was necessary for those who had . 


| to transact the business of legislation. If, indeed, 


we would consent to remove these desks, a great 
advantage would be gained in point of room. 

Mr. BUTLER modified his proposition so.as to 
give a member a right to.introduce any of his con- 
stituents. 

Mr. ROOT resumed. This proposition did not 
look so much to the benefit at large as to the inter~ 
est of particular gentlemen, whose constituents ` 
were not very remote, and who could easily come 
here, while it benefited none of those gentlemen 
whose constituents were at a distance. There was 
not more room in the Hall than was necessary for 
the accommodation of members. If more were 
admitted it would cause’ great inconvenience. 
Members were now beset with constant applica~ 
tions for invitations to the galleries, or for permis- 
sion just to come within the Hall fora few moments 
to look on. After a National Convention there 
was always a number of persons pressing on them; 
they overran the Hall; and when this was the case, 
gentiemen were not in the habitof paying much 
attention to the business of the country, but were ` 
practising the agreeable to their visitors. 

Mr. R. went on to portray the evils which the 
adoption of this amendment would bring in its 
train, but, owing to the loud conversation, it was 
impossible for the reporter to catch more than de- 
tached words. The gentleman from ‘Tennessee 
had regarded itas a sort of general invitation. 
But he hoped there,was no intention to go to that 
length. As to all the talk about the dear people, 
admitting the people, he thought that water was 
too thin to run down hill. The people had sent 
us here to transact their business. They want us 
to attend to that business. Ff any of our constitu- 
ents happen to come on here, we ¢an easily get 
them accommodated with places in the galleries, 
where they have a right to remain as long as they 
behave themselves like gentlemen. As to others, 
why there were always plenty of persons lounging 
about our lobbies, who were very desirous to 
serve their country in any way which might be 
profitable to themselves; and there! were many 
others, who had, perhaps, claims on the Govern- 
ment, of very long standing, and which had found 
their way into a great variety of hands. But, as 
to the people, the best way in which we could pro- 
mote their interest, was by coming toa vote on 


the amendment. : 
Mr. STANTON, of Fennessee, thought the 
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rule sufficiently extensive. As it now stands, we 
might make arrangements which would accommo- 
date all. if we were to remove these desks, which. 
enable gentlemen to read their newspapers, and 
write their letters—and in saying this, he intended 
no disrespect to any—a great deal of additional 
room would be obtained. He would move an 
amendment to that effect. 

The CHAIR decided that the amendment would 
not be in-order. . 

Mr. STANTON expréssed a wish that the 
amendment should be read. - : 

The CHAIR. Theamendment is out of order. 

Mr. STANTON. The Chair rules my amend- 
ment out of order, but does not rule me out of 
order, 

The CHAIR. The amendment is out of order 
while another amendment is pending. 

“Mr. STANTON resumed. He concurred with 
the gentleman from South Carolina that members 

_ were unable to get access to the Heads of Depart- 

ments, If a gentleman went to any of the Heads 
of Departments, he had to wait a long time without 
being able to get admitted. He had himself felt 
the inconvenience of this during the present ses- 
sion. But it was not only the inconvenience of 
not seeing the officer, but there was another incon- 
venience of which he complained, that of not hav- 
ing his letters on matters of business answered. 
He was not disposed. to go so far in the way of re- 
taliation as to refuse to these Heads of Departments 
access to this Hall. But he did not see with what 
propriety we could adopt a resolution to admit all 


without some change in the arrangements of the |! 
Hall. it 


Mr. TUCK rose and disclaimed any wish to 
limit the eloquent speeches of gentlemen. But he | 
desired to call theirattention to this fact, that the 
subject of the rules had been confided to the hands 
of an able committee, who had given to it a careful 
consideration. It was clear to him that the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania would 
be rejected by a majority of nine to one, notwith- 
standing all the powerful arguments which had been | 
urged to show that they ought to be adopted. He 
thought that proper attention and respect were not 
paid to the deliberations of the committee to whom | 
the subject had been committed. All the sugges- | 
tions which were now made had doubtless been | 
made to them. 
was much anxiety among gentlemen to come to a 
vote. If there was to be the same consumption of 
time on every subject which would come up before 
the House, às there had been on this, but little 
business would be brought to a termination. He 
hoped gentlemen would consent to come toa speedy 
vote. So faras he could understand the gencral 
sentiment around him, it was a desire to take the 
vote. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, said, that in 
offering the amendment he had been actuated by 
no desire to prolong the discussion. 

Mr. McMULLEN asked if the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania had not already spoken on the 
subject. * 

he SPEAKER replied that the gentleman was 
occupying the floor by the courtesy of the gentle- 
man from New Hpmpshire. ` 

Mr. BUTLER resumed. He had been desirous 
to introduce one of his constituents. But he found 
that he could not get him in. The galleries were 
so crowded that he could not finda place there for 
him; and he had not been able to obtain his ad- 
mission within the Hall. It was merely for the 
purpose of enabling himself, and such other gen- 
tlemen as might have their constituents calling on 
them for similar privileges, when they happened to 
come here, that he desired to have this change in |] 
the rules. For this object, and for no other, he | 
had introduced the amendment which was now 
under consideration. 

Mr. TUCK said he concurred with the gentle- 
man from South. Carolina. He thoughtit would | 
be impracticahle to adopt and carry ont the amend- l 
ment of the gentleman: from Pennsylvania. Such | 
a rule was formerly adopted, and was in operation 
during one Congress. But the very nextsession 
it was rescinded by an almost unanimous vote. 

Mr. McMULLEN said he regretted to see the 
eourse which had been pursued this morning. 
He regretted to see this unprecedented eagerness | 
after change. The gentleman from New Hamp- į 


| come here from Pennsylvania and 


On his side of the House there || 


Pennsylvania,which, heassured the House, would 
be rejected by a vote of nine to one, had yet enter- 
„tained us with two speeches. He had hoped that 
a different course would have been-pursued in re- 
lation to this report. The proposition of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania professed a great regard 
for the people. That gentleman had constituents 
near here, and could say to them, ‘* Come herc, 
my dear people, and hear our discussions.” And 


doubtless come.. And suppose the people came 
from that State, and from Georgia, and from my 
State, what would be the consequence? ‘The rep- 
resentatives would be all turned out of their seats, 
and the business of the country would be entirely 
interrupted. And was this to be done? 

[A remark which was not audible to the report- 
er, called up Mr. McCurrwanp, who said a word 
or two in explanation.} 

Mr. McMULLEN resumed. The gentleman 
may be right or wrong. But I wish to tell him 
that I was misapprehended in some remarks which 
I made some days ago. He then went on to speak 
of his inexperience here, but stated that he was 
familiar with the practice in the Virginia Legisla- 
ture, which was not inferior to this House in dig- 
nity, and even in talent. If the people were to 
irginia, we 
must expect to be subjected to great annoyance, 
and to serious inconvenience. He concluded with 
moving the previous question, which he after- 
wards withdrew. 

Mr. WOODWARD. In relation to the ques- 
tion who shall occupy the floor, what interests the 
people most, next to the privileges of their repre- 
sentatives to speak and vote here, is, the opportu- 
nity that may be afforded to reporters to note ac- 
| curately what is said and done. Now, if you 
will inquire of those gentlemen (the reporters) 
they willinform you that the conversations carried 
on outside of the bar, disable them to hear satis- 
factorily anything said in debate. 

Mr. STRONG rose to make a single remark. 
He desired to call the attention of the House to a 
single fact which, in his opinion, ought to be con- 
clusive. Those members who, for any length of 
time, had held seats on this floor, knew that the 
| Jobbies were at all times sufficiently filled with 
| strangers. Yet the House had this day adopted 
a rule under which four thousand additional 
: persons will be brought into this Hall. We had 
| adopted a rule to admit.all the members of the ex- 
: isting State Legislatures. And these amounted to 
' about four thousand persons, and most of them 
persons who are in the habit of coming into 
| Washington during the sittings of Congress. In 
| his opinion, it would be most unwise still further 
to open the doors. He was, therefore, on these 
| grounds, opposed to the proposition of his col- 
| league. And althqngh he was aware that the pre- 
| vious question would bring the House to a direct 
| vote on the amendments as they came from the 
| committee, as the report had been for some days 
in the hands “of gentlemen, and must be well un- 


! derstood, he would now call for the previous 


question. 

Mr. SCHENCK inquired what would be the 
effect of the previous question ? 

Mr. VINTON expressed his hope that the pre- 
vious question would be withdrawn, as he was de- 
sirous to make a very few remarks on the report 
generally. : 

Mr. STRONG said that as he was desirous to 
accommodate gentlemen, he would withdraw the 
call for the previous question. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, asked if the 
previous question would bring the House to a sep- 
arate vote on each rule? 

The CHATR replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. STEPHENS hoped, then, that the call for 
the previous question would be sustained. ; 

Mr. STRONG said he had withdrawn the 


call. 

Mr. VINTON said if the report was now open 
to discussion, he desired to say a few words in ex- 
planation of the report. , 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, raised the ques- 
tion of order, whether the gentleman from Ohio 


| had a right to discuss any other amendment than 


the one which was before the House. 

The CHAIR decided that he had, 

Mr. VINTON said he regarded what had been 
already done as calculated to have little effect-on 


shire who had twice spoken in deprecation of any 
debate on the proposition of the gentleman from- 


the business of the House, But -he desired to call 


the people of the great State of Pennsylvania would. 


a —z 
the attention of the House. to the éighth ametidment 


| of the committee, as reported; as follows: ’ . 


& Add to the end of the 3lst ruje the following: And in 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, as well 
as in Committee of. the Whole House, no debate shaikbe in 
order, unless ‘confined to the bill or question under the spe- 
cial consideration of the committee.’ ” 


It was not the design of this amendment to 


‘adopt a new rule, but. to ‘introduce a declaratory 
provision ‘which would have the effect of enforcing ` 


the existing law of the House, and put an end.. to 
an abuse of debate, which had been productive of 
much mischief. An opinion within a few years 
past had grown up in the House, that there was 
a wide difference in respect to relevancy of debate 
| between the House and a Committee of the Whole 
House. That in the former, the debate must be 
confined to such topics as were. relevant to, and 
had some connection with, the subject under con- 
sideration; while in the latter, the debate might 
depart altogether from- the question, and go into 
topics having no sort of relation to it. This was 
a great error,and had been productive ofsmany 
evils. Itis trae that, when sitting in committee, 
the body is free from many of the rules which re- 
strain or terminate debate in the House; but it is 
not true that either in the House, or in Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, or Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, debate is in order on 
topics which have no relation to the subject. or 
question under consideration. For example, in 
the House, a member can speak but once-to the 
question. This rule does not prevail in commit- 
tee. In the House, debate may be terminated by 
a motion for the previous question, or to lay the 
subject on the table; or it may be turned aside 
from the merits to some collateral question, as by 
a motion to postpone the subject to another day. 
In committee, none of these things can be dane. 
But when the merits of the question are under 
consideration, it is in order to say anything upon 
it which would be in order in committee. In a 
word, the great end and design of going into com- 
mittee is to get a thorough discussion of the ques- 
tion without any interruption of the debate, or the 
interposition of motions which will turn the de- 
bate aside from the merits of the question. To 
wander away from the merits is, therefore, to sub- 
vert the great purpose of debate in committee. 
This abuse has grown to such an extent that, in 
committee, it is all but impossible for those who 
desire to discuss the question to get an opportu- 
nity todo it. This class of speakers are crowded 


harangues about subjects totally foreign to. the 
question under consideration. In proof of this, 
we need hot go. any further back than the last Con- 
gress. The first important measure brought before 
the last Congress was the. sixteen million: loan 
bill. It was a great measure, Invo 

great public considerations. Having the charge of 
the bill, in an opening speech I made a general 
exposé of the condition of Treasury, present and 
prospective, which rendered the loan necessary— 
the debate proceeded—there was a great struggle 
for the floor; but for ten or twelve days not a word. 
was said about the bill. Speech after speech was 
made upon topics totally foreign to the question, 
one speaker making his harangue upon one thing, 
and another upon something else, and all ‘equally 
aside from the business in hand. This abuse of 
debate went on till an order of the House was ob- 
tained to stop the debate in committee at a fixed 
time, then near at hand. After that some speeched 
were made about the bill, The same thing was 
repeated upon almost every appropriation bill in 
the last Congress. The old practice was far differ- 
ent from this. When I came into this House, 
twenty-six years ago, this would have been looked 
upon as monstrous, and would not have been tol- 
erated. If gentlemen will go back-to the debates 
in committee on the great questions then before 
Congress, such as the internal improvement bill, 
the tariff bill of 1824, and other measures of great 
importance, whioh then deeply enlisted the feelings 
ofthe American people, they will find a succes- 
sion of able, thorough, and complete arguments 
of the questions, but no speeches ad captandum 
about matters having nothing to do with the ques- 
ae is there any danger of restricting debate 
under the rule, as formerly practiced upon, and 
now proposed to be reinstated in practice, within 
*too narrow limits. Suppose, for example, a bill 
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off of the floor by. those who are charged with 


involving many and - 
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were before the committee to improve the harbor 
of Cleveland on Lake Erie, it would be perfectly 
in order to question the right of the General Gov- 
ernmént to make the improvement; the great 
subject of the power of the Government over in- 
terhal improvements would be fully open; the 
condition of the treasury, present and prospective, 
to bear the expense, would properly come under 
debate. The necessity, expediency, and practica- 
bility of this particular measure would also be open 
for discussion; but on the question whether Cleve- 


land harbor should be improved, it clearly would | 


not be in order to go into a-debate about the slave 
trade or slavery inthe. District of Columbia, nor 
for a gentleman, to make a. speech to prove that 
Santa Fé is in the State of Texas. 

Now, sir, when the. question of slavery or the 
slave trade in the District of Columbia, or the ques- 
tion of the boundary of Texas comes up to be acted 


upon, I am ready.and willing patiently and atten- | 


tively to hear all that may be said on both sides; 
but [am not willing, while I am engaged in the 
consideration of another important measure, to 


have those or any other wholly irrelevant questions || 
dragged into the debate to distract the attention of į 
the members, disturb the harmony of the body, | 


and “produce mischievous agitation in the country. 

There is no danger but that all questions in 
which the people of the United States feel an inter- 
est will come up for consideration here. It isim- 
possible to prevent it, if we would. Every gentle- 


man will havea proper occasion for the expression | 


of his opinion on all questions, if we will but do 
one thing at a time, and devote ourselves to the 
matter in-hand. I have been an attentive observer 
of the progress of this abuse, and I am firmly per- 
suaded that to this departure from the law of the 
House, as well as from the rule of reason and com- 
mon sense in the transaction of business, we are 
chiefly indebted for the unhappy state of things 
now existing in the country. The people have 
been inflamed and alarmed by speeches made upon 
questions having nothing to do with the harangues 
of those who sought to produce agitation. The 
House by this abuse has been converted into an 
instrument for stump speeches and the most mis- 
chievous invectives. In this way sectional and 


local hatreds and prejudices have been, and will | 


continue to be fomented 
rected. 
This abuse was the chief cause of the increased 


, unless the abuse be cor- 


and increasing length of the sessions of Congress. | 
Members being permitted to choose their own | 
topics to speak upon, without any regard to the 


question under debate, multitudes of speeches are 
made, and topics brought before the House to an- 
swer local purposes, and which, if the debate were 


confined within proper and reasonable limits, | 


would never be heard of; or, if heard of, only in 


their proper place. We had therefore more speak- |i 
In | 


ing than formerly, and of a worse character. 
this way, members who wish to speak to the 
question, and explain the reasons for their’ votes, 
are crowded out and forced to vote without being 
heard; and then commences a series of personal 


explanations’in the House, or perhaps a debate | 


on the subject on some other bill, when the ques- 
tion has passed by and been disposed of. 

Mr. DISNEY said he had but a single word to 
say in reply to his colleague. 
stood the remarks of his colleague, they went di- 
rectly to the existence of the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. If you restrict 
the latitude of debate in that committee—if you 
impose this limit to discussion—in what will con- 
sist the difference between the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union and a Committee 
of the Whole? In the imagination of his colleague, 
if the subject comes once into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, that committee 
has divested itseif of all power to restrain discus- 
sion; for he had said that there was no mode of 
restricting it, 
of the conimittee could move that the committee 
rise and report the bill? Was it not competent 


for any one to move that the committee risc and : 


report progress, and then that the House adjourn. 


Mr. VINTON explained, that if, when in com- | 
mittee, a motion was made to rise and report the į} 
bill, any member could put aside the motion by | 


rising to speak to the bill or to move an amend- 
ment; such motion did not stop debate. 


Mr. DISNEY asked his colleague if he meant to | 


If he had under- || 


Had he forgotten that any member | 


‘the committee to rise and report, and thus end 
the matter? À 

Mr. VINTON replied, that he did intend to 
|| Say so, in cage any member wished to speak or 
| move an amendment. 

Mr. PRESTON KING was of opinion that the 
House, having perfect control of the committee, 
could at any time put an end to a debate. 

Mr. DISNEY said he was unfamiliar with the 
usages of this House. But he had, very little re- 
spect for any usage the effect of which was to di- 
vest any body of its rights. 4 

Mr. VINTON. here referred to the different 
rules of the House, to show in what points there 
|| appeared to be conflicting provisions. 

Mr. DISNEY insisted that the old rules were 
consistent in their tendency to carrying out the old 
|| Parliamentary law. There was the same law op- 
[erating in'the House and in committee, but the 
usage under it was not;so fettered down in com- 
mittee as it was in the House. The law. was such, 
I be the usage what it may. But his object was, 


debate? He only asked for information. 
Mr. VINTON replied that he only desired that 


were compelled to sit, and hear in silence. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said he un- 
ii derstood the rules now under consideration were, 


If we go to adopt any more stringent 
We 


in Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union,,that the acts of the Executive and of the 
Heads of the Departments can be considered, and 
brought into free and full discussion. Are gentle- 
| men afraid that these discussions will come up? 
| Are they alarmed at the prospect of too rigid and 
sifting an examination? 

Mr. ASHMUN,. Will the gentleman allow me 
to remind him that this amendment comes from 
the Committée on the Rules, appointed by the 
| Chair, and that the chairman anda majority of the 
| members of that committee are Democrats? 
| Mr. THOMPSON resumed. He was attend- 
Hing to the remarks of the gentleman from Ohio, 
i not to the report of the committee. No matter 
who reported the amendmest, he asked what 
| would be its effect? The gentleman from Ohio 
had said that it had been the practice to examine 
these matters closely in committee. Now he 
wished this to continue to be the practice. He 
| desired the adoption of no rule by which the pres- 
i| ent mode of examining the subjects which ema- 
‘nated from the Headsof Departments should be 
ij relaxed. 

As the gentleman from Ohio was familiar with 
| the subject, he would suggest to him that, in case 
i| any gentleman was placed in a false position by 
| the course of the debate, ought he not to have an 
‘| opportunity to reply? It has been said that this 
| may lead toa debate of an exciting character; and 
it may be so. One member makes a remark which 
calls fora reply; one word may lead to another, 
| and thus the whole field of debate may be thrown 
open. Norule that could be adopted would pre- 
| vent this. 

| Mr. VINTON said this practice had grown out 
| of the abuse of the rule. Formerly there was no 
| such practice as an order of the House to terminate 
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| debate in committee. 
course pursued in the twenty-sixth Congress, when 


| the minority. 
| 
j session, because the majority had determined to 
jį take the bill out of the Committee of the Whole on 
i| the state of the Union, the majority forced the mi- 


nority, who had determined to be heard, to aban- 


gay thatin sucha case it was not competent for don speaking. Mr. Barnard got up at one o’clock 


I| principally, to ask his colleague why, at this par- | 
ticular juncture, he desired to try to fetter down | 


the rule should be put in such a shape as to check | 
the prevailing abuse which allowed members to | 
introduce every topic under the present system; į 
this was allowed to be done, while other members |; 


| 
i 


| the majority had. sufficient power.to grind down |; 
He reminded the House that, in a | 
case where the House remained thirty-six hours in ! 


| 
| 
i 


| 
| 
j 
{ 
| 
| 
i 
j 
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in the morning to obtain the floor, when the other 

side took the ground that he was out of order; and 

by raising questions of order, kept the committee ` 
from one until eight o’clock before he was permit- 

ted to proceed. He wished that the utmost lati- 

tude should be given to debate. He believed there 

was no other important rule to be considered. 

Mr. ROOT said there was a proposition to in- 
troduce a new rule relative to the Committee on 
the Contingent Fund. 

Mr. THOMPSON. That is a very good rule. 
Gentlemen around him were pressing him to move 
an adjournment. He was perfectly willing to go 
through with the rules to-day, if it could be done. 
But if not, he would move to postpone the further 
consideration of the report till Monday next. He 
was willing to adopt the rules now; but believing 
this could not be done, he would move that the 
further consideration of the subject be postponed 
until Monday next. 

Mr, PRESTON KING sent to the table an 
amendment to the 107th rule, providing, that if 
the majority of any committee shall refuse to re- 
port within thirty days on any petition or memo- 
rial submitted to them for consideration, it shall 
be in order for a minority of such committee to 
report to the House. : 

Mr. INGE moved that the House do now ad- 
journ; which was negatived. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Tuome- 
s0N’s motion to postpone. 

Mr. DUER rose to inquire of the Speaker, 
whether, if the subject was postponed until Mon- 
day, it would come up on that day in preference 
to other business? 

The SPEAKER said, that in the opinion of the 
Chair, it would be the first business in order on 
| that day, unless, between this time and that, some 
| special order should be made. 

Mr. DUER. If it should not be postponed, and 
| we should now adjourn, what becomes of the 
| report? : 

The SPEAKER. It would come up in the or- 
| ders of the day; it is not in the nature of a special 
| order. 
| Mr. DUER. So, n, we do not know when it 
will come up. 

The vote was then announced as ayes 97, noes 
69. 

So the further consideration of the subject was 
postponed until Monday next. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved that it be made the spe- 
cial order for that day. 

i ‘Thé SPEAKER ‘said that the motion would 
only be in order under a suspension of the rules. 
| Objections were made. 

| Mr. SCHENCK moved that the rules be sus- 
pended, to enable him to submit the motion. 

Mr. KAUFMAN moved that the House ad- 
ourn. 

? Mr. SCHENCK inquired whether, if the 
House should now adjourn, his motion to suspend 
the rules would come up to-morrow? 

The SPEAKER said, that a motion to suspend 
the rules would not be in order to-morrow. 

E r. SCHENCK was putting another inquiry, 
| when— 
| Mr, INGE insisted on the motion to adjourn. 
| The SPEAKER stated the question to be on 


that motion. 
Mr. VINTON rose to move a reconsideration 

i of the voté by which the rules bad been adopted. 

The SPEAKER said, the, motion to adjourn 
took precedence. 

The question was then taken and decided in the 
i affirmative—ayes 89, noes 83. 
So the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &c. 
The following petitions were presented under 
the rule, and appropriately referred : 


By Mr. POTTER: The memorial of Oscar White and 
others, citizens of Lucas county, Ohio, asking for an appro- 
! priation to improve the navigation of the Mauve river. 


Mr. THOMPSON replied by a reference to the |! By Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania: The memorial 


: of J. J. Rupert and 98 others, citizens of Pennsylvania, for 


a modification of the tariff, and the introduction of specific 
duties in regard to certain articles. Referred to the Com- 


: miltee of Ways and Means. 


Also, the memorial of Wm. Scott and 35 others, similar 
to the above, 
Also, the petition of citizens of Potter county, Pennsyl- 


| vania, for a mail routefrom Pike Mills, Potter county, to 


Westfield, Tioga county, Referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, a petition from the inhabitants of the same county, 
for a mail route from Roulette, Potter county, to Ceres, 


1850. 
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McKean county. Referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 


By Mr. RISLEY: The petition of John Russell, of | 


Chautauque county, New York, praying Congress to. grant 
bim a pension for injuries received while in the service of 
the country, in 1812-13, in the war with Great Britain. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. = 

By Mr. DOTY: The petition of sundry citizens of She- 
boygan Falls, for the ‘reduction of postage to two cents, and 
for the abolition of the franking privilege. Referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. ~ 

By Mr. SCHERMERHORN: The petition of the citizens 
of the city of Rochester, praying for the establishment of 
a semi-monthly mail from the city of New York to San 
Franciseo. 

The petition of Joel Cruttenden, for losses sustained and 
services performed as disbursing agent of the Cherokee 
Commissioners, under the treaty of 1835. 

„The petition of Abraham Van Ingen, heir of Doct. Dirk 
‘Van lagen, praying for the payment of the depreciation upon 
Continental money. i 

The petition of David Bell, praying for the payment of 
his share of a pension granted to Jesse Bell, deceased, + 

By Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky: The petition of John 
H. King, praying compensation for using an improved stock 
turning machine for rifles, at Harper’s Ferry, invented by 
him. + 
By Mr. HOWE: The petition of Samuel Duffand twenty- 
five other citizens of the county of Clarion, Pennsylvania, 
asking a change to be made in the present tariff laws, and 
an increase of duties on foreign importations. Referred to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 

_Also, the petition of John S: Mann, and twenty others, 
citizens of the county of Potter, Pennsylvania, praying 
Congress to repeal so much of the act of the 12th February, 
1793, as relates to the return of fugitive slaves, Referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BOWLIN: The petition of Louis Guion, and 
sixty-two others, citizens of the township of Carondelet, 
and county of St. Lous, Missouri, praying Congress to pass 
an act confirming their survey, by the Surveyor General, in 
1834, to their commons, as confirmed by act of 1812, and re- 
linguished by act of 1831. Referred to the Committee on 
Private Land Ciaims. 

On motion of Mr. PRESTON KING, 

Resolved, That the petition and papers of Mareus Spald- 
ing be taken from the Clerk’s files and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 


SENATE. g 
Monpay, January 14, 1850. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, covering a communication from 
the Secretary of State, made in compliance with 
a resolution of the Senate of the 7th instant, call- 
ing for copies of all correspondence that has taken 
place with the minister of Spain in Washington, 
or the authorities of Cuba, or the American con- 
sul at Havana, concerning the abduction of Rey, 
alias Garcia, by the Spanish consul at that port; 
which was laid on the table and ordered to be 

rinted. ; i 

The VICE PRESIDENT also laid before the 
Senate a communication from the Secretary of 
War, made in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate calling for a statement of the amount due 
the Seminole Indians in the service of the United 
Siates during the war with Florida; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee*on Indian Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented two memorials, very 
numerously signed by citizens of Boston, Massé- 
chusetts, asking the establishment of additional 
mail facilities to California, or else thata law may 
be passed permitting private individuals to per- 
form the service which the Government of the 
United States had failed to secure to the public. 

In presenting the memorials, Mr. W. stated 
that so great was the number of vessels at Cali- 
fornia, on their return,.or on their progress out, so 
great the amount of, property involved, so great 
and so fast increasing the number of persons there, 
that the petitioners were-of opinion that Congress 
should Authorize the Post Office Department to 
take immediate measures to forward the California 
mails by every good steamer which would take 
them out or bring them back at a fair price. , 

The memorials were referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. i 

Mr. WEBSTER. also presented the memorial 
of John Trenchard, administrator of Samuel Page, 
and the memorial of Lemuel Knal, and others, 
asking indemnity for French spoliations prior to 
1800; which were referred to the select committee. 

Mı. WEBSTER also presented the memorial of 
P. P. F. Degrand and others, proposing to con- 
struct a railroad and establish a line of telegraph 
from St. Louis, Missouri, to San Francisco, in 
California, and asking an act of incorporation, & 
Joan of United States stock, and the right of way 
through the public lands. 


‘ciated in the eastern and northern parts of the 


‘number of respectable and enterprising persons, 


Mr. W: stated that, while the subject of a com- 
munication by railroad from the western States, at 
‘the Mississippi river, to San Francisco, had not 
attracted that attention in the western and gouth- 
ern States which it deserved, it had not been dis-- 
regarded, nor had its importance been unappre-- 


country. Several meetings had been-held on that 
subject in the city.of Boston, attended by a large 


who had what they called a plan of railway across 
the country. This plan was attached to the me- 
morial.. “He had in his hand also a short printed 
account of the proceedings of one of the meetings, | 
and the subscriptions ‘to the plan, which he had 
read carefully, and considered deserving the se- 
rious attention of Congress. 

The memorial and papers were referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands, and a motion to print 
was referred to the Committee on Printing. 

~Mr. STEWART presented the memorial of the 
widow of Henry Dashiel, deceased, asking in- 
demnity for French spoliations prior to 1800. 

Mr. 8. also presented the memorial of Isabella 
Cole, executrix of William Cole, asking indem- 
nity for injuries to a vessel and cargo, belonging 
to her late husband, by the authorities of the Pe- 
ruvian Governmer.t; which,with the papers on the 
file, was referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. CASS presented the memorial of Anna 
McLean, widow óf an officer.-who died in service 
during the last war with Great Britain; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. C. also presented seven petitions of citizens | 
of Philadelphia; a petition from citizens of Syra- 
cuse, New York; and a petition of citizens of | 
Baltimore, asking that the spirit ration of the navy 
may be abolished; which were referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. C. also presented eight petitions from citi- 
zens of Pennsylvania, six from citizens of Boston, 
and a petition of citizens of Baltimore, asking that 
corporal punishment may be abolished in the navy 
of the United States; which were referred to the | 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. MILLER presented the petition of citizens 
of Patterson, New Jersey, asking a reduction of 
the rates of postage; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. M. also presented the memorial of A. R. 
Woolley, late an officer of the army, representing 
that he had been unlawfully dismissed the service, 


‘Mr. CASS presented the. memorial “of Eleazer. 
Wiliams, an Iroquois Indian, asking compensa- 
tion for. important services to the United’ States, 
rendered- during the last war with Great Britain, 
and. to be allowed a pension for a wound received . 
in battle; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. > ; : : ` 
. Mr. STURGEON presented a memorial. of -cit- 
izens of Pennsylvania, asking that the. soldiers: in 
the last war with Great Britain may be placed om 
the same footing, as to pay and bounty land, as 
the soldiers who served in the war with Mexico; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. S. also presented a petition from citizens of 
Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania, asking’ the 
enactment of a Jaw for the benefit of the surviving 
officers and soldiers in the last war with Great 
Britain; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. ` 

Mr. S. also presented a memorial of merchants 
and other'citizens of Pennsylvania, asking the- 
construction of ice harbors in the Delaware river; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. YULEE presented the memorial of Hupert 
H. Booly, a wagon-master in the army, asking to 
be allowed a pension; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented the memorial of 
Charles Findlay, asking to be allowed «interest'on 
certain drafts paid by the United States out of the 
fund created for the benefit of the Shawnee In- 
| dians; which was referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. : - 

Mr. SEBASTIAN presented a petition of the 
| late and present receivers of the land office in 
Washington, Arkansas, asking to be allowed 
commissions on entries of military bounty land 
warrants; which was referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Mr. WALES presented the petition of Stephen 
Colwell, administrtor of Wm. F. Smith, asking 
the payment of certain outstanding loan-office cer- 
tificates; which was referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. CLEMENS presented the memorial of citi- 
zens of Clarke county, Alabama, asking for addi- 
| tional mail facilities in that States; which was re- 
| ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
|| Post Roads. 

Mr. DAWSON presented ‘the memorial of the 
|| legal representatives of J. and E. Gardner, asking 


and asking that he may be allowed his pay and. 
emoluments from the date of his dismissal; which 
was referred to ihe Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. SEWARD presented the memorial of the 
heirs and representatives of John Chalmers, and 
the memorial of Hugh Auchincloss, executor of 
Bart and Stewart, asking for indemnity for French 
spoliations prior to 1800; which were referred to 
the select committee. 

Mr. S. also presented the petition of Benjamin 
Wood, a revolutionary soldier, asking to be al- 
lowed a pension; which was referred. to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. S. also submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: | 

Resolved, That the Commissioner of Pensions he directed 


to transmit to the Committee of the Senate on Revolutionary | 
Pensions the papers on file in his office, touching the appli- | 


|| indemnity for French spoliations prior to 1800; 
|| which was referred to the select committee on the 
| subject. i 

Mr. JONES presented the petition of James M. . 
Marsh, asking indemnity for depredations com- 
mitted on his property, while engaged in execu- 
ting public surveys, by a party of Sioux Indians; 
which was referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. BALDWIN, : : 


Ordered, That the memorial of C. Alexander and T. Bar- 
nard, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. 

On motion by Mr. HUNTER, 

Ordered, That the memorial of the president and profes- 
sors of Wiliam and Mary College be taken from the files, 
| and referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


cation of Benjamin Wood, a revolutionary soldier, for a 
pension, 

Mr. PEARCE presented the memorial of W. 
N. S. H. and H. Dorsett, the memorial of the | 
legal representatives of Paul Bantalon and Joshua | 
Barney, the memorial of the heirs-at-law of S. G. | 
Kennard, and the memorial of the heirs of John | 
Dumester, asking indemnity for French spoliations | 
prior to 1800; which were ordered to be referred | 

| 
| 


i 


to the select committee on the subject. E 
Mr. DICKINSON presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Waterloo, New York, asking a reduction 
of the postage, and the abolition of the franking | 
privilege; which was referred to, the Commiitee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
Mr. MORTON presented the memorial of A. | 


M. Dade, widow of a deceased army officer, ask- | 


i 
i 
l 
il 
t 
f 
| 


ing a renewal of her pension; which was referred | 


to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. M. also presented the memorial of John L. 
Knox, asking indemnity for losses sustained. by 
the burning of a government transport on the river 
Mississippi in 1848; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. MASON, 


Ordered, That the petition of the legal representatives of 
Nimrod Farrow and Richard Harris, on the files of the Sen- 
ate, be referred to the Committee of Claims. > ni 


On motiqn by Mr. CLARKE, 

Ordered, That the petition of the heirs of Win. Bowdon; 
| onthe files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on 
| Pensions. 

; On motion by Mr. BADGER, 
| Ordered, That the memorial of Foxall A. Parker, on the 
| files of the Senate, be referred to the Commitiee on Navat 
Affairs. any 

On motion by Mr. CLEMENS, 


| Ordered, ‘That the petition of Thomas Snodgrass, on the 
| 
| 


i 


files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Indian 
| Affairs. a 
| Qn motion by Mr. BRADBURY, . 
| Ordered, That the petition of Amaziah Goodwin, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

Mr. HUNTER asked leave to withdraw from 
| the files of the Senate the petition and papers of 


George Armstrong. è 


! Mr. PEARCE inquired as to ths reasons for 
ł 


the motion. >` - 
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Mr. HUNTER had nothing to say, except that 
he was requested to withdraw the papers by a 
‘member of the other House. 

The leave asked was granted. | 


EXTENSION OF THE FRANKING PRIVILEGE. 
A message was received from the House of Rep- 
yesentatives, by Mr. Campsenz, their Clerk, an- 


nouncing that the President of the United States 
had announced to that House that he had approved 


and signed the bill extending the franking privilege | 


to Mrs. Sarah Polk. 
SLAVERY. 


The VICE PRESIDENT stated the business 
next in order to be the pending’ motion to print the 
resolutions relating to slavery, passed by the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the State of Vermont, and present- 
ed. by the Senator from that State, [Mr. Upuam.] 

Mr. DOUGLAS moved that the consideration 
of the motion be postponed for one hour; which 
was agreed to. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. JONES submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and 


adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
tishing mail routes between the places hereinafter named, to 
wit: From McGreggor’s landing to the Mississippi river, via 
Menona and Portville, to Louisville, in Fayette county; 
from Ead’s Grove, in Delaware county, to Louisville; from 
McGreggor’s landing to Sodam and Poverty Point; from Cen- 
trevilic, in Appanoose county, to Garden Grove, in Delaware 
county, and thence to intersect the ronte from Fort Des 
Moines to Council Bluffs; and also from Dubuque, Iowa, 
via Fair Play, Wisconsin, and New Diggings, to White Oak 
Springs. Š 

Mr. DOUGLAS submitted. the following reso- 
lution, which lies over under the rule: 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the District of Columbia 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of retroceding to 
the State of Maryland all that portion of said District whieh 
is not embraced in the corporate limits of the city of Wash- 
ington; and aiso into the expediency of so amending the 
charter of the said city of Washingtog as to authorize the 
Corporation thereof to exercise the powers of legislation 
usually exercised by the regulaly organized Territories of 
the United States, under their respective organic laws. 


Mr. HOUSTON submitted the following pre- 
amble and resolution; which lie over, under the 
rule: í 

Whereas the Congress of the United States, possessing 
only a dolegatod authority, have nò power over the subject 
of negro slavery within the limits of the United States, 
either to prohibit.or interfere with it in. the States, Territo- 
ries, or District, where, by municipal law, it now exists, or 
to establish it in any State or Territory where it does not 
exist; but, as an assurance and guarantee to promote har- 
mony, quiet apprehension, and remove sectional prejudice, 
which by possibility might impair or weaken love and de- 
votion to the Union, or in any part of the country, it is 
hereby 

Resolved, That as people in Territories have the same in- 
herent right of self-government as the people in the States; 
that if, in the exercise of such inherent rights, the people in 
the newly acquired Territories, by the annexation of ‘Texas 
and the acquisition of California and New Mexico, south of 
the parallel of 36 degrees and 30 minutes of north latitude, 
extending to the Pacific Ocean, shall establish negro slavery 
or prohibit it, such establishment or prohibition of ne- 
gro slavery, in the formation of their State Governments, 
shall be deemed no objection to their adinission as. a State 
or States into the Union, in accordance with the Constitu- 
tion of the United States. x 


Mr. H. moved that the resolution be printed; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. SMITH submitted the following resolution; 
which Jies over: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he hereby 


is, required to communicate to the Senate an abstract of ail | 


accounts filed against the United States, under the. act of 
the 2d of June, 1848, entitled “An act to refund money for 
expenses incurred in subsistence or transportation furnished 
for the use of volunteers during the present war, before be- 
ing mustered into the service of the United States ;” speci- 
fying in said abstract which bave and which have not been 
paid; and in the former case, the person for, and to whom, 
and for what paid ; and in both the date and amount of each 
aceount. ' 


Mr. S. also submitted the following resolution, 
which lies over : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be required to 
communicate to the Senate a copy of so much of the account 
of Prosper M, Wetmore, late navy agent at New York, as 
remains unadjusted, with all the items of debt and credit, so 
as to show the balance which appears to be due to the United 
Stites from said agent on the books of the Fourth Auditor, 
together with copies of all letters, and an abstract of all 
vouchers appertaining to said account. 

Mr. BORLAND submitted the following reso- 
lution, which lies over: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the propriety of restoring to the revenue cutter 


setvice the officers who were dismissed from that service by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, the 30th June, 1849. 


Mr. JONES submittéd the following resolutions, 
which lie over: , . 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be in- | 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making provision 
for the payment of depaty surveyors of the public lands for 
property destroyed or stolen by the Indians from said depu- 
ties whilst in the line of their duty as such deputies. | 
` Resolved, That the Secretary of War communicate to the 4 
Senate such information pertaining to this subject as may be 
on file inthe War Department. 

‘Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, submitted the following 
resolution, which lies over under the rule: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be directed to 
pay to the Rev. Henry. Slicer, for his services at this and the | 
special session of Congress, the usual annual compensation 
paid to chaplains. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTERS. 


Mr. STEWART, from the Committee of Claims, | 
to whom was referred the bill for the. relief of 
Charles Reeder, Walter R. Johnson, and the legal į 
representatives of Thomas P. Jones, reported the | 
same without amendment, accompanied by a re- | 
port; which was ordered to be printed. | 

Mr. S. also, from the same committee, to whom || 
was referred the memorial of Jobn M. MelIntosh, 
reported a bill for his relief, accompanied by a re- | 
port; which was ordered to be printed. i 

Mr. MASON, from the Committee on the Dis- | 
trict of Columbia, to which was referred the me- | 
morial of the Potomac Insurance Company of | 
Georgetown, reported a bill to renew and continue | 
in force the charter of the Potomac Insurance | 
Company of Georgetown. 


ROUTE TO SANTA FE. 


- Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- 

ing, to whom Was referred the motion to print a | 
report of the Secretary of War, accompanied by a | 
report and map of the route from Fort Smith to 
Santa Fé, reported the following order; which | 
was agreed to: i 

Ordered, That the report be printed; that 2,000 additional 
eopies be printed for the use of the Senate, and 500 for the 
use of the Topographical Bureau; and that the maps be en- 
graved on the same scale as that in which they are presented 
in the report. 

Mr. B. also, from the samé committee, to whom | 
was referred the motion to print the memorial of 
the Panama Railroad Company, reported against 
printing the same; which report was concurred in. 

Mr. B. further, from the same committee, to 
whom was referred the motion to print certain 
documents in relation to bullion and specie imported 
into New York, reported in favor of printing the 
same, together with the memorial on the subject; | 
which report was concurred in, * | 


Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to whom was referred a petition of citizens 
of Michigan, submitted a report, accompanied by 
a bill, for the examination and settlement of claims | 
for land at the Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. F. also, from the same committee, to whom | 
was referred the petition of John Biddle, reported | 
a bill to provide for the final settlement of the ac- 
counts of Jonathan Kearsley, late receiver of the 
public moneys at Detroit, and John Biddle, late 
register of the land office at that place, accompanied 
by a report; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, there was, I| 
believe, the other morning, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce certain statistical information in 
relation to the amount of bullion and specie im- 
ported into the city of New York. Inasmuch as 
this is purely a question of finance, I ask that the 
‘Committee on Commerce. be discharged, and that | 
it be referred to the Committee on Finance. There | 
are various documents relating to the amount of | 
bullion and specie imported into New York dyring | 
the last year. : | 

The motion was agreed to, 


REMOVAL OF THE CHIPPEWAS. | 
Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on In- | 
dian Affairs, asked to be discharged from the fur- | 
ther consideration of the resolutions of the Legisla- | 
tive Assembly of the Territory of Minnesota, | 
relating to the. removal of the Chippewa Indians | 
from lands within the Territory to which the In- || 
dian title has been extinguished. i 
Mr. DOUGLAS suggested that the resolutions 
in question be transmitied to the President of the 
United States. 
Mr. ATCHISON, Mr. President, I have no | 
objection to an order of that kind. I wish that | 
this matter may be brought to the attention of the | 


| 


{ 
1 
i 
f 


President of the United States. If he deems. it 
right and proper, he can give aņ order for remov- 
ing those Indians, -` . 

Mr. KING., It is presumable that the Presi- 
dent of: the. United States has ‘complied with the 
requisitions of his duty upon this subject. It is 
the duty, of the Government, in its intercourse 
with the. Indian tribes, to ascertain whether their 
treaty stipulations have been complied with; and 
if not, to force their compliance. It has not’been cus- 
tomary heretofore for‘us to interfere in the matter. 
i do not know that it has ever been done. ‘If the 
object is to inquire of the President whether he 
has complied with his duty in the matter, I should 
be opposed to it. We must take it for. granted 
that he has. If it be simply to inquire what.the 
result of his action has been, I have no objection 
to that. i 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
‘from Alabama ask a division upon the question ? 

Mr. KING. I simply made a suggestion. It 
was not my intention ®© do more than that. 

Mr. ATCHISON. The Legislature of Minne- 
sota directed the Governor to send a copy of the 
resolutions to the Vice President of the United 
States, and to their Delegate in the House of Rep- 
resentatives. There was no order transmitting a 
copy of the resolutions to the President of the 
United States. Jt at least deserves the attention 
of the President, and I can see no objection to the 
order. 

Mr. KING. I make no objection. 

The committee was accordingly discharged from 
the further consideration of the resolutions, which 
were ordered to be transmitted to the President of 
the United States. 


PRESENTATION OF CREDENTIALS. 


Mr. PEARCE presented the credentials of the 
Hon. Tuomas G: Prarr, elected a Senator by the 
‘General Assembly of the State of Maryland, to 
fill the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of 
the Hon. Reverdy Johnson; which were read, and 
the oath prescribed by law was administered to 
Mr. Pratt, and he took his seat in the Senate. 

BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 

Mr. SEWARD, in pursuance of- notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill for the relief 
of Conrad W. Faber, Leopold Bierwith, and. The- 
odore Victor; which, by unanimous consent, was 
read a. first and second time, by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 


INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS, 

Mr. KING, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill granting to the 
State of Alabama the right of way, and a donation 
of public lands, for the purpose of making.a rail- 
road from Selma to the Tennessee river. 


INVALID PENSIONS. 

Mr. CLARKE, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to bring in a bill to authorize 
the payment of invalid pensions, in certain cases; 
which was read a first and second time by its title, 
by unanimous consent, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. DOWNS, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 
William Darby; which was read a first and second 
time, by unanimous consent. 

Mr. D. stated that this bill was not of such a 
nature as properly to appertain to any of the stand- 
ing committees of the Senate. At the last session 
it had been referred to a select committee, in whose 
report all the facts of the case were embraced. 
Not deeming it necessary to refer it again, he 
would ask that it be considered by the Senate, 
without reference, upon some suitable day, and 
would therefore move that Monday next, at one 
o’clock, be assigned for its consideration; which 
motion was agreed to, and the bill was made the 
special order for Monday next. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN, in pursuance of notice, asked: 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill for the relief 
of Joseph P. Williams; which was read a first and 
second time by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 


AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION. 
Mr. CLEMENS, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce. a joint resolution 
proposing an amendment to the Constitution; 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 
‘ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
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GRANTS OF LAND. 


Mr. YULEE, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce gjils with the following 
titles: 

‘A bill to grant to the State: of Florida the lands 
the surveys of which are reported as impracticable.- 

A bill to equalize the grant of lands to the sev- 
eral States. ae ; f 

The bills were severally read a first -and-second 
time by their titles, and referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. ; 


NOTICES oF BILLS. 
Mr, BADGER gave notice that he would to- 


morrow ask leave to introduce a bill to authorize 
notaries public to take and certify oaths and affirm- 
ations, and acknowledgments in certain cases. 


NEW COLLECTION DISTRICT. 


Mr. BORLAND gave notice that he would to- 
morrow, or at some subsequgnt day, ask leave to 
introduce a bill to’ make Little Rock, in Arkansas, 
a port of entry. : 


RATLROAD—-MONTGOMERY TO PENSACOLA. 


Mr. MORTON gave notice that he would, at | 
some future day, ask leave to introduce a bill 
making an appropriation of the alternate sections 
of the public land along the route of a railroad 
leading from Montgomery, Alabama, to Pensa- 
cola, to assist in the construction of said road. 


EXPENSES OF COLLECTING THE REVENUE. 


Mr. PEARCE, There seems to be no business 
now pressing upon the Senate, and there is a 
measues of great importance to the country, to 
the commerce and the revenue of the country, 
which demands the immediate action of Congress. 
I mean the resolution submitted some time since 
by the honorable Senator from Vermont, [Mr. 
Puexps,| suspending for a short time the limita- 
tion upon the expense of collecting the revenue 
from customs, imposed by the act of March 3, 
1849, The Senate must be aware that, in conse- 
quence of the peculiar provisions of that law, the 
circumstances in which it was introduced, and the 
time when it was passed, the commerce of ‘the | 
country and the collection of the revenue are sub- į 
ject to difficulties which make it the duty of this 
Government to give immediate attention to the | 
subject. I move that it be now taken up, and I 
wish to show the necessity of doing it. The act 
to which that*resolution relates went into opera- 
tion on the Ist of January last, and the restric- 
tions of that act limit the expenditures of the || 
Treasury Department in the collection of customs || 
to a sum below the actual expense heretofore. If! 
the Secretary obeys the injunction of that act, and | 
carries out the proviso, it will be necessary for him 
to remodel the whole system of collecting the 
revenue. fi 

Mr. DICKINSON. This isa joint resolution 
introduced. by the Senator from Vermont during | 
the holiday season, and reported by the Committee 
on Finance on the. day on which I returned from 
the country. A few days since, it was moved that 
it be taken up. 1 was desirous that it should ‘be 
taken up. IT have suggested several times the pro- 
priety of that course, I agree fully with the hon- 
orable Senator from Maryland, that it is due to 
the Executive of the Government that they should 
know certainty what they have to do; that this 
question should be taken up now and acted upon 
to-day, and completed to-morrow by this body, if 
possible. It will not require a great deal of time; 
and, although I cannot agree with all the positions 
assumed by the gentleman on the other side of the 
Chamber, as to the way in which it should be done, 
it is due to the Government that the subject should 
be taken up and disposed of. I believe that this | 
iaw was passed with much more deliberation than j 
my friend from Maryland supposes.. It was recom- | 
mended by the Secretary of the Treasury, as long 
ago as 1846, that a limitation should be impased on 
the expenditure for collecting the revenue of $1,520,- |! 
D00. That recommendation was substantially re- 
peated during the last Administration, in every |i 
report of the Secretary of the Treasury, until last 
year, when the officers of the Government, being 
about to go out, did not recommend it then until | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
calledupon by the Co 
| 


| 


| 


mmittëes of the House; an ii 
then it was recommended by the Secretary, wit 
the addition of $40,000; and that, after the first of | 
the present January, the limitation upon the col- i 


| of the representatives of the people. 


lection: of the customs should. be, in addition to 
storage, cartage, &c., $1,569,000, adding. $40,000 
to the limitation which the Secretary had proposed 


| to limit himself to, in the execution of the duties 


of his office. ; ; 
Now, sir, I believe that that limit is not enough. 
I am willing that it should be extended to some 


amount. Lam desirous that it should be extended. | 
‘I will go for extending it until a specific appro- 


priation can be made. But I may not.be willing 
to open the whole matter again, and let the, treas- 
ury drain off, until the stream forms crevasses that 
cannot very readily be closed again. I will not 
follow this question through now. I will give my 
views upon it when the question shall come up for 
consideration; but I repeat that it is due to this 
Government to know whether they have to cur- 
tail in the very rigorous manner’ which the Secre- 
tary proposes in his circular. The decision should 
be prompt, certain, and unequivocal; and I shall 
give my vote to take up the subject to-day, and 
finish it, if possible, to-morrow. 

The question being then taken upon the motion 


to proceed to the consideration of the joint resolu-_ 


tion suspending for a limited time the act limiting 
the expenses of collecting the revenue from cus- 
toms, it was decided in the affirmative. 

The Senate accordingly, as in Committee of the 


| Whole, proceeded to the consideration of the joint 


resolution. ; j 
The joint resolution having been read, the ques- 

tion was stated first upon an amendment reported 

from the Committee on Finance, providing that the 


suspension of the act shall only be for the.present | 


fiscal year. 

Mr. HUNTER. Before the question is taken, 
I desire to offer a few remarks in relation to this 
bill. - I was one of those who agreed that this bill 
should be reported from the Finance Committee, 
urged as we were by the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, who insisted upon the necessity of the im- 
mediate action of Congress. I was willing then 
to suspend the operation of the restrictions con- 
tained in the bill until we should have time to 
examine the question in detail, and fix upon 
what we believed to be the necessary amount 
for the expenses of collecting the revenue. But 
the action upon this bill has been so long de- 
ferred that I have had an opportunity to examine 
the estimates of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
and to come toa more definite opinion upon the 
subject. The result of my examination has been 
to convince me that the bill ought to be more 
guarded and limited than it now is. It seems that 
the expense of collecting the revenue has increased 
beyond all reasonable bounds, and that we ought 
to take immediate steps to curtail it for the present, 
and limit its future growth. I find upon reference 


“to documents that in 1821 the expense of collec- 


tion was between four and five per cent. upon the 
net revenue from customs, whilst the expense 
in the last fiscal year has been between: seven 
and eight per cent. upon the net proceeds from 
customs. The estimated revenue from cus- 
toms, according to the Secretary’s report for 
the next fiscal year, is $32,000,000, and the 
estimated expense for collection is $2,750,000, 
or between nine and ten per cent. upon the net 
proceeds from imports. We shall thus have a 
constant and rapid increase of the proportion 
which the expenses of collection bear to the net 
proceeds from customs, unless we do something to 
avert the present course of expenditure under that 
head. Upon looking over the items which con- 
stitute the sum of these expenditures, I find-what 
seems to me to have been great abuses, and many 
sources of expenditure which might be reason- 
ably curtailed. When I speak of abuses, I do not 
charge them upon the present or any other Secre- 
tary of the Treasury: They are the natural fruits 
of the system which we have pursucd. The ex- 
penses of collecting the revenue have been so long 
paid without specific appropriation, and upon the 
mere order of the Secretary, that it is not surpris- 


| ing if abuses should have crept in and accumula- 


ted in the absence of the scrutiny and examination 
It is enough 


| for me to know that abuses exist and have existed. 
| From'that moment it becomes my duty to correct 


them, if I can; and this I shal] endeavor to do 
without criminating any one. I find many items: 


| upon which large reductions may obviously be 


made; and I shall. specify these, -as it. is.. my pur- 
pose to vote for an amendment, which I learn is 


1 


to be offered;-to. limit the expenditure which the: 
Secretary may make toa certain sum. » The first 


‘source of extravagant expenditure. which. struck: 


my eye was that for. the revenue-cutter system, 
I hold in my hand a statement-of the expense of 
the revenue-cutter system, furnished me by the 
Commissioner of Customs, from which it appears. 
that the average expense. for eleven and a half. - 
years, from 1838 to June 30, 1849, was $342,860.%, 

Tn the year 1845 the expense under this head: 
alone was $546,126. Here, again, I must be per- 
mitted to say that I make these remarks in: no 
spirit of invidious criticism towards the present 
Secretary-of the Treasury. On the contrary, he 
has made laudable efforts to reform this abuse. 
He found, upon his accession to office, a full com- 
plement of officers for twenty-four cutters; he re- 
duced them to the number necessary for sixteen, 
He did well in this; I only wish he had gone fuar- 
ther in his reforms. Upon consulting with one of 
long experience in these matters, and who is a far 
better judge of such a subject than I can pretend 
to be, I am informed that eight revenue cutters 
would probably suffice for all the just wants of the 
service. The estimate for each of those, if moved 
by sails and not by steam, would be, as I am in- 
formed, about $8,000 per annum. Of course this 
does not include repairs, but is estimated as requi- 
site for the expense of manning’ and sailing them 
fora year. Itis probable, however, that $120,000 
would cover the whole annual expense of eightsuch: 
cutters, and this subtracted from $363,584; the ex- 
pense for the last fiscal year, would give us a 
saving of about $240,000." g a 

The main question as to such a reduction in this 
branch of the service is as to the wants of the ser- 
vice. I have not a doubt but that the system might 
be properly reduced to this point, and perhaps even 
lower. For some of the purposes for which these 
cutters were designed, as I am informed, they 
have disappointed public expectation, The main 
object for their service, was supposed to be that of 
preventing smuggling; but the Commissioner of 
Customs*informs me that he is yet to learn of the 
first case of smuggling which has been detected or 
prevented by revenue cutters. The only real use 
which he suggests, is that of putting a small armed 
force at the disposal of the collector, to enforce the 
revenue laws, and prevent vessels from sailing be- 
fore they have complied with those laws. I know 
that another use has been suggested for these cut- 
ters. It has been supposed that they ought to be: 
used to relieve vessels which have been wrecked, ` 
and cruise with -supplies of men and: provisions; 
to relieve vessels in distress—for either or both. 
But if this be a legitimate subject of appropriation, - 
then I submit that the former ‘complement: for’ 
twenty-four cutters, was not sufficient. We ought ` 


* Expenses of Revenue Cutters: 


Paid through | Paid at the; Total: 
collectors, treasury. | 
For 1838.....0+) $257,150 65 $257,150 65° 
Do 1839. ....46 297,874 34 297,374 34 
Do 1840 ` 221,910 92: 221,910 92 
Do 1841 199,832 Ali. sen esseere 199,832 21 
Do 1842 1) 2073308 hess eee | 907,303 77 
From Jan.1 to i f 
June 30, 1843 | | F 
six months... 94,222 G3 erne i 94,222 63 
For fiscal year i | 
ending June | 
30, 1844...... 444,293 69 | 444,293 69 
Do J845...... 546,126 68: ji 546,126 68 
Do 1846...... 500,813 78| } 500,813 78, 
Do 1847...... 509,017 68: i 509,017.68 - 
Do 1848..... 268,266 15! a 33,000 | 391 ,286:15. + 
Do 1849...... 274,488 44, b 89,095 57 H 393,588 01 
a sce | nimi! 
SI RRO,800 94) $122,095 57.| $3,942,896 51 


€ 
a February 1, 1848. Advanced to Tomlinson = 
, $27,000 


for engine for iron steamer at Pittsburg. 
Advanced to Easby for hull of the cutter 
YONCE sees ss cereees Aetencenes peers seeneees 6,900 
$33,000 
October 27, 1848, Advanced to captain of 
revenue cuter Lawrence, before leaving for 
California......seersets Ta ere $12,000 00 
ai s persons or reve 
Faid to eae O AAO 5,899 50 
of revenue cutter 
Oviveced end tines aes 3,085 90 
uilding 
67,989 17 


889,095 57 
74. 


t 


Average for eleven and a half years, $342,860 


r 


” 
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to fit out a fleet, and increase these expenses very 
largely, in order to’ perform such. service fully. | 
But ‘is there any, more reason why we, should | 
maintain any system, at this expense, for such a 
purpose, than there-would be in appropriating | 
money to-furnish ships of Gommerce with money 
and provisions in the first instance? If we may 
expend money for this purpose, why not for any 
and .every-other commercial facility? “The only 
legitimate use,for. such vessels is, for the mainten- 
ance of the revenue laws—a purpose which may 
be accomplished, so far as they can ait the object, 
with an expenditure probably less than that of this 
service, in the las##fiscal year, by about $240,000. 
Mr. Walker, in his estimates, submitted on this 
subject two years ago, supposed that we might 
readily save $200,000 under this head of expendi- 
ture. As. to the precise amount, I. speak from 
memory, not having the report before me. But I 
will here take occasion to inform the Senator from 
Maryland that this bill was not framed by guess, 
but upona report and estimates furnished by the 
Secretary of the Treasury. I think it probable, 
Mr. President, that if these vessels were not em- 
ployed, beyond the necessity which exists for | 
them, the service ought to be reduced below the 
estimate made either by the former Secretary of 
the. Treasury or myself. But this is not the only 
item of expense upon which a large reduction 
might be made. The Secretary of the Treasury 
estimates the expenses of the warehousing system 
beyond its receipts at $194,634. This arises en- i 
tirely from the mistaken policy of embarking the |) 
Government in the business of storing goods. 

There are three classes of warehouses authorized 
by the existing treasury regulations: first, stores | 
rented by the Government and superintended by |! 
its own officers; ‘secondly, licensed stores of pri- 
vate individuals, who make a business of storing 
goods; and, thirdly, the warehouse of the importer, 
licensed for the occasion, under certain regulations 
established by the department. The expenses in 
the two last are defrayed by tht importer. . The 
whole loss of the Government is upon warehouses 
of the first class. This part of the system ought 
to be abandoned, for a variety of reasons. In the 
first place, it is against principle and experience 
fora government to enter into competition with 
individuals in the business of storing goods. The 
British Government, with an experience upon this 
subject larger and Jonger than ours, has left the 
‘business to private enterprise. Our own experi- 
ence teaches the same lesson. 

In your own city of New York, Mr. President, | 
the merchants are reluctant to store in the public | 
warehouse. The amounts stored there. are so large | 

` that the insurance offices refuse to insure, and this, |! 
together with the faet of the incapacity of govern- || 
ment machinery to adapt itself to the sometimes del- 
icate and often rapid vibrations in commerce, makes | 
this branch of the system eminently unpopular. 
Nor are these the only objections to this branch of || 
thesystem. Goods are sometimes lost in the public 
warehouses. No provision exists for compensating 
such losses. But, without doubt, compensation 
wil be demanded. Our private calendar will be 
encumbered with such cases, and in legislating or || 
attempting to legislate for them, we shall probably || 
waste more than the amount involved. Let us get |! 
rid of this part of the system. 1 have it from high | 
authority that we could probably sell out the leases 
which we have taken without loss in all cases, | 
except in the city of New York. e 

The leases there amount to about $110,000 per 
annum, and we had better submit to whatever 
loss is to accrue upon them at once. What this 
will be I know not. But the leases must have | 
been improvident, indeed, if the loss is more than 
15 per cent. At this rate we shotild save some- | 
thing more than $170,000 of the $194,000 referred 
to by the Secretary. Upon the two items alone of | 
the revenue cutters and the warehousing system | 
we ought to save at least $400,000. This sub- 
tracted from $2,200,000, the expenses of the’ last 
fiscal year, would leave $1,800,000. These reduc- 
tions might be made by treasury regulation. There | 

is no law, of which I am aware, to prevent it, and | 
the manner and measure of reduction are especially || 
matters for treasury regulation. But, Mr. Presi- 
dent, as yet we are only on the threshold of the |! 
inquiry into the reforms proper to be made. I 
find immense “ personnel”’ in the revenue service | 
which manifestly ought to be reduced. | 
‘The act of March last requires an annual report | 


i! 
i 
i 


e 


| 41,750,000. 


sto, that the custom-house officers appointed for | 
| California also received something during the year 


of the persons employed and expenses incurred-in 
the collection of the revenue from customs in thé 
several collection ‘districts of the United States. 
This, sir, was a provision introduced in commit- 
tee upon my motion, and the facts developed by 
this report are curious and startling enough. Sir, 
I invite public attention to it. The report is to he. 
found in the letter of the- Secretary containing’ the 
estimates of appropriation. I find from this report 
that. there are employed in the New York custom- 
house 705 persons, besides: 18 bargemen—barge- 
men, by the way, who get $600 per annum, whilst 
seamen engaged at the same port in the cutter ser- 
vice receive but $192 by the year. This number 
is exclusive of the revenue-cutter service. At 
New York we thus have 725, at Boston 233, at 
Philadelphia 165, at Baltimore 92, at New Orleans 
207-—making at these five ports 1,420 persons em- 
ployed, exclusively of those engaged in the reve- 
nue-cutter service, 

Now, sir, I had the curiosity to compare these 
numbers with those engaged here ‘in the depart- 
ments. Accordingly I procured a statement, com- 
piled by our excellent clerk, Mr. Hickey, froni the 
Blue Book, and giving the number of officers, clerks, 
and messengers in the several executive offices of | 
the Government of the United States at Washington, 
on the 30th September, 1849. The entire number, 
counting heads of departments, comptrollers, audit- 
ors, clerks, and messengers, amounts to 640— 
many less than the number of ‘ employees” at 
New York alone, and not half the number at the 
five ports to which I have just referred. Atnd yet, 
sir, all the accounts of every description, embracing 
the whole operations of receipt and disbursement 
of the Government, have to be audited and settled 
here. Will any man pretend that a large reduc- 
tion might not be made in the numbers engaged in 
collecting the revenue from customs? This, again, 
is properly a matter of administration. No law 
is required to effectit. Without doubg, an immense 
saving might be made by a reduction of the person- 
nel in this service. I believe, Mr. President, that, 
with judicious reforms, the whole expenses of col- 
lecting the revenue might be met with the sum 
originally appropriated. But I am willing to vote 
for an amendment which I understand the chairman 
of Finance will probably propose, allowing an ex- 
penditure at the rate of $200,000 more than that pro- 
posed by the act of March last. The Secretary 
would thus have a sum at his disposal of between 
seventeen and eighteen hundred thousand dollars. 
I would vote for this increase, because I would ex- 
tend the limitation far enough to enable the Secre- 
tary to operate without embarrassment and diffi- 
culty. I think there can be no doubt but that he 
would have quite enough if this limitation law 
were imposed. If he could save $400,000 upon 
the two items to which I have referred, that sum 
alone, deducted from the expenditure of $2,200,000 
for the last fiscal year, would leave only $1,800,000. 
Deduct from this again what might be saved by 
the other reductions to which I have referred, and 
there can be little doubt of his ability to meet all 
reasonable expenses in collecting the revenne with 
I know that the Secretary of the 
Treasury has estimated for $200,000 additional 
expense in the revenue service in California. There 
is also a small item for other new collection dis- 
tricts But it is to be remembered that even if 
$200,000 were a proper and moderate estimate for 
collecting the revenue in that district, still the whole 
of it is not an additional charge upon thé expense 
for the last fiscal year. A part of that $2,200,000 
was expended in this very service. The expense 
of repairing and fitting out the revenue cutter Law- | 
rence, during the last fiscal year, is to be charged | 
to the California district. She was fitted out and 
sent to that distrtct during that year. I suppose, 


ending June 30, 1849. But, sir, be this as it may, | 
there ought to be an offset to these expenses in i 
new districts, in what is saved by abolishing old |i 
districts that are useless. If any Senator will take | 
the trouble to deduct from the annual expenses of |! 
collecting the revenue from 1840 to 1845 the amount |! 
spent in the revenue cutter service, (more than |} 
$110,000 per annum,) he will find the average an- || 
nual expenditure thus computed to have been less |! 
than the sum appropriated in the act of 3d March, | 
1849. (See report Secretary of Treasury, Decem- f 
ber 3, 1845.) : | 

These, Mr. President, are the reasons which in- il 


‘administration of his department. 


; matks which I made. 


‘ branch and there another of the public service. 


duce me to desire in this bill some limitation which 
will define the sum beyond which the Secretary of 
the Treasury shall not be allowed to go. -I shall 
sustain such an amendgpent in no captious spirit— 
from no wish to embarrass the Secretary in the 
On the con- 
trary, I believe | shall render him a service if I 
succeed. I shall smooth his path towards reform; 
a reform, too, which would reflect credit upon 
himself and the Administration to which he is at- 
tached. If a fixed sum is proposed by law, as a 
limit to’his expenditure in this branch of the ser- 
vice, he may make the proper reductions without 
embarrassment. He has a ready answer to all re- 
‘monstrances against the necessary reductions. He 
may point to the law, and justly throw the respon- 
sibility upon Congress. If, on the contrary, we 
suspend the restraining clause, and leave the sum 
to be expended indefinite, it will be almost impos- 
sible for him to make any reductions in the person- 
nel of the service. He will be besieged by the 
office-holders and théir friends. , Influences, per- 
sonal, social, and political, wili be brought to bear, 
if possible, upon him. -Add to this the natural re- 


i luctance to parting with patronage and power, 


whith is to be found in almost every human heart, 
and you state a case in which reform becomes al- 
most impossible. I know that inconveniences will 
always be found in every attempt to reform such 
abusesas exist in this branch of the public service. 
But “where there is a will there will be a way.’” 
Let us create the necessity by law for reforming 


| present abuses, and it will not be venturing far to 
| predict that the work will -be accomplished with 


far less inconvenience than is now suppesed. Sir, 
we are commencing a new and, as all confess, a 
salutary system. Let us, then, exert ourselves, 
not to create difficulties, but to remove the ob- 
stacles from its proper execution. © 4; 

Mr. PEARCE. The Senator from Virginia has 
remarked upon this question as if he supposed me 
to be opposed to salutary reforms im this depart- 
ment, and as though that were the drift of the re- 
Now, sir, this is not at alk 
the case. I believe with the Senator that the ex- 
penses of collecting the revenue have been greatly 
increased, and I incline to think most unnecessa- 
rily increased, during the last twenty years; and 
though I marvel that the discovery was not sooner 
made, and the proper corrective applied during all 
that time, I rejoice atthe awakened vigilance which 
has just detected this enormous expenditure of 
public money. 

The Senator from Virginia has the candor to ad- 
mit that the present Secretary of the Treasury has 
set us a good example in this matter by reducing 
the expenditure for the revenue-cutter service. 
Under a former Secretary, he says, this expense 
has been as much as a half million or thereabouts, 
while the reductions made by the officer now at the 
head of the Treasury have brought it down to 
$275,000—a reduction of almost fifty per cent. | 

I believe that the expense of the warehousing 
system may be reduced, and perhaps altogether 
avoided, by dispensing with the system itself. 
Although that isa question as to which much may 
be said on both sides, I know that very judicious 
and sensible men have considered it of doubtful 
expediency, and I think fair arguments may be 
adduced to show that neither the Government nor 
the importers should be charged with this burden. 
Upon the whole, sir, I do not know that there is 
any great difference between the Senator from Vir- 


| ginia and myself at present, unless it be that £ 


think that these expenditures, which have been 
permitted to grow up until they have reached the 
enormous amount of which he complains, should 
be checked and reduced by legislative action, and 
not by the discretion of the head of a department, 
lopping off, as he is compelled to do, here one 
I 


i think it the bounden duty of Congress to carry out 


the law which they passed on the 3d of March, 
1849, and make specificappropriations for all allow- 
ances for collection of the revenue, in the same 
manner in which it determines what shail be the 
expenditures of other branches of the public ser- 
vice; and the wonder is that this was not done long 
ago. And now, sir, the sole result of refusing to 
suspend the operation of this proviso will be to 
transfer the duty of making those, reforms which 
it ig incumbent on the National Legislature to 
make, after a careful investigation of all the facts 
and their probable influence upon the facilities o? 
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commerce, and the faithful, prompt, and efficient 
collection of the revenue, to the arbitrary discretion’ 
of the Secretary; to make him, in fact, our agent 
and attorney. a 

Tam not opposed to an exact economy. I have 
avowed my readiness to codperate in the passage 
of any measure calculated to effect judicious-re- 
trenchments, and I will prove the sincerity of that | 
avowal on every proper occasion. I care not in 
what branch of the public service the investigation 
may be made; let us pursue every charge of exces- 
sive expenditure in all its minute details, not hast- 
ily and eagerly adopting every proposed reduc- 
tion, but carefully and candidly investigating the 
facts, and acting only with a full knowledge of the 
subject.. All this I think is properly the duty of 
the Committee on Finance, and by refusing to 
suspend this proviso, we rid ourselves of the labor 
which is our duty, and throw upon the Secretary 
the business of legislation. 

I have said that the expense of collecting the 
revenue on the present basis is about $2,200,000 
perannum. It is true that the Secretary has esti- 
mated the future cost at $2,650,000. This is done 
by assuming the present scale of allowance, and 
adding what is proper for the expenses of the new 
collection districts upon that basis, and increased 
expenditures at points where the business has in- 
creased. If this amount be too high, if we are to 
correct the errors of those who have heretofore 
managed this department, let us ascertain and de- 
termine wherein the allowances now made are too 
much, what parts of the system shall be lopped 
off, and what the precise scale of reduction shall | 


| 
l 
f 


{. ` Š ah 
in the complex operations of the customs-depart:. 


ment. 

‘He has been ‘obliged to issue acircylar directing. 
the revenue cutters to: be laid up and their crews 
to be discharged. This, while it relieves the 
Treasury of a charge amounting to $275,000, dis- 
-penses altogether with a class of public service 
hitherto supposed to be indispensable to prevent 
smuggling, and at a period of the -year when it has 
been considered to be of great value to our com- 
mercial marine, to which it affords frequent assist- 
ance during the storms of winter. Besides, it has 
become necessary to direct that the expenses of 
the warehousing system, not hitherto paid by the 
receipts from storage, &c., shall no longer be a 
charge upon the Treasury, but be paid by the im- 
porters. This is another item of $194,000. So, 
too, the cost of weighing, gauging, marking, and 
measuring goods, heretofore paid by Government, 
and amounting to $260,000, must now be thrown 
on the owners, agents, or consignees. The ex- 
penses attending appraisement must, now be de- 
frayed by the importers instead of the Govern- 
ment; this will relieve the Treasury of another 
charge of $194,000. Besides this, the allowance 
for California, Oregon, Texas, and other new dis- 
tricts, and for estimated increase of business else- 
where, must be curtailed to the amount of 
$167,000, and. after all a per centage on the com- 
pensation of all officers of the customs must be, 
retained until the effect of these changes shall be 
ascertained. 

Every one must see that these are vast changes 
in the established system of the Department, not 


be. We can do this by strict legislative and spe- | 
cific appropriations. 

. Now, sir, the act of 3d March, 1849, was intro- 
duced the session before the last. It was fully ex- 
pesien that it would be passed during that session. | 

o suppose otherwise would be to imply a re- | 

roach not at all respectful to the other side of the 

enate—to suppose, in short, that it was ‘allowed 
to linger on our calendar until it was ascertained | 
what Administration would be pinched by it. 
That imputation I will not make. I suppose it 
was intended that it should pass two sessions ago, 
and in that event Congress would have had the 
whole of the last session to digest the new system 
—to make the necessary inquiries on which to 
base our action. Butas Congress failed to pass 
the bill until the last night of the last session, and 
then as far as I recollect without discussion, cer- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


proper to be made without full consideration, such 


‘tinued so long unrebuked and unchecked -by any ` 
administration; and it. certainly ‘inures greatly to: 
the credit of the last Secretary. of the. Tyeasury,. 
that he was the first: who ever asked Congress to 
take from him a portion of his powe.; for that is, in 
effect, what is done, when money is withheld from 
the treasurer. By the Constitution of the United. 
States, no money can be drawn from the treasury 
of the United States, except by law; aiid yet from 
year to year, here was a large amount. of money 
annually drawn by the Secretary of the Treasury 
from its nataral channel, and appropriated by him 
at his discretion: This was an evil which I con- 
sidered to be remedied by the act. of March last.. 
It_was an evil which was not first suggested in 
March, 1848, which my friend from Maryland 
[Mr. Pearce] seemed to suggest was only carried 
out in March, 1849, to bear upon the incoming 
Administration. It was suggested by him in his re- 
port at the commencement of his service, and was 
followed up year after year, until that year when 
his services were about to close. Then, for the 
first time, in the year 1848, he omitted it; he 
| passed over the year 1848, and transferred to the 
-year 1849 the action upon this:matter. This must 
be apparent.to that Senator, if he recollects the 
political complexion of the last Congress. 
` I would prefer, Mr. President, instead of sus- 
pending the “proviso atall, to increase the appro- 
priation—to increase the sum to whatever limits, 
by our estimate, may be found necessary to sup- 
port the expense of the revenue. Ido not con- 
sider that a case has yet been made out to show 
that any increase is necessary. ; 
Nor was the sum of $1,560,000 adopted vaguely, 


as Congress hus not devoted to them,and that 
they demand the immediate attention of this body. 
The act of March 3d, 1849, could not, I think, 
have been passed with due deliberation. Proper 


| estimates were not furnished; a detailed system of 


reduction was not submitted; but it was intended 
that future legislation should make specific that 
which circumstances: have now thrown entirely 
into the discretion of the Secretary. 

Prior to this act only the net revenue from cus- 
toms was paid into the Treasury, all the allow- 
ances authorized by law for its ‘collection being 
first deducted. But by this act the gross revenue 
is required to be paid into the Treasury, and spe- 
| cific appropriations for the expenditures are to be 
i made by Congress, and by way of compelling 
the Secretary to apply for these, and Congress to 


tainly without the investigation which might other- 
wise have been had, itis surely nothing but fair 
that an opportunity for this should now be afforded | 
by suspending the proviso until we shall have had 
the time which it was supposed the last Congress 
might have applied to the subject. 

What information the Committee on Finance 
might have had, I do not know. I take it for 
granted they had no detailed plan of reduction, or 
they would have incorporated it into the bill, and | 
not have left everything vague as it is, and alto- i 
gether within the discretion of the Secretary. Ido 
not desire that any abuses or extravagances shall | 
be perpetuated, but that Congress may do its own 
work of retrenchment with a full knowledge of 
what they are about, and not break up the present 
system by a blow at random. Fd 

I have no objection to the amendment limiting 
the suspension of the proviso to the end of the | 
fiscal year. The Secretary called the attention of | 
the Finance Committee to this subject at an early 
period, but the delay in organizing the House of | 
Representatives and our tardiness here have com- 
pelled them at once to cut down the public service 
in this department to a large, inconvenient, and 
embarrassing extent. The expense-of collecting 
the revenue upon the present scale of service and 
expenditure has been about $2,200,000, and the |; 
limitation imposed by the proviso proposed to be | 
suspended is $1,560,000—a reduction of nearly 
one-third, while additional expenditures are de- 
manded by the new collection districts in Texas, 
California, and Oregon. This act was introduced 
into the House of Representatives early in 1648, 
passed that body at the first session of the last 
Congress, and slept in this Chamber till the last 
of the last session, when it became a law. The 
proviso going into operation on the’ lst of the 
present month, and none of the detailed arrange- | 
ments and specific appropriations contemplated | 
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| other expen 


determine upon them, the Secretary is limited un- 
| til such appropriations be made to an expenditure 
of $1,560,000 after the Ist January, 1850. 

Now, sir, I ask if, under these circumstances, it 
is not the duty of Congress to suspend the opera- 
| tions of this proviso until they can give the sub- 
ject proper consideration, and if the refusal to do 
so may not bring embarrassment upon the com- 
merce and the collection of customs, for which we 
may have cause to be reproached hereafter? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, rose to -address 
the Senate, but yielded to A 

Mr. DICKINSON, who moved to amend the 
joint resolution, by substituting therefor the. fol- 
lowing: 

Resolved bythe Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That until 
specifie appropriations are made by law, the proviso tothe 
fourth section of the act of the 3d March, 1849, be suspend- 
ed: Provided, nevertheless, That, in the mean timo, the ex- 
penses of collecting the revenue from customs shall not 
exceed such sum per annum as was expended for said pur- 
pose during the fiscal year ending the 30th June, 1848, to- 
gether with such sums in addition as may be paid into the 
treasury for drayage, cartage, Jabor, and storage. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. The amendment 
offered hy the honorable Senator removes the ob- 
jection which I felt to the resolution originally in- 
troduced, which was to suspend the operation of 
the policy of limiting and making specific the ap- 

ropriation for the collection of the revenue. It 
is an anomaly in our Government, that the collec- 
tion of the revenue has heretofore been unchecked 
by any appropriation from Congress, while all 
ditures have been confined within a 
fixed limit. It is also most true that it has been 
impossible, from the reports and estimates, and 
statements of the Treasury Department, to aster- 


| tain what amount of money, paid originally by 
imp 


osts into the custom-houses, has been detained 
ders of the Secretary of the Treasury with- 
out any appropriation or any. law therefor, and 
thus consumed in the payment of expenses. 


by or 


by the act having been made, the Secretary į 
is compelled to make great and important changes 


It is somewhat strange that this matter has con- 


without a calculation, as is now intimated. In 
1846, a statement was called for of the total 
amount expended in the collection of the revenue. 
| According to the report of the financial year, end- 
i ing in June, 1846, the sum total was near two 
millions of dollars. The same year, Mr. Walker, 
in two letters, to the Committee of Finance in the 
Senate and to the Committee of Ways and Means 
in the Elouse of Representatives, recommended 
the adoption of just such alaw as this, In March, 
1846, in writing to the committee, he called upon 
them to make this report. In May, 1846, he re- 
newed the same recommendation, to which he ap- 
pended a section, that the amount to be disbursed 
should not exceed, for the fiscal year ending June, 
| 1847, or for any succeeding year, $1,520,000. In 
‘his next report—his annual report—he set forth 
H the various reductions at $500,000, and upon that 
| estimate, and his statements of the expenditures 
| of the previous year, this sum was based. 
. Now, sir, this sum of $1,560,000 is not the 
whole sum appropriated to the collection of the 
| revenue. There is to be added to it a.further sum 
| of $240,000 or "$250,000, on account of the draw- 
back from storage, &c., making a total sam of over 
$1,800,000, which is directly appropriated. = This 
i sum is not equal to the two millions reported in 
| this case. It is about the same originally reported 
| as expended in 1846, because then there was no 
such drawback for storage, drayage,. and labor, 
which now amounts to two hundred and forty or 
| two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, and which 
| is therefore to be deducted from the sum expended 
that year. This deduction will bring it down to 
about that sum. 
Then, sir, I do not doubt that the retrenchments 
‘ have been properly made, I do not expect that 
any officer of the Government should dismiss his 
own employees, unless he is coerced to it by spe- 
| cific appropriations. I do not expect that where 
‘his predecessor had a certain number of clerks, 
| &e., he will carry his retrenchment into effect by 
| dismissing the employces of his own department. 
ed of any man; and I trust it 
entSecrétary of the 


| It is not to be expect 
he expenses of the 


| 
| 
Í 
f 
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| 
| 
| 
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| 


| will not be expected of the pres 
| Treasury that he should limit ¢ 
' collection of the revenue. 

The Senator from Maryland: seems to suppose, 
! however, that a new. charge, heretofore paid by 
| the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, 18 to be thrown 
upon the expenses of collecting the. revenue, or 
upon the importers: Now, I think that is not the 
ease. Heretofore, as I understand, the Govern- 
ment has employed draymen, laborers, and clerks. 
For-all. the labor, the drayage, and storage, the 
Government originally pays, and this is refunded 
when the goods are taken out. Now, by the act 
of March 3, 1849, Government will still pay oat 
the amount for labor, storage, and drayage, and 


ak 


. 


xN 


when the goods are taken.from the:warehousesy it- morally opposed to smugglers; and“ know of no 


will be-repaid by‘the importer; but.this sum, thus:j{ other country in the world which „can make the | 


paid, instead: of going back to the. general fund, i| same ` boast. -I believe: our people reprobate ‘a 
goes to the specific-fund.: This is all the differ- smuggler, and that very little smuggling has oc- 
ence. Now it goes to the specific fund; formerly || curred, or is likely to occur. So far as the rev- 
it went to the general fund. This I understand to || enue cutters are“ concerned, as preventives of 
be the whole difference. . ‘|| smuggling, Ido not believe it to'bë necessary ‘or 
As to the policy of abolishing the warehousing || useful to keep them up: - All these, I think, are 
system, I should oppose it rather more: than the | proper economical reductions of the expenses of 
change- in the collection of the revenue: | I ‘be= || the collection, $ f 
lieve, sir, that it equalizes the revenue of the coun‘: Nor, on ‘the other hand, am I at all concerned 
try, through different years; that it increases the || that the-duties-of the employees of the custom- 
imports by giving: additional: facilities to import- |} houses are becoming too onerous, or that the re- 
ers, and “reduces. the expenses. of imported arti-|! duction of their salaries would render the offices 
cles. This, surely must be the reason of thel] lessan object of pursuit. If such was to be the ef- 
whole opposition which: has- heretofore come || féct, | should hail it most joyously. If it would re- 
against it; because it comes in aid of the Importer, || duce that thirst for public office, which I consider 
and because it reduces the price of foreign goods. || now as a great and growing evil in the country, I 
I, sir; am the advocate of free-trade—free-trade, so |! should hail itasa great benefit. I should be happy 
faras itis consistent with a revenue tariff. Holding || to see anything in their reduction, accomplished 
that this warehousing system comes into that gen- || by legislative reform or otherwise, to rebuke the 
eral policy, I believe it will equalize the amount |! practice of those who abandon their private pur- 
collected in two different years, and equalize the || suits to feed upon the Federal Government. I 
number of employees necessary to be kept in the || think that this tendency is inevitably to the greatest 
service of the Government. There will necessarily political corruption which we have to fear. 
be periods when there will be small importations, || ° Nor, sir,do I object atall to these reforms being 
followed hy periods when there will be great im- very extensively made by the Secretary. Itis a 
ports. Both of these extremes tend against the part of his duty, as the head of the Treasury De- 
treasury, because, when the imports are great, ad- || partment, that he should report all reforms which 
ditional clerks are required; and when the Imports || he deems to be practicable. “He is but discharging 
are small, the clerks are in the employ of the |} his duty. We ought to make the specific appro- 
Government, and cannot be dismissed. priation which shall drive the Secretary of the 
I find that the Secretary of the Treasury, in his | Treasury into reforms he would be unwilling to 
annual report of this year, states the amount of || make otherwise. We should do by him as we 
the additional expenditure at $194,634 66 beyond |! do by every other officer, and hold him responsi- 
the storage. Now, sir, I think our attention ought || ble; limiting the expenditures to a certain number 
to be attracted to that point. If our public ware- || of dollars: . 
houses are to cost so much beyond storage, itis || On these grounds, and actuated by no particular 
time. that we should allow private individuals to | reference to the individual who may exercise the 


keep storehouses. Itis a striking fact that this sum || functions of this or any other office, I shall give | 


should: be drawn from the treasury of the United |! my vote. So farasIam politically opposed to any 
‘States to support these storehouses, when private || Administration, E shall not upon such narrow 
individuals can afford to keep public storehouses measures attempt to thwart its officers. Iam will- 
at the same time and can make money out of it. ing to do for this Administration as much as though 
Bat, sir, is this sum of $194,000 properly charge- || f politically coincided with them. I understand 
able to the warehouses? I contend that it is not. this to be the policy advocated by the last Admin- 
I contend that a distinction should be made. || istration, and introduced by the Secretary of the 
There has always been a period when service Treasury of the last Administration, which comes 
was required of labor, drayage, &c., just as it-is || down to us through the last Congress, where our 
now, and the difference only between that for- political opponents held the majority in the House 
merly required and that-now required is: all that of Representatives, and the same policy applied 
should have been charged upon the: warehouses. | to every other department and every other expend- 
Let us see how far the warehouse system has been || jture, 
increased. The total of foreign exports from the Mr. WEBSTER. It is evident, Mr. President, 
6th of August, 1846, to the 6th of September, 1848, || that there is a general disposition in the Senate, 
as I learn from executive document No. 57, adding probably in both houses of Congress, to revise and 
the balance of the year at the same rate, will be || curtail these expenditures. It was a subject a good 
about $104,908,288. In nearly the same time, (for |i deal discussed at the last session of Congress. 
the periods do not exactly coincide,) Mr. Mere- It is evidently a complex, and in some respects 
dith reports a total sum. of $87,352,000. Now, || a dificult subject. It is a subject calling, doubt- 
the propable duties collected upon this—for the | less, for a specific appropriation by law; because, 
lower price goods do not go into the warehouses— || although it has been justly remarked by the hon- 
will be the sum of $2,600,000, at 10 per cent. 1 Í orable Senator who has now resumed his seat, 
believe it has-been estimated at more than 10 per [Mr. Davis, of Mississippi,] that it is the official 
cent., but I take that as a very low rate. These duty of the Secretary of the Treasury, from time 
storehouses increase the revenue, and the balance to time, to report to Congress reforms that onght 
of $194,000 is not properly charged to them, since || to take place, yet that duty of making the report 
they, by facilitating the importations, increase the has hitherto been pretty much the extent of his 
revenue to a much larger amount. | official authority. The object is to let Congress 
Tam willing to concede, Mr. President, that by |] have the light of his experience and knowledge, 
the creation of new collection districts, and by the || and not that the Segretary of the Treasury should 
extension of our ‘commerce, some additional ex- || have the exercise of their legislative power. It is 
penditure must take place in the collection of the evident, I think, that by the provisions of this 4th 
revenue. I am willing, therefore, I say, to sup- || scetion of the law thay was passed on the 3d-of 
port the amendment. of the Senator from New March last, it was intended that Congress, at the 
York, (Mr. Dickinson], and increase the sum; |! commencement of this session, should have an op- 
though I desire it to be distinctly understood that | portunity to consider that proviso, and, instead 
it is not to be added to the, $1,560,000, but to the || of it, if It saw proper, to make specific appropria- 
$1,800,000. Unless the whole proviso is repealed, |} tions. Circumstances, with which we are all ac- 
this will bean addition which will make it $2,000- fi quainted, caused a delay for the first four or five 
t 
H 


000.. If the Committee on Finance believe that 
sum to be necessary, I shall not object to it, or to |} 


but I shall insist upon preserving the principle of | for the execution of that power and trust confided 
making specific appropriation, by which means | | in the Secretary of the Treasury before Congress 
we shall know what sum is expended, and by j! had any opportunity to consider the subject at all. 


which means we may curtail unnecessary expend- i} Now, sir, considering that there may be a great | 


itures, variety of opinions in regard to the topics which 

I have no fears, Mr. President, that the turning |} are embraced in the Secretary ’s cireular—in regard 
out of a great number of the employees in the || to the expediency of maintaining the revenue 
custom-houses, the reduction of the revenue cut- cutter system in whole or in part—in regard to the 
ters, and the abandoning of many custom-houses, expediency of maintaining the warehousing sys- 
kept up-merely for preventive ‘purposes, will be || tem in whole or in part—as-I do not think that the 
likely to. work. any great evil. ‘This ig a people li proper information on these subjects can immedi- 


> 


| weeks of this session of Congress, and disabled | 
e ali or | the two houses from acting either upon this or | 
any other specific sum, within any moderate limit; ji upon any other subject, so that the time arrived | 
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ately be had forthe use of Congress, Dam very ` 
much inclined to think myself that it is expedient 

to adopt the amendment proposed by the honora-_ 
ble Senator from New York, [Mr. Dicxinson,]” 
which is, as I understand it, that the present sys- 

tem, or what has been thè present systern, shall 
be continued until” specific appropriations . are 

made by Congress, with the limitation that’ the 

whole expenditure shall not exceed that of the” 
year 1848. I think, upon the whole, that it is 
a wise amendment, and I shall most cheerfully ` 
support it. ; . 

Mr. DICKINSON. I concur with the Senator 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Wessrer,] that we 
have not sufficient information now to discuss the 
proper estimate to be made. The letter of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, making these estimates, 
is not yet upon our tables. That is not his fault, 
however. ‘They were undoubtedly made out at 
the proper time, but are delayed, owing to the 
fault of Congress in its arrangements for the print- 
ing of such matter. But Ihave succeeded in ob- 
taining a copy from a member of the other House, 
and I will state one or two facts contained ‘in, it. 
The Secretary’s estimaies for the collection of the 
revenue go beyond the amendment which I pro- 
pose. That amendment goes beyond what I, as 
at present advised, believe will be necessary when 
wecome to make the appropriations. It is a mid- 
dle ground, between the estimates of the Secretary 
and the amount allowed by this present law, and 
the amount which I am satisfied will do when we 
come to make appropriations, It is not what the 
Secretary would desire, I am satisfied; but I bè- 
lieve he can get along very well indeed with it. 
I may say, also, that I am satisfied that we cannot 
successfully prosecute a reform in these matters, 
excepting by coercive legislation. Without such 
legislation, Lam convinced that no man will be 
able to accomplish it in the executive departments 
of the government. 

The Secretary of the Treasury has taken: the es- 
timates of last year, and upon that basis has'made 
out thé estimates for the ensuing fiscal year. Itis 
true that there have been additional collection dis- 
tricts, and that some of these districts are expen- 
sive; and it is also true that this system, from the 
foundation of the Government, one Administration 
has inherited from another, and handed down to 
its successor. lt is undoubtedly true that the rev- 
enue system cannot be curtailed so much at this 
season of the year, from the fact that our com: 
merce relies upon the assistance furnished by the 
cutters at this season of the year. I would not, 
therefore, ask for that reduction I shall ultimately 
wish. If it were June, instead of January, I would 
not move the amendment I have proposed. lam 
willing to give time to those interests which should 
take care of themselves, to make preparations to 
take care of themselves. But there are other op- 
portunities for retrenchment. There is the “ dead- 
head” system—as it is so significantly called—in 
the Departments, where an immense saving might 
bé made. Again, as my friend has already re- 
marked, if the warehousing system must cost us 
so much, then let us go at once for a free system; 
let competition regulate the matter, and let it cost 
us nothing. There will be a large saving in that. 
I am willing that the matter should pass over for 
the present. It has not been sufficiently examined 
by myself or by the Senate. I will say, however, 
that these reforms can be made, cutting down very. 
largely the expenditure. In the mean time, I be- 
lieve the amendment I have proposed to be exceed- 
ingly liberal, and I am very much gratified that 


į the Senator on the other side, with so much expe- 


rience, favors it. 

Mr. CALHOUN. One of the members of the 
Committee on Finance has furnished me with a 
Statement of the revenue from imports, and the 
cost of collection for the years 1821 and 1849, 
which I hold in my hand, and which I will state. 
The revenue of the former year amounted in round 
numbers to $15,115,000, and the expense of collec- 
tion to $693,000; that of the latter to $31,500,000, 
and the expense of collection to $2,700,000. 

This statement, of itself, is sufficient to prove 
that there is something wrong,, The expense has 
increased more than 200 per tent. during the in- 
terval between the two periods. I admit that a 
portion of this increase may be attributed to the 
increased number of ports of collection, and some 
other causes; but-whatever increase may be attrib- 


uted to them in increasing the rate per centum of 


1850. 


TE 


collection is more than made up .by the -increased 
amount collected in 1849, compared to 1821. Itis 
more than double; and all know-a large revenue, 
all other circumstances being equal,.can be collect- 
ed for aless rate per centum than asmall. Taking 


every circumstance into consideration, the-rate per- 


centum ought, instead of being greater, to be less, 
in consequence of the increased amount collected. 
It ought not. to exceed $1,500,000, and might be. 
reduced to $1,200,000 with. good management and 
proper economy. 
_ Lought to know something of the revenue and 
its collection in 1821. I was-then.a member of 
Mr. Monroe’s administration. There was then as 
little fraud on the revenne from smuggling or other 
causes, as cheap and simple as were the laws and 
mode of collection, as at present. : 
Something certainly ought to-be done to reduce 
the present enormous expense of collecting the 
revenue; but I can tell the Senators, from the ex- 
perience I have had in reference to the reduction 
of expense, that nothing can be done without „the 
hearty coöperation of the head of the Treasury” 
Department. Little can be done by law. The pro- 
posed remedy by specific appropriations will prove 
a nullity. The head of the department must point 
out the remedy, and make the application, and call 
on Congress for any aid he may require. It is 
only thus it can ever be accomplished. T speak 
from experience: | trust it will not be regarded as 
egotism on my part, when I say that I thoroughly 
reformed the War Department and its abuses when 
l had the charge of it. I found the expense of the 
army to be’$4,000,000 annually, and ĮI reduced it 
in three years: to about $2,700,000, simply by ad- 
ministration, and that without curtailing its usual 
supplies. 

But, Mr. President, I have no hope of reform or 
diminution of expenditures. Of all tasks, the re- 
form of old abuses in the expense of the Govern- 
ment is the most difficult, ‘This vast increase of 
the expense of collecting the revenue has created, 
a large and powerful interest to uphold it. That 
interest will be opposed to all reduction. But that 
is not the worst. There is a still larger and more 
powerful interest, forming in parta majority of the 
whole country, who are interested in keeping up 
the present duties on imports. The higher the 
duties the better for them. They never will enlist 
in aid of reducing the expense of this Government 
or correcting its abuses, because that would lead 
to the reduction of the duties. { have long seen 
and struggled against the: evil, but have utterly 
failed to remedy ite. It will continue and go on, 
and become worse and worse until it will corrupt 
and ruin the Government. 

Mr. HAMLIN. If l understand correctly the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from New 
York, [Mr. Dicxinson,] f shall vote with great 
cheerfulness for that motion, while I concur very 
cheerfully with.what has fallen from Senators all 
around me, in relation to the expenditures for: the 
collection of the revenue for this Government, and 
while I am perfectly, well satisfied, when the mat- 
ter shall come before us for specific appropriations 
for each branch of government, by itself, that we 
may be able to remove many or at least. some of 
the evils to which Senators. have alluded. What 
may or what may not be the specific duties of 
Congress in relation to fostering or taking charge 
of the commerce of this country, I do not. now 
propose to inquire; but it is pertinent to look at a 
state of things which has grown up, avhether they 
be right or wrong—whether they are to be justified 
and continued, or to be abrogated. 

The. true object, perhaps, of the revenue-cutter 
system, was to detect frauds upon our revenue. 
Whatever may have been the true object of our 
cutter system, we all know that, as one of the col- 
lateral duties of that service, they have rendered 
essential service to the commercial marine’ of this 
country, and more especially, most essential ser- 
vice, during the inclement season, along the whole 
extent of our coast. Now, sir, if we are to sus- 
pend the operation of the proviso of this law, or, 
in other words, if we are to refuse to adopt the 
amendment of the Senator from New York, [Mr. 
Dicxrvson,] I do not see but that the Secretary of 
the Treasury will be Bompelled, by the force of 
the circular which he has issued, to curtail that 
service, or to abolish that service entirely. While, 
as I have already stated, Ido not propose to go 
into the discussion as to what may or may not be 
the duties of Congress in relation to fostering or 
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taking. charge of our commerce, | may take: this 
position clearly, that at this season of the year, at 
that period when all the assistance from the cutter 
service has been rendered which has ever been 
rendered by them to the commercial marine—that 
at- this season we shall not take that step which 
will entirely abolish it, for the simple reason—and 


a satisfactory one to my mind, sir—that. the com- f 


mercial marine have had no opportunity to take 
those measures which would be necessary to pro- 
vide themselves with an adequate substitute. 
With. the amendment offered by the Senator 
from New York I apprehend there will be no 
trouble, during this fiscal year, in keeping up the 
revenue service to its former standard. When 
these specific appropriations shall come before 
us—when we shail find it our duty to pass-upon 
its provisions, item by item, for each part of the 


whole service of the Government—I apprehend |; 


that I shall be found willing to go as far as:he who 
may go furthest, in relation to prescribing the rules 
by which the cutter service shall in future be gov- 
erned and controlled; but not now, at this season 
of the year, and with no notice to the commerce 
of the country. For this reason I vote with cheer- 
fulness for the amendment of the Senator from 
New York. ig - 

The. VICE PRESIDENT proceeded to state 


the question first upon the first amendment re- |i 


orted from the Committee on Finance. 
Mr. WEBSTER. Itrust that the Senate will 
consent to waive the question upon thecommittee’s 


ment of the Senator from New York, (Mr. Dicg- 
INSON. | . 

No objection being made, the question was 
stated upon Mr. Dicxinson’s amendment. 

Mr. BRADAURY. I do not perceive that in 
the amendment of the Senator from New York any 
allusion is made to the order recently issued by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, dispensing entirely with 
the revenue-cutter service. 1 suppose, however, 
from the range the debate has taken, that the Sec- 
retary will be sufficiently informed that it is one of 
the purposes for which this amendment is adopted, 
that he-may not be obliged to dispense entirely 
with the service of the revenue cutters. I certainly 
should be unwilling to vote for enlarging the limit- 
ation in the original act to which the resolution 
refers, if it were not with the expectation that this 
branch of service would be, to some extent, con- 
tinued. I would be very far from justifying the 
enormous abuses and the extravagance which ap- 
pear to have grown up from the employment of 
these cutters; but while I find that their service is 
to be entirely dispensed with, I have looked with 
some surprise to find any indication of any purpose 
upon the part of the Secretery to retrench by cut- 
ting down the enormous number of agents who 
are-now employed in our larger cities by that de- 
partment. While by the Biue Book it appears 
that less than 500 persons are employed in the 
custom-houses, of New York, the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, referred to by the mem- 
ber of the Committee on Finance, shows that be- 
tween 700.and 800 persons are employed in that 
city in the custom-house, independent. of those 
engaged in the. revenue-cutter service. They are 
not dispensed with. The vessels are hauled up, 
the men are dismissed; and yet the Government is 
to pay these officers, when at this season of the 
year, as it has already been remarked, their ser- 
vices are very important in aiding and relieving 
vessels in distress, in bringing them into port, and 
services which they are relied upon to render by 
all our commercial marine. If we regard it entirely 
in reference to its connection with the marine, it 
would be a want of economy to dispense entirely 
with the revenue-cutter service. I know of no 
way in which the same amount of money would 
be employed so beneficially to the Government, as 
it-might be employed in the public vessels—in 
furnishing a small class of vessels for the revenue- 
cutter service. We could infinitely better dispense 
withthe services of some of our larger ships of 
war, which are much less important tham these 
cutters. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Ido not under- 
stand the effect of the amendmentexactly. I wish 
to know whether the sum expended in 1848 is the 
whole limit, or whether, in addition to that, the 
Secretary of the Treasury is to have the advantage 
of the proviso of the act of March 3, 1849. If it is 
to be limited to the amount-expended in 1848, I am 


a 


willing it should-pass; but. if it is to provide-the 
additional amount of.the-act of 1849, object. > 

Mr. DICKENSON? They-will have. the tem- 
porary advantage of it, undoubtedly. 

Mr.-DAVIS. Then; instead of a méasure of re- 
form, it. is-aretrograde-movement. T must there- 
fore move ‘to.amend the amendment-by~ striking. 
outall after.the words-‘‘ together with-such sums.’? 

The question being taken-upon. this. amendment. 
to the amendment, it waa. rejected ona division—- 
ayes 21, noes 33, . z ; 

The- question - recurring on the amendment as- 
amended, the yeas and: nays were. demanded and 
ordered; and being-taken, resulted—yeas 27, nays - 
27—as follows : 

YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Berrien, Brad 
bury, Clarke, Clay, Cooper, Corwin, Dawson, Dayton, 
Dickinson, Douglas, Greene, Hamlin, Mangum, Miller, 
Morton, Pearce, Pratt, Seward, Smith, Spruance, Urider- 
wood, Upham, Wales, and Webster—27,. ` 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Benton, Borland, Bright, But- 


| ler, Calhoun, Cass, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Dodge 


of Iowa, Bodge of Wisconsin, Downs, Felch, Foote, Hous- 
ton, Hunter, Jones, King, Norris, Rask, Sebastian, Shields, 
Soulé, Sturgeon, ‘Turney, Walker, and Yulee—27. i 


The Senate being thus equally divided, 

The VICE PRESIDENT voted in the afirma- 
tive; and the amendment as amended was there- 
fore adopted. : 

The VICE PRESIDENT. being about -to report 
the bill to the Senate, ’ 

“Mr. HUNTER inquired whether the vote. had. 
been taken upon the second amendment reported, 


amendments, and take it at once upon the amend- |; from the Committee on Finance. 


The VICE PRESIDENT replied in the nega-.. 
tive, stating that the amendments of the committee 
had been passed over by unanimous consent. 

Mr. HUNTER supposed that they had. only | 
been passed over until the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from New York should be disposed of. For 
one, he had not designed to give his consent to it 
under any other supposition. 
™The VICE PRESIDENT suggested that the 
amendment might yet be moved to the joint reso- 

ution, 

Mr. HUNTER then moved that the joint reso- 
lution be amended by the addition of the following 


| section: 


| And be it further resolved, That nothing contained in the 
| act aforesaid shall be construed ao as to deprive the importer 
| of the privilege of the transportation of merchandise under 
i pond from one district to auotber, or of rewarehousing the 
+ same according to the provisions of the 2d section of the act 
of 6th August, 1846, to establish a warehonsing system, and 
to amend an act entitled ** An act to provide revenue from 
| imports, and to change and modify existing laws imposing 


| duties on imports, and for other purposes.?? ` 


The question being taken upon the amendment, | 
it was agreed to. f 
The joint resolution was then reported to. the ` 


| Senate, with the amendments. 


| Mr. DOUGLAS. 


I came in while the Senate 
was voting, and I am not certain that I understood 
the amendment of the Senator from New York, 
and I would like to hear it read, 

Ihe joint resolution, as amended, was again 
read. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 


i 


li 
j 


| 


| 
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Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, renewed the- 
amendment proposed by him in Committee of the 
Whole, striking out of the amendment submitted 
by Mr. Dicxryson, all after the words ‘ together 
with such sums.”” 

Mr. DICKINSON. I think the question upon 
concurring in the amendments adopted by the 
Senate had better be laid over. If, upon examina- - 
tion, L find that the effect of those amendments 
will be injurious, I shall vote against them myself, . 
though I do not expect that such will.be the case, 
I move that the further consideration of the sub- 
ject be postponed till to-morrow. san S 

The question being taken upon the latter motion, 
it was agreed to. 


AGENTS IN CALIFORNIA: 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I now desire to relieve my- 
self from the promise: -made some time ago, to 
move to take up the resolution offered by the-hon- 
orable Senator from Alabama, (Mr. Cremens,] 
and which.was.laid upon the table by my motion, - 
J now move the Senate proceed to take up that res- 
olution calling upon the President for certain in- 
formation.relative to the appointment of a civil or 
military governor of California, the appointment 
of agents tó procure the adoption of a State con- 
stitution, &c. 


Mr. DAWSON. I would ask the Senator from 
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Ilinois if he wishes this resolution now adopted. 
It is the same which has been passed in the other 
House, and I understand the Presiderit has already 
replied to that resolution. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I will state to the honorable 
Senator from Georgia that I was not aware of the 
passage of a resolution in the samé words as this, 
nor was I awore that an‘answer had been returned 
to it. But still this would not do away with the 
reasons I have for calling up this resolution. I 
moved to lay it upon the table temporarily only, 
and promised to move to take it upagain atan early 
day. I shail move it to be taken up, and then the 
Senate can make what disposition they think fit. 

Mr. KING... I shall throw no obstacle in the 
way of taking up the resolution of my colleague, 
though I think it better to pass it by till to-mor- 
row, as there is a great deal of executive business 
to be done. However, I am satisfied that it should 
come up now, and will throw no obstacle in the 
way. : 

Mr. CLEMENS. The Senator from Georgia 
is somewhat mistaken in thinking the resolution of 
the House is in the same words as this. It is not 
in the sarne words, nor does it contain the same 
matter, I think it very possible, however, that the 
answer given to that may embrace all that I want 
to know; and I am very willing this'shall lay upon 
the table till we can receive that information. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I would rather, sir, it should 
be taken up and passed in its order in the proceed- | 
ings. ; 

The motion to proceed to the consideration of 
the resolution was then agreed to; when, 

On motion, it was 

Ordered, That its further consideration 
til to-morrow, i 

On motion by Mr. KING, 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
Executive business; and after some time so spent, 
the doors were reopened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 
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Mr. CLINGMAN rose, he said, to move a re- 
consideration of the vote by which the rules of 


the last House of Representatives had yesterday || P 


been adopted; and he moved that the motion to 
reconsider be Jaid upon the table. 

He took it for granted (he was understood to 
add) that if the disposition which he contemplated 
was made of the subject, it would leave the exist- 
ing rules as they were, except as they might be 
altered hereafter by the report of the committee. 

Mr. VINTON hoped, he said, that the motion 
to lay the motion to reconsider on the table would 
not prevail, but that the motion to reconsider would 
be postponed, that it might be brought up when 
the subject of the rules should again come up for | 
consideration on Monday next. 


So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the 
table. 
-` ENGRAVING. 

Mr. HAMMOND rose and said that he had 
been instructed by the Committee on Engraving 
to report a resolution, which he- hoped might be 
disposed of at this time. 

The resolution was read as follows: 

Resolved, That the resolution heretofore submitted by the 
Committee on Engraving be recommitted to said committee, 
with instructions to ascertain, by such means as they may 
deem best, and report to this House, the probable cost of the 
engraving recommended in said resolution. 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be on the 
adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. CONGER said he did not understand that 
the committee had as yet reported what the esti- 
mated cost of these engravings would be. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution now reported 
by the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Hammonp] 
provides that a report heretofore made by the Com- 
mittee on Engraving be recommitted to that com- 
mittee, with instructions to inquire into the prob- 
able cost of certain engravings contemplated in that 
previous report. 

In reply to an inquiry by Mr. CONGER— 

The SPEAKER said: The committee ask that 
their own report may be recommitted to them. 

‘The question was then taken, and decided in the 
affirmative without a division. 

So the resolution was adopted. 


OFFICERS OF THE HOUSE. 


The SPEAKER. The first business before the 
House is the execution of the order of the House 
concerning the election of officers; and, first, of a 
Sergeant-at-arms. The gentlemen appointed as 
tellers are requested to resume their seats. 

_. Mr. HAMPTON moved that there be a call of 
the House; and on that motion he asked the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered. 

And the question, “ Shall there be a call of the 
House?” was then taken and decided in the nega- 
tive—yeas 72, nays 127. 

So a call of the House was refused. 

The following gentleman, who were named tel- 
lers to count the votes, then took their seats at the 
clerk’s table: Messrs. Harris of Tennessee, Gor- 
MAN, Jounson of ‘Kentucky, and Sackerr. 

And the nominations heretofore made were re- 
orted to the House. 

The SPEAKER earnestly requested gentlemen 
to suspend conversation whilst the roll was being 
called, as otherwise it was impossible for the Clerk 
to hear the answers of members. 

The roll was then called, being the fifth time. 
The tellers reported that 213 votes had-been given 
in; necessary to a choice 107; of which 

Mr. Senter M. Giddings received........10! 

Mr. Jesse E. Dow seeevcene 46° 

Mr. A. J. Glossbrenner....eeceeeseeeee 22 


| 
Mr. McCLERNAND rose, he said, to a point | 
of order. It was this: The gentleman from North | 
Carolina [Mr. Crincman] had moved to`recon- | 
sider the vote upon the adoption of the rules, and į 
had moved that that motion be laid upon the table. 
He desired to be informed by the Speaker, wheth- | 
er the motion to lay on the table was debatable. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to lay on the 
table is not debatable. 

Mr. McCLERNAND said, then he should ob- ! 
ject to the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vinton] 
proceeding with any remarks. 

Mr. WHITE rose to inquire of the SPEAKER 
whether there were not two motions pending. i 

The SPEAKER assented. 

Mr. WHITE. Are they divisible? 

The SPEAKER. The first question will be on | 
the motion to lay on the table the motion to recon- | 
sider. If that motion should be rejected, the 
question will recur on the motion to reconsider 
the vote by which the rules of the House have 
been adopted. The effect of the motion to lay on 
the table the motion to reconsider, will be, to leave 
the rules to be acted upon on the day to which | 
their consideration has been postponed, precisely || 
as if that motion had not been acted upon at all., il 

The question, ‘* Shall the motion to reconsider i 
the vote by which the rules of the House have 


ji Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft 


| Gerry, Gilmore, Hackett, 


Mr. J. G Plodiern ccc cece cece L 
Mr. Hiram Walbridge.........e00.0005 14 
Mr. Roderick Dorsey..........06 

Mr. S. Lewis....... 00.2 ccc cece eceeees 
Mr. Richard R. Shekell.......... 

Mr. Amos Lane...... Bose na. Webseite as 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For Senter M. Giddings—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, 
Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokce, Bowie, Breck, 
Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, 
E. C. Cabell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, 
Chandler, Clark, Clingman, Cole, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, 


| Deberrry, Dickey, Dixon, Daer, Duncan, Alexander Evans, 


Nathan Evans. Fowler, Freedley, Gentry, Goodenow, Gott, 
Gould, Griuneil, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Heb- 


iL ard, Henry, Hilliard, Houston, Howe, Hunter, Jas. L. John- 
son, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. King, f 


H. Maun, M aul, Matteson, McGanghey, McKissock, P. 
E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Morton, Nelson, 
Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Owen, Phoenix, Pitman, Put- 
nam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, 
Shepperd, 
Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, Stanly, Alexander H. Ste- 
phens, Taylor, John B. Thompson, Thurman, Tuck, Under- 
hill, Vinton, Watkins, White, Wiiliams, Wilson, and Win- 
throp. 

For Jesse E. Dow—Messrs. Averett, Bay, Booth, Bowlin, 
Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Buel, Burt, George A. Caldwell, 
Cleveland, Williamson R.W. Cobb, Daniel, Dunham, Ewing, 
Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. 
Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holmes, Inge, Andrew Johnson, 
Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La Sere, Leffler, Lit- 
Hefield, McDowell, McMuiten, Miller, Morse, Peaslee, 
Phelps, Savage, Sawtelle, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. 


f 
been adopted, be laid upon the table??? was taken, i 
and decided in the affirmative without a division. | 


Stanton, Stetson, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Wm. Thomp- 
son, Waldo, and Whittlesey. 


For Mr. Glossbrenner—Messrs. Albertson, Bayly, Bing- 
ham, William J. Brown, J. Cable, Howell Cobb, Durkee, 
Fitch, Fuller, Hall, Haralson, Job Mann, Mason, McLana- 
han, Parker, Peck, Robbias, Robinson, Ross, Strong, James 
Thompson, and Wilmet. 

For Mr. Fiood-—Messrs. Beale, Bissell, Bocock, Coicock, 


Edmundson, Green, T. L. Harris, Holliday, Hubbard, Me- - 


Clernand, McDonald, Meade, Milison, 
ardson, Seddon, Venable, Welborn, 
Young. : 

For Mr. Walbridge—Messrs. Ashe, Carter, Disney, Doty, 
Gorman, Harlan, P. King, Mc Willie, Morris, Olds, Potter, 
Sweetser, Walden, and Wood. 

For Mr. Lewis—Messrs. Bowdon, 
lace. : 
For Mr. Dorsey—Messrs. 
M. McLane. 

For Mr. Lane—-Mr. Featherston. 

For Mr. Bigelow—Mr. Giddings. 

For Mr. Shekell—Mr. Root. 


+ No choice. 
The roll was called the sixth time. The tellers 


reported that 211 votes had been given in; neces- 
sary to a choice 106; of which 


Orr, Powell, Rich- 
Woodward, and 


McQueen, and Wal- 


Hamilton, Hammond, and R. 


Mr. Giddings received .......00esee00 0102 
Mr: Dow essees sesso dei de'e ir sees 50 
Mr. Glossbrenner were aoe 25 
Mr. Flood......... sesira 16 
Mr. Walbridge .... neve Guaetaaw de 
Mr. Dorsey ........ (ek eee’ -o 
Mr. Lewis........ 2 
Mr. 1 
~ Mr. 1 

211 


_ The following is the vote in detail: 

For Mr. Giddings—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, An- 
drews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, 
Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. But 
ler, E. C. Cabell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Ca- 
sey, Chandler, Clark, Clingman, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Cor- 
win, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Nuer, Duncan, A. 
Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Gentry, Goodenow, 
Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, 
Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, Houston, Howe, Hunter, James 
L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James 
G. King, Horace Maun, Marshall, Matteson, 
McKissock, Finis E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, More- 
head, Morton, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Owen, 
Phonix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rock- 
well, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Sehermerhorn, 
Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, Stanly, 
Alexander H. Stephens, Taylor, John B, Thompson, Thur- 
man, Tuck, Underhill, Vinton, Watkins, White, Williams, 
Wilson, and Winthrop. à 

For Mr. Dow—Messrs. Ashe, Averett, Bay, Beale, Booth, 
Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Buel, George A. Caldwell, 
Cleveland, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb Daniel, 
Dunham, Ewing, Gerry, Gilmore, Green, Hackett, Isham G. 
Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Hibhard, Hoagland, Holmes, 
Inge, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kauf- 
man, La Sère, Leter, Littiéfield, McDowell, Robert M. 
McLane, McMullen, Meade, Miller, Morse, Peaslee, Pheips, 
Sawtelle, Frederick P, Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Stet- 
son, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, William Thampson, Wal- 
do, and Whittlesey. ‘ 

For Mr. Glossbrenner—Mesxsrs. Albertson, Bingham, W., 
J. Brown, Cabte, Durkee, Fitch, Fuller, Hall, Haralson, 
Harlan, Job Mann, McDonald, McLanahan, Millson, Park- 
er, Peck, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Strong, James 1 homp- 
son, Venable, Wellborn, Wilmot, and Woodward. 

For Mr. Flood—Messrs. Bayly, Bissell, Bocock, Ed- 
mundson, T. L. Harris, Holliday, Hubbard, Mason, McCier- 
nand, McQueen, Powell, Richardson, Savage, Seddon, 
Young, and Orr. 

For Mr. Walbridge—Messrs. Carter, 
man, P. King, MeWiilie, Morris, Olds, 
Walden, and Wood. 

For Mr. Lewis—Messrs. Bowdon and Wallace. 

For Mr. Dorsey--Messrs. Hamilton and Hammond. 

For Mr. Lane—Mr. Featherston. 

For. Mr. Shekell—Mr. Root. 


No choice. 


Mr. RICHARDSON rose and said that he 
would now withdraw the name of Mr. Flood. 
The roll was then again called, being the seventh 


Disney, Doty, Gor- 
Potter, Sweetser, 


McGaughey, * 


time. The tellers reported that 212 votes had been. 


cast; necessary to a choice 107; of which 


Mr. Giddings received. .....c...00.056 100 
Mr. DoW.. sa sin ssanesisnresinaoa inane 
Mr. Glossbrenner.. ... esse cess cece e ee ee AO 
Mr. Walbridge... ec cc cece ee ee cece eee dQ 
Mr. J. G. FIOOd.. cc cece cece cece ccc ene J 
Mr. Lewis. ..0c.cascecsveccssesccessececd 
Mr. Washington... cc cceccceceeecaveeen cD 
Mr. Dorsey... see cee cese ee eeeeeeeeeseeed 
Mis Shekeli u saas en toe bali sesa sa [i 
Mr Lines ccisaecciasta'etcheutdeousehe ras cued 

212 


The following is the vote ingdetail, viz : 


For Mr. Giddings—Messrs, Alexander, Anderson, An- 
drews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, 
Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, C. Butler, T. B. Builer, E. C. 
Cabell, J. P, Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, 
Clark, Clingman, Cole, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, 
Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, N. Evans, Fowler, Freedley, 


Gentry, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hamp- ` 
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ton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, Houston, 
Howe, Hunter, J. I. Johnson, Kerr, Dahiel P. King, George 
G. King, James G, King, Horace Mann, Marshall, Matteson, 
McGaughey, McKissock, F. E, McLean, Meacham, Moore, 
Morehead, Morton, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, 
Owen, Phenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, 
Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Schermer- 
horn, Schooleraft, Shepperd, Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, 
Stanly, Alex. H. Stephens; Taylor, John B. Thompson, 
Thurman, Tuck, Usderbill, Vinton, Watkins, White, Wil- 
liams, Wilson, and Winttrop. : 

For Mr. Dow—Messrs. Ashe, Averett, Bay, Beale, Booth, 
Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, A. G. Brown, Buel, Burt, G. A. 
Caldwell, Cleveland, W. R. W. Cobb, Daniel, Dunham, 
Ewing, Gerry, Gilmore, Green, Hammond, I. G. Harris, S. 
W. Harris, T. L. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagtand, Holmes, Hub- 
bard, Inge, A. Johnson, R. W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, 
La Sére,. Leffler, Littlefield, McDowell, R. M. McLane, 
Meade, Miller, Morse, Peaslee, Peck, Pheips, Richardson, 
F. P. Stanton, R. H. Stanton, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, 
Wiliam Thompson, Waldo, and Whittlesey. 

For Mr. Glossbrenner--Messrs. Albertson, Bayly, Bing- 
ham, Bocock, William G. Brown, J. Cable, Carter, Howell 
Cobb, Durkee, Fitch, Fuller, Hall, Hackett, Haralson, Har- 
lan, Holliday, Preston King, Job Mann, Mason, McCler- 
nand, McDonald, MeLanahan, MeMulien, Millson, Morris, 
Orr, Parker, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Sawtelle, Seddon, 
Stetson, ‘Strong, James Thompson, Venable, Wellborn, 
Wilmot, Woodward, and Young. $ 

For Mr. Walbridge—Messrs. Disney, Doty, Gorman, 

, Me winie Olds, Potter, Savage, Sweetser, Walden, and 

Food. 

For Mr. Washington—Messrs. Colcock and Alex. Evans. 

For Mr. Fliood—Messrs. Edmonson and Powell. , 

For Mr. Lewis—Messrs. McQueen and Wallace. 

For Mr. Lane—Mr. Featherston. 

For Mr. Dorsey—Mr. Hamilton. 

For Mr. Shekell—Mr. Root. 


Mr. MORSE rose and nominated Charles K. 
Gardner, late Postmaster of Washington city. 
Mr. SACKETT, on his own motion, was ex- 
cused from further service as a teller. 
Mr. THURMAN was appointed in his stead. 
Mr. PECK stated that he should decline to vote 
for the residue of this day, having paired off with 
his colleague, [Mr. Heparp,}] who was indis- 
osed. 
‘The roll was then again called. 
When the roll had been called through, a great 
many members changed their votes. 
Mr. MORSE withdrew the name of Mr. Gard- 
ner. 
Mr. COBB, of Alabama, withdrew the name of 
Mr. Dow. 
The tellers reported that 209 votes had been cast; 
necessary to a choice 105; of which 
Mr. Giddings received, a.s esse oeer eese 102 
Mr. Glossbrenner....escccee rece eeees L0G 
Mr. DOW.. sseseeresseeseseosseeseseee Í 


209 

The following is the vote in detail: 

For Mr. Glossbrenner—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, 
Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bingham, Bocock, Booth, Bowdon, 
Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, 
Burt, Joseph Cable, George A. Caldwell, Carter, Cleveland, 
Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Coleock, Daniel, 
Disney, Doty, Durkee, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, 
Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hackett, 
Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, Isham G. 
Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, 
Hoagland, Holliday, Hubbard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, Rob- 
ert W. Johnson, Jones, Julian, Kaufman, Preston King, 
La Sere, Leffler, Litdeficid, Job Mann, Mason, MeCler- 
nand, MeDonald, McDowell, McLanahan, Robert M. Me- 
Lane, MeMullen, McQueen, MeWillie, Meade, Milter, 
Millson, Morris, Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, Peastee, Phelps, 
Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Sav- 
age, Sawtelle, Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard HB. 
Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thomp- 
son, James ‘Thompson, William Thompson, Venable, Wal- 
den, Waldo, Wallace, Wellborn, Whittlesey, Wilmot, 
Wood, Woodward, and Young. 

For Mr. Giddings—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, 
Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, 
Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. But- 
ler, E. C. Cabell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, 
Casey, Chandier, Clark, Clingman, Cole, Conger, Conrad, 
Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, 
Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, fowler, Freedley, Gentry, 
Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Gri nnell,tHlalloway, Hampton, Hay, 
Hay:mond, Henry, Hilliard, Houston, Howe, Hunter, James 
B. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. 
Kings H. Mann, Matteson, 
E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, 
Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Owen, 
nam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, 
sey. Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, 
perd, Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, Stanly, Alexander H. 
Stephens, Taylor, John B. Thompson, Thurman, Tuck, 
Underhill, Vinton, Watkins, White, Williams, Wilson, and 
Winthrop. 

For Mr. Dow—Mr. Dunham. 

So Mr. GLossB RENNER having received a majority 
of ail the votes, was declared to be duly elected 
Sergeant-at-arms of this House for the thirty-first 
Congress. , 

Mr. GrosBrenver was thereupon introduced 
within the bar by Nathan Sargent, Esquire, late 
Sergeant-at-arms, and was sworn by the Speaker. 


Morehead, Morton, Nelson, 
Pheonix, Pitman, Put- 


McGaughey, MeKissock, Finis | 


Rockwell, Root, Rose, Rum- | 
Schooleraft, Shep- 


| ana, [Mr. Morse.] 


Mr. CARTER moved that. the House adjourn, 
but ‘withdrew the motion at the request of a num- 
ber of members near him. — ~- $ : 

Mr. HILLIARD rose and. said that, to carry 
out the order of the House, he would offer a reso- 
lution, (which he sent to the Speaker’s table.)- 

Mr. HACKETT moved that the House do now 
adjourn. z 

No question was taken on this motion. 

The resolution was then read in substance as 
follows: | ; 

Resolved, That Mr. Horner, the present Doorkeeper, and 
Mr. Jounson, the present Postmaster, of the House, be re- 
tainedin their respective places during the present session. 

The resolution having been read, objections 
were made to its introduction. 

Mr. HILLIARD inquired of the Speaker 
whether the resolution was not in order? 

The SPEAKER said that the Chair had hereto- 
fore ruled a similar motion to be out of order. 

Mr. HILLIARD. Is it not carrying out the 
order of the House? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has ruled other- 
wise,and the House has acquiesed in the decision. 

Mr. HILLIARD. I shall not take an appeal, 
though the decision is against fry judgment. 

After a momentary conversation between Mr. 
HOUSTON and the SPEAKER— 

Mr. BAKER moved (for the purpose, he was 
understood to say, of proceeding to the transaction 
of the public business) that all further action on 
the order of the House, relating to the election of 
officers be postponed until Monday next. 

The SPEAKER stated the question... 

Mr. STANLY was understood to inquire of the 
Chair whether, if a postponement should be agreed 
to, the resolution would then be in order? if not, 
what use was there in postponing? 

The SPEAKER replied, that the resolution | 
would not then be in order, because it was a viola- | 
tion of the rules of the House; and if the election 
was postponed to a day certain, no election could, 
in the opinion of the Chair, be had in the interval 
between that time and the present. Ifa motion for 
indefinite postponement should be agreed to, it | 
would be equivalent to rescinding the order; and a | 
resolution to proceed to the election of officers | 
would be in order. ; 

Mr. BAKER. Does the Chair decide that if a | 
motion for indefinite postponement should prevail, | 
the resolution of the gentleman from Alabama [Mr, 
Hittiarp] would then be in order? | 

The SPEAKER. The Chair, in that event, 
would entertain a`motion that the House proceed 
to the election of a Doorkeeper and other officers. 
But the resolution of the gentleman from Alabama, į 
(Mr. Hixirarp,] as was the case with asimilar 
resolution in relation to other. officers, was ruled 
out of order on the ground that it was not in con- 
formity with the:rules of the House prescribing the 
mode of election. And this objection to the resolu- 
tion would be applicable, whether the order re- 
mained in force, or whether it were rescinded. 

Mr. HILLIARD suggested, as an. inquiry, 
whether the taking the yeas and nays on-the res- 
olution would not be, in fact, taking a vote viva 
voce. 

The SPEAKER said, it would be in the recol- | 
lection of gentlemen, that the same point had here- 
tofore been raised by the gentleman from Louisi- 
The Speaker had then given | 
his opinion; that the proceeding now contemplated | 
by the gentleman from Alabama would not be a | 
compliance with the rule. The opinion of the | 
Chair on this point remained unchanged. i 

Mr. VINTON rose to inquire of the Speaker 
whether, if the execution of the order was indefi- | 
nitely postponed, it would be in order again to 
bring up the subject during the present session? 

The SPEAKER. Not with reference to the ex- 
ecution of that order. Butthe Chair is of opinion, 
that it would be in order to proceed to the election , 
of officers of the House, their election being ne- | 
cessary to the organization of the House. | 
Mr. HACKET moved that the House adjourn. | 

| 
| 


The question was taken, and the House refused | 
to adjourn. 1 

Mr. MEADE rose and (scarcely heard) was un- ; 
derstood to inquire, whether the order was still in | 
force—whether it applied to the other officers of | 
the House not yet elected? 

The SPEAKER said it applied to the other offi- 


on the motion of the gentleman from Hlinois, [Mr. 
Baxer,] that the further execution of the order be 
postponed until Monday next. : 

Mr. BAKER desired to modify his motion. He 
presumed that the indefinite postponement of. the 
order would leave the present incumbents in office. 

The SPEAKER ‘made a remark not heard by 
the reporter. ~ |) ` 
. Mr. ASHMUN said that he understood that 
if the order was indefinitely-postponed it could not 
be called up again; but that it would berin ‘order. 


vat any time to move to proceed to the election of 
Officers. ý 


He would suggest that an indefinite post- 
ponement should be agreed to, and that whenever 
any member should make another proposition 
looking to an election, it should be voted down, 
because it would be an attempt to remove from 
office. 

The SPEAKER (to Mr.. Baxer.) Does the 
gentleman from Illinois withdraw his motion? 

Mr, BAKER. I move that the execution of 
the order be indefinitely postponed; and on that 
motion I ask the yeas and nays. ; ` 

Mr. HALL desired to be informed by the 
Speaker whether there was any rule of the House 
under which, if the motion for indefinite post- 
ponement was agreed to, the present incumbents 
would be continued in office. ; 

The SPEAKER (doubtfully heard) was under- 
stood to say that the Chair could not decide. what 
the effect of the motion for “indefinite postpone- 
ment would be, except upon the resolution itself. 
It was for the House to decide who its officers 
were, and by what tenure they held their offices. 
The question before the House was on the motion 
for indefinite postponement. 

Mr. McMULLEN objected, he said, to the re- 


| ception of the motion, 


The SPEAKER. The motionis in order with- 
out reference toany objections. 

The SPEAKER then proceeded to ascertain 
whether the yeas and nays were ordered; and 
they were ordered, 

Mr. HACKETT moved that the House ad- 
journ, and asked tellers on that motion; who were 
ordered. (Messrs. Watpo.and Kine of Rhode 
Island were appointed.) 

And the vote being taken stood yeas 69, noes 98. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 3 

The question then recurred, and was taken on 
the motion of Mr. Baxer, and was decided in the 
negative—yeas 80, nays 125—as follows: : 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, 


Bennett, Bokee, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, C. Butler, 
Thomas B. Butier, J. P. Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, 


| Clingman, Cote, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, 


Dixon, Doty, Duer, Duncan, Alexander. Evans, Nathan 
Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Giddings, Gott, Gould,’ Grinnell, 
Halioway, Hampton, Hay, Raymond, Henry, Hilliard, Hous- 
ton, Howe, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James 
G. King, Horace Mann, Matteson, McKissock, F. E. Me~ 
Lean; Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, 
Otis, Outlaw, Owen, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Risley, Rock- 
well, Rumsey, Sackett, Schermerhorn, Shepperd, Silvester, 
Sprague, Stanly, A. H. Stephens, Taylor, Thurman, Tuck, 
Underhill, Waikips, White, Williams, Wilson, and Win- 
throp—80 ` i 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Allen, Alston, 
Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bingham, Bocock, Booth, 


; Bowdon, Bowie, Bowlin, Boyd, Win. J. Brown, Buel, Burt, 


J. Cable, George A. Caldwell, Campbell, Carter, Cleveland, 
W. R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Conger, Daniel, Disney, Dun- 
ham, Darkee, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, Piteb, Ful- 
ler, Gerry, Gilmore, Goodenow, Gorman, Green, Hackett, 
Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, Isham G. 
Harris, Sampson W. Harris, ‘Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, 
Hoagtand, Holliday, Hubbard, Hunter, Inge, Andrew John- 
son, James L. Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Julian, 
Kaufman, Preston King, La Sére, Lefter, Littlefield, Job 
Mann, Mason, McClernand, McDonald, McDowell; Mc- 
Gaughey, MeLanahan, R. M. McLane, McMullen, Me- 
Queen, Me Willie, Meade, Miller, Millson, Morris, Morse, 
Morton, Olds, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Phelps, Potter, Powell, — 
Richardson, Robhins, Robinson, Root, Rose, Ross, Savage, 
Sawtelle, Schenck, Schoolcraft, Seddon, Spalding, Freder- 
jek P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweet- 
ser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, John B. 
Thompson, William Thompson, Venahle, Vinton, Walden, 
Waldo, Wallace, Wellborn, Whittlesey, Wilmot, Wood, 
Woodward, and Young—-125. . 

So the House decided that the execution of the 
order should not be indefinitely postponed. 

[Cries: “ Proceed witb the élection.’’] 

Thereupon, the House adjourned. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 
“The following: notices were given under the 
of intention to introduce bills, viz: 


Mr. EWING gave notice that he would ask leave to m- 
troduce, on to-morrow, or some subsequent day, “A Dill 
ting bounty lands to the officers who served their coun- 


rule, 


cers. 
The SPEAKER then stated the question to be 


zgran 


try in the late war with Mexico.’? 


158 


. Jan. 15, 


‘Mr. KAUFMAN gave notice, that on to-morrow, or some || 
future day, he would introduce a bill, to be entitled “An 
act to establish an additional District Court of the United 
Statesia the eastern portion of the State of Texas.” 

Mr..BOWLIN gave notice, that on to-morrow, or as soon 
thereafter as-he could obtain a hearing, he would ask leave 
to introduce “A bill granting to. the States of Missouri- and 
Arkansas certain swamp lands, for the purpose of reclaim- 
“ing them, and increasing the value of the:public lands in the 
vicinity thegeof.”” 

‘ PETITIONS, ke. 
The following petitions were presented and re- 
‘ferred. under the rule: 


» By. Mr..DOTY: The petition of a large- number of citizens 

of Washington county, for an appropriation for the improve- | 
ment of the harbor at Ozaukee, in Wisconsin. “Referred to 
the Comittee on Commerce. 7 { 


By Mr. SIBLEY: The petition of Elizabeth Odell, 4 half- | 
breed woman of the Sioux nation, praying that a certain | 
sum of-money due her under treaty of 1837, be paid her. | 

‘Also, the petition of Mary Woodbury, a half-breed woman 
of the Sioux nation, praying that a certain sum of money |; 
due under the treaty of 1837, be paid her. 

By Mr. BUTLER, of Connecticut? The petition of Buck- 
ingħam Lockwood, and others, for indemnity {pr French 
Spoliations. Referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. MILLSON: The petition of John G. Wilkinson, 
Praying compensation for his services as Navy Pension | 

gent, 

Also, the petition of Robert Owens, asking the difference 
of pay between that of a chief boatswain’s mate and a 
boatswain. 

Also, tbe memorial of Ann P. Swift, A. Jeffery, and others, 
asking indemnity for French Spotiations. , A 

‘By Mr. DISNEY: The petition of citizens of Cincinnati, 
Ohio, for the erection in said city of buildings for the ac- 
commodation of the officers of the Post Office, Treasury, and |} 
Judicial Departments. EN en 

Also, the petition of the Chamber of Commerce of Cincin- | 
nati, of similar import; and referred to the Committee on į 
the Post Office and Post Ronds. | 

Also, the petition of John Johnson, of Cincinnati, for com- i| 
pensation for his services as Indian agent, &c. Referred to fi 
the Committee of Claims, . , Ji 

Also, the petition of S. Keyser, of Cincinnati, praying for | 
arrears of pension. Referred to the Committee on Invalid 

Pensions. 

By Mr. WELLBORN: The memorial and petition of the 
heirs of Wiliam Hixt, for commutation pay for services 
rendered by their father in the war of the Revolution. 

By Mr. GOTT: ‘Che memorial of David Montgomery, for 
an increase ofthis pension. 4 , ? 

By Mr. TAYLOR: The petition of Benjamin Daniels, 
sen., Peter Spurk, James Bs Turner, and 44 others, citizens 
of Pike county, Ohio, expressing the opinion that soldicrs 
of the war of 1812, and those of the several Indian wars 
prior and since that period, are preéminently entitled to the 
same measure of reward accorded to those who served in 
the war with Mexico ; and praying Congress to grant to them 
the same system of reward which was awarded to those who 
served in the Mexican war, 

Also, the petition of John P. Brown, the principal Drago- 
man, (Interpreter Seeretary for the ‘Turkish linguage,) of 
the Legation of the United States of America at the Sub- 
lime Porte; praying Congress to grant him the usual salary 
and compensation given for the performance of the duties 
of a diplomatic agent at Constantinople, in the absence of 
any other, from Angust Ist, 1845, to July lst, 1846, a period 
of eleven months; which duties he alleges he performed by 
orders of the President of the United States at that time. 
Referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. DISNEY: The memorial of the heirs of John 
Skyren, praying for indemnification onaceount of French 
spoliations. Referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Also, the memorial of sundry citizens of Ohio, praying for 
the abolition of the office of Chaplain. Referred to the 
Committee.on the Judiciary. 

Also, the memorial of Joseph Clarke on the subject of 
slavery in the Térritorics. Referred to the Committee on 
Territories. ~ 

Also, the memorial of Boyd 
tion for the invention and use of vapor baths. 
the Committee of Claims. 

Also, the memorial of sundry citizens of Ohio, praying 
for the passage of an act extending lhe jurisdiction of the 
District Courts in certain cases to the navigable Jakes and 
navigable riversin the United States. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi: The petition of Jeffer- 
son W. Cook, praying the passage of a special act granting 
him the bounty land and extra pay due his deceased brother 
Seaborn J. Cook, for the henefit of the minor heirs of said 
Seaborn J. Cook, of whom said Jefferson W. Cook is a guar- 
dian. Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. MORTON: The petition of the heirs of Apollos 
Cooper, for such half pay, &c., as they are entitled to, in | 
consequence of their ancestor having been killed in the 
battle of Brandywine. Referred to the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Claims. 

By Mr. McLANE, of Maryland: The memorial of certain 
merchants, ship owners, and others, praying the passage of 
a law limiting the liability of ship owners. 

By Mr, EVANS, of Maryland, on Saturday last: The pe- 
tition of Leonard Reynolds and othefs, that the Goverment 
refrain hereafter from the employment of chaplains to Con- 
gress, the army, and navy, and thus disconnect itself from 
all connection with a national religiog. Referred to the 


Reily, praying for compensa- 
Referred to 


| county. Referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


: relating to the settlement of the account of Thomas Allen 


i war, asking that they may receive the same bounty 
| land that was granted to soldiers of the Mexican 


| soldiers who served in the war with Mexico. 


| inform him that similar memorials have been re- 


Couunitiee on the Judiciary. : 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. | 


By Mr. PRESTON KING: The petition of citizens of. 
Rome, Oneida county, New York, for a suspension of dip- 
lomatie relations between the United States and Austria, on |; 
account of Austrian oppression of Hungary. Referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Also, the petition of J. R: Johnson, of Cazenovia, Madi- 
son county, New York, for the release of Drayton and 
Sawyer from prison. Referred to the- Committee on the 
District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of Martin Hatch, of Chateatiguay, |; 
Franklin county, New York, for arrearages as an invalid 
pensioner. . Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a petition for establishing a post route from Somer- 
ville, Lewis county, New York, through Harrisburg and 
Pinkney to Rodman, in Jefferson county, New York- 

By Mr. BURROWS: The petition of John Van Horn and 
others, citizens of the county of Niagara, New York, asking 
Congress to grant an appropriation for the improvement of |: 
the harbor at the mouth of Eighteen Mile Creek, in. said 


On motion by Mr. WALDEN, 
Resolved, That the memorial and accompanying papers, 


` 


for printing the compendium of the sixth census, be taken 
from the Clerk’s files, and referred to the Committee of | 
Claims. J 


IN SENATE. 
Turspay, January 15, 1850. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presented the j 
memorial of the executor of Cornelius Howland, |! 
asking indemnity for French spoliations prior to 
1800; which was referred to the select committee. |! 

Also, the memorial of William Rotch and others, 
asking indemnity for French spoliations prior to 
1800; which was referred to the select committee. 

Mr. CORWIN presented a petition from citizens 
of Cuyahoga falls, asking a reduction of the rates 
of postage; which was-referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the memorial of Andrew A. Jones, asking 
compensation fof extra services in the New York |! 
custom-house; which was referred to the Commit- |i 
tee of Claims. | 

Mr. SHIELDS. Mr. President, I present a || 
petition from soldiers who served in the Florida 


t 
war. I trust the petition will receive a favorable || 
consideration from the Senate, and that the peti- |! 
tioners will be put on the same footing with those |; 

at 

move its reference to the Committee on Public |! 
Lands, | 
Mr. BORLAND. If the honorable Senator | 

i 

| 

4 


will permit me to make a suggestion to him, I will 


ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
They are now undergoing investigation there, 
and, as one report on the subject will answer all |! 
the purposes desired, it is better that all the me- |! 
morials of this character should go to that com- 
mittee. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I accept the Senator’s sugges- 
tion. i 

The petition was then referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. Í 

Mr. SHIELDS also presented a petition from 


proper officers of the Navy Department to com- 
plete a contract with him for water-rotted hemp, | 
according to advertisement and his bid; which was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. 5. I am also requested to present the me- 
morial of Captain Mansfield Lovell, of the artillery 
service of the United States. The intention of the 
memorial is to improve the condition of the light 
artillery of the service of the United States, and it 
is seconded also by a strong letter from Cajonel 
Bragg, of that service. T- move its reference to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. ` 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DAYTON presented the petition of Mrs. | 
Commodore De Kay, asking the payment of a bal- |: 
ance that she alleges is due her late husband; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. : 

Mr. MASON presented the petition of Samuel |! 
McKenney and other trustees of the Methodist |; 
Episcopal Church in Georgetown, District of Co- 
lumbia, asking the passage of a law authorizing || 
them to sell and convey certain real estate, the | 
property of that church; which was referred to the | 
Committee for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented the memorial of |; 
merchants, ship-owners, masters, and others in- |: 
terested in commerce, asking that the northeast |! 
pass of the Mississippi river may be improved 


i 
j 
1 
i 
| 


-and deepened; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. i 

Mr. CHASE presented the petition of the heirs 
of John Strykins, asking indemnity for French 
spoliations prior to 1800; which was referred to the 
select committee. | : 

Mr. STURGEON presented the memorial ‘of 
Walter Colton, a chaplain in the navy, asking 
compensation for services rendered while holding 
the office of alcalde and other judicial appointments 
in Monterey, during the military occupation of 
California by the United States; which 'was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. é 

Mr. FOOTE presented the petition of Albert 
Fitz, asking compensation for services ag special 
agent of the United States to the British West In- 
dies in 1841; which was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. UNDERWOOD, 


Ordered, That the petition of the American Calonization 
‘Society, on the files of the Senate, be referred tothe Commit- 


! tee of Claims. . 


Also, that Nancy Haggard, heiress of William Grymes, — 


' have leave to withdraw her petition and papers. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. | 
Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Mili- 


; tary Affairs, to which was referred the bill to pro- 


vide for the adjustment and payment of expenses 
incurred and obligations contracted by the State of 
Florida, in providing for the safety of the people 
of that State during the recent insurrection of the 
Seminole Indians, reported the same without 
amendment. ; 

Also, from the Committee on Printing, to which 
was ‘referred the motion to print the memorial of 


: P. P. F. Degrand, asking a charter for the pur- 


pose of constructing a railroad, reported in favor 

of printing the same; which was concurred in, 
Also, from the ‘same committee, to which was 

referred the motion to print the report of the Sec- 


| retary of War in relation to the amount due the 

! Seminole Indians in the service of the United 

| States during the war with the Florida Indians, re- 

| ported against printing the same; which was con- 
curred in. 


Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Revo- 


! lutionary Claims, to which was referred the peti- 
; tion of -the heirs of John-Holden, asked to be dis- 
| charged from the further-consideration of thesame; 


which was agreed to. 
Mr. BALDWIN, from the Committee of Claims, 
to which was referred the memorial of the clerks 


| of the Adjutant General’s Office, submitted an ad- 


verse yeport; which was ordered to be printed. 
Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the petition of Jeremiah Downs, asking 
to be allowed a certain sam, made an adverse re- 
port on the same; which was ordered to be printed, 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, to which was referred the 


| bill to increase the efficiency of the army by a 


retired list for disabled officers, reported the same 


| 41) 9 i with amendments; which were ordered to be 
George W. Billings, asking Congress to cause the || 


printed. 

VACANCY ON THE COMMITTEE OF CLAIMS. 
Mr. NORRIS. By the expiration of the term of 

service of the Senator from Maryland, [Mr. Srew- 


ART,] there has occurred a vacancy in the Com- 
mittee of Claims. I am unacquainted’ with the 


' practice of the Senate in regard to matters of this 
: kind, but I will, however, 
be now filled. 


move that the vacancy 


Mr. HAMLIN. I believe, if I recollect cor- 
rectly the practice of the Senate, that vacancies 
have been filled in the various committees by nom- 
ination. 1 move that Mr. Doper, of Iowa, be 


; appointed to-fill the vacancy in this instance. 


Mr. ATCHISON. I have no objection to the 


| appointment of Mr. Dongs, but I suggest whether 
j; the appointment should not be left to the Vice 
: President? 


The suggestion was acquiesced in. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no ob- 
jection, Mr. Doneer will be considered as appointed 
to fill such vacancy. 


BILL ON LEAVE. 
Mr. BADGER, in purstfance of notice, asked 


: and obtained leave to introduce a bill to authorize 


notaries public to take and certify oaths and affirm- 
ations and acknowledgments in certain cases; 
which was read a first and second time by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


1850. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. 


Mr, DOUGLAS submitted the following. reso- 
lution, which, under the rules, lies over one day: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States bere- 
quested to communicate to the Senate‘a copy of the instrac-: 
lions givén to the agent of the: United States who was ém- 
ployed to visit Hungary during the recent war between that 
country and Austria; and of the correspondence ‘by and 
with such agent, so far as the publication of the same may 
be consistent with the public interest. ; 


Mr. DOUGLAS also submitted the ‘following, 
which lies over one day: under. the rules: 

Resolved, That the President of: the United States be re- 
quested to cause to he laid before the Senate, in open ses- 
sion, if, in his opinion, consistent with the public interest, 
otherwise in Executive session, copies of alt instructions 
aud communications of the late Secretary of. State to our 
late chargé d’affaires at Guatemala, and all dispatches and 
communications from said chargé d’affaires to the Depart- 
ment of State, including any conventions or treaties he may 
have concluded with either of the States comprising the late 
Republic of Central America ; and also all correspondence 


between our said chargé @affaires and the Governments | 


or representatives of either of said States; and also-all com- 
munications and instructions from, the -present Secretary of 
State to our late chargé @Waffaires or our present chargé 
@affaires to either of said. States; and of all dispatches or 
communications from our chargé d’affairés to the Depart- 
ment of State, including any.conventions or treaties he may 
have concluded with cither of said States; and also ali cor- 
respondence between the Department of State and either of 
said chargés d'affaires: touching the so-called kingdom of 
the Mosquitoes, and the right ef way from the -Atlantic 
through Lake Nicaragua. j 


On motion of Mr. PEARCE, 

Resdived, That the Secretary of State be directed to lay be- 
fore the Senate a copy of the correspondence of our present 
consul at Valparaiso. f 

VERMONT RESOLUTIONS ON SLAVERY. 

The VICE PRESIDENT announced the next 
business in order to be the question on printing 
the resolutions of the General Assembly of the 
State of Vermont on the subject of slavery, Mr. 
PueLrs being entitled to the floor. 

Mr. BENTON. lask that the subject may lie 
over until one o’clock, for the purpose of giving 
me an opportunity of introducing a bill. 

Mr. PHELPS. Ifthe Senator will permit me, 
I will suggest to him that we.pass informally over 
this subject until to-morrow. My reason for ma- 
king this suggestion is, that I discover from the 
papers of this morning, not having been able to be 
in my seat yesterday, that the Senate thought prop- 
er yesterday to take up for consideration a meas- 
ure of great public importance which I have urged 

` here, and it is witha view of disposing of that 
measure—the subject of discussion yesterday— 
- that E now propose to pass over this, subject to- 


day. 

Mr. BENTON. As the Senator pleases. I 
leave it wholly to himself. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there -is no ob- 
jection, the subject will be considered as having 
been informally passed over. À 

COMMITTEE ON FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 

Mr. SMITH. I wish to call the attention of 
the Senate to the fact that the Senate has adopted 
a resolution for the appointment ofa select com- 
mittee on the subject of French spoliations, in 
order that some order may now be taken for the 
appointment of that committee. 

if I mistake not, one o’clock on Thursday was 
assigned as the time for the appointment of the 
committee, but that period having passed, 1 hardly 
know what is the precise situation of the subject 
under the rules of the Senate. For the purpose of 
bringing it before the Senate, I will move that the 
Senate now proceed to the appointment of the 
committee. 

The motion was agreed to. š 

Mr. BADGER. I desire to be informed whether, 
aceording to the rule of the Senate, the chairman 
of the committee is to be appointed by a separate 
ballot first ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
on the subject: 

« In the appointment of the standing committees, the Sen- 
ate will proceed by ballot severally to appoint the chairman 
of cach committee, and then, by one ballot, the other mem- 
bers necessary to complete the same ; and a majority of the 
whole number of votes given shall be necessary to the choice 
of a chairman of a standing committee. All other commit- 
tees shall be appointed by ballot, and a plurality of votes 
shall make a choice. When any subject or matier shall 
have been referred t0 a committee, any other subjcet or 
marter of a-similar nature may, on motion, be referred to 
such committee.” F 

Under the rule, it will be seen that it merely 
provides that all the members of the committee are 
to be voted for at once, and that a plurality of votes 


will elect. 


J will read the rule | 


_Mr. DICKINSON. I desire toask.the Senator, 
(Mr. Suru] whether ‘he: proposes to have. the 
chairman of the committee desionated by ballot. 
` -Mr SMITH. I know nothing of what is the 
practice of the Senate in these matters. ~ : 

Mr. DICKINSON. I move, then, that the 
chairman be designated by ballot. ` > : 
- The motion was agreed to. 

The Senate proceeded to ballot accordingly, and 
Mr. Truman Smira was elected chairman, the 
vote being for Mr. Smitn 30; Mr. Dawson 15. 
The other votes were-scattering. 

For the other members of the committee the 
Senate next proceeded to ballot, and the following 
gentleman were elected by the votes set opposite 
to their names: 

For Mr. Mangum... .. ccc ce cea ce een ee 3L 

Mr. Bradbury... ..cceececeseceee ceed 
Mr. Hunter... cece cece wee ce eee 0 
Mè. Sturgeon... ccc sce c ee se eee ne 29 


TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENTS. 


Mr. FOOTE. I have a favor to ask of-the Sen- 
ate, and it is one which, I trust, will be granted. 
J am anxious that the resolution which I offered a 
few days ago, relative to territorial governments | 
for California, Deseret, and New Mexico, should | 
betaken up this morning, for the purpose of being | 
made the special order of the day for one o’clock 
on Friday next. The postponement of the reso- 
lution which has taken place from time to time, 
has been in order that matters deemed by some 
gentlemen to be more important should have pre- 
cedence. I may state in addition, what I believe | 
will have its effect with the courteous members of 
this body, that whilst J do not design debating the } 
question myself—I have never intended to do so, | 
my general views in relation to it being well 
known already—a distinguished friend of: mine, | 
the honorable Senator from Michigan, who has | 
never had an opportunity heretofore of declaring | 
his views upon the question involved in this reso- 
lution, is disposed to offer them at length when 
the question shall be presented for consideration 
on Friday next. I trust, under the circumstances, | 
that no obstacle will be thrown in the way, and 
that my motion will prevail. 

The motion was agreed to, and the resolution 
was taken up accordingly. Itis as follows: 

Resolved, That it is the duty of Congress, at this session, 


to establish suitable territorial governments for California, 
for Deseret, and for New Mexico. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 
the resolution asked for? 

Mr. FOOTE. I suppose the reading may be 
dispensed with. J now move that it be made the 
special order of the day for one o’clock on Friday 
next. 

Mr. BERRIEN. Will not Monday do as well? | 
It occurs to me that Monday would be more con- 
venient. è 

A Senaror. There is a special order for 
Monday. 

Mr. FOOTE. Tunderstand that thereis a special 
order for Monday next, otherwise I should have 
no objection to adopt the suggestion of the Senator 
from Georgia. I will suggest. to the Senator from 
Georgia, however, that my impression is, that there 
is-not much probability of there being an extended 
discussion upon the resolution, but we are all de- 
sirous, Lapprehend, of hearing my honorable frien 
from Michigan. $ 

Mr. BADGER. There is only one difficulty, E 
will suggest, in making the resolution the special ; 
order ror Friday. If made the special order for | 
that Gay, it will interfere with the established | 
usage of the Senate of adjourning over from Thurs- | 
day until Monday. 

Mr. FOOTE. 1 think it oughtto be made the 
order of the day for the day I have named, for the 
very reason stated by the Senator why it should | 
not. As we are in the habit of adjourning over, if | 
made the special order for Friday, and the Senate 


Is the reading of 


i 
i 


made, there is no danger that it will interfere with 
` any other business. i 
The VICE PRESIDENT was about to put the | 
question upon postponing the resolution and ma- 
king it the special order for Friday. 
Mr. CLAY. Monday is proposed. 
question be taken on the remotest day. 
The question was then taken on making the res- 


Let the | 


fiscal 
sit on that day, in consequence of such order being {| 


t 


olution the special order for Monday, and it was 
agreed to. ; 


EX PENSE.OF:COLLECTING:THE:REVENUE. 
Mr. PHELPS. ` L hepe now, sir, that-the Sen- 
-até will: proceed to‘the consideration of ‘the unfin- 
‘ished business of yesterday, viz: the joint resolu- 
tion for suspending for a limited time the limitation 
upon the expense-of coHecting the revenue. 
The motion was -agteed to;:and the resolutiorr 
was taken up. : #8 ` 
Mr. HUNTER, `I haveianamendment to offer 
to the-amendment of the Senator from New York, 
and I will remark that it was submitted to. the 
Committee on Finance,-and that it met: the appro- 
val of the members of that committee. ‘I offer it 
asa substitute for the amendment of thë Senator 
from New York, as follows: : 
“ That, instead of the sum appropriated for the expenses 
of collecting the revenue jn the actof March 84, 1849, a 
sum eqnal to.that expended in collecting the revenue of ‘the 
fiscal year ending June 30th, 1848, exclusive of the expenses 
for storage, cartage, drayage, and labor in that year, be and 
the same hereby is appropriated for the service of. the fiscal 
_year ending June 30th, 1850, together with such sums in-ad- 
dition as may be received for cartage, drayage, labor, and 


| storage.” 


Mr. DICKINSON. This amendment is-entirely 
acceptable to me. It preserves the principle of 
appropriation and still carries out-what my amend- 
ment intends. It is precisely.the.same thing in 
other language. [t means what I understood. and 
intended mine to.mean, but.my friends understood ` 
it otherwise and consider-this better, The:-one 
now proposed renders the meaning certain ‘and 
unmistakable, and I have no objection to it. The 
members of the Finance Committee, I ‘believe, 
agree to it also. 

The question upon the-amendment proposed by 
the gentleman from Virginia, which was accepted 
by Mr. Dickinson, was then put, and it was 
agreed to. 

The joint resolution, as amended, was then or- . 
dered to be engrossed for.a third reading. 

Several Senators. Letit be read a third time 


; now. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Iwill ask of the 


! Finance Committee some further explanation before 
i the question is taken upon the final passage of the 
| resolution, 
ithe permanent policy—in other words, whether 
| the sum expended in 1848 is to be considered the 


1 will ask whether this.is proposed as 


; fixed quantity to which, in all time to come, is to 
be added the variable quantity for storage, cartage, 
labor and drayage? 

Mr. DICKINSON. This is intended to be en- 
tively temporary in its character; and it .is to be 
hoped that the matter will be taken up at the ear- 
liest possible period, investigated carefully, and 
specific.appropriations made. , Inthat the Senator 
shall. have my active codperation. : 

Mr. DAVIS. As I stated yesterday, I-am dis- 
posed to-act with the Committee on Finance, and 
looking upon this as a temporary measure, and as- 
suming that we are to have another, as-soon as the 


| policy can be carried out, I will give my assent to 


it. ` x 
The resolution was then read à third time and 
passed. pee 

Mr. DICKINSON moved ‘to amend the title of 
the resolution so that it would read “ Joint resolu- 
tion to amend the act of 3d March, 1849.” 

Mr. PHELPS. I will-suggest to the honorable 
chairman of the Committee on Finance that the 
title he proposes is, in my view, inappropriate. 
The resolution does not amend the act of March, 
1849. It merely suspends the operation of this act 
for a given period. The resolution as it stands at 
more properly a resolution making an appropria» 
tion for specific purposes, and Iysuggest to-the - 
honorable Senator so to amend the title as to indi- 
cate its real character. : 

Mr. BADGER. I would suggest to:the: Senator 
from New York whether this will not-sufficiently , 
express it: “ A bill limiting the expense of col- 
lecting the revenue from customs for the present 
ear?” : 

Mr. DICKINSON consented to adopt the title 
proposed, and..the question being taken it was 
agreed to. 

COMPENSATION OF CHAPLAIN. 

Mr. DODGE, of Lowa, called up the following 

resolution, which he offered yesterday: 


Resolved, That the Sgeretary of the Senate be directed to 

ay to the Rev. Henry Slicer, for his services at this and 
the special session of Congress, the usual annual compen- 
sation paid to Chaplains, 


_ Mr DAWSON. Let us understand the reaohi- 
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tión.. What-amount is meant by the phrase “ usual 
annual compensation?” . Is it intended that he 
shall receive $500 for the extra session which was 
held after.the close of the last regular session, and 
$500 also for this? : 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. No, sir;, only $500 for 
the two. . Itis, I understand, the usual practice to 
allow $500 for a special session; and if you take 
the number of days of that extra session and add 
the time that has elapsed since the commencement 
of this, it will amount to very nearly as much asa 
short session of Congress. I trustthere will be no 
opposition to’ the adoption of the resolution. I 
will, however, modify the resolution by inserting 
the words ‘‘ not exceeding $500.’’ 

Mr. YULEE. I must object to the adoption of 
that resolution. Iam willing to give the gentle- 
man. an adequate and proportionate compensation, | 
but it seems to me that the compensation named is 
altogether beyond+what is proper; besides, it is 
establishing a precedent. I am opposed to the res- 
olution altogether, but I should be willing to make |! 
a proportionate allowance, and move the insertion |; 
of the words “* proportionate amount”’ of the usual || 
annual compensation, and to strike out the words | 
“not exceeding $500.” |) 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I hardly think the 
honorable Senator from Florida isin earnest. | 

Mr. YULEE, Yes, I am perfectly in earnest; 
as.much so as Í ever was in my life. 

Mr. DODGE. The objection comes very badly 
from the Senator from Florida, at this particular 
time. I trust he will withdraw the amendment. 
He cannot be in earnest. No one would think of 
giving Mr. Slicer less than $500. 

Mr.. YULEE. I wish to avoid the consumption 
oftime, but f will state that I feel averse to the 
resolution, because I do not think that these ser- 
vices should be sought for and made a source of 
profit. Ian sorry that the application was made 
at all. It has been customary for the chaplains of 
Congress to perform the duties until their succes- 
sors were appointed, without additional compen- 
sation. If we make this allowance, we shall have 
to make the same allowance every year. 

Mr. DODGE. Not at all. There can hardly 
occur an analagous case. 

Mr. YULEE. Iam willing to make a propor- 
tionate allowance, but not to grant the sum named 
in the resolution.. 1 will therefore move that it be 
laid upon the table. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. There has hardly ever 
been a special session of so long continuance as the 
last. The number of days in which Mr. Slicer has 
actually performed duty in this or the other House 
amounts to nearly the time of a short session of 
Congress. I ask for the yeas and nays on the 
motion of the Senator from Florida. 

Mr. BERRIEN. I hope the Senator from Fior- | 

ida will not press the motion to lay the resolution 
on the table. Let us meet it by a direct vote. 
_ Mr. YULEE. Very well, sir, I will withdraw 
it, i 
Mr. BERRIEN. The gentleman who has been 
performing the duties of chaplain has attended 
during the extra session of the Senate, and he has 
been here more than a month this session, in con- 
sequence of our delay in proceeding to an election. 
Does it become the Senate of the United States, 
now having terminated its connection with the 
gentleman, to dispute as to the amount of com- 
pensation, whether it shall be $500 or $250? I 
cannot agree with the Senator from Florida that 
these services should not be the subject of com- 
pensation. They have always been considered 
heretofore a just and proper subject for compensa- 
tion; besides, the gentlemen who are thus engaged 
have not at all times the means of accumulation 
that other persons have. I think the amount pro- 
posed is perfectly appropriate in relation to this 
case; and I hope the resolution will be permitted 
to pass. 

The VICE PRESIDENT stated the question 
to be on the amendment proposed by the gentle- | 
man from Florida to substitute the words “ pro- | 
portionate amount.’ 

Mr. YULEE. 
I do not object to a just compensation for the ser- | 
vices rendered by the chaplain of the Senate. That 
compensation has been fixed at $500 for. each ses- 
sion, I believe. This isan application which seeks | 
an extra profit, and one which I understand has 
no precedent, Other chaplains have always ren- 
dered services at extra sessions succeeding the 
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I wish it to be understood that lj 


inauguration of a new President, and I understand 


services. I object to it, and’ 1 regret that the ap- 
plication has been made; but I am willing, as it 
has been made, to consent to a proportionate allow- 
ance—an amount proportionate-to the usual an- 
nual allowance. That is my motion. 5 
Mr. BADGER. I hope! may be permitted to 
make am appeal to the Senator from Florida to 
withdraw the amendment. With my friend from 
| Georgia [Mr, Berrien] I think it hardly becomes 
us to be engaged in a dispute whether we shall 
give Mr. Slicer $250 or $500. That gentleman 
| has attended regularly during the extra session, 
and during six weeks of this, and there-is an evi- 
dent propriety in treating the reverend gentleman 


out question; and F should hope that it would be 
done without any serious ditference of opinion. 
The Senator from Florida wiil find the proportion- 
| ate rule difficult to be followed. Our chaplain re- 
ceives $500 per session, whether it be of three 
months or of eight or nine months’ duration, and 
it would therefore be impossible in practice to ap- 
ply the proportionate rule; and I should hope 
that, after all, the Senator will consent to with- 
draw his motion, to let us adopt the resolution 
submitted by the gentleman from Iowa, and mod- 


| ified as it now is. 


Mr. MANGUM. ‘I do hope, sir, that we shall 
not make so much ado about this very small mat- 
ter. Why, sir, the extra session of the Senate was 
a session in itself. I believe that almost every 
member of this body was paid for his attendance 
at that session as for a femulae session. Why not 
apply the same rule to our officers that we apply 
to ourselves? This gentleman has received a pretty 
hard measure of justice at our hands, and | hope 
he will be permitted to receive the customary al- 
lowance. I shall vote for this, as I shall for any 
claim of a similar kind. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. I wish to say, sir, that 
in point of time the attendance of Mr. Slicer lacks 
but about fifteen days of the regular duration of a 
short session. I wish also to call the attention of 
the Senate to the fact that their chaplains *have 
sometimes received extra compensation for their 
services. I withdraw the call for the yeas and 
nays. 

The question being taken on the amendment, it 
was rejected. 

The question recurring on the adoption of the 
resolution— 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I think we had 
better give Mr Slicer compensation for his services 
| at the Executive session as for one whole session, 
inasmuch as the compensation does not depend on 
the length of the session. 

Mr. MANGUM. Oh, it will amount to the 
same thing. 

The resolution was then adopted, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Seerctary of the Senate be directed to 
pay the Rev, Henry Slicer, for his services at this and the 


special session of Congress, the usnal annual compensa- 
tion paid to chaplains, not exceeding the sum of g500. 


REMOVALS FROM OFFICE. 
On motion of Mr. BRADBURY, the Senate 


proceeded to consider the following resolution, 
submitted by him on the 24th December last: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to eause to be 
laid before the Senate all charges which have been preferred 
or filed in any of the Departments against individuals who 
have been removed from office since the 4th day of March 
dast, with a specification of the cases, if any, in which the 
officers charged have had opportunity to be heard, anda 
statement of the number of removals made under eaah De- 
partment. ' 

Mr. BRADBURY modified his resolution by 
adding the following: ` 

* Tneluding subordinates in the custom-houses and other 
branches of the publie service.” 
_ Mr. MANGUM. As [I regard this resolution in 
| its principle as a total departure from the former 


| ment, a gross invasion of the constitutiofal author- 
| ity and rights of the Executive Chief Magistrate, I 
the table; and upon that motion I ask for the yeas 
and nays. 
Mr. BRADBURY. Mr. President 
Severat Senators. The. question is not de- 


| batable. 


The yeas and nays being taken, were as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Berrien, Clarke, 
Clemens, Cooper, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Daw- 


with liberality, and in doing it promptly and with-. 


that it is unprecedented to make a charge for such- 


practice of the Government, and as, in my judg- | 


move, sir, asa test vote, that the resolution lie upon | aan he j Naval AR, 
ij ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


son, Dayton, Greene, Mangum, Miller, Morton, Phelps, 
Seward, Smith, Spruance, Underwood, Upham, Wales, and 
Webster—23. nae 

NAYS—Messts. Atchison, Borland, Bradbury, Bright, 
Butler, Chase, Davis of Mississippi, Dickinson, Dodge of 
Towa, Dodge of Wisconsin, Douglas, Downs, Felch, Ham- 
Jin, Houston, Hunter, Jones, King, Mason,” Norris, Rusk, 
Sebastian, Shields, Soulé, Sturgeon, Turney, Walker, Whit- 
comb, and Yulee—29. 


So the resolution was not laid upon the table. 

Mr. BRADBURY then addressed the Senate at 
length in support of his resolution. His remarks 
will be published hereafter. 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of Executive business; and in a few minutes the 
doors were reopened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespar, January 16, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
EXPENSES OF COLLECTING THE REVENUE: 


A message was received from the Senate, by A. 
Dickens, Esq., Secretary, informing the House 
that the Senate had passed a joint resolution limit- 
ing the expenses of collecting the revenue from 
customs for the present fiscal year. 

Mr. BAYLY rose and said that he asked the 
unanimous consent of the House that this joint res- 
olution might be put upon its first and second- read- 
ing now, and be referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. It was important that the res- 
olution should be acted upon at once. 

(Cries of ‘‘Leave—leave.’’] 

No objection was made, reser ee 

The resolution was then read by i 
and second time, and, on motion of Mr. BAYLY, 
was referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. i 

Mr. BAYLY said he would also ask that, by 
unanimous consent, the estimates might also be 
referred, as their reference was necessary to enable 
the committee to act. y 3 

No objection having been made, the said: esti- 
mates were referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. i , 

Mr. DUNHAM rose and said: I*rise, Mr. 
Speaker, to make a personal explanation. I seé 
by the morning’s paper that I am reported.as hav- 
ing alone voted, on the final vole for Sergeant-at- 
arms, for Mr. Dow. The’election of Mr. Gloss- 
brenner was, as I am informed, produced by sev- 
eral gentlemen changing their votes. 1 had given 
my vote and stepped out of the Hall on some im- 
portant business, and did not return in time to 
change mine. Had I been present, 1t 1s but due 


| to myself to say, I should have done so, and have 


voted with my friends. es : 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD asked permission to in-, 
troduce a resolution to takeifrom the files the pe- 
tition and papers of John-O’Neal. . 

Objection was made, and the resolution was 
not introduced. 4 x 

Mr. CROWELL asked permission to introduce 
a resolution to take from the files the petition and 
papers of James Fletcher, with the view of laying 
them before the proper department. 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD objected, inasmuch as he 
was not permitted to introduce a similar resolution. 

Mr. T. L. HARRIS remarked that he found in 
a daily paper of this morning that his vote was 
not recorded upon the last vote for Sergeant-at- 
arms. He did vote, and for Mr. Glossbrenner, of 
Pennsylvania. 

On motion by Mr. PHELPS, leave was granted 
to withdraw from the files, for the purpose of refer- 
ring them to the appropriate committeés, the peti- 
tions and papers of Francis Yoast, John P. Rogers, 


(and William B. Edward. 


On motion by Mr. CHANDLER, leave was 
granted to withdraw from the files the petition and 
papers of Susan C. Randall; and the same were 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion by Mr. CHANDLER, leave was 
also granted to withdraw from the files the petition 
and papers of S. B. Elliott; and the same were re- 


THIRD. AUDITOR’S OFFICE. 

Mr. HARALSON rose, he said, to ask leave of 
the House to introduce a resolution which, he 
thought, would strike the House as important to 
be acted upon. If any objection should be made 
to the resolution, he would give it a direction 
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wiueh, he supposed, would obviate all objection 
o it. 


The SPEAKER stated the question to be on H 


unanimous. consent. : 

The resolution was then read.in the words fol- 
lowing: s 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Uniled States of America in Congress assembled, That the | 
Secretary of the Treasury be, and heis hereby, authorized to 
employ additional clerks, to be employed in the Third Au- 
ditor’s Office, at a rate of compensation not exceeding four 
dollars per. day, to be paid out ofany money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated; to assist in adjusting and settling 
accounts and claims against the Government arising out of 

the war with Mexico. 
_. Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, rose and ob- 
jected. ; f 
Mr. HARALSON said he would then make 
the resolution one of inquiry, and refer the subject 
to the Committee of Ways and Means; and if the 
House would barely indulge him 
The SPEAKER said the gentleman could only 
proceed by unanimous consent. i 
Mr. HARALSON said he trusted there would 
be no objection. i 
Objection was made. 
So the resolution was not received. 
Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, objected to every- 


thing not in the regular order of business. And | 
he called for the orders of the day. 
The SPEAKER. The business before the 


House is the execution of the order of the House 

concerning the election of officers; and according | 
to the grade of the officers, the first in the order of 

election will be'a Doorkeeper. Nominations for 

that office are now in order. 

Mr. BOWIE rose and stated, that his colleague 
{Mr. Hammonp] being unable to attend the House 
in consequence of indisposition in his family, he 
(Mr. B.) had agreed to pair off with him, and 
should not, therefore, vote on the election of offi- | 
cers. He had heretofore been himself indebted to 
his colleague for a similar courtesy. 

The following gentlemen, who were appointed 
tellers to count the votes, took their seats at the 
clerk’s table, viz: Messrs, NEWELL, ALBERTSON, 
Hampton, and VENABLE. 

The following nominations were then made: 

By Mr. Coss, of Alabama—A. R. Parker, of 
Illinois. i 

By Mr. ALseERTsoN—Christopher Cole, of In- 
diana. 

By Mr. Harris, of Iinois— William G. Flood 
of Illinois. ; 

By Mr. Canren—Charles Walcott, of Ohio. 

By Mr. Brown, of Mississippi—John Cham- 
plin, of New York. ; 

By Mr. Fircu—A. W, Enos, of Indiana. 

By Mr. Hampron—J. J. Randolph, of Virginia. 

By Mr. Mitter—Gideon M. Ayres, of Ohio. 

By Mr. Watno—J. W. Arnold, of New York. 

By Mr. Newetir—R. E. Horner, of New Jer- 
sey. . 
By Mr. Scuencx—Servitus Tufts, of Indiana. 

By Mr. Hannis, of Alabama— William Clare, of 
Alabama. 

The roll was then called the first time. The tel- 
lers reported that 208 votes had been given; neces- 
sary to a choice 105; of which 

Mr. R. E. Horner received.. e... seess ++ -66 

Mr, Gideon M. Ayres.. essesereee eee ee 33 

Mr. Servitus Tufts... se sceccsee eee eese eed 

Mr. William G. Flood.....eeeeeee eee ee eld 

Mr, J. J. Randolph. .cceseceeceeeeeee eed 

Mr. Christopher Cole... ss eeseeeseere ee eld 

Mr. Charles Wolcott. ....seeeee cee eeeeeedd 


Mr. A. W. Enos....cceceecceeceereees 8 
Mr. William Clare... essere oome eener 8 
Mr. J. W. Arnold... sce ce eee ere sees 3 
Mr. John Champlin. ......csesceerereeee 2 | 
Mr. A. R. Parker..... Taak Guess eek 
Mr. Charles Stewart. seess eseseenesrere L | 
Mr, Henry Robinson........0eeeereere l 
208 


The following is the vote in detail: 
For Mr. Horner—Messrs. Alexander, Ashmun, Bokee, 


Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Chester Buller, Thomas B. Butler, E. 
C. Cabell, Galvin, Casey, Chandler, Clark, Clingman, Cole, 
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Conger, Conrad, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, 
A. Evans, Fowler, Freediey, Gott, Grinnell, Halloway, Hay, 
Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, Houston, Kerr, Daniel P. King, 
George G. King, James G. King, H. Mann, Matteson, 
MeKissock, Meacham, Moore, Nelson, Newell, Osie, Otis, 
Outlaw, Phenix, Pitinan, Putnam, Reed, Risley, Rockwell, 
Rose, Sackett, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Silvester, Spald- 
ing, Sprague, “Stanly, A. H. Stephens, Tack, Underhill, 
White, and Winthrop. 

For Mr. Ayres—Messrs. Ashe, Bay, Bayly, Boyd, G. A. 
Caldwell, Howell Cobb, Ewing, Featherston, Fuller, Gerry, 
Gilmore, I. G.‘ Harris, Hibbard, R. W. Johnson, Jones, Lef- 
fler, Littlefield, McCiernand, McDowell, R. M. McLane, 
Miller, Peaslee, Phelps, Potter, Ross, Sawtelle, F. P. 
Stanton, R. H. Stanton, Jacob Thompson, William Thomp- 
son, Venable, Weliborn, and Whittlesey. ` 

For Mr. Cole—Messrs. Albertson, W. J. Brown, Dun- 
ham, Gorman, A. Johnson, Julian, McDonald, Me Willie, 
Orr, Robinson, Savage, James Thompson, Wilmot, and 
Haralson. 

For Mr. Randolph—Messrs. Alston, J. P, Caldwell, Gen- 
try, Hampton, Haymond, Howe, Marshall, Morehead, Mor- 
ton, Owen, Seddon, Shepperd, J. B. Thompson, Watkins, 
and Williams. 

For Mr. Tufts—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Baker, Ben- 
nett, Burrows, Campbell, Corwin, Crowell, Nathan Evans, 
Goodenow, Gould, Hunter, J. L. Johnson, McGaughey, F. 
E. McLean, Reynolds, Root, Rumsey, Schenck, Taylor, 
Thurman, Vinton, and Wilson. 

For Mr. Flood—Messrs. Averett, Beale, Bissell, Bocock, 
Burt, Daniel, Edmundson, Hall, T. L. Harris, Holliday, La 
Sere, Mason, Meade, Millson, Parker, Powell, Richardson, 
Walden, and Young. 

For Mr. Walcott—Messrs. Bingham, Buel, J. Cable, Car- 
ter, Disney, Green, P. King, Morris, Olds, Stetson, Thomas, 
Wood, Hamilton, and Sweetser. 

For Mr. Arnotd—Messrs. Booth, Cleveland, and Waldo. 

For Mr. Champlin—Messrs. A. G. Brown and Morse. 

For Mr. Enos—Messrs. Doty, Fitch, Hackett, Job Mana, 
McLanxhan, Robbins, Strong, and Harlan. 

For Mr. Clare—Messrs. McMullen, McQueen, Wallace, 
Inge, Hubbard, S. W. Harris, Colcock, and Bowdon. 

For Mr. Robinson—Mr. Peck. 

For Mr. Stewart—Mr. Woodward. 

For Mr. Parker-—Mr. W. R. W. Cobb. 


No choice. 
Mr. KAUFMAN withdrew the name of Mr. 


| Wright, of New Jersey, as a candidate; and 


Mr. WELLBORN said that he had been re- 
quested to put the name of Z. McKnew, of the 
District of Columbia, before the House as a can- 
didate, in the contingency of no election of either 


| of the gentlemen heretofore named. 


The roll was called the second time. 
lers reported that 206 votes had been given in; 
necessary to a choice 104; of which 

Mr. Horner received. ....ssesseeeec eee + G4 

Mr, Ayres. .seeeeee eee EEE] 

Mr. Tufts 

Mr. Flodi ...ccceeecsecsceccere sc cee elI 

Mr. Randolph ....-. ccc ceceeceeereceeell 

Mr. Cole... ssccsccscccccccccccccsceeeol& 

Mr. Wolcott. .....cccccscccscceeeeeeee eld 

Mr. Clare... ccsesscaccocccccrceececeees lO 

Mr. Wright. .....ccccsececsceseereceee T 

Mri Enos. .ccccccseccccsscssctceceeeses 3 

Mr. Parker. ...scecccscsvecs 


Mr. Stewart... .ccscsasccvesescesvoence I 
Mr. Robinson. ....-eeccceceeceeeesceres 1 
206 


The following is the vote in detail : 
For Mr. Horner—Messrs. Alexander, Bennett, Brooks, 


Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, E. C. Cabell, Joseph P. | 


Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, Clark, Clingman, Cole, 
Conger, Conrad, Deherry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, 
Alexander Evans, Fowler, Freediey, Gott, Grinnell, Hal- 
loway, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, Hous- 
ton, Kerr, Daniel P, King, George G. King, James G. King, 
Horace Maun, Matteson, McKissock, Meacham, Moore, 


Morehead, Morton, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Phoenix, | 


Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Scher- 
merhorn, Schooleraft, Silvester, Sprague, Stanly, Alexan- 
der H. Stephens, Taylor, Tuck, White, and Winthrop. 


For Mr. Cole—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, W. J. Brown, ; 


Dunham, Gerry, Gorman, Harlan, Haralson, Andrew Johu- 
son, Julian, McDonald, Mc Willie, Orr, Robinson, James 
‘Thompson, and Wilmot. 


For Mr. Randolph-—-Messrs. Alston, Ashmun, Breck, | 


Briggs, Gentry, Hampton, Howe, Marshall, F. F. McLean, 
Outlaw, Owen, Rose, Seddon, Shepperd, J. B. Thompson, 
Watkins, and Williams. 

For Mr. Tufts—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Baker, Bo- 
kee, Burrows, Campbell, Corwin, Crowell. Nathan Evans, 
Goodenow, Gould, Hunter, James L. Johnson, McGanghey, 


| Root, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Spalding, Thurman, Un- 


derhill, Vinton, and Wilson. 

For Mr. Flood—Messrs. Averett, Beale, Bissell, Bocock, 
Burt, Edmundson, Thomas L. Harris, Holliday, La Sere. 
Mason, Meade, Millson, Parker, Powell, Richardson, Sav- 
age, Walden, Waldo, and Young. A i $ 

For Mr. Ayres—Messrs. Bay, Bayly, Boyd, G. A: Cald- 


The tel- 


| hill, White, and Winthrop. 


i Sère, Mason, MeMullen, Meade; 


i! Schenck, Silvester, Spalding 


well, Howell Cobb, Ewing; Featherson, Gilmore, Green, 
Hali, Isham G. Harris, Hibbard, Robert W. Johnson, Jones 
Leffler, Litefield, MeClernand, R: M. McLane, Miller, 
Phelps, Potter, Ross, F. P, Stanton, R. H. Stanton, Jacob 
Tompson, William Thompson, Venable, Wellborn, and 
Whittlesey. $ E T 
For Mr. Wolcott—Messrs. Bingham, Booth, Buel, J. Cable, 
Carter, Cleveland, Disney, Hamilton, Preston King, Morris, 
Olds, Stetson, Sweetser, Wood, and Thomas. 
For Mr. Clare—Messrs. Bowdon, Coleock, Daniel, S. W. 


Wallace. 

For Mr. Parker—Mr. W. R. W. Cobb. 

For Mr. Enos—Messrs. Doty, Fitch, and Hackett. 

For Mr. Wright—Messrs. Fuller, Kaufman, Job Mann, 
McLanahan, Robbins, Sawtelle, and Strong. 

For Mr. Robinson—Mr. Peck. 

For Mr. Stewart—Mr. Woodward. 


No choice. 

The roll was then called’ the third time. The 
tellers reported that 207 votes had been cast; ne- 
cessary to a choice 104; of which 

Mr. Horner received. 6... 2 cece es ee eee dS 

Mr. Ayres. ees eeeeeees 

Mr. Tufts.. 

Mr. Randolph. 
Mr. Flood.. a.e 


Mr. Wolcott... csceesceerenccenee se tht 
'Mr. Clare. .csseceecscccucceecasesneeceed 


eal 


Mr. Enos...... 
Mr. Stewart. oo cece ceceeseesseveeteeseeh 


207 


eee eees 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Horner—Messrs. Brooks, Chester Butler, T. E» 
Butler, Calvin, CHandler, Clark, Clingman, Conger, Conrad» 
Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Alex. Evans, Freed- 
ley, Gott, Grinnell, Halloway, Hay, Hebard, Henry, Hitliard, 
Houston, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. 
King, H. Mann, Matteson, MeKissock, Meacham, Moore, 
Nelson, Newell, Otis, Outlaw, Phoenix, Pitman, Putnam, 
Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Schermerhorn, School- 
craft, Sprague, Stanly, T. Stevens, Taylor, Tuck, Under- 


| For Mr. Ayres—Messrs. Bay, Bayly, Boyd, Albert G. 
| Brown, G. A. Calwell, Howell Cobb, Swing, Featherston, 
| Gilmore, Green, Hackett, Hall, Haralson, Isham G. Harris, 
Hibbard, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Littlefield, McCler- 
i nand, Miller, Peaslee, Phelps, Ross, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Richard H. Stanton, ‘Thomas, Jacob Thompson, 
and Wellborn. 

For Mr. Flond—Messrs. Ashe, Averett, Beale, Bissell, 
Bocock, Burt, Edmundson, Thamas L. Harris; Holliday, La 
Millson, Morse; Parker, 
Powell, Richardson, Savage, Walden, Waldo, and Young. 

"For Mr. Woleott—Messrs. Bingham, Buel, Joseph Cable, 
Carter, Cleveland, Disney, Hamilton, Howard, Preston 
King, McDowell, Morris, Olds, Stetson, Sweetser, William, 
Thompson, Whittlesey, and Wood. 

For Mr. Cole—Messrs. Albertson, Booth, W. J. Brown, 
Doty, Dunham, Gerry, Gorman, Harlan, A. Johnson, Julian 
Leffler, McDonald, R. M. McLane, MeWilie, Orr, Robin- 
son, James Thompson, and Wilmot. f 

For Mr. Tufts—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Andrews, 


Fowler. Goodenow, Gould, Hunter, 
Ogie, Root, Rumsey, Sackett, 
‘Thurman, Vinton, and Wilson, 

For Mr. Randolph~Messrs. Alston, Ashmun, Baker, 
Breck, Briggs, 1. ©. Cabell, Casey, Gentry, Hampton, Hay- 
mond, Howe, Marshall, F. EB. McLean, Morehead, Morton, 
Owen, Rose, Seddon, Shepperd, A. H. Stephens, John B. 
Thompson, Watkins, and Williams, : 

For Mr. Clare—Messrs. Bowdon, Cotcock, Daniel, 8. W. 
Harris, Hubbard, McQueen, and Wallace, 

For Mr. Wright—Messrs. Fuller, Kaufman, Job Mann, 
Robhing, Sawtelle, and Strong. 

For Mr. Stewart—Mr. Woodward. 

For Mr. Parker—Mr. W. R. W. Cobb. 

For Mr. Enos—Mr. Fitch. 


Crowell, N. Evans, 
J. L; Johnson, McGaughey, 


No choice. 


Mr. MILLER rose an 
Mr. Ayres. : 
The roll was then called the fourth time. The 
tellers reported that 207 votes had been cast; neces- 
sary to a choice 104; of which - 


d withdrew the name of 


Mr. Horner received... ssiveseserererere 46 
Mr. Flood. scsscectececersecesecessen AQ 
Mr. Tufts. ..ccsesereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeece BA 
Mr. Colevcocecserceetttereecenessee 32 
Mr, Rańdolph.. sesser cee eeeee erer 24 
Mr. Wolcott. essees cece cereenceceeseee Ob 
My, Clare. cesses ccesre sere reennceeees 7 
Mr: Wright... sees cecceneearecernees 1 

207 


Bennett, Bokee, Burrows, Campbell, J. P. Caldwell, Carwin, 
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Harris, Hubbard, Inge, McMullen, McQueen, Morse, and » 


Venable, ~ 


- 162 F 


HE CONG RESSIONAL “GLOBE. — 


2 


Jan. 16, ` 


: f 

The following is the vote in detail: 

For Mr. Horner—Messrs. Briggs, Brooks, Chester Buter, 
'T, B. ‘Batler, Calvin, Casey, Clark, Conger, Conrad, De- 
“perry, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Fowler, Freedley, Goodenow, 
Gott, Grinnell, Halloway, Hay, Hebard, Henry, Houston, 
Kerr, D. P. King, &. G. King, J. G. King, Horace Mann, 
Matteson, Meacham, Morehead, Nelson, Newell, Phenix, } 
Putnam, Reed, ‘Ristey, ‘Rockwell, Schermerhorn, Sprague, . 
Stanly, AH. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, Taytor, Tuck, : 
‘Underhill, White, and Winthrop. i 
-< For Mr. Flood—Messrs. Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bayly, Beale, 
Bissell, Bocock, Booth, Boyd, Burt, G. A. Caldwell, Howell 
Cobb, Edmundson, Ewing; Gilmore, Green, i. G. Harris, T.: 
L. Harris, Hibbard, Holliday, Howard, Rohert W. Johnson, ` 
Jones, La Sere, Littlefield, Mason, McClernand, McMullen, 
Meade, Miller,. Millson,. Morse, Parker, Phelps, Powell, 
Richardson, Ross, Jacob Thompson, Venable, Walden, 
Waldo, and Young. : 

For Mr. Cole-—Messrs. Albertson, William J. Brown, 
Daniel, Doty, Dunham, Durkee, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gor- 
man, Hackett, Haralson, Harlan, Andrew Johnson, Julian, 
Leffler, Jot Mann, McDonald, McLanahan, R. M. McLane, 
MeWintie, Orr, Robbins, Robinson, Sawtelle, Frederick P, 
Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Strong, James Thompson, 

: Wellborn, Wilmot, and Woodward. 

For Mr. Tufts—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Andrews, 
Baker, Bennett, Burrows, Campbell, Clingman, Cole, Cor- 
win, Crowell, Dickey. N. Evans, Goodenow, Hunter, J. L. 
Johnson, George G. King, McGaughey, Finis E. McLean, 
Moore, Ogle, Otis, Pitman, Reynolds, Root, Rumsey, Sack- 
ett, Schenck, Schooleraft, Silvester, Spalding, Thurman, 
Vinton, and Wilson. 

For, Mr. Randolpli—Messrs. Alston, Ashmun, Bokee, 
Breck, B. C. Cabell, J. P. Caldwell, A. Evans, Gentry, Gould, 
Hampton, Haymond, Hilliard, Howe, Marshall, MeKissock, 
Morton, Outlaw, Owen, Rose, Seddon, Shepperd, John B. 
Thompson, Watkins, and Williams. 

For Mr. Wolcott—Messrs. Bingham, Buel, J. Cable, Car- 
ter, Cleveland, Disney, Hall, Hamilton, P. King, McDowell, 
Morris, Olds, Peaslec, Peck, Potter, Savage, Stetson, Sweet- 
ser, Thomas, Wiliam Thompson, and Whittlesey. 

For Mr, Clare~Messrs. Bowdon, W. R. W. Cobb, Feath- 
erston, S. W. Harris, Hubbard, McQueen, and Wallace. 

For Mr. Wright—Mr. Kaufman, 


No choice. 


Mr. WOODWARD rose to inquire of the Speak- 
er whether it would be in order to introduce a 
proposition choosing officers by resolution? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not, and 
has so ‘ruled yesterday and on two other occa- 
‘sions. 

Mr. BROOKS said that if the Speaker had not 
very carefully considered the question raised by 
the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Woop- 
warp,] he (Mr. B.) begged leave to suggest a re- 
consideration of the decision, 

The rule, as he (Mr. B.) understood it, pre- 
scribed that the vote should be taken viva voce. 
The only question which arase was, what was a 
viva voce vote? The ballot they all comprehended. 
The vote viva voce meant by the living voice; and 
if, on a resolution, a member voted aye or no, he 
desired any gentleman to explain why that was not 
ag much a wiva voce vote, as if he uttered the name 
of Horner in full, or Robert E. Horner, or Robert 
Horner, or expressed “himself in any other way. 
The object of a viva voce vote, as he understood, 
was that each member might put himsel? upon rec- 
ord; that each and every member might know, 
and that the country might know how each and 
all had voted. 

Mr. CARTER interposed, and (addressing the 
Speaker) inquired what was the question before 

he House? 

The SPEAKER said, there was no question 
ending before the House. The gentleman from 
New York (Mr. Brooxs] was, as the Speaker un- 
derstood, simply making a suggestion to the Chair. 
Debate was not in order. 

Mr. CARTER. And other members object to 
Mr. B.’s proceeding. 

The SPEAKER said the Clerk would call the 
roll. 

Mr. BROOKS said, that in order that he might 
conclade his remarks, he would take an appeal from 
the decision of the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The appeal is not debatable. 
The appeal itself is in order; and the House can 
determine whether it will adopt the mode proposed, 
or whether that mode is in conformity to the rules 
concerning the election of officers. 

The SPEAKER then stated the decision, and 
declared the question to be, ‘ Shall the decision of 
the Chair stand as the judgment of the House?” 

Mr. McCLERNAND was understood to suggest 
that the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. 
Woopwarp] had not offered any proposition, but 
had merely submitted an inquiry to the Chair. 

Mr. WOODWARD so stated. ` 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, said that for the 
purpose of testing the question, and with a view of 
taking an appeal from the decision of the Chair if 


| Watkins, White, Williams, Wilson, and Winthrop. 


it were adverse to his motion; and he believed that 
he now knew what the decision would ‘be, from 
‘the intimation thrown ‘out ‘by. the Chair upon ‘this: 
and upon former occasions, he would offer the fol- 
lowing resolution: i 

Resolved, That Robert E. Horner and John M. Johnson 
be, and they’are hereby appointed—the first-as Doorkeeper, 
and the last-named as Postmaster of this House, for the 3lst 
-Congress... : Š : 

The resolution having béen read for information, - 

The CHAIR ruled it out of order. 

Mr. EVANS said that, with entire respect to 
the Chair, for the purpose of testing the question 
he would take an appeal from ‘the decision, and 
would ask the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. DUER called for the reading of the rule in 
question. i 

And it was read, as follows: 

&ł4. In all cases of election by the House of its officers, 
the vote shall be taken viva voce.” 

Mr. EVANS. Į understand this to be the rule į 
under which the Speaker decides the resolution 
to be out of order. f 

The SPEAKER said there was another rule 
prescribing the mode of election by ballot. The 
fourteenth rule qualified the other only so as to | 
provide that the election should be held viva voce 
instead of by ballot. 

Mr. STANLY rose to inquire whether the 
House had not once since the adoptiorof the four-, 
teenth rule (which was ten years ago) elected its 
officers by resolution. If he was not mistaken, in 
the twenty-seventh Congress a resolution of that 
kind had been adopted. 

The SPEAKER said he was nota member of 
the body during the twenty-seventh Congress. In 
a subsequent Congress, however, (the twenty- 
eighth, he thought, and perhaps the twenty-ninth,) 
the officers of the House had been elected by reso- 
lution. The resolution had been introduced with- 
out objection or under a suspension of the rule. The 
Speaker, however, had no recollection of any elec- 
tion being made by resolution where objection had 
been made. 

The question, “Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the House?” was then 
taken, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 132, | 
nays 62. 

So the decision of the Chair was affirmed. 

[Cries of “ Call the roll. ”?] 

The SPEAKER requested the tellers to resume 
their seats. 

Mr. BUTLER of Pennsylvania, and Mr. 
NEWELL, moved that the House adjourn. 

But the House refused to adjourn, 

The roll was then again called the fifth time. 
The tellers reported that 209 votes had been cast; 
necessary to a choice 105; of which 


Mr. Tufts received... esse cess cece 98 
Mr: Flodi oiciceluats aeea naawa s OT 
Mr. Cole....... ee re saminee 46 
Mr. Wolcott. isanscsas ves æ. 9 
Mr Hornets. cerei Ergi Eseri EE 4 
Me Clarice teor edanan oa aha oh 2 
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The following is the vote in detail : 


For Mr. Tufts—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, 
Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Breck, Briggs, 
Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, B. C. 
Cabell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Clark, 
Clingman, Cole, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, 
Dixon, Duer, Duncan,, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, 
Fowler, Freedley, Gentry, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, 
Halloway, Hampton, Haymond, Henry, Hilliard, Houston, 
Howe, Hunter, James L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, 
George G. King, Horace Mann, Marsball, Matteson, Me- 
Gaughey, MeKissock, Finis E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, 
Morehead, Morton, Nelson, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Owen, 
Phoenix, Pitman, Patnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rock- 


MceWillie, Orr, Pedslee, Potter, Robbins, Robinson, Saw- 
telle, Frederick. P: Stanton, Richard H- Stanton, Stetson, / 
Strong, Thomas, James Thompson, William Thompson, 
-Wetiborn, Whittlesey, Wilmot, and Wood. -< 5 : 

For Mr. Wolcott—Messrs. J. Cable, Disney, Howard, 
‘Kaufman, McDowell, Morris, Olds, Peck, and Sweetser. 

For Mr. Horner—Messrs. Chandler, Conger,: Hay, James 
G. King, and Newell. k Da g 

For Mr. Clare--Messrs. MeQueen and Wallace. ° 


No choice. 


Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, mö 
the House adjourn. 

Mr. THOMPSON, -of Mississippi, ‘demanded 
the yeas and nays, but withdrew the demand ‘an@ 
substituted a entl ‘for tellers. 

Mr. CARTER renewed: the demang forthe: 
and nays. (They were refused.) ‘ 

‘And ‘the question ‘being taken, the House, by 
ayes 66,:noes not heard, refused to adjourn. 

Mr. JONES moved that ‘there be a call of the 
| House, and on that motion demanded the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. KAUFMAN moved that ‘the T 


now adjourn. ` 


Mr CLINGMAN submitted, as a 'guéstio 
order, that the motion to adjourn was nétin order, 
because no intervening action had taken place since 
a similar motion had been rejected ^ 

The SPEAKER said that the ordering of the 
yeas and nays, on the motion for a call sf .the 
House, was such an intervening action as would 
authorize the motion for adjournment to be again 
made. i 

And the question havin 
in the affirmative, ` 

The House adjourned. 


ved that- 


yeas 


ouse do7 


g been taken and.decided 


; 7i 
PETITIONS, &e. omaha 

The following petitions were -presented:and re~ 
ferred under the rule: ; 

By Mr. ROBBINS : The petition of Reeves, Buck & Co., 
| Elihn D. Farr, Bowlhy & Brenner, and twenty-six other 
| merchants and eitizens of Pennsylvania, praying an appro- 
priation for the erection of æ harbor on the ‘eastern side of 
Reedy Island, in the Delaware river. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

By Mr. RUMSEY : The petition of citizens of Essex'and 
enon counties, New York, for additional duty.on iron, 

č: ; a 

Also, two: petitions. from eitizeng of New ‘York; to abolish 
the office of chaplain, &e. | Poke st l 

By Mr. WALDEN: The petition of Daniel Bager, jr., 
of Schoharie county, New ‘York, an invalid ‘pensioner, for 
arrears òf pension. nc 

By-Mr. CONGER: The petition of Aaron Keeler, of New 
York, a soldier of the Revolution, asking to be enrolled ‘om 
the pension list. p 

By Mr. MILLSON : Fhe petition of William B. Bingley 
and wife, asking additional compensation for-ten‘acres of 
Jandin Gosport, Virginia, sold to the United States:as.a site 
for the dry dock, . 
| ByMr. BOWDON: The petition of William M. Mitchell, 

and sundry other citizens of Alabama, in. reference to the 
election of chaplains by Congress, &c. “Referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. ` ` 

By Mr. HUNTER: The resolutions of the Legislature of 
Ohio, relative to the reduction of the price of public lands 
| in the vicinity of the Wabash, Erie and Miami canal. ` Re- 

i ferred to the Committee on Publie Lands. ` 

By Mr. PHELPS: ‘The petition of William B. Edwards, ’ 

praying for an invalid pension. Referred to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 
e Alzo, the petition of Francis Yoast and John P; Rogers, 
Stating they made a mistake in entering certain tracts of 
land at the Springfield Land Office, Missouri, praying for 
relief. Referred to the Committee ow Public Lands. 

Also, the petition of Burton McGhee and others, citizens 
of MeDonatd county, Missonri, praying for: a post-route 
from Carrsville, via Henry Christian’s, Blair’s “Mill; and 
Rutledge, to Honey Creek; also, for a post route from Nea- 
shoe, Newton county, to Rutledge, McDonald county: Re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Offiee and Post Roads. 

Also, the petition of John Morris. for himselfiand other 
citizens of Newton county, Missouri, praying for:a post 
route from Enterprise, vix Perseverance, to Grand Falls, 
Referred to the Committee on the Post Office ‘and Post 
Roads. 

By Mr. MATTESON: The. petition of J. Sidney Hen- 
shaw, a mathematical professor in the Navy, discharged un- 


H 
l 
i 
| 


well, Root, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Schermer- 
horn, Schooleraft, Shepperd, Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, 
Stanly, Alexander H. Stephens, Thaddens Stevens, Taylor, 
Jobn B. Thompson, Thurman, Tuck, Underhill, Vinton, 


For Mr. Flood—Messrs. Averett, Bay, Bayly, Beale 
Bissell, Bowdon, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Burt. George A 
Caldwell, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Howell Cobb, Coleock, 
Daniel, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, Gilmore, Green, į 
Hackett, Hall, Isham G. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hib- | 
bard, Holliday, Babbard, Inge, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, 
La Sere, Lituefield, Mason, MeClernand, MeMulien, 
Meade, Miller, Millson, Morse, Parker, Phelps, Powell, 
Richardson, Ress, Savage, Seddon, Jacob Thompson, Wal- 
den, yano Wondward, and Young. 

For Mr. Colo—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Bingham, Bogth 
William J. Brown, Buel, Carter, Cleveland, Doty, Danham. i 
Durkee, Fitch, Fuler, Gerry, Gorman, Hamilton, Haraison, 
Harlan, S. W. Jarris, A. Johnson, Julian, Preston King, 
Leffler, Job Mann, McDonald, MefLanahan, RM. McLane, 


| 
i 
1| nental money paid him. 


i! 


der the act of Congress passed August 3d, 1848, reducing 
the number from twenty-one to twelve, for relief. 

Also, the petition of Sarah Bowler for relef, for loss 
sustained by her father, a revolutionary soldicr, on Conti- 


i 
l 


i 
Also, the petition of Joseph Beckwith and eighty-seven 
others, citizens of New York, against Congress employing 
i chaplains. 
Also, the petition of Michael Long, of Oneida coi 

New York, for a grant of land. 

_ Also, the petition of Henry J. Turner, heir, assignee, an 
representative of Henry W. Turner, deceased, for compen- 
sation for seizure and sale of the ship Vigilant by Richard 
S. Hacklev, acting vice consul of the United States in Spain. 

By Mr. REED: The petition of Joseph Wright for an in- 
valid pension. Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. 

By Mr. BOYD: The memorial of sundry citizens of Ken- 
tucky in favor of abolishing the office of chaplain in the 
army, navy, and Congress.of the United'States. ` 


unty, 


1850. 
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. IN SENATE. 
Weopwnespay, January 16, 1850. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 

a report of the Secretary of the Navy, made agree- 
ably to law, showing a list of the punishments in 
the Navy, so far as received since the last report 
to Congress upon that subject; which was-referted - 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
_ Also, a report from the Secretary of War, made 
in compliance with-a resolution of the Senate, ac- 
companied by a communication from the Colonel 
of the-Corps of Topographical Engineers, in rela- 
tion to repairs of the Cumberland dam. 5 

On motion. of Mr. BELL; ordered that it be 
printed with the accompanying map. 

The. VICE PRESIDENT also laid before the 
Senate. a report from the Commissioner of Patents, 
made agreeably to law, in relation to the Patent 
Office. 

On motion of Mr. TURNEY, ordered that it 
be printed. * f i 

Mr, T. also moved that the usual additional 
copies be printed; which was referred to the Com- 
mittce on Printing. f 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate areport from the Secretary of State, made in 
compliance with.a resolution of the Senate of the 
15th instant, communicating a copy of the corre- 
spondence with the Consul of the United States at 
Valparaiso; which was read. 

On motion that the report and accompanying 
papers be printed, the motion to print was referred 
to the Committee on Printing. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. BORLAND presented the memorial of cer- 
tain registers and receivers of land offices in the 
State of Arkansas, asking compensation, retro- 
spective and future, for the additional duties im- 
posed on them by the entry of military bounty 
Jand warrants; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. GREENE presented the memorial of J. P. 
K. Henshaw, for himself and co-heirs of Daniel 
Henshaw, late of Middlebury, Vermont, asking 
indemnity for French spoliations prior to 1800; 
which was referred to the select committee on that 
subject. i 

Mr. G. moved that all the memorials heretofore 
presented by him, relating to the same subject, be 
referred to the select committee; which motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented the petition of 
Benjamin: F. Brooks, for himself and the co-heirs 
of ‘Horace Hooker, late of Utica, New York, 
asking indemnity for French spoliations prior to 
1800; which was referred to the select committee. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD presented a petition of 
citizens of the State of Kentucky, asking that a 
certain mail route may be so changed as to pass by 
« Buena Vista Springs,” in Logan county, in that 
State; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, from officers and soldiers, including volun- 
teers, of the last war with Great’ Britain, asking 
the passage of a law granting a portion of the na- 
tion’s wide-spread domain to each officer, commis- 
sioned and non-commissioned, according to rank, 
and to each private soldier and volunteer, that has 
not received from Government any other than the 
pay and allowances authorized by law at the com- 
mencement of the war. i 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I hold in my hand, sir, 
the proceedings ofa public meeting held in the city 
of Louisville, and conducted by officers and sol- 
diers of the war of 1812. F hold in my hand, also, 
sir, the report of the committee appointed at a for- 
mer meeting, made to this subsequent meeting, held 
on the. 5th of January last. The report was unan- 
imously adopted by the meeting, and it is in the 
form of a memorial to Congress, the object of 
which is to ask the Government of. the United 
States to give the officers and soldiers of the war 
of 1812 land bounties. I hope, sir, that the papers 
may be received and referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Twill remark, sir, while I am up, that when 
gentlemen are presenting memorials on behalf of 
the exiles of Hungary, and proposing to give them 
land because they have been unfortunate in con- 
ducting the war in defence of free principles, I 
hope that this memorial on behalf of the officers 
and soldiers of the war of -1812, asking for land, 
may be favorably considered. , 


æ 


] 


The petition and accompanying papers were re- 
ferred to.the Committee on Publice Lands. 


‘Mr. BUTLER presented the memorial of the 
Chamber of Commerce of Charleston, South Car. 
olina, asking that metal buoys, of an. increased 
size,.be substituted in the place of those at present 
used on the Charleston. bar; thatthe outer buoy of 
the ship channel should be a bell buoy; that a 
buoy should be placed-on the Middle Ground 
Shoal, in the harbor.of Charleston; that a light- 
ship should be placed on the Rattle Snake Shoal, 
to the northeast of the bar; and that a tower of the 
third class should be erected in front of the light- 
house on Morris’s Island; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. : 

Also, the proceedings of a meeting:in the city of 
Charleston, in relation to indemnity for French 
spoliations; which was referred to the Select Com- 
mittee. i 

Also, the petition of Edith Forns, widow of Ed- 
mund Forns, asking full pension under the act of 
July, 1846; which was referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. ` 

Mr. BRIGHT presented documents relating to 
the claim of Nancy A.:Dewitte to the residue of a 
military bounty land warrant; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, resolutions of the Legislature of the State 
of Indiana, in relation to the procurement of a 
grant of land of 4,000 acres, in the Miami reserve, 
for the use of the Indiana University, in lieu of 
4,000 acres conferred by Congress in the Vin- 
cennes University act, of the two sections of land 
previously granted by Congress to the State of In- 
diana, for the use of the Indiana Seminary, in the | 
counties of Gibson and Morrow; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. : 

Mr. FELCH presented the petition of John 
Watson, asking the payment of a sum of money 
due bim under the treaty of 1837, between the 
United States and the Saginaw Indians; which 
was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. HUNTER presented the petition of Charles 
Lee Jones, asking compensation for services ren- 
dered and expenses incurred in raising, organiz- 
ing, and subsisting volunteers for the service of 

the United States in the late war with Mexico ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. H. moved that the memorial be printed ; 
which motion was referred to the Committee on | 
Printing. 

EMPLOYMENT OF CHAPLAINS. 


Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, I hold in my 
hand two memorials from citizens of the State of 
Virginia against the employment of chaplains by 
Congress, and in the army and navy of the United 
States. The petitioners are highly respectable per- į 
sons, and they have signed these remonstrances in | 
all sincerity, and have requested me to present them 
to the Senate for the action of this body. I there- 
fore move that these petitions be printed, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

They were accordingly referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary, and the question of printing 
was referred to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. TURNEY. [ desire that the petition which 
was presented by me some days ago in relation to 
the same subject be referred to the same commit- 
tee. 

Mr. SEWARD. Whatis the petition, sir? | 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Itis a petition 
remonstrating against the employment of chap- | 
lains by Congress, and in the army and navy of || 

the United States. 

Mr. BUTLER. Other petitions of a similar 
character have been presented, and they were, I |; 
believe, laid upon the table. I think the same | 
course that was pursued in reference to those peti- | 
tions should be taken in regard to this. 

Mr. BERRIEN. I move that it be laid upon 
the table. 

Mr. TURNEY. Petitions of the. same charac- 
ter have been presented and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, and Ido not perceive how 
we can properly refuse to refer this to the same 
committee. We cannot consistently refer a peti- |i 
tion in one case, and refuse to do so in another. 

Mr. BUTLER. As it seems to be supposed to 
be the duty of the chairman of each committee to 
guard its own jurisdiction, as well as in some 
measure to claim what is due to it, 1 have sdid, as 


| file in relation to the said claim, were 
if 


objection that they should go before the Judiciary 
Committee in the first instance. However, as othér 
petitions have been laid upon the table, although 
one has been ‘referred, the attention of the ‘Chait 
not having. been directed to it, I move a reconsid- 
eration. of the vote by which’ it was referred, “in ~ 
order to let that petition take the same direction as 
the others. 9 T oe ae 

_ The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘That motion is not 
in order, as there is another motion pending. It is 
moved to refer the petition to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, and a motion has béen made.to lay 
that motion on the table. C ; n 

Mr. HUNTER. I would ask the Senator from 
Georgia to withdraw that motion fora moment, 
to enable me to set myself right. 

Mr. BERRIEN. Certainly. 

Mr. HUNTER. I presented two petitions, sir, 
which were sent to me by certain citizens of Vir- 
ginia, and stated, what I knew to be the fact, that 
they are from highly respectable persons in that’ 
State, mostly members of the Baptist Church, who 
sincerely believe that the whole matter is wrong. 
They requested me by letter to ask that their peti- 
tion should be printed and so referred. Now, I have 
no more sympathy with this movement than the 
Senator from Georgia has. I think my constitu- 
ents are wrong’ in relation to this matter; but ['sub- 
mit to the Senate whether it will not be better, in 
order to quiet agitation in regard to it, if gentlemen 
are afraid of anything of the sort, that the petition 
should be referred, tg save trouble hereafet. ` 

The petition was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. SEES 

Mr. ATCHISON presented a petition very nu- 
merously signed by citizens of the State of Missouri, 


| remonstrating against the employment of chaplains 


in the public service; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. i he 
Mr. RUSK presented the memorial of William 
Wood, in behalf of himself and a volunteer com- 
pany of Texas riflemen, raised for the service of 


! the United States in the late war with Mexico, ask- 


ing to be allowed extra pay and bounty land; which 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, the memorial of Harriet F. Fisher, asking 
| compensation for a machine invented by her late 
| husband, and used by the Government’ for char- 
i ging percussion caps; which, with the papers on 
| referred to 
the Committee on Military Afairs. : 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. Mr. President, 
I present to the Senate the memorial of a large 
number of persons, who describe themselves ‘as. 
boot and shoe ‘makers, living in the ‘county of 
Worcester, in the Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts. They represent, sir, that a gentleman of the 
name of Thomas Blanchard has now a petition 
here, for I do not recollect precisely what, though 
I believe, sir, it relates to the protection ` of’ his 
right as patentee. The petition was presented a 
few daysago. These petitioners state that Blanch- 
lard has enjoyed the privilege of his monopoly 
for thirty years, under two renewals by Congress; 
that-previous to the last renewal, the article. pat- 
ented, which is, as I understand, a machine used, 
among other things, for the manufacture of shoe- 
makers’ lasts, which could be obtained at a rea- 
sonable price from those-who manufactured them 
with this machine, which turned a variety of ir- 
regular forms. They also state, that upon the re- 
newal of the patent the last time by Congress, the 
rights of purchasers of this machine in Massa~ 
chusetts were not protected, and Blanchard has in 
consequence made such arrangements, exacting of 
course pay for the running of any machine, the 
‘right to use which had been previously purchased, 
for its renewal, as were designed and intended 
greatly to increase the price of this article! in” the 
market, and that he has accomplished that object, 

They say that he has driven a portion o mo 
persons into the British provinces to set npt Leir 
machines, which they can do there, without being 
subject to the patent, and he is now seeking to 
obtain from Congress a law which shall impose 
a duty upon the machines thus manufactured 
abroad. The petitioners remonstrate against this. 
T betieve that Blanchard's petition was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. I will move that 
thig remonstrance go there also. 
í $ was so referred. 

Mr DAYTON. I beg leave to present a me- 
morial from certain individuals living in the city of 


regards these petitions, that I have no particular 


“Newark, New Jersey, representing that the per- 
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sons referred to by the Senator from Massachu- 
setts are engaged in violating the rights of the pat- 
ventees of Mr. Blanchard’s machine, by using bis 
patented machine, and asking that they may be 
protected by law in the enjoyment of their legal 
right: The prayer of this petition is the very re- 
verse of that presented by the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts.. I move its reference to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. s 

The petition was so referred. 

Mr. PEARCE presented a memorial of mer- 
chants, ship-owners, ‘insurers, and other citizens | 
of the United States, asking the enactment of a 
law defining the duties of shippers, and limiting 
the liabilities of owners of freighting ships in cer- 
tain cases. 

“The memorial was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. FOOTE. presented the petition of the rep- 
eresentative of Elizabeth Yerby, asking’ indemnity 
for French spoliations prior to 1800; which was 
referred to the Select Committee. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presented the 
memorial of Robert P. P. Fowler, a clerk in the 
office of the chief engineer of the army, asking an 
increase of compensation; which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. SEWARD presented the petition of the 
heirs of Henry Perrine, asking an extension of 
time for occupying a township of land granted for 
the cultivation of tropical fruits; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 


SLAVERY IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. į 


Mr. SEWARD. Ihave received the petition 
of 225 citizens of the State of New York; and, 
out of deferencé to the sentiments expressed by 
several Senators here, it is proper that I should 
distinctly state its character and objects. Itisa 
petition praying for the abolition of slavery in the 
District of Columbia; and I move, sir, withouta 
knowledge of what is the customary disposition of 
subjects of this kind in the Senate, but in obedience 
to my own view of the right to present petitions 
of this description, that the reading of the petition 
be dispensed with, and that it be referred to the 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

’ Mr. BERRIEN. I move, sir, that the question 
of rie reception of this petition be laid upon the 
tahle, 

The VICE PRESIDENT stated the question. 

Mr. KING. I stated the other day, and I 
thought sufficiently clear for every Senator and the 
Presiding Officer to understand, that petitions of 
this kind are objected to, and that their reception 
will be objected to, and will never be tolerated by 
aportion of this Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator will 
pardon me. The question now is upon laying the 
pal of the reception of the petition upon the 
table. 

Mr. KING. Acting upon this principle, the 
question ought to have been put by the Presiding 
Officer, “ Shall the petition be reccived ?? Itison 
that point of order that I now rise. If the Presiding 
Officer will refer to the rule he will find that itis ex- 
pressly declared that every paper shall receive the 
sanction of the body previous to its reception. If 
it is in the knowledge of the Presiding Officer ob- 
jectionable, it is “his duty to put the question, 
“ Shall it be received??? And then a motion may 
be made to lay the question of reception on the 
table. ` 

I state this that we may not get into the difficul- 
ty that we once did by discussing this question. 
When the Presiding Officer puts the question, 
‘Shall the paper be received?” then it is in the 
power of any Senator to make a motion to lay it on 
the table; and it is laid on the table without de- 
bate, if the majority of the Senate so decides; 
and thus we get clear of the discussion of this 
agitating question, which is constantly raised by 
miserable fanaticism. I say this in order to show 
that it is not necessary for the gentleman from 
Georgia to make a motion against the reception of 
the petition. 

Mr. BERRIEN. Ihave made no motion against 
its reception. I have taken it for granted, though |: 
the Chair did not formally propound the question, 
that the question of reception is now beforethe || 
Senate; and I move to lay that question upon the į; 
table, according to the uniform practice. 

Mr. SEWARD. I ask for the yeas and nays 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senate will 
pardon me. I am only anxious that the usual 
course should be taken. ‘The Chair announced 
that a motion had been made that the petition be 
received and referred. The Chair was not aware 
that the Chair hed any power to present any ques- 
tion other than the one. which was moved. 

Mr. KING. As amatter of course, “ Shall the 
paper be received?’ is the question. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. The question now 
is tolay ‘the motion of reception on the table. 

The yeas and nays having been ordered, were 
then taken, and resulted thus: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Benton, Berrien, 
Borland, Bright, Butler, Calhoun, Cass, Clemens, Davis of 
Mississippi, Dawson, Dayton, Dickinson, Dodge of Iowa, 
Douglas, Downs, Foote, Houston, Hunter, Jones, King, 
Mason, Miller, Morton, Pearce, Rusk, Sebastian, Soule, 
Sturgeon, and ‘Turney—32. 

NAYS—Messrs. Baldwin, Chase, Clarke, Cooper, Cor- 
win, Davis .of Massachusetts, Dodge of Wisconsin, Felch, | 
Greene, Hamlin, Norris, Phelps, Seward, Shields, Smith 
Spruance, Upham, Wates, and Walker—19. 

So the motion to receive the petition was laid on 
the table. 


Mr. BENTON presented the petition of the 
heirs of John Baptiste Vallé, asking confirmation 
of their title to a tract of land; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. j 

Also, a memorial of merchants and other cit- 
izens of Pennsylvania, asking the construction of 
ice harbors in the Delaware river; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN. | 
On motion by Mr. PEARCE, the memorial of | 
Benedict J. Heard, on the files of the Senate, was 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 
On motion by Mr. BORLAND, 


Ordered, That the petition of the citizens of Maine, rel- 
ative to abolishing the employment of chaplains, be referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


On motion by Mr. BERRIEN, 


Ordered, That the memorial of James McIntosh, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. i 


On motion by Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, 


Ordered, That the memorial of Isaac W. Griffith, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred on the Committee on Pen- 
sions, 


On motion by Mr. STURGEON, 
Ordered, That Frances C. Elliot, widow of Jesse D. Elliot, 
have leave to withdraw her petition and papers. 


A PRIVATE CLAIM. 


Mr. MASON. I ask leave, sir, to withdraw 
from the files of the Senate the petition and papers 
of Roddy, Carter, and Jennings, and refer them 
to the Committee of Claims. I wish to say, in 
| relation to these papers, that they were before the 
Committee on the Judiciary during the late Con- 
gress, at the time when I was chairman of that 
committee. 1 made an examination into their 
claim as far as it was practicable for any gentle- 
man engaged in the duties of this body, with | 
whatever industry he might apply himself to the ; 
work, to do. The papers were of such a volu- 


s 


cated accounts that it was utterly impracticable for 
any gentleman, unless he abandoned his duty here 
altogether, even to understand their contents, far 
more to form a judgment upon them. Jt was for 
military rations furnished during the war of 1812, | 
‘and involving the sum of six millions of dollars. 
I thought it my duty, therefore, to recommend to 
the committee that they should ask the Senate to | 
refer these accounts to special auditors. The com- 
mittee concurred in the recommendation, and the 


the accounts to the First, Third, and Sixth Aad- 
jtors, with instructions to examine and report | 
their opinion to the Senate. This resolution was 
passed in August, 1848, and a report was made at 
the close of the last session. Mr. Hagner, the 
Third Auditor, from indisposition, was unable to 
act. The accounts were examined by the First 
and Sixth Auditors, who are now no longer in 
office, and they have made it as clear to me as it 
can be made, that they were sedulously and con- 
stantly engrossed in that duty at night for the pe- 
riod of six months, and that a great amount of 
labor was performed, as is shown by the report. 

I think it, therefore, incumbent on me to submit 
to the Senate that these gentlemen should be com- | 
pensated for their services. The report which 
they made is embraced in some seventy odd pages, | 


on the subject. 


I think, of closely written manuscript. And any " 


minous character and involved with such compli- |! 


Senate, at the instance of the committee, referred |! 


| these contractors. 


gentleman who will take the trouble to look at it 
will find that they have not only bestowed upon 
the work great labor, but they have performed 
their duty well. As the report stands, the debt 
due, in the judgment of these two gentlemen, ‘ia 
presented in a most clear and lucid manner, and it 
will now be for the Committee of Claims to deter- 
mine whether anything, and if so, what, is due to 


The claim which has been presented by th 
contractors amounts, I think, to some two hundred 
thousand dollars; but, as it stands, in the judgment 
of the Auditors, the amount will be about forty 
thousand dollars; and if certain principles which 
may be adopted by the committee should prevail, I 
presume that nothing will be found to be due. L 
have asked that.these papers may be withdrawn 


from the files of the Senate and referred to the 


Committee of Claims. i 
The motion was agreed to, and it was ordered 
that the memorials and papers on filein the Senate 


j relating to the claim of Roddy, Carter, and Jen- 
li nings, be referred to the Committee of Claims. 


Mr. MASON. I now ask leave to submit a res- 
olution for the payment of these gentlemen. 
The resolution was read as follows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary pay out of the contingent 
fund of the Senate to William Collins, late First Auditor, 
and Peter G. Washington, Jate Sixth Auditor, the sum of 
seven hundred and fifty dollars each, for services rendered 
in examining and stating the accounts in the case of Jen- 
nings, Roddy, and Carter, in accordance with a resolution of 
the Senate offthe llth August, 1848, reported by them to the 
Senate on the 12th February, 1849. Vv 

‘And thathe also pay to William D. Bagnall the sum of 
one hundred dollars, to —— Pritchard the sum of forty dol- 
lars, and to Moses M. Myers the sum of twenty dollars, for 
services rendered by them in examining and stating ac- 
counts from the banks at Norfolk, Richmond, and Peters- 
burg, respectively, pertaining to said claim, and at the re~ 
quest of said Auditors. 


Mr. MASON. 
Mr. BENTON. 


? 

Mr. MASON. Certainly. f 
Mr. BENTON. Then it is subject to the rule 

which governs all bills or resolutions for the pay- 


ment of money. . ; 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair would 
call the attention of the Senator who introduces 
this resolution to the 26th rule. j 

The rule is as follows: 

« kevery bill shall receive three readings previous toits be- 
ing passed; and the President shall give notice at each 
whether it be the first, seeond, or third; which readings 
shall be on three different days, uniess the Senate nnani- 
mously direct otherwise. And all resolutions proposing 
amendments to the Constitution, or to which the approba- 
tion and signature of the President may be requisite, or 
Which may grant money out of the contingent or any other 
fund, shall be treated, in all respects, in the introduction 
and form of proceedings on them, in the Senate, in a simi- 
lar manner with bills; and all other resolutions shall lie on 
the table one day for consideration, and also reports of com- 
mittees.?? 


The resolution was therefore laid over-under the 
rule. 


RIGHTS OF CONSCIENCE AT WEST POINT. 
On motion by Mr. DICKINSON, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire whether the 127th paragraph of the regu- 
lations of the Military Academy at West Potnt, or any in- 
terpretations thereof by the Superintendent of said Acad- 


I ask for its consideration now. 
Is it for the payment of mon- 
e 


: emy, or the War Department, interferes with the rigbts 


guarantied by the Constitution to citizens of the United 
States concerning the free exercise of religious belief, 


On the motion of Mr. HAMLIN, 


Resolved, That the Secretary of State be requested to com- 
municate to the Senate such information or particulars as 


| may have come to his knowledge, respecting the detention, 
| imprisonment, and barbarous treatment, by the Japanese 


Imperial and Provincial authorities, of American seamen 
who have the misfortune to be shipwrecked on the coast 
of Japan and its dependencies, which are now frequented by 
alarge American whaling fleet in the peaceful pursuit of their 
lawful enterprise. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be also requested to 


| communicate to the Senate such recent and reliable inform- 


ation, in the possession of the Department of State, as 
relates to the Independent Oriental nations and their capa- 
bilities for a profitable American commerce; and that he 
report on the expediency of the appointment of a special 
diplomatic agent or commissioner of the United States, to 
be vested with authority to open amicable relations and 
make commercial treaties with the sovereigns of. those 


- nations. 


Resolved, That the Secretary of State be further requested 
to report to the Senate whether the treaty between the United 
States and his Majesty the Kingof Siam, of the 20th March, 
1833, has not been violated by the King, in the monopoly by 
his Majesty of the trade in several of the staple products of 
that country; and which may require the intervention of our 
Government in order to place our commercial intercourse 
with that Kingdom, abounding in all the elements of a profit- 
able commerce, upon a proper footing, and stipulate for the 
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residence of a United States Consul at Bankok for the pro- 
tection of American citizens and their lawful commerce in 
Siam. d : 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. JONES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred. thé petition and papers in- 
the case of Isaac Watts Griffith, reported a bill to 
increase the pension of Isaac Watts.Griffith, ac- 
cem pariied by a report; which was ordered to: be 

rinted. . ; 
i Also, from the same committee, a bill to author- 
ize the payment of invalid pensions in certain cases, 
accompanied by a report; which was ordered to be 
‘printed. 

Also, from the same committee, to.which was 
referred the memorial of the heirs of Judith Wor- 
then, reported a bill for their relief, accompanied 
by a report; which were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DAYTON, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which was referred the petition of 
Thomas Copperth waite & Co., reported a bill pro- 
viding for the purchase and distribution of the de- 
cisions of the Supreme Court of the United States 
among the several States and Territories; which 
was read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. GREENE, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to which was referred the memorial 
of General Roger Jones, reported a bill for his re- 
lief, accompanied by a report; which was ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred the memorial of Hor- 
ace Southmayde & Son, asked to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the same, and 
that it be referred to the Committee on Pensions; 
which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to which was referred the motion to print the 
memorial of William A. Seely, asking the inter- 
vention of the United States to enable him to ob- 
tain from the Government a.claim for recovering 
the crown jewels of Holland, reporte against 
printing the same; which motion was agreed to. 


NOTICES OF BILLS TO BE INTRODUCED. 


Mr. BRIGHT gave notice that he would intro- 
duce a bill to establish ports of entry and delivery 
at Madison and New Albany, Indiana, and for other 
purposes. 

Mr. YULEE, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to bring in a bill to reduce the min- 
imum price of the yellow pine lands or pine bar- 
rens; which was read a first and second time by 
n iuas and referred to the Committee on the Public 

ands. 


TEXAS REDUCTION LIMITS BILL. 


Mr. BENTON made his promised motion for 
leave to bring in a bill for the reduction of the lim- 
its of the State of Texas, and prefaced his motion 
with an exposition of the principles of his bill, and 
of his reasons for bringing it in. He said: 

The bill makes a proposal to Texas for the re- 
duction of her limits. She is too large, either for 
her own convenience or for the proper equality 
and well-being of the other States. She covers 
sixteen degrees of latitude, and fourteen of longi- 
tude. She extends from 26 to 42 degrees of north 
Jatitude, and from 96 to 110 west longitude; that 
is to say, from four degrees south of New Orleans 
to near four degrees north of St. Louis, and from 
the longitude of western Missouri to the summit 
of the Rocky Mountains. Her southeast corner 
is in the mouth of the Rio Grande—region of per- 
petual flowers; her northwest corner is near the 
South Pass in the Rocky Mountains—region of 
eternal snow. She has a gulf frontier of near a 
thousand miles—a river frontier on the Rio Grande 
(part disputed) of two thousand miles—an indis- 

uted river frontier of a thousand miles on the 
Arkansas, about five hundred more on the Red 
river, nearly another five hundred on the Sabine 
frontier, and an inland frontier of three hundred 
miles more between the Red river and the Arkan- 
sas. She has acircumference of above five thousand 
miles, and a superficial content of three hundred 
and fifty thousand square miles. Such a State is 
too large, either for her own welfare or that of the 
other States. She is large enough to make seven 
States of the first class, and ought, for her own 
welfare as well as that of the other States, to be 
reduced to a reasonable size. The proper time for 
the reduction was the time of her admission into 
the Union, and I proposed, it at that time—pro- 
posed the reduction and the settlement of all ques- 


tions with cher, before she was admitted.®* ‘Fhat. 
proposition was overruled; she was admitted as a 
State, with all her questions of extent, boundary, 
public lands, debts, and. Indians, unsettled; and 
never to be settled afterwards except upon her own 
terms. What was proper then is indispensable now: 
what might have been easily done then becomes 
dificult now. All the evils then foretold are com- 
ing to. pass, and becoming worse from-delay; so 
that the work of reduction of limits-and settlement 
of these questions.can no longer be deferred with- 
out great public misfortune. E : 
The. bill proposes to reduce her, at once, with 
her consent, into a State of about 150,000 square 
miles; and, eventually, into two States of about 
75,000 square miles each. The reduction is pro- 
posed on the principle of leaving all the present 
population and all the organized counties. un- 
touched, and ceding the unseated and wild lands 
to the United States. The western boundary line, 
retired to the parallel of 102 degrees of west lon- 
gitude, and the northern boundary line retired to 
the Red river, would have this effect; and would 
leave the State in a compact form, with very com- 
modious and proper boundaries, and very suitable 
for future division into two States. She would re- 
tain all her gulf coast, one half of the Rio Grande, 
about a thousand miles on the Red river, and the 
Sabine frontier as it is. A parallel of latitude, 
through open prairies, east of the Rio Puerco, 
instead of the claimed Rio Grande, would become 
her western boundary. The Red river, now the 


boundary of partof the State on the north, would 


become the whole northern boundary. The Ar- 
kansas would beabandoned in its whole extent, and 
the southwest corner of the State brought down 
from the head of the Arkansas to near the head of 
the Red river—from the frozen region of 42 to the 
genial clime of 34. i 

This reduction would leave the State compact 
and homogeneous, with natural boundaries, and 
perfectly adapted to the division which is pro- 
vided for. She would still be too large for one 
State, and this is the proper time for dividing her; 
and the bill contains the provision for that purpose. 
A north and south line is taken for the dividing 
line, which will give about equal extent and equal 
advantages to each State. The parallel of 98 de- 
grees of west longitude divides the Red river front 
equally between them, giving four degrees to each. 
The same parallelefollowed south to its intersec- 
tion with the Rio Colorado, and_thence following 
that river to its mouth in the gulf, divides both the 
gulf coast and the territory about equally again. 
This is the proposed division line—the second 
State to become separate and independent, and 
entitled to immediate admission into the Union as 
a matter of right, on attaining a population of 
100,000 souls. 

Allexterior to these limits is proposed to be 
ceded to the United States. The cession is esti- 


* The following is the copy of a bill introduced into the 
Senate by Mr. BENTON, M the llth December, 1844, viz: 
A BILL to providefor the annaxanonon Texas tothe United 

tates. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Uongress assembled, That 
the President of the United States be, and he hereby is, au- 
thorized and advised to open negotiations with Mexico and 
‘Texas for the adjustment of boundaries, and the annexation 
of the latter to the United States, on the following bases, to 


it: 

L The boundary of the annexed territory to bein the des- 
ert prairie west of the Nuecés, and along the highlands and 
mountain heights which divide the waters of the Mississippi 
from the waters of the Rio del Norte, and to latitude forty- 
two degrees north. y 

I. The people of Texas, by a legislative act, or by any 
authentic act which shows the will of the majority, to ex- 
press their assent to said annexation. 

fl. A State, to be called “the State of Texas,” with 
boundaries fixed by herself, and an extent not excceding that 
of the largest’ State of the Union, be admitted into the 
Unron, by virtue of this act, on an equal footing with the 
original States. 

TV. The remainder of the annexed territory to be held 
and disposed of by the United States as one of their Terri- 
tories, and to be called ‘the Southwest Territory.” 

V. The existence of slavery to be forever prohibited in 
the northern and northwestern part of said Territory, west 
of the hundredth degree of longitude west from Greenwich, 
so as to divide, as equally as may be, the whole of the an- 
nexed country between slaveholding and non-slaveholding 
States. 

‘VI. The assent of Mexico to be obtained by treaty to 
such annexation and boundary, or to be dispensed with 
when the Congress of the United States may deem such as- 
sent to be unnecessary. 

VII. Other details of the annexation to be adjusted by 


treaty, so far as the same may come within the scope of the 
treaty-making power. i l 


mated to.amount:to two-hundred thousand square . 
miles, and stretches from the Rio Grande to the 
Arkansas, and to the head of the Arkansas, and 
ig‘supposed to contain: most of thë public lands 
which Texas possesses. It is a large extent óf 
country, and is desirable to the United States, and 
almost indispensable to her, from its great extent, 
its geographical position, and its actual condition 
as a shelter for savages. It covers the whole, 
country which lies at the head. of our rivers in 
front of the New Mexican mountains, and from 
the Rio Grande to the Arkansas. It: stretches 
from 28 to 42 degrees of north latitude, and covers 
the whole country in front of New Mexico and 
California. It is now the State of Texas, and in- 
terposes that State between the settled parts of the 
United States and the whole front of New Mexieo 
and California. The United States owes great 
duties to these two new acquisitions—duties 
which it cannot fulfill without possessing the abso- 
lute right of way to them, the primary disposition 
of the soil, and the management of the Indians. 
The duty of protection cannot be extended to them 
without a right to make roads and plant settlers. 
We want a road from the frontier of Missouri to 


-Santa Fé and California: we cannot make them 


without an absolute right of way, and the power 
to make settlements upon them. New Mexico is 
suffering from Indian epredation—suffering more: 
now under the American Government than un! 
der any period of the Mexican Governments: 
even in its most helpless and distracted con- 
dition. People are killed, captives carried off, 
and stock driven away, in sight of the town 
of Santa Fé—in sight of the American flag flying 
over the town. The roads from Missouri and 
Arkansas to the capital of New Mexico are about 
as dangerous now as in time of actual war. In 
fact, so far as New Mexico and the roads to her 
are concerned, there is no peace, Thetreaty with 
Mexico has brought no peace there. The war 
still rages, and worse than ever—all round New 
Mexico, all through her, and upon all the roads 
leading to her. New Mexico needs settlers—a 
home population—to defend her. Settlers. are 
the natural and cheap defence of new countries: 
but settlers, to defend a country, must have a stake 
in it--an interest in the soil, They must have 
land—must have donations and preémptions; and 
the primary disposition of the soil is necessary to 
that. A regiment of a thousand men, raised and 
officered in the country, with grants of land in ad- 
dition to pay; would give the protection to New 
Mexico, and her roads, which are due to them; 
and give it in the way to be both cheapest and most 
effectual. But, todothat, the right of. jurisdiction 
and the primary disposition of the soilis indispen- 
sable to the United States. We cannot rotect 
New Mexico—we cannot go to her, or to alifor- 
nia, upon any direct line, or upon an Jine within 
the United States south of 42°, without going 
through the State of Texas, subject to the impedi- 
ments which State rights may interpose, and with- 
out the rights over the soil which the protection of 
the roads require. : 3 
The right of jurisdiction and the primary dispo- 
sition of the-soil is indispensable to us in all that 
part of Texas which intervenes between New 
Mexico and California—which lies in front of the 
mountains at the heads of the Red river and Ar- 
kansas—which stretches from the Rio Grande to 
the edge of the South Pass in latitude 420. Itisa 
tract of 200,000 square miles, and cannot be ob- 
tained without a price. Texas is in no condition 
to make such a gratuity to the United States. She 
owes money, and wishes to pay it. She needs im- 
provements, and desires to make them. She 3s 
young, and requires a system of schools; and needs 
a school fund. And for all these objects her prin- 
cipal reliance is on these 200,000 square. miles of 
territory, containing her vacant Jands, and sò in- 
dispensable to us. The bill offers her fifteen mil- 
lions of dollars—a sum not arbitrarily assumed, 
but adopted from the offer made, and for a less ex- 
tent, in 1844. The treaty of annexation, negotl- 
ated but. not ratified in that year, gave her ten 
millions of dollars: five millions more, some say 
ten, wereroffered to Mexico. Adopting that offer 
to Texas and Mexico, the same sum of fifteen mil- 
lions is now proposed to Texas, and with better 
reason, for we get more country, and that which - 
has become indispensable to.us from the acquisi- 


tion. of New Mexico and California. It is buta 
small sum, considering the objects to be attained. 
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Even if it took the money out of the treasury, the 
- attainment of these objects, now amounting to pos- 
itive daties, would justify the sacrificé; butit will 
take no money from the treasury. The land ceded, 
after all deductions for the sterile and the appropri- 
ated, would still contain enough, arable anid vacant, 
to raise the amount. But land is not all that Texas: 
cedes. She is required to relinquish all her claims’ 
upon the United Statéa; and these are neither few 
nor small. She is to relinquish all claims for prop- 
erty surrendered to the United States—ships, forts, 
arsenal’, munitions of war, custom-houses, cus- 


tom-house revenue, public. squares, and ‘public: 


edifices. She.is. to relinquish all claims for her 
debts, the means of paying whith were in her cus- 
tom-houses, already surrendered, and in the vacant 
lands now proposed to be ceded.. She is further to 
relinquish all other claims, embracing a serious 


item for the deprédations of Indians collocated on | 


her borders by the United States, before the annex- 
ation, and bound to be restrained from mischief 
by the existing treaty with Mexico, and to which 
Texas became party. . : 
These are the great reasons of national policy, 
and of national duty, which make this reduction 
of limits and cession of territory indispensable to 
us. They are sufficient in themselves; but there 
is another reason, of a different kind, and of new 
and pressing urgency, on which we cannot shut 
our eyes, nor avoid the involyment which it threat- 
ens, if allowed to goon. Texas and New Mexico 


are about coming into collision: the United States | 


are, and must be, a party to that collision, It is 
their duty to stop it before it becomes more serious, 
and to stop it amicably and paternally by extin- 
guishing the claim of Texas to the territory in dis- 
pute. This bill, if agreed to by Texas and the 
Onitéd States, will have that effect. It will give 
Texas a defined western boundary four degrees 
east of Santa Fé, and will remove all cause of 
collision. 

These are some of the reasons which make this 
reduction of limits and cession of territory desira- 
ble, and in fact indispensable, to the United States. 
There are reasons why it should also be desirable 
to Texas. It would give her the means of getting 
_ rid of a debt which discourages emigration, ab- 
sorbs her resources, paralyzes improvements, and 

o0stpones the establishment of a school system. 

t would release her from the management of wild 
lands, always an inconvenient subject of State le- 
gislation. It will give her at once her ultimate and 
proper form and limits, and enable her to give to 
all her public establishments and highways their 
proper localities and directions. It will free her 
from all questions of dispute or controversy at 
home or abroad, and enable her to direct all her 
energies to the prosperity of the State, with the 
means to promote it. . 

Jt would relieve her from the anomaly of free- 
soil—pregnant cause of future mischief—which is 
within her limits; and it would give to that quarter 
of the Union additional weight in this body by the 
addition of the two Senators to which the second 
State would soon be entitled. 

These are my reasons for offering to bring in 
this bill. I owe it to myself to say, that I have 
not taken this step without the knowledge of the 
Senators from Texas. I owe it to them to say that 


they have expressed no opinion upon the merits | 


of my plan. I have proceeded upon my own view 
of what was best both for Texas and for the 
tee States; and now ask leave to bring in the 
ill. 
Mr. Benton then submitted his bill, which was 
read a first time, as follows: 


A BILL proposing to the State of Texas the reduction of | 


her boundaries, the cession of her exterior territory, and 
the relinguishment of all ber claims upon the United 
States, for a consideration to be paid her by the United 
States. 


That the following propositions shall be, and the 
same are’ hereby offered to the State of Texas, 
which, when agreed to by the said State, in an 
act passed by her General Assembly, shall be bind- 
ing and obligatory upon the United States and 
„upon the said State of Texas. 

First. The State of Texas will reduce her 
boundary on the west to the one hundred and 


second degree of west longitude, from the meridian | 
of Greenwich; and on the north to the Main or | 


tt 


Salt Fork of the Red river, between the parallels 
of one hundred and one hundred and two degrees 
of west longitude. _ . 

Second. When the population of said State 
shall equal or exceed one hundred thousand souls 
west of the line formed’ by the ninety-eighth de- 
gree of west longitadeé, and by the river Colorado, 
‘from its mouth to its intersection by said parallel, 
then the State of Texas will. farther reduce’ her 
western boundary to that line; and: the part of 
Texas lying west of that line, as reduced by the 
first article of this agreement, shall be and remain 
a separate State, entitled to immediate admission 

into the Federal Union, on an equal footing with 
the original States. 

Third. The State of Texas cedes to the United: 
States all. her territory exterior to the limits to 
which she reduces herself by the first article of this 
agreement. ; 

Fourth. The State of Texas relinquishes all 
claim upon the United States for liability of the 
debts of Texas, and for compensation or indem- 
nity for the surrender to the United States of her 
ships, ports, arsenals, custom-houses, custom- 

| house revenue, arms and munitions of war, and 
public buildings, with their sites, which became 
the property of the United Siates at the time of 
the annexation. : 

Fifth. The United States, in consideration of 
said reduction of boundaries, cession of territory, 
and relinquishment of claims, will pay to the State 
of Texas the sum of fifteen millions of dollars in 
a stock bearing five per cent. interest, and redeem- 
able at the end of fourteen years, the interest pay- | 
able half yearly at the Treasury of the United 
States. 

Sixth. Immediately after the President of the 
United States shall have been furnished with an 
authentic copy of the act of the General Assembly 
of Texas, accepting these propositions, he shall | 
cause the stock to be issued in favor of the State 
of Texas, as provided for in the fifth article of this 
agreement. 


The bill was then read a second time by its title. 

Mr. BENTON. I suppose it should now be 
referred to some committee. 

Mr. FOOTE. Refer it to the Committee on the | 
Judiciary. ; 

Mr. BUTLER. I should suppose that it would 
be more properly referred to the Committee on 
Territories. 

Severan Senators. No; the Judiciary. 

The bill was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary accordingly. . 

CALIFORNIA, DESERET, NEW MEXICO, AND 
JACINTO. 

Mr. FOOTE, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill to provide for the 
organization of the territorial governments of Cali- 
fornia, Deseret, and New Mexico, and to enable 
the people of Jacinto, with the consent òf the State 
of Texas, to form a constitution and State govern- 
ment, and for the admission of such State into the 
Union upon an equal footing with the original 
States, in all respects whatsoever. 

In asking leave to introduce the bill, Mr. F 
said: 

Mr. President: In accordance with a notice 
given by me some weeks ago, I rise for the pur- 
pose of obtaining the assent of the Senate to the 
introduction of the bill which 1 now hold in my 
hand; which is entided “A bill to provide for the 
organization of a territorial government in Califor- 
nia, Deseret, and New Mexico, and to enable the | 
people of Jacinto (with the assent of the State of 

exas) to provide a constitution and State govern- 
ment, and for the admission of such State into the 
Union upon an equal footing with the original 
States, in all respects whatsoever.” I beg leave 
to detain the Senate for a few minutes, whilst, in 
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r ; || accordance with Parliamentary usage, and the ex- 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent- į 


atives of the United States, in Congress assembled, ; 


ii who wishes to do so without exposing himself to 


cellent example just supplied to us by the honor- 
able Senator from Missouri, [Mr. Benron,] I 
explain the objects of this bill; of whom and his 
| example I may say, that it is sometimes quite 
| convenient for one who is disposed to assail, but 


the avenging justice of the lex talionis, rhetori- 
cally to exhibit himself, as he has done this 
morning, in a speech merely introductive to a bill, 
which is, regularly, not subject to be responded to 
at all; instead of coming upon the arena of debate 
lin a more formal manner, and generously allow- | 


| ing those who differ from him in sentiment the 


opportunity of replying to views which, going 
unanswered, might be productive of a delusion 
not easy to be removed by a response made in the 
customary routine of debate. 

So far as the reduction of the present territorial 
boundaries of Texas is concerned, I believe that 
there is no difference of opinion in thisbody. It 
is certainly most true, as this moment-urged in owr 
hearing, that Texas, allowing to her all the terri- 
tory claimed by her act of 1836, (adopted whilst 
she remained an independent republic,) would be 
too large-for a single State of this Confederacy; and 
I will add that her title to all the territory claimed 
for her by the act of 1836, entitled “An act for 
defining the boundaries of the republic of Texas,” 
is one which no ingenuity can undermine and no 
sophistry elude. Indeed, I suppose that the true 
limits of Texas will newer again be disputed in the 
Congress of the United States; since the honorable 
Senator from Missouri, who, when the resolutions 
of Texan annexation were under consideration in 
this Chamber, was, if I recollect aright, the only 
Senator who presumed to call in question her now 
acknowledged boundaries, has become a convert 
io the teachings of others on this subject—to the 
teachings of those, sir, who, when they first adven- 
tured upon the task of instruction, were treated 
with naught but scornful incredulity and a sort of 
Fadladcen contempt. Sir, the fact that Texas is 
too large for a single State is by no means a new 
discovery. Such was the opinion of those who 
framed the resolutions of annexation, as no one 
will doubt who will examine them; for upon such 
examination it will appear that they expressly 
contemplate a: future division of Texas into four 
States or less, with the consent of ‘Texas herself. 
The terms of the resolution of annexation, so far 
as this point is concerned, are as follows: 

‘New States, of convenient size, not exceeding four in 
number, in-addition to said State of Texas, and having suf- 
ficient population, may hereafter, by the consent of said 
State, be formed out of the territory thereof, which shal! be 
entitled to admission under the provisions of the Federal 
Constitution.” i 

Yes, sir; the ultimate formation of new States 
within the limits of Texas, as these limits were 
recognized to exist at the period of annexation, 
was distinctly contemplated, and most formally 
provided for; and that these limits were understood 
at the time as embracing all the territory now 
claimed by Texas, is quite evident from the fact 
that it was in addition provided by the resolutions 
of annexation themselves that ‘“‘such States: as 
might be formed out of that portion of said terri- 
tory lying south of thirty-six degrees thirty min- 
utes north latitude, commonly known as the Mis- 
souri compromise line, should be admitted into 
the Union with or without slavery, as the people of 
each State asking admission might desire,” whilst 


| it was provided that ‘in such State or States as 


should be formed out of the territory north of said 
Missouri compromise line, slavery or involuntary 
servitude (except for crimes) should be prohibit- 
ed.” Now, as this same Missouri compromise 
line is some two degrees or more north of what 
has been generally marked upon our maps as the 
northern boundary line of Texas, and runs 
through the heart of what is now called by some 
New Mexico, and which was once universally 
recognized as such, it follows as an inevitable con- 
clusion, that the American Congress which adopt- 
ed the resolutions of annexation designed nothing 
less than the recognition of the precise northern 
and western boundaries of Texas as described in 
her act of 1836, already referred to. It is, there- 
fore, not at all surprising that the territorial surface 
of Texas as then marked out was on all sides re- 
garded as too large to be permanently embraced 
within the confines of a single State, and might 
well bear future division and subdivision. 

I repeat, therefore, Mr. President, that it is no 
new discovery which has been announced so pomp- 
ously in our hearing this morning, that Texas, 
with the boundaries that of right appertain to her, 
is too large for a single State; nor is the honorable 
Senator from Missouri entitled to the credit of 
having originated a scheme for the reduction of her 
limits. No one will doubt this who is aware that 
the bill, fer the reception of which I now ask, and 
which has been printed by order of the Senate, 
and which has been lying upon the tables of hon- 
orable Senators for at least ten days past, actually 
provides for the establishment of a new State with- 
in the limits of Texas, with the consent of the 
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State of Texas first lad and obtained, :to:be. called 
the State of Jacinto; which State is to-be-so laid: off 
as to embrace all of what is. now Texas lying to 
the east of the river Brasos: - ‘This bill has not only: 
been printed, and: been lying on the’ tables of hon- 

orable Senators: for. the period. mentioned, but I 
deemed it expedient, in: various modes. during:-the: 
first week of Congress, to apprise. the whole Amer- , 
ican public that such a: measure would: be-brought 

forward. This I did, in order that no surprise 

might be produced: in: any. quarter,-and. that the 

minds of'our twenty. millions of country men might 

be seasonably informed: of what-was intended to 

be done, or at least of what was desired tobe done, 

by some of: us on this important subject. 

Knowing, sir, that a question was pending in 
regard. to slavery in territories, of a most exciting 
and alarming character; knowing that this ques- 
tion’ had: been mischievously raised in regard to all 
our territory recently acquired from Mexico; feel- 
ing that nothing could be more importaut than the 
narrowing, by- all legitimate and. proper means, of 
the territorial area which was: to constitute. the 
scene of contention, or at any rate of preventing 
the undue amplification of this area, I certainly. 
did not perceive the wisdom of excluding from the 
iimits.of Texas, in the manner proposed: by the bill 
of the honorable Senator from. Missouyi[Mr. Ben- 
Ton] just introduced, all the territory which he now 
asks that the United States shail purchase from the 
State of Texas; every foot of which, so soon as 
purchased, (unless some precautionary guards, ap- 
parently not deemed necessary or proper by. the 
honorable Senator from Missouri,) would be claim- 
ed infallibly. as subject to the Wilmot proviso. I 

knew, to be sure, sir, that in the Legislature of the 
State of New York, resolutions had been the other 
day introduced, limiting Texas to the precise 
boundaries asserted to be her true boundaries by 
the honorable Senator from Missouri, atthe period 
when the Texas annexation resolutions were un- 
der discussion in this Chambery 1 was aware, also, 
certainly, that these New York resolutions had 
been introduced for the purpose of perpetrating a 
most hideous. fraud upon the South, by. applying 
the principle of the Wilmot proviso to all the ter- 
ritory asserted to belong to New Mexico. I was 
likewise cognizant of the peculiar relations which 
have for some time past subsisted between the 
barnburning and abolition gentry of the Empire 
State and the Senator from Missouri. Yes, sir, 
all these things I knew, and I hope duly apprecia- 
ted; but never did it enter my head to conceive 
that there was in existence a human being—a 
member of this illustrious body, too—representing 
among us one of the slave States of: the Confed- 
eracy--who would dare to take it upon himself to 
bring forward a bill like that which has made its 
ghastly apparition among us this morning, and 
which, if it should become a law, without amend- 
ment, will completely unsettle the question of 
slavery in all the vast domain which it proposes to 
purchase from the State of Texas. [say unsettle 
the question of slavery in all the territory referred 
to; and [say so upon grounds which cannot be 
disputed ; for no one can deny that the annexation 
resolutions already cited did most effectually and 
permanently settle this question in all that was- 
then recognized as the State of Texas. Yes, sir, 
the Missouri compromise principle was expressly 
applied to the territory annexed, and thus was all 
contention upon the most exciting and perilous 
question ever agitated in the republic completely 
precluded. The bill now brought forward, as will 
be perceived by those who will examine it, NULLI- 
rres this Missouri compromise principle in all the 
territory proposed to be purchased; and every acre 
of it is placed in the same plight and condition pre- 
cisely as California and our other recently acquired 
possessions. Now, this will be held to be nota 
litle surprising by those who are aware that the 
introducer of this very bill at- this moment stands 
instructed by the Missouri Legislature to vote for 
the application of the Missouri compromise prin- 
ciple to all the territory within which the adversa- 
ries of our southern institutions are striving to es- 
tablish the dominion of abolition. 

But the honorable Senator has been still more 
daring upon this occasion, and has ventured to as- 
sert, in the plainest and strongest language, that 
by the Texas annexation resolutions the free-soit 
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in error'in‘his life, sir. Ido not doubt that some 
sach.absurd:and unfounded idea may have gained: 
entrance-inte his cranium, when. the annexation: 
measure: was under consideration; and in this way 
we may perhaps account for.the honorable Sena- 
tor’s:having himself voted for that. measure, after 
having exerted. himself to the utmost-to defeat it; 
and yet I repeat, that: he never has committed a 
more: egregious blander in his-life than in this in- 
stance. Why, sir, Texas. was admitted as one 
State; she was admitted as a 3lave State, as she yet 
is, and as I doubt not she will permanently re- 
main. . By the terms of. annexation, no new State 
can be formed within her limits, save with herown 
consent. There is not much free soil, I opine, in 
this arrangement. But the case is still stronger; 
slavery is not excluded except from such State or 
States “as may be formed out of her territory 
north of the Missouri compromise line.” 

Now,as itis by no means certain that there ever 
will be anew State formed, with the consent of- 
Texas, out of that portion of her territory just al- 
uded to—as it is notcertain that a new State will 
ever thus spring up in Texas, the whole of whose 
territorial domain will be located north of the line 
of 36° 30—!. am by no means able to discern 
how. it is that what the honorable Senator is 
pleased to cali the free-soil principle was at all let 
in by the resolutions of annexation. On the con- 
trary, I contend that this principle is most effecta- 
ally and forever precluded from all the territory 
embraced within the limits of Texas by these very 
resolutions, and that there is a moral certainty that 
all the soil of Texas, now. open to the settlement 
of southern men and their slave property, will for- 
ever remain thus open. 1 will only mention two 
reasons out of many which might be urged in sup- 
port of this view of the subject; but they will be [| 
held to be sufficient by all unprejudiced minds. 
And, first, I ask honorable gentlemen to look at 
the surface of Texas, indented as it is with various 
noble rivers,‘all of them, except one, (the Red 
river,) running from the mountainous region of the 
north to the Guif of Mexico in the south, nearly 
in a straight line. Glance for a moment at the 
Sabine, the Trinity, the Brasos, the Colorado, the 
San Antonio,and the Rio Bravo del Norte. Would 
any but a madman ever think of dividing Texas 
into new States without adopting some of these 
noble rivers as boundaries? I shall-not expatiate |! 
upon this point; it would be superfluous to do so. 
I shall content myself witha statement of the fact, 
of which I profess to have personal knowledge, 
that all in Texas who have ever suggested the 
propriety of a division of her territorial area into 
two or more States have uniformly. urged that her 
great rivers should constitute the line of separation 
between State and State. Thus all the new States 
to be formed would, like the present Texas, be 
bounded on the south by the Gulf of Mexico, and 
some of. them might be perchance intersected by 
the line of 36° 30’; not one of them certainly would 
be found lying entirely above that line. 

But let it be recollected that no such new State 
or States can ever be formed without the consent of 
Texas; and then let any man answer me the ques- 
tion, whether it is possible that the noble State 
here represented by the two distinguished gentle- 
men now in my eye [Messrs. Rusk and Houston] 
—a State so eminently southern in her origin, her 
heroic achievements, her well-known political prin- 
ciples, and her local interests—can ever become so 
far recreant to her own high character—her glori- 
ous deeds in the war of her revolution; how she 
can become so unmindful of her true honor—her 
safety now and in future—so blind to the accursed 
designs of the factionists who have already plotted 
her undoing, and the ultimate destruction of the 
whole South—as to be willingly used by unprinci- 
pled men, whether resident in the North or in the | 
South—whether demagogues, fanatics, or traitors 
—for the purpose of multiplying the number of our 
adversaries in the national councils, by permitting 
additional free States to be formed within her limits, 
whose representatives here and in the other wing 
of the Capitol would be shortly found in close al- 
liance with those base and unprincipled men who 
have so long kept up a wicked excitement in the 
two houses of Congress, and who will never be 
content until the fairest portion of this noble repub- 
lic shall be subjecttd to ravage, to desolation, and 


principle, as it is called, was introduced into all 
that portion of Texas situated north of the line of 
36° 30'. The honorable Senator was-never more 


to rain—and until the most. high-spirited and gal- 


-more: dishonoring than have- ever yet polluted:the:: 
pages of history? © 5 2° ~ EESE ee 
` Does any one-presume to think: that Texas -will” 
ever consent to any division of her territory: which: : 
may, in the least degree, tend to’ bring-upon’ the 
South such scenes as’ these? If there be one that: 
has so egregiously misjudged the people of Texas, : 
let me assure him ‘that he knows ‘nothing of that * 
gallant yeomanry who encountered Santa: Anna: 
and his myrmidons, and achieved their liberty andi” 
independence in battles as: glorious as any which: 
marked the immortal revolutionary struggle. of 
our own valiant forefathers. Sir, I feel that T mayi 
speak confidently on this subject; for I know the’ 
people of Texas well; I have. sojourned among: 
them, and enjoyed their cordial and elegant hospi- 
talities; I’ have visited the fields of renown where 
undying fame was acquired, and where the sacred 
principles of civil and religious liberty were estab-- 
lished by the pouring forth of the precious blood of: 
patriots and of heroes. I know the people of Texas 
well;and humble as I certainly amand all unworthy 
of such distinguished honor, I was ten years ago ine» 
vited by many of her most illustrious citizens (one 
of whom is now a member of this body) to draw up 
the history of her war of independence. I complied 
with the call so kindly made; and wrote two consid- 
erable volumes upon “Texas and the Texans;’’ the 
preparation of which for the press, if no other. ad= 
vantage to myself or others. shall result, enables: 
me to bear testimony this day, in the American, 
Senate, in behalf of the people of Texas, and to` 
vindicate them-against all suspicion of delinquency 
upon this great and vital question. No, sir; nos 
Texas will never consent that a single acre of her 
sacred soil, earned by the heroism of her sons, re- 
linquished to her by the memorable‘treaty wrung 
from the Mexican dictator amid the glories of that 
hour which have made the name of Jacinto aname 
terrible to tyrants and one of encouragement to the 
strugglers for freedom throughout the world—of" 
that soil, her title to which has been tacitly recog- 
nized by the act of annexation itself, vindicated in 
all the battles which marked the progress of our 
late memorable war with Mexico, and solemnly 
confirmed by the treaty of Guadalupe Fidalgo; 
never will Texas consent, or think for a moment 
of consenting, that a single acre of this, her valued 
territory, shall be given up to her own worst 
enemies, or to be used to enlarge the arena of 
gladiatorial strife; which is certainly large enough | 
in all conscience, without this enormous addition. 
to it. < The bill of the honorable Senator from Mis- . 
souri proposes to pay to Texas a large sum of, 
money, (fifteen millions of dollars,) chiefly in:con- 
sideration of the reduction of her boundaries in the. 
manner proposed, arid provides in addition for the, 
laying off of another new State within her limits, 
thus previously reduced in dimensions, when-* 
ever her whole population shall be found to amount 
to one hundred thousand souls; which new, State 
is to be laid off west:ofthe Colorado. Now; in the 
first place, the State of Texas is authorized: by the 
resolutions of annexation to divide herself:into four: 
States instead of one~all.of.which, running, as {£ 
have described them, from-north to south, would, 
in all probability, beslive States, and would sup- - 
ply efficient aid to the South in the fierce struggle 
through which she is fated to pass. The bill of 
the honorable member will so restrict her capacity 
for division and subdivision, as only to allow two 
States instead of four to arise within her confines 
—one to the east, and the other to the west of the 
Colorado. This arrangement would be" truly a- 
most gracious boon to the South in this her. mo-., 
ment of persecution and of danger! pied 
Again: the population at present in Texas, west 
of the Colorado, is, to a very considerable extent, 
non-slaveholding. In this region there are cer- 
tainly many large plantations along the Colorado 
and the country which it waters; butto the west, 
I repeat, the population is, for ‘the. most part, 
(though certainly highly respectable, ) a non-slave- 
holding population. ‘There isto be found the large 
German colony, whichis- constantly on the im- 
crease, among whom, I understand, there are no: 
slaves; and in that part of Texas along the San 
Antonio. and Rio Grande rivers especially, there 
are stilla large number of Mexican inhabitants, 
most of whom, it is well known, though partial 
to theirown system of peonage, are hostile to cur 
southern system of domestic slavery. Now, sir, 


lant people that the sun of heaven has ever shone 
upon shall be involved in scenes more horrible and. |! 


what a bright prospect does not the honorable Sen- 
ator’s-bill unfold to us for the speedy organization 
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of-another State wherein his favorite free-soil prin- 
ciples: may gain ascendency! Sir, anxious as 
I was to bring about the early reduction of the ter- 
ritorial limits of Texas—~satisfied as I was that 
this- was decidedly necessary to the convenient 
management of her own governmental. concerns— 
I certainty never thought of attempting to accom- 
- plish suchan object by such means as he-haschosen 
to adopt.: As a senatorial representative of one of 
the slave States of the Confederacy, I could not 
have reconciled it to my. own sense of duty to en- 
gage in any scheme which menaced the whole 
Southwith such serious detriment. Were I to bring 
forward atsucha period as this a project so fraught 
with mischief as is this one to. the whole slave- 
holding section of the Confederacy, 1 should ex- 
pect to be speedily instructed out of my seat in 
this body; for true it is, as John Randolph used 
to say, those members of Congress who cannot 
be instructed in their seats, must perforce be in- |} 
structed out of them. 

Mr. President, I feel that I have some right to | 
complain on this occasion that an attempt has been 
made by the honorable Senator from Missouri to 
appropriate to himself the credit of originating this 
scheme of dividing Texas. To be sure, he has 
fallen upon a different plan of division from any 
which my mind had framed; but the proposition 
of dividing Texas, with her own consent, with a į 
view to multiplying the number of our confedera- | 
ted sovereignties, I claim to have first suggested 
and to have promulged before such an idea had | 
ever entered the head of that Senator. I will go | 
further now, sir, and assert that his whole bill is į 
most manifestly borrowed from the bill originally 
draughted by me, and minutely described, at my 
instance, in the columns of certain newspapers. I 
do not mean to say that the parts of the honorable 
Senator’s bill, to which I have been so seriously 
objecting, were plagiarized from me; but merely 
that all which is not actually mischievous in his 
bill was substantially copied from the bill now in 
my hand, as it was at first framed, and as it was 
described in the newspapers. l will prove this: 
my bill originally proposed to pay to ‘l'exas aspe- 
cific sum, just one-half of the sum now proposed 

. by the Senator from Missouri, for her ownership 
of the public lands situated in the country, com- 
monly called New Mexico, north of a line to be 
run in an easterly direction from the Paso del | 
Norte to the head waters of the Red river; cau- 
tiously reserving, though, to the territory in which 
the right of property in a portion of the public 
lands was thus to be purchased the principle of 
compromise embodied in the resolutions of annex- 
ation. This reservation, it will be at once perceived, 
is an arrangement which cannot be dispensed with | 
without incurring the risk of immediately multi- | 
plying the number of free States, and deeply en- 
dangering the whole southern section of the Union. 

This f had resolved to offer as a new scheme of | 
compromise; which, with the establishment of a i 
territorial government in New Mexica, in Deseret, | 
and California, and the ultimate admission of Cal- 
ifornia as a State, when freed from her present un- |! 
fortunate organization, I hoped might.tend to settle 

- the vexed question of the Wilmot proviso forever. 
I should certainly have offered the whole bill as it 
was first drawn up, and ia the form in which I 
had submitted it to the consideration of various 
sage friends with whom I am in the habit of coun- 
selling upon this subject, but for certain proceed- |! 
ings in several of the free States of the North, of 
which wé have been recently notified, which satis- 
fied me that I could not offer anything that at all | 
bore the characteristic features of a compromise, |! 
without encouraging our arrogant foes to fiercer 
and more extended aggressions, and bringingdown 
other and more irritating insults upon the southern 
States of the Confederacy. 

The resolutions of Vermont, now upon your | 
tablethe incendiary messages of the Governors 
of Pennsylvania and of Massachusetts—the truly 
demoniacal resolutions now before the New York 
Legislature—the extraordinary harangues made 
in this Hall since we assembled,—these and other 
facts of a kindred character satisfied me that the | 
season for compromise had forever passed by; or 
that at least, if propositions of compromise were 
hereafter to be offered, they ought to emanate from 
the North. I became satisfied that the time had | 
arrived when it behooved southern Senators and 

epresentatives in Congress to stand firmly and 
resolutely up in strict maintenance of our consti- 


| dear to the heart of every American... 


tutional: rights, as they were secured by our ven- 


erated-forefathers; leaving it to the.champions of |} 


aggression and the perpetrators of injustice to de- 
termine whether they would indeed take upon 
themselves and their constituents the responsibility 
of dissolving that Union which was once so jusily 
With these 
views, I contented myself with offering the bill 
which I am now asking to be allowed to intro- 
duce, curtailed of those other provisions which 


‘have been now brought forward, in a disguised 


form, by the honorable Senator from Missouri. 
Now, sir, I appeal to the Senate and the coun- 
try whether | have nota right to complain of the 
honorable Senator from Missouri for having thus 
unceremoniously appropriated to himself the work 
of my hands and the result of my painful medita- 
tions? If the honorable Senator had condescended 


| to ask my consent to his becoming godfather to a 


measure which, in its purer and less objectionable 
shape, did not originate with him; if he had given 
me due notice of his intention thus to pirate upon | 
the poor creations of my intellect; had this as- j 
tounding liberty been taken by a friend, or by one 
friendly to the South in her present trying posi- 
tion, I should not, perhaps, have seriously com- 
plained ofthe outrage. But, sir, thecase is a very 
different one indeed. The offensive conduct which 
Iam noticing, has been practised by an individual 
more responsible, in my judgment, than any man, | 
living or dead, for the unhappy condition in which 
the republic is involved. It was he that urged so 
impehiously through the Senate the odious Oregon 
bill, passed eighteen months since. It was he that 
voted against the Mexican treaty, by which a ter- 
ritorial domain so invaluable was secured to the 
nation. It was he who attempted, after the treaty 
had become part of the supreme Jaw of the land, 
to nullify its provisions, by setting up what is 
known as the Protocol in opposition to it. It is he j 
who presumes to disobey the instructions of the 
Missouri Legislature, to whom he owes the Sena- 
torial robes which now invest his person, and all 
the opportunities of acquiring renown and influ- 
ence which he has enjoyed for the last thirty years, 
It is he who has taken it upon himself to wander 
off some thousands of miles into the bosom of 
his own State, and to inveigh, in language of 


| the coarsest scurrility and most envenomed abuse, 


against men whom he dares not meet here in de- 


| bate—whose characters, public and private, are as | 
| spotless as purity itself—and whose whole lives 
have been illustrated and adorned by the practice of ||. 


all those virtues which bespeak the patriot, philan- 
thropist, and the christian. This, sir, is the heroic 
chieftain who, when far distant from the objects 
of his hostility, denounces them as traitors, dis- 
unionists, and villains, and threatens, on getting 
sight of them in the Senate house, to demolish 
them forever; but who, when he gets here once 
more among us, is cither mysteriously and stoically 
silent, or, assuming a truly lamb-like meekness of 
aspect and of manner, and a soft nasality of in- 
tonation, is seen to coo round the Senate Cham- 
ber ‘*as gently as any sucking dove.” ‘This, sir, is 
the person who has presumed, in the very bosom 
of one of the large slave States of the Union 
to declaim fiercely against slavery, and to lend all 


lj the encouragement which, as “a southerner and 


slaveholder,” he had it in his power to supply to 
the enemies of our institutions north of Mason and 
Dixon’sline. This is the political leader who has 
scattered confusion and discord through the whole 
Democratic ranks of the North, every man of 


whom, bat for him and his accursed teachings, 1 || 


verily believe would, under the sage and honest 
counsels constantly emanating from the honorable 
Senator from Michigan, who sits before me, {Mr. 
Cass,] and other highly-valued Democratic leaders 
of the North, have stood firmly and fearlessly up 
in support of the non-intervention doctrines of the 
renowned Nicholson letter. This is the “ learned 
Theban,” who has not only taken it upon himself | 
to proclaim, in more than one speech, now in print, 
that Congress has a right under the Constitution 
to legislate upon slavery in territories, but who has 
even gone so far as to assert that no man of sense on 
the Continent now doubted the authority of Congress 
to legislate in this manner; though he well knew 
at the time that the honorable Senator from South 
Carolina, [Mr. Caruoun,] theehonorable Senator | 
from Michigan, [Mr. Cass,] the honorable Senator 
from Georgia, [Mr. Bernien,] and thousands and 


| 
i 
} 
| 
{ 


hundreds of thousands resident in different parts of 


the Republic,.all of them possessed: of understand-, 
ing at leastas sound and as trust-worthyashisown, 
entertained opinions directly the reverse of that 
which he was thus so fiercely fulminating; among 
whom I must mention the Senator from Texas, 
[Mr. Houstron,] who sits over the way, and who, 
in his late anti-Gadsden letter, has so emphatically 
declared himself ‘opposed to the Wilmot proviso 
upon every ground of opposition to it heretofore 
assumed. This, too, sir, is the indiscreet rhet- 
orician whose inflammatory addresses to large pop- 
ular assemblies in Missouri, during the last.sum-. 
mer, are said to have produced a most startling effect 


country; who, as it is reported, by twenties dnd 
forties, put themselves in full fight for the Father 
| of Waters, and made their sudden escape into the 
| neighboring State of Hlinois. [Here Mr. Benron 
left his seat, walked towards the door of. the Sen- 
| ate Chamber, and passed rapidly through it.] See, 
Mr. President, he flies as did those same deluded 
sons of Africa among whom his eloquence is re- 
ported to have awakened a regular stampede.. He 
escapes me just as 1 was about to compare him to 
| that degenerate Roman senator, whom Cicero once 
addressed in language that will never perish, ex- 
claiming in the hearing of such men as Cæsar, and 
Cato, and Brutus, with majestic cadence: ** Quous- 
que tandem abutere Catilina nostra patientia?” As 
Tully said of that same degenerate Roman, I feel 
that I can say now, in behalf of myself and of my 
friends, inrelation to him who has just departed 


pestem patric nefarie molientem vobis alque huie urbé 
Jerrum flammamque minitantem, ex urbe, vel ejeci- 
mus, vel emissimus, vel ipsum egredientem verbis 
prosecuti sumus.” { may well add: *.Abiti—ea- 
| cessit—evasit—erupit P? 

The bill was then read a first and second time 
by its title; when— 

Mr. FOOTE mowed that the bill be referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, stating that he 


‘had no doubt, from a conversation had with the 


chairman of the Committee on the Territories, [Mr. 
Doveas,} that he would assent to the. proposed 
reference. : 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, moved that the question 


| of reference be laid on the ‘table for the present; 


which was ageed to. ee 
A BILL to provide for the organization of the Territoriat 

Governments of California, Deseret, and New Mexico, 

and to enable the people of Jacinto, with the consent of 

the State of ‘Texas, to form a constitation and State gov- 
ernment, and for the admission of such State into the 

Union upon an equal footing with the original States in all 

respects whatsoever. 

CALIFORNIA. 

Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That, from and after the passage of this 
act, ail that part of California embraced within 
i the following boundaries, that is to say: begin- 
| ning at the intersection of the forty-second degree 
of north latitude with the shore of the Pacific 
ocean; thence due east with the said parallel of 
latitude to the one hundred and sixteenth degree 
of west longitude; thence south with the said de- 
gree of longitude until it shall strike the boundary 
line established between the United States. and 
Mexiéo, by the treaty concluded at Guadalupe 
Hidalgo, the second day of February, eighteen 
hundred and forty-eight; thence by and with the 
i said boundary line to the shore ofthe Pacific 
Ocean; thence northerly by and with the said shore 
to the place of beginning, extending one marine 
league into the sea from the southern to the north- 
ern boundary aforesaid, and including all bays, 
harbors, and islands adjacent to the said shore, 
shall form a separate Territory, to be known and 
called the Territory of California: Provided, That 
| nothing in this act contained shall be construed 
to impair the rights of persons or property now 
pertaining to the Indians in said territory, so long 
as such rights shall remain unextinguished by 
| treaty between the United States and such Indians; 
or to affect the authority of the Government of the 
| United States to make any regulation respecting 
| such Indians, their lands, property, or other rights, 
by treaty, law, or otherwise, which it would have 
been competent to the Government to make if this 
act had never passed: And provided, further, That 
nothing in this act contained shall be construed: to 
inhibit the Government of the United States from 


+ 


among the slave population in the surrounding - 


from our presence, ‘Tandem aliquando Quirites, ° 
| L. Catilinam furentem audacia, scelus-anhelantem 


1850. 
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dividing said Territory into two.or.more Territo- 
ries, in such manner, and at such times, as Con- 
gress shall deem convenient and proper; or from 
attaching any portion of said Territory to any 
other State or Territory of the United States. `. 

Sec. 2. And beit further enacted, That the exec- 
utive power in and over said Territory of Califor- 
nia shall be vested in.a Governor, who-shall- reside 
in the Territory, and hold his office during four 
years, unless sooner. removed by the President of 
the United States, or unless said Territory of Cali- 
fornia shall before that time have been admitted 
into the Union; he shall be commander-in-chief of 
the militia of said Territory; shall have power to 
appoint and commission all officers, civil and mili- 
tary, required by law to be appointed for said Ter- 
ritory, whose appointments are not otherwise pro- 
vided for by Jaw; shall take care that the laws be 
faithfully executed; shall have power to grant par- 
dons for offences against the said Territory, and 
reprieves for those against the United States, until 
the decision of the President thereon shall have 
been made known; shall, on extraordinary occa- 
sions, have power to convene the General Assem- 
bly; and he shall, ex officio, be superintendent of 
Indian affairs. The said Governor shall be allowed 
and paid .quarter-yearly at-the treasury of the 
United States the annual compensation of 
dollars. i 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That there shall 
be a Secretary of the Territory of California, whose 
commission shall continue in force for four years, 
or until the said Territory shall have been admit- 
ted into the Union, unless sooner revoked by the 
President of the United States; he shall reside in 
the said Territory, and it shal! be his duty, under 
the direction of the Governor, to record and pre- 
serve all the proceedings and papers of the execu- 
tive, and all the acts of the General Assembly, and 
to transmit authentic copies of the same, every six 
months, to the President of the United States; he 
shall aid the Governor, as may be necessary, in 
the execution of his official duties; and, in case of 
a vacancy in the office of Governor, the duties and 
i ecru of that office shall devolve upon 
and continue to be executed by the said Secretary, 
until a Governor shall have been appointed and be 
ready to enter upon his duties, or until the said 
Territory of California shall have been admitted 
into the Union. The said Secretary shall be al- 
lowed, and paid quarter-yearly at the treasury of 
the United States, the annual compensation of 

dollars. , 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the legis- 
lative power of the Territory of California shall be 
vested in a General Assembly, which shall consist 
of the Governor, a Legislative Council, and a 
House of Representatives. T'he General Assem- 
bly shall have power to make laws in ‘all cases, 
both civil and criminal, for the good government 
of the people of the said Territory, not ‘repugnant 
to nor inconsistent with the constitution and laws 


of the United States, and shall have power to es- ; 


tablish inferior courts, and to prescribe their juris- 
diction and duties; they shall provide for the ap- 
pointment of the judges and other officers of the 
said courts; and for the appointment and for defin- 
ing the powers and duties of justices of the peace | 
and other civil officers in and for the said Territo- 
ry, and shall regulate and fix the fees of office, and 
ascertain and provide, by levying and collecting 
an internal revenue in said Territory, for the pay- 
ment of the same, and of all other services ren- | 
dered to the said Territory, under the authority 
and for the support of the territorial government 
thereof. That every bill that may be passed by a 
majority in the House of Representatives, and by 
a majority in the legislative council, shall be re- 
ferred to the governor for his consideration within 
the period of ten days, and-if -he approve he shall 
sign it and notify the legislature théreof; but no 
bill or legislative act whatever shall become a law, 
or be of any force, without his approbation. 
Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the legis- | 
lative council of the Territory of California shall | 
consist of nine members, to continue in office five 
years, unless sooner removed by the governor of 
ihis Territory—any five of whom shall be a quo- 
rum, and they shail be nominated and appointed 
in the following manner: As soon as the repre- 
sentatives shall have been elected, they shali be 
convened by the governor as hereinafter prescribed, 
and when organized,shall nominate to the gover- 
nor eighteen persons, who shall have attained the 


‘this Territory, the office of justice of the peace ex- 


nominate two persons, qualified as aforesaid, for 


age of -twenty-five years, who. shall. have been 
residents. in the said Territory for one year pre- 
ceding their nomination, and-who shall at the time 
hold no office of profit under the United States, or 


cepted, and each of whom shall have been a house- 
holder and a resident of said Territory for twelve 
months previous; from which eighteen persons the 
governor shall appoint and commission nine, to 
serve as members of the legislative council of the 
Territory of California. And four months before 
the expiration of their term of service, or whenever 
a vacancy may occur in the legislative council, by 
resignation,. death, or removal from office, the || 
house of representatives of this Territory shall 


each vacancy or place to become vacant after the 
expiration of their regular term of service, from 
whom the governor shall appoint and commission 
a sufficient number. to complete and preserve the 
number of nine members of the legislative council. 
Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That, in order 
to form the house of representatives of the Terri- 
tory of California in the first instance, the govern- 
or of this Territory shall issue a proclamation 
calling upon all the male citizens of this Territory, 
above the age of twenty-one years, who shall have 
made their election under the eighth article of the 
treaty aforesaid, to remain citizens of the United 
States, and upon such white male citizens of the 
United States, above the age of twenty-one years, 
as shall have resided six months within the said 
Territory, and shall have expressed their bona fide 
intention to remain citizens thereof, to meet in pri- 
mary assembly on the first Monday in 
next, at such points and places, and in such dis- 
tricts as the governor may deem most convenient || 
to the people residing within the boundaries of this 
Territory; and the governor shall appoint three 
discreet and competent persons, to be designated 
in his proclamation, to preside at the meetings to 
be held at each of the points or places, and on the 
day aforesaid, to be bound by an oath faithfully to 
perform their duties as judges of the qualifications 
of the citizens aforesaid, and as judges of election; 
and the said citizens so assembled and qualified, | 
shall vote by ballot for such number of delegates 
to be assigned to the respective places or districts 
in proportion to the ascertained or probable num- 
ber of voters in each, as near as can be ascertained 
by the governor, so that the whole number elected 
shall not exceed twenty-five; and such delegates 
when duly elected and notified by the judges of | 
election, shall assemble at the earliest day practi- 
cable, to be appointed by the governor, and at such 
place as the governor, by his proclamation, shall 
appoint, and shall proceed to organize the house 
of representatives of the Territory of California by 
the election of a speaker and clerk, and such other 
officers as may be proper, and shall determine the 
rules of proceeding of that body. They shall then 
proceed to nominate eighteen competent and qual- 
ified persons, as required in the preceding section, 
from whom the governor shall appoint the legisla- 
tive council; and when the general assembly shall 
have been thus completed, they shail proceed by 
law to divide the Territory of California within 
the boundaries established by this act into a con- 
venient number of counties; shall provide for as- 
certaining the number of qualified voters in each 
county; shall fix the number and apportion the 
representatives to the several counties according to 
the number of voters in each; and shall establish 
regulations to secure the purity of elections, and || 
the accuracy of the returns thereof to the governor | 
of the Territory. The representatives first elected 
as aforesaid, shall continue in office for one year 
from the day on which their election was held. 
Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That after the 
first election, as provided for in the preceding sec- 
tion, the house of representatives of the Territory 
of California shall be composed of members elected |} 
to serve for two years, according to such apportion- 
ment of representatives to population as the gener- | 
al asgembly shall determine to be right; and no 
person shall be eligible or qualified to be represent- 
ative who shall not have attained the age of 
twenty-one years, and who shall not have resided 
in this Territory at least one year next preceding 
the day of election, and who shall not be a house- 
holder within ghe county in which he may be 
elected; and no person holding an office under the 


be a representative. . In case of vacancy, by. death, 
resignation, removal, or otherwise, ofa represent... 
ative, the governor. shall issue a: writ to the coun- 
tty, in. which. a’ vacancy may be, as aforesaid, to` 


elect another 
term, oe 4 cs : 

Sec. 8, And be it further enacted, That the first 
general assembly of the, Territory. of California. 
Shall be convened in the town of San Francisco, 
and thereafter it shall meet annually on the first 
Monday in December, unless a different day may 
be appointed by law, or it may be convened by the 
governor on any extraordinary occasion at such 
place as may be fixed upon by law. The legisla: 
tive council and house of representatives, when 
assembled, shall each choose a speaker and ita 
other officers, and determine the rules of its pro- 
ceedings. Each house shall siton its own adjourn- 
ment from day to day. Neither house shall, during 
the session, without consent of the other, adjourn 
for more than three days, nor to any other place 
than where the two houses shall be sitting. The 
members of the general assembly shall in all cases, 
except treason, felony, or breach of the peace, be 
privileged from arrest during their attendance at 
their respective houses, and in going to, and return- 
ing from the same; and for any speech or debate 
in either house they shall not be questioned in any | 
other place. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That all and 
every free white male citizen of the-Territory of 
California, above the age of twenty-one years, who 
may have elected, under the eighth article of the 
treaty between the United States and Mexico, of 
the 2d of February, 1848, to remain or become cit- 
zens of the United States, and all free white male 
citizens of the United States who may have resi- 
ded in said Territory for twelve months, and who 
shall have paid a territorial or county tax, assessed 
at least six months previous thereto, shall be enti- 
tled to vote for representatives to the general assem- 
bly of this Territory ; shall be eligible to, and capa- 
ble of holding, any office of honor, trust, or profit, . 
in the said Territory, under the United States, or 
under the said Territory, and shall be entitled to 
vote for a delegate to the Congress of the United 
States, during the temporary government provided 
for this Territory by. this act. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That the ju- 
| dicial power in the Territory of California shall 

be vested in a superior court, and in inferior courts, 
and justices of the peace. The judges of the su- 
perior and inferior courts, and justices of the 
peace, shall be appointed by the Governor, by and 
with the advice and. consent of the Legislative 
Council, and shall hold their offices for the term of 
four years, unless sooner removed by the Gov- 
ernor; the superior court shall consist of three 
judges, who shall reside.in the said Territory, any 
two of whom shall constitutea court. The said 
Territory shall be divided into three judicial cir- 
cuits, in each of whicli there“shall be two terms of 
a circuit court held in each -year, each of which 
terms shall be held by one of the three: judges of 
the superior court, at such times and places within 
each circuit as may be determined upon by the 
General Assembly for the general convenience of 
the people; and there shall be one annual term of 
the superior court held at the seat of government 
of the Territory, at such time as the general as- 
sembly shall prescribe. The inferior or circuit 
courts shall have the ordinary and common law 
jurisdiction, and the superior court shall have ju- 
risdiction in all criminal cases, and exclysive juris- 
diction in all those that are capital, and original 
and appellate jurisdiction in all civil cases of the 
value of at least one hundred dollars. The ses- 
sions of the superior and inferior courts shall con- 
tinue until all the business depending shall be dis- 
posed of, or for such time as may be prescribed by 
the general assembly. The superior and inferior 
courts shall, respectively, appoint tneir clerks, 
sheriffs, and other necessary officers, who shall be 
commissioned by the Governor, and shall hold 
their offices during the temporary government of 
the said Territory, unless sooner removed by the 
court. All free white male citizens having the 
ualifications of electors, as required by the tenth 
section of this act, and are not disqualified by any 
legal. proceeding, and are possessed of the“quali- 
fications known to the common law, shall be quali- 
fied to serve as grand or petit jurors in the courts 


person to serve thé residue of ‘the 


United States, or any office of profit under the 
Territory, except that of justice of the peace, shall 


of the said Territory; and they shall, until the 
General Assembly thereof shall otherwise direct, 
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be selécted’ in such a manner. as the said courts 
shall respéctively prescribe, so'as to be‘most con- 
ducivé to an impartial trial, and least burdensome 
to the inhabitants of the said’ Territory. The- 
compensation to. the judges, andthe compensation 
and-fees of the other officers and persons.employed’ 
in the service of the courts and in the administra- 
of justice; shall be fixed by the general assembly, 
and paid out of the revenue to'be provided by the 
general assembly from the said: Territory, for de= 
fraying the expenses. of its. government. f 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That the said 
Territory of California, as established by this act, 


shal} constitute one judicial district of the United: 


States, to be known:as the district of California, 
and a district court. shall be established and held 
therein, to consist of one judge, who shall reside in 
the said districtand. be called a district judge: He 
shall hold, at the seat of government of said Terri- 
tory, three sessions of the said district court annu- 
ally, the first to commence on the first Monday in 
the month next succeeding. the establishment of 
the court, and the other sessions progressively, on 
the first Monday in every fourth calendar month 
thereafter. He shall in all things have and exer- 
cise the same jurisdiction and powers which were 
by Jaw given to the judgeof the Kentucky. district, 
by the act entitled “An act to establish the judi- 
cial courts of the United States,” and an act enti- 
tled “An act in addition to the act entitled ‘An 
act to establish the jadicial courts of the United 
States,” ” approved the 2d day of March, 1793, 
and the acts supplementary thereto, and all other 
jurisdiction and power which have been or may 
be, by law, vested in and exercised by the district 
courts of the United States. The said judge shall 
appoint.a clerk for the said district, who shall re- 
side and keep the records of the court at the place 
of holding the same, and shall receive, for the ser- 
vices performed by him, the same fees to which 
the clerk of the Kentucky district, or the clerks of 
the district courts of the United States, are by law 
entitled for similar services; and the said judge 
shall be allowed and paid quarter-yearly, at the 
Treasury of the United States, the annual com- 
pensation of dollars, . 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That there 
shall be appointed in the said district of California 
a person learned in the law, to act as attorney for 
the United States, who shall, in addition to his 
stated fees, be paid, at the Treasury of the United 
States, two. hundred dollars annually, as a full 
compensation for all extra services, 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That a mar- 
shal shall be appointed for the said district of Cal- 
ifornia, who shall perform the same duties, be 
subject to the same regulations and penalties, and 
be entitled to the same fees, as are provided for, 
and prescribed to, marshals in other districts of 
the United States; and shall, moreover, be entitled 
to the sum of two hundred dollars, annually, as a 
compensation for all extra services, to be paid at 
the Treasury of the United States. + 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That the gov- 
ernor, secretary, district judge, district attorney, 
and marshal forthe said district of California, shall 
be appointed by the President of the United States, 
in the same manner and upon the same tenure of 
office as such officers are nowappointed under the 
laws of the United States; and that the governor, 
secretary, district judge, district attorney, and mar- 
shal, and all other officers of the Territory, civil, 
military, and judicial, as well as the members of 
the legislative council, and the members of. the 


house of representatives of the Territory of Cali- | 


fornia, shall, before they enter upon the duties of 
their respective offices, take an oath or affirmation 
to support the Constitution of the United States, 


and to discharge with fidelity the duties of their | 


respective offices: the said oaths or affirmations to 
be taken before the governor, district judge, a 
judge of the superior or inferior courts, ora justice 
of the peace, and to be placed upon the judicial 
records of the Territory. 


Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That at the 


first election of representatives to the general as- 
sembly of the Territory of California, under this 
act, the qualified electors according to this act 
shall vote for and elect 3 
ified person as a delegate from the said Territory 
to. the Congress of the United States, who shall 
Possess the’ same powers, enjoy the same privi- 

es, and receive the same compensation as has 
been granted and secured by law to’ the delegate to 


a competent and duly qual- | 


-of California, as described in this act, be divided 


| and with the said eastern boundary line, until it 


| Hidalgo, the second day of Februaty, 1848; thence 
westwardly, by and with the said last men- 


the Congress of the United’ States from the Terri- 

tory of Oregon.. Deer s 
Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That all the 

ports, harbors, shores, and waters of the Territory 


into and: shall constitute two collection districts, 
and two ports of entry; and such ports of’delivery, 
not exceeding four, as may be. considered neces- 
sary by the President of the United: States, shall 
be established at such places as may be deemed 
most advantageous to- the public interest and con- 
venience; and’ two collectors of the customs, and 
such surveyors of the customs, not exceeding four, 
as may be necessary, shall be appointed by the 
President as other officers of the customs are ap- 
pointed under the law. The compensation to 
each of the collectors to be derived from the fees 
allowed by Jaw shall not exceed the sum of 
dollars per annum; and that to each of the survey- 
ors shall not exceed the sum of dollars per 
annum. 

Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That the peo- 
ple of the said Territory of California shall al- 
ways be entitled to a proportionate representation 
in the general assembly; to judicial proceedings 
according to the common law, and the laws and | 
usages in force in the said Territory, not incom- 
patible with the Constitution of the United States; | 
to the benefit of the writ of habeas corpus. In all 
criminal cases the trial shall be by a jury of good 
and lawful men of the vicinage. All persons shall 
be bailable, unless for capital offences, where the 
proof Shall be evident or the presumption great. 
All fines shall be moderate, and no cruel or unusual 
punishment shall be inflicted. No personshall be 
deprived of life, liberty, or property, but by the 
judgment of his peers, and the law of the land. 
If the public exigencies make it necessary, for the 
common preservation, to take the property of any 
person,or to demand his particular services, full 
compensation shall be made for the same. No 
ex post facto law, or law impairing the obligation of | 
contracts, shall be made. No Jaw shall be made | 
which shall lay any person under restraint, burden, 
or disability, on account of his religious opinions, 
professions, or mode of worship; in all of which 
he shall be free to maintain his own, and not bur- 
dened for those of another. Religiori, morality, 
and knowledge being necessary to good govern- 
ment and the happiness of mankind, schools and 
the means of education shall be encouraged and 
provided for from the public lands of the United 
States in the said Territory of California, in such 
manner as Congress may deem expedient. 

Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That the gen-. 
eral assembly of the Territory of California shall 
never interfere with the primary disposal of the 
public lands, or soil, by the United States in Con- 
gress assembled, nor with any regulation Congress 
may find necessary to make for securing the title 
in the bona fide purchasers. No tax shall ever be 
imposed on lands the property of the United States. 
The lands of non-resident proprietors shall never 
be taxed higher than those of residents. The 
navigable waters within the boundaries of the said | 
Territory, and the carrying places between the 
same, shall be common highways, and forever free 
to the people of the said Territory, and to the citi- 
zens of the United States, without any toll, tax, 
duty, or impost therefor. 


DESERET. 


Sec. 19. And be it further enacted; That from f 
and after the passage of this act, all that part of 
California embraced within the following bounda- 
ries, that is to say: beginning at the point on the 
forty-second degree of north latitude, or the north- 
ern boundary of California, where it is intersected 
by the one hundred and sixteenth degree of west 
longitude; thence due east, with the said northern 
boundary of California, until it shall strike the | 
northern point of the eastern boundary of Califor- |! 
nia as it has heretofore existed; thence south, by 


shall arrive at the northern point of the western 
boundary line of New Mexico; thence south- 
wardly, by and with the said western boundary 
line of New Mexico, until it shall strike the bound- | 
ary line established between the United States and || 
Mexico, by the treaty concluded at Guadalupe || 


thence north, by and with the said degree of west 
Jongitude, to the point of beginning; shall form a 
separate ‘Verritory, to be kriown and called the 
Territory of Deseret: Provided, That nothing iw 
this act contained shall be construed to impair the 
rights. of persons or property now: pertaining to 
the Indians in said Territory, so long as such 
‘rights shall remain unextinguished by treaty be- 
‘tween the United States and such Indians; or to 
affect the authority of the Government of the States 
to make any regulation respecting such Indians, 
their lands, property, or other rights, by treaty, 
law, or otherwise, which it would have been com- 
petent to the Government to make if this act had 
never passed: And provided, further, That nothing 
in this act contained shall be construed to inhibit 
the Government of the United States from dividing” 
said Territory into two or more Territories, in such 
manner, and at such times, as Congress shalldeem 
convenient and proper; or from attaching any por- 
tion of said Territory to any other State or Terri- 
tory of the United States: : 

{Here follow the same provisions: relative to 
Deseret, as those relative to California, from sec- 
tion 2 to 18, inclusive, except section 16, which ap- 
plies only to California.] : 

NEW MEXICO. 

Sec. 36. And be it further enacted, That from 
and after the passage of this act, all that part of 
the territory. of the United States called New 
Mexico, acquired by. the treaty of peace, friend- 
ship, limits, and settlement, between the United 
States of America and the Mexican Republic, con- 
cluded at Guadalipe Hidalgo, on the second. of 
February, eighteen hundred: and forty-eight, and 
not included within the boundaries of the State 
of Texas, as laid down in the act of the Republic 
of Texas of the year 1836, entitled an “ Act to 
define the boundaries of the Republic of Texas,” 
shall be organized into and constitute a temporary 
government, by the name of the Territory of New 
Mexico: Provided, That nothing in this act con- 
tained shall be construed to impair the ign of 
persons or property now pertaining to the Indians 
in said Territory, so long as such rights shall. re- 
main unextinguished by treaty between the Uni- 
ted States and such Indians: or to affect the au- 
thority of the Government of the United States, 
to make any regulation -respecting such Indians, 
their lands, property, or other rights, by treaty, 
law, or otherwise, which it would have been com- 
petent to the Government to make if this act had 
never passed : And provided, further, That nothing 
in this act contained shall be construed to in- 
hibit the Government of the United States from 
dividing said Territory into two or more Territo- 
ries, in such manner, and at such times, as Con- 
gress shall deem convenient and proper; or from 
attaching any portion of said Territory to any 
other State or Territory of the United States. 

{Here follow the same provisions relative to New 
Mexico, as those relative to California, from sec- 
tion 2 to 18, inclusive, except section 16, which 
applies only to California.] 

Sec. 53. And be it further enacted, That the con- 
stitution and laws of the United States are hereby 
extended over, and declared to be in full force in 
the said Territories of. California, Deseret, and 
New Mexico, so far as the same, or any provision 
or part thereof, may be applicable to the said Ter- 
ritories respectively. 

JACINTO. 


Sec. 54. And beit further enacted, That with the 
consent of the State of Texas, first had and ob- 
tained, the people of that portion of said State of 
Texas, included within the boundaries hereinafter 
designated, be and they are hereby authorized to 
form for themselves a constitutionand State govern- 
ment; and the said State, when so formed, provided 
that its constitution be republican in character, 
and not repugnant to the Constitution of the United 
States, shall be admitted into the Union upon an 
equal footing with the original States, in all respects 
whatsoever; said new State to be designated as the 
State of Jacinto, or by such other name as the 
people thereof shall select for themselves. 

Sec. 55. And be it further enacted, That the said 
State of Jacinto shall consist of all the territory 
embraced in the following boundaries, to wit: be- 
ginning at the mouth of the Brasos river, and in 
the middle thereof, and running by and with the 


tioned, boundary line, to its intersection by the one 


hundred and sixteenth degree of west longitude; 


middle thereof to the point of intersection of the 
northern boundary line of the State of Texas, aa - 


1850. 


laid down in act of the Republié: of Texas; enti- 


tled ** An act to define the- boundaries of the Re- 


public of Texas,” passed in‘the year 1836; thence 


by and with said boundary line‘to the point of its 


intersection with the western boundary of the State 
of Arkansas; thence south by atid with said west: 
ern boundary to: the northern’ point of the west: 
ern’ boundary of the’ State of Louisiana: thence’ 
south by and withthe westerd boundary of Lou- 
isiana, to the mouth of the'Sabine river; thence by 
and with. the shore of the Gulf of Mexico to the 
point of beginning, at the middle of the'mouth of 
the Brasos river; including any islands adjacent 
and opposité’ to that part of the coast belonging 
to this State. kat 

Sec. 56: And be if further enacted, That if the 

State of Texas, through the government there- 
of, shall consent to the formation of a new State, 
as described in the preceding. section, within the 
general boundaries of said State, arid shall express 
such consent by an act or resolution of her legisla- 
ture, the free white male citizens of the United’ 
States who shall have arrived at the age of twenty- 
one years, and shall have resided in the aforesaid’ 
part of Texas three months previous to thë day of 
election, and all other persons qualified to vote for 
members of the legislature of Texas, shall be, and 
they are hereby, qualified and’ authorized to vote 
and choose representatives’ to form a convention, 
who shall be apportioned among the several coun- 
ties included within the limits of the proposed State, 
according to the number of people in each county, 
so that the wholé number of representatives to be 
chosen shall not exceed the number of members-of 
both branches of the legislature heretofore elected 
from that part of Texas, as described in the fifty- 
fifth scction of this act; the election in each county 
shall be held at the place where the election for 
representatives shall have been last held, and by 
the same persons that may have held them at the 
last election for representatives in the legislature, or 
such other persons as the people of each county 
assembled in meeting shall appoint. And the elec- 
tion for representatives to the said convention shall 
be held on the first Monday and two succeeding 
days of next, throughout the several 
counties in the said part of Texas, and the electors 
who may be qualified accarding to this section 
shallthen proceed by ballot to elect the number of 
representatives assigned to the county in which they 
shall reside. And the representatives duly elected, 
and having each a certificate of election from the 
judges of election, shall assémble in convention at 
the town of , on the first Monday in i 
and after organizing such convention, the same 
shall have power and authority to adjourn to any 
other place in the said Territory, described in the 
fifty-fifth section of this act, which to them may 
seem best for the convenient transaction of their 
business ; and.the said convention, when so organ- 
ized and assembled, shall first determine, by a ma- 
jority of the whole number elected, whether it be or 
be not expedient at thattime to form a separate con- 
stitution and State government for the people within 
the boundaries designated in the fifty-fifth section 
of this act; and if itbe deemed expedient to do so, 
the convention shall be, amd hereby is, authorized 
to form a constitution and State government for 
the people within the said boundaries, and to de- 
scribe such boundaries in said constitution : Pro- 
vided, That the same, when formed, shall be re- 
publican, and not repugnant to the Constitution of 
the United States, and that the right of property in 
the lands owned by the State of Texas, as it now 
exists, within the boundaries of the State of Jacinto 
as provided for in this act, and any conflicting 
claims arising thereon, shall. be arranged’ and set- 
tled upon principles to be agreed upon between the 
governments of the said States of Texas and Ja- 
cinto. 

Suc. 57. And be it further enacted, Thatin case a 
constitution and State government shall-be formed: 
for the people of the Territory of Jacinto, de- 
scribed in the fifty-fifth section of this act, the 
said convention of representatives, as soon there- 
after as may be, shall cause a true copy of the said 
constitution, or frame of State government, as shall 
be formed or provided, attested by the members of 
said convention, to be transmitted by a special and 
trustworthy messenger to the President of the 
United States, upon the receipt whereof the Presi- 
dent, by proclamation, shall announce the fact; 
whereupon, and without any farther proceeding on 
the part of Congress, the admission of the said 


| as complete: 


State’ 


f Jacinto into this Union shall’be considered 
8. And be it further enacted, That until the 
next general census shall be teken after the holding 


of said convention, the said State of Jacinto, when 


so admitted into the Union, shall be entitled‘to- one 
representative in’ the House of Representatives of 
the United States. ite j 

The bi.l having been read by its title— 

Mr. FOOTE. I had an understanding. with the 
Senator from Illinois [Mr. Doveras] that the res- 
olutions I introduced some time since, except that 
portion referring to the State government for which 
this bill provides,.should be referred to his Com- 
mittee on the Territories. I think it necessary, 
under the circumstances, and Lam sure if the Sen- 
ator was here he would concur. in the propriety of 
such a disposition of it, that it should go to no 
committee except that on the Judiciary. I there- 
fore move its reference there. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. I move to lay the ques~ 
tion of reference on the table for the present. 

The motion was agreed to. 


THE DELIVERY OF FUGITIVE SLAVES. 


Mr. BUTLER. Task leave to report, from the 
Judiciary Committee, the bill to provide for the 
more effectual execution of the third clause of the 
second section of the fourth article of the Consti- 
tution of the United States with certain amend- 
ments, and lask that the bill, and the report. which 
accompanies it, be printed. While up, I willtake 
the liberty. of saying that thisis a bill of some im- 
portance, and that, although it does not exactly ac- 
cord with all my views on the subject, yet, as the 
organ of the committee, | have prepared it, and 
now present it to the Senate. In requiring, as 
this bill does, the federal agents to carry out this 
clause of the Constitution and the act of 1791, in 
favor of masters recovering their fugitive slaves, I 
by no means abandon the position which I shall 
always contend for, that it was and is the duty of 
the States themselves to provide by positive legis- 
lation for the same object. I ask that the bill may 
be made the special order of the day for Wednes- 
day next. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DOWNS. Do lt understand the Senator as 
adopting the original report? 

Mr. BUTLER. The original report is adopted, 
with some additions. 

Mr. DOWNS then moved the printing. of 10,000 
additional copies of the report. i 

The motion to print was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing. 

On the motion of Mr. BUTLER, the bills in- 
troduced. by the Senators from Missouri and Mis- 
sissippi were ordered to be printed for the use of 
the Senate. i 

On motion of Mr. DAWSON, the Senate then 
proceeded to the consideration of Executive busi- 
ness, and after some time spent therein, the doors 
were re-opened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuorspay, January 17, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr. PECK rose and remarked that he had 
been reported in all the morning papers as having | 
voted for Mr. E. B. Robinson of this city. Such 
was not the case. The gentleman voted for by 
him was named Henry Robinson. 

Mr. SCHENCK remarked that the gentleman 
he put in nomination yesterday, Mr. Tufts, was 
from the State of Indiana, and not Ohio, as stated 
by him on that occasion. : ee 

Mr. McWILLIE, from the Committee on Print- | 


ing, to which was recommitted a resolution pro- 


posing to print the maps accompanying the report || 


of the Superintendent of the Coast Survey, and to 
ascertain the cost of the same, reported that the | 
expense of the printing would be $1,530. There- | 
port was accompanied by the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be directed to | 
contract for the printing of the maps accompanying the re- | 
port of the Superintendent of the Coast Survey, delineating 
the progress of the work during the year 1849. 

The question was put on the resolution, and it 
was agreed to. 

Mr. McWILLIE also, from the same’ coms 
mittee, to which was recommitted the resolution: 


of’ said'committee proposing to' print’10,000 copies”: 
of the report froin the Treasury Department: of 
the: statistics of commerce and’ navigation; with’ 
instruction to'inquire into the cost of thé’ printing; = 
and*cost’ of the hilf binding’ the’ same, reportéd 
tliat'the cost of the printing would be $1,147, and’ 
of the binding $500; “Fhe report was accompanied ` 


‘by the following resolution, viz? 


Resolved, That 10,000 extra copies: of the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury on commerce and navigation be 
printed, and that the Committee on Printing be: instrueted® 
to: contract for the binding of the same: in-half morocco: 
binding. : 

The report having been read— mi 

Mr. McWILLIE said, he would state, that he: 
had" brought into the House specimens of the” 
binding which had been presented to the commit- 
tee. The one which he heldin his hand was that 
which had been adopted and’ recommended by the. | 
cornmittee.. It-would not cost more than twelve 
cents a volume; and the whole amount would be’ 
five hundred and forty dollars. .The work. might 
be done for less; the two copies’ which: he. now ` 
held‘in his hand cost. ten-cents:per volume, which: 
would: make an aggregate of one sixth: less than ° 
he had named. The committee thought, however, 
that if it was worth doing the binding at all, it 
was worth doing it well. And they recommended 
the adoption of the half morocco binding. ; 

Mr. EVANS; of Maryland, said: that the'hon= 
orable gentleman from Mississippi [ Mr. Me Wiz-: 
LE] had presented to the House several’ specimens: 
of binding; had held them up to view, in order 
that they might be seen by every one; and had 
explained the style of execution, and announced 
the cost of each particular sample. There- was 
one matter, however, of far greater importance, 
which that gentleman had not touched upon at all, 
and concerning which it was highly desirable that. 
the House should have early and accurate inform~ 
ation; and that was, with regard to the. manner 
and style of printing this and the other documents 
of the House, and the quality of the paper that 
was to be used for that purpose: This wasa sub- 
| ject upon which he (Mr. E.) could not and would 
not forbear comment. The wretched execution of 
| the public printing was an abuse crying loudly'for 
remedy. The paper was of the most inferior de- 
scription, being such as was used in the grocer’s 
shops for ordinary wrapping, full of blurs, blem- 
ishes, and impurities; and the type and press- 
work was what we might expect from. the. pa- 
per. He would ask the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi if he had ever examined. the Legislative 
printing of the States? If he had not: done’so, 
he would commend it to that gentleman’s special 
attention. - Let him: look.-at: the-printing of Vir- 
ginia, of South Carolina, above all; at that: of New 
York and Massachusetts, and compare: it with 
that done by order of Congress, and mark the 
immeasurable inferiority of the latter. He (Mr. 
E.) had only yesterday been looking at the doc- 
uments printed’ by order of the State. of Massa- 
chusetts, at an expense, as he understood, litte, | 
if any. exceeding that paid by Congress, and they: 
were in every respect immeasurably superior ; su- 
perior in paper, in type, in prese-work, and in the 
binding; and it was a disgrace to Congress and to 
the country to put forth documents embodying 
material of the most important character—mate- 
rial for the most part indispensable to the future 
history of the country—in a style so wretched 
i that it was far surpassed in excellence by the very 
earliest efforts of the art. The documents printed 
| by order of Congress were really unworthy pres: 
ervation, on account. of their abominable execu- 
tion; and if they were worth preserving, they 
could not be kept from falling to pieces:in a-very: 
few years. Let gentlemen examine thereports print- 
ed by order of the English House of Commons, 
now on the shelves of the Library, and which had 
been presented by the English Governmentto ours, 
| and then blush for those which we were compelled 
to offer in return. There.was:no room for com- 
| parison between them 5 ‘the one all excellence, 
| 
| 
l 


the other of the meanest description; and yet he 
believed the difference by way of cost was but 
trifling, and unworthy consideration. ; 

| Mr, Speaker, (continued Mr. E.,) it does. not 
become a great and prosperous nation, interested 
| in’ preserving the records of its greatness, and its 
prosperity, and: in imparting to the people the full- 
est degree of information in’ the mest durable and 
imperishable form, to submit any longer to the 
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resent style of public: printing. ~Sir, it ought to 


e and it must be reformed, and that at the earliest i 


period, and I for.one have determined to move in 
it, and to lend my efforts to its improvement. 

As he understood the law, the printers were 
bound to furnish samples of ‘the work, and the 
style in which they were willing to execute it for 
the price named; and he was in favor of compelling 
an execution in accordance with the sample for all 
past. contracts, and of requiring a far superior 
quality of paper and work for the future. Merely 
to dock the printer a few dollars, because, in the 
opinion of the committee, the work did not come 
up to the requirements of the contract, was in his 
opinion no remedy at all; it saved a few dollars, 
but it left'the printing in any style of wretched- 
ness almost that the printer might choose. This | 
was not at all what we sought for; what he wanted į 
was work of excellent quality, on good, firm, clear, 
white paper, the whole to be well and substan- ; 
tially bound for preservation; such documents, in 
short, as at least equaled in execution those of the 
State Legislatures, and such as we would not be | 
ashamed to offer to foreign governments in ex- 
change for those which they were in the habit of 
sending to us. 

If some reform were not effected in the public 
printing, he pledged himself to bring in a resolu- 
tion which should compel its proper execution. 
He, for one, was tired of sending out public docu- 
ments which, so far as mechanical execution was | 
concerned, were a disgrace to the country. 

He now desired to ask the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi [Mr. Mc Witte] a question. It was this: 
‘Whether the committee had yet received any proof 
sheets of the style in which the report of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury on commerce and naviga- 
tion was to be executed, or any proofs of the style 
and manner of any of the public documents? 

Mr. McWILLIE said that the proposition which 
the committee had received was under the rates of 
the general contract for the printing of the House. 
As yet, the committee had had no specimens how 
the work was to be done; but when it was brought 
in, the committee and the House could see whether 
it was well done or not. i 

Mr. EVANS desired to ask the gentleman from 
Mississippi (Mr. Mc Wixute] another question: 
Had not the committee samples of -the style in 
which the public printing was to be executed, and 
were they not empowered to see that the work 
was equal to the sample? 

Mr. McWILLIE said that the samples were 
under the general contract made by the Clerk and | 
the Speaker, as he (Mr. McW.) understood, be- | 
fore the adjournment of the last Congress. The 
committee would see that the work was done ac- 
cording to contract. 

Mr. McCLERNAND said he believed it had 
been proposed by the Committee on Printing, that 
ten thousand extra copies of this report should 
be printed. . 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, was making | 
a remark or inquiry in another part of the House 
whilst Mr. McCirrnanp was speaking. 

Mr. McCLERNAND claimed the floor. 


The SPEAKER stated to Mr. Tuomrson that |} 


the gentleman from Hlinois (Mr. McCiernanp] 
was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. THOMPSON took his seat. 

Mr. McCLERNAND proceeded with his re- 
marks. He said (addressing the Chair) that he 
understood that the committee proposed that ten 
thousand extra copies of this report should be 
printed. 

The SPEAKER said that such was the number. 

Mr. McCLERNAND inquired whether the 
number reported by the Committee on Printing 
was the usual number ? 

Mr. McWILLIE said he did not know certain- ; 
ly, but believed it was. = 

Mr. McCLERNAND was unwilling to say that | 
he would not vote for an extra number of the | 
document, say 5,000, but he was decidedly op- 
posed to the large number proposed by the Com- 
mittee on Printing. The report on commerce and 
navigation was, probably, a valuable document; 
but, as a source of practical information, it was 


chants, and boards of trade. It was such a docu- 
ment as the mass of the people would neither have 
“Yeisure nor taste to trace into its arithmetic details. 
They would rather refer to the annual report of |! 
the Secretary: of ‘the Treasury, where they would | 


H 
valuable chiefly in the hands of navigators, mer- i 

i 

i 


ł 


: posed, 5,000, with the number already. ordered for 


find a sufficiently specific statement.of commerce 
and navigation, and of the amounts of our exports 
and. imports. . There would be found a summary 
statement equally reliable, and certainly more easy 
of comprehension. The number he had pro- 


the use of the House, would afford a sufficient num- 
‘ber to satisfy any useful demand of the country. 
It was true that a sort of fictitious consequence 
had been given to this document. A Senator had 
lately moved the printing of some 10,000 or 15,000 
“extra copies of this document upon an indorse- 
ment by him of its great merits, and that.indorse- 
ment had been responded to here by gentlemen of 
the samé party—of that party who claimed to be 
the peculiar patrons of commerce and internal im- 
provements; but who have furnished: quite as 
strong evidence that they favor these objects as 
much for the advancement of political and partisan 
schemes as for the advancement and development 
of the interests of the country. 

There was another reason upon which Mr. McC. 
opposed the report of the committee: it was this, 
that under the contract system the cost of public 
printing was almost a waste of public money. The 
history of public printing was instructive upon the 
point of economy in that connection. Upon the | 
removal of the Government from Philadelphia to 
Washington, Mr. Duane was elected public printer. 
The system established by that election continued 
until about 1817, when it was substituted by the 
contract system, which continued until 1819, when 
it was rejected, repudiated as defective and un- 
worthy. In 1819 the prior system was restored in 
the election of Gales & Seaton, which was continued 
until about 1844, when, at the instance of an ex- 
member of Congress from Virginia, [Mr. Botts,] 
. law was passed requiring President Tyler to let 
the printing of the Executive by contract. This | 
movement originated, probably, in personal hos- 
tility to President Tyler. In 1846 the contract 
system was renewed, applying also to the printing 
of Congress, since which time it has been in op- | 
eration. And what of its operation? It is unde- 
niable that our printing has been wretchedly exe- 
cated —wretchêediy executed in manner and in re- 
gard to time. It often came too late for public use; 
and when it came, it came upon inferior paper and 
in inferior style. This had been predicted by 
skillful men in the first place, and it was now pre- 
dicted that the public printing executed under this 
system would have to be renewed in the course of 
a few years. The ink would spread and the im- 
pression fade and a reprint must be ordered. It 
probably would be economy to abolish the system 
at once—even at the expense of some $5,000, 
$10,000, or $15,000, paid as an indemnity, 

For the double reason, therefore, that the num- 
ber of the document proposed to be printed by the 
committee is innecessarily large, and that it would 
be a waste of public money to print so large a 
number under the contract system, he should vote 
for a reduction of the number. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, remarked that, 
as to the importance of this particular document, he í 
simply wished to say, that it certainly was of great 
importance to the commerce and navigating inter- 
ests of the country; that it was descriptive of sta- 
tistical information especially profitable to our com- 
mercial marine on the lakes or the ocean; that of 
his constituents but few had any direct interest in 
the matter, he being from an interior district, ex- | 
cept that general and diffused interest to fall upon 
all from a properous and enlarged trade, conducted | 
by good navigators, and sensibly conducted, be- 
cause of the full and accurate knowledge of the į 
extent, character, and multiplied articles of export 
and importinvolved inourcommerce. That knowl- 
edge, both asto navigation and imports and exports, | 
was of general interest. Besides, the committee only 
proposed what had for years been approved and 
ordered by the House, and, so far as he knew, ap- 
proved by the country. Toso much of remark ashad | 
been made by the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. | 
Evans] and the gentleman from Hlinois, [Mr. Me- | 
CLERNAND,}] he desired to respond and say, that | 
the contract for the printing was let to the lowest 
bidder, the bids made by specimen or description of | 


summated through the Clerk; the committee au- 
dited the accounts of the public printer, and had 
the power to curtail or dock his bilis if the docu- 
ment furnished or printing done was inferior to the 


type, &c., &c.; that the bond or contract was con- H 


contract stipulations. , The contract was made 


before the committee had anything to do with the 
matter. 

The proper way for the gentleman from.Mary- 
land to come at the matter was, if the committee 
did not sufficiently curtail or disallow, to, enforce a 
curtailment upon each inferior or bad job. The 
committee could not buy the paper or get the 
type—the contract was made and the power of the 
committee and House was the powerand penalty of 
curtailing or disallowing any item or charge on ac~ 
count of inferiority. But for the inferiority of the 
work the committee could in no way be responsi- 
ble. He (Mr. T.) admitted that the public printing” 
had been badly executed, very badly done; but this 
was rather of the system of letting to the lowest: 
bidder. If they took it too low, inferior materials 
and cheap work might save the contractor. Bad, 
however, as that work was, to the former contract- 
ors he understood it had. operated very hard. He 
believed that Wendell & Van Benthuysen, the for- 
mer worthy contractors, had now pending a peti- 
tion to be indemnified or remunerated for losses 
Sustained by them whilst contractors... The fault, 
if fault there was, was not in the action of the 
committee, but could only be remedied by abolish- 
ing the system of letting the public printing to the 
lowest bidder, and as under the law of 1819 estab- 
lishing rates for material, kind of type,&e. To 
abolish the contract system, establish such fair 
and liberal rates, and then elect a public printer, 
was the only remedy he knew. The committee 
could not .superintend the printing office ; and 
if there frequently, had not the skill so to direct 
the work as to remedy the defects alluded to. 
But of this, if such resolution were reported upon, 
he would, when reported upon, say more. He 
referred the gentlemen to the law of 1846, estab- 
lishing the system, and all pertaining to this busi+ 
ness. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, addressed the 
Chairman. 

A word of conversation took place between that 
gentleman and Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, 
of which nothing was audible to the reporter. 

Mr. HOUSTON rose to order, and inquired if 
debate was in order—if there was any question. 
before the House? ca 

The SPEAKER replied, that the report of the 
Committee on Printing was before the House, 
The Chair would state that it was not in order to 
discuss the contract system upon this report of the 
committee, although it had thus far been indulged“ 
by the House without objection. Now that ob- 
jection was made, the Chair decided that it was not 
in order. 

Mr. EVANS (still retaining the floor) said, if 
the gentleman from Delaware [Mr. Houston] had 
been in, he would probably have heard the report 
read, and known that there was something before 
the House. He had only risen to say, that instead 
of an expense of about $500, as estimated by the 
gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. MeWiture,] 
the binding of 10,000 copies, at 12 cents per copy, 
(as every gentleman saw at a glance,) would 
amount to $1,200. 

Mr. CONGER rose, and said he would move an 
amendment to the resolution reported by the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. McCLERNAND said he had intended, 
before he had taken his seat, to have submitted a 
motion to reduce the number of extra copies from 
10,000 to 5,000. He appealed to the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Concer] to allow him now 
to make that motion. 

Mr. CONGER said he preferred first to offer 
his amendment, and have it acted on. It was read, 
as follows: 

Add at the end of the resolution, as follows: 

“Provided, That the expense of binding do not exceed 
12} cents per copy.” 

Mr. CONGER said that in relation to thig 
amendment he desired to say a word. He said he 
had had some little experience in relation to this 
matter of binding while on the Committee on 
Printing during the last Congress, and his expe- 
rience had been sufficient to convince him that it 
was important to limit the price beyond which the 
committee should not go in their contract. ‘If the 
price was not limited, it was very likely to run up 
to fifteen or seventeen cents, though the committee 
had had assurances that it might be done for 


| twelve. If it could be done for the price reported 


by the committee, the limitation proposed could do 
no harm, while it might prevent extravagant exac- 
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tions after the House had ordered the binding. 
He therefore hoped the amendment would-be 
adopted. E N 

Mr. McCLERNAND said he would now, with 


the permission of the gentleman from New York, If 


move his proposition as an amendment to the 
amendment of the gentleman. ` 


The SPEAKER stated" that the amendment of | 


the gentleman from Hlinois [Mr. MeCiernanp] 
would not be in order-as an amendment to the 
amendment of the gentleman from New York, but 
could be offered after that amendment had been 
disposed of. . 

z The question was taken on the amendment of 
Mr, Conger, and decided in the affirmative. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. McCLERNAND now moved further to 
amend, by reducing the proposed number from 
10,000 to. 5,000. 

Mr. FULLER said, he hoped the motion of the 
gentleman from Hlinois would not prevail, to re- 
duce the number of copies recommendéd by the 
committee to be printed., Five thousand copies 
would give each member, for distribution, only 
about twenty. It was truly one of the most val- 
uable and important documents printed, and one 
in which my constituents take a deep interest. It 


affords gratifying evidence of the extent. of their | 


interests in commerce, and navigation, and ship- 
building. It also affords the evidence where the 


gentleman’s constituents find a market for their | 


agricultural produce, 

Mr. PHO&NIX was understood to inquire what 
was the number proposed by the report to be 
printed ? i 

The SPEAKER. Ten thousand. 

* Mr. PAŒNIX was understood to say that that 
number ought to be increased. It was a very 
important document. If ten thousand copies were 
published it would furnish each gentleman on this 
floor with but forty copies. He hoped the number 
would not be reduced. The document contained 
a vast deal of informihon which ought to.go to the 
country as well as to the seaport towns. The num- 
ber proposed was the usual number. | 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said: I shall 
vote in favor of the motion of the gentleman from 
Illinois to reduce the number of this document to 
5,000. I admit 10,000 has been the usual extra 
number printed. ‘Though this may be a yaluable 
commercial document, highly prized in ‘the dis- 
tricts along the seacoast where the great shipping 
interest lies, it loses nearly all of its interest to an 
interior people, an agricultural people. lt must 


he known to every old member of this House that į 


no inquiry is ever made for this document. No 


one of my constituents has ever inquired of me | 


for this document, and I think, therefore, they take 
no interest in these details of trade. They are 
content to take aggregates. It is only those en- 
gaged in commerce, in shipping, that look to de- 
tails; consequently, I have found that this docu- 
ment lies on hand. There is no desire to distri- 
bute it. Some to whom I might send it, when 
they find it only a book of figures, might take up 
the conception that I only sent it to them to puzzle 
their brains. ; 

{A voice said: “ Perhaps your constituents can- 
not read ?”’] 7 e 

Mr. T. My constituents need no defence for 
intelligence, and enterprise, and wealth. I doubt 


if they are surpassed by the constituency of any | 


member on this floor. Five thousand extra copies 
will give us something more than twenty to each, 
member. It is enough. i 

Again: We are beginning a new policy. We 
are now proposing to bind up these documents. 
In other words, we are about to begin the book- 
making business. a sr 
but it becomes a precedent, and I know if gentle- 
men would only look into the expenditures of this 
House, the extent of its contingent account, they 
would feel the necessity of some reform. Year 
after year this account has been on the increase, 


and now we open new books with the book-bind- | 


ers, and this, in my opinion, will-soon reach an 
amount equal to an enormous printing account. 
It is a proper time to consider this precedent ma- 
turely. And if we intend to bind up the docu- 
ments, unless in very special instances, let us re- 
duce the printing. As Lam willing to yield to the 
proposition to bind this document, I shall support 
the proposition of the gentleman from Illinois, to 


reduce the extra number one-half. For it is ap- 


The item here is a small one; || 


parent that the binding and the printing will cost 
nearly the same amount, so that 10,000 extra 
‘copies, without binding, will equal in. cost 5,000 
| with binding. J shall favor the-Jast amount the 
more especially and the more readily, because I 
believe that that sum will be a sufficient supply for 
the country. d 

Mr. CARTER said : I agree, Mr. Speaker, with 
the gentleman from Mississippi, in his professions 
of economy. He will find that all the votes I give 
upon this floor, as far as I am capable of judging 
their effect, will be directed to thatend. -But, sir, 
my judgment compeis me to differ widely from 
him, in the process of accomplishing the object. 
The resolution before the House proposes the 
publication of ten thousand copies of the report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury on commerce and 
| navigation, which will give about twenty copies 
to each district. The amendment of ‘the gen- 
ee ifrom Mississippi reduces the number to 

ve. 5 

„That the report is valuable, inasmuch as it 
gives the current history of the commerce of the 
republic, is conceded. ‘There isno department of 
business life that is not interested in it, whether 
agricultural, manufacturing, or commercial. 

But, sir, to the question of economy : I consider 
every line of information giving the current history 
of the different departments of the Government, 
and the different interests of the country as affected 
by its administration, as so many precepts of econ- 
omy. 

What gentleman is there upon this floor who 
doubts, ifa thorough practical history of the navy, 
with its abuses, (consuming, as it does, nearly one- 
|i third of the national treasure,) was laid before the 
| freemen of the Republic, that the expenditure 
|| would be cut down and-the abuses speedily cor- 
ii rected? How long would the idle hangers-on, 
i who give no other evidence of public service than 
|i the introduction of their hands into the public 
Treasury, and periodically drawing therefrom its 
|| contents to feed their excesses and reward their 
|| idleness, remain in the navy under the title of 
|| on leave of absence,” “ waiting orders,” &c.? 

li Sir, I look with more hope to the wide diffusion 
|| of political information, to correct the excesses and 
|; abuses of every department of the public service, 
(| and advance the business interests of the nation, 
i! than any other resource; and as Jong as Í continue 
of this judgment, 1 shall vote for this, and similar 
‘| purposes, liberally. 

|| Mr. HOUSTON said, that under the rule, the 
|| usual number of this document printed at every 
session of Congress was fourteen hundred, and 
the usual extra number was ten thousand. For 
his own part, he could see no reason for reducing 
the number, and he ‘hoped the amendment submit- 
ted by the honorable gentleman from Hlinois (Mr. 
McCuiernanp]} would not prevail. He was sur- 
prised to hear the honorable member from Missis- 
sippi [Mr. Tuompson] declare that it was a report 
in which his constituents took no interest whatever, 
|| and with which they had no desire to be supplied. 
He was the more surprised to hear this, because 
he conceived it was one of the most important and 
useful documents which eminated from any of the 
departments of the Government, and he did not 
know from what other source the constituents of 
i} the honorable member could derive information as 
to the annual export of the great staple of their 
| production, cotton, and the respective proportions 
i} in which it was taken by the different nations of 
[| the world. It was from this report, and this re- 
|} port alone, he believed, that the necessary facts and 
| statistics were to bederived on that important sub- 
i| ject, by the people of the State which the honorable 
member.in part represented, and certainly in this 
| aspect, if in no other, it was of the highest import- 
ii ance to the whole people of the South. But it was 
| not only in this aspect that it was important that 
this document should be printed in larger numbers 
| than was proposed by the gentleman from Mlinois. 
The information and statistics which it embodied 
were of the deepest importance to the people of the 
! whole country, and of every section of it, and for 
|| that reason it should be extensively circulated, or 
‘at least, be generally distributed among them. The 
|, subjects of which it treats, have a strong relation 
i! to every pursuit in the country, and exerted a 
| powerful influence for better or for worse, in 
| every branch of trade and industry carried on 
f amongst us. It was to this report we must look 
| for certain, intelligence and official information as 
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to the great subject of: our annual-exports and ims 
ports, and the general trade and commerce of the 
country with other parts of the world; and. inthis 
view of the matter the gentleman from Mississippi. 
could not fail to perceive how important it-was'to 
that system which they both’ advocated, thouzh 
with a material differerice of. opinion. as toits. de- 
tails—he meant the revenue system and.tariff pol- 
icy of the country. He would further remark in 
this connection, that he well remembered that, ‘in: 
the elaborate reports of the late Secretary of the 
Treasury, the most. important arguments whieh 
he advanced in support of his peculiar views on . 
this subject, were statistical facts and figures de- 
rived from this annual document; and whatever 
might be thought of the use which he had made 
of them, it was certain that no one could correctly 
understand that subject, or do justice to the con- 
sideration and discussion of it, without the aid of 
the facts and the intelligence which these reports 
furnish in regard to it. It was for these reasons 
that, on a previous day, he (Mr. FI.) propounded 
an inquiry to the Speaker, when this subject was 
before the House, whether it would-be in’ order to 
move an amendment for printing an increased. 
number of this document; and for the same rea- 
sons he hoped that the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Illinois would not prevail, but that. the 
House would order the printing of the extra nu- 
ber contemplated in the report 6f the committee. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, said: Mr. 
Speaker, in the promotion of a proper system of 
economy, in this. particular item, as well as in 
every other part of the public service, I am. per- 
fectly ready and willing at all times most heartily 
to unite. But I cannot concur with those gentle- 
men who are disposed to curtail the number of this 
document. i 

I was astonished to hear the gentleman from 
Mississippi proclaim that this document is of no 
interest to his constitùents. In my judgment it is ” 
one of the best and most important that could be 
sent to them. Its peculiar merit consists in the 
fact, that it is not a book of theories, speculations, 
or partisan reports of any kind. Ittsa book of 
facts and figures—containing the most important 
statistical information—giving a complete state- 
ment of all the commerce of this country with all | 
other parts ofthe world. This information, it seems 
to me, if it be important to any one, is peculiarly 
so to the constituents of the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi, and to mine. Whois more deeply inter- 
ested in it, than the cotton planters whose produc- 


oa 


tions enter so largely into the basis of the whole - 


commerce of the country? a ds 

Upon the information contained in such docu- 
ments as these, are constructed all intelligent. theo- 
ries of taxation and revenue in this Government. 
It is necessary toa fair and fuli understanding’ of 
the operation of the existing tariff, and to all relia- 
ble estimates or.conjectures as to its results in the 
future, and to the consequences of any. proposed. 
change. If our measures are not to be mere 
experiments without light—mere attempts at the 
establishment of a wise and salutary system of 
finances—this information is indispensable to the 
people, from whom, according to the theory of our 
government, all legislation proceeds. 

But, sir, a very simple statement will show that 
the number of copies proposed for this document, 
is by no means too large. Divide 10,000 among 
the thirty-four States and Territories,and you have 
less than 300 copies for each. Divide these again 
among the counties in.each State, and you will have 
less than five copies for each county. Í am sure my 
friend. from Mississippi could not have considered 
the purport of his remark, when the inference re- 
sults necessarily, that he could not find. five per- 
sons in each county of his district, who’would be 
interested in knowing the important facts contained 
in this document. Mygdlistrict is very similar to 
his, inhabited chiefly by cotton planters. I know 
I shail have no difficulty in disposing of the thirty 
or forty copies which may be assigned to me in 
the distribution, so as to make the information 
contained in them useful to the country. 

Mr. McCLERNAND (interrupting) said he 
understood the Senate had ordered the printing of 
10,000 extra copies of this document. This would 
give double the number which the gentleman from 
Tennessee estimated to each State and Territory, 

Mr. STANTON. ‘Then we have the example 
of the Senate in favor of the proposition of our 
committee, I think that body shows a just appre- 
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. ciation of its importance;. and.double.the number 
will not, in my judgment, -be too large. 

“Mr. THOMPSON, of. Mississippi, said he did 
: not wish to.depreciate. the document;-he knew that 
the people.at large looked at. the aggregate and not 
„atthe details. In that-respect, the constituents of 
the gentleman.. from Tennessee.and his.own were 


_alike, and the gentleman need claim. no- superiority} 


for his.. The details of these statistics. -were al- 
most-ẹxclusively interesting to the shipping .and 
commercial.interests. , a 3 : : 
Mr STANTON. 1. make .no.claim of superi- 
-ority.in-my.own constitueats. A simply say.that 
the.honorable.gentleman. misunderstands:them, as 
JI think he.does his. own, in.this.important.particu- 
Jar. Even if I believed, with the gentleman, that 
my.constituents feel no. interest.in the information 
contained .in this. document, l-should rather be dis- 
posed to encourage them to. acquire that interest. 
1 would at Jleast be inclined to give them the op- 
portunity:to look into the details of the commerce 
of the country, with the hope that they .would 
eventually .be-able.to.appreciate their Importance, 
and to make a.wise and patriotic use of them 

Lam.not sure, Mr. Speaker, that I heard.very 
distinctly what the gentleman from Ohio said in 
reference to the ‘paupers and vagabonds.in the 
navy of the United States.’ Nor can I see very 
clearly. how that remark.can be. appropriate to the 
discussion of the question now before the House. 
So far as the navy.is concerned, I apprehend there 
is every disposition on- both sides of the House to 
unite in any. practicable measure which will promote 
the economy of that important branch of the pub- 
lic service. For myself, lam free to acknowledge 
the existence of some abuses.in the naval.service, 
which, ought.to.be.corrected. .I.am ready.to per- 
form. my part in this work of reform. But, sir, I 

cannot. sit.quietly.and hear,any portion of the offi- 
cers of the navy. pronounced ‘ paupers, and vaga- 
bonds:”?” YI think I can say, and the assertion will 
meet the assent of.all who have any knowledgeon 
the subject, that as a class, there.is not tobe found 
on the globe a.more worthy, honorable, and gal- 
lant set of men than the officers of our navy. fn- 
dividual instances .of unworthiness may. possibly 
be found; and instances.may be found of men who 
have worn out their health and most of their lives 
in battling. with the waves. of the ocean, and the 
foes.of.the. country. These.men may not be active 
and efficient; but will the gentleman. be disposed to 
denounce them as “ vagabonds, and paupers,” and 
to cast them off from’ the bosom of the country 
they have faithfully defended? 

Mr. CARTER (Mr. S. yielding for explana- 
tion) disclaimed having intended any personal al- 
lusion. Nothing was further from his heart than 
to abuse old age or infirmity, especially where it 
was :hastened or caused by the public service, 
whether in military, naval, or civil life. It had not 
entered into his heartto do-it. It was premature old 
ageto which he had alluded—that class of men who 
were inducted into the public service, introduced 
to the public crib, and then disappeared—leaving 
no other evidence of service to the country than 
having their names placed upon the lists, and draw- 
ing their pay from the treasury. That was the 
class to which he hadalluded; and he could assure 
the talented chairman of the committee on the 
navy. [Mr. Sranron] (if he doubted it) that that 
class could be found. 


Mr. STANTON (resuming) said it was very: 


easy to make such charges against the navy: 

Mr..BROWN, of Mississippi, interposed with 
a point of order, and objected to this discussion in 
veferonee to the-navy as irrelevant and out of or- 

er. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
the discussion of that question is entirely out of 
order upon the proposition before the House. 

Mr. STANTON. Very well; I have nothing 
else to say upon the subject, then, except this, 
which [ am sure you will allow me to say, that 
in every practicable mode of economy with refer- 
ence to this branch of the public service } shall cor- 
dially unite with the gentleman from Ohio, whether 
to reduce the expenditures, or to rid the country 
of “ vagabonds,” if there be any such in the navy. 

Mr. BOCOCK said, he thought this subject had- 
been sufficiently discussed for its importance, and 
in order to economize the public time (as economy 
. Seemed to be the order of the day) he would move 
the previous question. 

“And there wasa second. 


| G- Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, | 


| cessary toa choice. 105, of which 


And.the main question was ordered to be now 
taken. ; : ee 

Which main question was, first, on the motion 
of Mr. .McCiernanp.to strike out ‘ten’? and in- 
sert “five,” (so as to .print five thousand .extra 
copies instead of ten.) ; 

The question was taken, and the amendment, 
was rejected. : 

And then ‘the resolution, as amended, was 
adopted.. 


+ 


WHITNEY’S PROJECT. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, rose.and asked 
leave to present. certain joint resolutions of the 
Legislature of Pennsylvania in.relation to the plan 

.of Mr. ‘Whitney for the construction of.a railroad 
to the -Pacific. 

Objections were made. 

So the.resolutions were not received. 

OFFICERS OF THE HOUSE. 

The SPEAKER. The business before the 
House is the execution of the order of the House 
relating to the election of its officers; and, first, of 
a Doorkeeper. 

The tellers, Messrs. NEWELL, ALBERTSON, i 
Hampron, and ‘Venasie, resumed their seats at 
the Clerk’s desk. : 

Mr. NEWELL withdrew the name of Mr. 
Horner as a candidate. 

Mr. SCHENCK said, thatat the special request 
of Mr. Tufts, he would withdraw his name as a í 
candidate. i 

Mr. CARTER withdrew the name of Mr. Wol- 
cott, 

The roll.was then called—being the sixth time. 
The tellers- reported that 212 votes had been taken; | 
necessary to a choice 107; of which i 

Mr. J.J. Randolph received...........-.98 | 

Mr. Christopher Cole... .......0........92 

Mr. William Q. Flood... cesses cece eee lb 

Mr. Servitus Tufts. ......c.cceseeee eens 5 

Mr. Charles Stewart. ......ccececeeeeeee Í 
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The following is the vote in detail: 

For Mr. Randolph—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, 
Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, 
Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, 
E. C. Cabell, J. P. Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, Clark, 
Clingman, Cole, Conrad, Corwin, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, 
Duer, Dunean, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, 
.Freedley, Gentry, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Hatlo- 
way, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Henry, Hilliard. Houston, 
Howe, James L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. 
King, James G. King, Marshall, Matteson, McGaughey, Me- 
Kissock, Finis E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, 
Morton, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Owen, Phoenix, 
Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, 
Rumsey, Sackett, Sebenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, 
Seddon, Shepperd, Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, Stanly, 
Alexander H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, John B. | 
Thompson, Tharman, Underhill, Vinton, Watkins, White, 
Williams, Wilson, and Winthrop. 

for Mr. Cole—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
Bayly, Beale, Bingham, Booth, Boyd, A. G. Brown, W. J. 
-Brown, Buel, Burt, J. Cable, G. A. Caldwell, Carter, Cleve- 
land, H. Cobb, Coicock, Daniel, Disney, Doty, Dunham, 
Durkee, Edmundson, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gorman, Green, | 
Hackett, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, I. | 


Hoagland, Howard, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, 
Julian, Kaufman, Preston King, La Sére, Leffler, Littlefield, 
Job Mann, McClernand, McDonald, McDowell, McLana- |; 
han, R. M. McLane, McMullen, MeWillie, Miller, Millson, ; 
Morris, Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, Peastee, Peck, Pheips, || 
Potter, Richardson, Robbins,. Robinson,-Ross, Savage, Saw- 
telle, F. P. Stanton, R. H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweet- 
ser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, William 
Thompson, Walden, Waldo, Welborn, Whittlesey, Wil- 
drick, Wilmot, Wood, Woodward, and Young. 

For Mr. Filood—Messrs. Bissell, Bocock, Bowden, W. R. 
W. Cobb, Ewing, Featherston, Gilmore, Holliday, Inge, |) 
Jones, Mason, McQueen, Meade, Powell, Venable, Wal- : 
lace, and Hubbard. : 

For Mr. Tufts—Messrs. Campbell, Crowell, Hunter, i 
Horace Mann, and Tuck. tf 

For Mr. Stewart—Mr. Root. | 

No choice. jl 

Mr. BISSELL withdrew the name of Mr.. Flood | 
as a candidate; and ii 

Mr. McMULLEN nomimated E. B. Robinson, :! 
of Virginia; then withdrew his name. | 

The roll was then called the seventh time. The: 
tellers reported that 209 votes had been cast; ne- | 


Mr. Randolph-received...........000056.97 
Mr. Coles. 5 6.5 reas enasi ike anaes .95 |; 
Mr. Parker. ... 2.2.00 ae || 
Mr. Stewart. .cccssccccccccecnesecesee sd if 
Mra Talis: e oenen rt ogsa nes iadesi 004d 
Mr. Foot........ 


| ted by the Democratic party. 


i ry, Gilmore, Gorman, Hamilton 


The. following is the vote.in detail : 


‘For Mr. Randolph—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, 
Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, 
Briggs,.Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. Buter, 
E. Carrington Cabell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, 
Chandler, Clark, Clingman, Cole, Conrad, Corwin, Deberry, 
Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, A. Evans, Nathan Evans, 
Fowler, Freediey, Gentry, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, 
Halloway, Hampton, .Hay, Haymond, Henry, Hilliard, 
Houston, Howe, James L. Johuson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, 
George G. King, James G. King, Marshall, Matteson, Me- 
Gaughey, McKissock, Finis E..MeLeun, Meacham, Moore, 


‘Morehead, Morton, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, 


Owen, Phenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, 
Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, 
Schooleraft, Seddon, Shepperd, Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, 
Stanly, A.:H. Stephens, T, Stevens, Taylor, Jobn B. Thomp- 
son, Thurman, Underhill, Vinton, Watkins, White, Williains, 
and Winthrop. 

For Mr, Cole—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
Bayly, Beale, Bingham, Booth, Bowdon, .Boyd, Albert G. 
Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, J. Cable, George A. 
Caldwell, Carter, Cleveland, Howell Cobb, Colcock, Daniel, 
Disney, Doty, Dunham, Durkee, Edmundson, Ewing, Fitch, 
Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hall, Hamilton, 
Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, San:pson 
W. Harris, Thomas Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holliday, 
Howard, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Julian, 
Kaufman, Preston King, La Sére, Leffler, Littlefield, Job 
Mann, McClernand, McDonald, McLanahan, Robert M, Me- 
Lane, McMullen, Me Willie, Meade, Miller, Millson, Morris, 
Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Potter, 
Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, 
R. H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, ‘Thomas, Jacob 
Thompson, James Thompson, William Thompson, Venable, 
Walden, Waldo, Weliborn, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wilmot, 
Wood, and Young. 

For Mr. Parker—Messrs. W. R. W. Cobb, Hubbard, Me- 
Queen, Powell, Wallace, Jones, and Bocock. 

For Mr. Stewart—Messrs. Featherston, Mason, F. P, 
Stanton, Bissell, and Root. 

For Mr. Tufts—Messrs. Campbell, Crowell, H. Mann, 
and Tuck. 

For Mr. Foot--Mr. Hunter. 


No choice, Š 


Mr. McCLERNAND said he had shown his 
willingness to vote for all the candidates nomina- 
It seemed that 
neither of them was acceptable toa majority. If 
he had reason to believe that any one was so, he 
would continue to vote forehim. Heshould now 
nominate an old officer of this House,a gentleman 
who, he believed, would: be acceptable on all sides, 
He nominated Charles W. Stewart. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, said the gentleman 
from Ilinois was mistaken. He had-not yet voted 
for Mr. Parker, of Illinois, who was a most suitable 
man fog the place. . 

Mr. McCLERNAND was understood to say 
that he did not know whether he had or not. 

. The-roll was then called the eighth time. The 
tellers reported that 209 votes had been cast; ne- 
cessary to a choice 105; of which 

Mr. Randolph received..............++100 


Mr COG oie ors aia serenadi Sibi einai Cae 1D 
Mr, Stewart. ....cesesscoee redoa eed 
Mr. Parker. ......eesee sees etsera 6 
Mr: Tufte ad caes.s. sueis ensume aerated 
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The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Randolph—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, 
Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck 
Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, C. Butler, Thomas B. Butler, B. C. 
Cabell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Chand- 
ler, Clark, Clingman, Cole, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, De- 
berry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Dunean, Alexander Evans, 
Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, 


| Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Henry, Hil- 


liard, Houston, Howe, Jaimes L. Johnson, Kerr, D. P, King, 
George G. King, James G. King, Horace Mann, Marshall, 


| Matteson, McGaughey, McKissock, F. E, McLean, Meach- 


ain, Moore, Morehead, Morton, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, Otis, 
Outlaw, Owen, Phenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, 
Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Seher- 
merhorn, Schoolcraft, Seddon, Shepperd, Silvester, Spald- 
ing, Sprague, Stanly, Alexander H. Stephens, Thaddeus 
Stevens, Taylor, Jobn. B. Thompson, Thurman, Taek, Un- 
derhill, Vinton, Watkins, White, Williams, and Winthrop, 

For Mr. Cole—Messts. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bayly, 
Beale, Bingham, Booth, Bowlin, Boyd, W. J. Brown, Buel, 
Joseph Cable, G. A. Caldwell, Carter, Cleveland, Howell 
Cobb, Disney, Doty, Dunham, Durkee, Ewing, Fitch, Ger- 

; , Harlan, Isham G. Harris, 
Hibbard. Hoagland, Holiday, Howard, Andrew Johnson, 
Julian, Kaufman, Preston King, La Xére, Lefiter, Litthefield, 
Job Mann, McDonald, MeDowell, McLanahan, Robert M. 
McLane, McMullen, MeWillic, Meade, Miller, Monis, 


Morse, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Potter, Rich- 
,, ardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Sawtelle, Richard H. 


Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweerser, Thomas, James Thomp- 
son, William Thompson, Walden, Waldo, Whittlesey, 


| Wildrick, Wilmot, Wood, and Young. 


For Mr. Stewart-—Messrs, Bay, Bissell, Bocock, Bowdon, 
A. G. Brown, Burt, Colcock, Daniel, Edmundson, Feath- 
erston, Fuller, Green, Hail, Hammond, Haralson, Sampson 
W. Harris, R. W. Johason, Jones, Mason, McClernand, 
Milson, Savage, Frederick P. Stanton, Jacob. Thompson, 


-Root, Weliborn, and Woodward. 


1850. 


LOBE. 


For Mr. Parker—Messrs. W. R W. Cobb, Hubbard, M ; 
Queen, Powell, Wallace, and T; É. Harris, R 


No choice. 3 


Mr. McCLERNAND said he had nominated 
Charles Stewart upon his.own responsibility. -He 
desires his name to be withdrawn. 
therefore withdraw.it. . ne 

Mr. SCHENCK said that, at:the request.of the 
gentleman, he would withdraw thename of Mr. 
Randolph; and would -beg leave -to re:nominate 
Mr. Horner, the present.Doorkeeper. ~ 

Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, nominated Z. 
McKnew, of the District of Columbia. 

_ Mr. BUEL nominated. H.-H. Heath, of Mich- 
igan, as a candidate. - 

Mr. RICHARDSON said he would -not vote 
wheh'the roll “was again ‘called. -He-had. paired 
off with Mr. Tuompson, of Kentucky. 

The roll was called the ninth time. The tellers. 
reported that 207 votes ‘had been cast; necessary 
toachoice 104; of which 

‘Mr. Horner received.......eceecseeee esl Ol 

Mr. Cole...cceceeccce 
, Mr. Parker......--- 

Mr. McKnew... 
Mr. Heath ........6. 

Mr. E.-B. Robinson. 


The following is the vote in detail: 

‘For Mr. Horer—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, 
-Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Al- 
bert J. Brown, Burrows, Chester Butler, I’. B. Buter, E. C. 
Cabell, Joseph. P; Catdwell, Calvin; Campbell; Casey, Chand- 
ler, Clark, Clingman, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, 
Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, A. Evans, 
N. Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grin- 
nell, Halioway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Henry, Hilliard, 
Houston, Howe, Hunter, James L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. 
King, George G. King, James G. King, Horace Mann, Mar- 
shall, Matteson, McGaughey, McKissock, F. E.. McLean, 
Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Morton, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, 
Otis, Outlaw, Pheenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, : Reynolds, 
‘Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Scher- 
merhorn, Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Silvester, Spalding, 
Sprague, Stanly, Thad. Stevens, Taylor, Thurman, Tuck, 
‘Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, Williains, 
“Wilson, and Winthrop. 

For Mr. Cole—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
Bayly, Beale, Bingham, Booth, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, 
Wiliam J. Brown, Burt, Joseph Cable, Carter, Cleveland, 
Howell Cobb, Colcock, Daniel, Disney, Doty, Dunham, Dur- 
kee, Edmundson, Ewing, Fitch, Fuiler, Gerry, Gilmore, Gor- 
man, Green, Hall, Hamilton, Harlan, I. G. Harris, S. W. 
‘Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, ‘Holliday, Howard, A. Johnson, 
Robert W. Johnson, Julian, Kaufinan, Prestou King, La 
Sere, Leffier, Littlefield, Job Mann, McClernand, MeDon- 
ald, McDowell, McLanahan, R. M. McLane, Meade, Mil- 
ler, Millson, Mortis, Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, 
Peck, Phetps, Potter, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, 
‘Sawtelle, Frederick P. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, 
Thomas,. Jacob ‘Thompson, James ‘Thompson, William 
‘Thompson, Venable, Walden, Waido, Welibom, Whittte- 
sey, Wildrick, Wilmot, Wood, and Young. 

For Mr. Parker—Messrs. Bissell, W. R. W. Cobb, Feath- 
erston, T. L. Harris, Jones, MeQueen, Powell, ‘Seddon, 
Wallace, Bocock, and Hubbard. 

For Mr. McKnew—Messrs. G. A. Caldwell, Mason, and 
R. H. Stanton. 

For Mr. Heath—Mr. Buel, * 

For Mr. E. B. Robinson—Mr. MeMullen. 


No choice. 

Mr. STANLY rose and said, he begged leave 
to re-nominate Mr. Stewart, the gentleman who 
'wasnominated this morning. Let us.see (said Mr. 
S.) if we cannot compromise upon him. 
Mr. GORMAN alsore-nominated Charles Stew- 
art. 

Mr. HOAGLAND nominated Charles L. Wel-. 
ler, of Ohio, but subsequently withdrew his name. 

Mr. McMULLEN re-nominated E. B. Robin- 
son, of Virginia, but subsequently withdrew his 
name. 

Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, withdrew 
the name of Mr. McKnew. 

Mr. BISSELL re-nominated Wm. G. Flood, of 
Illinois, but subsequently withdrew his name. 

Mr. CARTER moved that the House adjourn. 

The question was taken and the vote stood—ayes 
66, noes 83. f 

Mr. CARTER asked the yeas and nays; which 
were refused. 

And the question having 
House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. CARTER moved that there be a call of the 
House, but withdrew the motion. 

The roll was then called the tenth time. 

After the roll had been called through, a great 
many changes of votes took place, and changes 
back again; and much excitement pervaded the 


‘Hall. 


been then taken, the 


He would: 


Mr. SCHENCK rose and was understood to 
say, that some changes had been made on account 
of-certain- charges brought against one of the can- 
didates, (Mr. Tufts.) He (Mr. S.) was-authorized: 
to pronounce these charges ‘false. ; 

Loud calls to order.] . : 

Mr, PRESTON KING was -addressing.a re- 
“mark to the Chair when she was interrupted by 
ealls to order. : 

The SPEAKER interposed to order, 

r. GORMAN said that.as:the gentleman-from 
‘Ohio [Mr. Sogencx] had been ‘allowed ‘to make 
his remarks, he (Mr. G.) demanded also to be 
heard. 

‘{Loud:cries: ‘*Order?’—and ‘Leave’’.} 

‘Mr. PRESTON KING said, if ‘there was 
anything in relation to the character of either of 
these candidates which was not known to ‘the 
‘House, he thought it was proper that it should be 
Stated. 

[Renewed calls to order.] , 

The SPEAKER. No remarks are in order now 
except under a suspension of the rules, 

[Calls: ‘ Suspend the rules.” j 

The SPEAKER (continuing.) And. the House 
cannot suspend the rules to-day. Hence, unani- 
mous consent will be required. 

[Cries óf ‘‘ Leave—leave.’’] 

Many objections were made. 

The result of the vote was then announced as 
follows: 
| Mr. Tufts received... cesses ese veer ence ID 
Mr. BIEWart ee soscseveseoesoesseone oee. J6 
Mr. Wright ..... 
Mr. Weller suseso ceccesccecses l 
Mr. Randolph... . EET N 
Mr. Colds Sa dinceetisawscieece abet aa 
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The following is the votein detail: 


For Mr. Tufts—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, ‘Anderson, 

Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, 
“Briggs, Brooks,. Burrows, Chester Butler, Thos. B. Butler, 
Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, 
Clark, Clingman, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, 
Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Durkee, Alexander 
Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Giddings, Gott, 
| Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hen- 
ry, Houston, Nowe ‘Hunter, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George 
G. King, James G. King, Preston King, Horace Mann, Mar- 
shall, Matteson, McDonald, McGaughey, Mc Kissoek, Finis 
| E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Nelson, Newell, 
Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Phenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Rey- 
nolds, ‘Risley, Rockwell, ‘Root, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, 
Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Silvester, 
Spalding, Sprague, Stanly, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, Thur- 
man, Tuck, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, 
Wilson, and Winthrop. 

For Mr. Stewart—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bocock,' Bowdon, : Bowlin, ‘Boyd, Al- 
bert G: Brown, . William. J: Brown, Buel, Burt, E< C.: Cabell, 
Jos. Cable, George A. Caldwell, Carter, Cleveland, Howell, 
Cobb, W., R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Daniel, Doty, Edmundson, 
Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hall, 

~Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, Isham G., Harris, Sampson 
W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, Hihiard, Hoagland, 
Holliday Howard, Hubbard, Andrew Johnson, J. L. John- 
son, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La Sere, Leffler, 
Lituefield, Job Mann, Mason, MeClernand, McDowell, Me- 
Lanahan, Robert M. McLane, McMullen, McQueen, Mc- 
Willic, Meade, Miller, Millson, Morse, Orr, Parker, Peas- 
lee, Phelps, Potter, Powell, Robbins, Robinson, ‘Ross, Sav- 
‘age, Sawtelle, Seddon, Richard H. Stanton, Alexander. H. 
Stephens, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob. T homp- 
son, James Thompson, William Thompson, Venable, Wal- 
-den, Waldo, Wallace, Wellbora, Whittlesey, Wildrick, 
Woodward, and Young. 
For Mr. Wright—Messrs. Olds, Peck 
Bingham, Booth, Dunham, Wilmot, and b 
-For Mr. Randolph—Mr. Morton, 
| For Mr. Weller—Mr. Disney. 
i For Mr. Cole—Mr. Julian. 


[At one time, pending the changes upon the roll, 
Mr. Tufts was elected. Subsequently, Mr. Stewart | 
was elected. Finally, in consequence of changes 
to Mr. Wright, there was no election. It was so 
declared by the Speaker.] 

On motion, the House then adjourned till to- 
morrow at twelve o’clock. 


Morris, Wood, 
arlan. 


PETITIONS, &C. 
The following petitions were presented and re- 
ferred under the rule : 


By Mr. ROSE: The memorial of J. W. Swift, praying 
that he may be granted a pension. Referred to the Com- 
-mittee on Invalid: Pensions. $ 

By Mr. HOWE: The petition of John Siggins, and 73 
others, citizens of the county of Venango, Peunsyivania, 
asking for a change in post route No. 1677, in said county. 
Referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
; Roads. 
| Also, the petition of Nathan. Evans, and.80 others, citizens 


| of Clarion county, Pennsylvania, asking fora change in the {} 


tariff Ja Ws, nd-an increase of duties.upon certain articles, 
‘Referred to'the Committee of'Ways-and Means. >> ` 
-By Mr“ BROWN, of Mississippi: : Phe.petition-of: the re. 
gister and receiver of:the land. office at-W ashi ngton; Missis- 
.Sippi, praying. compensation for extra services by -them:per- 
formed. Reterred ty the Committee on Public Lantis.. 

By Mr. ‘GITTUEPIELD: ‘The memoriat ‘of Jom- Néat 
‘and-others,'o the State of Maine, praying fonindemnity for 
French -spoliaticns. prior .to.the year 1800, Referred tothe 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, ee : 
__ By Mr: MANN, of Pennsylvania: The petition of James 
‘Johnston, A. "Montgomiery, and,55 others, citizens of -Penn~ 
‘sylvania, for a mail ‘route from :Eiderton, in Armstrong 
county, via South Bend, West Lebanon, and Clarksburg, to 
Blairsville, in Indiana county, Pennsylvania. Referred to 
) the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. = 007 

Also, the petition of Geonard ‘Nicum, David.Evans;.and 
140 others, citizens .of Bedford.county, Pennsylvania, pray- 
ing ance pholish the office of Chaplajn,.and refrain 

Jégislavion on religious .subjects. 
Committee onthe Judiciary. E A id me 

By Mr. MORTON: The petition of Margaret: Wiliams, 
fora pension, as the-heir-at-law and next-of kin òf Captain 
John Williams, who fell in an action in September, 1812, 
at Davis’s Creek. ‘Referred to the Committee on tnvalid 
Pensions, z 

‘By Mr. CONGER: The. petition of 8. J. Bowen, asking. 
pay for-his services as clerk in the. Second Auditor’s office. 

Also, th® petition of S.J. Bowen, asking con)pensation 
for his services asa clerk in the office of the Third Auditor, 

By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of- Henry Newberry 
and 100 others, citizens of Cuyahoga Falls, Sunmmit.county, 
Ohio, praying for a uniform rate of postage of two cents. 
Referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 

oads. i 

By Mr MORSE: The petition of A. 'T? Speneer, and a 
large number-of other persons,: praying Congress to: take.the 
necessary steps to have certain remnants of Indian iribes 
therein mentioned, removed without the jimits.of -Louisi- 
ana. Referréd to thé Committee on Indian Affairs: “= 

By My. WHITE: ‘lhe petition of William Farnam and 
other citizens of Mechanicsville, New ‘York, praying:for a 
uniform rate of postage. Referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. : 

‘By Mr. SCHERMERHORN: The petition of Amos 
Knapp, for an invalid pension. Referred to the Committee 
„on Invatid Pensions, 

By Mr.. KING, of Massachusetts: The petition of Lem- 
uel Vinal, Nathaniel! ‘Vinal, Debbey Vinal, and Elizabeth 
Stetson, brothers-and sisters, the original. claimants on the 
United States for indemnification for French spoliations 
prior to the year 180). Referred to the Committee .on 
Foreign Affairs. 


IN. SENATE, 
‘Tuurspay, January 17, 3850. ° 


Mr. MILLER presented the petition of licensees, 
under the patent right of Thomas Blanchard, ofa 
machine for turning irregular forms, asking to be 
| protected against foreign violations of the said 

patent right; which was referred to the Committee 

on the Judiciary. Z . 

Mr. SEWARD presented the petition of citi- 
zens of Utica, in the State of New York, asking 
a reduction of the rates of postage; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post’Office and 
Post Roads. : > : 

Mr. GREENE presented the petition of Mary 
‘MacRae, widow of an army. officer,:asking a re- 
newal of her pension; which was referred to ‘the ' 
Committee on Pensions 

Mr. COOPER presented a memorial of editors 
of newspapers. in the State of Pennsylvania, assem- 
bled at Harrisburg, asking that newspapers may 
be exempt from postage within the limits of the 
Congressional district where published; which was 
referred to the’ Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. ; 

_Also, two memorials from citizens df Pennsyl- 
vania, asking the construction of ice-harbors in the 
Delaware river; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Also, a memoria! of citizens of Union county, 
Pennsylvania, asking*a modification of, the tariff, 
and the imposition of specific duties in lieu of ad 
valorem; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. : f 

Also, the petition of John Tettermay and others, 
asking indemnity for French spoliations prior to 
1800; which was referred to the select committee. 

Mr. SMITH presented the memorial of Wm. 
|G. Lockwood and others, asking indemnity for 
| French spoliations pridr:to 1800; which was re- 
ferred to the select. committee. in ; 

Mr. BELL presented. several petitions, all nu- 
| merously signed, one. from citizens of New Or- 
| leans, Louisiana, one from masters.and officers of 
| steamboats-on the Ohio river, one from insurance 
companies and citizens of Louisville generally, one 
i from citizens of Christian county, Kentucky, three 
“from citizens of Lexington, Caldwell, and Trigg 
counties, Kentucky, one from. marine and insu- 
rance companies and other cilizens of Nashville, 
in the State of Tennessee, urging an appropriation 
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For the repair of the dam at Cumberland Island, in 
the Ohio river; all of which several petitions were 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. DA WSON presented the petition of Ebene- 
zer P. Rogers, heir of John Caldwell, asking in- 
demnity. for French spoliations prior to 1800; 
which was referred to the select committee. 

Mr, CASS presented the petition of John Kears- 
ley and other surviving officers of the last war 
with Great Britain, strongly urging upon Congress 
thé justice of allowing them bounty lands; which 
was referred to the Committee on: Military Affairs.. 

Mr. FELCH. submitted. additional. documents 
relating to the claim of John Anderson; which 

. was referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented the petition of 
Nancy G. Van Rensselaer, widow of a revolution- 
ary officer, asking to be allowed an increase of 
pension; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. ~ 

Mr. FOOTE presented the memorial of William 
E. Asquith, asking to be restored to his rank in 
the army, from which he was dismissed’ under the 
sentence of a court-martial, which he alleges was 
rendered contrary to law. g 

He moved its reference to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, suggested that the 
memorial should go to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

Mr. FOOTE moved its reference to that com- 
mittee. G 

Mr. BUTLER. Whatis the memorial? Wil 
my friend state? 

Mr. FOOTE repeated his statement of the ob- 
ject ofthe memorial. A 

Mr. BUTLER. The Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, 1 would observe, have quite as much as they 
can attend to already on their hands. My friend 
behind me, the chairman of the Committee on 
Military Affairs, would be able to dispatch the 
matter much more quickly than we of the Judi- 
ciary Committee can do. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. It was at my sug- 
gestion that my honorable colleague moved the 
reference of the memorial to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and Í will state to the honorable chair- 


man of that committee and to the Senate, that this | 


case has. already been before the Committee on 
Military Affairs. Jt involves a question of law, 
and { think it would be rather unfair to the me- 
morialist, knowing what the decision will prob- 
ably be if referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to send the memorial again before that 
committee. I will state that the memorialist in- 
troduced the subject to me some time since, and 
as there was a question of law jnvolved in it, be- 


yond my legal knowledge, I preferred that it should | 
then be sent to the Committee on the Judiciary, |; 


where all great legal questions may be best deci- 
ded. lam altogether averseto having the memo- 
rial again sent to us, it having been—at least I 


suppose it is the same memorial—already once be- | 


fore the Committee on Military Affairs. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair would 
like to be informed what reference the gentleman 
who introduced the memorial wishes should be 
given to it? 

Mr. FOOTE. I moved the reference, at the 
suggestion of my colleague, to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. BUTLER. I think there is a mistake pre- 
vailing in this body. The idea seems to be en- 
tertained that all questions of law must go before 
the Judiciary Committee, ‘There are questions of 
law arising on many subjects which may be deter- 
mined by gentlemen belonging to other committees 
questions the consideration of which does not 
necessarily belong to the Judiciary Committee. I 
presume there are a number of lawyers on the 
Military as: well as on the Judiciary Committee, 
and all incidental legal questions that arise may be 
determined by them. The honorable chairman of 
that committee [Mr. Davis] himself has sufficient 


decide this question; and the very fact of this case | 


having been heretofore considered by him, gives 
him a great advantage over the members of the 
Judiciary Committee, who have not heretofore ex- 
amined the case. However, out of delicacy to 
him, and only upon that ground, I accept the re- 
ference to the Judiciary Cominittee. 

The memorial was referred to the Judiciary 
Committee accordingly. 


i 
q 


On motion by Mr. PHELPS, 


Ordered, That the. petition of Stevens and Eliason and 
| others, on the ‘files of the Senate, relating to the subject of 
foreign violations of the patent right of Thomas Blanchard, 
be reterred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


On motion by Mr. BELL, 

Ordered, That the memorial of the legal representatives 
of Wm. Armstrong, on the fites of the Senate, be referred 
to the Committee on Indians Affairs, 


“On motion by Mr. PEARCE, z 
Ordered, That the petition of Martin Fenwick, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Ciais. 
On motion by Mr. SOULE, 


Ordered, That the memorial of Mrs. Carmick, widow of 
Daniel Carmick, on the files of the Senate, be referred to 
| the Conffhittee on Naval Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. YULEEH, 


Ordered, That the petition of Robert Butler, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. : : 


On motion by Mr. JONES, 

Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the files 
the petition of David McDuttie. 

On motion by Mr. BRIGHT, 


Ordered, That the representatives of Franeis Vigo have 
leave to withdraw their petition and papers. 


On motion by Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, 
Ordered, ‘That so much of the President’s message as re- 
; lates to Military Affairs be referred to the Committee on 
| Military Affairs. 
| On motion by Mr. DICKINSON, 

Ordered, That so much of the President’s message as 
relates to the finances be referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 


BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 


Mr. BELL, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill to provide for the 
repair and improvement of the dam at the head of 
Cumberland Island, in the Ohio river; which was 
read a first and second time by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BRIGHT, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to establish 
| ports of entry and delivery at Madison and New 
| Albany, Indiana, and for other purposes; which 
was read a first and second time by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

’ Mr. BADGER asked and obtained the unani- 
| mous consent of the Senate to introduce a bill for 
| the relief of the legal representatives of Francis 
| Nash; which was read a first and second time by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

| Mr. JONES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
| to which was referred the petition of John Le Roy, 
: reported a bill for his relief, accompanied by a re- 
; port, which was ordered to be printed. 

| _ Also, from the same committee, asked to be dis- 
| charged from the further consideration of the peti- 
| tion of David Grass; which was agreed to. ` 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


| Mr. SEBASTIAN gave notice that he would 

|| to-morrow, or at an early day thereafter, ask leave 

; to introduce a bill to provide for the construction 
and employment of snag-boats in the removal of 

; obstructions to the navigation of the Mississippi 

! river and its principal tributaries. 

On motion by Mr. BRIGHT, 


| 

| 

i 

f 

| Resolved, Thatthe Cominittee ou Pensions be instructed 
i to inquire into the expediency of allowing a pension to 
| Bridget Riley, widow of Jobn P, Ritey, late a private soldier 
| in the fifth regiment of Indiana volunteers. ; 
| 

| 

i 

| 

i 

i 


On motion by Mr. TURNEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
| Roads inquire into the expediency of establishing a post 
| route from Altamont, Grundy county, Tennessee, to Win- 
| chester, in said State, via Hockerville. 

On motion by Mr. JONES, 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 


li Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 


|i lishing a route from Savannah, Illinois, via Sabula, in 
; Iowa; thence through the townships of Union, Yan Buren, 
| Fairfield, and the town of Andrew, in Jackson county, to 


A > : Cascade, iu Dub unty. 
legal knowledge and aptitude, I have no doubt, to | 7 1u Dubuque County 


| APPOINTMENTS IN CALIFORNIA. 
| Mr. SMITH. There are onthe table several 
i resolutions calling for information from the De- 


partments. I suppose they will not lead to any 
debate. 


I had the honor to submit to the Senate 


: the other day two resolutions of this kind, and m 


| friend from New York [Mr. Dicxryson] also sub- 
| mitted one or more. Í am desirous that they 
| should be taken up andadopted. I will move that 


they be taken up in the order in which they have 
been offered. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. This. can only be 
done by the unanimous consent of the Senate. If 
there be no objection the resolutions referred to 
will be now taken up in the order in which they 
were presented for consideration, The Chair hears 
no objection. The resolutions will be read. 

The first resolution in order-—the one that was 
first offered—is that relating to California. lt was 
read by the Secretary as follows: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States he re- 
quested to inform the Senate, as early as practicable, wheth- 
er any person has been by him appointed civil or military 
Governor of California since the 4th day of March last; and, 
if so, who has so been appointed, and what compensation 
has been allowed him. 

Also, that he be requested to inform the Senate whether 
any agent has been appointed hy the Executive, or any of 
the Departments of the Government, and sent to California 
with instructions or authority to organize a State Govern- 
ment for that Territory, or to aid and advise the people with- 
in its limits in such organization. 

And further, that he be requested to inform the Senate 
how the delegates recently assembled in California, calling 
themselves a Convention, were elected ; by whom the qnal- 
ifieations of the voters were fixed and determined; what 
those qualifications were; and by what law the time, places, 
and manner of holding said election was regulated. 

And further, that he be requested to inform the Senate 
whether any census of the inhabitants of said Territory has 
been taken; and, if so, by what law, and under what au- 
thority. 

And further, that he be requested to communicate to the 
Senate all orders, (written or verbal,) instructions, or cor- 
respondence, by the preceding Administration or the present 
Administration, with any person as civil or military Govern- 
or of California, or as agent on the part of the United States 
Governmentin California. 

And further, that he be requested to inform the Senate 
whether any steps have been taken by the Executive, or any 
Department of the Government, to assemble a Convention in 
New Mexico for the purpose of adopting a constitution and 
making application for admission into the Union ; and, if sa, 
that he be requested to communicate to the Senate all 
orders, instructions, and papers in relation thereto. 

And further, that he be requested to inform the Senate 
upon what ground he bases the opinion expressed in his 
Annual Message of December 4, 1849, that the people of 
New Mexico will §*at no very distant period present them- 
selves for admission into the Union.?? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. When this resolu- 
tion was before under consideration, the Senator 
from New Jersey moved to strike out so much of 
it as will now be read: ~ i 

“ And further, that he be requested to inform the Senate 
upon what ground he bases the opinion expressed in his 
Annual Message of December 4, 1849, that the people of 
New Mexico will ‘at no very distant period present them- 
selves for admission into the Union.’ ” 


Mr. CLEMENS. I stated the other day that I 
thought it probable that the information called for 
by this resolution would be furnished in answer 
to the resolution which has been adopted by the 
House of Representatives. If this should be the 
case, it would be unnecessary to adopt this reso- 
lution; and I thought it better therefore to wait 
and see the answer to that inquiry. Asitis prob- 
able that we shall have an opportunity of knowing 
what that answer is in a very short time, I will 
move that the resolution be laid upon the table for 
the present. ; 

oe Senators. Let it be passed by inform- 
ally. 

Mr. DOUGLAS, I hope this resolution will 
not be passed by. . 

The VICE PRESIDENT. A motion has been 
made to lay it upon the table. . 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I hope the gentleman will 
withdraw his motion. 

The motion was withdrawn. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I trust the resolution will-be 
adopted. If theanswer made to the House cover 
the entire subject, it will be a very small affair—a 
matter of very little difficulty to send a copy of it 
tous. I apprehend, however, that this resolution 
goes further than the resolution of the House; that 
itcalls for further information than is called for by 
the resolution of the House; and I desire all the 
information that can be had upon this subject. I 
have seen in the newspapers of the country, or 
some portions of the country, that the Adminis- 
tration have adopted measures that were calcu- 
lated to coerce the people of California in their free 
action in forming a State government. If it be 
true that any power of coercion, either civil or 
military, has beenused by the Administration, soas 
to prevent the people from the free exercise of the 
elective franchise, or the'free decision of any ques- 
tion affecting their constitution, the people of the 
United States are entitled to know that fact—the 
Senate is entitled to know that fact. I desire, sir, 
that this call, in the most searching manner in 
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which it can be adopted, shall be adopted, so that 


we may have all the facts upon the subject... If it 
be untrue that the Administration have used any 
such power or’ means, it is due to them that this 
call should be adopted; that a response should be 
had, in order that the country may know that they 
have not used any such means. I think it due 
alike to the country and to the Administration that 
these rumors should be set at rest, either by show- 
ing their truth, or by showing that they have no 
foundation in trath. $ 

I hope this resolution will be adopted—adopted 
now, in order that we may. have a speedy answer, 
and know what has been done on the subject. 

Mr. SMITH. As I intimated to the Senate in 
making this motion, l desired to bring before the 
Senate such resolutions as would excite no debate. 
I am very sorry that the honorable Senator from 
Hlinois should insist upon the consideration of this 
resolution at this time. Ifthe resolution is adopted 
at all, it certainly, as it strikes me, ought to un- 
dergo very considerable modifications, and the 
subject will be likely to engross the entire attention 
of the Senate during the morning hour. But I 


desire to state, for the information of the honora- } 


ble Senator and of the Senate, that I understand 
from a source of information upon which I can 
rely, that a most explicit communication has been 
made to the House of Representatives on this en- 
tire subject, and that the President and heads of 
Departments have been so particular as to commu- 
nicate copies of every single scrap or scrawl thatis 
to be found inthe archivesrelating to this subject, so 
that the honorable Senator will probably learn and 
be fully satisfied as to the truth of what I regard 
to bea most unfounded imputation on the President 
and the present Administration, And I venture 
to state further, that when these papers come be- 


fore the public the honorable gentleman will learn į 
that the celebrated proclamation that was issued | 


by Gen. Riley, upon the basis of which this Con- 
vention was authorized, was issued under the au- 
thority of the last Administration, and not under 
the authority or by any instructions that were 
given by the present Administration. 

E do not wish, Mr. President, to occupy the 
time of the Senate in discussing this subject; but 
I think the honorable gentleman, before he ventured 
to introduce into this body imputations upon the 
President and the present Administration, should 
have waited until the papers came before Con- 
gress; and I think that the course which the hon- 
orable gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Ciemens] 
proposes to take in reference to this subject is en- 
tirely right and proper. I understand that these 
papers are exceedingly voluminous; so much so 
that when printed they will probably make an 
entire octavo volume; and: for the Senate to make 
another call, and compel the heads of Depart- 
ments and their subordinates to copy all these 
papers over again, when they are already in the 
hands of the House of Representatives, and are to 
be printed at the expense of the Government, and 
a copy, according to the practice of Congress, to 
be laid before every Senator, wouid seem to me to 


be a most unnecessary consumption of the time of | 
the officers in the various Departments, as well | 


as an unnecessary expense to the Government, 
Without, therefore, Mr. President, occupying any 
more of the time of the Senate on this subject, and 
with a view to the consideration of a subject which 
I feel assured will not give occasion to debate, and 
in conformity with what seems to be the desire of 
è the Senator from Alabama, I wish to move to Jay 
this resolution for the present on the table; and if, 
when the papers come in, there is not a most full 
and perfect response to every reasonable interrog- 
atorys and a complete answer to even any un- 
founded suspicions in which he may see fit to 
indulge with regard to the course of the Adminis- 
tion, 1 will then most cheerfully unite with him in 
making afresh demand, 
I move to lay the resolution on the table. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I hope the Senator will with- 
draw the motion for a moment, in order to allow 
me an opportunity to say only a word or two in 


reply. 


, 12 : 


| Jet us see whether this foul calumny against the 


| equally willing to show their hands on this subject, | 


‘las it was oply, 


| the charge is unfounded against both, and as a 
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Mr. SMITH. Certainly. 
. Mr. DOUGLAS. I made no charge; I made 
no insinuation of improper conduct against this 
Administration. I merely referred to the fact, | 
which is well known to the country—which is 
well known to every Senator here—that the news- 
paper press throughout the country has been dis- 
cussing this question, and that imputations are 
nade against the Administration for improper 
interference to coerce public opinion, and suppress 
its free expression in California. I know not 
whether these charges are true or not. I have 
seen no evidence that justifies the belief that they 
are true. And for the sake of the country I hope 
that, when the disclosure is made, I shall not then 
find any evidence to justify this imputation upon 
the Administration. But, sir, the champion of 
the Administration makes, to my mind, a curious 
exhibition here. He tells us in advance that it is 
a foul calumny upon the Administration, and then 
asks the Senate not to adopt the resolution, He 
goes further; he says that the proclamation under 
which this enormity is said to have taken place 
was issued by General Riley under the orders of 
the late Administration.. Thus, according to his 
own language, imputing what, if false, would be 
a foul calumny against the administration of Mr. 
Polk; and which, if trae, he, as an enemy of that 
Administration, should be the first to call forth 
and exhibit to the world. I therefore, as a friend 
of the last Administration, call upon the Senate to 


administration of Mr. Polk is true. `I call on the 
opponents of that Administration to do us the 
justice to test the truth of these charges that are 
made against the administration of Mr. Polk. 
And Icall on the friends of the administration of 
Mr. Polk to come forward and help me redeem 
his character and that of his administration against 
those calumnies. And [call on the friends of the ad- 
ministration of Gen. Taylor to show themselves | 


and let the broad light of the sun shine upon the | 
transactions of the present and the late Administra- 
tions alike. Sir, it will not do to hide, to cover up 
this matter under the pretext of economy—that it is 
going to cost a few dollars to pay the clerks for 
copying the papers. Sir, is not the vindication of | 
this republican Government against the foul charge 

of improper interference to suppress public opinion 

and to corrupt the elective franchise of sufficient 

importance to justify the spending of a few dollars 

more in paying for the copying of papers? We 

spend money for copying papers and for printing 

documents upon other subjects—upon subjects 

which do not involve principles so dear and so 

sacred as this. 

Sir, this is a charge that affects the country, that 
affects the character of republican government; 
one that is calculated, if true, to fix a stigma upon 
our whole system of government—the charge that 
two Administrations under a form of government 
that lives and moves and has its being only by the 
freedom of elections, have by fraud, by military 
force, by improper coercion, destroyed the free 
exercise of the elective franchise, coerced a people 
to form a constitution for themselves, under. which 
they are to live, of which they themselves do not | 
approve, with a view of bringing them in under | 
such constitution into the Union, and thereby evade 
responsibility in the settlement of the agitating 
question of slavery. The charge has now become 
more serious, because now it is made directly 
against the late administration of Mr. Polk, where- 
by the newspaper press, made 


against the present Administration. I hope, sir, 


friend of the one, and an opponent of the other, I | 
challenge the ifivestigation, in order to let the 
world see whether it is true against either. I know | 
the Democrats are ready to meet this charge against 
the late Administration, and we shall see whether 
there is a Whig on this floor who is afraid to raise 
the curtain as to the present. 

Mr. SMITH. With regard to raising the cur- 
tain, all I have to say is, that it has already. been 
raised once, and whether the honorable Senator 
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will be able to see any. more clearly by havin, 
another effort made to raise it, isa matter in regard 
to which itis very difficult for me to form an opin- 
ion.. f have not said, Mr. President, that the 
proclamation issued by General Riley was improp- 
er. Ihave not said that anything done by him 
while acting under the authority of the late Ad- 
ministration was in the slightest degree reprehen- 
sible. I have cast no imputations whatever on the 
late Administration, but I have stated broadly the 
fact to the Senate, which I repeat, that when the 
honorable Senator comes to examine these papers, 
which are now, or rather copies of them, inthe hands 
of the Houge of Representatives, he will find that 
that proclamation was issued by General Riley 
while acting under the instructions and by the 
authority of the last Administration, and before 
he had received any instructions whatever from 
the present Administration. I did not say, sir, or 
if I used langyage that implied the idea, I did not 
mean to say, that the late Administration gave 
General Riley any special instructions on the sub- 
ject. Ido not know but that he acted on his own 
responsibility. I do not know what are the facts 
in relation to that matter. Nor shall I stand here 
on the present occasion for the purpose of discuss- 
ing the propriety of his conduct. I have a most 
clear and decided opinion upon that subject. I 
would be the last man in this. body to say that T 
believe that he acted illegally or improperly in any 
respect, or that the conduct pursued by him was 
intended as a coercion of the people of California; 
but what I do say is, that the proclamation that 
was issued by an officer of this Government, acting, 
if I mistake not, not only as military commander, 
but also as civil Governor of California, was issued. 
by that officer when acting under an appointment 
conferred upon him by. the late Administration. I 
do not say by the special orders or directions of 
the late President of the United States, but acting 
upon that authority, and before he received any 
instructions from the present Administration. 
Therefore, the responsibility of that proclamation 
cannot be charged upon the President and present 
Executive ofthe country. ~ 

This is all that I say in relation to this subject, 
and all that I desireto say; but what I characterize ` 
as a calumny, and I think justly, is the suggestion 
of the honorable Senator, that the present Admin- 
istration has taken measures to coerce the people 
of California into certain measures in relation to 
this subject. S 

The honorable Senator says that he does not 
make any charge of this character. I am. very 
glad that he docs not; but he mentioned here, in 
the presence of the Senate of the United States, 
and before the American people, that such: foul 
calumnigs are in circulation, which, by the way, 
have never fallen under my notice—that the pres- 
ent Administration had resorted to some measures 
of coercion in order to secure the organization of 
a government in California. I am not about to 
enter on the discussion of this question premature- 
ly; and therefore I will not say what judgment I 
have formed or which the Senate ought to form in 
relation to this entire matter. 1 will leave that till 
we have the question before us in relation to the 
admission of California into the Union, provided 
the people of that country shall appear here witha 
constitution and solicit admission into the Union 
at the hands of the two Houses of Congress. 
When the question comes before us we shall bave 
this entire subject for debate, and we shail: then 
learn how far the late Administration, and how 
far General Riley, acting under the authority of 
the late or the present Administration, are respon- 
sible for any improper conduct or usurpation in 
relation to this matter. f 

Now, it is to me a- matter of thë most-profound 
indifference what is done in regard to this resolu- 
tion. If the honorable Senator’s investigation of 
the subject will be aided at all by having all these 
papers copied and printed again, after the honor- 
able Senator has received one copy from the House 
of Representatives; if he can be aided, or enlight- 
ened, or receive any information by having another 
copy of the same papers; if it is the opinion of the 
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Senate that that would be the best way of carry- 
ing on the business of the Senate and of the coun- 
try, I will maké no complaint. But as the object 
of the honorable Senator from New York and my- 
self was to procure the consideration of certain 
resolutions which I suppose will give rise to no 
debate, and as -this resolution certainly ought to 
undergo. some modification—for, sir, there are 
clauses in it which I presume the honorable Sena- 
tor from Alabama himself, on some little consider- 
ation, will not require to be retained—I will move, 
in order to give time to the honorable Senator from 
Alabama and other. members of this body, to give 
-thè matter more mature consideration, to lay the 
resolution on the table. 
“ Mr. DOUGLAS. | I hope the honorable gen- 
tleman will'withdraw that motion for a word of 
explanation. í 

Mr. SMITH assented. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The matter now has assumed 
a more tangible shape than it did before, for we 
have an explanation which I understand to be by 
authority. T 

Mr. SMITH. No, sir. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. “Then if not by authority, I 
do not know wherein or how the Senator from 
Connecticut [Mr. Surri] is authorized to say that 
this Administration had given no orders to Gen- 
eral Riley until after the date of that proclamation. 

Mr. SMITH. I said that no orders had reached 
him. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I do not know where he got 
his authority for saying that no orders had reached 
him, because I know of no one who could know 
that fact but General Riley himself and the Ad- 
ministration in correspondence with General Ri- 
Jey. I do not know either how the Senator from 
Connecticut was authorized to say that the 
Administration have sent to the other House a 
copy of every letter, dispatch, scrap, or word that 
the Administration has written-and sent upon this 
subject, unless he spoke by the authority of the 
Administration. I do not expect the Senator from 
Connecticut to avow in so many words that he 
stands upon this floor as the duly authorized and 
accredited leader of General Taylor’s Administra- 
tion, to speak for them. Such, sir, has not been 
the custom of Administrations when they deputize 
leaders to spéak for them upon the floor of Con- 
gifess. In general, those leaders, when so ac- 
credited, if rumor be generally true as to their 
course of proceeding, have not been in the habit 
of speaking so boldly and emphatically as the 


Senator from Connecticut has now spoken, when. 


he says that every word, every scrap, every 

» letter, and every fact connected with this matter, 
has been copied by the Administration and sent to 
the House of Representatives. How does he 
know it? Is there a man in the country—is there 
a man in either House, who has yet seen this 
communication to the House of- Representatives? 
Į undertake to say that no man has had an oppor- 
tunity of seeing it. If the Senator from Connect- 
icut has seen this document—if he has seen these 
letters, papers, and these scraps, he saw them be- 
fore they were communicated to Congress; he saw 
them in confidence; he has been admitted where I 
am excluded; he is informed whilst we are kept 
in the dark, both upon this point and upon the 
time of sending instructions to Gencral Riley, and 
of the reception of these instructions by General 
Riley. 

He, therefore, being enlightened on this subject, 
and I being here groping in the dark, I submit to 
him whether it is fair that he should move to lay 
the resolution upon the table and suppress debate; to 
keep me in darkness whilst he pours out light in 
twinkling rays, that may serve to bolster up the 
Administration, and I am deprived of the opportu- 
nity of seeing whether, if the whole flood of light 
was poured forth, it would not give a different face 
to the subject? I therefore submit to him, whether 
he, who is the accredited leader—he, who has been 
behind the curtain—he, who speaks by authority, 
has a right to come forward here and deny to us 
any proof or explanation, and then move to sup- 
press and stifle this call upon the Administration? 
i deny, sir, that it is proper; and, what makes me 
more tenacious on this point is the fact, which he 
has already given forth, that he opposes this reso- 
lution because it will have to be modified in many 
respects, as many of the interrogatories are inap- 
propriate, and in relation to other portions of the 
Fegolution the style must be changed, and that this 


| in its character; it is one which could not well be 


will take the whole morning hour to go through 
with. Ah, sir, is he enough behind the curtain to 
see that this resolution of the Senator from Alabama 
is better drawn than the one of the House of Rep- 
resentatives; that this one cannot be answered 
without letting out all the secrets; that this one 
goes a little further than that; and just to the extent | 
that this one goes. beyond the resolution of the 
House it must be modified, and, the additional in- 
formation that it would procure must be sup- 
presseti? To the extent only of the resolution of ; 
the other House, it may be answered. Sir, if there 
has been any special pleading by the Admiaistra- | 
tion in this answer to the House of Representa- 


tives; if it purports to be a full answer, and at the | 


same time would not be a full answer to this, Ì 
want to adopt this, so as to make the answer a full 
one, and to include all those particulars that may 
be omitted in the answer to the other; and, from 
the fact that this must undergo modification, that | 
some of these inquiries. must- be stricken out, it 
would raise the inference that there had been spe- | 
cial pleading, with mental reservation, in the an- 
swer to the other House, which this resolution, if 
adopted in its present shape, would drag forth to 
the light, with all the deformities charged upon į 
lt. | 
Why, sir, I begin to apprehend now that there | 
may be something in this matter, TI tell the Sen- 
ator from Connecticut frankly, that when I com- : 


picion that the answering of this resolution would |; 


implicate the Administration. I desired to vindi- 
cate the present and late Administrations and our 


republican institutions; but, sir, the course of the || 
accredited agent of the Administration gives ground |! 


for apprehension that there is some dark transac- i 
tion hidden here, that these extra inquiries in this 
resolution, if answered fully, would bring to light. | 
For this reason, sir, I do not desire the resolution 
modified; I do not desire it curtailed; I wish an 
answer to the whole. If this matter has all been | 
right, the Administration will stand vindicated be- | 
fore the country; if it has been wrong, the country | 
has a right to know it, and, for one, I am deter- | 
mined to help to bring it to light. I think, sir, | 
that it is due to the people of California—due to | 
“the people of the United States—due to the present | 


Administration—due to the late Administration— | 


due to our republican institutions—that such a 


stigma, or the suspicion of such a stigma, should | 


not rest upon them. 

Mr. CLAY. I really, sir, have no wish to in- 
terfere in this contest between the two honorable 
Senators—the Senator from Connecticut and the 
Senator from Ilinois. 

It seems to me to be a pretty equal combat; for, 
if the honorable Senator from Connecticut has the 
advantage in size, as he certainly has, the honora- 
ble Senator from Illinois has undoubtedly greatly 
the advantage in position, and makes up by that 
for any difference there may be in point of size 
between the two Senators. 

But, really, I have not risen for the purpose of 
discussing the matter. I would like to know from 
both the honorable Senators whether this is the 
state of the case: That a resolution has passed the 
Flouse of Representatives calling for certain inform- 


ation; that the information has been communi- | 


cated, but has not yet been made public, and laid 
before us; that this resolution calls for precisely 
the same information which the resolution of the 


House has called for; and without waiting to see || 


whether the answer will supply what is wanting 
or not, it is proposed to pass this, and thus sub- 
ject the Executive Department to double labor in 
copying the same papers twice. Now, is this the 


Mr. DOUGLAS. Without referring to the play- į 


fact? ; |i 
ful remark of the honorable Senator from Ken- | 


tucky, I will answer his inquiry by saying that I 
do not understand that to be the fact. I understand 
that there wasa resolution introduced in the House | 
of Representatives, calling for information on the 
same subject-matter that is embraced in the reso- 


i 
-i 
i 


|! am inclined to think that I am as much responsible 


lution of the honorable Senator from Alabama, | 
which was introduced about the same time here. 
The resolution of the honorable Senator is framed 


interrogatories; the resolution is more searching ; 


evaded, even if the disposition to evade’such in- 
quiry exists, which E think is not the case. But | 


no answer can be obtained which will be satisfac- |] 


tory until we get.an answer to the interrogatories 
contained in this resolution. anon Í f 

Mr. CLAY. Well, Í beg Teave to suggest to 
the honorable Senator, with the most perfect good 
nature, courtesy, and kindness—and f have no 
other feeling towards any Senator—whether he 
had not better wait until the call of the House is 
answered, and I promise him, for one, that, if the 
communication, when published as made to the 
House, shall be found insufficient, or shall be found 
not to comprehend all that the gentleman desires, 
i Iwill with pleasure go with him for obtaining ad~- 
ditional information. i 

Now, it seems to me that, if they cover similar 
though not precisely the same ground, it would be 
better to pause, to wait until the communication 
| comes to us, and nat needlessly impose upon the 
| Department a repetition of the same labor. If the 
Senator will consent to wait until we see what-in~ 
formation has been communicated to the House, 
and that information prove to be insufficient, I will 
| with much pleasure ‘coneur with him in taking up 
| the subject and passing a resolution asking for ad- 
ditional information. 

I beg leave to add a single remark, and it is, 
that, if there has been this Executive interference 
in California to produce a premature birth of æ 
State and a constitution, why, I think my worthy 


, friend from Hlinois, instead of censuring this Ad- 


( ; | ministration, ought to be profoundly grateful for 
menced this morning I had not a shadow of sus- | 


its liberality; for, if I understand aright, it has 
produced a Democratic child. It isan event which 
the honorable Senator cannot fail to hail with 
pleasure; for certainly, if interference on the part. 
of the present Executive in California had produced 
this result, I suppose the honorable Senator wilh 
admit that it would have been desired by them 
that the child should. have borne some other 
name. f 

Mr. DOUGLAS. For the very reason that the 
distinguished Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Cuay} 
has just given, to wit, that this new child called 
California is a Democratic child, I was clearly of 
opinion that this Administration would not claim 
the paternity of it; and hence} was unwilling to 
believe the rumor that I saw floating about through 
the press, that this Administration had coerced the 
people of California into the formation of a consti- 
tution; and, sir, | was unwilling to believe that 
there was anything but what they would be will- 
ing to bring to light at once, in order that we might 
sce if they had acted fairly or not. Why, sir, É 


for inviting the people of California into this Union 
| as the Administration, inasmuch as 1 brought for- 
ward a bill at the last session, the first that ever 
proposed to admit California into the Union asa 


j State, and I am now willing to avow that, from the 


specimen I have seen of the California constitu- 
tion, and especially from the complexion of the 
elections that have taken place under it, ] am in- 
clined to claim that the paternity belongs to me 
rather than to Gen. Taylor; and as the Senator, 
therefore, will compel me to let the secret out, my 
object is to vindicate the character of this child, 
which I believe to be my own, against such scan- 
dal as the Senator from Connecticut is attempting 
to inflict upon it. That, sir, I must confess, was 
one of my objects in drawing out this information. 
Another was this: I knew that, if I would wait 
until the answer to the House of Representatives 
should come in, and it was not satisfactory, the 
Senator from Kentucky would vote for a further 
inquiry. T believe I know that Senator well 
enough to know that he has no desire and no mo~ 
tive for concealment upon this or any other point; 
i bat, sir, “ J] have practised law too long in trials of 
i criminal cases’’—I use a quotation—*‘ to show my 
evidence and my case to the opposite counsel first, 
and then allow them to procure new testimony to 
rebut it.” I know, sir, that, even in private ® 
claims, we object to withdrawing evidence after it 
has been found insufficient for the purpose; we ob- 
ject to allow parties to swear a little harder to see 
| if they cannot make out a case. Ido not believe 
| that this Administration would vary the testimony 
they would send to us after they knew our objec- 


dhe : |! tions to the first; but, sir, I do not wish to set 
in different language, and contains more extended /: 


them that example, or to subject them to that 
temptation. 1 would be unwilling to call forth the 
first answer, examine it, object to this part, take 
exception to that, and then ask them to goron and 
make further developments. -After we have ac- 
quired the whole facts, let us make our comments 
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upon them. Ido not wish to take a case up in 
piecemeal; give us the whole. i 

And, sir, what serious objection has been yrged 
against these resolutions? The expense. of copy- 
ing a few papers! It is the first time in this body 
that so much time has been’ occupied about the 
paltry expense -of copying and printing a few pa- 
pers. There must’ be something behind besides 
the expense, otherwise gentlemen would not be so 
anxious to procrastinate and put off the question. | 
However, I submit the question. [I have no more 
to say, except that I think these transactions ought 
to be brought to light, and I will vote to adopt the 
resolution now. 

Mr. FOOTE. I rise only to offer a few observ- | 
ations; nor. should I utter one word upon the || 
point under consideration but for the fact that the 
Senator from Connecticut (Mr. Smiru}-has thought 
proper to suggest, if not accuse, the late Adminis- 
tration of being more or less to blame for aught of | 
evil that may be apparent’in the existing govern- 
mental organization of California. Ia relation to 

_this charge I know—not perhaps as much as the 
honorable Senator from Connecticut appears to 
know of the present condition of things—but a 
good deal, and enough to satisfy my mind that 
whatever has taken place in California of evil—if 
evil has occurred there—the Jate Administration 
is notresponsible for it. I cannot reconcile it, sir, 
to my sense of duty as a member of the Democratic || 
party-—-[ cannot reconcile it to my sense of duty 
to the illustrious dead, traduced in our hearing 
this day, to permit, if I can prevent it, the innuendo | 
from going abroad without being accompanied by 
an ample vindication. 

With a single other observation I will close these 
brief remarks. The honorable Senator from Con- 
necticut, who seems to be sufficiently well informed 
abouta great variety of matters, has disavowed all 
knowledge of the material facts, upon the presumed 
existence of which this resolution has been brought 
into the Senate. Well, sir, although he may have 
scrutinized this subject in many of its bearings, it 
is most obvious that he has not looked into it in 
allits aspects. I will state to him a few facts, not | 
for the purpose`of imparting knowledge, but for 
the purpose cf simply reviving in his recollection | 
what he must have seen in all the public news- | 

apers of the country of extended circulation that | 

have met with, or most of them, from the New || 
York Herald down.. And the first of these facts 
is, that ail which has been charged in the course 
of the present debate against the existing Adminis- 
tration has been published in the most intelligible | 
form all over the country, and has been to a con- 
siderable extent a subject of general remark in all 
public places. How it happens that the honor- 
able Senator finds it in his power now to declare 
that he has never been informed heretofore of 
the existence of such a charge, Í confess myself 
wholly unable to understand. I had heretofore 
recognized the honorable gentleman as a regular 
and diligent reader of newspapers, and should have 
supposed it hardly possible that he should have 
failed to see it published in many of the now lead- 
ing gazettes of the Union, as most certainly I did, 
that a member of the California Convention itself 
[Mr. Botts] rose up in his place, just at that pre- 
cise moment when General Riley vacatgd the 
chair in the Convention, which he had continued 
to occupy during its whole session, and said, in 
substance, that he felt authorized to state the fact 

‘that coercive power had been employed to bring 
about the state of things then existing in Califor- 
nia, and that the constitution then about to be 
adopted had been forced upon the people of Cal- 
ifornia. He charged further that orders had been 
given, in the most solemn and imposing man- 
ner, by the powers at Washington, that unless 
such constitution as was adopted should be to |) 
the taste of certain high personages here—perhaps | 
including the honorable Senator from Connecticut, | 
(for he may have admonished them on the subject 
by a circular for aught I know)—unless such con- | 
stitution were adopted as would be suited to the taste 
of distinguished gentlemen in Washington, (in- 
cluding the President and his Cabinet,) the whole | 
influence of the Executive would be thrown against | 
the admission of California as a sovereign States | 
and that, on the contrary, in the event of such con- | 
stitution as should prove agreeable being adopted, 
then that influence would be exerted, through all | 
legitimate modes, for the purpose of bringing Cali- |) 
fornia into the Union asa sovereign State. i 


H 


| that would prostrate any administration. I feel 


| able Senator from Connecticut, I should be willing 


‘as if gentlemen of the Whig party in the Sen- 


Now, I hope the honorable Senator from Gon- 
neBticut does not impute to me any disposition to 
impute anything to the Administration or himself. 
Notatall. Istate to hima fact that he was bound 
to-know—a fact that has been published, and which 
must be disproved, or else this Administration will 
remain unvindicated. I state a fact which must 
be explained; in relation to which this Administra- 
tion must be defended, else it must suffer in public 
estimation. And here] must say that E am rather 
disposed to sympathize with the Administration in 
reference to these matters. I am rather disposed 
to uphold than to condemn it; for, sir, it is unfor- 
tunate that those gentlemen who take upon them- 
selves the leadership on behalfof the Administration 
inthis hall seem not to inform themselves of the 
material facts which they are bound to know before 
they can completely, skillfully, and successfully 
perform their duties. From the beginning of the 
session until this time there has been a blundering 
advocacy of this Administration ; a sort of advo- 
cacy that is decidedly damning; a sort of advocacy 


for it. I condole with it. I feet for the honor of 
the American republic when the President and his | 
Cabinet can only be defended in the mode which 
has heretofore been adupted by those who have 
been his chief vindicators, neverincluding of course 
the distinguished Senator from Kentucky and those 
gentlemen on the other side of the Chamber, who, 
from feelings of modesty, or considerations of pol- 
icy, or other reasons equally potential, have ap- 
parently declined any prominent connection with 
the vindication from time to time of the Adminis- 
tion, which has been attempted by others. 

I again say, sir, but for the imputation cast upon 
the Administration of President Polk by the honor- 


that the resolution should be passed by for the 
present; but, inasmuch as that imputation has 
been indulged, I should not feel that I had per- | 
formed my duty to the illustrious dead, whase 
Administration has now terminated, and to the 
Democratic party whose principles [ revere, and 
to whose cause I am devoted, if I failed to urge 
as I have done—notwithstanding the physical 
indisposition which is oppressing me—earnestly, 
although perchance tediously, upon the Senate the 
propriety of immediate action on the resolution 
now before us. 
Mr. DAWSON. 
this discussion; but it is due to the Administration 
—it is due to the country—it is due to otirselves, 


bama, that there was any such intention. Well, 
this morning this resolution, -having been: reached 
in the order of business, was again. taken.up, and 
the Senator. from. Connecticut rose and .madeto 
the Senator from Alabama the same. suggestion 
that was made by myself a few days since. ` The 
Senator from Alabama—a Democratie Senator—- 
the author of these resolutions,*rose in. his place 
and said, Mr. President, suffer these resolutions.to 
lie over.. He made the motion himself; perhaps it 
was not heard by the Senator from IHinois. 

Mr. FOOTE. I must say I did not hear it. 

Mr. DAWSON. Yes, sir; I presumed it 
was a mistake. I saw that the horses had gone 
off before the drum tap. The Senator from Hli- 
nois has made very grave charges, though Ido 
not think they were intended; but certain it is he 
used language that conveyed charges. He called 
on Senators to aid him in bringing to light some- 
thing which he intimated there was an attempt to 
conceal. Now, I call upon the gentleman to say 
whether there has been a single occurrence in this 
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and I am sure it never did tomy friend from -Alas 


body that would justify the making of such an - 


imputation, and allowing it to go to the country? 
‘If there was any Senator, Whig or Democrat, who 
attempted to cover up. or conceal any act of Presi- 
dent Taylor, is there one here who would justify 
it? And yet, mark now, that by the reports that 
go to the country.to-morrow. morning, the country 
will be overran by the idea that the Whig Sena- 
tors endeavored to cover over or conceal the acts 
of General Taylor. General Taylor would be 
incapable of making such a requisition of any 
honorable man, and no honorable man would suf- 
fer it to be made of him by General Taylor. And 
yet the charge was made, and it applies more di- 
rectly to me, because of the conversation that took 
place between the honorable Senator from Ala- 
bama and myself on Monday. And yet the hon- 
orable Senator from Ilinois calls upon one party in 
this body to bring something to light which he 
represents it is attempted to conceal. Well, sir, 
there is not a Senator on this floor who believes 
that there has been any attempt at concealment. 
Now, sir, I shall vote for this resolution, and 


| my friend from Alabama knew that I would. His 


motive and mine in relation to this investigation is 


| the same; his desires and mine-are the same; and I 
‘| am glad to hear the Senator from Illinois concur, 


I do notdesire to enter into | 


though he claims the paternity of the State of 
California. I must suggest here that it was a 
tremendous offspring, and I thought it. was too 
large to have been begotten by him; but I may be 


that the facts should be presented so that they 
may be properly judged of. It is always exceed- 
ingly unpleasant, sir, to hear gentlemen on either 
side make imputations that are calculated to injure 
any member of this body. My honorable friend 
from Illinois has denounced here this morning the 
language of Senators. He called upon Senators ou 
the other side of the house to help him in bringing 
to light something which he intimated Senators on 
this side desired to conceal; making an allegation 


ate of the United States intended or attempted 
to conceal any political act of this Administration 
or of their own. ‘That is the allegation. Thatthey 
desire to cover up. To cover up what? Now let 
me give out to the country—Senators understand 
it very well—that our body has become a theatre 
for electioneering purposes; it may do some good | 
to the country. My honorable friend from Ala- 
bama presented this resolution; he did it with the | 
proper feeling—-a feeling which I appreciate and į 
respect. A similar set of resolutions were pre-; 
sented in the other branch of Congress, published 
in the newspapers, and seen by us all. They 
were adopted in the other branch; and on Monday 
morning, when these resolutions came up in their || 
order, I rose in my place and spoke over to my | 
friend, the Democratic Senator from Alabama, 
and suggested to him that the similarity of the į 
resolutions might dispense with a reply to both by | 
the Executive Department. He very politely and 
cleverly acquiesced in the suggestion, and, said he, 
we will Jet them pass by until we see what reply || 
is given to the resolutions of the other House. || 
The resolutions were according laid upon the table, | 


| 
f 


and there they remained, sir, until this morning. | 
Isthere any Executive interference here? Has there 
been any Whig Senator who sought to conceal | 
any act, or to cover up any transaction, in order 
to support the present Administration, or to throw. 
adium upon the past? It never occurred?toe mej- 


mistaken. I do not know how the thing was 
brought about. : Pye 

My only object in rising was to place before the 
Senate and the country the true position at least 
that Í occupy in relation to the resolutions. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I must be permitted to thank 
the Senator from Georgia for the very interesting 
lecttire he has thought proper to favor me with 
this morning in regard to the manner of conducting 
a debate, in the parallel that he.has drawn between 
the conduct of the honorable Senator from Alaba- 
ma and myself. The honorable Senator has be- 
stowed upon me a very animated lecture, convey- 
ing the imputation that I had violated the decorum 
of debate with the avowed object of vindicating 
the decorum of debate. -Not declaring it in so 
many words, but conveying that idea by implica- 
tion. How, sir, does he sustain that innuendo? 
He refers to the word calumny. He knows, or 
ought to know, that his friend, the acknowledged 
organ of the Administration here, has used the 
word. 

Mr. DAWSON. The Senator is mistaken. The 
word calumny never escaped my lips. Fused the 


' word “concealment” and the phrase ¥ cover up?’ 


but I said nothing of calumny. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Iam very glad to hear the 
Senator say that he did not use the word. Iknow 
he thinks he did not, and I am willing, 1n accordance 
with the usual courtesy observed in debate, to re- 
ceive the Senator’s explanation. > i 

Mr. DAWSON. -I am quite certain that I did 
not use the word. : 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I stand corrected. In. regard 


to this word concealment, that Whig Senators had 


shown a disposition to conceal facts, if he had list- 
ened to the debate he would have known that the 
Senator from Connecticut had in the most dexter- 
ous mariner attempted to conceal facts and to sup- 


-press a full investigation upon the subject. 


I feel 
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authorized to. say it.. Why do I saysit? He 
wishes to get rid of this matter until we read the 
answer to the. resolution of the House, and says 
that if this resolution isto be adopted it must be 
modified, shdwing that he is not willing to allow 
the resolution to be answered as it now stands, 
that he thinks that the answer to the resolution of 
the House will be enough, and that this must not 
be adopted. I should not have deemed the mat- 
ter of much importance but for the fact that this 
Senator has shown in thé debate that he must have 
been-in communication with the President or his 
Cabinet upon this subject. Why, he-informed the 
Senate that Gen. Riley had not received instruc- 
tions at a certain time; a fact that he could only 
know from that. source. He informed the Serate 
that the Administration had sent copies of all pa- 
pers relating to this matter, specifying particulars 
—every scrap, every piece, every word—a fact 
that he could not have known properly except by 
communication with the Cabinet; he has intimated 
to the’country-—whether he chooses to avow it ex- 
plicitly or not—that he has been in communication 
witb the Executive and his Cabinet on the sub- 
ject; and, having been so, he tries to evade action 
‘on this resolution, and if he cannot evade it, he 
says it must be modified and changed. 7 

Sir, does not this authorize the inference that 
there is an attempt at concealment, and that, too, 
by the Whig party ? And the honorable Senator, 
sir, entertaining the opinions that he does, might 
fully as well have employed his time in lecturing 
that Senator instead of lecturing me; for what is his 
complaint azainst me? He says that I am in favor 
of adopting this resolution, and he told the honor- 
able Senator from Alabama that heshould vote for 
it himself. He says now that he will vote for it. 
This is all Lask him to do. And he complains of 
me because I am urging to be done what he pro- 
poses'to do, and which his Whig friends and a part 
of the Democrats are willing should be done. That 
is the position; and yet, sir, I am to be lectured 
here about the decorum and courtesy of debate. 
There is as much courtesy in not criticising men 
improperly; there isas much courtesy in refraining 
from assuming to correct other men, until you 
have corrected your own manners, as there would 
be in talking deliberately and kindly to a brother 
Senator. 1 do-not pretend to carry a copy of Ches- 
terfield in my pocket; I do not pretend to prescribe 
to any brother Senator the rule which he shall ob- 
serve in speaking, the hour when he shall speak, 
or how he shall speak; but I do pretend to judge 
for mysclf as to what is due to myself and to the 
Senate in debate, and I do pretend to say that it 
would have been more courteous in the Senator 
from Georgia to have replied to his friend from 
Connecticut, knowing that what I said was true, 
that he had attempted concealment upon this point, 
than it would to have madea charge against me of 
having misrepresented the Whig party. 

There is more of political tact in this mode of 
warding off the blow than there is of courtesy be- 
tween Senators. I do not shuffle off responsibility 
in controversy, by selecting out a man of the oppo- 
site party, and lashing him furiously, when I know 
that my own political friend needs it, and stands 
indefensible, and the evidence of that indefensible- 
ness is exhibited here by his being struck dumb, 
and unable to reply to the fact that he had shown 
‘that he had been in communication with the Ad- 
ministration on the subject. When J gave him the 
evidence, he became mute and dumb. ‘This must | 
have been observed by the Senator from Georgia; 
and still I am to be lectured because I drew an in- 
ference unfavorable to the Administration. I say, 
sir, that he, and not J, shogid have been the sub- 
ject of this lecture, and with the kindest feelings 
towards the’ Senator from Georgia, I suggest that 
I think he has committed a mistake, and has not 
watched the course of the debate, or he would not 
thus lecture me for want of courtesy. 

Mr. DAWSON. It has never been my habit,. 
either in my public or private relations, to throw 
back language at all improper to myself. I ask, | 
sir, whether any words I uttered when I was last |} 
on the floor were impolite or unkind; and if, on 
the contrary, they were not offered in the politest 
manner, and in the mildest terms? Why, Ihave 
never been in the habit of lecturing anybody, and 
I think the honorable Senator himself’ has taken 
more of my remarks to. himself than he is entitled 
to. -My observations were these, and they were 
such as came home to the good sense and the hon- ji 


“stating itas I did? . 


orable feelings of every Senator on this floor: that 
the idea of charging concealment. to the party op- 
posite to my friend from Illinois [Mr. Doveras] | 
was unjust and unnecessary. I saw nothing to 
justify his imputation of a desire to “ cover up” 
matters which the Executive Department did not 
desire to have brought to the world, and I desired 
to ward off, so far as I could, all imputations of 
this kind. Weare ina minority here,and you 
can pass, if you please, resolutions of any char- 
acter; but never has there been the first motion 
made by any Whig on this floor to avoid this in- 
vestigation. - : 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Did not the Senator from 
Connecticut [Mr. Smir] move to lay this reso- 
lution on the table to-day? 

Mr. DAWSON. The Senator from Connecti- 
cut rose and Said that this resolution would pro- 
voke some discussion, and that, as he and his 
friend, the Democratic Senator from New York, 
had some resolutions which they had concocted 
between themselves for the benefit of their constit- 
vents, they had combined and asked the Senator 
from Alabama [Mr. Ciemens] to allow his reso- i 
lution to lie aver. Is the Whig party responsible | 
for that? Why, I should be doing injustice to | 


this body, and probably to myself, to again repeat | 
anything I have said, but everything I did say was | 
intended in kindness; and, when I desire to speak 
in language that is unkind, nobody will misappre- 
hend me. I submit to the Senator and the Senate 
whether the. position that I occupied is not true in | 
point of fact, and whether I violated any rule of | 
Senatorial decorum or cf personal intercourse in | 


Mr. DICKINSON. The Senator from Georgia 
{Mr. Dawson] says that he supposes that the Sen- 
ator from Connecticut and myself had combined 
in the preparation of some resolutions. Not at 
all. I know nothing of that Senator’s resolutions 
except what I have learned from his public acts in 
reference to them in the Senate, and perhaps he 
knows as little of mine. My resolution is on the 
table, as is the Senator’s from Connecticut, and 14 
was desirous to get at it, and supposed it would 
pass without debate. > 

Mr. DAWSON. That is what I mean, and the 
Senator’s explanation makes my position doubly 
strong. 

Mr. SMITH. I conceive that, after what has 


transpired in the presence of the Senate, and after 
the remarks which I made, and which I pre- 
sume were very well understood by every mem- 
ber of the body, that proper self-respect will not 
permit me to pass unnoticed the imputation 
made by the honorable Senator from Illinois, that 
1 had indicated a desire to preventa full develop- 
ment on this subject. The Senator may amuse 
himself as long as he pleases by repeating imputa- 
tions of this character. I say to that gentleman, 
and to the Senate, that I entered this body with a 
determination on my part to preserve the decorum 
of the Senate; and nothing said by him, or any 
other person, will ever induce me to embark in the 
miserable business of crimination and recrimina- 
tion. And further, I am willing that the facts, as 
represented in this body, should go to the country 
side by side with the charge which the gentleman 
has made, and so often repeated. This is all I de- 
sire to say on this point. 

With regard to the suggestion which I made, 
that I thought these resolutions ought to undergo 
some little modification in some particulars that 
are not very important. The parts of the resolu- 
tions to which I referred, when I made the sug- 


gard to facts thatare perfectly well known to every 
member of the body. Now, it would hardly seem 
consistent with the dignity of the Senate, and 
hardly show a proper respect to the Chief Magis- 
trate of the country, to inquire whether a census 
has been taken of the inhabitants of California, 


of suffrage was established there, when we all 
know it was not; whether there have been election 
districts, or the election of officers—answers to 
which are perfectly well known to every member 
of this body. And then the concluding inguiry, | 
as to the reasons the President has for supposing 


pose the reasons are all of a public and of notori- | 


ous character, and 1 did doubt whether it was worth 


gestion, propound inquiries to the President in re- | 


that New Mexico will soon apply for admission |! 


j into the Union, seems to me uncalled gr. I sup- || 


| when we know there has not; whether the right ii 


i 
H 
| 
it 
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while to interrogate the President of the United 


States on subjects with respect to. which every 
Senatar has all the information needed at present. 
Bat I desire to withdrdw that suggestion, and to 
say further to the Senate, that after having on two 
occasions—the Senator from Illinois says three— 
moved to lay the resolution temporarily on the ta- 
ble, and after what has transpired here in presence 
of the Senate, I shall not repeat the motion I made, 
but leave the subject in the hands of the honorable 
mover and the body. 

.Mr. BUTLER. I hope this debate will be at 
once terminated. I understand my friend from 
Alabama (Mr. Curmens] to have said that, 
although this resolution differed in its terms from 
the one adopted in the other House, yet in import - 
itis the same; but, whether like it or not, the in- 
formation it has procured he thinks is sufficient for 
all the demands of his resolution. - I think, there- 
fore, that some courtesy is due to that gentleman, 


| when he rises and tells the Senate that all the in- 


formation he desires -to obtain by his resolution 
will be obtained by the call of the other House; 
and to press its adoption, after a declaration of 
that character, seems to me to be making a cumu- 
lative call, My vote might not explain what is 
my intention on this occasion, and I have there- 
fore made this explanation. [I think there is no 
one here who desires this information more than E 
do. I feel deeply interested in obtaining it, and 
shall insist upon its being furnished; and if that 
information is not found in the communication to 
the other House, [shall myself, or, in courtesy to 
my friend from Alabama, ask him to present a res- 
olution which will secure that end. I think it 
due to the President of the United States that this 
course should be pursued; and I will say further 
that I never will suffer my partisan feelings to be- 
come so apparent as to show that disrespect to the 
President of suppossing that he would suppress, 
withhold, or conceal anything this or any other 
department of the Government has a right to de- 
mand. Isay this in justice to this Administration 
and to all Administrations. 

I know that there isa great deal of impatience 
manifested to adopt California as a child here. 
The Senator from Ilinois [Mr.«Doue.as] is so 
impatient to adopt it, that at the last session of 
Congress he was willing to: legislate it into the 
Union ex rationis—-when it had not even head, legs, 
or lungs to breathe. And now we see the same 
impatience manifested in regard to California. I 
will but remark here, that when we get all the in- 
formation that is desired, it will be found that 
when she does come into the Union, it will not be 
after the manner adopted by any State now em- 
braced in this Confederacy. 

Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President, I desire to explain, 
| I do not profess to be either more courteous, more 
just, or more kindly than is usual among gentle- 
men attached to a political party, and deeply sym- 
pathizing in all that involves its ascendency; yet I 
should regret on this occasion to be regarded as 
disposed to practise gross injustice, diseourtesy, 
or unkindness towards those nowin power; and I 
must say to the honorable Senator -from South 
Carolina [Mr. Butusr] that I fear what has falien 
from him just now may be construed into a charge 
against some of us on this side of the Chamber of 
having directly accused the President and his Cab- 
inet of a desire to suppress, conceal, or withhold 
some one or more material facts, information in 
regard to which has been sought to be attained 
by means of the resolution of the honorable Sena- 


| tor from Alabama. 


Mr. BUTLER. I said that the Senator from 
Connecticut had avowed that all the information 
would come which was desired, and, after that 
avowal, I thought it would be wrong to persist in 
this call. 

Mr. SMITH. I merely declared my belief that 
the information would come. 

Mr. FOOTE. I wish merely to say, that the 
idea l affixed to the remarks of the Senator from 
South Carolina would have gone to the country as 
the true one, but for the satisfactory explanation 
he has just given. I proceed to say, and I wish to 
say it in the most emphatic manner, that I have 
never heard any member of the Democratic party 
in this Chamber, even inthe most confidential in- 
terview, intimate his suspicions that the President 
or his Cabinet were disposed to mystify this sub- 
ject, or were in the least inclined to withhold in- 
formation which we had a right to demand. I 
have certainly not so said, nor so thought. But I 
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must say again to the honorable Senator from 
Connecticut, in order to be consistent with myself, 
although it may be still “harping on my daugh- 
ter,” that if he had not made that speech this 
morning—perhaps eloquent, and judicious in most 
respects—if he had not dropped one or two re- 
marks, I would have refrained from offering any 
observations; and in a spirit of courtesy to the 
honorable Senator from Alabama, have been will- 
ing to accede to his motion in regard to the disposi- 
tion of the resolution, which motion I have but 
just learned for-the first time that he did actually 
make. TheSenator from Connecticut did indulge 
in more than innuendo, did state as his opinion— 
and his opinion is entitled to much respect in this 
matter, for it-seems he has scrutinized the whole 
affair—that whatever had taken place in Cali- 
fornia. under the administration of Governor Riley, 
which we would havea right to disapprove, if dis- 
closed to us, had been done under the authority of 
the late Administration. I say thisis an imputation. 
While I would be courteous toward the living, 
and exercise justice toward those in power, I feel 
bound by the most sacred of all obligations to vin- 
dicate the calumniated dead. It has been a maxim 
with me through life never to speak of the dead, 
or the absent, except in terms of commendation. 
While I will not say the Senator from Connecticut 
in his speech was influenced by bad feeling, or 
disposed to do injustice, I will say that, in my 
opinion, he has unduly disturbed the ashes ofa 
deceased President of the United States. He has 
uttered remarks which, though not intended to do 
so, will rankle in the sensibilities of his personal 
and political friends, especially in the South, till 
this imputation shall be removed. That can only 
be done, in my opinion, by a full response to the 
inquiries contained in the resolution of the honor- 
able Senator from Alabama, now before us. And 
i say, in addition, that if this resolution is not com- 
prehensive enough to give us the fullestinformation, 
such as may rescue the late Administration from 
undeserved opprobrium, I should like to see one 
that will bring before us the fullest information on. 
the subject, so'that we may prove to the honora- 


ple Senator from Connecticut that he is mistaken; | 


and then, E doubt not, he will acknowledge, with 
that magnanimity which I hope belongs to his 
character, that he has unintentionally done injus- 


passed by now for the purpose of ascertaining 
whether it has or not. 

1 do not intend, Mr. President, to avoid any in- 
quiry that may be necessary to elicit any informa- 
tion in regard to this California matter; and if that 
proposed to be obtained by this resolution has not 
been furnished, I shall draw one which will get all 
| I want. But I do not want the aid of the Senator 
from Illinois in this matter. I can get along by 
myself; or, if I cannot, I am willing at least to un- 
dertake the task. I move, Mr. President, that the 
resolutions be laid on the table. ; 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I claim the privilege of ma- 
king a single remark. As an act of courtesy, will 
the Senator from Alabama give me the opportu- 
nity, by withdrawing his motion? 

Mr. CLEMENS. No, sir. . 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I ask the privilege, then, of 
the Senate, as an act of courtesy. 

“The VICE PRESIDENT. There is no way of 
obtaining what the Senator desires, except by a 
vote of the Senate. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I ask, then, sir, a vote 
of the Senate. ~ ka 

Mr- KING. I hope my colleague will with- 
draw his motion, and allow the Senator from Ili- 
nois to proceed. . ` 

Mr. CLEMENS. Very well; at the suggestion 
of my colleague, I will withdraw the motion. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Iwill notsay that I regret— 
though I did not expect—yes, I do regret that the 
honorable Senator from Alabama has given the 
turn to this matter which he has. He has charged 
me with being responsible for the delay of this 
|| subject, because the other day, when he was 
| anxious to have it acted on, 1 moved to lay the 
| resolution on the table, at the same time assuring 


The reason I gave was, thatit had come up acci- 
dentally on a motion ] 
of the day to get at the consideration of another 


take it up in an hour, and would yoteforit. With 
what fairness, then, can the honorable Senator 
from Alabama charge me with having postponed 
it to this time, and with having caused this 
Can he with fairness charge me with having voted 
|| against this inquiry, when he heard me, and every 
Senator heard me, offer to vote to take it up in 


him that I would move to take it up in an hour. || 
i be taken up and finally acted on, and I was not 


of mine to suspend the order | 


subject; but I pledged myself that I would move to | 


delay? | 


so far as I had spoken to them, desired to.show-on: 7 
the record that they were not-unwilling that.the 
investigation should be made. And when it. was. 
whispered in private.circles and here, that the 
North had been caught, and that it would be held: 
up as a sectional vote against allowing. this inves- 
tigation, several Senators spoke to me, and desired + 
to have the question taken up. I desired to seeit 
taken up for two reasons; one-is, I saw. that 
charges.had been made against the Administration 
of an improper interference in. the affairs of Cali- 
fornia, and L understood that the State of Georgia 
had passed resolutions censuring Mr. T. B. King 
for his agency there. I knew that Senators on 
this floor were under the belief that the Adminis- 
tration had interposed to coerce and smother pub- 
lic sentiment in California. Knowing that fact, I 
desired to ‘see an investigation of the facts; for, if 
it turned out true, no man would be louder to cen- 
sure the Administration who perpetrated that act — 
than I, nor go farther to bring to light the supposed 
fraud. 1f, on the contrary, there had been no im- 
proper interference, and the people of California 
had exercised their own free will and choice, I 
expected, with proper boundaries and under proper 
eircumstances, to vote to receive California into 
the Union as a State. My. vote, therefore, ina 
great measure, would depend on the facts to be 
disclosed by this investigation. When I was told 
that it was desired to put me into the position of 
having stifled inquiry, as a northern man, I was 
unwilling to occupy that position. Hence my de- 
sire to have these resolutions come up, and to vote 
for them. ` 
Mr. KING. I had no intention of saying a 
word on this subject. I much regret the course 
this debate has taken. I had supposed that it was 
the wish of my colleague that this subject should 


aware that he desired any postponement of it. It 
will be well recollected that, when it was taken up 
the other day, I appealed to my colleague that he 
would permit it to go over until the next day, so 
that we might go into executive session, as there 
was some business necessary to be acted on. 
As to the disposition manifested by any portion 
of the Senate with regard to this subject, o which 


| the Senator from Illinois has spoken, I myself 


knew nothing; and if the Senator has been told 


an hour; especially when I went to him in fifteen || that there was any disposition on the part of any 
minutes and offered to move to take it up, and he 4 southern man to press this resolution with a view 
told me he did not want me to do it, because it || to effect an object different from what it expresses, 
was laid on the table by a sectional northern vote, || let him name him. : . 
and he wanted to prove and use that fact at the | Mr. DOUGLAS. _ I went to the seat of the Sen- 
South—that the North would not allow the South || ator from Alabama, just after the vote was taken 
to have an honest investigation of this matter? the other day, in the kindest feeling, and said io 
He had accomplished his object, he said; I told] him that I would move to take up, his. resolution 
him, if he had accomplished his object, that I || at the earliest period on that day. He said to. me 
| had not accomplished mine, and that I desired to ||'that his object was accomplished; that it was laid 
see the resolution adopted. Hence, I expected || on the table by an almost unanimous northern 
that yesterday, when the subject might have been || vote: his object was thereby accomplished, and 
brought up, the Senator would let it go over, and I |j he desired the South to understand the matter. 
| expecthe will do soagain. I wish to show that Sen- || said that mine was not, and that he ought.not to 
; ator that my object has never been concealment. I || make such a use of my motion, because he knew 
am anxious to see this resolution adopted, that it || I only desired to lay it on the table temporarily. 
may not be said in the South that the North, as a || He replied, you may have done so, but you are the 
section, has stifled investigation on this subject. only one. I was desirous, from that fact, that 3 
That was my object to-day in laboring hard to getit || should be taken up, and to have that vote segs ’ 
li up, and I was astonished that the Senator from j; 80 that no such use might be made of it, an iG 
|! Connecticut did not understand the movement that | sired also to have it taken up, because 1 think the 
was playing and going on. ft has been a-matter resolution should be adopted. aa ‘i 
of by-play which L have understood all the time. Mr. KING. My course in this body is we 
Mr. BUTLER. Understood what? understood. I have never concealed my purpose, 
Mr. DOUGLAS. Understood that the Sena- | but have gone straight forward to my object, fair- 
tor from Alabama did not desire to have that vote || ly, honestly, openly. I have no desire to have 
reversed, because he wanted to hold me to my || any vote taken here which would array one section 
vote to lay the resolution on the table. This was || of the Union against the other, or induce the im~ 
| understood by Senators all around me. i; pression that a portion of the Senators were actus 
l ated by sectional prejudice or any improper Mo- 
|| tive. I have supposed that this resolutiong was 
|| introduced, as no doubt it was, in good faith, and 
|| for the purpose of obtaining information which we 


believe would be important before:we act on the 
So believing, I was 


tice. I have a proposition to make to the Senator. 
Ifhe will withdraw his charge against the late 
Administration, and rise up in his place and de- |! 
clare that he did not intend to say, and does not || 
believe, that any part of the conduct of the late |! 
Administration in this affair is subject to the cen- |! 
sure he has bestowed upon it, I will acquiesce in 
the proposition he has made, and relinquish all 
desire to have this resolution pressed to adoption. 
Mr. CLEMENS. I hope no Senator will be 
influenced in his action on this subject by any de- 
sire to extend courtesy.to me. Lask nothing of the || 
kind at the hands of any man. I desire them to 
vote according to the dictates of their own judg- 
ment, and to understand, too, what they are voting 
for. It has becomeso much the fashion here to dis- 
cuss everything but the precise question before the 
Senate, that it has come to be regarded as the reg- 
ular practice and custom, and the Senator who 
objects to it is considered captions and ill-natured. 
The question is not now whether this resolution 
shall be adopted, or whether'l or anybody else is | 
in favor of it, or even whether we want the inform- 
ation proposed to be obtained. That is not now 
the question. It was the question the other day, | 
however, and the Senator from Hlinois [Mr. 
Dovexas] voted against it. It is his fault that the 
information has not been furnished to the Senate; 
and I must be permitted to express my surprise at 
the new-born zeal to obtain it which seems to ani- |; 3 
mate him now. Why did he not vote for its || derstanding. n 
adoption at the time he caused it to be laid on the || ators all around, may I be permitted to say that he 
table? Who prolonged this matter, and prevented || takes in too many. | d | 
us from receiving this information before this time? || Mr. DOWNS. The remark is certainly too į e ta ae fornia bill 
It was the Senator from Ilinois. He moved: to | broad. ote | subject of the Cali ornis ea my vote in favor of 
lay it on the table, and his vote carried it there. I Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi: It has not reached | prepared at all times 12 Boo f dashecied any- ime 
say the question is not now whether we want this || as far as my seat. I have not understood it. l the resolut, ro, ana disposed to bring charges 
information, or whether it is necessary, Or will be Mr. BORLAND. I wish to say that it did not | proper con ee Seat EL iaieaply; ae Senor 
of public utility, but whether it has not already reach even as far as this spot. : against any o parii i Dee omation ON 
been furnished to the House of Representatives; || Mr. DOUGLAS. Well, I will explain. Sev- | of he keci oS ould enable me to Come to 
and, if so, is it not an unnecessary requirement to eral Senators came to me—I do not know how || the whole subj action on this 


; shi i i ‘Hine || a correct determination in my final 
call upon the Departments again to furnish it to | many—and said they believed many were willing geet. Was not this proper? Weare told, and 
us? That, sir, is the only question here now. I | Baby 


| this should be regarded as laid on the table, and | ope: A he 
think it is very probable that the information bas || kept there by northern votes. I was willing e a re R e are i D 
been already furnished, and I want the resolution 
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reverse the vote of the other day. Other Senators; 
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“wil be commanicated to us. 
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necessary to make this call here. If that is the 
case—if my colleague is well informed on the sub- 
ject, and: believes the call there has brought from 
the Executive all the information he wishes, then 
‘there is no necessity for the adoption of thé reso- 
lution, provided he is aware that the information 

I would inquire if 
this has been ordered to be printed by the House. 
Many important documents heretofore have not 
been printed by them. Even messages of the: Pres- 
ident have not been printed by the House; they 
have refused to doit. If this information then is 
not printed, we do not get it. If it is printed, and 
embraces all the topics referred to in my colleague’s 
resolution, then E-say it is useless labor to copy it 
all over again. J am truly sorry to see that my 
friend from Ilinois, [Mr. Doveras,} whom I have 
always been proud to call my friend, has been 
actuated by motives not precisely such as I ex- 
pected*from him in the advocacy of this resolution. 
I supposed that, like myself, his sole object was 
to get the information we desire on this subject, 
and that no little miserable object was to be ac- 
complished by it, North or South. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The honorable Senator will | 
allow me to call his attention to the facts. I moved 
to take. up the resolution because I thought it was 
due to the Administration and to the country that 
it should be adopted. I therefore advocated its 
adoption this morning for public reasons, and I 
should never have alluded to the private reasons, 
had not the Senator from Alabama charged on me | 
that I was the cause of the postponement. There 
were public causes for my course, but this fact was 
private and personal besides. 

Mr. KING. I cannot but regret that there is a 
disposition to indulge in personalities here. It 


should always be avoided, for it leads to no bene- 
ficial results. Uhope and trust we shall have fewer 
exhibitions of this character hereafter. 1 say this, 
while I probably subject myself to the censure of 
attempting to lecture the Senate, which I would be 
very fav from doing. I speak as a Senator who 
has been here many years, and as ‘one always 
anxious to see the members of this body preserve 
that decorum and kindness towards each other 
which secures to the body the respect in which itis 
held throughout the country and the world. I 
shall vote, therefore, in consequenee of the intima- 
tion of my colleague that he does not require any- 
thing more than will be obtained through the 
resolutions of the House, to postpone this matter 
to a distant day, or to lay it on the table, if that be ; 
preferable, with the understanding that it shall be 
called up, if the communication of the House does 
not contain the requisite information. I regret | 
that the remarks of the Senator from Ilinois, | 
throwing, as I thought, imputation on me with | 
others, that I felt bound to repel, has imposed on 
me the necessity of participating in this discus- | 
sion. | 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I merely meant those Sena- 
tors around me—those who had spoken to me on | 
this subject, 

Mr. CLEMENS. Ido not know that it is ne- 
cessary that I should say more in relation to the || 
merits of this question, but there is a matter be- I} 
tween the Senator from Illinois and myself which || 
requires that something should be said by myself. |! 
And I take occasion to say that a Senator who un- | 
dertakes to retail private conversation ought to be | 
cautious what he says in relation to it, because if it | 
should happen that the memory of the individual 
and his own should differ, he might find himself 
awkwardly situated. But he runs no risk in re- 
tailing what I said. My lips avow what I do, and 
my hand is ready to Jeknd it. I said to the Sen- | 
ator from HHinois pretty much what he has related, | 
and gomething besides which he has not told. I 
did tel him, when he came to me and offered to 
make a motion to take up this resolution from the 
table, that I did not want his help. I did tell him 
also that the North had proved what f always | 
knew—that the northern Democrats wanted to | 
shield the President from this investigation, be- | 
cause the slavery question was involved in it. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I disavow, for myself, any 
such imputation, that I gave a vote for any such 
purpose. s f 

Mr. CLEMENS. The gentleman is perfectly , 
at liberty to disavow it if he sees proper. I repeat H 
that I said it, and 1 say it now, and F am respon- 


H 


sible-for what I say, sir; that the people of the 
Northern States were. willing to shield the Presi- k 


dent from this investigation, because the question 
of slavery was involved in it; thaton a resolution 
of this sort the entire body of the northern democ- 
racy were found voting against. it. I told him 
that I wanted to show to the people of the South 
that they were laboring under a delusion. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I will thank the Senator 
not to read me out of the party. I voted against 
the motion to lay on the-table. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I beg your pardon, sir. I 
said the people of the South had ‘been heretofore 
laboring under the delusion that the northern 
Democrats were their friends. I said it was a de- 
lusion, and I was glad to have an opportunity of 
explaining it to them. God deliver me from such 
friends as the northern Democrats! I would 
rather trust northern Whigs to-day. They com- 
menced the game earlier, and have not to go so far 
to get in a proper position. Look at the resolu- 


tions of Democratic Legislatures and the messages | 


of Democratic Governors, and the resolutions adopt- 
ed by Democratic conventions, and then tell me 
about northern Democrats being the friends of 
the South. They may vote in a body for the 


adoption of this resolution if they choose, but it | 


will do us no good; because a similar resolution 
has already been adopted in the House, and this 
investigation must go on. They come forward 
now, with their aid, when we can afford to dis- 
pense with it. They tell us now they are willing 
to adopt the resolution, and the gentleman from 
Illinois says it is necessary to put himself in a 
right position. What is that position? It is to 
enable him to go before the country and to tell the 
South that he is still a friend of the South, and to 
deceive them a little longer. Thatis the position 
of the northern Democrats. 
put something practical before them, and where is 
the aid which we get from the northern Democ- 
racy? 

The junior Senator from Illinois [Mr. Suretps] 
has seen proper to disavow a declaration made by 
me in terms ‘which I suppose were meant to be 
offensive. I repeat, therefore, for his especial 
benefit, what'I said before, that I am responsible 
here and elsewhere. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I call the gentleman to 
order. I wish to say that in debate such personal 
remarks should not be allowed.  ~ 

Mr. SHIELDS. Will the Senator from Ala- 
bama allow me—— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. What is the point 
of order? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. The point of or- 
der is to exclude all personal remarks, and I hope 
it will be enforced. 

Mr. FOOTE. Will my friend from Alabama 
allow me? 

Mr. CLEMENS. Certainly, sir. 


Mr. FOOTE. lhope my friend from Alabama |; 


will allow me to say to him that I am sure one or 
two of his remarks must have fallen from him 
without due deliberation, as I know is the case 
with myself often in the heat of debate, and as I 
believe is the case with himself on this occasion. 
I have been here for some time, and I have had free 


and unreserved intercourse with certain northern | 
Democrats, whom I esteem,and whom I hope my | 


friend from Alabama will hereafter have cause to 
esteem also. I could mention a great many names 
to him whose merits he would recognize at once. 


That many friends have fallen off from us in the | 


North is trae; but perhaps the South herself has 
not always stood by her friends in the North. But 
we have very many faithful, tried friends; some 
who have fallen victims to fanaticism whilst val- 
ianty fighting for southern rights. There are 
some in this Chamber who have always stood no- 
bly. by 


men out of this Chamber, whom I could name— 


such men as George M. Dallas, James Buchanan, | 


Levi Woodbury, and a host of others, good men 
and true—for whose fidelity and firmness 1 would 
vouch as soon as I would for any southern man. 


'| The conduct of these high personages is part of the 


history of the country; and thinking that, for the 
moment, my friend from Alabama was mistaken— 
for I cannot believe he intended to do injustice in 
making the sweeping remark which, according to 
my understanding, would exclude from us the hope 
of having any friends north of Mason and Dixon’s 
line to support and vindicate us when assailed by 
our enemies—I venture to make these suggestions 


Put them to the test, | 


us, and who manifested even Roman firm- ! 
ness, and will do so yet, I know. And there are 


| 
| 


| that the entire body 


‘of them who have not done so. 


to my friend from Alabama, who, 1 know, will 
take them in good part. 

In conclusion, 1 will say that I painfully. regret 
the whole of this affair, and hope that ina few 
minutes something like the previous good feeling 
will be restored among us. g 

Mr. BUTLER. I heard all that passed, and I 
am satisfied that the Senator from’ Illinois, (Mr. 
Sureips,] when he rose to make the disavowal 
which he did, did not intend anything ‘offensive 
to the Senator from Alabama, and I say so with- 
out having conversed with him. 

Mr. SHIELDS. You are right, sir. I intended 
to make the explanation which the honorable Sen- 
ator trom South Carolina has made. [agree with 
the Senator from Alabama [Mr. Kine] that all 
personalities are, In my. estimation, disreputable to 
this body, and I rose with an object, so far from 
saying anything offensive, with the express desire 
tosuusty the Senator from Alabama [Mr. CLEMENS} 
that in giving my vote to lay this resolution onthe 
table, I did it without any intention whatever to 
affect the question of slavery in the South or abo- 
lition in the North. I knew of no such intention; 
and I now assure that gentleman that I had no 


| wish to say anything offensive to him or any other 


member of this body. 

Mr. CLEMENS: I am glad to hear the hon- 
orable Senator’s statement, Í am glad that this 
episode is happily ended; and to the honorable 
Senator from Mississippi I will take occasion to 


‘| say that there is no man in this body for whom I 


have a more sincere respect or kinder feelings. 
He has, as he has a right to do, presumed on an 


i acquaintance of long standing and many acts of 


kindness extended to me, to set me right, as he 
says, in this matter. Imay not be right in saying 
of the northern Democracy 
are against us, but Ì am not wrong in saying that 
there is not a Legislature, Democratic or Whig, 
north of Mason and Dixon’s line, that has not in- 
structed its Senators to do what the Legislature of 


| my State has declared to be a cause for the dissolu- 


tion of the Union. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. You are wrong. The 
Legislature of my State has never done ite. 

Mr. CLEMENS. Tam glad that there are some , 
But there are 
representatives here who do not need to be in- 
structed. It is true, however, sir, that—— 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Will my friend 
allow me to interpose a single remark? 

Mr. CLEMENS. Certainly. : 

Mr. DAVIS. I would say, then, and Isay it 
to him with the more confidence on account of the 
high regard I have for him, and the sympathy I 
have in his present position. Iam myself subject 
to the same feelings of excitement, and especially 
on this subject. It is a subject an which we all 
fee], and feel deeply, and on which we are apt to 
speak strongly. But is it well to reopen the wounds 
which have already been inflicted in this sectional 
strife to the Union? Is it well to point to the 
wrong-doings of others, that they may recriminate 
on us, and widen the breach which already exists, 


i and increase the danger which already threatens 


us? Lask my friend to calm himself, in.order that 
his remarks may only be applicable to so much of 
this discussion as has a bearing on his position In 
connection with this resolution. : 

Mr. CLEMENS, ` I will take the suggestion of 
the gentleman from Mississippi, and let the matter 
pass. I will say, then, in-relation to the only mat- 
ter which should have been discussed, and the only 
matter legitimately before the Senate, and the only 
matter that I have been anxious to say anything 
about, that the adoption of this resolution now is 
unnecessary; as the information it seeks is already 
obtained in the House of Representatives, and it 
is not necessary that it shall be copied over again 
and sent to us. My object was to get early in- 
formation, and we failed to get it. Upon the mo- 
tion of the gentleman from illinois, no matter from 
whatever cause it was made, it was his motion 
and his vote which caused its postponement, and 
in consequence of that we have failed to get the 
information at the time we desired. He says ne 
made the motion because there were resolulions on 
file which he wanted to have adopted, as they could 
be without producing discussion; the same state | 
of the case applies now. There are resolutions 
that it was desired to get at this morning for pre- 
cisely the same reason. There is the stronger 
reason that then the information had not been fur- 
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nished to the House of Representatives, but now 
it has. -I move'to lay the resolution on the table, 
and give notice that I will not withdraw that mo- 
tion again. : : 

Mr. DICKINSON. 
ator will withdraw it toallow me to make an ex- 
planation. 

_ Mr. CLEMENS. 
matter. 

Mc. DICKINSON. it is partly personal and 
partly political. 

Mr. CLEMENS... Then I will not withdraw 
the motion. = 

Mr. DICKINSON. will then appeal to the 
Senate, and ask as a favor that it be not laid on 
the table. 

The question was taken on the motion to lay on 
the table, and it was rejected. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I have taken no part in 
this debate, Mr. President, and | regret that it has 
arisen, and especially that it has passed beyond its 
own boundaries. ‘In the hour which is usually ap- 
propriated to morning business, I was engaged in 
attending to my correspondence, which is my cus- 
tom, and I therefore paid but little attention to this 
matter. But some things have fallen from hon- 
orable Senators during this debate, and especially 
from the junior Senator from Alabama, [Mr. 
Cremens,] which require not only to be notieed, 
but to be noticed here and now. Sir, that Sena- 
tor, when he-undertakes to characterize the sen- 
timents of whole communities, and the opin- 
ions of entire bodies of men, comprising a large 
majority of the people of this Union, enters 
upon the execution of a work which might 
well have been left to older, if not to better sol- 
diers. In regard to this matter, Mr. President, 
though | have done no more than others, I think 
J may say, without the fear of contradiction, or of 
being charged with unnecessary egotism, that I 
have stood upto it upon all occasions. I longsince 
saw that it was a. question fraught-with perilous 
consequences, I saw that there was an evil spirit 
of sectionalism rising hoth in the North and in the 
South, having for its object agitation for sectional 
advantages, and J have condemned it secretly and 
openly—in thought, word, and deed. I never have 
Jent myself to such unholy and wicked designs, and 
if God gives me that strength which he has thus far 
in mercy extended me, I here declare again, where 
it should be declared, that [ never will, but that I 
will lend my best energies to crush and destroy it. 
Lhave stood here under the sanctions ofan official 
oath and the requisitions of the Constitution like 
Casabianca upon this question, which has so un- 
fortunately, to say the least, agitated the country 
for the last few years, and ‘here I will stand, even 
though immolation be the consequence. Others, 
too, of. my northern democratic brethren have 
shown no less devotion to the Constitution they 
have sworn to support. I have stood up, not for 
the South, but for the rights of all, as guarantied 
by the Constitution. I have disregarded personal 
consequence, and have scorned to count the 
chances of ephemeral popularity and place.. I 
have permitted reproach and obloquy to discharge 
on me their exhaustless quivers of poisoned ar- 
rows, that I might secure the right; and when I 
hear myself, and those with whom I have acted, 
in rolling back the black and bitter waters of sec- 
tional strife, denounced as ynworthy of reliance— 
all in one grand mass excommunicated from com- 
munion and fellowship with the democratic church 
—in a single verse, and told, too, that we are less 
to be tolerated -than our political opponents, I feel 
inclined to repel, in pointed and emphatic phrase, 
a denunciation so wholesale and unjust. 

Mr. CLEMENS. [call the honorable gentle- 
man’s attention to the resolutions of the 7th of 
January , 1847, the 10th of January, 
resolutions of 1849, of his own State Legislature. 

Mr. DICKINSON, 1 cannot.now speak of thé 
exact import of the resolutions. They were doubt- 
less of an anti-slavery character, and similar-to 
those passed by other Legislatures, North. It is 
well known that I differed with those who passed 
them upon the best mode of disposing of the ques- 
tion, and this responsibility I will settle with those 
who have aright to call me to account, and not 
with those who have not. The Legislatures which 
passed them have been sometimes considerably di- 
vided among themselves. Sometimes they have 
passed with great and sometimes with less una- 
nimity. The northern sentiment upon the subject 


I will do sa if itis a personal 


I hope the honorable Sen- | 


1848, and to like | 


of slavery, is in many respects entirely: dissimilar 
to those of the South; but when we are told that 
there must be a sectional issue raised because of 
this, let the vaice which so declares come from the 
North or from the South, I stand here to repudiate 
it. The people of the North regard the question 
of slavery as a constitutional guarantee, precisely 


as do the people of the South, and as. such are 


ready to respect it. It is the, political agitators in 

both sections who have made all the mischief. Sir, 
take a small number of men out of the northern 
and also out of the southern sections of this Union, 
or silence their clamor, and this acctrsed agitation 
could be settled in less than asingle week. Iam 
for maintaining the Union in spirit as well as in 
form; and I have deprecated the assaults which I 
have seen made upon the Constitution occasionally 
ja the non-slaveholding States, in the refusal to de- 
liver fugitives from service according to a solemn 
provision of that instrument. Bnt this, sir, I look 
upon asa matter which must be reformed at home, 
as it will be by asound and healthy public opin- 
ion, when it shall set a just estimate upon the in- 

terference of political agitators, and condemn a 
morality that is purer than the fundamental Jaw. I 

desire to preserve in all its vigor the glorious inher- 

itance which our fathers gave us; to see the South 

secure in the full possession and enjoymentof their 

constitutional rights. I have stood by them when I 

thought them right, regardless of peril, and will 

now aid in shielding them from unjust and improper 

aggressions upon theirinstitutions. In this struggle 

numerically they are the weaker party, and when { 

have seen them unjustly assaulted and assailed, my 

sympathies have been with them; and I have ex- 

posed and denounced not only the sectional agita- 

tors, but have warned those. against excitement 
whose views and intentions are just, but who have 
been provoked to retaliation by just such wholesale 
sectional assaults as are now heaped upon the 
North by the Senator from Alabama. Sir, trimi- 
nation begets recrimination; and although men 
may put on the garb of philosophy for an occa-, 
sion, they are yet liable to be betrayed by impulse 
and excitement; and when they hear distinguished 
southern men day after day making sectional ap- 
peals, grouping all together and condemning all in 
gross, without stint or exception, they in their 
tarn will make other declarations, and thus the 
work goes on. One sectional agitator begets 
another—a blow given brings a blow in return, 
and thus sectional agitation makes the meat it feeds 
on. Lhave already said I regretted that this sub- 
ject has been intro uced. Allow me to say, that 
I do not regret that it is about to reach its culmi- 
nating point. I care not how soon this may be 
the case, I believe that the great mass of the peo- 
ple of the South are honest, just, and generous, and 
that all they desire is to remain secure in the pos- 
session of their rights. I believe too, sir, that the 
great mass of the people of the North are equally 
just and equally generous, and true to the Consti- 
tution, and that they too desire nothing more than 
what they deem to be their rights, and the rights 
of the whole people, and best calculated to advance 
the honor of the Confederacy and the interest and 
happiness of mankind. When reviled F will not 
revile again. I will by no means repudiate the 
southern Democracy. They have too often proved 

themselves worthy of the name they bear. Nor, 

sir, upon the question of this Union, much and 

radically as I differ with them upon other questions, 

will I repudiate the patriotic among our opponents. 

This question shoots too deep and stretches too high 
to be measured by political parties, and when the 
day of trial comes, it does, every patriotic 


if come it : 
man will breast himself for the shock, and sectional 
agitators will be foiled. 


The Constitution throws 
its broad ægis over this mighty Republic; and its 
people worship at its shrine with more than an 
Eastern devotion. They have contemplated the 
priceless value of the Union. 


They see the proud vessel 
ward, and they exclaim in the language of the poet: 


Thou, too, sail on, O ship of State! 
Sail on, O Union, strong and great! 
Humanity with all its fears, 
With ail the hope of future years, 
Is hanging breathiess on thy fate ; 
We know what master laid thy keel, 
What workmen wrought thy ribs of steel; 
Who made each mast, and sail, and rope, 
What anvils rang, what hammers beat, 


In what a forge and what a heat 
Were shaped the anchors of thy hope.” 


They have thought | 
of the blood and tears by which it was purchased. | 
bearing majestically on- | 


{ They will cheer on -this noble ships they. will 
stand by: this Constitution; they will adhere to this 
Union; and, although the northern people are op- 

‘posed to the institution of slavery, the great mass 
of them have no intention or disposition to trench 
improperly upon the constitutional. rights of the 
South; and this they will prove, should the occa- 
sion arise, even though they should sell theirlives 
in her defence. Sir, if it shoul. come to the worst, 
as it never will, so firmly are the northern people 
devoted to the Constitution, that if armed incendi- 
arism, foreign ‘or domestic, should push her mad 
crusade against the South, and she be placed in 
peril, I am free to declare, for one, and so I believe 
would every patriotic man of the free States who 
had a sword to draw, draw it in defence of- their 
southern brethren, and of the rights guarantied to 
them by a common compact, and stand by them to 
the death. [Applause.] But, sir, they will only 
stand by her when shé is right; and so long as she 
is so, no swords will be called into requisition, ex- 
cept against a foreign and à common foe. The 
very heat, natural and artificial, to which sectional 
agitation has attained, will work its own cure, It 
will burn itself out. Northern agitators and south: 
ern agitators will find themselves. side by side in 
their errand of mutual mischief. And the great 
mass of the American people will look upon this 
Union as it is, and upon southern rights and north- 
ern rights as they are, and will stand by them and 
protect them. ORs 

These territorial questions, this District of Co- 
lumbia question, this question of jurisdiction in 
forts and dock-yards, arsenals, and navy-yards, 
and so forth; are mostly questions temporary in 
theiy character; and together with the question of 
fugitives from service would be soon settled by the 
good sense ofthe right-minded, were it not for.the 
wholesale denunciations of men grouped together 
in whole communities and States, on one hand de- 
nouncing the North, the North, the North; and on 
the other hand the South, the South, the South. 

This provokes the greater part of this struggle; and 
I would suggest whether it would not be more wise 
if gentlemen would exercise a little forbearance, 
always remembering the saying, “ let him that is 
without sin cast the first stone.” J am willing to 
admit that the great mass ef our southern friends 
il treat this question as it should be treated; and I 
am pleased to see them stand up boldly as they 
do for their right of being let alone. Tam gratified to 
hear them, in a proper spirit, stand by their insti- 
tutions and defend them; for it serves to show, 
what some seem practically to forget, that this 
Confederacy is a sisterhood of free and'independ- 
ent States associated for a few common purposes, 
and not a consolidated Federal Government. The 
North and the South stand together upon.one great 
constitutional platform, and neither has a right ta 
claim superiority over the other. The people of 
the South have ‘institutions that are sensitive and 
that can be endangered by agitation in the North, 
and in opposing such agitation I have been will- 
ing to throw myself into the breach, to turn It 
aside; I have attempted to call the attention of the 
northern people—nay, of the whole American peo- 
ple—to the danger. of agitating this question; and 
I would say in all kindness to my friend from 
Alabama that he gives more food in one speech for 
the nourishment of the Abolition movement than 

all the Garrisons, Wendell Phillipses, and Abby 

Folsoms, and all the speeches of all the ‘* Free 
Soil” agitators and abolition demagogues put to- 
gether. He -does more to provoke assaults 
upon the institutions of the South than all that 
abolitionism has ever been able to accomplish in the 
hour of its most fiendish triumphs. I beg of that 
honorable Senator when he has anything to. say 
hereafter—unless he is impelled bya strong sense 
of duty—that he will not attempt to fomegk and 

|| carry on this sectional agitation... To what end 

and to whose good wilt result the dissolution of 
this Union, from the contemplation of which every 
patriotic mind instinctively recoils with horror fe 

i| Tsing no hosannas toa Union without a consti- 
tution. I admit that when the life and spirit have 
departed, the frame-work will be valueless and will 
tumble to decay. But the spirit has not yet de- 

parted—the life is not yet gone. Itis true It has 


received many assaults, but it ia capable of receiv- 
ing and sustaining many more. Let those who 
are disposed to indulge in agitation ask for the 
rights guarantied by the Constitution only; but 
when they ask for theses let them not ask for what 
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‘the Constitution does not guaranty. Let them not 
provoke assaults themselves, while decrying the j 
assaults they invite. . 

The honorable Senator from Alabama repudiates 
and easts off the northern Democracy. They will, 
however, do no such thing with him. They will 
retain him in full membership, but endeavor to || 
teach him some instructive and useful lessons. And 
upon this subject of reading out the entire Democ- 
racy of fifteen States of this Union, they will re- 
quest my young friend from Alabama to tarry a 
while at Jericho until his beard shall have grown. 
[Laughter.] I greatly admired parts of a speech 
which that honorable Senator delivered here a few 
days since. He therein depicted the position of 
the South in glowing and eloquent terms, and in a 
manner which was well calculated to call the atten- 
tion of the American people to this question. And 
if we could at all times keep in view the high des- 
tiny of this ‘nation, and the high duties of those 
clothed with power,—if the American people would 
set their seal upon political hobby-riding for a 
miserable party advantage upon questions of: this 
import,—there would be no trouble; ornone which |} 
did not exist at the time of the original formation || 
of this Government. This question of slavery was || 
one of difficulty then; and the same spirit of patri- || 
otism which rose above it then, the same principles 
of compromise which led to the formation of the |! 
Constitution, must preserve it. The Democracy |} 
of the North are not, and cannot be made, a mere 
sectional party. Our Government, in one sense, 
exists in the organizotion of national political par- 
ties; we have nothing separated from politics. If 
; yon make a sectional party in the North, you will || 

y the same act make a sectional party in the 

South. If you thus divide the Democratic party || 
you will also divide the Whig party; and when |! 
you divide these parties into sectional portions, 
the result will prove that you might as well put an 
end to the Constitution and the Union. 

I have spoken only because I felt assured that 
the remarks of the Senator had a direct tendency 
to create and foster sectionalism, and to produce, 
„what we all deprecate, a division of political par- 
ties by a sectional line—the formation of provis- 
jonal ‘sectional governments, and then a dissolu- 
tion of the Union. Sit, this Union can never be 
dissolved, if representatives in Congress will only 
do their duty. If they will abide by the princi- 
ples. which their fathers taught them; if they will j 
treat cach other with kindness, and courtesy, and 
conciliation; if they will bear and forbear, and be 
as firm and as true as the masses of the people, 
all will go well, and this Republic will be able to 
outride the dark lowering storms which threaten 
its existence. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I have heard the question 
raised several times during this debate, whether 
the call of the House of Representatives had been 
answered, and I have heard it denied that it had 
been. I got a member of the House to ask the 
Speaker whether it had been answered; and the 
Speaker replied that he was not aware that any 
answer had been received. I hope, therefore, as 
it obviates the whole necessity of laying this res- 
olution on the table, that there will be no further 
objection to its adoption. 

r. DOWNS. 1 am very sorry for the direc- 
tion that this debate has taken. Í am sorry for 
the position taken, and the feelings which have 
been excited; and, as à member of this body from | 
the South, entertaining very different sentiments 
from the honorable Senator from Alabama, who 
has just addressed the Senate on this subject, I || 
feel it my duty to disclaim the opinions he has ex- 
pressed in relation to it. 1 donot, Mr. President, || 
understand that when the Senator from Illinois, 
some days ago moved to day this resolution upon 
the table, it was with any intention to defeat It, or 
screer@he Administration from this investigation, 
on account of its connection with the subject of 

_ slavery. I take this occasion to say, Mr. Presi- 
dent, that I have known the Senator and acted 
with him for some time here. I have always 
found him, and I believe that I shall always find 
him hereafter, straightforward and direct. He 
says what he means, and does what he says; and 
when he declares to the whole Senate here that he 
made the motion, not for the purpose of defeating 
the resolution, but with the object of getting up 
some other resolution, I believe the South will be- 
lieve it, and will consider ita motion and a vote, 


| party residing at-the 


| the remarks which | had comimenced to make. 


| lead to still nfore disagreeable consequences. 


| before; and I venture to affirm, that never was he 


‘been ready to sustain the Constitution, though 


| I did not intend, in rising, to analyze the extent to 


| What I wish to say, and what I will now say, Js, |; 


not with reference to constitutional questions and 


rights, but with reference to a temporary conve- 
nience only. ee i 

If, then, any of the. southern-members here, or 
southern” men elsewhere, are disposed to turn out |; 
of the democratic party all of that branch of the 
i North, I am not one, sir, and 
do not wish to be so understood. -I do not believe, 
Mr. President, that they are against is: I think | 
that their whole history has shown that they are 
not unfriendly to us, but that, on the contrary, the 
most useful and efficient exertions have been miade 
in our behalf by thems ` os 

I believe, Mr. President, that this question is to 
besettled, and settled without commotion and with- 
out disunion, and whoever agitates this subject the 
more by - | 

Mr. CLEMENS, (interposing.) I rise to say |j 
that it is unfair to continue this discussion, and 
comment upon my remarks when I was stopped 
in the midst of them, at the suggestion of an hon- 
orable Senator. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I did notstop the Senator. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I refer to the Senator from 
Mississippi, who requested that I would suspend 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. The Senator is 
right. I interrupted the Senator just at the point 
when he was going into the proofs to show how 
far the Democracy of the North is infected with 
the spirit of abolitionism. What his conclusion 
would have been, therefore, he has a perfect right 
to say that no one can know. What proofs he 
intended to submit, it is impossible for any one to 
say. I trust, therefore, that advantage will not be 
taken, to comment upon the few remarks that the 
honorable Senator did submit in part, as he was 
induced to give way at that point for the very whole- 
some purpose of stopping an agitation which might 


I am one of those who have seen northern Dem- 
ocrats stand firm under the most trying circum- 
stances; and I admired them the more for the 
danger which | believe they encountered in their 
advocacy of our rights. The Senator from New 
York [Mr. Dickinson] has come out more boldly 


to-day in the expression of his opinions than ever 


so poorly sustained at home as in the present crisis. 
Ladmire him the more that his courage rises the 
higher, the greater the danger which surrounds 
him. He expresses hopes which I trust will be 
fulfilled. I trust that the dangers which now 
threaten will be removed, and that the further dis- 
cussion of this question will prove that he is not |) 
alone upon this floor. . 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (interposing.) 
Does the Senator from Louisiana [Mr. Downs} 
yield the floor? 

Mr. DOWNS. For explanation. 

Mr. DAVIS resumed. The Senator from New 
York has not been alone. Other Senators have 


they may have been against the institution in the 
abstract. They have frequently taken occasion to 
avow thatalthough, as an abstract opinion, they i! 
were opposed to slavery, yet, in their legislative |) 
action, they were ready to stand by the Constitu- 
tion. Nor is this confined entirely to our own |; 
party. Who does not remember the response of |}; 
the Senator from Vermont, upon the discussion of 
the compromise bill, and how boldly he sustained 
the Constitution, notwithstanding the differences 
of his own private opinion? I must repeat, that 
it is my conviction that any remarks bringing out 
again the controversy in which the Senator from 
Alabama (Mr. CLemens] was arrested cannot be 
otherwise than injurious. 

Mr. DOWNS. I only wish to say a word, sir. 


which the Senator from Alabama [Mr. Clemens] 
went. But what he says here will go abroad. 


that what he has avowed does not agree with my 
opinion. I no not approve of his assertion, and I 
thought it proper and necessary that some mem- | 
ber of the party from the South should seize on 
this occasion to say this much on that point. I 
am very glad that the Senator from Alabama did 
not proceed with his argument; still, he proceeded 
far enough to attract attention on this point, and 
to lead to the impression thatother members of the |) 
South and other citizens of the South might be 


| complaint 


disposed to go as forashedid. Tt was to disclaim 
that, and for nothing more, that I took the floor. 


It was not for the purpose of debating this subject, 
which I should. not wish to do, after. the excite- 
ment here; but especially after the explanation of 
the honorable Senator from Illinois, [Mr Dove- 
Las,] who tells us that the statement of the recep- 
tion of a reply. by the House of Representatives is 
a mistake altogether; and how itgot here, Ido not. 
know. I wish to say I think we ought. now, by 
common consent, to endeavor to pour oil upon the: 
troubled waters. I hope the proposition. will be 


| adopted, [several Sewarors: ‘*Aoreed,’’} and .es- 


pecially that there will not bea single souther 
State which will vote against it. Soe 
Mr. CLEMENS. I can explain, sir, how this 
matter got here. It was stated by members of the 
House of Representatives, and also by other'Sen- 
ators to me, thatthe answer to these resolutions 
was received in the House. This is the fact. The 
answer is there; but it has not been opened. The 
Speaker could not have read it; and therefore he - 
answered that he did not know the fact. The an- 


| swer, however, is there. 


Mr. DOWNS. Will the Senator allow me. to 
state, that all the information I have received, I 
have received from the Senator from Illinois. I 
have, however, no doubt of its accuracy. : 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The answer of the Speaker, 
as I understood it, was, that he knew not of any 
anawer having been received. 

Mr. CLEMENS. The answer is there, but it 
has not yet been opened. T-would say, however, 
that if it is not likely to be reached soon, I will 
take another course. I will be perfectly willing 
that this resolution shonld be adopted Here, and 
that we should have the answer where we can 
reach it. 

And now, sir, I have one other: matter to which 
I would advert in relation to myself. In relation 
to what I said in reference to the northern Democ- 
racy, I hold myself prepared to prove that we,can- 
not at any time rely on anybody at the North. I 


| do not mean to say that there are not here and 


there in different States individuals who are willing 
to go with us; but I hold myself prepared to prove 
that we cannot rely upon either party. -1 hold 
myself prepared to prove that what the Senator 
from New Hampshire said is true-—that both par- 
ties have been bragging for abolition yotes, and 
the question now is, which. will go the furthest? 
I hold myself prepared to prove this, and in all 
probability I shall prove it before the close of the 
session. 

I think, sir, the Senator from New York is per- 
fectly right. He complains of my age 

Mr. DICKINSON. Only officially. : 

Mr. CLEMENS. Well, I will make no such 
with regard to him; but I would observe 
that the Legislature of the State which he repre- 


-sents have for three successive sessions adopted 


resolutions against the institution of slavery. I 
know that he is sound, and that one or two others 
here are sound on this question. I know there 
are men scattered through the entire North who 
are with us, but their Legislatures are against us; 
their people are against us; and so far as. that goes. 
I maintain that it is true, and Tam ready to prove 
it. The Senator from Louisiana will not dispute 
it, for it is a fact as notorious to him as tome. I 
do not mean to say that there are not some Senators 
who.are sound on this question. I believe the dis- 


| tinguished Senator from Michigan {Mr. Cass] is; 


and I believe the Senator from Pennsylvania, over 
there [Mr. SrurceEon] is; at least J have: seen no 
disposition on his part to trench on the rights of the 
South; but that does not make the people they rep- 
resent sound. We know that they are not sound 
on the question. Now, sir, I shall do what some f 
of my friends have suggested I should do, and that 
is, to make an apology to the Senator from Ilinois. 
Lam told that my manner towards him was too 
much excited, and I think it was. I-am sorry I 
should have said anything of that character when 
his intentions were not in the least offensive. Iam 
persuaded that I ought to have met. his advances 
with more cordiality at the time. I regret that 
anything of the sort should have occurred; and T. 
will make him one of the promises of the Senator 
from Mississippi, when he promises not ‘to speak 
so much. [Laughter.] 1 promise that Iwill en- 
deavor to keep my temper. 3 eels 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I wish now to call the atten- 
tion of the junior Senator from Alabama, in a 
spirit of kindness, to the fact that, under bisex- 
citement, he charged me very boldly. with having 
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been opposed to the adoption of this resolution be- 
fore it had been answered in the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and that [ had only been in favor of it 
when it was fonnd that the information sought-to 
be obtained by this resolution had been acquired. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I did not make any such 
charge. What I said was, that such a supposition 
was fairly deducible from the course which. the 
Senator from IHinois had pursued. dy 

Mr. DOUGLAS, Iam glad to hear the expla- 
nation of the Senator, and to find that the deduc- 
tion was unfounded. I will merely now call atten- 
tion to the fact that the answer has not been re- 
ceived; that we are not officially aware that there 
is yet any answer, or, if there be, whether it is 
satisfactory or not, as the seal has not yet been 
broken. -I wish to call attention to the fact that I 
have been charged with a knowledge of this an- 
swer, or at least that this inference has been drawn; 
and I would ask whether it was not due that that 
should be disavowed, as I have freely and frankly 
disavowed everything that was considered offen- 


sive. - 

Mr. CLEMENS. I meant nothing offensive to 
the Senator. I made no charge. I simply stated 
that it was deducible. I did not mean to make the 

` charge before, and Ido not make it now. $ 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Í am much gratified at the 
declaration of the Senator from Alabama. I do 
not believe the Senator said what he did in any 
unkindness to me, or with any disposition to get 
up a controversy, but that it was more by accident 
than otherwise. I hope, therefore, the subject 
will be dropped. j 

Mr. WHITCOMB. Neither the state of my 
health, nor my inclination, prompt me to prolong 
this discussion. Iam sorry it has been carried to 
such a length, and I hope this resolution will not 
again be laid upon fthe table. I hope it will be 
adopted, and that the yeas and nays will be called 
for. I voted before to lay it on the table for the 
same reason that induced the Senator from Ilinois 
to move to lay it there. Iam satisfied that many 
northern Senators voted for the same motion un- 
der the same motive, and I think it is but fair that 
we should have an opportunity of placing our- 
selves right on the record. Task, therefore, for 
the yeas and nays. 


from North Carolina, [Mr. Venasie.}] He (Mr. 
1 L) hoped that the House would accept the sugges- 
tion-he was about to make, that the communica- 
tion be presented to the House, and be laid upon 
the table without debate, so thatit might be printed. 

The SPEAKER said, he would state in reply 
to the gentleman from Alabama, (Mr. Ince,] that 
there were on the Speaker’s table two communi- 
cations from the President of the United States, 


Chair. One of these communications (the Speaker 
was understood to say) had been only partially 
‘opened—the other not at all. 

The Speaker then stated the question to be on 
according to the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. 


wit: thatthe two messages be read, laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed without debate. 
And the Speaker inquired whether any objection 
was made. He understood there was none. 

`- The House (the Speaker added, after a pause) 
decides, by unanimous consent, that the two 
messsage shall be laid before the House, read, laid 
upon the table, and ordered to be printed, without 
debate. 

Mr, CLINGMAN rose and objected. He de- 
sired, he said, that the messages should be laid be- 
fore the House, be read, and printed; but he took 
it for granted that the House could not decide un- 
til the contents of the papers had been made 
known, whether they should be debated or not, 
and the House might desire that these papers 
should be referred to a committee. 


less unanimous consent is given, the gentleman 
from Alabama [Mr. Ince] cannot make his mo- 
tion. : 

Mr. PRESTON KING moved that further ac- 
tion on the order of the House (relating to the 
election of officérs) be postponed, that these mes- 
sages might be laid before the House. 

The SPEAKER said, that if the execution of 
the order was postponed, the messages must stil] 
come up only in the regular order of business. 
The first in the order of business would be the 
call of the committees for reports during the 
morning hour. After the expiration of the morn- 
ing hour, a motion to proceed to the business on 


i 
i 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question will 
be on the amendment of the Senator from New 
Jersey to strike out. 

Mr. MILLER. lmade that motion because I 
thought the latter clause of the inquiry)wentfur- 
ther than there was any necessity for in aid of the 
proceedings of this body. It asks the ground of 
the expression of the opinion of the President why 
he thought New Mexico was seeking to be admit- 
ted into the Union. As I understand it, a resolu- 
tion similar to this has passed the other House, and 
an answer has been given toit. I will not, there- 


fore, delay the Senate with thé consideration of || 


It is altogether unimportant that 


thatamendment. 
should be made, and I withdraw | 


this amendment 


uestion was then taken on the adoption of 


it. 
The q l } 
t was decided in the afirma- 


the resolution, and 1 
tive as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, 
rien, Borland, Bright, Butler, Chase, Clarke, Clemens, 
Cooper, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of Misssis- 
sippi, Dawson, Dickinson, Dodge of Iowa, Dodge of Wis- 
consin, Douglas, Downs, Felch, Foot, Greene, Hamlin, | 
Houston, Hunter, Jones, King, Mason, Miller, Morton, 
Norris, Pearce, Phelps, Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, Seward, 
Shields, Smith, Soulé, Spruance, Sturgeon, Turney, Up- 
ham, Walker, and Whitcomb—48. 
NAYS—Messrs. Bei], Dayton, and Underwood—3. 


So the resolution was adopted. 

On the motion of Mr. FOOTE, it was ordered 
that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn to meet 
on Monday next. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


Baldwin, Benton, Ber- 
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Mr. INGE rose and said, that he understood 


there was on the Speaker’s table a communication 
from the President of the United States in answer 
to a resolution which had heretofore been adopted 
by the House on the motion of the. gentleman 


the Speaker’s table would bring up Executive 
communications as first in order. 

Mr. PRESTON KING, was understood to say 
| that the object of getting at these messages would, 
ii on reference to the proceedings in another branch 
\| of the Capitol yesterday, be seen to be such as to 
! justify the postponement of the order, that they 
| might be printed and laid before the public. He 
| moved, therefore, that the regular order of busi- 
i ness be postponed. : 
The SPEAKER aut for what length of 
i time the gentleman proposed to postpone. 

Mr. KING replied until these messages had been 
do 


dispose 
Mr. 


row. 
Mr. KING said: Well, he would adopt the sug- 
gestion, or any other which would accomplish the 


object. 

The SPEAKER then stated the question to be 
on the motion to postpone the execution of the 
order until to-morrow. 

Mr. CLINGMAN said he wished it to be un- 
derstood that he had no objection to the messages 
being laid before the House. He desired that they 
should be. All he objected to was that portion of 
| the motion of the gentleman from Alabama, {Mr. 
Ince,] which proposed that the papers should be 
ordered to be laid on the table, and printed, without 
debate. The House might desire to debate the 
messages, or to refer them; and these questions it 
would be proper to decide when these papers were 
before them. : 

Mr. PECK 


rose to put an inquiry to the Chair 
in. relation the effect, if the motion to postpone 
should prevail.- If the order was postponed, could 
other matters, which had precedence over these 
messages, be postponed without a vote of the 


$ 


House. ; 

The SPEAKER. If the execution of the order 
is postponed, it will be necessary for the House, 
except under unanimous consent, to proceed with 
the business in the order prescribed by the rules. 
The first business, as the Chair has already stated, 
will be the call of the committees for reports du- 
| ring one hour. After the expiration of one hour, 


the character of which was not known to the | 


Ince) unanimous consent to make his motion, to} 


The SPEAKER. Objection is made; and un- l 


f. 
RICHARDSON suggested until to-mor- į 


a motion would-be.in order to: proceed.to business. 
on the Speaker’s table. © 000 ot se foe 

Mr. INGE. suggested to the gentleman. from 
New York [Mr..Kiwe] that he could: not attain 
the object he had in view:by the motion he had: 
ade: It was, therefore, unnecessary, to persist 
in it, ay : ; : 

Mr. KING. said. that, as he understood, after. 
one hour had been given to reports, the House could. . 
receive the messages. But‘he also suggested-that - — 
a motion to suspend the order of ‘business would 


be in order, and that a majority could effect that 
object. - . 

The SPEAKER said that a motion to suspend. 
the rules would not be in order to-day. The Chair 
thought that the ee not be reached -in 
the manner propose the gentleman from N 
York, [Mr. Kine.] eee New 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, rose to inquire 
of the Speaker, whether, if the order was post- 
poned, if the orders of the day were called for,. 
after the expiration of one hour, these messages 
would not be first in the order of business? 

The SPEAKER assented. 3 

Mr. STEPHENS. I moveto postpone further 
action on the'order of the House relating to the 
election of officers, until Monday next. 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be on the 
motion of Mr. Kine, to postpone further action on 
the order until to-morrow, 

Mr. SEDDON rose to make an inquiry of the 
Chair. If the order should be postponed, would 
not the first business in order be the resolution of 
the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Roor,} upon which 
the previous question had been called? : 

The 


The SPEAKER replied in the negative. 
resolution to which the gentleman from Virginia 
{Mr. Sepvon] referred, belonged to an. order of 
business which came up on alternate Mondays, 
and would not be in order until the Monday on 
which resolutions were in order. - 

_The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr, Kane. ae 

The SPEAKER said, that the noes appeared to 
have it. 

Mr. KING called for a division. 

Mr. POTTER suggested that the difficulty 
might be obviated, if, by general consent, the mes- 


sages should be laid before the House and read; 
and that they should then be referre 


\ 
it 
i 
| 
i 
f 
| 


r à to the Com- 
mittee on Printing—which committee, under the 
rules of the House, had power to report at any 


time. 

The SPEAKER said, that only questions rela- 
ting to the printing of extra copies were referred 
to that committee. ‘ 

Mr. POTTER said, the object of the motion was 
this: the committee could report at any time, when 
the other business not negularly before the Flouse 
would be in order, me 

The SPEAKER said, the difficulty arose from the ` 
objection interposed by the gentleman from North 
Carolina, [Mr. Cuineman.] That gentleman had 
no objection to the reading of. the message, but. he 
objected to their being laid upon. the table, and 
printed, without opportunity of debate, 

Mr. INGE said he thought perhaps he could 
obviate that objection; and, to test the sense of 
the House, he would ask that the messages might 
be presented and read without qualificauon. The 
House could then take such order as it might 
think proper. 

Mr. KING said that it was a matter of indiffer- 
ence to him how the object might be accomplished, 
| if it only wasaccomplished. He, therefore, waived 
his motion to postpone. . 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ala- 
bama [Mr. Ines] asks that, by unanimous consent, 
the messages may be luid-before the House. 

Objection was made. È 

Mr. KING then renewed his‘ motion to Post- 
pone, and hoped, he said, that the; House would 
agree to it. 

The question was 
and the Speaker said t 
majority down. — 

Mr. SCHENCK. called for tellers. | ; 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, desired, he 
said, to make one remark. mr 

The SPEAKER. The House is dividing. No 
remarks are.now in order. 

Tellers were then ordered, and Messrs. Scumncx 
J Tuompson of Mississippi were appointed. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, then pro- 


taken on the affirmative side, 
hat there was evidently a 


an 
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weeded to remark, that he believed. the object which 
the gentleman from New York [Mr. Kine] had in 
view, was-acceptable to thé House generally——that 
was to say, he desired-that the messages should be 
laid before the House, and then the House should 
proceed toe the éxecution of the order relating to 
the election of officers. The motion which. the 
gentleman had made would not accomplish the 
object. 

The SPEAKER interposed with the remark, 
that no remarks were now: in order. 

Mr. THOMPSON merely wished, he said, to 
say a word by way of explanation. 

Objection and calls to order. 

The question on the motion to postpone was 
then taken and decided n the negative—ayes 34, 
noes not counted. 

So the House refused to postpone the execution 
of the order providing for the election of officers. 

Mr. MeCLERNAND rose and moved that the 

‘ messages be taken up, read, and laid upon the table 
under an order to print. . 
The SPEAKER said that the motion could only 
«be received by unanimous consent. The Speaker 
then stated the question, and asked: “ Is objection 
made??? 

Mr. CARTER objected, but waived the objec- 
tion. + ; 

But objections were made in other quarters. 


OFFICERS OF THE HOUSE. 
Mr. BURT called for the regular orders of the 


day. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The regular order of business 
is the execution of the order of the House for the 
election of officers; and first, of a Doorkeeper. 

Mr. CROWELL desired to move to take certain 
papers from the files of the House. 

Mr. BURT objected to any motion out of order. 

The SPEAKER said, the gentleman from Ohio 
{Mr. Crowe] could only submit his motion by 
unanimous consent. | 

Mr. CROWELL said, he did not understand 
that any objection had been made. ; 

The SPEAKER said that objection had been 
made by the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. 
Bokt] to any business except the regular order of 
the day. ‘ 

Mr. WOODWARD, (to the Speaker.) What 
és the order of the day? 

The SPEAKER. ` The order of the House con- 
cerning the election of officers. 

Mr. WOOD-rose and asked the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to correct a vote of his in one 
of the marning’s papers. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, rose to a point of 
order. In view of the last viva voce vote of yes- 
terday, he would now (he said) submit, as a point 
of order, whether it did not require the unanimous | 
consent of the House to enable a member to 
change his vote ? 

The SPEAKER. Under the practice of the 
House, so far as the Chair at this moment re- 
members it, unanimous consent would not be re- 
quired; but a member may change his vote atany 
time before the tellers report the result. The 
principle assimilates to that on which gentlemen 
are allowed, on taking the yeas and nays, to 
change their votes at any time before the Chair 
announces the result. This is the opinion of the | 
Chair. Such has been the practice, and that prac- 
tice has been acquiesced in by the House in all the 
elections, so far as they have proceeded. 

Mr. McLANE. Is it not in order—— 

Mr. BURT rose and addressed the Chair. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman from Mary- 
land [Mr. McLane] was on the floor on a point of 
order. ae : 

Mr. BURT inquired if there was any question 
befo® the House on which the point of order was 
based ? 

The SPEAKER said the Chair could not say, 
not yet having heard the suggestion of the gentle- 
man from Maryland, (Mr. McLaye.] 

Mr. BURT. [ submit, sir—— 

Mr. McLANE, (interposing and addressing the 
Chair.) The gentleman from South Carolina can- 
not take the floor from me. 

The SPEAKER, (to Mr. Burr.) The gentle- 
man from Maryland claims the floor on a point of 
order. Until the pointis stated the Chair cannot 

say whether there is any question before the 
House or not... 


Mr. BURT... I hope the gentleman will state it. 

Mr. McLANE. I am stating it as distinctly 
and as rapidly as these interruptions will permit. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state his 
point of order. f 

Mr. McLANE then submitted, as a question of 
order and of privilege, that it was competent for 
the -House to decide upon the pending mode of 
executing its own rule. He submitted that it was 
competent for the House to require, and he 
thought it should require, unanimous consent to 
allow any member to change his vote after the bal- 
lot should have been counted or the roll should 
have been called over. 

The SPEAKER. There is no doubt that the 
House can prescribe its rules in relation to this or 
any other matter; but in this, as in all other cases, 
the change or modification must be made according 
to the mode prescribed by existing rules. ° 

Mr. McLANE said that he would, with great 
respect to the Speaker, submit a request that the 
rule which prohibited any member from approach- 
ing the Clerk’s table whilst the roll was called, 
should be enforced, so that the House might be 
spared, as he thought it should be, a recurrence of 
the exhibition of yesterday. 


The SPEAKER. The spirit of the rule which | 
prevents members from visiting the Clerk’s table | 


during the call of the yeas or nays, or the counting 
of ballots, applies in the present case, and will be 


enforced. The Chalr has no doubt that the mem- | 


bers will cheerfully comply with it. 

Mr. McLANE then gave notice that he should 
call the attention of the Chair to any instance in 
which the rule might be violated. 

Mr. BOYD inquired of the Speaker if it was 
now in order to make nominations? 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

- Mr. Boyp renewed the nomination of Charles 

L. Weller, of Ohio. s 

F Mr. MarsuaLr nominated Mr. Duerson, of In- 
iana. 

Mr. McCrerxann re-nominated Charles W. 
Stewart, of the District of Columbia, 

Mr. McLayg, of Maryland, renewed the nomi- 
nation of Christopher Cole, of Indiana. 

Mr. McGaucuey withdrew the name of Mr. 
Tufts. 

Mr. THompson, of Pennsylvania, nominated 
Wm. Flinn, of the District of Columbia. 

Mr. Buer re-nominated Her. H. Heath, of 
Michigan. 

Mr. Coss, of Alabama, withdrew the name of 
A. R. Parker, of Illinois. 

Mr. STANLY said that after the scene of yes- 
terday, to which the gentleman from Maryland 
[Mr. McLane] had referred, he (Mr. S.) would 
nominate Mr. Tuftsg And he (Mr. S.) gave no- 


| tice that, if he could effect an election by so doing, 


he should change his vote, notwithstanding the 
censure of the gentleman from Maryland. 

The roll was then cailed for the eleventh time— 
Messsrs. Savace, VAN Dyke, Peck, and Crow- 
ELL, acting as tellers. They reported that 209 
votes had been cast; necessary to a choice 105; of 
which 

Mr. Servitus Tufts received.........-.---94 

Mr. Charles L. Weller......... aoa 


Mr. Charles Stewart... ..20se08- 00 D4 
Mr. Joseph L. Wright. ..-esseeeee eee ee 21 
Mr. Christopher Cole... ..e..seees eer eee 6 


Mr. Her. H. Heath. ....-.ceseseerereeee 4 
Mr. Duerson, cee scecccctsccscreees A 
Mr. R. Ex Horner... ccsecccecescsseese 3 
Mr. William Flinn... cscs cesses eeeese 2 


209 


The following is the vote in detail: 

For Mr. Tufts—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Andrews, 
Ashmun,- Baker, Bennett, Bokee; Bowie, Breck, Briggs, 
Brooks, Burrows, T. B. Butler, Jos. P. Caldwell, Calvin, 
Camphell, Casey, Chandler, Clark, Clingman, Cole, Conger, 
Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, 
Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freediey, Gentry, 
Giddings, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, 
Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Henry, Houston, Howe, Hunter, 
Jackson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. 
King, Horace Mann, Matteson, McGaughey, Finis E. Mc- 
Lean, Meacham, Moore, Morton, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, 
Otis, Outlaw, Pheeriix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, 
Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Scher- 
merhorn, Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Silvester, Spalding, 
Sprague, Stanly, T. Stevens, Taylor, John B. Thompson, 
Tuck, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, Wil- 
liams, Wilson, and Winthrop. . 

For Mr. Weller—Messrs. Albertson, Averett, Bayly, Beale, 
Boyd, William J. Brown, Burt, Joseph Cable, G. A. Cald- 
well, Carter, Howell Cobb, Disney, Dunham, Ewing, Ger- 


| James G. King, 


| Brown, 


ry, Hall, Hammond, Harlan, Hoagland, Holliday, Jones, La 
Sere, Lefiter, Mason, McDonald, McDowek, McMullen, 
MeWillie, Miller, Millson, Morris, Morse, Olds, Orr, Park- 
er, Peaslee, Phelps, Potter, Robinson, Savage, Sawtelle, 
R. H. Stanton, Stetson, Sweetser, Thomas, W. ‘Thompson, 
Walden, Whittlesey, Wilmot, Wood, and Young... . 

For Mr. Stewart—Messrs. Bay, Bovock, Bowdon, Col- 
cock, Daniel, Edmundson, Featherston, Green, Haralson, 
I. G. garris, S. W. Harris, Hibbard, Inge, R. W. Jóbnson, 
McClernaid, McQueen, Powell, Seddon, F. P. Stanton, 
Jacob Thompson, Wallace, Wellborn, Woodward, and -W 
R. W. Cobb. : Bie 

For Mr. Wright—Mesers. Bissell, Booth, Clevéland, Ful- 
ler, T.-L. Harris, Howard, Kaufman, P. King, Littlefield, 
Job Mann, McLanahan, Peck, Richardson, Robbins, Ross, 
Waldo, Wildrick, Hackett, A. G. Brown, Ashe, and Strong: 

For Mr, Cole—Messrs. Fitch, Hibbard, A. Johnson, Ju- 
lian, R: M. McLane, and Gorman. é 

For Mr. Horner—Messrs. E. C. Cabell, McKissock, and 
Morehead. 7 

For Mr. Heath—Messrs. Bingham, Buel, Doty, and Ham 
ilton. À s - 

For. Mr. Duerson—Messrs. J. L. Johnson, Marshall, A. 
H, Stephens, and Toombs. ~ A 

For Mr. Flinn—Messrs. Gilmore and James Thompson. 


No choice. . 

Mr. CONRAD, when his name was called on 
the above vote, remarked that he had paired off 
with Mr. VENABLE, who was confined to his room 
by indisposition, i j 

Mr. MEADE also remarked that ‘he had paired 
off with a member from New York, (name not 
heard,) and asked to be excused from voting. 
*Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, withdrew the 
name of Mr. Cole of Indiana. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, withdrew 
the name of Mr. Flinn of the District of Colum- 
bia, at his request. s 

The roll was then called the twelfth time. The 
tellers reported that 198 votes had been cast; ne- 


| cessary to a choice 100; of which 


Mr. Tufts received. ...sceteccveceees et D4 
Mr. Weller. oseese raai eer err 
Mr. Stewart.csscccsccsceccccnssveveeeedd 
Mr, Wright sessssesserareriesessseeee IL 
Mr. Duerson.. weereeeeees 3 
Mr Heath: ienie roie sorna n es cetee 2 


' 198 


The following is the vote in detail: 
For Mr. Tufts—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, An- 
drews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, - 
Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Thomas B. Buter, Joseph P. 
Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Clark, Cling- 
man, Cole, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Dix- 
on, Duer, Duncan, Alex. Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, 
Freedley, Gentry, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Hallo- 
way, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Henry, Houston, Howe, 
Hunter, Jackson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, 
Horace Mann, Matteson, MeGaughey, Me- 
Kissock, Finis E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, Morton, Nel- 
son, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Phoenix, Pitman, Putnam, 
Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, 
Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Silvester, 
Spalding, Sprague, Stanly, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, John 
B. Thompson, Tuck, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Wat- 

kins, White, Williams, Wilson, and Winthrop. 

For Mr. Weller—-Messrs. Albertson, Averett, Bayly, 
Beale, Booth, Bowdon, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, William J. 
Burt, Joseph Cable, George A. Caldwell, Carter, 
Howell Cobb, Coleock, Daniel, Disney, Dunham, Ewing, 
Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hall, Hamil- 
ton, Hammond, Harlan, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holliday, How- 
ard, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, La Sere, Leffler, Littlefield, 
Mason, McDonald, McDowell, Robert M. McLane, MeMul- 
len, McWillie, Miller, Millson, Morris, Morse, Olds, Orr, 
Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Potter, Powell, Robinson, Ross, Sav- 
age, Sawtelle, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, 
Stetson, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacoh Thompson, Jas. Thomp- 
son, William Thompson, Walden, Waldo, Whittlesey, Wil- 
mot, Wood, and Young. 

For Mr. Stewart—Messrs. Bay, Bocock, W: R: W. Cobb, 
Edmundson, Featherston, Haratson, Isham G, Harris, Samp- 
son W. Harris, Hubbard, Inge, McClernand, McQueen, Sed- 
don, Wallace, and Woodward. á 

For Mr. Wright—Messrs. Bissell, Cleveland, Doty, Thos. 
L. Harris, Kaufman, Preston King, Job Mann, Richardson, 
Robbins, Strong, and Wildrick. . 

For Mr. Duerson—Messrs. James L. Johnson, Marshall, 
and Toombs. ` : 

For Mr. Heath—-Messrs. Bingham and Buel. 


No choice. 3 

Mr. BAKER now rose and moved that the fur- 
ther execution of the order of the House in rela- 
tion to the election of officers, be postponed to the 
fourth (or first) of March, 1851. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman move an 
indefinite postponement? ee 

The SPEAKER, understanding Mr. B. to as- 
sent, so stated the question. 

-Mr. BAKER. No, sir. If the Chair will al- 
low me a moment, I will state, that I intended to 
move to postpone further action on the order until 
the first or (fourth) of March, 1851. 

The SPEAKER so stated the question. 
Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, demanded 
the yeas and nays; which were ordered, . 


1850. 


THE CONC 


, GLOBE. 


187 


Tr 

The roll was called. : 

During the, process, Mr. McLane called upon 
the Chair to egforce the rule prohibiting members 
from visiting or remaining at the Clerk’s table. 

The SPEAKER enforced it. 

The result of the vote was theh announced; yeas 
94, nays 109, viz: ; i 
YEAS—Messrs, Alexander, Anderson, Ashmun, Bake,r 
Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Briggs, Brooks, A. @. Brown, Bur- 
rows, Thomas B. Buster, J. P. Caldwell, Catvin, Casey, 
Chandler, Clark, Clingman, W. R. W. Cobb, Cole, Corwin, ’ 
Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Doty, Duncan, Nathan Evans, 
Fowler, Freediey, Gentry, Giddings, Goodenow, Gott, 
Gould, Grinnell, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Henry, Hil- 
liard, Holmes, Houston, Howe, Hunter, Jackson, James L. 
Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. 
King, Preston King, Horace Mann, Marshall, McGaughey, 
F. E. McLegn, McWillie. Meacham, Moore, Morehead, 
Morton, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Phoenix, Pit- 
‘man, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, 
Rumsey, Sackett, Schooicraft, Shepperd, Spalding, Sprague, 
Stanly, A. H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, John 
B. Thompson, ‘Loombs, Tack, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vin- 
ton, Watkins, White, Williams, Wilson, and Winthrop. 

—94. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Andrews, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
Bayly, Beale, Bingham, Bocock, Booth, Bowdon, Boyd, 
Breck, W. J. Brown, Buel, Burt, J. Cable, G. A. Caldwell, 
Campbell, Carter, Cleveland, Coleock, Conger, Daniel, Dis- 
ney, Dunham, Edinundson, Alexander Evans, Ewing, Feath- 
erston, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hall, 
Halloway, Hamilton, Rammond, Haralson, Harlan, I G. 
Harris, S. W. Harris, T L. Harris, Hgbbard, Hoagland, Hol- 
liday, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, 
Julian, Kaufman, La Sère, Leiter, LitUefield, Job Mann, 
Mason, Matteson, McClernand, McDonald, McDowell, Mc- 
Kissock, MecLanahan, Robert M. McLane, MeMullen, Me- 
Queen, Miller, Millson, Morris, Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, 
Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, 
Robinson, Root, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Schenck, Seddon, 
Silvester, F. P. Stanton, R. H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, 
Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob ‘Thompson, James Thompson, 
Wiliam Thompson, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Whituesey, 
Wildrick, Wilinot, Wood, Woodward, and Young—109- 

So the motion to postpone was rejected. 

Mr. McCLERNAND withdrew the nomination 
of Charles Stewart. 

Mr. WILDRICK withdrew the nomination of 
Joseph L. Wright. 

Mr. HOAGLAND moved that the House ad- 
journ. 

And the question having been taken, the House 
refused to adjourn. 

The roll was then again called. 

During the process, Mr. McLANE again in- 
voked the interposition of the Chair for the en- 
forcement of the rule alluded to. 

The Chair enforced it. 

Mr. OLDS rose to suggest a question to the 
Chair. : 

The SPEAKER said it was not in order at this 
time; but the Chair would hear what the sugges- 
tion was. 

Mr. OLDS. The question I make arises under 
the 13th rule, which is in the following words: 

“In all cases where other than members of the House 
may be eligible to an office by the election of the House, 
there shall be a previous nomination.”’ 

Now, I submit that the name of Mr. Stewart 
having been withdrawn, is hot now before the 
House, and therefore the vote should be counted a 
blank. howe - 

Mr. WOODWARD. I will disembarrass the 
gentleman by changing my vote. 

The SPEAKER said it was too late. The 
tellers had reported. 

Upon the point of order— : . 

The SPEAKER said: Jt is too late to raise this 
point of order. The Chair, however, will state 
that the'practice of the House has been to count 
the votes given for persons who had not been put 
in nomination. Had such a construction of the 
rule as the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Orns] sug- 
gests been enforced, there, would have been an 
election on several occasions, both as respects the | 
office of Doorkeeper and other officers, during the 

resent session, where no one had received a ma- 
jority of the votes given. , 

The result was then announced by the Speaker, 
as follows: oe | 

That 209 votes had been given; necessary to a | 
choice 105; of which 

Mr. Weller received ...ssssesossorecso -103 

Mr. ,TUlts. oc seceeecseeeeerccsencesees 96 


Mr. DRerson sss seersseresu ereere eee 8 
Mr. Stewart. eeesssseeoe ee 1 
Mr. Horner seceesseeceseecceeececsees l 

209 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Weller—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, 
Bayly, Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Becock, Booth, 


Averett, Bay,” 
Bowdon,’ 


| 


Boyd; A-G. Brown, W. J. Brown, Buel, Burt, J: Cable; G. 
A. Caldwell, Carter, Cleveland, ‘Howelt Cabb, W. a 
Cobb, Colcoek, Daniel, Disney, Doty, Dunham, Edinund- 
son, Ewing, Feaiherston,. Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore 
Gorman, Green, Hail, Hamiiton, Hammond, Haralson, Har. 
Jan, I. G. Harris, S. W. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holli- 
day, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, A. Johnson, R. W. Johnson, 
Jones, Kaufman, P. King, La Sére, Leffler. Littlefield, Job 
Mam, Mason, McClernard, McDonald, McDowell, MeLan- 
aban, R. M. Me Lane, McMullen, McQueen, MeWillie, Mil- 
ter, Milson, Morris, Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, 
Peek, Phelps, Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robin- 
son, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, F. P. Stanion, R. H. 
Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thomp- 
son, James Thompson, William Thompson, Walden, Wal- 
do, Wallace, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wilmot, Wood, and 
Young. 

For Mr. Tnfis—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Andrews, 
Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, 
Brooks, Burrows, T. B. Butler, J. P. Caldwell, Calvin, 
Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Clark, Clingman, Cole, Conger, 
Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, 
Durkeg, Nathan Evans, Alexander Evans, Fowler, Freed- 
ley, Gentry, Giddings, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnel;, 
Halioway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Henry, Howe, Hunter, 
Jackson, Kerr, D. P. King, G. G. King, J. G. King, H. Mann, 
Matteson, McGaughey, McKissock, F. E. McLean, Mea- 
cham, Moore, Morehead, Morton, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, 
Otis, Phenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Bisley, 
Rockwell, Root, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Scher- 
merhorn, Schooleraft, Shepperd, Silvester, Spalding, 
Sprague, Stanly, T. Stevens, Taylor, J. $. Thompson, Tuck, 
Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, Williams, 
Wilson and Winthrop. 

For Mr. Duerson—Messrs. Alston, Hilliard, J. L. John- 
son, Marshall, Owen, Outlaw, A. H. Stephens, and Toombs. 

For Mr. Horner—Mr. Houston. 

For Mr. Stewart—Mr. Woodward. 

No choice. 

Mr. HAYMOND re-nominated Mr. Randolph. 

Mr. MARSHALL withdrew the nomination of 
Mr. Duerson. 

The roll was then called the fourteenth time; 
the tellers reported that 208 votes had been cast; 
necessary to a choice 105; of which 

Mr. Weller received... ..ccceeeeeseee 04 


Mr Pitts icccseirengenisinecie ea onde ena osan 90 


Mr. Randolph ....eereecesecesseeseees 9 
Mr, Stewart. ...essossesreoesessesesse Í 
Mr. Horner. E N eee ad 

208 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Weller—Messts. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
Bayly, Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Bocock, Booth, Bowdon, 
Boyd, Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, Jos. 
Cable, George A. Caldwell, Carter, Cleveland, Howell 


i Cobb, W. R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Daniel, Disney, Doty, 


Dunham, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, 
Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hall, Hamilton, Ham- 
mond, Haralson, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. 
Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holliday, Howard, Hubbard, 
Inge, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kauf- 
man, Preston King, La Sere, Leffler, Littlefield, Job Mann, 


| Mason, McClernand, McDonald, McDowell, McLanahan, 


Robert M. McLane, McMullen, McQueen, Mc Willie, Mil- 
Jer, Millson, Morris, Morse, Otds, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, 
Peck, Phelps, Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robin- 
son, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Richard H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, 
Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, William ‘Thompson, 
Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wilmot, 
Wood, Woodward, and Young. 

For Mr. ufts—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Andrews, 
Ashmun, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, 
Burrows, Thomas B. Butler, Joseph P. Caldweil, Calvin, 
Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Clark, Clingman, Cole, Conger, 
Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Dunean, 
Durkee, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freedley, 
Gentry, Giddings, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Hallo- 
way, Hampton, Hay, Henry, Houston, Howe, Haunter, Jack- 
son, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. King, 
Horace Mann, Matteson, McGaughey, McKissock, Finis E. 
McLean, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Nelson, Newell, 
Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Phenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Rey- 
nolds, Ristey, Rockwell, Root, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, 
Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schooleraft, Shepperd, Silvester, 
Spalding, Sprague, Stanly, Thaddens Stevens, Taylor, Jolin 
B. Thompson, Tuck, Underhill, Vinton, White, Williams, 
Wilson, and Winthrop. 

For Mr. Randolph—Messrs. Alston, Haymond, Marshall, 
Morton, A. H. Stephens, Toombs, Van Dyke, Watkins, and 
J. L. Johnson. 

For Mr. Stewart—Mr. Holmes. 

For Mr. Horner—Mr. Hilliard. 


No choice. 

Mr. SACKETT moved that the House do now 
adjourn. 

Mr. HALLOWELL asked the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and being taken, were—yeas 


82, nays 118. 


So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. STANLY said, that from kind regard to 
some gentlemen of the Democratic party, and in 
order to give them time for reflection, he would 
move to put off the election at least until to-mor- 
row; and on that motion he would ask the yeas 
and nays. After that, he would ask a call of the 
House, and so forth, and so on, in order to pre~ 
vent the recurrence of any scenes which might 


distress the gentleman from “Maryland [Mr. Me: ` 
Lane} over the way. cae i 

Mr: SCHENCK. asked the» 
which were-ordered: 

Mr. McLANE, of Kentuck 
House adjourn. 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered 
being taken, were—yeas 89, nays 81. 

So the House refused to adjonrn. : : 

The question then recurred on the motion of 
Mr. Srantr, that the further execution-of the ör- 
der be postponed until to-morrow, ‘a 

Mr. CLINGMAN inquired of the Speaker 
whether it was in order to amend the motion so 
as to postpone to a later day; and whether the 
question would first come up on the latest day des- 
ignated. - . 

The SPEAKER said that a motion to postpone 
to a certain day was not amendable by moving a 
later day. 

Mr. CLINGMAN was understood to suggest 
to his colleague [Mr. Sranzy] a later day. 

Mr. STANLY said: Anything in the world to 
suit gentlemen. : id 
The SPEAKER said the gentleman could mod- 
ify his motion. 

Mr. STANLY withdrew it. 

Mr. CLINGMAN moved to 
Ist of March, 1851. " 

Mr. SCHENCK was understood to move a 
call of the House, remarking that it was desirable 
to have a full House on the decision of this 
question. i 

Mr. ASHMUN inquired of the Speaker if it 
was in order to move that the House adjourn. 

The SPEAKER said it was in order. 

Mr. ASHMUN moved that the House adjourn, 
and hoped that the question would be taken with- 
out the yeas and nays. * > i 

Mr. CLEVELAND said that, if in order, he 
wished to inquire of his brethréh on the other side 
of the House, whether it was their determination 
to stave off this election? 

The SPEAKER. No inquiries are in order. 
The House will come to order, and gentlemen are 
requested to resume their seats. 

he question was stated to be on the motion of 
Mr. Asumun. 

The yeas and nays were asked. 

Mr. ASHMUN withdrew the motion. 

Mr. ORR renewed it. 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered, (by. 
the count of tellers, Messrs. Witmor and Fow- 
| BER,) and, being taken, were~yeas 99, nays TL- 
So, ata late hour, the House adjourned. 


yeas. and nays, 
y; moved that the 


sand 


postpone.until the 


PETITIONS, &c. E 
The following petitions were presented and re- 
ferred under the rule: 


By Mr. CONGER: The petition of sixty-three citizens of 
Cayuga county, New York, praying Congress to put an end 
to slavery in the District of Columbia, 

By Mr. BRIGGS: The petition for cheap postage, from 
professors and students of the University of New. York, 
Medical Departinent. Referred to the Committee on. the 
Post Office aif Post Roads. - 

By Mr. HOLMES: The memorial of Joseph Johnson, 
George Robertson, O. L. Dobson, and others, citizens of 
Charieston, praying indemnity for French spotiations. 

By Mr. REED: The petition of Jos. Wright, for invalid 
pension. Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. SIBLEY gave notice of a hill for extending the right 
of pre-emption to settlers on unsurveyed lands. 

By Mr. HAMMOND: The petition of Marianna Cham- 
payne, adininistratrix of John R. Champayne, praying to be 
indemnified for losses sustained from French spoliations 
prior to and during the year 1801; which was referred to the 
Committee ou Forrign Affairs. 

By Mr. COBB, of Alabama: The petition of William J, 
Price; which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

By Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky: The petition of ‘N. 
Stephens, and others,citizens of Kentucky, protesting against 
the employment of Chaplains by the Congress of the United 
States, or in the Army or Navy. ees 

By Mr. LUPTLEFIELD: The memorial of Philip Greely, 
President of Ocean Insurance Company, and eighty-four 
thers, merchants, ship-owners, ship-masters, and others, of 
Portland, Maine, and vicinity, against the adoption of a new 
prine meridian; which was referred to the Conmmittee on 
Naval Affairs. = we 
| By Mr. EVANS, of Maryland: The petition of Margaretta 
Bordley and others, praying indemnity tor French spoli- 
ations. Referred to the Comniittee on Claims. $ 

By Mr. HOLLIDAY: The petition of William S, Payne, 
for the restoration of a fine imposed upon him fura violation 

sting laws. 2 
MLA SERE : The supplementat petition of Delphine 
[sabella Trepagnier, widow of the late F.B, De Bellevue, 
praying:for a pension. Referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary: 
=. On motion by Mr. LA SERE, 


The papers of Delphine Isabella ‘Trepggnier, widow of the 
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r Tate F., B- De Believue, were ordered to-be withdrawn from 
the files of the House and referred to the-Committee on the 
Judiciary’ T 

By Mr. MANN, of Pennsylvania: The petition of William 
Barton, Philip Morgert, and thirty others, citizens of Bedford 
county, Pennsylvania. 

Also, the petition of Cadwalader Evans, Baltzer Morgert, 
and thirty-four others, citizens of Bedford county, Pennsy!- 
vania, praying Congress to abolish the office of Chaplain, and 
to refrain from ail legislation on religious subjects. Referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. $ 

On motion by Mr. LA SERE. $ > 

It was ordered, That the papers of Josepe M. Howell and 
Moses H. Coates, be taken from the files of the House, and 
be referred to the Comunittee.of Claims. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SATURDAY, January 19, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


OFFICERS OF THE HOUSE. 
The SPEAKER said that the first business in 


order was the consideration of the motion sub- 
mitted, yesterday by the gentleman from North 
Carolina, (Mr. Curseman,] that the further exe- 
cution of the order of the House, relating to the 
election of officers, be postponed until the Ist of 
March, 1851, and on that motion the yeas and 
nays had been ordered. 

Mr. ASHMUN moved that there bea call of the 
House. 

And on that motion Mr. A. asked the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered, and being taken, were 
yeas 97, nays 76. 

So a call of the House was ordered. 

The Clerk then called the.roll. 

Two hundred and five members answered to 
their names. 

Mr. BOCOCK moved that all further proceed- 
ings on the call be suspended. - 

And. the question was taken and decided in the 
negative. 

So the House determined that further’ proceed- 
ings on the call should not be dispensed with. 

The SPEAKER then directed the officers of the 
House to close the doors of the Hall. 

And the Clerk proceeded to call over the names 
of the absentees. 

Excuses were received’ for absent members. 
Some of the absentees were excused, others not. 

Mr. JONES moved that all further proceedings 
on the call be dispensed with. 

The motion was rejected. 

Excuses were further received. 

Mr. KAUFMAN moved that further proceed- 
ings on the call be dispensed with. 

Mr. JONES asked the yeas and nays on the 
motion. 

They were not ordered. . 

The question was taken and decided in the nega- 
tive. 

So the House refused. to suspend further pro- 
ceedings on the call. i : 

Mr. MORSE. I rise to a privileged question. 
If it is the intention of the House to carry out these 
proceedings seriously, they ought not'to have ex- 
cused those gentlemen who have paired off and left 
the city. I therefore move to reconsider the vote 
by which all those gentlemen who have paired off 
were excused. 

The SPEAKER stated that this motion would 
not bein order. A separate motion must be made 
for each individual. 

Mr. MORSE. We will begin and take them 
one by one. If we are to remain and carry out 
this call, itis unfair that those gentlemen who have 
paired off, and are absent without legitimate reason, 
should be excused. i 

The SPEAKER, (to Mr. Morse.) What mo- 
tion does the gentleman make? 

Mr. MORSE. Take the first gentleman on the 
list. 

The SPEAKER. The first gentleman on the 
list is Mr. BowLIN, 

“Mr. MORSE. He was excused on-account of 
indisposition. i 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman must desig- 
nate the individual gentleman in reference to 
whom he moves a reconsideration. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I move a re-call of the 
list of absentees. 

The SPEAKER. The call is not yet completed. 
The gentleman’s motion, therefore, 1s not in order. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. How many gentlemen are 
absent who have not been excused ? 


‘The list of absentees (continued the SPEAKER) 


P will not be reconsidered, for the gentleman from 
. Missouri [Mr. BowLin} 


: - z 
The SPEAKER. Seven are absent who have 
not been excused, and one is yet to be called. - 
_ The call of absentees having been completed— 
Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvanié, moved that 
all the absentees, who had not been excused, be 
now excused. : 
The SPEAKER. That motion is not in order. 


has been called. What order will the House take 
in reference to the gentlemen who have not been 
excused ? 

Mr. BOWDON. As it is apparent that we 
shall do no business to-day, I move that the 
House do now adjourn. 

The question was then taken and decided in the 
negative. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. MORSE. ‘Fo accomplish my object, I 
move a reconsideration of the vote by which all 
the members absent have been excused. 

The SPEAKER. That motion is not in order. 
It will require a separate, distinct motion for 
each call. If the gentleman would have his mo- 
tion entertained, he will please designate the gentle- 
man in referencetto whom he wishes first to make 
the motion. 

Mr. MORSE. I desire the Clerk, then, to in- 
form meas to the name of the person first excused. 

The Crerx. Mr. BowLIN. | 

Mr. MORSE. I move then, pro.forma, that the | 
vote by which Mr. Bow1in was excused be recon- 
sidered. But as Mr. Bowxtn was excused by rea- | 
son of sickness, I hope the motion for reconsider- 
ation will not be agreed to. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 


Thope the vote 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will remind the 
geneman from Arkansas that debate is not in 
order. 

The gentleman from Louisiana (continued the | 
Speaker) moves to reconsider the vote by which 
Mr. Bowis was excused. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. Is a motion 
to suspend further proceedings in the call in order? 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. THOMPSON. Is debate in order upon 
this motion? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
debate is not in order. i 

Mr. THOMPSON. In order to accomplish my 
object, I will say that the next proceedings in the | 
call will be to send the Sergeant-at-arms after 
the absentees. He must then bring these gentle- | 
men in, and they must every one be tried before | 
the House. 

[Cries of * Order??— “ That’s right. ?] 

Mr. THOMPSON. TI therefore move to sus- 
pend all further proceedings in the call. 

Mr. BURT. Idemand the yeas and nays upon 
that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and being 
taken, were—yeas 117, nays 83. 

So the motion was agreed to, and all further | 
proceedings in the call were dispensed with. 

The question then recurred on the motion of 


Mr. Curtxeman, that the further execution of the |! 
order relating to the election of officers be post- || 


poned until the Ist of March, 1851. 

Some desultory conversation followed (leading 
to no action or change of the question) as to the 
effect of the motion, and upon several incidental | 
points of order. ; 

Mr. INGE finally insisted on the call of the | 
roll, objecting (he said) to this method of submit- | 
ting questions of order to the Chair, in anticipa- | 
tion of a certain state of things which might, or | 
might not, arise. i 

The SPEAKER sustained the suggestion of | 
Mr. Iver, and directed the Clerk to call the roll, | 
(i. e. of the yeas and nays which had heretofore 
been ordered on the motion of Mr. Crineman.) 


Mr. PRESTON KING desired to be informed || 


by the Speaker whether the Chaplain was regarded | 


The SPEAKER said the Chaplain was elected |; 
under a joint resolution of the two Houses, and | 
such a resolution was now lying on the Speaker’s | 
table as a message from the Senate. | 

Mr. KING. It is, then, a different matter. | 

i 


| 
as one of the officers of the House. i 
| 


The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Crurveman, and decided in the affirmative— | 
yeas 100, nays 98, as follows: 

YEAS—Aiessre. Alexander, Alston, Andrews, Ashmun, ! 


Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester 
Butler, Thomas B. Butler, E. C. Cabell, Joseph. P. Caldwell, 
Calvin, Casey, Chandler, Clark, Clingman, W. R. W. Cobb, 
Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell ,gpeberry, Dickey, 
Dixon, Doty, Duer, Duncan, Alexander Evans, Nathan 
Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Giddings, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, 
Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, 
Henry, Hilliard, Holmes, Houston, Howe, Hunter, Jackson, 
Kerr, Daniel P: King, George G. King, James G. King, Pres- 
ton King, Horace Mann, Marshall, Matteson, MeGaughey, 
McKissock, FeoE. McLean, Meacham, Moore, Morelfead, 
Murton, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Phoenix, Pitman, Pat- 
nam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, 
Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Shepperd, 
Spalding, Sprague, Stanly, A. H. Stephéns, T. Stevens, 
Taylor, Tuck, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, 
White, Williams, Wilson, and Winthrop—100. 

~ NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bayly, 
Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Bocock, Booth, Bowdon, Boyd, 
William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, J. Cable, G. A. Caldwell, 
Campbell, Carter, Cleveland, Colcock, Dafiel, Disney, 
Dunham, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, 
Gerry, Gorman, Green, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Haral- 
son, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, 
Hoagland, Holliday, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, A. Johnson,. 
Jones, Julian, Kaufman, La Sere, Leffler, Lituéfield, Job 
Mann, Mason, McClernand, MeDouald, McDowell; Me- 
Lanahan, R. M. McLane, McMullen, McQueen, Miller, 


\| Millson. Morris, Morse, Olds, Parker, Peaslée, Peck, Phelps, 


Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Root, Ross, 
Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, F. P. Stanton, R. H. Stanton, 
Stetson, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James. 
Thompson, William Thompson, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, 
Wellborn, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wilmot, Wood, Wood- 
ward, and Young—98 


So the House decided that the further execution 
of the order should be postponéd until the first day 
of March, 1851. ‘ 

[When the name of Mr. Orr was called, he 
rose and stated that he had paired off with Mr. 
Owen, who was attending a sick friend.] 

Mr. ASHMUN moved that the vote by which 
the, execution of the order had been postponed, 
be reconsidered; and that that motion be laid on 
the table. i 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, asked the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. SAVAGE was understood to refer to the 
duties imposed by the rules upon the Doorkeeper, 
in respect to persons privileged to enter the Hall, 


UC 

The SPEAKER said, that orders had been is- 
sued for the strict enforcement of that rule. — 

Mr. SAVAGE made the point of order that Mr. 
Horner had no other, title to the office he held 
than the acquiescence of the House. He was but 
a tenant at will—— 5 

Mr. CONRAD rose to inquire what. was the 
question before the House. 

The SPEAKER said, the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee [Mr. Savacz] was making a point of order, 

Mr. SAVAGE continued. The Constitution 
of the United States was too plain to be mistaken 
on this point 

SeveraL Mempers: On what point? We cari- 
not hear you. ; 

Mr. SAVAGE (continuing.) On the point of 
electing our officers. The Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States says that the House of Representatives 


| shall choose its Speaker and other officers. 


Mr. HOUSTON submitted to the Speaker 

whether the gentleman could discuss the question ? 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman is stating his 
oint of order. 

Mr. SAVAGE proceeded to say that Mr. Hor- 
ner, who assumed to, be the Doorkeeper ofthis 
House, was not the Doorkeeper; that he had 
no right on this floor; and that if there was any- 
thing in the rules of the House (which he denied) 
which prescribed ‘that the Doorkeeper of the last 


| House of Representatives was the Doorkeeper of 
this, he denied its validity, and declared it to be un- 


constitutional and void. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has hitherto de- 
clined to give any opinion in relation to the effect 
of the motion to postpone the election of officers, 
and has referred the House to its own previous 
practice. During preceding sessions of Congress, 
when the elections have not been postponed ‘to so 
late a day as at the present, and during the present 
session, the duties of Clerk, Sergeant-at-arms, and 
Docrkeeper, have been performed by the old offi- 
cers, and the House has acquiesced. It is not for 
the Chair peremptorily to decide that these indi- 
viduals are not officers of the House; it is.a ques- 
tion for the decision of the House itself. 

Mr. SAVAGE raised, he said, the point of priv- 
ilege, and objected to the further continuance of Mr. 
Horner in the office of Doorkeeper. ` He (Mr.’S.) 


i did not wish (he was understood to add, though 


scarcely heard) thatany matters connected with this 
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House should be utider the control of an individual 

- who had no constitutional. right. to exercise the 
duties of the office. > ; 

Mr. HIBBARD, (to the Speaker.) ` Fs it not 
now in order to.move that the House proceed. to 
the election of a Doorkeeper? 

__The SPEAKER. The Chair has decided that 

if the execution of the order be postponed toa day 

certain, it will not be in order to proceed. to the 

election until the’ day fixed by the House. The 

House has decided. the. motion to postpone to a | 
day certain the execution. of the order; and a mo- | 
tion is now pending-to reconsider the vote, and to 

lay that motion on the table. 

Mr. BOYD. I move that the House adjourn. 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered. 

Mr. STRONG stated that he had paired off with | 
Mr. Tnompson, of Kentucky. 

The question was then taken an 
negative-—yeas 94, nays 108. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. CARTER moved a call of the House. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, (simultaneously | 
addressing the Speaker,) said, he had risen for a | 
similar purpose—to move a call of the House. He | 
desired that his friend from North Carolina, [Mr. | 
SranLy,] and gentlemen on that side of the House, | 
should have the opportunity to sleep upon this | 
question. ! 

Mr. STANLY. We will sleep with a much | 
better conscience than you would if you had elected 
your Democratic nominee last evening. i 

Mr. McLANE. We have taken a lesson in | 
eonscience—on yesterday—from the other side of | 
the House. t 

Mr. STANLY. The gentleman from Mary- || 
land has been a member of his party too long to | 
allow his conscience to trouble him, I think. He || 
is past that. f f 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered upon j 
the motion for a call of the House. 

Mr. ROOT moved that the House adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to, ; 

And the House adjourned. 


d decided in the | 


PETITIONS, &e. 

The following petitions were presented under | 
the rule, and appropriately referred: i 

By Mr. GIDDINGS: The petition of Robert Beath and | 
42 other citizens of Philadelphia, for the abolition of the in- 
ternal slave trade. 

- Also, the petition of R. Sleeper and 32 others, citizens of | 
Livingston county, New York, praying the liberation of | 
Captain Sears and Drayton from prison. 

Also, the petition of Robert Beath and 42 other citizens | 
of Phitadelphia, and the petition of John M. Yeatman and 
90 others, citizens of Delaware and Pennsylvania, for the 
abolition of slavery and the slave trade in the District of | 
Columbia. 

‘Also, the petition of James S. Norris and 110 other citi- 
zens of Boonton, New Jersey, for cheap postage. | 

Also, the petition of John M. Yeatman and 87 others, cit- 
izens of Delaware and Pennsylvania, for amending the Con- 
stitution. 

Also, the petition of William Nixon and 60 other citizens 
of Cincinnati, for gencral peace between nations. 

Also, the petition of Susan M. Wierman and 128 other 
ladies of Illinois, for excluding slavery from California. 

By Mr. HAMMOND: The petition of John Kean and 83 
others, citizens of Carroll county, Maryland praying Con- 
gress to abolish the office of ehaptain, and henceforth 
refrain from all legislation on religions subjects. Referred 
to the Committee on the Jadiciary. 2 j 

Mr. LA SERE moved to withdraw the papers of W. A. 
G. Farragut, à Lieutenant in the Navy, from the files of the | 
House, and bave them referred to the Committee on Naval | 
Affairs. 


i 

Mr. SILVESTER did nat vote on the several questions | 
to-day, baving paired off with Mr. Harris of Alabama, who | 
was compelled to be at home in consequence of the illness | 
of his child. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
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The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 

MILITARY EXPEDITION AGAINST CUBA. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, rose and asked | 
the unanimous consent of the House to introduce || 
a resolution. ae i 

The resolution was read for information, in the | 
words following: : 


Resolved, ,That the President of the United States be re- i 
quested (if, in his judgment, the public interest will not be i 
i 

i 


endangered thereby) to communicate to tbe House of Repre- 
sentatives the evidence in his possession, that a “ co sider- 
able number ofadventurers were engaged during last summer 
in fitting out a military expedition within the United States, 
against a foreign country, and that it was probably destined 
to invade the island of Cuba ;?sand that he be further re- | 
quested to communicate to this House copies of all instruc- 


i! nays; which were 


| P. Stanton, Richard R. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, 


i| qesey, 


| table. 


tions given to Commanđer Randolph, or any other naval or 
military officer of the Government, concerning the supposed 
expedition and invasion, and ali correspondence had in refer- 
encé theréto; and especially that he communicate to the 
House copies of all orđers and instructions given and of all 
correspondence had in reference to the persons assembled 
on Round Island, off the southern coast of Mississippi, in the 
summer of 1849, including copies of the correspondence (if 
any was had) between the President or heads of Depart- 
ments and the Governor of Mississippi. 

The resolution having been read— 

Objections were made to its introduction, by Mr. 
BUTLER. of“ Pennsyivania, and Mr. MATTE. 
SON. s 

Mr. BROWN said, that under the rule of the 
House, the resolution, being a call for information, 
would have to lie over one day. He hoped that 
gentlemen would not persist in their objections to 
its introduction, but that it might be received and 
take its place on the calendar. 

The SPEAKER.. The gentleman from Missis- 
sippi, [Mr. Browy,] as the Chair understands, de- 
sires to introduce the resolution; and then, under 
the rule, the unanimous consent of the House 
would be required for its consideration to-day. 
The gentleman, as the Chair understands, does not 
ask that the resolution should be considered to- 
day, but that it should lie over and take its place 
on the calendar of business. Is there any objec- 
tion? 

The objections were persisted in. 

So the resolution was not received. 


OFFICERS OF THE HOUSE. 
Mr. BURT called for the regular order of the 


day. 

The SPEAKER. The business before the 
House is the motion of the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr. Asumun,] to reconsider the vote 
by which the further execution of the order of the 
House in relation to the election of officers had 
been postponed until the first of March, 1851, and 
to lay that motion on the table. And on the mo- 
tion to lay upon the table, the yeas and nays have 
been ordered. i 

Mr. ROBINSON moved tliat there be a call of | 
the House, and on that motion asked the yeas and 


to be a question. of privilege. “A vote. had just: 


been. taken to postpone the election of Doorkeeper 
and: Postmaster of this House untila period within 
but a day or two of the constitutional term of this 
House. He. would submit with great respect to 
the House, that, in the interval between that time 
and the present, there would be no such officers as 
Doorkeeper and Postmaster... And before he took 
his seat, if the Chair should concur with him that 
this was a question of privilege. affecting. the 
House, he should offer a resolution providing for 
the contingency that had arisen. “The Doorkeeper 
of the House was one of those officers who: were 

created at the first session of the House of Repre- 

sentatives of the Congress of. the United States. in 

the year 1789. Under the resolution which. had 

been adopted by this House—» ' 

Mr. ASHMUN interposed to a. question of 
order. He desired to inquire of the Speaker what 
question there was before the House? 

Mr. BURT said that he did not desire to proceed 
with his remarks if not in order. z 

Mr. ASHMUN said, that if the gentleman would 
offer his resolution, the House would know what 
the question was to which the gentlemen was ad- 
dressing his remarks. 7 

Mr. BURT. I will then offer the resolution. 
Lhave stated that the resolution was a matter of 
privilege. I do not know that the gentleman from" 
Massachusetts (Mr. Asumun] heard me. < 
Mr. BURT then sent his resolution to the Clerk’s 
table. i : 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from South 
Carolina (Mr. Burt] proposes to offer the follow- 
ing resolution, which will be read for informa- 
tion. ` 

The resolution was then read, as follows: 

Resolved, That this House, having ‘postponed till the lst 
day of March, 1851, the election of Doorkeeper, -the Ser- 
geant-at-arms of this House shall perform the duties of 


Doorkeeper until the Doorkeeper shail be elected. 


The resolution having been read— ; 

Mr. ASHMUN said that he objected to its re- 
ception. ; 

The SPEAKER. In the opinion of the Chair, 


ordered. ; 

And the question ‘Shall there be a call of the | 
House?” was then taken and decided in the nega- | 
tive—yeas 73, nays 123. 

So a call of the House was refused. 

The question then recurred on the motion to lay 
| on the table the motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the further execution of the order of the 
House in relation to the election of officers had 
been postponed until the first day of March, 1851. 

And the question was taken and decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 106, nays 104, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Andrews, | 
Ashmun, Baker, Bokee, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, 
Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, EÈ, C. Cabell, Joseph P. 
Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, Clark, Clingman, Cole, 
Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, 
Duer, Duncan, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, 
Freedley, Gentry, Giddings, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grin- 
nell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Ilebard, Henry, 
Hilliard, Holmes, Houston, Howe, Hunter, Jackson, James 
L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. 
King, Preston King, Horace Mann, Marshall, Matteson, Me- 
Gaughey, McKissock, Finis B. McLean, Meacham, Moore, 
Morehead, Morton, Nelson, Nes, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Out- 
law, Owen, Phoenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, 
Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Scher- 
merhorn; Sehooleraft, Shepperd, Spalding, Sprague, Stanly, 
Alexander H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, John B. 
Thompson, Toombs, Tuck, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, 
Watkins, White, Williams, Wilson, and W inthrop—105. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bayly, 
Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Booth, Bowdon, Boyd, Albert G. | 
Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, Joseph Cable, George 
A. Caldwell, Campbell, Carter, Cleveland, Williamson R. W. 
Cobb, Coleock, Daniel, Disney, Doty, Dunham, Durkee, : 
Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Futter, Gerry, Gil- 
more, Gorman, en, Hall, Hamilton, Haralson, Harlan, | 
Isham G. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, fioagland, i 
Holliday, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, Andrew Jotinson, Robert | 
W. Johnson, Joyes, Julian, Kaufman, La Sére, Leffler, | 
Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, McClernand, McDonald, Me- | 
Dowell, McLanahan, Robert M. McLane, McMullen, Me- | 
Queen, McWillie, Miller, Millson, Morris, Morse, Olds, Orr, 
Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Powell, Riebardson, Robbins, 
Robinson, Roat, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, Frederick 


Q 


‘Phomas, Jacob ‘Thompson, James Thompson, Wm. Thomp- 
son, Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Wellborh, Whit- 


Wiidrick, Wilmot, Woodward, and Young—ic4. 
So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the 
[Mr. Porrer declined to vote, having paired off 

with Mr. Benner, of New York.] 


the resolution is in order. ` 
Mr. ASHMUN. Will the Chair be so good a8 
| to state on what ground the resolution is ruled to 
be in order? 
| The SPEAKER. The Chair will state the 
|| grounds of the decision. The House, by a vote 
| on Saturday last, postponed the further execution 
| of the order of the House in relation to the elec: 
tion of officers until the first of March, 1851. Un- 
| til that time has arrived, in the opinion of the 
Chair, as expressed several times, it will not be in 
order to proceed to the election of officers; but it 
will be in order for the House to appoint tempo~ 
rary officers, or persons who shall discharge the 
duties of those officers. The position occupied by 
the Doorkeeper and Postmaster is, in the opinion of 
the Chair, this: they were elected by the House 
of Representatives of the last Congress. Under 
the practice of former Congresses, from the first 
Congress down to the present time, the old officers 
of the previous House have continued to discharge 
the duties of the respective offices until their suc- 
cessors should have been elected. And the Chair 
thinks that the officers of the last House can con- 
tinue to discharge the duties of these offices in the 
present House until their successors shall have 
been elected—holding their offices, in the interval, 
by the sufferance of the House. But the House 
can at any time provide other persons to discharge 
these duties. They are not the regularly elected 
officers of this House, and they hold their offices 
at the sufferance, and by the will, of the House. 
This being the state of the case, and the question 
| being one affecting the organization of the louse, 
the Chair decides that it is a question of privilege. 
Mr. ASEIMUN desired the Speaker to. state 
upon what ground he had ruled the ara o 
the gentleman from South. Carolina [Mr. urt] 
to be in order. The Chair had given a construc- 
tion to a rule of the House, but upon what ground 
was it that the gentleman from South Carolina 
| [Mr. Burt] eould rise in his place and offer this 
| resolution without leave of the House? |. 
The SPEAKER. Upon the ground that it 1s & 
question of, privilege, affecting the organization of 
the House. Suppose that the House were without 
officers: would it not be a question of privilege 
that the House should perfectits organization? Sup- 


QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE. 
Mr. BURT rose, he said, to what he conceived į 


pose that the House desired to remove an officer 
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duly ‘elected: would~ not the question of his re- 
moval be a question of privilege? 

Mr. ASHMUN appealed from the decision of 
the Chair. The resolution was notin order, upon 
‘two grounds: first, that under the rule no gen- 
tleman could rise in his place and offer a resolu- 
tion except on the regular call of the’States; and, 
in the next place, that this resolution was an at- 
tempt to change a standing rule of the House, 
which provided that no rule should be changed 
except on a day’s notice having been given. Now, 
the resolation of the gentleman from South Caro- 
‘Tina [Mr. Burt] contemplated a change ofa stand- 
ing rule, by ‘superadding a new duty to those 
which the rules already imposed upon the Ser- 
geant-at-arms. 

This was clearty a change of one of the standing 
rales, and was therefore, he submitted, out of or- 
der. : 
Mr. BAYLY said he could not see how there 
could be a doubt about the correctness of the de- 
cision of the Chair. It is conceded on all hands 
that the Doorkeeper holds on only by the sufferance 
of the House. He certainly is notin a better con- 
dition than if he had been duly elected. Suppose 
on Saturday he had been duly elected, and in the 
interval had committed some gross impropriety, 
such.as would have made it impossible for us to 
continue him as an officer of this House: can there 
be a doubt that it would be in order for any mem- 
ber to move to depose him atonce, without waiting 
tilkan ordinary resolution would be in order? 


Since he had been a member of Congress, one 
such had been set. A motion was made to depose 
a former Clerk, (Mr. McNulty.) It was enter- 
tained as a question of privilege; and he was re- 
moved and another put in his place. Prior to that 
—-many years ago—a distinguished gentleman from 
his own State (Mr. Randolph) was accosted by a 
Doorkeeper in a manner he considered disrespect- 
ful to the body of which he was a member. He 
came at once into the House, and moved his expul- 
sion. 

It may be said these were cases of malfeasance 
in office, But this cannot affect the question of 
order. No one could know the grounds of the 
motion until it be entertained as one in order. The 
reasons for the motion can have nothing to do 


with the question of order. That depends upon 


the character of the resolution itself, and not upon 
the reasons which prompted it. If it be one affect- 
ing the House, one of its members or officers, itis 
privileged for that reason, and the motives which 
have prompted it cannot be considered or even 
known till the question is entertained. 

If such be the rule, where an officer is in by 
election, is it not still more clearly so, where, as 
in this case, he is tolerated only by sufferance? 

But, said Mr. B., it is suggested by those around 
me, that the question is too plain to justify debate; 
and he yielded the floor. 

Mr. BURT. I object to debate. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion 
the appeal is debatable. 

Mr. PRESTON KING said, the real diffi- 
culty in the choice of these officers was, that the 
friends of slavery on both sides of the House were 
unwilling to vote for any officer who was not a 
friend to slavery. This was the real difficulty in 
the choice.of officers. 

The SPEAKER (interposing) said the Chair 
would remind the gentleman from New York that 
the question open to debate was the merits of the 
appeal, and that no other question was before the 
House for discussion. 

{Cries of “ Let him proceed; go on,” &c.] 

Mr. KING (continuing) repeated that the real 
difficulty which had postponed the organization of 
the House, and which had elected officers by the 
combined votes of gentlemen of opposite political 
parties, was 

Mr. McLANE called the gentleman from New 
York to order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
the remarks of the gentleman from New York are 
not in order. 

Mr. KING. I was stating what I believed to 
be the real difficulty in 

The SPEAKER. The question before the 
House is on the appeal of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Asumun] from the decision 
‘of the Chair, and that is the only question open 
to debate. ` 


that 


Ini 
the case supposed, there are many precedents. i; 


| TMr. Scrwencg] insist upon his claim to the floor, 


Mr. McLANE. I object to the-gentleman from 
New York proceeding. ~ 

Mr. KING. I rose for the purpose of moving 
to lay on the table this whole subject. 

_Mr. McLANE. J ask that the gentleman from 
New York take his seat. ; 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York is decided to be out of order, and the gentle- 
man from Maryland calling for the enforcement of 
the rule, the gentleman from New York will take 
his ‘seat. * 

Mr. SCHENCK addressed the Speaker, and 
was recognized. 

He said that, supposing it was the object of the 
gentleman from New York to make an explana- 
tion, he (Mr. S.) had intended to move that he 
have leave to proceed in order. 

Mr. KING. lrose to make the motion to lay 
the whole subject on the table, and to give my 
reasons therefor. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Kiye] was proceeding with remarks 
irrelevant to the question before the House, and 
was called to order by the gentleman from Mary- 
land, [Mr. McLane.] The Chair ruled the re- 
marks of the gentleman from New York out of 
order; when, under the rule of the House, which 
was insisted on by the gentleman from Maryland, 
the gentleman from New York was requested to || 
take his seat; and unless a motion is made to that 
effect, the gentleman cannot proceed. 

Mr. WILMOT. I move that the gentleman 
from New York have:leave to proceed in order. 

Mr. KING. Does the Chair decide that I have 
not the right to make that motion? 

The SPEAKER. The motion has been made 
by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. WiL- 
MOT. ] 

Mr. SCHENCK. The gentleman cannot make 
any motion while I have the floor. 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman from Ohio 


he must be awarded entitled to the floor. The 
Chair need not remind the gentleman from Ohio, 
that when a gentleman is called to order, and a 
motion is made to permit him to proceed in order, 
the House has always indulged that motion in 
preference to any other. But the gentleman from 
Ohio has the right to ‘insist upon his claim to the 
floor, and if he insist, is entitled to it. 

Mr. SCHENCK said he meant no discourtesy 
to the gentleman from New York. If thegentleman 
really desired to proceed with the discussion of the 
question in order, he (Mr. S.) would not object; 
on the contrary, he had intended to move that the 
gentleman be allowed to proceed in order. But if 
the gentleman only wanted the floor to move to lay 
the whole subject on the table 

Mr. KING. I desire the point of order to be 
decided, whether the gentleman from Ohio can get 
the floor while the question of order is pending. 

The SPEAKER. When the gentleman from 
New York was ruled out of order, and that ruling 
was acquiesced in 


Mr. KING (interposing.) Acquiesced in by | 


whom? 

The SPEAKER. Acquiesced in by the House. 

Mr. STANLY was understood to call the atten- 
tion of the Speaker to the provision of the rule to 
show that in case of a member being called to 
order, a motion to allow him to proceed was in 
order, and had priority over everything else. 

Mr. SCHENCK said he desired to call all these 
pentlemen to order, as he claimed the right to the 

oor. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio, 
the Chair hopes, will allow the proper direction 
to be given to the question of order. The Chair 
is the more anxious that it should take the proper |; 
direction as, one appeal pending, no appeal can be 
taken to the Honse. . i 

Mr. STANLY addressed a word to the Chair— 
as was presumed by the reporter—in further refer- 
ence to the rule to which he had before called the 
attention of the Chair. 

Mr. ‘SCHENCK (interposing.) I desire to | 
know if the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. 
Stanty] will not allow me to make an explana- 
tion. { was willing, and intended to move, || 
that the gentleman from New York. be allowed to 
proceed in order; but he [Mr. Kine] says he does |; 
not want to discuss the question, but to move to 
lay the whole subject on the table. Before that mo- 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will state the 
point of order, the decision, and the appeal. The- 
gentleman from New York (Mr. Kine] was pro- 
ceeding in the discussion of this question; he was 
called to order for irrelevant remarks; the Chair 


ruled the gentleman from New York out of order 


and required him to take his seat, and stated; that 
under the rule to which the attention of the Chair 
had been called by the gentleman from North. 
Carolina, the gentleman from New York could 
not proceed if any member objected. Objection 
was made by the gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. 
McLane, who required the gentleman from. New 
York to take his seat. At that point of the pro~- 
ceedings, the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Scuencr] 
rose and was recognized by the Chair; for what 


| purpose the Chair could not say. 


Mr. SCHENCK (interposing.). Nor have I 
been permitted yet to state 

The SPEAKER (continuing.) The gentleman 
from Ohio was recognized by the Chair.. After 
that, the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. WiL- 
mor] moved that the gentleman from New York 
have leave to proceed in order. The Chair. enter- 
tained that proposition until the gentleman from 


| Ohio [Mr. Scuencx] claimed his right to the floor 


as having been first recognized. The Chair acqui- 
esced in that claim and awarded the. floor to the 
gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. STANLY said, that under the rule, when 
a member was called to. order, it was his duty to 


| sitdown; and the question was, Shall he be allowed 


to proceed in order? That question was first to.be _ 
taken; otherwise the first gentleman who rose de- 
prived him of his right to the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understood the 
gentleman from New York to desire to proceed, 
not for the purpose of explaining, but for the-pur- 


| pose of advocating the motion he proposed to make. 


Mr. KING. 


I am not responsible for the mis- 
understanding of the Chair. 


My only object was 


i to explain the reasons for the course which Iin- 


tended to pursue. 5 

The SPEAKER. The Chair misunderstood 
the gentleman from New York. Other gentlemen 
seem to have placed the same construction on the 
language of the gentleman from New York—to 
wit:, that he desired to proceed for the purpose of 
moving to lay on. the table the question before the 
House. If thé Chair misunderstood the gentle- 
man from New York, and he states that his ob- * 
ject was to explain upon the question on which he 
was called to order, the Chair rules that he has 
the right to make the explanation. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I wish to say that I intend- 
ed to move that the gentleman be allowed to pro- 
ceed in order, if his object was to discuss the ques- 
tion. But if his object was to lay upon the table, 
I desired to submitalso a few reasons which might 
tend to the same result. I wanted: to state some 
reasons which have not been stated and which 
satisfy me that the decision of the Speaker is 


| right. 
Mr. KING. I will explain. = 
Mr. SCHENCK. I will make the motion. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York has the right to proceed, to make an ex- 
planation. 

Mr. KING. That was my only object—to ex- 
plain the reasons for my action. And ifthe ques- 
tion of order. 

Mr. McLANE. 
New York to order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must first hear 
the explanation which the gentleman from New 
York wishes to make. 

Mr. McLANE. I submit that no leave has 
been given to the gentleman from New York to 
explain. Leave must be given—by whom? By 
the House; any gentleman can object. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Maryland 
will observe the point raised by the gentleman 
from North Carolina, which the Chair sustains, 
that a member, upon being called to order, is per- 
mitted to explain, and does not require the assent 
of the House. The gentleman from New York 
will be permitted to explain, and as he proceeds 
it will be for the Elouse to determine whrether it is 
such an explanation as is contemplated by the rule 
of the House which allows him to make an expla- 
nation. 

Mr. McLANE. [understand the point of order 
now made to be substantially the same as that 
raised by the gentleman from North Carolina. 


I call the gentleman from 


tion is made, I desire an opportunity to say a word. 


1850. 


The SPEAKER. The geñtlemiän from New | 


York has the right to make an explanation. The 
gentleman from New York has been calted to order 


for irrelevancy of remark. Fledesires to explain. - 


He is permitted, under the rules, to make an expla- 
nation. It will be for the House to determine, as 
the gentleman proceeds, whether his explanation is 
of such a character as that contemplated: by the 
Be The gentleman’ from New York will pro- 
ceed. ` ze 
_ _Mr. KING. L will explain my whole object in 
rising. My object in rising was to bring this mat- 
ter toa termination. And I deemed it proper to 
allude to the reasons which induced me to make 
the motion which I intended to make before I took 
my seat. The gentleman from Maryland [Mr. 
McLane] objected to those reasons as irrelevant. 
Jo my judgment they were pertinent, necessary, 
actual reasons, and they induced me to rise to make 
the motion which I designed to make. If, there- 
fore, I have the floor, I make the motion to lay 
this proposition on the table. 

Mr. McLANE, I rise again to a point of or- 
der. I call the attention of the Chair to the 35th 
rule, which is precisely that which I understand 
the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Staniy] 
to have presented. The gentleman being called 
to order, is bound by the 35th rule to take his seat, 
“unless permitted to explain.’ Permitted to ex- 
plain what? That part of his speech which was 
out of order, and for which he was called to order. 
Now I submit to the Chair, if the gentleman from 
New York was out of order in the remarks for 
which he was called to order, and for which he 
took his seat, it is not competent for that gentle- 
man, in explaining, to conclude with a substantive 
proposition for legislative action. That is my 
point of order, 

- The SPEAKER. The Chair would state that, 
upon a further examination of the rule, taking the 
whole rule in connection, he is of opinion that the 
consent of the House will be required to allow the 
gentleman to make an explanation. The Chair 
fell into the error of allowing the gentleman from 
New York to explain without the leave of the 
House, from disconnecting that portion of the rule 
to which the gentleman from North Carolina 
called his attention, from the other part of the 


rule. 

Mr. STANLY. Ifa gentleman is called to or- 
der, I maintain Mat he has the right to have the 
motion put to allow him to proceed, before the 
gentleman from Ohio or any other gentleman can 

ut him down. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina is right. The Chair 
fell into the error at the moment by disconnecting 
the two portions of the rule. After the gentleman 
from New York was called to order, the question 
should have been put to the House upon allowing 
him to proceed. i 

Mr. SCHENCK. Ido not want to be placed 
in a wrong position. I myself was willing, and I 
intended to have moved for leave for the gentle- 
man from New York to proceed in order, if he 
had desired to make an explanation. Bat he said 
he did not, 

Mr.GENTRY. DoI understand that a motion 
is made to lay on the table? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York was.proceeding, under the impression on the 
part of the Chair, that he had the right to explain 
without leave of the House. $ tk 

The Chair, upon further reflection, is of opinion 
that the gentleman from New York had not the 
right to the floor, but that the question must be 
put to the House; and if the gentleman from New 
York insist upon explaining and moving to lay 
on the table, the question must first be put on the 
motion for leave to the gentleman to proceed. 

Mr.GENTRY. Has the Chair entertained the 
motion of the gentleman from New York? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not enter- 
tain it. ; i 

Mr. KING. The Chair docs not entertain it? 

The SPEAKER stated that the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Scnexex] was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. GENTRY claimed it. . 

The SPEAKER said that the gentleman from 
Ohio had first been recognized. : 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. I desire to 
know whether the motion of the gentleman from 
New York has been made or not? ; 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has decided that 


| (Mr. Scuenck] has the floor. 


| privilege at all? or a qnestion to be entertained by 


i might eall it devolving additional duties upon the 


! Doorkeeper acted, and to elect the Segeant-at-arms 


it hag not'been made. The gentleman from-Ohio 

Mr. STRONG. Irise to a question of order. I 
desire to know whether the appeal from the decision 
of the Chair does not relate to the priority of busi- 
ness, and whether, as such, under the rule, it is not 
debatable ? 

The SPEAKER overruled the point of order, 
deciding that the appeal was nota question relating 
to the priority of business. K 

Mr. SCHENCK (who still remained upon the 
floor) now proceeded. : 

He said, he understood the proposition of the 
gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Burr,] on 
which the appeal had arisen, to be a proposition to 
make the Sergeant-at-arms also Doorkeeper, It 
was nota proposition to abolish the Doorkeeper. 
If it were, it could not be made*without a notice to 
change the rule. It was not a proposition such as 
the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Bayty] had re- 
ferred to—to remove an officer of the House— 
which being a question of privilege, must be en- 
tertained at once, as in the case of the Clerk, who 
was removed in the 28th or 29th Congress. Upon 
what ground could this be considered a question of 


the House at this time? It was a question which } 
must be made under the rules of the House, and 
in conformity with them. He desired to turn the 
attention of the Chair and of the House?to two or 
three rules which he thought violated by an attempt 
like this to make the Sergeant-at-arms also Door- 
keeper. P 

Before he referred to this, however, he wished 
to remark that he entirely concurred with the 
Speaker in his decision upon other grounds. Hav- 
ing postponed the execution of the order of the 


House to go into the election of officers—leaving 
these two officers, the Doorkeeper and Postmaster 
of the last House, in office—he contended that 
they remained here, if at all, precisely as they had 
been here since the commencement of the session, 
by sufferance. And he supposed they had the 
right to recognize them as their ‘officers if they 
wanted to. And as long as the majority of the 
House stood by and assented to allowing them to 
act, each of these officers would have the right to 
the emoluments and privileges of their respective 
offices. If the majority of the House allowed 
them to go on and act by sufferance, as they had 
done from the first of the session, he knew of no 
higher power. But he admitted that at any time 
while they were acting by sufferance, if the ma- 
jority attempted it, and in order, they could devolve 
their duties upon these gentlemen, or upon other 
gentlemen. . 

But was this resolution in order? Take first 
the case of the Doorkeeper, (and whatever applied 
to him applied also to the Postmaster.) By the 
73d rule it was provided that ‘a Doorkeeper 
should be appointed for the service of the House.” 
The 74th provided that he should be sworn in, and 
the 75th provided that a Postmaster should be ap- 
pointed. By their rule, then, a Doorkeeper was 
to be appointed. They had pastponed action un- 
der that rule until the first of March, 1951. A 
resolution was now offered to do what? To make 
the Sergeant-at-arms also Doorkeeper. To com- 
bine the two offices: not to abolish the Doorkeeper: 
not to ¢reate an office that did not already exist, 
but to give to the Sergeant-at-arms, under the rule, 
an additional office, the office of Doorkeeper—thus 
combining the Doorkeeper and Sergeant-at-arms j 
—and by that form of action to discontinue the 
license or assent that had been given to Mr. Hor- 
ner to actas Doorkeeper. 

Now, his first objection was, that if they were 
going to do that, they must do it under the rule 
regulating the manner in which the Doorkeeper 
was made. Ifthey turned to the 14th rule, they 
found it provided that in all cases of election the 
vote should be taken viva voce. The proposition 
now was to. elect a man whom they had already 
elected as Sergeant-at-arms to be Doorkeeper also. | 
They could not make anything else of it. They 


Sergeant-at-arms, or anything else, but it was 
nothing more nor less than an election of Door- 
keeper. They had under their rules a Sergeant- | 
at-arms; they had also a Doorkeeper. They pro- 
posed to withdraw the license by which the present 


tions should be viva voce. The Chair had décide: 
again and again—and he (Mr.- S.) -had voted 
to sustain that decision against his: side of the 
House—that this viva voce requirement wasa tech: 
nical one; that it could not be falfilled by resola~ 
tion; and that if a resolution were offered to maka, 
any one of these officers, it was .out of order, be- 

cause it conflicted with this rule which prescribed 
that if these offices were held. in any other way 

than by sufferance it must beby election vivavoce, 

i.e. by a call of the names of the members of ‘the 

House and the answer by each gentleman of the 

person. whom he ‘preferred for the office, so ag 

to ascertain whether the majority vive voce would 

confer upon him the office, with its emoluments 

and privileges, 

It seemed to him, therefore, in addition to the 
reason stated by the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, [Mr. Asuun,] that there was this other rule, 
together with the construction which the Speaker 
„had repeatedly given to it, which prevented this 
resolution from being received in order under the 
rules of this House: for, as he had before said, 


.call it devolving additional duties upon the Ser- 


geant-at-arms, or call it whatever else they might, 
the proposition could mean nothing else; it was 
nothing else than a proposition to elect the Ser- 
geant-at-arms to be also Doorkeeper; and that by 
cesolution, which the rule did hotadmit, having pre» 
scribed another form in which that officer should 
be chosen. ; a 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 
T understand you have decided that the postpone 
ment of the election of Doorkeeper until March, 
1851, makes it out of order to-attempt to proceed 
to the election of that officer until the day named. 
In my judgment, your decision iscorrect. I under- 
stand, also, however, that you have decided it to 
be in order for the House at any time to provide for 
the temporary performance of the duties of Door- 
keeper. This I understand to be the object of the 
resolution offered by the gentleman from South 
Carolina, (Mr. Burr.] 

But the gentleman from Ohio {[Mr. Scuencx} 
argues that the passage of this resolution will be, 
in effect, the ‘election of a Poorkeeper. At the 
same time, he contends that the mere acquiescence 
of the House in the performance of the duties of 
Doorkeeper by the present incumbent will make 
his incumbency valid, and entitle him to all the 
emoluments of the office. Then, by the gentle- 
man’s own argument, the Doorkeeper will be 
elected by sufferance or acquiescence of the House; 
and he involves himself in the inconsistency and 
absurdity of arguing that the House can do by in- 
direction that which it cannot do by a difect act. 
I think there can be no question, sir, that if, by 
its sufferance or acquiescence, the House can de- 
volve the duties of Doorkeeper upon the officer 
of a previous Congress, the same thing can be done 
by a positive resolution; for the acquiescence is but 
an implied resolution. And if the duties may be 
devolved upon the old Doorkeeper, they may cer- 
tainly be upon the Sergeant-at-arms, or any other 
person. AEA 

The matter is equally clear upon the question of 
order. The acquiescence of the House is buta 
resolution perpetually implied. The operation of 
that implied resolution commences from this mo- 
ment, and must necessarily exist during every 
moment of the continuance of this offcer in his 
place It would, therefore, at any time, be in 
order to propose to do by direct and positive act 
that which is done at every moment by indirect 
implication and silent acquiescence. The decision 
of the Chair is manifestly correct, and ought tobe 
sustained. ; a 

Mr. GENTRY said he should vote to:sustain 
the appeal from the decision of the Chair, but from 
reasons entirely different from those assigned by 
gentlemen who had preceded him. He held that 
the House had very ample power to. do anything 
relative to its organization. ‘They had the right 
to elect a Doorkeeperand Postmaster. For many 
days they had been engaged in ineffectual efforts 
to elect a Doorkeeper. eary of these efforts, 
they had decided to postpone the execution of the 
order for the election of these officers until the 
termination of the present Congress, ‘That de- 
cision: was, in his opinion, tantamount to a dec- 


Doorkeeper also. How could the 


do it? Only f 
under the 14th rule, which provided that all elec 


larauion on the part of this House that the present 
Doorkceper and Postmaster—that was the Door- 
keeper. and Postmaster ofthe last Congress— 
should be the Doorkeeper and Postmaster of the 
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present Congress. It was, in effect, an-appoint- 

ment of Mr. Horner and Mr. -Johnson—an elec- 

tion of these gentlemen—to bé the Doorkeeper 
and the Postmaster of the present Congress be- 

cause by the law of usage—which was an estab- 

lished law, and quite as authoritative, until repealed 

by the action of this House, as any law that gov- 
erped it—until the present House elected these offi- 
cers, the officers of the preceding Congress hold 

the offices, and enjoyed all the emoluments, and 
performed ailthe functions which, under the rule of 
the House, and under the Parliamentary law, per- 
tained to them. The House had decided that to 
be. the case by postponing the execution of its 
order. It was the law of usage of which he spoke 
usage which had passed into a law—a definitive, 
authoritative law, that the officers of the preceding 
Congress should be the officers of the present Con- 
gress until their successors were elected. Under 
this law, so long as the House was satisfied with 
this state of things, these officers would act. If the 
House should become dissatisfied, he admitted 
thatthe House could elect these officers to-morrow. 
But the House had said that they would not fur- 
ther persist in the attempt to elect a Doorkeeper 
and Postmaster; therefore, under the operation of 
.this law of common usage, Mr. Horner and Mr. 
Johnson were the Doorkeeper and the Postmaster 
of the present House of Representatives, in the same 
way that the Clerk of the last Congress was Clerk 
of the present Congress until an election had taken 
place. He held, then, that the proposition of the 
gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Burt] was 
out of order, because the gentleman had proposed 
to transfer from the Doorkeeper and the Post- 
master the duties assigned them by the standing 
rule of the House. There was an express rule 
which said, that a proposition to change a standing 
rule should not be acted upon the same day on 
which it was offered. He held, therefore, that the 
Chair had decided wrongly in deciding that the 
resolution of the gentleman from South Carolina 
was in order, 

Mr. BURT remarking that he believed that the 
whole subject had been opened by the course which 
the debate had taken, said he desired to reply, by a 
very brief statement, to the argument of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, [Mr. Scnexcr.] That gentleman 
had sought to rest this question upon the ground 
that under the rule of this House its officers were 
to be chosen by election viva voce. And yet that 
gentieman had not only advocated, but repeatedly 
advocated, in this House, a proposition which he 
now avowed was intended to continue the indi- 
vidual who now sat on the Sreaxer’s left (Mr. 
Horner) as Doorkeeper of this House; thus avoid- 
ing the rule. If the doctrine of estoppel applied 
in this House, he apprehended that his friends on 
the other side of the Hail would have their lips 
sealed upon this question, 

Mr. SCHENCK (Mr. Burr yielding for ex- 
planation) said, so far from his having advocated a 
proposition of that kind; he had several times 
voted against entertaining such a resolution, and 
he had never until the very last time in which it 
had been offered voted for it, and then merely be- 
cause he had seen no prospect of organizing the 
House otherwise, or of extricating themselves 
from the difficulties in which they had so long 
been involved in any other way than by allowing 
the officers of the last Congress to continue to hold 
their offices by sufferance. 

Mr. BURT (resuming) said he was very glad 
to hear the explanation of the gentleman from 
Ohio, because really he thought the gentleman had 
done himself very great injustice in giving the 
vote which he had given, He had not heard the 
gentleman at any time vote differently from his 
party. But-having given that vote once, he 
thought the gentlernan would understand that 
once to be sufficient to estop him. 

But it seemed very obvious that the rule to which 
the gentleman referred had no reference to the 
proposition now before the House. That propo- 
sition simply sought to enlarge the duties of the 
Sergeant-at-arms of this House. Was not this 
all? It did not seek to elect an officer. It did not 
seek to divest anybody of the power which he now 
possessed. But it merely increased the duties of 
the Sergeant-at-arms until this House should do 
what he (Mr. B.) held it to be its duty to do— 
elect its officers. “Their rule enjoined it, and it was 
the duty of this House to proceed to this election. 
He intended to say nothing to offend any one as to 
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the course which the majority of this House had 
thought proper to pursue; he had no remarks to 
make about it. But it was enough for him to sat- 
isfy this House that that course-left the House 
without a Doorkeeper, and left the House without 
a. Doorkeeper until nearly the.close of this Con- 
TESS. : A 
j It was’ admitted, if he had understood the gen- 
tleman from Ohio (Mr. Scuencx] aright, that the 
individual who was here acting as the Doorkeeper 
of this House had no authority whatever, and 
acted by the mere sufferance of the House. That 
was all. He had understood the gentleman from 
Tennessee who was last up, [Mr. Genrry,] to 
argue that the Doorkeeper of the House, like the 
Clerk of the House, having once been elected, 
continued in office until his successor was chosen. 
He thought the gentleman from Tennessee utterly 
mistaken in that position. He (Mr. B.) had risen 
to show that there was no other authority what- 
ever for the Doorkeeper of this House than the 
rule of this House. That rule (the seventy-third 
tule) provided that $a Doorkeeper should be ap- 
pointed for the service of the House.” There was 
no other authority for that office than that rule. 
There was no law, there was no resolution of this 
House, and no proceeding of any nature which was 
obligatory upon the House in reference to this mat- 
ter. lt should be remarked in considering this ques- 
tion, that more than one-half of the members of this 
House were not members of the last House, and 
had never had any choice in the election of this 
Doorkeeper. He was here against the wishes of 
a majority of this “House, as expressed on re- || 
peated occasions; he had been voted for time after 
time, and had always failed to receive a majority of 
the votes of this House. 

Mr. PRESTON KING, (interposing,) rose, 
he said, to a point of order, and contended that the 
remarks of the gentleman from South Carolina 
were irrelevant to the question before the House, 
and out of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from South 
Carolina is traveling rather out of the record. 

Mr. KING. I ask, then, that the gentleman 
take his seat. ` 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from South 
Carolina, being called to order, and being decided 
out of order, will take his seat. 

Mr. BURT, saying.“ Certainly, sir,” resumed. 
his seat. 

Mr. McLANE moved that the gentleman from 
South Carolina have leave to proceed in order. 

The question was taken, and decided in the af- 
firmative. 

So leave was granted to Mr. Burt to proceed 
in order, 

Mr. BURT (resuming) said he was certainly 
very much obliged to the House for the courtesy 
they had extended to him. He had supposed that 
the course which his honorable friends from Ten- 
nessee [Mr.Grnrrx] and from Ohio [Mr. Scuencx] 
was irregular, and he had thought he was follow- 
ing their course and replying to their arguments. 

He understood, then, the precise question before 
tre House at this moment to be upon the appeal 
which had been taken from the decision of the i 
Chair. The question, then, being whether this 
resolution related to a matter of privilege of the 
House, he apprehended that the whole House had 
decided, for the last fortnight, that the election of 
the officers of the House, or the appointment of 
persons to perform the duties of Clerk, Sergeant- 
at-arms, and Doorkeeper, was a matter affecting 
the privilege of this House; for by the decision of 
the Chair—which had been acquiesced in by the 
whole House for the last fortnight—the resolution 
to proceed to the election of these officers had had | 
precedence over all other business, and. had par- 
taken of the character of privilege. Thinking that 
this proposition stood impregnably upon the same 
ground, he was content to take his seat. ! 

Mr. McLEAN, of Kentucky, rose (he said) į 
not to make a speech, but to remind the House | 
of afact. According to his recollection, this House || 
had passed a resolution directing the Doorkeeper || 
and Sergeant-at-arms to execute the rules of the 
House. Therefore, not only by postponement of 
the order for election, but also by resolution of 
the House, they recognized the present Door- 


keeper. They had a Doorkeeper by the solemn 
action of the House. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, said he had buta few | 
words to submit to the House upon the question 


i 


before it. The seventy-third rule requires that 
“ a Doorkeeper shall be appointed for the-service 
of the House.” That rule remains in. full force, 
and cannot be repealed or evaded by a simple res- 
olution to postpone to a remote day.. It is binding 
and obligatory upon the House, and under it we 
must act The Constitution provides that “ each: 
House may determine the rules of its proceeding,” 
‘and that “ the House of Representatives shall choose 
their Speaker and other officers.” The rules: we 
have adopted determine that we shall have a Door- 
keeper as ‘one of our officers, and we are bound 
by these rules, under the Constitution, to appoint, - 
this officer. It is not necessary that he be elected. 
The rule says-he ‘shall be appointed,” and it is 
competent for the House to appoint or designate 
him by any means it may adopt. The resolution 
which was passed, only puts off the election; it can- 
not deprive the House of the power of appoint- 
ment; and, sir, I had intended, had I been able to 
get the floor, to move a resolution that the Speaker 
do appoint a Doorkeeper to act until an election 
by the House. But, sir, l- failed to getting’ the 
floor, and now the proposition comes to us in this 
shape. It is competent for the House to entertain: 
it; it is bound, in my judgment, to act uponit... ` 

It is contended by the gentleman from ‘Tennessee 
[Mr. Genrry] that the resolution of postponement 
does in effect elect a Doorkeeper. If this is true, 
then the only point of order which can be raised 
against this resolation is, that itis not in order be- 
cause we have a Doorkeeper already elected—and 
not that he cannot be elected by resolution. By 
claiming that they have thus made an officer by 
resolution, they are estopped from objecting to an 
appointment by the same means. Now, does the 
resolution passed continue the Doorkeeper of the 
last Congress as the officer of this Congress? and 
if so, in what manner? The gentleman says that 
usage in this respect makes law, and he compares 
this office to that of the Clerk. Now, sir, I differ 
from the gentleman very widely. The twenty-first 
rule provides that the Clerk “shall be deemed to’ 
continue in office until another be appointed.” 
This is the authority for the continuance of the 
Clerk, andon the adoption of the rules he became 
an officer of the House until superseded by an 
‘election. But there is no such rule in regard, to 
Doorkeeper. Now, how far can he hold over b 
usage? Usage has generally retained him until 
another election, and in nine ca&€s outof ten that 
election has been on the first day of the meeting of 
a new Congress. I assert that there is no instance 
of a Doorkeeper of one Congress holding over 
through another Congress by usage. This position 
failing, the gentleman from ‘Tennessee [Mr. GEN- 
TRY] takes the ground of the gentleman from Ohio, 
[Mr. Scyencx,] and contends that he holds over 
by general consent. If this is so, then the moment 
that general consent is withdrawn, the tenure by 
which he holds his office fails. Objection was made 
yesterday by my friend from Tennessee [Mr. Sav- 
AGE] to the old Doorkeeper. He withdrew his 
consent to his holding over, and to his continuance, 
and from that moment the Doorkeeper of the last 
Congress’ ceased to have any power in this. It 
was a personal privilege which the gentleman from 
Tennessee had a right to exercise, and its exercise 
determined the continuance of Mr. Homer as one 
of the acting officers of this House. 

It is claimed that precedent has established the 
rule for continuance. But, ‘sir, precedent has 
neversheld this office over but for. a day, or at most 
for a few days; but when it is proposed to continue ` 
the old Doorkeeper in. office through this entire 
Congress, there will be found noprecedent for this, 
The force of precedent will be found exhausted. 
I am satisfied that the ruling of the Chair is correct, 
and ought to be sustained. : ` 

Mr. INGE said, with the hope to put an end to 
this discussion, he would move to lay this appeal 
upon the table. - s 

Mr. HALL inquired of the Speaker what the 
effect of laying the appeal on the table would be? 

The SPEAKER was replying, when——~ ~ 

Mr. TOOMBS appealed to Mr. Ixce to with- 
draw his motion, to allow him (Mr. T.) to say a 
very few words. , 

The SPEAKER inquired whether the gentleman 


| from Alabama [Mr. Ince] withdrew the motion? 


Mr. INGE declined. - TAD S] 
Mr. BURT said he would appeal to. his friend 
to withdraw the motion. 


Mr. INGE withdrew it. 
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Mr. TOOMBS said he wished to say but a 
word upon this question. ‘The Speaker had de- 
cided that the proposition of the gentleman from 
South Carolina was in order, because it was a 
question pertaining to the organization of the 
House. He apprehended that the Speaker had 
committed an error in that respect. This was not 
an office known to the law; it was created only by 
the rules of the House. The office of Speaker 
and Clerk alone were known to the law, and when 
these two officers were elected, the House of Rep- 
resentatives were competent to pass a law—as they 
had already passed a law—and to do any business 
whatever. It was not every officer, whom by their 
rules they might choose to appoint, that was ne- 
cessary to the organization of the House. Sup- 
pose that, by a rule, they provided for the appoint- 
ment of a bootblack: coulda resolution for his ap- 
pointment be made a question of privilege, to ar- 
rest and override all other business? They might d 
create this office, and twenty more. if they saw 
fit, but these would not be such officers as were 
necessary to an organization of the House. Did 
the Chair hold that every officer provided for by 
a rule of the Fouse was necessary to the organi- 


zation of the House, and that it was, therefore, a || 


question of privilege? 

Mr. BAYLY inquired of the gentleman from 
Georgia, if a rule of the House was not as clearly 
obligatory upon the House as a law? 

_ Mr. TOOMBS replied, that it was, but its execu- 
tion was not a question of organization. This 
House had determined to postpone the execution 
of this rule until the first of March, 1851. He 
did not pretend to say whether that action contin- 
ued the old officers or whether it abolished the 
offices. They had refused to execu'e the rule—to’ 
elect these officers; they had the right to set aside 
the rule in this way; and it was nonsense to talk 
about this proposition being a question of privi- 
lege, and having precedence over all other busi- 
ness. The whole difficulty into which the Chair 
had fallen was in supposing that these were officers 
necessary to the organization, and that the ques- 
tion necessarily had precedence over other busi- 
ness, and that the House could do nothing else until 

` this matter was disposed of. 

Those officers who were recognized by the Con- 
stitution and the law were necessary to the organ- 
ization, and their election, from the neceasity of 
the case, was a question of privilege, which must 
be decided before the House could do any busi- 
ness. The Flouse had provided by rule for the 
election of Doorkeeper and Postmaster; they might 
also provide for fifty pages to be appointed by the 
House. But would gentlemen contend that be- 
cause the House had seen fit to waive the election 
of these officers, therefore the whole business of 
Congress and the country must give way when 
the gentleman from South Carolina proposed to 
make these pro tempore officers? If they wanted 
to elect pro tempore officers, they must do it accord- 
ing to the rule. 

Mr. BURT (Mr. T. yielding at his request) 
said he would be glad to know if the gentleman 
from Georgia recognized as officers of this House 
the Doorkeeper and Postmaster of the last House 
of Representatives? * 

Mr. TOOMBS¢ereplied, thatwhether he did or 
not, was immaterial to this question of precedence 
of business. He was arguing the question of | 
privilege, and whether these offices were vacated 
—whether they existed ordid not exist, did not af- 
fect the question. 

Mr. BURT wished to suggest to the gentleman 
from Georgia, that the office of Clerk was not one 
recognized by the Constitution. s 

Mr. TOOMBS said it was by the law of 1789. || 

Mr. BURT (continning) said, that the Consti- 
tuticn and the law of 1789 provided for the election 
of Clerkand other officers; and whenever the House 
created other offices, those officers became necessary | 
to the perfect organization of the House; and 
when chosen, they partook of the privileges of the 
House, and became atiachés of the House, as the 


gentleman would find, if he would extead his re- 
aearches into Parliamentary law. 
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Mr. TOOMBS (resuming) said, the gentleman 
from South Carolina was wholly mistaken in sup- 
posing that the Doorkeeper of the House and any | 
officer whom they might create by their rules | 
stood upon the same footing as the Speaker and 
Clerk, who were recognized, the Speaker by the 
Constitution, and both by the Jaw of 1789, and who 
were necessary to the organization of the Honse. 
The Doorkeeper and Postmaster were created by 
rule, and this refusal to elect them might be one 
way, anda very proper way, of getting rid of them. 
The Speaker and the Clerk recognized, the one 
by the Constitution, and both by the law of 1789, 
were the only officers whom they were under ob- 
ligation to elect. None other were necessary to 
"an organization, to the full, perfect performance 
of all their duties as a House. They could pass 
laws, or do any other legislative act, without them. 
He repeated, he denied that there was any ques- 
tion of privilege relating to organization, except 
the election of those officers.recognized by the law 
and the Constitution. The House had determined 
not to execute its own rules, creating a Doorkeeper 
and Postmaster. Had they not the right to do so? 
That was one mode of dispensing with these of- 
fices—of abolishing them. The House having 
postponed the election of these officers till 1st of 
March, 1851, this was a proposition to create a 
new officer, or in other words, to devolve new du- 
| ties upon the Sergeant-at-arms. It was, therefore, 
clearly out of order. 

Mr. McLANE, of Marvland, expressed an un 
willingness to detain the House, but he deemed it 
important that the question should be adjusted at 
this time. He desired to observe, first, that this 
office of Doorkeeper was created in the year 1789, 
at the very first meeting of the first Congress. On 
the first mecting the Doorkceper was appointed, 
and was subsequently confirmed by resolution. 
The Clerk was provided for on the same day— 
the Ist of March, 1789—and the provision for the 
election of a Clerk, and his continuance in office, 
was embodied in the rules of the House. The 
gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Toomss] contended 
that by the rules of the House it was provided that 
t the Clerk, and all other officers of the House, 
should continue to hold their offices until their 
successors should be appointed; and that we, by 
adopting the rules of the last Congress, have adopt- 


sors. We had adopted the’rules of the last Con- 
gtess, and on that fact he rested the whole case, 
because the House had bound itself to the execu- 
| tion of its duty under these rules, and we had de- 
termined that they should be execnted at a remote 
day—the Ist of March, 1851. The House was 
aware, therefore, that it could not- perform the 
solemn duty of electing these officers, imposed 
on it by the rules, until March, 1851. In the 
mean time, as had been admitted by the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, [Mr. Scuencr] the present | 
Doorkeeper (Mr. Horner) holds the office by suf- | 
ferance. And the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr 


| Savace] had insisted on his right to require that | 
| the person now acting as Doorkeeper should be | 
When || 


the gentleman rose and insisted on his right, || 


excluded from the privilege of the floor. 


it, appeared to be but proper that the House 

should adopt some course of action in accord- | 
ance with this suggestion. What did the gentle- į 
man from South Carolina propose by the reso- 
lution which he had submitted? His object was 
to provide for the contingency which, in the opin- | 
ion of the gentleman from Tennessee, had been 

created. If the Doorkeeper held over his situation | 


through the rules. But if he did not hold on un- ; 
der the rules, but only by sufferance, then, clearly, | 
the objection of any one member divested him of | 
his title by sufferance, and the House was bound 
to provide for the contingency thus occurring, as | 
clearly one of privilege identical with the action of 
organization. 


‘Mr. TOOMBS said he rested his position on 


ed this provision by which the officers of the House | 
hold their offices until the election of their succes- ; 


under the rules, he could only be approached || 


Georgia would not forget that the House hadal- 
ready repudiated that authority. When the gef- 
tleman from Georgia presented his views on’ the 
subject of the election of a Clerk of this House, and 
rested his opinions on this authority, he would 
remember that the whole House—he would not 
say the whole House, but a large majority—had 
cried down the effort. So that in presenting the 
act of 1789, as the ground of his argument in the 
settlement of the question of privilege, it was not 
sustained by the opinion of the House. 

Mr. TOOMBS said that when he made the at- 
tempt to address the House, there were no rules 
in existence, and he did not regard the decision of 
the majority on that occasion as any authority. 

Mr. McLANE made a reply, which was not 
audible on account of the conversation near the 
reporter. He was understoodjto be arguing, that, 
as the order under which the House was to elect 
had been postponed, it was in the power of the 
House to provide temporarily for these offices. 
He submitted that the House had ruled that the 
question of Jprivilege as to theelection of a Clerk, 
émbraced all the other officers necessary to the 
organization of the House. 

Mr. SCHENCK stated that the Chair had made 
a decision, when a similar resolution had been 
formerly submitted, that it was out of order, as 
the Fouse could only elect its officers by a viva 
voce vote. ; 

Mr. McLANE rejoined, that was not to the 
point, for the question before us was not whether 
we should elect. On all hands it was agreed that 
the clection was postponed to March, 1851: mean- 
while who shall perform the duties of Doorkeeper? 
Shall it be Mr. Horner, the Doorkeeper of the 
last House of Representatives, or shall it be opr 
own Sergeant-at-arms, elected by this House at 
its present session ? : f 

Mr. SCHENCK expressed his intention to sus- 
tain the view which had been thrown out by the 
Chair in its decision.’ 

Mr. McLANE hoped the gentleman from Ohio 
would sustain the Chair by his vote on this 
question; and then they would rule that the Ser- 
geant-at-arms, or some one else, (Mr. Horner, him- 
self, perhaps,) should perform the duties of Door- 
keeper. ` ; 

Mr. BURT begged permission to refer to the 
act of 1789, in order to show that it did not con- 
template the election ofa Clerk, but that the provis- 
ion related to the administering of the oath to the 
Clerk. It did not authorize the House to elect a 
Clerk, but merely to administer the oath to the 
Clerk. 

Mr. McLANE then called the attention of the 
House to the datés of the proceedings, to show 
that the Clerk had been elected already when this 
act was passed. He did not understand that the 
act referred to any other officer than the Clerk, 
and onlv to provide for swearing him. 

Mr. TOOMBS said, his point was not how the 
Clerk was created. He had only meant to show 
that the law provided how he should be sworn. 

Mr. McLANE understood the gentleman from 
Georgia [Mr. Toomes] as now resting the ques- 
tion of privilege alone on the act of 1789. i 

Mr. TOOMBS. Not at all. He merely had 
contended that the House could not. proceed to 
business until a Clerk had been elected. ie 

Mr. BURT made a remark, not audible, relative 
to the Doorkeeper being sworn to keep,secrets, as 
it was understood by the reporter... 

Mr. McLANE said, that when he had referred 
to the gentleman from Georgia, he did understand’ 
that he presented the act of 1789 to rest upon it 
his areument as to the question of privilege. If 
such was not. the case, then -the reference to the 
act was not pertinent at all.’ “Why was it that the 
question of privilege, as embraced in choosing the 
officers of the House, had overruled every proceed- 
ing of the House for the last six or seven weeks. it 
was because the Constitution of the United States 

| provided for that election. He referred the House to 
the 73¢ rule-as to the election of Doorkeeper. The 
House had not said it would not comply with the 


| 


the act of 1789.. 
Mr. McLANE trusted the gentlenian from 


requisitions of this rule, bat had merely fixed a 
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day, at a remote period, for the election of a Door- 
‘keeper, and was called upon to say who in the 
mean time should execute the duties of the office. 
There could be no difficulty in the decision of this 
question. It was agreed on.all hands that the pres- 
ent Doorkeeper only held the office by sufferance. 
Now, it is perfectly competent for the House to say 
that he shall no longer continue to hold the situwa- 
tion. , The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Sav- 
AGE] had wipe¢ away. the whole title by suffer- 
ance; and it now devolves on the House to deter- 
mine what shall be done. 

Mr. HILLIARD made a few remarks imper- 
fectly heard.. He was understood as quoting, in 
opposition to the declaration that the present Door- 
keeper held the office by sufferance, the resolution 
adopted by the House authorizing the Doorkeeper 
to perform certain duties as to the admission of 

"persons to the ladies’ gallery. Here the Doorkeep- 
er was recognized by the express authority of the 
House. 

Mr. McLANE asked leave to call the attention 
of the gentleman from Alabama to the argument, 
which was, not what the Doorkeeper was required 
to do, but who was the Doorkeeper; or, until his 
election, who shall perform his duties. 

Mr. HILLIARD admitted this, but stated that 
the question, to which he addressed his remarks, 
was, whether the Doorkeeper was here by suffer- 
ance. He had been created Doorkeeper by the 
authority given him by the House. y 

Mr. McLANE said he had presented the only 
point he wished. It was to be decided by vote to- 
day, not who is the Doorkeeper at this moment, 
but who shall perform these duties until the House 
elect in March, 1851. 

Mr. McL. said he cared nothing in this discussion 
as to who should eventually perform these duties; 
the question should now te settled whether the 
title by sufferance should be acquiesced in by a 
majority of the House; if not, the objection of any 
member would leave the House without a Door- 
keeper whenever and as often as the objection 
should be raised; hence, again, the question was 
one of privilege or priority. 

Mr. HALL moved that the appeal be laid upon 
the table, 

On this motion the yeas and nays were asked 
and ordered. 

Mr. ASHMUN asked the Speaker to state the 
effect of the motion, if it should prevail. 

The SPEAKER. The effect of the motion 
will be to sustain the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. ASHMUN. I suggest to the gentleman 
from Missouri [Mr. Haus] to substitute for his 
motion, a demand for the previous question, so as 
to bring the House to a direct vote on the appeal. 

Mr. HALL said, if there were any reasonable 
prospect that the demand for the previous question 
would be sustained, he would adopt the suggestion 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Asn- 
mon.}| Not believing, however, that such would 
be the result, he (Mr. H.) would adhere to his 
motion. 


Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, said he was in- 


formed that many members were absent from their | 


Seats, and as it was desirable to have a full vote on 


this question, he would move a call of the House, |! 


and on that motion would ask the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered, 
Mr. McLANE withdrew his motion. 


The question then recurred on the motion of | 


Mr. Haut that the appeal be laid upon the table. 


Mr. BINGHAM rose to inquire what would | 


be the effect of the motion to lay on the table? 

The SPEAKER. In the opinion of the Chair, 
if the appeal is laid upon the table, the effect will 
be that the decision of the Chair will be sustained. 
Such has heen the uniform practice of the House. 

Mr. BINGHAM. And the House will then be 

«brought to a direct vote on the resolution of the 
gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Burt]? 

The SPEAKER. ‘Yes—if the appeal is over- 
ruled and the decision sustained. 

The question, “Shall the appeal be laid upon 
the table??? was then taken, and decided in the neg- 
ative—yeas 101, nays 104, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bing- 
hain, Bissell, Bocock, Booth, Bowdon, Boyd, A. G. Brown, 
Wm. J. Brown, Buel, Burt, Jos. Cable, George A. Caldwell, 
Campbell, Carter, Cleveland, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Col- 
J cock, Daniel, Disney, Dankam, Darkee, Edmundson, Ewing, 
“Featherston, Fiteh, fuller, Gerty, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, 
Ball, Hamiiton, Haralson, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, Thomas 
L. Harris, Hibbard, doagland, Holliday, Howard, Hubbard, 


Inge, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Julian, 
Kaufman, La Sére, Leffler, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, 
McClernand, McPonald, McDowell, MeLanahan, Robt. M. 
McLane, McQueen, MeWillie, Miller, Milson, Morris, 
Morse, Olds, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Powell, Rich- 
ardson, Robbins, Robinson, Root, Ross, Savage. Sawtelle, 
Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Stetson, 
Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Thomp- 
son, William Thompson, Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, 
Wellborn; Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wilmot, Woodward, and 
Young—1l0l. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Andrews, 
Ashmun, Baker, Bokee, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, C. 
Butler, Thos. B. Butler, E. C. Cabell, Calvin, Casey, Chand- 
ler, Clark, Clingman, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crow- 
ell, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, A. Evans, N. 
Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Gentry, Giddings, Goodenow, Gott, 
Gould, GrinneJl, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Heb- 
ard, Henry, Hilliard, Holmes, Houston, Howe, Hunter, Jack- 
son, James L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, Geo. fG. King, 
James G. King 
teson, MeKissock, F. E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, More- 
head, Morton, Nelson, Nes, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, 

Phenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rock- 
i well, Rosé, Rumsey, Sackett, Sehenek, Sehermerhorn, 
Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Spalding, Sprague, Stanly, Alexan- 
: der H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, J. B. Thomp- 
| son, Toombs, Tuck, Underhill, Van Dyke, Watkins, White, 
Williams, Wilson, and Winthrop—104. 


be laid upon the table. 


| with Mr. Duer.] í 

The question then recurred on sustaining the 
decision of the Chair. 

Mr. ASHMUN. Irise for the purpose of say- 
ing that I understand there is on the Speaker’s 
| table a message of an interesting character from 
the President of the United States, and for the pur- 
pose of getting at it, E ask the previous question. 
| [A message in writing from the President of the 

United States, by the hands of Colonel Briss, his 
Private Secretary, was received whilst Mr. Mc- 
Lang, of Maryland, was addressing the House. 
The message and accompanying documents were 
exceedingly voluminous.]} 

The SPEAKER staled the question on the de- 
mand of Mr. Asumo for the previous question. 

And there was a second. 


decision of the Chair) was ordered to be now 
taken. 

Mr. McCLERNAND moved that there be a 
call of the House. 

The SPEAKER. A motion for a call of the 
; House is not in order after the previous question 
j has been sustained. 

Mr. BURT asked the yeas and nays on sus- 
taining the decision of the Chair; which were 
| ordered. 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, moved that the House 
o now adjourn. 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered,and, 
cing taken, were—yeas 26, nays 172. 
So the House refused to adjourn. 


| 
id 
lo 


| judgment of the House?” and was decided in the 
| Negative—yeas 10], nays 104, as follows: 
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YUEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bayly, 
: Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Bocock, Booth, Bowdon, Boyd, A. 
G. Brown, W. J. Brown, Buel, Burt, Joseph Cable, G. A. 
| Caldwell, Carter, Cleveland, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Col- 
| eock, Daniel, Disney, Doty, Dunbam, Durkee, Edmundson, 
| Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Filler, Gerry, Gilmore, Gor- 
man, Green, Hall, Hamilton, Haralson, Harlan, Isham G. 
Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holliday, 
Howard, Hubbard, Andrew Johnson, R. W. Johnson, Jones, 
Julian, La Sere, Leffler, Liweficld, Job Mann, Mason, 
MeClernand, McDowell, McLanahan, Robert M. MeLane, 
' MeQueen, McWillie, Miller, Millson, Morris, Morse, Olds, 
| Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Powell, Richardson, 
| Robbins, Robinson, Root, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, 
| Frederick P. Stanton, Richard R. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, 
|| Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, 
| Williem Thompson, Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, 
| Wellborn, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wilmot, Wood, Wood- 
» Ward, and Young—101. * 
NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Andrews, 
Ashmun, Baker, Bokce, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, 
: Chester Butler, Thomas B. Buller, E. C. Cabell, Joseph P. 
i Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Clark, Cling- 
i man, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Deberrry, 
| Dickey, Dixon, Duncan, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, 
i Fowler, Freedley, Giddings, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grin- 
i neil, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, 
i Hilliard, Holmes, Houston, Howe. Tunter, Jackson, J. L. 
i 
i 


| 
i 
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H Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. 
| King, Preston King, H. Mann, Marshall, Matteson, MeKis- 
ji sock, Finis E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, Morehead. Mor- 
|, ton, Nelson, Nes, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Owen, 
ii Pheonix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rocki 
i: weil, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, 
i; Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Spalding, Sprague, Stanly, Alexi 


į ander H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, ‘faylor, John B. 


Watkins, White, Wiliams, Wilson, and Winthrop—1@4. 


, Breston King, Horace Mann, Marshall, Mat- | 


So the House decided that the appeal should not | 


(Mr. Kaurmaw stated that be had paired off |! 


And the main question (being on sustaining the | 


| The question then recurred and was taken, | 
i Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the! 


; Thompson, Toombs, Tuck, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, | 


So the decision of the Chair was reversed. 

And the resolution of the gentleman from South 
Carolina [Mr. Burr} was declared to be out of 
order. 

So the resolution was not received. 

{Mr. Vinton stated that he had paired off} 
with whom, the reporter could not hear.].. í 

RULES OF THE HOUSE. 

The SPEAKER. The question now before the 
House is on the motion heretofore made by the 
gentleman from Ohio, that the rales—— a 

Mr. STANLY. | I desire to call the attention o 
the House to the Executive documents on the 
Speaker’s table, in order that they may be printed. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair was about to 
state the business before the House. The question 
| now before the Flouse is onthe motion of the gen- 
| tleman from Ohio that the rules be suspended for 
| the purpose of enabling him to submit a motion 
| that thereport of the Committee on the. Rules. be 
| made the special order for to-day, 

And the question, “Shall the rales be sus- 
pended?” was taken, and decided in-the negative. 

So two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 
rules were not suspended. 


THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 

Mr. BAYLY. I move that the House resolve 
itself into Commitee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, to enable me to offer the usual resolutions 
relating to the annual message of the President. 


MESSAGES. 


Mr. GENTRY said that there was a very great 
anxiety on the part of the. two Houses of Con- 
gress to know what the views of the present Ad- 
ministration were upon a very important and in- 
teresting question. He understood that there was 
now a message lying on the Speaker’s table in 
relation to that subject. i 

Mr. BAYLY. For the purpose of enabling 
the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Gentry] to 
submit his motion, and for that purpose only, I 
waive my motion to go into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. GENTRY. Ihope that I shall be allowed, 
by the unanimous consent of the House, to move 
that the message to which F refer be opened and 
read. : 

The SPEAKER, There are now lying on the 
Speaker’s table three Messages from the President 
| of the United States. The gentleman asks the 
; unanimous consent of the House that these més- 
sages be laid before it. 

Is there any objection? ‘Fhe Chair hears none. 
The Speaker will lay the messages before the 
House in the order in which they were received, 
as the Speaker is not aware which is the message 
to which the gentleman from: Tennessee [Mr. 
| Gentry] refers. 


THE FRANKLIN EXPEDITION. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the first 
message. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, suggested that 
the reading thereof should be dispensed with.. 
The SPEAKER said it was usual for messages: 
| from the President to be read. 
| Mr. GENTRY suggested that the House could 
| dispense with the reading. 
The SPEAKER assented. 
Mr. GENTRY moved that the reading: of the 
message be dispensed with, and that it be laid on 
the table and printed. 
>The SPEAKER. Is there any objection that 
this message be laid upon the table and printed ? 
Mr: CLINGMAN. I desire that it should be 
read. . - 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from North 
Carolina [Mr. Cuivemay] insists on the reading. 
Does the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. GEN- 
TRY} persist in his motion? 
Mr. GENTRY. No, sir. A 
The message was then read as follows: 
To the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the United States: 
I herewith submit to you copies of a correspond- 
ence with the Lady of Sir John Franklin, relative 
to the well-known expedition under hi$ command, 
to the Arctic regions, for the discovery of a north- 
west passage. On the receipt: of her- first letter, 
imploring the aid of the American Government in 
a- search for the missing ships engaged in an enter. 
prise which interested all*civilized nations, E anx- 
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iously sought the means of affording that assist- 
ance, but was prevented from accomplishing the 
object [had in view in consequence of the want of 
vessels suitable to encounter the perils of a proper 
exploration, the lateness of the season, and the 
want of an appropriation by Congress to enable 
me to furnish and equip an efficient squadron for 
that object. All that I could do, in compliance 
with a request which I was deeply anxious to 
gratify, was to cause the advertisements of re- 
ward, promulged by the British Government, and 
the best information I could obtainas to the means 
of finding the vessels under the command of Sir 
John Franklin, to be widely circulated among our 
whalers and seafaring men, whose spirit of enter- 
prise might lead them to the inhospitable regions 
where that heroic officer and his brave followers 
who periled their lives in the cause of science and 
for the benefit of the world, were supposed to be 
imprisoned among the icebergs or wrecked upon 
a desert shore. 

Congress being now in session, the propriety 
and expediency of an appropriation for fitting out 
an expedition to proceed in search of the missing 
ships, with their officers and crews, is respectfully 
submitted to your consideration. 

Z. TAYLOR. 


Wasuineron, January 4, 1850. 


On motion of Mr. GENTRY, the message was 
then laid upon the table and ordered to be printed. 


CALIFORNIA AND NEW MEXICO. 


The SPEAKER then laid before the House the 
following message: 


Wasuineron, January 21, 1850. 
To the House of Representatives 
of the United States : 

I transmit to the House of Representatives, in 
answer to a resolution of that body, passed on the 
31st of December last, the accompanying reports 
of heads of Departments, which contain all the 
official information in the posscssion of the Execu- 
tive asked for by the resolution. 

On coming into office I found the military com- 
mandant of the department of California exercising 
the functions of civil governor in that Territory, 
-and left, as I was, to act under the treaty of Gua- 
dalupe Hidalgo without the aid of any legislative 
provision estabiishing a government in that Terri- 
tory, I thought it best not to disturb that arrange- 
ment, made under my predecessor, until Congress 
should take some actionon that subject. I there- 
fore did not interfere with the powers of the mili- 
tary commandant, who continued to exercise the 
functions of civil governor as before; but I made 
no such appointment, conferred no such authority, 
and have allowed no increased compensation to the 
commandant for his services. f 

With a view to the faithful execution of the 
treaty, so far às lay in the power of the Executive, 
and to enable Congress to act at the present session, 
with as full knowledge and as little difficulty as 
possible on all matters of interest in these Territo- 
ries, I sent the Hon. Tuomas Burrer Kine as 
bearer of dispatches to California, and certain offi- 
cers to California and New Mexico, whose duties 
are particularly defined in the accompanying letters 
of instruction addressed. to them severally by the 
proper Departments. 


I did not hesitate to express to the people of į; 


those Territories my desire that each Territory 
should, if prepared to comply with the requisitions 
of the Constitution of the United States, form a 
plan of a State constitution, and submit the same to 
Congress, with a prayer for admission into the 
Union as a State, but I did not anticipate, sug- 
gest, or authorize, the establishment of any such 
government without the assent of Congress, nor 
did I authorize any Government agent or officer to 
interfere with or exercise any influence or control 


over the election of Delegates, or over any Con- | 


vention, in making or modifying their domestic 
institutions, or any of the provisions of their pro- 
posed constitution. On the contrary, the instruc- 
tions given by my orders were, that all measures 
of domestic policy adopted by the people of Cali- 
fornia, must originate solely with themslves; that 
while the Executive of the United States was de- 
sirous to protect them in the formation of any gov- 
ernment republican in its character, to be at the 

roper time submitted to Congress, yet it was to 
pe distinctly understood that. the plan of such a 
government must at the same time be the result of 


| pased State of that name, is believed to be unin- 


i for that Territory as ceded by the treaty of Gua- 


| gress as a State, our Constitution would have af- 


| remains for Congress to devise some mode for its 


| doubtedly true that the property, lives, liberties, 


| part of California have formed a plan of a State 


their: own deliberate choice, and originate. with 
themselves, without the interference of the Exec- 
utive. 

Tam unable to give any information as to laws 
passed by any supposed government in California, 
or of any census taken in either of the territories 
mentioned in the resolution, as I have no informa- 
tion on those subjects. . f 

As already stated, I have not disturbed the ar- 
rangements which I found had existed under my 
predecessor. 

In advising an early application by the people 
of these Terrjtories for admission as States, 1 was 
actuated principally by an earnest desire to afford 
to the. wisdom and patriotism of Congress the 
opportunity of avoiding occasions of bitter and 
angry dissensions among the people of the United 
States. i 

Under the Constitution, every State has the right 
ofsestablishing, and from time to time, altering its 
municipal laws aad domestic institutions, inde- 
pendently of every other State and of the General 
Government, subject only to the prohibitions and 
guarantees expressly set forth in the Constitution 
of the United States. The subjects thus left ex- 
clusively to the respective States, were not designed 
or expected to become topics of national agitation. 
Still, as under the Constitution, Congress has 
power to make all needful rules and regulations 
respecting the Territorjes of the Ynited States, 
every new acquisition of Territory has led to dis- 
cussions on the question, whether the system of 
involuntary servitude which prevails in many of 
the States should or should not be prohibited in 
that Territory. The periods of excitement from 
this cause, which have heretofore occurred, have 
been safely passed; but, during the interval, of 
whatever length which may elapse before the ad- 
mission of the Territories ceded by Mexico as 
States, it appears probable that similar excitement 
will prevail to an undue extent. 

Under these circumstanees I thought, and still 
think, that it was my duty to endeavor to‘put it in 
the power of Congress, by the admission of Cali- į 
fornia and New Mexico as States, to remove all 
on for the unnecessary agitation of the public 
mind, 

It is understood that the people of the western 


; constitution and will soon submit the same to the 
| judgment of Congress and apply for admission as 
| a State. This course on their part, though in ac- 
cordance with, was not adopted exclusively in con- 
' sequence of any expression of my wishes, inas- 
; much as measures tending to this end had been 
| promoted by the officers sent there by my prede- 
cessor, and were. already in active progress of 
execution before any communication from..me 
reached California. If the proposed constitution 
shall, when. submitted to Congress, be found to 
be in compliance with the requisitions of the Con- 
stitution of the United States I earnesty recommend 
that jt may receive the sanction of Congress. 

Ths part of California not included in the prò- 


habited, except in a settlement of our countrymen 
in the vicinity of Salt Lake. 

A claim has been advanced by the State of | 
Texas toa very large portion of the most populous 
district of the Territory commonly designated by 
the name of New Mexico. If the people of New 
Mexico had formed a plan of a State government 


better protected than the 

treaty of cession. ; ee 

Should Congress, when California shall present 
herself for incorporation into ‘the Union, annex à 
condition to her admission as a State affecting her 
domestic institutions contrary to. the wishes of her 
people, and even'compel her temporarily.to comply 
with it, yet the State could change her'constitation 
at any time after admission, when to her it should: 
seem expedient. Any attempt to deny to the peo- 
ple of the State the right of self-governmest in a 
matter which peculiarly affects themselves will in- 
fallibly be regarded by them as an invasion of their 
rights; and, upon the principles laid down in our 
own Declaration of Independence, they will cer- 
tainly be sustained by the great mass of the Ameri- ` 
can people. To assert that they are a conquered 
people, and must as. a State Submit to the will of 
their conquerors, in this regard, will meet with no 
cordial response among American freemen, Great 
numbers of them are native citizens of the United 
States, and not inferior to the rest of ourcountry- 
men in intelligence and patriotism; and no language 
of menace to restrain them in the exercise of an 
undoubted right, substantially guarantied to them 
by the treaty of cession itself, shall ever be uttered 
by me, or encouraged and sustained by persons 
acting under my authority. It is to be expected 
that in the residue of the territory ceded to us by 
Mexico the people residing there will, at the time 
of their incorporation into the Union as a State, 
settle all questions of domestic policy to suit them- 
selves. 

No material inconvenience will result from the 
want, fora short period, of a Government estab- 
lished by Congress over that part of the Territory 
which lies castward of the new State of California; 
and the reasons for my opinion that New Mexico 
willat no very distant period ask for admission 
into the Union are founded on unofficial informa- 
tion, which I suppose is common to all who have 
cared to make inquiries on that subject. 

Seeing, then, that the question, which now ex- 
cites such painful sensations in the country, will 
in the end certainly be settled by the silent effect of 
causes independent of the action of Congress, E 
again submit to your wisdom the policy recom- 
mended in my annual message of awaiting the salu-. 
tary operation of those causes, believing that we 
shall thus avoid the creation of geographical par- 
ties, and secure the harmony of feeling so neces- 
sary to the beneficial action of our political system. 
Connected, as the Union is, with the remembrance 
of past happiness, the sense of present blessings, 
and the hope of future peace and prosperity, every 
dictate of wisdom, every feeling of daty, and every 
emotion of patriotism, tend to inspire fidelity and 
devotion to it,and admonish ‘us cautiously to 
avoid any unnecessary controversy which can 
either endanger it or impair its strength, the chief 
element of which is to be found in the regard and 
affection of the people for each other. 

Z. TAYLOR. 
The message having been read— AES 
Mr. VENABLE moved that it be referred, with 

the accompanying documents, to the Committee.on 

the Territories. 

Mr. BAYLY said he would suggest to the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina [Mr. Venanix] that 
it would be better that the message should be re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. It required no action by the Com- . 
mittee on the Territories; but was a general sub- 


y ever were before the 


dalupe Hidalgo, and had been admitted by Con- | 
| 
forded the means of obtaining an adjustment of | 
the question of boundary with Texas by a judicial 
decision. At present, however, no judicial tribu- 
nal has the power of deciding that question, and it 


adjustment. Meanwhile I submit to Congress the 
question, whether it would be expedient before 
such adjustment to establish a Territorial Govern- 
ment, which, by including the district so claimed, 
would practically decide the question adversely to 
the State of Texas, or by excluding it, would de- | 
cide it inher favor. In my opinion such a course | 
would not be expedient, especially as the people of | 
this Territory still enjoy the benefit and protection 
of their municipal laws, originally derived from 
Mexico, and have a military force stationed there | 
to protect them against the Indians. It is un- | 


| 
| 


ject pertaining to the Union. 

Mr. VENABLE, in reply, could scarcely be 
heard on the left of the Chair; but he was uader- - 
hat he had no very particular wish 
| upon the subject. He desired that the message 
and documents might be printed, and although it 
| scemed to him that the subject properly belonged 
‘to the Committee on the Territories, yet if the 
! House thought that it should goto the Committee 
of the Whole on the state`of the Union, he would 
acquiesce. 


Mr. CLINGMAN, ` Ido not know that I ex- 
nd what thé motionis. If it is to 


e Committee on the Terri- 
f that committee, and there 


i 


i stood to say t 


tories, an so 
y e opinions 
which if the subject is debatable, I desire to sub- 
mit a few remarks. Is the motion to print and to 
refer debatable? : se 
“The SPEAKER. The motion to print is de. 
t ion to refer is also, debatable, 


and religion of the people of New Mexico. aré 


batable. “The mot 
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but only to a limited extent. Then, addressing ! 
Mr. Vexasre, the Speaker said, ** What is the 
motion of the gentleman from North Carolina?” 
“Mr. VENABLE. I move the printing of the | 
message, and its reference. 

The SPEAKER. To what committee? 

Mr. VENABLE. To the Committee on the 
Territories. , 

Mr. CLINGMAN. During the last Congress | 
it was considered proper, on a motion. to print 
documents, to enter into the merits of the subject 
to which they related. .Am Ito understand that 
this matter is open to remark? If so, I wish to || 
submit a few observations to the House... | 

The SPEAKER said the subject was debatable. || 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said that the | 
hour was growing late, and that if the gentleman i| 
from North Carolina [Mr. Ciixaman] desired to |! 


i 
speak, and would give way for a motion to ad- ji 
journ, he (Mr. T.) would submit that motion. |! 

his would be the first question before the House || 
to-morrow. ` i 

The SPEAKER said the Chair did not desire | 
that the House should adjourn under a misappre- li 
hension. If the House should adjourn, this would |! 
not be the first business in order to-morrow. i 

Mr CLINGMAN. If it suits the views of |! 
gentlemen that the subject should be made the |; 
special order for to-morrow, Lam content. I do | 
not wish to detain the House now; but Lam in- į 
clined to say something, either to-night or to-! 
morrow. . The IIouse can consult its own dispo- | 
sition, and I shall cheerfully yield to it. | 

Mr. CARTER moved that the House adjourn. 

The SPEAKER.. The gentleman from North | 
Carolina [Mr. Crivemay] has the floor. 

Mr. WINTHROP said, he understood the | 
Chair to ‘say that this would not be the first busi- į 
ness in order to-morrow, and the Chair was un- 
doubtedly right. But would not the Chair qualify |; 
the remark by saying that it would be the first busi- | 
ness in order when the “House proceeded to the | 
business on the Speaker’s table. After one hour | 
had been given to the reception of reports from || 
committees and to resolutions, a motion would be |! 
in order that the House proceed to the consider- |j 
ation of business on the Speaker’s table; and then 
this question would be first in order. 

The SPEAKER assented. 

Mr. CLINGMAN (upon this understanding of || 
the state of the question) said, he would yield the || 
floor for a motion to adjourn. | 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, made the | 


j 


motion, which was decided in the affirmative. i} 
And thereupon the House adjourned. j 


PETITIONS, &e. ! 

The following petitions and memorials were 
presented under the rule, and were referred. | 
By Mr. HARALSON: The petition of Thomas W. Bol- |! 


ton, Robert Simms, Jobn Ray, and 139 others, praying Con- 
gress to abolish the affiee of Chaplain wherever it may exist ij 
by its anthority ; which was referred to the Committee on | 
the Judiciary. li 

By Mr. ROBBINS: The petition of Mrs. Mary B. Rice, | 
of Philadelphia, praying that a pension may be granted her |} 
as the widow of William Rice, in cousideration of services $| 
rendered in the warof Mexico. Referred to the Cominittee |! 
on Invalid Pensions. H 

By Mr. YOUNG: The memorial of Thomas Threlkeld | 
and 24 others, retnonstrating against the appropriation of 
our national funds for the support of a national clergy for 
the Houses of Congress, for the army and navy, for military 
purposes, and Indian stations. Referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. FREEDLEY: The petition of Jacob Drinkhouse, |} 
Esq., late of Montgomery county, Pennsylvania, a revola- 
tionary soldier, for aid. 

Mr. BOKEE moved that the, petition of Charles W. Bab- | 
bitt, for compensation as acting carpenter in the navy, be |! 
taken from the files aad referred to the Committec on Naval || 
Affairs. A 

By Mr. BOYD: The petition of Samuel Merrifield, claim- il 
ing bounty land on account of the services of Jobn A. Mer- || 
rifield, deceased. i 

Also, the memorial of sundry citizens of Kentucky, asking i 
the abolition of the office of Chaplain under the authority ; 
of the United States. 


By Mr. GIDDINGS: For the abolition of the internal 
slave trade—from Solomon J. Banks and 56 other citizens | 
of Philadelphia; and from T. Morris and 56 other citizens, ; 
also of Philadelphia. i 

For adopting by Congress measures of general peace— | 
from Benjamin Sanders and 64 other citizens of Martins- | 
burg, Ohio. i 

For the exclusion of any new State whose constitution 
does not exclude slavery—from the Society for the Abolition 
of Slavery in Philadelphia. 

_A petition for repealing so much of existing Jaws as estab- 
Nesh eourts of the United States in South Carolina. : 

The petition of Greep Plain Meeting of Congregational | 

Friends, for the abolition of the Army and Navy. | 


: Ways and Means. 


By Mr. HAMILTON: ‘The memorial of 47 citizens 
of Mount Savage, Maryland, asking a reduction of postage. 
Referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Ormotion by Mr. BRIGGS, 

Leave. was granted to withdraw from the files of the 
House the papers having reference to the establishment of 
a Branch of the Mint of the United States in the city of 
New York; and they were referred tothe Committee of 


Also, leave was granted to withdraw the papers of Mrs. 
W. W. Drinker, for claim of pension, from the files of the 
House; and they were referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. PHELPS gave notice that on to-morrow he would 
ask leave to introduce a bill to amend the act providing for 


: the payment of horses and other property lost in the mili- 


tary service of the United States. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, January 21, 1850. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senĝte 


i! a report of the Secretary, showing the names of, 


and the salaries allowed to, persons in his office. 
Also, a report from the same, showing the ex- 
penditures from the contingent fund of the Senate 
during the year ending the 2d December, 1849. 
These communications were read, laid on the 
table, and the motion to print referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing. ` 


Also, a report from the Secretary of the Interior, į 


communicating the papers in relation to the appli- 
cation of John A. Rogers for a pension. 

Also, from the same, a report, made in compli- 
ance with a resolution of the Senate of the 7th 
instant, calling for statements in relation to the 

ablic lands. 

Which were read, laid on the table, and the 
motion to print referred to the Committee on 
Printing. 

MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. ATCHISON presented the memorial’ of | 
| Mary Smith Whetmore, widow of the late Major 


Alphonso Whetmore, an officer in the war of 1812 
with Great Britain, asking that she may be al- 
lowed a pension; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Also, a statement of the claims, &c., of Thomas 
Allen against the United States, for printing the 
Compendium of the Sixth Census; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. MILLER presented the memorial of the 


| Mayor and Common Council of the city of New- 


ark, New Jersey, asking an appropriation for the 


‘improvement of the navigation of Newark bay 
i and the Passaic river; which was referred to the 


Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. CLAY presented a petition of citizens of || ing compensa 


: New York, setting forth the advantages that had 
j resulted to England from cheap postage, and ask- 


ing that Congress will extend the same benefits, 
by fixing a maximum of two cents on all prepaid 


| letters; which was referred to the Committee on | 


the Post Office and Post Roads. 
“Mr. WALKER presented a petition from citi- 


| gens of the United States, asking a reform in the | 


land system; which he desired might be read, and 
it was accordingly read, as follows: 


“The undersigned, citizens of the United States, respect- 


fully represent: ‘That, in their opinion, the system of land į 


trafiie, imported to tbis country from Europe, is wrong in 
principle; that itis debasing us to the coudition of dependent 
tenants, of which condition a rapid increase of inequality, 
pauperism, misery, vice, and crime are the necessary conse- 
quences; and that, therefore, now, in the infancy of the Re- 
public, we should take effectual measures to eradicate the’ 


! evil and establish a principle more in accordance with our 


republican theory, as laid down in the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence ; to which end we propose that the General Gov- 
ernment shall no longer traffic, nor permit traffic in the ptib- 
lie Jands yet in its possession, and that they shail be laid out 
in farms and Sots for the free use of such citizens (not pos- 
sessed of other Jand) as will occupy them, allowing the set- 


tler the right to dispose of his possessions to any one not | 


possessed of other land, and that the jurisdiction of the public 
lands he referred to the States or Territories only on condi- 
tion that such a disposition should be made of them. 

“Phe expelled aristocracy of European despotisms are 
buying up our Jands for speculation, while American repub- 
licans are homeless. The case admits of no delay.” 

The memorial was then referred to the Commit- 


tee on Public Lands. 


Mr. DOUGLAS presented the memorial of Wil- 
liam Archer, of Washington city, asking for the 
survey and location of a railroad from the national 
metropolis to the Pacific Ocean, with specification 
and estimate for a commercial road of three tracks 
the whole distance, showing where the ways and 
means are to be found without taking a dollar from 


the national treasury; together with a statement 
showing the advantages the said road would have 
on the foreign and domestic trade of the United 
States and commerce of the world; which. was re- 


ferred to the Committee on Roads and Canals: 


Mr. SEWARD presented the memorial.of Mrs. 
Morris Foot, widow of Lyman Foot, late a sur- 
geon in the army, asking a pension; which, with 
the papers of Lyman Foot on the files of the Sen- 
ate of the Twenty-third Congress, was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. i 

Mr. SEWARD. I am- also requested by a 
number of citizens of New York to present a`pë- 
tition praying for the action of Congress- for ‘the 
adoption of some form of national arbitration asa 
substitute for the evils of war. [am requested by 
the petitioners to commend the object of their pe- 
tition to the consideration of the Senate. Tt isan 
object of a character ‘the importance of which will 
be admitted by all. ` Fcan only say, that the char- 
acter and moral worth of those whose signatures 
are attached to this petition give it all the respect- 
ability which can be desired. j 

The memorial was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. She 

Mr. BORLAND presented a petition from citi- 
zens of Arkansas, asking the establishment of a 
mail route from Little Rock to Fort Smith, in that 
State; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. ' 

Mr. DAYTON presented the memorial of the 
heirs of Richard Hartshorn, asking indemnity for 
French spoliations prior to 1800; which was re- 
ferred to the select committee. 

Mr. COOPER presented resolutions passed by 
the General Assembly of the State of Pennsylva- 
nia in favor of the construction of a railroad from 
Lake Michigan to the Pacific, on the plan pro- 
posed by Asa Whitney; which were ordered to 
lie on the table and be printed. _ 

Also, five petitions from miners, merchants, 
manufacturers, and other citizens of Schuylkilt 
county, Pennsylvania, asking the readjustment of 
the tariff of 1846,,and the imposition of ‘specific 
duties in the place of ad valorem, with a proper 
discrimination in favor of domestic manufactures; 
which were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD presented the’ memorial of 
the heirs of the legal representatives. of, Daniel 
Morgan, an officer of the army of the Revolution, 
asking permission to locate on any unappropriated 


| land the unsatisfied portion of a bounty land war- 


rant issued to their ancestor; which was referre: 
to the Committee of Claims. i 

Mr. PEARCE presented the memorial of the 
legal representatives of Wiliam Carmichael, ask- 
i tion for diplomatic services at the 
Court of Madrid; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. : 

Also, a memorial feom the Maryland State Ag- 
ricultural Society, asking the establishment of a 
Bureau of Agriculture; which was referred to the 
Committee on Agriculture. 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, presented a peti- 
tion of citizens of Racine, Wisconsin, asking ‘an 


| appropriation for the improvement of the harbor 


at that place; which was referred to. the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 

Mr. BORLAND presented the petition of Ame- 
lia Sophia Catharine Whetmore, widow of Leon- 
idas Whetmore, asking to be allowed a pension; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs: 

Mr. BERRIEN. I present the memorial of the™ 
Mayor and Aldermen of the city of Darien, Geor- 
gia, asking the erection of a marine hospital at 
that place. : ; 

The memorial states that during the past year a 
greatnumber of vesselsarrived in that port, and that 
many of their crews were taken sick, and a great 
number died. There were no means of adminis- 
tering the ordinary attentions which they required, 
but those which were afforded by the personal tib~ 
erality of the citizens, who defrayed these expen- 
ses from their own resources. They sustained 
and nursed the sick during their illness; andit 
seems to me highly proper that an appropriation 
should be made to compensate them for the money 
thus expended.. I move that the memorial be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce: 

It was so referred. . BENG SE ee MOE hs 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented the memorial 
of the legal representatives of John R. Cham- 
pagne, asking indemnity. for French spoliations 
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prior to 1800; which was referred to the select 
committee on the subject. š 

Mr. BENTON submitted documents relating to 
the claim of Absalom Hughes, a United States 
pensioner, for an increase of pension; which weré 
referred to the Commitiee on Pensions. 

Mr. DICKINSON. presented~the petition of 
John McCann and others, asking that diplomatic 
intercourse with the Government of Austria may 
be suspended; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Relations. - 

_Mr. COOPER presented fifty-five- petitions of 
citizens of Philadelphia, asking that the spirit ra- 
tion in. the navy may be abolished; which were 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Ihave been intrusted with a 
large number of memorials involving two subjects, 
one asking for the abolition of corporal punish- 
ment in the navy, and the other the discontinuance 
of the use of intoxicating liquors on board of any 
of the vessels of the United States, except in the 
dispensary. To these various memorials are at- 
tached the signatures of some 12,000 persons—sig- 
natures embracing some of the most worthy men 
in our State. They embrace members of the vari- 
ous professions, and indeed of every occupation of 
life; and I would observe that they truly represent 
the impressions and opinions of this portion of the 


community on the subjects embraced in the me- ! 
I beg leave to say that I hope these me- ! 


morials. 
morials will undergo the scrious consideration of 
the committee to which they may be referred, and 
that at the proper period I shall lend my most ear- 
nest efforts for the accomplishment of the object 
for which they ask. I move that they be referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
The motion was agreed to. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. HUNTER ‘gave notice that he would to- 
morrow, or some subsequent day, ask leave to in- 
troduce a bill to fepeal so much of an act approved 
March 3d, 1849, entitled «* An act to establish the 
Home Department, and to provide for the Treas- 
ury Department an Assistant Secretary of the 
Treasury and a Commissioner of Customs,” as 
relates to the Department of the Interior. 

Mr. MASON gave notice that he would ask leave 
to introduce a billto change the time of holding 
the District Court of the United States in the west- 
ern district of Virginia, and for other purposes. 

Mr. BORLAND gave notice that he would to- 
morrow, or some subsequent day thereafter, ask 
leave to introduce a bill for the relief Peter A. 
Carnes.’ l 

Mr. KING gave notice that he would to-mor- 
row, or some subsequent ‘day, ask leave to intro- 
duce a bill to repeal the 13th section of the act en- 
titled “ An act to establish the judicial courts of 
the United States,” approved 24th September, 1789. 

Mr. FOOTE gave notice that he would to-mor- 
row ask leave to introduce a bill to be entitled 
“An act to grant to the States of Alabama and 
Mississippi, respectively, a donation of public 
land, to aid in the construction of a railroad from 
Mobile to the mouth of the Ohio river.” 

BILL ON LEAVE. 

Mr. BORLAND, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to establish 
a port of entry and delivery at Little Rock, in 
Arkansas; which was read a first and second time 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce.. 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN FROM FILES. 


On motion by Mr. YULEE, 

Ordered, That the petition of Wm. D. and Julia Acken, 
representatives of Wm, Tool, deceased, on the files of the 
Senate, be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. JONES, 


Ordered, That the petition of Adam D. Stewart, on the | 


files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee of Claims. 
On motion by Mr. PEARCE, 
Ordered, ‘hat Alexander Tait have leave to withdraw his 
petition and papers. ; 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- 
memorial of the Panama Railroad Company, in 
relation to a contract with the Secretary of the 
Navy, for the transportation of stores and troops, 
reported in favor of printing; which report was 
agreed to. 


Mr. B. also, from the same committee, to whieh 


to which was referred the motion to print the | 


i 
| 
\ 
| 
i 
\ 
| 


j| owi 


| cannot be estimated. 


was referred the motion to-print ten thousand ad- 
ditional copies of the report of the Committee on 
the Judiciary on the bill to provide for the more 
effectual execution of the third clause of the 
second section of the fourth. article of the Consti- 
tution of the United States, reported in favor of 
the same; which report was concurred in. 

Mr. B. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the motion to print the petition of 
Charles L. Jones, for compensation for services in 
subsisting volunteers in the late war with Mexico, 
reported against the same; which report was con- 
curred in. 

Mr. B. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the motion to print the petition of 
citizens of Virginia against the employment of 
chaplains in the public-service, reported against 
printing the same; which report was concurred in, 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the motion to print the report of the Sec- 
retary of State of the 16th January, together with 
the accompanying correspondence of the Consul 


favor of printing the same; which was concurred in. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the motion to print the usual additional 
copies of the report of the Commissioner of the 
General Isand Office, reported in favor of the same. 


` 


CUMBERLAND DAMA, 


Mr. BELL. I am directed by the Committee 
on Commerce to report back a bili making an ap- 
propriation for the repair and improvement of the 
dam at the head of Cumberland Island, on the 
Ohio river. AndI must ask the Senate this morn- 
ing to favor me so far as to consider this bill now. 
Senators who were present at the last session of 
Congress will remember that this question under- 
went some discussion at that time; and I believe 
there were but seven or eight members of this body 
who felt themselves constrained, upon the ground 
of the principle involved in the question, tő vote 
against the proposed appropriation. This bill, like 
the one of last year, proposes an appropriation for 
| the repair of a portion of the Cumberland dam in 
the Ohio river; and as there are some Senators 
! who have taken their seats since the time when 
| the question was before the Senate, I will state in 
i their hearing, in order that they may understand 
| precisely the nature of the case, that this dam, 
Í owing to the dilapidated condition into which it 
has been permitted to fall by neglect, has become 
a very serious obstruction to the navigation of the 
Ohio river; and this obstruction has been increas- 
ing for two or three years past, to the very great 
inconvenience and detriment of those States bor- 
dering upon that river, including Western Penn- 
sylvania and Western Virginia, The obstraction 
has been greatly increased, as I have said, within 
the last two or three years, by the increase of the 
bar which has been formed in,the channel; and to 
such an extent has that obstruction grown, that 
the river can scarcely be navigated with safety, 


| except in very high water. I will state, that since 


the commencement of the-last session of Congress, 
when a bill similar to this was proposed, there 
have been within my own knowledge five lives 
lost at that place in consequence.of the condition 
of the channel, and an amount of property de- 
stroyed, of which I have no estimate, but which I 


i know to be very considerable, amounting at least 


to one hundred and fifty or two hundred thousand 
dollars worth, and all this in consequence of the 
neglect to repair the dam. 

I will state, further, that for the last two or three 
years, except when there has been high water or 
a freshet, and that comprehends a large portion of 
the business season, it has been necessary to keep 
a stationary steam power at that point, in order to 
aid ascending boats of all classes, where a cascade, 
at low water, of three and a half or four feet has 
to be overcome. Boats have been destroyed there 
in great numbers, especially flat-boats; many have 
been broken and agreat number materially injured. 
The destruction of property that has occurred there 
Independently of the loss of 
preperty from the capsizing of boats, and having 
to throw the cargo overboard; independently of the 
cost incident to the delay occasioned by the neces- 
sity for unloading and then reloading, the loss 
must amount to a sum of money which cannot be 
estimated upon any known data, but which, if it 
could be estimated, would probably be found to 
be two or three hundred thousand dollars annually. 


z 


of the United States at Valparaiso, reported in | 


——S 


This obstruction has been increasing for two or 
three years past, and I press for thé passage of the 
bill now, upon, the. ground that unless the appro- 

riation be made and the work commenced early 


i : : 3 : 
In the winter, the obstruction must remain for an- 


other year. If the relief be delayed until the end 
of the session, the repair of the dam cannot be ac- 
complished until next season, and two years must 
elapse before the work can be accomplished. 

ask of the Senate that this bill may be passed 
upon at once, so that it may go to the House and 
receive as early consideration there as possible, in 
order. that the Government: may undertake ‘the 
work without unnecessary delay, and secure its 
completion by. the end of this year. T trust there 
will be no opposition, but that it will be allowed to 
pass, because it stands on peculiar grounds, and 
does not fall within the principle of general appro- 
priations for purposes of internal improvement. 
The dam has been placed there by the Govern- 
ment: it is an obstruction which has been occa- 
sioned by the act of the Government, and it must 
either be removed or repaired; and in the opinion 
of competent engineers it would be much cheaper 
to repair it than to remove it altogether. Thedam 
is about six hundred yards, or nearly: half a mile, 
in extent. A description of it will be found amongst 
the documents sent down from the Topographical 
Department. Š ee ; 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in: Com- 
mitttee of the Whole, proceeded to the eonsidera- 
tion of said bill. _. 

Mr. CLAY. J rise, sir, to express the hope 

that the object which the Senator from Tennessee 

has in view will be attained, and that this bill will 

be passed now, so as to afford an opportunity of 

repairing the dam, or otherwise to effect an im- 

provement in the navigation of that river in the 

course of the present year. Sir, I happen to have 

some knowledge—much more than J could have 

wished to have had—of this particular obstruction. 

It was my misfortune or fortune to pass down the 

Ohio river, on board the Old Hickory—a steamboat 
bearing a name rather ominous, I must confess— 

still E was not deterred, by the name, from going 
on board her—about three or four yeat ago. We 
occupied about four weeks in a voyage from 
Louisville to Natchez, which, under ordinary cir- 
cumstances, would not have taken us more than 
four days, and a considerable portion of the de- 
lay arose from the very obstruction to which the 
Senator from Tennessee alludes. I remember 
the dam particularly well. We stuck upon it, 
and all around us were the, wrecks of boats, re- 
maining there, which had been destroyed in con- 
sequence of the dam, at low water. And I fur- 
thermore recollect that. there were seventy or 
eighty head of cattle, that somebody was carry~ 
ing for consumption in New Orleans, that had to 
be thrown out of the boat, some drifting down the 
river, and others making their way through float- 
ing timber and ice to the shore on the other side, 
where they were afterwards taken up and brought 
on board the steamer again. In fact, sir, the ob- 
struction is of a most serious character, not only 
affecting property to a considerable extent, but en- 
dangering human life; and I think, sir, that under 
the circumstances, the Senate having had this sub- 
ject under consideration—as I understand it had— 
Tast session, and a very large majority voting In 
support of the proposition, if it is to be adopted it 
should be adopted now, so as to secure the unob- 
structed navigation of the river. I hope it will be 
allowed to pass without any opposition. 

Mr. KING. [ rise to ask, sir, whether there 
has been a report made by the committee in this 
case? ; 

If I understand the object o f 
is to get clear of an improvement, as it was called, 
that was constructed by the Government under an 
appropriation by Congress, urged upon ihis body 
time and again with a view to improving the pav- 
igation of the Ohio, which, as. it. turns out, far 
from being an improvement, IS an obstruction, 
which it is now necessary. to remove. 

Mr, BELL. I cannot give a direct answer to 
the honorable Senator. J can only state that this 
improvement was made upon the same eae 
upon which most other great national works 
improvement have been made, with the view 0 
improving the navigation, It was made at a time 
of. low. water, 1 do not know how many years 

thaps some ten, twelve, or fifteen, on the 


f the gentleman, it 


go, perhap: J ee 
application of no particular class of citizens, nor 


` , intended, 
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with a view of benefiting any particular locality, 
but for the promotion of the general interests 
connected with the navigation of the Ohio river. 
It answered the purpose for a long series of years, 
but gradually there has been a bar formed in the 


channel that was proposed to be left open, to such 4 
an extent as to impede materially the passage ofë 


boats between Cumberland Island and the Ken- 
tucky shore. : 

The honorable Senator from Alabama asks me 
if the committee has reported. ‘The committee 
has made no report; they rely upon the report 
which has been made by the Topographical Bu- 
reau, which goes over the whole ground. The 
nature of the obstruction has been fully pre- 
sented in that report, which has been prepared by 
skillful and scientific officers. The proposition is 
either to remove the dam altogether, or to repair it 
so as to make it efficient—if it can be made effi- 
cient—for the purpose for which it was originally 
If it can be made to answer the pnrpose 
originally intended, it will be a great public benefit. 
It affects the commerce and business of nine or 
ten States. Western. Pennsylvania, western Vir- 
ginia, and all the States lying along the Mississippi 
are concerned in it~Louisville, Cincinnati, Pitts- 
burg, and all the towns along the Ohio river, as 
well as New Orleans, are interested in the naviga- 
tion of the Ohio. I cannot say that it is precisely 
connected with the interests of Alabama, but all 
the other States bordering on the Mississippi and 
Ohio, the Upper Mississippi as well as the Lower, 


the Arkansas and Red Rivers, are directly and | 


immediately interested. All the trade and inter- 
course bétween the sections I have mentioned are 
involved; and, sir, the State of Tennessee has a 
very great interest in this matter. The interest 
that I feel in this work is not only on the score 


of the general interests of the trade and naviga- | 


tion. of the Ohio, but especially on the score of 
the navigation of the Cumberland river—one of 
the finest rivers in the country, as the gentleman 
from Alabama well knows. All the cotton, to- 
bacco, and corn of Middle Tennessee, with the 
great amount of iron, lumber, and red cedar passes 
down that river; and, what may surprise some 
gentlemen here, the trade in staves for the supply 
of the French market is very great on that river, 
for it is stocked with a very large proportion of 
the finest lumber for that purpose, all of which 
finds its outlet by that river. 

The Cumberland river, in consequence of this 
obstruction, is likely to be blocked up, and its 
whole commerce seriously impeded. This has 
been, to some extent, the case for four or five years; 


not by means of the dam directly, but owing to | 


the formation of a broad bar at the foot of Cum- 


berland Island, where the river widens, and there | 


is not a sufficient current to keep the channel open. 
In consequence of the impossibility of keeping the 
channel open, owing to the formation of this bar, 


the navigation of Cumberland river is likely to be | 


obstructed for two-thirds of the year, in such a 
manner as to place a most onerous burden on the 
commerce of Middle Tennessee. It is for this 
reason that I feel a particular interest in this mat- 
ter; but the interests of our commerce generally 
are of still more importance. 
moved, the obstruction may be in a great measure 
remedied; but the engineer estimates that it will 


be far cheaper for the Government to repair the | 


dam than to remove any portion of it sufficient to 
open the navigation on the Winois side of the 
island. In the opinion of professional gentlemen 
and engineers, it would be better to repair the dam 
than take it away. 

Mr. CLAY. I did not understand that there 
was any diffienlty or error originally in the con- 
struction of the dam. On the contrary, it has 
contributed very greatly to the advantage of the 
navigation of the river; but then, sir, artificial ob- 
jects of this kind require occasional reparation. 
This dam has not been repaired. On the contrary, 
it has been neglected for several years, and the 
obstruction has been getting more and more seri- 
ous every year. If there had been a timely ap- 
plication of money for the repair of the dam, it 
would now be performing the purpose which was 
intended; but it is owing to neglect in repairing it 
that the obstruction has arisen. 

Mr. KING. Mr. President, I heartily subscribe 
to all that has been said by the Senator from Ten- 
nessee in regard to the vast importance of the un- 


If the dam is re- 


adjacent States. 


which { have. forgotten—I believe it was the Henry 
Clay—and_ sir, We stuck upon every bar, and we 


river, principally in consequence, as we were told 
by the commander of the boat, of these dams. 
They are so constructed that, instead of improving 


almost impassable in a low state of the water; and 


gation would have been better. They were in- 
tended as an improvement, but they have turned 
out to be anything but an improvement. 

Sir, I have ever been in favor of lending the aid 
of the Government to the improvement of the navi- 
gation of this great thoroughfare. My votes have 


propriations of this kind; but unless there is some 


pended so as to be beneficial, and in some degree 
permanent, it is a useless expenditure of the pub- 
lic money. We know, and the Senator from Ken- 
tucky knows as well as any member of this body, 
that the expenditures made under appropriations 
of Congress for internal improvements of any kind, 
either for canals or harbors, or for the improve- 
ment of rivers or of roads, have always, under the 
management of those in whose hands they have 
been placed, cost double as much as was neces- 
sary, and the work when done generally of a very 
inferior description, and rarely answered the pur- 
pose intended. ; 

Now, sir, I do not rise with a view to oppose 
the bill; my own desire is that these obstructions, 
which we have created by an injudicious expendi- 
ture of money, shall be removed, and let the Ohio 
river flow in its natural channel. That, it appears 
to me, would be much the better way. 
sir, from what I have observed myself, that if all 
the so-called improvements that have been made 
were removed, the navigation of the river would 
Be greatly benefited. I should like, therefore, that 
we should have some assurance that the bill itself 


will be so expended as to remove these obstruc- 
tions, instead of being spent in repairing them. 
The temporary repair spoken of by the Senator 
from Kentucky, will not answer any valuable pur- 
pose. 
this bill. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 
| Mr. President, into a discussion of the general 
|| system which has been recommended by the Top- 
ographical Bureau, in relation to works of internal 
improvement. I have greater objections to the 
system itself than I have to the manner in which 
it is proposed to be carried out. Nor, on the 
other hand, will I follow the distinguished Senator 
from Alabama, in his remarks on the bars in the 
Ohio river. Í have had nuch experience in rela- 
‘| tion to those bars; and I might say to him, if com- 


periences, as was said by Æneas to Queen Dido, 
|! when she required him to relate the history of the 
|| downfall of Troy, 

« Thou commandest me to renew unutterable grief.” 

| But this is a peculiar case, and I rise merely to 
i| make a statement connected with it. 

The question is, whether we shall remove the 


i 
l 
i that the Government having placed an obstruction 
il in the natural channel of the river, and thereby 
|| interrupted the navigation, they have committed a 
i| nuisance which they are bound to abate. Now 
i the question is, whether it can be most effectually 
| abated by reconstructing such portion of the dam 
‘| as is broken, or by removing what may remain in 
| the channel. 

| When this question was before the Senate on a 


i 
I! 
i 


| former occasion, I recollect it was said that the | 


' dam had been destroyed; but by reference to the 


ii report of the Topographical Bureau, it will befound | 
| that the dam has not been destroyed, but a portion | 


| of it only has been beaten away by masses of float- 
i ing timber and ice. Something more than two- 
l! thirds of the whole extent of the dam is as perfect 
‘| as it was at first; but one extremity of it, which 
ii was improperly constructed, has been washed 
|| away, and this is the cause of the injury which 
i: the navigation has sustained. The dam was in- 


obstructed navigation of the river Ohio to the |) tended to stretch from Dog Island, on the Illinois 


It has been my fortune to have | 
gone down the Ohio river; not on board the Old | 
Hickory, but. on board some steamer, the name of : 


were an unusual number of days getting down the’ 


the navigation of the river, they have rendered it | 


if they had been taken away altogether the navi- | 


been recorded over and over again in favor of ap- ; 


means devised by which the money can be ex- | 


I believe, | 


should make some provision by which this money | 


1 shall offer no opposition, however, to | 


I will not enter, : 


|| pelled to enter into the reminiscence of those ex- | 


| dam which has been placed there by the Govern- | 
‘ ment, or whether we shall repair it; and I hold ; 
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shore, to Cumberland Island, on the Kentucky 
shore, so as to form a channel along the Kentucky 
shore; by the deflection of the current. So long 
as thé dam remained unbroken the water was sọ 
deflected, and. an artificial channel created along 
the Kentucky shore; but the extremity of the dam 
which approaches Cumberland Island having been 
washed away, the force of the current was thrown 
upon the head of the island. The longer the work 
is delayed the greater will be the extent of the 
damage, and the greater the expense attending its 
repair. oa 

Mir. FOOTE. Will the Senator yield the floor 
for a motion to proceed to the consideration of the 
special order of the day? 

Mr. DAVIS. Ihave no wish to stand in the 
way of proceeding with the special order, and, as 
I have rally very little more to say, I give way. 

Mr. FOOTE. I perceive that the hour for the 
consideration of the special order has arrived, and, 
with the Senator’s permission, I will move that 
this subject be postponed. awe 

Mr. BELL, Let it be made the special order 
for to-morrow? ` eri 

Mr. BUTLER. I hope not; there are several 
other important subjects to be considered by the 
Senate. 

Mr. BELL. TI will throw no obstruction in the 
way of other questions, but I give notice that I 
will ask that the consideration of this bill be re« 
newed to-morrow morning. 

Mr. CLAY. I hope it will be passed over in- 
formally. . 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That will require 
unanimous consent. a te 

Mr. CLAY. Certainly, it can be done by gen- 
eral consent. ; ; 

Mr. KING. Let it be laid upon the table, it 
can be called up at any moment. 

Mr. CLAY. Very well; very well. 

The bill was accordingly laid upon the table. 


“TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENTS. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the special order, viz: the resolution offered 
some days since by Mr. Foors, which resolution 
is as follows: a ; 

«t Resolved, That it is the duty of Congress at this session 
to establish suitable Territorial Governments for California, 
for Deseret, and for New Mexico.” 

Mr. CASS spoke at great length upon the sub- ~ 
ject. [This speech will be found in the Appen- 
dix.] Mr. C., without concluding, gave way, 
at the suggestion of Mr. Cray, to a motion to ad- 
journ; but the Senate went into Executive session, 
and, after some time spent therein— 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, January 22, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
On motion by Mr. FEATHERSTON, leave. 


was granted to introduce a bill to aid the State of 
Mississippi in reclaiming swamp and overflowed 
lands therein; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. . 

On motion by Mr. MOREHEAD, Teave was 
granted to introduce a joint resolution to authorize 
the Secretary of the Navy, in the procurement of 
hemp for the use of the navy, to purchase Ameri- 
can water-rotted hemp; which resolution was read 
a first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. PECK asked the unanimous consent of the 
House to introduce a resolution, which was read 
as follows: : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 


-structed to inquire into the propriety of refunding to the 


State of Vermont the moneys expended by that State in her 
endeavors to maintain our neutrality in the Canadian diffi- 
culties; and that the committee report by bill or otherwise, 

Mr. HOLMES asked that the resolution might 
be again read. 

And it was.read accordingly. 

No objection having been made, the resolution 
was received and adopted. : i 

Mr. WILLIAMS asked the unanimous consent. 
of the House to introduce a bill, of which previous 
notice had been given, the title of which was read 


| for information: “A bill grantinga pension to Dan- 


jel Story.” 


Mr. PRESTON KING. objected, remarking 
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that he thought these bills should come froma 
committee. : 
~ So the bill was not introduced. 

Mr. HALL asked the unanimous consent of the 
House to introduce a bill of which previous notice 
had been given. NS: 

The title of the bill was read for information, 
as follows: 

_ A bill granting the right of way to the State of 
Missouri, and an appropriation of publie lands, 
to make a railroad from Hannibal to St. Joseph, 
in said State.” í 

Objection was made by Mr. PRESTON KING. 

So the bill was not introduced. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, rose and asked 
Jeave to introduce a resolution of inquiry. 

Mr. LEFFLER inquired what was the regular 
order of business. 

The SPEAKER explained. 


THE FRANKLIN EXPEDITION. 


Mr. WINTHROP rose to a privileged question. |! 


He desired to move a reconsideration of the vote 
by.which the message reeeived yesterday from the : 
President of the United States relative to the Arctic 
expedition under the command of Sir John Frank- 
tin, had been laid upon the table. ' 

Mr. W. was understood to say (though very 
doubtfully heard) that at the time this message 
was disposed of, the House was anticipating a 
second message on another topic, and that he was 
sure that it was without any intention to show 
disrespect to the Executive, and from no indiffer- 
ence on the part of the House to the subject-mat- 
ter of the message, that it had been laid upon the 
table instead of being referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

The vote having been reconsidered, the message 
was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The resolution of Mr. Evans was then read, as, 
follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Coinmerce 
to inquire into the propriety of making an appropriation for 
the improvementor the harbor of Havre de Grace, in Mary- 

Objection having been made, the resolution was 
not received. 

Mr. BINGHAM desired to withdraw certain 
papers from the files of the House. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, objected, and 
insisted on the regalar order of business. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

The House then proceeded to the regular order 
of business, being the call of the committees for 
reports. 

Mr. BAYLY, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, to which was referred the joint reso- 


lution from the Senate limiting the expenses for | 
collecting the revenue from customs. for the pres-. 
ent fiscal year, reported the same back, with a 


substitute for the first section, as follows: 


Resolved, Sc., That instead of the sum appropriated for |; 


the expense of collecting the revenue under the act of 3d, 
March, 1849, a sum equal to one-half of that expended. in 
collecting the revenue 
1848, exclusive of the 
and labor in that year, 


expense of storage,cartage, dr ayage, 
be -and the same is hereby appropri- 
ated for the service of the half year commencing the Ist 
January, 1850, and ending the 30th June, 1850, together with 
such sum in addition as may be received for cartage, dray- 
age, labor, and storage. 

Mr. B.. moved th 
printed and referred to the Committee of the 
on the state of the Union. Agreed to. 

Mr. VINTON sent to the table an amendment, 
which he gave notice that he should, when the bill 
came up for consideration, offer as a substitute for 
it. The amendment was ordered to be printed 
with the bill. 

Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of William B. Crews; 
which was read twice, referred to the Committee 
of the Whole House, and ordered to be printed. - 
- Mr. DANIEL, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report upon the petition of William B. 
Prentiss; which was ordered to lie on the table and 
be printed. i 

Mr. D. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of Charles Ahrenfeldt and John 
H. F. Vogt; which was read twice, referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House, and ordered 
to be printed, with the report accompanying it. 

On motion by Mr. BURT, the Committee on 
Military Affairs was discharged from the further 
consideration of the petitions and memorials of Dr. 
F. R. Hills, Dr. Francis Drudy, and Angus Bur- 


at the bill and amendment be 
Whole 


| chel, asking: compensation for servicesin Mexico; 
i and ‘Thomas and Richard Hayward, for compen- 
| sation for supplies furnished to the troops in Fior- 
ie: which- were severally ordered to lie on the 
| table. i 

| Mr. BINGHAM asked the unanimous consent 
i of the House to withdraw from the files, for the | 
| purpose of referring them to the Pension Office, the 
i ich * a UIE 
| petition and papers of Michael Gregory. 

| Objection was made. 


INDIAN MOUNTED VOLUNTEERS. 


Mr. BURT, from the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, reported a bill for the payment of a company. 
| of Indian volunteers, who were called into the 
| service of the United States. : 
| The bill having been read twice by its title— 
Mr. BURT said that the bill madea small ap- 


Chair whether the House could not, by unani- 
! mous consent, act upon the bill at this time, al- 
i though the rule of the House required that a bill, 
i making an appropriation, should bè referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
: Union? 
| The SPEAKER. said, that in the opinion of the 
Chair, the House might, by unanimous consent, 
lact upon the bill now, without reference to the 
| Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
| Mr. BURT asked, then, he said, that the bill 
| might be read. 
The bill was then read. through. 


ae aea 


be instructed 


for the fiscal year ending 30th June,’ 


The SPEAKER said that the gentleman from 
South Carolina [Mr. Burr] asked that the bill 
might, by unanimous consent, be put upon its 
' engrossment. 
i- Mr. THOMPSON , of Mississippi, said that, be- 
i fore he gave his consent, he would like to know 
| why this claim had not been paid. It was a claim 


| he had heard of before. 


Mr. BURT said he would be glad of the oppor- 


bill, before the motion he had made was put to 
the House. 

This company of volunteers was called into the 
service of the United States in the year 1846, by 
General Kearny, at that time the commanding 
, officer on the western frontier. It was called into 
‘ service under the order of Gen. Taylor. It had 
no connection whatever with the Mexican war. It 
| was a company of Delawares and Shawnees, 
| whose services, as a spy company, General Kear- 

ny said were indispensable to his command. 
‘They were promised immediate payment. They 
| had ngt been paid, however, because they had not 
| been called into service under a strictly and techni- 
| cally military authority. ‘That was the only reason 
why payment had not been made. They had 
| applied for compensation immediately. The Sec- 
retary of War, two or three years since, recom- 
| mended that they should be paid at once. But 
they had not been paid yet. He trusted that Con- 
‘ gress would redeem the pledge of the country bya 
prompt and immediate: authority to the Secretary 
of War to make the payment. There was no 
reason why it should not be made, and made im- 
t mediately. ja ý 

© Mr. McCLERNAND said that the uniform 
| practice of the House had heretofore been to’ refer 
all such bills—all bills appropriating money, to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of theUnion. 
| He had listened to the explanation which had been 
made by the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. 
| Burt,] but could see no reason, in anything which 
had been said by the gentleman, why this bill 
should be exempted from the operation of the uni- 
form practice of the House—why it should be ex- 
empted from the operation of a peremptory rule 
by which all such appropriations of money were 
to be considered by the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. There was, moreover, 
a principle involved in the bill which it might be 
| desirable that the House should debate—namely, 
the authority of the general, of his own motion, to 
call these Indians into the service of the United 
States. And independent of that consideration, 
which was an-important one, he submitted to the 
consideration of gentlemen whether it was ex- 
pedient at this time to depart from the uniform 
practice of the House, and to do so in violation of 
| a positive rule of the House. He objected, there- 
| fore, to putting the bill upon its engrossment, and 

moved that it be referred to the Committee of the 
| Whole on the state of the Union. ; 


propriation of money. He would inquire of the | 


i tunity to say a few words, in explanation of the } 


Taw 


The question upon that.motion was taken and, 
decided in the affirmative. 000-0 ee 
So the bill-was committed to the Committee. of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered: 
to be printed. ` es Ee ten gas 

Mr. COBB, from. the Committee on Public: 
Lands, to which had been: referred the memorial” 
of Clement C. Clay and others, in behalf of the 
Tennessee, Mississippi, and Alabama. ‘Railroad 
Company, made a report, accompanied: by a, bill 
granting said company the right of way through 
the public lands; which bill was read twice by its 
title, referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and, with the report, ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. POTTER, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported a bill to provide 
for the printing of the table of post offices in the 
United States; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee of the Whole, made 
the order of the day for to-morrow, and ordered to 
be printed. ` 

On motion by Mr. P., the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads was discharged from 
the further consideration of the petition of the citi- 
zens of Ohio, residing near the national road, 
praying for the completion of said road; and it was 
referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Also, on motion by Mr. P., the said Committee 
was discharged from the further consideration of 
the petition of Peter Kinney, asking to be refund- 
ed $924, lost_in the mail ‘ : 

Mr-CARTER, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, made an adverse report upon the memo- 
rial of Rulef Van Brunt, asking pay for damages 
sustained in the. war of 1812; which report was 
ordered to lie on the teble. 

On motion by Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, 
the Committee on Naval Affairs was discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of 
the citizens of Rush county, Indiana, praying for 
the suppression of the African slave trade, and 
asking that a line of steamers be established to ply 
between this country and the coast of Africa; and 
it was ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion by Mr. SCHENCK, the Committee 
on Naval Affairs was discharged from the further 
consideration of the memorial of Lieutenant A. S. 


| Farragut, praying to be promoted to the grade of 
captain; and it was ordered to lie on the table. 

; On motion by Mr, McCLERNAND, the Com- 
‘mittee on: Naval Affairs was discharged from the 
‘further consideration of the petition of the citizens 
‘of Rush county, Indiana, praying for the suppres- 
¡sion of the African slave-trade; and it was referred 
ito the Committee on the Judiciary. sig 
On motion by Mr. EVANS, of Ohio, the Com- 
f mittee on Revolutionary Pensions was discharged’ 
from the further consideration of the petition of 
Henry Haynes, asking compensation for revolu- 
tionary services; and it was ordered to lie on the 
table. . 

On motion by Mr. 
on Revolutionary Pension 
the farther consideration of the petitions of Sam- 
uel Dewey and of Sarah Mandeville, the legal rep- 
resentatives of John Mandeville; and they were 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

On motion by Mr. SACKETT, leave was grant- 
ed to take from the files, to be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions, the petition 
and papers of Henry Diggert. 

SUTHERLAND’S MANUAL. 

Mr. KING, of Massachusetts, from the Com- 

mitte on Accounts, reported the following: 
Resolved, That the Clerk be authorized to furnish.to each, 

member,of the House a copy of Joel B. Sutherland’s. Gon-~ 

gressional Manual, and to pay him one dollar for each copy: 

The yeas and nays were demanded’on, the adop- 
tion of the report. : 

Mr. BURT said he would suggest that the reso- 
lution should be so amended as. that. the books 
should not be purchased for those members of the 
present House who had. heretofore been supplied 
with copies of them. He knew that there were 
many members (and. he himself was one of the 
number) who. had. been supplied. He did not 
want another copy, nor did he suppose that. gen- 
tlemen whe. had already received them would be 
desirons to have other copies. 

“Mr. HOUSTON was understood to say, that 
there had pever been any distribution of this book 
since lie had been here. He had been a member 


SACKETT, the Committee 
s was discharged from 


of this House four years, but had never receiveda 
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that a majority of the members of the House ! 
had never been supplied. He hoped, however, 
that the resolation would be amended in the man- | 
ner suggested by the gentleman from South Caro- | 
ina, [Mr. Burt.] i 
Mr. BURT said, that although his friend from | 
Delaware [Mr. Hovsrox] had never been supplied | 
with a eopy of the work, yet he (Mr. B.) knew | 
many members who had been supplied, And he 
was sure that those who had received the book- 
did not wish to be supplied again. He would, 
therefore, offer the amendment he had suggested. 
Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, took the floor.. 
The SPEAKER said, he would ascertain wheth- 
er the amendment of. the gentleman from South 
Carolina 
rectly. 


copy o? the book, arid he‘ concluded, therefore, 


The amendment was read as follows: * Except | 


such members as have already been supplied with 
said Manual.” 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, said that he held 
in his hand a copy of the last edition of this book, | 
printed in 1846. ‘It contained neither the rules of | 
the House, nor, the rules of the Senate, nor the 
joint rules of the two Houses as they at present | 
existed (although that matter comprised about half | 
the volume.) He submitted to the House, there- 
fore, that without a reprint containing these things, | 
the purchase would be a useless waste of the pub- | 
lic money. If members wanted: the work, they 
could pay for it. i 

Mr. STANLY said, he concurred in the re- | 
marks of the gentleman who had just taken his 
seat, [Mr. Evans.] According to his (Mr S.’s) 
experience, any gentleman who undertook to study | 
the rules, would have but little time to attend to | 
any other public business. If the Speaker of the | 
House knew the rules, as he did, the House could 
get along well enough. . The book was not worth 
five cents, and it never would be. If gentlemen 
were anxious to have copies of it, let them pur- 
chase for themselves. THe moved that the resolu- 
tion be laid upon the table. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, rose to in- 
quire if there had been any edition of the work 
printed since 1846? 

Mr. KING, of Massachusetts, requested Mr. 
Sraniy to’ withdraw his motion to Tey on the 
table, to allow him (Mr. K.) to say a few words 
in explanation. 

Mr. STANLY said, he would withdraw the 
motion, if the gentleman would renew it. 

Mr. KING pledged himself to do so. 

Mr. KING then said, in reply to inquiries, that 
in former Congresses, copies of Jefferson’s Manua 
had been distributed among members; now the 
edition printed by Congress was entirely exhausted, 
Jt had been the practice of the Clerk also to dis- 
tribute Sutherland’s Manual. This book contained | 
tha whole of Jefferson’s Manual, the Constitution 
of the United States, and precedents of order as į 
established in this House. There were now in the 
custody of the Clerk two hundred and thirty copies } 
of this book, and it was in the power of members | 
to say whether they should be distributed, and | 
the Clerk be authorized to pay for them. The | 
copies now on the shelves of the House were of 
the edition of the year 1936, which was understood | 
to be the last edition. The former price of this | 
book was $1 25 cents; it was now proposed to | 
pay $1 per copy. The book would be useful and | 
convenient to new members, of whom the present 
House was principally composed. The committee | 
had submitted the resolution, that the House might 
determine for itself whether it choose that the | 
books which are now on hand should be distrib- 
uted and paid for. Mr. K. concluded his remarks 
by moving (in redemption of his pledge) that the | 
resolution be Jaid upon the table. | 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, whilst Mr. K. was 
speaking, remarked that he (Mr. E.) had been a } 
member of the last Congress, but that he had re- 
ceived no copy of the work. ; 

Mr. BAYLY took the floor. 


table was not debatable. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, rose to in- 
quire whether the amendment of the gentleman 
from South Carolina [Mr. Burr] had been adopt- 


ed, 
The SPEAKER said, no 
taken on the amendment, 
The'question was then taken on the motion to 


question had yet been 


j 


| 
| 


{Mr. Burr] had been taken down cor- | 


lay on the table, and was decided in the negative 
without a division. ©. po Ones 

So_ the resolution was not laid on the table. 

The question then recurred and was taken on 
the amendment of Mr. Burr, and was decided in 
the affirmative. f l 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

And the question then recurring on the a 
of the resolution as amended— 

Mr. RICHARDSON asked the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. 

Mr. BAYLY said, that if the resolution should 
pass, and, under it, the old stock of this obsolete 
book should be exhausted, before the end of the 
session there would be a new edition printed, and 
Congress would be applied to for the purchase of 
thatalso. The work was obsolete; it would not 
sell, and therefore Congress was asked to take the 
property into its hands. He was opposed to doing 
so, and he hoped the resolution would be rejected. 

Mr. DISNEY said, that so far as the work itself 
was concerned, he attached very little value to it. 


doption 


$ 
if 
| 
| 
The SPEAKER said, the motion to lay on the |: 


i 
i 


His attention had heretofore been called to it. He 
had examined it with care; and apart from the de- 
cisions of the questions of order decided by Con- 
gress, and the compilation of the Manualof Jeffer- 
son, the work possessed not a particle of value. 
The comments of the author were valueless, and 
without authority; and he (Mr. D.) did not think 
that gentlemen would take much pleasure in sitting 
down and reading the compilation of former decis- 
ions, or have much regard to the opinions of Con- 
gress upon such questions, these decisions being 
not only in conflict with each other, but in many 
cases directly in the eye and the teeth of the law. 
if Jefferson’s Manual were excluded from the book, 
the balance was not worth the "paper on which it 
was printed. He made this statement deliberately, 
from an examination of the work. It was value- 
less. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, said, that if this 
work, as had been stated, was obsolete, there could 
of course be but very little of it left. If anew 
edition was preparing, or about to be prepared, the 
House ought to prefer the new edition, 

Mr. BAYLY. But they will not bring that 
until the old edition is exhausted. 

Mr. JOHNSON, (continuing.) He was op- 
posed to the purchase of this book; he had never 
received a copy of it; and if it was to be purchased 
at all, it should be of the new edition. 

Mr. RICHARDSON said: | must say, with the 
gentleman from Arkansas, that I have never re- 
ceived this book, which is proposed to be pur- 
chased for the use of the House, and do not wish 
to have it, knowing it to be wholly valucless. 1 
am opposed to the proposition to purchase it for 
another reason; ‘Vhis is the beginning of a sys- 
tem, which prevails to a very considerable extent 
in this House, of buying books that cannot be 
sold by their authors in any other way. Itis no 
argument to me to say the Clerk of this House 


| has agreed to buy them for the use of the mem- 


bers. The Clerk has an. undoubted right to buy 
what he pleases; but he has no authority to pay 
for what he buys out of the funds of the Govern- 
ment, ‘Take this book and pay for it, and before 
the close of the session, you will be called upon to 
take a new edition of this work, and others, the 
cost of which will make a large item. If gentlemen 
would examine this question, Í am sure they would 
not so readily agree to buy everything presented 
for the use of members. 

Mr. VAN DYKE demanded the previous ques- 
tion. 7 
There was a second. And the main question 
(which was on the adoption of the resolution as 
amended) was ordgred, and being taken, was de- 
cided in the negative—yeas 31, nays 149, 

So the resolution, as amended, was rejected. 

On motion by Mr. HUNTER, it was ordered 
that the memorial of Henry Johnson be taken 
from the files and referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions. 


THE ANNUAL MESSAGE. 


The committees having been called through— 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the House resolve | 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of | 
the Union, to enable him to move the usual resolu- | 
tion for the reference of the President’s Message. i 

After some conversation between Mr. STANLY | 
and the SPEAKER, and Mr. CONRAD and Mr. 


BAYLY, il 


| ceedings of the two C 


The question was taken and decided in the 
affirmative—ayes 90, noes not counted. ©. 

So the House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union,-(Mr. Boyn, 
of Kentucky, in the chair.) . 

Mr. BAYLY offered the follo 
which. were read: 

Resolved, That so much of the ann 


wing resolutions y 


ual message of the Pres- 
ident of the United States to the two Houses of Congress at 
the present session as relates to our treaties, diplomatie in~ 
tercourse, and relations with foreign nations, together with 
the accompanying correspondence in relation thereto, be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

2. ‘That so much of said message as relates to the existing 
tariff, and recommends a revision thereof; so much as re- 
lates to the revenue, the state of the treasury, the public 
debt; the law providing for the collection, safe keeping, 
transter, and disbursement of the public revenue; the gene- 
ral condition of the finances; the estimated yeeeipts and 
expenditures for the next fiscal year; the establishment of 
branch mints, and the Census to he taken during this years 
together with the annual report of the Seeretary of the Treas- 
ury, and the documents and estimates accompanying it, be 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

3. ‘Phat so much of said message and accompanying doc- 
uments as relates to the state and condition of the Army of 
the United States, its increase and operations, be referred 
to the Committce on Military Affairs. : 

4. ‘That so much of said message and aceompanying doc- 
uments as relates to the Navy of the United States, recom- 
mends its reorganization in its various grades of officers, the 
establishment of a retired tist; so much as relates to the 
employment of war steamers, the contraets for the trans- 
portation of the mail, and the operation of the system upon 
the prosperity of the navy, be referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 7 

5. That so much of said message and accompanying doc- 
uments as relates to the Indian tribes, the transfer of Indian 
agencies from the Upper Missouri and Council Blafis to 
Santa Fé and Salt Lake, and the appointment of sub-agents 
in the valleys of the Gila, the Sacramento, and San Joaquin 
rivers, be referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, withr 
instructions to said committee to inquire and report as to 
the legality of said transfers and appointments, and what 
further legal provisions are necessary for the effectual and 
successful extension of our system of Indian intercourse 


j Over the new territories. 


6. That so much of said message and accompanying doc- 
uments as relates to the Post Office Department, the trans- 
portation of the mail, the redtiction of postage, and postal 
treaties, be referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

7. Thatso much of said message and accompanying docu- 
ments, and of the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, as 
relates to the commerce and navigation of the country, the 
warehouses, the improvement of rivers and harbors, the im 
perfections of the law concerning the African slave trade, 
the survey of the coast, the erection of lighthouses in Cali- 
fornia and Oregon, be referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. : 

8. That so much of said message and accompanying.docu- 
ments as relates to the public lands, the survey thereof, geo- ` 
logical, mineralogical, and lineal; the establishment of offices 
of surveyor general in New Mexico, California, and Oregon; 
so much as relates to the organization of commissions to ex- 
amine and decide upon the validity of the subsisting land 
tides in New Mexico and California, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Publie Lands. 

9. ‘Chat so much of’ said message as relates ta the pro- 
ouventions lately assembled at St. 
Louis and Memphis, and the construction of a railroad to 
the Pacitic, be referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Canals. 

10. That so much of said message and accompanying doc- 
uments as relates to the establishment of an Agricultural 
Bureau, to be connected with the Department of the Inte- 
rior, be referred to the Committee on Agriculture. 

1). That so much of said messuge as relates to an alleged 
defect in our criminal eode, in not providing for the punish- 
ment ofthe cerime of forcibly and clandestinely carrying a 
person enjoying the protection of our laws beyond our juris- 
diction, in violation of his personal freedom and our national 
rigbts, and tothe employment of counsel to represent the 
United States before the Boardof Commissioners to ad- 
just the claims of American citizens on Mexico, be referred 


to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

12. ‘That so much of said message as rela 
ization of State governments in Californiaa 
and their admission into the Union as m 
ferred to the Committee on ‘Territories. 

13. That so much of said message as relates for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, be referred to the Committee on the Dis- 
triet of Columbia. 


The resolutions having been read— f 

Mr. CLINGMAN desired to know whether he 
understood that the gentléman from Virginia [Mr. 
Barty] desired to occupy the floor? . 

Mr. BAYLY said he did not. 

Mr. CLINGMAN then addressed the Com- 
mittee as follows: 

Mr, CLINGMAN said, that the committee was 
well aware that he had, on yesterday, intimated a 
purpose to discuss the questions involved in the 
propositions relating to the Mexican territory. 
That subject was regarded by the whole country 
as one of such immense importance that he of- 
fered no apology for debating it. To prevent 
misconception, (said he,) I say in advarice that 
I have great confidence in the judgment, integrity, 
and patriotism ‘of the President. “I further admit 
fully the right of the citizens of each State to set- 
Ue for themselves all such domestic questions as 


ites to the organ- 
nd New Mexico, 
ew States, be re~ 


1850. 


- "THE CONGRESS 


that referred to in the message... -But who are the 
people entitled so to decide, as well as the time and 
manner of admission and boundary of new States, 
are in themselves questions for the judgment of | 
Congress under all the cireumstances of each case. 
The territory of Louisiana, our first foreign acquisi- 
tion, was retained nearly ten years in that condition 
before she was allowed toform a State constitution. 
In the case of Texas—her people being composed 
almost entirely of citizens of the United States,and 
having had. a State government of their own for 
ten years—she was admitted at once as a State into 
the Union. In the present case, there are consid- 
erations of the greatest importance connected direct- 
ly and indirectly with our action on this subject. 
hile adverting to them as fully as the time lim- 
ited by our rules will admit, I ask the attention of 
the House. / 
With reference to this matter, I was placed at a 
disadvantage before the country by a publication 
made some time since. It is generally known that |; 
there was on the Saturday evening before the time 
for the assembling of the House, a preliminary 
meeting or caucus of the Whig members. The 
proceedings of such meetings have usually been 
kept private. Contrary, however, to the former | 
usage in this respect, some individual present fur- 
nished to one of the New York papers what pur- | 
ported to be a report of the proceedings. This re- | 
port being in some respects authentic, was copied 
into other papers. The writer gave very fully the 


it, and-was-then regarded as responsible to.a great 
extent: for its defeat. I 
discussion, that if without cause we kept up a 
-state of hostility between the North and the South, 
until a practical question arose like that presented 
when Missouri was admitted, (for E then saw the 
Texas annexation in the future,) the “ greatest 
possible mischief might ensue.” I went on also, 
in the course of my argument, to say that slavery 
could not be abolished in this District without a 
dissolution of the Union. ~ Two years since, when 
it had become certain that we were at the close of 
the then existing war to obtain territory, I en- 
deavored to place the question on grounds where 
the North might meet us; conceding, for the sake 
of argument, that the Government had complete 
jurisdiction over the territory. I endeavored to 
show, that while it might be justified in dividing 
the territory, it could not exclude us from the whole 
without a palpable violation of the Constitution. 
l am sorry to say, however, that my effort, though 
well meant, did not produce the slightest effect upon 
the action of any one gentleman of my own party 
from the North. On this side of the House they 
regularly voted that the North should have the 
whole of the territory, and went against any com- 
promise. I regret to be compelled to say, that in- 
stead of showing themselves in any respect con- 
servative, as I used to consider them, the northern 
Whig members proved themselves, on this the 
great question, eminently destructive. 


speeches of those persons whose views coincided || 
with his own; but, though he made a reference to | 
my posi:ion, he did not think proper to set out if 
what l did say so as to make that position at all 
understood. It will be remembered by those | 
present on that occasion, that, at the very outset | 
of my remarks, I stated that I had that morning | 
had a very full and free conference with the gen- 
tleman from Georgia, [Mr. Toomss,] who had 
moved the resolution; that there was, in relation į 
to the whole subject embraced in it, as well as | 
with reference to the mode of action proper to be 
adopted by the South, an entire agreement between | 
that gentleman and myself. In fact, that there | 
was not, as far as I knew, any difference of opin- | 
jon between us, except as to the expediency of | 
making the issue at that time, and that 1 thought i 
it preferable to await legislative action and stand | 
on the defensive purely. This, among other rea- | 
sons then given, induced me to request the with- | 
drawal of the resolution. Itis proper t s 
say that, in my interview that morning with the | 
gentleman from Georgia, apd with his colleague, | 
{Mr. Srernens,] I gave My reasons at length, 
founded chiefly on my recent observation of the 
state of public sentiment in the 


North, we believing 
that a collision was inevitable, and that the sooner | 
it came on the better for all parties; but that to en- 
able us to make our demonstration in the most im- 
posing aad successful mode, it would be better to 
await the organization of the House. I expressed 
the fear that if we moved without the concurrence | 


at the outset of a majority of the southern mem- || 


bers, we might place oùrselves at a disadvantage 
before the public, and prevent our uniting the || 
whole South in such a course of action as it might 
be found expedient to adopt. 

Looking over the whole ground, however, Tam 
not at all dissatisfied with the course which things 
took, There has been no such division at the 
South as would be at all likely to impair efficient |! 
action hereafter. From the tone of the southern 
press, as well as from other indications, 13s ob- 
vious that the South will, at an early day, be suf- 
ficiently united to insure the success of whatever | 
measuresit may be necessary to adopt to protect our- 
selves from the aggression menaced by the North. | 
‘As to the election of a Speaker, in the present con- 
dition of the House and the country, Ihave never 
considered it of the slightest moment to either po- | 
litical party, or to either section of the Union. 
Speaker without a majority of the House would || 
be of no advantage to the Administration, nor | 
could any mere arrangement of committees mate- || 
rially affect now the action on the slave question. | 

Those, Mr. Chairman, who have observed my 
course heretofore, know well that I have not 
sought to produce agitation on this subject. Six jj 

ears ago, when I frst took a seat on’this floor, 
believing that the famous twenty-first rule had 
been gotten up merely as a fancy matter, which was 


hat L should į 


j are at once discarded. a 
i ting candidates, as well as of conducting the 


| themselves by direct appea 


To those gentlemen from the North who aided us 
in an attempt to settle the question in some manner 
not disgraceful or destructive to us, | tender my 


|| thanks. In standing by the rights of the South 


| they have shown themselves friends of the Consti- 


l tution and of the Union. 


Sir, the force and extent of the present anti- 
slavery movement of the North is not understood 
by the South. Until within the last few months I 
| had supposed that even if California and New 
| Mexico should come in as free States, the agitation 
| would subside so as to produce no further action. 
| A few months? travel in the interior of the North 
i has changed my opinion. Such is now the con- 

dition o 
| of the Mexican territory all free, in any mode, 
| would be regarded as an anti-slavery triumph,and 
| would accelerate the general movement against us. 
| It is not difficult to perceive how that state of public 
sentimennt has been produced there. The old 
bolition societies have done a good deal to poison 


ja 
į 
| the popular min 


| number of inflammatory pamphlets, filled with all 


|| manner of falsehood and calumny against the 


South, its institutions, and its men, because there 


| ted a high degree of prejudice against us. As soon 
as it became probable that there would be an ac- 
quisition of territory, the question at once became 
a great practical one, and the politicians immedi- 
ately took the matter in hand. With a view at 
once of strengthening their position, they seized 
upon all this matter which the abolition societies 
(whose aid both parties courted in the struggle) 
had furnished from time to time, and diffused and 
strengthened it as much as possible, and thereby 
éreated an immense amount of hostility to southern 
institutions. Everything there contributes to this 
movement; candidates are brought out by the cau- 
cus system, and if they fail to take that sectional 
ground which is deemed strongest there, they 


canvass, is destructive of anything like independ- 
ence in the representative. They do not, as gen- 
tlemen often do in the South and West, take 
ground against the popular clamor, and sustain 
Is to the intelligence and 
reason of their constituents. Almost the whole of 
the northern press codperated in the movement. 
With the exception of the New York Herald, 
(which, with its large circulation, published matter 
on both sides,) and a few other liberal papers, 
everything favorable to the South has been care- 
fully excluded from the northern papers. By these 
combined efforts a degree of feeling and prejudice 
has been gotten up against the South, which is most 
intense in all the interior. 

Iwas surprised last winter to hear a porthern 
Senator say, that in the town in which he lived it 
would excite great astonishment if it were known 
that a northern lady would, at the time of the meet- 


productive only of ill feeling and irritation between 
different sections, I both voted and spoke against 


a 


ing of the two Houses, walk up to the Capitol with. 


I then stated, during the. 


f public sentiment there, that the making i 


d. By circulating an immense 


was no contradiction in that quarter, they had crea- 


The mode of nomina- į 


a southern Senator; that-they had been taught to. 
consider southerners. generally as. being so:coarse.: 
and ‘roffianly in-manner thata lady would not trust: 
herself in such a presence. ‘This anecdote, . sir, 
does not present too strong a picture of the. condi-. 
tion of sentiment.in portions of the interior of the 
northern country. How. far gentlemen on. this 
floor are to be influenced in their action by such & 
state of opinion, I leave them.to decide. : Sas 

The great principle upon which the northern 
movement rests, which is already adopted by 
most northern politicians, and to which they all 
seem likely to be driven by the force of the popu- 
Jar current there, if the question is unsettled till 
the next Congressional election, is this: That the 
Government of the United States must do nothing 
to sanction slavery 3 that it must therefore exclude 
it from the Territories; that it must abolish it in 
the District of Columbia, forts, and arsenals, and 
wherever it has jurisdiction. Some, too, carrying 
the principle to its extent, insist that the-coasting 
slave trade, and that between the States, should 
also be abolished, and that slave labor should. not 
be tolerated in a public office of the United States,. 
such as custom-houses, past offices, and. the like. 
As these things all obviously rest on the same 
general dogma, it is clear that the yielding of one or- 
more points would not check, but would merely 
accelerate, the general movement to the end of the 
series. Before this end was reached, they would 
probably append, as a corollary, the principle that 
the President should not appoint a‘staveholder to 
| office. Itis, sir, my deliberate judgment that, in 
| the present temper of the public mind at the North, 
lif the territorial question remains open till the 
| next election, few if any gentlemen will get here 
from the free States that are not pledged to the full 
\ extent of the abolition platform. It is, therefore, 
obviously the interest of all of us to settle this 
question at the present session. 

That the general principle above stated is at 
war with the whole spirit of the Constitution of 
the United States, which sanctions slavery in sev- 
eral of its provisions, l need not argue here. 
Taking, however, a practical view of the matter 
in controversy, look for a moment at the territo-. 
| rial question, the great issue in the struggle. I 
| will do northern gentlemen on this floor the jus- 
| tice to admit that they have argued themselves 
‘| into the belief that they are right in claiming the 
i| whole of the territory for free soil. Let me state, 
|; for a moment, the converse, or opposite of their 
|| proposition. Suppose it were to be claimed that no 
|| one should be allowed to go jnto this publie terri- 
|! tory, unless he carried one or more slaves with him, 
it might then be said, just as gentlemen now tellus; 
that it would be perfectly fair, because it placed - 
everyman who might be inclined to go there onan 
equal footing, and might by means of having thus 
a homogeneous population, advance the general 
interest. Northern men would at once, I suppose, 
object to this arrangement. Then we should say 
to them, if you do not like this restriction, let it be 
settled, then, that every citizen of the United States 
may go into the common territory and carry slaves 
or not, just as he pleases. This would seem to 
he a perfectly equitable and fair arrangement. 
Northern men, however, object to this, and say 
that they are not willing to live in a territory 
where others own slaves. Then we of the South 
| say to them, that we will consent to divide the ter- 
ritory, and limit our possession with slaves to a 
part of it, and allow them to go at will over the 
whole. Even to this they object, and insist that 
they will not allow us to occupy one foot of: 
the territory. Remember, sir, that this very ter- 
ritory was acquired by conquest, and that while . 
! the South, according to its population, would-have 
been required to furnish only one-third of the 
| troops, it in point of fact did furnish two-thirds 
i of the men that made the conquest. And the 
North, deficient as it was comparatively in the 


|; struggle, now says that its conscience, or HS cu- 
| pidity, will not permit us to have the smallest 
portion of that territory: Why, sir, this is the 

most impudent proposition that was ever main- 
body of men.” 


i tained by any respectable f ; 
“Sir, J Tive the North full credit for its feelings 


in favor of liberty. 1 can well suppose that 
northern gentlemen would resist, in the most em- 
| phatic manner, the attempt to make any man who 
ig now freea slave; but | regard them as too intel- 
ligent to believe that humanity, either to the slave 
orthe master, requires that they should be pent 
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up within a territory which, after a time, will be 
insufficient for their subsistence, and where they 
must perish from want, or from the collisions that |p 
would occur between the races. Nor can £ sup- 
ose that they think it would be injurious to New 
Mexico and California for our peopie to go and set- 
tle among them. Prominent northern statesmen, 
both in this House and in the Senate, have. de- 
scribed the population of those Territories, and 
have represented it as being not only inferior to | 
those Indian tribes that’ we know most of, viz: 
the Cherokees and Choctaws, but as being far be- 
low the Flat Heads, Black Feet, and Snake In- | 
dians.:, I cannot, therefore, suppose that they really | 
believe that those territories would be injured 
by having infnerd into them such a state of soci- 
ety as produces such persons as George Washing- 
ton, John Marshal], and thousands of other great 
and viftuous men, living and dead. Your opposi- | 
tion to our right will be regarded as resting on the | 
lust for political power of your politicians, or on | 
the rapacity of your people. j 
The idea that the conquered people should he | 
permitted to give law to the conquerors, is so pre- 
posterously absurd, thaj I do not intend to argue 
it. Doubtless these people would be willing, not 
only to exclude slaveholders, but all other Ameri- 
cans, if, bya simple vote, they were allowed to do 
so. I may remark further, that but for the anti- | 
slavery agitation, our southern slaveholders would 
have carried their negroes into the mines of Cali- 
fornia in such humbers, that I have no doubt but | 
that the majority there would have made it a | 
slaveholding State. We have been deprived of all į 
chance of this by the northern movements, and by 
the action of this House, which has, by northern 
votes, repeatedly, from time to time, passed the 
Wilmot proviso, so as in effect to exclude our in- 
stitutions, without the actual passage. of a law for | 
that purpose. ft isa mere farce, therefore, without 
giving our people time to go into the country, if 
they desire to do so, to allow the individuals there, 
by a vote, to exclude a whole class of our citizens. 
This would imply that the territory belonged to 
the people there exclusively, and not to all the 
people of the United States. ; mn 
ompared with this great question, the abolition 
of slavery in the District of Columbia is of little 
relative moment. One effect, however, of the anti- 
slavery agitation here is worthy of a passing notice. 
Within the last two. years, since the matter has 
become serious, it has seemed not improbable that 
the seat of Government might be removed from 
the District. As this would be extremely preju- | 
dicial to the interests of the citizens here, many of } 
them have so far changed in their feelings as to 
be willing to allow slavery to be abolished, yield- | 
ing to the force of the pressure from the North; 
besides, so many of their slaves are from time to | 
time taken away by the abolitionists, as to satisfy | 
them that such property here is almost worthless. | 
A great impression was made on them by the | 
coming in last year of a northern ship, and its car- 
rying away seventy slaves at once. Seeing that 
there was no chance of getting Congress to pass | 
any adequate law for their protection, as most of | 
the States have done, they seem to be forced to | 
assent to some extent to the northern movement. 
Sir, it is most surprising that the people of the 
southern States should have borne, with so little 
complaint, the loss of their slaves incurred by the 
action of the free States. The Constitution of the 
United States provided for the delivery of all such 
fugitives, and Congress passed an act to carry it 
into effect; but recently, most, if not. all of the | 
northern States, have completely defeated their || 
provisions, by forbidding any one of their citizens || 
to aid in the execution of the law, under the pen- | 
alty of fine and imprisonment for as long a term | 
usually as five years. There isprobably no one || 
legal mind in any one of the free States which can |; 
regard these laws as constitutional. For though ; 
the States are not bound to legislate affirmatively | 
in support of the Constitution of the United States, | 
yet it is clear that they have no right to pass laws | 
to obstruct the execution of constitutional provis- | 
ions. Private citizens are not usually bound to | 
be active in execution of the law; but if two or |! 
more combine to prevent the execution of any law, 
they are subject to indictment for conspiracy in all | 
countries where the common Jaw doctrines prevail. | 
If the several States could rightfully legislate to | 
_ defeat the action of Congress, they might thereby | 
completely nullify most of itslaws. In this par- |} 


| 
j 
j 


ticular instance such his been the result; for though- 
the master is allowed to go and get his negro if he 
can, yet, in point of fact, it is well known that the 
free negroes, abolitionists, and other disorderly 


persons, acting under the countenance and author- |i 


ity of the State laws, are able usually to overpower 
the master and prevent his recapture. : 

The extent of the loss to the South may be un- 
derstood from the fact, that the number of runaway 
slaves. now in the North is stated as being thirty 
thousand-—worth, at pregent prices, little short of 
fifteen millions of dollars. Suppose that arhount 
of property was taken away from the North by 
the southern States acting against the Constitution: 
what complaint would there not be!—what memo- 
rials, remonstrances, and legislative resolutions 
would come down upon us! Flow would this Hall 
be filled with lobby members, coming here to press 
their claims upon Congress! Why, sir, many of 
the border counties in the slaveholding States have 
been obliged to give up their slaves almost entirely. 
It was stated in the newspapers the other day, 
that a few counties named in Maryland, had, by 
the efforts of the abolitionists within six months, 
upon computation, lost one hundred thousand dol- 
lars worth of slaves. A gentleman of the highest 
standing, from Delaware, assured me the other 
day that that litle State lost, each year, at least 
that value of such property in the same way. A 
hundred thousand dollars is a heavy tax to be 
levied on a single congressional district by the abo- 
htionists. 

Suppose a proportional burden was inflicted on 
the northern States. How would Massachusetts 
bea» the loss annually of one million one hundred 
thousand dollars, not only inflicted without law, 
but against an express provision of the Constitu- 
tion !—we may infer from the complaint she has 
made of a slight inconvenience imposed on her by 
that regulation of South Carolina which prevented 
ship-captains from carrying free negro servants to 
Charleston. i . 

This whole action on the part of the North is 
not only in violation of the Constitution, but seems 
to be purely wanton, or originating in malice to- 
wards the South. Itis obvious that they do not 
want our slaves among them; because they not 
only make no adequate provision for their comfort, 
but, in fact, in many of the States, have forbidden 
free negroes to come among them on pain of im- 
prisonment, &c. Ht cannot be a desire to liberate 
slaves, because they have never, to my-knowledge, 
attempted to steal negroes from Cuba or Brazil. It 
is true, however, that having the right now to 
come among us both by land and water, they have 
greater advantages and immunities. For if they 
went into a foreign country, they would incur the 
risk of being shot or hanged, as robbers and pirates 
usually are. 

Sir, if any evils have grown out of the existence 
of slavery, they have not at least affected the 
North. During the days of the slave trade, which 


|| (as I formerly ‘had occasion to remark) was con- 
| tinued down to 1808 by New England votes in the 


convention, the northern ship-owners realized 
large profits by purchasing negroes on the coastof 
Africa at thirty or forty dollars per head, and sell- 
ing them to southern planters for several hundred 
dollars. The bringing in of these slaves caused 
large tracts of the southern country, too unhealthy 
to have been cleared by white men, to be brought 
under profitable cultivation. The price of cotton 


| has thereby been brought down from fifty to ten 


and even five cents per pound. An immense 
amount of capital and labor is employed profita- 
bly in its manufacture at the North. In Epgland, 
also, not less than six hundred millions of dollars 
is thus invested, and a vast population exists by 
being employed in the manufacture. It is ascer- 
tained that at least five millions of white persons, 
in Europe and this country, gettheir employment, 
are fed, and exist, on the manufacture of cotton 
alone. The cheap southern production of the 
raw material not only is the means of thus giving 
subsistence to a great portion of the population of 
this country and Europe, but is clothing the world 


,, ata cheap rate. In addition to cotton, rice,.sugar, 


coffee, tobacco, and various tropical productions are 
supplied at a cheap rate for northern consumption. 
On the other hand, our slaves seldom come in 
competition with-northern labor, and are good 
consumers of its productions. While the North 
has derived these great advantages, the negroes 
themselves have not been sufferers. ‘Their condi- 


-the free. 


tion not only compares most advantageously with 
that of the laboring population of the world, but 
is inadvance of the position they have been able, 
at any time, to occupy at home. Fhe researches 
of Gliddon and other antiquarians, show that 
four thousand years ago in Africa they were 
slaves, and as black as they now are. - Since then, 
in that country where they were placed by Provi- 
dence, and where, from their peculiar constitution, 
they enjoy the best health, they have existed only. 
as savages. They are there continually made 
slaves of by the men of more intelligent and enter- 


. prising races. Nor have they ever gotten out of 


the tropical parts of Africa, except when. they 
were carried as merchandise. It remains to be 
proved, however, yet to the world, that the negro, 
any more than the horse, can permanently exist 
in a state of freedom, out of the tropical regions. 
Their decay at the North, as well as other circum- 
stances which I have not timeto detail, are adverse 
to the proposition. And yet, sir, the journals of 
the North, while they deny that the French and 
the Germans, the most enlightened of the conti- 
nental nations of Europe, are capable of freedom, 
stoutly maintain that the negro is,—the negro, 
who has never anywhere, when left to himself, 
gotten up to the respectable state of barbarism: 
which all the other races have attained, not even 
excepting our Indians in Mexico and Peru. 
While the people of the northern States and the 
negroes have been benefited, I am not prepared to 
admit that the South (if injured at all) has suffered 
as generally supposed. The influx. of foreign 
emigrants, and some other circumstances to which 
I will presently advert, haven some respects put 
the North greatly ahead. But if you deduct the 


| foreign population. which goes chiefly to the North. 


—the little we get not being equal to that portion of 
our own people who go to the northwestern States 
—if you deduct this, I say, it willbe found that the 
white population of all the slaveholding States has 
increased faster than that of the free States. Owing 
to the comfortable condition of our population, if 
there had been no emigration from abroad, the de- 
scendants of our portion of the American white 
family would be more numerous than the northern. 
Nor is it true that we are the poorer: on the con- 
trary, if we are to take the valuations of property 
in the different States as assessed by the public 
officers, it appears that the slaveholding States are 
much richer in proportion to-their population than 
Even if you exclude the negroes as 
property, and count them in the population, it 
appears that. the citizens of Virginia—the old- 
est of the slave Stat are richer per head than 
the citizens of any one of the free States. It will 
also appear that the slaveholding States have vastly 
less pauperism and crime than the northern States. 
Looking, therefore, at all these different elements, 
viz: greater increase of population, more wealth, 
and less poverty and crime, we have reason to re- 
gard our people as prosperous and happy. 

Sir, I have not, for want of time, gone into de- 
tails on these points, but contented myself with 
the statement of those gencral views which every 
candid inquirer will, I am satisfied, find to be true. 
I do not seek to make comparisons that might be 
regarded as invidious, unless by way of defence 
against habitual attacks on us; but I regard it as 
right to say on this occasion, that whether consid- 
ered with reference to the physical comfort of the 
people, or a high sgate of public and private mor- 
als, elevated sense of honor, and of all generous 
emotions, I have no reason to believe that a higher 
state of civilization either now exists elsewhere, 
or has existed at any time in the past, than is pre- 
sented by the southern States of the Union. 

When we look to foreign countries, these views 
are confirmed and sustained. Brazil, with a pop- 
ulation of two slaves to one freeman, is the most 
prosperous of the South American States, and the 
only one which has a stable political system. Cuba 
is greatly in advance of the other West India 
islands, though St. Domingo and Jamaica once . 
equaled her before the emancipation of their 
slaves. Besides the expense of maintaining her 
Govetnment at home, Cuba pays Spain a revenue 
of nearly fourteen millions. This is a greater sum 
for her population than two hundred millions would 
be for the United States. Could our people, in ad- 
dition to the expense of our State governments, pay 
six times as much as the Federal Government has 
ever yet raised by impost and taxes? ‘That Cuba 
should be. able to bear this burden and still pros- 
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per, is evidence of the high productiveness of the 
system. i 

In spite, however, of these great facts, which 
ought to strike all impartial minds, the course of 
the North has been constantly aggressive on this 
question. The ordinance of 1787, adopted cotem- 
poraneously with the Constitution, made the terri- 
tory north of the Ohio free, and left that south of 
the river slaveholding, giving the North more than 
half of all the existing territory. When Louisi- 
ana was acquired, slavery could legally exist in 
every part of it. The State of Missouri having 
formed a republican constitution, proposed to come 
into the Union, but the North resisted her appli- 
cation, Though her constitution recognizing 
slavery was precisely like those of a majority of 
the old States, yet they, against all constitutional 
principle, because they had the power in one 
branch of Congress, obstinately refused her ad- 
mission, until it was provided by act of Con- 
gress that no other slave State should exist north 
of 36° 30'. By that means, after leaving the South 
only territory for a single State, (Arkansas,) they 
acquired enough in extent to make ten or fifteen 
large States. Now, encouraged by their former 
success, and having become relatively stronger, 
they claim the whole of the territory. 

Should we give way, what is to be the result? 
California, Oregon, New Mexico, Deseret, and 
Minnesota, will come into the Union in less than 
five years, giving the North a clear majority of 
ten or fifteen votes in the Senate. The census of 
the coming year will, under the new apportion- 
ment, give them nearly two to one in this House. 
With immense controlling majorities in both 
branches, will they not at once, by act of Congress, 
abolish slavery in the States? Mr. Adams, who, 
in his day, controlled northern opinion on this 
question, said that there were twenty provisions of 
the Constitution which, under certain circum- 
stances, would give Congress the power. Would 
not this majority find the power, as easily as they 
have done in their State Legislatures, where they 
have complete sway, to nullify the provision of the 
Constitution for the protection of fugitive slaves? 
Have not prominent northern politicians, of the 
highest positions and the greatest influence, whose 
names are well known to all gentlemen on this 
floor, already declared that there is nothing in the 
Constitution of the United States which obstructs 
or ought to obstruct the abolition of slavery, by 
Congress, in the States? Supposing, however, 
this should not occur, in twenty years or less, 
without new acquisitions @& territory, they would 
get the power, by the coming in of new free States, 
to amend the Constitution for that purpose. But 
I have no doubt, sir, that other acquisitions of ter- 
ritory will be made. Probably, after.the next 
Presidential election we shall get that part of 
Mexico which lies along the Gulf, as far as Vera 
Cruz; and from which, though well suited to the 
profitable employment of slave labor, we should 
be excluded, nevertheless, by the adoption of the 
principle that slavery should not be extended in 
area, Conceding, however, that I am wrong 
in both these suppositions, and that Congress 
would neither violate the Constitution nor an- 
nul it thus: what aré we to expect? Slavery is 
to be kept, they say, where it now is; and we 
ave to be surrounded with free States. These 
States not only prohibit the introduction of slaves, 
but also of free negroes into their borders. Of |; 
course the whole negro population is to be here- 
after confined to the territory of the present fifteen 
slave States. That population in twenty-five 
years will amount to seven or eigh? millions, and 
in fifty years to fifteen millions. However dense 
the population might become, the negroes will not 
be gotten away, but the wealthier portion of the 
white population (I mean such as were able to 
emigrate) would leave the territory. The condi- |: 
tion of the South would, fora time, be that of Ire- 
land, and soon, by the destruction of the rem- 
nants of the white population, become that of St. 
Domingo. There are those now living who 
would probably see thisestate of things; but it | 
would be certain to overtake our children or 
grandchildren. These facts are staring us in the 
face as distinctly as the sun in the heavens at noon- 
day. Northern men not only admit it but con- | 
stantly in their public speeches avow it to be their 
purpose to produce this very state of things. If 


| rate, that it can be brought to 


| therefore ask the Governme 
i therefore, instead of selling for 


f out abroad, and to the Government. 


we express alarm at, the prospect, they seek to 
amuse us with eulogies on the blessings of the 


| did Tories in the Revolution. 


i There are, however, some 


Federal Union, and ask us to be ‘still for a time, 
They-do well, for it is true that communities have 
usually been destroyed by movements which, in 
the beginning, inflicted no immediate injury, and 
which were therefore acquiesced in till they had 
progressed too far to be resisted. They have, too, 
constant examples in the conduct of brute animals, 
that do not struggle against evils until they begin 
to feel pain. ‘They are doubtless, too, encouraged 
to hope for our submission on account of our ac- 
quiescence under their former wrongs. They 
know that the evils already inflicted on us, to 
which I have referred, greatly exceed in amount 
any injury that Great Britain attempted. when she 
drove the colonies into resistance. Besides, sir, 
their aggressions have infinitely less show of con- 
stitutional right or color óf natural justice. But 
what they now propose is too palpable even for 
our southern generosity. If after having been 
free for seventy years, the southern States weer 
to consent to be thus degraded and enslaved, in- 
stead of the pity they would meet the scorn and 
contempt of the universe. The men of this gener- 
ation, who would be responsible, ought to be 
whipped through their fields by their own negroes. 
I thank God that there is no one in my district 
that I think so meanly of, as to believe that he 
would not readily come into whatever movement | 
might be necessary for the protection of our rights 
and liberty. I tell northern gentlemen, ,who are 
in hopes that the South will be divided, that we 
shall not have half as many traitors to hang as we 


If gentlemen mean that the Union, upon the 
principles of the Constitution, is desirable, 1 will 


not controvert that opinion. But the Union 
never could have been formed without the written 
Constitution. So, if you now, by your action, 
practically destroy the Constitution, those injured, 
if able to resist, will not submit. That instrument 
was ordained, in its own language, to “establish 
justice, insure domestic tranquillity, and secure the 
blessings of liberty?” to all parties to it—namely, 
the freemen of the Union. If, therefore, under its 
form, gross injustice is done, insurrections excited, 
and the citizens of part of the States politically en- 

slaved, then the Union ought not to stand, as an 
} instrument of wrong and oppression. 

There is throughout the South a strong attach- 
ment to the Union of the States. This sentiment 
rests not so much upon any calculations of interest 
as on historic associations and thé recollections of 
common ancestral struggles and triumphs. Our 
people take a pride in the name of the United 
States, and in being members of a great republic 
that furnishes a cheerlng example to the friends of 
liberty throughout the world, But the events of 
the last few years are rapidly weakening this feel- 
ing. Seeing that there appeared to be a settled 
purpose in the North to put them to the wall, 
many of our people, regarding a dissolution of the 
Union as the inevitable result of this aggression, 
have looked forward to the consequences of such 
a state of things. 

I will tell northern gentlemen, in the hope that 
many of them are not yet past the point of reason, 
what is the view presented in prospect to many of 
the highest intellects in the South, It is well 
known that the existing revenue system operates 
hardly on the South and the West. The Govern- 
ment raises upwards of thirty millions annu- 
ally by a duty or tax upon imports. But this 
system acts very unequally on the different sec- 
tions of the country. For illustration of the mode 
of operation, I will take a single article. Rail- 
road iron is produced in England at so cheap a 
this country and sold, 
This is much cheaper 
to make itat. They 
nt to require the pay- 
f duty. The importer 
$40 per ton, must 
hat he has paid 
Every per- | 
son, therefore, in the United States, who purchases 
railroad iron, has to pay $20 more for each ton. 
advantages to coun- | 
In the first place, some of | 
our people, finding that they can make a profit by | 
selling rail-road iron at $60 per ton, engage in the,! 
manufacture, and thus find employment. While so. | 
engaged, these persons consume the produce of the ] 
farmers and others, and thus makea home market 


| 


we may say, for $40 per ton. 
than our people can afford 


ment of §20 per ton by way 0 


ask $60, to reimburse himself for w 


terbalance this loss. 


j 


the logs of $20 per ton falls on all those in any part: 
of the United States who niay consume the iron.. 
But the benefit is confined to those persons who 
are engaged in making iron, and those who live so 
near them that they can conveniently get their 
produce to the factories.: In fact, this sort: of man~ 
afacturing is confined to the State of Pennsylva- 
nia, and perhaps a. few other localities. But my 
constituents can no more pay the manufacturers 
of Pennsylvania for iron in the production. of their 
farms, than they could the British iron-masters. 
It is therefore to our advantage, as we must pay 
for it in cash, to get the iron at the lowest rate: 
This is true of the southern and western people 


i generally. This illustrates the effect of our reve- 


nue and protective system. The burden is dif- 
fused over the whole country, but the benefit is 
limited to the manufacturers and to those persons 
who reside so near as to have thereby a better 
market; very little more than one-third of the 
Union gets the benefit of the system, in exclusion 
mainly of the South and West. ; 
It is not easy to measure the precise extent of 
this burden. tt has been estimated that two-thirds 
of all the articles which would, if iñported, be 
subject to pay a duty, are produced in the United 
States. To return, for ready illustration, to the 
case of railroad iron. If two of~every three tons 
of iron consumed in the United States were made 
in this country, it would follow that the person 
who consumed those three tong of iron, while he 
paid twenty dollars to the Government on the ton 
imported, would pay forty dollars’ to the home 


| ern man, th 


| the whole loss to consumers, 


| obliged to pay it 
| to the importer, 
this duty to eac 


i 
i 
| 


manufacturer; and if he lived so far from the man~ 
ufacturer that he could not pay him in produce, it 


| would follow that, in fact, while he paid the Gov- 


ernment but twenty dollars, he would lose sixty 
himself on account of the duty. When, there- 
fore, the Government gets, as it is doing, thirty- 


į three millions of dollars revenue, the whole burden 


to the consumers of this.country would be one hun- 
dred millions of dollars; of this amount, the South 
pays, according to its population and consumption, 
forty millions of dollars. ‘This sum I think too low 
in fact. In the Patent Office report, made to the last 
session of Congress, (the last one published,) it is 
stated by the Commissioner, Mr. Burke, a north- 
at the annual value of articles manu- 
States is five hundred and 
| fifty millions of dollars. This statement does not 
include iron, salt, coal, sugar, wool, the products 
of fisheries, and other articles on which a duty is 
collected; adding these, swells the amount to 
į nearly seven hundred millions. Our-imports for 
that year were unusually large, on account of the 
famine abroad. Nevertheless, all the articles: im- 
ported, on which a duty is collected, including the 
above omitted in the statement of manufactures, 
are in value only one hundred and eleven millions 
one hundred and fifty-four thousand three hundred, 
and fifteen dollars. lt thus appears that the amount 
manufactured in the country is more than six 
times that imported. It is not pretended, how- 
ever, that this comparison affords a proper-measure 
of the amount of the burden which the country 
may sustain; and that while it pays to the Gov: 
ernment thirty-three millions, it pays two hundred 
to the manufacturers indirectly, thereby making 
in the first instance, 
two hundred and thirty-three millions. Some few 
articles are manufactured here as cheaply as they 
can be elsewhere; and a very large number, at the 
places where they are made, are cheaper to the 
consumer than would be the foreign article when 
transported there. It is also true, however, that 
in a great many cases the consumer loses even 
more than the whole duty, because he is not only 
to the manufacturer or refund it 
but also a profit or per cent. on 
h trader through. whose hands the 
t reaches him. In other in- 
stances, the price is intermediate between what it 
would be without any duty and that which it 
would amount to by the addition of the duty. 
Want of accurate knowledge of all the facts ren- 
ders it impossible to determine precisely the effect 
which our revenue system produces; but that it 
is most powerful and controlling, cannot be de- 
nied, The Government actually raises more than 
thirty millions per year by these duties. The 
manufacturers, nly are interested. in 


who certai L 
selling their productions at a high rather than a 
low rate, and who underst 


factured in the United 


article passes before i 


for agticultural productions. Wesee, however, that: 


and, thelr true interests, 
attach the greatest importance to the tariff sys- 
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tem, and attribute to its operation effects even 
greater than I have stated them to be. There 
has been less complaint among consumers, because 
the cost of most manufactured articles has been 
diminishing from time to time. This fall of prices, 
however, is partly attributable to the great discov- 
eries made during our day in chemistry, mechan- 
ism, and the arts generally, by which these arti- 
cles are produced with much more facility. It is 
also attributable to. the comparative repose of the 
world, which has directed capital-and labor, for- 
merly consumed in wars, to industrial pursuits. 
Hence, though there is a gradual reduction of 
prices in the United States, yet it is still more 
striking on the other side of the Atlantic. In 
Great Britain particularly, as well as in certain 
portions of the Continent, such is the accumulation 
of capital, and so great the number of laborers 
who are obliged to work fora mere subsistence, 
that prices are at the lowest possible rate. We 
have.a right to take advantage of this state of 
things, just as the Europeans do of our cheap pro- 
duction of cotton. Instead of giving us half a 
dollar a pound, as they used to do, they, as well 
as the people of the northern States, seem glad to 
.getit for five cents per pound, in consequence of 
our over production of the article. We have, 
therefore, a natural right to purchase their pro- 
ductions at the lowest rate at which we can obtain 
them, to counterbalance the disadvantage we suf- 
fer from the accumulation of a different kind of 
capital and labor. To alleviate this burden, we of 
the South get back very little in the form of protec- 
tion. Why, then, have southern men been willing 
to submit toa system so unequal in its operation? 
Because, as I have formerly had occasion to state, 
in the Convention which made the Federal Consti- 
tution there was a bargain made between the North 
and the South, that, provided they would allow 
ow slaves to be represented, to permit importa- 
tion for a time, and to deliver up fugitives, the 
South would, on its part, agree that a majority 
of Congress might have power to pass navigation 
or tarif laws. As the gift of the power under the 
circumstances necessarily implied that it was to be 
exercised, we felt bound in honor to acquiesce in 
the action of the majority. Because, in the second 
lace, protection to such extent as might give our 
infant mahufactures a fair start, was calculated to 
advance the interest of the nation as a whole, 
though for the time it might bear hardly on us. 
And because, thirdly, we hoped that the southern 
States would after a time get to manufacturing 
themselves, as their interest required them to do, 
and thus escape the burden. ft was thus that 
southern gentlemen, even after the North had par- 
tially failed to pay its share of the consideration, 
with great magnanimity continued to sustain the 
system, 
. The manner of disbursement is also adverse to 
our interests. Of the forty-odd millions which the 
Government purposes to disburse this year, I do 
not believe that five millions will in any way be 
expended in all the slaveholding States. North 
Carolina, for example, is burdened to the extent 
of not Jess than three millions, and yet does not 
get back one hundred thousand dollars in any way 
from the Government. The clear Joss in a pecu- 
niary point of view, on account of the action of 
the Government, may be set down at three mil- 
lions annually. The southern States ‘generally 
are in the same situation. 

What would be our condition if separated from 
the North? It is difficult to determine the precise 
amount of the exports of the slaveholding States, 
because it is not practicable to arrive at the-exact 
value of that portion which is sold to the free 
States. But the amount of our leading staples 
being pretty well known—I mean cotton, rice, to- 
bacco, sugar, &c.—we can arrive at the whole 
value of our exports pretty nearly. They cannot 


fall short of one hundred and thirty millions of 


dollars, and this year, perhaps, considerably ex- 
ceed that sum. This is nearly as much as the 
whole of the exports of the United States to foreign 
countries. It must be remembered, however, that 
though the free States furnish part of our exports, 
yet that which they do afford is searcely so much 
as the portion of our own products which goes to 
them for consumption. If, therefore, we were 
Separated, our whole exports to the North and to 
foreign countries generally, would be equal to that 
sum. Of course we should import as much, and 
in fact do at this time consume as much. A duty 


of thirty per cènt. on these imports (and most of 


the rates of the present tariff law are higher) would | 


yield a revenue of nearly forty millions of dollars. 
As the prices of almost ‘all manufactured articles 
are regulated by the production of the great work- 
shops of Europe, where the accumulation of cap- 
ital and labor keeps down production to the low- 
est possible rates, I have no doubt but that sum 
would be raised without any material increase of 
the prices which our citizens now pay. We 
might therefore expend as much as the Govern- 
ment of the United States ever did in time of peace 
up to the beginning of General Jackson’s Admin- 
istration, and still have on hand twenty-five mil- 


lions of dollars to devote to the making rail- ; 


roads, opening our harbors and rivers, and for 
other domestic purposes. Or, by levying only a 
twenty per cent. duty, which the northern manu- 


facturers found ruinous to them, as they said, un- | 


der Mr. Clay’s compromise bill, we should be 
able to raise some twenty-five millions of dollars. 
Half of this sum would be sufficient for the sup- 
port of our army, navy, and. civil government. 
The residue might be devoted to the making of all 
such improvements as we are now in want of, and 


especially checkering our country over with rail- | 
roads. Subjecting the goods of the North toa duty, | 


with those from other foreign countries, would at 
once give a powerful stimulus to our own manu- 
factures. We have already sufficient capital for the 
purpose. But if needed, it would come in from 
abroad. English capitalists have filled Belgium with 
factories. Why did this occur? Simply because 


provisions were cheaper there and taxes lower than | 


in England. The same motives would bring them 
into the southern country, since both the reasons 
assigned are much stronger in our case. 
already been proved that we can manufacture 
some kinds of goods more cheaply than the North. 
In New England, too, owing to her deficient agri- 
enlture, everything is directed to manufacturing, 


and the system is strained up toa point which is | 


attended with great social disadvantages, so as to 
retard population. Jn the South it need not be 
so. The climate and soil are very favorable to 
agricultural pursuits. Our slaves might be chiefly 
occupied on the farms, while the poorer class of 
our white population, and a portion of our females, 
could be advantageously employed in manufactur- 
ing. Weshould thus have that diversity in our 
pursuits which is most conducive to the prosperity 
and happiness of a people. 

Our carrying trade would probably for a time 
be in the handsof the English and other foreigners, 
This, however, would not be to our disadvan- 
tage, since northern ship-owners now charge as 
much for freight between New York and New 
Orleans as they do for carrying it to Canton, 
on the opposite side of the globe. The whole 
amount of the freight on southern productions, 
received by the northern ship-owners, has, on a 
minute calculation, been set down at forty millions 
one hundred and eighty-six thousand seven hun- 
dred and twenty-eight dollars ($40,186,728.) The 
whole value which the North derives from its south- 
ern connection has been estimated, by some per- 
sons most familiar with these statistics, at more 
than eighty-eight millions of dollars. Whoever 
looks into the condition of the different States prior 
to the formation of the Union, and compares it 
with their situation at first, under low duties, up 
to the war and tariff of 1816, and its successors, 
highly protective as they have been, will find the 


facts fully sustaining the opinions I have ex- 


pressed. Northern writers of elementary books, 
made for school-children, of course represent 
things differently, and deceive the careless and 
ignorant. My opinionson these points have been 
settled for a long while past, though I have not 
heretofore been in a position where I thought I 
could exertany controlling influence, or effect any 
desirable object, by giving utterance to them. 

In throwing out these views, Mr. Chairman, I 
have not sought the utmost degree of precision, 
but I have no doubt but that all the facts will be 


| found on examination not less favorable to my 


conclusions than I have stated them. 


My pur- 
pose now is simply to present to northern ka -| 
tlemen such general views as are likely now to be | 


adopted by the South. Your course of aggression 


is already arraying against you all the highest | 


‘minds of the South—men of high intellect, and 
higher patriotism, whose utter indifference to all 
personal considerations will make them,in the lan- 


i referred to. 


It has | 


guage of my eloquent friend from Georgia, [Mr. 
Toomss,] ‘* devote all they have and all they are 
to this cause.” 

But gentlemen speak of the difficulty of making 
the boundary; and the condition of the border 
States of Maryland and Kentucky are particularly 
Undoubtedly each State would 
have the right to determine for itself to which 
section of the Confederacy it would belong. If 
these two States were to unite with the North, 


then, as it would not be possible for them to change 
| their condition immediately with respect to slavery, 


if they ever did, they would for many years, at 
least, form a barrier against the aggressions of the 
free States, until, in short, the South would have 
become too great and powerful to need snch aid. 
I take it, however, that their interest would lead 
them to prefer an association with the South. 
With reference to fugitive slaves, Maryland 
would not be materially worse off than I have 
shown her to be, if she were not in fact less 
molested. There would, however, be some great 
countervailing advantages. She is in advance 
of most of the southern States in manufactures, 
and fa duty on northern Imports would give 
her for the time better prices on such things as 
now come from the North. Baltimore. would, 
perhaps, from its considerable size and its capital, 
become the New York of the South. New York it- 
self must atonce lose more than halfits foreign trade. 
Charlestonand New Orleans would expand rapidly. 
The like might occur to the cities of Virginia. 
Even the little towns on the eastern coast of my 
own State would more than recover the trade which 
they had prior to the war duties and the tariff of 
1816. The northern tier of counties in Kentucky 
would perhaps be obliged to remove their slaves to 
the South. But there would be to her advantages 
in the change, similar to those of Maryland. Ken- 
tucky supplies the South with live stock to a great 
extent; but she bas to encounter the competition 
of Ohio and other northwestern States. If the 
productions of these States were subjected to a 
duty, she might for a time have a monopoly in the 
trade. I would do injustice to these two States if 
I supposed that they would be governed solely or 
even mainly by calculations of interest. Mary- 
land and Kentucky are filled with as courageous, 
as generous, and as noble-minded men ‘and women 
as exist on earth; and following their bold im- 
pulses, they would make common cause with their 
oppressed sisters of the South, and, if necessary, 
take their places where the blows might fall 
thickest in the front @f the column, with the 


i| same high feelings that animated their ancestors on 


the battle-fields of the Revolution. Rather than 
that they should separate from us, I think it far 
more probable that some of the northwestern free 
States would find it to their advantage to go with 


i the South. - But we have been threatened that the 


North will take possession of the Lower Missis- 
sippi. The British tried that in 1815, but found 
Andrew Jackson and some of the southwestern 
militiamen in the way. In the thirty-five years 
that have since passed, those States have become 
populous and strong, and would doubtless be able 
to protect their waters from aggression. The 
southern States having now a free population of 


! six millions, and producing in succession such 


soldiers as Washington, Jackson, Scott, and Tay- 
lor, need have no serious fears of foreign aggres- 
sion. 

I submit it, then, Mr. Chairman, calmly to 
northern gentlemen, that they had better make up 
their minds to give us at once a fair settlement; not 
cheat us by a ‘mere empty form, without reality, 
but give something substantial for the South. We 
might acquiesce in the Missouri compromise line. 
I should individually prefer, under all the circum- 
stances, giving up the whole of California, provided 
we could have all on this side of it, up to about 
the parallel of 40°, not far from the northern line 
of the State of Missouri, rather than its southern— 
36° 30. We would thus, by getting the whole of 
New Mexico, and having the mountain chain and 
desert on the west, obtain a proper frontier. We 
might then acquire, at some future day, whether 
united or divided, possession of the country along 
the Gulf of Mexico, well suited to be occupied by 
our slave population. I mean, sir, that no restric- 
tion ought to be imposed by Congress on this ter- 
ritory, but that after it has been left open to all 
classes for a proper period, the majority may then, 
when they make a State constitution, determine 
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for themselves whether they will permit slavery or 
not. The South will acquiesce in any reasonable 
settlement. ‘ - 

But when we ask for justice, and to be letalone, 
we are met by the senseless and insane cry of: 
“Union, union! Sir, Iam disgusted with it. 
When it comes from northern gentlemen who axe | 
attacking us, it falls on my ear as it would do if a 


2 i 
band of robbers had surrounded a dwelling, and i 


when the inmates attempted to resist, the assailants 
should raise the shout of ‘“ Peace—union—har. | 
mony!” If they will do us justice, we do not need į 
their lectures. As long as they refuse it, their decla- 
rations seem miserable, hypocritical cant. When | 
these things come from southern men, I have even 
less respect for them. Even the most cowardly | 
men, when threatened with personal injury,do not 


usually announce in advance that they mean to |! 


submit to all the chastisement which an adversary 
may choose to inflict. And those persons who, 
séeing the aggressive attitude of the North, and its 
numerical power, declare in advance that for their 


parts they intend to submit to whatever the major- || 
ity may do, are taking the best course to aid our ji 
assailants, and need not wonder if the country re- Hi 
gards them as enemies of the South. | 

If northern gentlemen will do us justice on this || 


great question, we may consent to submit to lesser 
evils. Wemay acquiesce in a most oppressive rev- 
enue system. We may tolerate a most unequal dis- 


tribution of the public expenditures. Wemay bear i 
the loss of our fugitive slaves, incurred because the || 


Legislatures of the northern States have nullified } 
an essential provision of the Constitution, without | 
which the Union could not have been formed, be- | 
cause mere pecuniary considerations are not con- 

trolling with us. We may even Permit such por- 

tions of the northern people as are destitute of | 
proper self-respect, to send up here occasionally 
representatives whose sole business seems to be to | 
irritate as much as possible southern feeling, and | 
pander to the prejudices of the worst part of the 

northern community. We may allow that the | 
northern States shall keep up and foster in their | 
bosoms abolition societies, whose main purpose | 
is to scatter firebrands throughout the South, to | 
incite servile insurrections, and stimulate, by licen- į 
tious pictures, our negroes to invade the per- 
sons of our white women. But if, in addition to | 
all these wrongs and insults, you intend to de- | 
grade and utterly ruin the South, then we don’t go 
il. We do not love you, people of the North, well 
enough to become your slaves. £ 
the power and the will to M@sist. Our fathers ac- | 
quired our liberty by the sword, and with it, at | 
every hazard, we will maintain it. Bat before re- | 
sorting to that instrument, I hold that all constitu- 
tional means should be exhausted. It is, sir, a | 
wise provision of Providence that less force is | 
required to resist an attack than to make it, The 
Constitution of the United States has been well 
framed on‘ these principles. 
majority is necessary to pass a measure, one-fifth 
of the members may demand the yeas and nays. 
In spite, therefore, of any change of rule which 
the majority can make as long as this constitu- |Í 
tional provision stands, a minority of one-fifth or | 
more, if firm, and sustained by the people at home, | 
can stop the wheels of the Government. If itis || 
ascertained that no proper settlement can be gotten 
of the Territorial question, it would be in the į 
power of the southern members to defeat all the || 
appropriation bills, and bring the Government to | 
a dead halt. Perhaps it might be well to give such |; 


it revolution, or something worse. 


4 ment against us. 


While, therefore, a |; 


j 
j 


H 
! doubt but that, as he said, enough had agreed to 
have enabled them to effect their purpose, if the 
motion to change the character of the amendment 
had failed. It is not long since, too, that another 
| citizen of Massachusetts [Mr. Jonn Davis] de- 
| feated the two million bill then pending in the Sen- 
| ate, by speaking till the end of the session.. As 
northern gentlemen have therefore been accustomed 
to this mode of resistance to such measures as 
| they do not like, I take it that they*would hardly 
complain of this kind of retaliation. 
| I tell gentlemen that if we cannot in advance get 
| a fairsettlement of this question; I should be pleased 
t 


to see the civil and diplomatic bill, the army and 
navy bill, and all other appropriations, fail. We 
should thereby make every officer and every ex- 
| pectant of public money directly interested in 
| having justice done to the South. It would be far 
‘ better to have this temporary inconvenience for a 
| year or two, than that we should see a bloody 
I hold itto be 
i the duty of every southern representative to stay 
here and prevent, till the close of our official term, 
the passage of any measures that mighttend to force 
our people to unjust submission. In the mean 
time the southern States could, in convention, take 
such steps as might be necessary to assert their 
right to a share in the public territory. If this in 
terregnum were to continue long, it might drive both 
sections to make provisional governments, to be- 
come permanent ones iñ the end. 

But itis advised, in certain portions of the north- 
i ern press, that the members from that section ought 
‘to expel such as interrupt their proceedings. Let 
i them try the experiment. | tell gentlemen, that 
, this is our slaveholding territory. We do not in- 
tend to leave it. If they think they can remove 
| us, it is a proper case for trial. In the present 
| temper of the public mind, itis probable that a 
| collision of the kind here might electrify the coun- 
‘try, as did the little skirmish at Lexington the 
i colonies in their then excited state. Such a strug- 
| gle, whoever might prove the victors in it, would 
| not leave here a quorum to do business. Gentle- 
| men may call this treason—high treason—the 
‘highest treason that the world ever saw. But 
' their words are idle. We shall defeat their move- 
o But even if I thought otherwise, 
| L would still resist. Sooner than submit to what 
| they propose, I would rather see the South, like 
' Poland, under the iron heel of the conqueror. I 
would rather that she shouid find the fate of Hun- 


ii 
it 


God has given us |; gary. 


| ? Iiwas but the other day, and under our own 

eyes, that the gallant Hungarians asserted their 
| independence. Though iñ the midst of, and strug- 
Í gling against those two immense empires, that 
| could bring more than a million of armed men 
| into the field, they were successful at first in ‘beat- 
| ing down the power of Austria. It was not until 
! some of her sons became traitors that Hungary 
was finally overpowered, borne down, and pressed 
| to death by the long columns and gigantic strength 
| of Russia. If necessary, let such be our fate. 

& Better be 
_ Where the extingnished Spartans still are free, 
in their proud charnel of Thermopyle.’? 

Rather let the future traveler, as he passes over 
a blackened and desert waste, at least exclaim, 
« Here lived and died as noble a race as the sun 
ever shone upon.” If we were to wait until your 
measures were consummated, and your coil, like 
that of a great serpent, was completely around us, 
then we might be crushed. Seeing the danger, We 
have the wisdom and the courage to meet the at- 


a cup to northern gentlemen; for I well remember 
that when the civil and diplomaticappropriation bill + 
was under consideration, with the amend ment from |} 
the Senate known as Walker’s, which would have || 
setiled the question of slavery in the Territories, a |; 
‘number of northern gentleman resolved to defeat |! 
that bill and all other business by constantly call- |! 
ing for the yeas and nays, if they did not succeed |; 
in striking out that amendment. I recollect per- |i 
fectly, that while I was pressing a Pennsylvania | 
member to vote against striking out that amend- |! 
ment, which was the pending motion, a member of | 
hich standing from Massachusetts said to me, | 
«You need not give yourself any trouble about || 
this matter; if we do not succeed in changing it, | 
we shall prevent its adoption by having the yeas | 
and nays on motions to adjourn, and calls of the i 
` House, ull the end of the session.” From simuar | 
declarations made to me by & number of 


gentlemen, as I went through the House, 


| doubts. 


northern |} t 
I had no || no fears. In conclusion, 


tack now, while we have the power to resist. We 
must prove victors in this struggle. If we repel 
the wave of aggression now, we shall have peace. 
The Abolitionists defeated before the country on 
the main issue, will not have power to molest us. 

I have thus, sir, frankly spoken my opinions on 
this great question, with no purpose to menace, but 
only to warn. Gentlemen of the North ought them- 
selves to see that, while submission to what they 
propose would be ruinous to us, it would-not in 
the end be beneficial to their section. Seeing, then, 
the jgsue in all its bearings, it is for them to de- 
cide. They hold in their hands the destiny of the 
existing government. Should circumstances divide 
us, I wish that you may prosper. From all my 
knowledge of the elements of your society, | have 

That we shall, under the favor of Prov- 
in all events, take care of ourselves, I have 


idence, 
I have to say, Do us jus-- 


| 


tice, and we continueto stand with you; attempt to. 
trample on us, and we part company.: x ee 

Mr. HOWARD, obtained the floor. ~ He said: - 

Mr. Crarrman: I shall not, like the gentleman: 
from North: Carolina, [Mr. Cuneman,] enter into 
any arithmetical calculation. of the value of the 
Union; nor shall I speculate on what may be the 
condition of the South, if the unfortunate event of 
dissolution shall take place. If this Union -shall 
ever be dissolved, it will not be done on-ealculation < 
as to its advantages to the South; it will rather 
be a matter of feeling, that she cannot honorably 
remain after she has been degraded. socially and 
politically by the action of this Government— 
denied equality before the law, and excluded from 
the common property and benefits of the Union 
itself, When that is done, the Unionis practically 
at an end, and we may as well part ‘ fair foes,” 
but in- peace‘and without excitement. 

Mr. Chairman, I shall join in no wholesale de- 
nunciations of the action of the North upon this 
subject of slavery. It is neither just nor politic. 
There are men in the non-slaveholding States who 
have stood by the compromises of the Constitution,’ 
and been honorably sacrificed in their defence. 
Nor is this confined to individuals; there is a party 
there that asserted and maintained the principle of 
nen-intervention in the last Presidental canvass, 
who fell with a northern candidate at their head, 
pledged to the South; prostrated too bya southern 
candidate, who refused to give such a pledge, yet 
who was elected through the instrumentality of 
southern votes. It is this that has brought upon 
us the danger which now menaces the South and 
the Union. Until the last Presidential canvass, 
all parties at the South since the agitation of this 
subject have exacted from candidates for the 
Presidency clear and unequivocal pledges as to 
their action. Even Mr. Van Buren, charged as he 
has always been with non-committalism, pledged 
himself to the veto of any bill abolishing slavery 
in. the, District of Columbia; and that, too, on mere 
grounds of expediency, for he admitted the con- 
stitutional power of Congress to abolish slavery in 
the District. È 

Sir, I need not here repeat the incidents of the 
late presidential canvass upon this subject; the 
Signal letter of General Taylor, and its explana- 


i 
i concealments. 


tion, and non-committalism upon soùŭthern rights; 
nor the fact often charged—but never denied—that 
it was asserted in one part of the Union that he 
| would veto the Wilmot proviso, and in the other, 
that he would accord it his official sanction. 

The deadly blow the South has received lays in’ 
the support by any portion of the South of a can- 
didate, and, above all, a southern candidate, thus 
situated. ‘The South can only recover from: its 
effect by great union and energy of'action.* Itshes: 
had a tendency to make Free Soil and Abolition 
agitators believe that we are not in earnest in this 
matter. But on this point it is time they were un- 
deceived. The South is aroused, and will act as 
one man. f : i 

Sir, I do not doubt that General Taylor is with 
the South in feeling, but I distrust his attitude be- 
fore the country. I dread the iron necessities of 
his political position. The South has lost all the 
moral power which the assurance of a veto before 
the election could have given us. It can scarcely. 
be regained now by its exercise. 

My object in addressing the committee to-day 
is, to submit to the House some observations 
upon the message communicated by the President 
on yesterday, upon the subject of the connection 
of the Administration with the present govern- 
ments and late movements in California and New 
Mexico. It is difficult to determine whether the 
message is most remarkable for its revelations arits 
The object of the resolution of thé 
House was to learn whether a southera President 
had, by an active interference, induced the people 
of California, in their constitution, to adopt the 
principle of the Wilmot proviso, and thus exclude 
the South from all enjoyment of a country which 
was purchased by the blood and treasure of the 
South-as well as that of the non-slavebolding States. 
The message meets this inquiry by a qualified de- 
nial. It negatives dictation. It admits aninfluence 
exerted to procure the organization of States, but 
denies all effort to control the domestic institutions 
of the States. The President admits that his object 
in bringing in California and New Mexico as 
States was “ to removeall occasion for unnecessary 


agitation of the public mind.” Did he not know 


i 
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that this could be effected only by adopting. the- 
Wilmot proviso-in these new constitutions? and 
was there any other object in advising these people 
to come in as States instead of applying for territo- 
rial governments?) Wag not the Wilmot proviso 
the only moving object to this advice ? 

The President refers the country to the letter-of 
the Secretary of State-to Mr. T. Butler King.: In 
that of Mr. Clayton to Mr. King, dated April 3, 
1849, this remarkable passage occurs: 

« You are fully possessed of the President’s. views, and 
can with propriety suggest to the people of California the 
adoption of measures best calculated. to give them effect. 
These measures must of course originate with themselves.” 

What does this imply when addressed to Mr. 
King? That, as a member of Congress, and polit- 
ical friend of the President, he was in possession 
of all his views—views not quite safe to place upon 
paper; that “with propriety’’ he could inculcate | 
those views upon the people of California, with | 
all the force and authority of his relation to the 
President. 

Why, sir, the result speaks trampet-tongued to 
the’country. In a short time after these views 
were known in California, the impression was 
made upon that country that California could not be 
received into the Union without the adoption of 
the Free Soil principle in her constitution, and her | 
convention acted under the coercion of that belief, 
to the exclusion of the South. Is it not evident, 
from the letter of Secretary Clayton, that Mr. 
King, if’ not other agents of the Government, had | 
verbal instructions and views, which the written | 
correspondence and the message do not develop? | 
And what is the difference in principle and re- 
sult in this case, between the persuasion. and the 
‘dictation of the special agent of the Administra- 
tion? 

“Indeed, the President admits that the present 
constitution of California was adopted by his ad- 
vice, but not exclusively, &c. He says: 

« Iris understood that the people of the western part of 
California have formed a plan of a State constitution, and 
will soon submit the same to the judgment of Congress, and 
apply for admission as a State. This course on their part, 
though in accordunce with, was not adopted exclusively in 
consequence of, any expression of my wishes, inasmuch as 
measures tending to this end had been promoted by the 
officers sent there by my predecessor, and were already in 
active progress of execution before any communication from 
me reached California,” f 


Thus his wishes were expressed, touching this 
st plan of a State constitution.” 

Such, sir, was the intervention of the non-inter- 
vention of the President of the United States in the 
domestic affairs of California. ELowever well in- 
tended, itis a precedent of most dangerous import. 
Ifthe President of the United States, with all the 
authority of his position, is allowed by sending 
special emissaries to promote his wishes as to do- 
mesticinstitutions in new States about to be formed, | 
it is quite evident that in the process of time he 
will get to control their forms of government. He 
will dictate their principles. Fle will practically 
reduce the new States to petty corporations. It is 
an interference—not to say an excess of power | 


last, and invoked their-action at that session. Congress ad- 
journed without making any provision for their government. 
“ The inhabitants, by the transfer of their country, had be- 
come entitled to the benefits of our laws and Constitution, 
and yet were left without any regularly organized govern- 
ment. Since that time, the very limited power. possessed 
by the Executive has been exercised to preserve and pro- 
tect them from the inévitable consequences of a state 
of-anarchy. -The only government which remained was 
that: established by the military authority during the war. 
Regarding this to be ade facto government, and that, by the 
presumed. consent of the inhabitants, it might be continued 
temporarily, they were advised to conform and submit to.it 
for the short intervening period before Congress would again 
assemble and could legislate on the subject. The views 
entertained by the Executive on this point are contained in 
a communication of the Secretary of State, dated, the 
seventh of October last, which was forwarded for publica- 
tion.” kd 5 : 


© The Governor of Texas, in his message in No- 
| vember last, communicates the fact to’ the Legisla- 
ture of that State, that the military commandant 
at the post of Santa Fé had refused to permit the 
authorities of Texas to organize thecounty of San- 
ta Fé, and exercise civil jurisdiction, claiming him- 
self to be the Governor, if not the Government of 
that country. Itis also a well-known fact, that 
on the proclamation of Lieutenant-Colonel Beall, a 
convention was assembled in Santa Fé, which or- 
ganized a Territorial Government, disregarding 
the rights of Texas. 

The President seems to Jament that New Mex- 
ico had not formed a State government by dis- 
membering Texas, so as to be admitted into the 
Union in that form. He appears to be in favor of 
non-intervention as to the rights of Texas at pres- 
ent, inasmuch as New Mexico did .not adopt the 
gentle persuasion or advice to present herself as a 
State, instead of forming a Territorial Govern- 
ment. .At all events, he expresses the opinion, 
if that had been done, the Supreme Court of the 
United States would have had jurisdiction. 

Sir, I deny the power of this Government to 
dismember a State, and thus create a jurisdiction 
in the Supreme Court by making two or more 
States out of one. To admit such a principle, is 
not only to give the Federal Government absolute 
control over the boundary of any State in the 
Union, but to concede a power which might be 
used for the annihilation of all States. It is utterly 
inconsistent with the idea of sovereignty, and in the 
case of Rhode Island and Massachusetts, the Su- 
preme Court said that each State was sovereign 
within its boundaries, except as to the powers 
conceded to the Federal Government. It is well 
received law, since the case of Mabury and Madi- 
son, that the original jurisdiction of the Supreme 
Court cannot be enlarged by the legislation of 

| Congress. The Supreme Court cannot take juris- 
diction of a case between a State and a Territory. 
| A State cannot be sued without its consent in any 
court, and the States have given no consent to be 
i arraigned before the Supreme Court at the suit of 
the Federal Government. The Constitution con- 
tains no such principle, and Congress can confer 
no such jurisdiction. 

It is difficult to understand how, on general 


by tbe President—which ought to be resisted at | 
the very threshold, and before it grows into a pre- 
cedent, 

The President, in his message, as to the contin- 
uance of the military governments in California i 
and New Mexico, professes to have done nothing | 
more than to carry out the measures of the last | 
Administration. Butin relation to the government | 
of New Mexico, this is clearly erroneous. Mr. 
Polk never contemplated the continuance of the 
military government in Santa Fé on the east bank 
of the Rio Grande. On the contrary, he recom- 
mended, in his annual message of 1849, that the 
territorial gavernment of New Mexico should be | 
confined to the west bank of the Rio Grande, and 
the rights of Texas respected. He says: 

«The existing condition of California, and of that part of 
New Mexico lving west of the Rio Grende, and without ! 
the limits of Texas, imperiously demand that Congress | 
should, at its present session, organize territorial govern- | 
ments over them. i 


iat i 
“Upon the exchange of the ratifications of the treaty of |; 


peace with Mexico of the thirtieth of May last, the tempo- ! 
rary governments which had been established over New |: 
Mexico and California by our military and naval command- | 
ers, by virtue of the rights of war, ceases to derive any 
obligatory force from that source of authority; and having | 
heen ceded to the United States, all government and con- i} 
trol over them, under the authority of Mexico, lad ceased 
to exist. f 

« Impressed with the necessity of establishing territorial | 
governments over them, I recommended the subject to the Hi 
favorable consideration of Congress in my message com- } 
municating the ratified treaty of peace, on the sixth of July | 


| than those of Texas? 


| principles, the United States can be both party and 
judge by settling this matter in her own courts. 
‘What power have her courts over the subject more 
Texas had her boundaries 
when entirely independent of the United States. 
And they are beyond the jurisdiction of this Gov- 
ernment any further than she has placed them un- 
der it by the articles of annexation. 

Sir, the right of Texas has been acknowledged 
by all the Departments of this Government in every 
possible manner. The right of Texas is the only 
justification of the war with Mexico. It was re- 
cognized by Congress, when it declared that the 
war existed by the actof Mexico. That act was 
the shedding of American blood upon American 
soil, on the banks of the Rio Grande. Do gentle- 
men mean to back out from that vote, and now 
hold the country up to the civilized world as guilty 
of a war of conquest and aggression without 
cause? This cannot be done without disgracing 
not only the last Administration, but the American 
Government and people., It would be to admit be- 
fore the world the justice of every accusation made 
against us by Mexico during the war. 2 

The boundary of Texas was settled between the 
United States and that Republic by a convention 


recites that— 


“ The treaty of limits, made and concluded on the 12th 
day of January, 1828, between the United States of America 
on the one part, and the United Mexican States on the 


entered into at Washington, April 28, 1838. . It | 


other, is binding upon the Republic of Texas, the same 
having been entered into ata time when Texas formed a 
part of said United Mexican States ; and whereas itis deemed 
proper and expedient, in order to prevent future.disputes and 
collisions between the United States and Texas, in regard 
to the boundary between the two countries, as DESIGNA- 
TED by that SAID TREATY, that a portion of the same 
should be run and marked without unnecessary delay,” &c. 


It was then provided that commissioners 

“Should proceed to run and mark that portion of ‘the 
said boundary which extends from the mouth of the Sabine, 
where that river enters the Gulf of Mexico, to the Red 
River.” 

The treaty with Mexico, of 1828, established 
the boundary between Mexico and the United 
States, as defined by the treaty with Spain, of ` 


+ 1819, as follows: 


“ The boundary line between the two countries west of 
the Mississippi shal) begin on the Gulf of Mexico, at the 


‘| mouth of the river Sabine, in the sea, continuing north 


along the western bank of that river to the 32d degree of 
Jatitade; thence by a line due north to the degree of 
latitude where it strikes. the Rio Roxo of Nachitoches, or 
Red River; thence following the course of the Rio Roxo 
westward to the degree of longitude 100 west from London 
and 23 from Washington; thence crossing the said Red 
River and running thence by a line due north to the river 
Arkansas ; thence following the course of the southern bank 
of the Arkansas to its source in Jatitude 42 north; and 
thence by that parallel of latitude to the South Sea. 

By solemn treaty, then, between the United 
States and the Republic of Texas, this boundary is 
settled. It was the recognition of the boundary as 
declared by the Texas act of Congress of 1836, 
which is as follows: ` 


“ Beginning at the mouth of the Sabine river, and running 
west along the Gulf of Mexico, three leagues from land, to 
the mouth ofthe Rio Grande; thence up the principal stream 
of said river to its source; thence due north to the forty- 
second degree of north latitude; thence along the boundary 
line, as defined in the treaty between the United States and 
Spain, to the beginning. And thatthe President be, and is 
hereby authorized nd required, to open a negotiation with 
the Government of the United States of America as soon as. 
in his opinion, the public intest requires it, to ascertain and 
define the boundary line as agreed upon in said treaty.” . 


It is therefore apparent that the Convention of 
1838 had express reference to the Texas act of 
boundary of 1836, and was intended as a specific 
and entire recognition of her boundary on the east 
and north, as it had‘previously existed with Spain 
and Mexico. 

So far as the United States is concerned, Texas 
requires no higher settlement of her boundary than 
this convention, thus ratified by all the departments 
of her Government.. According to the decisions of 
the Supreme Court of the United States, when two 
Governments once agree upon a boundary line, it 
is conclusive both upon the Governments and the 
people. Such is the d@trine of the recent cases of 
Pool and Fleeger, and of Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island, 

It was evidently the intention of the joint reso- 
lutions of annexation to admit Texas with the 
boundary as claimed by herself. They declare— 

phat Yongress doth consent that the territory properly 
included within, and rightfully belonging to, the Republie of 
Texas, may he created into a new State,” &c, 

It further provides: 


“New States, of convenient size, not exceeding four in 
number, in addition to said State of Texas, and having 
sufficient population, may hereafter, by the consent of said 
State, be formed out of the territory thereof, which shall be 
entitled to admission under the provisions of the Federal 
Constitution. And such States as may he formed out of that 
portion of said territory lying south of 36° 30’ north latitude, 
commonly known as the Missouri compromise tine, shai) be 
admitted into the Union with or without slavery, as the 
people of each State asking admission into the Union may 
desire. Andin such State or States as shall be formed out 
of said territory north of said compromise line, slavery or 
involuntary servitude (except for crime) shall be prohibited.” 

On the boundary of Texas, the only limit placed 
was the following: 

“ Said State to be formed, subject to the adjustment by 
this Government of all questions of boundary that may arise 
with other Governments.” i 

These provisions are to be construed together, 
and they show conclusively that the compact rec- 
ognized not only the country north of 360 30 ag 
belonging to Texas, but that the boundary as 
claimed by Texas was admitted as her rightful 
boundary, subject only to the condition of the ad- 
justment of all questions of boundary with “ other 
Governments.” The whole object of this condition 
was to enable the United States to avoid a war, by 
negotiation with Mexico. It was a naked power, 
conferring no interest on the United States, and 
must bestrictly construcd, according to well-settled 
canons of construction. It constituted the United 
States an agent, or trustee, to settle the Texas 
boundary by negotiation with other Governments. 
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There ıs no one who will undertake to assert, 
that under this office of negotiator, the United 
States could so negotiate the question as to acquire 
the subject matter for herself, in opposition to the 
claim which she had undertaken to treat for ‘or 
settle in this trust capacity. Neither as agent, or 
judge, of the rights of Texas, could the United 
States acquire any right under this authority, and 
set it up against the State of Texas, unless it be 
gravely asserted that the attorney may appropriate 
to himself the land, the title to which he has un- 
dertaken to adjust for his client, or that the judge, 
or arbitrator, may award the subject to himself. 

Not only do the resolutions of annexation as- 
sure to Texas the whole of that country east of 
the Rio Grande, which was once in New Mexico, 
but they give to the State three distinct guarantees 
as to that portion of the country north of 36° 30° 
entirely in the old State of New Mexico, and also 
north of Santa Fé: 1. That Texas shall havea 
right to form anew State out of this very terri- 
tory north of 36° 30'. 2. That in any State ere- 
ated entirely north of that line, slavery shall not 
be tolerated. 3. And, as a necessary consequence, 
if no State is formed out of that territory north of 
the Missouri compromise line, then slavery exists 
in the whole State by virtue of her existing law 
at the time of annexation, as weil as by virtue of 
its recognition in the resolutions of annexation. 

The two Governments did not undertake to abol- 
ish slavery in any portion of Texas by the reso- 
lutions of annexation. It was an institution €x- 
isting in the whole extent of Texas, and must $0 
continue to exist, unless abolished by the State 
itself, or unless Texas shall consent to the forma- 
tion,of a new State entirely north of 36° 30'. If 
there is any portion of the new State south of that 
line, Texas has a right to insist upon its coming 
into the Union with slavery; and good faith to the 
South requires that she shall insist upon the terms 
of the compact. Sir, Texas will stand up to the 
South, on the question of southern rights, as one 
man. She will never consent, under the pretence 
of settling her boundary that her rights asa south- 
ern State, under the resolutions of annexation, 
shall be impaired, by introducing within her limits 
the principle of Free Soil where slavery is guar- 
antied to her by the compact. 

Here, then, are distinct guarantees, resting on 
solemn compact, positively asserted as rules of 
action to obtain in New Mexico alone, as New 
Mexico is now claimed by some politicians. Isit 
not preposterous to deny to Texas that territory, 
when the compact of annexation not only con- 
cedes to her the ciyil jurisdiction and the right of 
soil, but expressly prescribes the rule of domestic 
policy which is to obtain in the State which she 
is given the right to form out of the country itself, 

_ when, too, the southern boundary of the new State 
is given with mathematical precision in the com- 
pact, ayd divides nearly centrally that portion of 

New Mexico which, under the Mexican organiza- 

tion, was east of the Rio Grande? So far from the 

United States having any faculty to acquire the 

country in opposition to that State, Texas has a 

right to insist, by virtue of the compact, which is 
of equal dignity with a treaty, that this Govern- 
ment shall exercise its authority and power, not 
only to secure the country to Texas, but to“organ- 
ize a State or States in It, in accordance with the 
terms of the compact. It is utterly impossible to 
form a State north.of 36° 30’, under the compact, 
without giving to Texas this portion of what was 
once New Mexico, and equally impracticable to 
divide Texas so as to form five States of convenient 
size within her limits, as by herself defined. Itis 
not to be presnmed that the Congress of the Uni- 
ted States would so far stultify itself as to guar- 
anty to Texas the right to form a new State upon 
territory which belonged either to Mexico or the 
Government of the United States. But I go fur- 
ther, and maintain that, if this territory had ac- 
tually belonged to the United States at the time, It 
would have passed to Texas by virtue of the reso- 
lutions of annexation. The country and jurisdic- 
tion thus guarantied to Texas were a part of the 
consideration of annexation to my State. Tt was 
one of the most material inducements to the meas- 
ure, and, as such, would haye operated a transfer 
of the country. It would have passed the fee, if 
it had been in the United States at the time. And 
who can doubt that it estops the United States 
from setting up any pretence of a subsequently 
acquired claim? From what does the idea anse 


that the United- States could purchase a claim from- 
any government, and, least of all, of Mexico, and 
setit up against the-State of Texas? Whatever 
might be the condition of the question as between 
Texas and Mexico, the United States has preclu- 
ded herself from succeeding to the rights of Mexi- 
co by the resolutions of annexation, as well as by 
her whole political and governmental action on 
the subject of Mexico and Texas. > 
Again: Texas having been admitted into the 


lishes her extent by the very Janguage of the joint 
resolutions? I go further than this, and assert; 
that as the limits of a nation are one of the most 
essential elements of -its ‘existence, ne: nation 
who acknowledged the independence of Texas 
could acquire the right-of Mexico and subjugate 
Texas under sucha claim. Nor is there any dif- 
ference in principle. between a right to subjugate - 
and a right to dismember. Neither the one for - 


Union with no other limit or condition in her 
boundary than the right in the United States to set- 
tle all questions of boundary with other Govern- 
ments; and that authority being now at an end 
by the treaty with Mexico, I deny the power of 
this Goverment, under the Constitution, to exer- 
cise any jurisdiction over the subject. Congress 
has no power to unsettle the boundaries of a State. 
This has been uniformly admitted in the practice 
of the Government. In the case of Maine, the 
Government asserted that it had no right to settle 
the boundary of Maine on any other basis than 
that which she claimed, without her consent;.and 
did not adjust it without the consent of both Maine 
and Massachusetts. Even if there were any ques- 
tion of boundary between Texas and the United 
States, this Government could not Settle it by its 
own action. Itcould not be both party and judge, 
and assume, of its own authority, to adjust the 
matter without the consent of Texas. To attempt 
it, would only be an application” of force, which 
would inevitably lead to collision with the State 
and its officers, and, in all human probability, to 
violence and bloodshed. 

One of the primary and essential elements of a 
nation is its boundaries or limits. A State must 
have identity, which is impossible without defined 
limits. 

The boundary of Texas was established by her 
revolution. It was one of the trophies of San 
Jacinto. It was identical with her independence, 
and maintained by the force of arms. In the lan- 
guage of Mr. Trist, in his correspondence with 
the Mexican Government, “ the revolution of Tex- 
as obliterated the boundaries between the two 
countries.” He asserted upon this subject the 
true principle of international law and the rights 
of Texas, The position he then assumed, as the 
‘ustification of annexation and of the war, is bind- 
‘Ing upon the United States now; and she cannot 
change it without disgracing herself in the opinion 
of the civilized world. 

Mr. Trist, writing to the Mexican Commis- 
sioners at Tacubaya, September 7, 1847, says: 


« As defined and asserted by herself, the territory of Texas 
extended to.the Rio Bravo. Her. right to insist upon this 


respects, as the right of Mexico to insist upon any other Jine 
of separation ; and this right, agreeably to a principle of in- 
ternational law, too well established to admit of dispute or 
doubt, existed independently of the question as to what 
might or might not have been the true limits of Texas 
whilst constituting a part of the Mexican Republic.” 


Aggin: ; 

« Until ascertained by a compact or agreement, definitive 
or provisional, between the United States and Mexico, the 
boundary between the two republies, when considered by 
the United States with reference to the national obligation 
to protect their territory from invasion, could be none other 
than that very boundary which had been asserted by Texas 
herself.” 

One of the main grounds of the opposition of the 
opponents of the Tyler treaty was, that to admit 
Texas without defining her limits, was to admit 
her with the boundaries as claimed by herself. 
Colonel Benton, in his speech in the Senate, May 
16, 1844, asserted: 

«The Republic of 


them. A State is a corporate body—a unit—one single, 
sole, embodied thing—with a name to distinguish it, and by 
that name it acts and passes, without further description or 
definition. ‘There was no necessity for an exhibition of 
metes and houndaries. The Republie of Texas acts by its 
name, ang passes itself to usin the whole extent of all the 
limits and boundaries which it asserts to be its own.” 


In his remarks on the joint resolutions for the 
annexation of Texas, February 5, 1845, Colonel 


| Benton declared, “In fact, when once admitted as 


a State, she never can be reduced without her con- 
sent, The Constitution forbids it.” Ifit be true 
that the admission of Texas by name, without fix- 
ing any boundary, passed her into the Union with 
the boundaries claimed by herself, can it be doubted 
that this must be the result, when she is authorized 
to subdivide herself. into five States, one or more 


‘of which-is to be north of 369 30', which estab- 


the other could be effected by the United States 
by purchasing in the pretension of Mexico. Such 
an act would be inconsistent with the recognition 
of the independence of Texas by this Government, 
It is not in her power, under the law of nations, to 
purchase up the quarrel of that Government, either 
in whole or in part, and subrogate herself to the 
rights of Mexico. To admit such a pretension, 
would be to assert that one nation had a right to 
dismember another. For whatever might have 
been the right of Mexico, her claim of boundary 
| could not pass toa nation recognizing the inde- 
pendence of Texas with a boundary defined at the 
time, and inconsistent with the claim: of Mexico. 
That boundary was a part of her nationality, and 
to attack it, is to attack her sovereignty and inde- 
| pendence as a nation. So true is it that her re- 
cognition among the family of nations -was con- 
sidered a recognition of her boundaries, that Enge 
land in 1839, and in’ 1843, made a demand, that 
Texas should put several British subjects in pos- 
session of large grants of land west of the Nueces, 
and on the Rio Grande; to which the Government 
| of Texas responded, that her courts were open to 
the prosecution of suits to settle the rights of the 
claimant who had thus applied. 
This Government is estopped to deny the bound- 
ary of Texas by its assertion that Mexico had 
acknowledged the independence of ‘Texas previous 


boundary was equally good, and identically the same, in all į 


Texas is ceded to us by name: its |} 
boundaries are not specified, nor was it necessary to specify || 


| to annexation. Mr. Polk, in his annual message 
j of December, 1845, asserts: 

« Whilst the question of annexation was pending before 
the people of Texas, during the past sumuner, the Govern- 
ment of Mexico, by a formal act, agreed to recognize the 
independence of Texas, on condition that she would nog 
annex herself to any other Power. The agreement to ac- 
kuowledge the independence of Texas, whether with or 
without this condition, ig conelusive against Mexico. The 
| independence of Texas is a fact conceded by Mexico her- 
self; and she had no right or authority to prescribe restric- 
| tions as to the form of government which Texas might after- 
wards choose to adopt.” 

If it be true that this is to be held as an acknowl- 
| edgment of the independence of Texas by Mex- 
| ico, inasmuch as no limits were defined, it rust be 
| admitted an acknowledgment of the nationality of 
Texas with the boundaries as by herself defined. 
| Nothing else was Texas in the sense of the revolu- 

tion of 1836. ` ont st ke 

The position of Mr. Polk, that the condition 
imposed by Mexico was of no validity, is certainly 
correct. it is not in the power of ohe nation to 
regulate the internal government of another, and 
say what shail or shall not be its forms. There is 
no better established principle of international law 
than this. The condition was void becauscillegal, 
and contrary to the law of nations. lt would be 
inconsistent with the sovereignty of a-nation ‘to 
prohibit it from adopting any particular form of 
government which her people might afterwards 
choose to adopt. No such stipulation would be 
binding, because it is not in the power of the peo- 
ple of this day to impose upon a country forms and 
principles of government which are to be unaltera- 
ble throughout alltime. Vattel says: 

«Jt isa manifest consequence of the liberty and independ- 
' ence of nations that all have a right to be governed as they 
think proper, and that nonce have the least authority to inter- 
fere in the government of another State.” 

The United States took possession of the whole 
country in the nameof Texas. It asserted the 
Texas title on all occasions. Pending the nego- 
tiation for annexation on the 15th June, 1845, pre- 
vious to the meeting of the Texas:convention, 
| which acceded to the proposition of annexation, 
ithe Secretary of War, by the directions of the 
| President, instructed Gen. Taylor, in, anticipation 
of an invasion of Texas by Mexico, to defend the 
territory of Texas as far as-the Rio Grande. He 
: says: E ee 
l oa The point of your ultimate destination is the western 
| frontiers of Texas, where you will select and occupy, on or 
| near the Rio Grande, such a site as will conagst with the 
i health of the troops, and will be best adapted to repel inva- 
li sion, and protect what, in the event of annezation, will he 
our western border.’? 

-On-the 30th of July, after the resolutions of an- 
| pexation had been accepted by the Texas conven- 
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tion, General Taylor was again instructed by the 
Sccretary of War: : 
` ec Etis expected that, in selecting the establishment for 
yourtroops, you will. approach ‘as near the boundary line, 
the Rio Grande, as prudence will dictate.” ý 

In the whole action of the Executive no distinc- 
tion was made between the upper and lower Rio 

Grande. It was all admitted to be the territory of 
Texas... Indeed the advance of our troops to the 
Rio Grande was in consequence of the advice of 
Gen. Taylor, in his letter of. the 4th of October, 
1845, that, . ; 

. “Tf our Government, in settling the question of boundary, 
makes the line of the Rio Grande our ultimatum, I cannot 
doubt but the settlement will be greatly facilitated and bast- 
ened by our taking possession at-once of one or two suitable 
points on or quite near that river.” 


It-was thus to assert the line of the Rio Grande 
from its mouth to its source, that our troops took 
position on its banks opposite Matamoros. 

By the annual message of 1846, by the response 
ofthe President to the Executive of Texas calling 
for an explanation of the possession of the United 
States troops in Santa Fé, as well as by the special 
message on that subject communicated to this 
House on the 24th of July, 1848, the right of Texas 
to New Mexico is clearly admitted and asserted. 
In the latter message, called out by a resolution of 
this House, asking for information upon this very 
subject of boundary, the President says $: 

“Tn answer to a letter from the Governor of Texas, dated 
on the fourth of January, 1847, the Secretary of State, by my 
direction, informed him in-a Jetter of the 12th of February, 
1847, that in the Presidsnt’s annual message of December, 
1846, You have already perceived that New Mexico is at 
present in the temporary occupation of the troops of the 
United States, and the government over it is military in its 
character. Itis merely such a government as must exist 
under the laws of nations and of war, to preserve order and 
protect the rights of the inhabitants, and will cease on the 
conclusion ofa treaty of peace with Mexico. Nothing, 
therefore, can be more certain than that this temporary gov- 
ernment, resulting from necessity, can never injuriously af- 
fect the right whieh the President beheves to be justly as- 
serted by Texas to the whole territory on this side of the 
Rio Grande, whenever the Mexican claim to it shall have 
been extinguished by weaty” 

Thus was New Mexico taken possession of by 
our army in the name of Texas. The right was 
not only admitted in the Annual Message of 1846, 
but on the demand of the Executive of Texas, it 
was admitted by the President in February, 1847. 
Now; whatever may be the opinion asto the pow- 
era of the Executive on questions of boundary, 
there can be no doubt that, as Commander-in-chief 
of the Army, it is his constitutional prerogative, 
in absence of legislative provision, to declare the 
intention of the Government in taking possession 
of a country in the time of war, and that the in- 
tention so declared must be admitted to be binding 
upon all other departments as wellas on the coun- 
try. This possession, thus solemnly admitted to 
be in subordination to the title of Texas, cannot 
now be changed into an adverse claim without a 
violation of every pyinciple of law and national 
faith. But, as l have already shown, the assertion 
of the rights of Texas does not rest upon the acts 
of the Executive alone. It has the solemn sanc- 
tion of the Congress of the United States, who 
declared that war existed between the two coun- 
tries by the act of Mexico, the meaning of which 
was, that the Government, in taking possession of 
the Rio Grande in the name of Texas, was within 
the territory of that State, and that Mexico had 
invaded the United States by crossing that river in 
hostile array. , 

No portion of the Rio Grande can now be taken 
from Texas without changing the character of the 
late war with Mexico into one of invasion and 
conquest. To assert that this territory was ac- 
quired by the treaty, would be to degrade the 
country at home and disgrace it abroad, by falsi- 
fying every ground of justification of the war with 
Mexico. It would be admitting, in terms, that 
General Taylor invaded Mexico when he took 
possession of the Rio Grande. 

1. I maintain that the right of Texas to the 
boundary of the Rio Grande, from its mouth to its 
source, and to the forty-second degree of north 
latitude, was a good legal title previous to her ad- 
mission into the Union. Her right rests not merely 
upon the force of revolution, and the extent to 
which she actually reduced the country to posses- 
sion, but upon treaty stipulations and the acknowl- 
edgments of Mexico. New Mexico, as well as the 
lower Rio Grande, was admitted to be within the 
limits of Texas by the treaty between her and the 
Republic of Mexico, entered into 1836. 


Lassert the authority of that treaty; itis as binding 
in law and justice as our present treaty of Hidalgo. 
It is supported by as many legal sanctions, and as 
broad an equity. I regard it as perfectly demon- 
strable, not only that Santa Anna had full power to 
make the treaty, but that it was not affected by the 
fact that-he was a prisoner of war at the time. 

In 1836, Santa Anna was absolute in Mexico. 
By the plan of Zavaleta, so called, promulged 22d 
December, 1832, the Federal Government of Mex- 
ico was entirely overthrown, and a military despot- 
ism erected on iis ruins by the military chieftains 
of the time. This plan received the sanction of 
the Mexican Congress, on the 27th of May, 1833; 
and on the following day Santa Anna was recog- 
nized for Supreme Chief of the nation, (Supremo 
Gefe de la Nacion.) Decrees, 214-17. From time to 
time Santa Anna was, by a decree of the Congress 
given the personal command of the army in the 
field, in addition to his other functions. This was 
done formally as late as the 9th of April, 1835. On 


the 28th of April, 1835, the Congress decreed : 
“ The acts of the President, Gen. Antonio Lopez 
Santa Anna, in the previous year—whose object 
was the reéstablishment of order in the Republic— 
are declared valid.” Thus were all his arbitrary 
acts formally sanctioned by the legislative power. 

On the 30th of June, 1835, the Secretary of War, 
by the instructions of the President ad interim, 
referring to this decree, gave directions ‘that the 
well-meriting General, President Antonio Lopez 
de Santa Anna, continue in the character of Gen- 
eral-in-chief, that he may be able to dictate for 
himself the military measures most urgent in any 
possible case, however remote, where any revolu- 
tion may appear. To this end 1 communicate it 
to you, that you may communicate directly with 
his Excellency Santa Anna, and that you may 
obey his orders in the grand and extraordinary 
cases that may occur, without prejudice in doing 
it to the Supreme Government.” Decrees, p. 238. 

Thus was the usurpation of Santa Anna ratified 
by the Congress of Mexico; and that body, by its 
own decrees, supported by the military power of 
the Dictator, overthrew not only the Constitution, 
but reduced the States to mere Departments, strip- 
ping them of every vestige of sovereignty. 

On the 2d of May, 1835, that Congress decreed: 
“In the present General Congress remain, by the 
will of the nation, all the faculties eXtra-constitu- 
tional necessary to make, in the Constitution of 
the year 1824, us many alterations as it shall think 
convenient for the good of said nation, without the 
troubles and delays which it prescribes.” De- 
crees, p. T51. 

In pursuance of the power thus claimed, both 
branches of Congress were united in one assem- 
bly by a decree bearing date the 9th of Septem- 
ber, 1835; and having actually convened on the 
20th, asserted all legislative power. Decrees, p. 
477. 

On the 22d of October, 1835, the Congress pro- 
ceeded to destroy the Confederation and red¥ce the 
States to Departments, by. decreeing that “the 
national territory shall be divided into Departments 
upon the basis of population, locality, and other 
fitting circumstances, the number, extension, and 
subdivisions to be regulated by a constitutional 
law.” Decrees, p. 559. 

This measure was still further regulated by the 
decree of December, 1836, which declared that each 
State should constitute one Department. This | 
radical revolution, changing the whole character of } 
the government, was rendered successful by the 
force of arms throughout all Mexico, except in | 
Texas alone, where it was arrested by the indom- 
itable courage of a handful of men born to free- 
dom in the land of Washington, and not to Bè en- 
slaved in another. 


Beyond the limits of Texas, therefore, Santa 
Anna was in possession of power not only de faclo, 
but de jure. It would be enough for my purpose 
to prove that he represented a government de facto, 
for the law of nations does not authorize one gov- | 
ernment to look into the internal regulations of | 
another, to determine whether the government is | 
a usurpation or not. Chancellor Kent says: 

“ A treaty of peace is valid and binding on the nation, if 
made with the present ruling power of the nation, or the |! 
government de fucto. Other nations have no right to inter- 
fere with the domestic affairs of any particular nation, or to 


examine and judge of the title of the party in possession of 
the supreme authority—they are to look only lo the fact of 


It must be admitted that the powers of Santa 
Afina were ample to conclude the treaty, unless 
they were affected by his condition as a-prisoner 
of war at the time of its execution. When the 
Congress of ‘Mexico subsequently annulled, the ° 
treaty, that body did not deny his power, but 
based the nullity entirely on the ground that he 
was a prisoner of war at the time of its execution. 
That this was a shameful violation of national 
faith and cannot obtain, is evident from the fact 
that the decree of the 30th of June conferred on 
Santa Anna absolute powers as commander of the 
army, for the declared purpose of enabling him 
to suppress the revolutions in the States. Under 
the law, it was a function delegated to him as 
commander in chief of the army, for at that time 
he clothed his authority with the appearance of a 
legality by procuring the formal sanction of Con- 
gress. The treaty was signed not only by Santa 
Anna, but by his generals, who were not prisoners 
of war, but at the head of their respective divisions. 
i It was executed by Filisola, the next in command 
to Santa Anna, and upon whom, according to the . 
laws of Mexico, as well as universal military 
usage, the military functions of the command dg- 
volved, the chief being a prisoner or dead. His 


; authority as commander was also expressly recog- 


nized by the Government at home after the cap- 
ture of Santa Anna. He succeeded to this express 
military function of Santa Anna of pacifying, con- 
quering, or treating with the revolted Province of 
Texas. And his signature and that of the other 
officers gave force and validity to the treaty. It 
would have been valid without the concurrence of 
Santa Anna, whose authority was in no wise-ne- 


| cessary to render it binding upon the Republic of 
| Mexico. 


Vattel, and all those writers who assert that the 
treaty of a captive prince is not binding, further 


| lays down the rule, that it is obligatory on the na~ 


tion, if “ratified by its representatives, or the 
depositaries of the public authority, during the 


| captivity of the prince; or lastly, by himself after 


his release.”’—-(V., p. 497.) 

During the captivity of Santa Anna, Filisola ” 
was the representative of the Mexican Republic 
in this business, and the depositary of all the mili- 
tary power of the chief, among which was that 
of negotiating with the Province of Texas. The 
principle of duress, therefore, has no application 
to the treaty of 1836. The officer whose sanction 
gave it force was not a party to that duress, nor 
| were his acts in any manner affected by it. 

Again: Filisola acted in this treaty by the ap- 
pointment and request of Santa Anna, to whom 
the Mexican Congress had given full power to 
delegate his authority; for by an article in the de- 
cree of April 14th, 1836, it was declared: ‘* The 
President General-in-chief of the army shall be. 
able to delegate the powers that belong to chiefs of 
divisions, if he finds it convenient. ’’—-(Decrees, p. 
| 333.) He had, therefore, power to negotiate the 
treaty, not only under the law as the next in com- 
| mand, but by virtue of the appointment of Santa 
Anna authorized by the act. of the Mexican 
Congress. If the treaty had no other founda- 
tion than this, its validity could not be suceessfully 
contested in any impartial tribunal disposed to be 
governed by the principles of law and justice. As 
| the chief of division, next in command and 

named by Santa Anna, his power was ample. 

Again: Mexico acted upon the treaty, received 
all its benefits—the liberation of the troops, the 
arms, ammunition, and military property of the 
army. It was not in her power to annul the treaty 
subsequently, without committing an act of bad 
faith, condemned by all the writers on national 
law. She could refuse ratification only by restor- 
ing Texas to the same condition as previous to the 
| treaty—by returning, if not the prisoners of war, 
at least the military property which Mexico 
secured and carried away by virtue of the treaty. 

There is no principle of international law more 
fully scttied than that a government cannot take 
the benefits of a treaty and then refuse to be bound 
by its stipulations. ` 

lt has been contended with much force that the 
present treaty with Mexico recognizes the claim of 
Texas to New Mexico in the map which is made 
a part of the treaty. ‘Fhe 5th article declares: 

“The southern and western limits of New Mexico, men- 


tioned in this article, are those Jaid down in the map enti- 
tled ‘ Map of the United Merican States, as organized and 


possession”? 1 Kent, 167; citing Vattel, b. 4, c. 2, see. 14, 


defined by various acts of the Congress of said Republic, and 
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constructed aceording ti si iti i iti 
Published at New York, ioe, ti pias reaa 
a copy is added to this: treaty, bearing the. signatutes and | 
seals of the undersigned plenipotentiaries.”” 

‘This map shows that the country east of the 
Rio Grande was not in New Mexico, but in Texas, 
at the date of the treaty. It is declared to be con- 
structed according to the acts of the Mexican Con- 
gress ‘‘and the best authorities.” This ‘revised 
edition of the map being sealed and made a part of 
treaty, is binding as well in its subdivisions as. in 
the special line mentioned. It is declared an au- 
thentic map by the treaty. It is fair to presume 
that the Mexican Government intended to redeem 
its faith pledged in the treaty by Santa Anna in 
1836, and to close all controversy as well with 
Texas as the United States.. This conclusion is 
strengthened by the address of the Mexican Com- 
missioners, who signed the treaty, to their country- 
men, who declare that, for twelve years, public 
events had tended to fix the Rio Grande as the 
boundary between Texas and Mexico, and that it 
had become impossible to change it. It is also 
well known that, for a series of years, Mexico, by 
many acts, treated the Rio Grande as the boundary 
between the two countries. And surely, when 
the whole Migtory of the subject is considered, the 
United States mast be held bound by the delinea- | 
tions of a map which, by solemn treaty, they de- 
clare authentic. The map shows conclusively that | 
Mexico never attempted to convey any territory 
east of the Rio Grande, for it places New Mexico 
entirely on the west side of that river. It shows 
what was formerly comprised within New Mexico, 
under the Mexican organization, to be entirely in 
the State of Texas, as delineated by the map. It 
proves that Mexico did not assume to convey any- 
thing east of the RioGrande as’a portion of New 
Mexico. 

Mr. HOWARD having concluded— 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, obtained the floor, 
and gave wa 

Mr. Mc 
committee rise. 

The motion being agreed to, 

The committee rose and reported progress. 

Mr. McCLERNAND rose and inquired if it 
would be in order to take from the table the mes- 
sage of the President, in reference to California, 
received yesterday, with a view to have it printed, 
and referred to the Committee on Territories? If 
so, he would make that motion. 

The SPEAKER said the message could be taken 
up by unanimous censent. If no objection was 
made, it would be brought before the House. 

Mr. SEDDON inquired if the question was open | 
to debate. | 
The SPEAKER, said: If the House, by unan- 
jmous consent, took up the message, in order to 
make the disposition of it proposed by the gen- 
tleman from Illinois, [Mr. McCurrrnanp,] it would 
not be debatable. if it were reached in the regu- 

jar order of business, it would be debatable. 

Mr. SEDDON objected, then, to its being taken 
up now. 

“And, on motion of Mr. VAN DYKE, 

The House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &e. 


The following petitions and memorials were 
presented under the rule, and referred: 

By Mr. DUNHAM: The petition of Major Henry P. Thorn- 
ton and others, soldiers who served during the last war with 
Great Britain, praying the passage of an act granting them 
Tand and equalizing them with the soldiers of the Revolu- | 
tion and the Mexican war. 

By Mr. RALLOWAY: 
Peasley, for a pension, Re 
Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. UNDERHILL : The 


The petition of Marinus M. 
Referred to the Committee on 


Resolntions of the City Coun- 
cil of New York upon the subject of a branch mintin that 
city. Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. MANN, of Pennsylvania: ‘The petition of Oba- 
diah Suiwell, John R. Snider, and 46 others, citizens of 
Bedford county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress to abolish 
the office of chaplain and refrain from al} legisiation on re- 
ligious subjects. Referred to the Committee on the Ju- 


diciary: 


‘Also, the petition of D. R. Marchand, James Shields, and 
30 others, citizens of Westmorland county, Pennsylvania, 
praying for the enactment of a law for the benefit of the 
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y to 
CLERNAND, who moved that the | 


surviving officers and soldiers of the Jate war with Great | 
Britain. Referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions. 

By Mr. MATTESON: The petition of Peter Bellinger, of 
Oneida county, New York, for relief. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 

Also, the petition of J. S. Thomas and 13 others, citizens 
of Whitestown, New York, for reduction of postage. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the petition of Benjamin F. Brooks in behalf of 
himself and heirs of Horner Hooker, deceased, for relief 
for French spoliations prior to 1801. Referred 10 the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Also, the petition of the Oneida Indians for relief. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Also, the petition of Joseph Merchant, a revolutionary | 
pensioner, for an inerease of pension. Referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. WHITTLESEY : T'he-petition of J. L. Myers, 
and others, praying for the establishment of a post route 
from McConnetisville to Belpre, Ohio. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Past Roads. 

Also, the petition of Wm. Kirkpatrick and others, pray- 
ing for the establishment of a post route from Zanesville to 
Woodsfield, Ohio. Referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the petition of Emil 
Stone, praying for a persion. 
on Invalid Pensions, 

By Mr. PHELPS: The petition of Morton Davis, of Jack- 
sou county, Missouri, an invalid pensioner, praying that his 
pension may commence from the time he received the in- 
jury. Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of Nicholas R. Smith, and R. J. McEl- 
hany, sureties of Samuet H. Bunch, late Osage sub-agent, 
fot relief, Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Also, the petition of J. L. Power, and others, citizens of 
Ozark county, Missouri, praying for a post route from 
Rockbridge to Houston. Referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the petition of Samuel Green, and eighty-nine oth- 
ers, citizens of Greene county, Missouri, praying for a Post 
route from Springfield to Lebanon, the county seat of La- 
clede county. Referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. > 

By Mr. McLANE: The memorials of Mary S. H. Rogers 
and Henrietta Hoffman, praying indemnity for French spo- 
liations prior to 1800, : 

Also, the memorial 
valid pension. 

By Mr. PUTNAM: The petition of Aaron Van Cleve and 
33 others, inhabitants of the county of Genesee, New York, | 
praying that postage on letters not exceeding one half ounce 
in weight be reduced to the uniform rate of two cents. 

By Mr. FREEDLEY: The petition of 52 citizens of j 
Delaware county, Pennsylvania, deploring the manifold 
evils of war, and believing it possible to supersede, in most 
cases, its alleged necessity by the timely adoption of wise 
and feasible substitutes, requesting Congress to take such ac- 
tion as they may deem best in favor of stipulated arbitration, 
or a Congress of nations, for the accomplishment of this end. 

By Mr. WILMOT: The petition of the heirs of Cuptain 
Bartlett Hinds, for commutation. Referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Claims. 

By Mr. PHOENIX: The memorial of the Common Coun- 
cil-of the city of New York, in favor of establishing a Mint 
in said city. 

By Mr. CONGER: The petition of 40 citizens of Auburn, 
New York, asking Congress to establish uniform rates of 
postage on prepaid letters, at two cents per half-ounce. 

By Mr. HOWE: The petition of R. P. Hitlands and 55 
others, citizens of Clarion county, Pennsylvania, asking for 
a modification of the tariff of 1846, and an increase of du- 
ties upon certain articles. Referred to the Committee of 


Ways and Means. 


y Stone, widow of Dr. Benjamin 
Referred to the Committee 


of William Heiman, praying for an in- 


IN SENATE. 
Turspay, January 22, 1850. 

Mr. SEWARD presented the proceedings of 
the Corporation of the city of New York, in favor | 
of the establishment of a branch mint at that place; 
which were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. HUNTER presented the memorial of the 
executors of John Mason, asking compensation 
for certain cannon manufactured for the naval | 
service; which was. referred to the Committee of 


‘igation of Fox Isl 


New SERIES... 
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spoliations prior to 1800; which was referred to 
the select. committee. ‘ 

Mr. WEBSTER presented the petition of Sarah 
Nicholls, widow of a revolutionary soldier, asking 
to be allowed a pension; which was referred ‘to 
the Committee on Pensions. me 

Also, a memorial from members of the bar in 
the State of Massachusetts, asking that the salary 
of the judge of the district court of the United - 
States for the district of Massachusetts may be 
increased. The memorial was referred to the 


Treasury notes for the 
last war with 
to the Committce of Claims. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the memorial of the 
heirsof Jos. Moosley, asking indemnity for French 
spoliations prior to 1800; which was referred to 
the select committee, 

Also, a memorial from citizens of North Haven 
and Vinal, Haven, in the State of Maine, asking 
an appropriation for the improvement of the nav- 
and thoroughfare, in that State; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. : 

Mr. STURGEON presented resolutions of the 
Legislature of Pennsylvania, in favor of the con- 
struction of a railroad from Lake Michigan to the 
Pacific, on the plan of Asa Whitney; which were 
ordered to lie on the table. . 

Mr. YULEE presented the petition of Joshua > 
Follansbee and B. F. Isherwood, chief engineers 
in the navy, representing that they have been de- 
prived of their promotion and pay in consequence | 
of absence on foreign duty at the time they were 
entitled to examination, and asking for the passage 
of an act for their relief; which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. | | j 

Mr. COOPER presented. the petition of mer- 
chants and other citizens of Pennsylvania, asking 
the construction of ice harbors in the Delaware; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Delaware county, 
Pennsylvania, asking the ad option of measures for 
the amicable adjustment of international dificul- . 
ties; which was referred to the Committee on For- 
eign Relations. ne 

Mr. BRADBURY presented the memorial of 
the officers and seamen of the United States rove- 
nue cutter service on the Boston station, praying 
that the provisions.of the naval pension laws might 
be extended to the revenue cutter service; on pre- 
senting which he made a brief explanation as fol- 
lows: 

The memorialists state that their employment in 
the revenue service is of a character which exposes 
them to more hazards and casualties than any other 
class of persons in the service of the United States; 
that they are not only subjected to like duties.as 


Claims. 

Mr. FELCH presented the petition of Sidney 
S, Alcott, asking permission to correct an error 
in the entry of a quarter section of land; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. | 

Mr. UNDERWOOD presented the petition of |; 
N. Lane, late a pension agent at Louisville, asking 
to be allowed a credit in the settlement of his ac- | 
counts; which was referred to the Committee on | 
Pensions. 

‘Also, the petition of Samuel M. Bootes, asking 
compensation for his services as book-keeper in 
the office of the Treasurer of the United. States; 
which was referred to the Committee of Claims. 


officers of the navy, but, from being constantly on 
active duty, and always in a state of prepatation 
for it, they are invariably set in motion as an ad- 
vance force in sudden emergency And they add 
that, as “ they are at all seasons, and on all occa- 
sions not only liable to be called-into active opèra- 
tions, as naval officers’ are, but, In addition, are 
unceasingly in the performance of active and im- 
portant duties of a distinct character, there seems 
to be no good reason why they should not be enti- 
tled to the benefits of the pension laws, incommon 
with naval officers.”” oe ; 
Accompanying the memorial is a memoran ve 
signed.by Captain. Sturgis, the commander of the 


Mr. SMITH presented the petition of Lemuel 
Vinal and others, asking indemnity for French 


Hamilton, an officer of distinction, stating the ves- 
sels relieved by the Hamilton, numbering one 
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hundred and thirty, to many of which most valu- 
able assistance was rendered. He also adds that 
he had saved the lives of eleven persons while on 
that station, and that the: Hamilton had boarded 
and spoken’ 1,505 vessels. ' 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion by Mr. HUNTER, 
» Ordered, That the petition of Alexander G; P. Garnett, on 
the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee of 
Claims. f 

On wotion by Mr. SEWARD, ; 

Ordered, That the report.of the Secretary of the Interior, 
communicating papers relating to John A. Rogers, asking 
for a pension, be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. DICKINSON, 
. Ordered, That the petition of Daniel G. Garnsey, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Mili- 
` tary Affairs. 
On motion by Mr. KING, 


, Ordered, That the doenments on the files of the Senate, 
relating to the claim of Thomas Rhodes, be referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. DICKINSON, from the Committee on 
Finance, to which was referred the bill to establish 
a branch of the mint of the United States in the 
city.of New-York, together with all the memo- 
rials relating to the subject, reported the hill with- 
out amendment, and recommended its passage. 


Mr. GREENE, from the Committee on Mili- | 


tary Affairs, asked to be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the petition of Mrs, Frances 
Fowler and Mrs. Frances P. Gardiner, and that 
they be referred to. the Committee on, Pensions; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the numerous peti- 
tions of the tegisters and receivers of the General 
Land Office, asking increase of compensation for. 
entry of military bounty land warrants, reported 
“ An act respecting the compensation of the regis- 
ters and receivers of the United States land offices 
for locating Mexican bounty land warrants.” 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the petition of Richard Chaney, reported 
a bill for the relief of the preémption elaimants of 
the lands upon which the towns of Fort Madison 
and Burlington, in lowa, are situated. 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, to which was referred the petition of 
citizens of the parish of Terrebonne, in the State 
of Louisiana, asking the confirmation of a six- 
teenth section of land sold by the register at New 
Orleans, reported a bill to confirm the sale of 
school lands made to J. B. Gregoire and P. Gre- 
goire, in Louisiana, accompanied by a report; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BALDWIN, from the Committee of 
Claims, to which was referred the documents rela- 
ting to the petition of thé American Colonization 
Society, asking remuneration for the support of 
Africans captured by the United States ship York- 
town and landed in Liberia, reported the same 
without amendment, accompanied by a report; 


which, with the accompanying documents, were | 


ordered to be printed. 
Mr. NORRIS, from the Committee of Claims, 
to which was referred the bill for the relief of 


Theodore Offutt and accompanying documents re- | 
lating to the same, reported it back without amend- | 


ment, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. SMITH, from the Committee of Claims, 
to which was referred the bill to grant a certain 
quantity of Jand to the State of Iowa, for the pur- 
pose of aiding said State to construct a railroad 
from Dubuque to Keokuk, reported the same back 
with amendments. 


After an explanation from Mr. SMITH, the bill | 


and amendments were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MASON, from the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, to which was referred the 
memorial of the Trustees of the Georgetown 
Methodist Episcopal Church, reported a bill to 
enable the Trustees of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, in the District of Columbia, to hold cer- 
tain property for the purposes therein named. 

The bill was then read a third time, by unani- 
mous consent, and passed. 


BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 


Mr. MASON, in pursuance of notice, asked and | 


ji upon convietion thereof, shall be fined in the sum of one 


obtained leave to introduce a bill to change the 
time for holding the district courta of the United 
States in the western district of Virginia, and for 


other purposes; which was read a first and second 
time by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. : 

Mr. YULEE, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill to promote the 
efficiency of the naval establishment by providing 
a retired list for disabled officers; which was read 
a first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, in pursuance of notice, 


the improvement of the Des Moines and Rock 
River Rapids, in the Mississippi river; which was 
read a first and second time by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 


|i NOTICES OF BILLS. 
Mr. HUNTER gave notice that he would to- 


morrow, or some subsequent day, ask leave to in- 
troduce a bill to establish a board of accounts. - 
Mr. FELCH gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introdtice a bill to provide for the survey 
of the public land in California and New Mexico, 
and for the settlement of the titles an claims to 
land, and the granting of donation rights therein. 


RESOLUTIONS. : 
i Mr. WEBSTER submitted the following reso- 

lution: 7 

Resolved, That provision ought to he made by law that 
every male citizen of the United States, and every male 
person who has declared his intention of becoming a citizen 
according to the provisions of law, of twenty-one years of 
age or upwards, shall be entitled to enter upon and take any 
on’-quarter section of the public jands which may be open to 
entry at private sale, for the purposes of residence and cul- 
tivation; and that when such citizen shall have resided on 
the same land for three years, and cultivated the same, or if 
dying in the mean time, the residence and cultivation shall 
be held and carried on by his widow or his heirs, or devi- 
sees, for the space of full three years from and after making 
entry of such land, such residence and cultivation for the 
said three years to be completed within four years from the 
tine of such entry, then a patent to issue for the same to 
the person making entry, if living, or otherwise to his heirs 
or devisees, as the case may reqnire: Provided, neverthe- 
less, that such person so entering and taking the quarter sec- 
| tion as aforesaid shall not have, nor shall his devisee or heirs 
have, any power to alienate such land nor ereate any title 
thereto in law or equity, by deed, transfer, lease, or any 
other conveyance except by devise by will. 


Mr. RUSK moved thaf the resolution be printed. 
The resolution lies over under the rule, and the 
motion to print was laid over also. : 


THE ROUND ISLAND EXPEDITION. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, submitted the fol- 


lowing resolution: 

Resolved, ‘That the President of the United States be re- 
quested, as far as compatible with the public interest, to com- 
municate to the Senate copies of the instructions given and 
orders issued in relation to the assemblage Of persons on 
Round fsland, east of Mississippi, during the summer of 
1849, and the correspondence between the President or 
Heads of Departments and the Governor of Mississippi and 
the officers, naval or military, of the United States in refer- 
ence to the observation, investment, and dispersion of said 
assemblage upon said island. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution lies 
on the table one day under the rule. 

Mr. FOOTE. I hope that such a resolution as 
that submitted by my colleague may, under all the 
|| circumstances, be taken up and considered at the 
present time. It is merely a resolation of inquiry. 

There being no objection made, the resolution 
was taken up and adopted. 


PORT OF DELIVERY AT PADUCAH. 
On motion of Mr. UNDERWOOD, 


to inquire into the expediency of establishing a port of deliv- 
ery at the town of Paducah, in the State of Kentucky. 


The resolution was agreed to. 
RECOVERY OF FUGITIVE SLAVES. 


Mr. MASON. A bill which was reported by 
the Committee on the Judiciary a few days since, 
to provide for the more effectual execution of the 


article of the Constitution of the United States, 

was made the order of the day for to-morrow. It 

is my design, when the bill is taken up, to offer 

two amendments which I hold in my hand. lask 

leave now to lay them on the table, and to move 
that they be printed. 

lL The amendments are as follow: 


At the end of the Sth section add: “And any person or 
persons offending against the provisions of this section, to 
| be moreover deemed guilty of a misdemeanor in obstruct- 
ing the due execution of the laws of the United States, and, 


! thousand dollars, one-half whereof shail be to the use of the 
informer, and shall also be imprisoned for the term of twelve 


months.”? $ 


asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill for | 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce he instrueted f 


third clause of the second section of the fourth [| 


- At the end of section 6th add: “And.in no trial or hearing 
under this act shall the testimony of such fugitive be admit- 


ted in evidenee,”’ 

The motion to lay on the table was agreed to, 
and the question of printing was referred to the 
Committee om Printing. i 


TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENTS. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the special order, being the resolution offered by 
Mr. Foors, as follows: ; 

“ Resolved, That itis the duty of Congress at this sessions 
to establish suitable Ferritorial Cavernmenss for California, 
for Deseret, and for New Mexico.” : 

Mr. CASS resumed his speech, which was un- 
finished at the adjournment yesterday ; at the con- 
clusion of which— 

Mr. BUTLER. H no other gentleman is dis- 
posed to address the Senate on the subject, I move 
to lay the question on the table. for the present, 
with the understanding that ‘it shal? be ‘taken up 
at any time when any gentleman is ready to dis- 
cuss it. My principal object is to proceed to the 
consideration of the bill which was made the spe- 
cial order for to-day. It is a practical. question, 
and I believe has now been yeported three times 
to the Senate. > 

Mr. FOOTE. Will the honorable gentleman 
allow me to suggest that the honorable Senator 
from Vermont [Mr. Pue.ps} was entitled to the 
floor when E made the motion to make my bill the 
special order for yesterday, to give the honorable 
Senator from Michigan an opportunity#to be heard 
upon it, and that the honorable Senator from Ver- 
mont in courtesy yielded the ffoor, with the un~ 
derstanding on my part, in accordance with which 
I am now bound to act, that, so far as I could 
control it and get my friends to act with me, I 
would vote for taking up the resolutions which 
had been laid on the table, for the purpose of giv- 
ing him an opportunity to express his views in 
regard to them. 

Mr. BUTLER. I yield the floor with great 
pleasure and great cordiality. I hope I shall he 
the last man to deny a courtesy to any Senator; 
but I will renew the motion to take up the bill to- 
morrow. ` 

Mr. FOOTE. I believe the best course to be 
taken with regard to my resolution will be to move 
to refer it to the Committee on Territories. 

Mr. SEWARD. F have an amendment which 
I wish to offer before this resolution is referred. 
The amendment is as follows: 

“ Provided, That in each and every bill for the organi- 
zation of a Territorial Government fn either of said Terri- 
tories, it shah be enacted that neither slavery nor involun~ 
tary servitude, except for crime, shall ever exist in said 
Territory.” 

Mr. FOOTE. F will move, then, to lay it on 
the table for the present. 

The resolution was accordingly laid on the 
table. 

Mr. BELL. I would suggest, as the hour is 
getting too late to enter om the discussion of the 
resolutions offered by the honorable Senator from 
Vermont, the propriety of taking up the unfint 
ished business of yesterday, relating to the dam a- 
the mouth of the Cumberland river. 

Mr. SEWARD. AsI understand the honor- 
able Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Hare} 
submitted an amendment, the same in substance 
as the one which I have proposed to offer, I will 
withdraw it . 

Mr. DAWSON. If the amendment has been 
received, I claim to have it read. 

Mr. KING. I was going to state that there 
was no amendment offered. There was a sugges- 
tion that an amendment would be offered. It 
could not at that time be received; therefore it is 
entirely within the power of the honorable Seha- 
tor from New York to withhold his amendment 
if he thinks proper and offer itat a proper time. 
Tt has not been received at all, nor can it be re- 
ceived at this time. + F will now move to proceed 
to take up the unfinished business. 

The motion was agreed to. 

CUMBERLAND DAM. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senate will 
now proceed, as in Committee of the Whole, to 
the consideration of the bill making an appropria- 
tion for the repair and improvement of the dam at 
the head of Cumberland Island, on the Ohio river. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. When the bill 
was informally passed over yesterday, I was sub- 
mitting a statement to the Senate, which was then, 
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as now, intended to be no more than a simple pre- 
sentation of the case. I would simply suggest that 
it stands upon a peculiar footing; and I think.is 
not subject to the constitutional objections which 
those who think with me upon the general ques- 
tion would apply upon the question of internal 
improvements. [ hold that the Federal Govern- 
ment, having put an obstruction in the natural 
navigation of the river, is bound to remove that 
obstruction; that having buik a dam which is bro- 
ken, and the crest of which has been swept away, 
we are bound either to repair it, or to take away 
the fragments of the dam, now in the stream. 
The question really to be considered is, how we 
shall In the shortest time, and at the least expense, 
remove the obstacle which the Federal Govern- 
ment has thrown in the way ofthe natural naviga- 
tion of the river Ohio. 

As { stated yesterday, the larger portion of the 

dam originally constructed stands entire; near the 
center of the dam the crest has been swept away; 
that requires to be increased in height. The end 
of the dam, which connects it with the Cumber- 
land Island, requires to be rebuilt. Among the 
problems of engineering, that of interposing an ar- 
tificial dam to change the natural current, is one of 
the most difficult, because its consequences are re- 
mote, deflecting the current, and frequently causing 
a bar to be formed where none existed before. 
This has been the result with the present dam. 
The shallow channel which runs down the Ken- 
tucky shore is almost entirely closed up by a bar, 
caused by the current originally deflected_by the 
dam, and then sweeping around the end of the 
dam near to Cumberland Island accumulates the 
sediment in the Kentucky channel, thus destroy- 
ing, by an obstruction in the main channel, the 
natural navigation existing before the dam was 
built, and thus rendering the channel intended to 
be improved worse than it would have been in its 
natural position. The distance from Dog Island 
to the end of the dam, which is the main part 
of the dam, is some 2,270 feet. Five hundred 
feet more will connect it with the Cumberland 
Island; then the water will be turned down 
along the Kentucky shore, and will sweep the 
channel, instead of striking the Cumberland Island 
and there accumulating by a checked current its 
sediment into bars. It would be necessary to 
deepen the channel. Itis believed by the engineer 
that the dam being finished and the crest suffi- 
se elevated, when this passage is dredged out, 
it will constantly be kept clear by the force of the 
current subsequently passing. There seems, then, 
no other expense to encounter than the repair. of 
the dam in the center, and its extension to the 
Cumberland Island. This probably can be,com- 
pleted in one season; but if, on the other hand, 
the Senate should determine to remove the obstruc- 
tion placed in the natural navigation, it will only 
be at. extreme low water that the work can be 
prosecuted; and as there is a mass of stones of 
great size, some of them two or three tons in 
weight, now lying imbedded in the sand, they will 
have to be broken before they can be removed. 
The work will thus be prolonged to two and per- 
haps three years before it can be com pleted. - 

Ít was under these circumstances that [ support- 
ed a similar bill at the last session of Congress; 
and for these considerations I advocate the passage 
of the bill now. As it has been remarked by the 
honorable Senator from Tennessee, [Mr. Berr] 
this subject presses for consideration; the lapse of 
time will increase the length of dam to be repaired, 
by the constant abrasion of the head of Cumber- 
land Island; therefore I hope it will receive the 
early action of the Senate. Believing that it is not 
to meet serious opposition, I will not enter further 
into the merits of the question. I do not believe that 
the constitutional point is involved, for the reasons 
Thave just stated. Itisa simple question of engi- 
neering; nothing can be more demonstrable than 
that it is cheaper to repair the dam than to remove 
the debris of it. . 

I hope that no further argument will be neces- 
sary: : . 

No amendment having been offered, the bill was 
then reported to the Senate, ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading, was read a third time by unan- 
imous consent, and passed. 


EXPENSE OF DEFENDING FLORIDA AGAINST 
INDIANS. 
Mr. YULEE moved to take up bill No..1, be- 


ing a bill to provide for the adjustment and pay- 
ment of expenses incurred and obligations. con- 
tracted by the State of Florida in providing for 
the safety of that State during the recent insurrec- 
tion of the Seminole Indians. 

The motion was agreed to, and the bill was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. -There 
being no amendment, it was re orted to the Senate, 
On the question of the third reading objection 
was made, and consequently it was laid over. 


TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I desire to call up the mo- 
tion to refer the memorial of the members of the 
Legislative Council of the Provisional Govern- 
ment of Deseret, asking admission into the Union 
as a Territory, to the appropriate committee. 
When the question was up before I moved to refer 
the memorial to the Committee on T'erritories, and 
the Senator from Florida suggested thatit ought to 
go to the Judiciary Committee; and the matter 
was postponed, at his request, until the chairman 
of the Judiciary Committee should come in. I 
now move that we proceed to the consideration of 
my motion. X 

Mr. BUTLER. Iam very desirous that there 
should beno conflict in the views of the committees 
on this subject. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
not yet before the Senate. The motion is to take 
the subject from the table, ‘and that the question of 
reference be now considered. 

The question on proceeding to the consideration 
of the motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, I have no feel- 


in the Territory, we send it to the Committee on 
the Judiciary; and if the formation. of Territories 
and the converting of others into States is not-thé 
subject-matter to be referred to the Committee on 
Territories, I desire to know what is to go there 
and what the committee is formed for. ` 

Now the bill proposed by the Senator from 
Mississippi, to which the Senator from South 
Carolina [ Mr. Burer] refers, provides for the cre- 
ation of the Territories of California, Deseret, and 
New Mexico, and also for the division of Texas. 
This whole subject-matter, legitimately belonging 
to the Committee on Territories, is thus, therefore, 
abstracted from that committee and sent to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. If it is the sense of 
the Senate, I am entirety willing to be relieved from 
all my duties on that committee. Fsay, I have not 
the slightest objection to it, if it is the sense of the 
Senate; but I do not understand why the commit- 
tee was formed if that is the construction to be 
given to its duties, I trust, therefore, the Senate 
will make’a test question upon the reference of this 
matter, for the purpose of settling this question, and 
E will call for the yeas and nays on the motion to 
refer to the Committee on Territories, that being 
the first made. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, if these bills 
proposed nothing more than to.organize Territorial 
Governments, | certainly should not object to their 
going to the Committee on Territories, and, as I 
am on both, I suppose I shall have to perform my 
share of the labor in regard to this matter either 
on one or the other. But the bill introduced by 
the Senator from Mississippi differs, and ina very 


ing about this matter, but the bills of the Senator 
from Missouri [Mr. Benton] and of my friend | 
from Mississippi, (Mr. Foore,] embracing essen- i] 
tially the principles that are to be discussed in re- 
lation to the Territorial Governments of Deseret, | 
California, and New Mexico, have already been 
referred to the Judiciary Committee, or I suppose 
will be, and I do not see any reason why any one 


essential particular, from such a bill, inasmuch as 
it proposes to make a new State out of one of the 
present States of this Union. It is, therefore, a 
bill involving a very delicate and important consti- 
tutional question, or at least that of the construc- 
tion of a treaty. And, as the Senator said, if a 
question of this kind, involving the construction of 
a treaty and of the Constitution of the United 


should be separated from the others; but, on the || 
contrary, believethat they should all go to the same | 
committee. This would avoid what at least would i 


States, ought not to go to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, 1 do not know to what committee it 
ought to go. It seems to be understood to be the 


be disagreeable, a conflict perhaps in the views of | 
the committees. I think there is as much reason 


that this bill should go to the Judiciary Commit. || 


tee as that the others which have been named | 
should go there; and I see no reason at all why it 
especially should be taken out of their jurisdic- | 
tion and referred to the Committee on Territories. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I desire the question as to 
the appropriate functions of the Committee on 
Territories and the Committee on the Judiciary, 
in reference to this subject, to be now settled. Ido 
not understand why the bill of the Senator from 
Mississippi, [Mr. Foore,] providing territorial gov- 
ernments for California, Deseret, and New Mexico, 
should be sent to the Committee on the Judiciary; | 
for, if itis more appropriate that that committee | 
should take charge of it than that the Committee on 
Territories should, | do not knaw what the last- | 
named committee has to do, nor why the Commit- 
tee on Territories was organized. “The commit- 
tee is created, 1 apprehend, for the purpose of 
taking charge of this territorial business, and it | 
was for this purpose that the first committee of 
that character was organized in the House. Prior 
to the creation of the Committee on Territories j 
territorial bills went to the Committee on the Ju- ij 
diciary, but after its creation all bills for the or- : 


duty of every.chairman to maintain the jurisdic- 
tion of his committee, lest the confusion arising 
from an unlimited jurisdiction in this body should 
| lead to a conflict of duties, and I have referred to 
| this matter in that light. I have no feeling on the 
subject, either one way or the other, except a de- 
| sire that tiese subjects shall all go to one and the 
same committee. As to the precedents and the 
usage in this matter, it was at the last séssion dis- 
cussed deliberately, and. with much more feeling, 
perhaps, than the occasion called for, and it was 
solemnly decided thatthe bill in relation to Cali- 
fornia—and many Senators were then extremely 
anxious to bring California into the Union before 
she scarce had an existence in any form—should 
be referred to the Judiciary Committee. The bill 
introduced by the Senator from Missouri, [Mr. 
Benron,] proposing to divide Texas and limit her 
boundaries, has been ‘referred to that committee; 
and the bill introduced by my friend from Missis- 
sippi contains a clause very similar, in its operation, 
to the same effect. Therefore, if one is to be re- 
ferred to the Judiciary Committee, so should the 
other, or the one already referred there should be 
taken from it, and the whole subject be referred to 
the Committee on Territories. oo 
Mr. KING. lask my friend from Minois 
whether his motion refers to the bill presented by 


ganization of Territories, and bills for the admis- | 
sion into the Union of new States formed out of | 
the Territories, uniformly were referred to and | 


the Senator from Mississippi? ae 
Mr. DOUGLAS. No, sir; to the memorial of 


came from the Committee on Territories. After | 
the duties of the ‘Ferritorial Committee had been 


substituted for those of the Judiciary Committee— 


after this practice had obtained in the House for | 
many years—a Territorial Committee was created 

here. The question is now, What is the object of | 
a Territorial Committee? What are its duties, 
and what subjects were intended to be referred to 
it? If a bill forming a new State out of the Ter- 
ritories, or a bill creating territorial governments 
is not to go to that committee, what, then, is there 
left to be sent to it? When there isa bill to create 
a land office for the sale of the public lands within | 
the limits of a Territory, we send it to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands; when there is a bill rela- | 
ting to the Indian affairs of the Territory; we send 
it to the Committee on Indian Affairs; when there 
is a bill relating to a United States district court 


| 
| 


i 
H 


i) enclosing their provisional constitution, 


the inhabitants of the country now called: Deseret, 
and ask- 
ing that they may be admitted into the Union as a 
! State, or that a Territorial Government shall be 
provided for them by Congress. 

Mr. KING. Mr. President, it seems to me 
that there is a great deal of propricly in what has 
been stated by the Senator from Ilinois. Tf the 
Committee on Territories 1s of any use at all, it is 
certainly to take into consideration the propriety 
| of giving to the population of a Territory a terri- 
| torial government. When à State is to be consti- 
tuted, then it is all-important that we should refer 
| the subject to the Judiciary Committee. The only 
embarrassment and difficulty in the way 38; that 
| the bill presented by the Senator from Mississippi 
contains not only a proposition for the creation of 
a State outof what is now a portion of Texas, but 
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also for some two or three territorial governments. 
If we could separate it, so that the whole matter 
referring to the Territories should go to the Terri- | 
torial Committee, then it seems to me the diffi- | 
culty would be atan end, and that there would be | 
a proper disposition of it, Ido not think it very || 
important, in any point of view, whether it goes || 
to one committee or the other, except that the 
chairman of the committee. would feel that he had 
nothing to do, I apprehend, if all these subjects 
belonging to the Committee on Territories were 


withheld from him and sent to the Committee on || 


the Judiciary. I take it for granted that. my friend 
from South Carolina, if any question of constitu- 
tional law should arise, could decide it equally as 
well on one committee as‘on the other. I shall, 
therefore, go for referring the subject relating to 
the territories to the Commtitee on Territories. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. The Senator from Alabama 
[Mr. Kiwe] does not understand the real point 
which Lhave made. I insist that the subject of 
creating a State, as well as of creating a Territorial 
Government, properly goes to the Committee on |} 


ered by Congress is, in the first instance, shall they 
be admitted. as a State? . That is the first question 
that is presented. If you refuse them admission 
as a State, then they ask you to admit them as a 
Territory, according to the view presented by the 
Senator from Alabama . Therefore, as the first 
question is for the admission of these people as a 
State, under the constitution which they have sent 
to us, the reference of this portion of it, it seems 
to. me, would be proper to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and not to the Committee on Territo- 
ries. And I'am sure, Mr. President, that the view 
which. has been presented by the Senator from 
! Alabama seemed to be that. entertained by the 
Senate after a very full discussion of the question 
in reference to the California bill. I am sure he 
| will concur with me in the view, that if this me- 
morial had been confined to an application to 
have a territorial form. of government, the view 
which he has expressed would be the correct one; 
| but they ask, in the first instance, to be admitted 
l as a State. Their first request is, therefore, proper 
for consideration by the Judiciary Committee, ac- 


Territories; that is, the consideration of the ques- 
tion whether a Territory shall be created. into a | 
State, ora State created out of a part ofa Territory. 
That was and is now the practice of the Efouse of 
Representatives, It was the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Territories there who reported the bills 
for the admiesion of Florida, Towa, and Wiscon- 
sin into‘the Union, and all bills of that character | 
have uniformly come from that committee, since | 
its duties were separated from those of the Judi- ; 
ciary Committee. Therefore, I propose now to 
have the question settled as to what are the duties 
of the Territorial Committee in this body. As to 
my friend from South Carolina, I can only say 
that he will have all the advantage he could desire, 
however the question may be settled, he being on 
both committees. 

Mr. KING. As the Senator from Illinois says, 
I did not understand the precise point he made, 
and understanding it now, I do not agree with 
him. Iam disposed to give to the Committee on 
Territories the regulation of the governments for 
the Territories; but when the period arrives that 
they are prepared to frame a Constitution and 
State Government, then I am disposed to give the 

uestion to the Judiciary Committee, as has been 
done over and overagainin this body. The question 
of ascertaining and determining whether the pro- 
posed States can come in under the regulations | 
ena by the Constitution, is one properly 


cording to the opinion of the Senate expressed al 
the Jast session, and a deliberate decision made 
after very elaborate discussion. 

Mr. KING. Iask for the reading of the memo- 
rial. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair begs 
leave to state that the memorial is not here. 

Mr. BERRIEN. The honorable Senator from 
Illinois will admit, I suppose, that the prayer of the 
memorial is as I have stated, 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Certainly, the memorial is 
as stated by the Senator from Georgia. 

Mr. KING. Iam satisfied that there must be 
a misapprehension. But if it be as the honorable 
Senator states, then it brings up the simple ques- 
tion, first, upon the proposition to establish a State 
government, and not a Territorial government. 
This being the case, I shall change the vote that 
I was about to give, and vote in favor of the refer- 
ence to the Judiciary Committee, inasmuch as it is a 
State government that is asked for and nota Terri- 
torial government, 

The question was then taken upon the motion to 
refer the resolution and memorial to the Committee 
on Territories, and it was decided in the affirmative, 
as follows: i 
| YEAS—Mossrs. Badger, Benton, Bradbnry, Bright, Chase, 

Clarke, Cooper, Davis of Massachusetts, Dickinson, Dodge 
of lowa, Dodge of Wisconsin, Douglas, Felch, Foote, 
Greene, Hamiin, Houston, Jones, Mangum, Miller, Norris, 
Rusk, Seward, Shields, Sturgeon, Underwood, Upham, 


elonging to the Judiciary Committee, and not to 
the Territorial Committee. I cannot see how we 
are to settle this question now. As the Senator 
proposes, we are willing to give the Senator and 
his committee the examination of, and jurisdiction 
over, the matter, so faras regards the territorial 

governments of the territories, as they present 
themselves asking for such governments; and 
when the other question arises, as to the admission 
ofa State, then it should go to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee. If the motion is made so as to refer the 
whole question of Stateand Territorial government | 
to the Committee on Territories, I shall vote 
against it, although I am-willing to vote to send to 
that committee this memorial, asking for a territo- 
rial government. 

Mr. DOUGLAS, It is suggested to me by my 
friend, the chairman of the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to include the other subject; thatis, the 
bill of the honorable Senator from Mississippi, 
pno make the motion for reference applicable to 

oth. 

Mr. FOOTE. T hope the Senator from Ilinois 
will not do that, for this reason: Iam prepared 
to vote for the reference of the resolution which j 
has been the subject of debate to-day, to the Com- 
mittee on Territories, but I decidedly accord with 
the Senator from Alabama, that the bill should be | 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. | 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I waive the motion that I 
have just made then, and adhere to my original 
motion. 

Mr. BERRIEN. If I understand the prayer 
of the memorial, it presents precisely the case | 
which is contemplated by the Senator from Ala- 
bama in the remarks which he has made to the 
Senate. [t asks, ultimately, that the people of | 
Deseret may be admitted, either as a State or as 
a Territory, the people having farmed a constitu- 
tion which they have transmitted to us; and the 
question which their memorial asks to be consid- į 


Wates, Walker, and Whitcomb—30. 

NAYS~Me Atehison, Berrien, Borland, Butler, Clay, 
Clemens, Corwin, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Dayton, 
Hunter, King, Mason, Morton, Pearce, Phelps, Sebastian, 
Spruance, ‘Curney, and Yulee~-20. 


So the resolution and memorial were referred to 
the Committee on Territories. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I now move that the bill in- 
| troduced by the honorable Senator from Missis- 
sippi to provide for the organization of the territo- 
i rinl gavernments of California, Deseret, and New 
Mexico, and to enable the people of Jacinto, with 
the consent of the State of Texas, to form a con- 
stitution and State government, and for the ad- 
mission of such State into the Union upon an equal 
footing with the original States in all respects 
whatever, be referred to the same committee. 

Mr. RUSK. 1 understand there is a motion 
already pending to refer that bill to the Judiciary 
Committee. : 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There is such a 
| motion pending. 

Mr.CLAY. The motion ofthe honorable Sena- 
tor from Hlinois is not now in order. Until the 
Committee on the Judiciary, to which the bill has 
been referred, is discharged from considering it, 
the Senate has not possession of it, and cannot 
refer it to another committee. ‘The first motion, 
therefore, will be to discharge the Committee on 
the Judiciary from the further consideration of 
| that bill. 

! The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 


Í state that the bill\was read twice, and a motion 


ciary, but the question was not taken upon that 
motion, it having been laid upon the.table. 

Mr. CLAY. I beg pardon. I did not know 
| that such was the state of the case. I was under 
| the impression that the bill had been referred. 
| Mr. DOUGLAS. I now interpose the motion 


| to refer the bill to the Committee on Territories, 


was made to refer it to the Committee on the Judi- | 


Mr. RUSK. The first question is upon its 
reference to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

- Mr. BERRIEN. Do Lunderstand the Chair to 
say that the motion to refer the bill was not laid 
upon the table? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The recollection of 
the Chair is, that. the motion was laid on the 
table. f : 

Mr. BERRIEN. The question then will -be 
upon taking up and considering the motion to refer 
the bill to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The question was then put, and the motion was 
taken up for consideration. 

Mr. FOOTE. I beg leave to repeat what I have 
said already, that, for the reasons assigned this 
morning in our hearing by the honorable Senator 
from Ilinois, I did think, and still think, that all 
matters strictly territorial ought to be referred to 
that committee; in justice to that gentleman, in 
justice to the committee of which he is the chair- 
man, and in justice to this body, that is the refer- 
ence that should be given to it. 

But this bill embraces, as I have already stated, 
a proposition to create a new State; for that reason 
I am of the opinion that it should be referred to the 
Judiciary Committee, as well as for the reasons 
which have been assigned by the honorable Sena- 
tors from South Carolina and from Georgia. 

The resolution that I had the honor of intro- 
ducing will embrace the whole subject, with the 
exception of establishing a State government. I 
shall certainly not vote for the reference of this bill 
also to the Committee on Territories. But why 
there should be all this rivalry between the com- 
mittees, | am at a loss to- understand. I cannot 
understand why there should be any such rivalry. 
I have not intended to be instrumental in the intro- 
duction of any such feeling in regard to this ques- 
tion, nor will i. Į have voted on all occasions 
upon this subject with a desire to harmonize, and 
Lam willing, for one, to unite in insisting upon a 
faithful and laborious discharge, if necessary, of 
the duties belonging to each one of the committees, 
I cannot understand how it is that there should be 
any discourtesy towards any particular committee 
or section of the Union in regard to this matter. 
Iam anxious to have a full report from both com- 
mittees, and 1 must say that I am, above all things, 
solicitous for light upon contested questions. I 
never dread the truth, whether my mind has yet 
embraced it or not. I never dread error, if truth is 
left free to combat it, 

Mr. RUSK. The bill which is now moved to 
be referred contains various questions which would 
make it proper, if separated, to go to the Territo- 
rial Committee, or to the Judiciary Committee; 
but, as they cannot be separated, it must go to one 
or the other of the committees. It seems to me 
perfectly competent to refer it to either; it is mere- 
ly a matter of diserction. 

Mr. FOOTE. Will the honorable Senator al- 
low me to interrupt him, in order to state to the 
Senate the difference between the two bills. The 
proposition contained in this bill is an affirmative 
proposition to establish a State, and an affirmative 
proposition to establish a Territorial government. 
The other proposition is in an alternative form, 
to establish a State or a Territorial government, 
one or the other. The distinction seems a very 
clear one to my mind. - 

Mr. RUSK. Itis a matter of no consequence to 
which committee the’ bill is referred. There is | 
enough, however, of each proposition in it to ren- 
der its reference to either committee proper; but, 
as far as this bill isconcerned, it seems to me there 
is no doubt that the major proposition is to estab- 
lish a State. In the next place, the bill involves 
an important question with relation to the bound- 
ary of a State; and, in addition to this, the reason 
why I shall vote for the reference to the Judiciary 
Committee is, that the bill introduced by the hon- 
orable Senator from Missouri, containing some 
provisions of a similar character, has gone to the 
Committee on the Judiciary; and, inasmuch as 
one at least of the questions involved in this bill 
has already gone to the Judiciary Committee, it 
seems to me that there would be great propriety 
in sending this one also to the same committee, to 
avoid having two, perhaps different, reports from 
two different committees on the same subject-mat- 
ter. Under the circumstances, I shall vote for its 
reference to the Judiciary Committee. ; 

Mr. COOPER. Would it be in order toamend 
motion, 
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h VICE PRESIDENT. It would bo in 

order. 

Mr. COOPER. Then I move to amend the 
motion by referring so much of the bill as relates 
to the erection of a State to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and the remainder of the bill to the 
Committee on the Territories. . Sir, I see no rea- 
son why this may not be done. It is very frequent- 
ly the case that the subject-matter of a-petition is 
referred to two committees which should appro- 
priately have charge of the subjects contained in 
them. By the rules of the Senate, sir, as I un- 
derstand them, the jurisdiction of its committces 
is not defined, but ex vi termini, it seems to me 

_ that a bill for the establishment of a Territorial 
government over a certain portion of the country 
ought to go to the Committee on the Territories; 
and, as it has been the custom of the Senate to 
refer bills for the creation or erection of States to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, it would be proper 
that that portion of the bill which relates to the 
erection of a State should go to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. oe tories? But now, sir, here is another and a differ- 

As I have already remarked, it is a common || ent question. If I understand the bill introduced 
thing to refer one portion of a memorial to one || by the honorable Senator from Mississippi, [Mr.. 
committee and another to ence comming: 1 jl Foorz,] and I cannot speak with much accuracy 
es orcas in tl ra a raneh of Congress; || as to the details of the measure, it embraces a va- 
ele Ai he ae in State Legis atures; and I |i riety of objects. It calls on the committee to judge 
ee ringi e present oo thore has been as to the propriety of forming States and forming 

ene a f this kind referred to | ifferent com- || Territories. It is not people coming here with a 
mittees; that is to say, a portion of it relating to a || constitution in their hands, and asking admission 
particular subject, to the committee having charge || as a State; but it presents to us an alternative 
of that subject, and the other portion of itreferring || either to make them a State or give them a Terri- 
to another subject, to the committee having charge || torial government. 
of that particular subject. It seems to me that the Mr. FOOTE. I will set the honorable Senator 
subject-matter of this bill is so distinct that there || right in regard to this matter. There is no alter- 
can be no mistaking where the different portions || native feature in this bill, There are various prop- 
of it ought to go for consideration. That portion || ositions relating to California, Deseret, and New 
of it which refers to the establishment of a Territo- || Mexico, and there is a proposition for establishing 
rial government should go to the Committee on || a new State within the limits of Texas, and also a 
Territories, or else the Committee on Territories || proposition to settle a contested boundary between 
ought: to be abolished at once; the other may go to | New Mexico and Texas. 
the Committee on the Judiciary. If constitutional Mr. DAYTON. It is perfectly evident, there- 
questions shall arise, if they may not be determined || fore, Mr. President, that the bill now under con- 
by the Committee on Territories, incidentally in || sideration embraces a variety of matters, part of 
the discharge of their duties; if they find them- || which is appertinent to the Judiciary Committee, 
selves incompetent to decide them—and they are || and part to the Territorial Committee.’ 
all lawyers except myself, and [am but a poor Now, sir, under these circumstances, we are left 
one—why, we can ask to be discharged from the || to choose between the two committees; and for one 
further consideration of the bill and refer it to those |! I prefer, with great respect for the gentlemen on 
who are more competent. Ido not say this in an | the Judiciary Committee, that this matter should 
invidious sense, but from the fact that they. have || go to the Committee on Territories. I apprehend 
charge of those particular questions growing out of || that if Deseret, New Mexico, and those other Ter- 
the Constitution. ritories are to come into the Union at all, they will 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is moved to || come in now at least as Territories. 
amend.the motion by referring that portion of the Mr. FOOTE. True, bat does the honorable 
bill which relates to the establishment of a Terri- || Senator insist that a proposition to lay off a new 
torial Government to the Committee on Territo- || State within the limits of the present State of 
ries, and the remainder to the Committee on the || Texas is the same as to establish a new Territory, 
Judiciary. | or bring territory into the Union? 

Mr. KING. Do I understand the Chair to say || Mr. DAYTON. I understand that there is a 
that this raotion is in order? branch of this bill that belongs to the Committee 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That is a question 
for the Senate to decide, not the Chair. 

Mr. KING. If it is so, then I can only say 
that such a thing never has been done, and can- 
not be done without involving us in great dificul- 
ties. i i 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is of 

opinion that it cannot be done. z 
Mr. KING. Then itis needless that I should Mr. FOOTE. If the Senator will allow me, I 

say anything more on the subject. . will simply say, that if the argument of the hon- 
Mr. FOOTE. In that case I also will say no i| orable Senator includes the minor proposition, then 

more, I suppose there is no appeal from the de- || it certainly, sir, includes the major. 

cision of the Chair. è | Mr. DAYTON. The gentleman, I presume, 
Mr. COOPER assented. does not, by asserting the major proposition, carry 
Mr. DAYTON. I will not detain the Senate || all the minor propositions in the train of the major 

long; but I have a word to say in reference to | proposition. The truth is, the different matters 

this matter. I have observed that the Judiciary stand entirely unconnected. If this bill comes to 


because I thought it was a business that appropri- 
ately belonged to that committee; and, while I 
would have no wish as a member of that committee 
to amplify the amount of our business, I would 
not shrink from anything which appropriately be- 
longs to our committee. 

If I understand this matter aright, on the repre- 
sentation of the Senator from Georgia, the Terri- 
tory of Deseret comes here with a constitution in 
a hand, seeking admission into the Union as a 

tate. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Oras a Territory. 

Mr. DAYTON. The past practice of the Sen- 
ate, and, I understand, of the Government, at least 
| of this department of the Government, has been to 
refer these matters to the Judiciary Committee, 
and I voted for such a reference because I felt that, 
should this application be premature, and should 
we report that Deseret is not in a condition to be 
admitted asa State, then the other question will 
come up, Will you admit it asa Territory, and that 
matter be disposed of by the Committee on Terri- 


was ahother branch which belonged to the Com- 
mittee on Territories ; and that, having. the chdice 
between the two, without having any special rea- 
son for giving a preference to the former over the 
latter, I choose to prefer the reference to the Ter- 
ritorial Committee, in order that that committee 
may have something to do. 


on the Judiciary, and I so stated; and that there 


Committee, for what reason | know not, seems to 


be becoming very fast the grand reservoir for the | 


It seems to me that at 
least one-half of all the important business of the 
Senate, for some reason or other, is reaching the 
Judiciary Committee. Now, itis said to bea good 
maxim in law that it is the duty of a good judge 
to amplify his jurisdictions 
no such rale which applies 
mittees; and for one, 
mittee, I am disposed rather to annul, than to 


business of the Senate. 


amplify the amount of business that is coming 


into that committee chamber. 


I voted, Mr. President, for the reference of the 
Judiciary Committee, i Senate. 


preceding memorial to the 


our committee, we will have to consider matters 
which do not properly belong to us; and if it goes 
Í to the Territorial Committee, perhaps they will 
| have ta consider matters which do not properly be- 
| iong to them. But l prefer—unless there be some 
special reason to the contrary—that the bill should 
be sent to the Territorial Committee; and I see no 


but I really know of |! 
to the business of com- 
as a member of that com- 
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such reason which does not apply with equal force 
to the proposition to send it to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee. Unless there. be some special reason to 
the contrary, I prefer that it should go to the Ter- 
ritorial Committee, inasmuch as the Committee 
on the Judiciary has already been burdened with 


about one-half of all the important business of the 
I think, therefore, it would be but just 


that it, should be passed dver to the ‘Territorial 
Committee, which, I understand, has not so` mùch 

o do. a 

_ The question being put upon the pending mo- 
tion for reference to the Committee on.the Judici- 
ary, it was, upon.a division, decided in the nega- 
tive: Ayes 19, noes 23. ; 

Mr. FOOTE. I move now, sir, that the bill be 
referred to a select committee of five, to be chosen 
Ly ballot. - E S 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I suppose the question will 
first be taken on my motion to refer it to the Com- 
mittee on Territories. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. I did not under- 
stand the Senator from Ilinois to have submitted 
that motion. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I certainly intended to be 
understood to make the motion before, but I will 
make it again now. 

Mr. FOOTE.. Will the motion of the honora- 
ble Senator take precedence over my motion. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Yes, certainly. 
The motion to refer to a standing committee takes 
precedence over a motion to refer to a select com- 
mittee. 

Mr. FOOTE demanded the yeas and nays on 
the motion to refer to the Committee on Territo- 
ries; and they were ordered, and being taken, 
were as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Baldwin, Bradbury,” Bright, Chase, 
Clarke, Cooper, Corwin, Dayton, Dickinson, Dodge of Towa, 
Dodge of Wisconsin, Douglas, Felch, Greene, Hamlin, 
Jones, Miller, Norris, Seward, Spruance, Underwood, Up- 
ham, Wales, Walker, and Whitcomb—25. ee 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Benton, Berrien, 
Borland, Butler, Clay, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Daw- 
son, Foote, Houston, Hunter, King, Mangum, Mason, Mor- 
ton, Pearce, Rusk, Turney, and Yulee—22, 

So the bill was referred to the Committee on 
Territories. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Weonespay, January 23, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, asked the unanimous 
consent of the House to submit a motion, that one 
hour be set apart for the introduction (without de- 
bate) of billsand joint resolutions, of which pre- 
vious notice had been given. There were, no doubt, 
many members (Mr. B. remarked). who had bills 
and joint resolutions which they desired to intro- 
duce, and which, probably, had been there some 
time. : : 

Mr. BOYD asked the gentleman from’ Indiana 
_[Mr. Brown].to yield the floor fora moment, to 
enable:him (Mr. Boyp) to submit a motion. 
© Mir. BROWN yielded the floor: 

| DESERET. 

Mr. BOYD then asked the unanimous consent 
of the House that the constitution of. Deseret, to- 
gether with the credentials of the representative 
therefrom,-might be referred to the Committee on 
Elections. fet, ; 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, objected, and 
was understood to give notice that he would object 
to everything that was not in the regular order of 
business. 

So Mr. Boyn did not submit his motion. 

The SPEAKER then stated the motion of Mr. 
Brown. 

Objection having been made by Mr. STEPHENS, 
of Georgia, the motion was not entertained. 


RAILROAD TO THE PACIFIC. 


My. HAMPTON asked leave to present certain 
joint tesolutions of the Legislature of Penñsylva- 
nia, in relation to Whitney’s plan for a railroad to 


| the Pacific, with a view that they might be laid 


upon the table, and printed. ae 

Objection having been made, the resolutions 
were not received. . 

Mr. FEATHERSTON asked the unanimous 
consent of the House to introduce a resolution of 
inquiry; but objection was made by Mr. STEPHENS, 
of Georgia. i g 

Mr. BINGHAM asked the unanimous consent - 
of the House to withdraw from the files of the 
House the papers in the case of Samuel Gregory, 
with the view of referring them to the Pension 


he SPEAKER said he understood the gentle- 


man from Georgia [Mr. Srernene] to have stated 
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that he should object to everything-out of the regu- 
lar order of business. : 


; REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the com- 
mittees ìn their order for reports. 


CONTESTED ELECTION FROM IOWA. 


Mr. STRONG, from the Committee.on Elec- 
tions, reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the parties to the contested election from 
the first Congressional district of the State of lowa be, and 
they are hereby, authorized to take the testimony of such 
witnesses as either of them may. require, hy depositions 
in conformity with the laws of the State of Iowa in force at 
the time of taking the testimony, before any judge of the 
supreme court, or of the district courts of said State, who 
are hereby empowered to take depositions in any part 
ofsaid State, or before a clerk or clerks of any of the district 
courts, or before any notary public, or before any justice of 
the peace of the said State, within the county in which such 
clerk, or notary public, or justice of the peace may reside: 
Provided, That notice of the time and piace of taking the 
depositions shall be given by the party taking the same to the 
Opposing party, or to his attorney, at least ten days prior to 
taking the same, and one day in addition for every thirty miles 
travel from the place of taking the depositions to the place 
of residence of the person receiving the notice, or tothe place 
where he may be when. notice shall be received by him, if 
not received at bis place of residence: Provided also, That 
the parties may, by agreement in writing, regulate the mode 
of giving notice: Provided also, That when such depositions 
shall have been taken, they shall, together with the agree- 
ments and notice aforesaid, be sealed up by the officer taking 
the same, and be directed to the Speaker of the House. 


Mr. VINTON rose to inquire of the chairman 
of the Committee on Elections (Mr. Srrone] 
whether there was any time specified in the resolu- 
tions to which the time for the taking of these 
depositions was limited ? 


THE CUMBERLAND DAM. 
Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, asked that, by 


unanimous consent, the bill from the Senate, 
(which had this morning been transmitted to the 
House,) in relation to the Cumberland dam, might 
„Pe taken up on its first and second reading, with a 
view to reference. f 

The motion was not entertained. 


CONTESTED ELECTION FROM IOWA. 


The SPEAKER. The pending question is on 
the adoption of the resolution rëported from the 
Committee on Elections. 

Mr. BAYLY said he would suggest, if not dis- 
agreeable to the chairman of the Committee on 
Elections, that the resolution be laid upon the table 
and printed. 

The suggestion was not adopted. 

The resolution having been again read— 

Mr. STRONG said it had not been supposed by 
the committee that the resolution would ive riseg 
to any debate, inasmuch as it was drawn substan- 
tially in accordance with an agreement which had 
been made between the contesting parties, 

In reply to the inquiry which had been made by 
the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Viwroy,] he (Mr. 
S.) would state that no time was specified within 
which the duties under the commission were to be 
perfected. It had been impossible for the parties 
themselves to determine, or for the committee to 
ascertain, what length of time would be required. 
The witnesses who were to be examined, as the 
committee understood, would be quite numerous. 
They resided in different parts of the State of 
Iowa, and at a distance remote from each other. 
Some considerable time would be required, as it 
was requisite for both the contesting parties to 
take depositions. Nor would such a limitation of 
time be necessary, as would appear from the fact 
that either party, by giving notice, could compel 
the depositions to be taken within the earliest pe- 
riod under the provisions of the resolution. ‘There 


had been no application made by either of the | 


parties for a limitation of the time. Therefore, the 
committee had not prescribed a limit. They were 
at present entirely without such information as 
would enable them to do go. 
had thought it best to leave the time to the parties 


themselves, reserving the power to limit any abuse | 
which might grow out of their action under this | 


resolution. 

Mr. VAN DYKE said that, as a member of the 
Committee on Elections, he desired to express the 
hope that no difficulty would be interposed to the 
adoption of this resolution. So far as he was 
aware, there was no difference of opinion among 
the members of the commitiee. And he under- 
‘stood that the resolution had been drawn entirely 
ìn accordance with an agreement between the par- 


They, therefore, | 


ties themselves, and that it was in pursuance of an 
‘arrangement and agreement between them that the 
resolution had been prepared. He entirely con- 
curred in the view of the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania, [Mr. Srrone,] that the committee could not 
now form any opinion as to the time within which 
the testimony. should be closed. They therefore 
left the question open for the present, leaving. it 
hereafter for the committee and the House to de- 
cide, if it should become necessary, when the com- 
mission should be closed. 

Mr. ROOT said that if the parties went to Iowa 
to‘take testimony, they should know at what time 
the commission should be closed. One party giv- 
ing notice might compel the taking of testimony 
as fast and as soon as the laws of the State. 
did not very much affect the case, nor should it 
affect the action of the House, that these parties 
had made an agreement by which they were will- 
ing that the finafadjudication of the contest should 
be postponed. He knew nothing of such an agree- 
ment, and he cared nothing about it. But he knew 
that, so far as his own information extended, a 


should be completed, and that then the case was 
to be passed upon. 

Mr. STRONG said, that so far as he had been 
able to ascertain, the committee, in reporting this 
resolution, had followed the practice of the House 
heretofore. 
a case of contested election had occurred from the 
city of New York, and a resolution had been 
adopted authorizing depositions to be taken. No 
limit of ime within which the testimony was to be 
taken, was fixed in that case; and, so far as he 
knew, it had not been usual to make such a limit. 
Atany rate, it was not donc during the last Con- 

ress. 

Mr. ASHMUN rose to put an inquiry to the 
chairman of the Committee on Elections, [Mr. 
Srrone.] He (Mr. A.) would like to know how 
the case now stood? He would like to know 


in their investigations as to have ascertained that 
the contestant showed a majority of votes in his 
favor? Ifhe was right in this fact, the case from 
New York, referred to by the gentleman, pre- 
sented no parallel to the présent. 

Mr. STRONG, in reply to the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Asumun,] said that he 
(Mr. S.) did not know whether it was proper to 
enter at length into what had transpired in the 
committee. He thought, however, that he might, 
without impropriety, state, that the committee had 
not entered upon the tfial of the case. When the 


them, they had required the sitting member to re- 
ply to the allegations made.in the memorial, either 
in affirmance, in denial, or in avoidance of them. 
They had required the parties to put the case at 
issue. When that issue was formed, it became 
apparent that both parties would require parol tes- 
timony taken in Iowa. The parties, themselves, 
so understood it. 


he desired to. submit, and determine, before the 
parol testimony should be taken, whether they 
were properly certified, so. as to entitle them to 
admission as instruments of evidence, in order 
| that he might procure other certificates, if these 
should prove insufficient. To that desire the com- 
mittee acceded. They had decided that these pa- 
pers were admissible. They had decided nothing 
more. What these exhibits proved, had not been 
before the committee; nor had that qnestion been 
| submitted to their consideration. They did not 
contemplate entering upon the trial until the whole 
evidence should be submitted to them. The issue 
Joined between the parties was such, that it could 
not be determined without the aid of parol eviderice, 
the testimony of witnesses. 


show a majority of one hundred and twenty in 
favor of the contestant? 

Mr, STRONG replied, that neither he nor the 
committee had examined that question. The only 
| question which had been submitted to them 
| whether the certificates were regular. 

Mr. ASHMUN said, that so far as that point 
was concerned, he had been undera misapprehen- 
sion as to the action of the committee. He had 
understood ‘that the certificates had been exam- 


Tey: 


limit had always been provided within which all |; 
the testimony which the parties expected to take į 


During the last session of Congress,- 


whether the committee had not proceeded so far 


memorial of the contestant had been referred to | 


t But the contestant desired that | 
the committee should examine the exhibits which | 


Mr. ASHMUN was understood to inquire || 
whether the papers before the committee did not | 


was, | 


ined, and that they showed a clear majority in 
favor of the contestant. If this was not the fact, 
he had been under a misapprehension. 

Mr. STRONG said he would like to be in- 
forméd how the gentleman had obtained his in- 
formation. 

Mr. ASHMUN was understood to say that the 
contesting member had told him that, upon the face 
‘of the papers, there was a clear majority in his 
favor. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, rose to a ques- 

tion of order. Was it (he asked) in order, upon 
li a resolution of this character, to go into the pro- 
| ceedings of the Committee on Elections? Did it 
i open up the merits of the question as now pro- , 
posed hy the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
| Asumun]? 
i The SPEAKER was disposed to regard the 
remarks of the gentleman from Massachuseus 
[Mr. Asumun] as relevant and in order. The 
gentleman, as the Chair understood, was offering 
an argument against the adoption of the resolu- 
tion, 

Mr. ASHMUN proceeded to make a remark. 

Mr. PRESTON KING rose to a question of 
order. He submitted whether it was in order to 
refer to what had taken place before the com- 
mittee, except in the way of a report made by that 
; committee. 

The SPEAKER said thatit was notin order to 
refer to the action of the committee, except when 
the committee made their report. 

Mr. ASHMUN submitted that the committee 
had made their report. ` 

‘The SPEAKER. That isa point which I rec- 
ognize; but the Chair believes that it has always 
been regarded in this House as improper to refer to 
proceedings that have taken place in committee. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. That is pre- 
cisely the point which E made. ‘ 
| The SPEAKER. The Chair did not so under- 
stand the gentleman. 
i| Mr, ASHMUN suggested that it was rather 
i| late to made the point of order, He was not, 
however, about to enter into that controversy. 
All that he desired to bring before the House was 
the fact, which he believed existed, that there were 
official returns in the possession of the Committee 
on Elections shewing that the contestant had a ma- 
jority of votes, and that this delay was desired in or- 
der to give to the sitting member an opportunity to 
show that these votes were given by men not duly 
qualified. He (Mr. A.)did not intend to submitany 
proposition; but he meant to say this, that when 
official returns were brought here showing that the 
sitting member, who took his seat under the certi- 
ficate of the Governor—the broad seal, as it was 
usually termed—had not received a majority of the 
votes, and that the contesting member had re- 
ceived that majority, he (Mr. A.) thought that the 
validity of the broad seal was gone, and that the 
contesting member was entitled to take his seat. 

Mr. ASHE rose and put a question to Mr. 
Asumun, which was understood to be this: From 
what source the gentleman derived his information 
that the contestant had received a majority of all 
the votes? 

The SPEAKER interposed and said, that the 
difficulty in which this question was now involved 
showed the correctness of the rule which had al- 
ways been recognized, that matters which had oc- 
curred beforefa committee ought not to. be referred 
to in the House until these matters had been re- 
ported upon and came regularly before the House. 

Mr. ASHMUN was understood to say, that he 
understood these returns were before the commit- 
tee, and that the committee had decided that they 
were competent testimony. 

Mr. ASHE (in reply) was understood to say, 
that the committee had decided that the proof 
|| offered was admissible, but they had not decided 
|| whether it proved 
i Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, insisted on the 


1 

| point of order heretofore raised as to proceedings 
ji In committee, . 

|| The SPEAKER repeated his decision, sustain- 
| ing the point of order. 

|| Mr. SCHENCK appealed from the decision. 

' Mr. STANTON said, his point of order was 
| this: that the gentleman ‘from Massachusetts [Mr. 
| Asumun] was proceeding to inquire intothe trans- 
actions of a committee, which transactions had not 
been: reported to this House, and upon which they 
i -were not ready to report. The gentleman was dis- 


saree 
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cussing testimony now before the committee, and 
which had not been brought before the House... 
" The SPEAKER sustained the point of order, 
and stated the question to be, “ Shall the decision 
of the Chair stand as the judgment of the House??? 
After a brief conversation between Mr. WHITE 
andthe SPBAKER, > ENN 
Mr. SCHENCK. was proceeding to debate the 
appeal. : : ae 
The SPEAKER said the appeal was not de- 
batable. l ‘ = 


_ The question on the appeal was then taken, and | 


decided in the affirmative—ayes 112; noes not 
counted. oa : 

So the decision of. the Chair was affirmed. 

Mr. SCHENCK. referred to information in his. 
possession which, hesaid, would enable him to act 
sess in the dark than others who, under the decis- 
ion of the Chair, were allowed to know nothing 
of proceedings which had taken place in the com- 
mittee. What was the proposition before the 
House? It was, that there should be a continuance 
of this case (to use the language of the committee) 
for an indefinite period of time, in order to allow 
additional testimony tobetaken. In this way the 
House was asked to throw open the door to what 
might turn out to be interminable delay in. the 
adjudication of the question. He, for one, was 
not prepared to do so. The contest in this elec- 
tion came from a State on the furthest western 
extreme. The first question to be determined was 
the admissibility of the documents. The com- 
mittee declared that they had determined nothing 
beyond the admissibility of these documents. 
Now, he would undertake to say, that, admitting 
the testimony brought by the contestant, there 
would be found to be a majority of onehundred and 
twenty votes in his favor. The sitting member 
now wanted delay. He desired that he might re- 
main here in his seat an indefinite length of time, 
in order that further testimony might be taken, if 
he chose to take it. He (Mr. S.) thought he was 
not mistaken in regard to the present state of 
things. Under these circumstances, when the 
committee did not know how matters stood, appli- 
cation was made that the time should be pro- 
longed. Why was not the application made 
weeks ago? and by whom was it now made? Did 
the contestant ask more time? He (Mr. S.) 
would venture tosay that the fact was not so. 
Who, then, did ask it? The sitting member. 
Why? Not in respect to anything that had been 
found out, because it appeared that the committee 
had not looked at the papers; but he thought it 
might be assumed that the sitting member had 
discovered that he was not entitled to a seat in this 
House. He (Mr: S.) was unwilling ‘to believe 
that there was anything like a trick in- this. He 
was sure that be might absolve the committee 
from the suspicion of any such design. He hoped 

: that there was no such intention on the part of the 
sitting member. ‘There was, no doubt, a natural 
anxiety on the part of that gentleman to continue 
the case’ so. long as it might be for his benefit to 
dọ so. Ee might believe that, if delay was grant- 
ed, he might be enabled to discover facts in relation 
to particular votes, showing that they werellegal 
—and that he might thus take away the majority 
which the contestant would otherwise have. But, 
jt was for the House to see that the people of this 
Congressional district of Towa were not deprived 
of their proper and rightful representative In this 
House; and it was due to the House to know dis- 
tinctly upon what state of facts this application 
was made. By the decision which had just been 
made, members were shut out from all opportu- 
nity of knowing what the state of facts was. Yet 
he would remind the House that, under the Par- 
liamentary law, it was the privilege, the right, of 
every member to go before the standing commit- 
tees, and see what were the proceedings before 
these committees. There was no such secrecy 
known to the law in regard to the action of the 
committees; and, in a matter of this kind, it was 
improper to act in the dark. 

Mr. PECK raised the question of order on the 
remarks of Mr. S. : 

The SPEAKER ruled the remarks to be in 

der. 

"Mr SCHENCK supposed, he said, that they 
were clearly so. He was showing that, as the 
House could not get at the state of facts before the 
committee, it was necessarily thrown back upon 
any other means of information which might be 


open to. it; thatit had a right to look about, and 
see whether it could not obtain information from 
some other than the regular and legal source. The 
House was asked to continue this case for an in- 


| definite time, without even knowing why it should 


be continued at all. The report of the committee 
was nothing more nor less than a proposition for 
continuance without any reason having been as- 
signed; and the House was required to respond 
yea or nay, without knowing why the application 
was made, upon whose investigation, upon that 
account, or upon what state of facts. f 

Mr. KAUFMAN. Did the gentleman from 
Ohio hear the remark of the chairman of the 


Committee of Elections, [Mr. Srrone,] that both | 


parties in this case, the contestant and the sitting 
member, had agreed to the resolution now. under 


discussion ? and if so, is there anything wrong in | 


continuing the case? Do not courts of justice 
continue cases, as a matter of course, when both 
parties consent? 


Mr. SCHENCK said he had not heard the | 
statement alluded to by the gentleman, nor would | 


it have mattered if he had heard it. He cared not 


whether both parties came here and declared their 
agreement to an indefinite continuance of the case, | 


or not. It would not alter the state of facts upon 


which the House was called to act; and as hecould | 


not have these facts from the committee, he would | 
procure them from other sources. When he was 
interrupted by the gentleman from Texas, (Mr. | 
Kaurman,] he (Mr. S.) was about to remark that | 
the state of the case would, he thought, be found 
to be such as had been referred to by the gentle- | 
man from Massachusetts, [Mr. Asumun.] The | 
contestant came here with certain documentary 


it was not also right that the House should know 
for what reasons the application -was made, so that 
it might act advisedly and understandingly.° Was 
that too much to ask? If the committee thought 
that there was probable reason to believe that 
further investigation would change the features of 
the case, why should not ‘the House know it? 
But the House neither knew this to be so, nor was 
any reason assigned, unless, as the gentleman from: 
Texas (Mr. Kaurman] had intimated, for ‘the 
sufficient reason that both parties had agreed’ to’ 
the continuance. ‘ 
Mr. KAUFMAN (Cinterposing.) And you set 
yourself up as a better guardian of the rights of 
one-half the people of Iowa than their own rep- 


|| resentative, whoever he may be, whether it be the 


person claiming the seat or the sitting member. 

| Mr. SCHENCK (apparently not hearing the 
remark) continued: The people of Iowa and this 
House had soniething to say upon the subject. 
And as there was nothing in the world to sustain 
this application but the assent of the two parties 
to the contest, he claimed that the House should 
not be compelled to act without some light upon 
the subject. He therefore proposed to submit a 
different resolution.. But he thought that a’still 
better plan would be, that the report should be re- 
committed to the Committee on Elections, with in- 
structions to mäkë a further-report that the House 
might act understandingly. - He therefore madé 
the motion to re-commit, with instructions to report 
the state of the case upon the proof now before 
them, and the reasons why it was proper, or (pro- 
bably) necessary and right that a continuance 
should be granted. i 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, said: A very 


evidence going to show that certain votes had been į 
given in his favor, and that evidence was certified ' 
Ina particular way. The first question was on the | 
admissibility of that evidence, and the committee | 
had decided that the documents were such as to~ 
entitle them to be considered as evidence in the | 
case. And there, so far as the committee were con- | 
cerned, the case rested. They had not inquired any | 
further; but the fact was, that if the case were now | 
to be tried, the conclusion could not be evaded that 
the contestant had been elected by about one hun- | 
dred and twenty majority. Just in this state of ; 


few words, it seems to me, Mr. Speaker, are ne- 
cessary to place the point in question properly be- 
fore the House. The Committee on Elections have 
been presented with testimony on the part of the 
contestant, which, it is assumed, shows him to be | 
entitled to the seat. The sitting member claims 
the privilege of rebutting this testimony, and asks 
an opportunity to procure his evidence. The chair- 
man of the committee, in reply to questions put to 
him this morning, declares that his committee have 
not yet investigated the effect of the testimony pro- 
duced by the contestant. This was surely a very 


things it was that application was made that the 
case should be continued for an indefinite length of 
time, the sitting member meanwhile remainixg here 
in his seat, and the contesting member knocking 
at the door for admission. i 

Mr. ASHMUN here interposed, and said he 
was informed by the’ contestant that he had com- 
pleted his case; that he was willing to rest it where 
it now stood; and that delay had ‘been asked for; 
not by himself, but by the sitting member. : 


|| proper determination; for who would contend that 


|| the committee should undertake to decide the ques- 
tion upon ex parte testimony? But the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Scuexcx] not only finds fault with 
the committee for not adjudging the case upon ea 
parte eviderce, but he insists that the whole sab- 
ject, in its preséat unfinished and unsatisfactory 
condition, shall’be brought into the House, and that 
we shall do what the committee refuses: to do 
décidé the case Upon'ew parte testimony: Ee" 


Mr. BAKER, (interrupting.) What does the 
gentleman from Tennessec understand by ‘ea parte 
testimony”? in this case? ` eri 
-© Mr. STANTON. I understand by that expres- 
sion, testimony offered by one party which: the 
other has had no opportunity to rebut. -“A's'to the 
character or effect of the testimony now before thé 
committee, I profess to’ know absolutely nothing 
j except what has been stated here this morning. 
And it is precisely because we have no accurate 
knowledge of this evidence, that I objected to its 
discussion in the early part of this debate. 

The proposition of the gentleman from Ohio is 
so obviously unjust, that the contestant himself 
has not had the hardihood to claim such an advan- 
tage. Fle has assented to the very reasonable and 
usual demand of the sitting member to be permit- 
ted to produce the testimony which he alleges to 
be in his power. There is no tribanal on earth, 
|| there is no Jegislative body on the globe, which 
|| would refuse such a demand. It would be con- 
trary to all precedent, and subversive of the first 
principles of justice, as applicable to. cases of can- 
tested elections. : 

But, sir, if there be any real apprebension that 
there is a design, in any quarter, to take advantage 
of this resolution to prolong indefinitely the time of 
taking testimony, then T agree that a ‘reasonable 


Mr. SCHENCK. ` L think that will be found to | 
be the state of facts.  * | 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. Does the gen- | 
teman from Ohio [Mr. Scnencr] contend that the | 
case is to be decided upon the exw parte testimony of | 
the contestant, without an opportunity being af- || 
forded to the sitting meber to obtain testimony? 

“Mr. SCHENCK. No. l 

Mr. STANTON. Then will not your object 
be attained by the introduction“of an amendment 
limiting the time for taking depositions? i 

Mr. SCHENCK. That is just what I was 
contending for, but I will go a little further before || 
I close. | 

Mr. SACKETT. Did not the sitting member | 
know before he left home that his seat would be | 
contested ? ! 

Mr. SCHENCK. He was not advised as to 
the fact, but he presumed that the gentleman did | 
know. He presumed that notice had been given 
to the sitting member that his seat would be con- 
tested, At all events, he (Mr. S.) believed that | 
the ground upon which the seat would be contest- | 
ed was known throughout the country. If there | 
was any reasonable ground upon which the case | 
ought. to be continued, any probable expectation | 
made apparent to the committee and to the | 
‘Plduse that the sitting member could, by counter | 


Yet ldo 


testimony, show that all the votes which had 
been given for him had not been counted, there 


| might be reason for the continuing it. But the 
House was not allowed to know what the facts | 


were. The committee had simply come here 
moving a continuance, in order to take testimony 
and see what further might be done by proot. 


That was all right enough; but he asked whether 


limitation of the time ought to be made. et. T 
not propose to interfere in any way with the appro- 
priate duties of the committee. They ate more 
than competent to perform those duties without 
any advice from me. 1 merely say, that if a reat 
gonablé limitation in the time-be insisted on by 
gentlemen oñ the other side; Twill nët oppose such 
anamendment. I think it ought to be passed. 
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But this is all they have the right, upon any prin- 
eiple of fairness or justice, to claim. 
Mr. MeCLERNAND said he doubted not, if 
the facts of this contested clection were generally || 
known. to members, that the temerity. of certain 
gentlemen on the other side in precipitating-the 
ungeasonable discussion of the merits of this ques- 
tion, would be regarded with profound astonish- 
ment. The notable antecedents connected with the 
Congressional election in the first Congressional 
district in lowa, had undergone a very thorough 
and animated discussion in the newspapers in: the 
Northwest during the past year, and were pretty 
generally understood in that quarter, Hence’Mr. 
cC. was enabled to speak with certainty upon | 
the subject. From his general knowledge of the 
subject, he supposed the case stood about so before | 
the Committee on Elections, If he should be in į 
error, he hoped he would be corrected. ‘The sit- 
ting member from Iowa [Mr. Tuomrson] had | 
exhibited his certificate of election, duly authenti- 
cated by the signature of the Governor and the | 
broad seal of that State, upon which he had been | 
admitted as a member of this body, and upon | 
which it was sufficient for him to rest until the | 
presumption it raised in his favor was overturned 
y stronger proof. The contestant, [Mr. Miller,] 
denying the validity of this presumption, and | 
claiming to be legally elected himself, had pre- || 
ferred his petition through the House before the 
Committee on Elections. And what of that pe- 
tition? Among other things, it was understood to 
allege that the returns upon which the Governor 
had issued his certificate in favor of Mr. Thomp- 
son, were imperfect—that the poll in Kanesville 
precinct, attached to Monroe county, was excluded 


from the count, whereby the result was shown to 
be in Mr. Thompson’s favor; whereas, otherwise 
it would have been in the contestant’s favor. Thus, 
the election turned upon this precinct. If the poll 
of this precinct be included in the count, Mr. Mil- 
ler is probably elected; if it be excluded, Mr. 
Thompson occupies his present seat rightfully.’ 
This is, probably, the whole, at all events it is 
the main question, and upon its solution the de 
cision of the House must depend. When called 
upon by the committee, Mr. Thompson had trav- 
ersed the allegations of the contestant’s petition, 
and particularly the one mentioned; and upon the 
issue thus formed, several important questions 
arose: first, whether the inhabitants of Kanesville 
precinct were entitled to vote under the State con- 
stitution? secondly, if they were, whether Kanes- 
ville was in fact attached by law to Monroe coun- 
ty? and again, whether or not it was organized for 
election, or any other civil purpose? It was well 
known in and immediately around Towa, that | 
‘most or all of the persons voting in the Kanes- 
ville precinct. at. tbe. late Congressional election 
in that State were persons called Mormons, who 
had, notoriously, but lately before left their former 
homes in Ilinois for the purpose of removing to 
California. ‘They were unquestionably emigrants 
to that distant country, sojourning only for a sea- 
gon upon the frontiers of Iowa, for the purpose of | 
recruiting their strength and means to accomplish 
their journey. They were in no just sense inhab- 
itants of Towa, entitled to the electoral privileges 
of the people of that State. As well might it be 
said that any itinerant person, sojourning for a 
season, In consequence of sickness, or detained in 
consequence of crime in that State, was entitled to 
vote under her constitution. Found in this situa- 
tion, the Mormons in this precinct were induced, 
through the arts and intrigues of unscrupulous | 
partisans, to vote in the Congressional election; 
and in order to enable them to do so under color | 
of Jaw, a precinct organization was pretended to 
be effected by the leaders in this fraud, only a few 
daya or a few weeks before the election. The 
whole transaction may be regarded as a wicked 
profanation of the ballot-box, deserving the 
severest punishment. But this was an aspect of 
the question that Mr. McC. would only glance at 
now. It might, however, become proper to go 
into it at large upon a future occasion. There | 
was room to say much upon it. 

In regard to the second question, whether 
Kanesville precinct was attached to Monroe coun- 
ty, and whether it was organized for election pur- 
poses, it was proper to state, that a law had been 
passed by the Legislature of Iowa attaching the 


county due west of Monroe county to that county 
for civil purposes. But Kanesville was north of a | 


| due west line; and if attached at all, was attached 


to a more northely county. In corroboration of 
this view, it should be stated that the clerk of 
Monroe county, under a sense of his official res- 
ponsibility, excluded. the poll of Kanesville pre- 
cinct, in making up the returns of the election in 
the various precincts of the county. He excluded 
it because the precinct was no part of Monroe 


county. , ; 
Mr. SCHENCK inquired whether the precinct 


-had-not been organized under an order by the Com- 


missioners of Monroe county, who were Demo- 
crats ? 

Mr. McCLERNAND said he was not prepared 
to say from his own knowledge; but several gen- 
tlemen around him answered no. 

But here was another fact—enough of itself to 
invalidate the Kanesville vote—it was this, that 
Kanesville was included in the Potawatomie ter~ 
ritory, over which the jurisdiction of the State had 
never been exerted—which was subject to the 
jurisdiction of the United States at the very time 
of the passage of the law attaching the country 
westward to.Monroe county, and which contin- 
ued to be so until lowa passed another law author- 
izing the judge of a certain district in the State to 
organize this territory into a county upon the re- 
moval of the Indians therefrom, Of course the 
last law superseded the first; and if it was compe- 
tent to organize Kanesville precinct as such at all, 
it must have been as a precinct of the new county 
of Potawatomie, and not as a precinct of Monroe. 
Mr. McC. concluded by saying that he should 
vote against theamendment and instructions moved 
by the member from Ohio, [Mr. Scuencx,] and, 
that he should vote for the resolution as reported 
by the chairman of the Committee on Elections. 

Mr. VAN DYKE said, that he desired to return 
his. thahks to the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Scnencx,] and to other gentlemen, for the lecture 
they had seen fit to read him, as a member of the 
Committee on Elections, for the neglect of his 
duty; and he hoped that when these gentlemen 
should think proper to intermeddle with the busi- 
ness of other committees, as they had done in that 
of the Committee on Elections, the members of 
these committees would be found. equally prompt 
with himself in the expression of their obligations 
to them. Mr. V. D. then inquired of the Speaker, 
to what extent, under the proposed amendment of 
the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Scnencx,] the 
subject was debatable ¢ 

The SPEAKER said, that the question of the 
propriety of recommitting the resolution, and the 
proposed instructions, were open to debate. 

Mr. VAN DYKE continued: 
on Elections had come to the conclusion (it was 
about the only conclusion at which they had ar- 
rived) that there was enough in the case before 
them.to justify them in asking the House to au- 
thorize these parties to take testimony in the State 
of. Iowa. It had been alleged here, that there was 
now before the Committee on Elections a prima 
facie case, which justified the House in turning out 
the sitting member, and putting the contestant 
in his place. Suppose this were so: what had 
that to do with the question whether permission 
should be given to the parties to take further tes- 
timony? That was a question standing by itself. 
He conceded that there was testimony before the 


| committee which, according to a certain precedent 


which he had always despised, ought to turn out 
the sitting member and put the contestant into his 
seat. [Mr. V. D.’s allusion was to the great New 
Jersey case.] i 


Mr. SCHENCK, (interposing.) Do not un- | 


derstand me as demanding that the TIouse should 
act upon the case as it now stands. 
that the committee cannot of themselves continue 
this case. They know the reasons for the con- 
tinuance, but they ask the House to continue it, 


without assigning reasons, although, as I have || 


| not been taken with all expedition—that it had not 


said, they know them. 

Mr. VAN DYKE said the committee asked no 
such thing, and, so far as his experience went in 
election cases, no limit had been fixed to the time 
for taking testimony. He could speak positively 
as to the last Congress. An order of the House 
had been issued authorizing the parties to take 
testimony, and no limit of time had been pre- 
scribed. The Committee on Elections doubted 
whether they had authority to continue the case, 
and they came to this House to ask it. And was 


he, and were the Committee on Elections to be lec- 


The-Committee’ 


All I say is, | 
"i the certificate of the Executive of the State, had 


tured, because, before they had decided whether 
the evidence was sufficient or not, they had availed 
themselves of the opportunity to ask the House 
that further testimony might be taken? Was this 
delaying the case, whilst the committee had be- 
fore them the very question whether a prima facie 
case had been made out or not, and before they 
had decided that question? If he understood any- 
thing of the matter, this was expediting the case, 
and not delaying it. The Committee on Elections 
had been in session almost every day since the 
House had been organized; they had had these 
matters before them; they had been receiving tes- 
timony and arguments, and had reached a point 
where it was desirable that further testimony 
should be taken. And the question now was, 
whether that privilege should be granted ? 

Mi. HOUSTON, turning to Mr. Van Dyre, 
asked a question, of which nota word was heard 
by the reporter. Its purport may be inferred from 
the reply of ü 
| Mr. VAN DYKE, who said that the character 
| of the allegations made by the contesting party, 
and the character of the answer mae’ by the sit- 
| ting member, were such as to render it necessary 
| that, in case the sitting member could make out 
| what he alleged, it would be necessary, even on 
| the contestant’s own showing, for him (the claim- 
fant) to take further testimony. What was the 
| state of the case before the Committee on Elec- 
tions? Ifthe contestant were now admitted to the 
seat, yet if the sitting member should substantiate 
the position he had taken, the contestant must 
talce further testimony in rebuttal. And theresult of 
this state of things, as he understood, had been an 
arrangement or understanding between the parties 
themselves, which had been mutually assented to. 
In this way the resolution had been agreed to yes- 
terday; it had been submitted to him this morn- 
ing; and, in accordance with what he had under- 
stood to be the arrangement between the parties, 
| the resolution had been reported to this House, 
simply leaving out the question as to time. 

Mr. TUCK inquired whether the contestant had 
ever seen the resolution as offered? 

Mr. VAN DYKE said he did not know wheth- 
er the contestant had ever seen the resolution as 
drawn and presented to the House. But,the whole 
matter had been talked over in his presence yes- 
terday morning. And when he[Mr. V. D.} saw 
the resolution reduced to writing, he found that 
it was in accordance with the agreement. 

Mr. TUCK said that he understood that the si- 
lence of the contestant had been wholly miscon- 
strued—that he had not assented to the resolution; 
and that he was anxiously hoping and expecting 
that the House would put a limit to-the time al- 
lowed for taking testimony, that there might be 
some prospect of a termination to the controversy. 
Mr. T. referred to the case of contested election of 
the last Congress, which had been cited (¢. e. Jack- 
son and Monroe). The gendeman from New 
Jersey [Mr. Van Dyxe] was aware that the decis- 
ion in that case had been put off until nearly the 
close of the session; and that the sitting member 
(though not entitled to a seat) was voting upon 
some of the most important questions ever sub- 
mitted to Congress. The delay which took place 
in the decision of that controversy arose probably 
from the very fact that no limit of time had been pre- 
i scribed, and furnished one of the strongest evi- 
| dences that could be adduced of the necessity. of 
insisting upon some limitation in the present case. 
i It was understood——— 

Mr. VAN DYKE interposed and claimed the 
floor. He had not yielded it, he said, for an ar- 
f gument. It had ever been that the sitting mem- 
ber, admitted in cases of contested election upon 


voted {upon important questions. So it was in 
! the case from New York. But there had been no 
complaint made in that case that the testimony had 


| been acted upon by the committee, and the decision 
been made as speedily as possible. It was true 
that delays and difficulties always existed in these 
cases, and he had understood the contesting mem- 
ber this morning to say that this resolution was in 
accordance with his views. That gentleman did 
not intend to compromise his right to the seat, nor 
was it compromised by the resolution. When the 
‘resolution was passed, if the committee did not 
i report, the House could direct them todo so. ‘This 
| right Mr. Miller desired to reserve to himself, 
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but he probably supposed that this resolution ad- 
mitted away the right he had reserved. He (Mr. 
V. D.) supposed the gentleman had been told $0, 
and that he was dissatisfied, therefore, with it. No 
such right was given away by it. 

Mr. HOUSTON was understood to say, that in 
conversation with Mr. Miller, he had understood 
him to express no objection to the resolution, ex- 
cept that he thought there should be some time 
limited within which the testimony should be 
closed. - : 

Mr. VAN DYKE continued: If the gentleman 
from Delaware [Mr. Houston] had remained quiet, 
he would have heard all he (Mr. V. D.) had- to 
say upon the subject. He had no desire to be in- 
terrupted for the purpose of contradiction; he was 
willing to be interrupted for purposes of informa- 
tion. That was enough. He wasstating that he 
understood that an impression had been conveyed 
to the mind of the contesting member, from the 
arguments used here to-day, that the resolution 
took away his right to claim the seat now, and 
that, therefore, he did not assent to it. The reso- 
Intion embraced no such proposition. The con- 
testant did not agree to it; nor did he (Mr. V. D.) 
understand that the Committee on Elections had 
given their assent to it. That was an open ques- 
tion. It might be before the House to-morrow, or 
at any other time; but, in the interval, it stood by 
itself, as it ought to do; and yet the Committee on 
Elections had been lectured here for not having 
made a report upon a point on which they 
had not yet themselves acted. So far as he was 
informed, nothing had been said before the com- 
mittee as to the limitation of the time within which 
testimony should be taken. He hadno objection 
to a limitation. He understood the contesting 
member now to say that it was an omission—that 
he did not raise the question; and that it was not 
raised by any one. It had not, however, been un- 
thoughtof by him, (Mr. V. D.;) butin consequence 

. of the want of familiarity with the State of Iowa, 
arf distances which might have to be traversed in 
rocuring this testimony, he did not know how 
ong a time might be required, and he thought that 
if the question was not raised, it was not for him 
tomake it. So nothing had been said about it. But, 
he repeated, that he had no objection to a limita- 
tion, if the House proposed it, and the committee 
should think it desirable ; though his own impres- 
sion was, that it would be better not to put a limit 
at this time. The parties were sent home to take 
testimony. If there should be reason to believe 
that an unusual or improper delay was taking 
place, it would be competent for the committee 
or any member of the House to ask for an order 
of the House closing the testimony within a spe- 
cifed time. His main object in rising had been 
to vindicate the Committee on Elections, which 
seemed to have been assailed from every part 
of the House. . In his opinion that committee had 
discharged its duty. Gentlemen mightcharge him 
to the contrary as soon as they pleased. . They 
might charge him with a willful design to keep ip a 
Democratic member. Gentlemen, (continued Mr. 
V. D.,) you do not yourselves believe the charge, 
nor do I believe that either side of the House will 
entertain such an idea. 

[Voices from both sides: ‘“ No, no; we do not 
entertain it.”] i 4 

Mr. V. D. then recapitulated, in a few words, 
what the course of action of the committee had 
been; referred again, briefly, in terms of condem- 
nation, to the precedent in the great New Jersey 
case; and concluded by saying, that if, after this 
statement, there was any member of the House 
who had effrontery enough to rise and say that the 
committee had not discharged their duty, he might 
rise and say s0. g 

Mr. RICHARDSON moved the previous ques- 


tion. 

Mr. BAKER, remarking that he was requested 
by the contestant to present his view of the case, 
asked Mr. R. to withdraw the demand. 

Mr. RICHARDSON declined to do so. 

Mr. GENTRY called for the reading of the res- 
olution, which was again read. i 

Aftera brief conversation, the question was taken 
on the motion of Mr RicHarpsow, and was de- 
cided in the negative—ayes 66, noes not counted. 

So the House refused to second the demand for 
the previous question, f ; 

Mr. BAKER’ said: I desire; sir, at the request 
of the gentleman contesting the seat of the hon- 


orable member from Towa, to make a few remarks, 
which will, I think, obviate the. necessity of the 
instructions to the committee, and, possibly, meet 
the views of any body-concerned. I wish, how- 
ever, to say, in the first place, that no one has pro- 
posed to give the seat to the contestant, upon what 
has been called ex parte testimony; and, notwith- 
standing the opinion of the honorable gentleman 
from Tennessee, [Mr. Sranron,] I:submit to the 
House that there is no reasonable ground for such 
a suggestion. The sitting member has taken his 
seat here, and, I think, properly, upon. the certifi- 
cate of the canvassers. The contestant has shown, 
as I think, upon proof admitted by the Committee 
on Elections, that this certificate was based upon 
partial returns, and that upon the whole return he 
is clearly elected. Upon this state. of fact, he is 
willing to submit his case to the House; and upon 
this, as a question of “return,” I think there can 
be no doubt. But the committee who report this 
resolution, anxious to determine all questions 
which may hereafter arise, as to the legality of 
the votes upon*which the seat may depend, desire 
that testimony may be taken as to the state of fact 
alleged by the sitting member, and, of course, re- 
butting testimony also. To this the contestant has 
no objection; but one thing he does object to, and 
that is, indefinite delay. Let there be a limit be- 
yond which the case shall not be prolonged, and 
he is content; and [ therefore announce to the 
House his entire acquiescence in any delay not 
exceeding seventy or eighty days, in order that 
testimony may be taken in Towa. 

The grounds upon which he claims his seat are 
not snch as to make him fear anything but delay; 


and he is confident that this will appear to the 
House. At the same time, sir, itis proper T should 
say that, in my opinion, he is entitled to his seat | 
on the proof exhibited now, as much ag the sitting 
member was upon his certificate. The facts here- 
after to be shown may change the right again, and, 
therefore, I think the resolution proper; but the 
passage of this resolution does not commit the 
House against an intermediate decision nnon the 


returns as now before the committee. Whether 
that question will be made, I do not undertake to 
sav; but as it is obvious that proof of other facts 
will be necessary to a fair determination, I shall 
vote for the reaaliien authorizing it. i 
Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, said: Mr. Speaker, 
if T understand the motion of the gentleman from 
Ohio, it is, that the report of the Committee on 
Elections be recommitted, with instructions to that 
committee to report to the House all the proof that 
has been submitted to them in relation to thiscon- 
test. ' . 
Tf, sir, the object of that motion be tò wrest from 
the hands of the committee the further considera- 
t'on of this.case, T, as a member of that committee, 
will assure the House. that I have no sort of ob- 
jection to the adoption of that motion. But, sir, if 
the object be to get the proof befpre the House, for 
the purpose of acting upon it, to deprive the sitting 
member from Iowa of his seat, then, sir, I do ob- 
ject. i 
À I suppose, Mr. Speaker, that it is competent for | 
the contestant and the sitting member to make up 
the issues in this case for themselves. This, sir, 
they have done; and if the proof is examined or 
acted upon at all, it will be examined with refer- 
ence alone to the issues that the parties have seen 
proper to make up. i 
Then, sir, let.me state the issue. The contest- 


ant claims that he has been deprived, in the caleu- 
lation of the election returns, of (say) a thousand 
vates, that were given to himat a precinet called 
Kanesville. The sitting member admits that the 
contestant did receive a thousand votes at Kanes- 
ville, but insists that Kanesville is not within the 
limits of his congressional district or his State. 

Now, sir, is it fair, equitable, or right, to give 
the contestant an ex parte hearing, either before the 
committee or in this House, upon a copy of the 
poll-book that purports to have been kept at Kanes- 
ville, without giving the sitting member an oppor- 
tunity of proving the facts stated in his answer, 
that Kanesville is not within the limits of his dis- | 
trict, and therefore there were illegal votes, and 
properly excluded from the calculation of the elec- 
tion returns? 

I ask, sir, if it is proper to deprive the sitting 
member of his seat upon this floorupon this record, 
irrelevant as it is to the issues made up by the par- 


whether Kanesville is within.the. limits of the con- 
gressional district. in question, or not. And this-is 
the real issue between the parties... If, sir, this-is 
to be the course pursued by this House, this trial 
becomes.a mere mockery, rather than a procedure 
for the attainment of the ends of justice. : 
I know not, sir, what.-may be the views enter- 
tained by the contestant..upon this matter this 
morning, but suppose his. friends upon the-other 
side of the Hall are to be regarded as the exponents 
of them, But one thing | do know, sir, thatthe 
views expressed upon the other side of the House 
this morning are notin accordance with the decla- 
ration of the contestant. at the time he submitted 
his record to the consideration of the committee. 
The committee, I imagine, would have the right to 
deny the contestant an ex parte hearing upon the 
proof and the merits of the case; and this, I doubt 
not, they wonld have done, had the contestant 
made any such demand. But, sir, the records in 
question were submitted to the committee by that 
gentleman, with the avowed object of having the 
question of their admissibility alone considered 
and determined by the committee, with a view to 
proceeding to take such other testimony as might 
be necessary for the purpose of reaching the trath, 
and attaining the ends of justice; and, indeed, sir, 


by. far the most material and important record 


submitted hy that. gentleman was decided admissi- 
ble only when the contestant should make it rele- 
vant to the issue by other proof hereafter to, be 
taken. . 
Now, sir, as to the limitation of time in which 
this testimony is to be taken—that question is not 
now hefore the House; but, sir, if a limitation is 
desired, ean say for myself, (and I believe for 
every member of the committee,) that I am ready 
to vote for any limitation of time that will give to 
each party a full and fair opportunity to collect the 
facts necessary to a fair trial upon all the merits of 
this case; for Lassure you, sir, that I have no de- 
sire to protract this controversy, Or delay the de- 
cision of this case one hour beyond the time abso- 
lutely necessary for the attainment of justice, ` 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, being a mem- 
ber of the Committee of Elections, made a brief 
statement of his understanding of the case. At 
the time this resolution was drawn he, had not been 
present in committee, having been engaged upon 
business on another committee. The Committee 
of Elections, he believed, and every member of the 
House, he presumed, desired that, these parties 
should have a fair-trial. The petitioner alleged 
that he hada majority of the votes cast, but that 
the majority were not given to him, because the 
votes of the Kanesville precinct had. been rejected - 
by. the canvassing. officers... The sitting. member 
had-‘taken his seat by virtue of the Governor’s 
certificate, which the contestant alleged had heen 
given him in consequence of the rejection of the 
Sates of the Kanesville precinct. Upon this point 
the issue had been made between the two parties. 
There were two descriptions of contested cases't 
one where the returns. alone were broughtyinto 
question, and the other where the merits of the case, 
or both the merits and the returns, were involved. 
In this case, by the returns the sitting member was 
entitled to his seat. The Committee of Elections, 
therefore, had only proceeded to hear a part of the 


-testimony. The testimony of the poll-books, and 


other formal records, show who had the major- 
ity of the votes. They bad heard the evidence so 
far as it had been given, as had heen remarked by 
the gentleman from Tennessee, {Mr. Harriss} the 
documentary evidence had been received by the 
committee, but only as prima facie evidence, and 
not conclusive, because the siting member said, in 
his replication, that in point of fact the Kanesville 
precinct was not within the Congressional district; 
and he said, also, that there were votes. of aliens 
and minors, which were claimed by the contesting 
member. 

Necessarily, then, and as a matter of course, an 
issue had been made upon:the merits of the case, 
As there was no. law of Congress allowing deposi- 
tions to-be taken, the committee had applied to the- 
House to authorize them. He had only to say 
that it was necessary, in order to a fair trial of the 
case, to authorize the parties to take. depositions 
upon.due notice. Let the case be thus fairly made 
up and brought to trial, and let the seat be given to 
whichever party it belonged. 


i< Mr. STRONG said 


he did not intend to occupy 


ties? for, sir, this record does not purport to prove 


| thetime of the House 


by any extended remarks 
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in addition to those which he had already made. 
But there had been some remarks thrown out, in 
the course. of this discussion, which seemed to him 
to require an answer. He confessed he had.list- 
ened with some surprise to the remarks of the 
gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Scaencx,] who had 
fed of in this discussion, and who had seemed to 
think thatthere was something in this matter which 
required the particular attention of the House. He 
recollected that at the first session of the last Con- 
gress a resolution precisely similar to the one now 
offered for the consideration of the. House, was 
reported from the Committee’ of -Elections, in the 
case of Monroe vs. Jackson—a committee the ma- 
jority of whom were ‘the political friends of the 
honorable gentleman from Ohio. Although the 
resolution contained no limitation as to the time 
within which the depositions were to be returned, 
it had called’ forth no animadversions from the gen- 
tleman from Ohio. a 
' Mr. SCHENCK (Mr. Srrone yielding) said a 
few words in explanation, which, from his turning 
away from the reporter, were entirely lost at the 
‘desk at the Speaker’s left. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, (Mr. Srrone 
further yielding) read an amendment which he de- 
sired to propose, in order to meet the views of | 
gentlemen on both,sides of the House, which pro- 
posed to limit the time to fifty days, within which 
the depositions should be taken and returned to the 
House. 

This, he said, would give both gentlemen—the 
sitting member and the contestant—time to go to 
Towa, by their friends or attorneys, and collect 
their testimony, and neither party would have 
řeason to complain of delay or of injustice. 

Mr. STRONG (continuing) repeated thathe was 
utterly unable to see any distinction between taking 
depositions in the city of New York and in the 
State of Towa; nor could he see any reason why, 
under the resolution adopted two years ago, there 
might not have been the same delay as the gentle- 
man from Ohio seemed to apprehend now. Why 
couid not the sitting member then have given notice 
of ten days for each deposition successively, and 
continued the contest tll the close of the Con- 
gress? 

But there was some other reason at the bottom 
of this matter than those which had been submit- 
ted to the House. It had originally been said at 
the commencement of this discussion, that the 
two parties had consented toall this arrangement— 
that it was an understood matter between them— 
that depositions must be taken in Iowa; and the 
Committee on Elections were of the opinion that 
depositions taken in Iowa were indispensable to 
the proper adjudication of the case; and this very 
clause, in reference to which the gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr. Taompson] had now spoken, was 
one in which the parties had agreed. And in order 
that time might not be wasted, it was’ under- 
stood that there was a gentleman in Iowa who was 
the attorney of the sitting member, and upon | 
whom the notice could be served, thus avoiding 
the waste of time which would be occasioned by 
sending here to serve it upon the sitting member 
himself. : 

Although no disposition was manifested, per- 
haps, to cast censure upon the committee, yet 
something had been thrown out by gentlemen 
which required notice. It had been said that at 
this late period, two months from the commence- 
ment of the session, this committee had come into 
the House and asked delay by the passage of this 
resolution, in order to continue the sitting member 
in his seat. Now he did not believe the contest- 
ant himself had authorized any such assertion. | 
The committee had been together aimost every | 
day since its appointment. They had taken every | 
step in their power to facilitate the investigation, | 
and no complaint of delay on the part of the com- | 
mittee had been made, as far as he knew, either 
by the contestant or the sitting member. But | 


how had the case stood when the political friends || 


of the honorable gentleman from Ohio had con 
‘stituted a majority of this committee two years 
ago? Why, a similar resolution had not been of- 
fered until January. 


House, and at a much earlier period after the or- | 
ganization had this resolation now been offered, j 
than when at the last Congress it had been brought 
to the notice of the House. Heasked with what 
Justice it could-be-said or insinuated, thatthe com- ! 


| invevidence. The examination of the certificates of 


| dence as it now stood before the committee? Did 


{ have inserted a limitation of time in the resolution. 
At this session nearly one | 
month had beenjwasted in the organization of this |} 


| timony should be returned to the House within 
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(he would not say designedly, but as a necessary 
inference by the word. that had been used) which 
he thought required attention. It had been claimed 
that the sitting member desired delay. He deemed 
it but just to him to say that. it was an entire mis- 
conception of the facts of the case. It-had already 
appeared, in the course of this discussion, that at the 
origin of this investigation, (immediately after the 
issue was formed,).it was an understood matter be- 
tween the parties, that depositions must be taken in 
Iowa; and then application had been made by the 
contestant that the committee would, before the de- 
positions were taken, examine his vouchers, and see | 
that they were admissible; and to accommodate the 
contestantalone, the committée examined his vouch- 
ers. He apprehended, therefore, that it came witha | 
very bad grace, either for the contestant himself, 
or for any one who claimed to be his friend, to 
say that the sitting member had been the cause of | 
the delay, when all the delay had arisen from the 
contestant, who had asked them to adjudicate upon 
the admissibility of his evidence. 

But it had been said again by the gentleman 
from Ohio, that the committee were now asking, 
or the sitting member was asking, for a continu- | 
ance of the case, and the gentleman had assimi- | 
lated it to anapplication to court for a continuance 
of the case after the trial had commenced. There 
was no parallel between the cases. This was not 
an application for a continuance. The trial had 
not commenced. The first step to be taken was to 
put the parties at issue. A preliminary proceeding 
had been taken merely for the accommodation of 
the contestant, to see if his exhibits were admissible 


his exhibits was all that had been done by the | 
committee. The parties now stood upon the issue | 
as formed, and to both of them he thought he | 
might be permitted to say, parol evidence was | 
indispensable, ; 

Now, why should this matter be recommitted to 
the Committee on Elections with the instructions 
proposed by the gentleman from Ohio? Did any 
one suppose that the House could act understand- 
ingly and do justice to both parties, upon the evi- 


any man suppose that there was anything in this 


case that had not existed in the case of the con- |! 


tested election from New York, that required a 
special report from the committee? Did any man 
suppose that in this way justice would be likely to | 
be done to the two contesting parties, by submiting 
to the House the evidence on one side, and waiting | 
a month or two before the rebutting evidence was | 
presented? He apprehended that the report to the | 
House of such an imperfect abstract of the evi- 
dence which was now before the tribunal appointed 
to investigate the matter, would do injustice to one 
or the other of the parties. 

In regard to the limitation of the time within | 
which the depositions were to be taken, he felt 
that it was but just to the committee to-say, that 
had this matter been brought to their attention, 
they no doubt would have consented to a reason- j 
able limitation of the time. 

Mr. SCHENCK interposed with a word of ex- í 
planation, which was entirely inaudible to the 
reporter, 

Mr. McLANE (Mr. S. further yielding the | 
floor) desired to state to his friend from Pennsyl- 
vania and to the House, that both parties had au- 
thorized him to say, that so far as the question of 
time was concerned, a limitation of ninety days 
would be acceptable to them. 

Mr. STRONG (resuming) said he felt it to bedue 
to the committee to state, that neither of the parties 
desired that any limitations should be made. Had 
they asked it, he had no doubt but the committee 
would have inserted sach a limitation in the reso- 
lution. There was, therefore, no disposition on the 
part of the committee unnecessarily to protract this 
proceeding. Unless both parties had consented to 
it, he should have thought it probably wrong to 


But as both parties consented to ninety days, and 
as seventy-five to ninety days seemed indispensa- 
ble, if the gentleman from Ohio would so modify 
his amendment as merely to provide. that the tes- |! 


commit with instructions, and moved to amend the 
resolution by inserting the proposed limitation of 
ninety days. ; 

Mr. DISNEY said he should not have troubled 
the House in relation to this matter had it not been 
for the extremely anomalous proceedings in regard 
to it. How stand the facts? A ‘standing com- 
mittee of this House, respectable, &c., in point of 
character, ability, &c., reports that in relation to a 
most important matter confided to their care, they 
are unable to form an opinion from the facts now 
in their possession, and ask that the House will 
furnish them with means to ascertain some further 
facts. And certainly no request could be either 
more natural or more reasonable. But how was 
itmet? Why, the distinguished gentleman from 
Massachusetts and my colleague object, &e. And 
there was some ingenuousness about the objections 
and arguments of my colleague which, however 
they may have been to the House, were to me re- 
freshing. There was a touching simplicity about 
his reasoning which commended itself to me, He 
substantially demands, that because there is evi+ 
dence sufficient before the committee to indicate a 
result, they shall act upon that evidence and de- 
cide the case: not because such a decision would 
bein conformity with right—for I believe that my 
colleague did not venture to assert that—butsimply 
because it would be a decision: nat because the 
decision would be right, but because it would put 
the contestor in the seat, and put the sitting mem- 
ber out; and lest, peradventure, a further inquiry 
might reverse the judgment, and keep the contestor 
out, and the sitting member in his seat. How 
naiveté was the suggestion, that if the committee 
were permitted to inquire into all the facts con- 
nected with the case, they might arrive at a differ- 
ent conclusion from the one which they must néw 
arrive at, if compelled to decide upon the facts as 
they now. stand before them. 

hat my colleague should desire the onsting of 
the sitting member, and the installation of the con- 
į testor into his seat, knowing him as I do, excites 
no surprise in me at him; but his ingenuous con- 
fessions, I confess, have amused me. But it really 
would seem that those who desire to settle this 
; question, as reason and right demand, will hardly 
agree with such purposes as this. 

My colleague objects, and asks that the commit- 
tee shall be compelled to decide upon the facts ag 
they stand before them; or failing thus, he sub- 
stantially asks the House to discharge the com- 
mittee from the subject and to take the entire in- 
vestigation into its own hands. I say substantially, 
because to require the committee to report the facts 
as they now stand before it, in order, as he phrases 
it, that the House may determine whether further 
facts should be ascertained, will be for the House 
to enter at once upon the merits of the case, and 
to do that for which committees were specially 
created. Committees were invented for the very 
purpose of exempting the House from the labor of 
| collecting and arranging facts. They were created 
for the purpose of preparing questions for the 
House, and the policy of this body in regard to 
such committees is in precise conformity with the 
| original invention. tos 

Is the House, then, prepared to abandon sucha 
salutary practice, and to take upon itself the labor 
which it is the duty of a committee to perform? 
Hardly, as I should think. Then let your com- 
mittee have the means which they ask you to give, 
that they may possess themselves of all the facts 
which they may believe essential to a just and 
right'decision of the case. They ask what the un- 
biassed and uninterested judgment of nearly every 


| man would give; and, for one, I trust that the 
j committee will be enabled to prepare the case ag 


they desire before they submit it to the decision of 
the House. 

Mr. BAYLY, remarking that this debate had 
progressed until everybody had made up his mind 
on the question, moved the previous question. 

The question being first upon the proposed 
amendment by Mr. Scuuncx, considerable conver- 


ninety days, for one, he (Mr. Srrone) would 
have no objection to the. adoption of the amend- 


sation followed. as to the precise provision of this 
amendment, and upon points of order. 

Mr. SCHENCK reduced his- amendment to 
writing in the following form: ie Os 


1650. 


To take into their consideration. alt such petitions and 
other matters touching the election and returns in the case 
of the seat of WiLLiaAM Tompson, of the first district of 
Iowa, a sitting member of this House, contested hy —— 
Miller, and which has been referred to them; and all papers, 
evidence, and facts which have been brought before them 
in that case, and report ag soon as practicable the state of 
the case to this House; and if, in the opinion of the com- 
mittee, they ought to be further continued for additional 
testimony, then that they report the reasons why such con- 
tinuance is necessary. E 

The demand for the previous question. was 
seconded, and the main question was ordered, being 
first upon the amendment of Mr, Scnencr. 

The question was taken, and decided in the 
affirmative. ' 


So the amendment of Mr. Scnencr was adopted. 
. The resolution as amended was adopted. 


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE——-CALIFORNIA. - 

On motion of Mr. VENABLE, the House 
resumed the consideration of the special message 
of the President; the pending question being on 
the motion of Mr. Vewasie, to refer to the Com- 
mittee on Territories, and print. 

Mr. CLINGMAN, who was entitled tothe floor, 
waived his right. 

Mr. SEDDON addressed the House on the sub- 
ject of the President’s communication in reply to 
the resolutions submitted by Mr. VENABLE; at the 
close of which, there was some applause, which 
was checked by the Speaker. Flis remarks will 
be published as soon as prepared. 

Mr. SEDDON having concluded— : 

Mr. McCLERNAND moved to amend the mo- 
tion of Mr. VenaBLe, so as to refer the message to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and print; and upon that motion he de- 
manded the previous question. 

Pending this question— 

On motion of Mr. STANLY, the House ad- 
journed, 


i PETITIONS, &e. 

The following petitions were presented*and re- 
ferred ander the rule: 

By Mr. COLE: The petition of S. N. Lester and others, 
for the extension of a mail route from Prairie du Chien, 
Wisconsin, to Fort Atkiuson, Iowa, via Monona, Postville, 
ee Referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 

oads. 

Also, the petition of J. D. Wilcox, J. L. Wilcox, and 

forty-seven others, praying Congress to abolish the office of 
Chaplain, and retrain from all Jegislation upon religious sub- 
jects. Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
" By Mr. MILLSON: The memorial of Mrs. H. Saunders, 
administratrix of the estate of Capt. William Davis, praying 
compensation for the services and reimbursement of the 
expenditures of said Davis whilst in command of the United 
States transport schooner Eufaula. Referred to the Coin- 
mittee on Naval. Affairs. 

By Mr. THOMAS: The memorial of Mrs. Jane H. T. 
Greenfield, daughter of Col. Fielder Dorsett, late of Mary- 
jand, praying for remuneration for French spoliations prior 
to 1801. Referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. DOTY: The petition of five hundred citizens of 
Dodge, Marquette, aud Postage counties, in Wisconsin, for 
a mail route from Waushara, by Lake Maria, Grandville, 
aud Princeton, to Plover Portage. Referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the petition of many citizens of Wisconsin, asking 
a mail route from Oshkosh to Strongvitle, by Algonia, 
Bloomingdale, Omro, and Waukau. 

Also, the petition of H. Lyman, S. Woolverton, and 
thirty-nine others, citizens of Wisconsin, to take action in 
favor of a Congress of Nations, to preserve peace, 

On motion by Mr. LA SERE, 

Leave was grauted to withdraw the papers of A. Bour- 
douin and A. A, Roberts from the files of the House, to have 
them referred tothe Committee of Claims. ie ma 

By Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky: The petition of citi- 
gens of Kentucky and Ohio, praying an additional allow- 
ance to Samuel Dickson, an invalid pensioner. 

By Mr. SAWTELLE: The petition of Thomas Gray and 
ten others, citizens of the counties of Somerset and Frank- 
lin, in the State of Maine, praying that a mail route be es- 
tablished from North Anson to New Vineyard, in said State. 
Referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. fe 2 

By Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas: The petition of Lewis 
Snap.and John Howell. Referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the petition of Benjamin P. Jett and others, for ad- 
ditional compensation to land officers. Referred to the Com- 
tee on Public Lands. EON 

By Mr. SEDDON: The petition of Henry T. Pairo, of 
Richmond, Virginia, administrator-of John Lamb, deceased, 
Jate chief clerk in the office of the first Comptroller of the 
‘Treasury, for arrears of pay. 
Claims. 

NOTICES OF BILIS. 

By Mr. LITTLEFIELD: Notice of his intention to intro- 
duce a bill granting bounty land and extra pay [0 such sol- 
diers inthe Mexican war as were promoted and received 
commissions while in the service. 

By Mr. CONRAD: A bi ; 
act forthe relief of Frederick Durrine.” 3 

By Mr. LEVIN: A bill for the protection of the ballot- 
box, by an extension of the naturalization law to 21 years 


and eapitation tax. 


Referred to the Committee of | 


1 to amend an act entitled “An | 


‘land office at Defiance, in. Ohio, asking to be al- | 
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Mr. CORWIN presented’a petition from the |} 
late and present registers and receivers of the 


lowed commissions on entries of lands under mH- 
itary bounty land warrants; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, a petition from certain officers and sol- 
diers of the last war with Great Britain, asking 
the same allowance of bounty lands that was 
granted to those who served in the war with Mex- 
ico; which was referred to the Committee on Pab- 
lic Lands. 

Also, the memorial of Dudley Baldwin, Charles 
Stetson, and others, asking an extension of thë ad- 
miralty and maritime jurisdiction of the district 
courts of the United States to all the navigable 
waters; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. : 

Mr. DICKINSON presented the memorial of 
Geo. Wright, asking compensation for the use by 
the United States of his invention for the manu- 
facture of percussion caps; which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. GREENE presented the memorial of Wm. 
Vernon and others, asking indemnity for French | 
spoliations prior to 1800; which was referred to 
the select committee having charge of the subject. 

Mr. YULEE presented the memorial of Robert 
Butler, late surveyor general of Florida, asking 
additional compensation, and the reimbursement 
of certain legal expenses incurred while in his 
official capacity; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. WALKER presented the petition of citi- 
zens of Sheboygan, Wisconsin, asking the adop- 
tion of measures for the amicable settlement of all 
international difficulties; which was referred to the | 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. DOWNS presented the memorial of the 
heirs of Henry Walker, asking compensation for 
property destroyed by the enemy in the year 1814; 
which was referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. MANGUM presented: the memorial of A. 
R. Woolley, Charles J. Nourse, and George A. 
Bender, in behalf of the officers of the war of 
1812, asking that they may be allowed bounty | 
Jands. 

On the presentation of this memorial, Mr. Man- 
cum took occasion to express the hope that it 
might be formally and promptly considered, and 
instead of moving its reference, as had been usual 
with regard to similar petitions, to the Committee 
on Public Lands, he would move in this case that 
it be referred to the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs; which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. submitted an additional 
document relating to the petition of George R. 
Herrick; which was referred to the Commitee of 
Claims. 

Also, the memorial of Susanna Rose, widow of 
a revolutionary Soldier, asking a pension; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. COOPER presented the memorial of Joseph 
D. Drinker and other heirs of John Skyrin, ask- 
ing indemnity for French spoliations prior to 1800; 
which was referred to the select committee on the 
subject 

Mr. CHASE presented two petitions from the 
citizens of the State of Ohio, asking the adop- 
tion of measures for the amicable adjustment of 
international difficulties; which was reterred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Also, a petition from citizens of the same State, 
in favor of the reduction of postage; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Also, a petition from citizens of the same State, | 
asking that garden seeds and other horticultural 
products may besent by mail, in limited quantities, 
at the rate of postage charged on newspapers; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Also, a memorial of the Green Plain Yearly 
Meeting, a congregation of Friends in Ohio, asking 
the immediate abolition of the army and navy of | 
the United States, the abandonment of all fortii- i 
cations and preparations for war, and the abolition 
of the Military Academy at West Point. 

Also, from the same, a petition asking the en- 
actment of a law to prohibit the sale.of the public 


{| Lands.‘ : ; oy ; ; 
© Also; the petition of James Morrow, asking the # 


i 
1 


i 


which was referred. to:the Committee on Publi 


payment of certain bills. issued-by the Continental 
Congress; which was referred to the Committee 
of Claims. . y i 

_ Mr. BENTON presented the petition of physi- 
cians and other citizens of Jefferson-city; Missouri, 
in behalfof William H. Furgerson, a soldier inthe 
late war with Mexico, asking thathebe allowed an 
increase of pension; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. : ; AE 

Mr. PEARCE presented the memorial of the 
legal representatives of Robert and Alexander Mc- 
Kim, asking indemnity for French spoliations 
prior to 1800; which was referred to the select 
committee on the subject. 

Mr. CASS presented the petition of the counties 
of Allegan and Ottowa, in Michigan, asking an 
appropriation for improving the communication 
between Black Lake and Lake Michigan; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr, BERRIEN, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which was referred a bill to amend 
the several acts establishing district courts of the 
United States in the State of Florida, and to pro- 
vide for writs of error and appeal from:said courts, 
reported the same back without amendment, and 
recommended its passage. ch ht 
Mr. DOWNS, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred the petition + 
of the representatives of the settlers on the Maison 
Rouge grant, in Louisiana, reported a bill to grant 
the right of preémption to certain purchasers in 
the “ Maison Rouge grant,” in the event of the 
final adjudication of the title in favor of the United 
States, accompanied by a report; which was or- 
dered to be printed. 

Also, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 


which was referred the proceedings of a meeting 


of members of the bar of Louisiana, in relation to 
the terms of the United’ States circuit court, re- 
ported a bill to amend an act entitled * An act for 


| the better organization of the district court of the 


United States within the State of Louisiana,” 


aps 

proved March 3, 1849. k 
Mr. MASON, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which was referred the petition of John 
Mitchell, asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the same, and that it be referred to 
the Committee on Pensions; which was agreed to. 
Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Revo» 
lutionary Claims, to which was referred. the peti- 
tion of Benj. Wood, a revolutionary soldier, asked 
to be discharged from the further. consideration of 
the same, and that it be referred to the Committee 

on Pensions; which was agreed to: © ° eae 


Mr. BRADBURY, from the Committee on the 


| Judiciary, to which was referred the bill providing 


for an additional term of the United States Circuit, 
and District Court at Chicago, in the district of Jl» 
linois, reported back the same without “amend- 
ment, and recommended its passage. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the bill to divide the district of Arkansas 
into two judicial districts; reported back the same 
without amendment, and recommended its passage, 
Mr. KING, from’ the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to which was referred the memorial of 
Ladislas Wankowiez ahd G. Tochman, heirs of 
Kosciusko, asking to be protected in certain 
rights, asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the same. : 

Mr. WALKER. I think this is a matter: in- 
volving a principle of considerable importance., It 
is a subject which, I think, should receive, the no- 
tice of some department of the Government, and, 
as itis now before the Senate, it occurs to me It 
should be acted upon in some way, and perhaps 


| the Senate should pass a resolution to give it some 


degree of solemnity, which might be sent with it 
if it shonld be sent to the Secretary of State. 

Mr. KiNG. Such has not been the habit of the 
Senate. Whena question of this kind is brought 
before us, not involving legislative action, it goes 
properly to the Executive. We have nothing to 
do with this matter at the present time but to send 
it tothe Department to which it belongs. ‘To pass 
any resolution would be to depart from the ordinary 
course, and have no effect except to put the Senate 


ina position different from any it has ever occu- 


jands except to actuat settlers in limited- quantities, 


pied “before in relation to matters of this kind. 1 


í 
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trust-the Senator. from Wisconsin will think it is 
best to letit take the course which } have recom- 
mended. We must all take it for granted that the 
Secretary of State will inquire into the matter, and 
do that which is proper to defend the rights and 
promote the interest of every American citizen re- 
quiring Executtve aid. i 
. -The memorial was referred to the. Secretary of 
States 

Mr. DAYTON, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which was referred the bill to author- 
ize the change of venue in certain cases, reported 

‘the same without amendment. Baie Ts 

-. Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to which was referred the motion to print the 
report.of the Secretary of the Interior, communica- 
ting the papers relating to the application of John 
A. Rogers, reported in favor of printing the same; 
which was concurred in, 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the motion to print the report of the Secre- 

_ tary of the Interior, in relation to the public lands, 


reported against printing the same; which was_ 


concurred in. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the report of the Secretary of the Senate, 
showing the expenditures from the contingent 
fand of the Senate, reporied in favor of printing; 
which was concurred in. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the motion to print the report of the Sec- 
retary of the Senate, showing the names of the 
persons employed in his office, and salaries re- 
ceived by them, reported in favor of printing; 
which was agreed to. ; 


BILLS ON LEAVE. 


Mr. HUNTER, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to repeal so 
much of an act approved March 3d, 1849, entitled 
“ An act to establish the Home Department, and 
to provide for the Treasury Department an Assist- 
ant Secretary of the ‘Treasury, and Commis- 
sioner of Customs,” as relates to the Department 
of the Interior; which was read a first and second 
time by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Also, in pursuance of notice, a bill to establish 
a Board of Accounts; which was read a first and 
second time by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 


RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. 


Mr. CLAY submitted the following joint reso- 
lution: 

Resoived, That the joint committee on the Library of the 
Senate and House of Representatives, be authorized and 
directed to purchase the manuseript of the Farewell Ad- 
dress to the people of the United States of George Wash- 
ington, if the purchase can be effected,on just and fair 
terms in the opinion of the committee. 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Fesolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire 
into the expediency of authorizing the ciremit and district 
courts of Missouri to conform the practice and forms and 
modes of procedure to those in the courts of the State as 
prescribed by law. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN FROM FILES. 
On motion by Mr. YULEE, 


Ordered, That the petition of Eugene Van Nes, adminis- 
trator of Nehemiah Brush, and the petition of James Ed- 
wards, administrator of Edward M. Wanton, on the files of 
the Senate, be referred to the Committee of Claims. 


On motion by Mr. DICKINSON, 


Ordered, That the petition of Mangle M, Quackenboss 
and others, sureties of Samuel Swartwout, ou the files of 
the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


On motion by Mr. RUSK, 

Ordered, That the petition of Bryan Callaghan, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee of Claims. 

VERMONT RESOLUTIONS ON SLAVERY. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion to print the resolutions of the General 
Assembly of the State of Vermont on the subject 
of slavery, which were some lime since presented 
by Mr, Urnam. 

Mr. PHELPS, who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the Senate at some length upon the gen- 
eral question involved in the resolutions. Expla- 
nations were also made by Messrs.. YULEE, 
FOOTE, BUTLER, and others. 
speech and explanations will be found in the Ap- 
pendix.] 

- Mr.BUTLER, Unless othergentlemen should 
desire: now. to speak, I move that this subject 


[A report of this | 


lie on the table for the present, in order that we 
may take up the special-order sf the day. 
The motion to lay'on the table was agreed to. 


SURRENDER OF FUGITIVE SLAVES. 


Mr. BUTLER. I call for the special order of 
the day, with a view to move its postponement 
until to-morrow at one o’clock. i 

The motion was agreed to, and the bill to pro- 
vide for the more effectual execution of the third 
clause of the second section of the fourth article 
of the Constitution of the United States was taken 
up as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. BUTLER. | move that the bill be post- 
poned and made the special order for to-morrow 
at pne o’vlock. 

The motion was agreed to. 

And then the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, January 24, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


THE FRANKING PRIVILEGE. > 


Mr. ASHMUN asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to introduce a bill, of which previous 
notice had been given. 

The title of the bill was read for information, as 
follows: ‘* A bill to reduce the rates of postage 
and to abolish the franking privilege.” 


Mr. BROWN, of Indiana,. suggested that by | 


unanimous consent one hour should be set apart 
for the introduction of bills of which previous no- 
tice had been given, and which would not give rise 
to debate. 

Mr. INGE objected. And he gave notice that he 
would object to all propositions not falling within 
the regular order of business. And he called for 
that order. 

The SPEAKER stated that the first business in 
order would be the call of the committees for re- 
ports. ` 

OREGON. 


Mr. THURSTON said he hoped the gentleman 
from Alabama [Mr. Ince] would withdraw his 
objection, to enable him, by the unanimous consent 
of the House, to introduce sundry resolutions. It 
might not be understood generally by the House, 
that when he (Mr. T.) leit Oregon ‘Territory for 
the seat of government, he bore a memorial from 
the Legislative Assembly to the Congress of the 
United States; but that memorial was lost with 
his baggage on the Isthmus of Panama; conse- 
quently, when the States and Territories were 
called for petitions and memorials, he had no me- 
morial from his ‘Territory to present. He had 
therefore drawn up sundry, resolutions upon the 
subjects embraced in that memorial, which he now 
wished to offer and have referred to their appro- 
priate committees, in order that, while the House 
might be engaged in other matters, he (Mr. T.) 
might attend to his matters before the committees. 
He had waited here now nearly two months, 
without an opportunity being offered to present his 
resolutions, and his Territory had not been reached 
in the call for resolutions. 

The resolutions which he now wished to offer 
pertained to his Territory alone, were of interest to 
him more immediately than to any other member 
of the House, and were such as to call forth no 
debate, and would detain the House but a few min- 
utes. Therefore, if there were no objection, he 
would offer his resolutions in their order.” 

The resolutions were read for information, as 
ollows: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire— £ 

lst. Whether, under the third article of the treaty of 
boundary and limits, coneluded June 15, 1846, between the 
Government of the United States and tbat of Great Britain, 
the Hudson?’s Bay Company and British subjects mentioned 
in said anicle are entitled to a fee simple in the land then 
occupied by hem respectiveiy in the Tenitory of Oregon ? 

2d. What is meant by + the possessory rights of the Hud- 
son’s Bay Company aud of ail British subjects,?? mentioned 
in said article? 

3d. Whether the United States has not the right to dis- 
pose of all jands then occupied by the Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany or British subjects, by making the several occupants 
a proper remuneration for what improvements they had 


then made on said laud; and how is the amount of this re- 
i 


muneration to be ascertained 2 
4h. Whether the Hudson’s Bay Company or British suh- 
jects had at the time of said treaty “awfully acquired”? 
ethe occupation of land” in the Territory of Oregon? 
And 5th. Whether, under article fourth of said treaty, 
“The Puget’s Sound Agricultural Company,” mentioned 


in said article, are entitled to any more land than they had 
under enclosure, or in avstate of actual cultivation, at the 
conclusion of said treaty ? : 


The SPEAKER said the resolutions could only 
be introduced by general consent. 

Mr. INGE did not withdraw his objection. 

So the resolutions were not received. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the com- 


mittees for reports. 

On-motion by Mr. BAYLY, the Committee of 
Ways and Means were discharged from the further 
consideration of the memorial of S. Morris Walns 
and it was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Also, on his motion, the same committee was 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
memorial of Wm. Archer, praying for the survey 
and location of a railroad from the national me- 
tropolis to the Pacific Ocean, with specifications 
and estimates for a commercial road of three tracks; 
and also showing where the ways and means are to 
come from, to secure their completion; and the 
memorial was ordered to lie on the table. K 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, inquired whether 
the matter had not better be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. BAYLY said the plan was a visionary 
matter, and that any other reference was not 
necessary. 

Also, on his motion, the same committee was 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
memorial of citizens of Massachusetts, praying the 
establishment of a general banking law by the 
United States, by means of which to secure the 
immediate construction of a railroad to the Pacific, 
as a government work; and it was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Mr. LEFFLER asked the general consent of 
the House to introduce a bill, of which previous 
notice had been given. 

Mr. ROOT objected. 

On motion by Mr. MILLSON, the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims was discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition of Lawrence 
Van Dyke and others, heirs of Joachim Volken- 
brugh; and it was referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions. z 

Also, on his motion, the same committee was 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
memorial of C. L. Duncan, an assistant surgeon 
to the Louisiana volunteers; and it was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
the legal representatives of Thomas Jett, deceased ; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. LEFFLER, from the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions, made an adverse report on the pe- 
tition of Susan Worth; which was ordered to lie 
on the table and be printed. 

Mr. HAY, from the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
| sions, reported a bill for the relief of William Pad- 
dy; which was read twice, ordered to be printed 
i with the report accompanying, and committed to 
the Committee of the Whole House. . 

Mr. WALDEN, from the Committee on Pat- 
ents, reported a bill for the relief of Hiram Moore 
į and John Haskell; which was read twice by: its 
title, and committed to the Committee of the Whole 
House, and, with the accompanying report, or- 
; dered to be printed. 
| Mr. WILLIAMS asked the general consent of 
the House to introduce a bill granting a pension to 
Daniel Story. 

Mr. PRESTON KING objected, and remarked 
that such bills should come from a committee. 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the House resolve it- 
self into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. ASHMUN said he hoped the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Bayty] would not press that 
motion, until an opportunity had been afforded to 
members to introduce bills of which previous no- 
tice had been given. No opportunity had been 
given during the present session. He hoped that 
the States would be called in their order. 
| The SPEAKER said, the gentleman was aware 
that the motion could only be entertained by unan- 
imous consent, 

Objection was made, 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, desired ta 
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be informed by the Speaker what the order of 
business was—whether it was in order to call the 
States for resolutions, or whether resolutions gen- 
erally were in order? ; 

The SPEAKER said that neither was in order. 
The business next in order would be the consider- 
ation of resolutions heretofore offered, calling upon 
the Departments for information, and which had 
been laid over under the rule. . 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be on 
the motion of Mr. Bay.y, that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. MARSHALL expressed the hope that the 
motion would be withdrawn for a moment, in order 
that a certain resolution, heretofore introduced by 
him, (when the’States had been called for reso- 
lutions,) might be taken up and acted upon. 

The motion was not withdrawn. 

And the question being still on that motion— 

Mr. VINTON said he believed that there were 
a number of Executive communications on the 
Speaker’s table, and he would suggest whether it 
would not be better to clear the table, so that the 
business might be before the regular committees. 
After that had been done, the House could resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. í 

Mr. BAYLY. If that object, suggested by the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Viyton,] can be ac- 
complished, I shall readily waive my motion. But 
unanimous consent will be required. 

The SPEAKER said unanimous consent would 
be required to proceed to the consideration of that 
business before the expiration of the morning 

our. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I shall object 
to taking up these communications out of their 
regular order, because it will take an hour to call 
the committees for reports. 

The SPEAKER. The committees have all 
been called for reports. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. BayLy, and was decided in the negative with- 
outa division. 

So the House refused to go into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER stated that the first business 
in order was the consideration of resolutions which 
had heretofore been introduced and had been laid 
over by the rule. 


WATER-ROTTED HEMP. 


And the first in the order of these resolutions, 
was the following, heretofore offered by Mr. 


MarsHALL: 

Resolved, 'Thatthe Secretary of the Navy be dire 
report to this House,in a tabular form— 

1. The total amount of hemp annually purchased for the 
use of the American navy, by order of the Navy Depart- 
ment, since the first of January, 1841, the prices paid, and 
the dates and places of purchase; and further, to show in 
said table the proportion of foreign hemp to that of Ameri- 
ean growth and preparation so purchased annually, and the 
prices for each, respcetively. i 

2. To report to this House the results of any experiments 
upon the comparative strength of foreign hemp and Ameri- 
can water-roned hemp, which have been made under direc- 
tion, ar reported to the Navy Department, within the same 
period. ` 

The resolution having been read— __ 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, inquired wheth- 
er it was in order to move an amendment? 
The SPEAKER having replied in the affirma- 
tive ` , 

Mr. STANTON offered the following amend- 

ment as a substitute for the original resolution: 


Resolved, That the-Seeretary of the Navy be reqnested to 
inform this Ilouse what steps were takeu by the Depart- 
ment, in pursuance of the joint rosolution of 1841, to pro- 
cure domestice water-rotted hemp for the nse of the United 
States Navy, and the result in detail of the proceedings 
under said resolution. Also, to communicate a specific state- 
ment of the quantity of domestic wat k } 
chased by the Department, or ils agents, for the use of the 
United States navy, since the Sth of September, 1841, to 
the present tine; the names of the person 
hemp: was purchased, the price paid for each lot, and the 

and, if known, the State or States of this 


amount thereof; 8 of 7 
Union in which the same was grown, Also, the quantity 0 


foreign hemp purchased for the same 
same purpose, and the average pric 
year. Also, tbe steps taken by the De ue 
effect the object of the joint resolution of the 91h of May, 
1848, “respecting contacts for hemp for the use of ne 
‘American navy 3? whether any advertisement was made fs 
proposals under said resolution; what bids were made, by 
whom, for what qu 
viewer said hides if any, were accepted, and contracts 
made jn pursuance whereof; and if not, the reasons in de- 
tail why said contracts were not made; and if any orders 
have been given during the past year to suspend the pur- 


cted to 


e paid thereforin each 


er-rotted hemp pur- | 


s from whoin said į 


period of time for the j 


epartmentto carry into | 


antity of hemp, and at what price; 


chase of domestic water-rotted hemp for the use of the 
navy of the United States, the reason why such orders were. 
given. Also, to furnish this Rouse with copies of any and- 
all. reports which may have been made to the Department 
from the national rope-walk at Boston, Massachusetts, du- 
ring the period above-named, respecting the comparative 
strength and value of American and foreign hemp; and also, 
the result of similar tests which have been made at the 
Louisville, Kentucky, and St. Louis, Missouri, hemp, agen- 
cies, during the same period. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, said: My ob- 
ject in offering the amendment to the resolution of 
my colleague, [Mr. Marsua.t,] is not to super- 
sede the inquiry which he proposes, to the extent 
it goes, but to enlarge the scope of the inquiry, 
and embrace information which does not seem Lo 
be contemplated by his resolution. 

Mr.. MARSHALL said, that the only reluctance 
he felt to adopting the amendment of his colleague 
was, that it called upon the Department for detailed 
information, which he did not consider it necessary 
to embrace in the resolution. He briefly referred 
to the character of the information called for by 
the amendment. He considered it unessential to 
the object to be attained, and such as would tend 
to render burdensome the call contemplated by the 
original proposition. 

Mr. MOREHEAD declared himself indiffer- 
ent as to which of the propositions was adopted, 
though he thought that both of them called for 
infofmation which was important. ‘The inform- 
ation sought for by the amendment he regarded 
as of great importance in enabling Congress to 
H come to a conclusion how it should proceed in rela- 
tion to this matter. He referred to some of the 
results of the contracts heretofore made, as demon- 
strating the necessity of obtaining all the informa- 
tion that could be procured. 

Mr. HARALSON called for the reading of the 
resolution and amendment, which were again read. 

Mr. MARSHALL briefly pointed oat the differ- 
ence in the character of the information called for 
by his resolution and that called for by the amend- 
ment of his colleague. He hoped the House would 
not adopt the amendment. fis colleague might 
offer it as a separate resolution. 

Mr. HALL briefly sustained the amendment, 
believing its adoption to be proper and desirable. 

Mr. STANTON. Ido not know that! distinctly 


i 
i 
i 
| 


| tary to report the proceedings of the Department, 
j under the joint resolutions. of 184band 1848,:and 
not asked for by my colleague. These joint reso-- 
lutions-were intended to promote. in this country 
the culture of a. peculiar description of hemp, 
known as the ‘f water-rotted,’? and to provide for 
its use and consumption by the American navy. 
This object is one, sir, in which my constituents 
i feela deep interest, and there is great reason to‘be~ 
lieve, that great injustice has. been done them by 
the action of the Department under these resolu- 
tions. That they may be placed in possession of 
all the facts, and know the reason why the letter 
and spirit of those resolutions which, if carried 
out in good faith, would have inured greatly to 
their interest, were not pursued in the action of 
| the Department I have offered the amendment, 
and trust, sir, that the House will adopt it. 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 
and, by yeas 104, nays 64, was decided in the af- 
firmative. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

And then the resolution, as thus amended, was 
adopted, j 

Mr. BAYLY said that, anxious to get on with 
the regular business of the House, he would move 
| that the House resolve itself into. Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, said, that the 
best way to get on with the business was to pro- 
ceed with it in the order in which the rules of the 
| House prescribed that it should be disposed of, 

The SPEAKER. The motion is not debatable. 

Mr. STANLY desired to be in‘ormed by the 
Speaker whether any order of the House had been 
made in relation to printing the message of the 
President of the United States communicated” in 
; answer to the California Calhoun resolution ? 

TheSPEAKER. There has been no action by 
the House on that question. . It is the first quis- 
tion in order when the House shall proceed to the 
consideration. of business on the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. STANLY. I hope the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means (Mr. Bayty] will 
waive his motion, to allow that matter to be dis- 
posed of. 

Mr. BAYLY said, he hoped that by general 
acquiescence it might be disposed of. 


understand my colleague [Mr. Marsuaxt] as in- 
tending to charge me with a design to make war 
upon the Secretary of the Navy. But my friends 
who surround me so understood him, 

Mr. MARSHALL disclaimed having made any 
such remark. He had said that if his colleague’s 
object was to go into the reasons of the Secretary 
for not receiving the hemp, he (Mr. M.) could see 
no reason why that proposition should be thrown 
upon his. He did not think it properly belonged * 


to it. 

Mr. STANTON (continuinig.) My colleague 
disclaims any intention to charge me with such a 
design. The gentlemen who surround me assure 
me he was so understood here. I intended, sir, to 
have said to him and this House, that-L came here 
to make war upon no man, but to promote, as far 
as 1 was able, the just interests of my constituents. 
The matter under consideration is one in which the 
constituents of both my colleague and myself feel 
adeep interest. I am determined, with the approval 
of this House, to obtain ‘that information if it is 
possible to do so. ‘ 

My honorable colleague has fallen into the error | 
of supposing, that the only information asked by 
my amendment, which is not embraced by the 
original resolution, is that part of the inquiry 
| which requires the Secretary to report the several | 
States of the Union in which the domestic hemp 
purchased for the use of the navy, was grown. | 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, suggested, that 
| message could easily be reached, without deten- 
| tion, by pursuing the course of business marked 
| out by the rule. By proceeding, at the expiration 
of the morning hour, to the consideration of busi- 
ness on the Speakers table, that message would 
come up asthe first business in order. . 

The SPEAKER said that objection being made, 
the suggestion of the gentleman from North Car- 
olina [Mr. Sranxy] could not be entertained. ‘The 
next business in order would be the resolution 
which the Clerk would read, and which had here- 
tofore been laid over by the rule. 

Mr. STANLY said he begged the pardon of the 
Chair; but he had athderstood that the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. BayLy] had waived the motion 
to go into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, and that he (Mr. S.) held the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman did waive 
his motion for the purpose of enabling the House, 
by unanimous consent, to proceed to the consider- 
-ation of business on the Speaker’s table. Butthe 
Chair had understood. the gentleman from Georgia 
[Mr. Srepuens] as objecting to this course as out 
of order, and unanimous consent will be required 
| to proceed to business on the Speaker’s table. 
| ‘Lhe conversation ended. 


THE ISLAND OF TIGRE. d 
The first business in order was the following 


He implies too, sir, that this information is not 
only not important, but cannot be had. I differ 
from him in this opinion, and believe the inform- 
ation important as well as practicable. I under- 
|| stand, that for the last several years, the Depart- 
ment has had agents located at Louisville, in my 
own State, and at Saint Louis, Missouri, who have | 
made purchases of the hemp of American growth | 
used in the navy. They have doubtless kept | 
records of their purchases, and the information, | 
it is reasonable to expect, is in the possession of | 
the Department. 

But, sir, this is the least of the information asked | 
for by my amendment, and not embraced in. the 
resolution of my colleague. He cannot have failed 
to notice, that my amendment requires the Segre- | 


| 
i 
I 
i 


resolution, heretofore offered by Mr. Savace, and 
| which had been laid over by the rule: 3 


Resolved, That the President of the United’States be re- 
specttully requested to commugigate to the House «provided 
the publication thereof be not prejudicial te. the publie in- 
terest) all such information as may be within the knowledge 
of the Executive Department relative to the alleged ex- 
traordinary proceedings of the: English Government in the 
forcible seizure and occupation of the Island of Tigre, in 
the State of Nicaragua, Central America. Also, all facts, 
circumstances, orcommnnications within the knowledge of 
‘the Executive relative to any seizure, oceupation, Or at- 
! tempted seizure ot occupation, by the English Government 
| of any port, river, town, territory, or island belonging t0, or 
| claimed by, any of the States of Central America. Also, 
| that he be reqiested to communicate to. this House (if not 
ineonipatible with the public interest) all treaties not here- 
tofore pnblished, which may have been negotiated with any 
of the States of Central America, by any person acting by 


l 
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authority from the late Administration, or under the auspices 
of. the present Executive. ` 

Mri BAYLY, (to the Speaker). My motion 
to go into Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union was not withdrawn. 

Mr: McCLERNAND. I move that the resolu- 
tion be referred to the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs, l 

The SPEAKER, (to Mr. Bayty.) if the gentle- 
man insists on his motion, it takes precedence 
over the motion of the gentleman from Minois, 
(Mr. McCréxwann,] to refer the resolation to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. . 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I withdraw the motion. 

The SPEAKER. The question, then, is on the 
adoption of the resolution. ~ f 

Mr. HILLIARD. Do [understand that the mo- 
tion to refer is withdrawn ? 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I have withdrawn it. 

Mr. HILLIARD. [renew it. 

{Some cries : ‘* Vote it down. ”] 

Mr. THOMPSON, ‘of Mississippi, said he de- 
sired to say asingle word. He did not understand 
why the resolution should be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. It was a matter in 
which a call was made for information. The 
gentleman from Tennessee, who offered the reso- 
lution, desired certain information not to be found 
in the documents, and he (Mr. T.) did not sup- 
pose that the Committee on Foreign A fairs could 
furnish that information. It would be altogether 
nugatory, therefore, to send it to that committee. 

Mr. HILLIARD said he would state his rea- 
son for the motion he had made. It was well 

‘Known that the information called for by the 
resolution related to an affair which was now in 
the process of investigation between the Minister 
‘of Great Britain and our-own Secretary of State. 
It was improper 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, interposed 
with the remark, that the resolution was accom- 
panied with the reservation, usual in calls of this 
character, that the information be-communicated 
if not prejudicial to the public interests. 

Mr. HILLIARD said, that that fact did not 
make it more proper to agitate a matter which was 
now a subject of negotiation—of great delicacy, if 
not of great difficulty. By referring the resolu- 
tion, the committee could inquire whether its char- 
acter was such that it ought to pass and go to the 
President, and they would report the result of their 
deliberation to this House. He hoped the refer- 
ence would be made. 

Mr. INGE said, he thought it was entirely 
proper that the resolution should pass. The sub- 
ject was one of considerable interest, The House 
‘desired the information, and the resolution was 
simply a call for it. The objections raised by his 
colleague (Mr. Hizitarp] he (Mr. I.) thought 
were not well founded. Jf the Executive should 
think that the transmission of this information 
would disturb the pending negotiations, he could 
decline to send it. Mr. I. moved the previous 
question. i: , i 

Mr. HOUSTON asked him to withdraw it, to 
enable him (Mr. H.) to make a few remarks. 

Mr. INGE. Icannot. Iam anxious to get at 
other business. 

Mr. HOUSTON said, he would renew the mo- 
tion. 

Mr. INGE persisted in his motion. 


Mr. HILLIARD inquired of the Speaker what 


the effect of the previous question would be? 
Would it cut off the motion to refer? 

The SPEAKER said, in the opinion of the 
Chair, it would not, but would bring the House 
to a direct vote, first, on the motion to refer. 

Mr. HOUSTON again appealed to Mr. Ince. 

Mr. INGE declined to withdraw, remarking, 
that if the call for the previous question did not 
meet the sense of the House, it could be voted 
down, and the resolution would then be open-to 
debate. 

And the question having been taken, there was 
a second to the demand for the previous question; 
and the main question (being first on the motion 
to refer the resolution to the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs) was ordered, and being taken, the 
affirmative vote was announced as 85. 

Mr. SAVAGE and Mr. INGE demanded the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. INGE was understood to say, that to refer 


the resolution would be to make a final disposition | 


of it. 


‘ger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, 


The SPEAKER. Debate is notin order. _ 

The question was then taken, and decided in 
the negative—yeas 94; nays 101, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alexatider, Alston, Anderson, Andrews, 
Ashmun, Baker, Bokee, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, 
Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, E, C. Cabell, Joseph P. 
Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Clark, Con- 


Duncan, Alexander Evans; Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freed- 
ley, Gentry, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, 
Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, Houston, Howe, 
Hunter, Jackson, James L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, 
George G. King, James G. King, John A. King, Horace Mann, 
Matteson, McGaughey, McKissock, F. E. McLean, Moore, 
Morehiead, Morton, Nelson, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Pitman, 
Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Sackett, 
Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Silvester, 
Spalding, Sprague, Stanly, Alexander H. Stephens, Thad. 
Stevens, Taylor, John B. ‘Thompson, Toombs, Underhill, 
Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, Williams, Wilson, and 
Winthrop—94, 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Averett, Bay, Bayly, Bingham, 
Bissell, Bocock, Booth, Bowdon, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, 
William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, Joseph Cable, George A. 
Caldwell, Carter, Cleveland, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Dan- 
iel, Dimmick, Disney, Doty, Dunham, Durkee, Ewing, 
Featherston, Fitch,’ Fuller, Gerry, Gorman, Green, Hall, 
Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, Sampson 
W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holti- 
day, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. 
Jolmson, Jones, Julian, Kautinan, Preston King, La Sére, 
Leffler, Littlefield, Job Mann, Marshall, Mason, McCler- 
nand, McDonald, McDowell, McLanahan, Robert M. Mce- 
Lane, McMullen, McQueen, McWillie, Miller, Millson, 
Morris, Morse, Vids, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, 
Potter, Riehardson, Robbins, Robinson, Root, Ross, Savage, | 
Sawtelle, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard B. Stanton, Stet- | 
son, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, William 
Thompson, Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Wellborn, 
Whituesey, Wildrick, Wilinot, and Young—101. | 

So the House decided that the resolution should 
not be referred to the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs. 

The question then recurred, and was taken on 
the adoption of the resolution, and was decided in 
the affirmative, without a division. 


So the resolution was adopted. 


CALIFORNIA AND NEW MEXICO. 


The SPEAKER. The next business in order 
is the consideration of the message of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, in relauion to California 
and New Mexico. There is a motion pending to 
print, and to refer to the Committee on the ‘Terri- 
tories. There is also a motion pending to refer to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union; and upon this question the previous ques- 
tion had been demanded. 

Mr. WHITE inquired of the Speaker, whether 
the motion to refer to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union was coupled with a mo- 
tion to print? : 

The SPEAKER said that the motion to print 
was considered as attaching to both the motions of 
reference. : 

The demand for the previous question was then 
seconded—ayes 95, noes not counted. 

And the main question (being first on the mo- 
tion to refer to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and to print) was ordered 
to be now taken. 

Mr. STANLY asked the yeas and nays, be- 
cause, he said, he thought the message ought to 
go to the Committee on the Territories. 

Mr. BAYLY. That will delay action. 

Mr. STANLY. No, sir. ‘The Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union is forever talk- 
ing and doing nothing. The Committee on Ter- 
ritories ought to act upon this matter, and make į 
their reportto the House. 

Mr. CLINGMAN inquired of the Speaker | 
which motion took precedence? i 

The SPEAKER explained. 

Mr. BOYD rose to inquire whether a matter 
to lay on the table would not take precedence of a | 
motion to refer to the Comniittee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER assented. 

Mr. BOYD moved that the message be laid 
upon the table, and printed. 

Mr. CLINGMAN raised the point of order, 
whether this motion was in order after the previ- 
ous question had been sustained. 

The SPEAKER. According to the universal į! 
practice, so far as the Chair is informed, the mo- |! 
tion is in order. if 

{A message, in writing, was received from the | 
President of the United States, iy the hands of | 
Colonel Buss, his Private Secretary.] H 

Mr, CLINGMAN withdrew his objection, he | 


said. $ 


The SPEAKER stated thé question to be, first, 
on the motion to lay on the table, and to print. 

Mr. ROOT asked the yeas and nays. - 

Mr. BOYD. lam indifferent about the motion. 
I withdraw the motion to lay on the table. 

So the motion to lay on the table was withdrawn. 

The question then recurred on the motion to 
refer the message to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and to print it. 

A division of the question was asked and or- 
dered. : 

And the question was taken, first, on the motion 
to print—and the printing was ordered, f 

The SPEAKER then put to the Ffouse the de- 
mand made by Mr.Sranty, for the yeas and nays 
on the question of reference; and they were 'or- 
dered, and being taken, were—yeas 122, nays 73, 
as follows: 

_YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Alston, Ashe, Averett, Ba- 
ker, Bay, Rayly, Bingham, Bocock, Booth, Bowdon, Boyd, 
Albert G. Brown, W. J. Brown, Buel, Burt, Joseph Cable, 
G. A. Caldwell, Camphell, Carter, Cleveland, Williamson 
R. W. Cobb, Conger, Conrad, Daniel, Dinimick, Disney, 
Doty, Dunham, Durkee, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Freed- 
ley, Fuller, Gentry, Gerry, Giddings, Gilmore, Green, Hall, 
Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, Sampson 
W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, Hilliard, Hoagland, 
Holhday, Hubbard, Hunter, Inge, Andrew. Johnson, James 
L. Jobason, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Julian, Kaufman, 
Preston King, La Sére, Leffler, Litdefield, Job Mann, Mar- 
shall, Mason, McClernand, McDonald, McDowell, Me- 
Gaughey, McLanahan, Robert M. McLane, F. E. McLean, 
McMullen, McQueen, MeWillie, Miller, Millson, Moore, 
Morris, Morse, Morton, Ogle, Olds, Orr, Outlaw, Parker, 
Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Potter, Richardson, Robbins, Rob- 
inson, Root, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Schenck, Frederick 
P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Thaddeus Stevens, Stet- 
son, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, John B. 
Thompson, William Thompson, Venable, Walden, Waldo, 
Wallace, Watkins, Wellborn, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wil- 
liams, Wilmot, Wood, and Young—122. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Andrews, Ash- 
mun, Bokee, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, ©. Butler, 
Thomas B. Batier, E. C.Cabell, Joseph P, Caldwell, Calvin, 
Casey, Chandler, Clark, Clingman, Corwin, Crowell, De- 
berry, Dickey, Dixon, Duncan, Alexander Evans, Naihan 
Evans, Fowler, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, 
Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Houston, Howe, Jackson, 
Kerr, D. P. King, George G. King, James G. King, John A. 
King, Horace Mann, Matteson, McKissock, Morehead, 
Nelson, Otis, Phoenix, Pitinan, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, 
Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schermerhorn, 
Shepperd, Sitvester, Spalding, Sprague, Stanty, Alexander 
H. Stephens, Taylor, Underhill, Van Dyke, White, Wilson, 
and Woodward—73. 


And so the message was referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ASHMUN moved that ten thousand extra 
copies be printed. 

The motion was referred to the Committee on 
Printing. : 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the rules be suspend- 
ed, and that the House resolve itself into Commit- 
tee ofthe Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER suggested that there were a 
large number of Executive communications on the 
Speaker’s table, which it would be well to lay be- 
fore the House. : 

. The suggestion having been accepted by the 
House, the Speaker laid before it the following 
Executive communications, viz: 

A communication from the President of the 

United States, which was read as follows. 


To the House of Representatives: 

I transmit to the House of Representatives a 
copy of the convention between the United States 
and his Majesty the Emperor of Brazil, providing 
for the satisfaction of claims of citizens of. the 
United States against the Brazilian Government, 
signed at Rio de Janeiro on the 27th of January 
last, and the ratifications of which were exchanged 
in this city on the 18th instant, [tis desirable that 
Congress should prescribe the mode in which the 
claims referred to are to be adjusted, and the money 
stipulated to be paid by Brazil shall be distributed 
amongst the claimants. Extracts from the dis- 
patches of the minister of the United States at Rio 
de Janeiro, and a copy of a letter from an agent of 
the claimants, are also herewith communicated, to 
which your attention is invited. I have authorized 


| our minister to demand, receive, and give acquit- 


tances for the amount payable by Brazil, and have 
caused him to be instructed to remit the same to 
the Treasurer of the United States. 
. Z. TAYLOR. 
WASHINGTON, January 23, 1850. 
On motion, the message was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. i 


II. Also,a communication from the War De- 


partment, in compliance with the fifth section of the 
act of March 3d, 1809, accompanied by a statement 
prepared by the Second Auditor of the Treasury, 
exhibiting. the expenditures during the year ending 
the 31st December, 1849, out of the fund for the 
contingent expenses of the military establishment; 
which was ordered to lie on the table and be 
printed. : , . 

III. Also, a communication from the War De- 
partment, communicating a report from the Colo- 
nel of ‘Topographical Engineers, in answer to a 
resolution of the House of Representatives of the 
8th of August, 1848, of an examination made of 
that part of the Potomac river between the Long 
Bridge and. Georgetown, to ascertain the cause of 
the formation of the flats; also a statement of the 
cost of repairing the Long Bridge, of constructing 
a bridge across the aqueduct at Georgetown, and 
of the expense of substituting a steam ferry boat 
for the Long Bridge. 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, the 
communication was referred to the Committee for 
the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 

IV. Also, a communication from the Navy De- 
partment, made agreeably to the eighth section of 
the uct making appropriation for the naval service 
for the year ending the 30th of June, 1849; a state- 
ment of the punishments in the Navy, so far as 
received since the date of the last report to Con- 
gress on this subject. 

On motion. by Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

- V. Also, a communication from the Navy De- 
partment, transmitting a report from the Fourth 
Auditor, prepared in compliance with the resolu- 
tion of the House of 14th June, 1848, of the allow- 
ance of the several officers of the Navy and Marine 


Corps for the fiscal year 1849; which was ordered, 


to lie on the table and be printed. 

VI. Also, a communication from the War De- 
partment, transmitting, in compliance with the 
Q0th section of the act of August, 1842, a state- 
ment of the expenditures from the appropriation 
for the contingent expenses of the various offices 
and bureaus in said Department for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1849; which was ordered to lie 
on the table and be printed. 

VIL. Also, a communication from the War 
Department, transmitting, in compliance with a 
resolution of the House of Representatives of the 
3lst of July, 1848, the report by the Adjutant 
General of a list of the military officers employed 
inthe late war with Mexico. Ordered to lie on 
the table and be printed. 

VUE. Also, acommunication from the War De- 
partment, transmitting, in compliance with the 
second section of the act of May Ist, 1820, a state- 
ment prepared by the Second Comptroller of the 
Treasury, of the appropriations and expenses for 
the service of the War Department for the fiscal 
year ending 30th June, 1849; which statement 
does not include the expenses for the Indian ser- 
vice and for pensions, which were transferred to 
the Department of the Interior on the 3d of March 
last. 

On motion by Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, ordered 
to be printed and referred to the Committee on 
Expenditures in the War Department. f 

IX. Also, the annual report of the Commissioner 
of Public Buildings; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

X. Also, a communication from the Trensury 
Department, transmitting a statement prepared by 
the Second Auditor, in compliance with the joint 
resolution of the 7th August, 1848, of the claims 
of the Cherokee nation, according to the princi- 
ples established by the treaty of 1846, between the 
United States and the said Indians. PE 

XI. Also, a communication from the Patent 
Office, transmitting a statement of patents granted, 
&c., and informing the House that the report of 
agricultural statistics cannot be furnished for some 
time, 

On motion by Mr. BROOKS, the question of 
printing the usual extra quantity was referred to 
the Committee on Printing. 

XII. Also, a communication from the Treasu- 
ry Department, transmitting, in compliance with 
the llth section of the act of 1842, a list of the 
names of the clerks and other persons employed in 
said Department during the last year, and the 
sums of money paid to each. f 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the report be printed, 


and referred to the Commitee of Ways and. 
Means. : ee 
Mr, HARALSON moved to amend the motion 
to refer, by adding thereto the following instruc- 
tions, viz: 
. And that the committee be instructed to inquire into tbe 
propriety and necessity of authorizing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to employ additional temporary clerks, to assist 
the Third Auditor in the speedy settlement of accounts 
and claims against the Government, arising out of the war 
with Mexico. 


Mr. BAYLY remarked, that the subject was al- 
ready before the committee, in a communication 
from the Third Auditor. 

Mr. HARALSON said, that his reason for sub- 
mitting the instructions was, that there were claims 
which had been filed in that bureau for more than 
twelve months; and that unless additional clerks 
were granted, they would remain there for twelve 
months longer. 

Mr. THOMPSON desired to know how it hap- 
pened that there was so much more additional 
work thrown into that Department lately, The 
Third Auditor’s office, during the term of Mr. 
Hagner, was said to be the most prompt office 
under the Government. 

Mr. HARALSON replied, that there had been 
considerable accumulation of business in that office 
for the last several years; and that there were now 
not less than 15,000 to 18,000 claims for horses Jost 
in the Mexican war, adjusted there. He ex- 
pressed the wish that the instructions would be 
passed. 

Some further discussion took place (in which 
Messrs. THOMPSON of Mississippi, HARAL- 
SON, VINTON, and EVANS of Maryland, par- 
ticipated) in regard to the necessity of the addi- 


„tional clerical force asked, when 


Mr. BAYLY reiterated that the matter was be- 
fore the committee, and that they would report at 
the earliest day practicable, without the instruc- 
tions. 

The question was put, and the instructions were 
adopted; and the motion to refer, as amended, was 
agreed to. 


CHAPLAINS. 

The joint resolution from the Senate, providing 
for the election of two Chaplains, of different de- 
nominations, one for each House, coming up on 
its first and second reading— 

Mr. VAN DYKE moved the previous question. 


(on concurring in the resolution) was ordered to be 
now taken. ` 

Mr. WOOD asked the yeas and nays; which 
were refused. i 

And then the resolution was concurred in. 

Mr. VAN DYKE inquired if it was in order 
to move that the House do now proceed to the 
election of Chaplain ? 

The SPEAKER” 
order. 

Mr. VAN DYKE. I make the motion, and de~ 
mand the previous question. 

THE CUMBERLAND DAM. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, urgently appealed 
to the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. Van 
Dyxe] to waive his motion for a few moments, to 
allow a bill—the only one now remaining on the 
Speaker’s table—to be disposed. of. (it was the 
bill relating to the Cumberland dam.) 

Mr. VAN DYKE said, if the bill could be taken 
up and disposed of, without crowding out the 
question before the House, he would do so. 
This, he thought, could not be done. He could 
not, therefore, consent. 

So the motion was not waived. 


CHAPLAINS. 

Mr. McLANE moved that the motion of the 
gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. Van Dyxe] be 
laid upon the table. 

Mr. VAN DYKE asked the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER said he thought the motion to 
Jay on the table was not in order. The Chair 
also intimated that the demand made by the gen- 
tleman from New Jersey [Mr. Van Dyxe] for the 
previous question was not necessary, because the 
motion to go into the election was not debatable. 

Mr. McLANE moved to amend the motion, by 
substituting twelve o’clock to-morrow. 

Mr. TOOMBS was understood to suggest that 
the election should take the same course as had 


The Chair thinks it is in 


keeper and Postmaster. 


There was a second. And the main question | 


been ordered in relation to the election of Door- |f 


Mr. CARTER. moved to amend the motion of 
Mr. Van Dyxe, by including ‘a Doorkeéper ‘and 
Postmaster. : : 

Mr. JONES inquired of the Chair whether it 
was in order to move to postpone the élection of 
Chaplain: to the'Ist of March, 185]—the time to 
which the election of : Doorkeeper and Postmaster 
had been postponed ? ; ; 

The SPEAKER. The motion made jis, that 
the House now proceed to the election of Chaplain. 

Mr. JONES said he would move to postpone 
that election until the Ist of March, 1851. > 
_ The SPEAKER. The House has not yet de- 
termined to proceed to the election. If the motion 
of the gentleman from New Jersey be rejected, it 
will then be in order for the gentleman from 
Tennessee to make his motion. 

Mr. CARTER. Do I understand that the 
amendment which I proposed is out of order? 

The SPEAKER. What amendment does the 
gentleman propose-——— ` 
. Mr. CARTER. That the House also proceed 


i to the election of Doorkeeper and Postmaster. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair has repeatedly 
ruled that it would not be in order to proceed to 
the election of Doorkeeper and Postmaster, the 
House having postponed that order until Ist 
March, 1851. : : ni 

Mr. CARTER.- Why, then, [respectfully ap- 
peal from that decision. > i : 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
Jersey (Mr. Van Dyxe] has moved to proceed to 
the election of Chaplain. The gentleman from 
Ohio moves to amend the motion by adding, the 
election of Doorkeeper and Postmaster. The 
Chair rules that amendment out of order. From 
that decision the gentleman from Ohio appeals. 

Mr. CARTER. And calls for the yeas and 
nays. 

The yeas’and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. CARTER called for tellers. 

The House refused to order tellers. 

The question, “ Shall the decision of the Chair 
standas the judgment of the House?” was taken, 
and decided in thé affirmative. 

So the decision was affirmed, and the amend- 
ment of Mr. Carrer was ruled out of order. 

The question recurring upon the motion of Mr. 
Van Dyxe to proceed to the election of Chap- 

lain— . 

Mr. JONES rose and said he believed it was 
always in order to rise to aquestion of order. He 
now rose to a question of that kind, and he called 
upon the Speaker and upon the House to enforce 
the 17th rule, which was as follows: 


« No person, except members of the Senate, their Secre- 
tary, Heads of Departments, Treasurer, Comptroilers, Regis- 
ter, Auditors, President’s Secretary, Chaplains to Congress, 
Judges of the United. States, Foreign Ministers and their 


Secretaries, Officers who by name have received, or shall 
hereafter receive, the thanks of Congress for their gallantry 
and good conduct displayed in the service of their country, 
the Commissioners .of the Navy Board, Governor for the 
time being of any State or Territory in the Union, such gen- 
tlemen as have heen Heads of Departments, or members of 
citber braneh of the National Legislature, and, at the dis- 
eretion of the Speaker, persons who belong to sach Begis- 
laturea. of Foreign Governments as are in amity with the 
United States, shall be admitted within the Hall. of the 
House of Representatives.”” 


He (Mr. J:) asked for the enforcement of that 
rule, not to have any effect upon this particular 
oceasion. This was not his real object, but it was 
to see whether the Speaker recognized a certain 
gentleman as an officer of this House, who had 
never been elected to that office, and whether the 
members of this House would directly vote to con- 
tinue that gentleman in the position which he now 
occupied. And he also desired to know whether 
the rule had ever been complied with, which're- 
quired the Doorkeeper of this House to be sworn. 
If the members of this House—a majority of them 
—would say by their votes thata particular indi- 
vidual was the Donrkeeper of this House—— 

Mr. VAN DYKE called the gentleman to order, 

Mr. JONES. Iam upon a quesuon of order 
a DYKE. There is nothing in the 
gentleman’s question of order that has relation to 
the question before the House. — ; 

Mr. JONES. You cannot pile up questions of 

o high-——— 
Othe SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee will state his point of order. : 

Mr. JONES. Thatis my point of order which 


I have now been stating. 
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Mr. VAN DYKE. Must not the point’of order 
relate to the matter before the House? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Tennes- 
see rises to a point of order, which, if sustained by 
the Chair, would be in order at any time, viz: the 
expulsion of an individual whe, the gentleman 
claims, is not entitled to come upon the floor. The 
‘Chair understands the gentleman’s point of order 
to. be this—that. Mr. Horner, the Doorkeeper of 
the last House of Representatives, who has been 
discharging the duties of Doorkeeper during the 
present Congress, is not entitled to be here dis- 
charging those duties, but is an intruder within 
the Hall of the House of Represéntatives, and calls 
upon the Speaker to exclude him from the Hall. 

Mr. JONES. Exactly; I make this motion to 
require. the rule to be enforced, not from any dis- 
respect to Mr. Horner, but that this House may 
decide what they consider his position here. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides the point 
of order in conformity with the views several times 
expressed by him upon the same question—that 


under resolutions passed, not by this Congress, || 


but by previous Congresses, in accordance with 
the uniform practice of this Elouse, so far as he | 
has been able to examine it, from the commence- ; 
ment of this Government until the present time, 
the Doorkeeper, like the other officers of the 
House, continues to discharge the duties of his 
office until his successor is elected; that this has 
been done, as the Chair understands, by the suf- 
ferance of the House; and until the House either 
elects another officer to supply his place, or de- | 
clares that this individual shall no longer discharge 
the duties of the office, the Chair will recognize 
him as discharging the duties of Doorkeeper by 
the sufferance of the House. : 

Mr. JONES. From that decision, with all due 
deference to the Speaker’s opinion, l appeal; and’ 
I would state, if I understand the Speaker aright, 
that he does not decide that Mr. Horner is the 
Doorkeeper of this House, that he has ever taken 
the oath prescribed by our rales, or that the House 
has ever indicated by any direct action that he is 
their officer; but that because it had been custom- 
ary——because it has been the precedent in former 
Houses of Representatives to acknowledge or to 
permit the officers of the previous Houses to dis- 
charge the duties of their offices until the House 
elect their successors, Mr. Horner continues here. 
Sir, what is the effect of this doctrine? Itis, ifa 
majority of the members here think proper—— 

a CALVIN rose and called the gentleman to 
order. 


“The SPEAKER, (to Mr. Canviw.) The gen- | 


tleman from Tennessee has raised a point of order, 
and taken an appeal from the decision of the 
Chair; that appeal is debatable. 

Mr. JONES (continuing) said, that ifthe prin- 
ciple laid down by the Speaker were carried out 
in practice, a majority of the members of the 
House, if they saw fit, could continue Mr. Horner 
in office, without reélection, during his life. They 
would thus constitute him a life officer, contrary 
to the genius and spirit of the institutions under 
which we live. It would be better for them to 
come out boldly and do as the Senate had done— 
sebat defiance all law, and subvert the fandamental 
doctrine of our republican institutions, and de- | 
clare that their officers should continue for life. 

Mr. BAYLY demanded the previous question. 

Mr. JONES withdrew the appeal for the pres- 
ent, he said. i $ 

The SPEAKER. The appeal is withdrawn, 
and the decision of the Chair stands overruling 
the point of order. The question recurs on the 
motion of the gentleman from New Jersey to pro- 
ceed to the election of Chaplain, in conformity 
with the resolution just adopted. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The SPEAKER announced that the House 
would procecd to the election of Chaplain, and the 
nominations were now in order. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, inquired if it 
would now be in order to move to postpone the 
election ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it would 
be in order. 

Mr. BROWN, I move to postpone the election | 
until Saturday next at J2 o'clock. 

Mr. JONES moved to amend the motion so as | 
to poslpone the election until the lst of March, 


} 
| 
l 


The SPEAKER said it was not in order to 
move to amend a motion to postpone to a day cer- 
j tain. s 

The question was taken on the motion of Mr. 

ROWN, and decided in the negative. 

Mr. HARRIS, of. Illinois, moved to postpone 
the election until the Ist March, 1851. 

The SPEAKER said that, under the rules of the 
House, the. motion could not now be in order—no 
action having intervened since the rejection of the 
previous motion to postpone. 

Mr. HARRIS moved to adjourn. 

. The question was taken and decided in the nega- 
tive. : 2 ` 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. HARRIS now renewed his motion to pòst- 
| pone the election of Chaplain unti! the first Mon- 
i day in March, 1851, and on that motion he asked 
| the yeas and nays. ` 
| Mr. McMULLEN inquired if it would be in 
order to move to lay the election of Chaplain upon 
| the table? 


| ing the execution of an order of the House. 
Mr. COBB, of Alabama, inquired if the old 


cessor were not elected. 

! ‘TheSPEAKER. ‘The Chair thinks not. | 
| Mr. GENTRY rose and said he had received 
| the petition of 250 or 300 respectable citizens of | 


ij the district which he represented upon the subject 


| of the election of chaplains, which he desired to | 
present to the House. If the Eiouse would grant 
him their indulgence, he would briefly state the 
| character of this petition. 

Objections were made. 

So the petition was not received. 

The question recurred upon the demand for the 
| yeas and nays upon the motion of Mr. Harris. 
The House refused to order the yeas and nays. 
Mr. HARRIS asked for tellers. 

Tellers were also refused. 

The question was then taken upon the motion 


j March, 1851, and decided in the negative. 

TheSPEAKER again announced that nomina- 
tions for Chaplain were in order. 

Mr. PARKER moved that the election be post- 
poned until Saturday week. 

The SPEAKER said that the House having just 
acted upon the motion. to postpone, the motion of 
the gentleman was not now in order. 

Mr. CARTER moved that the House do now 
adjourn, ` 

_ The question was taken and decided in the nega- 
tive. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. GREEN inquired if they had been informed 
to what denominauon the Chaplain who had been 
elected by the Senaie belonged. 

The SPEAKER replied by reference to the mes-. 
| sage received from the Senate, notifying the House 


j| of the election of the Rev. Dr. Butler, of the Epis- i! 


| copal Church. 
Nominations were then made by the following 
gentlemen: 


i By Mr. Crowrtt—L. F. Morgan, Methodist | 


Episcopal. 
; By Mr. Venaste—Robert W. Cushman, Bap- 
| ust. 
| By Mr. NeweLLr—Levi S. Beebe, Presbyterian. 
| By Mr. Wisox—Ralph R. Gurley, Presbyte- 
| rian. 
By Mr. R. H. Sranron—Levi R. Reese, Meth- 
odist Episcopal. 
| By Mr. Moore—H. S.-Porter, Central Presby- 
terian. 
By Mr. Hissarp—Orville Dewey, Unitarian. 
By Mr. McCiernanp—William T. Boyakin, 
' Baptist. 
By Mr. R. W. Jounson—Henry Slicer, Meth- 
odist Episcopal. 
| ee Mr, Porrer—J. B. Donelan, Roman Cath- 
ole. 
By Mr. T. L. Harrıs—Wm. Crew, Baptist. 
Mr. HARRIS inquired of the Chair whether it 
| would be in order to nominate a gentleman of the 
|; same denomination as the Chaplain elected by the 
4 Senate? 
| The CHAIR was understood to say that it was 
; not for him to rule what the persuasion of the 
| nominee should be. 


_ By Mr. F. P, Sranron—C. C. Conner, Bap- | 
tist. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not, it be- | 


Chaplain would continue in office in case his suc- | 


| to postpone the election until the first Monday of | 


By Mr. Unverniiri— 
tionalist. 

By Mr. Hovstron—John Brooks, Society of 
Friends. ` 

By Mr. McLaniauan—Geo. H. Coffee, Metho- 
dist Episcopal. ; 

Mr. HOAGLAND moved that the House do 
now adjourn. 

Mr. KAUFMAN said, that in orderto give the 
committees time to work, he would move that 
when the House adjourned, it would adjourn to 
meet on Monday next. 

The question was taken and decided in the 
affirmative. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

The question recurring upon the motion of Mr. 


Henry Neal, Congrega- 


| Hoacianp, was taken and decided in the afirma- 


tive. 
So the House adjourned to Monday next, at 12 
o’clock. 
PETITIONS, &e. 
-The following petitions were presented and re- 
ferred under the rule: po 8 
By Mr. SACKETT: The petition of Edward S. Latham 


“and 140 other citizens of Seneca county, New York, for the 


repeal of the Jaw extending to the heirs of Wiliam Wood- 
worth the rights secured to him in 1828, by patent under the 
patent laws, for a planing machine. Reterred to the Com- 
mittee On Patents. 

Also, the petition of Seth Cole and 150 other citizens of 
Wayne county, New York, asking that the public lands 
may be sold in smal! parcels to actuat settlers, fur a nominal 
price. Reterred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, the petition of William Garlock, for a pension. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Also, the petition of Samuel Lyman and v4 other citizens 
of Wayne county, New York, tor the abolition of slavery 


+ in the District of Columbia; and making charges against cer- 


tain officers, and that certain men are imprisoned contrary 
to law; and asking that the law and practice in relation to 
passports be so amended as to abolish all distinction of 
colar. Referred to the Committee for the District of Co- 
umbia. 

by Mr. LEFFLER: The petition of Dr. N. G. Sayles, 
and 74 other citizens of Luwa, praying the establishment of 
a mail route from Bloomington, in Lowa, via Tipton, Rome, 
Anamosa, James Peak’s, Delhi, Eads Gruve, Garnville, to 
Prairie Du Chien, Wisconsin. 

Also, the petition of Dr. N. G. Sayles, and 66 other citi- 
zens of Iowa, praying the passage of a law for the estab- 
lishment of a mail route from Bellevue via Andrew, Can- 
ton, Scotch Grove, Edinburgh, and Anamosa, to Independ- 
ence, in the State of Iowa. 

By Mr. BUEL: The memorial of the city vf Monroe, for 
an increase of appropriation for the Monroe harbor; 

Also, the memorial of the city of Monroe, for a reimburse- 
ment of moneys expended there upon the public works ; 
which were referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. VINTON: The petition of sundry inbabitants of 
Athens connty, Ohio, praying for the establishment of a post 
road from Coulville to Albany, in saidecounty. Referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. REED: The petition of H. Baird, administrator 
of Dr. Absalom Baird. Relerred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Clainis. + 

By Mr. WOOD: The petition of Samuel H. Bell and 55 
others, citizeus of Wood county, Ohio, praying that certain 
wet and worthless lands in said county, brlouging 10 the 
General Governinent, be granted for the purpose of making 
roads through said lands. Referred to the Conimittce on 
Roads and Canals. 

By Mr. JACKSON: The memorial of sundry citizens of 
Enfield, Tompkins county, New York, remonstrating against 
the appropriation of our national fynds for the support ofa 
chaplain for the House of Representatives. Referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mt. WHITTLESEY: The petition of Samuel Ham- 
montree and others, praying for alievrations of the pension 
Jaws. Referred to the Comuittee on Pensions. 

: Also, the petitions of James A. Adair, R. J. Allmond, and 
others, praying for the establishment of a post route from 
Sharp’s Fork post office, in Athens county, to MceConnelts- 
ville, Morgan county, Ohio. Referred to the Committee on 


‘the Post Office and Post Roads. 


By Mr. SILVESTER: Three petitions from Ashland, 
Greene county, New York, praying for a reduction of 
postage. . 

By Mr. MANN, of Pennsylvania: The petition of Thomas 
McQuaide, Samuel Cooper, Rooert Morrison, and 44 others, 


i Citizens of Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania, stating 


they were all soldiers in the late war with Great Britain, 
and praying Congress for the enactment of a law for their 
relief. . 

By Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky: The memorial of 
Wiliam H. Paddock, of New York, praying the aid of Con- 
gress in the establishment of an Agricultural Institution at 
Washington city. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, January 24, 1850. 


Mr. HUNTER presented the memorial of the 
legal representative of John Bell, asking indemni- 
ty for spoliations prior to 1800; which was re- 
ferred to the select committee. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented additional documents 
in the case of Rufus Dwinnell; which were referred 
1 ne Committee on the Post Office and Post 

oads. 
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_Mr. BRADBURY presénted five petitions from 
citizens of Maine, praying that corporal punish- 
ment.may be abolished ‘in the Navy of the United 
States. ' 

Also, from citizens of the same, asking that the 
spirit ration may be abolished in the Navy: all of | 
which were referred to the Committee on Naval | 
Affairs. * . ! 

Mr. MORTON submitted documents relating j 
to the claim of the administrator of Darius Garra- 
son, for compensation for furnishing supplies to 
thearmy during the Florida war; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims. . 

Also the memorial of the heirs of Woodbury S. 
Nichols, asking indemnity for French spoliations | 
prior to 1800; which was referred to the select 
committee. ; 

Mr. CHASE presented the memorial of th 
Board of Trustees of the Protestant University of 
the United States in Ohio, asking a grant of publie 
land; which was referred to the Committee on 
Publie Lands. 

Mr. CLAY. Irise to present a petition trans- i 
mitted to me by the widow of a revolutionary offi- 
cer, Mrs. Merebah Chandler, of New York. She || 
states that her destitute condition, her poverty, and | 
want, cali for the means of subsistence. i 
states that her late husband, a revolutionary soldier, | 
being entitled to a pension by the act of 1818, did | 
not receive that pension, because his pride re- 
strained him from taking the oath required by that į 
act. But he is dead, and his widow is left with | 
two daughters; and she now prays that the arrears 
of the pension due to her husband according to | 
the provisions of that act,which his pride restrained | 
him from obtaining, because of the oath which | 
was required, may now be paid her. I move that | 
the reading be dispensed with, and that it be re- | 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. ` | 

The memorial was referred to the Committee on | 
Pensions. It states that her husband served six | 
years as a soldier and petty officer in the war of | 


the Revolution, and was honorably discharged by | 


i 
t 


General Washington; that he received little or no |i 


ay for his services, save the satisfaction of hav- 
ing served his country faithfully; that he never 
held office, and received no pension under the act 
of 1818, because unwilling to swear himself a pau- 
per, nor until the change of the law in 1826, from | 
which time he drew a pension until his death, in | 
1836, ten years after: She says she is so-infirm as | 
to be unable: to walk; that she is dependant on 
her pension of $80 a year as a revolutionary sòl- 
dier’s widow; that her daughters, both widows 
like herself, are destitute of property, and that her 
pension is utterly inadequate to provide her with | 
the barest necessaries of life. She asks Congress 
to grant her the eight years’ pension payable to 
her husband under the act of 1818, which he failed 
to receive through his irresistible repugnance to 
swearing himself a beggar. 

Mr. CLAY. [have also a petition from an old 
soldier-—not very old either, but one that served 
in the Mexican war, and I believe for four or five |; 

ears in the United States army. When the man 
zalled upon me to present his petition, I was really 
very much affected by his apparent sincerity, and 
the truthfulness of his narrative. He claims only | 
the small sum of twenty dollars from the Govern- 
ment, which he considers due in honesty and fair- 
ness, but which, for want of the strict legal proofs || 
required, the accounting: officers in the Treasury | 
Department: have not felt authorized to allow. | 
Congress, not being restricted by those rules of 
evidence required by the officers, may, if the evi- 
dence be satisfactory, allow the claim; and t hope | 
it will be allowed. I believe no one can read his | 
narrative without being satisfied that he tells the | 
truth and nothing but the truth. I move that the | 
petition be referred to the Committee of Claims. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee of 
Claims. The petitioner, John McAvoy, sets forth 
that he was compelled to pay twenty dollars. to | 
Captain Ford, master of a vessel chartered, as he 
believed, to carry sick and wounded soldiers to 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
! 
i 
! honorably discharged from two enlistments, 


| have been requested to present; and really, sir, I 


| scarcely presented that resolution when I was re- 


She also || who bore a petition from Pennsylvania, numerous- | 


office; that his case was rejected on the 17th May, i 
1849, on account of General Worth’s order not 
being produced, and which cannot now be done, 
and because his wife was not mentioned in the 
quartermaster’s affidavit, though she was one of 
the thirteen women allowed each company; and 
he appeals to Congress, hoping, ‘in consequence 
of his services, (having been at the battle of Oke- | 
chubbe under Colonel Taylor, and having been 
as 
appears in the records of the War Department,) al 
deaf ear will not be turned to a poor old soldier | 
whose prime of life has been spent in fighting the | 
battles of his country. i 


PURCHASE OF MOUNT VERNON. 
Mr. CLAY. I have another. petition which I 


have been very much struck with what seemed to | 
be a most remarkable coincidence. Yesterday 1 | 
submitted a resolution, which I hope the Senate 
will permit to be taken up and passed, relating to | 
the purchase of the manuscript copy of the Farewell 
Address of the Father of his Country. 1 had 


quested to go to the door, where I met a stranger, | 
| ly signed, requesting Congress to purchase Mount 
| Vernon. The petitioners state that, in their opin- |} 
| ion, that property should be national; that it is less 
| accessible in the hands of private individuals than | 
| it should be; but that if it belonged to the Repub- 
‘lic all could repair to it as to a political Mecca of 
| their country. I do not know that this object can 
| be accomplished. Itis a subject that has often been 
| discussed, beth by the public press and in public 
| and private circles of the country, and the whole 
| difficulty has been as to the use to which the coun- 
| try would apply it, ifit purchased Mount Vernon, 
| Some apprehensions fave been entertained as ‘to 


On motion by Mr. KING, 


Ordered, That the petition of George S. Gaines, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. ` 

On motion by Mr. BALDWIN, 

Ordered, That the petition of Ann Dodd, on the fies of 
the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. SOULE, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred the memorial of P. 
Pavenstedt and Schumacker, reported a bill for 
their relief. ; 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred the petition of citi- 
zens of Bangor, Maine, reported a bill making an 
appropriation for a custom-house at Bangor, in 
the State of Maine. 

Mr. DAYTON, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which was referred sundry memorials 
relating to the patent of Thomas Blanchard, re~, 
ported a bill giving further remedies to patentecs. 

Mr. CLEMENS, from the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims, to which were referred the pa- 
pers relating to the claim of Charles Gunter, rè- 
ported a bill to relinquish the reversionary interest 
of the United States to a certain reservation in the 
State of Alabama, and to confirm the title of C. G. 
Gunter thereto, accompanied by a report, which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Ordered, That the bill be engrossed and read a third time. 


Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, to which were referred the doc- 
uments relating'to the claim of William Vawters, 
reported the following resolution, which was con- 
sidered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the claim of the legal representatives of 
William Vawters, being, as appéars, for half pay, and there 
being law for the sctllement of such Claims, the memorial 


of the Interior for setvement. 


| the salubrity of its situation. Itis believed by some | 
| that, if it be not unhealthy, it might be made use | 
| of as a situation for a marine hospital, accompa- | 
| nied with botanic gardens; but whether these ob- | 
| jects can be or cannot be accomplished, I am not ; 
| prepared to say. All I ask at present is, that the 
petition be received and referred to the Committee 
t for the District of Columbia, which I think will be 
perhaps the most proper one. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. BADGER presented the memorial of Ed. 
Hilland others, asking indemnity for spoliations 
prior to, 1800; which was reférred. to the select 
committee. 

Mr. MANGUM submitted documents in rela- 
tion to the claim of the heirs of William Wood- 
worth to the renewal of his patent right; which 
were referred to the Committee on Patents and the 
Pateat Office. 


RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. 


Mr. SEWARD submitted the following resolu- jj 
tion: 

Resolved, That, in the opinion of the Senate, the Secretary 
of State may and ought to audit the elaime of Jobn Hogan, 
for his services and losses heretofore incurred, as a confi- | 
dential agent of the United States in St. Domingo, and pay | 
the balance which suail be found due, upon principles of | 
eqnity and justice, out of the contingent fund for foreign 
intercourse. | 


Mr. SEWARD submitted the following resolu- | 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire and report concerning the propriety of giving to | 
Captain David Cook, of the British barque Sarah, some suit- 
able token of the approbation of Congress of his galiant aud | 
humane conduct in rescuing the passengers, otlicers, and 
crew of the American ship Caleb Grimshaw, destroyed by 
fire on the Atlantic Ocean, and bringing thein in safety to the 
port of New York. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN FROM FILES. 


On motion by Mr. HUNTER, 

Ordered, That the memorial of Elisha Munroe, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

Also, that the petition of the Tredegar fron Company, on 
the files of the Senate, be referred to, the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. BRADBURY, 


New Orleans; that the payment has been proved 
by his afidavits filed in the Second Auditor's 


5 


Ordered, That the petition of Peter Greer, on the files of 
the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pensions: ` 


| Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on the Ju- 
| diciary, to which was referred the bill to regulate 
appeals from the trial of issues in the District of 
Columbia, reported back the same with an amend- 
ment. 

Mr. DOWNS. I have an amendment to offer 
| from a minority of the committee, which I wish 

to present now, that it may be printed for the use 
of the Senate. It is as follows: ` 

“Sec.6. And beit further enacted, That the benefit of this 
act be and the same hereby ts extended to all cases inwhich 
bills of exception may bave heen, or hereafter may be filed, 
in which the verdict on the trial onan issue from the or- 
phans’ court. has been, or may be certified by order of said 
Circuit court, or one of the judges thereof: Provided, how- 
ever, That the writ of error thereon shall be sued out within 
five years from the certificate of said verdict. 

Sec. T. And be it further enacted, That, in case the Su- 
preme Court of the United States shalt, under the provisions 
of this aet, reverse the rulings of said cireuit court, and 
award a new trial of an issue heretofore certified upon ver- 
dict, it shall and may be lawfal for the orphans? court, at 
any time hereafter, upon receiving à full transcript of the 
whole proceedings in said circuit court, touching said issue, 
and for the purpose of giving effect to any subsequent ver- 
dict which may be certified to said orphans? court, to strike 
out any judgment or order heretofore passed in said court, 
and-to make all necessary and proper entries to reinstate 
the proceedings in said orphans’ court, upon such notice to 
the parties, and in such manner as may seem right and 
proper to said orphans’ court. . 

«Sec. 8. nd deit further enacted, That it shall be law- 
fui for the Supreme Court, upon motion made, to reinstate 
on its docket any case coming within the province of this 
act, which may heretofore have been dismissed for want of 
jurisdiction only: Provided, The court shall think tae same 
right and proper”? 

The motion to print was agreed to. : 

Mr. BUTLER also, from the same committee, 
to which had been referred the memorial of Wil- 
| liam E. Aisquith, asked to be discharged from 
the further consideration of the same. 

This memorial, said the honorable gentleman, 
was sent to the Committee on the Judiciary, un- 
der an allegation that it involved a question. of 
law, which the committee should decide. The 
committee: have examined the papers with great 
care, and they find no question of law involved in 
the case; añd therefore they ask to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the memorial. 

Imay here observe that itis perhaps due to this 
gentleman that I should say a word in reference to 
this memorial. It appears that he was tried and 


and accompanying documents be referred to the Secretary 
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eashiercd by a court-martial for some alleged of- 
fence, Stung with mortification at what he régard- |} 
ed as.an injury-to himself, he joined a battalion at || 
Baltimore ag a private soldier. He went to Mex- | 
ico, where be obtained distinction and was highly | 
thought of by those who were in the battalion. 
He enlisted the sympathies and good ‘opinions of 
the officers of the battalion, and they recommend- 
ed that he be restored: to: his former rank, to which |! 
the President, Mr. Polk, assented. Whilst. at 
Vera Cruz, on his return to this country, he re- 
ceived intelligence that the Senate had not con- 
firmed the nomination. which. was. intended: to 
restore him to his rank. J suppose it was because | 
they did-not. like to interfere with the decision of 
a court-martial; om. the ground that. their action |i 
might interfere. with the commissions.or rank of || 
other‘officers. }move:that the committee be dis- |} 
charged from the further consideration of this || 
memorial. 

` The question was then taken, and the motion 
was agreed to. rf 

On motion by Mr: DOWNS, 

Ordered, ‘That the Committee on Private Land Claims he 
discharged from the farther consideration of the petition of 
Joseph P.. Williams, and that it be referred to the Committee |} 
on Public Lands. i! 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. i 


. A message was received from the President of; 
the United States, by Colonel Briss, bis Secretary, 
in answer to. the resolution of the 17th instant, | 
relative to proceedings in California, on forming a 
constitution; which was read, and, on motion by 

Mr, TURNEY, ordered to be printed, with the |! 
accompanying documents. , 

A message was also received. from the President 
of the United States, transmitting a copy of the 
convention between the United States and his Ma- 
jesty the Emperor of Brazil, providing for the sat- 
isfaction of claims of American citizens upon the 
Government of Brazil; which was read, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate |; 
a report from the Secretary of War, accompanied 
by a statement of the expenditures made during 
the ‘year ending 31st December, 1849, from the 
appropriations for contingencies of the military 
establishment; which was read. 


$ 


i 
i 
i 


I 
i 
l 
i 
i 
| 
| 
i 


| tate as to the promptings of my own heart. 


ib 


paper, which those who are conversant with the | 


history of the country at the°time will recollect 
was. published: at; Philadelphia. by. an- extremely 
respectable and intelligent gentleman, Mr. Ciay- 
poote, called the Daily Advertiser. Gen. Washing- 
ton selected that paper for the publication of his 
Farewell Address; and, after it was committed to- 
print, Mr. Claypoole proposed to return the 
original. document. to General Washington, and 
waited upon him fer that purpose; but being ex- 
tremely desirous. to possess it, he expressed his 


wish that, if the General did not wish it himself, ! 
| he would. Jike to retain it asa memorial. 


General 
Washington assented to the request; and the pa- 


per.from that day to this has been in the hands. 


either of Mr. Claypoole or some of his -descend- 
ants. 
But J was struck by an advertisement which I 


| saw some short time ago, published. in one of the 
| papers .of Philadelphia, to this effect: 


“ The original manuscript of General Washington’s vale- 
dictory address to the people of the United States will be 
sold on Tuesday, February 12, 1850, at 62 o’clock. This 


; paper, in the handwriting and bearing the signature of Gen. 


Washington, was presented, by him to Mr. Claypoole, the 
then editor and proprietor of the Daily Advertiser—the paper 
which General Washington bad selected for its publication. 
The sale will be peremptory.” 


Well, sir, when I read that advertisement, I said | 


to myself, what is to become of that precious doc- 
ument? fs it lo be sold, to be perhaps transferred 
out of the country, and made the ornament of the 
parlor of some of the distinguished men of Europe 


i —men of rank or title or literary fame—or shall it 


Sir, I-could not for a moment hesi- 
I said, 
‘ here—here in this Capitol—in the Library ofthis, 
nation, ought this document to be deposited’? 
Mr. President, man is not an abstraction.’ He 
is a being possessing feelings, sensations, and sym- 


remain here? 


pathies; and allow me to say too, sir, that, although | 
|, we may derive great pleasure from tracing the nar- 


ratives of the glory of our ancestors and the deeds 
of the men of celebrity in our own country, yet 
some physical memorial of them, some tangible, 
alpable object, always addresses itself to our 
earts and to our feelings. Sir, is there a son liv- 
ing who, on the death of his father, will not look 
with pride and satisfaction upon the objects which 


| were dear to that father during his lifetime—upon 


WASHINGTON’S. FAREWELL ADDRESS. 


Mr. CLAY. I beg eave to ask the Senate to 
allow the resolution which I presented yesterday, 
in relation to the purchase of the manuscript of the 
Farewell Address of Washington, to. be.taken up. 

The VICE PRESIDENT put the question on | 
the motion to proceed, as in Committee of the 
Whoie, to the consideration of that resolution, 
and it was agreed to. 

The resolution was then read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Joint Committee on the Library of the | have at this rnoment a broken goblet which was 
Senate and House of Representatives, be authorized and di- f 4 G al Washi Pam ce Ta h 
reeted to purchase the manuscript of the Farewell Address || used by Genera ashington, during almost the 

whole of the revolutionary war. It was in his 


to the People of the United States of George Washington, 
if the purchase can be effected on just and fair terms inthe |! camp, confided to me by an old lady of some eigh ty 
| years of age; and there is nothing in that parlor so 


opinion of the committee. H 

Mr. CLAY. Myr. President, I intended that |! much reveled, or which is an object of greater ad- 
that resolution should be a joint one, and I believe |) miration to the stranger who comes to seeme. This 
the Secretary has given it that form at my in- '! feeling of attachment to these objects, essociated 
Stance, ! with the memory of those whom we venerate, and 

Sir, I did not wish to trouble the Senate in pre- |) whom we loved during their lifetime, isnot merely 
senting this resolution. I was anxious to accom- |! a private feeling of attach ment; it is a broader, more 
plish, the object it proposes without the formality || comprehensive, and national feeling, Do we not 
of the. passage of a resolution by Congress, and I || all recollect how the hearts-of all France thrilled 
addressed myself to the Joint Committee on the 
Library in consequence of a wish to avoid the | 
passage of any resolution. The committee took 
the subject into their consideration, and came to | 
the conclusion that, as they had never heretofore 
applied the funds intrusted to them to the pur- 
chase of manuscripts without the sanction of Con- 
gress, they could not venture on any expenditure 
for the purchasing of this manuscript without 
some other authority than that which they now | 
possessed. This reply led me to the presentation 
of this resolution. If the object which it contem- |! 
plates could have been accomplished without pre- |’ pose of transporting his remains to a distant land ? 
senting it here, E would not have taken up one | 
moment of the precious time of the Senate. 

I will now state some of the motives which led 
me to the presentation of this resolution. 

It is about fifty-three years ago since General 
Washington, the Father of his Country, by univer- 
sal consent, addressed to the people of the United | 
States the document deseribed in that resolution. 
At the time. of the. preparation of it there was a 


| the cane which sustained his tottering steps in the 
| latter period of his life, upon the watch which he 
; wore, upon the horse on which he rode, upon the 
| saddle on which he sat, upon the cup-from which 
| his thirst was quenched? And, sir, is there an 
| American son of Washington, as we all are, who 
| cannot and who will not always look with pleasure 
j and satisfaction upon the objects with which his 
| name was conneeted ? 
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Sir, in my own humble parlor at Ashland, Iil 


i; countenanced and cherished by public authority, | 


‘of this country? Who is there that-would not 
trace. the paternal and patriotic advice with pleas- 
ure which was written by, bis own hand—that 
hand which, after having grasped the aword that 
achieved the liberties of our country, traced: with 
the instrument of peace the document: which then 
gave us that advice, so necessary to preserve and 
transmit to posterity the treasure he had bestawed 
upon us?’ Who is there, in. tracing that-advice to 
beware of sectional divisions, to beware of dema- 
gogues, to beware of the consequences of the.in- 
dulgence of a spirit of disunion—who is there, in 
reading those lines of truly parental advice, that 
vill net in imagination transport himself baek to 
the period when they were transmitted to paper _ 
by Washington, and think of the emotions, the 
parental and patriotic: emotions, at that precious 
moment, which must have animated his breast? 

I have said more, much more, than was neces- 
sary to secure the object I had in view—the adop- 
tion of this resolution, which isto give to the Joint 
Committee on the Library the authority to pur- 
chase. this document. | have specified no price. 
; Lt was not necessary to bargain for the document, 
|| lest advantage might be taken, I have. left it.to 
|i the diseretion of the committee, in which, I trust, 
we can all confide. F hope it will meet with the 
unanimous concurrence of the Senate. À 
|| Mr. FOOTE. I do not rise for the purpose of 
saying anything in opposition to the resolution in- 
j; troduced by the honorablé Senatoz from Kentucky, 
[Mr. Ciay.] Jt would be certainly presumptuous 
ii in me to suppose that I could add anything to what 
has-fallen from the honorable Senator from Ken- 
tucky in support of it. Nor should J utter a single 
word-on this occasion but for what has been, so 
happily: said. by the honorable Senator from, Ken- 
tucky in regard to sectional agitation, in denunci- 
ation of factionists and demagogues, and in. disap». 
probation of all schemes of disunion. Sir, no man 
holds the Union of these States. in higher regard 
| than I do. Noone places higher value than I do 
upon that compact of confederation which was es- 
tablished by the. wisdom and patriotism, of our 
forefathers; a Union between equals—a Union for 
all the purposes of justice, kind intercourse, and 
cordial good will. This Union, so. dear to Wash- 
ington and. his.compeers, has-ever been dear to me 
| also,and.to my-constituents. To-this Union, in the 
i southern. States. of the Confederacy, no: enemies 
have ever yet appeared. No such- monsters. in, 
human form will ever spring up in the South. No, 
sir; and I am proud to add, no southern. stites- 
man has ever attempted to use the governmental 
machinery of the Republic for purposes of injus- 
tice, oppression, and: for the permanent degrada- 
tion of other seetions of the Union. 

If sectional agitation, such as has been alluded 
to. by the honorable Senator from Kentucky, and 
strongly censured and deplored, has.taken place, . 
it did not originate among southern men. it ori- 
ginated in a spirit of unfairness, illiberality, and: 
rank usurpation, amongst factious demagogues, 
unprincipled fanatics, and trading politicians north 
of Mason and Dixon’s line. If geographical par- 
ties have sprung up, they have been. brought into 
| being exclusively by. northern incendiaries and 
ji their traitorous allies (few in number I should 
| hope) in one or two of the sonthern States. Yes, 
| Sir, the especial countrymen of Washington, the 
| men of the South—the descendants of that noble 
| body of men, the. Jeffersons, the Madisons, the 
Rutiedges, the Marions, the Sumters, who, under 
i| the lead of the Father of his Country, aided so 
ji effectually in establishing our national independ- 
' ence, have so demeaned themselves in this Con- 
_ federacy at all times as proudly to bid defiance to 
all charges of hostility to the Union and all the” 
sacred objects for which it was established. Let, 

; then, our guilty adversaries alone. feel the language 
| of rebuke so potently administered by the honora- 
ble Senator from Kentucky. I cordially unite 
_ with the honorable Senator from Kentucky in. de- 
| bouncing the real and only enemies of the Union, to 
whom d now allude. Let these vile incendiaries 
patiently submit to the just castigation which [ un- 
i derstand to have been inflicted upon them this 
| morning by the honorable Senator from Kentucky. 
They deserve even fiercer condemnation than has 
been bestowed upon them. I confess, though, 
that I do not expect a sudden and. complete reform 


| 


| in these unprincipled zealots, even. from the ex- 
|| traordinary eloquence of the honorable Senator 


from Kentucky; and, I. greatly fear that the pur- 


` 
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raging. i 
will not be less activé, after we shall have pur- 


chased the manuscript now offered. to us, than. Mr. PEARCE. I suggest to 


they now are. Political demagogues will still go 
on scheming and scheming, until their mischievous 
end shall be accomplished. If I thought otherwise, 
I should be willing to give many millions for this 
precious documentat once, instead of referring thè 
subject to one of our committees for their action. 
As it is, I shall vote for the resolution, as I can 
see no harm in-adopting it, and as Lam. willing to 
pay a reasonable and moderate sum to the owners 
of this manuscript in order to gratify those gen- 
erous sensibilities which have been appealed.to by 
the honorable Senator from Kentucky. 

Mr. WEBSTER. I rise to express the readi- 
ness and the cordiality with which I concur in the 
resolution. I hope it will pass: J believe it will 
be a resolution which will gratify the whole coun- 
try. I believe it will be a thing which will be 
agreeable to all who may visit the Capitol, to sec 
the Farewell Address of Washington, in his own 
hand writing, in the Library. I agree in all that 
the honorable member from Kentucky has said of 
the natural disposition of men, and of reasonable, 
intelligent men everywhere, in all countries, to see 
what might. perhaps be called the relics of the 
great and good, who might be called the benefac- 
tors of their country. 

The honorable member from Kentucky says, | 
that a goblet in the possession of Washington in 
revolutionary times, 1s now in his own possession, 
in his own house. He says it is an object always 
gratifying not only to him and his family, but to 
those who visit him. 

My principal purpose in rising was to mention 
an occurrence corroborative of that sentiment. It 
so happened that some five and: twenty years ago 
there was offered for sale to Congress a little cas- 
ket of medals from General Washington’s cabinet. 
You know, sir, tbat the old Congress, the Con- 
gress of the Revolution, voted some seven or eight 
medals—I think not more—to distinguished offi- 
cers of the revolutionary army; the first and prin- 
cipal and largest one being that presented to Gen, 
Washington. They were struck in Paris, and for 
the subject of the obverse of his medal Washing- 
ton chose his entry into Boston after the evacua- 
tion of that city by the British. It was beauti- 
fully executed, and was unquestionably a fine 
specimen of art. In like manner there were med- 
als presénted to Generals Gates, Greene, Morgan, 
and other revolutionary officers. 

Generat Washington, at some after period of his 
life, collected these medals. ‘They. were all, I 
think, struck in Paris, and there were other medals 
also, of Dr. Franklin and other eminent persons in 
civil life, not struck at the instance of Congress; 
but of the. French Government. General Wash- 
ington collected these medals in a little casket, a 
litte flat mahogany box. He placed his.own like- 
ness in the centre, and surrounded it with twelve 
others, making thirteen, to represent, as I suppose, 
the thirteen oiriginal States. ‘This casket remained 
in his. possesson till his death,'when it passed into 
the bands of his executors. About as long ago as 
L have. mentioned, some five and twenty years, 
circumstances rendered it expedient for the persons 
who held it to sell it. They desired to sell it to 
Congress for the purpose of having it placed in the 
Library. It was brought here by a member of the 
other House, (Mr. Emory,] who introduced a res- 
olution authorizing the Committee on the Library 
to purchase it. This was a proposition which 
at first seemed to be received with favor. The | 
price was not considered any great object; but a 
constitutional question arose whether Congress 
could, without a violation. of their duty and. obli- 
gations, buy that little casket, a relic which came | 
from General Washington’s cabinet. It was de- 
bated there two or three days, when, finally, by a 
vote of those who were opposed to the constitu- 
tional power, it was laid upon the table. I had | 
kept my eye upon it, and when the debate ceased 
in the [Louse of Representatives I sent and pur- 
chased the casket. Those medals are now in my 
library, together with numerous autographs of | 
General Washington, and I can say that gentlemen 
from any part of the country, who do me the honor 
to visit me; if they are acquainted with the fact that 
f possess them, inquire first for General Wash: 


jl 


| of the Judiciary © 


ington’s aut 
medals. 

` The VICE PRESIDENT, The joint- resolu- 
| tion iş now under consideration as in Committee 
of the Whole. 


ographs .and General Washington *g 


the Senator from 
Kentucky that the resolution is scarcely complete 
without a clause for an. appropriation proper to 
provide the Joint Committee on the Library with 
| the means of paying for this manuscript. 

Mr. CLAY. I do not think there can be any 
difficulty on that subject. It can be provided for 
when the appropriation bill comes in. 

Mr. KING. F rise to ask the Senator from 
Maryland, [Mr. Pearce,] as a member of the 
Joint Library Committee, a question. Is it not’ 
entirelyin the province of the Joint Committee to 
purchase such papers if they think proper, with- 
out a resolution of this kind on the part of Con- 
gress? 

Mr. PEARCE. We thonght not. The library 
fund we believed to be appropriated. for the pur- 
chase of books, and not of manuscripts, valuable 
merely as relics. 

Mr. KING. I was under the impression, and 
| certainly this is the first. time anything has oc- j 
| curred to induce a change in the opinion which [| 
| have always entertained, that the Library Com- 
| mittee had the power to purchase either printed or 
manuscript works. | think I know instances, 
| since I have been here, where the Library Com- 
| mittee have purchased manuscript books. 
| Mr. PEARCE. The Library Committee do 
| not think that they are authorized to purchase 
| manuscripts, which are valuable as relics merely. 
| Certainly they may purchase a manuscript work, 
but they would only make such purchase when | 
| the work could not be procured in print. They | 
| think they would misapply the appropriation for | 
| the increase of the librery by purchasing an 

whether manuscript or of another kind. Th 
propriation for the increase of the library would 
place very few volumes on our shelves, if it were 
| diverted ‘from its legitimate purpose to the pur- | 
i chase of interesting and valuable relics. Even if | 
| the committee had the authority they would pre- | 
| fer not to exercise it without the instruction of | 
|! Congress. : 
My. CLAY. My friend from Alabama [Mr. 
sume, hear a statement which 
yself to the 


1 
| Kine] did not, I pre 
i | made; which was, that I addressed m 
| Library Committee sol 
and certainly I: should not have offered it if that 
committee had thought itself invested with the 
power to purchase this. manuscript. But they 
thought they had not, and therefore I offered jt 
here. ; 
“Mr. KING. I'would* suggest an alteration in 
the resolution to the Senator from Kentucky. It 
is that.the Committee should be ‘ authorized,” 
and not “directed” to purchase the manuscript, 
provided it can be purchased’ on fair terms: I 
move to strike out the word “directed,” and to 
insert in lieu. thereof.the word ‘‘authorized.”’ 
Mr. CLAY. [have no sort of objection to strike | 
out the word “ directed,” but if the Senator from | 
Alabama will attend, thelatter part of the resolution | 
expressly provides for the contingency of the | 
manuscript being purchased on what, in the | 


f 
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| 
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able terms. But I have no objection to the amend- | 


relic, i, 
eap- |! 


before offering this resolution, | 


i| Address? 


oréering the resolution:to: be engrossed for a third 
reading. Fie A ee s 
“Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. If the vote is” 
about to be takenon this resolution, I shall have 
to submit a few remarks. Emade the motion to- 
pass it by informally, in-order that the specialor- 
der; now delayed for’ half an hour; might be con- 
sidered. f 

The amendment which was proposed by the 
Senator from Alabama [Mr. Kine} removes part. 
of the objections which | had to the resolution as: 
it was originally-drawn. Itis not now mandatory 
in its: terrns;. still it conveys authority, and, con- 
strued in connection with such expression as wil, 
probably, be given by-the Senate, it does; after all, 
amount to nearly a-mandate; it approaches very. 
i nearly to instructions to the committee. It be- 
comes us at the present stage of cur proceedings in 
reference to such matters, to ascertain where we 
are to stop before we take the first step; before fot- 
lowing this path, to'inquire whither it. will lead ‘us. 
We have purchased the manuscripts of Washing- 
ton, everything, even to the copy-book which he 
kept when a boy. This is but a corrected copy of 
his Farewell Address; known not to have been en- 
tirely the result of his own mind, and:if what we 
desire is merely manuscripts of Washington, we 
have enough of them to satisfy more than moder: 
ate desire. The value of the Farewell“Address is 
twofold: first, for the opinions contained in itant 
next, the authority from which, they are derived. 
‘Lam of opinion that no: benefit can result to the 
| country, or to the people generally, fronrthe own- 
ing of these sheets of manuscript. Noone scarcely 
will be allowed to read it, for it will. haveto he 
locked up securely, where it cannot be touched, he- 
cause if handled it would be secon worn out. Tt will, 
therefore, merely gratify that feeling to which the 4 
Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Cray] has so eto- 
quently alluded, and to which undoubtedly every 
heart will respond—that feeling which endears 
everything pertaining to the. beloved or venerated 
dead. But are we, the representatives of the peo- 
ple, in making appropriations from the treasury, 
| to be governed by feeling, and to draw money out 
| of the public treasury to gratify our sentiment? 
| Certainly not. We should regard no such feclings, 
i but should act as practical men. We should be- 


| 
i 
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i 


i 
t 
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i 
|! come as nearly as possible ‘ an abstraction,” to 

use the expression of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky—as far as may be, divest ourselves of all 
feeling in legislation. i 

If we are to indulge the desire to possess all obz 
jects associated with the ‘‘ Father of his Country,” 
we shali- have to purchase the walking .canes.be 7 
used, the médals and. othe- personal articles iden- 
tified with bim. by possession., His residence, the 
; battle-fields he illustrated, the routes of his marches 
‘through, the old thirteen States, over which he 
shed unfading glory, all, all, are closely associated: ~ 
with his memory. Shall they be purchased. too, 
and held as the property of the Government?. But 
- what is there so sacred in the manuscripts of this 
It is known to, have been the joint pro- 
duction of Washington: and- one, at: least, of his 
Cabinet—not the emanation of his mind alone. $ 
feel no such respect as ‘has been here expressed for 
it; and cannot perceive how this manuscript is to 
effect such happy results. Any one can havea 
printed copy, and read it; who desires. There is 
nothing to be gained by the purchase of this man-~ 


i 
Hy 


| 
H 
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opinion of the committee, shall be fair and reason- | 
t 

i 

i 


ment. 

The motion to strike out the wor 
and to insert in lieu thereof the word.“ authorized, 
was agreed to. 

The joint resolution as amend 
ported to the Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT announced the ques- 
tion to he on ordering the resolution to be engrossed 
for a third reading.” : 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 
There are a great many questions connected with | 
this resolution. Besides, there is a special order : 
of the Senate for one o’clock this day, and there- 


d “directed,” | 
395 


ed was then re- |) 


i 
Mr. Burier,} who has caused | 
I move we pass to | 


ciary Committee, [ 
the special order to be made, 
its consideration. 
Mr. CLAY. I do not think there can be a | 
single objection to the resolution, and I hope it | 
will be allowed to pass at once. The chairman | 
ommittee himself, ] am suré, 
There will be no mare.debate:. 


wishes it to. pass. 2 é.det | 
ESIDENT. The-question.is on! 


The VICE: PR 


"| useript any more than 


Mr. President: || ) £ 
il to ‘he committee, as a mere aut: 


fore, for the benefit of the chairman of the Judi- |! 


| questions the comm 


there would be in the pur- 
chase of a walking stick which Washington used. 
I must be pardoned for a want o? veneration for 


| relics, or for symbols of faith in the faithful; nay 


more, for saying that a devotion to men which exa 
tends to the inanimate objects connected, with 
hem, is an extreme unworthy of our people. We 
‘are utilitarians, and it is not in keeping with that 
i 
i 


| character to be led away by sentiment. 
ution should go 


have no objection that the resoiut 
t ority further to 
hether it would be well ʻo purchase this 
The rough :sketch of this Address, 
ith the work of. others, and showing 
, would be far more valuable . 
ye than this, the farm to which it was modified. 
and extended, and which is the same as every 
printed copy- I believe we have the first sketch 
of the Address, and perhaps a copy of it in the 
formin which. it was printed, purchased among 
the Washington manuscripts. This and other 
ittee-will have for inquiry, if 
ft to their discretion. - 


| inquire w 
! manuscript. 
| connected w 
i what was his'own 
i tor 
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Mr. BORLAND. Mr. President, I will yield 
to none in my veneration and respect for the ser- 
vices of Washington,.and | agree with the Sen- 
ator from Mississippi, [Mr. Foore,] that if the 
objects proposed by the resolution, so eloquently 
spoken of by the Senator from Kentucky, could 
be accomplished, I should be willing to vote not 
only the price required for the manuscript, but 
millions besides. Butit seems to me that the main 
object to be accomplished by the passage of this 
resolution is to reiterate what I have seen session 
after session, and what I think is disgraceful to 
many citizens of this country; that is, the disposi- 
tion to speculate upon the patriotism of the coun- 
_try, and to’ bring here and hawk about at the door 


of this Capitol, and offer to the Senate or the House | 


of Representatives, the relics of the patriots who 
achieved our independence. And, in passing this 
resolution, | consider that the only tangible object 
we accomplish by it will be to put money in the 
pockets of various speculators, who, under color 
of professions of patriotism, come here and ask 
the Senate to purchase these relics. Perhaps the 
very persons who have this manuscript for sale 
received it asa donation, or purchased it fora 
small amount, and now come here as speculators 
upon our patriotism, and ask a pecuniary com- 
pensation for it. 

Mr. CLAY. A single word. The Senator from 
Arkansas [Mr. Boruanp] is laboring under a total 
misconception in regard to this matter. 
prietors of this paper have not come here; it is not 
at their instance; not one single word has come 
from them to me, or from any friends of theirs. 
Nor is the paper hawked about the Capitol, as the 
Senator seems to. suppose, and offered for sale 
with a view to speculation or the acquisition of a 
large sum of money; no such thing. The repre- 
sentatives of the respectable Mr. Claypoole have 
not moved in the affair at all. Itis my own mo- 
tion, and if there is any responsibility in regard to 
it, E bear it, and not them. But Ido not wish to 
detain the Senate for a moment, especially as the 
Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Butter] ought 
to have been heard before this time. 

Mr. BORLAND. My remarks were not par- 
ticularly applied to the individuals offering this 
manuscript for sale. I think the Senator from 
Kentucky is mistaken in saying they have not 
been here; for I learn from Senators that the man- 
uscript has been exhibited here. ; 

Mr. CLAY, (in his seat.) I certainly had no 
knowledge of it. 

Mr. BORLAND, What I referred to was the 
practice which has hitherto prevailed of the repre- 
sentatives of distinguished revolutionary characters 
coming here and offering for sale, and getting ap- 
propriations of large sums of money for the relics 
of their ancestors. I should not be surprised, if 


` this manuscript is purchased, to have the sacred | 


bones of Washington himself brought here for sale. 
The question was then taken on ordering the 
resolution to be engrossed for a third reading, and 
it was avreed to. 
Mr. CLAY. I hope the resolution will now 
ass. 
x The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution will 
now have its third reading, if there be no objec- 
uon. 
Mr. TURNEY. 
der of the day. 
Mr. CLAY. Do I understand that the Senator 
from Tennessee objects to the third reading of this 
resolution now? 
Mr. TORNEY. My only desire is to get at 
the order of the day. G ‘ 
Mr. CLAY. That can be reached ina moment. 
Mr. TURNEY. If there will be no debate, I 
withdraw my objection, p 
The resolution was then read a third time and 
passed. 


I object, and call for the or- 


SURRENDER OF FUGITIVE SLAVES. 


The Senate then, asin Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to the consideration of the bill ‘to 
» provide for the more effectual execution of the 
third clause of the seeond section of the fourth 
article of the Constitution of the United States.” 

Mr. BUTLER addressed the Senate at some 
length, in the course of which some explanations 
were entered into by Mr, Cuase, a report of which 
willbe published in the Appendix. 

Mr. MASON. I desire to be heard, sir, upon 
the bill which is now before the Senate. 


The pro- | 


; consent of the House to introduce, with a view 
| to be laid on the table and printed, a resolution, 


Mr. CHASE, Iwas aboutto propose that the 
bill be passed by informally. ; 

Mr HAMLIN. IL understand that the honora- 
ble Senator from Virginia proposes to speak upon 
this matter, and, as it is now late, if it will be 
agreeable to him, I will move that the Senate now 
go into Executive session. $ 

Mr. MASON. I have no objection, although it 
would be as agreeable to me to proceed now as 
at any other time. i | 

The bill was accordingly passed by informally. 

On motion, it was ordered that when the Senate 
adjourns, it adjourn to Monday next. 5 

On motion of Mr. HAMLIN, the Senate pro- |! 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business, 
and, after some time spent therein, the doors were || 
reopened, and some legislative business transacted 
which is incorporated with similar business in the |! 
preceding columns. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | 
Monpay, January 28, 1850. 

The Journal of Thursday was read and ap- 
proved. if 

Mr. FEATHERSTON moved that the rulesof | 
the House be suspended, for the purpose of intro- 
ducing bills and joint resolutions of which previ- 
ous notice had been given, and that the States be 
called in their order. - 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman mean 
bills and resolutions generally, or such as do not 
give rise to debate? 

Mr. FEATHERSTON. Such as do not give 
rise to debate. 

Mr. WOOD inquired of the Speaker what was 
the regular order of business? f 

The SPEAKER said it was the call of the 
States for petitions. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Fearnersron, and, two-thirds not voting in 
the affirmative, the rules were not suspended. 

The SPEAKER. The first business in order is 
the call of the States for petitions. 

The SPEAKER, by general consent, laid be- 
fore the House certain petitions and memorials, 
among which were the following: 


ROAD TO THE PACIFIC. 


The memorial of the convention of St. Louis, in 
relation to a national road from the Mississippi 
river to the Pacific. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals. . 


MINNESOTA. 

The memorial of the Legislature of the Territory 
of Minnesota, asking an appropriation for the con- 
struction of a road from Point Douglas to St. 
Louis, 

On motion by Mr. BOYD, the memorial was 
referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 


THE CHIPPEWA INDIANS. 


A communication from the Governor of the Ter- 
ritory of Minnesota, enclosing resolutions of the 
Legislative Assembly of that Territory, on the 
subject of the removal of the Chippewa Indians. 

Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


LAWS OF MINNESOTA. 


Several laws passed by the Territory of Minne- 
sota. Referred to the Committee on the Territo- 
ries. 

Also, several other memorials of a private char- 
acter. i 


AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION. 
Mr. DISNEY rose and asked the unanimous 


which he asked might be read. 

Mr. D. made an additional remark, (of which 
nothing was heard by the reporter,) but which was | 
stated to be, that if the House should now accord 
to him the permission he asked to introduce the 
resolution, he would at some future day ask the 
House to take up and consider it; when he might | 
be inclined to present some views upon it. 

Objection was made on the right of the Chair to 
the introduction of the resolution. 

The resolution was read for information, as fol- 
lows: 


Whereas, the time has arrived when u just regard for the 
peace and welfare of the Republie demand not only a clear 
and accurate definition of the legislative power of the Gen- ! 


eral Government over the people of any Territory which 
either now belongs to the United States, or hereafter may 
he acquired by them, but also, thatsuch a definition of that 
power shall remain as a fandamental law: And whereas, the 
power of exclusive legislation over the District of Columbia. 
as a seat of Government is necessary to the nnembarrassed 
deliberations of Congress, and is obviously required by the 
dignity and necessities of the Government, while the fun- 
damental principles of oer institutions demand that, as the 
Legislature of the District, Congress, with a regard to the 
national interest, shall obey the will of its people in relauion 
to their domestic matters, and as no necessity can arise 
which will demand the sacrifice of either the power of the 
Government or the peoples rights, because they each may 
be respected by retroceding the District and selecting some 
other, where, by agreement, sucli questions may be perma- 
nently settled, and thus the interests of the Government, 
the sentiments of the nation, and the rights of ihe peopie 
be alike maintained: Therefore, 

Resolved ty the Senate end House of Representatives of the 
United Stutes of America in Congress assembled, Thatas all 
just power is derived from the consent of the governed, and 
itis the especial duty of the American people to vindicate 
this great truth, it is hereby declared that the people of every 
separate community, whether they do or do not reside in a 
Territory belonging to the United States, possess and have 
a native andinberent right to fraine their own domestic laws, 
and to establish their own local governments in all cases 
where the provisions of such laws and the cliaraeter of sucls 
governments do not conflict with the provisions and Jimita- 
tions of the Constitution or the proprietary rights of the Gen- 


j eral Government. 


Resolved, Thatin order that this acknowledgment of the 
people’s rights may forever remain in force, the Committee 
on the Judiciary be, and they are hereby instructed 10 pre- 
pare and report to the House, with proper finitations in re- 
gard to the territorial extent of each community, a snitable 
provision foran amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States, which shall ingraft on that instrament.an explicié 
declaration of the foregoing principles as an organic law, 

Resolved, That the willof the people of the District of 
Columbia of right ought at all times to govern the action of 
Congress in relation to the existenee of slavery within its 
limits. 

The resolution having been read— 

bjections were made to its introduction. 

So the resolution was not received. 

Mr. BOWLIWN rose and asked the unanimous _ 
consent of the House to allow him to offer a reso- 
lution which he had been heretofore prevented (by 
sickness in his family) from introducing, and 
which (he said) would save the House some ex- 
pense which would otherwise be incurred in rela- 
tion to the printing of an Executive document. If 
the resolution was acted upon at all, it should be 
acted on immediately. He would ask that a letter 
from the Commissioner of the Land Office on the 
subject might be read. 

Mr: FEATHERSTON said, that unless the per- 
mission were ‘made general, he should object to 
the introduction of the resolution of the gentleman 
from Missouri, [Mr. Bowxin,] or to any other 
resolution. 

The reading of the resolution was called for. 

Mr. INGE said, he shoud object not only to 
the reception of the resolution, but to its reading. 

So, the resolution was neither introduced nor 
read.” The following is a copy of it: 

Resolved, 'That the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office be, and he is hereby authorized to withdraw somuch 
of his Jate annual report, as embraces the geological report 
of Dr. D. D. Owen, with a view to enable corrections of diz- 
covered errors to be made,and the report to be compie- 
ted before printing. 


PETITICNS AND MEMORIALS, 


The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the 

tates and Territories, in their order, for petitions 
and memorials; commencing with the State of 
Maine. 

From the State of Maine: By Messrs. FULLER, 
Gerry, Goovenow, Oris and STETSON. 

From New Hampshire: By Messrs. Hipnarp, 
Tucx and Wixson. 


CONGRESS OF NATIONS, ETC. 


Mr. TUCK presented the memorial of the 
American Peace Society, praying Congress to 
inquire into the expediency of entering into inter- 
national treaties stipulating for the settlement of 


| international disputes by arbitration, and also. 


into the expediency ef 
Nations. 

Mr. TUCK moved the reference of the memo- 
rial to a select committee. 

Mr. GIDDINGS asked the yeas and nays on 
that motion; which were ordered. 

Mr. KAUFMAN rose to inquire of the Speaker” 
whether a motion to refer the memorial to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs would take prece- 
dence of a motion to refer to a select committee. 

The SPEAKER said it would take precedence. 

Mr. KAUFMAN thereupon moved that the 
memorial be referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. : : 


holding a Congress of 


` 


1850. 
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After an inquiry by Mr. BOYD of similar pur- 
port to that of Mr. KAUFMAN, ` 

Mr. GIDDINGS asked for the yeas and nays ; 
which were ordered. : 

Mr. RICHARDSON made a remark, or sug- 


gestion, of which nothing was heard on the left of 
the Chair. 3 cans 
The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Kavrmay, and was decided in the affirma- 
tive-—-yeas 190, nays 99;.as follows: 
YEAS--Messrs. Albertson, Alliston, Anderson, Ashe, 
Averett, Bay, Bayly, Bissell, Bocock, Bowdon, Boyd, Briggs, 
Albért G. Brown, Witiam J. Browa, Buel, Burt, Joseph 
Cable, George A. Caldwell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Carter, 
Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Deberry, Dim- 
mick, Disney, Dunham, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, 
Fuller, Gentry. Gerry, Gorman, Green, Halt, Haralson, Har- 
lan, Isham G. Garris, Sampson W. Harris, Hibbard, Hilliard, 
Hoagland, Holliday, Howard, Hubbard, Andrew Johnson, ji 
James L. Johusou, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, 
La Sere, Leffler, Littlefield. Job Mann ou, MeClernand, 
MeDonaid, McDowell, McLanahan, McMullen, McQueen, i 
Milson, Morris, Morse, Olds, Orr, Ontlaw, Owen, Parker, 
Peck, Phelps, Pouer, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robin- 
son, Rosa, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, Shepperd, Frederick 
P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Thoinas, Jacob. Thompson, |} 
James Thompson, John B. Thompson, William Thompson. | 
Toombs, Venahie, Walden, Wallace, Watkins, Wellborn, 
Wildrick, Williams, Wood, Woodward, and Young—100, 
NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Andrews, Ashmun, Baker 
Bingham. Booth, Breck, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, 
Thomas B. Butter, B. Carrington Cabell, Calvin, Campbell, 
Casey, Chander, Clark, Cleveland, Cote, Conger, Conrad, 
Corwin, Crowell, Daniel, Dickey, Dixon, Doty, Duer, Dun- 
ean, Durkee, Alexander Evans, Nathau Evans. Fowler, 
Freedley, Giddings, Goodenow, Gott, Gonld, Grinnell, Fal- 
Joway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Benry, Houston, } 
Howe, Inge, Jackson, Julian, Kerr. Daniel P. King, George H 
G. King, Jas. G. King, John A. King, Preston King, Horace 
Mann, Marshall, Matteson. McGunghey, MeKissock, Robert 
M. McLane, Finis E. McLean, Meacham, Miller, Moore, 
Morehead, Morton, Nelson. Newetl, Ogle, Otis, Peasiee, 
Phoenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Risley, Rackwell, Roat, 
Sackett, Schermerhorn, Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, Stan- 
ly, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Taylor, Thurman, Tuck, Un- 
derbill, 
Winthrop—s9, 


So the memorial was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. ` | 

Mr. WHITTLESEY desired to be excused | 
from voting, having paired off with Mr. HUNTER. 

A message, in writing, was received from the 
President of the United States, by the hands of 
Colonel Burss, his Private Secretary. 


The call for petitions and memorials proceeded. i 


They were presented— 

From the State of Vermont: By Messrs. Henry, 
Meacuam, and Peck. 

[Mr. MEACHAM presented resolutions of the 
Legislature of Vermont on the subject of an Agri- 
enltural Bureau, which he moved to refer to a 
select committee. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved their 
reference to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, thought that the 
resolutions should be referred to the Committee on 
the Department of the Interior, so soon as that 
committee shall have been created, as had been | 
proposed by an amendment to the rules a few days 


ago. 

EMr. PRESTON KING said debate was out of 
order, and called the gentleman from Georgia to 
order. > 

The question Was then taken, and the resolutions 
were referred to the Committee on Agriculture— 
ayes 109; noes not counted.] 

From Massachusetts: By Messrs.” DUNCAN, 
FOWLER, GRINNELL, D. P. Kine, H. Mann, and 
WINTHROP. 

From Connecticut: By Messrs. Boorn, T. B. 
BUTLER, CLeveLanp, and WALDO 

From NewYork: By Messrs. ANDREWS, Briees, 
Crarxe, J. A. Kine, P. Kine, McKissock, PHE- 
nix, PUTNAM, SCHERMERHORN, and THURMAN. 

From New Jersey: By Mr. NEWELL. 

From Pennsylvania: By Messrs. CALYIN, Ca- 
sey, CHANDLER, FREEDLEY, Hampton, McLan- 
AHAN, Moore, PITMAN, Ross, and James Thome | 
SON. 


From Virginia: By Messrs. Bayiy, Bococx, 
Epuunxpson, and McDowELL. are { 
[Mr. BAYLY remarked that he held in his hand 


bly drawn—asking for the 
establishment of a monarchy. But as Congress 
had no jurisdiction of such a subject, he declined 
to present it. If, however, there were gentlemen 
who held a different view of the right of petition, 
they might take it in charge.] 

Prom North Carolina: By Messrs. Asus, DAN- 
wL, Our.aw, and STANLY. 
From South Carolina: 

and ORR. 


a petition—which was a 


By Messrs. Hotes 


| Kina) said, the same amount that was granted to 


Van Dyke, Waldo, White, Wilmot, Wilson, and |! 


| the Committee on Public Lands. 


| adding thereto the followin, 


| There was (he was un 


From Georgia: By Mr. Owen. 

From Kentucky: By. Messrs.. Born, G. A. 
CALDWELL, James W.Jonnson, MARSHALL, MA- 
son, Morensap, and R. H. STANTON. 

[Mr. BOYD presented the constitution of the 
State.of Deseret, which, on his motion, wag re- ; 
ferred to the Committee on Territories.] : i 


: BOUNTY LANDS. 

Mr. MASON asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to introduce a bill granting a bounty in 
land to the officers and soldiers who served the 
country during the last war with Great Britain. 

Objections having been made— 

Mr. M. moved that the rules of the House be 
suspended. 

The SPEAKER stated the question. 

Mr. PRESTON KING rose to inqui 
amount of land the bill proposed to grant. 

The SPEAKER interposed, and said that no 
remarks were in order. — 

Mr. MASON (in reply to the i 


nquiry of Mr. 


the soldiers who fought in the war against Mex- | 
ico, 

The SPEAKER. Conversation is out of order. |! 

Mr. DUER rose and objected to debate, 

Mr. MASON. The gentleman asked me a) 
question, and I supposed Í had a right to answer 
him. 

Mr. M. asked the yeas and nays on his motion, | 
which were ordered; and being taken, resulted— 
yeas 146, nays 38; as follows: 

Y£AS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Alston, Anderson, | 
Andrews, Averett, Baker, Bay, Bissell, Bocock, Booth, j 
Bowdon, Bowie, Boyd, Breck, Bri William J. Brown, | 
Burrows, Burt, Thomas B. Butler, Joseph Cable, George A. | 
Caldwell, Calvin, Carter, Casey, Clevajand, W. R. We} 
Cobb, Coleock, Cole, Corwin, Deberry, Dimmick, Disney, 
Doty, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Fowler, | 
| Fuller. Giddings, Goodenow, Gorman, Gott, Gould, Green, | 
| Hall, Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, {sham G. Harris, Samp- 
son W. Harris, Hay, Hibbard, Hilliard, Hoagland, Holliday, | 
' Houston, Howard, Howe, H ubbard, Inge, Jackson, Andrew | 
i Johnson, J. L. Johnsou, Jones, Khuiman, Kerr, D. P. King, 
J. G. King, Preston King, La Sére, Leffler, Littlefield, Job 
Mann, Marshall, Mason, M 
McDowell, McGaughey, McKissock, Robert M. McLane, | 


F [i 
re what 
E 


il tion of 


; separately. 


i 
i| be acceptable to a major 


atteson, MeClernand, McDonald, || 


megt: He saw no reason why it should. be with- 
drawn. It surely could-not weaken the force of 
any bill before this House to add to it an amend- 
ment, making provision for officers and soldiers so 
meritorious as the class designated-in his proposi- 
tion. He believed that other classes ought also. to~ 


| be added, and that they would rather give strength 


to the bill than take it away. He thought that be- 
fofe this Congress should have provided for these 
worthy soldiers, and he hoped that they would. be 
placed where these revolutionary soldiers, who 
had already departed almost to a man, were 
placed. He could not withdraw the amendment. 
Mr. BURT moved to amend the amendment, 
| by instructing the committee to report a bill grant- 
ing bounty land to the troops who served in the 
Florida war. 
i Mr. VAN DYKE called for the execution of 
! the order of Thursday last, in relation to. the elec- 
Chaplain. 
The SPEAKER said the House was now act- 


|| ing under a suspension of the rules. 


‘Mr. MOREHEAD hoped, he said, that the 
amendment of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. 
Gorman] would be withdrawn, He (Mr. M.) 


i was in favor of the passage of some law in behalf 


of the soldiers of the Indian wars from"’92 to ’95, 
who underwent hardships as great, probably, as 
any soldiers ever suffered. The soldiers of the 
war of 1812 should receive some small pittance for 
the services they had rendered, and the hardships 
and privations they had endured. But cach prop- 


| osition should stand upon its own merits. Let 


this biil be passed, without the addition of any 
other class of soldiers, however meritorious they 
might be. Other propositions might be acted upon 
Ele referred to the fate of a similar 
| bill during the last Congress, to show that there 
was no surer mode of destroying a measure than 
by burdening it with provisions which might not 
ity of the House, however 
vorable issue to the 


inclined it might be to give a fa 
| original bill. 


Mr. VAN DYKE demanded the previous ques- 


Finis E. McLean, MeMalten, McQueen, Meacham, Miller, } 
Millson, Moore, Morehead, Morris, Morse, Newell, Ogle, į 
Olds, Orr, Otis, Owen, Parker, Pcastec, Peck, Phelps, | 
Phenix, Pitman, Potter, P 
| Risley, Robbins, Robinson, 
age, Sawtelle, Schenc 
Sprague, Frederick P. Sianton, 
ander H. Stephens, Stetson, Sweetser, Taylor, Thomas, 
Jacob Thompson, James Thompson,.John B. Thompson 
William Thompson, Thurman, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, 
Watkins, Wellborn, Wildrick, Williams, Wilmot, Wood, ; 
and Young—}46. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ashmun, Brooks, Chester Butler, E. 
C. Cabell, Joseph P. Catdwell, Campbell, Chandler, Clark, 
Conger, Conrad, Crowell, Daniel, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, 
Dunean, Nathan Evans, Freedley, Grinnell, Hampton, Hay- 
mond, Hebard, Henry, George G. King, John A. King, Hor- 
ace Mann, McWillie, Nelson, Outlaw, Root, Rumsey, Stan- 
ly, Strong, Van Dyke, Vinton, White, Wilson, and Wood- 
ward—3é. ' 

So two-thirds voting in the afirmative the rules | 
were suspended, and the bill was introduced. Ri 

[Mr. BOWLIN, of Missouri, stated that he de- | 
clined to vote,’ having paired off with a member, 
whose name was not heard.] Reid: 

The bill was then read twice by its title. ~ i 

Mr. MASON moved that it be referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. — 

Mr. BURT moved that the bill be referred to 
_ Such (he said) 
e established usage with bilis of this | 
d be de- į 


Rockwell, Ross, Sackett, Sav- | 


k, Seddon, Shepperd, Silvester, | 


Richard H. Stanton, Alex- i 


had been th 
kind, and he saw no reason why it shoul 
parted from in the present instance. 

Mr. MASON said, he had no particular objec- || 
tion to the Committee on Public Lands, but (he 
was understood to say) he supposed the Commit- 


suggestion. 

Mr. GORMAN 
g instructions: ‘that 
the committee include the surviving officers and 
soldiers who served under General Wayne, in the 
years from 1792 to 1795.” ait 

Mr. MASON hoped the gentleman from Indiana | 
[Mr. Gorman] would withdraw the amendment. : 
derstood to say) another 
bill covering the object embraced in the amend- 
ment. It was known that, in former Congresses, 
bills which had been introduced for the purpose 
contemplated by this, had been defeated by being 
loaded down with amendments. 

Mr. GORMAN declined to withdraw the amend- 


owell, Putnam, Reed, Richardson, |) 


! than Evans, Featherston, Gorman, 
| Haralson, Isham G. Harris, Sainps 


| Johnson, Jones, 


| hiama, Woodward, 


| lion. 
There was a second. And the main question 
as ordered to be now taken. 

Mr. McGLERNAND, with the consent of the 
House, would suggest to the gentleman from In- 
diana, [Mr. Gorman,] that if he was determined to 
insist upon his motion, he should also include in 
it provision for the men who served under Gen- 
i erais Harmer and St. Clair in the same war. 
i There was no reason. for a discrimination against 
any portion of the troops who fought and suifered 
in the'same wat. 

The first question being 
amendment of Mr. Burr to the 
| Mr, Gorman, 

Mr. ORR asked the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered, and being taken, resulted—yeas 99, nays 
80, as follows: ‘ 
ae a Bal ere 

¥ a ayly. inghal 
Briggs, Albert G. Brown, W 
B. Carrington Cabell, Joseph 
Casey, Clinginan, Williamson 
rad, Crowell, Deberry, Dimmick, 


| 
iw 
| 
| 


on ‘agreeing to the 
amendment of 


Albertson, Alston, Anderson, Ashe s 
m, Boeock, Bowdon, Bowies 
iliam J. Brown, Buel, Burt, 
Cable, Joseph P. Caldwell, 
R. W. Cobb, Coicock, Con- 
Duer, Edmundson, Na- 
Green, Halt, Hammond, 
on W. Harris, Hay, Rib- 
oagland, Holliday, Howard, lowe, Huh- 
w Johnson, James L. Johnson, Robert W. 
Preston King, La Sère, 
Lefħer, Marshall, McClernand, MeDowel, MicLanavan, 
Robert M. McLane, MeMulin, McQueen, MeWihie, Mil- 
ler, Moore, Mosc, Newcil, Ogle, Olds, Orr, Outlaw, Pheips, 
Powell, Reed, Robbins, Robinson, Root, Ross, Ruinsey, 
Schermerhorn, Seddon, Shepperd, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Richard H. Stanton, Alex. H. Stephens, Strong, Thomas, 
Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, Willian ‘i hompson, 
Thurman, Van Dyke, Wallace, Watkins, Welborn, Wil- 
aud Young—v9. 
| NAY S—Mesers. Alexander, Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, 
| Bissell, Booth, Breck, Rurrows, Chester Bader, Thomas B. 
| Buter, George Alfred Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Çurter 
| Chandier, Clark, Cleveland, Conger, Corwin, Dickey, T is 
i ney, Dixon, Doty, Duncan, Durkee, Alexander Evans, Fow- 
‘ler, Gerry, Giddings, Goadenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, 
P Harlan, Haymond, Hehard, Henry, Jackson, 
Georse G. King, John A. King, Linleficld, 
Job Mann, Mason, Matieson, McGaughey, 
B. McLean, Meacham, Morehead, Mor- 
äJee, Phænix, Pitman, Potter, Putnam, 
Rockwell, Sackett, Sawtelle, Sehengk, 
Stetson, Sweetser, Taylor, Tuck, Wat- 
Wildrick, Wilmot, Wilson, Wintorop, 


hard, Hilliard, H 
bard, Inge, Andre 
Kaufman, Kerr, 


i 


! McKissock, Finis 


Silvester, Sprague, 
en, Waldo, White, 
and Wood—80. 


So the amendment to the amendment was 


agreed to. 
{When 
rose to make a que 


the name of Mr. Savacz Was called, he 
stion under the 46th rule of the 
à 
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House, as to his right to.vote, he having servgd in 
the Mexiean war. ‘The Chair ruled that the point 
was.made too late; thatit should have been made 
before the roll was called.] ; 

` The question then recurred on the amendment 
of Mr. Gorman, as thus amended. 

And it-was agreed to. 


And the. bill with these instructions. was referred | 


-to the Committee on Public Lands. 


PEACE CONGRESS. 


The call for petitions and memorials proceeded. 
The State of Ohio being called— ` 

Mr. CROWELL rose and presented. a petition 

from citizens of the State of Ohio, praying Con- 
gress to take measures to establish a Board of Ar- 
bitration or fora Congress of Nations to settle inter- 
_national disputes without a resort to arms. 
Mr. C. moved the reference of the memorial to 
asélect committee. 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved its ref- 
erence to the Commiittee on Foreign Affairs. 

, Mr. INGE moved that the memorial be laid on 

the table. 

After'a brief conversation, a motion was made 
‘by Mr. JONES that the House adjourn. 

“The motion was rejected; and the motion to 
lay the memorial on the table was rejected. 

‘The question recurring on the motion to refer 
the memorial to the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs— 

Mr. CROWELL asked the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered ; and being taken, were— 
yeas 85, nays 97, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Alston, Anderson, Bay, Bayly, 
Bocoek, Bowdon, Albert G. Brown, Wm? J. Brown, Buel, 
Burt, E. C. Cabell, G. A. Caldwell, J. P. Caldwell, W. R. 
"W. Cobb, Coleotk, Deberry, Dimunick, Disney, Edmund- 
son, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, Gentry, Gerry, Gor- 
mon, Green, Hall, Hammond, taralson, I. G. Harris, S. W. 
“Harris, Hibbard, Hilliard, Hoagland, Holliday, Howard, 
‘Hubbard, Andrew Johnson, James L. Johnson, Robert W. 
Joabnson, Jones, Kaufman, La Sére, Leffler, Littlefield, Job 
Mann, Mason, MeClernand, McDowell, Finis E. McLean, 
McMullen, MeQueen, MeWillie, Milson, Morris, Morse, 
Olds, Orr, Outlaw, Owen, Parker, Phelps, Potter, Powell, 
Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Savage. Sawtelle, 
Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Alexander H. 
Stephens, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Venable, Wallace, 
Watkins, Wellborn, Wildrick, Williams, Woodward, and 

Young—%5 

NAYS—Messrs, Alexander, Andrews, Ashmun, Bissell, 
Booth, Bowic, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, C. Butler, 
T. B, But er, Calvin, Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chandler, 
Clark, Cleveland, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, 
‘Daniel, Dickey, Dixon, Doty, Duncan, Burkee, Alexander 
Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Giddings, Goodenow, Gott, 
Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Hartan, Hay, Hay- 
moud, Hebard, Henry, Howe, Inge, Jackson, Julian, Kerr, 


Daniel P. King; George G. King, James G. King, John 
A. King, Preston King, Uorace Mann, Marshall, Matteson, 


“Lane, Meacham, 


3 ester, Spalding, 
Sprague, Stewou, strong, Taylor, Wilian Thompson‘ 
Thurman, Tack, Underhill, Van Dyke, Viuton, Walden, 
Waldo, White, Wilmot, Wilson, and Winthrop.—$7 

So the memorial was not referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

The question then recurring on the motion to 
refer to a select committee, 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved that 
the whole subject be laid on the table. He thought, 
he said, that this foolery had gone far enough. 
Andon his motion he asked the yeas and nays: 

And, thereupon, pending the question, 

: 3: 

Ehe House adjourned. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. PHOENIX give notice that he would, at an carly 
gay, ask leave to i::voduee a bill to amend the warehouse 
pail. 

Mr. SIBLEY gave notice of a hill “to provide for the 
eonsiruction of certain roads in the Territory of Minnesota.” 


PETITIONS, &c. 

The following petitions were presented under 
the rule, and appropriately referred : 

By Mr, ALBERTON: The petition of William Schnee 
and 115 ome ns of Posey county, Indiana, praving 
for the abolitiou of the Chapiaincy ia 
d navy. 

Lhe petition of Amaziah Billings and 
the crection of a lighthouse on Fav’s 
Brooklin, county ot Hancock, for the 
oe of vessels sailing into and from ‘ie 
Harbors of Eltiswo: Blue Ai, Surry, Scaville, Mouut 
Desert, Tremont, Deer [stand and Sedgwick. 

Also, a petition of Hezekiah Means and 35 others, for 
a similar purpose, 

By Mr. BAYLY : The 
ministrator of P 
praying for the p 
tion- of: French 


3 praying fes 
in the town G. 
safety and conve 


petition of Robert Anderson, ad- 
< MeCauly and Alexander MecCayiy 
e of a law to provide for the satis ~? 
tions prior to 1500. 


T 


j 
{ 
i 


H 


| the army and navy, for military schools:and {Indian stations; 


| mit county, Ohio, praying Congress to tike measures to || 


Also, of Alfred Billups, heir of Joice Billups, with a 
similar prayer. i 

Also, of John Simkins and John A. Brickhouse, adminis- } 
trators of Covington. Simkins, with a similar prayer. 

Also, the petition. of George W. Everitt, of Phillips, 
Maine, praying for an alteration of the Jaw regulating the 
postage upon hewspapers and reviews. 

By Mr. BUTLER, of Connecticut: The petition of Hen- 
ry B. Glover, and 117 others, for reduction of postage. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. GOODENOW : ‘The petition of Moses Carlton, of 
Wiscasset, Maine ; also the petition of the heirs of Captain 
William Foster, late of Wiscasset, and Erastus Foote, at- {i 


torney, administrator and-assignee of H. Woodbury, for |}. 


indemnity for French spoliations prior to 1800, generally. 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. BRIGGS: Resolutions of the Legislature of the 
State of New York, praying Congress to set apart a portion 
of the public domain to exiles from Hungary, and to all act- 
ual settlers, being citizens of the United States, a similar 
portion of the public domain, free of charge. Referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. PRESTON KING: The petition of citizens of 
Broome ‘county, New York, for the liberation from prison of 
Drayton and Sayre, and asking the attention of Congress to 
the refusal of the Seeretary of State to grant a passport to 
Henry Hambleton, on account of his color, and for other 
purposes. Referred to the Committee on the District of Co- 
Jumbia. 

Also, the petition of C. Gurney and others, from the State 
of Michigan, asking the attention of Congress to the im- 
prisonment of Drayton and Sayre, in the District of Colam- |: 
bia, and to other grievances. Referred to the Committee 


officers of our army in the late war with Mexico. Referred 
-tò the Committee on Military Affairs. 

@By Mr. CROWELL: The resofutions of the Legislature 
of Ghio, instructing the Senators and requesting the Rep- 
resentatives to inquire into the expedieney of procuring the 
passage of a law authorizing the survey, and appropriation 
of a portion of the territory acquired from Mexivo, for the 
benefit of all free persons of. color who become actual set- 
ters, and to establish schools for them. Referred to the 
Committee on Public. Lands. ie 

By Mr. BUTLER, of Connecticut: The petition of James 
M. Bunee,‘and others, praying a reduction of postage. 

By Mr. MILLSON: The petition of William G. Maupin 
and John F. C. Potts, second and third clerks in the Naval 
Store at Portsmouth, Virginia, asking an increase of com- 
pensation. Referred w the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. GERRY asked that the petition and papers in the 
case of Peter Frast, for a pension, be taken from the files of 
this House avd referred to the appropriate Committee. 

And aiso, the same disposition of the petition and papers 
of Amaziah: Goodwin; which motions were agreed to. 

On motion by-Mr. GOODENOW, leave was granted to 
withdraw from the files the papers in the case of Francis 
Tribou, and the same were referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 


IN SENATE. 
Mownpay, January 28, 1850. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Secretary of War, 


for the District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of Thomas Coats, of Morristown, New 
York, for an invalid pension. Referred to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, on motion of Mr. KING, the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions were instructed to inquire and report 
upon the right of Zachariah Barber'to a pension. 

By Mr. OWEN: The petition of William MeCord, H. 
H. Haurmack, William Galloway, Natban Bussey, Moses 
Boynton, Littleton Hooten, William Isom, sen., John Mc- 
Crary, S. M. Boynton, M. W. Stanhope, and one hundred į 


i 
j 
| 
i 
i 


of Georgia, remonstrating against the appropriation of the | 
national funds t8 pay clergy for the Houses of Congress, for 


i 
| 
and seventy-five other citizens:of the county of Talbot, State || 
i 
| 
i 


ahd to refrain from all legislation on the subject of religion; 
which was réferred-.o the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. GOTT: The petition of the teachers and students 
of Manlin’s Academy, New York, for cheap postage. 

By Mr. BINGHAM: The memorial of the citizens of 
Mount Clemens, Macomb county, Michigan, asking an ap- 
propriation for the improvement of the Clinton river, in 
said State. 

Also, the petition for a mail route from Dexter to Lan- 
sing, in Michigan. 

By Mr. HOWE: The petition of William Livingston and 
90 others, citizens of Clarion county, Pennsylvania, asking 

change in the tariff Jaws, and an increase of duties upon 
certain articles. Referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

By Mr. GIBBARD: The petition of John Hazen, of 
Pittsburg, New Hampshire, a disabled soidier, praying for 
the grant of a pension. Referred to the Committee on Inva- 
lid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of Tsaac Spaulding and others, Presi- | 
dent and Directors of the Nashua Bank, New Hampshire, 
praying a reduction of the rates of postage. Referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 

By Mr. BOOTH: The petition of Ephraim Lyman, and 49 
others, for the establishment of such measures as will pro- | 
duee universal peace. 

Also, the memorial ofthe heirs of the late Stephen Grif- 
fith, and others, for indemnity for Freneh spoliations prior 
to 1800. 

Also, the memorial of the New Haven Insurance Company 
and individuals of New Raven, in the State of Connecticut, 
for indemnity for French spoliations prior to 1802. 

Also, the petition of 91 inhabitants of Guilford, in the State 
of Connecticut, for the reduction of postage. 

Also, the petition of Josiah Brewer, in behalf of himself 
and the teachers and pupils of the Elm City Female seini- 
nary of New Haven, Connecticut, for the reduction of post- 
age. 


Also, the resolutions of the Legislature of the State of jį 


Connecticut in relation to slavery. Ordered to be laid on the 
table and printed, 

By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of Darwin Atwater 
and others, citizens of Portage county, Obio, praying for 
the adoption of some means to dispense with a resort to į 
arms in the settlement of national controversies. f 

Also, the petition of P. Voris and others, citizens of Snm- ; 


establish arbitration, or a Congress of Nations, to settle || 
national controversies. i 

Also, the petition of H. B. Little, S. P. Leeds, and others, H 
citizens of Cuyahoga Falls, Summit county, Ohio, praying | 
the establishment of arbitration, or-a Congress of Nations, i} 
to settle international controversies; which were severally if 
referred to a select committee. i 

Also, the resolutions of the Legislature of Ohio, request- i 
ing the Senators and Representatives in the Congress of the 
United States to procure the passage of a law reducing the 
price of lands in the vicinity of the Wabash and Erie and |} 
Miami Extension Canals. Referred to the Committee on | 
Pablic Lands, 

By Mr.G. A.-CALDWELL: The petition of Charles D, 
Semple and many other citizens of Bonicia, California, ask 
ing Congress to establish a branch mint, port of entry, and 
custom house at that place. Referred tothe Committee ef i 
Ways and Means. ! 

Also, the memorial of a meeting of vfftcers and soldiers of | 
the war of 1812, held at Frankfort, Kentucky, asking a grant i 
of pablic Jands for their services in said war. Referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. | 

Also, the memorial of certain officers of the 2d regiment | 


1 


* asking an appropriation of public lands by Congress to ‘the 


covering a report of the Chief of Topographical 
Engineers, made in compliance with a resolution 


' of the 4th instant calling for the survey and exam- 
! ination of the river Savannah, made by Lieut. M. 


L. Smith; which was ordered to lie on the table 
and be printed. 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of. 
War,. covering a report of the Chief of Topo- 


| graphical Engineers, made in compliance with a 


resolution of the Senate of the 7th instant, calling 
for reports, plans, and estimates for improving the 
entrances from Lake Michigan into Maskegon 
| Lake, Black River, and Gland River; which were 
| ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 

| Mr. DICKINSON presented the petition of 
| Phebe and Sylvia Ann Wood, daughters of the 
| late Jethro Wood, asking that the heirs of said 
! Wood may be remunerated for the benefits con- 
| ferred on the people of the United States by his 
improvements ‘in the plough; which was referred 
to the Committee on Patenis and the-Patent Office. 

Also, from the Agricultural Society of the State 
of New York, and from the members of the Legis- 
i lature of New York, and from citizens of Cayuga 
county, New York, all asking that the heirs of 
Jethro Wood may be remunerated for the great 
| benefits his improvements have conferred; which 
were referred to the Committee on Patents and the 
Patent Office. 
| Also, the memorial of Hartwell Carver, and ‘his 
| associates, asking an act of incorporation and the 
aid of Government to enable them to construct a 
| railroad from Lake Michigan to the Pacific ocean; 
| which was referred to the Committee on Roads 
| and Canals. 
| Also, from citizens of Batavia, New York, ask- 
‘ing a reduction of postage; which was referred to 
| the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, from citizens of Westchester county, New 
York, asking a reduction of postage; which was 
‘referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 

Post Roads. 
: ° Also,amemorial from Theophilus Hardenbrook, 
asking to be remunerated for his losses and suffer- , 
ings while a prisoner of war in Dartmoor prison, 

England, during the war with Great Britain; 

which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. - 

Mr. MANGUM presented the petition of J. R, 
Creecy, asking compensation for his services and 
reimbursement of his &xpenses in raising and sub- 
sisting volunteers for the service of the United 
States in the late war with Mexico; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 

Mr. HUNTER submitted additional documents 


i 
i 
i 


| relating to the claim of John Mason, deceased; 


which were referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. SEWARD. I am requested to present the 
petition of citizens of Erie county, New York, 
praying for the adoption of measures for the ami- 
cable adjustment of all international difficulties. I 
move its reference to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

The motion was agreed to. 


NEW YORK CUSTOM-HOQUSE. 


of Kentucky volunteers assembled in Danville, Kentucky, 


Mr. SEWARD submitted documents from the 
New York Custom House, showing the compara- 


1850. 


et 


tive expenses of collecting the revenue in the 
district of ‘New York ‘for the six months ending 
December 31, 1848, and ‘the corresponding six 
months ending at the same period in 1849; which 
were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The statement. presented by the honorable gen- | 
tleman shows that the revenue collected atthe port 
of New York for thesix months ending December 
31, 1848, was $9,492,656 51, and forthe six | 
months ending December 31, 1849, $11,670,223 75; 
being an increase in six months in 1849 of 
$2,178,167 12. . 

The expenses of collection for the six months 
ending December 31, 1848, were $392,216 34, and 
for ‘the six months ending December 31, 1849, 
$355,497 27; being a reduction in six months in 
1849, of $86,719.07. 

In the warehouse department for the six months 
ending December 31, 1848, net charge on revenue, 
$42,864 43,.and for the six months ending De- 
cember 31,1849, netcharge on treasury, $36,178 58; 
say for six months in 1849, a reduction of 
$6,685 85. 

Mr. SEWARD moved that the document be jj 
printed; which was referred to the Committee on 
Printing. 

BRANCH MINT AT.NEW YORK. 

Mr. SEWARD. Lam requested by the Cham- i 
ber of Commerce of the city of New York to 
present a memorial praying Congress to establish 
a branch mint in that city. I call the attention of 
the Senate to the fact that this memorial shows 
that more than one-half of the coin imported from 
Europe, two-thirds of the gold’ sent from Califor- 
nia, and one-third of the gold brought by emi- 
grants for re-coinage, is brought into the city o. 
New York. I move that the memorial be referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and that it be 
printed. r 

It was so referred, and the motion to print was 
referred to the Committee on Printing. 

This decument shows that out of $24,153,000, 
which came into the country in the year 1849, | 
twenty-one millions of itarrived at Boston and 
New York, where thereisno mint; while Philadel- 
phia, that contains the principal mint in the Union, 
received only the inconsiderable sum of $256,000. 
it estimates the whole amount of gold from Cali- 
fornia at from five to six millions, of which from 
four to five went to New York. The amount 
brought by emigrants has been estimated at eight 
millions, which goes mostly into the interior, but 
finds its way back to the sea-board. 

Mr. SEWARD also presented a memorial from 
citizens of New York, asking that the public į 
fands‘may be granted to actual settlers-in limited 
quantities, without prices which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 


NEW YORK RESOLUTIONS. i 
Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, I am re- 
quested by the Legislature of the State of New 
York to submit-to the Senate certain concurrent 
resolutions. One of these resolutions expresses 
their approbation of a bill appropriating a portion 
of the public domain to the Hungarian exiles now 
inthis country. The other instructs the Senators 
and requegts the Representatives from that.State 
to use their exertions to procure the enactment of | 
a law granting lands in limited quantities to actual 
settlers, who are citizens of the United States and 
not possessed of other lands or the means of ac- 
quiring them. This resolution expresses their | 
approbation of a resolution which was introduced | 
herc by the distinguished Senator from Masse- 
chusetts, in relation to the freedom of the public 
lands to actual settlers, I ask that this resolution 
be read, that it be laid upon the table, and that. it 
be printed. : i 
Mr. WEBSTER. I take occasion, on this | 
subject, to say that I wait only for the publication 
of the annual report of the Commissioner of the | 
Land Office—and I am sorry that the printing of | 
this, together with other important documents, has | 


referred tothe Committee for the District of Co- 
lambia. aay : ‘ 
_ Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of 137 cit- 
izens of Bangor, Maine, asking a uniform reduc- 
tion of the rates of postage to two cents; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. ` 

Mr. DOWNS presented: the memorial of. Josiah 
Barker, Thos. W. Chinn, Micajah Courtney, and 
the representatives of John Davenport, sureties of 
Thomas Gibbs Morgan, late collector of the port 
of New Orleans, asking to be released from a 
judgment obtained -against them by the United 
States; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. j 


AN EXTRAORDINARY CASE. 


Mr. DOWNS also presented the memorial of E. 
L. Blackburn, late the widow of Felix. Boswell, 
asking that the estate of her late husband may be 
released from liabilities. In offering this memorial 
Mr. D. said: 

The memorial which I now present-is one of 
such a character, and attended with circumstances 
so extraordinary, that I beg leave to call the atten- 
tion of the Senate to it. It is the petition of the 
widow of Judge Bosworth, who died while acting 
as paymaster in the United States army in the late 
war with Mexico. He was appointed a paymas- 
ter in the army and Jeft for his duty at Vera Cruz. 
Three weeks after his arrival he was taken sick 
with the yellow fever and died. A clerk living with 
him was taken with the-same disease and died three 
days before him. Of the two servants whom he had 
with him, one was taken sick with the fever, but af- 
terwards recoverd. His brother was also attacked 
and has since died. A surgeon of the army who at- 
tended him has since died. An officer of the army, 
Capt. Page, who attended him in his last moments, 
and received his last request to his family, has also 
since died. Capt: Page was requested to deliver 
over the paper, the money, and the vouchers in 
the possession of the deceased, to ihe officer au- 
thorized to receive them. It turns out unfortunately 
that he also has since died, and every free white 
person who was present, at all acquainted with the 
affairs of this officer, is now dead. His papers 
and books were carefully put up in a trank and 
dispatched to his widow at her residence, together 
with a considerable sum of money and the vouchers 
which were supposed necessary for the settlement 
of his accounts. It turns oùt that the trunk was 
robbed, not only of the money but of the vouchers, 
so that there is no legal evidence, and in conse- 
quence of the loss of this money and vouchers itis 
found that his accounts are wanting some three 
thousand dollars. No defence could be made in 
the court below, because these facts could not be 
proved by legal evidence, although evidence, sufi- 
cient to satisfy the mind of any rational man, has 
been preserved. The evidence afforded by the 
statements of Captain Page show that these facts 
are substantially true, and that the funds were 
taken by him and delivered over to the proper 
officer. Other statements, as well as the affidavit 
of the widow herself, show that the trunk was 
robbed. is not such as would be 


This evidence i 
received by a couit of justice, but I hope the com- 
mittee will take into consideration the evidence of 
the body servant of the paymaster, who has related 
all the circumstances in a satisfactory manner to 
all who know him. I would state that at the time 
the case was tried, although there was no legal 
evidence on which to make a defence, it was the 
opinion of all the attorneys who conducted the 
case that the circumstances were so peculiar that, 
though judgment must be rendered against her, it 
was a proper case for the interposition of Congress. 


Judgment was had, and the execution will soon be || 


issued, and the property of the widow, who was 
one of the securities, sacrificed if no relief is given. 
I hope the committee will take the case into con- 
sideration at an early period, and { have no doubt 
that evidence can be obtained, and so strong a case 
made out that they will not fail to grant the relief. 


been so long delayed—to ask the Senate to take 
ap the resolution which I laid upon the table some 
time ago. As soon as these documents are printed 
I shall ask the Senate to give me an opportunity to 
call up my resolution. ; 

The resolutions were read, laid on the table, and 


ordered to be printed. f i 
Mr, MASON presented the memorial of the 


i 
' 
i 
| 
| 
iF 
| 
[i 
i 
i 
i 


Corporation of Georgetown, asking that it may be i 
empowered to construct certain improvements ii 
within the limits of said Corporation; which was 


I move that the memorial be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

it was.so referred. 

Mr. MILLER presented the memorial of the 
President and Faculty of Burlington College, a 
petition of students at said college, and a petition 
of the scholars of the Moorestown Boarding 
School, in the State of New Jersey, asking a re- 
duction of the rates of postage; whieh were referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. FOOTE presented the petition of Jolin 
Hollohan;-asking compensation: for -his SCrvices as. 
messenger and watehman-in the Patent: Offices 
which was- referred to tbe Committe of Claims: 

‘Mr. F. also presented the-petition of Asenath: 
Elliott, widow of an army officer, asking. to be a 
lowed a pension; which was'teferred to the Coin- 
mittee on Military. A fairs. 

Mr. DODGE, of ‘Wisconsin, presented three ` 
petitions of citizens of Racine, Wisconsin, asking 
the construction of-a harbor at that place; which 
were referred to the Gommittce on Commerce. 

Mr. BADGER submitted additional documents 
relating to the elaim-of the heirs of Edward Bun- 
combe; which, with the-petition on the files of the 
Senate, were referred to the Committee on Revo- 
huitionary Claims. 

Mr. BUTLER presented the memorial of the 
heirs and legal representatives of merchants and 
underwriters of Charleston, South Carolina, ask- 
ing indemnity for-French-spoliations prior to 1800; 
which was referred to the select committee:on the 
subject. ; i , 

Mr. FELCH presented a memorial from citi- 
zens of Michigan, asking the establishment of ‘an 
additional land office in that-‘State; which was: rë- 
ferred to:the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented a petition from 
manufacturers of shoe laste in: the city of Boston, 
Massachusetts, asking to be: protected-against for- 
eign violations of Blanchard’s patent-right; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. ? 
Mr. BUTLER presented a memorial from the 
Chamber of Commerce of Charleston, South Car- 
olina, asking that the rates of postage may be re- 


duced and the franking privilege abolished; which 
‘vas referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. COOPER presented the petition of Lucius 
B..Allyn, a clerk in the Bureau of Provisions and 
Clothing of the Navy Department, asking addi- 
tional compensation; which was referred to the 
Committee of Claims. : 

Mr. CASS presented fifty-three petitions of eit- 
izens of Philadelphia and other portions of Penn- 
sylvania, all numerously signed, asking that the 


spirit-ration in the navy may be abolished; which 
| were referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. BALDWIN- presented the memorial of the 
heirs of Stephen Griffith and others; the memorial 
of the heirs of Samuel Stone; and the memorial of 
the New Haven Insurance Company and others, 
asking indemnity for French spoliations prior. to 
1800; which were referred to the select committee 
on the subject. . : 

Mr. B. also presented a:petition from citizens of 
Plymouth, Connecticut, asking that measures. may 
be adopted for- the amicable adjustment of interna: 
tional difficulties; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. B. further presented a petition from citizens 
of Connecticut interested in the patent right of 
Thomas Blanchard, asking that said patent right 
may be protected from foreign violation; which 
was ordered to lie on the-table. ’ 

Mr. B. also submitted additional documents rela- 
ting to the claim of Ann Dodd; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. i 
Mr. PRATT presented the petition of George 
F. Dela Roche, of the District of Columbia, as 
the representative of the firm of Wm. Lewis 
Sontag & Co., of Philadelphia; the petition of the 
| Maryland Insurance Company; and of the Balti- 


more Insurance Company; and the petition of 
| Catharine Wilson, of Baltimore city, in behalf of 
| the heirs of David Wilson, asking indemnity for 
| French spoliations prior to 1800; which were re~ 
| ferred to the select committee on that subject. 

Mr. P, also presented a petition from citizens of 
| Alleghany county, Maryland, asking the reduction 
| of the rates of postage; which was referred to the 
| Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

| Mr. CASS presented the petition-of professors 
Land teachers in the Brooklyn Female Academy 
and four hundred and ninety-two pupils in the ` 
same, asking & reduction of postage to two cents 
on prepaid letters; which was referred tothe Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

' Mr. C. also presented a memorial, numerously 
| signed by citizens of Washington county, Penn- 
; sylvanias asking that Elizabeth Porter, widow of 
: Joseph. Porter, may be allowed a pension; whieh 
| was referred to the Committee én Pensions. 

| Mr. ©. also presented the petition of Stanton 
Wales, a captain during the war with Great Britain, 
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asking remuneration for private property destroyed 
by the enemy in the public storehouse at Buffalo; 
which was referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. C. further presented the petition of Nathan- 
iel Champ, asking a new land warrant in lieu of 
one supposed to be destroyed; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. . 

Mr. C. also presented the petition: of Alpheus 
Alger, Charles Charta, Dennis Dolabra, and others, 
citizens of Maryland, commending the liberality 
of the resolution offered by a distinguished Sena- 
tor for the relief of the Hurgariag refugees, and 
suggesting that there are in the State of Maryland 
many native refugees who are oppressed by pov- 
erty more. enduring than Russian barbarity or 
Austrian cruelty and injustive, and asking that 
when the public domain shail be apportioned to the 
Hangarian exiles, the interests, welfare, and pro- 
tection of the Maryland refugees, who desire most 
earnestly to flee from the oppression and cruelty of 
poverty, may be favorably considered, and placed 
at least on equal footing with the interests of the 
Hungarians; which was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. KİNG presented a petition very numerously 
signed by citizens of Alabama, objecting to the 
national chaplain system; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Mr. RUSK presented. the memorial of the offi- 
cers of the late navy in Texas, asking to be admit- 
ted into the navy of the United States; which was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I presented the other 
day a memorial from certain officers and soldiers 
in the war of 1812, in favor of granting bounty 
lands to the officers and soldiers who served in 
that war. i now hold in my hand a memorial’ 
adopted at a meeting of officers and soldiers of that 
war, assembled in Frankfort, Kentucky. Gov- 


ernor Metcalfe, latea member of this body, was | 
the President of the meeting, and sent the memo- | 
Among the signers | see the name of | 


rial to me. 
Enoch Tucker, and I would state that, if there be 
a man whose sufferings could entitle him to a tract 
of land, this soldier was that man. Jn Dudiey’s 
defeat he was wounded in the knee so that the 


limb would bend backward as well as forward, | 


and in that situation he hobbled about three miles, 
aided by two or three ‘soldiers. He ultimately 
lost his limb, but his life was saved, and he is now 
a respectable citizen. He is one of the memorial- 


ists, and they state that they carried munitions of 


the army on the snow, on sleds, to the back part 
of what is now Michigan, and they performed 
other toils of a similar character. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

Mr. PEARCE presented the memorial of the 
heirs of Alexander Martin, asking indemnity for 

. French spoliations prior to 1800; which was rc- 

ferred to the select committee on the subject. 

Mr. P. also presented. the petition of James 
Wilson, surviving partner of William Wilson & 


Sons, and the petition of Benjamin N. Hodges, | 


surviving partner of Hodges & Lansdale, asking 
compensation for tobacco destroyed by the enemy 
in the year 1814; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. f 

Mr. CLAY presented the memorial of citizens 


of Lexington, in the State of Kentucky, asking | 


that Columbus, in that State, may be made the 
eastern terminus of the proposed railroad to the 
Pacific ocean; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. YULEE presented the petition of James A. 


Goff, asking compensation for horses impressed | 


into the public service during the Seminole war; 
which was referred to the Committee of Claims. 
Mr. Y. also presented additional documents in 
relation to the claim of Robert Butler; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 
Mr. BRADBURY presented the memorial of 


Moses Carlton, asking indemnity for French spo- ; 
liations prior to 1800; which was referred to the 


select committee on the subject. 
Mr. B. also presented the petition of Sarah Ladd, 
mother of James M. Ladd, late an officer in the 


navy, asking to be allowed a pension; which was | 


referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


Mr. B. further presented five petitions of citi-.| 


zens of Bath, Maine, asking that the s 
in the navy may be abolished. 

Mr. BERRIEN presented the petition of Lewis 
Ralston, head of the Cherokee family, asking to 


pirit ration 


‘i 


an 


| 
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be remunerated for the loss of his improvements, 

| of which he was dispossessed contrary to the treaty 

! of 1835; which was referred to the Committee on 

i, Indian Affairs. 

f STATUE OF WASHINGTON. 

Mr. COOPER. I beg leave to present the me- 
morial of Mr. Crawford, an American sculptor, 
proposing to execute for Congress an equestrian 
statue of Washington in bronze; and I ask the in- 
dulgence.of the Senate for a moment, while | refer 
to the character of the memorialist as an artist. 
Mr. Crawford has been for many years a resident 
abroad, studying those incomparable models of the 


i 
b 
; 
| 


i 
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; Rome for fourteen years, where he has executed in 
; marble several groups and a large number of single 
| figures of great beauty and merit, which have secu- 
|| red for him deserved celebrity as an artist. In what 
i E may say in commendation of Mr. Crawford, I 

_ have no design to depreciate the talents of our dis- 
|! tinguished countrymen who have vindicated Amer- 
ican genius by works which have attracted the 
| attenuon and admiration of Europe. 


i successfully devoted themselves to revive a senii- 
' ment of the true and beautiful in art, and to’ prove 
i that there are sources of enjoyment outside the 
 cirele of profit. 

But, sir, while these distinguished artists have 
| acquired fame, both at home and abroad, by works 
ji worthy of a higher period of art than the present, 
i the memorialist is in all respects their equal; and 
| in the creative faculty which imparts the speaking, 
life-like character to the inanimate stone or can- 
vas, he has no superior among living artists. To 
i my own knowledge, sir, his studio at Rome is 
| daily crowded with admirers of the beautiful 
i| groups wroeght by his chisel; and Europeans and 
| Americans have united in according to him a high 

place among the eminent sculptors of ‘ps age. 

I pretend, Mr. President, to but litle knowledge 
of the art of sculpture, and to none of tbat re- 
fined and educated judgment of artistic merit which 
constitutes true taste, and which distinguishes the 
connoisseur. I cannot, therefore, speak as a vir- 
| tuoso of Mr. Crawford’s works of art; but if it 
| be an evidence of genius that, in contemplating 
i 
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them, new sentiments are awakened in the bosom 
| —sentiments which are akin to those inspired by 
| eloquence or music, or the contemplation of the 
i grand and beautiful in Nature, then are they the 
| offspring of true genius. But itis not my intention 
, to describe cither the groups or single figures exe- 
cuted by Mr. Crawford, and which are scattered 


|, to say, that, in the judgment of all who have seen 


|| cimens of art. 

itis right, Mr. President, that the living, who 
| are the recipients of the bounties of the illustrious 
1| dead, should acknowledge their obligations, and 
4 manifest their gratitude, by fitting memorials. 
$ The marble which is rising in such proud and 
| noble proportions in view of the Capitol isa worthy, 


Tand will be an enduring monument of the coun- 
| try’s gratitude to an eminent benefactor; but from 
|; its design it will represent the civic rather than the 
li heroic virtues of him whose memory itis intended 
| 
| 


to perpetuate. On the other hand, an equestrian 
statue, such as the memorialist proposes to exe- 
|i cute, will represent the latter—the heroic virtues of 
|i Washington; and both together, sir, will carry 
f down and exhibit to posterity the qualities of both 
‘| soldier and sage, so admirably blended in the char- 
i; acter of the great American patriot, who, in the 
i, language of the memorial, is, by many titles, the 
| father of his. country and the benefactor of his race. 
I move that the memorial be referred to the 
|. Committee on the Library, and 1 hope there will 
| be prompt, speedy, and favorable action upon it. 
| Lalso move that the memorial be printed. 
| The memorial was referred to the Committee on 
i: the Library, and the motion to print was referred 
to the Committee on Printing. 


i PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
h On motion by Mr, SHIELDS, 


Ordered, That the petition of Lewis Morris 


of the Senate, be referred to the Committe 


SAffairs. 


i 


; on the files 


: eon Military 
j 


great masters whose chef d’euvres adorn the famous |; 
| galleries of the Vatican. at Rome and the Ducal |: 
| Palace at Florence. He has resided principally arii 


On the con- į: 
: trary, l am proud to congratulate the country on ! 
| the possession of such artists as Greenough and | 
Power, who, in an age whose tendencies are all |: 


; towards, the acquisition of wealth and power have |! 


i throughout Europe and the United States, except | 


them, they are regarded as rare and excellent spe- | 


On motion by Mr. ATCHISON, 

Ordered, That the petition of John H. Eastin, on the files 
of the Seuate, be reterred to the Committee of Claims. 

On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, 

Ordered, That the petition of A. Cowen, and other heirs 
of Robert Lilly, ou the files of the Senate, be taken there- 
from and referred to the Committee on Pensions, 


On motion by Mr. BALDWIN, 


Ordered, That the petition of Oliver Tucker, on the files 
of the Senate, be taken therefrom and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. HUNTER, 


Ordered, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be dis- 
chaiged from the further consideration of the petition of the 
President and Directors of the Tredegar Iron Company, of 
|: Riċbmond, Virginia, and that it be referred to the Committee 
of Chahns. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr BORLAND, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, to which was referred the bill to grant 
i to the State of Arkansas the public lands remain- 
ing unsold, on account of the overflows in that 
State, reported back the same with an amendment, 
striking out all after the enacting clause and chan- 
ging the title so as to read ‘A bill to enable the 
State of Arkansas and other States to reclaim the 
‘swamp lands within their limits,” accompanied 
by a report; which was ordered to be printed. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
| referred the bill allowing exchanges of and grant- 
i| ing additional school lands in the State of Arkan- 
i sas, reported back the same with amendments, ac- 
companied by a report; which was ordered to be 

rinted, 

i Mr. BALD WIN, fromthe Committee on Claims, 
to which was referred the petition of Allen G. 
Johnson, reported a bill for his relief, accompanied 
by a report; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. NORRIS, from the Committee of Claims, 
to which was referred the petition of H. L. Ken- 
drick, a major in the army, asking to be allowed 
i| a credit for public money stolen while in his pos- 
| session, in Mexico, reported a bill for his relief, 
, accompanied by a report; which was ordered to be 

rinted. 
Mr. DOWNS, from the Committee of Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred the petition 
of George W. Jones, as attorney for certain heirs, 
reported a bill for the relief of the legal represent- 
auves of John Rice Jones, deceased; which was 
i: read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, to which was referred a 
resolution in relation to fortifications on Dauphin 
Island, reported a bill to provide for the fortifica- 
: tion of Ship Island, off the coast of Mississippi, 
accompanied by a report; which was ordered to 
be printed. 


STEAMSHIP UNITED STATES. 
Mr. KING. The Committee on Foreign Re- 


lations, to which was referred the memorial of 
i Conrad W. Faber, Leopold Bierwith, and Theo- 
i dore Victor, asking to be released from bonds 
ji given by them, not to carry out of the port of 
New York the steamship United States, have in- 
ji structed me to present a report. It appears that 
the steamship ‘ United States’? had been built 
under a contract of the Confederated Government 
; of the German Empire. The committee do not 
instruct me tosay whether these bonds were prop- 
; erly executed or not; but they have come to the 
conclusion that whether or not it was proper to 
require these bonds, it is now proper that the 
memorialists should be released from them, and 
from any further obligation to which these bonds 
would subject them. The ship is gone, and these 
bonds are so worded as to render those individuals 
liable at any future time if that vessel should be 
employed in war against any nation with whom- 
we might be at peace. A bill also for this pur- 
pose was referred to the same committee to which 
the memorial was referred, and I am directed to 
; report back the bill in order that it may take its 
i regular course. 
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THE CENSUS. 
| Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, from the Select 
i Committee on the Census, to which were referred 
| documents relative to the subject, reported a bill 
: providing for taking the seventh Census. 

The bill was read the first and second time by 
its ttle, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. Mr. President, 
the Senate must see that this matter requires early 
consideration, in order that a law may be passed 
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it 


it 
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in the first place, and the preparations made for 
the appointments necessary -to execute that law. 
I move, sir, that it be made the special order of 
the day for Thursday next, at one o'clock. 

Mr. FOOTE. I did not hear the remarks of the 
honorable Senator from- Massachusetts distinctly, 
but I would suggest to him that, if this is not a 

` bill of very urgent necessity, there are other bills 
which certainly are ofa very urgent.character.. | 
am very unwilling they should be postponed, un- 
less for special reasons. 1 must confess that for 
one [ am unwilling to transact the ordinary legis- 
lation of the country until certain momentous ques- 
tions are settled. 
_ Mr.DAVIS. Mr. President, I did not take 
into consideration that matter. I was not instruct- 

- ed by the committee to do it. I can only say, in 

reply to my worthy friend from Mississippi, that 


he must perceive, and every gentleman must per- 
ceive, that if the census of the country is to be | 


taken with reference to the first of June, which is 
the usual period, the time is now very short to 
make the necessary preparations for such an exe- 
” cution of the law: The law itself has to be passed; 
blanks have to be printed and distributed over this 
wide country, and persons appointed to take the 
census, under the provisions of the law; 1 am in- 
duced, therefore, and itis, I believe, the view of 
the committee which I represent, to move an early 
day for the consideration of this bill, otherwise 
there would be no hope of accomplishing a con- 
stitutional duty. This is a constitutional duty, 
which returns upon us this year, and we are only 
anxious to fulfillit. Thatis all. 1 therefore wish 


to take this bill up on Thursday next, because the | 


emergency seems to demand it. 

Mr. FOOTE. I only wish to make a single 

remark further. The reasons given by the Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts are certainly very cogent 
for the purpose which he names, viz: to persuade 
us to take up th 
but I do think that there are matters before us of 
an imperiously urgent character, that are entitled 
to precedence over it 1 suppose the honorable 
Senator will be content with allowing two weeks’ 
delay to occur, and it will he then early enough 
to act upon the subject which he mentions, and 
then other matters might be immediately disposed 
of. I for one am exceedingly anxious that some 
ather matters, unnecessary now to be specified, 
should be acted on by this body before anything 
in the ordinary course of legislation is proceeded 
with. 
"Mr. DAVIS. The Senator from Mississippi 
will perceive that I have not the slightest disposi- 
tion to interpose obstacles in the way of any 
measure which he has introduced. I am influ- 
enced entirely by the consideration that the time 
is now unusually short, and that unless we push 
the bill-through this body, it will be impossible to 
pass it through the House, and get it to the country 
in season to accomplish the object of the law. I 
hope, therefore, the Senate will indulge me by 
having this taken up on Thursday next. 

The motion to make the bill the special order 
for Thursday next, at one o’clock, was then 
agreed to. 

SMr. YULEE, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which was referred the petition of 
George Harvey, submitted an adverse report; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Y. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill to amend the act regulating the appointment 
and pay of engineers in the navy of the United 
States; which was read and ordered to a second 
reading. 


Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on In- 


dian Affairs, to which was referred the memorial ; 


of Lewis A. Thomas and Thomas Rogers, re- 

ported a bill for their relief, accompanied by a 

report; which was ordered to be printed. 
RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. 


Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, submitted the fol- | 


lowing resolution : . 

Resolved, i 
to communicate to the Senate a statement showing the 
number of acres of jand within the present area of the 
Mitwaukee land district, the number of acres sold, and the 
quantity remaining unsold; as also a statement of the 
amount received for the sale of p 
within the present limits of said district, 
tween the amount paid for such lands in the office 
Bay and that paid at Milwaukee, since the establishme 
the land office at the latter place. : 

Mr, FOOTE submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, Thatin the judgment of the Senate it is expe- 


discriminating be- 
atGreen 


is matter for early consideration; | 
i 


That the Secretary of the Interior be directed | 


public Jands situated ; 


nt of į 


į public lands o 


| took part in the struggle for liberty 


dient to teéstablish diplomatic relations with the Govern- 
ment.of the Germanic Confederacy. ` 


„Mr. WALKER submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed, if in his 
power, to communicate to the Senate a statement showing 
the extentand value of the commerce on Lakes Ontario, 
Erie, Huron, Michigan, aud Superior, exhibiting the amount 
of tonnage of American vessels, whether propelled hy wind 
or steam, engaged in this commerce; the aggregate cost of 
such vessels, the number. of mariners employed on board, 
and the annual expense of manning and working the vessels, 
with the number of passengers transported therein, and the 
annual value of that branch of trade; also, such information 
in regard to the tonnage, &c., of the British shipping on 
these several Lakes as may be in possession of the depart- 
ment under his charge. . 


OPERATIONS OF THE MINT. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, transmitting the annual report 
of the Director of the Mint, showing the operations 
of the mint and its branches during the year 1849; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance 
and ordered to be printed. 


BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 


Mr. FOOTE, in pursuance of notice, asked and} 


obtained Jeave to introduce a bill granting to the 
States of Alabama and Mississippi respectively a 
donation of public lands, to aid in the construction 
of a railroad from the city of Mobile to the mouth 
of the Ohio river; which was read a first and 
second time and referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals. : 

Mr. F. also, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill for the 
relief of Margaret E. Carnes, widow of Peter A. 
Carnes; which was read twice and referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WALKER, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to bring in a bill to cede the 
f the United States to the States re- 
spectively in which they are situated, on condition 
that the said States shall severally grant and con- 
vey the said lands to actual occupants only, in 
limited quantities, for cost of survey, transfer, and 
title muniments merely; which was read twice and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. SEWARD gave notice that he would to- 
morrow, or on some subsequent day, ask leave to 
introduce a bill granting land to the refugees who 
and independ- 
ence in Hungary. 

RELATIONS WITH CENTRAL AMERICA. 


On motion by Mr. DOUGLAS, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the following reso- 
lution, submitted by him on the 15th inst., which 
was adopted: = 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to cause to he laid before the Senate, (in open ses- 
sion, if, in bis opinion, consistent with the public interest, 
otherwise in Executive scssion,) copies of all instructions 
and communications of the late Secretary of State to our 
late chargé d’affaires at Guatemala, and all dispatches and 
communications from said chargé d’affaires to the Depart- 
ment of State, including any conventions or treaties he may 
have concluded with either of the States comprising the fate 
Republic of Central America; and atso all correspondence 
between our said chargé d’affaires and the Governments or 
representatives of either of said States ; and also.all commu- 
nications and instructions from the present Secretary of 
State to onr late chargé d’affaires or our present chargé 
d’affaires to either of said States; and of all dispatches or 
communications from our chargé Waffires to the Depart- 
ment of State, including any conventions or treaties he may 
have concluded with either of eaid Statess and also all eor- 
respondence between the Department of State and either 
of said chargés d’affaires touching the so-called kingdom of 
the Mosguitoes and the right of way from the Auantic 
through Lake Nicaragua. 


SURRENDER OF FUGITIVE SLAVES. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
special order of the day, viz: the bill providing for 
the more effectual execution of the 3d clause of 
the 2d section of the 4th article of the Constitution 
of the United States. 

Mr. MASON, being entitled to the floor, rose 
and addressed the Senate in favor of the bill. He 
said: 

Mr. President, I desire to get this bill to a vote 
before this body, in order that it may be enacted 
into law as soon as practicable, should it be the 
pleasure of Congress so to do. introduced the 
bilfhere, sir, to discharge a duty which Í owe to 
the people whom I represent, and in obedience 
to instructions of the General Assembly of the 
State of Virginia. I am free to confess that 
although the bill and the amendments have been 


framed with some care, and the amendments have 


met the approbation’ of -the Committee on. the 
Judiciary, Lhave-but little hope that it will afford © 
the remedy it is intended to afford. I fear, Mr. 
President, that thé disease js seated too deeply to 
be reached by ordinary. legislation. I fear, ‘sir, 
that the legislative bodies. of the non-slaveholding 
States, and the spirit of their people, have inflicted 
a wound upon the Constitution. which will prove 
itself vulnus immedicabile. I fear it will be found 
that even this law will be of little worth in secu- 
ring the rights of those for whose benefit itis ine . 
tended; and yet, if the remedies proposed could. be 
enforced, they would be found of exceeding value 
and importance, not alone to the people of the 
State which I represent, but of all the southern 
States now holding the African race in bondage. 
Sir, it is not only important, but it is indispensa- 
ble to the security of their property and the integ- 
rity of their institutions. What is the present 
state of things? The property held by that part of 
the United States, valued at hundreds of millions 
of dollars, is the subject of wanton depredation by 
the people of the non-slaveholding States, although 
the right to this property exists not in the ordinary 
tenure of property alone, but is secured by the fun- 
damental laws of this Government. lt is the sub- 
ject of depredation—of wanton depredation—by 
the people of the non-slaveholding States, under 
the sanction of their governments, 1 fear, there- 
fore, seriously fear, that, pass what law we may, 
such law will be found inoperative; for no law can 
be carried into effect, unless it is sustained and 
supported by the loyalty of the people to whom it 
is directed. 

What are the provisions of the fundamental law? 
In the fourth article of the Constitution there are 
two clauses providing for the extradition of certain 
classes of persons escaping from one State to 
another—clauses that lie in juxtaposition, con- 
ceived at the same time, and written upon the 
same page, and each of them—I submit not only 
to Senators, but to the world—each of them plain, 
distinct, unequivocal in their import, and the ends 
designed to be attained. Now, sir, even should I 
succeed, though in a plain and humble manner, to 
direct the attention of the country to the existing 
state of things in relation to these clauses of the“ 
Constitution, and not startle these people into re- 
bellion against the Government of their own States, 
this law, if passed, will remain, | am afraid, a 
dead letter upon your statute-book, as the present 
law is. Tris provided in the fourth article of the 
Constitution as follows: ` 


« A person charged in any State with treason, felony, or 


other crime, who shall flee from jusuce, and be found in 
another State, shall, on demand of the executive authority 
of the State from whieh he, fled, be delivered. up to be re- 
moved to the State having jurisdiction of the crime.” 
This is the first clause of extradition—a clause 
operating in all thé States— made for the benefit of 
all the States, and each of the States is alike inter- 
ested in having it executed. 
What is the other clause? : 
« No person held to service or labor in one State, under 
the laws thereof, escaping to another, shall, in consequence 
of any law or regulation thereingbe discharged fiom such 
service or labor, but shall he delivered up on the claim of 
the party to whom such service or labor may be due.” 
Clauses, sir, having a kindred purpose, the one 
designed to effect the surrender of fugitives from 
justice, the other designed to effect the, surrender 
of fugitives from labor—each clause imperative 
upon the Government framed under that Constitu- 
tion, and upon the States who are parues to It 
But this latter clause, Mr. President, which pro- 


vides for the extradition of fugitives from labor, 
is a clause that inures to the benefit of some of the 
States and not to all. It inures to the benefit of 
those who unhappily are now in the minoriy=—a 
minority, not in the number of States, but a 
minority in the number of the people. T he slave- 
holding States, sir, are alone interested in the 
faithful and proper execution of this second clause 
for extradition; and we are to look to the majority 
to execute that Jaw, against which their people 
have been for more than a quarter ofa century mM 
revolt—ay, sir, in revolt. I think | am warranted, = 
then, in the apprehension expressed, that no law 
which can be passed by the Congress of the United 
States will afford the remedy which this law is in- 


tended to supply, unless it is sustained and sup- 
orted by the people to whom it is add ressed. - 
Sir, let me present another view of this question. 
The clause which | have read was imrended—upon 
the faith and honor of all the States—to secure to 


ihe owners of these fugitives from labor the sur- 
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render of ‘such fagitives when they escaped into 
other States, This is not the only clause of the 
Constitution bearing upon slave property. 


States, when they became parties to that compact, 
net only with their eyes open.and their interests 
awakened, conceded to the slaveholding States im- 
portant privileges and advantages, but for which 
they derived ample equivalents, These very peo- 
ple-who-are now so sensitive to freedom—whose 
unwilling’ears will not bear the name of slave— 
these very -people negotiated upon the basis of 
slave property, and received ample- consideration 
for the privileges and securities we now vainly in- 
voke. Why, sir, they yielded to the southern 
States. a representation based upon this property. 
‘They did-more, sir; they agreed by this compact 
to withdraw from -the control of Congress alto- 
gether, for twenty ‘years, the right to prohibit the 
introduction of staves from abroad; and they went 
further, and bound themselves under the solemn 
stipulations of the instrument, that when slaves 
escaped- from one State to another, they should be 
delivered up, and for this and every concession 
they received most:ample equivalents. They re- 
“ ceived that equivalent alluded to by the Senator, 
who sits before.me, the Senator from South Caro- 


lina, (Mr. Borzer, ].the substitution of an ordinary |! 


majority fora majority of two-thirds in all laws | 
affecting commerce and navigation; and many of 


them received still more extraordinary. equivalents |! 


in a concession to all the States, whatever their 
size may be, of an equality of representation in | 
this body. One of the greatest difficulties that į 
stood:in the way of those who framed this instru- 
ment, was the demand:upon the part of the eastern 
States, or many of them at least, for an equality 
of representation in the Senate; and not only was 
this equality conceded, but the further security was 
given, that such equality should not be destroyed 
by any future amendment to the Constitution, with- 
out the eonsent of the State to be affected by it. 
These were the equivalents that were given by 
those who were then comparatively in power—the 
slaveholding States—for the guarantees we are now 
seeking to enforce. How stands the case now? 
“Itismy fortune to come from.a State bordering 
north and west upon the States of Pennsylvania 
and Ohio, one of them now no longer holding 
slaves, and the other carved out-of the Northwest- 
ern Territory, where slaves were never introduced; 
and. it isa matter known to every man and child 
in the Commonwealth of Virginia, that it is just 
as impossible to recover a fugitive slave now in 
either of those States as it would be to bring him 
up from the depths of the sea. Look at the law 
that was passed in the year 93, now upon our 
statute-books. 
not in all the non-slaveholding States? They have 
prohibited their officers under pain of fine and im- 
prisonment from executing this law. And it isin 
such spirit that this law, resting on the Constitution, 
is treated by those who content themselves with 
pharisaical expressions, while they taunt us with 
want of loyalty to the'Constitution. The slavehold- 
ing States in pursuit of their property (or the citi- 
zens of those States) into States where slaves are 


not held are treated not only as aliens, but as | 


enemies; and that feeling is fostered among the 
people at every session of their Legislatures. This 
feeling, Mr. President, seems to have grown up 
gradually. There wasa time, sir, when the States 
felt towards each other really as sister States, as 
they are generally called, having a community of 
interest in the compact under which they are fed- 
erated, and a community of purpose to enforce it. 
The State of Pennsylvania—the State which I be- 
lieve stands in advance ofall others in a determined 


spirit of resistance to this clause of the Constitution | 


—so late as the year 1780, before the Constitution 
went into éffect, in her law for the abolition of 
slavery within that State, reserved a clause to pro- 
tect the citizens of those States in this right of re- 
capture of fugitives. i will read it, sir. 


well as upon the statute-books of that State. This 
is the clause: 
Sec. 14, That this act, or anything herein contained, 


shall not give any relief or shelter to any absconding or run- | 
y negro or mulatto slave or servant, who Das absconded £ 


a 


all abscond himself from his or her owner or master or 
maistress. residing in any other State or county; but such 
owner, master, or mistress shall have like right and aid to 
demand, claim, and take away his slave or servant, as he 
Wightbovehad-isr case this act had not beeumade.—Law of 
498), for abstishing slavery in Pennsylvania. 


Far | 
from.it, These:very States, now non-siaveholding | 


Is it not a dead letter in most, if į 


I desire | 
that it may go into the history of the country, as |} 


Yes, sir, such was the spirit.of Pennsylvania in 
1780, at atime when she was under no obligations 
to pass such law, because it was before the adop- 
tion of the present Constitution. It was the spirit 
which then regulated the intercourse of the States, 
before they were federated under the present Con- 
stitution, before they bad entered into that wrong 
act, the ordinances of which we now vainly seek 
to enforce. Reclamation of a slave by his master 
was treated as.a right, and to aid him prescribed 
as a duty. : 

Mr. President, in my reading of these clauses 
of the Constitution for extradition of fugitives of 
both classes, I advance the confident epinion that 
it devolves upon the States the duty of providing 
by law both for their capture and delivery. It 
devolves this as a duty-upon the States—a duty, 
I admit, as civilians term it, of imperfect obliga- 
tion, but although of imperfect obligation in the 
technicality of law, a duty of higher obligation, 
in fact, than if it could be enforced by legal sanc- 
tion—a duty founded in honor, in loyalty, and in 
good faith between nation and nation. Itis one 
of those duties devolved upon the States to be per- 
formed, under the obligations of honor and good 
faith—obligations which the forum of honor alone 
can enforce. 

Let us look at the language of the Jaw of °93. 
The first clause for the extradition of fugitives from 
| justice provides that, upon the demand of the Ex- 
ecutive of the State, they shall ‘ be delivered up.” 
By whom? No party is prescribed by that clause 
by whom such delivery is to be made—none. The 
language ofthe second clause, which relates to the 
extradition of fugitives from labor, is in the same 
| terms, that they shall ‘be delivered up.” By 
whom? No party is prescribed in that clause by 
whom they shall be delivered up. To whom is it 
| addressed? It is addressed to the jurisdiction of 
the State into which the fugitive may escape. Itis 
addressed to the sovercign power of that State; and 
the mandate is, that they shall “ be delivered up.” 

Sir, this'very exposition of it has been made by 
the Congress of the United States within four 
years, after the adoption of the Constitution, by 
the passage of the act of 1793. By that act it is 
made the duty of the executive of the State to “ de- 
liver up’*a ‘fugitive*from justice, and it is made 
the duty ‘of the ‘judicial officers of the State, as 
well as of the Federal Government, to furnish the 
‘necessary legal process for the surrender of the fu- 
gitive from labor. Now, sir, it is said by these 
States—I believe by all ofthem, though itis by no 
means my purpose here-to arraign them—(I admit 
that they are sovereign and independent States, 
and that they are bound by no ties but those which 
bind them in honor and good faith, unless the 
Federal legislation can operate mediately upon 
their people—they say, sir, by their legislation, 
| that Congress has no power togmpose duties upon 
the State officers. The law of the State of Penn- 
sylvania, of Massachusetts, and I believe of other 
States, declares that, if any officer of the State ex- 
| ecute the law of 1793, so far as fugitives from labor 
are concerned, they shall be fined and imprisoned; 
i denying not only the benefit of the exercise of the 
State authority for the surrender of these fugitives, 
but denying to the General Government the power 
| to impose such duties upon them. 

i How is it, sir, in relation to that part of the law 
i, of 1793 which relates to fugitives from justice? 
‘| That law impéses the duty of surrender upon the 
| executive authority of the State. Has Congress 
l any more power to impose that duty upon the ex- 
ecutive authority than upon the judicial authority? 
None whatever; and yet we'find no legislation of 
| these non-slaveholding States directed to that ex- 
ercise of the Federal power. And why? Because 
it is a subject in which they arc all interested. All 
the States are interested in the surrender of fugi- 
i! tives from justice; but as to’ the other clause, such 
|; interest resides only in the slaveholding States, 


; so much of the law as affects fugitives from labor 
is, in fact, nullified by the non-slaveholding States. 


I think by the gentleman from Vermont, [Mr. 
Puexps,] who delivered so able an argument upon 
kindred topics the other day—that the Supreme 


! States have any right to legislate for the surrender 
of fugitives from labor. Sir, I read those decisions 
_ very differently. The Supreme Court bas decided 


this, and no more. In the case cited by that hom 


and because of the absence of a common interest, 


Court of the United States has denied that the | 


ji 


lam aware, Mr. President, it has been said—and it 


i 


orable- gentleman—a case really between the States 
of Maryland and Pennsylvania, though entitled 
the case of Prigg vs. The Commonwealth of Penn- 
sylvania—the Supreme Court has decided this, and 
nothing more. It has decided that any law of the 
State of ‘Pennsylvania, imprisoning or subjecting 
to any punishment a-citizen of another State who 
comes into Pennsylvania and takes possession 
there of his property, being a slave, is unconstitu- 
tional; and that is all of it. The case, sir, was 
simply ‘this—— 

Mr. PHELPS. ‘Will the Senator indulge{me ? 
I'think the Senator has misconceived my argu- 
ment. My position is this, simply: that as I un- 
derstand the decision. of the Supreme Court, it is 
not obligatory upon the States to legislate for the 
enforcement of thelaw. That was the proposition 
I maintained. : 

Mr. MASON. ‘Ido not so understand that de- 
cision, ‘I do not understand the Supreme Court to 
have decided, by any means, that there is no obli- 
gation on the States to provide, by their laws, for 
the surrender of fagitives from labor: first, because 
they have not the power so to decide; and, sec- 
ondly, because the case did not call for it. The 
Supreme Court has only said, through Judge 
Story, who delivered the opinion, that there were 
no means under the Constitution of coercing the 
States to provide by law for the delivery of this 
class of fugitives. I am very far from understand- 
ing that it has ever been said by the Supreme 
Court, or by any of its Justices, that it was not 
the dutyof the States so to provide by law, although . 
they cannot betcoerced. The court’ has only 
said, that any provision in the State laws in con- 
travention (not in support) of this clause of the 
Constitution is unconstitutional and void. 

As I was about to say, the case before the Su- 
preme Court was simply this: By a law of Penn- 
sylvania, passed in 1826, it was enacted by section 
two, that if any person should, within the limits 
of that State, take and carry away any negro or 
mulatto by force and violence, &c., he should be 
deemed, on conviction, guilty of felony, and pun- 
ished by fine and imprisonment at servile Jabor. 
Prigg Went into the State of Pennsylvania, as the 
agent of a Maryland claimant. e obtained a 
warrant ‘from the proper officer under that law of 
1826 to arrest the fugitive; and when arrested, he 
was taken before a justice of the peace, as re- 
quired by the law, but the justice refused to act. 
The agent then, as he had’ a_ perfect right to-do, 
brought the slave beyond the limits of Pennsylva- 
nia; and, for so doing, he was indicted in Penn- 
sylvania under the first section of theact. The 
decision of the Supreme Court was upon the single 
point, that as the claimant had a right to take his 
property wherever found, and without previous 
warrant of law, the act of the State making such 
taking an offence was unconstitutional and void. 
I think that will be found to be really the point 
judicially decided in that case. 

I have said, however, Mr. President, that ac- 
cording to my interpretation of this law of the _ 
Constitution, it imposes a duty upon the States of ` 
providing for the capture and surrender of fugi- 
tives from labor as well as of fugitives from justice. 
Sir, the law of 1793, the only law passed‘ by Con- 
gress upon that subject, was passed, as we know 
historically, in consequence of a call made by the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania upon the State 
of Virginia, I think in the year 1792, forthe sur- 
sender of a fugitive from justice. The Governor 
of Virginia replied, that without some legislation, 
either by the State of Virginia or by the Congress 
of the United States, he had no power to order 
the arrest of any free person within the State of 
Virginia. General Washington, to whom the 
Governor of Pennsylvania communicated the re- 
ply of the Governor of Virginia, submitted it to 
the Congress of the United States, and the opin- 
ion of Edmund Randolph, then Attorney General, 
was taken upon it. That Attorney General, 


į Known to the country as an able lawyer, had been 


a member of the convention which formed the 
Constitution; and the following extract from his 
Opinion will show that he understood the Consti- 
tution, as it applied to fugitives from justice, de~ 
volved this duty of delivery upon the States: 

“ I differ, further, in not discovering the disability of Vir- 
ginia to deliver up the offenders. Tt has been sometimes 
fancied that by delivering up is meant only that the State 
from which the demand is made should express an appro- 
bation, that they may he: apprehended within its territories. 
But as a State cannot be -said to deliver up without being 
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active~and it might disturb the tranquillity of one State if 
the officers of another were at liberty to- seize a criminal. 
isla de iene Doty le Sasigeci 
the Opinion of Edmund Randolph. PRE one from 

Now, sir, the delivery must be made by ‘Vir- 
ginia asa State, exercising a control over the sub- 

ect to be delivered, and -having power to:effect 
it. The language .is, “the delivery must come 
from Virginia,” clearly indicating as he read the 
Constitution, that Virginia owed ‘this duty, and 
was bound, under ‘the terms of the Constitution, 

to perform it. 

Sir, I will submit it to.any lawyer or-statesman 
to examine these two clauses of. the Constitution— 
one requiring that fugitives. from justice should be 
“‘ delivered up,” and the other requiring that fagi- 
tives fromdabor should be ‘delivered up,”—and 
to point: to any distinction whatever between them 
that would devolve the duty of delivery upon a 
State in the one case,and that would relieve the 
State from the duty of delivery in the other. The 
language in both is the same; and this Govera- 
mentghas just as much right to require. of the ex- 
ecutive of the States that they shall deliver up 
fugitives from labor, as to require of the executive 
that they shall.deliver up fugitives from justice— 
just as much. 

Sir, L agree, that the Federal Government has-no 
power to impose duties ef any kind upon the offi- 
cers of the State. governments as such; and to this 
extent the law of 1793 was badly devised. But it 
is worthy of remark, that the States forbidding 
their officers to execute that law have confined 
their prohibition altogether to.so much of, the law 
as relates to fugitive slaves, leaving unaffected. so 
much of it-as relates to fugitives from labor—a 
most selfish distinction, indeed, which will allow 
the execution of so much of a law as benefits 
themselyes, and forbids the execution of so much 
of the same law as will benefit others. 

_ say, then, sir, that the true intent of the Con- 
stitution was to devolve it-upon the States as a 
federal duty to enforce, by their own laws, within 
their respective limits, both these clauses of extra- 
dition; and that they are just as delinquent to 
honor and faith in their refusal to enforce the one, 
as they would be in a refusal to enforce the other. 

Now, Mr. President, what is the actual con- 
dition of this subject in the non-slaveholding 
States? I have endeavored, as far as I am com- 
petent to do so, to show what duties the Consti- 
tution devolves upon them. But, sir, I do not 
mean to arraign these States; I have.no power to 
do: so, and less disposition. But I am bound to 
point-to their legislation, and to show the existing 
state of this question. 

. Pennsylvania, not from any feeling of hostility to- 
wards her, but because, so far as the State of 
Virginia is concerned—the State which.I, in part, 
represent here—-Pennsylvania is the great offender, 
I have shown what was the spirit of the people. of 
Pennsylvania before the: Constitution was formed. 
I have to show what it is now, under that Constita- 
tion. In 1826, a law was -passed, as I have said, 
furnishing authority to the officers.of the State of 
Pennsylvania for the capture and surrender of fu- 
gitive slaves. In 1847, that law was repealed— 
repealed in tofo—-so far as any aid was given .to. 
the claimant in the reclamation of his property; 
and not repealed only, but'it was made a felonious 
offence in any officer of the State government 
to execnte any of the provisions of the Federal law 
upon that subject—the provisions of the law of 
1793—under the penalty of fine and imprisonment 
at servile labor. Sir, the State went farther. It 
made it an offence, punishable by. fine.and impris- 
onment, for the keeper of any jail to permit a fu- 


gitive from labor, arrested in the State of-Pennsyl- 


vania, to be confined in the jail. ee. 

Now, Mr. President, what are the rights se- 
cured by the Constitution to the master whose 
slave escapes from his service into another State? 


Desiring, sir, to be very accurate upon this sub- | 


ject, I have written down what I understand to be 


the right of the owner in the recapture of a fugi- | 


tive slave within the limits of any and every State 


of the Union. ` , 
Mr. M. here read from a paper as follows : 


The Constitution of the United States secures to 


the master the same right of property in his- slave, 
and to beenjoyedand exercised to the same extent, 


and with thesame incidents, when the slave escapes | 
which he held in the State. from 


to another State, 


which he fted, so far as recapture is concerned. 


I-will take the State of 


| vania—a-gentleman to whose high character and 


| bind or secure him in any 
| escape; he may arrest him 


| mon law, the owner 
| tels, or the master his servant or apprentice, where- 


-He may take him wherever he is found by virtue 
.of ownership, and without any warrrant.or other 
-process.in law. A i 

None has a right to interpose between the claim-: 
ant -and the fugitive, or to inquire whether the. 
slave be his, or whether he is a slave at all, far less. 
to molest or hinder him in the capture. ` 

He may enter peaceably any enclosure or dwell- 
ing-where such slave may be found for the purpose 
of taking him,and this without committing a tres- 
pass. 

He may use whatever force may be necessary | 
to effect the capture, without committing thereby 
abreach.of the peace; and if force be offered by 
the slave or others, he may resist it to any extent 
that may be necessary to secure the possession of 
his property. f i 

These rights and this authority are incident to 
the rights of property; and the law of the Consti- 
tution secures the owner in the exercise of them 
against any hostile law of the State .to which the 
slave may flee, should such law be. 

The Constitution does not confer these sights; 
they are antecedent to the Constitution, and arise 
as incidents to property under the laws of the State 
whence the slave escapes. They have their sanc- 
tion in the law of the domicil. 

The Constitution, however, as the supreme law, 
recognizes this right of property, and carries its 
obligations and its incidents, for all purposes of | 
‘reclamation, into every State in the Union, and Í 
make the law of the domicile, quo ad hoc, the law 
of every State in the Union. 

These, Lunderstand, sir, are the rights that pertain 
to the owner of a slave, when. he. pursues himwith- | 
in the limits of -a non-slaveholding State—rights | 
secured to him by the fundamental taw which | 
binds the States together under a common govern- 
ment. But of what earthly avail is it to point -to | 
such guaranty, whilst the States are wanting in | 
faith'to each other—when not only are'their citi- | 
zens forbidden to execute the laws made in suppott || 
of the Constitution, but legislative bodies are vy ing 
with each other to defeat it? Much, therefore, as || 
I may deplore the occasion which gives'it utter- | 
ance, at this day, and in this presence, 1 am yet |) 
bound to declare, as impartial history will record, || 
that the'legislation of the States referred to is de- | 
‘signed and intended to encourage their people in || 
depredation upon the property of others. 

Sir, it had been supposed that thedays of piracy | 
and of buccaneers were over. 
of difference is there between plundering on the 
high seas. in defiance of law, and plundering on | 
your own confines under the protection af law? | 
Í do not state the proposition too strongly, for, in| 
the degree of crime, I can perceive no difference | 
between a robbery by force and a robbery -by 
fraud; or if there be, the latter only earries with 
it the more odious feature of deception and false- 
hood. , 

But, sir, desiring to place-the law of this ques- į 
tion in the clearest light, I may be pardoned for 
citing here the opinions of the ablest jurists from |; 
the very States where these enormities are perpe- i 
trated under the sanction of law. I will read:a 
short paragraph from an opinion- delivered by the 
late Judge Baldwin, of the Supreme Court, while 
sitting as -a circuit judge in the State.of Pennsyl- 


learning a just tribute was paid on a late day by the i 
distinguished Senator from ‘Michigan, [Mr. Cass;} || 
and after it, an extract from an opinion- of Judge | 


Story: 
« Phe law of the land recognizes the right of one man to | 
hold anotber in bondage, and that right must be protected || 
from violation. Asa consequence of this right of property, |} 
the owner may keep possession inthis slave 
he may retake him by pursuit into another State, 
other way to prevent hi 
by the use of as much foree as || 
istnecessary to effect. his reclamation ; he may enter peace- | 
ably on the property or into the house of another, taking ;| 
care to commit no breach of the peace against third persons. || 
But it is no breach of the peace to use as much force or i! 
coercion toward the fugitive as sutiices tor his security, as į! 
without such force no slave could be retaken without his |) 
consent.2—-Baldwin’s Rep., vol. 1, p. 577. i 
Judge Story, delivering the opinion of the court 
in the case of Prigg vs. The Commonwealth of || 
Pennsylvania, places the right to recapture a slave | 
under the Constitution, in what State soever he 


j 
t 


may take his goods and chat- 


know any. class of Officers that can: 
execute this Jaw, but'the class provided in the bill. 
We must have Federal officers, because the States 
affected will not:permit their own officers’ to “exe- 
cute a law of this Government. i 


| State, some two years ago; 


But what shadow i! 


|| hardly 


holding, 


Iding, that under and in virtue. of the ‘Constitution,, the 
owner of a‘stave is clothed with entire authority, in every 
State in the Union, to seize and reeaptire his ‘slave, when- 


ever be-can-do it without. any.breach of the peace or any 


illegal violence. In this sense and lo this extent, this clause 
of the Constitution mäy properly be said to execnte' itself, 


and to require no aid from legislation, State or national.” 


_ Such, -sir, being the undoubted law of the: qués- 
tion before us, based as it is upon the broad: foun- 
dation of the Government itself, Imay safely hold, 
if the Constitution, under which it arises, be ‘of 
any benefit, if it is worthy of any respect—far 
more, if it is worthy of the commendation’so freely 
bestowed upon it at the present day, and for cer- 
tain purposes, by the citizens of those States, who 
‘claim'to be exclasively loyal, they-should at least 
treat it as the law of the land, and-render to it a 
decent obedience. “Mr. President, the bill reported 
by. the chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary 
is the same that was brought in from that commit- 
tee at both sessions of the last Congress. I intro- 
duced it as their bill, I thought respect to the 
committee-required it; but I thought it due to sug- 
gest to that committee certain amendments which 
will be found accompanying the bill, upon the 


j paned documents before ns, and without which 


fear the law'would be of very little value. Sir, I 
do not know the object is to'be attained. I do not 
be provided to 


And yet when-we have dorie all this, unless the- 


spirit of their people and their Legislatures ‘comes 


imaid, it will be a law perfecily illusory. Why, 


sir, what has been brought into view upon this 


subject, since Congress has been assembled? The 
Governor of the State of Maryland, in a communt- 
cation to the General Assembly of that Btate, telle 
them that-acitizen of the State of Maryland is now 
in jail, and -insirons, in the State of Pennsylvania, 
because he brought off a fugitive slave from that 
and the Governor has 


recommended to the General Assembly, and the 


|! General Assembly has adopted his recommenda- 


tion, to send’a special messenger or minister to the 
county where he is confined, to see that he has 
proper counsel employed, and to pay the expenses 
of his defence.’ And yet another recent case in the 


| State of New York: Another citizen of the State 
| of Maryland—a gentleman well known to me— 


found his-slave in the city of New York, and cap- 
tured ‘him, as he had a perfect right to do; a habeas 
corpus was issued in behalf of ‘the fugitive slave, 
and he was taken before-a-judge of ‘the Supreme 
Court of that State—the highest judicial function- 
ary. The claimant proved his property beyond 
ali doubt,-and it was admitted; and. they required 
then, before the slave ‘should be surrendered, that 
he should prove—what, sir? Why, what at this 
day of the enlightened administration of laws will 
be credited: he was required to prove in 
the State of New York‘that Maryland was a slave 


State. Well, sir, he adduced the printed statute- 


book of the State'from some library in the city, 
and then by oral evidence further proved by one 
conversant with the laws of Maryland, that slavery 
of the African race was recognized and sanctioned 
by them. But all this proof, unwarranted as was 
the demand to produce it, availed him nothing. 
He was told that it was no proof; that nothing 
would be admitted to show that slavery was recog- 
nized as the law of Maryland but a copy of a 
statute exemplified in the manner prescribed by 


l the laws of the United States. 


Mr. BADGER. Who was the judge? 

Mr. MASON. I have taken the narrative from 
the message of the Governor of Maryland; which 
ascribes this conduct to a judge ofthe Supreme. 
Court of New York; but it does ‘not give his 
name. 

Mr. SEWARD. It was Judge Edmonds. 

Mr. MASON. No suċh law could be pro- 
duced-—no such law, I apprehend, exists as a law 
creating the institution of slavery m the State of 
Maryland; and because no such law could be pro- 
duced, the fugitive was discharged upon habeus 
corpus. Iam happy to learn, sir, that the noble 
State of Maryland at once interposed herself be- 
tween her injured citizen and this wanton abuse of 
law. twas ordered by her Legislature that thé 
claim should be fully prosecuted at the expense of 
the State,and that the claimant should be reim- 


may be found, on the same ground, that, at com- | 


ever he happens to find them—and adds: 
u: Upon this ground we have not the slightest hesitation it 


bursed in alf'expenses-he had ineurred in the effort 
thus made to recover his property. 
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I have adduced these instances in the hope that, 
to some extent at least, they would serve to show 
to the country the existing state of the relations 
between the States upon the subject, and the utter 
insecarity in fact to the slaveholding States of their 
property, however it may be secured to them upon 
paper. hfe: 

- Mr. President, I hope it will be the pleasure of 
the Senate to pass the bill with the amendments 
recommended by the committee. i 

I wust, sir, that it may have some effect, if not 
in enforcing this law of the Constitation, at least 
in informing the citizens of the non-slaveholding 
States what their duties are under this Confeder- 
acy. If itshould not have this effect, I am per- 
fectly free to admit and declare here, upon my 
responsibility as. a representative in part of the 
sovereignty of: one of these slaveholding States, I 
shall recommend to my people, as a matter of, in- 
evitable necessity upon their part, to provide by 
law for reprisals upon the property of the citizens 
of any offending State. I know of no other mode 
of redress against those who acknowledge no ob- 
ligation either of honor or of law. 


The Senator from South Carolina, (Mr. Burt- 


LER,] upon the authority of a very able paper, 
which he showed me, from the State of Kentucky, 
has stated the loss to that State annually in fugitive 
‘slaves at some thirty thousand dollars. I have 
jittle doubt of its truth; and, from what I know of 
the experience of my own State, am satisfied the 
losses of my own people are far greater. Losses 
incurred how? From expenditure? No! From 
neglect or carelessness on their part? No! But 
losses oceurring through failures of their sister 
States to fulfill their federal dbligations; not failing 
to fulfill them by neglect, but by active, sedulous, 
and ingenious legislation, contrived to defeat the 
claimants in the recovery of their property. Sir, 


i know of no remedy, if this course of legislation į 


is continued in the slaveholding States, which can 
protect our people, but reprisals on the property 
of the offenders. [apprehend it will be an easy 
matter to frame laws to effect these reprisals, 
It is admitted to be legitimate and just in the law 
of nations, when pecuniary obligations are disre- 
garded, that the injured State may’ make repri- 
sals on the offender; and so,in the case before 
us, when it is established before a competent 
court that the duty of delivering up a fugitive 
slave is disregarded by a State, or when such fu- 
gitive is rescued fram his owner by violence, let 
the State whose citizen sustains the loss pay him 
the yalue of the property, and make reprisal 
wherever it can be done upon the property of the 
citizens of the State offending, This, sir, is a 
harsh remedy, and one which I should be exceed- 
ingly reluctant to recommend. 

Mr. FOOTE. Upon what property ? 

Mr. MASON. Upon the property of the citi- 
zens, if the property of the State cannot be got at. 
I suggest it as the only remedy known to me, by 
which retribution can be had. 

Now, Mr. President, as to the law itself. I am 
not very anxious about the particular provisions 
of this bill—I mean as they gre before us here in 
the printed bill. I am willing to hear any propo- 
sition to alter or amend. My only anxiety is, 
that whatever law is passed shall be substantial 
and earnest, and not merely illusory. 

It has been said to me by gentlemen in conver- 
sation, that we ought not to impose this duty upon 
postmasters; that many of them are men not suffi- 
ciently conversant with the forms of business, 
with judicial forms, to execute such a law. I ad- 
mit it; but there is no remedy. If the law is to be 
effectual, you must provide officers to execute it at 
almost every cross-road, in all the counties of the 
offending States. If the law can be executed, it 
must be done by officers of the Federal Govern- 
ment, and we are obliged to take those already ex- 
isting, unless you would create a new batch, and 
pay them adequate salaries, to be located at every 
point, in every county of the non-slaveholding 
States. j 

The amendments provide that, upon affidavit, 
after the fugitive is arrested, showing probable 
cause to apprehend that force will be offered, the 
officer having him in custody shall provide suf- 
ficient guards to overcome such force; and in case 
it be actually opposed, then the expenses incident 
to its resistance and to the transportation of the 
fogitive. shall be paid out of the treasury. We 
have-aright to this. It is the duty. of the Govern- 


f 


ment to enforce the law--I mean the law of the 
Constitution—and -if force is offered, to resist it $ 
the expense of overcoming it forms properly 
part of the public charge. ‘ 
The next amendment provides only that, in ad- 
dition to the recovery by a-civil action against the 
party who shali interrupt or molest the owner in 
the capture of his slave, he shall be treated as 


| having committed a misdemeanor in resisting the 


law, and shall be fined and imprisoned. I think 
no objection can be made to that; it is due as 
well to the occasion as to the offended law. And 
now, sir, in conclusion, I am perfectly willing, if 
gentlemen can devise any better mode of enforcing 
the clause of the Constitution for the recovery of 
fugitive slaves, not only to join with them, but to 
render them my hearty thanks. 

_ But, sir, until that is done, 1 call upon all Sena- 
tors, as they regard the obligations of law and the 
mandates of the Constitution, to unite with us in 
bringing this bill to an early vote. Let us know 
where we stand. Let us know whether we can 
rely on the Constitution for our protection, or 
whether we are to rely upon our own counsels and 
our own strength. 

Mr. SEWARD gave notice that he would, at 
the proper time, move the following amendment to 


i the bill, viz : strike out all after the enacting clause, 


and insert the following: 


When any person who shall have been seized or arrested 
asa fugitive from tabor, under or by virtue of the act of 
Congress entitled “ An act respecting fugitives from justice 
and persons escaping from the service of their masters,” 
passed February 12th, 1793, shall be. brought or come before 
any judge oranagistrate named or described in said act, the 
person so arrested or seized may deny that he owes such 
service or labor as is alledged, or that he has eseaped frorn 
such service or laber: itshalt be the duty of such judge or 
magistrate thereupon to appoint a time and place to try the 
issue thus joined ; and adjournments shali be granted from 
time to time. shall he foundto be necessary for the fur- 
therance ofa just decision upon the fact; and the person so 
arrested may give bail or security, to be approved by said 
judge or magistrate, for bis appearance at such adjourn- 
ment, if it shall be granted on his application; and the 


claimants shall give security to the person so arrested or | 


seized, for the payment of damages and costs, if the claim 
shall be adjudged void; such security shall be approved in 
like manner as aforesaid, 

And the issue thus joined shall be tried before a jury of 
twelve persons duly qualified to serve as jurors for the dis- 
trict, free from all challenges or just exceptions, to be sum- 
moned by the marshal of the district by virtue ofa venire, 
to he issued by such judge or magistrate; and exceptions 
may be’taken by either party on such trial, and judgment 
shall be rendered for or against the claimaut according as 
the verdiet shall be. 

The judgment may be brought before the district court of 
the United States for the district for revision by a writ of 
certiorari, to be issued out of the said court on security ap- 
proved by the district judge of the said district, and such 
district court may affirin such judgment or reverse it with 
a veniri de novo; and in that case may proceed to try the 
said issue and to render judgment according to the verdict 
to be rendered by the jury empanelied in that court. 

Src. 2. Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any 
person arrested or seized as a fugitive from labor or service, 
shall be entitled 10 a writ of habeas corpus, to be issued by 
the judge of the district court or any associate justice of the 
Supreme Court of the United States, as a writ of right; and 
on being brought before such judge by yirtue of said writ, 
it shall be the duty of such judge to proceed to a trial of the 
claim by jury in the manner before mentioned, if no trial 
has been had, and to discharge him from such arrest, if such 
trial by jury bas heen had, and the claim has not been sus- 
tained before the jury or the court which had cognizance of 


i the same. 


And it shall be the duty of the marshal or any other person 
having custody of any person so arrested, to allow him all 
necessary and convenient time to employ counsel and sue 
out such writ of habeas corpus. 

Sec. 3. Any judge or magistrate who shall disallow such 
a writ of habeas corpus, shall forfeit to the person claiming 
it, five thousand doliars, and shall also forfeit his office; and 
any marshal who shail unreasonably hinder or prevent euch 
person from suing out or serving such writ of habeas corpus, 
shall, in like manner, forfeit five thousand dollars and forfeit 
his office. 

Sie. 4. Jurors and marshals shail be entitled to have the 
same fees for services to be rendered under this act as they 
are entitled to receive for such services as jurors and mar- 
shals in the circuit court of the United States,to be paid by the 
elaimant if his claim prevail, aud by the United States if his 
claim shall not be sustained. 


Sec. 5. The penalty of any bond to be given by a claim» | 


ant shall not be Jess than one thousand dollars; the secu- 
rities thereof shall be residents of the district in which the 
proceedings shall be instituted, and shail justify their ability 
to perform the said bond. 

The amendment having been read, Mr. $S. 
moved that it be printed. 

Mr. FOOTE. Most profoundly gratefulam I, 
Mr. President, to the honorable gentlemen who 
compose this august assembly, for the unanimous 
consent which they have so generously awarded 


i me of addressing them at the present moment— 


when, according to the strict rules of parliamenta- 
ry order, no debate upon the merits of the amend- 


‘ment of the honorable Senator from New York 


(Mr. Sewarp] is at all allowable. I promise to 
take no undue advantage of the liberality exercised 
towards me; and I shall, therefore, exert myself 
so to limit the observations which I propose to 
offer for the consideration of honorable Senators, 
as to avoid fatiguing their patience, and to avoid, 
also, if possible, the doing of anything disgusting 
to their good taste in any respect whatever. The 
question to which I shall turn my attention is sim- 
ply this: Is it expedient under all the circumstances 
which surround us al the present moment, to print 
the amendment of the honorable Senator from New 
York? Now, sir, | have not been much in the 
habit heretofore of opposing mere motions to print; 
nor should I think of doing so on the present oc- 
casion, but for several special reasons which [ 
shall presently proceed to state. It strikes me that 
the amendment is one of acharacter well calculated, 
if we should print it, and thus facilitate its general 


„circulation, to do deep injury to the reputation of 


the honorable Senator from New York, both in this 
country andin foreign lands. Thereis so much of 
the spirit of genuine demagogism about it—so lit- 
tle of elevated statesmanship—so little of regard for 
the Constitution which we are all sworn to support 
—so little of that manly respect for the rights de- 
signed to be secured in the great national compact 
whieh binds these States together as equal and con- 
federated sovereignties—there is so much of mere 
pettifogging craft apparent in this same amend- 
ment—such a disposition evinced in it to propitiate 
the lowest, and basest, and most malevolent fanat- 
icism, at the expense of justice, the Constitution, 
and those generous feelings of confraternity and 
mutual good-will on which the Union of these 
States was founded, and without which that Union 
cannot continue to subsist—that, as one not un- 
friendly to the fame and future political advance- 
ment of the honorable Senator from New York, L 
am not willing that his amendment should be form- 
ally printed by our order, and go forth to the 
world with the official indicia of authenticity en- 
stamped upon its face. Were I really an enemy of 
the honorable Senator from New York—were [ 
hostile to his fame, and anxious that his present 
claims to the respect of enlightened men and good 
citizens, throughout this extended republic, should 
become suddenly and forever extinct—I should 
rejoice, as I certainly do not, that this amend- 
ment has been offered, and I should not fail to do 
all in my power to multiply copies of it for general 
circulation over the country. For, sir, it cannot be 
that the American people have yet reached a depth 
of degradation so profound, and have become so 
regardless of all the principles of fairness, and tib- 
erality, and disinterested patriotism, as not to 
look upon this formal and deliberate attempt of 
the honorable Senator from New York to spoliate 
upon the known and undeniable rights and inter- 
ests of all the southern States of the Confederacy 
with pointed disapprobation, with hot contempt, 
with unmitigated loathing, and abhorrence unutter~ 
able. Sir, 1t does seem to me, that no one who 
listened to the calm, dignified, and truly national 
argument of the honorable Senator from Virginia, 
(Mr. Masow,] this day pronounced in our hear- 
Ing, and who duly appreciated the sound and 
statesmanlike views maintained by him, can even 
hear the amendment of the honorable Senator from 
New York read, without being satisfied that this 
amendment was designed to cap the climax of 
southern wrongs, to cause the cup of our oppression 
cat once to overflow, and to force us of the South, 
whose lot it is to be the owners of slave proper- 
ty, to secede from the Union, or, remaining in 
it, to submit to a wanton, heartless, and insulting 
deprivation of all our constitutional rights, such 
as no free people have ever been known patiently 
toendure. Sir, must be permitted to declare, 
also, that I seriously fear the destruction of the 
present popularity and influence of the honorable 


| Senator from New York from the printing and 


circulation of this unfortunate amendment of his; 
and as he has arrived at that period of life when 
he must be presently useful and glorious, or be 
constrained perchance to endure the dull torments 
which wait upon obscurity, or the more grievous 
woes which spring from deserved degradation; as 
he has recently assumed a new position, in which 
he may find it in his power to add to the reputa- 
tion which he has already acquired—enhance that 
popularity which he has heretofore established— 
and, if both judicious. and fortunate, might even 
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igi in reaching higher honors than any which is oneof the acknowledged leaders. of that noto- |] free ne roes, supplied with return Targoes of Ger- ` 
e, ias U RE -honors which are now glit- || rious sect of philanthropists who are-ever wailing || mans, Trisz, and others of foreign nativity, easy to be. 

tering He a naon 0 the distant Paure an i} over the fancied -distresses of a race of whom and |; picked up-in the streets of New York. I do not 

which I suspect him of often vividly realizing both || of whose true condition, in fact, they know but s ; 

in noonday dreams of fancied rapture and in the Lu 9 ey charge all-these facts to be absolutely true; but I 


ay s of little; who are not geographically proximate to || do aver that I believe them to be true; and: if the ~ 
golden visions which light up the dimness of noc- || them; and who are undeniably the most happy || honorable Senator will venture to deny them, or 


turnal slumber—as the honorable Senator has now |} class of laboring men and women that were ever || any one among them at all material to the present 
reached the very climax of his fate—and may be || enlisted in the pursuits of humbie industry. “Yes, || issue, I will take it upon myself. to'establish the 
seen distinely balancing, as it were, upon the || sir, the gentleman isa philanthropist professed; and || same by evidence, either now at hand or in process 
very pivot of his destiny; as the circumstances || I will therefore not question that, in urging his || of collection. The honorable Senator remains silent; 
which surround him are so full of hope and jj proposition for a donation of lands a the noble || and well he might do so, inasmuch as these very 
encouragement on the one side, and yet so full || Hungarians and others, he is influenced alone | particulars were published some months ago, in 
of peril, and of desperation, and of bitter dis- || by a spirit of heaven-born charity. And, yet, į| the columns of the Union newspaper of this city 

appointment on the other—I do feel the deepest || as one who feels a real solicitude for the popu- || when the honorable Senator and his friends were 
regret that he should have ventured upon a move- || larity and solid fame of the honorable Sena- challenged to deny them, and when they exhibited 
ment. so well calculated as the one in which || tor from New York, I regret to be compelled |) the same significant silence at present manifested. 
he is now engaged, to lower his standing as a pub- || to acknowledge that l have encountered several || And now, sir, it may be asked, what pertinency 
lic man—to overturn that popularity which it has || painful suggestions of late, which would seem to |j this personal anecdote can have to the question 
cost him years of labor and of management to || imply more or less of suspicion that the honorable || before the Senate? To which [ answer: the 
establish, and to blast all those anticipations of || Senator, in taking it upon himself thus prominently || amendment of the honorable Senator now offered 
political power and grandeur in which he has here- || to participate in this scheme of giving away large evinces the same sympathy for the negro race 
tofore so blissfully reveled. 1 will explain myself || portions of our landed domain to our suffering || which he is described as having professed in Rich- 
more fully, in order that I may be perfectly un- || brethern from abroad, may be more or less insti- |} mond; and if it should be printed by us, and be 
derstood by the honorable gentleman, the Senate, || gated by a désire to prevent their becoming settlers || thus sent abroad, it is at least possible that in con- 
and the nation. Then I mean to say, sir, that the || and citizens of his own noble State. lt is certain || nection with the extraordinary avowel at Rich- 
amendment of the honorable Senator is not objec- || that by bestowing upon them lands in the far-dis- |; mond already mentioned, many might be per- 
tionable alone upon the politicaland moral grounds, || tant West, they are likely,to be tempted to leave |i suaded to believe that the honorable Senator 
with a statement of which 1 commenced these |) our Atlantic border in quest of these free-gift homes j from New York, in agreeing to give away the 
rather irregular remarks, but also on account of the || so kindly provided for them; and that thus the || public lands in the mode which he has proposed, 
particular and rather ominous connection which it || State of New York may be relieved from the obli- |} is after all only exerting himself to relieve his 
seems to have with several very striking incidents || gation of extending to them the rites of hospitality, || own State from a species of population which 
of the honorable Senator’s former life, which, if || which, by some of her citizens, it is said, are |j he deems burdensome and mischievous. And 
the Senate will bear with me, I will proceed to || deemed not a little burdensome. It is with no lit |; now, Mr. President, having, in quite a rambling 
specify. And first, I beg leave to remind gentle- |! tle reluctance now, sir, that I relate an anecdote, |! and discursive manner, exerted myself to save the 
men of a legislative proposition introduced among |} which | have lately heard, and which, if it shall not honorable Senator from the loss of fame and popu- 
us a few days ago by the honorable Senator from |; be contradicted by the honorable Senator from New | larity with which he is menaced, as the result of 
New York, arranging for the bestowal of lands || York, may tend to confirm the suspicions as to į; his own indiscreet action, I will be so far courteous 
upon certain worthy persons of foreign birth; who || his motives, to which ] have already alluded. The |; to him as to decline all further opposition to his 
from time to time have arrived, and are arriving, || anecdote is as follows: A gentleman,-about the || motion to print. 

upon our shores from distant lands beyond the roll- |! height, figure, aspect, carriage, and style of con- The motion to print was then agreed to. 


ing ocean. Now, sir, though this proposition of || versation of the honorable Senator from New York, \ Mr. YULEE rose to propose the consideration 
the Senator was actually (as we all know) bor- |} as Iam informed, dropped quietly, a. year or two i of some bill, which he was about naming, wher 
rowed, almost, verbatim, literatim, et punctuatim, || since, into the renowned city of Richmond, whilst |’ he yielded to i 

from a bill several weeks since introduced by the || an honored friend of mine, who was a few days || Mr. SEWARD, who said: 1 was requested, 
Senator from Illinois, [Mr. Doveras,] yet is it, || ago in this city, (Governor William Smith,) was Mr. President, by the honorable Senator from 
notwithstanding, true, that the latter gentleman || the occupant of the executive mansion, located in il Ohio, [Mr. Cxasg,] last elected to this house, to 
has, with his characteristic generosity, quietly and ii that famous metropolis of the Ancient Dominion, || state at the close of the debate to-day that it has 
uncomplainingly permitted his thunder to be stolen |; Well, sir, this same personage (whoever he may || been his intention to address the Senate upon this 
from him by the honorable Senator from the Em- |! have been) visited the chamber where the Gov- || question. I have his leave for saying, that a sore 
pire State, who, for various reasons, appears to | ernor was engaged in the transaction of public || domestic affliction has alone prevented him from 
have resolved to do all in his power to procure || business, and with quite a graceful and unceremo- || doing so. At his request, and for his benefit, Í 
early and general recognition of himself as the || nious ease and elegance of manner made his en- |; move that the order of the day be laid upon the 
exclusive patron of all that excellent part of our || trée and announced himself. The name of the | table, or that it be passed by informally for the 
population that chances to be of transmarine birth || stranger, as declared by himself, was William H. || present. 


and derivation, including our Irish and German || Seward. A good deal of conversation is stated to Mr. MASON, I understand that the motion is 
fellow-citizens. Mr. President, this legislative pla- || have occurred on the occasion, chiefly on the sub- || not to pass It over. 
giarism appears to have been, so far, quite as prof- || ject of fugitive slaves, in tglation to whom the hon- Mr. BUTLER. Allow me to ask. the honor- 


Stable to the honorable Senator from New York as || orable Senator from the Empire State has been j| able Senator from New York whether it is his 
he could reasonably have anticipated; for I find || exhibiting an intense and peculiar solicitude for || purpose to postpone it longer than till to-morrow. 
him most exorbitanily lauded for his noble liber- || many years past. I will not run the risk of weary- Mr. SEWARD, I speak only for the. honora- 
ality towards our Hangarian friends, and towards || ing the Senate by detailing all the particulars of || ble Senator from Ohio, who has been visited wi h, 
others who have, like thein, sought refuge among |i this remarkable. colloquy, though it would be quite | the severest affliction that can- belall a member of 
us from the oppressions of the Old World; and in |; easy to do so, and though the conversation which |) the human family. . 


one or two rather leading gazeues north of Mason || occurred was not at all of a confidential character. eae suggested that the question was 
d Dixon’s line, E discover a claim to have been || It is sufficient, for my present purpose, to say, that || not debatable. : 
jataly set yp in his favor to presidential honors in || my friend, Governor Smith, is. the: projector of a | Mr. BERRIEN. Will the honorable Senator 


y f hi sed paternity of this || scheme which 1 think very highly of, and which || from South Carolina allow me? I am not about to 
1B eo and ily democratic Fensure. Now, || I hope may yet, with the nid of the honor- || debate this guesnan, ou wish to adiens mysel ied 
sir, 1 will not at all dispute that the honorable Sen- able Senator from New York, and his philan- jj the honorable entor. rom vad or A a he 
ator from New York, in bringing forward this new thropic allies in the North, be at some early day || made a a ne onoi e oor rom A RA 

marian proposition of his, (if 1 may thus denom- carried into execution; that this is a scheme for || Jersey (Mr. ayron] wished to make a very brie 
ne for which I intended to vote before |i colonizing all the free negroes of the southern || statement to the Senate of his objections to the bill. 
inatea her ee not it was destined to find favor || States in’ the State of New York, and several of} Mr. SEWARD. I withdraw my motion, 
in thesighvot it present self-constituted godfather) || the eastern States supposed to sustain the closest {| Mr. DAYTON. I have ng dieponinion at ihe 
—I se “{ will. not at all dispute that the honorable || affinity with this part of our southern population; || present moment of me, or at any other lime, 
ord d ting this proposition tu securea || that this plan of colonization from the South to | take the precedence in any suggestions I may be 
henna vider et to ike U fotthatè and ne- || the North wouid seem to have been discussed in |} desirous of making of the honorable Senator from, 
Ra of if di es, who are arriving in such || that interview in Richmond; and that the stranger, || Ohio. I have no purpose, sir, of making a speech 
bers or a at eee d who, I trust under such | who was then personating a distinguished ex-gov- || upon this bill; but, being a member of the commit- 
beet eis oie ah Safa out may come here- || ernor of the Empire State, was requested to state || tee from which this bill comes, and being ina mi- 
SAicin wiilereatecuanibers and help thisnation yet || whether, if certain ship-ioads of free people of co- i nority of that committee, 1 think it due to myself 
i i 


i i from Virginia to New ; to make a very few sug} estions in reference to 
re r ¢ eatness and strength which |; lor should thereafter be sent fi ginia to mal s € j 
more vapidly 1o ne Prhe future ) was actuated to |] York, this living cargo was likely to be kindly re- |; objectionable features in: the bill Twill ae a 
see eal extent, if not exclusively, by feelings || ceived, and comfortably provided for. The illus- || it now or at some other time that may sui the 
BAE Feet, mou generous, and most disinter- trious visitant is reported to have responded i Senate. | pe T willgive:onè word of exe 
orne E i suffering humanity. Sir, the || promptly and earnestly in the affirmative; and he | Mr. SEWARD. twig 
be oe ee ‘believe a et phi- || is said to have added, that the State of New York i planation, if the Senate will allow Hen ihan not 
: 1s 5 i A i F : + w 
Ponore i send his diffusive sympathies are well || had suffered exceedingly for several years past, jj intended to makethis motion on behalf of the-hon 
anthropist, 


d d not to confine themselves either to the {| from the enormous influx of immigrants from for- || orable Senator from Ohio, until the close of the 
understoo i 


i i i i |! jt was not till the honorable Senator 
aupers of his own State (numerous, and wo- || eign shores; that the evil was every day multiply- | debate; and jt w 
pieken, and cruelly unprovided for, 


ag many of || ing, and had, in fact, become a most serious.}} from Florida rose to bring some other business. 
; 3 i ‘ g 4 i 
them are known to be,) nor to persons of his own || social grievance; and . that, for one, he shoul i 


before the Senate that 1 considered the obligation 
race ond complexion—nor even to the really suffer- be very much pleased to have all the ships which li 


[ was under to the honorable Senator from Ohie 
i d unhappy No, sir, the honorable Senator | might be sent from Virginia thus freighted with || imperative upon me. 
ing and u ž Poa j : . 
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Mr. DAYTON: Tam willing to consume the | 
few moments which remain in stating the objections | 

Thave to this bill. “My objections— 
' Mi BADGER: . Will the honorable Senator | 
give way to a motion to adjourn? 
‘Mr: DAYTON assented: 
On motion, the farther considération of the sub- 
ject was theri postponed. until to-morrow; 

Mr. BADGER moved an adjournment; but- 
yielded: to ; Pong 

Mr, DAWSON, who movet thatthe Senate go 
into Executive session; which motion was agreed 
to. cay 
The Senate accordingly proceeded to the consid- 
eration of Executive business; and after some time- 
so spent, the doors were reopened; and 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Turspay, January 29, 1850. 


The House met at twelve o'clock. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


The SPEAKER proceeded to call the Commit- || 


tees for reports, when 
Mr. BAYLY, from the Committee of Waysand | 

Means, reported the following resolution: i 
Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be | 

authorized to employ a clerk, at the usual rate of compensa- 


tion. 

The resolution having been read, 

Mr. BAYLY said he would merely remark that 
up to this time he had been discharging the.duty 
of clerk and chaitman,a combinatiqn of duties 
which had never been discharged by. any other 
chairman. The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, from the 

Committee on the Judiciary, reported a bill to re- 
fund the fine imposed on the late Dr. Thomas 
Cooper under the sedition law, to his legal repre- 
sentatives; which was read twice by its title, re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole House, 
and ordered to be printed. 
. Also, on motion by Mr. T., the said committee 
was discharged from the further consideration of 
the petition of George Collier and William G. Pé- 
ters, praying payment of a draft drawn by Gov- 
ernment, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Algo, on motion by Mr, T., the same committee 
was discharged from the further consideration of 
the memorial of the citizens of Eddyville, Ken- 
tucky, for an appropriation to repair the dam at 
the head of Cumberland Island, and it was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 


‘Mr. DUNITAM, from the Committee of Claims, |; 


reported a bill for the relief of Gideon Walker, 
which wag read twice, committed to the Com- 


mittee of the Whole House, and ordered to be! 


printed, 

On motion by Mr. DANIEL, the Committee of 
Claims was discharged from the further gonsider- 
ation of the petition of Elisha Taylor and L. B. 
Mizner, late officers, of. the land office at De- 


troit, praying that the existing law for locating | 


military land ` warrants be altered; and it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. D. also, from the same committee, made an | 
adverse report on the petition of Henry Disbrow; 
which was ordered to liè on the table and be 
printed. 

Mr. McLEAN, of Kentucky, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, made an adverse report on the 
petition of William Osborne, for compensation for 
fighting the Indians; which was ordered to lie on 
the table and be printed. 

On motion of Mr. BURT, the Committee on 
Military Affairs was discharged from the further 
consideration of the memorial adopted by the Soci- 
ety of Friends, asking for the abolition of the army 
and navy and military school at West Point, and the 
abandonment of the fortifications, on the ground 
of the sinfulness of war; and it was ordered to lie 
on the table. 
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morial of Joshua H. King, praying compensation 


which was orderd: to lie on the table and be 
printed. 

Mr. STANTON; of Féennessee, from the Com- 
| mittee on Naval: Affairs, reported a bill for the re- 
i lief of Joshua Follensby and B. F. Isherwood, 
| and for other purposes; which was read ‘twiee, re- 


ordered to be printed: 
Mr. LA SERE, from the Committee-on Naval 


of the frigate Philadelphia; which was-read twice, 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House, 
and ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, the 
| Committee on Commerce was discharged from the 
further considération of the petition of- Robert 
| James, asking for the privilege of importing cer- 
tain articlés free of duty, and it was-ordered to lie 
on the table, 

On motion by Mr. MecLANE, of Maryland, the 
same committee was discharged from the further 
consideration of the memorial of Ichabod Goodwin 
and others, of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, re- 
monstrating against abandoning the meridian of 
‘ Greenwich: and it was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. McL., the same committee 


ing for the establishment of a commercial road 
between the western limits of Missouri and Cali- 
fornia on the Pacific Ocean; and it was referred to 
the Committee on Roads and Canals. 


RECIPROCITY. OF TRADE. 


Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, from the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, reported a bill to admit cer- 
| tain articles of the growth or production of Cana- 
da into the United States free of duty, on condi- 


of the United States be admitted into Canada free 
of duty; which was read twice and referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on. the state of the 
Union, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. HARALSON, the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Affairs was discharged from the- 
further consideration of the memorial of Henry J. 
Turner, the assignee, heir, and legal representative 
of Henry W. Turner, deceased; for compensation 
| for the seizure and sale of the ship Vigilant; and 
it was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BUEL, from the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, made an adverse report on the memorial 
of Eustace Barron and others, praying compensa- 
tion for the schooner William and cargo; which 
; was captured and confiscated as a lawful prize at 
Monterey, in California, during the Mexican war; 
which. was ordered to lie on the table and be 
printed. 

Mr. SILVESTER, from the Committee on 
| Revolutionary Pensions, made adverse reports on 
ji the petitions of Mary Woods, the widow of Hugh 
‘| Woods, and Henry Johnson and Nathan Corey; 
which were severally ordered ‘to lie on the table 
and be printed. 

Mr. WALDO, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions, made adverse reports on the 
petition of Abigail Fanning, the widow of John 


f 


j 


crease of pension; whieh were severally ordered 
| to lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. SACKETT, from the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Pensions, made an adverse report on 
the petition of David Bell, praying for a share. of 


which was ordered to lie on the table, and be 
printed. ; 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, from the Com- 
{ mittee on Indian Affairs, reported a bill for the re- 
i Hef of Jesse Sutton; which was read twice, re- 
i ferred to the Committee of the Whole House, and 


‘ ordered to be printed. 
Mr. WALDEN, from the Committee on Inya- 


_ Mr. B. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill to regulate brevet rank and to relieve re- 
tired disabled’ officers of the army; which was | 
read twice, committed to the Committee of the | 
Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to | 
be printed. | 

Mr: CARTER, from the Committee-on: Mili- | 


i 
| 


i 

‘lid Pensions, made an adverse report in the case 
j of Charles Allen, asking fora pension; which was 
| ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

On motion by Mr. LEFFLER, the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions was discharged fron the fur- 
ther consideration of the memorial of Lott Davis, 
and it was: referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 
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Fanning, and the petition of Robert Beach, for in- | 


the pension granted to the heirs of Jesse Bell; | 


tary Affairs; madé-an adverse report on the me». 


for using his improved stock-turning. machine;, 


ferred to the Committee of:the Whole House, and: 


Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of the captors- 


was discharged from the further consideration. of į 
the memorial ofthe: citizens of St. Louis, pray- j 


tion that similar articles the growth and production | 
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MILEAGE OF MEMBERS. 
Mr. SWEETSER, from the Committee on 
Mileage,. reported the following preamble and 


; resolution : 

Whereas, the answers of members: to the cirenlar ad- 
dressed to them by the chairman of the Committeé on 
Mileage, asking information as to the route by-them traveled 
to the seat of Government, and the probable distance, are 
indefinite; the committee having. doubts as to the rule they. 
should adopt in computing the mileage of members, ask the 


adoption of the following resolution : 

Resolved; That the. Committee on Mileage be instructed: 
to compute the mileage of members upon the nearest mail. 
route upon which mail coaches or other convenient con- 
veyances ran from. the residences of members to the seat of 
Government. 


Mr. FITCH said, that the present law was well 
known to be extremely defective and unjust in its 
operation ; yet, while the law was in force, he 
entertained no doubt of the proper duty of the 
committee. As such doubts, however, were en- 
tertained, and had been presented to the commit- 
tee, they had thought proper to direct the presenta- 
tion of this resolution, for the: purpose of obtain- 
| Ing an expression from the House. - Its adoption 
would place a construction upon the law which 
the committee would esteent binding. A refusal 
to adopt it would leave the committee no alterna- 
tive (and he was not prepared to say a majority 
desired any) than action under that construction 
placed upon it by precedent—the previous action 
| of the House and committees. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, said, as to the 
resolution which had been reported he imagined 
there could be no difference of opinion whatever. 
The course pursued for agreat number of years 
was the course which he presumed every gentleman: 
here would be in favor of continuing. For one, he 
was not disposed to serve here for a Jess sum than 
that which had been paid to those who had pre~ 
ceded him on this floor, nor did he believe that the 
gentlemen, members. of the House, received one 
solitary cent too much for their services; but there 
were ample evidences to show that those who had: 
been here in former years,and had left this scene, 
had gone home impoverished. 

He moved to lay: the resolution on the table, 
arid he hoped the vote would be regarded asan 
expression: of the opinion: of the House in refèr- 
ence to the attempt in this way to put a construc- 
tion on the law so as: to compute the mileage of 
members by.the shortest mail route. . * 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana; appealed to the gen- 
tleman from Arkansas to withdraw his motion. 

Mr. JOHNSON replied, that if he-should with- 
draw it, it would fairly give opportunity for in- 
dulging an extraordinary amount: of Buncombe 
debate, And as he had a profound contempt for 
everything of that kind; especially when it came 
in conflict with justice and the rights: of members, 
he was disposed to insist upon his motion. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman fron: 
Arkansas withdraw his motion to lay on the tas 
ble? 

Mr. JOHNSON. | adhere to it. 

The resolution was' again read. 

And the question being on the motion to Jay- on 
the table— : + 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said hede- 
sired to ask: one question, which was perfectly in 
order: Was the resolution intended to put a con- 
i struction upon the. law which should be binding 
i upon this House, and not upon the Senate? 

: The SPEAKER interposed, reminding the gen- 
tleman from Mississippi that debate was not in 
order. 

Mr. THOMPSON. Idesire to know whether 
the report is in the form of a joint resolution? 

The SPEAKER. It isnot a joint resolution. 

Mr. SWEETSER asked the gentleman from 
: Arkansas to withdraw his motion. 

Mr. JOHNSON replied that he had already de- 
clined to withdraw it for several gentlemen; and, 
' without intending any discourtesy to the gentle- 
! man, he-could not withdraw the motion. 
| Mr. GOODENOW. asked the yeas and nays. 

: Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, called. for. tellers 
| upon the demand for the yeas and nays. 

l Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Evans of 
i Maryland and Peck were.appointed, who report- 
i ed more than one-fifth of the members present vo- 
ting in the affirmative. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. McLEAN, of Kentucky, inquired: of the 
Chair what would be-the effect of the resolution? 
If it were adopted would it araount to anything? 

x 


i 
4 
i 
i 
1 
i 
1 
H 


4 
l 
H 


| 


i 


1850. i 


ONAE GLOBE. 


oes 289 


The SPEAKER. replied that, the Chair. could 
not answer the gentleman from Kentucky. It 
would be a proper question to address.to the Com- 
mittee on Mileage. i 

The question was taken 
ative—yeas 57, nays. 132. 

{When Mr. Bowry’s name was called, he said 
he would vote “aye” if. permitted. But having 

aired off he did not feel at liberty. to -vote.] 

So the House refused.to lay the resolution on the 
table. * è 

The question recurrin 
resolution— 

Mr. GORMAN moved the following amend- 
ment: 

That the Committee an Mileage be instructed to com- 
pute the mileage in accordance with the express Janguage 
of the law, to wit: By the most usually traveled route. 
from the residence of members to the Capitol? 

The SPEAKER. Does the Chair understand 
the gentleman from Indiana to move to strike out | 
the report of the Committee on Mileage, and insert 
in lieu thereof the proposition which he makes ? 

Mr. GORMAN replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, called for the. 
reading again of the-preamble. 

The preamble was read. 

Mr. INGE called for the reading of. the resolu- 
tion. 

The resolution and amendment were read. 


and decided in, the neg- 


g on the adoption of the 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, ssid he jj 


thought. the amendment unnecessary, for. it mere- 
ly conformed to the existing law. He had called 
for the reading of the preamble, because he had 


thought, and still thought, that the preamble || 


was a reflection upon every member on the floor. 
He supposed that the reply of every member to 
the Committee on Mileage had been, that he had 
traveled by the usual route from his residence to 
this city, and that he had stated what the usual 
route was; for, whatever was the usual route, the 
mileage reckoned by it was the vested right of the | 
members. The law allowing mileage vested in | 
the members of each House their right to pay. || 
It was a vested right; and no law could be made |; 
which was retroactive in its character. But- he 
would not insist upon that point. 

What he did insist upon was, that the preamble | 
should be stricken out. e j 
upon the members of this body, because it was a | 
body of honorable men. He did not believe 
they would attempt to cheat or deceive the Com- 
mittee on Mileage, nor did he. believe they would 
attempt to create confusion, in order to get their 
pay for one mile more than they were entitled to 
under the law. He would believe nothing of the 
kind until it was proved upon some individual 
member, and he certainly would not vote to cast an 
imputation upon the members of ‘this body en 
masse. : 

But he had voted to lay. the resolution on the 
table for another reason. He did object particu- 
larly to attempting to adopt a construction to be 
binding upon the members of this House and not |; 
of the Senate, All members of Congress were 
paid by law, and if their pay were to be regulated 
by any new construction of Jaw, let that construc- 
tion be binding upon all—the members of both 
Houses. If there were a necessity for an amend- į 
ment of the law, he would unite with gentlemen 
upon any fair, just amendment. He knew that 
this subject of mileage was a subject of com- 
plaint in all parts of the Union. Let the Com- 
mittee on Mileage go about this matter in the | 
proper way. Let them report afair, just law, | 
which should be binding at both ends of the Capi- | 
tol—upon both Jew and Gentile—and he would 
vote for it; but for any resolution by which it was 
sought to change the construction of a law, and || 
that change. to apply to only one branch of Con- 


j 


He wanted no reftection l! 


Mr. CARTER. The.gentleman çan have. that 
gratification in a moment, i j 

The. amendment of Mr. Carrer having been 
read (as above)— 

Mr. ROOT. Will my colleague. allow. me to 
make one suggestion ? . 

Mr. CARTER. After I get through. 

Mr. CARTER said: he agreed with.the gentle- 
man from Arkansas, [Mr. Jonnson,] that the mem- 
bers of this-body—or at least.a portion of them— | 
were no. more than paid for their services -and sac- 
vifices here. But the gentleman must also. be im- 
pressed with this truth, that while a.member. in 
this body from Mississippi or from Texas was re- 
ceiving wo thousand two hundred dollars mileage, 
a gentleman from New York or from Virginia, | 
whose services were equally. valuable to the na- 
tion, whose time. was equally consumed, was not 
receiving one-fourth part of that sum. The object 
of his amendment. was not to cut down the pay 
of members. of Congress. He repudiated any, ; 
such motive. But it was to regulate the re- 
ward of members of Congress. according ta 
equity. There were under. the law, as it. now 
stood, as many distinctions in the pay of. mem- 


those distinctions did not graw out of equity. The 
gentleman who performed his travel from Texas 
; to this Capitol performed it with but eight or ten. 
days more of sacrifice of time, and with perhaps. 
the sacrifice of one hundred dolars more of money 
than the man who proceeded to the Capitol from 
the city of New York or from the State of Ohio; 
and yet when be received his pay, he receipted for 
two thousand two hundred dollars, while the other 
only receipted for about four hundred dollars. 
While he was willing to unite with the gentleman 
| from Arkansas, not to vote down the pay of mem- 
| bers on this. floor below. an equitable compensa- 
| tion, a compensation sufficient. to sustain them and 
| their. families while. they were performing their 
public duties, he would vote, and insist upon it, 
that there should be a rule adopted by which there 
should be no unequal distinction drawn between. 
members. of Congress. 

The Committee on Mileage was the appro- 
priate organ to bring forward that reformauon. 
With it there would be an end of this matter. So | 
long as this inequality existed—so long as this 
arbitrary distinction was.drawn between members, 
so long would the. subject of mileage continue to, 
i be agitated. Andas long as a member received | 
| $2,200 or $2,300 for his travel from, Texas.to this 
Capitol, the people would. inquire what he did.as 
a. consideration for that reward; and they would be. 
answered by the fact, that he took. his.position ina 
state room. of a.steamboat.on ihe Mississippi river 
| and smoked his cigar for‘it. 

He repeated that the motive.of his amendment— 
which he hoped his friend, and colleague [Mr; 
SweetseR]wouldconsideras pursuing the object he 
} [Mr. S.]had:in view—was.to charge the Committee 
on Mileage with the duty of reporting abill which | 
should equalize the pay of members:on this floor, 
and which he hoped would commend itself to the 
favor of the House. : 


bers on this floor, as there were members; and |) 


uncalled for; No such:refteetion-was-made.or.de- 
signed. The-facts sét: forth in- the- preamble-actn- 
ally existed. . Phe answers wereindefinite, Some 
members: had- given two or more routes, and could 
not say which was the mast-usually traveled... No 
blame. was attached to members for this, They. 
stated facts, The. committee had done the same 
in the preamble. l i . 

Mr. SWEETSER (resuming): stated: that. the 
replies: given to the Committee on Mileage of 
members living within forty miles of: each: other, 
showed a difference in their estimates of tke- dise 
tance of some 400 miles, 

The truth (he proceeded to say) was, that.the 
attention of the country had been called to what 
were believed to be abuses in. regard to this matter 
of mileage, and. the committee had under.consid- 
eration the expediency of reporting a bill to rem- 
edy these abuses, designed not to apply. te. the 
present-Congress, but to future Congresses. and-to 
the members. of both Houses. 

The object of the resolution. was, that the. Com- 
mittee might be informed of the construction which 
| the House desired:them to place upon thelaw. For 
| himself, he was. prepared to take any résponsibili- 
ty. which might fall upon him, in connection with 
this suggestion, Attention had: been called to -it re- 


| peatedly in that section of country from which 


he came by the press and from. other sources, and 
it was.considered that there should be some law to. 
equalize. the pay of Members of Congress, and 
make it equitable. This, he believed, was the 
Sentiment of the great. mass- of the people in all 
sections of the country. He was not-disposed to 
treat this subject with any: Buncombe purpose, but 
he deemed it proper and necessary that some ac- 
tion should be taken by Congress to reform the 
existing abuses in regard to mileage. 

Mr. ROOT said he. must say, and. with. all 
respect to the Committee on Mileage, that. this: 
was.a most strange report from. such a body of 
men. A strange recommendation to come from 
i a standing committee of this House! What did 
it propose? Nothing less than the repeal in effect, 
{so far as the members of this: House were con- 
| cerned, of a standing law—a law which. had ex- 
| isted thirty -years—and that. by a resolution of this 
House, which was to have effect only upon the 
members of this House! The country was.aroused 
| on this sabject of mileage, and a standing com- 
mittee of this House came and asked—what? 
‘Fhat a law, which he (Mr. Roor,) admitted to'be- 
| unfair and unequal, and for the repeal or alteration 
| of which. he had voted at every session—certainly. 
every Congress: in which he- had: been: here—~ 
should-be:consirued; and: the great difficulty gotten: 
rid of. by: a simple resolation. — hr -his humble: 


| opinion:stch & resolution would: be:. utterly nuga- 


tary;.it would not have the effect of quieting the 
clamor which was:said to: exist-all over the land. 

He had voted against laying the resolution: on 
the table because he desired. that there should be 
some action. on the subject: He hoped that the: 
House would recommit the resolution: tothe Com- 
mittee on Mileage, with instructions to- them te 
report something that would be effective... Every 
man. who examined the subject. at all, must see 
that.the present mode of computing mileage was 
unequal and unfair. But he did not admit that if 
this resolution could have the effect—-which it 


that preamble when he put such a construction’ |! 


had examined the replies which had been made. by | 
members to the Committee on Mileage he would || 
have found the facts stated in that preamble. 


gress—be it ever so well calculated to catch the 
crowd, be it ever so ad captandum—he would not 


vote. r . 

Mr. CARTER moved the following amendment 
to the amendment: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Mileage beand is hereby ; 
further instrueted to report a bill that shall limit the pay of || 
members of Congress, as far as the same relates to mileage, |: 
to the actual and necessary time and expense involved in | 


i 


traveling to and from the Capitol, and. otherwise to equalize i 
the pay of members. 

Mr. FITCH appealed to the gentleman from | 
Ohio to yield, to allow him a word of explanation |i 
in, reply to a remark of the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi, [Mr. ‘I'uopirson.] f 


| 


| construction of the law, no man could doubt. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, interposed, |; 


There were differences of opinion among mem- 


| bers. It was not his place here to point them out || 
| to the House at this stage of the proceedings, and i 
l to, make invidious distinctions between members || 


in regard to their construction of the law. That 
there were differences of opinion in regard to the | 


and inquired if all the members had not replied to | 
the committee, stating what was the usual route? | 
Mr. FITCH (Mr. Sweerser further yielding) j| 
stated thatthe charge made upon the Committee 
on Mileage by the gentleman from - Mississippi 
[Mr. Tuomeson] of reflecting upon. members wae |] 


ducted. . 

Mr. SWEETSER interposed: and’ asked. his 
colleague to be geod enough to mention the indi- 
viduals to whom-he referred. 

Mr. ROOT said hedid net refer to his colleague. 
| That was-as.much-as he [Mr. S.] bad any right 
to inquire about. (A laugh.) The yeas and nays, 
and. the recording of calls of the House would 
show who they were. They had: found it very 
common. for gentlemen to pairoff to be gone a 
week or two as convenient, with the understand- 
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ing that they might double the furlough at their 
pleasure; yet when these gentlemen went to the 
office of the Sergeant-at-Arms to receive their per 
diem, they did not insist upon a deduction being 
made for their absence. And it frequently hap- 
pened that those were the most absent from their 
seats, who lived nearest the Capitol, and who 
made the most fuss about other folks’ mileage. 

Gentlemen said, let the mileage be reckoned 
by the nearest mail route. Did anybody sup- 
pose that this would operate as a fair rule? The 
proposition. of his colleague from the Stark dis- 
trict, {Mr. Carter,] if he (Mr. C.) would have 
listened to him at the time he had asked, and 
would have modified his amendment as he (Mr. 
R.) would have suggested, would accomplish the 
object of remedying, as near as could be, the evils 
of the present system. He (Mr. R.) thought that 
mernbers should be paid for the necessary time 
and expense by the most expeditious route; not 
for the time and expense actually incurred, for a 
man might be a month on his way, and spend it 
very pleasantly; but for the time necessarily em- 
ployed, and the expenses necessarily incurred by 
the most expeditious route, let him actually travel 
what route he might. That was the only fair rule. 
There were men who did not reside over 400 or 
500 miles distant, who could not reach here—say 
from some parts of Virginia or Vennessee—in 
the fall of the year, or go home at the end of the 
short session in the sp-ing, in less than eignt days, 
and there were others who could travel the same 
distance, by the most direct route from their resi- 

_ dences, in thirty-six hours. His colleague (Mr. 
Sweerser] resided some 450 miles distant. 

Mr. SWEETSER. Five hundred. 

Mr. ROOT. No; not by the past office book 
or by Horace Greely. [A laugh.] His colleague’s 
constituents were “aroused.” They would set- 
tle that matter of fifty miles. The distance to Bos- 
ton was some 450 or 500 miles—about the same 
distance. Now, hiswcolleague must start by the 
most direct route the 23d of November, making 
provision for delays by breaking down of coaches, 
and other contingencies of travel over corduroy 
roads, pole bridges, mud turnpikes, &c., to be sure 
to be here at the opeuing of the session to draw 
his seat. ; 

Mr. SWEETSER said, it took only three days 
to reach here from his residence. There was a 
very good Macadamized road from Columbus. 

Mr. ROOT replied that he had once traveled 
from his residence (Sandusky) to Pittsburg—and 
they went every hour. the mail went—when it 
took four days. Now his colleague would often 
require eight days to travel four hundred and fifty 
or five hundred miles to this Capitol, for which, 
and return, he would receive some’ $450, while 
a gentleman from Boston, who traveled the 
same distance very easily and quietly, in thirty-six 
hours, received the same amount. Take the case 
of a gentleman from New York city: he got into 
the cars at Jersey city at night, and the next 
morning arrived in this city and went up to the 
Sergeant-at-Arms’s office and drew his $200, for 
both ways, or $100 for one night’s travel; and 
they would be sure to find him prompt, decided, 
conscientious on this question of the most direct 
route. (Laughter.) Take one from Albany: he 
reckoned m the Hudson river on his route, and 
he was equally well accommodated by the most 
direct mail route. Now he would like to have one 
of these gentlemen—and he did not mean to wish 
them harm—once in their lives earn $100 by riding 
in a two-horse mail-coach in Ohio, across their 
prairies and through their swamps, Would they 
—would anybody pretend there was any equality, 
any fairness in this mode of reckoning by the 
most direct route? He could think of no so equal 
and just plan—and he believed a large majority of 
the House would concur in this view— us -that of 
regulating the compensation by making a sufficient 
allowance to defray a gentleman’s necessary ex- 
penses, and to pay him reasonably for his time ne- 
cesaarily employed in traveling by the most ex- 
peditious route. He wished his colleague [Mr. 
Carrer] would consent so to modify his amend- 


ment as to move to re-commit this resolution to | 


the Committee on Mileage, with instructions to 
them to report such a bill—a bill which should af- 
fect members at both ends of the Capitol; for he 
(Mr. R.) would never vote to place a construction 
upon the law to apply to this House and not to 
the Senate.: 


< His colleague [Mr. Sweerser] had said he was 
not desirous of escaping responsibility. The 
responsibility was indeed great for reporting such 
a resolution, He (Mr. R.) knew not what replies 
the committee might have received from the dif- 
ferent members, i 

Mr. FITCH interposed and said, they had re- 
ave none from the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 

oor. 

ME ROOT. ` The gentleman is mistaken. 

Mr. SWEETSER (to Mr. Fircu.) Yes. My 
colleague [Mr. Roor] has replied to the committee. 
l have his reply. The gentleman from Indiana, 
(Mr. Fircu,} the chairman of the committee, has 
not seen it. 

Mr. ROOT (continuing) said that showed the 
chairman of the committee was not entirely in- 
formed upon this subject. He did not know what 
the gentleman had seen and what he had not seen. 
He knew perfectly well that he (Mr. R.) had re- 
ceived his letter and that he had replied. 

Mr. SWEETSER. Will my colleague allow 
me to read his reply ? 

Mr. ROOT. If my colleague will send it here 
I will read it. | 

(Mr. Sweerser sent the letter to Mr. Roor, by 
whom it was read. The reporter has not the letter. 
It stated in substance that he (Mr. Roor) did not 
know the distance of his place of residence from 
the Capitol, but that the usually traveled route was 
from Sandusky to Buffalo, thence to Albany, and 
soto New York, Philadeiphia, Baltimore, to Wash- 
ington, 

Mr. koot (continuing) said, he had stated 
what ‘was the “usually traveled?’ route. The 
exact distance he did not know nor care. The 
committee could ascertain that from the post office 
books, or from any other source. 

Now if his colleague [Mr. Swreerser] had 
founded the report upon that kind of correspond- 
ence, he was sorry for it. [A laugh.] If the com- 
mittee had been constantly bothered by thatkind of 
uncertainty, he was not surprised that such a reso- 
Jution should have emanated from them. He begged 
leave to say that the business of that committee 
was to know about distances, and it could be no 
great trouble for them to ascertain the distance from 
Sandusky via Buffalo, Albany, New York, Phila- 
adelphia, and: Baltimore, to Washington. 

Mr. FITCH (interposing) said, the gentleman 
seemed to suppose that the preamble had been re- 
ported with reference to his [Mr. Root’s] answer 
alone, whereas it had not been seen by the com- 
mittee; and the answer of the gentleman was such 
as if received from all would have been satisfac- 
tory to the committee. 

Mr. ROOT said he was very glad that the gen- 
tleman from Indiana, the chairman of the commit- 
tee, had made this statement acquitting him (Mr. 
R.) of all equivocation on the subject. With 
what ground, then, had all this flourish been 
made by his colleague {Mr. Sweetser] asking him 
to read that jetter? [A laugh.] > | 

He repeated that he wished the resolution re- 
committed to the committee, with instructions to 
report a bill which should operate upon both 
Houses, and furnish an equitable mode of comput- 
ing mileage ; or else that the House should them- 
selves take the matter in hand, change the resolu- 
tion to a joint resolution, and alter its effect 
so as to provide a fair mode of computation, 
which, he thought, would be by allowing for the 
time and expenses necessarily incurred by the 
most expeditious route. If his colleague [Mr. 
Carter] would so modify his motion to recom- | 
mit, it would be satisfactory to him, (Mr. R.,) and 
he believed to the House. 

Mr. CARTER asked his colleague if the gen- 
eral instructions he proposed did not embrace the 
object desired by him [Mr. Root]? He proposed | 
to allow for the time and expenses actually in- | 
curred. | 

Mr. ROOT suggested that his colleague insert : 
the word “ necessarily.” 

Mr. CARTER assented, and so modified his 
amendment. | 

Mr. ROOT having concluded— : 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, claimed this 
mileage question as an old acquaintance. It had | 
been frequently before the House, and had pro- 
duced a great deal of unnecessary excitement. A | 
great deal of excitement had always been got | 
up whenever the subject had been mooted. He 


was much surprised to hear the gentleman from |! 


Ohio [Mr. Swerrtser] state that- his constituents, 
were much excited on this subject. He was 
almost as much surprised at that statement as he 
was at the resolution itself which had been re- 
ported from the committee. The preamble ac- 
companying the resolution conveyed an imputa- 
tion on the members of the House. 

Mr. FITCH disclaimed any such intention on 
the part of the committee. , 

.Mr. BROWN said he did not speak as to the 
inteńtion of the committee, but as to the language 
of the resolution itself. 

Mr. FITCH. The language of the resolution 
contained no such imputation. 

Mr. BROWN said it did. The preamble alleged 
that members had been indefinite in their replies to 
the queries of the committee; and he desired to re- 
spond to this imputation, He recognized no such 
right in the Committee on Mileage, as the right of 
making such inquiries of members. It was the 
duty ofthe committee to derive the information 
they desired concerning the distances of routes 
from other sources than from the members them- 
selves. He had replied to the questions which had 
been propounded to him by the committee. What 
other members had answered he could not under- 
take to say. He had sent in his reply. He asked 
that the preamble accompaning the resolution be 
read. 

The preamble was then read as follows: 

« Whereas, the answers of members to the cireular ad- 
dressed to them by the chairman of the Committee ou Mile- 
age, asking for information as to the route by them traveled 
to the seat of Goverument, aud the probable distance, are 
indefinite,” &e., &e. 

Well, sir, an indefinite answer is equivalent to 
no answer at all. He did answer the inquiries of 
the committee, and in definite language, as to the 
route by which he had traveled to Washington, 
If there had been anything indefinite in the replies 
of other members, why not state whose replies 
were of that character? Was it supposed that 
any member would desire to shrink from the re- 
sponsibility of admitting it? And why was it stated 
that any replies had been indefinite and unsatisfac- 
tory, if it was not so? He desired to vindicate 
himself from this imputation. The committee had 
no right to put the questions to members. : He 
had given a definite reply; but he did not admit 
the right of the committee to go to members to 
make the inquiries to which answers ought to be 
obtained from other sources. He did not desire that 
his responses should be filtered through the Com- 
mittee on Mileage, and afterwards sent to the 
Sergeant-at-Arms, If he were to have the respon- 
sibility of deciding the distance he had traveled, he 
would prefer to go directly to the Sergeant-at-Arms 
on his own responsibility. 

The committee had no right to propound the 
questions to him, and then to complain that they 
were not answered. - He took it that every mem- 
ber had a right to put his construction on the law, 
and to be paid. according to that construction. 
There could be no difficulty in that, as there could 
be but one construction of the law, which pro- 
vided that members should be paid for the dis- 
tance by the nearest traveled route. Yet gentle- 
men talked as if that was difficult to be compre- 
hended. The existing law prescribed by what 
route the distance was to be computed. What 
necessity, then, was there for putting questions to 
decide this point? The object of the resolution 
was to put a construction on the law which no 
member could put upon it. The law says, “by 
the usual traveled route.” The resolution says, 
“by the usual mail route;” and that was a very 
different thing. It was not for the committee, by 
| anew construction, to change the effect of the law. 
He cared but little about the matter. His resi- 
dence was in a part of the country the most re- 
mote from Washington, and his case was brought 
before the public last session, and subjected to 
comment by a member from New York, who sent 
| it to his newspaper in that city for the purpose of 
getting up an excitement. But it produced no ex- 
citement, and he was happy to find that the people 
were not to be thrown into excitement on such 
trivial subjects, but that they reserved themselves 
for really important questions. i 

Mr. FITCH said, he should not attempt an an- 
swer at any length to the gentleman from Missis- 
sippi. Most of his remarks were made under 
misconception of the preamble to the resolution, 
That preamble, as he (Mr. Frrew) had already 
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remarked, stated facts in reference to the answers 
of members. He could state nothing as to the 
anawer of the gentleman from Mississippi—it very 
probably was sufficiently definite. But some of 
the answers (and the preamble if it does not read 
some,” should do so) were indefinite. By some, 
two or more routes were given, and the one “ most 
usually traveled” not designated; although the 
distance by those routes differed much. Theim- 
putation, then, that the committee reflected upon 
membersin the preamble is unwarranted and unjus- 
tifiąble. I repeat again, under the law as it now ex- 
ists, although it is wrong in principle, and unjust 
in operation, 1 entertain little doubt of the proper 
duty of the committee. The language of the law 
is explicit—mileage is to be allowed by the “ most 
usually traveled road.” No latitude is left the 
committee. Yet even under this explicit law, 
doubts, as to its construction, arc entertained by 
some ;—such doubts were presented to the commit- 
tee; and to test the opinion of the House the res- 
olution was directed to be reported for their action. 
If the House sees proper to adopt it, the construc- 
tion thereby placed upon the iaw will govern the 
action of the committee. It is true the resolution, 
in its present form, can operate only on this House 
—the other end of the Capitol will still draw mile- 
age under the old construction. This was taken 
under consideration by the committee, as was the 
introduction of a bill or joint resolution which, in 
the event of its passage, will be binding upon both 
ends of the Capitol. “Such bill may very prob- 
ably yet be reported from the committee, with or 
without instructions to that effect. The committee 
well knew, however, that no such bill or resolu- 
tion could be passed in time to be operative during 
this session. ‘The object of the resolution was te 
ascertain whether the House wa% willing to so 
construe the law as that mileage should-now be al- 
lowed only by the nearest mail route—a construc- 
tion which would operate more justly than the 
usual one, but which it may well be questioned 
whether the language “the most usually traveled 
road’? will justify. Permit me to suggest to my 
colleague (Mr. Gorman] that he insert “road” 
instead of ** route” in his proposed amendment. 

Mr. GORMAN asked, what is the difference? 

Mr. FITCH. Much, where the language of the 
law purports to be literally quoted. 

Mr. GORMAN asked if the resolution was not 
reported by the committee to avoid the responsi- 
bility of fixing mileage? 

Mr. FITCH. No, sir. 

Mr. GORMAN. Did not the chairman of the 
committee tell me so? 

Mr. FITCH. No, sir; no such thing. My 
colleague has fallen into an error as great as that 
into which the gentleman from Mississippi (Mr. 
Brown] fell. Tcan state what 1 did tell my col- 
league and have told other members, if it is justifi- 
able in me to drag the comparatively private pro- 
ceedings of the committee into the House. 

{ Yes, do iv’— Do it,” from several parts of 
the Hall.] ; 

Mr. FITCH. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
SwEETSER, a member of the committee] desired 
the committee to assume the responsibility of con- 
struing the law in the manner contemplated by the 
resolution. ‘This responsibility the majority were 
unwilling to assume, for reasons then stated, and 
which I will now repeat. The law had never 
been so construed. We were new members, and 
it ill became us to put a ‘different construction 
upon it from that acted upon for thirty years. 
The language of the law, it was contended, would 
not warrant such construction; and consequently 
the attempt to act under such would be esteemed 
by the House an. arbitrary stretch of power. 
Again, it was ascertained that a large proportion 
of the members had already drawn their mileage, 
governed in so doing by the aHowance made at 
previous sessions. if the mail route construction 
was adopted, these gentlemen had exceeded the 
sum to which they would be en , 
stances one-half. Neither the committee nor the 
House had any power to compel restitution of 
such sums from the members. If restitution can 


16 


titled, in some is- || : v 
Í to say upon the subject he intended to say now, 


|} Elouse at all upon th 


i side (many of whom 
i was upon the floor 


| thé Hlouse a report upon this subject. 


legally be sought anywhere it will be from you, 
Mr. Speaker, who have given them the authority 
upon which they have drawn their money. A 
large pecuniary resporisibility would thus be piled 
upou you—too large to be well borne, and which 


' the committee were not disposed to force upon you. 


Moreover, the. House would then present the 
singular and anomalous spectacle of one part of 
its members obtaining mileage under one law, and 
the other part under another; for the mail route 
construction will be tantamount to a new law. I 
stated, therefore, to my colleague, not that this 
resolution was introduced to avoid the responsi- 
bility of reporting, but of acting or refusing to act 
under such construction of the law. The commit- 
tee did not deem themselves (five members) a 
law making power. They could only act as 
others had acted under this law, or recommend its 
change, or ask the opinion of the House relative 
to an entirely new construction. They preferred 
the latter. The resolution as it stands does not 
meet my approbation. I prefer striking sat the 
root of the evil; for an evil the present law as- 
suredly is. I prefer, therefore, a joint resolution, 
or bill, limiting the mileage to what it justly 
should be, and so strongly framed that its intent 
shall admit of no"doubt. Members elected under 
the present law are not justly chargeable with 
wrong doing in obtaining the mileage it allows. 
It is the law which is in fault. Let that be amend- 
ed. This was distinctly stated last year by the 
Committee on Mileage, of which my friend from 


|| Missouri, behind me, (Mr. Green,] was a mem- 


drew up and presented to 
voted 
against laying the resolution upon the table. I 
shall continue to vote against any effort to destroy 
it, for I desire to see some action on the subject, 
c resolution may be so amended as to 
binding upon both national 
| legislative bodies, and correct abuses in connec- 
| tion with this matter existing in both. 

| Mr. BURT -desired to move an amendment, 
Í to commit the whole matter to the Committee” on 
i Mileage, with instructions to report a bil to regu- 
| late and equalize the mileage, by reducing the 
; same, if found to be too high. 

Mr. SCHENCK also desired to submit an 
| amendment tò recommit, with instructions for the 
| Committee to take up the whole subject of mileage, 
| and if any change in the present system was found 
| to be necessary, to report a bill founded upon just 
| principles. 

The CHAIR explained, how it was that neither 
of the amendments was then in order—the reso- 
lution itself of the committee being in the nature 
of instructions. 

Mr. BURT moved the previous question. The 
question, however, was not sustained. à 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, said that he did 
not suppose that he would have addressed the 
e subject under discussion, but 
for some remarks which had fallen from the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, [Mr. Root,] and to which he 
would allude at their proper place before he yielded 
the floor. 

[Here Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, interposed 
and asked the Speaker if the morning hour had not 
expired, and moved to proceed to the business upon 
the Speaker’s table, and to the orders of the day.] 

The SPEAKER remarked that Mr. Evans had 
the floor. 

Mr. EVANS, continuation, observed that the 
motion made by the gentleman from Tennessee 
would have come from him with greater propriety 
if he had made it while some member of his own 
had addressed the House) 
ose of the motion 
he did not in- 


| ber, and who, I think, 


! and hope th 
} Pa 
| become a joint one, 


% 


; for the purp 
of the gentleman from Tennessee 
tend to yield the floor. 

Mr. JOHNSON ‘remarked that the gentleman 
from Maryland [Mr. Evans] would, if his motion 
prevailed, have the foor in the morning. 

Mr. E. (ecmtinuing) observed that what he had 


and not hereafier. 


It must, he remarked, be apparent to the House 


that there was great inequality: in the pay of ment- 
bers of the House, and injastice in. that inequality, 
too, or this debate would not-have been solong 
and so patiently listened: to: What were the 
| facts? Certain members on this floor came here 
on the first Monday of December, 1849, drew 
two thousand four hundred. dollars mileage; they 
will receive for their per diem during the. season 
(say) sixteen hundred dollars, and on the fist Mon- 
day of December, 1850, will again draw mileage 
to the further amount of two thousand four hun- 
dred dollars; making their pay in the whole, for 
the year, the sum of six thousand four hundred doł- 
lars; while members from the State of Maryland, 
and froin the nearest districts of Virginia and Penn- 
| sylvania, will receive only about seventeen hundred 
dollars for their services during the same time. 
_ Now, sir, where is the justice of this? There 
is no justice, equality, or right in it; but, ‘in order 
to cover it up, to hide the injustice and inequality 
from the country, members were very much, in the 
habit of dilating here, with great complacency y. 
upon their distance from their homes, upon the 
fact that they had to submit to the loss of the 
profits which otherwise might be acquired: from 
their private pursuits; and now and then throw 
aut hints also about the superior diligence of their 
attendance upon the deliberations of this. body. 
Ail this, sir, 1s, no doubt, very satisfying to their 
self-pride, but it is convincing to nobody who un- 
derstands the facts of the case, The gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Roor] had made us a long, and, 


in justice he would add, an able speech; but 
| throughout the whole of it he seemed to look one 
way and row another. He assents, nay, he de- 
clares, that the present system is wrong, that it ` 
ought to be amended; he even goes so far.as to 
state @ substantive proposition of his’ own in lieu 


of it; but, at the same time, he hints, he insin- 
uates, nay, he asserts, that the motives of those 
who happen not to res 


i 
| ide very fur from the Capi- 
i tol are not all th 


| at they should be; and, with a 
| grave shaking of the head, a significant pointing 
i of the finger, and a deliberate precision of address, 
| he remarks that whenever a change ts effected thay 
| the attendance of gentlemen who come from no 
very remote distance, shall be looked into, and 
their per diem docked for non-attendance. : 
He (Mr. Evans) answered, him with: all his 
heart—with all his heart. He courted investiga- 
tion, he defied scrutiny; and in opposition. to, this 
declaration; healso asserted that theaverage attend + 
ance of members who come from no very great 
distance to this Capitol is as good; yes, sir, itis 
| better than that of those who draw fat sums in the 
| shape of mileage. Mr. Speaker, (said Mr. Evyans,) 
fam willing that the calls of the House, that the 
records of the yeas. and nays shall test this ques- 
tion. Iam weary of the endless repetition of the 
charge of non-attendance, without refutation, and 
I confidently assert that the doties of members 
representing the States of Pennsylvania, Virginia, 
| New Jersey, the nearer parts of New York, and 
Maryland, are performed by them with as much 
constancy and fidelity, as are displayed by any 
gentlemen having seats here. 
° Why, sir, the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Roor,] dilated to us at length upon the bogs, the 
morasses, the ‘‘ mosses, waters, slops and styles” 
that lie between us and his home; and ‘declared 
that he would like to see some of us have.agood 
shaking over an Ohio corduroy road. Now, he, 


{Mr. Evans,] ventured the assertion that if his , 
i colleague from the Sixth District, [Mr.. Kerr,] 


which is the mail route, 
| from his residence to this city, he will travel quite 
| as far in that sort of conveyance, as the gentleman 
| from Ohio. That gentleman, appeared to have, 
| indeed, a sufficiently. easy time of it, so far as 
railroads and steamboats were concerned, upon the 
i route laid down in hig letter of reply to the com- 
munication from the Committee on Mileage. As 
for other gentlemen, he would take the case of a 
member coming by way of New Orleans; at that 


| traveled by the stage route, 


city the: member took a steamboat and came along 
snugly, cozily and comfortably up the river, to 
Wheeling or Pittsburg. 
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Mr. VINTON. Brownsville. 

Mr. EVANS thanked the gentleman for the 
correction—to~ Brownsville, some miles further į 
than Wheeling or Pittsburg. Such a gentleman 
traveled at the easiest, cheapest, most comfortable 
raté possible, with fine, quarters, and the richest 
imaginable fare; he found himself, almost without 
knowing it, in the city of Washington; and, presto, 
entitled to two ‘thousand. four hundred: dollars:for 
all the happily escaped dangers: of this “ raging 


canal.” So much, sir, for the difficulties of getting | 


here, by those who are best paid for coming. But, 
sir, there is another argument frequently alluded 
to here by gentlemen, and pressed by them, evi- 
dently with all the conviction that there is some- 
thing in it. . They appear to be quite satisfied that 
here is. something to which no reply can be ven- 
tured; and that argument is, sir, that they—the 
lawyers among them at least—lose their practice. 
Well, sir, (said Mr. Evans,) and pray who does 
not? Who: comes here, and at the same time re- 
tains his practice? Gentlemen seem to be endeav- 
oring to persuade themselves that all the time of 
members living not remote from the Capitol is 
spent in the courts of law and equity of their own 
districts. , 

Sir, it is a great mistake, it is a great mistake; 
a member from the city of New York, from the 
city of Philadelphia, from the city of Baltimore, i 
from the city of Richmond, may indeed go home | 
for the special purpose of making a hurried argu- ! 
ment in some particular and important cause. 


Even this does not often happen; but they lose, i 


as every member who comes here must, all the 
new practice, which would otherwise accrue to 
them—nota new case are they employed ini He 


would say for himself, that. when he first came to || 


Congress, he had, for a young man, a respectable 


practice as a lawyer; with care and attention it | 


promised to increase. And how is it now? it is 
going; he was losing it rapidly, and few new cases 
were coming to his hands. Let this delusion, then, 
` of “ inability to attend to business at home,” which 
appears to have existed, be at once exploded, so 
far as it has been imagined to be peculiar @ gen- 
tlemen receiving handsome sums for mileage; sir, 
itis an inconvenience, a loss common to us all, 
and should not be quoted a favor of any particular 
person. i 
And now, at this stage of the argument, without 
referring to the report of the Committee on Mileage, 
which did not appear to be as luminous as it 
might. be; but for the purpose of getting at the ob- 
ject of that report, which seemed upon the face of 
it at least a little singular, and which certainly 
was not of a kind.very usual here, he (Mr. 
Evans) would ask the gentleman from Ohio, 
[Mr. Sweerser] how the ‘“‘commotions ” upon 
the subject of mileage which had occurred in his 
district, had been produced? Who had intro- 
duced the subject of mileage into the political 
struggle ? 
Mr. SWEETZER replied that the subject had 


been introduced into the canvass in his district || 


through the agency of persons in Washington, 
who were cognizant of the facts. It would be seen 
on looking into the records, that his predecessor had 
received mileage for nine hundred and odd miles, 
although he lived forty miles nearer to Wash- 
ington than he (Mr. Swrerser) did. It had been 
. demonstrated that in the 9th and 10th districts, 
800 or 900 dollars had been received beyond what 
ought to have been allowed. 

Mr. EVANS (resuming) said, that he did not 
consider this an answer to his question. He did 
not intend,in any way, to be personal in any 
debate, or even to seem so to be; but he had 
understood that the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Sweerser,] who was now upon the Committee 
of Mileage, had introduced this question into the 


canvass; that it had been largely debated, and cir- | 


culars had been distributed bearing upon the sub- 
ject of mileage and upon the amount received by 
his predecessor. He was glad to find that he was 
mistaken. Every gentleman, of course, was the 
judge of the manner in whieh he would under- 


take to conduct a political canvass; but in his (Mir. | 


Evans’s) district, the people never worried them- 
selves about questions of this kind. “He would 
respect them less if they did. 


_ Mr. SWEETSER (interposing) said, that the | 


Statements had been made at the instigation of 
persons in Washington, without his knowledge 
or consent. He had no agency in the matter; 


ments. j 


been in the habit of ‘arousing themselves” on such 
| questions; and though it had been asserted during 
| the last Congress that his mileage might, without 
impropriety, be reduced a dollar and some odd 
| cents, he had never, during the whole canvass, 
heard a word about it. f 

Mr. SWEETSER wished to eall attention to 
one. fact, that the gentlemen who had received ‘this 
‘undue allowance had attempted to show that they 
* had not demanded it, but that it was the allowance 
made by the Committee on Mileage, without 
their agency; that the responsibility, therefore, 
| ought to rest on the committee. To avoid such 
| an occurrence hereafter this resolution was sub- 
| mitted. ` 7 
: Mr. EVANS, continuing. The answer of the 
| gentleman from Ohio was sufficient fer his pur- 
i pose. It did shed some light upon this extra- 
| ordinary report, half advice, half asking for 
| instruction, and which sought to repeal a Jaw by 
|i resolution. It seems, after all, that this report is 
: a partisan affair. He did not mean.on the part of 
| the Democratic party, but on that of gentlemen 
i who brought it here. It looked to the particular 
i ends, and particular relations, and particular situ- 
ations, And particular conditions, and political 
prospects of particular individuals. The law as it 
existed was plain and must be executed. ‘The 
| Committee on Mileage had a plain duty, the law 
was express upon the face of it; but then to follow 


ii this plain precept might lead to some difficulty, to 


| some political inconsistency, and hence this most 
luminous and intelligible report; that was the ex- 
planation of it. Every gentleman could see it ata 
i glance, and the whole mystery was solved. The 
gentleman [Mr. Sweerser] said that the persons 
| in the ninth and tenth districts of Ohio had declared 
|| that they had not demanded this ‘ undue allow- 
ance,” that it was the allowance made by the 
Committee on Mileage without their agency. 
This committee, peculiarly situated as it is, at- 
tempts to get rid of the difficulty by asking Con- 
gress to permit them to construe a law contrary to 
its express provisions; for if they follow the law, 
he (Mr. Evans) presumed the allowance for the 
‘ninth and tenth districts’? will be as usual. 

Mr. EVANS remarked, that he only intended 
wh%n he rose, to speak of the attendance of mem- 
bers, and to vindicate those relatively near Wash- 
ington from the allegation of the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Roor.] He had not desired to detain 
the House so long. 

Mr. ROOT (interposing) asked the gentleman to 
| inform him how much the predecessor in the 29th 
Congress of the gentleman from Maryland was in 
his place? 

Mr. EVANS (continuing) said, that he was not 
‘| here during that Congress, and was, therefore, not 
able to reply to that interrogatory; but this he 
would say for his predecessor, [Mr. CONSTABLE, ] 
that however much or however little in his seat, 
he was a gentleman of marked ability and deci- 
ded talents, who shed light upon every subject 
that he investigated, and gave force to every con- 
|| clusion and to every argument. That gentleman 
li often did as he pleased, and pleased as often in 
what he did. He set up no rule forsach men; but 
| he believed he [Mr. ConstasLe} was quite as 
much in Washington as others. 

Gentlemen from a distance, (said Mr. E.,) from 
| INinois or elsewhere, may absent themselves a 
| month together from attendance upon the House, 
| without comment; buta member nearer home ran 
greater risks. His absence was sure to be no- 
| uced by his constituents; there was greater danger 
n it, therefore. it did not so frequently occur, 
whatever gentlemen might say to the contrary. 

Mr. RICHARDSON asked the gentleman from 
|| Maryland to nameany member from Illinois who 
|| had absented himseif. 
i| Mr. EVANS said he would reply to his friend 
i from Hlinois, as the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
i Root] did to his colieasue upona similar inquiry, 

“ that he did not mean him, and further than that, 
|, the gentleman had no right to question him.” 
| In conclusion, he would remark that he knew 
| the fate of this subject—he had seen it up here be- 
fore. This was the last of it; and if for no better 
reasons, for this, that members had drawn their 
mileage, and if a new rule of computation were 
now adopted, might be bound, if. not legally, at 


| but the people had become aroused by the state- 


Mr. EVANS, continuing: ‘his people had never 


least in honor, to refund: this consideration would 
give the subject its’ quietus. 

And now he would make a fair proposition to 
gentlemen. Let all the mileage be brought into 
hotchpetch, and equally divided. This would 
give a fair compensation to each; for though there 
were few who received too much, there were many 
who recieved too little. | 

“On motion of Mr. RICHARDSON, the Houge 
proceeded to the consideration of the business op 
the Speaker’s table. ; 

Mi. EVANS, of Maryland, inquired of the 
Chair whether the annual report of the Secretary 
of the Treasury had been printed ? 

The CHAIR said it had been ordered to he 
printed. i > 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, was under- 
stood to say that the inquiry bad better be, whether 
it ever would be printed ? 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a mes- 
sage from the President of the United States, 
which was read as follows, viz: 


To the Howse of Representatives of the United States: 
I transmit herewith the annual report of the Di- 

rector of the Mint at Philadelphia, showing the 

operation of the mintat Philadelphia and branches 

for the year 1849. Z. TAYLOR. 
Wasuineron, January 28, 1850. 


On motion by Mr. TTARALSON, the message 
and report were ordered to lic on the table, and be 

rinted. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
communication from the Department of the Inte- 
rior, transmitting the report of the Commissioner 
of Pensions, showing the applications under the 
different pension laws which had been rejected at 
that office, and the reasons for such rejection. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, moved that the re- 
port be printed. ` 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, reiterated his in- 
quiry as to whether the report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury had been printed ? 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said it was 
ascertained that it was not prihted. 

Mr. EVANS had been told that the printer says 
that the House had not given the order. | > 

Mr. VINTON was understood to say, that it 
was upon his motion that the report, together with 
the usual number of extra copies, were ordered to 
be printed. 

[Some desultory conversation followed, growing 
out of the inquiry made by Mr. Evans, of Mary- 
land, as to the reason why the report of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury had not been printed. In this 
conversation Messrs. Evans, VINTON, SCHENCK, 
Jones, Tuompson,” of Mississippi, MeWiue, 
VENABLE, and Preston Kine, participated. Mr. 
Scuencx complained of the increasing neglect 
and delay which was now experienced in pro- 
curing the printed documents, citing, particular- 
ly, as one example, the journals of the House, 
which were many days in arrear. As evi- 
dence that such neglect and delay need not oc- 
cur, he referred to ‘the clock-like regularity ’* 
with which the Congressional Globe, containing 
not only the journals, but the debates of the 
Housc, were daily Jaid upon the tables; and he de- 
clared that in regard to all these matters of public 
printing there was complete delinquency. Mr. 
Tuomrson, of Mississippi, concurred in the jus- 
tice of the complaint of Mr. Scuencx, and in- 
quired how long the patience of the House was to 
be thus abused ? ‘* Quousque tandem abutere patien- ` 
tia nostra??? "The chairman of the Committee on 
Printing [Mr. McWiuie] was called upon to 
throw light, if he could, on the surrounding dark- 
ness. 

He declared he had thought it strange that he 
saw no documents upon the tables; but being a 
new member, unaccustomed to the mode in which 
these things had been done, and the attention of 
the committee not having been called particularly 
to them, he was unable to explain the causes of 
the perplexity and delay. Mr. VENABLE amused 
the House by suggesting that the public printing 
was following the ‘‘hold-over” policy adopted in 
respect to the Doorkeeper and Postmaster; and 
Mr. Presto Kine intimated the propriety of an 
examination by the committee into the ability of 
the contractor to perform his contract, and of his 
responsibility in connection therewith. The mat- 
ter for the moment received its quietus, by a decla- 
ration from Mr. McWiur.ie that the committee 


A 


TON, of Tennessee, to go into Committee of the 


uy The joint resolution from the Senate to author- 
ize the purchase of the manuscript Farewell Ad- 


1850. | 


would inquire into the subject forthwith, and- | 
would to-morrow make some communication as to | 
the result of its investigation. }- o 
The report was then laid on the table and or- 
dered to be printed: 
An ineffectual motion was madé by Mr. STAN- 


Whole on the state of the Union. ' 

Mr. BOW LIN asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to.reporta resolution from the Commit- |! 
tee on Public Lands, to arrest tfe printife of a re- | 
port which emanated from the General Land 
Office; and desired to have the letter of the Com- 
missioner upon the subject read. i 

Objection was made. 

Senate bill, entitled an act to provide for the 
repair and, improvement of the dam at the head 
of Cumberland Island in the Ohio river, came up 
in order, was read twice, and on the motion of 
Mr. BOYD, referred to the Committee on Com- | 
merce. 

Also, Senate bill to authorize the trustees of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in Georgetown, Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to hold certain property for the |! 
purposes therein. stated, was read twice, and on 
the motion of Mr, BOYD, referred to the Commit- | 
tee on the District of Columbia. i 


ope 


WASHINGTON’S FAREWELL ADDRESS. 


dress of General Washington, coming up in its 
order, was read the second time. 

Mr. JONES moved that it be referred to the || 
Committee on the Library. 

Mr. CASEY remarked that he hoped the refer- 
ence would not be made, but that the resolution 
would be put upon its final passage; nor could he 
see any objection to this course, as every gentle- 
man would feel proud to see this precious relic of 
the Father of his Country among the archives of 
the Government; and that if the resolution be 
committed, it would, in all probability, be delayed 
till a time when it will be beyond the reach of 
Congress—as it is announced in the public papers 
that this manuscript will be sold at public auction 
on the 12th of February next—and, therefore, re- || 
quires prompt and immediate action on the part of || 
this House. 1 hope, therefore, that the affection || 
for the name and character of George Washington, 
and the patriotism of the House, will promptly 
vote down the motion to refer, and that the coun- 
try shall be put in possession of this invaluable 
document. 


The question was taken on the motion to refer 
to the Library Committee, and decided in the 
negative. 


The bill then received a third reading, with the |; 
view to its passage. 

Mr. CARTER moved so to amend the billas to 
limit the amount to be paid by the committee to 
five hundred dollars. He said the amendment 
was to protect the Government against an exorbi- 
tant demand. : 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, said that if such 
alimitation were inserted in the resolution it would 
be tantamount to saying that Congress would give 
that amount: If the manuscript was worth being 
purchased by Congress, it was worth paying more 
for than would be paid froth any other source. He 
hoped the gentleman from Ohio would withdraw 
his amendment. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of ‘Tennessee, adverted to the 
appropriation of 420 ,000 which had heretofore 
been voted for the papers of General Washing- 
ton, and asked if Congress was willing now, be- 
cause the name of Washington was made the | 

retext for this new claim, to submit to anything | 
like this. He characterized it as an attempt to 
rob the treasury. Why may not some one come 
to Congress hereafter for the purchase of a uni- 
form, or the sword of General Washington, or 
for the cracked. prandy-bottle said to have be- 
longed to him, which he believed was now in the 
Patent Office, with a little brandy remaining in it? | 
What would there be to prevent an application 
hereafter to Congress for the purchase of any or 
all of these? It appeared to him that this was 
merely a scheme to extort money from the public 

treasury- f . . i | 

Mr. OLDS inquired if this was a genuine docu- |j 
ment which Congress was called on to purchase? 


| to the printers. 


| buy this document, 


| rejected. 


manuseript from which they composed belonged 
the prin ‘Mr. Claypoole had stated that he 
wag allowéd by General Washington to retain the 
manuscript of the Address as his own property. 
Ee had examined this manuscript, and he, as well 
as gany others who had looked at it, were fully 
satisfied as to its authenticity. He wished to make 
some reply to other observations which had fallen 
from the gentleman from Tennessee. But he would 
only now say that this document had become the 


| property of the heirs of Mr. Claypoole, and that it 


was indisputably from the pen of General Wash- 
ington. It had become necessary for it to be ex- 
posed to public sale, and he had the word of the 
heirs that it should be sold. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. At what price? 

Mr. CHANDLER said the lowest price which 
had been fixed waagene thousand doilars. 

Mr. JOHNSON asked: what was the highest 
amount fixed? 


Mr. CARTER intimated that the owner of that 


| document had a perfect right to speculate on the 


reputation of General Washington. It appeared 
to be the privilege of the representatives of all the 
distinguished men who had figured in eur history, 


| to be permitted to come here and put their fingers 


in the treasury. The gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania had said that this manuscript would be in the 
market for sale to the highest bidder. And any 
mañ who would sell a relic of George ‘Washington, 
would not hesitate to get half a dozen rascals to 


| bid it up, and if the spirit of the, nation was 
‘ roused, would not scruple to employ a host of sub- 


terranean bidders. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, said, it was his 


Í wish that the amount of the purchase money 


should be limited. He appreciated everything 
that had belonged to General Washington as 
highly as any man could do. But he desired that 
some limits should be fixed. Congress had been 
called on to purchase the manuscript papers of 
General Washington, Jefferson, Madison, Mon- 
roe, and Hamilton; and that was getting to be a 
regular business. 
If (he said) it was desired to perpetuate this 
relic of Washington, where was the spirit of patri- 
-otism that it could not animate some individual to 
purchase it, and deposite it in the Patent Office, 
where it might be seen by all. But money, that 
almighty power, stood in the way of such an act 
of patiiotism; and the owners want Congress to 
step forward and make the purchase. There was 
but little evidence of patriotic feeling in this. He 
thought any man who loved his country and, the 
„fame of Washington, would be very unwilling to 
expose to public sale any manuscript from the pen 
of General Washington. He hoped that if it was 
the understanding that one thousand dollars would 
that this sam would be in- 
serted as a limit. Why should Congress, by 
leaving out the limitation of price, put it in the 
ower of any one to make a speculation on the 
public treasury? He would move to fill the blank 
with the words ‘fone thouaand’’, and then if that 
was agreed to, he hoped the resolution would be 


“The reading of Mr. Carrer’s amendment was 
asked for; and it was again read, as above reported. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, desired to put a 
question to the gentleman from Pennsylvania. If 
this man was selected by General Washington to 
print his farewell address, and then retained the 
manuscript by permission of the General, was he 
permitted merely to retain itin his keeping, or to 
become the owner of it? Was it given to him for 
the purpose of making money of it? . 

Mr. CHANDLER said that if he could ever 
bring himself to believe that General Washington 
had ever entertained a thought that anything he 
had ever written or worn would be kept as relicts 


him, he (Mr. C.) should entertain a much lower 
opinion of that distinguished man than he ever 
had entertained. The General had given this 
document to Mr. Claypoole, and it was given him 
without restriction as to his disposal of it. The 
family of Mr. Claypoole were always proud of it. 
But, in consequence of his death, it must now be 
exposed to sale by public auction, under the laws 
of the State of Pennsylvania. And when he had 
named one thouggad dollars as the price of the 
manuscript, he had only placed on it the estimate 
to meet the demands of the law. 


Mr. CHANDLER said he believed that it was 
mong printers an admitted fact, that the original 


The gentleman from Tennessee had asked why 


{ 


to be worshipped by those who would come after | 


the uniform; the sword, and the brandy-flask 


might not hereafter be purchased by Congress. 
He could give no reason except it. might. be 
that the brandy was: all out.of the flask: The 
manuscript was offered, and ought to be purchased 
by Congress, or it would fall into other hands. It 
had become necessary that it should be -sold. 
There had been no hawking of it about, no eut- 
ting of it up to be sold by instalments. Ifthe Gov- 
ernment does not buy it, others will, and: accord- 
ing. to the estimate which is set upon it on the 
other side of the “Atlantic. He repeated that 
there could be no doubt of the genuineness of thé 
document, which had been substantiated by’ per- 
sons who had known General Washington, and 
who were familiar with his handwriting. 

Mr. JOHNSON asked if the gentleman from : 
Pennsylvania believed that General Washington 
would have permitted the present possessors of 
the document to retain it, had he supposed it 
would have been offered at public sale? 

Mr. CHANDLER had no means of answering 
the question. f 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, 
question. 

Mr. CHANDLER replied, but his exact words 
did not reach the reporter’s desk. : 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, thought it ex- 
traordinary that gentlemen were indisposed. to 
place confidence in the committee in reference 
to this ‘subject. They had argued as if” this 
manuscript had been pressed on Congress for 
purchase. The fact is that the executors and heirs 
of the proprietor have no control over it. Had the 
original owner been yet alive, Congress would not 
have had the opportunity of becoming possessed 
of it. He had deceased, and the heirs had ro con- 
trol of the matter. The document must be sold; 
and he hoped that the day would not be consumed 
in debating whether 1000 or 500 dollars should be 
given for it; but that the purchase should be left 
to the discretion of the, Committee on the Library. 

Mr. STEPHENS concluded by remarking that 
he had risen principally to move the previous 
queston: which he now did. He however with- 

rew the motion at the request of : 

Mr. HOLMES, who said if there were a relic 
of Washington which should be treasured in the 

Capitol it was this identical paper. Tt had been 
often disputed, and until this paper had come to 
the view of the public it had been. seriously doubt- 
ed whether that Farewell Address was the pro- 
duction of Washington, or whether the great mind 
of Alexander Hamilton had not conceived and 
expressed the sentiments of that immortal paper. 
And now, as if Providence had. come to. vindicate 
the fame of Washiñgton, it had so happened that 
upon: the decease 0 the person with whom this: 

recious document had been deposited, the fame of. 
Washington was vindicated and all doubt was re- 
moved. In the Capitol, where it was intended by. 
act of Congress that his ashes should repose, we 
ought to preserve as à sacred deposit this memo- 
rial of his living virtues. 

Mr. STEPHENS renewed his demand for the 
prevjous question. 

There was a second. 

And the main question was ordered to be now 
taken, (which was first on the amendment limiting 
the amount of purchase money to $1,000.) 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered. 

And, pending the question, í 

The House adjourned. 


repeated the . 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Alabama, gave notice that he would in- 
troduce a bili to grant the right.of way through the public 
Jands to the Central Piank Road Company of. Alabagge- : 


PETITIONS, &6 5 
The following petitions were presented and re- 


ferred under the rule : (2% 

By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of John Gordon, pray- 
ing Congress to grant bim a pension for injuries received in 
the Yast war ith Great Britain. Referred to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 


3 - CONGER: The memorial of 22 citizens of Little 
vak MY Gand county, New York, asking the establishment 
of the rate of postage on prepaid letters at two cents per 

: ice. , 
Pa oF 130 citizens of Virgil, in said county and State, 
same purpose. i f ry : 
Oy Mr. ROBBINS: The memorial of Henry Simpson, 
asking. balance of salary as late appraiser of the port of 
Philadelphia. Referred to the Commitiee on Claims. 


By Mr. BUEL: The petition of Thomas B. Clarke, of 
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Detroit, praying for a land patent to he issued to him; which 
was referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Also, the petition of Orange Risdon, and 114 others, pray- 
ing for the establishment of a post ronte from Grand Haven 
to Manistee, in the State of Michigan ; which was referred 
to the. Committee'on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. BOOTH: The memorial of Samuel Russel and 
nineteen others, for the reduction of postage on prepaid let- 


“ters to two cents. 


Also; the memorial of Ellen Stone, heir and administra- 
trix ‘of. the late Leman Stone, praying for indemnity for 
French spokiations prior to 1800. 
| ByMr. ROBINSON: The petition of seventy-five citizens 
of Ohio ‘ceunty, Indiana, praying a reduction of postage to 
two cents per balf ounce. on. prepaid letters; which was 
zeterred to the Committee on the Post Office and Pest 

oads. 9: 

On. motion by Mr. ROBINSON, leave was granted to 
withdraw from the files the papers in the case of the heirs 


‘of Joseph Gerard, praying compensation for services asa 


military 
Claims. n 

By Mr. YOUNG: The memorial of Robert Rutherford, 
praying Congress to grant bim a pension in consequence of 
disability incurred in the gallant defence of Fort Harrison. 
Referred to the Gommittee on Invalid Pensions. 


guides and they were referred to the Committee on 


By Mr. EVANS, of Ohio: The petitions of John Met- f 


calf and 81 other citizens of Putnam, Ohio; of John Peters 


and 101 others, and of William Wilson and 244 others, of. 


Zanesville, Ohio, for cheap postage and abolition of frank- 
ing privilege, Referred to the Committee on the Post Of- 
fice and Post Roads. : 


The petition of George Cassiday, an invalid soldier of the i 


Mexican war, for a pension. Referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. ~ : 

And the petition of Seth Adams, of Zanesville, Ohio, for 
indemnity for French spoliations prior to 1809. Referred to 


the Committee on Commerce. 


IN SENATE. 
Tourspay, January 29, 1850. . 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a communication from the Department of the Inte- 
rior, transmitting a report from the Commissioner 
of Pensions, embracing a list of those who have 
applied for pensions and had their claims rejected ; 
‘a list of those applying for invalid pensions whose 


i 


claims have been rejected; and a list of those per- | 


sons who have applied under the law granting 
pensions to widows and orphans of soldiers of the 
regular army, volunteer and militia, whose claims 
have been rejected, and showing the rea 
each case for the rejection. 

The document was ordered to lie on the table; 
and the motion to print was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing. 

MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented a petition from 
citizens of Binghampton, New York, asking a re- 
duction in the rates of postage; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Also, a petition of Wm. C. Bryant and others, 
citizens of New York, asking a suspension of the 
diplomatic intercourse with Austria and the with- 
holding of all appropriation for the same; which 


was referred to the Committee'on Foreign Rela- | 


tions. 

Mr. WALKER presented the petition of A. 
W. Starks, asking compensation for his services 
in carrying the mail; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and. Post Roads. 


Mr. TURINEY submitted a document relating | 


to the claim of Anthony Rankin, an ensign in the 


last war with Great Britain, to the reimbursement | 


of money paid for medical attendance during an 
illness contracted prior to his discharge from the 
army; which was referred to the Committee of 
Claims. ` 

Mr. SEWARD submitted a document relating 
to the claim of William Biake fora pension; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. STURGEON presented a memorial of the 
National Schoo] Convention held in Philadelphia, 
askipg the establishment of a bureau of public ed- 
ueation; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Library. 

Mr. SOULE presented a memorial of the Board 
of Health of the city of New Orleans and the 
Board of Administrators of the Charity Hospital 
of the State of Louisiana, asking the enactment ot 
a law imposing a tax upon alien passengers arriv- 
ing at the ports of the United States; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HAMLIN submitted an additional docu- 
ment relating to the claim of Peter Grover; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BUTLER presented a memorial of the 
Charleston Chamber of Commerce, asking that 
certain warehouse expenses heretofore borne by 
the Government may not be imposed on the im- 


t 
i 


7 


gns in | 


| 
H 
| 
t 


porter; which was referred. to the Committee on 
Commerce. 5 ; 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented a memorial 
from citizens of Kanesville, lowa, asking a grant 
to that town of the lands on which it is located; 
which was referred to the Committee on Ryblic 


Lands. 

On motion by Mr. PEARCE, 

Ordered, That the petition of Jobn T. Sullivan, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. . 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. f 

Mr. DICKINSON, from the Committee on 
Finance, to which was referred the petition of 
James Cunningham, of Adams county, Pennsyl- 


issued by the Continental Congress, asked to be 


ii discharged from the further@onsideration of the 


same, and that the petition lie on the table; which 
was agreed to, ; 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
| referred the memorial of Henry Simpson, formerly 
appraiser in the custom-house at Philadelphia, 
asking to be paid for the entire year, he having 


i been removed when only two months of the year 


had expired, made an adverse report on the same; 
which was agreed to. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the resolutions of the Common Council of 
New York in favor of the establishment of a 
branch mint in that city, asked to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the same, and 
that it lie on the table, asa bik had already been 
reported; which was agreed to’ 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to which was referred the memorial of 
Abigail Shaler Stilwell, legal representative of 


| Wm. Shaler, deceased, submitted an adverse report į 


on the same; which was ordered to be printed. 
Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred so much of the President’s message as re- 
lates to carrying out the treaty with Brazil, 
reported a bill to carry into effect the convention 
between the United States and the Emperor of 
Brazil of the 27th of January, in the year 1849; 
| which was read and ordered to a second reading. 
| Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee of 
| Claims, to which was referred the petition of 
! James Robertson, submitted a report asking to be 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
same;. which was ordered to be printed. ~ 


i BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 

Mr. SEWARD, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill granting land 
to the refugees who took part in the support of the 
| struggles for liberty and independence in Hungary 
and other European countries; which was read, 
| laid on the table, and the motion to print referred 
to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. WALKER, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to establish 
| a port of entry at Milwaukee, in the State of Wis- 
i consin, and for other purposes; which was read a 
j 


: the Committee on Commerce, together with a re- 
port of the Board of Trade of Milwaukee, Wis- 
| consin. 

f PUBLIC PRINTING. 

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. President, I beg leave to 
i submit a resolution, and I ask the Senate to en- 
| tertain it at this time. It is as follows: 

Resolved, Thai the Secretary of the Senate report the eir- 
enumstances which have delayed the delivery.to members of 
tbe Senate of the estimates of appropriations, as required 
by the joiut resolution of January 7th, 1846. 

I beg leave to state, thata joint resolution of both 
| branches of Congress, passed in January, 1846, 
requires the Secretary of the Treasury to submit 
to Congress estimates of the appropriations to be 
| made; he is bound by law to do this, and he is 
| required to have them prepared before the com- 
i mencement of the session of Congress, and printed 
| and delivered to the Clerk of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, to be by him distributed as other public 


| 
t 
|i documents are. I understand, by inquiry at the 


| Treasury Department, that the estimates of ap- 
| propriations were prepared and printed before the 
commencement of the session. i understand they 
were delivered to the Clerk of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and yet copies havenot been laid on the: 
table of Senators, as by law R aired, Without 
these estimates it is impossible for the Senate un- 
derstandingly to act upon the various appropriation 


vania, asking Congress to redeem certain notes | 


| first and second ume by its title, and referred to | 


bills which must be passed by Congress, and I 
hope the Senate will adopt this resolution. 

The resolution was taken up by unanimous con- 
sent and agreed. to. 


DIPLOMATIC INTERCOURSE WITH AUSTRIA. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD submitted the following 
resolution, which he desired- might be read and 
laid on the table, giving notice that he meant to 
move it as_a substitute for that offered by the Sen- 
ator frog, Michigan, Mr. Cass, when the subject 
came up: . 

Resolved, That while the people of the United States sym- 
parbize with popalar movements to reform political institu- 
tions inconsistent with the enlightened opinions of the pres- 
ent age, and wouid rejoice to see all the nations of the earth 
adopt the American. minciple of representative self-govern- 
ment under written constitutional limitations, they disclaim 
any right to iIntermeddle with the domestic policy of other 
nations, and repudiate all attempts to control the action of 
foreign Governments in respect to treir internal affairs or 
civil dissensions and wars, jnst as they would resist any in- 
terference from abroad with their own. 


. THE- SLAVERY QUESTION. 
Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, I hold in my hand 


| a series of resolutions which I desire to submit to 
the consideration of this body. Taken together, 
in combination, they propose an amicable arrange- 
| ment of all questions in controversy between the 
free and the slave. States, growing out of the sub- 
| ject of slavery. Itis not my intention, Mr. Presi- 
i dent, af this time, to enter into a full and elaborate 
discussion of each of these resolutions, taken 
| separately, gr the whole of them combined to- 
| gether, as composing a system of measures; but I 
desire to present a few observations upon each 
resolution, with the purpose, chiefly, of exposing 
it fairly and fally before the Senate and before 
the country; and Imay add, with the indulgence 
| of the Senate, towards the conclusion, some gen- 
ii eral observations upon the state of the country and 
the condition of the question to which the resolu- 
tions relate. Whether they shall or shall not 
meet with the approbation and concurrence of the 
Senate—as | most ardently hope they may; as I 
most sincerely believe they ought—I trust that at 
least some portion of the long time which I have 
| devoted, with care and deliberation, to the prepa- 
ration of these resolutions, and to the presentation 
of this great national. scheme of compromise and 
harmony, will be employed by each Senator be- 
| fore he pronounces against the proposition em- 
braced in these resolutions. The resolutions, sir, 
| are all preceded by a short preamble, to which of 
i course I attach no very great importance, The 
preamble and first resolution are as follows: - 
| It being desirable for the peace, concord, and harmony of 
the union of these States to settle and adjust amicably all 
| existing questions of controversy between them arising out 
of the institution of slavery, upon a fair, equitable, and just 
basis: Therefore i 

lst. Resolved, That California, with suitable boundaries, 
| anght, upon her application, to be admitted as one of the 
States of this Union, without the imposition by Congress of 
any restriction in respect to the exclusion or introduction 
of slavery within those boundaries. 

Mr. President, it must be acknowledged that 
there has been some irregularity in the movements 
which have terminated in the adoption of a con- 
stitution by California, and in the expression of 
her wish—not yet formally communicated to Con- 
gress, it is true, but which may be anticipated in 
a few days—to be admitted into the Union as a 
State. There has been some irregularity in the 
manner in which they have framed that constitu- 
tion, It was not preceded by any act of Con- 
gress authorizing the convention and designating 
the boundaries of the proposed State, according to 
all ihe early practice of this Government, accord- 
|| ing to all the cases of the admission of new States 
l into this Union, which occurred prior, I think, to 
| that of Michigan. Michigan, if £ am not mis- 
taken, was the first State which, unbidden, un- 
authorized by any previous act of Congress, 
undertook to form for herself a constitution, and 
to knock at the door of Congress for admission 
into the Union. 1 recollect that at the time when 
Michigan thus presented herself, I was opposed, 
in consequence of that deviation from the early 
practice of the Government, to the admission. 
The majority determined otherwise, and it must 
be in candor admitted by all men, that California 
i has much more reason to do what she has done, 
|i unsanctioned and unauthorized by a previous act 
f S Congre than Michigan had to do what she 

id. < 
! Sir, notwithstanding the irregularity of the ad- 


: met in convention, and by a unanimous vote, em- 


: of Mississippi, “part 
‘concurred in the resolution—that California by a 
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mission of Michigan into the Union, it has been. 
a happy event. She forms now one of the bright 
stars of this glorious Confederacy. -She has sent | 
here to mingle in our councils Senators and Rep- 
resentatives—men eminetitly distinguished, with 
whom we may all associate with pride, with) 
pleasure, and with satisfaction, And I trust that 
if California—irfegular as her previous action may 
have been in the adoption of a constitution, but 
more justifiable than was the action of Michigan 
—if she also shall be admitted, as is proposed by 
this first resolution, with suitable limits, that she | 
tao will make her contribution of wisdom, of pa- } 
triotism, and of good feeling to this body, in order j! 
to conduct the affairs of this great and boundless || 
empire. ji 

The resolution proposes her admission when |} 
she applies for it. There is no intention on my 
part to anticipate such an application, but I thought 
it right to present this resolution as a part of the 
general plan which | propose for the adjustment 
of these unhappy difficulties. A AY 

The second resolution, sir, is as follows: 

Qi. Resolved, That‘as slavery does not exist by law, and 
is not likely to-be introduced into any of the territory ac- 
quired by the United States from the Republic of Mexico, it || 
is inex pedient for Congress to provide by law, either for its 
introduction into or exchision from any part of the xaid ter- 
ritory; and that appropriate Territorial governments ought 
to be established by Congress inah of th id territory, not | 
assigned as the boundaries of the proposed Stat» of Califor- | 
nia, without the adoption of any restriction or condition on | 
the subject of slavery. il 

This resolution, sir, proposes, in the first in- i 
stance, a declaration of two truths—one of law | 
and the other of fact. The truth of law which i 
declares is, that there does not exist, at this time, 
slavery within any portion of thé territory acquired || 
by the United States from Mexico, When I say, i 
sir, that itis a truth, [ sneak my own solemn and} 
deliberate conviction: lam aware that some gen: | 
tlemen have held a different doctrine; but I per- | 
suade myself that they themselves, when they 
come to review the whore ground, will see sufficient | 
reasons for a change, or at least a modification of | 
their opinions; but that, at all events, if they ad- | 
here to that doctrine, they will be found to com- 
pose a very small minority of the whole mass of || 
the people of the United States. 

The next truth which the resolution asserts is, 
that slavery is notlikely to be introduced into any | 
portion of that territory. That is a matter of fact; | 
and all the evidence upon which the fact rests is | 
perbaps as accessible to other Senators as it is to 
me; but I must say that from all [ have heard or 
read, from’ the testimony of all the witnesses I 
have seen and conversed with, from all that has 
transpired and is transpiring, I do believe that not 
within one foot of the territory acquired by us 
from Mexico will slavery ever be planted, and I 
believe it could wot be done even by the force and } 
power of public authority. ; 

Sir, facts are daily occurring to justify me in| 
this opinion. Sir, what has occurred? And upon 
that subject, and indeed upon this whole subject, 
Linvite Senators from the free States especially to 
consider what has occurred even since the Jast 
session—even. since the commencement of this 
session—since they left their respective constitu- | 
encies without an opportunity of consulting with 
them .upon that great and momentous fact—the 
fact that California herself, of which it was as- 
serted and predicted that she never would establish | 
slavery. within her limits when she came to be ad- 
mitted as a State; that California herself, embra- ; 
cing, of all other portions of the country acquired 
by us from Mexicé, that country mto which it 
would have been most likely that slavery should 
have been introduced; that California herself has 


body slaveholders from the State 


bracing in that 
as well as from other‘ parts, who 


unanimous vote has declared against the introduc- 
tion of slavery within her limits. I think, then, 
that taking this leading fact in connection with all | 
the evidence we have from other sources on the |; 
subject, I am warranted in the conclusion which 
constitutes the second truth which I have stated in | 
this resolution, that slavery is “not likely to be | 
introduced into any of the territory acquired by us || 
from Mexico.” . . : 

Sir, thé latter part of that resolution asserts that 
it is the duty of Congress to establish appropriate 
territorial governments within all the ‘country ac- 
quired from Mexico, exclusive of California, not 


ej 


|| Texas ought to be fixed on the Rio del Norte, commencing 


| lying on the east or west of thar river. 


ij that portion of the 
| that State, contracted prior to its annexation to the United 
i States, and for which the i 


| desire to say a few words. 


embracing in the acts by which these governments 
shall be constituted either a prohibition or an ad- 
mission of slavery. 
Sir, much as I am disposed to defer to high 
authority, anxious as I -really am to find myself 
in a*position that would enable me to codperate 
heartily with the other departments of the Gov- 
ernment in conducting the affairs of this great 
people, I must say that I cannot—without a dere- 
liction of duty—consent to an abandonment of 
them without government, leaving them to all 
those scenes of disorder, confusion, and anarchy 
which I apprehend, in respect of some of them, 
there is too much reason to anticipate will arise. 
Jt is the duty, the solemn—lI was going to add the 
most sacred duty—of Congress to legislate for 
their government if they can, and at all events to 
legislate for them, ad to give them the benefit of 
law, and order, and security. . 
The next resolutions are the third and fourth, 
which, having an immediate connection with each 
other, should be read and considered together. 
They are as follows: A ae 


3d. Resolved, That the western boundary of the State of 


one marine league from its mouth, and ranniag up that 
river to the southern line of New Mexico; thence with 
that line eastwardly, and so continuing in the same direc- 
tion to the Jine established between the United States and 
Spain, excluding any portion of New Mexico, whether 


Ath. Resolved, That it be proposed to the State of Texas 
that the United States will provide for we payment of all 
legitimate and bona fide public debt of 


i duties on foreign imports were 
pledged by the said State to its creditors not excecding 


npon which I base this liability on the part of the 
United States to pay.a specified portion of the debt 
of Texas is not new tome. It is one which 1 have 
again and again announced to be an opinion-enter- 
tained by me.I think it is founded upon princi- 
ples'of truth and eternal justice. Texas being an 
independent Power, recognized as such by all the 
great powers of the earth, invited loans to be made 
to her to enable her to prosecute the then existing 
war between her and Mexico. She told those 
whom she invited to make these loans that ‘if. 
you make them the duties on foreign imports shall 

be sacredly pledged for the reimbursement of. the 

loans.” ‘The loans were made, The money was 

received, and expended in the establishment of her 

liberty and her independence. After all this, she an- 

nexed herself to the United States, who thencefor- 

ward acquired the right to the identical pledge 
which she had made to the public creditor to satisfy 
the loan of money which he had advanced to her. 

The United States became the owners of that 
pledge and the recipient of all the duties payable 
in the ports of Texas. 

Now, sir, I do say that, in my humble judg- 
ment, if there be honor, or justice, or truth 
amongst men, we do owe to the creditors who thus 
advanced their money upon that pledge the reim- 
bursement of the money, at all events to the ex- 
tent that the pledged fund would have reimbursed 
it, if it had never been appropriated hy us to our 
use. We must recollect, sirythat in relation to 
that pledge, and to the loan made in virtue and on 
the faith of it, there were three parties bound—I[ 
mean after annexation—the United States, Texas, 


the sum of $ in consideration of the said duties so 
pledged having been no tonger applicable to that object | 
after the said annexation, but having thenceforward become 

payable tọ the United States; and upon the condition also 

that the said State of Texas shall, by some solemn and 

authentic act of her Legislature, or of a convesition, relin- 

quish to the United Stites any claim which it has to any 

part of New Mexico. 


Mr. President, I do not mean now, I do not} 


know that I shall atany time—itis a very complex 
subject, and one not free from difficulty—go into 
the question of what are the true limits of Texas. 
My own opinion is, | must say, without intending 
by the remark to go into any argument, that Texas 
has not a good title to any portion of what is called 
New Mexico. And yet, sir, Lam free to admit 
that, looking at the grounds which her representa- 
tives assumed, first in the war with Santa Annain 
1836, then at what transpired between Mr. Trist 
and the Mexican negotiators when the treaty of 
peace was negotiated, and thea the fact that the 
United States have acquired all the country which 
Texas claimed as constituting a portion of her ter- 
ritory; looking at all these facts, but without at- 
taching to them, either together or separately, the 
same degree of force which gentlemen who think 


| that Texas has a right to New Mexico do, I must 


say that there is plausibility, to say the least of it, 

in the pretensions that she sets up to New Mexico. 

I do not think they constitute or demonstrate the 

existence of a good title, buta plausible one. Well, 

then, sir, what do I propose? Without entering 

into any inquiry whether the Nueces or the Rio 

Grande was the true boundary of Texas, I propose 

by the first of these two resolutions, thatits western 

limits shall be fixed on the Rio del Norte—extend- 

ing west from the Sabine to the mouth of the Rio | 
del Norte—and that it shall follow up the Bravo, or | 
the Rio del Norte, to where it strikes the southern 

line of New Mexico, and then, diverging from 

that line, follow on in that direction until it reaches 

the line as fixed by the United States and Spain 

by their treaty of 18193 and thus embracing a vast 

country abundantly. competent to form two or 

three States—a country which I think the highest 

ambition of her greatest men ought to be satisfied 

with as a State and member of this Union. 

But, sir, the second of these resolutions makes a 
proposition to the State of,exas upon which I 
It proposes that the 
Government of the United States will provide for 
the payment of all that portion of the debt of Tex- 
as for which the duties received upon imports from 


foreign countries was pledged by Texas at a time | 


when she had authority to make pledges. How 
much it will amount to I have endeavored to as- 
certain, but all the means requisite to the asccr- 
tainment of the sum have not been received, and 
itis not very essential at this time, because it is 
the principle. and not the amount that is most 
worthy of consideration. Now, sir, the ground 


and the creditor of Texas, who had advanced his 
money on the faith of a solema pledge made by 
Texas. 

Texas and the United States might do what they 
thought proper; but in justice they could do noth- 
ing to deprive the creditor of a full reliance upon 
the pledge upon the faith of which he had ad- 
vanced his money. Sir, it is impossible now to 
ascertain how much would have been received 
from that source of revenue by the State of Texas 
if she had remained independent. ` It would be 
most unjust to go there now and egamine at Gal- 
veston and her other ports to ascertain how much 
she now reccives by her foreign imports; because, 
by being incorporated into this Union, all her sup- 
plies which formerly were received from foreign 
countries, and subject—many of them at least—to 


import duties, are now received by the coasting 
trade, instead of being received from other coun- 
tries, as they would have been if shé had remained 
independent, Considering the extent of her terri- 
tory, and the rapid manner in which her popula- 
tion is increasing, and is likely to increase, It 18 
probable that in the. course of a few years there 
might have been such an amount received at the 
various ports of Texas—she remaining indepen- 
dent—as would have been adequate to the extinc- 
tion of the debt to which I have referred. 

But, sir, it is not merely in the discharge of what 
I consider to be a valid and legitimate obligation 
resting upon the United Stated to: discharge the 
specified duty, it is not upon that condition alone 
that this payment is proposed to he made; it is also 
upon the further condition that Texas shall relin- * 
quish to the United States any claim that she has 
to any portion of New Mexico. Now, sir, al- 
though, as I believe, she has not a valid title to any 
portion of New Mexico, she has aclaim; and for 
the sake of that general quiet and harmony, for 
| the sake of that accommodation which ought to be 
as much the object of legislation as it is of individ- 
| uals in their transactions in private life, we may: 
| do now what an individual in analogous. circu m- 
i stances might do, give something for ‘the relin- 
quishment ofaclaim, although it should notbe well 
i| Founded, for the sake of peace. Jt is. therefore 
propesed—and this resolution does propose—that 
‘| we shall pay the amount of the debt contracted by 
Texas prior to its annexation to the United States, 
in consideration of our recepuicn of the duties ap- 
plicable,to the extinction of that debt; and that 
Texas al also, in consideration of a sum to be 
advanced, relinquish any claim which she has to 
any portion of New Mexico. ; : 

The fifth resolution, sir, and the sixth, like the 
third-and fourth, are somewhat connected together. 
They are as follows: : 

“bth. Resolved, That it is inexpedient to abolish slavery 
in the District of Columbia, whilst that institution cini 
tinues to exist in the State of Maryland, without the consent 
of that State, without the consent of the people of the Diz- 
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trict, and without just compensation to the owners of slaves 
within the District. ere 

6th. But Resolved, That it is expedient to prohibit within 
the District the slave-trade,-in. slaves brought into it from 
States or places beyond the. limits of the District, either to 
be sold therein as merchandise, or to be transported to 
other markets without the District of Columbia. 


The first of these resolutions, Mr. President, in 
somewhat different language, asserts substantially 
no other principle than’ that which was asserted 
by the Senate of the United States twelve years 
ago, upon resolutions which I then offered, and 
which passed—at least the particular resolution 

assed—by a majority of four-fifths.of the Senate. 
Pallade to the resolution presented by me in 1838. 
I shall'not enlarge on that resolution; it speaks for 
itself; it declares that the institution of slavery 
should not be abolished in the District of Columbia 
without the concurrence of three conditions; first, 
the assent of Maryland; second, the assent of the 


people within the District; and third, compen- 


gation to the owners of the slaves within the Dis- 
trict for their property. . 

The next resolution proposed deserves a passing 
remark. It is that the slave trade within the Dis- 
trict ought to be abolished, prohibited. I do not 
mean by that the alienation and transfer of slaves 
from the inhabitants within this District—the sale 
by one neighbor to another of a slave which the 
one owns and the other wants, that a husband may 

erhaps be put along with his wife, or a wife wit 

er husband,“ I do not mean to touch at all the 
question of the right of property in slaves amongst 
persons living within the District; but the slave 
trade to which I refer was, I think, pronounced an 
abomination more than forty years ago, by one of 
the most gifted and distinguished sons of Virginia, 
the late Mr. Randolph. And who is there who is 
not shocked at its enormity? Sir, it is a great mis- 
take at the North, if they suppose that gentlemen 
living in the slave States look upon one who is a 
regular trader in slaves with any particular favor 
or kindness. They are often—sometimes unjustly, 
perhaps—excluded from social intercourse. {have 
known some memorable instances of this sort. 
But, then, what is this trade? It isa good deal 
limited since the retrocession of the portion of the 
District formerly belonging to Virginia. There 
are Alexandria, Richmond, Petersburg, and Nor- 
folk. south of the Potomac, and Baltimore, Annap- 
olis and perhaps other ports, north of the Potomac. 
Let the slave-dealer, who chooses to collect hisslaves 
in Virginia and Maryland, go to these places; let 
him not come here and establish his jails and put 
on his chains, and sometimes shock the sensibili- 
ties of our nature by a long train of slaves passing 
through that avenue leading from this Capitol to 
the house of the Chief Magistrate of one of the 
most glorious Republics that ever existed. Why 
should he not do it? Sir, fam sure I speak the 
sentiments of every Southern man, and every man 
coming from the slave States, when I say let it 
terminate, and that it is an abomination; that there 
is no occasion for it; it ought no longer to be 
tolerated, 

The seventh resolution relates to a subject em- 
braced in a bill now under consideration by the 
Senate. It is as follows: 

7th. Resolved, That more effectual provision ought to be 
made by law,faccording to the requirement of the Constitu- 
tion, for the restitution aud delivery of persons bound to ser- 


vice or labor in any State who may escape into any other 
State or Territory in the Union, 


Sir, that is so evident, and has been so clearly 


shown by the debate which has already taken | 


place on the subject, that I have not now occasion 
to add another word. 

The last resolution of the series of eight is as 
follows: 

And 8th. Resolved, That Congress has no power to pro- 
hibit or obstruct the trade in slaves between the slaveholding 
States; but that the admission or exclusion of slaves brought 
froin one into another of them, depends exclusively upon 
their own particular laws. 

It is obvious that no legislation is necessary or 
intended to follow that resolution. It merely as- 
serts a truth, established by the highest authority 
of law in this country, and in conformity with 
that decision I trust there will be one universal 
acquiescence, 

I should not have thought it necessary to em- 
brace in that resolution the declaration which is 
embraced in it, but that I thought it might be use- 
fal in treating of the whole subject, and in accord- 
ance with the practice of our British and American 


ancestors, occasionally to resort to great funda- į 


mental principles, and bring them freshly and 
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| different question. 


| as I have said, a greater amount of concession 


i all. 


| your families, where are your people, Senators ; 


i 


manifestly before our eyes, from time to time, to 
avoid their being violated upon any occasion. 

Mr. President, you have before you the whole 
series of resolutions, the whole scheme of arrange- 
ment- and accommodation of these distracting 
questions, which I have to offer, after having be- 
stowed. on these subjects the most anxious, in- 
tensely anxious, consideration ever since I have |; 
been in this body.. How far it may prove accept- 
able to both or either of the parties on these great 
questions, it is not for me to say. | think it ought 
to be acceptable to both. There is no sacrifice of 
any principle, proposed in any of them, by either 
party. The plan is founded upon mutual forbear- | 
ance, originating in a spirit of conciliation and con- 
cession; notof principles, but of matters of feeling. 
At the North, sir, I know that from feeling, by 
many at least cherished as bêg dictated by con- 
siderations of humanity and’ philanthropy, there 
exists a sentiment adverse to the institution of 
slavery. i d B 

Sir, I might, I think—although I believe this 
project contains about an equal amount of conces- | 
sion and forbearance on both sides—have asked 
from the free States of the North a more liberal l 
and extensive concession tban should be asked | 
from the slave States. And why, sir? With you, |! 
gentlemen Senators of the free States, what is it? | 
An abstraction, a sentiment-——a sentiment, if you | 
please, of humanity and philanthropy—a noble | 
sentiment, when directed rightly, with no sinister | 
or party purposes; an atrocious sentiment—a de- | 
testable sentiment—or rather the abuse of it—when 
directed to the accomplishment of unworthy pur- | 
poses. Isaid that I might ask from you larger |! 
and more expansive concessions than from the 
slave States. And:why? You are numerically 
more powerful than the slave States. Not that 
there is any difference—for upon that snbject I 
cannot go along with the ardent expression of feel- 
ing by some of my friends coming from the same 
class of States from which I come—not that there 
is any difference in valor, in prowess, in noble and | 
patriotic daring, whenever it is required for the |, 
safety and salvation of the country, between the |! 

eaple of one class of States and those of the other. 
You are in point of numbers, however, greater; į 
and greatness and magnanimity should ever be 
allied together. 

But there are other reasons why concession upon | 
such a subject as this should be more liberal, more | 
expansive, coming from the free than from the | 
slave States. Itis, as I remarked, a sentiment, a || 
sentiment of humanity and philanthropy on your | 
side. Aye, sir, and when a sentiment ôf that || 
kind is honestly and earnestly cherished, with a '] 
disposition to make sacrifices to enforce it, itis a |; 
noble and beautiful sentiment; but, sir, when the | 
sacrifice is not to be made by those who cherish $ 
that sentiment and inculcate it, but by another 
people, in whose situation it is impossible, from 
their position, to sympathize and to share all and | 
everything that belongs to them, I must say to | 
you Senators from the free States, it is a totally | 
On your side it is a sentiment 
without sacrifice, a sentiment without danger, a 
sentiment without hazard, without peril, without | 
loss. But how is it on the other side, to which, 


f 


ought to be made in any scheme of compromise ? 
Tn the first place, sir, there is a vast and incalcu- 
lable amount of property to be sacrificed, and to |: 
he sacrificed, not by your sharing in the common |, 
burdens, but exclusive of you. And this is not 
The social intercourse, habit, safety, proper- i 
ty, life, everything, is at hazard in a greater or less | 
degree in the slave States. i 
Sir, look at that sterm which is now raging be- 
fore you, beating in all its rage pitilessly.on your | 


family. They are in the South. But where are : 
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from the free States? They are safely housed, |; 
peace, and quiet in the bosom of their own fami- |; 
lies. f - : 

Behold, Mr. President, that dwelling-house now | 
wrapped in flames, Listen, sir, to the rafters and | 
beams which fall in succession, amid the crash; 


f 


and the flames ascending higher and higher as : 
i they tumble down. 
! children who are flying from the calamitous scene 


Behold those women and 


and with their shrieks and Jamentations imploring 
the aid of high Heaven. Whose house is that? 
Whose wives and children are they? Yours in 


1 Roe 
the free States? No. You are looking on in safety 


and security, whilst the conflagration which I have 
described is raging in the slave States, and pro- 


į duced, not intentionally by you, but produced 


from the inevitable tendency of the measures which 
you have adopted, and which others have carried 
far beyond what. you have wished. 

In the one scale, then, we behold sentiment, 
sentiment, sentiment alone; in the other property, 
the social fabric, life, and all that makes life de- 
sirable and happy. - 

But, sir, I find myself engaged much beyond 
what I intended, when I came this morning from 
my lodgings, in the exposition with which I intend- 
ed these resolutions should go forth to the consid- 
eration of the world. I cannot omit, however, 
before I conclude, relating an incident, a thrilling 
incident, which occurred prior to my leaving my 
lodgings this morning. 

A man came to my room—the same at whose 
instance a few days ago 1 presented a memorial 
calling upon Congress for the purchase of Mount 
Vernon for the use of the public—and, without 
being at all aware of what purpose I entertained 
in the discharge of my public duty to-day, he 
said to me: ** Mr. Clay, | heard you make a re- 
mark the other day which induces me to suppose 
that a precious relic in my possession would be 
acceptable to you.” He then drew out of his 
pocket, and presented to me, the object which I 
now hold in my hand. And what, Mr. President, 
do you suppose itis? Jt isa fragment of the cof- 
fin of Washington—a fragment of that coffin in 
which now repose in silence, in sleep, and speech- 
less, all the earthly remains of the venerated Fa- 
ther of his Country. Was it portentous that it 
should have becn thus presented to.me? Was it 
a sad presage of what might happen to that fabrie 
which Washington’s virtue, patriotism, and valor 


| established ? No, sir, no. It was a warning voice, 


coming from the grave to the Congress now in ses- 
sion to beware, to pause, to reflect before they 
lend themselves to any purposes which shal] de- 
stroy that Union which was cemented by his exer- 
tions and example. Sir, I hope an impression 
may be made on your mind such as that which 
was made on mine by the reception of this pre- 
cious relic. $ 

And, in conclusion, I now ask every Senator, I 
entreat you, gentlemen, in fairness and candor, to 
examine the plan of accommodation which this 
series of resolutions proposes, and not to pro- 
nounce against them until convinced after a thor- 
ough examination. I move that the resolutions 
be read and received. 

The resolutions were then read as follows: 


It being desirable for the peace, concord, and harmony of 
the Union of these States, to settle and adjust amicably all 


existing questions of controversy between them, arising out * 


of the institution of slavery, upon a fair, equitable, and just 
basis: Therefore, 

lst. Resolved, That California, with suitable boundaries, 
ought upon her application to be admitted as one of the 
States of this Onion, without the imposition by Congress of 
any restriction in respect to the exclusion or introduction of 
slavery within those boundaries. i 

2d. Resolved, Thatas slavery does not exist by law, and 
is not likely to be introduced into any of the territory ac- 
quired by the United States from the Republic of Mexico, 
it is inéxpedient for Congress to provide by law either for its 
introduction into or exclusion from auy part of the said ter- 
ritory; and that appropriate Territorial governments ought 
to be established by Congress in all of the said territory, not 
assigned as the boundaries of the proposed State of Califor- 
nia, witkoat the adoption of any restriction or condition on 
the subject of slavery. 

3d. Resolved, That the western boundary of the State of 
Texas ought to be fixed on the Rio del Norte, commencing 
one marine league from its mouth, and running up that river 
to the gouthern line of New Mexico; thence with that line 
eastwardly, and so continuing in the same direction to the 
line as established between the United States and Spain, 
excluding ány portion of New Mexico, whether lying on the 


; east or west of that river. 


4th. Resolved, That it be proposed to the State of Texas 
that the United States will provide for the payment of ali that 
portion of the legitimate and bona fide public debt of that 
State contracted priortc its annexation tothe United States, 
and for which the dutics on foreign imports were pledged 


; enjoying all the blessings of domestic comfort, |; by the said State to its creditors, not exceeding the sum of 


$—~——,, in consideration of the said duties so pledged 
having been no longer applicable to that object after the 


: Said annexation, but having henceforward become payable 


to the United States; and upon the condition also that the 
aid State of Texas shall, by some solemh and authentic act 


‘| of her Legislature, or of a convention, relinquish to the 
i United States any claim which it has to any part of New 
| Mexico. 

Sth. Resolved, That it is inexpedient to abolish slavery in 
the District of Columbia, whilst that institution continnes 
to exist in the State of Maryland, without the eonsent ofthat 
|, State, without the consent of the people of the District, and 
| without just compensation to the owners of slaves within 
1) the District. 


1850. 


6th. But Resolvéd, That it is expedient to prohibit within 
the District the slave-trade, in staves brought into it from 
States or places beyond the limits of the District, either to. 


he sold therein as merchandise, or to he transported to ather . 


markets without the District of Columbia: i 

7th. Resolved, That more effectual provision ought to be 
made by law, according to the requirement of the Constitu- 
tion, for the restitution and delivery of-persons hound to 
service or labor in any State, who may escape into any other 
State or Territory in the Union. j $ 


„And 8th. Resolved, That Congress has ‘no power to pro- 
hibit or obstruct the trade in slaves between the slaveholding 
States; but that the admission or exclusion of slaves brought 
from one into another of them, depends exélusively upon 
their own particular laws, e : n 

Mr. CLAY. Thad intended to propose that we 

should now fix upon some convenient day for the 
discussion of these resolutions. I shall be satisfied 
with any early day which the Senate in their pleas- 
ure may decide upon.’ I would propose Monday 
or Tuesday of the next week. 
_ Mr. RUSK. [do not intend, Mr. President, to 
enter into this discussion, and I rise simply for the 
purpose of saying that I regret extremely that the 
distinguished Senator from Kentucky, in his laud- 
able desire to settle a very troublsome question 
now agitating the people of the United States, 
should have seen proper, rather unceremoniously 
as I think, to take one-half of the territory of the 
State I have the honor in part here to represent, to 
make a peace-offering to a spirit of encroachment 
on the constitutional rights of one-half of this 
Union. J do not intend to enter into any discus- 
sion of that grave and. important question, nor do 
Z intend, when the discussion of these resolutions 
shall arise, to put myself in opposition to the 
powers of oratory of the distinguished Senator 
from Kentucky; but I do promise now to prove, 
when that discussion shall arise; that the bound- 
aries of Texas are to the Rio Grande; that no 
power at all exists in Congress to take cognizance 
of that question; and that the Congress of the 
United States cannot interfere with the boundaries 
of the State of Texas without inflicting a deeper 
stain on the high reputation of the Government of 
the United States for justice than would-be done 
by appropriating the entire amount of territory 
which was acquired by all for the exclusive benefit 
of one-half of those who acquired it. 

‘Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President, I wish it were in 
my power to act in accordance with the request 
of the honorable Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. 
Cuary,] who seems so strongly to deprecate de- 
bate, at the preserit moment, upon the resolutions 
introduced by him, and who has so strongly 
urged us to deliberate well and dispassionately 
apon these resolutions before we take ground 
against them. But indeed, sir, I feel it impossi- 
ble to remain altogether silent without more or 
Jess subjecting myself to misconstruction, and 
exposing to serious danger principles which % 
hold to be indispensable to the safety of the 
southern States of the Confederacy, and to the 
integrity of the Union itself. I know well that 
the honorable Senator’s intentions are pure and 
patriotic—that he designs only the safety and hap- 

iness of the whole republic; and yet I do verily 
believe that if the resolutions now introduced by 
him shall be adopted, accompanied by the remarks 
which he has just uttered in our hearing, without 
any response, or even suggestion of objection 
from any southern Senator, a presumption of 
acquiescence might arise which would be deeply 
detrimental to a cause which I hold dearer than 
life itself. I do not propose to discuss these reso- 
lutions in eatenso; 1 will not thus far interfere 
with the wishes of the honorable Senator from 
Kentucky ; but a few remarks by way of protest, 
I must be allowed at once to put in. These, 
though, will be as brief as possible. In offering 
such remarks, I find myself somewhat embar- 
rassed, in consequence of never having had an 
opportunity of reading the resolutions of the hon- 
orable Senator, and only having heard them read 
by him in the course of his comments upon them. 

If I misconstrue their import in any particular it 

will not be matter of surprise to any one, or con- 
stitute just ground of complaint against me. 

If 1 understand the resolutions properly, they 

e objectionable 
iey ule assert that itis not expedient that Con- 

ress should abolish slavery In the District of 
Columbia; thus allowing the implication to arise 
that Congress has power to legislate on the subject 
of slavery in the District, which may hereafter be 
exercised if it should become expedient to do s0; 
whereas, I hold that Congress has, under the 


as it seems to me: 1. Because’ 


Constitution, no such legislative power at all, and 
that-any attempt thus to legislate would bea gross. 
fraud-upon all the States of the Union. 

2.: The resolutions of the honorable Senator as- 


as I am of opinion that the treaty with the Mexi- 
can republic carried the Constitution, with all its 


and sectred the privilege to every southern slave- 
holder to enter any patt of it, attended by his slave 
property, and to enjoy the same therein free from 
all molestation or hinderance whatsoever. l 
3. Whether slavery is or is not likely to be in- 
troduced into these territories, or into any one of 


ment, to be at present positively affirmed; and Lam 
unwilling to make a solemn legislative declaration 
on the point. Let the future provide: the appropriate 
solution of this interesting question. 

4. Considering, as I have several times hereto- 
fore formally declared, the title of Texas to all the 
territory embraced in her boundaries as laid down 
in her law of 1836, full, complete, and undeniable, 
I am unwilling to say anything, by resolution or 
otherwise, which may in the least degree draw 
that title into question, as I think is done by one 
of the resolutions of the honorable Senator from 
Kentucky. : 

5. I am, upon constitutional and other grounds, 
wholly opposed to the principle of assuming State 
debts, which I understand to be embodied in one of 
the resolutions of the honorable Senator from Ken- 
tucky. If Texan soil is to be bought, (and with 
certain appropriate safeguards, I am decidedly in 
favor of it,) let us pay to the sovereign State of 
Texas the value thereof in money, to be used by 
hersas she pleases. It will be, as I think, more del- 
icate and respectful to let her provide for the man- 
agement of this matter, which is strictly domestic 
in its character, in such manner as she may choose 
presuming that she will act wisely, justly, and 
honorably towards all to whom she may be ine 
debted. 

6. As to the abolition of the slave trade in the 
District of Columbia, I see no particular objection 
to it, provided it is done in a delicate and judicious 
manner, and is not a concession to menaces or de- 
mands of factionists and fanatics. If other ques- 
tions-can be adjusted, this one will, perhaps, occa- 
sion but little difficulty. : p iof 

7. The resolutions which provide for the resto- 
ration of fugitives from labor or. service, and for 
the establishment of territorial governments free 
from all restriction on the subject of slavery, have 
my hearty approval. The last resolution—which 
asserts that Congress has no power to prohibit the 
trade in slaves from State to State—I equally ap- 
prove. . 

8. If all other questions connected with the sub- 
ject of slavery can be satisfactorily adjusted, I gee 
no objection to admitting all California above the 
line of 36 degrees and 30 minutes into the Union; 
provided another new slave State can be laid off 
within the present limits of Texas, so as to keep 
up the present equiponderance between the slave 
and the free States of the Union; and provided, 
further, all this is done by way of compromise, and 
in order to save the Union, (as dear to. me as to 
any man living.) _ 

Haring thus frankly stated my objections to the 
honorable Senator’s resolutions, and having stated 
also wherein I approve them, I shall cease to oc- 
cupy theattention of the Senate. 

Mr. CLAY. Itis my purpose not to engage 
at present in the discussion of thiš subject. Nor 
do I rise to make any observations, except one or 
two, in. respect to what the Senator from Texas 
{Mr. Rusk] has said. He, L think, misunderstood 

the line referred to in the resolution, as the pro- 
posed boundary of the State. It does take him to 
the Del Norte, but it does not give him the whole 
of it from the mouth te its source. And in regard 
to the portion of country acquired from Mexico, 
called New Mexico, it is a proposition to his 
State. On this subject I have expressed the opin- 


ions Í hold, and if at any time I shall find it neces- 


Senator, perhaps I might be disposed to do so, for 
I differ in toto with him. Sir, I honor the Senator’s 
watchfulness, for it was ali proper in him, as one 
of the representatives of the State of Texas, when 
he found that her garments were to be touched, to 


rise and make his protest against it. But really, 


sert that slavery does not now exist by law in the- 
territories recently acquired from Mexico; where- 


guaranties, to all the territory obtained by treaty,. 


them, isa proposition too uncertain, in my judg- 


sary tọ discuss these opinions with the honorable | 


| 


better accept than reject it: Ft is ancoffer, howevei,: 
and may be rejected or pot.: If so, each party will 
remain in possession of its owm rights: ; <o 2.5 F 


-Respecting what the Senator from. Mississippi 
{Mr.:-Foorg]. says, I:know that he speaks.: from, 
kindness ineverything that he hasuttered;and Tam 
very happy to. find. his objections levelled rather 
at the affairs of the District: of Columbia, except as, 
respects the limits of California, which is a sub- 
ject for fair consideration when the question of her 
admission shall:come up. . I was not able to get 
maps to consider the question of: her limits, and- E 
have therefore expressed it in the resolution * sim; 
ilar limits,” leaving my own mind open upon the: 
subject. : : : 

I think the Senator from Mississippi also will 
find, when he comes to consider.the resolution,. 
that the basis of slavery in, this District.is put on 


-a firm. footing with. regard. to. the constitutional, 


question. I have.expressed my opinion, and we: 
argued the matter twelve years ago in the Senate, 
and a majority in this body, a large majority, 
thought that there was an implied faith on the part 
of the Government not to abolish slavery in the 
District; but that the power existed, I suppose at 
least three-fourths of this body believed at that 
time. . And in lieu of the adoption of a resolution 
—which I think was offered y the Senator from 
South. Carolina {Mr. Carnoun]}—whose illness { 
have heard with profound. sensations of regret, 
and of whose probable speedy recovery I have 
heard with great pleasure—which took the ground 
and advanced the doctrine of its being: unconstitu- 
tional, I took a different ground, and at least two-- 
thirds, if not’a larger portion ofthis body, con» 
curred with me.. We thought the power existed, 
but thatit could not-beexercised withouta violation 
of the good faith implied in the terms of the:ces- 
sion of the District. That is tbe ground then ta- 
ken, and I think the same ground, taken: in, this 
resolution, is impregnable now. 2; 

Mr. FOOTE. [am much gratified to hear the 
explanation of the Senator; still I think, with 
great deference, that the resolution itself is not so 
strong as the Senator has just stated. It is one 
thing to assert the inexpediency of a measure, and 
certainly a very different thing to assert, that. if 
adopted it would be fraudulent, and adopted in, bad 
faith. This is my opinion, and thisis the opinion 
expressed by the Senator from Kentucky now, 
and as I understand formerly expressed by him. 

Mr. CLAY. If the Senator will attend to the 
latter part of the resolution he will see that. the 
expression is inexpedient, on the principles referred 
to. 1 dare say there are many phrases in the resor 
lutions which can be improved by suggestion from 
the Senator from Mississippi and others, but if he 


| will reflect for a moment he will find. that I say 


inexpedient without—what? It is inexpedient 
unless Maryland and the people of the District 
consent, and unless the property is paid for when 
taken. I think that is as strong ground as can be 
assumed. Iwould not use the word unconstitu- 
tional. ooo 

Mr. FOOTE. I regret that the resolutions of 
the honorable Senator, in regard to the power of 
Congress to abolish slavery in the District of Co- 
Jumbia, are not as explicit or as comprehensive 
as his present words. They were doubtless de- 
signed to be so; but yet they are not; it-being one 
thing to assert that it is inexpedient to legislate in 
a particular mode, and another and a very: differ- 
ent thing to assert that such legislation would be 
fraudulent. To say that Congress cannot legis- 
late in regard to slavery in the District, except by 
violating the principles of good faith, as pledged in 
the compact of union, is really saying that Con- 
gress cannot thus legislate in this mode at all; 
since it would be not a little absurd, as it seems to 
me, to suppose that righiful powers of legislation 
can be conferred by a written constitution, which 
could not be exercised at all, except per fraudem. 

Now, I hold that Congress has no power to 
legislate on the subject of slavery at all, any- 
where; no express power having been given for 
this purpose, and the authority thus to legislate not 
being clearly deducible as one necessarily arising 


| byimplication from any power specifically granted. 


This is, in my opinion, a prohibiled subject, upon 


i which it was not designed that Congress shou 


ever legislate at all in any conceivable cases: “The 
principles of good faith spoken of must clearly ap- 
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ply as forcibly to Virginia now as before the retro- 
cession of Alexandria; and apply equally, though 
perhaps not quite as strikingly, to all the slave 
S-ates of the Union as.to Virginia and Maryland. 
No mere assertion of its being inexpedient to 
abolish slavery in the District will prove satisfac- 
tory to a single southern State. 
“Mr. CLAY. Ido not desire to detain the Sen- 
ate buta moment.. The Senator and myself dif- 
fer, thatis all. Ido not hold to the opinion which 
he does; and I will put a case to him. Suppose 
slavery is abolished in Maryland to-morrow, could 
not Congress abolish slavery in the District? Sup- 
pose Virginia and Maryland both abolish slavery 
to-morrow, must it still apply, here, and is there 
no power to abolish it? The implied faith, ac- 
cording to the view twelve years ago, was a faith 
implied to the ceding States, They were not sup- 
posed when making the cession to have anticipated 
the exercise of the power of abolishing slavery 
while it continued within their limits. That is the 
limitation of plighted faith we maintained and 
contended for at that time, but we never supposed 
it included all the States in the Union. Certainly 
I never supposed that if slavery was abolished in 
Maryland and Virginia, it must still apply to this 
District for all time and eternity. ` 
Mr. FOOTE. I feel certain that the honorable 
Senator from Kentucky cannot recently have ex- 
amined the former senatorial debates upon this 
subject, in which he participated so prominently. 


In this respect I have the advantage of him, as | |) 


have very lately looked through all the volumes of 
the Congressional Globe, in which this delicate 
question has been discussed; and J feel justified in 

eclaring that the general doctrine maintained by 
southern Senators has been that Congress had no 
power to legislate on the subject of slavery at all 
in this District; or at least, no such legislation 
could occur without a violation of the principles of 

nod faith towards all the slave States, including 

flaryland and Virginia. Indeed I think that this 
doctrine was formerly upheld, upon some occa- 
sions, by several Democratic Senators from the 
free States, 

One incident I well recollect, and the honorable 
Senator will not fail to remember it, when Ire- 
mind him of it: Mr. Leigh—Watkins Leigh, of 
Virginia, a warm personal and_political friend of 
the honorable Senator from Kentucky—found it 
necessary to express himself-—I believe it was in 
the year 1836—directly in opposition to the views 
then maintained by the honorable Senator frem 
Kentucky. After Mr. Leigh’s argument—which 
was one of unusual ability—had been concluded, 
the honorable Senator from Kentucky arose and 
said, in substance, that could the convictions which 
he entertained touching the power of Congress 
over the subject of slavery in the District have 
been shaken or altered by any argument, the || 
speech of his honorable friend from Virginia might || 


| from a slaveholding State; it is that which assumes 


| existing; a doctrine never assented to, so far as I 


| an historical question as to what the position of 
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| tions. But there is another which I deeply regret I 


to see introduced into this Senate by a Senator | 


that slavery how does not exist by law in those 
countries. I understand ore of these propositions 
to declare that by law slavery is now abolished in | 
New Mexico and California. That was the very 
proposition advanced by the non-slaveholding 
States at the last session, corobated and disproved, 
as I thought, by gentlemen from the slaveholding 
States, and which the compromise bill was framed 
to test. So far I regarded the question of law as 
disposed of, and it was very clearly and satisfac- | 
torily shown to be against the spirit of the resolu- 
tion of the Senator from Kentucky. If the con- 
trary is true, I presume the Senator from Kentucky 
would declare that if a law is now valid in the ; 
Territories abolishing slavery, that it could not be 
introduced there even if a law was passed crea- 
ting the institution or repealing the statutes already 


know, until now, by any Senator representing one | 
of the slaveholding States. Sir, Lhold the very 
opposite, and with sach confidence that at the last 
session I was willing and did vote for a bill to test | 
this question in the Supreme Court. Yet this res- 
olution assumes the other doctrine to be true, and 
our assent is challenged to it as a proposition in 
law. 

I do not mean to detain the Senate by any dis- 
cussion, but I deemed it to be my duty to enter a 
decided protest on the part of Virginia against 
such doctrines. They concede the whole question 
at once, that our people shall not go into the new 
Territories and take their property with them; a 
doctrine to which I never will assent, and for which, | 
sir, no law can be found. There are other portions 
of the resolutions, for which, if they could be 
separated, I should be very willing to vote, That 
respecting fugitive slaves, and thal respecting the 
organization of governments in these Territories, 
I should be willing to vote for, and I am happy to 
declare the gratification I experience at finding the 
Senator from Kentucky differing so much on this | 
aubject from the Executive message recently laid 
before the Senate. 1 beg not to be understood as 
having spoken in any spirit of unkindness towards 
the Senator from Kentucky, for whom I entertain 
the warmest and most profound respect; but I can- 
not but express also my regret that he has felt it 
to be his duty, standing as he does before this | 
people, and representing the people he does, to in- 
troduce into this body resolutions of this kind. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I do not rise.to 
continue the discussion, but, as it has been made 


the Senate was twelve years ago, and as with 
gréat regret I see this, the conservative branch of 
the Government, tending towards that fanaticism 
which seems to prevail with the majority in the 
United States, I wish to read from the journals of 


have produced that effect, but that his original j| 
opinion remained unaltered, From this incident it |i 
is most apparent that even at that early day there jį; 
was not that absolute unanimity of sentiment 
among the southern members of this body which. 
the honorable Senatar from Kentucky supposes to 
have existed. 

Mr. MASON. It is with much reluctance at 
any time that I trespass on the time of the Senate 
after the hour of actual business has arrived, but 
I do not feel myself at liberty, standing as I do 
upon this question, to allow the resolutions offered 
by the Senator from Kentucky to pass unnoticed 
on my part, lest it should possibly be considered 
that the State which I represent in part is prepared, 
I would almost say to any extent, to respond to 
the spirit of these resolutions, Sir, Í regret deeply 
that, in the earnest and honest desire which | have 
no doubt the Senator entertains to have these dis- 
turbing questions composed, he has felt it his duty, 
representing one of the slaveholding States, to 
offer such a proposition, f would go with him 
who went furthest, but within the limits of strict |) 
duty, in adjusting these unhappy differences; but |; 
Ido not feel at liberty to move one step towards 
such a compromise, if constitutional right is in- 
vaded in the slightest degree. 

Sir, so far as I have read these resolutions 
there is but one propdsition to whieh I can give 
a hearty assent, and that is the resolution which 
proposes to organize Territorial governments at |! 
once in these Territories, without a declaration | 


i 


one way or the other as to their domestic institu- || 


i 
| 
i 
i 
| 
{ 


| from the date to which the honorable Senator has 


! Senator from Kentucky proposed certain amend 
ments. 


| States, or their citizens, to abolish slavery in the District, or 


| States.” i 


| out all after the word “resolved,” and insert: 


i 
| 
j 
i | 
! trict, is endangering the rights and security of the people of | 

: the District; and that any act or measure of Congress de- |; 
| signed to abolish slavery m this District would be a viola- | 
| tion of the faith implied in the cessions by the States of Vir- | 
i 


that date the resolutions then adopted, and to show 
that they went further than the honorable Senator 
from Kentucky has stated. 1 take it for granted, 


alluded, he means the resolutions introduced by 
the honorable Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. 
Caxuown,] not now in his seat, and to which the 


Of the resolutions introduced by the Sen- 
ator from South Carolina, I will read the fifth in 
the series, that to which the honorable Senator 
from Kentucky must have alluded. It is in these 
words: 

Resolved, That the intermeddling of any State, or | 


any of the Territories, on the ground or under the pretext ; 
that itis immoral or sinful, or the passage of any act or | 
measure of Congress with that view, would be a direct and | 
dangerous attack on the institutions of all the slaveholding | 


Such is the general form of the proposition. It! 
was variously modified, but never, in my opinion, 
improved. On the 27th, the fifth resolution being 
again under consideration, Mr. Cray, of Ken- 
tucky, moved to amend the amendment by striking 


“hat the interference, by the citizens of any of the 
States, with a view to the abolition of slavery in this Dis- 


ginia and Maryland ; a just cause of alarm to the people of | 
the slaveholding States, and have a direct and inevitable || 
tendency to disturb and endanger the Union. i 
i 


; “And, resolved, That it would be highly inexpedient to 


aholish slavery within any district of country set apart for 
the Indian tribes, where it now exists, or in Florida, the 
only Territory of the United States in which it now exists, 
because of the serious alarm and just apprebensions which 
would be thereby exeited in the States sustaining that do- 
mestie institution; hecause the people of that Tertitory have 
notasked.it to be done, and, when admitted into the Union, 
will be. exclusively entitled to decide that question for 
themselves ; because it would be in violation of the stipula- 
tions of the treaty between the United States and Spain, of 
the 22d of February, 18)9; and also beeause it would be in 
violation of a solemn compromise, made at a memorable 
and-eritical period in the history of this country, by which, 
whilst slavery. was prohibited north, it was admitied south, 
of the line of thirty-six degrees and thirty minutes north 
latitude.” 

Bat this resolution was not finally adopted. 
Upon the motion of Mr. Bucnanan to amend said 
amendment, by striking out the second clause 
thereof, commencing with the word * resolved,” 
it was determined in the affirmative, and finally 
the resolution which here follows was substituted 
in place of the second clause: 

«That the interference, by the citizens of any of the 
States, with a view to the abolition of slavery in this Dis- 
trict, is endangering the rights and seeuity of the people of 
the District; and that any act or measure of Congress, de- 
sined to abolish slavery in this Distriet, would be a viola- 
tion of the faith implied in the cessions by the States of Vir- 
ginia and Maryland; a just cause of alarm to the people of 
ihe slaveholding States, and havea direct and inevitable 
tendency to disturb and endanger the Union.” g 

This was the form in which the resolution was 
finally adopted, passing by a vote of thirty-six to 
eight. Here, then, was fully and broadly asserted 
the danger resulting from the interference in the 
question of slavery in the District of Columbia, as 
trenching upon the rights of the slaveholding 
States. ‘Twelve years only have elapsed, yet this 
brief period has swept away even the remembrance 
of principles: then deemed sacred and necessary to 
secure the safety of the Union. Now an honorable 
and distinguished Senator, to whom the country 
has been induced to look for something that would 
heal the existing dissensions, instead of raising new 
barriers against encroachment, dashes down those 
heretofore erected and augments the existing dan- 
ger. A representative from one of the siaveholding 
States raises his voice for the first time in disregard 
of this admitted right. Nor, Mr. President, did 
he stop here. The bonndary of a State, with 
which we have no more right to interfere than with 
the boundary of the State of Kentucky, is en- 
croached upon. The United States, sir, as the 
agent for Texas, had a right to settle the question 
of boundary between Texas and Mexico. Texas 
was not annexed as territory, but was admitted as 
a State, and at the period of her admission her 
boundaries were established by her Congress. 
She, by the terms of annexation, gave to the 
United States the right to define her boundary 
by treaty with Mexico; but the United States, in 
the treaty made with Mexico subsequent to the 
war with that country, received from Mexico 


| not merely a cession of the territory that was 


claimed by Texas, but much which lay beyond 
the asserted limits. Shall we, then, act simply 
as the agent of Texas in the settlement of this 
question of boundary, take from the principal for 
whom we act that territory which belongs to her, 
to which we asserted her title against Mexico, and 
appropriate it to ourselves? Why, sir, it would 
be a violation of justice and of a principle of law 
which is so plain that it does not require one to 
have been bred to the profession of Jaw to under- 
stand it. The principle I refer to is, that an agent 
cannot take for his own benefit anything resulting 
from the matter in controversy, after having ac- 
quired it as belonging to the principal for whom 
he acts. The agent cannot appropriate to himself 
rights acquired for his client. The right of Texas, 
therefore, to that boundrary was made complete 
by the treaty of peace, which silenced the only 
rival claim to the territory. It was distinctly 
defined by the acts of her Congress, before the 
time of annexation; and I have only to refer to 
those acts to show that the boundary of Texas 
was the Rio Bravo del Norte, from its mouth to 
its source. What justice, or even decent regard 
for fairness, can there be, now that Texas has 
acceded to annexation upon certain terms, to pro- 
pose a change of boundary in violation of those 
terms, and by the power we hold over her asa 
part ofthe Union? Can this power extend so far 
as to take from her a portion of her territory, or to 
cae there is a portion to which she is not enti- 
tled? 2 

‘These constitute with me two great objections 
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to the propositions of the honorable Senator from 
Kentucky; but, without stating all the objections 
that [ have, and they are very many, I will merely 
poin: out a few of the prominent points to which | 
object in the argument of the Senator. He as- 
sumes as facts things which are mere matters of 
opiwion, and 1 think of erroneous and injurious 
opinion. But, deferring: the discussion to another 
occasion, I-desire at present merely to notice the as- 
sertion of the honorable Senator.that slavery would 
never, under any circumstances, be established in 
California. This, though stated asa fact, is buta | 
mere opinion—an opinion with which I do not | 
accord. It was to work the gold mines on this 
continent that the Spaniards first brought Africans | 
tothe country. The European races now.engaged | 
in working the mines of California sink under 
the burning heat and sudden changes of the eli- | 
mate, to which the African race are altogether 
better adapted. The production of rice, sugar, 
and cotton is no better adapted to slave labor than 
the digging, washing, and quarrying of the gold 
mines. > i 
/  We,sir, have not asked that slavery should be 
f established in California. We have only asked 
that there should not be any restriction; that cli- į 
mate and soil should be left, free to establish the 
institution or not, as experience should determine. | 
Sir, after the agitation of the subject within these | 
hails and elsewhere has prevented the introduction 
of slavery—by preventing the emigration of slave- || 
holders with their property—are we now to be 
told that the question is settled? More than that: 
When we bave acquired territory over which the | 
Constitution of the United States is thereby ex- 
tended, and which the citizens of the United States 
have a right to occupy, and to establish therein 
-what laws they please, in accordance with the 
principles of the Constitution—in which they have 
a right to establish what institutions they please— | 
it is now claimed that the municipal regulations 
which previously existed shall atill govern the peo- 
ple, and that a portion of the citizens of the United | 
States shall thus be precluded from going there 
with their property. . This role has, however, in | 
discussion here, only been applied to the property 


of slaveholders; as though slaves were the only | 


aws of Mexico prohibited from 
It is to be remembered that | 
f the Treasury, in a report to | 
Congress, stated that the Mexican Jaw prohibited 
the entrance of some sixty articles of commerce; 
this was prohibition by law of Congress, and 
slavery has never been so prohibited. It never 
has been prohibited by the Mexican Congress in 
California; and the only prohibition ever issued 
was that contained in the edict of a usurper, under | 
the specious pretext that it was necessary, in order 
to oppose the invasio 


property under the | 
entering California. 
the late Secretary 0 


n of the country by Spain. 

This decree was recognized by a subsequent Con- 
gress, So far as to pass a law authorizing payment 
for slaves so liberated. lt was the emancipation 

of all the slaves in Mexico; an act if you please 
of abolition, not of prohibition; not, whatever con- 

struction may be placed upon it, done in accord- 

ance with the forms of law, and requirements of 
their constitution. But we have not proposed to 

inquire into the legality of the abolition, neither | 
has any southern man asked that that decree | 
should be repealed, or that those liberated under 

its provisions should be returned to slavery. We 

only claim that there shall be an equality of immu- 

nities and privileges among citizens of all parts of 

the United States; that Mexican law shall not be 

applied so as to create inequality bet ween citizens, 

by preventing the immigration of any., 

But, sir, we are called on to receive this as a 
measure of compromise! Is a measure In which 
we of the minority are to receive nothing, a meas- 
ure of compromise? 1 look upon it as butà modest 
mode of taking that, the claim to which has been 


j 
I| 


j| regret extremely 


more boldly asserted by others; and that | may be 
understood upon this question, and that my post | 
tion may go forth to the country in the same 
columns that convey the sentiments of the Senator 
from Kentucky, I here assert thatnever will I take | 
jess than the Missouri compromise line extended 
to the Pacific ocean, with the specific recogwuon 
of the right to hold slaves in the territory below | 
that line; and that, before such territories are ad- 
mitted into the Union as States, slaves may be | 
taken there from any of the United States at the | 
option of their owners. [can never consent to | 
give additional power to a majority to eoramit fur- 


, 


it Mississippi say that he 


ther aggressions upon the minority-in this Union; 
and will never. consent to any propesition which 
will have such a tendency, without a fall guaranty 
or counteracting measure is connected with it. 
forbear commenting at any further length upon the 
propositions embraced in the yesolutions. at this 
time. : 

Mr. CLAY. I am extremely sorry that this 
premature, and—allow me to say—in my opinion 
unnecessary discussion has taken place. When- 
ever the Senator who has just resume his seat 
chooses to meet me in argument at a proper time, 
I pledge myself to show him that there is not the 
slightest discygpancy in my course in 1838 and 


now. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Now is the time. 

Mr. CLAY. I choose not to give way now. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. The Senator 
asked me to name my time; and I say now. 

Mr. CLAY. Not until Lam done. I am re- 
minded of my coming from a slave State. I tell 
the Senator. from Mississippi, and I tell the Senator 
from Virginia, that J know my duty, and that I 
mean to express the opinions that I entertain, fear- 
less of all mankind. 

But, sir, in regard to this resolution of 1838, I 
2 this premature discussion. I 
think it would have heen better for the whole Sen- 
ate if it had been deferred. And I trust the gen- 
tlemen on the other side will excuse me for saying 
that it would have been better for themselves if 
they had forborne to enter into the discussion until 
the question came regularly up. But, sir, as I do 
not choose that what I consider a mistaken repre- 
sentation of my sentiments in 1838 should go out, 
I will simply state what they were then, and what 
they are now. 

Sir, 
implies that any faith was pledged to the States, 
other than to Virginia and to Maryland, that Con- 
gress would not abolish slavery in this District. 
The resolution says that theagitation of the question 
of abolition by people living out of the District is, 
in its tendency, dangerous to theslave States; and 
that the abolition of slavery in the District of Co- 
lumbia would be just cause of alarm, not merely 
to Virginia and Maryland, but to all the slave 
States. And why? hat was it that. Abolition- 

ists then proposed? It was abolition. without com- 
pensation; it was to take the slaves without paying 
for them. And would it notin that form have been 
a just cause of alarm to the other States of the 
Union owning property of that description? The 
assertion, therefore, of opinion which I made then 
was, that, by the nature and objects of the cession 
of the ten-miles-square by Virginia and Maryland, 
it could not have been anticipated by either of 
those States that the power conveyed to the Gen- 
eral Government over the ten-miles-square would 
be so exercised as.to abolish slavery within those 
States respectively; and, further, that, slavery 
continuing in Virginia and Maryland, if such an 

abolition were to take place in the District of Co- 
lambia, and without compensation to the slave- 
holder, it would be,.as it undoubtedly would have 

been, a just cause of alarm to the owners of that 
description of property, wherever situated. Now, 

sir, that was my doctrine in 1838, and that is my 

doctrine still. R 

Sir, I do not regard the mere phraseology of the 
resolution. I will not substitute the word “ un- 
constitutional” for the word “* inexpedient,”” for I 
do not believe it to be unconstitutional. I cannot 
believe it. If a power to legislate in all cases 
whatever be granted to Congress, does Ít not com- 
prehend the power to legislate on the subject of 
slavery as well as upon all other subjects? The 
power is there; but there is an implied faith con- 
nected with the. power, resulting froma the circum- 
stances to which I have referred, imposing on 
Congress the obligation not to exercise the power 
as long as slavery in Virginia and Maryland 
exists. 


place without the consent of the people of the Dis- 
trict and of Maryland, and also without, what I 
contended for in 1838, compensation to the owners 
of the slaves for their property thus liberated. 
Lam extremely sorry to hear the Senator from 
requires, 
sion of the Missouri compromise line to. the Pa- 
cific, and also that he is not satisfied with that, but 
requires, if I understood him correctly, a positive 
provision for the admission of slavery south of that 


line. And now, sir, coming from a slave State, 


it to. the subject, to:say that no earthly powercould 
induce me to vote for a-specific measure for the 
introduction of slavery where it had not before ex- 
isted, either south or north of that line. ; Coming 
| as Fdo from a slave State, it- is- my solemn, delib- 
erate and well matured determination that.no pow- 
er, no earthly power, shall compel me to vote for 


the positive introduction. of slavery either south:or 
north of that line. Sir, while you reproach, and 


justly too, our British ancestors for the introdhe- 


[icas I am, for one, 
the present inhabitants of California and of New 
Mexico shall reproach us for doing just what we 
reproach Great Britain for doing ‘to us.. If the 
citizens of those Territories choose to establish 
slavery, and if they come here with constitutions 
establishing slavery, J am for admitting them with 
sach provisions in their constitutions; but then it 
will be their own work, and not ours, and their 
posterity will have to reproach them, and not us 
fur forming consti 
of slavery to exist among them. These are my 
views, sir, and I choose to express them; and F 
care not how extensively or universally they. are 
known. The honorable Senator from Virginia 
has expressed his opinion that slavery exists in 
these Territories, and I have no doubt that opin- 
jon is sincerely and honesty entertained: by him; 
and I would say, with equal sincerity and honesty, 
that I believe that slavery nowhere exists within 
any portion of the territory acquired by us from 

| Mexico. Heholdsa directly contrary opinion to 


there is not a word in that resolution that || 


|i of leaving the 


mine, as he has a perfect right to do; and we will 
| not quarrel about titat difference of opinion. 

But, sir, I sincerely regret, as 1 have: before 
stated, a discussion upon these resolutions: at this 
time; for I could show, and at a proper time 
would show, that the proposition which I make 
subject wnacted upon with regard 
| to slavery—without any declaration either for or 
against it—leaving the question entirely open—l 
say I could show that it is a much better propo- 
| sition, as far as the interests of the South are con- 
| cerned, than that of extending the Missouri line 
| to the Pacific, unless you should couple with it 
li that which the Senator from Mississippi knows to 
i| be impossible, a declaration or provision for the 
|| introduction of slavery south of that line. 

Mr. DAVIS. The Senator from Mississippi 
knows that. i 
| Mr CLAY. And Isay, sir, in my place, that 
| T consider it is much better for the South. that the 

whole subject should be open on both sides of an 
imaginary line—for instance, the line of 36° 30’ 
than that-slavery. should: be interdictéd positively 
north of 36° 30', with freedom to introduce or es- 
tablish slavery south of that line, according to the 
will of the people; and the proposition that I have 
made ia infinitely better for the South than the 
proposition which the Senator has suggested, un- 
less he could persuade Congress to adopt his prop- 
osition to declare positively and absolutely the 
right to introduce slavery south of that line. Now, 
all this I could have shown, and would have 
shown, if necessary, in the progress of the argu- 
ment, if Senators had not entered into a discus- 
sion, and committed themselves upon the ques- 
tion—if they had chosen to walt and give a full 
and fair consideration to these resolutions—to 
and to view them inde- 


view them as a system, 
pendently of each other. But they have chosen 


to anticipate the argument, and I could not remain 


‘And, now that Virginia has separated | 
‘from the District, such abolition may not take 


first} the exten- | 


| 


silent in justice to myself. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. The Senator 
from Kentucky rose with an announcement that 
| he wanted to know my time for meeting him in 
argument, and I have told him that. my time Is 
now. Several times has he regretted this, prema- 
! ture discussion; but pray; sit, who. introduced it? 
The Senator submitted: his resolutions, discussed 
| them seriatim, and then concluded with a set 
| speech. Are we to understand that all this was 
done without intending to influence opinion? Was 
it a mere volley of blank cartridges that he was 
| firing, in order that he might come up under cover 
of the smoke, and make a charge upon us before 
wesaw him? Why, sir, at the door of any other 
mam might lie the charge of entering prematurely 
upon this discussion more properly than at mine. 
Heit was who began the discussion, and I was 
the last to engage in it. But he annonnces as his 


| 
| 
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‘tion of this institution upon the continent of A mer: i 
unwilling that. the posterity of ` 


as 1 do, | owe it to. myself, Powe it to truth, Eowe 
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tutions allowing the institution +} 
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- used the word upon which he hangs his argument. 


s him in several of the positions he occupies in these | 


gest the idea of compulsion. ‘Phe Senator has 
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conviction, as. his. determined” purpose, to resist 
the introduction of slavery into ary part of Cali- 
fornia. Sir, his opinions may have been very 
deliberately formed. He may have been all the 
time making up those determinations, that he has 
been preparing these. resolutions; for certainly no 
language of mine-can have produced the determi- 
nation of the Senator. I have not proposed to 
compel slaveholders to take their slaves tofalifor- 
nia, nor.to revive the African slave trade. Neither 
was the construction warranted by my having 


I did not. use: the word *‘ introduction,” nor sug- 


set up his own cob-house, to show how skillfully 
he could knock it down. It is no fabric of mine. 
We maintain that it is the right of the people of 
the South to carry this species of property to any 
portion. of the Territories of the United States; 
that it rests under the Constitution, upon the same 
basis as other property; but, when speaking of a 
compromise, it was the ultimatum I announced. 
It is strange that the Senator from Kentucky 
should be so much surprised; it certainly was not 
a new question with him, nor with his colleague, 
With whom, ona former occasion, a similar prop- 
osition originated. It is a partial recognition of 
a right we claim to be co-extensive with the Terri- 

tories of the United States; but which we are 

willing, in a spirit of compromise, and in compli- 

ance. with the past acquiescence of the States, to 

restrict by the parallel of 36° 30' north. 

Now, this is conceding a greatdeal. If the line 
were established upon any great principle aris- 
ing from climate or productions, it would be differ- 
ent; then the line would not extend upon the same 
parallel .of latitude. If it were a line of tempera- 
ture, ther, as the isothermal line bends upward, it 
would goorth of that parallel of latitude. It is 
out of respect to the past, and from anxious desire 
peaceably to adjust a most vexatious and dangerous 

uestion, that we agree to adopt this abitrary line. 

nd this compromise, upon which most of his 
fame rests, originated, under like circumstances, 
with the Senator who now with such settled pur- 
pose declares his opposition to a fair application 
of its principle tò the present case, Then all the 
territory involved, that of Missouri, was slave 
territory; the compromise act prohibited slavery 
in a part of the territory, Now, according to the 
position of the Senator, slavery is excluded from 
the whole territory of California. and New Mex- 
ico, What, then, would the application of the 
spirit of the Missouri compromise require? Clearly 
that in running the line the question should be put 
at rest by declaring that below said line slavery | 
whould be permitted. lt is common property of | 
the States, and if it be proposed to make a division 
of it, fairness and future peace require that the 
rights and conditions of each part should be pre- 
scribed. Less than this would but narrow the | 
ground and preserve the controversy. And unless 
that compromise was founded in fraud, we expect 
its application in this case, where all is disputed, 
express provisions on both sides of the line. We 
cannot agree to Jeave the question open, especially 
after what has been said to-day. It is the effect 
and not the form which I consider it my duty to 
examine. What matters it whether it be under 
cover of the acts of the Mexican Government, or” 
by. the operation of Congressional law, that 
slavery is excluded? The effect is the same, un- 
der the rule the Senator from Kentucky adopts, as 
would result from an act of prohibition by the 
Congress of the United States. I can only say 
that whenever the Senator chooses to make his 
argument, I shall be ready to meet it. 

Mr. KING. l regret that this discussion has 
sprung up. I think it has been characterized by a 
little more feeling than the occasion called for. I 
myself entertained the opinion that the Senator 
from Kentucky brought forward his resolutions 
with the best possible intentions, in order to calm 
the irritation that unfortunately exists in regard to 
the slavery question; and to point out, as far as 
practicable, according to his judgment, a mode by 
which it could be settled, so as to restore fraternal 
relations to every portion of the United States. 
While Í state this, and while I listened with pleas- 
ure to many of the remarks of the honorable Sen- 
ator, lam bound to say that I do not concur with 


resolutions. But, sir, while I do not, I appreciate 
the views and.Lhonor.the motives of the honorable | 


Senator, and I trust and hope it will be the means 
of leading gentlemen on all sides to turn their at- 
tention to an investigation of the matter, and final- 
ly to the adoption of such a measure as will pre- 
serve the rights of all, and restore harmony to the 
entire country. m ' 

Sir, I have long seen that no good results from 
angry. discussion upon any question, however un- 
important it may be; and, as this question 13 well 
calculated to excite such feeling, 1 conjure gentle- 
men to keep as far as possible within those temper- 
ate and calm limits which ought to be practicable 
to all, in the discussion of questions in the Senate 
of the United States which are of the utmost im- 
portance. - 

Mr. President, while I am up, I must be per- 
mitted to say that I think the honorable Senator 
from Kentucky is perfectly correct in. character- 
izing the constitution of California as being very 
irregular in the mode of its formation, and in the 
measures resorted to for the purpose of establish- 
ing a system of government there. How far, under 
these circumstances, it may become us to accept 
that constitution, is not for me to say; but I will 
simply remark, that unless many objections that 
exist, according to the representations that have 
been made regarding it, are removed, I never can 
give it my sanction. Iam for pursuing the good 
old mode that has been pointed out by the Senator 
from Kentucky—the mode that he and I have 
been accustomed to see practiced so many years, 
when we were in the House of Representatives. 
Then, sir, all went on well. We gave to such ter- 
ritories as we had, territorial governments— 
trained them up—fitted them for the exercise and 
enjoyment of our institutions; and when thus 


fitted, and when they had a population sufficient |; 


to entitle them to become States, we received them 
into the Union, after they had formed for them- 
selves constitutions and State governments. This, 
sir, has been departed from in some instances, but 
it has been departed from in no instance in which 
a departure was more unjustifiable than in that 
which has been referred to by the honorable Sen- 
ator; because I think, independently of the inter- 
ference to prevent certain institutions from being 
adopted, there was not that kind of population 
there that justified the formation of a State gov- 
ernment; made up as that population seems to 


be, of Chinese, Sandwich Islanders, Mexicans, || 


and the people of other foreign countries. 

With regard to the opinions of honorable Sena- 
tors'respecting the operation of the laws of Mexico 
in our newly-acquired territories, there may be, 
and no doubt is, an honest difference of opinion 
with regard to that matter. Some believe that the 
municipal institutions of Mexico override the pro- 
visions of our Constitution and prevent us from 
carrying our.slaves there. That isa matter which 
I do not propose to discuss; it has been discussed 
at length in the debate upon the compromise bill, 
putting it on the ground of a judicial decision. Sir, 
I know not—nor is ita matter of much importance 
with me—whether that which the honorable Sen- 
ator states to be “fact, and which, as has been re- 
marked by the Senator from Mississippi, can only 
be conjectural, be in reality so or not, that slavery 
never can go there. This is what is stated, how- 
ever. Well, be it so. If slave labor be not profit- 
able there, it will not go there, or, if it go, who 
will be benefited? Not the South. They will 
never compel it to go there. We are . misunder- 


stood—grossly, I may say—by honorable Sena- | 


tors, though not intentionally; but we are contend- 
ing for principle, and a great principle—a principle 
lying at the very foundation of our constitutional 
rights—involving, as has been remarked, our prop- 
erty; in one word, involving our safety, our 
honor, and all that is dear to uş as American 
freemen. Well, sir, for that principle we will 
be compelled to contend to the utmost, and to 
resist aggression at every hazard and at every 
sacrifice. That is the position in which we are 
placed. We ask no act of Congress—as has 
been properly intimated by the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi—to carry slavery anywhere. Sir, I be- 
lieve we have about as much constitutional power 
to prohibit slavery from going into the Territo- 
ries of the United States as we have to pass 
an act carrying slavery there. We have no 
right to do either the one or the other. I would 
ag soon vote in favor of the Wilmot proviso as I 
would vote for any law which required that 


slavery should go into any of the Territories. 


There is a material difference, however, between 
| the two. The Senator from Kentucky certainly 
l must have misunderstood the Senator from Mis- 
| sissippi. The honorable Senator from Missis- 
| sippi never could have intended to say that we 
| sought to procure the passage of an act of Con- 
gress establishing slavery in ‘Territories wheresthe 
| institution did not already exist, or in Territories 

of the United States’ which we had a right to 
govern by territorial government prior to the time 
of forming constitutions for themselves. The 
difference is this, that there shall be a security 
that slavery shall not be prohibited. There is 
the difference—not that it shall be admitted or 
| established, but that it shall not be prohibited. 
Do I understand the honorable Senator correctly? 

Mr. DAVIS. That the right shall be recog- 
nised. 

Mr. KING. Well, sir, I agree with the honor- 
| able Senator from Kentucky, in very much that 
| he has said respecting the District of Columbia. 
| The terms of his resolution in regard to the Dis- 
trict, however, are not precisely such as [ should 
have used to convey the idea that he intends, 
though perhaps the Senator has done it much 
| more appropriately. But, sir, I agree that whether 
| the Congress of the United States has, under the 
| Constitution, the right to abolish slavery in the 
| District of Columbia or not, it would be, in the 
| language of an individual who, in a celebrated in- 
| augural address, placed the matter before the coun- 
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try in a light that was recognized as the true one 
—as gross a violation of good faith towards Ma- 
ryland and Virginia as if it had been expressly 
prohibited in the Constitution, as long as those 
States remained slaveholding States. 

With regard to what is called the slave trade, I 
: have never seen the day—and Senators are aware 
| of it, | presume, from the course I have pursued 
| heretofore—when I was not willing to pass a law 
i for the purpose of breaking up those miserable 
| establishments that exist under the very eyes of 
| Congress itself, and are so offensive to many gen- 
| tlemen, who feel, perhaps, more sensitive on the 
| subject than I do. Iam free to say that I am the 
| very last man who would be willing to encourage 
; such establishments. 
| I shall not say anything about the rights of 
i Texas. I think with my friend from Mississippi, 
that that question, when it comes to be tested, will 
settle itself in a way that will secure to Texas all 
that she originally claimed, and which she prob- 
| ably would have lost in part, if negotiations with 
| Mexico had been brought to a close; but inasmuch 
as the negotiations were broken off and war en- 
| sued, we, the contracting parties, negotiating the 
i boundary, having got possession of the country, 
į with a very bad grace can turn round to Texas 
and say, we have obtained possession of the coun- 
try by conquest, and we will keep it for ourselves. 
| That is the whole of the matter. 
| Now, sir, in regard to most of the resolutions 
of the Senator from Kentucky, | am disposed to 
give them an attentive and careful examination. 
Iam disposed to yield all I can in honor—all I 
can without the sacrifice of essential’ rights—in 
| order to settle this question, I had hoped that it 
; was not the design of the honorable Senator, in 
| introducing these resolutions, to. press a vote upon 
| them on the part of the Senate; but that they were 
li intended as the groundwork for the settlement of 
|! the question, by having the subject brought to the 
attention of the appropriate committees, and hav- 
| ing the whole matter ipresented at once, in order, 
i if possible, to come to some agreement by which 
the rights of all should be secured, and if there 
were found to be some little differences, that good 
sense and moderate counsels should ultimately 
prevail, and a satisfactory adjustment of the ques- 

I beg pardon of the Senate for 


ion be effected: 
+ having detained them so long. 

! Mr. CLAY. One word, Mr. President, in ref- 
i erence to what has been said by the honorable 
| Senator from Alabama. I am extremely happy to 
| hear him express those sentiments which he has 
| appropriately advanced, because, from u Senator 
| of his great experience in the councils of the na- 
tion, we may reasonably expect a matured opinion, 
; Tam happy to find that there is so little difference 
| between us. I have risen, however, merely to 
: make a single correction, which perhaps was hard- 
| ly necessary. My worthy friend from Alabama 
| stated that Í admitted that California had come in 
with great irregularity, and through improper 


| 
| 
j 
} 
l 
f 
i 
H 
| 
j 


j 


+ 


measures. That was not my. expression. - I did | that emanates from him carries with it, from going 


[view of these facts I would ask; is there aythning 


not use the word “measures.” Thad no refer- || out as-settled and established. facts. It. becomes || conceded to us of the South? 


ence to party measures, for I mean to separate | my-duty, therefore, on this occasion r 
myself as much as possible from all parties with i rights Texas, and to say that chs. sgt 
reference to this subject. -I meant by irregularity | time arrives, Í intend to maintain those rights. 
that that was done which had been done with ref- |! And I will say another thing, sir, for I feel myself 
| bound to do it; and that is, if th 


erence to Michigan, and at a later period with ref- 
erence to Florida; that the attempt was made to |! 
give to California a State government before she f 
had had a Territorial government; that is all Ij 
meant. © y 1 

Sir, a single word and I have done. My worthy || 
friend, as-well as other gentlemen in the Senate, | 
have adverted to the fact that in this war with Mex- 
ico, which as we all know was in part connected || 
with Texas and her limits, the United States were 
the trustees for Texas; and, having obtained pos- 
session of the territories lying on the borders of , 
Texas, the States are therefore bound to give to jj 
the cestui que trust what she was of her own right | 
entitled to originally. 

Í think the worthy Senator and others have | 
omitted one view of the matter. Sir, it was not 
conquest; it was a purchase, for which we paid | 
fifteen millions of dollars; and undoubtedly Texas, 
if she had a claim upon that purchase, should come 
in and pay a part of the purchase money, though 
that is probably the last thing she would think of 
doing. 

M} RUSK. I dislike to be drawn again into 
the discussion; and. it is only for.the purpose of 
making a single statement that Į now rise, and I 
think Tam justified in making a few remarks, inas- ; 
much as it has unfortunately so happened that 
whenever this subject of Texan boundary has 
been discussed heretofore, it has been upon some 


abstract question, and very frequently in order to || pass from their consideration.: No one could have 
manufacture public opinion for party purposes. | heard with greater pleasure than myself the an- 
Mr. CLAY. Does the honorable Senator im- || nouncement, which has been made heretofore by 
| some of the daily press, in anticipation, and which 


pute to me any such motive? 

Mr. RUSK. No,sir. But I mean to.say this: |/ 
the resolutions of the Senator will go-forth to the | 
world accompanied by the declarations of the dis- || 
tinguished Senator, twice repeated here, adverse to ji 


the claim of Texas. Can he be ignorant that there | 
are thousands upon thousands in these United | 


It. may.-be -contended, with reference. to the 
resolution relating to the District of Columbia, that 
it conceflesa great deal, in declaring that. it‘is.ja- 
expedient for Congress to.interfere with slavery.in 

. 8 if there were fewer || the District, without, the consent of Maryland and. 
abstract resolutions brought in here. to provoke ofits own citizens. | might attach some weight 
debate, if there were fewer questions made for |; to this.resolution, were it not that. long ago, when 
purposes of display, if-Senators were willing to || there was a much greater excitement, upon. this 
come up to the point of action, to introduce some || subject, a similar resolution was passed by: the 
pill which would bring up this question distinctly || Senate. And what did it amount to? Diddtcalm 
for the Fesponsible action of the Congress of the || the agitation at all, or answer the ends for which it 
United States, and debate it, we should be more |; was intended? Has it stayed the hand of the 
likely to accomplish some good purpose. i North that was raised against us? Can the gentle- 

But so long as every one comes forward with a || man suppose that we of the South are so tame that ° 
separate and distinct proposition, in the form. of || we will accept as a boon that which gives nothing 
abstract resolutions, though actuated by patriotic |; to the South whatever? What will be the effect 
motives no doubt, we shall, in my opinion, arrive || of these resolutions and of the compromise pro- 
at no just result. From the course that we are at posed, allowing this to be a compromise? In the 


| present pursuing, 1 have no expectation that we || first place, then, it will admit another free State 


shall arrive at any satisfactory conclusion— || into the Union; that certainly is not a very great 
although I trust in God we may; and so Jong as || concession. In the next place, it is to be decided 
such resolutions are discussed, instead: of taking || by the high authorities of the Senate of the United . 
up the subject in a more tangible form, we shall ac- States that slavery is not tolerated by law. in New 
complish nothing. Pass the resolutions now on || Mexico and California. And yet Iam told that 
your table by a unanimous vote, and there is no there are already some four or five hundred slaves 
abiding force and effect in- them. The next day || there, and it is an indisputable fact that a large por- 
you may pass a bill upon the same subject of an || tion of the population are peons, which is onlysan- 
entirely different character. other name for slavery, and a slavery, .too, much 
Mr. CLAY. I propose that these resolutions |} more degrading than that of the Africans in.the 
be made the order of the day for Tuesday next. United States. What concession, then, is made to us? 
Mr. DOWNS. I do not intend, Mr. President, There is nothingthen left but the mere declaration 
to discuss this subject at length; but desire simply |! that itis inexpedient to interfere with slavery inthe 
to make a few remarks with reference to the pur- District of Columbia. Thereis nothing but that that 
port of these resolutions, before the Senate shall |} canat all be considered a concession to the South, 
With regard to the resolution affecting fugitive 
slaves, it is very well, as far as-it goes; but I would 
suggest to the gentleman that there is already a 
solemn provision in the Constitution of the United 
has since been realized, that the distinguished Sen- || States with relation to this matter—a provision 
ator from Kentucky was preparing a compromise || which was very ably discussed yesterday by my 
bill upon this agitating question of slavery. T de- || friend from Virginia—which cannot now be carried 
sired particularly that he should take up this sub- || into effect; and, if a solemn compact of the confeder- 
ject, because of his long services to the country in || ated Union cannot be carried out, I very much fear 
the nation’s councils, and because of his residing |; thata simple resolution offered by the Senator from — 


States who will not ask for proof when they have |j in a slave State, and being fully acquainted with the |: Kentucky, backed though it’may be by his all- 


his opinion? Willall this have no effect? Would || character and operations of the institution ofslave- |, powerful influence, will meet with but little better 
it not more or less influence the public mind? I jj ry; but, above all, because of the decided part |, success. What I have to say then, sir, 18, that I 
do not charge the Senator with intending anything || which he had taken some years ago upon another |; protest against this comprom)se, if so you please 


improper;. but is he notaware that such will be the 
effect of it? And have I not received a sort of re- | 
puke from the Senator for simply stating in. this 
connection what I conceive to be the rights of my 
State? ` 

Mr. CLAY. Notat all; I rather applauded. the 
Senator. 

Mr. RUSK. Sir, have we not had here.a discus- 
sion in which the statements and arguments of the 
Senator, on one side only, have been made, and 
will go out to the community? And, whatever may 
have been intended, I submit, will it have no effect 
on public opinion?. Ido not deem it proper, now, 
to go into argument in answer to the Senator’s 
position; but has the Senator investigated this 
subject? Does he not know that, appended to the 


treaty with Mexico, of which he speaks, signed |! sir, does it grant to the South? I can see nothing 
and sealed by the commissioners who negotiated | at àll. The first resolution offered by the honorable 
it, and expressly made a part of the treaty, there || Senator proposes to admit the State of California 


is a map which defines all the territory east of the |; with a provision prohibiting slavery in territory 
! which embraces all our possessions on the Pacific. 


Rio Grande and. to the 42° of north latitude, as 
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i| important occasion similar to this, which, of |; to call it, because in not one single point, if I clearly 


course, would cause the country to look upon his understand its meaning, does it propose to benefit 
movements upon this question with great attention || the people of the South. Without attempting m 
| and interest. His great fame and eloquence, his || the slightest degree to question the motives that: 
; high position and influence in the public mind, |, influenced the honorable Senator. in the presenta. 
naturally induces the belief that what he suggests || tion of these resolutions, J am suretbat the people 


| upon the subject will have great weight, and that || of the South will not, consider it a compromise at 
i any prospective plan of compromise would very | all, inasmuch as àt gives.all to. one side. ITvcan - 


assure you, sir, that when the people of the South 
come to see this great compromise, and consider 
that it concedes a State and two or three Territo- 
ries to the North, and concedes the abolition of the 


appropriately come from him. But, sir, I have been 
greatly mistaken. I must. confess that, in the whole 
course of my life, my astonishment has never been 
greater than it was when I saw this proposition ‘ cont i 
brought forward as a compromise; and I rise now, slave-trade in the District of Columbia ;to the 
sir, not for the purpose of discussing it at all, but Yorth, without any concession whatever. to. the 


this compromise as no compromise at all. What, || tleman can show me that it contains a single con~ 
cession to the South, and therefore I protest against 


it. . 
Mr. CLAY. I hope the Secretary will record 
! the protest of the gentleman, and that that protest 
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to protest most solemnly against -it. I consider |! South, they will not be satisfied with it. No gen- 
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| will remain upon the record to be acted» upon 


Texas, and that the territory west of that river is || It is true there may be a new regulation of the |, hereafter. I have risen merely to say, SIT, that | 


as explicitly designated as New Mexico? The | 


d t of the treaty |) re 
boundary thus denne! ipretation ca See any- | lafon? ‘As no boundary is mentioned, we have |; the order of the day for Tuesday next; and my 


| a right to presume that the boundary established | purpose is that they shall be taken up, duly: con- 


itself, and no fair interpretation can permit any- 
body to assume & different one. Can this fact be | 
argued out of the treaty > Yet, as the resolutions of 
the Senator would indicate, such must be the case. 
I desire nothing, sir, but a fair investigation of | 
this subject when it comes up properly, and Í shall 
fail in presenting stubborn facts if I do not show | 
that the United States Congress has as much right 
to interfere with the jurisdiction and limits of Ken- 
tucky as it has to interfere with those of Texas. 
Texas has agreed to the exercise of no such power 
on the part of Congress, and if carried out it will 
be an assumption of power by the Government, 
by which it can annihilate the State of Texas or 
any other State in this Union, ane 
‘Phe object I have m view at present Is merely 
to prevent the propositions contained in the reso- 
lutions, supported as they have been by two 


eeches fro à ) ; 
taek; with the immense infiuence which anything 


| thatjslavery should: be prohibited in those Terri- Š : 
1 ones: The Senator from Alabama, if I under- | test recorded with the. resolutions and remarks 


I > . 
tinguished Senator from Ken- || stood him aright, | ) à 
mathe dpto | of the same import as the Wilmot proviso; andin || least the right, as a m 


boundary hereafter, but if there were to be such a |; did not intend these resolutions as abstract resolu- 
ulation, why was it not embraced in this reso- |: tions. Į propose now that they should be made 


by the,constitution of California was to be received i: sidered and decided upon, and if any of them.are 
as the established boundary. What concession, | decided upon affirmatively, that they, shall be 
then, is it from the North that we admit a State |: referred to some appropriate committee with m 
thus prohibiting slavery, embracing the whole of |; structions to bring na bill in pursuance of suc! 
our possessions on the Pacific coast according to || expression of the opinion of the Senate. at, i 
these resolutions ? Asto the resolution relating to I understand it, Is the parliamentary course a 
New Mexico and Deseret, if it had simply con- legislation throughout the world, wherever parlia- 
tained the provision that a constitutional govern- |: ments exist. It is not, as the worthy Senator fom : 
ment shall be established there, without any men- ' Texas supposes, 2 mere abstract proponon, No 
tion of slavery whatever, it would have been well i! such thing. I intend them.as pee $ 2 er pro- 
enough. But inasmuch as it is affirmed that sla- ositions, to be decided upon and re Gi to eom 
very “Joes not now exist in these Territories, does || mitees, andto be reported upon, eithera rmatively 


it not absolutely preclude its admission there? and |! or negatively, with a view, ifreportedafiirmatively, 
the resolutions therefore might just as well afirm 


to subsequent action thereupon. 
Mr. DOWNS. Ionty desire to have my pro- 


maintains that the proposition is |; offered by the Senator from Kentucky; I have at 
i ember of the Senate, to have 
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it‘recorded in the same page with the remarks and 
resolutions of the Senator himself. 

Mr. CLAY, (in his seat.) Certainly, sir. 

Mr. DOWNS. And, Mr. President, I am not 
the lessrinelined to have them recorded because the 
gentleman seems to have been extremely anxious: 
upon this occasion to have nothing else recorded 
bat his own resolutions and his own remarks, for 
he has protested a dozen times already thatnobody 
should say anything upon the subject but himself, 
and I can only say that if he attempts by a sneer 
here, or in any other way, to drive Senators from 
their proper positions, or to compel them into sub- 
mission to his behests, that his long and valuable 
services in public life and great fame will be of-no 
assistance in the effort; and I sincerely trust that 
he will never find one who can be so browbeaten. 

Mr. CLAY. The honorable gentleman from 
Louisiana has given an interpretation to my_re- 
marks that they were never intended to bear. The 
gentleman may avail himself, however, of any in- 
terpretation he chooses to give them. 

Mr. BERRIEN. Task no apology for the very 
brief remarks I am about to make, and shall con- 


tent myself with saying that J make them because’ 


I feel it to be my duty to do so. { was disposed, 
when the resolutions were offered by the Senator 
from Kentucky, to allow them to take the ordinary 
coursé which is given to proceedings of that char- 
acter; to allow them to be accompanied by the 
opening remarks of the Senator from Kentucky, 
and then, on some day which should be assigned 
for the purpose, to have entered upon their dis- 
cussion. The course which has been adopted by 
Senators representing several of the southern States 
seems to me to impose upon me the duty which I 
have risen to perform, 

Now, sir, | appreciate the patriotism which has 

rompted the introduction of these resolutions—I 
think I do thespirit in which they are conceived— 
and Lam sure, too, if I understand that spirit cor- 
rectly, it is as honorable to the distinguished Sen- 
ator from Kentucky as it is valuable for the support 
which it gives to the peace and harmony of the 
Union. Ido not rise, therefore, for the purpose 
of discussing these resolutions, for the subject 
to which they refer at this moment engages the 
attention of the State which, with my friend and 
colleague, | have the honor here to repsesent. But 
I would not, after the declarations made by Sen- 
ators from other States, have it inferred from my 
silence, with all the respect I have for the Senator 
from Kentucky, and with the ready homage which 
Tam disposed to do to the motives which prompted 
their introduction—for a single moment have it 
conceived by my constituents that I could acqui- 
esce in the propositions asserted in these resolu- 
tions, J rise for the purpose of saying that, before 
they can receive my concurrence, there are pro- 
visions contained in them which must be substan- 
tially modified, and that there are important omis- 
sions which must be supplied. 

I have said that I do not mean to discuss the 
resolutions, and f have fulfilled my purpose in the 
declaration just made; yet, connected as Í have 
been in the earlier stages of this discussion—I mean 
at the anterior session—with the question of the 
validity of those laws which are supposed to ex- 
clude slavery from the territories. acquired from 
Mexico, I may be permitted to say, to meet the 
declaration of opinion by the declaration of opinion, 
and the assertion of the readiness to maintain that 
opiniondy argument, thatthe opinion which Ihave 
expressed on this subject at an anterior period is 
the opinion which, after the most careful examina- 
tion, the most anxious deliberation I could bestow 
on the subject, | now entertain, and that, with such 
powers as God has given me, l am ready to main- 
tain them whenever the opportunity is offered. 

Mr. BUTLER. I did not intend to make a re- 
mark on this subject; but, after the turn which 
the discussion has taken, itis due to myself to say 
a few words before this mauer is disposed of in 
the way indicated by the Senator from Kentucky. 
Perhaps our northern brethren ought to under- 
stand thatail the compromises that have been made 
have been by concessions, acknowledged conces- 
sions, on the partof the South. When other com- 
promises are proposed that require new concessions 
on their part, whilst none'are exacted on the other, 
the issue at least should be presented for their con- 
sideration before they come to the decision of this 
great-question. If I understand it, the Senator 
trom Kentuck y’s whole proposition of compromise 


| admission ? 


is nothing more than this: That California is al- 
ready disposed of, having formed a State constitu- 
tion, and that Territorial governments shall be or- 
ganized for Deseret and New Mexico, under which, 
by the operation of laws already existing, a slave- 
holding population could not carry with them or 
own slaves there. What is there in the nature of 
a compromise here, coupled as it is with the propo- 
sition that, by the existing laws in the Territories, 
it is almost certain that ‘slaveholders cannot, and 
have no right to, go. there with their property? 
What is there in the nature of a compromise here? 
Tam willing, however, to run the risks, and am 
ready to give to the Territories the governments 
they require. I shall always think that, under a 
constitution giving equal rights to all parties, the 
slaveholding people, as such, can go to these Ter- 
ritories and retain their property there. Butif we 
adopt this proposition_ of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, it is clearly on the basis that slavery shall 
not go there. N 

I did not understand the Senator from Missis- 


| sippi [Mr. Davis] to maintain the proposition that 


the South asked or desired a law declaring that 
slavery should go there, or that it maintained the 
policy even that it was the duty of Congress to 
pass such a law. We have only askcd, and it is 
the only compromise to which we will submit, 
that Congress shall withhold the hand of violence 
from the Territories. The only way in which this 
question can be settled is for gentlemen at the 
North to withdraw all their opposition to the 
Territorial governments, and not insist on their 
slavery prohibition. The Union is then safe 
enough. Why, then, insist on a compromise 
when these already made are sufficient for the peace 
of the North and Soath, if faithfully observed? 
These propositions are in the name of a compro- 
mise when none is necessary. Idonotand cannot 
attach anv blame to the Senator from Kentucky 
for this effort. I believe it to be an honorable effort, 
made to calm the agitation of the country, and to 
restore harmony and preserve the Union. Sir, he 
is a part ofthe history of the Government; his 
fame is identified with that of the Union; and, sir, 
the very temple of our liberty and free institutions 
has his name written on almost every one of its 
columns. I do not blame him for this effort to pre- 
serve the Union, but I may be pardoned if I say 
that it will not be preserved by the mere name of 
compromise. f 

Mr. CASS. Ihave not risen to say a word on 
this exciting topic, but merely to remark upon one 
fact stated by the Senator from Kentucky. He 
has alluded to the State of Michigan as a mere 
matter of history, proper to be referred to under 
the circumstances, and has said that California has 
stronger claims to come into the Union than had 
Michigan when she was admitted. Thereis nothing 
in my knowledge to warrant the remark. Michi- 
gan, under the fundamental Jaw and pledge of the 
Union, had a right to come in on a population of 
60,000. She reached double that number, and 
year after year presented her claims for admission, 
but Congress refused to admit her. Where is it 
possible for a people to have a stronger claim for 
Indeed, in going back to the history 
of that time, Ì am astonished that any man could 
have resisted it., Michigan was not the first, but 
the second State that came in in that way. Ten- 
nessee, or what was before known as the South- 
west Territory, some twenty years preceding, 
came in the same way—by her own act, or rather 
by no preparatory act. She kad her own conven- 
tions, formed her own constitution, and came here 
by her own act. 

The resolutions were then made the special or- 
der of the day for Tuesday next. 

THE SEMINOLE INDIANS. 

The bill “ to provide for the adjustment and 
payment of expenses incurred and obligations con- 
tracted by the State of Florida in providing for the 
safety of the people of that State during the recent 
insurrection of the Seminole Indians,” was then, 
on motion of Mr. YULEE, read a third time and 
passed. 


PRINTING OF THE PATENT OFFICE REPORT. 
Mr. BORLAND. Two or three days ago the 


_Committee on Printing made a report from an ex- 


ecutive department—that of the Commissioner of 
the Patent Office. The question of printing an 
additional number was referred to the Printing 
Committee, and upon it they made a report, which, 


on motion of the Sentaor from South Carolina, was 
laid on the table. Inow ask that it may be taken 
up, asthe documentis lying in the committee room, 
and the printing cannot go on until the resolution 
is acted upon. f 

The report was then taken up and considered. 

Mr. BORLAND. It provides for the printing 
of fifteen thousand additional copies, half the 
usual number that have been printed. This is the’ 
first part of the report, containing all the informa- 
tion in regard to the business of patenting, and 
the sciences connected with it. The second part 
is necessarily deferred, and will not be ready for 
some months. [ suppose this is a very valuable 
document, and presents the main business for 
which our Patent Office was established. | move 
the printing of half the usual number, and when 
the other portion of the report shall come in, a 
‘similar motion may be rhade: 

Mr. TURNEY. I would inquire if this is the 
report on agriculture? 

Mr. BORLAND. Itis not. 

Mr. TURNEY. When that report shall come 
in, I shall be in favor of printing a large number 
of it, but as to the list of patents a very small 
number is required. I move, therefore, that the 
vote to take the report from the table be reconsid- 
ered. 

Mr. SMITH. This document is a very ex- 
tensive, and a very important one, in my opinion. 
It contains a great deal more than a mere list of 
patents; it contains a full history of all the opera- 
tions of the Patent Office during the past year, and 
Ido not knew but up to the last fiscal year. It 
contains, in the first place, if I understand the 
matter right, a full report of the Commissioner of 
the Patent Office, and then a description in detail 
of the articles patented, thus giving a full history 
of the progress of invention in the country during 
the past year. My friend, the chairman of the 
committee, [Mr. Bortanp,] has examined the de- 
tails of the ‘report, which I have not, and can 
therefore merely state generally what the docu- 
ment is. I believe it will be considered an interest- 
ing document to all inventors, machinists, and 
the scientific men of the country, and to the reading 
public generally, although perhaps not so interest- 
ing to the agriculturalists as the other portions of 
the report. The Committee on Printing, of which 
I am a member, came to the conclusion that about 
one-half the usual number of the report would be 
useful, and that the same number of the report on 
agriculture would answer the same end, and we 
have therefore made this report. 

Mr. BORLAND. There is one portion of the 
report alone that I think, if Senators could see it, 
would be deemed one of the most valuable docu- 
ments ever issued from that or any. other de- 
partment of the Government. It is the report 
upon steam power and the improvements in the 
mode of propelling boats, a subject which suggests 
itself to the interest ofevery portion of this country. 
I think the views there presented are so valuable 
that they ought to be in the hands of every man 
who feels an interest in that important subject. I 
think an entire revolution will be made by the 
views of that report in the whole system of pro- 
pelling machinery for the propulsion of steam- 
boats. I hope, therefore, the motion to print will 
be adopted. i 

Mr. TURNEY. I withdraw my motion to re- 
consider. 

Mr. HAMLIN. 
journ. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate 
adjourned. 


I move that the Senate ad- 
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BOUNTY LANDS. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, asked leave of the 
House to introduce a bill, of which previous notiee 
had, been given. A part of the subject embraced 
in the bill (Mr. C. was understood to say) was 
before the committee, and he believed the whole 
of it should be there. Fle hoped permission would 
be granted, as he never interposed objection when 
similar requests were made by other gentlemen. 

The title of the bill was read for informstion as 
“ A bill to provide all American soldiers, who had 
not heretofore been provided for, with bounty 


land.” 


1850. 
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No objection having been made, `. 

The bill was introduced; and having been read 
twice by its title, was-referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. ; p : 

Mr ASHMUN asked leave to introduce a bill, 
of which previous notice had been given. 

Objection was made. = i 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, called for the reg- 
ular order of business. 

_Mr. BOWLIN. moved ‘that the rules of the 
House be suspended for the space of thirty min- 
utes, for the purpose of allowing members to intro- 
duce bills of which previous notice had been given. 

The SPEAKER said that a motion to suspend 
the rules was not in order. 

Mr. SCHENCK asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to introduce a bill, of which previous 
notice had been given. 

Objection was made. | 


MILEAGE. 


The SPEAKER stated the regular order of 
business to be the resolution repyrted yesterday 
by Mr. SWEETSER, from the Committee on Mile- 
age, and the action thereupon pending. The reso- 
lution is in the following words: 

Whereas, the answers of members to the circular ad- 
dressed to them by the chairman of the Committee on 
Mileage, asking information as to the route by them traveled 
to the seat of Government, and the probable distance, are 
indefinite; the committee having doubts as to the rule they 
should adopt in computing the mileage of members, ask the 
adoption of the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Mileage be instructed 
to compute the mileage of members upon the nearest mail 
route upon which mail coaches, or other convenient con- 
veyances, run from the residences of members to the seat of 
Government. 

Mr. GORMAN moved the following amend- 
ment; 

That the Committee on Mileage be instructed to compute 
the mileage in accordance with the express language of the 


Jaw, to wit: © By the most usually traveled route trom the 


residence of members to the Capitol.” 


Mr. CARTER moved the following amendment 
to the amendment: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Mileage he and is hereby 
farther instructed to report a bill that shall timit the pay of 
members of Congress, as far as the same relates to mileage, j 
to the actual and necessary time and expense involved in 
traveling to and froin the Gapitol, and otherwise to equalize 
the pay of members. | 

Mr. RICHARDSON, who was entitled to the | 
floor on the above question, said that gentlemen | 
had been fully heard on both sides; and with the 
view of puting an end to so protracted a debate, 
he would move the previous question. 

Mr. SWEETSER appealed to the gentleman 
from Illinois, [Mr. Ricuarpson,] to withdraw the 
demand for the previous question, to enablé him 
(Mr. S.) to sustain the position he had assumed 
by the resolution he had reported. 

Mr. RICHARDSON manifested some reluc- 
tance, but finally withdrew the demand. 

So the motion for the previous question was 
withdrawn. 

Mr. SWEETSER then took the floor. He 
said that he felt disposed to say a few words in 

‘reply to some of the remarks which had been sub- 
d when this resolution was under considera- 


mitte i 
tion yesterday. It had been charged that if the 
resolution should be adopted, it would abrogate 4 


law which had been in existence for thirty years, 
and that, virtually, it was in the face of the law. 
The Chairman of the Committee on Mileage (Mr. | 
Frron] had admitted that the resolution did not in 
its import meet his views; and, inasmuch as it had | 
been fixed upon him, (Mr. S.,) he desired to give | 
his views in relation to the seeming conflict be- | 
tween the resolution and the law as it now, ex- 
isted, And, in the first place, in order that the 
House might clearly understand what the law was 
with which the resolution was supposed to be in 
conflict, he would read one of its sections. 

Mr. S. read as follows: 

Sec. 2 And be it further enacted, That at every session 
of Congress after the said third day of March, one tiousand |) 
eight hundred and seventeen, cach Representative and i 
Delegate shal! be entitled to receive eight doilars tor every 
day he has attended, or shall attend, the House of Repre- 
sentatives and shail be allowed eight doilars for every 
twenty miles of the estimated distance by the most usual 
road from his place of residence to tbe svat of Congress, 
at the commencement and end of every such session aud 
meeting. 


Such (Mr. 


S. continted) was the language 
of the law. He. admitted that the resolution 


ji He had been here long 


| imputati 


although he was-a new member, yet he was will- 
ing to take any responsibility. which might be-at- 
tached to him for an effort to remedy any abuses 
which might exist, even though these abuses could 
plead the sanction of the practice of this House 
for a long series of years. He drew’a broad dis- 
tinction between the law itself and the practice 
under that law. As had’ been remarked yester- 
day, he was aware that many gentlemen who had 
taken their mileage under the construction which 
had been formerly given to the law, might ‘feel a 
delicacy upon the. subject; and that this proposi- 
tion, if it should be adopted, might be considered 
as reflecting in some degree upon them. - He could 
not help that. The fault was not his. It was in 
no such spirit that he had offered the resolution, 
nor was it in that other spirit which had been re- 
ferred to by the gentleman from Mississippi, 
that this was a matter for Buncombe. 

Mr. HOUSTON interposed, and (Mr. SWEET- 
ser yeliding the floor) inquired whether all the 
answers which had been received from members, 
in reply to the circular letter of the commit- 
tee, were vague and indefinite? The preamble to 
the resolution declared the answers of members 
to have been “ indefinite.” He (Mr. H.) desired 
to know whether this declaration was considered 
as applicable to all the answers. 

Mr. SWEETSER said he had not,examined 
all the answers; but, so far as he had examined 
them, he thought that the preamble was not in- 
tended to apply, and did not apply, to all of them. 
He would also say, in justice to himself, that the 
preamble was drawn by another member and had 


| been adopted by him (Mr. S.) with some reluc- 


tance. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I can only say that my own 
answer was very explicit as, | have no doubt, 
the answers of many other members were. 

Mr, SWEETSER said, thata great many an- 
swers were indefinite. After referring to a partic- 
ular instance, he repeated the declaration he had 
made, that he drew a broad distinction between the 
law,and the’practice which had grown up under it. 
The language of the law was strong; and, in giv- 
ing an interpretation to it, we mustapply the ordi- 
nary rule by which the conduct of men was gov- 
erned. In the common concerns of life, a man in 
pursuit of business purposes would take the near- 
est route to the place of his destination ;.and this 
resolution proposed to give that construction to 
the law. It seemed to him thatthe proposition 
need only to be stated, to command the support of 
every man who would give a moment’s reflection 
to it. And he would say here, without fear of 
contradiction, to gentlemen who were so tenacious 
about this matter, that if it was pressed, he might 
hereafter draw a parallel much more uncomforta- 
ble than any statement of facts into which he 
should enter to-day. He believed that the existing 
law had been greatly abused. 

His colleague had stated his opinion that the 
compensation allowed to members of Congress 
was too small. - He (Mr. S.) would go with that 
gentleman in fixing the pay at any just and honor- 
able sum that would compensate them liberally 
and fairly. But he would go with no man in tak- 
ing out of the treasury indirectly, under the con- 
struction of a law, sums of money to which gen- 
tlemen believed themselves entitled for ther ser- 
vices here, and which they would not vote to take 

directly. Let the question be fairly met. Letnot 
gentlemen, by affecting. to treat this as a matter 
belonging to Buncombe, eudeavor to evade the re- 
sponsibility which belonged to themselves. His 
object was to give a fair construction to the law, 
If the House did not choose to do it, let each mem- 
ber record his vote, in the face of the country, 
against the resolution. He was willing to stand or 
fall by it; and nothing that he had done or said 
was designed in any way for home consumption. 
enough to impose one re- 
straint upon himself, which he thought would 
be salutary if imposed upon all the members 
of the House; it was this, that when a member 
rose in his place, and stated the object he had 
in view in submitting any particular propo- 
sition, he (Mr. S.) was willing to take the gen- 
tleman’s motives to be such as they were as- 
serted tobe. Hedid not stand here to impugn 
the motives of others, or to suffer others to cast 
ons upon his own. Believing that the 
construction which had been put upon the law was 


seemed to travel in the face of the practice of the 
House since the law had been passed; and, 


a fraud upon the-law itself, he had come forward 


| grace and couitesy—as he (Mr. 


with this proposition.: He had: been:amused at 


the remarks which had fallen from. the: honorable: 
gentlemen from Mississippi, yesterday, in: regard 
to, the dignity of this: House. ‘They seemed to 
entertain’a feeling, in consequence of their ‘being 
old members, that the proposition was a reflection 
upon them and the-honor of this. House. If they 
were so sensitive, he could say that there were 
other. matters: in which their sensitiveness_might 
be exhibited with much more propriety... He ye- 

ferred to the. resolution (in relation to the statidn- | 
ery of members) which had been passed .by.the 

House of Representatives of the 27th Congress, 

and which, he said, involved every member of 
the House in a suspicion of petty larceny. In 

consequence of aberration from duty by some 

members, a resolution was passed, limiting the 

amount of stationery of each member to $35; 

thus, in effect, charging upon every member of 
the House, and upon their successors, that they 

would steal paper, wrappers, ink, and sealing-wax. 

He called upon some member of the 27th Congress 

to point out the men who rendered the passage of 
such a resolution necessary. 

His colleague said it was restraining them from 
stealing. He (Mr. S.) regretted to find that any- 
thing of the sort was considered neceseary. The 
gentlemen from Mississippi, to whose remarks he 
had referred, were, he. believed, members. of that 
Congress. He called upon them, before they got 
into a passion and charged motives upon others, 

to explain why it was that this petty-larceny law 

remained to this day upon the statute book. His 

object, however, had been answered. He had no 

disposition to figure in such matters, and if gentle- 

men had been acquainted with him they would not 

have been so forward in attributing motives to him, 

He stood here to do towards others as he desired 

others should do towards him. In concluding, he 

gave notice that if the resolution should be voted 

down, he should hereafter introduce a bill to bring 

this whole subject under what he considered to be 
a fair construction of the law. A 

Mr. WHITE thought, he said, that the House 
had beard about as much of this subject as it 
wished to hear, and if his friends would .sustain 
him, he would move the previous question, 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, hoped, he said, 
that the House would not sustain it, Something 
had been said which ought to be replied to. 

The SPEAKER said no remarks were in order. 

And the question was then taken on the motion 
of Mr. Warre, and by ayes 73, noes 84, was 
decided in the negative. 

So the House refused to second the demand for 
the. previous question. 

Mr. GREEN said, it was not his purpose lo go 
into a general speech, but to make a few remarks, 
especially as the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Sweer- 
sER] seemed to think there had been great abuses 
under the existing law. He (Mr. G.) had been a 
member of the mileage commitice during the last ` 
Congress. With the other members of that com- 
mittee, he had taken the responsibility of constru- 
ing the law and of ad ministering the law according 
to its letter. But the proposition now made by 
the gentleman from Obio, [Mr. SweeTser,] was 
in effect to change and modify the law by a res- 
olution of this House. He would wke occasion 
to remark, that the resolution did not come as an 
expression of the opinion of the Committee on 
Mileage; and to do justice to that committee he 
would say he believed that a large majority of 
them had no difficulty in the construction of the 
law. It was plain and explicit. The majority of 
the committee understood the law, and intended to 


| administer it in accordance with the construction 


which had heretofore uniformly been, placed upon 
it. But the gentleman from Ohio, desirous of pre~ 
senting his own peculiar views, bad asked the in- 
dulgence of the committee to permit him to bring 
this matter before the House. As a matter of 
G.) understood it 
Zathe committee had allowed the gentleman to 


make the report. R ` 2 
Mr. SWEETSER interposed, and. (Mr. G. 


| yielding) said he had offered this resolution in 


committee, and the committee had declined to act 
upon it, and requested him to report it to the 
House... He did not appear here as having asked 
a matter of grace from the committee. 

Mr. GREEN, It was a matter of grace, as Å 
understand it, for the majority of the committee do 


not subscribe to the resolution. 
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Mr. SWEETSER. | I appeal to the chairman 
of ‘the committee [Mr. Frrcs] to state the circum- 
stances under which it was offered. 
-Mr. FITCH (Mr. G. farther yielding) said, as 
“he had stated yesterday, he had not understood the 
‘gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Swrztssr] as asking a 
matter of grace from the committee, but the gen- 
teiman had asked the committee to adopt his cón- 
atruction. That responsibility the committee were 
hot ‘willing. to- assume. Therefore, they. had di- 
rected the gentleman tò report the resolution tö the 
House: It was not because they entertained doubts. 
as to the proper construction of the law, but be- 
cause those doubts were entertained by the gentle- 
man ‘from Ohio, (Mr. Sweerser,] who wished 
those doubts to be passed upon by the House. 
Mr. GREEN (resuming) said, very well. The 
majority of the committee, it was admitted, had 
no doubt as to the construction of the law. How 
chad the resolution. come before the House? One 


-of thé committee had some scruples which seemed | 


to have grown out of the peculiar manner in which 
the late Congressional canvass had been conducted 
in his district; Be those scruples whatever they 


might be, they could not change the character of | 


the law under which the gentleman was sworn to 
discharge his duty. T'he House were called upon 


by tbis resolution to do what? Not to say what | 


was right or wrong upon the question of mileage— 
not to say whether it was proper or impyoper to 
change upon the usually traveled route. If this 


were the question, he had no doubt thatthis House | 


would consider it as statesmen, enlightened with 
reference to the interests of the country. But the 
present was strictly a question of law. ‘The law 
was explicit. It provided that members of Con- 
gress should be paid eight dollars for every twent 
miles travel in going and returning from the Capi- 
‘tol by the “ most usual road. ”? 

The gentleman came in with a resolution and 
asked the House to say that the mileage should 
not be reckoned upon the ‘ most usual road,” but 
upon the “nearest mail route.” This law, thus 
explicit and direct in its terms, had been passed 
in accordance with that provision of the Constitu- 
tion which declared that ‘‘ The Senators and Rep- 
resentatives should receive a compensation for 
their services, to be ascertained by law,” not by res- 
olution of one House. In pursuance of that pro- 
vision of the Constitution, Congress in 1818 had 

assed a law, which was still in force. 

Mr. SWEETSER (the floor being yielded) said 
he did not intend to submit to the charge that 
this was a resolution of the thinority of the com- 
mittee. The chairman of the committee had stated 
that the committee had directed him to report the 
resolution. Whenever he (Mr. S.) should desire 
to make a minority report, he would bring it for- 
ward as a minority report. The gentleman from 
Missouri, he trusted, was too well acquainted with 
the courtesies of debate to place him in a false po- 
sition. 

Mr. GREEN said it should be his effort not to 
place the gentleman in an unpleasant position. He 
only wished the gentleman to stand in that posi- 
tion in which the facts placed him. 

Ashe had before remarked, the mileage of mem- 
bers was fixed by law. Was there room for rea- 
sonable doubt as to the fair meaning and intent of 


the law? If not, then this resolution called upon || 


the House to do what? To affirm a legal false- 
hood. If a bill were brought in to change the 
law, and good reasons offered to him that it should 
be changed, he would most cheerfully concur with 
gentlemen in the change; but while the law stood, 
to ask the House to declare a legal falsehood, and 
puta construction on the law which its language 
would not bear, was asking too much. 

Mr. SWEETSER. A legal falsehood ! 

Mr. GREEN. Yes. Your resolution proposes 
that the Mileage should be computed on the near- 
est mail route, while the law says, in express 
terms, the usually traveled route. The resolu- 

“tion (continued Mr. G.) might be necessary for 
the gentleman’s purposes at home, but this did nor 
alter the law. its construction was easy, simple, 
and plainly intelligible to a child who understood 
the force of the English language. As an evidence 
of its simplicity he had but to refer to the uniform 
action of the House for the last thirty years. The 


law during that whole time had been administered | 
according to its letter.. Nor had this construction | 
been confined exclusively to the House; it had ; 


. algo. been applied to the members of the Senate, 


And the compensation of-members of Congréss 
could never-be changed except by law. 

A few words in reference to the application and 
administration of the law. The Committee on 
Mileage had been raised for the purpose of ascer- 
taining a matter of fact—of ascertaining the dis- 
tahce which members ‘traveled from their resi- 
dences to: the seat of Government. ‘It was not the 
duty of the committee to fix the compensation of 
members; when-a member of that committee un- 
dertook to do-this he traveled beyond the sphere 
of his authority and duty. Ít was a very simple 
“matter of arithmetic to ascertain the . distances 
when the committee were informed what were the 
usually traveled routes. This information, and 
this alone—differing from the gentleman from 
Mississippi [Mr. Brown]—he thought it was 
| proper for the committee to receive from the mem- 
bers. 

One word in exculpation of himself. The pre- 
amble was very brief. He would do the gentle- 
man from Ohio the justice to say, he presumed it 
was not his intention to embrace him, (Mr. G.,) 
for if the gentleman would look at his reply to the 
committee, he would find that it stated the facts. 

Mr. SWEETSER said a word in explanation, 
which was lost to the reporter. 

Mr. GREEN said he understood the gentle- 
man’s explanation to be, that the preamble did not 
apply to all the members, although its language 
embraced all. 

Mr. SWEETSER stated that he was not re- 
sponsible for the preamable, for it had been drawn 
by another member of the committee. Some of | 
the answers were indefinate. He had avoided 


distinctions. 

Mr. GREEN replied that the gentleman had 
charged the members of the House with derelic- 
tion of duty. 
had included them all in the same sweeping charge. 

Mr. GREEN having concluded— 

Mr. BAYLY moved the previous question. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, appealed to 
the gentleman from Virginia to withdraw the 
motion, to allow him to make a remark, pledging 
himself to renew the motion. 

Mr. BAYLY assented. 

Mr. THOMPSON said that the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. SwzerseEr,] having explained and ře- 
explained his preamble, seemed rather to admit that 
it wus a reflection upon the House, and had taken 

shelter behind what he considered another reflec- 
tion upon the House. The gentleman had said 
that the limitation of stationery to thirty-five dol- 
lars for each member for the long session, wasa 
reflection upon gentlemen, and had defended shis 
preamble on the principle that if aman took one 
insult he whould take another. That rule, it was 
well known, was passed under peculiar cireumstan- 
į ces. It was intended as a reflection upon one 
| member of the House, and every gentleman knew 
it. ‘There was not even a division of the House 
upon it. 


tended to operate upon the members of the Con- 
| gress which passed it, or upon the succeeding 
Congresses ? 

Mr. THOMPSON replied that it was intended 
for the new members, but they had not known 
who were coming after them. 

But the gentleman from Ohio (he continued) had 
said the construction placed upon the law had 
been a fraud. That members who had received 
mileage, under the law and under the construction 
put upon it for the last thirty years, had been 
guilty of a fraud upon the law and upon the coun- 
try. He asked the House whether the charge did 
not come back with more force upon the gentle- 
man from Ohio himself than upon those honorable 
men who had goue before him? He (Mr. T.) did 
not envy that man who could now, in the face of 
day, cast a wholesale reflection upon the members 
| of all the preceding Congresses for the last thirty 
years; who boldly asserted that all the Vice Presi- 
dents, ali the Speakers, all the members of the 


last thirty years, embracing every variety of char- 
acter as well as the very best men of which this | 


purest as wellas the greatest men who had ever 
walked the face of the earth, had been guilty of a 
| fraud upon this law. The gentleman it was who 
i| now came forward to cast reflections upon all 


n 
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going into those answers, and making invidious |; 


To avoid invidious distinctions he |: 


Mr. SWEETSER asked if the rule was in- |! 


Senate, and all the members of the House, for the |! 


land could boast, and he bclicved some of the |! 


He, 


those who had gone before him. He (Mr. T.) 
| would make no further comments upon this sub- 
ject. The gentleman himself would feel in his 
own breast that the reflection came back upon 
himself. The gentleman could not cast that stain 
upon those who had gone before him. 

He concluded by renewing the demand for the 
previous question, in accordance with his pledge to 
Mr. Barty. T 

Mr. BOW DON said, if it was in order he would 
move that the House resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BAYLY said he had designed to make this 
motion as soon as this question was disposed of. 
If the gentleman insisted upon it now, he should 
ask the House to go into Committee of the Whole 

on the state of the Union, for the purpose of taking 
| up the joint resolution from the Senate, limiting 
| the expenses of collecting the revenue from cus- 
toms for the present fiscal year. But he was of 
| opinion that this mileage question might as well 
| first be disposed of. ` 
The questio was taken and decided in the neg- 
j ative. 
| So the House refused to go into Committee of 
| the Whole on the state of the Union. 
| The question recurring on the demand for the 
H previous question— 
| Mr. SCHENCK appealed to the gentleman from 
i Mississippi [Mr. Tuompson] to. withdraw the 
motion. 

_ Mr. THOMPSON said, having made the mo- 
tion in compliance with his pledge to the gentle- 
man from Virginia, (Mr. Bayuy,]} he did not feel 
at liberty to withdraw it. 

Mr. SCHENCK addressed his appeal to Mr. 
| Bayty.. 
| Mr. BAYLY declined 
| for any purpose. 

Mr. SCHENCK sent to the Speaker’s table a 
proposition, which was read by general consent 
for information, and which Mr. S. gave notice of 
his intention to offer if the previous question should 
be voted down. It was in substance to re-commit 
the. whole subject to the Committee on Mileage, 
with instructions to’ inquire into and ascertain 
whether any amendment was necessary to the ex- 
isting law to make the mileage system more just 
and equal; and if so, that the committee report by 
bill otherwise. 

The question was then taken on the demand for 
the previous question, and by ayes 77, noes 64, 
there was a second. 

And the main question was ordered to be now 
taken, 

The SPEAKER stated. what was the state of 
; the question before the House, 

When Mr. ASHMUN moved that the whole 
subject be laid upon the table. 

Mr. CARTER asked the yeas and nays, which 
were refused. 

And the question was taken on the said motion 
and decided in the affirmative. 

So the whole subject was laid on the table. 


EXPENSES OF COLLECTING THE REVENUE. 


| Mr. BAYLY moved the rules of the House be 
 suspeuded, and that the House resolve itself into 
! Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
i Union. 

Mr. B. gave notice that the object of the motion 
was, that the committee should take up the 
| joint resolution from the Senate limiting the ex- 


to withdraw the motion 


| pense of collecting the revenue from customs for 


j the present fiscal year. 


WASHINGTON’ S FAREWELL ADDRESS. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, requested Mr. 
Bayty,to waive his motion to enable him (Mr. S.) 
| to move that the House proceed to the considera- 
| tion of business on the Speaker’s table, with a 
i view to obtain final action on the joint resolution 
; from the Senate (pending at the hour of adjourn- 


|| ment yesterday) in relation to the purchase of the 
| manuscript farewell address of General Washing- 
ii ton. 


Mr. BAYLY insisted on his motion, 


i EXPENSES OF COLLECTING THE REVENUE. 


The question was then taken on the motion of 
r. Bayzy, and was decided in the affirmative. 
So the House decided that it would go into 


M 


| Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
| Union. i 
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The SPEAKER invited Mr.. Winrnror to pre- 
side over the deliberations of the Committee. . 

Mr. WINTHROP begged tó be excused, re- 
marking that the joint resolution which the chair- 
man of the Committee ‘of Ways and Means was 
prepared to take up, was very interesting to his 
constituents, and that he might desire to take part 
in the debate. 

The SPEAKER then invited Mr. Porrea to 
take the. chair. ; , i 

And thereupon the House resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, Mr. Porrer‘in the Chair. 

Mr. BAYLY was recognized by the Chair, and 
moved that the committee proceed to the consider- 
ation of the joint resolution of the Senate, limit- 
ing the expense of collecting the revenué from cus- 
toms for the present fiscal year. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, expressed | 


the hope that the committee would not at this 
time take up the joint resolution referred to, be- 
cause the House was not yet in possession of in- 
. formation which had been asked from: the Treas- 
ury Department of the Secretary. If the Secretary 
was anxious that the resolution should be passed, 
he would furnish the information at the earliest: 


day. ; 

Mr. BAYLY said, that the information referred 
to by the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Tuome- 
son] was certainly important, but he did not think 
it was indispensable; and he (Mr. B.) thought -it 
was much more important that the country should 
know what would be the condition of the resolu- 
tion, so that the administration of the Treasury 
Department might be in accordance with the decis- 
ion of Congress. 

A question here aroseas to the right to the floor, 
which was now claimed by Mr. Brown, of 
Mississippi, on the ground that he was entitled to 
it because he held it when the House was last in 
committee on the resolutions distributing the Pres- 
ident’s Message among the standing committees 
of the House. 

The CHAIRMAN declined to acknowledge 
Mr. Brown’s claim, on the ground that the gen- 
tleman from Virginia (Mr. Bayur] had been first 
recognized, 

Mr. BROWN appealed from the decision. 

The appeal led to a good deal of conversation, 
(debate thereon not being in order); after which, 
by a vote of ayes 93, noes 48, the decision of the 
Chair was affirmed. 

Mr. BAYLY was declared to be entitled to the 


floor. f 
Mr. BAYLY then rose and addressed the com- 
mittee as follows: s 
Mr. Cuarrman: I deem it proper to make some 
remarks relative to the amendment which the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means have proposed to the 
resolution from the Senate. 
By the law of the 3d of March, 1849, the ex- 
etises for collecting the revenue was limited to 
` $1,560,000 for the present fiscal year, commen- 
cing the Ist of July last and ending the 30th ‘of 
June next, as I understand it. I think this is the 
plain meaning and import of the act. 1 know 
that the Secretary of the Treasury, under the ad- 
vice of the Attorney General, has given a dif- 
ferent construction to the law. They have de- 
cided that the limitation did not take effect until 
the last half of the current fiscal year, viz: until 
from the 1st of January to the 30th of June, 1850. 
But l shall go into no discussion upon this point. 
I have no disposition to criticise the correctness of 
that opinion. I doubt not it was honestly enter- 
tained ; and I shall leave its discussion to others. 


And I do this the more readily because I do not || 


consider it at all majgrial upon, this occasion. 
Concede, if you please, that the limitation in the act 
did not take effect until after the Ist of January ; 
yet the Secretary of the Treasury ought, durjng the 
ten months preceding the peried when it would 
take effect, to have commenced his reduction of ex- 
penditure so as to have brought himself gradually, 
and without too greata shock, within the limit pre- 
scribed by Congress. He had no right to anticipate 
that Congress would precipitately suspend or re- 
peal a law, which, after three years * consideration, 
they bad deliberately passed.. But, Te 
d during the first six months 0 
ater i d, and $150,000 


ear $1,141,897 21, as is ascertaine 
ean estimates—making $1,291,897 2i—leav- 
ing but $268,102 79 for the last six months, if the 


construction which | put upon the law be correct. 


+ $31,500,000. 


i recollected that $152,723 79 was expended for 


<= 


But take his own, construction, and-admit that the 
limitation dn-the act did not take effect. until-the | 
lIst.of January; yet he allowed his expenditures 
to run on for the first six months up to the sum 
of $1,291,897 21, although he knew. he would 
have but $780,000 for the last six months. Take 
his.own construction, and f have no disposition to 
do him injustice, yet { maintain that he is respon- | 
sible for any jar which may occur; for-he ought | 
so to have projected his reductions of expenditures 
as to have made the operation gradual and easy, | 
instead of precipitate and harsh. He ought to 
have distributed his reductions through the year, | 
instead of increasing, as he has done, his expend- | 
itares during the first six months, and thus making 
a precipitate reduction necessary in the last. The 
amount of revenue collected and estimated. for 
the first six months of the present fiscal year is 
$18,262,485. The amount expended, as we have 
already seen, has been $1,291,897 21, or a little 
upwards of seven per cent. upon the receipts. | 
The importance of this statement will be seen in 
the sequel. 

In this condition of affairs the Secretary of the 
Treasury, in his annual report to Congress, asked 
our interposition. For some time we could not 
transact business in consequence of our not having 
organized for that purpose. Still these expenditures 
went on. The Senate being first organized, took 
up the subject in advance of us. That body passed | 
the joint resolution now before us, appropriating | 
for the present fiscal year the same sum expended | 
in the year ending 30th of June, 1848; although 
the revenue collected for that year was $33,034,276, 
and for this year the Sccretary estimates it al) 
lt was acceptable on all sides. Lt} 
passed without objection. lit appropriated. for the | 
present fiscal year $2,132,636, that being the 


amount experided in the fiscal year ending June, 

1848. ` But it was represented to our committee | 
by the Secretary of the ‘Treasury that this would 

give him no relief, According to hig construction 

he already had $780,000; and this resolution only } 
gave him $840,739 52—difference $60,739 58. Lt 
was.contended that the sudden reduction which 
this resolution would make necessary would be 
highly injurious to the public service; and it was 
| proposed that we should appropriate, for the last 
half of the present fiscal year, one half of what 
was expended in the year 1848. ‘This was agreed 
to; and it is the amendment now before you. 

We expended, as 1 have already said, in the | 
year ending 1848, $2,132,636—one half of which 
“is $1,066,318. Add that which has already been ex- 
pended in the first six months, viz: $1,291,897 21, 
land it makes $2,358,215 21; or $225,579 more 
than was expendeu in 1848. The amount which 
we thus appropriate is upwards of seven. per cent. 
upon the estimated receipts. 

But, notwithstanding the Secretary estimates 
that our receipts for the current fiscal year will be 
$1,500,000 less than in 1848, yet, in addition to 
this surplus in the appropriauon over that year, of 
$225,579, it is asked that Oregon and Califo: nia 
should beexcepted! But the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury himself does not estimate for the expenses of 
the new districts in ‘Texas, Oregon, and California, 
for the last half of the fiscal year but $125,000; 
and even add his estimate of $50,000 for increase 
of business, and it only amounts to $175,000, which 
would leave a surplus of $50,579 of appropriation 
for the Atlantic coast over what was expended in 
1848. But it will be said that the warehouse 
System which it was supposed would cost the 
Government nothing, has become a charge upon 
the treasury of $194,634 66. To make this sum 
up, items are included which ought not to be 
charged to the warehousing system, 

But let this pass. 1 will make no point about | 
which there can be controversy. Still it must be 


warehouses in the year ending 30th June, 1848— į 
being but $41,910 87 less than the sum charged | 
to warehouses for this year. Which sum, deducted | 
from the surplus above stated, would leave $8,668 || 
more appropriated by this bill than was expended 
in 1848, afier allowing the Secretary all he asks | 
for California, Oregon, the new districts established 
since then, and what he terms increase of business, 
(which last 1 do not exactly understand, as he es- 
umates the receipts at less than they were in that 
year;) and also the difference of the expense of 
warehouses in that ydar and this. In addition to 
this, $274,096 was expended in that year upon rey- 


|| be $32,000 


z = TA 
enne cutters: ` The Secretary:last ‘summer, to say, 
nothing: about his late circular; -greatly. reduced 
this branch of expenditure, and ‘to the extent he 
did so‘added to his-available means for other:ser- 
vice. - Cannot: gentlemen be ‘satisfied -with this?” 
Are we; by the adoption of either of the amend- 
ments of the gentleman from Ohio; {Mr. Vinton;] 
to increase this sum which: is at- the disposal of 
the:-Secretary to an indefinite amount? ‘My only 
fearis we have: been too yielding already. -Still 
we are asked to grant more; and how much more 
I am unable to say, as the amendments of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio [Mr. Vinton] appropriate an 
indefinite sum. 

Thus: it will be seen that all the indignation 
which it has been attempted to raise against: Con- 
gress, throughout the country, is utterly uncalled 
for. If there be cause for indignation it must rest 
elsewhere. If the Secretary of the Treasury had 
commenced his curtailments in time; if he had ex- 
tended them from July, 1849, to June, 1850, instead 
of increasing his expenditures in the first six 
months by multiplying officers and increasing 
their salaries, as he has done in many instances, 
the whole operation of reduction would have gone 
on easily and smoothly, and no one scarcely would 
have known that ìt was going on atall. But instead 
of that, the expenditures are increased in the first 
six months, and the result is, the jar which the re- 
duction called for in the last, is felt. 

Mr. Chairman, have said I feared that in agree- 
ing to the amendment to the Senate resolution ‘we 
have conceded too much. We certainly have if we 
had the whole year to go over; but we have not. 
The Secretary, as I have already shown, has great- 
ly exceeded the limits of thelaw and of necessity in 
the first six months. Another montir on the same 
or nearly the same rate of high expenditure is 
gone. ‘There are but five left. Can we, with due 
regard to the public service, compress the whole 
reduction within five months? | think not. Let it 
not be said that the Secretary has brought it upon 
himself and that he must suffer the consegyences. 
It is not the Secretary alone, or principally, who is 
to suffer; we must look to the country, and if he 
has erred, we must not. It will not do to punish 
the country for his faults. Lam willing to give 
relief for the present, even if it be extravagant, 
But, sir, this whole thing must be looked into, 
and if Congress will sustain me, it shall be looked 
into and probed to its bottom. 

The expenditures of this Government are too 
great in all of its departments, and in none*more 
than in collecting our revenue.. When we con- 
sider the character of our system, prior to the law 
of the 3d of March, 1849, against which such a 
clamor is raised; it: is not perceived how it. could 
have been. otherwise. No appropriations made 
by law; no accountability; everything Jeft to the 
discretion of the Secretary of the Treasury and 
Collectors!’ My only surprise is that things have 
not been worse. But they have been bad enough. - 
What do you suppose, if we grant the Secretary 
of the Treasury all he asks, will be the cost of col- 
lecting the revenue for the present fiscal year? He 
expended in the past six months, as we have 
already seen, $1,291,897. He asks for $1,325,000 
more, making $2,616,897. He estimates that the 


„revenue from customs will be $31,500,000. So the 


expenses of collection would be upwards of eight 
per cent. With the sum we give him it will be 
upwards of seven per cent. In 1848 the per centage 
for collecting the revenue was six and near a half 
per cent.; in 1849 it was upwards of seven per 
cent. 

The Secretary estimates th I 
the customs for the year ending June, 1851, will 
000; and he puts the expenses of: col- 
lection at $2,750,000, or at the rate of near nine 


er cent. 
Sir, is sis necessary? What 
other country pays as much for collecting its rev- 
enue? What Siate in this. Union, where direct 
taxes prevails, pays 80 much? : I speak with con- 
fidence as to one, (Virginia,) with which I am bet- 
ter acquainted than with the rest. Our collectors, 
who have to call personally upon every tax-payer 
and receive the dues of the Commonwealth in 
small sums~-some of them less than a doliar—and 
who is required by Jaw to take, at his own €X- 
pense; what he collects to the seat of Government, 
to incur all risk, and pay it into the treasury—is 
allowed but five per cent.; and in some instances, 


at the receipts from 


it possible that thi 


where the collections are large, even less. It is 
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true, Jor prompt payment the sheriffs are allowed 
seven and a half percent. upon the land and prop- 
erty tax, but the additional two and a half per 
cent. is in the nature of an insurance upon the col- 

“lection; and to secure it the sheriffs are compelled 
in most instances to advance the taxes and depend 
upon.collections for reimbursement. I presume a 
greater amount is not paid in other States. Yet 
their system of taxation is by a direct tax; and we 
know that a leading argument in favor of indirect 
taxes has always been, that from the fact that they 
are received in large sums, and at few places, they 
can be collected at less expense. — 

But in looking into the matter I have not 
stopped with the cost of collecting the revenue by 
direct taxation in the States. During, and just 

_ after. the war with Great Britain, we had a direct 
tax under the General Government. The expense 
of collecting it in 1856, when the net receipts were 
only $3,560,651, was.5 3-16 per cent. 

Nor have I stopped‘here. I have examined the 
English documents. Thelr system of collecting 
revenue by customs is more analagous to ours than 
any other. The per centage which the collection 
of the customs in. the United Kingdom cost in the 
year ending the 5th of January, 1848—the last re- 
turns which we have—was 5 19-20. For Great 
Britain alone 54.; and excluding Ireland, Scotland, 
and the small islands, where the revenue collected 
is comparatively small, and where the preventive 
force to guard against smuggling must be large, 
the per centage is léss than 5; and take London | 
alone, where the great amount of duties are col- 
lected, itis less than 3. For many years prior | 
to 1848 the cost of collection was about the | 
same. But to appreciate this comparison prop- 
erly we must sdvert to other facts. The United 
Kingdom has a larger sea-coast than we have. 
Her sea-coast, including the smaller adjacent 
isles, is three thousand five hundred geograph- 
ical miles. Our Atlantic coast is one thousand 
five hundred, exclusive of our islands, most of 
which, from the shallowness of the water between 
them and the main land, cannot be said to have 
properly more than one side of sea-coast. The 

_ only important one is Long Island; and to measure 
all sides of it, would onty increase the length about 
one hundred and twenty miles. Our Gulf coast is 
one thousand two hundred miles, and our Pacific 
one thousand one hundred; altogether, three thou- 
sand eight hundred miles—exceeding the English 
sea-coast but three hundred miles. California and 
Oregon are mostly uninhabited; and in view of the 
argument l am now prosecuting, viz: as to the 
necessity of a preventive force to obstruct smug- 
gling, it may be thrown out of the estimate. Do 
so, and include our lake frontier and our exposure, 
and that of England would not vary a great deal, 
as far as the length of sea-coast is concerned. 

Mr, BROOKS, (Mr. Bayty yielding the floor for 
an interrugatory.) Do I understand the géntleman 


from Virginia to assert that the coast of Great | 


Britain and Ireland is as extensive as that of the 
United States, and therefore, that it is as easy to 
collect the revenue here as there ? 

Mr. BAYLY. I do. 

Mr. BROOKS. Well, and let that go to the 
country. Why, the sea-coast of Maine alone is 
over 1,000 miles,—and for proof, I appeal to the, 
delegation from Maine! 

Mr. BAYLY. Ido not wish or mean to be dis- 
courteous, but I must say the statement of the 
gentleman is not only incorrect, but preposterous. 
Why, sir, it is not 1,000 miles from the Capes of 
Virginia to the northernmost port of Maine. 

Mr. BROOKS. Did the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia include the bays and other indentations in 
his measurement? 

Mr. BAYLY. I did not make the measurement. 
I applied to Lieutenant Maury to measure the two 
coasts forme. I applied to him, because I had the 
greatest confidence in his science and accuracy; 
and because I learned he had all the charts neces- 
sary for the purpose, which I had not. His meas- 
urement is'along the general outlines from head- 
land to headland, and is exclusive of bays; har- 
bors, friths, creeks and other indentations in both 
countries. And here I beg to remark, that in this 
respect the measurement is against us. Let any 
one loak at the maps, and they will see this. | 
Nothing can be more indented and irregular than 
the coast of the United Kiigdom, while ours is 
comparatively otherwise. : 

As far, therefore, as the extentof sea-coast is con- 


H 


iat high game. 


cerned, as large or even a larger. preventive- force 
is necessary than with us. Bat this is not the 
main consideration. The English tariff affords 
the strongest inducement for smuggling. . The 
high duties, particularly upon tobacco, spirits, and 
some other articles, make it necessary to keep up 
the largest preventive force to prevent evasions of 
the customs; while with -us our tariff affords but 
small comparative inducements to lead to it. There 
public sentiment does not reprobate it as much as 
here. The consequence is, in England the strong- 
est preventive force in the form of cruisers, harbor 
vessels, and what they cali aland-guard, is neces- 
sary. They are compelled to have a cordon of 
officers constantly on the look-out, for which, with 
us, there is no necessity. Besides this, their prox- 
imity to the Continent increases this necessity on 
their part, Any small vessel can, at any time, by | 
catching a favorable wind, run over almost unob- 
served. But with us only large sea-going vessels 
are employed in bringing cargoes across the At- 
lantic; their advent is always noticed, and smug- 
gling by them, under any circumstances, is difficult. 
In such u case it is too easily detected and proved, | 
and then comes the penalty. Yet with ali this ne- į 
cessity for a large preventive force upon their part, į 
they collect their revenue from customs ata little 
more than one-half of what we are asked to ex- 
pend. 

Sir, this is all wrong. ft ought to be correct- 
ed ; and if Congress will back me, it shall be cor- 
rected. g 

The great defect in the system is, we pay 
too high salaries to officers ‘in the employ of the | 
General Government. This is the case as con- 
nected with the customs, from the highest to the 
lowest. We pay the collector of Boston $6,400 ; | 
which is double what any State officer of Massa- 
chusetts receives. We pay the collector of New 
York the same. The Governor, who is expected 
to do the hospitalities of the State, receives $4,000. 
The Chief Justice, who. must have the highest 
professional attainments, receives but $3,000. So 
in Pennsylvania : the collector, $6,400; the Chief 
Justice about $2,500. In’ Maryland, the collector 
$6,400; the Governor $2,000, and Chief Justice 
$3,000. And when we descend from the collector 
through every grade, we find the same irregularity 
till we come to the very barge-men—oarsmen— 
who, in New York, receive $600 perannum. The 
rate of compensation for all employment under 
the General Government is so much greater than 
under the State Governments and in the private 
walks of life, that all eyes are turned here. The 
tendency is to divert men from prMate pursuits 
(which are at last most honorable) and from em- 
ployment under the State authorities, to look here 
—the great fountain of wealth and honor. This 
increases the tendency of public opinion to regard 
the States as inferior corporations, instead of in- 
dependent sovereignties, and tends to centre every- 
thing in the Federal head, and leads to consolida- 
tion. This Government is the idol which every 
aspirant worships. Besides this, it adds asperity 
to our political contests. So far from there being 
contests for principles, they are contests for place. 
Bring down your Federal salaries to a grade equal 
to that which prevails in our State Governments 
and in private pursuits, and you will not only save | 
a vast amount of money to this Government, but 
you will do what is more—you will reduce its | 
patronage, already much too great, and you will 


this opinion. When the law of the 3d of March, 
1849, passed, requiring the Treasury Department 
to reduce the expenses of collecting the revenue to 
$1,560,000, it necessanly gave the Secretary the 
authority to do it. His discretion as to the mode 
of reduction was unlimited.. Suppose the salaries 
of all of the officers of the customs had been fixed 
by law, prior to the act of the 3d of March, 1849, 
could it be said that, therefore, it was inoper- 
ative?—that the last law would be controlled 
and nullified by those which had preceded it? I 
do not know in what code of laws such rules of 
construction are to be found. Certainly in none 
with which I am acquainted. 7 

This brings me to the circular of the Secretary 
of the Treasury. That circular, Mr. Chairman, 
public duty requires me to say, Į consider a pal- 
pable violation of law. I do not wish to say 
anything harsh of the Secretary of the Treasury. 
My acquaintance with him is slight; but such as it 
| is, has made a very favorable impression upon me 
towards him personally. But public duty requires 
| me to express the opinion I entertain. The law 
to which I have referred contemplated the reduc- 
tion of the expense of cullecting the revenue. its 
object is stamped, in letters too plain to be mis- 
read, upon its very face. It was to reduce the 
expense of collecting the revenue. To relieve 
whom? The Government alone? By no means; 
butg the country! The Secretary, however, in 
some cases, shifts the burden from the Govern- 
ment to the shoulders of the merchant and im- 
porter. By his circular, and without authority, 
he has virtually increased the tariff, when, | am 
quite sure, the country is not willing that Con- 


|| gress shall do it, who alone have the power. I 


am told he has lately issued a second, dismissing 
many officers. ‘I have not seen it, and cannot, 
therefore, say a word about it. Tam now speak- 
ing of the first one issued. I repeat, the object of 
the law of the 3d of March, 1849, was to reduce 
the cost of collecting the revenue lo the public ; 
and if it remain the same, whether it be paid by 
the merchant or the Government, to that public 
it makes no difference, for at last it has to bear 
the burden. And the shifting it from one to the 
| other does not meet the object of the law; 
Mr. SEDDON. Will my colleague and friend 
inform me with whom the law of March, 1849, 
originated? I ask for information. A 
Mr. BAYLY. I take pleasure in answering 
| my friend. In opening the debate l had not in- 
tended to refer to that, But as I anticipated that I 
might be called upon to refer to it in reply, Lam 
prepared to answer his question. It was recom- 
mended by Mr. Walker, late Secretary of the 
i Treasury, as long ago as March, 1846. On the 


', 16th of that month he wrote to the Committee of 


eans this letter: 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, March 16, 1846. 

Sir: In my letter of the 23d of February last to you, the 
etatemeut was made that the expense of collecting the rev- 
enue could be reduced $537,264 below the expenditure of > 
the last fiscal year. T'o insare this result, Lrespecttully re- 
| commend that a clause be inserted in the new tariff bill, 
| limiting the expenses of Collecting the revenue under that 
bill to a sum not exceeding $1,520,000. 

‘The sum expended in coliecting tie revenue is now al- 
most exclusively within the discretion of the Secretary of 
the Treasury. The payments are frequently made merely 
upon bis written order, without the iutervention of those 
checks appertaining to the liquidation of other accounts, 
and the payments are not regulated by specific appropria- 
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have the public service better performed. I do 
not doubt but that you can get a better collector 
in New York for $3,000 than for $6,400. The 
one would take the office as a plain business man, į 
to do its duties, and without ambitious or party 
views. The other would seek it for its emolu 
In the one case 


maintain the cheap system would be the most Í 
efficient. Ido not recommend that the salaries a 
thase whose salaries are already low should be 
reduced. By no means. I would strike at those 
who receive the exorbitant salaries. I would | 


harpoon the big fish, not the small.. I would fly i 


| 
| 


j 
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I know it is supposed that the Secretary of the 
Treasury cannot touch these. It is said their 
salaries are regulated by law. Ido not concur in 


| 


i following: 


tions made by law, as in other cases. In my opinion the 
expenses incident to the collection of the revenue should be 
regulated by specific appropriations, and the payments made 
subject to the checks applicable to the setuement of other 
accounts. 

This great reform can only be introduced by the legista- 
tien of Congress; but if you think proper to require the 
endperation of this department, it will be cheerfully granted. 

Most respectfully, your obedtent servant, | 

R. J. WALKER, Secretary of the Treasury. 

Hon. James J. McKay, 

Chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 


Again: On the 25th of May, 1846, he wrote the 


TREASURY DEPARTNENT, May 25, 1846: 

Sir: Having been informed by you that the suggestions 
made in my letter of the 16th of Mareh last, sO far as re- 
quired the limitation of the expenses incident to the coliee- 
tion of the revenue, and the regulation of the same by law, 
met the approbation of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
Tenclose a provision fur carrying these suggestions into 
effect. 

‘This provision, it is believed, should be appended, as a 
new section to the bill reported to the committee for redu- 
cing the daties on imports. 

if that bill should not become a law, and the provisions of 
the present tariff remain unaltered, the expenses incident to 


| the collection of the revenue, including drawbacks, fishing 


GR 


PUBL 


ISHED AT WASHINGTON, BY JOHN C. RIVES.—TERMS $3 FOR THIS SESSION. 


3isr Concress, Ist Session. 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 1850. 


emesan me 


New Sznirs.....No. 17. ; 


bounties and allowances, cannot, with safety, be limited to 
the sums now proposed by this departatent. 

Tam, very fesnectailiy your obedient servant, 

d: BR, Secreta f k 

Hon James J. McKay, : TU OJ ke Eee 

Chairman of the Usmmittee of Wiys and Means. 

Be it further enacted, That the amount to be disbursed in 
payment of the expenses incidental to the colleciion of the 
revenue shall not.exeeed in the whole, for the fiscal year 
ending the 30th of June, 1847, or for any fiseal year succeed- 
ing, the stan of one million five hundred and twenty thou- 
sand dollars, and that the Secretary of the Treasury shall i 
have full power to diminish any branch or item of said ex- 
penditures so as to bring the aggregate amouut within the 
limitation above mentioned, and that hereafter the whole 
gross amonat of the public moneys, by whomsoever received 
or collected, shall be paid into the treasury; and ail expen- 
ses incident to the collection of the revenue, not exceeding 
the amount above stated, shall be paid out of any moneys 
in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, and the ac- 
comnts thereaf shall be rendered to the proper accounting 
Officers of the treasury for adjustment by them. 


The recommendation was subsequently re- 
newed. But under the difficulty of getting bills 
through Congress, the bill to carry these recom- 
mendations into effect, did not pass this House 
until the 15th of March, 1848. That was before 
any nominations for the Presidency were made, 
and when of course few anticipated that this ad- 
ministration would come into power. 

The bill did not pass the Senate until the 3d of 
March, 1849. But before it passed, it came to 
this House with amendments, where, if it had 
been disapproved, it could havg been defeated. 

Before I conclude, I have a word to say about 
the warehousing system—not by way of argu- 
ment to sustain our opinions, but for the informa- | 
tion of the House, to state them. 

I believe that the Committee of Ways and | 
Means are decidedly in favor of that system; but | 
with some modifications. Ispeak with confidence | 
of the Democratic part of the committee: We, 
think it of great benefit to every industrial pursuit | 
in the country—the agricultural, the mechanical, || 
the commercial, and the manufacturing. We are | 
satisfied, the country will never surrender it. But «| 
we think the plan of public warehouses ought to 
be abolished, except so far as to provide ware- į 
house room for unclaimed goods. We do not 
think that the Government ought to engage in the 
warehousing business any further than is indis- 
pensable; any more than in any other business 
to which individual enterprise is equal. Let us 
open free competition in this business, under 
proper safeguards and regulations, and that com- 
petition itself will reduce the cost of warehousing 
to the lowest possible amount; to the relief af com- | 
merce, and withouta tax upon the Government or į 
any body else. The system with us wasia new 
one, and doubtless we have much to learn in re- 
spect toit. In the first instance some mistakes |} 
may have been committed—mistakes against 
which human foresight could not guard. But | 
upon the whole it is a wise one, and with such | 
modifications as experience may suggust, it will 
be cherished. 

Mr. BAYLY having concluded— 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, obtained the 
floor, but yielded for the moment to 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD, who, in answer to the 
appeal of the gentleman from New York (Mr. } 
Brooks] to the members from Maine as to the 
length of the sea-coast in that State, replied that 
he (Mr. L.) had never considered that Maine had 
the length of sea-coast named by the gentleman 
from New York. He (Mr. L.) had before him 
the debates in the 27th Congress, and from aj 
speech delivered by himself in Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, the object of 
which was to procure appropriations for erecting | 
fortifications for the defence of the sea-coast of 
Maine, he found this question: ‘ do the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means know that the State of | 
Maine has more than three hundred miles of de- | 
fenceless sea-coast?” Mr. L. added, that if the 
rivers of Maine were all measured and added to | 
the sea-coast, the statement of the gentleman from | 
New York would not exceed but fall short of the | 
truth. 

{Some con 
Brooxs saying 
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nversation followed on this point, Mr. 
that he measured the State of ! 


i Subject of slavery. My judgment approves it. We 
| have gone too far to recede without an adjustment 


| the other, an adjustment in some form is indispen- 


i} 
it 


| as the Union itself—let us come to the considera- 


population, 


conflict dangerous to liberty and fatal to the Union 


Maine, as he supposed the gentleman from Vir- | 
ginia [Mr. Bayty] had measured the coast of 
Great Britain. He (Mr. Brooxs) supposed that 
by measuring in a straight line, the sea-coast of 
Maine might be three hundred miles; but by fol- 
lowing the indentations, he presumed it would be 
found to, be as he had stated. Mr. Bayry said 
that the measurement had been made, in both 
cases, by Lieutenant Maury, upon the principle of 
measuring from headland to headland, and the re- 
sult had been furnished in geographical miles. 
Mr. Brooxs thought Mr. Bayty should go for in- 
formation to the coast survey, not to Licutenant 
Maury. And Mr. Bay ty replied, that when he 
wanted information he should go to the source 
from which he supposed it might be obtained most 
satisfactorily. Knowing the scientific attainments 
of this gentleman, and his general accuracy, he 
(Mr. B.) had preferred relying upon his calcula- 
tions. ] 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, now claimed the 
floor, and proceeded to address the committee, as 
follows: 

Gentlemen say they deprecate discussion on the 


of our difficulties. Better far that this agitation 
should never have commenced. But when wrong 
has heen perpetrated on one side and resented on | 


sable. It is better sothan to leave the thorn of 
discord thus planted; to rancle and fester, and 
finally to produce a never-healing sore. We need j 
attempt no such useless task as that of disguising 
from ourselves, our constituents, and in truth the 
world at large, that ill blood has been engendered, 
that we are losing our mutual attachment, that we 
are daily becoming more and more estranged, that 
the fibers of the great cord which unites us as one | 
people are giving way, and that we are fast ver- 
ging to ultimate and final disruption. I hold no 
communion with the spurious patriotism which | 
closes its eyes to the dangers which visit us, and 
with a loud voice, sing hosannas to the Union; 
such patriotism will not save the Union, it is de- 
f structive of the Union. Open wide your eyes and 
i look these dangers full in the face, and with strong 
arms and stout hearts assault them, vanquish 
them, and on the field of your triumph erect an 
altar sacred to the cause of liberty, and on that 
altar offer asa willing sacrifice this accursed demon 
of discord. Do this, and we are safe; refuse, and 
these dangers will thicken, these misty elements 
will grow darker and blacker as days roll on. 
The storm which now lingers will burst, and the 
genius of dissolution will preside where the Union 
now is. 

I am for discussion, for an interchange of senti- 
ments. Let there be no wrangling about small 
grievances, but with an elevated patriotism—a pa- 
tciotism high as our noble mountains, and broad 
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tion of the difficulties and dangers which beset us. 

In all matters of dispute it is important to con- 
sider who committed the first wrong; until this is 
done, no. satisfactory basis of an adjustment can 
be established. 

The Union is divided in sentiment upon a great 
question, by a geographical line. The North is 
opposed to slavery, and the South is in favor of 
it. The North is fer abolishing it, the South is for 
maintaining ite The North is for confining it in 
its present limits, where they fancy it will lan- | 
guish, and languishing, will die. ‘The South is 
for leaving it unrestrained to go wherever (within H 
our limits) it may be invited by soil, climate, and 
These issues and their necessary in- 
idents have brought the two ends of the Union 
‘into their present‘ perilous position—a_ position 
‘from which one or the other must recede, or a 


will certainty ensue. 

Who is at fault, or rather who was first in fault 
in this fraternal quarrel? We were the owners of |: 
slaves; we bought them from your fathers. We |; 
never sought to make slaveholders of you, nor to 
force slavery upon you. When you emancipated " 


; existente. 


the remnant of your slaves, we did not interpose, 
Content to enjoy the fruits of our industry- at home, 
within our own limits, we never sought to intrude 
upon your domestic quiet. Not so with you. 
For twenty years or more, you have not ceased to 
disturb our peace. We have appealed in vain to 
your forbearance. Not only have you disregarded 
these appeals, but every appeal has been followed 
by some new act of outrage and aggression. We 
have in vain pointed to our domicils, and begged 
that you would respect the feelings of their inmates. 
You have threatened them with conflagration. 
: When we have pointed to our wives and our 
| sleeping infants, and in their names besought your 
forbearance, you have spurned our entreaties and 
mocked the fears of these sacred pledges of our 
love. Long years of outrage upon our feelings 
and disregard of our rights have awakened in every 
southern heart a feeling. of stern resistance. 
Think. what you will, say what you will, perpe- 
trate again and again if you will, these acts of 
lawless tyranny; the day and the hour is at hand 
when every southern son, will rise in rebellion, 
when every tongue will say, give us justice or give 
as death. : 

I repeat, we have never sought to disturb your 
quiet. We have forborne to retaliate your 
wrongs. Content to awaita returning sense of 
justice, we have submitted. That sense of justice, 
we fear, never will return, and submission is no 
longer a virtue. We owe it to you, to ourselves, 
to our common country, to the friends of freedom 
throughout the world, to warn you that we intend 
to submit no longer. . 

Gentlemen tel! us they do not believe the South 
is in earnest. They believe we will still submit. 
Let me warn them to put away that delusion. It 
is fatal to the cause of peace. If the North em- 
brace it the Union is gone. It is treason to 
encourage a hope of submission. Tell the truth, 
| speak out boldly, go home and tell your people 
the issue is made up; they must now choose be- 
| tween non-interference with southern rights on the 
one side, and a dissolution of the Union on the 
other. Tell them the South asks nothing from 
their bounty, but only asks their forbearance. 

The specious arguments by which you cover up 
your unauthorized attempts to drive us from the 
Territories. may deceive the unwary, but an en- 
lightened public sentiment will. nót, fail to detect 
its fallacy, and posterity willaward you the credit 
of destroying the Union in a lawless effort to seize - 
the spoils of a victory won by other hearts and 
hands than yours. Territory now free must re- 
main free, say you. Who gave you the right to 
speak thus oracularly? Is this an acquisition of 
your own, or is it a thing obtained by the joint 
effort of us all? Ihave becn told that the United 
States acquired the territory from Mexico, and 
that the Congress, speaking for the United States, 
must dispose of it. Technically speaking, the 
United States did make the acquisition; but what 
is the United States? a mere agent for the States, 
holding for them certain political powers in trust, 
o be exercised for their mutual benefit, and among 
hese is the power to declare war and make peace. 
In the exercise of these powers the territory was 
acquired, and for whom? Not certainly for the 
agent, but for the principal. Not for the United 
States, but the States. 

Who fought the battles, who wo 
which resulted in the acquisition ? ` The people of 
the United States? Certainly not. There is no 
such thing as the people of the United States. They 
can perform no act—have in fact no political ex- 
istence. Do the people of the United States elect 
this Congress? No; we are elected by States— 
most of us by districts in States.. The States elect 
Senators, and the President is himself elected by 
State electoral colleges, and not by the people of 
the United. States. There is no such political 
body as the people of the United States; they can 
do nothing, nave done nothing, have in fact no 
When the war with Mexico began, 
on whom did the President call? Not, certainly, 
on the people of the United States, but on the peo- 
ple of the States by States, and by States they 


n the victories 
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responded, by States theysmade their contributions: 
to- the grand army; and whatever was acquired, 
was of necessity acquired for the States, each hav- 


ing an equal interest; and the United States, as | 


agent, trustee, or general repository of the com- 
mon fund, is found to de equal and exact justice 
to all the parties interested. $ 

The army was created and supported by thirty 
sovereignties allied together. These sovereignties 
acted through a common head forthe common de- 
fence and general welfare of all: - But it does not 
follow that such head may rightfully appropriate 
the award of the conflict to fifteen of the allies, 
leaving nothing to the remaining fifteen. Sov- 
ereigns are equal; there is no such thing as great 
or small sovereigns, or, to speak more correctly, 
sovergigns of great and small degree. They are 
equals, except when by conventional agreement 
that equality is destroyed. No such agreement 
has been made between the sovereigns composing 
our Confederacy. Hence, Delaware is equal to 
New York, and the fifteen Southern States are 
equal to the fifteen Northern States. It follows 
that the fifteen sovereignties of the North cannot 
exclude the fifteen sovereignties of the South from 
an equal participation in and control over the joint 
acquisition or property of all. Nor can the com- 
mon agent, the United States, Pearken’ to the 
woice of the fifteen northern in preference to those 
of the fifteen southern allies. So long as one of 
the sovereigns in alliance protests against a com- 
mon disposition of what belongs to all and to each | 
one in an equal degree, no disposition can be 
rightfully made. The strong may take by force 
from the weak, but in such case power gives the 
right. The North may take from the South in 
this way, unless perchance it should turn out in 
the course of the conflict that the South is the 
stronger party, in which case it would be our 
right to take from you. 

Without pursuing this course of reasoning, un- 
profitable as I feel it must be, I come at once to 
the conclusion, that we of Mississippi have the 
same right to go into the Territories with our 
‘slave property as you of New York have to go 
there with your personal estate of whatever kind. 
And if you deny us this right, we will resist your 
authority, and to the last extremity. You affect 
to think us notin earnest in this declaration. Look 
at the attitude of the South; hear her voice as it 
comes up from her bench, her bar, her legislative 
halls, and, above all, from her people. , Sir, there 
is not a hamlet in the South from which you will 
not hear the voice of stern resistance to your law- 
less mandate. Our men will write it on their 
shields, our women will teach little children to 
lisp it with their earliest breath. invoke your 
forbearance on this question. Ask yourselves if it 
is right to exasperate eight millions of people upon 
an abstraction; a matter to us of substance and of 
life, but to you the merest shadow of an abstraction. 
Is it likely, let me ask, that the Union can survive 
the shock which must ensue if you drive eight 
millions of people to madness and desperation ? 
Look, sir, to the position of Virginia, Georgia, 
Alabama, Mississippi, and the glorious old State 
of South Carolina; listen to the warning voice of 
these, and all the southern States, as they come to 
us upon every breeze that sweeps from the South, 
and tell me if we are not sporting above a volcano. 
Oh! gentlemen, pause, I beseech you, in this mad 
career. The South cannot, will not, pare not 
submit to your demand. The consequences to 
her are terrible beyond description; to you for- 
bearance would be a virtue—virtue adorned with 
love, truth, justice, and patriotism. To some men 
I can make no appeal. I appeal not to the gentle- 
man from Ohio. He, like Peter the Hermit, feels 
himself under some religious obligation to lead on 
this crusade. 
father of the Wilmot proviso; Jike Ephraim, he 
is joined to his idols—I will let him alone. But to 
sound men, to patriotic and just men, I do make 
a solemn appeal that they array themselves on the 


side of the Constitution, and save the Union. | 


When the fatal step is taken it will be too late to 
repent the folly of this hour. When the deed is 
done, and the fatal consequences have fallen upon 
us, it will be vain, idle, worse than folly to depre- 
cate the evil councils which now prevail. Now, 
now is the time for good men te do their duty. 
Let those who desire to save the Constitution and | 
the Union come out from among the wicked and 

atray themselves on the side of justice. And here 


I make no appeal to the putative | 


. k À . I 
in this Hall, erected by our fathers and dedicated! 
to liberty. and law, we will make new vows, enter 
into new covenants to stand together and fight the 
demon of discord until death shall summon us to 
another arid better world. ? ji 

You think that slavery is a great evil. Very || 
well, think so; but keep your thoughts ta your- 
selves. If it bean evil, it is our evil; if it bea; 
curse, it isourcurse. We are not seeking to force || 
it upon you; we intend to keep it ourselves. gif!) 
you do not wish to come in contact with this ery- !: 
| ing evil, stay where you are, it will never pursue /, 
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I have seen more of slavery than you, know more 
about it; and my opinions are, I think, worth 
| more than yours. Slavery,African slavery, was, |! 
‚as I religiously believe, planted in this country |; 
| through the providence of God; and He, in His |; 
| own good time, will take it away. Civilization |: 
| dawned in Africa, The Christian religion was |; 
| preached to the African race before its votaries || 
‘carried it to other lands. Africa had the glad ti- |’ 
dings of the Saviour long before his divine mission | 
| was revealed tous. And where isshe now? Cen- |) 
turies have passed away, and all traces of christi 
anity, every vestige of civilization, have departed |: 
from that degraded and benighted land—a race | 
| of cannibals, roasting, eating men as we do swine | 
‘and cattle. Resisting with fire and sword all efforts | 
į of Christian ministers to lift them from the deep 
| degradation, they perseveringly worship idols and 
graven images, and run continually after false gods. 
! Look at the condition of this people, and contrast | 
| it with the worst condition of the same race in || 
i this country, and tell me if the eye of fancy, in its |! 
| utmost stretch, can measure the elevation at which |i 
! the Southern slave stands above the African in his | 
native jungle? And yet philanthropy, double dis- || 
tilled, extra refined philanthropy, bewails in pite- | 
‘ous accents the fallen condition of the poor slave. 
| The negro race in the South have been civilized; 
many of them evangelized.’ Some are-pure chris- | 
| tians; all have been improved in their moral, so- | 
| cial, and religious condition, And who shall under- 
| take to say it was not within the providence of 
their Creator to transplant them to our soil for 
| wise, beneficent, and holy purposes? . 
It is no part of my purpose to discuss this prop- 
| osition. The subject, in this view of it, belongs 
rather to the pulpit than to the hails of legislation. || 
It may seem to those not familiar with the state 
of public sentiment North and South, and the 
dangerous issues to which it is conducting us, out 
: of time and out of place for us to discuss the value 
| of the Union. Fam not afraid of the consequen- 
i ces of such a discussion. Itis a discussion not to 
| be coveted, but one which the times and tempers 
| of men have forced upon us. It is useless to deny 
i that the Union is in danger. To discuss its value | 
iis to ascertain its worth. When we shall have | 
! done this, we can better decide how great a sacri- || 
| fice we can afford to make to secure its perpetuity. | 
We of the South have ever been the fast friends 
: of the Union. We have been so from an earnest 
attachment to its founders, and from a feeling of 
| elevated patriotism, a patriotism which rises above | 
; all groveling thoughts, and entwines itself about |} 
i our country, and our whole country. We have i: 
| made, and are now making day by day, greater |} 
| sacrifices to uphold and maintain the Union in all |: 
| its purity and dignity, than all the other parts of | 
the country. Drop for a moment the sacrifice of |! 
| feeling; forget the galling insults you are habitu- 
i, ally heaping upon us, and let us look to other sac- |; 
rifices. We export annually in rice, cotton, and || 
tobacco, the peculiar products of our soil, more 
than seventy-five millions of dollars in value. 
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| Your whole national exports do buta little exceed | 
j 


one hundred and forty millions of dollars. These | 
| articles of southern export are the support of your | 
| immense carrying trade, and of all your flourish- 
|| ing and profitable commerce; and these do not in- 
| clade the sugar of Louisiana, Texas, and Fior- | 
‘ida, nor do I estimate the cotton, rice, and tobacco 
: consumed in the United States. If all these were 


I need | 
not add that as a separate, independent Confed- 


| 


eracy we should have the heaviest agricultural i! 


! stand one another. 


| things as they really are. 
| with a clear conscience, we do not fear it; we are 
not appalled at the prospect. before us; we depre- 


ising hosannas to the Union—it is well. 


export of any people-on the face of the earth; and 
that our wealth would in a short time be commen- 
surate with cur immense exports, no reasonable 


{i man ean doubt. In the Union, our exports become 
| thecommon trading fund of the nation, and the 


profits go into the general coffers. We know all this; 
and more, we know how much we contribute to the 
support of the Government, and we know too how 
little we get back.. It gives me no pleasure -to dis- 
cuss questions like this, but a solemn duty | will 
not forego, from any mawkish, sentimental devo~ 
tion tothe Union, Ibis right that we fully under- 
You think the South is notin 
earnest. Now, this opinion is based upon one of 
two hypotheses, either that we are too much de- 
voted to the Union to run the hazard of its disso- 


‘| Jution by a manly vindication of our rights; or 
! else that we are afraid to encounter the perils of æ 
: dissolution. 


That we. have loved the Union is 


most true. That our affections entwine them- 


! selves about it, and are reluctant to give it up, is 


also true. But our affection is no ordinary plant. 
Nourish it, and it will grow in the poorest soil. 
Neglect it, or trample upon it, and it will perish 
in the richest fields. 1 will not recount the story 
of our wrongs. I but ask you, can such wrongs 
ever be the handmaids of love, of that mutual and 
earnest, devoted love which stood god father when 
the infant Union was baptized, and without whose 
fostering care it cannot, will not, must not survive ? 
Throw an impartial eye over the history of the 
last twenty years, and answer me if there isany 
thing there which challenges our devotion? Who 
does not know that time afier time we have turned 
away in sorrow from your oppressions, and yet 
have come back clinging to the Union, and pro- 


| claiming that ** with all her faults we loved her 


still.’ And you expect us to do so now again 
and again; you. expect us to return, and, on 
bended knees, crave your forbearance. No, you 
do not; you cannot think so meanly of us. There 
is nothing in our past history which justifies the 
conclusion that we will thus abase ourselves. You 
know how much a high-toned people ought to 


- bear;.and you know full well that we have borne 


to the last extremity. You know that we ought 
not to submit any longer. There is not a man of 


| lofty soul among you all, who in his secret heart 


does not feel that we ought not to submit. If you 
fancy that our devotion to the Union will keep us 
in the Union, you are mistaken. Our love for the 
Union ceases with the justice of the Union. We 
cannot love oppression, nor hug tyranny to our 


| bosoms. 


Have we any reason to fear a dissolution of the 


|; Union? Look at the question dispassionately, and 
| answer to yourselves the important inquiry, Can 
| anything be expected from the fears of the south- 


ern people? Do not deceive yourselves—look at 


For myself, 1 can say 


cate disunion, but we do not fear it; we know our 
position too well for that. Whilst.you have been 
heaping outrage upon outrage, adding insult to in- 
sult, our people have been calmly calculating the 
value of the Union. The question has been con- 


i sidered in all its bearings, and our minds are made 


up. The point has been designated beyond which 
we will not submit. We will not, because sub- 
mission beyond that point involves consequences 
to us more terrible than disunion. It involves the | 
fearful consequences of sectional degradation. We 


i have not been slow in manifesting our devotion 


to the Union. In all our national conflicts we have 
obeyed the dictates of duty, the behests of patriot- 
ism. Our money has gone freely. The lives of 


! our people have been freely given up. Their blood 


has washed many a blot from the national es- 
cutcheon. We have loved the Union, and we love 


‘it yet; but not for this,ora thousand such Unions, 
will we suffer dishonor at your hands. 


I tell you candidly, we have calculated the value 
of the Union. Your injustice has driven us to it. 
Your oppression justifies me to-day in discussing 
he value of the Union,and I do so freely and fear- 
lessly. Your press, your people, and your pulpit, 
may denounce this as treason; be itso. You may 
British 
lords called it treason in our fathers when they 
resisted British tyranny. British orators were el- 
oquent in their eulogiums on the British Crown. 
Our fathers felt the oppression, they saw the hand 
that aimed the blow, and they resolved to resist. 
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The result is before the world. -We will resist, 
and trust to God and our own steut hearts for the 
- consequences, re: 
The South afraid of dissolving the Union ?—why 
should we fear? Whatis there to alarm us or awa- 
ken our apprehensions? Arewe notable to mantain 
ourselves? Shall eight millions of freemen, with 
more than one hundred millions of annual exports 


l 


fear to take their position among the nations of the || 


earth? With our cotton, sugar, rice, and tobacco, | 
products of a southern soil, yielding us annually 


more than a hundred millions of dollars, need we fear ji 


the frowns of the world? You tell us all the world | 


is against us on the slavery question. We know |! 


more ofthis than you; fanaticism inthe Old World 
like fanaticism at home, assails our domestic rela- | 
tions, but we know how much British commerce | 
and British labor depends for subsistence on our 

cotton, to feel at all startled by your threats of | 
British power. Massachusetts’ looms will yield a | 
smaller profit, and British looms will stop when | 
you stop the supply of southern cotton. When | 


the looms stop, labor will stop, ships will stop, | 


commerce will stop, bread will stop. Build your- | 
selves no castles in the air. Picture to your minds | 
no such halcyon visions as that Great Britain will ! 
meddle with our- slaves. She made an experiment 

in the West Indies in frecing negroes. It cost ber | 
one hundred millions of pounds stérling and 

crippled her commerce to more than three times | 
thatamount, and now her emancipated blacks are | 
relapsing into a state of barbarism. By the united | 
verdict of every British statesman the experiment 

was a signal failure, injurious to the negro and 

detrimental to the kingdom. England will not 

interfere with southern slaves. Our cotton bags 

are our bonds of peace. 

, » ; 

Have we anything to fear from you in the event 
of dissolution } 
times a threat or two, altogether out of place on 
so grave an issue as this, are resorted to on your 
part. As to there being any conflict of arms 
growing out of a dissolution, I have not thought 
it at all probable. You complain of your associa- 
tion with slaves in the Union. We propose to 
take them out of the Union—to dissolve the un- 
pleasant association. Will you seek a battle-field 
to renew, amid blood and carnage, this loathsome 
association? I take it for granted that you will 


ii for this reason: such an act, perpetrated after 


A little gasconade, and some- | 


mate your first act of aggression upon slave prop- | 
erty, L-would declare the Union’ dissolved -and į 


| 


| 
! 
F 
$ 
i | 
| the warning we have given you, would evince a. 
| settled purpose to interpose your authority ‘in. the 
management of our domestic affairs, thus degra- 
|. ding us, from our rightful position as equals to a 
state of dependence and subordination.. Do not 
mistake me; F do not say that such an act would, 
par se, justify disunion; I do not say that our 
exclusion from the Territories would alone jus- 
tify it; I do not say that the destruction of the 
slave trade in the District of Columbia, nor even 
its abolition here, nor yet the prohibition of th 
slave trade among the States, would justify it. 
Tt may be, that not one, nor two, or all of these 
combined would justify disunion. These are but 
the initiative steps—they lead you on to the mas- 
į tery over us, and you shall not take these steps. 
| The man must have studied the history of our re- 
| volt against the power of Britain to but little pur- 
| pose who supposes that the throwing a few boxes 
of tea into the water in Boston harbor produced, 
or had any material influence in producing, the 
! mighty conflict of arms which ensued. Does any 
i man suppose that the stamp act and its kindred 
| measures produced the revolution? They pro- 
duced a solemn conviction on the minds of our 
! fathers that Britain was determined to oppress and 
| degrade the Colonies. This conviction prepared 
| a heroic people for resistance; and the otherwise 
| trivial incident of throwing the tea overboard sup- 
| plied the occasion for manifesting that state of : 
: public sentiment. I warn gentlemen by the his- 
| tory of these transactions, not to outrage the pa- : 
| tience of a patriotic people, nor yet, like the British 
|| King and Parliament, to spurn our entreaties, and | 
turn a deaf ear to our prayers for justice. 

Before the first fatal step is taken, remember that 
we have interests involved which we cannot relin- 
quish; rights which it were beiter to die with than 
j live without. The direct pecuniary interest in- 
|| volved in this issue is not less than twenty hundred 
+ millions of dollars, and yet the loss of this will Re 
i! the least of the calamities which you are entailing 
li upon us. Our country is to be made desolate. We | 
i| are to be driven from our homes—the homes hal- 
i: lowed by all the sacred associations of family and 
li friends. Weare to be sent, like a people accursed 


| 


to' pursue. these’ aggressive. movements to the last 
terrible extremity; and: yet, sir; Wwe are asked to 
fold ou arms and"listen to the syren song thatall 
your ills will soon be o'er. — - goers 

And now, Mr. Chairman, before the sands of 
my brief hour have quite run out, let me turn for 
a moment to the late recent and extraordinary 
movements in the Territory of California,—move- 
ments fraught with incalculable: mischief, and:if 
not arrested destined to entail calamities the most 
terrible upon this country. Iam told that the latè 
Adnjnistration is in some degree responsible for 
these movements. I know not if this be. true. 
I hope it is not. Indeed, I have authority for 
saying it is not. Certainly no evidence has been 
advanced that the statement is true. But T care 
not who prompted the anomalous state of things 
now existingin California. At whatever time, and 
by whomsoever done, it has been without prece- 
Ment, against the voice of the people’s representa- 
tives,-in derogation of the Constitution of the 
United States, and intended to rob the Southern 
States of their just and rightful possessions, 
Viewing the transaction in this light, and without 
stopping to inquire whose it was, I denounce it as 
unwise, unpatriotic, sectional in its tendencies, in- 
sulting to the Scuth, and in the last degree des- 
picable. Š 

Twelve short months ago it was thought neces- 
sary to invoke the authority of Congress for the 
people of California to form a State constitution. 
The present Secretary of the Navy, then a mem- 
ber of this House, did on the 7th day of February, 
1849, introduce a bill for that purpose. The first 
section declared ‘that the Congress doth consent 
that a new State may be erected out of the terri- 
tory ceded to the United States,” &c. (See' Con- 
gressional Globe, 2 Sess. 30 Con., p. ATT) ` 

Whether the honorable Secretary, as a member 
of the Cabinet, advised’and consented to the late 
extraordinary proceedings in California, I pretend 
not to know. Ido know that he bitterly inveighed 
against Gen. Cass in 1848, for a supposed intima- 
tion that the people of the Territories might settle 
the slavery question for themselves, and»chiefly on 
| the ground that it was a monstrous outrage to al- 
i low aliens and foreigners to snatch from the South 
| territory won by the valor of her troops. I know 
| that he introduced the bill to which I have ad- 


not. But if you should, we point you to the | of God, to wander through the land, homeless, il verted, and urged its passage in a speech which 


record of the past, and warn you, by its blood- | houseless, and friendless; or, what is ten thousand |! 


stained pages, that we shall be ready to meet you. 
When you leave your homes in New England, or 
in the great West, on this mission of love—this 
crusade against the South; -when you come to 
take slavery to your bosoms, and to subdue eight 


millions of southern people, | warn you to make all | 


things ready. Kiss your wives, bid your children 
a long farewell, make peace with your God ; for I 
warn you that you may never return, 

I repeat, we deprecate disunion. Devoted to 
the Constitution—reverencing the Union—holding 
in sacred remembrance the names, the deeds, and 
the glories of our common and illustrious ances- 
try—there is no ordinary ill to which we would 
not bow sooner than dissolve the political associa- 
tion of these States. If there ‘was any point short 
of absolute ruin to ourselves and desolation to our 
country at which these aggressive measures would 
certainly stop, we would say at once, go to that 
point and give us peace. But we know full well, 
that when all is obtained that you now ask, the 
cormorant appetite for power and plunder will not | 
be satisfied. ‘The tiger may be driven from his i 
prey, but when once he dips his tongue in blood, | 
he will not relinquish his victim withouba struggle. 

I warn gentlemen, if they persist in their present 
course of policy, that the sin of disunion is on their | 
heads—not ours. If a man assaults me, and 1; 
strike in self-defence, | am no vi 
lic peace. If one attacks me with such fury as to | 
jeopardize my life, and I slay him in the conflict, i 
Tam no murderer. If you attempt to force upon 
us sectional desolation and—what to. us is infi- 
nitely worse—sectional degrada resis 
you; and if in the conflict of resistance the Union is 
dissolved, we are not responsible. If any man | 
-charges me with harboring sentiments of disunion, 


he is greatly mistaken. Tf he says that I prefer | 
disunion to sectional an 


d social degradation, he | 
does me no more than ue 
Does any man desire to Know a t ) 
for what oué I would dissolve the Union, I will 
tell him: At the first moment after you consum- 


t what time and | 


|i I should feel secure. 


iolator of the pub- |! 


dation, we will resist || 


ji 
{| 
: our wW 
li tion with the black race. These, these are the į 
|| frightful, terrible consequences you would entail | 
| upon us. Picture to yourselves Hungary, resist- f 
lj ing the powers of Anstria and Russia; and if Hun- 
gary, which had never tasted liberty, could. make 
such stout resistance, what may you not anticipate 
from eight millions of southrons made desperate 
by your aggression. I tell you, sir, sooner than 
sabmit we would dissolve a thousand such unions 
as this. Sooner than ailow our slaves to become | 
our masters, we would lay waste our country with : 
fire and sword, and with our broken spears dig for 
ourselves honorable graves. 

You tell us, sir, there is no intention of pushing 
us to extremities like these. Ido not doubt the 
sincerity of gentlemen who make this avowal. 
| 1f there was fixedness in their positions 1 would 
| believe them, I would trust them. 1f members of 
Congress were to the political what stars are to 
the planetary system, 1 would take their solemn— 
and, I hone, sincere—declarations, and be satisfied. 


times worse than these, than all, remain in a coun- 
try now prosperous and happy and see ourselves, 


i 


ji 


Í 
! 
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space, and you will pass away, and your places ; 
| will be filled by men more'hostile than you, as you 
‘are more hostile than your predecessors, and the | 
next who come after your successors will be more | 
‘hostile than they. Look to the Senate—the con- 
servative branch of the Government. Already 
there are Senators from the mighty States of New 
i York and Ohio who repudiate the Constitution. 
| One [Mr. Cnase, of Ohio] says the Constitution 
is a nullity as regards slavery, and another [Mr. 
Sewarp, of New York] declares that slavery can 
and will be abolished, and that you and he willdo 
it. He tells us how this is to be done. He, too, 
| repudiates the constitutional obligation, and says | 
that slavery rests for its security on public senti- 

ment, andgthat public sentiment must and will de- 
| stroy it. These are fearful declarations, coming. 


+ 


But a few days, a brief |! 


i| ceeding. with the 


| from that quarter. They evince a settled purpose |! worthy of support. 


was said to’ have given him his position in the 
i| Cabinet. He certainly thought at that time, thàt 


| the consent of Congress was necessary to the form- 


ives and children, degraded to a social poši- |! ation of a State government in California. The bill 


| itself, to say nothing of the speech, assigned one 
| pregnant reason for this thought, for by its second 
section it declared “that the foregoing consent is 
given upon the following reservations and. condi- 
tions: First, that the United States hereby un- 
conditionally reserves to the Federal Goverhment 
all right of property in the public lands.” 

It was then thought a matter of some moment 
to reserve to the parties in interest, their right of 
property in the soil. But the progressive spirit of 
the President and Cabinet has gone far beyond 
such idle whims, and “ the introduction of Cali- 
fotnia into the Union as a sovereign State is earn- 
estly recommended,” without reservation of any 
kind, save alone that her constitution shall con- 
form to the Constitution of the United States. If 
any one here knows the secrets of the Cabinet 
councils he can best inform us whether Mr. Sec- 
retary Preston thought it worth his while to inti- 
mate to the President and his associates that the 
formation of an independent government in Cali- 
fornia would of necessity vest in such government 
the right of property in the soil, and that her in- 
corporation into the Union without reservation, 
would be to surrender the right of eminent do- 
main. It would disclose an interesting piece of 
‘cabinet history to ascertain whether so trivial a 
| matter ever engrossed the thoughts of ihat most 


| august body—the President and his constitutional 


i advisers. g ; 

It is amusing to see with how much cunning 
the author of the late special message endeavors 
| to divide the responsibility of this nefarious pro- 
late Administration. Several 
times in the message it is broadly hintéd that 
President Polk took the initiative in this business. 
This may be so. 1 have seen no evidence of it, 
and donot believe it; but whether true or false it 
does not render the transaction less-odious or more 
The President himself seems 


| 
| 
| 
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to think it too. much for one Administration to 
bear, and, therefore, strives to divide its responsi- 
“bility with his distinguished democratic predeces- 
I commend his discretion, more. than his 


sor. 
generosity. It is discreet in him to shake off as 
much of ihe odium of this thing as possible. If it 


had been a worthy action I doubt if he would not 
have appropriated the honors of it entirely to 
himself. ' 

The President sees, as. well as you or I, that 
there is afearful accountability ahead, and he cries 
‘out in time, s*Polk was to blame—l only follgwed 
up what he begun.” I would to God he were as 
willing to carry out all of Polk’s unfinished plans. 

‘Ys there nothing wrong, let me ask the friends 
of the President, in this thing of the Executive— 
of his own volition, and upon his own responsi- 
bility—establishing a. State government over the 
territory of the United States, and that too after 
. Congress had been invoked and had refused her 
consent to the establisnment of such a govern- 
ment? Ihave seen the time when if this thing 
had been done, the nation would have reverberated 
with the eloquent burst of patriotic indignation 
from gentlemen on the other side. General Jack- | 
son was charged with taking the responsibility, | 
but he never assumed responsibility: like this. 

The manner of doing this thing is still more 
extraordinary than the thing itself. Gen. Riley, |i 
a military commander, charged with the execution 
of certain necessary civil functions, is made the 


man of power in this business. That officer, on || 


the 3d day of June, 1849, issued his proclamation, 
a paper at once novel and bold. His object is to 
make a new State, and he commences thus: 


«Congress having failed at its recent session to provide a 
new government for this country, the undersigned would 
call attention to the means which ke deems best,” &e., Ke. 


Yes, sir, there itis. Congress Having failed to | 


give government to California, Gen. Riley notifies |! 


the inhabitants that he has taken matters into his 
own hands; that he will give them a government, | 
and that ne will authorize them to make a State 
for themselves. He does this, too, because Con- 
gress had refused. 

I must do General Riley the justice to say he 
is not wholly an usurper in this business, He 
declares to the world in this same proclamation, (a 
document by the way drawn up with acumen and 
legal precision,) that the course indicated by him 
“is advised by the President and the Secretaries 
of Stare and of War,” and he (General Riley) 
solemnly affirms that his acts are t‘ fully author- 
ized by law.” I hope the General did not un- 
derstand that Mr. Secretary Preston’s bill was the 
law that “fully authorized’ his acts, There might | 
be a diMenlty in sustaining the opinion on that | 
basis, inasmuch as the bill did not pass Congress, 

There are stranger things than these in this 
Riley proclamation ‘advised by the President, | 
and Secretaries’ Clayton and Crawford. The 
General not only sets forth circumstantially what 
is to be done, but he designates the persons who 
are to do the things which he bids to be done. 
Hear him: 


«Every free male citizen of the United States and of 
Upper Catifornia, 21 years of age, will be entitled to the 
right of suffrage. All citizens of Lower California who 
have been forced to come into this Territory on account of 


having rendered assistance to the American troops during || 


the recent war with Mexico, should also be allowed to vote 
in the district where they actually reside,” &e. 

Now, sir, | hambly ask who gave the President 
and his Cabinet the right to “advise” this military | 
commander by one sweeping proclamation to ad- 
mit the ‘free male citizens of Unper California,” 
and “aru the citizens of Lower California,” (then 


in the country, under certain circumstances,) to the || 


right of voting? In so important a matter as form- 
ing a State constitution, which was to effect im- 
portantinterests within the Territory, and still more | 
important interests without the Territory, it would 


| wrong—the palpable outrage—did not stop here. 


| abstain from all interference with the duties of 


so-called California Convention. But the gross 
Weall know—the President knows—that every- 
body voted. The whole heterogeneous mass of | 
Mexicans, and foreign adventurers, and interlopers 
voted; and yet, the President, without one word 
of comment or caution touching these strange 
events, calmly recommends the progeny of this 
strange convention to the favorable consideration 
of Congress. If I had not ceased to be amazed @ 
the conduct of the present President of the United 
States, I should indeed wonder what singular infat- 
uation had possessed the old man’s brain. when 
he made that recommendation. . Can it be that he 
has not read the treaty with Mexico, or the laws 
of his own country on the subject of naturalizing 
foreigners, that he thus recommends the ad mission į 
of a State into the Union, with a constitution 
formed mainly by persons who were atrangers to 
our laws, and who, by our Jaws and by the treaty, 
were not citizens, and consequently had no right 
of suffrage? Look you, sir, to the treaty with 
Mexico. In its 8th article it is declared: ‘That 
t Mexicans who shall prefer to remain in the terri- 
‘tory may either retain the rights and tiile of Mex- 
‘ican citizens or acquire those of citizens of the 
‘United States.” ‘They shall make their election 
in one year after the treaty is ratified. “And those 
‘who shall remain inthe tetritory after the expira- 
‘tion of that year without having declared their 
‘intention to retain the character of Mexicans 
«shall be considered to have ELECTED to become 
‘citizens of the United States.” i 

Mexicans remaining in the territory after twelve 
months ** shall be considered to have elected to be- 
come citizens of the United States; ” but who shall 
make them citizens? This question is fully an- 
swered by the ninth article of this treaty. We 
have seen that Mexicans may acquire the rights of 
citizens of the United States, and that under cer- 
tain circumstances they are deemed to have elecled 
to become citizeds, &c. Read the ninth article of 
| the treaty: ‘ Mexicans who, in the territories 
‘aforesaid, shall not preserve the character of cit- 
i zens of the Mexican Republic, conformably with 
‘what is stipulated in the preceding article, shall 
‘be incorporated into the Union of the United 
«States, and be apmiTrep at the proper time (to be 
‘judged of by the Congress of the United States) 
“to the enjoyment of all the rights of citizens of 
‘the United States according to the principles of 
‘the Constitution.” 

Here we have it. They are “ to be incorporated 
“into the Union, and be admitted at the proper time, to 
“be judged of by Congress, to the enjoyment of all the 
‘rights of citizens of the United States.” Where did 
the President get his authority to dispense with 
these articles, these solemn stipulations of the 
l treaty? By what right does he extend to these 
people that dearest privilege of an American free- 
man, the right of suffrage? By what authority 
does he confer the power to hold office, to sit in a 
convention, ang to trample under foot the rights of 
the southern people? The late Administration had 
something to do with. making this treaty, and they 
provided that these people, at a proper time, to be 
judged of by Congress, should enjoy all these 
rights. Congress has not judged in the matter. 
Congress has done nothing. Congress has refused 
to act, and the President telis these people to vote, | 
to accept office, to make a State constitution, to 
elect Governors, Secretaries, Auditors, Members 
of Congress, &c., &c. And when they have done 
as he bid them, he ‘earnestly recommends their 
acts to the favorable consideration of Congress.” 
And this is the President who was going to act | 
according to the laws and the Constitution, and 


Congress. O tempora! O mores! 
[Here the hammer fell, and Mr. Brown gave 
notice that he would append the unfinished re- 


have been at least respectful to his southern con- 
stituents, if the President had confined the voting 
to while people; but ail free males of Upper Cali- 


marks to his printed speech.] 
The present President of the United Srates de- | 
lights in doing in all things like Washington. 


fornia, and aLL from Lower California, whether 
bond or free, were fully authorized to vote. Shame, 
shame upon the man who, in the midst of our 
struggles for blood-bought rights, thus coolly sub- 
mits them to the arbitrament of such a people. 

I have been speaking of what the President ex- 
pressly. authorized. He, by his agent, General 

iley, in terms, authorized these people of whom Í | 
have been speaking to vote. They did vote; they i| 
were voted for; some of them had seats in the Í 


| ious Father of his Country. ji 


! ing close resemblance to the one under discussion | 


his annual message he alludes no less than three | 
times, with evident self-complacency, to supposed | 
similitudes between his acts and those of the illus- || 

in the earlier history of the Republic, and in $ 
the time of Washington’s Presidency, a ease bear- || 


was presented for his consideration. How closely 
the second Washington copies the precedent of 
the first may be gathered from the history of the 


In |: 


7 
transaction. That history has been briefly sketched 
by a distinguished, eloquent, and aged friend: of 
President Taylor. [read from a pamphlet by , 
George Poindexter: 

« Shortly after the cession by North Carolina of the South- 
western Territory, certain influential individuals anxious to 
hasten the formation of an independent State government 
within the ceded territory, induced the inhabitants to cal a 
convention and frame a State constitution, to which they. 
gave the name of < the State of Franklin.’ ‘This proceeding 
met the mihesitating frowns and disapprobation of the 
Father of bis Conntry—the illustrious Washington—who 
eaused it to be instantly suppressed, and in ten of this fac- 
titions State government, a territorial government was ex- 
tended to the inhabitants by Congress, under which they 
lived and prospered for many years.” . 

If the frst President, the great, the good, the 
illustrions Washington, would not listen to the 
proposition of the Franklanders, citizens as they 
were of the United States, for admission into the 
Union, under the circumstances attending their ap- 
plication, | ask how the present President shall 
justify his proceeding, in first prompung the free 
male citizens of Upper California, all the people of 
Lower California, and. in fact the interlopers and 
adventurers from all the nations of the earth, now 
upon our territory, to form a State constitution, 
and ask admission into our Union? And -now,, 
when this constitution, the creation of such a can- 
glomerate mass, is about to be presented, let the 
friends of the President justify, if they can, his 
‘© earnest recommendation that it may receive the 


| favorable consideration of Congress. ”? 


Frankland was not admitted as a State, but 
a Territorial government was given to the coun- 
try under the name of Tennessee. As a territory. 
these people again applied for admission, and again 
their application was rejected. I read from Poin- 


| dextcr’s pamphlet the history of this second appli- 


cation: bd 


« Subsequent to these transactions the inhabitants of the 
Southwestern Territory having increased, as it was believed, 
toa sufficient number to entitle them to become one of the 
States of the Unio, the Territorial Legislature directed a 
census to be taken under the authority ‘of an act passed by 
that body, This censns having been so taken, exhibited a 
number of free inbabitants exceeding 60,000—beijng a greater 
number than was required by the ordinance of 1787 to ad- 
mit them into the Union; and on the 28th of November, 
1795, the Governor being authorized thereto by law, issued 
his proclamation requiring the inhabitants of the’ several 
counties of the Territory to choose persons to represent 
them in convention, for the purpose of forminga constitu- 
tian or permanent form of government, This bady so 
| chosen, met in convention on the llth January, 1786, and 
adopted a constitution, in which they decked the people of 
that part of said Territory which was ceded by North Caro- 
lina, to be a free and independent State, by the name ofthe 
State of Tennessee. Without entering into minute details 
ofall the proceedings which took place in relation to this 
constitution, it will be sufficient for my present porpose to 
refer to the Senate Jonrnal of the first session of the fourth 
Congress, to which that constitution was submitted for the 
reception and approbation of Congress. In the report of 
the committce of the Senate, to whom this constitution was 
referred, it will be seen that this act of the territorial an- 
thorities was deemed premature and irregular; that the 


| census ordered to be taken of the inhabitants was in many 


respects deficient in detail, and more especially that the 
enumeration of the inhabitants must, by the constitution, be 
made by Congress; that this rule applied to the original 
States of the Union, and as their rights as members of the 
Union are affected by the admission of new states, the 
same principle which enjoins the census of their inhabitants 
to be taken under the authority of Congress, equally requires 
the enumeration of the inhabitants of any new State, laid 
out by Congress in like manner, should be made under their 
authority. This rule, the committee are of opinion, left 
Congress without discretion on this point. The committee 
therefore reported, that the inhabitants of that part of the 
Territory south of Ohio, ceded by North Carolina, are not at 
this time entitled to be received as a new State into the 
Union. This example is drawn fromthe action of Congress , 
during the administration of Washington, and wili serve to 
show you, sir, the great caution with which, under the 
administration of that illustrious individual, the State was 
admitted into the Union.” 


In the prtrer and better days of the Republic it 
was thought necessary to consult Congress as to 
the disposition to be made of the territory belong- 
ing to the United States, and our fathers thought 
it necessary to show a decent regard to the de- 
mands of ‘the Constitution, in admitting new 
States into the Union. But in these latter days, 
when soldiers become statesmen, without study, 
and men intuitively understand the Constitution, 
the old-fashioned notiens of Washington and his 


compatriots are treated with scorn, and we are 
given to understand that the soldier-President can 
make new States without the aid of Congress, and- 
in defiance of the Constitution. Whether the 
people will submit to this high-handed proceeding 
I do not know; but for my single self I am 
prepared to say, that “live or die, sink. or swim, 
survive or perish,” E will oppose it ‘‘atall hazards 
and to the last extremity.” 
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What, Mr. Chairman, is to be the effect of ad- 
mitting California into the Union asa State? Inde- 
pendent, sir, of all the objections I have been 
pointing out, it will effectually unhinge that sec- 
tional balance which has so long and happily exist- 
ed between the two ends of the Union; and at once 
give to the North that dangerous preponderance in 
the Senate, which ambitious politicians have so 
earnestly desired. The admission of one such 
State as California, opens the way for, and renders 
easy the adnfission of another. The President al- 
ready prompts New Mexico to a like course. The 
two will reach out their hands to-a third, and 
they to a fourth, fifth and sixth. Thus precedent 


follows precedent, with locomotive velocity and | 
power, until the North has the two-thirds required | 


to change the Constitution. WHEN THIS 1s DONE 
THE CONSTITUTION WILL BE CHANGED. That pnb- 
lic opinion, to which Senator Sewarn so signifi- 
cantly ailudes, will be seen, and its power will be 
feli—universal emancipation will become your ral- 
lying cry. We see this. It is clearly set forth in 
all your movements. The sur. at noonday is nat 
more visible than is this startling danger. Its pres- 
ence does arouse our fears and set our thoughts 
in motion. ft comes with giant strides and un- 


der the auspices of a southern President, but we | 


will meet it, and we will vanquish it. The time 
for action is almost come. It is well for us to ar- 
range the order of battle. I have listened, and will 
again listen with patience and pleasure, to the plans 
of our Southern friends. My own apinion is this: 
that we should resist the introduction of California 
as a State, and resist it successfully; resist it by our 
votes first, and lastly by other means. We can, at 
least, force an adjournment without her admission. 
This being done, we are safe. The southern 
States, in convention at Nashville, will devise 
means for vindicating their rights, I do not know 
what these means will be, but I know what they 
may be,‘and with propriety and safety. They may 
be to carry slaves into all of southern California, 
as the property of sovereign States, and there hold 
them, as we have a right to do; and if molested, 
defend them, as is both our right and duty, 

Weask you to give us our rights by Non-INTER- 
vention; if you refuse, I am for taking them by 
ARMED OCCUPATION. 

Mr. B. having concluded— 

Mr. MORTON obtained the floor, but yielded 
toa motion by Mr. CaseLL and Mr. Bayty that 
the committee rise. 

The motion having been agreed to, the commit- 
tee rose and reported progress. 

And the House adjourned. 


Mr. STRONG, from the Committee on Elec- 
tions. reported, yesterday the following resolution, 
which was read and agreed to, viz: 


Resolved, That the parties to the contested election from 
the Fourth Congressional District of the State of Pennsyl- 
vania be,and they are hereby authorized to take the testi- 
mony of such witnesses as they, or either of them, may 
require, by depositions, in conformity with the laws of Penn- 
sylvania in force at the time of- taking such testimony, in 
relation to taking depositions to be used in the trial of cases 
in the courts of Common Pleas of said State, before any al- 
derman or justice of the peace of the city or county of Phil- 

‘adelpbia, “Provided That the notice of time and place of 
taking such depositions shall be given by the party taking 
the same, to the opposing party, at least ten days before 
they shall be taken. Provided, also, That the parties may 
by agreement in writing or otherwise, regulate the mode of 
giving notice. And provided, also, That when sach _deposi- 
tions shall have heen taken, they shall, together with the. 
agreements and notices aforesaid, be seaied up by the officer 
taking the same and returned to the Speaker of this House. 


PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions were presented and re- 
ferred under the rule: 


By Mr. FOWLER: The petition of John B. Thomas and 
E2 others, citizens of Plymouth, Massachnsetts, for a propo- 
sal to other Governments for a Congress of Nations. _ 

Also, the petition of Martha Ann Chase, for indemnity fo 
Kreneh spoliatious, , 

Also, the petition of eitizens of Boston, Scituate, Prov- 
jnectown, Chatham, &c., Massachusetts, asking for the 
continuation of the light-house at the mouth of Scituate 

rbor. 
a Mr. JULIEN: Petitions from two hundred and twen- 
ty-nine citizens of Fayetle county, Indiana, praying the 
abolition of the ofice of Chaplain in Congress and in the 
army and navy. Referred to the Judiciary Committee, 

Also, petitions from one hundred and eighty-three citi- 
zens of Wayne county, Indiana, praying the same. Re- 
ferred as above. ae 

Also, a petition from twenty-three citizens of Henry 
county, Indiana, with a like prayer and reference. | 

Also, the memorial of the Yearly Meeting of Anti-slavery 


Friends, held in Newport, Wayne county, Indiana, fromthe 
4th of the 10th. month to the 9th_ of the same, inclusive, 
1849, praying the abolition of slavery and the slave trade in 
the District of Columbia; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the District. 

_ By Mr. MANN, of Pennsylvania: The petition of Captain 
Samuel Couper, John Irvine, and 168 others. 

Also, the petition of Thompson Adams, James Rutledge, 
‘and 197 others. $ = 

Also, the petition of John Strickler, David Longnecker, 
and 82 others. E : 

Iso, the petition of John Bill, James Trimble, and 30 
others, all citizens of Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania, 
praying Congress for the enactinent of a jaw for the relief of 
the surviving officers and soldiers of the late war with Great 
Britain. Referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
- Pensions. 

By Mr. WILMOT: The petitions signed by over 350 cit- 

zens of Bradford county, Pennsylvania, and Tioga county, 

New York, asking for the establishment of a tri-weekly 

mail route from Leroyville, Bradford county, through the 

townships of Warren and Windham, Pennsylvania, and 

Meno New York, to Smithboro? in Tioga county, New 
ort. 

By Mr. LA SERE: The memorial of the Board of Health 
of the city of New Orleans, and the Board of Administrators 
of the Charity Hospital of the State of Louisiana, asking 
the enactment of a law imposing a tax upon alien passen- 
gers arriving at the ports of the United States. Referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. SEDDON : The petition of Mrs, Lucey Clark, wid- 
ow of the late Rev. John Clark, of King and Queen county, 
Virginia, praying for additional allowance on account of the 
revolutionary services of her husband. Referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

By Mr. BOWLIN: The petition of Adolphus Mier & Co., 
merchants of St. Louis, praying the refunding of daties upon 
eertain goods, burned upon the steamer Marshal Ney, at the 
port of New Orleans, immediately after transhipment, and 
before leaving port. Referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, £ 

By Mr. PUTNAM: The petition of J. H. Loomis and 31 
others, of Attica, New York, praying that the rate of post- 
age on prepaid letters may he established at two cents on 
letters not exceeding one half ounce in weight. 

By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of J. S. Sawyer, Geo. 
B. Pierce, and others, students in the Western Reserve Col- 
lege, Hudson, Ohio, praying the reduction of postage to two 
cents on all prepaid letters. 

By Mr. RISLEY: The petition of Charies H. Lee and 
others, heirs of Oliver Lee, deceased, citizens of Chantauque 
county, New York, praying Congress for compensation for 
damages in relation to the schooner Savannah at the mouth 
of Buffalo Creek. Referred to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of Abel Merwin, Wil- 
liam Jew, and 100 others, citizens of Newton Falls, Trum- 
bull county, Ohio, praying the reduction of postage to two 
cents on all prepaid letters. x 

By Mr. CHANDLER: The petition of the Pennsylvania 
Society for promoting the abolition of Slavery, &c., praying 
for the abolition of the slave trade between the States. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. KING, of Massachusetts: The petition of Theo. 
N. Breed and 70 others, of Lynn, Massachusetts, against the 
extension of Wm. Wooaworth’s patent for a planing machine. 

The papers relating to the claims of United States citizens 
on Hayti were referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. DOTY: The petition of Daniel Wells, jr., George 
G. Dousman, and sundry other citizens of Wisconsin, for 
the survey and location of a military road from Fort How- 
ard, at Green Bay, to the mouth of Carp river, on Lake Su- 
perior, Referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Also, the petition of Charles B. Finch for an increase of 
his pension, or that he be allowed his pension from the time 
he was wounded. Referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. . 

Also, the petition of John Webh, J, A. Hoover, and other 
citizens of Wisconsin, for a mail route from Geeen Bay to 
the mouth of Carp river, (Wooster) by the mouth of the 
Manowapie, Cedar Fork, and Escanauba river, and the 
Iron Mountain. Referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Past Roads. 

By Mr. PRESTON KING: The petition ofcitizens resi- 
ding along the shores of the western Jakes and on the banks 
of the St. Lawrence and its tributaries, praying Congress 
to levy specific, instead of the present ad valorem duties on 
jumber. Referred to. the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BURROWS: The petition of eighty citizens of 
Lewistown, couuty of Niagara, New York, asking that the 
rate of postage on prepaid letters he established at two 
cents per half ounce. Referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. SCHENCK presented a memorial from eighty-two 
citizens of Miamisburgh.in the State of Ohio, praying for 
the construction of a railroad across the continent to the 
Pacifie coast. on the plan of Mr. Asa Whitney. Referred 
to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Also, the petition of two hundred and thirty-seven legal 
voters of the city of Dayton, Ohio, praying that the charge 
for postage throughout the United States may be reduced to 
a nniform rate of two cents on each letter, and required to 
he prepaid. Referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads, 

Also, the petition of fifty-six citizens of Green county, 
Ohio, praying Congress to recognize. the independence of 
Liberia, in Africa. Referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

Also, the petition of Archibald Crawford, Jonathan Craw- 
ford, and, Charles H. Crawford, of Dayton, Chio, wha are 
interested in Blanchard’s patent for turning irregular forms, 
praving that some law may be passed to prohibit the intro- 
duction and sale of such manufactures from the adjoining 
British Provinces, in violation of said patent right. Referred 
to the Committee on Patents. 

On mation by Mr. SCHENCK, i 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of Jacnb Lagathy 
be withdrawn from the files and referred to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. - 

Also, Ordered, That the petition and papers of Samuel 


Graves. be withdrawn from -the files 
Committee on Naval Affairs. k 
Also, Ordered, That the petition and papers of Mrs. Pris- 


and referred tothe 


| cilta Decattir Twiggs be withdrawn froin the files’ and re- 


ferred again to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


IN SENATE. 
Wevnespay, January 30, 1850. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a report from the Secretary, made in obedience 
to a resolution of the Senate, calling for the rear 
sons why the estimates of appropriations, as’ re- 
quired by the joint resolution of January, 1846, 
had not been delivered to the Senate. 

The report was read and laid on the table. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS, 


Mr. DICKINSON presented the memorial of: 
citizens of New York, numerously signed, asking 
the enactment of a Jaw requiring accounts to be 
kept in the national currency instead of pounds, 
shillings, and pence, and that all Spanish and 
Mexican coins of the value of one-sixteenth and 
one-eighth of a dollar be rated as half dimes and 
dimes; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Also, the petition of Evans and Churchman, and 
Joseph R. Evans, merchants of Philadelphia, 
asking that certain duties illegally exacted. may 
be refunded. 

Also, the petitions of Gibson & Co., Gibson. .& 
Bell, and John Gibson & Co., asking that certain 
duties, illegally exacted, may be refunded; which 
several memorials were referred to the Committee 


; on Commerce. 


Mr. PHELPS presented the memorial of Syl- 
vester Churchill, asking to be allowed certain are 
rearages of pay due him as an inspector general of 
thearmy;which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. SEWARD presented two petitions of citi- 
zens of New York, in favor of the reduction of 
postage; which were referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented a petition of citizens 
of Maine, asking a reduction of postage; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 


{and Post Roads. 


Mr. MILLER presented the memorial of Wm. 
A. Doer, administrator of Wm. Duer, asking the 
payment of a balance standing to the credit of said 
Wm. Duer on the books of the Treasury; which 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. SMITH presented the memorial .of the 
heirs of Stephen Griffith, asking indemnity for 
French spoliations prior to 1800; which was re-' 
ferred to the select committee. : 

Mr. BUTLER presented the memorial of Isabel 
Le Leon, for herself and co-heirs of Benjamin 
Nones, late of Philadelphia, asking indemnity for 
French spoliations; which was referred to the 
select committee. 

Mr. BENTON submitted certain papers to be 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, with 
the resolution to inquire into the expediency of 

conforming the rules of procedure and practice in 
the United States courts in Missouri to the prac- 
tice of the State courts, viz: 

Ist. A letter from Judge Wells on the subject of 
the inquiry. , . , 

2d. Draught of a special bill from Missouri. 

3d. Draught of a general bill for all United States 
courts. . 

4th. A copy of the statute of Missouri directing 
the mode of procedure in the State courts. 

NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. DOUGLAS gave notice that to-morrow, or 
some early day, he would ask leave to introducea 
bill providing for the free navigauon of the St. 
Lawrence, and for reciprocal trade with Canada. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. FELCH, 


~ 30 3 of the Senate, rela- 
Ordered, That the papers on the files of the 2 rela 
ting to the claim of Orville B. Dibble and George C. Bates, 


he referred to the Committee on Publie Lauds. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

_Mr. UPHAM, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to which was referred the 
petition of Ira Day, of Vermont, submitted a re- 
port, accompanied by a bill for his relief. The 
report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 


merce, to which was referred the memorial of the 
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sureties of Samuel Swartwout, asked to be dis- 
“charged from the further consideration of the 
same, and that it. be referred to the Committe’ on 
the Judiciary; which was agreed to. ` 

Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which was referred the bill proposing 
to the State of Texas the redaction of her bounda- 
ries, the cession of her exterior territory, and the 
relinquishment of all her claims upon the United 
States for a consideration, to be paid her by the 
United States, asked to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the same, and that it be 
referred to the Committee on the Territories ; 
which was agreed to. 

INDIAN TITLES.IN OREGON, ETC. 

Mr. BELL, from the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs, to which was referred the resolution of the 
Tth of January, relating to the extinguishment of 
Indian titles in Oregon, New Mexico, &c., re- i 
ported a bill authorizing the negotiation of treaties 
with the Indian tribes in the Territory of Oregon, 
and for the extinguishment of their claims to lands 
lying west of the Cascade Mountains, and for 
other purposes; which was read and ordered to a | 
second reading. 

Mr. BELL. I desire to state to the Senate that 
in this bill there are some provisions relating to 
the management of our Indian affairs in Oregon | 
which require early consideration, on the ground | 
that there are peculiar circumstances in the posi- | 
tion of the people of that Territory. On account | 
of the remoteness of the Territory from the seat | 
of government and executive authority, and the | 
difficulties of communication, it is especially im- 
portant to have early action upon it. There is | 
another reason why action upon the bill ought not 
to be delayed. It can scarcely be expected that a | 
communication can be made to Oregon and an an- | 
ewer received in less than four or five months, and |! 
1 am informed by the Delegate from that Territory || 
that there is scarcely an inhabitant in it who can 
make any improvements, clear his land or build, ; 
with confidence, because there is not an acre of | 
land to which some of the Indian tribes do not set 
upa claim. {tis important to preserve peaceable 
relations with the Indians, and extinguish their 
title by giving them such compensation as Gov- 
ernment may think reasonable, and to which the | 
Indians may assent. For these reasons, I give | 
notice to the Senate that, at. some early day, I 
shall ask attention to this bill for a short time, | 
when I shall offer some explanatory remarks in 
regard to it. 1 cannot, however, at this time des- 
ignate the day on which F shall desire to have. it 
taken up, nor will I ask that it be made a special | 
order, for we bave too many special orders al- 
ready. 

‘Mr. BELL asked leave to lay upon the table ! 


follows: 

Sec. 6. And be it further envcted, That the sum of —— 
thousand dollars be appropriated, out of avy mcuey in the 
‘Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to carry into effect the 
provisions of this act. 

ACCOUNTS OF A PENSION AGENT. 

Mr. JONES, from the Committee on Pensions, | 
to which was referred the memorial of Newton 
Lane, late pension agent at Louisville, Kentucky, 
reported a joint resolution directing the account- | 
ing officers of the Treasury to adjust the account | 
of Newton Lane, late pension agent at Louisville, į 
Kentucky. j 

The resolulion having been read by the Secre- / 
tary— f 

Mr. J I ask the indulgence of the 


= 
NES. 


i to the gentleman from Alabama, if he is not al- 


Sonate to permit that resolution to be passed 
now, by request of the Committee on Pensions. 
Mr. KING. What is the object of the resolu- 
tion? 
My. 
Auditor 


yeh 
iSi 


the account allowed by the auditing officer and the 
amount paid by the pension agent. i 
Mir. KING. Is it the report of a committee? 
Mr. JONES, It is. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. If there is no ob- 
jeetion, the resolution will have its second reading 
and be considered as in Committee of the Whole. 


Mr. KING. I ask the Senator from Iowa to 
give us some explanation. Why has it not been 
placed to the credit of the agent, in conformity 
with the rule on that subject? On what ground 
has it been withheld? Hasvit been paid to a per- 
son not entitled to receive it, or has more been 
paid than the pensioner was entitled to? I should 
like to understand how the matter is. 

Mr. JONES. The explanation is, that the 
Commissioner of Pensions directed the pension 
agent at Louisville, Kentucky, to pay fhe pension 
of a pensioner, amounting to $870 and some cents. 
In accordance with that direction, given by the | 
Commissioner, the agent paid over the pension, 
and in returning his account to the Third Auditor 
of the Treasury Department, the same was re- 
ferred to the Comptroller, who decides that there 
is no law to authorize the payment of the whole 
amount by about one hundred and odd dollars. | 

Mr. KING. He paid too much, I understand. | 

Mr. JONES. He paid too much; but pre- , 
cisely the sam which the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions directed him to pay. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I will make a statement | 
ready satisfied. The facts of the case are these: 
The pension certificate was issued to Mr. Ed- 
wards for ten years’ pensions. 
pension agent to pay these pension certificates 
Upon the face of the pension certificate there were } 
ten years’ pensions due. The pension certificate 


was issued in behalf of a woman; it was present- | 
ed, and the agent paid the pension from 1836 to | 


Mr. Lane was the || 


The motion to make it the- special. order for 
Monday next was agreed to. 


THE PUBLIC DOMAIN. 


i Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. President, I have a 
| resolution which | wish to present. I desire that 
it may be read and referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. i 

The Secretary read it as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of granting to cach 
family, (not landholders or the Owners of property worth the 
sum of $1,500,) citizens of the United States, or emigrants 
who are now here or may arrive previous to the 4th March 
next, 160 acres of land ; and when said families shall have 
| resided upon the said land so granted three years continu- 
ously, and shall erect buildings and clear ten acres of ground 
thereon, a patent sball be issued by the Government of the 
United States free from al) cost to the grantee. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I would remark, sir, that 
that resolution was prepared as an amendment to 
a resolution presented by the Senator from New 
York, [Mr. Szewarp.] Expecting that it would 
have been called up previous to this-time, I with- 
heid it until now, intending to make it a subject of 
amendment to the resolution of the honorable 
Senator from New York. That resolution not 
| having been called up, I think proper to present 
‘this as an original resolution. As various plans 
for the purpose of promoting the settlement of the 
public lands have been suggested, and referred to 
| the Committee on Public Lands, I may say that I 
i think those lands could not be better disposed of 
: than in providing homes for the necessitous citizens 
of our country, and those who may come to our 


| 
| 


1846. Subsequently, when the agent came to set- | 
tle his accounts at the department, he was told that | 
the certificate was improperly granted, and that | 
there was no law which would allow the pension , 
to extend beyond the year 1843. Jt will be per- į 
ceived that the agent paid up to 1846. Now the | 


Comptroller says the acts of Congress ought to |, 


limit it to 1843. Mr. Lane says that is not his 
fault. He could not help it. He went by the 
pension certificate, and paid accordingly, and that | 
he ought to be repaid all that he has paid. 

Mr. KING. Is the certificate there? 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Yes, sir; it is all there. 
I have examined the facts as stated by Mr. Lane, 
who is one of my constituents, and they are all as 
I have stated. Itisa clear claim on his part against 
the Government, and the fault, if any, is the re- 
sult of the improper issue of the papers, and not 
his, at ajll. 

There being no amendment offered, the resolu- 


tion was reported to the Senate; it was ordered to | 


be engrossed for a third reading, and was subse- 
quently read a third time and passed. 


THE, PUBLIC LANDS. 


Mr. FELCH submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands he in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of causing to he pre- 
pared and printed a colicction of the official instructions, of 


a genera} character, which have been issued from time to | 


time relative to the dis 
gether with the official o 
qu 


xal and sale of the public lands, to- 


nions of the Attorney General on | 
ons arising under ihe land laws, anda compilation of | 
the Spanish laws and regulations for the sales and donation | 


| shores requiring assistance. As those schemes 
‘have been referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands, l have thought this a proper time to move 
i this resolution. I beg that it may be referred to 
| that committee. 
| Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President, I merely rise to 
| suggest that I see no nececsity for having this res- 
' olution referred and printed. I rather think it will 
| pass without the formality of a report. Whilst I 
| am up, I beg to say that I think this decidedly the 
| best “bid” that has yet been made. (Laughter.) 
| I give the honorable Senator the more credit for it, 
because this sort of contest was commenced: by 
those who are hard to beat. The only objection I 
| have to the printing of the resolution is this: I 
| am afraid it may awaken some improper feeling in 
| the country. Tam afraid it may awaken undue 
| feelings of expectation; expectations that may 
‘not finally be gratified, expectations that I hope 
| may be gratified, but which E much fear may not 
be gratified. If the only effect of printing such 
resolutions was to strengthen the personal popu- 
larity of particular gentlemen, I should be indif- 
‘ ferent about it, and if any good effect was likely 
| to arise from it, I should be very glad. I con- 
| clude, by repeating that I think this is decidedly 
| the best “bid? we have had yet. 
| Mr. HOUSTON. I can assure the geneman 
from Mississippi, [Mr. Foors,] that upon the sub- 
ject of “bids” I have never been distinguished; 
nor am [ on this occasion emulous of any success, 
that I know of, but one, and that would be to rec- 
oncile matters here and get to business. But if 


of land, so for as the same apply to territory now owned by 
the United States. 


SLAVERY A LOCAL INSTITUTION. 
Mr. HOUSTON. 


upon the table on the 14th instant, for the purpose 
of having it made the special order of the day for | 
Monday next. 
. The motion was agreed to, and the resolution | 
was taken up and read as follows: 

Whereas the Congress of the United States, possessing 


only a delegated authority, have no power over the subject |i 


of negro slavery within the limits of the United States, 
either to prohibit or interfere with it in the States, Territo- 
ries or District where, by municipal law, itnow exists, or to į 
establish itin any State or Territory where it de 
but, as an assurance and guarantee to promote harmony, | 
quiet apprehension, and remove sectiona! prejudice, which | 
by possibility might impair or weaken love and devotion to i 
the Union in any part of the country, itis hereby : 

Resolved, That, as the people in Territories have the same | 
inherent rights of sell-government as the people in the 
States, if, in the exercise of such inherent rights, the people 
in the newly-acquired Territories, by the avnexation of ! 
Texas and the acquisition of California and New Mexico 
south of the parallel of 38 degrees and 30 minutes of north 
lautude, cxteuding to the Pacific ocean, shail establish ne- 
gro slavery or prohibit it, such establishment or prohibition || 
of negro slavery, in the formation of their State govern- |) 


ments, shall be deemed no objection to their admission asa |j 
State or States into the Union, in accordance with the Con- | 


stitution of the United States. - i 


aot exist; |! 


ii ment to the resolution of the ho 
“from New York, [Mr. Sewarn. 
» membered that I have made no efforts to bring 


the honorable Senator from Mississippi entertains 
the slightest apprehension that I have any idea of 
interfering- with any other southern gentleman 


k iw s “bids” is certai i R 
Mr. President, I move tol who has “bids” to make, he is certainly mistaken; 


take up the resolution which I offered and laid |, 


| for I can assure the honorable Senator that I can 
i have no aspirations which would conflict with 
those claims to which he is so justly entitled. 


i; (Laughter.) 


This is a measure originating not with reference 
o any ulterior object, further than the accommo- 
: dation of such persons as are really necessitous in 

our own country; and not, as I remarked, intend- 
tion in its origin, 


‘ing to make it a substantive resolu 
| but for the purpose of embracing a large portion 
| of our population, and such as will necessarily ar- 
į rive on our shores and mingle with our population, 
i (which was the sole object i had in view,) I would 
have been glad, sir, to have offered it as an amend- 
norable Senator 
it will be re- 


myself particularly forward on the floor of the 


: Senate, or to interrneddle in the discussions which 


have resulted; and had it not been for a peculiar 


| degree of seneitiveness on the part of the honora- 


ble Senator from Mississippi, apprehending some 
| collision that might arise in relation to “ bids,” I 
i presume this motion would have passed unop- 
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posed. The policy which I have always enter- 
tained, and upon which the country acted in which 
I have been situated for years past, has been a pol- 
icy liberal towards emigrants, liberal towards cit- 
izens; and, in appropriating the public domain, has 
acted upon the principle that an independent and 
well-established population is of more advantage 
to the community as a republic than the posses- 
sion of public lands that were unprofitable, nei- 
ther paying taxes nor contributing to the general 
wealth of the country. Influenced by a policy of 
this character, I would be glad to see it established 
here. Millions cannot number the amount of acres 
that we have of public domain in this country, 
that is unprofitable, and unoccupied; and when 
you cast your eyes to the cities of the North and 
the cities of the whole Union, you will find millions 
of citizens, millions of people there, who are de- 
pendent on the charity of the country, living mis- 
erable dependents on their daily labor for their | 
subsistence; and if you can transfer them to our i 
western and southern borders, you will place them 
in a position to establish a state of profitable inde- 
pendence and respectability, in which they can 


| 
j 
f 


rear their families, educate them, and build up ;j 


society on-our borders with intelligence equal to | 
that which adorns our principal cities. Cities will 
rise, sir; and this is the way to extend our do- 
minion over the forests of the country, and to give 
support and impart happiness to millions who 
would otherwise be wretched, miserable, depend- 
ent, and deg 
President, have influenced nfe in part, in handing i 
in this resolution; merely to add to the resolution | 
of another gentleman, that it might be more com- 
prehensive in its operation than to appropriate it į 
to emigrants or the inhabitants of a particuliar 
country. 

I sympathize, Mr. President, with the oppressed 
and ruined Hungarian, while I despise the power ; 
which has trampled him down. I regret the un- 
heard-of cruelties that are now perpetrated over | 
the broad land of fair Hungary; but, sir, we have 
other emigrants to our country with whom we 
claim the closest ties of affinity, and are bound by 


graded. These considerations, Mr, i 


considered in the light of a “ bidder,” E have not 
yet entéred the arena—I give notice that I may;*by 
possibility, when these measures come up for con- 
sideration, move as an amendment the granting of 
three hundred and twenty acrés of land to actual 
| settlers; and I would add, that, as, in consequence 
of the agitation of the times, the tenure by which 
a,certain species of property in the Union is held 
is supposed to be gradually weakened ,1 will throw 
in a negro apiece to each of the settlers. {Laugh- 
ter.] . 

Mr. SEWARD. The resolution which-I had 
the honor to submit on the subject, which is now 
under consideration, perhaps may as well be 
brought distinctly in its form before the Senate, 
and I now ask that it may be read. 

The resolution was read as follows: 

Resolved, That the conduct of Austria and of Russia, in the 
war in which these Powers have subverted the nationality 
and the Hberties of Hungary, has been marked by injustice, 
oppression, and barbarity, whioh justly deserve the con- 
demnation of mankind, while th€Y commend the -Hungarian 
people to the sympathies of other nations, and especially of 
republican States; and that the Committee on the Pubtie 
Lands be directed to inquire and report on the propriety of 
setting apart a portion of the public domain, to be granted, 
free of all charges, to the exiles of Hungary already arrived 
and hereafter to arrive in the United States, as well as to 


| the exiles fleeing from oppression in other European coun- 


tries. 


Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, it will be rec- 
ollected that at a very early day of this session, 
the distinguished Senator from Michigan {Mr. 
Cass] introduced a resolution, which it was pro- 
| posed to refer to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions, instructing them to inquire and report on 


. 


|| the expediency of suspending diplomatic relations 


with Austria, and on that occasion that honorable 
i Senator enforced the resolution in an argument of 
| surpassing power and interest. The grounds upon 
| which he recommended the suspension of diplo- 


i| matic intercourse with Anstria were, the oppres- 


' sion and barbarity of Austria in herrecent war with 
i Hungary. I listened with very great interest and 
| with deep conviction to the speech of the Senator, 
‘in which he portrayed these accusations against 
| that Power. But I was not prepared, I am not 


nature and by kindred. These people are flocking 
to our shores. If we extend to them a welcome, 
let us extend with that welcome real benefits. We 


have millions and millions of acres that we can ; 


give away, and have a residuum of millions more 
left. I have looked into the statistics of this sub- 


ject, sir, and I would be rejoiced to know that || 


one-half of our public domain was given away to 
those who will become occupants of it, and who 
will cultivate it with advantage to themselves and 
to the country, and, in addition, add to our im- 
ports and exports, develop our resources, and in- 
crease the revenue of the country by the imposts 
upon articles of consumption. 

“For these reasons, Mr. President, I hope the 
committee to which it is proposed to refer this res- 
olution will give it that consideration to which it 
is entitled, and that they will consider the great 
advantages which will arise not only to the coun- 
try, sir, but to the beneficiaries of this policy. | 
And I can assure the honorable Senator from Mis- 
sissippi, [Mv. Foors,] with all cordiality of feel- 
ing and regard, not only for his locality, but for 
his preéminent talents and usefulness, that I will 
not place myself in competion with any ‘bid 
that he may hereafter make. [Laughter-] 

Mr. MANGUM. I hope, in 


“bidder,” or one in competition with those emi- 
hom reference has been made. 


nent gentlemen to w r sl ¢ 
But, looking at the various propositions which 
n this body—one from 


have successively appeared i i 
the honorable Senator from the Empire State of: 


the notice I am | 
about to give, I may not be considered as aj} 


| yet prepared to think that a suspension of diplo- 
|j matic intercourse with Austria is the proper form 
|| of giving expression to the sentiments which were 
expressed by the Senator, and in which I sympa- 
thized, and in which L doubt not every Senator 


i 


ii sympathized with him. 


It was under these circumstances that I submit- 
ted the resolution to the Senate in which I ex- 
presed this sentiment of the Senate, (as I assumed 
it to be,) and this sentiment of the American peo- 
ple, in condemnation of the atrocious conduct of 
: Austria, and of deep and profound sympathy with 
| the Hungarian people in their struggies for nation- 
ality and independence. . 
| Vhave never called up the resolution which I 
| offered, for these reasons: In the first place, I did | 
| not think it became me to press upon the Senate 
the consideration of the resolution which I had 
offered upon this or any other subject. In the 
second place, I deemed ita matter of respeci which 
I owed to the honorable Senator from Michigan 
to suspend the calling up of my resolution ull he 
could have an opportunity to test the sense of the 
Senate in regard to the resolution which he had 
submitted; and it would have been indecorous on 
| my part, if I had sought to anticipate the action on 
his resolution, especially as l have seen every day | 
during the last week that he was desirous of bring- 
ing it forward at the earliest opportunity. When 
he does this, I do not wish.to embarrass it with 


i 
| 
i 
| 


of the Senate should vote for that resolation, it} 
does not coflict with the one I have offered. If 


New York; one from the distinguished Senator 


from the Bay State; and now this from our young |! 


sister Texas f 
Mr. DOUGLAS. Illinois preceded them all. 
‘Mr. MANGUM. Yes, sir; and one from Bl- 

nois, always in advance of the rest—it seems to me 

we have obtained a position like that of a ship’s 

crew when the vessel is about to go down in a 

storm—when they resolve to break up the stores 

and cargo and distribute them among themselves. 

It seems to me that some Imagine that those news- i 

paper representations must be relied on which pre- i 

dict that we are about to break up; and, in ad- 

vance of that event, a spirit of universal spoliation 


they shall disavow it in the form in which it was 
presented by the honorable Senator from Michi- 
gan, the proposition which I have offered will be 
one which I shall endeavor to explain in such a 
manner as I may be able, and which I should hope 
will commend itself to the Senate upon considera- 
tion. 

I hope, with this explanation, that the honora- 
ble Senator from Texas may have his resolution 
disposed of in such a manner as may be agreeable 
to him; either that it may lie on the table and 
come up separately, or as an amendment to mine, 
orasan amendment to the resolution of the honora- 
ble Senator from Massachusetts; and on my own 


| 
| 


seems to be rifeinthe land. Ifthe ublic domain 
g to be given away—and I hope i may not be 


i 
i 


| occupy one moment in defence of my own resolu~ 


mine as an amendment; because, if the majority |; 


| part, after this explanation, I have no desire to | 


tion at this time. If it is thought better that ali 
these resolutions should be'sént to the proper com- 
mittées, I am ready to ask that, after the resolu- 
tion of the honorable Senator from Michigan shall 
be disposed of, the resolution which’ [ liave offered 
shall be sent to an. appropriate committee. ` 

Mr. DOUGLAS, Mr. President, I do not rise’ 
to discuss this question. I have been gratified to 
see these various propositions on this subject. “It 
shows that the attention of Senators from. the 
whole country, and from the extremes of the 
country, is being favorably called to this question; 
and I think when it shall have been fairly investi- 
gated, it will be found that it is a policy of wise 
and serious legislation, and not a mere “bid,” in 
the manner in which the honorable Senator from 
Mississippi has facetiously represented it. I be- 
lieve it is the true policy of this Government to 
grant the public lands, in limited quantities, to ac- 
tual settlers who shall reside on it for some years, 
Iam glad to see the Senator from Texas coming 
forward and showing a willingness to carry out 
the same policy which has been carried out in his 
own State; and [ am the more gratified, because 
he comes from a State not interested, or, if inter- 
ested, the interest is in conflict with this. policy; > 
showing thai nothing but a sense of justice, and 
magnanimity, aud a conviction that the policy is 
right, could have induced him to-bring it forward. 
The same remark is true with regard to the hon- 
orable Senator from Massachusetis, who brought 
forward a similar resolution. , 

My object in rising is to suggest to the honor- 
able Senator from Texas the propriety of allowing 
his resolution to lie on the table till the resolution 
of the honorable Senator from Massachusetts shalt 
be called up for action. The honorable Senator 
from Texas will recollect that the honorable Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts brought in a resolution on 
this subject a few days ago, in which he proposes, 
by legislation, a plan for granting the public lands 
in limited quantities to actual settlers. That Sena- 
tor, at the time, gave notice that at an appropriate 
time he should call up his resolution for discus- 
sion. As the resolution of the honorable Senator 
from Texas now refers to the same subject, and 
has the same object in view, I would suggest 
whether it may not be well for him to allow his 
resolution to lie over, and come up in connexion 
with the resolution of the honorable Senator from 
| Massachusetts. Iam told that resolution has been 
|| made the special order for some day not distant. 
Mr. SEWARD. It has not been made the spe- 
j cial order. He gave notice that lie was waitin 
only for the publication of certain papers, an 
then he would call it up. $ ; f 

Mr. FOOTE. I wish to state to my friend from 
Illinois, that in my remark about bids I did not in- 
clude him. 

Mr. DOUGLAS, I did not understand it so. 

Mr. FOOTE. I understood the object of the 
proposition made by the honorable Senator from 
lilinois, as I have been consulted, and was pledged 
to sustain it, i 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I was fully aware, sir, that 
my friend, the Senator from Mississippi, {Mr. 
Foors,] did not intend to include me in that list, 
and therefore I felt no delicacy in expressing my 
opinion pretty freely upon the subject. It is true, 
sir, that, on an early day of the session, I brought 
in a bill providing for the granting of one hundred 
and sixty acres of land to the actual settler who 
i should reside upon and cultivate a portion of such 


| 


1 
i 
| 
! 
i 


i| tract for the period of four years in succession. 


! That bill was read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, and printed. I introduced 
| that bill believing that it embraced the true princi- 
: ple upon which the public lands should be disposed 
| of; believing that the justice of it would conimend 
| itself to the approbation of the people of every 
| portion of the country; believing that the man who 
i goes into the wilderness, and makes the first set- 
tement, who erects his house, who makes bis im- 
provements, who undergoes the privation to which 
| pioneers are subject; is entitled to the preference 
over him who purchases the land merely for pur- 
| poses of speculation, and waits for the price to rise 
to make his fortune from those who are to come 
after him. g ppo 

1 believe, sir, that that is the true principle on 
which the public lands should -be disposed of—a 
principle which is of as much importance to tne 
South as it is to the North, to one portion of the 
new States as to another—when the recently 
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required territory is to be disposed of; and, sir, I 
drew that bill with reference to liberality of action 
upon the question, so far as foreigners and emi- 
grants were concerned, in order that. both the | 
foreigner and the emigrant should be put upon an | 
equal footing with citizens of the United States. 
And when the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Wesster] brought forward a resolution substan- 
tially the same and containing a similar provision, 
I rejoiced to see it, because it was in all respects a | 
confirmation by him of the correctness of the 
principle involved; and it-showed that when he had-! 
his attention called to the subject, and had given to | 
it the sanction of his powerful intellect and his 
powerful name, those wishing to become actual į 
settlers might hope that something was going to | 
be done for them. | 

And when the distinguished Senator from Texas | 
comes forward in the same way, and makes a 


similar proposition, it stil! further increases the | 


hope; and if the honorable Senator from New 
York*had only embraced the same principle in his , 
resolution, L should have rejoiced still more in the 


hope of the passage of a bill to accomplish the jj 


object proposed. os 
‘But, Mr. President, I deeply regret that this is 
not the case in regard to the resolution proposed 
by the Senator from New York; [ deeply regret 
that, while he proposes to provide for the foreigner 


who may emigrate to this country, he leaves the ji 


native born American unprovided for. He thus | 
proposes, Mr, President, to elevate the foreigner 
over the native; he proposes to give a “bid” to || 
the foreigner over the native American; for when |; 
the foreigner goes to any State where these public || 
lands lie and takes his land, he is to have it free j 
from all charge, whereas the native American (let j 
him be ever so poor, ever so needy) who sits | 
down beside him, must pay for his iand a sum | 
which must go into the public treasury. I regret, | 
sir, to see this unjust and odious distinction drawn | 
between the native born American and the for- | 
eigner coming to this country. I wish to see | 
every foreigner, who comes to make his home | 
with us, welcomed in our midst, dnd put upon an 
equality with our own citizens; | wish to see him 
received with open arms, with generosity, with 
hospitality. This is what l propose in my bill; 
this is what the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Wessrea} proposed in his. resolution; this is 
what was proposed in the resolution offered by the 
gentleman from Texas; and | was in hopes that 
this principle of placing the emigrant and the na- 
tive born American upon an equal platform, and 


thus encouraging the settlement of the new States, | 


by giving the public lands to the actual settlers 
free of charge, while those who were non-residents 
should pay the usual price for lands fixed by the 
Government of the United States, would become 
the settled policy of the country. | 

1 hope, as this subject is before the Committee | 
on Public Lands, and as the Senator from Massa- į 
chusetts [Mr. Wensrer] proposes the discussion | 


of his resolution on an early day, that the discus- || 


sion of the subject may go on upon the resolutions | 
proposed by the Senator from Massachusetts and 
the Senator from Texas, while the Committee on 
Publie Lands are considermg the bill which is | 
now before them. 

Mr. CASS. I desire to say but a word on this 
subject. lam glad to witness these preparatory 
discussions. They bring up a great principle—a 
principle to which Tam highly favorable. Much | 
of what the honorable Senator from fHinois has | 
said, indeed almost all of it, meets my hearty con- 
currence. 1 believe it would be better for the 
country that those who cultivate the lands should 
be those who hold them. I believe that the time 
has come, and that this country is now in a situa- 


and that is what I call the “age of progress,” in 
reply to the honorable Senator from Kentucky. 
When I saw him come here in 1806, in the meri- 


1 

j 

{ 

A eae : i 

tion, when it is best to hold out this encouragement, į 
i 

į 

i 


dian of his life, [ did not dream that this age of): 


progress would come; but I hope it has come now; | 
I hope the time has arrived in which the public ` 


domain will be held for the benefit of those who |! 


will become actual settlers. 


However, what I was going to say is this: I | 
was never so struck with the value of character as | 
~ have been with the introduction of this measure. |! 


Sam Patch said “some things could be done as 
weil as others,” and | suppose it is s0; but it can- | 
not be done by everybody. The honorable Sen- i 


j 
{ 
| 


i know what | may be, but Ido not think that I. 


ator from Massachusetts has introduced a resolu- | 
tiom, the general principles of which meet my į 
views, although I do not mean by this to commit ; 
myself to the bill. But, if I had done in my place | 
what that gentleman has done, I should have been 
| valled, in all the Whig papers throughout the coun- 
try, the greatest of demagogues from Maine to | 
Texas, [laughter,] and there is not a man on this 
floor or in those galleries who will deny this fact; | 
yet I will venture to say there is not one Whig | 

i 

1 


paper will denounce the Senator from Massachu- 
setts for his measure. | 

Mr. BADGER. I have a very sincere admi- į 
ration for the enlightenment, benevolence, and hu- | 
i 


manity of the present age, and I assure gentle- 


one word to abate the ardor with which the claims ; 


wish to call the attention of those gentlemen who | 
move thesé resolutiong,to give away all the public 


| and in connection with it, we did not pledge the | 
i public lands of the country, or rather the proceeds | 
f the sales of the public lands, as security for the } 
reimbursement of those loans ? 
| would ask how far it is consistent with old-fash- | 
ioned honesty—however agreeable it may be with | 
the higher claims of hospitality and humanity to | 
emigrants, or with the generous disposition to rid | 
our own citizens of the dreadful calamity so elo- į 
quently urged and dwelt upon by the honorable 
Senator from Texas [Mr. Houston] of being 
obliged to work for their daily bread, and to | 
obtain it, as it is declared man shall obtain it, by 
the “sweat of his brow’’—I would ask how far | 
tit is consistent with the claims of old-fashioned 
_ honesty, that, after having obtained a loan, after Í 


i 
i 

i 

| 

1 

| 

i 

| 

i 

were contracted during the late war with Mexico, | 
i 

| 

j 

{ 

i 

| 


j 
j 
j 
i 
j 
1 


should dispose of the funds which we have | 
pledged to the public creditor, without obtaining | 
anything as a substitute for it that shali be ap- 
plied to the satisfaction of the debt thus created ? 
I hope, sir, that at least this is not a part of the 
apirit of progress to which allusion has been 
made—that we are first to pledge our public do- 
main to reimburse a debt, and then to give away | 
| by our action, without the consent of the creditor, | 
the very lands which we have already pledged. 

I merely throw out these suggesuons for the 
consideration of gentlemen who have made these 
propositions, and the committee who take charge | 
I shall be perfectly ready to do | 


men that I do not rise with the intention of saying |; 
of humanity and hospitality are urged upon us; | 


‘| but, being atsomewhat plain matter-of-fact man, Li 


domain belonging to thìs country, to this inquiry : {| 
whether, when we contracted the debts which |! 


And if we did, 1 ti 


having pledged the public lands as security for || 
the repayment of that loan, we should then turn || 
| round and give those lands away without receiv- 


nois, and that he has thought proper, upon the 
| present occasion, to raise the question of the com- 
i parative merits between native born and foreign | 
citizens, If the question, however, mustibe raised, 
I am free to admit that, to the extent which is im- 


| grant, and it is to this extent: The man who is: 
expelled by oppression and tyranny from his own | 
land, and in consequence of his efforts to establish | 
sympathy, my admiration, my respect. 


| been cloven down, who has been deprived of his | 


asylum. 


I have sympathies for men in other lands as men ' 
in preference to my own countrymen, he does me | 
ian injustice, which in due time, when his propo- | 
sition comes before the Senate, he will have an | 
opportunity to correct. 

Í, sir, have never been, E am not now, I do not 


ever shall be, in favor of making the revenue aris- 


i 
ing from the sale of the public lands a source of j 


; 
| its nationality and ‘independence, I give him my || 

Y 7 , Thus far :| 
I give the preference to him whose liberties have i 


home, and has sought this land of liberty as an |) 
Further than this, Mr. President, I will |) 
not go; and if the Senator from Illinois infers that |; ment, and expend our public domain in national 


i charities to foreigners? Sir, I have asked myself 


revenue for the ordinary expenditures in the oper- 
ations of the Government. ‘I have always main- 
tained, and I think I always shall maintain it, that 
it is a great- fund, the common property of the 
whole people of the United States, properly to be 
applied to objects of great national improvement 
and advancement; and in this case a proper fund 
for national charity to those whose sufferings com- 
mend them to our sympathies. But, sir, 1 have 
never intimated, 1 do not now say, that] have the 
slightest objection to the principle insisted on by 
my respected friend from Ilinois, or to the princi- 
ple of his proposition, since it is understood to be 
the same as-those of the distinguished Senators - 
from Massachusetts and. Texas. When these 
propositions come before the house, they shall have 
my cordial support. | only say this, thatthe duty 
of making an expression of opinion in regard to 
the struggle for liberty in Europe was the subject 
that was under consideration when my proposition 
was submitted; and I intend to go to that length 
and no further, and to that extent I shall insist that 
it ought to be made. But it is not wise, in my 
judgment, to connect it with the other propositions, 
which will also receive my support; so that the 
proposition of the honorable Senator from Ilinois, 
or whoever may be entitled to the paternity of it, 
shall not be hindered or embarrassed Ly the prop- 
ositior which I have had the honor to submit, nor 
shall my resolution be embarrassed by the others 
which they have submitted. 

i hope I am now understood on the subject. I 
owe it to the Senator from Ilinois, whom I claim 
as a friend also, to say to him, under the peculiar 


| circumstances which have happened here, but not 


to any other person or for any other person, that 


|| I had no knowledge when I introduced my resolu- 


tion of the nature of the bill which he had pre- 


| viously introduced to the Senate. 


Mr. DAWSON. I have listened to this discus- 
sion, and have tried to ascertain the course towards: 
which gentlemen are steering. The Senator upon 


|| my right (Mr. Sewarp] says he considers the pub- 


ing any compensation; in other words, that we i| 


lic domain of this country as intended to create a 
national charity fund, that should not go into the 
common revenue of the country for the benefit of 


| the people at large, Lut must be disposed of for” 


charitable purposes; and that the first object which 
is presented to the American people—aye, to the. 
whole world—— f 
Mr. SEWARD. Isaid a great national fund 
for’ the purpose of national improvement, and 
among other purposes, for charity to those whose 


; sufferings commend them to our sympathies. 


Mr. DAWSON. Ihave not misunderstocd or 
misrepresented the honorable ‘Senator; that this 
fund which belongs to this Government is to be 


| disposed of for great purposes disconnected with 
| the administration of the General Government— 
| for purposes of charity and other things of a like 


kind—in other words, holding out a premium to 
all the patriots of foreign lands to come to this 
“Jand of the oppressed.” Why, sir, does he not 


| perceive at once that the glorious struggle for lib- 
e |! erty which is going on in the older countries will 


cease, and cease by the buying off every patriot 


i li there who might attempt to revolutionize his Gov- 
much the tone of the honorable Senator from Hi- |) 


ernment, and offering him an inducement to settle 
down here? Why, sir, we will empty all Europe 


i here; every patriot belonging to those nations will 


be collected here ih our midst; and why? Merely 


i| to receive the rewards which we offer them by” 
am f t J i! thus constituting our public domain into a great 
| plied in the resolution which I. have submitted, I) 
i! give the preference to the foreigner and the emi- |! 


national charity fund. Sir, there are principles 
deeper than those things which we see. Who 
are these gentlemen who are planning all these 
various modes of appropriating the puvlic lands ? 
Are they those who are friendly to a strict and 
economical administration of this Government? 
Are they those who are favorable to a well-regu- 
lated tariff? Or are they those, Mr. President, 
who desire to create a large national debt, and who 
seek, through the importations of the country, to 
raise a revenue to carry on the General Govern- 


this question—whose blood was spilt in obtaining 
these public lands? Whose money went in pay- 
ment for the title to them? Who paid the fifteen 
millions of dollars for the acquisition of the Ter- 


‘ritories of Texas, New Mexico, and California? 


Who paid the soldiery? Was it these foreigners 
who are invited to come to this land to take the 
proceeds of our blood and our treasure? Itis an 


1850. 


appeal which has its foundation in the doctrine of 
election by popular votes There is the truth of 
the principle upon which all this gdes. 

And, Mr. President, I have been struek with the 
fact that in every resolution presented here invo- 
king the exercise of the kindliness of our feelings, 
our humanity, and our philanthropy—every reso- 
lution designates no other individual than a voter. 
Women and ‘children are. not mentioned. - Sir, 
where are the widows and children—those widows 
who lost their protectors in fighting the battles of 
your country on the plains of Mexico? What 
provision has been made for them? 

Mr. SEWARD. You will find in the bill which 
I shall present to the Senate in relation to this 
matter thata provision is made for women and 
children. è 

Mr. DAWSON. I am speaking of the reso- | 
lutions which are to go before the electors of the 
country, No, sir, not one of these resolutions 
suggests any such provision. Sir, is there a heart 
that does not feel for the sorrows of the lonely 
widow, and those of the orphan, made so in the 
defence of our own country, and in fighting our 
own battles? Where can they go and settle on 
160 or 320 acres of land, and remain upon it for 
three years as tenants? Whois to transport them 
there? Yet this is a great national charity! Na- 
tional, sir, for foreigners. Natives, and especially 
women and children, have not the least of your 
sympathies! i 

There is another character of people in this | 
country that gentlemen seem to have a deep and | 
abiding affection for, and transplant them from one | 
section of this county to another. Sir, where are | 
the free negroes of your country, [laughter,] this 
trodden down and oppressed race? Is any pro- 
vision made for them? And then the outrageous 
mandate of the Creator of all, that you shall “gain 

our daily bread by the sweat of your brow?” 

Nhy is all this? There is something at the bot- 
tom of it; there is some meaning in it; and F think 
the sagacious and talented Senator from Michigan | 
has stated the truth; and his proposition, founded 
upon manly and generous motives and principles, 
although stigmatized in the beginning as dema- 
gogism—I say it stands upon elevated ground when | 
compared with these other propositions. 

These are my views upon that point. And | 
again, sir, there is another thing at the bottom of | 
this. This is the great machinery of Government, | 
and its operations have a deep and tremendous 
influence upon the public prosperity of this coun- 
try, either in sections or in whole. This very dis- | 
positiun of the proceeds of the public lands, and | 
the manner of making them a great national char- 
ity, finds its position alongside of the protection- | 
ists of this country. I have no doubt of it, sir; 
and I meet it in the beginning; and I say that, as | 
honorable men, representing the interests of the 
American people, who founded these institutions, 
and have reared them tọ their present eminence, 
they are the first people to be considered. Who 
is it that has done all this? It is your located, 
permanent citizens, who have discharged those 
duties from the foundation of the Government to 
the presentday. But the men whose homes are 
fixed upon the spot of their nativity are not re- 
garded. ‘They cannot pick up their all and go to |} 
a distant country; and, because they cannot do it, 
they are not on the same equality with, the man 
who took up his all in Europe and came here. 

A Senator. Perhaps he hadinothing to bring. 

Mr. DAWSON. And who shill not even be 
put to that terrible necessity, in the language of 
the Senator from Texas, of t gaining his daily 
bread by the sweat of his brow a 

Mr. HOUSTON. I will not interrupt the gen- 
tleman now, but 

Mr. DAWSON. 
happiest hits I have 
Pickwickian sense. | 

Now, Mr. President, we will come down. 
Texas we had to pay for when she came in; Cali- H 
fornia and New’ Mexico we have to pay for now. || 
Who is to pay for it? Now, sir, in any court of i 
equity the property purchased would stand as se- 
curity for the payment of the debt. But how is it | 
now? The property purchased is to be made a | 
charity, to be given to those who have never | 
dropped a particle of sweat or spilt one drop of | 


blood. They must have it; and the men who į; 
have brought about t 


his state of things—the old 
people, the inhabitants, 


f 


| 
i 
j 
i 


t 
i 
H 


j 


I consider that as one of the | 
heard—I mean it, sir, In a 
{Laughter.] 


fi 


| 
the citizens—must pay the | 


| 
if 
i 


Indians and from foreign countries are never | 
| thought of. We have been legislating for the ex- 


| denying the man who is the pillar of his conntry | 
| the rights which we give to the one who has never | 


debt; in other words, you tax your people to raise 
money to distribute outamong foreigners, that come 
to this.country, and other individuals who are eñ- 
titled to vote at the ballot box. ‘Thatis the whole 
secret—the meaning of the whole machinery; and 
yet public opinion is to be started here by various 
resolutions, and to be influenced by the combined 
efforts of various gentlemen brought to. bear upon 
the public mind at once; and public opinion 
sinks down into perfect calmness and satisfaction, 
and says, “Lo! this is all right.” And when 
you come to make your appropriations in Con- 
gress next year, you will find no item of revenue 
arising from public lands—they bave all been 
given away. Where, then, are you to obtain 
means for carrying on the Government and paying 
its expenses? Then comes up the tariff; and we 
are todd we must raise money. The tariff comes 
into operation, and after that the great question— 
next to the question of slavery—comes to agitate 
this country. Look at thegsources from whence 
these things spring, and sit itis not the part of 
justice and prudenee to make some effectual effort 
to arrest their progress. ` 

And does it not strike conviction upon the mind 
of every man that these frequent elections, these 
numerous aspirations for high clevation, are calcu- 
lated to sap the foundation of our institutions? 
Where is the system that is pervading the country 
—where is the party that is carrying on any sys- 
tematic course of legislation to conduct this coun- 
try on in its prosperity and’ its ultimate glory. 
There is none, sir; everything is confused; all is 
disorder and tending to disunion, And yet we 
are “bidding” upon the partition of our country 
merely for elevation to office; and forgetting to go 
down to the acts of injustice which have been per- 
petrated by one section on the other, and endeavor- 
ing to remove those things and restore harmony 
and unanimity to the land. We forget all that; 
| we disregard it; we trample upon it as we would 
| upon the spark until the flames break out upon us; 
and then you will not have engines properly 
manned to put out the conflagration which you 
have kindled. 
| . I have looked to these things, and I profess to | 
| be one of the moderate men. No man is more 
conservative in his views than | am—none more 


f 
| 
i 


į prosperity and glory than I am. But yet, sir, | 
look with sorrow—yes, sir, with deep melancholy, 
upon the present aspect of affairs. 1 see no broad 
patriotism, founded upon national grounds, which 
can unite us all; I see everything tending to sec- 
tional combinations, that will be productive of in- 
jury which I fear we cannot evade. _ 

Why is itall? Because the great minds of the 
country invade the institutions under which we 
organized our Government, and are. seeking 
merely to float into office upon the current of ex- 
citement which grows out of the present state of 
affairs. 

I had no idea that anything could have induced 
me to offera word upon this subject; but such are 
my feelings and views in connection with the 
present condition of the country—such are my ap- 
prehensions; and when I look around and com- 
bine everything together, I see, in my humble 
judgment, nothing working well; and | thought 1 
would, upon this occasion, present the opinions 
which I entertain upon the subject. And it results | 
in this: that the foundation of society, the great 
mass of the people, who have been here from the | 
foundation of our Government, and raised their | 
families, and settled permanently in the States, are 
to be entirely disregarded. The tax-payers, and | 
the, payers for all the purchases. made from the | 


tremes and doing nothing for the great centre, 


lifted his finger; and to have it proclaimed here, and 
boldly too, that out of the number of acres which 
millions cannot calculate—that the fund arising 


desirous for the perpetuation of the Union in its | 
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the people.of the United States in their capacity as 
a corporation or federal union, each holding its 
own share; and we are -siting here to exercise 
delegated-power, and have no right, to dispose of 
any part of the public domain. or public. property; 
except according to the powers delegated to us by 
the instrument under which we act. And yet we 
are told ‘that the revenue from the public domain 
shall not go into the public tredsury. for federal 
purposes, but that it shall be under the control of 
Congress, to be disposed of as they in their judg- 
ment may direct. Lam opposed to these things, 
and, in the language of the gentleman who spoke 
yesterday, at the proper time I shall protest against 
them. I look upon it as the beginning of a course 
which, like many other beginnings, will grow here 
until it becomes insufferable. Ress 

Mr. DOUGLAS. - Mr. President 

Mr. DAWSON. I would say to the chairman 
of the Committee on Territories that I spoke of the 
resnlutions; and notof his bill. That I have not 
read, 
_ Mr. DOUGLAS. I saw the Senator had not, 
“and his speech would perhaps create a very unfa- 
vorable impression in regard to my bill, from er- 
rors into which he has fallen from not having read 
it, if permitted to go to the country uncorrected. 
If the Senator had read my bill he would not have 
made the speech which he has, or at least he would 
not have made two-thirds of it. f 

Mr. DAWSON. I stated to the Senator from 
Ilinois that 1 have not read his bill. 1 have 
spoken of the resolutions, therefore, and not of his 

ill, 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I understand that. What I 
was remarking was, that his language—the several 
propositions being so and so—would leave the 
public and the country to infer that the bill was 
liable to the objections which he urges against the 
resolutions of the Senator from New York, (Mr. 
Sewarp,] although combining these various prop- 
ositions together. 

In the first place, then, the Senator's position, 
that this policy is one solely for the benefit of 
| foreigners from Europe and other countries, in- 
stead of. American citizens, is not well founded. 
| No such proposition is to be found in my bill, or 
|in the resolutions of the distinguished Senator 
from Massachusetts, (Mr. Wessrer,] or from. 
Texas, [Mr. Hovuston.] Each of these proposi- 
|| tions provides that there shall be granted 160 acres 
of land to the actual settler, whether foreigner or 
native—to the actual settler upon the publie lands; 
and that would be including every man in Ameri- 
ca, native born, and also every man who shall 
come and make his home in America. 

But the gentleman goes further, and intimates ` 
that this is intended merely to catch votes, because 
none but voters are provided for. In my bill be 
will find that provision is made for the widow, 

Mr. DAWSON. I submit to the Senator from 
Hlinois, that | have not read his bill, nor. spoken 
of it, and yet his whole objections to my remarks 
are founded on that bill. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 1I understand it precisely, 
and will make myself understood to the Senator 
from Georgia. The Senator made a speech. not 
founded on the bill, but on the resolution of the 
Senator from New York. In using the words 
“ various propositions,” it will be necessarily un- 
derstood that he referred to all the propositions on 
the subject. 

Mr. DAWSON. Not to your bill, for I have 
not read it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Well, the resolution of the Sen- 


| ator from Massachusetts does provide for the wid 


ows, and my billalso provides for females; hence 
the objection that the females and widows were 
| not provided for, and that theactual American citi- 
zen was not provided for, but that the policy was 
solely for the benefitof foreigners to the exclusion 
of Americans, all falls to the ground, whether he 
refers to my bill or to the resolution of the Senator 
from Massachusetts. I wish this policy to be dis- 
tinctly understood. We propose no bid to for- 
eigners—no exclusive privilege to foreigners. We 


from thai land should not go into the treasury for 
he public good, but that it shall be used for pur- 
poses disconnected with the general administration 
of the Government—in other words, to create just 
| such a fund as Congress may dispose of as it 
pleases. 

| Now, I call for the power whichgives Congress 
| the right to distribute this fund by way of charity. 


propose a system of policy for the American Gov- 
ernment to adopt, and that system shall be the 
granting of jands to the actual settler who resides 
upon and cultivates the land, no matter where the 
man is born. ‘And this brings me to the argument 
of the Senator from Georgia, 80 far as he as- 
sumed that those. benefited by this policy would 


| To whom does the fund belong? It belongs to 


pay no taxes. Why, sir, the American born citit 
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zen who goes in under this bill will certainly pay 
taxes; and the foreigner who comes to our shores 
and settles on the public lands becomes a tax- 
payer by that very act, and thus every man of 
them becomes a tax-payer. This policy, there- 
fore, multiplies the number of tax-payers, and by 
this multiplication relieves the burden of taxation 
on the mass of the citizens. It is the. very mode 
by which to increase the revenue, develop the re- 
sources of the country, and fill ‘it with a hardy 
and industrious population. Every man drawn 
from a foreign country to this, under the provis- 
ions of this bill becomes a new tax-payer, and 
thereby contributes to the reduction of the burden 
of taxation on the people. 

I am equally opposed to the doctrine advanced 
by the Senator from New York and to that ad- 
vanced by the Senator from Georgia. The Sena- 
tor from Georgia wishes to discriminate against 
the foreigner, while the Senator from New York 
in'special cases wishes to discriminate in favor of 
the foreigner. It has heen an evil in this country | 
that too much discrimination has been brought up 
against native and foreign born citizens; and those 
who denounce foreigners are as much liable to the 
criticism of seeking votes themselves by flattering 
native American prejudices, as are those who, | 
make an invidious discrimination in favor of for- | 
eigners to the charge of seeking the votes of for- 
eigners. There are two modes of seeking votes 
on this question. In Philadelphia it is popular to |; 
raise the cry against foreigners, and so it is in | 
other cities; and if we are going to tatk about | 
demagogism, it ia just as easy to raise the cry in 
certain sections, and secure popularity thereby, by 
denouncing foreigners, as in other sections it is by 
praising and flattering foreigners. The true policy’ 
is to do neither. Receive the emigrant settler on | 
an equality with the American citizen, and make 
no discrimination for or against either. 

And to the Senator from New York I say, I do 
not think his peculiar case makes an exception to 
the rule. We have unfortunate men who fought 
our battles in Mexico, native American born, and 
entitled to as much favor asthe man who was un- 
fortunate in the cause of liberty in a foreign land; 
and the man who is unfortunate at home is just 
as much entitled to our sympathy as he who is | 
unfortunate abroad. The policy of the government, 
then, should be this: to establish a system which 
shall be wise and right, and which shall provide 
for a proper distribution of the public domain, 
making no discrimination between foreign born 
and native settlers, but placing them all on an 
equality. Then we should have no foreign and 
native partics—no demagogism on the question. 
Then we should have the true policy which binds 
all together in the bonds of fraternal affection. 
This ig the true policy on this question, and I dep- | 
recate demagogism on the one side or the other. 
And I say to the Senator from Georgia, that if he 
had examined the principle involved in these reso- 
lutions as reduced to form in the bill now on his 
table, he would not have made the speech which | 
he has made, for he would not have had the ma- 
terial out of which to manufacture it, and there- | 


j 


| 


fore I think, if he will “allow me to say so, he || 


should have examined the bill before the principle | 
itself is denounced, because thereby he would have 
avoided the errors into which he has fallen. 

Mr. DAWSON. The bill was not before the 
body when I addressed the Senate, and it is not 
now. When the bill comes up I will give itai 
proper consideration; and L have only to say to 
the Senator from Minois that his speech was made 
on a proposition not now before the body. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I will say to the Senator 
from Georgia that the resolution of the Senator 
from New York, on which his remarks were 
based, is not now under consideration; that the: 
propositions of the Senator from Massachusetts | 
are not now under consideration; and therefore, if 
I am out of order in defending the bill against im- 
plied charges when the bill is not presented here, 
then he is out of order in preferring those charges 


on these resolutions, when they are not under con- || 


sideration. i 
Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, it appears to |! 
me that this debate has commenced in the wrong 
place. From what has been stated, it should more 
properly have been connected with the resolution |; 
Introduced by the distinguished Senator from 
Michigan, [Mr. Cass.] As I have some remarks 
i wish to submit on that subject, L move that the 
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‘ tion of the time of the Senate. 


business now before us be postponed, and that we 
take up that resolution. | 

Mr. BUTLER. As the Senator from New 
Jersey, [Mr. Dayron,] who has the floor on the | 
bill-under consideration on Monday, will not be į 
here until to-morrow, I have no objection to the 
motion, and will give'the opportunity desired by | 
my friend from Virginia, (Mr. Hounrer,] by al- 
lowing the resolutions of the Senator from Michi- 
gan to be taken up. ` 

Mr. HUNTER. he re 
the Senator from Michigan, inquiring intogthe ex- 
pediency of suspending diplomatic relations with 
Austria, be now taken up. , 

Mr. HOUSTON. I would ask permission of 
the Senator from Virginia to submit a few remarks | 
in reply to the Senator from Georgia. 

Mr. HUNTER. If the Senator is a 
make them now, I will withdraw the motion. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. President, I sincerely 
regret that the resolutign which I had the honor of 
presenting to the Senate, should have been the 
cause of any remark, or have led to the consump- 
But, since it has 
been introduced, and has been the topic of dis- | 
cussion, I feel it due to the Senate, and I feel it | 
due to myself, to explain the resolution, and, so | 


nxious to | 


' far as I can, to show that the honorable Senator | 
ii from Georgia, as well as the honorable Senator 


from North Carolina, [Mr. Bapcer,] have misap- 
prehended the character of that resolution. It is 
possible, however, that_the Senator from North | 
Carolina spoke, as the Senator from Georgia said 
he did, in a *‘ Pickwickian” sense. 

It is understood or alleged that no provision is 
made for females in this resolution; that its object 
is to appeal to the voters of the country; and that | 
it is even below demagogism that such a thing 
should be introduced, Bir, were it not for the char- | 
acter of the gentlemen who have made propon 
tions, and who, without my knowledge, until this | 
discussion, have taken part in the agitation of this 
subject, Í might have misunderstood my motives | 
on the subject; but as it now presents itself, I am į 
left to conclude that it is a matter of great delibera- 
tion and sound policy. I am satisfied that neither 
the gentleman who first originated the bill, the 
Senator from Illinois, the Senator from New York, 
or the distinguished Senator from Massachusetts, 
would have concurrently given their attention to a | 
subject that so exclusively embraced the principles 
of demagogism. 
the honorable and distinguished Senator from 
Michigan himself, I should not have imputed it 
to demagogism, as he might suppose. l should 
have thought he had been long enough on the 
frontier to have apprehended rightly the condition 
of the people who flocked thither to obtain com- 
fortable homes and secure a competency for them- 
selves and their families. I should have been’ 
ready to ascribe it to a higher motive than to that 
ofdemagogism. I would havethought that a love 
of country and the generous impulscs of humanity 


vidual, but to the country. 

Females, in the resolution I had the honor of 
presenting, are not disregarded, and if the honor- 
| able Senator from Georgia had given his attention 
to it, he would have seen that provision was made | 
for those females whose means were Hmited, per- | 
haps, sufficient to take them to a new and forest 
home, and to enable them to commence with scanty | 
means and laborious beginning. The gentleman | 
from Georgia as well as the gentleman from | 
North Carolina, misapprehended me, when, in 
| speaking of the men in the cities where the popu- 
| lation is overflowing and overridden, they sup- 
posed I complained of their having to labor for | 
their daily bread. I said that, from the density of 
the population and the want of means for their | 
support, they had’to beg for a daily pittance. I} 
did not say labor for their daily bread; I have 
been too long accustomed to the hard-handed com- | 
munity of the West not to feel that labor is as hon- i 
orable as it is useful. | 


| 
if 
| 
l 
| 
i 
| 
| 
i We are unaccustomed to | 
sympathize there with other than laborious hands, } 
and the velvet fingers are seldom grasped on the 
frontiers of our country, where it has been my lot 
to sojourn during my life. Labor is honorable, 
and he that earns his living by the sweat of his 
brow but meets the mandate of Heaven, and de- 
serves the commendation of his fellow-man. 
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I move that the resolution of # 


And, if it had even come from || 


combined to impress on his mind a conviction that | 
it was proper, wise, and just, not only to the indi- 


tlers now in the country, and to those Who might , 
arrive here by a.certain period, (the 4th of March 
next,) that my resolution was introduced. And 
will it not, I ask the Senator from Georgia, as well 
as the Senator from North Carolina, be a wise 
disposition; would it not be within the power of — 
the discreet and industrious Committee on Public 
Lands to make such provisions as shall be wise, 
beneficial to settlers, and advantageous to the coun 
try? Sir, if the millions of acres of the public do- 
main were surveyed, and every alternate quarter 
section settled, and each other alternate section re- 
served to the Government, the enhancement of its 
value would more than trebly requite the labor and 
cost, and render them amine of profit and advan- 
tage to the treasury. I wish not to rob the Govern- 
ment, but I wish to benefit those who would become 
useful citizens, but who for the want of means 
are not able to procure lands; those who are obliged 
| to remain in the overburdened population of the 
cities, useless to themselves and to the country, 
but who would be glad to get where their ener- 
gies and enterprise could be employed with advan- 
tage to themselves and benefit to the Government. 
Nor is it for the purpose of encouraging foreign- 
ers, beyond those nowin the way of emigration 
to this country, that I have proposed this resolu- 
| tion. The 4th of March is the limitation I have 
proposed in regard to foreigners. I have no preju- 
dice against them. I am ready to welcome them 
to our shores and on our borders, where their labor 
will procure them a competency, and thus prove a 
blessing to them as well as to the country. 

‘Sir, the Senator from North Carolina and the 
Senator from Georgia have said that, these coun- 
tries cost money,and that foreigners have not bled 
for the land and territory acquired. I am willing 
toadmit that those who have never reached our 
shores have not done so, but by giving them a 
location we give them an inducement for their 
fidelity to the institutions of the country. But, if 
the gentleman had cast his eyes to the neighbor- , 
hood of my desk, he would have discovered an 
individual [Gen. Suros] who has personally 
sustained your flag at Chapultepec and on the 
plains of Mexico. That, sir, would redeem a 
million of foreigners and give them a title to our 
sympathy. ; 

My proposition is not to invite the paupers of 
Europe; they come upon us uninvited; but rather . 
to provide, if the time shall ever come, that they 
must finally stop, when this proposition shall 
cease. Sir, it has no connection with the tariff 
question. I know not how it may be with other 
gentlemen, but my proposition has no connection 
with the tariff. My principles on the tariff are 
well known, my votes well understood, and no 
man in America is more opposed to an onerous 
and oppressive tariff than I am. Since 1824 I 
have constantly voted against such a tariff. But 
no one can obtain exactly the tariff that they want. 

As to the circumstances of Texas costing mo-, 
ney, to which Senators have referred, Texas had 
to purchase the boon of admission into the Union. 
What money was paid for Texas?—I ask honor- 
able gentlemen. She gave her all—her arms, her 
ammunition, her property, her stores, and her na- 
tionality to the Union, and she stood independent ` 
ofathousand jarring influences to which honorable 
gentlemen have alluded, and which I will view in 
an appropriate place; but I will not allude toa 
subject sufficiently disagreeable in itself, when I 
deem it unnecessary. But Texas cost no money 
to the Union, and for the consequences which grew 
out of her annexation she is not responsible. 
Though an independent contracting party, she was 
not the principal. Others sought her connection, 
yet when wooed by the nations of the earth, proud > 
to guaranty her independence and make it perpet- 
ual on condition that she would not become an- 
nexed, her steps were onward. They were drawn 
by the cords of affection and fraternity, and 
great, not humiliated, but firm, she entered this 
Union for the purpose of benefiting and not of dis- 
turbing it. As to the consequences, for which she 
is not accountable, which have resulted, she is 
ready to take her share of them, and to meet man- 
fully the contest whenever it may arise, connected 
with her admission into this Union. 

Mr. President, I move that the resolutions be 
printed and that they lie on the table. 

Mr. SEWARD. Will the honorable Senator 
withdraw that motion for a moment, and I will 


It was to provide increased facilities to the set- | 


renew it? 
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Mr. HOUSTON. Certainly, sir. 7: 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The motion is with- 
drawn. S 

Mr. SEWARD. , I ask the indulgence of the 
Senate for one moment, in order that I may reply 
to some of the remarks of my honorable friend 
from Georgia, who has alluded to the motives 
which may be supposed to operate upon members 
of this body in bringing before it questions of this 
character. And my reply, sir, which-will be ex- 
ceedingly brief, is; that l am here for public 
measures, and not for private ends; and that no 
imputation which can be made, by even a friend 
whom I esteem and respect as highly as I do the 
honorable Senator from Georgia, shall ever put 
me before this body, or any other, upon a defence 
H myself against aspersions or complaints of this 
sind. 

Now, sir, the point in the remarks which I 
made, which elicited the most severe rebuke of m 
friend from Georgia, was the suggestion that I 
had always been opposed to applying the current 
revenues arising from the public lands to the ordi- 
nary expenses of the Federal Government. And 
the Senator persisted in supposing that I intended 
to affirm’ that they should be applied to no other 
purpose than to constitute a charity fund. I will 
illustrate, for the information of the Senator from 
Georgia and others, what I mean by the applica- 
tion of these revenues to constitute a great national 
fund for the advancement of -beneficent national 
purposes. : 

The distinguished Senator from Kentucky, 
several years ago, by his great influence in the 
councils of the nation, secured the distribution 
among the States of this Union of a portion of 
those, with other surplus revenues. -I was, at a 
distance, an humble admirer and approver of that 
policy. The result of it in other States I know 
not, but you can testify with me, sir, the result, 
the beneficent result, in the State of New York, 
from which we comé. The share that was allotted 
to that State was six millions of dollars; the sum 
we received was four millions and a half. Every 
dollar of that four millions and a half was devoted 
ten years ago to the foundation of common schools 
and academies, preparatory for higher institutions 
of learning, and to the foundation and endowment 
of libraries for the common people. And, sir, I 
will now state to the Senate, and I am proud, on 
behalf of the State of New York, and proud that 
I am here this day tostate, to the praise and honor 
of the distinguished statesman from Kentucky, the 
condition in which the State of New York, the 
people, bond and free—if there were any of the 
former—native born and foreign, have been brought 
by this great act of national justice—I will not call 
it beneficence. 

Sir, the State of New York numbers three mil- 
lions of people, and, owing to the application of 
this fund, there is not to be found in that State one 
child—either the child, of citizen or foreigner—from 
the age of five years to the age of twenty years, 
who is not educated—educated at the public cost 
and expense. . ; 

Again, sir, at the distance of every mile and a 
half, upon every mail route, railroad, canal, and 
cross road, separated by a distance of only a mile 
and a half from each other, are our school houses, 
as in New England, and the schoolmaster is at 
home in New York, everywhere, and all the time; 
and New York is thus made to imitate the blessed 
example of Massachusetts and Connecticut. That 
is what has happened in my day and in your day, 
sir; that is what has happened within our experi- 
ence. And, more than that, in every one of these 
school-houses is a public library consisting of two 
hundred and fifty volumes, containing all that is 
interesting in ancient history, in modernscience, 10 
literature, geography, and every branch of human 
knowledge, open and accessible to every citizen, to 
every man, to every woman, and to every child in 
the State of New York. 

Yes, sir, this four millions and a half of dollars 
has supplied us with libraries which contain, col- 
lectively, more than one million of volumes. And, 
sir, more than that, there 1s scarcely left in the 
State of New York a blind person who has not 
been taught to read his Bible; there is not left a 


deaf mute wh 


nression to h ; 
Bod and his acknowledgments to the State which 


has brought kim from the condition of ignorance 
and degradation in which he was placed by 


o has not been taught to give ex- | 
is thoughts, and to render praise to 


i 
' 


or accident of disease. More than that, sir, there 
that- unfortunate class has not been neglected to 
which reference has been made by my friend from 
Géorgia, who asks me, why not consider the free 


negro? Sir, the free negro has been considered ; | 


a part of this fund derived from the public land 
has been appropriated to their advancement, to 
their improvement, to prepare and qualify them 
to exercise the rights of self-government, and to 
carry on the great work of the emancipation of 
their race wherever they may be found in bond- 
age. Yes, sir, there are at this day five thousand 
colored children, children of the African race, 
who are being educated out of this great fund of 
national beneficence. 

And now, sir, what becomes of the reproach in 
which this is called a charity? What would have 
been the disposition of this fund had it been left 
here? Sir, it would have been left to be expended 
as the revenues of this country, too large, too lib- 
eral, always have been expepded, in improvidence; 
and it is therefore that I have always claimed that 
they ought to be distributed among the States. 


| Since this Government has renounced all enter- 
| prises of internal improvement, and especially all 


works of education and progress, they should 
have been distributed among the States, that they 
might be applied to those works of beneficence 
and humanity. 

And now, sir, during all the time we have en- 
joyed this four million and a half of dollars, there 
has been no waste of it; there has been no dimi- 
nution of the amount given to us. It is every 
dollar there yet. The four millions and a half of 
dollars are still in the treasury of the State of New 
York. And what has been done, has been done 
only by means of the interest accruing upon the 
fund. Will gentlemen tell me, sir, that it is not 
wiser to make such a disposition of these funds 
than it would be to employ them in encouraging 
prodigality on the part of the Federal Govern- 
ment—in encouraging a spirit of aggression—en- 
couraging this lust of conquest, in which the Mex- 
ican war had its origin, and by which were brought 
into the national domain these seven hundred and 
sixty-tbree millions of acres, to be added to the 
one thousand million of acres we had before? 

Sir, what has this acquisition brought us? Ac- 
cording to the argument of the learned gentleman 
from Georgia, it has brought us but a Pandora’s 
box of evils, and we are, day after day, enter- 
tained here with the intelligence that the Union 
must be dissolved, or is actually dissolved, and all 
this by reason of our employing the revenue from 
the public land in extending our limits, which are 
already unnecessarily large. Sir, it is because I 
want no more Mexican wars; it is because I do 
not want to encourage this lust of conquest, this 
seizing of the unripened fruit which, if left alone, 
would fall of itself, that I am opposed to swelling 
the revenues of the Federal Government from 
sources like these, and that I claim that the Fed- 
eral Government should be brought down to re- 
sponsibility to the people, and that the people 
shall know what it costs to indulge~in wars of 
conquest. i 

Sir, the Senator from Gcorgia and the Senator 
from Illinois agree that there is a peculiar demerit 


tin considering the cause of foreigners, as distin- 


guished from the“cause of American citizens. 
And my honorable friend from Georgia supposes 
that he found in the proposition which I have 
submitted here—not at all in conflict with that of 
the Senator from Illinois, as I have before re- 
marked, or with that of the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts, or that of the Senator from Texas—a 
peculiarly objectionable feature, because it, pro- 
vides distinctly for foreigners without ‘providing 
for others. 


Sir, these remarks—and I am sorry to see the 
ungracious reception which they received, at my 
expense, at the hands of the honorable Senator 


: from Tlinois—oblige me to say, what I would not 


say before, that the way to defeat any humane 


| proposition, any charitable enterprise, is to bring 


into competition with it some other object of 
charity which ought to be provided for first. 

Sir, the religion which inculcates the duty of 
charity gives us an admonition against such a 
means of defeating the ends of charity. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Will the honorable Senator 
allow me to call his attention to the fact that my 
bill was proposed first; and, therefore, that. his 


birth |; proposition comes in contact with mine? 


Mr. SEWARD. -I did not; allude to the Senas. 
tor’s bill. ‘The*first timeI ever ‘heard-of it or its 
conterits, from a source to which I could acknowl- 
edge myself indebted for information, was this. 
morning, and on that occasion I rendered to him the 
unreserved homage of my approbation and grati- 
tude for it; and for this: acknowledgment his cen- 
sure upon me, because I have provided for a 
certain class of foreigners, was an unkind and an= 
necessary return. s : ` 
_ Now, I was going to say that the religion which 
inculeates charity above all things, and which even 
excuses every human being for failure in the per- 
formance of many duties if he but faithfully dis- 
charge this one, gives also this admonition, that 
we pour ointment upon the heads of the sick and 
afflicted, and not say, with the Pharisee, this oint- 
ment should have been sold and the money given to 
the poor I know of no way of paying any debt of jus- 
tice but to place the object at once before me, and to 
acknowledge when it meets me my, obligation 
to discharge it. There can be no excuse for me 
in not paying a creditor, because instead of be- 
ing situated here, he is placed yonder, if T am 
really indebted tohim. There can be no discharge 
of the claim of charity upon me presented by the 
oppressed and destitute stranger by a relief of the 
wants of those who may be near me;nor is it right 
to say that the wants of those in other Jands should 
not be relieved because there are many in my own 
land in destitution. , I say, let them all come on, 
in whatever order they may, and I will, so far as 
lam able, discharge my obligations to the whole. 

Now, if my friend from Georgia supposes that 
this bill had its origin in a desire to propitiate or 
obtain the aid of aliens or foreigners, I will tell 
him, and the Senator from Illinois also, that they 
have greatly mistaken the nature and character of 
my sentiments and principles with reference to 
those classes of individuals. I am in favor, sir, 
of the equality of man—of all men—whether they 
be born in this or any other land. { am in favor 
of receiving all classes with open hands, and treat- 
ing them with equal respect—for I consider them all 
as members of one great family, whom itis our duty 
as co-members to assist in every possible manner; 
and, sir, when I have oceasion to ask for the votes 


of Senators for a proposition in favor of foreigners 
or aliens, it will not be exclusively for a measure 
which is commended to our sympathetic consider- 
ation because of the sufferings of the people whom 
it proposes to aid in behalf of liberty in monarch- 
ical Europe, but it will be for an amelioration of 
the laws of naturalization, so as to give a vote 10 
any man of any country on his becoming perma- 
nently domiciled among us. There, sir, 1s where 
they ‘will find me, and they will find that to that 
extent these sentiments of humanity, these. ex- 
pressions of our sympathy for our brethren from 
distant lands, are enjoined upon us, as duties by 
the law of our Maker. It is my purpose, sir, to 
labor to bring about that equality in the land in 
which we live, and, so far as may be, in all other 
lands. é stat i 

Acting upon this broad principle, sir, I have no 
hesitation in saying that there is no distinction in 
my respect or affection towards men of this or any 
other land—of a higher or a lower class—of one 
race or another—of one color or another. | regard 
them all alike, as respects social distinctions—the 
institutions of Government, or the opinions of so~ 
ciety, not affecting in my mind theirindividual per- 
sonal merit. If the Senator from Georgia really 
feels the sympathy for free negroes which I am re- 
joiced to hear him proclaim, Jet him bring in his 
‘bill for their relief, and 1 pledge myself that the 
first aye in its favor—if none be given before my 
name is reached in the alphabet—will be mine. "If 
his sympathies embrace a class which need them 
still more, let him bring in his bill for the emanci- 
pation and amelioretion of the condition of the 
slave in any District or Territory, or show me how 
! I can vote for it in his ows State effectively, and 
| my vote shall be given for it with more gladness 
Vand joy than it has ever been given upon any oc- 
|i casion in my whole life. Sir, neither here nor 
| elsewhere do [admit that any rule of government 
| or form of society authorizes a distinction to be 
l made in our treatment of men; for I hold to the 
1 
j 
| 


sublime sentiment announced in our Declaration 
ndence, “that all men were created 
equal;”’ and I can truly say that my first vote to 
| keep any man ina condition of degradation. has 
Í yet to be given, and that vote never will be given 
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in this place. I have offered these remarks, Mr. 
President, because [ thought it necessary to vin- 
dicate the proposition which 1] have made to the 
Senate from the assaults which it has met in its in- 
direct appearance. before this body on this ocea- 
sion; and when that proposition is brought before 
the Senate in its proper form, and the Senate shall 
be ready to give it a due consideration, E shall take 
pleasure in stating the reasons that have induced 
me to bring it forward. - A ; 
Mr. WALKER. Itis a matter of gratification 
to me, sir, to see So.many distinguished Senators 
coming forward and expressing their opinions, in 
some form or other, in. favor of the general prin- 
ciple of vesting the public lands of the United 
States in actual settlers or occupants. In fact, sir, 
there seefns to be some little competition among 
distinguished Senators, as to who shall have pre- 
cedence in presenting propositions for the actioft 
of the Senate upon this subject. Propositions 
have been submitted by the Senator from Illinois, 
{Mr.. Dovetas,] the Senator from New York, 
[Mr. Sewarr,] the Senator from Massachusetts, 
[Mr. Wesster.] and the Senator from Texas, 
[Mr. Houston;] all of which propositions are 
zvalously supported by the originators of them. 
All of these gentlemen seem to be zealous in favor 
of the particular measure which has been intro- 
duced by each respectively. I was about to re- | 
mark, sir, that, either from my peculiar modesty 
or from the position in which my humble seat is | 
placed, my relation towards this particular subject | 
appears to have been forgotten. I desire to say, 
and I think Iam justified in stating, that I had the 
honor of introducing the ‘first proposition upon | 
this subject to the consideration’ of the Senate. 
The Senate will bear in mind that at a very early 
- period of this session, [ introduced a proposition | 
laying the general foundation for a consideration 
of this queation, It was in the form of a memorial 
from the Legislature of Wisconsin, praying the 
General Government to cede the public lands of the 
Union to the several States, upon the condition 
that they be distributed among actual settlers or 
occupants, who shall pay upon such cession the 
cost of transfer, survey, and registry of tile. As 
soon thereafter as I could get an opportunity, Í 
ave notice to the Senate that I would introduce a 
ill ceding the public lands to the States respectively. 
Sir, L have fulfilled that promise; | have done 
what I gave notice I should do; and have intro- 
duced a bill, minute and particular in its details, 
making provision for the end I have already in- 
dicated. That bill has been ordered to be printed, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands; 
and what I wish to do now is, in view of the man- 
ner in which my proposition has come before the | 
Senate, to urge upon the Committee on Public 
Lands a respectful consideration of its objects. H | 
is not a resolution, sir, making a bid for any sin- 
ister purpose whatever, but a practical proposi- 
tion, proposing that by law the public lands may 
be vested in the several States, upon the condi- 
tions I have already named. And I must be per- 
mitted to take the liberty, sir, of here saying that 
I cannot agree in the views expressed by the hon- 
orable Senators who have introduced propositions 


|i ready from the older States that they are about to 


upon execution; you thereby enable the. land 
speculator to acquire title by placing an individ- 
ual as claimant upon the land, not for the benefit | 
of that individual, or his family, but for his own 
aggrandizement, inasmuch as he can pay the ex- 
penses of the settlement, while the settler acquires 
the ttle not for himself, but for the speculator. 

But the proposition which | have submitted to 
the Senate is to vest the public lands of the United 
States in the States respectively, upon the condi- 
tion, first, that the Legislatures of the States sball 
provide by law that the land shall be conveyed to 
actual settlers or occupants only in such quantities 
as to the States shall seem proper, not exceeding 
160 acres. And, secondly, that the land shall not 
be transferred or alienated by the individual to 
whom it may be conveyed by the State to any 
other person, who thereby might become the owner | 
of more than is contemplated to be granted toany | 
individual. And, thirdly, that the land shall be į 
forever exempt from forced sale or levy upon ex- 
ecution, or the decre® of a court of equity. A 
‘further provision is, that when these supulations 
shall be made by the States, the President of the | 
United States, when officially notified of it, shall 
cause copies of all the maps, deeds, records, and 
papers affecting those transfers, to be made out and 
transmitted to the marshal of the State in which || 
the land lies, whose duty it shall be to deliver 
them to the Executive of the State, upon payment | 
by the person to whom the grant is made of the 
cost of such transscription and transmission to the | 
Government. After this has been done, upon | 
these limitations, the land shall vest in the person 
to whom it is granted for the purposes contem- 
plated by theact. | 

Now, if gentlemen are sincere in their profes- 
sions, if they are desirous of so disposing of this | 
question as to create a free yeomanry throughout 
the country; if they are desirous of contributing 
to the happiness of the great mass of the commu- | 
nity, making them independent, making them tax- | 
payers, and fitting them to bear their portion of ! 
the expenses of Government, and also to avoid the | 
possibility of this transfer by the General Govern- | 
ment becoming a source of speculation; if they | 
desire that all the benefits which are anticipated | 
by them shall result from the transfer of the pub- ; 
lic lands to individuals, it occurs to me that it 
would be well for them to reconsider the terms of 
their several propositions, and endeavor to make 
such limitations, that the evils I have alluded to 
may be avoided. i : 

lt may be asked, is it advisable to vest these 
lands in the States, when we hear complaints al- 


be robbed of their proportion of the benefit? It 
would appear reasonable, certainly, that the older 
States should be relieved from all further expense | 
| in supporting a department having the disposal of 
the lands for its object. lt would seem an act of 
justice to them that the several States in which the | 
lands lie should bear the burden of the expenses 
incurred in their disposition. H 
Butif the lands thus conveyed to the States were 
to be transferred freely, and without the restric- 
tions I have suggested, to individuals, there would 
soon be a concentration of the lands thus conveyed 


relating to this subject, with reference to the de- 
sign of these propositions, and for several reasons. | 
They alllook, sir, to the vesting of lands in actual | 
settlers or occupants, to very nearly the whole | 
extent, without cost; but they have not guard- | 
ed their measures, as l think they should be | 
guarded, so as satisfactorily to accomplish thè 
great and good end which the Senate ought to 
have in view in adopting measures that affect this 
important subject. Now, sir, under the operation 
of any one of the propositions that have been | 
submitted, might not an opportunity be afforded | 
for one of the most extravagant forms of specu- | 
lation that has ever been practiced? Might not | 
the measure itself be made a piece of machinery 
for effecting the grossest frauds that were ever | 
perpetrated? The proposition emanating from | 
the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Wessrer] | 
appears to be the furthest from objection. That | 
Senator has limited the transfer to the individual ; 
to whom the land shall be conveyed to a certain | 
extent, but not to the extent which seems to me | 
to be desirable. But take the propositions that | 


are before the Senate, barely granting a piece of ʻi 


land, 160 or 320 acres, as the State may deem fit, | 
to each individual, without restricting him in the | 


ji 


|; to print, and it was agreed to. 


in the hands of the wealthy, and their general dis- 
tribution would not last five years. If they are 
not made free from forced sales upon execution, | 


and his family be left to suffer. 
there be a benevolent purpose in view in the minds | 
į of the gentlemen who favor this object, they should | 
endeavor to guard the measure by all the limits I | 
have enumerated. I have thrown out these obser- | 
vations more particularly for the consideration of |; 
the Committee on Public Lands, in the hope that, 
| in their examination of the various propositions 
| Submitted, they will also deliberate upon the pro- 
priety of making the limitations I have suggested. | 

The question was then taken upon the motion i 


i 
f 
l 
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i 


À k i 
The resolution, under the rule of the Senate, |; 


| lies over for one day. 

| i 

i PRINTING AND BINDING. 

: Mr, BORLAND, as chairman of the Committee i 

, on Printing, asked the unanimous consent of the 

| Senate to introduce a joint resolution for binding 

| the public documents, viz: i 
Resolved, Çc., That all Executive Documents, the print- i 


i 
Ie 
i 

1 


transfer of it, or exempting it from forced sale |; 


ing of additional copies of which have been, during the || 
4 


the improvident or unfortunate man would soon | 
be landless, would soon be stripped of his portion, || 
I repeat, then, if |; 


| present session, or, during either session of -the present 


Congress, may be ordered by either House. of Congress, and 
thesize of which shall not be less than three huadred printed 
pages, such additional copies shall be bound, under the di- 
rection of the Joint Committee ou Printing: Provided, The 
cost of binding shall not exceed the sum of twelve and a, 


half cents per volume for the whole number ordered. 


Mr. BORLAND. With reference to this resolu- 
tion, I will merely state that it refers to the bind- 
ing of the Executive documents, and the question. 
is now before the House of Representatives, dt 
was brought before the Joint Committee on Print- 
ing by the chairman of the Committtee on Printing 
in the House; and, at a meeting of the joint com- 
mittee, it was deemed best to make some general 
provision for the binding of the public documents, 
instead of leaving the subject open for occasional 
special legislation. The importance of binding 
our public documents is acknowledged by all. 
The committee have ascertained that documents 
embracing two or three hundred pages, and up to 
the largest size, may be bound in this style for 
twelve and a half cents per volume. - ‘That is the 
maximum price; it probably may be done for less. 
The question is now open, and the House is wait- 
ing for the report of the joint committee. It would 


| be conducive to economy and convenience if there 


were a concurrence of both Houses in some gen- 
eral measure. [ask that the resolution be now 


| adopted. 


The resolution was read a second time, consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole, reported to 
the Senate, ordered to be read a third time; and, 
by unanimous consent, was read a third time and 

assed. 

Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to which was referred the motion to print the 
memorial of Thomas Crawford, proposing to exe- 
cute an equestrian statue of Washington in bronze, 
reported against printing the same; which was 


| s 
concurred in. 


Mr. B. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the report of the Secretary of the In- 
terior in relation to rejected claims for pensions, 
reported in favor of printing the same; which was 
concurred in. . at 

Mr. B. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the memorial of the Chamber of 
Commerce of New York, in favor of the estab- 
lishment of a branch mint in New York, and a 
comparative statement of the expenses of collect- 
ing the revenue for six months of the years 1848 
and 1849 at that port, reported in favor of printing 
the same; which. was concurred in. o 

Mr. B. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the motion to print a bill granting 
land to the refugees who took part in support of 


| the struggles for liberty and independence in Hun- 


gary and other European countries, reported in 
favor of printing the same; which was concurred in. 


AMERICAN AND FOREIGN COALS. 


Mr. BORLAND also submitted the following 
resolution: i 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be andhe is 
hereby directed to purchase for the use of the Senate — 
copies of Professor Walter R.Johuson’s recent work, enti- 
tied “The Coal Trade of British America, with Researches 
on the characters and practical values of American and For- 
eign Coals: Provided, Tiat the cost of said work shall not 
exceed —— a copy. 

Mr. BORLAND. Mr. President, in offering 
this resolution, if it be in order, Í wish to make a 
few remarks in explanation. The work mentioned 
in the resolution is the one which I now hold in 
my hand. It is, as stated in the resolution, a work 
on the coal-fields, mines, and trade of British 
America, and also on foreign coals, by Professor 
Johnson. The work, sir, is in four parts; and, 
though my remarks shall not extend beyond a 
few moments, I will say a few words by way of 


description. 
The first part of this work is an account of the 


| coal-fields, mines, and the trade of the northeast- 


ern British provinces, embracing results of an ex- 
tended personal examination of the facts of the 
case. lt is from those provinces that by far the 
larger portion of all the coals imported into the 
Untied States now come; and whatever compe- 
tition there is between American and foreign coals 
in the American markets may be said to arise 
from that quarter. The information on this sub- 
ject is not to be found in any other work. The 


į facts presented are valuable for all who own or 


manage coal mines; for all to whom the produc- 
tions of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick mines 
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may be attainable; and especially to all who would 


intelligendy legislate in relation to the commerce 
in coal and in articles dependent upon it for their 
production. ; 

In his capacity of a mining engineer che author 
has given to practical men an account of the situ- 
ation, depth, position of beds, methods of work- 

. ing, general management, modes of transportation, 
and commercial rules applied in the provinces, all. 
the fruits of his own inspection on the ground, 
and of inquiry at original sources. There is no 
compilation, no reliance on mere hearsay. 

fhe report on American coal, rendered and 
published in 1844, was limited to the discussion 
of the questions actually presented by the samples 
of coal brought at its own request before the 
Navy Department. This work contains a thorough 
investigation of the numerous economical ques- 
tions which arise upon the subject of this most 
Important mineral. 

The American report contains an account of the 
trial of a few sampies of those foreign coals which 
are most commonly found in the American mar- 
ket, and the relative values of which it was deemed 
expedient to have ascertained as guides in the pur- 
chase of coals. 

This American report has gone abroad, has been 
read, studied, copied, abstracted from and trans- 
ferred into English, German, and other journals. 
lt has been made the basis of an extensive series 

_ of investigations, extending over two and a half 
years, on the coals of England, Wales, Scotland, 
and Ireland. Its path has been followed essen- 
tially in these researches, and its conclusions are 
borne out, in the most satisfactory manner, by the 
results of those labors abroad of which it has been 
the occasion. The second part of Professor J.’s 
present work embraces the first report (the only 
one yet published) of the British commissioners, 
together with remarks and comparative state- 
ments, demonstrating the relations. of the numer- 
ous varieties of coals tested here to similar kinds 
of cals tried on the other side of the Atlantic, it 
being now in our power to make known the re- 
sults of the Jabors of others, which are proved to 
have important bearings on our oWn mineral treas- 
ures, their character, their relative advatitages as 
to position, and manner of exploration. 

The third division of the work embodies a 
series of researches on the character of coal, as 
variously illustrated by experiments of the author 
on those of America and Europe—proving the 
general laws which prevail in respect to its forms, 
density, and other physical properties which dis- 
tinguish it as a mineral body. A part of these 
valuable remarks have been communicated to sci- 
entific socities, and others published. in scientific 
journals of limited circulation. They are the fruit 
of laborious inquiries and extensive journeys of 
exploration, and are here brought together and 
condensed into a form to be easily made useful. 
Some of the original publications containing the 
papers from which they are selected are entirely 
out of print. } ; 

The last division of the book contains some re- 
cent investigations and numerous chemical] analy- 
ses of coals from various parts of the United 
States and foreign countries; the coals of North 
Carolina, Virginia, Western Pennsylvania, Ohio, 
Kentucky, Ilinois, and Arkansas, being among the 
number. These chemical analyses are indicative 
of important principles prevailing in these coals, 
which may, and 1 hope will, be the basis of future 
research and experinient, under the auspices of 
the Government. . , : 

Mr. President, I think that the offering of this 
resolution is very appropriate, directly after the 
discussion we have had here this morning upon 
the public lands; the propositions that we have 
heard having reference to the disposition of the 

ublic lands, and most of them being to give away 
the public domain without any. return. 

The proposition I now make, sir, is to put the 
Senate and the country, as far as L can, in the 
way of obtaining possession of very valuable in- 
formation respecting the public lands. - In this 
work will be found important information in re- 
gard to the value of those public lands, and the 
reat mineral treasures of coal which they contain. 

The style in which the work is got up Is like 
that of the specimen which 1 now exhibit. - It is 
a small volume, but contains matter of the most 
valuable kind. The matter ig not derived from 


conjecture, but is the result of his own experi- 


| Senate. 


i the Senate. 


ments,-as well as of long and laborious experi- 
ment,-not only in this country but in Europe, and 
the result- and comparison of private experiments 
and-those made under the authority alike of this 
Government and that of the British Government. 
I think it is a subject important to the interest of 
every portion of this country, and in a very pecu- 
liar manner to the interests of. very many of the 
States of this Union. 
thorize the Secretary of the Senate to purchase a 
Sufficient nambet of copies for the use of the 
, I have left the number blank, and E now 
move, sir, that the resolution be referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands, with the accompany- 
ing specimens of books. The number of copies, 
&c., may be determined by the committee. 

Mr. COOPER. Irise, sir, only to state that I 
have examined the work of Professor Johnson, 


and find that it contains a great deal of very valu- | 


able information upon the subject of coal. In it, 
as has been stated by the honorable Senator from 
Arkansas, [Mr. Borianp,] the various coal re- 


| gions of the British North American provinces not 


only are treated of, but also the coal bas been an- 
alyzed with respect to its quality; and he has as- 
certained the cost of mining and transportation 


| from the various parts of the United States, and 
| from England to the British provinces, where it 
is to be sold. 


S He has also examined various spe- 
cimens of coal, produced in various parts uf this 
country, with their comparative merits as a fuel. 
I think, therefore, that the Senate would derive 
important information from the book; and I hope 
that the proposition will be favorably received by 
€ { simply rose to express my con- 
currence in the views expressed by the honorable 
Senator from Arkansas, [Mr. Boruanp.] 

The resolution was referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 


On motionby Mr. FOOTE, the Senate proceeded 
to the consideration of Executive business, and 
after some time so spent, the doors were re- 
opened, and— 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, January 31, 1850. 


The House met at 12 o’clock. The Journal of | 


yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, said the mem- 


of business to transact with the various Depart- 
ments for their constituents. With the view, there- 
fore, to enable them to do so, and to enable the 
committees to attend to the press of business be- 
fore them, he moved that when the House adjourns, 
it be ull Monday next. 

A demand was made for the yeas and nays on 
this motion; which were ordered, when 


Mr. STANTON withdrew his motion, at the | 


suggestion of 

Mr. WOOD, who rose and submitted to the 
House the following remarks: š 

Mr. SPEAKER: Í rise to perform the mournful 
duty of announcing to this House the death of one 
of its members, my immediate predecessor on this 
floor. 

The Hon. Rupotpnus Dickson, a Represent- 
ative from the Sixth Congressional District of the 
State of Ohio, departed this life, in this city, on 
the 20th day of March last. 

Mr. Dickinson was born at Whately, Massa- 
chusetts, on the eighth day of December, 1789. 
He graduated at Williamstown College, and soon 
after emigrated to the State of Ohio, where he es- 
tablished himself in the practice of law, at Lower 
Sandusky, now Fremont; which continued to be 
the place of his residence until the period of his 
deceage. By the successful practice of his profes- 
sion and other pursuits in which he engaged, he 
acquired a competent estate. For several years 
he was a member of the Board of Pablic Works 
of Ohio, and in 1846 was elected by the people of 


his Congressional District to represent them in | 


this branch of the National Legislature, in which 
he served through the last Congress, and was re- 
elected, at the time of his death, to the present. 
My relations with the deceased were of the 
most intimate and friendly character. | knew shim 
long, and well. In the discharge of official duty, 


in business transactions, and in all the relations of 


life, he was distinguished for his energy of char- 


The proposition is to au- | 


acter, great sagacity, strict integrity, prudence, 
and judgment.. Seldom engaging ih an enterprise 
without a careful examination of all its details, he 
was enabled to foresee its results, and was conse- 
quently eminently successful in whatever he ün- 
dertook. f , ; ; 
Inthe midst of his. honors, —with his faculties 
yet strong and unimpaired, —in. the prime of life; 
he has been taken from among us, and has gone 
to that bourn from whence there is no return; 
and where neither the voice of censure nor ap- 
plause can reach him in his last dreamless repose: 

As a husband and father he possesed in an emi- 
nent degree those bright and shining qualities 
‘which distinguish men in their private and social 
relations of life. Inthe year 1827 the deceased 
was united in marriage to Miss Margarette Beau- 
grand, of Lower Sandusky, the daughter of a 
highly respectable French gentleman, who settled 
there several years previous to the extinction of / 
the Indian title in that country. Fortunate in his 
domestic as in his social relations, his home was 
the favored abade of happiness and peace: 

No effort of mine, and no eulogy that I can pro- 
nouncé upon this floor, will fill the void in the 
widowed heart of the affectionate wife and devoted 
mother, or cause the smile of joy and gladness to 
brighten the faces of his orphan children; | must 
commend them to a higher source for consolation 
in their bereavement. 

May He who ‘tempers the wind to the shorn 
lamb?’ extend his providential care to those who 
are thus deprived of their protector and friend. 
Let us whosurvive profit by the example which 
has been furnished us, of the uncertainty of life, 
and of the necessity of always being prepared for 
its close. 

Mr. Speaker, as a mark of respect for the mem- 
ory of the deceased, I offer for adoption the fol- 
lowing resolutions: 

Resolved, ‘That the House have heard with deepand un- 
feigned regret of the death, in this city, of the Hon, Runor- 
puus Dickinson, a member of the last Congress, and 
member elect to the present Congress from the sixt Con- 
gressional district of Ohio. 

Resolved, As a testimony of respect for the memory of the 
deceased, the officers and members of this House will wear 
ihe usual badge of mourning on the Jeft arm for thirty days. 

Resolved, That the Clerk forward to the family of the de~ 
ceased a copy ef these proceedings. 


Resolved, That the House, as a further mark of respect 
for the memory of: the deceased, wil) now adjourn. 


The resolutions were unanimously adopted, 


|| morrow, at twelve o'clock. 3 


PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions were presented under 
the rule, and appropriately referred: 


By Mr. PHOENIX: The petition of Edmund Dexter for 
cancellation of transportation bond. 

By Mr. STANTON, of Kentueky: The memorial and 
proceedings of a public meeting of officers and soldicra 
of the fate war with Great Britain, beld at Richmond, Mad- 
ison county, Kentucky, praying bounty lands for all those 
who served in that war, 

Also, the memorial of Sani Pike, and seventy. five other 
citizens of Maysville, Kentucky, asking the reduction ot the 
rates of postage to two cents for every haif ounce of prepaid 
matter. 

Also, certain additional papers in the case of the applica- 
il tion of the heirs of Colonel Holt Rideson, for remuneration 
for the revolutionary services of their ancestors, 
| Also, the memorial and proceedings of a public meeting 
of the old soldiers of the war of 1819, at whieh General 
| Thomas Metcatte presided, held at Franktort Kentucky, 
! asking for the passage of a law granting bounty tands to the 
|| officers and soldiers who served in the Jate war with Bng- 
|i land in the year 1812, 

‘| By Mr. CLEVELAND: The petition: of I N. Gates 
H| and others, for a uniform rate of postage of two cents, and 
1, the petition of David N. Cobnen and twenty-four others, 
i| for the same purpose; which were referred to the Commit- 
| tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. $ $ 
i} Also, the petition of Prndence Doan, for French spoli- 
| ations. Referred to the Committee on Conmmerce. 

| By Mr. HOWE: The petition of Williaw Dickey, of 
|; Lawrence county, Penusylvania, praying Congress to ahol- 
| ish slavery and the stave trade in the District of Columbia. 
| Referred to the Committee for. the District of Columbia. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. PHELPS gave notice on Wednesday Jast that on t0- 

morrow he would ask leave to introduce bilis with the fol- 
Jing titles 3 $ 
M Eain the courts of the Uni ed States to adopt 
ractice of the State courts In civ ee : 

henne ranting to the State of Missouri the tight of way 
and a donation of publie lands tor making a railroad froin 
Lexington; 0n the Missouri river, to Ohio city,at the mouth 
of the Ohioriver in said State, , i , 

A bill granting to the State of Missouri the right of way 
anda donation of public lands for making 4 railroad from 
Independence to Forsyth in said State. 


k +j n r AE $ it 
bers of the House were charged with a great deal | And the House adjourned, accordingly, wie 


$ 
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IN SENATE. 
Tuurspvay, January 31, 1850. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, made in reply to a resolution of 
the Tth instant, requesting all the official corre- 
spondence since the 4th March last between the 
Government and its military authorities at Santa 
Fé, or with the authorities of the State of Texas, 
rélating to the boundary, &c. me 

The message and accompanying documents 
were ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a communication from. the Department of War, 
made agreeably to law, showing. the names and | 
salaries of all persons employed in the several 
branches of the War. Department; which was or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

The motion to’ print was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr: PEARCE presented a petition of citizens 
of Frostburg, Maryland, urging a reduction of the 
rates of postage; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. CLARKE presented two petitions from 
citizens of Rhode Island, asking a reduction of the 
rates of postage; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented the memorial of 
F. W. Jobson, asking compensation for his servi- 
ces in carrying the mail; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. JONES presented a memorial of citizens of 
Iowa, asking the establishment of a mail roate 
from Bloomington, in that State; to: Prairie du 
Chien, in Wisconsin. . 

Also, a memorial from citizens of the same State, 
asking the establishment ofa mail route from Sab- 
ula to Cascade; which several memorials were re- 
ferred to the Committe on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. BORLAND presented a memorial of citi- 
zens of Arkansas, asking the establishment of a 
mail route from Rockport to Murfreesborough, in 
that State; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. . 

Mr. DOUGLAS presented a mergortal of citi- - 
zens of the United States residing in the valley of 
the northwestern lakes, asking the adoption of 
measures for acquiring the right to the navigation 
of theriver St. Lawrence, ard setting forth that the 
advantages of this navigation are altogether too 
numerous to present in a petition, and that no 
public measure could be devised that would so in- 
vigorate business, give confidence and energy to 
both agriculture and commerce, enhance the value 
of property and labor, and increase the productions 
of the country, as that herein suggested. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 


RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. 


_Mr. YULEE submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 7 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be directed to in- 
form the Senate what length of time was occupied in the 
transportation of the mail between New York and New 
Orleans on each trip either way during the year 1849, and 
how many failures on the said route occurred during the 
said year. 

Mr. BALDWIN submitted the following: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instruct 
ed to inquire intg the expediency of providing by law a sal- 
acy for the collector of the enstoms for the port and district 
of Middletown, Connecticut. 4 

Mr. DOUGLAS submitted the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolred, That the Committee on Military, Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing, on the 
usnal emigrant fine from the Missouri river to the South 
Pass of the Rocky Mountains, a sufficient movable military 

force to protect all emigrants to Oregon and California. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the bill for the re- 
lief of Joseph P. Williams, reported back the 
same, with an amendment, accompanied by a re- 
port in writing; which were ordered to be printed. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the bill in relation to donations of Jand to 
certain persons in the State of Arkansas, reported 
back the same with an amendment; which was or- 
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Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the memorial of Charles Byrne, praying 
interest on money paid to the United States for 
land to which the Government could give him no 
title, submitted an adverse report; which was or- 
dered to be printed. Í 
_ Also, from thè same comittee, to which were 

referred the several petitions of registers and re- 
ceivers of the land offices, asking additional com- 
pensation for the entries of military bounty land 
warrants, asked to be discharged’ from the further 
consideration of the same, a bill having already 
been reported; which was agreed to, . i 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, from the Committee 
on Commerce, to which were referred the resolu- 
tions of the Legislature of Michigan in relation 
to the construction of a ship-canal around. the 
Falls of Niagara, asked to be discharged from the 


agreed to. 
Mr. RUSK, from the Committee on the Post 


petition of Nathaniel Kuykendall, reported a bill 
for his relief. 

The bill having been read a first time— 

Mr. RUSK. 
intrusive to the Senate to ask that the bill be taken 
up and acted upon at the present time. 
has been reported three times unanimously to the | 
Senate, by the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post roads, and it has passed the Senate three | 
times, but has been lost in the other House. It | 
is a clear case and a just claim, and l hope the | 
unanimous consent of the Senate wiil be given to ! 
take it up now. 


second time, and was considered as in Committee 
of the Whole, and reported to the Senate. 

The question was then stated, Shall it be ordered | 
to be engrossed for a third reading? 

Mr. RUSK. I desire to make an explanation, 
which is simply this. On the mail route from a 


separate routes. There was only one continuous 
| line, however, and they were let out by the Post- 
master General on a contract to have the mail car- 
ried in two-horse post-coaches. The three routes 


came the contractor for one route on this continu- 


post-coach at two thousand dollars*per annum, 
with the privilege in the contract, on the part of 
the Postmaster General, if more speed was needed, 
to increase to four-horse post-coaches. On the 
ends of the line, his route being in the middle, 
the contract was accepted for carrying the mail in 
four-horse coaches. In addition to carrying the 


possible to carry in the two-horse coaches the 
passengers brought on the other routes in four- 
horse coaches. 
sentations made to him, and seeing that he could 
not carry it on, he increased his team to four 
horses, ands came on here to the Department to 
report that he had done so. He was told that the 
Department would take it into consideration, but 
they never did, and he was not informed that the 
whole amount would not be allowed. After the 
expiration of his contract, the whole line was let 
| out to a contractor having four-horse post-coaches. 
The committee have added, not what he claimed, 
and what he showed he might be possibly entitled 
to under his contract, but what the bid was for 
the succeeding service, when it was carried by 
four horses on the same line. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, and was subsequently read a third 
time and passed. 


RECAPTURE OF FUGITIVE SLAVES. 


further consideration of the same; which was | 


Office and Post Roads, to which was referred the | 


I hope it will not be considered | 


The bill |! 


There being no objection, the bill was read a | 


point in Virginia to Parkersburg there are three || 


were let out separately, and this individual be- | 


ous line, agreeing to carry the mail in a two-horse | 


mail, this individual contracted to carry passen- , 
gers coming on the route; but it was found im- | 


Then, in consequence of repre- | 


The amendment is as follows:~ 


Strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert the fol- 
lowing: : 
That, for the purpose of enabling the citizens of one State 
or Territory to reekim fugitives from service or jubor, who 
have already or may hereafter escape into some other State 
or Territory of the United States, as provided for by the 
third clause of the second section of the fourth article of the 
Constitution of the United States, itis hereby made the duty 

of the judges of the several district courts of the United - 
States, and of the judges of the superior courts of the organ- 
ized Territories, as soon as may be convenient after the 
passage of this act, to appoint, in the exercise of a sound 
discretion, from among the several persons who may for the 
time being hold office under the Government of ihe United 
States, any number of commissioners, not exceeding three, 
in each county within their respective Districts and Territo- 
ries of the United States, and to cause such appointments 
to be made out and certified, under their hands and the seals 
of their respeclive courts, authorizing and requiring such 
commissioners to administer all necessary oaths, to examine 
witnesses, and to hear and determine all cas ng under 
the said clause of the Constitution and the provisions of this 
act, concurrent with the jurisdiction bereby conferred upon 
the judges of the circuit and district courts of the United 
States, in their respective circuits and districts within the 
several States, and upon the judges ofthe superior courts of 
the Territories, severally and collectively,in term time and 
vacation; and to grant certificates to such claimants, upon 
satisfactory proof being made, with authority to take and 
remove such fugitives from service or labor, under the re- 
strictions herein contained, to the State or Territory from 
whieh such persons may have escaped or fled. 

Sec. 2. Beil further enacted, That it shall be the duty of 
al marshals and deputy marshals to obey and execute all - 
warrants and precepts issued under the provisions of this 
act, Within their respective districts, when to them directed 5 
and the better to enable th id commissioners, when thus 
appointed, to execute their duty faithfully and efficiently, in | 
conformity with the requirements of the Constitution of the 
United States aud of this aet, they are hereby authorized 
and empowered, within their conntics respectively, to ap- 
point, in writing under their hands, any one or more suitable 
persons, from time to time, to execute all such warrants and 
other process as may We issued by them ih the Jawful per- 
formance of their respective duties; with authority to. such 
commissioners, or the persons to be appointed by them, tu 
execute process as aforesaid, to summon and call to their 
aid the bystanders, or posse comitatus of the proper county, 
when necessary to ensure a faithful observance of the clause 
| ol the Constitution referred to, in conformity with the pro- 
visions of this act; and all good citizens are hereby com- 
manded to aid and assist in the prompt and efficient execu- 
tion of this law, whenever their services may be required as 
aforesaid for that purpose. 

Suc. 3. Be tt further enacted, That, when a person held to 
service orlaborin any State or Territory ofthe United States, 
| under the laws of such State or Territory, has heretofore or 
shall hereafter escape into another State or Territory of the 
United States, the person or persons to whom such ser- 
vice or labor may be due, or his, her, or their agent or attor- 
ney, duly authorized, by power of attorney, in writing ac- 
knowledged and ecrtified, under the seal of soine legal officer 
or court of the State or Territory, in which the same may be 
executed, may pursue and reclaim such fugitive person either 
by procuring a warrantfrom some one of the courts, judges, 
or commissioners aforesaid, of the proper circuit, district, or 
county for the apprehension of such fugitive from service or 

labor, or by seizing aud arresting such fugitive, where the 
| same can be done without process, and by taking, or causing 
i such person to be taken, forthwith before such court, judge, 
| or commissioner, whose duty itshall be to hearand determine 
! the case of such claimant in a sunnmary manner; and upon 
satisfactory proof being made, by deposition or afidavit, in 
writing, to be taken and certified by some such court, or com- 
missioner, or by other satistactory testimony, duly taken and 
certified by some court, magistrate, justice of the e, OF 
other legal officer anthorized to administer an oath and take 
depositions under the laws of the State or Territory from 
which such person owing service or labor may have es- 
caped, with a certiticate of such magistracy or otlier author- 
ity, as aforesaid, with the seal of the proper court or otficer 
thereto attached, and with proof, also by affidavit, of the 
f identity of the person whose service or labor is claimed to 
|| be due as aforesaid, that the person so arrested does in faet 
|| owe service or labor to the person or persons claiming him 
il or her, in the State or Territory from which such fugitive 
i| may have escaped as aforesaid, and that said person escaped 
into the State or Territory in which he or she was arrested, 
| to make out and deliver to such claimant, his or her agent 
or attorney, a certificate setting forth the substantial facts as 
to the service or labor duc from such fugitive to the claim- 
ant, and of his or her escape from the State or Territory in 
which such service or labor was due to the State or Terri- 
tory in which he or she ‘was arrested, with authority to 
j such claimant, or his or her agent or attorney, to use such 
|| reasonable force and restraint as may be necessary, under 
the circumstances of the case, to take and remove such 
fugitive person back to the State or Territory from whence 
he or she may haye escaped as aforesaid. In no trial or 
hearing under this act shall the testimony of such alleged 


Mr. MASON. I have in my hand a paper 
which is drawn with very great care by a gentle- 
man known to be a lawyer of much eminence, 
which paper, it has been suggested, should be | 
offered as a substitute for the bill before the Sen- 
ate in relation to the recapture of fugitive slaves. 


the Committee on the Judiciary, and, as } believe i 
| it to be a better bill than the onc before the Senate, | 


and will remove many objections made by gentle- | 


men from the northern States, | ask that it may | 


dered to’ be printed. 


be laid on the table and printed. 
The motion was agreed to. 


I have submitted it to the Senator at the head of || 


| fugitive be admitted in evidence; and the certi es in iiis 
and the first scetion mentioned shall be conclusive of the 
right of the person or persons in whose favor granted to re- 
move such fugitive to the State or Territory from which he 
escaped, and shall prevent all molestation of said person or 
persons by any court, judge, magistrate, or other person 
whomsoever, 

Sec. 4. Beit further enacted, That any person who shalt 
knowingly and willingly obstruct, binder, or prevent such 
claimant, his agent or attorney, or any person or persons 
| lawfully assisting him, her, or them, from arresting such a 
fugitive from service or labor, either with or without process 
| as aforesaid; or shall rescue, or attempt to rescue, such 
1 fugitive from service or Jabor, from the custody of such 
claimant, his or her agent or aitorney, or other person or 
persons lawfully assisting as aforesaid, when so arrested, 
pursuant to the authority herein given and declared; or 
shall aid, abet, or aseist stich person so owing service or 
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labor as aforesaid, directly or indirectly, to escape from such 
claimant, his agent or attorney, or other person or persons 
legally authorized as aforesaid; or shall harbor or concéal 
such fugitive, so ds tg prevent the. discovery aud arrest of 
such person, after notice or knowledge of the fact that such 
person was a fugitive from service or labor as aforesaid, 
shall, for either of said offeuces, be subject to a fine-not ex- 
ceeding five hundred dollars, and imprisonment not exceed- 
ing six months, by indictment and conviction before the 
district_court of the United States for the district in which 
such offence may have been committed, or before the proper 
cout of criminal jurisdiction, if committed within any one 
of the organized Territories.of the United States ; and shal 
moreover forfeit and pay, by way of civil damages to the 
party injured by such illegal conduct, the sum of one thou- 
sand dollars, to be recovered, by action of debt, in any of 
the district or territorial courts aforesaid, within whose ju- 
risdiction the said offence may have been committed. 

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That the marshals, their 
deputies, and the clerks of the said district and territorial 
courts, shall be paid for their services the like fees as may į 
be allowed to them for similar services in other cases; and 
where such services are rendered exclusively in the arrest, 
eustody, and delivery of the fugitive to the claimant, his or 
her agent or attorney, or where such supposed fugitive may 
be discharged out of custody for the want of sufficient proof 
as aforesaid, then such fees are to be paid in the whole by 
such claimant, his agent or attorney; and in all cases where 
the proceedings are before a commissioner, he shali be enti- 
tied to a fee of ten dollars in full for his services in each 
ease, upon the delivery of the said certificate to the claim- 
ant, his or her agent or attorney; ora fee of five dollars in 
eases where the proof shall not, in the opinion of such com- 
issioner, warrant such certificate aud delivery, inclusive ' 
1 services incident to such arrest and examination, to be 
paid, in either case, by the claimant, his or her@gent or at- 
torney. The person or persons authorized to execute the 
process to be issued by such commissioners for the arrest 
and detention of fugitives from service or Jabor as aforesaid, 
shall also be entitled toa fee of five dollars each for each 
person he or they may arrest and take before any such com- 
missioner as aforesaid, at the instance and request of such 
claimant, with such other fees as may be deemed reasona- 
ble by such commissioners for such other additional services 
as may be necessarily performed by him or them; such as 
attending at the examination, keeping the fugitive in custo- 
dy, and providing him with food and lodging during his de- 
tention, and until the final determination of such commis- 
sioner; and in general for performing such other duties as 
may be required by such claimant, his or her attorney or 
agent, or commissioner in the premises; such fees to be 
made up in conformity with the fees usually charged by the 
officers of the courts of justice within the proper district or 
county, as near as may be practicable, and paid by such 
claimants, their agents or attorneys, whether such supposed 
fugitives from service or labor be ordered to be delivered to 
such claimants by the final determination of such commis- 
sionets or not. 
June next. 


JUDICIAL DISTRICTS IN ARKANSAS. 


Mr. BORLAND. If it be in order, I will ask 
the Senate to take up Senate bill number 18, It 
is a bill which passed at the last session of Con- 
gress, and failed in the other House, for want of 
time for its consideration. Ft is a bill which will 
require. no discussion, and if it produces any, I 
will withdraw it. It is Senate bill number 18, a 
bill to divide the State of Arkansas into two 
‘judicial districts, 

There being no objection, the bill was taken up, 
read a second time, and considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 

Mr. BORLAND. I deem it necessary to state 
that this bill was reported some thfée or four ses- 
sions ago, but a vote was not taken directly upon 
it until the first session of the last Congress. It 
was then passed with the exception of the fourth 
section, which provides for the appointment of a 
district attorney and a marshal for the new dis- 
trict. That section was stricken out by the 
Senate, and the bill was passed with only three 
sections. At this session, the original bill was 
introduced, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and they have reported the bill with the 
fourth section added. 

The grounds on which the bill was introduced 
were, in the first place, that the arrangement pro- 
posed would be more economical to the Govern- 
ment than the present; and second, that it will be | 
a great convenience to the State of Arkansas, and | 
facilitate the punishment of crime, as most of 
the criminal cases which come before the district | 
courtin Arkansas originate in the Indian country, 
which is within the jurisdiction of that court. 
This bill provides that one session of the court | 
shall be held at Little Rock and another at Van 
Buren, on the western frontier, by which means 


| 
i 
| 


great facilities will beafforded for bringing criminals |: 


to justice, for summoning of witnesses by which 
the crime can be established and punishment 
awarded, and be a saving in the expense of carry- 
ing criminals, or those charged with crime, from 
the Indian country to the centre of the State, a 
process which now entails a very heavy expense, | 
a greater expense, it is believed, than the remain- 
ing business of the court. This will be saved to 


This act to take effect from the first day of | 


the Government by this new district, requiring a 
Court to. be holden on the western frontier. The 
bill has received the careful examination of the 
committee at several sessions, and is now reported 
without amendment. I ask that it may now be 
put upon its psssage. 

The bill was reported to the Senate and thé ques- 
tion was on its engrossment for a third reading. 

Mr. BORLAND.. I wish simply to remark 
further, that the bill does not provide for the ap- | 
pointment of an additional judge. The same judge 
will hold both courts. À Í 

Mr. BERRIEN. I was not aware that the bill į 
had been reported, and I perceive the chairman of 
the committee is not now in hisseat, and that twoor 
three other members of the committee are absent. 
I would suggest, therefore, to the honorable Sen-* 
ator from Arkansas, the propriety of allowing the 
| bill to lie over till the chairman is present. ; 

Mr. BORLAND. I would remark that the 
member of the Judiciary Committee who reported 
| this bill is now in his seat, and 1 suppose he is 
prepared to give any explanation that may be | 
desired. 

Mr. BERRIEN. I should like to hear some 
further explanation. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, I know but | 

little of the merits of this bill, except what has 
fallen from the honorable Senator from Arkansas. 
It seems to me a question of doubtful propriety 
whether this bill should be passed by the Senate. 
I understand that the object is merely to provide 
l an additional district court in that State, and that 
it makes no provision for an additional judge or an 
additional marshal. 

Mr. BORLAND, (in his seat.) That is all. 

Mr. HAMLIN. The Senator assents to what 
I understand to be the chief object of the bill. | 

It seems to me that the proper method to be | 
pursued in endeavoring to reach this case, and to 
remedy the evils which the honorable Senator 
from Arkansas would remedy, would be by pass- 
ing a bill to establish a district court at the place 
he has named, and not by passing a bill to create 
a new district; because, to my mind, it is clear and 
obvious that when you have divided that State, | 
and created an additional district, if you have not | 
now, you very shortly will have that State com- | 
ing upon you, to a moral certainty, with an ap- | 
plication for another judge and another marshal. 

Now, sir, the question arises as to whether the 
judicial matters to be decided by a district court in 
Arkansas are of that extent, whether the business 
coming before such a court for its adjudication is 
of sufficient importance, either in its kind or its | 
amount, to justify the division of that State into 
two judicial districts. I have not examined this 
matter very carefully, but, judging from what ap- 
pears on its surface, E am inclined to think that 
there are but few States in the Union in which 
additional districts are not required in a degree 
much greater than this State. i 

Now, it would seem to me that if all that the 
Senator from Arkansas desires is the holding of a 
court at this point, a bill might be introduced 
making that provision without the division of the 
State into two districts. If such a bill were intro- 
duced, E would vote for it most cheerfully; but I; 
cannot consent to go for a division of the State, | 
which will render it necessary to appoint another 
judge, another marshal, and other officers through- 
out, ina very short period. 

Mr. BORLAND. As I stated, Mr. President, 
when I rose, that, if it should lead to any discus- 
sion, I would not press the consideration of this | 
bill at this time, I will therefore allow it to be || 
passed over informally, and I will answer the ob- : 
jections urged by the Senator from Maine when 
the bill again comes up for the consideration of 
the Senate. I therefore ask leave to withdraw the 
motion for the present. 

Mr. BADGER. Before the motion is with- |; 
drawn, I wish to state that personally I have noob- | 
| jection to the bill in either of the forms in which |: 


i 
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t 
| 


orable Senators from Arkansas, and the gentlemen 
on the Judiciary Committee who have reported 
this bill, to’ the inquiry how. far it is right and 
proper to put æ large additional amount. of duty 
upon the judge who presides in the district ag it 
now stands, without making a reasonable addition 
to his salary? If I understand the. purpose of this 
bill, it is to require the judge to hold. two terms 
yearly, at distant points of the State of Arkansas 
from that in which his judicial duties are now. dis- 
charged, the object of which change is to afford fa- 
cilities to. individuals and the public in the transac- 
tion of judicial business in that district, which will 
result in a large annual saving of expense to the 
United States; and, consequently, so far as I can 
see, everybody is to. be benefited—everybody to 
be relieved—a large saving is to be effected to the 
treasury, universal accommodation is to be pro- 
moted at the expense of the unfortunate gentle- 
man who holds the office of judge. And I beg 
leave also to suggest, that if the bill is to pass in 
the form in which it is now presented to the Sen- 
ate, the securing an additional compensatiom to 
the judicial officer who holds this court, expressly 
on the ground of the increase of the duties im- 
posed upon him, will have an important and salu- 
tary effect in preventing a subsequent application, 
which the Senator from Maine seems to antici- 
pate, for the appointment of an additional judge, 
marshal, and other officers. I merely mention 
this that gentlemen may think of it before the bill - 
comes up again. 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, is-this subject 
before the Senate? because, if so, I move that it 
be laid upon the table. ; 

Mr. BRADBURY. 
the motion ? 

The motion to lay on the table was withdrawn. 

Mr. BRADBURY, I only desire to say that 1 
will not interpose to prevent the bill being laid on 
the table; but when it comes up for action Í will 
be prepared to state to the Senate the’ grounds on 
which the report was made. If the Senator from 
Arkansas had consulted me beforehand, or in- 
formed me that he intended to bring this matter 
up to-day, I would have been in my seat and pre- 
pored to state the grounds on which it was made. 
| owever, when the bill comes up in its order, I 
| will be prepared to explain the action of the com- 
mittee. 

The bill was then informally passed over. 


. REMOVALS FROM OFFICE, 


Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I desire to call 
the attention of the Senate, and especially of the 
gentlemen on the other side of the Chamber, to 
the resolution which was submitted by the honor- 
able Senator from Maine, [Mr. Bravsury,} some 
days since, calling on the President to communi? 
cate certain papers to the Senate in relation to re- 
movals from office. The honorable Senator from 
Maine has made a speech on the subject, and it 
has gone to the country, and Í desire to know 
when it is the purpose of honorable Senators on 
the other side of the Chamber to allow us an op- 
portunity to make some observations in reply to 
that speech? ; 

Mr. BRADBURY. I desire to. say to the hon- 
orable Senator that it was my expectation, when 
the resolution was up and under consideration a 
few days ago, that the debate would have contin- 
ued until action was had upon the resolution; but, 
sir, that was not the case. I have been anxious 
to have it brought under the consideration of the 
Senate at as early a day as possible; but, sir, it 
was desired by some gentlemen opposite, when I 
was about to call it up a few days ago, to allow it 
to be postponed until Monday next. I have only 
to say that the sooner the subject is brought under 
the consideration of the Senate, the better it will 
suit me; and 1 hope that some éarly day will be 
fixed for it; indeed, | would like to,have the sub- 
ject brought up this morning, that a short time 
might be occupied in ils discussion, and, if it be 
agreeable to the Senate, I will move.that the reso- 


Will the Senator withdraw 


‘it has been spoken of. If there is such an accu- 
mulation of business, or if the inconveniences in 
| other respects are so great as to require the estab- || 
| lishing of new locations for holding these courts, 
: £ would be perfectly willing to vote for their estab: 
i lishment; or if, from the whole facts of the case, |: 
it should appear necessasy to create a new district, 
I should have no objection to vote for a bill estab- 
lishing an additional district. 

But I wish to call the attention of the two. hon- 


i 


lution be now taken up. a2 

Mr. DICKINSON: [hope it will not be done, 
for the floor was assigned to-day to the honor- 
able Senator from Virginia, (Mr. Honrer,] to 
speak on the resolution of the honorable Senator 
from Michigan, [Mr. Cass.] 

Mr: SMITH. I did-not desire that the resolu- 
tion should come up for discussion to-day, Mr. 
President, but Í would submit to the Senate the 
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propriety of making a special order of this reso- 
lution, As there are already special orders for 
Monday and Tuesday, | would propose Wednes- 
day. next. 

Mr. KING. I am opposed to this course of 
proceeding, which is becoming so common in the 
Senate, of making every matter, great or small, a 
special order, and assigning forit a particolar day. 
By such a made of procedure we embarrass our 
‘proceedings, and we prevent the dispatch of our 
business in the ordinary way. How many special 
orders have we now, sir, overriding each other? 
We have so many that they obstruct our business, 
for we cannot getat any question on the general cal- 
erfdar until these special orders are disposed of. It 
appears to me that if the Senate would pursue the 
course which has been usual heretofore, of making 
special orders of such subjects only as are of great 
magnitude and importance, and which gentlemen Í 
might desire to come prepared to discuss, we 
should get on much more speedily with our busi-., 
ness, and examine the subjects with greater care 
than by making so many special orders. $ 
` Mr. BUTLER. The Senate, a day or two 
since, adjourned over ona special order at my | 
suggestion, and [ must insist, as it is before the 
Senate, that it be disposed of before I can acquiesce 
in any other special order that may come in con- 
flict with it. My friend from New Jersey (Mr. 
Davron] would have addressed the Senate yester- 
day} had he not been indisposed, on the bill in re- |! 
lation to the enforcement of that part of the Con- | 
stitution which provides for the surrendering of || 
fugitive slaves. My friend from Virginia has the i 
floor to-day on a subject which will come up at 
oneo’elock. After he shall have made his remarks, 

Į shall insist on calling up that order; and I beg 
further to state, that after 1 shall have heard all the 
views in relation to that bill, suggesting amend- 
ments, one way or the other, I pledge myself to |! 
acquiesce in any reasonable amendment which || 
shall meet the concurrence of the Senate, and I j 
will endeavor to pass the bill at as early a day as || 
possible. | 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I hope, sir, 
that in this struggle for precedence of business, it 
wilt not be forgotten that this day was assigned by 
the Senate to take up the census bill, which is, 
perhaps, quite as pressing a matter as the resolu- | 
tion which is now proposed to be made a special 
order. Some of the gentlemen on the other side 


i 
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| funeral honors were paid to him by the Senate. At 


i nal of the Senate of the proceedings of Tuesday, 


j that they tender to the relatives of the deceased the expres- 


that the Senate adjourn. 


special session of March last, that the death of 
Mr. Dickinson was announced by my colleague, 
[Mr. Cuase.} On that occasion the customary 


the present time I will merely ask the Secretary to 
read the proceedings and the resolutions then 
adopted by the Senate. 

The Secretary read the following from the Jour- 


the 20th of March, 1849: 

“The Presipent pro tempore laid before the Senate a | 
letter (rom THomas J.CaMPBELL, Clerk of the House of 
Representitives, stating that the Hon. RUDOLPHUS DICKIN- 
SON, late a member of the House of Representatives of the 
United States from the Siate of Ohio, departed this life in 
Washington this moruing, at 5 o’clock, and that his funeral 
ceremonies will take place from the Hall of the House of 
) Representatives to-morrow, at 12 o’clock, meredian: which 
} Was read. Whereupon— 

« Mr, Case submitted the following resolutions, which 
were considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

& Resolved, unanimously, Thatthe members of the Senate 
have received with deep sensibility the imiormation of the 
death of the Hon. Repotrues DicKrxson, late a member of 
the House of Representatives of the United States and a 
member elect of that House from the State of Ohio, and 


sion of their sympatby iu this afflicting bereavement. 

© Resolved, That the members of the Senate, as a mark 
of respect forthe memory of the deceased, will attend bis 
funeral to-morrow, at 12 o’clock, and wear crape on the lett 
arm for thirty days. 

“ Resolved, As a further mark of respect for the memory 
of the deceased, that ibe Senate do now adjourn, 

“ Whereupon the Senate adjourned.” 


Mr. CORWIN. Mr. Presidant, | now move 


Mr. KING. Oh, I hope not. 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, will the Senator 
from Ohio withdraw his motion fora moment. 1 
take leave, with the permission of the Senator 
from Alabama, (Mr. Kina,] to say, that, whilst I 
hope I am as little wanting as any human being 
in a desire to pay suitable respect to the memory 
of those who have departed this life, especially 
persons who have been co-laborers with us, L 
really think that this occasion furnishes a suitable 
opportunity of saying that Congress has hereto- 
fore carried this matter too far. 

Mr. BUTLER. Much too far. 

Mr. CLAY. lt seems to me, sir, that if a mem- 
ber of Congress dies here during the session in 
the midst of his labors, and in our own presence, 
sympathy, duty, every consideration conspires to 
urge upon us the propriety of paying to his remains 
the last respect that can be bestowed upon them; 


seem anxious, very anxious, to pursue another | 
course to-day, and | have yielded to them, but with i 
the hope and expectation that 1 may not be sup- 
planted and driven out of court. 1 give up this | 
day ta the gentleman, and after that f hope he will 
take up nothing more, but help me to take up this |i 
census bill and go on with it ull it is finished. 

Mr. BUTLER. I shall certainly allow the | 
census bill to be taken up at as early a day as 1 | 
can consistently with my duty to the other bill, i; 
and the object of the honorable Senator therefore ji 
wonld be attained by this bill being taken up im- } 
mediately after the honorable member from Vir- 
ginia has made his remarks. 

Mr. SMITH. Lentirely concur in the remarks |: 
made by the honorable Senators from Alabama ; 
and South Carolina, that this principle of making |; 
special orders of resolutions and propositions of || 
every variety of character, having a short debate 
on them and then laying them on the table and 
proceeding to the consideration of some other sub- 
ject, and so on indefinitely, taking no vote on 
anything whatéver, is calculated to delay and em- 
barrass the public business to a very great degree. 
I shall, therefore, not insist on the motion which 
l have submitted to the Senate, and I trust that 
the Senate, at some convenient and early day, 
will allow me to address some observations to the 
Senate in answer to the speech of the honorable ! 
Senator from Maine, | 

The motion was accordingly withdrawn. 


OBITUARY. 
The following message was received from the 


i 
i 


I withdraw the motion. i 


i tion of the public business of the country. 


| considerations of public duty seem to me to de- 


i sion. 


| why repeat the ceremony now? If there be, as I 


| occasion for what has been done—I say it with all 
| respect and deference to the other nouse—if there 
; was no occasion for what has been done there, 
| still less is there occasion for anything being done 


but if he dies in the vacation, when Congress is 
not in session, remote from us, and especiaily in 
the midst of his family, I confess to you that 1 have 
seen, and seen with much regret, for years past, a 
circumstance of that kind made the occasion for 
the adjournment of both Houses, and the interrup- 
I do 
not think it is necessary. I think that whena 
member dies in the midst of us here during the 
session, we should bury bim in a Christian-like 
manner, and attend his funeral; but if he dies be- 
fore the session has commenced, weeks and months 
before the session has commenced, in the bosom of 
his family, surrounded by his own neighbors, no 


mand of us to take any notice of the event, how- 
ever much we may regret it. lam glad that this 
occasion furnishes me an opportunity for making 
these remarks. : 

Now, with regard to the case before us. It oc- 
curred last session. The House was not in ses- 
The Senate was. The Senate was informed 
of it, and the Senate took occasion to pay all suit- 
able and proper respect to the memory of the de- 
parted. What! Are we to bury the unfortunate 
gentleman twice? The Senate adjourned then— 


think, under all these circumstances, there is, no 


here, having done what we did, and discharged all | 


House of Representatives by Mr. Campbell, their 
Clerk: 

“Mr. President, I am directed to inform the Senate of the | 
decease of the Hau, Roponpuus Dickrxgon, a member 
elect of the present Congress, and the proccediags of the 
House this day adopted thercon.?? 


: ; : ji 
The Secretary having read the resolutions of | 
the House of Representatives 


Mr. CORWIN. It will be remembered by those | 


members of the Senate who were present ‘at the |) 


| the duties which belonged to the occasion at the 
|| last session. 

|i I hope, therefore, that my friénd from Ohio, 
ji whom 

ii than to stop short of the marks of respect to the 


| our duties. 


have no doubt is anxious rather to exceed, 


memory of his deceased colleague, will feel that it 
is not necessary to urge the adjournment of the 
Senate, and that we will be allowed to go on with 


Mr. CORWIN. The honorable Senator from | 


: 


Kentucky has very rightly apprehended my feel- 
ings.and the motives which prompted me to make 
this motion. I was well aware of all that had 
taken place in reference to this matter, and my 
views, I must say, entirely correspond with those 
expressed by the honorable Senator from Ken- 
tucky. In consideration, however, of the adjourn- 
ment of the House of Representatives, and the 
announcement of that fact to the Senate, I thought 
it was due to the feelings of the relatives of the 
deceased member, as well as due to the House of 
Representatives, that their resolution should be no- 
ticed in some way by the Senate; and f made the 
motion to adjourn simply with the view of elicit-. 
ing the opinions of more experienced members of 
Congress than myself. I may now be permitted 
to say that I am satisfied with what has already 
been done, and I will not press the motion. 

The motion was accordingly withdrawn. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. PEARCE, 


Ordered, That the papers on file in the Senate in the case 
of Caleb Swann be referred to the Committee on Claims. 

On motion by Mr. YOLEE, 

Ordered, That the memorial of John Tucker, on the fites 
of the Senate, be referred to the Commitiee on Claims. 


DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH AUSTRIA. 

Mr. FOOTE. I tise to call for the special order 
of the day, as the usual hour has now arrived. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The special order 
of the day is the bill reported by the Senator from 
Massachusetts, providing for taking the census, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. If. considera- 
tion of the circumstances which occurred when 
this subject was up before, I agreed that it should 
be passed over, on the understanding that it should 
be taken up at an early day. If necessary, I will 
move that it be made the special order of the day 
for Monday next; but, if not, | now give notice 
that I will call it up on that day. 

Mr. FOOTE. [Í now move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the resolution offered 
some time ago by the Senator from Michigan, in 
relation to the suspension of our diplomatic rela- 
tions with Austria. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate was 
addressed by Mr. HUNTER, Mr. FOOTE, and 
Mr. SMITH, whose remarks will be found in 
the Appendix. : 

Mr. BERRIEN next obtained the floor, but 
yielded to a motion to proceed to the consideration 
of Executive business. 

On motion, it was ordered that when the Senate 
adjourns it adjourn to Monday next. 

‘The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
Executive business; and, after some time 80 en- 
gaged, the doors were reopened, 

And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE.OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, February 1, 1850. 


Mr. THURSTON rose and said: Mr. Speaker, 
I take the liberty this morning of intruding myself 
on the House, for the purpose of asking it to do 
me the personal favor of allowing me, by unani- 
mous consent, to introduce a resolution, ‘The 
resolution proposed to be introduced is one look- 
ing to the extinguishment of the Indian tiile to all 
that part of Oregon Territory lying west of the 
summit of the Cascade Mountains; for the re~ 
moval of the Indians now inhabiting that section. 
of the Territory to some point east of those moun- 


| tains, and for creating the officers requisite to at- 


tend properly to Indian matters in that country. 
This resolution will cause no debate; butif agreed 
to, will go to the Committee on Indian Affairs as. 
the basis of their action on the subject. L hope, 
sir, the House will do me the favor to allow the 
same to be read and agreed to. 

The resolution was then read for information, 
and was adopted, as follows: 


Resolved, That tle Committee on Indian Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making appropri- 
ations tor the extinguishincnt of the Indian utte to ali that 
part of Oregon Territory lying west of the summit of We 
Cascade Mountains, and fur tie removal of the Indiaus 
thereof, to some point east of those mountains. 

Also, that said committee be further instructed to inquire: 
into the. propriety of creating a Superintendent of tadian 
Affairs, aud vesting the auifority im said superintendent 
now exercised by the Governor of said Territory. 

Also, that said committee be further instructed to inquire 
what number of Indian agents will be required in said Ter- 
ritory for the proper management of the Indians thereof, 


and the propriety of providing for the same by law. ij 
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Mr. BOWLIN asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to introduce a bill, of which notice had 
been givena month.ago, namely, a bill to grant to 
the States of Missouri and Arkansas certain 
swamp lands in said States, for the purpose of re- 
claiming them, and increasing the value of the 
lands in the vicinity thereof. 

The title of the bill having been read for inform- 
ation, objections were made. 

So the bill was not introduced. 

Mr. SIBLEY asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to introduce certain bills, of which pre- 
vious notice had been given. A 

Objections were made. 

Mr. CROWELL asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to introduce a bill, of which (he 
said) he had given notice on the first day on 
which notice could be given after the commence- 
-ment of the present session. 

Objections were made. 


ELECTION OF CHAPLAIN. 


Mr. VAN DYKE moved that the House pro- 
ceed to the execution of the order heretofore 
adopted providing for the election of chaplain. 


MAPS AND VIEWS. 


Mr. HAMMOND asked Mr. Van Dyre to 
withdraw his motion for the present, to enable 
him to make a report from the Committee on En- 

raving. | 

The SPEAKER said, that the Committee on 
Engraving had power under the rules to report at | 
any time. The motion made by the gentleman | 
from New Jersey, [Mr. Van Dyxe,] would be 
the first in order after the report of the Committee 
on Engraving sbould have been disposed of. 

Mr. HAMMOND remarked that it was neces- 
sary that the committee should have the power to 
make the contract, if they were to contract for ; 
them in time for the engravings to be furnished to 
the printer. The report and resolution were read 

“aa follows: 

«(In pursuance ofa resolution heretofore adopted | 
by this House, the Committee on Engraving re- 
spectfully report, that they advertised for proposals | 
for engraving and lithographing the maps, draw- | 
ings, views, &c,, accompanying the President’s 
message, in newspapers printed in Boston, New 
York, Philadelphia, Baiumore, and Washington, 
and that from the bids received they are of the 
opinion that the whole may be published at a cost 
of from $13,000 to $18,000. The committee, there- 
fore, recommend the adoption of the following res- 
olution: Š 

Resolved, That the Committee on Engraving be and they 
are hereby authorized to contract for engraving the maps, 
drawings, and views, accompanying the Presidents mes- 
saga, provided that the cost sliall not exceed the sum of 
18,000. i 

The resolution having been read, and the 
Speaker having stated the question to be on the 
adoption thereof. ; 

Mr. HALL rose to inquire what these maps 
were. He had not scen them, and he supposed |j 
that other gentlemen had not. . 

Mr. HAMMOND said that it would afford him 
pleasure to reply to the inquiry of the gentleman 
from Missouri, [Mr. Harr.] The resolution here- 
tofore submitted by the Committee on Engraving | 
designated all the maps and views proposed to be 
engraved. They consisted of thirty-one maps, (ac- 
companying the President’s message, ) principally 
geological, of mineral lands in the northwestern 
parts of the country, and of twenty-four drawings 
and views illustrating the country described in | 
these maps. There were also some three or four | 
maps and drawings accompanying the Report from i 
the War Department. All these maps were. par- | 
ticularly named in the papers before him, but he | 
supposed that the recapitulation of them now 
would occupy too much of the time of the House. i 
The Committee did not suppose that they would 
be required to pay so much as eighteen thousand | 
dollars, bat they believed that they would have to 
pay at least thitteen thousand dollars; and they de- || 
sired thata margin of some four or five thousand {| 
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dollars should be left, that they might contract for 


the work so that-it might be done in the proper 
manner and within suitable time. ; 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said he 
thought that at the last Congress there was a prop- 
osition to engrave some land maps.. He did not 
know what progress had been made in them, nor 
what the cost of the work would be. Rumor, 
however, said that the amount was large. He 
desired to know, wherein these maps differed from 
those ordered at the last Congress, and what the 
cost of the latter would be. 

Mr. HAMMOND said that the committee had 
not deemed it their duty to look into any other 
matters connected with orders made by the last 
House of Representatives. The maps to which 
the resolution referred, accompanied the Presi- 
dent’s message, and were, he (Mr. H.) believed, 
made in pursuance of a law which had been 
passed some years ago. He did not know that he 
had anything more to say on the subject. He be- 
lieved the committee had done all they could do 
to have the work done at as cheap a rate as pos- 
sible. That was all. 

i Mr. MASON called for the reading of tlre reso- 
ution. 

Mr. HAMMOND hoped, he said, that the re- 
port also would be read. 

The reportand resolution wereaccordingly read. 

Mr. WINTHROP said he certainly did not 
rise to oppose the adoption of the resolution, but 
he desired to call the attention of the House and the 
country to facts which were involved in it. They 
were now, he believed, in the ninth week of the ses- 
sion, and they were just now adopting a resolu- 
tion authorizing the Committee on Engraving to 
contract for the publication of the maps, charts, 
and plates belonging to the President’s message; in 


| other words, the contract was still to be made, the 


work was still to be executed, and the volume con- 
taining these maps was yet to be bound, and he 
supposed by the time they should get ready 
to adjourn over for the purpose of. putting down 


| the carpets for the midsummer; when they should 


have got through all the business connected with 


this document, and when the President’s message 


should be worth as much as so much waste paper, 
it would then be ready for the benefit of their con- 
stituents, and for the benefit of the post office, to 


be franked, in cumbrous documents, to all parts. of 


the country. Now, this was not entirely a new 
thing. He did not intend to throw the responsi- 
bility of this state of things upon. the Committee 
on Engraving, or upon anybody in particular. 
The blame attached to all who had voted for the 
contract system. He did not recollect whether he 
himself was among the number. 

Butit did seem to him that in view of the interests 
of Congress and of the country that this contract 
system ought to be revised, if not absolutely re- 
pealed. He was perfectly willing to take the re- 
sponsibility of allowing the public printing to go 
into the hands of the editor of the Union, (if there 
were a majority in his favor,) or of any othereditor 
or proprietor of a newspaper, if the House could 
only get the documents in season for their daily use 
It was perfectly absurd—the manner in which the 
printing was performed. He had his attention, a 
week ago, called to an advertisement in a Boston 
paper, that the Committee on Engraving of the 
House were ready to contract for the engraving 


| and printing of the maps, plates, &c., accompany- 
ing the President’s message. 


He had no disposi- 
tion to complain if the committee were disposed to 
give to his constituents the opportunity to make 


what was- to be made out of the execution of this || 


work, but he wished to call the attention of the 
House to the fact, that out of this little penny-wise 


land pound-foolish contract system—out of the 
| pitiful question, whether the publication of these || 
| documents was to costa few dollars more or less— 


they were to be delayed to the middle or the end 
of the session for the President’s message. 

He most earnestly hoped the House would take 
this matter into seriogs consideration, and in some 
way devise a plan by which they should have the 


documents belonging to their daily legislation at }} 
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the time they were engaged in that legislation, and 
not until weeks and months afterwards. ae 

_ Mr. CARTER said he was in favor of sustain- 
ing the resolution reported by the Committee on 
Engraving. We are'told by the chairman’ of the 
committee that the maps contemplated by the res- 
olution are chiefly illustrative of the geology of the 
northwest, and necessary to the intelligibility of 
the accompanying documents of the President’s 
message. He was in favor of the publication of 
these documents, with their illustrations, for the 
same reasons that, upon a former occasion, he had 
voted for the largest number of the report on com- 
merce and navigation. He held that the public 
treasure is well expended in disseminating among 
the people a knowledze of the current condition 
and substantial interests of the republic, whether 
the information relates to the natural history or 
political condition of the country. This resolution 
recommended itself especially ‘to his support, for 
the reason. that the maps proposed by it are said 
to develop, to a very considerable extent, the min- 


the great Northwest. If so, their publication is 
important to the Government in facilitating the sale 
of the public domain, and very important, indeed, 
to the vast multitude of western emigrants who are 
annually exploring that region, with the view of 
fixing their future homes. He was nota little ser- 
prised to find the resolution opposed by the distin- 
guished gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Winrurop,] after having, on a former occasion, 
emphatically urged upon our support the publica- 
tion of the geography of the Atlantic coast, as im- 
ortant to the commercial interests of the country. 
hese maps sustain the same relation to the west 
jand the western emigrant that the coast survey 
and the maps thereof bear to the seaman. ‘The 
one points the mariner to a port of safety; the 
other directs the western farmer to his home. — 
| In the course of his remarks Mr. C. yielded for 
|| purposes of explation to 
| Mr. WINTHROP, who said he wished to be 
allowed to correct an error into which the gentle- 
| man from Ohio had fallen. The honorable gentle- 
| man had certainly very greatly misapprehended 
| him (Mr. W.) if he had understood him to op- 
| pose the engraving, or the printing, of any num- 
ber of these maps which the Flouse might sec fit 
toorder. Elis complaint had: been that they were 
not printed more seasonably;. that by a pitiful 
system of economy they had postponed: the: en- 
graving and the printing of these maps until they 


that the House did not, in a liberal spirit, employ 
a public printer, or enter into some arrangement 
which should insure the printing of these maps, 
and the delivery of the document upon the tables 
of the members of the House, in sufficient num- 
bers, within a reasonable time from its being sent 
in by the Executive. z 
Mr. CARTER. Did not I understand the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts to say that he was op- 
posed to the engraving of these maps? 

Mr. WINTHROP. Notat all. 

i Mr, CARTER said he had misunderstood the 
|| gentleman, then. He had supposed, and most 
| gentlemen in that quarter of the hall, he believed, 
| had supposed that the gentleman ) makin; 
|| an argument in discouragement of the printing of 
|| these maps, when he had told the House that the 
document, when it came forth, would not be worth 
‘| so much white paper. 

i Mr. C. having concluded— 7 

Mr. FOWLER, a member of the Committee 
on Engraving, said he would offer afew remarks, 
for the purpose of showing that the delay of this 
‘| engraving, complained of by gentlemen, was in no 
|| degree imputable to the committee, and that there 
are good and sufficient reasons for adopting the 
| resolutions. they have introduced. 

As to the delay complained of, Mr. FOWLER re- 
marked, that the committee, at an early day in the 
session, reported a resolution in favor of engra- 
ving the maps, drawings, &c., accompanying the 
President’s message and other Executive docu- 
ments. That resolution was objected against by 


|| eral wealth of the hitherto unexplored geology of * 


had lost all, or very nearly all, their value ; and. 


had been making © 
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the table. 
taken from the table, and recommitted, with in- 
structions to ascertain, by such means as the com- 
mittee might judge best, and report to the House 
the probable cost of the engravings. 

‘The committee thus instructed, forthwith caused 
notice to he issued in several of the large cities, as 
far. as Boston, asking for proposals from’ such 
artists as chose to submit them. 

These proposals were to be made within a lim- 
ited time. That. time having expired, the commit- 
tee met yesterday, and on opening and examining 
the proposals, prepared and submitted the resolu- 
tion now-before the House. This is a succinct 
and veritable narrative of this matter. Now, Mr. 
Speaker, I submit it to the House whether, if un- 
necessary delay be imputable to any persons, any 
share of it should fall upon the committee. Tam 
sure the facts just stated must convince every gen- 
tleman that all practicable dispatch in the matter 
has been used. And now as to the reasons for 
adopting the resolution. . 

That the members of this House may act un- 
derstandingly, it should be known and considered 
what has been done to make this engraving neces- 
sary. 

Sir, our predecessors, looking with a large heart- 
edness, that every generous mind must commend, 
to the public interest as connected with the public 
domain, made provision for the survey of the 
western lands and lakes and rivers connected with 
the mineral localities. The twenty-eighth Con- 
gress appropriated twenty thousand dollars for 
surveying, with reference to mines and minerals 
in that portion of Michigan south of Lake Supe- 
rior, * under the special direction of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, and such rules and regulations 
as he may prescribe.’ 

The twenty-ninth Congress, in the year 1846, 
appropriated thirty thousand dollars for surveying 
the copper region of Michigan, Wisconsin, and 
Towa, with reference to mines and minerals. 

In 1847 an additional appropriation of fifty- 
thousand dollars was made for the same purpose. 
The thirtieth Congress in 1848 appropriated one 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars for surveys; a 
part of which (say thirty-six thousand dollars) 
was for the purpose before stated. And in 1849 
an additional sum-of sixteen thousand dollars was 
voted for completing the surveys, Thus one hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars, let. it be remem- 
bered, have been expended in procuring these sur- 
veys. And the work is now being completed. 
The surveyors and geologists have made their 
reports to the Secretaries, who have communicated 
them with their annexed documents. 

The true question now before us, Mr. Speaker, 
is, shall the work, undertaken and prosecuted at 
such an expense and for the furtherance of the 
public interests, be made available by publication? 
You must print these reports, and engrave and 
publish these maps and drawings, or neither the 
Government nor the people will reap the least 
benefit from the liberal expenditures that have 
been made. ` 

Sir, the wisdom and forecast of making the sur- 

veys, is not now the matter before us. That mat- 
ter was examined and disposed of by our prede- 
cessors. They caused the surveys to be made. 
We are simply to decide whether or not we will 
authorize their publication. On this question, I 
am sure that every member of this House who 
will duly consider the resolution, and what it pro- 
poses shall be done, will give it his ready support. 

Mr. HAMMOND desired to say a word in re- 
ply to the gentleman from Massachusetts. He 
knew nothing of the expediency of having the en- 
graving of this House done through the agency of 
acommittee. The plan suggested by the gentle- 
man may be better. But no delay in the engraving 
has occurred by default of this committee. In 
pursuance of the 104th rule of this House, the 
committee long since reported a resolution asking 
the authority to contract for the engraving neces- 
sary to accompany the President’s message. But 
the House declined at the time to grant this author- 
ity, and exhibited a determination not to grant this 
authority until it should Know what the expense 
would-be likely to amount to. The committee, 
therefore, asked that this resolution should be re- 


individuals alone should have the opportunity of | 
being benefited by the contracts which are to be | 
The committee have | 
thrown the door open to all, so far as their action : 
The House, however, have the power | 


made by this committee. 


has gone. 
to correct their error, if one has been made. 


If there has been unnecessary delay, the House | 
It would have been more fair if: 
taken ! 


has caused it. 
those who now complain of delay had sooner 
a course upon this floor to prevent it. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said, while | 


this subject of maps was under consideration, he 


desired to call the attention of the House to a reso- ; 


lution which had been adopted at the last Con- 
gress. He read from the Journal: 


Mr. Corramer, from the Committee on Public Lands, re- | 
ported the following resolution ; which was read, consid- | 


ered, and agrecd to, viz: 


Resolved, That there be prepared, by the procurement of : 


the Clerk, for the use of this House, and the Committee 
thereof on public Lands, a map of the Public Jands in each 
State, showing the state of the sarvey, and aiso what has 
been sold; and that the same be prepared under the super- 
vision of the Commissioner of the General Land Office; 


‘and that the said maps be revised and extended after each 


session of Congress. 

That resolution (he said) had been adopted at 
the last session without any discussion, assuming 
that the Committee on Public Lands had considered 
it maturely, and that it was practicable to carry it 
jntoexecution. Since that time—he wished to call 
the attention of the Committee on Public Lands to 
the subject—he had been told (with what truth he 


was not prepared to say) that a large expenditure || 
It | 


had been incurred in preparing these maps. 
was an enormous undertaking—to make maps, ac- 
curate maps, of some fifteen States of this 
showing the amount of lands unsold in each State. 
He had risen not for the purpose of interfering 
with the business before them, but for the purpose 
of calling attention to the resolution, and of giving 
notice that he would at the carliest opportunity— 


when it was in order—offer ‘a resolution instruct- | 


ing the Committee on Publie Lands to enquire into 


the expediency of rescinding or modifying the res- | 


olution of the Jast session; which he had read. 


Mr. COBB, of Alabama, said he had happened | 


to be a member of the Committee on Public Lands 
during the last session of Congress, and he was 
now informed that the maps to which the gentle- 


man from Mississippi [Mr. Tompson] alluded, ; 


were nearly ready, and would be delivered in a 
very short time. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, said he did not 
know what the expense of the maps ordered 
by the resolution of the Committee on Public 


Lands at the last session had to do with the report | 


of the Committee on Engraving. There was no 
proposition before the House to print or to engrave 
these maps—none at all. When that question 
came up it would be the appropriate time to dis- 
cuss it. 


maps; the honorable gentleman from Massachu- 


i setts [Mr. Wrvrnrop] had not at all objected, as 


The 


he (Mr. E.) understood, to the printing. 


gentleman had only contended that hereafter it |) 
The ` 


should be done in the appropriate time. 
whole point was, that it should be done as soon as 


it could. These maps had always heretofore been | 


engraved. Nobody proposed to put an end to 


„this system at all. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, [Mr E. yield- 
ing for explanation,] said, as the gentleman fram 
Maryland seemed to have Jooked into this matter 
somewhat, he desired the gentleman to inform the 
House, if he were aware of the fact, how much the 
preparation ofthat map had cost the Government? 
or how much, if carried through as provided by 
the resolution, it would cost the Government. 

Mr. EVANS (continuing) replied that he did 
not know anything about the cost of the map as 


ordered by the. resolution of the Committee on 


nion, | 


His colleague, the chairman of the Cam- : 
mittee on Engraving, [Mr. Hammonp,} had re- | 
ported a resolution for the engraving of certain | 


The gentleman from Missouri 
i! the chairman of that Committee, [Mr. Bowiy,] 
had once informed him (Mr. E.,) that that map 
‘| would cost $20,000; he had heard from another 
source that it would cost $40,000. The gentleman 
from Mississippi [Mr. ‘lHompson] had said it 
would cost $80,000. But certainly there was no 
proposition now under consideration to print that 
map. The whole question was whether they 
would adopt the resolution from the Committee on 
Engraving. Such a resolution had always hereto- 
fore been adopted. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, (in his seat.) 
I have no objection to itat all. 

Mr. EVANS, concluding, said he did not know 
that by doing so the publication of the President’s 
message would be delayed Jonger now than it had 
bean in former years. This was not a new state 
of things. As he did net see the propriety of get- 
ting into a long debate on the sabject, he would 
move the previous question, He however with- 
drew it at the request-of Mr, Mc Winurm, and on 
pledge of its renewal. ; 

Mr. MeWILLIE stated, that he did not intend 
to detain the action of the House on the resolution 
onder consideration; but that, as chairman of the 
Committee on Printing, he felt it his duty to make 
a few remarks, more especially as the conduct of 
| the contractor for the public printing had been 
drawn into the discussion; and from remarks made, 
it might be inferred that the printing of the Presi- 
dent’s Annual Message and accompanying docu- 
ments had been improperly delayed. + He thought 
it due to the contractor to say, that he has under- 
stood, from reliable sources, that the President’s 
Message with accompanying documents is print- 
ed, with the exception of. the report of the Secre- 
tary of the Interior, and that they will be ready 
for delivery so soon as the necessary plates which 
accompany them are delivered to him by the Com- 
mittee on Engraving. In this view of the matter 
no blame attaches to the printer of this House. 

Mr. McW. further remarked, that he would state 
for the information of the Committee on Engra- 
ving, that the President’s Message and accompa- 
nying documents will make two volumes; and 
the first volume will contain all but the report of 
the Secretary of the Interior; and that the engra- 
ving of the plates for the first volume has already 
been executed for the*Senate, and that the, first ` 
volume is ready for delivery to the Senate. In 
this state of the matter, he would suggest that both 
time and money would be saved by having the 
printing of the maps of the first volume of the 
House document printed by the, engraver of the 
Senate. 

Mr. McW. further remarked that, while he had 
the floor, he would state, for the information of 
|| the House, that he was informed by the printer 
i| that the calendar had been regularly furnished on 
Fridays, and the orders of business on Mondays, 
since the organization of the House, and gener- 
ally that the printing was in the usual state of for- 
wardness, and that the documents of the members 
would generally be found in the document room, 
subject to the order of members. And further, 
that it was not usual, nor Was it expected, that he 
should place a journal of the preceding day’s busi- 
ness on the table of each member. It was scarcel 
possible for the printer to do this, as he would be 
| obliged to obtain it from the Clerk, who could 
scarcely by possibility furnish it in time to be 
printed for the daily use of the House. 

Mr. McW. remarked that each member of the 
i| House could, if he desired it, have a journal of the 
; previous day’s business, sufficiently accurate for 
iall practical purposes, by ordering the Congres- 

i sional Globe to be placed upon his table, and he 
i had understood that this was in fact the reason 
; why each member was allowed twelve copies of 
t 

t 

| 

| 


that paper. 

Mr. HARALSON demanded the previous ques- 
‘i tion. : 
i There was a second. The main question was 
i ordered, and having been taken, the resolution 
was adopted. 


ELECTION OF CHAPLAIN. 


The SPEAKER said that the question now be- 
fore the House was on the mation of the gentle- 
man from New Jersey, [Mr. Van Dyke,] that the 
Flouse proceed to the execution of the order here- 
! poe adopted in relation to the election of Chap- 
‘ fain. 
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The question having been taken and decided in 
the affirmative, 

_The House proceeded to vote for Chaplain 
VVA voce. . 

The SPEAKER said. that the. Clerk would 
report the names of gentlemen who had been 
heretofore nominated. f 

» Mr. SAVAGE made the point of order that the 
election of Chaplain should be postponed until the 
first Monday of March, 1851—the day to which 
the election of Postmaster and other officers had 
been postponed. If the Chaplain was an officer 
of the House, he was included in the resolution 
of postponement heretofore adopted, and his 
election must take the same course as that 
directed in the case of the other officers. If he 
was not an officer of the House, then the House 
would be doing a business which they had no 
right to do in proceeding to elect him. The reso- 
lution embraced all the officers. 

The SPEAKER said he had no difficulty in 
overruling the point of order. j 

Mr. MeMULLEN inquired of the Chair 
whether the Committee on the Judiciary had 
made any report on the petitions heretofore re- 
ferred to them on the subject of the election of 
Chaplains to Congress. 

The SPEAKER said that, so far as the:Chair 
was informed, thè committee had not yet made 
any report. 

Mr. McMULLEN desired to know the reason 
why no report had been made. 

The SPEAKER said that no debate on this or 
any other matter was now in order, as the House 
was proceeding to elect a Chaplain. 

_ Mr, McMULLEN moved that the House ad- 
ourn, 

7 The House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. McMULLEN moved that the election of 
Chaplain be postponed until the first Monday in 
March. 

The SPEAKER. In the opiriion of the Chair, 
the motion is not in order until the House has 
proceeded with the election. The House has de- 
cided that it will proceed to the election, and some 
action must be taken before a motion to postpone 
can be entertained, 
~ On motion by Mr. LITTLEFIELD, it was re- 
solved that when the House. adjourns, it adjourn 
to meet on Monday next. y 

The SPEAKER said that the nominations for 
Chaplain, which were made on the 24th uit., would 
be read by the Clerk. They were read, as fol- 
lows: 

By Mr. Crowerr—L., F. Morgan, Methodist 
Episcopal. f 

By Mr. Venasre—R. W. Cushman, Baptist. 

By Mr. NeweLL—L. S. Beebe, Presbyterian. 

By Mr. WiLson—R. R. Gurley, Presbyterian. 

By Mr. R. H. Srawron—Levi R. Reese, Meth- 
odist Episcopal. 

By Mr. Moore—H. S. Porter, Central Presby- 
terian. - 
By Mr. Hisparp—Orville Dewey, Unitarian. 

By Mr. McCusnninp—William T. Boyakin, 
Baptist. 

By Mr. R. W. Jounson—Henry Slicer, Meth- 

odist Episcopal. 

By Mr. Porrer—J. B. Donelan, Roman Cath- 
olie. : 

By Mr. T. L. Harris—Wm. Crow, Baptist. 

By Mr. F. P. Sranron—C. C. Conner, Baptist. 

By Mr. Unpernitt—Henry Neal, Congrega- l 
tionalist. . 

.By Mr. Hovsroy—John Brooks, Society of 

Friends. 

By Mr. MceLananan— Geo. H. Coffee, Metho- 
dist Episcopal. N 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, said he would 
withdraw the name of the Rev. Mr. Slicer. He 
had nominated the gentleman without his knowl- |) 
edge and consent, which he thought he should |; 
have obtained first. 

Mr. POTTER withdrew the name of the Rev. || 
Mr. Donelan. i 

Mr. PARKER nominated the Rev. George W. 
Mitchell, of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Mr. McLANABAN withdrew the name of the 
Rev, Mr. Coffee. . 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, withdrew the 
name of the Rev. Mr. Conner. 

Mr. | 


Mr. SWEETSER renominated the Rev. 
Morgan, of the Methodist Episcopal Church. | 
The SPEAKER appointed Messrs. CROWELL, 'i 


Mec NEWELL, and PARKER to act as tel- 
ers; ii, T : ; 
The roll was then called the first time, and the 
tellers reported that 186 votes had been cast; ne- 
cessary to achoice 94; of which 
The Rev. Robert W. Cushman received ..41 
The Rev. Ralph R. Gurley....-.........38 
The Rev. L. F. Morgan ................33 
The Rev. Levi L. Beebe ....0+05.00005. 24 
The Rev. Orville Dewey .......08 cece eB 
The Rev. Wm. F. Boyakin....-....256. T 
The Rev. Wm. Crow..... 
The Rev. Levi R. Reese.....ceecseseeeee 3 
The Rev. Geo. W. Mitchell.......-22-2. 2 
. The Rev. Geo. H. Coffee ...... se ceeeeee 1 
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The following is the vote in detail: 

For the Rev. Mr. Gurley—Messrs. Bingham, Booth, Bowie, 
Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, Joseph P, Caldwell, 
Clingman, Howell Cobb, Dimmick, Dixon, Nathan Evans, 
Fowler, Giddings, Gott, Gould, Houston, Howe, Jackson, 
John A. King, MeKissoek, Robert M. McLane, Morehead, 
Morton, Nelson, Otis, Outlaw, Peaslee, Peck, Phoenix, Put- 
nam, Risley, Rumsey, Silvester, Taylor, Vinton, White, 
Wilmot, and Winthrop. 

For the Rev. Mr. Beebe—Messrs. Briggs, Brooks, E. C. 
Cabell, Calvin, Casey, Clark, Cole, Conger, Diekey, Doty, 
Duer, Hay, Hebard, J. G, King, Preston King, Meacham, 
Pitman, Potter, Rockwell, Spalding, Strong, ‘Toombs, Van j 
Dyke, and Wildrick. 

For Rev. Mr. Cushman—Messts. Alston, Andrews, Ashe, 
Averett, Bayly, William J. Brown, Buel, Burrows, Chandler, 
W. R.W. Cobb, Coleock, Daniel, Disney, Duncan, Dunham, 
Featherston, Hammond, Holliday, Holmes, Howard, Kauf 
man, George G. King, Job Mann, McDonald, McGaughey, 
McQueen, MeWillie, Millson, Morris, Morse, Orr, Phelps, 


> 
Powell, Seddon, Shepperd, Jacoh Thompson, Jas. Thomp- 
son, Thurman, Venable, Wallace, and Woodward. 

For Rev. Mr. Morgan—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, 
Bay, Boyd, Alibert G. Brown, Carter, Cleveland, Corwin, 
Crowell, Deberry, Fitch, Gorman, Isham G. Harris, Samp- 


son W. Harris, Haymond, Hilliard, Hoagland, Inge, Andrew 
Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Leffler, Mason, Matteson, Me- 
Mullen, Meade, Sackett, Savage, Schermerhorn, Sprague, 
Sweetser, William Thompson, Walden, and Watkins. 

For Rev. Mr. Dewey—Messrs. Baker, Campbell, Alex. 
Evans, Fuller, Goodenow, Grinnell, Henry, Hibbard, Julian, 
Daniel P. King, Littlefield, Horace Mann, Root, Sawtelle, 
Schenck, Stetson, Waldo, and Wilson, 


For Rev. Mr. Boyakin—Messrs. Bissell, J. Cable, Green, į 


Hall, Hubbard, Richardson, and Young. 

For Rev. Mr. Porter—-Messrs. Breck, Freedley, Gentry, 
Halloway, Hampton, Marshall, Jones, James L. Johnson, 
MeLanahan, Finis E. McLean, Moore, Ogle, Robbins, Jas. 
B. Thompson, and Williams. 

For Rey. Mr. Recse—Messrs. George A. Caldwell, Kerr, 
and Richard H. Stanton. 

For Rev. Mr. Mitchell—Messrs. Edmundson and Parker, 

For Rev. Mr. Crow——Messrs. Albertson, Harlan, Thomas 
L. Harris, and Robinson. 

For Rev. Mr. Coffee—Mr. Frederick P, Stanton. 


No choice. 

Mr. McMULLEN moved that the further exe- 
cution of the order be postponed until the first 
Monday in March. 

The motion was rejected. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, withdrew the 
name of the Rev. Mr. Reese; and 


Mr. HARRIS, of Hlinois, withdrew the name of || 


the Rev. Mr. Crow. 

The roll was then called the second time. The 
tellers reported that 183 votes had been cast; ne- 
cessary to a choice 92; of which 

Rev. Mr. Gurley received....s.0++00654 009 

Rev. Mr. Cushman. ...cesceceseeeeeeee 45 

Rev. Mr. Morgan. ...ececccreeee cee eee 36 

Rev. Mr. Dewey ...-ceeeceseeecec eves hb 

Rev. Mr. Porter. .cceccrececreeeccrere cel 

Rev. Mr. Beebe. ...eecsececeeeeeerecccell 

Rev. Mr. Boyakin ssaereseesressreeeere O 


183 

Mr. MOORE withdrew the name of the Rev. 
Mr. Porter. 

The roll was then called the third time. The 
tellers reported that 184 votes, had been cast; ne- 
cessary to a choice 93; of which 

Rev. Mr. Gurley received. 

Rev. Mr. Cushman. -eses 


. Rev. Mr. Morgan... ssceececsreceeerees 30 
Rev. Mr. Dewey. .cecsscccencrecteees 3 
184 


The following is the vote in detail: 

Fou Rev. Mr. Gurley—Messrs. Andrews, Rayly, Bingham, 
Bissell, Booth, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Buel, Chester 
Butler, T. B. Butler, E. C. Cabell, J. P. Caldwell, Caivin, 
Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chandler, Clark, Cleveland, Cling- 
man, H. Cobb, Cole, Conger, Dickey, Dimmick, Dixon, 
Duer, A. Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freediey, Gentry, 
Gerry, Giddings, Goodenow, Gorman, Gott, Gould, Grin- 
nell, Halloway, Hampton, Harlan, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, 
Henry, Houston, Howe, Jackson, James L. Johnson, Julian, 
Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. King, 


John A. King, Preston King, Littlefield, Marshall, McKis- 
sock; Robert M. McLane, Pinis E: Mclean, McMullen, 
Meacham, Meade, Millson, Moore, Morehead, Morse, Mor. 
ton, Nelson,. Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Peadlee, Peck, Phoenix, 
Pitman, Potter, Putnam, Richardson, Risley, Robbins, 
Rockwell, Rumsey, Sackett, Sawtelle, Schenck, Schermer-” 
horn, Silvester, Spalding, Alexander H. Stephens, Strong, 
Taylor; John B. Thompson, Thurman, Toombs, Van Dyke, 
Venable, Vinton, Waldo, Watkins, White, Wildrick, Wil- 
mat, Wilson, Winthrop, and Wood. “4 

For Rev. Mr. Cushman-—-Messrs. -Albertson, Alston, 
Averett, Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown,- Burrows, 
Coleock, Daniet, Disney, Duncan, Dunham, Edmundson, 
Featherston, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Foli- 
| day, Howard, Hubhard, Inge, Robert W. Johnson, Kauf- 
man, Leffler, Job Mann, McDonald, McGaughey, McLana- 
han, Me Willie, Morris, Orr, Parker, Phelps, Powell, Robin- 
son, Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, 
Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, Walden, Wallace, and 
Woodward. : : 

For Rev, Mr. Morgm—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, 
Ashe, Bay, Joseph Cable, G. A. Caldwell, W. R. W o 
Corwin, Crowell, Doty, Fitch, Green, Hall, Isham G. Harris, 
Hibbard, Hilliard, Hoagland, Andrew Johnson, Jones, Ma, 
son, Matteson, McQueen, Savage, Shepperd, Spragne, 
Sweetser, William Thompson, Williams, aud Young. ` 
| For Rev. Mr. Dewey—Messrs. Hammond, Horace Mann, 
Root, and Stetson. 


The Rev. Mr. Guruzy was then declared b 
the Speaker to have been elected. . 

A motion was made to adjourn. à 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, expressed a wish 
to have the rules suspended, to enable gentlemen 
to introduce on leave bills of which previous no- 
tice had been given. ses 

The motion was ruled not to be then in order 
pending the motion to adjourn; which motion was 
put and carried in the affirmative. 

And the House adjourned till Monday next. 


PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions were presented under 
i the rule, and appropriately referred : 


On motion by Mr, FULLER, it was ordered that the pe- 
tition and memorial of Hannah Weston, of Jonesboro’, 
widow of Josiah Weston, ia the county of Washington, 
may be taken from the files of the House and referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. ` 

By Mr. FOWLER: The petition of Martha and Ann 
Chase, of Somerset, Massachusetts, praying for indemmuities 
for French spotiations prior to 1800. Referred to the Com- 
| mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. MANN, of Massachusetts: The petition of Messrs. 
Little & Brown, and 28 other bookselling firms in Boston, 
Massachusetts, praying for cheap postage. 

Also, the petition of O. W. Cooley aud 31 others, of Do- 
ver, Massachusetts, for the same object. 

Also, the petition of the Ladies’ Benevolent Society of 
Dover, Massachusetts, for the sume object. 

Also, the petition of Eliab Whitman and 102 others, of 
North Bridgewater, Massachusetts, for the same object. 
| By Mr. BUTLER, of Connecticut: The memorial of 

Mark Tucker and 52 others, praying a reduction of postage. 
Referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. fad we "i 

By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of © B. Wick, A. D. 
Jacobs, and others, citizens of Mahoning county, Ohio, 
praying tbe reduction of postage on prepaid leiters to two 
cents. 

By Mr. FITCH : The petition of certain citizens of Lo- 
| gansport, Indiana, asking A reduction of postage to two and 
a balf cents per half ounce on prepaid Jetters. 

By Mr. PECK : The petition of the Vermont Mutual Fire e 
Insurance Company, for the reduction of postage. 


By Mr. WALDO: The petition of John Turnbull and 189. 
others, citizens of Tariffville, Connecticut, asking for a 


reduction of the present rates of postage, making the same 
uniform at two cents per jetter of one half ounce weights 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. me 

Also, the petition of Allen Kellogg and 25 others, citizens 
of the town of Vernon, Connecticut, for the same object; 
which had a simitar reference. ie 

By Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee: The petition of sun- 
dry citizens of Carter county, Tennessee, praying the estab- 
lishment of a mail route from Elizabethton, Tennessee, to 
Stoekville, North Carolina; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Oftice and Post Roads 

Also, the petition of Fanny Moody, asking a back pen- 
į sion; which was referred to the Committee on Revolution- 
| ary Claims. 
| By Mr. P 
| other cit 
i of post 
| 
i 


POTTER: The petition of J. J. Green and 53 
ens of Defiance county, Ohio, for the reduction 
and the establishment of uniform rates thereof; 
l which was referred to the Committee oh the Post Office 
'! and Post Roads. P 
| Also, the petition of Seth Doubleday and others, eitiaehe 
| of Cooperstown, New York, for a reduction of the rates 0 
i postage. : ' 
oot ir. BROWN, of Mississippi: The memorial of Clin- 
‘ton Knight & Co. in relation to a contemplated improve- 
i ment in the Potomac river in the District of Columbia. 
Referred to the Committee ob the District of Colum big. 

By Mr. DUNHAM: The petition of Captain William 
Duerson, for pay for services as Assistant Quartermaster 
to the first regiment of Kentucky Volunteers, and for other 
purposes. Referred to the Committee of Claims. i > 

By Mr. HAMPTON: The petition of R. Miller, and 50 
others, citizens of Pittsburg, for cheap postage. Referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. CONGER: The petition of W citizens of Homer, 
Cortland county, New York, for the establishment of the 
rate. of, postage on prepaid letters at two cents per half 


ounce. 


$ 
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tz not exceeding half an ounce in weight may i 


age an te 
hed at lwo cents. H 
H 


be establis 
Also, the like petition of S.C. Holden and 40 others, of 

* Geriesee county, New York. y i 
By Mr. UNDERHILL: The petition of Slocum Howland | 
and 59 other citizens of Cayuga county, New York, in fa- | 
i 
\ 


vor of reduction of postage to two cents, prepaid, for half an 
ounee, for any distance. i 
On motion by.. Mr. BUTLER, of Connecticut, it was or- 
dered. that the papers in the ease of Isaac Downs, be taken ! 
from the files and referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 


sions. * | 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpar, February 4, 1850. | 
TheJournal of Friday was read and approved. | 


ROADS IN MINNESOTA. 


Mr. SIBLEY asked the unanimous consent of | 
the House to introduce a bill, of which previous | 
hoti¢e had been given. The title of the bill was | 
read for information as follows: “A Bill for the | 
construction of certain roads in the Territory of | 
Minnesota. ”? 

No objection having been made, the bill was | 
read ‘twice by its title, and, on motion by Mr. } 


i 
i 
H 
i 
t 


Sipuey, was referred to the Committee on Roads į 
and Canais. 
TERRITORY OF MINNESOTA. i 


Mr. SIBLEY also asked leave to introduce a ' 
bill, of which previous notice had been given, and | 
the title of which was read, (for information,) asa ; 
‘© Bill for the benefit of the Territory of Minne- i 
sota.” i 

Mr. PUTNAM inquired of the Speaker what | 
the regular order of business was? | 

The SPEAKER said that the regular order of | 
business was the call of the States for resolutions. | 

Mr. PUTNAM called for the regular order of | 
business... ; ` i 

So, objection being made, the bill of Mr. SısLer | 
was not introduced. f 


RESOLUTIONS, &c. 


The SPEAKER announced the regular order of | 
business. 


SLAVERY IN THE TERRITORIES. 


And the first business in this order was the res- 

` olution heretofore offered by Mr. Roor,—upon 

which resolution the previous question had been 

demanded; and tellers on that demand had been 
ordered, `> 

Mr. ROOT suid he supposed that he might 
modify the resolution before the previous question 
was ordered. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman might mod- 
ify the resolution, if he pleased, at any time before 
the vate was taken. 

Mr. ROOT said, he desired to modify the reso- 
lution by striking out the words “Sierra Nevada 
Mountains,’ and inserting the word ‘California;”? | 
so as to read “ east of California. ”? 

The resolation was accordingly modified. 

Mr. ROOT then renewed the demand for the 
previous question. | 
Mr. GORMAN rose to inquire of the Speaker, 
whether it would be in order to amend the resolu- 

tion by striking out all after the resalving clause? 

The SPEAKER said, the motion was not in 
order pending a demand for the previous question. į 

The resolution, as modified, was then read as 
follows. i 

Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be instruet- 
ed toreport to the House, with as lite delay as practicable, 
a bill or bills providing for a territorial government er gov- 
ernments for all that part of the territory ceded io the United 
Biarea by Mexico by the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, lying | 
eastward of California, and prohibiting slavery therein. 

Mr. GORMAN inquired of the Speaker wheth- 
era demand had been made for the previous ques- 
tion? 

The SPEAKER assented. 

Mr. HILLIARD rose to inquire of the Speaker 
how the resolution came before the House at this 
time? Heretofore, resolutions of this character, 
when the House adjourned, pending their consid- > 
eration, had taken their place in the ordinary rou- | 
tine of business. H 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman from Ala- : 


bama [Mr. HILLIARD] was mistaken as to the || 


rules and practice of the House. Whenever the ; 
States were called in their order for resolutions, | 
and the House adjourned, pending action on any | 
résolution which might have been offered, that ` 
Tesolution came up as the first business in order | 


‘tain what the disposition of the House was as to | 


| called) stated that he had paired off with Mr. 


whenever resolutions were again called for. When | 
the. States were last called for resolutions, the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Roor] had offered the 
resolution now before the House, and had demand- 
ed the previous question upon it. Pending the 
demand for the previous question, the House had 
adjourned. $ 

Mr. HILLIARD. Do I understand the Speaker | 
to say, that such has been the practice of the 
House heretofore? 2 

The SPEAKER. The invariable practice, so 
far as the Chair is informed. : 

Mr. HARALSON said that the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Roor] having made an alteration in 
the resolution since the vote was taken (on a form; 
er day) to lay the resolution upon the table, he | 
submitted to the Chair, whether it would not now 
be in order again to move that it be laid on the 
table. {f that motion was in order, he would 
make it. He submitted that it would be in order, 
because the resolution had undergone an essen- 
tial alteration since the previous motion to lay it | 
upon the table had been decided. 

The SPEAKER. A motion to lay the resolu- | 
tion on the table is in order. | 

Mr. HARALSON. Then I make it. \ 

Mr. ROOT asked the yeas and nays on that | 
motion; which were ordered. H 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, appealed to the | 


gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Hararson] to let |: 
the vote be taken directly on the demand for the || 
previous question, and that the House might thus | 

i 


| 
be brought directly to the consideration of the i 
resolation, | 

Mr. HARALSON, in reply, said, that his ob- | 
ject in the motion he had submitted was to ascer- 
acting on this subject. His own desire was to 
dispose of it in the most summary way possible. 

The SPEAKER. These remarks are out of! 
order. Does the gentleman withdraw the motion į 
to lay on the table. | 

Mr. HARALSON withdrew it. 

Mr. VENABLE renewed it. 

Mr. ROOT asked the -yeas and nays; which | 
were ordered. 

Mr. GOODENOW called for the reading of the 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER called upon the House to ob- 
serve order, that the resolution might be under- 
stood by the members, and that the necessity of so 
frequent calls for its reading might thus be pre- 
vented. 

The resolution was then again read. 

Mr. WILLIAMS rose to inquire of~the Chair, 
whether the gentleman from Ohio (Mt. Roor] had 
so modified his resolution as to include California? | 

The SPEAKER. The resolution has been re- į 
ported to the House and the House must judge of 
the terms. The Clerk will read the resolution. 
All debate is out of order. 

Mr. ROOT. It excludes California. 

T'he resolution was then again read. : 

And the question ‘ Shall this resolution be laid || 
upon the table?” was then taken, 

Before the result was announced, 

Mr. HOAGLAND (his name having been 


Newer, of New Jersey, who had been called | 
home by the sickness of his wife. | 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, who had been į 
called out of the House on business for a few mo- 
ments, and who, consequently, was not in his seat 
when his name was called, asked the unanimous 
consent of the House to be allowed to record his 
vote. 

Mr. ROOT. It never is allowed. 1 object. 

So Mr. Jounson’s vote was not recorded. He 
remarked, that if permitted to record it, he should | 


have voted in favor of laying the resolution on i 
the table. |! 
Mr. MeWILLIE made a similar request. || 
Objection was made. f 
Mr. MeWILLIE moved that all members who |! 
had entered the Hall whilst the roll was being | 
called, should be allowed to vote. z 
The SPEAKER. That motion, or any other 
will require unanimous consent. i 
Objections were made. 
Mr. McLEAN, of Kentucky, preferred a simi 
lar request in his own behalf. 
Objections were made. 
Mr. MORSE made a similar request. 
Objections were made, 


sary to make these requests. 
the House had never heretofore granted them. 

The result was then announeed—yeas 105, 
nays 75; as follows: ees 


YEAS—Messrse Albertson, Aiston, Anderson, sAshe, 
Averett, Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, 
Briggs, Brooks, Albert G. Brown, Willian J. Brown, Burt, 
Chester Butler, E. Carrington Cabell, George Alfred Cald- 
well, Joseph P. Caldwell, Clark, Clingman, Williamson R. 
W. Cobb, Coleock, Conrad, Daniel, Deberry, Dimmick, 
Dixon, Dunham, Edmundson, Featherston, Fuller, Gentry, 
Gilmore, Gorman, Hail, Hamilton, Haralson, T. G. Harris, 
S. W. Harris, T. L. Harris, daymond, Hilliard, Hottiday, 
Holmes, Houston, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, A. Johnson, R. 
W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman Jas. G. King. Juo, A. King, La 
Sere, Leffler, Job Mann, Marshall, Mason, MeClernand, Me- 
Dowell, McKissock, MeLanaban, R. M, McLane, MceMul- 
lin, MeQueen, Meade, Miller, Millson, Morehead, Morton, 
Nelson, Orr, Oudaw, Owen, Parker, Phelps, Phaaix, Pit- 
man, Richardson, Robbins, Ross, Savage, Shepperd, Stanly, 
Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Alexander H. 
Stephens, Taylor, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, John B. 
Thonipson, Toombs, Underhill, Venable, Vinton, Wallace, 
Watkins. Weliborn, Williams, Woodward, and Young—1 De 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Baker, Bingham, 
Booth, Buel, Thomas B. Butler, Joseph Cable, Calvin, 
Campbell, Carter, Cleveland, Cole, Conger, Corwin, Dickey, 
Disney, Duncan, Durkee, Nathan Evans, Fitch, Powter, 
Freedley, Gerry, Giddings, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Hao- 
way, Harlan, Hay, Hebard, Henry, Hibbard, Howe, Hunter, 
Jackson, Daniel P. King. George G. King, Preston King, 
Littlefield, Horace Mann, Matteson, McDonald, McGaughey, 
Meacham, Moore, Morris, Ogle, Olds, Otis, Peaslee, Peck, 
Potter, Putnam, Ristey, Robinson, Rockwell, Root, Rum- 
ey, Sackett, Sawtelle, Schenck, Sehermerhorn, Sil- 
vester, Spalding, Sprague, Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, 
Strong, Sweetser, Thurman, Van Dyke, Walden, Waldo, 
White, Whittlesey, Wildrick, and Wilson—75. 

So the resolution was laid upon the table. ` 

VIRGINIA MILITARY LAND WARRANTS. 


Mr. TAYLOR asked and obtained the 
unanimous consent of the House to introduce a 


sbill of the following title, and of which previous 


notice had been given: ‘A bill further to extend 
the time of locating Virginia military land war- 
rants, and returning surveys thereon to the Gen- 
eral Land Office.’ 

The bill having been read twice by its title, was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and 
ordered to be printed. 


AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION, 


Mr. DISNEY sent to the Speaker’s table the 
following resolutions, which were read: 


Whereas, the time has arrived when a just regard for the 
peace and welfare of the Republic demand not only a clear 
and accurate definition of the legislative power of the Gen- 
eral Government over the people of any Territory which 
either now belongs to the United States, or hereafter may 
be acquired by them, but also, that such a definition of that 
power shall remain asa fundamental law: And whereas, the 
power of exclusive legislation over the District of Columbia, 
as a seat of Government, is necessary ta the unembarrassed 
deliberations of Congress, and is obviously required by the 
dignity and necessities of the Government, while the fun- 
damental principles of our institutions demand that, as the 
Legislature of the District, Congress, with a regard to the 
national interest, shall obey the will of ite people tu relation 
to their domestic matters, and as no necessity can arise, 
which will demand the sacrifice of cither the power of the 
Government or the people’s rights, because they each may 
he respected, by retroceding the District, and selecting some 
other, where, by agreement, such questions may be perma- 
nently settled, and thus the interests of the Government, the 


| sentiments of the nation, and the rights of the people, be 


alike maintained: Therefore, 

Resolved by the Senate and Fouse of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That as all 
just power is derived from the consent of the governed, and 
it is the especial duty of the American people to vindicate 
this great truth, it is hereby dectared that the people of every 
separate community, whether they do or do not reside in a 


; Territory belonging to the United States, possess and have 


a native and inherent right to frame their own domestic 
laws, and to establish their own focal governments in all 
cases where the provisions of such laws and the character 
of such governments do not conflict with the provigions and 
limitations of the Constitution or the proprietary rights of 
the General Government. 

Resolved, That in order that this acknowledgment of the 
people's rights may forever remain in force, the Committee 
on the Judiciary he, and they are bereby, instructed to pre- 
pare and report to the House, with proper limitations in re- 
gard to the territorial extent of each community, a suitable 
provision for an amendment to the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States, which shall ingrift on that instrumentan expli- 
eit declaration of the foregoing principles as an organic 
law. 

Resolved, That the will of the people of the District of 
Columbia of right ought at all times to govern the action of 
Congress in relation to the existence of slavery within its 
limits. 


The resolutions having been read— 
Mr. DISNEY desired to be informed by the 
Speaker whether, if the resolutions should now 
lie upon the table, they would, as a matter of 
course, come up on the next resolution day? 

The SPEAKER said, not unless they should 
come up in their regular order. All matters, pre- 
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ary 


viously offered, in this order 
first disposed of. d 
. Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. -F will re- 
lieve the gentleman [Mr. Disney] ina moment. 
I propose to debate the resolutions. By the rule, 
therefore, they must go over, and it will be in or- 
der to debate them when we reach them. 

[A brief conversation followed between Messrs. 
THOMPSON, DISNEY, and the SPEAKER.] 

The SPEAKER.” If resolutions are introduced, 
and it is proposed to debate them, they must go 
over by the rule, and. must take their place in the 
regular order of business with resolutions lying 
over for debate. And, whenever these resolutions 
are reached, the-resolutions of the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Disney] will be taken up in their regu- 


of business must be 


lar order. 

Mr. DISNEY moved that the resolution be re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and on that motion he de- 
manded the previous question. i 
. Mr. CONGER moved that the resolutions be 
laid upon the table. 

And the question having been taken and de- 
cided in the affirmative, 

The resolutions were laid upon the table. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, asked the 
unanimous consent of the House to offer a reso- 
lution. : 

Objections were made. 


THE TERRITORIES. 


Mr. GIDDINGS sent to the Speaker’s table the 
following resolution. He would be obliged to the 
House, he said, if it would give him the yeas and 
nays on the adoption of the resolution, and he de- 
manded the previous question. 

The resolution was read as follows : 

‘Resolwed, ‘That we hold these truths to be self-evident, 
that ait mer, are ereated equal; that they are endowed by 
their Creator with the inalienable rights of life and liberty, 
and that governments are instituted to maintain these 
rights. . 

“Resolved, That in constituting government in any Terri- 
tory of the United States, it is the duty of Congress to 
secure to all the people thereof, of whatsoever complexion, 
the enjoyment of the rights aforesaid. $ 

Mr. INGE moved that the resolution be laid 
upon the table. 

The’ question was taken, and was declared by 
the Speaker to have been rejected ;— 

When Mr. ROOT demanded the yeas and 


nays. 
Mr. WOODWARD called for the reading of 
_ the resolution. 

The SPEAKER again called upon members to 
resume their seats, and to maintain order while 
the resolution was being read. 

Mr. CLINGMAN rose to a point of order. 

The SPEAKER said he would entertain no 
motion until order had been restored. 

Mr. CLINGMAN submitted that after the 
House had acted on the motion to lay on the table, 
had rejected it, and after that decision had been 
announced by the Chair, it was not in order for a 
gentleman to insist upon a second vote being 
taken by a demand for the yeas and nays. 

: Every member had a. constitutional right to call 
for the yeasand nays, but he must do so before the 
question had been determined. The House could 
not be compelled in this manner to vote a second 


me. 

l Mr. JONES suggested that the point raised by 
the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Crine- 
man] was not a question of order but a consti- 
tutional question. i : i 

The SPEAKER said, that the point of order 
was not debatable. The practice adopted by hisim- 
mediate predecessor, and in the propriety of which 
he concurred, drew a distinction between a de- 
mand for the yeas and nays and other cases. When 
a demand was made for the yeasand nays, the ques- 
tion was entertained at any time before the House 
had passed to any other business. The Chair 
entertained the motion. 

Mr. GIDDINGS asked for tellers on the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered. , 

Messrs. Roor and Savage were appointed. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Connecticut, asked for the 
reading of the resolution. nat 
re SPEAKER said, the House were dividing. 

The yeas and nays were then ordered. 

Mr. MORSE desired to be informed by the 
Speaker whether the question on the demand for 
the previous question would come up if the motlon 


to lay on the table was rejected. 


The SPEAKER: . ft will be the first question 
pending if the House refuse to lay the resolution 
on the table. 3 

Mr. MORSE. Then I hope the motion to lay 
the resolution on the table will be rejected. 

The resolution having been again read, the 
question “ Shall this resolution be laid upon the 
table??? was taken, and decided in the affirmative 
—yeas 104, nays 89, as follows: 

YEAS-—-Messrs. Albertson, Alston, Anderson, Ashe, 
Averett, Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bowdou, Bowie, Bowlin, 
Boyd, Breck, Briggs, Aibert G. Brown, Wm. J. Brown, 
Buel, Burt, C. Butler; E. C. Cabell, G. A. Caldwetl, J. Pe 
Caldwell, Casey, Clingman, W. R. .W. Cobb, Colcock, 
Courad, Daniel, Deberry, Dunham, Edmundson, Feather- 
ston, Fitch, Fuller, Gentry, Gorman, Green, Hall, Hamilton, 
Haralson, I. G. Harris, 8. W. Harris, ‘I. L. Harris, Bay- 
mond, Hilliard, Holliday, Houston, Howard, Hubbard, 
Inge, Andrew Johnson, James L., Johnson, Robert W. 
Johuson, Jones, Kaufman, Kerr, La Sére, Leiter, Job 
Maun, Marshall, Mason, McCiernand, Mebowell, MeLan- 
ahan, Robert M. McLane, Finis E. McLean, MeMuilen, 
McQueen, MeWillie, Meade, Miller, Millson, Morehead, 
Morse, Morton, Orr, Outlaw, Owen, Parker, Phelps, Pit- 
man, Richardson, Robbins, Ross, Savage, Shepperd, Stanly, 
Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Alexander H. 
Stepheus, Taylor, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Jolm B. 
Thompson, Toombs, Venable, Wallace, Watkins, Well- 
born, Williams, Woodward, and Young—104. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Audrews, Baker, 
Booth, Burrows, T. B. Butler, Joseph Cable, Calvin, Camp- 
bell, Carter, Chandier, Clark, Cleveland, Cole, Conger, Uor- 
win, Dickey, Disney, Dixon, Doty, Duer, Duncan, Durkee, 
N. Ivans, Fowler, Freedley, Gerry, Giddings, Goodenow, 
Gott, Gould, Hampton, Harlan, Hay, Hebard, Henry, Howe, 
Hunter, Jackson, Julian, Daniel P. King, George G. King, 
Jasmes G. King, Join `A. King, Preston King, Littlefield, 
H. Mann, Matteson, McDonald, McGaughey, McKissock, 
Meacham, Moore, Morris, Neison, Ogle, Olds, Peast 
Peck, Phoenix, Potter, Putuam, Reed, Reynolds, Ris 
Rockwell, Root, Rumsey, Sackett, Sawtelle, Schenck, 
Schermerhorn, Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, Thaddeus 
Stevens, Stetson, James Thompson, Thurman, Underhill, 


Wilson, and Wood—92. 
So the resolution was laid upon the table. 
PRE-EMPTION RIGHTS. 


Mr. SCHENCK introduced, on leave, a bill to 
grant preémption rights for certain islands in the 
Great Miami river; which was read twice, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Also, a bill to regulate the value of certain coins 
in the United States andto provide for the coinage 
of double dimes; which was read twice and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, a bill to indemnify the officers and crews 
of vessels of war in the United States Navy for 
losses by shipwreck, fire, and other casualties; 
which was read twice and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. ~ 

Mr. CABLE introduced the following resolu- 
tion, which being objected to, lies over under the 
rule, viz: 

Resolved, That the-Committee on Public Lands be, and 

they are hereby, instructed to report a bill, at as early a day 
as practicable, to prohibit all speculation in the public 
lands, and make them free of access, in timited quantities, to 
actual settlers. 
« Mr. LA SERE introduced, on leave, a bill for the 
relief of the assignees under the Baron de Ferriet; 
which was read twice and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Private Land Claims. 3 

Mr. CONRAD submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was read and adopted, viz: 


mail have occurred in the South, between the cities of |} 
Washington and New Orleans, during each of the years |; 
ending on the 3ist December, 1848 aud 1849, respectively; 
at what point or points, on said route, such fialures oc- 
curred, by what cause or Causes 
and by what ineans, 
vented. 

Resolved, That said Postmaster General be requested to 
report the probable cost of running a daily express inal on 
horseback, for letters only, between Gniffin, in Georgia, 
and Mobile, in Alabama. 


Mr. CONRAD asked permission of the House 


had not been previously given, directing a survey 
to be made of the obstructions placed in the 
Bayou Lafourche by order of General Jackson in | 
the years 1814 and 1815. . 

Objection was made to the introduction of the 
joint resolution. 

Mr. CONRAD moved a suspension of the rules 
to enable him to introduce the resolution; but the 
House refused to do so by a vote of 92 in the 
affirmative to 53 in the negative—not two-thirds. 


OFFICERS OF THE HOUSE. 
Mr. OLDS asked leave to offer a resolution, 


having been deprived of the opportunity of doing 


Van Dyke, Vinton, Walden, Waldo, White, Wilmot, | 


to introduce a joint resolution, of which nouce |; 


so.when his State was-ealled, declaring the office 
of: Doorkeeper vacant, in consequence of the post- 
ponement of the election of that officer till the Ist 
March, 1851, and devolving the duties of: the said 
office on the Sergeant-at-Arms. a ARO 
And Mr. O. demanded the previous questions < 
Mr. HOUSTON objected to the introduction of 
| the résolution. A ; 
Mr. CLINGMAN suggested that by the action 
arhe House heretofore this resolution was out-of 
order. ^ 
i. Mr. HOUSTON said that the State of Ohio ħad 


peen called, and’ the resolution was not how in 
| order. 


| The SPEAKER. When the State of Ohio was 
j ealied, the gentleman [Mr. Oxps} addressed the 
Chair, and was not recognized, and another gen- 
| Ueman obtained the floor. 
i Mr. HOUSTON. I objected; and I do now 
object. 1 have a resolution Which I am anxious 
to offer. i 
The SPEAKER. Did the gentleman object at 
the time? 
| Mr. HOUSTON. I did object before the reso- 
lution was sent in, because the State of Ohio had 
been called. . ` 
The SPEAKER. If the gentleman objected at 
the time, the resolution is not in order. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I certainly did object. 
So the resolution was not received. 
Mr. ROBINSON inquired whether the State 
of Indiana had been called. 


| The SPEAKER. Not yet. 


Mr. WOOD inquired ‘if the resolution of the 
i genilernan from Ohio [Mr. Oxns] was ruled out of 
| order, ' 

The SPEAKER explained. 

Mr. ROBINSON ofiered the following preamble 
| and resolutions, on which he asked the previous 
question: 

Whereas this Mouse, by resolution, has postponed the 
election of Doorkeeper until the first day of March, 1851. 
; Therefore: F 
Resolved, That, said office being vacant, it is competent 
f and proper to provide for the discharge of the duties of said 
ofice by devolving the same upon some other officer of this 

Resolved, further, That Adam J. Glossbrenner, the Sér- 
| geant-at-Arme of this House, be and is hereby ex-o, sio au- 
| thorized to perform the duties of Doorkeeper of this House 
i uutil the day fixed for the election of said officer. 
| Mr. ROBINSON demanded the previous 
| question on the adoption of the resolution. : 
|,” Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, moved that. the 
| resolution be laid upon the table. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, rose to a point 
of order. He wished to inquire of the Chair, if it 
were in order to receive and act upon the resolu- 
tion without one day’s notice, acording to the rules 
| of the House? The object of the resolution was, to 
change one of the standing rules of the House, 
which defined the duties of the Sergeant-at-Arms 
| —the object of the resolution was, to impose ad- 
ditional and important duties upon the Sergeant- 
at-Arms—duties not contemplated by the rules of 
this House defining his duties; and according to 
the 136th rule of the House, this change could not 
be made without one day’s notice. 

The SPEAKER said, in the judgment of the 
| Chair the resolution did not require one day’s no- 


Revolved, That the Postmaster General be requested to |Í tice, but that the House at any time, when resolu- 
communicate to this House what number of failures of the |! ’ 


tions were in order, might impose these or any 
other duties on one of its officers. The Chair 
overruled the point of order. 


| Mr. STEPHENS appealed from the decision of 


they were oveasioned, || 
if any, their recurrence may be pre- |! 


the Chair, and asked the yeas and nays, which 
! were ordered. 

Mr.S. also called for the reading of the 67th 
| standing rule of the House ; which is in the'fol- 
| lowing words: 

| «A Sergeant-at-Arms shall be appointed to hold his office 
' during the pleasure of the House, whose duty it shall be to 


i attend to the House during its sittings, to execute the com- 
! mands of the House from time to time, together with all 
| such process issued by authority thereof ag shall be directed 
to him by the Speaker.” ` 

And also the first clause of the 186th rule; which 
; is as follows : i 
l « No standing rule or order of the House shall be rescind- 
j ed or changed without one day’s notice being given of the 
| motion therefor.” 
| Mr. STANLY wasunderstood to inquire whether 
| there was not a motion pending to lay the resolu- 
| tion on:the table. 
The SPEAKER. The point of order has pre- 
i cedence, because it relates to the introduction of 
| the resolution. Ifthe point of order of the gentle- 


i 
i 
i 
i 
j 
j 
i 
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man from. Georgia [Mr. Srepwens] is well 
taken,-the resolution cannot be considered to-day 


except. by unanimous consent. 
Mr. WILLIAMS said, that before the resolu- 
tion was voted upon he wished to offer an amend- 


ment... , : 

. The SPEAKER. It is not now in order. 

Mr, WILLIAMS. I give notice that. I shall 
offer- an amendment,. that the Sergeant-at-Arms 
also perform the duties of Postmaster. - ` 

Mr. TOOMBS rose to inquire. of the Speaker 
whether the Flouse had not heretofore decided 
his resolution to be out of order. __ 

‘The SPEAKER said, the Chair thought not. 
When the resolution was introduced on a former 
occasion, the Chair entertained it upon the ground 
that it-was a question of privilege. The House re- 
versed this decision—thus deciding that it was not 
a question of privilege. The Chair now conformed 
to that decision of the House, and did not rule 
this to be a question of privilege. 

After some conversation between Mr. 
SCHENCK and the SPEAKER, the question 
“ Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the 
judgment of the House?” was taken, and decided 
in the negative-—yeas 94, nays 101, as follows: 

VEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, Beale, 
Bingham, Bissell, Booth, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. 
Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, Joseph Cable, 
George A. Caldwell, Joseph P, Caldwell, Campbell, Carter, 
Cleveland, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Coicock, Dimmick, 
Disney, Dunham, Darkee, Edmundson, Fitch, Fuller, Ger- 
ry, Gorman, Green, Hall, Hamilton, Haralson, Harlan, 
Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L, Harris, 
Hibbard, Holliday, Howard, Audrew Johnson, Robert W. 
Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La Sére, Letter, Littlefield, 
Job Mann, Mason, McClernand, McDonald, McDowell, R. 
M. McLane, McMullen, McQueen, McWillie, Meade, Mil- 
ler, Millson, Morris, Morse,Otds, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, 
Potter, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Root, Ross, Savage, 
Sawtell, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Stetson, 
Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Thontpson, 
William Thompson, Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, 
Wellborn, Whittlesey, Wilmot, Wood, and Young—v4. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Anderson, 
Andrews, Baker, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester 
Butler, ‘Thomas B. Butler, E. Carrington Cabell, Calvin, 
Casey, Chandler, Clark, Clingman, Cole, Conger, Conrad, 

Jorwin, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Doty, Duer, Duncan, 
Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Featherston, Fowler, 
Freedicy, Gentry, Giddings, Gout, Gould, Halloway, Hamp- 
tou, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, Holmes, 
Houston, Howe, Hunter, Inge, Jackson, J. L. Johnson, 
Kerry Daniel P, King, George G. King, James G. King, 
John A. King, Preston King, Horace Mann, Marshall, Mat- 
teson, McGaughey, McKissock, P. B. McLean, Meacham, 
Moore, Morehead, Morton, Nelson, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, 
Owen, Phenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Risley, Rockwall, 
Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Stepperd, Sil- 
vester, Spalding, Sprague, Stanly, A. H. Stephens, T. 
Stevens, ‘Taylor, John B. Thompson, Thurman, Toombs, 
Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, Walliams, 
Wilson, and Winthrop-——J01. a 

So the decision of the Chair was reversed, and 
the Flouse decided that the resolution was not in 
order, 

(Mr. BOWIE, when his name was called, voted 
—but subsequently, by unanimous consent, with- 
drew his vote. He had agreed with his colleague 
{Mr. Hammonp] not to vote in the event of his 
[Mr. FL] not being in his seat.) 

SLAVERY. 

Mr. GORMAN sent to the Speaker’s table the 
following resolutions, giving notice of his intention 
to offer ‘some remarks upon them at the proper 
time: 

. With a view to harmonize and settle the conflicting scn- 
timents of the people on the subject of slavery, and to pre- 
serve the integrity of the union of the States: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Territories inquire into 
the expediency of admitting California into the Union with 
esent constitution, reserving to Congress the right 
y to form a State or States out of her present bound- 
which said new States shall lie north of 35° 80 nori 


ibrave a provision for another State out of the 
“Pexas, in accordance with tbe resolutions 
3 State shail be west of the Colorado, 
with any furtuer regulations as to boundary as may be ne- 
cossnry. 


d Deseret; which Territorial 
ze tie right of the people to 
y may think best calculated to 
se, and prosperity, untranmeled 
3 her than by the consent of the 
guverned,?? ur 
stitution of u 
Also, toem 
pureiase of 
boundary whi 


general bili a proposition to 
ail that part of her present 
s north of 34° north fatitade, according to 
the map auached to Uie treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo; 
Which territory, When so purchased, shall be attached to 
the Higit of New. Mexico and governed according to the 
Jaws and institutious which may be therein established. 


The resolution lies over under the rule. 


trictions and Himitations of tle Con- | 


{ 


d 


POSTAGE. 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, introduced, on. leave, 
a bill tò reduce the rates ef postage, and for other 
purposes; which was read twice and referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. GORMAN gave notice of his intention to 
introduce a bill to grant to the State of Indiana, 
for the benefit of said State, one additional town- 
ship of land in lieu of one in controversy in the 
Supreme Court of said State. a 


THE DOORKEEPER AGAIN. 


Mr. DUNHAM offered the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, As the sense of this House, that no person has 
been legally chosen and qualified to perform the duties of 
Doorkeeper of this House for the present Congress. 

Resolved, therefore, That George R. Herrick, of New York, 
be and he is hereby authorized to perform the duties of 
Doorkeeper of this House, until such officer shall be duly 
elected; and that he be required to take the usual oath of 
such otlicer. 

Mr. MOORE moved that the resolution be laid 
on the table. 

Mr. CLINGMAN objected to the reception of 
the resolution as out of order. 

The SPEAKER decided that the first resolution 
was in order. The second resolution, under the 
decision Of the House, was out of order. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, said he pro- 
posed to debate the resolution. 

So the resolution went over for debate. 

Mr. HARLAN submitted the joint resolu- 
tions of the Legislature of Indiana, instruct- 
ing the Senators and requesting the Representa- 
tives from that State to cast their votes and use 
their influence to have ingrafted upon any law 
that may be passed for the organization of Terri- 
tories recently acquired from Mexico, a provision 
excluding from such Territories slavery and invol- 
untary servitude except for the punishment of 
crimes of which the party is duly convicted; which 
were ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

Also, the joint resolutions of the Legislature of 
Indiana in relation to the costs in the District and 


-Cireuit Courts of the United States, involving 


questions of patent rights by patentees and their 
assignees who are insolvent; which were read and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, joint resolutions of the Legislature of Indi- 
ana, praying a reduction of the price of the public 
lands in the Great Miami Reserve in the State of 
Indiana; which were referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands and ordered to be printed. 


MILITARY EXPEDITION AGAINST CUBA. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, submitted the 
following resolution, viz : 

Resotved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested (if, in his judgment, the public interest will not be 
endangered thereby) to communicate to the House of Repre- 
sentatives the evidence in his possession that a “ cousider- 
able number of adventurers were engaged during last sum- 
mer in fitting outa military expedition within the United 
States against a foreign country, and that it was probably 
destined to invade the island of Cuba3;” and that he be fur- 
ther requested to communicate to this House copies of alf 
instructions given to Commander Randolph, or any other 
naval or military officer of the Goverment, conceriing the 
supposed expedition and invasion, aud all correspondence 
had in reference thereto; and especially that he comuaiuni- 
Cate to the House copies of ail orders and instructions given 
aud of all correspondence liad in reierence to the persons 
assembled on Round Island, off the southern coast of Mis- 
sissippi, in the summer of 1849, including copies of the cor- 
respondence (if any was had) between the President or 
heads of Departments and the Governor of Mississippi. 


The resolution, under the rule, lies one day on 
the table. 


PRE-EMPTIONS,. 


Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, introduced, on 
Jeave, a bill to perpetuate preémptions to actual set- 
tlers on the public lands; which was read twice. 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Also, on leave, introduced a biil to incorporate 
the Columbian Mannfacturing Company of the 
District of Columbia; which was read twice and 
referred to the Committee on the District of Co- 
jumbia. x 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, asked leave 
to introduce a bill, (of which previous notice had 
been given,) of the following ttle: “A bill to re- 
peal the act entitled ‘ An act to establish the Home 
Department, and to provide for the Treasury De- 
partment an Assisiant Secretary of the Treasury, 
and Commissioner of the Customs.” 

Objection was made. 


The SPEAKER stated the question to. be on 
granting leave. i 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, asked the 
yeas and nays, but withdrew the demand. 

The question was-then taken, and leave was 
granted. : S 

So the bill was introduced, and havipg been’ 
read twice by its title— cap ats 

Mr. THOMPSON moved that it be referred to - 
the Committee of the Whole on the state ofthe . 


‘Union. . 


In making this motion, Mr. T, remarked. that 
there was no detail in it, otherwise he should move 
the reference of the bill to a standing committee. 

The question was then taken, and having been 
decided in the affirmative, the bill was referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. i 

At a subsequent period of the day— ’ 

Mr. BAYLY rose and ‘said he did not think 
that an important bill of this character should be 
sent to the Committee of the Whole on the-state 
of the Union without having first undergone the 
revision of a standing committee. He moved, 


| therefore, that the votesby which the bill had been 


referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union be reconsidered, with a view 
(should that motion prevail) to move its reference 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. | 

The question having been taken and decided in 
the affirmative— 

The vote was reconsidered. 

And then, on motion of Mr. BAYLY, the bill 
was referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means.” 


CLERKS IN THE HOME DEPARTMENT. - 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, offered: the 
following resolution; which was read, viz: = 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be directed 
to inform this House whether any extra or temporary clerks, 
not specifically designated and appropriated for by law, have 
been employed in any of the offices of the Department of 
the Interior since the 4th of March, 1849; and if any, to 
state the reason for their employment, and the law author- 
izing it, Also,to furnish a list of the same from each office, 
showing the specific business on what they are or have been 
employed, the rate of compensation paid to each, and desig- 
nating the appropriations out of which. their. compensation 
is paid. Also, to furnish a list of all persons who are ór 
have been employed in the office of the Interior Depart- 
ment proper, exclusive of the Secretary-and Chief Clerk of 
suid Department, showing the rate of compensation paid to 
each, the appropriations out of which said compensation, is 
paid, and the law authorizing the same. Also, to furnish a 
statement of the contingent expenses of said Department 
up to the Ist of January, 1850, and the appropriations out of 
which they are paid. Also, to inform this House whether 
he has caused the transfer of any clerk or clerks, appointed 
as such, in any Of the offices now belonging to the said De- 
partment of the Interior to the discharge of duties in the 
otlice proper of said Department, and to state the authority 
for such transfers, if any, and whether the services of such 
clerks are no longer wanted in the offices in which they 
hold their appointments. š 


Mr. PUTNAM submitted, as a point of order, 
that thc same member had no right to introduce a 
bill and a resolution. : 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said he had 

as yet introduced no resolution, and the bill had 
been introduced on leave. : 
_ The SPEAKER said if the point of order wa 
insisted upon, the gentleman from Mississippi 
[Mr. THomeson] could not introduce the resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said the 
rule was emphatically that each member ‘had a 
right to offer a resolution, This right he. pos- 
sessed, He Had asked leave to introduce the bill, 
and that was a different affair. Fie claimed his 
right to offer the resolytion. 

The SPEAKER said the practice had been that 
whenever a member had introduced a bill or reso- 
lution, he was not entitled to introduce another. 

Mr. WINTHROP suggested his own strong 
impression to be, that during the last two years 
it had been ruled that a member had the right to 
introduce a bill and a resolution. 

The SPEAKER said, the Chair had been gov- 
erned entirely by its recollection of the practice of 
the House. Ff, the Chair was mistaken, the gen- 
tileman from Mississippi [Mr. Tuompson] would 
be entitled to introduce the resolution: 

Some conversation followed; after which the 
resolution was received. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved to sus- 
pend the rules, for the purpose of considering the 
resolution at this time; and. on.that motion he 
asked the yeas and nays, which were ordered. 


„ace Mann, 


: GLOBE. 


Mr. TOOMB 
resolution. : $ 

The SPEAKER explained that there was a 
motion to suspend the rules for the purpose of 
considering the resolution now. 

The question was then taken and decided in the 
negative—yeas 101, nays 87, (not two-thirds,) as 
follows: 


Y£AS—Messrs. Albertson, Allen, Ashe, Averett, Bav 
Bayly, Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Booth, Bowdon, Bow- 
lin, Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Burt, Joseph 
Cable, George Alfred Caldwell, Campbell, Carter, Cleve- 
dand, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Coléock, Daniel, Dimmick, 
Disney, Doty, Dunham, Durkee, Edmundson, Featherston, 
Fitch, Gerry, Gilmore, Green, Hall, Hamilton, Haralson, 
Harlan, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. 
Harris, Hibbard, Holliday, Howard, Hubbard, Robert W. 
Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, Presto King, La Sere, Lefier, 
Linefield, Job Manu, Mason, McClernand, McDonald, 
McLanahan, Robert M. McLane, MeMuilen, McQueen, 
McWillie, Meade, Miller, Millson, Morris, Morse, Olds, 
Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Potter, Richard- 
son, Robbins, Robinson, Root, Ross, Savage, Frederick P. 
Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Stetsou, Strong, Sweetser, 
Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, William 
Thompson, Venable, Vinton, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, 
Welborn, Whittlesey, Witdrick, Wilmot, Wood, Wood- 
ward, and Young—101. j 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson; Baker, į 
Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, i 
Thomas B. Butler, E, Carringtou Cabell, Joseph P. Caid- 
well, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, Clark, Clingman, Conger, 
Conrad, Corwin, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, 
Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freediey, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, 
Halloway, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hiltiard, 
Holmes, Houston, Howe, Hunter, Jackson, Kerr, Daniel P. 
King, George G, King, James G. King, John A. King, Hor- 
Marshall, Matteson, McKissock, Finis E. 
McLean, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Morton, Nelson, | 
Ogle, Otis, Oullaw, Owen, Phenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, \ 
Risley, Rockwell, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Shepperd, | 
Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, Stanly Alexander H. Ste- | 
phens, ‘Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, Thurman, Underhill, | 
Van Dyke, Watkins, White, Williams, Wilson, and Win- 
throp—87. 


So the rules were not suspended. 


S said h 


Mr. COBB, of Alabama, presented the memo- | 


rial of S. Clayton, P, J. Walker, H. P. Coperton, 
T. J. Bradford, Levi W, Lawler, and J. J. Win- 
ston, of Lebanon, Alabama, asking compensation 
for their services as offic 
that place, in locating military bounty land war- 
rants; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Mt. FEATHERSTON submitted the 
resolution: 

Resolved, 'That the Secretary of the 
to communicate to this House as soon as prac 
er Charles Borland, a citizen of the 
employed and sent by him to the Su 
counsel, attorney, or agent of the United States, to collect 
by suit, or otherwise, the bonds for which the Choctaw Or- 

han Reserve Lands were sold in said State; and if so, 
under what law, what is to be bis compensation, and how to 
be paid. Also, to communicate to the House whether the said 
Borland has been instructed to take the collection of said 
elaims from the District Attorney of the United State for 
the northern District of Mississippi; and if so, for what rea 
son, and whether said Borlaud is authorized to compromise 
with the debtors by receiving less than the sums due on the 
contracts; and if so, under what law. 

Mr. F. asked that the resolution be considered 
then; and objection being made he m | 
pension of the rules for the purpose, which the 
House refused todo. The resolution consequently | 
lies over. : : 

On motion by Mr. FEATIERSTON, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of Jacob P. Mont- 
gomery be taken from the files of the House, and with the 
additional documentary evidence he presented, be referred 


¢o the Committee on Military Affairs. i 


ed that the House re- 


Mr. E. C. CABELL mov 
f the Whole on the 


solve itself into Committee o 
state of the Union. — 

The motion was rejected. — 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, 
rules of the House be suspended, for the purpose 
of taking up and considering at this time the res- 
olution offered by him in relation to the Cuban | 
Expedition. 

The question was, 
voting in the affirmative, 
pended. ; : | 

Mr. McWILLIE submitted the following res- | 
olution, which was read, viz: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
¢o inform this House the reasons why, after the addition to | 
the ‘Treasury Department of an Assistant Secretary and 
Chief Clerk—a Commissioner of tbe Customs, and a Chief 
Clerk, and atter the withdrawal from the said Department 
of the business formerly pertaining thereto, and connected 
witb the General Land Office, and the offices of the United 
States Marshals, District Attorneys, &e., he could not so 
re-arrange and consolidate the remaining business pertain- 
ing to the Treasury Department, as to permit the transfer of 
clerks from the said Department to the Department of the 


taken, and two-thirds not | 
the. rules were not sus- 


ers in the land office at | 


moved that the || 


i 


| publisher of th 


Interior, as contemplated and provided for in the act cre- 
ating the latter Departwent. 

Mr. McWILLIE moved to suspend the rules to 
have the resolution considered then; which motion 
the House refused. . 

Mr. McCLERNAND introduced, on leave, a 
bill for granting to the State of Minois the right of 
way through the public lands and for other pur- 
poses; which was twice read, referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be 


The question having. been 
cided in the affirmative— ei ; 

he ‘motion to reconsider was -laid upon the 
table. : ae Pa : 


then taken, and de- 


NEW. MEXICO. siS 

Mr. BAKER presented the credentials” of 

Evcn N. Smith, a representative from the Terri- 

tory of New Mexico, which were on his motion 
referred to the Committee on Elections. 


printed. 

Also, a bill to establish a United States armory 
and foundry at Fort Massac, on the Ohio river; 
which was read twice and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. ‘ 

On motion by Mr. RICHARDSON, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 

Post Roads be instructed to inguire in the expediency of 
establishing by law a mail route from Pittsfield, Minois, 
to New London, Missouri, and that they report by bill or 
otherwise. 
Mr. RICHARDSON introduced, on leave, a 
bill to authorize the issuing of a patent to John 
W. Sweeney, for land in Llinois; which was read 
twice and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. : 


GRANTS OF LAND TO ACTUAL SETTLERS. 


Mr. YOUNG introduced a bill granting 169 
acres of public land to actual settlers who shall re- 
side thereon and cultivate a portion thereof for 
a period of four years; which was twice read and 


! referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


Mr. YOUNG, at the request (he said) of the 
gentleman from Maryland, |Mr. McLans,] offered 
the following resolution: 


Resolved, ‘That in order to encourage, preserve, and dis- | 
tribute for general and early reference, a full and accurate 
register of the debates and proceedings of this House, cach 
member of this House be authorized to subscribe for twelve 
additional copies of the Congressional Globe and Appendix, 
on the same terms and conditions as are prescribed by the 
| resolution adopted by this House on the lst March, 1847, 
| authorizing the original subscription by each member of 
| twelve copies thereof: Provided, ‘That the proprietor and 
e Congressional Globe and Appendix shall 
continue the daily publication of the debates and proceed- 


following i 


Interior be requested i; 
ticable, wheth- || 
State of Ohio, has been | 
ate of Mississippi as ; 


oved a sus-"}) 


|| general consent the gentleman woul 


| ings of the House, and that he shall furnisit daily one copy 
| Of said publication to cach member of this House. 
| ‘The resolution having been read— 
Mr. YOUNG demanded the previous question. 
There was a second, and the main question was 
ordered to be now taken, (being on the adoption of 
the resolution). 

Mr. PEATHERSTON rose to inquire if it was 
in order to ask a question. 

The SPEAKER said only by unanimous con- 
sent. 

Objections were made. 

Mr. McLEAN, of Kentucky, hoped that by 
d be allowed to 
ask the question. 

The objections were persisted in. 

Mr. JONES asked the yeas and nays on the 
| adoption of the resolution; which were refused. 
Mr. JONES moved that the resolution be laid 
| upon the table. 

Mr. EVANS, of Marylan 
nays; which were refused. 

Mr. McLANE explained. that the resolv 
provided for the subscription of twelve additional 
copies of the Congressional Globe and Appendix 
complete,bound,and embracing the Senate De bates; 
which would make the number twenty-four—the 
original resolution of dst March, 1647, having 
provided for twelve copies, and as a consideration 
for this additional subscription the proprietor was 
bound to furnish daily a publication of these 
debates toeach member that they might be re 
vised previous to their publication in the bound 
volume. 

The question was then taken 
Mr. JONES, and decided in the negative wil 
division. 

So the resolution was not 

And the question recurring on its a 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, mov 


on the motion of 
houla 


laid on the table. 
doption— 
ed that the 


| House adjourn. 


But the House refused to adjourn. 


tive without a division. 
So the resolution was adopted. 
Mr. McLANE moved a re-consideration of the 
vote and that that motion be laid upon the table. 
Mr. EVANS asked the yeas and nays; which 
were refused. 


Mr. HOWARD moved a re-consideration of . 
the vote of reference to the Committee on Elec- 
tions. ; 

7 Me; BAKER gave notice of his intention to de+ 
ate. 

The SPEAKER said, the motion must then lie 
over. And the Chair having, in reply to an in- 
quiry from Mr. Barer, stated that. the whole 
subject would lie over until the motion had been 
disposed of — F i 

Mr. BAKER moved that the motion to re-con- 
sider be laid upon the table. 

Mr. KAUFMAN. Igive notice of my inten- 
tion to debate. 

So the whole subject went over for debate. 

A motion was made that the House adjourn, 

But the House refused to adjourn. 
> Mr. BAKER. gave notice of a bill, the title of 
which was not distinctly heard, to make an appro- 
priation for the improvement of the lower rapids 
of some river. 


FLOGGING OF DISRATED OFFICERS IN THE 
NAVY. 


_ Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, submitted the follow- 
ing resolution, which was read, viz: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 
communicate to this House the instances, if any, in whieh 
petty officers of the Navy have, since the Istday of January 
J849, been disrated, and while so disrated, punished as pri- 
vates, with the colt, eat-o-nine-tails, or by being put in 
irons, for offences committed while they were petty officers; 
and whether, alter such punishment aforesaid, said privates 
have heen rerated; and, if such instances have occurred, 
that he furnish the date of the disrating of such officers, the 
dates of their punishment, and the manner thereof; ‘and the 
dates of their rerating, severally, to this House. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy communicate to 


d,asked the yeas and |} 


lution |} 


And the question was then taken on the adop- | 
tion of the resolution, and decided in the afirma- |; 


| 

| 
lp 
| 

i 

f 

l 


this House whether the punishments inflicted by flogging in 
the navy have been in any, and if so, in how many instances, 
during the year 1849, for offences enumerated by law ; or for 
| offences made such by the usage of the sea service; and 
| Whether all punishments in virtue of the usage of the sea 
! service have been or are recorded in the log. And that be 
| further communicate to this House copies of any general 
| rules, regulations, or orders that have been established by 
the Navy Department for the classification or punishment 
| of offences, and for the internal regulation of ships in the 
‘sea service; and whether the same have heen carefully ob- 
served; and whether the rules, regulations, and orders for 
the government of our navy are the same.on board all our 
vessels, or whether each commanding officer fixes them for 
his own command at his pleasure. 

And that he farther communicate: to this House whether 
the crimes and punishments embraced in: “the usages of 
the sea service” have ever been reduced to d written code, 
| and published and promulgated on board our ships of war; 
and whether the rules and regulations for the government 
i of the crews of the vessels of the navy are hung up in some 
| public part of the ship and read once a month to the ship’s 
| company in compliance with law; and whether punish- 
| ments are ever inflicted for offences not enumerated in such 
| rules and regulations. 
| . And that he further communic 1 € 
| i¢ is within his knowledge, officially or otherwise, that sail 
ors in the United States service have been, during the year 
1849, deprived of any part of their rations by way of pun- 
ishment 3 and, if'so, that he state the manner thereof. 

And that he further communicate to this House the pro- 
portionate number of sailors in the United States service, 
who have chosen the commutation mouey in lieu of grog, 
under the law of August 3d, 1648; and also the proportion- 
ate number so choosing, under the different preecding rules 
of commutation for grog. i 
This resolution lies over one day under the rule. 
; GRADUATION BILL. 


Me. HARRIS, of Illi 
graduate and reduce the price o 
to actual cultivators and settlers; 
wice, and referred to the Commi 


unicate to this. House whether 


nois, introduced ‘a bill to 
f the public lands 
which was read 
ttee on Public 


o 


A COMPROMISE. 


Mr. COBB, of Alabama, submitted the fojliow- 
“ing preamble and resolution; which was read, viz: 
Whereas, a crisis in the political affairs of this Republic 
l has arrived, when men of all political parties are calted to 
į aid in the great work of reconciliation between the Northern 
! and Southern people: Whereas, tie question of slavery in 
H the Territories ; the admission of California into the Union 
| as a State, under her own constitavon and boundaries; the 
| prohibition of the slave trade in the District of Columbia, 
| and the abolition of slavery therein, are, and have been a 
| bone of eontention for years past, and will be for years to 
H 

| 

i 


[f come, uniess settled: 
Whereas, the mind of the w 
with great anxiety upon the presei 


hole community is row fixed 
t Congreas—looking to 


280. 


¢ 
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them torconsidèr gravely aiid deliberatély these vexed ques- 
tions; and if possible, to have them seitied upon constita- 
tional and equitable principles. between the.North and the 


South: And whereas there are many men who have intro- 


duced plans euch as they think calculated to produce that 
effect, but owing to the spirit that tóo often prevails (if not 
in thig case) of two many wishing the honor of bringing for- 
ward and consummating great and important questions, and 
thereby coming in conflict with each other, aud thus effect 
nouinig: Now, ` 

< Be it resolved and recommended, (the Senate concurring) 
That a committee be appointed by the Senate and House of 
Representatives, to consist of six mémbers of the Seriate— 
three from the Northand three from the South ; also twenty 


by the House, ten from the South and ten from the North, | 


to'meéet in conference, to devise, if possible, a plan predica- 
ted upon constitutional and equitable principles, for adjust- 
ing Áll difficulty growing out of the foregoing causes; and 
that such plan be submitted to the respective. houses for 
their considération,—thereby, if possible, to perpetuate the 


good feeling and union of the two parties forever; and that fi 


the Southern and Northern members in each House respect- 
ively seléct such persons to serve on said committee in any 
manner they think proper, 

Mr. MEADE said he desired to debate the res- 
olution; and it consequently lies over under the 
rule. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Alabama, introduced, on leave, 
a bill to grant the right of way to the Central 
Plank Road Company of Alabama; which was 
read twice and referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lie Lands. 

Mr. INGE introduced on leave a bill for the re- 
lief of James T. Shackleford; which was read 
twice and referred to the Committee on Public 
Land Claims. 


THE POWER TO ADMIT NEW STATES. 


Mr. INGE submitted the following resolution; 
which was read, viz: 

Resolved, That under the Constitution of the United 
States, Congress alone is vested with the power to admit 
new States into this Union, and that no other department of 
the Government ought to interfere with the legitimate exer- 
cise thereof. 

Resolved, That the interference of the present Executive 
Administration, through the agency of Mr. T. Butler King, 
in ‘the political affuirs of California was unauthorized by the 
Constitution and was a flagrant assumption of the powers of 
Congress. 

Mr. I. moved the previous question on the 
adoption of the resolution. It was not seconded; 
and the. resolution lies over under a proposition 
to debate. 

Mr. HILLIARD introduced, on leave, a bill to 
amend the act to organize the District Court of the 
United States in Alabama; which was twice read, 
and on 

The motion of Mr. THOMPSON, of Missis- 
sippi, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HILLIARD submitted the fullowing reso- 
lution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, Phat it be referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs to inqnire into the expediency of improving the con- 
sular system of the United States, with Jeave to report by 
bill or otherwise. 

Mr. ALSTON presented the joint resolutions 
of the Legislature of Alabama, desiring that the 
reserved lands in the county of Clark be admitted 
to sale; which was twice read and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 


DUTIES ON SALT. 


Mr. HUBBARD offered the following resolu- | 


tion, on which he demanded the previous ques- 
tion: 


Whereas the act entitled & An act reducing the duties on | 


imports, and for other purposes” allowsa drawback on the 
foreign salt used in the pickled fish exported to foreign ports 5 
and whereas there is no law allowing such drawback on the 
foreign salt used in. curing pork, beef, bacon, and other 
meats exported from this country; and whereas there is no 
, Just reason or this discrimination against the great mass of 
the farmers of the United States: ‘Therefore, 
Resolved, Phat ‘the Committee of Ways and Meane in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill 
placing all exports, pickted, preserved, or cured with foreign 
salt, onan equality, by allowing a drawhick on the salt used, 
or by abolishing all drawbacks and bounties in all cases 
whatsoever. 


The demand for the previous question, by ayes 
91, poes 32, was seconded. 

And the main question was ordered to be now 
taken. 

Mr. MARSHALL asked the yeas and nays. 

A motion was made that the House adjourn. 

The House refused to adjourn. 
_ ‘The qhestion was then taken, and the resolution 
was adopted. 
_ A motion was then made that the House ad- 
Journ, which was decided in the aflirmative—yeas 
89, nays 86. 

So the House adjourned. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Minois, gave notice that he would to- 
morrow ask leave to introduce a bil} to provide for the loca- 
tion of a section of land in each township in the State of 
Mlinois, in lieu of the 16th sections, where said sections 
have not been appropriated or disposed of for school pur- 
poses, and where the value thereof is below the minimum 
price of the public lands. 7 i 

_ Mr. CHANDLER gave notice tnat he should to-morrow, 
or on some future day, introduce a bill entitled “An Act 
‘providing for the carrying of the United States mail be- 
tween the ports of Philadelphia and Liverpool. 


PETITIONS, &c. 
The following petitions and memorials were 
presented under the rule, and referred: 


By Mr. PRESTON KING: The petition of a large num- 
| ber of citizens ot Cattaraugus county, New York, calling 
the attention of Congress to the persous held in bondage in 
the District of Columbia. Also, to the imprisonment in 
|| jails belonging to the United States in said District of inno- 
| cent persons not charged with the commission of crime, and 
the sale of such persons into slavery to pay the jail fees and 
other expenses of their imprisonment. Also, to the iegal 
authorities by which Drayton and Sayre are detained in 
į prison. Also, to the law of Congress of 1793, which, as 
| construed by some of the courts, makes it penal to relieve 
tbe hunger of a fugitive slave. Asking for the enactment of 
an ordinance like that of 1787, forever prohibiting siavery in 
| the Territories belonging to the United States, and for the 
i repeal of all Jaws enacted by the Federal Government 
; against freedum aad the fundamental principles of Republi- 
ean Government. Referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 
! Alko, the petition of Clark Davison and others, at lart- 
| wick Seminary, Oteego Gounty, New York, calling the atten- 
tion of Congress to the imprisonment of Drayton and Sayre 
—to the refusal of a passport to Henry Hambleton on the 
ground of the color of his skin—to the case of Edward Brooks, 
and asking Congress to patan end to Slavery in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. Referred to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. r 

Also, the petition of citizens of St. Lawrence county, New 
York, asking Congress to establish the rates of postage on 
prepaid letters at two cents per halfounce. Referred to the 
Commmitiee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. PARKER: The petition of Geo. W. Sappington and 
37 others, citizens of Jefferson county, Virginia, praying the 
benefits of cheap postage, by fixing the postage on prepaid 
letters at two cents per hal! once, and for the free circula- 
tion of newspapers within the congressional district in 
which dey are published. 

Also, asimilar petition from Norman Miler and 16 others, 
citizens of Berkley county, Virginia; both of which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. SPRAGUE: ‘The petition of 300 citizens of New 
Buffalo, Michigan, and one of 200 citizens of Niles, asking 
an appropriation to construct a harbor at New Buffalo, on 
Lake Michigan. Referred to the Cominittee on Commerce. 

Also, we petition of A. C. Vanraulty and 1,000 citizens of 
Alligan and Ottawa counties, for the construction of a har- 
bor at Black Luke on Lake Michigan. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. . 

Also, the petition of C. Gurney and 42 citizens of Center- 
ville, Michigan, for reduction of postage Referred to the 

+ Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

| By Mr. ISVANS, of Ohio: The petition of 28 citizens of 
| Zauesville, Ohio, for cheap postage. Referred to the Com- 
į} mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

; Alsu, the petition of 67 citizens of Muskingnm county, 
{| Ohio, praying Congress to abolish the Chaplaincy and refrain 
trom legislation on religious subjects. Ordered to lie on the 
| table. 

By Mr. WALDO» The petition of Horatio Gridley and 
38 others, electors of the town of Berlin, Connecticut, for 
a reduction of postage. Referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, . 

i By Mr. ROSS: The petition of 112 citizens of Lehigh 
| county, Pennsylvania, asking that sueh dnties may be im- 
| posed upon foreiga iron as will bring the largest revenue to 
| 
d 
! 


the public treasury. Referred to the Committee of Ways 

aud Means. 

By Mr. BURROWS: The petition of 70 citizens of Loek- 
| port, New York, asking that the rate of postage on prepaid 
letters be established ar two cents per half ounce. Referred 
to the Committee on the Post Officé and Post Roads, 

By Mr. RUMSEY: The petition of trustees, teachers, and 
students of Franklin Academy, Steuben county, New York, 
for cheap postage. Referred to the Committee on the Post 
| Office and Post Roads. 


and others, Frederick May and others, and of Erastus Par- 

ker and others, citizens of Vermont, for cheap postage. Re- 

ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
By Mr. HAMILTON: ‘The petition of citizens of Mount 

Savage, Maryland, for cheap postage. 

: Also, the petition of citizens of Frederick county, Mary- 

|| land, for cheap postage. Referred to the Committee on the 

! Post Office and Post Roads. 

| By Mr. RISLEY: The petition of John G. Hinkley and 

i 8) other citizens of Chautauque county, New York, praying 

| Congress to grant an appropriation for the improvement of 

| 

| 

| 


j 
i 
| Portland harbor, on Lake Erie, Referred to the Committee 
| on Commerce. 
Also, the petition of Walter L. Sessions, and other citi- 
zens of Chautauque county, New York, praying Congress to 
| establish a post route from Mayville, in said county, south, 
i by the way of Panama and Lottville, to Laporte, in Warren 
: county, Pennsylvania. Referred to the Committee on the 
: Post Office and Post Roads. 
| By Mr. HOLLIDAY: The petition of William Jennings, 
| a volunteer in the Mexican war, praying fora pension. 3 
Also, the petition of sundry citizens of Fredericksburg 
| m Virginia, praying for a reduction of postage on prepaid 
;¿ letters. 
i Also, the memorial of Carter Pagis, executor, 
i commutation pay, ke. 


asking for 


By Mr. PECK : The several petitions of Samuel Mirriam | 


i on Foreign Affiirs. 


By Mr. WELLBORN: The petition of William D. Elam, ' 
John M. Glaze, and others, praying the establishment of a 
tri-weekly mail line from Oglethorpe, or Travéller’s Rest, 
to Columbus, in the State of Georgia, by way of Hamburg, 
Pond Town, Fycam, Pea Ridge, Glenalta, and Halloca, 
Referred to the Committee, on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

By Mr. LA SERE: The memorial of James B. Moore & 
Co., asking the aid of Government in the establishment of a 
regular line of mail steamers from California to China and 
the Bast Indies. Referred to the Committee on Naval Af 
fairs. 
ie By Mr. BINGHAM: The petition of Isaac W., Ruggles 
and others, citizens of Ashland county, Michigan, for a Con- 
gress of Nations or some other method of preserving thé 
peace of the world. 

By Mr. SPALDING: The petition of citizens of Buffalo, 
praying for the right of navigating the St. Lawrence river 
to the shipping of the Lakes. Referred to the Committee 


By Mr. MILLSON: The petition of Wm. Shepherd and 
35 others, citizens of Nansemond county, Virginia, praying 
the reduction of postage. to two cents 6n all prepaid letters. 
Referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 

oads. 

By Mr. TAYLOR: The petition of James Jones and 40 
others, citizens of Pike county, Ohio, praying Congress to 
establish the rates of postage on prepaid letters at two cents 
per half ounce. Referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. LITTLEFIELD: The petition of Gesrhom Man- 
chester, of Windham, Maine, a revolutionary soldier, 90 
years old, praying for an alteration of the pension laws. 
Referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

By HUNTER: The petition of Isaac Lewis and 103 
others, in favor of cheap postage. Referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. JULIAN: The petition of James Jones, of the 


| city of Richmoud, Indiana, praying to be relieved from 


Josses sustained by the pureba®e of certain property in said 
city, fraudulently sold by Daniel Kelso, as an agent of the 
United States. Referred to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. McLANAHAN: The memorial and papers of 
Juliana Watts and Juliana W. Campbell, beirs at law of 
General Henry Miller, praying Congress to grant them com- 
pensation for the military services of the said General Mil- 
ler during the Revolutionary War. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Also, the memorial of Generat Willis Foulke, of Carlisle, 
Pennsylvania, praying for an invalid pension for services 
rendered in the war of 1822, as captain in the 22d Regiment 
of Infantry, United States Anny. Referred to the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions. 

y Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania: The petition of 
Henry Alexander, and 195 other citizens of Clarion and 
Armstrong counties, Pennsylvania, for a mail route from 
the Clarion and Pittsburg route to Shippenville, Pennsyl 
vania, a distance of 21 miles. Referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, a petition signed by C. Myers, of Clarion county, 
Pennsylvania, and 25 other citizens, for a change inthe ex- 
isting tariff laws. Referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 7 

Also, a petition signed F. G. Crary, of Clarion county, 
Pennsylvania, and 103 other citizens of the same county, of 
similar import to the above. Referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. TAYLOR: The petition of Joseph Cook, and 19 
others, citizens of Pike county, Ohio, setting forth that, in 
their opinion, the soldiers of the war of 1812, and those of 
the several Indian wars prior to that time, are preémincntly 
entitled to the same measure of reward accorded to those 
who served in the war with Mexico, and praying Congress 
for bounty lands. Referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. ` X 

By Mr. BUTLER, of Connecticut: The memorial of E. 
D. Kinnea and others, praying a reduetion of postage. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. CHANDLER: The petition of Edward Neiales, 
and other inhabitants of Philadelphia, asking for a reduce- 
tion of postage on prepaid letters. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

On motion by Mr. SPALDING, 

Ordered, That the petition of the Common Council of 
Bufalo, and other papers relating to the improvement of 
Buffalo Harvor, be taken from the files and referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 


IN SENATE. ° 
Monpay, February 4, 1850. 


Mr. MILLER presented a petition of citizens of ` 
Newark, New Jersey, numerously signed, asking 
additional mail facilities between New York and 
California; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. CASS presented a petition of citizens of 
Easton, in the State of Pennsylvania, in favor of 
cheap postage; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, a petition from citizens of Pontiac, in 
Michigan, in favor of the settlement of-national 
disputes by arbitration; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Binghampton, and other places, in the 
State of New York, asking that the postage on 
all prepaid ‘letters may be reduced to two cents 
per half ounce; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, from citizens of Rochester, in the State of 
New York, in favor of cheap postage; which was 
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referred to the Committee: on thé Post Office and 
Post Roads. fis - Aei 

Also, a memorial of Margaret Hetzel, widow 
of A. R. Hetzel, late an assistant quartermaster 
in the army, asking to be allowed a commission 
upon the disbursements: madé by her late hus- 
band of the appropriation for the removal of the 
Cherokee Indians; which’ was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

‘Mr, BERRIEN presented a petition of citizens 
of Georgia, asking a reduction of the rates of post- 
age; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, 

Mr. COOPER presented the memorial of Charles 
F. Sibbald, of the city of Philadelphia, in the State 
of Pennsyivania, asking indemnity for losses sus- 
tained in consequence of the illegal and forcible 
entry and detaining of his property by agents act- 
ing under the authority of the United States; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Ju- 

. diciary. 

Also, ten petitions of citizens of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, asking that corporal punishment 
may be abolished in the navy of the United States; 
also, forty-nine petitions from citizens of the same 
place, asking that corporal punishment may be 
abolished in both the army and navy; which sev- 
eral petitions were referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Also, a memorial from citizens of Clarion 
county, Pennsylvania, asking the repeal or modi- 
fication of the tariff of 1846; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. SEWARD presented a petition of citizens 
of Seneca county, New York, in favor of the re- 
duction of postage; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presented a 
memorial of Josiah Sturgis, an officer in the reve- 
nue cutter service, asking that the benefits of the 
naval pension laws may be extended to the ofti- 
cers and seamen engaged in the revenue service; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. : 

Also, a petition of citizens of Boston, Massa- 
chusetis, in favor of cheap postage, reducing pre- 

aid letters to the uniform price of two cents per 
half ounce; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented additional docu- 
ments relating to the claims of J. McClintock, 
Harrison Gill, and Mansfield Carter, for services 
rendered at the Great Nemehaw sub-agency for 
the Sac and Fox Indians; which were referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. BALDWIN presented a petition of citizens 
of Waterbury, Connecticut, asking a reduction of 
the rates of postage; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. CLEMENS presented a petition of the late 
and present registers and receivers of the land 
office at Lebanon, Alabama, asking to be allowed 
a commission on the entry of military bounty land 
warrants; which was referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Mr. CLARKE presented a petition from citi- 
zensof Providence, Rhode Island, askimg a reduc- 
tion of the rates of postage; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. CORWIN presented a petition of citizens 
of Ohio, asking a reduction of the rates of postage; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. f mr 
* Also, the petition of C. wW. Bitch, asking in- 
demnity for French spoliations prior to 1880; 
which was referred to a select committee. 

Also, the memorial of George C. Johnson, a 
licensed trader with the Indians, asking the .pay- 
ment of a debt due him by the Shawnee Indians; 
which was referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. . Gs 

Mr. DOUGLAS presented a memorial from citi- 
zens of the United States residing in the valley of 
the northwestern Lakes, in favor of measures to 
acquire the right to the navigation of the St. Law- 
rence; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. : g 

Mr. KING presented the memorial of the heirs 
of Richard Barry, asking indemnity for French 
spoliations prior to 1800; which was referred to 

the select committee on the subject. ; 

Mr. UNDERWOOD presented a memorial 

adopted at a meeting of officers and soldiers in the 
late war with Great Britain, held at Richmond, in 


~ 
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the State of: Kentucky, asking that those who 
served in'that war may be allowed bounty. land; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 
© PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion by Mr. SEWARD, 
_ Ordered, That the petition of the heirs of David Noble, on 
the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

On motion by Mr. SEWARD, | 

Ordered, That the memorial of Hector St. John Beetley, 
on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Comimiltee on 
Pensions. abe Ra 

On motion by Mr. SEWARD, 

Ordered, That the petition of Elijah Buckanon, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. DOWNS, 


Ordered, That the petition of Caleb Greene, on the files of 
the Senate, be referred to the Committee of Claiins. 


On motion by Mr. YULEE, 


Ordered, That the petition ot Obed Hussey, on the files of 
the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Patents aud the 
Patent Office, 


On motion by Mr. YULEE, ; 


Ordered, Thatthe petition of William Marvin, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Publie 
Lands. 


On motion by Mr. SEWARD, 
Ordered, That Richard M. Livingston, heir of James Liv- 
ingston, have vave to withdraw bis getition. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. JONES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred the petition of John Mitchell 
for an increase of pension, submitted a report, 
which was ordered to be printed, accompanied 
by a bill for the further relief of John Mutchell; 
which was read and ordered to a second reading. 

Also, from the same committee; to which was 
referred the petition of Elizabeth Jones, submitted 
a report, which was ordered to be printed, accom- 
panied by a bill for the relicf of ishizabeth Jones 
and the children (if any) of John Carr; which was 
read and ordered to a second reading. 

Algo, from the same committee, to which was re- 
ferred the petition of Hubert H. Booley, submitted 
a report, which was ordered to be printed, accom- 
panied by a bill for the relief of Hubert H. Booley, 
which was read and ordered to a second reading. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the memorial of Thompson Hutchinson, 
asking arrears of pension, submitted a report, 
which was ordered to be printed, accompanied by 
a bill for the relicf of Thompson Hutchinson, 
which was read and ordered to a second reading. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the memorial of Elizabeth Munroe, 
widow of a surgeon in the army, asking a pen- 
sion, submitted a report, which was ordered to-be 
printed, accompanied by a bill granting a pension 
to Elizabeth. Munroe, which was read and or- 
dered to a second reading. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred the petition of John 
A. McGaw, of New York, submitted a report, 
which was ordered to be printed, accompanied by 
a bill granting relief to John A. McGaw, which 
was read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr: NORRIS, from the Committee of Claims, 
to which was referred the papers of Dr. B. F. 
Mullen, submitted an adverse report on the same; 
which was ordered to be printed. ; 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the memorial of John Dawson, late pen- 
sion agent at Illinois, submitted a report, which 
was ordered to be printed, asking to be discharged 
from further consideration of the same. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to which was referred the petition of 
Alpheus Alga, Bazil Bumah, Charles Chartae, 
and others, asking to be placed on the same foot- 
ing with the Hungarians in the distribution of 
public lands, asked to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the same, and that it be 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands; which 
was agreed to. i 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the petition of Rob- 
ert Butler, asking compensation for his property 
taken for public use, submitted an adverse report 
on the same; which was ordered to be printed. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the memorial of Orville B. Deeble and 
George C. Bates, asking a grant of land and the 
right of way to aid in the construction of a canal 


around the Falls of St. Mary’s, subrnittéd a report 
in writing;-accompanied by a bill granting to thet 
State of Michigan the right of way ahd a donation 
of public land for.the construction of a ship-canal 
around. the. Falls of St. Mary’s, in said: State; 
which was read and ordéred to a second reading. 
Also, from the same committee, to which. wag 
referred thé several memorials of officers and 
soldiers of the late war with Great Britain, asking 
to be allowed bounty land, asked:to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the sarie, and 
that they be referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs; which was agreed to. ” 
_ Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- 
ing,’ to which was referred the report of the 
Secretary of War, giving the names, salaries, &c., 
of the persons employed in the several branches” 
of the War Department, reported in favor of 
printing the same; which was agreed to. 


RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War he requested to 
communicate to the Senate copies of a report of the survey 
and soundings of the harbor of Racine, in the State of Wis- 
consin, made by Lieut. Webster during the past summer, 
with the accompanying map and papers; as also with any 
“additional and correct infor mation of the commerce of the 
Lakes” that ay be in possession of the Chief of the Bu- 
reau of Topographical Engineers, : 

Mr. DODGE also submitted the following res- 
olution: : 

Reséleed, That the Sceretary of the Treasury be directed 
to communicate to the Senate a statement of the amount of 
public money expended for the construction of harbors, the 
building of light-bouses, or for other purposes, within the 
present limits of Milwaukee land distriet, designating each 
object of expenditure, its locality, parpose, &c. . 

Mr. YULEE submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expedieney of providing.a suita- 
ble depôt at Key West for supplies aud fuel for the use of 
the navy. i 

Mr. YULEE also submitted the following res- 
olution: : : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Pnblic Lands in- 
guire into the propriety of providing a compensation to the 
registers and receivers in the Newaansville and st. Augus- 
tine land districts for their services under the act to provide 
for the armed occupation of Florida. 

Mr. CLEMENS submitted the following reso- 
lution: x 

Resolved, That thë Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inguire into the expediency of establishing a ma- 
tional foundry in the State of Alabama. 

Mr. CORWIN submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the justice and propriety of providing 
by law forthe payment to the Winnebago Iidinns of the sum 
of $12,000, with interest from March, 1843, alleged to. have 
been paid wrongfully to the heirs of James Melarang,” 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa, submitted the following 
resolution: ~ 

Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency ot making an appiopriation 
for a geological survey of Oregon Territory. 
`~ Mr. DOUGLAS submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War canse to be laid be 
fore the Senate the report made to Gen. Persiter P. Smith 
by M. L. Smith, of the Topographical Engineers, upon the 

improvement and draining of the city and valley of Mexico. 


BILL INTRODUCED ON LEAVE, 


Mr. RUSK, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 
Wm. L. Cazeneau, of Texas; which was read a 
first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee of Claims. 


PRIORITY OF BUSINESS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT announced. that if 
there was no further morning business, there was 
a bill which had been ordered to a third reading 
which might now be considered. : 

Mr. YULEE. | take the liberty of suggesting 
to the Chair whether the regülar business tn order 
would not be. the consideration of those resolutions 
which are on-the calendar, and which relate to. 
business pertaining to the morning hour. — i 

Mr. KING. This bill had better have its third 
reading. 3 . 

Mr. YULEE. I desire merely to take up the 
business confingd to the morning hour, whieh has 
not yet expired; the more especially as the Sena- 
tor from Alabama [Mr. Kine] has objected to the 
consideration of resolutions of reference, and the 
only possible chance of having them considered is 
daring the morning hour. 
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:: Mr KING. The Senator from Florida has 
mistaken me. I did not object to. resolutions of 
reference, but: to the immediate consideration of 
resolutions which Senators may present calling for 
information, and about which we could know but 
little from the mere. hearing of them read. I pre- 
ferred: that the rule should be carried. out, and that 
they should lie one day at least on the table for 
examination... It must be apparent to all that we 
have passed many resolutions calling for informa- 
tion which can scarcely be obtained during the 
session, imposing a vast deal of labor on the De- 
partments, requiring extra clerk hire, and involv- 
ing;much extra expense. It is far better that busi- 
ness should come up and be considered in its’ 
regular order; and I do not see why the Senator 
*should now object to our going on in this course. 

Mr. YOLEE. My objection simply was. that 
this billdoes not come up now in the regular order, 
and that such order was the consideration of reso- 

lutions on the calendar. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair sup- 

poses this bill to come up in its regular order. _ 

Mr. YULEE. Itis not a part of the morning 

business, | submit to the Chair. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the gentleman 

make any motion? ; ay 

Mr. YULEL. Not if the bill comes up in its 
regular order. 

Mr. PHELPS, Ido not understand this bill, 
and I request that it may lie over. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I move, Mr. President, 
-that we take up the resolutions which lie on the 
” table in their order. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is moved that the 
Senate proceed to the consideratiou of the regular 
order of the day. The unfinished business is the 
resolution of the Senator from Michigan in rela- 
tion to the suspension of diplomatic intercourse 
with Austria. 

Mr. FOOTE, It is understood that the Senator 
from Georgia [Mr. Berrten] has the floor, and, 
without desiring to interfere with that arrange- 
ment, with his consent and that of the Senate, I 
will at this moment offer an amendment to the re- 
solution of the Senator from Michigan, so that it 
shall be before the Senate when the Senator from 
Georgia shall speak, 

The amendment was sent up to the Chair. 

Mr. YULEE. Will the Chair allow me to call 
attention to the 30th rule: 

“The special orders of the day shall not be called by the 
Chair before one o'clock, unless otherwise directed by the 
Sonate,” 

T maintain that the purpose of that rule was to 
enable the ordinary business of the morning hour 
to be transacted. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I did not design to call for 
the special order, but for the consideration of res- 
olutions lying on the table which [ supposed would 
not elicit debate. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. I beg leave to in- 
form the Senator from Florida (Mr. Yurex] that 
the motion was put, will the Senate proceed to the 
consideration of the order of the day? and the 
Senate decided accordingly. The 15th rule is as- 
follows: 

«Phe unfinished business in which the Senate was en- 
gaged at the fast preceding adjournment shall have the pre- 
ference in the special orders of the day.” 

The resolution of the Senator from Michigan, 
not yet adopted, is one of the orders of the day. 

Mr. YULEE. That may have been the form 
in which the Chair put the question, but I did not 
so understand the object of the Senator fray New 
York, [Mr. Dicxtnson.] 

Mr. DICKINSON. I move to pass over the 
resolution of the Senator from Michigan, and that 
those resolutions be taken up, which will not call 
for debate. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I wish to make 
an inquiry. ‘Lhe census bill was made the special 
order for to-day, and am Ito understand, by the 
decision of to-day, that the resolution of the Sen- 
ator from Michigan supersedes it? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘That is the im- 
pression of the Chair, under the [5th rule. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts.. I ask the con- 
sent of the Senator from Michigan to allow the 
census bill to be taken up to-day. Iam very far 
‘from wishing to throw obstacles in the way of the 
consideration of his resolution, but hope he will 


Mr. CASS. I am anxious that the Senate should 
come to a decision on this subject. Yet I have no 
objection to gratifying the wish of the Senator 
from Massachusetts, except that I understand that 
the Senator from Georgia [Mr. Berrien] wishes 
this morning to offer some remarks oñ the resolu- 
ton. ; 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I hope the 
Senator from Georgia will permit the census bill 
to be taken up and disposed of. I thought it was 
the understanding of the Senate that this measure 
should.come up this morning. Such, at least, was 
the understanding I had with the Senator from 
Mississippi. 

Mr. FOOTE. After.the appeal of the Senator 
from Massachusetts to me, I feel bound to state 
what has occurred on this subject. The other day, 
when the Senator from Massachusetts was entitled 
to the floor, the Senator from Virginia [Mr. Hun- 
TER] was anxious to go on and make his speech, 
the one to which we all listened with such great 
pleasure the other day, and, on conference with 
the Senator from Massachusetts, that Senator very 
courteously agreed to give up the advantage which 
he possessed, provided we on this side of the 


at as early a period as possible. I found all on | 
this side favorable to the arrangement, and so an- 
nounced to the Senator from Massachusetts, in 
consequence of wifich he agreed to the postpone- 
ment of this measure; and, for one, Í assure him that | 
I am prepared to carry out the compact. And Lap- | 
peal.to my friends to unite with me in doing so, if 
the Senator from Massachusetts desires it; but I 
had supposed and hoped that the Senator would 
not have recognized the matter as so particularly 
urgent as to need pressing this week, as the gen- 
tleman from Georgia and others are desirous of | 
being heard this morning. However, | will stand 
by the compact to the full extent of my promise. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I regret that | 
I feel called upon to press the consideration of this | 
meusure against the wishes of the Senator from 
Georgia; but it does seem to me that it has been 
postponed now beyond what the public exigencies | 
demand, and I therefore hope that by general con- 
sent it will be taken up this morning and disposed 


of. 

-Mr,. BERRIEN. It is a mere question of or- 
der, I apprehend, in the course of the proceedings 
of the Senate. The private understanding between’ 
gentlemen on either side of the Chamber cannot, I 
apprehend, affect that order. The unfinished busi- 
ness of the day, when the Senate was last in ses- 
sion, is the business first in order to-day, and that 
unfinished business is the resolution introduced 
by the Senator from Michigan. l am perfectly 
willing to acquiesce in the decision of the Senate. 
I state merely what l regard to be the right, founded 
on the established usage of the Senate. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I only wish 
my friend from Georgia to consider that the reso- 
lution referred to by him, gets its precedence by 
my giving way, with the understanding that this 
measure should come up to-day. It gets its pref- 
erence on the calendar by my consent to give way, 


Chamber would unite in yielding to him the floor jj 


on Wednesday or Thursday, when the matter was | 


The VICE PRESIDENT. - Does the Senator 
from Massachusetts make any motion? 

_Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts... I move, if it 
is in order to dg so, that the orders of the day be 
postponed, with a view to take up the census. bill. 

The motion to postpone the special order was 
agreed to. oe 
THE CENSUS oF 1850. 


The bill to provide for the taking of the seventh 
census of the United States was then taken up'as 
in Committee of the Whole. 

The bill having been read through— 

Mr. BORLAND wished to amend the 20th -sec- 
tion thereof.: 

Mr. DAWSON. I propose to amend the Ist 
| section. I suppose the better plan will be to 
amend it as we go on, section by section. I pro- 
pose to strike out of the 10th line of the Ist sec- 
tion the word ‘‘ annexed,” and insert the words 
“ the tables prepared by the Census Board.” The 
law under which this board acts was passed on the 
3d of March, 1849. It says that. ‘the Secretary 
‘of State, the Attorney General, and the Post- 
‘master General shall constitute and be a board. to 
‘be styled the Census Board. Itshall be theduty 
‘of said board to prepare and cause to be printed 
“such forms and schedules as may be necessary for 


i| ‘the full enumeration of the inhabitants of the 


‘ United States,’”’ going on to specify. The forms 
annexed to the bill are not those made out by the 
beard constituted by this law; and 1 do not think 
myself, from an examination of both, that those 
annexed to the bill are as full and comprehensive 
as those made out by the Census Board, and which 
are in conformity to the law of 1849. The amend- 
ment I proposeis to strike out the word “ annexed’? 
in the 10th line of the ist section, and to insert in 
lieu thereof the words “the tables prepared by 
the Census Board.” : ee 

Mr. BORLAND withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. DAWSON. I wish to observe that the 
amendment which I propose does not diminish the 
requisitions of the annexed forms proposed by the 
committee, but is intended to increase the number 
of heads, and to make the statistics fuller. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I had intended 
to say a word in regard to the proceedings ofthe 
committee before any amendments were proposed, 
and I will take this opportunity to.do so. . This, 
as the Senate is aware, is a very complicated sub- 
ject. Itis true that Congress so far acted on the 
matter at the last session as to pass a law, which 
has been adverted to by the Senator from Georgia, 
[Mr. Dawson,] giving direction to the Census 
Board to prepare blanks. That board made a 
very brief report to the Senate, accompanied by 
no blanks, which report is upon your tables, and 
has been referred to this committee. The com- 
mittee took it up, and they have carried the busi- 
|| ness forward with the aid’ of such information as 
| has been collected during the vacation between 
| the last and the present session, and, after a very 
laborious effort, they have framed a set of tables, 
numbering from one to six inclusive, which are 
annexed to the present bill, and have been printed 
and been before the;Senate for some days. This 


i 


last up. It seems to me that it ought now to be 
restored to its proper place on the docket. 

Mr. KING. All will perceive that we shall get | 
through business much more rapidly if we sufler | 
one matter to be discussed and decided at a time. į 
When the Senator, therefore, gave way to take up | 
another subject, it was with the understanding, Í | 
suppose, that it was to be finally disposed of, and |; 


has not been done without. care, without reflec- 
tion, and without a great deal of consideration of 
the subject. They have endeavored to comply, as 
far as they could, with what they deemed: to be 
the spirit of the law of last session, and to make 
its provisions in conformity with what they deemed 
to be the wish aid will of Congress.: Their labors 
are now under consideration, and the honorable 


that we were not to go on and discuss it for a day, 
and then lay it aside, and then take up another 
matter and discuss it and leave it undecided, until 
the calendar became overloaded with unfinished 
business. J have made no compact, and entered 
into no arrangement of any kind, and never will, 
{ wish to see the orders of the day taken up reg- 


on them, to go on with their consideration; if not, 


up, and not, as is proposed now, to postpone it 
with a view to take up any other subject. I con- 
sider it of great importance that we should dispose 
of this subject as soon as possible. There are va- | 
rious reasons, which 1 will not assign, why it | 
should be disposd of, and I trust the Senate will | 
go on in regular order, and get a final decision on | 
the resolution offered by the Senator from Mich- | 


i 


yield on this occasion. 


S 


ularly as they arise, and if we are prepared to act || 


to postpone them, and let some other matter come |; 


Senator from Georgia proposes to strike them out 
entirely, and to insert the tables which have been 
prepared, as I understand it, by the board ap- 
pointed to make tables on this subject. 1 ask m 
friend from Georgia in what these tables, which he 
cails the tables prepared by that board, differ from 
the tables prepared by the Senate’s committeé? 
And, if he has the official tables furnished by that 
board, I take leave to ask him, and I do it with all 
respect and deference, where he obtained them? 
| Mr. DAWSON. From the Secretary of: the 
| Board of Census. ; 

Mr. DAVIS. Will you be good epough tolay 
them before t's, and state wherein they differ? 

Mr. DAWSON. There is some. difference: in 
the arrangement of the various heads of business, 

Mr. DAVIS. I must say, because truth de- 
mands it, that no tables were Jaid before this com- 
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mittee from the Census Board. .-There were tables 
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laid before us when, we met, which the secretary of 
the board presented as’ coming from the census 
board, but Í take it theyare not the tables laid be- 
fore the Senator from Georgia. - 

Mr. DAWSON, (in his’ seat.) They are very 
similar. : 

Mr. DAVIS. But they are quite a different set 
from those which were laid before the Senate. We 
took those tables which the census board disclaim, 
which they do not recognize as their tables, but 
which were framed, as the secretary says, on in- 
formation furnished by himself, but adopted by 
the board. T'he board disclaimed this fact, and 
therefore we had no table before the committee 
which was presented by the board atal. Under 
these circumstances the committee proceeded to 
discharge the difty imposed on them by the Sen- 
ate in good faith; and they took such material as 
they had, and out of that material, and according 
to their own judgment, they framed tables which 
are now in print upon the tables of the Senate. 
Sir, l never heard of any official tables until after 
the report of the committee was made, and this bill 
and the tables accompanying it were printed. After 
that, I did hear, and | was informed from a source 
upon which I placed reliance, that a set of tables 
were prepared by the board. And while 1 say 
this I do not mean to undervalue the services of 
the board or the secretary, or anybody else. Lam 
but stating the facts as they exist. 

Now I have compared these tables—called offi- 
cial tables—with those prepared by the Senate’s 
committee, and 1 say to the Senator from Georgia, 
and to the Senate, and I think the committee will 
bear me out in it, that there is no very essential 
variation between the two tables. ‘There is a va- 
riation in some things. There is a different order 
anda different arrangement, and some things are 
previded for of not very great consideration in the 
official tables, as they are called, that are not pro- 
vided for, perhaps, in the tables of the committee; 
but I believe that everything that is considered es- 
sential is provided for in the tables of the commit- 
tee; and pfovided for by an arrangement, in my 
jadgment, altogether superior to those now pro- 
posed by the Senator from Georgia. Lt required a 
great deal of labor to condense these tables, and to 
bring them into shape so as to secure the informa- 
tion sought to be obtained in an accurate way. 


The committee have labored and have arranged 
and re-arranged these tables, until they believe 


they are in as good a condition, and in a form as 
well adapted to obtain the information which is 
sought for, as they are able to put them into, in 
the exercise of their judgment and understanding on 
the subject. 


This motion was entirely unexpected by the 
committee; and, as it seemed to demand an ex- 


planation, L have made it, and leave it to the Senate 
to judge between the two sets of tables, if they 
shail think it worth their while to go into that ex- 
amination. I believe that, so far as regards the 
table of white population, there is no essential 
difference between them. So far as regards the 
table relating to the slave population, there is no 
diflerence of any consequence. So fur as regards the 
table in relation to manufactures and the products 
of industry, there is no essential difference between 
the tables. So far as regards the agricultural table, 
there is a slight difference, and we found it indis- 
pensable to make a difference in a very great and 
material point. itis necessary to their economical 
arrangement that these tables should be printed on 
paper of a given size, and we found it necessary 
to reduce that table somewhat for this reason. But 
we transferred all the elements of this reduction 
into what is called the sixth table, of social statis- 
tics. Nearly the whole and the only substantial 
change made in the table, after ìooking the system 
through, is that in certain products the value shall 
be taken, instead of the whole amount produced. 
When the committee looked through it, and saw 
the labors imposed-on the persons who are to be 
sent out to take this information, they perceived 
that it was indispensable to Keep an eye on the 
matter, or such a mass of dunes would Le accu- 
mulated on them as, to a certain extent, to defeat 
the object in view. łe must not be made too labo- 
rious and complex for those who are to take tne 
enumeration; and that point was kept steadily in 
view by the committee; and, in considenng the 
tables, they had reterence to that fact, in order that 
the duties of the persons taking the enumeration 
and statistics might be ‘plain and easy, and the 


E 


forms made'so as to be understood by any person 
of common sagacity. We think we have made a 
good arrangement in that particular. It has. not 
been done without a great deal of labor and con- 
sideration having been spent upon it by the com 
mittee... lt is the result of their best efforts. All 
worked upon it, without exception, and, L believe, 
all are satisfied with the tables; and L see no good 
reason, after they have made their report, why a 
set of tables we have never seen till to-day, should 
now be brought in to supplant them, more espe- 
| cially when the tables of the committee are supe- 
i rior to those thus presented. y 

Mr. DAWSON. ltis stated by the chairman 
of the committee that there is very little differ- 
‘ence between the tables that have been prepared 


committee. Now, I will state to the Senate a fact 
| in relation to this matter. The Board of Census, 
consututed under the act of last session, have dis- 
charged the duties imposed upon them. ‘They 
have entered into a contract and have expended 
about nine thousand out of the sum of ten thou- 
sand dollars that was appropriated for the pur- 
chase of paper and the printing of forms, in order 
| to be ready, as soon as the bill was passed, to 
enter upon the work of taking the census. 1 an- 
derstand that the paper bas been purchased in 
Philadelphia, and has arrived, or is expected to 
arrive here to-day, to be used according to the 
plan proposed by the Board ef Census; and a 
change of the forms adopted by the board will 
render it impossible to use the paper that has thus 
been purchased. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. 


whether there has been any printing done? 
Mr. DAWSON. I undersiand tnere has. 


typed? 

Mr. DAWSON. 
already stereotyped. 

Mr. DAVIS. Not atall. 

Mr. DAWSON. 1 understand from an officer 
of the Board of Census that such is the case. 

Mr. DAVIS. The Senator must have been 
misinformed. 


I understand that they are 


| by the Board of Census and those prepared by the į 


Will the | 


Senator from Georgia allow me to ask him |! labors of the committee. 


Mr. DAVIS. Have the tables been stereo- i 


Mr. DAWSON. Weill, whether there has been | 


such an expenditure... So far as Iam: acquainted 
with the matter, I fully concur in_the.views ex- 
pressed by the chairman of the committee. My 
own health was not such as to permit my: regular 
| and constant participation in the labors of the.com- 
mittee. But that gentleman labored day-and night 
in obtaining information upon the subject of the 
census; and he has discharged his duty in such a 
way as to entitle him to the respect of the residue 
of the committee, as well as of the entire Senate: 
There has been no information furnished by the 
Census Board that was instituted by law during 
the last session; or, if there was any information 
of any value procured by that board, I am entire- 
ly ignorant of it.. They kept it to themselves, un- 
|| less they furnished the gentleman from Georgia 
with it. à 

Sir, in the absence of that information, the 
chairman of the committee, as well as every mem- 
|i ber of the committee—and there were. members 
from the North and South, the East and West, 
from slave States and from free States, upon the 
committee—labored day and night in procuring in- 
formation—which they did not possess themselves 
—from other gentlemen acquainted with the sub- 
ject, and they have succeeded in constructing: the 
; bill which is now before the Senate for discussion. 
| All I can say, sir, is this, that if-the Board of 
| Census has expended nine thousand dollars in 
preparing tables and purchasing paper, 1. think 
that fact should have been divulged to us while 
we were acting under the instructions of this body, 
and not furnished to the Senator from Georgia, to 
be brought in at this stage of the proceedings, to 
create opposition to this bill, and thus to defeat the 
lt is true, some tables 
were furnished to the committee, but those tables 
no member of the committee thought sufficiently 
| matured to bring before the Senate. 
i| Imerely rose, sir, for the purpose of bearing 
|| testimony to the correctness of the statement of 
the chairman of the committee, who is, in m 
|| opinion, entitled to great credit for the labor which 
|| he has bestowed upon the subject, 
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. If the Senate 
i| will bear with me for a moment, J will state that 
j Lam unable to speak with certainty as to whether 
| the paper alluded to has been purchased or not. I 


any printing Gone or not, one thing is certain, that }) take it for granted, however, that sume paper has 
the paper must necessarily correspond with the l been purchased. But, let me say to you, Mr. 
| stereotyped plate; and it is certain also that nine | President, and to the Senate, that the facts in re- 
thousand doilars have been expended in the pur- | 


chase of paper, which, 1 understand, will arrive 
to-day; and that paper is made to correspond with 


the tavies. if this be not the case, the better plan 


will be to move that the committee rise, or else 
postpone the further consideration of the subject 
for a day or two, in order that we may. be more 
thoroughly informed with regard to it. “Lhe Presi- 
dent in his message communicated to Congress 
the fact that the Board of Census had discharged 
their duty, and had directed the necessary papers 
to be prepared and sent out to the marshals. in the 
different parts of the Union. f . 

Ì propose, sir, that the further consideration of 
the subject be postponed, in order that we may be 
better informed in relauon to it, l will remark 
that l have derived my information from the 
Board of Census. ‘Phat iniormation may be 1.- 
correct, however; if so, i shall be happy tu be set 
right with regard to it. 

Mr. MANGUM. In view of these conflicting 
opinions and conflicting statements, sir, l am ot 
opmion that we should not adopt hastily a plan or 
set of forms that will occasion the throwing away 
of several thousand dollars. As to-day has been 
appropriated to unfinished business, upon which 
my irlend trom Georgia (Mr. BERRIEN] proposes 
io address the Scnate—who ought Iu all courtesy 
to be heard—i move that the bill he upon tne table 
for the present. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Will the Senator from North 
Carolina withdraw thal mouon for a moment? 

Mr. MANGUM. Certainly. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I shail noi enter into a discus- 
sion of this question, Mr. President. 
wish to bear tesumony to the truth of the state- 
ment made by the chairman of the committee, of 
which i have the honor to be a member. If the 
Board of Census has incurred the expenditure 
which the Senator from Georgia says they have 
incurred, 1 cannot but think it a very censurable 


io us which is suficient, in my opinion, to justify 


L simply | 


proceeding ; for there has been nothing exhibited | 


gard to this matter should not be misrepresented. 
My worthy friend from Georgia says—what to 
doubt he believes—that if the tables prepared by 
the Board of Census are not used, there will be a 
sacrifice or loss of some eight or nine thousand 
dollars. Whether. that amount of papér: has 
been purchased or not, 1 am unable to say. . But, 
let me say to you, sir, and in the hearing of those 
who made this statement to the honorable Senator, 
ghat these tables have been prepared by the com- 
mittee with a studious reference to the size of the 
paper, in order that it may be suitable for the 
purpose. for which it is intended, and a studious 
reference to having the tables prepared for paper 
of the size of that which itis said has been pur- 
chased. Now, sir, in view of this fact, if 1 do net 
| misapprehend the subject altogether, there will be 
no pecuniary loss incurred from purchasing this 
paper, for it may be used in the printing of the 
forms proposed by the committee. I know my 
friend trom Georgia believes what he states, but £ 
| think he is entirely mistaken in his view of the 
| matter, and that there is no diflerence, in a pecu- 
niary point of view, whether we print the tables 
|| prepared by the Census Board or those which 
‘have been reported by the committee, ard now 
© tefore the Senate. They are both adapted to the 
size of paper that is said to have been purchased; 
so that the work will go on in the same manner, 
| whether we use the one set of tables or the other. 

Mr. HUNTER. I would inquire of the honor- 
able Senator from Georgia whether there was any 
authority vested in the Census Board by the act of 
Jast session to have this work executed ? 

Mr. CLAY, (in his seat.) Certainly there was. 

Mr. DAWSON. Certainly; 1 will read the-law: 
AN ACT to make arrangements for taking the 7th Census. 


Be it enactedy $c. That the Secretary of State, the Attor- 
nev General, and the Postmaster General shall constitute 
and.be a board, to be styled the Census Board; that it shall 
be the duty of the said board to prepare and cause to be 
printed such forms and schedules as may be necessary for 
ihe full enumeration of the inhabitants of the United States 5 


i 


aud also proper forms and schedules for collecting, in stat 
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tiéal ‘tables; ider proper heads, such’ information’ as to 
mines, agriculture, commerce, manufactures, education, 

’ atid other topics, as wilt exhibit a full view of the pursuits, 
industry, edacation, and resources of the country; it being 
provided that the number of said inquiries, exclusive of the 
enuniération,; shalt not exceed one hundred, and that the 
expense incarted in preparing. and printing said forms and 
Schedules shall not exceed ten thousand dollars. 

Ido not éhink, sir, that Eam mistakén in rela- 
tion to the information I have received.. If it be 
as F have staed, the Senate ought to. know it; and 
df it be wot 30, & postponement of the consideration 
ofthe subject until to-morrow will enable us to 
procure further information, so that we shall be 
able to'act upon the subject understandingly. 

Mr. DAVIS. We can get no néw information, 
Mr. President, bya postponement of this ques- 
tion; for we have already been informed from a 
source which I believe to be perfectly satisfactory; 
one in which I have entire confidence—that no 
printing has been done; none whatever. Perhaps 
I had no right so to do, but, sir; I advised that 
none should be done; because I thought it very 
probable that there would be some change made 
in the forms; for I believed that, io many particu- 
lars, they could be greatly improved, and 1 cannot 
think that there has-been any printing done, ex- 
cept, perhaps, some forms such as are contained 
in the bill itself. It seems to me that there is no 
substantial reason why the consideration of this 
bill should be postponed; there can be no new 
light upon it brought before the Senate: nor is 
there any plausible reason why the tables of the 
committee should be supplanted by those of the 
Board of Census, which have been offered by the 
Senator from Georgia. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I beg leave to makea 
brief statement to the Senate in relation to this 
matter: When the Census Committee met cer- 
tain tables were presented for-their consideration, 
and the committee took them up, and proceeded, 
item by item, to consider the matters contained in 
them. Various amendments were made to those 
tables by the committee, and the gentleman who, it 
was understood, officiated on behalf of the Census 
Board, in attendance, expressed himself pleased 
and satisficd with some of the amendments made 
by the committee, and proposed to obtain them as 
soon as practicable, for the purpose of having them 
printed with the tables that might thereafier be 
made out. My understanding was‘at that time, 
and during the whole consideration of the subject 
by the committee, that none of the tables had been 
stereotyped and printed for the purpose of distribu- 
tion among the assistant marshals, Uf such had been 
the fact, it seems to me it must have been commu- 
nicated to the committee, from what took place in 
committee, and between the committee and the 
gentleman who superintended the business on be- 
half ofthe Census Board. Thecomiittec proceeded 
in that way, sir, until our tables were made out. 
I did notunderstand that the tables which had bees 
furnished us by Mr. Kennedy—for L may-as well 
name the genteman—the secretary of the board, 
had met the sanction of the board. After our tables 
had all been adopted, the chairman of the commit- 
tee waited on me,aday or two since, and presented 
this paper, which [ now hold in my hand, as the 
official act of the Census Board; and the names of 
gentlemen composing that board are attached to 
that paper; and this is the first paper which I have 
ever received, or had a sight of, that has been cer- 
tified to have been an official act on the part of the 
Census. Board with reference to the formation of 
these tables. This was shown to me yesterday or 
the day before by the honorable Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts, the chairman of the committee. 

Mr. DAVIS. It was delivered to me since the 
bill and the tables prepared by the committee were 
printed. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. The gentleman says it 
was delivered to him after the bill and the tables 
reported by the committee had been printed. Now, 
I have no sort of feeling about the matter. [only 
want the Senate to take that set of tables which 
will best answer the purpose for which they are 
intended. Iam entirely content with, and would 
‘evea prefer, to adhere to the tables which have 
-been made out by the committee after great delib- 
eration. 

My friend from Georgia is entirely mistaken in 
Supposing that the tables certified by the census 
board are more extensive in their operation than 
those prepared by the Committee on the Census. 
I believe they are leas so. It will be found, sir, 


upon an examination of our tables, that milk, but- 
ter, cheese, fatted cattle, and ‘all such matters are 
embraced. it is'a mistake, therefore, to suppose 
that there is not as much comprehended in these 
tables as in those ef the census board. 

Mr. DAWSON. The aggregate quantity sold 
is there, but not the quantity produced. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. ‘The matter was duly 
canvassed by the committee, and I will now state 
to the Senate that our tables are prepared with a 
view to contain an account of all those articles 
which have been sold, omitting those which have 
been consumed in families. ‘The committeé thought 
that it would: be almost impossible to obtain any 
accurate information as to the quantity of milk, 
butter, garden vegetables, fruits, and thiogs of 
that sort consumed in private families. I can only 
say, Sir, for one, that it would be utterly imposst- 
ble fer me to give an account of the amount con- 
samed in my tamily, by any account kept or esti- 
mate made from day to day, from week to week, 
or from month to month, because no such account 
is ever kept; and the only way in which I could 
arrive at any estimate at all would be to say we 
had milk and butter and vegetables and fruit 
enough for so many mouths, as much as they 
could consume, and then form a conjecture as to 
how much that number of mouths could consume; 
that is the only account | could give, and 1 do not 
think that any family in the country could come 
any nearer to the true quantity than could be done 
by this method. Our tables embrace every article 
that is the subject-matter of trade, every article 
which has been sold, and from which the family 
derived revenue. And the committee supposed 
that, when you had obtained all the information 
in regard to the profit made in dairies, the profit 
upon milk and butter, the profit upon produce of 
market gardens, it would be a very easy matter to 
consider how much the family having these estab- 
lishments would probably consume; and that you 
would thereby save the assistant marshal from a 
great deal of labor, and loss of time by detention 
at the different farm-houses in making inquiries. 
Let gentlemen ask themselves how long the assist- 
ant marshal would be detained at each place ma- 
king inquiries as to how much milk and butter, 
fruits and vegetables were annually consumed in 
the family. 

Sir, the committee considered all these things, 
and they thought that, when the time that would 
thus be consumed by the assistant marshal in 
making these inquiries came to be considered, the 
expense would be greatly disproportioned to the 
value of the information when obtained; and there- 
fore we limited our amount of information to those 
articles which the family might sell, to the profit 
they might make, leaving everybody to estimate 
for themselyes the quantity which would naturally 
enter into family consumption. If this bill is to 
be proceeded with at this time, | suppose the 
proper way would be to take up the tables that 
have been furnished by the census board, and the 
tables that have been prepared by the Committee 
on the Census, and read item by item, so that a 
proper comparison may be made. 

i dislike very much, sir, to go into a comparison 
of this sort now, but 1 will venture to say that if 


į you take up the tables and make the comparison, 


you will find that the tables which the committee 
have reported do embrace every essential item that 
is comprehended in the tables of the census board, 
with some additions. To name one, the committee 
have reported a column in their tables for the 
number of roomsin a dwelling house. The tables 
of the census board have no such column. They 
merely provide for recording the number of dwel- 
ling houses. ‘The object of the committee was to 
f ascertain how the population of the country is 
| locatcct—how provided for; and we thought that, 
by inserting a column for the number of rooms in 
a dwelling house, as the amount recorded in the 
column for population would show the number of 
persons, you might obtain the basis of a very cor- 
| rect judgment as to the manner in which the fami- 
lies of the country are provided for. Our tables, 
| therefore, it seems to me, will contain more. full 
| and completeinformation in relation to the families 
| throughout the country than those furnished by 
| the census board, 


|| Sir, [shall not go into a discussion of this mat- 


į ter, unless it become necessary to do so, in conse- 
| quence of arguments that may be advanced in. 
opposition to the views of the comħittee, as I 


r 


understand it is designed to submit a motion to 
postpone the further consideration of the subject 
unt} some future day. Let that question be- dis- 
posed of. lam inclined to vote against it, how- 
ever; for it is believed by some gentlemén to be 
an important matter to get this thing under way 
and adopt some tables, so that the Census Board - 
may expend those nine or ten thousand dollars, 
which | believe has not yet been expended, in 
purchasing paper, and printing the tables, and. ta- 
king measures to have them distributed through- 
out the country. I think, therefore, although. I 
have a great desire to hear the gentleman from 
Georgia, that the public interest will be promoted 
by disposing of this matter to-day. 

Mr. BERRIEN. I hope, sirgthat the disposi- 
tion which may be made of this Bill will not at all 
depend upon any consideration which is personal’ 
to myself. I rise merely for the purpose of say- 
ing that, looking to the suggestion that has been 
made by my colleague, the question does not ap-_ 
pear to meto he as tothe comparative merits of the 
tables which have been prepared by the Census 
Board and those prepared by the Census Commit- 
tee, but that the real question forthe consideration 
of the Senate is, whether an existing law of the ~ 
United States, partially executed, shall be carried 
into effect? or, whether we shall substitute for the 
results which have been created under the provis- 
ions of that law, the report of a committee, which, 
with great respect for the honorable members com- 
posing it, seems to me not to have been contem- 
plated when that committee was selected. If I 
understand this matter, sir, at the last session of 
Congress you passed a law by- which you consti- 
tuted a Census Board, and that Census Board was 
required to perform certain duties. You have the 
message of the President of the United States in- 
forming you that those duties have been performed 
by the Board, and recommending to Congress that 
alaw be passed to carry into effect the measure 
contemplated by the act of the preceding session. 
Now, sir, I inquired at the Secretary’s table for 
the purpose of ascertaining what was the specific 
authority under which this select committee was 
raised, and I understood it was raised for the pur- 
pose of a general reference to it of that portion of 
the President’s message which relates to thé sub- 
ject of the census; and if the Senate will indulge 
me for a moment by referring to the existing law, 
and to the sources of authority under which the 
committee have acted, I apprehend they will seé, 
as I have stated in the outset, that this is not a 
question of the comparative merits of the tables 
which have been prepared respectively by the cen- 
sus board and by the census committee. The ac- 
requires, after providing for the construction of a 
board: : 

“That it shall be the duty of the said board to prepare 
and cause to be printed such forms and schedules as nay 
be necessary for the full enumeration of the inhabitants of 
the United States; and also proper fornis and schedules for 
collecting, in statistical tables, under proper heads, such 
information as to mines, agriculture, commerce, manufac-. 
tures, education, and other topics, as will exhibita full view 
of the pursuits, industry, education, and resources of the 
county.” 
> Now, sir, adverting to that law the President of 
the United States, in his annual message, says : 

‘That by the act of the 3d March, 1849, a board was con- 
stituted to make arrangements for taking the seventh census, 
&c.;” and that it was made the duty of this board to pre- 
pare and cause to be printed such forms and schedules as 
might be necessary for the full enumeration of. the inhabit- 
ants of the United States, and also for the collection of éther -+ 
statistics.” 

The message then adds: 

“The duties enjoined upon the census board thus estab- 
lished having been performed, it now rests with Congress to 
enact a law for carrying into effect the provision of the Con- 
stitution whieb requires an actual entuneration of the peo- 
ple of the United States within the ensuing year.” 

The Senate is then aware that there is an exist- 
ing law which requires this duty of preparing 
tables to be performed, not by a committee of the 
Senate, but by a board created under the law. 
The Senate is also informed, by the annual mes- 
sage of the President of the United States, that 
this duty has been performed by the board so act- 
ing under the existing law; and that the whole 
duty which has been confided to the census com- 
mittee has been to consider that portion of the 
President’s message which relates to this subject. 
Now, sir, what would seem to ‘have been uniger- 
sally considered as the duty of a select committee, 
raised under the provisions: of sucha law, and 
with reference to such a communication’ from the 


1850. 


President. of the Uni 2 it: { or i EPNER 
Da a ; Wor ù to = | me a Fery short potice, I have maintained the 
le t o e į, proposition that, forasmueh as the power-to pre- 
: ’ -of i : 1 he | pre- 
PL iier Sore of re Sone |! pare these tables was, by an existing law of the 
A E a as tone Á re He ormed. that that i ast session, conferred upon a board. desfgnated 
eis Le 4 H an ort e provisipny of the i n: that law, therefore it was not within the com- 
i ae Sed oss ies mer wi great SA |; petency of a committee of this body, raised with- 
them to do Was LO: mrenata a bill Cah Gh pi ! out any special instruction upon the subject, and 
Ut the > p pas a ill which should |! with instructions that enforced the. direct reverse, 
a y ouk 1 A ae of the Constitution, hav- f that it was not in the power of that committee to 
Ke ee ce to what, under authority of law, had | disregard the provisions of our existing law. | 
a Fe One ees i ae i That is a whole extent of the argument | have 

Mr. U } ; am somewhat sur- || submitted. 

prised, sir, at the argument which I have just f Now, in regard to the construction of the law. 
core ee et when this law was, passed i that ease is to be fiado by looking at its 
is eS 5 3g í a A ¢€ $} erms, ere are certain rules y wair we may 
Cenaa Board pnould procure proper information || arrive at the correct interpretation of it; but if itis 

as to the best mod t è ; g rdi : i i 
Feces he o le of ta ing the census; and that || to be made according to the understanding which 
a y shouid it ewiae prepare suc orm and sched” | ie Senator from Kentucky had at the time when 
ules as might be necessary, so that they might |! he assented to the passage of the law, we are at 
S snbmitted to the consideration of the present || fault. Looking at the provisions of the act itself, 
ongress for their action. Now, sir, am J alto- į; 1 maintain that the proposition 1 before stated is 
gether deceived and mistaken in that supposition? li fully sustained.- The. Congress of the United 
Jam, if the argument of the gentleman from Geor- ; States, in the enactment of this law, selected with 
gia be correct. What is that argument? It is |! great care, in the first place, the public officers who | 
that the census board shall prepare such forms as || were to constitute the board. They were not 
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they think proper, and that Congress, without 
considering those forms—without knowing what it 
is that the board have provided—without ascer- ` 


persons likely to indulge in the vagaries suggested 
by the Senator from Kentucky; but having made 
this selection, Congress imposed upon them spe- 


taining what particular subjects the board design || cific duties. Lest by possibility they might mul- 
to investigate—have nothing further to do than to i| Uply subjects of inquiry beyond what Congress 
appropriate money to carry into execution a || contemplated, they were limited expressly by the 
scheme that we know nothing about, It seems to |! terms of the law itself. ‘The idea of the Senator 
me that that is the drift of the argument we have | from Kentucky is, that what was contemplated by 
just heard; and I must acknowledge that, ifthat is || this act of Congress was, that this board should 
the extent of the obligation imposed upon us by |! prepare a report, which report should be submited 
the law of the last session, L did not understand it |; to this Congress for its action and correction if 
so at the time; I had no idea by that law of pledg- |; found necessary. If such had becn the object of 
ing myself to the execution of a system formed by || the law, certainly you would have found it so ex- 
the census board of which I knew nothing; and j, pressed in its provisions, and instead of requiring 
that we were to give them a carte blanche to provide ji that the board, when it had completed its labors, 
just what system they pleased; and that we were | should proceed to present them, they might have 
to take it upon faith without looking at it. I never |: simply asked that a draught of the tables so de- 
dreamed of such a thing as that. Sir, if we are to |; termined upon by the beard should have been sub- 


of the census-board ought to have gone to the 
committee with the message; andthe committee, 
would then haye been: at. liberty. to make such 
alterations ‘and..changes in. them as they. “might, 
have considered proper tọ be made.. Py i 

All that I.contend for-is, that there is no. princi: 
ple of the law of the last session which binds.us.to. 


| adhere. to the propositions suggested -by the census 


board. And if-you.concede that. Congress. has a, 
right farther to act. upon-the subject, that very 
consideration embraces the power to change, modi- 
fy, or alter, whenever the committee find it neces- 


very act itself, as the gentleman has remarked, 
does not givethem unlimited discretion or unlimited 
control over the subject. It restricts them from 
going to the length to which they otherwise might 
have gone. They have not.been left.at liberty to 
be influenced by their own discretion and judgment 
qn the subject. But, although I concede: to. the 


| gentlemen composing this census board great in- 
telligence, patriotism, excellent judgment, still, 


notwithstanding, that judgment, patriotism, and 
intelligence is not above the supervision of the law- 
making power; and unless you can bind us dawn 
by this act of the last session—a thing which I 
think could not be done—to take their work: with- 
out investigation, | assert that we have a right to 
investigate, and that we should not have the tables 
of the census board forced upon us, as it were, by 
an interpretation of the act that we have not con- 
tended for. The gentleman from Georgia is en- 
deavoring to maintain before the Senate that we 
i are bound, in consequence of the act of last session, 


inspect what they have done, and, approving of it, || mitted to Congress at the present session. But, 


to make it an act of Congress, then, sir, itis sub- || sir, has not Congress delivered its whole authority |! 


ject to any amendment which Congress may,think || to the board when it has authorized them to pre- | 
ht |i pare these tables and to print and publish them? 


proper to make. Now, J admit that you ong 
not, if the board have incurred an expenditure, to || Though I do not mean to say that this body is | 


change the plan, uvless some good reason be given |! 
for it. I think you ought, as an act of courtesy to |i 


precluded from acting on this subject, yet l do |; 
mean to say that to act upon it they must repeal || 


them, and in view of the interests of the country, |, 
to accept any scheme that they might submit, un- 
less it were subject to serious objections, and that 


you ought to.appropriate the money to carry itout. | 


But, sir, I utterly protest against the idea that, 


because we passed the law organizing this census į 


board, we are bound, without any further exam- 
ination, to take whatever they submit, and carry 
it into effect. This Congress has the right, in 
executing the Jaw of the last session, to supervise 
what that census board has done; and if there is 
any defect in the scheme they propose, it is our 
bounden duty to remedy it. Suppose this census 
board had extended their inquiriés to five hundred 
frivolous matters which Congress might think 
would not be of any essential service in obtaining 
statistics through the assistance of deputy mar 
shais, are we bound to carry the inquiries, through 
our deputies, to the fullest extent which the cen- 
sus board may. direct? Or suppose, on the other 
hand, instead of being too latitudinous, they do 
notextend it far enqugh in the opinion of Con- 


the act of last session and take the consequences 
i that may have resulted as to expenditures under | 
that law. But what I maintain is, that it is-not 
competent for a committee raised to take into con- 
sideration a portion of the message of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, recommending that a | 
law already passed by Congress be carried into 
effect, totally to disregard its provisions, and to 
substitute a scheme of their own. 

‘Mr. UNDERWOOD. I did not know, sir, 
| until I heard the last remarks of my friend, the 
| Senator from Georgia, that the committee were 
| charged with a violation of duty, or with tran- | 
scending their authority under the commitment of 
the subject of the census to that committee. Nor! 
has my friend from Georgia who makes. the 
charge brought forward any specific statement by 
way of reference to documents to show how we 
have violated our duty „or transcended our au- 
thority. Now, sir, what is the authority given 
to us? I believe that portion of the President’s |) 


} 


t 
i 
t 
| 
i 
i 


to take what this board has done, and that we have 
no right to make.any change or alteration in it. I 
deny the proposition. If we are not bound to take 
it merely because they have done it—if it is not 
obligatory upon us to adopt their work, then the 
committee may act upon the subject and propose 
. different scheme; but if we are bound—if we are 
ied up and have no power to make any change or 
alteration, why then I yield the question. But that 
we are so bound I utterly deny. 

Mr. BERRIEN. I desire merely to state, in 
addition to what 1 have already said, that the re 
| port of the census board actually accompanied the 
| message of the President of the United States 
| when the latter was transmitted to Congress. [Mr 
| B. here referred to and read an extract from the 
a 
t 


report.] 

| Now, what I have to say is, that, under the cir- 
| cumstances, the committee in the examination of 
i the tables to which their attention was called, if 
they discovered that they were insuficient, was, 
it seems to me at least to be the parliamentary 


message relating to the subject was referred to the i 


gress, are we to stop short of getting the necessary 
information merely because the census board, act- 
ing under the authority of law, has not, in the 
formation of tables, gone far enough? Certainly 
not. We have a tight to correct these extremes 
during the present session; 
for is, that, by the tables that have been formed 
by the committee, we have guarded against these 
extremes; at all events, that we have judged in | 
relation to the matter as we had a right to do, and | 
have formed a set of tables that will compare fa- | 
vorably with the tables of the census board. I 
think, then, there is no foundation, growing out ot | 
the law of the last session, for the opimon that : 
Congress is bound to adopt whatever may be re- | 
G < . cl 
commended by the census board, which | appre- 
hend to be the position taken by the Senator from 
Georgia, from the tenor 0 
has made. 
“Mr. BERRIEN, TI 
ator from Kentucky, with reference t 
T addressed to the Senate just now, 


The observations of the Sen- | 
o the remarks ; 


and all I contend | 


1! 


+ board had made their tables and completed their 
f the remarks which he | 


i 
require from ij It 


The committce was raised general 
| to consider the subject of the seventh census. 
Now, sir, having, raised a committee on the sub- 
ject of the seventh census, and having had the | 
President’s message.embracing that subject com- 
mitted to us, it does seem to me that everything 
| connected with the subject, in prospect or behind: 
| us, embracing the law of last session, could be 
| legitimately considered by the committee, and 
| altered and changed at pleasure; at least we could 
| recommend to the consideration of the Senate 
such alterations and changes as we might deem 
i proper. I deny, sir, that the committee has 
| transcended its authority, and particularly in pre- 
; paring the tables which they have submitted with 
: their report. Sir, let me ask you if this census i 


committee. Hy | 


work under the act, whether the whoie subject 
| ought not to have been referred to the comimittee— 
whether those tabies ought not to have gone along 
ith the President’s message to the committee? 
seems to me to be perfectly clear that the.report 


E WwW 


| 


curing a proper er 
‘of the United States. They were also to prepare 
| forms for the procuring of proper statistical in- 
i formation; bat, sir, those forms were to have no 
more. influence. upon us-—no greater obligatory 
force—they were to receive no greater respect or 


il consideration from a committee of this body than 


ed. by commissioners under a resolution 


if prepar 
‘he value of the 


of the Senate or the House. 


| 


* 
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arcane : T 
forms depend upon their intrinsic merits; they de- 


rive’ no authority from the law. The fact that 
they were prepared in obedience to the provisions 
of the law makes them neither good nor bad; and 
when the forms had been reported by the Census 
board. and ‘the subject had been referred to the 
committee; in my judgment the whole duty of the 
board: had been executed; and if. the forms were 
adopted by.the committee and approved by the 
Senate, it would be but sanctioning the act of the’ 
committee itself. - Bat it seems to me: strange to 
suppose that there is any such force to be given to 
the act of last session as that we should be under 
the necessity, before we introduce and pass any 
bill, of repealing that act, in order to untie our own 
hands—in order to free ourselves from an obstacle 
which hinders us in the performance of a duty 
which we cannot devolve consistently upon any 
commissioner or. other officer. 

Tunderstood the act when it was passed, I un- 
derstand it now, to be neither more nor less than 
a provision to facilitate the action of Congress upon 
this subject.at the present session. I think it bears 
that interpretation upon its face. y 

And, sir, with regard to the printing that was 
to bẹ done; I do not understand the act as vesting 
any authority in these gentlemen commissioners, 
having met and prepared their forms, to proceed 


forthwith and print such number for distribution | 


throughout the United States as to them might 
scem necessary, taking it for granted that their acts 
were to be confirmed by a law of Congress. Sir, 
their whole work was to be merely preparatory; 
it was to be submitted to, iudged of, and adopted 
or rejected by Congress at this session. All the 
details were to be settled by Congress. 

Now, sir, in my judgment these commissioners 
have not, performed their duty, and they have not 
discharged all the obligations which were imposed 
upon them by the act’of last session. They have 
made a report, but what isthatreport? They say 
that they have met, organized, and appointed a 
committee and prepared forms for taking the cen- 
sus. Where are the forms? Is the report which 
they have sent to us here a fulfillment of the duty 
imposed on them by the act? Can either House 
of Congress act upon their report? Where are 
the forms? Why did they not accompany the 
réport? Why were they not sent here for the 
consideration of the Senateand the House of Repre- 
sentatives? Instead of that being done, the case, 
as I understand from the statement made by three 
members of the Census Committee, is entirely 
different. I understand from it that they have 
omitted a material part of it. What, sir, is this 
little paper they have sent to us? It is noth- 
ing but a declaration that they have discharged 
their duty. 
not appear; what they have done, it does not 
show. What is it they propose for our adop- 


tion nowhere appears in their report; but as 1: 


understand from the committee, when they met 
for the consideration of the subject referred to 
them, the census board had not prepared their 
forms—at least they had not submitted them to the 
committee. There were certain forms before the 
committee, as [ understand, which were not sane- 
tioned by the board; and the committee were under 
the necessity of going to work from the beginning 
and constructing such forms as they thought advi- 
sable; and, as 1 understand from these gentlemen, 
itis not until after a report is made, after a bill is 
before us, ‘accompanied by a set of forms, and 
after the bill and forms have been printed, when 
the subject is ripe for the action of this body, then, 
and not until then, is any form or schedule, such 


as is required under the law of the last session to be |! 


prepared by the census board, presented to or seen 
by any member of the committee. Now, if that 
is a discharge of the duty that was intended to be 
devolved upon the census board by the act of the 


last session, it seems to me the act must have been | 


most unwisely framed; for, owing to circumstan- 


ces which itis not necessary for me now to partic- |: 


ularize, a long time elapsed after the meeting of 
Congress before the Senate was ready to proceed 
to business. It was the duty of this board to have 
everything ready for Congress to act upon at its 


meeting; yet, although a considerable time elapsed 


before the business of the session was commenced, 
up to the time when the committee completed their 
labors—as I learn from the members of that com- 
mittee—up to the time when they had reported a 
bill, ‘and: when that bill had been printed, no forms 


How they have discharged it does ; 


sanctioned by the commissioners had been laid 
before the committee. The first moment at which 
any member of the committee received in an 
authentic form an announcement under the hands 
of the commissioners that any scale of forms had 
received their approbation, was after the commit- 


accompanied by-a sét of forms, and that bill and 
those forms had been printed and were ready 
for the consideration of the Senate. That is what 
I understood to be the case, as stated by the 
Senator from Kentucky. For my own part, be- 
lieving that both the committee and the Senate had 
a perfect right, if they thought proper, to disregard 
ali forms that might be prepared by the commis- 
sioners; believing that they were under no obliga- 
tion to be governed by the report of the commis- 
sioners any further than they might consider it 
worthy of being adopted; believing that the Sen- 
ate owed no more respect or consideration to what 
was done by the commissioners than what would 
be due to the report of a committee raised in this 


i 
i 
ing that the committee would do what was right, 
and what their duty to this body required, when, 
having no suitable forms submitted to them by the 
commissioners, they set to work and prepared 
their own—I, for one, am perfectly satisfied to 
take the labors af the committee, representing as 
they do every section and interest of the country; 
and, although my views upon the subject difler 
widely from those of a large portion of the mem- 
bers of this body, and although, in my judgment, 
the whole matter of collecting statistical informa- 
tion ought to be disconnected from the enumera- 
tion of the inhabitants; although I believe I here- 


the bill respecting the census was under discussion, 


sus returns, and that they ought to be disconn 
ed, rather than united; yet, believing this, L shall 
prepare no amendment on the subject, having en- 
tire confidence in the majority, who seem to ac- 
cord in favor of this measure. ‘I am perfectly 
willing, for one, to adopt this bill in the shape in 
which it has been reported. 

Mr. DAVIS. I desire to trouble the Senate for a 
moment only. I wish to be distinctly understood, 
sir, as not desiring to arraign in any particular the 
conduct of the Census Board. [have alluded to that 
board only so far as I have found it necessary in 
order to vindicate the course of the committee, and 
‘| no further. I wish, also, that the Senate should un- 
|| derstand that the report which has been read by 
i| the Senator from Georgia, was before the Senate 
at the time when our labors commenced. I desire 
the Senator further to understand that that is the 
only paper—the only document of any kind that 
has come through the Senate, to the consideration 
of the committee. 1 desire further that the Senate 
understand, that when this committee met there 
were certain tabular forms laid before them by the 
| Secretary of the Census Board, which he said were 
| the tables which had been adopted by the board, 
|; I farther wish the Senate to understand that the 
Census Board disclaims these tables, and that they 


I would state further, that, under the circum- 
stances, the question arose, what should the com- 


but that they should take such information as 
might be communicated to them, and report to this 
body a suitable bill, with suitable tables. 1 think 
there was no disagreement in the tommittee upon 
that subject; | do not think they entertained any 
|! doubt as to their duty in the premises at all. I 
think the uniform sentiment of all the members 
was, that if they reported a bill, without some 
provision for tables, this body would be very likely 
to charge them with neglecting to discharge a duty 
which had been intrusted to them. The com- 
mittee, therefore, went to work and made these 
tables up. They heard of no other tables; they 
heard of no other official report; and no paper had 
reached them until their report was made and their 


} 
i 


af 
1 


ii 
; on your table. That is the state of the case. 
There was no alternative for the committee but 
i; to pursue exactly the course they did. They would 
i: have been accused of a dereliction of duty if they 
= had taken any other view,of the subjegt. And for 


tee had completed their labors and ‘reported a bill, į 


body to prepare measures for the approbation or į 
rejection of the body; believing that the Senate has į 
full and entire jurisdiction over the súbject; believ- | 


tofore have had occasion to say in this body, when | 


that I believed the collecting of statistic informa- | 
tion was an obstruction to the accuracy of the cen- | 
ect- | 


are not similar to those now under consideration. | 


| mitteedo? There appeared to be no alternative i 
if 


tables printed, together with the bill which is now | 


j 


i 


i 


il 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
i 
i! 
| 


the Senator from Georgia, at this late stage of the 
proceedings, to interpose what purports to be an 
approved list of tables, to be adopted in the place 
of the work of the committee, unless it can be 
shown to the Senate that they are more perfect in 
their character, and better adapted to the purposes 
designed, is, I think, asking wore than the Senate 
are willing to allow; it is asking that to which I 
cannot consent. This is the state of the fact; and 
when I make this statement I do not intend to call 
in question the conduct of anybody. The census 
committee have proceeded with a sincere desire to 
discharge the duties imposed upon them; they had 
no other purpose or intention. They desired to do 
itin the best manner they were able, and to submit 
their work to your consideration. They have 
done so. But we have gone further; we did not 
stand upon this point. Thecommittee have com- 
pared carefully what purports to be the official 
tables with the tables which the committee have 
prepared. I have no pride of opinion about it at 
all; for one, I am perfectly willing, if these are 
really improved tables, to adopt them in the place 
of those presented by the committee. But, so far 
as I know, the members of the committee concur 
in this view of the subject. They are of opinion 
that their own tables are better adapted to the ob» 
ject or design of the taking of the census than 
those which purport to be official tables. It is 
upon the grounds I have stated that I vindicate the 
conduct of the committee, and upon those grounds 
I ask the;Senate to give their support to the bill. | 

The question being taken on the amendment 


| proposed by the Senator from Georgia, (Mr. Daw- 


SON,] it was rejected. 

Mr. BORLAND proposed to amend the bill by 
adding to the close of the 20th section the fol- 
lowing: f ; 
| Provided, That all the classifications, arrangements, 
| compendiums, abstracts, tables, and other statements, in any 
form, of the returns of the census, or preparatory printing 
for taking the same, provided for in this act, prepared by or 
under the direction and supervision of the Secretary of the 
Interior, shall be printed by the printers of the two Houses 
of Congress, under the same rules, and on the same terms 
upon which other printing for Congress is now done, or may 
be done by any act or joint resolution of Congress now in 
force, or which may be in force at the time when said 
printing shall have to be done. A : 

Mr. B. I deem it necessary, Mr. President, to 
give my reason for offering this amendment; it is’ 
this: This bill, as it now stands, gives to the Sec- 
i retary of the Interior the entire disposal of the 
| appropriation for the printing of all the papers at- 
tendant upon taking this census. The amendment 
provides, sir, that it shall be done by the printers 

of the two Houses of Congress, under the same 
| law which now regulates the other printing of the 
i two Houses of Congress. This is briefly the 
| reason for offering the amendment, 
| Mr. HALE. Mr. President, L hope the amend- 
| ment offered by the Senator from Arkansas wil} 
not be adopted. My observation with regard to 
printing, sir, has convinced me that of all printing 
that ever was done since the art was.invented, 
that done by the authority of Congress is the very 
worst that I have ever seen. Itis printing badly 
i executed, on miserable paper; and I think the 
i chairman of the Committee on Printing agreed 
with me on a former occasion, that the printing 
executed for us last session. was done in a most 
miserable manner. To be sure I have seen within 
i two or three days some documents which are 
| printed considerably better and on better paper— 
| and 1 am glad to see it; but I must declare my op- 


j 


! 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i 


l 
i 
j 


‘| position to any further execution of our work by 


i 


i the printers appointed to Congress, until I have 


I . . . 
some more forcible evidence that they are bringing 


i forth fruits meet for repentance. There is a great 
: deal of improvement needed. I am opposed to 
; having this printing done in the way in which our 
! Congressional printing has been done. 


‘| Mr. BORLAND. Ido not differ at all with the 


| Senator from New Hampshire in regard to the 
manner in which the printing for Congress has 
| been done, but I submit that the printing that has 
i been done during this session is of a proper kind, 
and of a quality sufficiently good in all respects, 
fully answering the desired purpose. This could 
not be said of the printing at the Jast session under 
the contract. The Senator from New Hampshire 
has not misrepresented the style of that printing 
in the least; the printing was as bad as the Senator 


| represented it. 


` Bat the printing ander the present arrangement 
has been good, and so far has given satisfaction 
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to the Printing Committee; and. it-is conceived 
that it will still continue to be good. . This ques- 
tion is not at all affected by that.. It is a simple 
provision that it shall be printed: by the same 
authority—that is, under the authority of Con- 
gress—instead of the authority of the Secretary 
of the Interior. That is all, sir. 

If the Senator will consider the terms of the 
amendment, he will find that it does not fix the 
precise terms—the precise price that shall be paid 
for it, bat it leaves the subject open to any altera- 
tion that Congress. may see proper to make.in the 
present arrangement for printing, up to the time at 
which the printing of the census is to be done}. so 
that if the quality of the printing, under the 
present arrangement, be not of the proper kind, it 
will be very easy for an alteration to be made in 
the law. And I would state now that it is my 
purpose at an early day to submit to the Senate a 
proposition for a change in the present mode of 
giving out contracts for printing. 1 would state- 
that the contractors under the present arrange- 
ment are unable to execute properly the work 
they have undertaken, without a ruinous loss; so 
that, whether we adhere to the present arrange- 
ment, or make a new one, does not at all affect the- 
question that is presented by this amendment. 
The question is simply, whether Congress will 
order the printing of the census papers to be done 
upon the same terms and under the same authority 
as the printing of other public documents have 
been ordered. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I desire to inquire of the hon- 
orable Senator from Massachusetts having charge 
of this bill, whether he can givé a probable esti- 
mate of the cost of all the printing required to be 
done in taking the seventh census ? 

Mr. DAVIS. No, sir, I cannot. 
made a calculation of the cost. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Mr. President, fhe reasoning 
of the Senator from New Hampshire against the 
proposed amendment of the Senator from Arkan- 
sas is very unsatisfactory to my mind. The 
amendment of the latter gentleman proposes to 
require the present printers to Congress to perform 
all. the printing necessary to be done under the bill 
before us. The Senator from New Hampshire 
objects, and gives us as a reason the unsatisfactory 
manner in which the public printing is at present 
performed. If he be correct in this, the fault is as 
much ours as the officer we employ. It is in our 
power to remedy the evil, if the evil exist; and it 
is our duty. to.do so. I believe myself the present 
low prices paid our printer forbids the performance 
of his work in that neat and workmanlike manner 
it ought to be done, and would be, if a more lib- 
éral table of prices were established. Let us not, 
because of this evil—an evil within our control, 
and which we can and I hope will correct, be 
guilty of the still greater error of transferring to 
the Secretary .of the Interior unlimited power in 
the disposal arid payment of tens of thousands of 
dollars, where, to whom, and as he pleases. As 
a general principle, I am opposed to vesting inany 
officer discretionary power to exercise patronage 
and expend money without limitation, and 1 am 
particularly and especially opposed to giving the 
Secretary of the Interior any such authority. 
Here is a branch of the public service to be per- 
formed during the present year calling for the ex- 
penditure of hundreds of thousands of dollars; 
the item of printing alone will, I have no doubt, 
looking to the outlays for taking the sixth-census 
in 1840 as furnishing in part a precedent, amount 
to from two to three hundred thousand dol- 
lars, Now, shall this sum (saying nothing of other 
very objectionable grants of unlimitable authority 
contained in this bill) be given the Secretary of the į 
Interior, to be expended when, how, and as his 
will dictates; or shall we, the proper and legitimate 
guardians of the treasury, provide in a direct | 
manner for the expenditure, with such restrictions, | 
as will ensure the completion of the work in the 
time required, and upon an economical safe plan? 
Our duty isa plain and obviousone. Require the 
work to be done either by the present printer to 
Congress at the established ratés, or provide for | 
the letting it out by contract to the lowest bidder: 
thus giving tunity of parti- 


every citizen an oppor 
cipating in the advantages of Government expend- 
itures. 


Mr. HAMLIN. 
propriety in the amen 
orable Senator from Arkansas. 


I have not 


: ‘ i 
It seems to me there isa great || 
dment proposed by the hon- jj 


If I understand 


: not much i 


the scope of the twentieth section of this bill, there 
can be no reasonable doubt thatthe Secretary of 
the Interior will be compelled to.procure the print- 
ing to be. done which is specified in that section at 
the earliest possible time, and that the section gives 
him unlimited discretion as to the amount to be 
paid for the printing when so performed. This is 
the inference which I draw from that section. - If 
I am wrong in my view of the scope which should 
be given to that section, if the committee do not 


place entire discretionary power in the hands of 
the Secretary of the Interior, then | was mistaken 
in the true scope of the section. But | apprehend 
the committee who reported this bili have precisely 
the same view of it that I have. 

There are other matters connected with this 


chairman of the committee, that | may vote un- 


| derstandingly when J shall come to vote upon the 


bill. [think the interrogatories put by the honor- 
able Senator from Indiana [Mr. Bricnr] have 
great force, and should be considered at this time. 
What is the sam which the printing of these doc- 
uments will cost? I find, on examination of the 
estimates, they are put down in the gross as 
amounting to $1,126,000. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massac! 
the whole expense. ; 

Mr. HAMLIN. I mean to say that is the esti- 
mate for the whole expense connected with the 
census. The amount for preparatory printing is 
put down at $211,000 

l said that I invited the attention of the chairman 
to this matter, that I might vote intelligently and 
understandingly, when called on to give my vole 
onthe bill. 1 said that, in relation to taking the 
census and printing, all together the sum would be 
$1,126,000. I find one item of $150,000 specitied 
as applied for procuring statistical information. I 
desire to know avhether this bill is designed to 
cover that item; and, if so, what that statistical 
information is toembrace? By whom is theinform- 
ation to be obtained? Is it to be obtained by 
the“marshals, or is there to be yet another class of 
| persons who are to obtain this statistical informa- 
tion besides the marshals enumerated by law? Are 
we to have another class of officers who are to 
embody and present this statistical information; 
another corps, not connected directly with those 
| who take thecensus of the country? Li Lam notmis- 
| taken the sum appropriated for printing the last 
| census, that.of 1840, was $137,000. 1 believe that 
one-half of that—and so ghe printer on that occa- 
sion, who is now present, would tell us, with his 
usual frankness and sincerity, if he were permitted 
to state the facts here—was net profit to the print- 
ers. 

Now, upon what basis is i ted that 
expense of preparatory printing at this time is to 
be $211,000? Is it the resolution of 1819, fixing 
the rate at which Congressional printing was to 


husetts. That embraces 


| 
t 
| 


indefinite, by allowing the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior or any other person to cause this printing to 
be performed at any rate which, in his opinion, 
may be deemed just and proper? It seems to me 
that the inquiries suggested by the Senator before | 
me are the most appropriate, and that we should 

know, while we are discussing this question, what 

is the intention and design of the committee who 

presented the bill to us. Do they, in the estimate | 
which they form, calculate to absorb the sum 
which is here named? if the bili is to be con- 


this estimate, it seems to me we should examine it 
with great care and caution, and be slow to pass‘ 
bill which would necessarily incur that expense. 
I think it can be demonstrated clearly, as certainly 
as a mathematical proposition, that the census of 
this country may be taken according to the sched- 
ules prepared by this very committee for a sum 
f any beyond one-half the sum named 
in the estimate. 


know what is the view of the committee, and what 
connection this bill, in its present form, has with 
the estimates which have been prepared by the 
proper department. Ido not know that it is ne- 
cessary at this time to go into any discussion as 
to what is the proper character of the printing, or 
as to what should be the proper standard by which 
that work should be done, I think, upon exam- 
ination of the printing during the present session, 


design and intend to abrogate existing laws, and 


whole subject to which I invite the attention of the | 


i 
i 


s it estimated that the 


be done then? Is it based on something altogether | 


nected with this estimate, and is designed to absorb | 


I desire, as one who is to act on this matter, to | 


it will be acknowledged:that it -is:equal to.that-of 
any session. of Congress—certainly. equal. to any 
except that ‘executed for. the. twenty-eighth:Con- 
gress; I think; I refer, at any rate, to that when 
the printing was done by Messrs. Blair & Rives, 
Perhaps that was of a higher order; I will say. it 
was of a higher order than any which had been 

executed at any previous period. . But, according 

to the terms of the contract.which we have made | 
with our printers, and the sam ples of paper annexed 

to it, itis certainly required that the printing should 

be done, and I think I: may say it Poe been done; 

in a manner equal to that of any previous Con- 

gress, except that to which I have referred. 

Now this may be, in the estimation of Senators, 
avery small sum; but the aggregate of our ex- 
penditures is large, and retrenchments, if any, are 
to be made in small items and on each subject. | 
hope sincerely that the amendment of the honor- 
able Senator irom Arkansas will be adopted, and 
if there are required any additional stipulations. to 
make the printing of that document superior to the 
rest of the Congressional printing under the con- 
tract, I am willing to enter into these stipulations 
with those individuals. who perform this service; 
but I am unwilling to throw open that door which 
shall give any individual authority to procure this 
printing at a sum double and perhaps quadruple the 
prices for which it is now stipulated to'do similar 
work. 

Mr. HALE. I have no sort of feeling upon 
this subject. When I stated the objection, I 
merely desired that, if it was to be printed, it 
should be done in a manner that might be useful. 
If the chairman of the committee thinks this is the 
best way to effect an amendment, I have no objec- 
tion. 

* While I am upon the floor, 1 would say that the 

honorable Senator from North Carolina let fall a 
! remark to the effect, as I understood him, that he 
disapproved of the whole system of taking the cen- 
sus. I venture to say that I entirely concur with 
that honorable Scnator. 1 have no doubt that, so 
far as the statistics of the United States are con- 

cerned, the whole thing will not be worth the pa- 
| per upon which it is printed. Indeed, sir, if this 
| thing was merely useless, I would not say a word 
lin opposition; but L am thoroughly convinced 
| that it will not- only be useless, but that it will 
| have a great tendency to mislead any person who 
| may in the least degree rely upon it as an accurate 
source of information. 1 remember that when the 
| Jast census was taken I wasin the House of Rep- 
| resentatives, and there this subject was under con- 

sideration; and after the whole documents were 
printed, | do not know how much time we spent, 
but I know. it was not trifling, in receiving peti- 
tions praying for corrections -to be made in the 
statistical information which. had, under that ar- 
rangement, been laid before the House. Sir, it 
would have been an endless job; and I think, from 
the very nature of the operation under which this 
census is to be taken, it can be demonstrated that 
i it must be a total failure. Sir, what are you going 

to do? You are going to give the whole of this 
business into the hands of the marshals, who will 
farm it out in the several districts not exceeding 
twenty thousand inhabitants, Now, Isuppose, if 
it is given into the hands of the marshals, it will 
be let out, as all such jobs are, to friends and favor- 
| ites of those whom the marshals wish to assist—a 
| class of men who know nothing whatever of sta- 
tistics, or who have no notion whatever of the 
form in which they should be arranged, and with 
whom, there can be no doubt, the only question 
will be how they may best look after the fees to be 
paid for making the returns. That will doubtless 
be the only statistics to which they will: look. 
Should any Senator, therefore, or, indeed, any 
other person, place the least reliance upon siatis- 
tics gained in this manner, either in relation to. ag- 
riculture, to manufactures, or to the productions 
generally of the United States, he will find that he 
will be more utterly in the dark than he was be- 
fore—more at fault than if these things had never 
been printed. Now,-sir, My idea would be—and I 
| suppose it is. also the feeling of Senators on the 
' other side of the chamber—not only“that the cen- 

sus of the United States ought to be taken, 
| be taken by itself; and, under 


put that it should i 
| such an arrangement, every Senator must see 


| that there is some probability of approximating 
to something like certainty in relation to the census. 


Then, sir, having got this by itself, if we want 
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statistical returns from the several States, my opin- 
ion is that they can be much better obtained from 
the various State Legislatures. I think the kon- 
orable Senator from Massachusetts will tell you 
that ‘the statistics which have been taken by 
that State have been taken in a manner on 
which you may place the fullest reliance, be- 
canse they were taken by individuls who had a 
knowledge of and interest in the subject. Iam 
decidedly of opinion, sir, that this whole business 
of statistics had better be given to the States, and 
let them: manage it; for, if you insist upon adding 
to-the census-this duty of taking statistical inform- 
ation throughout. the United States on the great 
variety of topics embraced in this bill, you will 
obtain no information that is worth the having, 
either in: relation to.the census or to statistics 
themselves. I beg that this matter my be separated 


from the census, so that one part, at least, of this | 


business, may be perfect. By associating these two 
branches together, the numbers will not only be 
imperfect——merely approximating to correctness— 
but the statistics will be useless; not only useless, 
but worse than useless, for they will mislead any 
person who undertakes to rely upon them. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. If the gentleman from 
New Hampshire wishes to get at the point he now 
arises, it seems to me he gught to move to recom- 
mit the bill, and to strike out all about the statisti- 
cal information which he proposes; and until the 
Senate shall have intimated its intention to confine 
the taking of the census to a mere enumeration o 
the inhabitants of the country, it seems to me to 
be a waste of time to make any remarks on that 
subject. j 

But! presume we have been too long in the habit 
of taking statistical information in connection with 
the enumeration of the population to make the dis- 
tinction at this late day. My chief object in 
rising, however, was to answer the inquiries of 
. the gentlemen on the opposite side of the chamber. 
lf they had looked at the section now under con- 
sideration, they would have discovered that it 
would be impossible to form any estimate of the 
amount that would be expended in printing the 
census. They could have perceived that there is 
a blank left in this section. The section requires 
the assistant marshals to make their, reporis by 
the 1st of October, and after the reports shall have 
been made, the section further requires that the 
Secretary of the: Interior shall have them classified 


and arranged, and after that is done, that he shall | 


cause to be printed copies for distribution. 
Now, sir, there are two reasons why it is impos- 
sible to form any estimate, or give the gentlemen 
opposite the information they require. The first 
reason is, that it is impossible to forsee how much 
these assistant marshals will report. You cannot 
tell how much information they wiil obtain, you 
cannot tell the quantity of matter they will give 
you to be printed. It depends upon the number 
of inhabitants, upon the information they receive 
in answer to the stalisucal inquiries which by the 
bill they are directed to make. 
ator must perceive, as soon as he looks at the sec- 
tion, that it is atterly impossible to tell the precise 
quantity of matter which will have to be printed 
under this bill. In the next place you cannot tell 
antil the blank has been filled up, how many copies 
you will require to be printed. You may fill up 
the Blank with ten or a hundred thousand, and 
the number of copies to be printed will depend on 
the action of the Senate. So that gentlemen will 
perceive, if they will but look at the subject, that 
it is impossible to answer their inquiries. 

I certainly concur, Mr. President, in the object 
which the honorable Senator from Arkansas [Mr. 
Borzianp] has in view by his amendment, but I 
would be glad to reach it in a different mode. I 
will now offer a substitute for his amendment, and 
alter explaining it to him and to the Senate, i wil 
leave the Senate to choose between the two. 

Theamendment of my friend from Arkansas pro- 
poses, that when the information of the marshals 
comes in on October Ist, after it shall have been 
classified and arranged by the Secretary of the In- 
terior, he shail give the printing to particular indi- 
viduals—to the public printers. 

Well, now, why select those gentlemen? It 
seems to me that they have fat jobs enough, if the 
publie printing is as lucrative now as Í presume it 


has been-in times past. They have the printing ii 


for both Houses of Congress, and they ought to 
‘becontent without this. The Senator from Ar- 


So that every Sen- |, 


| kansas, not satisfied with arranging the price to be 
paid for the work, gives positive directions, in the 
amendment which he has offered, as to who shall 
be selected to do the work. I have no-objection, 
whatever, to the limitation with regard to price, 
and I mean to propose that thé individual who 
performs the work shall-be limited to the sum paid 
for similar jobs to the public printer; but I want 
to give power to select other persons to heve the 
| employment, and- I think a little distribution, a 
i little diffusion instead of concentration, a little 
i chance for A, B, and C, to come in and share with 
the public printers, would not be amiss. 

I ask my friend from Arkansas if he will not be 
content to accept this as a substitute, by way of 
addition to his amendment, so as to make it read 
as follows: ‘Provided the sum paid for the print- 
ing by said Secretary shall not exceed the sum 
paid for similar services to the printers employed 
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|i by Congress.’? Any rule that my friend chooses | 


| to prescribe limiting the amount, I will most cheer- 
fuily go for; but I think we ought not to select for 
the Secretary the individuals who are to do the 
i] work. 

Another reason, sir, why I oppose the amend- 
| 

| 
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i ment of the Senator from Arkansas is this: Are we 
| certain that, at the time the reports of committees 
| here are all made and this work has to be done, 
the public printers wiil be actually in a condition 
to do it in the manner that it will require to be 
done? They may have their hands full, The 
amount of the work will depend on the number of 
copies that you will order. You may fill the blank 
with 60,000 for aught I know. 
stereotyped; iffwill have to be what printers term 
rule-work. Gentlemen will recollect that the book | 


| 
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Mr. BORLAND. Will the Senator allow me 
; to make an explanation. I was going to ask, sir, 
i if it is in order, to be permitted to add aline to my 
i amendment, the effect of which will be simply 
ii this; łt has been suggested to me that my amend- 
| ment as it now stands provides oplygor the print- 
| ing of the returns of the census. 
l provide for the preparatory printing also, which 
| will amount to a considerable sum. 

In reply to the proposal of the honorable Sena- 
: tor from Kentucky, I would say, that he and I, 
: perhaps, do not differ at ali as to the principal mo- 
i tives by which we are influenced in making these 
ii several propositions. We difer only as to the 
ii direction of the printing. 


is amendment, that w 


ii are in my possession would tend to show that, so 
far from their being profitable, they are quite the 
li 
| Congress or the Departments might give, I will 
ast state that, probably, the very direction he de- 


H 


a 
extent than upon the printers to Congress. Í un- 
i derstand that the Departments have already se- 
ha 

ii if not extravagant compensation, 
| selected their printers likewise; and, I believe, they 


: compensation. 


i Departments is put out under contract, and the | 
i: contract is given to the lowest bidder. 
Mr. BORLAND. I understand that the con- 
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formerly. But, whether I am mistaken or not, the | 
fact remains, that the patronage of the Govern- | 


it will have to be | 


My object is, to | 


I would say to him, in | 
' reference to the remark that the contracts fer the 
f pubiic printing are very profitable, that facts which | 


reverse; and, as to the amount of patronage which |! 


| Signed this printing—the very point to which he | 


i lected their printers, and that they pay them a fair, |: 
Congress has | 


|i pay them under a contract, affording a very small | 


Mr. BADGER. I believe the printing of the : 


tracts do not go entirely under the same rule as | 


ment, whether under. contract or not, is not so un- 
equally distributed as the Senator from Kentucky 
seems to suppose. There is a distribution; and 
the object of this amendment is simply to sustain 
this distribution, and the direction of the printing 
within the hands of Congress. It is a question as 
to whether Congress sha!l have the direction of 
this printing, or whether it shall be entirely con- 
fided to the hands of the Secretary of the Interior. 
That is all. Itake this occasion to say that my 
amendment, and my remarks objecting to the pro- 
visions of this bill, have no reference to the indi- 
vidual now filling the office of the Secretary of the 
Interior—not in the least; the simple question is, 
whether Congress or the Secretary of the Interior 
shall have the printing at their disposal; whether 
itis safer and better, whether it can be more eco- 
nomically done, and better done by the direction 
of Congress, than it can be done under the direc- 
tion of the Secretary of the Interior? « That is the 
simple question, and the only question, as it ap- 
pears, 
| Mr. DAWSON. JI rise for the purpose of 
making some calculation with reference to this new 
census bill. J] observe that the name of every per- 
son, every man, woman, and child, and every 
slave in the United States is to be taken down. I 
have taken up the schedule number one, which 
contains forty-two names upon each page. I want 
the Senate to understand this, and I will carry out . 
the calculations so that they can comprehend it. 
As there are four pages to a sheet, and the names 
of forty-two persons are written on each page, 
i| there will be on each sheet one hundred and sixty- 
| eight names. 
Take now the population of New York, and 
| estimate it at two-and-a-half millions, and it will 
|| be seen that 14,880 sheets will be required to take 
| the census of New York alone, according to 
‘i schedule number one. Taking this and multiply- 
| ing by four, and we shall have a book containing 
59,520 pages, according to schedule number one, 
filled with names of individuals, which itis known, 
I presume, is a thing which was never before 
done. 

But the whole population of the United States 

is supposed to be about 20,000,000, just eight 
times that of New York, and that will make a 
book containing 476,160 pages, according to this 
schedule. Take the various other schedules an- 
nexed and you may be enabled to ascertain some- 
thing like the amount of printing. How many 
folio volumes will it make? That will depend on 
the number of pages in each. Then there are to 
be three copies of these made out in each State in 
the Union, to be bound and supplied, and the 
duties incumbent upon the marshals will require 
an amount of labor equal to just three times all 
that, by the schedule number one, which will 
make a million and a half pages in the whole. 
This arises out of the fact of a change in the law 
from the former one, by which change we nave 
the additional labor of taking the names of every 
individual in the United States, and his birth-place. 
; I make these suggestions, to see whether we can 
carry out this bill practically, for it will greatly 
increase the amount of expense for printing, while 
most of these pages will be mere blauk paper; 
for the names of individuals will merely occupy 
lines. This shows the propriety of the amend- 
ment of the honorable Senator from Arkansas in 
‘ relation to this printing; for there will be a great 
| many blank lines left ranning out for the name of 
every child that will be merely designated as at 
school, without specifying any employment. [ 
admit it is very desirable, but whether this is the 
best way to obtain the information is a practical 
question. When we descend from the heads of 
families and take the names of al} the children, 
and thé names of all the slaves on the plantations, 
from the oldest to the youngest, it will make an 
‘aggregate amount of printing which is unpre- 
cedented, and J think uncalled for, although the 
information may be very desirable. dt might be 
easily altered, so as not to requiie the names of 
i: the slaves to be taken, and I have no doubt the 
chairman of the committee will assent to that alter- 
ation. We could vet the aggregate and designate 
the sexes, which | think would be sufficient. 

It is a question for the Senate to decide whether 
they will take the pian proposed by the committee 
and have the name of every individual taken down 
or not. I merely wished to make these observa- 
tions, knowing that the chairman of the committee 
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will give it the proper direction and state the rea- 
sons why it is done. i 
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. My worthy 
friend, the honorable Senator from Georgia, [Mr. 
Dawson,] labors under a very material misap- 
prehension. The proposition is not to publish all 
these names, nor to publish these sheets, but, 
when this information ts collected, it is to take the 
same direction as it always has done before. The | 
information is to be classified and arranged and | 
put ina useful form, and when so condensed and 
arranged, the results are to be printed. | 
The practice has been heretofore to make a wide | 
sheet for the enumerations; to put down together 
all those of five years of age or under five, then of 
ten, or between five and ten, and so on, rising by 
fives, in the classification. Well, sir, in order to 
supersede that very troublesome labor, in which 
you have to make a-great many classes, and are 
subject to a good many errors, the committee 
came to the conclusion that it would. be less labor 
to take the name of every individual and the age 
of every individual; the place of residence being 
also given in the caption, and the place of birth in 
the answer. Every one may see how readily all 


this can be taken down, and the result that comes | 


out of it, and that there is less labor than the old 


mode of taking the census of the varjous classes | 


into which it is divided. In the first place, the 
caption gives the place of residence; the answer 
gives, if you please, the place of birth. That 
shows where every person of the twenty million 
inhabitants of the United States was born, whether 
in a foreign country, or whether born in one State 
and removed toanother. It gives this information; 
and from it you can make the exact classification. 
If itis desirable to pursue the old method, as I think 
itis, you can put down all between five and ten, 
between ten and fifteen, and so on; and you will 


have call the material to doit, and in a form con- | 


densed in which it can be taken with great 
facility. And not only have you a classification 
of ages, but of birth-places and places of resi- 
dence. lt gives you all those born in a foreign 
country—shows you the emigration from one 
State to another—and all that information which 
has been thought so desirable. It is these results 
which it is proposed, when a classification and 
arrangement has been made, should be printed, 
and not the original sheets. We do not propose 
any enlargement of the printing, but thatthe con- 
densation shall be as great as it has always been. 


We propose that the printed sheets shall be no j 


more numerous than they have always been. 
Now, that it will táke many sheets to collect this 
information in any form is certain; and Lam not 
very certain that my friend can show that if he 
uts the classification in the usual form, it will cost 
ess than in the shape which we propose. The 
expense will amount to much the same in propor- 
tion. The taking the last census amounted to 
about $1,000,000. What it will amount to now, 
with the country greatly enlarged, I am unable to 
say. it isa mere matter of conjecture for any one 
to say. The estimate of the Secretary of the 
Treasury may be too great or too small, but this 
matter is wholly within the power of Congress. 
We have not proposed in this bill to make an 
appropriation of $1,200,000, but only to appropri: | 
ate $150,000, supposing that to bea sum large | 
enough to put this law in operation. And, when 
future appropriations are called for, Congress | 
holds the whole matter in its own hands, to regu- 
late and govern it, according to its own discretion | 
and judgment. We do not propose to throw out 
this $1,200,000, but simply to take preliminary 
steps, and to leave the whole matter of futnre 
appropriations in the hands of Congress. I believe, | 
sir, that has been the way in which the business | 
has been usually transacted. 

‘And now, sir, one word with regard to the 
printing. | want no extravagance in it. The | 
Senator from Arkansas [Mr. Borvanp] says let 
the public printer do it. bask the honorable Sen- 
ator if we can compel him to doit? If it is any 
part of his contract? Provided you call upon him 
to execute the printing which this bill will neces- 


19 


sarily create, is he under any obligation to do it? 
It has not been usual that this printing should fall 
under the regular and ordinary printing of Con- 
gress. 

Mr. BORLAND. If the amendment is adopt- 
ed it will put this on the same footing with the 
other public printing, and will come within the 
contract. 

Mr. DAVIS. Then, sir, let me. observe that 
this bill does not propose anything out of the usual 
course. { believe the phraseology of the bill is 
nearly the same as that of its predecessors on this 
point have been. We have provided that the in- 
formation shall be collected, classified, and ar- 
ranged, and we have suggested that when that is, 
done a certain number of copies shall be ordered 

to be printed. If gentlemen think that there is 

any restraint necessary here, or that {there is any 

danger that the printing will not be executed in an 

economical manner, or that there will be any un- 

due favoritism, I am entirely willing that economy 

should be secured in this arrangement. Then let 

me ask that this matter be committed to the Secre- 

tary of the Interior, because when Congress passed 

a law creating that Department, they expres: ly 

transferred the duty in regard to the census to that 

| office. The committee had no choice in the mat- 

ter; the law had pointed out their duty in regard 

to it, and they had followed what seemed to be 

the expressed will of Congress in the matter, not 
| having themselves any choice as to the officer who 

should carry this bill into execution, but taking 
that gentleman whom the law itself pointed out 
as the proper officer. 

Mr. BADGER. Ido not intend to enter into 
any discussion on the amendment of the honora- 
ble Senator from Arkansas, further than to say 
that I think he could notmake a more unfortunate 
‘| selection than to select the printers of Congress to 
execute the printing necessary under this census 
law, because I apprehend the printing requires to 
be done expeditiously. As soon as this bill shall 
pass and become a law, it is important that the 
printing should be at once executed, and that the 
various machinery should be set to work for the 
accomplishment of the enumeration designated by 
this bill. If any particular printer or printers are 

ignated by the bill, it appears to me it 


to be desi 
would be better that this large amount of printing 
should be performed by any others than those 
charged with the large amount of business fur- 
nished by Congress. Senators will recollect that 
this is the long session of Congress, that we shall 
probably be in session during the whole of the 
summer, and the continual demand for the print- 
ing of documents ordered in thé course of pro- 
ceedings here, and the printing to be done under 
the bill, will produce a conflict of interest, so that 
either the printing in relation to the census, or that 
which legitimately belongs now to the printers to 
Congress, must be delayed. Iam quite content 
that the printing shall be under the charge of an 
officer who has a general charge of the subject, or 
either one of the commissioners, although, | think, 
they did, in the first instance, fail in the effectual 


|| discharge of the particular duties committed to 


them; and I would much rather confer the author- 
ity on any one of the three commissioners than on 
all three together, for this, I think, would give us 
an effectual security that it would be performed. 

I mentioned, when I addressed the Senate be- 
fore, that my own opinion was—and that 1 had 
entertained that opinion at the last session of Con- 
‘gress when the question was before us—that the 
statistical information should be disconnected from 
the enumeration of the inhabitants. I stated that 
il supposed the general sense of the body was 

against the view I entertained, and that therefore 
I would not undertake to move an amendment; 
but I have reason to believe that the notiotis which 
I then entertained have met with the approbation 
of a larger portion of the members of the Senate 
than I supposed they would receive; and, believ- 
ing it to be a matter of serious importance that 
this separation should take place, [ intend to sub- 
mit a motion to take the sense of the Senate upon 


' the subject. 


.No: 19. 
Sir, it is a great operation to make an accurate 
enumeration of the inhabitants of the country. | It 
is one on which, under our system of government, 
it is of the highest importance that the utmost care 
should be bestowed, and, as far as possible, abso- 
lute accuracy of the result obtained. g 

Now this plan, by the way—and the thing has 
grown from census to census—by which we throw 
upon the marshals and their deputies—persons 
not selected with any view to their qualifications 
for this service, and especially for obtaining sta- 
tistical information on this question—is, in my 
opinion, vicious in itself, if only the census was to 
be taken. Is there any gentleman here who would 
be willing to pass a bill to intrust into the hands 
of the marshals in a large mass of districts the col- 
lecting of statistical information? l trust not one. 
They have no more capacity for that occupation, 
in virtue of having superadded to it the duty of 
making a correct enumeration of the inhabitants, 
while the additional duty of making the enumera- 
tion prevents the full and efficient discharge of 
their trust. , 

Now, sir, in regard to the portion of country in 
which I reside, and which Lin part represent on this 
floor, we are likely to suffer more in regard to ac- 
curacy of the enumeration of our inhabitants, and 
gain less by the collection of statistical information, 
than can be said with regard to the inhabitants of 
the more populous and eastern portions of the 
United States. Ours is an agricultural country, 
having a population which is but thinly spread 
over it. What sort of accuracy is to be expected 
in statistical information as to the products of the 
various industrial pursuits of the southern portion 
of the United States ?, None whatever; but, on the 


| contrary, the deputy marshal and agent employed 


in taking the census comes to a plantation where 
he is to make an enumeration of the inhabitants. 
He is paid—that I believe has always been the case 
-heretofore—by the amount of work done, the polls 
embraced in his report to his principal or chief. It’ 
is obvious that he will hurry through everything 
he has to do; that he will make very superficial 
inquiries, in order that he may give an e ually 
superficial report as to the products of the planta- 
tion on which he is employed. So far as I can un- 
derstand this matter, this result is obvious. 

Well, then, with regard to the more populous 
portions of the country: it is clear that they are in 
the possession of means which make it necessary 
to furnish them with this information. Their sta- 
tistics, as a general thing, are known; and where 
they are not known they can easily be obtained. 
Their population is dense, their resources are great; 
and, after all, sir, my own opinion is—as was said 
by the Senator from New Hampshire—that we 
shall do much better to leave this question of sta- 


' tistics to the several States of the Union. 


We are charged by the Constitution with the 
performance of a high and important duty—that 
of obtaining an accurate, careful, and just enu- 
meration of the inhabitants, because upon that 
depends the representation of the people of the 
United States in the other House, and the due ap- 
portionment of the share of the public burdens of 
the country. Why should we necdlessly take 
upon ourselves the discharge of duties which are 
not imposed upon us? And, if we will assume 
this duty, why should we unite it with another 
operation with which it appears to have no just or 
natural connection, and when the necessary and 


i inevitable result is, in a greater or Jess degree, to 


render statistics uncertain and mischievous, and 
the enumeration of the inhabitants entirely unreli- 
able? : g 

Now, sir, with regard to the population of my 
State, 1 do not wish that it should be over- 
looked, whatever the population may be. I do 
not desire that a single man, woman, or child, 
free or slave, actually resident within her borders, 
should be omitted from the enumerauon; but, on 
the contrary, that we should have a just and care- 
ful representation of the true state, of the popula- 
tion, whatever weight the constitutional rale gives 
her to the administration in relation to the govern- 


ment of the country. I believe it is directly th 
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interest of every portion of the people of the Uni-- 


ted Statey that these two subjects should not inter- 
fere. I maintain that there is no just affinity 
between them; Isee no good to arise out of this 
forced connection; I see much mischief that may 
arise, and therefore I wish to see them severed. Í 
would give nothing for the industrial statistics 
connected in this manner; for I am satisfied that 
they are not only worth nothing, but that they are 
-calculated to do much mischief, and to produce 
‘false action and false results. 

I therefore move that the bill be recommitted to 
the committee. from which it was reported, with 
Instructions so to amend the bill as to confine its 
operations to the’enumeration of the inhabitants of 
the United States. -~ 

Mr. BUTLER. [have always had some doubt 
as to the propriety of making this census report 
‘the vehicle for obtaining information on other sub- 
jects. These were the views I had at.the last ses- 
sion, and were so expressed to the committee. 
The Constitution devolves on Congress the duty, 
and makes it imperative, to provide for taking the 
census every ten years. As incident to that, I 
very readily conceive that we can easily get an es- 
timate of property, personal and real, of all the 
inhabitants of the United States. To that extent 
Tam willing to go. Although this other informa- 
tion, may be desirable, if we could collect it, the 
duty of Congress is confined, I think, to taking the 
census, and perhaps the amount of property, with 
a view to taxation. : 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, being a member 
of the Committee on Printing, I wish to submit a 
few remarks to the Senate upon that subjeet. I 
have had the good fortune 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Arcu- 
son.) I would suggest to the Senator that the 
proposition now before the Senate is the motion 
made by the Senator from North Carolina, (Mr. 
BanceEr,] to recommit the bill with instructions to 
report an amendment. 

r. SMITH. If my remarks are not strictly 
in order, I do not desire any indulgence from the 
Senate, because I can make the suggestions which 
I wish to offer at another time, when they will be 
in order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER ruled the remarks 
not in order, 

Mr. FOOTE, Does the Chair decide that it is 
not proper to debate the question now before us? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair ruled 
that it was not in order to debate ‘the question of 
printing, the question before the Senate being the 
motion to recommit with instructions. 

Mr. FOOTE. If the honorable Senator from 
North Carolina [Mr. Banger] will withdraw his 
motion, I wish very much to be allowed to say a 
few words upon the question of printing. I hope 
that he will consent to withdraw it, as there are 


two of us who desire to be heard upon that: 


question. 

Mr. BADGER thereupon withdrew the motion 
to recommit. 

Mr. SMITH. I was about to remark to the 
Senate, that it has been.my good fortune to agree 
with the honorable chairman on all questions 
which have hitherto come before our committee; 
but we now come to a point in relation to which I 
am constrained to differ from my friend. There 
is only one thing wanting in the bill, as it comes 
from the committee, which I now suggest to the 
Senate-—though I wish to remark, in the first place, 
that I fully accord in the opinion which has been 
expressed by my friends upon the other side of 
the Chamber, that the time has gone by for invest- 
ing the head of any department with an arbitrary 
discretion upon this subject of printing. The 
printing of the last census, we know very well, 
was done by Blair & Rives, under a contract, 
made, I suppose, by the State Department. It 
was printing that was not let out to the lowest 
bidder, and I have always understood that those 
gentleman made a very handsome fortune out of 
that operation. Now, it so happens, I suppose, 
that this bill, as drawn by the committee, so far as 
the printing of the census is concerned—I mean 
the results, the abstract of the work—isa mere 
copy of, the old bill, as I understood the chairman 
of the committee to say—the bill under which 
Messrs. Blair & Rives’ were employed to print 
what we ordinarily call the census. It will be 
recollected that it was printed in two forms—a 
large form, and a compendium. This was all 


` 


‘ment of State, conformably with the old law. 


done by Blair & Rives, under an arbitrary power 
by the executive authorities of the country to make 
just such a contract as they pleased. 

Mr. DOWNS, (interposing.)* ‘Will the honor- 
able Senator please to state whether Blair & Rive 
were not public printers at the time. f 

Mr. SMITH. Yes, sir. I believe they were 
the public printers; but they did not derive the 
authority, as I understand it, from that source. I 
may be mistaken upon that subject; and if so, I 


of the Senate. It is my impression that they did 
not derive their authority to do the printing of the 
census under the appointment of either of the two 
Houses of Congress. It will be recollected that 
Congress, at that time, appointed no public printer. 
Each of the two branches of Congress elected its 
printer. During the Twenty-sixth Congress, 
(when the honorable gentleman put the question I 
did not recollect the fact,) Thomas Allen was the 
printer of the House of Representatives, selected 
by that body. Blair & Rives, if I mistake not, 
were the printers of the Senate; so that there was 
no public printer in the sense which my honorable ! 


now) was made with the Executive Department ; 
of the Government—probably with the Depart- 
` ) ME 

Now, then, this committee has reported this | 
bill, as I have before remarked, containing the 


head of the Department of the Interior the arbi- 
trary power of#making a contract with any indi- 
vidual that he pleases, and upon any terms he 
may see fit, without advertising, without com- 
petition. To any such provision in this bill I am 


able gentleman at the head of that department 
would abuse the trust thus confided in him; I am 
convinced he will execute it with as much fidelity 
as any otner of the distinguished citizens of the 
country. 

Now, sir, in order to realize, or rather to carry 
out, what has been the policy of the Government 
for several years past—to wit: to have all the pub- 
lic printing let out at contract, and given to the 
lowest bidder—al] that is required is the addition 
of a few words to the last clause of the 20th sec- 
tion. The last clause reads thus: 


« And, further, as the returns ate so made, to cause the 
same to he classified and arranged in the best and most con- 
venient manner for use; and —— thousand eopies thereof to 
be printed for distribution.” 


Now, sir, if the amendment of my honorable 


these words: ‘‘On contract, as now provided by 
law.” 

It will be observed by the Senate, on recurring 
to the 2lst section of the bill, in relation to the pre- 
paratory printing, that there is a clause requiring 
that such printing shall be Jet out by contract. to 
the lowest bidder; it is in these works: 

“Tn order to give dispatch to business, the said Secre- 
tary shall be authorized to contract for the necessary pre- 
paratory printing by ten days’ notice, instead of the tiine now 
required by law.?? 

Ido not remember what time the law requires. 
Will the honorable Senator from Arkansas [Mr. 
Borxanp] please to state what that time is? 

Mr. BORLAND. A month. 

Mr. SMITH. Yes, sir; it requires a month. 
Now, in order to expedite the printing in this partic- 
ular case, the committee have very properly altered 
the old law. They have said that the preparatory 


printing should be put out upon contraet, but that 
the Secretary shall only be required to give ten 
days’ notice, so that the whole of those who are 
engaged in this business of printing, those who 
are connected with the papers, and those who are 
not connected with the papers, can come in and 
bid for this preparatory printing. Now all, as I 
humbly conceive, the Senate should do, is simply 
to provide that when the subject of printing the 
census comes up, the Department should let out 
| that printing on contract, so as to admit the whole 
| typographical corps in this city into competition 
for it, and that is all that the public ought to de- 
sire in relation to this subject. 7 
Mr. President, I regret to differ with my hon 
orable friend, the chairman of the committee, with 
whom I am associated, in the opinion that he has 
expressed that this work would be deemed to be 
included in the contract which 


trust I shall be corrected by some other gentleman | 


friend has indicated; and I may say that the con- || 
tract (I have no manner of doubt upon the point jj 


| 
provision of the old law, and conferring on the i 


utterly opposed—not that I believe that the honor- | 


friend shall fail, I will propose to add to that clause | 


| Mr. SMITH, 


` the two Houses of | 
Congress have made with eertain gentlemen to ! 


execute the printing of Congress. J submit to the 
honorable Senator that this is not printing for 
Congress. li is printing for the Department of 
the Interior, and for the people of the United 
States. 

Mr. BORLAND. Will the Senator allow me? 
The amendment which I propose to be adopted is, 
| to order this printing to be done by Congress, and 
thus the same will come within the contract of the 
public printers, 

Mr. SMITH. Iconeeivenot. The gentleman 
knows very well that we have made an advanta+ 
geous contract with these printers. He knows very 
well that they have stipulated to do the publie print- 
ing, I believe 1 would not be extravagant in saying, 
| for one-half of what it will cost them to do the 
work, When we have made—I wil! not call it a 
shaving contract, but it shaves mighty elose—wilk 
! the honorable Senator claim that we can impose al} 
sorts of public printing upon them? Can we order 
them to print the acts of Congress, or anything 
beyond what was agreed upon? Congress ought 
not to do this, simply because we have made a hard 
batrgain with these printers. No, sir; no, sir! 
| that is not my understanding of the proper method 
of dealing with these people, Is itright, the very 


ii moment that Congress finds out that they have 


| got an advantageous contract, to order all sorts of 
printing, by putting it into the form of alaw? I 
do not know but E may be wrong upon this sub- 
: ject, and certainly there are few gentlemen whose 
views I more sincerely respect than those of my 
worthy friend from Arkansas, [Mr. Bortann.] 
But there is another thing for our consideration. 
There is no member of this body who is or can be 
more thoroughly convinced than my honorable 
friend from Arkansas, that these printers cannot 
possibly go on under this contract. J wish to do 
them the justice here of saying that I have never 
known the public printing, during the ten years 
that I have been in Congress, either in poirit of 
paper or of typography, to compare in quality or 
excellence with the document we have here—([hold- 
‘ing up the President’s message with the accompa- 
nying documents.} My friend is mach more 
competent than I am to form an opinion upon that 
subject; but I have seen no public document since 
I have been in. Congress, which I think was as 
well done as the document which has been laid 
upon our tables this morning. And now does my 
worthy friend believe that these contractors can 
possibly go onunder this contract? I do not 
know what resources they may have to sustain a 
heavy loss. Ido not know but they may have 
very large fortunes. I understand that they are 
highly respectable gentlemen, who are employed 
in the “ Union” office inthis city; I hardly know 
in what capacity, but no doubt their situation is 
very respectable. I presume that they may be 
gentlemen of very considerable property, but it is 
not at all probable that they have a fortune which 
will enable them to sustain a loss of a great many 
thousands of dollars. Why, Mr. President, the 
printers of the last Congress came here demanding 
an indemnity, I do not remember to what amount. 
We have had this question before the Committee 
on Printing. The printers of the last Congress 
have come here for indemnity for their losses; and 
| yet the printers of the present Congress have un- 


| 
ji 
i 


i| printers cannot execute this contract without heavy 


| losses. What is it, then, that my friend proposes? 


il whether the proposition is to recur to the cld sys- 
! 


id 
H 
i 


ií printers of both Houses of Congress. 1 have since 
|, been informed, by a gentleman who is acquainted 
with the facts, that they were the printers of both 
Houses at that time. 

As I happened to be a member 
of the 27th Congress, and had something to do 
with the proceedings of that body upon this sub- 
1 ject, I think that my friend mast be wholly mis- 
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taken, for I know that Mr. Thomas Allen was the 
printet for the House of Representatives, and that | 
there was no printer to the two Houses of Con- | 
gress. : 

Mr. DOWNS. Iam credibly informed that 
there were public printers, and that Mr. Allen 
printed the compendium, ‘and that some contro- 
versy arose about the matter at the time. 

Mr. SMITH, (in his- seat.) Weil, I may be 
mistaken. 

Mr, DOWNS, (continuing.) While T am up, 
Mr. President, there is one other matter I will 
advert to. 

Mr. SMITH, (in his seat.) T should not be 
too confident about it; it may be so. 

Mr. DOWNS. Mr. President, if I understand 
the Senator from Connecticut aright, he intimated 
that this printing, if not given to the public printer, 
was to be given to the lowest bidder. Will it not, | 
according to the law, go to the printers of the Ex- 
ecutive Departments? Will this be given out by 
itself to the lowest bidder by the Secretary of the 
Interior? or will the printer now employed by the 
department have it? The Senator appears to 
speak upon’authority; and I should like to know 
what will probably be the course upon that subject. 

Mr. SMITH, (resuming.) Mr. President, I 
have heard a good ‘deal, upon several occasions, 
about my speaking by authority. I do not know 
how often that sort of suggestion is to be made in 
the presence of the Senate, or what honorable 


Senators suppose that they are to gain by it, cither 
one way or another. IÍ have already stated to the 
honorable Senator that I am totally opposed to 


vesting the power in the Secretary of the Interior, 
or giving him any discretionary authority upon the 
subject. 

Mr. DOWNS. Will the Senator allow me? I 
thought the gentleman’s argument was based upon 
the fact that this printing was to be given out to the 
lowest bidder. As to his speaking by special au- 
thority, it appears to be generally conceded that he 
has as much authority as any other man. I should 
like to have7his opinion stated, at any rate, 
the fact; he may state it or not, however, 
pleases; T will not insist upon it. 

Mr. SMITH. I do not know what the Secre- 
tary of the Interior would do; but although I have 
a proper confidence in him, as I have repeatedly 
stated, I think it should now be understood that I 
am not for intrusting him with any arbitrary au- 
thority under the act; and if the amendment of 
my friend from Arkansas (Mr. Borwanp] be re- 
jected, 1 propose to make an addition to the last 
clause of the 20th section, which will impose upon 
the Secretary of the Interior the obligation to let 
the printing out by contract, so that he will have 
no discretion in the matter. But I desire to return 
to the amendment of my worthy friend. 

The bill, as reported: from the committee, re- 
quires that the preparatory printing shall be let 
out by contract. Now, the gentleman proposes 
to give it to the printers of Congress; though he 
has already intimated to us his opinion that the 
public printer cannot possibly execute this con- 
tract, and says that he proposes to bring in a 
proposition to guard against this evil, What is 
that proposition to be? I have been unable to 
ascertain what itisto be. Is it to return to the 
old system ?—I will not say of subsidizing the pub- 
lic press, for I have no idea that my friend would 
be actuated by such motives. But it is said that 
the public printers cannot execute the contract; 
and what are we to do? I would say that I am 
not for subsidizing the press of the city, either the 
Whig or the Democratic press—either the one or 
the other. But I have this to say, that if. these 
bidders cannot execute the contract, Į will deal 
with them generously. I do not desire to enforce 
the penalty which they have voluntarily incurred; 
but I shall insist that the work be given ‘into the 
hands of the next lowest bidder, and so go on, 
ascending in the list, until we get to somebody 
who is willing to execute the work. As to the 
scheme of giving the printing, at this late day, to 
the political press of this city, it is a proposition 
which E shall resist tu [the uttermost and at all 
times. ae Ae 

Now, my friend here has a proposition which is 
fo turn round upon a pivot. In the first place, it 
looks to the employment of these very printers 
whom the honorable Senator says cannot possibly 
execute this contract; and, 


upon 
as he 


then in the event of 


the Senate; and that ‘matter, we all know, will be 
settled by the dominant party; and thus all the 
printing under this bill will be transferred to the 
Union office, which will hand overa large sum of 
the public money to the proprietors of that con- 
cern. Ido not say that my friend designs any 
such thing, but I know that such will-be the effect 
of it, provided his views are carried out. Now, 
sir, | am for adhering to the contract system. | 


‘| am for having the 2fst section stand as it is, and 


for altering the 20th section, as already indicated. 

But I have another consideration still to submit, 
Mr. President; and that is, that these public 
printers, in view of their engagements, cannot ex- 
ecute this work. I say that they cannot possibly 
execute the preparatory printing in time. When 
will this bill be carried through the other branch? 
Can any man tell? It ought to be passed imme- 
diately, for the enumeration is to take place on the 
Ist of June, or about that time. The preparatory 
printing is to be done, and the blanks are to be 
distributed before that time, over thirty States—to 
be sent to our new acquisitions on the Pacific, for 
aught I know; for I suppose weare to havea census 
taken in California and New Mexico, whether they 
are admitted as States or not; and, therefore, the 
honorable chairman of the committee on the census 
has done right in urging the matter upon our im: 
mediate consideration. It will take some time to 
carry the bill through the two Houses of Congress, 
and it should be as soon as possible sent to the 
House of Representatives. Having been for ten 
years a member of the House, I have some pretty 
zood reasons for believing that if the bill is carried 
through in all the month of March or April, it will 
be expedited a good deal more than business ordi- 
narily is in that body. In the mean time, we are 
to oppress the public printer. We have gota 
sharp contract, a hard stipulation, and therefore 
are to put upon him the immense labor of all sorts 
of printing; and instead of opening this work to 
the competition of the whole typographical corps 
of this city, it is really now proposed to charge 
somebody with this duty—nobody knows who— 
apparently the present printer, with the admission 
that he cannot execute the contract, anticipating 
the election of a printer, or a recurrence to the old 
system. Thus we are to throw the printing into 
one of the political establishments of the city. 
Though I have no idea that my excellent friend 
contemplated any such thing, yet, unless my sug- 
gestion can be carried out—to give it to the lowest 
bidder, and so on, rising until we find some one 
willing to do the work—the census is to be carried 
into the Union office. Well, sir, 1 would just as 
soon it should go to the Union office as to any 
other. They are good and respectable citizens. 
But Iam utterly opposed to the proposed manner 
of sending it there. 

I am opposed also to the existing system of 
printing. It must be amended; and I trust that 
before the present Congress is over, we may have 
some plan of doing the Congressional printing 
which will secure accuracy, good quality, expedi- 
tion, and all the other elements which are indis- 
pensable to the transaction of business by Con- 
gress. I intend, sir, to resist now, and at alltimes 
hereafter, the connection of the public printing 
with the political press of this city, whether upon 
the one side or upon the other. f therefore insist 
that the 2lst section is exactly right; and with re- 
spect to the preceding section, all that is required 
is simply the addition of four or five words such 
as | have already suggested to the Senate. In this 
manner economy will be observed, and the public 
interests in all respects be preserved. 


ke made, shall be given to the lowest: bidder, whose prg, 
posal shall be accompanied with proper testimonials of the 
ability of the bidder to execute the contract.” ! 
Mr. FOOTE, ‘It is not my intention at this 
late period of the day, to detain the Senate with 
an extended harangue. It is unnecessary that I 
should do so. The amendment introduced by the 
honorable Senator from Askansas [Mr. BORLAND] 
has been already sufficiently defended by others; 
but, as T shall sustain it in part upon a ground not 
yet very precisely stated, | will detain the Senate 
jong enough only to allow of its presentation. Tris. 
no part of my purpose, sir, to enter into the field of 


discussion already so completely occupied by the 
honorable Senator from Connecticut, [Mr. Surra.] 
This is a subject which, in all its various bearings, 
I do not doubt, the honorable Senator from Con- 
necticut has more thoroughly mastered than any 
member of this body. Upon a mere question of 
official emolument—a question of the comparative 
profits of one or another scheme of driving pecu- 
niary bargains with those whose employment may 
be demanded by the public exigencies—I cannot 
doubt that the whole Senate would willingly defer 
to the superior jadgment and tact of the honorable 
Senator from Connecticut. I beg leave to. suggest, 
though, that the honorable Senator upon this oc- 
casion has fallen into the use of terms which are 
not very highly calculated to add to the dignity of 
this body, or to elevate the self-esteem. of his as- 
sociates here. He:speaks of shaving—talks about 
our making sharp contracts with persons whom we 
employ to do the public printing, &. Now, sir, 
though [ do not doubt that we have sometimes en- 
tered into contracts with gentlemen to execute print- 
ing for us which turned out to be unprofitable, and 
even deeply injurious to individual contractors, 
yet I do not know any instance in which this body 
could be justly charged either of shaving or over- 
sharpness; nor do I believe that a case will ever 
arise in which this august legislative council will 
refuse to liberate those who enter into contracts 
which result in serious pecuniary detriment, or 
deny recompense for losses actually sustained, in 
cases where there is no appearance of default on 
the part of the individuals thus suffering by their 
connection withus. Tam familiar with the course 
of this bady in relation to matters of this kind for 
several years past; and I beg to assure the honor- 
able gentleman that when he shall have been 
among us a little while longer, he will find us any- 
thing but an assemblage of shavers and sharpers. 
Mr. President, | must confess, that I was not 
very peculiarly gratified at what fell from. the 
honorable gentleman in reference to subsidizing the 
press of this city. The honorable gentleman em- 
phatically avers that he will never engage in any 
scheme for subsidizing the public press. . Not he! 
He will never consent to the public money being 
| used to extinguish editorial independence, and cor- 
rapt the whole newspaper press of this city, or any 
part of it. Well, sir, this is truly a commendable 
resolution, and I would advise him to adhere to it 
firmly; but does he really think that there is any 
person in power in Washington, either in the two 
Houses of Congress or elsewhere, who would 
undertake this abominable work of subsidization 2 
Does he think so poorly of his brother Senators as 
to suppose that any of them would stoop so low 
as to attempt to control the newspaper press of 
Washington by the bestowal of pecuniary lar- 
gesses? Does he know any press here that could 
be bought up and controlled by bribing contracts? 


I hope not, sir, Í believe not, sir, | feel that I can 
answer promptly for the high-minded conductors 
| of one journal published in this city, whose. chat- 


Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President, I do not rise at 
this late hour of the day: 
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. Will the Sen- 
ator allow me to have one paragraph read from the 
law? I suppose, Mr. President, that the thing is 
already provided for by law; and I wish the Sec- 
retary to read the law which regulates the printing 
of documents, 

The Secretary read the law, providing nearly as 
follows: ; 

« That the job printing, stationery, 
of the Exeeutive Departments shall, until otherwise di- 
rected by law, be furnished by contract, proposals for which 
shall be regularly advertised in the public prints ; the class 
and description of the printing to be specified in each ad- 
vertisement, as far as that can be done, and it be made @ 
condition in all cases, unless otherwise specifically stated 
in the advertisement, that the work shall be done in the 
city of Washington; and the contract in such cases, 80 far 


and binding of each 


their failure, to the election of a public printer by 


as the proposals and acceptance shali enable a eontratt 10 


acters place them far, very far, indeed, beyond the 
reach of any arrows which may be launched even 
from the bow of the honorable Senator from Con- 
necticut. 
Mr. MANGUM, 
Era, I suppose. 
Several SENATORS, 


(in his seat.) The National 


(in-their seats.) ** The Na- 
| tional Era)” “ The National Brat?’ (Laughter.] 

Mr. FOOTE. No, sir. I do not mean the 
National Era. I mean the democratic journal pub- 
lished in this city. Ht is not for me, sir, to defend, 
in a regular ways other respectable newspapers 
here; but I really hope and believe that there is 
not one of them that could be bought up in the 
manner evidently apprehended by the honorable 
Senator from Connecticut. Sir, perhaps it would 
be unseemly for me to take it upon myself toad- 
| vise the honorable Senator upon a point of merg 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Feb. 5, 


discretion, versed as he evidently is in the ways of 
the world, and familiar with all those sécial influ- | 
ences which make and unmake character, estab- 
lish and overturn the reputation of men, either in 
high places or in obscure positions. But it would 
seem to me that all this extraordinary alarm, dis- 
played by him in regard tq the danger of subsidi- 
zing the public press of Washington is in decidedly 
bad taste, and caleulated to subject both himself 
and others’ to serious misapprehension. Now, sir, 
the peculiar relations knòwn to exist between him- 
self and one of ‘the respectable journals here, en- | 
listed in the support of the Administration—the 
extraordinary efforts which he is reported to have 
' made, in order to bring about its establishment 
and promote its circulation—should render the hon- 
orable gentleman a litle particular how he talks 
with such a tremulous solicitude about the danger 
of corrupting the newspaper press of Washington. 
Ido not mention these things for the purpose of 
throwing upon the honorable gentleman the least 
discredit in connection with those acts of his to 
which I have alluded; they were doubtless well | 
intended, ‘and must: be at least acknowledged to 
have been more or less marked with something 
very like public spirit. Far less do I intend to ass 
sail the special organ of the Administration. My 
odject simply is to guard the bonorable Senator 
from Connecticut against the effects but too likely | 
to result from such indiscretion as he has practised | 
upon this occasion, and to endeavor, if possible, ; 
to prevent a repetition of such conduct in future. |! 
And now, sir, I must say that my chief reason | 
for supporting the amendment of the honorable | 
Senator from Arkansas is, that, if adopted, it will 
somewhat retrench the greatly overgrown patron- | 
age of the Depariment of the Interior. It is not my 
purpose to find fault with the present incumbent of || 
that high place. - I should be unwilling to go out 
of my way with a view simply to employing the | 
language of decrial in regard to one of whom I 
personally know but little, and of all whose official : 
acts [am resolved to exercise a cool and temperate | 
judgment. Nor am I influenced by any feeling of 
special hostility to any of those now in power. 
No, sir, no; my motives are higher and more sub- 
stantial. Ihave ever been opposed to the undue | 
multiplication of Executive patronage. | have ever 
looked upon this multiplication as the most serious 
danger which menaced ður free institutions. When 
the bill for the establishment of the Department of 
the Interior was in progress here, many and grave 
objections were urged against the proposed mea- 
sure; the chief of which was, that it would greatly 
and dangerously increase Executive patronage, 
and impart to the whole machinery of Government 
a fatal tendency towards centralization. The meas- 
ure was brought suddenly before us for consid- 
eration; we had not time to explore it in all its 
bearings. It came to us, too, connected with 
many other matters of surpassing interest, Rec- 
ommended, as it had been, by an exerienced 
statesman, for whose judgment I had ever felt | 
a most profound respect, I voted for it regard- | 
less of the solemn prophecies uttered at the time 
in relation to the consequences likely to flow 
from it. Well, sir, the measure has been tried; 
it has been fully tested by experience ; and it is | 
using language of great moderation to say that | 
it has proved deeply mischievous in its operation ; 
that it has enlarged the amount of Executive 
atronage to an extent highly alarming; and that 
it holds out distinct menaces of future mischief, 
which it is impossible to disregard without a 
shameful neglect of our public duty. What shall 
be done to obviate these fearful evils? Why, 
the plain remedy is the one proposed by the hon- 
orable Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Hunrer,]a 
few days since, for repealing the Home Department 
altogether. Meanwhile, until this can be effected, 
I shall vote for every proposition which may be || 
i 


1 
t 


i 


calculated, in a legitimate mode, to retrench the !! 
patronage of the department within reasonable 
limits. I shail vote for the amendment of the 
honorable Senator from Arkansas, because iti 
seems calculated in some degree to have that effect. |i 
I shall support it, also, for the reasons already || 
stated by him and others ; and especially because |i 
it proposes to have this large amount of census || 
printing done by our own offigers, responsible to us |! 
in every way, and subject io be held by us lo fair and || 
efficient accountability. i! 
On motion by Mr. MANGUM, 
The Senate adjourned. 


fi 
fi 
Hi 


| Ohio rivers during the past year, and closed his 


family of children that looked to him for protection 
and support. 


| born in 1806, in the vicinity of Orange. 


he entered public life until the day of his decease. 


| quite young, and shortly after he was married, 


| eral years, and until he was elected by his district 


| several stations he so conducted himself as to se- 


‘and became a candidate fora seat on this floor. 


i gretof the death of the Hou, ALEXANDER NEWMAN, a mem- 


| other citizens of Buffalo, in favor of cheap postage. 


į Gowanda, praying for a reduction of the rates of postage. 


y of her husband. 


' HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuzspar, February- 5, 1850. 

The Journal of yesterday (a very long record of | 
proceedings) was read in part, when a motion was 
made, by i 

Mr. BOWLIN, that the further reading thereof | 
be dispensed with. Much time (Mr. B. remarked) 
would thus be saved. i 
.. The question was taken and the House decided 
that the further reading should not be suspended. 

The reading of the Journal was then concluded, 
and the Journal was approved. 

OBITUARY. 

Mr. HAYMONDaroseand addressed the House 
as follows: g 

Mr. SpgeaKer : I have risen for the purpose of 
announcing to this House the death of the honor- 
able Arexanper Newman, a member elect toa 
seat in this Congress from the fifteenth Congres- į 
sional district of Virginia, which district I have | 
the honor to represent. 

Mr. Newman, while ona visit to Pittsburg in 
July last, fell a victim to the terrible scourge of 
Asiatic cholera, which has stricken down so many 
of our people in the valley of the Mississippi and 


mortal career in a few hours after he was taken ill. 
He left, sir, [am informed, a young and numerous 


Mr. Nrwman wasa native of Virginia, and was 
I knew him well and favorably from the time 


He was a gentleman of warm and of ardent feel- 
ings, firm and steadfast in his political opinions, 
kind and courteous in his social relations, When 


Mr. Newman removed to and settled in the county 
of Marshall. In 1836 he was first elected a mem- 
ber of the Legislature of his native State from that 
county; which he continued to represent for sev- 


to represent them in the State Senate; in which 


cure the support and confidence of his constituents. 
In June, 1845, he was appointed postmaster for 
the city of Wheeling, which position he continued 
to occupy until March, 1849, when he resigned, 


He was elected over a talented and distinguished 
gentleman, and would at this time be occupying 
the seat which I now occupy, if he had not been 
stricken down in the prime of life. 

In conclusion, 

Mr. HAYMOND offered the following resolu- 
tions of condolence, which were agreed to: 

Resolved, That this House, having heard with deep re- 


ber elect of this body from the fifteenth Congressional Dis- 
trict of Virginia, will, as a mark of respect for his memory, 
wear crape on the left arm for thirty days. 
Resolved, "Uhat this resolution be forwarded to his family. 
Resolved, As a further mark of respect, that this House do 
now adjourn. 


And so the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions were presented and re- 
ferred under the rule: 
By Mr. BOOTII: The petition of C. S. Hubbard and 239 
other citizens of Deep River, in the State of Connecticut, 
praying for the reduction of postage to two cents on half 


ounce letters. 
By Mr. SPALDING: The petition of E. A. Maynard and 


Also, the petition of J. R. Plumb and other citizens of 


By Mr. A. G. BROWN: The petition and papers of John | 
B. Hand, of Mississippi, praying to have refunded certain 
money paid by him to A, A. Kineannon, a Government | 
agent, and which Government required him to repay; which 
was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. CONGER: The petition of Mrs, Mary W. 
Thompson, widow of the late Lieut. Col. Alexander R. : 
‘Thompson, asking to be allowed a pension for the services 


By Mr. WILMOT: A petition signed by 70 citizens of 
Susguchanna county, Pennsylvania, asking a reduction in | 
the rates of postage. Referred to the Committee on the |} 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the memorial of ©. L. Harrington, and others, heirs | 
of Ebenezer Harrington, an officer in the war of the Revo- | 
lution, praying compensation for the serviees of their an- 
eestor. Referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

By Mr. HiBBARD: The petition of George A. Cossitt 
and others, citizens of Lancaster, New Hampshire, praying 
that the rate of postage on prepaid letters be established at 
two cents per ounce. Referred to the Committee on thé 
Post Office and Post Roads. 


1 


other cifzens of Chautauque county, New York, praying 
Congress to grant an appropriation for the improvement of 
Portiand harbor on Lake Erie. Referred to the Committee 
on Commerce, 

By Mr. ROBBINS: A memorial of merchants, and other 
citizens of Pennsylvania, asking’ that a harbor be con- 
structed on the eastern side of Reedy Island, to protect the 
shipping against the floating ice and other casualties in eer- 
tain seasons of the year. Signed by C. A. Walborn, Tobias 
Beekler, and 25 others. Referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. g 

By Mr. POTTER : The petition of George W. Andrews, 
R. J. S. Holis, and others, citizens of Anglaize county, 
Ohio, and sundry citizens of Hardin county, asking the 
establishment of a post route from Wapaukonnetta to 
Kenton. 

Also, the petition of Charles Winslow and others, citizens 
of Cleveland, Ohio, asking for the establishment of a semi- 
monthly mail between New York and San Francisco, in 
California. Referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads.. 

By Mr. HOWE: The petition of William Lynch, of But- 
ler county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress to granthim a 
pension on acconnt of wounds received in the Jate war with 
Great Britain. Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. 


IN SENATE. 
Turspay, February 5, 1850. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate acommunication from the Department of War, 
made in compliance with an act more effectually 
to provide for the national defence by establishing 
a uniform militia throughout the United States, 
approved the 2d March, 1803, covering a report 
of the Adjutant General of the United States army, 
giving an abstract of the returns of the militia of all 
the States and Territories; which was ordered to 
lie on the table and be printed. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. SEWARD presented three petitions of cit- 
izens of Rochester, New York, asking for the re- 
duction of postage and the abolition of the franking 
privilege; which were referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the memorial of Benjamin E, S. Ely, pro- 
posing for the consideration of Congress a plan for 
maintaining a military force in California; which 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. DAWSON presented the memorial of the 
Central Bank of Georgia, assignees of Henry W. 
Jernigan, asking indemnity for Indian depredations 
during the Creek war; which was referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. MASON presented the petition of David 
Humphreys, a soldier in the war of 1812, asking a 
pension; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. CLEMENS presented the memorial of 
Richard North and Gaylord Griswold, asking in- 
demnity for French spoliations; which was referred 
to the select committee on the subject. 

Mr. CASS presented a resolution of the Legis- 
lature of Michigan, in favor of a grant of land in 
support of the State Normal School; which was 
referred ta the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. FELCH presented the memorial of Ezra 
Williams, asking compensation for services ren- 
dered asa clerk in the General Land Office; which 
was referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Also, a petition of settlers on the reserved lands 
of the United States in the State of Michigan, 
asking the right of preémption to said lands; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. HALE presented a petition of citizens of 
Saybrook, Connecticut, asking the adoption of 
measures for the amicable adjustment of interna- 
tional controversies; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. COOPER presented a petition of citizens of 
Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, asking that a 
capitation tax may be imposed on foreigners com- 
ing into the United States, and such specific im- 
port duties as will protect the domestic industry of 
the United States against foreign competition; which: 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BRIGHT submitted documents relating to 
the claim of Nancy A. Dewitt to the reissue of a 
military bounty land warrant; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. RUSK, from the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs, to which was referred the petition of the 
representatives of Joseph Watson, submilted a 
report, which was ordered to be printed, accom- 
panied by a bill for their relief, which was read 
and ordered to a second reading. 


By Mr. RISLEY: The petition of Lorenzo Blies, and 82 


Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
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Lands, to which was referred the petition of Hall 
J. Kelley, submitted an adverse report on the 
same; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BALDWIN, from the Committee of Claims, 
to which was referred the memorial of John H. 
Eaton, asking to be reimbursed the cost of a cer- 
tain Arabian horse purchased of the United States 
that was afterwards found to be impotent, sub- 
mitted an adverse report on the same; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the memorial of James Wilson, surviving 
partner of William Wilson & Sons, submitted an 
adverse report on the same; which was ordered to 
be printed. : 

Mr. SMITH, from the select committee, to 
which was referred numerous memorials, asking 
indemnity for French spoliations prior to 1800, 
submitted a report, which was ordered to be 
printed, accompanied by a bill to provide for the 
ascertainment and satisfaction of claims of Ameri- 
can citizens for spoliations committed by the 
French prior to the 3lst day of July, 1801. 

Mr. HUNTER, from the minority of the com- 
mittee, gave notice of his intention to submit a 
minority report; which he moved to be printed. 

The motion to print was agreed to. 


REIMBURSEMENT TO NORTH CAROLINA. 


Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to which was referred the bill grant- 
ing to the State of North Carolina the amount of 


| money advanced and transportation furnished to 


\ volunteers from that State, during the war with 
: Mexicé, reported back the same without amend- 
iment. 
' Mr. BADGER. I move that the bill be now 
‘read a second time, and disposed of. 
The motion was agreed to, and the bill was read 
‘a second time and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. ; 
Mr, BORLAND. I will sta% in a few words the 


/ grounds upon which the committee have reported 


this bill. This claim of the State of North Carolina 
arises under the act of Congress making provision 
for the payment of the expenses of the volunteer 
troops raised for the war in Mexico. The provi- 
sions of the act extended to the appropriations of 
money made by the States as well as individuals. 
The Military Committee believe that this claim 
properly comes under the provision of the act, and 
that it should have been paid under that construc- 
tion of the law by the War Department. -The 
Secretary of War, however, under the rules es- 
tablished by that Depar:ment, thinks the vouchers 
furnished by the State of North Carolina are iot 
such as those rules require. Application is there- 
fore made to Congress for a special act making this 
appropriation. The Secretary admits the charge 
to be a reasonable one, and only finds a difficulty 
in the manner in which the vouchers are prepared. 

Mr. KING. It is with great reluctance Í saya 
word on this claim of the State of North Carolina. 
I take it for granted that the claim is well founded, 
but I desire to know what is the specific ground 
upon which it has been suspended or rejected by 
the War Department. Now, we have passed a 
general law authorizing the payment of all claims 
of this character, either from States or individuals, 
and if we pass a special law in this instance, 
where the rules of the Department have not been 
complied with will it not be establishing a precedent 
requiring it to be done in every similar instance ? 

Mr. BORLAND. The War Department has 
not suspended or rejected the claim fromany want 
of evidence that the money had been paid by. the 
State. But the rules of the Department require 
that the vouchers presented should be the receipts 
of the soldiers and others, to whom the money was 
paid. Under the circumstances ander which this 
money was paid these vouchers were not obtained. 
The money was paid in North Carolina to the 
commanding officer of the regiment, and by him 
to the captains, and_ afterwards by them to the 
several companies. This evidence has been fur- 
nished to the Governor of the State of North Car- 
olina, and he has made application for refunding 
the money paid—$9,000; a little more than ten dol- 
lars to each individualy which the Secretary of 
War says isa very moderate allowance. 

There being ho amendment, the bill was re- 
ported to the Senate, and was then ordered to a 
third reading, and by general consent it was read 


a third time and passed. 


Mr. BORLAND submitted the following reso- 
lution, which was adopted: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be directed to 
report to the Senate copies of the advertisements he has at 
any time issued, the proposals he has received, andthe con- 
tracts he bas entered into for the printing for his Department, 
together with the rates and prices of any printing which has | 
been done or arranged for by his direction. 


DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH AUSTRIA. 


Mr, FOOTE. I beg leave te call the attention 
of the Senate to the pending resolution of the Sen- 
ator from Michigan. The Senator from New 
Hampshire [Mr. Haze] was courteous enough 
yesterday to consent to withdraw the amendment | 
offered by him, provided f would make this public 
application to him to do so. Upon his withdraw- | 
ing that amendment I propose to offer some addi- 
tional resolutions, by way of amendment to that 
of the Senator from Michigan. My object is only 
to call up the resolution for the purpose I have 
Hemel: so that the amendments may be offered and 
printed. 

Mr. CASS. Mr. President, I trust that, for the 
reasons stated by the Senator from Mississippi, 
this resolution may be taken up, and likewise that 
a day may be assigned when the gentleman from 
Georgia may be heard on the subject, the oppor- 
manity of doing which he was deprived of yester- 

ay. i 

The resolution relative to the suspension of dip- 
lomatic relations with Austria was then taken up 
for congideration. 

Mr. HALE. In accordance with the suggestion 
of the Senator from Mississippi yesterday, I will 
withdraw the amendment which I have proposed. 
I do not do it as an indication that l have at all 
changed the views which I expressed on the sub- | 
ject when { addressed the Senate some days since, 
but simply for the purpose of putting the resolu- 
tion in a shape in which the resolutions of the Sen- 
ator from Mississippi will be in order, reserving the 
right to offer it again if I shall think it necessary. 

Mr. FOOTE. The regolution which I hold in 
my hand, together with the one to be proposed by 
my friend from Louisiana, (Mr. Soue,] the Sen- 
ator from Michigan has agreed to accept, which | 
three, thus forming a series of resolutions on the | 
subject, will read as follows: | 


Resolved, That the heroic strugglers for freedom in Hun- 
gary are,in the judgment of the Senate, entitled to the 


Government, as well by reason of the virtues which they | 
have exhibited as of the sufferings which they have been 
| fated to endure. - 

Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Relations be in- | 
structed to inquire into the expediency of suspending dipio- 
matic relations with Austria. 

Resolved, That it is expedient thata grant of public land 
should be made upon the most liberal terms to the Hunga- 
rian refugees now in this country, or who may arrive upon 
our shores within a limited period hereafter, on condition of 
their permanent settlement upon the same, and their event- 
ual naturalization, in conformity with existing laws. 


Mr. SOULE. Mr. President, I beg leave to of- 
fer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the same committee be further instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of requesting the President of 
the United States to intercede with the Government of Tur- 
key, either through a special minister of the United States 
or through the present minister aceredited to that court, for 
the liberation of Kossuth and of such of his companions in 
misfortune as may be under duress within the dominions of 
Turkey, with a tender to them of the United States as an 
asylum, and providing, if need be, for their immediate re- 
moval hither. 


“Mr. FOOTE. I move that the amendments be 


warmest sympathy and respect of the American People and |) 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespar, February 6, 1850. : 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
POST ROUTES IN. OREGON, 

Mr. THURSTON rose and remarked: z 

Mr. Speaxer, I have a matter, sir; which I wish 
to get before the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads, relative to the necessary. mail 
routes in Oregon Territory, and other matters, I 
take the occasion to say, sir, that the chairman of 
that committee isanxious that the matters contained 
in the resolutions should come hefore his commit- 
tee for consideration. I have no doubt, therefore, 
the House will allow the resolutions to be read and 
agreed to. ‘The resolutions were then read. 

Mr. KAUFMAN said that there were several 
of the States and Territories which had not been 
called for resolutions during the present session. 
One of these States was Texas. He hoped the 
House would consent to devote half an hour for 
the call of these States and Territories for such 
resolutions and bills (of which previous notice had 
been given) as would not give rise to debate. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman. object 
to the introduction of the resolutions of the gentle- 
man from Oregon? 

Mr. KAUFMAN. No, sir. Ido not object to 
this particular. resolution; but I ask that the con- 
sent may be made general for the purpose I have 
indicated. . 

The resolution of Mr. Taursron was then in- 
troduced, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing the following mail routes in Oregon Territory, to 
wil: 

A mail route from Astoria, by the mouth of the Cowlitz 
river, Plymouth, Portland, and Milwaukie, to Oregon City. 

Also, a route from Oregon City—through Linn City, Tual- 
itin Plains, by way of Wapatoo Lake, Yam Hill Falls, 
O’Neal’s Mills, J. C. Avery’s, John Lloyd’s, Eugene F. 
Skinner’s, and Elijah Bristow’s, in Benton county, to 
Scott’s, in Umpyna Valley. 

Also, a reute from Oregon City by way of the Butte, 
Champoeg, Salem, Santyam Ferry, Albany, Upper Crossing 
of the Calapooia, to Jacob Spore’s, in Linn county. 

Also,a route from Nesqually on Puget’s Sound, through the 
Cowlitz Settlement, to the mouth of the Cowlitz river. 

Also, a route from Vancouver to Portland, and a route 
from Oregon City by way of Harrrison Wright's, on Molal- 
| la, Daniel Waldo’s, in Champoeg county, to Jacob Conser’s, 
i in Linn county. 

i Also, that the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads 
be further instructed to ingnire into the expediency of in- 
creasing the mail service from Panama to California and 


|! Oregon, by transporting the mails between those points 


twice a month each way. 
; Also, that said committee be further instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of reducing the postage on all mailable 
matter from the States to Oregon and California to the same 
rates now established by law within the bouuds of the States 
and organized Territories east of the Rocky Mountains, and 
of having hut une uniform rate of postage, applicable alike to 
all the States and Territories of the United States. : 
Also, that said committe® be further instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of establishing a mail route from some 
convenient point on the Missouri river, by the city of the 
! Salt Lake, to Oregon City, in Oregon Territory, with a 
| branch route from the Sait Lake to Sacramento City in Cal- 
ifornia, and into the best means of procuring the mail to be 
earried on said routes. 


And the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, asked the unani- 
mous consent of the House to offer a resolution, 
which (he said) he wished might be read for in- 
formation. 

Mr. INGE objected, and called for the regular 
order of business. 


laid on the table and printed, and that the resolu- 
tions be made the special order of the day for |; 
Monday next. That, | hope, will be agreeable to | 
the Senator from Georgia. | 
Mr. BERRIEN assented. 
The motion was agreed to. 


MR. CLAY’S COMPROMISE RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. MANGUM moved that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of the special order; which 
motion was agreed to. 

The Senate accordingly, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to the consideration of the res- 
| olutions submitted by Mr. Cray, on the 29th ulti- 
mo, proposing an amicable arrangement of all | 
questions in controversy between the Free and the 
Slave States, growing out of the subject of slavery. 

Mr. CLAY addressed the Senate at great length | 
in support and defence of his resolutions. 
he had concluded he gave way for a motion to ad- 
journ. [His Speech will be found in the Appendix.] 

On motion by Mr. FOOTE, 

The Senate adjourned. 


i 
i 
; 
i 
i 


Before |! 


So the resolution was neither introduced nor 
read. ` 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, asked the House 


! to allow that the Journal be so corrected as to 


i| strike out the votes given by him on Monday ast. 


He stated that some time since he had agreed 
| to pair off with Mr. CroweLL, of Ohio, and that 


| 

| 

| ? 

| Mr. C. was to call upon and inform him of the 


recise time at which he would leave. This Mr. 
©. had not done; and although he believed Mr. 
! C. had left, yet the fact not having been impressed 
| upon his mind, he had utterly forgotten at the 
| time his agreement with Mr. Crowzts, and had 
| voted. His vote was consequently wrong; and as 
it bad in no instance affected the result, he could 
ask with greater confidence that it be stricken out 
in justice to himself. ee 
Mr. PRESTON KING suggested, that if the 
entleman was allowed to withdraw his name, a 
fact upon the Journal would thus be changed. 
Mr. JOHNSON. Well, sir, the explanation I 
have made to-day will answer my purpose. 
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CALLS. ON THE STATES. 
The SPEAKER said that the first business in 
order would be the call of the committees for re- 


Orts. 

p Mr. KAUFMAN now submitted the motion he 
had suggested, that by unanimous. consent the 
States and Territories which had not been. called 
in their: order, should. be called for the space of- 
half. an hour for. such resolutions and bills as 
would: not give rise to debate. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, inquired of the 
Speaker whether this motion would interfere with 
the morning: hour? 

The SPEAKER said, in the opinion of the 
Chair. the morning hour had now. commenced, 
reports. from committees having been called for. 
And the half hour would be deducted from the 
morning hour, if the House should consent to the 
motion of thegentleman from Texas, [Mr. Kaur- 
MAN. : 

a STEPHENS said he did not object. 

And thereupon the House, by unanimous con- 
sent, agreed that the States and Territories not 
heretofore called, should be called (for the space 
of half an hour) for such resolutions and bills (of 
which previous notice had been given) as did not 

ive rise to debate. 

Mr. PHELPS, on leave, introduced the following 
bills, of which previous notice had been given; 
which were read twice, and referred, viz: 

A bill to amend an act entitled ‘“ An act to pro- 
vide for the payment of horses and other property 
lost or destroyed in the military service of the 
United States.” Referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

A bill authorizing the courts of the United States 
to adopt the practice. of the State, courts in civil 
cases. Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill granting to the State of Missouri the right 
of way and a donation of public lands, for the con- 
struction of a railroad from Independence to Fort 
Smith, in said State. Referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

A bill granting to the State of Missouri the right 
of way and a donation of public lands, for the con- 
struction of a railroad from Lexington, in the State 
of Missouri, to Ohio City, in the mouth of the Ohio 
river, in the said State. Referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

On motion by Mr. PHELPS, à 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing the following post routes in the State of Missouri: 
From Lexington to Georgetown 3 from Naveho, via Grand 
Falls, to Crawford Seminary; and from Grand Falls, via 
Perseverance to Enterprise. 


Mr. BOWLIN introduced, by leave, upon pre- 
vious notice, the following bills: 

A bill to relinquish to the city of St. Louis 
s Quarantine Island,” and all vacant unappropri- 
ated lands within her corporate limits. 

Also,a bill granting to the States of Missouri and 
Arkansas, certain swamp lands, for the purpose of 
reclaiming them, and increasing the value of the 
public lands in the vicinity thereof; which were 
severally read a first and second time,and referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. B. also asked leave to introduce a bill for 
the establishment of an additional term of the Dis- 
trict Court of the United States at St. Louis, and 
for the increase of the compensation of the judge. 

Objection was made, and the bill was not intro- 
duced. 

Mr. BAY presented the memorial of thè Legis- 
lature of Missouri respecting the school lands with- 
in the limits of said State, 

Also, the memorial. of the Legislature of the 
said State, asking for a donation of land to the sol- 
diers in the military service of the United States in 
the war of 1812. 

Also, the memorial of the Legislature of Mis- 
souri, asking for a grant of the right of way through 
the publiclands, and a donation of the alternate sec- 
tions, to. the Mississippi and Missouri Railroad 
Company, to aid in the construction of said road, 

Also, the memorial of the Legislature of Mis- 
souri, asking a donation of land for every person, 
head of afamily, or who may hereafter become 
such; which were severally referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr, BAY also introduced, on leave, the following 


bills, which were read twice and referred to the | 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims, viz: | 

A. bill for. the relief of Nicholas Lachance and 
others; and 


A bill for the payment of the debts due the heirs 
of Antoine Peltier. 


On motion by Mr. BAY, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of rescinding, or 
modifying, a resolution adopted by the House, of Represent- 
atives on the 4th of May, 1848, requiring the Clerk to pro- 
cure a map of the public lands in each State, showing the 
state of: the survey, and also, what bas been sold. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of: Arkansas, introduced the | 
following resolution; which was read and agreed -| 


to, viz: 
Resolved, That.thé Secretary of the War Department be 


requested to furnish to the House of Representatives the re- || 
port and map of Lieut. Simpson, of the Corps of ‘opographi- 
cal Engineers, of the route from Fort Smitb, Arkansas, | 


to Sania Fé, in conformity with the survey made in 1849; 
together with such other authentic information, in connec- 
tion with the same subject, as. may be in the possession of 
that Department. 

On motion by Mr. GREEN, leave was granted 
to take from the files of the House the petition 
and papers of Frederick Dent; and they were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, presented the 
following resolutions and memorials of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of Arkansas, viz: 

1. Memorial to extend a mail route from Na- 
poleon, via Rockroe, to Batesville, in steamboats; 
also a stage line from St. Louis, Missouri, via 
Batesville, Arkansas, to Little Rock. 

2. Also, a memorial for the establishment of a 
mail route from Charlestown, Franklin Sounty, 
via the Narrows of Big Creek, to Sugar Loaf, in 
Crawford county. ; 

3. Also, a memorial for the establishment of a 
mail route from Brownville, in Scott county, to 
Ozark, in Franklin county, in said State. 

4. Also, a memorial asking a change of the mail 
service and transportation between Little Rock 
and Batesville, in Independence county, from a 
tri-weekly horse to a tri-weekly stage line, with 
four-horse post-coaches. 

5. Also, resolutions: requesting for the southern 
mail route leading from Little Rock to Washing- 
ton, Hempstead county, a four-horse tri-weekly 
post-coach, 

6. Also, a resolution asking for a weekly mail 
route, on horseback, from Antoine, in Clark coun- 
ty, Arkansas, to Clarkville, in Texas, by way of 
Murfreesborough, in Pike county, Arkansas. 

7. Also, a resolution asking for the establish- 
ment of a mail route from Clarksville, Johnson 
county, to St. Paul’s, in Madison county. 

8. Also, a memorial asking for an extension of 
the mail route from Arkadelphia to the residence 
of Alexander B. Clingman; which memorials and 
resolutions were severally referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. BUEL, on leave granted in pursuance of 
previous notice, introduced a bill granting lands 
to the refugees who took part in support of the 
late struggle of Hungary to achieve her liberty 
and independence; which was read twice and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. HUBBARD expressed the desire to move 
instructions to the committee in connection with 
the bill, but it was not then in order. 

Mr. BUEL also presented the following resolu- 
tion, which, under the rule, lies over: 

Resolved, That the President be requested (if not incon- 
sistent with the public interest) to communicate to this 
House the instructions given to the “agent in Europe,” 
who, according to his late annual message, was invested by 
him “with power to declare our willingness promptly to 
recognize the independence ” of Hungary, “in the event of 
her ability to sustain its” together with copies of any and 
all correspondence in possession of this Government con- 
cerning the recognition of Hungarian independence, had 
either with said agent or any person acting in behalfof Hun- 
gary. 

On motion by Mr. BUEL, the joint resolution of 
the State of Michigan, heretofore laid on the table 
and printed, relative to the transportation of the 


United States mail through Canada, was taken i 


from the table.and referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the joint resolution of the State of Michi- 
gan, heretofore laid on the table and printed, rela- 
tive to a donation of lands by the United States 
for the erection of State asylums for the insane, 
deaf, dumb, and blind, was taken from the table 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


On motion by Mr. HOWARD, it was 


Resolved, The the Committee on Indian Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill to 


carry into effect the provisions. of the tresty of Guadainpe 
Hidalgo, to restrain the ineursons into Mexico of the Indian 
tribes located within the limits of the United States; and 
further to provide suitable measures. to prevent Indian,hos-. 
tilities on the westeru frontiers of Texas. 

Mr. KAUFMAN introduced, on leave, a bill to 
establish an additional District Court of the United: 
States in the eastern portion of Texas; which was. 
twice read and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. KAUFMAN introduced the following res. 
olutions: 

Resolved, That after the admission of a State into the 
Union, Congress has no right to. fegislate upon, or curtail: 
the boundaries of. said State, without her consent. 

Resolved, That the original jurisdiction of the Supreme 
Court is conferred by the Constitution, and cannot be en- 
larged or diminished by Congress, and that the Constitution 
confers no jurisdiction on the Supreme Count to settle eon- 
troversies between the States and Territories. 

Resolved, That under the joint resolutions of annexation, 
the only power over the boundaries of Texas given to the 
United States was, “ to adjust al} questions of boundary with 
other Governments,”’ and that when thus acting in this trust 
capacity, any right of territory acquired within the bounda- 
ries of "Texas by her law, defined. by the treaty of Guada- 
lupe Hidalgo, inures to thé benefit of the State of ‘Texas. 


Mr. PRESTON KING gave notice of his iv- 
tention to discuss these resolutions, consequently 
they lie over one day under the rule. 


On motion by Mr. DOTY, it wae 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed toinquire into the expediency of 
establishing the following post routes, to wit: 

From Green Bay to Bridgeport, Menasha, Manekuna, 
Omro, Waukan, Berlin, Bluffton, Hamilton, Marywette, 
Kingston, and Rock Hill, to Fort Winnebago, 

From Manitoowae to Menasha, in the State of Wiscon- 
SAE from Green Bay to Munomonee river, Badanac, and 
Cliff Mines, to Fort Wilkins, and from Badanoc to Sault 
St. Marie. : 

Mr. LEFFLER, on leave, introduced a bill to 
grant to the State of lowa the right of way and 
a portion of the public lands to aid in the con- 
struction of a railroad from Dubuque, via Iowa 
city, to Keokuck, in said State; which was read 
twice and referred to the Committee on Publie 
Lands. f 

“Also, a bill granting the right of way and a por- 
tion of the public lands of the United States to 
aid in the construction of a railroad from Daven- 
port, in the State of Mississippi, via lowa City, 
Washington, and Rackoon Forks, of the Des 
Moines, to Council Bluffs, in the State of Missouri; 
which were severally read and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, a bill to provide for the removal of ob- 
structions to the navigation of the Des Moines 
and Rock River Rapids; which was read twice and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr, THOMPSON, of Iowa, submitted a reso- 
lution, which was read as follows: 


Resolved, That the true greatness of a nation depends 
mainly upon its productive resources, at the base of which 
is the occupation and cultivation of the soil; that as our 
country is peculiarly adapted to agricultural pursuits, her 
prosperity and the welfare of her peuple demand every fa- 
cility and inducement to the subjugation and culture of her 
vast public domain; that reason iu dicates and expericnce 
proves that commercial facilities are among the most pow- 
erful of these induecmentss and that the public domain 
must remain uncultivated until they shall be provided; that 
donations of the alternate sections of the public lands for 
the improvement of navigable rivers and the construction of 
railroads along the line of such improvements and proposed 
railroads, offer a convenient and profitable means of produ- 
cing these facilities, as itinduces sales of the reserved alter- 
nate sections, which would otherwise remain unsold; and 
that therefore the Committee on Public Lands be and are 
hereby instructed to report a- bill at an early day forthe do- 
nation of an ample quantity of the unsold lands of the Uni- 
ted States, to be selected along the line ofall such contem- 
plated increase of facilities as the public good may require, 
in alternate sections, to be expended under the supervision 
of the State in which such douation may be made. 


Mr. JONES said he desired to debate the resa- 
lution; consequently it lies over one day under the 
rule. 

Mr. BINGHAM asked and obtained leave to 
introduce a bill to aid in the construction of the 
Clinton and Kalamazoo Canal, in the State of 
Michigan. 

Also, a bill granting the right of way and ma- 
king a donation of land forthe construction of a ship 
canal around the Falls of St. Marie, in the State 
of Michigan; which several bills were referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 


Mr. WILLIAMS submitted a resolution, which 
was read for information, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the District. of Colum- 
bia be instructed to inquire into the propriety and expedi- 
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ency of retruceding the county of Washington in the Dis- 
triet.of Columbia to the State of Maryland, with leave to 
report by bill or otherwise. 


f Objection being made, the resolution was. not, 
introduced. 


Mr. THURSTON introduced the following reso- 
tutions, which were read, viz: : 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instruct- 
ed to inquire whether, ander the third article of the treaty 
of boundary aml limits concluded. Juae.15th, 1846, between 
the Government of the United States and that of Great 
Britain, the Hudson’s Bay Company, and British subjects, 
mentioned in said article, are entitled to a fee simple in the 
fand then occupied: by. them respectively in the Territory of 
Oregon. ý 

2d. What.is meant by “the possessory right of the Hud- 
son's Bay Company and of all British subjects,” mentioned 
in said article. 

3d. Whether the United States has not the right to dispose 
of all lands then occupied by the Hudson’s Bay Company, 
‘or British subjects, by waking the several. occupants a prop- 
ef remuneratscon for what improvements they had then made 
on said lands, and how is the amount of this remuneration 
to be ascertained. 

4th. Whether the Hudson’s Bay Company, or British sub- 
jects, had, at the time of said treaty, © lawfully acquired the 
oceupation of land? in Oregon Territory. 

atb. Whether the Hudson’s Bay Company have the right, 
under that treaty, to eut and manufacture timber growing 
on the public Jands in that territory, aud particularly on 
tands not enclosed or cuftivated by them at the time of said 
treaty. 

Gin, Whether, under article 4ih of said treaty, the Puget’s 
Sound Agricultural, Company, mentioned in said article, are 
entitled to any more tand than they had under enclosure, or 
in a state of actual cultivation, at the conclusion of said 
treaty. 

7th. Also that said committee be further instructed to 
inquire whether, under article 2d of said treaty, the Hud- 
sons Bay Company, or British subjects trading with the 
same, have the right to introduce, through the portof Astoria, 
foreign goods for consumption in Oregon Territory, free of 
duty, and whether all foreign goods, introduced by said com- 
pany or British subjects trading with the same, through the 
port aforesaid, are not subject to precisely the same rates 
of duties as they would be if introduced by American citi- 
wens. 


Mr. THURSTON moved that the resolutions 
be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, moved 
that the resolutions be referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. THURSTON objected to such reference, 
on the ground that the resolutions involved legal 
questions in which the rights of parties were in- 
voived, and hoped the resolutions would be re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The question was put, and they were referved 
to the Judiciary Committee. 


Mr. THURSTON, on leave, introduced “A 
bill granting certain lands to the Territory of Ore- 
gon, to aid in the improvement of the navigation 


of the Willamette and other rivers in said Terri- } 


tory? which was: read twice, and, on motion of 
Mr. Tuurston, referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 


Mr. THURSTON introduced the folowing re- 
solution, which was read and adopted. 


Resolved, That the Committee on ‘Territories be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of allowing to all T'errito- 
ries regularly organized by act of Congress, one copy each 
of the narrative and scientific works of the Exploring Expe-~ 
dition, deposited and to be deposited in the Library of Con- 
gress, to helong to the territorial libraries thereof, and: to 
stand in the place of the one such territories are entitled to 
receive upon becoming a State. 


Mr. THURSTON asked and obtained leave to 
introduce a bill, of which previous notice had been 
given, ‘for the relief of Oregon Perritory;” which 
was read twice by its title and referred to the Com- 


mittee on Territories. 
On motion by Mr. THURSTON, 


Resolved, That the Committee.on Territories beinstructed 
to inquire into the expediency of waking an additional ap- 
propriation for the erection of suftable public buildings at 
the seat of government of Oregon ‘Territory. 


On motion by Mr. THURSTON, 


Resolved, That the Committee. on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill 
for the establishment of a land office in Oregon Territory, 
and providing for the survey ofa portion of the public lands 
in said Territory, and containing sueh other provistons and 
restrictions as said commiltee may deem necessary for the 
proper management and protection of said public lands. 


On motion by Mr. SIBLEY, 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed. to inguire into the expediency of 
establishing a post route from Pont Douglass, via Coliege 
Grove, Red Rock, St. Paul’s, and Falls of St. Anthony, to 
Fort Gaines, and also to Long Prairie. and Pembina; and 
from Pont, Douglass, via Stillwater, Marine Mills, Fails of 
St. Croix, and Pockegowa, to Fond du, Lac—all within the. 
Territory of Minnesota—and report thereon by bill or other- 


wise. 


On motion. by Mr. SIBLEY, 

Resotved, That the Committee on Territories be instructed: 
to-ingquice into the expediency.of so amending the acts for 
the organization of Minnesota and Oregon Territories as to 
make the office of judges therein created elective by the 
people of said Territories, and that said committeé report 
thereon by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. SIBLEY introduced, on leave, the following 
bills; which were read twice and referred, viz : 

A bill to provide for the punishment of crimes 
and offences committed in the Indian countr 
within the limits of Minnesota and Oregon Terri- 
tories. Referred to the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs; and ` 

Ac bill for the benefit of Minnesota Territory. 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


The SPEAKER announced the expiration. of 
the half hour to which the reception of resolutions 
and bills from the States and Territories, not here- 
tofore called in their order, had been limited. 


CENTRAL AMERICA. 

Mr. BOYD sent to the Speaker’s table the fol- 
lowing resolutions, which he asked might be read 
for information: 

l. Resolved, That itis now deemed to be expedient and 
proper to assert aud declare, that it is, and should be, the 
settied policy of the Government and peopte of this Confed- 
eracy, as well as of the Governments and people of the 
other States of Central and North America, that no part of 
this continent north of the Fsthmus of Darien may, under 
any pretext whatever, be seized, taken, Or. possessed, by 
any of the Powers of Europe, to be subjected to their do-* 
minion, or to plant dependent colonies therein; and further, 
to assert and declare that such American policy is approved 
and will be firmly maintained at all hazards by the people 
and Government of the United States: Provided, however, 
That itis not designed to dispute or contest the right of 
Great: Britain or Russia to their colonial possessions in 
North America, situated on the north of the northern bound- 
ary of the United States. 

Əd. Resolved, That it is the opinion of the House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States, that the Indian tribes oc- 
eupying any portion of the countries or coasts within any of 
the States or Territories of Central or North America, are 
rightfully, and should only be, under the protection of the 


| Government within whose acknowledged limits such Indian 


tribes may be; and thatGreat Britain, or other foreign States, 
have no right to make treaties of alliance with them as in- 
dependent nations, without the assent of the Governments 
of North America, within the territorial limits of which trey 
are included, much less the right, under pretext of such 
treaties, to occupy and take possession of any portion of the 
territories belonging to the civilized nations and States on 
this continents and that such interference with the savage 
tribes inhabiting the ‘Territories of the United States, the 
States of Mexico, or of Central America, by Great Britain 
or any other foreign kingdom, is contrary to all former 
usage of the civilized nations of the world, insulting to the 
independent States in which the savages may be situated, 
and will never be tolerated or. endured by the people and 
Governments of North America. 
3d. Resolved, That the five States. of Central America, to 
wit: Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Honduras, San Salvador, and 
Guatemala, are the political sovereigns of all the country 
extending from ocean to ocean, and from the New Granadian 
province of Veragua to the southern States of Mexico, and 
thatthe Mosquito savages, and other tribes of Indians re- 
siding therein, are under the exclusive protection of those 
States, and sustain jn substance the same relation, to their 
Government, i 
limits. of the United States or the British 
North Atperica, sustain to the Government of this Confed- 
eracy and to that of Great Britain respectively; and-that 
Great Britain has no more right to treat with the Mosquito 
Indians, and, as their ally, forcibly to seize upon and occupy 
any portion of the territories of the States of Central Amer- 
ica, or either of them, than she has under the pretext of such 
treaties of alliance with the Indian tribes in our borders, to 
take and-hold possession, with her armed forces, countries 
embraced within the limits of some of tlie States or Lerrito 
ties of the Unlted States. 
Ath. Hesolved, That the State of Nicaragua is'the territo- 
rial sovereign of the whole country, embracing the Lake of 


Nicaragua and Manaqua, the river connecting them, the | 


Rio San Juan de Nicaragua, with its outlets in the sea, and 


the coast on both seas, extending to the territories of Hon- 
duras on the north and. of Costa Rica on the south. 

Sth. Resolved, That itis expedient, (if it be not already 
done,) without delay to secure by treaty with the State of 
Nicaragua, the following important ohjcets, to wit: 
The right of way for the Government and citizens of the 


United States through that State. 24. Theright to the Gov- | 


works designed with-such naval and military force as may 
be deemed necessary, and that if any treaty providing for 
and securing the rights and objects above named has been 
concluded, through the instrumentatity of our late Chargé 
wWAfiairs to Central America, itis the opinion of this body 
that snch treaty should be, without delay, laid before the 
Senate for its approval and ratification. 

6th. Resolved, further, That if such treaty as that indica- 
ted in the 5th resolution preceding, has. been concluded and 
signed by the diplomatic agents of the United States and 
Nicaragua, the rights, privileges, and advantages therein se- 
cured to the Governmént and citizens of: the contracting 


which the Indian, tribes, situated within the | 
ossessions in | 


Ist. |} 


|, parties thereto, should not. be surrendered upon the author- 
ized demands of Great. Britain. or any. other foreign Power. 
Tth. Resolved, further, That itis inexpedient-and unwise 
for this Government either tô solicit or to permit the inter 
ference of Great. Britain. or any other European Powér, in 
the adjustment hy treaty, of the important affairs designuted 
in the 5th résolution. i 
The Clerk proceeded to read the resolutions. 
Mr. TOOMBS and other members objected to 
the reception of the resolution. : 
The reading of the resolution had not been 
completed, when— : 
Mr. PRESTON KING rose and objected, 
The resolutions, therefore, were neither read 
through nor received. . : 
A brief conversation followed on a point of order 
between Mr. WINTHROP and the SPEAKER. 
Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, asked the unani- 
mous consent of the House to offer a resolution, 
which he desired might be read for information. 
Mr. MARSHALL inquired whether the reso- 
lution of the gentleman. from Kentucky [Mr. 
Boyp] had been read through? 
The SPEAKER said it had not. 
Mr. MARSHALL said he ‘should then object 
to the reading of this resolation. 
So the resolution was neither received nor read. 


Mr. WINTHROP said he believed the morning 
hour had now expired. 

The SPEAKER said, not yet. Dii i 

Mr. WINTHROP. How soon will it expire? 

The SPEAKER. In twelve minutes. 

Mr. WINTHROP made. an inquiry. of the 
Speaker as to the condition of the first. resolution 
from the Senate in relation to the original manu- 
script of the Farewell Address of George Wash- 
ington. The writing was to be sold (he said) on 
the twelfth of February. If the motion was now 
in order, he would move that the House proceed 
one consideration of business on the Speaker’s 
table. 

The SPEAKER said the motion would be in 
order in twelve minutes. 


Mr. OWEN asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to introduce a bill for the relief of the 
Mineral Railroad and Banking Company of the: 
State of Georgia. ; 

Objection was made, and it was not introduced, 


Mr. MOORE asked leave to introduce a bill to 
| discourage speculation in the public lands, and to. 
secure homes thereon to actual settlers. 
Objection was made, and the bill was not intro- 
duced. $ RE 
Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, insisted on the 


| regular order of business. ; 


On motion by Mr. HARALSON, leave. was 
granted to withdraw from the files of the. House: 
I| the petition of John P. Warnock. 


Mr. EVANS, of Maryland asked the unani- 
mous consent of the House to offer a resolution. 

Objection was made. : 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness is called for. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the 
‘| committees for reports. 
||. Mr. MeWILLIE, from the Committee on 
|| Printing, to which was referred the motion to print. 
|| 10,000 copies extra of the President’s special mes- 
|| sage on the subject of California, reported a reso~ 


i 
| 


i 


i| lation in favor of the printing; (which, he said, 
would cost ¢4,100;) which was agreed to. 
| Mr. McWILLIE said, in connection with this 
|| subject of printing, he would ask the House to 
į take up and consider the resolution from the Sen- 
| ate in favor of binding certain of the public doc- 
| uments. EE 
The SPEAKER said it would not be in order 
to take up the resolution until the House proceeded 
| to the consideration of the business on the Speak- 
| er’s table. : 
On motion by Mr: THOMAS, the Committee 
| of Claims was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the petition of George 8. Claflin, of 
‘| Mendon, New. York; and it was referred to the 
| Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
Mr. THOMAS, also from the same committee, 


t 
|| made adverse reports In the following cases; which 
| were ordered to lie on the table and be printed, 
| viz?’ ` 

|l -The petition of Zenas King, of Canton, New 
|! York, for compensation for aiding the marshal to 
| enforce the neutrality laws on the Canadian line; 
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The petition of Thomas Jarrett, for compensa- 
tion for the vessel purchased by him for the trans- 
portation of provisions for the use of the navy; 

The petition of Samuel S. Rind; and- 

The petition of George Hartwick, for damages 
done his vessel. ` 

Mr. THOMAS, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of John Dickson, the 
surviving partner of Lambert and Dickinson; 
which was read twice, referred to the Commitee 
of the Whole House, and made the order of the 
day for to-morrow. 

Mr. NELSON, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of Solomon T. Nicoll 
and James Clinch, of the city. of New York; 
which was read twice and referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole House. ; 

Mr. DANIEL, from the Committee of Claims, | 
reported a bill for the relief of John Glenn, the | 
administrator of Robert Barry, deceased, and 
Washington Hall; which was read twice and re- 

‘ferred.to the Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. D., also, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report on the petition of William D. 
Shaw, for compensation for beef furnished the 
United States troops; which was ordered to lie on 
the table and be printed. 

On motion of Mr. D., the Committee of Claims 
was discharged from the further consideration of 
the petition of Elizabeth Ring, of Baltimore, the 
widow of Captain Thomas Ring, for indemnity for 
French spoliations prior to 1800; and it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Also, on motion of Mr. D., the same committee 
was discharged from the further consideration of 

the petitions of the heirs of William Hudson and 
Daniel Hover. 


Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, from the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, reported a bill to limit the 
liability of ship-owners, and for other purposes; 
which was read twice and referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


Mr. McLANE, from the same committee, re- 

ported the following resolution, which was read: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be anthor- 

ized to employ a clerk, from and after the Ist of February, 

1850, at the usual compensation, to the 30th April, 1850. 

Mr. HOUSTON inquired whether it was usual 
or not to allow that committee a clerk ? í 

Mr. McLANE said, whether it was usual or 
not, the committee had asked for a clerk for three 
months only. They would not have done so un- 
less it was necessary. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, said the Committee of | 
Public Lands have charge of the whole nation; 
and if the Committee on Commerce was to have a 
clerk, he would move to amend the resolution 
to give the Committee on Public Lands a clerk. 

Mr. SCHENCK said, if the Committee of Com- ! 
merce could not get along they had better turn 
their affairs over to the Custom House. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, said that the 
morning hour had nowexpired. |In order that the 
Fouse might dispose of the joint resolution for the | 
purchase of the original manuscript of Washing- | 
ton’s Farewell Address, he would move that the 
House proceed to the consideration of business on | 
the Speaker’s table and to the orders of the day. 

Mr. PRESTON KING inquired what was the 
regular order of business? f 

The SPEAKER said, it was the business on |! 
the Speaker’s table. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Srepuens, and, having been decided in the | 
affirmative, the House proceeded to the consider- 
ation of business on the Speaker’s table. | 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- | 
munication from the President of the United States, 
transmitting the annual report of the Inspectors of 
the Penitentiary of the District of Columbia, made | 
in compliance with the act of 3d March, 1829; | 
which was read, and, on the motion of Mr. Harar- | 
son, referred to the Committee on the District of | 
Columbia. | 

IE Also, a communication from the War De-i 
partment, transmitting, in compliance with the act || 
approved March 3, 1803, to more effectually pro- į 
vide for the national defence by establishing a uni- 
form militia throughout the United States, the re- /| 
port of the eee General, of the returns of the ji 
militia in all the States and Territories, of their 


army accoutrements and ammunition. Referred to 
the Committee on the: Militia. 

HI. Also, a communication from the War De- 
partment, transmitting, in compliance with the acts 
1818, 1842, and 1846, a list of the names of clerks 
and other persons employed in all the branches of 
this department, other than. officers of the army, 
for the year 1849; which was ordered to lie on 
the table and be printed. 

IV. Also, a communication from the Navy De- 
partment, transmitting, in answer to the resolution 
of the House of the 24th of January on the sub- 
ject of the purchase of hemp for the Navy, the re- 
port from the Bureau of Equipment and Construc- 
tion of the information called for, together with a 
statement of the purchases and tests of American 
and foreign hemp from 1841 to 1850. 

On motion of Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, 


'l referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs and or- 


dered to be printed. 

V. Also, a communication from the War De- 
partment, transmitting a report, made in pursuance 
of the act of April 2d, 1794, of the expenses of the 
national armories, and the number of arms, &c., 
made for the fiscal year ending the 30th June, 
1849. Ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

VI. Also, a communication from the War De- 
partment, transmitting, in compliance with the re- 
quirements of the acts of 21st April, 1808, and 
March 3d, 1809, a statement of the contracts made 
under that department for the year 1849. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Expenditures in the 
War Department. . 

WASHINGTON’S FAREWELL ADDRESS. 

The joint resolution from the Senate, author- 
izing the purchase of the manuscript Farewell Ad- 
| dress of General Washington, came up in its regu- 
lar order, 

The pending question was on the amendment 
heretofore offered by Mr. Carrer, limiting the 
amount to be paid for the manuscript to one thou- 
sand dollars. 

On which amendment the yeas and nays had 
been ordered. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, asked Mr. Car- 
ter to withdraw his amendment. 

Mr. CARTER said that if the gentleman from 
Georgia [Mr. Srernens] could assign any good 
reason why the amendment should be withdrawn, 
he (Mr. C.) would withdraw it. 

The yeas and nays were then taken, and result- 
ed—yeas 66, nays 93; as follows: 


Bingham, Bissell, Booth, Bowlin, Boyd, Burt, Joseph Cable, 
Carter, Cleveland, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Daniel, Dim- 
mick, Disney, Edmundson, Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, Gil- 
more, Green, Hammond, [sham G. Harris, Sampson W. 
Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hubbard, Hunter, Andrew Jobn- 
son, Jones, Kaufman, Preston King, Litdefield, Job Mann, 
Mason, McQueen, MeWilie, Miller, Millson, Morris, Olds, 
Orr, Parker, Potter, Robbins, Savage, Sawtelle, Fredcrick 
P. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob 
Thompson, James Thompson, William Thompson, Toombs, 
Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Whittlesey, Wildrick, 
Wood, and Young—66. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Andrews, Baker, 
Bayly, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Buel, Burrows, 
Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, Joseph P. Caldwell, 
Campbell, Casey,’ Chandler, Coleock, Conrad, Corwin, 
Dixon, Doty, Duncan, Nathan Evans, Ewing, Fowler, 
Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Halloway, Hampton, Haralson, 
Hay, Haymond, Henry, Hibbard, Hilliard, Holliday, Holmes, 


į Houston, Howard, Howe, Inge, Jackson, Julian, Kerr, 
| Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. King, John A. 


King, Horace Mann, Marshall, Matteson, McKissock, Rob- 
ert M. McLane, Meacham, Meade, Movre, Morse, Morton, 
Nelson, Ogle, Otis, Peaslee, Peck, Phenix, Pitman, Putnam, 
Reed, Rockwell, Root, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Scher- 
merhorn, Schoolcraft, Seddon, Shepperd, Spalding, Sprague, 
Stanly, Richard H. Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, Tay- 
lor, John B. Thompson, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Wat- 
kins, White, Williams, Wilson, and Winthrop—93. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. SWEETSER moved that there be a call 
of the House. 

The SPEAKER decided the motion to be ouf” 
of order, the previous question having been or- 
dered. 

The question then was on ordering the bill to 
be engrossed for a third reading. 

The resolution was read a third time by its title, 
ang the question then being on the passage there- 
of— 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, understood, he | 
said, (addressing the Chair,) that the previous 
question had now been exhausted, and that, on | 
the question of its passage, the bill was open to 
debate. 

The SPEAKER assented. 


YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Allen, Ashe, Bay, Beale, | 


Mr. JOHNSON said he understood, from the 
vote just taken, that this House intended to author- 
ize the committee to pay any price they might 
think proper for this manuscript. It seemed that 
the House were not satisfied to limit the amount 
to be paid at $1,000. It was conclusive, then, to - 
his mind, if not to the minds of others, that the 
committee were expected to pay more than this 
sum. Now, he asked in the name of his constit- 
uents and in the name of the American people, 
what was this whole manuscript worth? He pre- 
sumed that every gentlefman on this floor had the 
Farewell Address of Washington; most of the 
people of the United States had it; not in its origin- 
al form, it was true, with all its interlineations, 
erasures, and blurs, but the Farewell Address of 
Washington in its spirit, as correctly printed. On 
what principle was this manuscript now offered to 
the Congress of the United States? A mercenary 
principle, a principle of speculation, in violation of 
the intentions of its author. Who believed that 
George Washington, the Father of his Country, 
would ever have consented that this man—Mr. 
Claypoole—should retain the manuscript of -his 
Farewell Address to hawk and peddle it about to 
| the highest bidder? He (Mr. J.).did not under- 

stand this manuscript to be the property of this 
individual; but his executors, whoever they might 
| be, were acting in bad faith both to the gentleman 
and to General Washington himself. He under- 
stood—and the fact was so stated in the papers— 
that after this Farewell Address was set up, this 
Mr. Claypoole had asked Generat Washington, 
and been allowed by General Washington to re- 
tain the manuscript—that was, to keep it in his 
possession; and having thus been permitted to re- 
j tain it, and having no vested right in the manu~ 
script, his executors now came forward and pro- 
; posed to sell it to the country. 

Was there not the same reason to purchase the 
pen, if it could be found, with which this manu- 
| script was prepared? or to purchase the old print- 
ing press and the type upon which the Address was 
| printed ? 

Mr. VAN DYKE (interposing) rose, he said, 
toa question of order. He believed one of the rules 
| of the House declared that no gentleman should 
| speak twice upon the’same subject. The gentle- 
man from ‘Tennessee had spoken upon this subject 
ghen it had been under consideration the other 

ay. 

The SPEAKER. The rule has not been in- 
fringed by the gentleman from Tennessee. The 
| resolution is now at a different stage from that 
in which it was when the gentleman from Tennes- 
| see addressed the House the other day. 

i Mr. JOHNSON, The resolution is now on its 
| third reading. 

| Mr. STANTON (Mr. Jounson yielding the 
floor) asked his colleague to allow him to ask one 
question. He (Mr. S.) had understood this morn- 
| ing—he did not know how correct the information 
was—that there was already one copy of this 
Farewell Address, in the handwriting of General 
Washington, in the possesion of the Government. 
He would like to know whether his colleague or 
any other gentleman could inform him whether 
this was the fact? 

Mr. JOHNSON (resuming) replied that he did 
not know. He presumed it was true. If Con- 
i gress paid a large price for this MS., there would 
soon be a dozen copies of the MS. which Con- 
| gress could purchase. He thought this House 
| ought to set their face against it. It was contrary 
| to the intention of Washington; it was doing in- 
| justice to this deceased citizen in whose hands 
| General Washington had permitted this MS. to be 
retained. M 

If he had understood the gentleman from Penn- 
| sylvania [Mr. CuanpLer] aright the other day, 
i the gentleman had said that the executors or ap- 
praisers of the estate of Mr. Claypoole had estima- 
; ted the value of this MS. at $1,000. Now, ifthis MS. 
did not belong to Mr. Claypoole, were not his ex- 
ecutors acting in bad faith in fixing any price upon 
| it and proposing to sell it to the Government of the , 
United States? If it were true, as had been sug- 
gested by his colleague, that the Government wag 
now in possession of one copy of the MS., he 
thought the presumption very strong that this 
was not the original copy. 

_ Mr. STANTON (Mr. Jounson. yielding) re- 
peated that he had heard this morning that there 
was a correct copy of the Farewell Address, in 
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the handwriting of Washington, now in posses- 
sion of the Government, and that the one which 
Congress was asked to purchase was that which 
had been left in the possession of the printer. He, 


however, knew nothing of the correctness of the || 


statement, j 

Mr. JOHNSON (resuming) said he was in 
hope that the House would. reject this resolution, 
not out of any* disrespect to the memory of Gen. 
Washington, for he thought it a reflection upon 
the character of that great man to pass it. It 
would gratify that mercenary spirit which was 
obtaining too much ground in this country. There 
had already been too many impositions of this 


character practicéd upon the Government, under || 


these appeals to the patriotism of Congress. There 
was a great deal more of pretence than of reality 
in this thing called patriotism. A great many 
men—gentlemen, as they were called—-were ready 
to make a display of their patriotism by putting 
their hands into other people’s pockets. Their 
views were then very large and patriotic, but they 
were very different when it came to putting their 
hands into their own pockets. -If the resolution 
passed in its present shape, how easy it would be 
for these executors to have, as he knew was fre- 
quently the case at auctions, sweetners, by-bidders, 
and so run the bids up to $10,000. 

Mr. INGE interposed and (the floor being 
yielded) desired to ask the gentleman [Mr. Joun- 
son] if he could inform the House at what price 
the executors of Mr. Claypoole held the manu- 
script? 

Mr. CHANDLER rose to reply, and (Mr. 


Jounson further giving way) said he was author- || 


ized to say that they held it at no price. But it 
would be sold under the laws of Pennsylvania at 
whatever price it would bring, for it was the prop- 


erty of the heirs of the deceased Mr. Claypoole. | 


There would be neither over-bidding, under-bid- 
ding, nor by-bidding. 

Mr. CARTER inquired of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania if he had not stated in his place, 
when the resolution had before been under con- 
sideration, that the price fixed upon the manu- 


script was one thousand dollars? That the exec- | 


utors would take one thousand dollars? 

Mr. CHANDLER. No; Í said that that was 
merely the appraisement of the persons appointed 
under the law of Pennsylvania. It has now to be 
sold at auction. 

Mr. CARTER wished to inquire if the estate 
was insolvent? 

Mr. CHANDLER was understood to reply that 
he did not know. 2 

Mr. JOHNSON (resuming) said, from all that 
had been said on all sides, he understood that the 
appraisers of the estate had estimated the value of 
this manuscript at one thousand dollars; and it 
was said by the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
that the executors refused to sell it at private sale 
at any price, because, by the law of Pennsylvania, 
they were required to throw it into market to the 
highest bidder. ; 

Mr. CHANDLER said they were not author- 
ized to sell it at private sale. 

Mr. JOHNSON repeated, that notwithstanding 
the assurance of the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia that there would be no under-hidding or over- 
bidding, such would be very likely to be the case; 
and that, in all probability, if this resolution passed 
without limitation as to the price, the bids would 
be run up to any amount which it was thought 
could be extorted from the Government. The 
opinion was becoming very common that he who 
plucked the Government most was the best fellow. 
Although he who stole from an individual was 
sent to the penitentiary, it was entirely harmless, 
to steal from the Government. The Government 
was considered in the light of a goose; and this 
was a complete plucking operation. This manu- 
script was to come into the market and the Gov- 
ernment was to be plucked, he might say swin- 
dled, by by-bidders. He wished to know if the 
laws of Pennsylvania required executors to throw 
into market and sell that which did not belong to 
the estate? Did the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
say that this manuscript belonged to the deceased 
person? ALM 

Mr. CHANDLER, (in his seat.) Ido. 

Mr. JOHNSON asked, on what authority? 


He had seen it stated in the public prints, and it || 


was conceded by all, even the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania himself, that Mr. Claypoole had 


| ton’s hand-writing could be found in many other 


i ask the Government to buy it? ` 


| amount involved in the contemplated purchase, 
| but the principle, which actuated him in his oppo- 


f it could be obtained. d 
| gentleman from Ohio been adopted, it was clear | 


merely been permitted to retain this manuscript. 
He did not own it. Yet the executors came for- 
ward under the law of Pennsylvania and offered it 
for sale. He was no lawyer and did not profess 
to understand the technicalities of law, but as was 
suggested by a gentleman near. him, it was a 
mere privilege of deposit that had been granted by 
General Washington to Mr. Claypoole; and if these 
executors had but a small portion of that patriot- 
ism which was so loudly appealed to, would they 
not, as soon as it had come into their possession, 
have deposited it along with Washington’s camp 
chest, sword, uniform and walking-cane pre- 
sented to General Washington by Franklin, in the 
Patent Office, to be preserved by the Government? 
A different spirit was manifested. They wanted 
money, and they came forward and asked the Gov- || 
ernment to buy that which did not belong to the |} 
estate of the deceased Mr. Claypoole. A man 
would look as well who would hawk and peddle his 
own clothes about the city of Washington, as those 
who in this way would endeavor to extort by 
unfair means a large sum of money from the Gov- 
ernment. 

He had séen a letter, in the possession of a 
gentleman from Pennsylvania on this floor, which 
was written by General Washington to an officer 
of the army—a Mr. Miller. General Washing- 


places; why could not that gentleman, and all 
others in whose possession was any of that hand- 
writing, come forward, and with equal propriety 


He had no disposition to consume the time of 
the House unnecessarily. It was not the mere 


sition to the resolution, We have had already bad 
business enough of this kind before us. It was the 
principle of the thing against which he protested. He | 
would like to ask the question, who it was that had 
obtained a large appropriation heretofore for the 
original papers of General Washington? Had not 
these papers been already purchased by Congress, 
and paid for at a very liberal rate? 
money enough been granted to buy every scrap of 
paper to which he had at any time affixed his 
autograph? He hoped the House would proceed 
no further in this practice, but that it would reject 
this resolution. He did not desire this out of any | 
disrespect to General Washington. The rejection 
of the resolution would be clearly and manifestly | 
the best way to show our respect for his charac- | 
ter. The people throughout the whole country 
have in their hearts the spirit of this Farewell 
Address, which is not limited to this paper. They 
have the spirit of itin their keeping. It is-as fa- 
miliar to them as a school book. Why, then, is 
Congress called on to expend money in the pur- 
chase of this manuscript? He hoped it would not | 
be done. 

He had not any intention to prevent other gen- | 
tlemen from making any remarks on the subject; i 
but he would conclude with moving to lay the 
resolution on the table. 5 

Mr. JOHNSON subsequently withdrew the 
motion to lay on the table. . 

Mr. INGE rose- and said, that he had voted 
against the amendment which had been moved by 
the gentleman from Ohio, although the rejec- 
tion seemed to imply that it was the sense of the 
House that the committee should be empowered |; 
to purchase the manuscript at any price at which 
Had the amendment of the 


that the purchase could not have been made for | 
any sum less than one thousand “dollars, the | 
amount limited in the amendment; because that | 
would have been considered as conveying the 

opinion of the House that this was the value set 

apon it by the Government. This was the reason 

which had influenced him when he gave his vote 

against the amendment, He was opposed to the 

resolution in any form, while he was willing to 

give it that shape which would make it most ac- | 
ceptable to the House. 


attach a high value to everything which was pre- 
sented to us as a relic of the immortal Washing- 
ton. There was no man who could be more eager 
than himself to treasure up the sacred memory of 
that great man. Buthe thought that this was no 
time for the adoption of this resolution. The glori- 


Had not || 


He was as much disposed as any gentleman to || 


ous sentiments embodied by General Washington 


in his Farewell Address, had faded away. These 
sentiments, which were so wisely, sd patriotically 
expressed in that important paper bad passed 
away, and were now lost sight of. ° Does publie 
opinion respond to the sentiments contained in that 
Address? No. There is ño such response. . In- 
stead of responding to the exhortations contained 
in that paper, our country throughout her whole 
extent is at this moment torn by dissensions; 
which threaten, in their progress and their termi» 
nation, to tear down the existing fabric of our 
Government, and to destroy the most precious 
relic which has heretofore been preserved in the 
ark of the Constitution. He could not give his as- 
sent to this resolution, which contemplated a meas- ` 
ure derogatory to the character of General Wash- 
ington. 

He renewed the motion to lay the resolution 


-on the table, but subsequently withdrew it. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, had no desire to 
say much in reply to the gentleman from Tennes- 
see and the gentleman from Alabama. But the 
truth, the solemn, warning truth, of the present 
dissensions in the country uttered by the gentle- 
man from Alabama, and on which he had based 
his opposition to the resolution, was, in fact, the 
strongest argument in favor of its adoption. It 
was true, indeed, and a mournful truth it: was, 
that the spirit of Washington’s Farewell Address 
seems no longer to govern and guide our councils. 
But was it not the more important that gentlemen 
from all sections of the Union should pause and 
consider well the grave and weigh’y lessons taught 
in that paper, which by every American should be 
cherished as the most valuable legacy bequeathed 
us by the greatest benefactor of his country? It 
is true we hear nothing but discord in the land, 
It is not my purpose to speak: of the cause or ori- 
gin of this lamentable state of things. Perhaps 
the gentleman from Alabama and myself might 
not disagree as to them. We conceive that a por- 
tion of the people in one section of the Union, 


| disregarding the solemn injunctions of the parting 


farewell of the Father of his Country, are threat- 
ening aggressions upon our section, which, if per- 
sisted in, may bring upon us all those dire calam- 
ities which are so prophetically set forth in this 
Address, Could we address to that spirit of ag- 
gression a stronger or more suitable argument than 
an appeal to the principles of brotherly kindness 
and mutual forbearance which that Address so 
forcibly and eloquently inculcates? Before we 
despair, let us again invoke that same spirit of 
justice, forbearance, harmony, and amity, which 
breathes throughout that Address, and which has 
never failed in times past to save us in times of the 
greatest danger and peril. : . 

The gentleman from Tennessee had put: the: 
question—‘* What is this old writing worth?” 
He would not give an answer to this question, 
He trusted we had not yet arrived at that point 
when the value of the sentiments of the immortal 
penman of that paper was to be estimated by a 
money standard. He hoped that in no part of the 
Union had we come to this low point. He hoped 
we had not, for the honor of the country. He be- 
lieved if all the people in all parts of the country“ 
could meet together, and listen to the noble sentu- 
ments of that address, the flickering hope of tran- 
quillity, which is now scarcely visible, would be 
speedily strengthened, and would reillumine the 
country from one end of its limits to the other. 

What response could he give to the inquiry— 
“« What is this old writing worth?” Sir, I have 
none to give. Suffice it to say, that this old wri- 
ting is nothing but the original manuscript of Gen- 
eral Washington’s Farewell Address. In- reply 
to what had been suggested by the gentleman from 
Tennessee, that there was another in the posses- 
sion of the Government, he would merely say that 
there might be a corrected copy of the Address in 
the hands of the Government. But he desired to 
have the original, with all its corrections and in- 
terlineations. That was the paper which he de- 
sired to have. . i 

Mr. JOHNSON. What evidence is there that 
this paper is the original manuscript of the Ad- 

> “ 

are STEPHENS replied that he understood 
this point was established beyond a doubt. He 
thought it-was a fact which no gentleman on this 
floor disputed. The Committee on the Library 
would satisfy themselves on this point. They had 


no authority to buy any other than the original 
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manuscript. Ele was willing. to. leave. this to. the 
judgment of the committee. He understood. it to 

e irrafutable that this was the. original of that 
memorable: Address. 

Mr. JONES wished to make a single inquiry of 
the gentleman from Georgia. The resolution is 
now in that stage when it is beyond the reach of 
amendment. Is it intended. that the committee 
shall go on to Philadelphia to bid for this docu- 
ment? If not, is it intended. that the committee. 
shall depute an. agent, and is the business to be 
left at the sole discretion of. such agent? 

Mr. STEPHENS replied, that he did not know 
that any instruction had been given to the com- 
mittee in relation to the matter, or that it would 
be proper for such to be given. He took it for 
granted that the committee would discharge their 
duty: faithfully. i 

Mr. MEADE desired to answer a question which 
had. been. proposed by the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, [Mr. Jozinson.] He had taken the trouble 
to make an inquiry-of the Librarian, whether there 
was any autograph of this Address of General 
Washington, either in the Library or the Execu- 
tive Department; and the Librarian had replied, 
that there was no autograph in either the ‘Library 
or the Department, to his knowledge. 

Mr. STEPHENS resumed. He supposed that 
the desire of the public would be to possess the 
original manuscript. Who was there who had 
not placed a high estimate on the autographs of 
the distinguished men of England, and of her old 
writers? Who did not know how eagerly the 
original fac similes of the writing of the letters of |i 
Junius, with all the interpolations and corrections, 
was sought after? Who did not attach a high 
value to the fac similes of the writing of Byron— 
even the interlineation and erasure of the most 
beautiful fas well as sublimest parts of Childe 
Harold? What would you not give, Mr. Speaker, 
for the original manuscript of Manfred or Ham- 
let? Yet who among us would compare these 
with the original of the most important paper ever || 
written by Washington? He could not consent 
that a manuscript of that distinguished man should 
be compared With the writings of any other man 
who had ever lived. 

Mr. JOHNSON asked if the Government did 
not pay $40,000. for all. the original papers of 
Washington? and now it appeared that this. manu- 
script was not among the papers thus paid for. | 

Mr. STEPHENS said this inquiry showed 
that there was a wide difference between the sen- 
timents of the gentleman from Tennessee and 
his own. He (Mr. S.) could not estimate the 
value of these papers by mere dollars and cents. 


If the Government had paid one million for the |) 


papers of Washington, and had the Government 
been even cheated -in the purchase, he would 
not suffer such considersions to influence his 
course. If the father of any gentleman before 
his death had left a letter fall of instructive sug- 
gestions and of solemn warning against evils which |j 
were likely to come, and that letter had been lost, || 
and if it had fallen into the hands of some indi- |i 
vidual who, actuated by mercenary views, desired 

to make sale of it, would not the person to whom | 
it was addressed, and to whom it was dear as a 
relic of paternal love, submit to any sacrifice to 
rescue it from passing into other hands? 

This manuscript was in the hands of Mr. Clay- 
poole. During his life he kept it carefully as a 
valuable relic. On his death it had passed into 
the hands of his heirs and executors. From the 
argument of the gentleman from ‘Tennessee, it 
might be supposed that the heirs of Mr. Clay- 
poole had come here to ask Congress to give | 
money for this paper, and thatit was nothing more | 
than a money-making speculation. If this was |; 
the state of facts, he Knew nothing of them. He | 
did not understand this as a proposition made by 
the heirs of Mr. Claypoole. It had been said, | 
and repeated again and again, by the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Cuanper,] that. these 
papers must be sold, with the other property of 
Mr. Claypoole, by public auction. it was no; 
proposition on their part to Congress. The only || 
point for ns to consider is, if we shall rescue this | 
paper from the risk of passing into other hands, | 
and place it in the public library for preservation ? | 

At some future day it might become important to | 
prove the authenticity of the sentiments contained |; 
in this Address. T'he- original would put all doubt |; 
ALTERL i 


| Georgia, to see this original document deposited | 
; among the precious things in the Library. He 


| other tombs, the one as the depository of the bones 


But this was not the: ground on. which he- sup- 
ported. the resolution. He advocated the pur- 
chase, that this original. paper might be deposited | 
where the public could have access to it. He de- | 
sired to see it placed-in the Library, that the people. | 
from every section of the Union may see it, and 
examine it, that thay might look at it, and read it 


with that patriotic fervor which the perusal of it; |! 
‘could not fail to awaken. 


As to the North—and he wished not to say a 
word to. excite any party feeling—he trusted that 
when our fellow-citizens from that section might | 
go to the library, and peruse this paper, they would Í 
refresh their recollections with the salutary sug- 
gestions it contained, that the safety of this Union 
could only. be maintained. by brotherly love; and, | 
after reading it, he trusted they would be brought | 
to consider the people of the South as their | 
brethren, and that the hand of aggression against | 
the latter would be stayed, and that the effect 
would be to check and avert the dangers with 
which we are now threatened. 

Let the paper, then, be bought; let it be placed in | 
the Library, where the people from all sections, | 
when they come up to the Capitol, may look upon 
it and read it; and when they behold the lines | 
made by the hand of Washington, may they in- | 


voke and catch the spirit of patriotism, harmony, |! 


and love of country which animated his breast 
when he traced these wise and fatherly admonitions | 
to his countrymen. Let the casement that shall | 
contain the sacred treasure be a national altar, | 
about which and around which the true friends of 
the Republic, from all sections, may come and re- 
new their vows to the Constitution and its com- | 
promises, in the spirit in which it was formed; | 
and from this may the spirit of Washington rise | 
trom its slumber, and go forth amidst the roar and 
tumult of the storm now raging, and calm the 
excited waves of popular opinion now running so | 
high and portentiously speaking to those dismayed | 
by the revolutionary prospect before us, in the lan- | 
guage of Him who spoke as never man spake, | 
when He allayed the boisterous sea, ‘‘ Be of good. | 
cheer, it is I, be not afraid.” 

Mr. CHANDLER said he had not risen to 
make any speech. He trusted it would be found 
that the Father of his Country, although dead, 
would be heard speaking through this House. 
Whatever fate, then, might await this resolution, 
it would be subject for gratification with him that 
ithad been brought forward. He trusted that the 
House would consider itself brought to estimate 
not the value of the Union, but of these sentiments 
which are now brought back vividly to our re- 
membrance; and that we would suffer ourselves to 
be carried back to those times and those scenes, 
when these sentiments flowed from the Father of 
his Country, and found expression on the paper 
which it is now proposed to purchase. | 

He would rejoice, with the gentleman from | 


would rejoice could all the people of the Union be 


Í assembled here, and that you, sir, should read to |i 


all the great truths contained in that interesting | 
paper, and we should all consider ourselves as 
brothers, members of the same family, having the | 
same interest, and united by one common feeling | 
of love. 

He esteemed the yellow paper on which this 
manuscript was written, as far superior in value to 
any paper of this time, as much so, as he regarded 
the sacred tomb at Mount Vernon as above all | 


sanctified there, as the other for the spirit of the | 
immortal chief which breathed in it. | 

He did not believe, with the gentleman from 
Alabama, that the spirit of this Address had de- 
parted from among us. He thought it was not 
dead, but, sleeping, and he agreed with the gentle- 


i 
i 
t 
f 
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man from Georgia that the influence of this paper || 


would reanimate it. He had no desire to make a | 
speech, but merely a brief explanation. If the ' 
possessors of this document came here as sellers of | 
it, he had not been so informed, or that they had 4 
come into the market with this paper, or are anx- || 
ious that the Government should be a competitor 
for its purchase. There are some who may want ; 
it, and may not be able to buy it. We may not 
want it, and yet ought to buy. He was most de- 
sirous that the committee should know what course 
the House desired to pursue in relation to it. They 
were not disposed to give an exorbitant’ price for. | 


= 


it, but just such as, considering the political, pecu- 
niary, and all other circumstances of the country, 
might. be its just value. 

As to the remarks of the gentleman from Georgia, 
he would only say, that what aggressions. the 
North may have been guilty of towards the South, 
he would not now, stop to consider. But he sin- 
cerely hoped, whenever that question should come 
up, that, we might all go together to the perasal of 
this Address, and emphatically dwell on that part 
which. treats on the importance of preserving the 
Union, and the dangers which must result from 
its dissolution. 

The heirs of Mr. Claypoole are compelled by: 
the law of Pennsylvania to sell this paper by pub- 
lic aiction.. They are undoubtedly the true own- 
ers, and they only desired the decision of the 
people through their representatives as to whether. 
it should become the property of the Government 
or not. i 

He would now come to the most. interesting: 
part of his speech, and that was, to move the pre- 
vious question. : 

Mr. STANTON roseto inquire ofthe Speaker 
whether it was in order to move to: recommit:the 
resolution, with instructions to. inquire whether 
there was not a copy of the same paper: in the- 
State Department? 

The SPEAKER decided the motion to be-out 
of order. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, moved that the 
resolution be laid upon the table. . 

The question was taken on that motion, and 
decided in the negative. 

So the resolution was not laid on tne table. 

The question then recurring on the demand for 
the previous question, it was taken, and there was 
a second—ayes 76, noes 53. to 

And the main question (on the passage of the- 
resolution) was ordered to be now taken. 

Mr. MASON and Mr. CARTER asked the 
yeas and nays. on the main question, which were 
ordered; and being taken, were—yeas 103, nays 
45; as follows: : ` 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Alston, Anderson, Andrews, 
Baker, Bayly, Bowie, Briggs, Brooks, Albert G. Brown, 
Buel, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, Joseph 
P. Caldwell, Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chandier,. Conrad, 
Corwin, Deberry, Dickey, Dimmick, Disney, Dixon, Dùn- 
ean, Nathan Evans, Ewing, Featherston, Fiteh, Fowler, 
Fuller, Gerry, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Halloway, Thos. La 
Harris, Hay, Hayniond, Henry, Hibbard, Hilliard, Holmes, 
Houston, Howard, Howe, Hunter, Jackson, Kerr, Daniel 
P. King, George G. King, James G. King, John. A. King, 
Marshall, Matteson, McDowell, McKissock, Robert M. Me- 
Lane, Meacham, Meade, Millson, Moore, Morton, Nelson, 
Ogle, Otis, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Pheenix, Pitman, Potter, 
Putnam, Reed, Robbins, Rockwell, Root, Rumsey, Sackett, 
Savage, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Seddon, 
Spalding, Sprague, Stanly, Richard H. Stanton, Alexander 
H. Stephens, Taylor, Underbill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Walden, 
Waldo, Watkins, White, Whittlesey, Williams, Wilson, 
and Winthrop—103. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, Beale, 
Booth, Boyd, Burt, Joseph Cable, Williamson R. W. Cobb, 
Coleock, Conger, Daniel, Edmundson, Giddings, Green, 
Hammond, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Hubbard, 


| Inge, Andrew Johnson, Jones, Preston King, Litttefield, 


Job Mann, Mason, McQueen, Me Willie, Miller, Morris, Orr, 
Phelps, Frederick P. Stanton, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, 
Jacob ‘Thompson, William Thompson, Toombs, Venable, 
Wallace, Wildrick, Wood, and Young—45. 


So the resolution was passed. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, moved a recon- 
sideration of the vote, and that that motion be laid 
on the table. 

Mr. MASON moved that.the House adjourn. 

The House refused to adjourn. 

The question then recurred, and was taken on 
the demand for the previous question, and was de- 
cided in the affirmative. 

So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the 
table. 

And the joint resolution stands passed. 

SENATE BILLS. 

The following bills from the Senate were taken 
up for reference: 

The joint resolution directing the accounting 
officers of the Treasury to adjust the accounts of 
Newton Lane, late pension agent at Louisville, 
Kentucky. 

The resolution was read a first and second time, 
and, . 

On motion of Mr. MARSHALL, read the third 
time, and passed. 

The bill entitled an Act for the relief of Nathan- 
jel Kuykendall was read twice and referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

The joint resolution, providing for the binding 
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of the public. documents, coming up in order, was: 
read twice, with a view to reference; when i 

Mr. McWILLIE made some remarks in favor 
of. passing the resolution at once. He said it 
originated: with the. joint- committee. on printing. 
The view of that committee was, that. if the. doc- 
uments: were worth printing they were worth. 
binding; and that if they. were not bound they 
would be. inevitably disposed of as waste-paper. 
The binding he said could: be executed for 124 
cents per volume. 

The resolution was then read the third time and 
passed. 


Senate bill, entitled: “An act to-provide for the i 


adjustment. and. payment of the expenses incurred 
and obligations contracted by the State of Florida 
in providing for the safety of the people of that 
State during the recent insurrection of the Semi- 
nole Indians,” came up in order, was read. twice, 
and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Senate bill, entitled ‘* An act to refund to. the 
State of North Carolina the amount of money ad- 
vanced and transportations furnished to the vol- 
unteers from that State during the war with Mex- 
ico; was read. twice and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. 


EXPENSE OF COLLECTING THE REVENUE. 


Mr. BAYLY moved, at a late. hour, that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

The motion having been agreed to— 

The House resolved itseif into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, Mr. POTTER, 
of Ohio, in the Chair. 

The committee resumed the consideration of the 
joint resolution ‘limiting the expense of collect- 
ing the revenue from customs for the present fiscal 
year, and the amendment thereto pending.” 

_Mr. MORTON rose and addressed the com- 
mittee during his hour. A report of his Speech 
will appear in the Appendix. After Mr. Morton 
had concluded, 

Mr. VINTON obtained the floor, and moved an 
amendment to the amendment of which he had 
given previous notice. 

Mr. VINTON yielded to a motion by 

Mr. HILLIARD that the committee rise. 

Which prevailing, the committee rose and re- 
ported progress. 

And, on motion of Mr, HILLIARD, 

The House adjourned. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. BUEL gave notice. that.on some future-day he should 
ask leave to introduce a bill to refund to the State of Michi- 
gan the amount of money advanced and transportation fur- 
nished to volunteers from that State during the late war with 
Mexico. X 

Also, abill for the establishment of a marine hospital at 
Detroit. 

By Mr. FITCH: A bill for reducing the minimum price 
of land in what was the Miami National Reservation in 
Indiana. 


PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitionsand memorials were pre- 
sented and referred under the rule: 


By Mr. BOWLIN: The petition of John Tilden, and 18 
other citizens of St. Louis, praying for a reduction of post- 
age. Referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 


vads, g 
B By Mr. BOOTH: The petition of William 5. Camp, of 
Middletown, in the State of Connecticut, and 90 other per- 
sons, praying for the reduction of postage to two cents on 
prepaid letters of half an ounce. N 

By Mr. BUEL: The joint resolution of the State of Mich- 
igan, relating to a donation of lands by the General Govern- 
ment, for the benefit of a State normal school; which was 
referred to the Committee on the: Public Lands. 

By Mr. WHITTLESEY: The petition of Daniel Shaw, 
and others, praying for the establish ment.of a post road from 
Barton, in Washington county, to Athens, Ohio, through 
the township of Decatur. Referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. t 

Also, the petition of Aaron Parkhurst and others, praying 
for, the confirmation of their title to land in Wisconsin. 
Referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

By Mr. SPALDING: The petition of G. B. Rich, and 
other citizens of Butfalo, for the improvement of the harbor. 
at the mouth of the Ontonagan river, On Lake Superior, and 
for a light-honse at the same place. See a 

By Mr. THOMPSON, of Iowa: The petition of 633 citi- 
zeus of the State of Iowa, praying for a grant of land to the 
State of Iowa, to aid in the construction of a railroad from 
Dubuque to Keokuk, equal to five sections to each mile of 
said road, to be selected.in alternate sections, five miles on 
each side of said road, and when such alternate sections 
have been sold or otherwise disposed of, the privilege of 
selecting other lands in jieu thereof.. Referred-to the Com- 


mittee on Public Lands. 


By Mr, GEORGE G. KING: The petition of the Presi- 
dent and Directors of the Newport Bank, of Newport, 
Rhode Island, praying for cheap postage. 

The petition of Davis, Cook, and others, of Cumberland. 
Rhode Island, praying for cheap postage. : 

The petition of Truman Beckwith and others, of Provi- 
denee, Rhode Istand, praying for cheap postage. 

The petition of Benjamin Fessenden and others, of Val- 
ley Falls, Rhode Island, praying for cheap postage. 

‘All of the above petitions were referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. : 

By Mr. MILLSON: ‘The memorial of John Southgate, 
administrator of Marcus McCausland, and George Bramble, 
administrator of John Bramble, asking indemnity for French 
spoliations prior to 1800. Referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. $ 

By Mr. KING, of New Jersey: The petition of 32 resi- 
dents of New. York city and vicinity, for reduction of post- 
age on prepaid letters to two cents per half ounce. 

Also, the petition of 180 residents of New York city and 
vicinity, for the reduction of postage on prepaid letters to 
two cents per halfounce. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Springfield, in the county 
of Essex, State of New Jersey, for the reduction of postage 
on prepaid letters to two cents per half-ounce. 

By Mr. WOOD: The petition from P. H. Dennis and 41 
others, citizens of Republic, Seneca county, Ohio, praying 
for the reduction of postage on prepaid letters to lwo cents 
per half-ounce. Referred to the Committee. on the Post Of- 
fice and Post Roads. 

By Mr. HIBBARD: The petition of Isaae F. Williams 
and others, praying that the rate of postage on prepaid let- 
ters be established at two cents per ounce. Referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. DOTY: The petition of citizens of Wisconsin, 
for a mail route from Waupun, by Rosendale and Hawley’s 
Corners, to Wanekuua. Referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, 

Also, the petition of inhabitants of the counties of Fon du 
Lac and Winnebago, in the State of Wisconsin, for a mail 
route from Waupun, by Rosendale and Waukau, to Wane- 
kyna. Referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Also, the petition of S. Austin White, M. Woodruff, B. 
O’Conner, and other citizens of Wisconsin, praying that 
proper measures may be adopted by this Government. to pro- 
cure the right of navigating the river St. Lawrence to the 
shipping of the Lakes. Referred to the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs. 

By Mr. OLDS: The petition or B. C. True and others, 
residents. of Cincinnati, Ohio, asking such an amendmentof 
the Constitution of the United States as will permit a dì- 
rect vote of the people for President and Vice President, and 
making the Heads of Departments and all Postinasters elect- 
ive officers. Referred to the Judiciary Committee. 

Also, the petition of sundry citizens of Fairfield county, 
Ohio, asking the establishment of a post route from Lan- 
caster, the county seat of said county, through the towns 
of Jefferson, Winchester, and Waterloo, in said county, to 
the town of Grand Port, in Franklin county. Referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the petition of Gardner Herring, of Madison county, 
Ohio, together with the accompanying documents, asking a 
pension for injuries received in the war of 1812. Referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. WALDO: The petition of J. W. Sessions, Esq., 
and 39 others, electors of West Suffield, Connecticut, for a 
uniform rate of postage. Referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. CHANDLER: The petition of Richard Price and 
others, of Philadelphia, asking for a reduction of postage on 
prepaid letters. Referred. to the Committee, on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. . 

By Mr. HAMILTON.: The memorial of. W. A. Irvine, ad- 
ministrator of Calender Irvine. Referred tothe Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. WOOD: A memorial from E. Giles, asking for 
the alteration of the post route from Upper Sandusky to 
Marseilles, in the county of Wyandott, Ohio. Referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. SPRAGUE: The petition of L. Kingsbury, and 90 
citizens of Marshall, Michigan, for cheap postage. Referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. BRIGGS: The petition of Polly Millard, for a 
pension, Referred to the Corm mittee on Pensions. 

By Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania: Four petitions of 
citizens of Wilkesbarre, Pennsylvania, asking the establish- 
ment of the rate of postage on prepaid letters al two cents 
per half ounce. . Ea i 

Also, a petition of like import, from citizens of Abington 
Center, in Pennsylvania, 

Also, two petitions from citizens of Wayne and Luzerne 
counties, asking for the establishment of a mail ronte from 
Hamlinton, in Wayne county, to Daleville, in Luzerne 
county. 

By Mr. SEDDON: The petition of Mrs. Indiana Shoe- 
maker, praying to he allowed six months? pay dre her de- 
ceased husband. Referred to the Committee of Claims. 

“Also, the petition of Mary E. Burfort, executrix of Jobn 
Clark, deceased, praying compensation for certain cannon 
intended for the navy, but injured by unusual hits. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. HOWE: The petition of Samuel F. Dale and 62 
others, citizens of Venango county, Pennsylvania, asking 
fora change and modification in the existing tariff laws. 
Referred to the Cummittee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BURROWS: The petition of S. De Vaux, and 325 
others, citizens of Niagara Falls, county of Niagara, New 
York, asking Congress to establish the rate of postage on 
prepaid letters at two cents per half ounce. Referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

On motion by Mr. FITCH, leave was granted to with- 
draw from the files of the House the papers in the case. of 
Wm. Suavely, of Indiana, and the same were referred to the 
Committee of Claims. g 

By Mr. REED: The petition of Joseph: Shaw, and %4 
others, praying for the reduction of postage. Referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. M 

On motion by Mr. MANN, of Pennsylvania, the petition. 


| other expenses incident thereto; 


and. papers of Henry Miller, of Westmoreland county, 
Pennsylvania, a soldier. in the late war'with Great Britain, 
praying for a pension, were taken from the files of the House 
and-retetred to. the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 

Also, the petition and.papers of Nancy Hough in her own 
right, and on. behalf‘of Andrew Finley, Polly Finley, now 
the wife. of Walter Bell, and the widow and clildrei of 
John Finley; deceased, heirs of Samuel Finley, deceased, 
who was a Lieutenant in the. Revolutionary War, praying 


| commutation. pay, were taken from, the files of the House 


and referred to the Committee.on Revolutionary Clainis. 

Also, the pétition of Charles Donnelly, of Westmoreland 
county, Pennsylvania, who was a soldier. in. the late: war 
with Great Britain, praying Congress.to grant him bounty 
land, &e. Referred to the Commnitiee:on Public Lands. 

By Mr. RISLEY: The petiuion of Caleb B. Crumb, and 
twenty-nine: others, citizens of Chantauque county, New 
York, praying Congress to establish the rate of postage on 
prepakt letters at two cents. per half ounce, Referred: to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 

By Mr. MEACHAM: The petition of volunteers at the 
battle of Plattshurg, asking compensation for services. 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, the petition of E. S. Englesby and others, in Bur- 
lington, Vermont, asking for the reduction of postage. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 

By Mr. TAYLOR: A list of 13) vessels relieved by the 
revenue cutter Hamilton, made out by Josiah Sturgis, Esq., 
Captain, from January, 1839, to January, 1850; and stating 
that 15,505 vessels have been spoken and boarded, and their 
papers examined by said Sturgis during the same time. Re- 
ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. McLANAHAN: The petition of citizens. of Perry: 
county, Pennsylvania, for a reduction in the rates of postage. 

By Mr. BUTLER, of Connecticut: The petition of Charles 
H. Leeds. and others, praying an arrangement for asemi- 
monthly mail to Chagres with the E:npire City line. Re- 
ferred to the Committee ov the Post Office and Post Roads. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespar, February 6, 1850. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a 
communication from the Department of War, made 
in pursuance of the act of 2d April, 1791, submit- 
ting a statement of the expense of the national ar- 
mories, and of the number of arms and appendages 
made and repaired thereat during the fiscal year 
ending the 30th June, 1849. 

Also, from the same Department, a communica- 
tion made in compliance with the requirements of 
the act of 21st April, 1808, and 3d March, 1809, 
showing what contracts have been made under 
a authority of said Department during the year 
1849. f 

The above communications were referred to the 
Committee on Military, Affairs, and the motion to 
print them was referred to the Committee on Printe 
ing. 

MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 

Mr. HALE presented a petition from citizens of 
Cheshire county, in the State of New Hampshire, 
deploring the manifold evils of war, and urging 
Congress to take such suitable action as its wisdom 
may suggest to avert it, by arbitration or a con- 
gress of nations; which was referred to the Comz 
mittee on Foreign Relations. i 

Mr. WHITCOMB presented. a petition from 
citizens of the State of Indiana, urging Congress to“ 
adopt some suitable. means to puta speedy end to 
the manifold evils.of war; which was referred: to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. BALDWIN presented. a petition, signed 
by 240 citizens, resident at Deep River and its- 
vicinity, setting forth the advantages that have re- 
sylted to every land froma system of cheap post- . 
age, and urging upon Congress the passage of a 
law to reduce the price to two cents per half ounce. 

Also, a petition from inhabitants of the town of 
Killingsworth, Middlesex county, in the same 
State, asking a reduction of the rates of postage to 
two cents on all prepaid letters not exceeding one 
half ounce; which petitions were referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. FELCH presented joint resolutions. of the. 
Legislature of the State of Michigan, requesting 
their Senators and Representatives to use their. in-. 
fluence to procure the passage of. a law reqaining. 
the proper officers of the Treasury of the Unite 
States to pay such expenses as were incurred by 


said State for raising and equipping troops, with 
which was re- 


ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs and, 


ordered to be printed, P : 

Mr. WHITCOMB. presenied a joint resolution 
of the Legislature of Indiana, instructing her Sen- 
ators and requesting her Representatives to use 
their-influence to procure a donation by Congress 
of 4,000-acres of land in the Miami Reserve for 
the use. of the Indiana University, in lieu of 4,000 


acres: donated by Congress to the President and 
Trastees of the Vincennes University, out of wo 
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sections of land previously granted by Congress to 
the State of Indiana for the use of the Indiana 
Seminary, in the counties of Gibson and Monroe; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLARKE presented a petition of citizens 
of Providence, Rhode Island, asking a reduction 
of the rate of postage; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented seven petitions 
from citizens of that State, asking a grant of land 
to aid in the construction of a railroad from Daven- 

ort to Council Bluffs; which were referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. : 

Mr. CASS presented a petition of Thomas Flan- | 
agan, a revolutionary soldier, asking to be allowed 
a pension; which was referred to the Committee 
on Pensions, 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, presented a peti- | 
tion of citizens of that State, for a reduction of 
postege; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. SOULE presented the memorial of the 
heirs of Wm. F. Megec, asking indemnity for 
French spoliations prior to 1800; which was re- 
ferred to the select committee. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented a petition of citizens 
of Augusta, Maine, asking a reduction of the rates 
of postage; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. i 

Mr. BRADBURY presented the memorial of |i 
Benjamin Kingsbury and other citizens of Port- 
land, Maine, asking that a pension may be al- 
lowed to James Wright, for injuries received while | 
acting as chief engineer on board a revenue cutter; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CHASE presented a petition of citizens of || 
Oberlin, Ohio, asking the adoption of measures 
for the amicable adjustment of international difi- 
culties; which was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. BORLAND, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill in relation to 
sutlers in the army, and in addition to an act con- 
cerning military contributions in Mexico; which | 
was read a first and second time by its title and | 
referred to the Committee on Military A fairs. 
~ Also, in pursuance of notice, a bill for the relief 
of Lewis Morris and others, which was read a | 
first and second time by its title and referred to the | 
Committee on Military Affairs. i 


RESOLUTION SUBMITTED. 


i 
| 
| 


{ 
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the defensive. Sir, it is no longer a mere question 
of party policy in the South. An overwhelming 
proportion of our people believe that this Govern- 
ment has no power to touch the subject of slavery 
either in the States or in the Territories. But that 
portion of our population that entertain a different 
opinion, and who concede the power to the Gov- 
ernment to act upon slavery in the Territories, yet 
regard these aggressions upon us as an abuse t0 
so deep an extent that they will go as far, when 
the day comes to resist, as those who believe the 
power to be a usurped one. Sir, I have said that 
in the incipient stages of this controversy It was a 
mere play of party for place and preferment. I 
think, sir, the entire South has passed that point, 
and all mere questions of party are merged when 
we are brought to the consideration of this great 
question. If ever the evil shall come that many 
of the best and wisest men in the country appre- 
hend, you will find men of all parties, and of 
every description of politics in the South, stand- 
ing shoulder to shoulder to defend those rights, 
which we mean to defend, which we can deiend, 
and which we will defend at all hazards—at all 
hazards, sir. 

Sir, | have heard much about compromises of 
this question. I have heard/much said about equiv- 
alents and compensation; but it seems to me that 
that conception is based on an unjust, if not an 
entirely false idea of our position. What is com- 
pensauon for? What injuries? Have we done 
anything that the North has a right to complain 
of? Are we to make compensation for the slan- 
ders, for the calumny, for the endangering of our 
firesides for the exciting of domestic insurrection ? 
Are we to make compensation for aggressions of 
this character? No, sir. We stand by the Con- 
stitution and our rights, and we mean to stand by 
them under Heaven, and under that protection we 
feel that we have the power to maintain them, and 
we will do it, at the hazard of our lives, and at 
the hazard of everything. Everything or any- 
thing will be incurred in preference to dishonor 
and an ignominious submission to an impudent, 
arrogant, and unconstitutional interference with 
our rights. 

I have said, sir, that we regard the aggressions 
as coming entirely from one section of the Union. 
We are not in the fault. We have been and are 
now as much devoted as they to this glorious 
Union. I speak now for my own State, than 
which none have been more loyal to the Confed- 
| eracy. She has no interest but a participation in 
the common glory of our history, in the perpetu- 


* Mr, WHITCOMB presented the following 
resolution, which lies over under the rule: 
Resolved, "That the President of the United States be re- , 
quested to transmit to the Senate copies of all charges o 
complaints made or exhibited tor the removal of J. D.G. 
Neison trom the office which he recently heid of receiver 
of public inoneys at Fort Wayne, in the State of indiana. 


SLAVERY QUESTION AT THE SOUTH. 
Mr. MANGUM. Mr. President, I have been 
charged ‘with the daty of submitting to this body 
the proceedings of a public meeting held in the 
town of Wilmington, North Carolina, without 
distinction of party, in reference to the questions 


that are now agitating most deeply the public |; 


mind. I will remark, sir, that Wilmington is the 
largest and most commercial town in the State 
from which l come. Itis a Whig town, and has 
been so for the last thirty years, perhaps in all time. 
This meeting, sir, was composed of the leading and 
most marked men upon both sides of political par- 
ties. It is a population eminent for its respecta- 
bility, as my friend from Alabama well knows— 
eminently marked for its respectability and intelli- 
gence. These resolutions, sir, are strong; they are 
aecided. The citizens of Wilmington hold, in com- 
mon with almost the entire South, the opinion that 
we are standing upon the defensive merely in re- 
gard to the slavery question. No act ofaggression 
has proceeded from us, and we ask nothing but 
hands off. Hitherto it has been a question of 
mere partisanship, I believe, on both sides. This | 
question has been agitated at the North, as Í learn 
from the highest authority, with the view of pro-. 
curing political preferment. That may have been ; 
so heretofore to some extent in some portions of | 


ation of the institutions of this Government. dn 
the pecuniary and incidental benefits from this 
Government, that many other portions of the 
country enjoy, she perhaps has as limited a par- 
ticipation as any other State on the Atlantic bor- 
der; yet not a State in the Union, trom its earliest 
history to the present day, has been more loyally 
devoted to the preservation of liberty and the 
perpetuation of our free institutions than the State 
of North Carolina. Yet she has not and she will 
not agitate on this question; but if ever the day 
of action comes, mark me, sir, the unanimity 
will be found complete. Yes, sir; and the craven 


men would have failed to stand by them in the 
| days of the revolutionary struggle. l pray God 
| that day may never come; but | do regard the 


Republic in their hands. Sir, | repeat, that there 
| will be no division of sentiment at the South, nor 
! will there be any divided action, if that time shall 
come. We have reached the point.on which we 
mean to plant our feet, and, with the blessing of 
| God, we expect to stand upon it, in defiance of all 
enemies who attempt to invade our rights by force 
or otherwise. 


ernment is to go and strip our neighbors of their 
possessions, and to appropriate them entirely to 
one-half of the Union to the exclusion of the other, 
to say nothing about its injustice, is—l say it with 


who would not'stand by the side of his country- | 


northern country as holding the destinies of the | 


Sir, the pretension that is set up, that this Gov- | 


great respect—a degree of impudence that is un- 
paralleled. It will be nothing, if the principle be 
recognized, but offering a premium for rapacious 


i 
war and a disposition to strip our neighbors of | 


their possessions. Why, sir, with-the sacrifice of | 
common blood and common treasure, we despoil 
our neighbors of their possessions, and the whole 
benefit is to inure to one-half of the Union, and 
to the practical withholding of their proportion 


the South, but North Carolina has never agitated, || 
nor have her Representatives in this Chamber ever | 
agitated the subject, so far as I know. I certainly if 
have not. Isay that it is almost the universal | 
sentiment of thé South that we are standing upon |j 


| 
| 


i 
| 
| 
| 
j 


from the other. Sir, the policy of this country is 
peace; but we, in common with all the republics 
| of the earth, perhaps, have a war spirit upon us as 
| strong, aye, and stronger, than any Government 
under the sun. Sir, our people have a military 
turn—they are fond of military glory and military 
achievements; and hold out to that active, that 
brave population at the North the premium that 
all the spoils of war are theirs, and theirs only, and 
the day will come when spirits will be found to 
agitate the war question quite as strongly as they 
are now agitating the slavery question. Sir, upon 
that point, I, as one individual, plant my feet; and 
I never will recognize, under any force or pres- 
sure, the right of any one to appropriate entirely 
to one-half of the States the spoils of war; never, 
sir. 

Sir, it is not for me here to talk about disunion. 
Iam charged with no such duty in my place in 
the Senate; I have no right evento speculate upon 
the subject or to commit myself to any course. 
My duty is more humble within the Constitution, 
which contemplates no such action. Sir, if this 
question should be driven to extremity, my busi- 
ness is toabide the decision of my countrymen, 
and whatever that may be—for weal or for wo— 
sir, this old frame shall be put upon the altar in 
common with my fellow-countrymen. 

I hope the resolutions will be read, and I move 
that they be printed; which question goes, of 
course, to the Printing Committee. 

The Secretary read the resolutions as follows: 


l. Resolved, That we have witnessed with much anxiety 
the progress of fanaticism and political dishonesty at the 


| North, and of excitement at the South, on tne subject of 


slavery. 5 

Qu. Resolved, That acrisis has arrived when it becomes 
necessary for thinking men at both ends of the Union to 
adopt such discreet measures as may avert the consequences ' 


! likely to flow from this fanaticism, dishonesty, and excite- 


ment; or, if they cannot be averted, so to mect them as to 
diminish as much as possible their mischief. 

3d. Resolved, That the union of the States is not less dear 
to us politically than is life individually, and we will there- 
fore maintain it at every sacrifice but that of principle. 

4th. Resolved, That dear and essential as is life to the in- 
dividual, no brave and virtuous man will consent to hold it 
at the sacrifice of honor and principle; neither can we yield 
up principle and honor, even if the maintenance of them 
should involve the sacrifice of our political and individual 
existence, in the dissolution of the Union and the bloody 


f consequences likely to flow therefrom. 


5th. Resolved, Thatin the hope that it will lead to some 
peaceful and honorable result for the preservation of the 
Union, and if that may not be, in any event to a perfect 
unanimity of action in the southern States, we recommend 
that a Convention of delegates from the several Congres- 
sional districts in this State be holden in Raleigh, on the 
' 20th of April next, for the purpose of considering this sub- 
ject, and of appoiuting two delegates from the State at large 
to represent North Carolina in the Convention appointed to 
be holden at Nashville, Tennessee, the first Monday in June 
next, and that delegates be appointed for each Congressional 
district in this State by conventions holden in said districts 
to represent said districts in the said Convention to be held 
at Raleigh, 

6th. Resolved, That fifty delegates be appointed by the 
chairman of this meeting to attend the district convention 
to be holden in Wilmington, on the second Monday in 
! March next. 

Tth. Resolved, That the chairman also be authorized and 
requested to appoint a committee of thirteen, to be called a 
committee of safety. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I object to the re- 
ception of the paper. I suppose in that case the 
question must first be taken on its reception. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The reception of 
the paper is objected to. The question is on its 
reception. : 

Mr. HALE. TI wish to say a word or two on 
this motion. When I first took my seat in the 
Senate, and was charged by my constituents with 
| the presentation of a petition asking any action or 
expressing any sentiments favorable to any action 
on the subject of slavery in the District of Colum- 
bia, or anywhere else, objection was made to its 
reception, and a motion made to lay that question 
on the table, which motion prevailed. And, sir, 
one of the first individuals who expressed his opin- 
ion as to the course of proceeding in presenting 
| petitions or memorials of that character was the 
: Senator from North Carolina, who has just now 
taken his seat. He took occasion, sir, upon the 
presentation of papers of that character by my- 
self, to say that up to that time so judicious had 
been the course of the Senate—adopted, I think 
he said, after consultation among the leading men 
on both sides of the chamber—that they had come to 
an understanding that when any petition or memo- 
rial of that character, looking to the action of the 
Government in any way in relation to the subject 
of slavery, was presented, the question of recep- 
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tion should be considered as raised at once, and a |! 
motion made to lay it on the table, and thus they 
got on quietly, peaceably, and harmoniously. 
And he said, too, that he regretted that there had 
been such a revolution in any remote State of this ! 
Union as, by accident, had thrown such a fire- 
brand as myself into this Senate. Well, sir, I 
heard it all and submitted to it; and such has been 
the course of the Senate. Thus far, every paper 
looking in the remotest degree to any action of 
the Government,or presenting here any opinions 
of individuals adverse to the institution of slavery, 
has, the question of reception. being raised, been 
laid on the table. Now, sir, if such is the rule to 
be applied to us north of Mason and Dixon’s 
line; if it is improper, unconstitutional, and rep- 
rehensible to bring petitions and memorials here 
from the north country expressing opinions un- 
favorable to the institution of slavery, I ask if it 
is not equally proper that petitions and memorials į 
coming from south of that line, and looking to a 
different action on the subject, should receive the 
game fate? J am not mistaken about the character 
of these resolutions, although they are not so defi- 
nite in their terms as they are when appended to 
the speech of the honorable Senator in explana- 
tion of them. He says they all look to, and refer 
to the agitating questions which now divide this 
country. They declare, sir, that the good State 
of North Carolina, which has had so high a eulo- 
gium passed upon her, and from which I do not 
feel any wish to detract, that same loyal old North 
State has at last waked up to the aggressions 
of the North. Sir, I wish that the intelligence 
of North Carolina had given its attention to 
the inquiry and pointed out what are those 
aggressions. I wish, if it could, that it had 
laid its finger on a single word, letter, or line, 
that was spoken or written at the North, that 
contemplated any aggressive action by this Gov- || 
ernment on this institution, The honorable Sena- | 
tor seemed to say, and he did say most distinctly, 
that the South in its position only occupied the 
defensive. I confess, sir, I am not so weil versed 
in the dictionaries as are‘some gentlemen, but if 
the course of the North on this subject is aggres- 
sive, while that of the South is defensive merely, 
I confess I am poorly skilled indeed in this chap- 
ter of definitions. He says that all they ask at 
the South is “ hands off.” That is all we want | 
at the North, sir, “ hands of.” Talk about our 
being aggressive! The history of this Govern- 
ment will show that the course of the North, from 
the first institution of the Government, from the 
first adoption of the Constitution down to the 
present time, has been concession, and concession, 
until now our very women and children reproach 
us with the pusillanimity which permits our 
rights to'be trampled upon here by the action of 
this Government. We have conceded, and con- 
ceded, and yielded, until nothing is left to yield, 
and now we are told in substance that if we do 
not come forward and take hold with our own 
hands, and help in extending this institution of 
slavery—that it we do not identify ourselves, soul 
and body, in all the responsibility belonging to its 
existence, perpetuity, and eternity, we are aggres- 
sive, and that the Union is to be dissolved. 

I raise the question of reception, and move to 
lay that question on the table, and I shall vote 
against it. I raise it merely that the Senate may 
have an opportunity of administering the same 
justice to the 


South that we of the North have | 
had to take, whether we would or not. I ask for 
the yeas and nays on the motion. i 

Mr. MANGUM. Will the Senator withdraw 
the motion to lay on the table for a moment? 

Mr. HALE assented. 

Mr. MANGUM. I have but one remark to 
make. As to all this affair of concession on the 
part of the North, the merest school-boy in our |; 
history knows that there is very litde init. The 
difference between this case and those referred to 
by the Senator, where the question of reception is 
raised and that motion is laid on the table, is just 
this, and it will be seen that they present two dis- 
tinct questions: These memorials from the North 
invoke action on the part of Congress; these reso- 
lutions invoke no action whatever. That is the 
distinction. ‘Those from the Nort 


h ask for an 
interposition of Congressional action to do—what? 
What nearly one-half o 


i 
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| 
| 
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i 
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mere notification, and ask no action on the part of 
Congress. l 

Mr. HALE. 1 renew the motion to lay the 
question of reception on the table. : 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Sen- 
ate refused -to lay the question of reception on the 


| table by the following vote: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bradbury and Douglas—2. 
NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Ber- 


t rien, Borland, Bright, Cass, Chase, Clarke, Clay, Clemens, 


Cooper, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis ot’ Missis- 
sippt, Dawson, Dickinson, Dodge of Iowa, Dodge or Wis- 
consin, Feleh, Foote, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Houston, Hun- 
ter, Jones, King, Mangum, Mason, Miller, Morton, Norris, 
Pearce, Phelps, Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, Seward, Smith 
Soulé, Spruance, Turney, Upham, Wales, Walker, an 
Whitcomb—48. 

The resolutions were then received, laid on the 
table, and the motion to print them referred to the 
Committee on Printing. 


ADMISSION OF LADIES. 


Mr. MANGUM. 1 move, sir, that the indul- 
gence which was granted to the audience yester- 
day, during the remarks of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, be extended to the ladies by a temporary 
suspension of the rules to-day. A young and 
gallant body like this, I suppose, will be ready to 
accord this privilege at once. [Laughter.] 

Mr. HOUSTON. 1 second the motion. It was 
my intention, if the Senator from North Carolina 
had not anticipated me, to have made the motion 
myself. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is moved that 
the rules of the Senate be suspended, so as to ad~” 
mit the ladies from the lobbies to the floor. It is 
one which requires unanimous consent for its 
adoption. 

Mr. FOOTE. A single remark, Mr. President. 


! This motion addresses itself to not only the gal- 


lantry of the body, but to its sense of justice. ‘The 
jadies were admitted yesterday, and participated 
in the intellectual banquet then spread for us. 
They were all dismissed before the feast closed and 
l insist upon it that, in sheer justice, they should be 
admitted to hear the continuation of the speech of 
the Senator from Kentucky. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair hears 
no objection, and the motion will be considered as 
adopted. 

Ladies were accordingly admitted to the privi- 
leged seats, and to ladies the circular gallery was 
exclusively devoted. 


MR. CLAY’S COMPROMISE. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the special order, being the resolutions submit- 
ted by the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Cray.] 
Mr. Cray resumed and concluded his argument 
in their support. His speech will be found in the 
Appendix. After Mr. Cray had concluded, 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, February 7, 1850. 


The Journal of yesterday (which was very long) 
was read. 

Mr. MILLSON rose to a correction thereof. 
His name (he said) was recorded in favor of the 
amendment of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Carter,] limiting the amount to be paid for the 
original manuscript of Washington’s Farewell 
Address. He had voted in the negative. 

The Journal was corrected accordingly, and was į 
then approved, 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, called for the 


regular order of business. 
COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE. 


The SPEAKER said that the business first in || 


order was the resolution reported yesterday from |) 
l! twice and committed to the ¢ 
| Whole on the state of the Union, 


the Committee on Commerce by the gentleman 
from Maryland, [Mr. McLanz.] 


« 


The resolution authorized the Committee on |; 


Commerce to employ a clerk, at the usual com- 
pensation, until the 30th of April next. 
The resolution having been read— : 
Mr. McLANE asked for the previous question 


on the adoption of the resolution, and expressed the || 


hope that it would receive the acquiescence of the 
House. 

Mr, COBB, of Alabama, held some conversa- 
tion with the Speaker, of which nothing could be 
heard on the left of the chair. Mr. C. had yester- 
day indicated an amendment which he desired to 


ici . . . 
f this Union, if not more, 
believe Congress has no right to do under the Con- 
stitution. These reso 


lutions are designed as & 


offer, providing that, in the event of the Commit- ! 


tee on Commerce heing allowed a clerk, the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands (of which he was a mem- 
ber) should also be allowed a clerk. And he was 
understood now to claim thé floor. : 

The SPEAKER stated, that to secure action 
upon anamendment to any proposition pending be- 
fore the House, that amendment must be reported 
to the House from the Clerk’s desk. 

Mr. COBB withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. BURT inquired of the Chair, if the previous 
question had been ordered. : 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. BURT said he was sorry. for it, and ex- 
pressed the hope that it would be voted down. 

The question was then‘taken on the demand for 
the previous question, but no quorum voted. i 

Tellers were asked. 

Mr. JONES moved that the resolution be laid 
on the table. 

And the question on that motion having been 
taken and decfded in the affirmative, 

The resolution was laid on the table. 

The SPEAKER proceeded to call the commit- 
tees for reports, commencing where the call had 
yesterday been suspended—with the Committee 
on Commerce. i 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. PHCENIX, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported the following bill, which was read 
twice, referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, made the order for to- 
morrow, and ordered to be printed, viz: 

A bill to retarn the duties on merchandise in un- 
broken packages, destroyed by fire in the city of 
New York, in July, 1845. 

Mr. P. also, from the same committee, reported 
the following bills; which were read twice, referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House, made the 
order of the day for to-morrow, and ordered to be 
printed, viz: 

A bill for the relief of E. Pa@enstedt and Schu- 
macher; and 

A bill for the relief of Ferguson & Milhado. 

Mr. BOWLIN, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported the following resolution; which 
was read and adopted, viz: 

Resolved, That the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office be, and he is hereby, authorized to withdraw so muck 
of his late annual report as embraces the geological report 
of Dr. D. D. Owen, with the view to enable corrections of 
discovered errors to be made and the report to be completed 
| beture printing. 

Mr. POTTER, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported the following res- 
olution, which was read and agreed to, viz: 


Resolved, That the Postmaster General be requestéd to 
furnish to this House a synopsis of the contracts made for 
the transportation of the mails by steamboat between New 
York and Chagres, and between Panama and San Francisco 
and Oregon. : i 

Also, to fu 


s 


rnish information as- to the amount of money 
advanced upon such contracts, the amount of service ren~ 
dered under such contracts and by what vessels, the times 
of arrival and departure, the points at which they have 
touched in their trips, and the amount of revenue derived 
from the transportation of the mails to California and Ore~ 


gon. 
On motion by Mr. POTTER, the Committee 
Post Roads was discharged 


on the Post Office and : A 
from the further consideration of the memorial of 


the citizens of Cincinnati, praying for the erection 
in said city of certain public buildings for the use 
of the Government; and it was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, from the Com- 


|i mittee on the District of Colum 


| 
| 
i 
i 
t 
i 
i 
i 
\ 
i 
i 
| 
i 
i 
| 
i 


‘of the Whole House, and ordered to be prin 


; without amendment, 
| trustees of the Me 


mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, reported 
a bill for the relief of Brown & Tarbox; which 
was read twice and committed to the committee 
ted. 

e same Committee, re- 


Mr. HEBARD, from th € 
S. Graham and Walter 


ported a bill to pay James n 

Finnall the sum therein named; which was read 
Committee of the 

and ordered to 


be printed. 


Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, from the Com- 


bia, reported back, 
Senate ‘bill to enable the 
thodist. Episcopal Church of 
District of Columbia, to hold 
said town, for the purpose 
h bill was read the third time 


Georgetown, in the 
certain property in 
therein stated; whic 


and passed. ; 
Mr. INGE, from the same committee, reported 


a bill to renew and continue in force the charter 
of the Potomac Insurance Gompany of George- 
town, in the District of Columbia; which was read 
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twice, referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. SAWTELLE, the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Claims was discharged from 
the farther consideration of the memorial of the 
citizens of North Carolina, praying for the pas- 
sage of a law to indemnify the citizens of that 
State who suffered by French. spoliations prior to 
1800; and it was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. S. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of the heirs of General Thomas 
Samter, late of South Carolina, deceased; which 
was read. twice, committed to the Committee of | 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and the 
bill and report accompanying were ordered to be 
printed, ; 

Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, from the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims, made an adverse 


réport ‘on the petition of Sarah Bowler, of New | 


York, praying indemnity for losses sustained by | 
her father by the depreciation of Continental mo- 
ney received in payment for his services. The 
report was ordered to Jie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. B. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of the legal representatives of | 
Colonel John Stone; which was read twice, re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole House, and, 
with the report accompanying, ordered to, be 
printed. 

Mr. MiLLSON, from the same committee, re- | 
ported a bill for the relief of the legal representa- | 
tives of Colonel Willis Riddick, deceased; which 
was read twice and referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House. 

Mr. MILLSON, from the same committee, 
made adverse reports jn the following cases, which | 
were ordered to lie on the table and be printed, viz: 

On the memorial of the heirs of Moses Mathews, | 
praying indemnity for property destroyed during | 
the war of the RéVolution. 

On the petition of Gideon Bentley, for compen- 
sation for his services as a minute-man during the 
war of the Revolution. 


CONTINGENT FUND. 

_. Mr. BISSELL, from the Committee on Public 
Expenditures, reported the following resolution, 
viz: ; 
__ Resolved, That five thousand copies of the report of the 
Clerk of this House, showing the disbursements out of the 
contingent fund for the year 1849, be printed for distribu- 
tion. 

The resolution having been read— 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, suggested that 
an amendment should be made to the resolution 
providing for the printing of the two reports of the 


Clerk of the House of Representatives of the |; 


Thirtieth Congress, in relation to the disposition 
of the contingent fund. He believed it would be | 
conceded that he (Mr. J.) was one of the number 
‘of those who were opposed to all unnecessary ex- | 
penditures of the public money; but this was a 
document which ought to be printed and placed in | 
the possession of the people. If gentlemen would 


On motion by Mr. SWEETSER, the Committee 
on Public Expenditures was discharged from the 
further consideration of the memorial of Wm. 
Wilson, of Connecticut, praying that the Protestant 
University of the United States be endowed with a 
srant of land; and it was referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. . A 

Mr: MORSE, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Richard 
H. Barrett, of Georgia, which was read twice and 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House, 

Mr. RUMSEY, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, was understood to have made an ad- 
verse report in a case—name not heard. 


THE CENSUS. 


Mr. HOUSTON sent to the Speaker’s chair a 
resolution, which was read, proposing that so 
much of the late annual message of the President 
as related to the taking of the census be referred to 
a select committee, to consist of five members. 

The resolution having been read— 

The SPEAKER said that it was not in order, 
the subject to which it related not being now before 
the House. That subject had been referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and was under its consideration. 

Mr. HOUSTON inquired of the Chair whether 
it was in order to move to refer so much of the 
message as related to this subject? 

Mr. VINTON suggested, that the gentleman 
might perhaps attain his object by moving first to 
‘discharge the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union from so much of the Presi- 
dent’s message as relates to the subject. 

The SPEAKER said, the motion could only be 
entertained by general consent. 

Mr. HOUSTON said, his only reason for offer- 
ing the resolution was that the subject might be 
acted upon promptly. Under the resolution of the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
(Mr. Barxy,] the subject had been referred to that 
committee. His (Mr. ae nole object was to 
accelerate action upon it. 


the Union be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of that portion of the President’s mes- 


at this time. 

Mr. BURT, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill to authorize the appoint- 
ment of four additional Commissaries of Subsist- 
ence; which was read twice, referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, from the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, reported a bill for the 
relief of John G. Wilkinson; which was read 
| twice, referred to the Committee of the Whole 
Honse, and, with the report accompanying, or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. S. also, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report in the case of Mrs. Janet H. De 
Kay; which was ordered to lie on the table and be 


look back to the two last general appropriation |; 


bills, it would be seen that the sum of about four 
hundred thousand dollars had been appropriated | 
for the contingent expenses of this House. 

Mr. WINTHROP rose to a point of order. He | 
believed, he said, that the rule of the House was | 
that the Committee on Printing should have charge | 
of propositions to print an extra number of a doc- | 
ument. | 

The SPEAKER said that the law required that | 
all propositions for printmg an extra number of | 
copies should be referred to the Committee on | 
Printing. | 

Mr. JOHNSON said, he so understood, but he | 
understood also that this resolution was before the | 
House for its adoption. 


Mr. WINTHROP submitted, moreover, that f 


no resolution providing for the printing of an extra 
number of copies (except of the President’s mes- | 
sage) could be acted upon on the same day on | 
which it was offered. i 

The SPEAKER said, no; if objection was | 


made to the consideration of the resolution it must | 


lie over. 


Mr. JOHNSON. The gentleman from Mas- | 


sachusetts (Mr. Winrnrop] does not want any | 
of his communications to be exposed; he saw tha 
I was marching up to it. I want to get at more of | 

` these communications if ] can. 
The resolution was laid over. fi 


printed, 

On motion by Mr. STANTON, the Committee 
on Naval Affairs was discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of Thomas G. Lay- 
ton, and it was referred to the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs. 

Also, from the further consideration of the peti- 
tion of James W. Low; and it was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. LEVIN asked the consert of the House to 
withdraw from the files the petition and papers in 
the case of Mary Reeside. 

Objection was made. 

On motion by Mr. BOYD, the Committee on 
‘Territories was discharged from the further con- 


i: sideration of a memorial from Ohio, in favor of 


making a grant of land to each of the free negroes 
| of the country; and it was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

On motion by Mr. BOYD, the said committee 
was discharged from the further consideration of a 
memorial in reference to Indian lands in Minne- 
sota; and it was referred to the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs. 

TERRITORIAL BUSINESS. 


Mr. BOYD asked leave to introduce a resolution 
providing that the 13th and 14th days of March 
next be set apart for the consideration of business 
relating to Oregon and Minnesota. 

Mr. EVANS, of Ohio, from the Committee on 


e moved, therefore, || 
i| that the Committee of the Whole on the state of 


sage. ; 
Mr. PRESTON KING objected to the motion 


Pensions, made an adverse report on the petition 
of Aaron Keeler for a pension; which was or- 
dered to lie on the table and be printed. 

On motion by Mr. WALDO, the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions was discharged: from the 
further consideration of the memorial of David 
Belding, the heir of Moses Belding, deceased; and 
it was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. . 

Mr. WALDO, from the same committee, made 
adverse reports in the following ‘cases, which were 
ordered to lie on the table and be'printed, viz: 

The petition of Daniel Story for a pension; 

The petition of John Guleck for alteration of 
the pension laws; 

The petition of Mirabel Chandler for arrears of 
pension; 

The petition of Catharine Claiborne, the widow 
of Major Richard Claiborne, for a pension. 

Mr. WALDO, from the same committee, re+ 
ported a bill granting a pension to Avery Downer, 
which was read twice, referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House, and, with the report accompa- 
nying, ordered to be printed, 

Mr. SACKETT, from the Committee on Revo- 
lationary Pensions, made adverse reports in the 
following cases, which were ordered to lie on the 
table and be printed, viz: 

On the petition of Elizabeth Patterson, the 
widow of James Patterson, deceased, praying for 
a pension for the revolutionary services of her late 
husband; and 

On the petition of Lawrence Wan Dyck, heir of 
Joachim Van Valkenburgh, deceased. 

Mr.SACKETT, also, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of Samuel Dewey; 
which was read twice, referred to the Committee 
of the Whole, and, with the report accompanying, 
ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. SACKETT, leave was granted 
to take from the files the papers in the case of 
Hector St. John Beatty; and they were referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. HAY, from the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions, reported the following bills, which were 
severally read twice, referred ‘to the Committee of 
the Whole House, and ordered to be printed, viz: 

A bill for thé relief of Henry T. Evans; 

A bill for the relief of George Cassady; 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin B. Smith; 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin F. Wesley. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report in the case of Abijah T. Bolton for 
a pension; and it was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. WALDEN, fromthe Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported the following bills, which were 
severally read twice, referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House, and ordered to be printed, viz: 

A bill for the relief of Lewis Hastings; 
` A bill for the relief of Eliphaz C. Brown; 

A bill for the relief of Camfield Averill. 

Mr. W., from the same committee, made ad- 
verse reports on the following cases, which were 
ordered to lie on the table and be printed, viz: 

On the petition of Walter Hatch, of Chatauque, 
New York, for arrears of pension; 

On the petition of William Roberts for a pen- 
sion; and 

On the petition of Marcus Spaulding, an invalid 
pensioner, for an increase of pension. 

Mr. AVERETT, from the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
William Stocum, of New York; which was read 
twice, referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House, and, with the report accompanying, or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. AVERETT also, from the same commit- 
tee, made adverse reports in the following cases, 
which were ordered to lie on the table and be 
printed. 

On the petition of March Flarrington; 

On the petition of Robert Rose, of Ohio; and 

On the petition of Samuel T. Winslow. 


On motion by Mr. FEATHERSTON, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers in the case of Col. 
W. Hopkins be taken from the files of the House and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, from the 
Committee on the Judiciary, made an adverse re- 
port on the memorial of the citizens of Cincinnati, 
praying for the passage ofa law to extend the juris- 
diction of the United States, in certain cases, over 
all the navigable lakes and rivers in the United 
States; and it was ordered to lie on the table. 
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Mr. SCHENCK, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill directing the Secretary of 
the Navy to purchase from -Professor James P. 
Espy his patent right. for the Conical Ventilator, 
for the use of the United States; which was read 
twice and referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, from the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, reported a bill for the 
benefit of Joseph D: Ward; which was read twice 
and referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House. 

Mr. LEFFLER, from the Committee on Inva- 
lid Pensions, reported-a bill for the relief of Skel- 
tog Felton; which was read twice and referred to 

_the Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. L. also, from the same committee, made an 
adverse report on-the petition of John Forrest for 
a:pension; which was ordered to lie on the table 
and be printed. 

On motion by Mr. MATTESON, it was or- 
dered that the petition and papers in the cases of 
Aaron Stafford, Henry N. Halstead, Warren 
Raymond, and Parmelia Slavin, be taken from 
the files and referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. ; 

‘On motion by Mr. MATTESON, the petition 
and papers of Gideon A. Perry were ordered to 
he taken from the files and returned to the peti- 
tioner. n 

On motion by Mr. WALLACE, it was ordered 
that the petitions and papers in the cases of Cap- 
tain Robert Wilson and, Daniel Carroll be taken 
from the files and referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. ROBBINS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill 
to connect Fort Mifflin with the main land, in accordance 
with the draft and cstimates made by Major Bache, now in 
the hands of Colonel Abert, Chief of the Topographical 
Bureau. 


EXPENSE OF COLLECTING THE REVENUE. 


Mr. BAYLY offered the following resolution: 


Resolved, That all debate in the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union on the joint resolution of 
the Senate, No. 1, limiting the cxpense of collecting the 
yevenue from customs for the present fiscal year, shall ccase 
at two o’elock on to-morrow, the 8th inst., (if the committee 
shall not sooner come to a conclusion upon the same ;) and 

“the committee shall then proceed to vate on such amend- 
ments as may be pending, or offered to the same, and shall 
then report it to the House, with such amendments as may 
have been agreed to by the committee. 


The resolution having been read— 

Mr. BAYLY demanded the previous ques- 
tion. 

There was a second, the main question was 
ordered, and (being taken) the resolutione was 
adopted. 

On motion by Mr. BAYLY, the House again 
resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole 
on the state ðf the Union, (Mr. Porter in the 
chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 
joint resolution “limiting the expense of col- 
jecting the revenue from customs for the present 
fiscal year,” and the amendment thereto pend- 


. 


ing. 

Mr. VINTON was entitled to the foor, but 
yielded for the moment to— - 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, who sent 
to the Speaker’s table an amendment, which he 
intended to offer. 

Mr. VINTON then resumed the floor, and ad- 
dressed the committee as follows: 

Mr. VINTON said, that the act of 3d March, 
1849, introduced a new system of paying for the 
expenses of collecting the revenue from the customs 
and the public lands. 

Before that law went into effect, the expenses of 
collecting the customs were paid by the collector 
out of the moneys received by him, and the residue 
or net income only found its way into the public 
Treasury. By the act passed in March last, all 
moneys received from the customs and from all 
miscellaneous sources are directed from and after 
the Ist of July, 1849, to be paid over into the 
Treasury; and it is made the duty of the Secretary 
of the "Treasury annually to submit estimates to 
Congress, to defray the expenses of collection, and 
on these estimates Congress is required to make 
specific appropriations to carry on this branch of 
the public service, which appropriations are drawn 
from the Treasury like all other moneys for other 
Departments of the Government. 

Every branch of the public service has been here- 


tofore provided for, and carried on, by means of 
what are usually denominated specific appropria- 
tions made by Congress from year to year}. in 
which, every head and item of expenditure comes 
annually under the review of Congress, and-such 
sum of money is appropriated for each ‘specific 
object as Congress may deem expedient. In this 
way, the whole expenditures of the public money 
come under the searching scrutiny of Congress, 


and it enables the legislative power to decide what 
yetrenchments or reformsare necessary in any de- 
‘partment of the Government. 

This has been the mode of appropriating for the 
Army, the Navy, the Judiciary, the Legislative 
and Post Office Departments. Till 1836 the Post 
Office was an exception to the general system, and 
its expenses were defrayed directly out of its in- 
come, without the money going into the Treasury. 
In that year this Department was subjected to 
specific appropriations, founded on detailed esti- 
mates from the Postmaster Genera] for that ser- 
vice. Since that time, the expense of the collec- 
tion of the customs and of the revenue from the 
public lands, has formed the only exception to this 
general system. The act of the 3d of March re- 
quiring the gross receipts of the customs and the 
public lands to be paid into the Treasury, and the 
expenses of managing them to be paid for by spe- 
cific appropriations, has reduced the whole publie 
expenditures to one uniform system. Itis a most 
valuable law, and ought to have been passed long 
ago, But while it brought the collections from the 
customs under the general system, the law pro- 
vided for an exception of a character that does not 
apply to any other branch of the public service, 
which is a provision that in no future year should 
the expenses of collecting the customs exceed the 
sum of $1,560,000. When we consider the grow- 
ing commerce of the country, the expansion of our 
settlements, and our new Territories to be settled, 
and the new and accumulated duties that are al- 
most every year devolved on the collection service, 
it is, in principle, just as absurd to impose such a 
limit on it as it would be to enact that in all time 
to come the expenses of the Army, the Navy, or 
the Post Office Department, should not exceed a 
specified amount, That limitation is now known 
to be insufficient, and Congress will be obliged im- 


| mediately to recede from it, or the most disastrous 


consequences will result from it, to the great detri- 
ment of the public interest. The joint resolution 


i| from the Senate now before us, and the amendment 


of it proposed by the Committee of Ways and 
Means, ail have for their object to modify the ef- 
fect of thati Imitation temporarily, and till the end 
of the present fiscal year, a litle more than four 
and a half months hence. The adoption of either 
will amount to substantially the same thing. In- 
stead of the sum of $1,560,000, the joint rés- 
olution proposes to appropriate for this year 
a sum equal to the expenses of collecting the 
customs in the fiscal year ending June 30th, 
-1848. Under an impression, which arose from 
an error hereafter explained, the Committee of 
Ways and Means—believing that the expenses 
of collections incurred in the first half of the 
present fiscal year had considerably exceeded 
half of the expenses of the year 1848, which 
were two millions one hundred and thirty-two 
thousand dollars, so as in fact, instead of leaving 
half of this sum, to put only eight hundred and 
forty thousand dollars at the disposal of the Treas- 
ury Department for the last half of this year— 
proposed the amendment now pending, which is, 
to allow for the expenses of the last half of this 
year asum equal to one half of the whole ex- 
penses of the year 1848. In the year 1848 the 
collection of the customs was confined to the At- 
lantic side of the continent. Since that we had 
added what will doubtless prove to be the very 
expensive districts of California and Oregon. The 


: effect of the resolutionas it came from the Senate, or 


i è : ittee 
of the amendment proposed by the Committee of | amount above stated, shal 


Ways and Means, would be, to compel a curtail- 
ment of the expenses for the residue of the year 
by a sum equal to all of the expenses incurred on 
the Pacific coast. 

The amendment now offered by me proposes to 
except California and Oregon, so as to give the 
same sum for the Atlantic service that was ex- 
pended in the same district of country two years 
ago. And the immediate question now before the 
committee is, whether the exception that I pro- 


pose shall be made. Before proceeding to discuss 


this proposition, I will answer a question that per- 
haps every gentleman has already put to himself: 
Why was this limitation. on the éxpenditure in- 
grafted on the act of 3d March tast? With your 
permission, I will give its “history, When the 


| tarif bill of 1846 was under ‘the ‘consideration of 


the Committee of Ways and Means, the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury wrote’a letter to their chair- 
man, from which I will ask the Clerk to read so 
much as relates to the expenses of collecting the 
revenues from the customs, It bears date on the 
23d of February, 1846, and is as follows: 


“Tn comptiance with your request, I'send you the detailed 
estimates under the proposed bill for reducing the duties 
heretofore transmitted. The net revenue: is estimated at 
$23,927,493—the expenses of collection at $1,515,605, being 
$53786,4 less than the Jast fiscal year, notwithstanding the 
supposed increase of importation, but under ‘the proposed 
bill that reduction of expenditures can and will be effected 
by this Department.” 


The committee will notice, that the Secretary 
uses the very strong and positive language, that if 
his proposed tariff bill was passed, that reduction 


ican and will be effected by this Department. 


On the 16th of the next month, Mr. Walker 
again called the attention of the Committee of 
Ways and Means to this subject, in a letter to 
their chairman, which is as follows’: 

“Sır: In my letter of the 23d. of February last to you, 

the statement was made, that the expense of collecting the 
revenue could be reduced 537,864 below the expenditures 
of the last fiscal year. T'o msure this result, I respectfully 
recommend that a clause ‘be inserted in the new qarit? bill 
limiting the expenses of collecting the ‘revenue under that 
bill to a sum not exceeding G1,520,000. 7? 
«Phe sam expended in collecting ‘the revenue is now 
almost exclusively within the discretion of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, te, payments are frequently made merely 
upon his written order, without the intervention of those 
checks appertaining to the liquidation of other accounts, 
and the payments are not regulated by specific appropria- 
tions made by Jaw, as in other cases. In my opinion, the 
expenses incident to the collection of the revenue should 
be regulated by specific appropriations, and the payments 
made subject to the checks applicaple to the setilement of 
other accounts. . This great reform can only be introduced 
by the legisiation of Congress; butif you think proper to 
require the coöperation of this Department, it will be cheer- 
fully granted.” ý% 


The committee will bear in mind that the two 
objects proposed to be accomplished by the Sec- 
retary in this letter were, the saving of expenses in 
the collection of the revenue, and to provide for 
them by specific appropriations. To effect this lat- 
ter object, he proffers his aid to the committee. dt 
is hardly necessary to say, that the Commitee of 
Ways and Means were in favor of reforms so 
very desirable. He was informed by the chair- 
man that his recommendations met the approba- 
tion of the committee; and on the 25th day of 
May following he addressed another letter to the 
chairman, as follows: 

‘¢Sir: Having been informed by you that the: suggestions 
made in my letter of the 16th of March last, so tar as Feo 
garded the limitation of the expenses incident to the,col- 
jection of the revenue, and the regulation of the same by 
Jaw, met the approbation of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, I enclose a provision for carrying the suggestions 
imo effect. 

This provision, it is believed, should be appended as & 
new section to the bill reported by the committee for re- 
ducing the duties on imports. If that bill should not be- 
come a law, and the provisions of the present tariff remain 
unaltered, the expenses incident to the collection of the rev- 
enue, inelnding drawbacks, fishing bounties, and allow- 
ances, cannot with safety be Jimited to the sum now pro- 
posed by tbis Department.” 


The provision which he inclosed in that letter to 
carry into effect his, former recommendations, 
and which he desired should be ingrafted upon 
the tariff bill then pending, was in these words? 

t Be it further enacted, That the amount to be disbursed in 
payment of the expenses incidental to the collection of ihe 
revenue shall not exceed in the whole, for the fiseal year 
ending the 30th of June, 1847, or tor any fiscal year succeed- 
ing, the sum of one million five hundred and twenty hois 
sand dollars, and that the Secretary of the Treasuary shalt 
have full power to diminish any branch or iten of said ex- 


t 


| gross 


penditures so as to bring the aggregate anjount. within the 
limitation above mentioned; aud that hereafter the wholes 
amount of the public moneys by whomsoever received 
or collected shall be paid into the ‘Treasury, and all expenses 
incident to the collection of the revenue, not exceeding the 
} be paid outrof any moneys in the 


Treasury not otherwise appropriated, and the accounts 
thereof shall be rendered to the proper accounting officers 
of the Treasury for adjastnient by them? 

It is hardly necessary to say, that this proposi- 
tion was a total departure from his recommenda- 
tion tò provide for the expenses of collection by 
specific appropriations, to effect whieh, he had prof- 
fered his aid to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. Specific appropriations would have 
brought every branch of the collection service 
under the review of Congress, and enabled it te 
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decide where and to what extent reductionsand re- 
trenchment should be made. Instead of that, how- 
ever, the proposition sent to the committee to be 
incorporated in the tariff bill, proposed to put the 
public money at his command by a standing and 

ermanent indefinite appropriation, and would, had 
it become a law, have armed the Secretary of the 
Treasury with absolute power. He might have 
abolished collection districts, cut down all allow- 
ances provided for by law, and scattered the whole 
collection system to the winds, if he had been so 
disposed. Thé tariff bill became a law; but it is 
scarcely necessary to add, that this proposition was 
not ingrafted upon it. TheSecretary seems to have 
imagined that the new tariff law would, in some 
way, cause a great reduction in the expenses of col- 
lection; but he does not explain how. The new 
tariff Jaw went into operation on the lst December, 
1846. In his annual report to Congress, made in that 
month, he seems to have passed over the subject of 
the reduction of the expenses of collecting the reve- 
nue, under the new tariff, without notice. The act 
had become a law but a few days before, and of 
course he had not had time to make those savings 
which he seems to have thought could be effected 
under the new tariff. Having got the new law into 
operation, the Secretary applied himself to the busi- 
ness of reducing the expenses of collection. I have 
no doubt he was sincerely desirous of success. A 
year passed away, during which time he had 
ample opportunity to study and understand the 
working of his favorite system of ad valorem du- 
ties, and to apply to it all the retrenchment of ex- 
pense which was practicable. In his annual report 
on the state of the finances presented in December, 
1847, he made the following important announce- 
ment to Congress, to which 1 beg leave to call the 
particular attention of the committee. He says: 

Diminishing expenses being one of the best means of 
improving the finanees, the charges of collecting the revenue 
from eustoms have heen carefully exaniined, and every 
retrenchment made compatible with the public interest. 
The saving thus effected, notwithstanding the vast increase 
of business, will amount, it is believed, to nearly $500,000 
per annum; not by reducing wages or reasonable compen- 
gation, but by dispensing with every officer or agent not ab- 
solutely reqnired for the public service; hy curtailing the 
expense of the revenue marine; by introducing a more rigid 
and perlectsystem of accountability; by classifying the ex- 
pees and arranging. them in tables under distinet 

eads; and above all, by subjecting them to the same checks, 
undrrthe supervision of the accounting officers of the Tieas- 
ury,as apply to appropriatious made by law, in regard to 
which Congress will, no doubt, be guided by that wise and 
enlightened economy so important at this time to the main- 
tenance of the publie credit.” 

Now this is not a commnnication to Congress 
of what he proposed to do, but a statement of 
what he had actually done; that he had made every 
retrenchment compatible with the public interest, 
by dispensing with every officer or agent not ab- 
solutely required for the public service; by cur- 
tailing the expenses of the revenue marine, &c. 
This report was referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. Afterwards, a bill was re- 
ferred by the House to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, on the motion of a gentleman not now 
a member of the House, {Mr. McRay,] then a 
member of the committee, and which provided 
that the gross revenue should be paid into the 
Treasury, and the expenses of collection paid for 
out of specific appropriations founded on esti- 
mates to be furnished by the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury—and limited the expenditures to the maximum 
sum of fifteen hundred and sixty thousand dollars. 
This sum was arrived at by deducting half a mil- 
lion of dollars from the expenses of collection in the 
previous fiscal year. The statement of the Secre- 
tary of what he had done in the way of retrench- 
ment was received and acted upon by the commit- 
tee as a fact officially verified. | The bill passed 
the House about the middle of March, 1847, and 
remained in the Senate till the middle of August, 
when, on the adjournment of Congress, it wag 
left in that body among its unfinished business. 
It remained in that body til the last day of the 
Jast session, when it was passed there, with some 


amendments of dates to adapt it to the year that ! 


had expired since it left the House. These amend- 


ments were agreed to, in the confusion and haste | 


that always attend the close of the session, with- 
outattracting any particular attention; certain it is 
that I do not reeallect anything about it. It will be 
borne in mind that Mr. Secretary Walker made 
this report to Congress in the last month of the 
second quarter of the fiscal year which ended on 


the 30th of June 1848. When, at the end of that |} 


year, the expenses of collection. came to be footed 
up, it turned out that, notwithstanding every re- 
trenchment had been made by him compatible 
with the public interest, and every officer and 
agent dispensed with, not absolutely required for 
the public service, instead of a reduction of half a 
million, the actual expenses of that year went be- 
yond those of the preceding year some seventy 
thousand dollars. : i 

The design.and policy of this law was to require 
that all the moneys collected for the Government 
should be paid into the treasury and accounted 
for, and that none should be paid out without the 
consent of Congress specially given. H is, as I 
have already said, a wise law, and ought to have 
been passed long ago. But the facts which Í have 
stated prove conclusively that the limitation on the 
expenditures to the sum of $1,560,000 per annum, 
was incorporated into the bill in consequence of 
a mistake into which the Secretary had fallen in 
assuming that he had made a reduction in the ex- 
pense of collection, which the sequel showed he 
had not made, and could not make. I have not 
gone through with this detail of facts for the pur- 
| pose of assailing the late Secretary; very far from 
that; but for the purpose of vindicating myself as 
one of the Committee of Ways and Means who 
agreed to this limitation, from any imputation of 
having acted in the matter without reliable in- 
formation to stand upon. To say or insinuate 
here that Mr. Walker had communicated to Con- 
gress officially a fact which he knew to be untrue, 
would be to charge him with a high crime and 
misdemeanor. So far from that, I believe he was 
sincerely devoted to the public service, and | have 
no doubt he honestly believed this statement in his 
report to be correct. When he stated he had 
made this great reduction of near half a million, 
he did not intend to deceive Congress, but was 
himself deceived as to the result of his attempt at 
retrenchment, 

I have gone through with this narrative, also, 
for the purpose of showing the true circumstances 
in which the present Secretary took possession of 
this branch of the public service. From which it 
must be apparent that every charge brought against 
the present incumbent for not effecting reductions 
will recoil with equal and even greater force on 
his predecessor. But the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means comments in pretty 
strong terms on the supposed extraordinary ex- 
penditures of the present Secretary, in the first 
half of the present fiscal year over past expenses. 

I admit, Mr. Chairman, that the facts in the 
possession of that gentleman, at the time he made 
his specch, justified him in saying that the ex- 
penses of this branch of the service had been in- 
i creased in the first half of the year. At the same 
time, I trust, it is in my power to show. that, in 
fact, there has been no real increase of expense, but 
only a nominal increase, growing out of the new 
system of keeping the accounts at the Treasury, 
to adapt them to the change made in the very law 
we now have under consideration. Under the 
old system, all the moneys collected by the Gov- 
ernment officers, for storage, cartage, &c., were 

aid out again by the collector without being paid 
into the Treasury. The deficiency only, that is 
to say, such sum only as the receipts fromstorage, 
|| cartage, &c., fell short of paying for this head of 
service, was paid out of the Treasury. And the 
deficiency so paid at the Treasury was all of 
the expense which the Treasury accounts showed 
to have been incurred for this purpose. 

Since the act of the 3d of March last went 
|| into effect, and for the first half of the present year, 
all the money received by the collector for storage, 
cartage, &c., is paid over into the Treasury, and 
i the whole pay is drawn out of the Treasury to 
i| meet these expenses. Now Iam informed, that 
|; the amount of storage, cartage, &c., is very large 
—some two hundred and fifty or three hundred 
‘| thousand dollars. All that is paid out for these 
objects, I have already said, now appears in 
the Treasury accounts as expense ; but to get at 
the true comparison of expense between this year 
and the preceding year, the sums received into 
i| the Treasury the present year must be deducted 
| from the charge against the item. Taking out 
ii that and the supposed increase of warehousing 
: expenses, and the estimated expenses for Cali- 
| fornia, and the expenses of collection this year 
|| are so far no greater, and probably less than last 
year. On the morning after the joint resolution 


I 
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had passed the Senate and come to the House, the 
Secretary of the Treasury had directed the clerk 
having charge of this branch of the expenditures 
to furnish him with a statement of the expenses 

of collecting the revenue in the first half of the 
year, so that he might bee how much the resolu- 
tion left at his disposal for the second half.’ The 
clerk gave to the Secretary a true statement, with- 
out adverting to the fact that this change had 
taken place in regard to this item of expenditure; 
nor do I know whether the clerk knew it was the 
Secretary’s object to get a comparative statement. 
Be that as it may, the statement was taken as the 
true amount of expense for the first half of the 
year. Taking the sum of twelve hundred and 
ninety-four thousand dollars, which thus ap- 
peared to have been expended in the first half 
of this year, from the whole expense in 1848, 

left only about the sum of eight hundred and forty 
thousand dollars for the residue of. the year. 

The Secretary addressed a note to the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, ‘informing 
him how much had been expended, and how 
much would remain under the Senate’s resolution 

subject to his command; and upon that note the 

amendment reported by the committee was predi- 
cated, and had for its object to give him a sum for 
the second half of this year equal to one half of 
the whole expense of the year 1848. Now, I 

sappose that I might have known that the law re- 

quired this change, but it did not occur to me any 

more than to the Secretary; and I presume it did 

not occur to the- chairman, for if so, his frankness 

and candor would have induced him to state it, 

instead of complaining of an actual increase of ex- 
penditure. I thought the chairman in his speech 

showed pretty clearly that there had been an in- 
crease. | called on the Secretary for information. 

I knew that since the year 1844 there had been 

no increase of the number of inspectors except a 
few added by Jaw, perhaps, in 1846, to the num- 
ber in New Orleans. I found, on inquiry, that the 

increase in the pay or emoluments of those em- 

ployed in that branch of the service would amount 

to a very inconsiderable part ofsuch an increase— 
in fact almost a trifle. I requested that the items: 
of the accounts of the first half of this year and of 
the first half of the last year might be reviewed 

and compared, as it was certain. that would show. 
where the increase was, and probably lead to a 
clue to explain what was wanted. It so turned 

out; the large item of expense, for storage, cart- 
age, &c., charged the first half of this year, com- 

pared with the corresponding period of last year, 

explained the whole difference. It also serves to 

explain the increased estimated expense for the 

next fiscal year, of which the chairman also com- 

plained. The expense of that year is estimated 

at twenty-seven hundred and fifty thousand dol- 

lars. Now, if to the sum of two millions two 

hundred thousand, which were the expenses in 

1848-9, there be added for storage, cartage, &c., 

say two hundred and fifty thousand; for the 

expenses in California two hundred and fifty 

thousand; and fifty thousand for increase of ware- 

housing by the Government, if that be not dis- 

pensed with; and for increase of business in new 

districts likely to be established at the present ses- 

sion,—-and we have the sum of twenty-seven hun- 

dred and fifty thousand dollars, without there be- 
ing, in fact, any increase of expenditure in the.old 

service, 

(Mr. DISNEY here inquired what amount was 
„paid out for storage in the first half of this year, 
and what in the first half of the last. 

Mr. VINTON said (in reply) that he was in- 
formed that the amount paid out in the first half 
of this year was about one hundred eighty-one 
thousand dollars, and the amount paid out in the 
corresponding period last year about seventy-nine 
thousand.] 

Mr. V. resumed, and said that he thought the 
explanation now given would be satisfactory, and 
therefore he should bestow no further remarks 
upon it, but pass to another topic. 

Mr. BAYLY here said that if he [Mr. Virrox] 
had anything further to say on that topic, he 
wished him to say it now, as he [Mr. B.] should 
dispute his conclusion. 

Mr. VINTON said, if the gentleman could not 
understand what he had now said, he despaired of 
enlightening him; that any one might deny that a 
twelve o’clock sun shined, and call for proof. 

I will now, Mr. Chairman, ask the attention of 
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the committee for a short time to the particular 
proposition offered by me, that is, to except Cali- 
fornia and Oregon from being included in the sum 
allowed, so as to make the resolution a provision 
for the Atlantic service only. And in the frst | 
place, from what I have already said, I shall as- 
sume that there can be no material reduction in 
the expenses of the service here without serious 
injury to the commerce of the country, and also to 
the revenue. There is in California and Oregon a 
State of things that is above and stronger than all 
our laws—we cannot control it, if we would. We 
shall be obliged, during the present excited state’ 
there, to take the Pacific service out of our general 
system. For nothing can be plainer than that if 
we attempt to limit the service there to the same 
compensation we give here, the result will be that 
the custom-houses there will be shut up, and we | 
shall get no revenue at all. If the Pacific service 
be not excepted, then a reduction must be made 
here on the Atlantic equal to the whole expense 
there. Now who can undertake-to tell what that 
will be? Can the chairman or any one else doit? 
I answer no. Besides, an inborn sense of justice 
in the bosom of every man tells him, that ifa duty 
be imposed on a public officer, he ought to know 
with a reasonable certainty the extent of that duty. | 

How much shall the Secretary retrench here to | 

_ make good the expense there? If he reduce too 
much, he will be charged with having done a 
wanton injury to the public service; if too little, 
then he will be assailed because he did not do 
what the law commanded. Besides, what direc- 
tions or. orders can he convey to California after 
this resolution shall pass in time to be of any 
avail to him in this business of reduction, much 
less can he get any information from there. Let | 
the service go on here on the Atlantic for the next | 
four or five months to the end of this year, as it 
always has been conducted; and in the meantime | 
Congress can take up and act on the estimates for | 
the next year, and decide on what basis to es- 
tablish the service. The whole amount involved 
in this resolution is the difference of expense on 
the footing it has always stood upon, and that 
which will be saved in a half year by this new | 
forced system of reduction. It must at best be 
but avery small saving. It is in very treth the | 
farce of ‘ much ado about nothing,’ while, from | 
what I am told of the effects of*what has already 
been done to the merchants and business men of 
the country, it is to them a veritable tragedy. I 
rely, sir, upon the good sense of the committee to | 
adopt the amendment now proposed. 

I now pass for a moment to another topic. It 
never was the intention of the act of the 3d of 
March last, that the Secretary of the Treasury 
should undertake to revise the collection service. 
He is only to. submit detailed estimates, and it is 

` the proper business of Congress to make such re- 
forms as it may deem politic and expedient; but 
in consequence of this limitation of the expendi- 
tures having taken effect, and Congress having 
delayed to do anything, he has been reluctantly 
compelled to cut down the service far below its in- |; 
dispensable wants. be 

Everything has been thrown into confusion in 
New York, and in the other great commercial | 
cities. A day or two since I saw the collector for | 
the city of New York, who gave me a full and 


detailed account of the effect already produced in | 


the businéss community there; and without going | 
into any repetition of his statements, which my 
time will not allow, the result of it was an expres- 
sion of a firm conviction in his mind, which he 
authorized me to’state on this floor, that if matters 
were left there in their present plight for a twelve 
month, it would be attended with a loss of rev- 
enue to the Government of more than ‘a million 
of dollars. He stated that markers had been dis- 
pensed with; that goods were obliged to be taken 
at their invoice; that instead of being able to com- 
ply with the law whith requires one or more in- 
spectors to be placed on each vessel, that in some 
instances one inspector was obliged to have the |; 
charge of several. Now, this leads directly to en- 
courage importations with false invoices, to smug- 
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gling, and all sorts of frauds, 
use of your collection districts, whose only office 
is to prevent smuggling, and which collect little or 
no revenue, if you open a so much better door for 
it in the city of New York, or in Boston? In re- 
gard to this crime, our people have thus far been 
proverbially « moral community; but, sir, if you 
once open a door for it, and force them into smug- 
gling—if they once taste the sweets of an illicit 
trade, and the public mind be thereby demoralized, 
you may not find ita very easy thing to eradicate 
it here more than elsewhere. Sir, I warn you 
against that. i 

But I must hasten to another topic. The chair- 
mah of the Committee of Ways and Means, to 
avoid the effect of the objection, that the Secretary 
of the Treasury ought not to undertake this sys- 
tem of retrenchment, because in his action hemust 
confine himself to those parts.of the service over 
which he has a discretion, and cannot change or 
abolish those parts of it which are established by 
law, while Congress has power over all—contro- 
verts this position, and maintains, that sincé the 
| act of the 3d of March last limits the expenditure 

to $1,560,000, that therefore, by necessary impli- 
cation, he has a power over the whole service, ag 
well that regulated by statute as that confided to 
his discretion. Speaking of salaries, he says: ‘J 
t know it is supposed he cannot touch these. It is 
‘said their salaries are regulated by law. Ido 
‘not concur.in this opinions When the law of the 
‘3d of March, 1849, passed, requiring the Treas- 
tury Department to reduce the expenses of col- 
‘lecting the revenue to $1,560,000, it necessarily 
‘gave the Secretary the authority to do it. His 
‘discretion as to the mode of reduction was un- 
‘limited.’ 

Mr. BAYLY requested Mr. Vinron to read the 
| next paragraph, which he did. 
Mr. V. ‘ Suppose (continues Mr. Barry) the 
| ‘salaries of all the officers of the customs had 

‘been fixed by law prior to the 3d of March, 
©1849, could it be said therefore that it was inop- 
‘erative? That the last law would be controlled 
‘and modified by those which preceded it?” 

Mr. VINTON said, this sounded as though 
we were back again under the old dispensation. 
It had been the fashion for many years past 


Executive authority—freely to claim for the Exec- 
utive legislative powers, and still more freely to 
exercise them. He had hoped to hear no more 
of this—that the change of Administration, if it 
did nothing else, would leave Congress to enjoy 
unmolested its proper function of legislation, 
and that control over the policy of the country 
which the Constitution vested in this department 
of the Government. Sir, the Secretary is to lay 
estimates before Congress, and they are to make 
the appropriations. To assume that this limitation 
unsettles the whole system of laws regulating the 
collecting service is to beg the question. If, as 
the gentleman says, his discretion be unlimited as 
to the mode of reduction of the expense, and gave 


that time, what is there to hinder him from getting 


iat the reduction in a much shorter and more ef- 


fective way? Out of the 110 or 112 collection dis- 


| tricts in this country, there are something like 


ninety of them that in the aggregate collect but 
little more revenue than to pay the expense of 
maintaining them. Suppose the Secretary puts 
his hand on them and abolishes the whole of them 
—or, what is more, in the exercise of this pretend- 
ed unlimited authority, he should abolish the dis- 
trict of New York itself: This would bring him 
down to the limit ata single blow. All of these 
are established by prior laws. Ifa district be pro- 
tected from the hand of the Secretary, is it not be- 
because it is established by law? 
be established by law, does it rest on any other or 
less solid foundation? 

Mr. BAYLY here inquired how many of these 
officers had salaries, and said he would show very. 
few of them had them. 

Mr. VINTON said that some of them had 
salaries, and others had fees fixed by law; and: 


3 


What, sir, is the 


to set up extravagant constructions in favor of 


him control over all salaries fixed by law before |! 


And if a salary | 


that where a fee was fixed by law, it could. no 
more be touched than a salary.’ But, sir, I am 
discussing a question of principle and power, start- 
ed by the gentleman. - What has it to do with the 
| question of power, whether.there-are few or many 
| cases falling within it? 

, The gentleman undertook to show that the col= 
lection service in this country was extravagant 
compared with the cost of like service in other 
countries. He drew a comparison in particular 
between this country and Great Britain. Hecom- 
plains especially of New York, where the expense 
of collection is only about four per cent. hat 
will the gentleman do (if the rate of expenditure 
is to be the criterion to decide whether the service 
be economical or not) with nearly every district 
south of the Potomac? In Mobile, Savannah, 
Norfolk, Richmond, in Virginia, the expense of 
collection is nearly or quite equal to one-half of 
Fall the money collected. What will he do with 
the Cherrystone district, in which, [ believe, the 
gentleman lives, and where the expense of collec- 
tion, instead of being four per cent. as in New. 
York, is two or three hundred per cent. on the 
amount collected? " 

The gentleman says, the expense of collection 
in the United Kingdom is only 5 11-20 per cent. 
L have here at my table the British financial ac- 
counts for the year ending January 5ih, 1848, the 
year cited by him. I find on looking into it he 
has fallen into a mistake; that in that country 
there isa more minute or larger classification of 
expenses than with us; and that under the head 
of expenses of collecting the revenue from customs 
they do not embrace all the charges that fall under 
that head in this country; and that if you include 
there all the expenses charged here, the expense of 
collection there would not probably fall short of 
seven and a half per cent. I doubt whether there is 
any country where the service is done cheaper 
than here. x 

Mr. BAYLY here requested Mr. Vinton to 
name one item charged to the expense of the col- 
lection service: here, and not charged under that 
head there. i 

Mr. VINTON said, that head in Great Britain 
did not embrace their warehouse expenses, which 
that year were some one hundred and sixty odd 
thousand pounds, he believed. One of Mr. Walk- 
er’s letters; which was read at the Clerk’s desk, 
shows that to this head in this. country, fishing 
bounties, drawbacks, and allowances are charged. 
But the book I now hold in my hand shows a sim- 
| ilar list of payments there, which are not included 
| under the head of expenses of collecting the reve- 
nue. Besides, let it be bórne'in mind, when we 
make the comparison between the two countries, 
that in the United Kingdom in the year ending 
in January, 1848, the gross revenue from cus- 
toms was, when converted into our currency, ` 
equal to about one hundred and six millions of 
dollars, while our customs yielded not to exceed 
| one-third of that amount. Now it is perfectly ap- 
| parent, that if in our present districts one hundred 
and six millions of dollars were collected, the rate 
of the expenses of collection would be greatly re- 
duced; and hence in London, where most money 
j is collected in England, the rate of cost is the least, 
and for the same reason New York costs the least 

er cent. of any district in this country. 

{Here Mr. Vixron’s hour expired] 

Mr. VINTON, before the close of his argu- 
ment, was cut off by the expiration of the allotted 
hour. . ; 

Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, moved that 
the gentleman have leave to close his:remarks, 

Mr. BAYLY hoped the permission would be 


lowed. 
Ve The CHAIR said it could only be granted by 


unanimous consent. 

A brief conversation followed. 

Objection was made. 

So Mr. Vinton was not allowed ta proceed. 
l| - Mr. JONES then obtained the floor. He said 
l he was not vain enough to think that he could 
throw any additional light upon the subject now 
under the consideration of the committee; but, 
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being. a member of the committee to which this || 


joint resolution from the Senate had been referred, 
and: differing from. nearly, if not from every one 
of the other members of that committee, as to the 
necessity for the adoption of the resolution, he had 
sought, and had had the good fortune to obtain the 
floor, for the purpose ef making a few. remarks in 
explanation of the position which he occupied in 
relation to the subject. 

It would be recollected that, prior to. the 3d of 
March, 1849, when the act referred to in this dis- 
cussion had been. pagsed, the net revenue from 
customs was always paid into the. Treasury. of 
the United States; that the commissions, fees, and 
compensations of the various officers engaged in 
its collection, were retained by these officers, and 
that the balance was paid into the Treasury. 

By the first section of the act of the 3d of March, 
1849, the entire receipts from customs—the gross 
amount received therefrom—were required to be 
paid into the Treasury of the United States, with- 
out abatement on any account whatsoever. The 
second section of that act made an indefinite ap- 
propriation out of the moneys thus paid into the 
Treasury for payments of debentures and draw- 
backs. i 

The joint resolution now before the committee 
was based, in part, upon the third section of the 
act, and in part upon the fourth section. The 
third section of the act provides “that it shail be 
the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to sub- 
mit to Congress, at the commencement of the next 
regular session, estimates of appropriations which 
may be required to provide for the expenses of 
collecting the revenue. from customs, and also fram 
the public lands, for the second half of the next 
fiscal year, and separate estimates for the same 
purpose for the year ending 30th June, 1850, and 
similar estimates from year to year thereafter.” 

Now, (Mr. J. proceeded,) if the law had stopped 
‘here, there would have been no means by which 
the Secretary of the Treasury could have paid the 
compensation due to the various officers engaged 
in the collection of the customs. But the fourth 
section of the act goes on and provides that ‘so 
much money as may be necessary to pay the ex- 
penses of collectors referred to in the next pre- 
ceding section, including the first half of the next 
‘fiscal year, and until specific appropriations for the 
objects shall be made by Congress, be and the 
same are hereby appropriated outyof any money 
in the Treasury to be expended after the 30th 
June, 1849, under the direction of the Secretary 
thereof, conformably to law and regulation.” 

If this section had stopped here, (Mr. J. pro- 
ceeded,) we would not have heard of this joint res- 
olution. There would have been no necessity 
for it. But there was a proviso to that section, 
which was in the following words: 

% Provided, That the expenses of collecting the revenue 
from castoms shall not thereafter exceed the sum of one 
million five hundred and sixty thousand dollars per annum, 
together with such sums as under the law are paid into the 
‘Treasury, for drayage, cartage, labor, and storage, and in 
proportion for a less tine. 

Thus it was provided, (Mr. J. continued,) that 
thereafter the expenses of collecting the customs 
should not exceed the sum of one million five hun- 
dred and sixty thousand dollars. To what period 
of time did the word “ thereafter” refer—to what 
part of the bill did that word apply? To the first 

` section, which required the gross amount to be 
paid into the Treasury? Fle thought not. To the 
second section, which made an indefinite ap- 
propriation for debentures and drawbacks? That, 

e thought, could not be possible. Nor did he 
think that it applied to the third section, which 
provided that, for the second half of the next fiscal 
year, the Secretary of the Treasury should submit 


specific estimates for appropriations for these ex- jj 


penses, and specific estimates for appropriations for 
each year thereafter. 
was made for the first half of the current fiscal 
year. But was that all that this indefinite appro- 
priation covered? No. By the terms of the fourth 
section, that indefinite appropriation was made to 
cover not only the first half of the present fis- 
cal year, but until such time as Congress should 
make specific appropriations. In his opinion, 
then, and he spoke with great deference to higher 
authority, the term “thereafter,” in the proviso 
to the fourth section, could refer only to that point 
of time contemplated in that section when Con- 


gress should make specific appropriations; and |! 


The indefinite appropriation | 


when such specific appropriations should be made, 
this proviso limiting the amount paid for the col- 
lection of the revenue was to come into operation. 


surplusage in the law, at the time it was placed 
there. How did it come there? - Was it placed 
there. for the limitation of the Secretary of the 
Treasury? If that had been so, and if, as some 
gentlemen contended, it was to operate upon the 
first half of the present fiscal year, and if the ex- 
penses of collecting the revenue for the year com- 
mencing the first of July, 1849, and ending the 
30th of June, 1850, were to be limited to one mil- 
lion five hundred and sixty. thousand dollars, a 
very few and simple words would have supplied 
the place of the entire: section. All that need to 
have been done, was to declare that for the ex- 
penses of collecting the revenue from customs for 
the next fiscal year, the sum of one million five 
hundred and sixty thousand dollars be and -the 
same is hereby appropriated. That would have 
been the whole clause. 

But how did this proviso get into the bill? The 
bill was passed by the House of Representatives 
of the 30th Congress. At the first session of that 
Congress it was sent to the Senate, where it re- 
mained until the last day of the last session, when 
it was passed and received the approval of the 
President. 

Again: If ke was not mistaken, the bill was the 
work of General McKay, formerly a member of 
this House, and then a member of its Committee 
of Ways and Means—a vigilant, and faithful, and 
efficient representative, whose sleepless watchful- 
ness ever guarded the interests of the country and 
particularly the public Treasury. Why was it 
that the framer of the bill putin this proviso? It 
was upon the recommendation, or rather upon the 
Jetter of Secretary Walker, who probably did not 
upon all occasions come up in practice to his theo- 
ries upon paper. By reference to the annual re- 
port of that officer, at the commencement of the 
first session of the 30th Congress, it would be 
seen that Mr. Walker held the following language: 

“Diminishing expenses being one of the best means of 
improving the finances, the charges of collecting the rev- 
enue from customs have been carefully examined, and every 
retrenchment made compatible with the public interests.” 

Now; (Mr. J. continued,) the late Secretary 
did not tell Congress that these expenses could be 
diminished—but he said they had been diminished, 
and every retrenchment had been made which 
was compatible with the public interests. The 
saving thus effected,” (the Secretary continued) 
“notwithstanding the vast increase of business, will 
amount, it is believed, to nearly five hundred thou- 
sand dollars per annum; not by reducing wages or 
reasonable compensation, but by dispensing with 
every officer or agent not absolutely required for 
the public service; by curtailing the expenses of 
the revenue marine; by introducing a more rigid 
and perfect system of accountability ; by classify- 
ing the expenditures and arranging them in tables 


them to.the same checks under the supervision of 
the accounting officers of the Treasury as apply to 
appropriations made by law in regard to which 


and enlightened economy so important at this 
time to the maintenance of the public¢redit.”’ 
Here (Mr. J. continued) we had the explicit 
declaration from Mr. Walker, that the retrench- 
ments which had been made were compatible with 
the public interests, and that the expenses had 
been reduced nearly half a million of dollars. By 
reference to the preceding year it would be found 
that these expenses amounted to about two mil- 
lions two hundred thousand dollars. Deducting 
this half million, (the amount by which the See- 
retary said these expenses had been reduced,) the 
committee which reported the bill arrived, he (Mr. 
J.) supposed, at this sum of one million five hun- 
dred and sixty thousand dollars; and that he sup- 
| posed to be the reason of the insertion of the pro- 
viso here—certainly not to limit the Secretary of 


| the Treasury—but, as the Secretary had himself 
| said that he had made these reductions, Congress 
| inserted this limit here more as a direction to fu- 
pie Congresses rather than to the Secretary him- 
| self. 

| By reference to the same section, he (Mr. J.) 
| thought it was clear that Congress did no®intend 
to limit the appropriations, or make any specific 
appropriations for the first half of the fiscal year 


For his own part, he thought it unnecessary—mere | 


under distinct heads;and, above all, by subjecting’ 


Congress will no doubt be guided by that wise | 


after the passage of the act. Why? Because 
Congress would mot be in session, and could not, 
therefore, have before them the specific estimates 
required before the close, or nearly the close 
of the first half of the fiscal year. QYongress, 
therefore, required the Secretary of ‘the Treasury 
to submit, at the commencement of the following 
Congress, specific. estimates for the expenses of 
collecting. the revenue for the second half of the 
fiscal year. Congress would meet about the first 
of December, and. the second half of the fiscal 
year would commence on the first of January. 
Butit might happen that Congress would not be 
very prompt in passing a law founded upon such 
specilic estimates, and consequently an indefinite 
sum—as much as was requisite—was appropriated 
out of the Treasury to defray those expenses, 
Clearly, then, as he had before stated, the proviso 
referred to the point of time designated in the fore 
part of the section, when Congress should make 
those specific appropriations, And it then lim- 
ited the appropriations to the sum of one million 
five hundred and sixty thousand dollars, and so 
on in proportion for a less period of time. If he 
was not correct in this construction of the law, to 


| what period of the year—to what particular time, he 


would ask, could the latter part of the proviso re- 
fer? It was not to apply to specific appropria- 
tions for the first half of the present fiscal year; nor 
was it toapply to the second half, unless Congress 
should pass a bill making specific appropriations, 
But if these appropriations were passed on the 
first of the month, for example, they would apply 
to the four remaining months. of the fiscal year. 
Such were his views of the law, and he must 
act in accordance with his understanding of it. 
He could not, as a Representative here, go back 
and make a law applicable to any man, to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, or to any Department 
of the Government, six, eight, or ten months be- 
fore that law, in his judgment, was in force. 
And, in his opinion, if Congress should refuse or 
fail to make specific appropriations to defray the 
expenses of collecting the revenne, the fourth sec- 
tion of the act of 1849 stood in force; and the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury would have at his com- 
mand the entire aggregate amount, paid into the 
Treasury from customs to defray the expenses of 
their. collection. : : 
Under these circumstances, what. should be 
done? He thought that abuses existed in the 
squandering of the public money in the various 
Departments of the Government. He might say 
that he had lost all hope of seeing those abuses 
corrected. He was satisfied that there were abuses 
as great, perhaps greater in the collection of the 
revenue from custems than in any other branch of 
the public service. He would go as far to correct 
these abuses, to limit expenditures, and to hold 
the officers of the Government charged with the 
collection of the revenue to strict accountability 
as any other member of this House. But he 
wanted to do what was right. He wanted to com- 
mence at the right point, and he wanted every offi- 
cer to know the Jaw under which he was to act, 
and then to hold him accountable for its execution. 
If the Seretary had discharged his duties in com- 


there might now be a proposition before. the com- 
mittee, making specific appropriations for the re- 
mainder of the present half of the fiscal year. That 
third section declared, ‘that it shall be the duty 
of the Secretary of the Treasury to submit to Con- 
gress at the commencement of the next regular 
‘session, estimates of appropriations which may be 
required to provide for the expenses of collecting 
the revenue from customs, and also from the pub- 
lic lands for the second half of the next fiscal year, 
and separate estimates for the said purpose for the 
year ending the 30th June, 1850, and similar esti- 
mates from year to year thereafter.?' i 

He thought (he continued) that the Secretary of 
the Treasury, in utter disregard and contempt of 


tions—he had failed to submit specific estimates 
for the expenses of collecting the revenue for the 
present half fiscal year, as required by the third, 
section of this act. The Secretary had submitted 
what he might consider specifice estimates, but 
what he (Mr. J.) consideged as aggregate esti- 
mates. The Secretary had, for example, stated 
what it had cost to collect the revenue from cus- 


toms for the year ending the 30th June, 1849, as 
follows: ‘Per account. rendered, $2,152,757 48; 


pliance with the requisitions of the third section, - 


this section, had failed to comply with its requisi-.. 


1850. 


‘ 


HE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 


seit Saat Siete 807 


amount of additional compensation claimed under 
the act of July 7th, 1838, estimated at $15,000; ex- 
penses incurred but not paid of the 30th of June, 
1849, estimated at $32,242 52.” 

Very close estimates indeed, (continned Mr. J.) 
He presumed that the amount which had actually 
been paid out, the amount which it was known 
would have to be paid out, and the amount which 
it was expected would have to be paid out, would 
reach the round sum of two millions. two hundred 
thousand dollars—no fraction or. part of a dollar. 
The Secretary took this as a basis, and submitted 
one-half of it to. Congress as an estimate for the 
expenses’of collecting the revenue from customs 
for the current half of the fiscal year. 

Here, then, (Mr. J. continued,) were aggregate 
estimates, and not estimates such as he conceived 
were required by the third section of the act, for 
specific appropriations. He thought that a fair 
and honest compliance with the requisitions of 
that section would have made it the duty of the 
‘Secretary to have submitted estimates to Congress 
showing what amount would be required for col- 
lectors, for naval officers, for deputies and assist- 
ants, for clerks, for inspectors, for weighers and 
gaugers, and for all the various officers connected 


revenue marine attached to that station required; 
how. much all the different branches of the service 
at the several custom-houses required. Congress 
could then look into them, and inquire of the Sec- 
retary whether this or that branch of the service 
could not be sustained for a less amount; whether 
a less sum might not answer for inspectors, for 
weighers, gaugers, or clerks; whether the number 
of revenue-cutters and boats might not be re- 
duced, Congress would then have estimates upon 
which to base specific appropriations, and take 
the responsibility upon itself of telling the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury what expenses he should 
dispense with, and in what particular branches of 
the service he should curtail or retrench, This 
the Secretary had entirely failed to do, and conse- 
quently Congress had not the data here required 
by the law to enable it to make specific appropri- 
ations. If they had such estimates before them, 


did any gentleman suppose he would confine him- | 


self to voting for a bill appropriating the sum of 


one million five hundred and sixty thousand dol- j; 


lars? Suppose, upon examination, and upon spe- 
cific estimates being submitted, Congress should 
come to the conclusion that the service could be 
performed for a less sum, did gentlemen suppose 
that Congress would still appropriate the sum of 
one million five hundred and sixty thousand dol- 
lars? 

He repeated that theSecretary of the Treasury, 
instead of submitting specific estimates, as re- 
quired by law, for the present fiscal year, had 
put down the round sum of $2,780,000. This he 
charged also to be the case with the Secretary’s 
statement of the expenses of the last fiscal year. 
He proceeded at length to read from tables of 
figures contained in the report of the Secretary, 
of expenditures for naval officers, surveyors’ offi- 
cers, weighers, gaugers, measurers, appraisers, 
public warehouses, revenue cutters, &c., to show 
the enormous expenditures under these various 
heads, and the vague and indefinite statements 
thereof. He pointed out under each of these 
heads large discrepancies between the statement 
in the report of the aggregate expenditures and his 
own computation thereof, based upon the addition 
of the few items given. With reference to an 
item under the head of “revenue cutters,” hav- 
ing reference to certain expenses of a revenue 
cutter at Montreal, he said that these revenue 
cutters might be important, even indispensable to 
the protection of the revenues of the country, but | 
he could not conceive any possible necessity for | 
them to leave the port of New York—to leave | 
the shores of the country where they were placed | 
to protect the commerce of the country, and go to i 
Montreal, a city within the dominions of her i| 
Majesty, Queen Victoria, there to give entertain- 
ments at the expense of this Goverñment. And 
he doubted not in so doing they had made the 
gailors, the free born American citizens employed 
under them, the menials and slaves, and if they 
dared disobey the orders of the lowest of these 
revenue officers, had flogged them at the yard- 


Mr HOUSTON interrupted, anå inquired if 


inform the House at what time this entertain- 
ment at Montreal was given. If he (Mr. H.) 
understood correctly, this very item was for ex- 
penses running back through the last fiscal year. 
_Mr. JONES. I ¢are not at what time it was 
given. 

Mr. HOUSTON. It is very important. 

Mr. JONES repeated, it was immaterial to him 
at what particular time this transaction had taken 
place. He claimed to be a Democrat, but he 
thought his, course on this floor during the last 
Administration would sustain him in the assertion 
that he was never willing to cover up the misdo- 
ings of any public officer of this Government, be 
he Whig or Democrat. 

Some conversation arose between Messrs. 
SCHENCK and JONES as to the manner of flog- 
ging on board the revenue-cutters. Mr. SCHENCK 
being understood to suggest that it was not at the 
yard-arm, and Mr. Jones to say that the place 
where was immaterial if the sailor were stripped and 
flogged on his bare back. He(Mr.J.) also alluded 
to the severity of the floggings in the navy as 
far exceeding those inflicted upon the slaves on 
any plantation south of Mason and Dixon’s line, 


l li and said he would go with the gentleman from 
with the customs at New York; how much the 


Ohio most cordially to abolish the whole system 
of flogging in the navy. 

Mr. HOUSTON again interposed, and dis- 
claimed having intended any reflection upon the 
honorable member from Tennessee in the Inquiry 
which he had previously addressed to him. 

Mr. JONES said, he did not understand the re- 
mark of the gentleman aS a reflection upon him, 
but upon his party, and he went for his party be- 
| cause he believed it the most honest, and the only 

party under whose auspices the Government could 
|: successfully be administered. His experience, 
l and his observation, and his reading had- con- 
f; firmed him in that opinion,and he was determined, 
i so far as he could, to hold his party to a proper 
1; accountability and to a faithful discharge of their 
; duties. , 

After further reading various items of expendi- 
ture, which seemed to him very extravagant, he 
said there might be explanations given; but he 
complained, if this were the case, that they had 
| not been given by the Secretary, and the whole 
| matter placed within the distinct understanding of 
i! Congress, both by*specific statements of expendi- 
| tures for the past and specific estimates for the 
Í present fiscal year, as contemplated by the law. 
| But when we come to look at the history of this 
Government, and the practices under it, he said it 
i appeared almost a farce for Congress gravely to 
| set about requiring estimates and making the esti- 
; mated appropriations to defray the expenses of the 
| Government. They appropriated for any branch 
| of the public service, and when the money ap- 
propriated run out, the officers having the con- 
{trol of that branch of the service went on as 
though they had unlimited power to incur and 
| throw upon the Treasury whatever burdens they 
| might think proper. It had been the case ever 
since he had been here; in this way deficiency bills 
| come in at almost every session; he expected one 
| for this year would soon be brought before them. 

Now, according to his view of right and justice, 
the officer who was charged under oath with the 
execution.of a law when the money placed at his 
disposal was exhausted, was bound to stop and let 
the responsibility fall where it properly belonged — 
| upon the representatives of the people, who had 
refused or failed to make the appropriations ne- 
| cessary to carry on that branch of the public ser- 
vice. 


1 


t 
t 
if 


i the Department of the Interior. At the last ses- 
sion of Congress, very much against his wishes, 
he said, a bill had passed Congress establishing 
that department, which bill provided for the ap- 
pointment of the Secretary of the Interior, fixed 
his salary, authorized him to appoint a chief clerk, 
and fix his salary, and provided for the transfer of 


|| various clerks and bureaus from other departments 


to this. The Secretary of this department, he 
said, when he had come in, had taken the law into 


| his own hands, and, supplying the defects which 


Congress had left in the law, he had, without au- 
| thority, called to his aid such clerks as he thought 
| proper, and fixed their salaries at his good pleas- 
| ure; and now he came forward and asked Con- 


the honorable member from Tennessee could 


penses. And he supposed it would be urged that 


He referred, as an instance of this character, to | 


| subject of specific appropriations. 


| of an excellent system, J 
| been raised on it. It looked to annual estimates, 


the appropriations asked should be made, on the 
ground that the pérsons who had performed the 
service had acted under the authority of the head 
of a department, and that it would be unjust and 
dishonest in the Government not to pay them. 

Mr. J. having concluded— ee 

Mr. WINTHROP rose and said that he in- 
tended to confine his remarks, as his friend from 
Ohio before him [Mr. Vinton] had done, to the 
resolution before the committee. Indeed, His friend 
from Ohio had treated the stbjéct so ably, and so 
entirely exhausted the argument, that he (Mr. W.) 
might almost despair of adding anything to it. 
Owing to the peculiar position he occupied, how- 
ever} as the Representative of one of the great 
commercial cities of the Union, he felt himself 
bound, ina very few words, to state his strong 
sense of the importance of speedy action on the 
resolution. 

ith theexception of about two or three millions 
of dollars, at most, received from the sales of the 
public lands, the whele amount on which the Gov- 
ernmentrelies for the support of the navy, the army, 
and the civil list, is derived from the revenue from 
the customs. In some years this revenue has ranged 
in its aggregate from twenty to twenty-five and 
thirty millions. Indeed, if what he had heard-out of 
doors, from those who take an interest in the mat- 
ter, were true, during the present year the amount 
would not be less than the fearful sum of forty 
millions, collected under the operation of the tariff 
law. He said this from authority which he believed 
to be sufficient. He-called this a fearful sum, for 
he could not calculate what must be the effect on 
the industry of the country of such a vast increase 
of our imports. We have a Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, to whom has been assigned the duty of carry- 
ing out our tariff system; who has to operate in a 
wide sphere of duties, and to collect this immense 
revenue; and we have made him responsible for 
the faithful execution of these duties. The Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, who has been appointed to 
collect this revenue, has come to us and informed 
us that it will be out of his power to collect that 
revenue for the remaining six months of the pres- 
ent fiscal year, at the cost to which he is limited 
by the act of 1849. And here we are exhibiting 
the extraordinary spectacle of seriously endeavor- 
ing to embarrass the collection of this revenue, to 
tie up the hands of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
and to subject the commerce of the country to a 
thousand petty vexations and annoyances, for the 
sake of saving a few thousands or hundreds of 
thousands of dollars during the remainder of the 
ear, ; 
Y Eeonomy was always.to be regarded as com- 
mendable, and particularly so under a, republican. 
form of government, such as ours. But such 
economy as this, which was now contended for, 
he had never before heard of, except, indeed, in 
the case of the rustic in the fable, who, in order to 
obtain the treasure which he coveted, ripped open 
the goose to obtain the golden eggs. There could 
be no economy in trying to save five or six hun- 
dred thousand dollars, outof a revenue amounting 
to forty millions, by paralyzing the means by 
which that revenue was collected, and by disturb- 
ing the source whence it flowed. 

He begged, however, that he might not be mis- 
underStood in relation to the act of 1849. That 
act was passed with a good and a wise object—to 
bring, hereafter, the cost of the collection of the 
revenue under the annual supervision of Congress, 


| instead of being left entirely at the discretion of 


the Secretary of the Treasury. It provided, that 
instead of the net amount of the revenue being 
paid into the Treasury, as had heretofore been the 
practice, the gross amount hereafter should be paid 
in, and the expenses of collection to be made the 
Sé far, so’ 
good. But the law was incomplete, and entirely 


impracticable as it stood. It was the corner-stone 
but no superstructure had 


and annual appropriations founded-on those esti- 
mates, to pay for the cost of collection. But no 
such estimates for, the next six months had ever 
been submitted to Congress, and no such appropri- 
ations bad’ been made by this body. Instead of 
this, a round sum had been appropriated to cover 
the whole cost, and this, a merely experimental 
sum, and, as it now abundantly appeared, a 
wholly insufficient sum. 


gress to make appropriations to meet these ex- 


Now, he asked, what would be thought if such 
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a cotfrse were adopted in regard to other branches 
of the public service? What would be thought 
if Congress should pass a bill specifying a cer- 
tain amount to be placed in the hands of the 
Secretary of War, for the cost of the military 
service, and limiting him to that amount, instead || 
of appropriating for the items of clothing, sub- 
sistence, arms, ammunition, &c., according to our 
present practice? Or, where would be:the wisdom |} 
of appropriating a specific sum, to which the Sec- 
retary of the Navy should be limited, for the ex- 


penditures for the support of the Navy? Or, of || 


giving a round sum to the President of the United 
States, beyond which he must not go, to carry on 
the business of the civil departments of the.Gov- 
ernment? 

The gentleman from Tennessee was not farfrom 
correct in his construction of this law of 1849. The 
system which it prescribed could not be carried on 
until Congress should appropriate annual amounts 
corresponding with the annual outlays. But where 
did this act of 1849 come from? 


| invoices, it which goods are charged far below | 
their value. -It became the Government and the || 


It came from the || 


There is the extensive and injurious smuggling 
under this new order of things, this free-trade sys- | 
tem, by means of false valuations and fraudulent 


country to have a watchful eye on this kind of | 


ter can prevent. Already four-fifths of our trade | 


| had been thrown into the hands of foreigners who |! 


have their agents in this country. Already the | 
effects of this new system are demonstrated by 

the breaking up of our home industry, by the į 
destruction of our woollen factories and iron 

i works. And what had done all this mischief? 

: It was not so much the low rate of the duties | 
| themselves, as it was the impossibility of a full, 
; fair, equal collection of those duties under you, ad 
i valorem system. The way to check this mischief, | 
j to arrest the progress of this evil, was not by a 
| reduction of the custom-house officers, or by lim- 
iting the Secretary in the collection of duties, or 


late Secretary of the Treasury, who, in 1846, re- | 
commended its passage, when he-had been busily || 
engaged in constructing the new tariff law. The || 
Secretary at that time was under great apprehen- jį 
sions that he would not be able to make both ends |! 
meet. He had his fears that his new tariff scheme || 
would not answer. And it would not have stood 
the test, but for the peculiar situation of Europe 
afterwards, and which no one had ever anticipated. 
But the Secretary was fearful that the new tariff |; 
would not answer, and he came to Congress for |; 
this bill, and ‘by the aid of that most economical |! 
gentleman who wasat that time the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, it was passed. 
The Secretary retained his situation at the head of 
the Treasury three years afterwards, but in all that 
time, did. he ever conform to his own estimate? 
It was troublesome enough to conform to other 
persons’ estimates; but here the Secretary did rot 
even conform to his own. He said he had re- 
duced the expenses of the cost of collecting the 
revenue as low as could be done consistently with | 
the good of the service; and yet he never came 
within six hundred thousand dollars of the reduc- 
tion which this bill prescribed! And why was it 
proposed to put the present Secretary of the Treas- 
sury ina worse position than the Secretary who 
had preceded him? 

lf the estimate of his friend from Ohio [Mr. 
Vinton] was correct, (and he was perfectly satis- 
fied that it was so,) the late Secretary of the Treas- 
ury had never expended less than the amount 
asked for by the present Secretary. But this isa 
question which, in its importance, rises far above 
a mere comparison of the economy of one Secretary 
with another, involving as itdoes the great com- 
mercial interests of the country, the source from 
which the Government draws its support. What 
has the present Secretary of the Treasury been 
compelled to do? For the first time in the history 
of our country, all our revenue-cutters have been | 
laid up. And what was the object of saving a 
few hundred thousand dollars by this extraordi- 
nary course, in comparison with the services ren- 
dered to the country by these vessels? 

In his own district the service rendered by the | 
revenue-cutter Hamilton had been reputed as of | 
a character which was not to be estimated by a | 
money standard. Under the command of the gal- |! 
lent Captain Sturgis, this cutter had been eminently | 
successful, not only in rescuing vessels from de- | 
struction, but in the saving of human lives. In | 
the course of eight or ten years past, this cutter 
had boarded and spoken more than fifteen thousand | 
vessels— had afforded relief, of the most essential 
character, to hardly less than two hundred of 
them—had absolutely saved the lives of eleven į 
persons, and had rescued from destruction, prop- 
erty estimated at from three to six millions of | 
dollars! 

He had heard it said the other day, that it 
might be as well to abolish the revenue service, 
on the ground that there was now no smuggling ji 
going on. It would be just as wise to abolish the 
police in this Capitol, because no one had yet set |: 
the building on fire. It would be just as proper to 
do this, as to abolish the revenue service because 
there was no smuggling. The very fact that there 
was no smuggling, and no attempt at smuggling, 
was the best evidence of the fidelity and efficiency 
of the service. But there might bea kind of smug- 
gling going on which no revenue-cutter could reach, 


ji 
ii 


i! 
ți 


i which would give competent men the means of | 
|| subsistence, 


į they may he raised above the temptation of being 
| bribed. 
j and fair collection of the revenue. 


Fvice for 


ji relinquished power, and not while they-were in 


ii adoption of this limitation would be productive of 
l! any saving. 
i $ > 

| of putting a cheap roof on one’s house, or a cheap 


ji revenue itself, 
The honorable chairman of the Committee of }; 


i| lection in England. 


; together, into which tobacco (one of the great arti- | 


cutting down the pay of officers below the amount | 


If any change was to be made, it should be the 
employment of men of still higher competence, 
and at an increased compensation, in order that 


That was the best way to insure a full 
It was a right 
belonging to every merchant to require that his 
neighbor should pay the same duties as himself, | 
and not by fraudulent invoices contribute less to 
the public revenue. And he would repeat that 
this measure, therefore, involved questions which 
reached every honest American merchant. 

The great object of the present bill, however, 
was to sustain the efficiency of the revenue ser- | 
the remainder of the present year. 
Hereafter, if we approved the estimates of the 
Secretary, we might carry out the law of 1849, 
and make specific appropriations for all the vari- 
ous items of the cost of collection. 

The honorable chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means would then have an opportunity 
to carry out the principles of economy which he 
had so zealously professed. And he hoped the 
gentleman would try his hand at it; althoughtit 
| appeared as if he exhibited much more zeal on 
| that subject now than he had exhibited at any 
j time before the late President went out of office. | 
And it was generally the casc, that measures, of 
retrenchment were urged by those who had jast 


possession of it. 

But in reference to the resolution before the com- 
| mittee, he again asked, Shall we, at a moment when 
our revenue from customs is likely to be so much ! 
greater than it has been at any former period of our 


of the Treasury for the purpose of making a small 
| saving during the few months which remain of the ; 
i fiscal year? He denied that, in point of fact, the | 


ft would be an economy like that 
! fence around one’s cornfield. - It would cost more 
| than it would come to. While cutting down the 


| 
| expenses of collection two or three hundred thou- 
sand dollars, we might Jose a million of the 


Ways and Means had alluded to the cost of col- | 
Did he know how many 
ports of entry there were in Great Britain ? 

Mr. BAYLY. As many as we have. 

Mr. WINTHROP rejoined. There may be as | 
many of a certain sort. But there were not one- | 
fifth as many into which goods of all kinds can be | 
imported, as they can be into ours. There were 
! 


but sixteen ports, four years ago, into which East | 
India goods could be imported; but fourteen into į 


| which tea could be imported; but ten in England, | 


and perhaps a dozen more in Ireland and Scotland ; 


cles of British import, from which a revenue of ii 
seventeen millions of dollars had been derived) i 
could be carried. The system in her ports was ;| 
wholly different from ours. Here we are prohib- | 
ited by the Constitution from giving a preference |i 
to any one State above another; while the Govern- | 
ment of Great Britain could select the ports which 
were the most convenient. There might be as || 


smuggling. The door had been opened by which |] 
| frauds were daily practised which no revenue-cut- | 


history, embarrass the operations of the Secretary |} 


many custom-houses there as we have, but there 
was no analogy between the systems of collection. 

He concluded with expressing his hope that the 
resolution would be acted on, and that fall power 
would be given to the Seeretary to enable him to 
collect the revenue without loss to the public, and 
without further annoyance to the mercantile inter- 
ests of the country. i 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, obtained the 
floor, and yielded for-a few moments to 

Mr. TOOMBS, who, in reply to some of the re- 


; marks of Mr. Winrurop, made a brief explana- 


tion of the circumstances under which the law of 
1849 was passed, vindicating the policy and the 
practical operations of the law—as to the practica- 
ble extent—placing a limit upon the expenses of 
collecting the revenue from the customs, which had 
been gradually increasing for the last twenty years, 
and had become enormous in their amount, He 
paid a high tribute to the valuable public services 
of the gentlemen [Mr. KeKay, of North Caro- 
lina,] with whom, he Said, the law originated in 
the last Congress. 

Mr. WINTHROP (Mr. Tuomrson further 
yielding) rejoined in a very brief explanation, re- 
eapitulauing some of the views which he had pre- 
viously expressed in support of the general policy 
of the law. He suggested that there was little 
difference between the position of the honorable 
member from Georgia and himself, and he ex- 
pressed the hone that, however they might differ 
upon other points, they would concur in the pro- 


_priety of making the appropriation without delay 


necessary to insure the collection of the revenues 
from customs during the remainder of the present 
fiscal year. 

a r. THOMPSON resumed the floor and yield- 
ed to— 

Mr. HILLIARD, on whose motion the com- 
mittee rose and reported progress. 

Mr. BAYLY moved a reconsideration of the 
vote terminating debate on the above joint resolu- 
tion to-morrow, at two o'clock, and moved that that 
motion be laid upon the table. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved that 
the House adjourn. : 

A brief conversation followed between Mr. 
SCHENCK and the SPEAKER. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Tuompson, and decided in the negative. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The question recurred, and was taken, on the 
motion of Mr. Bayiy, and the vote stood—ayes 
80, noes 50. : 

Mr. KAUFMAN asked the yeas and nays on 


2 


| the said motion; and also moved that the House 


adjourn. 

But the House refused to adjourn. 

The question then recurred, and was takeh, on 
ordering the yeas and nays,and they were re- 
fused. 

The motion of Mr. Bayty was then declared to 
be passed. 

So the motion to reconsider the vote by which 
debate had been passed, was laid upon the table. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Pending which motion, the House adjourned. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 

By Mr. BOWLIN: A bill granting to the State of Mis- 
souri the rigbi of way and a donation of the public Jands, to 
aid in the construction of a railroad from St. Lonis, through 
the mineral region of said State, toa point on the Missis- 
sippi helow ice obstructions. 
` By Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas: A bill to cede to the 
State of Arkan the grounds and buildings at the city of 
Little Rock, designed for an arsenal, but as yet unfurnished, 
to be used by said Siate for a seminary of learning, and in 
aid of the appropriation of seventy-two sections of Jand, 
heretofore appropriated to that object. 

PETITIONS, &e. 

The following petitions were presented and re- 
ferred under the rule: 

By Mr. RISLEY: The petition of H. H. Davy, and 50 
other citizens of Otsego county, New Yoik, praying Con- 
gress to establish the rate of postage on prepaid letters at 
two cents per half ounce. Referred to the Commitee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky: The petition of O. S. 
Stirman, Robert Triptett, Stephen Adams, R. S. Triplett, 
William Bell, and William T. Smith, of Owensboro’, Ken- 
tucky, praying Congress to reduce the rate of postage. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. CLEVELAND: The following petitions, viz: Of 
citizens of New London, Connecticut, for cheap postage 5 
of citizens of Norwich, Connecticut, for same ; of citizens 
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of Killingsworth, Connecticut, for same. Referred to the 
Committee on the Post Oftice and Post Roads. 

By Mr. THURSTON: The inemorial of a citizén of 
Oregon Territory, praying an appropriation for the erection 
of a suitable penitentiary in Oregon ‘S'erritory. Referred to 
the Committee on Territories. | 

By Mr. BINGHAM: A map accompanying the petition 
for the improvement of North Blake Lake, in the State of 
Michigan, r 

Also, the petition of captains of vessels on the upper 
Jakes, for the establishment of a light-house on the south 
side of the Straits of Mackinac. » ` i 

Also, the petition of ejtizens of Grand Rapids, for the re- 
peal of an act of Congress giving the heirs of William 
Woodworth a patent for a certain planing machine. 

By Mr. ALEXANDER: The petition of Donne Van 
O’Linda and 37 citizens of Montgomery county, New 
York, tora reduction of postage. 

Also, of Leander Fox and 33 citizens of Montgomery 
county, New York, for the suine. . 

Also, of 37 citizens of the town of Mendon, Montgomery 
county, New York, for the same. 

By Mr. MILLSON: The petition of Commander John 
L. Saunders, Uuited States Navy, asking to be reimbursed 
for certain expenses incurred while in command of the 
United States ship St. Mary’s. Referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. SPALDING: The petition of Richard Williams | 
and other cifizens of Buffalo, in favor of cheap postage. 

Also, the petition of B. Burwell and other citizens of 
Erie countv, New York, in favor of cheap postage. 

By Mr. HARALSON: The petition of John P. Wornock, 
praying for reliefas contractor on mail route. Referred to 
the Committee ou the Post Office aud Posi Roads. 

By Mr. CONGER: ‘the petition of 18 citizens of Auburn, 
New York, asking a reduction of postage to two cents per | 
half once on prepaid letters. : | 

Also, a tike petition of citizens of East Homer, Cortland 
county, New York. 

By Mr. DOUY: The petition of William Porter, John 
W. Davis, A. C. Ketehuin and 84 others, citizens of the 
counties of Dane, Columbia, and Dodge, in Wisconsin, for 
amail route from Madison to Waushara, Referred to the | 
Committee on the Post Othice and Post Roads. | 

Also, the petition of W. A. Preutiss, A. H. Bielfield, J. W. 
Pixley, and others, tor a reduction of postage Lo two cents 
prepaid. Referred to the Committee on the Post Cfiice and 
Post Roads. ; 

Also, the petition of B. O'Connor, W. H. Ramsay, W: H. 
Lord, aud others, for the reduction of postage to three cents, 
or five if not prepaid. Relerred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. GOODENOW: The petition of B, Freeman and 
27 others, citizens of Yarmouth, Maine, asking for‘ cheap 
postage Referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 

ost Roads. 

By Mr. LITTLEFIELD: The petition of Richard T. 
Dunlap and 60 others, of Brunswick, Maine, praying for a 
reduction of the rates of postage. Referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. [Mr. L. desired to 
say, that the petitioners were gentlemen or the highest re- 
spectability, and that he concurred in their views on the 
subject referred to.] 

By Mr. GENTRY: The petition of Rev. Jesse Cox and 
240 other citizens of Williamson county, ‘hennessee, com- 
plaining that they “regard the appropriation of our na- 
tional funds to support a national clergy for the Houses of 
Congress, for the army and navy, for military. schools and 
Indian station’, to be as burdensome and oppressive as if 
the same tax was levied to sustain a national church; and 
praying “Congress to abolish the office of chaplain, and 
henceforth abstain from all fegislation on religious sub- 
jects.” Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. MORTON: The petition of citizens of Fairfax 
county, Va., for tne reductiun of postage. Referred to the 
Committee on the Post Otfice and Post Roads. 

By Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi: A joiut resolution pro- 
viding for the distribution of public documents to the sever- 
al counties in the United States. 

By Mr. EVANS, of Otio: The petition of Seth Adams, 
Zanesville, Ohio, for indemnity for Freuch Spoliations prior 
to 1800. Referred to the Committee on Conmuerce. 

By Mr. HOWE: Five several petitious from two hundred 
and sixty three citizens of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, 
prayiiig Congress to reduce tie rates of postage, and toabol- | 
ish the franking privilege. Referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and: Post Roads. g 

By Mr. BEALE: Tue petition of Samuel Millan and 
others, for a post route from West Union, county of Dod- 
ridge, Virginia, to Webb’s Mills, on the Staunton turnpike, 
in the county of Ritchie, Virginia, accompanied by a dia- 
gram of post routes from Post Office Departinent. Referred | 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. i 

Also, the petition of P. M. Adams and others, asking the | 
surrender. of title to one hundred acres of land belonging to 
the United States, to Eli Wilson, of Braxton county. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. a 

Also, the petition of many persons in western Virginia, | 
praying that chaplains be not employed in the Army or | 
Navy of the United Slates. y 

Also, a petition for a mail route from Lumberport, in, 
Harrison county, Virgiuia, to Centerville, in the county of 
Taylor, in same State, accompanied by diagram of post 
route from Post Office Department. 

Mr. BEALE also moved the reference of the papers of | 
G. W. Jackson (withdrawn from me aa of the House of | 

ipresentatives) to the Committee of Cialis. j 
BEM a SON: The petition of John P. Woonock, | 
praying relief, as contractor on mail route, Referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. | 

By Mr. MILLER: The petition of B. Wall, and sundry |i 
other citizens of Marion county, Ohio, asking a reduction of i 

esent rates of postage. | 
Nine petition br Walter Smitb, and sundry other citi- | 
gens of Kuox county, Ohio, asking a reduction of the | 
present rates of postage. Referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 
On motion by Mr. BRIGGS, it was 
Ordered, That the papers of Capta 


i 
in Elliot Smith, a l} 


coasting trader, be withdrawn from the files of the House, 
and be referred to the Committee on Claims. à 

On motion by Mr. LA SERE, it-was 

Ordered, T'hat the papers of the legal representatives of 
Lathrop Allen, deceased, be taken from the files and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 


ia ý -© IN SENATE. 
Tuorspay, February 7, 1850. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a memorial of Susan Decatur, widow of the late 
Commodore Decatur, asking that the prize money 
due for the capture and destruction of the frigate 
Philadelphia, in the harbor of ‘Tripoli, may be dis- 


tributed among the captors, and protesting against || 


any portion of it being paid to Priscilla Decatur 
Twiggs or her sisters; which was referred to the 
Cammittee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, the memorial of S. P. Walker and others, 
citizens of Iowa, in favor of a railroad from the 
valley of the Mississippi to the Pacific ocean ; and 
also for the issue of gold coin of the-denomination 
of twenty-five dollars; which was referred, the 
first part to the Committee on Roads and Canals, 
and the latter to the Committee on Finance. 


PUBLIC PRINTING. 

The VICE PRESIDENT also laid before the 
Senatea report of the Secretary of the Interior, made 
in compliance with a resolution of the 5th instant, 
calling for copies of any proposals for printing 
issued from his Department, the bids received 
under the same, contracts made, &c. 

Mr. DAWSON. Mr. President, as 1 see that 
the chairman of the Committee on Printing isnow 
in his seat, L wish to call his attention to the fact 
that, under a resolution of the Senate, passed on 
motion of the honorable Senator from Alabama, 
{Mr. Cremens,] and in the House of Representa- 
tives on motion of one of the Representatives from 
North Carolina, [Mr. Venasue, ] the message sent 
to us by the President, with the accompanying 
documents, has been directed to be printed. 

Upon an examination of the President’s annual 
communication at the opening of Congress, it will 
be found that nearly two-thirds of the entire doc- 
uments were printed, and I simply request the 
chairman of the Committee on Printing to take into 
consideration this fact, and see whether it is proper 
that the Government should three times publish 
these voluminous -documents at so great an ex- 
pense. That factexists. Three times have these 
documents been published in very largë numbers; 
and if the Senator from Florida [Mr. YuEe] were 
in his seat, I should like to call his attention to the 
resolution offered by him requiring the Postmaster 
General to furnish such papers as were necessary 
to establish the facts as to the causes of the fail- 
ures of the mails between New York and New Or- 
leans; and 1 would like to inquire whether he has 
examined the subject in order to ascertain how 
many clerks it will require to make an examination 
as to the passage of the mails every day from New 
York to New Orleans and back, and get the in- 
formation desired. I think itis improper; and 1 
call attention to it in order, if possible, to save this 
tremendous and unnecessary expense of public 
money and loss of time. 

Mr. BORLAND. I do not know whether 1 
fully understand the statement made by the Sena- 
tor from Georgia on the subject of printing the 
documents accompanying the President’s message. 
The only kind of printing that has come before 


the committee of that kind, that I am aware of, is |; 


that directed to be printed in connection with the | 
President’s message.. I will state what is the | 
practice in regard to documents ordered by the 
Senate to be printed. When a documentis ordered 
to be printed by the Senate, it is the custom of the | 
Secretary of the Senate immediately to notify the | 
Clerk of the House of Representatives that such has 
been the order of the Senate, with the view that, | 
if the same document should be ordered by the! 
House, it may be printed at the same time, only 
increasing the number of copies. I presented this 
matter to the chairman of the Committee on Print- 
ing of the House of Representatives, who told me 
that he had conferred with the Clerk of the House 
of Representatives, and thata similar arrangement 


had been made there; so that, when the same |i 
document is ordered to be printed by both Houses, | 
only an additional number is added to the number if 


first ordered, and the expense of printing two 
separate documents is not incurred. i 3 
Mr. DAWSON. What I allude to is-this. 


Two weeks before we passed the resolution rder- 
„ing the printing of the message and documents ace 
companying it, a similar resolution was passed in 
the House of. Representatives. Some additional 
information was required by this body, and both 
documents have been ordered to be prinied. J 
wish to know. whether the Committee on Printing 
has taken any steps to prevent the printing of these 
documents twice, and has that committee found 
out that two-thirds of all the information asked for 
is attached to the documents sent in by the Presi- 
dent with his annual communication. If not, I 
want to call their attention to it, that they may see 
if they cannot provide a remedy by which to pre- 
| vent these injudicious orders of both branches of 
Congress. ‘The fact is, we, have three different 
orders for printing the same communication at the 
same time. ` 

Mr. BORLAND. It is not in the power of the 
committee to prevent such a state of things with- 
out prior action on the part of the Senate. 

Mr. DAWSON, ‘So I thought, and 1 wanted 
to call your attention to it, that you might give it 
the proper direction. i 

Here the conversation dropped. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION, 


Mr. MANGUM. With the indulgence of the 
Senate for a very few minutes, I desire to make.a 
statement touching a private transaction, a mem- 
ber of this body being one of the parties. ‘It will 
be remembered that, upon the occasion of the 
presenting of a resolution here by the honorable 
i Senator from Kentucky, (Mr. Cxay,] for the pur- 
chase of the manuscript copy of the Farewell 
Address of the Father of his Country, the honor- 
| able Senator from Arkansas [Mr. Boriann] par- 
| ticipated in the debate, and made some remarks 
i that were characterized by a good deal of strength 
and poignancy. These remarks were supposed 
: to have touched the sensibility of a gentleman in 
Í this District who is well known here. 1 mean the 
Hon. George C. Washington, of Georgetown, 
known to most of us as high-spirited, gallant, and. 
sensitive to anything that might seem to touch 
in the slightest degree his personal honor, and 
| equally well known as amiable, estimable, eour- 
i teous, and just. He made a publication in the 
| National Intelligencer of this city, to a portion of 
| the phraseology of which I heard that some ex- 
| ception was likely to be taken by the honorable 
‘Senator from Arkansas, [Mr. Bortanp,] anda 
counter publication was meditated—probably pre- 

ared. : 
p in this state of the case l was called upon by a 
leading and distinguished citizen of this District, 
| and-my personal interposition was invoked to en- 
| deavor to bring the matter to a’conclusion without 
| any publication whatever, Seeing that the re- 
| marks in the original publication by Col. Wash- 
ington were deemed of a character to require, in 
| the judgment of the Senator, [Mr. BorLanp,] a 
counter publication, I thought it not improbable 
| that, in that counter publication, some remarks 
might be made to enhance the exasperation, if any 
| existed, and perhaps to embroil, without neces- 
sity or any sufficient cause, two honorable and 
amiable gentlemen. I sent a message to Col. 
| Washington to give me the opportunity of a per- 
‘sonal interview with him, without indicating the 
i subject upon which I desired to see him. He 
| came to this Capitol, and | had an interview with 
‘him. I deemed it a matter of great delicacy to 
| make any communication to him that a counter 
publication was contemplated, because we all 
know that the slightest appearance of anything 
being held in terrorem would paralyze him with 
i respect to any action with me or any other Sen- 
| ator—he being the nearest relative living of his 
! great kinsman, the Father of his Country, and as 
| Sensitive as he was to anything touching his 
l honor. I therefore, sir, in: the interview which I 
‘had with him, put it upon the ground that Í had 
| beard of exceptions having been taken to some of 
| the phraseology in his paper, and that, upon re- 
i viewing it, I thought myself that a certain ex- 

pression was strong, and was capable of misinter- 
| preiation and misapplication, very injurious to the 
| feelings of the honorable Senator from Arkansas. 


| I did this upon the suggestions of my own judg- 
ment. 1 had never spoken to the honorable Sen- 
| ator from Arkansas upon the subject, nor did I 
communicate to Colonel Washington that personal 
exceptions had been taken by the honorable 
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Senator from Arkansas; but that I had heard 
that’ remarks and criticisms had been made 
upon ofe of his expressions as unnecessarily 
and uncourteously harsh. The expression, sir, 
was. “ aspersion’ —an imputed aspersion of the 
revolutionary soldiers and their descendants by 
the Senator. I said to Col, Washington the first 
and best meaning of the word “aspérsion,”’ in the 
connection in which it was used, was “ calumny;’? 
and that the imputation of calumny, if it should be 
so considered by the honorable Senator from Ar- 
kansas, could not but be regarded as highly injuri- 
ous and offensive. I therefore suggested to Col. 
Washington to consider if it were not due to him- 
self, as well as to the Senator from Arkansas, (Mr. 
Boriann,] to disavow a meaning so offensive, and 
which I was very sure, from the whole tenor of 
his communication to the Intelligencer, he did not 
design. Col. W. promptly and frankly stated that | 
his object was not attack, but purely defensive, 
and to put himself right before the public; that he 
had written his communication hastily, and under || 
some feelings of irritation—as he supposed the re- |! 
marks broad enough to include him with others; | 
and did not carefully weigh the import of his lan- || 
guage;*but that it was due to truth for him to say | 
that he meant no imputation of calumny, but that |; 
he meant simply, and most distinctly, if the re- |i 


marks of the Senator were designed to apply to |j 
him, that they were utterly without color of found- || 
ation in point of fact. Upon stating my belief that || 
the Senator meant no offensive application to him; 
that I had attended to his remarks, though 1 had 
never spoken to. him on the subject, Col, Wash- 
ington promptly said that it would give him pleas- 
ure, upon any suitable occasion, to say to ‘the 
Senator, or any of his friends, what he had just 
said to me; and, finally, | think upon his own 
suggestion, requested me to do him that justice to 
the Senator as early as might be convenient. I do 
not pretend to be exact in language, but give the 
substance, 

At this time, I repeat that Col. Washington did 
not have the slightest intelligence or suspicion that 
the Senator from Arkansas had taken such a view 
of this matter as, in his judgment, required a 
counter-publication, or any olher movement what- 
ever. ; 

J then had an interview with the Senator from 
Arkansas for that purpose, and detailed the sub- 
stance of this conversation, when he at once, hon- 
orably, candidly, and frankly, said that he did not 
hesitate, in this aspect of the question, to state || 
that it was as far from him as from any man in |} 
the country to have reflected on Col, Washington, |} 
the Washington family, or upon any of its friends 
or connections. Fle had no such purpose—no 
such idea had entered into his head. 

Well, sir, in this state of things there was a 
restoration of that kindly feeling which perhaps 
had never been seriously disturbed on the part of 
Col. Washington, and Í think not on the part of || 
the honorable Senator from Arkansas; and the |! 
affair having been made public in the prints of this 
city, l think it is due to both parties that here, and 
on this theatre, where the supposed offence oc- 
curred, this statement should be made. 

Mr. BORLAND. I ask, Mr. President, that 
the Senate will indulge me in a few words of re- 
sponse to my honorable friend from North Caro- 
lina, [Mr. Mawan] My recollection and im- 
pressions accord strictly with the statements he has 


i 


‘it comes. 


made; and | am truly gratified that he has so ap- 
propriately and kindly made those statements to 
the Senate; thus obviating the necessity of any 
publication through the newspapers, by myself. 

T avail myself of the occasion to ‘say, in re- 


sponse to the avowal so frankly made in behalf of |! 


Col. Washington, that my remarks upon the res- 
olution for the purchase of the manuscript of the 
Farewell Address were entirely without reference 
to that gentleman, or to any member of the Wash- 
ington family. At that time I did not know that 
Col. Washington had ever had a pecuniary trans: | 
action of any kind with the Government of the | 
United States, or was in any way instrumental or Í 
| 

l 

t 


concerned in the transfer of the papers of Wash- | 
ington to the Government. Neither he, nor any 
member of the Washington family, was in “my | 
mind at the time. i 
_ My concluding remarks, in which I spoke of |] 
“the sacred bones of Washington,” had no refer- || 
ence, and certainly were not intended for particu- || 
lar application, to any individual bearing that 


i 


f 
i 


[i maintained the principle tha 


name. I wished to rebuke that spirit of specula- 
tion which I deemed too prevalent, and: which 
seemed disposed to spare from its sordid grasp 
not even the holiest sentiment of patriotism—the 
sentiment which invests with a degree of sanctity 
and veneration even the personal relics and inani- 


mate remains of the benefactors of our country. | 


To give point and force to that rebuke, I indicated 
‘Ethe bones of. Washington,”’ as the most sacred 
and the last of such: relics,and expressed the ap- 
prehension that ‘the sordid spirit 1 denounced, if 
not at once discountenanced and sternly rebuked, 
would, at no distant day, become utterly shame- 
less, sink to the lowest earthly degradation, and 
be capable even of that last and most revolting of 
all indecency and sacrilege, the invasion of the 
tomb of Washington. Such was my intention, 
and such I did not for a moment doubt would be 
its understanding by all who heard or read my re- 
marks. 

I have deemed so much due, alike to Col. Wash- 
ington, to every descendant of the Father of his 
Country, and to myself. For him, and for them, 
I join the mass of my countrymen in entertaining 
sentiments of the most profound respect, 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 
Mr. DICKINSON presented the memorial of 


| Henry A. Wright, asking indemnity for French 
spoliations prior to 1800; which was referred to 
the select committee on the subject. 


Mr. RUSK presented additional documents in 


relation to the claim of Wm. H. Francis to com- 
| pensation for services as a Lieutenant in the late 
war with Mexico; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 


INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION. 


Mr. HALE presented the petition of citizens of 
Wisconsin, favorable to the reference of questions 
of international dispute to arbitration; which was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, 


ABOLITION OF SLAVERY. 

Mr. HALE, Ihave received and been requested 
to present to the Senate the memorial of an asso. 
ciation of Friends for promoting the abolition of 
slavery and improving the condition of the free 
people of color, asking Congress to do what they 
may to prevent the increase of slavery, by the 
non-admission of any new States into the Union, 
or the erection of any new Territorial Governments 
which do not contain organic laws expressly pro- 
hibiting thë continuance or establishment of slavery 
within their limits. I move that it be referred to 
the Committee on Territories. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the memorial 
come within the rule? Does it ask for any action 
by Congress on the subject of slavery? 

Mr. HALE. I believe it dues not. It simply 
remonstrates against the adinission of any new 
slave States or Territorial Governments. 

Mr. KING. Whois it from? 1s it from ne- 
groes? 

Mr. HALE. I believe the rule does not require 
me to state the complexion of those from whom 
It is from an association of Friends in 
Pennsylvania. Ido not know that they are pco- 
ple of color; the memorial states nothing about 
their complexion. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is moved that 
the petition be received and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Territories. 

Mr. HALE. I have also a petition from citi- 
zens of Collins Centre—— 


Mr. CLEMENS. [object to the reception of 


the memorial. 


Mr. HALE. Task if it isin time? 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is of 
; opinion that it is in time; the question had not 


been taken. 
Mr. HALE. 
on that question. 
Mr. KING. I ask that the petition be read. 
The Secrerary read it as follows: 


To the Senate and House of Representutives 
of the United States of America: 

The Association of Friends for promotin 
slavery and improving the condition of th 
color, respectfully represents: 

That the members of the Society of Friends have long 
t “all men are created equal, 
that all should have equal rights and privileges guarautied 
to them as citizens of ‘a common country.” 

In view of this, they have been ted to look at the in- 
creased extent of our domain, and of the necessity of naii- 


I ask then for the yeas and nays 


e free people of 


i taining over its wide surface such equal laws as shall render 


happiness and security to all, The system of slavery, which 


g the abolition of Í 


j 
i 
j 
j 
i 
j 


i 
ji 
| 
i 


i 


i] 
ji 


has so Jong burdened and desolated the southern portion of 
our land, is viewed by us all with deep concern, aiul the fear 
presses, upon ns, that in the admission of new States inte 
the Union, and the erection of new ‘Territories, this terribie 
evil nay be spread and perpeimated, thus adding blight to 
blight, with its vast addition of distress, of sorrow, and of sin. 

We, however, ask of you, possessing, as you do, the legis- 
lative power, to preverit the increase of this dreadful evil, 
by the non-admission of new States into the Union, or the 
erection of new Territories, whose constitutions or organic 
Jaws do not contain express prohibitions to the establish- 
ment and continuance of slavery within their Jimits. 

Signed, on behalf of thé aforesaid Association, at their 
monthly meeting, held in Philadelphia on the seventh day 
of the 11th month, 1849. 

5 JACOB M. ELLIS, 
LYDIA GILLINGHAM, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question now 
is on the reception of this petition. : 

Mr. KING. I move to lay that motion on the 
table. ; 

Mr. HALE. Let us have the yeas and nays, 
sir. . 
The yeas and nays were ordered, and, being 
taken, resulted as follows : 

YLAS—Messrs. Atchison, Bell, Borland, Bradbury, 
Bright, Cass, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Diek- 
inson, Douglas, Downs, Foote, Houston, Hanter, King, 
Mangum, Morton, Pearce, Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, Soulé, 
Sturgeon, aud Tui ney—25. n 

NAYS—Messrs, Baldwin, Chase, Clarke, Clay, Qooper, 
Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Dodze of lowa, Dodge of 
Wisconsin, Peleh, Greene, Hale, Miller, Norris, Seward, 
Smith, Spruance, Underwood, Upham, Wales, and Waiker 


i Clerks, 


So the motion to receive was laid upon the table. 


Mr. HALE. Ihave also received a petition, 
numerously signed, from Collins Centre, in the 
State of New York. They ask the attention of 
Congress to several facts which they specify, 
among which they say that two individuals, of 
the names of Drayton and Sayre, are imprisoned 
in the District of Columbia on the fatse assump- 
tion that there is a law legalizing slavery in the 
District of Columbia. The remedy which they 
propose is the impeachment of the judges con- 
cerned in the case. 

The second evil of which they complain is the 
action of the Secretary of State in refusing a pass- 
port to Mr. Hamilton, a colored person. 

The third evil is, that the Marshal of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia imprisons persons for no crime . 
but that of complexion; and that if they were of a 
different complexion, they would go unmolested. 

The fourth evil is, that there ‘are a great man 
persons in the District who are actually held as 
slaves; and inasmuch as there isa wide-spread de- 
lusion in the country that Congress has the power 
to legalize slavery, they pray that Congress will 
hasten to dispel such delusion, by declaring that 
they have no such power, and that they will abol- 
ish slavery in the District. I have no doubt this 
comes within the rule. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the reception of the petition, 

Mr. MANGUM. I move to lay that question 
on the table. 

The motion was agreed to, 

Mr. HALE. I have received also, and been 
requested to present to the Senate, a petition from 
a number of ladies of Germantown, Philadelphia 
county, Pennsylvania; and I wish, in order that 
the Senate may understand the character of the 
petition, to read the commencement. They ad- 
dress us as “ Dear Friends,” and after setting 
forth the prayer which they put in, they say: 
“ Trusting that you will adopt measures for the 
furtherance of these objects, we bid you an af- 
fectionate farewell.” [Laughter.] 

The petition prays that Congress will prevent 
the introduction of slavery into the Territories, 
ae also will abolish it in the District of Colum- 

1a. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question will 
be on the reception of the petition. 
| Mr. MANGUM. I move to lay that question 
| on the table. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HALE. l have also received a petition 
from various citizens of the county of Philadel- 
phia, praying that Congress will prohibit the in- 
j ternal slave trade so extensively carried on between 
the slave States. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is not 
ag ise whether this petition comes within the 
rule. 

Mr. HALE. 

On motion, the 
on the table. 


I believe it doeg. 
question of. reception was laid 


1650. — 


Mr. HAGE. I have another petition from the 
State of Pennsylvania, and, in presenting it, I 
wish to make a single observation. The Chair 
remarked that he did not know that the memorial 


just presented came within the rule. believe. there i 


is no rule. a : 

The VICE PRESIDENT, The usage. 

Mr. HALE. The ‘usage is to receive every- 
thing from the South, and reject everything from 
the North, without asking ‘what the ‘nature of it 
is. This is a petition from citizens of the State of 
Pennsylvania, requesting Congress to take meas- 
ures for the abolition of slavery within this Dis- 
trict. [believe that comes within the rule. 

On motion, the question of reception Was laid 
on the table, 

Mr. HALE. I have also two other petitions 
from Philadelphia, numerously signed, praying 
for the same object. 

Mr. MANGUM. I move to lay the question 
of reception on the table. i 

The motion was agrecd to. 

Mr. HALE. l havé also received a petition 
from inhabitants of Pennsylvania and Delaware, 
stating that they believe that the Federal Consti- 
tution, in giving its support to slavery, violates 


and is inconsistent with republican principles; and 
that the attempt to unite slavery and freedom in 
one bedy politic has already brought upon the 
country great and manifold evils, and has fully 
proved that'no ‘such union can exist but by the 
sacrifice of freedom to the supremacy of slavery. 

They respectfully ask Congress to propose 
without delay some plan for the immediate and 
peaceful dissolution of the American Union. 

I trust, as the Senate decided yesterday that it 
was in order to receive resolutions threatening to 
do the same thing forcibly, they will at least re- 
ceive a petition asking them to do it peaceably. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question will 
be on the reception of this petition, ~ 

The question was put, and the VICE PRESI- 
DENT was about to state the result, when a 
division was called for in several parts of the 
chamber. 

Mr. HALE. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Iam one of those who 
have uniformly voted for the reception of almost 
every description of petition, where there was any 
groond upon which the Congress of the United 

tates could act in reference to that petition, As 
a member of the other House of Congress, I uni- 
formly voted against what was called the twenty- 
first rule, excluding a certain class. of petitions; 
and I wish to say upon this occasion that my 
motive in doing so was to prevent an increase and 
multiplication of that agitation in the North which 


I conceive to be most prejudicial to the interests of |! 


the South and tothe institutions of the country. 
I feel very well satisfied, from information which 
I have received upon the subject, that nothing has 


given an impulse to that northern feeling of which” 


gentlemen from my quarter complain, so much as 
the manner in which petitions which have been 
sent here have been rejected. 
_ Now, although I have taken the course that I 
have indicated, h have done it with a declaration 
at the same time utterly averse to the right of 
those persons at the North to make any such ap- 
plication to Congress; and my motive in doing 
what I have done upon this subject, my willing- 
ness to receive and refer these petitions, hasalways 
been with the view of obtaining a declaration from 
the appropriate committee, and a confirmation of 
that declaration by the action of the Senate or the 
House of Representatives, in whichever the peti- 
tions might be presented, that those individuals 
who were constantly presenting petitions of this 
character had no such right of petition; and, un- 
less some understanding can be come to settling 
what this mooted right of petition is, and in what 
it consists, we shall never come to any satisfactory 
mode of action in regard to the matter, — 
Sir, I contend that there are two. limitations 
upon the right of petition; and the petition which 
we now have under consideration presents the 
question fully and fairly; and it induced me to 
rise for the purpose of making the remarks which 
I intend submitting in a very few words. One 
limitation is where tle power addressed, or where 
the body addressed, has no power to grant the 
prayer of the petition. In a case of that kind, sir, 


i! its character. 


sin gl L o | exist, the petitioner has no right to come before 
the Divine law and makes war upon human rights, || 


itis worse than useless for any body of individuals 
to ask a Jégislative assembly to do a thing which 
they -haye fio right todo. “What is this petition 
which my friend over the way. wishes to have re- 
ceived, and against the reception of which I shall 
vote after making this explanation, but which I 
would be willing to have referred if the views I am 
now presenting can becarried out as I wish? What 
is this petition? It is to ask Congress peaceably 
to dissolve the Union, or to take steps with that 
view. Have we the power to do it? I-deny, sir, 
that Congress, under the Constitution of the coun- 
try, has any power whatever to dissolve the 
Government; and every step taken with a view of | 
that sort by either branch of Congress is without 
authority by the Constitution, and treasonable in | 
I then say, sir, that, in this point 
of view, Congress having no power to grant the 
object of the petition, the petitioners have no right 
to ask the body to do athing which the body itself 
cannot perform. That is, therefore, one of the 
grounds which have always governed my action 
in similar cases, to wit, the total want of authority 
on the part of the body petitioned to grant the thing 
asked for; and wherever that state of things does 


the body—none whatever. 


mooted right of petition, as it is called, which has 
always influenced my action, and upon which | 
should like to see this and the other branch of 
Congress make some definite rule. It is that the 
individual who asks for the passage ‘of a law, 
which law when passed does not operate upon i 
him personally, and does not operate upon his 
property, is interfering with the rights of others, | 


i| blame or to criminate 


There is another limitation, sir, upon this much | 


not. to receive any. State. into the. Union wherein 
slavery is; tolerated, and. on the yeas and nays 
being taken, it was rejected by a large majority. . 

The VICE PRESIDENT.” Willthe honorable 
Senator suspend his remarks for a moment, that a 
message from the House.of Representatives. may 
be received ? a : 

The Crerx of the House of Representatives ap- 
peared before the bar and. said: 


“ Mr. President, f am directed to inform the Senate of the 
death of the Hon. ALexanneR Newman, member elect of 
the 15th district of Virginia, and¢of the proceedings of the 
House thereon.” 


Mr. DOUGLAS resumed. My object is not to 


Mr. HUNTER. I beg leave to suggest to the 
Senator from Illinois that the message from the 
House relates to the death of a member of Con- 
gress elect from Virginia. With his permission, I 
move that it be now considered. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Certainly, sir. 

_ Mr. KING. Let us first dispose of this ques- 
tion. : 

Mr. HUNTER, Mr. President, I move the 
postponement of all further proceedings upon the 
question before us, for the purpose of taking up 
the message just received from the House 

The motion to postpone was agreed to. 


OBITUARY. - 

The Secretary then read the proceedings’ of 
the House of Representatives communieated to 
the Senate by Mr. Campseut, their Clerk; after 
which— 

Mr. HUNTER rose and addressed the Senate 
as follows: 

Mr. Presipen: In accordance with what I un- 


f with which he has no right to interfere; and, 
therefore, when he asks for the passage, repeal, | 
or modification of a law which does not affect | 
him, he is acting without right, legal, moral, or of | 
any other character. Most of these petitions which | 
come here proceed from individuals asking for the | 
passage or modification of laws which are not to 
act upon them or their property, but which laws, 
| when passed or modified, are to act upon the per- 
| sons and property of others. 1 hold, sir, that itis | 
i the very quintescence of tyranny and despotism | 
| for one set of men, for one set of individuals, to | 
| ask for the passage of laws which are not to oper- 
ate upon them personally, or upon their proper- | 
ty, but to operate upon the persons and property | 
of other individuals. Whenever a case of that 
kind occurs, I hold that the individual petitioning 
for the passage of such laws, or a change in the 
| laws for such a purpose, has no rightof petition; 
and [ think that in all cases of that sort Congress 
had better say, by way of the establishment of a 
| general rule such as I have indicated, that no such 
right of petition exists. I therefore think the pe- 
tition ought not to be further acted upon than to 
say to the petitioner that he has no such right. 
Wishing, sir, to assign the reasons which have 
uniformly influenced my conduct on occasions 
like this, I have submitted these few remarks, į 


Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, | have not 
many words to say on this question; but, as the 
Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Unperwoon] has 
defined his position as to the motives which have | 
heretofore influenced his action, perhaps a word 
from me on the same subject will not be inappro- 
priate. I voted yesterday in a very small mi- 
nority—there were but two of us out of fifty— | 
against receiving resolutions from the State of | 
Worth Carolina, they being resolutions against 
any action by this body upon the slavery ques- | 
tion, and intimating that ulterior measures would | 
be taken to dissolve the Union if such action | 
should take place. ` 

Mr. MANGUM. You are mistaken. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. They intimate pretty strongly | 


and significantly that ulterior measures will be 


and f have nothing more to say. i 


‘| when its tale is b 


derstand to be the usage of this body, I rise to 
discharge a painful duty. 1 rise, sir, to announce 
to you the death of ALEXANDER NEWMAN, a 
member elect to the House of Representatives 
from the State of Virginia, who departed this life 
during the last autumn. Mr. Newman was 
slighty known to me personally, and I cannot, 
therefore, present you even that limited biograph- 
ical sketch which is usual upon such occasions. 
Something, however, I. know of his life and his- 
tory. I know that he made his way by his own 
exertions to a high position in society, and strug- 
gled successfully with difficulties under which the 
weak and faint-hearted would have succumbed. I 
know that he won the respect, the confidence, and 
the affections of those around him, and of those 
who had the best opportunities for observing his 
course in life. From the county of Orange, in the 
| State of Virginia, where he was born, he removed 
to Marshall, in the same State.. From this county 


|| he was elected to’ the House of Delegates more 


i han once; from the district of which it isa part-he ° 
was elected to the Senate of Virginia; and from 
the Congressional district to which it is attached, 
! he was the member elect to the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States at the time of his 
death. He left behind him the reputation of 
having been a bold thinker, an honest and an en- 
ergetic man. Nor was he old when he died, but 
! was stricken down in mid career by one of those 
inscrutable visitations which never fail to. startle 
us, although but repetitions of the oft-repeated 
tale of the uncertainties of human life. When an 
old man falls, full of years and honors, and ripened 
for the grave, the blow is not unexpected. We feel, 
too, that his mission is accomplished, his destiny 
fulfilled, and ifthere be for him a future of hope and 
promise, it is to be sought through the portals of 
| the grave. But the busiest will pause in his most 
| eager pursuit to contemplate the fall of one whose 
| powers were not fully developed, and whose future 
! of hopes yet to be fulfilled, and of doubts yet to 
i be solved, was even the more interesting for its 
‘uncertainties. ‘The story of life does not attract 
attention only for the events which it chronicles; 
i ut half told, its interest is often 


the deeper for the uncertainties.in which it closes. 


taken. But, be that as it may, I voted against 
the reception of those resolutions, because | have- 


slavery agitation upon the floor of Congress, be- l 
lieving that it tended, if it were not designed— | 
designed in some instances, and that it tended in-i 
| all instances to weaken the bonds of the Union, and 
| would perhaps result in its eventual dissolution. 
I thought it incumbent on us then to vote against 
| receiving agitation from the one side of the Union 
as well as agitation from the other side. To-day | 


| J find a petition presented here praying Congress 


always been opposed to this whole system of || 


have-been the hope and prom- 
future in this life, that life 
hand of God, and closed in 
i this world forever: He is gone where no haman 
| voice can reach him more. But he-has left a 
ifamily and friends, in whose bosoms, perhaps, 
ithe sting of affliction may yet remain. Within 
the circle of the domestic affections the voice of 
sympathy is always pleasant, no matter from what 
distance it may come, or how little familiar may 
be its tones. To that family and those friends 1 


| Bat, whatever may i 
| ise of Mr. Newman's 


i is now closed by the 
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tender this. tribute. of respect and sympathy—a 
sympathy which personal acquaintance might have 
made deeper but not more sincere. T know, sir, 
that a blow has fallen which has made 2 of 
young children, and made vacant: the chief place 
around the family hearth. A dear and familiar 
household word will no more be heard within that 
domestic circle. These griefs, sir, are the common 
lot of humanity; but, perhaps, if the heart which 
knows its own bitterness could speak here, it 
would say that its afflictions are not the less: keen 
because all must at some time or other suffer and 
endure the same. g 

Mr. President, as an offering of respect for the 
dead, and of sympathy for his family, E move you 
the resolutions usual upon such occasions: 


Resolved, unanimously, That the Senate has heard with 
deep sensibility of the death of the Hon. ALexanver New- 
MAN, a Representative elect from the State of Virginia. 

Resolved, unanimously, ‘That the members of the Senate, 
from a sincere desire of showing every mark of respect 10 
the memory of the deceased, will wear the usual badge of 
mourning for thirty days. 

Resolved, That, as a further mark of respect for the memo- 
ry of the deceased, the Senate do now adjourn 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the adoption of the resolutions presented by the 
Senator from Virginia. ; 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, it is with some 
pain that I rise, after the very eloquent and touch- 
ing eulogy pronouhced upon the deceased by the 
Senator from Virginia, to renew some suggestions 
which { made the other day upon a-simiar sub- 
ject. But when a member of either branch of 
Congress dies in the vacation; when we have no 
acquaintance with him; and when, however much 
we may regret his death, we can have on the oc- 
casion no other feeling and sympathy than such 
as would be excited by the death of any other 
equally eminent citizen in private life, it does seem 
to me improper that the Senate should adjourn un- 
der circumstances like these, and postpone the dis- 
charge of its public duties. 

Mr. President, it would not be difficult, I think, 
if we would look back into the records of Con- 
gress, to find how this thing has extended. In 
the first instance, { have no doubt Congress limit- 
ed itself in paying these marks of regret and dem- 
onstrations of honor to the dead, to the case of 
members of the body at the time. If any one of 
the sixty Senators who compose this body, with 
whom we have been acting with satisfaction and 
comfort throughout the session, were to die, we 
should all have feelings excited by the occasion 
which might render us unfit, during the day of 
his death at least, or during the day of its an- 
nouncement to Congress, for the discharge of our 
public duty? That is one consideration; and the 
other is, the adjournment ought to take place when 
the death takes place, during the session of Con- 
gress, ofa member of this or the other body, in order 
to pay that respect and those last christian duties 
which pertain to the burial of the dead. But, sir, in 
acase like this, is there a member of the body that 
feels himself incompetent to the discharge of his 
public duty? Perhaps not two of us. 1 do not 
recollect myself that I ever knew the worthy gen- 
tleman who has died. lam quite sure I am safe 
in saying that not half a dozen here ever saw him 
in their lives. He was buried months ago, and it 
is not possible that the state of feeling of any one 
of us is such as to render us incompetent to the dis- 
charge of public duties. Then, sir, as be is al- 
ready buried, as all the acts pertaining to the last 
sad duty which we are called upon to perform to 
our friends here below, have been performed 
months ago, it seems to me that no occasion could 
arise in which, with more propriety, we could re- 
trace the steps heretofore taken by Congress, and 
come back to what I regard the true ground, that 
of adjourning and paying that respect to the mem- 
ory of the deceased only in cases where the mem- 
ber dies during the session of Congress, and where 
we are deprived of the benefit of his aid and coun- 
sel in conducting the public affairs. 

‘With this feeling, 1 will move, if the Clerk will 
write according to my dictation, a proposition to 
be added to the end of the resolution. I agree in 
the expressions of regret on account of the occur- 
rence, but I wish to add to the first resolutio 


these words: : 

“ But the event of his death baving occurred months 
ago, in the vacation of Congress, and his burial having long 
since taken ptace, the Senate does not consider the occasion 
as one calling for those marks of respect to the memory of 
the deceased which would be proper if his death had oc- 
curred here during the session of Congress.” 


after the adjournment. A 
provision for the burial of individuals as well as 


I 


a 7 T 
I move to amend the first. resolution by the ad- 


dition of the clause have proposed, and to strike 
out the residue of the resolutions offered by the 
Senator from Virginia. 

The VICE PRESIDENT stated the question 
to be upon the amendment, . 

Mr. CASS. I desire to suggest to the Senator 
from Kentucky if he would not better attain his 
object by introducing resolutions hereafter, to ap- 
ply to all cases of this character requiring the ac- 
tion. of the Senate, leaving this case to the opera- 
tion of the previous usage. I merely make the 
suggestion, as it may possibly be thought invid- 
ious to apply such a rule to any particular case. 

Mr. CLAY. If there were a single human be- 
ing who could imagine that it was intended to 
wound the feelings of the relatives or friends of 
the deceased by this amendment, or that anything 
of the kind could spring out of it, E would most 
cheerfully acquiesce in the course suggested by 
the Senator from Michigan. But I think no such 
conclusion can be drawn from it; and it seems to 
me that this, perhaps, is the best and most suita- 
ble occasion for adopting the resolution as amend- 
ed, according to the proposition I have made. 

Mr. KING. I entirely concur in what has 
been said by the Senator from Kentucky, thatthe 
early precedents are much the best for the gui- 
dance of this body in cases such as this. There 
is no question but that originally the design was 
to confine such proceedings to those deaths which 
occur during the session of Congress, and not to 
embrace those which occur while the individual is 
on his way to this body or to the other House, or 
It was simply to make 


to show the respect due to individuals belonging 
to either House; but unfortunately it has been 
extended; and has gone on from session to session 
as individuals have died either on their way to 
Congress or after Congress adjourned, whose 
deaths have been anuounced at the next session, 
until the original ground seems to have been lost 
sight of altogether, aud it has been considered 
necessary as a manifestation of respect to any 
individual who ever served in Congress, provided 
he died before his term of service expired. 

I think that the suggestion of the honorable Sen- 
ator from Michigan ts probably the best under the 
circumstances, as there are cases precisely in 

oint, as the Senator from Kentucky will remem- 

er. ‘There was the wase of Mr, Dromgoole, 
a member of the House of Representatives from 
Virginia, and a Senator from Alabama, the hon- 
orable Dixon H. Lewis, who died at New York, 
and various others. 1 think, therefore, the sug- 
gestion of the Senator from Michigan is better, 
particularly as the motion of the Senator from 
Kentucky possibly might be misunderstood. I 
therefore suggest to my friend from Kentucky to 
yield to the proposition of the Senator from Mich- 
ivan, and let this matter go on for the present, and 
bring forward a separate resolution, so that in fu- 
ture the rule may be established ‘that we adjourn 
as a proper mark of respect only for those mem- 
bers of Congress who die during the session, and 
to make the proper provision for their burial. I 
hope the suggestion will be acquiesced in by the 
Senator from Kentucky, and that we willgo on in the 
present case, as we have done in many others, and 
not suffer it by any possibility to appear that we 
are wanting in respect to the distinguished gentle- 
man who has died; and also lest the family of the 
deceased might suppose that proper respect was 
not paid to his memory. 

Mr. CLAY. If 1 thought there was any possi- 
bility of the misconception which has been sug- 
gested, I would certainly, without hesitation, ac- 
quiesce in the course suggested; but not thinking 
so, I must leave the matter with the Senate. The 
Senate can, if it choose, reject the amendment I 
have proposed, which will be considered by me as 
their expression in this case, and then the thing can 
take the course which has been suggested, and the 
separaie resolution can be introduced. 

Mr. CASS, The honorable Senator from Ken- 
tucky did not understand me. l referred to the 
Virginia delagation and the action of the House, 


and suggested that they might think it rather in- |, 


vidious, if we commence in this particular case a 
new rule. I think my friend from Kentucky is 
much more likely to carry his object by not making 
his proposition applicable to any particular case, 
and by making it of general application instead. 


Mr. HUNTER. I haveno doubt, and indeed 
no one can have any, that the motives of the Sen- 
ator from Kentucky are perfectly respectful to the 
memory of the dead; yet it seems to me that the 
course suggested by the Senator from Michigan 
would possibly be best. It would seem a little in- 
vidious, perhaps, to make this a case for departing 
from the old usage of the Senate, and the estab- 
lishing ofa new rule. There will not be any diffi- 
eulty hereafter in establishing a new rule, if the 
Senate may think proper. l hope, therefore, as 
the death has been announced by the other House, 
and they have thought it worthy of action and of 
being transmitted to us, that out of respect to the 
memory of the dead and the family he has left be- 
hind him, and out of respect to the House, we 
shall pursue on this occasion the usual course, and 
establish hereafter any rule that may be deemed 
proper and expedient. 

Mr. CLAY. I cannot resist such an appeal 
coming from the source it does. The Senator 
having announced the death of the party, and be- 
ing the member from the same State, I think it my 
duty to withdraw the proposition. 

The resolutions proposed by the Senator from 
Virginia [Mr. Hunter] were then adopted, and 

The Senate adjourned. ' 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frivay, February 8,1850. 


The Journal of yesterday was read in part, when 
a motion was made by . 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, that (as the 
Journal, he said, was very long) the further read- 
ing should be dispensed with. 

Objection was made. 

The reading was then concluded, and the Jour- 


| nal was approved. 


PUBLIC DOCUMENTS. 


Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, asked the upan- 
imous consent of the House to introduce a joint 
resolution, of which previous notice had been 
given. 

The resolution was read by its title, as a resolu- 
tion to provide for the distribution of the public 
documents through the several counties of the 
United States. , 

Mr. PRESTON KING asked that the bill 
might be read through. 

It was read accordingly. 

Mr. ROOT then rose and objected. 

So the bill was not introduced. 

i Mr. BURT insisted on the regular orders of the 
ay. 

The SPEAKER. The business first in order 
is the motion pending at the adjournment of the 
House yesterday, submitted by the gentleman 
from Ohio, {Mr. Scutencx,] that the House resolve 
itseif into Committee of the Whole un the state 
of the Union, 

The question was taken, and the motion was 


! agreed to. 


So the House again resolved itself into Com- 


| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 


(Mr. Porrer, of Ohio, in the Chair,) and resumed 
the consideration of the joint resolution from the 


| 
i 
H 
| 
; 
| 


Senate “limiting the expense of collecting the 
revenue from customs for the present fiscal year,” 
and the amendments thereto pending. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, was enti- 
tled to the floor, and addressed the committee 
during so much of the allotted hour as remained 
after the portions of it which he had yesterday 
given up to other gentlemen, 

He said that, at the outset of his remarks, he 
would notify gentlemen that after the courtesy 


‘which he had yesterday manifested in yielding 


: the floor, he should feel constrained to refuse to 


yield to any further interruptions, come from what 
quarter they might. Whatever doubt or uncer- 
tainty might hang over the opinions of General 
Taylor upon general questions of public policy, 
however difficult it might have been for him to 


| take his position upon these questions, there was 


one thing upon which he was specific and definite. 


: In his annual message to Congress, the President 


used the following language: 
« I recommend the observance of strict economy in the 


| appropriation and expenditure of public money.” 


In this sentiment (continued Mr. T.) Lconcur,and 
pro tanto | shall sustain the present Administration. 
{ will carry out this principle in good faith, and 
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wherever I may think that a strict. adherence to 
the principles of economy requires ity { shall feel 
it to be my duty, and the duty of this House, to 
march up to that policy, and to carry out. what 
believe it may demand. In the advocacy of this 
principle, every President and the head of-every 
bureau had been uniform.: : ` 

We are this morning called upon, with a great 
stress as l think from the outside of the House; 
for the immediate passage of this bill, which, it 
seems to me, may-properiy.be denominated a bill 
for the relief of the Treasury Department. Lask 
gentlemen what is the urgency, what is the im- 
mediate necessity for the passage of this bill? 
Can they tell me that the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury has not now money enough to pay the em- 
ployees in. the Treasury Department? 1 have 
seen it stated. in some of the newspapers of the 
cities that the Treasury is now entirely out of 
money—that there is no money, and consequently 
that persons employed in the collection of the rev- 
enue cannot be paid. 1 wish to say, in answer to 
all attempts to create this impression on the public 
mind, that the statement is erroneous in fact; that 
it is erroneous upon the showing of the Secretary || 
of the Treasury himself; and, as I conceive, 
should have no weight with us upon the present | 
occasion, in deciding upon the course which it is 
proper for us to pursue. 

The law which was passed in 1849, in respect 
to which we are now acting, changed the entire 
system of appropriauons for the collection of the 
revenue. Previous to that time the money which 
came into the hands of the different collectors of 
the revenue, was not supposed to be in the Treas- 
ury until the officers employed in its collection in 
the different districts had been paid; and, up to 
the year 1849, we evaded that principle of the 
Constitution of the United States which declares 
that no money shali be drawn out of the Treasury 
without an appropriation by law. It is strange 
that this system continued so long—but it was || 
held that it was no violation of the Constitution thus 
to act. With this question, however, we have now 
nothing to do. S 

By the law of 1849, all the revenue was required 


| first of January to the present time. 


. Now, (continued Mr. T.,) the plain interpreta- 
tion. of this. law-is, that all the revenue shall be 
paid into the Treasury from the 30ih Júney 1849, 
and thelaw went into effect onthe Ist July, 4849. 
And now what do we see?) What spectacie do 
we gee presented to this House by the. Secretary 
of the Treasury? lt appears from the Secretary.’s 
own statement that he has, within the first six 
months of the year, under.a limitation fixed by this 
law, of one million six hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars, expended one million two hundred and 
ninety-one thousand eight. hundred and ninety* 
seven dollars, leaving two. hundred and sixty- 
eight thousand one hundred and. three dollars for | 
the second half of the current fiscal year. 1 shail 
not dwell upon that construction of the law. But 
the Secretary of the Treasury, it seems, does. not 
so interpret it. He holds that he had an unlimited 
appropriation to meet the expenses for the first half 
ot the fiscal year; and he now holds the opiniou— 
in which he Is sustained by the Attorney General 
of the United States—that the Jaw did not go inte 
effect with the limitation until the first of January, 
1850. According to his construction of the law, 
then, to defray the expenses from the first of Jan- 
uary, 1850, to the 3Uth of June, 1850, he bas the 
sum of seven hundred and eighty thousand dol- 
lars. The Secretary admits to we Commiuee of 
Ways and Means, that he has that. amount in 
hand. He says it is insufficient, but he admits 
that he has it on hand, subject to defray. the ex- 
penses Incurred in the collection of the revenue. 
Yet we are told that at the end of the first six 
„weeks of the second half of the current fiscal year, 
‘there is not money enough in the ‘Treasury to pay 
off the employees. Now, sir, this is nonsense. 
He has seven hundred and eighty thousand dol- 
lars now to defray the expenses. Jt 1s impossible 
that he could have expended this sum Irom the 
What sort 
of opinions can the officers of the present Govern- 
ment entertain, when the Secretary of the Treasury 
thus undertakes to ride rough-shod over the plain 
letter of the law? For if gentemen will read the 
opinion of the Attorney General, (for whose opin- 
ions as a lawyer 1 entertain a high respect,) tney 
must see that he bases his opinion upon the ground 


| 
| 
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to be paid into the ‘leasury—which was supposed | 
to mean that all revenue arising from customs or 
other sources ‘should, so soon as it came into the 
hands of the collecting officers, be considered as in 
the Treasury. , 

In the first place, however, I wish to prove that 
this law, limiting the expenses of collecting the rev- | 
ente, went into operation from and after the 30th | 
of June, 1849; and I believe that every man 
who examines the law can come to no other 
conclusion. 

The first section of the law declares that ‘ from 
‘and after the 30th day of June, 1849, the gross 
‘amount of all duties received from customs, from 
‘the sales of public lands, and from all miscellane- 
‘ous sources for the use of the United States, 
‘ shall be paid by the officer or agent receiving the 
“same into the Treasury of the United States, at 
‘as catly a day as practicable, without any abate- 
¢ment or deduction on account of salary, fees, 
t costs, charges, expenses, or claim of any descrip- 
“tion whatever.” 

The second section (continued Mr. T.) regu- 
lates debentures and drawbacks. The third sec- 
tion prescribes the duties of the Secretary of the 
Treasury. į will read it: 


« It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to 
submit to Congress ut the commencement of the next regu- 
Jar session estimates of appropriations which may be re- 
quired to provide lor the expenses of collecting the revenue 
from customs, also froin the public lands, for the second 
halfuf the next fiscal year, and separate estimates for the 
said purpose i? (that is to say, remarked Mr. T.,) “trom 
year to year thereatter.” | 


And the fourth section is in the following words: |} 


«That so much money as may be necessary to pay the |; 
expenses of collections referred to in the next preceding |i 
section, including the first half of the newt fiscal yeur, and 
until specific appropriations for the objects shall be made by. 
Congress, be, aud the same are hereby, appropriated out of 
any money in the Treasury to be expended after the dith 
June, 1849, under the direction of the Secretary thereof, || 
conformably to law and regulation,” f 


And to this section (continued Mr. T.) is added 


the following proviso: 

“Provided, That the expenses of collecting the revenue i 
from customs shall not thereafter exceed the sum of one |i 
miilion five hundred aud sixty thousand dollars per annuw, 
together with such sums as under the law are paid iuto the 
Treasury for drayage, cartage, labor, and storage, and in 


; penses as was necessary to defray them. 


| had cost more than was anticipated, and that there 


trict in California, 


| bill, bat introduced for the purpose of avoiding |; 


| we give to the Secretary of the Treasury one mil- 


of the policy of the law, and not upon its ternis, 
| His opinion is based simply upon this ground— 
that Congress could not have intended to make 
this limitation apply to a period of time during 
| which Congress itself was not in session. We 
| do not ask these gentlemen to make laws—we ask 
| them to carry out the laws; and Jt was their duty 
| to have gone on during the last six months Wilt 
the retrenchments contemplated by the get of 749. 
The operation of that act should have commenced 
on the ist of July, 1849. ‘This bill contemplated 
| the commencement of its operation at that ume-— 
and now the hue and ery is, that this joint resolu- 
tion must be passed under the pressure of a great 
necessity, and that the revenue Is about to suffer 
because Congress did notalluw as much for ex- |, 


Mr, Chairman, as 1 think that 1 must by this 
time have removed from the minds of the com- 
mittee any idea of the existence of a real strain 
and necessity for immediate action on this resolu- 
tion, under the interpretation of the Secretary of 
the ‘Trea ury, I shall proceed to discuss what is 
proposed to be done by this joint resolution, and 
what will be the effect. of the apprupricuons 
which it proposes to make, As l have before || 
stated, the Secretary of the Treasury has in his || 
hands the sum of seven hundred anu eighty thou- |j 


| it. 


stated yesterday amounted: tovone hundred and 
eighty: thousand dollars—a large itemy asthe gen- 
tleman’said, and making en aggregate:of one mil? 
lion two hundred: and ‘forty-seven thousand and 
eighteen. dollars... 0+. : Lae 
A. brief explanatory conversation passed -be- 
tween Mr. Vinron and Mr. ‘T'aompson in respect 
to the nature of this item: for -drayage, &c.; and 
the propriety of charging it to“the account of the 
collection of revenues. > : í 
_ Mr. T. continued. Gentlemen say this is: not 
liberal. The Secretary of the Treasury does not 
pretend to ask for more than one million three hun- 
dred and twenty-five . thousand : dollars, and the 
only difference between the two sums is $77,682. 
Mr. Chairman, whilst 1 am satisfied with the 


| appropriation recommended by the Commitee of 
| Ways and. Means, yet | think that we should 
! change the form of it. 


I think we should begin 
where this law contemplated, for I believe it was 
one of the wisest laws ever placed upon the statute 
book. In that sense I voted for it, and shall main- 
tain it. If gentlemen will look into the expenses 
of collecting the revenue, they will be satisfied that 
it is our duty to adopt some such system as is here 
provided. } want specific estimates. { want to 
do.away with the discretion of the Secretary of the 
Treasury. J do not want that the sum of one mil- 


| lion two-or three hundred thousand dollars should 


be left at his discretion. Ele designates the officers, 
and in most cases he designates the amount which, 
these officers are to receive. l want specific appro» 
priations. The Secretary of the Treasury, by ihis 
law, is bound to furnish such estimates of appro- 
priations. “He has failed to do so, He is bound 


| by this Jaw to give us, at the commencement of 


this year, specific estimates for the second half of 
He has not done so. [desire to approach ace 
curacy as nearly as possible; I desire to carry out 
the spirit of the law. Flence my amendment by 
which I appropriate for the expenses of collecting 
the revenue $730,000. : 
In addition to this sum, I allow what the Secre~ 


| tary of the Treasury himself’ here estimates as the 


expenses of the warehousing system, fifty thou- 
sand dollars. | also allow for the districts of Ore- 
gon and Texas twenty-five thousand dollars; and 


í for the district of Calitornia one hundred thousand 


dollars. And in addition to these allowances, L 


| allow for the increase of business, &c., fifty thuu- 


sand dollars, being every cent that be asks fur these 
new and extra objects of expenditure. Do I give 
i him sufficient? ‘The Secretary says that the reason, 
| of the increase is, that we have this year additional 
| expenses thrown upon us by the warehousing. 
| system, by California, Oregon, and ‘Texas. <b 
give him the sums. he asks. -Lonly ask him to 
come back to the point fixed by this law, that is 
to say, that the expenses of collecting the revenue. 
on ‘the Atlantic shall not exceed one million five 
hundred and sixty thousand dollars, J have taken 
some pains to make out tables for my own satjs- 
faction, and that 1 might place them before this. 
House, of the revenue, and the expenses of its 
collection, from the adminsuation of Washington 
down to the present time, ; 
This table is the strongest argument I.can pre- 
sent on this subject. It goes back to the earlier 
Presidents. | would that a reference to their ex- 
ample could be followed on this occasion. ‘Tne 
last year and the first of each succeeding Admin- 


| istration has been taken as the fairest test to show 


the growth of the expenditures on this subject, 
viz: 
Washington’s Administration. 


sand dollars. This sum, he says, is not sufficient, |: 
and his reason is that the warehousing system 


were additional expenses on account of the new 
districts in Oregon and Texas, and the new dis- 


What do we propose to give him? By the 
amendment of the Committee ot Ways and Means, 
identical in a proper interpretation with the Senate i 


| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
l 
| 


misconstruction—and which Senate bill, it appears, 
met the approbation of both sides of that bod y— 


lion sixty-six thousand three hundred and eigh- 
teen dollars for the expenses of coilecting the 
revenue for the residue or the present fiscal year. 
In addition to that, we give to the Secretary the 
income from drayage, cartage, labor, and storage, 


i 
| 
I 
i 
t 
i 
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proportion for a lesa time.” t 


which the gentlemanefrom Ohio (Mr. Vinton} 


Revenue frum Customs. Expenses of ColPne. ` 


UiQB ec cc esere eeo e e Q12,684 86 $251,206 
Li97 evesecceecses FB,0U0;LU5. -ev AET 6 
Adams’s Administration. es 
1000 eeeceeeees 16,188,809.. eane seg ia «£40,373 
IBOlsassrsoesas see 24,028,395 006 eed RTTA 
Jefferson’s Administration. 
WEOB..cccccesceees J1,399, 769.205 eerren * 565,238 
1WU9. cece 1 IDeA sser 400,100 
Madison’s Administration. ~ 
Wo ccccecevccsece BO0L2 G24. 0s vereren 476,037 
jaa IIIN 33,577,998... 819,038 
WT esivie sds DIL. 92,706,514 + 782,808 
Monroe’s Administration. i 
[SQ4ecieveevaveces 25;726,836..00 046, sean 179,739 
JRQ5 eecavece eres 81,903,575 araar 89,302 
Adams’s Administration. 
188 vevsecereeece, Q319LBUB. cece eevee 889,818 
2 a B0)1d7,70L.. 0.60.20. 982,093 
waeeenes QU98B947 o reatino aa 1,018,667 
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Jackson’s Administration. 


C. 28,091,829, 1,284,997 
3151297275. : 1,397,469 
._ Van Buren’s Administration. ; 
1838. eee ee 20,127,983... 1,514,633 
1840.. + 15,332,036. . 2 1,542,319 
DBI ceca e tence ees 20,104,474. ++» 1,483,960 
Tyler’s Administration. 
1844. ..ccceeeeese 29,560,539... + «3,807,500 
1845. s 31,144,244; ~ -2,066,033 
A Polk’s Administration.. * 

VENT cece edie deen 305,464... ++ 2,099,844 
I LIND 38034276, 11 62,132,638 


Taylor’s Administration. 

Estimated revenue for 1850, $31,500,000. If you 
will take the. aggregate of what has been already 
expended in the first half of the fiscal year $1,291,- 
897, and what he estimates for the current half of 
the fiscal year $1,325,000, you will have $2,616,897. 
For the year 1851, the estimated receipts are 
$32,000,000. The estimated expense $2,750,000. 

I repeat, this table explains the reason of the 
passage of the law of 1849, and I know of no 
stronger argument that can be offered for adhering 
to the limit therein prescribed. I regard it as well- 
nigh conclusive on the subject, without comment. 
I give the year 1838 because it was that year the 
expense of the revenue reached one and a half 
million of dollars. Before that time we had passed 
the great and memorable era of the bank expan- 
sions of 1835 and ’36—when, under the influ-’ 
ence of that mania, everything had reached its 
maximum of expansion. . 

Mr. T. continued. If the Secretary of the 
Treasury goes on as he has done, and we give 
him what he asks, he will expend in the collection 
of the revenue two million six hundred and six- 
teen thousand eight hundred and ninety-seven 
dollars, on an estimated revenue of thirty-one mil- 
lions five hundred thousand dollars. Does not 
this table, I repeat, which Ihave read convey all the 
argument which can be necessary in the case? The 
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Vinton] has referred 
to England, where large salaries are requisite; 
where itis necessary to’ maintain a certain security 
in the officers, and to impress their people with 
the majesty of the Government. On this side 
the Atlanue we are a plain, simple, Republican 
Government, and gentlemen can see, as these items 
of expense have proven from time to time; what 
the reason was for the passage of this law. A 
revenue of thirty-nine millions of dollars had been 
collected for four hundred and seventy-six thou- 
sand dollars in 1815, and what had been done once 
ean be done again. But if Congress will not put 
a limitation upon the Secretary of the Treasury 
beyond which he shall not go, it will never be 
done. Why? Because all men who have any 
influence with the Secretary of the Treasury, 
are desirous to obtain offices either for them- 
selves or for their friends. With our growth as 
a nation the love of office has increased. During 
the administration of Mr. Tyler that love of 
office took, rapid strides, So far as the last admin- 
istration is concerned, 1 must confess that there 
was only one excuse for not cutting down. these 
expenses, and it was that Mr. Walker had asked 
that it might be limited and restricted to one mil- 
lion five hundred and twenty (afterwards extended 
to five hundred and sixty thousand) dollars. 
The reason this limitation cannot be effected, when 
there is no law requiring it, is, that having a dis- 
cretion as tothe number of officers to be appointed, 
appeals are made to the Secretary of the Treasury 
for the appointment of friends, whose appeals he 
cannot and will not resist. This is an age of 
office-seeking and office-loving, and the result is, 
that however desirous a Secretary of the Treasury 
may be to resist the applications made to him for 
offices, he cannot do so. 

Mr. TOOMBS interposed and (Mr. T. yielding 
for the purpose) explained. The gentleman had 
said that Mr. Walker had stated that the ex- 
penses could be reduced. Now what Mr. Walker 
said was, that he had reduced the expenses to one 
million five hundred thousand dollars. ; 

Mr. THOMPSON. The gentleman need not 
refer to the practice of Mr, Walker. In my esti- 
mation of Mr, Walker’s character, no man lives 
who is keener to perceive what is right than he is. 


But his composition is such, the elements are so | 


mixed in him, that he cannot carry out his own 


propositions unless constrained by the forms of | 


Jaw, (Laughter.] And I have not a higher ap- 
preciation of the present Secretary of the Treasury. 


I form my opinions for myself. It was my de- 
sire during the whole of the last Congress, and du- 
ring the whole of the last Administration to pre- 
scribe. this limitation, I am in favor of restrain- 
ing this Administration. I never was ‘a friend to 
extravagant appropriations. Every man who has 
any knowledge of my course here, knows. that {Í 
have always opposed them. I do not wish the 
Secretary of the Treasury to say to me, ‘I rec- 
ommend rigid economy in the appropriation of the 


ublic money,” and then, the next week, to rec- 
y: , I 


ommend that the sum of.two millions six hundred 
and ‘fifty thousund dollars should be appropriated 
for the collection of the revenue, and that 1 am to 
be made responsible for that appropriation. Did 
not the President in his annual communication rec- 
ommend economy? and then follow up that with 
a special message which called upon us to set aside 
his own recommendation? Iam a friend to econ- 
omy. I took the Administration at its word. I 
believe that the same amount of revenue has been 
collected for one-fourth of what is now proposed, 
Tell me not that England does it at a cheaper rate, 
We have done it; and, as Í have said before, what 


has been done once can be done again. It will not | 


be done, however, unless the Secretary of the 
"Treasury is constiained to-do it. And it is idle to 
tell me that the revenues of the country will be di- 
minished by limiting the number of officers as pro- 
posed by this measure. 

One word as to the policy of fixing a limit on 
the expenses of collecting the revenue. We can- 
not do otherwise; because, as the law now stands, 
the Secretary of the Treasury has within his own 


discretion the determination of the number of offi- Í 


cers to be employed. The fees of a few of them, 
it is true, are fixed by law, but the number of 
officers is left discretionary with the Secretary of 
the Treasury. I was struck with that point in 
the argument of the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
Vinton] yesterday, when he brought in the letter 
of the late Secretary, (Mr, WacKer,] which proves 
the fact of the extent of this power of the Secre- 
tary. In that letter, he says that “the sum ex- 
‘pended in collecting the revenue is now almost 
‘exclusively within the discretion of the Secretary 
‘of the Treasury.” 

Thus (continued Mr. T.) the fees of a few of 
the officers are fixed, but the number is not fixed; 
for example: the maximum of gaugers’ salaries is 
fifteen hundred dollars per annum; but when the 
fees run up beyond that amount, there isthe power 
to make two gaugers, thus making their united sal- 
aries three thousand dollars; and three gaugers can 
be made in the same way, at a united salary of 
four thousand five handred dollars, because the 
law justifies their payment; whereas, if there was 
but one gauger, all over fifteen hundred dollars 
would go into the ‘Treasury of the United States. 
In the same way you can make deputy inspectors. 
The fees are fixed, but the number of officers is 
indefinite; and therefore the Secretary can expend 
any amount he pleases. And I was struck with 
what the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. ‘loomss] 
said yesterday; and I call the attention of the 
committee to the fact, that at this time the expen- 


ses of collecting the revenue in New York alone | 


are more than the expenses of collecting the whole 
revenue in 1816, which amounted to more than 
thirty-three millions of dollars, and more than the 
expenses of collecting thirty-one millions in 1825. 
Can gentlemen doubt that we allow a sufficient 
sum, by the act of March, 1849? Should we not 
fix a limit? I repeat, I am for specific appropria- 
tions. I am for allowing $780,000 to pay the ex- 
penses of collecting the revenue. 1 am for adding 
to that sum $175,000 for Texas, Oregon, and Cal- 
ifornia, and $50,000 for the increase of business, 
Is not that ample?) What more can gentlemen 
ask? If you take my amendment you will find 
that it differs from the proposition of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means only in this: that the 
committee gives $1,066,318, whilst | give $1,005,- 
000-—making a difference only of $61,000; and if 
you add the cartage, drayage, &c., estimated at 
$181,000, the difference between that and what the 


| Secretary asks is $139,000. 


Gendemen say that the officers of the Govern- 


|; take the initiative in any reforms; and unléss we 
have effective coöperation in the heads of the de- 
į partments, it is impossible that any salutary re- 
| forms can be made. This is'a grievance which 
| offght to be remédied, and remedied at once: We 
| cannot strike down these abuses. We have not 
the requisite knowledge to enable us to do 
so. The Secretary of the Treasury can, He 
possesses all the information necessary to-intelli- 
gent action. Any department holding a large 
number of officers, brought in at the discretion 
of the chief, would necessarily have about it 
| many drones, persons receiving large salaries and 
| performing no labor. These individuals can be 
|| pointed out by him who controls the whole, and 
|i If he fails to point them out, he is derelict of 
| duty, and must be subject to the charge of a wan- 
| ton disregard of the public interest. But if you 
| turn them out at this season of the year, they 
| make a piteous ery, and ask why you didnot dis- 
i| miss them in the summer. When this law went 
| into effect in July last, (as I maintain it did,) 
| then was the time to effect the reform. If the 
Administration had shown a disposition to re- 
form, they would not now have been calling upon 
us to be liberal. They would have had all they 
wished But, on the contrary, they made no 
efforts—they took no steps; and just at the time 
that this bill comes up for consideration, they be- 
gin their reform. I cannot say with what pro- 
priety the Secretary of the Treasury has made 
these reforms. I cannot go into that question. 
But I can say that instead of cutting down the 
number of officers, according to my information, 
the Secretary has, in some instances, enlarged 
their salaries—that he has increased the number— 
the exact number he does not inform us, although 
we made the inquiry. The number ought to be 
reduced; and if we are true to ourselves and to 
those principles of economy by which all of us 
profess to be governed in our action here, the Sec- 
retary shouldbe called upon to go on in this work 
of reform and reduction. 

Whilst speaking of this subject of reform, I will 
call the attention of the committee to the revenue- 
cutter service. 

Mr. SCHENCK desired to ask a question, 

Mr. THOMPSON hoped the gentleman would 
be brief, (he said,) and yielded the floor. 
| Mr. SCHENCK desired to be-informed what 
i| were the instances in which the salaries of officers 
had been increased as stated by the gentleman 
I| from Mississippi, [Mr. Tuompson.) . 
j| Mr. THOMPSON. Isay that I am unable to 
|| give the exact data, because the Secretary of the 
| Treasury has not given it to us, although we 
called upon him, some days since,todoso. Gentle- 
men may perhaps recollect that I opposed the con- 
sideration of this resolution until the information 
|; Was given. When I was interrupted, Mr. Chair- 
i man, l was about to refer for a few moments to 
the revenue-cutter service. 

My opinion is, that we can diminish the ex- 
|| penses of that arm of the service, which were in- 
|| creased during the administration of Mr. Tyler to 
, the sum of five hundred thousand dollars: We 
Want some cutters along the lakes, on the Gulf of 
Mexico, and that part of our coast lying adjacent 
to the West India Islands. But on the Ailantic 
we have but little need of them. F was strack with 
| the remarks of the gentleman from Massachusetts 
| (Mr. Win'rurop] yesterday, who told us how much 
‘| good had been done by these cutters in saving ves- 
|| sels in distress. I should like to know upon what 
|| principle it is that we are to keep up an arm of the 
|| publie service pertaining to the collection of rev- 
|; enue for the purpose of saving vessels? Is this a 
|| part of the revenue service? It is no part of the 
i| revenue service, and those who are benefited by it 
| ought to pay for it. I admit that if these cutters 
i| were daily upon the ocean and should happen to 
fall in with vessels in distress, it would be their 
duty to render alt the assistance in their power. 

| There would be no excuse for their failure to do 
i; so; but to speak of keeping up an arm of the ser- 
': vice at an expense of two hundred and fifty or 
i: three hundred thousand dollars to aid ships, to take 
| care of insurance companies, and ship owners, is 


ment are not the proper persons to commence | idle, 
this reform; that Congress should firstact. That | Mr. WINTHROP interposed to ask a ques- 
is the very reason why we never accomplish any ʻi tion. 

reforms at all. l believe it is impossible for men; Mr, THOMPSON yielded the floor, 

engaged in the complicated business which en- Mr. WINTHROP inquired, where the differ- 
grosses the minds of the members of Congress, to || ence was between this Government maintaining a 


* 


1850. * 
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light-house establishment, in order.to enable ves- 
sels coming into port to keep clear of rocks and 
shoals, and sending out a cuttersto aid her if she 
run on these rocks.and shoals? _ ; 

Again, a vessel came to Boston with. a. cargo 
of the value of half a million of dollars. The du- 
ties on that cargo would be one hundred thousand 
dollars, Was itno part of the business of the 
Government to aid her if, with that cargo ‘upon 
which a hundred. thousand dollars of duties were 
to be paid, she should get upon the.rocks? 

Mr. THOMPSON, I will answer the gentle- 
man by another illustration. The Government 
has the same power over internal commerce that 
we have over the commerce of the ocean. On the 
Mississippi river vessels again and again run 
upon snags and sink, or are placed in a condition 
of great distress. Will the gentleman say that 
it is the duty of the Government to keep up boats 
for ie purpose of relieving these vessels? It is 
idle. i 

The Chairman’s hammer fell, indicating the 
expiration of the hour. The Chairman gave the 
floor to 

Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina. 

Mr. THOMPSON. Am I through? 

The CHAIRMAN. Thehour has expired. 

Mr. THOMPSON woùld very much like, he 
gaid, to have a few moments longer. 

Mr. HOLMES, acquiescing, took his seat. 

Mr. THOMPSON. I was going to say that I 
hoped some gentleman would take the floor, who 
had examined the reports made here of the ex- 
penses of collecting the revenue for the last year, 
just to see with what confusion the items are 
carried out, and how entirely inexplicable they 
are. 

My friend near me, (Mr. Gneens,] a member 


up some of the items of the New York custom- 
house, and he gives the following as the result: 


« Under the amount expended for collector’s department |; 


the table shows the amount to be $82,363.95, whereas the 
items added will amount to $115,600.” 


Jn tie naval office, the amount stated to have been ex- || 


pended is $12,205 48, whereas the actual sum shown by the 
table is 967,600. In the surveyors office the extraordinary 
mistake is made of stating the amount expended is $462 93, 
when the items added will amount to $18,720.” 

Mr. T. concluded: 1 would like some gentle- 
men to take these tables and pursue the subject 
further. 

Mr. HOLMES then resumed the floor. 

Mr. HOLMES made some remarks, which were 
entirely inaudible at the reporter’s desk, on ac- 
count of the loud conversation between the speaker 
and the reporter. - h ‘ 

He began with expressing, with the utmost de- 
ference to those who had preceded him, his convic- 
tion that they had not touched the real question. 
The whole question as to the cost of the collection 
embraced in the resolution before the committee, 
seemed to him not to have been understood. He 
then explained his view of it, but the explanation 
was not heard. ay 

He applauded. the gentleman from. Georgia, 
[Mr. Toomss,] for the manner In which he had 
vindicated the reputation of the late chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means [Mr, 
McKay.] It was kind of him thus to defend an 
absent friend. Certainly, the late chairman had one 
conspicuous virtue—honesty of purpose, united 
with a certain keenness. But that gentleman had 
always appeared to bim (Mr. H.) like an owl in 
a barn, where he could see clearly enough the 
rats and the mice which were depredating there; 
but the moment he was out in the full light of the 
sun he could discover nothing at all. ees 

Mr.. H. defended the revenue system against the 
attacks which had been levelled against it. Asa 
representative of a commercial constituency, he 
could not give his assent toan injurious limitation 
of the means in the hands of the Secretary. Bis 
friend from Boston (Mr. Winruror] had given 
to the House a statement of the services rendered 
by the revenue cutter Hamilton, of the vessels re- 
lieved by that cutter, and the lives which had been 
saved. It had been stated by the gentleman from 
Mississippi, that we had no constitutional power 
to go out to sea for the purpose of saving vessels 
andlives. Granted. But he conceived that there 
could be nothing unconstitutional in adopting 
means to rescue your own revenue from destruc- 
tion. We are under no obligation, in virtue of any 


existing compact with the States, to give protection 


to our commerce. “Baut we are under. an obligation 
to get.all the means we can into our Treasury. 
And. if, by our neglect of proper means, we per- 
mit a vessel having a valuable cargo to go down, 
and we thus lose the duties to which that cargo 
was liable, we are responsible to the ‘country for 
that neglect. : 
He reminded the committee of the gross fraud 
which had been perpetrated against the system 
during the last Administration, by which a portion 
of the appropriations made for the revenue service 
in New York was diverted to the use of the coast 
survey, and to other objects, while no credit what- 
ever was given to the revenue service for thus de- 
priving it of its means. He was astonished, with 
the view of this fact before their eyes, that gen- 
tlemen shuuld come here and complain of the cost 
of the system. 

He denounced this attempt to limit the amount, 
as it tended to the destruction of the revenue it- 
self, and to the infliction of a great injury on every 
honest merchant in the country. He would puta 
case. Mr. Abbot Lawrence might import goods 
to the value of a miliion. Another person, an 
Englishman, or at any rate a foreigner, comes 
and imports a cargo really worth a million, but in- 
voiced at only halfa million. If the officers hav- 
ing charge of the revenue did not detect the fraud, 
Mr. Lawrence woild pay the duties on the mil- 
lion, while the foreigner made an actual profit of 
perhaps thirty per cent. on his half million. There 
was a gross fraud on the merchant, and upon the 
revenue to the amount of some five or six hundred 
thousand dollars. 

It was a fraud on the merchant, bécause it 
broke down all the safeguards for his protection. 
And it was a fraud on the Secretary of the Treas- 


| ury to bind him down by restrictions to an expend- 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, has cast || 


iture of a million anda half, for the support of a 
system for which his predecessor required two 
millions, And with this sum he was required to 
protect the whole line of coast; to carry on the sys- 
tem in all its ramifications; to support the light- 
houses for the purpose of protecting our com- 
merce, And all this at a moment when we are en- 
| deavoring to extend our commerce, and to open a 
vent through the waters of the St. Lawrence. 

He repeated, that this limitation would neces- 

| sarily operate injuriously, by facilitating the pur- 
poses of fraudulent importers. Yet the Secretary 
was to be held responsible for the faithful perform- 
| ance of the duty required of him. 
He concluded with an urgent appeal to the com- 
| mittee to abstain froma limitation which would 
throw thousands of persons out of employment, 
while it would destroy the security of the mer- 
chant, and injure the revenue. 

Mr, BROOKS said he should not rise to make 
any remarks during the short time now allowed 
for discussion in this House, (twenty minutes,) 
but that the peculiar commercial character of 
his constituency would seem to demand something 
from him; more especially when charges of ex- 
travagance, if not of corruption, had been directed 
against them by the gentleman from Mississippi 
[Mr. Tompson] and the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, [Mr. Jones.] It would appear from the 
course of the remarks of these gentlemen, as if 
they regarded the custom-house at New York as 
created and upheld merely for the benefit of New 
York city. But this was a great mistake. ‘The 
custom-house there did not belong to New York 
alone. It was not established for the benefit of 
New York, but for the country, and the whole 
country. His constituents were the commission 
houses, the factors, the servants of the people of 
this Confederacy, and it was the entire country 


| that was to be injured if smuggling were to be 
made easy there by inefficient officers, or gen- į 


eral in consequence of the want of officers. If 
the whole revenue system in New York city were 


| abolished—if the custom-house was torn down, 


and all the officers of the customs thrown aside, 
| New York would at once spring to the position of 
a free commercial city, open to all the importa- 
tions of the world, and soon be one of the richest 
cities on earth. 
| called upon to lament over the effects of so per- 
verted a policy upon our common country; butas a 
New Yorker, he should but share in the common 
| profits of his fellow-citizens, realized by this be- 
ing the free entrepôt Sf the New World. Throw 
not, then, upon New Yorkers (he said) all the ex- 
penses of the custom-house there, Dnt remember 


As an American, he might be | 


that it is the. citadel-you. have set in.among ug to 
enforce your laws; and that these officers are your. 
sentinels, under your pay, to. collect-sfrem_us, for 
yourselves, the means of carrying on this Governs 
ment.. Thus much for the sweeping charges against: 
New York, which. collects and pays two-thirds.of 


the revenue of the. United- States. pepe 2 
-Great complaints are made in ‘this. House,-and. 
on both sides of it, that the revenue now, in 1850; 
cannot be collected for. what it cost in, 1816, or 
some other. subsequent years,- when the revenue, 
was larger, or as large as it-is now. The gentle-, 
man from Georgia [Mr. Toomes] adverted to this. 
fact, and the gentleman, from Mississippi: [Mr- 
Tuompson] has to-day elaborately dwelt upon. ite; 
But have these gentlemen reflected that since 1816 
there has been, in the mode and manner of impot- 
tations and in the revenue laws of the country, 
almost an entire revolution? Previous to that 
period, and for some years subsequent, the import- 
ations, of this country were in few hands, and the 
importers were few in number. Foreign goods, 
or foreign products, came to us inlarge masses— 
in vessels that were sixty or ninety days, or 
more, on their voyages—and the duties were: paid 
by importers, who were large capitalists, in large 
amounis, and at one time. The businese:of the 
custom-house. was, therefore, comparatively light, 
and but few officers were necessary.. “The packet 
ships of New York, which made their voyages. in 
from sixteen to. thirty days, first made an inroad 
upon this mode of doing business, by enabling, 
smaller capitalists, with smaller means, to take ady 
vantage of their precision and regularity; but now, 
by the use af steamships as importing vessels; 
which make their passages with the regularity of 
clock-work, and by the new navigation laws of 
Great Britain, which enable these vessels to bring 
packages from all parts of the continent, this rev- 
olution in trade is made yet.more complete. A 
package of silks is made up at Lyons, a package 
of laces at Brussels, a package of watches at Ge-, 
neva, a package of broadcloths (say) at Frankfort- 
on-the-Maine; and all these packages can now go 
to Liverpool, and be sent under the new British 
navigation laws to the United States. These: 
packages nowarrive, say in Boston or New York, 
twenty-five hundred in number, instead of some 
forty, or fifty, as heretofore, to three hundred 
different consignees, instead of some dozen, the 
duties upon which are worth to the Government, 
a quarter of a million. of dollars. Then commence. 
the labors and the difficulties of the custom-house,. 
and of course the necessity of giving them a prop-, 
er number of officers, and of a number greatly, in-, 
creased over the number of former years. Let us 
suppose that of these: three. hundred ‘consignees;, 
where goods arrive at Boston, two hundred five.in, 
New York, or Philadelphia, or St. Louis, or; 
Nashville. The goods of all these consignees ars: 
first to be examined by the appraisers, whose force 
inust be adequate at the start. These invoices, 
under your universal system of ad valorems, must 
be carefully examined, and many of them are in 
foreign languages, that it may be difficult to: de- 
cipher, and more difficult to understand. Then 
every consignee in a distant town has got toob- 
tain from the custom-house a transportation bond— 
work which will not execute itself, An officer of 
the customs is bound to see every package started 
off on its destined route. A copy of the invoice 
and of the entry is sent to the collector where the 
goods are to go. At every receiving port, these 
goods again must be received by an oficer of the 
customs, and be entered upon all the books. If 
the goods come from Boston to New York, they 
go to a public warehouse in the latter port. The. 
owner is obliged then to make an entry to get- 
his goods out of the warehouse, and he may 
take them by single packages, if he will, and. so 
lead to greater expenditure of labor and time, 
Then when the govds are received, a certificate is 
given, by which the transportation bond is can- 
celled at last. No such modes of doing business 
as these were known in 1916, and I need not add, 
the warehouse system is, in this country, of mod- 
ern growth, andthe ufiversal ad valorems a nov- 
elty, at feast among civilized nations, upan the 
face of the earth. But all these things add enor- 
mously tothe work and to the cost of the custom- 
house. ~ 
Gentlemen also should remember when they 
contrast Mr. Walker’s expenditures with the cost 


of collecting a like or a larger amount of revenue 


316 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. i 


Feb. 8, 


in former years, that the whole appraisers’ depart- 
ment has been added to this Guvernment since 
1823,—and that under the ad valorem tariif, it has 
become about the most important department of 
the revenue, while its expenses have been neces- 
sarily largely increased. The expenses in New 
York alone the past year were $137,000. They 
received and examined something like one hundred 
thousand packages of merchandise, besides all the 
other. work they did,—and upon the faithful dis- 
charge of these duties, } need not add, depends all 
the success of the tariff of 1846. 1f that tariff had 
been left as it passed -both Houses of Congress, 
July 30, 1846, and if it had not been followed up 
by a curious interpolation in the general appro- 
priation bill of August 10th, 1846, whereby the 
Secretary of the Treasury was clothed with full 
power to revive all the regulations of the tarif of 
1842, and indeed to levy duties substanially, by 
determining what should te, or should not be, the 
ad vatorenis, it never would have realized revenue 
enough to carry on the Government in tume of 
peace even, certainly never would have come up 
to the expectations of the gentleman from South 
Carolina, [Mr. Hormeš.] The fact is, sir, Con- 
gress, July 30th, passed the tariff of 1846, and Au- 
gust 10th, it reënacted all the conservauve princi- 
ples of the tariff of 1842, at the same time clothing 
the Secretary of the Treasury with almost abso- 
lute powers over the modes of collecting, and the 
manner of administering the revenue. No man 
better knew than Mr. Walker, that the tariff of 
July, 1846, was good for nothing without the al- 
most hidden, and apparently insignificant item in 
the civil and diplomatic appropriation act, which 
declared, ‘* reference (in the act of J uly 30th) shal! 
be had to values and invoices of similar goods im- 
ported during the last fiscal year, under such gen: 
eral and uniform regulations for the prevention of 
fraud or under valuation as shall be Prescribed by 
the Secretary of the Treasury.” Sir, the prescrip- 
tions of Mr. Walker under the item of law in the 
civil and diplomatic bill have been Treasury circu- 
lars, which have made the appraisers, the legisla- 
tors over the revenue in the land, and not the act 
of Congress of July 30th, 1846. 

Cue of these prescriptions (circular No. 30, De- 
cember 26th, 1848) telis the merchant appraisers 
of the country, ** that the invoice price, or even the 

rice actually paid for an article of merchandise is 
by no means a true criterion of the fair market 
value as prescribed by law,” I will not dispute 
the propriety, or the authority for such a Treasury 
diclum; but 1 do say, that he who has thus the 
power of determining the true criterion of a fair 


market value upon everything, has, under an ad- 


valorem tarit], the power of levying duties, and is 
a legislator in thisland. Mr. Walker was always 
sọ much in earnest to make his tariff of 1846 yield 
revenue enough, and so disappoint the predictions 
of’sume of the Whigs, that he piled Treasury cir- 
cular upon Treasury circular, —a pile of which lie 
here before me,—and under them he made as good 
a protective tariff as any man need desire—pro- 
vided first, that the appraiser obeys rigidly and 
to the letter all these instructions, and provided 
next, the ad valorem system is not so vicious, on 
any given article, that it cannot be instructed out 
of the way. Let me be understood. I desire no 
better protective tariff than the tariff of August 
10th—not of July 30th, 1846—as expounded by 
the Treasury instructions, which reguiate the ap- 
praisments of market values,—provided that the 
prices current of July or August, 1846, be the 

rices current upon which all these ad valorems 
shall be turned into specific duties, wherever these 
duties are practicable. The Secretary of the 
Treasury construed the act into a very respectable 
protective tariff,—but the incurable vice of it, how- 
ever, was the ever shifting market value. Nothing 
is stable, everything is unsettled. The appraisers 
are, and must be. in constant wrangle with the 
merchants. Their duties are most vexatious, and 
mostlaborious, and to the importer, their judgments 
often very unsatisfactory and contradictory. But 
I have no time longer to dwell upon this. “J think 
l have succeeded in showing what I wished to 
show—that under the appraisers’ act of 1823, and 
the universal ad valorems, the work of the custom- 
house is vastly increased beyond what it was in 
1816. 

Besides these additions to the cost of collecting 
the revenue beyond what it used to be, he wished 
tocall the attention of gentlemen te the system 


| to secure the payment of duties; and that bond 


“house system in the city of New York—a system 


| country increased, and the honorable member 


of cash duties which began, fie believed, under 
the compromise act, so called, of 1833. Prior to 
that act, the merchant gavea bond to the collector 


was deposited tn bank, and when paid credited to 
the deposits of the Government. The officer of 
the customs had then litile of no trouble, and but 
few persons were then required to do-what it is 
now necessary to have many to do. Now the 
duties must be paid in cash; and cash, under the 
sub-treasury act, means only gold and silver. 
There were collected, I see, during one week in 
January last, at the port of New York, $1,332,821, 
which for the six working days is something less 
than a quarter of a million a day. Under the old 
System all this could have been paid in bonds, but 
under the sub-treasury act it was necessary to 
have in the custom-house a cashier and numerous 
clerks, who could not only count a quarter of a 
million of dollars per day, but who could detect 
errors in counts, who could also detect counterfeit 
coins, or coins of short weight. In short, many 
and experienced eyes were necessary, such as 
could not be had for nothing, and upon what could 
not be done by everybody that came along. No 
such proceedings as these were known under the 
revenue law of 1816. 

He had thus stated several of the items, which 
added to the expenses of collecting the revenue | 
of late years, viz : the new modes of importation, | 
the appraisers department, cash duties, the sub- | 


treasury acl; and he intended, if he had had | 


time to enlarge upon the expenses of the ware- | 


that, in the main, had his hearty approvai, but | 
the cost of which the contracts of the late Secre- | 
lary of the ‘Treasury had made unnecessarily 
great, He would do that Secretary the justice, 
however, to say, notwithstanding the manner in 
which his expenditures had been assailed on the 
other side of the House, that if the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means [Mr. Bayxyj 
expected to save much from what he had expena- 
ed in the legitimate collection of the revenue, he 
would have to study his eyes out, and then he 
would be as amazed as Mr. Walker must have 
been in 1848 after finding (as stated in his report, 
1847) he had saved half a million, that his expen- 
Ses were actually greater than ever. T'he real 
truth was, that the expenses of collecting the re~- 
venue in this Government must increase as the i 


from Virginia [Mr. Bayxy] could do no better 
than Mr. Waiker had done, if he had tried to 
help it. The St. Lawrence, and the vast lake 
frontier, with their most tempting facilities for | 
smugglers, must be watched more and more as the 
population increases. A whole empire had been 
added to this Union on the Pacific coast, growing 
with a rapidity that outrun and defied all calcula- 
tion. Florida with a very large and an expensive 
coast to guard, and the new State of Texas has 
been added to the Union since gendemen made 
their comparative calculations. 
duty of the honorable chairman of the Finance 
Committee, when he sits duwn to the double duly | 
of enforcing the revenue laws, and of enforcing 
them without an adequate number of officers. As | 
for my own city, he may save something in the 
warehouse system; he may save much in the too 
often profligate expenditure of the revenue marine, 
—but he can save little or nothing in the custom- 
house proper, without losing the country a thou- | 
sand dollars for every dollar he thinks he saves. 


past considerably cheaper than in ihe six corres- 

ponding months of 1848. ‘The account current 

indeed stood thus : 

Last six months of the year 1848...... 392,216 
a ig 1849... e a.. 355,497 | 


Savingeesss ees aasee enaere ee o $36,719 | 
And during this time the increase of revenue over | 


Í envy not the |! 


had been turned over to the coast survey; for all 
of which expenditures the revenue marinehad been 
unjustly responsible. «But responsible or not, New 
York had no more service from them than had 
Maine or Louisiana. Let not these disbursements, 
which happen to be made in the city of New York, 
be charged to that city, when she has no benefit 
from them. 

He had risen only to vindicate hig constituents, 
who were accused of having expended among them 
by this Administration extravagant sums of the 
public money; and having done this he would soon 
bring his remarks to a close, even if not driven so to 
do by the necessity under the rule of closing the 
debate at two o’clock. At one time he had some ap- 
prehension that the party out of power was dis- 
posed to resort to the violent and revolutionar 
action of stopping the supplies, for this would be 
stopping the supplies to stop the means of collect- 
ing the revenue. But he would do several of them 
the justice to say, that they seemed disposed to 
give the Secretary of the Treasury a trial upon his 
estimates. He regretted to see, and to say, that 
the chairman of the Ways and Means, who held 
the post of Minister of Finance in the House, and 
who, therefore, was supposed to come into: close 
and friendly contact with the Administration, did 
not, in his opening speech, lift himself above party 
and party prejudices in a way becoming, as he 
| thought, the delicate position he held in some de- 
gree by our forbearance. 

Mr. BAYLY asked if, in his Opening speech, 
he had made a single party allusion. 

Mr. BROOKS replied, that the tone and tenor 
of his speech certainly was, in his judgment, that 
of a partisan; but he hoped thatthe honorable 
gentleman, hereafter, would bear in mind that he 
now held peculiar relations to the country, as well 
as to his party, and that, while he discharged his 
| party obligation, he was in a position to make, 
and he could make, a national reputation. 
| _ dn conclusion he begged the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and all gentlemen 
associated in party bonds with him, to bear in 
' mind, that the best way to kill off an Administra- 
ton was not to stop its supplies, or by crippling 
| it, so to cripple the country, that there would be 
& common outcry against such opposition as that. 
Let them be charitable, nay, let them be liberal to 
the Secretary of the Treasury now-—and hereafter, 
when we meet, the next winter, and his adminis 
tration has had a complete fiscal year, let them, 
if they choose, with that advantage, assail him 
| then. The Secretary now asks for the means of 
carrying on the Government until Congress can 
make specific appropriations. In want of these 
means he was compelled by law to destroy the 
| revenue marine, to open the ports and the coast of 
the country, in some degree, to all sorts of smug- 
gling. The treasury was losing its thousands and 
thousands while we are here deliberating, The 
city he had the honor in part to represent, would 
i not long, could not long, endure the existing state 
of things. Merchants would claim ther own 
goods, and would have them, if the Government 
would not appoint a sufficient number of officers to 
discharge the duties of collecting the revenue. A 
like staie of things, more or less, must soon exist 
in all parts of the country. As for California, 
| where, at San Francisco, had suddenly sprung up 
a port almost as large in her commerce as Phila- 
i delphia, there were this year between one and two 
millions of revenue to be collected,—and it was 


l || clear, there were no means here for payieg officers 
The revenue had been collected the six months || 


a cent for collecting that revenue. What is to be 
done? Is this great revenue to be abandoned? Are 
the ports of Oregon and California again to be 


i; thrown open to all the nations of the world,—or 


| are we to provide the means for collecting the rev- 
enue? . He begged gentlemen of all parties to take 
these facts into consideration, and not to indulge 
in factious opposition, [The hammer fell.) 


| 
| Tbe hour allotted for the termination of the 


the corresponding six months in 1848 was $2,178,- 
167. i 

No revenue-cutter now was in service in New 
York, although the gentleman from Tennessee 
(Mr. Jones] held New York responsible for every 
cutter that was fitted out at that great port for any : 
part of the country. The only cutter New York | 
had had for the year past in service was the cutter | 
Morris, now hauled up. Cutters had been fiued 


i 
| 
! 
i 


| out there for California, and cutters fitted out there 


debate here expired, 

Mr. BAYLY (availing himself of the privilege 
allowed by the rule to the gentleman reporting the 
bill) addressed the committee in support of the 
amendment of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and in reply to gentlemen who had spoken on the 
| Opposite side. [His Speech will be found in the 

Appendix. 

The CHAIRMAN then directed the Clerk to 
read the original resolution and the several amend- 
ments thereto, 


1850.” 
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The original resolution, as adop 
ate, was read as follows, viz: 

Resolved. by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America tn Congress assembled, That instead 
of the sum appropriated for the expenses of collecting. the 
revenue in the act of March third, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and forty-uine, a sum equal to thatexpended in collect- 
ing the revenue for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, one 
thousand eight hundred and forty-eight, exclusive of the ex- 
penses for storage, cartage, drayage, and labor in that year, 
be and the same is hereby appropriated for the service end- 
ing June thirtieth, one thousand eight hundred and fifty, 
together with such sums i addition as may he received for 
eartage, dravage, labor, and storage. 

Sec. 2. And be it further’ Resolved, ‘That nothing in the 
act aforesaid shall be so constructed as to deprive the im- 
porter of the privilege of the transportation of merchandise 
under bond from one district to another, and of re-ware- 
housing the same according to the provisions of the second 
section of the act of sixth August, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and forty-six, to establish a warehousing system, and 
to amend an act entitled “ An act to provide revenue from 
imports, and to change and modify existing laws imposing 
duties on imports, and for other purposes,” 

Passed the Senate: January 15, 1850. 

The substitute proposed by the Committee of 
Ways and Means was read, as follows: 

Resolved hy the Senate, Ye., That instead of the sum ap- 
propriated for the expenses of collecting the revenue in the 
act of third March, eighteen hundred and forty-nine, a sum 
equal to one-half of that expended in collecting the revenue 
for the fiseal year ending June thirtieth, eighteen hundred 
and forty-eight, exclusive of the expenses for storage, cart- 
age, drayage, and laburyin that year, be and the ‘same is 
hereby appropriated for the revenue of the half year com- 
mencing first January, eighteen hundred and fifty, and end- 
ing June thirtieth, eighteen hundred aud fifty, together with 

“such sams in addition as may be received fur cartage, dray- 
age, labor, and storage.” 

Mr. VINTON proposed to amend the amend- 
ment of the Committee of Ways and Means, by 
adding at the end thereof the following, viz: 

t But no part of the appropriation hereby made shall be 
apptied to defray the expenses of collecting the revenue in 
California aud Oregon diring the said second half of the 
fiscal year ending June 30th, 185). 

The question was then taken on the adoption of 
this amendment, by tellers, (Messrs. Ocie and 
McQveen acting as such,) and ‘resulted in the 
affirmative—ayes 93, noes 90. 

Mr. VINTON here gave notice that he would 
at the proper time move to amend the original res- 
olution by the addition of an amendment, such 
as had been affixed to the substitute of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, with the view to the | 
rejection of the substitute. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, moved to.amend 
the amendment by striking out in the eleventh 
line the words ‘until the close of the present ses- 
sion of Congress,” and to insert in lieu thereof the 
words * until the first day of February, 1851.” 

Mr. EVANS said that when the gentleman from 
Virginia, the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, [Mr. Bayty,] was addressing the 
House in vindication of the late Secretary of the 
Treasury, Mr. Walker, in explanation of his se- 
vere economy, and in mention of his circulars to 
the collectors of Boston and New York, requiring 
a reduction of expenses, he (Mr. Evans) bad made 
a request of the chairman of Ways and Means to 
allow a half dozen lines to be read entirely perti- 
nent to the matter under discussion, and in refuta- 
tion of that gentleman’s argument. | 

Here Mr. BAYLY rose to a point of order, 
which was, that all debate having been closed in 
committee, by express order of the House, the 
remarks of the gentleman from Maryland were 
not in order. , 

The CHAIRMAN decided that, under the rule 
of the House giving five minutes to each member 
to explain any amendment he might offer, the gen- | 
tleman from Maryland was in order and might 

roceed. i ees 

Mr EVANS said the gentleman from Virginia 
was trying to choke this matter off again, and to 
prevent its being brought to the notice of the com- 
miitee. : F 

Mr. BAYLY denied that he was attempting to 
choke off any, statement or investigation. 

Mr. EVANS (continuing) said that he pre- 


ted. by: the Sen- 


sumed he never should have the honor of occupy- 
ing the distinguished position of chairman of the 
Sommittee of Ways and Means, but if he ever 
should, he would assure the honorable gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Bayzy] that that gentleman 
would never be denied by him the courtesy of a 
short remark. He (Mr. E.) would now proceed 
to read from the report of the late Secretary of the 
Treasury, (Mr. Walker,) in his report on the | 
” warehousing system, submitted to the Senate of 
the United States on the 22d of Fepruary, 1849, | 


| reduced the expense of collecting the revenue to 


| Apollo,” sometimes called “ Pythean Apollo,” 


only nine days before the passage of the act limit- 
ing the amount to be appropriated for the collec- 
tion of the revenue. ‘The gentleman. from Vir- 
ginia, though he seemed to think that everybody 
knew what was in the report alluded to, and that 
it was not pertinent to that gentleman’s remarks, 
would find that it wasnota matter which had been 
alluded to by anybody, and that it was very perti- 
nent to the course of that gentleman’s remarks, 
and that it was, moreover, a matter bearing very 
particularly upon the question of the opinion of 
the Secretary of the Treasury with regard to the 
possibility of reducing the number of mspectors, 
That report, on page 3d, read as follows: 

« The provisions of the act of the 17th June, 1844, limiting 
the inspectors to the number employed at that date, must 
be modified in some respects, as those oflicers are required 
by Ute warehousing laws lo Keep the key and have charge 
of private bonded stores. 

“ If these private stores are to be scattered over our great 
ports, as the convenience of commerce may dictate, and as 
10 a fair and reasonable extent they should be, under proper 
regulations, ifthe warehousing business should progress as 
it has done for the last two years, the inspectors must be 
augmented beyond the number authorized by that ael.” 

Now, Mr. Chairman, by that report it appears 
that, so far from recommending any diminuuon of 
officers—of inspectors at leasi—the late Secretary 
had positively asked that their number might be 
increased. He (Mr. Evans) did not say that the | 
Secretary had asked that the expenses should be 
increased by the amount of pay of these officers, 
but he had asked that their number be increased. 
So much for the economy, so much lauded, of the 
late Secretary. 

The fact was, that the late Secretary had in- 
formed the Committee of Ways and Means, as 
was here asserted by the gentleman from Georgia, 
[Mr. Toomss,] not that he could, but that he had 


$1,560,000. That statement turned out to be incor- 
rect, altogether incorrect; and though he [Mr. | 
Evans] was in favor ofa rigid economy, yet neither 
the gentleman from Virginia nor any other gen- 
tleman knew to what the expense might, could, or 
ought to be reduced; they knew nothing about it, 
and were proceeding entirely in the dark, upon the 
strength of a statement which turned out to be al- 
logether erroneous. 

He trusted that the gentleman from Virginia 


would see that this extract from the report of the i! 


late Secretary of the Treasury was perunent to 
that Secretary’s opinion of the possibility of re- | 
ducing the number of inspectors. 

But the geneman from Virginia had alluded to 
some “ arrows” that he had shot, and the ‘telling 
effect”? of which upon him [Mr. Evans} he ad- 
verted to. He supposed that that gentleman had | 
read the Hiad of Homer—it wasa learning not un- 
worthy of a chairman of Ways and Means; he 
would there- find mention of a certain “‘ far-darting 


who shot fatal darts invisibie to human eyes; like 
those darts were the gentlemau’s arrows, except 
as to their fatality. . Since they were invisible, no- 
body here had scen them, no one had felt them, 
and, therefore, all might well. be skeptical as to 
their existence. 

Mr. E. concluded by withdrawing his proposed 
amendment. 

Mr. BAYLY moved a further amendment to 
the substitute of the committee as amended, by 
providing “ That there shall be a reduction on the 
Atlantic coast equal to the force transierred trom | 
the Atlantic to the Pacific.” | 

Mr. B. explained his amendment, and, after a 
very 


CONRAD, withdrew it. 


extent. He was-eqypally satisfied that the law.of * 
1849 was intended to comprise the’ ‘entire. fiscal 
year of 1849. But the Secretary had given the 
jaw a different construction, and. expended 
| more inthe first half year than he. should: ha 

done under:a proper construction of, the law. 
There was a deficiency to. be supplied; and he 5 
willing to go to every reasonable extent to make 
up such deficiency, to prevent a ruinous reduction 
of the custom-house forces, such as. might €m- 
barrass or prevent a proper administration of the 
revenue laws, He believed the amount proposed 
to be provided for by the substitute of the Com- 
mittee of Waysand Means, especially as amended, 
would be ample. If, however, a further reduc- 
tion of those employed in guarding and collecting 
the revenues was necessary, he wished to guard 
the revenue marine service against any: further 
reduction. i s 7 : 

Mr. McLANE dwelt upon the importance of 
this branch of the service. He concluded by ex- 
pressing the opinion thatsome discretion should 
be left with the Secretary of the Treasury. in re- 
gard to the expenditure for the custom-house ser- 
vice in California. The extraordinary state of 
things existing in that remote region rendered jit 
absolutely necessary. He thought for that rea- 
son that California should be excepted from ‘the 
operations of the law of 1849, as weil.in regard to 
the expenditure as the amount of compensation to 
be paid the custom-house officers. . He was, how- 
ever, in favor of holding the Secretary to his own 
estimates of what was deemed necessary. P 

The question was then taken upon his amend- 
ment, and it was rejected. 

Mr. TOOMBS proposed an amendment, provi- 
ding that all laws fixing the compensation of offi- 
cers of the customs be suspended so far as regarded 
California and Oregon, until the further action of 
Congress. ; 

Mr. T. explained that the amendment was not 
intended to increase the expenditure, but to leave ` 
| with the Secretary a discretion equal to the pecu- 

i liar state, of things existing in California. ei 
The question was then taken on the amendment . 
of Mr. Toomgs, and agreed to, on a count by 

; tellers, by 92 ayes to 61 noes, : 


Mr. CHANDLER offered the following amend- 
ment: : 
| “Provided always, That there shall at no time be such a 
| reduction as to prevent the proper offices of any cu-tom- 
| house from having at bis command inspectors suificivat in 
number to take charge of vessels according to law? 3 
Mr. CHANDLER said: I have offered that 
amendment with a view of ‘warding off one of 
those arrows” which the honorable, chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and: Means. has. dis- 
i charged. with so litde discrimination; one > waa 
aimed at my constituents and 1’ choose ‘to turn it 
aside. The honorable geneman referred to an 
act which bore the appearance of fraud in Boston, 
j and, having dwelt on the enormity of the action, 
he imputed to New York and Philadelphia ‘ihe 
same offence. Iam not acquainted with the mer- 
cantile and revenue affairs of New! York, but I do 


| comprehend those of Philadelphia; and f ask the 


honorable gentlemen whether lie has any proof of 
such misconduct in that district? 

Mr. BAYLY said, that as it existed in Boston 
he inferred that it did in Philadelphia also. 

Mr. CHANDLER. ‘The gentleman Js wrong. 
I speak for Philadelphia only; and l say, now, that 
the out door officers of the customs have enough 


u i to do to take charge of the vessels that come to 
few remarks by Messrs. PHOENIX and |! 


i 


its port. . T 
l regret, Mr. Chairman, that the few minutes 


Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, offered an amend- 
ment, providing that there shall be no further re- 
duction in the revenue marine service. i 

Mr. McLANEremarked, that he desired to say | 


to the committee that the revenue marine service || 


had been already reduced since the passage of the | 
law of 1849 some sixteen officers; and the reason | 
why he now desired the adoption of the amend- ; 
ment was, that he had understood that the Secre: 
tary of the Treasury had it in contemplation, im- 
mediately after action on the joint resolution, to 
make a still further reduction of some five or six 
in each grade of this service. 

Mr. McL. said he would notat this time enter 
into a discussion of the merits of the law of 1849. 
He was, for one, satisfied that specific appropria- 
tion was the constitutional mode of appropriation, 
and should be insisted upon to every practicable 


i 


| 
| 


| allowed me to explain my amendment wall not 
| permit me to go into the merits of the question, as 
iit has been argued. lam prepared to do it; and 

| desire the opportunity. But d must content my- 

self now with springing from headland. to head- 

| Jand, as the honorable gentleman” from Virginia 

| did when he measured the coast of the counuy, and 

| must use some future opportunity to follow him 

into the streams, midlands, and shorelands of the 

i CASE. : 

. Mr. Chairman, this bill, and the arguments of 
those who.support it, go to the destruction of 
| the revenue service, and may be fairly regarded 
as not only an encouragement, but an invitation to 
smuggling. . Sir, there are for the custom-house 
of Philadelphia only forty-six day inspectors, 
(there were SO many, 1 mean, before the recent 
dismissal took place;) and of these seven (7) are 


i 
i 


| 
| 
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at diferent points above and below the city, 
guarding a space of forty miles on the Delaware; 
and five miles on the Schuylkill. And, what is 
more, Mr. Chairman, this number of the most ne- 
cessary officers has not been increased since 1846; 
while the business of the port has been vastly 
augmented, and the enlargement of business above 
the city, and the extension of business limits, have 
been very great. The augmentation of business 
may be judged of by the fact, that the cash re- 
ceipts of the custom-house in Philadelphia, in 
January, 1846, were but litle over two hundred 
thousand dollars, ($200,000;) while in January 
of this year, they much exceed five hundred thou- 
sand dollars ($500,000.) Sir, not only will the | 
reduction of the officers of the fevenue greatly 
retard the business movements of merchants, | 
already sufficiently harassed, but it will prevent | 
collections, and thus reduce the revenue; and, | 
worse than that, the unguarded coast and wharves 
will invite the smuggler. And I need not tell 
honorable gentlemen, that there are few more de- 
moralizing pursuits than that of the smuggler. _ 

The act of March 3, 1849, which has given rise 
to these troubles, is most injurious. And since 
the honorable gentleman speaks of arrows, I may 
be allowed to say that the bill, so full of mischief, 
was a Parthian arrow shot by a retiring Ad- 
ministration, to injure, and if possible destroy, 
the pursuing and incoming Administration. ln- 
deed, Mr. Chairman, [ discern in the temper and 
application of those who present and advocate the 
temporary bill now before the committee, a deter- 
mination to carry out the threat more than once 
made -to stop the wheels of Government. 

(Mr. CARTER and others reminded Mr. C. 
that such a threat had come from a gentleman on 
his side of the House.] 

Mr. CHANDLER continued. The conduct of 
gentlemen on the other side of the House show 
where the disposition to stop the wheels is exer- 
cised, But it may be that the remark did come 
from this cide of the House. “All are not Israel 
that are of Israel’? And I do see a few honorable 
gentlemen who, while I rejoice to count them 
among the Whigs, I only wish they would speak 
and vote a little more with us. 

Bur, sir, the wish to ‘stop the wheels of govern- 
ment” is apparent on theother side of the House; 
and [ say tothe honorable gentleman from Virginia, 
without meantng to impute to him any such in- 
tention, that this disturbing the custom-house, 
this interference with the revenue, this vexatious 
delay in mercantile action, seems rather to be in- 
tended to lubricate the wheels of party by the 
life juices of the working people and the business | 
men of the country. 

Mr. C. concluded by withdrawing his proposed 
amendñent. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, proposed the 
following amendment to the substitute of the com- 
mittee us amended, viz: 

To strike out all of said amendment after the 
year 1849, and insert: The following sums be, and | 
the same are hereby, appropriated for the second | 
half of the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1850: | 
For the expenses of collecting the re- 

VENUE cree ce cece nec ener cee c cn ee 0 $780,000 | 
To additional expense occasioned by 


i 
l 
| 
j 


l 
the warehousing system authorized... 50,000 | 
Expenses of new districts in ‘Texas, 
Ovegon, & 6.2.66 ee eee eee eee eseese. 25,000 
Expenses of new districts in Cali- 
FONiA.sesesesosresoosreseeseseess. 100,000 
Arnual increase of new districts, in- 
crease of business...... caveceeveee ce. 50,000 | 


together with such sums iù addition as may be | 
received for cartage, labor, and storage. 

Mr. THOMPSON said: In offering this 
amendment, my object is to maintain and carry | 
out the Jaw of 1849, from the principles of | 
which bill I will not consent to depart. In the ji 
face of that law the Secretary of the ‘Treasury has !| 
expended for the first half of the fiscal year over | 
$1,291,600; which subtracted from the sum al- 
lowed him by the law of 1849, $1,560,000, leaves 
him only $269,000. This sum, Ladmit, is wholly 
insufficient, and | find myself constrained to en- | 
large the appropriation, while I leave the country | 
to hold him responsible for his own misdoing, | 
profligacy, and disregard of law. The bill as it | 
now stands, without the amendments which were 
attached to it on the motion of the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr Vinron,] and the gentleman from ; 


i 
i 
t 
i 


| figures without change or alteration. 


Georgia, [Mr. Toomss,] gives him $1,066,318, 
exclusive of cartage, drayage, storage, labor, &c., 


which -by the estimate given to the House on yes- | 


terday, by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Vin- 
ToN,] is equal to $181,000 for the first half of the 
fiscal year, thus making for the current half of tive 
fiscal year $1,247,318. By the amendments al- 
ready made, the Secretary has this amount to 
meet the expensés incurred on the Atlantic coast 
in the collection of revenues, and an unlimited 
amount-at his disposal for the Pacific coast. This 
is more. than‘he asks at our hands. He only re- 
quires $1,325,000. The bill, as it now stands, 
allows him at least $1,400,000. Iam opposed to 
the whole system of indefinite discretionary ap- 
propriations. I will sustain no such appropri- 
atgon by any vote of mine. In lieu of all this, I 
offer my amendment, making specific appropri- 
ations, maintaining the principles and the policy 
of the law of 1849. 

The setting aside this law is overlooked, and 
provision is made for each item specifically. For 
the collection of the revenue from customs he is 
allowed $780,000. Thus, taking him upon his 
own premises, | follow without abatement his esti- 
mates for what he is pleased to denominate the 
extraordinary expenses. I repeat, | take his own 
For the 
warehousing system he asks, and my amend- 
ment gives, $50,000; expenses for the new dis- 
ricts in Texas, Oregon, &c., $25,000; for Cali- 
fornia, $100,000; increase of business, &c., 
$90,000. 

Now, if you add the $50,000 for the increase of 
business, which is at the rate of $100,000 per an- 
num, he will have for the collection of the rev- 
enue $830,000. For the districts on the Pacific he 
will have all he asks, and if he has estimated this 
expense too low, he, and he alone, is responsible. 
I shall not relieve him from his responsibility. 
Add these sums together, and my amendment 
allows him $1,005,000 for this current half of the 
fiscal yeal. Now, if you add to this the cost of 
cartage, drayage, labor, &c., at the before men- 
tioned rate, $181,000, he will have a sum total of 
$1,186,000, which is only $139,000 less than what 
he claims. He can, without injury to the public 
service, carry on the public service for this sum. 
Such is my opinion, and to this extent 1 will go, 
and no further. Suppose this amendment carries, 
the expenditures of this fiscal year, the sum of 
$1,291,000 having been already expended, will 
amount to $2,477,000—a larger amount than has 
been heretofore expended on this service. How 
can we hold ourselves excusable, if we adopt the 
Presidential recommendation of an observance of 
a strict economy in tbe appropriation and expen- 
diture of public money? Sir, this House holds the 
key of the Treasury, and the people will hold us 
responsible for the faithful expenditure of their 
money. I shall meet it frankly. l know I ean 


effect but little without the codperation of the ex- |! 


ecutive officers. But let us hold them up to the 
full performance of their duty—their whole duty. 
The Secretary shudders at this contemplated 
retrenchment, but small as it is, he can make it. 
One word in relation to what was said by the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Cuanpier,] 
that this bill was passed with a view of embar- 
rassing this Administration. The geneman is 
mistaken, egregiously in error. 


my fault that it did not become a law applicable 
to the last Administration. It was advocated by 
me because it was right. It received the sanction 
of a Whig House of Representatives; and I do 
not believe that a single member on either side of 
this House advocated or sustained the law on any 
other consideration, with any other motive but to 
subserve the public interest. ‘The reflection he 
makes becomes the embittered partisan more than 
the statesman. It is a miserable effort to hide 
and cover up the blunders and delinquencies of 
the Secretary of the-Treasury—to escape the 
effects of the law by an appeal to the partisan 
feelings of the House and the country. The 
very reflection made shows that the arrows which 
have been shot from this side of the House have 
taken a most deadly effect. Such a charge might 
be made by miserable party papers, seeking to be 
noticed; but it does not set well with, nor 
become the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 

I now call on gentlemen to show their faith by 
their works. 


l advocated this | 
| bill, because } considered it right, and it was not 


does it | th 


| 
| 


| tion made out of order. 


Mr. WINTHROP desired to offer an amend- 
ment. : 7 
Mr. CARTER moved that the committee rise 
and report progress. 

The question was taken, and decided in the 
negative. 

The question now being on the amendment of 
Mr. Tuompson to the amendment, it was taken 
by tellers, (Messrs. Tuomas and Casey acting as 
such,) and decided in the negative—ayes 90, noes 


Mr. RUMSEY moved that the committee now 
rise and report the bill. The committee was di- 
vided, and the Chair proceeded to count the affirm- 
ative. 

Mr. SCHENCK rose to a question of order. 
The committee, he said, had not yet voted on the 
amendment of the Committee of Ways and Means 
as-amended. 

Mr. RICHARDSON here rose to a question of 
order, whether any motion could intervene when a 
motion was pending for the committee to rise? 

Mr. INGE also insisted upon the point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the gentleman 


i from New York, before the count was completed, 


withdrew the motion for the committee to rise. 

Mr. INGE made a point of order, whether the 
gentleman could withdraw the motion after the 
count on one side had been announced? 

The CHAIRMAN was understood to decide 
that the motion could be withdrawn at any time 
before the vote was announced, 

Mr. INGE appealed from that decision, main- 
taining that it was not in order for a gentlemen to 
withdraw after the commitee had been divided, and 
the count on the affirmative side announced. 

The CHAIRMAN explained that he had de- 
cided in accordance with the practice of the House, 
which he believed was that a motion could be 
withdrawn at any time before the decision was 
announced. 

Mr. ROOT said the motion to rise was one 
which the Chair should not have entertained. 
The motion was made out of order; and there 
was no disorder certainly in withdrawing a mo- 

The committee could not 
rise and report the bill until the question had been 
taken on the substitute of the Committee of Ways 
and Means as amended. 

The question was then put, and the decision of 
the Chairman was sustained without a count. 

Mr. VINTON again gave notice of the amend- 
ment whieh he intended to propose.to the original 
resolution—the same as that proposed by him to 
the substitute, and which had been adopted. 

Mr. ROOT moved that the committee rise and 
report progress. 

The question was put and carried in the afirm- 
ative. The committee rose accordingly, and the 
Chairman reported progress. 

A motion was then made that when the House 
adjourns it be until Monday next. 

The Committee on Enrolled Bills made a report 
back as correctly enrolled — 

The joint resolution of the Senate providing for 
the purchase of the manuscript of Washington’s 
Farewell Address; 

The joint resolution providing for the binding of 
the public documents; and 

The bill authorizing the accounting officers of 
the Treasury to settle the accounts of Newton 
Lane, late pension agent. 

The question recurring on the motion to ad- 
journ till Monday next— 

Mr. PRESTON KING said he saw no good 
reason for adjourning over,and therefore demanded 
the yeas and nays; which were refused. 

Tellers were then demanded on the question. 
They were ordered. The members having passed 
between the tellers, it was ascertained that there 
were 80 ayes and 77 noes. 

So the House agreed to adjourn till Monday 
next. 

On motion, the House then, at a late hour, ad- 
journed till Monday next. 


PETITIONS, &e, 

The following petitions, &c., were presented, 
and referred under the rule. 
By Mr. REED: ‘he petition of professors and students of 
e Theological Seminary at Canonsburg, for cheap postage. 
By Mr. MEACHAM: The petition of A. G, Cladwickand | 
others, of St. Johnsbury, Vermont., asking for reduction of 
postage. Referred to the Committee on the Post Office and, 
Post Roads. 
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By Mr. BOOTH: The petition. of Charles L. Chaplain 
and others, of the State of Connecticut, praying to be pro- 
tected against the infringement of a patent-right; which. is 
used in the British provinces of North America ana the ar- 
ticles made in said provinces sold in the United States to the 
injury and against the rights.of the petitioners. 

Also, the petition of Eli Whitney, of Whitneyville, in the 

State of Connecticut, and 77 other persons, praying for the 
reduction of postage on prepaid letters to two cents per haif 
ounce, 
t By Mr. WILMOT: The petition signed by 75 citizens of 
Bradford county, Pennsylvania, remonstrating against the 
employment by Government of Chaplains for either House 
‘of Congress and inthe Army and Navy of the United States. 
Referred to the, Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. CONGER: The memorial of 600 citizens of Cort- 
land county, New York, for the relief of Drayton and Sayre, 
now in prison in the District of Columbia, and for the aholi- 
tion of slavery in said District. 

By Mr, FITCH: The account and accompanying papers” 
of Thompson Barnett, of Indiana, for mail services. Re- 
ferred to the Cominittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. RUMSEY: The petition of citizens of Hume, Al- 
legany.county, New York, for cheap postage. 

By Mr. GILMORE: The petition from citizens of Arm- 
strong county, praying for a change in the present tariff 
laws, Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BUTLER, of Connecticut: The memorial of Gid- 
con Close and others, praying a reduction of postage. Re- 
ferred to the. Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 

Also, the memorial of William Cothren and others, pray- 
ing a reduction of postage. Referred to the Committee on 

. the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. ALBERTSON: The petition of Samuel Hall and 
fifty-six others, citizens of Gibson county, Indiana, praying 
the, passage of a law. establishing a system of postage ata 
rate barely sufficient to defray the expenses of the Depart- 
ment aside from the expenses incurred by the franking 
privilege. Referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. / 

By Mr. OWEN: The petition of Henry G. Ross and 
others of the city of Macon, in the State of Georgia, request- 
ing Congress to grant them the benefit of cheap postage by 
estublishing the rates of postage on prepaid letters at two 
cents per half ounce. 

By Mr. HOLLIDAY: The petition of the heirs of Capt. 
John McAdams, of Northumberland county, Virginia, ask- 
ing for commutation pay, &c. 


IN SENATE, 
Frivar, February 8, 1850, 
TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 
MEMORIAL FOR DISSOLUTION OF THE UNION. 


The VICE PRESIDENT announced the first 
business in order to be the unfinished business of 
yesterday morning. The question then pending 
was on a motion to receive a petition presented by 
the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. HALE] 
from inhabitants of Pennsylvania and Delaware, 
praying for the immediate and peaceful dissolution 
of the Union. On this subject the Senator from 
Illinois [Mr. Doveras] was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, when I yielded 
the floor yesterday to the honérable Senator from 
Virginia, [Mr. Honrer,] I was about proceeding 
to remark. that I had understood. it- to be the 
uniform practice of the Senate for the last twenty 
years—as long as this agitation of slavery has 
prevailed on the floor of Congress—to lay the mo- 
tion to receive petitions relating to the subject on 
the table. Thatis to say, when the petitions came 
from individuals, or from public meetings, or as- 
sociations, relating to the slavery question, the 
motion to receive them was to be laid upon the 
table; but if the petitions or memorials came from 
States, then they were to be received and printed. 
Understanding this to be the uniform practice of 
the Senate upon this subject, I have adhered to 
and acquiesced in that practice in the votes which 
I have given. [am not aware of one instance in 
which a petition relating to this slavery agitation 
coming from the North has been received, and the 
only departure that I am aware of from this prin- 

' ciple—if it is a departure, and I think it is one 
clearly—was in the case of the proceedings of the 
meeting presented the other day by the Senator 
from North Carolina. Then a motion was made 
to receive; the Senate refused to lay that motion 
upon the table, and received the memorial. The 
reason assigned for it was, that this memorial 
asked for no action, but was simply a remon- 
strance against the action of the Senate upon this 
question. I must confess, sir, that 1 was very 
much amazed when I found that myself and one 
other Senator [Mr. Brapsvry] were the only in- 
dividuals who voted against the reception of that 
memorial; for, sir, I had supposed that if it was 
proper to receive a memorial to Congress against 
any Specific action upon the slavery question here, 
it was proper to receive one for it; if one side had 
aright to petition, the other side had a right to 
petition; and, if it was proper to receive petitions 
against, it. was proper to receive. them. for it. 
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r side of the question it may be. 


; American Union. 


Hence; sir, I: kad supposed that. the Senate were 


going to adhere to the rule and practice which has 
hitherto obtained, of refusing to receive memorials 
upon this subject, whether they: come from the 
North or from the South, whether for or against 
the institution of slavery. 

Well, sir, it so happened that yesterday a me- 
morial came from the State of Pennsylvania, I 
think, in which the memorialists protest against 
the admission into this Union of any States whose 
laws tolerate the institution of slavery. Here, sir, 
was a memorial upon the same question, asking 
for nothing, but objecting to any action by this 
Congress; and when that memorial ‘came, it was 
precisely the case of the one from North Carolina 
—a memorial against action upon this question. 
A motion was made to lay it: upon the table, and 
that motion, concerning a petition against any ac- 
tion, goes upon the table, and the resolutions were 
received. J voted, sir, to lay both upon the table. 
I believed that, in voting for bosh motions, I was 
acting in accordance with the practice and usage 
of the Senate for the last quarter of a century; but 
it seems, unless the matter was not duly considered 
by Senators, that our rule is to be that one side of 
the Union may petition,and its petitiéns be re- 
ceived, and the other side petition and its petitions 
be condemned and excluded, on the same subject 
and.on the same principle. 

Mr. HALE, (in his seat.) That is it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I, for one, must be permitted 
to say that I cannot sanction, as far as | am con- 
cerned, this discrimination upon the doctrine of 
petition. Itis time that we begin to investigate 
this question of the doctrine of petition, and to 
have rules and usages that can be adhered to, 
when a petition of this character comes, from 
whatever quarter it may come, and upon whatever 
Lam willing to 
take the responsibility of laying upon the table all 
that relate to this slavery agitation. F believe that 
agitation is wrong. I believe that its tendency 
is to alienate the affections of the people from the 
Union, and eventually, perhaps, endanger the ex- 
istence of the Union itself; but if l am to be called 
upon to Jay upon the table the motion to receive 
petitions for action, I must do it also in the case 
of petitions against action. If I am to be called 
upon to Jay on the table every petition from the 
North which prays for non-action, | must call 
upon my southern friends to reject also petitions 
from the South that require non-action upon. this 
question. I wish to see a principle adopted and a 
practice sustained and adhered to here, which ap- 
plies alike tothe North and to the South, and to 
petitions alike from every section of the Union, 
when the petitions relate to the same subject and 
ask for the same kind of action. ? 

But, sir, there seems to be a sentiment prevailing 
among many that all petitions are to be received 
here and the prayer considered, and that the re- 
fusal to do it is a violation of the right of petition. 
I recognize the right of the people to petition to 
the fullest extent. I have given no vote which in- 
vades or restrains the doctrine of the right of every 
citizen to petition. I hold, however, that the right 
to petition only extends so far as the right exists 
to grant the prayer of the petitioner. If every man 
has the right to petition on every subject, he must 
direct his petition to that tribunal which has com- 
petent jurisdiction over the sub ect. 

But I will not go into. a discussion of that 
branch of the subject. I hold further that, under 
the Constitution, the Senate has the right to dis- 
pose of all petitions in such manner as the Senate 
shall deem proper. The Constitution provides 
ihat we shall prescribe our own rules of proceed- 
ing, and, sir, it is as competent to reject the prayer 
of the petition, on a motion to lay the question of 
reception on the table, as it is to vote down a bill 
before the Senale sustaining the prayer of the pe- 
tition. It is only a question of expediency and 
propriety how far we shall proceed in the different 
steps of legislation on petitions which shall be 
presented; and I am free to say that there are 
certain petitions which I am not willing to take 
up the time of the Senate in voting to receive, 
read, lay on the table, and refer toa committee; 
and of all petitions. that can be devised, the pe- 
tition now before us is one of that character. It 
is no less, sir, than a petition to dissolve the 
Sir, is this Senate under obli- 
gations to receive with respectand consider prop- 
ositions to dissolve the American Unien? 


not, sir: First, we baveno: power under the,Con« 
stitution to grant the prayer of the peon 
secondly, if we had the power, it is móral treason: 
to give countenance and: encouragement. to: the 
prayer of such a petition. -For one, sir; toam 
utterly opposed. to its: reception... There is no 
right in the. doctrine ‘of ‘petition that wilt authors 
ize the citizens of this Republic, or ‘any portions 
of them who are reckless enough: to do so, to-ask 
us to receive and hear the prayer of petitions for 
the dissolution of the American. Union: L'am 
glad we are now to have a test question on this 
subject—to test whether all petitions of every 
kind and description that madmen may choose to 
send to us are to be received and acted upon by 
the Senate. I shall vote against the reception of 
petitions not only upon this subject, but in rela: 
tion to that whole class of subjects the tendencies 
of which are to weaken the bondstof the Ameri- 
can Union, or to result in its ultimate dissolution. 

Here, sir, you have the question directly pre- 
sented whether you will receive this petition to 
dissolve the Union. Upon the slavery question 
this matter only comes up in its ‘tendencies, 
Every man sees that this slavery agitation has but 
one tendency, and that that tendency is: to sever 
the Union forever. I shall vote against the re- 
ception of this petition to dissolve the Union, and: 
I think the Senate ought to adhere to the good old 
practice of laying upon the table every ‘petition 
the direct and inevitable tendency-of which is. to 
lead to the same result, only by slower and more 
indirect steps. 

Mr. MANGUM. I desire to hear the petition 
read, sir. 

The petition was accordingly read. - 

_Mr. STURGEON. When I heard that peti- 
tion announced to the Senate yesterday, | was 
utterly astonished, so much so that 1 was induced 
to go to the Clerk’s table and examine the papers; 
and from that examination | undertake to say that 
the whole matter is spurious. The names of the 
petitioners all appear to be in one handwriting, 
one half of them at least in pencil mark, and the 
other half most probably in the handwriting of 
the person who sent it here. 

Now, Mr. President, E am somewhat acquaint- 
ed with the feelings of that class of society in 
Pennsylvania called Quakers. I regret the opin- 
ions which they entertain in relation to the subject 
of slavery, F differ with them on that subject; and 
when petitions on this question have been for- 
warded to me for presentation to this body, I have 
enclosed them ina letter begging them to take them 
back, as I could not undertake-the presentation of 
them. In consequence of my adoption: of this 
course, I have had very few petitionssentto my. care! 
on this subject, especially forthe lase four or five: 
years. But let the feelings of this society be what! 
they may—and I have nothing to gain from- them 
in politics, for they are all old Federalists of the 
school of 1799, and I never received any favors 
from them—let the opinions of this society be what: . 
they may, Í nowdeclare in my place ‘here, ‘that 
that society entertain no such sentiments as arc 
contained in that petition. It: has proceeded; 1 
have no manner of doubt, from some violent black= 
hearted abolitionist, who has got it up and signed 
names to it; and l now denounce it as a spurious 
document. i 

Mr. HALE. I regret that, if the Senator from 
Pennsylvania was so anxious to find out who were 
the petitioners, he did not come to me, The Sen- 
ator seems to think that they are black-hearted 
federalists, abolitionists, and whigs of 1799. I beg 
leave to Inform the honorable Senator from Penri- 
sylvania that I have a petition of a very different 
character, to which the names are all signed’ by 
different persons, and if the gentleman wii exam- 
ine it he will find that the names are:not spurious; 
1 do not know the color of their. hearts. 

Mr. MASON. -Will the’ Senator from New 
Hampshire be good enough to send to the Clerk’s: 
| table the letter which: enclosed: that petition, and 
have it read? : . 

Mr. HALE. Certainly, certainly. 

The letter-was accordingly read. 

Mr. HALE. I want, before I sit down, simply 
to refresh «the recollection of the Senate and: the 
Senator from Illinois in regard-to a mauer of his- 
tory om this’subject. i find, upon examining the 
Journal of the Senate of the 21st of March, 1848, 
that there were several petitions presented from 


E hold- 


citizens of Baltimore. praying for the abolition of 
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slavery in the Disttict of Columbia. Objection 
wadiade to: their reception, and the motion was 
laid upon the table. 

The same Senator (myself) presented several 
etitions. from inhabitants of Pennsylvania and 

elaware, praying Congress to take such meas- 
ures as would effect a change in the laws, so as to 
abolish slavery throughout the Union. That pe- 
tition shared the same fate. 

The Journal then reads as follows: 

“Mr. Have presented cight petitions from inhabitants of 
Pennsylvania praying for the adoption of a measure for the 
peaceful dissolution of the Union. 

6 Ordered, That they jie on the table.” 

I find, sir, upon the very next page the yeas and 
nays were taken, and the delegation from Illinois 
was. full atthe time. So that two years ago, pe- 
titions asking precisely the same action on the 
part of the Senate were received and laid npon the 
table, and were not then considered such alarming 
matters as they are now. 

Mr, DOUGLAS. Will the honorable Senator 
from New Hampshire (Mr. Hare} allow me to 
ask him whether this is not the fact in regard to 
that petition, that it was received before the na- 
ture of the petition was known, and, being re- 
ceived, the only mode to get rid of it was to lay 
it instantly on the table? . 

Mr. HALE. Well, sir; I can answer the Sen- 
ator that that was not the case. I never presented 
a petition to the Senate without explaining the 
purport of it fully, and generally in a pretty aud- 
ible tone of voice. {| have generally no difficulty 
in making myself heard. The record does not 
say so. There were no yeas and nays taken on 
the question, but on my own motion the petitions 
were laid on the table, because | did not know 
to what committee they appropriately belonged. 
This petition 1 propose to refer to the Committee 
on Territories, because one of the contingencies 
on which a dissolution is to take place is, if we 
adoptthe measure which the Committee on Terri- 
tories reported last session, and may propose again 
this session, 

Mr. DOUGLAS. You had better not send it 
to the Committee on the Territories, for I hope 
there is no man on that committee in favor of a 
dissolution of the Union, either peaceably or for- 
cibly. 

r. DAWSON. The question of slavery, 
Mr. President, I will not now enter into, 1 wish 
to ask some questions of the honorable Senator 
from New Hampshire. Does he recognize the 
power in the Congress of the United States to 
peaceably or forcibly dissolve this Union? Isat 
his desire to lay the foundation for the commence- 
ment of sucl a process? Does he feet himself as 
a patriot, as a Senator representing one of the 
sovereign States of this Union, called upon to pre- 
sent that tremendous question in this body? If he 
believes that Congress has that power, then let 
that petition be received; or if the honorable Sen- 
ator is instructed by his constituency to make the 
effort, then let it be received. Why are we con- 
stantly irritated here by the presentation of peti- 
tions of this kind, upon which he knows that there 
can be no action on the part of Congress? Is it 
for the purpose of irritating one section of this 
country? or is it to gratify the feelings of those 
who are said to be fanatics upon this subject? If 
it be neither of these motives, why, sir, disturb 
the peace and harmony of this Union, and the 
legitimate business of this body, by the presenta- 
tion of such petitions? Isit to gratify a personal 
feeling? or what object is there in it? 

This question about the Union is one that I am 
not going now to discuss. Jf gentlemen have in- 
ward feelings driving them into an attempt to dis- 
solve this Union, they had better"not express those 
feelings here. If they do, let it be upon an ocea- 
sion when the voice of this: body ean be constitu- 
tionally expressed. | have made up my mind 
upon no question of this kind to discuss any grave 
constitutional question; but | do think it is due to 
the country, due to this Union—North and South, 
East and West—that they be told what are the 
motives of gentlemen in presenting such petitions. 
The honorable Senator from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
Srurceoy,] knowing the constitutional objections 
existing against the exercise of such power by this 
body, like a patriot and Senator, refused to pre- 
sent those petitions from his own State, to harass, 
irritate, and perplex this body; and they find no 
avenue through him, and only through Senators 
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from other States. I ask the honorable Senator 
from New Hampshire if he knows the feelings of 
the people of Pennsylvania upon this subject? and 
I ask him if it becomes him as a Senator to be re- 
ceiving every petition from persons unknown to 
him, to be presented to this body—petitions un- 
certain in their character often, and leading to no 
good? 2 
Now, sir, when the gentleman places himself in 
a position to be the mere avenue of irritation—the 
mere source fromi which everything calculated to 
perplex this body shall come—it is a constitution- 
al right he has to present them, and it is also a 
constitutional right we have to say to him, under 
the powers delegated to us-as Senators, that we 
are not that body that has been designated to dis- 
solve this Union, and that we areabody who, rep- 
resenting the sovereignty of these States, should 
let that feeling go before the Union; but with us 
here no such efforts can find favor. i 
But, I repeat, $do not intend to discuss that 
question. If the feelings of this country are of 
such a character as to urge any portion of this peo- 
ple to believe that they are improperly linked to- 
gether by this constitution, then, if the proper ap- 
plication is made to dissolve. this connexion, we 
will hear it; but here in this body, I say again, 
let it not prevail. Peaceably it can never be done 
~—forcibly would be a degradation. The gentle- 


of no constitutional power, but probably toa for- 
cible revolution, commencing either in this body 
or in the other. But yet the people abroad, know- 
ing that Congress has no power to dissolve the 
Union, are led to believe that gentlemen are lead- 
ing on, step by step, to bring us to a state of revo- 
lution. Can it be viewed in any other light? And 
yet we are to sit here from day to day and see 


from Pennsylvania says, by spurious papers into 
this body. What I regret is, that there should be 
ears willing or hands prepared to receive these pa- 
pers thus calculated to disturb, and present them 
here. Why, sir, if I were, as a southern man, to 
present such petitions from my section of the 
Union, I should be denounced from one end of the 
country to the other as a traitor to the Constitu- 
tion, and designing to dissolve the Union, which 
has been cemented by the blood of those more 
worthy than we are. Yet it is here done day after 
day, hour after hour; and if a southern man says 
a word he is denounced. To whom do they re- 
fer? Who are they to operate upon? Are they 
intended to operate upon the section of country 
that gave them birth? Is it not the design to de- 
stroy our political and constitutional rights, and to 
degrade our equality and personal position in this 
republic? ‘These are personal questions which all 
should look at; but the exercise of constitutional 
power here ought to be respected, and the Senate 
ought to put down such attempts. Should the 
Senator do what he would not dare to do in his 
own private character—that which, as £ know, 
that gentleman’s feelings would not permit him to 
do? Hence E say that it is wrong, radically 
wrong, to allow himself to be made a mere instru- 
ment in the hands of designing men, to present 
memorials either to divide the Union or to divide 
any portion of this Union, when he knows it can 
lead to no constitutional action. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I would have 
been gratified if a little of this admonition had been 
called furth on some other occasion. I have sat 
here during this session, and I have heard this 
Union not only threatened, but its dissolution an- 
nounced. [sat yesterday and heard the Senator 
from North Carolina [Mr. Maneum] say, in ref-, 
erence to a course of legislation which he well 
knew had been adopted by Congress within the 
last two years, that if it was persisted in, he and 
others had placed themselves in a position of re- 
sistance to it, in which they would defend them- 
selves at every hazard. I have heard it again and 
again declared by Senators coming from another 
section of the Union, that if Congress should adopt 
certain measures they would not submit, but would 
resist them at every hazard. Such declarations 
called forth no rebuke. ‘The Senator from Georgia 


; (Mr. Dawson] sat in his seat as quietly as } did; 


but now some people who do not hold exactly to 
that mode of duing business, who do not come 
here threatening and denouncing the Union, be- 
leving that Senators are in earnest in their th reais, 


ask us to do it peaceably, as they are non-resist- 


these agitations brought, as the honorable Senator: 


man knows that all his efforts tend to the exercise || 


ant; and all this indignation is worked up and 
poured ont on my head. The Senate is called upon 
to put me down, and an appeal is made to know 
why the Senator dared to present such a petition. 
Sir, I dare walk up to the line of my constitutional 
duty, as f understand it. I dare do everything 
that I believe to be constitutional, and the Sen- 
ate cannot put me down until they resolve to put 
down the constitutional privileges of the State 
which I in part represent here. So far as I under- 
stand those rights and privileges I will exercise and 
defend them, and when I cannot defend them so 


i far, I will no longerdisgrace the seat I occupy, or 


the constituency who sent me here, but I will go 
home and tell them I had not the courage to 
vindicate the constitutional privileges which they 
| sent me here to maintain. So far as my course 
is concerned, and I must judge of it for my- 
self within the line of constitutional duty, I 
must counsel according to the light God has given 
me and the convictions of my own understanding. 
I will go neither to the North nor the South for 
counsel, but when in the exercise of my duty I 
transgress any of the rules of this body, any privi- 
| leges of anybody else, or any of the requirements 
of the Constitution, [ shall submit to anything 
: which the Senate, in the exercise of its power, and 
| in the vindication of its dignity, may see fit to offer. 
So much in relation to that. 

In regard to this petition, I see nothing irritating 
or insulting in it. We have to hear every day 
from the other side of the chamber very different 
language from this petition. Jt has nothing to do 
with any action in reference to slavery—it asks 
that Congress shall propose immediate measures 
for the peaceable dissolution of the Union. And 
let me say, that if the argument set forth by the 
Senator from Georgia [Mr. Dawson] to-day, and 
by the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Uxprrwoop]} 
| yesterday, is to be the rule by which the good peo- 
| ple of the United States are to be measured, then 
the right of petition is not worth anything, for it 
amounts to nothing. ‘Those Senators put it on 
the ground that I have no right to present a pe- 
tition here for action upon a subject upon which I 
believed Congress had no power to act. That is 
not my business—not at all. It is for the people 
to judge as to, what they shall petition for, and 
when the time comes for action, then I have the 
right to judge as to what is the power of Con- 
gress to grant their prayer. The people who pe- 
tition have the right to judge also whether Con- 
gress has a right to act, and then when the sub- 
ject is before us we have the right to judge and 
decide on the propriety and power of Congress to 
act. 

The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Unprrwoop] 
yesterday advanced a doctrine which he advanced 
a year ago; which I was sorry to hear repeated by 
him, for { was sorry that a mind so discriminating 
as his should entertain an erroneous opinion so 
long. That is, if a petition asks for action which 
has no reference to my person or property, I have 
no right to present it. Sir, that would exclude 
nine-tenths of all the petitions presented here. 
| Why, the greater number of petitioners here, ask- 
ing for the abolition of corporal punishment in 
the navy, according to this argument, would be 
excluded, for they would have no right to petition 
if they had not received the lash on their backs. 
So in regard to the petitions for the abolition of 
the grog rations—nobody .would havea right to 
_petien except those subject to that discipline, If 
you take the two restrictions laid down by the 
Senators from Kentucky and Georgia, and have 
a committee to sift these petitions, you would ex- 
clude ninety-nine hundredths of the petitions pre- 
sented here, because in the first place every Sen- 
ator who presents a petition must believe in the 
right of Congress to grant the prayer, and in the 
next place, if he has no direct interest in the sub- 
ject of the petition, he has no right to present it. 
| And thus the right of petition would be narrowed 
: down and whittled away to a mere nothing, 

I have nothing more to say, and I hope the 
question will be at once taken. I hope the peti- 


| on will be disposed of in the usual way and laid 


on the table, though I will not make the motion 
to do it. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. f wish to make a remark 
simply in reply to the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire, [Mr. Haxz.] In laying down the principle 
which 1 did yesterday, and which was but the re- 


assertion of a principle which I have for years 
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entertained, I did not intend to restrict the right of 
petition to the point which the Senator supposes 
my language meant.” I know that in the general 
regulations in-reference to the affairs of society 
everybody haa an interest. Everybody has an 
interest, for instance, in the case which the gentle- 
man put; for, although I may not now be a sailor 
in the service, I may become one, and therefore I 
have a direct interest in the laws which rerulate 
the discipline of the service. Now I put it to the 
gentleman whether he has not the discrimination 
to see the entire want of application in the case he 
put by way of illustration to the principle E an- 
nounced? Wherever there is any general rule 
regulating the affairs of society which can here- 
after operate on an individual, whatever it may 
be, by the establishment of the rule, it is an affair 
in which he has a personal interest. It operates 
on him, though not at the instant, yet pro- 
spectively, and he therefore has a right to be heard. 
These are not the class of cases I intended to em- 
brace in the remarks I made. Those are of such 
a character that neither now or in time to come 
can the law which the memorialists seek to pass 
Operate on them, and these are a class of cases 
where I utterly deny the right of petition. Now, 
let me ask the Senator from New Hampshire, how 
can a law, either in this District or in any State of 
this Confederacy, in reference to slavery, operate 
ona citizen of New Hampshire who may remain 
at home all his life? It is utterly impossible that 
He may remove. 


it can operate on him, 

Mr. HALE, (in his paat, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. The Senator says ‘he 
may remove, and become a citizen of a State 
where the law, would operate, and because by 
possibility he may do that, therefore he has a 
right to petition. Well, let us test the question, 
in this aspect, if you'please. Have Ia right to 
petition Great Britain for a law operating on her 
citizens? Will the gentleman say I havea rizht 
to petition a foreign country to regulate her do- 
mestic code in such a way that when I choose to 
become a denizen or a naturalized citizen I may 
have the benefit of the laws I desired to have 
passed? I deny that I have such a right. We 
may, then, without injustice to the citizen of New 
Hampshire, refuse to grant to him the right of pe- 
‘tiuening in reference to a law which is to eperate 
solely in other States, until he becomes a citizen 
of one of them. When he does become a citizen 
of one of them, I should be ready to hear him, but 
not until then. The distinctions which 1 have 
drawn, | think, are just and clear, and can easily 
be comprehended, and I think, therefore, it is a 
safe rule that I announced yesterday. 

A word or two in reference to this petition, I 
recollect the first petition, I believe, of a similar 
character, that was ever presented to the other 
branch of Congress, and I recollect, too, the sen- 
sation that was produced on that occasion. It 
was immediately arrested by the introduction of 
a series of resolutions to censure the late ex-Presi- 
dent Adams by the House, if they did not go so 
far as to expel him from his seat, in consequence 
of his presentation of a petition of that character. 
‘The proceedings then instituted lost sight of the 
presentation of the petition, and were immediately 
converted into proceedings to try the individual 
who offered it, although at the time he presented 


the petition he coupled it with a motion to commit | 


it to a select committee with instructions to report 
the reæsons why the prayer of the petitioners 
should not be granted. Perhaps the country lost 
something in consequence of the House not adopt- 
ing the motion made, and referring the petition to 
a select committee with that gentleman at the head 
of it, whereby we might have obtained one of 
those reports which always distinguished him, 
against every attempt to dissolve the Union under 
which we live. 
tion was dispésed of by losing sight of it, and 
trying the individual for the impropriety of pre- 
senting it in the otber branch of Congress. I 
make no reproach on the Senator from New 
Hampshire at his having taken this course. It is 


“his right to judge in these matters for himself, but Í! land has taken place in old Faneuil Hall itself, at 
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However that may be, the peti- |: 


| rect vote on it. 
i 


i ception of petitions. 


I deeply regret that he was not actuated by the 
motives which actuated the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, (Mr. Srurgeon.] 

It becomes a question for us, when these peti- 
tions are presented, to dispose of them in some 
way, and I insist that we ought by resolution or 
report to lay down some principle by which the 
people should be governed, and that we should say, 
in some way, in regard to memorials asking Con- 
gress for things which Congress has no right to 
grant, that they have no right to present memo- 
rials of that character. And 1 would go further 
and say to them that when they.ask for laws which 
will not operate on them but on others, it isan 
application on their part intermeddling in its char- 
acter, and unworthy.in principle. Now, if we 
could reason with the people of the North, and 
lay down these principles for their consideration, 
and show to them that they were constantly inter- 
meddling in matters that do not appertain to their 
interests anywhere, it seems to me that it would 
have a good effect. Itis the only plan I have been 
able to devise tó bring to an end the vexatious 
questions thatare constantly presenting themselves 
before the Senate. 

Mr. MANGUM. I move'to lay the question 
of reception of the petition on the table, and on 
that motion I ask for the yeas and nays. i 
SeveraL Senators. Oh, no; let us take a di- 


Mr. MANGUM. I withdraw the motion. | 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. What is the 
question? Is it on the reception of the petition? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Itis. 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, 1 have for some 
years pursued but one course in regard to the re- 
I have believed the petitions 
which were sent here in relation to slavery and i 
the disposition of slavery in the District of Colam- 
bia, and within the Territories of the United States, 
were addressed to this body because Congress had | 
power to act upon those subjects, and as I recog- 
nized that Congress had such power and authority, 
I believed it to be our duty to receive those peti- 
tions and dispose of them as we thought right and 
proper. The privilege of petitioning, of simply 
offering an humble prayer to Congress, is a ver 
humble privilege in any point of view in which 
you choose to regard it; but, sir, there are some 
matters that are too plain to be mistaken. ‘They 
are too obvious to require any consideration, and 
among them is the question which is now pre- 
sented for our consideration. I think there can 
be bet one opinion in the Senate, but one mind, 
among Senators here, in regard to the power and 
authority of Congress, under the Constitution, to 
dissolve the Unien,-or to adopt any measure for 
that purpose. It has no such power, it possesses 
no such authority, and the petition, therefore, is 
not presented to a body that has any right to act 
on the subject. That is a matter [ hold to be ex- 
tremely clear. And it seems to me, to go a little 
further than this, that when we come into this 
Chamber the first duty which the Constitution re- 
quires of us is, to go to your table and to swear 
before Almighty God that we will support this | 
Constitution. That is the first act which a Sena- | 
tor is bound to perform, the first duty which is | 
imposed upon him by that instrument, and he can 
hever become a member of this body until he per- | 
forms that service. j 

Well, sir, what are we called on to do? To sup- || 
port that instrument which we have sworn to sup- 
port? No, sir; no, sir. We are called upon to 
destroy it, and I am not prepared for a step of that 
description. I want, therefore, no time to consider 
a petition of this character, no opportunity to de- į 
liberate upon it, and I am ready to act now. 

Mr. FOOTE. I rise simply for the purpose of 
expressing my cordial acquiescence in the patriotic 
sentiments expressed by the Senator from Massa- | 
chusetis, [Mr. Davis.] He deserves the more 
credit, permit me to say, for the avowal of these 
sentiments, in consideration of the fact that within 
the last ten. days a large conventional assemblage 
of the citizens of the different parts of New Eng- 


which, after. three or four days” deliberation ‘and 
discussion, a solemn resolution was adopted pra- 
viding for the dissolution of the Union, and denoun- 
cing all who did not concur with them in opinion. 
It is rather an amusing fact, if I may mention sọ 
light a matter in connection with topics so solemn, 
that the Senator from New Hampshire (Mr. Hare] 
was most wofully castigated by various speakers 
who attended the same convention, Sundry ha- 
rangues were delivered against him in consequence 
of his not going far enough, as they charged, in 
support of the cause of abolition. He seems to have 
been understood by those who thus assembled in 
Faneuil Hall, as not altogether as ultra on the sub- 
ject of slavery as he might be, not being commit- 
ted like themselvesto a dissolution of the Union, in 
order to bring about the destruction of an institu- 
tion guarantied by the Constitution. They com- 
plained especially of his having on a late occasion 
here acknowledged his respect: for the guarantees 
of the Constitution on the subject of slavery, so far 
as they give protection to this institution within 
the limits of the slave States. The honorable Sen- 
ator appears at present to. have somewhat altered 
his attitude in regard to this matter; he.is now 
willing to represent the wishes and opinions of 
those who go furthest in this crusade against the 
South, and is even: now willing to become the or- 
gan of those whose acknowledged design it is to 
destroy the Union itself in order to attain their fell 
purpose in regard to slavery. Neither Garrison, 
nor Phillips, nor Frederick Douglass could find 
fault with the course of the Senator from New 
Hampshire to-day. Well, sir, I am not very pro- 
foundly surprised at this change in the course of 
the honorable Senator from New Hampshire. ‘He 
was so mercilessly Gastigated by the infuriate ora. 
tors who addressed this convention at Faneuil 
Hall, that he might well apprehend some falling 
off in his cherished popularity in that particular 
section of the Union, if he did not very promptly 
announce his acquiescence in the teachings of those 
Solomons who have undertaken’to counsel the de- 
scendants of the Pilgrims as to their duty at this 
crisis. I have heretofore observed the fact, and 
have remarked upon it here, that the honorable 
Senator from New Hampshire never is denounced 
for his moderation by the ultra-abolitionists of the 
North, without becoming immediately: more furi- 
ous himself than ‘he had. been: before. ae 

Mr. HALE. 1 hope the ‘Senator from Missis- 
sippi [Mr. Foote] will be just; he is always sė- 
vere, because he cannot help it; but I appeal to 
his sense of justice, if that course. of remark is 
fair, when the journals show that a year.ago I: 
presented eight petitions of the same character as. 
the one under consideration? I have ever: octu- 
pied the same position, that of contending for the 
right of petition without reference to the subject 
of the petition. i i 

Mr. FOOTE. Well, -sir, it may be that the 
honorable Senator may not have undergone so 
serious a change in his opinions upon this subject 
as | had supposed. It may be that he was always 
an ultra-abolitionist, as he now seems to be. It 
may be that formerly, as now, he was willing to 
become the agent of unprincipled factionists, who. 
have plotted the destruction of the Union in order. 
to accomplish the ruin of the South. But certain: 
it is, that gentlemen and compeers did not recog- 
nize him as thus affiliated with them, and:-devoted 
to the furtherance of their views, as he has now 
showed himself to be. Had they so understood 
the matter they would doubtless have commended 
him instead of censuring him. We certainly un 
derstand the Senator now, if we never did before. 
We now understand him as being the willing agent 
of those who denounce the Constitution which he 
is sworn to support, and declare it. to be their un- 
alterable resolution to destroy ‘the Union in order 
to abolish slavery. Sir, those persons, whose organ 
the honorable. gentleman now is, are quite numer- 
ous in New England. They have become quite 
an influential body of men. They are able to con- 
trol many thousands of votes in all popular elections. 
The honorable gentleman is an aspiring man; he 
has been mentioned asa person worthy to fill severa} 
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very high offices besides theone henow fills. He is | 


known tobe fond of popularity; and he told us the 
other day, with an indiscreet frankness which sar- 
prised some of us, that this anti-slavery agitation 
was kept up in the North chiefly by political aspi- 
rants, in order to secure their own advancement to 
high places. Under these circumstances, it is cer- 
tainly not very astonishing that the honorable 
Senator from New Hampshire grows more and 
more rabid—more and more tempestuous in his 
harangues here, as the popular excitement in his 
own section of the Union becomes more and more 
intense, and as the denunciations against himself 
increase in number and intensity. I rather con- 
dole with the honorable Senator than censure him 
on account of his conduct upon the present occa- 
sion. Certainly I cannot approve his conduct; it 
is, in truth, wholly unjustifiable. But I make some 
aliowance for a gentleman so unfortunately cir- 
cumstanced, who is compelled to make choice 
between doing his duty as a patriotic Senator of 
this body, and maintaining that popularity which 
is so dear toa man who has permitted political 
ambition to take up its residence in his bosom. 
l almost could find it in my heart to regret that the 
honorable Senator should have divulged the fact 
the other day, to which I have already alluded, 
that this question of slavery was one ridden 
by political agitators in New England as a mere 
electioneering hobby. 1] fear that Garrison. and 
his allies will hardly confide in him so fully 
now as they might have done if he had not 
thus let the cat out of the bag, and indulged in this 
precion confession before’ the whole country. 


ut that I condole so profoundly with the honor-- 


able Senator from New Hampshire, on account of 
the compulsion to which he is from time to time 
subjected, and the necessity imposed upon him of 
doing many things here which- I must hope are 
not entirely agreeable to his own taste, in order to 
keep up his popatarity and influence at home— 
that is to say, among the factionists whose special 
agent in this body he undeniably is—I should be 
induced to apply to him and his conduct on the 
present occasion the harshest language and crimi- 
nation. I should be even induced to go further, 
and to impose upon him the severest penalties to 
which a member of this body can be subjected. 
One thing is certain: it was only a few years ago 
- that John Quincy Adams himself was very nearly 
being expelled from the House of Representatives 
for undertaking to present in that body such a pe- 
tition as that now brought before us. Expelled 
he would certainly have been but for the merciful 
postponement of action upon the motion for ex- 
pulsion, which was accorded to his age and for- 


mer services, and the intermediate rendition of 


semi-satisfactory apologies in one form or another, 
I repeat, that but for the commisseration which I 
feel for the honorable Senator from New Hamp- 
shire, constrained, as he evidently considers him- 
self to be, to play the wretched part which he is 


` now playing as the representative and agent of 


factionists and traitors, I should be not only in- 
duced to censure him harshly, but I should even 
be in favor of enforcing against him the heaviest 
penalties for factional misconduct. Perhaps I 
might even be willing to submit such a motion for 
expulsion myself. As it is, I will not do it. I 
am willing to let the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire do pretty much as he pleases in relation to 
this whole subject of slavery. 1 believe him to 
be really quite innocuous at this time; I feel cer- 
tain that his voice here, if it ever had any poten- 
tiality, has lost it all, and that, were he to talk 
here forever in favor of the abolition of slavery, 
he would not be able to alter the opinions or 
modify the attion of a single intelligent human 
being, cither in this body or out of it. I shall 
offer no motion for expulsion, and I feel half in- 
duced even to take back my former threat of hang- 
ing him. Yes, sir, I will take it back; and I do 
accordingly declare that I have not the least idea 
of ever hanging the honorable gentleman, how- 
ever offensive his conduct in future may be. I 
hope that this formal declaration may be effectual 
to dispel all apprehensions heretofore entertained 
on that point. 

*Mr. HALE. I desire to say to the Senator 
who threatens me with the resolution of expul- 
sion 

Mr. FOOTE. Oh no, I have expressly said I 
would not do it, ‘* De minimis non curat lex.” 
Mr. HALE. That means; I suppose, the law 


| make a few remarks upon the right of petition, 


does not care for small fish. - [Laughter.} [have 
buta word to say. -The Senator thinks the 
speech I made this morning to have been the re- 
sult of some castigation [ have received from 
newspapers. On the same principle, then, it is 
very probable that the speeches we get from. him 
are to be attributed to the castigations he has. re- 
ceived from the same sources. Hf so, I appeal to 
all the newspaper and letter writers in the country, 
in the name of the Senate, and of humanity itself, 
not to castigate the Senator from Mississippi any 
more, for in doing so they punish the Senate and 
the world. 

Mr. FOOTE., I shall make but a short reply 
to the honorable Senator from New Hampshire. 
Whether the Senate is or is not punished by me 
in the way suggested, it is at least certain that I 
do endeavor to inflict more or less of punishment 
upon certain offenders in this body, in behalf of 
whom it is not at all surprising that the gentleman 
from New Hampshire should feel a special sym- 
pathy. I am willing that the Senate and the 
country shall determine whether the honorable 
gentleman or myself is most censurable upon the 
very delicate point referred to. As to my being 
instigated to address this body so frequently in the’ 
manner alluded to, I am glad to have it in my 
power to assure the honorable gentleman that the 
newspapers of my vicinage, and indeed those of that 
whole section of the Union whence I come, seem 
not atall hostile tome. IfI am censured by them 
at all, I am not myself aware of it; and, so far as 
Tam informed on the subjèct, my public course 
stands approved, with very slight exceptions, in- 
deed, throughout the southern portion of the Con- 
federacy. I do not very well know what is said 
of me elsewhere, nor do [ very much care. It is 
certain that { have at no time complained of edito- 
rial denunciations, and even the letter-writing tribe 
have seldom irritated my sensibilities. If I speak 
oftener than there is need of my doing, it is per- 
haps more or less attributable to the cacoethes lo- 
quendi. For the comfort of the honorable Senator 
and his allies here, I could almost wish that I 
could become dumb; | cannot doubt that they 
would greatly rejoice at. being relieved from that 
dread of punishment which sits now heavily upon 
their sensibilities. When causes of offence be- 
come less numerous, | hope to be spared the ne- | 
cessity of speaking so often. When this happy 
state of things shall be brought about I cannot 
even divine. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the reception of the petition. 

Mr. CHASE. 1 call for the orders of the day. 

Mr. BADGER. 1 move to lay the question of 
reception on the table. 

SEVERAL SENATORS. Oh no! let us take the 
vote on the direct question of reception. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I rise merely to 


and to notice the error which I think has pervaded 
the comparisons which have been instituted be- 
tween certain resolutions which were presented by 
the Senator from North Carolina and the petition 
which it is now proposed shall be received. ‘The 
resolutions which were presented from North Car- 
oling were published in yesterday’s paper, and, 
after reading them, I think they refer to a state of f 
ease which the people of North Carolina might 
properiy present as their grievance. They were 
resolutions for preserving the Union—ealling upon 
Congress to take all measures in its power for that 
purpose. “This was all legitimate. They had a | 
right to petition Congress for a redress of griev- 
ances; and, if it were in our power to redress those 
grievances, if it were within the legitimate func- 
tions of our legislation, we were bound to receive 
the petition and respectfully consider it. This case 
is exactly the reverse. Flere is no grievance, un- 
less the Union is a grievance to those who petition, 
And they call upon Congress to do that which 
every one must admit Congress has no power to do 
—to dissolve peaceably the Union of the States. 
Then, sir, in the first place, there is no grievance; 
in the next place, there is no power; and, beyond all 
that, it is offensive to the Senate. Itis offensive‘to 
recommend legislation for the dissolution of the 
Union—offensive to the Senate and to the whole 
country. If this Union is ever to be dissolved, it 
mast be by the action of the States and the people. 
Whatever power Congress holds it holds under 
the Constitution, and that power is but a part of 
the Union. Congress has no power to legislate 


upon that which will be the destréction of the 


whole foundation upon which their authority 
rests, 1 recollect good many years ago that the 
Senator from, MaSsachusetts who addressed the . 
Senate this morning very pointedly described the 
right of petition as a very humble right—as. the 
mere right to beg. This is my own view. The 
right peaceably to assemble F hold as the right 
which it was intended to grant to the people; that 
was the only right which had ever been denied in 
our colonial condition. ‘The right of petition had 
never been denied by Parliament. It was intended 
only to secure to the people, I say, the right peace- 
ably to assemble, whenever they choose to do so, 
with intent to petition for a redress of grievances. 

But, sir, the right of petition, though but a 
poor right—the mere right to beg—may yet be 
carried to such an extent that we are bound to 
abate it as a nuisance. If the avenues to the Cap- 
ito] were to be obstructed so that members would 
find themselves unable to reach the halls of legis- 
lation because hordes of beggars presented them- 
selves in the way calling for relief, it would be a 
nuisance that would require to be abated, and 
Congress in self-defence would be compelled to 
remove them. But such a collection of beggars 
would not be half so great an evil as the petitions 
presented here on the subject of slavery. They 
disturb the peace of the country; they impede and 
pervert legislation by the excitement they create; 
do more to prevent rational investigation and 
proper action in this body thanany if not all other 
causes. Good, if ever designed, has never re- 
sulted, and it would be difficult to suppose that 
good is expected ever to flow from them. Why, 
then, should we be bound to receive such petitions 
to the detriment of the public business; or rather 
why are they presented? Iam not of those who 
believe we should be turned from the path of duty 
by out-of-door clamor, or that the evil can be re- 
moved by partial concession. To receive is to 
give cause for further demands, and our direct and 
safe course is rejection, 

Yes, sir, their reception would séfve only to em- 
barrass Congress, to disturb the tranquillity of the 
country, and to peril the union of the States. By 
every obligation, therefore, that rests upon us 
under the Gonstitution, upon every great principle 
upon which the Constitution is founded, we are 


i| bound to abate this asa great and growing evil. 


This petition, sir, was well described by the Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania as being spurious, and I 
have been assured of the fact from other sources 
of information that petitions are sent round iw 
reference to other subjects—of temperance gener- 
ally—and after a long list of names have been 
obtained, the caption is cut off andthe list of signa- 


| tures attached to an abolition caption and sent 


here to excite one section of the Union against the 
other, to disturb the country and distract the legis- 
lation of Congress, to execute which we have our 
seats in this Chamber. For the reasons first stated 
I voted to receive the resolutions that were pre- 
sented by the Senator from North Carolina, and 
for the reasons I have just given shall vote to re- 
ject this petition. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 


| upon the reception of the petition, and upon that 


question the yeas and nays have been ordered. 

Mr. SEWARD. F desire to offer an amend- 
ment to the motion. I will read it. I move that,. 
after the word ‘‘receive,”’ the following be insert- 
ed: ‘And that the petition be referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, with instructions to 
report, without unreasonable delay, that the Senate 
has neither the power nor the disposition to enter- 
tain the question.’” 


The VICE PRESIDENT. I beg leave to state 


| to the Senator that that is a distinct motion ; and 
after the reception of the petition it willbe in 


order. 

Mr. SEWARD. I wiil then ask leave of the 
Senate to state simply the ground upon which I 
shall vote for receiving this petition. 1 do not 
suppose that it will be in my power to enlighten 
any member of this house upon this long debated 
and much vexed question of the right of petition ; 
but I wish to have my vote go before my con- 


i stituents accompanied by the reasons upon which 


that vote is founded. aH 

I have considered carefully the course which 
was taken by a distinguished and lamented states- 
man—— 


Mr. DOUGLAS. Will the honorable Senator 
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allow me to make a suggestion that this subject’ be 
passed over informally until to-morrow, in order 
that we may proceed to the egnsideration of the 
special order of the day. sie 

Mr. SEWARD. ‘I shall be through in one mo- 
ment; indeed I should have concluded all that I 
have to say by this time. 

I have considered—I was going-on to say—the 
course taken by a distinguished and lamented 
statesman in the other House upon the occasion 
of the presentation of petitions of a charecter sim- 
ilar to that of the petition which is now presented 
—tI mean thelate John Quincy Adams—and I am 
satisfied, as he was, that the petition ought to be 
received by way of vindicating the right of peti- 
tion. I have no more sympathy than he had with 
the object of a petition which prays for a dissolu- 
tion of this Union. I have no fear of a dissolu- 
tion of the Union. I believe that it was not made: 
by madmen, nor can madmen destroy it; and I 
helieve none but madmen would petition for its 
dissolution; and my rule always is, in regard to 
madmen, never to have any controversy with 
them. 

Mr. FOOTE. Iwill ofera single remark. I 
lament that the honorable Senator from New 
Hampshire, in addition to all the animadversions 
to which he has’ been subjected this morning, 
should have been fated to receive so severe a re- 
buke as that just administered to him by the hon- 
orable Senator from New York, [Mr. Smwarp,] 
between whom and himself such tender ties of 
affiliation and kindness have heretofore subsisted. 
The honorable Senator from New York solemnly 
declares that he regards all sach petitioners as 
those represented on this occasion by the honor- 
able Senator from New Hampshire as madmen. 
So that, after all, the honorable Senator from 
New Hampshire is to be recognized as the organ, 
upon this floor, of madmen, for purposes of mis- 
chief! 4 severer reprimand, coming from such a 
quarier, could not well be imagined. 

Mr. MANGUM. We have devoted the entire 
morning—the time usually allotted to business of 
this descriptivn—to the consideration of this ma-3 
ter, and it is not yet ended, nor is it likely soon to 
be ended; and it is really a matter that is utterly 
contemptible in itself. I move, therefore, that the 
motion to receive the petitioa lie upon the table; 
and I shall decline to withdraw the motion at the 
request of any gentleman. 

The question being put— 

Mr. MANGUM demanded the yeas and nays. 

‘They were not ordered. 

The question was then taken upon the motion 
to lay the question of reception upon the table, 
and, upon a division, it was negatived: Ayes 2, 
noes not counted. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question re- 
curs upon the reception of the petition. 

Mr. CHASE. [am unwilling to occupy any 
portion of the time of the Senate, and yet Í do not 
wish to be ‘compelled to vote upon this question 
without having an opportunity to express my 
views in relation to it. The honorable Senator 
from Texas is entitled to the floor upon the special 
order for this day. We have already exhausted 
the time usually devoted to business of this de- 
scription; I hope therefore that this subject will be 
laid upon the table to be taken up to-morrow, and 
that we shall now proceed to the consideration of 
the special order. I will move that the Senate 
now proceed to the consideration of the special 
order of the day. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That cannot be 
done until this question is disposed of. 

Mr. MANGUM. I object, sir. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question re- 
cuts upon the reception of the petition. : 

Mr. CHASE. I am ugwilling, sir, to give a 
vote upon that question at this -time, unless | have 
an opportunity afforded me to assign the reasons 
for that vote, in order that they may go out with 
the vote itself. : 

Lam one of those who believe that the right of 
petition belongs to the people, and that it is not 
within the constitutional power of this body, or of 
any other legislative body, to abridge that right. 
Í do not think it becomes us to define the precise 
object to which a petition shall be directed; but 
that, when petitions are presented here from the 
people, we, their representatives, are bound to re- 
ceive those petitions, and if we think fit to decline 
answering their prayer, we are bound to assign 
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| no objection—the Sergeant-at-Arms will admit the 


our reasons for the refusal; or else; if it-be a case 
so plain, so obvious, that no reasons for such re- 
fusal are necessary to be assigned, then we should 
lay them upon the table without a reference, as we 
frequently do. Isee no reason why the ordinary | 
course should be departed from in this case. We | 
had a set of resolutions presented here the other | 
day by the Senator from North Carolina, in which | 
an ultimate result of the same character with that | 
contemplated by this petition, was referred to and 
indicated as proper to be reached upon a certain | 
contingency, and those resolutions were received 
almost by the unanimous vote of the Senate. 
Well, sir, if this petition be.of the same char- 
acter, and its substance directed to the same pur- | 
pose, why not receive the petition and dispose of || 
it as the resolutions presented by the Senator from | 
North Carolina were disposed of, by laying it upon | 
the table? Or if it be thought fit to give to this 
petition a different direction, why not give it the 
direction indicated by the Senator from New York? 
Why not refer it to a committee which shall ex- 
hibit in a report the reasons why the prayer of the 
petitioners cannot be granted, why the Senate will 
not act upon such a petition? Mr. President, we 
have a precedent for the course which I propose to | 
follow. | 
Mr. DOUGLAS. Will the Senator from Ohio !! 
allow me to make an appeal to the Senate that this 
matter be passed by informally, and that we take | 
up the special order, so that the Senator from 
Texas may be no longer prevented from proceed- |i 
ing with his remarks? f 
Mr. CHASE. Certainly. i| 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It is moved that | 
the further consideration of this question be post- 
poned until to-morrow. ' 
Mr. BADGER. I do sincerely hope that it | 
will not be postponed, anxious as } am to accom- | 
modate the honorable Senator from Texas. If we |) 
j 
| 


postpone this subject until to-morrow, it will prob- į 
ably occupy the entire day. Let us get through 
with it now we are about it. | 

Mr. FOOTE. If honorable Senators will reflect || 
for a moment, I am sure they will yield to the mo~ 
tion of the honorable Senator from Illinois. The t 
remarks of the honorable Senator from Texashave | 
been deferred from day to day, and it is due to | 
him that he should have an opportunity to pro- i 
ceed, 

Mr. HOUSTON. I believe, 
time that | have been entitled to be heard agree- ! 
ably to the order of the Senate. I have reason for | 
wishing to address the Senate at this'time, which | 
I do not think it worth while to state. I certainly 
should regard it as an act of courtesy on the part | 
of the Senate if I were permitted to go on to-day. 
I shall not occupy more time to-day than I would 
upon another day. 

Severat Senators. Agreed, agreed. 

The further consideration of the subject was ac- 
cordingly postponed until to-morrow. 

Mr. MANGUM. Before proceeding to-the 
consideration of the special order, I will move that | 
when the Senate adjourns to-day, it adjourn to | 
meet on Monday next. f 

The motion was agreed to. 


ADMISSION OF LADIES. 


Mr. FOOTE. I have just received a note sta- | 
ting thata good many ladies have come to the | 
Capitol for the purpose of hearing the speech of ! 
the honorable Senator from Texas. They were || 
permitted on a former occasion by the courtesy of 
the Senate to be present on the floor of the Senate |; 
Chamber, and I trust the same courtesy will again |; 
be extended to them. 

Mr. SEWARD. I second the motion. 

Mr. CLAY. By all means—let them comein. |} 


H 
it 


j on the subject of 


by possibility-might impair or weaken love and-devotion.to 
the Union in any.part of:the country, it is herebyt oo) 6, 
_ Resolved, That, as the people in Territories. bave the same 
inherent rights of selfgovernment as the people iu the Slates, 
if, in the exercise of such inherent-rights, the people in the 
newly-acquired Territories, by the annexation of J'exas and 
the acquisition of California and New Mexico; south .of.the. 
parallej of 35 degrees and 30 minutes of north latitude; ex- 
tending to the Pacific Ocean, shall establish negro slivery or 
prohibitit, such establishment or prohibition of négroslavery 
in the formation of their State governments shall be deemed 
no objection to their admission-as a State or States into the 
Union, in accordance With the Constitution of the ‘United 
es. ` $ $ 
. al Ba 
Mr. HOUSTON addressed the Senate for: two 

hours in support of his resolution. A revised re- 
port of his speech will be found in the Appendix. 

_Mr. BERRIEN. I move that the farther con- 
sideration of the resolution be postponed to Mon- 
day next. i 3 

The motion was agreed to. 


THE COMPROMISE. 


Mr. FOOTE submitted the following, which he 
intends to offer as an amendment to the resolutions 
of compromise recently sabmitted and discussed 
by Mr. Cray; and on his motion it was ‘ordered 
to be printed: . 

Whereas it keing desirable for the peace, concord, and 
harmony of the Union of these States, to settle and. adjust: 
amicably all existing questions of controversy between therm, 
avery, upon a fair, equitable, just, and 
constitutional, bas Therefore, . Sons 

1. Resolved, That Congress possesses, 


undei the Constt- 


tution, full and exclusive power to admit or refuse to admit 
new States into (he Union, of its own discretion, which dis- 
cretion, though, oughtin no case to be exercised arbitrarily, 
unjustly, or to the injury of any of the sovereign members 
of the Confederacy, or to the injury or disparagement of 
any of their reserved rights. 

ò 1 


e) 


aat Congress possesses no power defini- 
the strictly legal question whether slavery 
not exist by Jaw at the present time in the 
Territories recently aeqnifed from the Republic of Mexico 5 
that fel, authentic, and reliable information has not yet 
reached this body touching the question whether or not in 


| the absence of all restrictive or probibitory legislation on 


the part of Congress, slavery is likely to be introduced into 
those Territories; and that thercfore it would be both un- 
seemly aad impolitic to make any formal Geciaration of 


|| Opinion at this time upon either of the points referred to. , 


3. Resolved, That, without attempting to provide by law 
either for the admission of slavery into said Territories, or 
its exclusion therefrom, appropriate territorial governments 
ought1o be established in them with as little delay as prac- 
ticable; which governments should be so framed as to be 
exempt from all restriction, limitation, or condition, in ref- 


i] erence to stavery, and to afford full protection and security 
j to life, liberty, and property, in conformity with the provis- 


ae Bie n i 
sir, this is the third | 


ions of the Constitution of the United States. 

4. Resolved, That, in the judgment of the Senate, Califor- 
| nia is not, at the present time, absolutely entitled to admis- 
| sion into the Union as-a State; that whether she should ‘be 
i admitted or not is a simple question of expediency; that. it 

would be altogether impolitic to admit her with. the bound- 
aries specified in the constitution recently adopted. by her 
Convention, or with a territorial surface extending south of 
the comproinise line of 36deg. 30 min.; that it would beun- 
wise to grant such admission, if it should’be hereafter made 
to appear that-her present civil organization has been brought 
about by unfair, unconstitutional, or coercive. action on. the 

part of the Federal Government, or any-of its functionaries; 

and that, all other impediments being removed, such admis- 

sion should, under existing circumstances, only be allowed 

to take place under a clear and distinct understanding and 

agreement that a new State may be hereafter formed within 

the present territorial limits of the State of Texas, in ac- 
cordance with the articles of T’éxan annexation, and. be 

adinitted into the Union at as early a period as practica- 

ble. r 

5. Resolved, Thatthe western boundary of Texas is already 
« fixed upon the Rio del Norte ;?? and that the title of Texas 
to all the territory within her boundaries, as the same were 
formerly specified in the act of the Congress of the Republic 
of Texas of 1836, entitled “¢ An act to define the boundaries 
of the Republic of Texas,” is so clear and unquestionable 
that it cannot now be formally violated, or even seriously, 
drawn into dispute by this Government, without a serious 
violation of the principles of good faith. 

6. Resolved, though, That it be proposed to the State of 
Texas that she shall, in consideration of ——-— millions of 
do cede to the United States all that portion of her said. 


| territory which Hes north of the 34th degree of north lati- 
' tude, reserving permanently within the limits of the territo- 


ry to be ceded the principle of the compromise embodied in 
the Texas annesation resolutions. k 5 : 


The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no ob- || 
jection they will be admitted. The Chair hears 


ladies. 
THE QUESTION OF SLAVERY. i 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of | 
the special order, viz: the resolution submitted by 
Mr. Houston on the L4th ultimo, as follows: 


Whereas the Congress of the United States, possessing | 
only a delegated authority, have no power over the subject | 
of negro slavery within the limits of the United States, | 
cither to prohibit or interfere with itin the States, Territories, | 
or District where, by municipal law, it now exists, or to es- | 
tablish it in any State or Territory where it does not exist; | 
but, as ag assurance and guarantee to promote harmony, 


quiet apprehension, and remove setional prejudice, which H 


at the money so:to be -puid’to-Texas.is to 
osed of by her at her own discretion, it 
being regarded aconstitutional in itself, and disrespectful 
to the State of z so far to intermeddle with her domes- 
c concerns as formally to assume the payment of any part 
of her national debt; for not.a dollar.of which debt at the 
present time is the United States either legally or morally 
ssponsible, ; 
S. Resolved, That 
late fur the abolition of +1 ) 
except with a nimamo consent of all the 
| States onfederacy. - 
l Saten Sl oal, That it is inexpedient to legislate at present 
| in regard tothe probibition of the trade m slaves in the Dis- 
| sriet of. Columbia, and that it isa matter which may he well 
| left to be regulated by tue municipal authorities of said 
istrict. * . ap 

mid Resolved, That more effectual provision ought to be 

made by law, according to: the requirement of the Constitu- 


solved, Th 
sed and d 


Congress cannot properly or justly legis- 
avery in the District of Columbia, 
slaveholding 
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tion, for the restitution and delivery of persons bound to 
service or labor in any State who may eseape into any other 
State or Territory in the Union. And, 


1k. Resolved, ‘That Congress has no power to prohibit or |; 


obstruct the trade in slaves between the slavehoiding States; 
but that the admission or exclusion of staves brought from 
one into another of them depends exclusively upon their 
own particular laws. 


BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 


Mr. DOUGLAS, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to provide 
for the freg navigation of the river St. Lawrence, 
and for reciprocal trade with Canada; which was 
read a first and second time by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. JONES, in purauance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill to amend the 
act entitled “An act supplemental to the act for the 
admission of Iowa and Florida into the Union;’’ 
which was read a first and second time by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on the Fudi- 
ciary. 

MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS, 


Mr. SEWARD presented the petition of Isaac | 
F. Miller, a soldier in the late war with Mexico, | 


asking an increase of pension; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. gi: 
Mr. MANGUM submitted additional docu- 


ments relative to the claims of John Hogan; which | 
were referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- | 


tions. ; 
Mr. SOULE presented the petition of Thomas 


Webb and John Cokern, register and receiver of | 


the land office at Greenburg, Louisiana, asking an 
nerease of their compensation. 


REPORTS. FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- i 
ing, to which was referred the motion to print the | 
Report of the Secretary of War showing the ex- |! 


pense of the national armories, and a report of the 
‘same showing the contracis entered into by said 
Department during the year ending 30th of June, 
1849, reported in favor of the same; which report 
was concurred in, | 


Mr. SOULE, from the Committee on the Post } 
Office and Post Roads, to which was referred the || 


petition of Thomas Rhodes, submitted a report, 
which was ordered to be printed, accompanied by 
a bill for his relief; which was read and passed to 
the second reading. 

Mr. FOOTE moved that the Senate proceed to 
the consideration of Executive business. 

Mr. SEWARD moved that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr, FOOTE called for the yeas and nays, and 
they were ordered; and being taken resulted as 
follows: 

YEAS-—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Benton, Clarke, 
Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Dawson, Dayton, Greene, 
Hale, Mangum, Miller, Pearce, Rusk, Seward, Spruance, 
Upham, Wales, and Walker—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Borland, Bradbury, Bright, Cass, Chase, 


Clay, Cooper, Dickinson, Dodge of lowa, Douglas, Foote, | 


Houston, Jones, Mason, Morton, Norris, Soulé, Turney, and 
Whitcomb—19. . 


The Senate thereupon adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, February 11, 1850. 
The Journal of Friday was read and approved. 


Mr. WALDO, by unanimous consent, with- 
drew from the fiies of the House th 
case of William B. Hart, with 
them before the 
of said claim. 


CONGRESS OF NATIONS. 


The SPEAKER stated the business first in order 
to be as follows: 
On the day on which petitions were last present- 


a view of layin 


v 
proper department having ch e 


arge 


ed, a memorial had been presented by the gentle- | 


man from Ohio, [Mr. CrowrLL,] praying Con- 
gress to adopt measures to settle international 
disputes by arbitration, and fora Congress of Na- 
tions. A motion had been made to refer the me- 
morial to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, which 
motion had been rejected. The question then was 


on a motion to refer to a select committee, pend- i 


ing which motion a motion had been made to lay 
the memorial on the table. 
motion the yeas and nays had been ordered, and 
pending the taking thereof the House had ad- 
journed, 


~ "The question, therefore, was now taken, ‘ Shall 


e papers in the | 


On the last named | 


decided in the negative—yeas 65, nays 100. 


Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Breck, Albert G. Brown, Burt, J. 
P. Caldwell, Coicock, Conrad, Daniel, Deberry, Dimmick, 


; Sampson W. Harris, Hibbard, Holliday, Howard, Hubbard, 


nand, MeDoweill, R. M. McLane, McMullen, McQueen, 
|! Miller, Millson, Morse, Orr, Outlaw, Owen, Parker, Phelps, 


Seddon, Richard H. Stanton, A. H. Stephens, Thomas, 
Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, ‘Toombs, Venable, 
Wallace, Watkins, Wildrick, Wiliams, Woodward, and 
Young—65. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Baker, Bingham, 
Booth, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, J. Cable, 
Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chandler, Cleveland, Clingman, 
| Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cole, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, 
Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Dunham, Durkee, Alexander 
Evans, Nathan Evans, Fitch, Fowler, Gentry, Gerry, Gid - 
dings, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Halloway, Harlan, 'T. L. 
U Harris, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Houston, Howe. Hunter, 
Jackson, Julian, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G, 
King, John A. King, Preston King, Levin, Littlefield, H. 
Mann, Marshal}, Matteson, McGaughey, Meacham, Moore, 


Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynoids, Risley, Rockwell, Root, 
Rumsey, Sackett, Sawtelle, Schenck, Schennerhorn, Shep- 
perd, Silvester, Spalding, Frederick P. Stanton, Thaddeus 
Stevens, Stetson, Strong, Swectser, Taylor, W. Thompson, 
Thurman, UnderhiH, Van Pyke, Vinton, Waldo, Went- 
worth, Whittlesey, Wilson, Winthrop, and Wood—100. 


not be laid on the table. 
And the question recurring on the motion to re- 
i fer to a select committce— 


the Speaker whether he (Mr. T.) could debate the 
: resolution? If so, he desired to debate it 
The SPEAKER. If debate arises on the mo- 
‘tion to refer to a select committee the memorial 
must by the rule go over. 

iir. HARALSON moved that the memorial be 
i referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
The SPEAKER said that that motion had been 
: made en a former day and rejected. 
; Mr. CROWELL inquired of the Speaker 
: whether the previous question did not cut off de- 
ji bate? 
| ‘The SPEAKER said the previous question had 
i notbeen moved, . 
Mr. CROWELL said he thought it had been 
| moved. 
The SPEAKER said noi. 
Mr. CROWELL inquired if it was now too 
i Jate to demand the previcus question. 
| The SPEAKER said it was too late. 
| Mr. BAYLY moved that the rules be suspended, 
and that the House resolve itself into Committee 
' of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
;, Some conversation followed between the Speaker 
u and members on the left, of which nothing was 
‘heard on the right of the chair. Z 
THE MEMPHIS CONVENTION. 

i Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, requested the 
i gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Barry] to withdraw 
i his moticn for a moment, to enable him (Mr. S.) 
|i to present the memorial of the Memphis Con- 
i vention, which (he said) be hoped the House 
1} 
| 


! would allow him to present at this time, 

i Mr. BAYLY would be gratified (he said) to 
+ accommodate the gentleman from Tennessee, [ Mr. 
il Sranron,] but other requests of a similar char- 
i acter would be made, and he could not discrimi- 
|i nate. He must, therefore, decline to withdraw 
: the motion. 

|| And the question on the said motion was then 
|; taken, and decided in the affirmative. 


i COLLECTION OF THE REVENUE. 

ii So the House resolved itself into Committee of 
i! the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Por- 
TER, of Ohio, in the chair.) 


joint resoiution from the Senate “limiting the 
expense of collecting the revenue from customs 
for the present fiscal year.” 

_ The chair stated that the question pending when 
the House adjourned on Friday last, was the 
i! motion of the gentleman from Ohio, {[Mr. Vinron,] 
i; to amend the original resolution, by adding to the 
end of the 1st section thereof, the following : 

“ But no part of the appropriation hereby made shall be 


| 
į 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
j 
I 
t 


California and Oregon during the said second half of the 
i: fiscal year ending June 36th, 1850: Provided, That ail laws 
‘| fixing the compensation of officers of the customs be sus- 
;; pended so far as regarded California and Oregon, until the 
ii further action of Congress,” 


Mr. V. explained that the amendment which 


į this memorial be laid upon the table?” and was | 


YEAS—Messrs. Alston, Ashe, Averett, Beale, Bissell, ; 


7 
! 
1 
| 
| 
| 

i Ewing, Featherston, Fuller, Haralson, Isham G. Harris, i 
| Inge, J. L. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, Job Mann, MecCler- | 
| 
| 


Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Savage, | 


Morris, Nelson, Ogle, Olds, Otis, Peasiee, Peck. Pheonix, © 


So the House decided that the resolution shonid } 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi inquired of |; 


‘| ‘The committee resumed the consideration of the | 
1 


i I x | Vinron,] as amended by 
' applied to defray the expense of collecting the revenue in | 


| McLANE and Mr. 


j 


Mr. ROOT moved to amend the amendment of 
Mr. Vinton by striking out the proviso thereof. 

After a word of explanation by Mr. Roos, in 
which he said the proviso was wrong in principle, 
and that there was no more reason for discrimina- 
ting between the Aduantic and the Pacific, than 
there would be for discriminating between the 
ports of New Orleans and Boston— ; 

Tellers were asked and ordered on the amend- 
ment to the amendment. 

Messrs. Osere and Warno were appointed tel- 
lers, and reported—ayes 88, noes 89. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. BAYLY asked if the Chairman had voted. 

The CHAIRMAN replied that his vote, if cast, 
would not alter the result. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, moved the fol- 
lowing amendment as a substitute for the amend- 
ment of Mr. Vinton: 

' For additional expenses occasioned by the warc- 


! housiog TEM... eee REER Jaen aisles sees $50,000 
ii For expenses of new districts in ‘Texas, Oregon, 
| &e., authoized.... os 25,000 
For expenses of new districts in California........ 100,409 
` For annual increase uf new districts, increase of 
f.  DUSINGSS, RO. ceeeec tee esee ree eeseenenceess 50,030 
| : 
f meran 
| Making the sum of....... Saves vnaceas +o + -G225,000 


| Mr. McLANE said: It seems to me astonish- 
ing that the original resolution as adopted by the 
Senate, as well as the substitute proposed by the 
' House Committee of Ways ang Means, should 
‘not only suspend and pro tanto repeal the act of 
i March 34, 1849, but also abandon its principle. 
! T can very well understand that it is not in their 
| power to go back to the first half of the present 
: fiscal year and apply the principle of the law te 
i; that period of time.. This has been put out of our 
|, power by the erroneous construction of the law 
i under which the Administration for that period of 
‘time acted. But why shall we not now, in pro- 
i viding for the second half of the present fiscal 
: year, apply the principle of the law, and yet act 
i with liberality to the Government? The Secre- 
' tary informs us that he has at command, accord- 
; ing to the terms of that law, one half the sum of 
$1,560,000—to wit, $780,000. And he further re- 
: ports, that this sum is not sufficient, and he asks 
: for a larger sum. This larger sum is given him 
by the principal resolution of the Senate and the 
: substitute of the Committee of Ways and Means. 
| But why, let me ask, in voting this larger sum, 
| shall the House of Representatives quit the mani- . 
i fest tenor of the law of March, 1849? Every one 
i: pays homage to the principle of the law on both 
i sides of the House. Why do we not vote the 
specific sums estimated for by the Secretary of 
the Treasury, or deemed just and proper by this 
House? Why shall we, when he estimates for 
specific sums for the Auantic coast and also for 
the California coast, deliberately throw away the 
| keys of the Treasury, and invite him to spend 
what sums he pleases in California? I have 
already said that 1 would go to any reasonable 
and liberal extent to provide for an efficient and 
i prompt administration of the revenue depart- 
ment of the Government. Nay, more; I am 
| willing, even for the balance of the year, to give 
the Secretary exactly what he desires and what he 
estimates for. But I deem it most unreasonable, 
most criminal, to invite him to return once more 
to the old system of irresponsible and unlimited ex- 
; penditure. : 
Mr. McLANE temporarily withdrew his amend- 
ji ment, at the request of 
Mr. BAYLY, who renewed it, in order, he 
| Said, to make a few remarks, to which he hoped 
his side of the House, at least, would listen. If 
; the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
the gentleman from 
: Georgia, [Mr. Toomns,] were adopted, it would 
| leave the Secretary of the Treasury utterly with- 
` out limit, and leave the amount of his expendi- 
i tures to be determined entirely by his discretion. 
After a momentary conversation between Mr. 
INTON— 
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Mr. BAYLY (with the concurrence of Mr. 
McLane) withdrew the amendment, it being the 
intention to move it, when in order, as an amend- 
ment to the amendment of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, as amended on motion of Mr. Vin- 
TON. 

Mr. WINTELROP offered the following amend- 
ment; 

“ Provided, That the expenses of weighing, gauging, 
measuring, and appraising goods shall in no case be charged 
to the importers, and that the revenue-eutters shall be put 
in commission again forthwith.” 

Mr. WINTHROP said, that he had only pro- 
posed this amendment with a view of securing 
himself an opportunity of doing an act of justice 
to bis constituents. He held in his hand a me- 
morial from one hundred and twenty of the lead- 
ing mercantile firms of Boston, without distinction 
of party, protesting in the strongest terms against 
the onerous exactions and serious perils to which 
the commerce of the country was subjected by the 

rovisions of the late ‘Treasury circular; and pray- 
ing that the law of 1849 may be speedily amended, 
so as to enable the Secretary of the Treasary to | 
collect the revenue in the manner it has been col- 
lected heretofore. 

Mr. W. proceeded to read the memorial, at the 
close of which he expressed the hope that this 


voice from one of- our great commercial commu- |; 


nities would not be unheeded. Boston paid about 

five millions of dollars annually into the Treasury 

oi the nation, and he believed that nowhere was 

the revenue more faithfully and economically col- | 
lected. He did not propose, however, to press 
this amendment to a vote, because he knew that 
nothing bat an imperious necessity had induced 
the Secretary to issue the iate circular, and that 
he would instantly return to the old system of 
collection, as soon as Congress should enable him 
to do so. 

Mr. W. then withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. MILLSON submitted the following amend 
ment to the amendment offered by Mr. Vinton: 

« Provided, That nothing in this act contained shall be | 
so construed as in any manner to sanction or confirm any 
expenditures by the Secretary of the Treasury, in paying į 
the expenses of collecting the revenue, during the first half | 
of the fiseal year beginning the first day of July, 1849, ef a | 
larger sum than was appropriated for that objeet hy the 
fourth section of the act above referred to.” 

Mr. MILLSON said that he regretted that so 
little time had been allowed for the discussion of 
this bill. A week had been given up to an ineffect- 
ual effort to elect a Doorkeeper, but scarcely six 
hours had been bestowed upon the consideration 
of one of the most important measures of the ses- 
sion. ` 

The Constitution, said Mr. M., provides that 
“no money shall be drawn from the Treasury, 
but in consequence of appropriations made by 
law.’? The Secretary, however, has undertaken 
to draw money from the Treasury without such 
appropriation. By the act of the 3d of March 
last, the gross revenues from customs, from the 
public lands, and from all miscellaneous sources 
were required to be paid into the Treasury, with- 
out any abatement or deduction, on account of 
costs or expenses: once in the Treasury, they 
could not legally be drawn out, without appropri- 
ations made by law. The Secretary has thought 
proper to go beyond these appropriations, and has 
drawn and paid from the Treasury more than 
the amount limited by Congress. It is nothing to | 
the purpose that he could not bring the expenses i 
of collecting the revenue within the limit fixed by 
Congress: Perhaps he could not; but that has || 
nothing to do with the question. If, after ex- |; 
hausting the appropriations, there remained any 
undischarged liabilities, it was for Congress to | 
make further appropriations. It did not justify | 
the Secretary in drawing from the Treasury || 
more than he was authorized to use. It is no un- || 
common thing that the just and necessary liabili- 
ties of the Government should exceed the sum 
appropriated to meet them. Butit is for Congress | 


to provide for such deficiencies, not the Secretary | 


of the Treasury. 

Ido not offer this amendment for the purpoes 
of administering a rebuke.to the Secretary, whose 
intentions may have been entirely fair and proper, i 
but to rescue the act of the 3d of March from the 
construction put upon it by him, under the opinion 
of the Attorney General. I have read that opin- 
ion; I think it avery extraoridnary one, and the 
reasons by which he attempts to support it, still 


more extraordinary. I doubtif there are ten mem- 
bers of this House who would-be willing to ‘de- 
fend it. Neither the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
‘Vinton,] nor the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
[Mr. Winruropr,] would venture to approve it. 
„Why, sir, so far from its being true that the lim- 
itation was not intended to apply to the first half 
of the present fiscal year, I say, that, according to 
the plain interpretation of the law, it was not ex- 
pected that it would ever have any application at 
all, except to the first. half year; for it was con- 
templated that Congress, on its assembling in De- 
cember, would make specific and definite appropri- 
| ations for the second half year and the succeeding 
| fiscal year. That was the reason why the Secre- 
i tary was required to submit, at the commencement 
of this session, estimates of appropriations for the 
expenses of the second half fiscal year—which, by 
the by, he has utterly neglected to do. Of course, 
| Congress might appropriate more or less then 
$1,560,000, just as it might think necessary or | 
| proper. The appropriations for the first half year, | 
however, were necessarily indefinite, because Con- 
gress was obliged to adjourn on the very day of 
the passage of the law, and there was no time to | 
| frame a bill designating the particular subjects of | 
į expenditure. All it could do was to limit this ex- 
penditure; and it did-so by the proviso restricting 
it to $1,560,000. To provide for a possible fail- | 
| ure by Congress to pass a bill with specific appro- | 
| priations for the second half year, it was declared 
that these indefinite appropriations, still limited, | 
however, by-a maximum amount, should continue 
till Congress should make specific appropriations, 
The very expressions uscd in the law, that the ex- i] 
penses should not “thereafter ?’—that is, after the | 
| 30:h June—exceed the sum of one million five |) 
i hundred and sixty thousand dollars per annum, | 
‘© and in proportion for a less time,” show that Con- ; 
gress expected to act again upon the subject be- | 
| fore one whole year was out. 

| Mr. M. withdrew his amendment, to enable 
| Mr. Toomss to explain. | 
Mr. TOOMBS renewed the amendment pro j 


i 
i 
i 


|| forma, He said the gentleman from Virginia and | 


| the gentleman from Maryland had spoken of his | 
i amendment as though it took off all restrictions į 
! upon the expenditures of the Secretary of the | 
|, Treasury, in collecting the revenue. 
| such thing. It did not give the Secretary an ad- 
ditional dollar; it neither increased nor diminished 
the amount of money. Butit merely took off the 
limitation upon the compensation of officers and 
other expenses in collecting the revenue in Cali- 
| fornia and Oregon; and this for the simple reason 
| that no limitation to what was necessary and 

proper could be fixed by law in the present state 
| of things, especially in California. 

Mr BAYLY renewed the amendment pro forma. 
He said he was perfectly free to confess that if the | 
effect of the amendment of the gentleman from 
Georgia [Mr. Toomss] would be such as he [Mr. 
T.] represented, he would vote for it with pleas- 
ure; but it was perfectly manifest that the gentle- 
man mistook the effect of the two provisions taken | 
together. The amendment of the gentleman from | 
Georgia, he (Mr. B.) admitted, did not increase the 
amount appropriated; but, in connection with the 
amendment of the gentleman from Ohio, it made 
the appropriation for California and Oregon un- 
limited. T r 
more money should be egpended in the col- 
| lection of the revenue than was expended in the | 
year 1848. The amendment of the gentleman |: 


i 


i 


| view of increasing the amount to be expended in 
those two districts. The gentleman from Georgia | 
then came in and added that there should be no | 
limitation upon the salaries, and other expenses, 
| in Oregon and California. The one enlarged the į 
i appropriation, and the other provided that the | 
“expenses in Oregon and California should be | 
: unlimited. i 7 
Mr. GREEN (speaking upon a pro forma; 


; amendment) expressed his opinion that the gentie 


j and only partly right. By the amendment of the | 
| gentleman from Ohio, California and Oregon were į 
| excepted out of the districts for which the amount 
was appropriated to defray the expenses of. col- 
 lecting the revenue; by the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Georgia all limitations upon salaries 


and expenses in Oregon and California were re- 


i 
H 


| 


i 
| 
l 


from Ohio excepted from the operation of the law | 


Oregon and California, and excepted it with the}: 
‘| from the Senate. 
| 


ut 


i tion, and would 


! man from Virginia [Mr. Bayty] was partly right, i; 


l 


moved; but no additiénal appropriation was made; 
no means were provided to pay these'salaries and 
expenses, and it would devolve-upon: Congress, if 
the two amendments were. adopted, either now or 
hereafter, to make. an ‘additional. appropriation, 
without which Mr. Meredith: could. not “pay: one 
solitary dime, either in California or Oregon.) The 
responsibility will have to be met sooner or later 
by Congress. Hence the virtual, practical-effect 
of the amendment of the gentleman from Georgia, 

taken in connection with that of the. gentleman 

from Ohio, would be as the gentleman from: Vir- 

ginia contended—to authorize unlimited ‘expenses 

in California and Oregon. i 

Mr. PRESTON KING (upon a pro jorma 
amendment) said, the act of 3d March, 1849, was 
designed to limit the expenses of collecting “the 
revenue, It provided that the gross revenue should 
go into the Treasury, and that appropriations 
should be made to defray the expenses of collection. 
The act itself, then, was an act limiting the expense 
of collecting the revenue. Theamendment of the 
gentleman from Georgia. proposed to suspend all 
laws limiting salaries or expenses, so far as Oregon 
and California were concerned. It therefore pro- 
posed directly to leave the salariés and expenses 
m. Oregon and California upon precisely the same 
footing as that on which they stood prior to: the 
3d of March, 1849, when the .Secretary’-of.. the 
Treasury had acted under. general. direction’ but 
without limitation of law, The prop®sition, then, 
of the gentleman from Georgia removed, as’ the 
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Bay.y] contended, 
all limitations whatever. 

In his (Mr. K’s) judgment these expenses 
should be estimated by the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury. Whatever deficiencies there existed, if the 
Secretary would show to the House and the 
country how they had arisen, he (Mr. K.) would 
vote to appropriate the money to supply. But he 
desired to know what they were for: he desired to 
see the figures. He would give the Secretary any 
reasonable sum he asked; but he desired that the 
i appropriation should be specific. That was the 

object of the law of 1849—an object which a great 
| many Representatives had for years been endeav- 
oring to obtain. He regarded it as a most useful, 
! beneficial law. A great deal of money had been 


It did no |; squandered under all Administrations—he said this 


|; without imputing corruption to those who had had 
| the control of these expenditures—but it had arisen 
| from the defects of the system. The system was 
|, bad; the law of 1849 corrected it. The two prop- 
‘Lositions taken together constituted a departure 
| from that law—in fact a suspension if'nota repeal 
of it in direct terms. : eee 
The question, recurring up 
amendment— i 
Tellers were asked and ordered, and’ Messrs. 
Hussarp and Fowxer were appointed. i 


on Mr: Vin'ron’s 


| The question was taken and the tellers reported, 


ayes 91, noes 90. ; , 

The Chairman voted in the negative, making 
i ayes 91, noes 91. i : 

So the amendment was lost. 

"The question recurring on striking out the orig- 
inal resolution and inserting’ the substitute of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, as amended— 

Mr. HIBBARD moved to amend the original 
resolution by adding at the end of the first section, 


he law, as it stood, declared that no | the following: 


Provided, That in said sam shall not be included the ex- 
penses of collecting the revenue for the districts of Califor- 


nia and Oregon. a 
Mr. HIBBARD said it would be perceived that 
| this amendment was in addition to the resolution 
That resolution, if the construc- 
ion given to it by the Secretary of the ‘Treasury ’ 
ld give him $840,000 for-collect~ 


i was correct, wou ` 
ing the revenues from customs for the current half 


year. His amendment proposed to exclude from 


' the operation of that provision‘the expense for the 
ik would 


districts of California and“ Oregon. 


< allow a sum sufficient for that purpose, in addition 


‘to the sum contemplated by the. Sencte’s resolu- 
leave that part.of the expenditure 
he Secretary until it could 
ligibly provided for by Congress. That 
ot be done now. lt was evident from in- 
n which was before the Committee of 
| Ways and Means, and probably known to all, 
that the situation of officers in those two districts, 
especially in California, were such that the ex- 
pense of collecting the revenue there could not now 


! to be regulated. by t 
Í be inte] 
; would n 
| formati 
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be limited or regulated understandingly, nor safe- I 
ly. He would go thus far; as now advised he ' 


Mr. BAYLY, who ‘pro forma renewed it. He 
said that his friend from New Hampshire was 
most clearly mistaken, both as to what had oc- 
curred in committee, (to which he regretted that 
the gentleman had alluded,) and as to the effect of | 
his own amendment. In the committee they had | 
agreed to except Oregon and California from the | 
law of 1849, which appropriated $1,560,000 for | 
the collection of the revenue, but they had never | 
agreed—and he felt sure that his friend from New | 
Hampshire would never agree—to except Cali- | 
fornia and Oregon from their amendment, believ- | 
ing, as he (Mr. B.] had attempted to show to the || 
Fouse, that that amendment gave the Secretary || 
enough for Oregon and California. i 

The amendment of the gentleman from New |! 
Hampshire was precisely the same as that of the | 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Vinron,] which had il 
just been rejected, and therefore he raised the point, |i 
that it was not in order. . i 

The CHAIRMAN sustained the point, and de- jj 
cided the amendment out of order. j 

Mr. HIBBARD, waiving at present, calling in |! 
question theeorrectness of the Chairman’s decision, | 
gave notice that, as at present informed, he should | 
offer the amendment at a subsequent stage of the | 
proceedings. ii 

Mr. KING, of New Jersey, moved to amend || 
the original joint resolution by substituting spe- 
cific amounts appropriated for the different objects 
estimated for by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
amounting, in the aggregate, to $1,000,000. 

Mr. KING said that he thought the House 
would agree with him that, in the present stage of 
the discussion, it was important to come down to 
figures. Constructions of law and constructions || 
of fact have been advanced. But if we would take | 
the trouble to look at the original proposition in | 
figures, there would be found to be no need of i 
such constructions. Ji 

It was raised as an objection that the Secretary || 
of the Treasury had not submitted any estimates || 
on which could be predicated the amount of ex- |! 
penditures which were required. If the House |i 
would look to the original estimates of the Secreta- |i 
ry, submitted at the commencement of the session, | 
it would perceive that he had adopted the esti- |! 
mates of the last fiscal year, and taken one-half of || 
the amount, as the sum required for the half of the [! 
present fiscal year, commencing from the first of |! 
January last. To this the Secretary has added | 
gome estimates for items which had not occurred |; 
before the commencement of this portion of the | 
fiscal year. H 

He thought that the Secretary had made a mis- |! 
take in his estimate on the subject of warehouses 
The estiinate of the Secretary was $1,100,000. |: 
Believing this to be a mistake, he had inserted in Hi 
his amendment the sam of one million. ! 

As to the expenses of collection in Oregon and 
California, it would be impossible to fix any spe- 
cific sum, as it would be impracticable to obtain 
the services of individuals there on the same terms ir 
as elsewhere. For this reason he had omitted any | 
restriction on the payment of salaries in Oregon | 
and California, until Congress should be required | 
to act on information which will hereafter be 
received, 

Fe did not regard this as a proper time to go 
into the question of the amount required for col- 
lection of the revenue of the country. The pro- 
per time for that discussion would be when the 
subject of the general revenue system came up; 
before which period ample materials will be far- 
nished to Congress by the Treasury Department. 
In the mean ume, he would remind the committee 
that the whole country was suffering from our 
ueglect to come to final action on this subject, to || 
an extent which was beyond our conception. 
Every other seat and desk in the custom houses 
had been vacated. Ships were coming in from all 
parts of the world, freighted with valuable cargoes, 
while there was no sufficient force to attend to the 
discharging of these cargoes. The necessary con- 
sequence is that the hatehes, instead of being 
opened, that the goods may he taken out for mar- i 
ket, are chained down and locked, and the cargoes | 


| nished no estimates for the Atlantic coast. 


|! mates, 


| estimated for Oregon and California. 


are not permitted to see the light. And this, too, 
is done by the action of gentlemen who are the 
strenuous advocates of umrestricled trade. The 
hatches of the vessels are now battened down as 
they come into port, and the owners are without 
remedy. And is this the condition in which these 
gentlemen are willing to leave the country? He 
knew of instances in which merchants had been 
subjected to losses of the most serious character, 
from similar delays; he knew a case where a 


| cargo of tea had’ come into port, the delay of a 


single day had nearly led to the loss of $100,000 
in the sale of it. [Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved to 
amend the amendment of the géntleman from New 
Jersey, in the first item, by striking out “one mil- 
lion,” and inserting in lieu thereof “seven hundred 
and eighty thousand dollars.” He wished to make 
one or two remarks. He was very much gratified to 
find that the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. 


| Krye] had now adopted the very principle for 


which he [Mr. T.] contended. Now he was willing 
to adopt the plan of that gentleman. He was will- 
ing to take the estimates of the Secretary of the 
Treasury for Oregon and California, as they were 
furnished by him. But the Secretary had mr 

e 
had only laid before the House some general esti- 
And as these estimates only embraced the 
amount of $1,560,000 for the fiscal year, why he 


|| was willing to adopt the views of the Secretary, 


and give him one half of the amount for the last 


| half of the fiscal year. 


He regarded the estimates of the Secretary as 
deceptive. He was willing to give him what he 
He was 
glad that the gentleman from New Jersey was lead- 
ing in a direction which was likely to bring them 
together. 

He was sorry that he was confined by the rule 


: of the committee to five minutes, as he was desir- 
j; ous to get the gentleman from New Jersey to ac- 


company him through the various items in the esti- 
mates which had been submitted by the Secretary. 
He was proceeding to particularize these items, 
when the falling of the hammer cut short his re- 
marks. 
Mr. THOMPSON withdrew his amendment to 


| the amendment at the request of 


Mr. KING, of New Jersey, who, upon a pro 
forma amendment, after some interruptions on a 
point of order, proceeded : 

The honorable gentleman from Mississippi (he 
said) asked his attention to the additions in the 
book of estimates. He (Mr. K.) could only 
say, no one supposed several lines of thousands 
of dollars would add up $462; the mistake arose 
from supposing those figures had any relation to 
each other. Butif there were mistakes—not made 
by the furnisher—they were not chargeable to this 
side of the House; for, as he understood, the 
same officer in the department of the Judiciary 
who made those figures, had made them for many 
years past. 


time came to settle definitely the question as to the 


amount of expenditure for collecting the revenue, | 


he would be found alongside of those who wen 
the furthest for specific appropriations and rigid 
accountability. i 
Ways and Means, however, he would SRY, 
that limiting the salary of a collector in New 
York to the amount that would satisfy a judge, 
would not meet his concurrence, the ‘duties 
were of a very different character. A man fit to 
be a collector in New York, possessing qualifica- 
tions in knowledge of business, experience, in- 
telligence, -high and long-tried integrity, would, 
in the city of New York, command higher 
emoluments than the collector’s salary, excepting 
also the onerous responsibility which his friends 
incurred in signing enormous bonds. 


fullest tide. ? 
A brief explanation and conversation took place 


The question recurring on Mr. Tuompson’s | 


amendment to the amendment to strike out 
$1,000,000, and insert $780,000, was taken and de- 


, cided in the negative. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


He (Mr. K.) declared to the honor- | 
able gentleman from Mississippi, that when the |} 


To the honorable chairman of |: 


Summary | 
; decision was, however, now required to enable 
| the public officers to proceed in their proper col- .} 
lection of the public revenue now pouring in at its || 


of New Jer- i 


H 

Mr. BAYLY moved to amend by striking out 
$1,000,000 and inserting 4800,000: 

After a brief explanation by Mr. BAYLY, 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. JONES moved an amendment to strike out 
} $1,000,000 and insert $785,000. 

Mr. JONES said, that in the remarks which he 
submitted to the committee a few days ago, when 
| the resolution now under consideration was pend- 

ing, he had referred to the report of the expenses 
incurred in the collection of the revenue from cus- 
toms at the various custom-houses throughout the 
country, in the fiscal year ending June 30, 1849, 
| and he had’called particular attention to the several 
items of expense in the respective departments of 
the custom-house at New York, commenting upon 
the discrepancy between the amount stated in the 
report to have been paid and the amount which 
those items, when extended and footed up, actually 
made; which he did not at the time understand, 
nor did he profess to understand them at this time; 
but, upon reflection, he thought that probably the 
difference was paid out of fees which never went 
into the Treasury. For instance, the several items 
given in the report show the actual cost of the 

collector’s department to be... ++» «$115,000 00 

Amount stated to have been paid.... 82,363 95 

Cost more than paid .............+. $32,636 05 

; Actual cost of Naval Officers’ Depart- 
PATLMENE 6 oc cece sree ceeee seers « oo 61,100 00 
| Amount stated to have been paid...... 12,205 48 


Cost more than paid.......$48,894 52 


Actual cost of Surveyor’s Depart- 
MENE cece secre ese seers es cre eee o $18,720 00 
Amount stated to have been paid...... 462 93 


atte meeen 


Cost more than paid,..... - $18,257 07 

| Actual cost for inspectors, weighers, 
| _ gaugers, measurers, and markers.. .$367,134 68 
Amount stated to have been paid......347,484 18 


f Cost more than paid ......$19,650 50 


Thus showing the actual cost of the above four 
| branches of the New York: custom-house to ex- 
i| ceed the amount stated by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, in his?report, to have been paid, by the 
sum of $119,438 14, and this too without any ex- 
planation from the Treasury Department. 

The compensation of several of the officers en- 
gaged in these departments is made up by fees for 
entrance and clearance of ships and vessels, per- 
{| mits to land goods, and various other specified 
i; duties, and by per centage upon the amount of 
i customs received, with limitations upon the 
: amount of annual compensation to be received 
i| by most, if not all, of these officers. 
i| © Now, he su 
H 


90,026 00 


Difference. ............ $47,295 06. 
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paid. Andas anestimate upon which to base fu- 
ture appropriations, it was wholly unsatisfactory. 

He withdrew the amendment. f 

Mr. HOLMES moved to amend the -emend- 
mentas follows: he 

Provided, Thatthe Secretary. of the Treasury have au- 
thority to expend for the collection of the revenue in Cali- 
fornia so much as may. be necessary therefor. 

He said this was an. amendment which was 
recommended: by the practical good sense which 
characterized the conduct of individualsand of cor- 
porations in the management of their business. It 
is perfectly obvious (said he) that gentlemen on the 
other (the Democratic) side are lost in amazement 
at. their.own figures, and before them— 

« Wilds immeasurably spread, 
Beem length’ning as they go.” 


Now (he continued) unless there were more wis- 


dom in this House, to collect the revenues of this |i 


country and to manage the machinery of their col- 
lection than intelligent merchants or corporations | 
had in conducting their own business operations, 
they could not reasonably appropriate a certain sam 
and say to the Secretary of the Treasury, You may 
use this; but you must not go one cent beyond it. 
Would a merchant or a corporation who had just 
erected an immense steam engine, with the exact 
eapabilities of which—the exact amount of fuel it 
would require, or the price of that fuel, the amount, 
cost of the labor necessary to keep the machine in 


‘operation—they were not acquainted, appropriate j; 


a certain.amount and tell their agent to go forward 
and keep the engine in operation, but that he must 
dimit te the sum prescribed by the expenses? Was 


there a man, astute in figures as gentlemen were, |) 
who could give any estimate, any approximation | 
to an estimate of the revenue which would be re- | 


ceived in California, or of the cost of the labor, 
the erection of buildings and all the paraphernalia 
necessary for the collection of that revenue? Un- 
jess they were to show themselves wiser in their 
generation than any and every body else, they 
would make no arbitrary limitation, but would 
Jeave the Secretary with means sufficient to collect 
the revenue, and hold him to his accountability as 
a public officer for the proper discharge of this 
duty. 
He withdrew the amendment. 


Mr. BAYLY, remarking that they were now 
acting upon probably the most important bill that 
would come before the House, and that perhaps 
not two-thirds of the House were in, said he would 
move that the committee rise; and he hoped that 
his side of the House would not vote, so that less 
than a quorum would appear, and they would 
thus have the roll called and it be seen who were 
absent. 

The CHAIRMAN propoun 
the motion to rise. 

Several gentlemen, namely: Messrs. Conran, 
Toomes; Watiiams, and Puerps, addressed the 
Chair—some of them proceeding to make some re- 
‘marks, but being called to order. 

Mr. TOOMBS, however, succeeded in saying 
that this motion was an extraordinary one—ex- 
traordinary in every sense of the word. 

Mr. BAYLY withdrew the motion, remarking | 
that gentlemen on the other side misunderstood his 
object in making it. His object had, been, not to 
break up the committee, but to call members in. 
~ Mr. HOUSTON pro forma renewed the amend- 
ment of Mr. Homes. 

He said he thought t 
now through two or three days, showed the 
cessity of adopting the recommendation of the | 
Secretary of the Treasury on this subject. He | 
complained, as much in this case, of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, as some members of the 
Committee of Ways and Means seemed disposed | 
to complain of the Secretary of the Treasury. 
From the foundation of the Government up to the | 
3d of March last, we had never had any law which | 
professed to limit the expenses of the collection of | 
the revenue. At that time, with a great increase 
of the maritime coast of the country, Congress 
had passed. this law, upon information which, at 
that time, was relied upon—that was, that the 
revenue could be collected for the amount estima- 
ted by Mr. Walker, the late Secretary of the 
Treasury. It was now found that it could not 
be done; it had not then been done; it could not | 
be done. And gentlemen now came forward and 
complained that specific estimates of all the items į 


ded the question on 


his whole debate, running | 
ne- | 


of expenditure had not been submitted to Con- 
gress, and went on to propose plan after plan to 
do. that very thing which had never before been 


Committee of Ways and Means amount to? It 
was a mere gross sum. He wanted the committee 
to report; the committee should report every item 


i| of expenditure in the collection of the revenue. 


Until this was done, the only thing for this House 
to do was to suspend the act of the 3d of March. 
They should not attempt to limit the amountof 
expenditure unless they could ascertain exactly 
every item of expenditure. - He hoped the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means would act promptly 
upon this question during the present session of 
Congress. He wanted it to be done. He thought 
| it could be done. But until it was done, he was 
not disposed to grope his way in the dark by 
attempting to fix arbitrary limitations. He with- 
drew the amendment. - 

Mr. THURSTON offered the following amend- 
ment, to come in at the close of the resolution re- 
ported as a substitute by the Committee of Ways 
and Means: 

“ But no part of the appropriation hereby made shall be 
applied to defray the expenses ef collecting the revenue in 
California and Oregon, during the fiscal year ending June 
30th, 1850.” > 

The amendment having been sent to the table 
and read— 

Mr. THURSTON said: 

Mr. Chairman, I have offered this amendment 
to the substitute reported by the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, to enable me to 
state a few facts to the committee, which I do not 
believe to be well understood. If the resolution to 
which I propose this amendment shall pass as re- 
ported, it will allow the Secretary of the Treasury 


of the Government, including the expenses in- 
curred in that service on the Pacific coast. I do 
not propose to discuss the point whether too much 
or too little is proposed to be placed atthe disposal 
of the Secretary for the collection of the revenue; 
but I wish to suggest the impropriety of including 
California and Oregon in this arrangement, in 
which the revenues collected in their several ports 

| will be snbject to the same laws in collecting 
which apply to the Atlantic side of the continent. 
Now, sir, it so happens that the state of things 
on the Pacific side is anomalous, unprecedented, 
| and to which the present revenue laws cannot well 
be made to apply. There isa state of things there 
that do not exist here, and will not—a state to 
|| which the present laws are inadequate. What 
then should be done? What all wise governments 
ought to do, frame their laws to meet the cireum- 
stances of the times and the case. ` Offer a remedy 
in shape of laws that will fill the extent of the de- 
j mand. In other words: if the state of things are 
different on the Pacific coast from what they are 
on the Atlantic, to which these laws were origi- 
nally intended to apply, to meet which was the 
object for which they were made—if, I say, the 
needs and wants of the revenue service on that side 
are other and different from what they are on this, 
then let this Congress, as it should, meet the case, 
furnish a remedy, full and ample remedy, by 
special legislation for the collection of the revenue 
on that side. For this reason, I do not wish that 
coast to be included in this arrangement; because, 


i 


neglected, and much revenue lost. It is certain, 
quite certain, that the requisite service on that side 
cannot be obtained for wages, either authorized or 
justified by the present laws. And I am opposed 
to leaving the expense of collecting the revenue on 
| that side discretionary with the Secretary; if so, 
he must rely on his officers, and their discretion 


there must be a remedy somehow, for certain it is, 
that the revenue cannot be safely collected in 
Oregon and California, under the present laws, 
and with the present pay. 

Take the collection district of Oregon for exam- 
ple. The collector resides at Astoria, some two 
i hundred and fifty miles by water to the port of 
Nesqually. This portis that where the Hudson's 
Bay Company import a large quantity of their 
goods. Up to this time,’there has been no deputy 
collector at that port—no revenue officer of any 
kind—because the collector has been unable to 
| find a man who would discharge the duties of the 


| office for the salary, or any pay within the power 


done... What did’ the limitation proposed by the’ | 


a certain sum, with which to collect the revenues | 


i 
| 
| 
| 
i 


if it is, the public service on that side must be | 


will be very likely to run into extravagance. But | 


of the colleetor-to give, . There is, then, nothing 
to prevent the Hudson’s: Bay Company; or-other 
foreigners, from smuggling goods to any: amount 
into that port, and not only to supply the. British 
north, but to flood. over the Territory with, goods 
on which no duty is paid..'To say. nothing about 
the danger. to. which -the revenue is: exposed: by 
this state. of things, our merchants.in Oregon will 
have to contend against odds; paying.duty. on 
their own goods,*and selling in competition with 
the company who may smuggle theirs.. ‘Whether 
this is the fact now or not, I ‘will not pretend to 
say; but sure it is, that such will be the case, utt- 
less this desideratum in the revenue service in 
Oregon is supplied by special legislation. . Even 
! the collector himself is there on the petty salary of 
one thousand dollars a year, when the wages of a 
good mechanic sometimes reaches to sixteen dol- 
lars a day. Such is.my information by. the last 
mail. And ifa remedy is not provided, even the 
collector will resign, and the whole district be thus 
left unofficered. 

But, Mr. Chairman, if you. take the California 
district, things are still worse. There the Govern- 
ment has a collector, whose duties are defined ‘by 
law. The present laws were framed to apply: to 
circumstances. totally different from those: with 
which he is surrounded. I am informed by. the 
| Represen tatives from. that State, just arrived: here, 
| that the collector at San Francisco, in orderto save 
and protect the revenue, has, under the advice of 
friends, taken the responsibility of paying forser- 
vices more than is authorized by law, relying on 
the magnanimity of the Government to approve 
his acts under the circumstances of the case. But 


| 


! 
i 
H 
t 
i 
1 


| 


adapt themselves to the laws. nen 
| cannot expect to be served below par—what busi- 
ness men give for labor she must give. . Now, I 
am informed that the collector in San Francisco 
has ventured to pay. inspectors four dollars :per 
day. Labor has been obtained for ‘this price, but 
with a sort of an understanding. that the. Govern- 
ment will make up the deficit... [tis nothing more 
than right that Government should do this, for how 
can itbe expected for men to labor for four dollars 
per day, when the expense of living maybe ten 
dollars per day? Who can expect one. to serve 
the Government for four dollars per day, when 
for the same time, he can. be paid ten or sixteen 
dollars? [Itis evident, therefore, nay, it is conclu- 
sive, that, unless there is some special legislation 
to meet the case, the Government will lose thou- 
| sands of dollars of revenue, that, with the services 
required, might have been collected. 

Again, Mr. Chairman, I am informed that the 
collector at San Francisco does not wish that the 
| expenses of collecting the revenue in California 
| should be left either to his discretion, or to the dis- 
f the Secretary of the Treasury. E donot. 
The reasons assigned by the 
hey are just—and.they. are 
f facts in California is so 
anomalous, so entirely different from any that has 
ever existed on this coast, that, although he or the 
l Secretary might economise in: the most rigid man- 
| ner, then the expenses would: be such in many 
l cases, that Congress could not be made to believe 
i they were not extravagant. Į do not think it policy 
| to allow this discretion to the Secretary or to his 
|! collectors. I'am for restricting them by law; then 
they know what to do, and the Government knows 
it has aright to expect. Up to this time, 


ji what. | L 
i! the collector there has had to exercise a large dis- 
Lam told by one of 


| cretion; and the result is, as 3 
i| the Representatives from there, that neither the 
collector nor any one else is able to tell what has 


i 


been the actual expense of collecting the revenue. 


i 
| 
i 
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|, cretion o 
‘| believe it should be. 
ii collector are cogent—t 
these: that the state o 
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This is very natural; it is always the case where a 
public officer’s path is not pointed and marked out 
by law. Lak i 

“By law, Mr. Chairman, let every man be gov- 


erned. But to conform to law, as it now is, and | 


properly collect the revenue in California and Ore- 
gon, is what cannot be done—ought not to be ex- 
pected. And in whatever light you view the mat- 
ter, it only tends to satisfy me that the best interest 
of the Government in collecting the revenue, im- 
periously calls for special legislation to meet the 
demands of the Pacific coast... In view of these 
things, sir, I hope Oregon and. California will be 
excluded from the operation of the resolution un- 
der consideration, and that Congress will, at some | 
early day, after being put in possession of the 
facts, proceed to enact a law that shall bind up the 
revenue officers on the Pacific within the compass 
of a well-defined. duty, and at the same time be 
such as'shall safely and vigilantly secure to the 
Government of the United States the largest amount 
of revenue. If the sum proposed by the resolu- 
tion for the collection of the revenue on this side of 
the ‘continent be too large, cut it down, Tam in 
favor of retrenchment; but a retrenchment which, 
while it saves in one direction, does not lose a 
larger sum in another. I repeat, sir, that I hope 
the committee will duly consider this matter, and 
act with an eye to the proper collection of the rev- 
enue on the Pacific side of the Union. 

The amendment was not pressed to a vote. j 

Mr. BAYLY moved an amendment, by striking 
out of the first section the words, “exclusive of 
storage, cartage, drayage, and labor in that year.” 

Mr. B. briefly explained the effect of the amend- | 
ment. 

The question was taken by tellers—Mesers. 
Ocke and Sranron of Tennessee, who reported— 
ayes 74, noes 84. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. MILLER moved that the committee rise. | 
Rejected; ayes 65, noes 82. | 

The question, recurring on the amendment of 
Mr. Kina, of New Jersey, was taken and decided | 
in the affirmative. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the committee rise and 
report the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that there was a pend- 
ing question—being upon agreeing to the substi- 
tute of the Committee of Ways and Means (as 
amended) for the original joint resolution. 

Mr. GREEN moved an amendment, to add the | 
following as‘a preamble: 

Whereas, the act of Congress entitled “an act requiring 
all moneys received for customs, and from other sources to 
be paid twmediately into the Treasury without abatement 
or reduction, and for other purposes,” approved March 34, | 
A. D. L849, required the gross amount of all the reveuue re- 
ceived for the use of the United States, to be paid into the | 
Treasury from and after the 30th June, A. D. 1849. ' 

And whereas, by the Constitution of the United States it 
is provided, that no money shall be drawn from the Treas- 
ury, butin consequence of appropriation made by jaw,” in 
compliance with which, the act aforesaid by the 4th section 
thereof, appropriated an indefinite amount to pay the ex- 
penses of collecting the reventie, from the time the said act 
took effect, and commenced its operation, but with the ex- 
press limitation and provision “that the expenses,of collect- 


ing the revenue from customs, should not thereafter exceed |; 


the sum of $1,560,030 per annum; together with such suins 
as under the law, are paid into the Treasury for drayage, 
cartage, labor and storage ; und in proportion for a less time. i 

And, whereas, the Secretary of the Treasury, within the | 
first half of the fiscal year, commencing July Ist, 1849, has Hi 
expended in the collection of the customs, according to his i 
accounts and estimates, the sum of $1,291,897, leaving 
under the limitation of the act aforesaid, for the second 
half of the fiseal year, to wit: from January Ist to June 
30th, 1850, inclusive, the sum of $268,103; which, there- 
fore, creates a necessity for an additional appropriation to 
pay the expenses of collecting the customs. 

And, whereas, the Secretary has failed to make such 
gradual reductions and retrenchments in the expenses for 
collecting customs, as the said act contemplated, to bring 
the anount within the limitation aforesaid; and has also | 
failed to submit to Congress mates that would come 
within the amount prescribed in said act, in compliance 
with which Congress might make specific appropriations for 
that service in conformity to law; and inasmuch as all sud- i 
den and radical changes in that branch of the public service 
may have a tendency 10 produce confusion and to endanger | 
the interests of the Government; and, moreover, it being | 
indispensable that adequate provision should be made for 
the fature expenses of collecting the revenue from cuts- | 
toms, bowever extravagant the past expenditures may have | 
been, so as to avoid alf unnecessary embarrassment to the 
Administration and secure the regular action of our revenue 
system. Therefore, 


Mr. G. made a few remarks in explanation and 
support of his amendment. 


The question was taken aud decided in the 
negative, 


|i E. Carrington Cabell, Joseph P. Catdwell, Campbell, Casey, 


| So the amendment of Mr. Green. was rejected. 


taken and agreed to. 

So the substitute was adopted. ; 

On motion of Mr. VINTON the committee rose 
and reported the joint resolution to the House. 

The question then was on agreeing to the 
amendment reported from the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BAYLY moved to amend the amendment 
by striking out the following words + ; 

« But no part of the appropriation hereby made sball be 
applied to defray the expenses of collecting the revenue in 
California and Oregon during the said second half of the 
fiscal year ending June 3üth, 1850.” 

And on this motion Mr. B. demanded the 
previous question. 

Mr. VINTON asked that the amendment, as 
reported from the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union might be read, so that the 
House could understand the bearing of the amend- 
ment moved by the gentleman from Virginia, 
(Mr. Bayty.] i 

The first named amendment was accordingly 
read. : i 

And the question on seconding the demand for 
the previous question, was then taken and decided 
tin the affirmative. 

So there was a second. 

And the main question was ordered to be now 
taken. fe 

Which main question was, first, on the amend. 
ment of Mr. Vinton to the amendment reported 
from Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. VINTON asked the yeas and nays which 
were ordered, and, being taken, resulted—yeas 
100, nays 101; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averert, Bay, Bayly, 
Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert 
G. Brown, Wiliam J. Brown, Buel, Burt, Joseph Cable, 
George A. Catdwell, Carter, Cleaveland, Williamson R. 
W. Cobb, Coleoek, Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, Doty, Dun- 
ham ,Durkee, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Fui- 
ler, Gerry, Gilmore, Green, Hamilton, Haralson, Hartan, 
i {sham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, 
Hibbard, Holliday, Howard, Inge, Audrew Johnson, Robert 
W. Johnson, Jones, Julian, Kaufman, Preston King, La 
Stre, Leffler, Lituefield, Job Mann, Mason, MeClernand, 
McDonald, McLanaban, Robert M. McLane, McMullen, 
McQueen, MeWillie, Meade, Miller, Millson, Morris, 
Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Potter, 
Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Savage, Sawtelie, 
Seddon, Frederick P. Sianton, Richard if. Stiiton, Stet- 
son, Strong, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James ‘Thompson, 
| William Thompson, Venable, Walden, Wallace, Well- 


and Young—100. 
i NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Anderson, An- 
drews, Booth, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Ches- 


HI ter Buuler, E. C. Cabell, J, P. Catdwell, Campbell, Casey, 


! Chandler, Clark, Clingman, Cole, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, 
i 


! Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Alex. Evans, Nathan 


|! Grinnell, Halloway, Uampton Haymond, Hebard, Henry, 
| Hitlard, Holmes, Houston, Howe, Hunter, Jackson, James 
| L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James 
G. King, John A. King, Levin, Horace Mann, Marshall, 
Matteson, McGaughey, Kissock, Finis E. MeLean, Meaeb- 
am, Moore, Morehead, Morton, Nelson. Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, 
Owen, Phenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, 
! Rockweil,Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn.School- 
eraft, Shepperd, Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, Stanly, Alex. 
H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, Sweetser, Taylor, John B. 
Thompson, Thurman, Underbill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Wat- 
kius, White, Williams, Wilson, and Winthrop—1l01. 


So the amendment was rejected. 
The question then recurred on agreeing to the 


j amendment as reported from the Committee of the 


Whole on the state of the Union. 


i were ordered, 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved that the 
| 


it House adjourn. 


| The question having been taken the House re- 
fused to adjourn. 

Some conversation followed in which Messrs. 
MEADE, PRESTON KING, KING, of New 
erse BAYLY, and the SPEAKER, partici- 
ated, 

After which the question on agreeing to the 
amendment reported by the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, was taken and 


m e 


follows: 


|  YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Aiston, Anderson, An 
| drews, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, C. Butter 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Chandler, Clark, Clingman, Cole, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, 
Deherry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Alexander Evans, 


| 
| Nathan Evans, Fowler, Gentry, Giddings, Goodenow, Gott, 


‘The question recurring on agreeing to the sub- | 
stitute (as amended) of the Committee of Ways | 
and Means for the- original joint resolution, was 


| born, Wentworth, Whittlesey, Wilmot, Wood, Woodward, | 


| Evans, Fowler, Gentry, Giddings, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, į 


Mr. VINTON asked the yeas and nays; which | 


decided in the negative—yeas 99, nays 103; as | 


Watkins, White, Williams, Wilson, and Winthrop—99. 
i NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bayly, 


| Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Booth, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, A. > 
G. Brown, Wiliam J. Brown, Buel, Burt, Joseph Cable, G. 
A. Caldwell, Carter, Cleveland, Williamson R. W. Cobb, 
Colvoek, Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, Doty, Dunham, Durkee, 
Bduamdson, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch. Fuller, Gerry, Gil- 
more, Green, Hamilton, Haralson, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, 
Sampseu W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, Holliday, 
Howard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, 
Joue-. Julian, Kaufman, Preston King, La Sére, Leffler, 
Litte field, Job Manu, Mason, MeClernand, McDonald, Me- 
Dowell, MecLanahan, Robert M. McLane, McMullen, Me- 
Queen, McWillie, Meade, Miller, Milson, Morris, Morse, 
Olds, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Potter, Powell, 
Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, 
Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H.,Stanton, Stetson, Strong, 
Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, William Thomp- 
son, Venable, Walden, Wallace, Wellborn, Wentworth, 
Whittlesey, Wilmot, Wood, Woodward, and Young—103, 

| So the amendment was disagreed to. 


| The question recurred on ordering the joint res- 
olution to a third reading. 

Mr. PRESTON KING inquired of the Chair 
| whether, if the vote was reconsidered on ordering 
the main question to be put, it would be in order 
to move an amendment to the original resolution. 

The CHAIR said that it would be in order. 

Mr. PRESTON KING then suggested to the 
gentleman from New Jersey, [Mr. Kina,] that if 
he desired to have his amendment adopted, he 
could make the motion to reconsider which was 
indicated by the Chair. He [Mr. P. Kine] would 
vote for the proposition, as it was specific in its 
character. He was perfectly willing to vote the 
Secretary any amount in reason, which he would 
show was necessary by specific estimates. 

After some conversation, 

Mr. KING, of New Jersey, moved a reconsid- 
eration of the vote by which the main question 
was ordered to be put. 

Mr. RICHARDSON called for the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered. Pending the question, 
however, r 
| On motion the House adjourned.. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 

1 Mr. BOWLIN gave notice, under the rule, that on to- 
| morrow, or as soon thereafter as a hearing could be had, he 
| would ask leave to introduce a bill, granting to the State of 
ll Missouri the right of way and a donation of the publiolands, 
the 
sippi 


ji to aid in constructing a railroad from St. Louis thro 
mineral region of said State, toa point on the Mi 
below ice obstructions, 


PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions and memorials were 
| presented and referred under the rule: 


By Mr. BOWLIN: The petition of William S. Alen, 
Commissioner of Schools in St. Louis eounty, Missouri, 
i] praying for a grant of land in said county for the use of 
School Township, number 14, therein ; which was referred 
l to the Committee on the Publie Lands. 

Also, the petition of Jobn J. Anderson and thirty-eight 
| others, citizens of St. Louis, Missouri, asking fora reduc- 
tion of postage; which was referred to the Committée on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the memorial of the City Council of the city of St. 
Louis, asking to be refunded certain moneys advanced to 
support marine hospital patients, who could receive no 
benefit, from the deficiency of the fund for that purpose, al- 
though entitled under the iaws; which was referred to the 
Cominittee on Commerce. 

By Mr. MILLER: The petition of Mardenbro White and 
other citizens of Gambier, Obio, asking Congress to reduce 
the present rates of postage, by establishing the rates of 
postage on prepaid letters at two cents per half ounce, 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the petition of John Shurr, jr., and twenty four 
other citizens of Richland county, Ohio, requesting Con- 
gress to fix the rates of postage on prepaid letters at two 
cents per half ounce. Referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. UNDERHILL: The petition of J. U. Williams & 
Son, and others, to have the rate of postage on prepaid let- 
|; ters established at two cents per half ounce. 

. By Mr. SAWTELLE: The petition of Willian Jarvis 
i and thirteen others, citizens of Castine, In the State of 

Maine, praying for the erection of a harbor light on Green’s 
sland, at the entrance of Hurricane Sound, in the town of 
Vinallaven. Referred to ihe Committee on Commerce, 

Also, the petition of Daniel H. Mansfield and fifty-four 
others, citizens of Belfast, in the State of Maine, for the re- 
dnetion of postage. 

Also, the petition of Judah McLellan and ninety others, 
of the State of Maine, for the same. 

Also, the petition of the President and members of the 
Facuity of Waterville College, in the State of Maine, for 
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the same; which were severally referred tothe Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. a 3 

Also, the petition of Wiliam Elwell, jr., of Mayfield, in 
the county of Somerset, State of Maine, for a pension. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. REED: The petition of professors and students 
of Washington College, Pennsylvania, for cheap postage. 

Also, the petition of J. McComb and 153 others, citizens 
of Ashland county, Ohio, praying the discontinuance of the 
Sabbath mails. 5 ~ : 

Also, the petition-of J. W. F. White and 109. others, for 
cheap postage ; which were severally referred to the Coni- ` 
mittee on tlie Post Office and Post Roads. : 

By Mr. DUNHAM: The petition of William G. Arm- 
strong and 145-others, citizens of the city of Jeffersonville, 
Indias, praying the. passage of an act.of Congress declaring 
said city a port of delivery under the charge of the revenue 
officers of the port of Louisville, Kentucky; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, 

By Mr. LITTLEFIELD: The petition of Rev. L. W. 
Harris and 55 others, citizens of North Bridgton, Maine, + 
praying for reduction of postage. 

Also, the petition of James Strout and 120 qthers, citizens 
of Durham, Maine, praying the reduction of postage; each 
of which were referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
‘and Post Roads. ` 

By Mr. TAYLOR: The petition of Richard Walden, of 
Jackson county, Ohio, a soldier during the war with Eng- 
land in 1814, praying for a pension. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. BAYLY : The petition of the heirs of William 
Shirlock for bounty land. 

By Mr. CONGER: ‘The memorial of 50 citizens of Cayy- 
ga county, New York, asking the establishment of postage 
on prepaid letters at two cents per half ounce. 

By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of John Kirk, B. r. 
Hiener and others, citizens of Youngstown, Mahoning conn- 
ty, Ohio, praying the reduction of postage on prepaid letters 
to two cents per half ounce. 

By Mr. RISLEY: ‘The petition of John Steward and 71 
other citizens of Chautauque county, Néw York, praying 
Congress to grantan appropriation for the improvement of, 
Portland harboron Lake Erie. Referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

By Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky: Tbe memorial of 
Waiker Reid, and 58 other surviving officers and soldiers of 
the late war with Great Britain, asking Congress to grant 
bounty lands to the officers and soldiers who served in that 
war. 

Also, the memorial and proceedings of a meeting of the 
citizens of Mason county, Kentueky, and certain surviving 
officers of the late war with Great Britain, asking that 

bounty lands may be granted to the officers and soldiers who 
served in that war. 

Also, the memoria of L. B. Bennett, and other volunteer 
officers of the late war with Mexico, praying that the sur- 
viving officers, and the heirs of deceased officers, y ho served 
in that war, may be further provided for by Congress. 

Also, the memorial of J. M. Preston and numerous other 
citizens of Covington, Kentucky, praying a reduction of 
the rates of postage to two cents for every half ounce of 
prepaid letter matter. 

By Mr. MATTESON: The petition of Alexander B. 
Johnson, Esquire, President of the Ontario Branch Bank, 
and 1] other citizens of Utica, Oneida county, New York, 
in favor of a uniform reduction of postage on prepaid letters 
to two cents per half ounce. 

Also, the petition of L. Lord Centiss, and 81 other citizens 
of the same place, for the same purpose. 

Also, the petition of Francis Bates, and 21 other citizens 
of the same place, for the same purpose. 

Also, the petition of Ephraim Lanfred, and 116 other cit- 
jzens of Camden, same county, for the same purpose. 

Also, the petition of John Remington, and 19 other citi- 
zens of the same place, for the same purpose, 

Also, the petition of Artemas Trowbridge, and 34 other 
citizens of the same: place, for the same purpose. 

Also, the petition of O. 8, Williams, and 5 other citizens 
of Clinton, in same county, for the same purpose. 

Also, the petition of teachers and students of Whitestown 
Seminary, in same county, for same purpose : all of which 
petitions were severally referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 5 

Also, the petition of Henry R. Hart, and 20 other citizens 
of same county, interested in the manufacture of iron, in 
favor of increasing the duties on iron, and making the 
uties thereon specific. a E 

By Mr. KAUFMAN: The petition of citizens of Sabine 
parish, for a mail route from Maury to P. H. Dilton’s. | 
Also, the petition of citizens of Van Zandt county, for a 
mail ronte. 

Also, tbe petition of citizens of Newton 
ties, for a mail route, . . 

Also, the petifion of citizens of Cass and Upshur coun- 
ties, fora mail route. 3 

Also, the petition of citizens of Van Zandt county, for a 
mail route from Mount Pleasant to Palestine. i 

Also, the petition of John Work, late assistant surgeon. 

Also, the inemorial of Charles Black, of Galveston. i 

By Mr. RUMSEY: The petition of Gen. N. V. Knicker- 
bocker and 1,112 others, citizens of Steuben county, New | 
York, that postage be charged at but two cents per half; 


and Sabine coun- 


ounce on prepaid letters i 

By Mr. HOAGLAND: The petition signed by John Gray | 
and 42 others of the State of Ohio, asking fora modification | 
of the law regulating postage. _Referred to the Committee | 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. g . . | 

By Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania: Æ memorial I! 
signed by Hon. ©. M. Reed, and seventy other citizens of f 
Brie county, Pennsylvania, asking for a reduction of the | 
rates of postage. H 


Also, a memorial signed by E. Haskell, and fifty other citi- || 
zens of Clarion county, Pennsylvania, of similar import of l 
the above, and referred as above. ; i 

‘Also, a memorial of similar import to the foregoing, and u 
co referred, signed by W. N. McDougall, Esq., and thirty || 
other citizens of Potter county, Pennsylvania. |! 

Also, 2 memorial of Calvin Carroll, and fifty-six citizens | 
of Potter and Tioga counties, Pennsylvania for a mail route H 


from P. MëWells; Potter county, up Phenix tun via Mix- 
town, to. Westfield, Tioga county, Pennsylvania. » Referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office‘and Post Roads. | 

Also, a memorial of Danie! Buckley, and forty-seven citi- 
zens of McKean county, for a mail route from Rowlett 
Potter county, to Ceres, McKean : county, Pennsylvania. 
Referred as above. į 

Also, a petition signed by John Harlet, and thirty other 
citizens of Clarion county, Pennsylvania, fora mail route 
from Catfish Post Office, Clarion county via Collinsburg 
and Jefferson Furnace to Slupperville, Clarion county,a dis- 
tance of twenty miles. 

Also,a memorial signed by William Henry, įr., and forty 
other citizens of Clarion county, Pennsylvania, for an alter- 
ation of the tariff, and introduction of specific duties. Re- 
ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Also, a similar memorial, signed by Justice Mehl, and 
thirty-seven other citizens of Clarion county, Pennsylvania, 
and similarly referred. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH : Several petitions from the citi- 
zens of Chicago, for fixing the rate of postage at two cents 
the half ounce. Referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. : 

Also, the’petition of citizens of Peoria county, Illinois, on 
the subject of land limitation and land reform. Referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, the petition of Daniel H. Temple, teacher of the 
Chicago English and Classical High School, and his pupils, 
for a reduction of postage to two cents prepaid. Referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. POTTER: The petition of Abner Lord Backus, 
and 147 other citizens of Lucas county, Ohio, for a reduc- 
tion in the rates of postage, Referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. COLE: The petition of D. Halt, jr., H. A. Tenny, 
and 460 other citizens of Wisconsin, praying for the estab- 
lishment of a mail route from Madison, Wisconsin, to 
Prairie du Chieu via the Wisconsin River Valley. Referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 

Also, the petition of John Davis, and 60 other citizens of 
Wisconsin, for the establishment of a mail route from Min- 
eral Point to Prairie du Chien via Linden, &e. Referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. BAY: The memorial of J. B. New, relative to the 
United States mail service. 

By Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky: The petition of the 
heirs of Jobn Emerson, praying an allowance of interest on 
commutation pay allowed for services in the Revolutionary 
war. 

By Mr. WELLBORN: The petition of D. F. Wilcox, Asa 
Pond, and others, praying the reduction of postage on pre- 
paid Jetters of half an ounce to two cents. 

By Mr. BOOTH: The petition of Jarvis Boies and others, 
of the State of Connecticut, praying for the enactment of 
such Jaws as will protect them in the enjoyment of a patent 
rigbt, which is used in the British Provinces of North 
America, and the articles there made and sold in the markets 
of the United States, to the injury, and against the rights of 
the petitioners. 

By Mr. KING, of Massachusetts: The petition of James 
Phillips and 55 other citizens, of Lynn, Massachusetts, for 
placing buoys on dangerous rocks near Boston and Lynn 
harbors. 

‘Also, the petition of D, P.. Gallorep and the officers of the 
Essex County Teachers’ Association, in aid of the memo- 
rial of the Philadelphia Teachers’ Convention for a bureau 
for collecting educational statistics. 

Also mhie petition of Peter Rix, for increase of pension. 

By Mr. 
of the State of Ohio, praying for the establishment of a mail 
route fron: MeConnellsville to Cambridge. 

Also, a petition of the citizens of Washington county, 
praying for the establishinent of a mail route from Constitu- 
tion to Federaltou. 

Also, a petition of the citizens of Morgan and Perry coun- 
ties, praying for the establishment of a mail ropte from 
Matta to Logan. x 

Also, a petition of the citizens of Morgan and Perry coun- 
ties, praying for the, establishment of a mail route from 
Deava to Athens. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Stonington and Groton, in 
Connecticut, praying for an appropriation for the removal 
of the sandbar in Mystic river, and for buoys, beacons, &e, 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce, 

By Mr. NELSON: The petition of Peter U. Morgan, ad- 
ministratur of John Arnold, deceased, and George G, Bish- 
op, for the extension of certain letters patent. Referred to 
the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. PARKER: The petition of Daniel Burkhart and 
others, citizens of Berkeley county, Virginia, praying for 
the reduction of postage on prepaid letters, and its removal 
from newspapers within 30 miles of the place of their pub- 
lication. 

By Mr. GOTT: The memorial of BE. W. Curties and 
others, citizens of Onondaga county, New York, for cheap 
postage. P E 

Also, the memorial of Ð. C. Leroy and others, citizens of 
said county, for the same purpose. 


Also, the memorial of Wm. Finch and 48 other citizens; į 


the memorial of William Rhoades and 68 other citizens 5 
and the memorial of Wm. H, Topp and 436 other citizens 
of Onondago county, New York, for the relief of Drayton 
and Sayre, now in prison in the District of Columbia. 


for the abolition of slavery in said District, and for other | 


purposes. 
By 


others, citizens of Nelson, New Hampshire; the petition of 


R. Copeland and 123 others, citizens of Walpole, New 
Hampshire; the petition of Samuel H. Tolman and 9 others 


Roads. 
Also, 


Referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
HARALSON: The petition of Andrew Smith, 


owners. 
By Mr. 


Referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. | 


WHITTLESEY : The petition of the citizens | 


Also, | 


Mr. WILSON: The petition of Samuel Griffin and 43 | —no matter 


the memorial of Edward F. Sire and 30 others. cit- l 
izens ol Portsmouth, New Hampshire, praying for certain 
modifications relating to the liabilities of American ship 


‘Campbell county, Georgia, asking for the payment of certain 
Treasury. notes belonging to-him, which were.stolep from 
the, mail, forged by some.one unknown, and. redeeined-at 
ue Assistant ‘Treasurer’s office of the United States at New 
ak = Sg eee? 


On motion by Mr. HENRY, $ Grae 

Resolved, That the papers. on file in the Clerk’s. ofe 3 
asking-a pension for Rebecca Freeman, be taken; therefrom, 

|| and referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

| t iC 


IN SENATE. pe ee 
Monpay, February 11, 1850. Oey 
MEMORIAL FOR DISSOLUTION OF THE UNION. 


The first business in order being the unfinished 
business of Friday morning, viz: a motion. to re= 
ceive a petition presented by Mr. Haze praying 
for the. dissolution-of the Union, on which ques- 
tion Mr: Cuase was entitled to the floor— : 

Mr. CHASE. When I yielded the floor on 
Friday to the distinguished Senator from Texes, 
[Mr. Hovsron,] | was about to say that the 
course which. 1. proposed to take upon the ques- 
tion before us had a precedent in the action of the 
Legislature of my own State. In -both branches 
| of that Legislature, Mr. President, have petitions 
on this subject. been presented. They have, in 
both branches, been disposed of by reference. 

In the, House of Representatives, during -the 
last session, I think, a petition of this sort was 
received and was referred, and an elaborate:and 
| able report, against acting upon the prayer ofthe 
petitioners, was the result. At an earlier period, 
a similar petition was presented in the Senate of 
Ohio, and was received, referred, and reported 
upon. The report then submitted has since been 
|| the subject of frequent and general commendation, 
both North and South, as one most happily 
adapted to the occasion. ` 

I think, sir, that the course thus indicated is the 
right course. lt is founded upon a correct ap- 
prehension of the nature of the right of petition, 
and the true duty of legislative bodies in respect 
to such petitions as that now before-us. 

I do not concur with those honorable Senators 
who have seen fit to disparage the right of petition as 
“a poor right,” “a right to beg.” It is the ines- 
timable right, guarantied by the Constitution to 
the people, of making known, in proper form, their 
wishes to the Legislature... lt is called, indeed, in 
the Constitution, the right of “ petition.” *t Peti- 
tion” is the word used. But what is meant? Not 
supplication, certainly; but the right of the people 


i 


to them, and to ask such action as théy may de- 
sire. The word ‘*petition?’. is used inthe sense 
that. belongs to it. when used in. judicial. proceed-_ 
ings. i lt 


It describes an application: in writing. 
may be an appli¢ation for that which is-demanda-, 


or body addressed may grant or deny at-discretion, 
or that which cannot be granted at all, for want of 
power to grant or to act upon the subject of the ap- 
plication. But it is for the people, to-whom, the 
| right of. petition belongs, to determine forthem~ 
selves upon what occasions they will exercise: its, 
| and when,they have determined, and have exer- 
cised it, and their petitions are presented. here,.or 
in any other legislative body, they should be re- 
ceived. To refuse to receive them is, in. my 
judgment, an infringement upon their right: When 
once received, they may be disposed of as seems 
i fit, in any way consistent with a fair and respect- 
‘ful hearing. ‘To stop short of this—to refuse to 
|| receive a petition—to say to the petitioners, ‘you 
|) shall not be. heard”? —is an invasion of their con- 
|| stitauonal privilege. Sir, we cannot abridge that 
privilege by law. It is not in the power of ‘both 
| branches of Congress combined to abridge. that 


i 


F privilege by law; much less can we abridge it by 
|i mere usage or rule. wi 
‘| Nor, Mr. President, does it-seem tome wise to 
|| denounce as madmen ‘those who- come here, no 
i] matter whether from the North‘or from the South 

whether their. petitions be presented 
(| by the Senator from North Carolina or the Sena- 
il tor from New, Hampshire—to ask for action pre- 
paratory toa dissolution of the Union. They are 
i! mistaken men, but, Ibope, not mad. They ask 
|i for action. which we have no constitutional power 
to take, and which we ought not to take, if we had 
the power They are mistaken if they think we 
|! have the power. They are mistaken if they think 
i that the power, if we had it, should be exercised. 


of | They depict the southerners as well as the north- 


to express their views upon any subject of interest > 


|| ble‘as'an absolute right, or that which the tribunal: 
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the remedy. 
of the Union. The petitioners from the North 
who desire a dissolution of the Unioh, desire that 
which, if accomplished, would in no degree ad- 
vance their purposes. The petitioners or resolu- 
tionists from the South, who contemplate dis- 
union, look to that which, if attained, would over- 
whelm all their hopes in utter ruin. r 

I regret, Mr. President, that, upon the motion 
to receive the petition now presented, we are not 
to have the vote of the honorable Senator from 
illinois, [Mr. Doveras.) _Heapprehends, clearly 

enough, the line of discrimination established here. 
The question of reception was made upon the pe- 
tition presented a day or two since by the Senator 
from North Carolina, [Mr. Maneum.] That peti- 
tion, like this, looked towards a dissolution of the 
Union, yet the Senate decided to receive it almost 
unanimously. There were but two votes against 
reception. One of these votes was given by the 
honorable Senator from Lllinois, in conformity 
with the usage to which he adheres of denying 
reception to all petitions on this subject, or touch- 
ing in any way the great question of slavery, 
whether they come from the North or the South. 
But after the honorable Senator saw, as he did see, 
that the usage to which he adhered was to be dis- 
regarded, and that, instead of it, there was to bea 
mere invidious sectional discrimination in respect 
to the reception of petitions, I did hope that he 
‘would be inclined to give to petitions from the 
North the same benefit of hearing which the Sen- 
ate, by a vote so nearly unanimous, accorded to 
petitions from the South. 

I regret, also, that we are not to have the vote 
of the Senator from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Srur- 
ceon.]. | am sorry he could not see in the petition 
from North Carolina, for the reception of which 
he did vote, the hateful characteristics which he 
sees in this, which comes from citizens of his own 
State. l congratulate the Senator, however, on 
the applause which his discrimination has drawn 
from honorable Senators on the Whig side of the 
Chamber, and particularly from the Senator from 
Georgia, [Mr. Dawson. ] i 

The Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. Davis] 
avows, too, his purpose to vote against the recep- 
tion of this petiion, although he voted for the 
reception of the petition from North Carolina, 1 
am sorry for this; but he, too, has his com- 
mendation and his commender. While the Sena- 
tor from Georgia [Mr. Dawson] bestows the meed 
of approbation upon the Senator from Pennsylya- 
nia, {Wlr. Sturgeon, | the Senator from Mississippi 
{My. Foore] bapuzes with his applause the Sena- 
tor trom Massachusetts. . 

I bave already said that E have no objection to 
receiving this petition and laying it on the table, 
as was done with the one from North Carolina. 
l am quite willing that both petitions should be 
referred to a committee, with such instructions as 
the Senate may see fit to give. But I protest 
against discrimination. Let every respecifol peti- 
tion presented here, no matter from what quarter 
it comes, meet with the reception due to the repre- 
sentations of the people addressed to their repre- 
sentatives. Let them be received. If the Senate 
entertains, in regard to the objects for which they 
pray, opinions so unanimous, so fixed, and so 
unalterable, that reference would be useless, let 
them be laid upon the table, or if it be thought 
desirable, for the sake of satisfying the petitioners 
and the country, to answer the petition by a state- 
ment of reasons why its prayer cannot or should 
not ve granted, let it be referred. oe 

In most things, Mr. President, it will give me 
pleasure to follow the example of gentlemen from 
whom Iam now compelled to differ. But in this 
matter I think it safer and better to follow the ex- 
ample which has been set before me by the Legis- 
lature of my State. That example is in favor of 
receiving this petition, and denying its prayer. 
With the people of Ohio the right of petition 
is sacred, and sacred also is the union of the 
States. : . 

I shall vote, therefore, for the reception of this 
petition, and I shall also, on every occasion, by 
my vote and by my action, prove that I am, as 
Ohio is, for the Union, and against dissolution. 

Mr. DAYTON. 1 desire to say a word or two 
about this petition, and in doing so I wish not to 


Tt is that 
remedy which. the citizen or subject has against 
the sovereign power, and it comes in its place as 


the right of action comes in asuitatiaw. Itisa 
suit, not a suit at law; but-it is a suit addressed 
by the subject to the sovereign power, and it ad- 
| dresses itself to the conscience of that tribunal; 
and all the books which treat upon this subject 
| treat of it as a right which is a well-settled, a 
well-considered thing. But, sir, I have yet to 
know that the right of petition has ever been ex- 
| tended directly to the destruction of the sovereign 
| power to which it is addressed. It is a right 
| which is limited to the redress of grievances. 
That is the burden of this right, and that is the 
exclusive limit of the right; and it isa right which 
remains inviolable in the hands of the citizen or 
subject so long as he continues a citizen or sub- 
| ject. But it is not, I repeat, the right of any 
| party to petition the sovereign power to destroy 
itself, Such a request is repugnant to the right of 
petition, which is limited only to redress of griev- 
ances under which the citizen or subject labors 
while he is a citizen or subject. 

Now, what is this petition? Ido not deal with 
the petition or memorial with reference to the 
grounds on which the petition itself rests its re- 
quest. It puts in, by way of preamble, some 
opinion as to the matter of slavery, and then, as a 
consequent, asks Congress to dissolve the Union, 
I would deal with it as if it came without assign- 
ing any reason, and would vote against it in the 
one case as I would in the other. It asks us to 
do that which we have no right to do, and is in its 
character not respectful to the body which is ad- 
dressed. The very first element of an appropri- 
ate petition is that it must be in its character 
respectful to the body addressed. 

Now, a petition may be disrespectful not only 
in form and language, but in the subject-matter. 
No man has a right to come here, and ask me, 
in any phraseology, to commit perjury or be 
guilty of treason; and if that be the subject-mat- 
ter of the petition, the form is nothing. ‘This pe- 
tition, it is true, isin mild and respectful language, 
but-it comes here and addresses the representa- 
tives of sovereign powers, and asks us to dissolve 
| the Union. It asks us to put an end to the Fed- 
| eral Government; it asks us to destroy the Con- 
| stitution peaceably. Why, the first thing I did 
when l came here was to take an oath to support 
that Constitution which these men ask me to de- 
stroy. Now, is it respectful to this body to make 
| a request of us to do that which we have posi- 
tively sworn we would not do? Sir, I submit that 
i it is not. 

But’ my friend from New Hampshire [Mr. 
Harr] has said (and said, I think, with some 
point too) that there are wrongs upon both sides 
of this question; and I go with him in reference to 
certain remarks that he made in regard to the peti- 
tion presented by the honorable Senator from 
| North Carolina, (Mr. Maneum.] When I entered 


abouts, there was one uniform rule or usage—call 
itso,if you will—acted upon by the Senate upon 
the presentation of petitions tending to the agita- 
tion of the question of slavery. The motion to 
receive was laid upon the table. That had been 
the uniform rule for some time anterior to that; 
and, in reference to the hundreds of petitions pre- 
sented since, that rule or practice has been applied 
to them all, without a single exception. It was 
done, Mr. President, as I understood, as a kind of 
compromise upon this floor. A petition or me- 
morial of this character was presented, and the 
| motion to receive it was laid upon the table. That 
puts the petition or memorial on the files, and en- 
tersit upon the minutes of the Senate. It goes 
upon the Journal, and for all practical purposes it 
stands in the same position as though it had been 
received and laid upon the table. It was a species 
of compromise of the matter, which rids us of de- 
bate upon this exciting subject, i 

l Well, sir, a memorial of this kind was offered 
| some time since by the honorable Senator from 
New York, (Mr. Sswarn,] and I and my asso- 
! ciates, acting in good faith, on the understanding 
| which had existed for the last ten years in refer- 
ence to all these memorials, on the yeas and nays 


| this body, sir, some seven years ago or there- |j 


e- 


against the reception, if the yeas and nays had not 
been called, I would have been the ‘more deter- 
mined so to vote when a person chose to put us on 
the record in regard to a matter of this sort. 

This rule or usage ought to be lived up to with 
great respect on both sides of the chamber; and 
permit me to say it has been violated, as I think, 
in the case of the memorial from North Carolina, 
and the South has come up directly and voted for 
the reception of papers agitating this very ques- 
tion. This rule was never applied to those peti- 
tions only which call for action. One-half of these 
petitions were only setting forth the duties of Con- 
gress, as the petitioners believed; others asked for 
the passage of a law; yet all had been laid on the 
table. But here is a memorial on this very ex- 
citing subject which was received by the votes of all 
our friends on the other side of the chamber. 
Now, the rule should be applied on both sides of 
the chamber, and I will apply it if the South vote 
in this way. This matter has heretofore been treat- 
ed in this manner by both parties in good faith, 
with a view to avoid the agitation of this trouble- 
some question. 

But, sir, that too is outside of the question under 
immediate consideration, which is, whether we 
will receive a memorial addressed to us, asking us - 
directly to destroy the Government; to do it peace- 
ably, to be sure, but asking us directly to destroy 
the Government. It is one of that character of 
memorials that I think ought not to be received, 
much less acted upon, as the Senator from New 
York (Mr. Sewarp] suggests, by reference to a 
committee, with instructions to report upon ‘it. 
Why, Mr. President, in reference to this matter, 
what position would the Senate of the United 
States occupy, supposing a committee of this body 
appointed, with instructions from the Senate to 
make a report with resolutions against the prayer 
of the petition? The honorable Senator from New 
York says that he conceives every man who would 
send such a memorial as this is a madman; and 
yet we are to have a special committee here who 
are to be instructed to make an argument on this 
question presented by madmen. If you appoint a 
committee of that kind at this time of day, it strikes 
me that they will be much in the same position as 
that of the plain countryman in a local Legislature, 
of whom we have heard, who, being called upon 


, to answer a somewhat frothy antagonist, declined 
; to do so on the ground that ‘nothing wrenched 


him so much as to kick against nothing,” 

Sir, who wants argument, who wants debate or 
reason, in answer to memorials of this kind? 1, 
for one, do not, 

Mr. CASS. Mr. President, no man who at- 
tends the discussionsin the Senate can fail to per- 
ceive the predisposition which prevails here to push 
principles to theirextremes. If we do not find a 
massive wall where they must stop, we follow 
them indefinitely, with as much metaphysical zeal 
as any of the disciples of the ancient schools of 
logic. The provision respecting the right of peti- 
tion is contained in one of the amended articles of 
the Constitution, which provides that Congress 
shall pass no law to prevent the people from as- 
sembling peaceably and petitioning for redress of 
grievances. I do not deny that the right thus 
secured is an important one, butti do not rate it by 
any means as high as the honorable Senator from 
Ohio [Mr. Cuase] appears todo. Thanks to the 
wisdom of our forefathers, and to the spirit of our 
institutions, the people of this country have a much 
more efficient remedy than the right of petition for 
any abuse by the Government, whether appre- 
hended or existing—the right of action; the right 
to send you home, and me home, and ail of us 
home, and put other and better men in our places, 
that their wishes may be accomplished. The 
Government is thcirs, and the ballot-box is a far 
better security for its faithful administration than 
this humble right of petition. In England, whence 
the measure is derived, it ig the best means the 
people have fora redress of grievances; and a poor 
one it is, too, there, as the experience of every day 
demenstrates. With a hereditary Executive, a 
hereditary House of Lords, and a House of Com- 


| mons originally elected for the life of the Sover- 


eign, the right to petition is about all that is left 
to the people. Why, sir, if we were utterly to 
refuse to receive petitions in this country, it would 
produce no other effect than to rouse public in- 


1850. 


dignation and to hurl us from our: places. No 
legislature in this broad land :-will ever -place 
any iraproper limitation upon the exercise of. this 
right. But, sir, there are limitations which control 
it, necessarily arising out of the nature, of things. 
You would not receive a. petition couched in 
insolent or obscene or blasphemous. language. 
Would you receive one asking Congress to de- 
clare. that there was no God, and to pass a 
law prohibiting the -people of the United States 
from assembling for. the: purposes. of . religious 
worship? Would you refer such a petition—as 
the Senator from New York [Mr. Sewarp] pro- 
poses to refer this—with grave instructions to re- 
port the proofs of the existence of a God, and to 
add their feeblé evidence to the testimony upon 
that subject which is found equally in the Book of 
Nature and in the Book of Revelation, and which 
is with us and around us from the cradle to the 
grave? Then, sir, if there are limitations to the 
duty of receiving, if not to the right of presenting 
petitions, what are they? They should be decent 
in their language, and the action they ask for 
should be within the sphere of our constitutional 
power. This principle the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr. Davis,] in my opinion, laid down 
the other day with equal wuth and force. If I 
understood his vote, however, it happened to him, 
as to most of us too often in life, that his doctrine 
was better than his practice. I think, on a test 
vote on that occasion, he was among those in 
favor of the introduction of a petition asking 
what we could not grant. The constitutional ob- 
ject of the right of petition is declared to be the re- 
dress of grievances. Instead of a valuable right, 
„an application to Congress to do what it cannot do, 
reduces it to a farce, and is calculated to bring the 
right itself into contempt. If we have no power 
to grant the prayer of the petition, why, should 
such a petition be received? And our time thus 
profilessly spent might be devoted to useful and 
national purposes. 1am not speaking, sir, of a 
doubtful question—of petitions for measures of 
doubtful validity, and about which reasonable men 
may differ, and do differ. These should be re- 
spectfully received and considered. But I speak 
of applications for the exercise of powers which 
we have clearly and undeniably no right to assume 


national...But when these come, jet them. bead- 
justed ina proper spirit of compromise, and: the 
future may bring us all that the fondest aspiration 
‘can, desire. 

This petition asks us to take measures to dis- 
solve this Union peaceably. 
from the followers. of William Penn, the. great 
apostle of peace; from a portion of the most re- 
spectable Society of. Friends, whose high moral 


what kind of a proposition is this? 
Union peaceably! 1 say it with all proper deference 


he who expects such a result is either already in 
an insane hospital or ought to be placed there. 
He who believes that such a Government as this, 


the past, its performance of the present, and its 


almost every American, can be broken up without 
bloodshed, has read human nature and human his- 
tory to little purpose. No, sir, the Gordian knot 
that binds us together will never be severed but by 
the sword. To talk, then, of dissolution is to talk 
of war. Both are inseparably connected, and the 
evil day that brings the one will bring the other. 
And what kind of a war will it be? Such a war, 
sir, as this world has never seen, The nearer we 
have been as friends, the more deadly will be our 
feelings as enemies. It will have ali the elements 
of a civil war; of an intestine war. Wherever the 
border may be, it will be marked by blood and 
conflagration from one end of it to the other; Far 
be it from me to weigh the injuries that each por- 
tion might inflict'upon the other, and then strike 
the balance of evil with mathematical precision. 
It is enough for me to know that ruinous would be 
the hopes of both. And where is all this to end? 
If jealousies and fancied rival interests, or real 
grievances, are to divide us into two confederacies, 
where is that division to stop? Similar causes 
will exist—they are inseparable from human na- 
ture—and we shall finally be reduced to State sov- 
ereignties, and may read our fate in the fate of the 
Greek republics so vividly portrayed by the an- 
cient historians. 

Why, sir, itis but a year or two ago since, on 


the common tot of humanity, individual as well-as. 


It professes to come |} 


qualities no man appreciates better than 1 do. But 
To dissolve this 


to the petitioners, but I say it emphatically, that 


with its traditions, its institutions, its promises of 


hopes of the future, living in the heart’s core of 


other in an: armor-and an:attitude: easy: to foresee 
bat: impossible. to-prevent?... “The border: would 
briste with bayonets. -Every'commanding height 
would-be crowned: by its: fortress: Standing.at- 
mies: would -become:part:of the permanent organi- 
zation of each... And the: probability is; judging 
from. the lessons of history, that wë ‘shall. be 
brought together again by some powerful leader, 
and find ourselves in a consolidated instead of a 
confederated country, under the iron rule of: a 
military despot.. God save me from’ witnessing 
that day! F pi 

Mr. WEBSTER. Mr. President, I am much 
obliged to the- member. from Michigan for. the 
| clearness and force with which he has‘éxpressed 
opinions,,in which, in the main, I entirely concur, 
especially in what he says of that existing ideal- 
ism which I find spread over the country, that 
there can be or may be such a thing as a peace- 
able breaking up of this Union. 

l am quite. sorry that my friend from New 
Hampshire has presented any such petition: as 
this, and I shall be*quite surprised if there be any 
votes in the Senate for receiving it... ft would be 
on our part an assumption of power; it would 
look as if by possibility we could. do something 
to the effect and with. the: tendency. which this, 1 
will say, presumptuous petition, from whatever 
source it comes, calls upori us-to do. had 

I think the substance of this. petition is: such 
that, to be appropriate, it should have had a; prè- 
amble in these words: ~ a ae, 


«“ Gentlemen menibers of Congress, whereas at the com- 
mencement of this session you and each of you took your 
solemn oaths in the presence of God, and on the Holy 
Evangelists, that you would support the Constitution of the 
United States; now, therefore, we pray you to take imme- 


| diate steps to break up the Union, and overthrow the Consti- 


tution of the United States as soon as you can. 
duty bound, we will ever pray.” 


Mr. CASS. That’s first rate. 
Mr. BUTLER. I will make but a single re- 


And, as in 


| mark. It seems to me that this is. petition pray- 
ing for the right of suicide; presented, I will not 
say by madmen, but presented by those who, with 
a torch in their hands, would burn down the tem- 
ple of the Union, and then preach sermons. over it 
and throw the blame upon others. Yes, sir, they 
throw firebrands from the altar of the temple 


` 


—like this for the dissolution of the Union, or for 
the annihilation of a State of this Confederacy. 

It has been said, sir—and it has been said in 
reproach—that if we ought not to receive petitions 
asking us to do an unconstitutional act, we ought 
not to receive petitions or remonstrances against 
such an act, I do not so understand our own 
duties or the rights of the people. There is a 
great difference between a proposition to do what 
we haveno right to do, and a remonstrance against 
doing it when there is reason to apprehend it may 
be done. The one asks us to violate our oaths 
and the Constitution, the other to recollect the ob- 
ligations of both. i 

This petition asks us to dissolve the Union. I 
shall vote for rejecting it; and if there were any 
other mode by which our indignation at such a 

ricked and foolish proposition could be more 
powerfully expressed, I should adopt it with pleas- 
ure. [had occasion some time since, and under, 
much less imposing circumstances than the pres- 
ent, to say we oughtto have one unpronounceable 
word, as the Jews had of old, and that word 
« dissolution.” 1 repeat the sentiment—and with 
a stronger conviction, if possible, than ever of its 
truth and importance, ; A . 

We talk flippantly of breaking up this Union as 
we talk about dividing a township. The great 
difficulty of our position is, sir, that we do not 
know how well we are off, The sun never shone 
on so prosperous a country as this; and yet we re- 
ject almost contemptuously the blessings of God, 
‘and seem utterly insensible to the favors he has 
showered upon us, Look over the pages of ancient 
history, sir; look round the world as itis, and where 
will you find more freedom, more happiness, less 
oppression, less misery, than in this country? 


the occasion of a war with Mexico, that a dis- 
| tinguished, Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. | 
CaLHouy,] still unhappily detained from his 
place by sickness, depicted in glowing colors the 
danger of victorious generals returning from for- Mr. HALE. This discussion has elicited one 
I believed then, as I believe yet, | fact which affords me great satisfaction; and. that 
and that || is, sir, thatthe honorable Senator from:Michigan, 
occupying so commanding ‘a place-as ‘he does: in 
the country and. in. this Senate, has ‘avowed .a 
principle of action directly. contrary:to that. which 
ig indicated by the vote which he. gave only’a: few 
days ago, to which I wish to call his attention. 
The honorable Senator, in the discrimination which 
he applies to papers to be received by the Senate,’ 
says, if they ask that which we have palpably no 
| power to grant, they should not be received; but 
he says, if any of the citizens of this country ap- 
»prehend action on: the part of Congress which they 
think will be dangerous and detrimental, they have 
a right to remonstrate against that action, and we 
are bound to receive that remonstrance.. How 
frail, sir, is human memory! On ‘Thursday last, 
Thad the honor to present precisely such a paper 
| as that to this body—the remonstrance of some 
members of the Association of Friends—coming 
here and not asking for any action on the part of 
|, Congress, but simply, in the words of the honor- 
! able Senator from Michigan, remonstrating against 
| action which they anticipated—the admission of 
|; any more slave States, or the extension of slavery 
|, into the Territories. ee 
(| Mr. CASS. The object of that petition was to 
| induce Congress not to admit any-new:States into 
' the Union without a prohibition of slavery. 
the stripes would have |! Mr. HALE. No; gir; that was‘not it. It was 
ila petition against action, and: comes within the 
lÍ definition laid down by the honorable Senator from 


which they are bound to cherish; and when it is 
in flames, they will preach funeral sermons over 
its ruins, and then cast the blame of that rain upon 
| others. 
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And yet we seem from time to time ready to reject || home whose associations neither time nor dis- | Michigan. I appeal to every Senator war heare 
all these elements of public and private prosperity, |j tance could weaken or sever. All honor, then, to || me if that is not the-case? It is a difference o 


Gen. Scott, and to the army, for what they did || words between. us; but | ask the common-sense 


and suffered; but there let us stop. I trust it will | understanding of the whole people if it is not? 
be long before we find a Rubicon in our country. Was not the object. to prevent 


ji 
| 
| 
and to destroy this Government, the world’s best | 
| . 
But, sir, what will gentlemen say who antici- i California, or any other new State, from being 
| 
| 
i 


hope and our own. Instead of this eternal sys- 
tem of complaining, we should bow our knees in 
gratitude to Him who gave us these blessings, and 
who, I sometimes fear, will strike us with judicial 
blindnessas He did his chosen people of old. That 
we have difficulties sometimes to encounter Is but 


pate such danger from military power, to the- 
danger to be apprehended to great sections of our | 
country, when these are arrayed against each | 
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Mr. HALE. [twas remonstrating againstaction. 
But I don’t know what itis that should wake up 
such a‘storm at this time. I have before me the 
Journal of 1848, and I find that the honorable Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania presented a petition of 
exactly a similar character, and the presentation of 
that-petition raised no such storm on that occasion. 
On the 99th page you will find that, on the 10th 
of January, Mr. Cameron presented the petition 
of the “ Philadelphia Female Abolition Society,” 
praying. for the peaceable dissolution of the Union. 
A motion to receive was made; objection was 
taken, and the motion was laid upon the table. 
There was no such storm created on thatoccasion; 
no such excitement; no talk about torches and 
burning of temples, nor preaching of funeral ser- 
mons. Well, sir, at a subsequent period, during 
that same session, eight. similar memorials were 
presented, and there was no great excitement on 
that occasion. The excitement does not, then, 
grow out of the petitions, but from something out- 
side of and extraneous to them. 

I will not say another. word on that subject; but 
Į will turn round and say a single word to the hon- 
orable Senator from Massachusetts, (Mr. Dayis,] 
in relation to some remarks which fell from him 
the other day. Í must say that those remarks fell 
upon my ear with a pain which L cannot express. 
He said that the reason why he should voteagainst 
the reception was, that we had no power to grant 
the prayer of the petition, Well, then, sir, if that 
is a correct idea, then that venerated name in 
Massachusetts whose fame is a portion of the 
common property of us all, lived and died in the 

_ pertinacious assertion of an obstinate error. Sir, 
ìf thatis the right of petition, and if inalis the crite- 
rioto be applied to it, then gentlemen on the other 
side of the chamber—gentlemen coming from the 
southern States—-have all along been right in voting 
against the reception of every one of those peti- 
tions asking the action of Congress for the aboli- 
tion of slavery and the slave trade in this District, 
because they say that they do not honestly believe 
that Congress possesses any such power. Well, 
then, having that belief in their own breasts, they 
have the authority of the honorable and venerable 
Senator from Massachusetts in voting against the 
reception of these petitions, If the ground as- 
sumed by the honorable Senator from Massachu- 
setts [Mr. Davis] is right, then the whole course 
of the North has been’ wrong, obstinate, and falla- 
cious, in coming here and peutioning the Senate to 
do that which clearly they had no right to do; and 
the right of petition, as understood by us of the 
North, has been entirely wrong, and gentlemen 
from the slaveholding States have been night. 

Mr, FOOTE, 
Senate that we have a thorough convert in the 
honorable Senator from New Hampshire; that he 
has at lust discovered that the South has been 
right all along. And now that the scales have at, 
last fallen from his eyes, I trust thatvhe will never 
go darkling on his way on this subject in connec-! 
tion with the slavery question. 8 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I think, sir, 
the honorable Senator from New Hampshire [Mr 
Hare] does not do me justice, though I have no: 
doubt he intends so todo. Ithink the Senate will: 
be able to call to their recollection the position” 
which I took the other day when this matter was 
up: in the first place, that, in my judgment, the 
petitioners asked for that which, to my mind, is 
palpably out of our power to grant. Butl did 
not stop there, sir, Í went on further to show 
that I could not do what was asked without viola- 
ting the oath that L had taken. 1 gave this two- 
fold reason for my conduct on that occasion. And 
I wish now merely to add, that what my heart 
tells me is right, no casuistry ean prevail upon me 
not to do, or to do that which I believe is wrong. 
Now, I do say that, in asking this body to take 
measures to dissolve this Union, there is a palpable 
error, a palpable wrong. It is not only wrong 
generally, but it is wrong politically. It is out of 
our power to concede what is required of us. ‘This 
satisfies my mind. J settle no rule in regard to 
the right of petition. It is well known here, sir, 
that at all times I have maintained that right in its 
broadest extent. I have at all times supported 
and sustained it. But now, sir, there comes a case 
which I can see palpably is wrong in itself. 1can 
see that it is vicious, not to say wicked, in itself; 
and I am prepared to act, and to act instanter; I 
care not in what form, whether it be by the rejec- 


I rise merely to congratulate the 


tion of the petition, or by the denial of its prayer; 
but I am prepared to act, as I said before, without 
any further reflection on the subject. 

Mr WALES. As this petition purports to | 
come in part from inhabitants of the State whieh 
I have the honor in part to represent upon this ; 
floor, (Delaware,) Í took occasion to inspect it, 
and 1 do not find amongst the signers of that pe- | 
tition the name of a single person known to me as | 
a citizen of Delaware, The person who commu- į 
nicated the petition to the honorable Senator from 
New Hampshire, [Mr. Hausz,] and who states in 
a postscript that he collected these names at some | 
public meeting in Hamilton, in Pennsylvania, re- 
sides in Chester county. [can inform that honor- 
able Senator and the Senate that in Delaware there 
are no advocates of disunion. She was the first to 
adopt the Constitution, and she will be the last to 
desert it. 

Mr. COOPER. I desire to say a single word | 
before the vote is taken on this question. I have 
always been the advocate of the right of petition 
in its broadest and most extended sense. 1 believe 
it is a right which belongs to every citizen, that it 
is guarantied to him by the Constitution, and that 
antecedently to all human enactments the right 
existed. 1 have, therefore, 1 repeat, been its ad- 
vocate, at home and in the halls of the National 
Legislature. But I have always discriminated 
thus far, that the prayer of the petitioner must be 
respecttul to the body to which it was to be pre- 
sented. This petition [ do not think is respectful; 
for it asks substantially what the honorable Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts asserts tnat it does; and 
that is, that we should violate the oaths which we 
took to the Chair in which you are sitting. ft is 
not respectful; it is not proper; it is asking more 
than we can grant; and l am therefore bound, 
much as Í am in favor of the right of petition, to 
vote against the reception of the petition which | 
has been presented, 

In the State of Pennsylvania there is a deep—I 
was going to say everlasting—attachment to the 
Union of these States, and there is no considera- 
ble or respectable portion of the people of that 
Commonwealti that are not in favor of the per- 
petuation of the Union of the States to the latest 
posterity, The sentiment expressed in the pe- 
tition is not the sentiment of people of that State, 
or of but very few of them at least, and I have | 
said that I am acting but in conformity to the | 
wishes of those whom I have the honor, with my 
respected colleague, to represent here, and that [ | 
shall have their approval in voting against the re- 
ception of this petition. 

Sir, in every emergency Pennsylvania will be 
found steadfast to the Union. She is opposed to 
the agitation of the question of dissolution, wheth- 
er at the North or the South. She believes it is a 
question that ought not to be mooted anywhere, | 
and that it is full of mischievous consequences to | 
the good understanding which ought to exist be- | 
tween the different portions of the country. She || 
knows the value of the Union. She understands 


Union shall be still preserved, and that when other 
representatives, the representatives of other remote 
| generations, stand here legislating for posterity, 
they will still be legislating for the whole Union, 
as it now is, with such sister States as may be 
added in the course of time. I am opposed to the 
dissolution of the Union. I know that, instead of 
being respected by the whole world as we now are 
respected, as soon as we shall have been broken 
up into little confederacies—the Northern Confed- 
eracy, the Confederacy of the Middle States, the 
Western Confederacy,and the Confederacy of the 
South—we shall be despised; and those who 
wished to see the problem solved unsyccessfully 
of man’s competency for self-government, will thus 
| have abundant occasion to rejoice. Sir, entertain- 
ing these views, I shall vote against the reception 
| of this petition, and, if I know it, against all peti- 
tions looking to a dissolution of this Union, wheth- 
er they come from the South or from the North. 
And l do hope that we shall agitate this question 
no more; that we shall pour water upon the flame 
that is raging throughout the land; that we will 
quench it by kindness to each other; by doing 
nothing to provoke or excite hostility on the part 
of one section of the Union against another. Let 
| us regard the benefits of this Union; let us stand 


H by it, because it was achieved by our forcfathers, 


who came fresh from the fiery furnace of the revo- 
| lution, in which they had been purified from all 
the dross of selfishness, to concert wisely for the 
| then existing States, and for all that should be 
added in future. 
| Mr. CLEMENS. I am glad to héar so many 
| declarations on the part of Northern gentlemen 
| that they do not intend to aid in accomplishing the 
f designs expressed by these petitioners. I always 
í listen-with pleasure to such avowals; but I am 
| constrained to say that a little more action, and a 
little less talking, would be more to the purpose. 
If Senators desire us to believe them sincere in 
their professions of love for the Union, that sin- 
cerity ought to be manifested by their conduct. 
Who has put the Union in danger? Not-the South, 
for we have committed no aggressions, and pro- 
pose to commit none. We are responsible only 
for making known our determinasion to resist op- 
pression, come from what quarter it may. It is 
the North, and the North alone, who are the agi- 
tators. It is the North alone by whom this fair 
fabric has been shaken to its centre; and the alle- 
| gation that there are southern disunionists, for the 
sake of disunion, is an unmitigated calumny, which 
| shall not be pronounced in my hearing without 
being branded as it deserves. If you love the 
Union so much, cease your aggressions—pause in 
your efforts to destroy that Constitution which is 
its only bond. You need be under no apprehen- 
sions for the Union, unless your conduct makes its 
destruction a duty. From the South you have 
nothing to fear, so long as you do not attempt to 
perpetrate a wrong. Ido not misunderstand the 
policy which causes you to denounce those who 


that her own interests, the interests of her people, || 
are wrapped up in the perpetuation of that Union. || 
But without any interested motive to attach her to | 
it, she is attached to it, and will remain attached to ! 
it. She knows that it was achieved by the joint } 
efforts of the old thirteen States—by the mother of i 
the thirty States which now compose this Union. j| 
I represent the sentiments of my constituents fully. | 
‘The Union is dear to me, because it was achieved || 
by the outpouring of the blood of the citizens of | 
all the States. The earth in the South was moist- 
ened by the blood of the soldiers of the North; 
the battle-fields of Brandy wine and Saratoga were 
saturated with the blood of southern men; and, 
sir, | am utterly and forever opposed to the sev- 
erance of this Union. When | or my children, or 
my children’s children choose to go to the South, 
and kneel at the graves of those who perishsd in | 
the revolutionary struggle, I wish to pass into no | 
strange céuntry; I wish to worship there in my | 
own land. 
Saratoga or Brandywine to contemplate the | 
theatre of the struggles and the glories of our | 
armies, I wish they may come as citizens of this || 
great Confederacy, and not as foreigners, with | 
passports admitting them. 

Sir, i hope, when these walls that surround us, 
when these columns which uphold the dome above || 
our heads shall have crumbled as graniteand mar- | 
ble will crumble under the touch of time, that this | 


| 
il 
j 


defend the rights of the weaker section, who 
have dared to step between power and its victims, 
as factionists and disorganizers. ‘I know that to 
me, individually, there has been attributed a de- 
liberate design to dissolve the Union. Great God! 
what have I to gain by such course? I have 
no bitter énmities against any section or any 
party. I have no disappointed aspirations urging 
me on to desperate expedients. ‘Chere is not 
in this broad Jand a single individual with fewer 
motives to disturb its harmony. I have friends, 
and warm ones, in all its parts. Fora long time 
I commanded a New England regiment. For a 
long time I was associated with northern men in 
all the scenes which made up the changeful drama 
of a soldier’s life. Does any man suppose that i 
can contemplate with satisfaction the possibility of 
standing face to face as foes with those by whom 
I have so often stood side by side as friends? The 
charge is a gross absurdity; but even absurdities 


| may come to be believed from constant repetition. 
And when southern men resort to || 


An opinion once set afloat by a letter-writer from 
Washington is taken up, and repeated by all the 
parrot tribe through the land. Without the mind, 
the independence, or the honesty to think; they 
have beer cursed with the power of speech, and not 


| unfrequently becomes the instruments of mischief. 


But recently I noticed that some small-fry politi- 
cian, whose name I do not remember—some min- 
now in the waters of Pennsylvania politics—elec- 
trified his little auditory by the declaration that he 
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had *‘just as much: respect: for“Witmor ‘as: for- 
Ciemens or Foote.” L hope ‘the Senator from 
Mississippi will survive this assablt, that he. will 
not drown himself in despair... venture even 


to hope that he will not suffer himself to -be si~, 


lenced by it. The South: has yet much need- of 
my honorable friend.” His genius, his’ talents, 
his energy, his readiness to defend: the right, 
his fearless. denunciations of the wrong—his ‘unri- 
valled powers of sarcasm and invéctive, are. each 
and all famitiar acquaintances, with which J should 
be very unwilling to part at-a crisis like the pres- 
ent. For myself, I have a duty before me which 
can make no demands and impoge no risks or an- 
poyances that [am not ready to meet. Any.one 
may pursue a pathway strewn „with roses; it re- 
quires men to tread where thorns and brambles 
cumber the way. I expected to be denounced, to 
be misunderstood by some, and calumniated by 
others. Much of this I cannot prevent; but when 
the charge is made here, in my presence, that I am 
a factionist, or that those who act with me are so, 
I shall repel it in terms that admit of no double 
meaning. 
the entire South who desires disunion for itself. 1 
hope, also, there is not one who will suffer his 
rights to be invaded,-or his honor tarnished, no 
matter what may be the cost of resistance. We 
mean, at all hazards, to defend the Constitution. 
If that is faction, we are guilty. If that is dis- 
union, weare disunionists. If that isa crimé against 
the republic, we have much to answer for. 

I have heard enough, Mr. President, of hypo- 
critical whining about the Union from those who 
are its deadliest foes. If you want peace you have 
only to say so. Let us alone. We ask no more. 
Or, if you will not do that, spare us your lament- 
ations. If you are determined to destroy the Con- 


stitution, be men—own it publicly—and take the | 


responsibility. Do not seek to shift it to our 
shoulders. 


Mr. CHASE. A few words, and buta few, in | 


reference to the remarks of the distinguished Sena- 
tor from Michigan, [Mr.Cass.} J am glad that 
Senators have done individually that which the 
Senate is unwilling to do collectively; and by no 
one has that duty been performed with more ability 
and eloquence than by that honorable ‘Senator. 
He has assigned, as have also other Senators, the 
reasons why the prayer of this petition should not 
be granted. „And no one, in favor of receiving this 
petition, has suggested any further action than that 
these reasons should be. assigned by the Senate, 
not in debate, but by report. I have asked for 
even less than that—barely that the right of peti- 
tion, secured by ‘the Constitution itself, should 
be preserved inviolate. And the obligation to 
maintain that right inviolate, is as binding upon 
every Senator under the oath he has taken to sup- 
port the Constitution as the daty of maintaining 
any other right secured by it. 

How are we met in the argument of this ques- 


tion? One Senator assigns one rule by which the | 


right of petition should be limited; another, an- 
other, and a third, one different from either. The 
rule of restriction which meets the most general 
acceptance seems to be this: that the people have 
no right to petition, or, if they do, have no right to 
be heard, unless we, to whom the petition is ad- 
dressed, think it is perfectly within our power to 
grant its prayer. If this be so, the remark of the 
Senator from New Hampshire (Mr. Hane] is fall 
of force, that every Senator is bound to vote 
against the reception of every petition which in- 
vokes any action whatever which in his judgment 
is beyond our power. 
According to. this ru 
from Michigan is bound to vote er} 
tition which contains in it a prayer to prohibit the 
extension of slavery by act of Congress. The 
Senator from Michigan says, indeed, he does not 
go so far as that. The rule, he thinks, does not 
apply to a case in which the judgment of an indi- 
vidual Senator against the constitutionality of the 
action invoked is clear; but 1 whic 
judgment of the majority is clear against it. Is 
‘hata distinction which can be maintained for a 
moment? If Lam at liberty to vote for the recep- 
tion of a petition praying for action, not, in my 
individual judgment, within our constitutional com- 
petency, am I the less free so to vote because a 
majority concur with me in that judgment? Can 


le the honorable Senator 
against every pe- 


it be said that the Constitution is violated by a vote | 


to receive a petition when a majority 1s of opinion 


but to a case in which the 


Sir, I do not believe there is a man in | 


| 


| Constitution and to the Union require of us. 


| passport ; and that the day also might never ar- 


-which Lcome under here. 


that its prayer cannot. constitutionally be granted, 
but not violated by a like vote when. the Senator 
so voting entertains that opinion, no matter how 
clearly? -donot so understand: the obligations 
Those obligations bind 
us to support the Constitution and maintain the 
Union; and while we support the Constitution 
and ‘maintain the Union, we are bound also to 
maintain the rights of the people, and among those 
none more sacredly than the right of petition. Let 


us take care then that we do not nullify this right |! 


by limitations inconsistent with its free exercise, 
and never thought of except when a particular sen- | 
timent is to be propitiated by the rejection of north- 
ern petitions. l am for upholding this right by 
receiving this petition. We can then take such 
action in reference to it as our obligations to the 


Mr. BUTLER. Irise to return my thanks to 
the honorable Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
Coorrr] for the part he has taken in this debate, 
and with his permission to atlopt, with a slight 
qualification, a portion of his remarks. He said 
that he trusted the day would never arrive when 
the descendants of those patriotic ancestors who 
fell on the plains of Saratoga, and whose bones 
are there inhumed, could visit, them only under a 


rive when those living at Brandywine could only 

visit the plains of Eutaw as strangers in a for- 

eign land. Mr. President, there are other graves, | 
those of the gallant men who lie buried on the 

plains of Mexieo, and who assisted often in secu- 

ring the victory ; and I hope the day will never j 
arrive when their comrades or descendants may 

not visit them without the fear of expulsion, 

Mr. SEWARD. Before the question is 
taken——— 

Mr. MANGUM. [appeal to the Senator for a 
moment, 

Mr. SEWARD waived his right 
floor. 

Mr. MANGUM. 1 think it would be well 
enough to dispose of another day in the discus- 
sion of this important petition for the dissolution 
of the Union; but, inasmuch as my friend from 
Georgia [Mr. Berrien] has postponed his right | 
to the floor on two or three occasions, and has | 
it to day, I do hope some disposition will at once 
be made of the pending question, and that he will 
be permitted to go on. I move that it be post- 
poned. 

Mr. SEWARD. Will the Senator withdraw 
the motion for a moment? 

Mr. MANGUM. Certainly. 

Mr. SEWARD. Ihave no desire to continue 
this debate; I suppose it is at an end, and I’shall 
be willing to renew the motion `of the Senator, or 
have the question taken as -soon as I have merely 
stated a single proposition. I desire that the issue 
that is involved in the question may be distinctly | 
understood; and it is this: On the one side of the | 
House it is proposed that this petition shall not be | 
received at all, which amounts to a virtual rejec- 
tion of the paper. On the other side of the House 
it is proposed that the petition shall. be received 
and referred to the Judiciary Committee, with in- 
structions to report that the Senate has neither the 
power nor the disposition to entertain the question. | 
This is the question, and not any question whether 
Senators are in favor of dissolving the Union or 
not. We are all against even the thought of | 
dissolution. Under these circumstances, T shall 
vote for receiving the petition, 
already assigned, and I think it the rig 
vindicate the right of petition, and the way best | 
calculated to suppress the agitation. 

Mr. FOOTE. Will the Senator vote 
ceiving of a petition which he designated in our | 
hearing the other day as a petition from madmen? | 

Mr. SEWARD. ‘I have never yet seen the pe- 
tition of any human being that I would not receive 
never., Ido not believe I ever shall; for it is | 
not enough to justify me in refusing to hear a hu- 
man being who may apply to me, that I have not | 
the power to grant what he asks. Now, the Con- | 
stitution imposes no restriction and no modifica- 
tion upon the right of petition. Petitions offered 
by madmen ‘are harmless, and the way to render 
them the most harmless is to hear them and give 
them a civil answer. Itis a civil answer that turns 
away wrath. : 

A Voice. A soft answer. 


to the | 


for the reason Í have |; 
ht way to |) 


for the re- |! 
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| also, the presentation of petitions, 


i 


lieve; sity:if there-had:never-been any: pi ae 
the subject of slavery rejected. by Congress; there: 
never would:have been ‘any petitions presented to“ 
Congress.for the dissolution of the Union. I believe 

that-s0 long as we suffer-those:who:are dlisunionists | 
to maintain before. the people a false issué 0} 
right of petition, so'long-will we have the right of 
‘petition abused and. perverted’ for-such-purposes: 
And itis for that-reason: I-desire to; receive. this 
and all other petitions: ~ gebrei OB ee 

The distinguished Senator from Michigan: {[Mr; 


| Cass] has adverted to one or two cases, and asks, 


by way of parallel, whether we would receive:pe- 
titions under such circumstances—as, for instance, 
a petition to declare there is no God?. ‘Well, sit; 
I have seen a question very similar to that broached 
in my legislative experience. I have known large 
masses of the community agitated by ‘an appre- 
hension of a combination of Church and State; 


| growing out of the appointment of chaplains to 


legislative bodies. > L have seen such petitions pre- 


| sented, and a great popular movement made to 


compel the attention of a legislative body to the 
discussion. of that question. BO 

Mr. FOOTE. Irise toa point of order, with: all 
deference to the Senator. I may be misinformed . 
in regard to the rule, but I am told: by much.more 
experienced Senators that Í am right in the suppo> 
sition, that when the hour of:one has arrived, no 
one has a right to occupy the attention of the Sén- 
ate to the exclusion of the special order. The 
gentleman from Georgia i$, therefore; now'entitled 
to the floor, unless he waives it, and if be has,not, 
I insist upon the enforcement of the rule. ë 

Mr. MANGUM. Let us take the vote: 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 


| New York will proceed. 


Mr. SEWARD. The moment these ‘petitions 


| were received and elaborately discussed and de- 


cided upon, the agitation ceased. 1 remember, 
very numerous- 
ly signed, to legislative bodies, to prohibit the 
reading of the Bible in the common schools, and 
the question was raised which was the wisest way 
to meet an agitation so injuridus to the peace and 
morals of society. Some maintained that it was 
| best to reject them, and others that it was best. to 
| receive them and give them an answer. They 
were received, referred, and an elaborate answer 
| given them, and though that it is niore than ten 
| ears ago, no such petition was presented to the 
ody afterwards. Now, sir, we ‘shall never hear 
of petitions for the dissolution of the Union, if we 
receive this and give it that answer which is in the 
mouth as well as in the heart of every member 
this body. It,is a simple’ question. whether 
shall give these reasons. -We are not a 
ing’ reasons’ to out ‘fellow-men—not ‘evel 


| givibg reasons for not dissolving the. ` 


| George Washington was not above giving reasons 
| why this Union 


should not be dissolved. He 
gave them eurnestly and fully in his Farewell Ad- 
dress to his countrymen, and the statesmen of this 
day are not above it. ‘The Senate of the United 
States is not above'the pétition of the meanest, or 
at least of the humblest citizen of the United States, 
and the declaration that we cannot and will not 
admit the question of the dissolution of the Union, 
is one that we might, with a due regard to our dig- 
nity and with advantage, express. 

Mr. FOOTE. Does the Senator really insist 
that madmen have a right to present a petition 
here? However, I will not call on the Senator for 
an answer now. ‘ 

The question was then taken on the reception. 
of the petition, and it.was decided in the ne ti 
as follows: eee 

YEAS—Messrs. Chase, Hale, Seward—23. » TRR 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Benton, 
Berrien, Borland, Bright, Butler, Cass, Clarke, Clay, Clem- 
ens, Cooper, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis: of 
Mississippi, Dawson, Dayton, Dickinson; Dodge of-lowa, 


Dodge of Wisconsin, Douglas. 


Downs; Feich, Foote, 
Greene, Houston, Hunter, Joves, King, Mangum, Miller, 
Morton, Norris, Pearce; Phelps; Rusk, Bebasian, Shields, 
Smith, Spruance, Stargeon, ‘Turney, Underwood, Upham, 
Wales, Walker, Webster, Whitcomb, and Yulee—SL. 


Mn. MANGUM: ‘I move that the Senate pro- 
ceed: to. the consideration of the special order of 
the day. =“ as 

“ADMISSION OF LADIES. 

Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President, I make the usual 

waotion for the admission of the ladies to the floor. 


Mr. SEWARD. Yes, a soft answer. Lobes 


Lounderstand that there isa very large sumber 
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desirous of hearing the Senator from Georgia, 
[Mr. Berrien.] 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Itis moved by the 


Senator from Mississippi, that the ladies be ade | 


mitted to the floor of the Senate. 

Mr. CLAY. Agreed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The permission 
can only be granted by unanimous consent. The 
Chair hears no objection, and the Sargeant-at-arms 
will execute the orders of the Senate. : 

The ladies were accordingly admitted, a large 
number of whom availed themselves of the per- 
mission. : ' 


THE COMPROMISE. 


The Sénate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the special order, being the compromise resolu- 
tions introduced by the Senator from Kentucky, 
[Mr. Cray.] 

Mr. BERRIEN addressed the Senate for an 
hour and a half, and, without finishing, gave way, 
on the suggestion of Mr. Maneum, that it was 
necessary to go into Executive session. His speech 
will be found in the Appendix. 


ADDITIONAL CLERK OF SUPREME COURT. 


Mr. BUTLER presented the following resolu- 
tion, and asked for its immediate consideration: 
A joint resolution authorizing the appointment of a special 

clerk to the Supreme Court of tire United States. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembied, That the 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States 
be and he is hereby authorized to appoint a special clerk 
to attend said Chief Justice and the Associate Justices of 
said Supreme Court during the time it is in session each 
year, and it shall be the duty of said clerk to do such copy- 
ing of opinions and other matters, and to make such re- 
searches, as the Chief Justice or either of his associates may 
require inthe progress of the business of the said court. 
And said Gerk shail be allowed out of the contingent fund 
of said court compensation for his services not exceeding 
six doHars for each day that he may attend said judges and 

-~ perform said services, 

Mr. BUTLER. I ask for the immediate con- 
sideration of this resolution with a view to its 
adoption without unnecessary delay, because there 
are now before the Supreme Court cases in litiga- 
tion involvng an amount equal to at least four 
millions of dollars, which cases depend mainly 
upon proofs contained in papers in the Spanish 
language, correspondence, and otherwise; and it 
is impossible for the Court to act upon those cases 
satisfactorily without the aid of an officer such as 
is here proposed. The number of judgments that 
are to be pronounced cannot be written out by 
the judges without such aid and assistance. 
appears to me to be but a reasonable request on 
the part of the Court, and one that should be 
granted. i 

Mr. WEBSTER. 
resolution? 

Mr. BUTLER. Iwill put it in that form. 

Mr. WEBSTER. I hope the gentleman will do 
so; and [ entirely concur with him as to the pro- 
priety of adopting it. I know that under the pres- 
ent order of business in the Court there is more 
labor imposed on the judges than they can possi- 
bly get through with, 

Mr. KING. TI hope the resolution will be per- 
mitted to lie upon the table for the present, that 
we may have an opportunity of looking into it. 


Is it in the form of a joint 


Mr. WEBSTER. Let it take the ordinary | 


course of a bill. 
The resolution, as modified, was read the first 


and second time, and considered as in Committee | 


of the Whole. 
Mr. CLAY. I rise, sir, not to oppose the ob- 
ject which the honorable Senator from South Car- 


olina hasin view, but there isa difficulty as to the | 


mode by which he proposes to accomplish that ob- 
ject. 
i proposed to be done, provided it be done by law; 
and a joint resolution I consider equivalent to law. 
I have no sort of objection to granting a clerk to 
the Supreme Court for the purpose mentioned; but 
the question is one involving our constitutional 
power. The Constitution, we are aware, provides 
that officers of a certain description shall be ap- 
pointed by the President, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, but that the appoint- 
ment of certain subordinate officers may by law 
be vested either in the heads of Departments or 
in the courts of justice. Now the question is, can 
we vest in a single judge the power of appointing 
a clerk to the Supreme Court? I think not. If the 
gentleman will so modify his resolution as to give 


” 


it || 


i have no sort of objection, for one, to what | 


i 
| 78; as follows: 


the appointing power to the court, Ishall heartily 
concur with him in its adoption. 

Mr. WEBSTER. That is very fair. 

Mr. BUTLER, 
| that modification. The resolution was placed in 
| my hands in the shape in which I presented it, and 
| I assure the honorable Senator from Kentucky: 
that I agree most cordially with him, that the court 
ought to have the appointing power; and I will so 
amend the resolution. ` 
' -On motion of Mr. KING, the further consider- 
| ation of the resolution was postponed until to- 
| morrow. : 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. CLAY submitted the following, which lies 
| over one day under the rules: 


| Resolved, Tuat in future when a member of Congress 
dies, and has been buried in the vacation, the Senate Will 
not fecl itself called upon to extend to the memory of the 
| deceased the honors and ceremonies which have. been of 
| late years usually awarded ; but will restrict itself hereafter, 
in the appropriation of those honors and ceremonies, to 
| cases of the death of members during the session of Con- 
| gress, 

| Mr. KING presented the following resolution, 
| which was, by unanimous consent, considered and 
| agreed to: i 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be requested to 
communicate to the Senate any papers in his department 
relative to the conduct of David Cook, master of the ng- 
lish barque Sarah, in saving the passengers and crew of the 
American ship Caleb Grimshaw, Wiliam E. Hoxie, master, 
destroyed atsea by fire while on her passage from Liverpool 
to New York. 

On motion of Mr. FOOTE, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 
| and, after some time thus engaged, the doors were 
| reopened, and 
| ‘The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tourspay, February 12, 1850. 


The Journal of yesterday having been read, 

Mr. PRESTON KING moved that it be so 
amended as to state the fact, that the motion to 
reconsider the vote by which the main question 
had been ordered to be taken on ordering to a 
third reading the joint resolution from the Senate 
“limiting the expenses of collecting the revenue 
from customs for the present fiscal year,” had been 
made by the gentleman from New Jersey, (Mr. 
Kiwe.] 

The Journal, having been thus amended, was 
approved, 

Mr. PUTNAM, by unanimous consent, offered 
the following resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Commissioner of Pensions be request- 
ed to forward to the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
ı the petition of Silas Champion, for an increase of peosion, 
on file in his office, with the evidence accompanying the 
; Same, in order that they may be referred to the Committee 
i on invalid Pensions, 
| Mr. CONGER asked the unanimous consent of 
i the House to introduce the foliowing resoiution, 
| which was read for information: 
| Resolved, That the Committee on Patents be, and they 
i hereby are, justructed to inquire into We propriety of repeal- 
ing an act entitled “An act to extend a patent heretofore 
granted to William Woodworth,” passed February 26, 1845, 
being an act for a second renewal of a patent for alleged im- 
provements in the method of planing, tongueing, grooving, 
and cutting into mouldings, on either plank, boards, or any 
other material, and for reducing the same to an equal width 
and thickness—and that said committee report by bill or 
otherwise. 

Objection having been made, the resolution was 
not received. 

COLLECTION OF THE REVENUE. 

The SPEAKER stated that the first business in 
order was the motion made by the gentleman from 
| New Jersey, [Mr. Kina,] yesterday, to reconsider 
the vote by which the main question on ordering 
to a third reading the joint resolution “ limiting the 
ı expenses of collecting the revenue from customs 
| for the present fiscal year,” had been ordered to be 
! taken. 
| And the question on that motion was taken. 
| ‘The roll having been called— 
| 
i 
| 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, who had been 
detained in the committee room, and was not in his 
seat when his name was called, asked the unani- 
! mous consent of the House to record his vote. 
Objection was made. 
The result was then announced—yeas 94, nays 


YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen 
Andrews, Baker, Booth, Bowie, Breck, 


Alston, Anderson, 
Briggs, Burrows, 


Ihave no sort of objection to Ti 


Chester: Butler, Joseph P. Caldwell, Campbell, Casey, Chand- 
ler, Clark, Ciingman, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, 
Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Disney, Dixon, Duncan, Dur- 
kee, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freedley, 
Giddings, Gondenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, 
Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Houston, Howe, Hunter, Jack- 
son, Andrew Johnson, Daniel P. King, George G. King, 
James G. King, John A. King, Preston King, Levin, Bor- 
ace Mann, Matteson, MeKissock, Finis A. McLean, Meach- 
am, Moore, Morehead, Morton, Nelson, Otis, Owen, Phœ- 
nix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, 
Root, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Shepperd, Silvester, 
Sprague, Stanly, Alexander H. Stephens, Thaddeus Ste- 
vens, Sweetser, Taylor, John B. Thompson, Thurman, Un- 
derbill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, Williams, 
Wilmot, Wilson, and Winthrop—94. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bayly, 
Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Bowdou, Bowlin, Boyd, William 
J. Brown, Burt, Joseph Cable, Carter, Cleveland, Wile 
liamson R. W. Cobb, Colcoek, Daniel, Dimmick, Doty, 
Dunham, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Faller, Hatiiton, 
Haralson, Harlan, Isham G, Harris, Sampson W. Harris, 
Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, Holliday, Howard, Hubbard, 
Inge, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, Leffier, Little- 
field, Job Mann, Mason, McDonald, McLanahan, MeMul- 
len, McWillie, Meade, Miller, Millson, Morris, Morse, Olds, 
Orr, Parker, Peasiee, Peck, Phelps, Potter, Powel), Rich- 
ardson, Robbins, Robinson, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, 
Richard H. Stantou, Stetson, Thomas, Jacob ‘Thompson, 
William Thompson, Venable, Walden, Wallace, Wellborn, 
Whittlesey, and Wood—78. 

So the mation was reconsidered. 

The question then recurred on seconding the 
demand for the previous question. 

Mr. DISNEY suggested to the gentleman from 
Virginia, (Mr. Bayzy,] who had made the motion, 
to withdraw the demand. 

Mr. BAYLY assented. 

So the demand for the previous question was 
withdrawn, 

Mr. KING, of New Jersey, then took the floor, 
and offered the following amendment to the reso- 
lution, viz: 

Strike out all after the word 1849, in the Ist 
section, and insert the following: 

“That the sum of $1,000,000 for the collection of the 
revenue from customs, $50,000 for warehousing, $25,000 for 
Texas and Oregon, $100,009 for California, $50,000 for new 
bus. ——$1,225,000-—be appropriated tor the expense of 
collecting the revenue for the half of the present fiscal year, 
ending 30th June, 1350, together with such sum in addition 
as may be received from storage, cartage, drayage, and labor, 
for said half year, and in that proportion for any shorter or 
longer time, until Congress shall act upon the subject, and 
that meanwhile the restriction by law upon the amount of 
salaries in California and Oregon shall be suspended.’ 

Mr. KING stated that he had the satisfaction 
yesterday to reduce to figures his views of the 
form which this resolution should assume, in 
furtherance of the object of the House—the fixing 
of a limit for the cost of collecting the public reve- 
nue from foreign imports. His proposition had 
been met with favor, and had been adopted in the 
Committee of the Whole. But by some process 
of which he was perfectly uninformed, and which 
he was unable to understand, his amendment had 
been slipped in between other propositions, and had 
thus fallen to the ground. 

He was happy now to have the opportunity 
again to submit his amendment. ‘The amount of 
the expenditure, heretofore, by that most zealous, 
most active, and. most able gentleman, who had 
been the predecessor of the present Secretary of 
the Treasury, had been reduced by him to the 
lowest point at which it was practicable to secure 
the faithful collection of the revenue. Below that 
point, the late Secretary had declared that such a 
collection of the revenue could not be effected. It 
would be hard, then, if gentlemen on the other 
side would not be willing to give to the present 
Secretary of the Treasury an amount equal to that 
which, in the time of his predecessor, was not 
deemed by them sufficient for the collection of the 
revenue. ` 

[Here Mr. Kine was requested to take a more 
commanding position, in order that his remarks 
might be more distinctly heard.] 

Mr. KING resumed—expressing his fear that 
he should not be able to make any remarks which 


| would compensate the House for the attention it 


was disposed to concede to him. He had been 
stating that he thought it not quite right that gen- 


„tlemen on the other side should endeavor to com- 
pel thosc who have now succeeded to the adminis- 


tration of the Treasury Department to do the 
work for a less sum than that which was deemed 
insufficient by the late Secretary. No one enter- 
tained the Jeast doubt that the late Secretary ap- 
plied himself assiduously to the task of reducing 
the cost of coliecting the revenue to the lowest 
practicable point, and that to this point it was 
reduced. 


- 1850. 


= 385. 


He would now take the same figures, merely = i 


adding such items as had become. pecessary from 
the extension of the sphere of operations, and he 
hoped that the House would consent to.give what 
was now «asked by his amendment. More than, 
this amount it would not, in his opinion, be just 

to ask; less-than this would not be sufficient to 

carry on the work; The work: which had been 

added since the late -Administration went out of 
office, justified the’ addition which he had made 

in his amendment. “Such was the state of ‘things 

in the districts of California and Oregon, accord- 

ing to the representations of the gentleman from 

Oregon yesterday, as well as of other persons 

recently arrived from distant portions of our coun- 

iry, that the exact limit to which the cost of col- 

lestion there should be restricted, could not be 

fixed.. It wasa condition of things unexampled, 

unknown in any other country in the world. 

It was not possible to specify in figures the pre- 

cise amount which ought to be appropriated. 

Taking into consideration the estimates of the late | 
Secretary of the Treasury, and the new circum- 
stances which had since occurred-—taking one with || 
the other, it was clear that the work could not be 

done for a less amount than was fixed by his 

amendment, and which only looked to an approx- 

imation of the real cost. 

If it could be supposed that there were any pur- 
pose among gentlemen on the other side to impede | 
the collection of the revenue, and to embarrass the 
operations of the Secretary of the Treasury ‘he | 
begged to admonish them that the result would be 
a loss, instead of a saving to the public treasury. | 
Could it be possible that-any one desired to place 

* the merchant, who may now be abroad collecting his 
cargo, ina position of embarrassment on return- 
ing to his country, when he should find himself 
prevented from landing his goods—now when, as 
he stated yesterday, ‘every other seat and desk 
in the custom-houses had been vacated ??’ 

He would assert, without the fear of contradic- 
tion, that a less sum than he now proposed by his 
amendment would not be sufficient to insure the 
performance of the services which were required. 

is proposition had this advantage, that it appro- 
priated specific sums in all cases in which the items 
of cost could be ascertained. 

Mr. GREEN wished to propound a question to 
the gentleman from New Jersey. He desired to 
know whether individuals could be found in Cali- | 
fornia and Oregon willing to accept the offices at |; 
the salaries which were fixed by law? fi 

Mr. KING replied that he thought it not likely 
that any one could be found willing to give his ser- 
vices at such a rate of compensation. : 

Mr. GREEN said he knew that such could be 


ji 


found. 
Mr. THURSTON said he knew that none such 
could be found. > 
Mr. KING resumed. He would leave the gentle- 
men to settle this question’ between. thémseives. 
There was no doubt that the House would find it 
necessary, and would be ready to appropriate more 
for the cost of collection in these districts, than in 
‘other portions of the country. He felt quite sat- 
isfied that if we give the bill the shape which he 
proposed, and it shall be adopted in that form, it 
would be found to be especially fitted for its ob- 
ject. . 
; He put it to the House whether, in any view 
which could be taken, they who had recently en- 
tered on the duties of the Government, ought to 


| down these matters to the test of figures, and every- 


|| now stand. T'he able and faithful Secretary who 


| at this moment in a most uncomfortable position-— 
his hands tied—unable to take a step. 


| of California had made an important change in the 


i thing beyond a line of departure from which a 
| correct course could be made. 


| struction put upon it by the 


| ministration, and to apply it to the present. He had 


ia (Mr. Baxxy] to imitate the example of.the chaire 
man of the last Committee of Ways and Means. He: 
may rest assured, that by taking such a.course he 
will not.suffer in his repatation either before his cqn- 
stituents or the country. If the gentleman from 
Virginia would take the chairman. of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means. of the late. Congress for 
his example, he will not lessan his weight in this 
House or anywhere else. 1f -he will consent to a 
fair and adequate appropriation, he (Mr. K.) 
would be ready to vote with him, and to join 
him cordially.in every effort to reduce the cost as 
far as may be consistent with the public interest. 
Let him do as his predecessor in the chair. of 
the Committee of Ways and Means did, bring 


thing would go on well. 

It 1s the proper time to do this now, when every- 
thing connected with the collection of the revenue 
is in a state of confusion. It is impossible to 
carry on the operations of the Treasury as things 


now administers the daties of the Department, is 


Now he would ask gentlemen on the other side 
whether. they really believed that the intelligent 
framers of the last law intended, in limiting the 
amount of the cost to $1,560,000, to establish a 
rule which was at no time, and in no change of 
circumstances, to be transcended? The acquisition 


cost of collection. It never could have been pro- 
posed that a rule should be established, stringent 
and unalterable, without reference to geographical 
limits. It could never have been intended for any- 


One of the objects of that law was clearly to 
limit the discretion in the hands af the Secretary 
of the Treasury. But it could never have been 
contemplated to lay down a rule to govern all fu- 
ture expenditures, which should, like the laws of 
the Medes and Persians, be unchangeable. This 
law had been already subjected to three different 
constructions, ln the first place there was the con- 
chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. Then there was a dif- 
ferent construction put upon it by a member of the 
same committee. And, thirdly, there was the con- 
straction of the law by the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury and the officers employed in carrying it into 
execution. All these constructions differed from 
each other. It must be perfectly evident from 
this fact, that there was not in the language of the 
law that complete perspicuity which was assumed 
by some gentiemen who had referred to it. 

As far as he had been able to bring his mind 
to a conclusion on the subject, there could be no 
better, because no safer, rule than to take the sys- 
tem which had been adopted during the last Ad- 


only made one alteration from the estimates of 
the Secretary, by deducting $100,000 because he 
thought there had been a mistake made in the 
item concerning warehouses. 

But for the clause adding the,amount receivable 
from cartage, drayage, &c., the late Secretary of 
the Treasury would not have been able to get 
along. And therefore this item is embraced in 
his proposition. 


With reference to the cost of collection in Cali- 


be required to perform those duties in circumstan- 
ces more disadvantageous than had previously ex- | 
isted, at a less cost than the preceding Administra- 


j 


j 

| 

fornia and Oregon, it was clear, from what infor- | 
| $25,000; to say nothing about the revenue-cut- 

iter force transferred to California,—and the-to- 


mation had been given by those who were person- 
ally conversant with the condition of things in 


He wouldnow-all-on the gentleman from Virgins 


service Jesathan Mr. Walker expended... One half 
of what Mr.. Walker expended was $1,066,318, 
The first item of the gentleman’s amendment:aps 
propriates:-$1,000,000; and: he would Jeave-:the 
impression, therefore, that it: was. $66;318less than 
Mr. Walker had. -But he: makes ‘an additional 
appropriation of $50,000 for warehouses. Now, 
the warehousing expenses were included in Mr. 
Walker’s expenditure...’ ee tee 
Mr. PHGENIX saidhe understood: the gentle- 
man from Virginia to charge. the “warehouse 6x3 
penses. upon the expenses of the-collection.of the 
revenue for 1848. -He (Mr. P.) thought by refer- 
ring to the report of the Secretary of the Treasury 
there would be found no charge for warehouses 
until 1849. i 
3 Mr. BAYLY. The gentleman from New York, 
is mistaken. According to a statement furnished 
by the present Secretary of the Treasury, the ex- 
penses under this head in 1848 were $152,723. He 
states it now to. be :$194,634. But to make up 
that sum he adds $42,571, the pay of inspectors 
employed as store-keepers, but paid as inspectors; 
which item left out, as itought to be, would leave 
this expenditure $152,063, about the same as Mr. 
Walker’s. But take him at his word; and the. ex- 
cess this year is but.$41,911 for the whole year: 
Yet the amendment of the gentleman. from New 
Jersey, [Mr. Kine,] appropriates $50,000 for: the 
half year, which in fact, according to their. own 
showing, increases the amount. given to. Mr. Mers 
edith upwards of $29,000. Then an additional 
appropriation of $50,000. is made for new districts, 
and increase of business. It has not intimated that 
there would be on the eastern ‘side of the conti- 
nent any increase of business, except such as 
grew out of new districts. On the contrary, it is 
estimated by the Secretary, that the business of 
this year will be less than 1848. There has been 
but one new district established since that time, 
except in: California and Oregon, which is other- 
wise provided for, and that is Brazos de Santiago, 
and the collector there only estimates the expense: 
for a whole year at $20,000. Half of it is $10,000, 
and leaves an excess of $40,000, Besides this, 
Mr. Meredith had reduced the marine service 
one-third in June last—before the commencement 
of the fiscal year. The year preceding, its.expense 
was $274,488—one-third of which was $91,000 


| and some odd dollars. 


Me. VINTON. That is for the whole year. 

Mr. BAYLY. Itis. The half of it is forty- 
five thousand and odd dollars. : 

Then Mr. Walker was charged’ with the ex+ 
penses of the debenture system, abolished. by 
the act of 34 March last. ‘Phat.is estimated at 
$40,000—one half of which is. $20,000. Besides 
all this. the revenue-cutters, during the:war with 
Mexico, were armed and: equipped as vessels. of 
war, but paid as cutters. The additional: charge 
in this respect must: have been great; the precise 
amount of it cannot be stated. Put it at $50,000, 
(and it could not have been less,).and it remains 
still to be stated that a portion of the revenue ser- 
vice has been removed from the Atlantic. to the 
Pacific; and to the extent of: that removal. has. 
there been a relief to the necessary expense of the 
Atlantic service. 

To recapitulate: add to the $1,000,000, $29,000 
for warehouses; $40,000 for new districts; for re- 
duction of revenue service, $45,000; for saving, in 


consequence of abolition of debenture system, 
420,000; increased expenditure upon cut ters used 
as vessels of war, say $50,000—for half year, 


those places, that no exact basis could be formed 


tion found itself able to do? - The disadvantages 
were obviously on the side of the present ncam- | 
bents. During the last Congress we had a Whig |! 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, |; 
and he took pleasure in bearing testimony to the || 
ability with which that gentleman filled the siation. 
It was a period in which we were engaged ina war, 
a war, too, which had been carried on by an Ad- 
ministration to which the chairman was opposed. 
id that gentleman attempt to throw any am- 
earner in the way of the Administration? Did 
he ever attempt to cavil at measures to the seven th | 
part of a hair? He would appeal to the record, | 
The chairman of the Committee of Ways and | 
Means showed himstif in that position, both a 
statesman and a patriot. Although he could not 
approve the course of the Administration, he re- 
frained from throwing any difficulty in its way. 


! what Í have already submitted, but for two re- 


lon which specific appropriations could be made. |! 
|, the gentleman is entirely wrong when he supposes 


All that itappeared possible for us to do in respect 


to these collections, was to approximate as closely j! 


as we could to the facts. | 
He concluded with moving the previous ques- 

tion; but withdrew it at the request of Mr. Bayur. 
Mr. BAYLY. Mr. Speaker, I should not have 

deemed it necessary to say a word in addition to 


marks of the gentleman from New Jersey, {Mr. 
Kine.] He has said that his amendment gives 
less to Mr. Meredith for the Atlantic-service than 
Mr. Walker expended in 1848; and he asks, with a 
good deakof emphasis, if we ought not to be will- 
ing to this. y 

Bir, 1 admit his proposition on the face of it 


| financial: project. 


| had been, Í 


would seem to give Mr. Meredith for, the Atlantic: 


| tal will give Mr. Meredith $93,000 more for: the 


Atlantic coast than Mr, Walker expended... So 


he is giving Mr. Meredith less-than Mr. 
had. ‘ vk i 

The gentleman from New Jersey. {Mr. Kixe] 
has recommended me to “emulate the example of 
the chairman of the. Committee of Ways and 
Means during the last Congress, who he informs 


‘Walker 


i| us never attempted to thwart the Administration, 
| but. always took- pleasure 


in carrying out their 
views, and cordially codperating with them in their ` 
The gentleman from New Jer- 
sey was nota member of the last Congress. Ifhe 
should have been greatly surprised at 
his statement. I was a member of that Con+ 
ress; and recollect the course of the gentleman 
from Ohio well; and so far from always sustaining 
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ka : 
the Administration, even in time of war, in their 
financial measyres, he frequently went counter to 


them. 

Mr. VINTON inquired if he understood the 
honorable gentleman from Virginia to say that he 
(Mr. Vinron] had not during the last Congress 
proposed to give the Administration all they 
asked ? 3 

Mr. BAYLY. Not exactly that. But I recol- 
lect that when the Administration asked for a loan, 
to carry on the war, the gentleman insisted upon 
Treasury notes, and I aided in defeating him. 

A Voice: What is the difference? 

Mr. BAYLY. The whole amount of the pre- 
mium we'received on the loan, or, in other words, 
a half ofa million of dollars, as the result showed. 
I could go further, but | have no desire to do it. 

Sir, what evidence have I given of a parisan 
feeling in this matter? The moment the joint res- 
olution came from the Senate, | asked and ob- 

` tained the unanimous consent of the House to have | 
it read twice and referred to the Committee of | 
Ways and Means. If there had been a single 
factious person on our side, he could have defeated 
it, for it required unanimous consent. It was ob- | 
tained. What was the joint resolution? It was 
one which had passed the Senate unanimously. It 
was satisfactory to Whigs and Democrats in that 
body. When it passed, Whigs remarked, it was 
fair and satisfactory. Yet when it came to us, and 
Mr. Meredith represented that he could not get 
along with the amount appropriated, I agreed to 
an amendment which, according to the statements 
then made to us by Mr. Meredith, largely increased 
it, and I reported it to this House. Was this 
factious opposition? 

Again, when I asked the House to go into Com- 
mittee of the Whole upon the bill, 1 did so ‘at the 
risk of discourtesy to my friend from Mississippi, 
{Mr. Brown,] and probably would have offended 
him if he had not appreciated my motives, When 
1 moved the resolution and pressed its passage, to 
stop debate, is it not recollected that several of 
my personal and political friends remonstrated, 
and several gentlemen on this side also com- 
plained? Why, then, this admonition to me to 
follow the example of the gentleman from Ohio, 
when it is very certain I have not faltered out of 
it, to say the least? > 

Mr. KING, of New Jersey, begged to assure 
the honorable gentleman and the House, that he 
{Mr. K.] had made no charge that the gentle- 
man had done anything contrary to the high course 
he [Mr. K.]. had been recommending. But he 
had merely advised the honorable gentleman (if it 
was not too presuming in so humble a member) 
that, in his opinion, it would tend to the harmony 
and comfort of the House, and the promotion of 
the interests of the country, if the honorable gen- 
tleman should follow the example of his predeces- | 
sor, the chairman of the Committee of Ways and | 
Means. 

Mr. BAYLY. If there was nothing in my 
course to justify the reproach implied in the rec- 
ommendation to me to follow the example of my 
predecessor, when { had not fallen short of it to | 
say the least, why was it made? H 

Mr. HOUSTON said he rose on his part of | 
the House, inasmuch as the honorable chairman | 
of the Committee of Ways and Means felt that he 
had been arraigned for the course he was pursuing 
towards this Administration, to bear testimony to 
the fact that the gentleman had exhibited no want 
of zeal in the acceleration of his measures in the 
House; that the gentleman’s effort had been to 
secure prompt action upon this joint resolution. 
He (Mr. H.) had codperated with the gentleman, 
not only publicly, but with some consultation out 
of the House. But, at the same time—he did not | 
make the charge with any political purpose—he 
must say he had found much inthe speech which 
the honorable chairman had thought proper to | 
make upon the introduction of this resolution, 
which he thought objectionable. 

Mr. BAYLY. There has been a concerted effort 
made in this House, and out of it, to make the 
impression that we desired to embarrass the Ad- | 
ministration in our action on this bill. g 
ean be more unfounded. We will take now the 
resolution which passed the Senate, with the ap- l 
probation of the Administration side of it. We! 
are willing to go beyond it. But because we are | 

i 
i 


| 
j 
i 
| 


not disposed to remove all limit to expenditure, 
wè are denounced. 


| 
ae 
Nothing i 


1 Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thonipson, Willian: Thompson, 


| order between Mr. DISNEY and the SPEAKER. 


my feelings prompt me to speak; for-I prefer to | 
school. my feelings in this House, rather than to 
give vent to: them. ; ; 

Mr. BAYLY, in conclusion, in compliance with 
his pledge to Mr, Kine, renewed, the demand for 
the previous question. t 

Mr. GREEN appealed to the gentleman from 
New Jersey to withdraw the demand, pledging 
himself to renew it. 

Mr. KING declined, saying that he did not feel 
authorized to comply with the gentleman’s request. 

Tellers were asked and ordered on the demand 
for the previous question; (and Messrs. Evans of 
Ohio and McQueen were appointed.) 

And the vote having been taken, stood—ayes 
103, noes not counted. 

So there was a second. 

Mr.GREEN asked the yeas and nays on order- 
ing the rhain question; which were refused. 

Mr. SCHENCK suggested, as an inquiry, to 
the Speaker, whether the only possible effect of 
refusing to second the demand for the previous 
question would not be to throw the joint resolu- 
tion over until to-morrow ? 

The SPEAKER said, if the House refused to 
order the main question, the joint resolution would 
go over until to-morrow. ~ 

Mr. SCHENCK. So that the only object is 
delay. 

The yeas and nays were then refused. 

And the question was then taken on the first 
branch of the main question, which was on agree- 
ing to the amendment of the gentleman from New 
Jersey, [Mr. Kine.] 

The amendment was again read. 


Mr. GREEN asked the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered; and being taken, resulted—yeas 
105, nays 93, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Anderson, 
Andrews, Baker, Booth, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, 
Burrows, Chester Buter, B. C. Cabell, Joseph P. Caldwell, 
Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Clark, Clingman, Cole, Conger, 
Conrad, Corwin, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, 
Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Gentry, 
Giddings, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, 
Hampton, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, flilliard, Houston, 
Howe, Hunter, Jackson, James L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. 
King, George G. King, Jas. G. King, John A. King, P. King, 
Levin, Horace Mann, Marshall, Matteson, McGaughey, Me- 
Kissock, R. M. McLane, F. E, McLean, Meacham, Moore, 
Morehead, Morton, Nelson, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Owen, 
Pheenix, Pitman, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Root, 
Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Sehermerhorn, Schoolcraft, | 
Shepperd, Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, Stanly, Alexander į 
H..Stepliens, Thaddeus Stevens, ‘Taylor, James Thompson, 
J. B. Thompson, Thurman, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, 
Watkins, White, Williams, Wilson, and Winthrop—105. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bayly, 
Reale, Bingham, Bissell, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. 
Brown, Buel, Bart, Joseph Cable, G. A. Caldwell, Carter, 
Cleveland, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Daniel, Dim- 
mick, Disney, Doty, Dunham, Ewing, Featherston, iteh, 
Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Green, Hamilton, Haralson, Harlan, | 
J. G. Harris, S. W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, 
Holliday, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, Jones, 
La Sere, Leffler, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, McCter- 
nand, McDonald, McDowell, MeLanahan, MeMullen, Me- 
Queen, MeWillie, Meade, Miller, Millson, Morris, Morse, 
Olds, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Potter, Powell, 
Richardson, Robbina, Robinson, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, 
Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, 


Toombs, Venable, Wallace, Wellborn, Wentworth, Whit- | 
tlesey, Wilmot, Wood, and Young—93. 


So the amendmeht was agreed to. 


(Mr. Crowe declined to vote, stating that he 
had paired off with the gentleman from Arkansas, 
Mr. Jounson.] 


Mr. KING moved to reconsider the vote and to 
lay that motion on the table. 

And the question having been taken and decided 
in the affirmative, the motion to reconsider was | 
laid upon the table. . 

The question then recurred on ordering the joint | 
resolution to a third reading. | 


A brief conversation followed on a point of || 


[Mr. WILDRICK, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, made a report.] 

The question was then taken and the joint reso- | 
lution was ordered to a third reading. 

And having been read a third time by its title, | 
and the question being, * Shall this joint resolu- | 
tion pass ?’—- f l 

_Mr. KING, of New Jersey, demanded the pre- || 
vious question. 

There was a second, and the main question was 
ordered to be now taken. f 


I shall not speak of this as |; nays, which were ordered, 


Mr. COBB, of Alabama, asked the yeas and 


And the main question, ‘Shall this joint reso- 
lution pass ?”? was taken and decided in the afirma- 
tive—yeas 110, nays 77—as follows : 

YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, AHen, Alston, Anderson, 
Andrews, Baker, Booth, Bowie, Briggs, Broaks, Willian 
J. Brown, Burrowsy Chester Butler, Joseph P. Caldwell, 
Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Clark, Cole, Conger, Corwin, 
Debderry, Dickey, Disney, Dixon, Doty, Duer, Dimcan, 
Durkee, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freed- 
ley, Gentry, Giddings, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, 
Halloway, Hampton, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hillard, 
Holmes, Houston, Howe, Hunter, Jackson, James L. John- 
son, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. King, 
John A. King, Preston King, Levin, Horace Mann, Mar- 
shall, Matteson, McGaughey, McKissock, Robert M. Me- 
Lane, Finis E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Mor- 
ton, Nelson, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Phoenix, Pitman, Putnam, 
Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Robbins, Rockwell, Root, Rumsey, 
Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schooleratt, Shepperd, 
Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Richard H. Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, Thaddeus 
Stevens, Strong, Sweetser, Taylor, James Thompson, Jobn 
B. Thompsen, Thurman, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, 
Watkins, White, Williams, Wilson, and Winthrop—ll0. 

NAYsS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bayly, Beale, 
Bingham, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Buel, 
Burt, J. Cable, George Alfred Caldwell, Carter, Cleveland, 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, Daniel, Dimmick, Dunham, Ed- 
mundson, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Green, 
Hamilton, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, 
Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, Holliday, Howard, Hubbard, 
Andrew Johnson. Jones, Kaufman, La Sére, Lefer, Little- 
field, J. Mann, Mason, McClernand, McDonald, McDowell, 
Mel.anahan, McQueen, Miller, Millson, Morris, Olds, Orr, 
Parker, Peasice, Peck, Phelps, Potter, Richardson, Robin- 
son, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, Stetson, Thomas, Jacoh 
Thompson, Wiliam Thompson, Toombs, Venable, Wal- 
lace, Wentworth, Whittlesey, Wilmot, Wood, Woodward, 
and Youngy-77. 


So the joint resolution was passed. 


Mr. KING, of New Jersey, moved a reconsid- 
eration of the vote, and that that motion be laid 
upon the table. 

Mr. DISNEY said, that as he proposed to 
take some further action on the resolution, and 
having no other mode by which he could accom- 
plish his object, he would ask the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were refused. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Kina, and was decided in.the affirmative. 


So the motion to reconsider was laid on the table. 
THE ANNUAL MESSAGE, CALIFORNIA, &e. 


Mr. BAYLY moved that the rules be suspend- 
ed, and that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
with a view to dispose of the President's Mes- 
sage. It was important (Mr. B. said) that that 
message should be ‘acted upon. 

The motion having been taken and decided in 
the affirmative— 

The House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Born 
in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 
resolutions referring to the appropriate committees 
the various subjects embraced in the Annual Mes- 
sage of the President of the United States. 

r, BROWN, of Mississippi, was entitled to the 
floor. He said he would occupy a very few minutes, 
in presenting some views which he should have 


| presented the other day, but for the expiration of 


his hour. : 

Having already taken his position against the 
President’s recommendation of the California eon- 
stitution, and having expressed his abhorrence of 
the whole series of movements, which led to its 
adoption by the people in that country, he should 
not further allude to the President or Cabinet in 
that connection. 

A new character had presented himself, as one 


| of the champions of this new and extraordinary 


political movement. Healluded to General Cass, 
the late Democratic candidate for the Presidency. 
That distinguished gentleman had redeemed his 
pledge, and the pledge of his friends, on the sub- 
ject ofthe Wilmot proviso. Fie had spoken against 
it. He had expressed his determinatron not to 
vote for it. With this he was satisfied; he would 
go further, and say, that the speécir, so far as it re- 
lated to the proviso, challenged his admiration 
and excited his gratitude. lt was replete with 
sound views, eloquently and happily expressed. 
And no one could read it attentively without con- 
ceding to its author great ability. If the distin-- 


! guished gentleman had closed his speech with his- 


argument against the proviso, there would not 
have been a man in all the country more willing 


i than himself to award him the highest honors. 


But the speech was marred by the expression of 
opinions, in its closing paragraphs, to which he 
(Mr. B.) and the southern people generally would 
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dissent... General, Cass had (if. Mr: B, correctly 
understood him) ayowed his opinion to: be, that 
the people of the. Territories have-the right to.ex- 
clude slavery; and he.was. understood. to: sustain 
the action.of the people in California in forming.a 
State goyernment.. Against all thesé parts of the 
speech of General. Cass, he (Mr. B.) entered, his 
solemn protest., He felt bound todo this, because 
in the late Presidential eanvass he had, as the 
friend of General Cass, given a different interpre- 
tation®fa. his views, as foreshadowed tn.the Nich- 
olson Jetter. ` True, he had not done this, without 
some m.sgivings, at first, of its correctness. But 
gentlemen. nearer the person of General Cass 
than himself had interpreted the Nicholson, let- 
ter to mean, that when the people of a Ter- 
ritory were duly authorized to. form a: State 
constitution, they. could then admit or exclude 
slavery at will, and. whether they did the one 
- thing or the other was not a matter.to be. ques, 
tioned. by Congress. He now conceded, as he had 
done in the. Presidential canvass, that whenever a 
people, duly authorized. to. form a State, constitu- 
tion, have exercised this authority and asked ad- 
mission into the. Union, it is not properly a subject 
of inquiry whether their constitution admits. or 
excludes slavery from the proposed State. But 
he understood: Gen, Cass as going further. than 
this—to the extent of giving to, the people. of. the 
Territories the right to exclude slavery during their 
territorial existence, and indeed before government 
of any sort had been established by Congress. He 
understood the doctrine as advanced by Gen. Cass 
to be, that the occupants of the soil where no goy- 
ernment existed—as in. New Mexico, California, 
Deseret, &c,—had the right to exclude slavery; and 
against this doctrine he raised his humble voice; 
and though he.might stand alone, without one other 
southern pepresentative to sustain him, he would 
protest against it to the last. . . welt, y 
. In the late Presidential canvass, men of all par~ 
ties. had assailed this doctrine. The Whigs 
charged Gen. Cass with entertaining these views; 
and, the Democrats had vindicated him against the 
chdrge.. The doctrine was universally denounced 
by, men; of all, parties in the South; and now we 
were startled with the,intelligence that Gen. Cass 
and Gen, Taylor. both approve it..... For himself, no 
earthly consideration should keep him silent:on 
sucha question, No consideration personal to him- 
self—no party ties nor political obligations, should 
geal his. lips, when bis country was about to be 
betrayed and sacrificed. He. had denounced this 
doctrine before his constituents, he now denounced 
it before the House. He would not consume 
time, and prevent other. gentlemen from speaking, 
by going into an argument on the subject, ..He 
had felt it due.to his own. position—to the cause of 
truth and justice, to make known atthe first con- 
venient moment, that what he condemned in Gen. 
Taylor he equally condemned in Gen. Cass; and 
having done this, he was satisfied. . 

Mr. INGE next obtained the floor, and said: 

I propose to. discuss the policy of the Adminis- 
tration in reference. to. the Territories of New 
Mexico and California, the constitutional rights of 
the South therein, and the probable consequences 
of their violation. i . 

Admonished by the history of this Government, 
which is a narrative of aggressions by the North 
upon the South—of faith broken and compromises 
disregarded in the onward career. of power—I do 
not feel that it is incumbent upon a southern rep- 
resentative to offer any measure for, the adjust- 
ment of existing difficulties. I have no more | 

eace-olferings to lay at the feet of power, to be | 
indignantly spufned. | Ifa returning sense of jus- 
tice should. at any time actuate, the majority to 
propose a settlement consistent with our rights and 
honor, they cannot doubt its ready acceptance. 
Until that time, the appropriate discharge of my 
duty will lead me to expose the. devices of fraud, 
to resist the assaulta of power, and to defend the 
South, by whomsoever assailed. ae 

The Message of the Executive. distinctly an- 


nounces the policy of. the, Administration, This 
policy has been adopted afier the most thorough f 


FP 


investigation, and is. presented.to us as the final 
result.of long.and anxious reflection. Coming 
from. the highest functionary known.to the Consti- 
tution of the: country, it claims. from this House 
a candid and, dispassionate consideration... The 
influence of. an executive recommendation is usu- 
ally all powerfal;.like .the whistle of Rhoderic 
Dhn, it rallies a whole.clan: to. its support. . But, 
in. the present, case, ominous signs of discord. are’ 
already apparent on the other side of the. House; 
and it seems that the present Executive is doomed 
to the fate of. the unfortunate. Acteon, who was 
torn to, pieces. by his, own hounds. ,. Whatever 
may be the fate of. its author, however, or the 
views. of members in regard to the. details.of the 
policy suggested, a-majority of this. House will 
concur in its most important recommendation, .. 
, This message changes the.aspect of a. sectional 
question; it supersedes an old. issue and presents 
anew.one.. The Wilmot. proviso” is no longer | 
the question of the.day;.it has given place.to the 
“ California proviso,” which is presented: to- this 
House and the country with the unqualified en- 
dorsement of the Executive. It is important that 
the people: interested should be advised of this 
change and the motives which prompted it.. The 
open defiance of the South to the“ Wilmot pro- 
viso,” and the sternly expressed determination to 
resist, it.“ at all hazards and to the last extremity,” 
have awakened the Union-loving propensities of 
this Administration and its’ northern supporters. 
The representatives of the North, with the excep- 
tion of a few “distinctive free-soilers,”’ are willing | 
to abandon—nay, have already abandoned—the 
“ Wilmot proviso,” and all are coming in unbro- 
ken phalayx to the support of the Executive recom- 
mendation; believing the South will. resist the 
Wilmot proviso, with characteristic discretion they 
recede. On the other hand, the South are not’ 
committed against the present admission of Cali- 
fornia as a State, and it is believed that, with the | 
whole power of this Administration exerted in its 
favor, and by an.invocation to the party prejudices 
of our people, the Administration party every where 
will support that measure; and thus, by a division 
of our strength, (which was irresistible when | 
united against the Wilmot proviso, ) the South will 
be powerless, and submission to the California 
proviso inevitable. [am for thè union of the South, 
in support of the Constitution and of the rights 
which descended tous by inheritance; but there 
is only one basis of union for southern men—op- 
position to the declared policy of the. present Ad- 
ministration, which seeks to build up an imperish- 
able power upon the ruins of the Constitution and 
the South... . . ‘ Ae u 
No argument is necessary to show the identity 
of these twò measures. The Wilmot. proviso 
excludes the citizens of the South, with their prop- 
erty, from emigrating. to the Territories-of .the 
Union, and. appropriates..the..common property 
of the several sovercignties composing the Union 
to the exclusive use and occupation of the people 
of the.non-slaveholding States, and is enacted by 
Congress primarily. , The California proviso is | 
the same thing, literally and in substance, incor- | 
porated. into. a so-called constitution, and Con- | 
gress is recommended, by the present admission | 
of California, to enact it secondarily. .The mes- į 
sage clearly assumes that the. people of the slave- |; 
holding States bave no rights in these Territories, | 
and recommends the. latter. measure, from obvi- | 
ous reasons of political expediency, as. the pref- || 
erable mode.of exclusion.. In the opinion of the 
Administration, the question now is, not whether | 
the South-shall be excluded, but in what manner 
it shall be done. I must be permitted to decline, 
the discussion of a false issue; to insist upon my 
right to be heard upon. the merits of this ques- 
tion; and to protest, in the name of the south- 
ern people, against this prejudgment of their 
claims. : ; 
The. origin of this policy’ may be seen in the 
movements of General Riley carly in the pre- 
ceding year, His first act was the issuance of.a | 


calling: upon, the: transient adventurers who shad. 


been lured: thither to.elect..delegates to assemble 
in convention for. the, formation of a constitution, 
preparatory to its admission as -a State into, the. 
Union. -But Riley is. a plain, blunt: old: soldier, 
more competent to the work of demolishing. thar 
of organizing communities; and none. know, bet- 
ter than the present Executive that military and 
civic. greatness.. are not always inseparable. 
consummate the degigns:of, the cabinet, seeundenr 
artem, Mr. ` King, then a. member of Congress 
elect from Georgia, was.instructed to follow Gen, 


Riley. 


The message. informs us that— 


To 


«With a; view to the faithful execution. ofthe- treaty, so. 
far as lay in the power of the Exécutive, and to enable 
Congress to act‘at the present session with as full know!- 
edge: and as' Hittle-difficulty as possible on-all matters ‘of it~ 
terest: in these Territories, I sentthe Hon. Thomas. Butler 
King as bearer of, dispatches to California, and certain offi- 
cers to California and New Mexico, whose: duties are pay- 
ticularly defined in the accompanying letters of instruction 
addressed to them severally by the proper department.” © = 


< The ac 
states: s 


i& You are fully possess 


com 


panying letter of Mr. Crawford 


ed gf the President's views, and 


can: with: propriety: suggest: to the people of California sthe 
adoption of measures best calcalated to givẹ them effect”? 
Jf any; doubt exist:that:the initiatory proceed- 
ings of Riley :were approved by the Cabinet, or 
that he only did what King was authorized to do 
by- the carte blanche of Mr. Clayton, I need only 
refer to the extracts read by the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr.-Seppon]}-—the first from the com- 
mander of the Pacific station, as: follows: . 
“The steamer Edith has been sent to Mazatlan for the 
necessary intelligence, and, on her arrival with information 
that no other than a revenue law had been passed, General 
Riley issued a proclamation for the election of the ‘neces+ 
sary executive and judicial officers under the existing laws, 
and ‘recommending, at the same time, the election: of delé- 
gates to a convention to form a State constitution. Mr. 


King 
issued, 


Government, by anticipation, had approved of 


arrived at the time these proclamations were about bet 
and it was matter of ‘great congratulation eat the 
the. latter 


measure; Every means will be used to give the people of ‘ 


right which 


ish and unp: 
kai 


t Brevet 
r 


Büt, as 


and. by 
Stutes, and 


War to Genera 


«In view of the 
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fect government, 
propositions had been acet] 
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which must necessari 
local legislation. 


i appertains to the people’ of California- 


atriotie motives prevailed. x 
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California an opportunity of expressing their wishes on this 
| point, and of bringing the matters to a happy conclusion.” : 
The second from a dispatch of the Secretary of 
1 Riley, dated August 24th, 1849: . 
« WAR DEPARTMENT, August A, 1849. 
exercise of the most important politica) 

i i 


iat. of. 


forming a constitution and-asking-adibigsion inie the: Union 
of.-these States-—this, Department; bas: watched ‘with. great. 
the steps already taken’ to effect these, 
objects. Regarding your proclamation of the 3d, Junestast 
as a notice intended’ in part to render popular action’ úni- 
formiin respect tothe desired: organization into a more pët: 
itis seen, with grent satisfaction, that your 
pted with great cheerfulness and 
alaerity, exceptin few instances, where it is supposed self- 


“ Secretary of War. 


Brig. Gen: RILEY, T 
& Monterey, California’? , 
more conclusive than. all else, 


is calculated to avoid the innumerable 


I refer to 
the following extract from the proclamation itself: 

“The method here indicated to attain what is desired by 
all, viz: a more perfect political organization, is deemed 
the most direct and safe that can be adopted, and one fully 
authorized by law. Itis the course advised by the President 
the Secretaries of State anl of War of the United 


evils 


ly result from any attempt at iegat 
it is therefore hoped that it will meetethe 


approbation of the people of California, and that all ‘good 


citizens wil 
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proclamation declaring the Mexican Jaw to bein: |} 


force ; laying off the country into districts, and {J 


General R 


« Given at Monterey, California, this 3d 


The verbal and confidential instractio 


Mr. King are not imp ried, in; the, message; 
he ie h:facility. and certainty 


by. looking to his acts and -declarations, which are 


of operations or 


i unite in carrying it into execution., 


Be 


. Brig. Gen. U. S. A., and Go 
: H. W. HALLECK. ` ; 
Capt. and S’y of State.”’.. 


be ascertained wit 


day of June, Ae 
TLEY, : 
vi of California. 


ns given to 


but 


19 accord therewith.. The pregnant sen- 
quoted evidently refers. to 4 views’ not 
in. the- written instructions, and which 


n; 


iley, urged on their rapid execution, 


deemed. it expedient to reserve 
idden history of this transaction. 
urces, official and unoficial, 
Mr. King approved of the plan 
iginated in the. proclamation. of 


we 


and 
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in a few months after his arrival in California, the 
transient adventurers in San Francisco and its 


neighborhood elected delegates, in conformity with 


the requirements of this proclamation, who speed- 
ily thereafter assembled in convention and adopt- 
ed the constitution, which the President says, ‘‘ I 
earnestly recommend may receive the sanction of 
Congress.” = 

We have strong reasons to believe that the 
t proviso”’ incorporated into this constitution was 
approved by Mr. King, who wag understood to 
speak by authority of the Administration, in sup- 
port of its views, and who could “ with propriety 
suggest to the people of California the adoption of 
measures best calculated to give them effect.” 

But this is of little importance in measuring the 
responsibility of the Cabinet. The constitution of 
California has been published by the press of the 
country, and is accessible to all, The Cabinet have 
duly considered its provisions. They know thata 
few thousand transient adventurers, allured by the 
auri sacra-fames, from every quarter of the globe, 
to the shores of San Francisco and the Sacramen- 
to, have, without the authority of Congress, elect- 
ed delegates to a convention; which convention 
has defined the limits of a State, extending through 
ten degrees of latitude on the Pacific, with an area 
sufficient for half a dozen States of the first mag- 
nitude, and embracing all that is valuable for mi- 
ning, commercial, or agricultural purposes within 
the ‘Territory of California. And after an asser- 
tion of sovereignty over this national acquisition 
——less justifiable than the decrees of Cortes in the 
palace of Montezuma, or the legislation of Pizarro 
upon the fallen throne of the Incas—the conven- 
tion adopted a fandamental clause, forever exclu- 
ding the people of the South from its occupancy. 
With a fall knowledge of the adoption of the sla- 
very restriction in the constitution of California, 
the President * earnestly recommends that it may 
receive the sanction of Congress.” 

The message argues in support o 
as follows: 


«in advising an carly application by the people of these 
Territories for admission as States, T was actuated princi- 
pally by an earnest desire to afford to the wisdom and pa- 
triotism of Congress the opportunity of avoiding occasions 

„of bitter and angry dissensions among the people of the 
United States. 

« Under the Constitution, every State has the right of es- 
tablishing, and from time to time altering, its municipal 
laws and domestic institutions, independently of every other 
State of the General Government, subjeet-only to the prohi- 
ditions and guarantees expressly set forth in the Constitution 
of the United States.” 


Lest the passage of the “ Wilmot proviso ”? by 
Congress might occasion ‘bitter and angry dis- 
sensions among the people of the United States,” 
the Californians were advised to adopt it. Their 
right to do so is considered unquestionable, because 
‘every State has the right of establishing, and from 
time to time to altering, its municipal laws and do- 
mestic institutions.” ‘The first statement assumes 
that the southern people only object to a certain form 
of exclusion, ‘and will acquiesce in every other 
that the Cabinet may suggest and the Californians 
adopt; the second, that California is a State with full 
sovereignty ,when in factit has not yet been ad vanced 
to the rank of a territorial dependency of the Union, 

When the people of California, after a suitable 
period of territorial tutelage, and in pursuance of 
an act of Congress, assemble in convention to 
adopt a constitution, they will possess the power, 
“ under the general principles of the Constitution,” 
to determine their own domestic institutions. Bui 
the scheme to exclude the people of half the States 
of this Confederacy by the present popniation now 
roaming over that Territory is in conflict with the 
whole spirit of ‘the Constitution, and ought not 

‘to receive the sanction of Congress.” 

From all the facts disclosed, it appears that the 
present State organization of California isthe mere 
creature of a Cabinet intrigue, designed to relieve 
the present Executive from either an approval or 
a veto of the Wilmot proviso. I have no hesita- 
tion in asserting, that the policy recommended is 
more obnoxious to the South than the measure it 
was intended to supersede. The Wilmot proviso 
is a bold and open exercise of power by the Con- 
gress of the United States, which has the admitted 
right to legislate for the territories, subject to the 
restraints of the Constitution; while the people 
who have assumed to incorporate the same proviso 
into the constitution of California have no color of 
authosity to legislate for any purpose or to the 
most limited extent. 


f the restriction 
Ay 


`The several States composing this -Confedera- 
tion acquired an indefeasible title to the Territo- 
ries of California and New Mexico by the treaty 
of Guadalupe Hidalgo, the ratifications of which 
were exchanged on the 30th of May, 1848. The 
several States, or the people thereof, became joint 
tenants of this common domain, entitled to equal 
rights therein, which the Federal Government, as 
the agent of all, is under the highest obligation to 
protect. In accordance with this obligation, it 
devolved on the last Congress to extend over it 
territorial governments, which would invite the 
emigration of American citizens, with their prop- 
erty of every description, from every section of 
the Union. But the prevailing conflict of opinions 
and passions was fatal to harmonious action. Con- 
gress expired without the exercise of its legitimate 
authority over the Territories, leaving them sub- 
ject to the Constitution of the United States, 
which is “the supreme law of the land;” to the 
treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, “ made under the 
authority of the United States;” and to the local 
laws of the Territory, as they existed at the con- 
clusion ‘of the treaty, regulating the relations of 
the inhabitants with each other, not in conflict 
with either the Constitution or the treaty. The 
termination of the war left a government de fucto 
in full operation, competent to administer the 
laws, until a more effective government could be 
provided hy Congress. Upon that subject, Mr. 
Buchanan says: 

«tn the mean time, the condition of the people of Cali- 
fornia is anomalons, and will require on their part the exer- 
cise of great prudence and discretion. By the conclusion of 
the treaty of peace, the military government which was €s- 
tablished over them, under the laws of war, as recognized 
by the practice of all civilized nations, has ceased to derive 
its authority from this source of power. But is there, for 
this reason, no government in Qalifornia? Are life, liberty, 
and property under the protection of no existing authorities? 
This would be a singular phenomenon in the face of the 
world, and especially among American citizens, distin- 
guished as they are above all other people for their law- 
abiding character. Fortunately, they are not reduced to 
this sad condition. The termination of the war left an ex- 
isting government—a government de fucto—in full opera- 
tion; and this will continue, with the presumed consent of 
the people, until Congress shall provide for them a territo- 
rial government. The great law of necessity justifies this 
conclusion. The consent of the people is irresistibly ipferred 
from the fact that no civilized community could possibly 
desire to abrogate an existing government, when the alter- 
native presented would be to plaice themselves in a state of 
anarchy, beyond the protection of all laws, and reduce them 
to the unhappy necessity of submitting to the dominion of 
the strongest.” 

This was the condition of California and New 
Mexico when the present Administration succeed- 
ed to office, on the 4th of March last. 

I now proceed to inquire, what were the duties 
of the Executive in relation to these territories ? 
Under our form of government, the President pos- 
sesses neither legislative nor judicial power, The 
Constitution distinetly defines the several depart- 
ments and the appropriate functions of each, vest- 
ing in the President powers purely executive: 

“The executive power shall be vested in a President of 
the United States of America.” 

«The President shal! be commander-in-chief ofthe army 
and navy of the United States.” 

«Fla shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed.” 


We have scen that a government de facto was in 


| operation, with fall capacity for the preservation 


of order and the efficient administration of the 
laws. It was his duty, to the extent of his power, 
to maintain the existing Government until Con- 
gress exerted its paramount power to abrogate it, 
and to “ take care that the laws be faithfully 
executed.” The Constitution was “ the supreme 
law of the land; and if it had been faithfully 
executed—if the great principle which it embodies 
of- equal rights to all the citizens of the several 
States of this confederacy had been recognized and 


| enforced in that. territory-~a slaveholding people 


would now and forever hereafter control its politi- 
cal destiny. But, instead of sustaining the govern- 
ment de facto, the first movement of the Adminis- 
tration was to send out an emissary to instigate it 
overthrow. Instead of taking care “that the laws 


1 . è . . . 
be faithfully executed,’ the Constitution, which is 
has been con- | 


“the supreme law of the land,” 
temptuously disregarded, and the civil code of a 
brevet brigadier gencral recognized as ‘the su- 
preme law of theJand.” Instead of awaiting the 
action of Congress, the only law-making power 


of the Government, the Cabinet usurps the power 
of legislation; and, not being itself of easy locomo- 
tion, does the work by proxy. The task of giving 


a government to California, which, at the last ses- 


| preceding Ad 


| say that 


sion, 230 members of Congress found it impossible 
to perform, is readily done by a single member, 
under a deputation from the Cabinet. Verily, Mr. 
Kine. has discovered that there is more potency’in 
a Cabinet authorization than in a commission de- 
rived from seventy thousand freemen of Georgia; 
that it is better to serve one than many masters, 

` If the past history of our country had furnished 
no precedents to guide the Administration, its 
interference in the affairs of California would 
excite less surprise, and might be charitably 
imputed to a misconception of its powers. But 
at least two cases—strictly analogous—are in- 
delibly impressed upon our records: one (the ac- 
quisition of Louisiana) under the administration 
of Mr. Jefferson, in 1803; the other (the acqui- 
sition of Florida) under that of Mr. Monroe, in 
1820—both of the first magnitude in their day, 
entitled now to the highest importance as Prece- 
dents, because their consideration elicited all the 
wisdom and virture of their respective eras, and, 
more than all, because they were established under 
the administration of “ our earlier Presidents,” in 
the purer and better days of the republic. Both were 
acquisitions of territory from foreign Powers, set- 
tled by a foreign population, and acquired by a 
treaty of cession as in the present case, and were 
subject to the same Jaws, viz: the Constitution of 
the United States, the treaties of cessions, and the 
private local laws, not in conflict with either. Did 
Mr. Jefferson send a political emissary to Louisi- 
ana to advise the contented Creoles, numbering 
about 90,000, to rise up in defiance of the powers 
of Congress, and establish a revolutionary govern- 
ment subversive of the government de facto ? if 
they had done so, would he have * earnestly re- 
commended”? to Congress the immediate admission 
of that immense territory, containing an area of 
more than 1,100,000 square miles, as one State 
into this Union? On the contrary, Mr. Jefferson 
called Congress together on the 17th of October, 
1803, three weeks earlier than the day fixed by 
the preceding Congress, and submitted the country 
to its jurisdiction. 

A similar policy was pursued by Mr. Monroe, 
who followed the illustrious example of Jefferson; 
from which the present Cabinet, thou h pledged to 
imitate our * earlier Presidents,” hasben the first 
to depart. I repeat, “the first to depart,” not- 
withstanding the inferences which may be, drawn 
from the following sentence of the message: 

« Itis understood that the people of the western part of 
California have formed a plan of a State constitution, aud 
will soon submit the same to_the judgment of Congress, 
and apply for admission as a State. fhis course on their 
part, though in accordance with, was not adopted exclu- 
sively in consequence of, any expression of my wishes, in- 
asmuch as measures tending to this end had been promoted 
by the officers sent there by my predecessor, and were al- 
ready in active progress of execution before any communi- 
cation from me reached California. ?”? 

Very true. Riley was sebt to California by the 
ministration; but his proclamation 
was not issued until the arrival of King, and it 
was ascertained that the present government had, 
“ by anticipation,” approved of that measure. i 
King’s instructions had conflicted with Riley’s 
programme of organization, of course the procla- 
mation would have been suppressed; for King was 
at once recognized by the public functionaries in 
that distant province as the bearer of the Sultan’s 
firman, from whom there was no appeal, and no 
alternative but obedience or the bow-string. The 
present Cabinet dare not make the charge directly 
that Mr. Polk gave countenance to the scheme 
which has been so successfully carried out under 
their administration. They can only venture to 
measures tending that way had been pro~ 
moted by officers sent there by Mr. Polk, from 
which some may draw the inference that he ap- 
proved the course adopted by his own, subordi- 
nates. Jf made directly or inferentially, I should 
feel authorized, from an examination of the sub- 
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| ject, to regard it as a craven aspersion of the char- 
“acter of that eminent statesman, whose fame is 
| now the fame of his country, of which you, and I, 


and all of us are the guardians, 

In his annual message of December 25th, 1848, 
the last official communication embracing this sub- 
ject, we find his views stated with the dignity and 
independence befitting the importance of the subject 
and his high official station. Unused to equivoca- 
tion and untramelled by the restraints of political 
expediency, his opinion on the subject of the Wil- 
mot proviso were proclaimed to Congress, with 
the notification that its enactment would be resisted 


. 


of the ‘present Cabinet. The whole policy of 
President Polk may be summed up in a few || 
words—the immediate adjustment of this question by 
Congress without the Wilmot proviso. This was 
announced in his first message after the acquisi- 
tion of those territories, with singular felicity and 
power, and reiterated in each succeeding one with 
an earnestness of feeling and a force of argument 
which increased with the imminence of the dan- 
ger. A recurrence to the action of the late Ex- 
ecutive is gratifying to his friends. He did not 
look for the rules of his conduct to selfish expe- 
diency, but to the unchanging principles of the 
Constitution. He did not rely upon a conceal- 
ment of his opinions for the success of “his Ad- 
ministration, but upon.a thorough understanding 
of himself, his motives, and #is principles, by the 
great mass of his countrymen. It was his char- 
acteristic to meet danger with heroism, and to 
grapple with the passions and prejudices hostile 
to the Constitution and the Union, and overpower 
them by the irresistible force of truth. In vivid 
and sublime contrast with his successors, he 
sought safety neither in a concealment of opinion 
or postponement of action. I am happy to be- 
lieve that his countrymen, forgetful of past party || 
divisions, are now paying to his memory the 

tribute of their admiration and gratitude; that his 

posthumous fame is undarkened by the mists | 
which surrounded its morning beams. 

An Administration which shuns responsibility, 
practises concealment, and resorts to the cunning 
devices of political expediency, cannot long sur- | 
vive the public contempt. The present one, not | 
yet a year old, wears the aspect of effete and | 
imbecile senility. In the hour of its conception, 
the seeds of death were planted in the heart of the 
embryo, and the throes and agonies of its partu- 
rition were unmistakable evidences that they had 
germinated and would speedily fructify into a har- 
vest of death. The living principle of popular 
support no longer gives sustenance to its tottering 
decrepitude. Its recommendation of inaction, in 
reforence to the question which of all others de- 
mands immediate action, springs from a conscious- 
ness of weakness, and is the wail of the sick old 
man, who begs for repose when the deepening 
shades of eternal night are closing around him. 
But the hiss of human passions by this querulous 
appeal cannot be hushed., Events roll on, casting 
their lengthened shadows before them, threaten- 
ing, in their unchecked course, the destruction of f 
the Constitution and the Union. j 

I trust that the remarks I have felt constrained 
by a sense of duty to make, touching the proposed 
policy of the Administration, will in no degree be 
attributed to partisan opposition. My object is to | 
discuss the question of the rights of the South in 
the Territories of California and New Mexico, its 
present, dspect—-to show that the “< Wilmot pro- 
viso” has been superseded by the Executive re- || 
commendation, which the South may. and will |; 
defeat, if they-meet. it with firm, united, and de- l 
termined resistance. Regarding this as a practical | 
question, I shall insist not only upon the abstract |; 
right, but the actual usufruct of the South in this 
common property; and I acknowledge no party 
obligations which can restrain me in demanding i 
both. No dangers which threaten the dissolution |! 
of parties or of the Union are terrible enough to |; 
justify a further sacrifice on our part. 1 appeal to 
‘the Constitution, and demand for my section the |; 
right to carry negro slaves upon the land of which 
they are joint tenants. T'o those who are disposed 
to resist my views, I commend a more attentive 
reading of that instrument. They will find that | 
it not only guaranties slavery where it exists, but 
provides for its extension. In the States where || 


* 


| subject, so often heard in this House. 


| no fedr 


| for, with two exceptions, viz: the right of property | 


and inventors “to their respective writings and 


| their protection, but leaves them as they existed 


slaves existed, they were made the basis of appor- 
tionment and taxation, thereby contributing ivo 
of ‘the great elements necessary. to republican 
government, viz.: representation to express its | 
voicé, and money for its support. i 
_ To extend the institution indefinitely, it prohib- 
ited the passage of any law to stop the importation 
of slaves from Africa, and elsewhere, prior to the 
year 1808. Another clause, with a view to its per- 
petuation forever, provides for the recapture of 
fugitives who escape to non-slaveholding States. 
Notwithstanding these plain stipulations between 
the slaveholding and non-slaveholding States, con- 
stituting the essential, vital provisions of the Con- 
stitution, without which all, admit the Confedera- 
tion could not have been formed, we are cantingly 
told that ‘slavery js a sin, and the North is op- 
posed to its extension.” ‘ We, the philanthro- 
pists of this day, are better than the sages and he- 
roes, purified by the trials of the Revolution and 
covered with its glories, who assembled in the old 
hall of the Confederation in 1787.” I have no re- 
ply to make to these pharisaical pretensions; they 
are beneath contempt. I am content with the re- 
ligion of the Bible, and the Constitution of our 
fathers, uncorrupted by the comments of the pseudo 
moralists and statesmen who now shed their cor- 
useations upon us. {shall certainly not conde- 
scend to reply to the puling sophistry upon this 
Were I 
disposed to argue the question of slavery, with- 
out reference to the Constitution, in all its rela- 
tions, religious, moral, social, and political, 
of its successful vindication would 
restrain me. It would seem to be profanation to 
call an institution of society irreligious or immoral, 
which is expressly and repeatedly sanctioned by 
the word of God; which existed in the tents of 
the patriarchs, and in the households of His own 
chosen people; and a perversion of the truth of 
history to denounce that institution as a social or 
political evil, which existed in all the free States of 
antiquity, and is inseparably connected with. the 
arts and arms, the science and literature, the paint- 
ing and statuary of Greece and Rome—upon which 
was erected a civilization which lit up the ancient 
world, and now illumines ourown! But in our 
country we have the most striking and brilliant 
illustrations of the benefits of slavery, in the vast 
areas redeemed from the wilderness, where malaria 
forbade the emigration of whites, and which now 
teem with the production of southern staples; in 
the large amount of valuable exports, the product 
| of slave labor, which freight the keels of commerce 
to every harbor of the world, and bring in return 
imports of corresponding value; in the individual 
prosperity and happiness of our people, without 
example in any other social organization; in our 
political stability, where no armed police is neces- 
sary for the suppression of mobs, and the mace of 
the civil magistrate is omnipotent. 

But I cannot pursue these general reflections, 
which are out of place when uttered here. Our 
right on each side grew out of the Constitution, 
and I am willing to abide by its stipulations and 
compromises without re-opening for controversy 
questions which were definitively settled by its 
adoption.. Slavery being recognized by the Con- 
stitution, and provision made for its perpetuation 
and extension in the clauses referred to, I consider 
all the parties to it, according to every known 
principle of legal construction, as estopped by the 
record from assailing it by word or act. 

The people of the North could with much more 
propriety assail any other species of property held 
under the municipal laws of the several States; 


in negro slaves, and the exclusive right of authors 


discoveries,’’ the Constitution dees not recognize 
the private rights of property, nor stipulate for 


under the municipal laws. It results that we have 

a double protection: the municipal laws of the sev- 

eral States, and the express stipulations of the | 
Constitution. Slaves were regarded as a kind of | 
property entitled to special and peculiar favor, and 
were therefore singled out by the Constitution 
from the mass of other property—invested with 
higher dignity and guarded with greater security: 
too precious to be intrusted solely to State laws, 
the Constitution has thrown its own protecting | 
egis around it. * f 


yesentatives pretend to “differ with’ us, and insist 
upon the. right to “exclude ‘the South: from ‘the 
common property.’, It remains to-be seen whethér 
the South: will meet the’ “ California” proviso’? 
with resistance, “at every hazard and tothe last . 
extremity,” as’ she did the “ Wilmot proviso”? 
Lam unwilling to live under the Union without 
the Constitution; the North cannot live and four- - 
ish without the Union. Much as they hate slavery, 
they love the Union more, and are willing: to’ go 
no further in their aggressions than is consistent 
with its duration. This is strikingly’ illustrated 
in the history of the “ Wilmot proviso.’ © +" 

Upon the first introduction of that measure’ in 
the 29th Congress, it received the sanction of this 
House, as it did at every succeeding séssion until 
the present. Within afew days past it has been 
laid upon the table by the votes of those known 
to be pledged to the exclusion of slavery from 
every foot of the common domain. This is a move- 
ment to elude southern resistance and save the 
Union, They clung with iron tenacity to this 
favorite measure, until convinced that the choice 
was between the proviso and Union; and then, 
true to their instincts, they chose the‘latter. But 
the South has not gained the battle. The enemy 
has only changed front, to wheel into line, and 
renew the assault, Our only safety now is in 
standing to our arms. : eee 

They have deposed their old leadets—Hale, 
Seward and Giddings—and rallied under the ban- 
ner of “the hero that never surrenders.” ‘Upon . 
that bariner is inscribed, * the Union without the 
Yonstitution.”? As the Roundheads of Cromwell, 
when they charged the foe, were ordered’ to sing 
hosannas to the King of Hosts, they shout: ho- 
gannas to “the Union,’ and for the same rea- 
sons. They know it is a word of inspiration to 
every American citizen, calling up memories full 
of glory and grandeur—a word of idolatrous wor- 
ship, engraven upon the altar of our political tem- 
ple. As the Persians fall prostrate before the rising 
sun, so we are expected to bow to the omnipo- 
tence of # word. J greatly mistake the character 
of our people, and underrate their intelligence, 
if a recollection of past glories can make them 
insensible to present shame. Not all the pres- 
tige which clusters around the brow of the mili- 
tary hero, nor the charmed sway of the word 
« Union,” can lull the people of the South into 
submission. The wrongs practised under this 
Union have induced them to reflect upon its op- 
erations, and to inquire whether, in the course of 
events, its dissolution would be ‘promotive of 
their security and happiness ‘or otherwise.’ With- 
out extinguishing the love of the South for the: 
Union, these reflections have led to. the opinion | 
that we ‘have within ‘ourselves all the elements of , 
wealth, prosperity and national power, which, 
under a separate confederation, would be devel- 
oped with uncxampled rapidity. i 

With a territory of more than eight hundred 
thousand square miles, and a population of nine : 
millions, we would at least be more respectable in 
dimensions and numbers than were our ancestors 
of 1776, at the commencement of the revolutionary 
contest, and, if the worst calamity resulted from a 
dissolution, would not have a sturdier foe to en- 
counter nora more protracted triumph over op- 
pression. But there would be no cause of war, in 
the event of separation: as our northern neighbors 
would be no longer responsible for the ‘sin of 
slavery,” of course they would let us alone, in our 
harmless pursuit of happiness and prosperity. Our 
policy would not induce us to have much connec 
tion with them. Manufacturing skill is more ad- 
vanced and labor cheaper in Old thanin New Eng- i 
land; and the latter would be consequently relieved 
from the manufacture annually of 500,000 bags of 
southern cotton, as a direct communication, would 
immediately spring up between our southern porta 
and Europe; the coastwise trade would: he meas- 
urably broken up, and we would no Tonger have 
need of northern bottoms- Our exports are now 
about double those of the North, and our imports 
should correspoad; but they do not average much 
more than one-fourth. ‘The explanation of this is, 
that our imports do not now return to us directly, 
but much the larger portion reach us indirectly 
through the ports of the North, and are there 
taxed with the onerous profits of capitalists, im- 
parters, Merchants, ship-owners, and others, who 


Upon all these points, however, northern’ rep- 


thus mainly subsist upon southern labor. 
“This unnatural course of trade is one of the ef- 
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fects of the Union, and, in the absence of its com- 
mercial. regulations, the natural laws of trade 
would resume their ascendency, and the services 
of the commercial classes of the North be no longer 
required, Her tonnage now is inconsiderable, and 
‘her shipping would at first be insufficient for the 
great.demands of our exports and imports; but the 
English ship-owners would underbid those of the 
North, who would not be required to serve us in 
this way. 

What would be the effects of all this upon the 
great commercial marts now revelling in opulence? 
——upon her flourishing manufacturing towns, swel- 
ling into the importance of cities ?—upon her vast 
tonnage, increasing with the increase of southern 
productions? I leave these to be answered by the 
demagogue who, in the event of dissolution, would 
be doomed to howl forever amid the desolation he 
will have caused. k 

The Federal Government raises annually from 
imports more than thirty millions of dollars, which 
go into the national treasury, and indirectly an 
immense sum is levied upon the South for the ben- 
efit of northern manufacturers. This revenue is 
expended chiefly in the North; and while the 
South pays tribute to this Government, she is 
scarcely permitted to share in the largess. 

Under a separate southern confederation, we 
would be relieved of these burdens; the wealth of 
our soil would accumulate in the hands of its nat- 
ural proprietors, to be expendéd within our own 
limits in works of utility and taste. ; 

Our monopoly of the valuable staples of cotton, 
tobacco, sugar, and rice, would insure us the chief 
control of the commerce of the world. Our natu- 
ral facilities of intercommunication would invite 
an extended internal commerce. Holding the 
mouth of the Mississippi, and the most important 
part of its navigable trank, all the produce of the 
non-slaveholding States, which seeks egress to 
the ocean through its channel, would pay us trib- 
ute. Cuba, with her institution of slavery and 
kindred sympathies, is ready to spring into our 
embrace, and a field of indefinite extension invites 
us south and west of the Rio Grande. With these 
views of future wealth and grandeur lightening up 
the path of our destiny, can you believe that we 
fear to tread it alone? When these points, barely 
noticed in my remarks, are fully elaborated in all 
their amplitude before the Southern Convention to 
assemble in Nashville in June next, can you doubt 
the unanimity of the South? I believe that love 
of the Union is still strong with the southern peo- 
ple; but will it be increased bya bold and free 
discussion of these topics? 

The objects of this convention are to maintain 
the rights of the South, under the Constitution, 
and save the Union; but I submit to the considera- 
tion of the representatives of the North, if it would 
not be better, by a timely display of magnanimity 
on their part, to concede the one object, and there- 
by accomplish the other, without forcing us to this 
perilous expedient? The meeting of this conven- 
tion is decteed by the irreversible voice of the peo- 
ple, unless the action of Congress, in due time, 
remove the causes of present complaint and futuré 
apprehension; and whilst [avow its object to be 
conservative, I should be wanting in candor were I 
not. to declare that it may lead to other and far dif- 
ferent results. The intense excitement of the pub- 
lic mind is comparatively powerless now, because 
of the diversity of views in regard to the proper 
remedy for the mischief. But this heat is favora- 
ble to fusion of mind upon subordinate details, and 
the recommendations of the convention are not 
likely to meet with a cold reception from the 
masses, especially if they are extreme or revolu- 
tionary. Their effect will be to concentrate the 
public mind upon an organized plan of action, 
which will be carried into execution with a celer- 
ity and energy which no opposition dare to encoun- 
ter. 

The meeting of the convention will be preceded 
by popular elections for delegates, occurring about 
the same time throughout the whole South. In 
this canvass all those questions which tend to the 
estrangement ofthe people from the Union will 
necessarily be introduced, and augment, without 
measure, the present excitement. With these 
causes of aggravation, who can estimate the force 
of the pressure from without upon this conven- 
tion? The continental Congress of '76 were swept 
on by the storm of popular excitement to the dec- 


dissolved our union with Great Britain. The acts 
of insult arid injury which kindled the fires of the 


revolution were tri¥ial, in comparison with those f 
which now inflame the public mind of the South. | 


Have our people forgotten the memorable decla- 
ration, that “when a long train of abuses and 
usurpations, pursuing invariably the same object, 
evinces a design to reduce them under absolute 
despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to 
throw off such government, and to provide 
new guards for their future security??? I warn 
the North, that the living truth here uttered 


| 
fi 
i 
| 
| 
| 
i 
j 


janimates every southern heart, and that every 


voice in that convention will proclaim it; that mil- 
lions of freemen will shout their joyous responses, 
until every hill and valley; of the South resound 
with the anthem. Do nat delude yourselves with the 
fatal error, that the resistance-of the South is con- 
fined to one form of aggression—the Wilmot pro- 
viso; and that your objects can be accomplished 
by adopting the substitute proposed by the Cabi- 
net, The same resistance will be offered to the ad- 
mission of California. 


more injurious to us than the application of the 
Wilmot proviso to all the Territories of the Union. 
Representation in both branches of Congress 
would instantly follow its admission, and two ad- 
ditional free-soil Senators would give efficient aid 


in extending this favored principle to our remain- į 
ing territory. The strict balance of power no | 


longer exists in the Senate, but with the aid of a 
few heroic friends from the non-slaveholding 
States, that theatre has heretofore been doubtful 
battle-ground. But with any accession to the 
strength of the North, the parliamentary struggle 
could be no longer maintained. Irom this con- 
sideration alone, the present admission of Califor- 
pia would meet with determined and unmeasured 
resistance. 


Will the representatives of the North attempt, | 


by the power of numbers, to outrage the Consti- 
tution and degrade the South by the admission of 
this Territory as a State, without the offer of some 
equivalent? I suggest to them to remember that 
we are sworn to support the Constitution, and 
could scarcely sit in tame acquiescence and wit- 
ness its open and shameful violation. The at- 
tempted consummation of such an act would be 
the overthrow of the Constitution which the 
people we represent would resist by force of arms. 
Weare here as the representatives of the people, 
but are our obligations to the Constitution and the 
South less than those of other individual citizens, 
who, in the aggregate are the people ? We assume 
additional obligations when we come as representa- 
tives; but are we relieved from those which rested | 
upon us as private citizens? My individual opin- 
ion is, that if the southern people ought to resist a 
measure of aggression, after its consummation, we 
here are under the same or a higher obligation to 
resist its consummation. These suggestions are 
made, not in the nature of threats or menace. Ido 
not underrate the firmness of the North; as a mat- 


| 


ter of discretion, itis always proper to assume that | 
yourantagonistis firm, even if the fact be doubtful. | 
But the course proper to be pursued in any and | 
every event is for the determination of southern | 


members. I am willing to suggest, and if my į 
course is not approved, to follow any path of | 
honor which may be pointed out by those who | 
are older and wiser. I trust that we shall stand | 
together as one man, and present our breasts as 
the shield of the Constitution. ~ 

Mr. BAKER. Did I understand the gentleman 
as stating that the Wilmot proviso had been defeat- | 
ed? If so, when was it defeated ? ie 

Mr. INGE. The other day when the resolution 
of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Roor] was laid 
on the table. 


We know that the latter | 
measure would be followed by immediate results | 


| An ineffectual motion was made that the com- 


mittee rise. 
Mr. HILLIARD then proceeded to address the 
committee, expressing his dissent from the policy 


|! recommended by the President in relation to Cali- 


| 
| 
| 


i fornia, and in enforcing the necessity of a com- 
plete and final settlement of the question at this 
time. 

Mr. H. had spoken some fifteen or twenty 
minutes, when he yielded to a motion that the 
committee rise. [His remarks will be published 
when corrected.] 

The motion having been agreed to, the com- 
mittee rose, 

And the House adjourned. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 

By Mr. SACKETT: A hill to establish a post read from 
Ovid Landing on Seneca Lake, to Sheldrake on Cayuga 
Lake, in Seneca county, New York. 

Also, a bill to dispose of the pudlic lands, in small quanti- 
| ties, to actual settlers free of all charge except the cost of 
survey and sale. 

Also, a bill to repeal an act entitled “ An act to extend a 
patent heretofore granted to William Woodworth,” passed 
February 26th, 1845. 

Also, # bill to prohibit slavery in all the territory belonging 
to the United States. 

By Mr. RICHARDSON: A bill to confirm titles to land to 
the heirs and devisees in certain casés. 

By Mr. HARRIS, of Hlinois: A bill to grant to each of 
the States in which public lands are situated, a quantity of 
Jand equal to one township in each land district, to aid in 
making geological and mineralogical surveys in such States 
respectively. i 


PETITIONS, &e. 

The following petitions were presented and re- 
ferred under the rule: ; 

By Mr. MILLER: The petition of William F. Bartlett 
and 85 other citizens of Morrow county, Obio, requesting 
Congress to reduce the present rates of postage by estab- 
lishing the rates of postage on prepaid letters at two cents 
per half ounce. Referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the petition of G. W. Armstrong and others, citi- 
zens of Knox county, Ohio, asking Congress to fix the rates 
of postage on prepaid letters at two cents per half ounce, 
Reférred to the same committee. 

By Mr. BURROWS: The petition of Francis O. Pratt 
and 162 others, citizens of Somerset, Niagara county, New 
York, praying Congress to establish the rate of postage on 
prepaid letters at two cents per half ounce. Referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. LITTLEFIELD: The memorial of Alexander 
Barbour, of Portland, Maine, against the renewal of the 
patent-right of Woodworth’s planing machine. Referred 
to the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. MLLLSON: The petition of George McIntosh 
and 58 others, citizens of Norfolk, asking a reduction of 
postage to two cents on all prepaid letters. Referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 

On motion by Mr. MILLSON, the petition and papers of 
William Tee were ordered to be withdrawn from the files 
of the House, and referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

By Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky: The memorial of 
Mrs. Nancy Haggard, asking the aflowance of interest on 
commutation pay granted for the services of her father, Wil- 
liam Grimes, in the revolutionary war. Referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Ciaims. 

By Mr: SWEETSER: The petition of Samuel W. Rose, 
and other citizens of Alexandria, Licking county, Ohio, 
praying Congress to reduce the rates of postage. 

By Mr. LEFFLER: The petition of Mr. E. Beardsley 
and others, citizens of iowa, praying the establishment of a 
mail route from Belleme, Jackson county via Andrew, Can- 
ton, Scotch Grove, Edinburgh, Anamosa, the county seat of 
Jones county, to Independence, the county seat of Buchanan 
county, Lowa. 

Aiso, the petition of S. P, Stoughton and others, praying 
the establishment of a mail route from Prarie du Chien to 
Independence, the county seat of Buehanan county via El- 
cader and Buffalo Grove. ‘ 

By Mr. MORRIS: ‘The petition of the citizens of Hig- 
ginsport, Brown county, Ohio, asking for the reduction of 


ostage. Referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
į Post Roads. 
By Mr. PUTNAM: The petition of Dexter Ewell and 


123 others, citizens of fhe counties of Erie and Wyoming, 
New York, asking Congress to consider “ the uuconstitu- 
tionality, injustice and oppression of the national chaplainey 
system, and abolish the office of chaplain wherever it may 
exist under the authority of Congress.” Referred to the 
| Committee on the Judiciary. 


Mr. BAKER. When the proviso comes up as 
a distinct proposition it will not be defeated. i 

Mr. INGE. But it will never come up as a dis- 
tinct proposition. You will give it the go-by. 

Mr. BAKER. 

Mr. INGE. Yes, you will give it the go-by. | 
Did you vote on the motion to lay the resolution | 
on the table? 

Mr. BAKER. No. 

Mr. INGE. Then you had better ask these who 
voted to lay it on the table. 

Mr. INGE having concluded— 


laration of American independence, which forever j| 


Mr. HILLIARD (from among many com- 
petitors) obtejned the floor. 


No, we will not. You will see. ij 


Also, the petition of Joseph R. Page and 27 others, citizens 
of Perry county, New York, praying that postage on pre- 
paid letters weighing not over half an ounce, may be estab- 
lished at two cents. 

Also, the like petitition of N. Brownson and 18 others, of 
Warsaw, New York. 

And the like petition of Daniel Burbank and 83 others, 
teachers and students in Middlebury Academy, Wyoming; 
New York, 

By Mr. HOWE: The petition of Alexander Hilands and 
| 117 others, citizens of Clarion county, Pennsylvania, praying 
Congress to change- the tariff laws, and for an inerease of 
duties upon certain articles, Referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. s 
| Also, the petition of G. A. Elliott and 58 others, citizens 
| of the same eounty, upon the same subject. Referred to the 
same. committee. 

Also, the petition of John Painters and 4% others, citizens 
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of the same county, upon the same subject. Réferred tö the 
aame committee. 


By Mc. LEFFLER :, The petition of David G. Bates, ask- | 


img Congress to refund the taxes’ paid’ on lead smelted pridr 
to, 1830. gas a 

By Mr: THOMPSON; of Towa: The petition of 140 citi; 
zens of the frontier counties onthe Des: Moines river in the 
State of fowa, praying: forthe establishment of a mititary 
postat Lizzard Fork on said river, for the protection of said 
frontier against Uieugeressions:of the-Indians. 
the Committee ón Military Affairs, 

By Mr. McLANAHAN: The petition of citizens of Perry 
county, Pennsylvania; thr areductiun: in the rates.of post- 
ner. Beferred to the Conmitiee on the Post Office and Post 

oads. a 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of citizens of 
Danvilleyant: vicinity, for a mail route from Danvillé via 
Pilot, Middie. Fork, Sugar Grove, Ten Mile Grove, and: An- 
cords, to Poutiac. Raterret to the Coinmittee on the Post 
Office. and Post: Roads: 

Aiso, the petition for the same purpose, from the citizens 
of Pontiac, and vicinity. Referred to the Committee onthe 
Post Office and Post Roads, . 

By Mr. BOWLIN: The memorial of the Legislature of 
Missiouri asking tie grant of alternate sections of the pub= 
lic lands, along. the Current river in said. State, for. a dis- 
tince of about one hundred miles from Jake’s Forks, to, the 
mouth, for the purpose of improving the navigation of ute 
same. 

Also, the memorial of the Legislatnre of Missouri, asking 
a arantof the inundated land, in. southeastera Missouri, to 
gaid State, tor the purpose of reclaiming and improving the 
same. 

Also, the memorial of the Legislature of Missouri; asking 
anappropriation-fariéveeing the bauks. of the: Mississippi 
river along the borders of thy counties of New Madrid, Scout, 
and Mississippi, for the purpose of rectaimitig large bodies 
of kind now rendered useless’ by overflows. All of whieh 
were referred to the Cominittee on Public Lands. 

Also, the memorial of'the Legislature of the State of Mis- 
souri, asking for the construction of a great Central Railroad 
from the Mississippi river to the bay of San Francisco, in 
California, with a branch to Oregon, for the purpose of facili- 
tating military operations, increasing commerce, enhancing 
the value of the public lands, and promoting intercourse with 
the different and distant sections of the Republic. Which 
was referred to the Committee on Publie Lands. 

By Mr. RISLEV: The petition of John Crossgrove and 
107 other citizens of Chautauque county, New: York, pray- 
ing Congress to grant an appropriation forthe improvement 
of Portland harbor, on Lake Erie. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Cominerce. 

Also, the petition of the heirs of Caspèr Rouse, deceased, 
for. remuneration for losses sustained by said Royse in the 
Revolutionary, War.. Referred to the Comittee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims. : 

By Mr. FREEDLEY: The petition of Joseph S. Penny- 
packer and 86 other citizens of Pennsylvania, asking for. 
the.passage of:a.law for.the immediate abolition of slavery 
and the slave trade inthe District of Columbia. 

By Mr. HIBBARD : The petition of Silas Waterman, of 
Lebanon, New Hampshire, an invalid soldier of the last 
war with Great Britain; praying for an increase of bis pen- 
sion ; which was referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. 

By Mr. HARLAN: The petition of James T, Bliss and 
46: other persons of the: counties.of Allen and De Kalb, in 


the State of Indiana, praying for the suppression of the slave: 


trade by means of a vigorous system of colonization. Re- 
ferred to the Judiciary Committee... 

. Also, the petition of John Taylor; and 52 others: of the 
counties of. Blackford, Delaware, and Grant, in’ the State of 


Indiana, deploring the manifold evils of war, and believing: 


it possible to supersede, in:most cases, its alleged necessity, 
by the adoption of wise and peaceable substitutes; and re~ 
questing Congress to take such action as it may deem best 
in favorof a Congress of: Nations for the-accomplishment.of 
so desirable an object.: Referred to. the Committee on: For- 
eign Relations. ki SaN ee 

‘Also, the petition of A, D. Goble and 92° others, of the 
counties. of Noble and ‘Whitley, in the State of-Indiana, 
praying for the establishment of a postroute from: Columbia, 
in, Whitley county. via _Pawpano. to, Wolf .Lake, in Noble, 
county. Referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. . y 

‘By. Mr. CABLE, of Ohio: Several petitions numerously: 
signed by citizens of Carroll and Columbiana, for the estab- 
heahment of a mail route from Carrollton to Salem, Ohio. 

Also, two petitions from M. O, Junkin, John Downs, and 
174 others, of Steubenville, Ohio, for “ land limitation and 
freedom of the public lands.” a . 

Also, the petition of C. C. Walcott and 25 others, propri- 
etors and workmen of the woollen factory at Steubenville, 
Ohio, fur a reduction of postage. a g 

Also, from-the county officers of Jefferson county, Ohio, 
on. the same subject. 

Also, from J. Cattell, Esq., and 35. others, 
county, Ohio, on the same subject. : 

Also, from George Ci Baldwin and 36 others, of Maho- 
ning count, Nio, on the same subject. i 

Also, from ihe gentemen of the Steubenville (Ohio) bar, 
on the same subject. ł 

Also, a memorial, 
Ohio; asking bounty 
in the war of 1812. i : i 

Also, the petition of Nathan Winteringer, asking remuner- 
ation for the loss of a boat and load of flour at New. Or- 
leans, during the siege of that city, in 1815 ;—all of which 

referred to appropriate committees. 

Mr CABLE also asked leave to withdraw from. the: files- 
of the House the papers of Charles Foreman, and refer 
them to the Committee on on Claims. . . 

Also, to withdraw from tee fites of the House the papers: 
of James Mackall; and that they be referred tothe Commit- 

Slaims. - 

rates THURMAN: The petition of M. K. Platt and 90 
others, praying Congress to levy an additional duty on iron. 
imported into the United States, and ‘to make the said duty 
specific. Referred to the Committee on Manufactures. 


of.. Columbiana 


from John Harman, Esq, of Ravenna, 
lands for himself and all other soldiers 


H Senators and requesting their Representatives to 


Referred'to |f 


IN SÈNATE U 
| Tubsbar, February 12, 1856 
Mr: WHITCOMB presented:a joint. resolution 
of the Legislature. of. Indiana, instructing their 


use their influence in’ obtaining the passage of a 
law: requiring that all suits:brought: in: the United 
States: courts, involving questions.of patent-rights 
brought by patentees and their assigns who arein- 
solvent, may. be compelled: to. give security for 
costs of suit, or in default thereof that the suit may | 
be dismissed; which was referred to' the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary and‘ ordered to'be printed. 

Mr. HAMLIN. presented: twenty-four: petitions 
from’ citizens of Maine, asking that the spirit ra- 
tion may be abolished in the navy of the United 
States. ' 

Also, a like number of petitions from citizens of 
the same State, asking that flogging may be abol- 
ished in the navy of the United States; which sev- 
eral petitions were referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. | i 

Mi. COOPER presented a. communication: from 
Robert W. Patterson, director‘of the United States 
Mint at Philadelphia, in relation to.the capacity: of 
the mint, and in relation to the establishment-of a 
branch mint at New York; which was referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

Also, the memorial of John 8. Van Dyke, legal 
representative of Henry Van Dyke, late a Jieutén- 
antin the navy, asking the payment of certain 
prize money to which he claims to be entitled; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Also, five petitions from citizens of Pennsylva- 


1846; and the imposition of specific instead of ad | 
valorem duties; which were referred’ to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Also, a memorial of the Philadelphia Board of 
Trade, asking an appropriation for completing the 
breakwater in the Delaware Bay. 

Also, a, memorial’ of citizens of Philadelphia, 
asking the construction of ice harbors in the Del- 
aware river; which several memorials were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Philadelphia, 


was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Also, a petition of citizens of the State of Penn- 
sylvania, asking the establishment of a mail route 
from Beaver to Erie, in that State; which was re- 
ferred*to the Committee on the Post. Office and 
Post Roads. . 

108 citizens of Chenango county, in'the State of | 
New York, asking that néwspapers may” bé ex- | 


i 


empt frompostage within a limited distance from | 
the places of publication. i 
Also; a petition from the president, professors, | 
and teachers of the New York Institution for the | 
Deaf‘and’ Dunib, asking a’ reduction of the rates | 
of postage} which’ several petitions’ were referred | 
to the Committee on’ the Post Office and Post | 
Roads. f | 
Mr. FOOTE presénted’a’ memorial of the regis- | 
ter and receiver of the land office at Washington, | 
Mississippi; asking to be allowed commissions on | 
entries of bounty land warrants; which he moved : 
to refer to the Committee on Public Lands. j 
Mr. DODGE, of lowa, suggested that the me- : 
morial ‘had ‘better lie on the table, as a general bill | 
had ‘already been reported; and the memorial was | 
laid on the table. : 
Mr. FOOTE also presented the memorial of; 
Albert B. Norton and others, seamen in the naval 
service during the late war with Mexico, calling | 
the attention of Congress to the hardships endured ; 
by them on an inclement coast, and the fatiguing | 
inland marches and attacks made by them in the | 
capacity of soldiers, and asking that the same | 
right of bounty land may be extended to them as ; 
was granted to the army; which he moved to refer ; 
to the Committee'on Public Lands. i 
Mi. FELCH suggested that it would be better 
to refer thé memorial ‘to the Committee on Mili- 
ry Affairs, as some had taken ‘that direction, . 
while others had been sent to the Committee on 
Public Lands, which’ committee. had’ been ~dis- 
charged from. their consideration, and. they had. 


A i 


been referred to the Committee on Military, Af: 
fairs. 


nia, asking the repeal or modification of the tariff of |) 


asking a reduction of the rates of postage; which ;; 


Mi.: SEWARD 'presentéd’a petition, signed by. i 


The meorial was teférred tothe Committee on 
E E a Se 
ot TCHISON sprésented. the petition of ci 
zens of Missouri, asking’ the establishment of 
mail route from the Iron: Mountain to Greenville 

Gommit- 


į 


in that State; which was réferréd’ to` the 
teë on the Post Office and: Post- Roads: 
Mr. KING presented the memorial: of the heirs 
of Perez Morton, ‘asking indemnity for French 
Spoliations prior to 1800; which was ordeted to lie 
on the table. Se Se 
Mr. SHIELDS presented a petition front Gar- 
ret Burns, asking to be allowed’a' pension in con- 
sideration of. wounds received in‘ the military: Ber- 
vice-of the United.States;. which was: referred. to 
| the Committee on Pensions. $ 
Also, a petition from members of the Presbyté- 
rian: Church. in: Augusta, Ilinois, asking a reduc- 
| tion of the rates of postage; which was referred. to 
| the Committee on. the Post Office and Post Roads. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts,:. presented a 
memorial from. Franklin. Drury and other citizens 
of Massachusetts, engaged. in the manufacture. of 
| shoe lasts, asking: that the.patent-right of Thomas 
Blanchard: may be protected fror violation; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. f pe 
Also, a memorial from. the’. manufacturers of 
boots. and shoes in the county of Middlesex, State 
of Massachusetts, remonstrating: against, any: ine 
crease of duties on. shoemakers’ lasts, and- stating 
i that shoe and bootmakers’ lasts have been: manu~ 
|factured by the. machine. for turning. irregular 


|| forms patented. to Thomas. Blanchard for nearly 


thirty years; that the patent has been twice re- 
| newed, the last renewal to. take effect on the 20th 
| January, 1848; that, before the last renewal, the 
market was well. supplied with lasts at a‘reason+ 
able. price, but that since its renewal Blanchard 
has demanded such prices for running his machine 
that. some of the licensees who formerly used it 
i have refused to take licenses from him,and pray 
that no. additional duties. may: be levied on the 
importation of lasts into this country. The menro- 
rial was laid on the table. = 
| Also, a petition from the citizens of Worcester, 
| Massachusetts, numerously signed, to the same 
| effect as the above; which was ordered to lie’ on 
‘i the table. 

Mr. BALDWIN presented the memorial of 
l Philo S. Beers and other: citizens of the United 
|, Statés, showing that after the expiration of the 
| patent granted to Thomas Blanchard for an engine 
ii for turning irregular bodies, and before its. renew- 
i al by the act of 30th June, 1834, the memorialists 
|| and’ those under: whom. they. claim; rightfully: 
|| erected. machines. for the, purpose of putting: said: 
invention « into’ use, and: were «protected in. the: 
enjoyment. thereof .by:4.special : provision:in:sai 
| renewal act of 1834; but which was inadvertently 
| omitted in the act of renewal of 15th. February, 
| 1847, and asking. a re-enactment of the: same; 
! which was referred to the. Gommittee on the Judi- 
| ciary. oi tad 
l Wise, a petition: from :citizens of New: Haven, 
| asking -the establishment of a uniform rate.of post- 
i age at two cents:iper half.ounce for prepaid letters. 


l “Also, a petition of the professors and students of 


| Yale. Theological Seminary, in New Haven, Con- 
| necticut, in favor of reducing postage to two cents 
; per half ounce on all letters prepaid; which several 
| petitions were referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. . 
: Mr. DICKINSON presented a memorial from 
i citizens of Niagara county, New York, asking the 
| construction of a ship canal between Lake Ontario 


l and Lake Erie and around the Sault de Ste. Marié; 


which. was. referred to the Committee,on: Roads 
and Canals. A pha 
| Also, a memorial from the heirs: of Ebenezer 
‘ Harrington, a revolutionary” officer, asking to be 
| allowed his half-pay; which’ was referred to the 
| Committee on Military Afairs.: ` 
‘Also, two petitions: from citizens of New York, 
in favor of cheap postage: : 
: Also, the wevierial of Haym M: Salomon, heir 
, of Haym: Salomon, asking the repayment of ad- 
‘vances Made by his father during the revolution: 
aty war} Slag war referred to the Committee on 
evolutionary Claims. 
catia a memória] from Wm, E. McMaster, ask- 
ing that hé‘may be authorized to execute for the 
Government portraits of Presidents. — 
Po “Powill remark (said Mr. D.) that this young gen- 
| Hleman is one of high promise, not unknown in the 


| 
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galleries of art, and that to his merits testimonials 
will soon be found on the walls of this Capitol. To 
his memorial I desire to cal! the attention-of the Sen- 
ate, but especially I desire to call to it the attention 
of.the Library Committee. 

Many of the States of this Union have preserved 
the portraits of their Governors, Chief Justices, 
and other eminent citizens, but the General Govern- 
ment has not been so careful in this respect, so far 
as my knowledge extends. I hope this subject 
will have the early attention of the Library Com- 
mittee, and that the Senate will hear from them 
thereon at an early day. 

Mr. BRADBURY submitted additional docu- 
ments relative to the claim of James Wright for a 
pension; which was referred to the Committee on 

ensions. 

Mr. B. also presented the memorial of John O. 
Means, asking compensation for services as acting | 
Purser in the Navy; which was referred to the) 
Coramittee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. CLARKE presented the petition of the 
Merchants’ Bank of Providence, Rhode Island, 
asking a reduction of the rates of postage; which | 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. C. also presented the petition of Nancy | 
Bowen, widow of a deceased naval seaman, asking 
to be placed on the pension roll; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. MILLER presented a petition of citizens of 
Burlington, New Jersey, asking a reduction of the 
rates of postage; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. HOUSTON presented the petition of citi- | 
zens of Walker county, Texas, asking the estab- 
lishment of a post office at Hegeia, in that State; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. f 

Mr. H. also presented the memorial of Daniel | 
V. Quenaudon, in behalf of himself and the volun- | 
teers who served in the. Seminole war, asking to 
be allowed bouńty lands; which was referred to į 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. H. also presented a petition of citizens of 
Dutchess county, New York, asking that the im- 
portation of intoxicating liquors into the United 
States may be prohibited; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Mr. HALE submitted an additional document 
relating to the petition of Lois Brewster, late Lois 
Drew; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. . 

Mr. H. also presented the petition of citizens of | 
Leominster, Massachusetts, asking the adoption of | 
amicable measures for the adjustment of interna- || 
tional controversies; which was referred to the | 
Committee on Foreign Relations. | 


Mr. EL. also presented a petition of members of | 
the Exeter House of Delegates, in New Hamp- |! 
shire; a petition of citizens of Vermont; a petition || 
of citizens of Massachusetts, and two petitions of f 
citizens of Maine, asking a reduction of the rates |! 
of postage; which were severally referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. H. further presented a petition of citizens 
of New York, asking that the rates of postage | 
may be reduced and the franking privilege abol- 
ished; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 4 

Mr. I. also presented three petitions of citizens | 
of Dover, New Hampshire, asking that corporal 
punishment in the Navy. may be abolished; which || 
were referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. | 

Mr, Fi. also presented two petitions of citizens | 
of Dover, New Hampshire, asking that the spirit 
ration in the Navy may be abolished; which were | 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

SLAVERY IN THE TERRITORIES. 

Mr. HALE. Ihave also received and been 
requested to present a petition, signed by 1,483 
women of Dover, New Hampshire, praying that 
slavery may not be extended into the Territories 
of New Mexico and California. I wish thatit be 
received and referred to the Committee on the 
Territories. 

Mr. MANGUM. The question on its reception ; 
is raised, sir. a 


| voted against the reception of that petition; but I 


Mr. HALE. I desire the petition to be read, | 
that the Senate may understand its purport. i 
Mr. KING. I move to lay the motion of re- | 
ception on the table. 


Mr. HALE. Let the petition be read first. 


| lows: 


| verbally be made by the introducer.” 


SEVERAL Senators. No, no. 

Mr. BUTLER. There is an objection to the 
reading. I understand the Senator from Alabama 
to move that the motion. to receive be laid on the 
table. I inquire if it can be read until it is re- | 
ceived. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The reading of the 
petition is called for. The petition will be read. 

The petition was then read by the Secretary. 
“To the Honorable the Senate and House of . 

Representatives of the United States of America: 


“The undersigned women, of Dover, New Hampshire, 
respectfully request that slavery may not be extended into 
the ‘Territories of New Mexico and California.” 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the motion to lay the question of reception on the 
table. 


Mr. HALE. I ask for the yeas and nays. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. Iwas about to rise for that 
purpose. 


The yeas and nays were ordered, and, being 
taken, were— A 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Benton, Berrien, Borland, But- 
ler, “Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Dickinson, 
Houston, Hunter, King, Mangum, Mason, Rusk, Sebastian, 
Sturgeon, Turney, and Underwood—19. 

NAVS—Messrs. Baldwin, Bradbury, Bright, Chase, 
Clarke, Cooper, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, 
Dodge of Towa, Dodge of Wisconsin, Douglas, Feleh, 
Groene, Hate, Hamlin, Jones, Miller, Norris, Phelps, Sew- 
ard, Shields, Smith, Spruance, Wales, and Walker—26. 


So the motion to lay the question of reception 
on the table was rejected. 

Mr. DOUGLAS rose when his name was called 
and said: A memorial requiring non-action having 
been received the other day, on the motion to lay 
the question of reception of this memorial on the 
table I vote “ No”? 

Mr. HALE. I move to refer the memorial to 
the Committee on the Territories. 

Mr. MASON. The‘motion just taken was a 
motion to lay the question of reception upon the 


table. Inow move that the petition be laid upon 
the table: 
Mr. HALE. I riseto a question of order. Can 


that motion be put before the question of reception 
has been acted upon? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair under- 
stood that there was no further objection to the 
reception from the Senate. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Before the question is put, I 
wish to say one word. 1 shall vote now that the 
petition be received. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair under- 


stands the petition to be received. 


| for action on the part of Congress ? 
| know that without some such action, every State 


Mr. DAVIS. Now read the parliamentary law. 

The Secretary read section 19 of Jefferson’s 
Manual, on the subject of “Petitions,” as follows: 

“A petition prays something. A remonstrance has no 
prayer. Petitions must be subscribed by the petitioners, un- 
Jess they are attending, or unable to sign, and averred by a 
member. Buta petition not subscribed, but which the 
member presenting it affirmed to be all in the handwriting 
of the petitioner, and bis name written in the beginning, was 
‘on the question (March 14, 1800) received by the Senate. 
The averment of a member, or of somebody without doors, 
tbat they know the handwriting of the petitioners, is neces- 
sary, if it be questioned. Jt must be presented by a mem- 
ber—not by the petitioners—and must be opened by him, 
holding it in his hand. 

“Regularly a motion for receiving it must he made and 
seconded, and a question put whether it shall be received? 
But a ery from the House of ‘received,’ or even its silence, 
dispenses with the formality of this question. Itis then to 
be read at the table and disposed of.”? 

Mr. KING. I did not regard it as a matter of 
very great importance whether that memorial was 
received or not. A majority of the Senate have 
decided to receive it. The object which I had in 
view was, that at this particular period, when 
there is so much excitement, not only here, but 
throughout the land on this slavery question, we 
should not, by any action of ours, increase the ex- 
citement, and that we might not contribute to the 
agitation which already exists, and which may do 
incalculable mischief. 1 am disposed to let the 
memorial take the course which other memorials 
take. As to the non-action of which the honora- 
ble Senator from Illinois speaks, I think it is 
absurd to say that this petition prays for non- 
action. What do they ask? They ask that by 
action of Congress slavery shall be prohibited from 
going into the Territories. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. J think the honorable Sena- 
tor is mistaken. j . 

Mr. KING. No, sir, I am not mistakep. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Task that the petition may 
be read. 

The petition was again read. $ 

Mr. KING. Very well. Does the Senator pre- 
tend that the prayer of the petition does not call 
Does he not 


has an equal right in this territory, and that ever 

citizen of the United States can go to those Terri- 
tories and carry his property of every description 
with him. And yet he says this petition requires 
non-action. Sir, Í do not understand it so. Gen- 
tlemen may receive such memorials as they please, 
and discuss them so as to increase the agitation on 
this subject of slavery, but I tell them now that 


Mr DOUGLAS. I objected, sir, before the 
question of reception was taken. i 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question, then, f 
is now on the reception of the petition, H 

Mr. DOUGLAS. What I have to say is this: |! 
The other day a petition, or the proceedings of a i! 
meeting, was received here, asking non-action 
upon the subject of slavery in the Territories. It} 
was insisted that that should be received, although | 
it related to this slavery agitation question, be 
cause there was a clear distinction between a pe- 
tition asking non-action and one requiring action. 
I did not perceive the distinction as clearly as the 
Senate did; and,as i have been opposed to the re- |. 
ception of petitions on this agitating question, I 


| 
f 

| 
| 


was in a minority of two out of fifty Senators. ; 
Here, too, sir, is a petition asking non-action, that 
slavery shali not be extended. It is a petition 
against action by this Government, and the ex- 
tending of slavery to the Territories. It asks 
non-action, and nothing but non-action. I now | 
vote, in order to get into line with the decision of į 
the Senate, to receive this petition, becayse the | 
Senate, by a unanimous vote, with the exception |! 
of myself and one other Senator, has decided that || 
i 
1 


petitions not praying for the action of this body | 
were to be received. My object is to find out a 
rule that will be adhered to, whether the petition || 
comes from the North or from the South, and that |! 
gentiemen will vote alike on the question, no mat- | 
ter from what latitude the petition comes. i 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I hope we shall || 
have the rule of the Senate on this subject read. 
The Secrerary read from the 25th rule, as fol- 


f 
H 
ik 


x 
‘¢ Before any petition or memorial addressed to the Senate H 
shall be received and read at the table, whether the same |! 
shall be introduced by the President or a member, a brief i 
statement of the contents of the petition or memorial shall i! 


u 


im 


they are drawing a fearful responsibility on them- 


! selves, and that they will be responsible if the ex- 
‘| citement goes much further. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I will tell the honorable Sen- 
ator that I do know that every citizen and each 


; State has an equal right in the Territories. I have 
| no question about that. And I have as little doubt 


that slavery does not, and cannot exist in the Ter- 
ritories unless it is extended there. I have as little 
doubt that by existing law slavery is now prohib- 
ited in California and New Mexico, as certainly as 
in Massachusetts or in New York. I have as litle 
doubt that this is a question which is settled not 
only by the laws of nations, but by the decisions 
of the Supreme Court of the United States; that 
the existing laws of Mexico, or the laws as they 
existed at the time of the acquisition of that coun- 
try, remain in force and unaltered, except so faras 
they are in violation of the Constitution of the 
United States. The law establishing the Catholic 
church in those countries is not in force, because 


| that is in violation of the Constitution of the United 


States, and hence it ceased to exist the moment the 
country was acquired by us. But am I to be told 
that the law of Mexico, which was a law adopted 
by the people themselves, prohibiting slavery, is a 
law in violation of the Constitution of the United 
States? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 
law. 

Mr. KING. 
taken. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. It may be that I am entirely 
istaken, but I think the gentleman from Ala- 
bama will find it difficult to prove it, as I am pre- 
pared to show that slavery was abolished by the 
constitutional and legal authorities of Mexico be- 
fore New Mexico was acquired by us. I am also 
prepared to show that the honorable Senator from 
Mississippi [Mr. Davis] was mistaken when he 
said it was adopted simply on the military edict of 


There is no such 


The gentleman is entirely mis- 


_ and hold now, that if the people of California 


. Talk to me about the rights of the North, or the 


other State to settle the question for themselves. 


1850. 
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General Guerrero. He first issued the edict, and, 
usurper as he was, the Congress of Mexico subse- 
quently confirmed the act, and not’ only-abolished 
slavery, but took that other step to: which the hon- 
ovable Senator from Mississipplalluded, and pro- 
vided for compensation to the owners. But, sir, 


they went further and prohibited. slavery jn the 
future. . $ ; 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, (in his seat.) |] 
When? ` ag EN : 
ae DOUGLAS. I think it was by an act in 

A l | 

Mr. SHIELDS. In 1835. ‘ 

Mr. WALKER. ` In 1837. i . 


Mr. DOUGLAS. If the question is contro- 
verted here, I am ready toenter intò the discus- 
sion of that question at any time, upon a reason- 
able notice, and to show that by the constituted 
authority and constitutional authority of Mexico 
slavery was prohibited in Mexico at the time of 
the acquisition, and that prohibition was acquired 
by us with the soil and that when we acquired 
the territory; we acquired it with that attached to 
it—that covenant running with the soil—and that 
must continue, untess removed by competent au- | 
thority. And because there was a prohibition 
thus attached to the soil, I have always thought it 
was an unwise, unnecessary, and onjusüfable 
course on the part of the people of the free States 
to require Congress to put. another prohibition on 
the top of that one. It has been the strongest ar- 
gument that I have ever urged against the prohi- 
bition of slavery in the territories, that it was not 
necessary for the accomplishment of their object. 
It was unwise, it was unnecessary, it was irritating 
one section of the Union against another, without 
doing any good, or even accomplishing the object 
in view by the other section. 1 have always held 
that doctrine. I have opposed the Wilmot pro- 
viso on other grounds; that it was in violation of 
the great fundamental principle of self-government; 
that it was a question which the people should be 
left to decide for themselves. I havealways held, 


want slavery they have a right to it, and if they | 
do not, it should not be forced upon them. They 
have as much right as the people of Illinois or any 
I go further, and I hold that to prohibit slavery in 
the territories, whilst it is a violation of the great | 
fandamental principles of self-government, 1s no | 
violation of the rights of the southern States. | 
I go further, that to recognize the institution 
of slavery in the Territories is no violation of 
the rights of the northern States. In that sense, 
neither have a right there, in my opinion, to do 
either. Either to prohibit or establish slavery, 
by an act of Congress, over a people not rep- 
resented here, is a violation of the rights of | 
the people of California. Their rights are’ to 
be affected, their rights are to be violated by an act 
of Congress, when they are not represented here. | 


rights of the South ! Neither has any rights there, 
so far as the institution of slavery 1s concerned. 
Why, sir, the principle of self government is, that 
each community shall settle this question for it- 
self; and I hold that the people of California have ; 
the right either to prohibit or establish slavery, 
and we have no right to complain, either in the 
North or the South, whichever they do, „1 hold 
that, till they do establish it, the prohibition of 
slavery in the territories which we acquired by 
treaty attached to the soil and remains in force. 
I hold it as a legal proposition. Lam ready to 
maintain it, either on the fundamental principles 
of law or the authority. of the Supreme Court of 
the United States; as a principle of law and a prin- 
ciple, sir, that while.it. may be controverted, can 
never be overturned. Hence I say that whilst 
this petition only asks Congress that slavery shall) 
not be extended to New Mexico and California, | 
the fair interpretation of the petition Is that Con- 
gress Shall pass no law to extend it there, or recog- 
nize its existence there. This is a petition for non- 
action as much as the petition which came from 
North Carolina the other day, which prayed that 
the Wilmot proviso should not be extended there. 
If one is received the other should be. i 
Mr. BUTLER. Will the Senator from Illinois 
allow me to ask one question? Lask the Senate 
and him, whether the South, or any southern 
member, or any body else, in this chamber, or 


any where else, has introduced any proposition to 


| him prove it. 


extend slavery into the new Territories? Nevers 
we never “expressed such a wish. All we ask is 
that you will “keep your hands off.” We want 
no extension. . Let us alone. ‘That is all we ask. 
And-yet here it is asserted.and argued as thougha 


“proposition had been or would be made to extend 


slavery... The truth is, there are too many memo- 
rials to prohibit slavery, as the gentleman very 
properly says, but there have been none to extend 
it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Iam glad the Senator from 
South Carolina has asked: this question, for this 
reason: 1 have had many. explanations to give to 
my own constituents, and I have iven them in all 
sincerity, that they utterly misunderstood the re- 
quests and demands of our southern brethren 
when they supposed that they called upon us to 
extend slavery in the Territories. it has given 
me more trouble to explain that point than any 


i other. 


The impression has unfortunately gone abroad 
that southern men ask men from the North to 
come to their aid and help them to extend-slavery 
into Territories now free. I have uniformly main- 
tained that the South asked no such thing; that it 
was imputing to them that which they utterly 
denied; and, furthermore, it was impuling to them 
a desire to do that which they denied their or our 
power under the Constitution to do; that the posi- 
tion of southern gentlemen was that Congress had 
no power to legislate upon this subject, either for 
or against; that whilst | would not raise the ques- 
tion of power, inasmuch as it had been exercised, 
and I had affirmed and voted for it as a compro- 
mise, I predicated my objection to the exercise of 
the power upon the ground that to do it was a vio- 
lation of the great and fundamental principle of 
free government, which asserts that each commu- 
nity shall settle this and all other questions affect- 
ing their domestic institutions by themselves, and 
in their own way; and for the Congress of the 
United States to interfere and do it for them when 
they were unrepresented here, was a violation of 
their rights, of which they would have reason to 
complain. That, sir, has been my position upon 
this question. I have never seen but one intima- 
tion that I thought’ was repugnant to that principle 
by southern gentlemen. 1 think I did understand 
—but I hope I misconceived his meaning—the 
honorable Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Davis} 
to say the other day that the peopie of the South 
would be content with nothing short of the exten- 
sion of the Missouri compromise to the Pacific, 
with an express recognition of the right to hold 
slaves in the Territories south of that line. If that 
was his doctrine it was an assertion in my opinion 
of the duty of Congress to pass an act to extend, 
slavery there, and for that reason I was——— 

Mr. FOOTE. Will my friend allow me to m- 
terrupt him for a moment? 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I shall only detain the Senate | 


a minute longer. I was astonished to hear that 


statement by the Senator from Mississippi, but it | 


was immediately disavowed by others, and J pre- 
sumed Í had misunderstood him. : 1 

Mr. FOOTE. Lam sorry to trespass upon the 
attention of the honorable Senator from Hiinois; 


but as the hour has arrived for taking up the spe- | 


cial order, I would suggest the propriety of passing 
by this matter informally. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. | will state to the Senate that 
I have done. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I will nov de- 
tain the Senate long. The Senator from Ilinois 
has announced that he will prove that there was a 
law in Mexico which prohibited slavery ih Mexico, 
and which is now in force, if that position be con- 
troverted. I wish to give him notice that it is con- 
troverted; and | tell him also that i wish to hear 


spoke advisedly when | said that the abolition of 
slavery, not its prohibition, rested on the decree of 
General Guerrero; and I will also correct him in 
his date. It was not in the year 1834 or 1835, but 
in the year 1837, that Congress legislated, and then 
they legislated by the first declaration that slavery 
was, or literally remained abolished. The ‘legis- 
lation was an admission of the force of the decree— 
not original legislation bearing upon the subject. 
Nory was the legislation in this instance a prohibi- 
tion; and I give the Senator from Hlinois notice of 


| the point upon which his position will be contro- 


verted, and L expect to hear him prove it”. ; 
Mr. MANGUM. Will the honorable Senator 


‘postpone the remainder of 


I tell the Senator further, that I| 


that the-Senator-from Georgia: may proceed? i 
: Mr DAVIS. I-do-notintend to detainithe Sen-: 
ate long, and certainly I will not trespass.upon: the 
honorable Senator-from Georgia:more than amin- 
ute.” -I was.going to say. that the Senator fromadl- 
linois. declares’ that: the statement: which J «made 

the other day in the. Senate, ‘wasia. proposition to 

extend slavery by the action of Congress into the 

Territories. It was. no such ‘thing. It bears no 

such construction; and I was surprised that a Sér- 

ator-on: the other side should have endeavored:to 

put that construction upon itto sustain: his argu- 

ment. Our position was from the: beginning that 

the South had aright to-go into. any Territories be- 

longing to the United States with their slave prop- 

erty. This isa right dependant on their joint 

ownership; and I then stated, in the spirit of com- 

promise, a desire not. to. present any. extreme 

claim, that that pretension would be continued, 

but not insisted on. beyond the line of 36° 30', 
thus narrowing. down the claim which the South 
had made. A 

Nor, sir, was my language susceptible of any 
such misconstruction as an assertion that it. was 
an irreversible perpetuation of slayery anywhere; 
for every sane man knows that in whatever 
longitude or latitude in these United States a. State 
may be situated, such sovereign State can decide 
the matter for itself. A community dependent 
upon the United States—and of these many such 
have existed in our history--may not have pawer 
to legislaté for itself. It'is a sovereign State. to 
which I concede that power The very fact of 
dependence is against the supposition of. such 
power as is claimed by the Senator from Illinois 
for territorial communities ; while no sane man can, 
deny that it exists in Massachusetts, in Maine, and 
in hyperborean regions if we had States there. 

Mr. BUTLER. I have some petitions to offer 
which require immediate action; for, if they are 
not acted upon now, or at a very early period, 
that action will answer no purpose. And yet 
every morning the gentleman representing a minor- 
ity monopolizes the whole time of this Senate by 
resolutions such as this, producing nothing. but. 
mischief, without rebuke, and it would almost 
seem with the countenance of those who vote for 
his resolutions. Can this be tolerated? that the 
time of the Senate, the Legislature of the United 
States, should be appropriated by mischievous 
incendiaries, who claim the right of introducing 
petitions, resolutions, memorials, and propositions: 
of this kind to the Senate? Sir, I have business, 
which requires legislation, and yet every morning 
that gentleman. takes:.up. the whole time. of; the: 
Senate by.propositions.of: this. kind... He has. the.. 
whole: time of the Senate. to. himself. A. mere; 
minority comes: here and produces ‘all this: mis- 
chief, and stands unrebuked, as faras I can see, 
by the Senate. L know, sir, it is a part of his 
existence; I am but giving him food upon which 
he can feed. He lives, sir, upon mischief; it is 
the very food that sustains him, and I know, that 
Lam not rebuking him. . Sir, it is intolerable that, 
a miserable minority, a dangerous incendiary, a 
madman, if you choose, should come here and 
interfere with the rights of others. ~{Loud cries 
of “Order,” “order. 7} 

Mr. HALE. I have buta word to say, sir. 
The Senator from South Carolina says that Í live 
upon mischief, and that he furnishes me the food 
upon which I live. If that be the case, it is clear 
ihat not I, but he, isto blame. He has denounced 
me as a miserable minority, and charges me with: 
trespassing upon the privileges of the Senate. Leave. 
the question to be decided by others who:itus that: 
trespasses upon the privileges of the Senate. Bat, 
sir, he will have to talk louder, and threaten-more, 
and denounce more before he. can shut my mouth: 
here. } have taken up the whole time-of the Sen- 
ate, have 1? I have taken. two mornings only in 
presenting petitions since 1850. commenced—the 
other day and this morning; and so far from oceu- 
pying the time of the Senate, as Í have just been 
charged with doing, J have confined myself simply 
to stating what the nature of the petition was. _ The 
talk does-not come from this ‘miserable minori- 
ty3”? it comes from the majority, to whom I. will 


notapply adjectives, though Thave enough of them 
not APE ychLeould apply ifLchose. The mischief, 
sir, comes from the majority, that wants to tread 


down this minority, and wants to make them more 
miserable than they really are. Miserable as they 
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arë; I think the Senator from South Carolina will | 
find out that our.powers of speech arenotexhausted; | 


and, whilst we can exercise it within the provisions 
of the Constitution, it: willbe exercised at any and 
all hazards. Weare not to be frightened, ‘sir, cut 
of our rights; we arenot to be frightened by denun- 
ciation; we-are not te be frightened even by threats 
of dangers personally:to ourselves Smalland few 
as: we are, we are: not the miserable cowards that 
canbe driven: from ‘the assertion and: the:mainte= 
nance of our rights. « Sir; New Hampshire blood 
does not course*through: coward veins.’ She: has 
tested, from. ‘the first: moment. of her existence, 
both in the Senate and ir the House of Represent- 
atives, and on thè field. of. battle, her rights; and, 
sir, she has sons:that will vindicate’ those rights 
against:foes, let them-come when’ they will, and 
where. they will; and:how they. will. -She will not 
be intimidated by ‘any language of this sort. 

"Mr: MANGUM. - I move that the further con- 
sideration of this: matter “be: postponed. until ‘to- 
morrow, and that the Senate now proceed to the 
consideration of: the special order of the day. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ADMISSION OF LADIES. 


On the motion of Mr. FOOFE, the forty-seventh 
rule of the Senate was suspended, so far as to ad- 
mit ladies to the floor to listen to the speech of the 
Senator from Georgia, [Mr. Berrien. | 


THE COMPROMISE. 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the special order, being the series of resolutions 
introduced by Mr. Cray. oui 

Mr. BERRIEN resumed and concluded the 
speech which: he ‘commenced yesterday. ~ His 
speech will be found in the Appendix. i 

Mr. PHELPS... Ido not rise to enter into this 
debate, but simply to move that the further con- 
sideration of the subjectbe postponed for the pres- 
ent: My object in making this motion is to afford 
an opportanity for the consideration of the resolu- 
tion in relation to the collection of the revenue, 
which was returned to us from the House of Rep- 
reseiitatives this: morning. It is, perhaps, not 
necessary for me to remark that, in consequence of 
the delay which has taken place in the action of 
Congressupon that subject, the Treasury Depart: 
ment-has been subjected to much embarrassment, 
For the purpose of affording an opportunity to take 
up that subject, E move that the further considera- 
tion of the question now under consideration be 
postponed. i cas 

Mr. DOWNS, Iam sorry that the honorable 
Senator from Vermont has thought it necessary to 
move the postponement of the consideration of 
these resolutions. `- T'he question which is’ chiefly 
referred to, sir, in them, 1s the great and absorbing 
question which is-oceupying the attention of the 
public mind at the present moment. And it is a’ 
matter of vastimportance thatsome decision should” 
be had upon this all engrossing and absorbing 
question; it has been dlready too iong delayed, and 
it is quite evident that very little of the business of 
legislation can ‘be done until some decision is had’ 
upon the subject. I, therefore, hope the debate’ 
will be permitted to go on, from day to day, until 
itis concluded, and that a decision will be arrived 
at, in order that ‘the excitement now existing in 
the public mind may be set at rest. I am perfectly 
willing that the resolution referred to by the Sen- 
ator from’ Vermont shall be acted upon, provided 
it docs not interfere with the progress of the dis- 
cussion upon the resolutions of the honorable Sen- 
ator from Kentucky. . There is no reason why the 
resolution: of the Senator from.Vermont may not 
be token up during:the morning hour, but I think 
it is due to every section of the country that the 

rogress of this discussion shall not be interrupted; 

think it is but jast and right that every section, 
that all parties, all interests, shall be heard in ref- 
erence to the propositions contained in those reso- 
lutions. To some of those propositions there are 
many and serious objections; and it is due to Sen- 
ators on all sides.that they should be heard in re- 
gard to them. : S 

Iam perfectly willing that the resolution referred 
to by the Senator from Vermont shall be acted 
upon; but I am not willing to disturb or postpone 
the business that is before us for a whole day, in 
order to consider that orany other subject. I hope 
that the discussion will be permitted to proceed 
without interruption. 

‘Mr. FOOTE. I perfectly concur in all that has 


“been expressed by the Senator from Louisiana. 


For one Iam unwilling to postpone'the discussion 
of this question for the purpose of: calling up res+ 
olutions upon ‘any subject. whatever. The ques- 
tions involved in the resolutions now under consid- 
erationare, in ‘magnitude, importance, and: vital- 
ity, beyond. all-comparison, above any that can be 
submitted for our consideration. I will state an 
additional reason: to those assigned by the Senator 
from Louisiana why: this ‘subject should not be 
postponed. I desire that, some of the views that 
were expressed by the honorable Senator from 
Kentucky. shall be replied to. ‘There isa portion 
of his argument that’l am anxious’ should be an- 
swered—I mean that portion which relates to the 
boundary of Texas—at as early a period as pos- 
sible; bécause I conceive, and I say it with all def- 
erence to ‘the Senator from Kentucky, that the 
views so cogently urged by him in reference to the 
Texan boundary need. an immediate response. 


Some of the views advanced by the honorable. 


Senator from Kentucky have received a response 
in part from. the gentleman from Georgia, in the 
remarks which he addressed to ‘the Senate this 
morning; but the honorable Senator from Georgia 
has pretermitted a reply to that portion of thear- 
gument of the honorable Senator from Kentucky 
which relates to the Texan boundary. I state 
these reasons, in addition to those suggested by 
the Senator from Louisiana, why this subject 
should not be postponed; and before I conclude I 
will say that I, for one, am for taking up the reso- 
lution referred to by the Senator from Vermont, 
with a view to disposing of it at once, so that 
there may be no nacessity for any longer post- 
ponement of the subject which.is ‘now under dis- 
cussion; and I am willing, if it be necessary, to 
sit here until midnight for the purpose of dispo- 
sing of it. i 

Mr. WEBSTER. Ido not desire to interfere 
in regard to’ the order of business; but I will 
merely suggest that the resolution, inasmuch as 
it has been aménded in the other House, ought 
to be referred to the Committee on Finance.. The 
committee can consider it to-night; and, if they 
agree to the amendment, they may report it to 
the Senate, and. we shall be able to pass it to- 
morrow morning during ‘the morning hour, and 
the discussion of these resolutions will not be in- 
terrupted. Pt 

Mr; DICKINSON. I was about to suggest 
the very thing which has been recommended ‘by 
the Senator from Massachusetts. lt is necessary 
that the resolution be ‘considered by the Com- 
mittee on Finance, in order that there may be no 
unnecessary delay. 1 shall be glad if the mem- 
bers of the committee will assemble to-morrow 
morning, as early as ten o’clock. 

Mr. WEBSTER. I hope the resolution will 
be taken up and referred. 

On motion by Mr.. DAVIS, of Mississippi, the 
further consideration of the resolutions then under 
consideration was postponed until to-morrow at 
one o'clock. ` z 

‘And, on motion by Mr. WEBSTER, the reso- 
lution relating to the collection of the revenue 


` was taken up, together with the amendment made i 


by the House of Representatives to that resolu- 
tion, and were referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 


ADDITIONAL CLERK OF SUPREME COURT. 


The joint resolution, offered yesterday by Mr. 
Burger, authorizing the appointment of a special 
clerk of the Supreme Court, was taken up and 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. No 
amendment being offered, it was reported to the 
Senate, ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time, and, by unanimous consent, was read a third 
time and passed. f 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. BRIGHT, 


Ordered, That the petition of Samuel D. Davis, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Revolutiona- 
ry Claims. 

On motion by Mr. TURNEY, 

Ordered, That the petition of Robert Armstrong, on the 


files of the Senate, be referred,to the Committee on Pensions. | 


On motion by Mr. MASON, 


Ordered, That the petition of Bancroft Woodcock, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Conimittee on Patents 
and the Patent Office. 


On motion by Mr. BALDWIN, 


Ordered, That the petition of Peter A. Morgan, adminis- 


| question. 


trator of John Arnald and George G. Bishop, on the files of 


the Senate, be referred to the Commitee on. Patents and the 
Patent Oilice. se , 

On motion by Mr. BRIGHT, 

Ordered, That the memorial of Robert Pratt, on the files 


of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Claims. 7 ` 


On motion by Mr. DOUGLAS, . 
Ordered, That L. P. Sanger and Frink Hadduck, severally 
have leave to withdraw their petitions and papers. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the bill granting the 
right of way and making a donation of land to the 
Strate of Hlinois, in aid of the construction of. the 
Central Railroad, reported back the same with 
amendments; which were ordered tobe printed. 

Mr. S; also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill making a donation of land to the State, of 
Ilinois, in aid of the construction of the Mount 
Carmel and Alton Railroad; which was read. and 
ordered to a third reading. . 

Mr. S. further, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the bill for the benefit of the 
Territory of Minnesota, reported the -same with 
amendments; which were ordered to be printed, 


PRIZE MONEY. 


Mr. DICKINSON submitted the following reso- 

lution, which was considered by unanimous cón- 
sent and agreed to: f 
"Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested toinform the Senate of the amount of prize money 
paid into the Treasury in conformity with the 8th section of 
the act of March 3, 1849, specifying the amount received for 
captures wade prior to the war with Great Britain of 1812, 
the amount received for captures made during that war, the 
amount received for captures made since that war and prior 
to the late war with Mexico. Also, the several amounts re- 
ceived for captures made during the late war with Mexico, 
and from whom received. Also, if any yet remains due 
and unpaid; if so, the amount and by whom owing, and 
what steps have been taken to ascertain said amount and 
recover the game, Also, the amount paid out of the Treas 
ury, and to whom, and also the regulations adopted for 
carrying iuto effect the provisions of the said.taw. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, by unanimous con- 
sent, obtained leave to bring in a joint resolution 
for restoring the settlement of the ‘ three months’ 
extra pay’’ to the accounting officers of the Treas- 
sury; which was read a first. and second time by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. ; nee: of 

Mr. JONES moved that the vacancy in the Com- 
mittee on Pensions be filled by appointment by the 
Chair; which was agreed to. . Pi 
` The Chair appointed Mr. BorLAND. 

The Senate then adjourned. - i 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WEDNESDAY, February 13, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr. RICHARDSON asked the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to introduce a bill, of which 


previous notice had been given. 


EXPENSES OF COLLECTING THE REVENUE. 


Mr. DISNEY rose, he said, to a privileged 
He desired permission of the House to 
change the vote which he had yesterday given on 
the joint resolution from the Senate, ‘limiting the 
expenses of collecting the revenue from customs 
for the present fiscal year.” The object he desired’ 
to attain in submitting this requést. was 'à recommit- 
ment of the'resolution. On-an examination into 
the facts convieéted with the subject; it would be 
found that in ednsequence of the pressure Which 
had been brought to bear on the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and’ Means, {Mr. BayLy,] and 
of the extreme courtesy which always distinguished 
that gentleman, and in ‘consequence also of his 
anxiety to oblige the friends of the Administration, 
by thé earliest practicable passage of ‘the resolu- 
tion, it had been hurried along through the va- 
rious stages up to the final passage, without 
having received that careful consideration to which 
it was entitled. It would be seen, on examination 
of the papers submitted by Mr. Secretary Mere- 
dith, that in the statement of expenditares incurred 
in the collection of the revenue of the Govern» 
ment-——— Saas 

‘Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, interposed to a 
point of order. He submitted that it was not in 
order to occupy the time of the House in these re- 
marks. : ` 

"Mr. DISNEY said he would not occupy two 
minutes by the clock, i ` 


planator 
Mr. ST 


ia; said. that there 
en here who would be. 
glad to have five minutes to make explanations: <7 i; 
; a 


` sent'of the House tøö'chänge his vote.’ 

Mr, STEPHENS objected. = = 

And so the conversation ended. 

TITLES OF LANDS. 

The question then recurred on the motion.of Mr. 
Ricuarpson, for leave to bring in a ‘bill, of. which 
previous notice had. been given, © pa 

The bill was read ‘by its title-(for information), 
as a, bill, ‘to confirm ‘the titles. of lands to heirs 
and’ devisees in certain cases? 0 T0000 

“No objection having. been made, the bill, was, 

introduced, and was read, twice by its title, 0 7 

Mr. RICHARDSON-moved. that the bill be re- 
ferred to the. Committee on Public Lands, and that 
it, be printed. a ie ia, ee e DA, 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, moved that it be re- 
ferred to the Committce on the Judiciary, (being, 
he suggested, the more appropriate reference. ) 

Mr. RICHARDSON acquiesced, in the proposed, 
change. f 7 

And the bill was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary and ordgred to be printed. © 7 

: Mr. THOMAS moved that the committees be. 

called for reports, (9 l no o 
“Phe SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
heforeithé House a communication from the Clerk’ 
of the House, furnishing information in relation to 
certain maps. Referred to the Committée on’ 
Public Lands. eee 
The SPEAKER then proceeded to call for 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported’ a bill for the relief of George Colliers 
and William. G. Petters; which was read twice, 
réferredéto ‘the Committee ‘of the Whole House,’ 
and made the order of the day for to-morrow. ` 

“On motion by Mr. THOM! 
on Claims Was “discharged. from ‘the’ further con- 
sideration of the memorials ‘of George F; War- 
field and others, and of. William N. Dorsett and’ 
others, asking indemnity for French spollations;’ 
and they were referred to the Cominittee on Kor-’ 
eign Affairs 00 wrn ; 
“Also, on motion by Mr. T,, the same commit- 
tee wis discharged from the further consideration | 
of the petition of John Lee, asking pay for fur- 
nishing a horse and’ carriage for the use of the | 
House of Representatives; and it was referred to, 
the Committee on Accounts. 70 
Mr. THOMAS, from the same committee, made 
adverse reports in the following’cases; which were 
ordered to tie on the table and ‘be printed, viz: 

The memorial'of John G, Gamble, asking com- 
pensation for a pair of males employed in the 
military service of the United States; and 

“The memorial of Henry D. Johnson, for com- 
pensation for services as judge Advocate on, sun: || 
dry general naval courts-martial. . 

Mr. THOMAS, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of John Plunkett; which | 
was read twice and committed to a Conimittee of; 
the Whole House. i ; 

Mr. NELSON; from the Committee of Claims, | 
repotted the following bills; which” were read | 
twice and committed tox Committee of the Whole 

Se, viz: ; j | 
Hosta for the relief of A. Baudouin and A. D. 
oberts; and `` 
Roper for the relief of S. J. Bowen. l 

Mr. DANIEL, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported the following resolution, which was read 
and agreed to, Viz: x D 

i 7 i Merk of the House obtain for the 
ote ree of Claims, a copy of the , records in the i 


| 
| 


q 
i 


f distriet of Main 


‘merce, reported. 2 bill for the’ relief-of. Williams, 


MAS, the Committee |; in 


h sloop. Vulture, which was. libelled and | 
he district court ofthe United States, forth 

ë, during the last war wi ritan, 
Mr, HUBBARD, from the Committee of 
Claims, reported ‘the following bills; which were 
; severally: read twice by. their ties.and committed 
tö g Committee of the Whole House, vig: 7 
A bill for the relief of Winthrop S. Hardi 
A, bill: for. the relief of, Daniel, Steenrod, , 
Mr. PHCENIEX, from the Committee on Gom- 


ogs.and | 


Staples & Williams; which was read twice 'by its 
title and 'referrèd to: a Committee ‘of the Whole 


, House,” : 


‘provide for, the repair and improvement of the dam 
at the head. of: Cumberland island, in the Ohio 
iriver; and it was referred. to the Committee of, 
the Whole on the state of .the Union. 

Mr. McLANE;, from the same committee, re- 
ported: back, with several amendments, the, bill. to 
regulate the value of certain foreign coins; which,’ 
with the amendments, Were ordered .to be printed. 

Mr. McLANE, from. the same committee, re- 
ported: a bill’ to continue. in force an act: therein 


the Committee of the Whole on the s 
Union. 

Mr. McLANE moved. that the bill be made the 
special. order of the day for the first Monday in. 
March. l 


tate of the 


The bill was then read the third time, 

Mr. MEADE inquired whether the bill em-. 
braced the cases under the law of 1841? 

Mr. TAYLOR rose and. said: Mr. Speaker, | 
the. bill now before the House is one of very con- 
siderable. importance to the district I represent, and 
I am very anxious ihat it should be passed with- 


out delay. It will be recollected. by the members 
of the last Congress, that during its first session 
the time for locating Virginia military land war- 
rants, issued for services of the officers and sol- 
diem of the State. df Virginia upon Continental 
establishment, was, extended to the first day ‘of 
January, 1850. © > 000 á 

‘That timè having now elapsed, the office af the 
Surveyor of the Virginia Military District-in Ohio 
is now, in effect, closed against ‘the entering and , 
locating of the residue of the lands in that district, 

I have now before me a letter from the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office, dated yester- 
day, in which he states,—‘ that from ‘the report 


mentioned; which was read twice and referred tofi 


in 


"Fema 
‘and thatithe 
Son fl 


is 106,00 


These lands are: of comp: atively. little: val 


Some are. worth 19.centa, .some-20; cents, nome 50 
cents, and:.some small portions, in. detached lata; 
; may be'said to be Worth One dollar per acre, A 

they are subject to entry. only. by. those holding 
Virginia ‘military land” Warrants, ‘for’ continental 


=I 


services during ‘the “revohitionery war.: ’ 
106,000 acres referred: to by thë Gorhmiasioney 
of the Land Office, now on'file’ at! the General 
; Land Office, and any others of a similar Kind, held’ 
; by persons in any part of the’ country,—whéther 
they are such as até referred to by the gentleman 
from Virginia, [Mr. Mrans, and are owned ‘by 
pardons in: that Btate, in Ohio, or in: any “ather 
late, can only be entered: in that district, : 
itis, therefore, of. great, importance to. the own-. 
ers of, these military. land.warrants, wherever. they: 
may reside, as well ag. to the citizens. of: Ohio, in: 
:that pait of. the Virginia. military: district. in-Ohio, 
: which t represent, that: this. bill shonld; pass, with- 
out delay, that the surveys may progress. The 
: 180,000.acres. òf land in that district arethe oily 
Jands,in Ohio; which have not yet: been'suryeyeds 
‚As the surrounding-country: is; settled, cultivated, 
-and improved, the price.of real estate advances, and 
‘rany, of. the, old inhabitants ofthat part of, the, 
‘country desire, to enter small parts. of those.wnoc-. 
‘cupied: lands for timber and pasture, lands, where, 
ithe quality renders it unfit for cultivation, ~ 
` | will.not detain the House, Mr, Speaker, unne- 
‘cessarily. The bill now before the House.is.an, 
‘exact copy of. the law passed during the first see-. 
sion of the last Congress. It was introduced, by, 
imyself some weeks since, referred, to the Commit- 
‘tee on Public Lands, ahd is now. reported. back 
‘by that committee, with’ a recommendation, that it 
‘now be put upon its passage. The public interest, 
‘requires that it should be acted on at. once, and ‘T 
(tase the House will pass ‘the bill witfout any, 
elay. ee a eo oot 


_ The bill was then ordered to a third, reading at 
‘this time; and, having been read a third time, waa 
‘passed. es a ei 

|” Mr. COBB, of Alabama, from the Committee on 
‘Public Lands, reported a bill for the relief of Wm. 
J. Price; which was read twice by its title and 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House. : 

i Mr. HOAGLAND, from the Committee on 
‘Public Lands, reported a bill to reduce the price of. 
the public lands belonging to the United States, i 
‘the vicinity of the Wabash: and Erie an 
Extension, Canal, in the State of Ohio ;.. 
read twice by its title and committed: , 

Mr. THOMPSON, of. Pennsylvania; from. the: 
Committee on. the Judiciary, reported back, with 
an amendment, the bil! entitled.‘*An act to. extend: 
‘the benefit of An act to establish a-uniform. rale:of. 
naturalization, and.to repeal : the acts. heretofore: 
passed on the. subject of the wives.and. children of’ 
citizens; which, bill.was referred to-the Committee: _ 
of the. Whole on thé state of: the Union. > 

On motion by Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsyl- 
vania, the Committee on the Judiciary was dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the me- 
morial of Rogers and wife, on the subject of French 
spoliations; and it was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. : i f 

Also, on motion, by Mr. T., the same committee 
was discharged from the further consideration of 
the memorial of the citizens of Armstrong county, 
Pennsylvania, praying a change in the tariff law ;. 
and it was referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means.” ; ` RI 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania; from. the’ 
Committee on the Judiciary, reported-the. follow- 
ing bill, which was read twice byi ‘atid re- 
ferred. to a Committee of thé. Whole House, viz: 

A bill for the relief of Christopher H; Dix. 

Mr. S. also, from the same coniimilice, made an 
‘adverse report on thé petition’ of the heirs of Wil- 
liam : Sterrett, ‘asking’ for the establishing of-a tri- 
bunal forthe adjustmiént of a claim. under the 
“treaty with Spain; Which- was ordered to lié on the 
table and Vë printed. npa 5 
0 Mr:-MOREHEAD, from the. Committee on the 
‘Judiciary, ‘reported a bill to change the time of 


holding the district court of the United States for 


‘of the Surveyor of the Virginia Military District; 


he western , district. of Virginia and for other pur- 
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poses; which was read. twice by its title and re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House.. 

Mr. MORSE, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported the following resolution, 
which was read and agreed to, viz: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
be.directed tohave a copy of all the land laws of the United 
States placed in thé committee room of the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. i 

Mr. ANDERSON, from. the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief 
of Joseph Richards, devisee, &c., which was read 
twice by its title and referred to a Committee of 
the Whole House. : À 

Mr. RUMSEY, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief Robert 
Davidson; which was read twice by its title and 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, from the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, made adverse reports on 
the following cases; which were ordered to lie on 
the table and be printed, viz: ; 

On the petition of Israel Johnson, prayjng for 
compensation for services rendered as an Indian 
Agent; and 

On the memorials of E. D. McKinney and 
others; and of R. J. McElhany and N. R. Smith, 
securities for Samuel H. Burch. 


On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, 
the Committee on Indian Affairs was discharged 
from the further consideration of the memorial of 
the Legislature of Minnesota, asking for the re- 
moval of the Chippewa Indians. 

“Mr. JOHNSON said he learned from the De- 
partment that all the necessary steps had been 
taken. He moved, therefore, that the committee 
be discharged from the further consideration of 
the bill, and that it be laid on the table. 

It was ordered accordingly. 


Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, from the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia, reported a bill 
for the relief of James Dixon; which was read 
twice by its title and referred to a Committee of 
the Whole House. 

Mr. BURT, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported back, without amendment, Sen- 
ate bill entitled ‘An act to provide for the adjust- 
ment and payment of expenses incurred, and 
obligations contracted, by the State of Florida in 
providing for the safety of the people of that 
State during the recent insurrection of the Semi- 
nole Indians;’? which bill was referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. $ 

Mr. CABELL, of Florida, moved that the bill 
be made the special order of the day for the last 
Tuesday of this month. 

Mr. CARTER objected. 

Mr BURT, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported back, without amendment, and 
with a reeommendation that it do not pass, the 
Senate bill to refund to the State of North Caro- 
lina theamount of money advanced and transport- 
ation furnished to volunteers from that State during 
the late war with Mexico; which bill was commit- 
ted to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

On motion by Mr. BURT, the Committee on 
Military Affairs was discharged from the further 
consideration of the memorial of the officers and 
soldiers of the war of 1812, prayifig a grant of 
bounty land; also, from the memorial of the 2d 
regiment of Kentucky foot, at Danville; and they 
were referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

On motion by Mr. BURT, the Committee on 
Military Affairs was discharged from the further 
consideration of the following memorials, and they 
were ordered to lie on the table, viz: 

The memorial of Aaron Hinchman and others, 
citizens of Salem, Ohio, asking Congress to abol- 
ish the army and navy, to abandon the fortifica- 
tions of the United States, and all means of resist- 
ance to an enemy; 

The memorial of the citizens of Fort Gatlin, 
Florida, asking relief in consequence of having 
been driven from their homes by the Indians; 

The memorial of J. A. D. Lawrence’s adminis- 
trator, asking payment for supplies furnished the 
United States army; 

The memorial of George Lendrum, praying com- 
pensation for beef furnished the United States army 
at Fort Jesup; and 

The memorial of Captain William Black’s com- 


pany of mounted volunteers, for compensation for 
military services. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, reported~a bill for the relief of 
Manuel X. Harmony; which was read twice by 
its title and referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House. : 

On motion by Mr. RICHARDSON, the said 
committee was discharged from.the further con- 
sideration of the memorial of Benjamin S. Ely, 
on the subject of maintaining military officers in 
California; and it was ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion by Mr. EWING, the Committee on 
Military Affairs was discharged from the further 
consideration of the memorial of Elizabeth M. 
Churchill; and it was ordered to lie on the tale. 

On motion by Mr. CARTER, the Committee’ 
on Military Affairs was discharged from the 
further consideration of the memorial of John B. 
Klein, for the purchase of his improved gun; and 
it was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. CHANDLER, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of 
Edward Everett, which was read twice by its title 
and referred to a Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Thomas O. 
Selfridge, a commander in the United States navy; 
which was read twice by its title and referred to 
a Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. SCHENCK, fromthe Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Samuel 
Graves, which was read twice by its title and re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House. 

On motion by Mr. SCHENCK, the Committee 
on Naval Affairs was discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of Marinus M. Piercy, 
for a pension in consequence of wounds received 
in the service on board the United States ship John 
Adams, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. BOYD, the Committee on 
Territories was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the bill for the relief of Oregon Ter- 
ritory; and it was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. B. also, from the same committee, reported 
a joint resolution to supply the Territories of Ore- 
gon and Minnesota with copies of the Narrative of 
the Exploring Expedition; which was read twice 
by its title and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading; and, being engrossed, was read the third 
time and passed. 

NEW MEXICO. 


Mr. BAKER rose, he said, to what he sup- 
posed to be a privileged question. He had, some 
time since, presented the credentials of Hugh N. 
Smith, delegate elect from the Territory of New 
Mexico, which were referred to the Committee on 
Elections. A motion had been made to reconsider 
the vote, and that motion was now pending. He 
desired to have the question disposed of, that the 
petition might go to the Committee on Elections 
to be decided, as he understood that the commit- 
tee was anxious to decide it upon the same ground 
as that upon which it was understood the case of 
the delegate from Deseret had been decided. 

Objection was made. 

The SPEAKER said that, in the opinion of the 
Chair, this was nota question of privilege which 
could be called up at this time. The motion to 
reconsider was a privileged question to be called 
up when that class of business was in order. It 
would be in order when the call of the States for 
petitions was in order. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

The motion was rejected. 


Mr. WALDO, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions, made an adverse report on 
the claim of Zachariah Barber, for a pension; and 
it was ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. WALDO, from the same committee, re- 
ported, the following resolution; which was read 
and agreed to, viz: 

Resolved, That the petition and papers in the case of 
Lieut, E. Starr, be withdrawn from the files of the House and 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Mr. FREEDLEY, from the Committee on Rev- 
olationary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief 
of Jacob Drinkhouse, and a bill for the relief of 
Anna Griffin; which were severally read twice by 


their -titles and referred to a-Committee of.the 
Whole House. 

Mr. FREEDLEY, from the same committee, 
made an adverse report on the petition of Eliza- 
beth McDougal; which was ordered to lie on the 
table and be printed. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, from the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, reported the following 
bills, which were severally read twice by their ti- 
tles and referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, viz: 

A bill for the relief of Jesse Done; and 

A bill for the benefit of Hubert Booby. 

Mr. MATTESON, from the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions, made an adverse report on the pe- 
tition of Elizabeth Armstrong, for back pension; 
which was ordered to lie on the table and be 
printed. a : 

Mr. HAMILTON, from the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions, made adverse reports on the me- 
morials of, Margaret Hill and Mr. Gallagher; and 
leave was granted to the petitioners to withdraw 
their papers. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report on the petition of Amaziah Ford, 
for back pay of pension; and it was ordered to lie 
on the table. ` 

Mr. LEFFLER, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported the following bills; which were 
severally read twice by their titles and referred to 
a Committee of the Whole House, viz: 

_A bill for the relief of Jacob Zimmerman, and 

A bill for the relief of William Wicher. 

Mr. OWEN, on leave being granted, reported a 
bill for the relief of the Monroe Railroad and 
Banking Company, of the State of Georgia; which 
was read twice by its title and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. i 


On motion by Mr. SIBLEY, it was 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he is heré- 
by, requested to communicate to this House the report of 
the officer of the army who was dispatched to Pembia 
Settlement, or to the Red River of the north, under orders 
of the Department of War, inthe summer of 1849, with 
such other documents relating to the said expedition as 
may be in the possession of the Department, tending to 
show the condition of affairs on the northwestern frontier 
of the Territory of Minnesota. 

On motion by Mr. WALDEN, the Committée 
on Patents was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the petitions of Levi C. Wadleigh | 
and five others, W. B. Harsellene, Thomas Blan- 
chard, A. T. Godwin, and H. Y. Gibson, asking 
to be secured in their rights to a machine for cut- 
ting irregular forms; and it was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, by unanimous con- 
sent, introduced a bill to provide for the selection 
of school lands in the State of Ilinois, in certain 
cases, in lieu of the 16th section; which was read 
twice by its title and referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Mr. THURSTON said: Mr. Speaker, I have 
some resolutions which I hope the Elouse will do 
me the favor to allow me to present. I will send 
them to your table, sir, to be read for information. 
I hope the House will be disposed to adopt them. 

The resolutions were then read, and no objec- 
tion being made, were adopted, as follows: 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 

tu inquire into the expediency of making additional appro- 
priations for the construction of light-houses at Cape Dis- 
appointment and New Dungeness, and for the construction 
and anchorage of the requisite number of buoys to indicate 
the channels at the mouth of the Columbia river, and the 
approaches to. the harbor of Astoria, in the Territory of Ore 
fOr. 
j Also, that said committee be further instructed to inquire 
what other improvements are necessary to be made to facil- 
itate navigation, and to aid our commerce at the mouth of 
said Columbia river, and at the Straits of Fuca, Admiralty 
Intet, the channels and harbors of Puget’s Sound, and the 
approaches to, and the harbor of the port of Nesqually, and 
into the expediency of making appropriations for the same, 
or any part thereof, 

Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, by general 
consent, introduced the following resolution; which 
was read and agreed to, viz: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expedieney of providing, by law, 
for the adequate punishment of persons who, as agents, 
shall collect or receive money from the Government, and 
shall fail to pay the same promptly to the persons entitled 
thereto. . 

Mr. BISSELL asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to introduce a bill, of which previous 
notice had been given, to grant the right of way to 
the Alton and Sangamon Railroad Company; but 
it was objected to. 


1850. 


Mr. KING, of Massachusetts,’ from thé Com- || 


mittee on Accounts, reported the following resolu- 
tion: sr 
Resolved, That the Speaker: of the House be authorized to 
pay to George W., Juran, a member from the State: of In-. 
diana, who was prevented by sickness from attendance at 
the commencement of this session, {he amount to which 
he is entitled, if he had not beens0'detained. = 5 in 
After a few remarks, regarding the necessity forl 
any resolution’ upon the ‘subject, by Messrs. 
THOMPSON of Mississippi; KING of Massa- 
chusetts, and SWEETSER. ; f 
Mr. SWEETSER moved to refer the resolution 
to the Committee on Mileage. Rejected. 
The question was‘then taken on the resolution, 
and it was agreed to. 


Mr. MASON, from the Committee on Ac-" 
counts, reported the following resolution, viz: « 

Resolved, That the Committee on Accounts be discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of J. W. Nye, 
praying compensation for losses sustained under a contract 
to furnish horses and carriages, and hauling for the House 
of Representatives; and that this petition with accompany- 
ing papers of the claims of the said Nye as assignee of 
Bargy & Stewart, be referred to a select committee of nine. 

Mr. M. made some remarks in explanation and 
defence of the claim, and in favor of the resolution. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved to 
strike from the resolution the select committee of 
nine, and to insert the Committee of Claims; which 
motion prevailed. 

The question was then taken on the resolution, 
and it was agreed to. ; 

A message in writing was received from the 
President of the United States, by the hands of 
Colonel Briss, his Private Secretary. 

Mr. BAYLY said that the morning hour hav- 
ing expired, he would move that the House pro- 
ceed to the consideration of business on the 
Speaker’s table. 

The motion avas agreed to. 

So the House passed to the consideration of 
business on the Speaker’s table. 


TIGRE ISLAND. 
The Speaker laid before the House a message 


from the President of the United States, stating || 


that the information called for by the resolution of 
the House of Representatives of the 24th ultimo, 
in regard to the possession by the British Gov- 
ernment of Tigre Island, and as to whether any 
treaty had been made with Central America, will 
be cheerfully communicated as soon as it shall 
be found compatible with the public interests to, 
do so. 

The message was ordered. to lie on the table 
and be printed. 

CALIFORNIA. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing message from the President of the United 
States; which was read: ; 

To the House of Representatives of the United States: 

I transmit herewith to the House of Represent- 
atives for the information of that body, an authen- 
tic copy of the ‘ Constitution of the State of Cal- 
ifornia,” received by me from General Riley. 

Z. TAYLOR., 

Wasnineron, February 13, 1850. 

The message having been read— 

Mr. BOYD moved that it be referred, with the 
accompanying documents, to the Committee on 
Territories, and be printed. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, moved to amend 
the motion so that the constitution of California 
should also be printed, : 

Mr. BOYD said that his motion was intended 
to include the message and all the accompanying 
documents. a 

Mr. WENT WORTH inquired of the Speaker 
whether it would be in. order, if the demand for 
the previous question should not be sustained, to 
move that the message and documents be referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary? ; 

The SPEAKER said that motion would be in 
order, if the previous question was not sustained, 
but that the question must first be taken on the 
motion of the gentleman from Kentucky, {Mr. 
Boxp,] to refer to the Committee on the ‘Lerrito- 


mM. BOYD demanded tellers on his motion, and 
they were ordered, (Messrs. Oee and Harris, 


of Tennessee.) 


Mr. BOYD said itseemed to him that.the House |} 


¥ 
| 


could not well discuss this subject until the papers | 
had been prinied. 


question ‘was then taken and 


decided in the 


the prévious 
“MY. WENTWORTH now moved that the mes- 
sagë and accompanying documents be referred ‘to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. i i 
Mr. JONES rose to inquire what became of the 
motion of the gentleman from Kentucky? [Mr. 


oYD. 

TPA SPEAKER said the question would first 
be taken on the motion of the gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr. Boyn] to refer the message and 
documents to the Committee on the Territories, 
and then on the motion of the gentleman from 
Hlin#¥s [Mr. Wewrworru] to refer to the Cóm- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. JONES inquired whether it was in order to 
submit a motion to refer to the Committee on ‘the 
Judiciary, before the motion to refer to the Com- 
mittee on the Territories had been disposed of? 

The SPEAKER said that the gentleman from 
Iinois [Mr. Wenrworru] could submit his mo- 
tion either as a motion to refer to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, or as a motion to amend the mo- 
tion of the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Bovo] 
by striking out the “ Committee on the Territo- 
ries,” and inserting the ‘* Committee on the Ju- 
diciary.”’ 

Mr. WENTWORTH then submitted the mo- 
tion as a motion to amend by striking out the 
“ Committee on the Territories,’’ and inserting the 
“ Committee on the Judiciary.” And on that mo- 
tion (he said) he demanded the previous question. 

Mr. JONES submitted to the Chair that if the 
motion of the gentleman from Kentucky should 
fail, it would then be in order to move a reference 
to another committee, but that pending the decis- 
ion on that motion, it would not be in order. 

The SPEAKER said it was merely changing 
the form of the motion. A motion to amend was 
in order.: 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, (to the Speak- 
er.) Is debate now in order?’ 

‘The SPEAKER. Not pending the demand for 
the previous question. 

Mr. STANTON. Was there not a motion to 


rint? 
$ The SPEAKER. There is such a motion; but 
the previous question applies as well to the motion 

to print as to the motion to refer. ? 
| r. STANTON. But the previous question 
has not been sustained. 

The SPEAKER. No; nor has the question 
been taken. a 

Mr. McLANE hoped, he said; that: the gentle- 


insist on his demand for ‘the previous question, 
but would allow the debate to proceed: on the mo- 
tion to refer. : i g 

Mr. VINTON, (to the Speaker.) Isitin order 
now to move that the message and accompanying 


' documents be referred toa Committee. of the Whole 


on the state of the Union? 

TheSPEAKER. There is a motion pending to 
refer to the Committee on the Territories, and 
there is also a motion to’ amend that motion by 
striking out “ the Committee on the Territories,” 
and inserting “ the Committee ọn the Judiciary,” 
and it will not therefore now be in order to move 
any other reference. : 

Mr. VINTON. Lf the motion pending should 
not prevail I give notice that I shall move a refer-. 
ence toa Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Tellers were now called for on the demand for 
the previous question. 

The Chair took the question,and declared that 
the demand for the previous question was not 
seconded. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, (to the Speak- 
er.) J presume that debate is now in order. 

‘The SPEAKER. Debate is in order on the 
motion to refer, and on the motion to print. 

Mr- WINTHROP submitted to the Speaker 
that tellers had been called for on the demand for 
the previous question before the result had been 
announced by the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did not hear the 
demand for tellers; there is so much confusion in 


it the hall. 


Mr. WENTWORTH, at the request, he said, 
of several gentlemen, would withdraw the demand. 


for the previous question, and would so modify bis 


man from Illinois [Mr. Wenrworra] would not“ 


| order on the question of printing. 


motion to. referto ‘the Committeé'on the Judiciary. 
asto substitute for if the hogs bai suggested by the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr.. Vinrow] to. refer itto 
the ‘Committee of the Whole on. the state of: the. 
Union. ` Andon that motion he: “démanded the 
previous question.“ i aN pola Sages 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, objected, he said, 
to the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. Wanrwonrel 
thus constantly changing his. motion... The gen- 
tleman had changed his motión three-times.. He 
(Mr. J.) hoped the gentleman’s: course would: be 
arrested. If in his (Mr. J.’s) power, he should 
object to any change in the gentleman’s motion. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, (ta “the 
Speaker.) Can the gentleman from Illinois make 
two motions at once? He first moved to refer to the 
Committee on the Judiciary; he then withdrew the 
demand for the previous question, with which he 
accompanied that motion, and adopted in its stead 
a motion to refer to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. A ; 
Mr. WENTWORTH. I merely modified my 
motion, as I had a right to do. : ` 
Mr: THOMPSON. Then you withdrew it. 
Mr. WENTWORTH. I only modified it... 
The SPEAKER. The Chair understands. that: 
tellers were demanded on the motion for. the. pre- 
vious question. The gentleman from Illinois Mr. 
Wentworrtu] then withdrew the demand, cas he 
had a right to do, modified his own motion froma. 
motion to amend by inserting the Committee on 
the Judiciary, to a motion to refer to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the’ state of the. Union, ‘and 
then renewed the demand for the previous ques- 


tion, 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. If I under- 
stand the gentleman’s motion, should the demand 
for the previous question be sustained, the ques- 
tion will be first on, the motion to refer to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and then, if that should be rejected, on the motion 
to refer to the Committee on the Territories. 

The question was then taken on the demand for 
the previous question, and was decided in the af- 
firmative. . P 

So there was a second. ‘And the main question 
was ordered to be now taken; (which main gues- 
tion was first, on striking out the Committee on 
the Territories and inserting the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union.) 

Mr. JONES said that, as he understood the 
rules of order, the question should be first taken 
on the motion to refer to the Committee on the 
Territories, being the motion first. submitted by, 
the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Boyp.] " 

A long conversation : followed. between 
JONES, Mr. McLANE® of Maryland, and 
SPEAKER, involving the facts, as to the pr 
mode of. proceeding, by which the’ House: had 
reached the state of the question as it now stood, 
and some differences of opinion were expressed, 

Mr. McLANE also made a point of order, 
which the Speaker stated to be based on a mis-, 
taken state of facts, and which the Speaker over-, 
ruled. z ai ee 

The question was then taken on the modified 
motion of Mr. Wenrworrn, and having been de- 
cided in the affirmative— : 

The message and accompanying documents 
were referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. : 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
print, and, having been decided in the affirmative 


| without a division— 


„The message and accompanying documents . ; 
were ordered to be printed. aoe a 
Mr. STANTON, before the decision y 
nounced, rose and addressed the Speaker, but 
not recognized by the Speaker. (0 Joi eneg; 
The result having been announced © = s 
Mr. STANTON said he had risên tò a point of 


The SPEAKER said: ‘it. was 
ke it. i : 
ae STANTON submitted: that he had. ad- 
dressed the. Chair before: the descision was àn- 
a i , l 
The SPEAKER saidthe Chair had not under- 
stood the gentleman as rising on the question of 
printing: Ayh s 2 : 
Mr. STANTON said he had risen and had dis- 
tinctly. addressed the Chair—his object being to 


now too late to 


submit that the previous question did not apply 


| to the motion to print. 


Feb. 13, 


The SPEAKER, regretted that the gentleman 
had not’ been recognized, but said that the Chair 
had no. difficulty in overruling the point of. order, 
inasmuch,as the previous question applied to the 
motion to print equally as to the motion to refer.. 
“Mr. STANTON. Then I move to reconsider 
the vole, by which the message and documents 
have been ordered. to, be printed: 7 f 
‘The SPEAKER stated the question. 

Mr. THURMAN. Did the gentleman vote in + 
the, affirmative?’ P ; 
` The SPEAKER. . There was no division. 

Mr, STANTON. was. proceeding to speak— 

Mr. DUER, (to. the Chair.). Is it inorder to 
move that the House resolve itself into Committee 
ofthe Whole. òn the state ofthe Union? ' 
` The SPEAKER. The motion would be in or- 
der if the gentleman had the floor to. make it. 

Mr. DUER was under the impression (he said) 
that after ohe hour had elapsed, the motion to go 
into Committee on the Whole on the state of the 
Union was in order, even though another gentle- 
man had the floor. i 

The SPEAKER stated what the rule was. 

Mr. DUER appealed to the gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. Sranron] to yield the floor, so.as 
to allow the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Hiz- 
LIARD,] who had commenced his remarks yester- 
day in Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, to conclude. 

Mr. STANTON said he would certainly do so, 
if he could have the floor when that gentleman 

Mr. Hiwurarp] had concluded. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will have the 
floor whenéver the motion to reconsider is called 


up. 

Pur. PRESTON KING was understood to ex- 
press the hope that the motion would be disposed 
of, so that the House might go into. Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. STANTON then addressed the House, as 
follows: 

Mr. Sreaxer: I presume the motion to print 
the message on your table will open up the whole 
question concerning the admission of California as 
a State, and the circumstances which led to the 
formation of the constitution which is now pre- 
sented, With this understanding, sir, I shall enter 
upon the discussion; and l think I shall not fail to 
confine myself strictly to the subject thus brought 
directly before us. f 

Mr. Speaker, every member of this House, 
who was here during the last Congress, must have 
been deeply impressed with the proceedings of those 
two memorable sessions. Upon some occasions, 
the excitement growing out of the slavery question 
was intense; while, at all times, its shadow brood- 
ed over the deliberations of the two Houses, like 
that ominously silent and sultry atmosphere which 
engenders storms, or betokens some disastrous 
convulsion of nature. 

The condition of things at the present moment 
is greatly changed—l deplore the necessity which 
compels me to say—not for the better. While the 
symptoms exhibited during the last Congress were 
undoubtedly alarming, the disease itself, however 
violent and acute, might have yielded to remedies 
jadiciously adopted and firmly administered. But 
I fear now the disease of the body-politic has be- | 
come chronic and inveterate. It extends through- | 
out the whole system, and with its subtle poison |! 
taints every organ of the public service. Almost 
one-fourth of the long session has been consumed 
in the effort to organie this House; and, in every: 
election, from that of Speaker down to that of Door- 
keeper, this fatal question has entered as a.sinister 
but powerful element. During ‘this long process, 
the House has been comparatively quiet, and spec- 
tators have expressed their amazement, and some- 
times their gratification, at the little excitement 
which has characterized these proceedings. I sin- 
cerely wish I could see them in the same light, į 
and with the same complacency, Butto me, sir, 
they present themselves in far more sombre colors. 
1 think I seein them the sallow hue, the listless 
mood, and the languid action of a patient, thor- 
oughly diseased, and insensible to that almost inev- 


itable stroke of fate which seems to be impending. || 


At the expiration of the last Congress this ques- | 
tion, however embarrassing, was extremely sim- 
ple. The difficulties surrouuding..it, though un- 
doubtedly great, were clearly, defined and well 
understood. Territorial governments, with, or 


problem. This solved sati€factorily, every. dan- | 
nan | gist of President Polk’s, policy.. It. was. to await 
| the action of Congress, and it pointed with. un- 
omentous, ques | 


ger would have vanished in an hour, and the. sta- 
bility. of this Union would, have. been secured for 
an indefinite period.” But this. me S 
tion, then. so-simple, has: now.. by the cqurse of 
events, and. especially by the action of the Execu- 
tive ‘and his advisers, become greatly, complicated, 
I, is no longer a question, involving a single. point 
of constitutional:doctrine.or of sectional justice, but 
it has drawn Into its vortex numerous weighty 
questions. of, constitutional law, of: executive au- 
thority, of. territorial dependency, and of high. po- 
litical expediency;, while not a single: original fea- 
ture, of the. question—not one of its dangers. or 
difficulties—has been removed. The existing Ad- 
ministration is responsible. for this perilous cange. 
Acting under the restraints. of. its. position—com- 
pelled. by the force of the. circumstances, orrather I 
should say, the devices. and stratagems which 
brought it. into, power—it has. been. obliged. to.alter 
the whole character of the question, in order.to 
save its own reputation in the eyes of the country. 
Pledged, by its supporters, to. both sides.of the 


į question in its. simple. original form, the only sal- 


vation of the Administration was in.changing the 
shape of the. measure, with the vain.hope of sub- 
duing its difficulties or.hiding them from the. eyes 
ofthe peopie. But. it will be found, sir, in the 
investigation of this subject, that this profound 
expedient has utterly failed, and that it has in- 
volved. the whole matter in still more inextricable 
difficulties. and perils, : 

In spite, Mr. Speaker, of the ungenerous, at- 
tempt. of, President Taylor to throw the responsi- 
bility of. the. present state of. things, or a portion 
of it, upon the shoulders of his predecessor, it is 
impossible for any one.to mistake the true. condi: 
tion of the great question at.the close of Mr. Polk’s 
administration. There stands the. admirable let- 
ter: of Mr. Buchanan—a clear and beautiful sum- 
mary. of the policy of that Cabinet—a. pillar of 
light, worthy to guide the footsteps of patriots, in 
these dark.and perilous times. You. see in that 
document a profound knowledge.of the true rela- 
tions existing between the Territory of. California 
and the States of this Union. You see there no 
attempt. to encourage the people of California’ to 
effect a change of those relations. On the contra- 
ry, they are exhorted. to be patient, to be quiet, 
and.to rely upon the justice and the fostering. care 
of the parental Government. They are told that 
Congress will eventually give them a territorial 
organization; and above all they are warned against 


| the delusive hope of bettering their condition by 


attempting to anticipate the action of Congress. 
And in language almost prophetic, they are as- 
sured that such a course will be full of peril and 
trouble. The author of that letter seems to have 
looked upon the subject with the profound pene- 
tration of a great statesman, and to have foreseen 
the very difficulties which now embarrass- us, as 
the inevitable consequences of the policy which 
has been adopted. 1 cannot forego the pleasure 
of reading those sentences of. the letter in-which 
these sentiments are distinctly avowed. Mr. Bu- 


| chanan says: 


The President deeply regrets that Congress did not, at 
their last session, establish a territorial government for Cal- 
fornia. 1t would now be vain to enter into the reasons for 
this omission, Whatever those may have been, he is firmly 
convinced that Congress feel a deep interest in the welfare 
of California and its people, and will, at an early period of 
the next session, provide tor them a territorial government 
suited to their wants. 

* * x * * * * * * * 

The President urgently advises the people of California to 

live peaceably and quietly under the existing government. 


-He believes that this will promote their lasting and best ju- 


terests. Ifit be not what they could desire, and hada right 
to expect, they can console themsetves wilt: ihe reflection 
that it wilt endure. but for a few months. Si-ould they at- 
tempt a change, or amend it during this b period, they 
most probably could not accomplish their object before the 
Government established by Congress would gu into opera- 
tion. In the mean time, the country would be agitated, the 
citizens would be withdrawn from their usual employ- 
ments, and domestic strife might divide and exasperate the 
people against each other; and this all to estabiish a gov- 
ernment which, in no conceivable contingency, could er- 
dure for a single year. During this brief ‘period it is better 
to bear the.iils they have than to fly to others they know 


not of. 
Ea ” * * * * * * * * 


But, above all, the Constitution of the United States. the 
safeguard of all our civil rights, was extended over Calitor- 
nia on the 30th May, 1848, the day on which our late treaty 
with Mexieo was finally consummated. From that day its 
inhabitants became entitled to alf the blessings and benefits 
resulting from the best form of-civil government ever estab- 
lished amongst men» That they will prove worthy of this in- 


without the exclusion of ‘slavery, was the whole 


estimable boon, no doubt is entertained. 


| slavery by the, Federal power. 


g In these three paragraphs iş,contained the whole 


mistakable clearness to. the establishment of a ter- 
ritorial government without the prohibition of 
This was the 
Single great question—surrounded, with. difficulties 
it may be—but free. from all. collateral complica- 
tions; and the policy of Mr. Buchanan was to 
march, up.to this single question—to meet it full 
in the face, and to settle: it upon this original 
ground, without attempting to escape. the respon- 
sibility involved in a course so frank and manly. 
He relied upon the honesty and patriotism of the 
American people; and, northern man as he was, 


in that day of faction on the part of some, and 
‘faltering on that of-others, he staked- his political 


e&Kistence on this decisive movement. {t is in 


tempt, by any artifice, to cover upany one of the 
legitimate difficulties of the sub,ect; nor did it re- 
sort to any of the arts of political: legerdemain to 
change the form and appearance of the question— 
to gild the bitter pill, and to delude the people of 
the southern States so far as to induce’ them to 
swallow the poison. : 

Such was the position in which Mr. Polk’s ad- 
ministration left this question—in this plain and 
undisguised form the legacy was bequeathed to his 
successor. But no sooner has. General Taylor 
seized the reins of power than all this is changed. 
A straightforward policy is no longer possible, be- 
cause the tortuous road: which conducted. him to 
the Presidency, renders it imperative upon him to: 
follow a. similar path in all his official progress. 
Upon every act of the Administration must inevit- 
ably be stamped the: duplicity and fraud of its 
origin. In using this language, which may seem 
to be harsh, I refer rather to General Taylor’s.sup- 
porters than to the General himself, and to the pal- 
pably contradictory opinions ascribed to him atthe 
opposite ends of this Confederacy. Out of this 
indisputable double-dealing arises the absolute 
necessity of doing what the California message 
discloses to us has been done by the President and 
his Cabinet. We might have predicted these 
measures from the very circumstances I have men- 
tioned, with which they are linked by the indis- 
soluble bond of cause and effect; of: motive and 
purpose. 

Thus far, sir, we have. the policy of President 
Polk, and the motives for a change on the part of 
his successor. Now let us see what that change 
has been, and what consequences must inevitably 
ensue if the scheme should be successful. 

I will not attempt to repeat what was so perti- 
nently and eloquently said by the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. Seppon,] as to the usurpation of 
power by the Executive—power, both legislative 
and judicial. I-concur-in every word of his argu- 
ment; and I condemn the usurpation.as disastrous 
in the result, if successful, and dangerous as a-pre- 
cedent, under: all circumstances. I admire the 
generosity with which that gentleman treated the 
Secretary of State as: to that part of his letter to 
Mr. King, in which it is plain the lattér had re- 
ceived verbal instructions, the nature of which is 
but too apparent upon the face. of the document 
which unequivocally refers to them. For the ar- 
gument of the gentleman from Virginia, confined 
as it was to the great points of constitutional law, 
nothing more was necessary than what was ex- 
pressed in the paper itself: Bat a more searching 
investigation—a closer criticism—is demanded by- 
the extraordinary character of these instructions 
to this extraordinary agent. 

I read from Mr. Clayton’s letter of instruc- 
tions to Mr. King: i 

“You are fully possessed of the President’s views, and 


can with propriety suggest to the people ef California the 
adoption of measures best calculated to give them effect. 


1850. 
‘originate. solely with 


‘These measures must, of dourse, 
themselves. Assure them of the sincere desire-of the Ex- 
them in 


ecutive of the United States to protect and defend 
the formation of aby government, republican in its charac- 
ter, hereafter to be subinitted to Congress, which shall be 
the result of their own deliberative shoice, But let it be, 


and without the interference of the Executive.” 
parallel to this in 
the last Administration. Nothing like it—nothing 
in the remotest degree akin to it, can be found inany 
of the masterly productions of Mr. Polk, or those of 
his able and patriotic Cabinet. I go further, and 
say, the annalg of diplomacy might be ransacked 
in vain for such. an exhibition as is contained in 
this passage. Remember, sir, these instructions 
did not concern our relations with any foreign 
government: they were to be used on our own ter- 
ritory and among our own people. And yet you 
have in them all the caution, all the secrecy, and 
all the mystery, which might have been expected 
in the most artful specimens of international diplo- 
macy. Mr. King “was fully possessed of the Pres- 
ident’s views!” But what were those views? They 
are nowhere given in this document. No, sir! It 
is evident they were made known. in the secrecy 
of cabinet. consultations—the words in which they 
were conveyed swelled not beyond the lofty ceil- 
ings of the Executive mansion, and they are buried 
in the memory of the cabal that concocted them, 
and of the agent to whom they were. communica- 
ted. Mr. King was instructed to “suggest to the 
people of California the adoption of measures best cal- 
culated to give them (the President’s views) effect;”” 
and immediately upon the heels of this comes that 
most ludicrous caution, ‘these measures must of 
course originate with themselves??? And so fearful 
was Mr. Clayton that “the views of the Presi- 
dent,” and ‘* the measures”? suggested “to give 
them effect,” might be suspected by somebody 
to be really the views and measures of the Pres- 
ident, that he repeats the caution over and over 
again, no less than three times in this single par- 
agraph! He says to the people of California, 
“you ought to do this;”’ but mind, ‘‘it must origin- 
ate solely with yourselves; and mind again, it 
must: “be the result of your own deliberate 
choice,” and yet ‘again remember, it must be 
‘* without the interference of the Executive.” 

This last caution is absolutely so ridiculous that 
it excites contempt as well as amusement. Who is 
it that warns the people of California against “the 
interference of the Executive?” Why, sir, it is 
the Executive himself’ And why should the 
President caution the people of California against 
his own interference? There can only be one 
reason; and that is; because he felt conscious that he 
was interfering, and he sought in this blundering 
way to conceal it from himself as well as from those 
to whom this paternal advice was addressed. . Sir, 
there is nothing like this in ail history, unless it be 
in some of those examples of profound legal skill, 
of which we have instances-on record, where a 
deed of conveyance, fraudulent in its character, 
attempts to evade the force of the facts by gravely 
declaring there is no fraud in the transaction. 

But, Mr. Speaker, I leave this transparent 
artifice, which is calculated merely to excite a 
smile, and I approach other considerations of far 
deeper import. Can you conceive it possible that 
the President of the United States, or rather his 
Cabinet advisers, could have sent this agent to Cal- 
ifornia on this important mission, without having 
thought of the great question of slavery, and with- 
out having given Mr. King the most ample in- 
structions in regard to it? Can you suppose that 
in the advices he was to bear to the people of that 
distant Territory, there were none which touched 
this all-important subject? It is impossible. 
When you reflect, sir, that but for this disturbing 
question there would have been no necessity for 
such an agent, and no pretext for any action on 
the part of the Executive, you cannot. resist the 
conviction that *‘the views of the President,” on 
this subject, were freely communicated to Mr. 
King, and by him to the people of California. 
What were those views? What was Mr. King 
authorized to say to the people of California, on 
this vital and all-absorbing question? What did 
he say to them ? Did he tell them, they could not 
be admitted into this Union as a sovereign State, 
if their constitution should tolerate slavery? 
Did he encourage them, in the name and by 


Y. |] ter; in which, a8 the 


he author he Executive; to seék to coi 
cilfate the-favot of the northern States; by gacri= 
ficing thé interests of the southern? Something 
on this subject, he must have said—something 


; ; + iS as 

at the same time, distinetly understood by them, that the | conveying a suggestion of ** measures best talci- 

plan of such a government must-originate with themselves, || CA9 in int fa labs ed t ermine 

: eu eit ries ph tele Be at G es Mr. Speaker, to atermin 

I chellenge any aiena ii ahoy any passage || S eharacter of the communication made by this 
nllems 8} y PO~ |i agëñt to the pedple of California. L ide. è 

any docunient emaneing ters (3 e pedple of California. Lay aside alt 


lated tô givé efect” to the President’s Views.” Nor 


newspaper rumors and verbal reports, and look at 
the unequivocal déclarations of Mr: Clayton’s lèt- 
; entleman from Virginia 
[Mr. Sppon] well remarked, he usurped the ja- 
dicial power, and proctaimed that the preéxistmg 
laws of Mexico would control the relations of the 
inhabitants with each other, in spite of the Consti- 
tution of the United States! Look again at the 
proceedings of the convention, and the actual pro- 
hibition of slavery incorporated into their consti- 
tution; with the Executive recommendation that 
the constitution be sanctioned, and the State ad- 
mitted into the Union! Here you have the result 
of the movement, in which, no doubt, the Presi- 
dent’s views have been completely effected: And 
is it possiblé to mistake the character of the advice 
which produced this result? Concealed though ‘it 
may be from the eye; it is plainly written in these 
facts. I conceive it to be only a legitimate infer- 
ence from the premises, that the President’s advi- 
sers, in liatching up this notable means of escaping 
from their awkward position, have deemed it in- 
dispensable to secure a constitution excluding 
slavery, so as to make it acceptable to the prepon- 
derating power of the northern States in the two 
Houses of Congress. Any other scheme would 
in all probability have failed; and having resolved 
upon the fatal step, it would have been weakness 
not to give it every possible charice of success. 
To have provided for any show of fairness or fa- 
vor to the southern States would, in the present 
condition of opinion and power in the North, have 
resulted in inevitable discomfiture. Hence, in all 
the calculations of this Cabinet cabal, the propriety 
of making a slave State on the shores of the Pa- 
cific was not for one moment considered. 

In making these remarks, sir, I mean no dis- 
respect to Mr. King. 1 have long enjoyed the ac- 
quaintance of that gentleman, and | entertain for 
him personally the highest esteem. 1 speak only 
of his late mission to California in its political 
bearings; and in that view my judgment does 
most decidedly condemn alike the Administration 
and its agent. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, let us pausé awhile and 
consider the naturé and the magnitude of the 
criié involved in this proceeding. I say crime; 
sir-—crime against the Constitution of the land— 
against the rights of one half of the sovereign 
States of this Confédeéracy, and against the ititegri- 
ty and the very existence of the Union itself. The 
people now in California have been invited by the 
President to assume the government of a country 


belonging to the United States—to fix their own |! 


bouridaries, and usurp the control of a vast and 
valueble territory—to prescribe the qualifications 
of voters; and, in short, to do everything hetes: 
sary to the establishment of an independent State 
govérnment. ‘These are functions strictly legisla- 


trve in their character, and never before, in any | 


similar instance, exercised except by the authority 
and direction of the Government of the United 
States. What the people of California have done 
is strictly revofutionary, and the President of the 
United States has been virtually atthe head of this 
revolution. If there be any validity in these pro- 
ceedings, California is at this moment an independ- 
ent State. She may or may not ask to be admit- 
ted into the Union. If the revolution be success- 
ful, she is the arbiter df her own destiny, with 
complete power, jurisdiction, and ownership over 
the territory, which has'been thus wrested from 
the United States. 

And for what has the President placed the réla- 
tions of this Government with California in this 
perilous position? Only, sir, to relieve his ad- 
ministration from that equally perilous position in 
which its conflicting supporters had placed it— 
only, sir, to avoid that rock, on which it was-felt 
the bark of its power must inevitably splite The 
President has undertaken to cut the Gordian knot 
of the slave question, with the sword of arbitrary 
power. Here, in my judgment, lies the most cul- 
pable part of this whole plot. What was the 
Wilmot proviso? It was simply the exclusion of 


1 pied by ‘the me: of the Executi 
as himself usurped the judicial power and. 
claimed the Wilmot proviso in force in Califa: a 
| and he has again usurped the legislative power to 
procure its incorporation in the pronunciamiento of 
a revolutionary movement. And now in this form 
the measure is presented to us for our acceptance ! 
Not in the simple form of its original. existence, 
but surrounded by a thousand accessory questions 
of the greatest magnitude and of the mést vital im- 
| portance. There is the question of Jimits—the 
| question concerning the number, character, and lo- 
cation of the inhnbitants—the cognate question of ® 


the admission of Deseret and New Mexico, with 
the unsettled boundary of. Texas—ani finally, 
there is the great question of disturbing the present 
comparative equilibrium of the northern and south= 
ern States, and the admission of a principle—the 
establishment of a precedent—which shrouds ‘the 
future of one section ofthis Union in impehetrabl 
darkness. At this delicate and dangerous crisis; 
while the two sections of the Union are éxasper- 
ated against each other almost to the point of rup- 
ture, all these momentous questions are precipi- 
tated upon us. If there had been no war between 
the North and the South, such as has been waged: 
for some years—if, in a seagon of profound calm, 
a territorial government had been established, and 
the South had enjoyed a fair and equal chance for 
the establishment of her institutions in California 
—if, under these circumstances, a State govern- 
ment had been regularly formed with the consent 
of Congress, the South would, even then, have 
been reluctant to see the equilibrium of the syster ` 
disturbed, and her assent would have been attend- 


ed with the most gloomy forebodings. I do not 
doubt, however, that she would have submitted 
| to the measure in spite of its danger. But how 
different_is the case which is presented to her 
| now? For years past we have been continually 
i assaulted in the most vulnerable points, and the 
| assailants have been shielded under the shadow of - 
the Union, whose fundamental principles they. ; 

ion has been violent 


have outraged. The agitati 

maintained ever since the acquisition of C 

—a measure iost baleful to'the South h 
: BP the 


| grossest usurpations in order to bring upon our- 
; selves the very evil against which we have been 
so long struggling. And to place us under the 
| strongest. possible duress, the question: is’ to: be, 
| presented in the shape of a State asking to; be; 
admitted into the Union, when, for thé:purpose of 
| vindicating our own rights under the Conafitution,' 
| we must seemingly place ourselves-in opposition 
| to the rights of the people of Califórnia, But this 
| will not embarrass us for a moment. Those peo- 
| ple will scarcely expect usto submit to a subversion 
| of the most sacred principles of our fundamental 
|| law, in order that they may enjoy the advantages of 
i aviolated Constitution, Such a submission on our | 
i part, while. it would be:ruinous to us, would ren- 
ii der the Union itself almost valueless to them. A 
i fatal ómen would it be “to the destinies. of this 
| great Confederacy, if this new star should arisé 
|! from amidst the fragments of a broken Constitu» 
| tion, paléd ‘in its ‘ascent by the cloud of Executive 

usdrpation. : 
Fatal, indeed, would thé policy inevitably be, 
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at least to the southern States. In this body, the 
popular branch of the Government, the North has 
an overwhelming majority. Already, notwith- | 
‘standing the nominal equality of the northern and 
southern Siates, the Vice. President gives the pre- 
ponderance in the Senate to the most populous 
portion of the Confederacy. The border States 
are trembling in the balance, and, unfortunately, 
some of their public men have, in my judgment, 
deserted their highest interests. In this condition # 
of things, the multiplication of non-slaveholding 
States cannot fail to be disastrous to those of the 
opposite character. All history, all philosophy, 
and all experience combine to teach us, that in all 
interests which are clearly sectional, we shall inev- 
itably be overwhelmed and continually oppressed. 
We have many such interests. Slavery is by no 
means the only one, though it is the most vulner- | 
able; and this very circumstance has tended to 
open our eyes to the extent of our danger from 
these threatened events. It has been the agitation 
upon this question—connected as it is with all our 
-interests, material, social, moral, and political— 
which has led us to look into the operation of the jj 
Federal system and to discover how great an in- 
strument of oppression it may be made in the 
hands of an unscrupulous and fanatical majority. 
It is delusive to talk about existing constitutional 
barriers: they have been constantly overleaped or 
trampled down. I will not undertake to say wheth- 
er the spirit which has been engendered in the 
North is indicative of true progress or not. What-,|; 
ever may be the difference of opinion on that point, 
the fact is unguestionable, that in the northern 
States of this Union slavery is looked upon with 
horror, and there is a determined disposition and 
a constant effort to overthrow it. With all politi- 
cal power, even under our Constitution, in the 
hands of a fixed majority controlled by such feel- 
ings and designs, it would be more than madness | 
to expect to be fairly dealt with by this Govern- 
ment. By their constitutional action it would.be 
in their power greatly to annoy us; and when, as 
they have done and would undoubtedly do again, | 
they should overstep the limits of their constitu- 
tional authority, we should be absolutely at their 
mercy, with no power of protection except our 
own resistance. , 

{ repeat, this would not be the case only in 
reference to the question of slavery. It would be 
so jn all our distinctive interests, where those 
of the North and South conflict, as they do in 
many instances. The disease in our system, 
which ‘this slavery agitation has revealed to us, 
lies deeper than the slavery question itself. It is 
organic in its character. It does not follow, be- |; 
cause the disease has attacked the heart, that, 
when the irregular throbbings of this organ have 
been allayed, it may not immediately seize upon 
the lungs, or even the brain. It is true, the meas- 
ure known as the ** Wilmot proviso,” seems now | 
to be abandoned. I believe such is now the; 
policy of the northern Whigs; although not one 
of them, up to this session of Congress, has ever 
in this House voted against it,—I believe it is 
their settled policy now to avoid that measure and || 
prevent its passage by every possible means short || 
of a direct vote against it, Where is the honor- 
able gentleman from Pennsylvania, who has the |; 
doubtful distinction of having given his name to || 
this notorious measure? I tell him that his hobby | 
is gone. Well did, the gentleman from Alabama || 
exclaim, “ The thing is dead!” Yes, sir, all the |! 
green honors that once clustered around the name || 
of the reputed author of this policy have withered || 
and perished. His faithful allies of the last Con- | 
gress bave deserted him, in the vain effort to save || 
the sinking administration of Gen. Taylor. Bat 


| come independent. 


the spirit of the measure is still living and vigor- || 
ous, while its dead and loathsome carcass only |} 
has been left to its earliest and best friends. The | 
political jugglers have accomplished the feat of |, 
transmigration, and the living principle of the |: 
s Wilmot proviso”? has been breathed into the |! 
body of the California convention. å i! 
But, sir, we are not to be deceived by this 
adroit movement—our eyes are not to be diverted 
from the fact, that the principle and the power 
which constitute all the danger are still in effec- | 
tive operation, and seeking to accomplish their fell | 


purpose. You, northern gentlemen, have sported f 


with this question, for political purposes, until 
you found the dangerous plaything to be a shell, 
which was about to burst in your hands and | 


spread consternation around. You have there- 
fore rolled it away; but you have only substi- 
tuted for it a magazine of still more dangerous 
materials, which by its explosion may- eventually 
shatter the Union. s 2 a 

Under these circumstances, Mr. Speaker, I be- 
lieve, with the gentleman from Alabama, who 
commenced his speech yesterday, [Mr. Hizurarp,] 
that it is the duty of the South to.insist upon a 
settlement of this dangerous question at the pres- 
ent time. I believe she will be utterly untrue to 
herself if she does not adopt this course in this 
great emergency. In resisting the admission of 
California, she will. be standing on the corner- 
stone of the Constitution, as certainly as when 
resisting the application of the Wilmot proviso. 
Let her rise in her strength, and rebuke the usurp- 
ations of executive authority, at the same time 
that she is providing for her future peace and 
security. Upon this vantage ground let her take 
her stand, and if there be yet remaining any lim- 
itation’s to the power of this Government—if there 
be yet left in the minds of men any respect for 
truth and justice—she must and will prevail. Ìn 
my judgment, it would be a most fatal error in 
the southern States to permit this great occasion 
to pass by unimproved. 1 do not pretend to go 


! Into the question as to the proper mode of giving 


security to the South. i only, maintain now that 
she is entitled to it and must have it—she must 
have it in her own hands. This vital question, 
if not determined speedily by the two Houses of 
Congress, will in all probability be maturely con- 


| sidered by another body, bearing a commission 


from the people higher even than that of the Con- 
gress of the United States. 

I speak, sir, for myself and for my constitu- 
ents as far as I know their views and their interests. 


I should conceive myself to be utterly false to those į 


who sent me here, if | could hesitate in the present 
crisis. 
least fatal embarrassments thrown around this 
subject by the action of the Cabinet, is the diffi- 
culty of answering this very question. ‘The pseudo 


| State of California cannot be admitted into the 


Union—at least, it cannot be with my vote, ex- 
cept upon a full adjustment of all the difficulties. 
If it shall be rejected, what will be the condition 
of the people who have been so fatally misled by 
the President’s advisers? Whatever may be the 
result, the responsibility will rest upon those alone 
who have originated this premature and unlawful 
movement. The State may possibly seek to be~ 
It will be difficult to reduce it 
again to the condition of a mere dependent terri- 
tory. Nevertheless, I believe, if it were possible 
to establish promptly a territorial government, all 
might yet be put right. But such a course is 
environed with almost insuperable difficulties, and 
the future alone can reveal the mode by which 
these obstacles are to be surmounted. 

But it may be possible that the dominant major- 


| ity in the two Houses of Congress will have the 
| strength to secure the admission of California, and 
that they will blindly exercise the power they | 


possess. I hope I shall never see that fatal day ! 
But should it come in spite of my feeble depreca- 
tions, I shall be ready to meet it with whatever 
sacrifices may be necessary to defend the interests 


of the people I represent. Ít is possible the people | 


of the whole South may not immediately under- 
stand, the full extent of their danger—it is possible 


the evil day of separation may be postponed yet a | 
But I solemnly believe that day ; 


while longer. Ts 
must come, as the inevitable consequence of the 
act it is proposed to accomplish. With the suc- 


cess of this measure, there is no prospect ofany- |, 
| thing but the utter exclusion of the South from 


every foot of the territory which she has con- 
tributed to purchase with her best blood. She 
must soon be completely surrounded by free States, 
into which will be gradually infused the hostile 
feelings, which now so deeply pervade the masses 
of the northern people. She will be overwhelmed 
in the Union by a power, which, out of it, she 
: could successfully resist. Are the southern people 
| so blind as not to beable to see this? and how long 
, do you suppose it will require them to learn the 
| extent of their danger ? 

i Tam among those, Mr. Speaker, who, for 
+ some time past, have looked with gloomy appre- 
; hensions upon the fearful struggle which has been 
exhibited here and throughout the whole country. 
fam far from being sure that itis possible to save 
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But what is to be done? Not among the | 


the Union. I imagine I now hear the first low 
rumblings, and feel the incipient vibrations of the 
shock which is destined to rend it assunder. My 
eonviction is founded, rather upon the state of 
feeling which has been unhappily engendered be- 
tween the two Sections, than upon any great event 
immediately affecting the interests of either. How 
rudely have the ties of brotherhood been sundered? 
How deeply has the sense of constant. wrong and 
outrage sunk into the hearts of the southern peo- 
ple! What was at first but the feeling of wounded 
affection, became afterwards indignation, and final- 
ly, continued too long, it has grown to be settled 
hate. The southern people have little hope from 
—they have almost no confidence in—the justice 
and forbearance of their northern brethren. They 
have seen the most important provisions of the 
Constitution openly violated by the State authori- 
ties of the opposite section, and their dearest inter- 
este have been regularly thrown into the arena of 
politics and made the sport of contending parties. 
To such an extent has this system of hostility 
-been carried, that, with buf few honorable excep- 
tions, it has now become almost impossible for a 
northern man to acquire the favor of his people, 
except in proportion to the bitterness of his oppo- 
sition to southern rights and institutions. In this 
state of exasperated feeling, how long can you ex- 
pect to maintain a union, 
“ Whose deep foundations lie 
In veneration and a people’s love ?”” 

If there be any real desire to preserve the Union, 
you must restore the alienated affections of the 
people. This can only be done by restoring the 
Constitution to its pristine purity—by observing 
its sacred compromises in letter and spirit—and by 
putting an end, at once and forever, to that con- 
tinual war of fanaticism which has been waged, 
for so many years, against the institutions of the 
South. You cannot altogether repair the injury 
you have done; but you can cease to injure us 
i! farther, and you can give us assurances of our 
| future peace. These are the conditions, and the 
only conditions, of the stability of this Union. If 
any man understands me to deal in the language 
of menace, he does me great injustice. As I 
would scorn the threats of others, | would feel 
abased to use them myself. But I speak of causes 
and effects. I look upon the operation of political 
forces and endeavor to comprehend the resulting 
tendency of their combined action. And I tell 
you here to-day, as the solemn conviction of one 
whose opinion may indeed be worth but little, that 
the problem is not, on the part of any one, to de- 
stroy the Union, but the difficulty is to preserve it 
by all the power you can exert to effect that ob- 
ject. [tell you, sir, it will require all the wisdom, 
energy, and patriotism of all your Clays, Casses, 
Buchanans and Websters,. and whatever other 
great names you can bring to bear, to arrest the 
downward progress of events. If this can be done 
with security to the South, upon the principles and 
to the extent for which I have argued, I shall hail 
the consummation with profound. joy. But if 
California be forced upon us, without such an ad- 
justment of the questions involved in that measure, 
I shall be ready to make the final struggle upon 
| this very ground—I shall be prepared to go with 
; the southern people in whatever they may deter- 
; mine—even though it be to abandon the Union, 
| when the rights of the southern States cannot be 
| otherwise protected. i 

[Mr. Sranton was several times interrupted on 
points of order (relevancy) made by Mr. Preston 
Kine, but there was no action of the House 
thereon.] — 

Mr. STANTON having concluded— 

Mr. VINTON (with a view to reach the joint 
resolution from the Senate, limiting the expenses 
of collecting the revenue, which had been returned 
from the Senate with an amendment) moved that 
the motion to reconsider be laid upon the table. 

And the question was taken and decided in the 
affirmative. 

So the motion to reconsider the vote by which 
F 
j| the message and documents had been ordered to 
! be printed, was laid upon the table. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 


Representatives. . 
Also, a communication from the Treasury De- 
partment, transmitting, in compliance with the 
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acts of Congress of 1808 and 1819, an exhibit of 
the contracts authorized by thé Treasury Depart- 
ment, during the years 1848-49; of ‘payments. 
made from the Treasury, according.to specific 

laws; of the expenditures for the discharge of 
miscellaneous claims; of the. expenditures out of 
the marine hospital fund for the relief of sick and 

disabled seamen, for the year 1849; which com- 

munication, a : 

On the motion of Mr. BAYLY, was referred to 
the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered 
to be printed. : . : 

COLLECTION OF THE REVENUE. 

The joint resolution from the Senate, * limiting 
the expenses for collecting the revenue from cus- 
toms for the present fiscal year,” having been re- 
turned from the Senate with an amendment to the 
amendment of the House,.and now coming up on 
the question of concurrence therein— 

The amendment of the Senate was read. It au- 
thorizes the Secretary of the Treasury to dispose 


of the Government lease of certain warehouses on ||- 


the best practicable terms for the Government, on 
or about the Ist of January next, or to retain such 
parts of the lease, or to lease other warehouses for 
the storage of unclaimed goods as are required by 
law to be stored by the Government. 

Mr. BAYLY. moved that the said amendment 
of the Senate be concurred. in by the House; and, 
he said, before following up that motion with 
another, he merely desired to say, that the amend- 
ment of the Senate met the concurrence of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and that it was 
in accordance with views which he had presented 
in the committee. He thought it was an import- 
ant part of the resolution. He moved the previous 
question. 

Mr. ASHE called for the reading of the amend- 
ment, which was again read. 

Mr. ASHE desired to inquire, he said, of the 
chairman of the Coriimittee of Ways and Means, 
[Mr. Bay.y] whether the adoption of the amend- 
ment would not do away with the warehousing 
system? i 

Mr. BAYLY. No—it will not. 

The question was then taken on the demand for 
the previous question, and there was a second. 
And the main question (on concurring in the 
amendment of the Senate to the amendment of the 
House) was taken, and decided in the affirma- 
tive without a division. 

So the amendment of the Senate was concurred 
in. 

Mr. BAYLY moved a reconsideration of the 
vote, and that that motion be laid upon the table. 

The question having been taken and decided in 
the affirmative, the motion to reconsider was laid 
upon the table. ` i . , 

So the joint resolution awaits only,the signature 
of the President to become a law. 


THE SUPREME COURT. 

_ The joint resolution from the Senate authorizing 
the appointment of a special clerk by the Supreme 
Court of the United States, coming up on its first 
and second reading, and having received the 
same— ` 

Mr. BAYLY said the Supreme Court of the 
United States, in consequence of the press of busi- 
ness upon them, growing out of the reform that 
had been made in the discussions before that tri- 
bunal, had found it absolutely necessary to havea 
clerk to transcribe their opinions. 'They had not 
time to do it themselves. And that court asked 
for this clerk, of a moderate salary, to be appoint- 
ed by the court itself. He hoped there would be 
no objections to putting this joint resolution on its. 
passage. i j ] 

Mr. JONES said he objected to the resolution 
being put upon -its passage, and he not only op- 
posed it now, but he should oppose it whenever 
the question came up. . i 

The judiciary system had been increasing and 
augmenting in expenses every year—almost every 
day he might say, and itnow cost at least twice as 
much as, in his opinion, it was worth to the coun- |; 
try. And pass this resolution, and give this clerk, 
and another year perhaps every justice of that 
court would want a clerk to be paid out of the 
public treasury at $6 a day. Now,if weinguired 
as tò the compensation received by the clerk of | 
the Supreme .Court of the United States, it would 


‘the court at-the council room or in the court room. 
Fle could not see the necessity for an additional 
clerk when'they had a clerk there-to do the busi- 
ness, furnished by law, and amply paid to-do all 
the duties that the court could possibly require: 

He moved that the resolution be referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of 
the Union. - 

Mr. BAYLY said his friend from Tennessee, he 
was sure, misunderstood the character of this- 
clerk called for. The Judges of the Supreme 
Court were required to record their opinions of 
course. In writing their opinions they frequently 
interlined them very much. Some of them wrote 
bad. hands. It was impossible for men of their 
age to do this copying for themselves; and if they 
could doit it would be very false economy to require 
them to do it, because their time might be much, 
better employed. A clerk to copy these opinions 
must be aman who understood technical terms, 
who understood the abbreviations which the 
judges made. He must be alawyer. But in ad- 
dition to that, the resolution contemplated addi- 
tional duty upon his part. It was to make inves- 
tigation, to aid the Court in investigations, which 
would save much mere drudgery of Jabor on their 
part, and enable them to dispatch their business 
more expeditiously. 

It:was very well known that for the opinions of 
the majority of that Court he had no very great 
respeet; for the opinions of others of them he had 
ahigh respect. But he had no idea that that high 
tribunal would ask an appointment of that sort 
unless there were a necessity for it. He had no 
particular anxiety about the disposition of the 
resolution. If it were the pleasure of the House 
to send it to the Committee on the Judiciary he 
would notobject. But in the mean time that Court 
was in session, and in want of these very services, 
as he was informed. 

Mr. CARTER said he wished the resolution to 
be read, that it might be ascertained what kind of 
a clerk it proposed to give the Supreme Court. 

The resolution was.read accordingly. 

Mr. CARTER said he considered this an ex- 
traordinary application. In the organization of the 
Court they had generally a competent clerk, with 
deputies. This Court was furnished with three, 

and the extraordinary duties of this particular 
officer contemplated by the resolution were defined 
by the resolution itself. They were, as he under- 
stood from the reading of the resolution, to make 
researches, and gather up materials [a laugh] for 
opinions on the part of the Bench; and the reason 
assigned for it by the able chairman of the Com- 
mitteé of Ways and Means [Mr. BayLy] was, 
‘that the Judges had become old and not able to 
do it themselves. A better remedy for that state 
of things was a reformation of the Constitution of 
the United States, compelling the Judges to quit 
the Bench when they became unfit to do the duties 
of the Bench. ; 

Mr. BAYLY interposed, and inquired if the 
gentleman would dispense with the services of 
Chief Justice Taney in that court? 

Mr. CARTER replied, when he became so old 
and inefficient that he could not do his own think- 
ing [a Jaugh] without being supplied with a clerk 
for that purpose, he (Mr. C.) would be in favor 
of it. If he comprehended this resolution, it pro- 
vided a clerk to aid them in thinking, [laughter]— 
a clerk for investigation! [Renewed laughter.] 
This was the proposition that was coolly made 
here by the Supreme Court of the United States 
—that they might be furnished with auxiliary 
brains, to do their thinking, [laughter,] which 
now, God knows, they did not do. Butthe way 
to correct the evil was not by thrusting upon them 
a supplemental judge, (for that seemed to be the 
office of the clerk proposed,) but to reform the 
Constitution, and cut them off when old age, de- 
bility, or bad habits [laughter] disabled them for 
investigating for themselves. i s 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, said he 
thought the resolution should go to the Committee 
on the Judiciary; he thought it due to the Supreme 
Court that it should take this reference. Here 
was an application coolly made 

Mr. CARTER interposing. 
cation is very cool. es 
Mr. THOMPSON replied, that the discussion 


I-think the appli- 


pretty earnest, somewhat cavalier. 


be,found to be sufficient to pay. for all the clerical 
dates That could possibly be required, either for 
Bed 


This was not, as he understood, a clerk at all 


the Judiciary. pee fo ee 
He had been sorry, very sérry indeed, to hear 
reflections cast upon that Court, whose course 
had done honor to the country, whose decisions 
had done so much, not only to interpret our‘own 
Constitution, but to shed ‘light upon the: great 
principles of international and of common Jaw. 


He would give them no extra or unnecessary 
officers. But when the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and several of the committees of the House, 
as well as the Senate, had their clerks, he thought 
it was not unreasonable that the Supreme Court 
should ask one. They had much more need of 
one. He would treat their application respect. 
fully. He preferred to see the resolution referred. 
He hoped the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
Jones] would allow it to go to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. -If it went to the Committee of thë 
Whole it was an end to’ all efforts ‘to. investigate 
it—it would be long before it would be reached... 

Mr. CLEVELAND said: he did’ not’ feel willé 
ing to sit here, and hear the highest tribunal’of the 
country assailed in the mannér in which’ it~ had 
been, and witness a broad laugh all’ over ‘this: 
House at the wit displayed—at whose expense’? 
at yours (said Mr. C.) and mine, andthe expense 
ofthis nation; for the moment that any man makes 
the American people believe that that Court is in- 
competent to discharge the duties that are devolved 
upon it, that moment the great security for liberty 
in this land is destroyed. Was that Court. (he 
asked) of the character described? Was it thus 
destituteof brains? Because it merely asked, under 
peculiar circumstances, for an additional clerk, to 
aid it in dispatching the business of the public, did 
it follow that it was thereby admitting, in the , face 
and eyes of the American people, that it needed 
another judge; and a judge possessing brains to a 
greaterfamount then they had? AE 

In justice to the judges of this Court—not as 
much as in justice to himself and to this House— 
he would state what he understood to be the 
grounds of thisapplication. Under the old systern 
of allowing the lawyers to spin their yarns as long 
as they saw fit, the Court did not dispatch the 

business before it so rapidly but a ‘single: clerk’ 
could discharge the duties which ‘he believed 
everybody admitted weré discharged by aclerk— 


was not quite of the same character. -It was | 


which. never had been, were ‘not:now, arid nbyer, 
would be required to. be performed’ by the: judges’ 
themselves. © Now they had-seen fit to imitaté the 
example set them by this House, and limit thé 
lawyers to two hours—as this House—the’ sen pi- 
ble, thinking part of- it had limited those of them 
who were lawyers to one-hour.. He thought that 
was wise. He believed this change of system 
necessarily dispatched business. so ‘rapidly that 
they now needed an: additional clerk. He saw 
nothing unreasonable in Pd olin that should 
call down upon their heads the ridicule of any gen- 
tleman or the ridicule of the House: Why, it 
seemed to him the plainest proposition ever made, 
and as reasonable as it was plain, ' 

But aside from that, had it come to this that 
this House had so little confidence in the Supreme 
Court of the United States of America, that they 
were unwilling to grant them the assistance of a 
clerk to do their writing, when they came forward: 
and unanimously told them that they wanted ‘that 
assistance? Was it necessary to go through all the 
ceremony of referring this simple proposition to a 
committee, baving it investigated, and a. report 
made upon it, as though the: justices’ of the Su- 
preme Court of the United States were-not com- 
petent to decide this matter?” Why, there was 
not a State in’ this Union, not one in which the 
courts were not empowered ‘to’ appoint their own 


clerk. And now, would the legislative power not 


accede to the necessities of the Court, which sim- 
ply asked: thatthe power should: be extended to 
them by legislation of saying that all the duties 
might be done—which all lawyers conceded should 
be: done—by-a clerk. Now, had it come to this 
that they seriously called in question the sanity 
of that court, because they simply asked an addi» 
tional clerk, owing to a change of their practice, 
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which he believed after trial they approved—= || ‘he, previdhs questi 


which he thought the whole American people 
would approve? He believed the result of that |; 
change was exceedingly beneficial. =. 
He felt persuaded that his friend from Ohio [Mr. 
Carrer] had not intended to say anything im- 
roper or unkind,to. this Court. The gentleman 
fad spoken from the feelings of the moment. 
He could hardly believe that. the. gentleman would 
be willing deliberately to say from. his. place— 
even by inference—ihat that Court was destitute 
Of brainse ee et as 
Mr. CARTER (the floor heing yielded for ex- 
planation) said he did not wish to,sit here and hear 
repeated mistépresentations of what he bad said. 
He had not charged the Supreme Court with lack- 
ing brains, but his friend ‘from Connecticut had put 
that language into his mouth. He had said. that 
the resolution recommended to the consideration 
of the House, proposed auxiliary brains [a laugh] 
to the Supreme Court. It was not he who had 
impeached the capacity of the Judges of that 
Court; it was the resolution. They. wanted an in- 
vestigating clerk—that was what the resolution 
said—a clerk to think and look for them. They 
were already provided with all the clerical force 
which the Supreme Court required, and his friend 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. Tuompson] said it was 
not a clerk of the Court, but a clerk of the Judges 
which was proposed. Now, he found it was very 
fashionable here in Washington to have clerks to 


persons—so much so that it was true of most of'|| 


the functionaries of Government, that they had to 
be waited upon in the discharge of almost all the 
indispensable duties of nature., And this was the 
description of clerk that these Judges wanted. A 
clerk to assist! A supplemental jadge! A think- 
ing machine for the Bench! That was the object 
of this resolution. 


Mr. CLEVELAND (resuming) said, that one 


object he had had in view in alluding to that part | 


of the gentleman’s remarks, was to give the gen- 
tleman an opportunity to set himself right. The 
gentleman was determined to keep himself in the 
wrong. Great as was his regard for that gentle- 
man, he must be allowed to say to that gentleman, 
to the Speaker, and to this House, that they had 
the power of disgracing themselves, but they had 
not the power of disgracing that Court. When he 
saw men so ready to laugh at wit at the expense 
of their respectability, he almost pitied them. 

Mr. FOWLER, interposing, (the floor being 
yielded,) said he wished for one to protest that the 
ridicule was not upon the Court, but that the ridi- 
cule and laughter arose from the very gentle and 

lacid manner in which the gentleman from Ohio 

ad uttered his sentiments. 

Mr. CLEVELAND said he regretted that his 
friend across the way should have found it neces- 
sary to come to his relief in his attempt to place 
his brother Carrer in a proper position. So far 
as the House complimented themselves in laugh- 
ing at manner here, he left his worthy friend from 
Massachusetts and the gentleman from Ohio to 
settle here or elsewhere. They were abundantly 
able to do it. : 

But in regard to this other matter, permit him 
to say that, in his opinion, the demand made 
by the Court upon them was a reasonable one, 
and they ought to treat it in a manner which— 
while these attempts at wit would not and could 
not disgrace the Court—should uot reflect discredjt 
upon themselves. He thought it was due.to the | 
House, and due to the Court, and therefore he | 
hoped the resolution would pass. If gentlemen 
persisted in talking about this matter as an addi- 
tion to the brain of the Court, he could not help | 
it—he regretted it exceedingly. Brace te 

Id be the effect | 


Mr. DUER inquired what wou 
of the previous question? . | 
The SPEAKER said, if sustained it would bring 
the House to a direct vote, firstupon the motion to 
refer the resolution to the Committee of the Whole | 
on the state of the Union, and then, if that were 


rejected, to a vote upon ordering the joint resolu- i 


“tion to be read a third time. . 
Mr. DUER moved the previous question. j 
Mr. KAUFMAN requested the gentleman to 
withdraw the demand for the previous question, to || 
enable him (Mr. K.) to move to refer the resolu- || 
tion to the Committee on Public Expenditures, if 
the pending motion to refer failed. i 


Mr. DUER declined to withdraw the demand |; pi 


for the previous question. l 


| main question ordered, being firston the motion to | 


į sons praying for the reduction of postage to two cents for 


| being taken by tellers. 


| joint. resolution, 


Erie and Ontario. 


i county, Pennsylvania, praying for the establishment of a 


as seconded; and the | 


refer the resolution. to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. ; 


ative. w * Reh tot Se Bee. Give es Wea 
So the House refused to refer the resolution.. 
„x: Phe, question, recurred upon. ordering the resolu- | 
tion to a third reading, was taken.and agréed to. 
‘The resolution was-read a third time. | 
And the question being on its passage—. ji 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, moved the pre- || 
vious question. Cite gates a A rds, Bice seh. 
.-The. previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. .. 
Mr. POTTER asked th 
passage of the resolution. 


The yeas and nays were ordered—the question 


e yeas and nays on the 


_ Mr. SACKETT moved that the House do now 
adjourn, eae 
‘The motion was rejected. ee 
The question recurred upon the passage of the 


Mr. CARTER said he was informed that it was 
not the wish of all the Judges of the Supreme 
Court to have this additional clerk; some of them 
were opposed to it. TAS ‘ 3 

The question wag, taken, and, decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 90, nays, 73; as follows: ; 

YEAS—Messts. Alexander, Bayly, Bissell, Booth, Bowie 
Bowlin, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Buel, Burt, Chester Butler, 
Joseph P. Caldwell, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Clark, 
Cleveland, Coleoek, Cole, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, De- 
herry, Dixon, Doty, Dunean, Durkee, Alexander Evans, Na- 
than Evans, wing, Fitch, Freedley, Fuller, Gott, Gould, 
Grinnell, Hammond, Hampton, Haralson, Sampson. W. 
Barris, Henry, Hibbard, Hilliard, Holmes, Houston, Howe, 
Hunter, Inge, Jackson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. 
King, James G. King, John A. King, Horace Mann, Matte- 
son, MeKissock, Meacham, Moore, Morton, Ogle, Outlaw. 
Owen, Peck, Phelps, Phwnix, Pitman, Reed, Reynolds, 
Risley, Rockwell, Ramsey, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, 
Shepherd, Silvester, Alexander I. Stephens, Thaddeus 
Stevens, Stetson, Taylor, James Thompson, Thurman, Un- 
derhill, Watkins, Wellborn, White, Whittlesey, Wilson 
and Wiuthrop—90. ` i 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Alston, Anderson, Ashe, 
Averett, Bay, Bingham, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Joseph 
Cable, George Alfred Caldwell, Carter, Williamson R. W. 
Cobb, Conger, Daniel, Dickey, Dimmick, Disney, Edmund- 
son, Featherston, Fowler, Hamilton, Harlan, Thomas L. 
Harris, Haymond, Hebard; Holliday, Hubbard, Andrew 
Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, Preston King, Lefiler, Littlefield, 
Job Manu, Marshall. Mason; McDowell, McLanahan, Rob» 
ert. M. McLane, McMullen, McQueen, Meade, Miller, Mill- 
son, Morris, Olds, Orr, Otis, Potter, Powell, Putnam, Rich- 
ardson, Robbins, Robinson, Root, Sackett, Stanly, Richard 
H. Stanton, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, 
Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Wentworth, Wildrick, Wilmot, 
Wood, Woodward, and Young—73. 


So the joint resolution was passed. 


On motion of Mr. KAUFMAN— 
The House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ke. 
The following petitions, &c., were presented 
under the rule and appropriately referred: 


. By Mr. SPALDING: The petition of the seamen, mas- 
ters, and owners of vessels, residents of Buflalo, urging the 
establishment of a marine hospital at the city of Buffalo, 
which shalt be adequate to the wants of the sick and dis- 
abled seamen of that place, 

Also, the petition of James S. Smith and others, in favor 
of cheap postage. s i 

By Mr. RISLEY: The petition of Maria Hills, of Chau- 
tauque county, New York, praying Congress to order her 
name to be placed on the pension list, as a widow of a revo- 
hutionary soldier. 7 toi 

By Mr. GREEN:.The petition of citizeus of Scotland 
county, Missouri, praying the establishment of a mai} route. 

Also, the petition of the officers of the land office at Fay- 
ette, Mi-souri, praying increased compensation for locating 
military land warrants. 7 

By Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky: The memorial of 
Samuel A. Sutt, of Mason county, Kentucky, who was 
wounded inthe war of 1812, asking an increase of pension. 

Mr. STANTON also.gave notice of his intention to intro- 
duce a bill granting pensions to the officers, soldiers, and 
volunteers, engaged in the wars of the United States between 
the years 1783 and 1795, 

By Mr. BURROWS: The petition of Seymour Soville 
and others, citizens of the county of Niagara, New York, 
for the construction of a ship canal connecting Lake 


By Mr. BOOTH: The petition of Thomas G. Mather, of 
Middletown, in the State of Connecticut, and 31 other per- 


half ounce letters. : 

By Mr. WILMOT: A petition signed by 40 citizens of 
Susquehanna, Pennsylvania, praying for a reduction of post- 
age. 

Also, a petition signed by 60 citizens of Susquehanna 


mail route from Tunkhannock to Carbondale via Tunk- 
bannock and East Branch creeks, in the State of Penngyl- 


The question was taken and decided in the neg- || £ 


a. ve ages os fet a ee Je ase 
By Mr. ROBINSON: Resolutions and peutions unani- 


mous) y adopted and numerously signed by. Jarge. and re- 
spectable public meetings, and highly. respectable names 


Bean 
mous! 


J and firms, since the two-conveations were held at Sts Louis 


and at:Memphis, all. declaring Mr.: Whitney’s to be ‘“the- 
only. feasible plan,. the, only one: that..would not, involve 
onstit al, sectional, and other difficulties sure to iin- 


pede and finally stop the progress of the work,” requesting 


| their Senators and Representatives and praying Congress to 
| pass7a law. without delay to carry out Mr: Whitney’s:plan 


Resolutions adopted at a Jarge public meeting called by the 
Chamber of Commerce at Cincinnati, October 12, 1849.. 
Do do do at Louisville, Ky., Nov, 22, 1849, 
Do do do at Dayton, Ohio, December 1, 1849. 
Do do .do at Zanesville, Ohio, Dec. 6, .1849. 
The Petition of R. F. Fairchild and 25 others, of New York. 
The Petition of C..-Tucker and 103 others of do 


j The Petition of J. W., Ryckmap and 470 otbersof do 


The Petition of John Broadhead and 22 others of Philad’a. 
The Petition‘of J. R, Chardon, B. Richardson & Son and 
- 335 others òf Philadelphia. `: è SS 
The Petition of Col,. James Page and 6l-others of Philag’a. 
_ By. Mr. WJ. BROWN :; A memorial of the Washington 
Gas Light Company, praying that a contract may be entered 
into with said Company to light the public buildings and 
grounds. ie eo ` 

- By Mr. BUTLER, of, Pennsylvania:. The. petition of citi- 
zens of Providence; Luzerne county, Pennsylvania, asking 
Congress to establish the rate of postage on prepaid letters 
at two-cents per half ounce. =+ 2 

. By Mr..CONGER: The petition of 39 citizens of Cayuga 
county, New. York, asking a-reduction of postage to two 
cents per half ounce on prepaid letters., 6 

By Mr. BOWIE: The memorial of a committee of th 
Agricultural Society of the State of Maryland, asking the es- 
tablishment of a bureau of agriculture, and the formation of 
a normal schoo) of agriculture at the seat.of government. 

_By Mr. FOWLER: ‘The petition of Ruel Rogers and 25 
other citizens of Lyme, Connecticut, praying for a reduction 
of postage.on letters to two cents. : . 

:By Mr. GRINNELL: The petition of citizens 
chusetts , for.a buoy on Stone Horse Shoal. fate 

Also, of Richard Stevens and 84 other citizens of Mas- 
sachusetts, for a survey of Parmet river. me 

Also; of Joseph A. Bailey and.25 other citizens of Mas- 
sachusetts :. Valentine Hussey and 19 others; and of Benja- 
min Rodman and 13 others—all for cheap postage. __ 

By Mr. HALLOWAY: The petition of Abraham Bell, and 
40 citizens of New York, in favor ofa railroad to the Pacific. 

By Mr. BUEL: The petition of B. Gryham, and 78 other 
citizens of Detroit, praying Congress to establish a cheap 
postage system. ; : 

Also, the memorial of Henry Acker and others, officers 
of the land office at Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan, praying a 
change of the law regulating their compensation for lo- 
cating military bounty land warrants. 

Also, the memorial of J. Kingsland and, others, officers of 
the ten regiments in the late war with Mexico, praying re- 
muneration for their services by grant of bounty lands. 

Also, the memorial of Sarah, Ten Eyck, executrix of Con- 
rad. Ten Eyck, deceased, praying the payment to. her. of 
certain moneys due said Ten Eyck, as Jate marshal of the 
Distriet of Michigan. “: bes s. 

. By. Mr. CLEVELAND: The. petition. of citizens of Kil- 
tingly, Connecticut, for reduction of postage. : 

Iso, the petition of A. Warren and others, citi 
Waterbury, Connecticut, for reduction of postage. 

By Mr. JACKSON: The petition of John Arnott, Ariel 
Thurston and 75 others, citizens of. Elmira, Chemung coun- 
ty, New York, praying that the. postage on prepaid letters 
not éxceeding half an ounce be reduced to two cents. 

Also, the petition of Peter Wintermute, William H. Van 
Duzer and 40 others, citizens of Fairport, Chemung county, 
New York, on the same subject, : i ; 

By Mr. YOUNG: The petition of F. A. Thomas and 31 
others, citizens*of Illinois, asking Congress to pass a law re- 
ducing the rates of postage on all prepaid letters to two cents 
the half ounce. 

By Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi: The petition of A, B. 
Bradford and others, late commissioned officers in the mili- 
tary service of the United States against Mexico, praying 
that bounty Jand may be granted to the commissioned offi- 
vers aforesaid. 

By Mr. DOTY: The petition of Joha N. Chicks and 
others, citizens of the United States, praying for the issu- 
ance of patents for payment of moneys withheld, and whieh 
are due to them by the provisions of certain treaties, and 
generally for a redress of grievances. 

Also, the petition of Arnold Rhodes, of Wisconsin, for 
patents. for jands sold to him by Stockbridge Indians, after 
they were made citizens, and before the treaty of the United 
States with that tribe, .. g 

Also, the petition of R. M. Sweet, C. A. Place and others, 
that measures may be taken to procure the right of naviga- 
ting the river St. Lawrence; to the shipping of the lakes. 

Also, the petition of Martin Townsend, of Wisconsin, for 
a pension. 

By Mr. WALDO: The petition of William T. Hooker 
and 75 others, citizens of the first Congressional distriet in 
Connecticut, asking for a uniform rate of postage at two 
cents. 

By Mr. ALEXANDER: The petition of Howland Fish 
and 71 others, citizens of Glen, Montgomery county, New 
York, praying Congress to abolish the franking privilege and 
to establish the rate of postage on prepaid letters at two 
cents per half ounce. 3 

Also, the petition of 43 citizens of the towns of Columbia 
and Warren, Herkimer county, New York, for a reduction 
of postage. = é : 

By Mr. THURMAN: The petition of Wim. H. Myers & Co., 
and 90-others, and the petition of O. D, Peabody and 34 others, 
severally praying Congress to jevy an additional and specific 
duty on iron imported into the United States; which were 
referred to tre Committee on Manufactures. ; 7 

By Mr. MATTESON: The petitions of Thomas B. Ailan= 
son and 21 others; of James B. Agill and 21 others; of 
Thomas Ward, jr. and 25 others; of William N. Larrabee 
and 21 others; all citizens. of Annville, Oneida county, 
New York, asking for. a reduction of postage on prepaid 
letters to a uniform rate of two cents. 
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IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay, February 13, 1850. 

_ The VICE PRESIDENT. ` The first business 

in order is the petition presented yesterday by the 

Senator from New Hampshire. The question 

now before the Senate is on its reception. 

Mr, DICKINSON. Mr. President, I do not 
wish to interfere with the ordinary course of busi- 
hess—the presentation of petitions—but as the 
question to which the Chair has called the atten- 
tion of the Senate will probably give rise:to de- 
bate, if it is taken up now, I ask the Senate to 
pass it over for the purpose of taking up the reve- 
nue bill which the Committee on Finance are ready 
to report. If the question of reception be taken 
without debate I have no objection. 

Srverat Senators. Oh, let it be taken, 

The petition was then received, and on motion 
of Mr. HALE was referred to the Committee on | 
Territories. 


Í TEXAN BONDS. 

Mr. CLAY. Ihave been requested to present 
to the Senate the petition or memorial of Wil- 
tiam S, Wetmore, of the city of New York, and 
James Hamilton, of South Carolina, a committee 
of the revenue bond-holders in the late Republic | 
of Texas, praying for the payment or adjustment | 
of the bonds which they hold. The memorial, it 
will be seen, by the endorsement which 1 have 
just read, seeks to accomplish an object upon 
which I had occasion to address the Senate the | 
other day. Tt is founded upon an opinion which 
J hold, as to the responsibility of this Government ` 
for at least that portion of the debt of Texas con- 
tracted prior to her annexation to the United 
States, for the payment or reimbursement of which 


certain revenues or duties on imports were pledged || 


when Texas was competent to make the pledge. 
I shall add nothing, in enforcing the memorial, to 
the argument which I offered on the occasion to 
which | have referred. The memorial itself con- 
tains an argument which, though I have not read 
it, E have no doubt is better than the one whicn I 
offered. It also touches incidentally upon the ob- 
ligations of the United States to pay other portions 
of the public debt of Texas. I move that, without 
reading, the memorial be referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. That committee is proposed, 
because there are important questions arising un- 
der it of public and international law; and it seems 
to me, therefore, that it is proper that it should go 
to that committee. That committee is also the j 
committee that the petitioners themselves desire it 
should go to. 
The memorial was so referred. 
BOUNTY LANDS FOR VOLUNTEERS. 


Mr. STURGEON. M° President, I have | 


been requested to present to the Senate the memo- 
rials of officers of volunteer companies who served 
in the late war with Mexico, asking to be allowed 
additional bounty land, 

It will not be necessary for me to call the atten- : 
tion of the Military Committee to this matter. 
They are aware of and better understand the 
merits of these claims, and the circumstances con- 
nected with them, than I do. However, Mr. 
President, I will mention this fact, that many of | 
those officers were young men entering into life, 
some of them into the professions, and some of 
them belonging to the more ‘laborious classes of 
society. Ido know, Mr. President—it is within | 
my own knowlédge—that some of these young 
men sold the implements of their trade to farnish 
themselves with the articles necessary for the cam- | 
paign. I know that a number of these young ofii- 
cers died; and 1 know also that many of those who 
have returned home returned with broken consti- 
tutions, and I think the Government will do right, 
and nothing but right, by making an appropriation 
of public land for this purpose. Without reading, 
therefore, I move that the petitions be referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

The petitions were accordingly so referred. 

MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented a petition very 

numerously signed by citizens of the State of New 


i 
j 


$, 


| York; in favor of a reduction, of postage to two 
cents the half ounce on all prepaid. letters; which . 
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was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. SMITH presented the petition-of the heirs 
and representatives of Justus Riley, asking in- 
demnity for French spoliations; which was laid 
on the table. 

Also, from citizens of Simsbury, Connecticut, 
aking the adoption of measures for the amicable 
adjustment of international controversies; which 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
trons. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Newton, Connecti- 
cut, asking for a reduction in the rates of postage; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
! Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. WALKER presented a petition of citizens 
of Sheboygan Falls, Wisconsin, asking the adop- 
tion ofgmeasures for the amicable adjustment of 
international controversies; which was referred to 
| the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented a memorial from 
Charles Colburn, asking compensation for’ his 
Services as a yeoman in the navy; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, a memorial from John Pierce, jr., late a 
professor of mathematics in the navy, asking to 
be restored to his rank, and allowed back pay; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Also, the memorial of Josiah Sturgis and others, 
of the revenue service, asking that the benefits of 


service; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Also, a petition of A. W. Blackmond and other 
citizens of the United States, asking that the pub- 
lic lands may be granted in limited quantities free 
of cost to actual settlers who are not possessed of 
other lands, 

Also, a memorial from citizens of Cecil county, 
Maryland, asking that a portion of the public do- 
main may be reserved for actual settlers who may 
be citizens of the United States; which memorial 
and petition werereferred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands. ; 

Also, a petition of inhabitants of Roxbury, 
Massachusetts, in favor-of a reduction of the rates 
of postage; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and’ Post Roads. 

Mr. JONES presented a memorial from citizens 
of Dubuque, lowa, asking the construction of a 
military road from that place to the Missouri 
river; which was referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canais. 

Also, the proceedings of a meeting of the citi- 
zens of Davenport, lowa, in favor of æ grant of 
land to aid in the construction of a railroad from 
Davenport to Council Bluffs; which were referred 
to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Also, two petitions from citizens. of Iowa, ask- 
ing the establishment of-a mail route from Bloom- 
ington, in that State, to Prairie du Chien, in Wis- 
consin ; which were referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 


Danfel Nippes, asking. compensation for certain 


Affairs. à 

Also, a petition of citizens of Pennsylvania, 
asking that the seamen in the navy may be placed 
on the same footing as to extra pay and bounty 
lands with the soldiers and volunteers in the army; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Also,a memorial of citizens of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, asking for certain improvements 
in the harbors of the river Delaware; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. DOWNS presented a memorial of the Re- 


Louisiana, asking to be allowed commission on 


| entries of bounty land warrants; which he desired 


might lie on the table, as a general bill had already 
been reported. 


the naval pension law may be extended to that: 


Mr. STURGEON presented the petition of | 


arms manufactured for the War Department; | 
which was referred to the Committee on Military ; 


gister and Receiver of the Greensburg land office, | 
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Mr. HAMLIN presented a petition. of me 
chants, ship-ownerg, and others, citizens of. Wis- 
casset, Maine, asking a reduction of thé ‘rates of 
postage; which was referred to the Committéeon” 
the Post Office and Post Roads. ; O 

Also, a petition of citizens of Frankfort, Maine, 
asking a reduction of the rates of postage; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
antl Post Roads. : : 

Mr. YULEE presented a petition of the heirs 
of Manuel Sulano, asking the confirmation of 
their title to a tract of land; which was referred to 
the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented eight peti- 
tions of citizens of Jowa and Illinois, asking the 
removai of obstructions in the navigation of the. 
Mississippi river; which were referred to` the 
Committee on Commerce. ; 

Also, a petition of citizens of Iowa, asking. a, 
grant.of land to that State to aid in the construc: 
tion of the Davenport and Council Bluff Railroad; , 
which was referred to, the Committee: on: Public , 
Lands. : ee 

Also, a petition of citizens of Lowa, asking the . 
establishment. of a mail route from Bloomington, 
in that State, to Prairie du Chien, in Wisconsin; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post . 
Office and Post Roads. : 

Also, a memorial of citizens of Jowa, asking a 
grant of public land to the branch of the State 
University at Fairfield, in that State; which was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 

Mr. SHTELDS presented the memorial of the 
Rock Island and La Salle Railroad Company, 
asking a grant of public land to aid in the con- 
struction of their railroad; which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. i 

Mr. WALES presented the petition of P. E, 
Thomas, Phineas Janney, and Benj. Ferris, in be- 
half of the Seneca nation of Indians, asking the 
payment of certain moneys due and wronefally . 
withheld from them by a sub-agent of the United 
States; which was referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. | f 

Also, a resolution of the General Assembly of 
the State of Delaware, requesting the Senators and: 
Representatives of that State in Congress to.use 
their exertions to procure a grant of public land:to ; 
aid in the establishment of an asylum; for the, ine < 
sane poor in that State; which, was: referred: to the; 
Committee. on Public Lands: and ordered tobe. .; 
printed. : ow : coe 

Mr. BERRIEN presented the memorial of H. 
K. ‘Thatcher and other officers in the navy, asking. 
compensation for mess stores and private property: 
Jost in consequence of the wrecking. of the: United: - 
| States ship Boston; which. was. referred. to- the 
Committee on Naval Affairs... § 

Mr. MASON presented the memorial.of citizens 
of Washington, D. C., asking an appropriation 
for filling and grading square 259, belonging to 
the United States in that city; which was referred 
to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. BRADBURY presented a petition of me- 
chanics of Augusta, Maine, asking a reduction of 
the rates of postage; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

„Also, a petition of citizens of Bath, Maine,: 
praying that corporal punishment in the navy may.’ 
be abolished. ENS fs 

Also, a petition of citizens of the same place, 
asking that the spirit ration’ in the navy. maybe 
abolished; which were severally referred -to- the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. . . oo 

Mr. BENTON presented the petition of citizens 
of Butler county, in the State of Missouri, asking 
the removal of obstructions to ‘the navigation of 
the Big Black river, in that State; which wags re- 
ferred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. © 

Also, a petition of citizens of Ray county, Mis- 
souri, asking that the office of Chaplain in the 
public service may be dispensed with; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion by Mr. DICKINSON, 

Ordered, That the petition of Henry W. Barnes and Ran- 
doiph M. Cooley, on the files of the Senate, be referred to 
the Committee on Military Affajrs. 
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On motion by Mr. FELCH, 
Ordered, That the executrix of Conrad 
weave to withdraw ber petition and papers. f 
„Or the motion of Mr. BELL, the farther call: 
for petitions and memorials was dispensed. with. 
EXPENSE OF .COLLECTING THE REVENUE. 
Mr. DICKINSON, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which was referred the amendment. of 
the House to the- joint. resolution of the Senate 
` limiting the expense of collecting the revenue from. 
customs for the present fiscal year, reported ‘the 
same. back to the Senate, accompanied with the 
following amendment: 09 
tt Provided,: That.the Secretary of the Treasury shall be 
authorized to dispose of the bouded warehouses now leased 
by. Government ow or before the first of January next, on the ` 
best practicable’ terms for the Government; but he may fe- 
tain such parts of said houses, or lease such other houses, at 
his discretion, as may he. necessary for the storage of un- 
claimed goods, ‘or goods which for any other reason are re- 
quired bylaw to be stored by the Government.” 
- The question was stated to be on the adoption 
of the amendment reported by the committee 
Mr. DICKINSON said: The law of last Con- 
gress, as construed by the Attorney General, took 
effect on the first of January last, and limited the 
expense of collecting the revenue to the sum of 
$1,560,000, in addition to the expenses of stor ge, 
drayage, cartage, &c. The estimates of the Sec- 
retary for the next fiscal year, mstead of being 
$1,570,000, besides the items for storage, amount 
to $2.750,000. The Secretary ofthe Treasury asks, 
and the special message of the President calls our 
attention to the subject, that the law of 1849 be 
suspended, or that relief be furnished the Depart- 
ment from. its stringent operation—the amount al- 
lowed by it, in the Secretary’s opinion, not being 
sufficient for the exigencies of the service. The 
Senate passed a bill appropriating for the expense 
of the last half of the present fiscal vear, for the 
relief of the Treasury Department, the same 
amount which had been expended for a like ser- 
vice and like period of time during the year 1848. 
The amount expended in 1848 was $1,855,008 10, 
independent of the items for storage, drayage, and 
eartage, which amounted to $152,723 70, making 
an aggregate of $2,007,723 70, if these items were 
now no larger than in 1848. The bill went to the 
House of Representatives, and there it was 
amended, and returned to the Senate as amended, 
so as to appropriate specifically $1,000,000 for the 
collection. of the revenue proper for the last half of 
the present fiscal year; $50,000. for expense of 
warehousing; $25,000 for Texas and Oregog; and 
$50,000 for new business and new districts, ma- 
king the amount $1,225,000. 


‘Ten Eyck have 


These amounts, together with items of reccipt i] 


for labor, drayage, storage, cartage, &c., if those 
items shall be the same in 1850 that they were 
in 1848, will be, in the aggregate, $1,377,723 70. 
They will, however, amount to much more, as 
I understand that for the first half of the present | 
fiscal year they amounted to $181,000 and up- 
wards. The expenses properly chargeable upon 
them will be also somewhat increased. The 
amount thus appropriated by the House of Rep- 
resentatives exceeds considerably the amount pro- 
posed to be appropriated by the bill as it went from | 
the Senate. It is less by between two or three | 
hundred thousand dollars than the Secretary has 
asked for, and insists is necessary. The majority 
of the’ Committee on Finance, I am authorized to 
say, are clearly of opinion that the amount appro- 
přlated by this bill is considerably larger than is 
necessary to secure efficiency in the service, and | 
larger than they will consent to permanently, when | 
an opportunity shall be afforded to investigate the 
matter carefully, and make specific and permanent 
appropriations. The majority of the committee 
desire to express this opinion. he minority ex- 
press n» opinion on that point, reserving themselves 
for such opinion as they may form and express here- | 
after. The committee are, however, unanimous] 
of opinion, in view of the derangement of the coke 
lection of the revenue, owing to circumstances over 
which this body has and had no control—in view 
of the short space of time intervening between this 
and the end of the fiscal year—that, on the whole, 


it is best to pass this bill as it is, and concur in the į} 


amendment of the House. . l 

The receipts from customs this year, from pres- i 
eñt indications, will be unusually large, and should 
not be put at hazard. “There have been already |! 
actually collected $4,525,526 in the month of Janu- i 
ary alone; $2,972,325 of which: was collected at |; 


me 


"|| the port of New Yo 


im 


; Te month; and, ` 
estimating fairly for por ard from, the re- 
ceipts, actual and estimated, for the month of 
January aniount to the round “sum of $5,000,000; 
and we: do. not believe it-worth while for the 
balance of. this fiscal-year .to struggle against the 
views of the Department, or between the Houses 
and among ourselves, over the difference of opin- 
ion which exists: “Under the exigencies of the | 
case, and the pecifiar circumstances in which we 
find this ‘great interest, we recommend that this 
bill_pass, with an amendment to the amendment of 
the House relating to the warehousing system, 
conferring upon the Secretary of the Treasury a 
power to dispose of the Government warehouses, 
which power it is supposed he already possesses, 
but about which there appears to be some doubt. 
With this explanation, it is hoped that the bill 
will be allowed to pass without delay. i 

The question was theri taken, and the amend- 
ment was agreed to. The amendment adopted by 
the House was also concurred in. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BALDWIN, from the Committee on 


; Claims, to which was referred the memorial of 


Isabella Cole, executrix of William Cole, asking 
indemnity for injuries done to a vessel andecargo 
by the authorities in Peru, submitted an adverse 
report; which was ordered to be printed. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the petition of John Spencer, late receiv- 


| er of public: moneys at Fort Wayne, Indiana, 
| asked to be discharged from the further considera- 


tion of the same, and that it be referred tofthe 
Committee on Public Lands; which was concurred 


n. ž 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to which was referred the resolution re- 
lating to the claims of John Hogan, reported a 


; joint resolution for his relief, directing the Secre- 
| tary of State to settle his accounts upon the prin- 


ciples of equity and justice; which was read a 
first and second time by unanimous consent, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which was referred the several memo- 
rials praying an extension of the jurisdiction of 
the United States district courts over all the navi- 
gable lakes and rivers in the United States, made 
an adverse report on the same; which was ordered 
to be printed. 

Also, from the same commitiee, to which was 
referred the petition of citizens of New York ask- 
ing that accounts may be kept in the national cur- 
rency, and that Spanish and Mexican coins of the 
! value of six and a quarter and twelve and a half 
cents be valued as dimes and half dimes, moved 
to be discharged from the further consideration of 
the same, and that they be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Also, fram the same committee, to which was 
referred the bill to amend the act entitled “ An act 


| to amend the act entitled ‘An act supplemental to 


the act for the admission of Iowa and Florida into 
the Union, ”?” reported the same back without 
amendment. 

Mr. B. further, from the same committee, to 
which was referred’ the resolutions of the Legis- 
lature of Indiana, in relation to costs in the United 
States courts, in suits involving questions of 
patent rights by patentees or their assignees who 
were insolvent, reported a bill requiring plaintiffs 
in certain cases to give security for costs; which 
was read and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill to promote the efficiency 
of the naval establishment, by providing a retired 
list for disabled officers; which was read and or- 
dered to a second reading. . 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the memorial of 
Nathaniel Champ, asking the renewal of a mili- 
tary bounty land warrant, submitted a report, 
which was ordered to be printed, accompanied by 
a bill for the relief of John Champ and others; 
which was read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. F. also, from’the same committee, to 
which was referred the memorial of citizens of 
Kanesville, lowa, asking a grant of titles to the 


; lands on which that town is located, submitted an 


adverse report upon the same; which was ordered 
to be printed. 
Mr. RUSK, from the Committee on Indian Af- 


fairs, to. which wag referred the petition of the 
heirs of Joshua Kennedy, submitted. a. report, 


which was ordered to be printed, accompanied by 
abill for the relief of the legal representatives of: 
Joshua Kennedy, deceased; which was read and 
ordered to a second reading. 


CONVENTION WITH BRAZIL. 


Mr. KING. I desire to call the attention of 
the Senate to a bill reported from the Committee 
on Foreign Relations some days since, to. carry 
into effect the convention between the United 
States and Brazil of the 27th day of January, 
1849. Unless it is taken up and acted upon speed- 
ily, the probability is that the money will not be 
forthcoming. . | hope, therefore, the Senate will 
indulge me by taking up the bill out of its order. 
The question is whether you will lose the money, 
or whether you will take the bill up now. 

The motion to proceed to. the consideration of 
the bill was agreed to, and it was read by the Sec- 
retary. ; : . 

Mr..CLAY.. I desire to submit. to the consid- 
eration of the chairman of the Committee on For- 
eign Relations an idea which has oecurred to. me. 
I do not know but that the committee has already 
considered it, but if not, I would like it to be 
thought of. We have now in this city a commis- 
sion acting under the Mexican treaty, and $ be- 
lieve its labors are drawing to a close. And as I 
happen to know personally the ‘secretary to that 
commission, I would observe that he is a good lin- 
guist, and understands both the Spanish and Por- 
tuguese languages. The idea which occurred to 
me is, whether it would not be better, instead of 
creating a new board, to assign to the existing 
board the duty of passing upon. the claims arising 
out of this treaty. Everything is there; the com-, 
mission is organized; they have their clerk and 
secretary; and it seems to me the matter would be | 
finished much sooner than if a new board, or new | 
commission were appointed. J make the sugges- 
tion for the consideration of the committee. 

Mr. KING. The committee in framing this 
bill kept in view the amount which was to be re- 
ceived. It is a small amount, and instead of hav- 
ing an extensive machinery, such as at present 
exists in regard to Mexican claims, it will simply 
require one commissioner anda secretary. The | 
amount is smali, and the indivi: uals who are the. 
most interested will be perfectly satisfied with 
the decision of one commissioner, whatever it 
may be. * , ` 

With regard to the individual of whom the 
Senator from Kentucky speaks, the time of the 
present commission will soon expire, and then 
probably the services of the gentleman named can 
be made available. I hope this bill will be suffered 
to pass, because it is important that the matter 
should be speedily arranged. Twill move there- 
fore, in the present stage of this bill, to fill the 
blanks; and to fill that fixing the compensation of 
the commissioner with the sum of $3,000, and 
that with regard to the clerk with the sum of 


$2,000. ° 
Mr. FOOTE. I would suggest $1,500 for, the 
clerk. It has been suggested to me that that sum 


is quite sufficient for the services of a clerk. 

The question was taken on filling the first 
blank with $3,000, and it was decided in the 
affirmative. 

The VICE PRESIDENT, The next ques- 
tion is on filling the second blank with the sum of 
$2,000. ` l 

Mr. FOOTE. I move to amend by substitu- 
ting the sum $1,500. 

The question being taken on the amendment, it 
was negatived,. : : 

The question then recurred on the original 
proposition, which was agreed to. , 

Mr. HAMLIN. It is within my owa knowl- 
edge that while Mr. Wise was our Minister at 
Rio he was intrusted with certain original papers 
to aid him in the prosecution of his duties there. 
It is also believed that our present Minister has 


| been intrusted with certain original papers to ena- 


ble him to negotiate this business. 1 suppose they 
are upon the proper files there. The amount which 
this treaty stipulates that that Government shall 
pay to ours is small, and the suggestion to which 
{ wish to call the attention of the chairman of the 
committee is this. Ido not know what isthe rule 


adopted by this Government, or how far this com- 


mission would be authorized, in exercising’ its 
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powers to obtain. the information which might be 
within the hands of our Governmént. T desire to 
know if it is necessary, and if necessary, I sug- | 
gest the propriety of making’ an. amendment, so. 
that all the original. papers now in the hands of 
the accredited minister of our Government there. 
shall be transmitted to. this Board.: -| 

Mr. KING. It is altogether unnecessary, The 
object of the Senator will be substantially attained 
without this. The treaty stipulation is that the 
Brazilian Government shall deliver all the papers 
which they possess, in order that the commission 
may understand the whole subject, and proceed 
to make a fair division of the proceeds among the 
claimants, _ i 

Mr. HAMLIN. The explanation of the chair- 
man of the Committee on Foreign Relations is | 
perfectly satisfactory, From the nature of the 
bill itself, and the manner in which it was read, | 
it appeared to me impossible to understand it, 
although I gave the best possible attention to the 
reading of the bill. 

Mr. PEARCE. TI have received a communica- | 
tion from some of the parties interested in this bill, 
which Í think itis proper should be mentioned. 
They refer to the printed correspondence, which 
T helieve has been laid before the Senate, between 
certain merchants at Rio and Mr. Tod, our min- 
ister in that country. They are desirous that the 
commission should sit at Rio; and they suggest 
that there are certain papers, which cannot be ob- 
tained in any other place, and which it is desirable 
to have access to.. I desire to know of the ehair- |; 
man of the Committee on Foreign Relations wheth- | 
er the committee took that thing into consideration ? 
l believe the bill contemplates the sitting of the 
commission at the city of Washington only. 

Mr. KING. That subject was brought to the 
notice of the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
The course suggested by the honorable Senator 
from Maryland would be a departure from every 
thing that has ever taken place in the settlement of 
claims of citizens of the United States against |; 
foreign Governments. The committee determined || 
to pursue the ordinary course, as being more con- 
sistent with what was due to the claimants than | 
sending a commission to Rio in order to adjust | 
claims there, beyond our jurisdiction and control, | 


1 


which -has-been ‘madé-by ‘the honorable Senator 
from‘llinois, it would not bë in orderto-propose 
a reference to a select committee: ee 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I will, with: the permission 
ofthe Senate, state to the honorable Senator from 
Kentucky, that if it is his wish’ to’ submit that mò- 
tion, Iwill waive my own. . í 

The motion to' refer the documents to the Com- 
mittee on Territories was then withdrawn. 

Mr. CLAY. I am very sensible, indeed, of 
the courtesy of the honorable Senator from Ili- 
nois. It was not my purpose to make the motion 
to refer this subject toa select committee. The 
honorable Senator from Missouri [Mr. Benron] 
and myself had some little conversation on the 
subject a day or two ago, in the course of which 
he kindly expressed a wish that I would make 
such a motion; but I told him, I think, that my 
personal feelings were such that I had no desire 
to take the lead upon the subject; but I added 
that, if it were the pleasure of the Senate to direct 
me to act in conjunction with any select committee 
on the subject, especially as it had had the kind- 
ness heretofore to exonerate me from the duty of 
acting on its standing committees, I should feel 
myself bound most cheerfully to obey that wish; 
but at the same time that I could not, in accord- 
ance*with my present feelings, make the motion 
myself. 

Mr. FOOTE. I move, sir, that the subject lie 
upon the table for the present. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I hope it will not take that 
course, but that it may go to some committee. 

Mr. FOOTE. The reason why I wish the sub- 
ject to lie over is, that I hold in my hand a resolu- 
tion which I propose to offer, and which embraces 
this whole subject. I would have offered it to-day, 
only I thought that the attention of the Senate 
would have been called to other matters more 
pressing, 

The motion to postpone was rejected by a vote 
of 20 to 18. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I now move that the mes- 
sage be referred to the Committee on Territories. 

Mr. BENTON. MF. President, I but pursue a 
course according to the early precedents and the 
early action of the Senate. l have in my hand a 
memorandum of the admission of all the States 


putting those claimants residing in the country to || which have been admitted into this Union from 


reat difficulty and inconvenience. As to the 
idea of the gentleman that the commission cannot 
get all the papers necessary for the adjustment of | 
the claims, the treaty expressly provides for the | 
delivery of. all that are needed. I trust, sir, we 
shall pursue the ordinary course, and not send out 
a roving commission to adjudicate upon them. 

Mr. PEARCE. Ihave no desire to press the 
` matter., I felt iédue to the merchants who had 
written to me that I should present this explan- 
ation, . : 

Mr. KING. Mr. President, in drawing this bill 
I have omitted to fix a limitation to the commis- 
sion. I, therefore, move so to amend the bill as 
to limit its operation to one year. nS 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bili was then reported to the Senate, the 
amendments made as in Committee of the Whole 
were concurred in, the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading, and was read a third 
time and passed. , 

CONSTITUTION OF CALIFORNIA. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate the following message, transmitted by the Pres- | 
spent of the United States: il 


Po the Senate of the United States: : 

J transmit herewith to the Senate, for the information o 
that body, an authenticated copy of the “ Constitution of the | 
State of California,” received by me from the Hon. William 
M. Gwin. Z. TAYLOR. 


Wasuineron, February 13, 1850. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, E move to re- 
fer the message and accompanying papers to the 
Committee on Territories. oe 

Mr. BENTON. it had been my expectation, | 
sir, that the honorable Senator from Kentacky 
{Mr. Cray] would make a motion for a select 
committee on the President’s message which has 
just come in. I think, sir, that if is an appropri- 
ate occasion for such a committee, and that the 
honorable Senator from Kentacky is the appropri- 
ate person to make the motion. I wail, sir, to 
see if he will, in obedience to g sense of public | 


å make that motion, , 
"Me. CLAY. Mr. President, after the mation į] 


Vermont to Iowa. The course which was'fol- 
lowed in the admission of the wifole of them, down 


to Wisconsin, was to refer theapplications for the į 


admission of new States, together with the Presi- 
dent’s message by which they were usually com- 
municated, to committees named by the Senate. 
The first precedent which I find upon this subject 
relates to the admission of Vermont. ‘In the 
House of Representatives, on the 9th of February, 
1791, a message was received from the President 
of the United States communicating authentic doc- 
uments, asking, with the consent of the State of 
New York, that Vermont be admitted into the 
Union.” That message and accompanying docu- 
ments were referred to three members. I find— 


c February 12th, bill for admission of Vermont, received 
from the Senate”? i 7 

“In the Senate of the United States, 9th February, 1791, 
a message was received from the President of the United 


States. , 
“ Ordered,. That the message from the President of the 


United States of this date, with the papers accompanying . 
it, be referred to Messrs. King, Monroe, Elisworth, Langdon, 
and Hawkins, to consider and report what is proper to be 
done thereon.” 

These are the early precedents, sir, on which I 
think we may act. i 

I think the present isan appropriate oceasion 
for referring the President’s message to a commit- 
tee specially appointed by the Senate for that pur- 
pose, and [ will therefore submit a motion that the 


Senator from Kentucky be chairman of such a į 


committee by order of the Senate. If the Senator 
himself does not feel justified by his personal feel- 


i| ings in coming forward.on this occasion—though 


{ believe if he yielded to a sense of public duty, 
he would feel that the country looks*to him on 


this occasion—but if he does not feel himself at |! 


liberty, from personal considerations, I, sir, will 
make the motion, and now move that it be referred 
to a select committee, of which the Senator from 
Kentucky is to be chairman—the rest to be ap- 
pointed by the Senate. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. [t is moved that, 


this message be referred to a Select committee, to 
be appointed by the Senate, of which the Senator 


under the rules; unles: 
: Mr. FOOTE, «object 

it to be understood, however; tha 
tion to the ‘honorable Senator from Kentucky at’ 
all; but { hold in*my hand ‘a resolution which T 
intended’ to offer during the day, the object of 
which is to permit this particular subject, with’ all 

the questions now before the Senate dn the subject « 
of slavery, together with all bills, to be referred to“ 
a special committee. of fifteen members of the 

Senate, to be chosen by’ ballot. For one, ‘sir, I 


"am unwilling that the different’ portions of this 


subject shall be divided. I am anxious thata 
special committee shalt be raised by ballot to con: | 
sider the whole question in all its bearings, which 
are so well known that it is unnecessary for me to 
explain them. It is on that account, and not bee 
cause I have not the most exalted respect for the 
honorable Senator from Kentucky, that I object 
to the motion. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I rise merely to state that I 
submitted the motion in obedience to what l cons 
sidered my duty, to refer this message and the 
constitution accompanying it to the Committee.on ` 
Territories, to which all the other bills in felation 
to the same subject have' been referred; and T. wish ` 
to state further, that if it is the desire of the Senate, 
in the present attitude of affairs, ta raise a select 
committee as proposed, I will interpose no objec: ` 
tion. On the contrary, | will be éntirely willing, 
not only that this should go there, but ‘that all the ` 
other bills and resolutions on this subject which 
have been referred to the Committee on Territories 
shall be reported back and sent there too. 

ĮI merely wish to state that, in waking the mo- 
tion, I have no desire and no feeling on the sub- - 
ject, and Į hope the Senate will take that course 
which they think it due to the subject to take, 
without reference to any feelings of delicacy. 

Mr. FOOTE. Iam not desirous to submit my 
motion at the present moment, especially as the 
time is come for taking up the order of ‘the day; 
and it is not, in my opinion, seemly that we should ` 
continue this debate under present circumstances, ` 
I move, therefore, that the further considera- 
tion of this subject be postponed until to-morrow 
morning, 

Mr. MILLER. I would suggest to the honor- 
able Senator from Mississippi whether it would” 
not be better to order the constitution to. be 
printed. 

Mr. FOOTE. Certainly; 
motion. $ ee 

The further consideration 
thën postponed, and the messa ¢ 
ing documents were ordeted'ta be. printed. 

THE NICARAGUA QUESTION. US 

The VICE PRESIDENT taid before the Sen- ` 
ate the following message from the President of 
the United States : i f 
To the Senute of the United States: 


{have received a resolution of the Senate of the 28th últi- 
mo, requesting “the President of the United States to 
cause to be laid before the Senate, (in open session, if, in 
his opinion, consistent wilh the public interest, otherwise 
in Executive session,) copies of all instructions and com- 
munications of the late Secretary of State. to our late chargé 
d’affaires at Guatemala, and all dispatches and communica- 
tions from said chargé d’affaires to the Department of State, 
including any conventions or treaties be may have con- 
eluded with either of the States comprising the late Repub- 
lic of Central Americas; and also all correspondence be- 
tween our said chargé d’affaires and the Governments or 
representatives of either of said States; and also. all come ` 
munications and instructions from the present Secretary of 
State to our late chargé d’affaires or our present, chargé 
daffaires to either of said States; and of all dispatches or 
comnuunications from our chargé Waffaires to the ‘Depart- 
went of State, including any conventions or treaties. ie inay 
have concluded with either of said States; and.also-all cors 
respondence between the Department of State and either of 
said chargé d’affaires touching the so-called kingdom of the 
Mosquitoes and the right of way from“ the Atlantic through 
Lake Nicaragua.” The information called for by this rego- 
lution will be cheerfully _communiented to the Senate as 
soon as it shall be found, to be compatible AT. public 
interest. 5 it is 

Wasuineron, February 13, 1850. 

Mr, KING. I imagine, sir, from hearing the 
message read, that those papers relate to a subject 


which is still under discussion between this Gov- 


ernment and the Government of Great Britain, and 
it ig probable that a great many of these papers 
are of a. character that ought not to be printed and 
made public until they have been examined by a 


committee. 


include that in my’ 


‘of: thë subject Wast 
ige and accompatiy® - 


“The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair begs 


356 


leave-to State that there are no papers accompany- 
ing the message. It is a message declining to fur-- 
nish them. 8 i i 

Mr. KING.. I was under the impression that 
they had been communicated; but, sir, L subrrit to 
the Senate whether it would not be best that the 
Committee on Foreign Relations should have the 
subject. before them. If they think so, I will 
move. the.referénce of the message to the. Com: 
mittee on Foreign Relations, that they may deter- 
mine whether it would be well, in the present state 
of things, when negotiations are going on, to, 
have these papers thrown before the country, | 
which might embarrass the proceedings... 00 

Mr. DOUGLAS I hope it will be referred to 
to that. committee, and that they will inquire 
whether the reports which we have seen in the 
newspapers are true, that more than six months 
ago treaties were. made and conventions entered 
into between Nicaragua and this Government, by 
which extensive advantages were secured to the 
United States, and by which we had the right to 
make a canal across the Isthmus of Nicaragua, 
and to build up important posts to defend it. I 
wish it to be known whether these treaties have 
been suppressed and withheld from the Senate, 1 | 
hope the committee will inquire whether these ad 
vantages are about to be surrendered, and we are 
to be voluntarily divested of them, and whether 
they are to be given up to another country with- 
out compensation. _I hope they will inquire into 
-all these things; and it is for this reason that I hope 
the reference will be made. 

Mr. FOOTE. I move that the message be laid 
on, the table for .the present, for the reason just 
stated. I will offer at another time certain resolu- 
tions, and will submit the motion that they be sent 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations, which 
resolutions shall embrace the subject referred to 
by the honorable Senator from Ilinois. 

The, motion to lay the message on the table was 
agreed to. f 


ADMISSION OF LADIES. 

Mr, FOOTE. I now rise to call for the orders 
of the day, but, anterior to doing so, I simply 
ee to make my usual motion to introduce the 
adies. i 

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. President, there is a duty 
to be performed here, which I should be glad to 
devolve upon some other and older Senator. But 
really, sir, the Senate is not a court of love and 
beauty. Senators are not troubadours and minne- 
singers; and we have matters to deal with very 
different from those of romantic gallantry. The 
Senate has grave and weighty affairs to transact; 
‘and the transaction of them is not likely to be ad- | 
vanced, but to be checked and obstructed, by sus- 
pending the rules of the Senate. The oratory of 
the Senate is very commanding; but it is utterly 
powerless when heard amidst that blaze of beauty 
with which the Senator from Mississippi delights 
to surround us. It falls upon unwilling ears and 
minds, when opposed by that mute but potent 
eloquence which flashes from the eye of beauty— 
that 


——_ Language hy the virgin made, 
Not heard, but felt; not ultered, but betrayed. 

Sir, I desire to save the Senate from the dan- 
gers of this witchery—to avoid the artillery of 
Cupid, with which of late we have been besieged. 
I confess myself to have been a victim; and, ta- 
king counsel and courage from despair, I insist 
upon that protection which the rules of the Senate j 
afford. I hope this will not be considered un- 

allant. 

Mr. FOOTE. Ihope the Senator will with- 
draw his objection, in consideration of one fact. 
He has entirely forgotten to look into the galleries. 
If he had done so, he would have found that he | 
would not be protected. Even if I withdraw my 
motion, the Senator will still be in the midst of. 
dangers. 
waiting to come in, who are authorized to expect 
admittance this morning. 


i 


i 
i 


Mr. CLAY, (to Mr. Pearce.) Oh, give way. i 


Mr, PEARCE. [am not so much afraid of the | 
influence of the ladics at that distance, but I think | 


1 believe there are at least sixty ladies || 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE 


THE COMPROMISE. 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the special order, being the. series of resolutions 
introduced by Mr. Cray. - ne ie : 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, addressed the Sen- 
ate for an hour and-a half, and then gave way, on 
the suggestion of 

MreMA 
consideration..of: Executive business. 
speech ‘will be found in the Appendix.] 

After some time the doors of the Senate Cham- 
ber were reopened. 

APPOINTMENT OF A SELECT COMMITTEE 

Mr. FOOTE submitted the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the message of the President this day re- 
ceived, on the subject of admitting California as a State 
into the Union, with the accompanying documents, be re- 
ferred toa special committee of fifteen, to he chosen hy bal- 
lot, whose duty it shall be to consider the same, and also to 
take into consideration the various propositions now before 
the Senate relating to the same. subject, in connection with 
the question of domestic slavery, in all its various bearings, 
“and to report, if they find it practicable to do so, a plan for 
the definitivesetttement of the present unhappy controversy, 
and rescue from impending perils the sacred Union itself. 


On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


[Mr. D.’s 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, February 14, 1850. 


was read and approved. 


THE SUPREME COURT. 
Mr. PECK rose and addressed the Speaker, 
and was recognized by him. 
Mr. JONES rose, he said, to a privileged ques- 
tion. 
Mr. PECK. So dol, | 
Mr. P. claimed the floor. 


mont [Mr. Peck] had been recognized, and would 
proceed. 

Mr. PECK moved a reconsideration of the vote, 
taken yesterday, on the passage of the joint res- 
olution authorizing the Judges of the Supreme 
Court to employ an additional clerk. lie had 
voted for the resolution, doubting at the time the 
policy and expediency of the measure. But re- 
garding the members of that high tribunal as the 
best judges of its necessity and propriety, he had 
yielded the resolution a reluctant support. Since 
the adjournment of the House last evening he had 
been informed, upon what he believed to be good 
authority, that the Judges were not unanimously 
in favor of the project—that they were divi- 
ded in opinion as to its expediency—a majority, 
however, desiring its adoption. In this aspect of 
the case he could not any longer give the measure 
his support. If the Judges themselves were not 
agreed as to the necessity of the measure, he 
| thought the House ought not to favor a project of 
so novel acharacter. He trusted the House would 
reconsider the vote, and reject the resolution.. 

Mr. STANLY said that he hoped the vote 
would be reconsidered, for this reason among 
others: Congress passed a law Jast year, authoriz- 
! ing the Supreme Court to continue in session for 
| several months longer than was usual, for the pur- 
| pose of disposing of the heavy amount of business 
before it. That was the reason why the Court 
was now sitting, and probably would continue in 
session until June next. 
the Court a clerk if it were requisite that they 
should have one. But why give them a perma- 
nent officer to enable them to get through the busi- 
ness now pressing upon them? He thought that 
the resolution should be limited, so as to continue 
in force for this year or for this year and the next. 
There was no reason why a permanent office 


I have reason to object to being brought into such 
close quarters. I submit for the present, but I 
give notice that to-morrow [ shall insist on the ob- 
jection. 

The question was then put, and the motion was 
agreed to, and many ladies were introduced to the 
privileged seats. 


f 


NGUM, for a-motion to proceed to the |! 


The Journal of yesterday (which was very long)’ 


The SPEAKER said the gentleman from Ver- | 


He was willing to give | 


Feb. 14, 
against it yesterday. I shall vote for the motion 
of the gentleman from Vermont to reconsider to- 
day. Tam utterly unable to perceive any neces- 
sity for the appointment of an investigating clerk 
for the Supreme Court; and such is the officer for 
whose appointment this resolution provides. Sir, 
the records of that court for many years back will - 
show that the Judges decide, “in bank,” only 
from forty to sixty cases in the year. There are 
| nine Judges—a number unusually large in Courts 
of Error. Ofcourse, in making the necessary in- 
vestigations, not more than from five to stx cases 
would be assigned to a single Judge. True, all 
consult and all decide; but in every court of last 
resort there is a distribution of the labor of making 
the needful researches. Can it be pretended that 
the investigation of five or six cases ina year is 
too onerous? Compare this court with others. 
In the State which I have the honor in part to 
represent, the Judges of the Supreme Court, five 
in number, hear and decide more than five hun- 
dred cases every year. Their argument list al- 
ways. exceeds six hundred. They have, they 
need no clerk to assist them in their investigation, 
To each Judge not less than one hundred cases 
are assigned for examination. If a clerk to aid 
them in their researches is not necessary, how is 
it that one is demanded for the Judges of the Su- 
i preme Court of the United States? J have had 
some experience in Courts of Error, and I know 
of no one in which such an officer exists as we 
are now asked to create. It has been argued by 
the honorable gentleman from Connecticut [Mr. 
CiLevELAND] that this clerk is necessary in con- 
sequence. of the adoption of the two-hour rule. 
Sir, every lawyer knows that a two-hour rule af- 
fords abundant time to elucidate almost every case 
| which is presented to the court for adjudication, 
In the State of Pennsylvania the one-hour rule is 
enforced, and no such necessity exists there. 

i| < But, sir, in my opinion it is due to the Supreme 
Court itself that this resolution should be defeated, 
I admit the preéminent usefulness of that court. 
But its usefulness will continue only while it re- 
tains the confidence of the people. Now what, 
think you, would more directly and cogently tend 
to impair that confidence which it has enjoyed, 
and which is essential to its continued usefulness, 
than a resolution declaring that its members need 
an officer to aid them in legal researches? Sir, no 
court can sustain itself under such a load; and I 
| call upon those who would preserve the beneficial 
| operation of this Court to arrest the passage of 
this resolution. 

I have another objection to it, to which I invite 
the attention of the House. [t is, that the pro- 
posed additional clerk would inevitably give char- 
acter to the opinions emanating from the Court. 
Judges are but men. With an officer under their 
control, whose duty it would be to investigate the 
| questions referred to him, it is too much to hope 
that they would not roll off upon him the labor 
from which all naturally shrink. His researches 
would give tone to the opinions, and, doubtless, in 
| many cases control the judgments of the Court. 
| His peculiar opinions would tinge all the opinions 
! of the Court. His mind, his hand would be visi- 
ble in them all. Iam unwilling for one to trans- 
fer the important duties of the court to a clerk, 
and I trust, therefore, that the vote by which the 
resolution was passed will be reconsidered, 
| Mr. SACKETT rose and said: Mr. Speaker, 
I am opposed to the passage of this resolution and 
| in favor of its reconsideration. I am opposed to 
it for two reasons: first, because I do not know or 
believe it is necessary, and, next, because I object 
to the manner of its passage. Sir, it was forced 
through without consideration, without examina- 
ition. It is a resolution asking for the expenditure 
| of public money and the appointment of a public 
| officer, without any evidence whatever that either 
is necessary. This is an entering wedge for the 
expenditure of not less than twenty-five thousand 
dollars a year. It is such resolutions as this that 
cost this Government not less than half a million 


{ 


l 
| 
t 


i 


i 


f It received but littig discussion, and no satisfac- | euit in the State which I in part represent does 
|! tory reasons were given for its adoption. voted || more business and of much more:importance than 


1850. 
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this court. It holds circuits, tries causes, and is 
also a court of appellate jurisdiction. And, sir, 
pass this resolution and ‘you will next find that 
circuit and all other circuits down‘ upon you for 
alike clerk. ae: : 

Ido not believe this clerk necessary in fact. 
The Supreme Court decides some fifty or sixty 

_fauses a year, while thé Court of Appeals in New 
York decides several hundred causes of equal, and 
I think, generally of more importance. That court 
has but one clerk; then, sir, where is there any 
necessity for this. appointment? 

I have as high .a respect for the Supreme Court 
of the United States as any man, but I do not 
agree with the gentleman from Conneticut, who 
yesterday seemed to regard himself as called upon 
to defend that Court, and who seemed to hold that 
an application from it to this House was above all 
consideration or examination. I do not subscribe 
to any such doctrine. There is no body in this 
country, no codrdinate branch of this Government | 
above question, above investigation. The Su 
preme Court has assumed no such ground, and no 
such ground can be admitted by me or main- 
tained. ` 

T hope the resolution will be reconsidered, and 
then defeated. , 

Mr, EWING said: It seems to me that gentle- 
men view this measure in rather a narrow and 
contracted spirit. The labors of the Supreme 
Court cannot fairly be compared with those of 
any State court in the Union. The courts of the 
different States are local in their character, and 
are usually confined in their “investigations to 
the construction and interpretation of a system of 
law with which they are familiar; and the difficul- 
ties ordinarily incident to their station are in the 
application of general principles to the facts of each 
particular case, Consequently, of the cases be- 
fore them, many are decided without serious argu- 
ment, ; 

How different is the situation of the Supreme 
Court of the United States; forming the common 
centre of appeal from thirty different States, with 
differing primary sources from which they drew 
their systems, and widely varying statutory enact- 
ments, the field of investigation for the judges is 
wholly unlimited. The common and civil law, 
the French, Spanish, and Mexican codes, with 
their treaties and decisions, must all, in their turn, 
be brought under review. Translations and in- 
terpretations are continually necessary, and all 
this must be done in a limited period. 

The whole field of law, from the beginning of all 
human institutions, must be traversed by the 
judges of the Supreme Court. And how is it to 
be expected that a citizen taken from one of the 
States, and placed on the Supreme Bench, can find 
time to extend his researches through the judicial 
records of all countries, unless he is permitted to 
avail himself of the aid which this labor requires? 
I hold it to be the first business of the country to 
give all the aid necessary to keep the important 
machinery of the Supreme Court in operation. 

The decisions of the courts of the different States 
are only binding in the particular State where the 
question arises, and not even there, in many cases 
arising under the Constitution and laws of the 
United States. The judgments and decisions of 
the Supreme Court of the Union are not intended 
to settle the local law of Pennsylvania, or any one 
particular State. They are the supreme law of | 
the land; the ultima ratio in all cases which are the 
subjects of judicial decision. They have im- 
pressed, and will continue to impress upon this 

. great Government the stamp of their intellect. 
They will, to a great extent, guide its doctrines in 
all future time. ‘It is then all important that they 
should have every facility which may possibly be 
deemed expedient, to enable them to be enlight- | 
ened on the subjects before them, so as not only 
to decide aright, but also to give universal satis- | 
faction. If they are of opinion that it is necessary | 
to have a clerk to assist them in their laborious in- | 
vestigations, is there not great propriety in giving 
to them all the aid they ask? Are not the nine 
gentlemen who occupy the Bench competent to 


Mr. PECK asked leave to interrupt the gentle- 
man from Tennessee, merely to ask a single ques- | 
tion. Are not the Judges themselves the most | 
competent to decide whether this clerk is necessary | 
for them in carrying on their judicial operations? 
And if they are divided in opinion on, this point, 


may we not be 


ry permitted to entertain doubts on 
‘the subject? i ee 
I do not know how the Judges 


Mr. EWING. 

stand in reference to the question. : 
_ Mr. PECK. Tam not informed as to the opin- 
ion of every Judge. But I understand there is a 
difference of opinion among them, although a ma- 
jority of them are in favor of the measure. 

Mr. EWING. Then it appears a majority of 
the Bench think this additional aid necessary. 
Now in all matters connected with the machinery 
of any legislative or judicial assembly, it is al- 
ways proper and expedient to give ‘almost over- 
powering weight to the recommendation of the 
persons Interested. We hold the purse-strings of 
the Government, but we have no means of esti- 
mating the necessities of the other departments of 
our Government; and whenever they ask, not for 
additional salaries, but merely for clerical force to 
assist them in the mere machinery of their action, 
it seems to me a mean and pitiful economy which 
refuses their application, and constitutes ourselves 
the arbitrary jadges of the wants of a codrdinate 
branch of the Government. The true economy of 
the money of the people, is to afford them every 
facility for obtaining speedy justice in all their 
courts, and more especially in the high tribunal 
where the hopes aud fortunes of hundreds of 
widows and orphans are now, and have been sus- 
pended for years. 

If the Judges think it necessary to have more 
aid, it is our duty to furnish it. They are the 
best judges of this necessity, as they have looked 
at the subject in all its bearings, and it is our duty 
to accede to their wishes. Let us fora moment 
reverse cur positions. If the Supreme Court pos- 
sessed the legislative authority, and we were to go 
to it, and ask the appointment of a clerk to assist 
us in our duties, and they were to tell us—*We 
know better than you can possibly do what as- 
sistance is necessary for you, and our regard to 
economy in the expenditure of the public money 
will not allow us to comply with your wish?— 
what propriety should we see in such an argu- 
ment? You have certainly the power to treat the 
Supreme Court with disrespect by refusing their 
i| request. But the arguments on which you ground 
j| your refusal ought to be such as will command 
i| the respect and approval of the country. The 
gentleman from Pennsylvania had stated that the 
Court did not dispose of more than fifty or sixty 
cases during the term, and that each Judge there- 
fore had only to consider five or six cases. Does 
that gentleman mean to say that the Chief Justice 
merely gives his attention to these five or six cases? 
I hope, sir, that every Judge on the Bench exam- 
ines every case brought before the Supreme Court, 
and decides for himself, and from his own investi- 
gation, and that the judgment of the Court embraces 
the united opinion of all the Judges. 

Mr. STRONG begged permission to explain 
what he had said. What he had submitted was, 
not that the Judges did not examine all the cases 
which were brought before the supreme tribunal; 
but that, under the rules which had been estab- 
lished between the Judges, the cases were allotted 
to different Judges, and under this allotment only 
some five or six of the cases fell to the share of 
| cach Judge. Although all the Judges examined 
the cases for the purposse of making up their 
judgments, the labor of preparing the decision of 
the Court was distributed in the way he had named. 

Mr. EWING said he was willing to admit that 
to be the fact. But if every Judge went through 
all the arduous labor of investigating the case for 
himself, what was the additional toil of the mere 
mechanical labor of writing out the opinion. If 
he had brought his mind to a settled conclusion, 
he believed it would be rather a pleasurable than 
a toilsome employment, to put the grounds of that 
decision on paper, especially if there was any- 
thing spicy about it, and so, he believed, it would 
be regarded by the Judges. 

He should feel himself ready to bleed for the 
character of the Supreme Court, if he could per- 
suade himself that any one of the Judges did not 
bring his whole mind to the investigation of every 


judge of the necessity of the case? - i case submitted to that ‘tribunal before he gave his 
t 


judgment. He had remarked, that the decisions 
| of the Supreme Court were of the highest import- 
ance to the country; and he was desirous that 
they should look into all the authorities before 
they came to a decision. The more numerous the 


| ae } 
i} authorities they produced, the more satisfactory to 


him. And, for the purpose of enabling them to 


extend their researches; he was willing ‘to: give 


them all possible light, and all possible means: of 


reaching that light. -> Sete * 
“It had been objected, this that clerk would infuse 


„his own views and opinions in the decisions of the 


Court. . But if it'could even occur that ‘the meré 
ipse dixit of this clerk should control the decision 
of a single Judge, it would be time for that Judge 
to quit the bench. He repeated ‘his high ‘conf- 
dence in the Supreme Court: It was a tribunal 
which commanded his entire respect, The J udges 
knew best what they wanted, and he was ready 
to grant that which they asked. He would stand 
by that court, and would always be disposed to 
give them the authority which would enable them 
to carry into effect, by the best means they could 
devise, the important functions with which the 
constitution had invested them. 

It is useless to reply to ‘the sneer against the 
capacity and ability of the Court. The people of 
this great Union revere it as one of the institutions 


of our forefathers, illustrated and adorned by the 


genius and erudition ofa Marshall. and a Story, ard 
even now upheld and sustained by mén scarcely 
inferior to these mighty masters of their profes- 
sion. I shall, in the darkest hours of out Républic, 
look to the Supreme Court as the palladium of our 
institutions, and as one of the brightest and purest 


| ornaments of our system, 


Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, rose ‘and 
stated that he had voted for the passage of the 
joint resolution, and that he should now vote for 
the reconsideration of the vote by which that joint 
resolution was passed. On looking more minute- 
ly at the joint resolution, he saw that the joint 
resolution provided not merely for the appointment 
of a clerk, but. that it looked to the addition of a 
minor judge to the court as it is now constructed 
by Jaw. 

He therefore would vote for the reconsidera- 
tion of the vote, and on that question he would 
ask for the previous question. f e 

And there wasa second. And the main ques- 
tion (on the reconsideration) was ordered to be now 
taken. N 

The yeas and nays were asked and refused. 

The question, “Shall the vote by which the said 
joint resolution was passed be reconsidered ?”? was 
taken and decided in the affirmative without à 
division. 


So the vote was reconsidered. i $ i 

The question ‘then recurring on the passage of 
the joint resolution— ; To 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, moved that 
the resolution be recommitted to. the Committee 
on the Judiciary. Was 

Mr. JONES moved that the resolution be laid 
upon the table, But he withdrew the motion fora 
moment (he said) for the purpose of saying that, 
if he was not mistaken as to the condition. of the 
resolution, if it should be referred to the. Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary that committee would have no 
control over, nor any power to amend it, because 
the resolution had had its third reading and been 
put upon its passage. It would, he presumed, be 
necessary for the House to travel back and to re- 
consider the vote ordering the resolution to a third 
reading, before the Committee on the Judiciary 
could make any amendment to it. He would now 
renew the motion that the resolution be laid upon 
the table. i 

Mr. WINTHROP said, that to obviate the dif- 
ficulty suggested Ly the gentleman from. Ten- 
nessee, [Mr. Jonzs,| he (Mr. W.) rose toia priv- 
ileged question. He moved a reconsideration ‘of 
the vote by which the joint resolution bad. been 
ordered to a third reading; if that vote should be 
reconsidered, the resolution would then be open 
to amendment, i , 

The question on that motion was then taken, 
and, by ayes 68, noes.89, was decided in the neg- 
ative. i $ 

So the House refused to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution had been ordered to a third 

T. H 

a question then recurred "on the motion of 
Mr.-Joyes, and having been taken, was decided 
in the affirmative without a division. 

Sò the-bill was laid upon the table. 


Mr. WILDRICK, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported correct the joint resolution 
limiting the expenses of collecting the revenue from 
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customs for the present. fiscal year. The resolu- 
tion then received the signature of the Speaker. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved that 
the rules be suspended, and that the House ‘resolve 
itself into a Committee.of the Whole on the state 


‘of the Union. 


"Mtr JONES moved a reconsideration of the 


hich the joint resolution from: the Senate 
he appointment of a special Clerk to 
Court of ‘the United States had ‘been 
and.he moved ‘to.lay the’ mo- 


vote by w 
authorizing t 
the Supreme 
laid upon the table, 


‘tion to reconsider on the table. 


R said that the two motions were 
both privileged motions, and must be taken in the 
order in which, they were made. The question 
would. first be on the ‘motion of the gentleman 
from Mississippi, (Mr. THompson,] that the rules 
be suspended, and that the House resolve itself 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

‘Mr. JONES said, that before the question was 

ut, he would ask the Chair to decide one pint, 

t was this: that the motion of the gentleman from 
Mississippi [Mr. THomrson] could be submitted 
to day, to-morrow, or at any time during the ses- 
sion, whilst the motion which he (Mr. J.) had 
made must be submitted either to-day or to-mor- 
row, or could not be submitted at all—(the provis- 
ion of the rule being that “ when a motion has 
t heeh once made, and carried in the affirmative or 
‘negative, it shall be in order for any member of 
t the majority to move for the reconsideration there- 
‘of, on the same or the succeeding day.”) Sup- 
pose the House should now go into Committee of 
‘the Whole on the state of the Union, that the 
committee should then rise, and the. House ad- 
journ without his being able to get the floor, and 
the same state of things should occur to-morrow, 
than which nothing might be more probable, how 
‘could his object be effected at at all? 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said, that to 
avoid all difficulty, he would waive his motion to 
go into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, until the motion of the gentleman from 
‘Tennessee [Mr. Jones] had been disposed of. 

JONES thought, he said, that he was right 


The SPEAKE 


Mr. 
on the question of order. 

. The question was then taken. on the motion to 
lay on the table the motion to reconsider, and was 
decided in the affirmative without a division. 

So the motion to reconsider the vote by which 
the joint resolution, providing for the appointment 
of a clerk to the Supreme Court of the United 
States, had been Jaid on the table, was laid on the 
table 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, then re- 
newed his motion that the rules be-suspended, and 
that the louse resblve itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

CALIFORNIA. 

So the House again resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Boxy, of Kentucky, in the chair.) 

Mr. PKESTON KING then rose and was 
recognized by the Chair, the floor having also 
been taken about the game time on the other side 
of the House by Mr. Hirian, (who held it in 
continuation of the remarks commenced by him 
on a'previous day.) 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the business be- 
fore the committee was the consideration of the 
«resolution referring the various subjects of the 
President’s message to the several committees of 
the House, and that on that question the gentleman 
from Alabama [Mr. Hrtirarp] was entitled to 
the floor. 

Mr. PRESTON KING said that he desired to 
send to the Chair a bill which he held in his hand, 
that it might be considered in committee in con- 
nection with the President’s message transmit- 
ting the constitution of California. And he moved 
to lay aside the consideration of the resolutions 
before the committee, with a view to take up the 
I f the President concerning California. 


message o 1 4 
{Mr. K. then sent the bill to the table. ] 


Mr. HILLIARD now claimed his right to the j 
‘floor, declaring that he would not yield it to the 


gentleman from New York [Mr. P. Kine] or 
any other gentleman. 

The CHAIRMAN decided that the gentleman 
fron Alabama. [Mr. Hittrarp] was. entitled to the 
floor, and: that themotion of the gentleman from 
New York [Mri Kine]. waa. out of order. 


B 


day, when 


| occasions 


Mr. PRESTON KING appealed from. this de- 
cision, insisting upon his right (as the floor had 
been awarded to him) to move to lay aside the 
business before the. committee, to take up other 
business, and he referred to a case on a former 
“the. House bad gone into _commit- 
‘tee, the floor being held by the gentleman. from 
Mississippi, [Mr. Brown.] A motion had, on that 
een made by the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia (Mr. BAYLY] to proceed to the consideration 
of other business. ‘The gentleman from Missis- 
sippi claimed the floor. “The then Chairman of 
‘the Committee [Mr. Porter] decided, that as the 
gentleman from Virginia had first addressed the 
Chair and been recognized: by it, he was entitled 
‘to the floor.. An appeal was taken, and the com- 
mittee sustained the decision of the Chairman. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, called the atten- 
tion of the Chair to the 135th rule sustaining Mr. 
Kine’s point of order. It was read as follows: 

« In Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union- 
the questions shatl be taken up and disposed of in their or- 
der on the calendar, but when objection is made to the con- 
sideration of a bill, amajority of the committee shall decide, 
without debate, whether it shall be taken up and disposed 
of or laid aside; provided that general appropriation bills 
and in time of war, bills for raising men or money, and bills 
concerning a treaty of peace, shall be preferred to all other 
bills at the discretion of the committee, and when demand- 
ed by any member the question shall first be put in regard 
to them.” 4 

Some disorder and confusion followed, Mr. 
Krive insisting on his right to state the facts upon 
which he had taken the appeal, and that right 
being controverted and met by frequent interrup- 
tions and calls to order. Atlength Mr. K. made 
his statement. 

The question on the appeal was then taken, 
and the committee sustained the decision of the 
Chair. 

So Mr. HILLIARD proceeded with his speech. 
He said: 

Mr. Cuarrman: I rise, sir, to discuss the re- 
commendations of the President in relation to the 
government of the territory acquired from Mexico 
by the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. His views 
are expressed with great frankness and directness, 
and they ought to be treated by usin the same 
spirit. That the course which the President 
has thought proper to pursue towards the inhabit- 
ants of that extensive and distant territory has 
been adopted under a sense of duty, and that his 
recommendations to Congress respecting the future 
political candition of its people are prompted by 
patriotic motives, no one can doubt, however 
widely some may find it necessary to dissent from 
the policy which he advises. It is his desire, to 
use his own language, “to afford to the wisdom 
| cand patriotism of Congress the opportunity of 
‘avoiding occasions of bitter and angry dissensions 
; ‘among the people of the United States.” Hein- 
forms us that the people of that part of California 
which lies on the Pacific have formed a plan of a 
Staté constitution, and will soon apply for admis- 
sion as a State, and he recommends that they shall 
be received, if their proposed constitution, when 
submitted to Congress, shall be found to be in 
compliance with the requisitions of the Consti- 
tution of the United States. He further recom- 


| mends, that Congress shall forbear to establish 


nt over that part of the territory 
which lies eastward of the new State of Cali- 
fornia, or over New Mexico, leaving to the people 
the privilege of governing themselves in the mean- 
while as they may deem best, and trusting the 
great question which now excites such painful 
sensations. in the country to the silent effect of 
causes, which will settle it independent of the ac- 
tion of Congress. 

This is the policy which the President recom- 
mends to us, and he invokes in its support the 
wisdom and patriotism of Congress. Never at 
any time have these qualities been in higher demand 
| than they are at this moment; never has a parlia- 
mentary body had greater interests confided to it 
than those which to-day engage us; never have 
men acting for their country been appealed to by 
nobler considerations than those which address 
themselves to the Congyess of the United States. 
Sir, I have bestowed upon this great question the 
most earnest reflection; | have studied it thorough- 
ly and with the most sincere respect for the mo- 
tives of the President and the best wishes for the 


any governme 


| success of his administration, I find it impossible 


to give my support to the policy which he rec- 
ommends, I shall discuss that policy. with per- 


fect freedom. I hope that the friends of the Pres- 
ident will ever merit the tribute paid by Tacitus to 
the Britons: ‘* Ut parient non dum ut serviant.” 
They know how to respect power, but they do not 
know how to serve. 

The plan recommended by the President leave 
the great question which now excités such angry 
dissensions throughout the country open ; at least 
so far as the territory embraced within the bound- 
ary claimed by New Mexico and Deseret is gon- 
cerned. I desire to settle the question—not a part 
of the question, but the whole question—and to 
settle it completely. A partial settlement would 
leave the great controversy still open; the agita- 
‘tion would go on, and would prove fatal alike to 
‘the tranquil action of the Government and to the 
‘interests of the southern States. 

‘The state of the country demands that the sub- 
ject should be disposed of by an adjustment so 
complete as to insure repose. Never since the 
moment when the Government was established has 
it been exposed to dangers such as now threaten 
it. In that great contest which grew up from the 
| application of Missouri to enter the Union, and 
from the attempt which was then made to impose 
on her a restriction affecting her domestic institu- 
tions, Mr. Jefferson wrote to a friend that he re- 
garded itas the most momentous question which 
had ever threatened the Union; and that in the 
i darkest hourof the revolutionary struggle he had 
never felt such apprehensions as then oppressed 
him. The aspect of affairs is darker to-day than 
it was in the gloomiest hour of that contest. The 
whole strength of the North is put in array. 
against the South, and it is announced as their set- 
ded policy that slavery shall be confined to the 
limits which it now occupies in the United States. 
The North—the populous, teeming, powerful 
North—confident in its strength, forgetting the 
early struggle through which it passed in common 
with the South; forgetting the spirit which ani- 
mated those who formed the Constitution—a spirit 
which existed when the South was the stronger 
and the North the weaker party;—the North,- 
planting itself upon what it calls a great principle, 
announces its purpose to limit slavery henceforth 
and forever; to deny the South any share of the 
lately acquired territory, or in the acquisitions 
which the Government of the United States may 
hereafter make, whether by purchase, by conquest, 
or by any other mode of annexation, A. spirit 
equally determined prevails at the South ; through- 
out that entire region there existsa single purpose 
in regard to this threatened aggression, and that is, 
to resist it to the last. 

At this moment, then, sir, when the North and 
the South thus confront each other—when the 
danger of collision is so great that men scarcely 
know how long it can be averted,—when one of 
| the most experienced statesmen of the country, 
! whose long and brilliant career, affording him the 
| opportunity of taking part in all the great affairs 
of the Government for more than a quarter of a 
century, declared but the other day, in the Senate 
i chamber, that he rose every morning expecting to 
hear of some public disaster growing out of this 
| alarming question,—at this moment, sir, we are 
admonished by our regard for the welfare of the 
| people of the United States to settle the question 
| promptly, decidedly, and completely. | 
To admit California,and to leave New Mexico 

and the country now known as Deseret without 
i agreeing upon their forms of government, would 
| merely shift the ground of the controversy. it 
could not end it. Slavery excluded from Califor- 
| nia by the constitution of that State would leave 
; no field for any further exertion on the part of its ` 
enemies, but they would enter upon the task of 
| excluding it from the remaining territories, with a 
zeal quickened by their late success. The Pres- 
| ident, in recommending delay, supposed that the 
softening influence of time would operate favor- 
ably on the question by restoring harmony to our 
councils, and reviving a patriotic spirit throughout, 
the country; while 1 can see no prospect of repose 
‘but ina prompt and complete adjustment of the 


i 
source of our dissensions. 
i 


If, sir, the tranquillity of the country demands a 
settlement of this alarming question, it is equally 
demanded by the interest of. the slaveholding 
States. If we should admit California into the 
Union ag a State, with the boundaries now claimed 
by its inhabitants, without receiving guarantees 
for the protection of ‘our rights in other portions of 
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the territories belonging to.us, we should. transfer : 


the sceptre of political power at.once and: forever 
into the hands of the enemies. of .our institutions, 
and the slaveholding States. would enter upon a 
fixed, dreary, hopeless minority in the face of a- 
growing aggression which threatens our very ex- 
istence. To-day we hold a balanée in the Senate 
of the United States, but the entrance of another non- 
slaveholding State into. the Union. would turn that 
balance against ua... We shall nevey be stronger 
than we are to-day., So far as we.can read the fu- 
ture, we must expect the disproportion against us 
to grow. To-day, then, itis. our duty to ascertain 
ard fix the future policy of this Government. 

The time is come when the slaveholding States 
mustthrow up barriers against all future aggres- 


sions, unless they are ready to surrender all weight | 


in the Confederacy of which they form a part, and 
tamely submit to any policy which an overwhelm- 
ing majority may impose upon them. . The time 
is come not only to resist the measures which now 
threaten them, but to demand guarantees for their 
future protection. I repeat it, sir, we shall never 
be stronger than we are to-day, and we must there- 
fore settle to-day the interests of the great future 
which is opening before us. We are strong enough 
now to repel the aggressions which threaten us, 
and to. secure ample protection for-our future safety 
if. we have the spirit to press our demands. 

. TfL required anything to remind ime of my 
duty to the people I represent in this crisis, it 
would be found in the letter of the honorable 
gentleman fram New York, who sits near me, 
{Mr. Dugr,] lately addressed to the editor of an 
influential journal published at the capital of his 
State. That letter discloses the whole policy of 
the movement against the interests of the southern 
States; it insists that the aim of those who seek to 
exclude slavery from Deseret and New Mexico 
may be accomplished with perfect certainty by the 
admission of California into the Union at this 
time. [tadvises delay as to the territories, butit is 
merely delay. The honorable gentleman does not 
conceal his purpose, but with a frankness which is 
creditable to him, he undertakes to persuade the 
impatient advocates of the Wilmot proviso that 
the true mode of accomplishing their object is to 
welcome California into the Union now, with her 
constitution excluding slavery, and to deal with 
the territories hereafter. Sir, nothing can be wiser 
than this; the conception is an admirable one; the 
great Frederick, nor the still greater Napoleon, 
neither of these successful commanders could have 
projected a. more skillful plan for the campaign. 
The gentleman comprehends that the question, as 
an entire question, is too formidable to be disposed 
of atonce. In overrunning the territories which he 
would secure for northern dominion, be would take 
California first, and then throw his force into the 
remaining portions of the territory. 

For one, sir, | am for offering battle at once. I 
am for. staking everything upon a single field. We 
shall never be in better condition for contesting it 
than we are now; and if we are hereafter to strug- 
gle for a foothold in Deseret and New Mexico, Í 
prefer to straggle for ascendency in California too, 
that we may bear our institutions with us to the 
Pacific coast. , : 

Itis due, sir, to the President to say, that, in re- 
commending the admittance of California and the 
withholding governments from the remaining 
portions of the territory, he believed that the tran- 
quillity of the country would be preserved, and that 
the interests of the southern States would be 
secured. Recognizing the great popular right of 
self-government in the inhabitants of the territories, 
and believing that the very large increase of 
American population in California entitled it to 
admission asa State, he recommended the policy 
to which I have adverted; but, sir, itis apparent 
that the North will adopt only one part of the 
President’s policy. They will consent to sustain 
his recommendations as to California, but they 
advertise us in unmistakable terms that they go 
with him no further. . , 

I shall then insist, sir, upon an immediate and 
complete settlement of this whole question, and I 
earnestly trust that the people of the whole south- 
ern country will insist on it; that they will hold 
the position they have taken; and that, merging 
every other question In this, forgetting all differ- 
ences, they will come up in this great struggle with 
the compactness of a Roman phalasx and the re- 
sistless tread of a Roman legion. 


». Before entering upon the consideration of the 
© proper mode of settling this controversy, shall ex- 
i amine the relations which the North and the South 
': respectively hold to it. “And here I desire to say. 
i that. ID shall not consent to argue this as a moral 
© question—this is no place for such discussions— 
the question is purely a political one. This Gov- 
; ernment was not established to. regulate’ moral 
l; questions, but to protect political rights. Nor 
4 shall I appeal to the benevolent disposition of gen- 
|| Uemen to regard with favor the exposed condition 
‘of our population. i 
|. This Government has no power to interfere 
i; with our internal affairs; we feel no apprehension 
: as to intestine commotions;.we invoke in our be- 
half no sentiments but those which ought to ani- 
mate the equal representatives of a free and a kin- 
| dred. people; we insist upon a great political right, 
| vesting upon broad constitutional grounds. That 
l we shall maintain the right at whatever cost, I 
do not doubt. 
| . The very question. which now occupies us was 
|| before the Convention which framed the Constitu- 
i tion. lt engaged the attention of that great body 
i, of wise and patriotic men; it was debated, it was 
i referred to committees, it was the subject of long 
|| and anxious sittings; and when it came to be dis- 
|; posed of, the extreme views of neither party pre- 
li valed, but a perfectly definite arrangement was 
| entered into, and, that it might be perpetuated, it 
| was wrought into the very body of the Constitu- 
{i tion. 
|| A great mind of our own times, the expiring 
il gleams of which were seen in this hall, a mind 
i| whose sympathies were all with the enemies of 
i slavery, admitted that the slaveholding lords of the 
f South, as he styled them, demanded and secured 
| three provisions for. their benefit, as conditions 
| upon which they assented to the Constitution— 
| the apportionment of representatives so as to in- 
1 
i 


clude slaves in the estimate of population, the 
privilege of importing slaves for twenty years, 
‘and the stipulation to deliver up fugitives from 
labor. 

it will be observed, sir, that no power was as- 
serted by the Convention over slavery; they did 
i| not undertake to control it; on the contrary the 
ii slaveholding States then asserted, as they now 
ij assert, that the right to hold slaves was independ- 
| ent of the Constitution. It is true there were pro- 
| visions for the protection of the enjoyment of this 
| right, the guarantee to suppress insurrection, and 
i the stipulations to restore fugitives from labor; 
| but the first of these is a power never likely to be 
invoked, and the second, although it was ‘adopted 
withouta single dissenting voice, is to-day habitu- 
ally disregarded. . : 

The power to regulate imposts was given to 
| Congress; and lest that power should be exerted 
| to arrest the importation of slaves, it was restricted 
| in its application to that traffic until the year 1808. 
| Is it not clear, that but for these provisions of the 
Constitution—provisions inserted to secure an in- 
| crease of slaves to‘protect that property, and to 
enable the southern ‘States to: maintain their bal- 
ance in the Confederacy—that they would never 
have come into the Union? Turn to the debates 
in convention, and you will find spread upon their 
pages ample proof of the determination of these 
States never to consent to the creation of a gov- 
ernment that did not contain the most explicit pro- 
visions for the protection of their property, then 
| and thereafter. The pages of the Federalist afford 
the most unmistakable evidence of the same fact. 
| Alexander Hamilton, in advocating the adoption 
i of the Constitution before the State convention of 
New York, stated that the provision enumerating 
three-fifths of the slaves as the basis of represent- 
ation, was insisted upon resolutely by the south- 
ern States, and that but for this concession they 
would have refused to come into the Union. In 
the great debate upon the admittance of Missouri, 
one of the ablest advocates of the restrictive meas- 
ure which the North sought to impose upon that 
State, (Mr. Sereeant of Pennsylvania,] made the 
| important admission, th t the right of the slave- 
holding States to their property is paramount to 
the Constitution itseli; cat there is no express 
grant in the Constitution for limiting slavery upon 
the admittance of new States; and that to preserve 
the balance of the States then and thereafter, the 
rule of three-fifths was adopted. . 

Sir, let it be borne in mind that the balance be- 
tween the southern States which were to continue 


‘slaveholding and planting Sta 
“States, was’ to be preserved. We cari 
| consent to abandon, the ground whieh 


rane 


Rah Sree n 
not. now 
we hav 


held from the establishment of the Gov 
Any policy which proposes now to‘lessen’t 
curity of our property—to shake the gua 
by which we enjoy it—to disturb the weight 
which we hold in. the Confederacy; wil encoun- 
ter on our part uncompromising opposition. =- 

.This great question was revived upon thé appli- 
cation of Missouri to become a State of the Usin, 
The territory out-of which that State was formed 
had been acquired from France by the influence’ of 
the South. Under the northern polity, Louisiana 
would have néver been acquired; indeed, under 
the influence of northern statesmen, a treaty was 
at one time nearly concluded, relinquishing the 
right. to navigate the southern waters of. the 
Mississippi. Mr. Pinckney, of South Carolina, 
with the aid of other statesmen who took the 
southern view of the question—who compre- 
hended the importance of bringing that exten- 
sive region under our dominion, and especially 
of securing the mouth of the Mississippi—under- 
took and carried out the great measure which ‘ac- 
quired for us that magnificent ‘accession to our 
wealth and our power. Yet, sit, when Missouri 
‘applied for admittance into the Unión, the ijorth- 
ern statesmen demanded that the South shouldbe 
excluded from all participation’ in the benefits of 
the acquisition which they had made, and: they 
actually succeeded in subjecting the South’ to'a 
compromise, or rather a capitulation, which Hm- 
ited slavery within the parallel of thirty-six’ de- 


| grees and a half north latitude in all the territory 


acquired from France. 

That extensive region was at that time a slave- 
holding region; yet this limitation of slavery was 
demanded by the North, and the line of 36° 30’ 
was stretched across it, cutting off the South from 
a large share of the acquisition ta which she had 
mainly contributed; and independent States, since 
formed our of territory which was at that time 
open to slavery, have entered the Union to throw 
their weight against the interest and the policy of 
the slaveholding States. Yes, sir, the North ac- 
tually appropriated a large share of the territory 
which was acquired in the face of its policy; and 
to-day, when another aggression is attempted 
against the rights and the honor of the southern 
States, when the people of those States threaten: to 
resist the aggression, they are told that the mouth 
of the Mississippi shall be wrested from their da- 
minion, and that its waters shall be ever free-to the 
people of the North. . The mouth of the Missis- 
sippi—acquired by the ‘genius and the policy of 
southern. statesmen—the mouth:of- the Missi 
sippi, emptying its tribute ina far southern Tati- 
tude—the mouth of the Mississippi is to. be hed 
by the power of the North, even if these States 
should form themselves into separate Confedera- 
cies. I earnestly trust. that the union, of these 
States will never be broken up; that the aggres- 
sions which threaten to destroy it may, be ar- 
rested, and that the mighty waves of the ‘floods 
which dash against it may. be stilled by the hand 
mightier than the waters; but if a course of con- 
tinued wrong on ‘the part of the North should 
drive the people of the southern States into resist- 
ance; if, unhappily, this Government should be 
rent asunder, you may rest assured, sir, the mouth 
of the Mississippi will belong to the South. 

Texas has been annexed to the United States; 
and one of the conditions of its admittance was, 
that in such States as might be formed out. of its 
territory north of the Missouri_compromise’Jine, 
slavery should be prohibited, There was a ready 
disposition to recognize this compromise ‘line, 
when it was to be applied to a slaveholding terri- 
tory. i roe 

duch, sir, is the history- of. the controversy 
which grew up between the North ‘and the South 
in regard to slavery, from the establishment of the 
Government up to the present moment. To-day 
we find ourselves. once more confronted, and the 
relative attitude of the two sections is in perfect 
harmony with their past history. ‘The North is 
still advancing with its aggressions, more imperi- 
ous than it has ever been before; and the South, 
now. thoroughly aroused to a sense of danger us 
well as of wrong, demands only an equitable par- 
ficipation in our recent acquisition. Tn turning to 
the history of our country, I look upon the course 


of the southern States with: the highest satisfac- 
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tion, They have stood by the Constitution in the 
noblest spirit; they have borne the pressure of the 
Government; they have witnessed the steady de- + 
cline of their commercial prosperity; they have 
seen their emporiums ‘languish, and-their ships 
decay; yet, under all this adverse fortune, they 
have ‘stood by the country; they have asked no 
legislation for their benefit; they have ‘poured 


their wealth into your treasury; they have seen it 


scattered without stint in other parts of the: Con- 
federacy; yet, with a patriotism unchilled by time, 
and undiminished by wrong, they have stood by 
the country; they have sent their sons to fight 
your battles, and they have rejoiced in your pros-- 
perity. [may well say this, for upon entering 
Congress in the winter of 1845, found the Gov- 
ernment engaged in an angry discussion with 
Great Britain respecting Oregon, a remote north- 
western territory, in which the South could have 
no possible. interest beyond the common interest 
which we all feel in maintaining the rights and the | 
honor of the nation. Yet I unhesitatingly expressed 
‘my determination to assert the claim of the United 
States, and to maintain it at whatever cost. Other 
squthern gentlemen did the same thing; and it isa 
fact, perhaps not generally known, that the bill | 
raising men and providing supplies for the war 
with Mexico was originally intended to prepare 
the country for a contest with Great Britain. 
What are our relations to-day? Having just 
emerged from a war with Mexico, in which the | 
South bore its part well, to say no more; and having 
concluded a treaty of peace which leaves us in pos- | 
session of an extensive territory overran by our 
arms—a territory stretching from about the thirty- 
second to the forty-second parallel of north lati- 
tude—it is now demanded by the North that the 
people of the slave-holding States shall be ex- 
cluded from any share in the acquisition, unless 
they consent, in migrating thither, to abandon an 
important part of their property, and to change 
their whole habit of life. 
northern States that slavery shall be arrested, that 


it shall be extended no further in any direction, | 


that itis to be forever hedged within its present 
limits. This is your demand. 

You are, sir, acting upon Clarkson’s advice, 
who, not content with destroying the prosperity 
of the British West Indies, tendered his advice 
to the Abolitionists of the United States. He 
wrote, ‘You must either separate, yourselves 
from all political connection with the South, and 
‘t make your own laws, or if you do not choose such 
‘a separation, you must break up the political 


lt is insisted by the į 


ordinate States; we have borne the agitation of the 
slavery question, when that very agitation is as 
clear though not as gross à violation of our right 


! to hold slaves as to have them taken out of our 


possession, for it must be acknowledged that there 
is a mere difference of degree between having a 
right questioned and assaulted and having it 
wrested away;.we have borne the constant eva- 
sion of the constitutional provision to surrender 
fugitives from labor,—all, all this we have borne; 


| but your ‘demand: now to appropriate the entire 


territory acquired from Mexico at the close of a 
national war in which the whole country partici- 
pated, the declaration of your fixed purpose to 
bind down the slaveholding States within their 
present limits, has aroused a spirit which you will 
find itno easy task to subdue. Survey, sir, the 
whole extent of that wide-spread region beginning 
; at the Potomac, which rolls its waters in our view, 
| to the almost tropical plains of southern Texas, 
and you will see. signs which may. well fix your 
| attention; one feeling, one purpose, one spirit 
moves the entire mass of awakened and indignant 
freemen. You may almost hear the tones in 
which they announce their solemn purpose, not 
only to resist your threatened encroachments, but 
to demand guarantees for their future safety. 

| If it be your settled policy to deny the slave- 
| holding States any participation in- the territory 
| now belonging to us, or hereafter to belong to us, 
then the time is come when the southern States 
must decide a grave question—either to submit to 
a gradual but perfectly certain change in their or- 
| ganic structure, or to resist the threatened en- 
croachment on their rights at every hazard. 

It is no imaginary wrong of which we complain 
—it is a colossal, overshadowing evil against 
| which we contend. Our honor and our existence 
! are alike involved in the issue. The cause which 
threatens to disturb our peace and plunge us into 
convulsions, may'seem to you a slight one; but 
tet me remind you that slight causes have given 
rise to the fiercest and most desolating wars which 
history records. The ploughing up a few acres of 
sacred soil plunged the States of Greece into a san- 
guinary conflict; an attempt to collect ship-money 
shook the empire of England, drove Hampden to 
the field where he lost his life in one of the rst bat- 
tles ever fought for constitutional liberty, and 
brought the anointed head of a king to the block; 
while a tax of a few cents on a pound of tea drove 


i the British colonies into a war which broke the 
i| dominion of the British Government, and left them 


independent States. No, sir, itis no imaginary 


‘ascendency which the southern have for so long 
‘atime had over the northern States.” You de- 
mand that the equipoise heretofore established 
between the northern and southern portions of the 


Union shail be destroyed; that from this time jj 


forth there shall be, on the part of the slave- 
holding States, no participation in any of the 
acquisitions which this Republic may make. 

The whole action of the Government henceforth 
is to be for your benefit; the fruits of our diplo- 
macy, thetriumphs of our arms, the outlay of our 
wealth, the progress of our power, all are to be 


yours, and we are to hold an inferior, dependent, ji 


abject relation to you. Either you denounce us as 
unworthy to associate with you as equal States, 


because of the immorality of our institutions, or |, 


you seek to acquire over us a political advantage, 

‘We can submit neither to the one relation nor the | 
other. If, with the spirit of the Pharisee, you lift 
up your hands, and thank God that you are better 
than we arc; if, turning your backs upon a region 
cursed with slavery, you survey with complacency 
your batter heritage—we may submit with some 
composure to the exhibition; but if, overlooking 
all evils at horme—the crime, the wretchedness, the 
pauperism in your midst, you enter upon an itin- | 


erant search after moral disorders at a distance, | 


compagsing sea and fand to bring the slaveholders 
of the South under the influence of your fatal phi- 
lanthropy; if, not content with hurting your anath- 
emas azainst us, you 


ring the power of this Gov- || 
ernment to the aid.of your schemes, we shall take || 
measures to convince you of our fixed purpose to || 


wrong .of which we complain. Your act which 
excludes us from the territory of the United States 
decides a great principle against us; it involves the 


If we submit, we have examples before our 
| eyes of the condition to which we shall be reduced. 
‘ Irelend, luxuriant, fertile, degraded, starving lre- 
Í land, is a picture of what we should be. With 
| her representation in Parliament she constitutes 
nominally a portion of the British empire. Yet 
! the policy of that empire degrades and ruins her. 
: What battle has been fought of late years by 
| British arms where Irish blood has not been freely 
: spilt, and where Irish valor has not contributed to 
| win the day? In all the bloody fields of the Pen- 
| insula, between the Pyrenees and the Alps, they 
bore the British ensign in triumph against the 
marshals of France; and at Waterloo they upheld 
it for Wellington against the magnificently stern 
array which Napoleon mustered in person. ` But 
what has this done for Ireland? When her sons, 
unable longer to bear her degradation and her 
wretchedness, speak out for their country and de- 
nounce the power which oppresses and crushes 
į her, they are torn from her bosom, and if they 
| escape the scaffold they are sent into banishment 
: manacled with felons. To-day every southern 
| man walks erect, with conscious dignity; he sur- 
| veys the whole country with patriotic pride; he 
i sits in the council of the nation an equal among 
equals. He can never consent to be degraded from 
this position, to have the section from which he 
comes placed under the ban of the Government, 


| 
|| very existence of the southern States. 


repel aggressions upon our political rights. 

We, sir, bave hitherto borne your assaults, | 
your criticisms, your homilies—the tide of vuigar į 
abuse whieh has fur halif a century poured forth 
against us from declaimers, newspaper writers, 
and.pamphleteers; we have even submitted to bear 
the insulting resolutions of the Legislatures of co- |; 


| and to have the people whom he represents 


brought inte an inferior relation toit. A resist- 
ance to the aggressions with which we are threat- 
ened can bring us no worse fate than this. If we 4 
could hope to escape the physical deterioration 
which would certainly follow a submission to the 
policy to which it is proposed to subject us, we 


| invasion. 


should sink into a moral degradation far worse. 
The scholar who approaches Athens from the sea 
forgets her orators, her “poets, and all the ruined 
glory of her once unrivaled architecture, and fixes 
his eye upon the tomb of Themistocles. In fling- 
ing a glance upon the sea and the land, everything 
is forgotten but the battles of freedom which con- 
secrated every spot the eye takes in. The illus- 


trious people who once dwelt there, holding slaves 


as we do, maintained their national existence by 
preserving a spirit which resisted all attempts at 
The southern States can maintain their 
position in the Union only by cultivating a spirit 
which makes their people stand ready to defend 
their equal claim to the benefits of the Govern- 
ment against every: assault. 

In settling this great question, then, I shall insist 
upon a recognition of our right to a full participa- 
tion in the late acquisition of territory. Ido not 
care to measure exactly the extent of territory and 
divide acres with precision, but the principle must 
be admitted, the great principle that, in the division 
of the property of the United States and in the 
enjoyment of political rights, the people of the 
slaveholding States hold a perfect equality. As 
to the Wilmot proviso, sir, | do not fear its‘appli- 
cation to the territory; the truth is you have no 
right to adopt it and- you have no power to enforce 
it. But I should be unjust to the gentlemen from 
the non-slaveholding States if I did not express my 
gratification at the manly course of those who a 
few days since voted down the resolution which 
instructed a committee of this House to report a 
bill containing it. You profess to derive your 
power over the subject from the Constitution, and 
many of you rest it upon the second clause of the 
third section of the fourth article, which declares, 
‘That Congress shall have power to dispose of 
‘and make all needful rules and regulations re- 
t specting the territory or other property belonging 
‘to the United States;”? but has it never occurred 
to you that the very same clause proceeds to de- 
clare, ** And nothing in this Constitution shall be 
“so construed as to prejudice any claims of the 
‘United States or of any particular State.” If you 
construe this restriction upon the power of Con- 
gress, so as to make it apply to the interests of the 
States in the mere property of the United States 
or its proceeds, you must at the same time 
admit, that the first part of the clause grants no 
greater jurisdiction than the control of the prop- 
erty, and confers no political power. In. other 
words, if you derive the power of Congress to 
govern the territories from the clause we are now 
considering, you must take the latter part of the 
clause as a restriction upon the grant of power. 
It is much to be doubted whether you have the 
right to govern the territories of the United States 
to any greater extent than to législate for the benefit 
of the public property. 

By referring to the debates in convention upon 
the adoption of the Constitution, you will find that 
a proposition was brought forward to give Con- 
gress power to create governments for the people 
of the territories of the United States; before the 
proposition came to be acted on, it was modified, 
and the clause to which I have referred is the pro- 
vision to which the convention agreed. 

Mr. Pinckney, of South Carolina, in his speech 
upon the Missouri question, to which 1 have 
already referred, says, certainly no power to legis- 
late against the interest of any State, even before 
the Territories are admitted as States, was con- 
ferred by the convention upon Congress. Mr. 
Pinckney, it will be remembered, was a member 
of the Convention, and he does not hesitate to 
give the opinion which I have stated. 

{ shall frankly declare for myself I prefer to 
settle this question by adopting the Missouri com- 
promise line in the sense in which it was origi- 
nally applied to the territory acquired from 
France; it is a marked line—it has the force of 
precedent—a certain moral power attaches to it, 
and it is supposed to limit the northern boundary, 
beyond which the natural products which employ 


| slave labor profitably cannot pass. 


Let that hne be- stretched to the Pacific, and let 
the stormy debates and the angry dissensions 


¿which now shake the Government, Sink into the 
| bosom of that broad ocean. 


This will give the 
North much the larger share of the territory—the 
whole acquisition being about five hundred and 
twenty-six thousand and seventy-eight square 
miles. The parallel of thirty-six degrees and a 


1850. 


half, if stretched across it, would leave the North in 
possession of three hundred and thirty-seven thou- 
“sand three hundred and fifty-five square miles, and 
would leave the South one. hundred and eighty- 
eight thousand seven. hundred and twenty-eight 
square miles, making an excéss in favor of the 
North of about one hundred and fifty thousand 
square miles, © <1. esd : 

But I do not. care for this. I wish to settle the 
question, and I-wish to ‘settle it upon such terms 
as will reliéve the southern:States from the ban of 
tne Government, and secure a recognition of their 
rights. ee ae 

When it was proposed last winter to admit Cali- 
fornia as a State, authorizing the inhabitants then 
there to form a constitution with that object, I op- 
posed it. ` I stood ready to recognize the right of the 
people to provide a government for themselves; but 
I was unwilling to subject the vast territory to the 
jurisdiction of the inhabitarts then there. I believ- 
ed it would result in the sacrifice of the substantial 
“rights of the southern people. A regiment raised 
in the interior of New York, for the express: pur- 
pose of colonizing California, had been sent out by 
the late Secretary of War, and was disbanded 
there. I could not doubt their decision in regard 
to slavery. I was unwilling, too, that the new 
State should embrace within its limits the whole 
extent of the Pacific coast, and I insisted upon a 
plan of settlement which would allow the people 
of the slaveholding States the opportunity of 
colonizing that country. 

I know, Mr. Chairman, that you, together with 
the present Speaker of the House, and several 
other distinguished gentlemen on both sides of the 
chamber, did favor the bill which was brought 
forward by the present Secretary of the Navy, 
who was at that time a member of this House. 
Others planted themselves upon the ground as- 
sumed by General Cass, who thought it best to 
leave the people in the full enjoyment of the 
rights of self-government. I know that a great 
change has taken place in the numbers and char- 
acter of the population now there, but I still insist 
if California is to come into the Union, let the 
State be admitted with the Missouri compromise 
line for its southern boundary, and let us settle the 
whole question upon that line, or let us have some 
other equivalent, which recognizes the right of a 
slaveholding people to divide the territory, and to 
reside there in the enjoyment of their property. 
As to the fact that the people of the territory of 
California have thought proper to adopt a State 
constitution in advance of any preliminary action 
on the part of Congress, I do not regard that as a 
very serious obstacle. An act on our part now 
admitting the State, would relate back to the ori- 
ginal proceeding, and would legalize it. Sucha 
course on our part would not be without late pre- 
cedents in its favor. Soha 

As to the provision of the constitution in respect 
to slavery, I suppose no one would desire to make 
that a subject of debate here, and least of all will 
any southern man consent to let the question of 
the admittance of the State turn upon that point. 
The right of the people creating a State govern- 
ment to determine that question for themselves, is 
perfectly clear, and for one J shall never consent to 
have it questioned. 

And here, sir, allow me to say, that I have 
heard, with profound regret, the remarks which 
have been made by some gentlemen on this floor 
in regard to the course which the President has 
thought proper to pursue towards the inhabitants 
of California. His patriotism needs no vindica- | 
tion here; it is attested by a long career in the 
public service, and it has been illustrated upon hard- 
fought fields, where the great ensign of the Repub- 
lic floating above him caught new lustre from his 
achievements. Such assaults cannot harm him, 
They are powerless—and it will yet be found that 
his hold upon the confidence and affection of his 
country cannot be shaken. He thought it best to 
encourage the people of California to prepere a 
State government, but he did not fora moment at- 
tempt to interfere with the freest exercise of the 
rights of the citizens in fixing the character of that 

ernment. es 
Eoin deciding the great question which is before 
us, let party be, forgotten, and let us remember 
our country. Let us settle this great controversy 
which to-day threatens to overthrow the noblest 
Government upon which the sun has ever shone. 
It is full of danger. Gentlemen may not be 


} that the Government of that 


adjourned. 


danger: “It is stated in a late British magazine 
t ; i powerful empire wasy 
in April, 1848, in great danger of being’ over- 
thrown; that. if out of the six thousand soldiers 


“who at that time mustered in the metropolis, one 


half of the number had gone over to the people, 
the Government would have gone down.’ 

The events of an hour may destroy the noblest 
fabries.. The oak, through whose branches the 
tempest has swept for a century, yields up its 
strength to a single flash of the lightning. T de- 
sire, most. earnestly desire, to save the Union. 
Those of us who contend for the rights of the 
South must not be charged with treason against it. 
We are the true friends of the Union; but we de- 
sire to maintain the Government in its purity. 
We cannot submit to the tranquillity which a des- 
potism- would impose. We hold that political 
truth is like revealed truth—let it first be “ pure, 
then peaceable. ”? 

Deal with us justly, meet us in the spirit which 
animated the men who sat side by side in the con- 
vention which established the Constitution under 
which we live; recognize us as a kindred people; 
admit our claims to a full participation in the ben- 
efits of a common government; legislate for this 
whole country as yourcountry inall its amplitude, 
and you will find us ready to go on with you in 
the great future which opens before us, prepared 
to share your fortunes, for good or forevil, through 
all the vicissitudes which it may bring—“ Animis, 
opibusque parali.’? sad 

As we now stand, confronted in angry contro- | 
versy, I am sure that I may say, while the people 
I represent will contribute everything to maintain 
the Government in its just and equal action, they 
will never submit to acts of oppression; they will 
give wealth and life itself to maintain your power 
and defend your honor, but as one man they will 
adopt the language of one of the most distinguished 
statesmen of South Carolina, no longer living,— 
“ Millions for defence, not a cent for tribute.” 

At the close of his remarks, Mr. H. gave notice 
of his intention to offer an amendment to the 
resolution, proposing to refer that portion of | 
the message relating to the territories, so as to in- 


struct the Committee on Territories to report a |i 


bill for the protection of the citizens of the United 
States in their property, of whatever description, 


in the territories acquired from Mexico by the! 


treaty of Gaudalupe Hidalgo. 
Mr. FITCH obtained the floor, and addressed 


the committee during the hour—yielding the floor |! 


for purposes of explanation or inquiry, to Messrs. 
Brown, of Mississippi, and Ciincman. | [His 
speech will be found in the Appendix.] 

Mr. F. having concluded, the floor was as- 
signed to . 

Mr. ROOT, who yielded to'a motion that the 
committee rise. 

A motion to that effect having been made and 
agreed to, the committee rose. And the House 


> PETITIONS, &c. 

The following petitions, &c., were presented un- 
der the rule and appropriately referred: 

By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of F. Wadsworth, 
president, E. N. Sill, secretary, and B. Booth, Harvey Baid- 
win, John Hawford, and T. D. Milter, direetors of the Port- 
age County Mutual Fire Insurance Company, praying the 
reduction of postage to two cents per half ounce on all pre- 
paid letters. Reterréd to the Committee on the Post Office 


and Post Roads. ti 


By Mr. STRONG: The petition of William Datling and 
other citizens of Reading, Pennsylvania, for cheap postage. 
Referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Pasi Roads. 

By Mr. CHANDLER: The petition of E. M. Davis, and | 


188 other citizens of Philadelphia, asking for the reduction j: 
i 


of portage to the uniform rate of two and a half cents on all 
prepaid letters. Referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Reads. š f 

By Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania: A memorial, 
signed by Merrett Parker, and two other soldiers of the war 
of 1812, praying an appropriation of land for such services H 
to the soldiers of that war. 
the Public Lands. 

Also, a memorial signed by J. C. Thau and 38 other citi- 
zens of Clarion county, Pennsylvania, for the establishmen: 
of a mail route from Lewistown, Clarion county, via Green 
ville Village to Clarion. 
Post Office and Post Roads. # l 


emorial sigued by J. L. McLane and 36 other |! ; 
Also, a memorial sigued by MeLane a er i Bailey and. 18 others, of Medway, Massachusetts, praying 


eitizens of Pennsylvania, praying for an alteration of the 


enabled to realize it, but the controversy js fall of || 


Referred to the Committee on |) 


Suffolk county, New York, 
Jetters. = 5 Ai z : 
By Mr. BEALE: The: petition ‘of James H: Brown ‘aiid - 
others, praying the reduction on the postage on-all letters to 
‘two cents per half-ounee.  Referred-to the Comni 


cents on prepaid 


the Post Office and Post Roads: 7 ; $ 
~ Also, the -petition of Philip Cox'and others; forthe estab- 
lishment’ of a ditect máirroitë from Gilmore-Court:H 

to Ritchie Court-House, all'th the Siate of Virginia. °°" 

By Mr. MOORE: The'petition froin citizens of the North 
ern Liberties, Philadelphia, for cheap postage; W Ww 
referred to the Committee ‘on ‘the ‘Post ‘Office: 
Roads. E FEE aata eip E F 

By Mr. WALDO: The petition of E. W. Canington, Esq. 
and others, lega) voters of the town of Farmington, Connec- 
ticut, asking for a reduced and uniform system of postage. 
Referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 

oads. ; s 
` By Mr. ROBBINS: The memorial, signed hy Jamés Nol- 
lahan, General George Cadwalader, and 496 other citizens 
, and seamen of Pennsylvania, asking that the sanie rewarda 
he granted to seamen serving in the Gulf and Pacific squad- 
rons that Congress has granted to persons Serving in the 
| army or marine corps in Mexico. Referred to‘ the Commit- 
i tee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. SPRAGUE: A petition for cheap postage, from 
E. I. House. and other citizens of Paw Paw, Michigan, 

Also, a petition from H. S. Hurd and. oiher citizens. of 
Union City, Michigan. 

Also, a petition from John C. Ball and 225 citizens of 
Tonia county, Michigan. ; 

Also, a petition from H. Condict and other citizens, of 
| Adrian, Michigan. AH referred. to the Committee on the 
| Post Office and Post Roads. ey 
By Mr. BOWIE: The memorial of James ’'S. Morsell, 
i praywg indemnity for losses sustained in the war of 1812. 

By Mr. DURKEE: A petition of the citizens of thé State 
of Wisconsin, praying for the establishment of a mail route 
| from Sheboygan Falls to Fond du Lac. FEAR 

Also, a resolution of the Legislature of the State of Wis- 
consin, in relation to ceding the public Jands to the States 
in which they lie, en certain conditions, 

Also, a resolution of the Legislature of the Srate of Wis- 
consin, relative to-a donation of the military reserve land 
at Fort Winnebago, to aid in the construction of a peneten- 
tiary. 

Also, a petition of the citizens of Dodge county, in the 
State of Wisconsin, praying for the establishment of a Ter- 
ritorial Government in California. 

Also, a petition of the citizens of Racine, in the State of 
Wisconsin, praying for an appropriation tor the completion 
of the harbor at that place, 

By Mr. BURT: ‘The memorial of the citizens of the State , 
of South Carolina, praying for the establishment of a mail 
route from Grabam’s Turnout to Lots. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Edgefield Districtin the 


ji State of South Carolina, praying for the establishment of a 


| mail route from Richardson’s to Lodi. ‘ ? 

Also, the memorial of citizens of Lexington and Newbery 
Districts, in the State of Sonth Carolina, praying for the €s- 
| tablishment of a mail route from Lexington court house to 

Newberry court house. : 
| By Mr, CHANDLER: The petition of Henry Grew and 
| one hundred other citizens of Philadelphia, asking for a uni- 
form rate of postage on prepaid letters; also another of ‘a 
| similar character from Samuel Murphy and others of Phila- 
i! delphia. s i yt 

By Mr. PARKER: The petition of the surviving execu- 
tor and heirs of Robert McCandless, deceas¢d, praying in- 
demnity for French spoliations prior to 1800. vel 

By Mr. REED: The petition of the faculty and students 
of Jefferson College, Pennsylvania, for cheap postage. ie 

By Mr. GREEN: The petition. of citizens of: Morgan, 
county, Missouri, praying the establishment of ‘a mail route 
from Versailles to Erie in said State. p a 

Also, the. memorial .of the Legislature of the State of 
; Missouri on the subject of a geological survey of said State. 
i Referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. BURROWS: The petition of J. S. Bosworth and 
j 60 others, citizens of Ridgeway, county of: Orleans; New 
York, asking Congress to establish the rate of postage ou 
prepaid letters at twa cents per half otmee. : k 

By Mr. SEDDON: The petition of many citizens of Vir- 
ginia to establish four beacons on the James river in that 
State. A ; 

By Mr. ROSE: The petition of Joshua Gray, J. E. Ben. 
nett, and other citizens of Geneva, New York, praying for 
the repeal of the law granting a patent to Williams Wood- 
worth, for planing-machine. 

Also, the petition of George Bull, John Mosher and others, 
of Ontario county, New York, praying for reduction of 
H postage. r 
3 the petition of Luther Shepard, Ira Pixley and 170 
| others, citizens of Ontario county, New York, praying for 
| reduction of postage. 7 ; a 
: Also, the petition of William Goodell, Daniel Short and 
New York; praying.’ 


| 
| 


| others, of Richmond, Ontario county, 
for reduction of postage. ie a 
By Mr. A. G. BROWN: The petition of Douglass. H. 
: Cooper and others, late commissioned officers in ‘the “war 
| with Mexico, praying bounty lands. : E x 
i By Mr. FREEDLEY: The petition of J. Roberts and 300 
| citizens of Norristown, Pennsylvania, in favor of. cheap 
ostage. ee eee £ 
By Mr. HALLOWAY: The petition of Richard Robin- 
son, of Dutehess county, New York, praying for relief for 
wounds received ìh the nayal sérvice, in the war of 1812713 


and? f $ l 
eee the Memorial for the. removal of rocks from Hurt 


Referred to the Committee on the |; Gate channel, signed by William Halsey & Co. and others, 


: of New York. a 
: By Mr. MANN, of Massachusetts: The petition of L, 


tariff laws of the Commonwealth. Referred to the Com- j for cheap postage. 


mittee of Ways and Means. He 


‘Also, the petition of Amasa Danicls and others, of Med- 


By Mr. JOHN A. KING: The petition from the city of |; way, Massachusetts, for the same object. 


Brooklyn, for increased mail facilities between New York i 
and San Francisco. . : s | 
Also, a petition from sundry inhabitants of Riverheart, 


` 


f- Also, the petition of George F. Walker and 11 others, 
| students in Holliston Academy, in Holliston, Massachusetts, 
| for the same object. 
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Iso; thë petition of J. W; Seward and .53 others, who 
„are officers, teachers, or. pupils in the ‘Seward Seminary, 
Rochester, New York, for the same object. é 

‘Also, the. petition. of Henry W. Bartlett. and 48 others, 

gomb makers, in Holliston, Massachusetts, praying for the 
same object. o ; 

: Also, the petition of Jacob Ide and 55. others, 
Massachusetts, for the same object...” en 

Ako, thé petition of Jonah Babenek and: 18 others, in-- 
‘habitants of Milton, Massachusetts, forthe same object... - 

“Also, the: petition ‘of E. Littell and 55 others, inhabitants: 
of. Brookline, Massachusetts, for the same object. 
-By Mr: ROBBINS: A memoriak signed, by: T! 
Ferth, J; Londen 
of Pennsylvania, asking for the.construction of a harbor. on 
the castern side of Reedy Island,-in.the river. Delaware. <; 

By Mr. RISLEY: The petition of A. F. Taylor and:62 
other citizens, of Chautauque, county, ‘New. York, praying 
Congress to establish the rate of postage on prepaid letters at 

two cents per half ounce: Referred to the Committee on 
‘the Post Office and Post Roads. : i 
By Mr. CABLE, of Ohio: The petition from Aaron Hinch- 
MRU Esq: and 37 other citizens. of Salem, Obio, for land 
limitation and freedom of the public lands. 

Also,.from Allen S. Way. and 26 others, and from Samuel 
Teatan and 13 others, of Cold Spring, Ohio, on the same 
subject. . wo. he 

By Mr, JACKSON: The petition of Augustus Van Bu- 
yen, Charles C. Shepherd and 180 others 

county, New York. 


of Medway, : 


bomas J. 


Slager and 22 other merchants and:citizens: 


, citizens of Yates. 


By Mr. ROSE: The petition of Samuel How, Spencer 


Hildreth and other citizens of Ontario county, New York, 
‘praying for the repeal of the law granting a patent to. Wil- 
liam Woodworth for planing-machine. 

‘By Mr. BOWIE: The memorial of Henderson, Eergus- 
son & Gibson, for indenmity for French spoliations. 

By Mr. WALDO: The petition of W. R. Kibbee, Esq. 
and 50 others, electors of the town of Somers, Connecticut, 
for a uniform rate of postage. 

Also, the petition of W. Woodworth and 35 othérs, elec- 
tors of the town of Berlin, Connecticut, for a uniform rate 
of postage. ` 

By Mr. EVANS, of Obio: The petition of Henry Heud- 
schey, of the adoption of certain propositions for the pro- 
tection and regulation of mineral lands in California. 


IN SENATE. 
Trunspay, February 14, 1850. 


‘The VICE PRESIDENT announced the first 

uestion in order to be the motion to refer the 
“Presidents message, and the constitution of the 
State of California, and other accompanying doc- 
uments; to which 

Mr. FOOTE had moved an amendment. 

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, I have a word 
or two to say with the permission of the Senate, 
on a matter personal to myself, although it is not 
of any very great irnportance. I now ask the 
stenographer to take down what I say. 

I especially requested the reporter to bring to 
me theremarks which I made during the course 
of Mr. Housron’s speech on Friday. I never 
saw them, however, until this morning; and I am 
certainly represented as saying what I did not in- 
tend to say,and what I never did say in any 
sense implying gratitude. The passage to which 
I refer is this: 

«Mr. Houston. I can assure the. gentleman that L have 
no wish to detract from South Carotina, and if he thinks I 
intended anything personal to any gentleman who inhabits 
South Carolina, I will correct him by disclaiming it.” 

(Mr. BUTLER, (in his seat.) ‘hank you.” 

Mr. BUTLER continued. Here I am repre- 
sented as profoundly thanking the gentleman for 
what he said. Some remark may have escaped 
me. in my seat, and if the one attributed to me, it 
“was ‘entirely ironical. I never said that I was 
‘under any obligation to the Senator from Texas. 

Tsay this much in justice to myself, and hereafter 
af 1 choose tovallude to his remarks, I shall do it 
‘in perfect. good humor, and more in the tone of 

ridicule than in the spirit of anger. f 

Mr BADGER. Mr. President, I move to 
lay the pending Question upon the jable for the 
present, 

Mr. BENTON. Sir, this is a measure of great 
moment. It is desirable that we should proceed 
to action upon it. I-desire to know how long the 
Senator from North Carolina desires it to lie on 
the table. 

. Mr. BADGER. Only for the present, until we 
can have an opportunity to go through with our 
ordinary morning business. 

The motion to lay on the table was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a report of the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, 
with “statements: of contracts authorized by that 


Department; of- payments for the discharge of |) 


miscellaneous claims; and of expenditures from 
the marine hospital fund for the relief of sick and 
sabled seamen; which was-ordered to lie on the 
table andthe motion to “print ‘was referred to the 
Committee on Printing. 


| 


4 


| vial-numerousty-signed. by citizens of Wilmington, 


_ .\ MEMORIALS. AND PETITIONS. 
The VICE PRESIDENT presented the:memo- 
rial of R: Bissell, for self and the “heirs of Na- 
thaniel 'C.-Bissell, asking indemnity for French 
epoliations prior to 1800; which was laid on ‘the 
table: meatier ae 

Mr. BADGER... Tam intrasted with a memo- 
North Carolina, praying Congress to make-an‘ap- 
proptiation. for the purpose of repairing. certain 
works-heretofore-erected on Cape Fear river for 
the improvement of its-navigation, which the me- ||! 
morialists represent -are falling into decay, and un- 
Jess. they are repaired they will not only be useless, 
but positively mischievous to the navigation. They 
pray also for the erection of a sea-wall, for the:pur- 
pose of aiding in the improvement -of the. river. 
May I be permitted tó say to the commitlee who 
will have charge of this memorial, that Lhope they 
will give it the consideration which belongs intrin- 
sically to the subject itself, which is so deeply in- 
teresting to the commercial prospertly of this rap- 
idly rising town. H they pay any regard to that 
principle of equality which my friend from Geor- 
gia so strongly laid down the other day, it cannot 
be that such an application from my State will not 
receive prompt and cheerful acquiescence. on the 
part of the committee to which it may be referred. 
{-move that it be referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

The motion.was agreed to. 


THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE. 
Mr. DAYTON. I am charged with the pre- 


sentation of a memorial from certain representa- 
tives of the Society of Friends in New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Delaware, and Maryland, asking 
that the influence of this Government may be ex- 


trade, and particularly that its influence may be 
exerted through the formation of treaties with all 
foreign nations concerned in its traffic, and in giv- 
ing instructions to all our ministers at foreign 
Courts that they may endeavor, as far as lies in 
their power, to prevent the extension of this evil. 
There are, Mr. President, many facts connected 
with this subject which are matters of interest, and 
which go to show that, so far from this trade 
having been suppressed, it is greatly on the in- 
crease. There are remarks which apply particu- 
larly to the Spanish colonies, to Brazil, and to the 
Portuguese colonies, and there are some facts on 
| this subject, which have been developed within the 
last year or two, distressing and heart-sickening 
in their character. Those treaty stipulations into 
which we have entered seem thus far to have failed 
ina great degree in bringing about the ends for 
which they were designed; and they request such 
further and other peaceable interference, if it be 
within the power of this Government, as may be 
instrumental in bringing this slave-trade to an end. 
These memorialistsare here, andare the representa- 
tives of a large meeting of the Society of Friends 
at Philadelphia—a body of citizens remarkable for 
intelligence and great moral worth. 

Without having any desire to agitate the ques- 
tion of domestic slavery, this memorial only asks 
for the interference of the Government so far as it 
may have power to interfere in the suppression of 
the African slave trade. 

While I am on the floor, I would say that this | 
memorial has been delivered to me by a committee 
representing this annual meeting, and while doing 
so they were anxious in their inquiries as to the 
presentation of a certain memorial which was 
presented to this body on arecent occasion asking 
for a dissolution of the Union, and which was un- 
derstood as coming from the Society of Friends, 
or certain members of it. They desire me to dis, 
claim, in the most distinct language, any partici- 
pation in this matter, or any disposition on the 
part of the Society of Friends to say anything of 
that kind. They say that they know and appre- 
ciate too well the benefits and privileges conferred 
by and enjoyed under this Government, (especial- 
ly in regard to that religious toleration which is 
given alike to all denominations,) ever to desire 
the dissolution of this Union; and they disclaim 
on the part of that society any indulgence in such 
feelings or ideas. They have also requested me 
to state that if any such memorial as that referred 
to has been presented here, and represented or un- 


derstood to have come from any portion of their 


rerted for the suppression of the African slave f 


society, it can only have come from individuals en- |, 


„ject of.. 


past practi 


tertaining peculiar notions, and not from the society 
in its collective capacity. But this committee; 
representing as they do this. large meeting of. this 
very numerous and influential.class of citizens, 
utterly repudiate all such ideas as those.contained 
in that. memorial. : : 

While I am on the floor, perhaps I may be per- 
mitted to correct (what I.am notin the:habit of 
doing) the report.of a rernark which was made by 
mea few days.ago while speaking upon the sub- 
the admission of these agti-slavery. peti- 
tions. It will be recollected that one of these 
memorials. (coming from the South) was pre- 
sented. a few days ago, by the Senator from North 
Carolina,- and: was. received by the Senate. I 
think that that memorial was within the rule or 
ce of the Senate, and the motion to re- 
ceive should-have been laid on the table. I bad 
voted on the. motion. of the Senator from New 
York, [Mr, Szwarp,] that the motion to receive 
the petition which he presentéd should lie on the 
table, in conformity with the uniform usage which 
has prevailed in the Senate ever since | have had 
the honor of a seat here, and for along time be- 
fore; but I said, if our friends from the South in- 
troduced these memorials and voted for their 
reception, I must hereafter apply the. same rule 
or usage to them which was applied tous. All 
must be admitted, or all rejected. l did not say 
that I would stand on this floor. and sustain the 
usage and practice of the Senate, while southern 
gentlemen, in reference to their own memorials, 
repudiate it. On the contrary, I said directly the 
reverse, 1 said that the same rule which, the 
South had applied in receiving a southern memo- 
rial should be applied, and I would apply it here- 
after, to memorials from the South as well as the 
North; that they, and not me, have first repu 
diated the past usage of the Senate. 

] now move that this petition be received, and 
that it be referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. - 

Mr. HALE. _I wish to ask the honorable Sen- 
tor from New Jersey to what he refers when he 
disclaims, on the part of the Society of Friends, 
the petition which he said was presented here, 
and. represented as coming from the Society.of 
Friends. To. what does he refer? Sich An 

Mr. DAYTON. 1 referred to the petition pray- 
ing for a dissolution of the Union. 

Mr, HALE. Presented by whom? 

Mr. DAYTON. By the Senator from New 
Hampshire. 

Mr. HALE. Sir, I presented no such petition. 
No, sir, the petition that I presented said nothing 
about “Friends.” The petition on the face of it 
said nothing about Friends. I said nothing at all 
about Friends, sir. I said that the petition came 
from citizens of Pennsylvania and Delaware. I 
was asked, either by the Senator from Alabama 
or by the Senator from Virginia, to send the letter 
in which the petition was enclosed to the table 
that it might be read. It was sent to the table and 
read, and appeared to be written in the language 
usually made use of by Friends—‘‘thee,’’ “thou,” 
and “thine?’—a more grammatical way, by, the 
by, of using the language than is commonly used 
in the Senate. Thatis all I know about the peti- 
tion. I said nothing by which it could be inferred 


i that it came from Friends. 


Mr. DAYTON. 1 did not say. that the honor- 
able Senator from New Hampshire said any thing 
about its coming from Friends. 

Mr. HALE. You said it purported to come 
from Friends. 

Mr. DAYTON. I did not say the petition said 
so, but in connection with the petition a paper was 
sent to the table in which. the words “ thee’’ and 
thou” are used, and I think it states the fact 
that these signatures were procured at the late 
quarterly meeting of Friends, although I cannot 
be certain as to the phraseology. However, it 
went into the newspapers that this was a petition 
or memorial of Friends, and that is what hurt the “ 
sensibility of the gentlemen who are on here rep- 
resenting the large number of the Friends congre- 
gated in Philadelphia. i ; 

Mr. KING. I have all along believed -that 
what is now stated by the honorableSenator frora 
New Jersey is true, that the Society of Friends 
would never lend themselves to such a measure as 
is proposed by the petition presented -by the hon- 
crable Senator from New Hampshire. It was 
denounced at the time it was presented by the 


1850. 


TH 


honorable Senator from Penngylvania, {Mr. Srur- 
ċEbN.] Every Senator here believed, from the 
remarks made when it was. presented, that it was 
intended to be represented as a memorial-from.the 
Society of Friends, till my friend..from: Pennsy]- 
vania said it.was, and must: be.a forgery, because 
the Society of Friends, of. whom -he spoke.in com- 
“plimentary terms, neyer.would.lend themselves. to 
guch an act. oo oo oo ® bo S A ; 

_ With regard :to-this -memorial,.I çan only say 
that I am disposed.to go. as far.as. any.man to. put 
an end to this odious ‘traffic in African slaves. 
That, I-understand, is the object ofthe. memorial. 

Mr. DAYTON. - That.is,the whole extent. 

Mr. KING. I thought that when.we had deelar- 
ed the traffic piracy—going further than had ever 
been done before—and that those who were.en- 
gaged.in it were pirates, and should be punished 
as such, we had gone to the very limits to which 
we could goias a Government in order to prevent 
that traffic. Butin addition, in order to enforce 
the act declaring it to be piracy, we authorized our 
Government, by a stipulation contained in a treaty 
with a foreign nation, to put an end to this traffic, 
and it has involved us in considerable difficulty. 
I am sorry that our action to suppress the traffic 
has not been independent, and that it was connect- 
ed with that of any other Government; but so it 
is, and what more can wedo? We have declared 
it piracy, and we have authorized and required our 
Government to employ a certain number of ships 
and seamen on the coast of Africa during the 
whole year, even in the most unhealthy seasons, 
in order to put down the traffic. 1s there a man 
who believes that one of these slaves is brought 
to the United States? Not one. There has not 
beén more than one instance, since the period 
when it was declared illegal to bring in African 
slaves, that it was suspected that there was a vio- 
lation of the law prohibiting the traffic, and that 
arose, as [ understand, on the transfer of Florida. 
Previous to the transfer of Florida, the Indian 
agent of the Creek nation was suspected of being 
interested in having some slaves brought in. 
What was the consequence? He was dismissed, 
promptly dismissed by the Government, and a 
prosecution was brought against those who were 
instrumental in bringing in the slaves. 

Mr. DAWSON. They were introduced into 
Florida when the territory belonged to Spain, and 
not after it belonged to the United States. 

Mr. KING. lam aware of that. I stated that 
about the time the transfer was to be made, the 
slaves were brought in while the territory was 
under the Spanish flag, but introduced into a por- 
tion of our. own country in consequence of the 
connivance, it is supposed, of the Indian agent. 
‘Whether true or not, he was dismissed, and every 
man engaged in the act was punished. Now, I 
ask my honorable friend from New Jersey what 
he proposes by sending this memorial to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations? Do we wish to 
make any further treaty stipulations ? 1 regret that 
we ever made any, and that we did not act on our 
own sense of what is right and proper, and en- 
deavor by our own, power to put down this infa- 
mous traffic. If it is necessary to increase the 
force beyond what was contemplated by treaty 
stipulations, it may be proper to send this to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. We have evi- 
dence that this traffic is carried on through Brazil 
by Portuguese vessels and by vessels of the United 
States. lam sorry to understand from our late 
minister, Mr. Wise, that there is a system carried 
on, north of this place, of building ships that go 
out to the coast of Africa, with a view to be trans- 
ferred under the American flag, and, with two sets 
of papers, ship off slaves. Can that be put down 
by the Committee on Foreign Relations? Has 
that committee anything to do with the building of 
ships to be thus transferred ? If this matter should 

o to any committee, think it should go to the 
Committee an Commerce, In order that some plan 
may be devised to prevent the building of these 
ships and getting American registers. , Howerer 
J hope the gentleman will content paar Sie ; 
paying every possible attention to the wishes o 
these benevolent men, the Friends or Quakers, for 
whom I entertain a high respect. I have lived 
among them, and | know them to be amad the 
cellent, industrious, just, and honorable. ey 

Let them enjoy them. 


ave peculiar notions, i i 
j { tink itis best to send this memorial to the 


Secretary of State, m order, if anything more is 


. Senator from. Alabama. 
should, upen.-the presentation of this memorial, 
discuss, the question whether the Committee on 
Foreign ‘Relations, will-feel disposed to:do-any-: 


-memorijalists ask the interference of :the .Govern- 


-man from Alabama says that we made. one treaty 


required -onthe part of the-Government, to-en- 
)force:what- they are bound to..do. by treaty -stip- 
ulations to punish. piracy, that he may makesome 
communication which will enable sus to act. -L 
“think, however, that the Committee on-Foreign: 
Relations has nothing to do with:it. 


Mr. DAYTON. L.will.not detain: the Senate: 
more than. a: moment. in: replying ‘to the honorable. 
L-hardly ‘supposed we: 


thing further than ‘has alreddy been done.» The 


ment through the treaty-making power, and they 
ask.itin kind and respectful terms. -The gentle- 


by which we have stipulated to keep a certain 
number of guns afloat in connection with the 
British Governme::t for the suppression of the Af. 
rican slave trade. 

Well, sir, that treaty was entered into with a 
view, among other matters, of getting rid of 
another troublesome question between the two 
Governments, in regard to the right of search. 
That was one.of the inducements to the stipula- 
tion entered into between the two Governments; 
but then, surely we have a right to make treaties || 
with other Powers, and to agree for other matters 
besides the keeping of a naval force afloat. Great 
Britain has made ‘treaties with Spain and with 
Powers wherever she has been able to effect treaty |} 
stipulations, for the purpose of ‘effecting the sup- 
pression of this African slave trade. It is not 
that the African slaves are brought into British 
possessions. It is not that African’ slaves are 
brought into American possessions. It is notij 
upon that ground that the memorialists make their 
request of the Senate; but they are influenced by 
what is due, as they believe, to the general good 
of mankind—they are influenced by a benevolence 
coextensive with the limits of the world--they 
wish to suppress this slave-trade in all countries 
and in all climes; and if we have the power, and 
can, by treaty stipulations with Brazil or with || 
Spain, or with any other Government where this 
traffic is tolerated, affect its suppression, surely it 
is not a matter unworthy of the attention, the be- 
nevolence, and general kind feelings of this so- 
ciety to move, as they have done, in the matter. 
The committee can consider them, and act upon 
them or not, as in their discretion they may think 
proper; but 1 hope the 1eference I propose to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations will be adopted. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. Mr. President, 
this trafficis carried on in fraud of treaties, and it 
is to enforce treaty stipulations that the United 
States and Great Britain have agreed by treaty. to 
maintain a squadron on the coast of Africa. I 
believe it is for no other purpose. When this 
arrangement was entered inte, it was supposed 
it would be effectual for the purpose. It seems 
now, however, to be understood: in England that 
if it has not absolutely failed of the great object 
intended; it has come very near toit. In a dis- | 
cussion m.Parliament, some time since, it was 
pronounced to be a waste of life and of money—I 
do not mean by any vote or decision, but simply 
that these comments were made upon it during the 
discussion... The press of England, I have also 
noticed, is pretty uniform in its opinion that the 
measures have not been successful; that in fact the 
slave trade, the illicit trade, the unlawful trade, the 
trade in contravention of treaties, is now carried 
on, and carried on extensively, between peihaps |! 
Cuba and the African coast, between Brazil and | 
the African coast, and very likely between some 
other points. I never supposed that any of. it | 
came here. It has been thought to be a great ob- 
ject to put this trade down, to suppress it entirely; | 
and this Government cannot give a greater earnest 
of its seriousness than when it enters into a treaty 
declaring the traffic piracy and punishable with 


had this topic under discussion here, and by refer- į 
ence to the doings of Congress, it will be seen 
that the powers of consuls in foreign poris were 
somewhat enlarged, and enlarged partly with a 
view to this very object; for it was declared by our 
consul in Havana that he had seen a vessel fitted 
out especially for this traffic, and that he had-nei- 
ther power nor authority to interfere. That ves- 


investigation:-that the trade-was carried on: 


-the construction of vessels: ofthis descriptions: 


t f ried- Onin “this 
„way. “Phe vessel to which I refer was built ‘fa 
*Baltimore~a- place somewhat distinguished’ for 


was: built there—wheiher with “an understanding 
of ‘the: purpose to which she’ was afterwards tó be 
-applied I cannot say—but‘she was’ Built there; and 
when finished, was calléd‘an‘A meri¢an vessel; ‘and 
‘an American, register: waa given’ ; 
she cleared, she cleared'for Cuba: When she ar- 
‘rived ‘there, therë was asale of the: vessel‘to a 
Spanish :house in: Cuba, ‘with -this condition an- 
‘nexed inthe sale, that she! should:bedélivered: on 
the coast of Africa. Now, sir, by the laws of this 
country, that sale: being made, the register is cut 
into two parts, one to be ‘delivered to the United 
States, and the other the purchaser of the vessel; 
and under. that half of the register this vessel went 
to Africa. Thus,then, with this protection ‘from 
the United States, no cruiser could touch this’ ves- 
sel, and ‘she ‘escaped to the coast of Africa in this 
way. When she‘arrived there, and the bargain 
“was consummated—she having taken outa Span- 
ish commander, but going under her old command- 
er til her arrival on the African coast—she was 
transferred to the Spanish commander, and ‘ste had 
then to trust to her heels to get home, for she 
could no longer use our flag. eee 
Now it is this difficulty which we are trying to 
remedy; and, although Í do not see-how it is to, 
be done, I -do not despair, if the subject is prop: 
erly looked'to, and this matter of,the register is 
altered. ‘With such an alteration, though the 
slave trade’ may not be entirely suppressed, I 
think it may be greatly diminished. I ‘would 
not, therefore, dismiss ‘this matter from the con- 
sideration of this body asa hopeless thing. I 
hope it will go to the Committee on Foreign Re- 


| Jations, of which the honorable Senator from Ala- 


bama is chairman. Ido not think much can be 
done by treaty stipulations, but something surely 
might be done to protect us from the false use of 
our flag. That is what we want, and I think it 
can be done. And when it is done, although’ I 
do not.think it will entirely put a stop to the 
trade, it will certainly do something towards it, 
| It will take away one of its principal securities; 
jand in taking that away, it will throw new em- 
| barrassments in the way of its progress. IÍ hope, 
| therefore, that this matter may be referred to the 
Committee on foreign relations; and that, in con- 
| sidering it, they will bear in mind the suggestions. 
| 1 have made. : ie 
Mr. KING. The very argument of the honors 
able Senator from Massachusetts shows the ims 
propriety of Sending this memorial to the Com» 
mittee on Foreign Rélations, “Will the- honorable 
Senator reflect for a monient-and inquire what the. 
Committee on Foreign Relations hes todo’ with 
the registering our vessels? If it related to treaty > 
stipulations, as the honorable Senator from New 
Jersey supposed, it would be right and suitable 
to send it to that committee; and if anything could 
be done by that committee, with a view to pot 
down this infamous tfaffic, 1 should be willing to 
have it sent to them. There is nothing that the 
Senate can do, unless it be to express an opinion 
that Government should negotiate treaties, If it 
is right and proper that additional treaties should 
be made, it is the duty of the Government to make 
such stipulations with other powers as will enable 
this Government to carry out in good faith the 
conditions of treaties which have been entered 
into, or enforce the provisions by additional 
means. But certainly it is not necessary that the 
Committee on Foreign Relations should takevit 
up. . si 
"Sir, l know there are great difficulties with re» 
gard to those very treaties with ‘Great: Britain. 
When in London, I had a conversation with Lord 
Palmerston on the ‘subject, and “he showed that it 
had been a failure, and thatit could: not possibly 


| succeed, unless some- change should be made; but 
the penalties for that offence. Some years ago we || what that change could: be he-did not clearly see. 


He spoke of the loss of life.: Hespoke also of the in- 


| ability. of vessels stationed on-the coast to prevent 


| the traffic, as carried-on in the manner described 
by the-honorable Senator from Massachusetts. 

Mr. DAVIS, ‘of Massachusetts. I only wish 
to'state that T-noticed in the newspapers a few 
days:ago the arrival of a vessel sent in by the Eng- 
lish squadron. : 
Mr. KING. Iam well aware of it; but I would 


sel was possessed of a register which issued-under | 


the laws of the United States. It was found upon 


ask again what the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
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+- tions can have to do.with regulating the registers 
“of otirvessels. | f Shiney 
“Mr DAVIS... If the Senator appeals to me, I 
would simply remark that the subject. has atwo- 
fold aspect... The Senator from New Jersey: gives 
it'an-aspect. In. relation, to. treaties, and. certainly 
at belongs. to. the Committee on. Foreign. Rela- 
ions... And. then, the aspect which I gave to-it.is 


one which probably is- more. immediately connect- 
“ed with commercial business. 20 os: : 

2 Mr KING. 1 adverted to the necessity: of a 
‘change in. the. mode, of registering. 1 still insist 
that this-is a.matter which does not appertain to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. If a treaty 
were to'be. madé, then it-would. be sent there, to 
see, whether the committee would report for or 
againstit, but in. this state of things, it is not prop- 
er. to. send it to that committee. . It refers to the 
‘Yegistering of vessels.alone.. As to treaty stipula- 
tions, that belongs to the other end of the avenue. 
They can institute negotiations and make treaties; 
and. then they. have to submit them to us for our 
approbation or. rejection; and when they are so 
submitted they ought to go to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

I will not consume the time of the Senate by 
protracting the discussion of this matter, and will 
therefore move that this petition be referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. HALE. Ido not wish to mingle in this 

7 debate, but I desire to say a single word in reply 
to a remark of the honorable Senator from New 
Jersey, (Mr. Darron, which seems to relate per- 
sonally to myself. he. discharge. of my duty 
here, sir, on. the floor of the Senate, is accompa- 
nied with embarrassments enough, without being 
charged with misrepresenting any body of men or 
an nine of which I speak. 
os Tiered the Senator from New Jersey and the 
Senate, that when: E presented the petition, I said 

nothing about its coming from Friends; the peti- 
tion said nothing of the sort; the letter enclosing 
it said nothing of the sort; yet still the honorable 
Senator stands up for the Quakers, to repudiate it 
and disclaim an act which they construe gs hav- 
ing been done by me. It will be time enough for 
his friends.in New Jersey or in Pennsylvania or 
Delaware, or any where else, to disclaim my 
apeaking for them when I undertake to speak for 
them. 

The Senator from New Jersey went on to af- 
firm that there was something in the paper itself 
‘that purported to come from a meeting of Friends. 
There was nothing.of the sort, sir, in the paper 
or the leter accompanying it; nothing of the sort 
was said by me. ‘To be sure, when the letter 
was sent to the Secretary’s table and read, it ap- 

eared to be written in the language of the 

riends, and the honorable Senator from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. Srurauon] got up and disclaimed 
it. as having been sent by the association of 
Friends.. lt certainly is not incumbent on me to 
get up and undertake to correct everybody and 
every thing that J understand to be a mistake and 
misapprehension. s 

The endorsement at the bottom of the petition, 

which the Senator from New Jersey says ts an an- 
nouncement that it is from the Friends, is in these 
words: “A number of the above names were pro- 
cured at public meetings, and written by myself by 
thedirection of the people. This plan was adopted 
Ag-save time.and trouble??? That is what is stated 
by: the individual who sent the petition. There is 
nota word about Friends having anything to do 
with it.. It seems, to me, sir, that after I had dis- 
claimed it once, it was a littl ungenerous that the 
asscveration should be repeated that it did come 
from the Friends, or that there was anything in 
the paper or in the remarks which I made that had 
a tendency to show that it came from Friends. 1 
utterly deny that there was anything of the kind 
written in the papers, or said by me in the remarks 
L offered to the Senate. 

Mr. DAYTON. . It is very immaterial with me 
whether. this memorial goes to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations or the Committee on Commerce, 

and TL suppose if is quite immaterial with the me- 
morialists themselves; but, sir, the subject matter 

he memorial is of such a nature as, according 

e practice of this body, requires that it should 

--£0toithe Committee on Foreign Relations, because, 

ther rightfully or wrongfully, the appeal which 
lake.to. us:can. only be answered through the 
ang power. My friend from Alabama 


-rection.:.It-is for that committee to consider when 


[Mr: Kine} has=goneé into’an argument to show 
that the treaty-making power cannot consistently 
act.on-the.subject here. © I had supposed that the 
Senate might pass resolutions, or might pass. some 
act in relation to the subject; but Iam not disposed 
to argue the matter at all. That is the subject 
matter of this petition, and that is the prayer of 
the petition ‘itself, and it is therefore the proper di- 


it: gets.there, and not in advance, whether it is 
-within the légitimate scope of their power, Bat 
it is quite immaterial to me:to which committee it 
is sents ig . 

Now, one word in answer to the remark which 
has fallen from the honorable Senatof from New 
Hampshire, [Mr. Hare.} Sir, 1 did not repeat, 
after he had denied, as he says, anything concern- 
ing that petition, I merely said what he had not 
denied. He denied that there was anything in 
the petition itself to indicate that it came from 
Friends. : 

Mr. HALE, (in his seat.) Or that I said any- 
thing. 

Mr. DAYTON. Or that he said anything. I 
neither said that there was anything in the peti- 
tion, or that the honorable Senator said anything 
to indicate that it came from Friends; but I did 
say that, in connection with that petition, accord- 
ing to my memory, a letter was sent by him to 
the Chair and read; and that not oniy was the 
letter in the plain language of Friends, but it stated 
too that some of the names were obtained at the 
Quarterly Meeting of Friends. That is my recol- 
lection of it, and I know that, in connection with 
that letter, it was treated in the chamber as a me- 
morial from the Society of Friends, and unconti o~ 
verted by the Senator who presented it. He said 
nothing on the subject. That was the impression 
made, not only in this chamber, but in the com- | 
munity also. Every newspaper referring to this 
memorial has treated itas a memorial presented 
from Quakers, My friend from North Carolina 
has just placed in my hand a newspaper of this. 
morning, in which the reporter, speaking on this 
subject, says: ‘ The Quaker petition was finally 
rejected by a vote of three to fifty; the three votes 
for the reception being,” &c. So the. petition is 
treated by the newspapers as it was treated and 
understood by the Senate, and as it has been gen- 
erally understood and treated by the community, 
{ will not, however, trespass further on the time | 
of the Senate, but move the reference of this 
memorial to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 


The memorial was so referred. 
MEMORIALS ON SLAVERY. 


Mr. HALE. [hold in my hand a memorial 
from the Association of Friends of the city of 
Philadelphia, for promoting the abolition of sla- 
very and improving the condition of free people of 
color, praying Congress to pass a law to prohibit 
the exportation of slaves from or importation into | 
any port of the United States; and that Congress 
will use all the means in its power to abolish slavery 
throughout the land. This forms part of a report 
of a meeting held on the subject, and is signed, on 
behalf of the association, by Jacob M. Ellis and 
Lydia Gillingham, clerks of the meeting. [Laugh- 
ter. 

ihave a number more of the same sort, and as |} 
they all come within the ‘ usage,” I will present 
them all together, . 

They. are as follows: 

A petition, signed by eighty-seven citizens of | 
Pennsylyania and Delaware, asking such a | 
change of the Constitution as shall abolish slavery | 
throughout the Union in a manner consistent with | 
justice and the rights and interests of all. ! 

Also, a petition, signed by ninety inhabitants of | 
Pennsylvania and Delaware, for the abolition of | 
slavery and the slave trade in the District of Co- | 
lumbia. | 

Also, a petition, signed by one hundred and | 
forty women of Weathersfield, in the State of | 
New York, asking Congress to prevent the further | 
extension of slavery, to withdraw the protection | 
of the American flag from the slave trade, and to 
suppress it effectually where Congress has juris: | 
diction. | 

Also, six petitions, signed by inhabitants of 
Pennsylvania, for the abolition of slavery and the 
slave trade in the District of Columbia. | 


|| petition was so referred, 


Also, five- petitions; numerously signed by citi- 
zens of Pennsylvania, asking that Congress, by a!) 


éhange of the Constitution or: some other way, 
would devise a plan for the abolition of slavery 
throughout the United States, or relieve the péo- 
ple of Pennsylvania from. all responsibility of aid- 
ing in its support. i 

Also, a petition signed by 1,475 women of Do- 
ver, New Hampshire, for the abolition of slavery 


-and the'slave trade in the District of Columbia and 


the slave trede between the States. 

I believe I have now discharged myself of‘all the 
petitions of that kind that I have received. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I want to know 
if the Senator from New Hampshire knows the 
signatures attached to those memorials, and if he 
avers these to be real signatures ? 

Mr. HALE. -T cannot say that I know the 
names of all the individual signers; but I know 
the handwriting of some of those by whom they 
are transmitted to me. ` 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I asked the other 
day for the reading of the parliamentary rule, 
with a view to have it enforced. . 

Mr. HALE. I should like to have it enforced. 

Mr. BADGER. I move to lay the question of 
reception of these petitions on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. é 

PHONOTYPY. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, said he had a 
petition to present, pretty numerously signed, 
which he would send to the Chair and have read, 
as it would better explain itself than he could do. 
It was read as follows: 


To the Senateand House of Representatrves 
of the United Stutes in Congress assembled: 

The undersigned, citizens of the United States, respect- 
fully petition Congress to pass a law. by which the speeches 
and reports of both Houses shall be printed in phonotypy, a 
legible and aecurate system of printing by sound; which, 
after a prolonged examination, has received the unanimous 
approval of a committee of the American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences, and by means of which the one million of 
white persons in this country over five years of age unable 
to read or write can learn todo both in one-fifteenth of the 
usual tine, 


Mr. DAVIS. Tam somewhat ata loss to know 
to what committee to refer this petition. 1 think, 
however, L cannot give ita more appropriate di~ 


‘rection than to əsk that it may go to the Com- 


mittee on Printing. 

Mr. BORLAND. J hopeit may not be sent to 
us, for we have had a petition of this sort before 
us which we could not read, and it would be use- 
less to send us another unless we are supplied 
with an interpreter. Itis suggested that it be sent 


| tothe Committee on Foreign Relations, as it has 


to do with foreign languages. [Laughter.] 

Mr. BADGER. I shall object to a reference to 
anv committee, for, if I understand it, it is to in- 
crease the sound or noise of our debates. I think 
we can do that perfectly, without referring this 
petition to any committee. {Laughter.} 

Mr. DAVIS. The Senator seems to be in pre- 
cisely the same condition that I admit myself to 
be in, inability to read the characters. Neverthe- 
less, this: mode of printing seems to be recom- 
mended to Congress as possessing great advan- 


| tages, and if this petition is not to go to the Com- 


inittee cn Printing, I would suggest that it may 
go to the learned Committee on the Library. The 


OBSERVATORY IN ALABAMA. 


Mr. KING. I have received a memorial from 
the General Assembly of the State of Alabama, 


; in which they set forth that an observatory, of a 


superior order, has been erected in connection with 
the University of Alabama. .They describe the 
building as being of the most commodious char- 
acter. They have a telescope constructed in Lon- 
don, and believed to be the third only in excellence 
to any in the United States. There is none to 
surpass it, except those at Washington and Cin- 
cinnati, They ask, in consequence of their in- 


; ability to make observations for the promotion of 


science, that the Secretary of the Navy may. be 
authorized to station two or three midshipmen 
there to aid in the necessary observations. The 
object being a scientific one, and the Secretary of 
the Navy having no power to act in the matter, 


| without some action on the part of the Senate, E 


move that the memorial be received and printed, 
and that it be.referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. Jt was so referred. 


ADDITIONAL MEMORIALS, 


Mr. WALKER presented a memorial of citizens 
of Fond du Lac county, Wisconsin, asking that 


1850. 


the public lands may be granted .to`actual-settlers 
not possessed of other lands, whethfer..natiye citi- 
zena or foreigners; which was referred. to the 
Committee on Public Lands. `. : z 

Mr. HAMLIN presented a petition of citizens 
of Maine, asking the adoption of measures for the 
amicable adjustment of all international contro- 
versies; which was referred. to the Committee on. 
Foreign Relations.. POEA e 

Mr. BALDWIN submitted a document relating: 
to the claim of Oliver Tucker, a revolutionary. sol-- 
dier, to a pension; which was referred. to the 
Committee on Pensions. 


THE COMPROMISE. 


The’ Senate resumed the consideration of the 
special order, being the series of resolutions pře- 
sented by Mr. Cray. ‘ 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, resumed and con- 
cluded the speech which he commenced yesterday. 
[His speech will be found in the Appendix.] 

Mr. DOWNS next obtained the floor, and said: 
1 believe; sir, that the hour of adjournment has ar- 
rived, 

Mr. FOOTE. I hope that this subject will be 
passed by, and that we shall proceed with some 
other business. 

Mr. BADGER. _I will movea postponement of 
this subject until Monday next; and I hope that 
there will be an understanding that the Senate will 


meet to-morrow for.the purpose of having an Ex- | 


ecutive session. 

Mr. DOWNS. I was going to make a motion 
to pastpone the further consideration of this sub- 
ject until to-morrow, and I shall then have occa- 


sion to ask the indulgence of the Senate while I | 


submit some remarks in relation to it; but I will 
cheerfully acquiesce in the motion made by the 
Senator from North Carolina for a postponement 
of it until Monday. 


to. 
CALIFORNIA. 

On motion of Mr. DOUGLAS, the message of 
the President of the United States in relation to 
California was then taken up. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. According to the 
understanding of the Chair, the motion that was 
made by the Senator from Illinois to refer the mes- 


sage to the Committee on Territories is first in į 


order. . 
Mr. FOOTE. 1 believe I understood the Sena- 
tor from Missouri as acceding to the suggestion of 
the Chair. that a part of his motion was unparlia- 
mentary, and therefore ‘not in order; and it was 
under this impression that the motion which was 
submitted by me was made. There is certainly no 
motion now pending except the motion. of the 
Senator from Illinois and my own. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair did not 
decide that the motion of the Senator from Mis- 
souri could not be entertained, although the Chair 
did say that there was a part of the motion of that 
Senator which it was deemed by the Chair could’ 
only be entertained by the unanimous consent of 
the Senate. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I simply desire to say, that 
if it is the wish of the Senate to refer this matter, 
together with all the other propositions which 
have been introduced in relation to this subject— 
the bill of the Senator from Missouri, that of the 
Senator from Mississippi, and all other proposi- 
tions relating to the subject—in the hope of effect- 
ing a compromise of the whole question; if that is 
the desire of the Senate, I do not wish to interpose 
any objection to the reference of the subject to a 
select committee. My own dpinion is, under ex- 
isting circumstances, that it would be better to. 
bring in this California bill by itself; therefore I 
made the motion to refer the*message to the Com- 
mittee on the Territories, for the purpose of bring- 
ing that by itself to the consideration of that com- 
mittee. If, however, the Senate desire to bring 
the other propositions under consideration at the 
same time, whilst I shall not vote for it, I shall in- 
terpose no objection. $ . : 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question will 
be first on the motion to refer to the Committee on 
the Territories. Z 

Mr. CLAY. Is there any proposition now 
pending to refer tbis and all other matters of a sim- 
ilar character to a committee? There was an inti- 
mation of such a motion, but I was not aware that 


such a motion had been made. 


The motion to postpone to Monday was agreed | 


| two days, which resolutions purported to have in ; 


fer the President’s message to the Commitee on 


| tion of a State which is seeking to be admitted as 


| that committee shall have adjudged the whole? 


| she ought or ought not to be admitted with the 


Mr. FOOTE. ‘The motion ‘which L-submitted- 
was.laid- upon the table, and is published with the 
Proceedings ¢fthe Senate. I would like to have it’ 
read... : 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question-is on 
referring the message of the President to the Com- 
mittee on Territories, that being a standing com?: 
mittee... ae i 

Mr. CLAY. Well, if the proposition.be to re- 


the Territories, 1 shall with great pleasure vote for 
the proposition. But Ido not think it-would-be 
right to embrace in a- general motion the question 
of the admission of California and all the-other. 
subjects which are treated of by the resolutions 
upon the table—the subject, for example, of the 
establishment of territorial governments, the sub- 
ject of the establishment of a boundary line for 
Texas, and the proposition to compensate Texas 
for the surrender of territory. Isay, sir, L do not 
think it would be right to confound or to combine 
all these subjects, and to throw them.before one 
committee to be acted upon together. I think the 
subject of the admission of California ought to be 
kept separate and distinct, although, for. one, I 
should have no objection, that questiou being sep- 
arated from the residue ofthe subject, that the res- 
olutions and the rest of the propositions that are 
before the Senate, so far as regards those which 
have a kindred or common nature, should be re- 
ferred at the proper time to a committee, to be 
acted upon together, but I think the time has not 
yet arrived for such a reference. | 
Sir, there are three or four members of Congress 
who have come here all the way from the Pacific 
with a constitution purporting to be the constitu- 


a member of this Union. Now, sir, is it right to 
subject them to all the delay, the uncertainty, the 
procrastination which must inevitably result from 
the combination of all these subjects, and a refer- 
ence of. them to one committee, and to wait until | 
think not. I am not now arguing whether Califor- 
nia ought or ought not to be admitted; whether 


boundary which she proposes, or with any other 
boundary; but I am contending that—considering 
the circumstances under which her representation 
presents itself to Congress, under the circumstan- | 
ces that when they left their homes, perhaps, | 
nothing on earth was further from their expecta- 
tion than that there would be the siightest im- 
pediment or obstacle to their admission—and in 
consideration of the condition in which these gentle- 
men are placed who are here in attendance in the 
lobbies of. these halls, it seems to me that we 
should decide, and decide as promptly as we can 
consistently with just and proper deliberation... 1 
think the question of the admission of California 
is one which stands by itself, and that it should be 
kept disconnected with the other resolutions. 

Entertaining these views of the matter, I shall 
vote for the proposition of the gentleman from Ili- 
nois for the reference to the Committee on Terri- 
tories, or to any other committee to which its ref- 
erence may be appropriate. 

Mr. FOOTE. I must be permitted to express 
the unbounded astonishment which I feel at the |i 
course which has been pursued by the honorable 
Senator from Kentucky upon this occasion, That 
Senator some weeks ago took the lead in urging 
upon this body and the country the consideration 
of a general scheme of pacification and compromise. 
He introduced resolutions here, which he debated || 
most formally and eloquently in our hearing for | 


i 
i 
it 
f 
| 
| 


view the early and definitive adjustment of all the į! 
questions arising out of the subject of domestic į 
slavery. Yes, sir, the preamble to his resolutions, 
in so many words, declared that it was ‘‘ desirable 
‘ for the peace, harmony, and concord of the Union 
‘of these States, to settle and adjust amicably all | 
‘existing questions of controversy between them, || 
‘arising out of the institution of slavery, upon a į 
‘ fair, equitable, and just basis;’’ and, in accordance i 
with this general declaration, the resolutions which |: 
succeeded the preamble of the honorable gentleman į 
were so drawn as to cover the whole ground of 
controversy understood to be occupied by thepro- 
slavery and anti-slavery disputants of the country, 
including the proposition to admit California, with 
«“ suitable limits,” into the Union. 


Senator were understood, as T believe, by usall—: 
certainty T so understood themas contemplating: 
the provision of some plan for the eompleté’ and: 
permanent settlement of all the questions arising out’ 
of the institution: of slavery; and assured ly''the? 
honorable: Senator has-been: understood: by 
newspapers of. the country to have“declared’ him= 
self opposed to the ‘adoption of any pardal or lint 
ited measure of ‘settlement whatever as opposed* 
to any settlement which, whilst adjusting one or 
more of the points in controversy, would stillleave 
others open and unadjusted; from the agitation of: 
which fresh excitement might spring up, and: the: 
dangers which now so fearfully menace the Union’ 
be kept in active existence. He was even specially. 
commended in the columns of the Union of this 
city (a paper not much in the habit of commendin 
him) for the wise and provident totality of his 
scheme of adjustment. he speech of the honor- 
able Senator is before me, and I will ‘read from it: 
an extract or two, which I think all will admit to 
be of the character which I have attributed’ to it, 
The honorable Senator, in his speech, after a very 
striking exhibition of the perils-in-whi¢h the Re- 
public is involved at this period of our history,’ 
and after describing to us, in a manner quite solemn 
and imposing, the elaborate preparation which he 
had made for executing the task which was then: 
in process of execution, says: ni 
“T have cut myself off from all thé usua’ enjoyment of 
social life. I have confined myself almost exctus 
my own chainber; aud, from the beginning of. the sessio 
up to this time, my thoughts have been. anxiously direcied 
to the object of finding some plan, of proposing some mode 
of accommodation, which should once more restore the 
blessings of concord, harmony, and peace to this great 
country.” k 
After a few intervening sentences, entirely ac- 
cording with those already cited, the honorable 
Senator says: 

“ When { came to consider this subject, there,weye two 
or three general purposes which seemed to me most desi 
rable, if possigle, to accomplish. The one was, to settle all 
the controverted questions growing out of the subject of slavery; ` 
and it seemed to me to be doing but litte if we settled one 
question and left other disturbing questions unadjusted: dt » 
seemed to me to be doing but little if we stopped one Jeak | 
only in the ship of State, aud left other leaks capable of pro- 
ducing danger, if not destruction to the vessel. I thereforé | 
turned my attention to every subjeet connected with the in- 

i stitution of slavery, and ouvof which controverted questions. 
have sprung up, to see if it were possible ar practicable to 
accommodate and adjust the whole of them. Another prin- 
cipal object which attracted my attention was to endcavor 
to frame such a scheme of accommodution as that neither of 
the classes of States into which our country is unhappily divi . 
ded should make a sacrifice of any greut principle.” : 


Again, the honorable Senator says: . - 


t Jt appeared to me, then, thatif any arrangement, any: 
satisfactory adjustment, could be made of: the.controverted « 
questions between the two classcs.of' States, that adjust- f 
ment, that arrangement, could only be successful and effegt- < 
ual by exacting from boti ‘parties: some concession, notor 
principle, not of principle at-all, bator feeling; of opinion, 
in relation to the matter in controversy between them.?? >'i 


Such is the language of the honorable Senator 
from Kentucky in this speech—which was the 
fruit of much meditation and severe preparation, 


24 


| and which has been published -and circulated tby 
thousands and tens of thousands all over the Re~ 


public. Who could have divined that in a few 
short days the honorable Senator from Kentucky 
would undergo such an astonishing change in all 
his views upon this important subject as most 
manifestly he has done. 

A proposition is now before us to refer to the 


i Committee on Territories the President’s message 


and accompanying documents—which documents 
are the State constitution of California, together 
with the credentials of the Senators elect. This 
respectable Committee on ‘Territories is well: 
known to be so constituted that, if the proposed > 
reference be made, we shall infallibly havea ‘bill 
reported to us, without the least delay, for the 


| admission of California as a State, and the conse~: 


quent introduction of her Senators upon:this floor 
and of her Representative into the -other House; 
and we find the honorable Senator from Kentucky 
supporting this proposition, and supporting it; too, 
in language indicative ‘of his: willingness at once 
to aid in consummating this act of admission, as a 
separate and substantive measure——not as part of a 
general plan of compromise and adjustment—{of 
which I should not complain )—but, Í repeat, as æ 
separate and. distinct measure, to go Into effect whilst 
all the other questions growing out of the institu- 
tion-of slavery remain wholly unadjusted, and be~ 
fore-any general scheme of compromise has been 
agreed upon in either house of Congress. All must 


The speech and conversations of the honorable 
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ercéive: that, the admission of--California, in’ the: 
hasty. and objectionable: mode now: proposed; will. 
‘necessarily have: the effect of strengthening the: 
North at-the expense of the: South——of- multiplying: 
the number:of-votes in both: Houses.of Congress 
adverse'to. the-South upon all the pending questions: 
involved:-in-the- subject. of slavery; atleast, ap- 
pearances.are-such: that-we cannot but believe that 
this would-be the result of immediate admission; 
and yet -the: honorable. Senator from: Kentucky: 
now. declares;himself in favor of:such.admission: 


Now he tells us that-he ‘thinks: that the:question- 


of the.admission: of. California should stand.by itself, 


and should stand unconnected: with the.othersub-. 


jects.of his-resolutions.”? Yes;.siry and he urges 


that we should *\décide,.and decide. as: promptly 
as we-can,”’ this grave question of admission. 
“Phe-honorable Senator is perfectly: willing that. 


this subject ‘should be réferred to the. Committee | 


on Territories; because, he says, ‘if it go there, 
he has no ‘doubt it will go into safe hands;”” in 
other: words, that no delay whatever will oceur in 
consummating- this. perilous. scheme. Let me 
respectfully. propound to the: honorable Senator 
one.or two interrogatories. Can he believe that it 
is justto the South, or safe for the Union of these 
States, or seemly in itself, or consistent with his 
owni former declarations already cited by me, thus 
to precipitate action upon the question of ad- 
mission?’' Is his present conduct in accordance 
with his solemn avowal, when he first debated 
this matter in. the Senate, that he deemed it desir- 
able to accomplish “ the settlement of all the con- 
trovérted questions arising out-of the subject of 
slavery. by. means of ‘some plan’ which: should 
once more restore the blessings of concord, 'har- 
mony, and pence. to this great country}? Does he 
yet think; ashe some time ago thought, that it is 


doing very little if we settle one question and’ 


f leave the-other disturbing questions unadjusted ?” 
Does he yet think’ that’ it would be doing but 
little if we stop one leak only in the ship of State, 
and leave other leaks capable of producing dan- 
ger, if not destruction to the vessel?’ Is he still 
of opinion, as he formally avowed himself to be, 
that “if any arrangement, any satisfactory ad- 
justment, could be made of the controverted. ques- 

tions between the two classes of States, that- adjust- 
ment, that arrangement, could only be successful 
by exacting from both parties some concession” 

in relation to the.matters: in. controversy between 
them? Does not the Senator from Kentucky per- 
ceive, what seems to me to be too plain for doubt, 
that this breaking up of the totality of his own and 
other schemes of adjustment must be infallibly 
productive of the most mischievous consequences? 
oes he not perceive that this separate act of ad- 
mission, now urged upon us, will not only not 
contribute to the ultimate adoption of any general 
plan of pacification, but that it must certainly de- 
feat all hope of any such plan being hereafter 
adopted at-all?, Does he see, or can he point out, 
anything in this measure of admission which 
even squints towards * concessions” on the part 
of the North? Will it not be viewed, and 
justly viewed by the southern States, as a gross, 
unfeeling, insalting:attempt to betray and ample 
under foot their dearest and most vital interests, 
and to involve them in dangers, in degradation, 
and, perchance, in ruin? Is itby this measure, or 
by any such partial measure as this, that ald the 
leaks inthe vessel of State are to be stopped? Is 
this, io fact, anything more than abungling attempt 
to. stop a single leak, at the: hazard not: only of 
* Jeaving other leaks capable of producing danger, 
if not destruction to the vessel,” but of so widening 
all of them excepi the one which it is proposed to 
close, as inevitably to letin the submerging waters 
through the yawning crannies of despair? Indeed, 
sir, | am grieved—l am mortified—I am surprised 
at the present course of the honorable Senator 
from Kentucky. The persecuted South has looked 
to him as to one of her safest, most influential and 
distinguished sons, in this moment of her. peril 
and of perplexity; she has looked to him, as she 
hada right to do, for kindly sympathy, for sound 
counsel, and efficient aid; but alas! alas! I fear, 
from this morning’s exhibition, she is fated to look 
in vain. How shall we account for the honorable 
Seniator’s change of opinion and action upon this 
“important subject?. Ist that the scales of error 
“have been: made to drop from his eyelids by the 


= 


suddenly illuminated by special interviews with the 


worthy and “intelligent. gentlemen,’ Senators: and | 


Representatives, who shave latelyarrived among: 
us from the far-off coast of the Pacific? Sir, in 
this age’ of wonders—ip’ this. genération-of ours, 
so: remarkable® for changes of all ‘sorts, opinions 
ifeludedI know. ‘of nothing so: remarkable, so 


| astonishing, so lamentable, as this wondrous mét- 


amorphosis; through which the honorable Senator 
from: Kentucky ‘seems to have’so rapidly passed, | 
touching “this” great matter of adjusting’ all -the 
questions growing out of. the institution of slavery * 
‘by one conjoint and comprehensive scheme of com- 
promise. ct hope: he will explain this affair. satis- 
factorily, and: that he will have no cause for regret’ 
and self-condemmnation: hereafter. : 

But | must say,'sir;and I say it most'seriously, 
too; that if California is admitted: into the Union; 
except in conformity: with some liberal ‘and equi- 
table plan: -of pacification and:.compromise, . the’ 
vessel of State will be certainly found to. have 
sprung a new leak, and she will suddenly go 
down amid the roaring billows that surround her, 
| never more to be seen majestically riding the sur- 
face of ocean, and. bearing onward and.aloft that 
sacred. banner of freedom which has for so many 
glorious years been seen streaming from her 
mast-head. Yes, sir, I have examined this sub- 
ject in all its bearings—I have studied public sen- 
timent in the South closely and . perseveringly; 
Tam certain that I understand the present condi- 
tion of things in the southern section of the ton- 
federacy; and I have no hesitation in declaring -it 
as my solemn dispassionate conviction, that if 
California is dragged -into the Union in the mode 
now proposed, the southern States of the Confed- 
eracy will feel that all hope of fraternal. compro- 
mise has become'extinct, and that such intolerable 
oppression has been already imposed upon them 
as to justify, nay, to demand secession from the 
Union, in order to save themselves from evils still 
worse than disunion itself. How any man, who 
knows. that various sovereign States have so de- 
clared, in the most formal and deliberate manner, 
and that all-the States of the South. have very 
clearly indicated their approbation of this course, 
can doubt this resalt 1 am not able to compre- 
hend. Iam not now urging disunion as a remedy 
for present grievances; lam not authorized in my 
official capacity here to do so; and I can honestly 
declare that nothing but dire necessity could, in 
my judgment, justify a resort to an expedient so 
extreme. And yet l do believe that the Con- 
gressional legislation so long threatened, and at 
this time as fiercely threatened as ever on the 
subject of slavery, will, when it shall occur, be 
productive of that very state of things; a state 
of intolerable oppression, which, according. to 
Andrew Jackson himself, whose Jove for the 
Union no one can question, would justify seces- 
sion, not as a constitutional, but as a revolutionary 
remedy. 

Why, sir, if the honorable Senator from Ken- 
tucky will take the trouble to hold converse with 
the honorable Senator from Georgia, who sits 
nearest to him, for a moment, he will find that the 
gallant and patriotic State which the gentleman re- 
ferred to so worthily represents here, has already 
taken her stand in regard to this very measure; and 
„I must think that he labors under a most serious 
misapprehension ‘in. regard to her if he supposes 
that she will ever so far dishonor herself as to re- 
cede a hair’s breadth from the: position which she 
occupies. I confess myself at a loss to understand 
how the honorable Senator from Kentucky could 
be induced, as he has been, to urge this matter upon 
our attention as one proper for immediate adop- 
tion. Batt will endeavor to explain the origin of 
the Whole movement as well as 1 can, by mention- 
ing one or two facts which are known to me, and 
which perhaps are not quite as well known or as 
fully appreciated by some other members of the 
Senate. 
I shall use the plainest and strongest language 
which {Í can employ consistently with the rules of 
parliamentary courtesy. I hope not to disturb 
unduly the sensibilities of any one present. I hope 
especially that the honorable Senator over the way 


| [Mr. Benton] will not grow at all restive under 


my explanations. I trust that he may be able to 
keep his temper, and to retain his seat among us 
as long as | may continue to occupy the attention 


man again, as on a ‘former occasion, to grow 
uneasy ‘under my strictures, and ‘be séën again 
precipitately to fly od presence. . He séems to sit 
quietly enough, and, in the hope of engaging his 
patient audience, I will proceed.’ “As ‘a prelimi- 


creatures © certain faculties, designed that’ they 
should all be, as far as possible, usefully employed. 
There is perhaps no other faculty so important to 
man’s happiness as that of vision. Indeed, len- 
tirely agree with Mr. Addison when he says: 
“Our sight is the most perfect and most delightful 
‘of all our senses: ft fills the mind with the 
‘largest variety of ideas, converses with its ob- 
‘jects at the greatest distance, and continues the 
“longest in action without being tired or satiated 
with ils proper, enjoyments,’” But this is not 
all, sir; by. the proper exercise of this faculty of 
our nature, we are not only. able to receive 
pleasures. innumerable, but to ward off dangers 
innumerable too, and guard against surprises from 
the designing and the selfish. Thangh it is a 
melancholy fact that my own power of. vision is, 
by no means perfect, yet 1 labor to supply all ac- 
tual deficiency in this respect by the extreme of 
vigilance—being mindful of the wisdom of. the 
legal proverb—vigilantibus, non dormientibus, leges 
adjuvant. 


i pen, on the day before yesterday, that, looking 
about this chamber to see what was going on 
| therein, (for, without being exactly a spy upon 
my brother Senators, | ‘have for a year or two 
past deemed it sound policy to exercise much 
watchfulness in regard to the movements of par- 
ticular members of the body)—I say that, in 
i glancing around this hall for the purpose named, 


I shall be quite specific, Mr. President— | 


i 
J 
i 
l 
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| Í did see a certain Senator, who sits just to my 
i left, [Mr. Benron,] glide across the chamber. to 
! the. seat usually occupied by the Senator from 
! New York, [Mr. Sewarn,] and immediately 
| proximate to that of the honorable Senator from 
Kentucky, [Mr. Crar.} So unusual an appari- 
| tion awakened my surprise, and aroused the 
| speculative principle of my mind’ to action. It 
was not long’ before 1 was able to say to a 
friend: “ Rest assured: there is‘‘some scheme on 
foot for the betrayal of the South. 
be at all surprised if ere long’ we witnessed ‘an 
-attempt to smuggle California into the Union” 4 
say smuggle, sir, and I mean precisely what I say, 
intending to cast no reflection whatever upon the 
honorable Senator from Kentucky, whom I do 
i not even suspect of illicit or improper motives of 
action. Well, sir, it is surprising how soon my 
apprehension on this point was real.zed. 

On yesterday, when the message of the Presi- 
dent now under consideration came in, the mem- 
| ber from Missouri arose, and with that imposing 
| nasality of intonation for which he is at least as 
much distinguished as for his learning or elo- 
quence, he proceeded to say that he had expected 
the honorable Senator from Kentucky (Mr. CLAY] 
would have moved to refèr the méssage and ac- 
|companying documents to a special committee; 
| insinuating that an understanding to that effect ex- 
| isted between thé honorable Senator from Ken- 
| tucky and himself. The Senator from Kentucky 
i seemed not to be altogethér surprised by this, but 
‘alleged that, whilst quite willing to serve, if ap- 
| pointed, upon such a committee aa the one pro- 
posed to be raised, he must decline making the 
, motion. Whereupon the Senator from Missouri, 
‘who seemed resolutely bent upon accomplishing 
| his object, himself moved for a special committee, 
and in total disregard of parliamentary usage, went 

so far as to name the honorable Senator from, 
| Kentucky as the most suitable person for ehair- 
! man of this special committee. Much to my 
| gratification—but certainly not at all to my sùr- 
| prise—the honorable Senator from Kentucky, man- 
! ifested no eagerness whatever to become the mere 
| agent of the gentleman moving in this business, 
! for a purpose so censurabie. I thought it best to 
move a postponement of the whole affair until to- 
day; and now it appears. that the honorablé Sena- 
tors from: Kentucky and Missouri have at last 


| agreed heartily to codperate. in this magnificent 


enterprise. 
Well, sir, I at least may honestly avow perfect 


| disinterestedness of motive in regard to this curious 


I should ‘not ~ 


nary remark, I beg ‘leave to say, that it has ever 
been my opinion that God, in bestowing upon his ' 


Well, sir, by good or ill fortune, it did so hap-.. 


Necsus. g 


«first -glimpse. of this uncertified, unauthenticated 


im ig” of the Senate. -Indeed I should feel most se- 
hiation-of California? Has his mind become |j 


riously aggrieved: were® that: honorable ` gentle- 


| affair, having no father, brother, or son-in-law to be 
specially benefited by the result of this’ effort to 


ae 


drag California into the Union before her wedding | 
garment has yet been cast about her person, and 
ere she has been regularly bidden to the nuptial. 
I leave others to answer for theniselves. But, maj 
king all allowance for the intrinsic weakness of 
humanity; regarding itas quite natural for one who | 
has been for some. time past’among usin this’ 
chamber quite “ solitary ‘and alone,” to désire to 
secure at least One confidential ally—one Fidelis 
Achates; yet I feel bound: to’say that: in my judg- 
ment the Senator from one of the slavé States of 
this Confederacy, who, under all the awful circum- 
stances which: surround us, could: be induced by 
self-love—ambition for family distinction—or any 
other motive of a mere personal character-—to dis- 
regard the interests of his constituents; to expose 
them tọ dangers even more multiplied than those 
of which they have already become cognizant; to 
subject them to the hazard of ultimate dishonor 
and ruin—the Senator who does this, shows that | 
he who is capable of doing this, deserves censures | 
which a regard for decorum alone restrains me | 
«from uttering, but which an intelligent and spirited 
constituency will assuredly and speedily inflict. || 
Sir, let me speak out still more explicitly. T'o the 
honorable Senator from Missouri | might well say, 
as Nathan said unto David, Thouart the man. Yes, 
sir, I might deal a little more freely with that gen- 
tleman and say, ‘Sir: you, who would not aid in 
acquiring California by voting for the ‘treaty with 
Mexico—you, who refused Jast winter to unite with 
those who struggled night and day to supply our 
suffering brethren in California with the protection | 
of a government and laws—voting even against | 
the amendment of the honorable Senator from 
Wisconsin, the adoption of which would have 
been so beneficial to the people of California and 
New Mexico, and have even saved the Union it-- 
self from the hazards of the 
you, who instigated a foreign Government to call in 
question the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo after its 
ratification, and endeavored to defeat its provisions 
by insidiously setting up the protocol iñ Opposition 
to it; you, sir, least of all men, have a right to 
seize the contro! of Californian concerns into your | 
hands.” Such an address might be easily made | 
to the gentleman to whom I have been all along | 
alluding, and he would find it impossible to an- 


i 


\ 
i 
} 
| 
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| 


swer it. Yes, sir, impossible, because truth is | 
powerful and will prevail; and I might add, with a | 


significance which few would be dull enough not 
to perceive, an é 
none would fail to notice—because Public justice is | 
certain, and the time of vengeance has already ar- 
rived. 

And now, Mr. President, before I conclude, I | 
wish to put myself rectus in curiæ in regard to the | 
admission of California. However informal may 
have been the proceedings in that distant region 
which have resulted in the production of the 
present embarrassing state of things, I do not in 
the least degree censure the people of California 
for anything. They have done; I doubt not, 
precisely what we should have done under similar 
cireumstances. Still less am I opposed to the 
admission of California into the Union, provided 
the act of admission can be accompanied by other |! 
measures indispensable to the future safety and 
repose of the South. If these measures can be 
obtained, for one, L should be willing to go very | 
far, indeed, in giving validity to that which is now 
invalid, and imparting substance and vitality to |! 
that shadow of government which is at present || 
devoid of all true life and vigor. If we can se- | 
cure the adoption of a compromise scheme of |! 
adjustment, such as I have referred to, and thus 
save the Union from destruction, I am willing to |; 
incar as much responsibility, and make as great a | 
personal sacrifice, as any member of this body to 
attain this great object. For California, or her | 
people, [ can harbor no feelings of unkindness or 
of jealousy. ‘In the acquisiuion of this Territory 
by treaty, I struggled nightand day with a perse- 
verance which,.no man could surpass. This fair 
region is overspread with my friends and acquaint- | 
ances, many of whom are | 


ndeed most dear to 
my heart. It was the individual wh 


o is now ad- | 
dressing you, Mr. President, who, first in this 
chamber, more 


than two years ago, before the | 
present unfortunate 


state of things had been | 
brought about, urged the admission of California | 
as a State into this Confederacy. 


-fame; the other has been my kind, devoted, and f 


resent critical hour; |! 
| nothing is done 


d the application of which few or | 


| him, that, accordin 


the aspect of political affairs in California to 


awaken’ in“the ‘bosom of an ultra Democrat like 
me, sen nts of peculiar: sympath ~ for ‘that 
high-spirited and intelligent people; for] learn that 


there is no part of the whole Republic so thorough- 
ly democratic as is California. So far as the Sen- 
atorial ‘representatives from: California are con- 
cerned, I have none but kind feelings for both of 
thèm. One of them is chiefly known: to me by. 


steadfast friend for more than twenty years. With 
the permission of the Senate, I will go further, and 
say that Dr. Wm. M. Gwin and myself were for 
some years residents of the same town in the Far 
West. He was my family physician, and was 
once efficiently instrumental in ,saving my life, 
when others despaired of my escape from the 
grave. We belonged for many years to the same 
political party, and cordially coéperated with each 
other in support of our common. principles. 1 
have incurred personal hazards on his account, of 
which L know him to be more than mindful; and 
L.have received kindhesses in return. for which I 
shall be ever grateful. I stood by his favorite 
brother not many years ago upon the field of 
honor, and saw him bravely receive that wound 
which, ultimately consigned him to the tomb. L 
know Dr. Gwin’s abilities, his virtues, and his 
friendship for myself. If I could make up my 
mind to sacrifice principle in order to graufy the 
wishes of any human being, in such a case as the 
present, I should feel that he might call upon me 
for sucti a sacrifice. If I could reconcile it to my 
sense of duty to a generous constituency to disre- 
gard their claims upon me at this trying moment 
in our history, the considerations which 1 have 
named would, in the estimation of some persons, 
furnish me with a plausible excuse. But, sir, | 
feel that my first and highest duty is to see that 
here which may bring detriment 
gn State of Missispippi, or which 
might serve to multiply the dangers which at 
present environ our southern peopie. Whatever 
committee the motion under consideration may be 
referred to, I must hope that it will not be hastily 
acted upon, nor-without due regard to all the im- 
portant interests inseparably intertwined with it. 
I may be in error, but I cannot help confidently 
believing that if a committee of fifteen, such as i 


upon the soverei 


have asked for, could be raised, they would in a 
few days indeed be able to mature a scheme 
hich would prove satisfactory to | 
| the whole country. Sure I ain that L know gen- 
tlemen on both sides of the chamber, and of both 
who could be safely 
slavery, in all its 
bearings; who would be able to devise 


very y 
of compromise w 


the'great political parties, 
trusted with the whole subject of 
aspecis and : : 
a scheme of adjustment which would relieve us 
from all future trouble such as we are now en- 
countering, and rescue this union of thirty States 
from the most serious dangers it has ever yet en- 
countered. So thinking and believing, 1 hope 
that sues a committee as I have mentioned may 
be accorded. v ; 

“Mr. CLAY. I suppose, sir, there is nothing 
very novel in the idea that I am in favor of the 
admission of California as a State into this Union. 
‘And allow me to say to the honorable Senator from 
Mississippi, that, if I were disposed to retaliate 
atall upon him in reference to thesupposed change 
of opinion, it would be quite easy for me to tell 
g to his own confession to-day, 
f the admission of California a 
year ago, when she had no constitution; but he is 
opposed to her admission now, when she has 
come here with a constitution in her hands, pre- 


he was in favor o 


| cisely in the manner in which Florida, Arkansas, 


I believe, and Michigan did. 
Mr. FOOTE. If the honorable Senator under- 
stood me as saying that I am opposed to the ad- 
mission of California, he is mistaken. On the 
contrary, | am in favor of the admission of all that 
part of California lying above the line of 36° 30° 
as a State. But E want all the questions settled 
together. l said that I was in favor of her ad- 
mission as a State before certain influences had 
operated there which have thrown her into her 
present unfortunate position. 
* Mr. CLAY. With regard to this alleged influ- 
ence, I shall take up no time of the Senate daring 
the discussion of this subject. 


myself as much as I possibly can of all party feel- 


I afterwards 
struggled long and anxious 


ly to supply her with a ! 
Territorial Government. There is everything in ü 


ng. 
i ar. TURNEY. ! understand the honorable 


I intend to divest |; 


ornme 


Mr. CLAY. not; there was no Jaw, : 
whatever. She had a territorial governinent, and . 
so had ‘California a local government—not given ` 
to her by the Government of ‘the United States, 
but depending upon the laws of Mexico, prior to. 
the cession of that territory to this country. “But, 
in: the case of Florida, and of ‘Michigan, and I” 
think of Arkansas-—I bélieve in reference to two, 
if not all three of these States—they came into the. : 
Union without any previous act of Congress au- 
thorizing the call of a convention for the formation . 
of a constitution, and thë decision of the Territory 
whether it should come in as a member-of the 
Union or not. However, it is not a matter of 
much importance, Ido not know that I should 
have risen at all had not the worthy Senator from 
Mississippi made, a sort of omnibus. speech, in ` 
which he introduced all sorts of things‘and every 
kind of passenger, and myself among the number. 
{Laughter.] And Ihave risen rather to vindicate | 
myself from the charge of ‘inconsistency, ; which” 
he has attributed to me, than for any other pur- 
pose; and if I do not do it to'his satisfaction, I.” 
shall be much more surprised ‘than. he was at'my ` 
advocacy of the admission of California. aa 

But first, L declare to. you, Mr. President, that f 
did not even. know the names of. the members of: 
that committee, except that of the chairman, I 
do not Know the opinions of any one member.of 
that committee. I have, indeed, heard it intimated 
that the chairman of that committee holds an 
opinion somewhat different from my own. But 
this is not a matter into which I have inquired, or: 
to which I attach any importance. 

But, sir, I am charged with inconsistency, and 
inconsistency so great, that the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi has not been able to find language strong 
enough to express the astonishment which be | 
feels. Now, sir, the worthy Senator will ‘allow 
me to say that I really cannot govern his emotions. 
He is a gentieman of fine imagination and of great 
fancy; and if he will permit himself to he operated 
upon by certain emations which produce fancies 
which he can find no language to express, | cannot 
help it; it must be the fault of his own peculiar con- „Ț 
| stitution. I said, sir; when I had the honor of ads 
dressing the Senate on a former occasion, that E 
wanted a settlement of all the questions connectéd’ 
with the unfortunate institution which has brought | 
upon us the dangers which’ now: threaten, this : 
Union, I want them all setted: And, sir, ther 
is not'a syllable which the Senator has read of the 
speech made by me on that occasion, nor inany 
speech that I ever made, which deciares that all 
these subjects should be incorporated into one bill, ` 
and that upon the decision of that, bill should rest ` 
the fate of all the questions connected with the . 
institution of slavery. No, sir. Now look at it 
for a moment a : 

Mr, FOOTE; Will the Senator allow me to 
say one word here? On the morning after the 
honorable Senator delivered the first part of his 
speech on his own resolutions, the Union newspa- 
per of this city, as I have heretofore suggested, 
placéd the same interpretation upon his remarks 
which I have felt authorized to affix to them, and 
as | believe all the leading presses in the republic 
likewise did. The editors of the Union went so far 
even as formally to eulogize that part of the hons: . 
|| orable Senator’s speech of the first day, which was. 
|| understood by them as insisting upon an adjust. 
|| ment of all the slavery questions together, upon 
one general plan. The honorable. Senator, as. I 
supposed at the time, saw that he was’ thus conz 
strued, and yet remained silent: { appeal to him 
whether my first impression: as. to the import of 
his words inight not naturally'have been confirmed 
into full conviction by. the circumstances stated, 
even had | regarded it, as I certainly did not, asa 
case of dubious interpretation? 

Mr. CLAY: Mr. President, it is really surpris- 
ing to me; though I will not express astonish- 
ment aboutit, bow the honorable Senator covid 
thus have misconceived me. I repeat it now, as I 
have often reiterated before, that 1 think Congress 
ought. to settle ali the matters which appertain. to 
this question, every one of them which haa threate 


| 
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ened this country with danger. Etis. one thing, 
hoWever, to settle them all, and another to fix upon | 
the mode of doing it. I was going to show the | 
honorable Senator from. Mississippi how utterly | 
impossiblé it‘ is to settle them all in the manner 
which be proposes. . , 
My first proposition, in the series of eight reso- 
lutions which 1 dffered, relates to. California, and. 
declares that she ought to be admitted; the second 
relates. to the Territorial Governments; the next to | 
Texas and the payment of a certain sum of. money 
to her; the fifth relates tothe District of Columbia |. 
andthe abolition of slavery in. the District. The 
sixth orseventh (for Ihave not got them now be- 
fore me) relates to the recovery of fugitive slaves. 
Why, sir, before L introduced my resolutions we | 
hada bill before-us on that. very subject, which 
had been. discussed in part,and theprogress of the 
discussion perhaps interrupted by. these resolu- 
tions. : Now, sir, does the honorable Senator un- | 
derstand me as introducing the proposition that the ; 
question of ‘the admission of California, and the | 
question of Territorial Governments, the question | 
of the line of Texas, and the proposition to her ; 
for the payment of a sum of money in considera- | 
tion of the surrender of her claim, whatever it may | 
be, to the territory; and, besides that, the abolition | 
of the slave-trade in. the District of Columbia, | 
and moreover a law for the recovery of fugitive | 
slaves, and adding further sanctions and penalties | 
to the existing laws on that subject, shall all be | 
combined in one single bill? lt is impossible that | 
anybody can conceive that I intended to embrace 
all this variety of subjects in one bill, and propose 
the passage of them all at once. ` 
Mr. FOOTE,  [ certainly thought that all or | 
most of these matters could be embraced in one 
bill, at least so far as positive legislative action. was 
concerned. ‘I think so yet; and, acting upon this 
opinion, I have actually embraced them in the bill 
. introduced by me at the beginning of the session, 
and pow in print upon the tables of Senators. I 
think that the honorable Senator from Kentucky | 
would find it not a litte difficult to state any rea- ; 
son even of parliamentary technicality, going to | 
show the impropriety of embracing in the same | 
bill a proposition to admit a new State from Texas, | 
such as l have ventured to recommend, and a ` 
proposition for the establishment of | territorial 
governments in Deseret and New Mexico, with | 
one for the cession to the United States of all the ; 
right of domain at present held by Texas north of | 
the 34th degree north latitude. But if a plan of | 
compromise cannot be so framed as to embrace all | 
the controverted questions, why shall it not be | 
made to embrace as many as practicable? Let me | 
again propound to the honorable Senator a ques- | 
tion which I have heretofore propounded, and | 
which he has not yet answered. How is it that : 
he, as a Senator from the State of Kentucky, within | 
whose limits the system of domestic slavery exists, can ! 
reconcile it to his own sense of justice to the vital in- i] 
terests of his constituents, al such a moment as this, | 
in view of all the dangers which menace the southern ` 
section of the Confederacy, to increase the number of ad- 
versary voles against us upon all the pending questions, 
without first receiving some compensation therefor ? 
Mr. CLAY. It is totally unnecessary for the | 
gentleman to remind me of my coming ftom a | 
slayeholding State. I know whence I come, and 
I know my duty, and Tam ready to submit to any | 
responsibility which belongs to me as a Senator | 
from-a'slaveholding State. A i 
i 
ii 


Sir, lhave heard something said on this and on | 
a former occasion~about allegiance to the South. 
I know no South, ño North, no East, no West to | 
which Í owe any allegiance. I owe allegiance to | 
two sovereignties, and only two; one ig to the | 
sovereignty of this Union, and the other is to the ` 
sovereignty of the State of Kentucky. My al- À 
legiance is to this Union and to my State; but if ` 
gentlemen suppose they can exact from me an ac- ` 
knowledgment of allegiance to any ideal or future || 
contemplated confederacy of the South, I here de- 
clare that Í owe no allegiance to it; nor will I, for ` 
one, come under any such allegiance if I can | 
avoid it. I know what my duties are, and gentle- | 
men may cease to remind me of the fact that I 
come from a slaveholding State. ; 
“Sir, if T choose to avail myself of the opinions || 
-Of my own State, I can show a resolution from the 
State Legislature, received last night, reported | 
‘after due consideration by a committee. This ; 
resolution declares its cordial sanction to the whole 


will not transcend the limits of legitimate parlia- 


j other as to believe that voting for any one measure | 
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of the series of resolutions which I. have offered. 
And. I must say that the preparation of that reso- 
lution was-unprompted by me;. for I have neither 
written to nor have L.received a single letter from 
any member. of .the Legislature of Kentucky 
during this session on public affairs.. I beg par- 
don for this-digression.. These are the sentiments. 
I entertain, and I am, neither to be terrified nor 
frightened by any language. I hope gentlemen 


mentary. debate in‘using any language toward me; 

because I fear 1 could not even trust myself if 

they.were to do it. I shall use no such language 

toward them, and I hope on. this floor for a reci- 

procity of parliamentary dignity and propriety. 1 | 
ask it, because I do not know how far I could | 
trust myself if Janguage of a personal character 
were applied to me, | care not by whom. > 

But, sir, | have been showing, and I rose chiefly 
for the purpose of showing, that there is no incon- 
sistency between anything that I have said here- 
tofore, and anything I say new. What Í have | 
said heretofore, and what I repeat now, is, that all? 
these questions ought to be settled. Now, I ad- 
mit the thought has crossed my mind respecting 
the course which I think this business ought to | 
take, and I will state to you frankly what fave 
been my impressions. My desire was that the 
Senate should express its sense upon each of the 
resolutions in succession, beginning with the first 
and ending with the eighth. If they should be} 
affirmatively adopted, my purpose was to propose | 
the reference of them to appropriate committees. | 
There are some of the subjects which may be per- 
haps advantageously combined. 1 hope they can 
be combined in one bill. For example, the estab- 
lishment of suitable governments for the Terri- ; 
tories, the question of the limits of Texas, and | 
the proposition made to pay her a certain sum of 
money for considerations which I will not repeat. | 
These, possibly, might be all with great propriety | 
combined in one bill, and presented as a whole. ; 
But, beyond that, I never supposed it would be at- 
tempted, or that we could with propriety go; 
though it is possible, to be sure, as the Senator | 
from Mississippi says, to combine all these sub- | 
jects in one bill of fifty or a hundred sections or 
pages. But it is not the usual course of legisla- 
tion, nor do I think he will find it as practicable 
as he imagines. Besides, there are some of the 
resolutions which are negative in their character, 
requiring no legislation—such as the last one, for 
example. idea was, if the Senate should 
think proper finally to decide affirmatively on thege 
resolutions, that we should then refer them to ap- 
propriate committees, either one resolution by | 
itself to an appropriate committee, or combining }) 
two or three together, according to the affinity of | 
the subjects they embrace, and let the committee ; 
act on these two or three subjects. But I never | 
did contemplate embracing in the entire scheme of | 
accommodation and harmony which I proposed all 
these distracting questions, and bringing them all 
into one measure. 

Sir, 1 did suppose that, if the Senate decided af- 
firmatively on each of these resolutions, though 
one might be matured in the shape of a bill a litlle | 
earlier than others, still, having declared our ap- j 
probation of them all, we could so far trust each 


to-day will not lead to the apprehension of any | 
want of good faith in voting for another measure | 
to come up to-morrow. [suppose they would all į 
be settled about the same time, possibly not on : 
the same day, or éven the same week, but in the |! 
course of two or three weeks; and that, although 
one measure should first be adopted a little more | 
favorable to one section of the Union than to | 
another, yet that part of the Union which had | 
been most favored by the adoption of that meas- | 
ure would not fail to do what was right and prop- | 
er when a measure came forward advantageous, | 
not to itself, but to another portion of the Union. | 
That was my idea. So with respect to this meas- | 
ure, if it is referred to the Committee-on Territo- | 
ries. When they will report I cannot tell. It will | 
be some time before they can make the report, 
and it will be some time after the report is made 
before it is acted upon; and it will be weeks 
haps months, 


upon; and it will be weeks, per- | 
before a bill admitting this State into || 


the Union passes through both Houses. In the |! 


mean time, as one measure passes from us, we can 
be acting on others, and bringing in the bills and 


taking them up as they arise. © 


| 


. Lhave now explained the course which I trust 
it will be proper to take. on this occasion, and I 
am sure that not even the Senator from Missis- 
sippi can now believe that I stand pledged to one 
general comprehensive bill to combine all the meas- 
ures to which he has referred. 

Mr. FOOTE. I certainly did understand the 
Senator from Kentucky as taking the ground, 
originally, that it was quite proper, and even — 
highly necessary, that some general plan or 
scheme of adjustment, embracing all the pendin 
questions of slavery, should be devised an 
agreed upon, before. any attempt at legislation of 
the special. and partial character now proposed 
should take place. I not only so understood him, 
but I confidently believe he was so understood by 
the whole country. [understand the honorable 
Senator now as clearly to say that he intended not 
to. be so construed, I can only say that I think 
he could scarcely have been as happy in the 
enunciation of his views as he usually has been, 
else so general a misinterpretation could hardly 
have occurred. The honorable Senator, I con- 
ceive, has gone a little out of his way to com- 
plain of the severity of the language used by me 
in the course of this debate. I am sure that I 
was not aware of being discourteous; I thought, 
indeed, that I had been quite lavish in commenda- 
tion. My case is rather a hard one. The honor- 
able Senator from Kentucky complains that I am 
not sufficiently polite and complaisant; whilst cer- 
tain much respected democratic friends of mine 
have not hesitated to accuse me of being even too 
deferential to that honorable gentleman, as well as 
too laudatory of him. Upon the whole, [am in- 
clined to come to the. conclusion that I:may not be 
very particularly deserving of censure in cither of 
the particulars named. $ 

As to the honorable Senator’s apprehension, that 
he may lose his own temper, and evince actual ir- 
ritation himself, if not treated with more forbear- 
ance and moderation by myself and others, I am 
persuaded that the honorable Senator does serious 
Injustice to himself. 1 do not think it possible that 
he could become irritated with one so innocent. as 
myself of all intention to affront him, and so uni- 
formly kind in my bearing toward him. I shall 
certainly beas much as possible on my guard; for 
it is far from. my desire, for many reasons, to give 
unnecessary offence to the honorable. Senator from 
Kentucky or to any other person. When I speak 
unkindly, itis always because I think it my duty 
to do so. 

I was quite startled by one remark which fell 
from the lips of the honorable Senator from Ken- 
tucky just now. He insinutes that he fears that 
some persons in the South are aiming to establish 
a southern confederacy. 

Mr. CLAY Notatall. 

Mr. FOOTE. What did the honorable Senator 
mean then, by disclaiming so emphatically all alle- 


| giance to a southern confederacy, now or herc- 
| after? 


Mr. CLAY. The honorable Senator knows 
perfectly well that the language as used here again 
and again is “ treachery to the South,” “ abandon- 
ing the South,” “ failing to uphold the interests of 
the South.” Now, what I meant to say was, that 

knew of no South in the shape of a confederated 
Government; no South to which I owed allegiance. 
I did not mean to say that there was a solitary in- 
dividual in the South in favor of a dissolution of 
the Union. $ 

Mr. FOOTE. . The honorable Senator’s pres- 
ent explanation is quite satisfactory; and yet I 


; am sure he ought to feel indebted to me for afford- 


ing him an opportunity for making it. He says 
now that he does not know an individual in the 
South who is in favor of dissolving the Union. I 
dare say he is quite right, sir, that there are none, 


| or but few in the South, who are disunionists per 
1| Se. 


But I must remind him that to the North and 
East such factionists are found in considerable 
numbers. Even the sanctity of Faneuil Hall has 
been recently profaned by the proceedings of a 
regular Abolition Convention, which adopted re- 
solutions asserting the expediency of dissolving 
the Union, in order to put down slavery. And, 
so far, neither of the Massachusetts Senators here 
have been heard to rebuke these fanatics, I 
hope that we shail hear from them after. awhile. 
The. trumpet of disunion has been sounded, I 
regret to say in New York also, and in various 
States north of Mason and Dixon’s line. South 
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of that line no disunion meeting or convention has 
ever been held, nor disunion sentiments avowed, 
to my knowledge. God knows what results may 
be broughtabout hereafter by continued oppression 
and insult. The general view of my colleague 
upon this topic, so eloquently pronounced in our 
hearing to-day, I cordially adopt and reiterate, 
and especially that portion of his remarks which 
referred to the proceedings of our Mississippi con- 
vention. ‘Our object in proposing the convention 
at Nashville, so much misunderstood, and often- 
times, as Í think, so wilfully misrepresented, was |! 
not to subvert the Union, but to save it from de- 
struction; not to overturn the Constitution, to 
which the Union itself owes its existence, but to 
preserve it in all its purity and vigor, and, by pre- 
serving it, to preserve and perpetuate the Union 
also. I do not doubt, though, that such a conven- 
tion might serve as a convenient rallying point, in 
the event of our being driven out of the Union by 
intolerable oppression, and enable us to save our- 
selves from utter degradation and ruin. But I 
hope that the occasion for using the convention 
for such a purpose may not arise. 

The honorable Senator from Kentucky appears 
to understand me as reprehending him for pursu- 
ing a course at this time so repugnant, as I ceem 
it, to popular feeling inhis own State. Why, sir, 
I have not reprehended him at all; I have ex- i 
pressed my surprise at the honorable Senator’s | 
being willing, as he avows himself to be, to swell | 
the strength of the North in both Houses of Con- 
gress, by the addition of two Representatives and 
two Senators, before the course of aggression 
against southern rights has been yet brought to a 
termination, and when such an increase of votes 
may be productive of consequences ruinous to the | 
whole South, Kentucky included; and I must con- | 
tinue both to feel and to express surprise on this | 
subjeci; though it is undeniably true that the hon- 
orable Senator can do as he pleases in regard to | 
the matter, and is in no respect responsible to me | 


for errors committed or for mischiefs engendered |; 


by his acts bere. He will allow me, though, I hope, 
to employ a homely illustration, which is perhaps 
hardly appropriate to an occasion of so much dig- 
nity, but for which his liberality will make due al- 
Jowance. It is my opinion that the honorable Sena- 
tor from Kentucky is at present playing the game of | 
political power with our neighbors of the North 
in a manner decidedly unskillful. Ee is throwing 
into the hands of his adversaries all the trump 
„cards in the pack, and depriving his partners and 
himself of the privilege both of holding honors ti 
and of winning the odd tricks of legislation. He is 
doing more than this even; he generously gives 
his adversaries two bullets and a bragger with the 
age superadded, whilst he rashly stakes his all | 
upon the imaginary potency of a mere broken 
hand! The fate of such gaming as this it is most 
easy to predict! , | 
Mr. BENTON moved to amend the motion of | 
Mr. Doveras to refer the message and accompa- || 
nying documents to the Committee on Territories, 
by adding the following; | 
« With instruction to report a bili for the admission of į 
the State of California unconnected with any other sub- I 
ject.” l 
Mr. BUTLER rose to address the Senate, but f 
yielded to a motion to adjourn. | 
And the Senate adjourned. | 


it 


| 
j 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
. Famway, February 15, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 


Mr. DANIEL moved that the rules. be sus- ? 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into | 
Committee of the Whole for the purpose of taking | 
up and considering bills on the private calendar. 
‘The affirmative vote was taken and announced 
as fifty-two, f i 

Tellers were asked and ordered, (and Messrs. : 
Daxiek, of North Carolina, and Wautace, of jj 
South Carolina, were.appointed.) i 


The question was then taken, and the affirm- 
ative vote declared to be thirty-eight. 

The noes were not counted. 

So the House refused to preceed to the con- 
sideration of the private calendar. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, inquired of the 
Speaker whether a vote of two-thirds would not 
be required to take up public business on this day? 
(the day being set apart by the rules for the con- 
sideration of private business.) 

The SPEAKER said, not; if the House refused 
to proceed to the consideration of the private cal- 
endar, the regular business would be the public 
business. 

Mr. EVANS called the attention of the Speaker 
to the twenty-ninth rule, which declares that 
“Pyiday and Saturday in every week shall he set 
apart for the consideration of private bills and 
private business, in preference to any other, unless 
otherwise determined by a majority of the House.” 

A note to this rule says : 


«Under the rule of 26uh April, 1828, relative to a post- 
ponement or change of the order of business, it has heen 
decided thatit takes two-thirds to proceed to publie busi- 
ness on Friday and Saturday. The reason of this decision 
is, that the rule of the 26th April, 1828, made no exception 
in favor Of the clause, fora majority, contained in this rule, 
and that therefore that provision was annulled. There 
have been three appeals upon this point, but the Honse in 
all instances affirmed the decision in favor of two-thirds.” 

And the clause of the rule of 26th April, 1828, 
referred to in the above note, is as follows: 

« Nor shall the order of business, as established by the 
rules, he postponed or changed, except byt vote of at least 
two-thirds of the members present.” 

Some conversation followed between Mr. 


EVANS and the SPEAKER, leading to no action. 
CALIFORNIA. 

On motion. of Mr. THOMPSON, of Missis- 

sippi, the rules were suspended, and the House 

resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole on 


il the state of the Union, (Mr. Boyn, of Kentucky, 
‘in the Chair,) and resumed the consideration 
of the resolutions referring to the appropriate 
committees the several portions of the President’s 


annual message. 


Mr. ROOT, who was entitled to the floor from 
addressed’ the committee during his 
_ [His speech will | 


yesterday, 
hour upon the slavery question. 
be found in the Appendix.] 

Mr. R. having concluded— 

Mr. WELLBORN obtained the floor, and ad- 
dressed the committee during the hour. [His 
speech will be found in the Appendix.} 

Mr. MANN, of Massachusetts, then obtained 
the floor, and addressed the committee, yielding 
for pur 
speeeh will be found in the Appendix.] 

The CHAIRMAN then gave the floor to 

Mr. VENABLE, who yielded for a few mo- 
ments (he said) to enable 

Mr. BURT to make an explanation upon one 
point of the remarks of Mr. Mann. ; 
Mr. MANN briefly rejoined. 

The committee then rose and reported prog- 


i ress. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, (to give 
members an opportunity to attend to the business 
of their constituents,) moved that when the House 
adjourns it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 

The motion, by yeas 88, nays 86, was agreed 
to. 
And the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions, &c., were presented 
under the rule and referred to the appropriate 


committees: 


By Mr. WILMOT: Two petitions signed by 250 citizens of 
Pennsylvania, praying that the United States Government 
dispense with the em ployment of chaplains in the urmy and 
navy, and the two Houses of Congress. 

Also, four petitions, signed by 80 citizens of Pennsylva- 
nia, praying for a reduction in the rates of postage on letters 
to a uniform rate of two cents per half ounce. 

By Mr. MANN, of Pennsylvania: The petition of Henry 
Knaffenberger and 37 others, citizens of Westmoreland 
county, Pennsylvauia, praying Congress for the enactment 


of a law granting relief to the surviving officers and soldiers 
of the late war with Great Britain. a see 


poses of inquiry to Mr. Hararo. {His | 


Also, the petition of William Neal and 22 others, citizens 
of the same county, of like import. : a 
_ Also, the petition of Henry M. Keever.and 25 others, cit- 
izens of the Same county, of like import. = x 

Also, the petition of James H. Byerly and 15 others, citi- 
zens of the same county, of like import. fat 

By Mr. POTTER: The petition of Edward Haskell and 
others, citizens of Lucas county, Ohio, for cheap postage, 

By Mr. MORRIS: The petition of Nehemiah Holden, of 
Brown county, Ohio, a revolutionary pensioner, for an in- 
crease of such pension. : 

Also, the petition of H. T. Aldrich, of Clermont county, 
Ohio, asking Congress to grant him 160 acres of Jand. 

By Mr. HENRY: The petition of Pliny H. White and 50 
others, citizens of Londonderry, Vermont, for cheap post- 
age. 

By Mr. PEASLEE: A joint resolution disposing of two 
henis field-pieces captured at thè battle of Bennington, in 

TT. 

By Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi: The petition of ZL. 
Fuller and 24 others, citizens of Pennsylvania, praying for 
the passage of a law granting a bounty of land to the United 
States army and volunteers who served in the Seminole 
war in Florida. 3 

By Mr. BUTLER, of Connecticut: The memorial of Sam- 
uel Golpin and Francis Parsons, exeentors of Martha Balk- 
ley, praying indemnity for French spotiations: i 

‘Also, the memorial of Silas H. Mead and others, praying 
a reduction of the rates of postage. ae a 

By Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky: The memorial and: 
proceedings of a public meeting held at Carlisle, Nichotas 
county, Kentucky, asking bounty Jands for soldiers, and the. 
widows and heirs of soldiers, who served in the war of 
1812. 

1: By Mr. FULLER: The petition of Daniel K., Hobart and 
53 others, citizens of Dennysvilte, in the county of Wash- 
ington, asking Congress to cause t0 be removed certain ob- 


d 


1 
structions around Falls Island in the tide-waters of Cobscott 
Bay. 

Also, the petition of Peter E. 
of the town of Dennysville, in 
ject. 

: Also, the petition of William McGlanflin and 87 othera, 
citizens of the towns of Chartotte and Meddybemps, county 
of Washington, and State of Maine, for a similar abject. 

Also, the petition of Stephen Munson, jr, and 48 others, 
citizens gf the town of Cooper, in the same county, pray- 
ing for the same object. ` i 

Also, the petition of William S. D. Blackwood and 87 
| others, citizens of Pembroke, in the county of Washington, 
| praying Congress tothe same object. Za! 

Also, the petition of John D. Sherman and 33 others, ĉit- 
zens of the town of Marion and Plautation No. 14, in the 
same county, fora similar object. 

‘Also, the petition of Leonard J. Thomas and 200 others, 
| asking of Congress an appropriation to build a light-house at 
| the mouth of Frenchman’s Bay, in the county: of Hancock,’ 
and State of Maine. f 

Aiso, the memorial and petition of Daniel Boone, anin- 
valid pensioner, for an increase of pension. : 

By Mr. SCHERMERHORN:: Five petitions of the citizens 
of the city of Rochester, praying fur abolition of the franking 
privilege. S n ane 

Also, three petitions of the citizens of the city of Roches- 
ter, praying for the reduction of the:rates of postages < ioi 

‘Alsa, the petition of the citizens of Niágara county, pray-: 
ing for a reduction of the rates of postage. 

Also, the petition of the citizens of Monroe county, pray- 
ing for the passage of a law to protect patentees against for- 
eign infractions. 

‘Also, the petition of Richard QGothout praying for a pen- 
sion, 

Also, the petition of Hartwell Carver and his associates, 
praying for a speedy construction of a railroad from some 
point on the M sippi river to the Pacific Ocean. 

By Mr. ROBBINS: The petition for reduction of post- 
age, signed by James M. Hindle, Edwin Jenks, and 40 orhers, 
citizens of Bridesbary, Philadelpbia county, Pennsylya- 


Vose and 68 others, citizens 
furtherance of the same ob- 


nla. 

By Mr. JACKSON: The petition of B. Foster Pratt, P. 
N. Fowler, C. C. Carr, and 16 others, members of the Pres- 
bytery of Chemung, New York, praying the reduction of 
postage on prepaid jettera to two cents each. we 

Also, the petition of W. M. Oliver, N. ‘Torniclift, and 68 
athers, citizens of Penn Yau, Yates county, New York, for 
the same object. ese 

By Mr. GOODENOW: The petition of Ebenezer Clapp 
| and 118 others, citizens of Bath and vicinity, Maine, asking 
| that the rate of postage on prepaid letters be.established at 
i two cents per half ounce. a : = 
By Mr. BROWN, of Indiana: Additional evidence in 
i support of the claim of Captain Jotin Huffington for the cap- © 
ture and destruction of two vessels during the wat of 1812, 

; the British. - : 
Py Maman petition of J. R. Mofledge.and others of Bar- 
thalomew connty, Indiana, for the reduction of postage. 
| By Mr. CROWELL: The pennon of Dan. Eaton, Fran- 
| eis Barclay, and others, citizens of Youngstown, Mahoning 
H county, Ohio, praying Congress to appropriate a strip of land 
35 miles wide, from Lake Michigan to the Pacific Ocean, 
for the construction of a railroad, and appointing directors, 
with certain-salaries, for the management thereof. | 

By Mr. WALDO: The petiton of George Merrick, Eqa 

and others, electors and principal business men of South 
| -Glastenbury, Connecticut, for a unitorm rato of postage at 
two vents per half ounce weight. 
By Mr- PEASLEE: The petition of Tsaac L. Folsom and 
others, citizens. of Exeter and Epping, New Hampshire, 
praying for the reduction of postage on prepaid letters to two 
cents per half ounce. 
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~ Also, the petition of Stephen B. Sargent and others, citi- 
zens of Hopkinton, New Hampshire forthe same purpose. 
By Mr. GREEN: The petition of citizens of Morgan 
county, Missouri, praying the establishment of a mail route 
from Versailles to Erie. : ; 
Also, the memorial of the Legislature of the State of Mis- 
souri, on the subject of a geological survey of said State. 


i 


IN SENATE. 
Frivar, February. 15, 1850. 


“The VICE PRESIDENT announced the first 
business in order to. be the unfinished: business of 
yesterday, viz: the motion to refer the President’s 
message transmitting the constitution of the State 
of California; the pending question being the 
motion to amend of the Senator from Missouri, 
[Mr. Bewron.] 

On motion of Mr SEWARD that order of busi- 
hess. was-postponed fér half an hour. 

.The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a report of the Secretary of State, made agree- 
ably ‘to law, accompanied by a list of the clerks 
employed in the Department of State during the 
year 1849; and showing the compensation paid to 
each; which was ordered to He on the table, and a 
motion to print the same was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing. 

EXPLANATION. 


Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President, I observe a slight 
error in the report this morning made in one of 
the papers of this city, which I hald in my hand— 
the Republic—a paper whose condensed reports of 
our debates 1 have discovered to be in general 
quite accurate. The misreport relates to an inci- 
dent. in the debate of yesterday, and is as fol- 
lows: 

 And.in the course of his (Mr. F.’s] refleetions on the 
course of the Senator from Missouri, he said that it might be 
attributed to the fact that a distinguished son-in-law of the 
Benator was one of the Senators chosen by California. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa, called the Senator to order, He 
was indulging in personal remarks. The Senator, more- 
over, denounced the measure to admit California as a 
scheme—as a plot. He [Mr. 0.) was a friend of that meas- 
ure, would vote for it, aud would not allow any man to de- 
nounce it as an unworthy seheme,”? 

Now, sir, it is a mistake to suppose that any 
language as harsh as this was used. My friend 
from Towa, in interrupting me, used nore but the 
kindest and most respectful language; and such 
was the character of my own in explanation. 
We have never yet been involved in the least mis- 
understanding of an unkind character, nor do I be- 
lieve we ever shall be. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 
Mr. ATCHISON presented the petition of Pe- 


ter Holser and others, asking for the confirmation 
of certain land claims in the State of Missouri, 
arising out of concessions, grants, and settlement 
rights from the Government of Spain, or in lieu 
thereof other relief in the premises; which was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. SEWARD presented the petition of citi- 
zens of New York, asking that corporal punish- 
meat and the spirit ration in the navy may be 
abolished; which was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

Also, a petition of merchants, mechanics, and 
other citizens of New York, asking a reduction of 
the rates of postage to two cents the half ounce-on 
all prepaid letters. 

Also, a petition signed by 126 citizens of Ca- 
yuga county, New York, to the same effect; which 
were severally referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. ° 

Mr. WALKER presented a memorial of the- 
Legislature of Wisconsin, asking the construction 
of a harbor at Port Washington, in that State; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com. 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 

g Also, a memorial from the Legislature of the 
“same State, asking a grant of land to aid in the 
construction of a railroad from Milwaukee to the 
Mississippi river; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a memorial from the same source, relating 
to the harbor at the moath of the river Mani- 
towoc, on Lake Michigan; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. ` 
“Also, a petition from citizens of Lebanon, Ohio, 
asking ‘that the public lands may be granted, in 
limited quantities, to actual settlers who may not 
be possessed of other lands; which was referred 
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Mr. HALE presented a petition of citizens of | 
Pennsylvania, asking that-a-quarter section of land | 
may be granted to each actual settler on the public į 
lands, free of all charge; which was referred to | 


the Committee on Public Lahds. 


Mr. CHASE presented two petitions of county 
officers of Jefferson county, Ohio, and five peti- 
tions from other citizens of that State, asking a | 
reduction of the rates of postage to two cents on | 
all prepaid letters; which were referred to the | 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. CHASE, in presenting these memorials, 
took occasion to observe that, concurring as he 
did in the object of the petitioners, he would take 


occasion to introduce a bill in conformity with | 


their wishes. 

Mr. CASS presented a petition of citizens of 
Detroit, Michigan, in favor of cheap postage; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. BRIGHT presented the petition of Jacob 
W. Cummins, asking additional compensation for 
services as a clerk in the General Land Office; 


which was referred to the Committee on Public ‘| 


Lands. 
Mr. BELL presented a petition of citizens of 


Wilson county, Tennessee, asking the adoption of | 
measures for the settlement of international dis- į 


putes without resort to war; which was referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 


| 


On motion by Mr. HUNTER, 

Ordered, Thatthe memorial of the representatives of Win. 
A. Teas be taken from the files and referred to the Commit- 
i tee on Revolutionary Claims. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. NORRIS, from the Committee of Claims, 
to which was referred the bill for the relief of Wm. 


Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which were referred the several memo- 
| rials praying the return of duties illegally exacted, 
asked to be discharged from the further considera- 
i tion of the same, and that they be referred to the 
Committee on Finance; which was agreed to. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the memorial of the Panama 
Railroad Company, asking that the Secretary of 
the Treasury be authorized to contract for the 
transportation of army and navy supplies and the 
mails, asked to be discharged from the further 
| consideration of the same, and that it be referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. H. further, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the memorial of John S. Van 
| Dyke, asking payment of prize money due his 
brother, Henry Van Dyke, in the case of the 
L’{nsurgente frigrate and two schooners, asked to 
be. discharged from -the further consideration of 
| the same, and that it be referred to the Commit- 
| tec on Naval Affairs; which was agreed to. 7 

Mr. DOWNS, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which were referred the several 
memorials of the bar of Louisiana, reported a bill 
to amend an act entitled “An act to regulate the 


| 
f 


Mr. BENTON presented thirteen petitions of 
citizens of Missouri, signed by upwards of one 
thousand persons, asking that tbe public land may 
be granted in limited quantities to actual settlers, ! 
under certain restrictions; which were referred to 


the Committee on Public Lands. ji 


Mr. BENTON. 1 have also been requested to 
present the memorial of Charles Barrett and S. V. 
S. Wilder, in behalf of themselves and the other 
heirs of the owners of the ship Columbia and the 
sloop Washington, and the widow of Capt. Rob- 
ert Gray, asking the confirmation of their title toa 
certain tract of land purchased in 1791 of the In- 
dian tribes inhabiting the Oregon Territory, or 


such compensation in land or money as the im- 


portance of their explorations and discoveries in 
that region may render just and proper. 
The memorialists set forth the services of their 


ancestors in making discoveries on the northwest | 


coast at a very early day, what they suffered and 


what they lost, and some of the advantages which | 
have redounded to our country since In conse: | 
quence of their exertions, and also the purchase of | 


lands from the Indians during that time. I will 
state that there are some matters of historical in- 


terest among the papers presented, and many ori- | 


ginal papers which*have never been published. | 
therefore move that they be printed, and referred 
to the Gommittee on Public Lands. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee on 
the Public Lands, and the motion to print was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Printing. 


n oe al 

Mr. WHITCOMB presented a petition of citi- || 
zens of Lafayette county, Indiana, asking a reduc- į; 
tion of the rates of postage; which was referred to | 


the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. ; 
Mr. W. also submitted additional documents 


relating to the claim of the heirs of Jethro Wood; | 


which were referred to the Committee on Patents 
and the Patent Office. 

Mr. BRIGHT presented -a resolution of the 
General Assembly of the State of Indiana, in favor 
of the establishment of a mail route from Stiles- 
ville to Gosport, in that State; which was referred 


to the Committee on the Post Office and Post | 


Roads. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. RUSK, 


Ordered, That the petition of Emma C, B. Thompso 5 
widow of Charles B. Thomipson, on the Stes of the Senate, | 
be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. i 


On motion by Mr. CASS, 


Ordered, Thatthe documents on the files of the Senate re- i 


to the Committee on Publje Lands, 


lating to the claim of Luther Blake, assignee of Lemuel B. ! 
Nicholls, be referred to the Cominittee on Indign Affairs. j 


i mode of practice in the courts of the United 
; States for the district of Louisiana, approved the 
| 26th day of May, 1824.” - 
i| Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on 
Printing, to which was referred the petition of 
Wendell and Van Benthuysen, late public print- 
| ers, asking extra allowance on their contract for 
| printing. for Congress, made an adverse report 
thereon. i 

Mr. B. also, from- the Committee on Public 
| Lands, to which was referred a resolution.in rela- 
tion to purchasing 15,000 copies of Professor Wal- 
ter R. Johnson’s work on the coal trade of British 
America, reported back the same, and recommend- 
ed its passage, accompanied by a report, which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DAYTON, from the Committee on the 
| Judiciary, to which was referred the petition of 
i| Caleb Green, asking reimbursement for office rent 
in Louisiana, made an adverse report thereon. 
He took occasion to say that this was the third or 
fourth time that the committee had reporied ad- 
versely upon this petition, and he but expressed 
| the unanimous wish of the committee when he 
li said he hoped they would hear no more of it. 
|} Mr. FELCH, trom the Committee on Public 
ij Lands, to which was referred the petition of the 
j| present and the late land officers at the land office 
il in Lebanon, Alabama, asked to be discharged from 
the further consideration of the same; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. F. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the memorial of Daniel V. Quenau- 
| don, asked to be discharged from the further con- 
i| sideration of the same, and that it be referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. F. also, from the same committee, to 
; which were referred the documents in relation to 
i the claim of Nancy A. Dewitte to the reissue of a 
military bounty land warrant, submitted an ad- 
verse report upon the same; which was ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, from the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, reported a bill amendatory 
of an act entitled “ An act allowing drawback 


| upon foreign merchandise exported in the original 


; packages to Chihuahua and Santa Fé, in Mexico, 
and to the British North American provinces ad- 
| joining the United States,’ approved 3d of March, 


| 1845, and for other purposes; which was read and 


passed to a second reading. 


| Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on Naval 


| Affairs, to which was referred the memorial of 
| Wm. A. Christian, submitted a report, which was 
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ordered to be printed, accompanied by a bill for | 


his relief. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the memorial of the heirs of Andrew. D. 
Crosby, submitted a report, which was ordered to 
be printed, accompanied by a bill for their relief; 
which was read and passed to a second reading. 


RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. 


Mr. WHITCOMB submitted the following res- 
olution, which lies over under the rules: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to inform the Senate on what day, since the last 
Session of Congress, John Webster was removed from the 
post of a piloton board a revenue cutter on the Lakes, the 
date of the order for his removal, and the day on which his 
pay as such pilot ceased ; also, that be cause to be transmit- 
ted to the Senate copies of all charges, complaints, or papers 


(if any) exhibited against the said Sohn Weoster, and to in- | 


form the Senate whether he has had an opportunity of being 
heard thereon. 

_ Mr. BRIGHT submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered by unanimous consent 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of providing by law for the 
payment of a fair compensation for the services of all such 
persons as have been or imay hereafter be appointed “ des- 


ignated depositaries,?? under “ An act to provide for the bet- | 


ter organization of the ‘Treasury, and for the collection, 
safe-keeping, and disbursement of the public revenue,” ap- 
proved 6th August, 1846. 

Mr. KING submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered by unanimous consent and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee, en the Post Office and 


Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | 


establishing a post route from Selma, via Cahawha and 
Uniontown, to Demopolis, in the State of Alabama. 


Mr. BRIGHT submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered by unanimous consent 
and agreed to : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 


“Post Roads he instructed to ingnire into the expediency of | 


establishing a post route from Franklin, Jobnson county, 
Indiana, via Far West, Mooresville, and Monrovia post 
office, to Stilesville, in Hendricks county, in said State; 
also, a post route from Stilesville aforesaid, 


Owen. 
BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 


Mr. FELCH, in pursuance of notice, asked || Whilst w 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to provide || HShe 
for the survey of the public lands in California 
and New Mexico, and for the settlement of the | 
titles and claims to lands, and the granting of do- 
nation rights therein; which was read a first and | 
second time by its title, and referred to the Com- i 


mittee on Public Lands. 


. Mr. BORLAND, in pursuance of notice, asked | 


and obtained leave to introduce a joint resolution 
concerning a communication between the Missis- 
sippi river and the Pacific ocean; which was read 
a first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Publice Lands. 


Mr. MANGUM, by unanimous consent, ob- | 


tained leave to bring ina joint resolution for the 
relief of William H. Thomas; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Commit- 
tee ou Indian Affairs. 


Mr. FOOTE gave notice of a bill to amend the |; 


act entitled “An act to establish the Territorial 

Government of Oregon, 

lish the Territorial Government of Minnesota.” 
CALIFORNIA. 

Mr. SEWARD. À 
the unfinished business was postponed for half an 
hour, and as that time has expired, I feel it to be 
my duty to meve that it be now taken up. 

The motion was agreed to, and the 
tion was stated to be on the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Missouri, to instruct the Committee on 
Territories *‘ to report a bill for the admission. of 
the State of California unconnected with any other 
subject.” 

Mr. BENTON. 
ident, opens a very large question. It will no 
doubt present many aspects or views in which 
Senators may consider it. Since I offered the 
amendment yesterday, it has been suggested to 
me-—and in the suggestion I cordially concur— 
that it may be desirable to postpone its further 
consideration; I therefore move to lay it over 
until Monday, 


{tis too large a subject, 


temporaneously. j 
Mr. BUTLER. Will the Senator, withdraw 


that motion, as l desire now to present the views 


sir, to be acted upon ex- 


í f via Wadesville, | 
in the county of Morgan, to Gosport, in the county ot 


ir. President, on my motion į, 


pending ques- :; 


That amendment, Mr. Pres- i 


in accordance with,that suggestion. | 


which E rose to offer previous to the adjournment 
i| yesterday. f | 
|) Mr. BENTON. Certainly, sir. : 

Mr. BUTLER, who was entitled to the floor, 
rose and said: Idid not rise yesterday for the pur- 
pose of making a speech ‘of any great length, and 

shall confine my remarks this morning to very 
narrow limits. F rose yesterday with the view of 
indicating the course which I wished. this subject 
to take, and I was very happy when the Senator 
from Missouri offered his amendment. 1 did not 
wish those subjects connected with California to 
|| be disconnected with the discussion of the other 
subjects embraced in the resolutions of the honor- 
able Senator from Kentucky. Weall have duties 
to perform—very grave duties to perform; and I 
should be very sorry to see any part of this sub- 
| ject referred to any committee ab all, until every 
Senator on this floor, if he chooses to do so, has 
given his views; so that the committee hereafter 
i| may by possibility frame such a plan as will result 

in the adjustment of this agitating question. I say 
|| «* by possibility,” sir. That word implies at once 
|| my apprehension and fears for the result of events. 
That result will depend altogether on the course 
and determination of the North. That section has 
the power to solve and fulfill the possibility which 
now exists of settling this fearful question. 

Mr. President, we all see that there is a storm 
ahead of us; indeed, we have already felt some of 
its hazardous agitations. Under such circumstan- 
|| ces, it seems to me that every one on board, how- 
i| ever humble, should be allowed to make such 
suggestions as may save the vessel from ap- 
prehended shipwreck. After all shall have given 
their views, the course and policy to be pursued 
will be developed. The juncture of ou: affairs 
cannot be met but by a full survey of all the con- 
| Sequences which may grow out of it. Jt is the 

part of wisdom to seize upon the advantages of 
| transient opportunity. One good thought, one 
| happy suggestion at the right time, is worth all the 
splendid generalities that are beyond the influence 
| of an actual occasion. 
i, Eventshave moved on with adangerous velocity, 
|, and opportunities for settling this question have 
i been allowed to pass that will never return. 
are approaching rapids and shoals— 
i| perhaps cataracts—it will be in vain to look back 
‘| at the havens of safety which we have passed, and 
I| to which we can have no return. By keeping 
i California connected with other subjects. with 
which it is indissolubly associated, we may retain 
a control over this subject that may present an 
opportunity, perhaps the last opportunity, to settle 
|| it Once part with it, by admitting California at 
once, it may, be fatal, because irrevocable. 

ĮI must confess, Mr. President, that I was. sur- 
prised to see a disposition manifested from so im- 
posing a source to give California preference in the 
discussion, and to separate her fate, from that of 
others, in which it ought to be involved, It cer- 
tainly is so involved in ihe resolutions of the hon- 
|| orable Senator from Kentucky. And why take it 
| out of them and give it a separate consideration, I 
| cannot see. It may be thought that it is the 
question for the opponents of the South, 


j 


1 
ji 


i 


t 
į 
i 
i 


f 


|| strongest 
|| pioneer. On the other hand, it may be looked on 
l! as a pioneer of invasion—and I am sure it will be 
‘| so regarded—and other parties will take a more 
certain refuge in the increased strength which it 
can inapart. . 

We all should speak candidly upon this subject. 
to deliver mysclf—and I hope I always 
ithout passion or prejudice. Indeed, at 
affairs, they would be dan- 
If we can relieve ourselves 


Il ve i 
[i I intend 


may—w 
this juncture of our 
gerous counsellors. 


il 


| from the diffien 
i: calm temper and firm 
"nation, as far as we can, to do right. Í know that 
|| Peannot free my mind altegether from the influ- 
i; ences which sectional duties impose upon me. I 
‘| have duties to perform to one section of this Union 
‘| which require me to discharge them in a spirit of 
firmness and, I hope, fairness. Perhaps I cannot 
go as faras the honorable Senator from Kentucky 
expressed himself yesterday evening willing to do. 
My desire is to save the Union, if I can do it by 
saving the rights and honor of the State which Í 
represent. One was made to protect the other; 
and, when that office shall be abandoned, the 

nion, or those who wield its influence, is made to, 
assume the position of an antagonist, and to pre- 
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f herefore that it can be used with success as a | 
» and “An act to estab- || and theresore the : 


ities that surround us, it must be by | 
resolution, with a determi- | 


$ 


| compromises 


sent considerations involving a päinfulalternative; 
an alternative of submission to air acknowilelged 
power under a sacred name, or that of self respect 
and self-preservation in the States whoserights are. 
threatened. Thése alternatives in their various 

aspects, both past and future, excite no doabt very 

different feelings. ~ Feeling that I am identified 

with the weaker but the wronged. party, it may 

not be surprising that I should partake of the sen- 

timents or sympathies of those who may seem to 

take an adversary position. 

When, the other day, the Senator from Ken- 
tucky said he knew no South in his allegiance, and 
again repented there was no allegiance in his mind 
to the South, 1 was prepared to hear him say, 
“ nor to the North, nor to the West, nor to the * 
East, but to the Union; and with sucha declara- 
tion I might have been satisfied; but to.single out 
the South as not claiming his allegiance gave me 

ain. 

j Mr. CLAY. I think Idid say the North. I 
do not know that I went all around the different 
points of the compass. That is what I meant, 
however, if I did nòt use the expression. T meant 
then, and I mean it now, that I owe no alleziance 
to any one section—East, North, West, or South. 
And I know, | repeat, of but two sovereignties to 
whom Í owe allegiance—the one the Union, and 
the other my own State. That is what I meant. 

Mr. BUTLER. The gentleman regards his 
first allegiance to the Union, and thento Kentucky. 
I may, perhaps, regard my relations to the South 
somewhat different from those of the honorable 
Senator from Kentucky. I somewhat reverse the 
order in which he chooses to speak of allegiance. 
My allegiance is first to South Carolina, and 
through South Carolina to the Union, M know 
no other Union than which has been recognized by 
the State of South Carolina. I know of no other 
allegiance but my allegiance to South Carolina. 
My allegiance to the Union is through South Car- 
olina. ‘These different views may lead our minds 
to run through different channels. As being iden- 
tified with the past glories of the Union, he may 
well look upon it with the pious veneration of a 
child, and he may be prepared to look, upon the 
partial dispensations of a ‘parent with feelings of 
forgiveness—especially so long as he may be re- 
garded as one of her favorites in the domestic fam- 
ily cirele. 

Whilst I love those who have a common interest 
with me—who are indissolubly involved in a com- 
mon destiny—I have no aversion to this Onion as 
it was created. When I left my constituents, there 
was no deliberate design among them that it should 
be dissolved. Such an act had not been looked. to 
as a matter of policy, or purpose. | It is“an event 
depending on consequences over which the minor- 
ity had no control. ‘Whether, seeing these con- 
sequences, they would have consented to the form- 
ation of the Union, I cannot tell; but its dissolution 
after it has been formed, presents a different ques- 
tion, and one of the gravest solicitude.” Under the 
feeling inspired by such a solicitude, it was-natural 
that the distinguished Senator should have pre- 
sented himself in this crisis as a mediator; it was 

an office well worthy of his reputation. But I am 
not mistaken in saying thatit isa mediation which 
must fail, if it cannot present anything better than 
the tersns of a compromise contained in the different 
resolutions whith he has offered. Compromise ! 
lis name is frailty—its consequences treachery- 
giving the stronger party the power to use it as an 
fnstrument, and throw itaway at its pleasure. The 
that have been affered fall far short of 
the occasion. They neither satisfy the present, nor 
offer security for the future. The stronger power 
don’t want them, and the weaker powers m honor, 
cannot accept them. The South might be satisfied 
with an adjustment such as would. restore confi- 
dence, and give her perfect security by something 
more than the decision of a tempted majority. It 
is not for the South to propose compromises. She 
cannot and ought not. Tt is not for the South, in 
my opinion, to settle this question. if I had my 
way, Í woùld commit them to a committee of 
northern men exclusively, to see what would be 
the terms upon which they would settle it, I 
know, sir, that this thing of admitting States into 
the Union, as California is likely to be admitted, 
will aggravate very much the dissensions which 
exist in different portions of this Union. Califor- 


nia might have been placed in a condition in which 
g e Saar ae 
she could have claimed admission Into the Union, 
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with all the provisions now contained in her con- 
ftitution., Some of her friends now were he# real 
enemies, and denounced her most. She may not 
have been forced to assume a position unfavorable 
to her success, and even dangerous in its conse- 
quencies to the safety of the republic. 

Under the circumstances which are connected 
with her claim for admission—and they are full of 
historical. interest—[ cannot consent, sir, to her 
coming into the Carffederacy at this time. Such 
an event will be adopting the acts of usurpation, 
and violating all the securities of usage and prece- , 
dent... In saying that the people of California have 
made to themselves a government by usurpation, 
J associate nothing offensive with the word. I us; 
the word usurpation in its strict legal sense, and 1 
would not wish to be understood as referring to 
any of the parties concerned, or to California, with: 
any feelings of hostility, or with any purpose to 
throw factious obstacles in the way. 

Bat, Mr. President, if the act of forming a gov- 
‘ernment in California without the consent of Con- 


gress previously obtained, or by implication, ob- [ 


tained under the sanction ofa territorial government, 
is not a usurpation, I have read the Constitution : 
in vain, and do not understand its import. This: 
power in the Constitution is expressed in a very. 
few words: i 

« New States may be admitted by the Congress into this 
Union; but no new States shali be formed or erected within 
the jurisdiction of any other State, nor any State be formed 
by the junction of two or more States, or parts of States, 
without the consent of the Legislatures of the States con- 
cerned, as well as of the Congress.” $ 

There is not a word in the Constitution with 
regard to the time when Congress shall give her 
consent, whether before or after. The consent 
given here evidently is cxactly that kind of consent 
which Congress ought to give for the erection of a 
State anywhere. : 

By way of illustration of the proposition T have 
rather indicated than laid down with any degree 
of precision, I will make a supposition: Suppose 
Georgia—and I speak of that State by way of; 

illustration, as she is one of the largest of the | 
States of the South—should divide her State into 
East and West Georgia, and at the next session 
of Corgress should send here two additional 
Senators and ,three or four additional Represent- 
atives, and ask to be admitted into this Union,’ 
because she had exercised the power which they’ 
have called self-government here so often—that 
great inherént power—should knock at our door, 
and state that policy required that we should 
admit that State formed wihin her limits into this 
Union. What would be the reply, sir? The re- 
ply would be,“ You have done the act by usurpa- 
tion, by a palpable violation of the Constitution, 
which requires the consent of Congress.” Ah! 
“ the consent of Congress!” But cannot the con- 
sent of Congress be given now as well as it could 
have been given antecedently? Why, sir, I admit | 
that it would be perfectly competent for Congress 
to waive the objection and adopt the usurpation. 
I have no doubt that Congress might do that, 
under any circumstances. They might waive all 
objection to these States coming into the Union, by 
adopting the act of usurpation. This isnot an un- 
usual principle in legal proceedings. In the case of 
the Mexican treaty, after the power of the agent or 
the ambassador had been revoked by the Govern- 
ment, after he had formed a treaty in palpable 
violation of his instructions, we waived the objec- 
tions, and by retrospective contemplation, we 
adapted his act and made it our own, 

I hold that no people have a right to form them- 
selves into a State without the consent of Congress, 
expressly or by implication given. I say that it 
is a usurpation of the power of Congress over this 
subject. That- has been my proposition, and the 
proposition I intend to maintain if I can. But, 
before doing that, I will go somewhat into detail, | 
to show that California has assumed her present 
position towards the Federal Government in vio- ? 
lation of all the securities of precedent, all the se- 
curities of usage. There is nothing like it in the 


dent of the kind. Now let me not be told that; 
this thing of boundary is a mat 
consequence. The boundary! Why, the bound- | 
aries of a commonwealth, sir, are, of all others, ina | 
high political sense, matters of publici juris—matters 
with which Congress should deal; for they are such 
as affect deeply the great interest of other commu 
nities. And when any people undertake to assign | 
boundaries to themselves—to assign to themselves | 
-six hundred miles, up and down upon the Pacific , 
coast, without having consulted these who are the: 
proprietors, so far as there was any public domain į 
—-without having consulted those who had vested in | 


diction over the country ceded by treaty—it is ta- | 
king a very important privilige from Congress, and 
arrogating to themselves a power at war with the 
| interests and rights of other communities. 

| Sir, Lask the question, as I have a right to ask 
it, emphatically, have the people of California con- 
formed to the obligations of the treaty with M exico, 
so far as regards the qualifications of voters? Who 
voted? Who are those twelve or thirteen thousand 
voters? Were they free white men? Were they 
Mexicans of Spanish blood? Were they such 
Mexicans as were recognized as capable of becom- 
ing citizens under the terms of the treaty? Why, 
sir, the President has not even condescended to 
give us any information upon that subject at all. 
Who constituted this Government? From what 
class of voters did this government emanate? Am 


a subject of this kind? There is no instance of a 
Territorial Government in the organization of 
which Congress did not prescribe or define the 
qualifications of voters. There isanother vidlation, 
Mr. President. I know instances will be quoted 
in which States have been admitted into this Union, 


it that they are not similar cases. 

There is another particular in which California 
has violated the usage. No State in this.Union 
has come into it without Congress having previ- 
ously taken a census of its inhabitants. That was 


uniform usage and precedent, so far as regards the 
admission of other States. Iam told, however, 


forming conventions without the previous leave of 
Congress. lowa did hold a convention, and of- 
fered a constitution here, claiming certain bound- 
aries, which Congress denied. She was sent 
back, and returned, having been assigned different 
boundaries, and then she came into the Union 
with new boundaries. And therefore I think it 
may be said that Congress had given its consent 
_by implication for the formation of a constitution 
and State Gevernment. F say it was not only im- 
plied, but strongly implied, when the boundaries 
were given her, that she had the power to do so. 
So far as regardg Wisconsin, the same remark 
may be made. Congress gave her the right to 
have two members. That recognition of the right 
to have two members was such a recognition as to 
give the previous consent of Congress that she 
| might forma constitution, and might then apply 
for admission into this Union as one of the sover- 
eign States. Now, sir, with regard to the States 


came forward, and they came in pari passu—the 
They came in at the same time, and that, sir, by 


| consent, and, as I have strong reason to believe, 
by the previous or implied assent of Congress that 


Union under their sanction. The same remark 
may be made with regard to Michigan. I know 
she did form and claim boundaries—not allowed to 
| her, by-the-by—and she did form a constitution. 
Bat did Michigan form a constitution or have any 


history of the Territories or States of the Union— 
nothing like it. 

In the first place, the people of California, by 
their convention, have appropriated not only a Hi 
Territory to themselves, but they have assigned || 
boundaries, without ever having consulted Congress || 
one way oranother. Isthereany such instance to be 
found in the history of any Territorial Government 
or-any State Government in the United States? I H 


| rial relations to this Government? Michigan was 

governed by the United States through the agency ; 
of Congress; and if she assembied a convention, It : 
was under the implication at the time that Con 

gress had given her the power of attorney to de- 
cide upon the time when she should come into the 
Union. I say, then, it was an implied consent in 
the case of Michigan. 


{ 
| convention, excepting when she was under territo- 
i 
i 


| 


challenge gentlemen to find a parallel or a prece- i 


ter of no-essential | 


| 


them the sovereign dominion, the sovereign juris- | 


I to be told that Congress has no jurisdiction over | 


f where the people did not have the previous as- | 
sent of Congress to assemble in convention for the | 
formation of a constitution; but I will answer for | 


í done in Michigan, in Iowa, in Wisconsin, in Flor- | 
ida, and in all the other States. This has been the | 


that Towa and Florida came into this Union by | 


of lowa and Florida: Florida had made applica- | 
cation for years, four or five years, when lowa ; 


one as a slave State, and the other as a free State. | 


they should form constitutions and come into the | 


. But, so far as regards California, not a single 
| one of these coincidences exists. She comes here 
| without having her boundaries fixed, without 
qualifications of voters being defined, without hav- 
ing any census, and, as I am very much inclined 
to think, under a suggestive influence from the 
Executive and his Cabinet to evade the responsi- 
bility of meeting this question as it should have 
! been met,’and at the time when it could have been 
| met, and at the time that it might have been set- 
ted satisfactorily to all parties. Sir, the admis- 
sion of California will put it further beyond settle- 
ment, and every step we take we are approaching 
a precipice. When this question first arose it 
could have been very easily adjusted by having 
the ordinary territorial governments, without any 
restriction whatever. They might have excluded 
slavery or not, as they thought proper, when 
they had matured themselves into the condition of 
States. But, to evade this Wilmot proviso, the 
people were left in a state of anarchy; and, under 
an operation of causes worse than the Wilmot 
| proviso, they are claiming privileges now, by usurp- 
| ation, to. which they are not entitled. Is it not 
a usurpation in any point of view in which we can 
regard it? Why, sir, in whom was vested a 
sovereignty over the citizens and the inhabitants 
under the treaty of California? In the United 
States. And [think the honorable Senator from 
Mississippi (Mr. Davis] the other day demon- 
i strated that; and he put the proposition in so strong 
Fa point of view that I think it could not be misun- 
‘derstood; and the Senator from Georgia has left 
[ino ground for others to occupy. I venture to say 
that there are but very few individuals upon this 
floor who will contend, before any tribunal that 
could take cognizance of the subject, that a sover- 
'leignty was not vested in the United States, to be 
| exerted through the agency of their representatives 
in Congress. 

The right claimed under the doctrine of self-gov- 
ernment is extra-constitutional, and has no sanc- 
| tion for its exercise. When analyzed, it isa right 
to dispense with the prescriptions of the Constitu- 
tion, and to use a power in derogation of the rights 
of the States of this Union, in whom was vested 
the high sovereignty and eminent domain. 

I have heard it so often asserted that the people 
have a right to self-government, that J ara inclined 
to think gentlemen conclude that the authority of 
Congress is excluded. But such a proposition 
would sanction what I would regard the doctrine 
of self-appropriation. But if my proposition be 
true, California bas no right, under her usurpation, 
to come here and claim to be admitted, unless we 
waive ant adopt such acts of usurpation. I will 
not say that Congress may not make a precedent 
to subserve present interests, and forward the 
| views of political propagandists; but, in doing so, 
they recognize the dangerous power of usurpation 
—one which may be well-received when it re- 
dounds to the advantage of a majority, but one 
which never will be allowed to the claims of a mi- 
nority. If southern slaveholders had done the 
same thing, and had not prohibited slavery in Cali- 
fornia in any constitution which they might have 
presented, their acts would have been denounced 
| and their proffered constitution rejected. There is 
a wonderful difference between the dictation of the 
| strong and the suggestions of the weak. The 
eourse pursued in California, if recognized and > 
adopted here, will be a precedent of mischief and 
danger to the security of the people of this coun- 
try. Why, upon the same doctrine, you may 
have a dozen States applying next year to come 
in, upon the ground that they have formed consti- 
tutions under the sanction of this precedent: aye, 
Minnesota; but Minnesota has now a Territorial 
Government—Nebraska is a recognized Territory. 
| Deseret, New Mexico, and two or three States in 
i| Texas may come here by their delegations, with 
ii eonstitutions in their hands, and knock at your 
i door for admission, and claim to do so, without 
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=! having consulted Congress, under the very prece- 
‘ dent you are about to establish. 


I have heard, sir, of the danger of the plan of the 
English power of making peers when they wanted 
votes. The power of issuing patents of nobility 
| by royal prerogative has been rarely abused in 

England; it has often been dreaded, and at some 
times not resisied: a ministry wanting power will 
always be under strong temptation to resort to it, 
| arid in some instances have abused it to the preju- 


dice of public liberty. 


se 


_ stitutional prescription. 


1850. 
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The power now claimed of making new States 
under the spontaneous. action of the people of a 
territory is foreign to the Constitution; but when 
it is recollected that this power must be under the 
influence of Executive suggestion—indeed, under 
the moulding influence of one of the departments of 
this Government that must always. be under a 
strong influence to give itself Strength or historical 
popularity, or even ephemeral popularity—it is time 
we should look to» consequences. I do not say 
that the present Executive and his Cabinet. have 
been influenced by such considerations. I have 
no reason to supposeso. ButI ask, who may not 
be tempted to take advantage of them hereafter? 
He that makes a precedent of to-day ought to look 
to its consequences in the history of to-morrow. 
I wish that it was in the power of to-day to see the 
consequences of to-morrow. I hope I may say 
that I plant myself upon principle; Lam sure I act 
from no personal resentment or objections. Icer- 
tainly can have no personal motive to reject the 
constitution of California, or to oppose those who 
came here under ifs authority. Ido not know the 
Representatives; and my knowledge of the Sena- 
tors is entirely prepossessing—nerhaps more than 
that, if I were to yield to mere personal considera- 
tions, One of the Senators elect is from my own 
State; and it must be conceded that he is a gentle- 
man of enterprise and ability, and the trust re- 
posed in hirn is a worthy commentary from those 
who have sent him here. The other gentleman is 
not unknown to our legislative history, and has a 
claim on our favorable consideration. Indeed, I 
have no cause to distrust them, individually, in any 
of our controversies. On the contrary, I would 
trust them to-morrow, whilst I would not trust to 
the precedent that would give their successors 
power hereafter. 

A majority is rarely indifferent to the counsels 
of expediency; and when personal influence is 
brought in as a powerful auxiliary, expediency 
usually prevails. I see its influence now, and I 
see those urging this measure that once looked 
upon California with scorn. I have always re- 
garded her as requiring the moulding influence of 
a territorial government more than any other; and 
J am consistent in saying now that she has a right 
to no other; and to submit to any other would be 
to submit to the Wilmot proviso, under its most 
dangerous sanctions—under sanctions that make 
a precedent dangerous and unparalleled in the 
history, of the country, and one which a majority 
alone can resist, and which a minority is called on 
to submit to in violation of usage, precedent, and 
constitutional obligation. Should these measures 
go on, they must have a result —a result for which 
{ cannot answer so far as it regards the southern 
States. The new confederates that will come into 
the Confederacy may have southern affinities, and 
may never be willing to oppose the justice of con- 
But they cannot control 
the elements of power of which they constitute a 
part. They will go to swell a majority, evua 
now, without veto or control, and, almost from 
necessity, will have to act with it, And when I 
gee that the constituents of that majority will be 
a combination of interests to make war upon south- 
ern institutions, I would not bea faithful sentinel 
were I not to raise my voice. What influence it 
may exert I cannot tell, The southern States 
have their rights, and, if they are not degenerate, 
they will maintain them. They avow—and will, 
I think, put everything to hazard to maintain— 
the doctrine of equality. Yes, sir, equality—I 
repeat it, equality. That is a sentiment not de- 
pending on the cold definition of selfish logic. 
The southern people wish to have an opportunity, 
under the obligations of honor, to engage as equals 
in all wars, in all struggles for national aggran- 
dizement, arid to believe that, in eligibility, they 
are not to be looked upon as inferiors to other 
aspirants, and that they have the same rights now 
as they had when their ancestors formed the Con- 
stitution. . , : 3 

They never can acquiesce in the doctrine which 
a northern majority is attempting to force upon 
them—that in all futare acquisitions of territory, 
ag well as that which has been acquired, they are 
to be excluded under any implication that they are 
not equally worthy with those who assume a su- 
periority over them. If there should be a war, 
they wish to have a share in its hazards and its 
triumphs. But, under the doctrines that have been 
avowed, how can they take commissions, or enlist 


| by the intrepidity of its movements; the fuller || 


| tlemen upon this floor, on either side of the cham- 
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as soldiérs, to catry on a war for their degradation 
and disfranchisement? 

Different regiments are engaged. The one from || 
the South takes the front, and has its ranks thinned ʻi 


ranks of its northern associate claims all the |! 
honors, so far as they can be conferred by the 
Federal Government. All the efforts in Congress || 
to prohibit slavery from the Mexican territories 


are made to establish a doctrine—a doctrine under |} 


which southern institutions must not only crumble, | 
but under which southern men must be made to | 
understand, that hereafter they hold their fran- 
chises by sufferance, and that, so far as it regards 
the high Federal honors, they are to be excluded, 
unless they acquiesce in northern affinities, and, 
indeed, unless they acknowledge northern doc- 
trines, and seek preferment through northern in- 
fluence. Can such a Government last? If it can, 
it must be under the influence of an irresponsible 
despotism, sustained by popular professions and 
the yielding facility of ephemeral demagogues. 
Degeneracy and desertion may be the elements of ; 
such results. That calculation has been made 
from high quarters—can I suppose it will not be 
refuted? Justice may obviate the anticipated re- | 
sults to which I have alluded, and [now close with | 
this remark: Gentlemen of the majority, you may | 
presume too much on the name of the Union; you 
have it in your power to preserve it, and if it is 
destroyed, it will be by a blind temerity or by self- 
ish design. I thought I foresaw, and more than 


once have said, that these acquisitions of territory || 


would bring with them the elements of discord, to 
put in jeopardy this Union. Our duty now is to 
look to the future, and not to the past, and the fu- 
ture developments of the country will make an 
eventful history. : 

Mr. BADGER. I desire, sir, to state some 
difficulties which I feel in voting for the instruc- 
tions moved by the honorable Senator from Mis- 
souri, by which the Committee on the Territories 
is to be directed to bring in a bill for the admission 
of the State of California into the Union. Isay 
difficulties, which, as they must now prevent me 
fram supporting those instructions, must also, un- | 
less they can be satisfactorily removed in my | 
mind, prevent me, in any future stage of this pro- 
ceeding, from voting“ for the admission of that 
State. Whatl have to state, Mr. President, has 
been in part referred to by the honorable Senator 
from South Carolina, [Mr. Butter.] And, al- 
though I do not think it at all necessary on this 
occasion to go into the discussion, as he has, of 
this question of slavery, in: which almost every 
subject of discussion which comes under the con- 
sideration of the Senate either begins or ends, yet 
allow me to remark, that, for the difficulty in 
which we all feel ourselves to be involved upon 
this great and agitating subject, which is now 
shaking this Union from one extremity to the 
other—for the serious, almost awful prospect | 
which we have before us of‘danger, either from 
actual disruption, or from the severance of those 
ties of mutual affection and confidence which 
should bind us into one truly united people—let 
me say, that for this I am not responsible. 

The honorable Senator from South Carolina 
(Mr. Burier] says that when this treaty was un- 
der consideration he foresaw the difficulty that 
would grow out of territorial acquisitions. Now, 
sir, if that honorable Senator, and two other gen- | 


ber, foreseeing these same difficulties, and acting 
under the just and natural influence of that fore- 
sight, bad united in the support of the amendment | 
which I myself moved to that treaty, by which all 
acquisitions were to be stricken out, these troubles 
would rever have been upon us. 

Mr. BUTLER. I did not allude to the discas- 
sion or votes upon the treaty, but just before that. 
When the treaty was-before us, the only way to 
get through it was to sign the treaty. We had 
got far enough in before that. What Í wanted was | 
to get out. [Laughter.} 

Mr. BADGER. Well, Mr. President, so far 


= a 
upon: the Senate that, by the acquisition of this 
territory; we were bringing a firebrand into: the 
Union. “Gentlemen will remember it. “I ami- süre 
the Senator from’ Mississippi [Mr Foore] re 
members it. I then said that; notwithstanding the 
opinions I entertained with regard.to the origin’of 
the war, believing, as T then-did—believing I said 
it—that in its origin it was unnecessary, and in ita 
purposes unjust, I would’ rather consent to wage 
that war for ten years than to end it by the acqui- 
sition of any territory which was to produce’ an 
internal disquiet and contest through the ‘whole 
extent of our country. T have no right at all to 
complain of any gentleman upon this floor, who 
| entertained- different opinions with regard to the 
war, because he voted against striking out the ac- 
| quisition of territory, or because he voted for’the 
i acquisition of territory; but surely I had some 
reason to bé surprised, when gentlemen sympathi- 
zing with me in opinian, looking forward to this 
present contest, realizing the necessity for such a 
| course as would avoid it, refused at the moment 
the sanction of their additional votes, which, had 
| they been given, sir, 1 hazard nothing in saying 
that the difficulty we have now to contend with 
would never have been upon this Union—at all 
events not in our day. The vote stood upon :that 
amendment 35 to 15. Two votes taken from the 

35 and added to the 15 would have reduced. the 
| majority voting against striking out to Jess than 
two-thirds, and so have carried the amendment. 
My friend from Georgia (Mr. Berrien did me 
the honor on that occasion to second and. support 
| the views, and to adopt in substance the argument 
I had offered, as his first reason for not being able 
| to®vote for the ratification of the treaty with this 
| acquisition of territory. 

I have no disposition to refer to matters of that 
kind, or to dwell upon them now; and I therefore 
proceed, as I intended when I rose, to state the 
objections which I feel—and strong objections 
they are, sir—to the admission of the State of 
California into this Union at this time and under 
present circumstances, and which must constrain | 
| me to vote against the instructions moved by the 
| honorable Senator from Missouri, [Mr. Benton. } 
| In the first place, sir, it cannot be denied that 
| this application comes before us under circum- 
| stances unprecedented in the history of this coun- 
i| try. Other Territories, it is true, have first moved 
i| in the matter of their admission into the Unions: 
and, without being authorized by a previous act: 
of Congress, have formed a constitution and ap- 
plied for such admission. , But the circumstances 
| were altogether different in many respects. To 
| take a single example—the: State of Michigan. 
That State belonged to a’ territory which had & 
right to admission. “Jt formed a portion of: terri= 
tory which became thé property of the United 
States upon the express condition that it should 
be admitted into this Union. In the next place, 
that was‘an organized territory, and had a territo- 
rial government; and that, inmy view, is a matter 
of vast importance in this question. aan 

What is a territorial government? What is , 
any government? It is an organization of an 
| otherwise unorganized population into a political 
community. It is that which makes of such a 
population an organized body, enabling it to act 
| as one whole, and bringing its several individual 
members, before an unformed mass, into one po- 
litical association, State, or body politic. Et ascer- 
tains what persons among that people represent 
and shall have a right to speak the voice.of the 
whole. Merely being upon a territory gives not 
| necessarily a right to be consulted in the disposi- 
i tions to be made affecting the destinies- ọf the 
| population. The fandamental law of every coun- 
| try, however adopted, satiles in whom the power 
to represent the community shall reside—who 
shall speak the voice of the “community, and say 
that this State, or this political association, wills 
that such and such things. shall be done, by col- 
lecting and declaring, in due form, the public sen- 


timent of the whole. : 
Now, sir, every Territorial Government estab- 


| 
| 


as that matter is concerned, I stand clear of all re- f 
sponsibility. I had nothing to do with getting us į 
into the difficulty. I had nothing to do with the | 
admission of Texas, which resulted in the war, or 
with the acquisition with which the war termi- 
nated. The question upon the treaty was before the 
Senate. I proposed my amendment, and, with 


whatever power I possessed, endeavored to enforce 


f lished by Congress emanates from the sovereign 


and receives an authority over the Terri- 
tory. ‘That sovereign power has a right: to fix 
| laws for its government, has a right to prescribe 
the form and manner, and the only form and man- 
ner, in which it shall be recognized as any other 
than a mere mass of human beings together. By 
this form of government, proceeding from this 


power, 
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sovereignty, is. first defined who has a right to || 
speak. the voice of the Territory; what portion of i 
the inhabitants. shail have the elective franchise, || 
shall choose representatives, who, when chosen |} 
by that, portion, represent the whole community | 
and speak its voice. - In California we have nothing 
of this. Who.chose the representatives? Whence 
did-these who chose them derive the power to 
authorize these representatives to speak the voice 
of the people of California as such? Why, sir, 
without an act of Congress authorizing it, l. can 
conceive of but one way in which such a form can 
be given tothe inhabitants of this Territory, and 
that is by an act of revolution, in which, throw- 
ing off the allegiance of their sovereign, the United | 
States, they think proper to meet together, in their | 
original -and primal character of human beings, 
and say that they will be an organized body with 
such a. form as they think proper. But the pres- 
ent proceeding-is not of that character. The very | 
movement shows that they were throwing them- 
selves upon no such right. But they come here, 
having formed a constitution which they say em- 
bodies the public will of California, and ask that, 
as a State, they may be admitted into this Union. | 
Now, sir, the business of my life as a lawyer has 
inclined me to respect and follow precedents, and 
I always. feel regret when, either needlessly or for 
erera sufficient cause, it becomes necessary in any 
pericular instance to depart from what has been 
the established usage of the nation. I think that 
it is to be regretted that the Congress of the United 
States should ever have departed from the safe po- | 
sition, that in such matters territorial management | 
should follow and not lead the movement of Con- 
gress, and, under any pressure heretofore of cér- 
cumstances, should have yielded their sanction to 
an act by which a Territory assumed to itself, | 
without their previous warrant or invitation, to 
form itself into asovereign State. But, be that as 
it may, | feel a strong repugnance to go still far- | 
ther to introduce a new example, and say that, not 
only without the previous sanction of Congress for 


tharity from Congress for forming the inhabitants 
ofany particular district into a territorial commu- 
nity, for any purpose of government whatever, they 
may voluntarily associate themselves into a polit- 
ical State, adopt whatever rules in their organiza- 
tion they may think proper, and then apply to us 
to recognize them as an existing political commu- 
nity-—a State—and, as such, receive them into this 
Union. 

This, Mr. President, is the first difficulty I have. 
There is another that no gentleman has as yet al- 
luded to. When this Mexican treaty was first | 
submitted to the consideration of the Senate, iti 
contained an article—the ninth article—providing | 
for the admission of these Territories into the 
Union as States as soon as, by the form of the 
Constitution of the United States, that object 
could be accomplished. It was, in other words, 
an exact, or nearly exact, transcript of the provis- 
ions made in the treaties by which we acquired 
Louisiana and Florida. There has scarcely been 
an instance, l imagine, where there was any differ- 
ence at all, in which the Senate was so nearly 
unanimous as against adopting any such provision, | 
Allow me, in order that the matter may be under- 
stood, to eall attention tothe original article, and to | 
the substitute adopted by the Senate. 


The words of the original article, so far as re- || 


lates to this matter, are these: 


pressions were used by them. 


i minds of Senators. 


i have judged of the propriety of it. 
: about that. 


= 

of phraseology, some preference for their own 
mode of expression; butas to the notion that they 
intended to. make any essential alteration in the 
article, that was all a mistake; that, so far as that 
was concerned, they were not in earnest; and that 
the words inserted by the Senate are to have the | 
same meaning as those. words that had been | 
stricken out of the original article. 

Mr. FOOTE {f would remind the Senator that 
no such words were used by the commissioners; 
and he surely would not reflect upon them—one 
of them is dead, the other absent. 

Mr. BADGER. I am aware that no such ex- 
I am not stating or 
undertaking to state what they said, but the inevit- 
able result of what was said. However, I meant | 
not to cast any reflection upon either of the gentle- 
men—none at all; I merely wanted to state what 
would be the result of holding the two provisions 
identical iri meaning. But, independently of that, 
the alteration was a real and substantial one, and 
was so understood by the Senate. The idea that 
the people of these Territories should be admitted 
into the Union with all-the rapidity consistent 
with constituttonal forms, was shocking to the 
It was so stated on this floor; 
and while the Senate was willing that at some fu- 
ture time such admission might take place, there 
was a decided repugnance to tying up the unfet- 
tered judgment and discretion of Congress, 

I have said that this amendment was made with 


| remarkable unanimity. When the vote was taken, 
i there were 49 Senators present, and the amendment 


received a vote of 44 outof the 49; and, sir, | was 
one of those who voted against even this amend- 
ment; for J, as the honorable Senator from Missis- 
sippi [Mr. Foote] remembers well, and other gen- 
tlemen here, was opposed to any stipulations 
which might be presumed to imply even an imper- 
fect obligation to admit at any time. I do not 
know how the four gentlemen were influenced who 
voted upon this question with me. 


admission. The four gentlemen who voted with 
me were Messrs. Batpwiy, Corwin, Hate, and 
Wentser. Now, what are we to understand as 
the fair interpretation of this amended article? 


There is no provision that these Territories shall | 


be admitted as soon as the form of the constitution 
will permit, or when they shall attain a certain 
population. There is nothing resembling the pro- 
| territory by Virginia to the United States, or in 
the treaties by which we acquired Florida and 
Louisiana—nothing at all. They are to be ad- 
mitted at a proper time—to be judged of by whom? 
By the Congress of the United States. Now, sir, 


| it seems to me, the force and effect, the purport and 


design of that is, that Congress was first to move 
in this business; that there should be some mate- 


i rial change or condition of circumstances in the 


future, to be first judged of by Congress, previous 
toa movement for admission. I know that, if we 
admit this State into the Union now, Congress will 
No doubt 
But that article contemplated, I think, 
more than this—a prior, not a subsequent ap- 


i proval, that we should lead, not follow. And if, 
|! without a territorial government, without any 


treaty provision which entitles them to admission, 
without any right in them, perfect or imperfect, to 
ask admission, the act which has been done should 


preserve the character of citizens of the Mexican Republic, 
contorinably with what is stipulated in the preceding article, 
shail be incorporated into the Union of the United States, 
and admitted, as soon as.possible, according to the principles of 
the Federal Constitution, to the enjoyment of all the rights of 
citizens of the United States.” 


The amendment made by the Senate is in these 
words: 


the Constitution.” if 
Now, what was the meaning of this amendment? :! 
Lam very well aware that a certain document, | 
which excited some attention here, called the Pro- 7 
tocol. informed some Mexiean functionaries that, iÍ 
imtrath, the Senate of the United States meant i 
nothing by it; that they had some particular choice ! 


obtain our ratification, and the people of California 


“The Mexicans who, in the Territories aforesaid, shali not || be now received into the Union, we shall, I think, i 
| abandon too much of the authority and control in- 
| tended to be reserved to Congress by thisamended | 
i article. 
These are some of the dificulties that, I con- |! 
! fess, meet me at the threshold. f 


* 


» can be reunited and strength- i 
ened—show me how this practical advantage can 
ensue from admitting California, and, as I love 
this Union, as I look to its preservation with anx- |i 
ous jealousy, and would say with General Jack- Hi 
son that it must be preserved, every previous usage, Hi 
every formal difficulty, every minor consideration ‘| 
will be sacrificed, and give way under the high de- | 


The real sense | 
| of the Senate then was 45 to 4 against immediate 


such a proceeding, but without the previous au- |i 


vision contained in the cession of northwestern | 


mand of that duty which I owe both to the con- 

stituents I fepresent and the great Union of which 

| they form a member. Salus populi will then be 
with me suprema lex. ; 

I owe it to myself, Mr. President, to say that I 
have cautiously avoided alluding to anything con- 
nected with the formation of this California con- 
stitution, except what was necessary to explain 
the objections I feel and have stated to the Senate. 
And I am sorry my friend from South Carolina 
[Mr. BurLer] thought it necessary, in surging, 
strongly as he did, his objections to that measure, 
to cast some reflection—for so I think he must 
have been understood—upon the President of the 
i United States in relation to the formation of this 
constitution. Entertaining the opinions I do, and 
having endeavored to express them frankly and 
fully to the Senate, itis proper and just to say, E 
feel satisfied that that high functionary and noble 
gentleman has done nothing in regard to this trans- 
action but what sprang from the most patriotic 
motives; that he has used no power, no influence 
of this Government, to stifle or control the opin- 
ions, or direct the judgment and efforts of the 
people of California, and made no suggestions 
even to them as to the mode or form in which 
they should establish the constitution under which 
they desire to live. He has done nothing—and I 
confess that 1 cannot see the impropriety of that— 
but to intimate to the pegple his opinion that it 
would be proper, if they desired admission into 
this Union, to form a constitution and ask admis- 
sion, I differ from him in opinion as to the expe 
diency of admitting them under present circum- 
stances, but I do not arrogate to myself any su- 
periority of judgment, . ` 

Mr. BUTLER. Jf the honorable Senator. will 
permit me to make an explanation 

Mr. BADGER. Certainly, sir; certainly. -~ 

Mr. BUTLER. I imputed nothing to the Presi- 
dent. I merely said that I thought that his course 
of policy was rather unfortunate in its results, 

Mr. BADGER. I am glad to hear this expla- 
nation—very glad, indeed. 

Mr. FOOTE. If the honorablé Senator will 
allow me 

Mr, BADGER, Certainly. 

Mr. FOOTE. The honorable Senator seers to 
attach great importance to precedents. Perhaps no 
member of this body is more remarkable for his 
respect for precedents. Will he be obliging enough 
to refer us to any precedent in our former history 
| for the interference of the Executive so far in the 
affairs of California as to recommend to our fellow- 
citizens there that they should proceed to estab- 
lish a State Government? Observe, if you please, 
that I charge no such interference on the part of 
the President myself. I only allude to what the 
| Senator from North Carolina actually confesses to 
have occurred; for I understand him distinctly to 
admit the President did advise the people of Cali- 
fornia to provide for themselves a State organiza- 
tion, I repeat my request to the honorable Sena- 
tor from North Carolina to refer me to a precedent 
for this, if he knows of the existence of one. 

Mr. BADGER, I did not make any confession 
with regard to the President. I know no more of 
what the President has done than the honorable 
Senator from Mississippi knows. All the inform- 
ation I have is contained in the President’s mes- 
sage and the papers accompanying it, called for 
and promptly communicated; and Ï am sure that 
| he told the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth. With regard to precedents; I spoke of 
those which should govern in matters of legisla- 
| tion, with which I am concerned in the halls of 
Congress. 


| I desire, Mr. President, to keep this subject 


i entirely clear from the topics that may embarrass 


the just exercise of our judgment and understand- 


ing; and I take this occasion to say that if the 
objections which Ihave stated did not exist or can 
be removed, and if other objections which I had 
to the early admission of these Territories into the 
Union, independently of those I have stated, and 
which I had when the treaty wag ratified, which 


1850. 


> 


‘GLOBE. 


I felt then strongly, and have continued to feel'since, 
were removed, I should not feck myseif at liberty 
to govern my vote for the admission of that State 
by any consideration as to the form of govern- 
ment they have adopted. TF fully recognize that 
when any people, properly assembling under the 
laws of the United States, form a constitution and || 
government for themselves, they are the only au- 
thority on earth which has a right to determine 
the particular mode in which the internal affairs of |; 
the new State shall be ‘administered. Congress |; 
tay, and, indeed, is bound to require that the |) 
constitution be republican. This is the only au- 
thority of supervision, the only restriction upon 
the full authority of the State; that she shall not 
introduce into our system any monarchial or aris- 
. tocratic elements, which are uncongenial with our |) 
institutions, and might disturb the harmonious |, 


operation of the Government. Lhavestated thediffi- |; 
culties that have pressed apon my mind. | accord |: 
fully with the honorable Senator from Missouri i 
{Mr. Benrox] that this is a large subject, and that |; 
it should be fully and properly considered, and ; 
with the honorable Senator from South Carolina | 
Mr. Burier] that we should all make known 
whatever objections, or difficulties, or opinions we 
have. And J assure honorable Senators that, so 
faras T havé stated my difficulties, 1 kave stated 
them frankly, am open to truth, and shall willingly 
receive and act upon any information or argument 
which may expose my ercors, if into errors l have 
fallen. 

Mr. WEBSTER. ido not propose at present 
to go into any extended remarks upon this pro- 
foundly important matter. My purpose mainly is 
to concur in the sentiments of the honorable mem- 
ber from Missouri and the honerable member from | 
South Carolina in the propriety of giving to this 
subject, under this motion—and it may as well be 
done under this motion as under any other—a 
cool, calm, and deliberate consideration and dis- 
cussion in the Senate. Itis a question that agitates | 
the whole country. It is a question in which all | 
portions of the country take a very deep interest; 
and, so far as Í am concerned, itis a question that 


| 


t 
} 
| 
t 
i 
| 
j 
i 
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will receive from mea dispassionate, cool, calm, and |: 


thorough examination. T do rot mean to say that 
Ishall myself give it a thorough examination; I | 
can only promise that, for myself, J mean to con- | 
sider it calmly, deliberately, an 
hensive regard, as faras I am able, to the entire 
interests of the whole country. E think, sir, that 
it was a very appropriate suggestion on the part of 
the honorable member from Missouri, whose par- 
ticular motion is now under consideration, that the 
motion should take the ordinary and deliberate 
course of discussion in the Senate which its great 
importance demands, and that every member of 
the Senate shali have an opportunity to deliberate 
upon it, and to express his opinion, the result of 
such deliberation. Ido not wish to intimate any 
purpose of immediately addressing the Senate; per- 
haps I may do so in the, further progress of the 
question. And [ take occasion, since I am up, to. 
say that Lam exceedingly gratified with the fair- 
ness and candor with which iny friend, the honor- 
able member from North Carolina, has expressed 
himself upon this subject. He has stated the 
difficulties which he thinks deserve the consider- 
ation of the Senate, but which he does not under- 
take to say are absolutely insuperable, and there- 
fore he holds himself with an open and candid 
mind to receive and consider any answer that may 
be given. This is fair, manly, patriotic. [agree 
that there are difficulties. T agree that the case is 
without any exact precedent in the legislation of 
this country; and i hope that, if I may not, others 
may be able to satisfy my friend that those difficult- 
ies are not altogether insuperable; feeling that itis 
our duty on this occasion to consider the case as a 
case that is without precise precedent, and to apply: | 
to itthe clearest analogies, the closest resemblances, 
and the best settled principles of action in the | 
ractice of government as well aswe may be able. |! 
[n that spirit, sir, it will be, if I say anything at 
all, that I shall say it. And for the present I shall 
answer my purpose by saying that I concur en- 
tirely in the course suggested by the two honor- | 
able gentlemen on the other side of the chamber, 
to whom I have alluded, and in the opinion that |; 
it would be proper, and just, and reasonable that į; 
this motion should 
ber of the Senate 


| 


| 
i 
i 
| 
l 


| tremes of the Union, and they went like the Siam- 


gether; they were never separated. 


| boundary. 
l 
i 
H 


d with a compre- |! 


| entertainment that she is entitled to; that we shall 


| unoccupied, and we can then turn our attentiq@n | 


be hastened to no immediate $ 
i 


offer such argument as he may deem proper to 
offer on the general subject. . 

Mr. HALE. I have but a word to say on this 
subject. There has been something said about 
precedents. I think, as far as regards one step in 
the progress of this question, we are not without 
precedents. And, therefore, I think I may appeal 


si 


i with confidence to the honorable Senator from 


North Carolina to give to his vote the line of 
precedent. The precedent I refer to is this: Some 
four or five years ago there were two exciting | 


i questions which agitated the public mind of this 
country; and, sir, it may produce a smile when I |i 


mention them. They were “Texas” and “ Ore- 
gon.” They were situated at the different ex- | 
Í 
ese twins, through the Presidential election, to- 
Well, sir, 


; they were rather embarrassing, but when the elec- 


tion was over, and when we came into Congress į 


i to settle these questions, these two loving sisters 
had to separate, and Oregon had to wait in the || 


cold latitude of 54° 40° until Texas had been dis- 


then; there was no conjunction proposed then. 


Í Texas did not have to stay out until the case of | 


her sister Oregon had been inquired into. 
Mr. FOOTE. Does the honorable Senator un- 
dertake to say that in the course of the Presiden- 


‘tial canvass any man in the United States argued 


that Oregon should be admitted into the Union as 
aState? I supposed it was a mere question of 


Mr. HALE. I believe it was asserted in the 
newspapers of the day, and at a certain famous | 
| convention, that Texas ought to be annexed, and 
! Oregon ought to be—— 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. Reoccupied. 

Mr. HALE. Yes, sir, thatis it. The onere- 
annexed, and the other reoccupied. They were 
| for getting Texas and Oregon; and in the North | 
they grew exceedingly warm about it. No man 


of Oregon with it. 
at 54° 40', but went to 54° 49! or fight. 

believe, was the resolution of the State of 
Maine. 


Severan Senators. To 54° 40’. 

Mr. HALE. No, sir, to 54° 49", That was it. 
Mr. HAMLIN. I believe that the State of 
' Maine did not go up quite so high as that in 
i any action of theirs. It was a mistake of the 
| printer. 

| Mr. HALE. Well, printers make a good many 
| mistakes. But let that pass. The precedent to 
| which I desired to call the attention of the Senator 
| was the entire separation of these two questions, 
| Texas and Oregon. And here I believe 1 can call 
| upon the Senator from North Carolina to go with 
| us, as here is a precedent —here is, as lawyers say, 
! antique via legis—one of the old cow-paths of the | 
‘law that we walked in long ago. I hope that we 
: shall take California by herself, and give her the 


| question 
| not ai 
| That, 


do full and ample justice to California, and when 
we have got her safely taken care of as Texas was, 
then. we shall have our hands clear and our minds 


to New Mexico and dispose of her; then to Des- 
eret, and then to San Jacinto, because this comes 
next in order. 1 object to mingling all these to- 
edent. Sir, Í too was brought 
respect precedents, but I like 
than old ones, especially if | 
The Senator from North 
J have shown him | 


posed of. There was no considering of Oregon || 


| could stand up in the northern States to advocate |; 
‘the admission of Texas without connecting the || 
And, sir, they did || 


i} must overrule the point of order. 


at 


shire did ‘not design to make a serious argument,, 
but only to amuse us with his usual wit. eo 
Mr. CLEMENS. I have nota great deal to say: 
upon this question, but I’ desire to address ‘to the 
Senate a few remarks in regard to it, and if, it: be: 
agreeable to Senators I will move. that its further 
consideration be postponed until Mondry next... . 
Mr. DOWNS.. It will be remembered that 
there is a special. order for Monday... I propose 
that this be postponed until Tuesday. ee 
The motion to postpone until Tuesday was 
agreed to.. 
On motion, it was ordered that when the Senate 
adjourns it adjourn to mect on Monday next. 
On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE. GF REPRESENTATIVES. 
. Monpay, February 18, 1850. 
The Journal of Friday was read and approved. 
à RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD rose to inquire of the 
Speaker what was the regular order of business 
for this day ? 

The SPEAKER said, it was the-call of the 
States for resolutions. : RO 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD called for the regular or- 
der of business. ith 

The SPEAKER then proceeded to: call .the 
States and Territories for resolutions, commencing 
in the reverse order thereof, with the Territory of 
Minnesota; when Oe 

Mr. SIBLEY gubmitted the following resolu- 
f tion, which was read and adopted, viz: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Publie Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of granting to<the 
| Territories of Minnesota and Oregon an amount of Hand 
equal to two townships each, for the support ofa university 
in each of said Territories. 

Mr. PHŒNIX asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to present certain joint resolutions 
of the Legislature of New York. 

Objection was made. 
| Mr. PHOSNIX asked that 
; might be read for information. ne 
|| ‘The SPEAKER said the State of New York 
l| had not yet been called. x 
|! Objection having been made, the resolutions 
l: were neither received nor read. : 
i Mr. MeCLERNAND moved thatthe rules be 
|| suspended, and that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
for the purpose of resuming the consideration of 
the President’s Message. i 

The SPEAKER stated the question. A 

Mr. DUER rose to a question of order. “When< 
ever the States were called ‘for resolutions; (he 
said,) the attainment: of that object was almost 
always frustrated upon resolutiort day by motions’ 
made by gentlemen to suspend the rules. ; 

Mr. McCLERNAND called the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Duer} to order. f $ 

Mr. DUER said he was stating his pointof or- 
der. It was this—that after the call of the States: 
for resolutions had been commenced, no, gentle- 
man had a right to the floor for any purpose, uns 
less his State were called; and that the Chair had 
ne right to assign him the floor when any gehtle- 

hich had been called was an 


the resolutions 


i} 
if 
| 
H x 


i 
i 
i 
i 


| 
f 


man from a State w 
applicant for it. 
The SPEAK 
i versal practice oft the Fou 
‘lieved there had been no excep 


ER said, that according to the uni- 
se, to which it was be- 
tion, the Chair 

The Chair had 


| no doubt on the point. 
So the point of order was overruled. Tina 
The question then recurred and was taken on. 


admission. 
ting Texas and Oregon together as tw 
wards separating the loving sisters, and leaving 
one of them in the cold regions of the North unpro- 
: vided for, I confess I am ata loss to discover. But 


| 


decision, but that every mem! ena 
should have- time and opportunity afforded him to 


| I suppose the honorable Senator from New Hamp- 


i the motion of Mr. 


no 


| 


McCriernanps and the vote 
and the Spraxer having an- 
eit 

Hers; ‘who: 


| having been taken, 
unced that the noes appeared to have 
| Mr. McCLERNAND called. for te 
were refused. 

i, So the House refused- 
i the Whole on the state o 


CALIFORNIA. 


r. DOTY offered the following resolution, 
e demanded the previous question: 

‘at the Committee on Territories be instruct- 
port a bilt providing forthe admission of 
Union on an equal footing with theori- 
the boundaries and limits defined in the 
hich was communi- 


to go. into Committee of 
f the Union. 


M 
upon which h 


H ginal States 
|| Constitution 
cated to the Hou 
dent of the United 
said bill to embrace no subject or matter re 
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tory without said limits of the proposed State of Califor- 
hia o o i 
` The resolution having been read— 
Mr: INGE moved that it be faid upon the table. 
Messrs. WENTWORTH and GOTT demand- 
ed the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 7 
"Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, called for the 
reading of the resolution, which was.again read. 
“Mr. KAUFMAN. Irise toa question of order. 
My point is this: The constitution of California, 
with the message of the President communicating 
, the same, has already, by an order of this: House, 
been referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. “Now, sir, | deny that the 
resolution, just submitted by the gentleman from 
Wisconsin [Mr. Dory] isin order, without first 
reconsidering the vote-sending the constitution of 
California‘and the message to the Committee of. 
the Whole.» The House has not the power to 
refer the same subject to two different committees 
at ihe same time. This question has passed out 
of the control of the House, by being referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and can only be reached by a motion to 
discharge said committee from the further consider- 
ation of that subject. 

The SPEAKER overruled the point of order, 
remarking that the question was one for the House 
to consider in acting upon the resolution, and not 
for the Chair to decide. 

Mr. INGE. Before the vote is taken on my 
motion to lay the resolution on the table, I move 
that there be acall of the House. . 

‘Mr. McLANE suggested to the gentleman from 


H. Stanton, A. B. Stephens, Thomas, Jacob. Thompson, 


ton, Outlaw, Owen, Parker, Powell, Robbins, Savage, 
Seddon, Shepperd, Stanly, Frederick Py Stanton, Richard 


Jolin B. ‘Thompson, Toombs, Venable, Wallace, Watkins, 
Williams, aud Woodward—70. mon 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Allen, Baker, 
Bennett, Bingham, Bisse}, Booth, Briggs, Brooks, Wiliam 
J. Brown, Buel, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B, Butler, 
Joseph Cable, Campbell, Carter, Chandler, Clark, Cleveland, 
Cole, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Dickey, Dimmick, Doty, H 
Duer, Duncan, Dunham, Dufkee, Nathan Evans, Fitch, 
Fowler, Freedley, Fuller, Gentry, Gerry, Giddings, Gilmore, 
Goodenow,; Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halioway, Harlan, 
Thomas L. Harris, Hay, Hebard, Henry, Hoagland, Houston, 
Howe, Hunter, Jackson, Daniel P. King, George G. King, 
James G. King, John. A. King, Preston King, Leffler, Lit- | 
Uefield, Horace Mann, Job Mann, Mason, Matteson, Me- 
Cleriland, McDonald, MeGaughey, MeKissoek, McLanahan 
Meacham, Moore, Nelson, Ogle, Olds, Utis, Peaslee, Peck, 


The SPEAKER, The Chair thinks not. 

Mr. JONES. I should like to hear the reasons. 

The SPEAKER. If it were otherwise, mo- 
tions might be made one after another, and the 
House might be kept voting upon repeated ques- 
tions of motions to exeuse, and so forth, when a 
majority of the House were in favor of adjourn- 
ing. The Chair decides that, pending the motion 
to adjourn, no other question can be put. As 
many as are in favor, of adjourning will, when 
your names are called, answer “*Aye;” those of 
the contrary opinion will, when your names are 
ealled, answer ‘No. The Clerk will cali the roll. 

And the question, «* Will this House adjourn ?”” 
was taken and decided in the negative—yeas 43, 


Phenix, Pitman, Potter, Putnain, Reynolds, Richardson, 


Seheuck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Silvester, Spalding, | 
Sprague, Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, { 
Taylor, James Thompson, William Thompson, Thurinan, 
Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Walden, Waldo, Wentworth, | 
White, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wilmot, Wilson, Winthrop, 
Wood, and Young—321, 


not be laid upon the table. 

[Mr. Hammton declined voting to-day, 
that he had paired off with Mr. Reep.] 

The question then recurred on the demand for 
the previvus question. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, said he desired 
to give notice that if the previous question was | 
not sustained, he should ask that certain instruc- 
tions which he desired might be read for informa- 
tion, should be sent to the committee. 

The SPEAKER. The instructions can be read | 


stating l 


Alabama [Mr, Ince] to withdraw the motion to 
‘lay on the table, because if the previous question 
was not seconded the resolution would go over by 
the rule. 

Mr. INGE said he did not want the resolution 
togo over, > . 

‘ "The question was then taken on the motion that 
there be a call of the House, and was decided in 
the affirmative—ayes 85, noes not counted, 

So a call of the House was ordered. 

- The Clerk called the roll, and then called over 
the names of the absentees, 

The SPEAKER announced that 186 members 
had answered to their names. 

And the SPEAKER thereupon directed the 
doors of the Hall to be closed, and said that ex- 
cuses for absent membera would be received, 

_ Mr. INGE moved that all further proceedings 
on the call be suspended. 

And the question having been taken and decided 
in the affirmative, all further proceedings on the 
call were dispensed with. 

The question then recurred on the motion of 
Mi: Incx, that the resolution be laid upon the ta- 

e. 

The resolution having been again read— 

Mr. CLARK asked if it would be in order to 
call for the reading of the boundaries ? 

The SPEAKER said that the reading would 
not be in order except by unanimous consent, nor 
was the Chair aware that the boundaries were be- 
fore the House. 

The Cuerg proceeded to call the roll, and one 
member had answercd-to his name, when— 

_ Mr. McCLERNAND inquired whether it was 
` In order for him to give notice of his intention to 
offer an amendment to the resolution? 

The SPEAKER. Itis not in order. 

Mr. McCLERNAND asked that the amend- 
ment which he proposed to offer might be read for 
information. 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order. 
of the roll has been commenced, and a 
has answered to his name. 

Mr. McCLERNAND said he was upon the 
floor and had addressed the Speaker before any 
answer had been given, 

The SPEAKER said the proposed amendment 
could only be read by unanimous consent, 


The call 
member 


Objection having been made, the amendment was 
not read, 

The roll was then called through, and the vote 
was declared to be—yeas 70, nays 121; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alston, Anderson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
Bayly, Beate, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Breck, Albert G, 
Brown, Burt, G. A. Caldwell, J. P. Catiwell, Clingman, 
Williamson R. W. Gobb, Daniel, Deberry, Edmandson, 
Ewing, Featherston, Green, Hall, T. G. Harris, S. W. Harris, 
Haymond, Hilliard, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, Andrew John- 
son, J. L Johuson, R. W, Jobnson, Jones, Kanfman,Kerr,La 


Sere, McDowell, R. M: McLane, P. B. McLean, McQueen, 


MeWillie, Meade, Miller, Millson, Morehead, Morse, Mor- 


if no objection is made. 

Mr. CARTER objected. 

So the instructions were not read. They are 
as follows: ' 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Territories be instrneted 
to inquire what ageney the President of the United States 
or any member of the Cabinet had in prompting the people 
of California to exclude siavery from said Territory; wheth- 
er T. Butter King, W. Cary Jones, Jobu C. Frémont, or any 
other person acting or assuming 10 act as agent for the Gov- 
erument at Washington, directly or indirectly, communi- 
cated the wishes of the President or Cabinet on the subject 
of slavery exclusion in California ; and whether any person 
acting or assuming to act or speak for the Government akj 
Washington, intimated to the people of Califoruja that to 
exclude slavery would facilitate their admission into the | 
Union as a State; and for this purpose the committee have 
power to send tur persous and papers. 

The question then again recurred on the demand | 
for the previous question. 

Mr. ROOT called for tellers, who were ordered; 
(and Messrs. Roor, of Ohio, and Ewine, of Ten. 
nessec, were appointed.) 

And the vote, having been taken, stood ayes 98, 
noes 72. 

So there was a second to the demand for the | 
previous question, 

And the question then was, “Shall the main 
question be now taken ?”’ 

Mr. JONES asked the yeas and nays on that 
question. 

Mr. INGE moved that the House do now ad- 
journ, and asked the yeas and nays. 

Mr. JONES asked to be excused from voting. 

Mr. JONES, and Mr. BROWN of Mississippi, 
asked the yeas and nays on that motion. 

Mr. McCLERNAND asked the gentleman 
from Alabama [Mr. Ixcr] to withdraw the 
motion to adjourn, to enable him (Mr. C.) to 
move that the Ffouse resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. INGE declined to withdraw the motion to | 
adjourn; and renewed his demand for the yeas and | 
bays on that motion. | 

‘The SPEAKER proceeded toascertain whether i 
the requisite number seconded the demand for the | 
yeas and nays; and it appeared that forty-five had | 
voted in favor thereof. * 

, So the yeas and nays were ordered. 


Risley, Robinson, Rockwell, Root; Rose, Sackett, Sawtelle, -<| 


} 
So the House decided that the resolution should | 
{ 


li Howard, Hubbard, Inge, And 


nays 155; as follows: 
i YEASS—Messrs. Alston, Ashe, Averett, Beate, Bowdon, 
i Breck, A. @. Brown, Burt, Colcock, Daniel, Edmundson, 

Featherston, Sampson W. Harris, Hiliard, Howard, Hub- 
| bard, Inge, James L. Johnson, Robert W. Johuson, Jones, 
i Kerr, La Sére, McDowell, Robert M. McLane, McMullen, 
; McQueen, MeWillie, Meade, Milson, Morehead, Morse, 
: Owen, Parker, Powell, Seddon, Alexander H. Stepbens, 

Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Toombs, Venable, Wailace, 
Wiliams, and Woadward—43. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alberison, Alexander, Allen, Anderson, 
Andrews, Baker, Bay, Bayly, Bennett, Bingham, Bissell, 
Booth, Bowlin, Boyd, Briggs, Brooks, William J. Brown, 
Buel, Burrows, Chester Butler, ‘Tuomas B. Butler, B. Care 
rington Cabell, Joseph Cable, G. A. Caldwell, Joseph P. 
Caldwell, Campbell, Carter, Chandler, Clark, Cleveland, 
i Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cole, Conger, Corwin, 
Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Dimmick, Doty, Duer, Duncan, 
Dunham, Durkee, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Ewing, 
Fitch, Fowler, Freedicy, Fuller, Gentry, Gerry, Giddings, 
Gilmore, Gnodenow, Gott, Gould, Green, Grinnell, Hall, 
| Halloway, Hampton, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, Thomas L. 
! Harris, Hay, Qaymond, Hebard, Henry, Hoagland, Houston, 
Howe, Huater, Jackson, Andrew Johnson, Julian, Kaute 
man, Daniel P. King, George G, King, Jas. G. King. Jolin A. 
King, Preston King, Leffler, Littlefield, Horace Mann, Job 
| Mann, Marshall, Mason, Matteson, MeClernand, McDonald, 
| MeGanghey, McKissoek, MecLanahan, Finis B. McLean, 
Meacham, Miller, Moore, Morton, Nelson, Ogle, Olds, Otis, 
Outlaw, Peasiee, Peck, Phoenix, Pitman, Potter, Putnam, 
Reynolds, Richardson, Risley, Robbins, Robinson, Root, 
Rose, Sackett, Savage, Sawtelle, Schenck, Schermerhorn, 
! Schooleraft, Shepperd, Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, Stanly, 
| Frederiek P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Thaddeus Ste- 
| vens, Stetson. Strong, Sweetser, Taylor, Jahn B. Thomp- 
| son, William Thompson, Thurman, Underhill, Van Dy ke, 
Vinton, Walden, Waldo, Watkins, Wellhorn, Wentworth, 
; White, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wilmot, Wilson, Winthrop, 
» Wood, and Younz—155. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The question then again recurred, “Shall the 
main question be now taken?” 

Mr. McCLERNAND again moved that the 
| rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. INGE demanded the 
| were ordered, 
| Mr. GIDDINGS rose to a point of order. He 
desired to know if the previous question had not 
| been ordered. 

The SPEAKER. The demand for the previous 
question has been seconded., 

_ Mr. GIDDINGS. Seconded? 

; Inquire whether it is in order to m 

_ the rules after the demand for the 

| tion has been seconded ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the 

; motion is in order when it is to suspend the rules 
for the purpose of gomg into Committee of the 

Whole on the state of the Union, after the previous 

question has been seconded, 

_ The question, “Will the House resolve itself 

| Into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 

| Union?” was then taken and decided in the nega- 

; tive—yeas 86, nays 109; as follows: 


YEAS—Mess Alston, Anderson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
| Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Breek, Al- 
| bert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Burt, E. C. Cabcil, 
i George A. Caldwell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Clingman, W. R. 
W. Cobb, Coleock, Conrad, Daniel, Deberry, Edmundson, 
Ewing, Featherston, Gentry, Green, Hall, Isham G. Harris, 
| Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L, Harris, Hayınond, Hilliard, 
rew Johnson, James L. John- 
| son, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, Kerr, La Sére, 


yeas and nays, which 


I then wish to 
ove to suspend 
previous ques- 


Mr. JONES. I ask to be excused from voting, | 
Mr. COBB, of Alabama. I ask the yeas and | 
nays. ! 


he SPEAKER said that on a motion to ad- f 
journ a question to be excused from voting could || 
not be taken. il 

Mr. JONES. Not before the question is taken? HT 
The SPEAKER. No motion can be put while | 
the motion to adjourn is pending. i 
eae JONES. "I appeal from the decision of the li 
air. ji 
_ The SPEAKER. Whilst a motion to adjourn |i 
is pending, no question can come before the House. | 
Mr. JONES. Can I not appeal? 


1 


li 


j; McWillie, Meade, Miller, Millson, Morel 


i Job Mann, Marshall, MeCiernand, McDowell, MeLanatian, 
) Robert M. McLane, Finis B. McLean, McMullen, McQueen, 
sead, Morse, Mori 
ton, Orr, Outlaw, Parker, Phelps, Powell, Richardson, Rob- 
bins, Savage, Seddon, Shepperd, Stanly, Frederick P, Stan- 
ton, Richard H. Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, Thomas, 
Jacob Thompson, John B. Thompson, Toombs, Venable, 
Wallace, Watkins, Wellborn, Williams, Woodward, and 
Young—&6. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Allen, Andrews, 
Baker, Bennett, Bingham, Booth, Briggs, Brooks, Buel, 
Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. Buuer, Joseph Cable, 
Calvin, Campbell, Carter, Chandler, Clark, Cleveland, 
Cole, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Dickey, Dimmick, Daty, 
Duer, Dunean, Dunham, Durkee, A. Evans, N. uva s, Fitch, 
Fowlcr, Freediey, Fuller, Gerry, Giddings, Goodenow, Gou, 
Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Harlan, Hay, Hebard, 
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Henry, Hoagland, Houston, Howe, Hunter, Jackson, Julian, 
D. P. King, George G. King, James G. Ring, John A. King; 
Preston King, Livdefield, H. Mann, Matteson, McGaughey, 
McKissock, Meacham, Moore, Nelson, Ole; Oids, Ous, 
Pea-lee, Peek, Phoenix, Pitinan, Potter, Putnam, Reynolds, 
Risley, Robiuson, Rockwell, Root, Sawtelle, Schenck, 
Schermerhorn, »«booleraf:, Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, 
T. Stevens, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Taylor, William 
Thompson, Thurman, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Wal- 
den, Waldo, Wentworth, White, Whittlesey, Wildrick, 
Wilmot, Wilson, Winthrop, and Wood—L09. 


So the House refused to. go into Committee of 
the Whole on the state-of the Union. {i 

The question then again recurred on ordering 
the main question to be taken on the adoption of 
the resolution. 

Mr. JONES moved that the resdlution be laid 
upon the table, and asked the yeas and nays. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. l move 
that this House adjourn. 1 am willing either to 
go into committee, or to adjourn—either one or 
the other—though I should prefer to go into com- 
mittee, 


The SPEAKER. No remarks are in order. 
The Chair must enforce the rules. Gentlemen 
will take their seats, that order may be restored 
in the hall. 


Mr. INGE demanded the yeas and nays on the 
motion to adjourn. 

Forty-five members voted in favor of the yeas 
and nays; so they were ordered. F 

The question, “ Shall this House adjourn?” was 
then taken and decided in the negative—yeas 52, 
nays 137; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Alston, Ashe, Averett, Bayly, Beale, 
Bowdon, Albert G. Brown, Burt, E. ©. Cabell, Clingnian, 
Coteoek, Conrad, Daniel, Featherston, Isham G. Harris, 
Sampson W. Harris, Haymond, Hilliard, Howard, Hubbard, 
Inge, James L. Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kerr, 
La Sére, McDowell, McLanahan, Robert M. McLane, Mc- 
Muilen, McQueen, MeWillie, Meade, Milison, Morehead, 
Morse, Morton, Orr, Outlaw, Parker, Powell, Seddon, F. 
P. Stanton, Richard HeStanton, A. H. Stephens, Thomas, 
Jacob Thompson, Jobn B. ‘Thompson, Venable, Wallace, 
Williams, aud Wood ward—s2. 

NAYsS—Mesers. Athertsou, Alexander, Allen, Anderson, 
Andrews, Bay, Bennett, Bingham, Bissell, Booth, Bowlin, 
Boyd, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, William J. Brown, Buel, 
Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butter, Joseph Cable, 
George A. Caldwell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Campbell, Carter, 
Chandler, Clark, Clevelaud, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cole, 
Jonger, Corwin, Deberry, Dickey, Dimmick, Doty, Duer, 
Duncan, Dunham, Durkee, Alex. Evans, Nathan Evans, 
Ewing, Fitch, Fowler, Freedley, Fuiler, Gentry, Gerry, 
Giddings, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Green, Grinnell. Hall, 
Halloway, Hampton, Haraison, Harlan, Thomas L. Harris, 
Hay, Hebard, Henry, Hibbard, Hoagland, Houston, Howe, 
Bunter, Jackson, Andrew Johnson, Jutian, Kaufman, D. 
P. King, George G. King, James G. King, Jobn A. King, 
Preston King, Leffler, Liuleficid, Horace Mann, Job Manu, 
Marshall, Mason, Matteson, McKissock, Meacham, Milter, 
Moore, Ozle, Olds, Otis, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Phoenix, 
Pitman, Potter, Patnam, Reynolds, Richardson, Ristey, Rob- 
bins, Robinsou, Rockwell, Root, Rose, Sackett, Savage, 
Sawtelle, Sehenck, Schermerhorn, Schooteraft, Shepperd, 
Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, Stanly, Thaddeus Stevens, 
Stetson, Strong, Sweerser, Taylor, William ‘Thompson, 
Tharman, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Walden, Waldo, 
Watkins, Wentworth, White, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wil- 
mot, Wilson, Winthrop, Wood, and Young—137. 


So the House refused to adjourn. 


Mr. McCLERNAND moved that the rules be 
suspended, and that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. JONES demanded the yeas and nays, but 
withdrew the demand, . 

Mr. CARTER renewed it. , s 

The SPEAKER counted the affimatives and 
declared the number to be 28: (not enough.) 

Tellers were asked and ordered; and Messrs. 
McLane, of Maryland, and Kine, of Rhode 
Island, were appointed. : 

The question was then again taken, and the 
affirmative vote was declared to be 51. So the 
yeas and nays were ordered. 

And the question, ‘(Will the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union?” was then taken and decided in 
the negative—yeas 81; nays 110; as follows: 

YBAS—Messrs. Alston, Anderson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bowdon, Breck, Albert G. Brown, 
Winiam J. Brown, Burt, E. C. Cabell, George Alfred Cald- 
well, J. P. Caldwell, Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb, 
Coleock, Daniel, Deberry, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, 
Green, Hal, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas 
L. Barris, Haymond, Hillard, Hoimes, Howard, Hubbard, 
Inge, Andrew Johnson, James L. Johnson, R. W. Johnson, 
Jones, Kanfman, Kerr, La sère, Lefer, J. Mann, Marshall, 
Mason, MeClernaud, McDowell, Meuanahan, Robert M. 
McLane, MeQaven, McWillic, Meade, Miller, Millson, 
Morehead, Morse, Morton, Orr, Outlaw, Owen, Parker, 
Phelps, Powell, Robbins, Savage, Seddon, Shepperd, F. P. 
Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, A. H. Stephens, Thomas, 
Jacob Thompson, Jum B. Thompson, Toombs, Venable, 


Toeh, paking Wellborn, Williams, Woodward,. and 
NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Ajpzander, Allen, Andrews, 


Baker, Bennett, Bingham, Baou, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, | 


Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butier, Joseph Cable, Campbell, 


Carter, Chandler, Clark, Cievetand, Cole, Conger, Corwin, è 
Crowell, Dimmick, Doty, Buer, Durkee, Alexander Evans, ; 


Nathan Evans, Fitci, Fowler, Freediey, Fuller, Gerry, į 
Giddings, Gilmore, Goodenow, Goti, Gouid, Grinnell, Hae 
lòway, Hampton, Hay, Hebard, Heury, Hoaglaud, Howe, 
Hunter, Jacksun, Julian, Daniel P. King, George G. King, 
James G. King, Johu A. Kiug, Preston King, Littteiicta, 
Horace Mann, Matteson, McDonald, McGaughey, McKis- 
soek, Meacham, Moore, Nelson, Ogle, Oids, Otis, beasive, 
Peck, Phænix, Piunan, Potter, Putnam, Reynolds, Risiey, 
Robinson, Rockwell, Root, Rose, Sackett, Sawtelle, 
Schenck, Schermertioru, Schoolerati, Siivesier, Spalding, 
Sprague, Stanly, ‘Chad. Stevens, Steton, Suong, Sweetser, 
Taylor, Wu. Thompson, Thurman, Underbill, Van Dyke, 
Vinton, Walden, Waido, Welborn, Westwortb, White, 
Whituesey, Wildrick, Wilmot, Wilson, Winuirop, aud 
Wood--110. i 

[Before the above vote was announced, Mr. 
Harran, who was without the bar when his 
name was called, desired to record his vote. He 
stated that he would have voted in the negative if 
he had been present. The privilege of recording 
his vote was not granted.] 

So the House refused to go into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. i 

Mr. VENABLE moved that the House do now 
adjourn, and asked the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered, and being taken were—yeas 55, nays 131; 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messts. Alston, Averett, Bayly, Beale, Bowdon, 
Albert G. Brown, Burt, E. C. Cabell, Chingman, Colcock, 
Daniel, Deberry, Edmund-on, Featherston, Green, Isham G. 
Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Hilliaid, Holmes, Howard, 
Hubbard, Inge, R. W. Jounson, Joues, Kautman, Kerr, La 
sare, Mason, McDowell, McMutien, McQueen, Me Willie, 
Meale, Millsun, Morehead, Morse, Morum, Orr, Quuaw, 
Owen, Parker, Powell, Seddon, Stanly, Frederick P. Stan- 
ton, Richard B. Stanton, Thomas, Jacob ‘Thompson, J.B. 
Thompson, ‘loombs Venable, Wallace, Wellborn, Wil- 
liams, and Woodward—55. = 


NAYS—Messrs. Alberton, Alexander, Allen, Anderson, 
Andews, Bay, Bepnett, Binghim, Bissell, Booth, Bowlin, 
Briggs, Brooks, William J. Brown, Bucl, Burrows, Chester 
Butler, Thomas B. Buu: r, J. Cable, George Alfred Caldwell, 
Joseph P. Caldwell, Carter, Chandier, Clark, Cleveland, 
Wiihtamson R. W. Cobh, Cote, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, 
Dimmick, Doty, Duer, Duncan, Dunham, Durkee, Alexander 
Evans, Nathan Evans, Ewing, Fuch, Fowler, Frecdicy, 
Fuller, Gentry, Gerry, dings, Gilmore, Goodcnow, Gott, 
Gould, Grinnell, Hall, Halloway, Hamptou, Harlan, Thomas 
L, Harris, Hay, Hayimoud, Hebard, Henry, Hoagland, Howe, 
Hunter, Jackson, Andrew Johnson, Jutian, Daniel P. King, 
James G. King, John A. King, Preston King, Letter, Litde- 
field, Horace Mann, Job Manu, Marsiail, Matteson, Me- 
Clernand, McDonald, McGaughey, McKis-ock, McLauaban, 
Meacham, Miller, Moore, Nelson, Ugle, Olds, 3, Peaslee, 
Phelps, Phenix, Piuwan, Potter, Reynolds, Ristey, Robbins, 
Roisinson, Rockwell, Root, Rose, Sackett, Savage, Sawtelle, 
Schenck, Schernmerhorny Schoulcrait, Shepard, Silvester, 
Spalding, Sprague, ‘Chaddeus Stephens, Stetson, Strong, 
Sweetser, Taylor, Wm. Thompson, Thurman, Undertill, 


Vinton, Watden, Waldo, Watkins, Wentworth, White, | 


Whittlesey, Wiidrick, Wilmot, Wilson, Winthrop, Wood, 
and Young—l3T 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. JONES moved that the rules be suspended, 
and that the House regolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CARTER demanded the yeas and nays on 
the motion. 

Twenty-five members voted to second the de- 
mand: (not enough.) 

Mr. JONES ‘asked for tellers, who were or- 


dered, (and Messrs. Harris, of Tennessee, and 
Evan’, of Ohio, were appointed.) 

The affirmative vote was then taken and de- 
clared to be 58. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

And the question, ‘¢ Will the ‘House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union?” was then taken and decided in the 
negative—yeas 80, nays 100; as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Alston, Anderson, Ashe, Averctt, Bay, 
Bayly, Beate, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Breck, Albert G. 
Brown, William J. Brown, Burt, E. Carrington Cabell, į 
George Alfred Caldwell, Joseph P. Caidwell, Clingman, 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Conrad, Daniel, Dv berry, 
Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, Gentry, Gilmore, Green, 
Hall, Sampson 
Hilliard, Holmes, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, 
James L. Johnson, Robert W. Jolinson, Jones, 
Kerr, La Sere, Job Mann, Marshall, Mason, McDowell, 
MeLanahan, Robert M. McLane, McQueen, Me Willie, 
Meade, Miller, Milson, Morehead, Morse, Morton, Orr, 
Outiaw, Owen, Parker, Powell, Robbins, Savage, Seddon, 
Sheppard, Stanly, Richard H. Stanton, Thomas, Jacob 
Thompson, James Thompson, Jobn B. Thompson, ‘Toombs, 
Venable, Wallace, Watkins, Wellborn, Williams, and 
Woodward—t0. i 

NAYsS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Bennett, Bing- 
ham, Bissell, Booth, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester But- 
ler, Thomas B. Butler, Joseph Cable, Calvin, Carter, Chand- 
Jor, Clark, Cleveland, Cole, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, 
Dickey, Dimmick, Doty, Duncan, Dunham, Durkee, Alex 
ander Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Fuller, 


Andrew Johnson, 


W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Haymond, |; 


Gerry, Giddings, Goadenow,. Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Hallo 
way, Hampton, Harlan, Hay, Hebard, Henry, Hoiulasd, 
Honton, Bowe, Hunter, Jackson, Daniel P. Kings Gevige 
G; King, James G. King. Jolin As Ring, Po King, Leffler, Lit- 
tlefield, Horace Mana, Matteson, MeGangiey; Mel ek; 
Meacham, Moore, Nelson, Otis, Peasiee, Pr ck, Puman, Pate 
nam, Reynolds, Richardson, Risley, Rockwell; Root, Sack- 
ett, Sawlelle, Schenck, Schermerhormn, Schoolcratt; Siives 
ter, Spalding, Sprague, Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, Strong, 
Sweetser, Taylor, William ‘Thompson. Tianinns Under- 
hill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Walden, Waldo, Weniworth, 
White, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wilmot, Wilson, Wiuthrap, 
and Wood—100, i 


So the House refused to go into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. * 

Mr. KAUFMAN asked the unanimous eon- 
sent of the House to introduce a series of resolu= 
tions. ` 

Mr. CARTER objected. 

Mr KAUFMAN moved that the rules of the 
House be suspended to enable him to introdnée 
the resolutions. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, asked the yeas 
and nays. 

Mr. CARTER inquired of the. Speaker, if it 
was in order to interrupt the business before the 
House? i 

The SPEAKER.. Itis in order to move that 
the rules of the House be suspended, f 

Mr. KAUFMAN asked that the resolutions 
might be read. one se 

The SPEAKER said” the resolutions would be 
read for information, es i 

And they were read as follows: ` i 


Whereas the union of these States is founded upon the 
equaity of its members, and can only be preserved by the 
cultivation of fricndship aud kind feelings amongst the peo- 
ple thereof; and : 

Whereas it is of vital importance immediately and finally 
to settle all the various questions arising out of slavery that 
now distract the country, aud that are rapidly sowing the 
sceds of alienation and distrust hetween the different sec- 
tions of this great Confederacy : Therefore, 

Ist. Be it Resolved, ‘Phat, in accordance with the prece- 
dents ablished in the admission of Towa and Wisconsin, 
California should not be admitted into the Union as a State 
without a restriction of ber limits, and that her southern 
boundary ought to be the fine of 33° 30 north latitude. 

Əd. Resolved, That the people of each Territory having a 
sufficient population, after its boundaries are fixed and ihe 
qualifications of its voters are preseribed by Congréss; have 
the unquestionable right to decide for themselves whether 
or not slavery shatl exist within its limits, when they meet 
to frame their constitution preparatory to theif application 


Kaufman, |! 1 
| fora vajuable consideravon : 


for adinission as a State of the Unions 

3d. Resolved, That notwithstanding the principle laid 
down in the second resolution is apparently selevident 
and now admitted by all, yet it should be remembered that, 
it was denied by the non-slaveholting States on the applica 
tion of Missouri for admission into the Union 5 and her ad- 
mission was notconsimmated notil the North, sustained by 
numbers, absolutely abolished: slavery in four-fifths of, the 
sluve territory purchased from France under the name of 
Louisiana. : $ : 

4th. Resolved, That, waiving the expression of any opine 
jon. by Congress as to its constitutional powerto prohibit or 
establish slavery in the territories of the United- States, it 
is hereby declared to be improper and unjust for Congress 
to provide by law for the introduction or imbibition, ot tta- 
very 


in said territories, ahd that appropriate territorial gov- 
ernments ought to be established by Congress in said teni- 
tories not included within the proposed limits of Catifornia, 
without any provision whutever upon the subject of sla- 
very. 

Sib. Resolved, That the western boundary of Texas isthe 
Rio Grande from its mouth to its source, and thence north to 
the 42d degree of north latitude, and that to Jegislate upon 
the boundary of Texas (or any other State) after her ad- 
mission into the Union, without her ‘consent, would he an 
enormous assumption of power, a palpable infraction of the 
Constitution, and subversive of the very foundations of this 
Government. 

6th. Resolved, That Texas, previous to her admission, 
having agreed only that the treaty-mnaking power might nès 
gotiate with Mexico in regard to her boundary, it Would be 
a gross violation of the compact of annexation, and a breach 
of good faith, for this House to attempt the exercise of any 


-control over a question, referred by itself in the passage of 


the annexatiow resolutions, and, indeed, by the people of. 
the United States and Texas, to the treaty-miking power, 
viz: the President with the advice of two-thirds of Mie Sens 
ate. se 
7th. ‘Resolved, That after the unéonditional-reeognition ‘of 
the boundaries of Texas, as claimed by her atthe period of 
the admission, which huve not been curtailed lytreaty with Mex- 
ico, negotiations should be entered. into hetween. the Gov- 
ernments of the United States and Texas for the surrender 
of such portion of the northern territory of Texas ak might 
be compatible with her policy and that ofthe United States; 
Provided, That in suen popon 
ations it shall be stipulated, as a fundamental condition o 
said surrender, that ro legislation shail ever be had by Con- 
gress in such Territory on the Subject of slavery. >, 

8th.. Resolved, That waiving auy expression of opinion as 
to the constitutional power of Congress. to abolish slavery 


| in the District of Columbia, it is hereby declared unjust and 


but to the whole South, 


$ faith not only to Maryland Qu 
anon : : aod such a proposition 


to abolish slavery in. said “District, 
should not be tolerated, , a 

Oth. Resolved, That in regard to the subject of bringing 
slaves into the District of Columbia, merely for sale. a tim- 


ited discretionary power should be invested in the Corpora- 


‘tions of Washington and Georgetown, provided that said 
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power: should never. be exercised by said Corporations jn 
eontravention of the laws and policy of Maryland upon 


at subject. ; e . 
marie Resolved, That many of the non-sjaveholding States 


i spealed their laws giving assistance to the slave- 
having ernie Gecovenne t fugitives from labor,” in ac- 
cordance with section two, article four, of the Constitution 
of the United States, and thrown impediments in the way 
of such recovery, itis hereby declared to. be the duty of 

> Congréss to amend-the act of 1793, on that subject, in such 
a iijanner as to give full foree and. effect to said provision of 
the -Constitation. - ` Š 7 
lth. Resolved, That Congress has no jurisdiction: over 
the subject of the slave trade between the. different slave- 
hotding States of the Utiion, bur that each State has re- 
* served to itself the right’ of legislating upon that subject 
in’ such manner as it may deem best calculated to promote 
its interests and happiness, z 
12th. Resolved, That the Union can only be preserved by 
adhering to the compromises entered into at ity formation, 
and those, who would disturb these compromises, whether 
under the pretence. of a false or mistaken philanthropy or 
with a desire to. secure political power, should be held by 
a good citizens as enéinies of the Constitution and the 
nion. ; 

Before the reading of the resolutions had been 
concluded— 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, rose (he 
said) toa question of order. He desired to be 
informed by the Chair whether this was not 
debating the question. [Laughter.] 

Mr. McCLERNAND also rose (before the 
reading had been concludéd) to'a point of order, 
(he said.) This was a speech rather than a series | 
of resolutions. And he wished to be informed by | 
the Speaker, whether it was subject to the one- | 
hour rule. (Laughter.] : A 

The reading of the resolutions having been con- | 

- eluded— 

Mr. CARTER rose to inquire whether it was in 
order to entertain these resolutions whilst the States 
were being called in their order for resolutions? 

The SPEAKER. The resolution Ts not yet 
entertained, the motion before the House being to 
suspend all the rules and order of business, for the 

surpose of enabling the gentleman from Texas. 

fM. Kaurmay] to introduce jt. Itisin order to 
‘move a suspension of the rules pending the call 
of the States for resolutions. | 

Mr. CARTER. That is the point which I 
wish to make—that whilst the House is acting 
upon a resolution coming in the regular order of 
the call upon a State, a motion to suspend the 
rules to enable another, gentleman, outside of that 
State, to introduce another resolution, is not in 
order, ` : ; 

Mr. WINTHROP said, that he regarded a 
motion to suspend the rules for the purpose of 
going into Committee of the Whole on the state of 


~ Mr- VENABLE. Task the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and ‘Nays were ordered, and. being 
taken resulted—yeas 67, nay 114; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Alston, Ashe, Averett, Bayly, Beale, 
Rowédon, Bowlin, Boyd, Breck, Albert G. Brown, William J, 
Brown, Burt, E. Carrington Cabell, George Alfred Cald- 
well, Clingman, Conrad, Daniel, Deberry, Edmundson, 
Ewing, Featherston, Gilmore, Green, Ball, Isham G. Harris, 
Sampson W. Harris, Haymond, Holmes, Houston, Howard, 
Hubbard, James L. Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, 
Kaufman, Kerr, Læ Sére, McDowell, MeLanaban, Robert 
M. McLane, McMullen, McQueen, McWillie, Meade, 
Morse, Morton, Orr, Outlaw, Owen, Parker, Powell, Rob- 
bins, Seddon, Shepperd, Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Richard H. Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, Thomas, 
Jacoh Thompson, John B. Thompson, Venable, Wailace, 
Watkins, Wellborn, Williams, and Woodward—67. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Allen, Ander- 
son, Bay, Bennet, Bingham, Bissell, Booth, Briggs, Brooks, 
Buel, Burrows, Chester Buller, Thomas B. Butler, Joseph 
Cable, Joseph P. Caldwell, Campbell, Carter, Chandler, 
Clark, Cleveland, Williamson R.W. Cobb, Cole, Conger, 
Corwin, Crowell, Dickey, Dimmick, Doty, Duer, Duncan, 
Dunham, Durkee, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Fitch, 
Fowler, Freedley, Fuller, Gerry, Giddings, Goodenow, 
Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Harlan, Thomas 
L. Harris, Hay, Hebard, Henry, Howe, Hunter, Jackson, 
Andrew Johnson, Julian, Daniel P. King, George G. King, 
James G. King, John A. King, Preston, King, Leffler, Lit- 
Ucfield, Horace Mann, Job Mann, Marshall, Mason, Matte- 
son, McClernand, McKissock, Meacham, Miller, Moore, 
Nelosn, Ogle, Olds, Otis, Peaslee, Phelps, Phoenix, Rey- 
nolds, Richardson, Risley, Robinson, Rockwell, Root, Sack- 
ett, Sawtelle, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Silvester, Spald- | 
ing, Sprague, Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, | 

lor, William Thompson, ‘Thurman, Underhill, Walden, | 

Waldo, Wentworth, White, Whitlesey, Wildrick, Wilmot, | 
Wilson, Winthrop, Wood, and Young—114. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 


Mr. HOLMES. I move a call of the House. 

The SPEAKER. A motion for a call of the 
House is notin order after the demand for the 
previous question has been seconded. 

Mr. MASON. I movea reconsideration of the 
vote by which the House refused to lay the reso- 
lution on the table. 

TheSPEAKER. Did the gentleman vote with 
the majority ¢ 

Mr, MASON intimated that he had done so. 

The SPEAKER stated the question. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Before the motion is dis- 
posed of, I offer a privileged motion, which I desire 
may be read for information. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the resolution, 
which was as follows: 


Resolved, That inasmuch as, by our rules, the resolution 
now pending, in case this House adjourns or proceeds to 
other business, will be laid over for at least two weeks, and 
perhaps not reached to be acted on at ali, therefore it i$ ad- 
visable that this House should not be deterred by dilatory or 
evasive motions, designed only to obstruct or delay business, 
but should remain, if necessary, in perpetual session, until 


the Union, as clearly in order. The Chair had 


the resolutions be finally disposed of. 


already so decided. But it seemed to him (Mr. 
W.) that there must be some limit to the motion 
to suspend the rules, and that the motion which 
had been made to introduce a second resolution 
before the first had been. disposed of, was out of | 
order. Suppose the resolutions of the gentleman 
from Texas [Mr. Kauemay] to be introduced, could | 
a motion to suspend tHe rules for the purpose of 

introducing another resolution be entertained? 

Could resolutions piled upon resolutions be intro- 

duced? It seemed to him, that the motion to sus- 

pend the rules must be subject to the limitation— | 
that two motions could not be entertained at the 

same time. The House must dispose of one be- 

fore it took up another. A motion might, how- 

ever, be made to suspend the rules for the purpose 

of proceeding to a different kind of business—that i 
was lo say, to-go into Committee of the Whole on 

the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. When the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Carrer] made the point of order, the 
Chair was examining this very question of the 
right of a member to move a suspension of the 
rules. The Chair entertains no doubt that a motion | 
to suspend the rules for the purpose of going into | 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
is in order. Nor does the Chair doubt-that a 
member has the right to move a suspension of the 
rules for the purpose of introducing any other |! 
proposition, if the previous question had not been i 
seconded. But the Chair is of opinion that when 


Before the reading had been concluded— 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, rose and 
objected. f 
Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, also rose and 
said, I have heard enough of it. 
The reading of the resolution h 
cluded— 

The SPEAKER said, the resolution is not in 
order. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I withdraw it. 

Mr. McLANE, (to the Chair.) Was the reso- 
lution withdrawn ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair ruled it to be | 
out of order, 1 

Mr. McLANE. I submit the question to the 
Chair, whether the gentleman from Ohio with- 
drew the resolution? |; 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman did withdraw |! 
the resolution, after the Chair bad ruled it to be 
out of order, j 

The question then recurred on the motion to || 
reconsider the vote by which the House had re- | 
oe to. lay the resolution of Mr. Dory on the | 
tabie. | 

Mr. CAMPBELL moved that the motion to 


aving been con- 


| mond, Hilliard, Holmes, 
| Jobnson, Jones, 
| ell, Robert M. McLane 


was then taken and decided in the negative—yeas 
16, nays 106; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alston, Anderson, Ashe, Averett, Bayly, 
Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Breck, Albert G. Brown, Buri, B. 
Carrington Cabell, George A. Caldwell, Joseph P. Caldwell, 
Clingman, Williamson R, W. Cobb, Coleock, Conrad, Dan- 
iel, Deberry, Edmundson, Bwing, Featherston, Gilmore, 
Green, Hall, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Hay- 
mond, Hilliard, Hoagland, Howard, H ubbard, luge, Andrew 
Johnson, James L. Johnson, Robert W. Jounson, Jones, 
Kauiman, Kerr, La Sére, Marshall, MeDowell, Robert M. 
McLane, McMullen, McQueen, Me Willic, Meade, Millson, 
Morse, Morton, Orr, Outlaw, Owen, Parker, Phelps, Powell, 
Robbins, Savage, Seddon, Shepperd, Stanly, Frederick P. 
Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Alexander’ I. Stephens, 
Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, Joun B. 
Thompson, Toombs, Venable, Wallace, Watkins, Wellborn, 
Williams, and Woodward—76. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Allen, Bay, Ben- 
nett, Bingham, Bissell, Booth, Briggs, Buel, Burrows, Chester 
Butier, Thomas B, Buter, Joseph Cable, Calvin, Campbell, 
Carter, Chandler, Clark, Cleveland, Cale, Conger, Corwin, 
Crowell, Dickey, Dimmick, Doty, Dacr, Duncan, Dunham, 
Durkee, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Fitch, Fowler, 
Fulier, Gentry, Gerry, Giddings, Goodenow, Gott, Gauld, 
Halloway, Hampton, Hulan, Hay, Hebard, Henry, Howe, 
Hinter, Jackson, Julian, Daniel P. King, Guage G. King, 
James G. King, John A. King, Preston King, Littlefield, 
H. Mann, Job Mann, Mason, Matteson, McClernand, Me- 
Donald, McGaughey, McKissock, McLanahan, Meacham, 
Miller, Moore, Nelson, Ogle, Otis, Peaslee, Peck, Pheenif; 
Pitman, Potter, Putnam, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Sack- 
ett, Sawtelle, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Sehooleraft, Silves- 

ter, Spalding, Spraguc, Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, Strong, 
Sweetser, Taylor, William Thompson, Thurman, Underhill 
Waido, White, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wilmot, 
© Winthrop, Wood, and Young—106. 
: So the House refused to adjourn. 


Mr. VENABLE, (to the Chair:) What is the 
pending question? 

The SPEAKER. The pending question is the 
motion of the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. 
Mason,] to reconsider the vote by which the House 
refused to lay the resolution on the table. 

Mr. VENABLE. I ask to be excused from 
voting. 

The SPEAKER. The yeas and nays have 
been ordered on the motion to lay the motion to 
reconsider on the table, and that is the pending 
question. 

Mr. VENABLE. Well—I ask to be excused 
from voting. ‘ 

Mr. CLINGMAN. [ask the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER proceeded to ascertain whether 
the yeas and nays were ordered. 

Me SCHENCK rose to inquire, whether the 
motion of the gentleman from North Carolina 
[Mr. VENABLE] was to be excused from voting 
now, and hereafter. [Laughter.} 

The SPEAKER. Al remarks are out of order. 
The Chair has stated the question to the House. 
! The yeas and nays are ordered. 

Mr. GENTRY. It is getting late. I move that 
this House adjourn. 

Mr. BINGHAM asked the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and, being taken, resuited— 
yeas 71, nays 98; as follows: . 


be > 
Wilson, 


YEAS—Messrs, Alston, Anderson, Ashe, Averett, Bayly, 
Bowdon, Breck, Abert G. Brown, Burt, B. Carrington Cab- 


ell, George A. Caldwell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Clingman, 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Conrad, Daniel, Deberry, 
Edmundson, Alexander Evans, Ewing, Featherston, Gentry, 
Gilmore, Hall, [sham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Hay- 
Howard, Hubbard, Inge, James D. 
Kerr, La Sére, Marshall, Mason, Mc Dow- 
» McMullen, McQueen, MeWillie, 
Meade, Miller, Morehead, Morton, Orr, Outlaw, Owen, 
Parker, Phelps, Powell, Robbins, Savage, Seddou, Shep- 
perd, Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, 
Alexander H. Stephens, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, John 
B. Thompson, Venable, Wallace, Watkins, Wellborn, Wil- 


liams, and Woodward—7l., 


reconsider be laid upon the table. 
Mr. HOLMES demanded the yeas and nays; |: 
which were ordered. i! 
Mr. KAUFMAN moved that the House do: 
now adjourn. . 
Mr. BINGHAM asked 


-a question is before the House upon which the 
previous question has been demanded, and that de- 
mand has been seconded, a motion to suspend the 
rules, except for the purpose of going irto Com- | 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, is ! 
HOt In order, 

“Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. I move that | 
this: House adjourn. | 


i 
i 
i 
ji 
Í 
t 


thirty-two memberg voted 
enough, the Chair said.) 4 
Tellers were demanded and ordered, (and Mr, |! 
Wuire and Mr. McQuzen were appointed.) l 
And the question having been again taken, for- | 


yes and nays were ordered. 


| 
ty-seven members voted in favor thereof. So the | 
l 
i 


And the question, “ Will this House adjourn?” 


ock, Me- 
ney Peck, 
sley, Roek- 


The SPEAKER. The question recurs on the 
motion to excuse the gentleman from North Caro- 
lina [Mr. VENABLE] from voting on the motion 
to lay on the table the motion to reconsider the 
vote refusing to lay the resolution on the table, 

The question, “Shall the gentleman be ex- 


1850. 


cused ?” was then taken and decided in the affirma- 
tive —yeas 105, nays 54; as follows : > 
“YEAS—‘essrs, Albertson, Alexander, Allen, Anderson, 
Andrews, Bay, Bennett, Booth, Burrows, Chester Butler, 
Thomas B. Bater, E. C. Cabell, Joseph Cable, Carter, 
Chandler, Clark, Cleveland, Cole, Conger, Corwin, Doty, 
Duer, Duncan, Dunham, N. Evans, Fitch, Fowler, Freedley, 
Fuller, Gerry, Giddings,’ Goodenow, Gow, Gould, Halt, 
Hampton; Harlan, 1G. Harris; Haymond, Hebard, Henry, 
Howe, Hunter, Jackson, James L. Johnson, Robert W. Jotin- 
son, Jones, Julian, Kerr, D. P. King, Littlefield, Job Mann, 
Marshall, Mason,. Matteson, McDonald, McGaughey, Me- 
Lanahan, Meacham, Moore, Morton, Ogle, Otis, Owen, 
Peasiee, Peck, Phoenix, Pitman, Potter, Putnam, Reynolds, 
Ristey, Robinson, Rockwell, Root, Rose, Sackett, Savage, 
Sawtelle, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Spalding, 
Stanly, Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, Strong. Taylor, Jacob 
Thompson, William Thompson, Thurman, Underhill, Van 
Dyke, Vinton, Valden, Waldo, Wellborn, Wentworth, | 
Whittlesey, Wildrick, Williams, Wilmot, Wilson, and 
Wood.—105. P s i 

NAYS—Meessrs. Alston, Ashe, Averett?Bingham, Bow- | 
don, Breck, Burt, George A, Caldwell, W. R. W. Cobb, | 
Coleock, Crowell, Daniel, Dickey, Dimmick, Durkee, Ed- 
mundson, Ewing, Featherston, Green, Grinnell, Sampson 
W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hay, Hilliard, Holmes, How- 
ard, Inge, Preston King, La Sére, Horace Mann, McDow. į 
eli, R. M. McLane, McMullen, McQueen, McWillie, Mill- 
son, Morehead, Nelson, Orr, Outlaw, Parker, Pheips, 
Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Silvester, Sprague, Alexan- 
det H. Stephens, Sweetser, Thomas, John B. Thompson, 
Wallace, and Watkins.—54. l 

So Mr. VENABLE was excused from voting. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. “I voted in 
the affirmative, and I desire to move a reconsider- 

_ation of the vote; and, if permitted to do so, I will 
State my reasons. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman cannot be 
permitted to do so, and the motion to reconsider is | 
not in order, for the reason which the Chair will 
state. A motion to reconsider is already pending; 
and whilst it is so, another motion to reconsider 
cannot be entertained. The question now is on 
the motion to reconsider the vote refusing to lay 
the resolution on the table. i ; 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. Itis ne- 
cessary to settle a preliminary question before the 
vote is taken—namely, upon excusing a member. | 
If it is in the power of this House to excuse 
him—— 

Loud calls to order. 

The SPEAKER. The remarks of the gentle- 
man are not in order. The Chair rules the motion | 
to reconsider the vote excusing the gentleman from | 
North Carolina from voting to be out of order 


pending another motion to reconsider. | 


My. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. I shall feel 
bound to appeal from the decision. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Inow move to be excused 
from voting. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. 1 should 
like to give my reasons for the appeal. 

The SPEAKER. The appeal is not debata- 
ble. . 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. fask the yeas 
and nays on the appeal. 

The SPEAKER. The House will come to 
order, and the Chair will state the question. 

‘The Chair having done so— < 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, 
the appeal. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 
voting. 

The yeas an > 

Mr. ROOT, (tọ the Chair.) 


withdrew 
Lask to be excused from 
d nays were asked and ordered. 

Is the motion that 
the centleman be excused from voting amendable? 
The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not. 

Mr. ROOT. Because if it is so, 1 propose to | 
amend the motion so as to excuse the gentleman 
for the residue of the session. 

The SPEAKER. A motion to excuse a mem- 
ber from voting is not open to amendment. 

Mr. ASHE. I move that this House adjourn. 

The yeas and nays were asked. 

The SPEAKER called upon gentlemen to re- i 
sume their seats, that order might be restored in 
the Hall. The question was then stated to be on | 
the motion that the House do now adjourn. _ 

The demand for the yeas and nays was with- 
drawn, but having been renewed by — 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, they were 
rae question, “ Will this House adjourn oe 
was taken, and decided in the negative—yeas 69, 
nays 95, as follows: 


YEAS— Mess Anderson, 


reek, Burt, B. Carrington Cabell, Ges y 
yeh P: Caldwell, Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb. į 


ani eber dson, Ewing 
Coleoek, Conrad, Daniel, Deberry, Edmundson, Z, 
Featherston, Green, Hal, Isham G. Harris, Sanpemn W, | 
Hanis, Hayniond, Hilliard, Hoagland, Holmes, Howard,.i 


i 


H 
R] 


Ashe, Averett, Bowdon, | 
George Alfred Caldwell, ; 


man, Potter, Punam, Reynolds, Richardson, Risley, Roek- 


! asked, he said, for information. 


i to the 42d rule, which declares that ‘ every mem- | 


Hubbard, James L, Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, 
Kerr, La’ Sére, Marshall, Mason, McDowell, Kobert M. | 
McLane, McMullen, McQueen, Meade, Milison; Morehead, | 
Morton, Orr, Outlaw, Parker, Phelps, Poweli, Robbins, i 
Robinson, Savage, Seddon, Shepperd, Stanly, Frederick P. | 
Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Alex. H. Stephens, Thomas,. 
John B. Phompson, Toombs, Venable, Wallace, Watkins, | 
Welborn, and Williams—6s. 

NAVS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Allén, Andrews, 
Bennett, Bissell, Booth, Briggs, Brooks, Chester Butler, T. 
B. Butler, Joseph Cable, Carter, Chandter, Ciark, Cote, 
Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Dickey, Dimmick, Doty, Duer, 
Durean, Danham, Durkee, Nathan Evans, Fiteh, Fowler, 
Freediey, Fuller, Gerry, Giddings, Goodenow, Gout, Gould, | 
Halloway, Hampton, Harlan, T. L. Harris, Hay, Hebard, ; 
Henry, Howe, Hunter, Jackson, Jutian, Daniel P. King, 
James G. King, John A. King, Preston King, Littlefield, H. | 
Mann, J. Mann, Matteson, McDonald, McKissock, Meach- i 
am, Moore, Nelson, Ogle, Otis, Peasiee, Peck, Phoenix, Pit- 


i 
H 


well, Root, Rose, Sackett, Sawtelle, Sehenek, Sehermer- 
born, Spalding, Sprague, Sweetzer, Taylor, Wm. ‘Chomp- 
son, Thurman, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Walden, 
Waldo, Wentworth, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wilmot, Wil- 
son, Wood, and Young—95. S 

So the House refused to adjourn. i 

The question then recurred on excusing the gen- | 
tleman from North Carolina [Mr. Cuineman] from 
voting. 

Mr. CLINGMAN inquired of the Chair, 
whether he (Mr. ©.) ought to vote; or whether | 
this was a question in which he was so interested, | 
that it would be improper for him to vote? He 


The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the 
gentleman ought not to vote. The Chair gives 
this not as a decision, but merely as its opinion. 

Mr. GREEN desired to be informed by the | 
Speaker whether a vote to excuse the gentleman | 
from North Carolina from voting would not leave | 
him the privilege of voting if he chose to do so? | 

The SPEAKER said, the Chair could not de- | 
cide all these questions in anticipation. They must | 
be decided when they came up regularly before | 
the House. 

Mr. STANLY called the attention of the Chair 


ber who shall be in the House when the question 
is put shall give his vote, unless the House, for 
special reason, shall excuse him.” He (Mr. S.) | 
wanted to know what this ‘special reason”? was. | 

The SPEAKER. As the rule which the gen- | 
tleman has cited originally stood, leave was given, į 
by virtue of that rule, to the member asking to be i 
excuscd to state his reasons. Subsequently that | 
portion of the rule has been stricken oui; and all ; 
that has been permitted under the practice of the | 
House since then is for the gentleman to make his | 
motion to be excused, without authority to state | 
his reasons. -` i 

Mr. STANLY. I do not ask for the authority | 


Mr. WALLACE.» Lomove»that. this. House 
adjourn. ; Pe oe 
‘The yeas and nays were asked and ordered: 

And the question, “ Wilt this. House adjourn”? 
was taken and decided in the negativeyeas 18, 
nays 91;-as follows: $ ma re 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Ashe, Averett, Boyd, Breck, 
Burt, Joseph P. Caldwell, Ewing, Green, Hoagiand, James 
L. Johnson, Kerr, McWilie, Miller, Phelps, Robbins, Van 
Dyke, and Wallace—18. ` ; $ 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Alen, Alston, 
Andrews, Bennett, Bingham, Briggs, Brooks, Buel, Bulrows, 
Thomas B. Butler, Joseph Cable, Carter, Chandler, Clark, 
Cleveland, Cole, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Dickey, Dime 
mick, Doty, Duncan, Dunbam, A. Evans, Nathan ‘Evans, 
Fitch, Fowler, Freedly, Puller, Giddings, Goodenow, Gott, 
Gould, Halloway, Harlan, Thomas L. Harris, Hay, Hebard, 
Henry, Howe, unter, Jackson, Julian, Daniel P, King 
Jorn A. King, Preston King, Horace Mann, Matteson, Me- 
Donald, MeKissock, McLanahan, Meacham, Moore, Nel- 
son, Ogle, Otis, Peaslee, Peck, Phoenix, Pitman, Potter 
Putnam, Reynolds, Rockwell, Root, Rose, Sackett, Sawtelle, 


>a 


; Schenck, Schoolcraft, Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, Fhad- 


deus Stevens, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Taylor, John B 
Thompson, Wiltian Thompson, Thurman, Waldo, Went- 
worth, Whittlesey, Wilmot, Wilson, Winthrop, Wood, and 
Young—91. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

But no quorum voted. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 
House. 

The SPEAKER. The motion cannot be enter- 
tained, after the previous question has. been 
seconded. i GEEIS 

Mr. WENTWORTH made some point ,of 
order which (in the confusion) could not be heard, 
but which was understood to be that it was in 
order to move a call of the Elouse whether a qud- 
rum was present or not. And he was under- 
stood to take an appeal from the decision of the 
Chair. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, objected to any 
argument. from the gentleman from Illinois, (Mr. 
Wentworrn.] And Mr. J. said he appealed 
from the decision of the Chair, and asked the yeas 
and nays. 

The evening was closing in apace, and darkness 
became somewhat visible in the Hall. . . 

In the far-off dome above, some gleams of light, 
emitted from the massive chandelier, (now in the 

rocess of ignition,) fell dimly on the shadows be~ 

ow. The chandelier gave a sort of exulting rat- 
| tle, (as if in triumph at the resplendent glories 
which were bursting from its confines,) and a few 
scattered pieces of glass fell in chorus upon the 
floor of the Hall. There was an ominous looking 
up, as if in expectation that the smashing feat 
which its predecessor performed several years ago 
was about to be repeated; and some few changes 
of seats might be observed. : t 


I move a call of thé 


or for the privilege of stating reasons. I want the | 
House to know something of these ‘‘ special | 
reasons.” 

The SPEAKER. Itis impossible for the House 
or for the Chair to discriminate between reasons; | 
and if gentlemen were permitted to give their 
reasons, it would be equivalent to putting the rule ; 
back where it stood before it was amended. The 
Chair thinks that all that a member can do, is to 
make the motion to be excused from voting. 

Mr. FITCH. Is it in order to move to amend 
the motion? . 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order. 

The question, “ Shali the gentloman from North ; 
Carolina [Mr.Criweman] be excused from voting?” j 
was then taken and decided in the affimative—! 
yeas 79, nays 58; as follows: i 


Joseph 
Couger, 


Í rett, Bay 


Clark, W € t 
Durkee, Edmundson, Ewing, Green, Hall, L G Harris, 
W. Harris, Hubbard, Inge, R. W. Johnson, James G. King, | 
La Sére, Horace Mann, Me 
son, Orr, Otis, Outlaw, Parker, Powell, Richardson, Savage, | 
Shepperd, Silvester, Sprague, pte | 
ser, Thomas, Jacob ‘Thompson, J.B. ‘Phompson, Van Dyke, } 
Wallace, Watkins, Wellborn, Whittiesey, Williams, Wik j 
son, Wood, and Younyg—se. 

So Mr. Ciineman was excused from voting. 


i| been seconded. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, (to'the Speaker.) 
Is it in order to move to take that lamp out? 
(Laughter. ] : Lae 

The chandelier, as if conscious of the rebuke, 
remained mute as marble—content, aa it seemed, 
to cast its burning rays in silence upon the coun- 
cils of the nation. 

The SPEAKER stated the question and his dè- 
cision, 

Mr. SCHENCK called for the reading of that 
part of the first clause of the first article, fifth sec- 
ion, of the Constitution of the United States, 
which declares that Congress shall be authorized 
to compel the attendance gf absent members. 

Mr. RICHARDSON Withdrew the motion for 
a call of the House. 

Mr. FITCH rose to inquire of the Chair, wheth- 
er the G3d rule did not give to the Speaker and 
any fifteen members the power to compel the at- 
tendance of absentees? - 

The SPEAKER said, that that rule had: been 
applied to calls of the House. ‘There. was no 
other mode to compel the attendance of absent 


'! members except that pointed out by the rule. And 


another rule declared, that no call -of the. House . 
| should be in order after the previous question had 


Mr. MARSHALL. I move. that the House’ 


adjourn. : 
Mr. WENTWORTH asked the yeas and nays. 
Mr. CROWELL rose to inquire of the Speak- 

| er. whether a motion to adjourn was in order after 
e tion had been seconded ? 


the previous ques 
The SPEAKER. There can be no doubt upon 


that point. A motion to adjourn is always in or- 


f 


der. s 
“Mr. CROWELL. Then the Chair decides that 
the motion is in order. 
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The SPEAKER. The Chair so decides. 
Mr.. CROWELL. I appeal from the decis- 
10n, e es, j . 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has decided that, 
pending a question of adjournment, no other ques- 
tion can intervene. And the gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr: Crowexr)] will see that if an appeal was en- 
tertained. upon any- point of order pending.a mo- 
tion to adjourn, other questions might rise.up on 
that appeal, and the House might thus be kept in 
session an indefinite “period of time, although the 
House. was in favor of an adjournment. _ ‘Fhere- 
fore; when a motion is.made that the House ad- 
journ, the question. must ‘be taken without refer- 
ence to any point of order, or to any other motion. 

Mr. CROWELL. . Then the Chair decides that 
the appeal is out-of order. 

The SPEAKER.. The Chair does so decide. 

‘Mr. CROWELL. I appeal from that deci- 
sion. ` . 

The SPEAKER. No question is in order, and 
ho appeal is in order pending the motion to ad- 
journ. : 

‘Mr. BINGHAM. Can motions to adjourn be 
made consecutively? 

“Phe SPEAKER. If it were not for the pecu- 

liar position in which the House is now placed, 
the Chair would not entertain the present motion 
to adjourn. But no' quorum being present, and a 
call of the House not being in order after the de- 
mand for the previous question has been seconded, 
no other motion can be entertained except a mo- 
tion to adjourn, That is the only motion that can 
be entertained. $ 

Mr. MEADE inquired of the Chair whether the 
-yeas and nays could be taken when no quorum was 

resent? 

The SPEAKER. There can be no doubt upon 
that point. ft does not require a quorum, to ad- 
journ. ` 

‘Mr, BAKER inquired of the Speaker whether 
it was not the duty of the Chair to make up its 
own mind, upon its own observation, whether a 
quorum of the Elouse was, or was not, present? 

The SPEAKER replied, that the Chair acted in 
the present case in gecordance with the practice 
under similar circumstances. Where a vote had 
been taken by yeas and nays, that was the inform- 
ation upon which the Chair must act as to whether 
a quorum was present or not, 

‘After a brief conversation, the question, Will 
this House adjourn?” was taken and decided in 
the negative—yeas 12, nays 95; as follows: 

YEAS--N s. Joseph P. Caldwell, Haymona, Hoag 
land, Hotn Marshall, Miller, Phelps, Richardson, Rob- 
bins, Stand an Dyke, and Young—12. 

NAYS—Messrs, Alexander, Allen, Alston, Andrews, 
Baker, Bennett, Bingham, Booth, Briggs, Brooks, Buel, 
Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, Joseph Cable, 
Carter, Chandler, Clark, Cleveland, Cole, Conger, Corwin, 
Crowell, Dimmick, Doty. Duer, Duncan, Dunham, Nathan 
Evans, Piteh, Fowler, Freedley, Puller, Gerry, Giduings, 
Goodenow, Gout, Gould, Hatloway, Hampton, Harlan, 
Tbomas L. Harris, Hay, Hebard, Henry, Houston, Howe, 
Daniel P. King, James G, King, Jobn A. King, Preston 
King, Litdefield, Horace Maun, Job Mann, Matteson, 
McDonald, McKissoek, MeLanaban, Meacham, Moore, 
Nelson, Ole, Quis, Peastee, Peck, Phoenix, Piunan, Putnam, 
Reynolds, Rockw: H, Roat, Rose, Sackett, Schenck, School- 
eraft, Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, Thaddeus Stevens, 
Stetson, Strong, Sv zr, Taylor, Willian Thompson, 
Underhill, Walden, Watdo, Wentworth, White, Whittlesey, 
Witdrick, Wilmot, Wilson, Winthrop, and Wood—95. 

So the House refuscdeto adjourn. 

But still no quorum voted. 

Mr. SCHENCK desired to offer a resolution, 
which he sent to the Speaker’s table, and which he 
asked might be read, 

Ohjectian was made. 

The SPEAKER said no-business was in order 
whilst the House was without a quorum, 

Mr. SCHENCK asked that the resolution might 
be read for information. 

Objection was made. 

The SPEAKER said the resolution must be 
read for information, so that if the Speaker waa 
in error in ruling it out of order, the House could 
decide the question. 

The resolution was read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Speaker be required to count the mem- 
bera present in the House at this time; and to report to the 
House the number present, and the names of those ab- 
gent. 

The résolution having been read— 

Mr. SCHENCK said, if the Chair rules that 
out of order, I appeal from the decision, and I 
ask the yeas and nays. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair decides the reso- 


i Harlan, Hay, Baymond, 
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lution to be out of order, because no motion can 
be entertained at this time. | 

Mr. CABELL, of Florida, moved that the | 
House adjourn. i 

Mr. SCHENCK asked the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. ~ 

Mr. S. inquired if any business had intervened į 
since the previous motion to adjourn had been re- 
jected ? . 
< The SPEAKER. No. The gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Scuuncx]. submitted a proposition, | 
which'the Chair ruled to be oat of order. From 
that decision the gentleman appealed. The Chair 
has decided, that while the House is without a 
quorum, and the previous question having been 
seconded, there cannot bea call of the House; and | 
that the motion to adjourn is the only motion that | 
can be entertained. i 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, (to the 
Chair.) The rule of the House declares that 
every member who is in his seat must vote, un- 
less he is excused. Now, I ask the Speaker to 
enforce that rule when he sees any member in his 
seat who does not vote. I have seen twenty gen- 
Uemen sitting in their places who did not vote. 

The SPEAKER. In reply to the suggestion of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Srevens,] 
the Chair will state that the enforcement of that 
rule has been considered in previous Congresses 
entirely impracticable. There is no mode pro- 
vided by which the rale can be enforced. There 
is no mode provided by which the Chair can en- 
force it, The Speaker cannot keep his eye upon 
the House to see what members are in their seats 
and what members are not in their seats, when 
their names are called. 

Mr. STEVENS, Will the Chair indulge me 
with one more question? Is it not the duty of 
gentlemen to vote? 

The SPEAKER: The rule requires every mem 
ber within the bar to vote. 

Mr. STEVENS. Then I hope gentlemen will 
do their duty. (Laughter. } . 

The question, ‘¢ Will this House adjourn ?”’ was. 
then taken, and decided in the negative—yeas 23, 
nays 101; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Bay, Bowdon, Bowlin, Joseph P. Cald- 
well, Deberry, Dimmick, Freediey, Uaymond, Hilliard, 
Hoagland, Holmes, Andrew Johnson, James L. Jobuson, 
Job Mann, Marshall, Robert M. McLane, Miller, Phelps, 


i 
{ 


William Thompson, Underhill, Waldo, Wentworth, Whit- 

Uesey, Wildrick, Wilson, and Woodward—64. 
| NAYS—Messra, Allen, Averett, Baker, Bingham, Booth, 
Bowdon, Bowlin, Burt, Chester Butler, Johu P. Caldwell, 
Clark, Clingman, W. R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Conger, Crow- 
el, Daniel, Deberry, Dickey, Duer, Dunham, Durkee, Ed- 
mundson, Alexander Evans, Gerry, Giddings, Gould, Grin- 
i nell, Hatloway, Hampton, {sham G. Harris, S. W. Harris, 
T. L. Harris, Hebard, Henry, Hitiard, Hoimes, Andrew 
Johnson, J. L. Johnson, R. W. Johnson, D. P. King, J. G. 
King, J. A. King, Preston King, Horace Mann, Job Mann, 
McDonald, MeLanahan, MeMunen, McQueen, MeWihie, 
Meacham, Meade, Milson, Moore, Morton, Nelson, Orr, 
Otis, Peasice, Peck, Phelps, Phoenix, Robbins, Sackett, Sav- 
age, Seddon, Shepherd, Silvester, Spragne, R. H. Stanton, 
Sweetser, Taylor, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Thurman, 
Walden, Wailace, White, Winthrop, and Wood—8!}.  ~ 

So the House decided that Mr. Jones should 
| not be excused. 

Mr. CALDWELL, of North Carolina, offered 
| the following pesolution, which was read for in- 
formation: 

Whereas some days since, the special message of the 
President of the United States, trausmitting a constitution 
adopted by Lhe people of California, was referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and the 
resolution now under consideration being uncalled for, 

Resolved, therefore, As it is now 6 o’clock and 25 minutes 
p. 0., and the members of this House desire repose, wat 
this House adjourn until 32 o'clock on to-morrow. sf 


The SPEAKER ruled the- preamble and all 
| the resolution out of order, except simply the con- 
cluding motion to adjoura. And that motion the 
Speaker announced as the pending question. 

The question was taken and decided in the neg- 
ative—yeas 65, nays 95; as follows: 

YEAS—Mevsrs. Alston, Anderson, Ashe, Bay, Bayly, 
Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Breck, Aibert G. Brown, Burt, G, 
A. Caldwell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Ctingman, Williamson R. 
| W. Cobb, Colcock, Daniel, Deberry, Dimmick, Edmund- 
son, Featherston, Gentry, Green, Isham G. Harris, Sampson 
W. Harris, Haywond, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, James L, 
Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, Kerr, La 
Sére, Marshall. McDonald, MeLanahan, RobertM. Me Lane, 
McQueen, McWillie, Meade, Miller, Millsou, Morehead, 
Orr, Outlaw, Phelps, Powell, Robinson, Savaye, Seddon, 
Shepperd, Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, Riebard H. Stan- 
ton, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, John B. Thompson, Thur- 
i| man, Van Dyke, Venable, Wailace, Wellborn, and Wood- 
|| wood—65, 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Allen, Bennett, 
Bingham, Booth, Brooks, Buel, Burrows, Chester Butler, 
Thomas B. Bauer, Joseph Cabell, Campbell, Carter, Chan- 
dier, Clark, Cleveland, Cole, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, - 
Dickey, Doty, Duncan, Dunham, Durkee, Alexander Evans, 
Nathan Evans, Fitch, fowler, Freediey, Fuller, Gerry, Gid- 
dings, Goodenow, Gott, Grinnell, Hatioway. Hampton, Har- 
lan, "P. L. Harris, Hay, Hebard, Henry, Honston, Howe, 
Jackson, Julian, James G. King, John A, King, Preston 


Richardson, Robbin , Stanly, Van Dyke, and Young—23, 

NAYS—™M 
Bennett, Bingham, Booth, Briggs, Brooks, Buel, Burrows, 
Chester Buter, Thomas B. Butler, Joseph Cable, Campbell, 
Carter, Chandler, Clark, Cleveland, Cole, Conger, Corwin, 
Crowell, Doty, Duer, Duncan, Dunham, Durkee, Alexan- 
der Evans, Nathan Evans, fitch, Fowler, Fuller, Gerry, 
Giddings, Goodenow, Gout, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, 
Hampton, Harlan, Thomas L. Harris, Hay, Hebard, Henry, 


King, John A. King, Preston 

Manu, Matteson, MeDonatd, Meh 
Nelson, Ogle, Otis, Peasive, Peck, Phenix, Pitman, Potter, 
Putnam, Reynolds, Risley, Robinson, Rockwell, Root, Rose, 
Sackett, Sawtelle, Schenck, Schooleratt, Silvester. Spald- 
ing, Sprague, Thaddeus Stevens, Steison, Strong, Sweetser, 
Taylor, William Phompson, Thurman, Underniil, Walden, 


mot, Wilson, Winthrop, aud Wood—10L. 


So the House refused to adjourn. 

But a quorum now voted. 

Mr. SCHENCK waived his point of order. 
The question then again recurred on the motion 


to reconsider the vote refusing to Jay on the table 


the resolution of the gentleman from Wisconsin, 
(Mr. Dory.] 


then taken and decided in the negative—yeas 64 


YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Bay, 
nett, Boyd, Briggs, Brooks, Buel, Burrows, T. B. Butler, 
E. C. Cabell, Joseph Cable, G. A. Caldwell, Campbell, Car- | 
ter, Chandler, Cleveland, Cole, Carwin, Dimmick, Doty, 
Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Fuller, Goodenow, Gott, | 
: Howe, Jackson, Julian, Kaufman, | 
Kerr, Littlefield, Marshall, Matteson, McClernand, McKi 
sock, Robert M. McLane, Miller, Pinnan, Putnam, Rey- 
noids, Risley, Robinson, Rose, Sawtelle, Schenck, School- | 
craft, Spalding, Stanly, Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, Strong, | 


Bayly, Ben 


rs, Albertson, Alexander, Allen, Andrews, \; 


Houston, Howe, Jackson, Julian, Daniel P. King, James G. i 
ing, LitUefieid, Horace j 
ck, Meacham, Moore, | 


Watdo, Wentworth, White, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wii- 


of the geneman from Kentucky [Mr. Mason] | 


il 


i 


King, Littlefield, Horace Mann, Job Maun, Matteson, Me- 
Clernand, McKissock, Meacham, Moore, Nelson, Ogle, 
Otis, Peaslee, Peck, Pitman, Potter, Putuam, Reynolds, 
Ristey, Root, Rose, Sackett, Sawtelle, Schenck, Schermer- 
horn, Schoolcraft, Silvester, Spalding, Spragne, Thaddeus 
Stevens, Stetson, Strong, Sweetzer, Taylor, Wm. Thomp- 
son, Walden, Waldo, Wentworth, White, Whitresey, 
WA Wilmot, Wilson, Winthrop, Wood, and Young 
—95. 
So the House refused to adjourn. 


| Mr. McLANE moved that the House resolve 
|; itself into Committee of the Whole on the state 
| of the Union for the purpose of taking up the 
|| President’s message communicating the California 
| constitution. 

| The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
a motion to go into Committee of the Whole on 
| the state of the Union on any particular question 
1 is not in order; and that a motion to suspend the 
i rules to go into Committee of the Whole on the 
fi state of the Union at this time is notin order, 
The motion to go into Committee of the Whole 
|| on the state of the Union is a privileged question, 
| and as such takes precedence of all others, except 
|, privileged questions. But there being pending at 
|i this time a privileged question, viz: on the motion 
j; to reconsider, it takes precedence of any other 
| privileged question. 
! 
| 
i 
| 
t 
t 
| 


i| Mr. McLANE. I move then to lay the motion 
|, to reconsider on the table. : 

i The SPEAKER. That is the very motion now 
| pending before the House. 

| Mr. STANLY. I wish to make asuggestion, 
i| which the House, of course, will vote down or 
i; not as they please. I would respectfully submit 


to some gentlemen who voted for the previous 


> ii question this morning, that they can reconsider 


| the vote ordering the previous question, and then 
‘the resolution will be in the form in which it can 
: be amended, and we can get out of our present 
difficulty. I will propose, if the previous ques- 
; tion be reconsidered, to offer a substitute for the 
! resolution, and get out of this California difficulty 
in a regular parliamentary manner. 

The SPEAKER, Of the second to the previ- 


i eus question; no motion to reconsider has ever 


1850. 
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been entertained. If the main question had been 
ordered to be put, and the House reconsidered the | 
vote, why, then, the second would fall with the mo- ! 
tion to reconsider. So the question could not be ; 
reached in the manner suggested by the gentleman 
from North Carolina. The Chair felt bound to 
make the suggestion that the House might be 
aware of the position of the question. 

Mr. STANLY. | I propose, when itis in order, į 
to offer the following substitute for. the resolution 
of the gentleman from Wisconsin, [Mr. Dory.] 

The SPEAKER. The Chair rules in reference 
to this as to all other resolutions, that the resolu- | 
tion is not now in order unless by general consent. 

Mr. STANLY. Will the Speaker allow it to 
be read ? : 

TheSPEAKER. It can be readby unanimous 
consent. . 

No objection being made, the proposed substi- 
tute of Mr. Sranyy was read, as follows: j ! 
Resolved, That atl debate in the Committee of the, Whole 
House on the state of the Union on the message of the Presi- 
dent, transmitting the constitution of California, shall cease + 
at o'clock, on (if the committee 
shall not sooner come to a conclusion upon the same,) and į 
that the said message be referred to the Committec on I 

with instructions to report as early as practicable, 

The SPEAKER. The Chairis of opinion that 
the resolution is notin order. The question re- | 
curs on the motion of the gentleman from Ohio | 


; Supposed by those who are opposed to the pas- 


Mr. DUER. I ask the general consent. of 
the House to make a suggestion, which, if the 
House would be influenced by it, I think would 
terminate this difficulty. - 

The SPEAKER. if there is no objection, the 
gentleman from New York will be heard. 

No objection being made— 

Mr. DUER said: I think it isa misconception 
out of which this difficulty grows. [ think it is 


sage of this resolution, that there is a disposition | 
on the other side to pass this bill without debate; 
and it is supposed that gentlemen by voting for 
this resolution commit themselves to the bill to 
admit California as a State, irrespective of what 
boundaries may be prescribed. I think this is a 
mistake. So far as I have had any conversation 
with gentlemen, who are in favor of this resolu- 
tion, they have no objection to debate upon the 
bill, and their only desire is that it should be 
brought before the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and there be fully discussed. 
The suggestion which | venture to make, and I 
make it without much consultation with gentle- 
men, is, that this resolution shall be pass. d, and 
that it shall be agreed that the bill shall be dis- 
cussed, if you please, two months in Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, and Mr. HAR- 


[Mr. Campgey] to lay on the table the motion of 
the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Mason] to re- 
consider the vote by which the House refused to 
lay on the table the resoluteon of the gentleman 
from Wisconsin, [Mr. Dory.) 

Mr. McLANE. I desire to know if the gen- |: 


i 
j 
{ 
i 
ji 


{ 
| 


tleman from Kentucky (Mr. Mason] should with- |! 


draw the motion to reconsider, if it would not 
then be in order to move to suspend the rules to ! 
go into Committee of the Whole on the state of | 
the Union? 

The SPEAKER. If the motion to reconsider | 
were withdrawn there would be no privileged 
question; and any question which is a privileged | 
question would be entertained, 

Mr. McLANE. I hope the gentleman from | 
Kentucky will withdraw the motion to recon- | 
sider. | 

Mr. CABELL, of Florida. I have paired off ; 
with a gentleman on the other side of the House | 
upon all questions on which the yeas and nays are 
called; and Į ask the House to excuse me from 
voting upon this question. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. [call for the yeas and nays 
on that motion. 

Mr. SACKETT. Irise to a question of order. 
I contend that after the previous question has been 
ordered there can be no question entertained by 
the Chair except a motion to adjourn, 

The SPEAKER. ‘The same point was made | 
before. The Chair has no doubt as to the pro- 
priety of the decision first made. No motion has | 
been entertained by the Chair which is not in 
strict conformity with the rules of the House, and 
with the- practice under the rules, as far as the 
Chair is informed. 

Mr. SACKETT. The 50th rule, under which 
Í raise the question of order, is as follows: 

« The previous question shall be in this form: § Shall the 
main question he now put? dt shall only be admited |; 
when demanded by a majority of the members present, and | 
its effects shall be to putan end to all debate, and bring the 
House to adirect vote upon a motion to comnnit, if such | 
motion shall have been made, and if this mation does not | 
prevail, then npon amendments reported by a committee, if | 
any; then upon pending amendments, and then upon the į 
main question, On a motion for the previous question, and | 
prior to the seconding of the same, a call of the House shall | 
be inorder; but after a majority shall have se onded such | 
notion no call shall be in order prior to a decision of the | 


There being no such motions pending, as are | 
here specified, I make the point of order that the | 
Chair can entertain no motion except the motion 
to adjourn, which is provided for by the 48th rule; : 


{ 
f 
main question.” f 
i] 
if 


j 


: further proceeding. 


: ginia asks to make a suggestion; the Chair asks i 
ii the House if there is any objection. 


‘from Virginia, who wished to make a suggestion, | 


RIS, of Tennessee, rose and objected to Mr. Durnr’s 


Mr. McCLERNAND said he had heard the 
views expressed by the gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. Duer,]} and he had a resolution which 
he desired to offer. 

The SPEAKER. It can only be entertained by 
| the unanimous consent of the House. 
| Mr. McCLERNAND. l know that; but we 
| have had a half dozen entertained out of order. 
| Cries of ** Let it be read.” 
| No objection being made— 
| The resolution was read as follows: 
| Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be instruet- 
| 
1 


ed to report a bill, without delay, providing for the adinis- 

| sion of California, as a Siate, into the Union of the United 
States. 

Also, a bill to legalize the territorial governments of New 

Mexico and Deseret, as adopted by the people of said Terri- 

i tor respectively, so Tar as the provisions of the same arc 

consistent with the Coustitution of the United States; and 

| to provide for the eventual admission of boih of said terri- 

' tories as States, into the Union of the United States; leaving 

| the question of boundary between ‘Texas aud New Mexico 


! United States. 


Mr. KAUFMAN and other gentlemen objected. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution is notin order 
at this time. 

Mr. BAYLY. . As it has been accorded to the 
gentlemen from New York, [Mr. Durr,] by unan- 
imous consent, to make a remark, 1 hope that the 
same privilege will be extended to me. ; 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vir- | 
ginia can only proceed by the unanimous consent į 
of the House. Are there any objections? 

Mr. CARTER. | would like to know how | 
long a speech it is going to be. [A laugh.) 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair will state—and 
it is proper it should be stated—that when a gen- 
tlemana rises and asks the unanimous consent of 
the House to make a remark, and that assent is ac- | 
corded to him, there is no rule by which the Chair | 
can limit the gentleman, except the hour rule. The 
House must confide in the gentleman and rely on 
his good faith. Does the Chair hear any objec.ion? | 

Mr. STANLY. i object to a speech: the gen- 
tleman may make a suggestion. | 

The SPEAKER. ‘The gentleman from Vir- | 


i 


: open for eventual decision by the Supreme Court of the 


He hears no 
objection, 


Mr. WHITE. 


wa 
‘The SPEAKER. Objection is made. 
Mr. WINTHROP intimated that the gentleman | 


I have no objection only in this 


dering the main question. i 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York will observe that the latter part of the rule, 
which refers to the previous question, refers to its 
effect after the main question is ordéred, not after 


Í 

; : | 

and ihat the Chair should put the question on or- | 
i 

| 


ij 
H 
I 


the second of the previous question, And the | when a member rose and desired to make a. per- | 


ii 


5 SEa: 
i ich has been entertained by the Chair, | s 
Tete ae 4 ' proceed for one hour without being 


has been entertained upon all occasions under the 
same state of facts as now exist in the House, 


and is perfectly in conformity with the rules, and |; 


i 
with the practice of the House. i 


: House would be very willing to hear him two or i 


i but it had been the practice to allow gentlemen 


could go on until objection was made. The | 


three minutes, and any gentleman could object. 
The Chair, he suggested, was right in saying that | 


sonal explanation, and leave was granted, he could į 
called to order; 


| who wished to maké suggestions, to go on until 


381 


The SPEAKER., Thé Chair. only desires that 
the. House ‘should understand: the terms upon 
which the member rising to make a. suggestion is 
allowed tọ proceed. The Chair-understands, then; 
the gentleman from Virginia tofrise to makea sug- 
gestion to the House; that the House indulges the 
genuleman—each member reserving to himself the 
right of objecting atany time in the progress of the 
gentleman’s. remarks, E 

Mr. BAYLY. 1 decline to say anything under 
that construction. I wantto submit some remarks 
eight or ten minutes long, which are not designed 
to create difficulty but to allay it. a 

[Cries of **Goon” in various parts of the 
House.) : 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vir- 
gnia can proceed under the rule laid down by the 
air. ; 

Mr. BAYLY. If there be no objection, I havea 
few remarks to submit; if there.be, I have not one. 

[Cries of ** Go on.” ; 

Mr. BAYLY proceeded. The difficulty (he 
said) which has arisen to-day is well understood 
in this House. The proposition which has been 
offered for consideration involves a measure of the “ 
highest consequence. We know that it is one 
that is engaging the attention of the whole people 
of the United States. Many of:our State Legisla- 
tures have acted and are acting upon this subject. 
And yet, being a question of so much consequence, 
and involving such considerations as we Know 
this proposition dves, it is brought in here, and 
by the second to the demand for the previous ques- 
tion, jt was made manifest to us that it was to: be 
carried through under the operation of the pre- 
vious question; that all debate was to be stopped; 
that the question was to be prejudged; that the 
resolution was to go to the Committee on Terri- 
tories, with an iron rule upon them, allowing them 
no time for consideration, no room for debate; 
that it was to come back upon us here from that 
committee, who, by the terms of the resolution 
itself, would be deprived of alf discretion—in a 
bill, the precise provisions of which the resolution 
defines, when we all know that the previous ques- 
tion might be called, and (if we are to judge from 
what has occurred to-day) it would be called upon 
the bill, we would be compelled to act upon this 
most important of all measures, involving the very 
stability of the Union itself, without the opportu-’ 

nity of the representatives of the people being 
heard upon it at all. : 

In this precise state of the case we lave felt it 
our duty on this side of the chamber, to resist it at 
all hazards. er oe 

Mr: STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, (interrupt- 
ing.) df this is a suggestion to’ allay excitement, 
I cail the gentleman to order. i Sa gA 

Mr. BAYLY, (continuing) “Lsay, let this res- 
olution pass i 

The SPEAKER. H the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania objects, the gentleman from Virginia, 
under the rule laid down, is not in order in’ con- 
tinuing his remarks. 

Mr. BAYLY, (to Mr. Srevens.) Do I under- 
stand the gentleman from Pennsylvania to object 
before I get through with my remarks? 

Mr. STEVENS. Yes. What the gentleman 
has already said is not calculated to allay excite- 
ment, l 

Mr. BAYLY resumed his seat. 

Mr. CARTER. l would like the indulgence of 
the House. 

Cries of ** Hear him.” 

The SPEAKER. The House will come to 
order. Gentlemen are requested to resume. their 
seats. No motion will be entertained untl order 
is restored in the Hall. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I wish the gentleman [Mr. 
Carter] to speak loud enough to be beard. : 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
asks the unanimous consent of the House to make 
a suggestion. f 

Objection was made. r A 

Mr. CARTER resumed -his seat, remarking 
that he had too much’ delicacy to press himself 
upon the attention of the House, if they were 
unwilling to hear him. 

Mr. GENTRY. I believe, Mr. Speaker, that 
I have not obtruded myself upon the House during 
this entire session. | ask the House to allow me 
to make a very brief suggestion: | pledge myself 


_ objection was made. 


that it shall be a wise one. 
‘Objection was made. 


“i 


‘tained. 
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The SPEAKER. The question recurs on 
the motion of the gentleman from Ohio, to lay on 
the table the motion of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, to reconsider the vote by which the House 
refused to lay on the table the resolution of the 
gentleman from Wisconsin. Upon that motion 
‘the yeas and nays are ordered. 

Mr. VENABLE. The gentleman from Florida 
[Mr. Canetti] asks to be excused from voting, 
and on that motion I call the yeas and nays. 
~The SPEAKER. The first motion is that of 
the gentleman ‘from Florida, to be excused from 
voting. On: that motion the yeas and nays are 
asked. : 

‘Fhe yeas and nays were ordered. 

«Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, asked to bè ex- 
cused from voting on the motion to excuse Mr. 
CABELL. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
such a motion would be in order. i 

Mr. BROWN. I make the motion. - 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi asks to be excused on the motion to ex- 
cuse the gentleman from Florida from voting. 

Mr. CARTER rose to a question of order. He 
wished to inquire whether this House, under its 
rules, was so miserably engaged that it was in the 
power of a small minority —— 

Calls to order, 

The SPEAKER called the House to order, and 
said the gentleman from Ohio would state his 
point of order 

Mr. CARTER. I am endeavoring to inquire 
into the structure of. the rules. [A laugh.] 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
will suspend until order is restored. 

Mr. CARTER. I was about to inquire, Mr. 
Speaker-—— 
` Mr. JONES. I demand that the gentleman 
from Ohio, shall reduce his point of order to 
“writing. : 

“Mr. CARTER. That is a very unusual de- 
mand. [A langh.] ° 

The SPEAKER said that the rules did not re- 

uire a gentleman upon the first statement, to re- 
duce his point of order to writing. After he had 
Stated it and it became necessary, he could be 
called upon to reduce it to writing. 

Mr. CARTER. I will reduce it to writing, 
if the gentleman wishes, after | havetstated it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would remind the 
gentleman from Ohio, that it is necessary to con- 
fine himself to a bare statement of the point of 
order. 

Mr. CARTER. I wish to make myself under- 
stood upon the point of order. Is itin order, Mr. 
Speaker, to multiply one question upon another, 
in the way of calling the yeas and nays, &e., with- 


out disposing of any of the questions before the || 


Flouse? Now I confess | am unlearned in the 
matter, and I inquire purely for information; for L} 
can conceive that this Flouse may be made a foot 
ball, to be kieked about by a minority. 

Calls to order, 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio, 
is transcending the rules of order. 

Mr. CARTER, 1 beg pardon of the Speaker 
and the House. 

Mr. Carrer resumed his seat. 

The SPEAKER. The only, point of order the | 
gentleman can present would be in reference to | 

the motion immediately pending. The Chair is 
of opinion that the motion now before the House | 
is one which can and ought to be entertained. As 
to the effect of these motions, to what length they 
can be cotertained, &c., it is not now for the Chair 
to decide. The only question for the Chair to de- 
cide is, whether under the rules of the House such 
a motion can be entertained as the motion to ex- | 
cuse the gentleman from Mississippi from voting. | 
The Chair decides that it can be. 

Mr. CARTER. I wish to make another point | 
of order, then; that is, that no question is in 
order that has the manifest purpose of arresting 
the legislation of the House. [Laughter, and | 
calls to order.] 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot decide 
what purposes members may have in view. The 
only question he can entertain is, whether under 
the rules of the House the motion can be enter- 
Beyond that he cannot go. 

Mr. CARTER. I take an appeal, then, for the | 
purpose of testing the practicability of these rules. | 


H 


The SPEAKER called the House. to order, and 
appealed to gentlemen to preserve order. ; 

The SPEAKER stated the pending question. 
The gentleman from Florida, [Mr. CABELL,}] he | 
said, has asked to be excused from voling. On 
the motion of the gentleman from Florida, the 
gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Brown] has 
asked to be excused from voting. . The gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Carrer] submits his point of 
order that the motion of the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi cannot be received at this time. The 
Chair has overruled the point of order. The 
gentleman from Ohio appeals from the decision of 
the Chair, and the question is ‘‘ Shall the decision 
of the Chair stand as the judgment of the House?’ 

Mr. VENABLE called for the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER, (continuing.) And the Chair 
will state, if the decision of the Chair be sus- 
tained by the House, the motion of the gentleman 
from Mississippi will be in order. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. _ 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved to 
Jay the appeal on the table, and demanded. the 
yeas and nays on that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. INGE moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. WENTWORTH called the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. 

Mr. CALDWELL asked to be excused from 
voting upon the appeal. 

The SPEAKER stated to the gentleman that the 
appeal was not immediately pending, the first ques- 
tion being on the motion to adjourn. 

The question was taken and decided in the nega- 
tive—yeas 74, nays 95; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Albertson, Alston, Anderson, Averett, 
Bay, Bayly, Bowdon, Bowhnu, Boyd, Breck, Albert G. 
Brown, William J. Brown, Burt, George Alfred Caldwell, 
Joseph P. Caldwell, Clingman, Williauison R. W. Cobb, 
Coleock, Daniel, Deberry, Dimmick, Edmundson, Alexan- 
der Evans, Ewing, Featherston, Gentry, Green, Hall, Isham 
G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Haymond, Billiard, Hub- 
bard, Inge, Andrew Juhanson, James L. Johnson, Robert W. 
Johnson, Jones, Kauman, Kerr, La Sere, Marshall, Robert 
M. McLane, MeQucen, Me Willie, Miter, Millson, More- 
head, Morton, Orr, Outlaw, Owen, Parker, Phelps, Rowell, 
Robbins, Robinson, Seddon, Stauly, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Richard H, Stanton, Alexander H, Stephens, Thomas, Jacob 
‘Thowpson, Jobn B. Thompson, Phurman, Toombs, Van 
Dyke, Venable, Wallace, Wellbora, Williams, Woodward, 
and Young—-74. 

NAYs—Mesers. Alexander, Andrews, Ashe, Bennett, 
Bingham, Booth, Briggs, Brooks, Buel, Burrows, Chester 
Butler, Thomas B, Buter, Joseph Cable, Campbell, Carter, 
Chander, Clark, Cieveland, Cole, Conger, Corwin, Dickey, 
Doty, Duer, Duncan, Durham, Durkev, Nathan Evans, 
Pih, Fowler, Freedley, Fuller, Gerry, Giddings, Gilmore, 
Goodenow, Got, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, 
Harjan, Thomas t. Harris, Hay, Hebard, Henry, Houston, 
Howe, Jackson, Daniel P. King, James G. King, John Ay 
King, Preston King, Littlefield, Horace Mann, Job Mann, 
Matteson, McGaughey, MeKissock, Meacham, Moore, Nel- 
son, Ogle, Otis, Peaslee, Peck, Putnam, Reynolds, Ris- 
ley, Rout, Rose, Sackett, Savage, Sawtelle, Schermer- 
horn, Schoolcraft, Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, 
Stevens, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Taylor, Underhill, Wal- 
dep, Waldo, Weniworth, White, Whittlesey, Wildiick, 
Witmot, Wsison, Winthrop, and Wood—95. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Before the vote was announced, Mr. McLANE, 
of Maryland, stated that the gentleman from Ohio, 
who occupied the seat at his lett, [Mr. OLDs,] had 
not voted, being absent from the House in atten- 
dance upon a colleague who was sick, [Mr. 
Moraris-} 

The question recurred on the motion of Mr. 
Tuompson to lay the appeal of Mr. Carrer on the 
table. 


Thaddeus | 


don, Stanly, Waldo, Welborn, Wentworth, Whittescy, 
Wildrick, Woodward, and Young—45. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ashe, Bayly, Bennett, Bingham, Booth, 
Boyd, Breck, Brooks, Burt, Joseph Cable, Clark, Cleveland, 
Clingman, W. R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Cole, Conger, Corwin, 
Crowell, Daniel, Deberry, Dickey, Doty, Duer, Dunham, 
Durkee, Alexander Evans, Ewing, Fowler, Freedley, Puller, 
Giddings, Goodenow, Gott, Green, Hall, Halloway, Hamp- 
ton, Harlan, S. W. Harris, Hebard, Henry, Houston, How- 
ard, Howe, Hubbard, Inge, R. W. Johnson, Julian, D. P. 
King, James G. King, Jolin A. King, Preston King, Horace 
Mann, Job Mann, McGanghey, Me Wullen, McQueen, Mil- 
Jer, Moore, Morton, Nelson, Ogle, Peaslee, Phelps, Putnam, 
Root, Sawtelle, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Silvester, Spalding, 
Sprague, R. F. Stanton, Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, Stroug, 
Sweetser, Taylor, Jacob Thompson, Underhill, Van Dyke, 
Walden, Wallace, White, Wilson, and Wood—89. 

So the House refused to excuse Mr. Jones. 

The question recurred on the motion of Mr. 
Tompson to lay the appeal on the table. 

Mr. KAUFMAN rose (he said) to a privileged 
question, He wished to knOéw by what right 
Robert E. Horner was upon the floor of the House. 
Ele found by reference to rule 17 that certain indi- 
viduals had the right to come in, and yet he found 
an individual, not among the classes enumerated — 
a man who had never been elected to an office ‘in 
this House—exercising the duties of Doorkeeper, 
coming into this Hall and preventing citizens from 
coming in. E . _ 

TheCHAIR. This is not a question of privilege. 

Mr. KAUFMAN. It has been decided to be a 
question of privilege by the Speaker upon the mo- 
tion of the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Jongs.] 

The SPEAKER., And overruled too, by the 
House. 

Mr. KAUFMAN. No. 
cision of the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. One appeal is pending—that 
| of the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Carrer.) The 
appeal of the gentleman from Texas, therefore, 
cannot be entertained. ; 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved that the 
House adjourn. 

Mr. VENABLE demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. McLANKE, of Maryland. I desire to know 
if the resolution of the gentleman from Wisconsin 
(Mr. Dory] were withdrawn at this stage of pro- 
ceedings, whether or not it would not be the first 
thing in order two weeks hence. ` 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mary- 
land will excuse the Chair from prescribing rules 
for the future action of the House. 

Mr. McLANE, I desire the general consent to 
make a suggestion for only three minutes. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman can only pro- 
ceed by the general consent. 

Mr. McLANE. I do not hear any objection. I 
| think my friend from Wisconsin will ‘withdraw 
his resolution after hearing my suggestion, 

Objection was msde to Mr. McLane proceeding. 
i; | The call of the roll was commenced on the mo- 
tion to adjourn. 

Considerable conversation and confusion took 
|| place, so as several times to suspend the call. 
| ‘Phe SPEAKER requested gentlemen to take 
their seats and preserve order, to enable the Clerk 
to record the responses of gentlemen. 

The result was finally announced, viz: yeas 70, 
nays 89; as follows: 
|| YUAS—Messrs. Albertson, Alston, Anderson, Ashe, Av- 
i} erett, Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bowlin, Breck, Albert G. Brown, 

Willian: J. Brown, Burt. George Alfred Caldwell, Joseph P. 
Caldwell, Cliugman, Williamson R. W., Cobb, Coleock, 


T appeal from the de- 


{ 
i 
i 
| 
| 


Mr. CLEVELAND asked the general consent 
of the House to make a proposition to those gen- 
tlemen who were disagreeing. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. BAYLY. 
the unanimous consent. 

Mr. VENABLE. I object. 


the motion to lay the appeal on the table, and de- 
manded the yeas and nays on that motion. 
Much confusion prevailed. 


The SPEAKER (Mr. Boyp temporarily occu- 


gentlemen to restore quiet and preserve order. 
‘Phe question was taken.and decided in the neg- | 
ative—yeas 45, nays 89; as follows: | 
YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Allen, Alston, An- | 
derson, Bowdon, Briggs, W. J. Brown, Buel, Chester But- 
Jer, T. B. Butler, G. A. Caldwell, J. P. Caldwell, Campbell, 
Chandler, Dimmick, Nathan Evans, Gilmore, Gonid, Hay, 
Haymond, HiHiard, Jackson, James L. Johnson, Kerr, Da | 


{Laughter and disorder.] 


Sére, Littlefield, Matteson, Robert M. McLane, Meacham, 
Morehead, Outlaw, Powell, Risley, Rose, Schoolcraft, Sed- 


I hope the gentleman will have | 


s NPQ i T “i : ees 
Mr. JONES asked to be excused from voting on j; Thurman, Venable, Wallace, Willians, 
;, Young—70, 
li NAYS—Mesers. Alexander, Allen, Baker, Benneu, Bing- 
The yeas and nays were ordered. f 
i 
i 


pying the chair) called to order and appealed to || 


|i Conrad, Danieli, Dimmick, Edmundson, Alexander Evans, 
i) Ewing, Featherston, Gentry, Green, Hall. Isham G. Harris, 
i; Sampson W. Harris, Haymond, Hilliard, Howard, Hubbard, 
|| luge, Andrew Johnson, Jas. Le Johnson, Robert W. Johu- 

sou, Jones, Kaufman, Kerr, La Sòre; Marshall, Mehana- 
|! han, Robert M, McLane, MeMallen, McQueen, Mc Willie, 
l Meade, Millson, Morehead, Mortan, Orr, Outaw, Phelps, 
[l PowcH, Robbins, Savage, Seddon, Shepherd, Richard H. 
: Stanton, Thomas, Jaco ‘hompsen, Jolm B. Thompson, 
Woodward, and 


} 
Ai 
i 


ham, Booth, Briggs, Brooks, Buel, Burrows, Chester But- 
; ler, Thomas B. Bater, Joseph Cable, Camphell, Carter, 
i Chandler, Clark, Cleveland. Cole, Conger, Corwin, Crow- 
i el, Doty, Duer, Dunbam, Durkee, Nathan Evans, Powler, 
| Freedley, Puller, Giddings, Gilmore, Goodenow, Gott, 
| Gould, Grinnell, Ralloway, Hampton, Harlan, Hebard, Hen- 
i ry, Howe, Jackson, Julian, Daniel P. King, James G. King, 
; Jobn A. Kins, Preston King, Littlefield, Horace Mann, 
| Job Mann, Matteson, McGaughey, MeKissock, Meacham, 
Moore, Nelson, Ogle, Otis, Peaslee, Peck, Phenix, Pitman, 
Reynolds, Root, Rose, Sackett, Sawtelle, Schenck, Setool- 
| craft, Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, Thaddens Stevens, Stet- 
| son, Strong, Sweetser, Taylor, Underhill, Walden, Waldo, 
Wentworth, White, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wilmot, Wil- 
son, Winthrop, and Wood—S9. 


| So the House refused to adjourn, 


1850. 
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[Mr. McCrernanp did not vote on this'motion, 
having paired off with a gentleman.] 
ena Coss (the Speaker) here resumed the 

pair, 5 are 

The SPEAKER announced that the question 
recurred upon the motion to lay the appeal on the 
table. : 

Mr. ORR moved that the House take a recess 
until to-morrow at 12 0’clock, M. 

The SPEAKER... The’ motion is not in order. 
It can only be. entertained by the unanimous con-, 
sent of the House. ; 

Mr. McLANE moved: that the House do now 
adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. That motion has just been 
made and rejected, and no action has intervened. 

Mr. McLANE. Has not the gentleman from 
South Carolina [Mr. Orr] moved that the House 
take a recess? 

The SPEAKER, That motion being proposed, 
notin order, and not received, is not such inter- | 
vening action as makes another motion now in 
order. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I rise to a priv- 
ileged question. I move that. when the House 
adjouns it adjourn to meet on Thursday next. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, demanded the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were refused. 

Mr. McMULLEN asked the gentleman from 
Arkansas to accept of an amendment. He did 
not, however, press his request. 

The question was taken on, the motion of Mr. 
Jounson and decided in the negative. 

Mr..McLANE renewed the motion that the 
House do now adjourn. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, and other gentlemen, 
demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 65, nays 98; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 


Bayly, Beale, Bowlin, Boyd, Breck, Burt, George A. Cald- 
well, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Clingmau, Williamson 


R. W. Cobb, Coleock, Conrad, Daniel, Dimmick, Duncan, 
Edmundson, Alexander Evans, Ewing, Featherston, Green, | 


Hah, Haymond, Hilliard, Howard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, | 
James L. Johnson, Robert W, Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, | 


Kerr, La Sére, Marshall, McLanahan, Robert M. McLane, |: 
McMullen, McQueen, Meade, Millson, Morehead, Morton, |: 
Orr, Ouuaw, Parker, Phelps, Powell, Robbins, Savage, |! 


Seddon, Shepperd, Frederick P.Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, 
Alexander H. Stevens, Thomas, Jacob ‘thompson, John B. 
Thompson, Toombs, Wallace, and Young—65. 
NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Allen, Alston, 
Baker, Bennett, Bingham, Booth, Briggs, Brooks, Albert G. 
Brown, W.J. Brown, Buel, Burrows, C. Butler, T. B. Butler, 
Joseph Cable, Campbell, Carter, Chandler, Clark, Cleveland, 
Cole, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Dickey, Doty, Duer, Dun- 
ham, Durkee, N. Evans, Fitch, Fowler, Freediy, Faller, Gid- 
dings, Gilmore, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, 
Iiuhpton, Harlan, I. G. Harris, S. W. Harris, Hebard, | 
Henry, Howe, -Hubbard, Jackson, Julian, Daniel P. King, 
James G. King, John A. King, Preston King, Littlefield, H. 
Mann, Job Vann, Matteson, McGaughey, McKissock, 
Meacham, Moore, Nelson, Ogle, Otis, Peastee, Peck, j 
Phoenix, Pitnam, Root, Rose, Sackett, Sawtelle, Schenck, 
Schermerhorn, Schooteraft, Silvester, Spalding, ‘Thaddeus 
Stephens, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Taylor, Underhill, 
Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wentworth, White, Whittlesey, 
Witdrick, Wilmot, Wilson, Winthrop, and Wood—98. 


So the House refused to adjourn. 


The SPEAKER announced that the question | 
recurred upon the motion of Mr. THompson, of | 
Mississippi, to lay on the table the appeal of Mr. 
Carrer- on which question the yeas and nays 
had been ordered. : | 

Mr. ORR asked to be excused from voting. | 

Mr. JONES asked the yeas and nays on Mr. 
Orr’s motion. f 

The. yeas and nays were ordered; and being | 
taken resulted—y eas 32, nays 110; as follows: i 


YgAS—Mossis. Anderson, Bay, Briggs, Buti, Burrows, | 
Chester Butler, Thowas B Barer, Camphell, Carter, | 


Goud, 
Jo: 


; D ckey, Buty. Dur, | 
Featineistor, Pe wier, Fuller, 


Tt. bori, 
sen, Rob rt 


Riehard H: Stanton, Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson; Strong, 
Sweeiser, Taylor, Thomas, Jacob ‘thompson, Thurman, 
Toombs, Gnderbit, van Dyke, Venatle, Wilden, Waldo 
Wallace, We-tworth, Whie, Whittles-y, Wildriek, wie 
mor, Wisou, Winthrop, and Wood—1 t0. 

So Mr. Orr was not excused. 


Mi, STEPHENS, of Georgia, inquired if the 
House should now adjourn, what would be the 
condition of this resolution when it next came in 
order. ` 

The SPEAKER replied that this resolution 
would be the first thing in order when the House 
should again be called for resolutions, which 
would be this day two weeks. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Will it come up then just 

as it now is under the second to the previous 
question? 
_ The SPEAKER. It will come up as it now 
is. A 
Mr.STEPHENS. Well; I trust the House will 
adjourn, and give us an opportunity in the mean- 
time to settle this thing agreeably. 

I move that the House do now adjourn. 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered, 
and being taken, resulted—yeas 67, nays 87; as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bayly, 
Beale, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Breck, William J. Brown, 
George A. Caldwell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Clingman, W. R. 
W. Cobb, Daniel, Dimmick, Duncan, Edmundson, Alexan- 
der Evans, Ewing, Featherston, Preedley, Green, Hall, I G. 
Harris, S. W. Harris, Hay, Haymond, Hutliard, Howard, 
Hubbard, Inge, James L. Johnson, Robert W. Jolson, 
Jones, Kaufman, Kerr, Robert M. McLane, McMutien, 
McQueen, MeWillie, Meade, Miller, Milson, Morebead, 
Orr, Outlaw, Parker, Phelps, Powell, Robbins, Savage, Sed- 
don, Shepperd, Frederick Stanton, Richard I. Stanton, 
Alexander H. Stephens, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, John B. 
Thompson, ‘Toombs, Van Dyke, Venable, Wallace, Wil- 
liams, and Woodward—67. 

NAYS—Messts. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Bennett, Bing- 
hain, Booth, Briggs, Brooks, Buch, Burrows, Thomas B. 
Butler, Joseph Cable, Campbell, Carter, Chandler, Clark, 
Cleveland, Cole, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Dickey, Doty, 
Dunham, Durkee, Fitch, Fowler, Fuller, Giddings, Gilmore, 
Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Hatloway, Hampton, |] 
Harlan, Hebard, Henry, Howe, Jackson, Julian, Daniel P. p 
King, James G. Kiug, John A. King, Preston King, Litte- | 
field, Horace Mann, Job Mann, Matteson, McGaughey, |! 
Meacham, Moore, Morton, Nelson, Ogle, Peastee, Peck, | 
Pheonix, Piunan, Root, Rose, Sackett; Sawtelle, Schenck, || 
Schermerhorn, Schooleralt, Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, 
Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Taylor, U 
derhill, Walden, Waldo, Wentworth, White, Whittlesey, | 
Wildrick, Wilmot, Wilson, Winthrop, and Wood—87. 


So the House refused to adjourn. 


(Mr. Purnam did not vote, having paired off, 
he stated, with a gentleman from Georgia. ] 

Mr. CARTER. 1 wish to make an inquiry— 
whether it would be in order to move an adjourn- 
ment, and connect with it the pending business? 
Whether you can override the rules by the action | 
of the House in thus connecting the business be- 
fore the House with the motion to adjourn? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the 
motion cannot be entertained. The mation: to 
adjourn would be in order after an intervening 
motion. : ; 

Mr, CALDWELL, of Kentucky. I move that | 
when this House adjourns it adjourn to meet on 
Wednesday next, at 12 o’clock. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Suppose we continue in 
session till Wednesday, at 12 o’clock, what would 
be the effect of that motion ? | 

The SPEAKER. The Chair declines to anti- | 
cipate points of order, bat will decide them suc- 
cessively as they arise. i 


Mr. LITTLEFIELD. I desire to inquire | 


i 
i 


whether a motion to postpone the further consid- |} 


eration of this business till to-morrow at 12 o’clock, 

and make it the special order, would bein order? 
The SPEAKER. 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. 


main question? 


The SPEAKER. The Chair can state them at | 


the proper t.me, as they arise. There are several 
questions, however, pending. ‘The question is 
next on the motion of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, that when the House adjourns it adjourn į 
to Wednesday next. i 


i 


| 
The yeas and nays were asked and ordered, | : A : 
y y , | mouon to adjourn would be elearly in order, which 


and, being taken, were—yeas 38, nays 106; as fol- 


lows:; | A : | 
order, at the same time that a previous motion to 
|i 


YEAS—Messrs. Averett, Bayly, Beale, Boyd, Breck, 
Burt, George Alfred Caldwell, Joseph P. Caldweli, Cling- 
man, Coleock, Edmusdson, Featherston, Green, Holiday, 
Tuge, James L. Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kaut- 
man, Kerr, La Sére, McQueen, Meade, Millsou, Orr, Out- 


| adjourn, and I do it in good faith. 


It would not be in order, f 
I desire to | 
inquire for information how many questions will |! 
| have to be determined before we can reach the: 


ick. P. Stanton, Richard- H: Stanton; Thomas, John. Bu 
Thompson, Toombs, Venable, and Woudward—as... : 
NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Alien, “Alston; 
Bay, Bennett, Bingham, Booth, Bowlin, Briggs, Brooks, Al- 
bert G. Brown, Wiliam J. Brown; Buel, Burrows; Thoinas 
8. Butler, Joseph Cable, Campbell, Carter, Chandler, Clark, 
Cleveland, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Conger, Corwin, Dat- 
iel, Dickey, Dimnick, Doty, Duncan, Dunhim, Durkee, 
A. Evans, Fitch, Fowler, Maller, Giddings, Gilmore, Gott: 
Gould, Grinnelt, Halloway, Hall, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, 
Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, Houston, Howey 
Hubbard, Jackson, Andrew Jolson, Jusian, Daniel P, King, 
Jaines G. King. John A. King, Preston King, Liulefield, Hor- 
ace Mann, Job Mann, Marshall, Matteson, McGaughey, Me- 
Kissock, Robert M. McLane, McMullen, Meacham, Moore, 
Morehead, Nelson, Ogle, Parker, Peasiee, Peck, Pitman, 
Reynolds, Root, Rose, Sackett, Sawtelle, Schenck, Seker- 
merhorn, Sehooicrati, Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, Alexan- 
der H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, Sirong, Sweet- 
ser, ‘Taylor, Van Dyke, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, White, 
Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wilmot, Wilson, Winthrop, and 
Wood—106. 
So the House refused to adjourn to Wednesday 
next. 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved that 
the House do now adjourn. ° 
{t wanted a quarter of ten o’clock. 
Mr. ROOT demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 
The question was taken and decided in the neg- 
ative—yeas 25, nays 84; as follows: ` 
YEAS--Mussrs. Albertson, Bay, Bayly, Bowlin, : Boyd, 
Breck, Joseph P. Caldwell, Conrad, Daniel, immick, 
Duncan, Alexander Evans, Hali, Kerr, Marshall, Robert Ni. 
McLane, Meade, Moorehead, Powell, Robbins, Savage; 
Seddon, Shepperd, Joun B. Thompson, and Walince—25, 
NAYS—Mvessrs. Alexander, Allen, Bennett, Bingham, 
Booth, Briggs, Brooks, Albert G; Brown, Burrows, Chester 
Butler, Thomas B. Butler, Joseph Cable, Campbell, Carver; 
Chandler, Clark, Cleveland, Cole, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, ; 
Dickey, Doty, Duer, Dunham, Durkee, Piteh, Fowler, Pali 
ler, Giddings, Gilmore, Goodcnow, Gott, Gould, Grinuell, 
Hatioway, Hampton, Fhurlan, Hebard, Henry, Howe, Jack- 
son, Julian, Daniel P. King, James G. King, Johu A. King, 
Preston King, Littlefield, Horace Mann, Job Mann, Matte- 
son, Meacham, Moore, Morton, Nelson, Ogle, Peastee, 
Peck, Pitman, Root, Rose, Sackett, Sawtelle, Scheuck, 
Schermerhornu, Schoolcraft, Silvester, Spaldiag, Spragne, 
Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Taylor, 
Underi, Walden, Waldo, Weutworth, White, Whittte- 
sey, Wildrick, Wilmot, add Winthrop—-84. ` 


So the House refused to adjourn. 


The SPEAKER announced that no quorum 
had voted. 

Mr. WOOD moved that the House take a recess,. 

The SPEAKER. ‘That motion is not in order. 
It can only be entertained by universal consent. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. As we 
cannot move a call of the House, I move that we 
[Laughter:] 

Mr. WENTWORTH. 1 ask the yeas and 
nays. 

Mr. FOWLER. Is the motion of .the genile- 
man from Mississippi in order? ; 

The SPEAKER. The Chair stated, to -the 
House, when it was found without a quorum, 
some time since, that in the present condition of 
the business before the House, no other motion 
can be entertained except a motion to adjourn, 
No other business cay be proceeded with by the 
House without a quorum, and the Chair is of 
opinion that though no action has intervened since 
the rejection of the motion to adjourn, yet, as no 
other motion is in order, a motion to adjourn 
would be. The question, therefore, is on the mo- 
tion of the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. 
Tuompson] that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Has any business intervened 
since the last motion to adjourn ? 

The SPEAKER. No. 

Mr. SCHENCK, Well, I raise the question 


j of order, that itis not then in order now to move 


to adjourn, 
The SPEAKER. The Chair has stated, that 
when a motion is made to adjonra, pending the 


j question there can be no point of: order enter- 


taind by the Chair, nor can any question arise; 
and, for the reason which the Chair has already 
stated upon one or two occasions to the House, 


} that if when a motion to adjourn is made, a point 


law, Powell, Robbins, Savage, Seddon, Shepperd, Freder- 


| of order were entertained, an appeal from the de- 
| cision of the Chair might be made, and the House 
|! become involved in votes upon questions of order, 


i : : 
In this state of things, the House will observe a 


i would result in. leaving a motion to adjourn in 
adjourn was pending. - 
Mr. SCHENCK. [ know that when a motion 
toadjourn is pending, another motion to adjourn 
cannot be made, but | raise the point of order, that 


r 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


- Feb. 18, 


amotion:to:adjourn. having been. made. and. re- | 
jected, another. motion to adjourn cannot be re- | 
ceived, without some intervening business; and } 
the motion to.adjoura having been rejected, upon | 
a vote of less than a` quorum, that we mast have a 
‘eal of the House or a count, to ascertain whether 
there is a quorum present. i 
-Tie SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio, 
iş aware, thateven if his point of order were en- 
tertained, no.appeal could be entertained, for one 
appeal is. already pending. The Chair would state 
that the question before the -House is on the mo- 
tion to-adjourn. ; . ` 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland. I submit to, the 
Chair, that-.as an appeal is not in order, and as it 
is not in order under the rules, to submit to the 
Houre any motion, not even a motion to adjourn, 
that this House stands dissolved and adjourned for 
the day: (Laughter) 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
the House does not stand adjourned, until a major- 
ity of the House decide that it shall be adjourned. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I desire to state the point of į 
ordér which I make. 

Mr. ASHE rose to a point of order. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I am making a point of 
order, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will hear the 
point of order of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
ScHENCK.] 

Me. SCHENCK. By the 50th rule there can be 
no call of the House after the previous question is 
seconded; but that rule relates to the transaction || 
of business, a quorum being present. Flere, how- 
ever, we have no qucrum. By the Constitution it 
is provided that, a smaller umber than a quorum 
may adjourn (rom day to day, and compel the at- 
tendance of absent members. ` By the 65th rule it 
is provided that “ any fifteen members (including 
the Speaker, if there be one,) shall be authorized 
to compel the attendance of absent members.” 
My pomt of order is, then, that notwithstanding 
the second of the previous question, we have the 
right, when we find ourselves without a quorum, 
under the provision of the Constitution and the 
G5:h rule, (the 50:h rule not then applying,) “ to 
compel- the attendance of absent members; and 
in order to do s0, to ascertain who are absent. A 
mouon to adjourn having been made and voted 
down, | propose to renew the call of the House, 
which l elum I may do, notwithstanding the 50th 
rule, Instead of receiving my motion the Speaker 
is ent maining a motion to adjourn directly; and 
my point of order is, that the second motion toad- 
journ cannot be entertained, no motion having in- 
tervened since the rejection of the first motion w 
adjourn, and the Speaker overruling the point, I | 
appeal from his decision, If the Speaker says he | 
will not entertain my appeal there is an end of it. | 
Sarl wish it to be distinctly understood that L ap- 

eals 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state the 
reasons why he will not entertain the appeal, in 
order that they may be distinctly understood by 
the House. 

Mr. DUER. The Chair before stating them || 
will permit me to make an additional point of | 
order by way of suggestion—that there is no con- 
tradiction between the rule of the Fouse which 
says you shall not have a call of the House | 
after the second of the previous question, and the i 
provision of the Consutution and the rule allow- | 
ing fifteen members to order a call and compel the 
attendance of absent members, for the reason that 
the rule prohibiting a call of the House after the 
second of the previous question, must apply to | 
culls where there is a quorum competent to do 
business; whereas the other rule and this clause of | 


he has been a member of this body in no instance- 
has there been known a call of the House to be. 
entertained ‘after the previous question was se- 
conded. È } 
Upon the other point made by the gentleman 
from Ohio, on which he desires to. take an appeal 
from the decision of the Chair, the Chair believes 
that every member of the House will coincide with 
him in the opinion he now expresses, that points 
of order cannot be multiplied one upon the other; 
and the Chair cannot entertain an appeal from his 


| decision when another appeal is pending before 


the House and undisposed of. It is for this rea- 
son the Chair has pronounced his decision, and he 
has desired to state it to the House that it may be 
distinctly understood by them. 

It is moved that the House do now adjourn, _ 

Mr. SCHENCK. Upon that motion [ ask the 
yeas and nays. . 

Mr. CARTER. With a view to disembarrass 
the question which my colleague makes, I will 
withdraw my appeal. 

Mr. SCHENCK therefore restated his point of 
order and appeal from the decision of the Chair. 

The yeas and nays were ordcred on the motion 
to adjourn. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Do I understand the Speak- 
er now to entertain my appeal from the decision 
of the Chair, that he will receive a motion to 
adjourn ? 

The SPEAKER. After the decision of the mo- 
tion to adjourn, if it be rejected, the Chair will 
receive the gentleman’s point of order. 

Mr. SCHENCK. The Chair will entertain the 
appeal from the decision, receiving the motion to 
adjourn after that motion is disposed of? Will the 
Chair now receive the appeal—the appeal of my 
colleague [Mr. Carrer] having been withdrawn? 

The SPEAKER. Having entertained a mo- 
tion to adjourn, the gentleman from Ohio will per- 
ceive, for the reasons which the Chair has already 
stated, that no question of order can arise pending 
that motion. 

The question was taken on the motion to ad- 
journ, and decided in the negative—yeas 52, nays 
83; as follows: Ë 

YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Alston, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
Bayly, Boyd, Breek, Albert G, Brown, Burt, Chester Buter, 
E. Carrington Cabell, Gvorge A. Caldwell, Joseph P. Cald- 
well, Ulingman, Wilhamson R. W. Cobb, Conrad, Daniel, 
Dinniiek, Duncan, Rdmundson, Alexander Evans, Hilliard, 
Holmes, Howard, Hubbard, Andrew Jotinson, James L. 


Johnson, Robert W. Jonson, Jones, Kerr, Marshall, Robert 
M. McLane, MeMuileu, McQueen, MeWillie, Millson, 


Morehead, Morton, Outlaw, Parker, Powell, Robbins, Sav- 
H k ? > 3 3 > 


age, Seddon, Predetick P. Stauton, Thomas, Jacob Thomp- 
sou, Johu B. ‘Thompson, Thariman, Wallace, aud Wood- 
ward—32. 

NAYS—Messts. Allen, Bennett, Bingham, Booth, Briggs, 
Bronks, Burrows, Thomas B. Butler, Joseph Cable, Canip- 
bell, Carter, Chandler, Ciark, Cleveland, Cole, Conger, 
Carwin, Crowell, Dickey, Doty, Doer, Dunham, Durkee, 
Lib, Powter, Fuiler, Giddings, Gilmore, Goode now, Gott, 
Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Harlan, Thomas L. 
Uarris, Hebard, Houry, Howe, Jackson, Julian, D. P. King, 
James G. King, Jobu A. King, Preston King, Littteticld, 
Horace Min, Matteson, Meisissock, Meacham, Moore, 


N n, Ogle, Peaslee, Puck, Pitan, Potter, Ruot, Rose, 
Ss: Sawtetle, Se & Rehermerborn, Schoolcraft, 


n Spalding, Sprague, Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, 
Sweeiser, Underidl, Walden, Widdo, Wentworti, 


Wood, aud Young—83. 

So the House refused to adjourn, 

{it was now half past ten o’clock.] 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Carrer] now withdraw his appeal? 

Mr. CARTER. lt is immaterial—whether it 
stands or not. 

The SPEAKER. The appeal of the gentleman 


from Ohio being withdrawn, the question recurs 
upon 


the Coustitution provide for cases where there is i 
NOt a quorum. H 
The SPEAKER. The Constitution authorizes 

a smaller number than a quorum © to compel the 
attendance of absent members.” The House has 
passed the rules by which it will carry out this 
provision of the Constitution. If by these rules 
it has tied its hands, it is the misfortune of the 
House, but the Chair must be bound by them. 
The decision that there can be no call of the House | 
afier the second of the previous question, the | 
Chair believes will be found -to be in conformity | 
With the practice and decisions of the House daring | 
perhaps. every preceding administration of the | 
Chair, since the foundation of the government, cer- | 
ainly under every administration. Certainly since | 


} 


Mr. STEVENS of Pennsylvania rose to a 
point of order; and made the point, that while this 
business remained before the House, under the 
second of the previous question, the Chair could 
entertain no question, except a motion to adjourn; 
but must put the question upon ordering the main 
question. He held, therefore, that all the motions 
which had been entertained were out of order. 

The SPEAKER. The point of order must be 
confined to the present motion. The other mo- 
tons are not now before the House. The Chair 
cannot entertain a point of order affecting five or 
SIX Or More questions. 

Mr. STEVENS. I can make the point as to 
each question successively, 

The SPEAKER. By the withdrawal of the 
appeal of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Carter,] 


White, Whittesey, Wildrick, Wilmut, Wilson, Winthrop, © 


the House is placed back in the same position in 
which they were before the appeal was taken, 
which was that the gentleman from. Mississippi, 
(Mr. Brown,] asks to be excused from voting 
upon the motion to excuse the gentleman from 
Florida, [Mr. Capetu.] The gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Stevens,] now. makes the 
point of order, that the gentleman from Missis- 
sippi is not entitled to make such a motion. The 
Chair overrules. the point, and decides that the 
motion of the gentleman from Mississippi, for 
leave to- be excused, is in order. 

Mr. STEVENS. If the decision of the Chair 
is overruled with reference to this question, I can 
go back and. make the point of order upon all the 
others? 

The SPEAKER. Yes. | . 

Mr. STEVENS. Then, in order to decide the 
matter, I take an appeal from the decision of the 
Chair. I do so to see whether we can ever get at 
legislation. eee 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. I move to 
lay the appeal on thetable. 

The SPEAKER. Which places the question 
precisely where it was before. 

Mr. CLINGMAN appealed to the gentleman 
from Mississippi [Mr. ‘fuomeson] to withdraw 
the motion to lay on the table, to allow the yeas 
and nays to be ordered upon the appeal, after 
which the gentleman could renew the motion, 

Mr. THOMPSON withdrew accordingly. 

And the question recurring on the appeal 

Mr. CLINGMAN asked the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. THOMPSON renewed the motion to lay 
the appeal on the table. 

Mr. CLINGMAN asked the yeas and nays on 
this motion; which were ordered. 

Mr. CLINGMAN moved that the House do 
now adjourn. , 

{It wanted now five minutes to eleven o’clock.] 

Mr. JONES asked the yeas and nays. . 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 57, nays 84; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Alston, Anderson, Ashe, Av- 
erett, Bayly, Bowdon, Boyd, Breck, Albert G. Brown, Burt, 
E. Carrington Cabell, George Alfred Caldwell, Joseph P. 
Caldwell, Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Conrad, 
Daniel, Dimanick, Edinandson, Alexander Evans, Featber- 
ston, Green, Isham G, Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Hilliard, 
Holmes, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, James 
L, Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Kaufman, Kerr, La Sére, 
Marshall, Robert M. McLane, McMullen, McQueen, Me- 
Willie, Millson, Orr, Quulaw, Parker, Phelps, Powell, Rob- 
bins, Savage, Seddon, Shepperd, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Richard H. Stanton, Thomas, John B. Thompson, Venable, 
and Woodward—57. 

NAYS-—Mossrs. Alexander, Allen, Baker, Bennett, Bing- 
ham, Booth, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Thomas B. Butler, 
Joseph Cable, Campbell, Carter, Chandler, Clark, Cleve- 
land, Cole, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Dickey, Doty, Duer, 
Dunham, Durkee, Nathan Evans, Fitch, Fowler, Puller, 
Giddings, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Halloway, Hampton, 
Harlan, Hebard, Henry, Howe, Jackson, Julian, Daniel P. 
King, George G. King, James G. King, John A. King, Pres- 
ton King, Litteficld, Horace Mann, Job Mann, Matteson, 
McKissock, Meacham, Moore, Morton, Nelson, Uzle, Otis, 
Peaslee, Peck, Potter, Risley, Root, Rose, Sackett, Saw- 
whe, Schenck, Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, Thaddens 
Stevens, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Taylor, Underhill, 
Walden, Waldo, Wentworth, Wildrigk, Wilmot Wilson, 
Winthrop, Wood, and Young—84. 

So the House refused to adjourn. f 

Mr. WALLACE moved that when the House 
adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Wednesday next, 
at twelve o’clock, 

Mr. CARTER made the question of order, 
that that motion had once been submitted to the 
House and refused, and that it was therefore not 
now in order, : 

_ The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
it is not now in order, . 

Mr. WALLACE. I modify my motion so as 
adjourn to Thursday, at twelve o'clock, 

Mr. JONES said he would demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 


Tennessee demand the yeas and nays? 

Mr. JONES. Yes; 1 demand the yeas and 
nays. Gentlemen may consider them called for 
upon every question. - : 

The SPEAKER, upon reflection, stated that 
this motion had already been made, and therefore 
was not now in order. 

Mr. JONES. I move (the Senate concurring) 
that this House adjourn to Monday next. 

The SPEAKER ruled the motion out of order. 
Mr. VENABLE. I move that. when the House 
adjourns, it adjourn to meet.on Wednesday, at 


eleven o’clock. 
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The SPEAKER, The Chair is of opinion that 
the motion is not in order. The House have 
fixed a regular hour of meeting, and the Chair is 


of opinion that the hour cannot be changed in 
this manner, 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I understand the pending 
motion to be to lay on the table the appeal of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Srevens.] 


The SPEAKER. That is the motion before 
the House. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I desire to be excused 
from. voting on that motion. 
_. Mr. JONES asked the yeas and nays on Mr. 
CxinemMan’s motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved to lay 
that motion on the table: 

The SPEAKER. The Chair doubts whether 
a motion to excuse a member from voting, can be 
laid on the table. i 


So the motion of Mr. Sranron was not re- 
ceived. ; 

‘The question recurred, and was taken upon the 
motion of Mr. Cureman, for leave to be ex- 
cused from voting, and the vote stood—yeas 44, 
nays 96; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Alexander, Anderson, Bay, Breck, Briggs 


Albert G. Brown, Burrows, Burt, B. ©. Cabell, Joseph Ca 
ble, Campbell, Carter, Cleveland, Coteock. Conrad, Cor- 
win, Dimmick, Dunham, Edmundson, Nathan Evans, 
Ewing, Fitch, Henry, Holes, Houston, Inge. Jones, Kerr, 
Littlefield, Marshall, Robert M. McLane, Otis, Peastee, 
Peck, Phetps, Pitman, Savage, Spalding, Jacob Thompson, 
Wentworth, Wildrick, and Wilson—44. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Allen, Alston, Ashe, Averett, 
Baker, Bayly, Bennett, Bingham, Booth, Bowdon, Brooks, 'T, 
B. Butler, George A, Caidwell, Joseph P; Caldwell, Chandler, 
Clark, W. R. W. Cobb, Cole, Conger, Crowell, Daniel, 
Dickey, Duer, Durkee, Fowler, Gaodenow, Gould, Grin- 
peli, Hackett, Hallowav, Harlan, [sham G. Harris, Sampson 
W. Haris, Hebard; Hilliard, Howe, Jackson, Robert W. 
Johnson, Julian, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. 
King, Jobn A. King, Preston King. La Sère, Horate Mann, 
Job Mann, McQueen, MeWillie, Meachain, Moore, Nelson, 

` Osle, Orr, Outlaw, Parker, Potter, Powell, Reynolds, Roh- 
bins, Root, Sawtelle, Schenck, Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Sil- 
vester, Sprague, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, 
Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Taylor, 
Thomas, John B. Thompson, Underhill, Venable, Walden, 
Waldo, Wallace, Whittlesey, Wilmot, Winthrop, Wood, 
Woodward, and Young—96. 


So Mr. Curneman was not excused. 


Mr. CALDWELL asked to be excused from 
voting on the motion to lay on the table. . 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved to ad- 
journ, but withdrew the motion. 

{It was now half past 11 o’clock.] 

Mr. CARTER renewed it. 

The yeas and were asked and ordered. 

The question, “ Will this House now ad- 
journ ?” was then taken and decided in the nega- 
tive—yeas 52, nays 88; as follows: 

YVEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Anderson, Ashe, Averett: 
Bay. Bayly, Bowdon, Boyd, Breck, Burt, E. C., Cabell, G} 
A. Caldwell, Joseph P, Caldwell, Clingman, W. R.W. Cobb, 
Daniel, Dimmick, Edusundson, Alexander Evans, Feathers- 
ton, Green, I. G. Harris, S. W. Harris, Hilliard, Hubbard, 
Inge, Andrew Johnson, James L. Johnson, R. W. Johnson, 
Jones, Kerr, La Sére, Marshall, R. M. McLane, McQueen, 
Me Willie, Millson, Morchead, Orr, Outliw, Parker, Phelps, 
Robbins, Savage, Shepperd, F. P. Stauton, R. H. Stanton, 
Thomas, John B. Thompson, Thurman, Venable, Wallace, 
and Wood ward—62. 

NAY S—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Baker, Bennett, 
Bingham, Booth, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, T. B. Butler, 
Joseph Cable, Campbell, Carter, Chandler, Clark, Cleve- 
Jand, Cole, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Dickey, Doty, Duer, 
Durkee, Nathan Evans, Fitch, Fowler, Fuller, Giddings, 
Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnel, Halloway, Hampton, 
Harlan, Hebard, Henry, Howard, Howe, Jackson, Daniel P- 
King, George G. King, James G. King, J. A. King, Preston 
King, Littlefield, Horace Mann, Job Mann, Matteson, Me- 
Kissock, Meacham, Moore, Morton, Nelson, Ogle, Otis, 
Peaslee, Pitman, Potter, Reynolds, Root, Rose, Sackett, 
Sawtelle, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Sebooleraft, Silvester, 
Spalding, Sprague, Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, Strong, 
Sweetser, Taylor, Underhill, Walden, Waldo, Wentwarth, 
White, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wiimot, Wilson, Winthrop, 
and Wood—8s. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 


Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, said that it was 
his intention when the hour of twelve should 
have arrived, or as near to that time as might be 
in order, to submit a question of order for the de- 
cision of the Chair, But before he did so, he 
hoped that he might, by general consent, submit 
a motion that when the House adjourna it adjourn 


25 


H to.meet on Wednesday next. 


He presumed that 
there were few, perhaps no member of the House 
who would desire to come here to-morrow after so 
laborious and protracted a session as had now 
been held. He was willing to remain here so 
long as, under the rules, the question before the 
-House was still the legitimate business before it. 
After that time shall have expired as, (if he was 
correct in the point of order which he intended to 
make,) it soon must expire, he hoped the House 
would agree with him that an adjournment over 
to Wednesday was as proper as he felt sure it 
was necessary. 

The point of order which he had indicated, and 
to which he would now invite the attention of the 
Chair, was this: By the rules of the House, on 


Fridays and Saturdays, (the civil, calendar days,) | 


certain business, and only certain business, was 
in order. So, also, upon the civil, calendar day, 
(Monday,) certain business was in order, and 
only in order then. Now, he submitted that the 
civil, calendar day (Monday) expired at 12 o’clock 
to-night, and that the resolution of the gentleman 
from Wisconsin [Mr. Dory] would cease at that 
hour to be the regular business before the House; 
that the day of Monday would then have expired— 
the day on which, by the rules of the House, the 
States could be called in their order for resolutions. 
The hour of twelve had not yet quite arrived; but 
he was sure that gentlemen, fatigued and ex- 
hausted as they must be, would not make five or 
ten minutes a matter of difference with him; and 
he asked that, by unanimous consent, the point 
should be decided now. 

Mr. WENTWORTH interposed to a point of 
order. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman could pro- 
ceed only by unanimous consent. If the gentle- 
man from Illinois [Mr. Wentworrn] objected, 
the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. McLane] 
could not proceed with his remarks.: 

i Mr. WENTWORTH objected, he said, to de- 
pate, 

Mr. McLANE. I do not wish to debate, nor 
am ł doing so. I merely desired to state my point 
of order fully and distinctly. I have no more to 


say. 

The SPEAKER. The point of order made by 
the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. McLane] can- 
not properly be considered before twelve o’clock. 

Mr. McLANE. The hour of twelve is close 
upon us. Task that by unanimous consent the 
point of order may be considered now. 

The SPEAKER. If the House consent, the 
Chair will give its opinion upon the point of order 
now, as the Chair was prepared to decide it when 
the hour of twelve should have arrived. The 
House can then take such action as it pleases. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. What is the question 
before the House? 

The SPEAKER Itis on the motion to lay on 
the table the appeal taken from the decision of the 
Chair. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. 
will be taken. 

No objection seeming to be interposed to the 
consideration at this time of the point of order 
raised by Mr. McLane— 

The SPEAKER proceeded. Anticipating that 
this point of order might arise, the Chair has taken 
pains to examine it, and has given to it the best 
consideration and reflection which the time and the 
circumstances have permitted, and has sought to 
enlighten bis judgment from every source within his 
reach. And the Chair has arrived at the conclu- 
sion that the “ Monday” set apart by the rules 
for the reception of resolutions, in the order of the 
States and Territories, expires at twelve o’clock to- 
night; and that when that hour shall have passed, 


I hope the question 


‘the business now before the House will, by the 


force of the rules, pass from before the considera- 
tion of the House as not belonging to any other 
day of the week than Monday. That is the opia- 
ion of the Chair on the point of order. 

Mr. McLANE now moved that when the 


| House adjourns it adjourn to meet on, Wednesday. 


The SPEAKER, reviewing big decision on a 


previous motion of similar import, entertained the 
motion, . aC 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and being 
taken, were—yeas 55, nays 83; as follows: * 

So the House refused to adjourn to Wednesday. 

[The hour of twelve had now passed.] f 

Mr. MeLANE moved that the House adjourn. 

. The SPEAKER stated the question. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Before we adjourn let us un- 
derstand each other clearly on one point. LT under: 
stand, sir, (addressing the Spmwaxer,) that the 
Chair has decided that we. can no longer act on 
this resolution, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has so decided. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Yes, sir. 

And thereupon, at twelve minutes past twelve 
o’clock, the question was taken and decided in the 
affirmative without a division. 

The SPEAKER announced that the Fouse 
stood adjourned until twelve o'clock this day. : 

The new form of annunciation created. a good 
deal of merriment, in the midst. of which the 
House adjourned. 2 


NOTICE OF BILLS, 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD gave notice of his intention to intro- 
duce, as soon as he could ander the rules, a bill to prohibit 
the sale of intoxicating tiquors in the publie buildings and 
on the public grounds in the city of Washington, 

Mr. rHOONIX gave notice that he will, at an early day, 
ask Jeave to introduce a bill to make the county of Wash- 
ington, in the State of New York, a collection district, and 
the town of White Hail a port of entry, to be ca led the dis- 
trict ef White Iall, 


PETITIONS, &c. 
The following petitions, &c., were presented 
under the rule and appropriately referred: ; 
By Mr. KING, of Massachusetts: The remonstrance of 
Stephen C. Phillips, of Salem, and 40 others, against the 
extension of Woodwortt’s patent for planing. 
Also, the remonstrance of David Daniels and 24 other 


citizens of Danvers, against a special act to make more 
valuable Thomas Btanchard’s & Self-directing Machine”? 

Also; the petition of George Osborne and 105 other citizens 
| of Danvers, for the establishment of two ceuts postage on 
prepaid letters, 

By Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania: The petition of 
N. Thaly, praying for relief on account of an alleged false 
conviction and imprisonment on a charge of felonjously 
purloining letters containing money, : 

By Mr. TAYLOR: The petition of 8. W. Ely, Anthony 
Walker, John Hough, and Thomas J. Winship, the present 
and late registers and receivers of the land athce at Chilli- 


? cothe, Obio, praying that fees. may be allowed them for en- 


ering military land warrants. y k wk 

By Mr. CONGER: The petition of 90 citizens. of Cayuga, 
and Seneca counties, New York, for the reduction of postage 
on prepaid letters to two cents per half ounce, and. for the 
abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of J. M. Hale, David 
S. Lee, and 116 other citizens of Akron, Ohio, praying for 
cheap postage. 

Also, the petition of John H. Donald, Eli J. Banghton 
and others, citizens of Mahoning county, Ohio, praying for 
cheap postage. 

By Mr. BOOTH: The petition of J. B. Beadle and 196 
others, citizens of Meriden, in the State of Connecticut, 
praying for a uniform rate of postage not exceeding one cent 
on newspapers and two cents on each prepaid teter of half 
an ounce for all distances, and other corresponding reforms. 

Also, the petition of Edward Rutty and 31 other citizens 
of Killingworth, in the State of Connecticut, on the same 
subject. 2 

Also, the petition of Rufus Pratt and 15 other persons of 
Russia, in the State of New York, on the same subject. 

Also, the petition of 'T, Woodward and 18 other citizens 
of New Haven, in the State of Connecticut, on the saine 
subject. i 

By Mr. DIMMICK: The petition of Peter Lesh, a soldier 
of the late war with Great Britain, praying for relief," &c. 

By Mr. LIPTLEPFIELD: The memorial of Nathaniel 
Waiker and 21 others, practical inechanics“ of Portland, 
Maine, remonstrating against the renewal of the Wood- 


li worth planing-machine patent right, and praying for a repeal 


of the act granting the jast extension of said paient. 
By Mr. HAMPTON: The petition of Wm. B. Foster, of 
Pittsburg, for a claim due to him as depaty commissary of 


purchases. 


By Mr. RESLEY: the petition of Jolm H. Pray and 41 


it others, citizens of. Chautauque county, New York, praying 


Congress to grant an appropriation for the improvement of 


ortiand harbor, on Lake Erie. , fos 
E Also, the petition of Jeptha L. Heminger, praying Con- 
‘gress to grant him 8 pension for services it the army of the 
| United States‘from 1808 to 1812, and for loss of bealth in 
i seguente of said service. a 
l alsa the petition of L. S. Morgan and 60 others, citizens 
of Cattaraugus county, New York, praying Congress to es~ 
| tablish the rate of postage at two cents per halfounce. | 

By Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania: The petition of eiti- 
zens of Wyoming, Susquehauna, and Lugzerme counties, 
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Pennsylvania, asking for the establishment of a mail route 

from ‘Tunckhannock, Wyoming county, to Carbondale, Lu- 

‘gerne. county, via the Tunckhannock and East Branch 
eks. : 

A BOYD: The petition of citizens of Fulton coun- 

ty, Kentucky, for à post^route from Troy, in Tennessee, to 

New Madrid, in Missouri. > 

By Mr. MATTESON : 
for relief: ites < i , i 

Also, the petition of the president, directors, and cashier 
ofthe Bank of Utiea, for a reduction of. postage on prepaid 
Jetters to.a uniform ‘rate of'two cents irrespective of 
distance.” : : oF 
“By Mr. HOWE: The petition of William FeJunkin and 
34 others, citizens of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, praying 
Congress to reduce the postage on letters and papers. 

Also, the petition of John Foster and 71 other citizens of 
the game county, on the same subject. 

~- Algo, the petition of Orrin Colby and 35 others, students 
of Alleghany College, Pennsylvania, of the same import. 

By.Mr. LEFFLER : The, petition of J. W. MeLoud and 
160 other citizens of the State of Iowa, praying an appro- 
priation for the removal of obstructions to the navigation of 
the Des Moines and Rock rivers, f 

Also; the petition of H. H. Hine and 150 others, citizens 
of the State of Lowa, praying an appropriation for the same 
purpose. rs 

Also, the petition of Jacob Butler and 155 other citizens of 
‘the State of Lowa, praying an appropriation for the same 
purpose. 

By,Mr. SPALDING: The petition of the widow and 
children of Lient. Wiseman for a pension. 

Also, the petition of Jom H. Dayton and others, for a 
new post route from White’s Corners to Collins’ Centre, in 
the county of Erie, New York. 

Also, three petitions in favor of cheap postage. 

By Mr. BOWLIN: The petition of Horace Chadwick and 72 
others, citizens of New Madrid, Missouri, praying the estab- 
lishment of the following post routes: First, a post route 
from the town of New Madrid, to a post office at the line, 
between Kentuckv.and Tennessee, to be called the “ Line 
Post Office,” and thence to the post office. called * Silver 
Top,” and from Silver Top, by said route, to “Troy Town.” 
Second, the establishment of a mail route from New Mad 
rid, Missouri, to Wolf-fsland Post Office, in the adjoining 

¿county of Mississippi, in said State, via Richard Phillips’s 
landing and the mouth of James Bayou, on the Mississippi 
river. 

By Mr. ALEXANDER: The petition of Wiliam Brooks, 
jr., and 80 other citizens of Little Falls, Herkimer county, 
‘New York, praying Congress to establish the rate of postage 
on prepaid Jetters at two cents per half ounce. 

Also, the petition of R. Churchill, W. Herkimer, and 41 
other citizens of Little Falis, Herkimer county, New York, 
for the same object. 

By Mr. GOODENOW: The petition of Abraham An- 
drews and 44 other citizens of Fryeburg and vicinity, Maine, 
asking for cheap postage. . 

Also, the petition of George F. Patten aud 57 others, mer 
chants, ship-owners, insurers, &c., of Bath, Maine, praying 
thatthe liability of sbip-owners in certain cases may be de- 
termined by a law of the United States. 

By Mr. MANN, of Pennsylvania: The petition of mem- 
bers of the Bedford bar and civil officers of the county of 
Bedlord, Pennsylvanias praying Congress to establish the 
rate of postage on prepaid letters at two cents per half 
ounce, 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of W. B. Scott 
for buoys in the Niagara river. 

Also, a petition for a harbor at Sheboygan, Wisconsin. 

Also, the proceedings of a public mecting at Clinton, De 
Witt county, IHinois. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Bloomington, McLean 
county, Ulinois, for two-cent postage. 

Also, à petition for a mail route from Belvidere, via Genoa, 
Sycamore, Lost Grove, Squaw Grove and Somonac to Ot- 
tawa. 

Also, the remonstrance of sundry citizens of Lee county, 
Ilinois, against the granting of the right to overflow sundry 
sections of land to C. R. Druey. 

Also, the petition of Roswell Dow, teacher of Sycamore 
select sehool, and his students, for lwo-cent postage, 

Also, the petition of Philo Carpenter and other citizens 
of Chicago, for two-cent postage. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Sycamore for two-cent 
postage. 

Also, @ petition for a harbor at Holland, on the Black 
river, inthe State of Michigan. 

By Mr. WILMOT: ‘The petitions signed by 75 citizens of 
Luzerne and Susquehanna counties, praying for the estab- 
Yishinent of a mail route between ‘Tunckhannoek and Car- 
hondale in Pennsylvania, via Tunckhannock and East 
Branch crecks. 

By Mr. YOUNG: The petition of J. T. B. Stapp and 
six others, officers of the Illinois volunteers in the late war 
with Mexico, asking additional remuneration in lands for 
their servtces d that the same provisions be extended to 
the heirs of deceased officers. 

By Mr. DURKEEG: Three memorials of the citizens of 
Salem and Mitwankie, in the State of Wisconsin, relative 
to the imprisonment of Drayton and Sayre; passports to 
colored persons, and slavery in the Distriet of Columbia, 

Also, two memorials of the citizens of the State of Wis- 
consin, praying a reduction of postage. 

Also, a petition of the citizens of Racine county, in the 
State of Wisconsin, praying for the improvement of the 
harbor at Southport. 

Also, & petition of the citizens of Racine county, in the 
State of Wisconsin, praying for thefree navigation of the 
tS. Lawrence river. 

Also, a petition of the citizens of the State of Wisconsin, 
praying for a Congress of Nations. 

By Mr. HOWE: The petition of William F. Junkin and 
34 others, citizens of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, praying 
Congress to reduce the postage on letters and papers. 

Also, the petition of John Foster and 71 others, citizens 

| Of the same county, on the same subject. 
Alio, the petition of Orrin Colby and 485 others, students 


The petition of Catharine Keller, 


By Mr. PECK: The petition of Horace A. Fisk and others, 
citizens of Waterville, Vermont, for a reduction of postage. 
By Mr. BRIGGS: Resolution of the Légistature of the 
State of New York, in favor of a speedy improvement of the 
harbors and rivers of our country. y s 
By Mr, BEALE: The petition of John Vaughan and others, 
praying that Congress do not employ Chaplats in the Army 
or Navy, of the United States. z e 

By Mr. JACKSON: The petition of Henry W elis, S. S. 
Elisworth; ‘and 80- others, citizees of Penn Yan, Yates 
county, New York, praying that a uniform postage of five 
cents each be charged on all letter not exceeding half an 
ounce, for all distances within the United States; and that 
newspapers be transmitted by mail. thirty miles from the 
place of publication, or within the county in which they are 
published, free of postage. 

By Mr. PEASLEE: The petition of B. Stearns and others, 
citizens of Nashua, New Hampshire, for reduction of post- 
age t6.two cents per half ounce on prepaid letters. 


“tbe construction of harbors and the improvement of the 
navigation of rivers. 
: Resolved, (if the Senate concur,) That our Senators and 
Representatives in Congress will reflect and express the 
wishes.of the people of the State of New York, in advoca~ 
ting such bill as will best facilitate the speedy and complete 
improvement of the harbors and rivers of our country. 

By order: JAS. ROSE, Clerk. 

Srare or New YORK, ces 
ZEN In Senate, January 24, 1850... 
Resolved, That the Senate do concur in the foregoing res- 
olutions. By order of the Senate: 
WM. H. BOGART, Clerk. 

Mr, S. also presented three petitions from citi- 
zens of Rochester, asking a reduction in the rates 
‘of postage, and the abolition of the franking privi- 
lege. f 


By Mr. LITTLE FIVLD: The memo:iat of Nathaiel 
Walker and 21 others, practical mechanies, of Portland, 
Maine. remonsuating against the renewal of the Wood- 
worth planing machine patent right, and praying fora re- 
peal of the act granting the last extension of saĝ pat- 
ent. 

By Mr. DOTY: The memorial of the Legislature of 
W'sconsin, fora survey of the country last purenased by 
the United States of the Menomonee Incians, in Wis 
consin. 

Also, the petition of ©. J. Marsk, H. G. Webb, and 
others, for a mail route fr Waushara, by Grandville and 
Hamnilt n, to Steccns’s Point, in Wi consin. 

e Also, tie peti ion of members of thy Legislature of Wis- 
cossin, a. kirg a reduction of postage to two cents. 

By Mr. BINGHAM: The pe ition for a mail route from 
Pontiae to La Pier, in rhe State of Michigan, 

By Mr. RO B: The peition of Z. Barton Stout, J. , 
Shelton, P. M. Beutley, Hiram Ashley, Harvey Jewett, 
John Quirk. and other citizens of Richmond, Ontario coun- 
ty, praving for che» p postage. 

By Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky: A memorial of a 
meeting of e:tizens of Pulaski county, Kentucky, asking 
Congress to grant bounty land to the í flicers ard soldiers of 
the war of 1812, ani! to the officers of the Mexican war. 

Also, the memorial of officers and soldiers of the war of 
1812, at a meeting held in Richmond, Kertucky, asking fora 
part of the public domain fo their s. rvices in said war. 

By Mr. WALDO: The petition of John A. Francis, in 
behalf of himself and the heirs of Daniel Francis, de- 
ceased, for indemnity for French spoliations, 


IN SENATE, 
Mownpay, Februrary 18, 1850. 


Mr. CALHOUN resumed his seat this morning 
for the first time since his severe indisposition. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Secretary of State, 
made in compliance with the act of the 26th of 
August, 1842, showing the disbursements of the 
appropriations for the service of that Department, 
including foreign missions; which was ordered to 
lie on the table, and the motion to print referred to 
the Committee on Printing. 

Also, a report of the Secretary of War, commu- 
nicated in compliance with a resolution of the Sen- 
ate of the 5th instant, covering the report of Lieut. 
M. L. Smith upon the improvement and drainage 
of the Valley of Mexico; which was ordered to lie | 
on the table, and the motion to print was referred | 
to the Committee on Printing. 

MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presented sixty- 
one petitions, numerously signed by citizens of 
Boston and other places in the State of Massachu- 
setts, asking that the spirit ration in the navy may 
be abolished. 

Also, a petition from Ezekiel Jones, an officer 
in the revenue cutter service, asking that the spirit 
ration may be abotished. 

Also, a petition from the same, asking that cor- 
poral punishment may be abolished in the navy; 
which several petitions were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr HALE presented a petition signed by thirty 
citizens of Winthrop, in the State of Maine, ask- 
ing the adoption of measures for the establishment 
of a Congress of Nations for the settleinent of in- 
ternational difficulties; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Also, a petition signed by 34 citizens of Hollis- | 


li 
f 
i 
f 


on the Post office and Post Roads. 

Mr. SEWARD presented the following resolu- | 

tions of the Legislature of New York; which were | 

referred to the Committee on Commerce and or- |i 
dered to be printed: 

Srare or New YORK, 

in ASSEMBLY, January 21, 1850. 

Resolved, (if the Senate concur,) That this Legislature 

has seen, with profound satisfaction, the patriotic and con- 

stitutional recommendations of the President of the United 


ton, Massachusetts, asking a reduction of the rates |} 


of postage; which was referred to the Committee |! Philadel 


‘Also, three petitions from citizens of New York 
to the same effect; which were severally referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads, : , 

Mr. COOPER presented the memorial of D. E. 
Wilson and others interested in the manufacture 
of iron, asking an incredse of duties on foreign 
iron; which was referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

Also, a memorial signed by citizens and seamen 
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, asking that the 
seamen in the navy who served in’the late war 
with Mexico may be allowed the same extra pay 
and bounty land that was granted to the regulars 
and volunteers of the army; which was referred 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented two petitions from 
citizens of Maine, asking a reduction of the rates 
of postage to two cents on the half ounce; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. SOULE presented a mémorial of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce of New Orleans, in favor of a 
reduction of the rates of postage and the restriction 
of the franking privilege; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. BERRIEN presented a petition from eiti- 
zens of Savannah, Georgia, in favor of the reduc- 
tion of postage; which petition, with the memo- 
rial, was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. : 

Mr. DOUGLAS presented a memorial of citi- 
zens of Illinois, asking a grant of land to the State 
of lowa to aid in the construction. of a road from 
Davenport to Council Bluffs; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented the memorial of 
the American Institute of the city of New York, 
asking the establishment of an agricultural bureau; 
| which was referred to the Committee on Agricul- 

ture. 
| Also, a petition of citizens of Rochester, in the 
State of New York, asking that the franking priv- 
ileze may be abolished and the price of postage 
reduced; which was referred to the Committee on 
the-Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. TURNEY presented a petition from citi- 
zens of Tennessee,.asking the establishment of a 
mail route from Winchester to Manchester, in 
that State; which was referred to the Committee 
| on the Post Office and Post Roads, 

Also, a resolution of the General Assembly of 
Tennessee, in favor of the enactment of a law 
allowing to each non-commissioned officer and 
private who served in the war of 1812, and who 
served in the Florida war, and was honorably dis- 
charged from service, a land certificate or warrant 
for one hundred and sixty acres of land, to be at 
any time located, upon any public unappropriated 
land now or that may hereafter come into market; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. KING presented a memorial of the Legis- 

lature of Alabama, asking that certain public lands 
| in that State reserved for naval purposes may be 
| exposed to public sale; which was referred to the 
! Committee on Public Lands. 
Mr. K. also presented a petition of citizens of 
phia, Pennsylvania, asking a grant .of 
bounty lands to the soldiers and volunteers who 
served in the Seminole war; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. MASON presented the petition of Lewis 
B. Willis, formerly a paymaster in the army, ask- 
ing an equitable settlement of his aécounts; which 
was referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. M. also presented the memorial of the heirs 
of Charles Lewis, deceased, a revolutionary offi- 


of Alleghany College, Pennsylvania, of the same import. 


States, that wise and sufficient appropriations be made for i 


cer, asking to be allowed seven years’ half pay; 


£850. 


which was referred to the Commi 
tionary Claims. : 

Mr. RUSK presented a petition of citizens of 
Shelby county, Texas, and a ‘petition of the 
parishes of Natchitoches and Sabine, in Louisiana, 
asking the establishment of a mail route from Nat- 
chitoches to Shelbyville, in Texas; which was 
referred to the Committee on. the Post Office and 
Post Roads. a ag j 

Mr. PRATT presented a memorial of Robert 
Ferguson, a memorial of Sarah G. Besse, a me- 
morial of Peregrine. Shanks, and a memorial of 
Frederick Kounig, all asking indemnity ‘for 
French spoiliations committed prior to 1800; which 
were referred to the select committee on the subject. 

Mr. WEBSTER. I am requested to present | 
the petition of Messrs, Little & Brown, publishers 
and booksellers of well-known respectability in the 
city of Boston, praying Congress to subscribe for 
a certain number of copies of a work proposed to 
‘be published by them, which work is the Journal 
of John Adams, second President of the United 
States. They refer in the petition, to the proceed- 
ings of Congress in regard to the papers of General 
Washington, Madison, Jefferson, and Monroe. | 
They state that they have a Diary of John Adams, 
second President of the United States, from the 


ttee on. Revolu- 


year 1755, and other important public proceedings |; 


collected by him but never yet published. They | 
think it a proper work for the patronage of Con- 
gress; and they desire that Congress may sub- 
scribe for acertain number of the volumes, to be 
printed- at a certain price. Their accuracy and 
fidelity as printers is well known to both Houses 
of Congress. I ask that the petition be referred to 
the Committee on the Library and be printed. 
“The petition was so referred, and the question 
of printing was referred to the Committee on 
Printing. 


Mr. STURGEON presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Clarion county, Pennsylvania, asking aj 
modification of the tariff act of 1846; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 
~ Mr FELCH presented the memorial of Henry 
R. Schoolcraft, asking compensation for his ser- 
vices as a disbusing agent of the Indian bureau be- 
tween the years 1822 and 1841; which was referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Also, additional documents relating to the me- 
morial of the legal representatives of John Ander- 
son; which were referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

Also, additional documents relating to the peti- 
tion of Ezra Williams; which were referred to the 
Committee of Claims. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN presented the petition of the 
late and present receivers and registers of the Hel- | 
ena land office, in Arkansas, asking to be allowed 
commissions on the entry of lands under military 
bounty land warrants. 

Mr. S. observed that, as a general bill had al- 
ready been reported, he would move that the peti- 
tion lie on the table; which was agreed to. 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, presented a memo- 
rial of the Legislature of Wisconsin, asking a sur- 
vey of the Menominee purchase in that State, and 
that the settlers thereon my be allowed the right of 
preémption; which was referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. : 

Also, a memorial of the Legislature of Wiscon- 
sin, asking the establishment of a mail route from 
Muscoda to Adams, the county seat of Sauk coun- 
ty, in that State; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads and or- 
dered to be printed. i 

Mr. SOULE presented a memorial of Peter M. 
Paillet, asking indemnity for losses sustained by 
the destruction of his property during the attack | 
of the United States army on Tabasco, in Mexico; 
which was referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. CLAY presented the petition of Joseph 
Farrant, heir of a revolutionary officer, asking | 
to be allowed a pension; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. . 

Also, the petition of James P. Delacour, asking 
that the presentation of any document in the Sen- 
ate for the dissolution of the Union may be made 
cause for the expulsion of the Senator who may 
present its which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, the memorial of the heir of Benjamin 
Montanye, asking compensation for his services 
as“a bearer of dispatches in the revolutionary war; 


_ Also,.a memorial from citizens of Ohio, asking 
the. recognition of the independence of Liberia; 
| which was referred to the Committee: on Foreign 
Relations. : 

Aliso, the memorial of Benjamin E. S. Ely, with 
a plan for maintaining a military post in Califor- 
nia; which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. WHITCOMB presented a joint resolution 
| passed by the Legislature of Indiana, in favor of 
the claim of the representatives of Colonel Francis 
Vigo, for advances made to the troops commanded 
by General George Rogers Clark in 1778-9; which 
| was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, and a motion to print the same was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. BRADBURY presented the petition of 
Cyrus Wheelock, asking a pension for injuries 
sustained in the war of 1812; which were referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, two memorials of citizens of Maine, ask- 
ing for the passage of a law abolishing flogging in 
the navy of the United States; which, were referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented a petition of 
citizens of Iowa and Illinois, asking the removal 
of the obstructions in the upper and lower rapids 
in the Mississippi river; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Also, two petitions of citizens of Cedar county, 
Towa, asking a grant of land to aid in the construc- 
| tion of arailroad from Davenport to Council Bluffs; 
; which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Clayton county, 
į Iowa, asking that Thomas Linton’s title to the 
Indian Farm, on Yellow river, be confirmed; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 


H Lands. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, 


| Ordered, That the petition of John Madlan, on the files of 
) the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


On motion by Mr. SEWARD, 
Ordered, That the petition of Foxall A. Parker be with- 


‘t drawn from the files and referred to the Committee ou Naval 


| Affairs. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which was referred the petition of Em. 
B. Thompson, asking compensation for diplomatic 
services performed by her husband, asked to be 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
same, and that it be referred to the Committee on 
| Foreign Relations; which was concurred in. 
Also, from the same committee, to which was 
| referred the memorial of the officers and crew of 
| the revenue cutter Hamilton, asking that the navy 
pension laws may be extended to them, asked to 
be discharged from the further consideration of the 
same, and that it be feferred to the Committee on 
Commerce; which was concurred in. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 


submitted a report, which was ordered to be print- 
ed, accompanied by a bill for her relief, which was 
read, and passed to a second reading. : 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the case of Commander James McIntosh, 


ed, accompanied by a bill for his relief; which was 
read, and passed to a second reading. . 

| Also, from the same committee, to which was 
| referred the petition of Charles Colburn, made an 
adverse report on the same; which was ordered to 


be printed. 


been referred the petition of John Pierce, made an 
adverse report on the same; which was ordered to 


be printed. 
ing, to which was referred the motion to print the 


names and compensation of clerks and other per- 
sons employed during the year 1849, and the dis- 
bursements of the appropriations for the service of 
that Department, including foreign missions, re- 
ported in favor of printing the same. . 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the motion to print the report of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, with statements of contracts 
authorized by that Department, of payments for 


which was referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
ionary Chima, ° 


the discharge of miscelleneous claims, &c., re- 


referred the memorial of Wm. D. and Julia Aiken, ; 


submitted a report, which was ordered to be print- | 


Also, from the same committee, to which had i 


Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- | 


| reports of the Secretary of State, showing the 


ported in favor of 
‘concurred in. ; : fet 
Also, from thè same committee, to which had 
been referred the motion to print the memorial of 
the Legislature of Alabama, asking that two-offi- 
cers be stationed at the observatory of Alabama 
for the prosecution of astronomical studies, re- 
ported in favor of printing the same;. which:was 
concurred in. Saeed 
Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the motion to print the memorial of Charles 
! Barrell and Wilder, in behalf of the heirs ‘of: the 
widow of Captain Robert Gray, asking the con- 
firmation of their title to the landa purchased ‘of 
| Indian tribes in 1791 in the northwest. coast of 
| America, reported against printing the same; 
| which was concurred in. 
| Mr. FELCH; from the Committee on Public 
| Lands, to which was referred the memorial of citi- 
zens of Michigan, asking a change of location of 
land office in that State, reported a bill to establish 
an additional land office in the State of Michigan; 
which was read and passed to the second reading. 
Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the petition of Thos. Webb and. John 
Cookern, register and receiver of the jand office at 
Greenbero’, Louisiana, submitted: an adverse re- 
| port on the same; which was ordered to be printed. 
Mr. BRIGHT, from the Committce.on Roads 
| and Canals, to which was referred’ bill granting 
| to the State of Alabama the right of way and a 
donation of public lands to aid in constructing a 
| railroad from Selma to the Tennessee river, and a 
bill granting to the States of Alabama and Missis- 
sippi respectively a donation of public lands to aid 
in the construction of a railroad from the city of 
|; Mobile to the mouth of the Ohio river, asked to.be 
| discharged from the further consideration of the 
| said bills, and that they be referred to the Com- 
| mittee on Public Lands; which was agreed to. 
i Mr. BRADBURY, from the Committee on the 
i Judiciary, to which was referred the memorial of 
Thomas W. Chinn and others, asking to be re- 
| lieved from a judgment against them as sureties of 
| Thos, G. Morgan, late collector of New Orleans, 
‘asked to be discharged from the further considera- 
| tion of the same, and that it be referred to the 
1, Committee on Claims; which was agreed to. 
| Mr. MANGUM, from the Committee on For- 
| eign Relations, to which was referred the memorial 
| of the representatives of Wm. A. Slocum, asking 
į compensation for his services in obtaining inform- 
j ation in relation to settlements on the Oregon 
| river, submitted a report, which was ordered to be 
j| printed, accompanied by a bill for the relief of the 
representatives of Wm. A. Slocum, which. was 
read and passed to a second reading. ; 


RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. 


Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was considered and 


I| agreed to. 
| Resolved, That the Committee on the Juticiary be. in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of establishing eirs 
cuit courts of the United States in the States of Wisconsin 
and fowa. 
Mr. SEWARD submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be in- 
| structed to inquire whether an amendment of the act of the 
| lith February, 1847, so as to authorize the sale or assign- 
ment of land warrants before they are actually issued at the 
office, is necessary or expedient. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN submitted the following, 
which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Pest Roads inquire into the expediency of establishing a mail 
| route from Powhatan, in the county of Lawrence, in ‘the 
| State of Arkansas, via Walcott, to Wileysville, in Green 
‘| county, in said State; and an extension, from Paracliftee, 
in Sevier county, State of Arkansas, to Rocky Comfort; in 
said county, of the route from Washington to Paracliftee. 
|| Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, submitted: the fol- 
| lowing: : ee 
ji Resolved, That the memoir and map. of reconnoissance of 
|! the Topographical Engineers, showing the operations wi me 

army of the United States in Texas‘and the adjacent À Texi- 
ean States on the Rio Grande, called for by resolution of the 
‘| Senate of the 8th August, 1848, and now on the files of the 
i! Senate, be printed for the use of the Senate. 
| Resolved, That, in addition to the usual number, there be 
|; printed 250 extra, for the use of the bureau. 


. . 
The following resolution, heretofore submitted 
| by Mr. Barpwiy, was taken up and adopted: 


| 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce he instruct- 
H ed to inquireinto the expediency of providing by law a salary 
for the collector of the customs for the port and district of 
i| Middletown, Connecticut. 


printing the same; which, was 


{ 


1 
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> The following resolutions, heretofore submitted 
by Mr. Dopex, of Wisconsin, were taken up and 
adopted: » 


Resolved, That the Seeretary of War be requested to com- 
municate to the Senate copies of a report of the survey and 
soundings of the harbor of Racine, in the State of Wiscon- 

“sin, made by: Lieut. Webster during the pastsammer, with 
the accompanying map and papers; as. also with any “ad- 
ditional and correct information of the commerce of the 
Lakes? that may be in possession of the. Chief of the Bu- 
‘yeau of Topographical Engineers. . 

“Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to communicate to the Senate a statement of the amount of. 
public money expended for the constraction of harbors, the 
building of lighthouses, or for other purposes, within the 
present limits of Milwaukee land district, designating each 
Object of expenditure, its locality, purpose, &e. 


The following resolution, heretofore submitted 
by. Mr. Donee, of lowa, was taken up and adopt- 
ed: : ; 

Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be in- 
“structed to inquire into the expediency of making an ap- 
propriation for a geological survey of Oregon Territory. 

On motion of Mr. YULEE, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the bill to amend the several acts es- 
tablishing district courts of the United States in 


H 
the State of Florida, and to provide for writs of 


error.and appeal from said courts; which was re- 

ported back to the Senate without amendment, or- 

_ dered to be engrossed for a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


THE COMPROMISE. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
special order, being the series of resolutions offered 
by Mr. Cray., 

Mr. DOWNS addressed the Senate for up- 

- wards of two hours, and, without concluding, 
gave way for a motion to adjourn. (Mr. D.’s 
speech will be found in the Appendix.] 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tourspay, February 19, 1850. 


The Journal of yesterday having been read in 
art- 

5 Mr. HILLIARD said, it was manifest that the 
Journal could not be satisfactorily read this morn- 
ing. He moved, therefore, that the further reading 
be dispensed with. 
` The SPEAKER said, unanimous consent would 
be required. 


Mr. ROOT said it was a wholesome practice to | 


read each day the record of what Had been done 
the previous day. He objected, therefore, to dis- 
pensing with the further reading of the Journal. 


The Clerk then proceeded with the reading | 


thereof. 
The reading having been concluded, the Journal 
was approved. 
INTOXICATING LIQUORS. 


Mr. LITTLEFIELD having obtained the floor, 
asked the unanimous consent of the Honse to be 
allowed to introduce a bill, of which he had given 
previous notice. The title of the bill was read for 
information as follows, to wit: ‘ A bill to prohibit 
the sale of intoxicating liquors in the public 
buildings, and on the public grounds, in the city 
of Washington.’’ 

Objection having been made, the bill was not 
introduced, 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the House resolve it- 
self into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 7 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, called for the | 


regular order of business, 


The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentleman |l 


from Virginia [Mr. BayLy] is regularly in order. 
The question on that motion was then taken, 
. and decided in the affirmative. 


So the House again resolved itself into Com- | 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Born, of Kentucky, in the chair.) 


CALIFORNIA. 
Mr. GIDDINGS rose, he said, to a privileged 
question. He objected to the further consideration 


of the President’s annual message, (which was 
the subject under consideration when the com- 


mittee last rose,) with a view to move that the | 
committee take up the special message of thei 


President of the United State, in answer to the 
resolution of the gentleman from North Carolina 


(Mr. Vewazie]—(that is, the special mess 
California.) f ” & ee 


i ment. 


| and nothing else. 
the gentleman from Ohio should postpone bis mo- | 


Mr. McLANE, of Maryland. Will the gentle- 
man be so obliging as.to state what the object of 
the motion is? . 

Mr. GIDDINGS (apparently not hearirig the 
ingtiry) asked for tellers on his motion. 

Mr. INGE inquired of the Chair, whether the 
gentleman from North Carolina, (Mr. Vewssxe,| 
(who was-entitled to the floor on the President’s 
annual message,) had yielded it. - 

The CHAIRMAN, . In the opinion of the 
Chair, the objection of the geneman from Ohio 
{Mr. Gippines] is in order 


Mr. .GIDDINGS said, his motion was that the | 


committee should now take up the special message 
of the President. : 

The CHAIRMAN. The first question will be 
whether the committee will proceed to the con- 
sideration of the annual message of the President. 
If the committee should determine that it will not 
proceed to the consideration of that message, it 
would be in, order to move to take up any other 
business. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Will the Chair tate the 
question distinctly ? 

Phe CHAIRMAN. ‘The question is, whether 
or not the committee will proceed to the further 
consideration of the President’s annual message? 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, desired to be informed 
whether, if the committee should proceed to other 
business, the gentleman from North Carolina 
{Mr. Vewnazsie] would be entitled to the floor? 

The CHAIRMAN said, he would decide that 
question when it should properly come up. 

- After a brief conversation between Mr. WENT- 


WORTH, Mr. JONES, Mr. INGE, Mr. RICH- | 


ARDSON, and Mr. GIDDINGS— 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, said that he 
concurred with the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
Gippines] in the propriety of taking up the spe- 
cial message of the President at the earliest mo- 
Bat he would suggest that the gentleman 
from North Carolina [Mr. Venage] was entitled 
to the floor. ‘That gentleman wished to direct his 
remarks to the discussion of the annual message, 
He (Mr. McL.) submitted that 


tion to take up the California special message, 
unul the gentleman from North Carolina had made 
his remarks, 

Mr. SCHENCK rose to order. 

Mr. GIDDINGS withdrew his motion. 


THE ANNUAL MESSAGE. 


Whereupon, the committee resumed the consid- 
eration of the several resolutions referring to the 
appropriate committees the various subjects em- 


braced in the annual message of the President of 


the United States. 

Mr. VENABLE was entitled to the floor, and 
addressed the committee at length. [His speech 
will be found in the Appendix.] 

Mr. CAMPBELL obtained the floor. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, rose and objected 
to the further, consideration of the President’s an- 
nual message, with a view to move to take up 
the special message relating to California. 

Mr. McCLERNAND raised the point of order 
on the motion of the gentleman from Maryland 
(Mr. McLane. ] 

Mr. CAMPBELL called to order. 

Mr. McCLERNAND said that the Chairman 
had just awarded the floor to the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. Campzetn.] That gentleman was upon 
the floor, or was supposed to be upon the floor. 
He (Mr. McC.) insisted that the gentleman from 
Maryland [Mr. McLane] had no right to take the 
floor from the gentleman from Ohio. The case 


was distinguishable from that which had been ' 


made this morning by the geneman from Ohio 
[Mr. Gupprxes. ] 

Mr. McLANE. I think that under the rule, I 
have the right to deprive the gentleman of the 

oor, 

The CHAIRMAN said he should overrule the 
point of order of the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. 
McCxiernanv.} The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
CAMPBELL] to whom the floor had been awarded, 
had neither commenced his speech nor made any 
motion; and, in the judgment of the Chair, it was 
competent for any gentleman to rise and object to 
the further consideration of the annual message, 
and to move that it be laid aside with a view to 
take up some other business. 


The CHAIRMAN desired to know whether the 


| this defection arose from sectional motives. 


gentleman from Tllinois [Mr. MeCLeRrNaNDo] ap- 
pealed from the decision. 

Mr McCLERNAND said, that before answer- 
|! ing that question he would like to be informed by 
the gentleman from Obic [Mr. Campse.zy] wheth- 
‘ler it was with his assent that the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. Nelane] made bis mation. 

Mr. CAMPBELL said, no; Me objected to the 
motion. ; 

Mr. McCLERNAND. Then I appeal from the 
decision of, the Chair. 

The CHAIR stated the question, and remarked 
that the appeal was not debatable. The Chair 
would ask, however, that the rule might be read. 
| My. McLANE said he would not press the point 
‘now. But he hoped he might be permitted to call 

the attention of the committee to a single fact. 

Objections were made, 

Mr. McLANE withdrew his motion; giving 
notice, however, that he should ask a vote upon it 
when the gentleman who now held the floor had 
concluded his remarks. : 

Mr. CAMPBELL then addressed the Chair, 
occupying his hour, in a reply to the charges made 
‘against the North. [His speech will be found in 
| the Appendix.] ; ; 
i} Mr. McLANABHAN obtained the floor. 

(Mr. PRESTON KING raised the same point 
of order twice raised this morning, objecting to the 
further consideration of tke subject before the 
committee, with a view to take up the California 
message. The Chair sustained the point of order. 
Mr. McCuernanp appealed from the decision, and 
by ayes 54, noes 82, the decision was reversed.} 

Mr. McLANAHAN then addressed the com- 
mittee. He said: Set 

Nothing was further from my intention than to 
address either the House or the Committee of the 
Whole, at so early a day in its session. But I 
have been so much astonished and pained by the 
sentiments I have heard avowed upon this floor, 
that I would do injustice to my own feelings, as 
well as to the expectations of the sterling consti- 
tuency I have the honor in part to represent, were 
I to remain entirely silent. Sir, not many days 
after the commencement of the session, an hon- 
orable member from Georgia, [Mr. Toomns,] 
under circumstances of the highest excitement in 
this hall, emphatically asserted that the dark and 
portentous subject of slavery lay at the bottom of 
! all our difficulty in effecting an organization of the 
House; that sectional feeling, sectional prejudices 
were at work, and sectional lines were about to be 
| drawn, which arrayed the North against the South. 
Let us for a moment revert to what has occurred, 
| and see with what semblance of justice a charge 
; at once so serious and so important was made. A 
southern candidate for the Speakership was nomi- 
nated by the Democratic party, and supported b 
the united votes of that party, North and South. 
A northern candidate was nominated by the Fede- 
i| ral party for the same office, and was supported 
‘| by the united northern and southern votes of that 
party. I have nothing to say of the guerilla troops 
! that hung on the flanks of the great contending 
‘armies, But, sir, itis well known that the regu- 
|| lar line-of battle. was drawn up according to well- 
‘| established party tactics. Party organization was 
| paramount to all sectional feeling throughout the 
‘contest. Had sectional instead of party Dnes been 
drawn, how different the result; for then itis and 
must be perfectly evident to every one, that the 
conjoint vote from the North and West, irrespect- 
ive of party ties, could have elected the officers, and 
organized the committees of this House within 
two hours after we were assembled together on the 
| first day of the session. ‘he Speaker occupies 
ii the chair in which you now sit by a party vote, 
f and was thus invested with authority to appoint 
at 
| 


i 
| 
i 
f 
i 
| 
| 
H 
t 


the committees. With wbat skill, judgment, and 
justice he discharged that important duty, remains 
; to be scen—the prognostic laudations of the Union 
rand the Pennsylvanian to the contrary notwith- 
| standing. It is true that the nominee of the Dem- 
ocratic party for the oftice of Clerk—a gentleman, 
i by the way, who brought to the advocacy of the 
|; Southern view of the question of slavery an amount 
| of energy, and argument, and eloquerice, seldom 
equalled, and never surpassed by the most gifted 
son of the South—it is trae he was defeated by 
f the desertion of southern Democrats, who saw.fit 
‘| to elect asouthern Whig. No one dare allege that 
Ik 
was a purely patriotic act. The vote cast a few 
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days ago to lay upon the table the resolution of 
the honorable member from Ohio, [Mr. Roor,] in- 
dicated anything else than the existence of sec- 
tional feeling on the question of the Wilmot proviso, 
Thus, it must be seen, that the accusation against 
‘the integrity.and patriotism of those who represent 
the freemen of the North and the West was as 
unfounded as it Was uncalled for and unjust. 

Mr. Chairman, does not the history of the last 
Presidential campaign furnish grounds to imagine 
that scarcely two years ago some teh or twenty 
thousand of the chivalrous yeomany of the sunny 
South might have been seen eagerly pressing 
around one of their favorite orators, as he pro- 
claimed to them the glad tidings that a political 
saviour had been found to relieve the South from 
the thraldom of northern fanaticism ?—that the 
Constitution was safe, and the Union would be 
preserved ?—that he gave them joy that that can- | 
didate was General Taylor, a southern man with 
southern feelings and southern principles? Elect 
him and let Congress pass the Wilmot proviso in 
a territorial bill, he will interpose his constitutional 
veto, and preserve the rights of the South. Let 
Congress pass a bill abolishing slavery in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, his constitutional veto will pro- 
tect you in your just rights. May we not sup- 
pose him as adopting the favorite and familiar lan- 
guage so often introduced in the resolutions of his | 
political party at the South ?— The candidate 
whose claims I advocate is of us, is with us, is for 
us. Elect him, preserve yourselves, your Consti- 
tution, and your country from destruction.” And 
as his ‘“ words that burned and thoughts that 
breathed”? fell upon the ears. of his too credulous | 
auditors, one long, loud shout of joy burst from 
their hearts. The day came, their votes were 
cast, and General Taylor was elected President of 
the United States. The first Congress under this. 
new Administration had scarcely convened; parties 
were balloting for a Speaker; the President’s mes- 
gage had not been sent in, not an intimation of his | 
policy had been given; the House unorganized, 
not ina condition to legislate on the subject of 
slavery, or on any other subject; and a southern | 
orator is seen rushing into the hall of national re- 
presentation— 

“¢ His eye, ina fine phrensy rolling, 

Doth glance from heaven to earth, from earth to heaven, 

And, as imagination bodies forth the forms of things 

unknown, 

His funcy turns them into shapes, and gives 

To airy nothing a local habitation and a name; 

. Such tricks bath strong imagination.”? 

Ay, sir, that same voice is heard here, invoking 
the spirit of discord to preside over your councils, 
until he has some assurance for southern rights on 
the subject of slavery, proclaiming diswaion ! and | 
willing to dedicate himselt, body and soul, to the 
accomplishment of this high and noble purpose. 
Do southern Federalists forget ‘Truman Smith’s 
Southern Life of General Taylor? Do southern || 
orators forget their solemn pledges to a confiding | 
constituency? Do they forget that the redeemer | 
of the South from northern thraldom was elected, 
has taken an oath to support the Constitution, and | 
even now sits at the other end of the avenue, in- 
stalled President of the United States, daily receiv- ; 
ing aid and comfort from that American Tallyrand, 
the far-seeing prime minister Clayton? Or have 
their fervent hopes “in this the winter of their 
discontent?’ for political salvation from that quar- 
ter, fallen at last into sullen despair? s 

Mr. Chairman, it is not my design to enter into 
an elaborate argument upon the various thrilling 
and important questions involved in the present 
momentous issue before the country; it is simply 
to state here what 1 believe to be the sentiments of 


| Virginia abstractionist could have raised a quibble. 


| tled in Texas; and should it ever again raise its 


State of the Union. Receiving fewer benefits from, 
and conferring more on the Confederacy.than any 
other State, her self-sacrificing motto has ever 
been, ‘*Union for the sake of the Union.” 
If she regards the Wilmot proviso as one of 
the political humbugs of the day, she looks 
‘upon southern nullification as another and a more 
detestable one. If she considers northern fa- 
naticism as a chimera, she regards southern 
fury as another and a greater one. Extremes are 
always dangerous; and if ever the. North and 
South meet, it must be where alone there is safety 
—in the moderation and patriotism of a middle 
course. It need not be concealed, and it cannot 
be denied that in Pennsylvania we, with a una- | 
nimity unequalled on any other subject, regard 

slavery as a national curse anda national disgrace. 

Indeed, sir, this is the noble and triumphant senti- 
ment of the age in which we live. We sympa- 

thize in it with all our souls; and in. doing so, we 

but keep time in the progressive march of the 

mind, pressing onward and upward to the attain- 

ment of the political and religious freedom of 
every son of Adam. But we remember the Con- 

stitution of our country, and we would not forfeit 

our faith to the Union by altering or erasing one 

jot or title of that sacred compact. We would 

leave the question of slavery where the Constitu- 

tion left it—with the people of the States in which | 
it exists.. This was the solemn decision of the 

Congress of the United States as early as the year į 
1790, when the Society for the Abolition of Sta- 

very in Pennsylvania petitioned for action on the 

subject. It was then resolved ‘ that Congress | 
“have no authority to interfere in the emancipation | 
t of slaves, or with the treatment of them in any 

‘of the States—it remaining with the several States 

‘alone to provide any regulations therein which 

‘humanity and true policy may require.” 

As to the absolute and unqualified right of Con- 
gress to legislate on the subject of slavery in the 
Territories, we have not the slighest doubt. The | 
right is given in the clear terms of the Constitu- 
tion itself—so amply and so often interpreted and | 
confirmed by a series of legislative precedents, 
that it is a matter of astonishment that any jurist | 
could ever hesitate on the subject, or that even a | 


But it does not necessarily follow that, because we 
possess the right, we ought therefore to exercise 
it. We may possess a right, and it may be inex- 
pedient, unnecessary—nay, even unjust—to exer- 
cise it. To say the least of it, it is not now ne- 
cessary or expedient, under existing circumstances, | 
to exercise our constitutional right, and legislate 
on the subject of slavery in the territory now be- 
longing to this government. The question is set- 


hydra head within that State, it must be in the ad- 
justment of her boundary lines, which is clearly | 
a matter for judicial investigation and decision. | 
California has framed her constitution, and ex- 
cluded slavery; that settles the question there—and 
that California will ultimately be admitted into this 
Union is a foregone conclusion. By the local laws 
of Mexico, the Territory of New Mexico, what- 
ever be her boundaries, is free. Slavery must ex- 
ist by positive law, and therefore cannot exist in 
New Mexico, until the will of the people abro- 
gates the law as it stood at the time of the cession | 
of the Territory, under the Mexican treaty of | 
peace. The principle is a plain one. If the Can- | 


confederation. of sister States cannot -perish; it 
must not be. Having many members, the Republic 
has but one body. This nation has batone heart, 
and every pulsation of that heart beats high and 
strong for the Union. | Sir, cool, cunning, deliber- 
ate calculations have been made in this Capitol, as 
well as elsewhere, of the value of this Union. I 
will not stop to point out the miserable fallacy of 
such calculations. My. feelings revolt at ‘the 
mournful task, ° ; 

Judas Iscariot sold his “Lord and Master for 
thirty pieces of silver. Conscience-stung, he flung 
back at the feet of those who had bribed him the 
glittering treasure, and hanged himself. His 
bloated and disembowelled body fell a disgusting 
spectacle to the earth, and his guilty spirit went 
hissing to hell. That American citizen who could 
betray his country and barter away the Union for 
mere pecuniđry considerations deserves no better 

ate. 

But, sir, I say again, this Union is safe. If the 
President of the United States and Congress as- 
sembled cannot preserve it, twenty millions of 
freemen can and will; and wo be unto him- who, 
either North or South, raises the traitor cry of 
disunion. An invisible but an electric chain of 
national sympathy binds the people of this coun- 
try indissolubly together in one common bond of 
brotherhood. (It is their pride and their glory 
to be one. What, sir, dissolve this Union ta ` 
Union cemented by the highest and holiest associ- 
ations of the past, the proud triumphs of the pres- 
ent, and the glorious prospects of the future! 
Never! Dissolve this Union! God of my coun- 
try, forbid it! 

Mr. McLANAHAN having concluded— 

Mr. BAY obtained the floor, but yielded toa 
motion that the committee rise, which was agreed 
to. 

The committee then rose. 

The Speaker’s chair was occupied, pro tem., by 
Mr. WINTHROP. 

The CHAIRMAN reported the progress of the 
commmitiee— 

And the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &c. 

The following petitions and memorials were 
presented under the rule and appropriately referred: 

By Mr, SAWTELLE: The petition of Benjamin Wes- 
ton, jr., and 28 others, citizens of Madison, in the county of 
Somerset, and State of Maine, for cheap postage. 

Also, the petttion of Juhn Pierce, jr., and 72 others, citi- 
zens of Embden and North Anson, in the State of Maine, 
for the samc. sont 

Also, the petition of John Knowlton and 58, others; citi- 
zens of the State of Maine, for the same. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS: The petition ofa large number of 
the citizens of Ohion county, Tennessee, asking fora: mail 
route from Troy, Tennessee; to New Madrid. 3 

By Mr. COBB, of Alabama: The petition of W.R. W. 
Cobb, of Alabama, praying Congress to amend the law 
granting pensions to the widows and orphans of the Mexican 
war whose husbands and fathers died of disease coutracted 
in the army after being discharged, so as to embrace the 
widows and orphans of the late war with Great Britain, the 
Florida and Creck Indian wars. à 

By Mr. SPRAGUE: The petition of Elijah’ Crane, and 
other citizens of Michigan, for cheap postage. 

Also, a petition trom a literary association of Centreville, 
Michigan. 

Also, the petition of Ira Bidwell and many citizens, pray- 
ing that Congress would take means to procure a peace 


i congress of nations. 


By Mr. MILLSON: The petition of John Bates, asking 
compensation tor bis services as acting boatswain. 

By Mr. HENRY: The petition of Sherman Pieree, a sol- 
dier of the war of 1813, for a pension. 


adas were either ceded by treaty or annexed by an | 
act of Congress, they would come into the Union | 
as Free Soil. If, on the other hand, Cuba was | 
either ceded or annexed, she would come in as | 
slave territory. In one case, it would require a | 


a vast majority of the people of Pennsylvania. 
Sir, this war of the political elements may rage; 
the tempest of civil discord may howl around and 
within the Capitol; but there is no danger of the 
destruction of the republic. The memorable de- 
claration that ‘the Union must and shall be pre- 
served; is as true now as when it was uttered by 
the illustrious Jackson. ee 
The ‘old Keystone” of the federal arch is in 
the right place, and the foundations of thatarch are 
laid firm end deep in the affections of the people. | 
The geographical position of Pennsylvania—the 
moral integrity and proverbial patriotism of her = 
citizens, give her an influence between opposing 
southern and northern extremities thatalways has 


positive law by the State itself to create the insti- i 
tution of slavery; in the other, to inhibit or abolish | 
it. But should it ever become necessary to settle 
this point, the proper tribunal for its adjudication 
and decision is one to which the whole country 
would cheerfully appeal—l mean the Supreme 
Court of the United States. 

These, Mr. Chairman, and fellow-represent- 
atives, are my views, and, in my humble judg- | 
ment, the views of the peaple of Pennsylvania, 
briefly and, I trust, clearly, expressed on these 
grave and momentous questions. With us the 
preservation of the Union is a paramount consid- 


i 


i 


| our hopes. We venerate it as the ark of the cov- 


and alway 
welfare. 


She is emphatically the conservative | 


s must be felt in promoting the general || 


enant of our national existence, and withered be 
| the hand that sacrilegiously touches it. Thisgreat 


|l 


| eration. We cling to it as the sheet-anchor of all i] 


By Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky: The memorial of 
Enoch Dobyns, a blind soldier of the war of 1812, and a 
large number of the citizens of Mason county, Kentucky, 
praying a pension may be granted said Dobyns for services 
rendered the country in said war. x : 

By Mr. HUNTER: The memorial and petition of George 
R. Herrick, asking an appropriation of the amount of ‘the 
balance due him tor services “in the business of reserva- 
tions and grants under {ndian treaties,” under, the act of 
May 9, 1835. 

Hy Mr. CABLE, of Ohi 
and 178 others, citizens of 
for cheap postage. 

Also, the petition o! 
Moore?s Salt Works, 

By Mr. KING, of Massachusetts : 
G. Shaw and others, merchants of 
of Lynn, for the erection of a light-hou 
| near Lynn. 

By Mr. CHAND: 
į 557 other etizens 3 
li the seamen employed in the G 
rewarded for their services as 

in Mexico. 
a Mr NELSON: The petition of Thomas farber and 
120 other citizens of Yonkers, West Chester county, New 
York, against the traffic in the public lands by the Govern~ 
ment, and praying that such land may be laid off inta farms 


if 
H 
o: The petitions of A. Gore, 
Salinevillé and vicinity, Ohio, 


f Wiliam. S. Miner and 48 citizens of 
Ohio, tor the same, 

? ‘rhe petition of, Robert 
Boston, and of citizens * 
use on Egg Rock, 


| 
i 


t 
{ 


LER: The petition of P. F. Myres and 
and seamen of Philadelphia, asking that 
uif of Mexico may be as well 
have been the soldiers of the 
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and lots, for the free use of such citizens as will occupy the 
Ry Mr. SCHERMERHORN: The petition of Captain 
Thomas Duer, ‘praying for the payment of money advanced 
to the Government during the war with Great Britain. 
Also, the petition of Hartwell Carver, praying for the con- 
frivation of his title to a tract of land near the Falls of St. 
Anthony; in the territory of. Minmesota. .._ : : 
S Also, three petitions of the citizens of the city of Rochester, 
riying for areduction of the rates of postage. 

‘By Mr. RISLEY: The petition of J. J. Fargo and 29 
others, citizens of Wyoming county, New York, praying 
Congress tö establish the rate of postage on. prepaid letters 
at two cents per half once. : : 
=. By Mr: JOHN A. KING: The petition of Tra T. Hor- 
ton for compensation for his time and expenses as a witness 
béfore the United States Court in relation to a mutiny on 
board'the whale ship Meteor. ` 

By-Mr:PHŒÆNIX: The memorial and resolutions of the 
American Institute of the city of New York, in favorof the 
establishment of an Agricultural Bureau. 

By Mr. WALDO: The petition of citizens of New Lon- 
don; Connecticut, for reduction of postage. ” 

Also, the petition of citizens of Windham, Connecticut, 
forthe same purpose. 

By Mr. GOODENOW : The petition of Isaac Tolman 
and thirty-five others, citizens of Matinicus Island, in the 
State of Maine, praying that a mail route be established 
from. East Thomston, in said State, to said island. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, February 19, 1850. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
acommunication from the Department of State, 
made in compliance with the resolution of the 11th 
instant, calling for any papers in the Department 
of. State relative to the conduct of Daniel Cook, 
master of the English barque Sarah, in saving the 
passengers and crew of the American ship Caleb 
Grimshaw, communicating all. the papers on file 
relative thereto; which were referred. to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


«Mr CLARKE presented two petitions of citi- 
zens of Providence, Rhode Island, asking that 
Congress will at its present session pass a law to 
establish a uniform rate of postage, not to exceed 
two cents on each prepaid letter of half an ounce 
for all distances, and for other corresponding re- 
forms; which were referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

.» Also, a memorial, numerously signed, from eiti- 
zens living on. the west side of Naragansett Bay, 
asking that the collection districts of Rhode Island 
may be so altered that all the counties of Kent and 
Washington may be put into the district of Provi- 
denese; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented two petitions, 
signed by fifty-five citizens of Rochester, New 
York, asking a reduction of the rates of postage 
and the abolition of the franking privilege, and the 
restoration of the former act allowing newspapers 
to pass free within thirty miles of the place of their 
publication. 

Also, a petition from the principal and students 
of the academy in Stephanton, New York, in favor 
of cheap postage. 

All of which petitions were referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

~My. SMITH presented the memorial of the 
heirs of Daniel Francis, praying indemnity for 
French spoliations prior to 1800; which was refer- 
red to the select committee. : 

Also, a petition from the heirs at law of Isaac 
While, asking permission to locate a bounty land 
warrant issued for his services as a soldier in the 
last war with Great Britain; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. JONES presented a memorial of citizens of 
Boon county, lowa, asking the establishment of a 
military post at Lizzard Fork of the Des Moines 
river; which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Also, a petition from citizens of Iowa, asking 
the construction of a railroad from the Missouri 
river to the Pacific ocean; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands. : 

Also, a petition from the same source, asking a 
grant of publie land to the State of Iowa, to aid in 
the construction of a railroad from Dubuque to 
Keokuk, in said State; which was referred to the 

: Committee on the Public Lands. 
Mr. DOUGLAS sybmitted a letter addressed to 


him by Hugh N. Smith, delegate from the Terri- |: 


tory of New Mexico, accompanied by a copy of 
:the journal of the proceedings of the Convention 


therefor; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Territories. ; - 
Mr. BRADBURY presented a memorial of C. 
Bradbury, asking indemnity for French spolia- 
tions prior to 1800; which was referred to the 
select committee on the subject. .. _ 
Mr. UNDERWOOD presented a memorial of 
officers, non-commissioned officers, privates, and 
volunteers of the war of 1812, asking to be al- 
lowed bounty land; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military. Affairs.. e 

- Mr. SEWARD presented a petition from citi- 
zens-of Seneca county, Néw York, and a petition 
from citizens of Cayuga county, New York, in 
favor of the reduction of the rates of postage to 
two cents on all prepaid letters of half an ounce; 
which were referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 


RIGHT OF PETITION. 


Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, I have re- 
ceived and been requested to present the petition 
of George W. Rose, of New York, in which he, 
states that he most respectfully prays your honor- 
able body to impart to him, through the report of 
a committee, what subjects or matters are clearly 
within the power of petitioners to present to the 
notice of Congress, as he is about to address a pe- 
tition to your honorable body on a subject which 
may not come within the province of the Senate, 
as a constituent part of the National Legislature, 
to act upon, and being unable to procure the ne- 
cessary information as to his rights and-privileges 
as an American citizen, he submits his petition. 
Without reading, I move that the petition be laid 
upon the table. 

Mr. RUSK. Mr. President, I raise the ques- 
tion of reception; for, as I understand it, this pe- 
tition is disrespectful to the Senate. 

Mr. SEWARD. Let the petition be read. 

The Secrerary read the petition as follows: 

To the Senute of the United States: 

The undersigned most respectfully doth pray your honor- 
able body to impartto him, through report of a committee, 
what subjects or matters are clearly within the power of 
petitioners to present to the notice of Congress, as he is 
about to. address a petition to your honorable body on asub- 
ject which may not come within the province of the Senate, 
as a constituent part of the National Legislature, to act upon 3 
and being unable to procure the necessary information as to 
his rights and privileges as an American citizen, humbly 
submits this petition, and your petitioner, as in duty bound, 
will ever pray. GEO. W. ROSE, 

New Yor, Feb. 18, 1850. 


the petition, and three Senators only voted in the 
affirmative. The petition was therefore not re- 
ceived. 


REDUCTION OF POSTAGE. 


Mr. KING. I have received a memorial, signed 
by many citizens of Talladega county, in the State 
of Alabama, in which they ask that Congress may 
reduce the rates of postage. I believe this is the 
first petition that I have received from that region 
of country on this subject, and I am only surprised 
in receiving this, as I am under the impression that 
the reduction of the rates of postage has, in the 
new States, deprived us of facilities which we 
originally possessed. The popalation is so sparse 
on many routes that low rates do not pay the ex- 
penses Incurred in carrying the mail. We have 
made frequent representations to the Department 
on this subject, but we are constantly met with 
the declaration that they have not funds enough to 
transport the mail to us over some of the more 
expensive and most important routes, I move that 
the memorial be referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. The petition was so 
referred. ) 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


_Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to which was referred the bill to revive a 
portion of an act for the relief of widows of de- 
ceased soldiers, reported back the same without 
amendment, and recommended its passage, 

Also, from the Committee on Printing, to which 
was referred the motion to print the resolutions of 
the Legislature of Indiana in relation to the claim 
of the representatives of Francis Vigo, reported in 
favor of printing the same; which was concur- 
red in. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the motion to print the memorial of Little 
& Brown, asking the patronage of Government to 


ofthat Territory, anda plan of government adopted || 


the life and works of John Adams, second Presi- 


È 


The question was then taken on the reception of 


} dent of the United Statės, reported against printing’ 
the same; which was concurred in. |. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the motion to print the report of the Sec- 
retary of War, communicating Lieut. L: My 
Smith’s report upon the improvement and drain- 
age of the valley of Mexico, reported in favor of 
rinting the report, with the same additional num- 
er as was ordered of the map of the same offi- 
cer. ode 
Mr. KING. I should like to know from my 
friend from Arkansas [Mr. BorLanp] what object 
| is to be accomplished by the printing of that report 
‘and map? I should like very much to know what 
we have to do with the draining of the valley of 
Mexico? What is to be accomplished by the 
printing of these papers? Are we to enter into a 
scheme of drainage of the neighboring States? 
Are we to give our labor, our time, and our money 
to drain any portion of. the valley of Mexico? If 
| we are not, I should like to know what object we 
should accomplish, or what good we should do by 
printing, at a considerable expense, documents 
relating to a subject over which we have no con- 
trol? J should like to hear from my friend what 
he proposes to accomplish by it? ; 

Mr. BORLAND. Mr. President, I will state 
the views with which I have made this report. 
During the recent occupation of the valley of 
Mexico by our army, the officers of the topo- 
graphical corps were directed to make a very care- 
ful survey of that valley. They prepared, with 
great labor, a very excellent map of the city and 
valley of Mexico. This map was deemed to be 
of sufficient value by the Senate to order its’ being 
‘engraved and the printing of a large number of 
copies.. A call was made on the War Depart- 
ment to furnish the report of Lieut. Smith, who in 
| part made that map, This report connects itself 
| with the map; and it is very necessary, in order 
i to render the information derived from the map 
intelligible, or even the map itself intelligible, that 
it should be printed and accompany the map. 
Upon this ground it has been proposed to print a 
small number of copies of this report. As to the 
policy of the printing of matters connected with 
other countries I have but little to say; that is a 
| matter for the action of the Senate. , It ¢aiinot be 
denied, however, that this report may be highly 
useful as a matter of public information. Whether 
we have at present any direct and immediate in- 
i terest in the topography of the valley of Mexico] 
| am not prepared to say; but I hope the time will 
| come, and I hope too that I shall live to see it,- 
when we shall havea great interest in the valley 
of Mexico. 

Mr. HALE. I would inquire of the honorable 
Senator from Arkansas, if this report looks to the 
reoccupation of the territory. [Laughter.] 
| Mr. BORLAND. I will state to the Senator 
| from New Hampshire, that the committee did not 
i take that pointinto consideration. I have already 
stated the grounds on which they made this report. 
The views I suggested in relation to the future re~ 
occupation of Mexico, were my own. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. [introduced the. resolution 
calling on the War Department for this report. 
During the occupation of Mexico by the army of 
|| the United States it was deemed wise to keep the 
|| engineering corps engaged. When they had no 
i| other work, in making explorations. that would 
ji contribute to science and to the knowledge of the 
country, and not I presume with reference to any 
reoccupation of the territory, they were contribu- 
ting to the knowledge of the country or imparting 
useful and valuable information, which, if unfor- 
tunately we ever should have another collision 
with that country, would be of immense valuc, 
besides berg a valuable contribution to geographi- 
cal knowledge and science. With this view, ex- 
plorations were made upon all the different lines 
ion which the army marched, and reports have 
| been made, and expensive maps have been ordered. 
: In this case a map has been ordered, which will 
| be very valuable, and very costly, and as | believe 
|| a large portion. of the expense has already been 
| incurred, the simple question is now whether the 
i report accompanying the map shall be printed also. 
|| The cost of printing the report will be very little, 

and yet it embodies all the information delineated 
in the map, and to publish the map at a vast ex- 
pense and then suppress.the report, which will 
cost but a trifle, it strikes me would be rather 
li absurd. 


| 
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| 
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1850. 


Mr. KING. It strikes me that of late years we 


have been pursuing a course of printing maps and 
documents of this sort: which is not appropriate 
for us. We are incurring expense by printing 
maps of countries in which we. have no. interest, 
and which have fio. practical utility whatever. In 
answer to my question, they say we have done— 
what? We have ordered. thirty-five hundred ex- 
ura copies of, the-map.to be printed and engraved. 
What kindof a map is it? [tis a map showing 
that we can. drain with facility the lakes and val- 
leys of Mexico !. l a 

Mr. BORLAND. The map is notof that char- 

acter. It is a general map, but a very minute one 
of the city and valley of Mexico. This report is 
the report-of. the engineer on the subject of drain- 
age. i 

Mr. KING. Iam well aware of that; the map 
has, however, been orderag, and the proof sheets 
are already here, as I understand. 
add to the expenses already incurred, as Í conceive 
unnecessarily ? Because, if it were necessary, 
for any purpose connected with this Government, 
jt should have remained in the War Department, 
where they might have had any number printed 
which were deemed necessary. As to a general 
map of the country for the purpose of. reoccupa- 
tion, I hope we shall have none for a such a pur- 
pose. We have already had difficulties enough 
from such a cause. I am not disposed to accu- 
mulate them in any shape. Is there a Senator 
who believes that any individual will be benefited 
by the printing of these maps, excepting the officers 
who prepared the report, and who will be grati- 
fied by seeing their labors spread before the coun- 
try? Is there a single citizen that will be bene- 
filed by knowing in what particular manner the 
lakes and valleys of Mexico can be drained? 
There must necessarily be a great expense in- 
curred for the printing. Even if the expense were 
moderate, it is one which we ought not to incur. 
i know how all these expenses increase, and I am 
opposed to the whole matter. 

„Mr. BUTLER. 
kind may contribute to the knowledge of geogra- 


phy, and doubtless may be interesting to the gen- | 


eral reader; but I do not know at all what Con- 
gress has to do with that. It seems to me latterly 
to have become very much the practice here to 
make books; for when any one wants a book 
made up, itonly appears to be necessary to give 
it the character of a public document, and then 
to make a motion in ‘his house that it should be 
printed at the public expense. But I rise to ob- 
ject to this motion on higher considerations. 
"hese maps and reports may serve as memorials 


or trophies of the yictories acquired by our army 


in Mexico; but in that respect I would not have 
them printed so as to mortify the people whose 
country we have overrun, much less with any 
indication that it may hereafter be our purpose to 
use them for any prospective advantage. “The 
last thing that we should do is to mortify a people 
whom we haye conquered, and still less that we 
should do any thing to indicate an ultimate pur- 
pose to take their territory. In any pointof view 
fam seriously of opinion that national delicacy re- 
quires that we should not print these papers. 

Mr. BORLAND. I would simply observe, for 
the information of the Senator from South’Carolina, 
{Mr. Burier,} that this map and report were 
prepared expressly by the desire of the Mexican 


authorities during our occupation of the sity of | 
on 


Mexico. This map and papers were prepare: 

the express application of the Ayuntamiento, and 
the publication of it, therefore, so far from being 
disagreeable to the Mexican people or authorities, 
will, the committee have every reason to believe, 
be highly gratifying to them. ; 

Mr. BUTLER. Under any circumstances 1 
can hardly think they will regard the publication 
of this map and report as a very complimentary 
notice. But, sir, I have a few more words to say 
upon the subject. If this is to be done at the sug- 

estion of and for the especial benefit of Mexico, 
Tio not see why we should be at the expense. 
If the Mexican minister here requires any inform- 
ation which that map and report may contain, J 


am satisfied that we should be courteous enough | 


to him or to any other foreign minister a 


ee 
nee We frequently enough apply to England 


co 1 
for copies of documents which are courteously 
granted. And if hereafter any literary virtuoso 


chooses to go to this map and take a copy of it, 


I know that a map of this | 


Why shall we #1 


| to us. 
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or refer.to:it.with the view of writing a book, I 
hope we shall .give him all the facilities for extend- 
ing geographical knowledge, or any other knowl- 
edge. But I have no idea of making Congress a 
convenient vehicle for the printing of all documents 
of. this kind, which is neither more nor less than 
the making of books. $ 
Mr. HAMLIN. Being myself a member of 
the Committee on Printing, I desire to say that 
arrangements have been so made that it has been 
utterly impossible for me to give my attendance at 
the sessions of that committee. I concur most 
cheerfully in the remarks which have been made 
by the honofable Senator from Alabama, {Mr. 
Kine] as well as in what has fallen from the hon- 
orable Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Burier.] 
Had this matter been submitted to me as one of 
the members of the committee, I assuredly should 
not have given my assent to the recommendation 
for the printing of these documents. The sug- 
gestions which have been offered are sufficient to 
satisfy my mind, and it seems to me would have 
satisfied the other members of the committee on a 
very cursory examination of the matter. d 
It would be much more agreeable, I apprehend, 
to the Senate, if the Committee on Printing were 
to report that Prescott’s IListory of Mexico should 
be printed. It would be much more desirable and 
much more acceptable to the Senate and to the 
country; and yet the same reasons, the same ob- 
jections which would obtain to the printing of that 
volume applies to this, and to a much greater de- 
gree. What have we to do with this matter? 
What connection have we with the subject? If 
the Departments are desirous of availing them- 
selves of any information which they can gather 
from the reports of the corps of engineers during 
the last war, it is within their province, and they 
can do it; but that we are to give publicity through 
the country to documents, and to publish maps 
and reports tending to show what may or may not 
be the feasibility of draining the swamps of Mexi- 
co, is certainly very surprising to me. We have 
some swamps of our own, the feasibility of drain- 
ing which I would rather see reported on and ex- 
plained. We have improvements within our own 
Union which certainly much more properly belong 
Whilst I would be probably the last man 
in this body to favor many of these purposes of in- 
ternal improvements, I would favor them heartily 
while I would reject this. It is suggested that we 


| have already ordered a certain number of maps to 


be engraved. I can only say in reply, that it isa 
subject which has never passed under my investi- 
gation, and of which I was ignorant. I think the 
resolution must have beeh adopted at some time 
when I was not in my place, although I am not 
often absent. The better remedy, in my mind, 
would be to retrace the steps which we have al- 
ready taken. Instead of adopting a resolution to 
print the report, I would take the most rapid steps 
to rescind the action of the Senate, and to stop the 
engraving already ordered. I hope the report of 
the committee will not be adopted. 

Mr. BORLAND. In justice 
chairman of the Committee on Printing, I desire 
to say that the honorable Senator from Maine, as 
a member of the committee, has no right to com- 
plain of the action of the committee because of 
his absence. The day for the sessions of the 
committee was fixed early in the session, and he 
has not attended any meeting of the committee 
since. He has been a member of another commit- 
tee,and if he has not attended he cannot com- 
plain. Further, l had an understanding with him 
that, upon matters of printing, it was nof necessa- 
ry that he should be present except on extraordi- 
nary occasions, or that he should be consulted. 
He left it to me, and E understood from those who 
had been on the Committee on Printing that such 
had been the custom of the committee that the 
chairman has usually made the reports. 

As to the map to which the gentleman refers, it 
never was before the Committee on Printing. It 
was before the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
was exhibited to the Senate, I think, on two occa- 
sions, and I believe it was generally understood 
that it met with the views of the Senate that it 
should be printed, and a large number were or- 
dered to be printed. As I stated before, the merits 
of this map were not particularly considered by 


to myself, as 


the committee in making this report in favor of 


printing; but, inasmuch as the Senate deemed it 
important to print the map, this report being con- 


Hected with it, and necessary to render the inform- 
ation complete on all points, it was deemed by the 
committee important to have it printed: 1 haveno 
particular desire on my own account to have it. 
done; but, to’ carry out what I regarded: as: the 
views of the Senate, I made the report. © 20 
Mr. HAMLIN. I wish to say that I made no 
complaint of the honorable Senator from Arkan- 
sas for not submitting this matter to me. What I 
did say was this—and he understood it very well 
—that I believed for a very long series of years 
the Committee on Printing have held their meet- 
ings on Wednesday, and that committee is 0 `ar- 
ranged in its connection with other committeea 
that it is nat practicable for them to hold their 
meetings ‘on any other day. The Senator from 
Arkansas knows that I have made application to 
the committee on several occasions to change their 
day of meeting to any other day of the week, and 
that in such case I would be with them. I make ` 
no complaint at the course they have taken, I 


| merely stated the positicn I occupied only for the 


purpose of explaining the reason why. I was op- 
posed to the matter. I think the Senator from 
Arkansas, who is chairman of the Committee on 
Printing, stated to me on each of the occasions to 
which I have referred, that he would make an 
effort to have the day of meeting changed, sò that 
1 could be present. I have made these remarks 
merely to show that I had not any information on 
the subject, and that if L’had been consulted I 
should not have given my assent to the printing. 
It is true that, situated as I was, being unable to 
attend the meetings of the committee, I did say to 
the chairman of the Committee on Printing, that 
upon unimportant uestions, which involved no 
division of opinion, I did not desire to be con- 
sulted; but that upon all questions which were of 
importance I desired to have a voice. i ‘ 

Mr. BADGER. Irise, sir, to say that I look 
upon this as a very small matter, which is occupy- 
ing agreat deal of the time of the Senate. And, 
as the morning hour is fast passing away, and as 
there are some reports from committees to come ih 
upon practical matters, (though Iam perfectly will- 
ing to vote with the committee,) in order that we 
may have an opportunity of bringing in our reports, 
I move that the report lie on the, table. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. T hope the Senator will with- 
draw the motion. There will be no further de- 
bate. 

Mr. BADGER. I am perfectly willing to with- 
draw the motion, if the question can be. taken at 
once, ork 
The motion was accordingly withdrawn. |: 

The question was then.taken on-conctrring In 
the report. of the Committee on Prinung, which, 
on a division, was negatived—ayes 15, noes 16., 


ADDITIONAL REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BADGER, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which was referred the memorial. of 
Lewis Warrington for himself and others, asking 
the payment of the balance of the prize-money.due 
them for the capture of the sloop-of-war Epervier, 
submitted a report, which was ordered to be print- 
ed, accompanied by a bill for the relief of Captain 
Lewis Warrington and others, which was readand 
passed to a second reading. l 

Mr. DAWSON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to which was referred a memorial of 
Charles Lee Jones, asking compensation for ex- 
penses incurred and services rendered in raising, 
organizing, and subsisting volunteers in the war 
with Mexico, submitted a report on the same, 
which was ordered to be printed, accompanied oy 
a bill for the relief of Charles Lee Jones, whi 
was read and passed to a second reading. ue 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. BRIGHT, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a joint resolution 
to extend the provisions of a joint resolution for 
the benefit of Frances Slocum and her children 
and grandchildren, of the Miami tribe of Indians, 
approved 3d ‘March, 1845, to certain other indi- 
viduals of the samie tribe; which was read twice 
by its title; and referred to the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs. x i : 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, in pursuance of notice, 
asked and obtained leave ta introduce a bill to set 
apart a.portion of the public lands with which to 
construct a railroad from the Mississippi to the 
Missouri river; which was read a first and second 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Feb. 19, 


titne by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 
$ NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. DICKINSON gave notice of his intention 
to ask Iéave to introduce a bill to dispense with 
copper coin, and provide a substitute therefor, ~ 

r BORLAND gave notice of his intention*to 
ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of the 
widow of the late Major General Worth. j 


MEXICAN BOUNDARY COMMISSION. 


Mr. CORWIN submitted the. following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 
= Resolved, ‘That the Seeretary of the Interior be directed 
to communicate to. the Senate a copy of all the correspond- 
ence on file in the Department relating to the cperations of 
the commission appointed pursuant to the filth article of the 
treaty af Guadalupe Hidalgo, to ran and mark the boundary 
between the Uitited States and Mexico; that he report the 
” progress made in executing said commission, and a detailed 
statement of the amount of money expended therein, to- 
gether with an estimate of the suin necessary to complete 
the work. 


BILLS FROM THE HOUSE. 


The VICE PRESIDENT announced that there 
were several bills upon his table which had been 
received from the House of Representatives, and 
suggested that they be taken up for the purpose of 
reference, which was acquiesced in. They were 
accordingly taken up and read a first time by their 
titles. The first was entitled ‘* An act further to 
extend the time for locating Virginia military land 
warrants, and returning surveys thereon to the 
General Land Office.”’ 

Mr. CORWIN. 1 hope this bill will be per- 
mitted to pass’ without reference, and be put on 
its passage immediately. 1 think the reasons for 
it are very obvious. The bill is just like one 
which has passed the Senate two or three times 
within the last eight or nine years. The office in 
which the titles are to be recorded is now vacant; 
it is not open for the entry of military land war- 
rants. In that district of country set apart for the 
satisfaction of claims for military service in Vir- 
ginia, the report will show any gentleman who 
chooses to look into it, that that there are lands 
open for the entry of that sort of claim—Virginia 

“military land warrants—that cannot now be made 
because the time for making them has expired. 
‘Phere are some 120,000 acres of that land yet to 
be taken up, and warrants every where to take 
them up. There is no office in which these en- 
tries can. now be made, and this bill therefore 
proposes extending the time for two years. This 
will allow the entries to be made and the land 
taken up. 

Mr. KING. I know very well if you pass an 
act extending the time in this case, there will be 
no end to such applications. I should like to 
know whether there are any additional claims to 
be presented. 

Mr. CORWIN. Not one. It is merely for the 
satisfaction of warrants issued prior to.the year 
1840, and for which there is plenty of land to take 
them up. 

Mir. aa iNG. Let that portion of the bill be read. 

The portion referred to was read accordingly. 

Mr. KING, I shall not object to it. i 

The bill was then considered by the Senate as 
in Committee of the Whole; and, there being no 
amendment offered, it was reported to the Senate, 
read a third time, and passed. 

The next bill taken up was an act from the 
House of Representatives to provide for recording 
the conveyances of vessels and for other purposes; 
which was read a first and second time by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

The Senate next took up a joint resolution to 
supply the Territories of Oregon and Minnesota 
with the narrative of the exploring expedition. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa, moved that it be put 
upon its passage, which was acquiesced in, and it 
was read a second time, considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole, read a third time, and passed. 

RELIEF OF JOHN HOGAN. 

The Senate next proceeded to the consideration 
of a joint resolution for the relief of John Hogan, 
which had heretofore been ordered to a third 
reading. 

Mr. MANGUM. I desire to amend that reso- 
lation so as to show on the face of it that the pay- 
mentfshould not exceed $1,000. 

Mr KING. 1 would suggest to the honorable 
Senator. from North Carolina, that it would have 


_——* 


4 


avery strange appearance for us to say in the first | 


instance, that the’claim of this individual shall be 
settled on principles of equity and justice, and 
then add, provided it shall not exceed a certain 
sum. If the money is equitably due to him, he 
ought to have the whole of it; if itis not equita- 
bly due to him, he should not have any. Saying 
that it shall not-exceed so and ‘so, will not change 
the amount equitably due him. Be 

Mr. MANGUM. Mr. President, the ;motive 
for inserting the words ‘* 1,000”* is obviously this: 


this question “some two years ago underwent a | 


thorough investigation by the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. There was a very strong op- 
position here on the part of two or three gentlemen 
to make any allowance whatever to Mr. Hogan. 
The committee were of opinion that an allowance 
was reasonable toan amount not exceeding $2,000 


or $2,500. The sum of $1,200 has been paid by 


placing it in the civil and diplomatic bill of last || 


year. The committee examined this matter, and 
1 myself looked into it particularly; and their re- 
port—and in this opinion I believe I have the con- 
currence of all the members of the Committee on 


Foreign Relations, during the last Congress—was || 


meant as an indication forthe Department of what 
was right in the sense of the committee. I would 
prefer that the resolution should be recommitted 
with a view of amendment. 

Mr. SEWARD. Cannot the amendment be 
made now? 


The VICE PRESIDENT. It could, by a re- 


consideration of the vote, or by universal consent. | 


Mr. MANGUM then moved to amend the joint 
resolution by adding the words ‘* provided it do 
notyexceed $1,000.” 

Mr. CHASE. Itstrikes me that the objection 


made by the honorable Senator from Alabama, | 


ought to be attended to. Jt seems to me we are 
placing ourselves in a singular attitude when we 
say we will pay the claim on principles of equity 
and justice, provided we do not pay above a 
stated sum. 

Mr. SEWARD. I hope I shall be allowed to 
say a word on this subject. I brought this matter 
before the Senate at the request of Mr. John Ho- 
gan, for whose relief this measure is provided by 
a resolution, after a conversation with the Secre- 
tary of State, in which he expressed the opinion 
to me that there was due to Mr. Hogan an amount 
upon a fair adjustment of his agcounts, but that 
the Secretary of State had no right, without the 


authority of Congress, to adjust his accounts out j 


of the funds now in his hands. The services ren- 


dered by Mr. Hogan were rendered during the | 


administrati8n of President Tyler, and were said 
to be wel] understood by the distinguished Sena- 
tor from South Carolina, [Mr. CaLnoux,} who I 
regret is not now in his place. 
sent to the Commitee on Foreign Affairs, and 
they have properly introduced a joint resolution 
which provides, as will be secn, for the settlement 
of this claim on principles of equity and justice. 
But the former appropriation having been irregu- 
larly made, it is apprehended there may be some 
difficulty about the passage of the bill, unless the 
amount shall be stipulated in some way so as not 
to exceed what might be thought reasonable upon 
principles of equity. There was some opposition 
to the whole claim, and | have assented to this 
amount, speaking in behalf of the claimant, for 
this reason: ehat he is much indisposed, and he 
thought he had better take this bill, if it gives him 
a thousand dollars, than to have no bill at present; 
for if he has no aid, it is probable he will soon be 
beyond the reach of justice and equity, if it shall 
be giver to him more liberally hereafter. I shall 
be much gratified if it can pass now. It has been 
before the Committee on Foreign Relations, and 
they haveall the information they can have. The 
two distinguished Senators who have spoken on 
this subject were in the Senate during the time of 
the administration of Mr. Tyler, and their opin- 
ions are undoubtedly as sound, as wise, and cor- 


rect as any opinions which the Commitiee of | 


Claims could arrive at if the subject was before 
them. 

Mr. SMITH. Thisclaim was before the Com- į 
mittee on Foreign Ralations in the House of Rep- | 
resentatives last session of Congress. I paid 
some attention to the subject when it was before 
the committee, and believe that that committee re- | 
ported a bill in favor of making an allowance to | 
this applicant to the same amount as was ulti- 


i 
i 
! 


The resolution was ! 


did not‘reach the bill in the House of Representa- 
tives; but when the civil and diplomatic bill came 
| into the Senate, an item of appropriation was in- 
serted to the amount we had reported; and. the 
Senate put also into the same bill several other 
claims of the same character. The truth is, that 
the two Houses of Congress—it was the first ses- 
sion of the last Congregs—had before them the 
very question which it is now proposed to refer.to 
the Secretary of State, that is to say, whether this 
man is entitled to anything; and, if he was, what 
should be the amount to which he was entitled in 
| equity and justice; and when that allowance was 
made in the civil and diplomatic bill, I never ex- 
pected to hear any more of this claim. 

But it appears, Mr. President, that there is 
never to be any end to it. These applications 
come here Congress after Congress, in the hope of 
getting from us furti sums of money. Jt ap- 
pears to me that both Houses of Congress having 
had this subject before them, and having already, 
decided to what this man is entitled in equity and 
| justice, it is exceedingly singular that this matter 
should now be referred to the Secrerary of State. 
| I have yet to learn the utility of the expedition to 
St. Domingo on which Mr. Hogan was sent, and 
| out of which this claim arises. [can hardly see 
what government have to do with expeditions to 
St. Domingo. But if it was an undertaking of no 
utility to the country, E do not know that Mr. 
Hogan was responsible for that. But if I recol- 
| lect the whole facts of the case, he was Instructed 
| to bring vouchers for all his expenditures. He 
returned without vouchers. There might have 
been some vouchers—probably there were; but at 
|| alt events the vouchers did not cover all his expen- 
ditures, and the committee of the House of Re- 
presentatives—indeed both Houses of Congress 
being satisfied that probably something might be 
i due to him over and above all that had been paid 
by the Government, (for a considerable amount 
‘ was paid to him as per diem and for other expen- 
ses,)—both Houses being desirous to do him entire 
justice, made, at the last Congress, what I suppo- 
sed was an ample provision to satisfy his claim, 
But it seems he comes here again. He is not. 
willing that the two houses of Congress should 
adjudicate upon this claim, but wants to send it te 
the Secretary of State, who it seems, has a pre- 
judgment on it; for it appears that the Secretary of 
| State has said that he believes something is due. 
Now, I would deal liberally with Mr. Hogan. If 
I believed there was any thing due him I would 
pay it; even if there was strong ground for doubt 
I would pay it; but, inasmueh as the two Houses 
of Congress have said he is entitled to the amount, 
and no more, put into the civil and diplomatic bill 
at the first session of the last Congress, it would 
seem to me to be a very extraordinary proceeding 
to reopen the whole matter and ceall on the Secre- 
tary to revise the decision of the two Houses oj 
Corigress, and to say whether we did or did not ' 
| decide rightly. For one, therefore, I shall have 
| some difficulty in voting for the resolution in any 
form. 

Mr. MANGUM. One of the objections rests 
on the assumption that the sum was fixed on, 
whether by the last Congress or not, it is not said. 
| The sum was purely arbitrary. ‘The committee 
‘| had agreed, and that was the understanding, that 
i he ought to be allowed $2,000 or $2,500. His 
; claim was nearly $6,000. The reports and all the 
i| papers in the State Department were brought to the 
| commilttee-room,and were most carefully and thor- 
| oughly examined, and what was done in the Com- 
|| mittee on Foreign Relations was done with the most 
i perfect unanimity, according to my recollection. 
| The insertion of $1,200 was purely an arbitrary 
ii matter, within my own judgment. I inserted it 
|| because I knew the person was in extreme need, 
l! and at that period of the session I did not desire 
j! togo to the full extent of what perhaps justice 
< mightallow him. All this was before the coramit- 
! tee the other day. It was then distinetly under- 

stood that aclaim would be set up for an additional 
isum. Iwould have been content with $800, but 
' the committee, or a majority of them, thinking 
| otherwise, I thought $1,000 not at all. unreasona-~ 
| ble. 

As to the matter of the irregularity of the vouch- 
ers, all have passed under the review of the com- 


i 
i 
Í 


i 
i 
i 


vidence that the outlay, together with the services, 


mately put into the civil and diplomatic bill, We 


| 
| mittee with the severest scrutiny. We had ample 
t 
| 


e 
have reached a point which we indicated as proper 
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to pay, independent of specific vouchers. With 
“more care, his claim might possibly have been ad- 
vanced fifty or a hundred per cent. 
The joint resolution was then read a third time 
and passed. 


PUBLIC PRINTING. 


_On motion of Mr. BORLAND, the communi- 
cation from the Secretary of the Interior, made in 
compliance with a resolution of the Senate, calling 
‘for certain information in relation to contract print- 
ing, was taken up, and ordered to be printed. 


THE COMPROMISE. 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the 
special order, being the series of resolutions some 
time since submitted by Mr. Cray. 

Mr. DOWNS resumed and concluded the speech 
which he commenced yesterday. 

Mr. MILLER next obtained the floor; but as | 
it was too late to proceed to-day, and as the Sena- | 
tor from Alabama was entitled to the floor on an- 


other subject—the reference of the President’s |} 


message accompanying the constitution of the 
State of California—he moved that the further con- | 
sideration of this subject be postponed to Thursday 
next; which was agreed to. 

On motion, the Senate then proceeded to the 
consideration of Executive business; and, after 
some time, the doors were reopened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Weonespay, February 20, 1850. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 

Mr, THURSTON asked the unanimous con- 


sent of the’ETouse to introduce a resolution. 

Mr. STANLY rose, not (he said) for the pur- 
pose of objecting to the request of the gentleman 
from Oregon, [Mr. Tuurston,] but to suggest 
that, by unanimous consent, one hour should be 
set apart for the reception of such resolutions as 
did not give rise to debate, or to which no objec- 
tion should be made. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, desired, he | 
said, an understanding on one point. Was it to | 
be understood thata gentleman introducing a reso- 
lution might move the previous question upon it? 

Mr. STANLY. No—thatis not my intention. 

The SPEAKER said that where resolutions 
were introduced by unanimous consent, they stood 
upon different ground from resolutions introduced 
under the rule;and that if a resolution were offered 
under that unanimous consent, and objection were 
made to it, it could not be introduced, 


Mr. INGE insisted on the regular order of; 


business. 

Mr. STANLY. Very well; I shall not object 
to the motion of the gentleman from Oregon, (Mr. 
Tuvrsrox;] I hope he will be allowed to intro- 
duce it. 

Mr. INGE objected, he said, to everything 
that was out of the regular order of business. 

So the motion of Mr. Sranty was not enter- 
tained. 

And the resolution of Mr. Turston was not 
introduced. — - ; : 

Mr. PHGENIX asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to introduce a bill, of which previous 
notice had been given. 

Objection was made. — 

Mr. BUEL inquired if, under the 61st rule, res- | 
olutions, before submitted, calling upon the de- 
partments or Executive for information, were not | 
now in order? This rule provided “‘ that all such | 
propositions shall be taken up for consideration in 
the order they were presented, immediately after 
reports are called for from select committees,” 

The SPEAKER replied, that it was the prac- | 


tees, to commence the call again, and if, before | 
the hour expires, reports from select committees 
be called for, then this class of resolutions was | 
next in order. OM 

Mr. BUEL said, then, under such a practice, It 
must be understood that such resolutions may 
never be reached, fora call is scarcely ever com- 
pleted in one day. 

The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the com- 

_mittees for 


REPORTS. 
Mr. COBB, of Alabama, from the Committee on 


j 
tice, on completing an unfinished call of commit- i 

| 

I 


i 


j 
i 


morial of the Legislative Assembly of the Territory 
of Minnesota, asking Congress to grant preémptions 
to actual settlers on the unsurveyed public lands; 
and it was ordered to lie on the table and be 
printed. 


On motion, by Mr. COBB, of Alabama, the same 
committee was discharged from the further consid- 
eration of the petition of Wm. B. W. Cobb, pray- 
ing Congress to amend the law granting pensions to 
widows and orphans whose husbands and fathers 
died’ of disease contracted in the Mexican war, 
so as to include the widows and orphans whose 
husbands and fathers died of disease contracted in 
the service during the war with Great Britain; and 
the same was referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. ; f 

Mr. BOWLIN, from the Committee on Publis 
Lands, reported back the bill granting to the States 
of Missouri and Arkansas eertain swamp or over- 
flowed lands, for the purpose of rechuming the 
same, and increasing the value of the lands in the 
vicinity thereof; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union; and the bill and report were ordered to be 
printed. 

THE MINT. 


. Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, from the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, reported a bill supplementary 
to an act entitled an “ Act supplementary to the 
act entitled an act to establish. a mint, and regu- 
lating the coin of the United States.” 

. The bill having been read twice by its title— 
Mr. McLANE asked that it be put upon its en- 
grossment, 
The bill was then read through. ~ 
Mr. McLANE explained that the bill provided 


| that the amount of money hereafter to be kept on 


deposit in the mint should not exceed the sum of 
two millions of dollars instead of one million, as 
| heretofore. The large importations of gold from 
| California rendered this increase necessary. ‘The 
| act of 1837 contained the present bill as its thirty- 
first section, except that this bill substituted the 
sum of two millions instead of one, as the amount 
| whic should remain on deposit. In all other 
respects the bill before the House was a copy of 
the thirty-first section of the act of 1837. It did 
not change the character of the existing Jaw. It 
merely ‘authorised the Secretary of the Treasury, 
at his discretion, to keep two millions on hand in- 
stead of one, to mtet the operations of the mint 
of the United States. . 

Mr. BAYLY said, it was his impression, 
(though he might be mistaken, and if sohe would 
be happy to be corrected,) that the passage of this 
law, unless a provision were added providing 
against such a result, would vacate the bonds of 


| the officers of the mint. 


Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, said that the ex- 
isting bonds of the sub-treasurers, or depositaries 
and superiniendents of the mint had no particular 
reference to the amount of money on deposit. 
The amount varied at the discretion of the Secre- 


| tary, or from the fluctuations of the accruing reve- 
| nue. 


The amount which each depositary gave 
bonds for was specific; and the bond given by the 
superintendent of the Mint was already as great 
as the bonds given by some of the sub-treasurers 
throughout the United States, who had a larger 
amount than two millions on deposit. It was not 
thought necessary to provide for an increase of 
bonds. The idea was not entertained that the 
existing bonds would be vacated. But if such 
would be the effect of this law, a clause providing 
against that result must of course be introduced. 
‘The only question raised in committee was 
whether the bond itself should be increased. The 
committee thought it was not necessary to increase 
it. But if the effect of this new provision would 
be to vacate the bonds, it would be proper to make 
provision against it. His own opinion was that 
no such effect would follow. 

Mr. BAYLY said, he did not propose to in- 


j| crease the penalty of the bond. Bat his decided 


impression was, that when the public officers had 
given bonds under the law as it existed, and that 
Jaw should be modified, the sureties were not 
bound, and he thought that if, for nothing else 
than from abundant caution, a provision ought to 
be added requiring the renewal of the bonds. 

Mr. PECK made one or two remarks, which 


Public Lands, made an adverse report on the me- 


were mostly inaudib.e to the“reporter. He was 
| understood to say that he thought some such pro- 


vision gs that proposed by the gentleman from 
Virginia ought to be inserted. Paa 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, remarked 
that the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. McLane] 
had said that-this bill was an exact copy of the 
3lst section of the existing law. But there was 
one expression in it which struck his ear as a litle 
strange, ard ke desired to know of the gentleman 
from Maryland what was the’ exact meaning of it. 
The bill stated that it should be the duty of the 
Secretary of the Treasury to keep $2,000,000 on 
deposit. Now, the gentleman slated that the ob- 
ject was, that the Secretary might be allowed to 
extend the deposit to that amount, but not if the 
business did not require it. The question was 
why he should keep $2,000,000 on deposit if it 
were not necessary to do 80. 

Mr. McLANE. If the gentleman will allow 
the bill to be read he will find that it imposes no 
obligation upon the Secretary to keep any specific 
amount on deposit The amount is to be deter- 
mined by the discreti .of the Secretary of the 
Treasury. The original law provides that the 
amount shall be regulated at his discretion—that 
he shall have from one dollar to $2,000,000 on de- 

osit. ` 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. If that is 
the bill I have no objection to it; L would like to 
have it read. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. THOMPSON said he was satisfied from 
the reading of the bill that it was not necessary 
that the Secretary should keep $2,000,000. 

But he wished to ask the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Commerce [Mr. McLane] one other 
question—that was, why this bill referred to the 
mint at Philadelphia alone? ; 

Mr. MeLANE said his friend from Mississippi 
did not exactly understand that section of the law 
yet. It was not the mintin Philadelphia of which 
the bill spoke. It was the mintof the United 
States: the mint embraced in the general law of 
1837, providing fora mint and regulating the coin 
of the United States. The term used in that statute 
related to the mint of the United States, The 
“ mint of the United States”? embraced the princi- 
pal mint in Philadelphia and all the branch mints 
of the United States. Heretofore the sum of 
money the Secretary of the Treasury had had at 
his discretion $1,000,000, which was distributed at 
his discretion to the mintin Philadelphia or to the 
branch mints. And he now repeated that this bill 
was an exact verbatim copy of the 3}st section of 
the law of 1837, inserting $2,000,000 instead of 
$1,000,000. An exact copy, because the commit- 
tee did not wish to disturb the existing provisions 
of law regulating the coin of the United States 
and the operations of the mint of the United 
States. 

And again: This proviso, which he was going 
to submit out of abundant caution, was not neces- 
sary, because none of the bonds now given by the 
superintendents of the mint—any more than the 
bonds given by the sub-treasurers of the United 
States—related to any specific amount which they 
might have in their possession. They were bonds 
given for the safe-keeping of the public money. 
Under the general provision of the law it was very 
true that one million dollars was the total amount 
which could be distributed, butto-day one hundred 
thousand might bein the branch mint in Georgia, 
and to-morrow five hundred thousand dollars, 
The Sccretary had his discretion. Notwithstand~ 
ing, in obedience to the suggestion*of the gentleman 
from Virginia, he proposed that the bonds given 
by all the superintendents of the mints, should be 
renewed and increased by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, at his discretion, under the operation of 
this bill. 

Mr. BURT said he was afraid that the morning 
hour would be consumed in this debate upon a bill 


just reported, which had not been printed, and 


with the provisions of which the House could not 
be acquainted, and thereby that the report of other 
bills would be prevented. 

He inquired what would be the effect of the 
previous question upon a motion to refer the bill to 
the Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union. 

The SPEAKER, Ifa motion is made te refer 
to the Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union, and the previous question were 
moved and seconded, it would bring the House 
first to a vote upon the commitment, of ‘the bill. 
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Mr. BURT. I move, then, that the bill be 
committed to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union, and printed, and I de- 
mand the previous question. 

Mr. McL.ANE, of Maryland... I hope the 
House wil! not order the reference, but-—— 

‘Mr. BURT called the gentleman to order. 

The question having been taken, by ayes 102, 
noes 26, there was a second te the demand for the 
previous question. And (after a brief conversa- 
tion on a point of order) the main question was 
ordered to be now taken. 

The first question was on the motion to refer 
the bill to the Committee of the Whole on the 
the state! of the Union; and, being taken, it was 
decided in the negative—ayes 56, noes 75. 

So the House refused to refer the bill to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The question then recurred on the amendment 
of Mr. McLane, and was decided in the affirma- 
tive. 

So the amendment waéagreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading, and 
was read a third time and passed. 

Mr. HOAGLAND, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, made an adverse report on the pe- 
tition of the citizens of Juliet precinct, Lee county, 
Illinois, concerning a mill-dam; which was or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. POTTER, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, made an adverse report on 
the petition of Joseph F. Caldwell, asking indem- 
nity for losses sustained by the alteration, by the 
Postmaster General, of his contract for carrying 
the mail. . : 

Mr. HEBARD, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, made an adverse re- 
port on the petition of Snapp and Howell; which 
was laid on the table and the report ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. DANIEL, from the Committee on Claims, 
made an adverse report on the petition of William 
Gibbons, asking for compensation for services 
rendered in erecting and fitting up the United 
States court-room at Jackson, Mississippi; and it 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. D., also, from the same committee, reported 
the following bills; which. were severally read 
twice by their title, referred to the Committee of 
the Whole, and made the order of the day for to- 
morrow, viz: è 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of James C. Watson, of Georgia; and 

A bill for the relief of Charles Stewart. 

‘Mr. GRINNELL, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported a bill providing for the settle- 
ment of the claim of Henry Leef and John Mc- 
Kee; which was twice read by its title and re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. McLEAN, of Kentucky, from the Com- 
mittee on Claims, reported the following bills; 
which were respectively read twice by their titles, 
and referred to a Committee of the Whole House 
and made the order of the day for to-morrow, viz: 

A bill for the benefit of Sarah Jane West; and 

A bill for the benefit of Mrs, Indiana Shoema- | 
ker. 

Mr. TAYLOR, from the Committee for the | 
District of Columbia, to whom was referred the 
memorial of Wm. A. Bradley and others, citizens | 
of the District, praying Congress for an act of in- 
corporation; reported a bill under the name and 
style of “The Eagle Steamboat Company ;” which | 
was read twice and referred to the Committee of | 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 


THE ANNUAL MESSAGE. 4 


Mr. DUER offered the following resolution, 
which, he said, he thought was a privileged ques- 
tion, viz: 

Resolved, That unless sooner brought to a conclusion, de- 
bate in Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
on the annual message of the President, shall cease on | 
Wednesday next, at 2 o’elock, p. m., when the committee | 
shall proceed to vote on the pending question of reference, 
and on such amendments as may he offered thereto. ‘ 


Mr. FEATHERSTON objected. l 

The SPEAKER said the resolution was in or- 
der as a privileged resolution, i 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, inquired wheth- 
er the resolution came from a committee? 


The SPEAKER said, the Chair understood the 


resolution to have been offered by the cent} 
from New York, [Mr. Durr.] 7 BEER 


ra 


Mr. JOHNSON inquired if the resolution was 
in order during the morning hour ? 

The SPEAKER. The resolution is one of ! 
privilege, and is in order at any time. ~ 

Mr. INGE moved that the resolution be laid on 
the table. 2s 

.Mr. WHITE demanded the previous question. 

Mr. DUER said he believed the resolution was 
not debatable. 

The SPEAKER said it was not debatable. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Inez, and decided in the affirmative. Š 

So the resolution was laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. Inez, the House resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. Boyn, of Kentucky, in the chair,) 
and resumed the consideration of the resolution re- 
ferring to the appropriate committees the various 
subjects embraced in the President’s annual mes- 
sage. | 

Mr. BAY was entitled to the floor, and ad- 
dressed the committee for an hour, touching sev- 
eral topics embraced in the message, and upon the 
slave question as connected with the territories of 
the United States. [His speech will be found in 
the Appendix. ] | 

Mr. BAY having concluded— | 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, obtained the 
floor, and moved to lay aside the annual message 
of the President, with a view to take up the spe- 
cial message in relation to California. 

Some conversation followed, after which 

Mr. STEVENS withdrew his motion and pro- 
ceeded to address the committee. He occupied | 
the floor for an hour upon the slave question. He 
expressed himself in opposition to slavery gen- 
erally, and particularly in favor of its prohibition 
in any of the territories belonging to the United 
States. [His speech will be found in the Appen- 
dix. 

Me. S, having concluded— 

Mr. BUEL obtained the floor, and offered the 
following amendment to the first resolution, which 
refers so much of the President’s Message as re- 
lates to our foreign affairs to the Committee on 
Foreien Affairs, viz: = | 

& With instructions to inquire whether, at that period, in 
the Jate struggle between Hungary und Austria, when the | 
latter sought the intervention of Russia, with a powerful ! 
army, Hungary had not in fact. triumphed over Anstria, and į 
whether the President, hy neglecting at that period to recog- 
nize the independence of Hungary, did not depart from the 
settled policy of the country in recagnizing de facto govern- 
ments, disappoint the friends of freedom, and do violence to 
the sympathies and wishes of the American people”? 


Mr. BUEL then proceeded to address the com- 
mittee at length. [His speech will be found in | 
the Appendix. ] | 

Mr. BUEL having concluded, the floor was as- | 
signed to j 

Mr. BISSELL, who yielded to a motion that 
the Committee rise, which having been agreed to, 
the committee rose. i 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, moved that when 
the House adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Monday. 

The SPEAKER said the motion was not in 
order. | 

Mr. McLANE moved that when the House | 
adjourns to-morrow, it adjourn to meet on Mon- | 
day. i 


The SPEAKER said, that motion would be in 
order to-morrow, but was not in order now. 
And thereupen the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &e. 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were | 
presented under the rule, and referred to the appro 
priate committees, viz: 

By Mr. WHYITLESEY: The pet'tion of Arius Nye 
and others, of the town of Marietta, praying for a reduc- 
tion of the rates of postage. 

Also, the petition of D. P. Bosworth and others, of the | 
town of Marietta, praying for a reduction of the rat s of 
postage. 

By Mr. YOUNG: The petition of James Lockard and 15 : 
others, citizens of Darwin, Ilinois, praying the reduction of | 
postage to the sate of two ents per half ounce on all prepaid | 
letters. | 

By Mr. ROCKWELL: The petition of William Packard | 
and 37 other cit zens of Cummington, Massachusetts, in | 
favor of es'abli-hing the rates of postage on prepaid letters i 
at two cenis per half cance. 

By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of Jesse Mattley, Na- 
thaniel Case and others, citizens of Bristol, Turnbull 
eounty, Ohio, praying for cheap postage. i 

Also, of A. N. Kozy, George Fausler, and others, citizens | 
of Tarnbull county, Ohio, praying the establishment of | 
a rate of postage on prepaid letters at two cents per half : 
ounce. 

On motion by Mr. GOULD, the papers of John S. Isaacs, 


praying compensation for services as collector at Laguua 
in Mexico, during the years 1847-8. i 

By Mr. FEATHERSTON: The petition of W. N. Wart 
and 39 others, citizens of Mississippi, asking Congress for a 
Jot of the public land, for the erection of a churet. 

By Mr. PHCENIX: The joint resolution of the Legislature 
of the State of New York, favorable to the removal of the 
rocks in the Hurl-gate passage. 

On motion by Mr. JACKSON, leave was granted to 
withdraw from the files of the House the petition of Mid- 
shipman A. K. Hughes. 

By Mr. FULLER: The petition of Ephraim Knowlton 
and 47 others, citizens of East Thomaston, inthe county of 
Lincoln, praying Congress to grant an appropriation of mo- 
ney for the erection of a light-house upon Green’s Island 
near the entrance of Hurricane Sound, within the limits of 
Vinalhaven, in the county of Waldo, 

Also, the petition of William B. Grose and 62 others, cit- 
izens of the town of Camden, in the county of Waldo, in 
aid of the same object. 

Also, the petition and memorial of Levi Foster, of Calais, 
in'the eounty of Washington, and State of Maine, praying 
Congress to grant him a pension in consideration of merito- 
rious services performed by him in the revolutionary war, 
and in defence of Machias, and in the capture of the British 
brig Dawson. 

Also, the petition of Andrew S. Marston and 29 others, 
citizens of Jonesborough, in the county of Washington and 
State of Maine, praying Congress to reduce the present rates 
of postage. 

Also, the petition of J. S. Sargent and 47 others, citizens 
of Hancock county, in the State of Maine, praying Con- 
gress to grant an appropriation for the erection of a light- 
house on Fly’s Point, so called. 

Also, the petition of May Gray and 11 others, for the same 

urpose, 

R By Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee: The petitions from the 
following persons, viz: Isaac Alway, John Conkin, Henry 
Click, Chartes ©. Cargill, Washington Denham, Cornelius 
Hughes, John Kerbaugh, Jonathan Naif, James M. Rhea, 
David Troxall, Edward ‘Taylor, James Wright, jr., Robert 
Trevitt, and the widow of Edward Moody. 

By Mr. HALLOWAY: The petition of Alonzo Van 
Fradenburgh and 32 others, praying for cheap postage. 

Also, the petition of Henry Moshere and 65 others, on the 
subject of cheap postage. ; 

By Mr. TAYLOR: The petition of Abrah#i#Cagsil! and 
15 other citizens of Jacksou county, Ohio, praying Congress 
that the same bounty land may be granted to the soldiers of 
the war of 1812, and the Indian wars prior to that time, as 
was granted to those who served in the Mexican war. 

By Mr. CABLE, of Ohio: The petition of Horace Bald- 
win, Henry Sevigart, and 70 other citizens of North Lima, 
Ohio, for the freedom of the public lands. 

By Mr. HAY: The petition of Jacob Howey, Empson 
Haines, and 30 others, inhabitants of the township of Wool- 
wich, county of Gloucester, and State of New Jersey, pray- 
ing Congress to establish the rate of postage on prepaid let- 
ters at two cents per half ounce. 

By Mr. UNDERHILL: Concurrent resolutions of the 
State of New York in favor of an act making appropriation 
to remove the rocks at Hurigate, East River. 

Also, Concurrent resolutions of the Legislature of the 
State of New York, in favor of appropriations for the con- 
struction of harbors ind improvements on navigable rivers, 

By Mr. TAYLOR. The petition of Clement Pine, 
Thomas T. Scott, Johnson Lofland, O. T. Reeves, J. & H. 
MeLandburg, and 110 others, citizens of Ross county, 
Ohio, earnestly praying Congress to grant them the benefits 
of cheap postage; and to establish the rates of postage on 
prepaid letters, at two cents per half ounce. 

By Mr. BURROWS: The petition of Andrew Stanly and 
70 others, citizens of the county of Orleans, New York, 
asking Congress to establish the rate of postage on prepaid 
letters at two cents per half ounce, 

Also, the petition of J. D. Stafford, and other citizens of 
Kendall, Orleans county, New York, on the same subject. 

By Mr. MILLSON : The petition of James Lewis, asking 
compensation for aitendance on the district court of the 
United States at Norfolk. 

By Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky: The memorial of Jobn 
Culp, administrator of Samuel Dixon, deceased, asking re- 
muneration for tie military services of the said Dixon. 

By Mr. GOODENOW: The petition of E. P. ‘Tobie and 
202 other citizens of Lewiston and vicinity; also, of S.C. 
Fessenden and 129 other citizens of Bast Thomaston, in the 
State of Maine, asking for cheap postage.. 

By Mr. EVANS, of Ohio: The petition of 20 citizens of 


|! Muskingum county, Ohio, for cheap postage. 


By Mr. SCHENCK: The petition of Johu Shafer, of the 
city of Dayton, Ohio, praying for arrears of pay and bounty 
land due him as a soldier in the war of 1812. 

Also, the petition of 230 citizens of Dayton, Ohio, for a 
uniform rate of postage on letters, wo cents, prepaid, 
throughout the United States, 

Also, the memorial of 290 citizens of Icenia and Cedar- 
ville, in Greene county, Obio, for the construction of a rail- 
road to the Pacific, on the plan of Asa Whitney. 

By Mr. MOORE: The petition of citizens of Pennsyl- 
vania, asking Congress to grant to actual settlers a portion 
of the public lands not exceeding 160 acres. 

By Mr. COLE: A memorial to Congress from the Legis- 
lature of Wisconsin, asking for an appropriation of jand to 
aid in the construction of a railroad from Milwaukee, Wis- 
consin, to the Mississippi river. 

Also, a memorial of the Legistature of the State of Wis- 
consin, asking for the establishinent of a mail route from 
Muscoda, Wisconsin, via Richmond to Adams, Sank coun- 


| ty, Wisconsin. 


Also, a petition of John H. Rountree, J. E. Dodge and 
others, citizens of Wisconsin, asking for the establishment 
of a mail route from Dodgeville via Wingville, &c., to Fort 
Atkinson, Towa. + 

By Mr. BINGHAM: A petition of 500 citizens of Oak- 
land county, Michigan, for cheap postage. Ms 

Also, the petition of Captain A. H. Hanscom, Ist regi- 
ment, Michigan volunteers, for additional remuneration. 

Also, the petition of 240 citizens of Plymouth, Michigan, 


for cheap postage. 


` may be reduced to two cents on the half ounce, and 


1850. 


By Mr. PUTNAM: The petition of Isaac C. 
22 others, of Warsaw, New York, for the #eduction of post- 
age on prepaid Jetters to two cents për half ource. 

‘Also, the like petition of Hinman Walden and 6 others 
of Batavia, New York—an: of Isaac W. Smith and 8 others, 
therchants of Arcade, New York; and of Augustus Frank, 
jr, and 22 others, of Warsaw, New York. ? 

By Mr. CHANDLER; Permission was granted tò with- 
draw from the files the memorial and papers of John E. 
Bispham, that they might be referred tothe Commitee on tfe 
Judiciary. Å ’ ve 

“Also, the mémorial of Caleb J. Good, executor of Lieut. 
John È. Bispham, late of the U. S. Navy. . ° 
By Mr, POTTER: The petition of William McClure and 
other citizens of Putnam county, Ohio, for an appropriation 
of public lands, for the purpose of constructing a plank 
road. $ 
_ Also, the petition of Collins, Brown & Co., for cheap 
postage. 

By Mr. FULLER: The petition of William S. Peavey 
and forty-seven others, citizens of the towns of Trescott 
and Whiting, Washingion county, Maine, praying Congress 
to grant an appropriagion for the removal of certain obstruc- 
vous in the tide waters of Cobscook bay and near Falls Is- 

and. 


IN SENATE, 
Weonespay, February 20, 1850. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Department of the | 
Interior, made in compliance with a resolution of the | 
Senate of the 18th instant, calling for the amount of 
públic money expended in the construction of har- 
bors, building of lighthouses, &c., within the pres- 
ent limits of the Milwaukee land district, stating |; 
that the subjects embraced in the resolution per- 
tained to the Treasury and War Departments, and 
the Secretary of the Interior is, therefore, unable 
to comply with the instructions of the Senate. The 
communication was ordered to lie on the table. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. SEWARD presented the resolutions of the 
Legislature of New York urging the passage of a | 
law providing for the removal of obstructions in | 
the East River, which he desired might be read. 

The resolutions were accordingly read, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered | 
to be printed. 

Also, documen 


in the army for the full period of his enlistment; 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. HALE presented the petition of John P. 
Andrews, asking the adoption of measures for the 
settlement of international difficulties by arbitra- 
tion; which was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. ; 

Also, a petition signed by upwards of one hun- 
dred persons, citizeris of Jefferson county, New 
York, asking that the rates of postage on letters 


newspapers to one cent, for all distances; which || 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. ` 

Mr. DICKINSON presented a petition from 
citizens of Union, Boone county, New York, ask- |! 
ing that the rates of postage may be reduced to 
two cents the half ounce on all. prepaid letters; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post |j 
Office and Post Roads, 

Mr. STURGEON presented the memorial of 
Titian R. Peale, asking compensation for his ser- 
vices as a member of the scientific corps attached | 
to the Exploring Expedition; which was referred |! 
to the Committee on the Library. | 

Mr. COOPER presented the petition of Cham- 
bers C. Mullin, a volunteer in the late war with 
Mexico, praying to be allowed an increase of pen- 
sion; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. CHASE presented a 
of the bat at Steubenville, Ohio, 
the rates of postage. 
__ Also, a petition of 
Ohio, for a reduction of the rates of postage. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Greenfield, Ohio, | 
asking for a reduction of the rates of postage, and | 
the abolition of the franking privilege; which were 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and i 
Post Roads. i | 

Mr. BELL presented the memorial of Henry | 
R. Schoolcraft, asking the payment of a balance 
due him on a settlement of his accounts as Indian 
agent; which was referred to the Committee on || 
Indian Affairs. . l | 

Mr. PRATT presented the memorjal of the 
heirs at law of Archibald Stewart, and, the memo- 
rial of J. Falconer, asking indemnity for French 


petition of members 
for a reduction of |; 


citizens of Highland county, |; 


H 
H 
t 


Bronson and |! 


ts relating to the claim of Daniel |i 
D. T. Benedict, to pay and allowances as a soldier || 


| Judiciary, 


: ing the liabilities 


< Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, presented the me- 
morial-of Wm. W. Chapman, asking to be in- 
demnified against loss of the amount of a forged 
Treasury note which he received with other public 
moneys while acting as an assistant quartermas- 
ter in the army, in the late war in Mexico; 
which was referred to the Committeee of Claims. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented the memorial 
of James Higginbotham, asking permission to 
correct an error in the entry of cértain bounty 
land warrants; which was referred the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. : 

Also, a memorial of citizens of Iowa, asking a 
grant of land for the use of the branch of the State 
University of lowa; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. CASS presented a petition of the teachers 
and scholars of the Romeo branch of the Univer- 


postage; which was referred to the Committee on 


j| the Post Office and Post Roads. 


On motion by Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, 

Ordered, ‘That the documents on the files of the Senate 
relating to the claim of Elisha Hampton and others, be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, to which was referred so 
much of the President’s Message as relates to mil- 
itary affairs, reported a bill to increase the rank 
and file of the army, and to encourage enlistments; 


| which was read and passed ‘to a second reading. 


Mr. TURNEY, from the Committee on Patents, 


| to which was réferred the petition of Peter U. Mor- 
| gan, administrator of John Arnold and Geo. G. 


Bishop, made an adverse report on the same; 
which was ordered to be printed. 
Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 


! Lands, to which was referred the memorial of 


John Baptist Valle, submitted an adverse report 
on the same, which was ordered to be printed. 
THE STEAMSHIP UNITED STATES. 

Mr. KING asked the indulgence of the Senate, 
if there was no other morning business, to take 
up the bill for the relief of Conrad W. Faber, Le- 
| opold Bierwirih, and Theodore Victor. 


| and it was conffdered as in Committee of the 


Whole. 

| Mr. KING remarked that the bill is simply to 
| cancel the bonds of a surety, which, in case they 
| were properly taken, cease to have any effect now, 

A short debate ensued, in which Messrs. BELL, 
KING, FOOTE, DAVIS, of Mississippi, and 
SEWARD participated when, 

The bill was reported to the Senate, was ordered 
to be engrossed to a third reading, was read a third 
time, and passed. 

THE SURETIES OF SAMUEL SWARTWOUT. 


Mr. BRADBURY, from the Committee on the 
to which was referred the memorial of 
M. M. Quackenboss, reported a bill to authorize 
the Secretary of the Treasury to make an arrange- 
ment or compromise with Mangle M. Quacken- 
boss and his codbligors, or any of them, for claims 
or bonds given by them as sureties to the United 
States. 

The bill was read a first time by its title. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I am instructed to ask 
that this bill may be considered now. Eight fa- 
vorable reports have been made upon it by the 
Committee on the Judiciary of the Senate, and 


failed in the House, owing to the lateness of the 
period at which it reached there ‘The Committee 
on the Judiciary is satisfied that the interests of 


| the Government require the passage of this bill, 


and that no good reason can be given for continu- 
of the sureties. 

After a few words by Messrs. BERRIEN, 
KING, BRADBURY, WHITCOMB, BUT- 
LER, HALE, DICKINSON, and TURNEY, 

The bill was reported to the Senate, and the 
question wasstated to be on ordering it to be en- 
grossed for a third reading 

Mr. WHITCOMB called for the yeas and nays, 
and they were ordered, and being taken, resulted: 

YEAS—Messis. Badger, Bell, Berrien, Bradbury, Butler, 
Chase, Clarke, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Dawson, 
Dickinson, Dadge of Iowa, Dodge of Wisconsin, 
Jones, Mangum, Miller, Morton, Norris, Rusk, 
Smith, Soulé, Spruance, and Sturgeon—2o. 


Seward, 


|. NAYS-—Messrs. Atchison; Borland; Bright,-Cass, Clay; 
Clemens, .. Cooper, Davis:o Mississippi, ¥eleh, ‘Hamlin, 
Hunter, King, Pratt, Sebastain, Turney, and Whiteomb—16. 
The bill was then read a third time and, passed. 
“| ADMISSION OF LADIES. 0 -7 
Mr FOOTE, As there is nothing now beforé 
the Senate, I beg leave to atinounce. that.1 feel it 
to be my duty to move that, before roceeding ‘to 
the orders of the day, the ladies be allowed to take 
seats on the floor of the Senate. . I am sure there 


will be no opposition to it, as the honorable Sena- 
tor from Maryland is fortunately absent. 


sity of Michigan, asking a reduction of the rates of 


The motion to take up the bill was agreed to, | 


several times a bill has passed the Senate, but | 


| 
1 


Greene, | 


The motion was agreed to, and many. ladies 
were introduced to the privileged seats. 


ADMISSION OF CALIFORNIA, 


The Sehate proceeded to the consideration of 
the special order, being the motion to refer the 
President’s Message transmitting the constitution 
of California. : : 

Mr. CLEMENS. The motion.of the Senator 
from Missouri, (Mr. Benron,] and the first of the 
series of resolutions presented not long since by the 
Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Cxay,] arein sub- 
stance the same. I shall consider and treat them 
as identical. They seem to be so regarded by the 
Senator from Kentucky himself, though his 
speech at one time certainly left a different im- 
pression on my mind.. I suppose I.did net ander- 
stand him rightly. Be that, however, as it may, 
there is now entire concord of opinion and action 
between himself and. the Senator from Missouri. 
A concord which is by no means the least signifi- 
cant of the portents by which we are surrounded, 
I have read indeed that a time was coming when: 
the lion and the lamb should lie down together, but 
I did not expect to witness anything approaching 
that happy state in my day. All incredulity, how- 
| ever, is now at an end, and I am prepared to be+ 
lieve in any miracle, and treat with grave consid- 
eration any prophecy. When Thomas H. Ben- 
ton and Henry Clay, “ the great expunger” and 
“ the great embodiment,” are found holding sweet 
converse with each othr, forgetting the animosi- 
ties of thirty years, and lovingly pulling side by 
side in the same team, there can be nothing so 
wild and fanciful as to defy belief. We live, Mr. 
|| President, in strange times, and strange scenes are 
|| being enacted around us. Itis related ofthe celebra- 


|| ted Simon de Montfort that when he surveyed the 
| host of Edward on the field of Evesham, he mur- 
| mured, “ Now, God have mercy on our souls, for 
our bodies are Prince Edward’s.”” Iit was in my 
nature to despair of a good cause, I should. havé 
been impressed with something like the same feél- 
ing when the Senator from Michigan, a short time 
i since; coneludéd his memorable speech on the con- 
stitutional power of Congress to enact the Wilmot 
proviso.. When even he, with his clear convie- 
tioris of duty, with his deep love for the Constitu- 
tion, and his great readiness to make sactifices 
in its defence, dared not go beyond the as- 
| sertion of general principles wholly inadequate to 
the protection of the South, the most sanguine 
might well be excused for yielding to desponden- 
cy. I know that in the opinion of some of our 
friends the course he pursued was wisest and best, 
but when that is conceded it only proves the mag- 
| nitude of the present danger, and the fearful na- 
ture of that destructive element with which he is 
compelled to deal so tenderly. If anything were 
wanting to add to the alarm which such a speech, 
j under such circumstances, was So well calculated 
to excite, it has been supplied by the Senator from 
| Kentucky. After all the reflection which he. has 
been able to bestow upon the subject, aided by.the 
resources of his long experience, and. his great 
familiarity with difficult questions in trying times, 
he has been able to suggest no remedy which does 
not recognize the right of aggression on the one 
side, and demand unconditional submission on the 
other. He hes submitted for our consideration. a 

series of resolutions: dignified with the name ofa 
|| compromise, but. which, like most other. compro- 
| mises between the weak and the strong, is little 
| better than a cloak to. hide from the public gaze a 
i| hideous wrong. It is not my purpose now to 
i| enter into any general examination of those reso- 
lutions, I shall refer to one of them, and one only. 
|| ofthat one F desire to speak uninfluenced by pre- 
| judice against, or partiality for, the author. Ihave 
“peen all my life carrying on a warfare against his 
spolitical miéasures, and 1 do not think it would be 
laltogether in good taste for me to indulge in ex- 
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travazant eulogies of a> man- whose public: meas- 
üres F never did approve, and whose latest act has 
keen a‘deadly blow at the rights and interests of 

my constituents. For his personal character I 
have that respect and admiration which genius 
cand high talents, combined with great boldness, 
never fail to inspire; but. long ago. he made his 
choice between the North and the South. Leng 
azo he became the advocate of a system calculated 
to build up and enrich the commercial and manu- 
facturing interests at the expense of agriculture. 
Deluded, perhaps, by the phantom of an enlarged 
patriotism, the wants of his own section of the 
Union were too small to-attract his notice, and he 
almost forgot that ‘it constituted a part of the na- 
tion which claimed. his care. With the best in- 
tentions, if you choose, he mistook for’generosity 
the feeling which prompted him to disregard the 
complaints. of the southern States, and. with a 
Strange infatuation honestly believed himself to be 
laboring for the good of the whole nation, when 
he was only pointing out a way for one part to en- 
rich itself by the plunder of another. Still labor- 
ing under the same delusion, still clinging to 
the fatal error that wue patriotism can only be 
manifested by an abandonmenvwof sectional rights, 
and a disregard of sectional interests on the one 
‘side, and a full recognition of them on the other, 
he. comes forward now with a compromise which 
concedes everything demanded by the North, and 
proposes nothing for the satisfaction of the South 
but the reassertion in less solemn form of rights 
already guarantied and admitted. 

Tie: first of the Senator’s resolutions, and the 
one to. which my remarks will be confined, is in 
these words: 

t Resolved, That California, with suitable boundaries, ought 
poin her application to be udmitied as one of the States of 
this Union, without the imposition by Congress of any re- 
etriction in respect lo the exclusion or introduction of sla- 
very within those boundaries.” 


<The latter part of this resolution might as well 
have been omitted. for it means nothing in the 
present posture of affairs. California has herself 
imposed a restriction; and the question now is, not 
upon her right so to do, but upon her right to 
adopta constitution atall. Ifshe has the right 
to form a constitution and state government, her 
right to regulate the subject of slavery for herself 
ig unquestioned and unquestionable. In deciding 
this matter, authorities and precedents, if not of j 
absolute nevessity, are yet of high importance, 
and I shall make no apology for their introduction. 
ln Hickey’s copy of the Constitution I find this 
languag.: 

“The Union having been thus completed, and its Con- 
stitution aud Government established, the United States, 
under the 3d section of the 4th article of the Constitution, 
reserved to themselves, in Congress assembled, the right 
and the power to adimit new Slates, by declaring that new 
States mwy be admitted by the Congress of this Union? 
and, as the 4th section of the same article requires that + the 
United States shall guaranty to every State in this Onion 
arepublican form of government,” it has in practice been 
deemed a prerequisite that the people proposing to form a 
new State be authorized by law to form a constitution, to 
be submited to Congress, to enable that body to judge of 
its republican character, before proceeding to exercise that 
high and sovereign power of admitting a distinct commu- 
nity of people to the inestimable rights, privileges and im- i 
munities secured by the organization ofa State government, 
Abd npon an equal footing, in all respects whatsoever, with | 
those States that jointly achieved the independence of the 
country, and which, together with those that have become 
members of the Union since that eventful period, have 
borne the hardships, trials, and difficutties, both internal 
and external, through which the nation has passed, and 
which have secured we stability, power, and happiness of 
the country.?? 


According to this authority, a law authorizing 
the formation of a State constitution is an essen- 
tial prerequisite to admission into the Union. No 
one pretends thet the California constitution owes 
its existence to any such law. It sprung into be- 
ing without law of any kind, (unless the mandate 
of the President is law,) and presents itself here, 
not as the legitimate fruit of legislative action, but | 
rather as the corrupt child of military usurpation. 
The prerequisite is wanting, The fountain is į 
poisoned at its source, and no art can clear the 
stream of its impurities. I read again from the 
same work: 

«The Constitution also declares that € the Congress shall 
have power to dispose of, aud make all neediul rules and | 
regulations respecting the territory, or other property he- | 
longing to the United States; and nothing in this Constitu- 
tion shall be so consti ued as toa prejudice any claims of the |! 
United Suites, or of asy particular State.’ i 

“Under this chiuse, Congress exercises the power of 
creating territorial governments, which, in process of tinie, |; 


i By the provi 


by the increase of population aad other concurrent causes, 
apply, on behalf of the people, for authority to form consti 
tutions and State governments, with a view to admission 
into the Union at a future period, and it is for the Congress 
of the United States, in the exercise of their high constitu- 
tional powers, and under the solemn responsibilities. ini- 
posed upon them as guardians of the rights aud welfare of 
the whote Union, to judge of the expediency and the time 
of admitting the people who may have become inhabitants 
of sùeh territories to all. the peculiar and inestimable rights, 
privileges, and immunities of the citizens of one of the Uni- 
ted States. of America? 

No territorial government was ever established 
in California. The people who framed its consti- 
tution wer t inhabitants, in the Jegal meaning 
of the word They were composed of Indians, 
Mexicans, anda wild band of adventurers from 
every quarter of the globe, allured, by a lust of 
gold, to the shores of the Pacific, many of them 
without a permanent residence anywhere, and 
four-fifths of them without the remotest intention 
of remaining in the country whose organic law 
they undertook to establish. 

I do not speak without authority upon this 
point. I have here the message of the Governor 
of Califocnia, who, it is to be presumed, is ac- 
quainted with the character of the population of 
which he is the chief. He describes them as fol- 
lows: 
| Already we have almost every variety of the human race 
among Us—a heterogeneous mass of human beings, of every 
language and of every hue.” i 
| Yet these persons, not citizens of the United 
States, owing no allegiance to this Government, 
not speaking our language even, or understanding 
our laws, undertake tọ erect a sovereign State out 
i of the public domain; and, with a cool impudence, 
which almost commands admiratian, cal! upon us 
to sanction theiraction, and give validity toa most 
extraordinary usurpation. 

I shail have occasion to refer to this matter 
again, but | wish first to submit a report, made 
by a committee of this body, and concurred in by 
the Senate, at a time and under circumstances best 
calculated to insure a correct and impartial de= 
| exon. : 

In 1796 the State of Tennessee made applica- 
| tion for admission, under the following circum- 
stances: 

“ In the year 179-, proofs satisfactory to the Governor of 
the said Territory having been given that there were more 
than five thousand free male inhabitants in the said last- 
mentioned, ‘Territory, representativ ere chosen and a 
government organized, pursuant to provision of the said 
ordinance in such case declared, the governor and council 
being appointed by and removable at the pleasure of the 

7 On the Hth of July, 1795, an act was passed by 
the Legislature of the said ‘Territory for taking a census of 
the inhabitauts thereot; and it appearing, from the censos 
| so taken, that there were more than sixty thousand tree in- 

batitants iu the said ‘Verritory, the said Governor, on the 
28h November, 1795, issued bis proclamation, as by the 
said Jastementioned act is 
habitants to choose persons to represent them in convention 
for the purpose of forming a constitution or permanent form 
of governinent. 

“The parsons so chosen met in convention on the llth 
January, 1796, declared the people of that part of the said 
Territory whiclr was ceded by North Carolina to be a free 
and independent State, by the name of the State of Ten- 
nessee, (a great majority of the said inhabitants having ex- 
pressed their wish to fori together one State,) and, for their 
permanent governuent, expressly recognizing the aforesaid 
ord:nanee of Congress, formed a constitution consistent 
wiih the principles and articles thereof. 
sions of the constitution so formed the Le- 
| gislature thereby directed to be chosen was required to mect 
on the last Monday in March then next, for the avowed 
purpose of obtaining a representation in Congress during the 
present session. The Legislature met accordingly, and the 
temporary government established in the said Territory has 
ceased and been suspended. Due notice of all the aforesaid 
acts and proceedings has, from time to time, been given by 
the Governor ol the said Territory to the Government of the 


' 


|! United States, and no dissatisfaction thereupon expressed 


Í by the latter?’ 


Upon this state of facts the committee reported: 

« Congress have declared that the whole of the territory 
northwest of the Ohio shall, for the purpose of temporary 
government, compose one district; and likewise that the 
whole of the territory south of the Ohio shall, for the like 
purpose, compose one district; butthey have not definitively 
laid out the territory northwest of the Olio into States, nor 


shat be laid out trio one or more States. Hf the district 
northwest of the Ohio contained more than sixty thousand 
frue inhabitants, it would not from thence follow that the 
ct could demand admission as anew State into the 
| Union, because the district must, by the terms of its cession, 
| be previousty divided into a number of States, the free inhab- 
itauts ofeach of which must amount to sixty thousand before 
| such State would havea right of adinission into the Union; in 

like manner, although the district south of the Ohio should 
cotain sixty thousand free inhabitants, it cannot trom thence 
beinferred that the district, or that portion thereof ceded by 
North Carolina, would have aright to be admitted asa new 
State into the Union, because Congress have not decided 
whether the same shall compose-a single State or be laid out 


prescribed, requiring the said in- | 


have they decided whether the territory south of the Ohio | 


; York. 


into two or more States. The numberof inhabitants which 
establishes a claim of admission must be the number of the 
inhabitants of a State previously laid out and defined in its 
boundaries by Congress, and not the number of inhabitants 
ofa Territory which, for the purpose of temporary govern- 
ment, composes a district which may be divided by Congress 
into several States. ý 

« Hence results this conclusion; That Congress musthave 
previously enacted that the whole of the territory ceded by. 
North Carolina, and which is only a part of the territory of 
the Tinited States south of the Ohio, should be taid out by 
Congress for one State before the inhabitants thereof (ad- 
mitting them to amount to sixty thousand free persons) 
could claim to be admitted as a new State into the Union. 

¢ Had the territory south of the Ohio, which for the pur- 
pose of temporary government, composes one district, been 
laid out by Congress into one State, the enumeration of the 
inbabitants, in order to ascertain whether such State was 
entitled to be received into the Union, ought to bave been 
made under the authority of Congiess : fur the enumeration 
of the inhabitants of the original States, for the purpose of 
apportioning the representatives, aud ascertaining a rule for 
the apportionment of direct taxes, must, by the Constitution, 
be made by.Congress, and cannot be made by the individual 
States. And as the rights of the original States, as members 
of the Union, are affected by the admission of new States, 
the same principle which enjoins the census of their inbabit- 
ants to be taken under the authority of Congress requires 
the enumeration of the inhabitants of any new State laid out 
by Congress, in like manner, to he made under their au- 
thonty. Did not the principles of the Constitution seem io 
leave Congress without discretion on this point, yet the pro- 
priety of the enumeration being made under their authority 
will be manifest, on comparing the fifth section of the law 
for the enumeration of the inhabitants of the United States 
with fhe jaw uuder which the census has lately been taken 
in the territory south of the Ohio. By this comparison it 
will be perceived that the guards against error, provided in 
the former law, are omitted in the latter, aud that, instead 
of confining the enumeration to the free inhabitants of the 
territory south of the Ohio, the law authorizes and requires 
the enumeration of all the people within the said territory, 
at any time within the term allowed to complete the same, 
including as well the persons easually within or passing 
through the said territory as the inhabitants thereof. 

« Brom the preceding view of the subject, the committee 
are of opinion that the inhabitants of that part of the terri- 
tory south of the Ohio ceded by North Carolina are not, at ~ 
a time, entitled to be received as a new State into the' 

nion. 


The letter of the Constitution is, that “new 
States may be admitted by the Congress into this 
Union;” and its spirit demands that such admis- 
sion shall be upon terms of equality. We have 
no right to prescribe conditions which would lessen 
the weight and influence of a new State secking 
admission; which would curtail its representation 
in either branch of Congress, or take away any of 
the essential rights of self-government. For in- 
stance, while the ratio of representation for the old 
States is fixed at 75,000 free inhabitants, we have no 
right to prescribe a larger ratio (say 100,000) fora 
new State before she is allowed to enter the Con- 
federacy. The converse of the proposition is like- 
wise true. We can neither curtail her rights, nor 
grant to her exclusive privileges. We cannotsay 
that 50,000 free inhabitants shall constitute the 
ratio for a new State, while 75,000 is fixed for the 
old. She must come in, if she comes at all, as an 
equal, subject to all the restrictions, and entitled to 
all the privileges of her elder sisters. These are 
propositions which admit of no denial, and the de- 
ductions from them are as plain and simple as that 
two and two make four, and two make six. 
Equality is the point to be attained. Equality is 
what the Constitution demands. If there be any 
rule by which that equality can be most effectually 
secured, reason and justice aike indicate it as the 


| proper guide for our action. l do not contend that 


itis necessary for a people making the application 
to have passed through years of territorial papil- 
age. I will not weaken a strong case by urging a 
doubtful point. But I do contend that, before 
California can claim a place in this Union, she 
must show that certain boundaries have becn as- 
certained and fixed by law, and that within those 
boundaries reside a number of free inhabitants 
equal to the present ratio of representation; be- 
cause these are conditions which have been im- 
posed upon all other States, and without which no 
guards against inequality can be effectual. Under 
any other rule it might well happen that twenty 
thousand or ten thousand inhabitants of a given 
district would exercise a power in the other end 
of the Capitol equal to 75,000 elsewhere, and in 
this body equal to the 3,000,000 residing in New 
If we permit them to fix their own bound- 
aries, to assemble and adopt a constitution without 
any enumeration of inhabitants, either by Federal 
or Territorial Jaw, ali that will hereafter be neces- 
sary to constitute a State will be for a band of 
adventurers sufficiently numerous to compose a 
convention, to get together in any of the territories 
of the Republic, gravely erect themselves into a 
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sovereignty, and prescribe such limits as cupidity 
or taste may dictate. Be 2 USES = 

The Senator from Kentucky has-alluded to the 
State of Michigan as an exception. to the general 
practice which, he admits, has heretofore pre- 
vailed. He assumes that California has -stronger 
claims than Michigan had; and ‘seeks to justify 
his own change of position partly on that ground: 
Even if there were just grounds for the application 
of the precedent, it would only prove a former 
error, not a present right. -If there had been, in 
the case of Michigan, a departure from the great 
rule of equality; if there had been a violation of 
the spirit of the Constitution in assigning her a 
place to which she was not entitled by established’ 
usage, it would still be our duty to limit the | 
wrong to the single case, which is now,beyond 
our control, rather than extend it to all the Terri- 
tories of the Republic, and bestow upon it, by 
solemn legislative sanction, a perpetual existence. 
But what are the facts? Michigan underwent a 
longer territorial pupilage than any other State in 
this Union. . One of her present Senators was for 
eighteen years her ‘Territorial Governor. She 
was rejected year after year, notwithstanding a | 
section of the celebrated ordinance of 1787 which 
clearly entitled her to a place in our sisterhood of 
States. 1 will read it: 


« Provided, however, and it is farther understood and de- | 
elared, That the boundaries of these three States shall be 
subject so far to be altered, that, if Congress shall hereafter 
find it expedient, they shall have authority 10 form one or 
two States in that part of the said Territory which lies north 
of an east and west line drawn through the southerly bend | 
or extreme of Lake Michigan. And whenever any of the ji 
said States shall have sixty thousand free inbabitants there- | 
in, such State shall be admitted, by its delegates, into the 
Congress of the United States, on an equat footing with the 
original States, in alt respects whatever, and shall be at lib- 
erty to form a permanent constitution and State Govern- 
ment; provided the constitution aud Government, so to be 
formed, shall be republican, and in conformity to the prin- 
ciples contained in these articles : and so far as can be con- 
sistent with the general interest of the Confederacy, such 
admission shail be allowed at an earlier period, and when 
there may be a less number of free inhabitants in the State | 
than sixty thousand.” 
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from slaveholding States say the North gets all thatit desires; 
but by: whom does it get it? Does it gct it by any action of 
Congress? If slavery be interdicted within the limits of 
California, has itbeen dene by Congress—by this Govern- 
ment? No, sir. Thatinterdiction is imposed by California 
herself.” 2 

I answer that everything is conceded by the ad- 
mission of California. The whole matter in con- 
troversy terminates at once. The North gets all she 
has-ever asked—gets it by the action of Congress, 
and in direct violation of the great legal principle 
that the wrongdoer shall not profit by his own 
wrong. 

Who among us does not know that agitation in 
the State Legislatures and in the National Con- 
gress has prevented southern emigration to Cali- 
fornia, and placed the country in the power of 
those who have imposed this restriction? Who 
is there so blind as not to see that this has been the 
result of aggressions commenced here? - And who 
does not feel that Congress is responsible for the 
fact that slavery has been excluded? Property is 
proverbially timid. The slaveholder would not 
carry his property there with a threat hanging 
over him that it was to be taken away by opera- 
tion of law the moment he landed. Agitation then 
in Congress—repeated declarations made every- 
where—in State Legislatures—in Conventions—in 
the public press—from the pulpit even—that slave- 
ry should be excluded by law, has deprived us of 
our constitutional rights as certainly and effectu- 
ally as any positive enactment could have done, 
and we are not only asked to submit to it, but to 
accept it as a boon, and be very thankful for an 
outrage. Sir, I prefer the Wilmot proviso direct. 
I preter it, because it is bolder, plainer, and more 
manly. The robber who meets me on the high- 
i way and demands the surrender of my property, 


|! leaves me at least the option of a contest; and is 


entitled to far more respect than the assassin who 
lurks behind a corner, and stabs in thedark. So, 
sir, he who undertakes to deprive me of my legal 
rights by open means, is always entitled to higher 
respect than he who seeks to acecomplish the 
same end by deception and trickery. | hold that 


By virtue of this ordinance Michigan claimed | 


admittance when she had a population of 60,000 
free inhabitants. She was rejected in consequence 
of a dispute about her southern boundary, and did 
not obtain admittance until she had doubled the 
required population. It is difficult to conceive 
how any ingenuity can torture the case of Michi- 
gan into a precedent to justify the strange and 
unheard-of enormities which have recently begn 
enacted in California, The cases are as widely 
dissimilar as sunlight and darkness. In California 
no census has been taken; there-is no law fixing 
her boundaries; no law regulating the time, places, | 
and manner of holding elections; no law to deter- 

mine the qualifications of voters, no evidence, and 

no reason to believe, that she contains a free popu- 

lation equa! to the present ratio of representation. į 
A military governor, acting under the orders of 

the President, usurped the power of Congress, di- 

rected the mede or manner of proceeding, substi- 

tuted his will for aw, and conducted to its final | 
consummation a drama of fraud and trickery un- 
paralleled in the annals ofany land. In other times 
the actors in these lawless scenes would have been 
held toa fearful reckoning, but the strength of 
party ties and the usual shrinking of ordinary | 
minds from the face of great dangers has not only | 
dissipated the sense of accountability, but left iva 
matter of doubt whether the Congress of the 
United States will not assume the act, and throw 
around its own shoulders a mantle more deadly | 
than the poisoned shirt of Nessus. Instead of | 
vindicating the majesty of the law, and trampling 

down a dangerous usurpation, we are gravely de- 
liberating whether temporary quiet may not be 
purchased by unmanly acquiescence. Tsay tem- 
porary quiet, because all experience has demon- 
strated that no weak expedient ever sufficed to 
cure a serious evil. In political as in physical 
illness the cause must be removed before the dis- 
ease can be eradicated. The admission of Cali- 
fornia will do nothing towards arresting the current | 
ofabolition aggressions. It will be regarded every | 
where as an anti-slavery triumph; as one more | 
„outwork carried, from the shelter of which the 

assailing party may the more effectually annoy | 
and harass the assailed. Yet the Senator from 

Kentucky says that we yield nothing by assent- 

ing to it. 1 quote the Senator’s own language : 


« Well, now, is there any concession in this resolution by 
either party to ihe other? IKnowthatgentlemen who come 


whatever opposition is due to the Wilmot proviso 
—whatever resistance it demands, is doubly due 
to this scheme of smuggling a sovereign State 
into the Union, Very probably this will be set 
down to the account of faction. ltis the fashion 
so to denounce 


| 
| 
| 
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tempt for everything of northern origin. All this 
is utterly unfounded. The people of New Eng- 
land have many virtues, andemany good qualities, 
which every man of ordinary intelligence must 
| appreciate and respect. If itis worth anything, l 
accord to them freely my. highest admiration tor the 
energy, the industry, and the sagacity by which 
they are so eminently distinguished. In all that 
constitutes the wealth of a State, “art and science, 
the picture, the song, and the landscape,” they 
have contributed abundantly to the common treas- 
ure-house of the nation; and he knows but little 
of my character who supposes that I take less 
pride than one of her own sons in whatever is 
bright or glorious in her history. But she has 
many faults also, which, if her children will not 
see, they ought not to condemn others for noting. 
Of some of these, it has been my duty to speak 
heretofore. There is another which it would be 
well for them to correct. 
proneness to bestow their sympathies upon the 
public enemy in time of war, and withhold their 
plaudits from the country’s defenders. Í remem- 
Í her that when the remains of the lamented Lin- 
coin were borne from the field of Buena Vista to 
his father’s home for interment, a Major General 
of Massachusetts militia refused to turn out his 


had fallen in an unjust war, prosecuted for unholy 
purposes, and that it would be an act of wicked- 
ness and shame to honor his memory or mourn 
over his tomb. I remember also an incident in 
| the history of my own regiment. A paper was 
received which contained the first announcement 
in New Fngland of the death of Colonel Tru- 
man B. Ransom, and the friends and com- 
rades of the dead soldier had gathered around, 
| prepared to listen with proud mournfulness to the 
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ee is said by any southern || 
man which argités truth to his section of the j 
ii Union. Lin particular have been made the espe- 
cial mark for the arrows of all those who are en- 

gaged in this work of detraction. In New Eng- 
land I am represented not only as a disunionist, | 
but as entertaining and expressing habitual con- 


| 
| : 


A sort of constitutional || 


command to do honor to the dead, alleging that he | 


praises of their late commander... But-the ‘cold= 
blooded. devil who: presided: ovér the columns ‘of 
that paper, had prepared for them: quite -avother 
i| entertainment. -He stated very briefly that Colonel 
Ransom had been killed in’storming the castle of 
Chapultepec; that he was a soldier by profession, 
had lived by the sword; and’a bloody grave wasa 
fitting end to a career of violence.’ ` i shall notat- 
tempt to describe the effect of this announcement. 
To them he had been asa friend and father.: They 
(| had followed „him through hunger and thirst 
through pestilence and death. He ‘had led them 
on wherever duty pointed. the way—wherever 
honor and renown were to be won. Finally, he 
|| had fallen asa soldier should fail; fallen gloriously 
lt at the head of his regiment—fallen with the words 
“forward the ninth? sill lingering on his lips. 
When his * Jast battle had been fought,” and “no 
| sound awoke him to glory again,” they had lifted 
him. from the fie!d of his fame and consigned him, 
with all a soldier’s honors, to a soldier’s grave, 
Now, trom his own land, from his own honie, 
| they read the appalling announcement that no tear 
had fallen to his memory—no tongue proclaimed 
bis praise. Who could blame them if in that 
hour they had faltered in their duty? Who could 
| blame them if they had thrown away the banner 
beneath whose folds a triumph’ brought: only re- 
l| proach, and honor lost its dearest eulogy ? But, 
thank God, they did not. Firm as their own 
granite hills, they breasted danger without shrink- 
ing, and answered detraction with contempt. 
They were a glorious band, that New. England 
soldiery, and well and nobly did they maimuain, 
the honor of the republic in many a trying hours 
! and many a bloody fray, despite of outrage, cèl- 
| umny and wrong at home. 

l hope I shall be pardoned for this digression. I 
‘| owe It as an act of justice to those gallant men. 
i I do not mean on any occasion to confound them 
with that other class whose reckless madness has 
i| brought the country to the verge of a precipice 
i| where the boldest may shudder. : 
i| The great error, Mr. President, into which the 
‘| Senatur from Kentucky bas fullen, and the one'to 
| which may be traced much that is wrong in his 
| judgment, and all that is weak in his argument, is 
i'n supposing that there must of necessity be a 
|! compromise. The Constitution itself is a compro- 
mise, and a compromise within a compromise is 
something unheard of in law, and unknown ‘fo 
equity. if the people of the North will not abide ` 
by a compromise deliberately made, and erected 
by common consent into the paramount law of 
the land, what hope can we have that any less 
solemn covenant will restrain -them -in future? 
We want no ampromise. A bond: has’. been ex» 
ecuted, and we aie willing to-abide by its terms. 
If we are to go on compromising away provision 
after provision of the Constitution, it is:better that 
i itshould be abrogated at once. In point of fact 
itis a nullity; or rather, to speak more correctly, 
i| it is powerless for protection, and potent only 
when it comes toaid northern aggressions, ‘Let me 
illustrate what | mean. 

The majority claim a7given power, (no matter 
how extravagant, and no matier whether it relates 
to slavery or not;) the minority deny the exist- 
ence of any such power, After months, or it 
i may be years, of fierce struggles and conientions, 
ia compromise is proposed; It is acceded to, and 
one half is given up. Ina litle while another 

contest is began for the remainder. Another 
| compromise follows, and another half is yielded, 


i| And so on, until the stronger party gets all node- 


mands. Sir, | want no compromise of this sorts 
1 stand upon the Constitution. If a reckless and 
|| unprincipled majority choose to violate that instru» 
I| ment, there is a remedy, sharp ‘and severe, it Is 
i true, but just and inevitable in its application. 

HO What, Mr. President, have we to compromise? 
‘| What demand have we made? ` What favor even 
‘have we asked? I want an answer. ‘Tell me, 
; you who talk of compromises, what itis that any 
li southern man has asked at your hands? Noth- 
i ing, sir, nothings Humbler even than Lazarus at 
| the rich man’s ga 


te, we have appealed to you 
neither for charity nor sympathy. 


ul 


uf 
ji 


What we 
nave once given up. we have never sought to res 
claim. Whatever burdens the Constitution im- 
i poses we are willing to bear. Beyond this no 
i| man ought to go, and no freeman will go. 

Í haveshad occasion to say so much in my short 
service here of the Union and its value, of the 
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avrongs to which we are subjected, and the appro- 
priate remedy: for them, that it is with the ntmost 
reluciance [-again. approach the subject. The 

Senator from. Kéntucky has. favored us. with a 
bloody and disastrous. picture of disunion, and the 
Senator from Michigan, a short time afterwards, 
ina carefully prepared . speech, followed. in -the 
‘game lugubrious.strain. 

Mr. CASS. -There was no preparation on the 
subject. The remarks never occurred to me until 
the moment they: were delivered. : . 

Mr. CLEMENS. Weli, that-is:a, small: matter. 
“What 1-mean to assert is, that both of those Sena- 
tors endeavored.to impress upon the country the 
belief that war must.follow on the heels of dis- 
union. Both of them-no doubt believe that such 
is the case, but in my deliberate judgment all that 
is fancy:merely.. I cannot see why war should 
follow. a separation. .On the contrary, I think the 
good sense of both sections would teach them that, 
if they must part, it had better be after the manner 
of the Patriarch of old, and that each would say to 


the other, “Let there be no strife, I pray thee, | 


between, thee and me, nor between thy herdmen 
and my herdmien, for we be brethren.” Bat if it 
should. be otherwise, if war should come, if civil 
digcord gnd fraternal strife should. mar the beauty 
of the land, the responsibility must attach not to 
those who maintain the right, but to those in whom 
the dictates of justice have been silenced by the 
robber’s instinct. . 

The Senator is mistaken if he supposes he can 
say anything of the possible consequences of dis- 
‘union which has not occurred to us. We have 
often manifested our sense of the evils it would 
bring, and never more.so than at the present time. 
‘We do not mean to dissolve; we leave that for the 
North. Day after day, and year after year, we 
have labored most earnestly to prevent them from 
consummating a:dissolution by destroying the only 
bond: that holds us together. The power of pre- 
vention. has. now passed from our hands. ‘The 
North has obtained a majority so large that we 
can neither control nor regulate it. The fate of the 
country is in their hands, and to them belongs the 
responsibility for whatever follows. 1 warn them 
that bloody pictures will scarcely frighten us from 
our propriety. We mean to defend our rights in 
all contingencies, and consequences must take care 
of themselves. 

Itis the constant practice of those who are seek- 
ing to oppress us, both in Congress and elsewhere, 
to descant, with much pathos, upon the Farewell 
Address of Washington, and to commend to our 
consideration his Jast advice to his countrymen. 
Sir, the memory of that great man should be like 
the fabled tree in the Islands of the East, within 
whose shadow no unclean thing will harbor. His 
name should be a forbidden word when anything 
mean, or base, or selfish is to “be accomplished. 
Least.of all should it ever be quoted to sanction a 
meditated tyranny. He won an immortality of 
renown by resistance to oppression. His glory 
had its birth in sympathy for the wronged, and 
owed all its brightness to rebellion. If he were 
living now, his whole history leaves no room to 
doubt on which side of this great controversy he 
would be found. 

T shall take another oceasion to discuss the other 
proposition submitted by the Senator from Ken- 
tucky. 

«Mr, CASS. Mr. President, I desire to say a 
few words in consequence of some remarks which 
have fallen from the honorable Senator from Ala- 
bama, [Mr. Cremens;] I want to speak of my- 
self. [t is rather a disagreeable topic for any man, 
but it is one which is forced upon me by what has 
been said here and elsewhere. Iam not going to 
vindicate the correctness of my opinions at all; I 
leave that to time and truth. I only intend to vin- 


dicate my consistency. That I undertake to do— | 


that I will do to the satisfaction of every candid 
man. Ido not understand exactly the allusion of 
the honorable Senator from Alabama. 


Mr. CLEMENS, (interposing.) [have not said į 


anything about the Senator’s consistency. 

Mr. CASS. I have not intended to intimate that 
the honorable Senator did so. In these remarks I 
did not refer to him. I was upon the point, how- 
ever, of doing so in relation to anothér topic. I 
alluded not to what has just been said here, but to 
what had been said elsewhere. l was about to 
Say, however, when this interposition took place, 
that I did not clearly understand what the Senator 


| meant, when he said that in. my-speech to which | 


he referred I dealt only in- general principles, cer- 
tainly intimating, if not saying, that I avoided a 
close connection with the subject and with its con- 
sequences. ; 

The honorable Senator is in an error, a total er- 
ror, as to my course.. I had two objects in view 
in that speech, distinctly announced at the com- 
mencement, and distinctly carried out through the 
whole of it. One was to show that the. Wilmot 
proviso was unconstitutional; and the other, that, 
if constitutional, it was inexpedient. All the prin- 
ciples, genegal or particular, that I dealt in, had 
reference to. these two conclusions, as logically and 
as legitimately as I could apply them; whether 
successfully or not it does not become me to de- 
termine. I dealt in general, principles, indeed— 
and who does not, in the discussion of such a great 
and vital question ?—but I brought to my aid such 
other considerations and illustrations as I thought 
would fortify the position I had taken; certainly 
not deterred from avowing my conclusions or the 
process by which they were reached. 

It was intimated by the Senator from Missis- 
sippi, [Mr. Davis,] and by more than one gentle- 
man, | believe, in the other wing of the capitol, 
that I had not been consistent in my course. The 
feelings of respect and kindness which I entertain 


| for that Senator are, I am sure, a guarantee to him 


that I do not allude to this subject in any spirit of 
complaint. My course, if worthy of notice, is 


| open to public examination, and I trust will bear 


it. The charge is, sir, that in my Nicholson letter 
i laid down principles from which I departed in 
my. late speech upon the Wilmot proviso. The 
allusion, as I understand it, is more particularly to 
the proposition that the people of the Territories, 
as well as of the States, have a right to manage 
their own internal concerns in their own way, and 
that the condition of slavery may be regulated by 
them as well as any other relation of life. In that 
letter, sir, which seems to have become historical, 
far beyond its importance, } laid down four prin- 
ciples, which I then deemed to be correct, and 
whose truth. time and experience have but the 
more strongly confirmed. Till I change my con- 
victions Í shall neither seek to conceal nor disavow 
them. If any one has misunderstood me before, 
I conceive the fauit was his own. If any one mis- 
understand me hereafter, the fault shall be mine. 
I believe the Wilmot proviso to @ unconstitutional. 
But before I proceed to a full consideration of this 
branch of the subject, I beg leave to trouble the 
Senate with a brief review of my position, and of 
the circumstances connected with it. I have de- 
sired an opportunity of doing so for some time, as 
this has been made a matter of reproach—as in- 
deed, what is not, in times like these? 


I have never concealed or denied that, had it 
been pushed to a vote, I should have voted for 
it. There is no need for any Senator to resort to 
and retail conversations in railroad cars to prove 


of Congress, and when the subject was proposed 
it did not excite that opposition from the South 
which we have since witnessed, nor lead reflecting 
men to doubt whether such a provision could, be 
enforced without danger to the Union. 1 
men, Í believe, had previously voted for a similar 


At a subsequent session, copvinced of its bearing, 
I spoke and voted against it; still, however, with- į 
out. touching the constitutional point. Afterwards, 
circumstances required me to examine the subject 
more narrowly. The public mind in the South 
became highly excited, and the indications were 
full of danger and difficulty. I felt then, as I do 


American, and that there are few sacrifices which 
ought not to be made to preserve it. I was pre- | 


In examining the Constitution with 
reference to the whole matter more narrowly than 
I had ever done before, 1 was startled by the con- 
viction that no authority was granted in, that in- 
strument to Congress to legislate over the Territo- | 
ries; and that, consequently, there was no power | 
to pass the Wilmot proviso. Not satisfied with | 
my own impressions, and being unwilling to take | 
such a ground without proper consideration, I de- 

termined immediately to converse with some per- 

son fully conversant with the history of the legis- 


i 
i 
i 
f 


When the Wilmog proviso was first proposed, | 


this. I had never examined the constitutional power | 


Southern | 


measure, and it had not become a grave sectional || 
question, involving the most fearful consequences. |. 


now, that the Union was the great object of every || 


pared to go as faras any man ought to go to attain | 
| that object. 


tion and the judicial decisions on the subject. In 
looking about for that purpose, it immediately 
occurred to me that an eminent judge of the Su- 
preme Court, (Judge McLean of Ohio,) from his 
position and associations, as well as from his resi- 
dence in.the West, could give me better informa- 
tion upon this subject than any other person. Av- 
ticipating that some discussion might soon arise 
that would render this explanation proper, I ap- 
plied to that gentleman some days since, and re- 
quested his permission thus publicly to refer to 
him, should I deem it necessary. This he cheer- 
fully granted, and I now make use of his name 
‘with his own consent. I immediately repaired to 
him and stated my doubts, as well as the circum- 
stances which gave rise to them. I need not re- 
peat the conversation here. It is enough to say 
that hé confirmed my impressions, and informed 
me that, in an article published in the National In- 
telligencer a day or two previously, and which I 
had not seen, I should find his views fully set forth. 
That article has since been republished in other 
papers, and has attracted a good deal of attention, 
as it deserved; for it is powerfully written. I 
speak, sir, solely of the views which it presents 
of the power of Congress to legislate for the Ter- 
ritories. The question of slavery which it dis- 
cusses I do not refer to. After reading this arti- 
| cle, my doubts ripened into convictions, and I 
took the ground to which I shall always adhere, 
that the Wilmot proviso is unconstitutional. And 
you have now, sir, the history of my course upon 
this subject. 

As Ihave said, I laid down four principles, or 
opinions, if you please, in my Nicholson letter. 
The first, that the Wilmot proviso was unconsti- 
tutional; second, that slavery, having been abol- 
ished by the Mexican Government, did not exist 
| in the territory then held by our arms; third, that 
; slavery would not go there, as well on account of 
|| natural and geographical obstacles as on account 
|i of the. feelings of the people who were and might 
| be there; and, fourth, that organized communities 
jį exercising the powers of Government, whether 
State or Territorial, had alone the right of deter- 
mining this question for themselves. I am a great 
believer, Mr. President, in the rights of man, 
whatever may be the nature of the society where 
| he lives, and I am not going te sacrifice this long- 
| cherished opinion to any abstraction, metaphysi- 
| cal or political. I believe the people of the Terri- 
tories have just the same right to govern them- 
i selves as the people of the States have. Nor do 
| I believe that a man’s knowledge decreases a8 he 
ji recedes from the shores of the Atlantic, or that a 
wise man at the East becomes a fool by going to 
the West. Iam speaking here, sir, as I spoke in 
my Nicholson letter, of organized communities, 
existing governments. But J maintain, as I did 
| in my speech a few days ago, that all communi- 
ties have a right to organize themselves and pro- 
| vide for social order, when such order cannot oth- 
| erwise be obtained. I do not undertake to say 
how many there must be to do this. I leave that 
j to be determined when the cases arise. Like many 
į other questions, indeed like most other questions 
| not purely mathematical, the principle is correct 
i, and safe, though its application may sometimes be 
| difficult, 

! This Wilmot proviso is new in its name but 
old in its pretension—as old as the institution of 
Governments; and it will probably last as long as 
governmentexists. Itis founded deeply in human 
nature, which is prone to feel power and forget 
right. Every age of the world has had its Wil- 
mot proviso, Sometimes it isa stamp tax; some- 
times it is a constitution like that which the Em- 
peror of Austria, in his wisdom and mercy, grant- 
ed to the Hungarians; sometimes it is the division 
of Poland; but at all times it is the result of a 
conviction that the governors know much better 
what is good for the governed than the latter know 
for themselves. Sultans, Emperors, Kings, Par- 


J 


ji liaments, and Congresses, all equally entertain this 


Opinion of their own paternal authority, and are 


j| Satisfied that they ought to possess and exercise 
jit. Now, sir, I do not believe in this doctrine at 


‘all. It does not belong to my age of progress. 
: ae 

, State or Territory, it is the people who ought to’ 
i govern, so far as is consistent with their mutual 
; relations to the United States. 

{ tis that part of my Nicholson letter relating to 
| the Territories which I understand is the object of 
i animadversion—I may say, indeed, of censure. 


1850. 


How different opinions could exist respecting the 
meaning of that part of miy letter, l-cannot con- 
jecture. [These are the words:.:L.quote-themhere, 
though not in my speech: : : 

c“ §t (the interference of Coñgresė)- should- beJimited to 
the creation of proper government- fòr néw countries ac- 
quized or settled, and to .the necessary provision for their 
eventual admission into the Union, ledvingin the mean time 
to the people inhabiting thêm to regulate their own-concéras 
in their own way.?] >- $ . : 

But, sir, independent óf ‘this obvious: view, I 
may safely appeal ‘to many Southern gentlemen 
whotiwere ‘here ‘when that letter’ was written, and 
who are ‘here now, to say whether they do not 
know that this was my meaning at the time? 
There are’ some of them within my eye at this 
moment. - 

[Here Mr. Burser, of South Carolina, and Mr. 
‘Davis, of Mississippi, ànd others, signified their 
‘assent. ] 

[I might have added in my speech, what I will 
take the liberty of adding here, that the proudest 
and most grateful testimonial I have ever received 
has recently reached me from the Democratic 
members of the Legislature of Tennessee. I shall 
treasure the recollection of itthrough life. In that 
letter I am told as follows: 

* Your late speech in the Senate of thé United States on 
the Wilmot proviso is a most triumphant vindication of the 
position heretofore assumed by you, that Congress has no 
power under the Constitution to legislate upon or to meddle 
with the subject of slavery, either in the States or Terri- 
tories, and is a complete defence of thé rights of the stave- 
holding States, and of the people of all States and Terri- 
tories, to form and regulate their own social and municipal 
institutions.’ s 

I want no better endorsement. than this of the 
correctness of my views and of the consistency 
with which Ihave maintained them. Itisa fall 
compensation fot all the attacks I-have experienced 
here or elsewhere. ] 

The Senator from Alabama [Mr. CLEMENS] 
will allow me tø say that both he and the south- 
ern representation, here and upon the other floor, 
have an easy task before them. They all live in 
an excited community. They naturally partake 
of its feelings. And {do not say that it is an ex- 
citement without cause. There is too much cause 
for it, though none that would justify disunion, 
and none that disunion would make better. The 
provision in the Constitution respecting the recap- 
ture of slaves has been too often and grossly vio- 
lated and neglected. Every dictate of justice 
requires a law more efficient on that subject, and 
more efficiently executed. Such a law, with 
proper provisions, shall not want my vote. And 
this Wilmot proviso, unnecessary and unconsti- 
tutional as it is, has justly given great offence: to 
the South. I trust and believe its days are num- 
bered. But allow me to say, sit, that when 
southern gentlemen. attribute the interference of 
the North with the subject of slavery to any se- 
rious calculation about the balance of political 
power or of material interest, they are in a great 
error. It-originates in other feelings. The spirit 
of inquiry is one of the marked characteristics of 
the age in which we live. It penetrates every- 
where. There is nothing concealed from its 
research. Even the highest and holiest things 
are assailed. Why, sir, the rights of property 
jn the South are attacked. And so they are in 
the North. There are men who contend that 
slaves should not be held in bondage, and there | 
are men who contend with equal pertinacity 
that no one should hold land, but that all things 
should be in common. The marriage condition is 
assailed; the domestic relations are assailed; the | 
Being and attributes of God are assailed; and 
strenuous efforts are making to overturn the whole 
constitution of society. ‘ Error of opinion,” said 
Mr. Jefferson, ** may be tolerated where reason is | 
left free to combat it.” Memorable words, and 
as true as they are wise. `- If. the schoolmaster is 
abroad, he takes with him a great many unsound 
opipions, which, however, can only become dan- 
gerous by being met by resistance instead of ar- 
gument. I have said, sir, that the southern gen- 
tlemen have an easy task before them. They feel | 
their wrongs and express their feeling in no | 
measured terms, and they are supported and ap- | 
plauded by aconstituency which feels as they do. | 
But moderate men in the North and West are , 
placed in very different circumstances. | 
endeavoring to check the excitement. They are 
throwing themselves into the breach. And yet 


their condition isnot at all appreciated here, norare | 


& 


They are || 


s shear: this every day, sir;and wé are 
becoming very. Impilisnt Why, sir, the-honor- 
able Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Masen,] whom 
this whole Senate holds in the highest:respect, and 
deservedly so, upon the introduction of.a bill pro- 
viding a more efficient ‘mode of recapturing fugi- 
tive slaves, said,.and repeated, 1 believe, many 
timés, that it would do no good. That he knew 
it would do no-good. What-he said I thought 
might be ‘translated into this: You are all a 
set of knaves at the North and West,.and, legis- 
late as we ‘may, the law will -be disregarded, and 
the slaves retained. This was not his language, 
and 1 am sure it-was-not his idea, and itis per- 
haps an extreme conclusion from what he said; 
but there is still too much foundation for complaint 
at such intimations. They do no good. 

Mr. MASON, (interposing.) Iw the Senator’s 
remarks upon the language which fell from me, 
upon the presentation of this bill, I must say that 
he does me great injustice. My declaration was, 
that no law could be executed unless it-was ad- 
dressed to the loyalty of the people by whom it 
was to be executed; that they were disloyal 
through their State Legislatures to that provision 
of the Constitution. Certainly nothing was fur- 
ther from me than intimating the idea. that they 
were a parcel of -knaves in the North. But they 
were disloyal to that. provision in the Constitution. 
Their legislation. shows it; and because of that 
disloyalty, I was afraid that no such law could be 
executed there. 
|| Mr. CASS resumed. I said that my. words 
were too strong. Still, sir, L will add that these 
continued reproaches, denunciations | may say, 
will necessarily provoke recrimination, and may 
go far towards converting a just cause into an un- 
just one. ‘Why, sir, itis only.a day or two since 
one of the most accomplished members of this 
body told-us in substance that if a dissolution of 
the Union should take place, the northern portion, 
containing twelve millions of people of the Anglo- 
Saxon race, and embracing regions among the 
most fertile on the face of the globe, would’be ut- 
|| terly destroyed. That their cities would become 
like Tadmor, their hills like Gilboa; their fields 

like the Campagna, and themselves without pros- 
perity, without hope. The grass would grow in | 
their high places, and that they would become 
like modern Tyre, while the southern cities would 
become like ancient Tyre, the entrepôts of the 
commerce of the world. All this grates harshly 
upon my ear. I do not want any man to tell me 
-what ‘this Union would lose, north or south, by 
a dissolution.. It is enough. for me-to know that, 
if not fatal to both, it-would check the. prosperity 
of both, and lead to: consequences. which no.wise 
man cat contemplate withoyt dismay. Iam an j 
American, with the most kindly feelings to every 
portion of our beloved country. Its strength is in 
its union; its prosperity in its union; its hopes in 
the Union. 1 do not want any one to come here 
to tell me the evils the North would suffer from a 
dissolution, or the South would suffer from a dis» 
solution. {í need no lesson upon that subject. If 
any one can explain to me what advantage either 
section would gain by a separation, Í might sur: 
vey such a prospect with less apprehension than 
I now do. 

Southern gentlemen will allow me to say, and I 
know they will appreciate the feelings with which 
I say it, for I have given proof of my desire to do 
them justice by the sacrifice of my political posi- 
tion, that they place the defence of slavery upon 
considerations which do not suit the spirit of the | 
age. There is no use in going back to the age of 
the Patriarchs, and tracing the history and condi- 
tion of slavery from that time to our own days, | 
and proving its compatibility with the word of | 
God and the wants of man. They have a much 
better foundation for their rights to rest upon than 
any such process. Slavery is an existing institu- 
tion in-the South, for which no living man is re- 
sponsible. Itis interwoven into the very texture | 
of society. Between three and. four millions of | 
people, differing in race and color from the pre- 
dominent caste, are held in bondage. I have seen 
a good deal of slavery, and I believe its evils are 
much magnified, and that the slaves generally in 
our southern States are treated with as much kind- | 
ness and consideration as are compatible with their 
relative condition of bond and free, and certainly 


in: the. general denunciations.that are || x 


moral, social, political, or religious. 


t donot: see: myself -how 
such a- mass of chuman: -beings -can “be .set-free, 
Emancipation, unless the. work, T- may sayy; 9f 
ages, would equally. destroy- the whites and the 
blacks. -God in his providence. may bring it about. 
I-do-not:see.that-man-can... It isi question whieh 
concerns the southern States alone. -They have 
every motive:to deal with it justly.and.wisely and 
every interferencefrom abroad but adds to: the-dif- 
ficulty of the. position and creates. a.natural-reac- 
tion -in-every southern mind. - Unfortunately, sir, 
every man-who does not believe that slavery. is 
the best condition of human -society,.and that a 
community never prospered-as. it might do without 
it, is-too apt:to be considered-in the South as.a 
northern fanatic, regardless alike of their rights 
and of the compromises of the Constitution. 
Now, sir, I do not believe this, and no. consid- 
eration on earth can induce me to say.so. 1 be- 
lieve that slavery is a misfortune for any country. 
But the existing institution I have neither the 
power nor the will to touch. .On the other hand, 
every man in the North who’ does not believe it to 
be his duty to enter into a crusade against the 
South, and to cover the country with blood and 
conflagration to abolish slavery, is considered by 
a large portion of his: fellow-citizens. as. a, dough- 
face—that isthe cant term—sold by his;hopes or bis 
fears to the South. And this.isthe.condition:. of 
every man -who“avoids extremes in periods. of 
great excitement, whether that. excitement js 
History.is 
full of the most. impreasive lessons on this subject. 
While the excitement continues, you may. as;well 
say to the whirlwind stop, and expect ‘to .be 
obeyed, as.to.endeavor to check its progress till 
time and reason come to. your aid. $ 
Where all this is to end, Lam not presumptuous 
enough to try to foretell. Hard thoughts are fol- 
lowed by hard words, and if these are not fol- 
lowed by hard blows, it will be owing more to the 
mercy of God than to the wisdom or moderation 
of man. l will-merely remark, in conclusion, that 
the Senator foom Alabama [Mr. Crzmens] has 
alluded toa peaceable dissolution of the Union, 
He will pardon me for saying that I hope; no one 
will delude himself with any such expectation. If 
it does not bring disappointment, the history of the 
world has been written to no purpose. In politi- 
cal convulsions, like that which would attend the 
breaking up of this Confederacy, the appeal from 
reason to force is as sure to follow as the night 
succeeds the day. May:He who guided. our 
fathers in times of peril direct us in the paths of 
peace and safety ! tite woe kde 
Mr. CLAY. I :thank:'the: honorable. Senator 
from: Michigan for the.few remarks which, hechas 
just addressed to the Senate; and 1: beg deaveto. © 
say, sir, that, L have not a partiele of. dowbt.that - 
the. speech, ‘the short,.and to. me. grateful :speech 
that he made the other day, was perfectly spon- 
taneous and. unpremeditated. I.do not know 
when I have heard from any Senator the utterance 
of sentiments with more pleasure than: I did those 
from the honorable Senator from Michigan. on: the 
oceasion to which J-allade. And; sir, allow. me 
to say that the language in which.the gentieman 
has just closed his short address to the Senate, 
that it is ‘‘ultraism’’ of which this country, at 
this moment, stands in so much danger, is founded, 
I lament to say, too much in truth, ` 
Sir, it is not my purpose to enter into an elabo- 
rate reply to the argument of the eloquent gentle- 
man from Alabama—a Senator who, I am in 
hopes, will add honor to this body by the talent 
and ability which he has brought into it. But, 
sir, it seemed to me that there were two or three 
observations made by that Senator which. de- 
mand from me some.short notice. And the first 
is an allusion to an intercourse. between.a Senator 
who is not now in his seat--the Senator from 
Missouri—and myself, in which the gentleman 
remarked that the lion and .the lamb had: got to- 
gether. I do not know to.which. of these quadru- 
peds he assigned me; L.should. make a very poor 
jamb I am afraid, and I am very far from being 
ambitious of claiming the prowess of the lion. 
Mr. CLEMENS. I meant, of course, that the 
Senator from Kentucky. was the lion. I meant 
simply to express, by this figure, that they who 


i| had always heretofore been the antipodes of each 


other, had now met together upon this question, 
and therefore that, the South was menaced with 


as well-as, they would be treated in the. North:if 


danger. 
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I beg leave to commend to the | 


‘Mr. CLAY. ilosophical mode which | 
tor the philosophical mode 
honorable apis it to mankind -by Lord Bacon; | 


n 
was Teco T certain facts before he proceeds to ar- ; 


hem. Now, upon what facts does he 
ssert that there has open any coöp- | 
: ‘ between the honorabie Senator : 
Cr eri and myself? Upon what facts does | 
from 5 ine? And if no facts exist, I will ask 
he noan hat right he fias to comment or animad vert. 
of hint a supposed intercoursé or coöperation 
upon eight take place between the- honorabie 
Aot from Missouri and myself? ad 
Sa sir, the truth is, that. there existed for | 
ralgenia no very friendly social intercourse be- | 


een the Senator from Missouri and myself—a | 
tw 
state of tota 


| non-intercourse, if you please—em- i 
yoo, and all other restrictions that belong to com- | 
baren between nations; but, sir, two or three years 
pons ame together again, and restored relations, | 
ago we ot civility and amity, which I was very | 
a ae a I always am to make peace with any : 
glad °? would do só with the whole world, if £ 
one. 


could. s 
Now, sit, 


with regard to the fact of coöperation, 
X one me tne onor to inquire, $ 
Me PvE oar with great frankness and i 
hae hat I never saw the proposition of the Sen- | 
pri: m Missouri—the proposition that is em- | 
a nin the bill that he has presented here re- | 
an the boundary of Texas—nor had any | 
spett B icanon; oral or written, with him on the : 
eom until his bill was presented. ‘And with | 
sutjec R to the resolutions which were offered by | 
reler eye of the Senator from Missouri never 
ma Tu a them, nor had he ever heard their 
a Phe had no more knowledge of them be- 
fore | presented them to the Senate. than had the 
Senator from Alabama himsel Sh ni 
Well, then, sir, what facts ha BS o $ : pi $ 
Does he mean to say that he feels himseif a i 
ap ty, when, as was the fact the other day, the | 
Lie Mole Senator from Missouri came round here | 
Bonar a little conversation with me, to speculate ' 
and he occurrence of such an incident, and de- | 
AR From it what he pleases? Why, itis true | 
ducs onorable Senator from Mississippi made an | 
H ion to the same fact the other day; and Í did | 
ar recur to it at the time, because it really passed ; 
outof my mind. 


« 
Mr. FOOTE. Will the honorable Senator al- 
low me to interrupt him for a moment? The 
why I alluded to it was, that the honorable 
reana from Kentucky had himself referred to it, | 
SF explained the matter very distinctly and clearly | 
and na eats The Senator from Missouri had || 
rn Ont nd ex pressed his surprise and disappoint- || 
eee that the Senator from Kentucky did not || 
Eales his rescue upon that occasion, as he had 
or ed from the intercourse that had taken place || 
DA them.. And when this was announced, | 
icici tor trom Kentucky made his explanation, ; 
the Sens lanation, as | remarked at the time, | 


at exp L i 
end ile volier that L had previously entertained. | 
v : 3 i 

Mr. CLAY. But the Senator went on to say || 


e Senator from Missouri come over || 

the other side of the chamber to this, and 
aly aw some whispering between us, and then 
ees ed to make his own deductions, for which | 


that he saw th 


eeded : 
iene he had no authority. Now, l repeat that, 
baseet the honorable Senator from Missouri and |j 


f there was no interchange of opinion, either || 


mysel he project which he had submitted to i| 


i ard tot : 4 
the Senate, or in regard to the resolutions which L 


from Mis- | 
resented, When the Senator | 
pata: the morning to which the Senator from | 


rj, on MoS : 
Misarssippi on a former occasion alluded, and to | 
which the Senator from Alabama, | suppose, has | 


came across the chamber, it was to speak 
of the disposition of the question before the Senate. 
d let me ask, has it come to this, that one Sen- ° 
annot commune with another about the dis- || 
aon of the publie business of the country |} 
P ahodt incurring suspicion, without subjecting | 
aE to animadversion, and in such language ` 
hims® iantamaunt to a formal accusation? d pro- ;; 
as or eainst the right of any Senator to subject | 
ible ne ack or intercourse with my fellow-Sena- i 
my o an such trial or test as-that. But, sir, so 
aes 1 on | impressed with the awful crisis that 
pees in the country, tbat if the Senator from 
Missouri had been the worst enemy, the bitterest 
enemy f had in the world,and I thought that by any | 
conference or intercourse with him we could mu- | 


alluded, 


i 
| 
i 
i 
f 
i 
i 


|; to come here and ask for admission ? 
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tually dispose each other,and the Senate and Con- 
gress, to settle this distracting question, burying 
ina moment all animosity that | entertained against 
him, E would have gone to him as to the best and 
most affectionate friend I had on-earth, in order to 
produce such a great and glorious result as that 
would-be of harmonizing the different portions of 
this at present unfortunate country. í 

Sir, it is possible, indeed I am inclined to. think 
that, on the occasion “of preparing these resolu- 
tions, I consulted with too few. Those with whom 
I did consult were generally my friends from the 
South; with one solitary exception, | consulted no 
northern gentlemen. In the years 1832-’3, when 
I had occasion to. present a scheme for compro- 
mising another great question that then existed in 
this country, I commi.ted the opposite error; 1 
consulted too many; the effect of which was to 
endanger the fate of the measure that I suggested. 
I determined, therefore, on this occasion to con- 
sult as few as possible, and to limit myself, with 
the one exception that I have referred to, to my 
southern friends. So much, sir, as to apy sup- 
posed connection or codperation between the Sen- 
ator from Missouri and myself. 

But, sir, there are one or two points upon which 
I beg the Senate to indulge me in an observation 
or two, which have been suggested by the re- 
marks of the honorable Senator from Alabama. 

1 said, Mr. President, that with regard to Cali- 
fornia there was no concession on either side; that 
it was offering to the North just what the North 
wanted, but that they got it, not by the action of 
Congress, but by the action of the people of Cali- 
fornia themselves, who had a right to decide 
whether they would admit or exclude slavery. 
Well, sir, let us see the argument by which, and 
the manner in which, the Senator from Alabama 
has answered this. He could not deny the fact 
that the exclusion of slavery was to be found in 
the constitution of California. That is incontes- 
table. Nay, but said the Senator, if Congress now 
admits California, Congress will be responsible 
for that clause in the constitution of California 
which interdicts slavery. Now, s.r, let us sup- 
pose the case which the honorable Senator from 
Alabama has himself put. Let us suppose that 
there had been a census taken, that an enumer- 
ation of the inhabitants had actually been made, 
and that they were found to be sufficient in num- 
ber to entitle California to admission into the 
Union; and let us suppose that an act of Congress 
had passed authorizing her, in the old mode of 
introducing States, to hold a convention and to 
decide for himself whether she would become a 
member of this Union or not. Suppose that she 
had formed a constitution and declared her desire 
to become a member of the Union, and had come 
here and solicited admission. Well, if Congress 
admitted her, would it not have been Congress, 
then, that did this? Would it not have been Con- 
gress that authorized the taking of the census? 
W ould it not have been Congress that passed the 
previous act authorizing them to meet in conven- 
tion, and to determine whether they would or 
would notbecome a member of the Union? Would 
it not have been Congress that gave her the power 
And would 
it not have been Congress that finally received 
her? And might not, apon such a supposition, 
the honorable Senator as readily charge Congress 
with indirectly excluding slavery from California 
as he can do it now? 

Sir, L understand that, no matter how her con- 
stitution may be formed, whether with or without 
the consent of Congress, when that constitution is 
presented to us, our consideration is limited to the 
inquiry whether it is republican. It is true, that 
where a constitution has been formed with some 
degree of irregularity, asin the case of California, 
you have to consider of that irregularity, and- de- 
termine whether, as statesmen looking to great 
objects, looking to the accomplishment of a great 
purpose—a purpose affecting the harmony of this 
Union—vou are to be Jed off by mere technicaii- 


“ties as to the admission of a State under these 


circumstances. 

Well, sir, it is just as much the right of Cali- 
fornia to decide the question of slavery for herself 
as it would have been if a previous act of Con- 
gress had passed authorizing her to form her 
self into a State, and we had admitted her after- 
wards. And Congress is no more responsible for 
the interdiction of slavery which exigts in the 


| jected her. 


constitution of California now, than Congress 
would be responsible for it if there had been a prior 
actof Congress authorizing the people of California 
to consider for themselves, and to determine 
whether they would or would not come into the 
Union as a member of it. 

I have said, sir, and | repeat, that I have heard 
nothing yet that in the slightest degree contravenes 
the force of this argument. I said that, in regard 
to California, she had an excuse which did not 
exist in the case of other States that have been ad- 
mitted into this Union without previous authprity 
of Congress. In the case of the other States, they 
were not abandoned by Congress. Congress per- 
formed its parental duty of providing for them 
suitable territorial ‘governments. They had got 
governments; they had got good governments; 
they had got free governments. But what is the 
case in regard to California? She was abandoned 
by Congress at the last session. Congress failed 
to discharge its parental duty towards California 
at the lest session. She was in a state of profound 
and perfect anarchy unless she could obtain or 
make some lawssuited to her abandoned condition. 
And, when thus abandoned by Congress, what 
does Californiado? Why, she callsa convention, 
and that convention forms a constitution—a very 
excellent constitution, as I believe, so far as I have 
looked into it. She chooses herself, of her own 
free will, to refuse to admit slavery within her 
limits; and she now comes here. How? Dicta- 
ting to Congress? No, sir; she comes to the very 
parent who has treated her in this heartless man- 
ner, respectfully asking the parent who has thus 
turned her loose, cast her off from all law, without 
a government emanating from the only authority 
which could institute a real and legitimate and 
príper government—she comes to her, how? 

hreatening to make herself independent—threat- 
ening secession, threatening disunion? No, air, 
no; she comes here, and in a most respectful, if 
not in a most humble manner, asks you to admit 
her to the enjoyment of the blessings of self-gov- 
ernment, which you denied to her in any form at 
the last session of Congress. And you are bound, 
not only by the Constitution of the United Siates, 
but by the treaty by which she was acquired, and 
by the higher law of God himself, to give to those 
who are thrown into your power or possession, 
by conquest or by purchase, the benefits of gov- 
ernment, You have refused, sir, you denied to 
ner a government. You abandoned your child, 
and now, when that child comes to you, having 
shifted for itself as well as it could in the absence 
of your parental authority, you reproach it with 
usurpation, with impudence; and are ready—at 
least some portion of Congress seems read y—to 
repel her from your doors, and send her back 
without any suitable government, to shift as she 
can during the residue of this contest, which may 
last for years. 

The difference, therefore, between the case of 
Michigan and that of California is the difference 
between government and no government; between 
government and anarchy; between the exercise of 
parental authority on the part of Congress towards 
Michigan, and the abandonment of all duty, can- 
stitutional, natural, and parental, on the part of 
Congress towards California. And yet gentlemen 
can see in one case apologies for the conduct of 
Michigan, and can see none in the case of poor 
California, 

Michigan had, we are told, been patiently 
knocking at our doors for years, and yet we re- 
; Why, sir, there were some dificul- 
hes, not altogether insuperable, to be sure, about 
the extent, about the limits, the boundary of that 
State, and some difficulty resulting from the con- 
test between her and her neighbor Ohio. These 
were some of the difficulties which existed, but all 
this time she was enjoying a Government; all 
this time she had her own Legislature, her own 
representation, her own laws; she had the power 
to govern herself as she pleased in her Territorial 
condition. 

Sir, it does seem to me thatif we will look at 


i things as they are,and not be misled by mere 


forms, by technicalities not worthy of consider- 
ation for a moment, that we will not only draw a 
distinction favorable to California between her 
case and that of Michigan, but that we will draw 


j from the facts in the case a conclusion of duty, 


which, for one, I am ready and anxious to per- 


form. 
+ . 
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I hearda sentiment-uttered to-day which £ have ji 
again and again heard uttered, and which | have 
never heard uttered ‘but with a shuddering and ap- |! 
prehension. We are told that ‘upon. certain con- 
tingencies, upon the occurrence of certain events, 
the South must takea particular, a specified course, 
regardless of consequences. Regardless of conse- || 
quences! Why, ‘sir, can we acquit ourselves to 
ourselves, can we acquit ourselves to civilization, 
can we acquit ourselves to that religion which we 
all profess to respect and adhere to; can we acquit 
ourselves to the great God of heaven himself, if, 
upon a measure of this magnitude, of this tran- |! 
scendent importance, we are to take it regardless | 
of consequences? Sir, I know of no condition of 
man, individually or associated, wherever he may |; 
be, whether solitary and alone, in the midst of the |! 
wide prairies of the West, or upon the ocean’s 
billows when tossed by storms, or acting in a de- 
liberative assembly, I know of no condition where 
a religious, moral, rational, responsible being can 
take a step regardless of consequences. Sir, it is |! 
precisely because I do regard consequences, and I 
apprehend them, not to this or that side of the 
Union alone, but to all parts, to the entire coun- | 
try—consequences not only affecting us, but af- 
fecting all mankind, in a greater or less degree; 
consequences which affect the existence of self- 
government, which affect the preservation of lib- || 
erty itself; itis because I do look to these- conse- || 
‘quences, because I regard them, because I have || 
deliberated upon them, that I am led to the conclu- || 
sion of making an exertion, of making every effort 
the power to make which is yet reserved to me, 
to avert the greatest of all human calamities, not 
only that ould befall this country, but that could 
befall the whole race ‘of civilized man. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I am free to confess, Mr. 
President, that # did not expect to hear an argu- | 
ment in the Senate of the United States, emanating | 


| 


from a gentleman so distinguished for his talents |! 
and ability in its counsels as is the Senator from |i 


Kentucky, to prove that it was right to do wrong. 
Sir, | did not expect to hear him undertake to 
prove that it was moral and religious and patriotic 
to refuse to do right, because something impor- | 
tant, and perkaps disastrous, should result from 
such a:course of action. 1 have always understood 
that morality and religion inculcate that we must 
do right, and that then, if disastrous consequences 
follow from the practice of such right, the respon- 
siblity rests upon us. Fiat justitia ruat column. If 
the Senator from Kentucky meant by his remarks |; 
to assert that my language was capable of the ji 
construction that we should act regardless of all 
consequences, at all times and ander all circum- j} 
stances, hę has placed a construction upon it which 
it is not susceptible of bearing, and which it will 
not bear. Sir, in the statement Í made, 1 meant to 
assert simply that it was the duty of every man to 
act justl y—to act conscientiously—and I mustlearn 
morality in another school, and religion and piety 
somewhere else, before I concur in tke sentiment | 
of the honorable Senator. 

The Senator asks what right I have to comment 
upon his conduct. Sir, I have the right which be- 
longs to every freeman of this country; I have the 
right, the constitutional right, to judge and speak 
eonscientiously of the public acts of any individual, 
whether of high or low estate, in this country or 
in the world. 

Mr. CLAY, (in his seat.) Certainly; but not 
of acts of a private character. 

Mr. CLEMENS. 1 made no allusion to the | 
rivate acts of the Senator from Kentucky. In j 
ks I referred to nu private conference; I |) 
ng of any private conference that may |; 


P 
my remar! 


knew nothi 
have been held between the Senator from Missou- 


ri and the Senator from Kentucky. 1 was not in 
the Senate chamber on the occasion when it took ! 
lace, and, therefore, knew nothing of it. Lknew |; 
nothing of any conference which had been held 
between these two gentlemen with respect to the 
subject of a Territorial or State Government for 
California. I heard the Senator from Kentucky 
proclaim, as I thought, that when he submitted his | 
resolutions, they were intended to be compromises 


26 


State, and not to stop all of them. 


| select committee, with instructions to report a bill 


i knew nothing of any private intercourse between 


| and the resolution of the Senator from Kentucky, 


| that she comes here and now asks for admission. 


| reject her application? Would Ir 


|| tions in this Congress and the State Legislatures, 


i time, forget what is due to the Senate. 


| have been greatly instrumental in misleading the 


| placed upon his letter was the true one. The | 
| construction I placed upon it was, that the popu- 


of the whole matter in dispute, and designed to be 
embraced in one bill; that is, all taken together; 
that it was wrong to stop one leak in the vessel of 
I so under- 
stood the Senator when he introduced, his resolu- 
tions and made his speech; and I further under- 
stood the Senator from Kentucky, when the Sena- 
tor from Missouri introduced his motion to refer 
the subject af the admission of California, -to a 


for its admission, to abandon the ground which he 
had previously taken in his speech before the 
Senate, and to concur in the proposed action of 
the Senator from Missouri. This was the matter 
to which { referred in my remarks heretofore. I 


them; and I can truly say that | cared nothing 
for it. The motion of the Senator from Missouri, 


with respect to California, although somewhat dif- 
ferent in terms, were the same in spirit, and 
judging from the declaration of the Senator from 
Kentucky, I think he must so have understood it. 
What right, then, has he to complain if | choose 
to comment upon it? 

The Senator from Kentucky has supposed a 
case. He supposes that a census had been taken 
—a legal census—in the State of California, and 
that there was found to be a sufficient number of 
inhabitants to justify her formation as a State, and 


On such a supposition the Senator asks me if it | 
would not be right to admit her, and if I would | 
eject her? Yes, 
sir. I would reject her at once. Í would reject 
her on account of the fraud I have commented on 
before; and which was consummated by the agita- 


and the conventions held everywhere throughout 
the North, thus practising a deliberate and gigan- 
tic fraud upon the people of the South, and pre- 
Í venting them from having an equal chance in the 
adoption of the constitution of California. 1 would 
reject it on that ground alone. I did not choose 
to rest my argument on that ground, because there 
were other sufficient reasons against its admission, 
But, if there was no other reason for it, 1 would 
ask for its rejection on that account. 

The Senator is mistaken if he supposes that I 
am to be forced, in any. manner whatever, from 
the execution of what I consider it to be my duty 
to perform. E hope that J shall never upon any 
occasion here or elsewhere, now or atany other 
Bat, sir, 
plain things are plain things, and I intend to take 
public acta and public measures, and speak of 
them in exactly the plainest language | can pos- 
sibly select. I intend to use the pure Anglo-Saxon 
—a language that means something that the coun- 
try can understand. . 

I have something now, Mr. President, to say 
to the Senator from Michigan, in conclusion. I| 
did not intend to call forth from him any remarks. | 
I did not make any allusion to him ina spirit of 
unkindness; I brought no charge of inconsistency j} 
against him. I did not comment upon his Nichol- 
son letter, or say that it meant one thing, and his 
speech the other day meant another. f did not | 
intend to allude to that matter in any way. But, | 
Mr. President, I must inform the Senator from | 
Michigan that the construction which he now puts 
upon the Nicholson letter was never put upon ıt byi 
his party in the State of Alabama. 1 musttell him | 
that if his present construction is the right one, 1 


minds of the people of my State in advocating his 
claims. I denied that the construction he has now 


lation of a Territory, when sufficiently numerous 
to form a State, should decide the question of sla- 
very for themselves. That, sir, was the construc- || 
tion put upon it by myselfand by his party. Lam | 
sorry if | have misunderstood him, but I did not 
mean to make the question a theme of discussion 
in the Senate. I must remind the Senator of a 
fact which, from his own knowledge of public 


I 
must remind him of the fact that a leading Demo- 
crat, formerly of the other House, was read out 
of the party because he said precisely what the 
Senator himself has now said about the Nicholson 


affairs, can scarcely have escaped his attention. 


letter. We put the ban upon him for such.a con- 
struction, and excluded him from the ranks of the 
Democratic party in Alabama. I- allude to Mr. 
Yancey. We did that gentleman foul injustiee, 
and owe him much reparation He was not the 
only one; there were some half a dozen distin- 
guished members of the same party in Alabama 
who shared a similar fate for putting the construc- 
tion on that etter which the Senator from Mich- 
igan now puts upon it. But he tells us he has 
aright to speak to us because he has been broken 
down, politically, for standing up for the rights of 
the South. Well, Mr. President, what does that 
assertion mean? Does it not prove—if any thing 
at all—that all hope is gone for the South. when 
he has been annihilated for doing only, what he 
has done; for standing up only as: far as be has 
stood up for the rights of the South? | What’can 
we then hope to receive from any compromise 
that may be offered? Does it not prove, sir, 
without a shadow of doubt, that all hope has gone 
forever? Why, sir, he proposes to admit Cali- 
fornia. He proclaims a doctrine that will exclude 
slavery from all the Territories of the Unions and 
yet because he will not come out and say that 
the Wilmot proviso is a constitutional act, he 
tells us bis political existence in the North is 
terminated. We want, sir, no other proof to 
show that all hope is at an end. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I rose for the 
purpose of making an explanatory reply, when 
the Senator from Michigan closed his remarks. 
now intend to execute that intention, But, befote 
doing so, I must say that I then obtained the floor, 
and should have been permitted to proceed. 
I may be very willing, as a matter of courtesy, to 
waive my right in favor of older Senators, it is not 
for the Presiding Officer to say when or how that 
courtesy shall be shown. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair under- 
stands that the Senator who first speaks is. enti- 
tled to the floor. The voice first heard was, the 
voice of the honorable Senator. from Kentucky, 
and for.that reason the.floor was. assigned. to. him, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 
that that was the case, and will therefore say noth- 
ing more about the matter. The Senator from 
Michigan, iv alluding to myself, has spoken of me 
as having charged him with inconsistency. 1 cer- 
tainly intended to make no such charge aga‘nstthe 
honorable Senator from Michigan. He said’ that 
he spoke in a feeling of kindness to me; I have: no 
reason to doubt it; and think I might claim, as 
much from the honorable Senator, even if kind- 
ness was not the prevailing characteristic of his 
heart. l made no charge of inconsistency upon 
him; but, on the other hand, regretted to find him 
consistent in a position which I originally consid- 
ered erroneous, and think has been shown, by re- 
cent events, to be productive of evils the magnitude 
of which, now dimiy seen in the distance, we may 
be soon called upon to measure. l always con- 
strued his “Nicholson letter,” as he has explained 
it now; and because [ never would defend him 
upon the view which 1 held to be equivalent to 
turning over the territory to the first occupants of 


it—those who in the race of emigration should first 


| reach it—some of my political friends, who always 


construed it as only meaning. that the inhabitants, 
when they formed a State government, were entl- 
tled to the sovereignty of other States of the Union, 
considered me as wanting in the maintenance of 
his claims as a candidate for the presidency, I 
have incurred responsibility, because I never 
would put that construction upon It. I thought I 
understood. the opinions of the honorable Senator 
from Michigan before he wrote that letter; and I 
knew of the conference to which he has alluded, 
very soon after it occurred, but to which I have 
-never heretofore referred. 1 understood the opin- 
ions of the Senator to be the same then as I under- 
stand.them to þe now. They have never met with 


Tam glad to hear ` 


Though - 


* 
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my app 
tion asd 
‘territories, | 
of discharging 
Jands. lhad: 


roval. I approved of so much of his posi- |’ 
enied that Congress had a power over the © 
beyond that derived from the necessity | 
the duties of trustee of the pablic 
confidence in the. character of that 
Senator, and I have now. I held that his. only 
oiinection with the subject would be, if elected tò 
the presidency, of which we then had some hope: | 
that growing out of the action of the Federal Gov- 
ernment; if Congress passed a bill to exclude sla- 
very from the Territories, that he wouid, in accord- 
ance with his opinion of the power, of Congress”) 
over the Territories, veto such bill: therefore Ewas 
willing to trust him with functions growing out of | 
the federal authority. His doctrine, which ac- 
knowledges sovereignty in any community whieh | 
may 
belonging to the States, I always rejected. 

The opinion of the Senator as to the power of 
-the inhabitants of the Territories would have no 


i 
| 


‘official connection with the office of President, and |; 
| momentous questions which claim their solution 


in that connection was not of vital importance. I 
stated then, as I state now, that I believed it to be 
wrong; and the very position which we are now | 
in shows that it is dangerous. Its result is now | 
geen, when men, without authority and law, have | 
gathered together—-a conglomerated mass from 
every quarter of the globe—and claim to snatch | 
sovereignty from the hands of the United States, 
the owners of the property. 

This was the natural growth, the necessary con- 

sequence of the doctrine of the Senator from Mich- 
ïgan—a doctrine now most firmly upheld by those 
who most fiercely denounced it, here and. else- 
where, less than two years ago. I did: not intro- 
duce the opinions of the honorable Senator from 
Michigan to comment upon them. l merely intro- 
duced them to show the result of their being acted 
upon. 
"TE denied that any source could be found for the 
authority claimed for the territorial inhabitants to 
assume sovereignty over the country, except the 
inalienable right to declare their independence and 
dissolve their connection with this Confederacy. 
The power he asserts must belong to the right of 
revolution, the right to take the territory of the 
United States, and appropriate it to themselves, 
Unless he meant that much, when he claims to 
derive the power from Almighty God, he means 
nothing within the scope of my comprehension. 

But the Senator speaks of the fanaticism of the 
South, which requires the men of the North to 
justify slavery as an abstract question. I know 
of no such thing. I do know that the southern 

pliticians of the Democratic party as a body sus- 
tained that Scnator’s pretensions, when a candi- 
date for the presidency, though they well knew 
that on the abstract question of slavery, he was 
against them. [t was not abstract opinions, but 
the introduction of them into the policy of the 
Government, which we deprecated. Give us our 
constitutional rights, and a free and fair exercise 
of our equality in the Union, and we would never 
regard abstract opinions. I tell the Senator, that 
go far as I know the opinions of the people of the 
South, he founded his argument upon a ground 
that does not exist. 

Mr. FOOTE. I regret the necessity imposed | 
upon me of occupying the attention of the Senate 
for a few minutes, whilst I notice an allusion to 
myself in which the honorable Senator from Ken- 
tucky (Mr. Cray] has thought proper to indulge. 
If, in addition, I should deem it proper to offer a 
remark or two in reply to a portion of the speech 
of that Senator which has just been addressed to 
us, I think that I shall not, under all the extraor- 
dinary circumstances of the hour, be very strongly 
condemned. 

The houorable Senator from Kentucky com- 
plains that his private intercourse with members of 
this body has been brought under review and 
made the subject of harsh strictures. Í understand 
the honorable Senator perfectly; he is dissatisfied 
at my having referred to the conversation which I 
saw going on a few days since, between the hon- 
orable Senator from Missouri [Mr. Benton] and 
himself, and should have ventured even to specu- 
late upon the character of that mystical colloquy. 
Well, sir, Í beg leave to announce to the honor- 
able Senator that L do not regard any proceeding 
which may occur here, in sight of us all, in open 
Senate, and having connection with public meas- 
ures of great moment, as so strictly belonging to 
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: dourse”’ as to'render-it either. indelicate or wnpar- 


i portant public questions a 


|} responsibilities to sustain, gr 


by accident or design be planted on territory |; 


|i high characte 
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|! Senator from Kentucky in aid of his scheme for 
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4 : ` i 
liamentary to allude to it | 


“This, sir, is ahal 
of debate; a legislative as i 


sembly in which im- | 
re brought forward, | 
It is a controversial |! 
d disputants, ali 


discussed, and acted upon. 
_arena, to be occupied by authorize : 
“of whom have precisely the same rights and privi- 
; Teges, and are-absolute equals in ‘point of official | 
‘dignity. The members of this body have weighty | 
ave duties fo perform, 
Je field of action wherein to acquire le- 
approbation of the good 
neration, and an endless 
It most not be forgotten, |; 
in other deliberative as- |; 


anda nobi 
| gitimate popularity—the 
; and wise of our own ge 
; immortality of renown. 

i though, that in this, as. 1 
semblies, corruption, intrigue, and low.management 
will sometimes show their accursed visages, and 
that it is quite as needful that we guard our- 
selves and our constituents against the guileful 
arts of fraud and chicane, as that we mingle our 
voices in courteous and fraternal debate upon the 


i at our hands. 
| Now, sir, I 
| tor from Kentucky, in t 
| ludes, with having done anything unworthy of his 
r or the dignified station which he 
‘holds. Indeed, I took particular pains to exempt 
| him from all censure. But I did reveal facts in | 
reference to another Senator; which facts cannot 
į be gainsaid, and which I did believe, and do yet 
| beheve, to be of a nature- to warrant the conclu, | 
J 


did not charge the honorable Sena- 
he case to which he al- | 


probable motives and designs. L will briefly re- | 
view the incidents which occurred here on a former || 
day, my comments upon which seem to have || 
been productive of so much dissatisfaction to the | 
! honorable Senator from Kentucky. When the || 
President’s message, which brought with it the 
constitution of California, was laid before us, the |! 
honorable Senator from Missouri arose, and in aij 
| deliberate, formal, and most emphatic manner— | 
yes, sir, and with a striking and peculiar signifi- || 
cance of tone, look, and gesture—said that he had | 
confidently expected that, when the message | 
should have been thus sent to us, a motion would 
have been made by the honorable Senator from 
| Kentucky to refer the same toa special commitiee 
to report thereupon. He distinctly declared in our 
| hearing that he had thought that an understanding 
| existed to that effect between the honorable Sena- | 
| tor from Kentucky and himself. He paused (as | 
he said) to afford an opportunity to the honorable 
| Senator from Kentucky of making the motion 
| agreed upon. That gentleman presently arose 
í also, and, suggesting that he had not understood 
| that the performance of this duty had been re- 
| gularly assumed by him, declined moving in the 
| affair himself—announcing his willingness to serve 
| upon any special committee which might be raised 
| at the instance of any other Senator. Then, with- ; 
| out delay, the honorable Senator from Missouri 
| introduced the motion fora special committee him- | 
| self, and included inita proposition that the hon- | 
| Grable Senator from Kentucky should be chairman 
! thereof, whose views he well knew at the time, 
Í doubtless, to be favorable to the immediaie ad mis- | 
sion of California as a State, as a separate and dis- 
ot as part of a general plan || 
indeed that Senator, on the | 
declared himself to be. 
i did the special solici |’ 
from Missouri on this j 


| 
| 
| 


1 
cf 
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| ev 
| aim at the accomplishment of his favorite legisla- || 
| tive objects by instigating gentlemen on the Whig | 
| side ofthe chamber to action than by boldly as- |! 
| suming the responsibility of acting himself—hav- | 
! ing witnessed the suspicious interview between | 
the honorable Senator from Kentucky and the | 
Í Senator from Missouri, is it at all strange that I; 
should, under all the circumstances named, have | 
adopted the impression, which I have heretofore |, 
| announced, that this interview was sought by the | 
| gentleman from Missouri for the purpose of avail- || 


ing himself of the standing and influence of the l 
| 


| 


j the immediate admission of California? isit sur- 
sing that I should have declared, as 1 did at 


¡pri 
‘ once, that I suspected a plan then to be in prog- 


“what the honorable Senator calls.‘ private inter- 


i regs for smuggling California into the Union? 


u 


iself-love alone could prompt, 
| be putin danger by i 
‘gard for certain uomeaning an 


‘ofa duty to whic 


| exemplar of 


| sions which I have heretofore stated as to his |! 


[do and say, at all times and t 


| upon honorable Senators, exer 
ance here, and expose all acts of official impro- 


| from the apprehension o 
| ly personal 


| surpassed 


| solemn protest against his course. 


When my conjecture was afterwards proved to 


| be substantially true by the very words of the hoñ- 


ora 
now ‘deny that a conference 


ble Senator from Kentucky—who will not 
had ocenrred be- 


| tween the Senator from Missouri and himself in 


reference to this dangerous movement anterior to 
its being made—will any one, besides the honora- 
ble Senator from Kentpcky, censure me for expo- 
sing the facts, as I knew them to exist, at once, 
and, by exposing them, to counteract, as far as Í 


‘could, the mischief threatened, whilst yet in its 
‘incipient stage? 


lf I believed that this. very. 
measure of admission, brought forward as it was 
under. the most objectionable auspices, urged 
upon us with a pertinacity which an intense 
was eminently 
calculated to sow discord among the States of 
this Confederacy, to engender feelings of dissat- 
isfaction, of unkindness, and even of fierce hos- 
tility—if I-believed that the Union itself would 
t—was I to remain silent, and, 
acy, from a silly re- 
d antiquated, or, in- 
deed, as [ think, mere imaginary, rales ‘of par- 
liamentary decorum, shrink from the performance 
h I feit alike prompted by feel- 
ings of disinterested patriotism and regard for the 
well-being and safety of my own immediate con- 
stituents? Why, sit, | have never beeg particu- 
larly ambitious of being recognized as a shining: 
aristocratic breeding. I hope that f 
attach a proper regard to the conventional rules of 
social courtesy, and that 1 could not, in any case, 
perpetrate an act of rude unkindness upon an it- 
nocent and unoffending person; but I desire it 
now, once for all, to be understood, that in al 
cases I prefer the, substance of things to the mere 
form; that, whilst a member of this body, I shalk 
o all persons, pre- 
cisely what | deem it necessary to do and say for 
the furtherance of the publie welfare and the satis- 
faction of my own conscience; that I shail, adopt- 
ing the words of my eloquent and manly friend 
from Alabama, [Mr. CLumens,] use in debate here 
plain Anglo-Saxon language; that l shall denounce 
vice wherever I detect its existence in public 
places; that E shall, without playing the Paul Pry 
cise a constant vigil- 


from feelings of morbid delic 


priety with promptitude and with becoming spirit; 
and that, especially at this eventful and trying 
crisis of our history as a free people, I shall not 
hesitate to hold the language of sincerity and truth 
f any consequences mere- 
to myself. To the honorable Senator 
fiom Kentucky I beg leave to say, in the words of 
Scripture, doubtless familiar to him-—in the words 
of St. Paul himself—‘* Wo is me, if I preach not 
the Gospel!” 

I hope that this free explanation of my views 
and motives will satisfy even the honorable Sen- 
ator from Kentucky himself, that he has no right 
to complain of my having uncivilly or unauthor- 
izedly intruded myself upon his private intercourse 
with Senators here. i 

Mr. President, 1 feel constrained now, by the 
course of the honorable Senator from Kentucky, 
to speak more plainly and strongly in regard to his 
present attitude upon the questions which occupy 
so painfully the attention of the country, than f 
had thought either necessary or expedient a few 
days since. Sir, had the honorable Senator con- 
fined himself to the propounding of terms of set- 
tlement, however unfair and oppressive to the 
South, or had he been contented to advocate the 


| resolutions of compromise which be has intro- 


duced here with all bis well-known elequence, I 
should not have been disposed to complain of him 
in the least. Though I certainly concur with my 
esteemed friend from Alabama, who has spoken 
to-day with a strength and brillianey seldom if ever 
in this body, in all that he has said 
touching the true character and effect of the reso- 
lutions of the Senator from Kentucky; though I 
certainly agree with the Senator from Alabama 
that these resolutions yield up the whole gnound of 
controversy to our insatiate adversaries; though 
the speech of the honorable Senator from Ken- 
tucky in support of these resolutions of his was 
in some respects highly objectionable, both in 
phraseology and in substance, yet I could have 
borne all this patiently, and did do so, l could 
have remained silent, or contented myself with a 
But, sir, the 


Soy 


E. 


ica 
a 
> 
5 
we 
g 
= 
a 
“oO 
Q. 
£ 
= 
fa) 
on 
Eg 
> 
vg 
= 
foa 
oR 
$ 
° 
r 
Z 
= 
=") 
= 
D 
p 
n 
> 
®, 
Co 
5 


bility, or venture to predict its dissolution, as the 
consequence of intolerable oppression, he appears 
to regard as unmitigated factionists, Well, sir, 


Senator is responsible for using stronger@nd more 
honorable Senator from Kentucky employ cleven 
years ago. Suppose Í show that eleven years ago, 
when the cloud of abolition was no bigger than a 
man’s hand, the honorable Senator from Kentucky 
held language more cogent and inflammatory than į 
any now employed by those who are struggling 

to ward off the perils with which the South is į 
threatened at this moment, when that cloud has | 
overspread the whole firmament, and when the red 
lightning is already gleaming in our faces and the 
thunder is rolling above our heads? Suppose I 
show all this, what will the honorable Senator say 
then? Will he still, censure us? will he still com- | 
plain? The experiment is worth making, and I 
proceed to read from a speech of the honorable 


. . : . H 
Senator, delivered in this body in the year 1839, || 
| were the precise words of my honorable friend 


as follows: ` 

“Sir, [am not in the habit of speaking lightly of the pos- 
sibility of dissolving this happy Union. The Senate knows 
that L have deprecated allusions on ordinary oceasions to 
that direful event. The country will testify, that if there be 
anything in the history of my public career worthy of recoi- 
lection, it is the truth and sincerity of my ardent devotion | 
to its lasting preservation. But we suould be false in our 
allegiance to it, if we did not discriminate between the im- 
aginary and real dangers by which it may be assailed. Ab- 
olition should no longer be regarded as an imaginary danger. 
The Abolitionists, fet me suppose, succeed tn their present 
aim of uniting the inwabitants of the free States as one man | 
against the inbabitants of the slave States. 
one side will beget union on the other; and this process of. 
reciprocal consolidation will be attended with all the violent 
prejudices, embittered passions, and implacable animosities, 
which ever degraded or deformed human nature. A virtual 
dissolution of the Union will have takeh place, whilst the 
forms of its existence remain. ‘The most valuable element 
of Union, mutual Kindness, the feelings of sympathy, the 
fraternal bonds.which now happily unite us, wiil have been | 


itig i that sweeps from the North may” bring to ou 
suppose I undertake to show that no southern || i 

ator J l : : ¢ || moment of real peril, when the evils that he des- 
fervid language on this subject than did the |) 


Union on the |! 


added, with Edmund Burke, “ when bad men com- 
bine, good men must unite; and now, when that 
very-union is concerted. which eleven years ago 
he regarded as so natural and inevitable that he 
felt authorized to prophesy it in advance—that 
union, so necessary to the safety of the South— 
he now ardently deplores and almost denounces it. 


| Now, when our adversaries have threatened us 


with utter destruction; now, when the. machinery 
of ruin has been all arranged and is ready to pour 
into our midst the missiles of insult, of degradation, 


| and of death; now, when'we might well say with 


a Virginia orator of revolutionary times “out 


i chains are already forged,” their clanking may be 


e 
r 


heard upon the plains of Boston; “ the first-ga’ 


ears the clash of resounding arms;”? now, in this 
cried in the distance years ago are at least almost 
jin sight; now, when all hope of honorable 
| compromise is well nigh extinct, and all the hor 
| rors of civil war are almost upon us and in our 
| midst; now the honorable Senator beseeches us to 
be patient, and moderate’ and kind; to trust to the 
mercies of those whose hearts seem steeled to all 
the tender charities of life, and to remain inglori- 
ously inactive whilst the fetters of a degrading 
thraldom are fixed upon our free limbs—and in- 
justice such as no high spirited people ever bore 
| unresistingly is imposed upon us by those whom 
| we have heretofore recognized as our friends and | 
brethren. The honorable Senator in the year 1839 


|| said that when such evils as we are now experi- 


į eneing should have been realized, “ a virtual disso- 
lution of the Union wiil have ‘taken place.’ These! 


from Alabama, who said that a virtual dissolution 
of the Union had already taken place, in conse- 
| quence of what we have been fated to endure for | 
several years past. And yet the Senator from 

Kentucky and others now discover this language | 
to be decidedly offensive, and deserving of the 

harshest censures. Well, sir, whatever others may | 
t say or think, I feel bound to sey, as | have often- 
times heretofore said, that if the aggressions now 
threatened shall actualiy take place, or wrongs 
heretofore perpetrated upon the South shall remain 
| much longer unredressed, for one I shall utterly 
| despair of the Union. I will go further, and declare 
| it to be my solemn and deliberate opinion that, if 
| California is admitted as a separate and distinct 
measure, without any compensation to the South 
therefor, it will be impossible for this Union to 


extinguished forever. One section will stand in menacing 
and hostile array against the other. The collision of opin- 
ion wili be quickly followed by the clash of arms. 1 will 
not attempt to describe scenes which now happily lie con- 
cealed from our view. Abolitionists themselves would 
shrink back in dismay and horror at the contemplation of 
desolated fields, conflagrated cities, murdered inhabitants, 
and the overtbrow of the fairest fabric of human govern- 
ment that ever rose to animate the hopes of civilized man. 
Norshould these Abotitionists flatter themselves that if they 
succeed in their object of uniting the people of the free 
States, they will enter the contest with a numerical superi- 
ority that mast insure victory. AH bistory and experience 
prove the hazard and uncertainty of war. And we are ad- 
monished by Holy Writ, that the race is not to the swift, 
bor the battle to ihe strong. But if they were to conquer, 
whom would they conquer? A foreign foe? One who had 
insulted our fiag, invaded our shores, and laid our country 
waste? No, sir; no sir. It would be a conquest without 
laurels, without glory; aself,a suicidal conquest; a con- 
quest of brothers over brothers, achieved by one over 
another portion of the descendants of common ancestors, 
who, nobly pledging their lives, tbeir fortunes, and their sa- 
cred honor, bad fought and bled, side by side, in many a 
hard battle on land and ocean, severed our country from 
the British Crown, and established our national independ- į 
ence”? : 

«The inhabitants of the s'ave States. are sometimes uc- 
cused by their northern brethren with displaying too much 
rashness and sensibility to the operations and proceedings 
of Abolitionista But, before they can be rightly judged, 
there should be a reversal of conditions. Let me suppose 
tuat the peopte of the slave States were to form socicties, 
subsidize presses, make large pecuniary contributions, send 
forth numerous missionaries throughout all their borders, 
and enter into machinations to burn thetbeautiful capitals, į 

. destroy the productive manufactories, and sink in the ocean 
the gallant ships of the northern States. Would these in- 
cendiary proceedings be regarded as neighborly and friend- 
ly, and consistent with the fraternal sentiments whieh 
should ever be cherished by one portion of the Union to- 
wards another? Would they excite no emotion, occasion 
ho manifestations of dissatisfaction, nor lead to any acts of 
tetaliatory violence? But the supposed+ case falls far short | 
of the actual one iu a most essential circumstance. In no | 
contingency could these capitals, manufactories, and ships 
rise in rebellion and massacre the inhabitants of the north- 
ern States.” 


FFEleven years 


ago the honorable Senator pre- 


hold together six months longer. Let those who 
are driving the Sguth to the last extremity look to 
it; in a short time it may be too late to save the 
Republic frém such scenes of carnage and. of hor- 
ror as the history of civilized men has never yet 
recounted, 

Mr. President, Iam justified -by the course pur- 
sued by the honorable Senator from Kentucky on 
this occasion in going somewhat particularly into 
his past history In connection with the subject of 
slavery. In the early days.of young and bloom- 
ing manhood, the honorable Senator from Ken- 
tucky was betrayed, as I think, into some gross 
but rather fantastical errors in relation to slavery, 
from which he has never been able to relieve his {i 
mind since. These errors seem to have been the- | 
oretical merely; they were not of a nature, at any 
rate, so potential as to induce the honorable Sena- 
tor to emancipate his own slaves, or to persuade 
his neighbors axa friends to the execution of any 


to the South than-any which had antécedently:ap+ 
peared, - A committee of this:convention wrote a: 
letter to the honorable Senator from Kentucky, to 


i which. he replied, approving fully the objects: of. 


i their assemblage, and. giving his assent to: theig’ 
general doctrines. Such -was the. predicament 
of the honorable Senator when he came among 
| us at this session; and what: has been ‘his ‘course 
here? Why, sir, I feel bound to admit that the 
honorable Senator bas been quite consistent 
His first important movement was: the introduc- 
tion of his resolutions of compromise. And what 
are these resolutions ? Why, one of them is: for= 
mally declarative of the hated Wilmot. proviso 
principle; another brings in Californias another, 
by inevitable implication, asserts the power of 
| Congress to abolish slavery in the District of Co-. 
lumbia; another proposes to abolish the. slave- 
trade in the District of Columbia. And all thisis 
to be conceded by the South without ary com- 
pensating. advantages whatever, I am certainly 
nota great deal surprised that such terms: of -ad- 
justment should have been brought forward by the 
honorable Senator from Kentucky, taking into 
consideration the events of his public life already 
referred to; but I shall certainly always. remain’ 
unable to perceive in his resolutions any ofthe 
features of a genuine compromise. mg 
And what sort of a speech was that‘by which 
these resolutions were accompanied ? Why, sirj 
I undertake to say that there is more in the semi- 
| ments and language of that speech to mortify 
southern sensibilities, to awaken dissatisfaction, 
i and to provoke resentment too, as well among all 
j who are not quite convinced as I am of the purity 
of the honorabie Senator’s motives, than we find 
in any speech of professed Abolitionists, not ex- 
cepting even the far-famed Garrison, and Philips, 
| and Douglass, Certainly no speech atail approxi- 
| mating to this one of the honorable Senator from 
Kentucky has ever been delivered before in either 
House of Congress. I will not particularize; but 
I am sure that all who have read that speech will” 
admit that I have done it but simple justice. 
| Why, sir, a speech so replete with offensive doc- 
|i trine—so dogrmatical and overbearing in its tone— 
|| so menacing in its spirit, no man but one possess- 
| ing the mural prowess which so eminently distin- 
|| guishes the honorable Senator from Kentucky, 
|| could ever have been able to enunciate. Iam sure 
that the honorable Senator from New York [Mr. 
Sewanp] will never dare to deliver such a speech 
|| here. The honorable Senator. from New Hamp-: 
| shire, [Mr. Haxe,] with all. that rhetorical hero- - 
ism which he displayed ‘among us the other day; | 
would recoil from the utterance of ‘much. that. fell’, 
with an easy grace from the lips.of. the honorable: 
Senator from Kentucky; and the honorable gentle- 
man from Ohio [Mr. Crase] 1 am confident:is too 
| moderate and forbearing in his temper ever to de- 
liver such a philippic as this against the whole sys- 
tem of domestic slavery, and against the efforts of: 
the southern States of the Confederacy to protect 
themselves against menaced aggressions. . Sir, I 
feel that no other member of the Senate besides 
the Senator from Kentucky could have pronounced 
such a speech in the hearing of southern men 
without calling forth a response fuli of indignation 
and asperity. And yet we have listened to the 
honorable Senator’s harangue with coolness, with 
forbearance, with respect, and even with feelings 
of kindiy allowance. Of ail this the honorable 
Senator from Kentucky seems to be insensible; and 
he even complains that he has not been treated 


such fanciful scheme of philanthropy. in subse- || 
quent life he became known as a member, as | 
President of the Colonization Society, and as such |; 
has delivered more than one address, in which he | 
has borne eloquent testimony to the evils of sla- 
very. On several occasions in Congress the hon- | 
orable Senator has been known in former years to 
exhibit himself more or less as a decided disap- 
prover of the system of domestic slavery in the 
South. 
recommended to the people of Kentucky, in a: 
decply interesting letter, the adoption of a system 
of prospective emancipation. 
this letter brought on a contest in that State, which | 
was waged heatedly and actively for several | 
months, and not without some bloodshed; but j 
which happily terminated in the utter defeat or) 
this plan of emancipation. A short time siace, | 


other States, held a convention at Cleveland, at 


“union on the one side | 


dicted, as we see, that : 
i ; he other; he might have i 


would beget union on t 


the Free-Soilers of Ohio, and. i believe of several į 


which they adopted resolutions more objectionable 


Last summer he took another step, and | 


. o i 
The publication of |; 


with fitting politeness by several southern Senay; 
tors, myself included. Let me beg the honorable’. 
Senator to consider calmly all the facts which I 
have stated; to bear in mind the, harassment to 
which we have been subjected, the indignities in- 
flicted upon us, the injuries so fiercely threatened, 
i Ube horrors which are now clearly discerned in the 
| future, and then let him tell me if -hets not amazed 
‘at the meekness.and moderatioñ which has hereto- 
| fore marked the demeanor of southern Senators to~ 


ess 


| wards himself? Let him, I pray, not complain of 


! harshness or incivility, but be ready to acknowl- 
| edve the most wonderful instance of seif-restraint, 
‘amidst enormous wrongs and persecutions, that 
| the parliaméntary history of the republic has yet 
| afforded. . [hope that he will in future spare us all 

necessity for future complaint or censure. If the 

honorable Senator at all doubts the evil tendency 
| of his resolutions and speech, Í beseech him to 
| road a few of the northern papers. He willdind 
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that both ‘his speech and resolutions were repub- 
fighed with the warmest commendations, in all 
except a few of the ultra abolition papers, such as 
the Liberator of Garrison, whilst the honorable 
“Senator himself was most exorbitantly praised. | 
. Mr, DODGE, of lowa. Will the Senator from 
-Mississippi allow me to-interrupt him ? 
Mr. FOOTE. Certainly: 
<Mr DODGE. Mr. President, I. wish to ask 
the honorable Senator whether be had seen and. 
read the caustic article- im a late number of the 
New York Evening Post, over the signature of 
John Jay; the writer of which—a northern man, 
and evidently oné of no ordinary ability—takes 
up and argues the resolutions of the Senator from 
Kentucky [Mr. Cray] seriatim; pronounces them 
all pro-slavéry, and manifestly unjust to the North; 
scouting the idea that they should be accepted by 
that section of the Union as a compromise. Oflike 
tenor are many if not most of the comments that 
I have seen in the press. from the East, where 
the anti-slavery feeling is strongest. I confess, 
Mr. President, when I read these bitter animad- 
versions from the North and East upon what I re- 
gard as the patriotic exertions of the venerable Sen- 
ator from Kentacky.to pour oil upon the troubled 
waters, and Jisten here to the merciless denunci- 
ations which both he and his resolutions receive 
from my friend from Mississippi, I could not but 
feel. for the Senator from Kentucky a sympathy 
which nothing in his past history had awakened 
in me. . 
Mr. FOOTE. Yes, sir; I saw the letter of Mr. 
Jay, to which the honorable Senator from Towa 
refers. Tread it from beginning to end; and I ac- 
knowledge it.to be true that in this letter the hon- 
orable Senator from Kentucky is most discourte- 
ously, most bitterly, most mercilessly denounced. 
And heis thus denounced chiefly because of his 
resolution in regdrd to the recapture of fugitive 
slaves, and his remarks in support thereof. But 
this Mr. Jay is a single individual—he is evident- 
ly an Abolitionist of the most malignant stamp— 
and I should suppose him to be a man of but little 
influence over the minds of any not as infat- 
uated as himself on the subject of slavery. But, 
sir, what is the letter of Mr. Jay, I pray you, 
compared with the whole northern Whig and 
Free Sail press? To show how the speech of the 
honorable Senator from Kentucky stands approved 
bythe class of editors named, I will specify a 
single paper, and that shall be the Albany Evening 
Journal. This newpaper is edited by a gentieman 


i 
dent. 
from which T do not perceive that any profitable | 


tucky will himself be constrained to feel the weighty 
and impressive burden of self-condemnation, and 
lament in lasting sorrow his injudicious intermed- 
dling with questions, the ruthless agitation of 
which has awakened the most painful solicitude in 
the mind of every true patriot. 

Mr. CLAY. A word or two only, Mr. Presi- 
Ido not rise to prolong this discussion, 


results are likely to accrue. With respect to the 
honorable Senator from Mississippi having a right 
to commenton my publiéconduct and career, I have 
never doubted it; I have never complained of it. 
| I did complain that the honorable Senator should 
| describe the pgsition of myself in relation toanother 
Senator some days ago, and draw from our re- 
spective attitudes certain conclusions, 

Mr. FOOTE. “Will the honorable Senator bear 
with me fora moment? He will find in my printed 
| speech, now lying before me, that I did not ques- 
i tion his motives. 

Mr. CLAY. Iknow that. But will the Sena- 
tor tell me what sort of intention is implied, when 
one who is intimated tò have been animated by 


| and conferring with me; and how I, as a man of 
| honor, could listen to his language while making 
| such overtures. 

Mr. FOOTE. The Senator will recollect that I 
commended him for not permitting himself to be 
made use of in this way. [Laughter.] 

Mr. CLAY. I know the kindness of the hon- 
oxable Senator’s nature. I have had abundant 
evidence of it; and it would be extremely difficult 
for him to make me think otherwise than that in 
all the private relations of life at least he is as kind 


putit to him, in that spirit of moderation in which 
| he would address me. There was a Senator came 


| a matter between the Senator and myself,) and, 
leaning over the banister at the back of my chair, 
| we had a very long and interesting conversation 
| upon the most important topics of the day, in 
which there were many things said not necessary 
or proper now to repeat. Now, suppose that some 
northern man had watched the motions of the hon- 
orable Senator from Miss——ah! I beg pardon, 
I was just going to name him. [Laughter.} Does 
the honorable Senator allow me to refer to him? 
Mr. FOOTE. Unquestionably. Will the Sen- 
ator allow me simply to say that I have nothing 


somewhat celebrated in the country, known as 
Thurlow Weed, Esq. He is, as you well know, 
_Mr. President, another of the “ firm, unwavering 
friends” of the honorable Senator from the Em- | 
- pire State, (Mr. Sewann,} whose devotion to the 
Abolition cause is so weli known in the country, 
and who told us. all, a few weeks since, that he 
knew no distinction of colors or races; that. he 
respected and sympathized with=the black man as | 
strongly as he did with the white man, and who 
may be well recognized as the chief of the politico | 
abolition factionists of the North. The Albany 
Evening Journal is his acknowledged organ, the 
editor of which is a shrewd, intelligent, and acute 
. man, whose avowed object, as I believe, is to ele- 
vate the honorable Senator from New York to the 
Presidential office hereafter. Well, sir, this edi- 
tor-was extremely delighted with the speech and | 
resolutions of the honorable Senator from Ken- | 


tucky, and upon. their reception bestowed both |i 


upon themand their author the most unmeasured. 
encomiums. 
Senator from Kentucky whether these facts do not 
prove that the influence of his character and intel- 
lect has been exerted 
against the South at this crisis? 


the consequences of his acts here are too palpable 
to be denied. Sir, I lament this state of things 
most profoundly. I lament it, because I do now 
most seriously fear that the teachings of the hon- 
orable Senator have been so potential in encour- 


aging the enemies of southern rights in the North, | 


and in discouraging and paralyzing our friends 


there, (none of whom can safely concede more to | 


the South than is claimed for her by so distin- 
guished a slaveholding Senator as the gentieman 
from Kentucky,) that 1 greaily fear that all hope 
of perpetual adjustment and compromise is at an 
end. If this: should turn out to be the case, I ap- | 


prehend that the honorable Senator from Ken- | 


Now, sir, let me ask the honorable | 


with most deadly effect į 
t i I do not now |! 
speak of the honorable Senator’s intentions; but | 


| that no man in 


i to conceal; I wear my heart upon my sleeve; and 
if there was anything illicit in the language 1 used 

he is welcome to proclaim it. I happen to be a 
! man who would not be suspected of anything 


i) fraudful. 


| Mr. CLAY. I was about to say, sir, that the 
honorable Senator from Mississippi himself came 
to my seat this morning, and we had a very long 


ways and means of the delivery of our country 
from the difficulties which now surround it. Now, 
| Suppose that any northern or southern man, hav- 
| ing watched the movement of the honorable Sena- 
| tor in coming over to me, should rise in his place 
and impute motives which did not exist—make 
charges wholly unauthorized—would he not eon- 
ceive it improper? 

Mr. FOOTE. It would be very wrong. 

Mr. CLAY. 


|i between any two Senators in this body to become 
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gentleman has made to a letter of mine addressed | 


corrupt purposes—as was intimated with regard to | 
| the other Senator—is dealing with me, conversing | 


as any other Senator in this body. But, let me | 


to me this morning, (F will not tell whom—that is | 


and interesting conversation, and he spoke of the | 


Ts it not improper for the private | 


toa Free-soil Convention in Chio during the past 
: summer; that is all fair, and I shall state what the | 
contents of that letter were. I was invited te at- 
| tend the celebration of the anniversary of the pas- 
| sage of the ordinance of 1787; and 1 think I gave 


| 
a very delicate rebuke to the parties sending me an i 
invitation to the celebration of any such day. I; 
said that it was the first time the day had been | 
elebrated, although sixty years have elapsed 
nce the passage of that ordinance, I added, and 
I add here and everywhere, that not one of them, 
i the United States was more op- 
i posed than I wasto the introduction of slavery 
: into any of the new Territories of this country by 


i 
ii 
i 


| None, none whatever. 


positive enactments of law, and that I did not be- 
lieve there existed, under the present state of what 
I conceive to be the laws of Mexico, any right on 
the part of any individual to carry slaves there. 
‘| That is what was in the letter. 

The honorable Senator has chosen to go back 
i! for a term of fifty years. I do not know that there 
‘| is any great merit in wuiformity or consistency on 
|| the part of public servants. There is one advan- 
tage in it, which F will state. If a man is uniform 
in his conduct, it can always be inferred, if any 
new case or exigericy arises, where he will be; 
but if he is perpetually vacillating, no matter what 
may be'the motives for the change of his conduct, 
i| it is impossible to place him.. Although, as an 
| abstract truth, we may possibly allow that where 
aman honestly changes his opinion, it is from an 
internal Gonviction of the error of that opinion, the 
difficulty is in making mankind believe in his sin- 
cerity for having done it. I therefore think it is 
| better, as a general rule for public men, that they 
should never change their opinion unless on pal- 
pable evidence, which all mankind consider as 
plain. : 

I have made no change. From the earliest mo- 
ment when | could consider the institution of sla- 
very, | have held, and 1 have said, from that day 
|| down to the present, again and again, and I shall 
go to the grave with the opinion, that it isan evil, 
a social and political evil, and that it isa wrong as 
it respects those who are subject to the institution 
of slavery. These are my opinions. I quarrel 
with no man for holding contrary opinions; and 
it is perfectly true that in my own State, about 
this time last year, I addressed a letter to a friend 
in which I suggested these opinions, and sketched 
out what appeared to me ‘might be a practicable 
plan for the gradual emancipation of slavery in 
Kentucky. That letter I chose to put on record. I 
knew at the moment when | wrote that letter at 
New Orleans, as well as I know at this moment, 
that a majority of the people of Kentucky would 
not adopt my scheme, or probably any project 
whatever of gradual emancipation. Perfectly well 
did I know it; but, sir, I was anxious that, if any 
one of my posterity, or any Human being who 
comes after me, should have occasion to look into 
my sentiments and ascertain what they were on 
this great institution of slavery, to put them on 
record there; and ineffectual as ł saw the project 
would be, I felt it was a duty which I owed to 
myself, to truth, to my country, and to my God, 
to record my sentiments. The State of Kentucky 
ji has decided as 1 anticipated the State would do. 
T regret it, but I acquiesce in her decision. I wish 
it had been otherwise; but I acquiesce in it most 
cheerfully, and no man hereafter will see me making 
any efforts there, or anywhere else, to disturb the 
deliberate decision of the Commonwealth, made 
after full consideration. 

Now I really should be much indebted to the 
honorable Senator for the sympathy which he felt 
for me, in respect to the recent attack, which L be- 
| lieve has been in the newspaper which I think has 
been laid on the tables of all of us. But, sir, I de- 
sire the sympathy of no man—the forbearance of 
no man; I desire to escape from no responsibility 
of my public conduct on account of my age, or 
! for any other cause. J ask for none. [am in a 
peculiar situation, Mr. President, if you willailow 
| me to say so—without any earthly object of.am- 
bition before me; standing, as it were, upon the 
brink of eternity; separated to_a great extent from 
all the earthly ties which connect a mortal with 
his being during this transitory state. Jam here 
expecting soon to go hence, and owing no respon- 
sibility but that which I owe to my own con- 
science and to God. Ready to express my opin- 


i ions upon all and every subject, J am determined 


to do so, and no imputation, no threat, no menace, 
no application of awe or terror to me, will be avail- 
ing in restraining-me from expressing them, 
The honorable Senator, 
if he chooses, may deem me an Abolitionist. Be 
itso. Sir, if there is a well-abused man in this 
country—if I were to endeavor to find out the man 


above all others the most abused by Abolitionists, 


it is the humble individual who is now addressing 
you. The honorable Senator from Mississippi 
Goes not perhaps see these papers as E do; but 
they all pour out from their vials of wrath biuer- 
ness which is perfectly indescrible; and they put 
epithets into their papers, aecompanied with all 
the Billingsgate which they can employ, and, lest 
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1 should not see them, they invariably take occa- 
sion in these precious instances of traduction to 
send their papers to me. I -wish “the honorable 
Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Foorr] could 
have an opportunity of seeing some of them. 

Mr. CASS. lcan give the honorable Senator 
from Mississippi a bushel of them, if-he will take 
the pains to read them; and I must say that the 

_ honorable Senator from Kentucky is about the best- 
abused man in ail this Union, with perhaps but 
one exception. [Laughter.] 

Mr. CLAY. Now, sir, when I brought for- 
ward this proposition of mine, which is embraced 
in these resolutions, I intended, so help me God, 
to propose a plan of doing equal and impartial 
justice to the South and to the North, so faras I 
could comprehend it; and f think it does yet. But 
how has this effort been received by the ultraists? 
‘Why, at the North they cry out—and it is not 
that paper alone to which the honorable Senator 
from lowa [Mr. Dovee] refers, but many other 
papers also—they all cry out, ‘* Lt is all concession 
to the South.’ And, sir, what is the language in 
the South? They-say, ‘ It is all concession to the 
North.’ And I assure you, Mr. President, it has 
reconciled me very much to my poor efforts, to find 
that the ultraists, on the one hand and on the other, 
equally traduce the scheme I propose for conceding 
everything to their opponents. 

The honorable Senator from Mississippi says I 
have not spoken in such fervent language, on this 
occasion, as L did eleven years ago. Sir, I think I 
have employed as strong language as was suited to 
the: occasion, and the office Lam endeavoring to 
perform to both sections of the Union. Did I fail 
to reproach the North with a violation of consti- 
tutional duty with regard to fugitive slaves? Did 
I fail to go as far—further, perhaps, than any 
other Senator on this floor—to reproach her also, 
orto remind her, that this feeling was with her a 
sentiment of philanthropy and humanity only, 
while with us it was a feeling which involved the 
safety of our property,a question of life and death? 
But, sir, I will not take up the time of the Senate 
in further discussing this matter. The resolutions, 
and the speech with which I supported them, are 
both before the country, and of them the country 
must judge. But, sir, | would ask the honorable | 
Senator from Mississippi if he is conscious of the 
language which he used? He said, if I under- 
stood him aright, that when I addressed the Sen- 
ate on a former occasion, instead of adhering to 
the interests of the South, I had gone over to the 
ranks of the enemy. Enemies! Where have we 
enemies in this happy and glorious Confederacy ? 

Mr. FOOTE. Will the honorable Senator from 
Kentucky allow me to interrupt him for one in- 
stant? 

Mr. CLAY. Certainly. 

Mr. FOOTE. I certainly did not use such lan- 
guage; and I will say further, that if [ had done 
so, it would have been grossly discourteous. 
What I said was, that the honorable Senator from 
Kentucky had used language which was highly 
calculated to give moral aid and encouragement to 
our adversaries. 

Mr. CLAY. Well, sir, I am bound to take the | 
language as he says he used it, but I certainly did 
understand him, on one occasion, to say so; and 
I believe it was so understood by all around us. 
I dare say it was not intended. I merely meant | 
to say that 1 know no foes, no enemies, no oppo- | 
nents, either at the North orat the South. Icon- ji 
sider us all as one family, all as friends, all as 
brethren. I consider us ail as united in one com- 
mon destiny; and those efforts which I shall con~; 
tinue to employ will be to keep us together as one || 
family, in concord and harmony; and above all, to 
avoid that direful day when one part of the Union |; 
can speak of the other as an enemy. 

Mr. FOOTE. 1 must honestly declare that I 
will hold no alliance with Abolitionists with the j 
men who meet at Faneuil Hall and adopt resolu- | 
tions for the purpose of setting southern slaves at 
liberty. [do not recognize them as my brethren | 
or as fellow-citizens. {look upon them as incen- 
diaries, as unprincipled men, and as being only 
worthy of our reproach. While [am on the floor, 

I will say, that I have no doubt the honorable Sen- | 
ator from Kentucky has been denounced by the ij 
northern press; but, with the excepuon of the 


| 
i 
| now reproached fo 
j 


j sively: ) 
‘the table was made by a member from Georgia 
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| of his yielding too-much to our abolition enemies. 
The organ of the honorable Senator from. New 
York is fullof plaudits and commendations.. I said 
that the moral influence used by the honorable 
Senator from Kentucky was operating against the 
interests of the South, without his intending to 
produce the mischievous effects which are now 
arising from it. Sir, it is a fact connected with 
the history of the honorable Senator from Ken- 
tucky, that when the emancipationists of his State 
commenced their severe struggle,which was notun- 
marked with scenes of blood—i repeat it, sir, not 
unmarked with scenes of blood—they sent out a 
large number of printed documents for the purpose 
of upholding their cause, and among them was a 
speech of the honorable Senator from Kentucky, 
which was circulated in large numbers throughout 
the country free of all charge. The honorable Sen- 
ator puts himself to great, and, as I think, very 
unnecessary trouble to state, and to continue sta- 
ting, that: he will submit to no menace—that he 
will yield to no threat. I have not menaced the 
honorable Senator; I have not threatened him. 

Mr. CLAY. Oh no; I did not say so. 

Mr. FOOTE. That being understood, I will 
say no more. i 

Mr. BUTLER. I wish to make a few remarks 
upon this subject; and I think a regard to histori- 
cal truth requires that I should notice one remark 
that fell from the honorable Senator from Ken- 
tucky. Fle emphatically said, and repeated it more 
than once, that California having been abandoned 
to anarchy by Congress, it becomes the duty of 


irregularities and the circumstance of usurpation 
attached to her, into this Union, under what he 
calls a waiver of mere technicalities. Now, I put 
a question which I wish to go out with this de- 
bate. Who abandoned her? What portion of 
this Confederacy abandoned her? What mem- 
bers of this body refused to give her a govern- 
ment—sush a government as has been given to 
other Territories? When a bill was introduced 
here to provide that she should have a governor 
and judges, and a right to elect legislative councils, 
by whose votes was that bill defeated? By north- 
ern votes; and, I believe, by northern votes exclu- 
sively. When a compromise—known as the 
Clayton compromise—was introduced here, under 
circumstances which ought to have given to ita 
high consideration, by whose votes was that com- 
promise defeated? By northern votes; and, I be- 
lieve, by northern votes exclusively. Sir, when 
a gentleman offered—under what is known as the 
Walker amendment—to extend to that Territory 
the Constitution, and such of the fundamental 
laws as were applicable to the condition of Cali- 
fornia, who refused to give that measure their 
sanction? It was rejected by northera votes, and 
northern votes exclusively. When I say ‘‘ex- 
clusively by northern votes,” 1 mean that there 
were no southern votes on this floor against the 
measure before indicated; and justice requires me 
to say that there were some, but a few, honorable 
exceptions in the North. The Senator when he 
speaks of the inhabitants of that Territory being 
abandoned, must take it with this understanding, 
that southern people have heretofore been in favor 
of all the honorable compromises that have been 
proposed, throughout this controversy, and they 
were spurned under circumstances enough at least 
to mortify the pride of any people who have a 
just appreciation of their rights; and yet they are 
r their ultraism ! 

Mr. DICKINSON. I understand the honorable 
Senator from South Carolina to say that the com- 
promise was defeated by northern votes exclu- 
I wish to say that a motion to lay it upon 


| 
| 
H 
| 


[Mr. Srernens] in the other House. , 

Mr. BUTLER. Iwas speaking of this body. 

Mr. CLAY. I did not go into the question to 
say who is to blame for the condition in which 
California has been left. Idid not go into that. 
Very likely my friend from South arolina may 
be right in charging the blame upon the section 
which he has. But whether it be the North or 
the South who is in fault, the fact was what I 
have stated; and that fact was the abandonment. 
Mr. BUTLER. I but wished to give the true 


Garrison presses, and those of a similar character, | 
I think the denunciations chiefly come from the | 


sound Democratic press of the North, on account |! 


complexion of the history of the time. And what 
does the North do now? Why, she wishes to 
take advantage of her own wrong. After Cali- 


fornia has given her security for the Wilmot pro- 


Congress at this time to adopt her, with all the | 


j 


; technicality. 
| power may b 


i fornia is presented before us as a 


viso, she. is willing to adopt. California, and not 
before. She is. willing to waive all objections of» 
constitutional considerations, and.to adoptà usur 
pation. But, sir, I remember the debates: th: 
took place upon this floor too well during the ct 
sideration of that treaty, and‘the exciting discus~ 
sions which.took place afterwards; and I marked ` 
those who denounced California most,-and:who.in- 
dicated the remotest period when she should conie 
into this Union. Such suggestions mainly camie 
from northern gentlemen, and were acquiesced. in: 
by some of the. southern Senators.. Now, they 
overlook all such considerations, and are recon- 
ciled now to what then would have been consid- 
ered a violation of the Constitution. A people, of 
all others, whose situation requires to be assim- 
ilated to Anglo-Saxon institution, aliens, and 
strangers, are to be paid, because they have ac~ 
commodated themselves under a duresse of seventy: 
votes, to take this Constitution; for, my word-upon 
it, if they had come here without that article ex- 
cluding slavery, you would have found northern 
Senators denouncing the whole proceeding as mon- 
strous and offensive. A free constitution without 
prohibition would have been opposed as yield- 
ing to the South too much. i must be- per- 
mitted to say, that while the honorable Senator 
from Kentucky may not have intended his prop- 
osition to have been a compromise, with a view. 
to accommodate northern sentiment, it has -had 
that effect, and has been adopted at the North, 
with remarkable unanimity, as the basis of the final 
settlement of the slavery question; and well it may. 
His resolutions assert, what cannot be denied to 
the South, and recognize all that the North ever 
contended for. Under such circumstances, the 
one may well be quiet, while the other cannot and 
ought not to deserve reproach for manifesting a 
natural sensibility under an exhausted patience. 
Southern gentlemen have spoken freely, and will 
continue so to speak. ‘*Those that have ears to 
hear, let them heat.’ Let not such trust to the 
deaf and the blind who cannot see the destiny be- 
fore them. The resolutions referred to are not 
adapted to the danger of the crisis. I contend that 
the course of northern politicians left California to 
struggle for herself; and now that California, like 
a tired seaman, has reached the bank, these politi- 
cians have held out the hand of patronage. Such 
a tortuous and contradictory course may be sus- 
tained by the power of a majority, but should de- 
rive no sanction from justice and honor. 1 would 
not use the language of irritation or exasperation, 
for it can exert no good influence, in any aspect of 
the subject; but it may-be surely allowable to use, 
language that may repel reproach; and when it is, 
the language of truth, let it strike those who: de- 
serve it. Itis not using terms too strong to say 
that political majorities have no other law, in effect, 
but that of selfish expediency; and it is under that ` 
Jaw that usurpation finds a sanction; and it is ùn- 
der the same law that one portion of this Confed- 
eracy has become unjust antagonists to another 
If the stronger party give character to the history 
of this contest, it will be by throwing odium: on 
the weaker party. Their very complaints will be 
taunted as unworthy. Jt seems to me that there 
is a disposition to fix the fault on them for the 
consequences growing out of the acts of others. 
Those who speak for the North in language of 
extenuation have the press to sustain them and to 
misrepresent the motives of the other party. What 
man who stands up for the rights of the South is 
praised in any newspaper north of Mason and 
Dixon’s line? Not even in Washington have they 
the support of the press. When the usurpation of 
the inhabitants is spoken of and exposed, itis: 
said that we interpose technical objections. To. 
insist that it is the province of Congress to take 
the census, to assign boundaries, and .to’ organize 
a government under which the people of California, 
like the inhabitants of other territories, might 
claim a right to be admitted into the-Union, we are 
reproached of availing ourselves of narrow techni- 
calities. Itis in the power of a mere majority to 
make any provision of- the Constitution a mere: 
All impediments tn the way of 
e looked on as feeble technicalities, 
Sir, there is a fascination in success that will de- 
lude sometimes the strongest minds. Here Cali- 
young State, in- 
vested with all the interests of success in forming 
her. own constitution; and when itis replied that it 
is by usurpation and a breach in the Constitution 
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that she has made her way to our doors for ad: | 
mission, we are told that we shouid overlook these 
things as /pardonable irreguiarities—that, broad 
views of policy alone should regulate our conduct. 
The provisions of the Constitution are to be over- 
leaped, under the suggestions of a broad and lib- | 
eral policy. I sincerely wish that California had 
‘been pit under a territorial government. I do not 
say that under such a government she could now | 
have claim to be admitted; but I do not know that 
her-acts of self-government should place her ina 
-better situation’ than she would have been under a 
territorial government. If she has been aban- 
doned heretofore, it has been by those who re- 
fused to extend to her the Constitution of the 
United States and other fundamental laws. [| 
have always been willing to give this. protec- 
tion; but it has been heretofore refused, for 
fear. of “giving the South some advantage in 
the issue. 

“Mr. HAMLIN. I move that the further con- 
sideration of the subject be postponed till Monday 
next, 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I rise, Mr. President, 
to defend myself as a northern man from the ac- | 
éusations of the gentleman from South Carolina, | 
(Mr. Burter.] [ have to say that, as a northern 
man, or rather as a Senator from a free State, T 
have invariably voted, without flinching or hesi- 
tation, for every proposition that has shown itself 
within these walls having for its object govern- 
ment and law for the people of California. I 
voted, with but five others, for the bill so ably and 
zealously urged by the Senator from Tennessee, 
[Mr. Bert.] I voted with and sustained my 
friend and neighbor from Ilinois [Mr. Doveras] in 
his almost superhuman efforts at the last session 
to give government, whether State, Territorial, or 
Executive, to our meritorious, but much neglect- 
ed fellow-citizens on the Pacific coast. F stood up 
and: voted for the amendment of my friend from 


Wisconsin, (Mr. Waxker,] long after the eleventh || 


ör twelfth hour, on the night of the 3d of March 


last, by „which the ægis of our constitution and | 


laws was to be extended to the people of Califor. 
nia. The gentleman from South Carolina, and 
those who act with him, were then willing to en- 
‘trast the President with the power to appoint all 
Officers, of every: name and grade, in and over 
California. No fear of military power or Execu- 
tive usurpation then troubled him or them; but 
now the President is assailed in no very measured 
terms for his conduct in reference to California. 
Now, sir, when the sovereign people have acted, 
and have prohibited slavery in their constitution, 
their admission, as a State into this Union, is to be 
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tween the extremes of: the Union, as one who, 
although opposed to slavery, has heretofore always 


anxiously hoped that some fair settlement or com- 
| promise of this matter might be -agreed upon. 
have: therefore looked with favor upon the resolu- 
tions of the Senator from Kentucky, and have 
hoped that they might form the basis of some 
happy measure that would restore good feeling in 
Congress, and enable us to transact the important 
business-affairs of the people for which we were 
sent here. Sir, I do not, I cannot regard the ad- 
mission of California as a triumph over. any sec- 
tion of the Union, nor do I think it should be so 
esteemed by any one. Why, sir, upon almost 
every question of governmental policy—barring 
the question of slavery—which divides the people 
of this country, South- Carolina and Towa agree. 
We certainly do upon the great questions of tariff 
taxation, the currency and others. And, so help 
me God, if the people of California had sent their 
constitution here without anything said in it about 
slavery, I should have voted for it, if it had been 
the last act of my life. I have ever believed that 
they had the right to decide this question of slavery 
for themselves, and I believe they have decided it 
in accordance with the public and almost universal 
sentiment among them. Above all, I believe the 
men whom they have sent here will adhere to the 
| compromises of the Constitution, and will vote soas 
| to save the Union from the hand of incendiarism. 
| I know those gentlemen. F welcome them with the 
right hand of friendship, because | believe they are 
patriots, true Americans, and devoted to the union 
of these States. Why, Mr. President, I am utter- 
ly lost in amazement when I hear gentlemen get 
i| up here and declare that the South has been ex- 
eluded from all participation or influence in the 
formation of the government of California. No, 
sir, no; shehas not. Task the gentleman if South 
Carolina has not been favored and honored by the 
people of this young State? She has, sir, hon- 
ored a cherished son of hers, and one for whom 
she has shown her regard in time past—John C; 
Frémont, a man who, though young in years, 
and unaided by adventitious circumstances, has 
earned for himself, by his talents, by his une- 
qualied enterprise, by his courage and conduct 
under the severest trials to which human nature 
can be subjected, a reputation wide as the re- 
public of letters. His colleague, Dr. William 
M. Gwin, from Mississippi,is a gentleman of ac- 
knowledged talents, who if more distinguished 
for one political tenet than another, during his 
many years of active participation in the politics 
of the State whence he emigrated, it was for his 


j 
i 


opposed on the grounds that improper influences 
have been brought to bear upon them to effect this 
result. 

The mission to California of Hon. T. Butler 
King, of Georgia, figures largely in this discus- 
gion, and other matters are lugged in, to try and | 
‘show that the people of California have formed 
their government under some sort of military du- 
ress. Sir, it is a grave accusation, and those who 
make or hint it, if they believe it to be true, ought 


i 
| 
i 


` politically, there would be no reason to apprehend 
thathe would be treated with undue leniency. The 
charge is a criminal one, and if made, should be 
boldly made and accompanied by actionin theright 
quarter. Fdo not believe it. Edo not think that any | 
power short of God could influence, by dictation, 


such u community as that constituting a majority of |) 


the peopie of California, F have not a shadow of 


doubt that the constitution which they have pre- | 
senied us is their own spontaneous work, the em- 


bo 


iment of their own sovereign will. Sir, as aj 


d 


i deeply regret the course taken by | 
ion to tne admission of Califor 
ion of slavery has been 
by that tribunal fror 


overnment, there is no 


i 
i 


appeal, ever 
humble judgment, to acquiesce. 

“Tip Presa t fI} aw th sentimens sf th 

Mir. President, if E know the sentiments of the 
State which I in part represent, and my own, Lam 

. + . yE . $ 
quite certain that we are not fanatical on this vexed | 
question of slavery; that we are not for infri 
upon the rights of the people of any of the Sta 


Sit; as a middle man, standing as { thought be- 


| 


H ogr 
immediately to move an impeachment of Zachary |! 
Taylor in ihe House of Representatives; and asa || 
majority of that body and this are opposed to him j| 


‘| 
| 


e whole Union, and the Constitution in | 


e Union ought, in my i 


if 
i| gard to another remark, it is scarcely necessary | 


|| devotion to the doctrines and opinions of the dis- 


tinguished Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. 


| 
f 


CarLnogn.}) Governor Burnett, whose recent no- 
ble message reflects sd much honor both upon 


f 
to his present high position, was an emigrant 
from Missouri, and a native of Tennessee, where, 
and in North Carolina, his ancestors have proba- 
| bly been patriarchal slave-owners ever Since ne- 
‘oes were brought to this continent. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. And the Secretary of State 
is also, Į learn, from a slave State. 


Me. DODGE. Yes, and f have been told a 


j 


ii large majority of their officers. Sir, lam consoled 


with the sincere belief that when I vote to admit 
California I am strengthening the bonds of the 


i Union; that her representatives will be conserva- 


tive in everything that relates to the preservation 
of our present happy form of government. They 
are as good men,and perhaps more deserving, than 


| many who now hold seats in the other, or even in 


this branch of Congress. I look for good service 
| and harmonious coöperation from them in the set- 
tlement of all our difficulties. 

Mr. BUTLER. I only stated that- when I 
| spoke of its having been defeated by the northern 
| votes, I spoke of the territorial bill. I must say 
that the honorable Senator from lowa came into 
the measure. When I spoke of its being defeated, 
| I said ** mainly by the North,’’ because there were 
exceptions. They were defeated by a preponder- 
ance on that side. That was enough for me; at 
least the votes were that way. Then, with re- 


i 


that I should say anything; for I paid a compli 
ment to those gentlemen the other day, that, so | 


| far as their personal character is concerned, I can 


rely upon them perfectly. 


opposed the’ miscalled Wilmot proviso, I have | 


r 


himself and the people by whom he was elevated | 


‘Mr. HALE. I rise at this ‘stage of the pro- 
ceedings, not for the purposé of octupying the 
attention of the Senate, but to answer a question 
which has been asked by the Senator from South 
Carolina. He says he wants the question to go 
out with this debate, and I want the answer to go 
out also. He says that we defeated the admission 
of California last session of Congress. Now, the 
answer that I want to go out with this question is, 
that during both sessions of the last Congress the 
House of Representatives passed bills providing a 
territorial government for the people of California, 
both of which were defeated upon this floor, be- 
cause the Senate would not consent to have any 
territorial government in California, unless it left 
open the door to slavery. -That is the history of 
it. Tam not 

Mr. FOOTE. Will the honorable Senator from 
New Hampshire allow me to remind him that he is 
deeply wrovging his friend from New York, (Mr, 
Sewarp,}] who notoriously claimed, in a certain 
letter of his, sometime ago commented upon here, 
that he alone defeated the measure in question, and 
that before he had gained a seat among ‘us? 

Mr. HALE. Ido not know to whom the hon- 
orable Senator from Mississippi alludes; at any 
rate, I leave my friend to take care of himself, and 
the truth of history to take care of itself. 

Mr. FOOTE. Will the honorable Senator give 
way for a moment. ; 

Mr. HALE. No, I cannot give way. Before 
I sit down I want to say one word to the honora- 
ble Senator from Mississippi. I do say that l join 
the honorable Senator from Kentucky in protest- 
ing most earnestly 

Mr. FOOTE. Do you join him? 

Mr. HALE. Yes, [join him in this matter; 
and that is, in protesting most earnestly against 
these inferences being drawn from the social inter- 
course which may take place here, because, being 
of a social temperament myself, and somewhat in 
the habit of talking to my neighbors around me, 
if such a rule as this is to be adopted, 1 shall my- 
self be suspected of fanaticism. [Laughter.] 

Mr. FOOTE, Mr. President, I will only make 
asingle remark. I differ with the honorable Sen- 
ator who has just addressed the Chair. Icare not 
who may watch my movements; I care not who 
watches everything 1 do; for, having “mens 
conscia sibi recti,” I shall feel perfectiy indifferent 
to all wrong interpretations. f am not surprised, 
though, that the honorable Senator should dislike 
to be watched; but I intend to watch him notwith- 
standing. [Laughter.] i 

Mr. HAMLIN then moved that the further 
consideration of this subject be postponed until 
Monday next. 

The question being taken, it was decided in the 
afirmative. 

Mr. DICKINSON Iwill make one remark, 
which I think will be agreeable to both sides of 
the house. . I move that the Senate do now ad- 
1 journ. 

The question was taken, and the Senate ad- 
journed. f 


i 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, February 21, 1850, 


The Journal of yesterday was readand approved. 
Mr. BURT rose and addressed a remark to the 
| Speaker, of which the reporter scarcely heard a 
word; but ils purport was understood to be, that 
yesterday a number of reports from committees 
were prevented from being received by a motion 
that the House resolve itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. He now 
rose to insist on the regular order of business. 
The SPEAKER thereupon proceeded to call the 
committees for 


REPORTS. 
On motion by Mr. SAWTELLE, the Commit- 
| tee on Revolutionary Claims was discharged from 
„the further consideration of the memorial of sun- 
dry citizens of Westmoreland county, Pennsylva- 
nia, for the relief of the surviving officers and sol- 
diers of the late war with Great Britain, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

On motion by Mr. B., the same committee was 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
petition of Susan Yarn, the widow of John Yarn, 
and it.was referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions 

On motion by Mr. S., the same committee was 


1850. 


„at 


discharged from the memorial of the ‘Tegal ‘repré- j 
sentative of John Jackson, and it was referred to 
th® Committee on Naval Affaits. 6° + 

Mr. Goopenow, from the Committee on Revo- | 
jutionary Claims, reported a “bill for the relief of 
the heirs of Joshua Eddy, deceased; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole,and made the order of the 
day for to-morrow, and the bill, and report ac- 
compan ying; ordered tö be printed. 4 

‘Gn mation by Mr. GOODENOW, the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims was discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of 
Joseph Cartér, for a pension for his services 
during the revolutionary war, and it was referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, from the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims, reported the fol- 
lowing bills; which were severally read twice by 
their titles referred to the Committee of the Whole, 
and made the order of the day for to-morrow, viz: 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Larkin 
Smith; and 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Lieutenant 
Bartlett Hinds. 

Mr. MORSE, from the Committee on Priyate 
Land Claims, made an adverse report on the peti- 
tion of Marcus Spaulding; which was ordered to. 
die on the table and be printed. 

BOUNTY LANDS. 

Mr. MORSE, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill to authorize certain 
persons entitled to bounty land to dispose of the 
same by testament. 

The bill having been read twice by its title— 

Mr. MORSE asked that it be put upon its third 

- geading. 

‘The bill having been read through— 

Mr. MORSE urged at some length the propri- 
ety of passing this act, inasmuch as there were 
now before the Committee on Private Land Claims | 
a large number of cases, wherein persons entitled 
to bounty lands, having no forced heirs within the 
meaning of the act, have disposed of their land by 
testament, and he desired an expression of the | 
sense of the House upon the principle. 

if the House would pass the bill, it would re-: 
lieve the committee from much labor and investi- 
gation, and, by adopting the principle, it would en- 
able the Commissioner of the Land Office to apply 
the law to the particular cases. When the bill for 
yaising the additional military force was undergo- 
ing discussion, it was then urged that the soldiers 
should have the right to dispose of their land; but 
it was thought at that time that it would be best to 
prohibit them from disposing of it, lest they might 
falt victims to the rapacity of sharpers who would 
prey upon their appetites and their necessities. 

If there was any force in the argument at that 
time, it has ceased to exist at the present time. 
Probably before this, all those heirs of soldiers 
have received the land, and it is now the desire of 
the committee to enable the soldiers who have re- 
ceived kindnesses from strangers to pay not only 
a debt of gratitude, but a real debt. ‘The first sec- 
tion of this bill enables the soldiers to dispose of, 
for the future, the bounty land to which they are 
entitled, The second section provides that where 
this bounty land has been disposed of by testa- 
ment, the disposition shall be held a good and a 
valid transfer of said land, any act to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

This bill does not call for any appropriation 
from the ‘Treasury, but only changes the mode 
of disposing of the land, and he trusted that the 
House would not commit the bill, but pass it now. 

Mr. BURT expressed his regret that he felt 
himself obliged to oppose the motion made by his 
honorable fitend from Louisiana—and his opinion 
that the reasons assigned by the gentleman for that 
motion were insufficient. Our laws bestowing 
bounty lands upon the lineal deseendants of sol- 
diers, went one step further than his friend from 
Louisiana supposed, and gave the right to bounty 
lands to the father, mother, brothers and sisters of 
the deceased soldier. He well remembered that 
when the act was under consideration ‘in this 
House, it was the policy of Congress not Lo per- 
mit those who stood in a more remote degree of. 
relationship to the soldier to take the bounty pro- 
vided for him by this Government. 


rk 
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It must be ij 


obvious to the House, that this bill, if it became a 
law, would totally repeal these humane and benev- 


| olent provisions of law which gives bounty lands! 
|| to. an aged mother’ or an aged father, a sister or a’ 


| of the soldier. 


' referred to and explained the provisions of the bill. 


| South Carolina, and go to the Committee of the 


| committee, wherein it i 


| granting bounty lands provi 


| in their last sickness. 


brother—to those for whom the soldier was under’ 
some obligation to provides and it would’ enable 
the soldier, at his caprice, to deprive these near į 
relatives of the bounty which it had been the pol- 
icy of oir laws to give them in case of the decease 
of the soldier himself. š 

He submitted that if there was great merit in 
some of the cases referred to by the gentleman 
from Louisiana, [Mr. Monrse,] these cases had 
better be presented to the Fouse upon their par- 
ticular merits and become the subject of special 
legistation. i 

He concluded by moving to refer the bill to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. CARTER inquired if the bill was suscepti- 
ble to amendment at this time? 

The SPEAKER. Not at this time—pending 
the motion to refer to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CARTER appealed to Mr. Burt to with- 
draw his motion to refer, to enable him [Mr. C.} 
to move an amendment, pledging himself to re- 
new the motion, > 

Mr. BURT accordingly withdrew the motion. 

Mr. CARTER moved to amend the bill by in- 
serting before the word ‘testament” the words 
“the last will and.” 

He very briefly explained that the object of his 
amendment was to confine the transfer by the sol- 
dier to his expiring act and to prevent the repeal, 
which the bill as it now stood would effect, of for- 
mer provisions of law preventing the plundering 


. 


He renewed the motion to refer the billjto the 
Commitice of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. VINTON inquired of Mr. Morse, whether 
the bill was confined to those cases where the sol- 


dier had no heirs? j 


Mr. MORSE replied that it was not; and briefly | 


Mr. VINTON said, he was not prepared to say 
he would vote against the bill; p 
ought not to be acted upon by the House without 
deliberation. He hoped, therefore, that it would | 
take the direction proposed by the gentleman from | 


Whole on the state of the Union; and that when 
they came to act upon it it. would be fully dis- 
cussed. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Ilinois, said that, as a mem- | 
ber of the Committee on Private Land Claims, he 
wished to say a few words in favor of the passage 
of this bill. There are numerous cases before the 
s shown that soldiers, bro- 
ken down by disease or crippled by wounds, have 
returned from Mexico, and have been’ humanely 
and carefully nursed by friends, and even stran- 
gers, and who have finally died of disease there 
contracted, or wounds received, and who before 
their death, supposing they had a right so to do, | 
have devised their right and title to their bounty | 
lands to those who had been their nurses and 
guardians in their last sickness. Some of them, 
at the time of their death, had fathers or mothers, 
wives or children, or those kindred whom the law | 


bat he thought it |) battle could not pass by devise his 
|: to bounty land; but, co instanti the breath was out 


“raise for a limited time an additional military ‘force; 
“and for other purposes,’ may dispose of their rig 


ht 
‘tothe same by last will and testament, made 
“conformity with thelaws ofany: State or Tet 
t tory where the same shall be executed, 7) = 
The second ‘section provides “hatin default oF 
t such heirs as are Created forced heirs by the éforésatd’ 
t acl; any lestament só made previous lo the passage of, 
t this act, shall be deeméd a good and sufficientlrangfer 
‘of all right and title to lind granted by the provistons 
of the act approved the eleventh day of February, 
©4847.” Coop intii 
_The bill guards against the disturbance-of any 
rights to bounty land where the certificates -have 
been issued. Where they have not been issued, 
and where there are no such heirs as the law con 
templates, the bill provides that in such cases det 
vises heretofore made shall be valid and effective. 
From the number of cases occurring, and before 
the committee, they are anxious for an expression 
of the opinion of the House on this question. if 
it goes into the Committee of the Whole, I fear 
that it will never be reached; and if itis, eventually, 
the committee in the meantime must continue their 
labors in the examination of cases, and in making 
reports to’ the House; all of which would: be ‘use~" 
less should the House finally pass ‘this bill—the 
justness of which I believe no member ‘will 
seriously question, ; $ 
Mr. MARSHALL said: I perceive no propriety: 
in delaying the passage of this bill, by referring it 
to the Committee of the: Whole, to take place at 
the foot of the calendar where it may: never be 
reached. The principle of the bill extends to the 
soldier a privilege which is enjoyed by every citi- 
zen—that of passing real estate by last will and 
testament—no more. ltis said by the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Vinton] that we should be cau- 
tious not to interfere with the rights of pröperty, 
and therefore should take time to look to pecu- 
liarities which may exist in this bill. The gentle- 
man need entertain no apprehension of any ruse 
under the verbiage of the bill. We cannot inter- 
| fere by legislation with rights already vested under 
the law. A volunteer who has died or fallen, in 
equitable claim 


i of his body, the right to the land vested in his 
| heirs in the order of legal succession, No law 
| can retrouct so as to divest the tile and pass it to 
| a devisee. But there is a class of cases, not pro- 
| vided for by existing law, which the committee of 
which Lam a member designed to reach by this 
i bill. That class consists of soldiers who‘have no 
| heirs within the limitations provided by the acts 
| heretofore passed. Many such have, in ignorance: 
of the law, already devised their. claims; and ‘their 
devisees are petitioning Congress to-day to give 
these devisees effect. Isit not just that they should: 
be permittéd to dispose of theirclaims? You of- 
fered to the citizen the land bounty for his military 
service. Take a case: A and B fall side by sidé 
in battle. A has children, ora mother, or brothers 
and sisters; these obtain his Jand. B has neither: 
brother, nor mother, nor kindred within the legal 
degree living. He hada kiad uncle who protected 
his orphanage and extended to him the care of a 
parent, and his dying wish turned to that bene- 
factor of his youth as the object on which he de- 


desired to confer all he left on earth. Your law 


des shall succeed to |i 
Idier; and some of |! 
|| law just? 


igi 
H 


the rights of the deceased so 
them had no such kindred living. 

In the first case, although. they had such kin- 
dred, yet they deemed it but just that those wh 
had so kindiy cared for them, and had watche 
by their sick bed, and would smooth their dying |. 
pillows, should receive this little bounty—their last 


| and the only gift in their power, to remunerate, in |. 


enses incurred in their behalf | 
and the care and kindness bestowed upon them. į 
Such a disposition isin harmony with the generous | 
spirits of our gallant soldiers who gathered such | 
a harvest of glory for their country and for them- 
selves on the fields of Mexico. i 

In the other case, when the soldier had none of | 
those kindred whom the law now provides shall | 
succeed to the rights of the soldier, many instances : 
have occurred where, by will, claims to bounty | 


land have been devised, out of feelings of gratitude | 
for the kindness bestowed and expense Incurred | 


some degree, the exp 


The first section of the proposed bill provides | 
that “the soldiers entitled to bounty lands under | 


‘the ninth section of the act entitled * n act ‘to 


‘already used, the tas 


i| retúrn tò the United States. 


stops the exercise of this proper desire. Is that 
We think not, and attempt by this bill 
y the Government has pursued. 
I might multiply illustrations of the principle we 
would enforce and the want of principle we would 
supply; but if the mind has grasped that I have 
k would be useless con- 
sumption of your time. We think the gentleman 
h Carolina (Mr. Burr] is mistaken, in 
f the legislature which passed the laws 
Fle supposes the bounty was de= 
f the soldier. We think 
it was designed for the soldier himself; and we do 
not perceive a good reason for the interference of 
Government to prevent him from disposing of his 
property according to his pleasure any more tnan 
exists for preventing other citizens from. the exer- 
cise of the same power. For instance, A and. B 
having served in the war, having escaped death 
he perils of battle, or the effect of climate, 
A flies to the pension 
procures his land warrant and his patent. 
devise his land then to whom he thinks 

B- has rested upon his rights, or from 


to rectify the polic 


i from Sout 
| the view o 
| in question. 
signed for the families o 
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some cause has been delayed in the -procurement 
of his patent, . Should he have no heirs, and die. 
before.the patent issues, ought his claim to be lost 
emirely? Under existing laws it would be. 1 
wil] not consume more time. My opinion is, and || 
my desire is, that you shall pass the bill without 
délay,.and therefore shall refuse to refer. 

Mr. BURT. briefly replied to Mr. MARSHALL, 
further, explaining and vindicating the policy. of 
the existing bounty land law as designed to pro- 
tect the soldier and. prevent others from obtaining 
from him while under the influence of his appe- 
tites or necessities, fora mere sous, the bounty of 
the Government, > : : 

_ He opposed present action upon the bill, and in- 
sisted upon his motion to refer it to the Committee 

_ of the Whole on the state of. the Union, which, 
he said, he believed precluded debate upon the 
merits of the bill. ; 

The. question was taken by tellers, [Messrs. 
Flay and Richarpson,] and decided in the affima- 
tive—ayes 76, noes 45. 

So the bill was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

.Mr. ANDERSON, from the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims, made an adverse report on the 
petition of James Crawford; which was ordered 
to lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. MORSE inquired if it were in order to 
make the bill the special. order? 

The SPEAKER said, only by unanimous con- 
sent. 

[Mr. Wiison declined to vote, stating that he 
had paired off with his colleague, Mr. Hisparp.] 


HOMESTEADS. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, asked leave to 
make a report from the Committee on Public Ex- 
penditures, (that committee having heretofore been 
called.) 

‘Leave having been granted, 

‘Mr. JOHNSON introduced a bill of the follow- 
ing title: A bill to provide a homestead of 160 
acres of the public domain to every man who is 
the head of a family and citizen of the United 
States, or every widow who is the mother of a 
minor child or children, who may become perma- 
nent occupants or cultivators of the soil. 

“The bill was read a first time by its title. 

Mr. VINTON rose and objected. He submit- 
ted that the Commitee on Public Expenditures 
had no right to report a bill to dispose of the pub- 
lic lands. If it had that right, the Committee on 
Public Lands might as well be abolished. 

Mr. CARTER inquired of the Chair if the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vinton] was in order? 

The SPEAKER said, that the question was one 
for the House to decide. The Chair could not 
decide it, 

Mr. TOOMBS seconded the objection raised by 
the gentleman from Ohio, (Bar. Vinton,] and also 
urged the propriety and necessity of confining the 
committees of the House to their appropriate 
duties. É 

Mr. JOHNSON proceeded to remark that the 
proposition involved a question of public expedi- 
ency, and was, therefore, properly within the 
range of duties prescribed to the Committee on 
Public Expenditures, when 

Mr. WHITE rose to a question of order. He 
submitted whether it was in order to debate a re- 
port which had been made by unanimous consent. 

The SPEAKER said this report had been made 
by unanimous consent, but that when before the 
Elouse, it was precisely in the same position as if 
it had been made in the regular call of the com- 
mittees. = 

Mr. BURT inquired whether the bill had been 
read twice? He had only heard it read once. 

The SPEAKER said it had been read once 
only. 

Mr. BURT then submitted, as a point of order, 
that debate was out of order; and that the bill must 
be twice read before debate could arise upon it. 
When it had been twice read, then, with great 
respect to the gentleman from Tennessee, {Mr. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


then made the point of. order, that this subject 
was not within the jurisdiction of the Committee 
on Public Lands, and objected-to receiving the re- 
pert. The Chair had then stated that it was for 
the House and not for the Chair to decide whether 
the subject was within. the jurisdiction of the 
committee. The Chair considered that asthe now 
pending question—whether the bill should be re- 
ceived asa repart from the Committee on Public Ex- 
penditures. That question must be decided under 
the rules of the House. The committees had charge 
of certain matters referred to them by the rules, and 
of matters referred to them by the House. Their 
jurisdiction was limited to these two points; and 
the House must decide, in view of them, whether 
the report should be received or not. 

Mr. BURT, (to the Speaker.) Was not the 
gentleman permitted to rise and make the report ? 

The SPEAKER assented. i 

Mr. BURT. The House received the report, 
and Í submit that no debate can arise until after 
the bill shall have had its second reading. After 
the second reading, I shall move its reference to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman would be 
right in his point of order, but for the interven- 
tion of the objection of the gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Vinton] to the reception of the bill. The 
unanimous consent under which the bill was re- 


ceived puts it upon the same ground as if it had | 


been presented in the regular call. It is for the 
House to decide whether or not it will receive the 
report, 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee [Mr. Jounsown] either had or had not leave 
to make the report. If he had leave, the objection 
cannot be enforced. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not entertain 


the point of order of the gentleman from Ohio as | 


being to the point, that the report should not be 
received. The objection of the gentleman does 
not go to that point. But the leave having been 
granted, the gentleman from Tennessee obtained it 
only for the purpose of making a report, which 
would have been a legitimate report from that 
committee, if it had been called. The gentleman 
having made the report, the gentleman from Ohio 
raised the objection, that such a report could not 


be legitimately made from that committee.’ And | 


this question the Chair submitted to the decision 
of the House. : 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, rose to a point 
of order. 
whether. there was nota matter that the Chair 
must decide, and not leave for the House to deter- 
mine. The question was a novel onc it was true, 
and the interest he felt in the correct settlement of 
it had no reference at all either to the character or 
merits of the bill reported frém the Committee on 
Public Expenditures by the chairman. That bill 
might be a good one; he had not inquired into its 
details; but the question now under consideration 
is, whether it can be brought before the House in 
this way. Can any committee of this House 
report a bill on any subject which is not referred 


to them, either by the general orders of the House ! 
set forth in the House, or by some special order | 


of the House? He submitted to the Chair wheth- 
ure upon any subject, which is not thus devolved 
on them by therules of the House, or some special 
order. By the rules of the House the general du- 


penditures are enumerated and set forth in the 89th | 


Rule, which is in the following words: 


89. It shall be the duty of the Committee on Public Ex- 
penditures to examine into the state of the severaj public 


departments, and particularly into laws making appropria- | 


tions of money, and to report whether the moneys have 


been disbursed couformably with such laws; and also to re- ; 
port, from time to time, such proivsions and arrangements + 


as may be necessary to add to the economy of the depart- 
ments and the accountability of their officers. 


Now, under this rule, certainly that committee 


could not pretend to claim and take jurisdiction | 


over the matter embraced in the bill the chairman 


parliamentary proceedings, and. that is, whether 
any one of the standing committees of this House 
has power to originate and report bills upon amy 
subject which has not been either generally or 
specially referred to them? This is certainly an 
| important principle, and should be promptly and 
correctly settled; and it must be decided by the~ 
Chair just as similar cases touching the introduc- 
tion of bills are decided. Bills can be introduced 
j in three ways only. ist. By general or unanimous 
consent; 2d. By leave of the House after notice 
given; 3d. By or through a iegitimate report of a 
committee. Ifa bill is offered in any other way, it 
is for the Chair to decide that its reception is out 
of order. 

Mr. HOUSTON said it was evident that the 
| gentleman from Ohio who.rajsed the question, hud 
| raised it as a question of order. If it was any 
question at all, it was, as the gentleman from 
ii Georgia [Mr. Srernens] had stated. a question of 
| order. And as it was the duty of the Chair to 
| preserve order, it was the province of the Speaker 
|| to decide this question in the first instance. 

The SPEAKER. That is the point raised by 
thegentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Srernens.] The 
Chair in the first place desires to hear the ground 
upon which the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
Jonnson] puts this bill as a report from the Com- 
mittee on Expenditures? 
| Mr, JOHNSON proceeded to argue that the re- 
| port fell legitimately within the scope and range of 
the duties of the Committee on Public Expendi- 


I| Mr. DUER objected to further debate. 


He said he submitted to the Chair | 


| tures, as laid down by the rule, and even upon the 
| principle asserted by the gentleman from Georgia, 
[Mr. SrepHens.] 

Mr. J. read the rule, and was proceeding with 
| his remarks, when— 
' Mr. DUER rose to a question of order. He 
| submitted that this debate was not in order. 
| The SPEAKER said it was not legitimately in 
order, but the Chair had indulged it because the 
| House had acquiesced. “There was an important 
| principle involved in the question, but if debate 
was objected to, it must be arrested. 

If the 


il Chair would decide the question [Mr. D. said} 
i| an appeal could be taken, and then, if debate was 
|i in order, it could proceed. . 

i| The SPEAKER. lt was clear to the Chair, at 
|| the outset of this matter, that tae House should 
|; decide whether it would receive the report or not. 
|! The only difficulty with the Chair was, how this 
question was to be prerented—in what form. Upon 
ii reflection the Chair is of opinion that itis for him 
to decide whether or not the report is on a subject 
| legitimately within the jurisdiction of the Com- 
| mittee on Public Expenditures; and that the 
| House, upon appeal, can decide whether or not 
i| the report shall be received. This is the only 
|| parliamentary mode which presents itself to the 
ii mind of the Chair. It being the duty of the Chair 
ito decide, it is his opinion that the report made 
ji by the Committee on Expenditures is not a report 
i| on a subject referred to them by the rules or by the 
action of the Flouse. 

Mr. JOHNSON appealed from the decision, and 
| was about to make some remarks. 
| The SPEAKER stated that the a 
| debatable. 

i Mr. JOHNSON. How can the House decide 
ii upon the character of a bill when its contents have 
never been read? 

The SPEAKER. The provisions of the bill 
‘must conform to the title of the bill, and the title 
‘| has been read. But the entire bill can be read if 
|| the ELouse should so decide. 

Objections were made. 

The question, ‘Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the House?” was then 
taken and decided in the affirmative: without a 
i| division. 

So the decision of the Chair was affirmed. 
And the bill was not received. 


THE BIRTH-DAY. 
Mr. THOMAS, as a tribute of respect to the 


ppeal was not 


it 
it 


aa par a a OAR i | birth-day of George Washington, moved that 
HiS o kat the subject-matter embraced in the i Me BARRE ORE ee an 
| bill under their consideration, with authority to | ONGI ; i 
repart Rs sucli Special order of the House been H E CON RER, disked the yess eal nays, Which 
given: so, let it be shown. He took it for |! nee 
granted that none such had been passed. And il Andine monon was agresa o 
hence the question is narrowed down to a single i THE PRESIDENT S MESSAGE. 

On motion of Mr. RICHARDSON, the House 


principle of very grave and great importance in i 


Jounson,] he (Mr. B.) should move that the bill 
be referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
The SPEAKER said that, so far as his expe- 
rience extended, the question was a novel one. 
When the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Jonn- 
son] had reported the bill, it was read by its title, 
thus informing members of the character of the 
bill: The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vinton] |] 


1850.. 


resolved itself into Committee of the -Whole on; 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Bovn,-of Kentucky, 
inethe chair,) and resumed the consideration of 
the resolutions referring to the appropriate com- 
rnittees the several subjects embraced in the atinual 
message.of the President, $ ; aka 

Mr. BISSELL obtained the floor, and occupied 
it for an hour, in defending the North against the 
charge of aggression upon. southern rights and in- 
terexis. He maintained the reverse, insisting that | 
the free States, although. they had the power to 
prevent it, had permitted, since the. organization 
of the present Government, the admission into the 
Union of nine slave States to eight free States— 
had assented in the acquisition of Texas, and-her 
reception into the Union with a territory equal in 
extent to six.of the largest of the old slave States, 
He expressed his determination to maintain, at all 
hazards, the union of the States. [The speech will 
be found in the Appendix.]} 

Mr. BISSELL having concluded— 

Mr. WINTHROP obtained the floor, but yield- 
ed for a moment to f : 

Mr. FEATHERSTON, who said that, at as 
early a date as possible, he should submit some |; 
remarks on the part which the Mississippi, as well 
as other regiments, had taken in the events to 
which réference had been made. And he would 
make such statements and submit such facts as 
were sustained by the reports of the commanding 
officers and by the record. 

Mr. SEDDON desired the floor for a few mo- 
ments. 

Mr. WINTHROP declined to yield, remarking i 
that he did not expect to occupy the whole of the 
hour, and that the gentleman could then have an 
opportunity of making his remarks. | 

Mr. WINTHROP then addressed the commit- || 
tee, chiefly in vindication of himself from assaults || 
made upon him in various quarters, and incident- 
ally in explanation of the principles by which his 
course would be governed in relation to the one 
great question now before the country. The re- 
marks of Mr. Winturop, of which a report will 
be given hereafter, were twice responded to by 
very emphatic marks of approbation from the | 
House and the galleries. [His speech will be | 
found in the Appendix.] 

Mr. WINTHROP having concluded— i 

Mr. MILLSON, of Virginia, obtained the floor, | 
but yielded for a few moments to 

Mr. ROOT, who said: | had not the pleasure of 
hearing all the speech of the honorable member from 
Massachusetts, (Mr. WiNTHROP,) but from what 
I did hear of it, | suppose he. had, before I en- 
tered the hall, been charging me with doing what 
he has done—dodging.. That I have sometimes 
been absent when important votes have been | 
taken, I do not deny. And who has not? Itis 
impossible for a member of this House to be 
always present, when it is in session, and yet 
attend to his other duties. But, sir, 1 defy that 
member to point to a single instance in which | 
have done, as he admits he did, dodge. At the 
close of the last session, I did refuse to vote on the 
resolution tendering the thanks of the House to | 
him. 1 did not think he had been impartial, and 
yet knowing his constitutional infirmity and pre- 
disposition to favor swell heads, I thought he 
could not help it. But that resolution was no part 
of our business; it was a mere compliment which 
I thought undeserved, and, therefore, would not 
give. And yet I had no wish to wound the gen- 
tleman’s feelings. A 

L rejoice that doughfacery has found a voice. 
Now that it has screwed its courage up to the 
speaking point, we may reasonably hope it will 
come up to the voting point ere long. , 

I thank the geneman from Virginia for his 
courtesy. * 

Mr. MILLSON then took the floor; but, after 
a few prefatory remarks, yielded to a motion that 
the committee rise. . N 

The motion having prevailed, the committee 
rose and reported. 

Mr. BAYLY madea motion that the House do 
now adjourn; but withdrew it at the request of | 

Mr. HILLIARD, who expressed to the House 
a wish that they would take up and consider a 
bill from the Senate, now lying upen the Speaker s 
table, intended to relieve the bondsmen in the case 
of the steam vessel of war built in New York city 


i 


| United States was at peace. 


<== 


violate our neutrality laws:, | 

Objection was made by several gentlemen; and 
A motion was made to adjourn; which was put 
and decided in the negative. Then, 

On motion, the House proceeded to the consid- 
eration of the business on the Speaker’s table. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the State Department, transmitting, 
in obedience to the act of the 20th April, 1818, ana 
resolution of the 13th January, 1846, a list of the 
clerks employed in that department during the 
year 1849, the rate of compensation, &c.; 

Also, a communication from the Department of 


alluded.to. given, that she would not be used-to 


| State, transmitting a statement of the manner in 


which the contingent fund of that department had 
been expended; and showing the disbursements out 


| of the several funds under the control of that de- 


partment; which communications were severally 
read; and, 

On the motion of Mr. BAYLY, referred to ‘the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

Also, a communication from the War Depart- 
ment, transmitting, in compliance with the resolu- 
tion of the House of the 6th instant, a communi- 
cation from the’Topographical Bureau, covering a 
copy of the report and maps of Lieutenant J. H. 
Simpson, of tke corps of Topographical! Engineers 
of the route from Fort Smith, Arkansas, to Santa 
Fé, in New Mexico; which, ë 

On motion of Mr. BURT, was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs and ordered to be 
printed. 

SENATE BILLS. 


The joint resolution for the relief of John 
Hogan, coming up in order, was read twice by its 
tie and referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

The act for the relief of Conrad W. Tabler, 
Leopold Bierwirth, and Theodore Victor, was read 
by its title with a view to reference. 

Mr. HILLIARD asked that the bill be read a 
third tire and put upon its passage 

After some remarks of a conversational charac- 
ter, in which several members participated — 

Mr. WOODWARD, of the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, explained the nature of the bill. 
He stated that the subject had been before the 
committee, and that although they differed as to 


i the views of the,report he had prepared, yet they 


were unanimously in favor of cancelling these 
bonds, which it was the purpose of tbis bill to can- 
cel. The committee had unanimously instructed 


| him to say, when this bill came before the House 


for considerauen, that they recommended its pas- 
sage. Mr. W.then fully explained the circum- 


| stances of the purchase. of the war steamer by the 


agents of the Germanic Empire, of its detention 
by the American Government, and the nature of 
the bonds entered into Ly the gentlemen named 
in the bill, that the vessel should not be used as a 
vessel of war against any power with which the 
The bonds were 
such, that although the causes which then existed 
to render them at all neccessary had passed away; 


| yet, unless they were cancelled, the vessel could 
| never be used for the purposes of war under any 
| circumstances which might hereafter arise. 


He 
expressed a wish that the bill be put upon its pas- 
sage. 
Mr. HALL expressed some objections to hasty 
action on the bill. He was not fully satisfied, if 
the bonds were unconditionally cancelled, that the 
parties might not hereafter bring in a claim against 
the United States for damages for the detention, 

Mr. McCLERNAND said, he believed the 
bill had been passed in the Senate by a unanimous 
vote. Its subject had received the careful consider- 
ation of the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the 
House, and it was but due to his friend from 
South Carolina [Mr. Woopwarp] to say, that he 
had prepared a very able and elaborate report upon 
the subject, which he was ready to submit. 
Mr. McC. hoped it would be submitted, in order 
that it might be preserved as a valuable public 
document—it exhibited our neutral rights and 
obligations in a very interesting light. 

The bill is based upon the memorial of Con- 


| rad W. Fabier and Leopold W. Bierwirth, of 


the city of New York; who represent that they, 


| together with one Theodore Victor and William 


for the Germanic Empire, which vessel had been 
detained by this Government, and the bonds 


Wedding, as agent for the German Empire, exe- 


cuted. the two. bonds :as stated in the bill—condi. 
tioned that the war steamer United States, sold b 
the petitioners; and to be delivered to. thé agen 
i the German Empire at the port ‘of Bremerhaven; 

in Germany, should. not be used tò cruise ‘or co 
mit hostilities against Denmark; in the Schleswi 
Holstein war, oF against: any other ‘country 
peace with the United States.” ‘The ‘petitioners 


fully kept. : : 
The explanation is briefly this: The Holstein- 
Schleswig war broke out in the spring of 1848; to 
which Denmark and the German Enypire became 
parties and principals, On the 26th of August fols 
lowing the armistice of Malmée was signed, and. 
the war was not renewed until the first of March, 
1849. - In the previous month of February, during 
the pendency of the armistice, the war steamer in 
question was purchased upon the condition stated, 
in the harbor of New York, where, with the pèr- 
mission of the Executive authority of the Govern- 
| ment, measures were taken to fit her out as a war 
steamer. In the meantime, (March Ist,) as we 
have already seen, the war was renewed, and the 
Executive directed the collector of customs at New. 
i York to detain the vessel unul security should be’ 
i given that she should not be used to .violdte our 
| neutrality. Accordingly the bonds in question 
were executed, with the penalty each of $600,000; 
Since the war has been suspended a second imes, 
by the armistice signed on the 10th of July, 1849, 
with a preliminary projet.of peace, after the. im- 
portant battle of Ecker,drde. The vessel has been 
delivered, according to contract, at the port of 
Bremerhaven; and ample proof is furmshed, Ly 
numerous depositions, mahy of them by Ameri- 
ean citizens, th t-she has not been ‘used in‘ viola- 
tion of our neutrality: The reason which prompted 
the Executive to require the bond has ceased to 
exist—the bond itself bas performed its ofice—it 
is functus officio, and may be very properly and 
safely cancelled, Unless it be cancelled, the 
steamer must be in a manner worthless to her 
owner, as she cannot be used in any war now or 
hereafter against any .nation at peace with the 
United States, without a forfeiture of the penalry, 
which is certainly neither desirable nor required 
by our neutrality. ‘If the bond be invalid, then 
for that reason there can be no objection to its, 
cancellation. As an act of courtesy, too, to her 
German minister, Baron Roénne, who was just 
retiring home, there was a motive for passing it 
without delay. aa 
At this time the call for the previous question 
became general, and Mr. McC. submitted. that” 
motion. am ` gt 
The previous question received a second; and. 
the question then being, *¢ Shall the main question: 
be now put?” it was determined in the affirma- 
tive. 
The bill was then read the third time,-when, 
On the motion of Mr. BILLIARD, and under 
the operation of the previous question, it was 
finally passed. : 
On motion, the House then adjourned till Mon- 
day next. 


NOTICE OF A BILL, 

Mr. GREEN gave notice that on to-morrow, or on some 
subsequnt day, he would ask leave to introduce a bill lo au- 
thorize the relinquistinent of school lands in certain Caves, 
and the selection of ot hers inticu thereof. 


PETITIONS, &e. 

The following memorials, petitions, &c., were. 
presented under the rule, and referred to the ap~: 
propriate committees, viz: ty eed 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: A petition from citizens of. 
Chicago, for the free navigation of the river St. Lawrener, 

Also, from citizens of La Salle county for. We same pur- 
pose. i ; 

Also, from citizens of Chicago for two-cent postage. 

Also, from citizens of La Salle county for the same pur- 


SE. 

Poy Mr. SCHENCK: The petition of 144 citizens residing 

at and near the harbor. of Cunningkam’s Creek, in Ohio, 

praying for an appropriation for compicling aud repairitg 
ic works at that points 

EN BALE AWAY: The petition of Wiliam R. Har- 

per and 69 others, praying for cheap postage. 

By Mr. CONGER: The prtitious of 300 citizens of Au- 
burn, New York, for the reduction of po. tage 10 two ceuts 
per half ounce on prepaid letters. i 

Also, of 56 citizens of Cayuga and Seneca counties, 
. New York, for the same purpose, and to abolish the pauk- 
ing privilege. ; 

z Mr. SCHERMERHORN: Concurrent resolutions 
of the Legislature of the Stato of New York on the abo 


; also represent the vessel has not been so.used, and | 
that the conditions of the bonds have. been faith=. 


THE CONG! 


ESSLONAL GLOB 


E. Feb. 21, 


Vion ‘of slavery in the District of Columbia, and against | 
thé extension of slavery into-free Territories. © 

: By Mr: UNDERHILL: The petition of Seth, Fish and 49 
others; citizens of the city of New York, praying Congress 
tu reduce the rate of postage to two cents per half ounce 
on prepaid letters. ; , 

-< By Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania : A memorial of | 
OR8 citizens of Pennsylvania and New York, for a mail 
route from. North East, in Pennsylvania via Greenfield 
Pennsylvania, Mercer, New York, to intersect the Erie and 
Jamestown route at or near Orlando Durkee’s, in Chatauque 
comity, New York. a oe ths 

"Also, three memorials of citizens af Pennsylvania, fora, 
mait route from Jettersburg, Clearfield county, via Paxata-— 
way, Snucksburg, and Rural Village, to Kittannay, in the 
State of Pennsylvania. - £ : 

* Also, two petitions of citizens of Pennsylvania for a mail 
route from ‘Titusville, Crawford county, Pennsylvania, to 
Columbus, Warren county, Pennsylvania, via Rome, Spar- 
tà anad Eldred. 

«Also, iwo petitions of citizens of Pennsylvania, for a | 
Wail route from- Emberton-and Clarion, for a mail route to 
Taunton Village, in Pennsylvania. 

‘Also, a memorial, signed by D. B. Long, and 70 other 
eitizens of Clarion county, Pennsylvania, praying for an al- 
terarion of the existing tariff laws. 

By Mr. WILMOT -` a petition, signed by 35 citizens of 
Susquehanna.county, Pennsylvania, asking for a reduction | 
inthe rates of postage. 

By Mr. ALEXANDER: the petition of 244 citizens of 
Florida, Montgomery county, New York, praying Congress į 
to establish a uniform rate of postage, not to exceed one | 
eent on newspapers, and two cents on each prepaid letter 
of half an ounce, for ali distances, and for other correspoud- 
ing reforms, 

By Mr. TAYLOR: The petition of Col. James S. Swear- 
ingen, Col. John McDonald, and W. Marshall Anderson, 
for himself and other heirs of the late Duncan McArthur, 
Brigadier General of United States Army, praying Congress 
to grant them so much of the public lands for services per- 
formed by. them, and those they represent, in the war of 1812 
and 7J3, as may be right and proper. 

By Mr. SEDDON: ‘Lhe petition of the heirs and distribu- 
tors of Col. Wim. Wilson, for commutation of half pay. 

By Mr.POTTER: The petition of Andew Burns and 
others, cilizens of Wood county, Oho, for the survey of 
certain public lands in Lucas and Ottawa counties. 

By Mr. SAWTELLE: The petition of Jeremiah Ireland, 
of Skowhegan, in’ the county of Somerset, and State of 
Maine, praying remuneration for injuries received in the 
tast war with Great Britain. 

Also, the petition of William D. Gould and 112 others, 
citizens of Norridgewock, in the State of Maine, for cheap 

ostage, 

i By Mr. DURKEE: The petition of citizens of Southport, 

Wisconsin, for the reduction of letter postage to a uniform 

rafe of two cents on each letter, 

Also, another petition of citizens of the same place, on the 
game subject. 

Also, the petition of R. O. Brown and 35 others, citizens 
of Burlington, Wisconsin, asking Cangress to reduce letter 
postage to a uniform rate of two cents each, : 


$ 


> Also, the. petition of the merchants and business men of 


EBikhorn, Wisconsin, praying the reduction of postage on 
letters to n uniform, rate of two cents for each half ounce. 

Also, the petition of citizens of the northwestern valley 
of the Lakes, asking for the free navigation of the St. Law- 
rence. 

By Mr. BRIGGS: The resolution of the Legislature of 
the State of New York, in favor of establishing a bwanch of 
the mint of the United States in the city of New York. 

By Mr. FOWLER: The petition of Jolin L. Noyes and i 
23 others, citizens of Providence, Rhode Island, for a reduc- 
tion of postage to two cents on prepaid letters. 

By Mr. SEDDON: The petition of the heirs and distribu- 
tors of Colonel Wiliain Nelson, for commutation of half | 

ay. 

E By Mr. TAYLOR: The petition of Colonel James S. 
Swearingen, Colonel John MeDonald, and W. Marshall An- 
derson, for bimsesf and other heirs of the late Duncan Me- 
Arthur, Brigadier General, in United States Army, praying 
Congress to grant them so much of the public lands, for 
services performed by them, and those whom they represent, 
in the war of 1812 and 1813, as may be rightand proper. ` 

By Mr. BURROWS: Concurrent resolutions of the Senate 
and Assembly of the State of New York, in favor of the} 
passage zot a law establishing a mint in the City of New 

ork. 

Also, the petition of Peter Saxe and 67 others, citizens of 
Yates; Orleans county, New York, asking Congress to es- 
tablish the rate of postage on prepaid letters at two cents 
per half ounce. 

Also, the petition of the officers, teachers and students of | 
Yates Academy, Orleans county, New York, asking Con- 
gress to reduce the rate of postage on prepaid letters. 

By Mr. CLEVELAND: The petition of citizens of Thomp- 
son, Connecticut, for reduction of postage: OF citizens of 
Kitingly, Connecticut, for the same object. | 

By Mr. JOHN A. KING: The petition of the inhabitants | 
of Oysterbay, New York, in favor of two cents prepaid 
postage on letters, and for the abolition of the franking | 
privilege. 

t 


j 


i 
i 
Ji 


By Mr. GRINNELL: The petition of J. H. Goodrich aud | 
33 other, of Hancock, Massachusetts, in favor of estab- 
lishing the rates of postage on prepaid letters at two cents 
per half ounce. 


IN SENATE. 


referred to the Committee 


| Pennsylvania, asking that the rates of postage 


| others, of Baltimore, engaged in the manufacture | 


| mittee on the Judiciary. 


i that Congress take early measures for the adoption 


| sick; which was referred to the select committee 
| on the subject. 


on the Territories, and 
ordered to be printed. fas RERS : 
~ Mr. DICKINSON presented a memorial of D. 
Hartwell Carvers, asking of Congress the confirm- 
ation of his title to a large tract of land, one hun- 
dred miles in every direction from the Fails of St. | 
Anthony, on the Mississippi, purchased by his 
grandfather of the Indians before the revolutionary 
war, and now-in the Territory of Minnesota, the 
title confirmed. and. the deed recorded at London, 
in the Plantation Office, in: the year 1768; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. 

Mr. JONES presented a petition numerously 
signed, ashe said, by some of the most respectable 
citizens of Keokuk, in lowa, urging on Congress 
the passage of a law reducing the rates of postage 
to two cents on all prepaid letters of one half 
ounce; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. j 

Mr. STURGEON presented a petition, numer- 
ously signed by citizens of New Jersey and 


may be reduced to two cents on all prepaid letters 
not exceeding half an ounce; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. . 

Mr. DOUGLAS presented the memorial of Ed- | 
ward Everett, of Illinois, asking an appropriation | 
for testing certain improvements which he claims | 
to have made in the modes of constructing and 
working telegraphs. The memorialist sets forth, 
among other advantages of his system, that a 
much greater amount of intelligence can be trans- 
mitted through the same wire in a given time; that 
an individual can learn to operate in a very short 
time, when compared with the great practice ne- | 
cessary to attain the requisite skill to transmit in- |} 
telligence with facility by the means now used, | 
thus diminishing the liability to error, each letter | 
being formed by mechanical means with an accu- | 
racy difficult of obtainment by the hand alone; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Also, a memorial signed by 250 citizens of Hli- 
nois, asking that the public lands may be granted 
in limited quantities to actual settlers not possessed 
of other lands; which was referred to the Con- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. FELCH presented a petition of citizens of 
the United States, residing in the valley of the 
Northwestern Lakes, asking the adoption of 
measures for securing the right to the navigation 
of the St. Lawrence river; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. PRATT presented the memorial of the 
legal representatives of William Jamesville, asking 
compensation for property destroyed by the ene- 
my during the last war with Great Britain ; which 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Also, a petition from Ephraim Larrabee and 


| 
| 
| 


of shoe lasts, asking that the patent right under 
which they manufacture, may be protected from 
foreign violation; which was referred to the Com- 


Also, a memorial from Seth Adams, of Zanes- 
ville, Ohio, who says he is now 83 years of age, | 
and was among the earliest settlers in Ohio, be- | 


spoliations by the French prior to 1800, and urging | 


of the same, as hope’ deferred, maketh the heart | 
i 


Also, a petition of the faculty and students of 
Franklin College, Ohio; two petitions from citi- 
zens of Lehigh county, Ohio; and two petitions 
from citizens of Licking county, Pennsylvania, | 
asking a reduction of the rates of postage; which 
were severally referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. COOPER presented a petition of citizens 
of Pennsylvania, interested in the manufacture of |} 
iron, asking an increase of duties on foreign iron; 


Tuurspay, February 21, 1850. 

Mr. SEWARD presented the joint resolutions 
of-the Legislature of the State of New York, in 
favor of the establishment of a branch mint in the | 
city of New York, which were read and laid on 
the table. 

+ Also, the joint resolutions of the Legislature on fF 
slavery and kindred subjects; which were read, || 


which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Also, a petition from citizens of Pennsylvania, 
asking a reduction of the rates of postage; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BRADBURY, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which was referred the memorial of | 


Walter Colton, a chaplain in the navy, asking 
compensation for services rendered and expenses 
incurred under certain appointments in California, 
submitted a report, which was ordered to be 
printed, accompanied by a bill to make compensa- 
tion to Walter Colton, which was read and passed 
to a second reading. i 

Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which were referred the documents in 
relation to the claim of Francis B. Stockton, for 
allowance of expense incurred in going to Lon- 
don by order of thé commanding officer; made an 
adverse report on the same; which was ordered to 
be printed. 

Also, from the same committee to which were 
referred the documents in relation to the claim of 
Purser Francis B. Stockton, for the allowance of 


i expenses of a ball given on board the United 
| States frigate St. Lawrence, made an adverse re- 


port on the same; which was ordered to be 
printed. j E 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the memorial of Margaret Carmick, widow 
of Major Carmick, late of the United States marine 
corps, submitted an adverse report on the same; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

INCREASE OF THE COMMISSARIAT DEPART- 
MENT. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, to which was referred so 
much of the President’s message as relates to mil- 
itary affairs, reported a bill to increase the com- 
missariat of the United States army; which was 
read, 

Mr. D. asked that the bill might be read a sec- 
ond time; and the bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That there be added to the Subsistence 
Department four commissaries of subsistence, with the 
rank of eaptain, to be taken from the jine of the army. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Mr. President, I 
ask the unanimous consent of the Senate to the 
passage of this bill at this time. 1 will merely 
state that I have a letter from the Secretary of 
War, and one from the Commissary General, both 
of whom approve the bill. I will read these let- 
ters, as they will explain the case better than I can 
do it otherwise. The letter of the Commissary 
General states that— 


“The addition of Oregon, California, Santa Fé, and 
Texas to our territory, compels me to ask an increase of the 
number of officers in the Subsistence Department. Each of 
these military commands requires the presence of the Com- 
missariat, and from no point occupied by my officers can 
one be spared for these duties. 

“ During the past year I was compelled to ask the detail, 
for duty under my orders, of several officers of experience 
from the line of thearmy. The necessity for such assistance 
is of a permanent character, and I would therefore respect- 
fully ask that there be added to the Subsistence Departinent 
four Commissaries of Subsistence, with the rank of captain, 
to he taken from the line of the army.?? 


The letter from the Secretary of War accompa- 
| nies this, and recommends to the favorable -con- 
sideration of the Committee on Military Affairs 
the report from the Commissary General of Sub- 
sistence, setting forth the necessity for an increase 
of the number of officers in this department, and 
asking the addition thereto of four commissaries 
of Subsistence. i 

I will state that the four officers which it is pro- 


| 
| 
{ 


1} i posed. to add will be taken from the line of th 
fore it was a State, asking to be indemnified for i 4 Slin the 


i 


army. Officers are now employed by detail in the 
performance of this duty, and it is proposed to 
transfer to that department officers of the staff, by 
which companies will be discharged from the ser- 
vice by detail, and have their full complement of 
officers in the line of the army. It adds no officers; 
but, by the transfer of officers to this department, 
there will be a promotion of supernumerary 
officers to the places made vacant by the transfer. 


| Lhope the bill may have the unanimous. consent 
| to its consideration. 


Mr. HALE. I object. 

Objection being made, the bill was not further 
acted upon. 

BILL INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 

Mr. FOOTE, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill to amend an act 
entitled “ An act to establish the territorial gov- 
ernment of Oregon,” and ‘ An act to establish the 
territorial government of Minnesota; which was 
read a first and second time by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


JAPAN AND THE ORIENTAL NATIONS. 
Mr. HAMLIN moved to take up the resolutions 


1850. 


submitted by him on the 16th ultimo; ‘which ‘me- 
tion was agreed to, and the ‘resolutions were read, 
as follows: j ; aes 


Resolved, That the Secretary. of. State be. requested: to 
communicate to the Senate such information or particulars 
as may have come to his‘knowledge, respecting the deten- 
tion, imprisonment, and barbarons-treatment, by the Japan-. 
ese Imperial and Provincial authorities, of Americar seamen 
who have the misfortune to be shipwrecked on_the coast 
of Japan, and its dependencies, which are now frequented 
by a large American’whaling fleet in the peaceful pursuit of 
their lawful enterprise. ¿s> ee 

Resolved, That the Secretary of. State be. also requested 
to communicate. to thé Senate such recent and reliable in- 
forination; in the possession of the Department of State,’as 
relates to the Independent Oriental nations, and their- capa- 
bilities -for a profitajie American commerce; and that he 
report on the expediency of the appointment of a special 
diplomatic agent or commissioner of the United States, to | 
be vested with authority, to open amicable relations and 
make commercial treaties with te sovereigns of those 
nations, | 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State. be further request- 
ed to report to the Senate whether the treaty between the 
United States and his Majesty the King of Siam, of the 20th 
March, 1833, has not been violated by the King, in the mo- 
nopoly by his majesty of the trade in several of the staple 
products of that country, and which may require the juter- 
vention of our Government in orderto place our commercial 
intercourse with that kingdom, abounding in all the ele- 
ments of a: profitable commerce, upon a proper footing, and 
stipulate for the residence of a United States Consul at 
Baukok for the protection of American citizens and their 
lawful commerce in Siam. 


Mr. HALE. I want to inquire of the honora- 
. ble Senator from Maine if this resolution does not 

ask the opinion of the Secretary of State about the 
propriety of establishing a diplomatic agent at Ja- 
pan? i 

Mr. HAMLIN. Itsimply calls for facts which 
he has in his possession. 

Mr. HALE. We have had this subject before 
us many years. It strikes me that there are ob- 
jections to the language of a part of the resolutions. 

Mr. KING. T moveto strike out that portion 
of the second resolution which requires the Secre- 
tary of State to repòrt on the expediency of estab- 
lishing a special diplomatic agency at Japan. 

The amendment was agreed to, and other mod- 
ifications were made which that amendment ren- 
dered necessary, and then the resolutions as 
amended were adopted. 


RESCUE OF THE CALEB GRIMSHAW. ` 


Mr. SEWARD moved to take up the following 
resolution, submitted by him on the 24th ultimo, 
which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instruct- 
ed to inquire and report concerning the propriety of giving 
to Captain David Cook, of the British barque Sarah, some 
suitable token of the approbation of Congress of his gallant, 
and humane conduct in rescuing the passengers, officers, 
‘and crew of the American ship Caleb Grimshaw, destroyed 
by fire on the Atlantie ocean, and bringing them in safety to 
the port of New York. 


Mr. Sewarp modified his resolution by changing 
the committee from the Committee on Commerce 
to the Committeé on Foreign Relations; and, as, 
modified, it was adopted. 


RESOLUTION. 


Mr. FELCH moved that the Senate take up the 
resolution submitted by him on the 30th ultimo. 
which motion having been agreed to, it was adopt- 
ed, as follows: = 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of causing to be pre- 
pared and printed a collection of the official instructions, of 
a general character, which have been issued from lime to 
time relative to the disposal and sale of the public lands, to- | 
gether with the official opinions of the Attorney Gerteral on į 
questions arising under the tand Jaws, and a compilation of 
the Spanish laws and regulations for the sale and donation | 
of land, so far as the same apply to territory now owned by į 
the United States. 


memorial of Caleb Green, clerk of the district 
3 court of western Louisiana; the adverse teport 
from the Committee on Naval Affairs on the mé- 
morial of George Hervey, vn behalf of the owners 
and consignees of the British ship James Mitchell; 
the adverse report from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations on the memorial of Abigail Shaler Still- 
well; and the adverse report from the Committee 
on. Printing on the memorial of Wendell & Van 
pera were severally taken up and concur- 
red in. ; 


INDIAN TITLES IN OREGON. 


On motion by Mr. ATCHISON, the Senate 
took up the bill authorizing the negotiation of 
treaties with the Indian tribes in the Territory of 
Oregon, for the extinguishment of their claims to 
| lands lying west of the Cascade Mountains, and 
for other purposes. / 

Mr. BELL moved to fill the blank in the sixth 
section with the sum of $25,000, as the amount to 
be appropriated to carry into effect the provisions 
of the act. 

Mr. DICKINSON. Will the Senator explain 
the operation of the bill? ` 

Mr. BELL. ‘The Senate will observe that the 
tract of country lying west of the Cascade Moun- 
tains, and extending down to the Pacific coast, is 
in itself a very extensive country, extending from 
42 to 49 degrees of latitude, and of various wdths. 
The whole of this extensive tract of country is in- 
habited by numerous Indian tribes, many of them 
very smail in numbers, but others more extensive 
—some of them having two, three, and four hun- 
dred warriors. There are scattered over the coun- 
try some ten or twelve tribes. The knowledge'we 
possess upon this subject is not very accurate, 
being derived mainly from the observations made 
by those who have resided temporarily—some of 
them for two or three years—within the Terri- 
tory. i J 

The precise locality of these numerous tribes is 
not known. There are many small tribes that 
live principally by fishing, others in part by hunt- 
ing, others subsist in part on the supplies which 
have been received heretofore from the Hudson’s 
Bay Company in the course of their trade. Some 
| of them, as you are aware, are of a peaceable dis- 
| position, acquired by long habit and intercourse 
with the American and British traders, principally 
| the British. Others of them are wild and fierce 

in their temper and dispositions, requiring a good 
deal of discretion and prudence in their manage- 
ment, 

One or other of these tribes lying west of the 
Cascade Mountains sets up a claim to every por- 
tion of the territory. The inhabitants complain 
that they have been there several years, and com- 
pelled by necessity to make improvements and 
form settlements, yet not one of them can say that 
he has a perfect title to an inch of the soil he oc- 
cupies. It is indispensable, therefore, that the 
question of Indian titles should be settled in some 
way or other. : 

This bill provides that the President shall ap- 
point one or more commissioners, who, | hope, 
will be gentlemen of sound discretion, of business 
habits, and acquainted with the Indian character, 
and the interests and policy of the Government in 
| relation to the Indians. The bill provides that 
| they shall form treaties at their discretion, and if 
they find it practicable, that they shall remove all 
these small tribes east of the Cascade Mountains, 
and leave the whole of this most desirable portion 
of the territory open to the white settlers from 

ADVERSE REPORTS. i| the States, and to the possession of the inhabitants 

The VICE PRESIDENT stated that there | now there, on the best terms which they can pro- 
were sundry adverse reports upon the Secretary’s || cure. If they find that impracticable, they are 7 
table. í : remove such portion of the tribes as they can, an 

Mr. DICKINSON moved that they be taken |; procure the accession of territory as xieopively 
ap for consideration; which motion was agreed to. |, as they may, on such terms as they may think 

The adverse reports from the Committee on || proper and reasonable under the circumstances. i 
Claims in the case of certain clerks in the Adju- |. The discretion allowed to these tomis onets 
tant General’s office, on the petition of J. Downs, |! is of necessity pretty large. wt he Senate wi po 
on the memorial of James Robertson, on the me- |; ceive that, from the greut distance at w uch the 
morial of James Wilson, surviving partner of ij territory is situated from the seat of government, 
Wm. Wilson & Sons, the memorial of John H. || and the unceriainty of communication, which can- 
Eaton, and on the claim of Dr. B. F. Mullen; the || not often be made in less than four or five months, 
adverse reports from the Commitiee‘on the Public | 
Lands on the memorial of Charles Byrne, on the 
petition of Robert Butler, on the memorial of citi- 
zens of Kaneville, Iowa, asking a grant of land, 
and on the memorial of Hall J. Kelly, the adverse || 
report from the Committee on the Judiciary on the i! adopte 


4 


; superintendence ef the Executive Department here, 
and carried on by means of frequent instructions 
issioners. Whatever policy may be 
he commissioners in their treaties with 


f to the comm 
dbyt 


it is impossible that the details of the government 
of the Territories should. be under the immediate 


ground. : STRE 
‘Another feature of the bill is the change it pro- 
poses in the policy of the Government in the r ` 
lation of the Indian tribes: | It is one which, when 
first suggested to the committee, seemet tö require 
some consideration. “The ‘committee did consider 
it, and they thought there: were sufficient grounds 
for adopting a new policy in rélation to the super- 
intendence of the Indian tribes in Oregon, and 
| principally on account of the great distance. The 
same element of consideration regulated the com- 
mittee in reference to this provision of the bill 
which governed them in the discretion given to 
the commissioners in regard to the removal of thé 
Indians. Not only are these tribes west of ‘the 
Cascade Mountains to be governed and controlled— 
some of whom are large, wild, and fierce, together 
with smaller tribes more subdued and civilized in 
their feelings and habits—but the territory east of 
the Cascade -Mountains is also inhabited by nu- 
merous tribes, and in addition is subject to ‘be . 
hunted over and intruded upon by the wild tribes 
from the Rocky Mountains, the peaceable digpo- 
sitions of whom have to be cultivated by careful 
| attention to their wants, their supplies, their trade, ` 
and whatever else is customary in the policy of 
the Government in conciliating such tribes. +: 
Heretofore, as the Senate knows, the poliéy. 
| has been to unite the superintendence of Indian 
affairs in our territories with the official dudes of 
the governors, making the governor ex officio su- 
perintendent of Indian affairs. The committee 
were unanimously of opinion that the considera- 
tions which I have suggested-—the great impor- 
tance of attending constantly to the dispositions, 
not only of the tribes west of the Cascade Moun- 
tains—but also of the wilder tribes that roam over 
the eastern portion of the Territory—such con- 
stant supervision and vigilant attention to the dis- 
positions of these tribes would require the excla- 
sive and undivided attention, throughout the whole 
year, of some one of competent knowledge and 
ability, of business habits, and understanding: the 
{ndian character, in order to secure the objects of 
| peace and prevent the necessity of those collisions 
| between these wild tribes and the settlers, which 
| lead so often to wars, and the indefinite expense 
| consequent thereon, and which will be more apt 
| to lead to them than heretofore, on account of the 
; immense distance of the territory. i 
| The committee thought that the institution of 
| this separate superintendence would bea measure: 
| of economy, as well as give peace and quiet to the 
settlers in this Territory. lt is contemplated also 
to give the superintendent a large discretion. A 
provision of the bill gives him the power, utder 
| the control of the Executive, of assigning at. his 
discretion to each of the agents that may be ap- 
| pointed, the charge of such portions of the Indian 
| tribes and such localities of the Territory. as he may 
i deem expedient. : 
In relation to the separate duties of the Govern- 
f ihe Territory, the Governor of that Ter- 
ritory, where there are so many affairs, public. in 
: their character, as well as local in their interest 
! and importance to the people of the ‘Territory, re- 
quires to be invested with large discretion; and 
being situated at so great a distance as three or 
four thousand miles from the seat of Government, 
ihe would have his hands full to attend to the af- 
| fairs which appropriately belong to his departs, 
i ment. 
' lt has been suggested to me that the morning: 
hour has expired, and that the honorable Senator 
| from New Jersey, (Mr. MiLLEeR,] js. entitled’ to 
| the floor. Lt would therefore be betterp perhaps, 
| to postpone the further consideration of this sub- 
| ject until to-morrow morning. ; 
| Mr. DOUGLAS. Ido not think it will occa- 
Í sion any debate, or occupy much further time. 
Mr. BELL. Very.well, then, Iwill not fur- 
| ther detain the Senate, as l have given all the ex- 
| planation which ] desire to give. , i 
Mr. HUNTER. I hope the subject will be 
| postponed, so as to give us time to consider it. 
The further cynsideration of the bill was then 
| postponed until Monday. 


WASHINGTON’S BIRTHDAY. 


Mr. BADGER moved that when the Senate ad- 
journ it adjourn to meet again on Monday. He 
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prefaced his motion with some remarks, in .the 
course of which he reminded the Senate of the fact 
that to-morrow was the anniversary of the birth 
of the Father‘of his Country. 

Mr. BRADBURY suid he was not uawilling to 
vote for the motion, but it was due to the other 
side of the Senate to say that he should resist the 
motion with the view of giving gentlemen an op- 
portunity. to-morrow to call up and speak upon his 
resolution, some time since offered in relation to 
removals from office. . 

The motion to adjourn over was agreed to. 


a ADMISSION OF LADIES, 3 
On motion, the 47th role-of the Senate was sus- 
pended soas to admit ladies to the privileged seats 
to listen to the speech of the honorable Senator | 
from New Jersey; and many availed themselves 
of the privilege. . A 

z WIDOW OF THE LATE GEN. WORTH. 

Mr. BORLAND. In pursuance of notice which 
I gave the other day, I now ask leave to introduce | 
á bill for the “relief of the widow of the late Gen. 
Worth. 

‘ The reading of the bill was called for, and it was | 
read accordingly. Tt proposes to place the widow 
of the late Gen. Worth on the pension roll. 

Mr. BORLAND. In introdacing this bill, it 
was my intention to make a few remarks; but as || 
the time has now arrived for proceeding with the |; 
order of the day, 1 will defer those remarks to a || 
future occasion. l will move that the bill be re- | 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. KING. Will the honorable Senator from 
Arkansas. inform the Senate why he desires this || 
bill to, take a direction different from that which 
such bills usually take? 
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Mr. HALE. I had just risen to ask the same 
question. . 
‘Mr. BORLAND ~ This bill stands upon a some- | 


what different footing to the ordinary pension bills.. 
I would simply state now that the memorial I in- 
troduced a few days ago of another individual, of 
a similar character, was referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs, and I ask that this may take 
the same direction. lam not, however, very par- 
ticular about it. Iam a member of both com- 
mitiees, and, so far as | am concerned, it is a mat- 
ter of very litle moment to which committee it is 
referred. 

“Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, I think the proper 
reference is the Committee on Pensions. I am 
aware that some such cases have been referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs; which, how- 
ever, l have always thought improper. I would 
observe here, Mr. President, that, were I to con- 
sult my own feclings, there is no case I would 
more readily take charge of than this. It is the 
widow of one of the most gallant men that ever 
wore a sword in the American army, and who, | 
with the habit of a soldier who is found most prom- 
inent and most gallant, was wanting in forethought 
in providing for his family. 

I would be willing to encounter any personal 
labor which would give this bill a favorable result; 
but I do hope it will goto the usual committee, 
the committee which has charge of all such meas- 
ures. I have no doubt that, whenever the bill 
comes again before the Senate for action, it will be | 
acted upon satisfactorily to all. 

Mr. BORLAND.. I will merely remark that I / 
have no objection to the reference of this bill to 
the Committee on Pensions, and I now move to | 
amend my original motion by suggesting its refer- 
ence to that committee. 

Mr. SEWARD. I beg leave to ask the honor- 
able Senator whether the memorial has been 

rinted ? 

Mr. BORLAND. 
bill. 

Mr. SEWARD. Did the honorable Senator 
say there was a memorial? | 

Mr. BORLAND. Not in this case. I will) 
further state here, in answer to an inquiry which | 
has been made, that, although this bill meets with i 
my cordial assent and approval, as I trust it will | 
have the assent and approval of every Senator on 
this floor, J have the authority, the consent, the 
wish of the friends of the party most interested 
in this bill for its introduction here. I wish the 
Senate to understand that. 

” The question was then taken on the reference 
of the bill, and it was referred to the Committee 


It is not a memorial, but a 


| solutions of the Legislature of Tennessee, with a 


| of business, being the call of the States for peti> 


| 


THE COMPROMISE.: 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the special order, viz: the compromise resolutions 
submitted by Mr. Cray. : 

Mr. MILLER addressed the Senate for nearly | 
two hours, and then, without concluding, gave | 
way, on the suggestion. of Mr. Sewarp, for al 
motion to adjourn. nA 

Before the adoption of that motion a conversa- 
tion ‘arose in relation to the order of succession. 
As Mr. Wanker has occasion to be absent for a 
few-days at an early period, it was conceded that 
he should follow the honorable Senator from New 
Jersey. , Mr. Sgwar expressed a wish to fol- 
low Mr. Waxxer, but he yielded to Mr. Rusk, 
whose State has so large an interest in the setle- 
ment of these questions. Mr. Burer intimated 
that his colleague might wish to address the Sen- 
ate at an early day, if he felt his health sufficiently 
restored; and onall sides a readiness was expressed | 
to yield to the convenience of the honorable Sena- 
tor from South Carolina. 

On motion, the further consideration of the sub- 
ject was postponed to Monday next, and then 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, February 25, 1850. 


The Journal of Thursday was read and ap- 
roved. 

_ Mr. THOMAS asked the unanimous consent of 

the House at this time to present certain joint re- | 


view (he said) to their reference to the Committee | 
on Public Lands and to their being printed. 

Mr. KAUFMAN called for the regular order of 
business. 

So the resolutions were not presented. 

The SPEAKER said the regular order of busi-- 
ness would be the call of the States for petitions. 

. NEW MEXICO. | 

Mr. BAKER rose, he said, to a privileged | 
question. Some time since, the memorial of Flugh | 
M. Smith, delegate from the Territory of New 
Mexico, was referred to the Committee on Elec- 
tions. A motion to reconsider that vote had been 
made by the gentleman from Texas, (Mr. Kaur- 
man,] and the petition, by the-rule, was laid over. 
He (Mr. B.) now moved that the motion to recon- | 
| sider be laid upon the table, in order that the | 
| memorial might go to the appropriate committee. | 

Mr. KAUFMAN said he believed the motion | 
of the gentleman from Illinois [Mr, Baxer] was 


i 
{ 


Í notin order until the States had been called |) 


if 
i 
| through. ! 
| Some conversation followed on a point of order | 
-—the Speaker having decided that the motion ! 
would be in order so soon as the States had been 
called. i 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. - 

Some conversation followed between the 
SPEAKER and Mr. VINTON on a point of 
order. | 

After which the question on the motion of Mr. | 


| House for the purpose of reference. 


! Union would be waived. 


‘| not suspended, and the resolutions were not re- 


Mr. JONES moved that the House resolve itself ji 


The Sreaxer assented. 

‘Mr. WHITE hoped therefore, he said, that the 
House would consent to go into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. And he moved 
that the rules be suspended for that purpose. * 

Mr. MOREHEAD hoped, he said, that the 
motion would be withdrawn, because there was 
no mode of getting petitions from the files of the 
And he de- 
sired to refer some papers that were on the files. 

The SPEAKER said that petigions on file, which 
had heretofore been referred to a standing commit- 
tee, might be taken from the files and referred un- 
der the rule. 

Mr. WENTWORTH inquired what was the 
next State to be called in order. 

The SPEAKER said, the State of Mississippi. 

Mr. PRESTON KING h8ped the motion to go 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
He had, he said, a pe- 
tition which he desired to present, but which he 
could not present under the rule. 

Mr. WHITE withdrew the motion to go into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 

Mr. GORMAN asked and obtained the unan- 
imous consent of the House to introduce a bill to 
grant to the State of Indiana an additional town- 
ship of land; which was read twice by its title and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


CALIFORNIA. 


Mr..BROWN, of Mississippi, moved that the 
rules of the House be suspended, for the purpose 
of enabling him to offer the following resolutions, 
which were read for information: 

Resolved, That the Committee on ‘Territories he instructed 
to inquire into and report to this House, whether the jate 
President, James K. Puik, or any member of his Cabinet, 
did d rectly o! indirectly, by any written or verbal commu- 
nication to the people of California, induce or attempt to 
induce them to exelude slavery from that Territory, or to 
introduce the anti-slavery clause in the paper called a con- 
stitution, lately comnummicated to the House of Representa- 
tives by the ‘President; and that they further inquire 
whether auy person writing or speaking in the name oi the 
late President or any member of Ins Cabinet, or assuming 
to write or speak in the name of the part es aforesaid, did 
directly or indirectly attempt to influence the pèople of Cal- 
ifornia to exclude slavery froin said Territory; and that 
they report the name of said person or persons to this 
House, and the grounds on which they acted or assumed to 
act; and that the committee aforesaid have power to send 
for persons and papers. 

Resolved, further, That the same committee be instructed 
to make the same inquiries as to the present President, 
Zachary Taylor, and his Cabinet; and that they be em- 
powered to send for persons and papers in the prosecu- 
| tion of this inquiry, 

The resolution having been read— 

* Mr. BROWN asked the yeas and nays onthe 
motion to suspend the rules, which were refused. 

And the question, ‘Shall the rules be suspend- 
ed?” was taken and decided in the negative. 

So two-thirds not voting therefor, the rules were 


| 


ceived, 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, asked and ob- 
tained the unanimous consent of the House to re- 
port from the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia, a bill to incorporate the Columbian Manu- 
facturing Company, which was read twice by its 
; title, and referred to the Commitee of the Whole 

on the state of the Union. 


Jones was taken and decided ig the negative į 
without a division. : i 
So the House refused to go into Committee of | 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 
PETITIONS. 
The House then proceeded to the regular order 


{ 
| 


tions, commencing where the call was suspended | 
on a former day—with the State of Indiana. i! 
From the State of Indiana—By Messrs. ALBERT- 
son, DUNHAM, FITCH, Gorman, HARLAN, JULIAN, 
and McDonaup. 
Mr. FITCH presented the petition of Willys 


Peck and other citizens of Michigan city, Indiana, |! 


asking Congress to take some action towards the 
establishment of a Congress of Nations to settle | 
international disputes without a resort to arms; 
which he moved to refer to a select committee. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, gave notice - 
of an intention to debate the proposition to refer; 


| consequently the matter lies over under the rule. 


Mr. WHITE rose to inquire of the Speaker :i 
whether every gentleman could not present his |; 
petitions under the rule, and have them referred to | 
the appropriate committees precisely as if they || 


on Pensions. 


were presented in the House? $ 


: cession to the State of Mi 
1 waste lands, lying within 


PUBLIC DOCUMENTS. 


Mr. B. also, on leave, introduced a joint resolu- 
i tion, of which previous notice had been given, 
: providing for the distribution of public documents 
| among the several counties in the United States; 


i 


© which was read twice and referred to the Com- 


; mittee on Printing. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, introduced 


the following resolution, by unanimous consent, 


and it was read and agreed to, viz: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed w inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill, 
or incorporating in some general biil, a provision fer the 
sippi all the overflowed and 
d State, and situated in the 
Mississippi bottom, between the high tands on the east side 
of the Yazoo river and the Mississippi river, for the purpose 
of constructing a levee on the eastern bank of said river, 
beginning at the high lands near Horn Lake, De Soto 
eoanty, and terminating atthe mouth of the Yazoo river in 


; Said State, with a view to the reclaiming of said lands. 


CHAPLAINS TO CONGRESS. 
Mr. FEATHERSTON asked the unanimous 


consent to introduce the following resolution,viz: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to report a bil which shall provide for the pay- 
ment of the chaplains to the two Houses df Congress by the 


1850. 


members thereof, out of their own individual funds, and not 
from the publie ‘Treasury as heretofore practised. i 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, objected -to the: in- 
troduction of the resolution, = > 

Mr. FEATHERSTON moved to. suspend. the 
rules for the purpose; which question was put to 
the House and agreed to; and the resolutién was 
introduced and adopted. -` 

The call for petitions proceeded. -` 

From the State of Illinois: -By Messrs. BAKER, 
HARRIS aRicuarpson, and: WENTWORTH. 

Mr. BISSELL asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to introduce a bill, of which previous 
notice had -been given, tu grant the right of way 
to the Alton and Sangamon Railroad Company. 

Mr. BROWN, of -Mississippi, objected. 

Mr. RICHARDSON moved that the rules be 
suspended for the pui pose. 

The question was put and the rules were sus- 
pended—two-thirds-voting therefor. The bill was 
then read twice by its title and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 


STATE OF DESERET. 

Mr. WENTWORTH presented a petition from 
A. Morgan, Thomas Hunt, and other citizens of 
Shelbourn, Lee county, Illinois, praying Congress 
to protect the rights of American citizens while 
traveling through the valley of the Salt Lakes, 
and setting forth other matters concerning the 
treasonable designs of the Salt Lake Mormons. 
Also, representing that some of the prominent 
movers for the organization of a State Government 
in Deseret are in favor of a Kingly Government, 
are robbers and murderers, and that these men are 
allin favor of polygamy, &c., &e. 

Mr. WENTWORTH asked that the petition 
be read, with the view to its reference to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. BOWLIN objected to the reading of the 
petitiomhrough. 

Mr. JONES gave notice of his intention to de- 
bate the motion to refer, 

The CHAIR stated that the reading of the peti- 
tion having been objected to, the question of per- 
mission would have to be decided by the House. 

Mr. WENTWORTH said he preferred to have || 
the petition read by the Clerk; butif the objection 
was persisted in he would read the petition him- 
self, as he had the right to do under the rule. | 

The CHAIR stated that the rule regulating the 
presentation of petitions allowed only a statement 
of the substance of the petition. 

Mr. CONRAD inquired whether it was a re- 
monstrance ? 

Mr. WENTWORTH said it was a remon- 
strance from the State of Illinois against the admis- 
sion into the Union of the Salt Lake Mormons, as 
a distinct political organization. : 

After some further conversation by Messrs. || 
RICHARDSON and WENTWORTH with the || 
CHAIR— | 

The questio 
put to the House an 
having been read— 

Mr. WENTWORTH moved its reference to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr JONES gave notice of his intention to de- 
bate the question; which carried it over under the 
rule. 

Mr. YOUNG asked permission to introduce a || 
resolution, which was read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to isqrire into the expediency of reporting to this 
House a general law granting to all railroad companies, all 


plank road compan and all turnpike compantes, that may 
be formed in those tes where there are public lands, the 4} 


ers 


n whether the petition be read was 
d agreed to; and the petition 


right of way to construct such roads through the publiclands, |i 


ilege to use vi such timber, stone, gravel, and 
be on such tands, in the necessary 
al said companies or any | 


with the p 
other material that may 
construction of such roads; and th ; 
person or persons, using such timber, stone, gravel, or other | 
material, in such necessary construction of such roads, shail 

not be Hable to any action or suit for damages, for trespass | 
or other injuries necessarily done upon any such lands, 

whieh shall be purchased of the United States, after the 


survey and Jocation of such road. 
Mr. YOUNG moved to suspend the rules to ad- 
mit the resolution; and t 
was decided in the negative. 
Mr. ALSTON (the rules havi 


f 
pended for i f | 
An act making a donation of public lands to the | 

i 
1 


ng been sus- | 


Mobile and Ohio Railroad Company, and to aid | 
them in the construction of said road;”? which was 


d the question being put, it | 


the purpose) introduced a bill, entitled |; 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. `> 


i “Me. GALDWELL, of Kentucky, asked leave 


read twice by its title and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Publie Lands. | 


<a 


to introduce'a joint resolution to grant to certain 
widows.a pension. 
"Mr. ROOT objected to its reception. 


RAILROAD AND TELEGRAPH TO PACIFIC. 


Mr. BOWLIN asked the consent of the House 
to introduce a resolution. : 

Mr. ROOT objected to the introduction of any 
resolution, until the resolution submitted by Mr. 
Dory, last Monday, concerning the admission of 
California, be disposed of. s 

Mr. BOWLIN moved to suspend the rules t 
admit the resolution; which was read for informa- 
tion, as follows, viz: - 

1. Resolved, That in the opinion of this House it is alike 
expedient and competent, under the Constitution, for the 
Government of the United States to construct railroads or 
other thoroughfares over the publie domain, without the 
limits of a State, so asto unite, for military and commercial 
purposes, the distant and separate portions of the Republic. 

2, That such a connection oght ouly to be made and 


owned by the Government, through our own territory, | 


where the trade along its lines would be forever under 


! the protection of our own flug, and tend to encourage 
| the occupation and cultivation of eur own vast publie do- 


main, and onght to be so constructed as to connect the waters 
of the Mississippi with the navigable 
ocean, in as central a position -to territory aud population 


as is compatible with a due regard to the best and most 


į practicable route. 


3. That a railroad or other thoroughfare connecting the 
waters ol the Mississippi with the navigable waters of the 
Pacific should be a great public, military, and commercial 
bigtiway—national iu its design, national in its character, 
and national in its construct j and that it showd bejong 
to the United States, and be forever disconnected with indi- 
vidual interests or speculations, aud should be preserved 
forever (ree to the whole people of the Confederacy. 

4. That it would be grossly unjust to the people of the 
United States, and derogatory to the dignity of the Republic, 


to employ the national resources of the people in construct | 


ing a magnificent work of this kind, and leave its locality 
and proprietorship in the bands of any individaal or judi- 
viduals, subjeet to the influences of private interest, upon 
any terins, conditions, or stipulations whatever—the whole 
people being the safest guardians of works coustructed 
from their means. 

5. That the public lands of the United States should fur- 
nish the resources for the construction of such a road, and 


that they should be so employed as to hasten its completion 


in the shortest practicable period. 


+6. That, in establishing branches from the western frontier 


| of the States eastwardiy to connect with the improvement 
from Atlantic, north, south, and central, it is alike constitu- | 


tional and expedient for Congress 10 grant to the States 
through which they pass liberal appropriations of the pub- 


tion. 

7. That, as a preparatory measure to the construction of 
this road, Congress should at once encourage the establish- 
ment of a line of the electro-magnetic telegraph from St. 
Lonis to San Francisco by liberal donations oi the public 
lands, and guaranteeing the protection of the Government 
at her military stations along the route. 

8. ‘That a select committee of thirteen be appointed to 
take into consideration the subject of the great national 
highway to California and Orezon, and also the subject of the 


| magnetic telegraph, and that they be instructed to ingnire 


into the expediency of establishing. the same upon the 
principles above laid down, or upon such other principles as 


they may deem right and proper, and that they have leave 
to report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. ROBINSON expressed the hope that the 
rules would not be suspended, for the reason that 
the Committee on Public Lands had the subject 
before them already. 

The question was put, and the rules were not 
suspended. 

The call of the States for petitions proceeded: 

From the State of Missouri: By Messrs. Bow- 
LIN, Green, Hawt, and PaeLrs. 

SCHOOL LANDS. 

Mr. GREEN (the rules having been suspended 

for the purpose) Introduced a bill to authorize the 


ishment of school lands in certain cases, 
hereof; which 


SON. ; , 
From Wisconsin: 


and DURKEE. 
From the Territory of Oregon: By Mr. Tuuns- 


TON. 


waters of the Pacific | 


H AAE p : | 
Sic land along the routes to aid said States in their construc- | 


‘Mr. THURSTON; (on the ‘Territory: of Ore- 
gon being ealled for ‘petitions,). said, Mr. Speak- 
er: As I haye no memorials: to present, I will ask: 
the consent-of the House to introduce‘a resolution. 
| E hope the House will-do.me the favor. [Mr 
Roor objected.] Mr. Tuursron said, then ‘Mr: 
Speaker, I shail have to move the-suspension of 
the-rules. I am quite sure the House will. do- me 
this favor; certainly, it will extend. this courtesy: to 
me. The resolutions pertain to my Territory, 
sir; they concern no one but myself and my con- 
stituents, and | know the House will:suspend the 


rules for my benefit. Imove that the rules’ be sus- 
il ‘ 
| pended. Oe 
The question being put, the rules were suspend- 
ed, and the resolutions were introduced, read for 
i| information, and adopted, as follows: 


- Resolved, That the Committee on ‘Territories be in- 
structed to inquire: 

lst. What is the probable present population of Oregon 
Territory, and what proportion of said population are 
American citizens, and what proportion foreigners, and what 
proportion of said foreigners have fited their intentions to be- 
come American citizens. y 

2d. What first Jed to the setilement of said Territory by 
American citizens 5 what inducements were held gut to 
emigrants to that Territory from the States; the extet and 
| nature of those inducemenst; by whom held out, and what 

benefit has accrued to the General Government from: the 
| settlement of that Territory by American citizens. $ i 
| 3d. What time it takes for emigrants to get to tat Terri- 
tory over land or by water, and Wiiat aré the ‘probable ex- 
penses of the journey each way. wea, 

4th, How long after the commencement of emigration:to ` 
that Territory, before the General Government provided the 
settlers there witha civil governtuent. How long the people 
of said Territory bad maintained a civil governinent: at 
their own expense, when the Territory was organized by 
the General Government; and what were the hardships and 
| inconveniences attendant on a settlement in Wat Teritory 
wot peculiar to a settlement in the several territories whieh 
have been scted east of the Rocky Mountains. 

5th. Tuto the propriety and justness of donating land to all 


4 


|| American citizens now in said erritory, or on their way 


there for the purpose of setuement, and to all foreianers 
now there who shali become naturahzed citizens 3 and into 
the quantity 19 be donaed, and the necessary rples and 
regulations to be attached to donations to be made to native 
born aud naturalized American citizens respectively. 

6th. Into the propriety of donating land, in proper guan- 
tities, and with proper rules and regulations to such Atperi-~ 
| ean citizens as shall emigrate to, and setne in said lerri- 
tory hereafter, ang to the sons of American citizens in said 
Teritory hereafter becoming of age and setting there, 

7th. Iuto the propriety, when the 16th and yéh seetions, 
reserved for school purposes by the act of organization, shall 
conflict with the land claims of individuals as allowed by 
“the laws of the Jate Provisional Government of said Terri- 
| tory, of allowing said claimants to hold their claims sill, 
l and the Territorial Government to selectother lauds of equal 
value in some part of the Territory not clined, me 

And, finaily, that said Comin ttee be further ins tucted to 
inquire into the best means to be adopted by the Govern- 
ment of promoting the settlement and prosperity oF said 
‘Territory, and into the importance of the sertlement and 
prosperity of that Territory to the commerce of the United 


States. aes : 
From the Territory of Minnesota: By, Mr. 


SIBLEY. EA 

Mr. SIBLEY asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to offer a resolution; which wag read 
for-information, as follows: phy 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs -be in- 
structed. First: To inquire into the suthaency of the 
military force now stationed on the frontiers of Jowa, Wis- 
consin, and Minnesota Territories, for the defence thereof, 

Secondly: I. case said fo ce is not suficient, anri there 
are wo means at the disposal of the Department of War, to 
instruct said commiltee. to report a bil authorizing the 
| President of the United States to call into the service of the 
United States su. h volunteers as may by him be deemed 
necessary to preserve the peace of the country. 


Mr. ROOT objected. 
Mr. SIBLEY moved to suspend the rules; which 
question was taken by tellers, and décided in the 


|| affirmative—ayes 116, noes 9. 


By Messrs. Core, Dory, 


"The resolution was then received and adopted. 
Mr. FITCH asked leave to introduce a billy of 
which previous notice had been given. i 
Mr. ROOT objected. ied 
Petitions were still further presented— 
From Alabama: By Messrs. ALSTON; 
and HILLIARD. ` K ` 
From Mississippi: By Mr. FEATHERSTON, 
From Louisiana: By Messrs. Conran and Han- 
MANSON. 
From Ohio: By Messrs. CAMPBELL, CARTER, 
Corwin, CROWELb, Gippines, Hoaciaxn, HUN- 
Ops, Porrer, Roor, Scurencn, W HITTLE- 


x 


CoBR, 


i 

| andon that motion called for the previous question. 
The previous question was not seconded by the 

| House. 
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THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


ETE OE 


Mr. JONES. gave notice of -his inteñtion to de-- 
bate the question.of reference, which caused the 
question tobe laid over under the rule. 

THE UNION. 

Mr. GIDDINGS presented two petitions,—orie 
from Isaac Jefferis, and other citizens of Pennsyl- 
vania; and from John. J. Woodward and other 
citizens of Delaware and Pennsylvania. The 
petitions were in the following form : 

We the undersigned’ inhabitants ‘of Pennsylvania and 
Delaware, believing that the Federal. Constitution in pledg- 
ing the.strength of the whole nation to support slavery, 
violates the divine law, makes wat upon human rights, and 
is grossly. inconsistent. with repiblican principles; that its 
attempt to unite freedom and slavery in one body. politic 
has already brought upon the country great and manifold 
evils, and has fully proved that no such union can exist, but 
hy the serine of freedom to the supremacy of slavery; re- 
spectfully. ask you to desire and propose without delay, 
some. plan for-the immediate peaceful dissolufion of the 
American Union. 


Mr. GIDDINGS moved to refer the petitions to 
a select committee with instructions to inquire— 

First, Whether dissatisfaction with our Federal 
Union exists among the people of these States? 

Secondly, 1f so, to what extent does such dis- 
content exist? f 

Thirdly, From what has such dissatisfaction 
arisen? 

Fourthly, The proper means of restoring con- 
fidence among the people. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, gave notice that he 
intended to debate the petitions. 

The SPEAKER, The question must then go 
over. 

Mr. McCLERNAND rose and objected to the 
reception of the petitions. 

Mr. HOUSTON said he also had risen for the 
same purpose. 

Mr. McCLERNAND (continuing) was under- 
stood to say, that the petitions were upon a sub-- 
ject. over which this Elouse had no control, and 
that they did not deserve to be received. 

Mr. OGLE, (to the Chair.) Is it in order to 
move that the petitions be laid upon the table? 

The SPEAKER. The petitions are not yet 
received. ‘The question is on their reception. 

Mr. SCHENCK (to the Chair.) What is the 
prayer ofahe petition? Does it pray for a dissolu- 
tion of the Union? 

A-Memeer. It prays that measures be taken 
for that end. . i 

Mr. SCHENCK. Then I hope that it will be 
rejected. I3 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered on 
the reception. 

The reading of one of the petitions was again 
called for, and it was read. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, was under- 
stood to cal! for the reading of the names. 

Mr. McCLERNAND objected to the further 
reading. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, inquired whether 
the petitioners were men or women? 

Mr. HOUSTON moved that he be excused || 
from voting, and proposed to give his reasons for 
that motion. | 

The SPEAKER said it was not in order under |j 
the rule. i 

Mr. HOUSTON inquired of the Chair whether |! 
there was no mode by which he could express the | 
strong indignation he felt at the presentation of |! 
these petitions, represented to be in part from cit- |! 
izens of the State of Delaware ? | 

The SPEAKER said, that on the question of 
the reception of the petition no remarks were in 
order, ‘ 

Mr. HOUSTON (amidst great confusion and 
many calls to order) proceeded to denounce the || 
petition in terms not distinctly heard at the report- 
er’s desk. He was understood, however, to deny 
that they were signed by citizens of Delaware, 
and to say that he hoped the petitions would be 
rejected with the scorn and contempt which they i 
merited. 

The question, “Shall the petitions be received?” 
was then taken and decided in the negative— |! 
yeas 8, nays 162, as follows: 

YEAS—.Messrs. Allen, Durkee, 


Howe, Julian, Preston King, and Root—8. 
NAYS—M Albertson, Alston, Anderson, Andrews, | 


sji 


Giddings 


gs, Goodenow, 


| 
| 
f 
f 


| ber them, as- he does us, in his prayers. 


Ewing, Fitch, Fowler, Freedley, Fuller, Genuy, Gerry, Gil- 
more, Gorman, Gould, Green, Grinneil, Hall, Halloway, 
Hamilton, Hammond, Hampton, Harlan, Harmauson, Isham 
G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hay, Hay- 
mond, Hebard, Henry, Hibbard, Hilliard, Hoagland, Holi- 
day, Houston, Howard, Hubbard, Hunter, Inge, Jackson, 
Andrew Johnson, James L. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, 
Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. King, 
John. A. King, La Sére, Horace Mann, Job Mann, 
Matteson, McCiernand, McDowell, McGaughey, MeLana- 
ban, Robert-M. McLane, Finis E..McLean, McMullen, 
McQueen, McWillie, Meacham, Meade, Miller, Millson, 
Moore, Morehead,Morton, Nelson, Ogie, Olds, Orr, Otis, 
Outlaw, Owen, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Phoenix, 

otter, Powell, Putnam, Reed, Robinson, Rose, Ross, Sav- 
ge, Sawtelle, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Shepperd, Silvester, 
Spalding, Sprague, Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard 
H. Stanton, Alex. H. Stephens, Stetson, Strong, Taylor, 
Thomas, Jacob Thompson, John B. Thompson, William 
Thompson, Thurman, Underhill, Venable, Vinton, Walden, 
Waldo, Wallace, Watkins, Wellborn, Wentworth, White, 
Whittlesey, Wildrick, Williams, Wilmot, Wood, Wood- 
ward, and Young—162. ; 

So the petitions were rejected. 

[Mr. Crowext declined to vote, stating that 
he had agreed not to vote during the absence of 
Mr. Jounson, of Arkansas.] 

(Mr. CurveLanp (when his name was called, 
said that if he understood this petition, it prayed 
for that which Congress had no power to 
grant, therefore, he should not agree to its recep- 
uon.} 

Mr. ROOT presented a petition from George 
W. Close and 18 other citizens of the State of 
Maryland, asking Congress to prohibit slavery in 
the Territories, and to abolish it in the District of 
Columbia; which, on his motion, was referred to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. CARTER presented a petition to abolish 
slavery in the District of Columbia; which was 
referred to the Judiciary Commiitee. hs È 

Mr. SCHENCK, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced the following resolution, which was read 
and agreed to, viz: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
communicate to this House, at the earliest practicable pe- 
riod, the result of such examinations as have been made by 
the offi ers of the Topographical Bureau, of*the harbor of 
Sandusky Bay, on Lake Brie; and also the estimate of the 
chief of that Bureau, tounded on that examination, of the 
amount at this time necessary for the improvement of the 
harbor; together with such facts touching its position and 
commercial importance, and the necessity of such improve- 
entas may be in his possession; and also the presenteon- 
dition of the publie works at the harbor of Cunningham’s 
ereek, on Lake Erie, and such information as may be in his 
power to furnish in regard to the cost and expediency of 
completing the same, and of restoring the light-house at that 
point. 


i Mr. SCHENCK presented a petition from citi- 
zens of Ohio, asking for the abolition of the office 
| of chaplain. 

| Mr.S. on presenting the petition said: Mr. 
Speaker, this petition comes to me through the 
i mail, without any accompanying letter or explana- 
tion. I recognize, however, some of the names 
subscribed, and am satisfied that it is from citizens 
of Ohio, as it purports to be. The petitioners are 
all of them, I dare say, very good, and very re- 
spectable, and very conscientious people; and I 
hope that the chaplain of this House will remem- 
And in 
order that the subject of the petition may have a 


| proper and respectful consideration, I move that 


it be referred, as other petitions of like character 
have been, to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
It was so referred. 
NEW MEXICO. 


Mr. SCHENCK presented a memorial contain- 
ing the proceedings of a convention of delegates 
elected by the people of New Mexico, beld at Santa 
Fé, in December, 1849, presenting a plan of gov- 
ernment, and asking the action of Congress there- 
on. 

Mr. S. moved the reference of the memorial to 
the Committee on Territories, and that it be 


| printed. 


Mr. HOWARD gave notice of his intention to 
debate the proposition to refer. 

By the rule, therefore, the memorial would lie | 
over; but— 

Mr. SCHENCK moved that the rules be sus- 
pended for the purpose of considering the motion 
at this time. 

Mr. KAUFMAN inquired whether the memo- | 


į rial came from the people or from the delegates? 


Ashmun, Averett, Bay, Beale, Bennett, Bootin, Bowdon, 
Bowlin, Boya, Breck, Briggs, Albert G- Brown, Burrows, ; 
Bart, Thomas B, Butler, E. Carington Cabell, Joseph Cable, |) 
George A. Caldwell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, h 
Carter, Casey, Chandler, Clark, Cleveland, Williamson R. i 
W. Cobb, Coleoek; Cole, Corwin, Deberry, Dimmick, Dis- | 
ney, Duncan, Edmundson, Alex. Evans, Nathan Evans, {i 


Mr. SCHENCK explained. | 
The question, “Shall the rules be suspended 7”? | 
was then taken and decided in the afirmative: 
yeas 135, nays 42; as follows: 

YEAS—Messra. Albertson, Alexander, Ashmun, Bay, 


Young—135. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alston, Anderson, Averett, Bowdon, 
Albert G. Brown, Burt, George A. Caldwell, Colcock, Ed- 
mundson , Featherston, Gilmore, Green, Hammond, Ishain 
G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Holiday, Howard, Rub- 
bard, Inge, Kaufman, La Sère, McDowell, Robert M, Me- 
Lane, McMullen, McQueen, MeWilie, Meade, Millson, 


| Morse, Orr, Parker, Powell, F. P. Stanton, R. H. Stanton, 


Thomas, Jacob Thompson, John B. ‘Thompson, Venable, 
Wallace, Wellborn, Williams, and Woodward—42, 

So (two-thirds voting in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended. 

_The question then recurred and was taken on 
the motion of Mr. Scuuncx, to refer the memorial 
to the Committee on Territories, and to print it, 
and was decided in the affirmative. 

So the memorial was referred to the Committee 
on Territories, and was ordered to be printed. 

Petitions were further presented— 

From Kentucky: By Messrs. Brecx, CALD- 
WELL, MARSHALL, Mason, and McLran. 

From Tennessee: By Messrs. Ewing and Sran- 
TON. ; 

ir. STANTON presented the memorial of the 
Memphis convention, praying the Congress of the 
United States to cause to be surveyed the several 
routes for a railroad from the Mississippi valley to 
the Pacific ocean. 

The petition lies over, objection being made to 
its reference without debate. 

Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, on leave in- 
troduced a joint resolution to grant certain widows 
pensions from the 4th of March, 1841, to the 4th 
of March, 1843; which was read twice by its 
title and referred to the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Pensions. 

Mr. MARSHALL, on leave, introduced a bill 
to protect. the rights of citizens of the United 
States; which was read twice by its title and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

On motion the House then adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &e. 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule and referred to the appro- 
priate committees : 

By Mr. BUEL: The petition of Allen Dunning and 32 
o-hers, citizens of Cass county, Michizan, piayiug for a 
eheap postage system. 

Also, the petition of H. N. Strong and 67 others, citizens 
of Detroit, praying for the free navig.tion of the St. Law- 
rence river. 

By Mr. KING, of Massachusetts: ‘The petition of Edward 
Burnham and 174 other citizens of North Danvers, for cheap 
postage. 

Also, of W. James Webb and 60 others, of Boston, for 
the same object. 

Also, the petition of John Gilley and 25 others, of Marble- 
head, for a charter for P, P. F. Legrand to construct a rail- 
road and telegraph from St. Louis to San Francisco. 

By Mr. GOODENOW: The petition of John F. Emery 
and 163 otter citizens of Bath. 

Also, the petition of Joshua S. Gay and 24 other citizens 
of Andover, in the State of Maine, severally asking for a re- 
duction of postage, ` 

By Mr. HOWE: The petition of P. Tinney and 38 others, 
citizens of Venango county, Pennsyl.ani raying Con- 
foracha in the tariff, iner i 
n of James Raymond and 29 othe 
county, Pennsyivan.a, praying Congr 


e: 
Also, the p 
zens of Ver 
reduce the rates of postage. 

By Mr. BOWLIN : The petition of Sophia Davenport, of 


St Louis, heir of Edmund Jones, formerly of È lon, Mas- 
sachusetis, paving an appropriation, to satisty claims for 
French spoliations prior to 1801. 
Also, the memorial of the city of St. Louis, asking Con- 
s to release and relinquish to said city ali claim to Quat- 
antine Island, Duncan’s {sland or bar, and all other unap- 
propriated lands within her corporate limits And on tis 
motion it was referred to the Committee on the Publie 
Lands and ordered to be printed. 
By Mr. HARLAN: The petition of Jonathan Hatchens, 
of the county of Randolph, in the State of Indiana, praying 
Congress to give bim bounty land and a pension for services 


x 


rendered during the revolutionary war. 
Also, the petition of John M. Wheeler, of the town of 


` 


2 


1850. — 


Wabash, in the State of Indiana, praying the-passage ofa 
law by Congress to correct a mistake in the location of a 
certain section of land reserved to ‘Al-lo-lah,?? a Miami 
Indian, by a treaty made with said Indian ‘on-the 6ih of No- 
vember, 1838. . 

Also, a joint resolution of the State of Indiana, praying 
Congress to give to actual settlers on the public lands the 
right to purchase eighty acres of land at what it cost the 
Government. ; z : 

By Mr. LEFFLER: The petition of F.: A. Pratt and 30 
others, citizens of Bellevue, Jackson county, Iowa, praying 


` the establishment of a mail route. 


Also; the petition of D. H. Johnston and others, praying 
the establishment of a mail route from Prairie du Chien to 
Independence. 

Also, the petition of John C. Fory and 46 others, citizens 
of Bellevue, Jackson county, Iowa, praying Cougress to 
pass a law for the further reduction of postage. 

Also, the petition of S. S. Swan and 36 others, citizens 
of the State of Towa, asking a grant of land to`aid in the 
construction of a railroad from the city of Davenport, on 
rhe Mississippi river, to the Council Bluffs, on the Missouri 
liver, r 

By Mr. SCHENCK: Four petitions from 167 citizens of 
Miami county, Ohio, praying loran appropriauion to com- 
plete the national road between Springfield and the western 
boundary of that State. 

Also, the petition of 69 citizens of Obio, for a mail route 
trom Milton, in Miami county, to Greenville, in Darke 
county, in said State. 

_ By Mr. WHITTLESEY: A petition of citizens of Wash- 
ington county, in the State of Ohio, praying for a congress 
of nations. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Washington, in the State of 
Ohio, praying for a post. route from Barton, Washington 
county, to Coolville, in Athens county. 

Also, the petition of citizens of the State of Ohio, praying 
for a reduction of the rates of postage. 

By Mr. THURMAN: Concurrent resolutions of the Legis- 
Jature of the State of New York, in relation to the powers 
of Congress in regard to the abolition and extension of 
slavery, and in relation to the preservation of the Federal 

nion. 

Also, concurrent resolutions of the. Legislature of the 
State of New York, in relation to the establishment of a 
Mint in the city of New York. 

Also, concurrent resolutions of the Legislature of the 
State of New York, on granting a portion of the public do- 
main to the Hungarian exiles, and such other persons as 
are not owners of land. 

Also, the petition of Thomas A. Tomlinson and 70 others, 
citizens of Essex county, New York, asking Congress to 
pass a law establishing cheap postage. 

By Mr. COLE: The petition of the principal, teachers, 
and scholars of the Platteville Academy, praying for the 
abolition of the franking privilege, and for a uniform rate 
of postage on prepaid letters of two cents per half ounce. 

Also, the petition of J. B. Doe, James H. Ogilvie, and 
94 others, citizens of Rock county, Wisconsin, asking for 
a uniform rate of postage on prepaid letters of two cents 
per half ounce. 3 

Also, the petition of Dennis W. Clark, J. A. Jones, and 
84 others, citizens of Grant county, asking for a uniform 


rate.of postage of two cents per half ounce on prepaid let- | 


ters. 

Also, the petition. of David T. Sayre, Timothy E. Greene, 
and-38 others, citizens of Fulton, Rock county, asking for 
a uniform rate of postage on prepaid letters of two cents 
per half ounce. fs 

By Mr. FITCH: The memorial of 215 citizens of Laporte 
county, Indiana, asking Congress to secure to American 
shipping the free navigation of the St. Lawrence. 

Also, one of sundry citizens of Wishawaka, St. Joseph 
county, Indiana, on the same subject. i 

Also, the petition of St. Joseph Iron Company, Wishawa- 
ka, Indiana, asking reduction of postage to two cents per half 
ounce on prepaid matter. y i 

Also, one from citizens of South Bend, Indiana, on the 
same suhject. a 

Also, one from John B. Niles, and other citizens of La- 
porte county, Indiana, on the same subject. , 

Also, two petitions of sundry citizens of Indiana, for a 
tri-weekly coach mail route from Lafayette, through Monti- 
cello, Vincennes, Plymouth, South Bend, Indiana, to Niles, 
Michigan. : 

Also, the petition of 227 citizens of Cass, Fulton, Marshall 
and Stark counties, Indiana, asking a mail route from Lo- 
gansport, north, through the western part of Fulton avd 
Marshall counties, to intersect the road from Plymouth to 

aporte. 

a the memorial of Capt. James P. Smith, late of 16th 
U. S. Infantry, asking additional compensation in land to 
the officers of the late Mexican war. : s 

Also, the joint resolution of Indiana Legislature, asking 
donation of every alternate section of land belonging to the 
United States for ten miles on each side of Kankakee and 
Iroquois rivers, to aid in improving the navigation of said 
rivers, K 5 

Also, the joint resolution of Indiana Legislature, asking 
reduction of prices of publie lands in Miami National Re- 
servation. 

Also, the petition of J. S. Jarnegan, S. Colfox, and 184 
other citizens of St. Joseph county, asking Congress to de- 
vise ways and means to mure effectually suppress the Afri- 
can slave-trade. $ 

By Mr. GORT: The petition of citizens 
New York, for cheap postage. 

Ajso, the petition of Mary Kirby 

ensign. A 

By Mr, PARKER: The petition and other papers of Lu- 
cinda Washington, Louisa Meade, aud Elizabeth C. Tur- 
ner, heirs of Dr. Jobn Nelson, a surgeon inthe revolutionary 
war, praying compensation for services rendered by bim in 
that war, and for whieh he received no pay. i 

By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of Daniel Eaton, 
Eliab W. Bosworth and others, citizens of Youngstown, 
Mahoning county, Ohio, praying the “ passage of a resoju- 
tion, that when five-ninthsof the electors of any State or 
States will petition Congress for auniform paper currency, 


of Syracuse, 


Smith, for an inerease of 


& 


and five-ninths of its. Legislature will pledge the honor and 
resources of the State to keep Congress. indemnified from 
any loss or damage by providing such State or States with 
a paper currency sufficient in amount to transact all its ex- 
change business, payable. sixteen years after date in gold, 
and silver coin, with oxe per cent. per annum interest tothe 
bill bolder, made a lega! tender for its face, and interest to 
„be loaned out by the State at six per cent. per annum inte- 
gest, to discharge the principal of such State debts and for no 
other purpose, until such State debts are extinguished ; are 
then to be applied to the payment of said currency, and 
they sincerely beseech Congress to grant their request, to 
enable them to pay off their State debts and relieve them 
and their children’s: children from the grasp of bank mo- 
nopoly.?? s 

By Mr. CABLE, of Ohio: A petition from the Mayor and 
City Council of Steubenville, Ohio, for cheap postage. 

Also, the petition of Samuel Buhinger and 79 other citi- 
zens of *mithfield, Obio, on the same subject. 

Atso, the petition of Samuel Patterson and J6 other citi- 
zens of B eubenville, Ubio, on the same subject. 

Also, the petition of Colonel William C. M’Causten and 
18 other citizens, and one from Beatty Mer arlan, Esq., and 
38 other citizens of Islandcreek, Ohio, on the same sub- 
ject. 

By Mr. GOULD: The petition of citizens of Tompkins, 
Delaware County, New York, for cheap postage. 

Also, concurrent resolutions of the Legislature of New 
York on slavery aud its prohibition in new ‘Versitories. 

Also, concurrent resolutions of the Legisla:ure of New 
York recommending wise and sufficient appropriations for 
the improvement of harbors and rivers. 

Also, concurrent resolutions of the Legislature of New 
York for the removal of the obstructions at Hurt Gate, in 
East River, near the city of New York. 

By Mr. BINGHAM: The petition of ©. A. Trowbridge 
and others, citizens of Detroit, for improvements on the 
south shore of Lake Superior. 

Also, two petitions for the establishment of a naval route 
from La Pier to Pontiac, in the State of Michigan. 

Also, a petition numerously signed by the citizens of Sag- 
inaw and other portions of Michigan, for the removal of 
obstructions in the mouth of Saginaw river. 

By Mr. FULLER: The petitionof Jobn C. Jewett and 
42 other citizens of Machiasport, in the county of Washing- 
ton, and State of Maine, praying for the reduction of the 
rates of postage. ‘ 

Also, the petition of George M. Reed and 46 other citizens 
of Eastport, in the county aforesaid, asking Congress to 
abolish the system of flogging in the United States Navy. 

By Mr. ALBERTSON: ‘Fhe memorial of Elijah Hurst 
and 41 otber officers, non-commissioned officers, soldiers, 
and volunteers of the last war with Great Britain, citizens 
of (Jarrison county, Indiana, and others, praying Congress jj 
to pass a law granting a portion of the nation’s wide-spread | 
domain to each officer, commissioned and non-coimunis- 
sioned, according to rauk, and to each private soldier and 
volunteer who bas not received from the Government any 
other than pay and allowances authorized by law at the | 
commencement of the war. | 

By Mr. BUTLER, of Connecticut: The memorial of 
Samuel Tweedey and others, praying for cheap postage. 

By Mr. SCUERMERHORN: ‘The memorial of the Mayor 
and Common Council of the city of Rochester, New York, | 
asking for an immediate appropriation of $30,000 to repair 
the piers at the mouth of the Genessee river, and for the 
improvement of the harbor. 

Also, the petition of the faculty and students of the colle- 
giate institution of Rochester, Mouroe county, New York, 
asking for cheap postage. 

Also, the petition of 153 citizens of Monroe county, New 
York, asking for cheap postage. 

By Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois: The memorial of Christiana 
Weber, widow of John Weber, a deceased Ilinois volun- 
teer, praying for a pension. 

Also, the memorial of Richard Chany, of [linois, praying 
Congress to allow him a sum claimed to be due, as a soldier | 
in the war of 1812, { 

Also, the pe:ition of John C. Hunt, late a caplain of the 
4th Hlinois volunteers, for a law allowing officers in the 
Mexican war bounty lands, } 

Also, the petition of Dr. G. Elkin and 53 otber citizens of 
THinois, for the establishment of a mail route from Pekin, į 
via Tremont, Mackinaw, Stout’s Grove, Wilksboro’, Bloom- | 
ington, Leroy, Santa Anna, and Mahomet, to Urbanna. l 

Also, the petition of David Atterherry and 72 others, citi- | 
zens oF Tazewell county, Ilinois, for a post road from Pe- į 
kin, via Dillon, Armington, and Mount Hope, to Wayns- |! 

i 
| 
t 


ville. P 

Also, the petition of M. Tackerberry and 48 others, pray- |) 
ing the establishment of a post route from Pekin, Hlinois, 
via Canton, and Kingston, to Timberpoint, in Peoria 
county. 

By Mr. PHELPS: The memorial of the 
the State of Missouri, asking for a donation of alterna 
sections of land tor the space of six miles, on each side of 


I 
if 


i 
Legislature of i 


White river, for the purpose of improving the navigation of | 
said river. } 

Also, the memorial of the Legislature of the State of Mis- || 
souri, asking for a donation of alternate sections of land for |: 
the distance of ten miles, on each side of the Osage river, || 
from the western boundary tine of said State to the junction | 
of said river with the Missouri, or such other graut of land į 


as may effect the desired object, for the purpose of improv- |i 


ing the navigation of the Osage river. 


‘Also, the memorial of the Legislature of the State of Mis- į; 
souri, asking the extension of the south-western boundary |: 


of Missouri, and the extingnishinent of the Indian title to 
certain lands. 

Also, the petition of G. W. Williams and fifty-two other 
citizens of Washington county, Missouri, asking the estab- | 
lishment of a mail route from Ste. Genevieve to Farming- | 
ton. H 
The petition of C. F. Chamblin and thirty-eight others, į 
citizens of Johnson county, Missouri, praying Congress to 
grant the right of way over the public lands to the Missouri 
ad White river Railroad Company, from Independence to 
Forsyth, in said State, and a grant of land to aid in the 
construction of said road. 3 


» IN SENATE. - ba 
` Monbat, February 25, 1850: - 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 

a communication fromthe War Department, made 

in compliance with a resolution of the 18th instant, 

calling for a report vf the survey and soundings of 

the harbor of Racine,on Lake Michigan, made.by 

Lieut. Webster; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. i = 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS.» 


Mr. HUNTER presented a memorial of Sal- 
vador Pinistri, proposing to erect a national monu- 
ment in front of the Capitol; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Public Buildings. É 

Mr. HALE presenied the petition of Ranson 


| G. Williams, and a hundred and nineteen other 


merchants of New York, in favor of a reduction of 
postage to two ‘cents on all prepaid letters not ex- 
ceeding half an ounce; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. NORRIS presented the memorial of George 
Dennett, asking compensation for services per- 
formed while naval. officer at Portsmouth, .in the 
State of New Hampshire; which was referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs, : 

Also, additional documents relating tothe claim 
of Salvador Pinistri; which were, referred to the 
Committee on Public Accounts, .: .- ae 

Mr. BERRIEN presented a petition of citizens 
of Georgia and Florida, in favor of a reduction of 
the rates of postage to two cents on all (prepaid 
letters not exceeding half an ounce; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post’ Office and 
Post Roads. ; 

Mr. SHIELDS presented a petition of citizens 
of Illinois, representing that, in their opinion, the 
right to life includes the right toa place to live, 
and, in accordance with that opinion, they ask the 
passage of a law granting the freedom of the pub- | 
lic lands in limited quanuties, to actual settlers not 
possessed of other lands; which was refered io 
the Committee on the Public Lands, 

Also, a petition of citizens of Canton, Illinois, 
and a petition of citizens of Chicago, in favor of a 
reduction of the rates of postage to two cenis on all 
prepaid letters; which were referred to the. Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. COOPER presented the petition of Mr. 
Julius Meiere, late professor of mathematics in the 


navy, asking that certain allowances may be made 
j for quarters, furniture, &c.; which was referred'to 


the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, two memorials of citizens of Pennsylvania 
interested in the manufacturé of iron, asking an in- 
crease of duties on foreign iron; which were refer- 
red to the Committee on Finance. ee 

Mr. BRIGHT presented. a memorial of M. J. 
Hill, asking an appropriation for the purpose of 


| testing by experiments the value of certain im- 


provements in the science of naval gunnery; which 
was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
Mr. CASS presented a petition of citizens of 
Ohio, asking that-bounty lands may be allowed to 
soldiers in the last war with Great Britain; which 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
Mr. DICKINSON presented the memorial. of 
Alfred G. Benson, proposing, on certain condi- 
tions, to establish mail communications between 
San Francisco, California, and Oahu, in the Sand- 
wich Islands, and Canton, in China; which was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. BENTON presented a memorial of the 


| mayor of the city of St. Louis, Missouri, asking 


the cession to that city of all the public lands lying 
within its corporate limits; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands, and the mo- 
tion to print to the Committee on Printing. $ 
Also, the memorial of Sophia: Davenport, heir 
of Ed. James, asking indemnity for french spolia- 
tions prior to 1800; which was ordered. to he on 
the table. S 
Also, a petition from Lazärus Knapp, a soldier 
in the war with Mexico, asking to be allowed 


ii bounty land; whieh was referred to the Committee 
ii on Pensions. . 


Mr. STURGEON presented the memorial of 
J. K: Rogers, legal representative of the widow 
and children of a Chetokee Indian, asking com- 
pensation for an Indian reservation of which he 
was- dispossessed by the authorities of the State 
of Georgia; which was referred to the Committee 


Lon Indian Affairs. 
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THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Feb. 25. 


ENLARGEMENT OF THE CAPITOL. 


Mr. PEARCE. Mr.. President, I have been re- 
quested to present the memorial of Robert Mills, 
civil engineer and architect, asking an investiga- 
tion of certain plans, models, and estimates made 
by him of improvements and additions. to. the 
Capitol. In moving the reference of this memo- 
rial; it is scarcely nece sary for me here to suggest 
that, in the Senate chamber, we-shall soon want 
more room, that the House of Representatives is 
not sufficiently large for the accommodation of all 
the members, while it, is well known that the 
library is so cramped that many of the books 
cannot be arranged, and that they have to'be put 
away in boxes. | It is manifest that the Capitol re- 
quires enlargement. I move the reference of this 
memorial to the Committee on Public Buildings. 

The memorial was so referred. 


RESOLUTIONS FROM NEW JERSEY. 


Mr. DAYTON. Mr. President, [ present cer- 
tain joint resolutions from the Legislature of New 
Jersey, asking for an appropriation for surveys 
on the shores of that Siate. 

- L beg to say in connection with this memorial 
that, in reference to this survey, a small appro- 
priation might be beneficially expended. The 
eastern part of our shore is washed by the waters 
of the ocean, and in the bay of New York Ged- 
ney’s channel has been discovered. But Congress 
seems to have overlooked the fact in its past appro- 
priations, Our coast survey has likewise dis- 
covered a channel in Delaware bay of great utility, 
in reference to which a small appropriation would 
be. cxceedingly useful; and I beg respectfully to 
ask the attention of the Committee on Commerce 
to the request of the Legislature of New Jersey in 
reference to these matters. As these are legisla- 
tive resolutions, 1 beg that they may be read, 
printed, and referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 


‘Ihe resolutions were accordingly: read, ordered | 


to be printed, and were referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion by Mr. HUNTER, 


Ordered, That the petition of Cyrus H. MeCormick, on 
the :lesof the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pat- 
ents and the Patent Office. 


Un motion by Mr. BERRIEN, 

Ordered, That the petition of Janes Chapman, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, reported a joint resolution for the 
settlement of acconnts with the heirs and repre- 
sentatives of Col. Pierce M. Butler, late agent for 
the Cherokee Indians; which was read and passed 
to a second reading. 

Also, from the same committee, a joint resolu- 
tion to extend the provisions of a joint resolution 
for the benefit of Frances Slocum and her children 
and grandchildren, of the Miami tribe of Indians, 
approved March 3d, 1845, to certain other indi- | 
viduals of the same tribe. 

The joint resolution having been read a first | 


tinre— i 


Mr. BRIGHT. Mr. President, I ask the Sen- 
ate to consider this resolution now. I presume 
there will be no objection, | can explain it ina 
minute, by reference to the joint resolution whose 
provisions it is intended to exiend. It is therein | 
provided— 

«That the portions or shares of the annuities or other | 
moneys which are now or may hereafter become payable to 
the Miami tribe of tudians due to the following named 
persons, [therein mentioues,} members of said tribe of In- 
dians, shall be hereafter and forever payabie to them and 
ther desceudauts at Fort Wayne or Peun, or such other 
place in the State of Indiana as we Seerctary of War shali 
dieet, ”? 

“Tha 
part t 


t ifthe aforesaid Indians, their descendants, or any | 
f, shall hereafter remove to the country west of } 
the Mississippi river, assigned tu the Miami tribe of Judians, | 
then andin such ease the portions or shares of annuities, or 
other moneys payable to said tribe, shall be paid to such | 
persons s0 removing at the place of payment of annuities 


i; mittee on Finance. 


*© citizens’? was- changed to`-*‘ residents.” The 


resolution was reported to the Senate; the amend- 
ment was concurred in, and it was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, and was read a third 
time and passed. A 

Mr. DAWSON,"from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to which was referred the petition of 
Margaret Hetzel, administratrix of the estate of | 
Assistant Quartermaster Heizel, submitted a re- 
port, which was ordered to be printed, accom- 
panied by a bill for the relief of Mrs. Margaret 
Hetzel, widow and administratrix of A. R. Het- 
zel, latë Assistant Quartermaster in the Army of ; 
the United States, which was read and passed to a 
second reading. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee of 
Claims, reported a bill to provide for the unpaid | 
claims of the officers and soldiers of the Virginia 
State and Continental lines of the revolutionary 
army; which was read and passed to a second 
reading.” 

Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs; to which was referred the petition of John | 
S. Van Dyke, made an adverse report on the same; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Also, from the same committee, to which had | 
been referred the memorial of Mrs. Commodore | 
McKay, and the petition of J. Sydney Henshaw, 
asked to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the same; which was agreed to. 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which had been referred the petitions of 
John Madlam and of citizens of Philadelphia, 
moved to be discharged from the further consider- 
ation of the same, and that they be referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs; which was 
agreed to. ; 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred a memorial of the Legislature of Alabama, | 
asking the sale of certain public lands, submitted 
a report, which was ordered to be printed, accom- | 
panied by a bill to authorize the sale of reserved | 
lands, and for other purposes; which was read 
and passed to a second reading. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the memorial of the Legislature of Mis- 
souri, in relation to an extension of the right of 
preémption, reported that it was unnecessary and 
inexpedient. 

BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 

Mr. FELCH, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to bring in a bill to provide seals of | 
office for the Surveyors General of the public 
lands; which was read a first and second time by 


| its title and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 


i 


The VICE PRESIDENT said there was a bill |; 
on the table which had been read a third time on |j 


the Senate to a circumstanée so unusual to me, 
that I believe it is the first time I have found occa-’ 
sion to make such an appeal to the Senate for the 
thirty years during which I have been a member 
of this body. I was not in my place on Thursday 
last, when the debate took place in which I was 
referred to by the Senator from Alabama, now in 
his seat, [Mr. Cremens ] I have seen in the 
papers what appears to be a revised report of what. 
was said upon that occasion, and which I shall 
read to the Senate: 


“Mr. Cremens. The motion of the Senator from Mis- 
souri, [Mr. BENTON] and the first of the series of resolutions 
presented not long since by the Senator from Kentucky, 
{Mr. Cray,} are in substance the same. [ shall consider 
and treat them as identical. ‘They seem to be so regarded 
by the Senator from Kenteky himself, though his speects 
at one time certainly left a different impression on my 
mind. :I suppose i did not understand him rightly, Be 
that, however, as itimay, there is now entire concord of 
opinion and action between himself and the Senator from 
Missouri. A concord which is by no means the least sig- 
nificant of the portents by which we are surrounded. 1 
| have read indeed that a time was coming wien the Hon 
and the Jamb shouid lie down together, but I did not expect 
to witness anything approaching that happy state in my 
day. Ali incredulity, however, is now at an-end, and Tam 
prepared to believe ia any miracle, and treat with grave 
consideration any propheey. When ‘Thomas H. Benton and 
Henry Clay, ‘the great expunger,’ and ‘the great emboi- 
ment,’ are found holding sweet converse with each other, 
forgetting the animositi«s of thirty years, and Jovingly pull- 
ing side by side in the same team, there can be nothing so 
wild aad fanciful as to defy belief.” x $ ‘a b 

“Mr. Cray. Sir, itis not my purpose to enter into an 
elaborate reply to the argument of the eloquent gentleman 
from Alabaina—a Senator who, I ain io hopes, wih add 
honor to this body by the talent and ability which be has 
| brought into it. Bat, sir, it seems to me that there were 
i twoor three observations made by that Senator which de- 
| mand from me some short notice. And the firstis an allu- 
sion to an intercourse between a Senator who is not new in 
| his seat—the Senator from Missouri—and myself} in which 
the gentleman remarked that the lion and the lamb had got 
together. Ido not know to which of these quadrupeds he 
assigned me; J should make a very poor lamb Tain afraid, 
and I am very far from being ambi ious of claiming the 
| prowess of the tion.” 

“Mr. Cremens. I meant, of course, that the Senator 
from Keutueky was the lion. I meant simply to express, 
by this figure, that they who had always heretofore been the 
antipodes of each other, had now met together upon this 
i question, and therefore that the South was menaced with 
danger? 


Mr. BENTON, (continuing.) Now, Mr. Presi- 
dent, with all the decorum which is due to this 
| body — 3 
Mr. CLEMENS. Will the Senator give way 
| for a moment for an explanation ? 

Mr. BENTON, certainly. | hope it will be 
unnecessary for me to say anything more. 

Mr. CLEMENS. The Senator has assumed 
| what is not the fact. He has assumed that what 
| he has read is a corrected report of what I said. 


! I never saw the report of that remark in reply to 


i Mr. Cray until after it was published. If l bad 
done so, I think 1 should probably have expressed 


| the 4th instant, being the bill to relinquish the re- 


the same idea, but in different language. I would 


versionary interest of the United States to a certain 
reservation therein ‘mentioned, and to confirm the | 
title of Charles G. Gunton, which bill was taken 
up and passed, and sent to the House of Repre- 
sentatives for its concurrence. 

The bill from the House supplementary to the 
act entitled an act supplementary to the act en- 
titled an act establishing a mint and regulating | 
i the coins of the United States, was read a first and | 
second time by its tide and referred to the Com- 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN gave notice that he would 
atan early day ask leave to introduce a bill for 
further regulating the navigation of the western 
waters of the United States, and providing better 
security therefor, 

Mr. BRIGHT gave notice that he would to- 


|| regarded as a great danger to the South. 
|| this explanation, I am ready to hear almost any- 


not have said that ‘therefore the South was in 
i danger,” bu: I would have explained that that 
: combination between the Senator from Missouri 
nd the Senator from Kentucky made it almost 
i certain that California would be admitted, which I 
With 


; thing which the Senator from Missouri has to say. 
Mr. BENTON. l am greatly relieved by the 
explanation. 1 had hoped that the honorable 
| Senator would relieve me from the necessity of 
i saying anything further. He has not revised the 
report of the part of his speech to which I 
specially except, and I understand him now to 
ay that he regards the Senator from Kentucky 


'[Mr. Cray] and myself to be of accord in wish- | 


ing to bring California into the Union, and that he 
would consider the admission of California as men- 


troduce the following bills: 
A bill to reduce the price of the public lands in the 
great Miami reservation, in the State of indiana. 


county of Jay aud Adams, in the State of Indiana. 
RESOLUTION. 


to said tribe of Indians.’? 


The Indians named in that joint resolation |; 


are still residents of Indiana and owners of land; 


and the object is to make that annuity payable to | 
them where they are, g i 
The motion to proceed to the consideration of the `` 
resolution was agreed to, and it was considered as 
in Committee of the Whole. 


On motion of Mr. ATCHISON, the word 


j; 
| 
| 
i 
| 
i 


i 
| 


_ Mr. PEARCE submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered by unanimous consent 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Seeretary of War furnish the Senate, 
as suon as practicable, with any recent report or other in- 
formation in reference to the geology and topography of 


S 


California now in possession of the War Department 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 
Mr. BENTON. I wish to ask the attention of 


morrow, or some subsequent day, ask leave to in- | 


A bill directing the sale of marsh lands in the 


acing danger to the South. I believe that takes 
| away the necessity of my adding anything further, 
(and, happy to have an opportunity of catching at 
i anything that will save me the necessity of making 
a denial on this floor, I accept what the geneman 
| Says. * 

ji TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENTS. 


t 

| The VICE PRESIDENT. The next business 
| in order is the resolution of the Senator fram Mis- 
: Sissippi, in relation to the establishment of Terri- 
n torial Governments for California, Deseret, and 
| New Mexico. 

i Mr. FOOTE. I move that that resolution be 
taken up for the purpose of being referred toa 
|| committee of thirteen—six of whom to be select- 
ji ed from the slave States and six from the free 


” 
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States, ard one to be chosen by these twelve— 
with instructions to take upon themselves the duty 
of endeavoring to procure a compromise embracing 


all the questions now arising out of the institution 
of slavery. . 


The motion was agreed to, and the question was 


stated to be on the motion to refer it to a commit- 
tee of thirteen. 


Mr. TURNEY. It is not my purpose to pre- 
sent any opposition to the reference which is pro- 
posed. My. principal object in rising is to cor- 
rect a misrepresentation of the proceedings of my 
own State in connection with this subject. I think it 
is due to the State which I have the honor in part 
to represent, that this correction should be made. I 
find in the National Intelligencer of Saturday morn- 
ing the following article, which 1 will ask the Sec- 
retary to read. : 


The Secretary accordingly read as follows: 


“ From the Nashville Union of February 14. 

Tug SOUTHERN CONVENTION—TENNESSER AGAINST IT 
—The movers in this schem@abroad will not fail to mark 
the fact that the Legislature which recently adjourned re- 
fused to countenance the proposed Convention here is June 
—refused.to appoint delegates to it—on the contrary, con- 
denined its purposes, as set forth hy some of its advocates, 
in the most decided manner. Asa strong indieation of the 
feelings which prevailed in that body, the lower house, just 
before its adjournment, passed, by an almost unanimous 
vote, the following resolutions, which were introduced by 
Mr. Allen: 

© Resolved by the General Assembly of the State of Ten- 
< nessee, That the chief sopree or happiness and prosperity of 
“the people.of the United States, both as individuals and as 
Sa nation, has been conferred by and through the Union of 
‘the States, and the adoption of our sacred Constitution— 
“the adoption of which. was cffeeted by the compromises 
Sand concessions of our patriotic sires, both of the North 
tand the South, 

“< Resolved, further, That the continuation of that hap- 
€ piness and prosperity, and even liberty itself, depends npon 
tthe perpetuity of the Union, ‘one and indivisible.’ Phat 
4 the destruction of the cause of liberty in our own beloved 
"land wil not confine its effects to the borders of the home j 
“of Washington, but would sound the death-knelt of liberal 
<goverumentin every part of the civilized world. 

sé Resolved, further, That the patriotic people of the State 
Sof Tennessee, deprecating the sad effects of a disanion of 
“these States to tuemselves, to their children, and to the 
«world, and also feeling a sacred regard to the memory and 
4 services of their revolutionary fathers, WILL STAND BY AND 
4 DEFEND THE UNION ‘AT ALL HAZARDS AND TO THE LAST 
“EXTREMITY. ?? 

“ We are glad that, so far, Tennessee has no part nor lot in 
this matter. She has refused, by her legislature, to recog- 
nize it, and wisely, too; and it is for the people here to frown 
upon itas it deserves. fn the purposes avowed by its pro- 
jectors, she can have no participation. Her State capital, 
itis true, may be desecrated by men who, under the influ- 
ence of mistaken zeal, or, worse, parricidal wishes to blot 
ont the nufional existence, may come here; but she, we 
cannot doubt, will, in all possible ways, enter her solemn 
protest against the whole movement; aud we euvy not the 
future of those who, forgetting the devotion of the great 
men whose last resting place is beneath ber sod, shal! be 
found consorting with those who would rend in pieces the j 
glorious flag under which her patriotic, dead gained the 
laurels which now ciuster around their tombs.”? 


Now, sir, in the first place, it is not true that 
any such article as this ever appeared in the Nash- 
ville Union. The Intelligencer bas mistaken the 
paper from which it has made the extract. I have 
before me the Nushville Union, advocating the 
southern convention as strongly as any paper, [| 
believe, in any of the southern States. {do not 
charge this asa fraudulent and intentional mistake 
upon the part of the Intelligencer. I know not | 
how they fell into the error. F doubt not they can 
explain it, and that their explanation wit! ac- 
company the remarks which [ make. I repeat, 
that I make no charge of any intentional misstate- | 
ment upon the partof the National Intelligencer. 

Again: Mr. President, this does not give the || 
resolution as adopted by the Legislature of Ten- 
nessee. The last resolution is a correct copy, as 
far as it goes, but it leaves out the most important | 
and material ‘part of the resolution, and is there- 
fore calculated to make a false impression. upon 
the public mind, as to the position and the opin- 
ions assumed by the Legislature of that State. i 

The resolution, as adopted by the Legislature of: |; 
Tennessee, reads as follows: 4 

“ Resolved, further, That the patriotic peaple of the State | 

j 
i 
t 


of Tennessee, deprecating the sad effects of a disunion of | 
these States to themselves, to their children, and to the | 
world, and also feeling a sacred regard to the memory and 
services of their revolutionary fathers, will stand by and de- | 
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| TO THE LAST EXTREMITY, any and all attempts to violate the 


|! far more for them to select these delegates—but 


| the editor desires to preserve the Union, and we 


| the Union must be preserved. 


fend the Union ‘at all hazards and to the last extremity; 
and that the only manner by which the Union can be preserved 
in its original purity, so as to secure to the several Stutes their 
constitutional rights, is Ly RESISTING, AT ALL HAZARDS AND 


spirit and intent of its provisions.” 

[The portion to which the honorable Senator 
particularly referred is printed in italics. —Rep.] 

This part of the resolution, sir, being the most 
important and material portion of those adopted 
by the Legislature was entirely left out by the In- 
telligencer, yet I do not charge that the editor has 
done it; doubtless he has taken it from some other 
paper. But certain it is that he did not take it 
from the Nashville Union; he must have taken it 
from some other paper. ` 

Again, this account is false in this: it assumes 
that the Legislature of Tennessee not only failed 
to appoint delegates to that Convention, but that 
they condemned the holding of this Convention, 
and the motives and objects of those who have 
moved in it, and who were its advocates. It is 
equally false and untrue—palpably false in relation 
to one party of that Legislature; and [ would add, 
sir, equally false as to the other—palpably false as 
relates to both of the great political parties of that 

tate. . 

The history of the proceedings before the Legis- 
lature upon this subject is this: The Democrats 
had a majority in the House, and the Whigs a 
majority in the Senate. The resolutions were in- 
troduced into the House, and were, | believe, sub- 
stantially copies of the resolutions passed by the 
Legislature of Mississippi, with the exception ofa 
resolution taking a broad and strong ground against 
the admission of California, placing it, I believe, 
upon the same footing of the Wilmot proviso or 
a territorial bill. hese resolutions passed the 
House, and also a resolution providing for thé ap- 
pointment of delegates to that convention—a 
southern convention, to. be held at Nashville. 
The resolutions passed the House by a party vote. 
The Whigs, however, offered resolutions, substan- 
tially those which I hold in my hand, and which 
were finally passed by both Houses, And in re- 
lation to the sending of delegates to the conven- 
tion, the Whig party took this ground: First, that 
they deemed it proper that the people themselves 
should determine whether they should choose the 
representatives in that convention; and, secondly, 
if they choose to be represented in the convention 
to be held, that they themselves should choose the 
representatives in that convention. Therefore it 
is that I assume the charge contained in this paper 
—copied, I have no doubt, from some other paper 
—is palpably false in relation to both political par- 
ties of the Legislature of that State; that neither 
party repudiates nor condemns the southern con- 
vention, to be held at Nashville. One of the parties 
advocates it, and maintains that the Legislature is 
the proper party to appoint these delegates, and 
they passed a resolution to thateffect. In one body 
of the Legislature, they bad a majority; and in the 
other House where the Whigs had a majority, 
they believed it inexpedient for the Legislature to 
determine upon the propriety of sending delegates 


that they should be selected by the people them- 
selves. : 
While I am up, I would say one word further. 
Why does the Intelligencer select those one-sided | 
statements coming from the South, and publish | 
them in the columns of that paper? f doubt not 


can find nothing scarcely in the columns of that 
paper but the Union and the great Whig President. 
Is that the only mode of proceeding? Can the 
Union be preserved by such a course of policy? 
A one-sided opposing of the South, and assuming 
yet a peaceable mode of preserving the Union, is 
but carrying out the designs and wishes of the 
northern fanatics upon the rights and interests of | 
the South; and the submission of the southern 
people seems, to be the only peaceable mode, in 
the estimation of the editor of this paper, by which 


Mr. President, the people of Tennessee love this 
Union as sincerely—yea, as dearly, as the editor 


| for proceediy 


of the Intelligencer; and yet, sir, they must stand 
by the resolutions that they have passed. They 
have decided upon a peaceful mode of preserving 
it, It is to defend and protect ‘the Constitution 
-which guaranties it, which cements it, and’ which 
created this Union itself, and without which there 
can be no Union. They therefore resist, at all 
hazards, to the last extreme, any encroachment 
upon their rights—either upon their righisas equal, 
or their rights and property. ‘This, they say, is 
the only mode by which it can be preserved; and 
it does seem to me that the editor of this paper, 
occupying such a position, the sole object of which 
fs to preserve the Union, should not be so remark- 
ably one-sided in all his editorials. Sir, it leaves 
but one impression upon my mind; and that is, 
that much as he loves the Union, he is willing to 
place it in jeopardy by carrying out those measures 
which the Legislatures of the southern States have, 
almost every one of them, pronounced a sufficient 
cause for resistance, in that they foreshadow the. 
result of the dissolution of the Union. If he is 
for the Union, he is for it according to the wishes 
and desires of the northern people. He..will 
jeopard it as a sacrifice, rather than fail to carry. 
Into practival operation the designs of these north- 
ern fanatics which have produced such excitement. 
If he desires the preservation of the Union, let him 
make one or two appeals to his northern friends, 
and not appeal enurely and exclusively to the 
South. Does the editor suppose that there is no 
patriotism in the South? If he does, for one I 
cannot agree with him. The North have nothing 
to sacrifice in regard to this question; for, if they 
have something to sacrifice, they would be willing 
to make an equal sacrifice. They do possess pa- 
triotism; and if the Intelligencer would appeal to 
them, and ask them to stay their hand in xheir 


| onward road of aggression upon the South, they 


would be more likely to preserve it in that way 
than in the mode he chooses to adopt. 

Mr. DOWNS. Will the honorable Senator 
from Tennessee allow me to ask him a question? 
It has been stated in many of the papers that the 
people, or the municipal authorities, | cannot tell 
which, have interfered to prevent the assembling 
of this Convention at Nashville. I should be glad 
to hear if the honorable Senator has any informa- 
tion on that subject; and if he has, I hope. he will 
be kind enough to furnish it to the Senate, And 
as something has been said also about Gen, A fme: 
strong being opposed to the Convention and.being’ 
willing to use Gen. Jackson’s sword to disperse it, 
will the honorable Senator give us any information 
he may possess on that point. 

Mr. TURNEY. Mr. President, my informa- 
tion frorn Tennessee is that the people arë anxious 
that the Convention should sit there, and they 
will afford them every possible facility. I hope 
and believe that they will have delegates to sit 
with them, and that these rumors referred to by 
the Senator from Louisiana (Mr. Downs] in rela- 
tion to the declaration of Gen. Armstrong are 
false. I had a conversation with Gen. Armstrong 
on Sunday morning in relation to the misrepresent- 
ations about the resolutions passed by the Legis- 


| lature of Tennessee, and in relation to what steps 


should now be taken, inasmuch as no provision has 
been made for the appointment of delegates. Gen. 
Armstrong is in favor of the State sending dele- 
gates to this Convention, and he told mé he would 
exert his influence among his friends in. the State 


| to induce them to call a State Convention and ap- 
; point delegates. 


1, therefore, feel authorized to 


state that the rumor in relation to Gen. Armstrong 


! is untrue aid has no foundation in fact. 


I rise to say that I will not now 
press the motion I have introduced, as the hour 
ig to the orders of the day has arrived. 
he subject now lie on the table. <= 
I wish simply to ask, what is 
on now? 


Mr, FOOTE. 


1 move that t 
Mr. HALE. i 
the state of the questi 


“Mr. FOOTE. I wish it to be passed by in- 
ally. , 
fohe VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution was 


taken up and a motion made by the honorable* 
Senator from Mississippi to refer it to a select 
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committee of thirteen. It. is now proposed to 
pass by that motion informally. : ae 
Mr. HALE. I was absent from my seat just 
now, ard did. not hear the Senator from Missis- 
sippi (Mr. Foorr] make his motion. I had given 
notice that when the resolution came up 1 ghould 
offer. an amendment to it, in order that it might be 
referred to the same commiltee and at the same 
time. I hope the honorable Senator will with- 
draw the motion for a moment to allow me to sub- 
mit the amendment. I do not want to discuss it, 
but have en opportunity of voting upon it. 
Mr. FOOTE. I have no objection. 
‘Mr. HALE. The motion to pass by informally 
being withdrawn, 1 offer the following amendment: 
“ Securing to the inhabitan’s of those Territories all the 
privilegés. and liberties secured to the inhabitants o: the 
Northwest.Territory by the ordinance of July 13, 1787.” 


1 now renew the motion to pass by this subject 
informally. À , 
The motion was agreed to. 


THE COMPROMISE. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
resolutions some time since offered by Mr. Cray. 

Mr. MILLER resumed and concluded the 
speech which he commenced on Tharsday last. 
[His speech will be found in the Appendix. ] 

Mr. RUSK. As there is a special order for to- 
morrow, 1 will move that these resolutions be 
postponed until Wednesday. 

Mr. WALKER. I would ask if it is the in- 
tention of the honorable Senator to address the 
Senate ‘upon the resolutions on that day? 

Mr. RUSK. That.is my object. The motion 
was agreed to, and the resolutions were accord- 
ingly postponed until Wednesday. 


COMMITTEE TO PREPARE A COMPROMISE. 


Mr. FOOTE. I now ask permission, sir, to 
renew the motion which I made this morning for 
the appointment of a committee of thirteen, with 
certain instructions, for the purpose of maturing a 
scheme of compromise for the adjustment of all 
pending questions growing out of the subject of 
slavery. I will state that the resolution which 
l have presented for this purpose has been care- 
fally drawn; and that it will not interfere in the 
least degree with the propositions that have been 
or may be submitted by any other gentleman. If 
this résolution be adopted and the questions refer- 
red, the resolutions of the Senator from Kentucky 
will still be before the Senate, as the motion of 
the Senator from Missouri to refer the President's 
message in relation to the admission of California 
to the Committee on Territories, will also be for 
consideration. My object is not to interfere with 
debate, but to let it go on for a few days, and 
in the mean time I hope the committee will be ac- 
corded by the Senate. I have an abiding, an en- 
tire confidence that the thirteen gentlemen selected 
to serve upon that committee will arrange some 
scheme for the permanent adjustment of those 
questions that now agitate the country. And, sir, 
if this be not speedily done, much more serious 
consequences than those which we have yet real- 
ized will inevitably ensue. 1 do hope that, under 
the circumstances, honorable Senators, if they 
have not very good reasons for voting against my 
resolution, will sustain it. a 

Mr. CLEMENS. How will this committee be 
constituted ? 

Mr. FOOTE. The motion is to select by ballot 
six Senators from the slaveholding and six from 

the free States; and the thirteenth member to be 
chosen by the twelve thus elected; and the duty 
of the committee is prescribed in the paper which 
I have submitted to the Senate. 

Mr. BADGER. Will the Senator modify his 
resolution so that this may be cleariy expressed? 

Mr. FOOTE. Certainly, sir, i have no objec- 
tiun to any modification that may be desired con- 
sistent with the general object. 

Mr. DAYTON. {deshe to state, what will be 
in the memory doubtless of the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi, and other members of this body, that the 
Senator from New Hampshire has cliered an 
amendment to his resolution, and if my recollection 
of that. amendment be correct, it brings up the 
whole,question that is now undergoing discussion. 
The resolution, together with the amendment, pre- 
sents the very questions that are now in the course 

of general discussion; and I suppose, before we 
can vote upon the main proposition submitted in 


the resolution of the Senator, from Mississippi, | has been made yet. He came in too soon with 


we shall be compelled to vote upon the amend- |; his proposition. 


ment that has been offered by the Senator from 
New Hampshire. 

Mr. FOOTE. Where is the Senator from New 
Hampshire?. | warned him this morning that I 
was going to make this motion, as soon as the 
Senator from New Jersey had finished his speech. 
I haveno objection that the Senator from New 
Hampshire shall offer his amendment, but I wish 
the matter referred as speedily as possible. Be- 
sides, sir, why a resolution involving the Wilmot 
proviso should be referred, E cannot understand. 
'That would certainly involve no question of com- 
promise. lhave no objection, however, to allow 
the Senator from New Hampshire to move his 
amendment, if it be deemed expedient; but m, 
object is to take up the resolution and have the 
committee appointed. 

Mr. BUTLER. It is not for any purpose of 
creating difficulty on this subject that { oppose the 
raising of this committee. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 1 would re- 
mind the Senator that the question is upon taking 
up the resolution. 

Mr. BUTLER. That I understand, brings up 
the whole question for discussion; however, i 
hope it may be taken up. 

The question chen being put upon taking up 
the resolution for consideration, it was agreed to. 

Mr. BUTLER. { shall oppose the course indi- 
cated by the Senator frora Mississippi very de- 
cidedly. If these various subjects in dispute are 
to go to onecommittee, they ought not to go, in 
my opinion, to such a committee until after a full 
discussion shall have been had here. 

Mr. WEBSTER. Certainly. 

Mr. BUTLER. My friend from Texas is de- 
sirous of presenting his views with reference to 
the boundary of Texas, as weil as to the subject 
generally; and there are many other genilemen 
who desire to express their views. l have not 
heard the opinions of those gentiemen, nor will 
the committee have heard them, if it is now 
raised. Many gentlemen of able minds in this 
body have not yet expressed their views, and the 
better way, it appears to nie, would Le to tet the 
discussion go on in the Senate to its final conclu- 
sion before we submit the matter to a subordinate 
committee, who will have only such jurisdicuon 
as we give to them; in other words, i think we 
should not submit the case to the jury before the 
argument is gone through with. à objected to i 
the other day, and still object. What this com- 
mittce will do, am not abie to say. ‘hey may 
bring forward a proposition that will coutun the 
elements of a compronnse—but who are to com- 
pose that committee? For one, I do not know; | 
should be willing, however, to trust the committee 
ulumately, when the subjects now in controversy 


| have been fully and freely discussed; and especially 


afier we have had an opportunity of hearing the 
suggestions of all those gentlemen whose opin- 
ions are entitled to respect. I do not know but 
that the committee may be a very intelligent com- 


| mittee, and very capable of bringing forward a 
ron F Bing 


compromise that will be satisfactory, but L cannot 
suppose that they will be as well qualified to act 
beiore, as they would be after they had heard all 
the suggestive remarks that may be made by Sen- 
ators here, or al least by those who choose to of- 
fer remarks. 


tucky; here will be a discussion going on upon 


the mouon of the Senator from Missouri; they j 


wili be reserved to the Senate while this commit- 
tee will have it within ius power to report a bill, 
which might not be reported if the committee had 


| first listened to the discussions that were taking 
place here; if they had first consulted the opinions 


of those whose views it must be supposed are en- 
titled to respect; if they had paid some. attention 
to remarks made outside of the committee. The 
committee will doubtless meet and confer together 
witn closed doors, and it is to be supposed, if the 
subject be now referred, that ihey wiil take their 


own course independently of any suggestions that ; 


are made here. 


Here wiil be a discussion going on 
upon the resolutions of the Senuter from Ken- 


| consider satisfactory. 
' resolution is so drawn up as not in the least de- 


Sir, | must be permitted to say 
that there is a disposition prevalent to bring it in 
too soon. Many cther gentlemen have propo- 


sitions for an adjustment—I do not use the word 
“compromise—and I am willing to listen. to their 
' suggestions. 


g I am very unwilling, however, to 
take any portion of this subject and commit it to 
any.one committee. As soon as the discussion i$ 
ended, 1 will acquiesce in the reference; but a pre- 


: mature reference I shouid consider a very unfortu- 
i nate course. 


` 


Mr. FOOTE. I regret to differ with my friend 


i from South Carolina, but 1 do so decidedly and 
| on deliberation. 


i 
i 
t 
| 
| 


l think I have very good reasons 
for differing with him, and such as F hope he will 
Sir, as I stated before, the 


gree to interfere with the resolutions offered by 
| other gentlemen, and not in the least to interfere 
| with the course of debate in this chamber, at least 
| for a reasonable period. 1 did not expect—and £ 
am sure that my honorable friend from South 
Carolina hardly expected—that the subject could 
! be acted upon, by the committee as soon as within 
the next four days. I should hope, however, that 
a report would be made by Saturday next; for, so 
help me Heaven, if nothing be done betore Satur- 
day, during the next week occurrences are likely 
to take place of a nature to which I dare not do 
more than allude. F believe, sir, that during this 
| week these questions must be compromised, or no 
| compromise wiil be practicable. ł have good rea- 
sons, sir, for what I state. J personally know the 
| facts on which this declaration is based. I have 
| looked into the matter. 1 have conversed with mem- 
bers of both Houses of Congress; and | state, upon 
| my honor, that unless we do something during the 
i present week, I entertain nd the least doubt that 
i this subject will leave our jurisdiction, and leave it 
' forever. 

| Sir, Lam no alarmist; but Í am in the habit of 
| communicating more freely with the members of 
| 


the other House, perhaps, than my friend from 
South Carolina. 1 know that I express in this 
| statement the cpinion of a large portion of the 
| members of both Houses of Congress. i did not 
| originate this movement entirely on my own vo- 
‘tition; but 1 did it after serious consultation 
| with some of the wisest and ablest men in either. 
House of Congress; some of the sages of this 
| Republic. Is it supposed that I wish to inter- 
i fere with the Senator from Texas—the Senator 
‘from Massachusetts, whom some of us desire 
. most earnestly to hear? Is it supposed that I wish 
i to interfere aud prevent them from addressing the 
| Senate on this question, or to prevent the honor- 
| able Senator from South Carolina, whose speech 
| we hope to hear read in the Senate next Thurs- 
i day? Certainly | desire to do none of these things. 
i But if we raise this committee, and if it be com- 
‘posed, as 1 hope it will be—always excluding 
: myself, for 1 feel no desire to be a member of it; 
j on the contrary, I feel decidedly averse to being 
j upon it—of the ablest and most discreet and most 
| patriotic men in this body, those thirteen mem- 
' bers of the committee thus organized will deem it 


| their duty, | have no doubt, to be present when 


' an important debate like this is going on; nay, it 
; will be doubtless in accordance with their inclina- 
tion to be present. n 
Mr. BERRIEN. Will the honorable Senator 
allow the resolution to be read, for the purpose of 
enabling us the better to understand his remarks? 
i Mr. FOOTE. Certainly. 
| The Secreiary then read the resolution to ap- 
point and instruct a select committee as follows: 

s To refer to a select committee Of six members from the 
North, and six members from the South, and one member 
; to be by them chosen, with instruetious to exert themselves 

for the purpose of maturing a scheme of compromise for 
; the adjustment of all the pending questions growing ont of 

the institution of slavery, and t0 report by pill or other- 
wise.’? 

Mr. FOOTE. Is my friend satisfied? Now, 
this is my view of the subject. I perfectly con- 
cur with the Senator from South Carolina that the 


I think the course pointed out by the Senator | 


from Mississippi is—and i say sə siucerely—very | 


unfavorable to the final and honorable adjustment 
of this question. 


i say, and l say it seriously, ! 
| that the movement made by the Senator from | 


i 
| 
Ì 


resolutions of the Senator from Kentucky, being 
of the character they are, were most inopportune- 
ly presented to us; and l have a much more de- 
cided impression in regard to the debate that has 
occurred —a sort of debate that | think wasalmost 
inevitable, coming as these resolutions did from 
such a high quarter, Sir, every day that we have 


Kentucky is the most unfortunate movement that | sat here—deliberating as we call it—agitating the 
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question of slavery in this, hall, we have placed | 


the Union instill greater peril. Itis possible, in my 
opinion, to dissolve this Union by agitation within 
the halis of Congress. Iam unwilling, therefore, 
that this debate should progress much farther under 
existing circumstances. If we can have a practi- 
cal plan.of adjustment presented, or even if we cag 
have a prospective plan ‘presented, that simple’ 
fact, in my judgment, will tend to calm the excite- 
ment that prevails here and elsewhere, throughout 
the Union ; and: when some scheme, judicious in 
its character, shall be presented to us and adopted 
here, and carried inte the House of Representa- 
tives, | cannot doubt it will there be ratified, and 
that it will tend to put an end forever to the con- 
troversy which ‘now so seriously endangers this 
Union. [ believe the remedy to which i have re-_ 
ferred is the only remedy ; for, sir, if we continue 
to discuss these abstract resolutions all the week, 
we will find atthe end of the weel-that we have 
done nothing except, to increase still more the ex- 
citement which prevails in this body, and to en- 
gerder, ina still greater degree the spirit of hos- 
tility which is now existing in both Houses of 
Congress, In my opinion, we would find it 
wholly impossible at the end of the week to obtain 
any adjustment of the prevailing difficulties. Be- 
lieving this to be the case, and being a sincere 
lover of the Union-——having no especial confidence 
m my own judgment, but very great confidence in 
the judgment of those with whom I have consult- 
ed, and for whom I entertain a very high ‘respect 
—I feel bound to persevere in the motion that I 
have made, If it be voted down, let gentlemen 
take the responsibility. Sir, here in the Senate, 
wien a public discussion is going on upon an ex- 
citing question, when honorable Senators feel au- 
thorized to declaim fely on either side in such 
a manner as necessarily to awaken feelings of a 
character endangering the safety of the republic, it 
is unreasonable to expect that a spirit of compro- 
mise will spring up in our midst; but, sir, send 
thirteen of the more discrect members of this body 
into a private room; there to confer with each 


other calmly and coolly, in the absence of all ex- 


citement, in the absence of every cause of irritation, 
and it will result, I believe, in their agreeing upon 
some plan of compromise that will settle this ques- 
tion forever. - 

Honorable Senators may dispose of this motion 
as they please; the responsibility of its rejection, I 
repeat, if they reject it, will rest with them. lam 
decidedly disposed to press the motion, though I 
cannot now argue it so forcibly as E would have 
been glad to do. 

Mr. BUTLER. 1 have no wish to protract 
this debate. L think the Senate will bear me wit- 
ness that I have shown no disposition to intro- 
duce into our discussions any element of an in- 
flammatory nature. I have long since come to 
the conclusion that it has an evil tendency, and I 
am still less inclined to do it now, as we seem to 
be approaching a crisis of a solemn and port- 
tentous character; for it cannot be otherwise than 
highly unfavorable to a deliberate and final settle- 
ment of the question. If it were at a distance I 
could afford to indulge somewhat in the temper of 
the times, but I think the time is past when de- 
clamation, inflammatory declamation especially, 
should be allowed; and I am not one of those who 
think that these long protracted speeches are going 
to have much effect in the settlement of the ques- 
tion. L should like to see the Senate converted 
into a conservative body. Whatever may be the 
result of this controversy, let us remain personally 
upon good terms. If the great calamity which 
has been indicated should come about, { should 
wish to part without having any unkind personal 
feeling with any member with whom I have been 
connected. I have no feeling of the kind. I know 
there have been very free imputations made upon 
some members of this body, especially on some 
gentlemen from the South, but I have made up my 
mind, thoroughly made up my mind, and when 
that is done it is unnecessary to indulge in any 
declamation one way or the other. I shall yield 
to no compromise that does not rest on a basis 
recognizing, in my opinion, the equality of the 
States, : 

Mr. FOOTE. Will the honorable Senator 
allow me to say that if the plan proposed by the 
committee should be by them unanimously adopt- 
ed, he will not be bound to vote for it; although J 
am satisfied, from some little knowledge which I 


‘almost unlimited debate upon topics which are in 


possess of the feelings of the. members. of thi® 
body, that no plan of adjustment will be brought 
in by any committee that is not fair and honorable 
on its face—fuir and equal in reference to. both 
sections of the Confederacy. If tf committee 
could not agree upon some such plan as that, they 
would make no report atall. If they should de- 
vise such a plan, who. would not rejoice to see it? 
And if it were not in such a shape. that we might | 
adopt it, at least it might be presented for our | 
modification. Would it not be better to have | 


some definite plan before us, especially when we |} 
consider that at present all we have to deal with is | 


abstract resolutions, leading to wild, stormy, and 


the highest degree calculated to excite and distract 
the country? 
submitted to us, gentlemen would consider it 
calmly, and thatit would have a great tendency to 
allay excitement. 
the adjustment of all these distracting questions 
would allay excitement in the other end of the 
Capitol. Iknow_ this to be the opinion of many 
of the best men in the other House, without re- 
gard to party feelings. They have assured me 
that, if we could do anything here towards ar- | 
ranging these difficulties that would not trench 
upon the rights and honor of the South—anything 
that would protect the character of the South in 
the adoption of a plan marked with equality, with 
brotherly kindness—if may use such a term as 
that--if any such plan should be adopted here, 
and sent to the House af Representatives for adop- | 
tion there, good might result from it; for T must 
say, Mr. President, that by large majority of the 
people of this country, the Union is believed to j 
be in the most imminent danger; and every body 


i 
H 
i 
H 
t 


seems solicitous, if possible, upon any honorable i 


pretext that may be offered, to aid in saving it frou | 
the ruin which is now impending. 


Sir, the present opportunity is a favorable one |' 


in other respects. We learn that only the other | 
p y 


day—last Saturday, I believe—a large meeting |: 


was held in Philadelphia, at which fanaticism was | 


I believe that if such a plan were i 
|i ner he proposes, they will be able to propose some 
J j| plan for the accommodation of these difficulties 
I think, too, that the hope of | 


South and six fromthe North—the twelve’ to: ap- 
point the thirteenth. =s 60° : 
Mr. HUNTER... Who willelect the six south- 
ern members? : eet 
Mr, FOOTE, The Senate, of course. i agih 
Mri WALKER. . In the remarks of the Sena- 
ee from Mississippi he has expressed the be- 
ie : 
_Mr. FOOTE. Will the Senator from Wiscon- 
sin pardon me for a moment? I propose that. the 
committee shall consist of three Democrats from the 
North and three Whigs from the North, and an 
equal number of Whigs and Democrats from the 
South. 
_Mr. WALKER. The Senator from Missis- 
sippi has expressed his strong conviction and firm 
belief that if this committee be raised in the man- 


with which he at least will be satisfied. Accam- 
panying that remark of the honorable Senator is 
the declaration which he has made before the Sen- 
atc, that he will not give up one hair’s breadth of 
the rights of the South. . He construes the rights 
of the South for himself,and of course gentlemen 
of the North construe the rights of the North for 
themselves, and they are standing in opposition to 
each other. LLappears to me that the declaration 
made by the honorable Senator from -Mississippi 


| sounds rather harshly when regarded as coming 


| from one who is proposing to be a compromiser, 

| Sir, what does the South claim to be her rights ? 
The honorable colleague of the Senator from Mis- 
| sissippi told us, upon one occasion, what is the 


| © 
| least that he will be content toaccept. 


Mr. FOOTE. Will my friend bear with me? 
i L did hope that the merits of this question would 
| not be discussed now, I hope the Senator from 
| Wisconsin will not embarrass the question by de- 
| bate at this time, which will increase excitement 
on this question, I desire that we may be allowed 
| to make the experiment that E have proposed. 

Mr. WALKER. I am not disposed to do any- 
hing that is calculated to produce excitement; I 


i 
j 
i 
l 


rebuked, great principles nobly asserted; at which | 


the true spirit of Americanism displayed itself so |i 


gloriously as must necessarily have established in | 
the hearts of aìl, that love for our Union which | 
perhaps was growing very faint in the breasts of | 
some portions of the community. 1 do think | 
the present occasion is the most favorable, the | 
present time the most opportune of any tnat can 


t 

think I have shown, on the other hand, some de- 
ire to allay excitement. But I was going on to 
| say that the other honorable Senator from Missis- 
i sippi [Mr. Davis] gave his explanation the other 
| day, and I understood it to be the Missouri com- 
| promise line, with a guarantee on the part of Con- 
| gress that slave property should be protected south 
| of that line. Well, sir, that amounts to the estab- 


possibly be selected, for raising this committee, |! lishment of the institution of slavery south. of that 


and if it could be raised now, and could have the 
advantage of hearing all the able speeches ex- 
pected shortly to be delivered, they would be 
enabled by Saturday next to report a plan. The | 
gentleman from South Carolina may shake his 
head, but I know what L say; let gentlemen take 
the responsibility of voting down the proposition 
if they please. I believe they would report a 
plan with which I should be satisfied, and I would 
never give up a hair’s breadth of the rights, 
nor do anything to compromise the honor of the | 
South. That committee should be composed, not | 
of ultraists, not of prejudiced men, not of fanat- 
jes, but it should be formed of the wise men of | 
this body; patriotic men—men who dare to meet | 

| 


‘line. Now, if that Senator expressed the views 
P 


|| of the South, if that is the ultimatum, and if there: 


| is nothing short of that with which they wall be” 
satisfied, mark my words, you: may raise a coms: 
| mittee here, and you may swear them on the Holy 
Evangelists to discharSe their duty to their coun- ` 
try, to themselves, and to their God, and they 
will never bring in a proposition which will be 
| adopted. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I understand the 
| Senator from Wisconsin (Mr. Water] to say 
| that he did not understand my position. 
Mr. WALKER. I spoke of the Senator’s po- 
| sition as I understood it, but I believe he has ex- 
plained it several times. 

Mr. DAVIS. My position was, that under the 


faction, and put it down; who dare to risk them- | 
selves before the country in behalf of the Union. 
I would risk my life on their being able to report ! 


which might be recommended, these thirteen men | 


of high character, weight, and influence, from every 
part of the republic, would be abie to sustain | 
them down. This they would feel, and upon that 
fecliag they would act with becoming firmness; 
and that plan, thus supported, thus backed by high 


character, would meet with proper respect here, + 


and in the House of Representatives, and through- 
out the republic, and we should be saved from 
those evils, to which, as a nation, we are, in my 
opinion, speedily approaching. 
Mr. CLEMENS. How does the Senator pro- 
ose that the committee shall be constituted ? 
Mr. FOOTE. I propose to refer all questions 


connected with this subject to a select committee {| 


of. thirteen, to consist of six members from the 


themselves against the efforts of all factions to put |; opinions, 1 was willing, in a spit 
' to divide the territory, waiving t 


Constitution of the United States every species of | 
| property held by citizens of the United States had 
| a right to go into the territory which is the com- 
‘mon possession of the United States; that was 


| North insisting that slave property could not go” 
into any of the 1e South 
that it could go into all the Territories—if no- set- 


i tement could be made between these conflicting 
rit of compromise, 


he question which 
| is presented between the two sections of the Uni- 
ted States, and to say that the Missouri compro- 
| mise line be extended totae Pacific: epee 
| recognizing that right which we contend to exis 
|: in all the T south of the line 36° 30", and 
|: giving to the North the territory north of that line 
i with slavery ‘prohibited. That was a distinct 
| proposition; that was a distinct compromise. 
|" Mr. BADGER, (in his seat.) Not to establish 
H slavery south of the line. ; 
i "Mr, DAVIS. No,not to establish slavery; but, 
|! as we could not settle this question during the 


ae 
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present antagonism, L was willing to divide the 
territory. . Not to establish slavery in any part of 
it. No, sir; slavery never was established in any 
part of the United States by law. Property m 
slaves is like property inevery thing else: 1t comes | 
from an authority above law; it precedes all law. 
The Jaw only recognizes it. The recognition of 
the rights'of the South. by Congress is not to es- 
tablish slavery. We of the-South have been 
lone willing to stake this question upon the de- 
cisian of the Supreme Court. We have-asked of 
the North the right to carry this question to the | 
Supreme Court. That right has been denied us. 
We stand. now, sir, as we have always stood, | 
upon the Constitution; and if there be no dispo- | 
sition to compromise, we have lived, as we will 
die, by the Constitution. Atm I understood? And 
is this the ‘position which the Senator from Wis- 
consin thinks will defeat compromise? ‘Is it the 
assertion of the supremacy of the.Constitution | 
over the will of a majority in Congress which he |; 
considers a declaration defeating all propositions 
of settlement? If so, then the bond of this 
Union is already broken. Jt has no existence :| 
save what it derives from the Constitution. If he} 
supposes that the majority of this Congress shall 


satisfactory. lam not-opposed to terms of ad- 
justment, but Lam opposed to precipitate. action 
whichmay putin jeopardy the constitutional rights 
of either section of the Union. | think, sir, we are 
moving towdtds this step by step, and that ‘* cau- 
tion ? should “mark our guarded way.” And, 
| sir, if we take one step in creating this committee 
that should happea to be unsatisfactory to either 
section of the Union, we would only be throwing 
impediments in the way of the realization of the 
final adjustment of this matter. J have merely in- 
dicated that this is my feeling. Iam not very san- 
guine of the success of the scheme proposed. 
Permit me to say here, that 1 am somewhat 
surprised at the tone of defiance assumed by the 
gentleman from Wisconsin. It comes with an ill 
grace from him to throw down the gauntlet, and 
say that the North will not be satisfied with this 
or that, when we are speaking of the very ele- 
ments which are to be submitted to this committee 
now, or hereafter, to bring forward a plan of ad- 
justment. I co not_say this with any feeling of 
unkindness; }ut I do think the remarks looked 
too much like exhibiting a spirit of defiance, when 
perhaps the honorable Senator had no such feeling, 
and did nat intend to display any such feeling as 
construe that Constitution, and the rights of the | that. Sir, perhaps I nae aina have di 
minority be held subservient to such construction || cated in my own manner what I would not wish 
of the majority, then, sir, you may say the Union |! to be supposed; because, let what will come, I am 
is pokes gee nn D ohe ready to meet it with firmness. But 1 intend to 
e ’ ic oug e | impose guards upon myself; and w atever may 
lowest we of the South could accept; I made no || come, I hope to be able to meet it in such a temper 
ol dali oo chak T woni makena piropo: i as will provoke tio personn iriation or hostility 
sition; th ed majority to make a || in any way. have laid that down as my course. 
proposition; that, if they, had none to make, it |; Unless I am assailed I shall not swerve hom it. I 
was because they had no spirit of compromise; i| have urged my objections to this committee from 
and; bere the ete: itis hopeless to think of it. || a fear that they will increase, instead of diminish, 
will state, in addition, Mr. President, that I || the hazard of the crisis. These are my views. 
agree with my colleague, [Mr. Foore.] I believe || If they are voted down I shall of course acquicsce. 
there is hope in a commitice such as he proposes. || Mr. WALKER. The honorable Senator from 
J believe that thirteen Senators sent into a room j; South Carolina is entirely mistaken if he sup- 
calmly to reas ou with a special resposibil- |! poses I intended to throw down the gauntlet. I 
ity upon them, removed from the excitement of || simply intended to expressyas I think 1 did ex- 
public debate, would more probably produce some- ‘| ress the opinion thats iF what I have said is the 
thing likely to meet with general acceptance than li ultimatum of the South, and that they will not 
anything that will proceed from excitement and || give one hair’s breadth, it is utterly impossible for 
debate here; and, believing so, I am willing to || a committee to bring any proposition here which 
hasani a committees but, cenainiy I do not con- || will be adopted. God forbid that I should throw 
Seer myself an 3A e decision of that com- j down the gauntlet, or throw out defiance to any 
mines. Raat Each erator: Tomi Wisconsin does || portion of this Union. I hope my lips will be 
" = ll we; ; 
tee to ind himself hand and fooi iek oleis a et el T id E EA 
that he will be subject to ibe d re D Marat euge |j moun ore Waa iol cue re Pee 
y) ecision of thatcom- |} of the Union. ay Go ess it all, and may 
Pts : i i > 
mittee, whatever it may be? I will only vote for j; harmony and peace prevail throughout every sec- 
the committee in the hope that they may originate || tion of this broad land ! 
something that will be acceptable ta every section | Mr. BADGER, I am entirely in favor of the 
a the oe a to every portion of the United |: proposition submitted by the honorable Senator 
ates Senate. dis committee, being organized |: from Mississippi, (Mr. Foors,] and | am ata loss 
ia apro oseds čan ar ey upon anying | to conceive what are the injuries which can be ex- 
manimously which shall not be acceptable—at || pected to arise from it. The appointment of a 
least it is to be supposed not; and che who holds i P romittes for’the purpose of considering subjects 
1 nannce of power in that committee, being se- || which are likely to, produce difficulty and disa- 
ae DY the BE may fairly be expected |! greement is an ordinary, parliamentary course, 
antes wan Ee e to soh IDES ore om- even upon occasions 1n themselves of smal} im- 
tee, g9 further, sir. will state that I am $| portance. Why then should we not resort to it 
willing to look to the North and far East to select i in a case of sush extreme importance as that 
the man with whom I will repose that balance of || whic: now engages the attention of the Senate 
ower, and I will say this in that confidence which ‘i and of the country? The reference of this sub- 
feel n me rights of the South under the Consti- |! ject to the committee by no means ties the hands 
woni or H ie aus ial indicating any || of the Senate, in the mean ume, from proceeding 
nice eee he say l Pieve that there is a man || in any course of discussion or deliberation which 
AEREAS h 8 an »y the Constitution, and who || they may think proper upon the general topic 
Mr BUTLER get ii which divides itself into so many subordinate 
. R. Twill simply remark thatthe || questions; but there are great advantages, it seems 
to me, in adopting the course which has been 


report of the committee will be satisfactory or it 
ONETTY. } 
will not be satisfactory. If the report should be | recommended, and is now pressed upon the Sen- 


perfectly satisfactory, I would hail it as soon asany || ate, to refer the whole subject to this large com- 


4 
| 


man on this floor; but if the report should come || mittee, a committee representing every portion of i 
this country, and capable of meeting the wishes || 


here, and not prove satisfactory either to the North 
k : à 

or to the South, it would increase the difficulties 

and aggravate the excitement in different sections 


nd interests of each, and making such conces- 
sions from each portion of the community as may 


Ae pana aaa j : es i ae : 
of the country; for it would be said, Here is a i| be requisite to meeting upon common and fair 
committee organized under auspices well calculated || ground. 


to give weight and authority to it; it comes here || Now, sir, I agree entirely with the honorable |, 
with a projet: it is adopted by the South and re- |; Senator from Mississippi, {Mr. Foore,] that in 
jected by the North, or it is adopted by the North i regard to the constitution of this committee, there 
and rejected by the South. Sir, it would be difi- ii can be no doubt. Like him I say, that if, upon 
cult for any man to stand up against a proposition i| such a great occasion as this, I could conceive it 
in which he could not entirely concor; for it would | possible that the Senate. of the United States 
oe here under the strong sanction of authority; | i “other 
anait aae pne tere my word for it, it than the fairest, most just, and equitable grounds, 
aa recontentionthan anything | I should at once despair of a compromise. 1 have 
uld come to us, provided it were brought in |} no such fear. The committee will consist of those |} 


! would construct this committee upon any other 


| at large. 


a way whi i ive i ine {i i 
y which might give itan assurance of being || gentlemen in whom we may all place confidence 


for their wisdom, their integrity, their honorable 
consideration of the difficulties of their situation, 
and the high patriotism which will, | doubt rot, 
bind every member of the committee to put forth 


! every power with which God has endowed him, 


to save the great country to which he owes his al- 
leviance. Now, sir, it appears to me 
~My. CLEMENS. Will the Senator from North 
Carolina allow me to interrupt him for a moment? 
The question is not whether the committee would 
propose a plan that would satisfy the Senate, but 
whether they would propose one that would sat- 
isfy the people. Jt is for that reason that I made 
the suggestion which I did, and 1 think it is im- 
ortant. 

Mr. BADGER. Idid not misunderstand the 
observation, and I understand also.the importance 
‘of the suggestion made by the Senator from Alas 
bama; but what I was about to say, Mr. Presi- 
dent, was, that there is no necessity at all of put- 
ting the mode in which these selections are to be 
made into the resolution of reference. We shall 
arrange these matters without any difficulty. 
Every portion of the country has an interest in 
this great question, and every portion of the coun- 
try will have an opportunity of selecting its own 
representative, who will be voted for by the Sen- 
ate without difficulty, as we have often done and 
are in the habit of doing on other occasions; so 
that, instead of its having the invidious appear- 
ance upon the record of being a sectional selection 
made by authority from the little subdivisions or 
the Senate, it will be the selection by the whole 
Senate, by the common consent of the Senate, of 
those gentlemen im every portion of the Union 
who will be most acceptable to those whom they 
represent. i 

Mr. CLEMENS. Thaf all F want. 

Mr. BADGER. No doubt; and that is what 
will be accomplished. It appears to me in this 
case there can be no difficulty. Suppose, while 
the committee are considering this subject, the, 
Senate comes to a conclusion that is satisfac- 
tory; it supersedes the necessity of any report. 
Suppose it does not, and we have a report of the 
committee in favor of a particular plan which is 
agreeable to them. It comes here with the au- 
thority of a committee, and brings with it the 
sanctions of patriotism. The concurrence of the 
committee in such a measure must place those in 
an awkward predicament who will refuse to sur- 
render any portion of their preconceived notions 
or opinions to the judgment of such a body. It 
controls no one. {f it is wrong or vicious, the 
Senate will vote it down; but when it proceeds 
from such a body, it carries the presumption om 
its face that it must be taken to be correct till the 
contrary is shown, With regard to myself, I 
cannot say a word to indicate my wishes or opin- 
| ions on this question. I have my-own wishes and 
opinions. I have, personally, strong notions as 
to the manner in which this matter might be and 
| ought to be settled, but I will not allude to them. 
I will not throw out anything to create excitement, 
but simply say, that, having my own views and 
opinions, I still stand ready to modify them, and 
| to submit them to the general judgment of the 
| body, and at least adopt that plan which will give 
general security and peace to the country of which,. 


| Lam proud to say, Lam a citizen, and to the con- 


stituency of whom it is my high honor to be the 
representative. g 
Mr. DAYTON. 


lt seems to me, Mr. Pres- 


| ident, that there is a mere difference of time rather 
i than a difference of meaning or intention between. 


members who have expressed themselves upon: 
this subject. This committee may be productive 
of great good. lt may be instrumental in bring- 
ing about en adjustment desirable to all parties, 
both in this chamber and throughout the country 
But the question is not what that com- 
mittee may be instrumental in doing, but it is 
rather, “fs this a proper time to organize that 


| committee? is this the proper time to take the 
i question upon the resolution offered to the Sen- 
| ate??? 
| respect, the whole exciting part of these qucs- 
! tions are to be voted upon under the amendment 


Because, as I have before suggested, with 


which the Senator from New Hampshire offered 
to this resolution. The proposition is, that acom- 
mittee, consisting of thirteen Senators, shall be 
organized, with instructions to endeavor to mature 
some scheme of compromise, some mode of ad- 


justing all pending questions growing out of the 
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institution of slavery; to which an amendment has 
been offered securing to the inhabitants of the re- 
cently acquired territories all the privileges and 
liberties which were secured to the inhabitants of 
the Northwestern Territory by the ordinance of 
July 17, 1767. 1 read only the latter part of the 
proposition of the Senator from Mississippi. 

Now, it is perfectly evident that we are called 
upon to vote upon the great questions involved in 
this matter in this summary and off-hand manner. 
Are we prepared to do this?) Wit not this be the 
effect, to commit those six gentlemen from the 
North who may deem it desirable at some future 
time to modify their views? Those very gentle- 
men whom it may be desirable to place upon this 
committe will vote pre or con upon this very ques- 
tion—upon the most exciting part of it. The ef- 
fect will unquestionably be to commit—and to 
commit irretrievably and in a summary and direct 
mode—those gentlemen upon this great question, 
I submit, with great respect, that. such a course is 
unwise; that the result is likely to produce harm 
rather than good. Why not tarry a little? Let 
us wait a little; let us have the light of the minds 
of other gentlemen who are disposed to give us 
their opinions upon this question—for I understand 
that there are several gentlemen on the other side 
of the chamber who are desirous of speaking. 
Let us hear what they have to say to us. This mat- 
ter may surely be discussed as temperately before 
the appointment of a committee as after. Why 
appoint this committee now, before gentlemen have 
expressed their views? Why not rather end the 
discussion, sum up the whole matter to the jury, 
and then send them out to consider their verdict? 

Mr. FOOTE. Willmy friend allow me simply 
to say, as I have said before, that the agitation 
which prevails is ten@ing rapidly to a dissolution 
of the Union, and this agitation will continue for 
months if some plan be not adopted to check it. 

Mr. DAYTON. Well, in that matter there is 
only a difference of opinion between the honorable 
Senator from Mississippi and myself. I do not 
apprehend the evil which he does from this talk 
about dissolving the Union. It is not so frail a 
thing. I have greater confidence than that in the 
ligament which binds us together. lt will never 
be talked away. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I think the Senator is mis- 
taken. I fear the ligaments which bind us together 
are loosening every day, aud for that reason, more 
than any other, I am ready to vote for this resolu- 
tion. If we talk for three weeks longer it is not 
in the power of man to save the Union. 

Mr. DAYTON. That is merely a difference of 
opinion. Certain of our friends on this side of the 
chamber are desirous of expressing their views 
and sentiments on this subject. Thatisall. But 
if E understand this proposition, it is not to stop 
debate. Notatall. Why, there are many of the 
friends of the honorable Senators from Mississippi 
and Alabama on that side of the chamber who are 
desirous of presenting their views calmly, deliber- 
ately; and quietly; and they are desirous, | sup- 
pose, of presenting those views before this plan is 
reported. To take judgment and then debate the 
subject, seems to me objectionable. . p 

Mr. FOOT. In my opinion the most pressing 
danger is that some of our friends are now urging 
most earnestly the adoption of a specific measure 
which is extremely offensive to the South. So 
long as that measure is pressed, as it is being 
pressed elsewhere than here, and even here to 
some extent, the public mind will be kept excited; 
it will grow more and more excited the more and 
more this proposition is pressed. if a general 
plan were reported by the committee, this ques- 
tion would be relieved from its present distinct 


character, and intermingled with the various other || 


propositions of compromise and adjustment; and 
the public mind, as well as this hall, would 
thus be freed from one fruitful cause of excitement. 
Mr. DAYTON. 
Senator from Mississippi exercises bis calm, de- 
liberate, and patriotic judgment in reference to this | 
matter; but, as I said before, there is a difference 
of opinion on this question; and, I ask again, if 
we are called on to vote as to the application of 
the ordinance of 1787 now, what is there left for 
us to say on the question of compromise or ad- 
justment? I do not desire to consume further 
time in the discussion of this subject. An impor- | 
tant amendment to this resolution has been offered 


I have no doubt that the |, 


| ity of fulfilling the purpose for which the commit- 


! which he was not. 


by the Senator from New Hlampshire. 
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Mr. FOOTE. The honorable Senator from 

New-Jersey can move that amendment now. : 
. Mr. DAYTON. Certainly not; that was not 
the purpose of my remark. The Senator from 
New Hampshire offered that améndment, and 
probably desires.to say something upon it. At 
all events, he desires to vote upon it; and he could 
not have anticipated that this question would have 
been taken up to-day. E 

Mr. FOOTE. 1 told him distinctly that I should 
call it up to-day. Perhaps he does not desire to 
be present.* 

Mr. DAYTON. I think he was not desirous of 
being absent when this question is taken, What- 
ever may be the mérits or demerits of that Sena- 
tor, he will never shirk this question. 1 will war- 
rant he will stand up to the square upon it. Itis 
one that I think he will be particularly anxious to 
vote upon, 

I do not desire to consume the time of the Sen- 
ate by discussing the question further, and will 
move to lay the whole matter on the table for the 
present. 

Mr. BERRIEN. Will the Senator withdraw 
that motion for a moment? 

Mr. DAYTON. Certainly. 

Mr. BERRIEN. I desire merely to say, Mr. | 
President, that I do not find the difficulty referred 
to by the Senator from New Jersey, [Mr. Day- 
ton.] Here is a motion to raise a committee 
for the purpose expressed in that motion to 
which an amendment has been offered by the 
Senator from New Hampshire, [Mr. Hare] The 
adoption of that amendment would be the de- 
struction of the original resolution. You propose 
to raise a committee who are to mature a plan of 
compromise upon all the questions in relation to 


slavery. The Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. || 
Hace] proposes to amend that motion by instruct- || 


ing the committee to adopt the extreme of the ul- 
traists on one side of this question. You raise them | 
with general and undefined power to mature a 
scheme or plan ofcompromise, and then, by the 
adoption of the amendment you take away from 
them all discretion whatever, and require them to 
adopt the ultra extreme proposition of one of the 
parties between whom that compromise is to be 
made. The question, therefore, whether gentle- | 
men would be disposed, in an act of legislation, to 
vote for or against the Wilmot proviso, is a ques- | 
tion which cannot arise in this resolution. Gen- 
tlemen who believe that the Wilmot proviso ought 
to be attached to territorial bills, may well re- 
fuse to vote for the amendment of the honorable 
Senator from New Hampshire, [Mr. Have,] be- 
cause it takes away the discretion which it is the 
object. of the original resolution to give to this 
committee. It takes away from them all possibil- 


tee is raised. Therefore, no gentleman who votes 
for that amendment is committed upon that ques- 
tion ; he isnot committed when it comes up as a 
substantive act of legislation. I cannot, conceive 
this difficulty can possibly arise ; but 1 have a dif- 
ficulty upon the propriety of adopting this resolu- 
tion at this time ; and I appeal to the Senator from 
Mississippi to allow at least the interval between 
this and to-morrow to elapse for the purpose of 
giving us an opportunity of considering this mat- 
ter. ‘There are considerations which recommend 
such a course very strongly. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Turspay, February 26, 1850. ` 

The Journal of yesterday was readin. part. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved that. the further -reading 
be dispensed with. "a 

The SPEAKER 
unanimous consent, 
3 Objections were made from several parts of the 
all. 
| The reading having been then concluded, the 
Journal was approved. : 

Mr. SAWTELLE asked the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to withdraw certain papers 
from the files of the House. 

_Mr. BURT suid, that the gentleman from Maine 
(Mr. Sawrette] could accomplish his object un- 
der the rule. He (Mr. B.) should, therefore, in- 
sist on the regular order of business. i 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Maine 
can effect his object by handing in a memorandum 
to the Clerk. ; : 

The regular business (continued the Speaker) 
is the call of the committees for reports. 

The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the com- 
mittecs, in their order, for i 


REPORTS. 


Mr. BURT, from the Committee on Military 
| Affairs, reported the following bill and joint reso- 
lution; which were severally read twice by their 
tiles and committed to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, viz: 

A bill to increase the rank and file of the army 
and to encourage enlistments; and 

A joint resolution to restore the settlement of 
the three months’ extra pay claims to the account- 
ing officers of the Treasury. 

On motion by Mr. BURT, the same committee 
was discharged from the farther consideration of 
the petition of Z. Fuller and other citizens of 
Pennsylvania, praying ‘for the passage of a law 
| granting boypty to the United Statés army and 
| volunteers who served in the Seminole war ‘in 
Florida; and it was referred. to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. B. also, from the same committee, reported. 
an amendment to the bill to regulate brevet rank 
| and retire disabled officers; which was ordered to 
be printed and refered to the same committee on 
the state of the Union to which the bill on that 
subject had been referred. 

Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, from the 
Committee on Military Affairs, reported a bill for 
the relief of Charles Lec Jones, which was read 
twice by its title and referred to the Committee of. 
the whole House, and ordered to be-printed. | 

Mr. CHANDLER, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, reported a bill for the relief-of 
William P. Wallace and Joseph R. McFadin; 
which was read twice by its title and referred to 
the Committee of the whole House, and ordered to 
be printed with the report accompanying, 

On motion by Mr. STANTON, of ‘Tennessee, 
the Committee on Naval Affairs was discharged 
from the further consideration of the following 
memorials, and they were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, viz: 

The memorial of the legal representatives of 
John Jackson, deceased, for a pension for the loss 

of his arm; and 
i The petition of Richard Robinson, of Duchess 


anid it could only. be done by 


Mr. FOOTE. I will not press the motion at 


this time, if it be the desire of the Senate that it || 
shall be deferred. i 


Mr. BERRIEN. I will move then, if it do not | 
interfere with the views of the honorable Senator, | 
that the Senate do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to, and 

The Senate adjourned. 

* We are requested by Mr. Foote to say that 
he did not design to charge Mr. Hate with skulk- 


ing from responsibility. He only meant to be un- |; 


derstood as asserting that Mr. Hare might have 
offered’ his amendment if he had been in his place, 
Neither did Mr. Foore con- 
sider himself as pledged to Mr. Haxe to allow the 
latter to offer his amendment, except to Mr. Bex- 
ron’s resolution. This statement Mr. F. deems 
proper, in order to exonerate himself from the 
charge of not having kept full faith with Mr. H. 


county, New York, praying relief for wounds re- 
ceived in the naval service in the war of 1812, 713 
i and *14. 

| BOUNTY LAND TO SAILORS: 


| Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, from the Cóm- 
i 


mittee on Naval Affairs, reported a bill granting 

bounty lands and extra pay to the sailors actually 

| engaged in the war with Mexico, whether in the 

i| Gulf of Mexico or on the Pacific ocean; which 

|| being twice read by its title, Ps a 

|| My. S. moved that the bill be read a third time 

il and put on its passage: ©. . POR 

o Mr. McGAUGHEY objected to its considers 

| ation then. He could see no good reason why 
this bill should have a preference over a similar 

i 

F 

i 


bill, providing bounty for those who served in the 
war of 1812. Then, , 

On motion by Mr. STANTON, the bill was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

. Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Horatio 
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N. Crabb; which was referred to the Committee H 


of the Whole House, and, with the report, ordered 
to be printed. t 
Mr. WHITE, also, from the same committee, 
reported the following bills, which were severally 
read twice by their titles and referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House, viz: $ 
A bill for the relief of Mrs. Sarah Duncan, 
widow of. Silas Duncan, late master commandant 
in the United States Navy; and 
“A bill for- the relief of the sureti 
F. Hart. > 


“WATER-ROTTED HEMP. 


Mr. WHITE also, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs; reported a joint resolution requiring 
the Secretary of the Navy to enter into contract 
for the supply of American water-rotted hemp, 
for the use of the navy, with George W. Billings; 
which was twice read by its title, with a view to 


commitment. 


Mr. WHITE also, from the Committee on Na- | 


val Affairs, to which had been referred the joint 
resolution heretofore introduced by Mr. Mors- 


Heap, being a joint resolution in relation to the | 


purchase of water-rotted hemp for the use of the 


American Navy, reported the same back, with a | 


recommendation that it do pass. 


Mr. WHITE said he was instructed by the | 


committee to ask that the resolutions be now put 
_upon their passage. 
The SPEAKER. 
The second resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives ef the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the 
Secretary of the Navy be, and he is hereby required, in pro- 
curing the hemp which may be necessary for naval purposes 
to parchasé American water-rotted hemp alone, or such 
other American bemp as the navy may wish, either by open 


purchase or under contract, as to him may appear advan- | 
lageous to the public interest: Provided, the same can be had | 


of equal quality with the best foreign hemp, avd at a price 
not exceeding the average price of foreign hemp for the five 
years preceding the passege of the joint resolution respect- 


ing contracts (or hemp fur the use of the Ameriean Navy, | 


approved May 9th, 1848. 

Qt. Be it further resolved, That her 
of the Navy, in advertising for materia 
advertise for cordage, sail 


ter the Secretary 
or the navy, shall 
cloth, and duck, manufactured in 


A 


the United States, out of American cotton or hemp; and in į 


receiving bids, shall in all cases give the preference to the 
American manufacturer: Provided, the same be in all res- 
pects equal to the foreign article. 

Mr. WHITE said that there was a report ac- 
companying the resolutions, which he desired 
right be ordered to be printed, notwithstanding 
that the resolutions might be passed. 

The resolutions were then read 

The SPEAKER 
be on the engrassment thereof. 


Mr. GERRY offered the following amendment, 


which was read: “And that the test of water-rot- || 


A 
ye 


4 


ted hemp shail be raised from 4,200 pounds to 
pounds on a rope 1} inches in diameter.” 

Mr. WHITE demanded the previous question. 
. The SPEAKER said thegentteman from Maine 
[Mr. Gerry] was entitled to the floor. 


G0 


Mr. WHITE intimated his readiness to accept ! 


the amendment, and asked the previous question. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, said that he 
understood the gentleman from a (Mr. 
Gerry] offered this as an amendment to the origi- 
nal resolution under the authority of the Com- 


aa 
IMs 


mittee on Naval Affairs, and that properly, it ought | 


to have-been reported by the gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. Wurre.] The mistake (Mr. S. was 
understood to say) had, he supposed, arisen from 


the fact that the gentleman from Maine [Mr. | 
Gerry] had offered the amendment in commit- 


tee. 

_ Mr. MOREHEAD said he regretted exceed- 
ingly that the gentleman over the way [Mr. 
Gerry] had thought proper to offer an amendment 


of this character to the resolution which he (Mr. | 


M.) had introduced. He was sure that if the 


gentleman from Maine, or if the members of this | 


House understood the purport of the resolution, 


they would see that there was no necessity for the | 


adopuon of the amendment proposed. 

Mr. GERRY (interposing) was understood to 
say that he had reported the amendment under the 
lostructions of the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. MOREHEAD continued. He regretted 
that the committee should think proper to make a 
discrimination against our own hemp to the extent 
of two. hundred pounds, thus requiring it to be 


tied hundred pounds better ihan the best foreign | 
emp. What more could the Government ask than || 


7 . < f 
es of Benjamin 


T'he resolutions will be read. | 


said that the question would | 


l! that our own farmers who raised hemp should 
i| make it equal to the best foreign article that was 
‘lin the market? He trusted that the standard 


would not be raised. He believed that the Amer- 


there was no necessity to raise the test, when the 
resolution required that the domestic hemp should 
be equal to the best foreign article. 

Mr. GREEN moved that the resolutions and 
amendments be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole. on the state of the Union. The matter 
was an important one, and involved a subject 
of deep interest to the State which he represented, 

Mr. G. said he would give way at the request 
of the gentleman from Tennessée, [Mr. Sranton,] 
who desired to say a few words. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, said he desired 
| tq say a word in reply to the remarks of the gentle- 
|| man from Kentucky, [Mr. Morsnzap.] That 
| 
t 


gentleman seemed to be under the impression that 
‘| the addition of two hundred pounds to the forty- 


for hemp for the use of the navy, was a discrimi- 
nation against our own country. If gentlemen 
‘| would look at the tests heretofore applied by the 


find that many samples of that hemp had gone up 
j to a test as high as forty-six hundred; and, 
although the discrimination required the Ameri- 
can hemp to be stronger and better than any for- 


American hemp was able to bear the test. And 
|| it was for the purpose of showing that American 
|| was better than foreign hemp, (a fact which had 
|| Hever before been conceded or believed,) and be- 
|| cause the committee were satisfied that the former 
|| would stand the increased test, that they wore 
{l induced to adopt the amendment introduced by the 
|| gentleman from Maine, [Mr. Gerry.] 

|| Mr. STRONG interposed and said that, with 
the permission of the gentleman from Tennessee, 
|! [Mr. Sraxtox,] he (Mr. Seroxe) wished to ask 
| a question. Jt was this: In what respect did the 
first resolution reported by the conmittee differ 
from the joint resolution passed in 1845? and if it 
did not difler,where was the necessity for the pas- 
| sage of such a resolution ? 

| Mr, STANTON, 
the gentieman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Srrone,] 
J wiil state, that he will fud that the resolution 
now before the House is peremptory in its char- 
|| acter, requiring the Secretary of the Navy to pur- 


H 


1848 required him to do so if in his judgment it 
‘f should be expedient. And the case seems to have 
| been that the Secretary of the avy never did 
think it expedient to purchase American hemp. 

Mr. HALL, (to the Speaker.) Is an amend- 
nient to the resolution in order? 

The SPEAKER. No amendment is in order, 
because the motion to commit is the pending ques- 
tion. 

dir. HALL said he had understood the gentle- 
|| man trom Missouri [Mr. Green] to withdraw 
į that motion. 


stand, 


the House to the fact that, in the first of the joint 
resolutions, the Secretary of the Navy is required 
| to purchase American hemp only in case he can 


sum paid for foreign hemp forthe last five years 


| Navy may make the purchase no matter what the 
| price may be. i hope, therefore, that, if the 
; House should determine that the joint resolutions 


i their passage, an amendment to the second reso- 


tary of the Navy shail purchase sail-cloth, &c., of 
American manufacture, provided it can be pur- 
chased at a price nut exceeding that heretofore 
paid for the foreign article. 

Mr, EVANS, of Maryland, desired to be in- 


| desiring to increase the test? 


|| committee were satisfied that the American hemp 
furnished the navy would stand the test of 4,600 
pounds. The object was to increase the quality 


ican farmer Gould stand this- increased test, but || 


two hundred which had heretofore been the test j 


| 
|| Navy Department to American hemp, they would | 
f 
i 


i| eign hemp had hitherto been, yet facts were in | 
existence inthe Navy Department to show that the | 


In reply to the inquiry of 


chase American hemp; whilst the resolution of | 


| 
| “Lhe SPEAKER. The Chair did not so under- | 


purchase itata price not exceeding the average ji 


preceding 1848. But in the second resolution no |, 
such limit is specified; and the Secretary of ths | 


shall not be committed, but shail be put upon |: 


lution will be adopted, making it similar in all re- : 
spects to the first—that is to say, that the Secre- | 


formed what the reascn cf the committee was for | 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, replied that the F 


(| years. 


of the article, and to show that the American 
hemp would beara test greater than any foreign 
hemp. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, wished to know if 
the bill, as reported, increased the test upon for- 
eign hemp? 

Mr. STANTON. Certainly. 

Mr. EVANS. The gentleman from Kentucky 
[Mr. Morenrap] seemed to think that the in- 
creased test was to be made to apply only to do- 
mestic hemp. 

Mr. STANTON, (continuing.) I think that 
was the intention of it. I did not notice the phra- 
seology particularly. I am very sure that it ought 
to apply to foreign as well as to domestic hemp. 

Mr. EVANS. f call for the reading of the 
resolution. : 

It was read, as above. 

Mr. EVANS. Gentlemen see that it applies 
to foreign as well as to domestic hemp. 

Mr. MARSHALL. No. 

Mr. EVANS. Certainly. It says so express- 
ly. { want to introduce nothing atall to militate 
against American hemp: on the contrary I wish 
to do everything to bring it into use in the navy 
and elsewhere. It is a test which will apply 
equally to all hemp. 

A few words of further conversation’ occurred 
between Mr. MARSHALL and Mr. EVANS of 
Maryland, upon the extent to which the test was 
to apply. 

Mr. BAYLY said, as gentlemen did not seem to 
understand each other about this resolution, to 
leave them time to examine it, he would move that 
the rules be suspended, and the House resolve it- 
self into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. GERRY appealed toMhe gentleman from 
Virginia to withdraw the motion, in order to ena- 
ble him (Mr. G.) to make a report from the Com- 
| mittee on Naval Affairs. 
| Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, appealed to the gen- 
| tleman from Virginia to waive his motion so as to 
| allow the resolution to be referred and printed. 

The SPEAKER. If there is no objection, the 
resolution and amendments will be printed. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. And referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union? 

p The SPEAKER. That question will be pend- 
i! ing. 

| Mr. WHITE, I hope the resolution will not 
|| be referred. “There is an obvious necessity for aet- 
|| ing upon the subject immediately. 

i The SPEAKER. 


| 
| 
| 


f If no objection is made, the 
i| resolution and amendments will be considered to 
f be ordered to be printed. 

|| No objection was made. 

i THR ANNUAL MESSAGE. 

| The motion of Mr. Bayry being agreed to, the 
|| House resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
| on the state of the Union, (Mr. Boy, of Kentucky, 
yin the Chair,) and resumed the consideration of 
|; the series of resolutions proposing to distribute the 
i President’s annual message among the several 


| committees of the House, 
Mr. MILLSON (who was entitled to the floor 


Mr. HALL. Then I will call the attention of ji from a former day) resumed and concluded his re- 


H marks. 
i dix.] 

Mr. M. having concluded— 
, Mr. TOOMBS obtained the floor 
f Mr. HIBBARD. 

FUNERAL OF GEN. MeNEIL. 

- Mr. IIBBARD said: 
1 Mr. Cuarmman: lam informed that the Senate 
| have voted to adjourn at two o’clock, for the pur- 
| pose of affording gentlemen an opportunity to at- 
| tend the funeral obsequies of Gen. Jous MeNe 
: of New Hampshire, which are to be observed im 
| this city to-day, at that hour, with military 
: honors. 
i; I propose, sir, to move that we adopt the same 
ii course. Jt seems to the delegation from our 
| State, and to other members of the House with 
: whom we have conferred, that it would be but a 
| fitting tribute to the memory of an officer so widely 
i distinguished, so eminently patriotic as General 
u McNeil. 
The band of death has just stricken him down 
‘| suddenly in our midst, while temporarily in this 
| city, in the fullness of his glory, if not of his 
He needs no eulogy from me. I shali 


[His speech wiil be found in the Appen- 
| 
l 


, but yielded to 
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attempt nove at this late hour. | P should utter no 
more than the whole country knows, in saying that 
a nobler hearted man never lived, a braver man 
never trod the field of battle. 


For the purpose of enabling the House. to ad- | 


journ, I move that the committee do now rise. 
The commitiee ròse and the House adjourned. 


‘ , PETITIONS, &c. 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule and referred to appro- 
priate committees: : 


By Mr. WALLACE : ‘fhe petition of Myles Smith and 
4) others, citizens 6f York district, South Carolina, praying 
tbat a post route be established from Sirs. Mason's (on the 

„route between Yorkville, South Carolina, to Charlotte 
Worth Carolina) to Antioch, on Ki creek. > 

By Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky: The petition of the 
President and Protessors of Bacon College, Kentucky, and 
120 other influential and respectable citizens of Harrods- 
burg, Kentucky, praying for a systeu of cheap postage, 

By Mr. YOUNG: The petition of Jacob J. Brown and 
148 others, citizens of Co ouaty, Ilinois, asking the re- 
duction of the rates of postage lo Wwocents per balf ounce 
on ail prepaid lewers. 

A ion of Robert L. Dulaney and 30 others 
cits ball, Ulinois, for the same purpose, ? 

Also, the petition of H. J. Atkins and 23 others, citizens 
of Ulinvis, asking the establishment of a mail route from 
Shetbyville to Greenville, in said State. 

By Mr. CHANDLER: The memorial of Kah-ge-ga-gah- 
bough, or George Copway, asking for the establishinent of 
an udian ‘Cerritory east of the Missouri river. 

Also, tie petition uf M. Williamson and others, of Phil- 
adelpha, asking for the reduction of postage on prepaid iet- 

ers, 

By Mr. BOWLIN: The petition of Wyman Crow and 


440 others, citizens of St. Lou's, praying Congress to re- | 


finquish and grant to tie city of St. L: 
bars fo: med and forming in the Missis-ippi, and all claim 
to usap,: ated lands within ber corporate liiis 

Also, the ret.tion of J. W., Daugheriy and 49 others, citi- 
gens of Bt. Lou s, praying Congress to reduce the ra.es of 
postag } on prepaid letters io the uniform sum of two and a 
nai e us perounce. > 

Aso, the petition of William McPheters and 25 o-hers, 
eitzens of St. Luis, praying the reduction of the ries Of 
postage pn p:epaid Ivtters to two and a half : ents per ounce, 

By Mr. MORRIS: T.e peition of Daniel Trout and 26 


is the islands and 


oiérs, o Brown coumy, Ut io; asking Cougt ss to estab- | 


lish ‘he rates of postage on prepaid le ters at two cents per 
half ouuce. A 

By Mr. WOOU WARD: The memorial of G orge Hervey, 
of tie city of Charleston. 

By Mr. PE ASLER: Memorial and petition of Isase 
Hilt, of New Hampshire, in relation to libel suits instituted 
against him in the city of New York. 

‘Also, the p:titioa of Elisha Morril: 
of Jeremiah Prescott and Thomas C-nroy, deceased, sol- 
diers «f Captain EJisha Smith’s comp ‘ny of twelve months? 
volunteers in the war of 1812, for the passase fan act 


attorney for the heirs 


granting 160 acres of laud to the heirs or legal representi- | 


tives of said soldiers. i 

By Mr. BOOTH: The petition of Anthony Lane, and 
101 others, citizens of the city of New York, praying 
for the reduxtion of postage to two cents on all prepaid let- 
wrsof half an ounce. 

By Mr. CABLE, of Ohio: A pe 
Harris, Jr; and 45 others, ciuzens O 
for ihe freedom of the public lauds. G 

Also, from Adam Hoover aud 48 others, citizens of Bar- 
ryville, for a semi-weekly mail route from Canton, Ohio, to 
Darlington, Pennsylvania, 

By Mr. MANN, of Pennsyivania: The memorial of James 
Jobnston, Assistant Commissary of subsistence, praying 
compensation for services in 2d Regiment Pennsylvania Vol 
apteers, in the war with Mexico. 

Also, the petition or tdmund Rin 
Regiment. Pennsylvania Volunteers, in th 
Mexico, for bounty land. 

On motion by Mr. MANN, of Pennsylvania, the petition 
and papers of Captain Nehemiah Stokely’s heirs, of West- 
morland county, Pennsylvania, praying for commutation 
pay; on the files of the House, were re 
dee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Also, the petition and papers of the heirs of Matthew 
Jack, Who was a captain in the revolutionary war, praying 
for commutation pay, 
tional evidenee now presented, 
mittee on Revolutionary Claiius. 

By Mr. TAYLOR: the petition of Nathaniel Massi 

` John Madeira, Allen Latham, W. Marshall Anderson, 
570 others, citizens of Ohio, praying Congress to establish a 
new mait-route, trom Chilieothe via Hallsvilie, Adelphi, 
South Govey and Gibersonville to Logan, all in the State of 
Ohio ; and that the mail should be carried tri-weekly in two- 
horse coaches. 

By Mr. SAWTELLE: 
and 47 others, citizens of 
for cheap postage. 

By Mr. HAY: T 
pard and 26 others, 
county, New Jersey- f | 

Also, the petition of Benjamin Acton, Jr, George O. 
Rumsey and 49 others, citizens of Salem, New Jersey, ask- 
ing Congress to reauce the postage on prepaid letters to two 
eenis. 

By Mr. WEN 


tition from Samuel D. 
f Portage county, Ohio, 


e, who served in the 2d 
e late war with 


were referred to the Com- 


The petition of James L. Brooks 


he petition of John 


citizens of Greenwich, Cumberland 


TWORTH: The petition of citizens of 
Princeton, Bureau county, for two cent postage. 
Also, of members of the De Kalb county Common School 
Association for two cent postage. 
Also, of the citizens of lroquois county, for Land Reform. 
Aiso, of citizens of Chicago for Land Reform. 
By Mr. CONGOR: The petition of 120s 


ers, of Cortiandville Academy, in the county of Cortland and 


ferred to the Cominit- |, 


on the files of We House, with addi- | 


Skowhegan in the State of Maine, | 


| 


i 
f] 
i 
i 
i 
4 
i 
fj 
i 


4 
tudents and teach- 


Ware, Samuel Shep- |) 


! this: There is a distinguished son of New 
shire who lies dead at this momeat in this city. 


| nosuch charge upon the Senator from 


| pewa and Bridgewater; ir 


i any other que 


| spect of all who 


| one who did so much to elevat 


State of New York, asking the reduction of postage to two 
cents per half ounce on prepaid letters, 

By Mr. KING, of Rhode Island: The petition of John 
Church and others, of Little Compton, Rhode {sland, ask 
ing for cheap postage. à 

Also, the petition of David G. Cook and others, of New- 
port, Rhode L land, asking for cheap. pbstage. 

By Mr. MecLANAHAN: 
and faculty of Marshall College, at Mercersburg, Pennsyl- 
vania, for the reduction of postage to two cents, to he pre- 
paid on Jetters of half ounce weight; and for the restora- 


tion of the privilege of free exchange for magazines and ! 


reviews. 


IN SENATE. 
Turspay, February 26, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday having been read— 
The VICE PRESIDENT announced the busi- 


ness first in order to be the presentation of petitions 


“and memorials. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. HALE. I want to ask the indulgence of 
the Senate for a single moment to make an expla- 
nation personal to myself, a thing which f never 
did before, and which { hope l never shall again. 
l hold in-my hand the National Intelligencer, in 
which I see allusion was made to my absence yes- 
terday in debate, and an intimation made that it 
was intentional, ‘Though | see that the honorable 
Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. Foors,] with his 
accustomed magnanimity, appended a note to the 
report in the Lntelligencer and Union that he did 
not intend to insinuate that E wished to avoid re- 
sponsibility, 1 deem it duc to my constituents to 
state the cause of my absence. The reason is 


Atan informal meeting of the delegates from that 
State, they devolved upon me the duty of making 
arrangements for the public funeral this afternoon. 
That is the reasoned was not present. 

Mr. DAVIS. Onthe part of 
is absent from the Senate by reason of serious in~ 
disposition, I am authorized to suy that he intended. 
New Hamp- 
shire. He did not intend to insinuate that he 
avoided the moral res 
stion. 


ready totake wh 
to bis peculiar opinions. 
in the nature of my colleague to have made any 
such insinuations in reference to a Senator during 
his absence, and he certainly did not intend any 
such towards the Senator 

Mr. HALE. I remarked that | saw that the 
Senator from Mississippi had, with his accus- 
tomed magnanimity, disclaimed any such inten- 
tion. 


Mr. DAVIS. 


Į will add, that it is not 


I deemed it necessary to make 
this statement to avoid the possibility of miscon- 
struction. I wish now to call the attention of the 
Senate to that to which the Senator from New 
Hampshire incidentally alluded—the decease of 
the distinguished son of New Hampshire. to 
whom I suppose he alluded; one of the many 
who were given by her during € 
battle on the field and on the wave; of whom it 
had been said by one of his comrades In arms, 
that he was the firmest and coolest man he ever 
saw under fire. Lallude, as I suppose the Senator 
from New Hampshire did, to General McNeil. 
Mr. HALE. Yes, sir. . 
Mr. DAVIS. He was distinguished at Chip- 
) the latter battle wounded, 
for life made lame; for, though he survived, and 
for a long period continued in the army to render 
valuable services to his country, it seems that the 
wound he then received had sown the seeds of 
disease in his constitution, W 
his decease in this city. . S 
L hope the Senator from New Hampshire will 
make a motion that the Senate adjourn, and that 
the respect of this body may be evinced by attend- 
ing his funeral. He is worthy of all the respect 
which can he shown to a gallant and deceased sol- 
dier. Towards him personally 1 feel the strong 
ties of early connection. He commanded the 
regiment in which I was first promoted when IT en- 
tered the army. He left the service with the re 
knew him, and his memory }8 
at respect which belongs to 
and stern integ- 
To 


now cherished with th spe 
high gallantry, devoted patriousm, 
rity of character wherever he was known. 


th and fanth- 


the American soldier, who bled in you 
had 


fully served his country until many winters 


The memoriat of the President | 


Hamp- | 


i 
my colleague, who | 


ponsibility of meeting this or | 
He has generally found him `i 
atever moral responsibility belongs | 


from New Harnpshire. | 


the war of 1812 to | 


hich has now led to ; 


e the standard of 


|| gathered their frosts upori his brow—to-one whose. 
ardent zeal for his country age could not cool, 
nor time cover with his rast, it is proper; it is just, 
i our marked respect should-be offered on this: the 
last occasion when itean ever be connected with 
the person of the déceased ‘hero to whose memory” 
[leave others to pay the tribute which is dues -> 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I wish to state in’ © 

reference to this matter, that immediately ‘upon 
the decease of General McNeil, there was a con 
sultation of the delegates from New Hampshire, 
|| and they resolved to attend his funeral as a tribute 
| of respect to his memory, this afternoon. They 
devolved upon me the duty of consulting withthe 
military authorities of the city and the army, and: 
I have the pleasure to state that General Jones 
called upon me last evening and stated that the 
military authorities, both of the city and the army 
entered with great heart into the movement, and 
are ready to do everything that is necessary to 
| pay appropriate honor to the memory of so dis- 
|! tinguished an officer of the last war as General 
McNeil. 

I have aletter, too, which was written to me by 
General Jesup, in which, speaking of the gallant- 
ry of General McNeil, he says that his coolness 
upon the field of battle was never surpassed by 
any living man; that in the face ‘of an English: 
|| battery of nine guns, he formed his regiment. with 
| as much coolness as an experienced chess-player 
would arrange his men upon the chess-board. 
Knowing that the Senate had agreed’informally to 
enter into Executive session to-day, 1 did not feel 
at liberty to make the motion on my own author- 
ity, but, at the suggestion of the honorable Sena- 
tor from Mississippi, | will move that the Senate 
| adjourn to-day, at two o’clock, to attend the funer- 
al of Gen. McNeil; and I will also state to the 
Senate that the companies of the army under Gen, 
Jones, and the military authorities of the city 
under another Gen. Jones, having made arrange- 
| ments to pay military honor 


s to the deceased. 
The question was then taken, and the motion 
was agreed to. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN 


On motion of Mr. MASON, it was 

i Ordered, That the papers of the heirs of Thomas West, 
now on the files of the Senate, be withdrawn therefrom. 

| SPECIAL ORDER. 


‘| On motion of Mr. HAMLIN, who was entitled 
to the floor upon the subject to-day, the special 
order, being the President’s message transmitting 
the constitution of California, was pos 1 


tponed unt 

to-morrow. = é 
On motion of Mr. MANGUM, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business, 
and at two o’clock, in accordance with the resolu 
tion of the Senaic, the body attended the funeral 


of Gen. McNeil. 


l 
i 
| 


! ` HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepxespay, February 27, 1850. 
P The Journal of yesterday was read and approved 

; HOMESTEADS. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, by unanimous 
consent, introduced a bill, of which previous notice 
i| had been given, to provide a homestead of 160 
i| acres of the public domain to every man who is 

the head of a family and a citizen of the United 
y widow who is the mother of 
hildren, who may become the. 
ltivators of the soil; 


i . 
| States, and to ever 


‘a minor child or ¢ 
ii permanent occupants and cult 
| which was read twice by Its title. : = 

a Mr JOHNSON said that his object was to 
li have the bill referred to the Committee on Agri- 
|i culture. 

Mr. THOMPSON 
the more appropriate refere 
ferred to the Committee on nds. o o, 
| Mr. VINTON, remarking that» this bill m- 
|: volved a proposition to give away the public lands 
|i of the United States, is ae ee it should go to 
f mittee on Public Lands. . 
the Com INSON hoped, he said, that the: House 
i would permit the pill to go to the Committee on 
i iculture. ` . 
| oer question ‘was then taken on that motion, 
| and was decided in the negative 
| So the House decided that the bil should not 


i 


, of Mississippi, moved, as 
nee, that: the bill be 
Public Lands. 


i 


G re 
| 


be referred to the Committee on Agriculture. 
The question then recurred, and was taken on 
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3 1 
the motion of Mr. Tuompson, and was decided in | 


the affirmative. 


Mr. MOORE said; he had at an early day in | 


the session. given notice of a bill similar in char- 
ucter. l l 
House to. permit him to introduce it now. Con- 
sent was given, and he introduced a bill to dis- 
courege speculation in the public lands, and to 
secure homes thereon to actual setters and cul- 
tivators; which was read twice by its tide and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


: CHEAP POSTAGE. 
Mr ASHMUN, by unanimous consent, intro- 


duced a bill, of which previous notice had been | 


given, to reduce the rates of postage, and to abol- 
ish the franking privilege; as follows: 


Section 1, Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United Stutes of America in Congress 
assembled; That from and after.the first day of July next, the 


rates of postage upon letters, when prepaid, siaii be uni- į 
i} So the Committee proceeded to the considera- i 


form; and all such letters, passing through the mail, shall 
be charged by weight, as follows: Letters weighing not 
more than half an ounce, two cents; more than half an 
ounce, and not more than one ounce, four cents; more than 
an ounce, and not more than an ounce and a half, six cents; 
more than an ounce and a half, and not more than two 
ounces, eight cents; and four cents additional for every 
ounce of greater weight; all letters conveyed by mail- 


steamers hetween Oregon or California, and ports of other | 


parts of the United States, five times the above rates; and 
on all letters which are not prepaid, the postage shall remain 
az now established by law, 


Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of | 


the Postmaster General to provide suitable letter-stamps for 
the prepayment of postage, of the several denominations, 
.of two cents, four cents, six cents, eight cents, and of 
such other denominations as he may deem expedient; and 
cause them to be furnished and kept for sale in each 
of the Post Offices in the United States; and any deputy 
Postmaster, who shall fail, by his own neglect, to have the 
same for sale to any person applying therefor, shall be liable 
to a penalty of five dollars forevery such failure 3 to be re- 
covered by the person so applying. And any person who 
shall counterfeit, alter, or forge any letter-stamp, or who 
shall, knowingly, have in his possession any false, forged, 
or altered Ictter-stamp, with intent to use or utter the same 
as genuine, shall be deemed to be guilty of felony, and be 
punished by fine not exceeding five hundred dollars, or by 
Imprisonment not more than five years. 

Sue. 3. Be it further enacted That if by reason of this act 
the compensation of any d paty postmaster shall be reduced 
below the present rate, the Postmaster General is hereby 


authorized at his diseretion to increase such compensation, | 


as far as justice and the interests of the Department may 


require, having regard to the amount of labor and char- | 


acter of the service performed, provide! that the whole 
amon tof compensation in any year shall not exceed ‘he 
amount allowed at the same office in the fiscal year ending 
the first day of July next; and whenever a new post office 
shall be established, th Postmaster General may. fix be 
amount of annual compens tion of th 
at ar te not larger than is allowed at existing offices requir- 
ing the same amo nt of service. 


Seo. 4. Beit further enacted, That the franking privilege, | 
execptso far as it may have been conferred by Congress upon | 
individuals as a mark of respect and honor, is hereby abol- | 


ished; and the postage of all documents published by either 


House of Congress,a dall communications toand from mem- || 


bers of either H use, mailed daring th: session, including 
speeches deliv red therein, ard all communications -o and 
from the officers of either House upon public service, shall 
be paid out of the contingent funds ofthe ress etive Honses, 
under such regatations as «ach House shall prescribe for 
itself} and all communi ations to and from the several De- 
partments of Government, properly chargeab e to the publ c 
service, shall be marked as such, and the postage thereof 
be paid like other contingent expenses of the Departments. 


cient to defray the expenses of the Post Office Department 
with the present extent of mail accommodatio: s, and such 
further extension t ercof as may he made by Congress or 
the Department, the deficiency shall be paid out of any mo- 
neyi the Treasury not otherwise appropriated ; Provided, 
that the entire aggregate expenditure of the Pos Office De- 
partment, exclusive of the salaries of officers, clerks, and 
messengers of the General P. st Office and the contingent 
fund of the same, shall not exceed the annual sum of five 
inittions of dollars. 


The bill was read twice by its title and referred 
to the Comniittee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 


BRANCH MINT. 


Mr. BRIGGS, by unanimous consent, intro- || 


duced a bill, of which previous notice had been 


given, to establish a branch of the mint of the | 


United States in the city of New York; which was 
read twice and referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 


Mr. PECK, by unanimous consent, offered the | 
following preamble and resolution, which were | 


read, and the resolution was agreed to: 
Whereas, the owners of important inventions complain 


i 
oe + | 
that great injustice is done them, by the unauthorized erec- i 
hens machines in the Provinces of Canada, for which they | 
„Obtained letters patent under acts of Congress, by |} F : we : : 
lj Federal Government, anticipated by him as likely 
i 
i} 


tion of 


which machines goods are m f red i i i 
achine s are manufactured in said provinces 
and sentinto the United States for sale: P : 


| 
t 
| lowing: 
| 


deputy post master | 


Resoived, That the Committee on Patents be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of some further legislation upon 
this subject, with the view of protesting inventors from the 


CALIFORNIA. 


On motion of Mr. THOMPSON, of Missis- 
i sippi, the House resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Boyn, of Kentucky, in the chair.) ` 

The CHAIRMAN stated the pending business 
to be the resolutions referring the President’s mes- 
sage to the appropriate committees. 

Mr. TOOMBS, (who was entitled to the floor 
from yesterday ,) remarking that it seemed to be 
the wish of the House to take up the California 
bill, and that he had no choice about it, moved to 
lay aside the President’s annual message and take 
up the California message. 

The question was taken and agreed to. 


tion of the message of the President communica- 
|| ting the constitution of California. 


| Mr. TOOMBS, (still retaining his right to the 
| floor,) yielded at the request of 


proposition to the Committee. He moved the fol- 


An Act to admit the State of California into the Union. 
Whereas, the people of California have formed for them- 


j! selves a Constitution and State Government, and applied 


for admission into the Union as a State; and whereas, the 
said Constitution has becn oificially communicated to Con- 
gress, and is republican: Therefore, 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted, §c., That the State of California, 
with the boundaries described in the said Constitution, 


i 
|| shall be one, and is hereby declared to be one of the United 
| 


States of America, and admitted into the Union on an 
equal footing with the origina! States, in ail respeets what- 
ever, A 

Sec. 2. Thesaid State of California shall never interfere 
i with the primary disposal of the soil within the same by 
i the United States, nor with any regulations Congress make 


thereof, and no tax shail be imposed on lands, the property 
of the United States; which said provisions are hereby de- 


| State is admitted into the Union. 


Mr. GREEN (the floor being further yielded 

by Mr. T.) offered an amendment, which was not 
read, proposing the Missouri compromise line, 
[A copy of the amendment was noteobtained.] 
: Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, said he desired 
i| to know whether amendments ‘submitted in this 
way cut off other amendments, or whether they 
were read for information merely ? 

The Cnasnman’s reply was not heard, as he 


* 


Sec. 5, Be it further enacted, That if the receipts of the | 
Post Office, incinding the amount paid on account of the | 
postage of Congress and the Departments, shall be insufii- |! 


addressed himself to Mr. McLane on the other 
side of the hall from the reporter. 
i| tions of Mr. Dory and Mr. Green were under- 
stood by the reporter to have been received.) 

Mr. McLANE objected.to farther amendments 
being received in this way by the gentleman from 
| Georgia [Mr. Toomes] yielding to gentlemen to 
enable them to offer them, 

Mr. TOOMBS resumed the floor and addressed 
the committee during his hour upon the slavery 
question. [His speech will appear hereafter.] 

Mr. BAKER obtained the floor, and addressed 
the committee during the hour in remarks which 
will be published hereafter. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, said that there 
was no gentleman on this floor who, throughout 


the obligation pressing upon him to contribute, 
in, as humble a manner as might be within his 
power, to direct the public sentiment of this 
House, to direct the public sentiment of the Le- 
gislature of this country, with a spirit and with a 


| the country—and to the welfare of the people of 
jall the States; recognizing at the same time the 


į great principle, that the just welfare of the people 
of all the States was intimately, if not indisso- 
lubly connected with the welfare of the Federal 


, the Representative of a constituency who had fre- 
j quently been referred to in the course of the debate 
asa border population; representing a portion of 


of the session, made by the gentleman from North 
Carolina, [Mr. Cirxeman,] had been referred to 


and speculated upon in view of their probable ac- | 


i tion in the contingency of a dissolution of. the 


to occur,—he (Mr. McL.) felt bound to say, 


injury complained of, ahd that they report by bill or other- ; 
LE Wise. ` 
X ii 

He asked the unanimous consent of the | 


| this. was a people who had contemplated this 
question without reference to geographical feel- 
ings; and, conscious that he himself had formed 


| s ae 
ij and enteriained opinions upon all general ques- 


tions which had engaged the attention of the Fed- 
eral Legislature—opinions formed without any 
regard to his own geographical position—he now 
felt at liberty, as he hoped he always should feel, 


Mr. DOTY, who said he wished to submit a! 


į for securing the title iu such soil to bona-fide purchasers | 


clared to be fundamental conditions upon which the said i 


(The proposi- | 


the debate, had felt more strongly than himself | 
motive looking to the just rights of every part of | 


H 

t . 

| Government, and the existence of the Federal ' 
|| Constitution itself. Coming into this House as 
| { 
i H 
j 

d 


i, 


the people of Maryland who, in the first speech : 


to participate in debate here upon a national plat- 
form. But, in making use of this language, he 
was not to be understood as holding an indefinite 
or confused idea of a national platform. He 
would feel that he had but a very small title to the 
respect of the members of Congress, if he sup- 
posed, that in legislating upon a national platform, 
he was to legislate without regard to the Federal 
| character of the Government which constituted the 
nation, He used the term ‘* nation,” without any 
desire to subject himself to hypercriticism. To 
him, at this moment, it was a matter of perfect in- 
difference whether, as the genileman from North 
Carolina, [Mr. Venapir,] who had spoken had 
argued, we should be called a Confederated Re- 
public of States,a Confederacy of States, or a 
National Government and a national people. He 
believed that, within the limits of the Constitution, 
we were a nation. They were here to legislate 
| for the nation—they were here to legislate for the 
people of the United Siates; and although,as he 
ii had said, he represented a border people, (in view 
of sectional issues,) and although the will of the 
people of that region, whenever that will was 
clearly expressed, was his guide, yet on abstract 
questions, and in matters involving immediate ac- 
tion, he hoped that they knew and felt that he 
| legislated for the people of all the States, and for 
the Government which the people of all the States 
had formed. It seemed, unfortunately, to be the 
fact, that all those general issues which ordinarily 
engeged the attention of Congress had passed 
away. Asageneralrule, he could not concede 
the propriety and wisdom of confining his re- 
i| marks, when he entered into debate here, to a sin- 
gle isolated point, and permitting that to engross 
the whole wisdom and patriotism of the American 
Congress. But he feli—and probably this convie- 
!| tion had been brought home to the bosom of every 
!| gentleman here—that these issues, which had hith- 
i erto divided the country, which had constituted 
| 


the great line of demarkation between parties in 
| the United States, had been adjourned. That they 
j were adjourned for the hour was manifest—and 
j he believed thatit rested with this Congress to de- 
termine whether they were adjourned forever. 

It seemed to him that they had assembled, as a 
national Congress, under circumstances most pe- 
| culiar; and he challenged the attention of honora- 
ble gentlemen to the issue which be was about to 
present, and which, he believed, could not be de- 
nied. They were here not as freemen. They 
| vaunted much, it was true, of their freedom of 
| speech and freedom of opinion. The great point 
| of misapprehension was this—that Congress was 
not free. They had assembled here, elected, most 
of them, during the last Presidential canvass— 
Whigs and Democrats bound alike to issues to 
which the great body of the people, at the time 
i| they elected them, were strangers. He looked to 
i| northern Democrats who had their seats here, and 
+ who, though fully committed to the non-interven- 
| ton principle of the national Democratic party, 
i had yet excited expectations on the part of earnest 
j and fanatical anti-slavery constituents, which now 
embarrassed them, in meeting, with wisdom and 
i justice, the new phase of this question, presented 
i 
f 


i 
| 
i 


‘| by the adoption of the California State constitu- 
| tion, They obtained their seats in the North, for 
li the most part, by accepting an issue which ap- 
pealed to a minority of the people of their own 
districts. The questions which, as he said, were 
adjourned here, had also been adjourned at the 
i time these elections took place. Honorable gen- 
tlemen had separated themselves in their Coneres- 
sional canvass from the just obligations which 
they owed to the principles and policy adopted by 
the national Democratic party, and had substituted 
| for these obligations a devotion to the particular 
issue of free soil. 
The Whig party of the North, unembarassed 
_ by any national obligations on this question, had 
boldly and freely contested with the free-soil party 
: proper, the exclusive and paramount devotion to 
isthe principles of free-soil and free labor, as gen- 


i 


l 


that || erally understood to be involved in the legisla- 
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tion of Congress prohibiting. the existence of 
slavery in the ‘Territories of the United States. 

On tbe other hand, at the South, southern 
Democrats, relying implicitly upon the fidelity of 
their nortbern Democratie, brethren, and the well- 
known adhesion of their Presidential candidate to 
the principle ef Congressional non-interference 
with the institution of slavery, had cheerfully and 
zealously contested the canvass with southern 
Whigs, who denounced the Democratic candidate 
as a Free Soiler.in disguise, and who appealed to 
the southern people to accept in his stead a south- 


ern planter, whose individual associations and 
opinions were represented as offering to the South 
the surest, if not the only, barrier against the 
unconstitutional legislation of Congress These 
combined but opposing elements in the Whig par- 
ty prevailed, and the present Administration and 
the present Congress were now called to conduct 
the legislation of the country. The. candidate 
thus repudiated was who and what? A northern 
statesman, who, without regard to his own per- 
sonal opinions on the subject of slavery, had denied 
the power of Congress to legislate upon that sub- 
ject in the Territories as wellas in the States; 
contenting himself with a policy that should 
leave this question to be regulated by the people 
inhabiting the Territories, under the general re- 
straint imposed by the Federal Constitution upon 
the people of the Territories. He actually voted 
in the other end of the Capitol for a territorial 
government for California, which left the slave 4 
question to be regulated in the Territories under the 
judicial sanction of the Supreme Court of the 
United States, which was the place of adjustment 
of this question most earnestly desired by the 
South, and which had been actually digested by 
the most accomplished statesman, 

He would call attention to the emergency in 
which Congress was called to legislate. The Pres- 
ident thus elected. by the North and by the South, 
who had by his own action excited the hopes both 
of the North and the South, was understood and 
known to be committed to a policy now entirely 
acceptable to northern Whigs. > 

He was now the President of the North. He 
was committed to a policy to which distin- 
guished statesmen—indeed the great mass of the 
statesmen of the North were willing to subscribe. 
And without any great distinction of party— 
with only a few exceptions—guerrillas as they 
were called—with few exceptions of note—north- 
ern statesmen were willing to accept the policy of 
the Administration, But southern Whigs, who 
discovered that the issue had gone almost beyond 
their reach, found themselves allied with southern 
Democrats. And now, passing from the issue of 
non-intervention, which the success of Gen. Taylor 
seemed to have swept from the political issues of 
theday, Whigs and Democrats alike claimed the 
positive action of Congress. He would pass over 
the argument whether it was to protect an existing 
right, or to provide for the transfer of a right ex- 
isting in the States to that Territory. They all 
knew that southern men, feeling that a crisis had 
come upon the country, made a demand for abso- 
lute guarantees on the part of Congress, that within 
certain limits of thay Territory, their rights of 
property under the laws of the States, should be 
respected. Without regard to speculative opin- 
ions whether slavery existed in that Territory or 
not—without regard to the judicial decisions of 
the courts whether slaves could go into that Ter- 
ritory or not, (for all these questions were ad- 
journed,) a crisis had arrived, and southern men 
had-felt at liberty to make the issue and to call 
upon Congress to decide it. Here, then, stood the 
two extreme issues between the two sections of 
the country: the one demanding Congressional 
action to extend slavery to, or to protect It in the 
Territories; the other insisting that whenever the 
Federal power can be exercised at all in the way of 
legislation, it shall be exercised to destroy slavery. 
This was the issue made up by the extreme party 
at the North. Call ita guerrilla party, if you 
will, Itis a party that you of the North cannot 
keep in subjection. And this Congress is to de- 
cide whether either shall prevail, or whether the 
moderate, conservative, and constitutional policy 
of non-intervention shall be revived and estab- 
lished. ae $ 

He stood ready to extricate himself from any 
views connected with geographical position, and 


to coöperate with any men from the North who 


were willingto extricate themselves from a similar 
thraldom. 

The honorable gentleman from Ohio in his eye 
(Mr. Miter] bad served in this House since the 
Wilmot proviso was first introduced. He had sat 
here when the intrigue—the plot—(for so he, Mr. | 
McL., must call it)—which gave birth to the Wil- 
mot proviso was first concocted. He had sat here 
during the Mexican war, when this anti-slavery 
prohibition (now called the Free-Soil principle) 


was introduced to prevent the acquisition of terri- | 


tory by treaty. He sat here when the bill to en- 

able the Executive to negotiate a treaty of peace 

came in. He was here when the plotto defeat 

that measure was concocted. The parties to this 

plot knew that we must necessarily acquire ter- 

ritory which, they now told us, was free, and 

on which no slave could tread without positive 

legislation. Gentlemen knew they could prevent 

positive legislation, yet they instigated, concocted, 

and cheered on the intrigue which enabled nine or 

ten men to tie our bands, and with the assistance of | 
a distinguished Senator from the East, to prolong 

the war. He (Mr. McL.) felt satisfaction in re- 

ferring to his friend from Ohio [Mr. MILLER] as 

one of the original and consistent advocates of the 

policy. of non-intervention by Congress from this | 
point forward, in view alone of the constitutional 
obligation to confine Congress to its express and 
limited powers, 

The tenth amended article of the Constitution 
declared that “the powers not delegated to the 
United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited 
by it to the States, are reserved to the States re- 
spectively or to the people.” Genuemen would 
look in vain for any express power of municipal 
and political government over the Territories of the 
United States. No southern statesman had ad- 
mitted thatany such express power was conferred. 
He was aware that a distinguished authority from 
the South had suggested (or vindicated) the ab- | 
stract right and power of Congress. His friend | 
from Ohio, and other distinguished northern Demo- 
crats, accepted this constitutional view; and those 
who admitted that such power was vested in Con- 
gress, concurred with their political brethren, 
North and South, and pledged to each other their 
faith to abstain from its exercise. He gave them 
the right hand of fellowship. He adopted them: 
and their choice as his choice. In his judgment 
they constituted the great heart of the Democratic 
party in the last canvass. To these men he now 
turned. He had never separated from them. 
never would do so. And so long as there was a 
northern Democracy that was willing to adjourn 
individual opinions and to reject all interference 
on the part of Congress with the institution of 
slavery, or with the municipal affairs of the Ter- 
ritories, he would stand with them. He believed } 
in his heart that the responsibility rested upon 
these men. He believed in his heart that with 
them the real adjustment of the difficulty lay. , 

And here he would especially ask the attention 
of southern men, They might talk of the Mis- 
souri compromise. If they meant that the line 
of 36° 30’ was to be run to the Pacific ocean by 
the authority of Congress, and that that authority 
should declare -that north of that line slavery 
should never be tolerated, but that south of that 
line the question should be left open to be deter- 
mined by the people—then he would say he 
wanted no such compromise. That was the 
principle of non-intervention south of 36° 30’, | 
and the Wilmot proviso north of 36° 3U. He | 
would say to the southern men, embrace the ten- 
der of the northern Democracy—take non-inter- 


vention over all the territory; unless, in good faith, | 
the Missouri compromise line, with slavery north | 


of it expressly prohibited, and with slavery south 
of it expressly allowed, is tendered in lieu thereof. 
~ And here, in the-spirit of the argument of the 
gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Toomss] as he (Mr. 
McL.) understood it, ; 
man in the North could reasonably take exception 
to this doctrine. It wasan admission that Con- 
gress had power to govern the country. Some 
might say it was an admission that there was no 
constitutional power to govern the country, but 
that the country, having been acquired outside of 


the Constitution, was to be governed outside of | 


the Constitution upon abstract principles of equity i ae 
g i} tude. 


and equality. 2 
But he siated the question thus because he did 


not want to be trifled with; he did not want to 


He | 


H 


affect enthusiasm, as a southern sman; upon a 
question: which was not practical. He, wanted 
no. point of honor settled. There was vo point of 
‘honor at issue. It was a great mistake, when the 
“people of California were told that this question 
was a sentiment at the North and a point of honor 
at the South. That-was.a skulking and a doug- 
ing policy. It was a policy which was repudiated 
now by the most patriotic statesmen; wha treated 
this as a practical quéstion, and who treated the 
rights of the South as practical rights, whether 
they were rights within or without the Constitu- 
tion. Such representations had exerted an infu- 
ence in the formation of the State constitution of 
California, and he had in his eye a distinguished 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Duea,] who 
would take advantage of this state of things and 
accomplish indirectly all that the most enthusius- 
tic advecate of the free-soil doctrine could desire. 
Admitting the free State of California now, in- 
dulging the sentiment of the North, evading the 
point of honor of the South, he would bide a 
future time to perform the same evolution in re- 
gard to the reniainder of the Territory. . Such a 
consummation he (Mr. McL) would deeply de- 
plore. . : $ 

He asserted, then, that to say that this was a 
sentiment at the North and a point of. honor at the 
South, was not true. lt was a question of consti- 
tutional right at the South, and they had always 
advocated that doctrine. He knew very well 
what he conceded when he said that, as a southern 
man, he wou'd be content to let the question 
reat—to let the people of California have a 
Government without Congressional interference. 
He knew that the institution of slavery was a 
municipal institution within the States . He 
knew that by the Constitution of the United 
States, Congress could not interfere with theim- 
portation of such persons as any of the States, 
previous to the year 1800, chose to admiut—and he 
knew that afterwards, the institution was always 
regulated by the laws of the States; although he 
knew that so far as Congress were concerned, it 
was a political as well aa a municipal regulauion, 
He knew that when the ederal Government,came 
to act upon slavery, it first recognized it os a mu- 
i nicipal relation of master and servant—the same 

being property—such property as the States 
chose to make it, and that if it escaped from the 
States, the Constitution still recognized itas prop- 
! erty, and provided for its reclamation. He knew 
further, that when Congress next came to regulate: 
this property, 1t provided for the ratio of represent- 
ation for persons held in involuntary: servitude-— 
in other words, for slaves; thus constituting this 
relation a political relation as connected. with the: 
Federal Government. He knew, ‘therefore, that: 
Congress could not interfere with it, except hi the 
mode and manner expressly provided in the Con- 
stitution. The only question left for him, aða 
southern man, to be anxious about, was whether, 
as a citizen of Maryland, he could travel to`- ali+ 
fornia with his slaves, there being no law in Cali- 
fornia for or against slavery. For he did not be- 
lieve that there was any Mexican law on. the 
subject. He did not believe that the Mexican de- 
crees were valid; and if they were, as slavery was 
a political relation in its connection with the Fed- 
eral Government, these decrees would not be of 
force; for it was the municipal law of Mexico, 
and not the political, that would remain in force 
after the act of acquisition, 

But he felt anxious to know whether he could 
take his negroes into a country where no law, 
either for or against slavery, existed. THe knew, 
that the adjudications of our courts were both for: 
and against this right. He knew thatthe adjudi- 
| cations of the Supreme Court were; that. slavery: 
was a local institution. But he:knew. ‘also: that 


t 


he would remark that no | 


il law; whilst, on 


l there were other decisions equally-clerr, thdt de- 
| clared that slaves could go jnto these Territories. 
He had certain authorities in “his mind, with 
which he would not now. trouble the commitiee. 


| that men held in bondage could be carried by their 
| masters-into. any territory or country where do- 
was. not positively prohibited by 

the other hand, there were au- 
thorities requiring absolute and ‘positive munici- 
pal law_to allow. the existence of domestic servi- 
“With a full view of all these controverted 
points, he was willing to leave the question to the 


courte. He had his opinion as fixed and aa clear 


| 
{ 
| 
|| Fle knew that there were decisions which declared 
t 
| 
: 
i 
| 


| mestic slavery 


weds 


Feb 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE 


in his own mirfd as General Cass had his; and he 
(Mr. McL.) took occasion to express his regret | 
that the distinguished gentleman from Mississippi, | 
[Mr. Brown,] should have declared that there was | 
any ground for ynisapprehension as to the opin- | 
ions of the candidate of the Democratic party in the | 
last Presidential canvass. Neither in his letter 
nor in his speech did Gen. Cass present his own 
opinion on these legal questions as an element of 
the least importance or consideration. He left the 
question to the people, subordinate to the Consti- 


monster. He believed it was alive in the North 
and in the South. He believed that the National | 
Democratic party would live. ‘It might go into a | 
minority, and he, for one, would cheerfully bide | 
his time with it until its hour of progress and tri- 
umph returned. It might falter. It might run 
away froni non-intervention; it might run away | 
from the free-trade principles of the tariff of 1846; 
it might even còme here and offer to make terms 
with the protectionists ; but still he believed that 
the great heart of the Democratic party would 


tution and the laws, to be controlled, of course, by 
judicial arbitrament, Some of us might entertain 
entire confidence that that arbitrament would be in 
favor of the South; others might doubt it. And in 
this connection, he (Mr. MeL.) desired to call the | 
attention of the committee to the position of the | 
gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. Toomss.) Why ! 


live. Parties at the North and the South might 
choose to. continue their sectional organizations, 
and abstract power and force, for the time being, | 
from the national party. Ali that he asked of north- 
ern men was to adjourn their individual opinions. 
He would adjourn his own. i 
them, as he’had a right to do, to vote that he might | 
take his slaves from Maryland to California. He 


did the gentleman vote last year against the com- | 
promise bill? Becausé he believed that the ques- | 
tion which by the bill was Teft to the decision of | 
the Supreme Court of the United States, wonld | 
be adjudicated against the South. i 

Mr. WELLBORN interposed and inquired of | 
the gentleman if he knew that General Cass has 
recently expressed the opinion in the Senate, that 
the Mexican law abolishing slavery in the Terri- 
“tories of California and New Mexico, would pre- 
clude the slaveholder from taking his slave with 
him into those Territories? 

Mr, McLANE said he did not know what Gen- 
eral-Cass’s opinions were about Mexican law. He | 
(Mr. MeL.) was referring to the point in his letter | 
and speech which related to the power of the 
people of the Territories. ` 

Mr. WELLBORN inquired whether the gen- | 


t 


teman, in his remarks about the Missouri com- | 
promise, included in his denunciation the amend- | 
mcnt of that compromise proposed in the second 
resolution he had the honor to submit to the com- | 
mittee in a speech delivered by him a few days 
ago? 

Mr. McLANE replied that, as he recollected 
the gentleman’s amendment, it provided for a pos- 
itive recognition of slavery south of the line, and | 
a prohibition north of i@and was the Missouri | 
line.to which he had referred as a compromise”! 
which he could well understand southern men | 
would prefer. | 

Mr. WELLBORN expressed his satisfaction 
that the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. McLane} 
so considered it. 

Mr. McLANE continued. This was a very | 
different matier from the Missouri compromise in | 
its common acceptation, to which he had already | 
referred. How could the original spirit of the 
compromise apply in this case? The line then 
ran through slave territory, and all south of the 
line remained slave territory by positive law. 
Congress, therefore, could well be silent on the 
subject south of 360 30'. Now, however, what i 
life would the Missouri compromise have when 
run through territory said to be free territory; 
or, at best, territory where no positive law ex- 
isted to protect slavery. Ele repeated that this 
was non-intervention south of the line, and anti- 
slavery prohibition north of it. Such an adjudication 
of the question he despised, and should always | 
despise. Hence it was he desired to adhere to 
the northern Democracy,.and their policy of non- 
intervention faithfully represented in the course of 
the Democratic candidate for the Presidency in the 
last canvass, This he had called the policy of the 
national Democratic party; and this party hedid not 
believe was dissolved. He did not believe that it 
had been wafted away with the fumes of the dead 
carcass of the Bank of the United States, referred 
to by his friend from North Carolina, [Mr. 
Venasie.] He entirely concurred with his friend 
from North Carolina in absolving himself from po- 
litical assecation with those at the North who had 
attached themselves to that new organization, whose 
aim and purpose was confined to the effort of de- 
stroying the constitutional rights of the States and 
the people. Al he desired to say was, that he (Mr, 
McLang) believed this class was not respectable 
in numbers among the people, and the appeal he 


f 
they should extricate themselves from the restraint |Í 
which this class has heretofore imposed upon them: 
He well understood the remarks of his friend from 
North Carolina [Mr. Venasiz] to concede that 
the life and heart of the sound democracy had not }} 


altogether exhaled with the fumes of the dead f 


|i that country subordinate to the Constitution—that 


i ple of his State thought it an institution which | 


: I : : Š : 
now made to northern Representatives was, that || gave him their acquiescence or not—it was a ques- 


+ man as of the slave—a law which the free States 


“would leave that question to the courts. All he 
asked was, that they woald not seek a legislative 
declaration to deny the right. He asked them to 
stand by the doctrine of non-intervention, to let 
the courts decide the question, without regard to 
the consideration, whether General Cass, or any 
other statesman in the Democratic party, was of 
the one opinion or the other, provided they would 
all acquiesce in this submission of the case to the 
judicial arbitrament referred to. 

if he was right in his position that slavery, 


fi 
] 
| 


was a political regulation so far as the Federal 
Government was concerned, then he would like to | 
know whether the people of the territory belong- 
ing to the Government would not also have to go 
to the courts to ascertain whether they had the 
right to pass such a law. He might think they 
had or had not the right to pass such a law; Gen- 
eral Cass might think they had or had not; north- 
ern Democrats might think they had or had not 

that right; he [Mr. McLane] wished them to an- | 
| swer this question, If they were willing to let 
this question alone, to let it rest with the people of 


Constitution which protected the rights of the 
States and the rights of the people, which provided 
that “the powers not delegated to the United 
States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to 


or to the people;”? he would meet them on that 
ground. If they of the South had not the right, 
under the Constitution, to take their slaves into | 
the ‘Territories, he did net want to take them there. 
He wished not to be mistakcn—he had been two | 
| years ago, when he had talked about the outrage 
—as he now considered it wouid constitute an out- 
rage to force slavery over an unwilling people, 
against their legal and constitutional rights as 
American citizens. He was not to be confronted 
with the declaration that siavery was a national 
disgrace, a moral wrong. He did not believe the 
Union could exist when the great body of the | 
northern representatives came here proclaiming | 
that it was a national disgrace and a moral wrong, 


He would not ask {i 


though a municipal regulation within the States, | 


| the States, are reserved to the States respectively, || 


| of them got their slavery; they had every one of 


them found it to be necessary to enact their laws 
establishing negro slavery. Cultivated men of the 
North did not deny it. Beyond the political dis- 
tinction which they made against the blacks, there 
was the social and municipal distinction. It was 
this social distinction of which he spoke. It was 
bondage, bondage in degree. It was necessary to 
them—he was not reproaching them for it. They 
could not live without it. It was thus limited in 
degree with them on account of their free sparse 
black population, and their overwhelming propor- 
.tion of whites. Now, in Maryland the whites 
were not so overwhelming In numbers as in Penn- 
sylvania and the other free States, and therefore 
they wanted a more complete system of bondage 
than the people of the free States—they wanted 
more than a prohibition against blacks and whites 
entering togethér into the sacred bonds of matrimony 
and the other like municipal restraints imposed 
upon the black population. They required the law 
of slavery. Did not every man know that in the 
revolutionary war the black slave messed with 
the white soldier, and no white soldier objected: to 
it? ‘This was the case upon the battle fields of 
North Carolina, in thegallant corps of South Caro- 
lina, in Greene’s army, in the corps of Washing- 
ton at Yorktown—black slaves messed with the 
white soldiers, and the whites made no objection. 
Why? Because there was a consciousness of 
moral and legal superiority on the part of the 
white; but the slave, though inferior, was called 
there to defend his (the slave’s) fireside, his wife, 
his children, as the white men were defending 
theirs. And if there had been no law recognizing 
slavery—if the blacks had been free blacks, the 
white soldier would not have messed with them. 
That was why they must not disturb slavery 
in Maryland. He had just now stated that he 
was perfectly conient with the doctrine of non-in- 
tervention; content to stand by the sound Democ- 
racy of the North, and let the F'ree-Soil Democ- 
racy stand out or bring them in upon terms; and 
to northern Democrats of this kind ke thus had a 
right to speak. He would say to his friend from 
Ilinois in his eye, [Mr. Ricuarpson,] hold on! 
because if you do not you will make Maryland go 
with those who not only believe that slavery is 
a necessity and an advantage to the South, but - 
| who have, in language for which honorabie gen- 
i tlemen themselves alone are responsible, declared 
that it is a blessing, not only to the slave, but that 
it was an abstract moral blessing. Their opinion 
deserved and received quite as much respect as 
the abstract opinions of those gentlemen who 
thought it a national disgrace. The constitu- 
tion of that man was not more extreme in one 
view who pronounced it to be God’s blessing 
upon the black and the white, than that of the 
sickly philanthropist who pronounced it a na- 
tional disgrace, a national wrong—at the mo- 
ment when it was interwoven with the foundations 
of the most glorious, the most progressive, the 
most successful Government on the face of the 


and acting upon this idea by bringing the power 
of Congress to bear upon and destroy it. He saw 
before him the honorable gentleman from Penn- 
svivania, [Mr. McLananay,] who, though he 
hooght it a national disgrace, a moral wrong, took | 
is stand upon the doctrine of non-intervention. | 
The gentleman from illinois [Mr. Baker] had į 
| spoken of planting the flag of this Union upon the į 
| snow-capped hilis of California to float there for- | 


political disgrace. 

He lived in a border State that could do very 
| well without slavery, but which did not for that 
reason say that slavery was a moral wrong, a na- 
tional disgrace. They did not think so. Sickly 
spirits might so clothe their philanthropy; the peo- 


| 


was a moral necessity where it now existed: ad- 
vantageous in some States, but necessary in all the 
States where it now had an existence. A single 
view of this question: he did not care one particle 
whether northern men on either side of the House 


i i 
| 


| 


uon which came nearer home to him than to them. } 
We could not live in the midst of a large black ; 
population without the law of slavery. It was a! 
law as necessary to the discipline of the free black jj 


adopted, every oneofthem. They had every one 


|; ever: it must be the flag of this Union, as the flag |: differed with them upon points so vital to their 
of national honor, not as covering the relation of |: peace, harmony, and even existence. And thus 


i 
fi 


| from the North and the South had referred—of a 
; defence on the part of the South of this very soil 


| right to interfere with slavery here. 


earth. He said, if this Democracy of the North 
—to whom he looked with affection, with pride, 
with hope—gave way, then Maryland must be 
brought to think slavery fot only a necessity, 
but that necessity would create another necessity, 
that was, to cling to those who thought with her 
that it was a necessity as well as an advantage, 
and who were ready to extricate themselves from 
an association with a family, members of which 


might occur that contingency to which gentlemen 


on which the Capitol stands, because this was 
their soil. He did not claim for Maryland any 


4 He did not 
think Maryland had anything to do with i. He 


i had never introduced or supported resolutions 


proposing an interference on the part of Congress 
with slavery in this District when the State of 
Maryland or the pecple of this District should 
consent to it. He understood too well the ques- 
tion. The legislation of Congress over the Dis- 
trict was exclusive—not unlimited, but exclusive 
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but he would tell them what he did claim—if 
Congress violated the Constitution, and thus made 
void the deed of cession, Maryland would resume 
her gift. That was the legal-view which they en- 
tertained of this case, and itwas no new position 
for a Representative of Maryland to assume upon 
this floor, He had in his eye a gendemagyfrom 
Pennsylvagia [Mr. Srevens] who Mad flattered 
himself that there was no danger to result from 
an obstinate persistence by Congsess in the pur- 
suit of his particular opinions and fanaticism. 
Gentlemen seem to scout the idea that any mode 
of resistance was at, command to repel such ag- 
gression. They ought to know better. They ought 
to know, if Congress were to abolish slavery in 
the District of Columbia, Maryland could resume 
her jurisdiction over the same; her courts, consta- 
bles, processes, officers, were all at command, and 
even her militia—he did not despise the militia. 
Elis friend from Georgia [Mr. Toomss] did not, 
though he had spoken of militia colonels with less 
respect than the occasion would perhaps justify. 
She would have no difficulty in affording full and 
ample protection to the laws and property of her 
citizens residing within the territory ceded to the 
United States for a Federal seat of Government. 
He knew that there were very few northern men 
in this Congress who desired to abolish slavery in 
the District of Columbia. But there were some. 
There was the gentleman from New York, (Mr. 
P. Kina (in his seat) nodded assent,] whose life 
was somewhat historicalin the politics of the coun- 
try. He named no others, but he could go fur- 
ther, and designate over thirty gentlemen upon this 
floor who believed that it was in the power of Con- 
gress to abolish slavery here, and that they ought to 
abolish it here, for they considered that but a part 
of the policy of abolishing it in the Territories. 
Now he called the attention of the committee to 
those gentlemen who said they had the consti- 
tutional power to abolish it, and that they would 
abolish it whenever they could, and against them 
he warned northern Democrais; against them he 
warned the cultivated, distinguished statesmen of 
the North, and he called upon them to trample 
down this policy at this time. Now was the tifne 
—in this Congress, to exterminate this mischievous 
principle; and destroyed it ought to be. He held 
the sentiment to-day, which he had expressed the 
first day of the session, that he was with the Na- 
tional Democracy; that he did not care if he 
stood side by side with men who entertained 
different opinions from him upon the subject 
of slavery; it was: not on account of the opinions 
entertained by gentlemen differing with him on 
this subject, that he (Mr. MeL.) would refuse a 
political association with them, but because they 
hag in their breast the hellish purpose to exercise 
the power, and on their side make it atest of 
political organization and purpose. When he took 
his stand side by side with the National Democracy, 
it was a Democracy committed to the principle of 
non-intervention asa national policy, withoutregard 
to particular constitutional opinions of individuals, 
and such a Democracy must necessarily exclude 
from their political organization men who by 
ađopting this sectional policy would commit this 
great constitutional wrong. He had said now 
was the time to adjust this issue and vindicate the 
integrity of the National party. He disagreed 
entirely with his southern friend who expressed 
the opinion that this was the prevailing sentiment 
of the North. He knew better—he had lived near 
enough to the North to know better. But it would 
net be left for either politicians or statesmen to 
settle this question. tle believed the voice of the 
people would settle it. Men might agitate it, 
might get up “Union meetings,” with a view to 
influence the question either way, for or against 
slavery—they had called one in his own city, (that 
was the reason why he spoke to-day,) and they had 
held one in Philadelphia and one in New York. | 
Tt was not altogether on these he looked for hope. 
His hope was based upon the convic t 
settled in the hearts of the yeomanry of this 
country that the question must be adjusted, and | 
adjusted upon principles of equity and abstract | 
justice toall—to the people of the T 
‘than to the people of the States. 
did not rely upon pol y 
House. ‘Chey were all too fully committed to act 
their just part in this crisis unless now moved by 
the patriotic sentiment of the masses whom they 
misrepresented. ‘There was the gentleman from 


| 
Í 
] 
| 


He had said he 


€ 
tion that had || 


erritories no less ; 


iticians or statesmen in this | 


his purpose of anti-slavery agitation. It was no 
we would turn in our hour of trial. 


ride the storm. 


question he did not wish to be misunderstood. 
He thought that this Union had power in it 
that it was deeply seated in the love of the people 


Union. That-was the great love of country ex- 


the glory of the Federal Government, when justly 
and fairly administered, being the glory of all. 
Mr. VENABLE interposed, and (the floor 
being yielded) asked if the attempt had ever be- 
fore been made to dishonor the South? 


was proposed to be violated by the North, would 
not the gentleman agree with him, that the unholy 
attempt would change their love to hate? 

Mr. McLANE replied that he’ had said that 
the Federal Government had heretofore been iden- 


each State; that the glory and the power of the 
Federal Government were the glory and the power 
of all States. That was what he had said, 


a parallel to the present crisis. 
to that school indicated by the 


Georgia, [Mr. Toomss.] 
Mr. 


D 


annexation of Texas was a measure of southern 
policy Did the gentleman [Mr. McLane] deny 
fit? 

Mr. McLANE replied, certainly. And if the 
gentleman from Ohio would listen, he would say 
one word upon this point. It was true that Mr. 


kenham, had said that Texas was to be acquired in 
view of political considerations connected with 
slavery; but although this opinion of Mr. CaL- 
novn as Secretary of State indicated the p 
that Administration, he would say to the gentle- 


poh 
the 
he meant the Jackson party. 


tions to Mr. Poinsett to purchase Texas, if neces 
sary, 
and of Mr. Adams’s 
to Mr. Clay. 

Mr. McLANE said he spoke of actual annexa: 
tion, and had no reference to preceding negotia 
tions. 
gentleman from 


j 


i Mr. Van Buren’s instructions. 


McL.) had been talking about actual annexation 


\ 


denied that this annexation was southern policy 
| but if was Democratic policy, advocated every 


Pennsylvania [Mr. Srevens] in his eye, who had 
said there was no danger, who pressed forward in 


from ‘such men that he cowld expect relief. Men 
thus insensible to the circumstances in which the 
country was placed, would not be those to whom 
They might |j 
raise the whirlwind but they would not be able to 
But very different was his opinion 
of the people of the Commonwealth whom the 
gentleman in part represented. He (Mr. MeL.) 
looked to them to stay this crusade of fanaticism; 
he believed their influence would yet be felt in the 
adjustment of this question upon a basis that would 
restore peace and harmony to both sections of the 
country. He did not fear that the action of this 
Congress would dissolve the Union; upon this 


He went further—and he hoped no southern friend 
of his would ‘take exception to the remark—it was 


own States if they saw fit; he wentso far as to say 
that the only love of country now known to the 
people of the United States, was the love of the 


isting in the hearts of the people of all the States. 
If you roused the patriotism of the people, it was 
their love of the whole country, of the Union as it 
is, their devotion to the Federal Government, as 
he believed it had existed in all our former history, 


Their 
honor was dearer to them than life, and when it 


tified with all that was glorious in the history of 


and he argued further, that there were no prece- | 
dents in the past history of the country to make 


He denied, and utterly repudiated the declara- 
tion made by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
CAMPBELL,} about the South having acquired 
Texas. He thought the gentleman had better go 
gentleman from 


CAMPBELL (Mr. McLane yielding for 
explanation) said he had distinctly stated that the 


Catnoun, in some of his dispatches to Lord Pa- 


olicy of 


man from Ohio, that thatgAdministration did not 
| conceive this policy. ‘Tne policy of the acquisi- 
tion of Texas was a national policy; it was. the | 
cy of the National Democratic party, and by 
National Democratic party of the present day, 


Mr, MEADE (interposing) reminded the gen- 
tleman from Maryland of Mr. Van Buren’s instruc- 


at the expense of half a million of dollars, 
instructions to the same end 


He remembered very well—so did the 
Virginia, [Mr. Meape] -that when 
they had advocated the annexation of Texas they 
had breught up all these original attempts, and | 
had referred with great point to Mr. Adams’s and 
Bat he (Mr. 


annexation by act of Congress; and he utterly 


where with full knowledge that it we 
policy. - Annexation was the: policy: 
Democratic party; and he was willing to go‘fur- 
ther, and admit, that out of: the annexation ‘of 
Texas had grown the war. Se 
He remarked that his hour had nearly @xpired, 
and he wes very sorry that he was confined to one 
hour; for, feeling the influence which this question: 
had upon the country, he was impressed with thé 
obligation to define fully the views: which gov- 
erned him. He had exhausted his time in the 
general discussion of the power of Congress; he had 
stated the constitutional and the legal point upon 
which he derived that power. He had contended 
that such power was. incidental, and was. e+ 
cessarily confined and limited in its characier. 
He had contended further, that even if the exeré 
cise of municipal powers were necessary and 
proper, as a means of carrying into execution 
express powers vested in Congress or in the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, or in any department 
or officer thereof, still there éxisted in the Consti- 
tution itself restraints and limitations which inter- 
fered and prohibited the exercise of certain muni- 
cipal and political powers, abd embraced within 
such limitations and restraints was this relation of 
master and servant; which, though a‘ municipal 
institution within the several States where it is 
regulated by local law, was in its rélation to the 
Federal Government a political institution over 
which Congress had ‘certain well-defined and éx- 
press powers; and in regard to which it could 
exercise none others. 
And he had argued further, that Congress was 
bound to act, and exercise its constitutional powers 
in providing law and order for the people inhabit- 
ing the ‘Territories of the United States—or admit 
such Territories into the union as States, with 
constitutions and forms of government adopted 
by the people thereof. He had also contended that, 
where the territorial form of government was 
adopted, this question of slavery must be left an 
open question for judicial adjudication and ‘arbit- 
ramtni—the’ doctrine of Congressional non-inler+ 
vention must prevail. And he would further con- 
tend, that when the discretion of Congress was ap- 
pealed to, to admita new State, no condition coud 
ve rightfully imposed by Congress upon the people 
thereof, other than the constitutional command 
that their form of government should be Republi- 
can. He had (he said) but a moment to contem- 
plate the practical question now presented. The. 
territorial question having been adjourned, Cone 
gress were now called upon to voleupon the ad- 
mission of California, It had been said by the 
gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Toomss]}. and he; 
(Mr. McL.) had been very glad to hear the declara- 


t 


T 


a general remark. Gentlemen might except their 


the right of the people of California tò form their 
own constitution, and apply for admission as ‘a 
State of this Union. Now, a few words on that 
point. He (Mr. McLane) went further; he not 
only did not deny the right of that people to form 
their own constitution, but he recognized their 
tight under the treaty to be received ‘as a State— 
| at the discretion of Congress, it was true: and an 
honest, a wise, a conscientious discretion. But Jet, 
it be observed, connected with theirright to forma 
constitution, the discretion of Congress must have 
no relation to the fact that that constitution was a 
free or a slave constitution. He utterly denied 
; that, as a statesman, in exercising a sound discre- 
tion as to the time of admitting California, be 
could plead any sort of apology for his course, if 
that discretion were governed by the fact thar the’ 
people had exercised their right of exclading 
slavery. ohn 
So far as u 
! cerned, they must take it it 
as a practical question, What were those merits ? 
Did they not know that in the Convention which 
formed that Constitution, there was a concurrent 
l sentiment from the northern and thesouthern por- 
ji ion of California upon the question of slavery, and 
l| that the material question of difference between 
l the representatives of the people was as to the ex- 
i tent and character of boundaries, and again to the 
| main question as to whether there should be a Ter- 
ritorial ora State government? The minority pre- 
ferring a Territorial government, but acquiescing in 
the voice: of the majority; the only question re- 
maining open was that of boundary, which was 
adjusted by compromising between those who 
desived to extend it east to the province of New 


he question of admission was con- 
upon its practical merits, 


| 
' 
| 
i 


i 8 


ot 


| 


| 


? 


iy 
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tion from that gentleman, that no man could deny ` 
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Mexico, and those. who would prefer to have con- 
fined it to the Sierra Nevada. But all from all 
parts. represented, concurred in embracing the | 
whole Pacific coast as essential to preserve the 
homogeneous character of the State. Rd 
He argued further in regard to the proceedings 
of the Convention which formed the.Constitution 
of California, and. in regard to the motives and 
policy which, in his judgment, should govern the 
Congress of the United States in exercising their 
constitutional discretion, He was ‘talking about 
what he would. do. He would vote for that Con- 
stitution upon its merits. He would vote. to re- 
ceive California with her present boundaries, if 
- this Congress would, in good faith, give gov- 
ernment and protection to the whole people, || 
without as well-as within the limits of the pres- į 
ent, State, leaving to those who remained in 
the Territory of the United States, as well as to f 
the people of the States, all their constitutional |; 
rights. But if the counsels of thé gentleman from į 
New York [Mr. Duer] were to prevail, he (Mr. |! 
McLane) would not vole for it, He woald not jj 
go home and say he had taken California as one ji 
step towards depriving the South of all the Terri- 
tory of the United States, 
Mr. DUER interposed, and inquired to what ! 
counsels the gentleman referred ? | 
Mr. McLANE replied, that he referred to the | 
| 


i 


gentleman’s fetter to his constituents, read by the | 
gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Hitirarp] some | 
days ago, in which the gentleman from New York | 
had explained the process of receiving all Cali- | 
fornia by piecemeal as free soil. 

Iı would give him (he continued ) the utmost satis- 
faction to give to the people of California the whole 
Pacific coast. And upon that question he wanted 

_ to send to the Clerk’s table a bill, which was sub- | 
stantially the same bill which he had brought for- | 
ward at the last Congress. His friend from Vir- | 
ginia, (Mr. Bayty,] who had said that the proposi- | 
tion to allow a Siate government to California had | 
received but one vote, was mistaken. The fact | 
was, as stated by the gentleman from Georgia-to- | 
day, [Mr. Toomps,] that it had received a large i| 
vote—a large southern vote. He (Mr. MeL.) 
had then been in favor of it—he was now in favor 
of it. And he wasin favor of the non-intervention 
policy; not of the policy of the Missouri compro- | 
mise, as understood by northern men, prohibiting | 
slavery north of 36° 30’, leaving the principle of 
non-interference to prevail south of that line. In- 
finitely to be preferred to that was the principle of 
non-interference, as applied by the northern De- 


tion, which had been referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. : 

Mr. HILLIARD was understood to express 
the hope that the bill jst read through might be 
permitted. to pass without being referred to any 
committee. lt was merely a question of confirm- 
ing a title to a certain tract of land. , 

Mr. CARTER. It was merely a question of 
giving away a portion of the Government lands. 
He was in favor of its reference to a committee. 

Mr. McCLERNAND moved that the bill be 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands; and 
it was so referred. 

Mr. DUNHAM moved a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the joint resolution was referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs, with the view 
to put it upon its passage. 

Mr. McCLERNAND asked the gentleman 
from Indiana [Vir. Dunnam] to withdraw his 
motion for the present, to permit the other bill on 
the Speaker’s table to be read and referred. 

Mr. DUNHAM withdrew his motion for that 
purpose; but, without farther action, 

On motion, the House then, at half past three 
o’clock, adjourned till to-morrow morning. 


PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees, viz: 


By Mr. GILMORE: The petition of John J. Moore and 
95 other citizens of Armstrong, Indiana, Cieartield, and Jef- 
ferson counties, Pennsylvania, asking tor a mail roule from 
S niekshurg, Indians county, Pennsylvania, to Lutbersburg, 
Clearfield county, Pennsylvania. 

Also, the petition of James M. Miller and 159 other citi- 
zens of Indiana county, Pennsylvania, askiig for the estab 
lishing of a mail route from Shet cta, indiana county, 
Pennsylvania, by Morten’s Mill and Piumville, to Sinicks- 
burg, Indiana county, Pennsylvania. g 

Also, the petition of George Johnson and 9) others, citi- 
zens of Buruside township, Clearficld county, Pennsylvania, 
asking for the establishing of a mail route from Chest tu 
Burnside, Pennsylv nia. , 

Also, the ‘petitivu of D. B. Curll and 50 others, citizens of 
Ciaion county, Pennsylvania, asking for a change in the 
present tarif | ws. 

By Mc. BROWN, of Mississippi: Petition of W. H. H. 
Patterson and others, late commissioned oihcers in We war 
with Mexico, praying bounty lands. 

Aisa, the petition of H. Hobbs, Iste postmaster at Jack- 
son, Mississippi, pr ying compe. sation for house rent, &c. 

By Mr KING, of New Jersey: Two petitions of iuhabi- 
tants of Newark, New Jersey, f.r ehe p pustage to two 
cents prepaid for halt ounce, for any distance. 

Also, the petition of masters of vessels, m ‘rehants, and 
pilots inter. sted in navigation of Newark bay and Passaic 
river, for lights and buoys therin, and for an appropriation 
therein 


mocracy to the whole country. But consistent 
with the immediate admission of California it was 
yet in the power of Congress to extend the west- 
ern boundary of Texas westward over New Mex- 
ico to the eastern boundary of California; leaving 
these two States of nearly equal exteat—the one 
free the other slave—which might hereafter, at the 
discretion of Congress, simultaneously be divided 
into other States. He would submit a bill for the 
consideration of the committee to effect this pur- 
pose. He was proceeding to explain the pro- |i 
visions of that bill when the bour expired. 

Mr. CONRAD obtained the floor, but yielded to 
a motion that the Committee rise, which prevail- 
ing, the committee rose and reported progress. 

Mr. McCLERNAND asked that the several 
Senate bills lying on the Speaker’s table might be 
taken up and referred. The motion was agreed 
to, and 

The joint resolution from the Senate, to extend 
the provisions of a joint resolution for the benefit 
of Frances Slocum and her children and grand 
children, of the Miami tribe of Indians, approved 
March 34, 1845, to certain other individuals of the 
same tribe, was taken up, read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Senate bill entitled “An act to relinquish the re- 
versionary interest of the United States toa certain 
reservaiion therein mentioned, and to confirm the 
title of Charles G. Ganter thereto,’? was read 
twice by its title, with a view to its reference. 

Messrs. HILLIARD and DUNHAM asked 
that the last bill might be put upon its passage. 

_ The bili was then read through; and the ques- 
tion, now being, “ Shall it be ordered to a third 
reatingi” 

Mr. DUNHAM said, in the confusion, he had 
mistaken the bili. Jt was the first bill read which | 
he desited should be put on its passage, 

The CHAIR stated that that was a joint resolu- 


i granting to P. P. F. Degrand, Win. Ingails, 
i and others, a charter “to construct a radroad and tele- 


B: Mr. CROWELL: ‘The petition of John Odell, A. L. 
Nelson, and others, citizons« f Lewisburg, Summit county, 
Obio, prai ing for a uni orm rate of postage, not to exceed 
one cent on newspapers and two cents on prepaid letters of 
a halt ouuce, for all distances. a 

By Mr CALVIN: The following petitions praying for a 
reduction of the present rates of postage: 

Ist. Signed by J. P. Walters and 44 others, citizens of 
Mifflin county, Penusylvasia. 

2d. Sued by John Ernech and 50 others, citizens of 
Cen er county, Penns ivania. 

3d. Signed by George Sheneberger and 53 others, citizens 
of Cen er coun y, Pennsylvania. 

4h. Signed by Arther Raney and 21 others, citizens of 
hair county, Pennsylvania. 

Sth. Signed hy B. E. Collins and 8&0 others, citizens of 
Huntingdon eon- ty, P- nusylvania. 

By Mr. SPRAGUE: Petitions for cheap postage, from 
C. Coolbaugh and other citizens of Jackson county; and 
from J. Montross and other citizens of Colon, Michigan. 

Also, the petition of Win. Hoyt and others, for the estab- 
lishmentofa post route from Hastings, Barry county, Michi- 
gan, to Flat river. 

Also, the petition of J. Russell and others, for a mail route 
from Lyons to Greenvil e. 

Also, the petition of O. Butler and other citizens of Eaton 
county, for a mail routefiom Lansing to Odessa. 

Also, the petition of A. Loomis and ouers, for a mail route 
from Grand Rapids to Muskegon, 

By Mr. CLEVELAND: Two petitions of citizens of 
Windham county, Connecticut, for the abolition of the 
spirit rauon in the army and navy of the United States. 

By Mr. PHOENIX: The memorial of Winslow Laneer 
& Co., and 423 citizens of the United States, in favor of 
E. H. Derby 


graph from Si. Louis to San Francisco, with a capital of one 
hundred millions of dollars, &e., Ke. 
By Mr. FOWLER: The petition of J. L. Hedge and 


i other citizens of Plymouth, Wassachusetts, praying for a 
rednetion of postage to two cents. 


By Mr. MOORE: The petition from John C. Hodges 


i and other mechanies and artizans of Philudetpbia, asking 
! for a reduction in the rates of postage, 


By Mr. CABLE, of Obio: A petition from the Hon. B. 


| Tappan and other citizens of Sieubenville, Ohio, for cheap | 
i postage. 


By Mr. BURROWS: The petiton of Thomas C. Fan- 
ning, and 105 others, citizens of Albion, New York, praying 
Congress to establish the rate of postage on prepaid letters 
at two cents per haif ounce. 


By Mr. DUFR: The petition of L. W, Smith and others, 
of Warsaw, Wyoming county, New York, for cheap post- 
age. $ 

Kien; the petition of George W. En’on and others, mem- 
bers of Madison University, for the same. 

Also, the petition of B. T, Clarke and others, of Caseno- 
via, New York, for the same. x 

Also, the petition of John Savage and others, of Madison 
county@for the same. x 

Also, the pe@iion of 182 citizens of New Haven, New 
York, for the saine. s 

Also, the petition of 59 citizens of Hannibal, New York, 
for the same. $ 

By Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky: The petition of Moses 
W. Hunt, praying Congress to grant him an increase of 
pension. 

By Mr. HENRY: The petition of Joseph Sherwin, and 
20 others, of Rupert, Vermont, for cheap postage. Also, 
of Austin Johnson and 20 others, of same place, for the 
same. 

By Mr. HIBBARD: The petition of David G. Goodall, and 
other citizens of New Hampshire, praying for a reduction of 
the rate of postage on prepaid letters. ; 

Also, the petition of William W. Hutchins and others, for 
the same object. £ 

By Mr. HOWF: The petition of John A. Gill, and 107 
others, citizens of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, praying 
Congress to rednee the rates of postage, &c. 

iy Mr. MILLSON; The memorial o' John Harper, re- 
monstrating against the occupaney o) land claimed by him, 
by agents of the United States. 

Also, the memorial of Commodore John D. Sloat, and 
other officers of the Navy, asking bounty lauds for the sea- 
men engaged in the late war with Mexico. 

Also, the memorial of divers citizens and seamen, making 
the same prayer. 


IN SENATE. 
Wenpnespay, February 27, 1850. 


Mr. BENTON presented the memorial of the 
directors of the Pacific Railroad Company of Mis- 
souri, praying a grant of land and the right of way 
for the construction of their railroad; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. WALKER presented a memorial of the 
Legislature of Wisconsin, praying the erection of 
a light-houge and the improvement of the harbor 
at Uloa, in that Stale; which was referred to the 
Comminges on Commerce, and ordered to be print- 
ed. 

Mr. W. also presented a memorial of the Legis- 
lature of Wisconsin, praying an appropriation for 
the construction of a harbor at the mouth of Twin 
rivers, on Lake Michigan; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. W. further presented a memorial of the 
Legislature of Wisconsin, asking the establish- 
ment of a mail route from Mackwonego to White 
Water. in that State; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. W. also presented a memorial from the 
Legislature of Wisconsin, asking the establishment 
of a mail route from Waukesha village to West 
Bend, in that State; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SEWARD presented a memorial of Wins- 
low, Larned & Co., citizens of New York, pray- 
ing that a charter may be granted to P. P. F. De- 
grand and his associates to construct a railroad 
and establish a line of telegraph from St. Louis, 
Missouri, to San Francisco, in California, with a 
loan of Government stock and a right of way 
through the public lands; which .was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. S. also presented two petitions of citizens 
of New York, asking a reduction of the rates of 
postage; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. FELCH presented a petition of citizens of 
Adrian, Michigan, asking a reduction of the rates 
of postage; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. BRADBURY presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Gardiner, Maine, and a petition of the 
President and Directors of the Gardiner Bank, in 
that State, asking a reduction of postaze; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Pos: Office 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. CHASE presented a petition of citizens of 
Michigan City, Indiana; a petition of the Mayor 
and “Town Council of Steubenville; a petition of 
the carpenters and joiners in Steubenville; a peti- 
tion of the proprietors and workmen in the Clin- 
ton paper mili, in Steubenville; and a petition of 
citizens of Lee Township, in the State of Ohio, 
asking a reduction of the rates of postage; all 
which were referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, ° 
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Mr. SMITH presented a petition of citizens of 
New Haven; a petition of citizens of Harwinton; 
and two petitions of citizens of South Farms, in 
the State of Connecticut, asking a M@uction of the 
rates of postage; which were referred t& the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. HUNTER presented the petition hos. 
R. Joynes, asking indemnity for French spomations; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. FELCH presented a petition of citizens of 
Macomb county, Michigan, asking an appropria- 
tion for the improvement of.the Clinton river, in 
tha’ State; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Mr. STURGEON submitted an additional doc- 
ument relative to the petition of Daniel Nippes; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, i 

Mr. WHITCOMB presented a memorial of 
merchants and others, of Evansville, Indiana, ask- 
ing that that city may be made a port of entry and 
delivery; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, ; 

Mr. BRADBURY presented the petition of Jas. 
Wright, asking to be allowed a pension in conse- 
quence of disease contracted while serving as engi- 
neer on board of a revenue cutter in the Gulf of 
Mexico during the Mexican war; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BORLAND presented the memorial of W. 
K. Inglish and Jobn C. Douglas, volunteer officers 
in the late war with Mexico, asking an allowance 
of bounty lands; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. B. also presented a petition of the late and 
present officers of the Champagnole land office, in 
Arkansas, asking to be allowed commissions on 
entries of land under bounty land warrants; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BALDWIN- submitted a communication 
addressed to him by Philip Ripley, exhibiting 
statistics of the iron works in the State of Con- 
necticut in the years 1845 and 1850, and the effects 
of the present tariff upon those interests; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. CHASE presented resolutions of the Le- 
gislature of Ohio, in favor of the adoption of such | 
measures as will lead to-the liberation of Kossuth | 
and his associates, Hungarian exiles, from their 
captivity in the dominions of the Sultan of Tur- 
key; which were referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. C. also presented a resolution of the Legis- 
lature of Ohio, in favor of the acknowledgment of 
the independence of Liberia; which was ieferred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. C. also presented a petition of John S. Fee | 
and other citizens of Lewis county, Kentucky, | 
asking that the resolutions submitted by the Hon. | 
Henry Cray may not be adopted by the Senate, | 
nor any other measure that does not restrict the 
institution of slavery; that California may bead- 
mitted into the Union with her present boundaries; 


and that slavery may be abolished in the District of |; 


Columbia; which was ordered to lie on the table. | 
Mr. KING presented a petition of citizens of | 
Alabama, asking a grant of public lands and the | 
right of way to the Alabama and Georgia Railroad | 
Company; which was referred to the Committee 
on Publie Lands. ts D | 
Mr. CORWIN presented a petition of citizens 
of Cleveland, Ohio, asking the adoption of meas- 
ures for the construction uf a railroad from the 
valley of the Mississippi to the Pacific ocean, on 
the plan pro 
referred o he Committee on Roads and Canals. 
Mr. C. also presented a petition of citizens of 
Jefferson county, Ohio, and a petition of the pro- 
prietorsand employers of the rolling mills of Ports- 
mouth, Ohio, asking a re r 
postage; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. — Rs 
Mr. C. also presented a petition of citizens of 
Cleveland, Ohio, asking the adoption of measures 
for acquiring the right to the navigation of the 
river St. Lawrence; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. : ; 
"Mr. C. also presented resolutions of the Legisla- 
ture of Ohio, in favor of the adoption of such 
as will effect the liberation of Kossuth’ 


measures K 
and his associates, ; 
ity in the dominions of the Sultan of Turkey, and 
tke removal of Kossuth and his family to the 


osed by Asa Whitney; which was |! 


duction of the rates of |! 


Hungarian exiles, from captiv- | 


United: States; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Rejations. A 
„Mr. C. further presented a resolution of the Le- 
gislature of Ohio, askingethe recognition of the 
independence of Liberia; which were referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. : 

Mr. DOWNS presented the memorial of C. E. 
Greneaux, asking to be released from a judgment 
obtained against him by the United States as one 
of the sureties of Benoit Laurens, a receiver of 
public moneys; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Judiciary. : 

Mr. CASS presented the petition of Freeman 
Blakely, a pensioner of the United States, asking 
an increase of pension; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. C. also presented a memorial of citizens of 
Grand Haven, Michigan, asking the adoption of 
measures for acquiring the right to the free navi- 
gation of the river St. Lawrence; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. SEWARD, | have been requested to pre- 
sent a memorial of the citizens and residents of the 
valley of the Rio Grande, in which they tepresent 
that it is their desire that all of the section east of 
the Rio Grande and south of the line of New Mex- 
ico distinct from the province of Texas, be erected 
into a new Territory, to be called the Territory of 
the Rio Grande; and they ask the usual forms of 
territorial government. Without reading, I ask 
that. it be referred to the Committee on Territories, 
and that it be printed. 

Mr. RUSK expressed the hope that it would be 
printed, together with the names that were attached 
to it. 

The petition was referred, and the question of 
printing was referred to the Committee on Print- 
ing. 

LAKE HARBORS. 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin. Mr. President, I 
present to the Senate a memorial from Colonel 
| Philo White, a most respectable and intelligent 
citizen of Racine, Wisconsin, embodying much 
valuable information and many interesting statis- 
tics upon the subject of lake commerce, and going 
to show the necessity and expediency of construct- 
ing harbors for the preservation of life and property 
| on the western shore of Lake Michigan. I move 
you, sir, that the memorial be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce and printed. 

gs the question of printing must go, under our 
rule, to the Committee on Printing, and as the sub- 
ject is one of deep interest to the State which I in 
part represent, I trust that that committee will re- 
port in favor of printing, and that it may be the 
pleasure of the Senate to order it to be dune. 


On motion by Mr. CORWIN, 
Ordered, That the rapers of Cadwalader Wallace be 
taken trom the files and referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. BORLAND, from the Commitee on Pen- 
sions, asked that said committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of 
citizens of Pennsylvania on the subject of extra pay 
and bounty land to the soldiers in the last war with 
Great Britain, and that it be referred to the Com- 
| mittee on Military Affairs; which motion was 
agreed to. ; . 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, to which was referred the 
petition of C. L. Harrington, asked to be discharged 
| from the further consideration of the same, and 
that it be referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
| tionary Claims. f 
Also, from the same committee, to which was 


| referred the joint resolution for restoring the set- 


tlement of the three months’ extra pay claims to 
the Accounting officers of the Treasury, reported it 
back without amendment. 

Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on the Ju- 
| diciary, to which was referred the bill to amend 
‘ certain acts entitled “An act to establish the Ter- 
ritorial Government of Oregon,” and “An an act 
| to establish the Territorial Government of Minne- 
sota,’* reported it back witha recommendation that 
it do not pass. 

Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee for the 
! District of Columbia, to which was referred the 
petition of Owen Connolly, reported the following 
resolution: 


\|  Résolved, That there be paid to Owen Connolly, out of the 
|! contingent fund, a sum equal to the amount of his pay from 
|j the time of hisremoval as one of the police of the Capitol, 


| postponed until to-morrow. : 


on the 20th day of April; 1849; to’ the present time, in con? 
sideration of injuries sustained by him in the diseharge of his 
public duties, and which has disabled him-for life. .. 

The said resolution Having been. read a first and 
second time, was considered as in Committee: of 
the Whole, when its further consideratign was 


Mre BERRIEN, from the Committee: on the 
Judiciary, to which was referred the petition of 
James Chapman, administrator of Thomas Chap- 
man, submitted a report accompanied by a bill for 
the relicf of the legal representatives of the late 
Thomas Chapman, formerly collector of the -port 
of Georgetown, South Carolina; which was read 
and passed to the second reading, and the report aca 
companying the same was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, from the Commit- 
tee on Commerce, reported a bill to establish a col- 
lection district and a port of entry and port of 
delivery in the State of Mississippi, and for other. 
purposes. 

Mr. BALDWIN, from the Committee of Claims, 
to which was referred. the petition of Wm. A. 
Duer, submitted an adverse report; which Was 
ordered to be printed. : 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. BRIGHT submitted the following resola- 
tion, which lies over one day: 

Resolved, That the Seeretary of the Interior be directed 
to report to the Senate the number and names of the respec- 
live clerks, messengers, and all other officers, and the com- 
pensation of each, who have been employed in his own 
office (stating also during what period each has been ems 
ployed) since the 4th) of March, 1849. Also, the laws by 
authority of which tey respectively have been so employed. 
Also, the names and compensation of each clerk or other 
offieer who has been transterred to his office from another 
Department or office of the Government 5 when so trans- 
ferred, and by what authorily. AlO, whether any clerks 
or other officers are or have been employ cd in bis office who 
are now receiving or have received compensation (while 
employed in his office) as clerks or othicers of any oF the 
bureaus subordinate to said Secretary, and by what authori- 
ty of Congress or otherwise such clerks or officers are or 
have been so employed in his office. 

Mr. BELL submitted the following resolution, 
which, by unanimous consent, was considered and. 
agreed to: i 

R solved, That the Committee on Pensions inquire into 
the justice and propriety of allowing Cary Blevins, wife of 
Henry Blevins, deceased, who was a soldier of the Revolu- 
tion, a pension ‘ 

Mr. BRADBURY submitted the following re- 
solution, which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: . 

Resolved, That the Committee an Pensions be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill granting to 
the widow or heirs of David Liun, a soldier in he war of 
1819, five years? hall pay, iu lieu of the pension to Which le 
would have been cutitied. ` 

Mr. COOPER submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which, by unanimous consent, was consid- 
ered and agreed to: $ 

Resolved, ‘hat the Secretary of the Navy bhe directed to 
communicate tothe Senate the number of deaths occurring 
anuually in the United States squadron on the coast of Afni- 
ca, the uumber of men Composiug the same, together with 
the annual cost of maintaining it Also,an estimate of deaths 
in this squadron compared with the deaths in other squad- 
rous on foreign stations. 


OBSTRUCTION TO NAVIGATION. 
MÊ KING. Mr. President, 1 submit the fol- 


lowing resolution: 

Resolved, ‘Chat the Committee on Commerce be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of nakingan appropriation 
for the removal of the obstructions to the navigation of Pass 
Manchac, which were placed there by order of Gen. Jack- 
son in 1814. 

The obstructions to which this resolution relates 
were placed there by the order of Gen. Jackson to 
prevent the British from passing to the: lakes. 
They have remained there from the year 18) 4to'the 
present time, to the great inconvenience öf those — 
who wish to navigate the lakes to. and from the 

Mississippi; when by opening this pass as it was 
originally, navigators would be able to reach: the 
city of Mobile at one-half the expense of whatit 
now costs to go round. We have heretofore, on 
many occasions, removed obstructions that have 
been placed in navigable streams by the order of 
the Government, or any of the commanding offi- 
| cers; and liberal appropriations have been made 
| for that purpose. L hope the committee to whom 
I propose to refer this mater wiil look into it as 
| early as possible, and that their report may be 
sach aone as will relleve us from the inconven- 
jence of these obstructions in the navigation of the 


Mississippi. While I am up I will make another 
observation. It will probably be argued that the 


/ 


ago > 
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removal of these-obstructions will be injurious to’ 
the interests of some of the planters cultivating 
the margins of the river; but I suppose it will 
scarcely be considered that the interests of a few 

. planters should prevent the great interests of the 
country, from being promoted by restoring the 
navigation of the stream to what it was originally, 
and before it was blocked up by Gen. Jackson for 
military purposes. I hope the unanimous con- 
sent of the Senate will be granted to the consider- 
ation of the resolution at the present time. 

Mr. DOWNS. Mr. President, this resolution 
relates to a very serious matter, and F hope it will 
not be disposed of without consideration. It re- 
lates to the stopping up of a stream by an officer 
of the United States army many years ago, and 
which has remained blocked up for some thirty 
years. Whatever interests may have existed at 
the time, such. important interests have grown up 
in: consequence of this. public work, thus recog- 
nized by the General Government and by the 
State Government, for so long a time, that I think 
itis a very. serious question whether, without the 
consent of the parties whose interests are situated 
on this stream, this Government should now take 
steps that would injure and in part destroy the 
rights which have thus grown up there. 

{ know it isa difficult question. ‘There is a dif- 
ference of opinion, even in the quarter “of the 
country where the obstraction exists. It has been 
frequently agitated in our own Legislature, and 
there has been a great difference of opinion as to 
whether this outlet should be opened, and whether 
the effect of opening it will not be the most effec- 
tual method of preventing the overflows of the 
Mississippi. But whatever plan is to be adopted, 
it should be adopted with great caution; because 
no man can tell what willbe the result. It was 
said some years ago, by one of our most distin- 
guished engineers, that the Mississippi and its 
outlets and inlets, baffled all the skill and all the 
science of engineering; that it was a stream so 
unusual that science could not be applied to it. 
Our own engineers have in some respects made 
great mistakes. They have constructed works 
which have created serious. and injurious conse- 
quences, I do not rise for the purpose of object- 
ing to this resolution, nor do I know that 1 shall 
finally object to the regoval of these obstructions. 
I simply wish to call ihe attention of the Senate to 
the vastimportance of the subject, and toexpress 
my hope that there will be some movement made 
to collect information prior to the action of Con- 
gress onthe matter. ldo not think that Congress 
is yet prepared for action on this subject. 

Mr. KING. ‘The gentleman will see that this 
resolution is merely a resolution of inquiry as to 
the propriety of removing these obstructions. 

| But it is a question whether it is not imperative 
on the Government to remove these obstructions. 
The stipulations are that these navigable streams 
shall remain open, and shall not be obstructed by 
the State or any other authorities. In conse- 
quence of the invasion of New Orleans by the 
British, Gen. Jackson caused these obstructions 
to he placcd there. But it does not appear to be 
reasonable that, because this obstruction hag re- 
maimed there for thirty years, we should be de- 
prived of the advantages of this navigation; or 
because it may perchance injure the property of 
some individuals, while at the same time it may 
relieve the city of New Orlcans from those se- 
rious inundations to which it is subject. Every 
man who has taken the pains to examine the 
matter, has come to the conclusion that some- 
thing will have to be done to carry off the im- 
mense quantity of water which comes from the 
lakes, and which must necessarily pass by New 
Orleans, in order to save that city from frequent 
serious inundations, and possibly from ruin. I 
ask for nothing as regards the action of this body 
at the present time, further than to refer the sub- 
ject to the Committee on Commerce for their con- 
sideration, that they may inquire into it.ss delib- 
erately, calmly, and extensively as possible. 
And, should they come to the conclusion that it 
would be dangerous or injurious to the city of 
New Orleans, I would say that, great as is the 
inconvenience of this obstruction to those east of 
the lakes, I would abandon it. I have no dispo- 
sition to have anything done that would increase 
the danger of injuring the city of New Orieans. 
I trust there will be no objection to its going to 
the committee, and that they will inquire into it 


| of supporting my opinion. his, : 
| have recourse to authentic law publications in 


| country. 


with all the care which they can. bestow upon it. 
The resolution was then considered and agreed to. 


BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 

Mr. BRIGHT, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to bring in a bill to reduce the 
price of the public lands in the Great Miami re- 
servation in the State of Indiana; and . 

A bill directing the sale of marsh lands in the 
counties of Jay and Adams, in the State of In- 
diana; which were read a first and second time by_ 
unanimous consent, and referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. f 

NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. DOUGLAS gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill to reduce and define 
the limits of the military reservation at the mouth 
of the St. Peter’s, in the Territory of Minnesota, 
and to secure the rights of the actual settlers there- 
on. 


THE COMPROMISE. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the re- 
solutions submitted by Mr. Cray, in relation to 
the adjustment of the questions in controversy 
between the States of the Union arising out of the 
institution of slavery. 

Mr. BENTON. Mr. President: ft has been 
affirmed and denied on this floor that slavery was 
abolished in Mexico. I am one of those who 
affirm its abolition; and I propose now to read 
some passages from Mexican law, for the purpose 
In doing this, L shall 


Mexico, and shall produce the laws on which I 
rely, both in the original language and in an English 
translation. I begin with the decree of the Presi- 
dent Guerrera in 1899, and read from a book which 
| was printed in the city of Mexico in the year 1838, 
and which isthe eleventh volume of the laws of 
Mexico, officially published under’ the orders of 
| the Supreme Government. l will read the utle 
page to show its authentic and official character. 
This is it: . 

“ Recopilacion de leyes, decretos, bandos, regla- 
‘t mentos, circulares y providencias de los su- 
‘ premos poderes, y otras autoridades de la repubtica 
‘Mexicana. Formada de orden del Supremo Go- 
‘ bierno por al lic. Basilio Jose Arrillaga.” 

In English this tide reads thus: ‘* Collection of 

‘laws, decrees, proclamations, regulations, circu- 
‘lars, and official orders of the supreme powers, 
tand other authorities of the Mexican republic, 
t made by order of the Supreme Government by 
| * the lawyer Basilio José Arrillaga.”’ 
From this title it will be seen that this volume, 
| from which I propose to read the decree of 1829, 
is not only authentic and official, but that it is the 
work of a lawyer acting under the orders of the 
Supreme Government, and supposed to know 
what were and what were not the laws of his 
With this exposition of the character 
of the work, and its titie to credit, I proceed to 
read the decree. It stands thus on page 213, under 
the month of September, 1829: 

* Dia 15.—Decreto del Gobierno en virtud de fa- 
* cullades estraordinarias. j 
“Queda avolida la esclavitud en la republica. 2°, | 
‘ habian considerado como esclavos. 39, Cuando | 
t las circumstancias del erario lo permitan, se in- 
s demnizara 4 los proprietarios dg esclavos en los 
t terminos que dispusieren las leyes. (Se circulo 
‘el mismo dia por la secretaria de relaciones, y se | 
‘ publico en bando de 16.”) 

In Eneuisn: “ Day 15.—Decree of the Govern- 
“ment in virlue of extraordinary powers. 

<: Abolition of slavery in the republic.—1©, Slavery |! 
os i : A i S ti 

is abolished in the republic. 20, Consequently |) 


i 
| 
{ 


** Abolicion de la esclavitud en la repiblica.—l°. |; 


‘Son por consiguiente libres los que hasta hoy se |; 


year 1831) the General Congress occupied itself 
with reviewing all the acts of the President Guer- 
rera in virtue of the extraordinary powers con- 
ferred upon Wm, and on the 15th of Febraary of 
that year Passed a law in relation to them. ‘This 
law classified the whole of these acts, annulled 
someglasses, confirmed others, and reserved some 
for t uture revision of the General ‘Congress. 
This latter class appears to have comprehended 
the decree of the 15ih September, 1829, in rela- 
tion to the abolition of slavery, and was in these 
words; 

«9. Todas las leyes, decretos, reglamentos, or- 
t denes y providencias que en virtud de las citadas 
‘t facultades extraordinarias expidió el gobierno, y 
t son del resorte del poder legislativo, se sujetan 4 
‘la calificacion del Congreso General, quedando 


| ‘desde ahora sin valor, hasta su revision por las 


| t camaras.” —p. 38. 

In English: “9. All the laws, decrees, regula- 
‘ tions, orders, and instructions issued by the Gov- 
‘ernment in virtue of its extraordinary powers, 
‘and which are of legislative cognizance, will be 
‘subject to the qualification of the General Con- 
‘gress, remaining from this time without force 
‘until their revision by the chambers.” 

This act is cautiously drawn. it does not an- 
nul the decree of the 15th of September; it does 
not confirm it; it admits its validity up to that time, 
but suspends it until the General Congress should 
act upon it. This action took place—took place 
in April, 1837—and | will now read the act which 
was then passed. It is in the same authentic col- 
lection of the laws of Mexico—Arrillaga’s collec- 
tion—from which I have already read, and is 
volume thirteenth of that collection. At page 
270 of this volume, under date of April 5th, 1887, 
we find this act of the General Congress: 

“Dia 5.— Queda abolida la esclavitud en la repub- 
lica sin excepcion alguna. 

“1o, Queda abolida, sin excepcion alguna, la 
‘esclavitud en toda la republica. 2°. Los dueños 
‘de esclavos manumitidos por la presente ley, 6 
| ‘por el decreto de 18 de Setiembre de 1829, (Re- 
‘copilacion de ese mes, p. 213,) seran indemnizados 
‘ del interes de cllos, estimandose este por la califi- 
‘cacion que se haga de sus calidades personales; a 
‘cuyo efecto se nombraré un perito por el comi- 
‘sario. general, 6 quien haga sus veces, y otro por 
| í el dueño; y en caso de discordia un tercero, que 
‘nombrara el alcalde constitucional respectivo, sin 
‘que pueda interponerse recurso alguno de esta 
‘ determinacion. La indemnizacion de que habla 
| ‘este articulo, no tendra lugar respecto de los co- 

‘lonos de Texas que hayan tomado parte en la 
‘ revolucion de aquel departamiento.”” (Se circulo 
‘en el mismo dia por el ministerio del interior y se 
< publicõ en bando de 7.) 

In Encuisu: “Day 5.—Slavery is abolished in 
the Republic, without any exception. 

“ł. Slavery is abolished, without any excep- 
‘tion, in the whole Republic. 2. The masters of 
‘slaves manumitted by the present law, or by the 
‘decree of the 15th of September, 1829, (Recopi- 
‘lacion of that month, p. 213,) shall be indernni- 
| ‘fied for their value, (del interes de ellos,) accord- 
: ing to the estimate which shall be made of their 
‘personal qualities; to which effect there shall be 
‘named a competent person (un perito) by the 
‘commissary general, or whoever occupies his 
‘place, and another by the master; and incase of 
‘disagreement a third, who shall be named by the 
' ‘respective constitutional alcalde, without any 
‘recourse from this determination. The indem- 
‘nification of which this article speaks, shall not 
‘have operation with respect to those colonists of 
‘ Texas, who may have taken part in the revolu- 
‘tion of that department. (Circulated the same day 
‘by the Minister of the Interior, and published in 
‘ proclamation of the Tth.)’? 


‘t those are free who until now have been considered | 


‘as slaves. 3°, When the circumstances of the || 
t treasury permit it, the owners of slaves shall be |: 
‘indemnified in the manner prescribed by the | 
‘laws, (Circulated the same day from the Depart- || 
‘ment of Relations, and published in the proclamation i! 
‘ of the 16th.’’) f 


‘This is the decree of Guerrera, the validity of |) 
which has been disputed, and not without reason, || 
if nothing further had been done. It was a decree, 
and not a law; and a decree upon a legislative sub- 
ject. It was an executive decree upon a matter of |: 
legislation, and its validity was questioned at the | 
time. Two years afterwards (ihat is to say, in the j: 


This act of the General Congress is a full con- 
firmation of the Presidential decree of September, 
1829, and that without reference to the meaning of 
the verb ** queda,” twice used, and which signifies 
literally <* remains.” The literal translation would 
be, “ slavery remains abolished,” &c., which would 
imply that it had been abolished before. { wans- 
late it idiomatically, and as equivalent to ‘is;’? 
but consider it of no importance here, as the law 


‘expressly confirms the abolition decree of Guer- 


rera. 

Thus far we have a decree, disputed, abolishing 
slavery in Mexico, and a law, not disputable, con~ 
firming that decree; and here Í might stop; but 
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the case requires me to go on, and I produce other 
Jaw, and still higher than that which I have quoted. 
I allude to the constitution of the Republic of 
Mexico of the year 1843. I have a copy of the 
Mexican constitution of that year—an authentic 
copy—printed under the license which the law re- 
quires. For, to avoid errors in the editions of that 
fundamental law, it is forbid, by law, to be re- 
printed except by the permission of the Supreme 
Government or of the General Congress. This 
copy was printed in the city of Mexico the 12th 
day of June, 1843—the day of the signature and 
promulgation of the constitution—and bears its 
authorization upon its title page. I consider it 
authentic, and produce itas such; and in article 9, 
title 2, of this constitution, and under the head 

which treats of the rights of the inhabitants of the 
Republic, and at the head of the enumeration of 
those rights, stands this declaration: : 

‘© 1, Ninguno es esclavo en el territorio de la 
‘nacion, y el que se introduzca se considerara en 
‘la clase de libre, quedando bajo la proteccion de 
‘lasleyes.’’ ; 

In English: “ 1. No one is slave in the territory 
tof the nation, and any introducted shall be con- 
t sidered free, and shali be under the protection of 
‘the laws.” 

This is the declaration of the constitution of 
Mexico, and applies both to thé present and the 
future. It declares that there are no slaves in the 
lerritory of the nation, and if any are brought in 
they shall be free. This is surely enough—enough 
to satisfy all minds, that slavery has been abol- 
ished in Mexico, and that there is not the least 
ground for fearing, or hoping, that it can ever exist 
in California or New Mexico by virtue of Mexi- 
can law. Itis enough, I think; but I have more 
authority yet, and will produce it, though a work 
of supererogation. For this is a case to multiply 
authorities until doubt is extinguished—to heap 
up and pile up—to put Pelion upon Ossa—unul 
all beneath is crushed into atoms and expunged 
from view. Behold this formidable quarto ! [hold- 
ing upa large book.] It is a Spanish law dic- 
tionary, printed in Madrid, reprinted in Mexico, 
gone through several editions in each country, and 
authority in both. It is the law dictionary of 
Escriche, in Spain, and of San Miguel, in Mexico; 
and here is one, and there is the other. The 
Spanish edition is full upon the subject of slaves 
and slavery: the Mexican reprint of the same 
work (1887) omits the definitions, and says, under 
the head ‘ esclavitud,”’ it is not necessary to oe- 
cupy a couple of columns with slavery and the 
slave trade—that the trade was abolished by 
treaty with Great Britain, and slavery itself by 
the laws of the republic—and then speaks of 
Guerrera’s decree of 1829, and of the confirmatory 
act of 1837, in these words: 

“EL decreto de 15 de Setiembre de 1829, did 
‘libertad 4 los esclavos que ya existen en la re- 
‘piiblica, bajo indemnizacion à sus duenos 6 
t poseedores para que no apareciese atacada la 
‘propiedad: y últimamente en Abril de 1837, se ha 
‘ publicada nueva ley sobre abolicion de la escla- 
tyitud.”? > 

In English: ‘* The decree of the 15th of Septem- 
‘ber, 1829, gave liberty to the slaves then in the 
‘republic, with indemnity to their owners or pos- 
‘seskors, that property might not seem to be at- 
‘tacked: and finaily, in April, 1837, a new law 
‘had been published on the abolition of s avery.” 

This is the historical account of the abolition of 
slavery in Mexico. The reprint was in the year 
1837, and therefore could not mention the consti- 
tutional declaration of 1843. The law dictionary 
of Escriche, and its reprint with notes and additions 
by Sen Miguel, to adapt it to the Mexican juris- 
prudence, are of as high authority in Spain, and in 
the American States of Spanish origin, as the law 
dictionary of Jacob is with us. , 

I quote no more upon this head. — I think every 
one must see that slavery was abolished through- 
out the Mexican territory before the cession of 
California and New Mexico to the United States, 
and that slavery cannot exist there now by virtue 
of Mexican law. This is as faras I propose to go 
upon that point at present. I limit myself to 
showing its abolishment, by Mexican law, before 
we acquired the countries; and that is enough, in 
my opinion, to show the Wilmot proviso, in, rela- 
tion to these countries, to be a thing of nothing— 
an empty provision—a cloud without rain—unless 
it be a rain of blood. 


| ‘majson ne s’y fait avec des esclaves. 


But there is another view of this point which I 
mean to touch, and that is, to show that African 
slavery never did exist in Mexico in the form that 
it now exists In any State of this Union; that there 
were differences in the Mexican law while it ex- 
isted, and that to such a degree that it nearly pre- 
vented slavery in Mexico; and that, if that law 
was now in full forcein New Mexico and Califor- 
nia, not a single slaveholder in any State of this 
Union would carry a slave there except to set him 
free. These differences went to the facilities and 
the rights of manumission, and arose from the op- 
posite policy of the two countries; in the United 
States to discourage emancipation, in Mexico to 
promote it. To show these differences I will read 
from Humboldt’s essay on New Spain, and from 
the law dictionary of Escriche. I use Humboldt 
first, ard read from the Paris, quarto edition, of 
1808: 7 

“ Mailleurs, les esclaves, qui heureusement se 
* trouvent en trës-petit nombre au Mexique, y sont, 
t comme dans toutes les possessions espagnoles, 
t un peu plus protégé par les lois que les négres qui 
‘ habitent les colonies des autres nations euro- 
t pêenes. Ces lois sont toujours interprětčes en 
* faveur de la liberté. Le Gouvernement désire voir 
‘t augmenter le nombre des affranchis. Un esclave 
£ qui par son industrie, s’est procuré quelque argent, 
‘peut forcer son maitre de Paifranchir en lui 
‘ payant la somme modique de 1,500 ou 2,000 livres. 
‘La liberté ne sauroit être refusée au négre sous 
‘ prétexte qu’il a couté le triple en Pache.ant, ou 
t qu’il possède un talent particulicr pour exercer 
“un métier lucratif. Un esclave qui a été cruelle- 
t ment maltraité, acquiert par la même son aifiran- 
‘chisement d’après Ja loi, si toutesfois le juge 
t embrasse la cause de Popprimë. On concoit que 
“cette loi bienfaisante doit être bien souvent ëludée. 
‘ J’ai vu cependant à Mexique même, au mois de 
‘juillet, 1803, Pexample de deux négresses à qui 
‘Je magistrat qui fait les fonctions d’alcalde de corie, 
‘donna la liberté, parceque leur maîtresse, une 
© dame native des iles, les avoit couvertes de bles- 
t seures faites avec des ciseaux, des épingles ct des 
‘ canifs.’’--Page 133-4. 

“ Le royaume de Ja Nouvelle Espagne est, de 
“toutes les colonies des Européens sous la zone 
t torride, celle dans la quelle il y a le moins de 
‘négres. On peut presque dire qu’il n’y a point 
‘dWesclaves. On parcourt toute la ville de Mexico 
‘sans trouver un visage noir. Le service d’aucune 
Sous ce 
‘point de vue surtout, le Mexique offre un con- 
‘traste bien grand avec la Havane, avec Lima et 
* Caraccas. "—Page 130. 

In English: ‘4 Moreover, the slaves, who hap- 
‘ pily find themselves in very small number in 
‘ Mexico, are there, as in all the Spanish posses- 
“gions, a little more protected by the laws than” 
“the negroes who inhabit the colonies of other 
‘European nations. The laws are always inter- 
“preted in favor of liberty. The Government de- 
‘sires to see the number of enfranchised augment- 
‘ed. A slave who, by his industry, may have 
* procured money, can compel his master to en- 
«franchise him by paying him the moderate sum 
“of 1,500 or 2,000 livres.* Liberty cannot be re- 
‘refused a negro under the pretext that he cost the | 
“triple in purchasing him, or that he possesses a 
‘ special talent for exercising a lucrative trade. A 


t slave who has been cruelly maltreated acquires || 
| ‘consent of his guardian, to his child had by a 


‘thereby his enfranchisement according to the 
‘law, provided always the judge embraces the 


Esclavitud: : : ; 

“ El señor. hace suyo todo cuanto ganan y 
‘adquieren por cualquier titulo sus esclavos; y si 
‘los pusiere al frente de tienda, nave ū otro cual- 
t quiera establecimiento, queta obligado 4 guardat 
‘y cumplir los contratos que hicieren, como.si él 
‘mismo hubiese intervenido en. ellos,”’—Ley Ty 
lit. 21, Part. 4 

‘Et seor que fuere mayor de catorce años 
‘ puede dar libertad 4 su esclavo en testamento, y 
‘el que fuere mayor de veinte puede darsela en 
t instrumento, 6 ante el juez, 6 bien ante amigos, 
‘con asistencia de cinco testigos; mas el minor 
‘de veinte.y mayor de diez y siete puede darla 
‘ante el juez con otorgamiento de su curador, & 
‘su hijo habido en esclava, & su padre, madre, 
“hermano y maestro, 4 su nodriga, ã la persona 
t que le -hubiere criado, ã la que hubiese criado el 
‘mismo, y ā su hermano de leche, al siervo que le 
‘ hubiese librado de muerte 6 de deshonra, al que 
t quisiere hacer administrador extrajudicial de sus 
t cosas siendo de diez y siete años, y a la esclava 
‘con quien tratare de casarse. ”—Ley l, tit. 22, 
Part. 4. PAs 

“Si dos 6 mas señores tuvieren yn esclavo, 
t puede libertarlo cualquiera de ellos, dando 4 los 
‘otros el justo precio de la parte que & cada uno 
‘correspondiente; y aun puede comprarlo un ter- 
‘cero con objeto de darle libertad.” —Ley 2, tit. 
22, Part 4. 

“« Merece la libertad el esclavo en los cuatro 
“casos siguientes: 10, Si delatase al raptor 6 forza- 
“dor de muger virgen: 2, Si descubriese al que 
‘hace moneda falsa: 30. Si descubriese al gefe. 
‘militar que abandonő su puesto: 4°. Si acusare, 
‘al homicida de su señor, 6 vengare su muerte, 6 
< descubriere traicion contra al rey. 6 el reino. En 
‘los tres primeros casos debe el rey dar el precio 
‘de esclavo 4 su duewio.’’—Ley 3, tit. 22, Part. 4. 

“Si el dueño prostituyere ptiblicamente 4 su 
‘esclava, queda esta libre por el mismo hecho, y 
‘ no puede aquel recobrar ni tener derecho alguno 
‘sobre ella.’ —Ley 4, lit. 22, Part. 4. ` 

** Adquiere par fin libertad”el esclavo, por el ma- 
‘trimonio que contrajere con persona libre, 6 por 
“las ordenes sagradas que recibiere, con noticia y 
| f consentimiento de su señor; como tambien por da 
| € prescripcion, cuando con buena fé se tratare como 
‘libre por diez años en la tierra donde mọra su 
t señor 6 por veinte en otra, 6 sin buena. fé por, es“ 
‘ pacio de treinta.” —Leyes 5, 6, and7, til. 22, Part. 4. 

In English: “The master makes:his.own whats 
i tever his. slaves gain and acquire, by whatever 
‘tile; and if he puts them at the head of a shop, 
‘stall, or other establishment whatsoever, he shall 
‘be obliged to attend to and fulfill all contracts 
“they may make, as if himself had entered. intq. 
t them. ”—Law 7, tit. 21, Part 4. 

“The master who may be above the age of 
‘fourteen years may liberate his slave by testa- 
‘ment; and he who may be above the age of 
‘twenty, may liberate him by instrument, or be- 
‘fore the judge, or even before friends, with the 
‘aid of five witnesses; moreover, the. minor of 
‘twenty and over sixteen, may give liberty, with 


| ‘slave woman, to his father, mother, brother, 


‘cause of the oppressed. One may conceive that | 
‘this beneficent law is often eluded. I saw, never- 


‘theless, in Mexico itself, in the month of July, | 
©1808, the example of two negresses to whom the | 
ii “death or from dishonor, to him whom he mayo 
ii «wish to make extrajudicial administrator of: his 
|| goods, being of seventeen years, and to the slave 


‘magistrate who exercised the functions of alcalde 
‘ of the court, gave their liberty, because their mis- 
t tress, a native woman of the islands, had covered 
‘them with wounds made with scissors, pins, and 
‘ knives.” — Page 133-4. 

“ The kingdom of New Spain is, of all the colo- 
‘nies of the Europeans under the torrid zone, that 
‘in which there are the fewest negroes; one may 


‘almost say that there are no slaves. One may go . 


‘tall over the city of Mexico without meeting a 
«black face. No house is there served with slaves. 
“Under this point of view, above all, Mexico 
« offers a great contrast with Havana, with Lima, 
‘and Caraccas.’’—Page 130. 

I will now read from Escriche, who, as a law 


* 2300 to $400. 


i eand teacher, or to his nurse, or to the person 
l 


l| < who shall have brought him up, or whom he 


; «shall have brought up, and to his foster-brother, 
itto the servant who may have saved him. from 


|, (woman with whom he may propose to marry.” 
| Law 1, tif. 22, Part 4. i 

j; “IE two or more masters havea.slave, either of 
‘them may liberate him, giving to the others the 
| «jast price which belongs to each; and even a third 
“party may purchase him for the purpose of set- 
«ting him free.” —Law 2, tit. 22, Part 4. 

«The slave shall deserve his liberty in the four 
‘following cases: 1. If he shall inform on the 
|s ravisher or forcer of a virgin woman; 2. If he 
' «discovers the maker of false money; 3. If he 
| «shall discover a military chief who.abandons his 
‘post; 4. If he shall inform on the murderer of 
this master, or shall avenge his death, or discover 
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“treason against th ! i i 
(three first: cases the king shall give the price of i 
‘the slave to his master "Law 3, lit. 22, Part. 4. || 

«Tf the master publicly prostitutes his slave | 
‘woman, she is thereby freed, and he cannot re- |) 
‘cover her, or have any right over her, ”™—Law 4, 
tit. 22, Part 4. i 


‘scription, when in good faith he shall be called | 
‘free man for ien. years in the country where his | 
‘master lives, or for twenty years in another, or | 
‘without good faith for the space of thirty.’— | 
Laws 5, 6, 7, tit, 22, Part 4. {i 

i conclude this exposition of Mexican law in | 
relation to slavery hy producing the definition of | 
that word in Spanish law. ` For this purpose I 
quote from the same law dictionary, Eseriche, | 
where we find it thus: “ Esclavitud: El estado de ; 
Sun hombre que es propriedad de otro contra el derecho || 
Snatural.? In English: “ Slavery: the condition 
* of a man who is the property of another against natu- 
“yal right? I quote this definition for the pur- |; 
pose ot showing that, under the laws of Spain, in |! 
force in Mexico, slavery was held to be against || 
natural right—therefore not derived from nature, } 
or divine law, but founded in municipal law, and į 
only existing by positive enactment—and, by con- || 
atequence, that no argument in favor of slavery in | 
New Mexico or California as an institution of | 
divine origin, or of any origin in any place, inde- 
pendent of positive law, can derive any counte- 
nance from Spanish law. Further than this | do 
not go at present. Í limit myself to the three 
points, which, L believe, I have established: first, 
that slavery was abolished in California and New i! 
Mexico before we acquired those countries; sec- || 
ondly, that, even if not abolished, no person would | 
carry a slave to these countries to be held under |! 
such law; third/y, that no slavery can hereafter i: 
exist in either of those countries, except by virtue | 
of positive law, yet to be passed. The practical || 
application which I make of this exposition of | 
Juw.is, that the proviso of which we have heard | 
so much is of no force whatever—unnecessary in | 
any point of view—and of no more effect, if j 
passed, than a piece af blank paper pasted on the | 
statute book, 

Mr. RUSK then addressed the Senate for an | 
hour, mainly on the subject of the boundary of 
Texas, and then gave way for a motion to adjourn; | 
and the Senate adjourned. 


» 


| 
tand consent of his master; as likewise hy pre- | 
| 
i 
i 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, | 
Tuourspay, February 28, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 
SOUTH CAROLINA VOLUNTEERS. 


Mr. BURT said thet he believed the State of 
South Carolina had not offered ei her a bill or a 


i ber of the committee, 
; circumference. 


resolution during the present session. He held in i 
his hand a resolution relating to the claim of that ! 
State aguinst the United States for money paid to 
her volunteers who served in the Fiorida war | 
under an act of Congress, Jt was a mere reso- 
lution of inquiry. He asked that it might be 
adopted, that the subject might be referred to the 
appropriate committee, 

The SPEAKER said, if no objection was 
made, the resolution would be read for informa- 
tion. ? 

The resolution was read and adopted, as follows: 


Resstre!, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
strueted to ingutre into the justice and propriety of refund- 


lug to the Niate of South Carolina the money paid by that 

State lo ber troops who served in the Florida war, and that | 

they report by bill or otherwise. i 
CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. PRESTON KING rose to inquire of the 
Speaker, whether the bill introduced into the 
Committee of the Whole on tke state of the: 
Union, by the gentleman from Wisconsin, [Mr. 
Dory,] for the admission of the State of California |; 
into the Union, had been ordered to be printed? , 

The SPEAKER said, the bill had not been or- 
dered to be printed. ; 

Mr. KING. Then I move thatit be printed. | 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, expressed the 
hope that the accompanying amendment would | 
also be ordered to be printed. : 

The SPEAKER said, if there was no objection |; 


i? made [am in favor of its adoption. 
4 be forgotten, that when this resolution was reported 
' by the Committee on Naval Affairs, another was 
; also reported directing the Secretary of the Nav 

;, to enter into contract with George W. Billings for 


e king or the kingdom. In the lI the pin and amendment would be ordered to be 
printe . t 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, desired to 


‘be informed whether this bili in any shape or 
| form was hefore the committee? 


The SPEAKER said, the bill and amendment 
were in Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, and, by unanimous consent, they could 
be ordered:to be printed for the use of the House. 
If no objection was made the order would be 

iver, 

“Mr. THOMPSON said, he would not make the 
point about it, but it was an unusual course of pro- 
ceeding. 

The bill and amendment were then ordered to 
be printed. 


a 


AMERICAN HEMP. 


Mr. GERRY, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, (by consent,) submitted the views of the 
minority of that committee upon the memorial of 
Geurge M. Billings; which was laid on the table 
and ordered to be printed, with the report of said 
committee. 

The SPEAKER said that the business first in 
order during the morning hour, was the joint res- 
olution heretofore reported from the Committee on 


| Naval Affairs, and the amendment thereto, in rela- 


tion to the purchase of water-rotted hemp for the 
use of the navy; and the pending question was on 
the motion to refer the same to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. GERRY said it would be seen by the read- 
ing of the amendment he proposed yesterday, that 
he had used the word diameter. He had incor- 
rectly used that word at the suggestion of a mem- 
The correct word was 
He therefore wished the word 
circumference to be substituted for the word di- 
ameter. 

The SPEAKER said the correction would be 
made. 


THE PATENT OFFICE. 


Mr. WHITE said that he had had in his pos- 
session for several dayè an application to the 
House for an investigation into the contracts for 
building the Patent Office. He asked leave, in 
connection with the subject, to offer a resolution 
of reference. 

Mr. WALLACE insisted on the regular order 
of business. 

And the House passed thereto. 


AMERICAN HEMP. 
The SPEAKER said that he had already an- 


nounced the regular order of business. 
Mr. STRONG said that he believed the motion 


! to refer the bill and amendment to the Committee 


of the Whole on the state of the Union was de- 
batable. 

The SPEAKER said it was debatable to a 
limited extent. The debate must be confined to 
the question of reference. 

Mr. STRONG was about to proceed with his 


i remarks, but yielded to 


Mr. BOWLILN, who inquired of the Speaker 
whether the amendment had been agreed to? 

The SPEAKER. The amendment has been 
offered only, not adopted. The question is on 
the motion to refer to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union; and until that question 
has been decided, the House cannot act on the bill 
or ôn the amendment. # 

Mr. STRONG then proceeded with his remarks: 

He said: | regret that the motion to refer this 
resolution to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union prevents me from a full discus- 
sion of its merits. But as the motion has been 
Tt must not 


ithe purchase of American water-rotted hemp. 
! This last resolution was referred to the Committee 


of the Whole, and now we are asked to pass this, 
which is utterly inconsistent with the one already 


i referred. For, if the Secretary of the Navy is di- 


rected to purchase in open market wherever he 
may please, all the hemp needed, then none will 


i remain to be furnished by Mr. Billings, if a con- 


tract should be awarded to him. The House 
should know the facts connected with this transac- 
tion. In 1848 joint resolution was passed, author- | 


izing the Navy Department to contract for all the 
American water-rotted hemp needed for the navy 
for a period of five years, at a price not exceeding 
two hundred and forty-one dollars per ton, which 
was the average price before that time paid for for- 
eign hemp. Under this resolution the Secretary 
of the Navy advertised for proposals. In answer 
to these proposals various bids were made in ac- 
cordance with the terms of the advertisement, the 
bidders graduating the prices asked during the five 
years. They demanded a ceriain sum for the 
hemp needed during the first year, a less sum 
for the hemp needed the second year, and so on, 
reducing the price from year to year during the 
entire period. George W. Billings was the low- 
est bidder, and, therefore, in accordance with 
every principle of law, of justice, and of good 
faith, was entitled to the contract. Instead, how- 
ever, of awarding it to him, the Secretary of the 
Navy submitted the case to the Attorney General, 
and that officer returned an opinion, now on file 
among the records of the Government, that the 
bid of Mr. Billings was illegal, because the prices 
asked during the different years were graduated 
and the bidder had not calculated the average—a 
most extraordinary opinion to come from the chief 
law-officer of the Government. Sir, there is not a 
gentleman in this House, whether he be a lawyer 
or not, who would not utterly repudiate such an 
opinion. The bid is not a good one, argues the 
Attorney General, because it imposes upon the 
Navy Department the necessity of calculating what 
the average price would be during the five years— 
a calculation which should have been made by the 
bidder. In other words, and in plain English, if a 
man bid at public sale twice twenty dollars for a 
horse, the bid is illegal, because it imposes upon 
the seller the Inbor of multiplying twenty by two. 
Relying upon this opinion, the Secretary of the 
Navy refused to award the contract to Mr. Billings, 
and the subject was brought before this House, 
The Committee upon Naval Affairs, to which it 
was referred, was, as I understand, unanimously of 
opinion that the position of the Attorney General 
was untenable, that Mr. Billings was entitled to the 
contract, and that in good faith it should have been 
awarded to him. They, therefore, reported a res- 
olution directing the Secretary of the Navy so to 
award it. At the same time they report the resolu- 
tion now beforeus. The first has been referred to the 
Committee of the Whole, and this should take the 
same direction. It is obvious that both should be 
considered and acted upon together, and as the one 
has been referred the other should havea like refer- 
ence. Sir, { am not interested, nor are my con» 
stituents, directly in these hemp purchases; but we 
are interested in requiring that the Government 
should observe good faith towards all those who 
have dealings with it. Good faith most’ undenia-~ 
bly requires that the proposal made by Mr. Bil- 
lings should be accepted, and that the contract 
should be awarded to him. To refuse it on the 
authority of such an opinion as the one of which I 
have spoken, would be bad faith. ‘To evade it by 
the passage of this resolution directing the Secre- 
tary of the Navy to purchase ail the hemp needed 
from whomsoever he may choose, would be an un- 
worthy subterfuge. I trust, therefore, that the res- 
olution will be referred, and that we shall not, by 
its passage, render the Government justly obnox- 
ious to the charge of having violated tbat faith 
which is due to every citizen with whom it may 
have business transactions. 

Mr. MOREHEAD desired to make a short ex- 
planation before the vote was taken on the motion 
to refer the resolution under consideration to the 
Committee of the Whole. He feared it would be 
tantamount to its defeat. Its effect, at all events, 
would be, for the present at least, to take out of 
the hands of the producers of western hemp, the 
privilege which it is conceded they ought to have, 
of furnishing the Government w.th all it may 
need. The resolution proposes but a slight change 


j in the existing law on this subject. That change 


is in giving to the Secretary of the Navy the right 
to purchase the hemp; the Government may re- 
quire an open market, and to confine him in bis 
purchases to American hemp alone under certain 
restrictions. No other change whatever is pro- 
posed. A proposition so reasonable, he had 
hoped would be permitted to be passed without 
further reference. It had been maturely consid- 
ered by the Committee on Naval Affairs, and they 
had recommended that it should be put on its pas- 
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sage. 
posed, and the-argument used in favor of the ref- 
erence, that a Mr. Billings had been wronged by 
the refusal of the Navy Department to give him 
a-contract for the’ supply of this hemp. He did 
not see how the subjects connected themselves; 
but he felt certain that whenever it was under- 
stood, there ‘could be no difficulty about it. He 
understood ‘that Mr. Billings had heretofore en- 
tered into a contract with the Navy Department, 
for the delivery of three hundred and thirty tons 
of American water-rotted hemp, not one pound of 
which had he yet delivered. 

Mr. WHITE (Mr. M. yielding the floor for 
that purpose) begged to state that he had under- 
stood that the contract was entered into in the 
month of October, and that he had fifty tons ready 
to deliver, which would not be received. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he understood this 
matter, as far he could learn it from official 
sources, that the contract was not entered into in 
the month of October, but that it bore date on the 
29th of August; and he repeated that he had 
never complied in any particular with that con- 
tract, or offered to do so. 

Mr. STRONG said he desired to say that he 
had no personal knowledge on this subject. His 
argument was founded on the information before 
him, respecting the authenticity of which he could 
not give an opinion. lt had been stated that Bil- 
lings had contracted with the Department for the 
delivery of three hundred and thirty tons of hemp, 
and that he could not obtain the article to fulfill his 
contract. It was. a fact that Billings had offered 
for a contract to supply six hundred and sixty 
tons pf hemp, for the use of the Navy Depart- 
ment, But the contract was not given to him. 
The quantity of three hundred and thirty tons 
was awarded to an individual who acted as agent 

‘for Mr. Billings, and’this agent accepted the con- 
tract without the authority of Mr. Billings. Sub- 
sequently Mr. Billings refused to ratify this con- 
tract with his agent, and declined to furnish the 

_ hemp, and this refusal he grounded on the fact, 
that the offer was not the one which he had made, 

“and that the agent bad no authority to make it. 
He had been informed that these were the facts of 
the case. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, explained that 
the Committee on Naval Affairs had had nothing be- 
fore them in reference to any former contracts, but 
merely the facts in relation to that case on which 
they had reported. Itwas only the ‘recent bid- 
dings to which the attention of-the committee 
had been directed. As to the opinion given by 
the Attorney General, it was the unanimous 
opinion of the committee that it could no be sus- 
tained. And he would say that he thought the 
unanimous decision of the Naval Committee, was 
at least worthy to stand, side by side, with the 
opinion of the Attorney General. : 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, begged his col- 
league to permit him to ask the gentleman from 
Tennessee a question. He wished to know, if 
when the Committee of Naval Affairs had under 
consideration the petition of Mr. Billings, they 
did not have before them the report of the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, in which he refers to the con- 
tract made with Mr. Billings, and shows that the 
contract was made on the 29th August, 1846, to 
continue for the term of three years, and that- 
neither year did Mr. Billings furnish a single 
pound. By reference to that report, the gentleman 
from Tennessee will perceive, that the contract 
was rezatded in full force and validity. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said, that he would not un- 
dertake to reconcile the explanations given by the 
two gentlemen—one from New York and the other 
from Pennsylvania. The one admitted the con- 
tract, and says that it was made in* October, and 
that Mr. Billings had so far recognized it as to 
offer to deliver 50 tons under it; and the other ex- 
tenuated his conduct by his disavowal of the entire 
contract. Sir, (said Mr. M.,)tbe contract was made 
—was a valid contract, in bis judgment; and it was 
violated. During the period of its existence the 
Government had to go into open market and pur- 
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He was sorry to hear theobjection inter- 


i 


| mittee of the Whole House ought to prevail. 


chase foreign hemp as high as $315 or $320 per 
ton. This was not the only. instance of the viola- 
tion of hemp contracts. The American hemp com- 


pany failed in its contract to the extent of 429 tons, : 


which it had contracted to deliver. Mr. Cox failed 
to the extent of 250 tons; and Geneyal Pillow to 
the extent of 90 tons. Itis due to the Jatter gen- 
tleman, however, to state that he was released in 
consequence of being sent to Mexico. 

From this it will appear that, under the contract 
system, 1,099 tons of American water-rotted hemp 
contracted to be delivered to the Navy Depart- 
ment, never was. delivered. This amount the 
western country had a right to expect that it would 
furnish. The contracts were made with gentle- 
men from New York chiefly. The people of the 


| West knew nothing of them—no_ inducements 


were held out to them to prepare the article for 
market, and in that state of the case the contractors 
would apply to the Department to be relieved on 
the ground that American hemp could not be pro- 
cured, It could be readily perceived how very 
injurious this was to the great interest he (Mr. M.) 
was endeavoring, to some extent, to protect. But 
it was suid the Naval Committee had examined 
the opinion of the Attorney General deciding 
against the bid of Mr. Billings, and that the com- 
mittee disagreed with him. He asked if Congress 
should in this mode undertake to investigate the 
correctness of the opinion of the: first law-officer 
of the Government, look at all the points involved 
and the authorities bearing upon them, and over- 
rule a decision which they might believe to be tr- 
roneous? He protested against going into matters 
of this kind. It was wisely and properly left to 
the department having control of those matters. 
The whole time of Congress would be taken up 
with the investigations of the claims of those bid- 
ding for contracts, if we undertake to exercise a 
supervisory control over them. 

He had not examined the opinion of the Attor- 
ney General, deeming it unimportant to do so; but 
from his justly deserved reputation as an eminent 
jurist, he believed that his opinion on strict exam- 
ination would be found correct. But he did not 
place the matter alone on’ this ground. Mr. Bil- 
lings, if he was correctly informed, was a defaulter, 
onan existing contract—and, besides that, the Sec- 
retary of the Navy had expressly reserved: the 
power to refuse even the lowest bid, inorder to 
prevent monopoly. : 

Mr.. WHITE, in explanation, (Mr. M. yielding 
the floor,) was understood to say, that the case re- 
ferred to was under the cognizance of the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. He had never affirmed 
nor denied the facts which the gentleman from 
Kentucky had stated. 

Mr. MOREHEAD resumed. He was surt that 
there was no disposition on the part of the gentle- 
men of the Naval Committee to do injustice to the 
West, and he believed that when all the facts about 
this matter were thoroughly investigated and un- 
derstood, there would be but little difference of 
opinion about it. Finally, he observed that if the 
House intended to do anything in this matter, the 
resolution ought not to be referred to the Commit- | 


| tee of the Whole, to be buried in a mass of busi- 


ness until the close of the session. Ee hoped / 
that a single individual would not be allowed to | 
step between the Government and the interests of | 
a great section of the country. Let us do what-is 

right, both with reference to the hemp-growing re- 

gion and then to Mr. Billings, whenever his case 

shall come up. 

Mr. GERRY said he desired to offer some obser- 
vations in explanation of the subject-matter now 
before the House, and give a few of the reasons 
why he thought the motion to refer to the Gom 

n 
the first place, (continued Mr. G.,) I will remark 
that the action of the majority of the Committee 
on Naval Affairs, according to my understanding, 
was the result of the impression that their action 
would be a compromise of the questions in con- 
troversy satisfactory to all parties, and I am sur- 
prised at the course taken by the gentleman from 


| Kentucky, [Mr. Morruran.] 


X 


The committee were unanimous-in the ‘opinion, 
so far as I understand, that the contract which: has- 
been withheld from Mr. Billings by the Secretary 
of the Navy should of right have been awarded to 
him upon law and in justice.. They were of the 
opinion that the reasons given for withholding the | 
contract were insufficient, But a majority of the 
committee, anticipating opposition to instructing 
the Secretary to fulfill his contract with Mr. Bil- 
lings in good faith, and to quietly dispose of the 
whole matter, concluded to divide the contract, 
and give one half of it to.Mr. Billings and leave 
the Secretary to make purchases forthe other half 
as proposed by the resolutions now before the 
House. But a minority of the commitee would 
not give their consent to this division of the -con- 
tract. They regarded the contract as belonging to 
Mr. Billings as a matter of right, and would not 
consent to waive his right although’a groundless 
opposition might be urged against it. And: in 
pursuance of this opinion. they have ‘laid. upon. 
your table a minority report. Butit appearsithat™ 
the report of the majority.of the committee is un- 
satisfactory to the gentleman from Kentucky. | If 
otherwise, why this opposition to allow ` these 
resolutions to go to the Committee of the Whole 
House? The report and resolutions now before 
the House, and the reports and resolutions on the 
memorial of Mr. Billings, should all be considered 
together. In my judgment, the reports and reso- 
lutions on the memorial of Mr. Billings, if- either 
are entitled to a preference, should receive the 
earliest action of this body. Pass these. resolu- 
tions, and we shall soon be told that there is no 
necessity or propriety in passing or considering 
either of the other two sets of resolutions;; for the 
Secretary of the Navy will have supplied the De- 
partment with all the hemp required before. we 
shall reach those resolutions already referred’ to 
the Committee of the Whole. Now, sir, | wish 
to call the attention of the House to the resolution 
of Congress passed in 1848, and in pursuance of 
which the Secretary advertised for proposals. 
The resolution is in these words: : 

“ That the Secretary of the Navy be, and he is’ hereby 
authorized, if in his opinion if will be advantagevus to the 
publie interest, to make contracts for any term eot-exceed~ 
ing five years for the purchase of American water-rot 
hemp for the use cf the United States Navy :' Provided, TIE : 
same can be had of equal quality with the best foreign hemp, 
and at a price not execeding the average price for such hemp, 
for the fast five years; the inspection and delivery to.be.at 
the place of purchase,” 5 

Now, sir, the Secretary, by virtue of the 
authority granted him in this resolution, adver- 
tised for proposals, and every man in the sannt - 
had an opportunity to throw in his-bid—Mr, Bil- 
lings, among others, did so. His bid, inmy judg- 
ment, entitled him to the contract.. He was the 
lowest bidder, and he conformed in every respect 
to the law and the conditions of the advertisement 
of the Secretary. Nothing but bad faith on the 
part of the Government can withhold the contract 
from him; and I submit to gentlemen of this 
House whether they are prepared to say that con- 
tracts made between the Government and its citi- 
zens may be executed and kept, or not, at the 
pleasure of any officer of this Government—while 
it holds the citizen bound rigidly to fuifill all con- 
tracts on his part. But the gentleman from Ken- : 
tncky says the Government. had had a previous 
contract with Mr. Billings, and that he failed ‘to 
fulfill it. Now (said Mr.G.) that-matier has been 
explained by the gendeman from Pennsylvania, 
[Mr. Srrone.} But if such. a contract had ex- 
isted as the gentleman from Kentacky [Mr. 
Moreneap} supposes, and: Mr: Billings has 
failed to fulfill it on his:part, the Government has 
its remedy against both’ Billings and his guar- 


antors, But not sowith Mr. Billings. He has 
no remedy against the Government, except Con- 
gress comes to his relief. . But, sir, I hold itis too 
late for the Secretary, or his friends, to object to 
giving the contract to Mr. Billings on the ground 
that-he had failed to fulfill a prior contract. No 

¢ the resolution of Congress 


exceptions are made in utio mg 
or the advertisement. All were invited to bid who 


would furnish the proper guarantors. Mr. Billings 
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furnished the sureties required, and I can see no 
good reason: why the contract should not be 
awarded to him. 
Mr. STANTON, of Ketitucky, said, if the peo- | 
z ple of: Kentucky, Tennessee, Hiinois, and Mis- | 
‘souri are to derive any advantage from this reso- 
Jution, itis of the utmost importance it should be 
passed, and passed. immediately. The -reasons | 
which make it important that it should not-be re- | 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole, and thus | 
lost amidst the: mass of business, or deferred to 
the latter part of the present session, are these: It 
iS now. the period when the people interested in 
the advantages to be derived from the resolution 
dré about to make their preparations for the cul- 
ture of: the article. If the resolution shall- be 
passed they will water-rot their hemp, otherwise 
they will pursue the usual course of dew-rotting 
ite“ They had an assurance from the Government 
that the hemp prepared, by water-rotting for the 
use of the navy.will be purchased. if of suitable 
quality, before they will incur the expense of pre- 
paring itin that way. This assurance the reso- 
lutions before us afford, and I trust it will not be 
sent to the Committee of the Whole, but immedi- 
ately disposed of. 
- But (said Mr. S.) what stands in the way 
of the passage of the resolution? Weare told 
by the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Srrone] 
that one George W. Billings is entitled to a 
contract to supply the whole amount of hemp 
the navy may.need for aseries of five years. The 
chairman of the Naval Committee [Mr. ‘STANTON, 
of Tennessee,] informs the House that the com- 
mittee have reported a bill, or resolution, directing 
the Secretary to contract with him for furnishing 
three hundred tons only each year, for the period of 
five years. Now, | understand that at least seven 
hundred tons are yequired each year for naval pur- 
poses, and you refuse to pass this resolution, 
which would give the farmers of Kentucky the 
advantage of supplying four hundred tons of this 
amount, because the measure of relief to Billings 
cannot be passed with it, that having gone to the 
Committee of the Whole. While I am decidedly 
in favor of keeping the faith of this Government 
with all persons who, have dealings with it, lde- 
mand that justice shall be done to the peoplesof 
the West. They have already suffered too much 
from the action of this Government in regard to 
this very matter of supplying the navy with hemp, 
and | would protect them from the monopolists of 
the North, and protect them now and without 
Belay. The two measures, the resolution reported 
by the committee instructing the Secretary to pur- 
chase American hemp, and the one directing him 
to contract with Mr. Billings, do not necessarily 
conflict.” Let the resolution now before us be 
passed, and passed now, and when the one in 
favor of Mr. Billings comes up, if I find, upon an 
investigation of the facts, that he is entitled to his 
contract, justly and rightfully, he shall have it if 
my vote will give it to him, for I will not‘do injus- į 
tice toany man. Butdo not refuse to pass this 
resolution, and deprive my constituents and others 
interested in the West, of the privilege of supply- 
ing that portion of hemp needed for the navy 
which may not be embraced in the contract of Mr. | 
Billings. 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, said it was true | 
that in this document the Secretary of the Navy, 
in giving a history of. the proceedings of the de- | 
‘partment as to the purchase of American hemp, | 
stated the fact that Mr. Billings furnished no hem | 
under his contract of 1846. But (continued Mr. 
S.) the particulars of this transaction were not be- 
fore the committee, and were not, therefore, the 
subject of its consideration. I certainly did not 


years were graduated. -The committee did not 
concur in the- opinion of this high officer; and I 
think I may venture to say, there is scarcely a | 
lawyer in this House who would. 3 

Further, Mr. Speaker, the committee were sat- 
isfied, notonly that Mr. Billings was able to com- 
ply with hiş proffered contract, but also, : that he 
had presented. undoubted security. Believing he 
was the lowest bidder, and his-bid-a legal one, the 
committee-could not see why the contract was not 
awarded to him. X 

For myself, Mr. Speaker, I have very little con- 
cern in the matter, except to secure the purchase 
of the western hemp, which, I am sure, is superior 
in strength to any foreign hemp. I care not who 
gets the contract, and am perfectly indifferent be- 
tween the friends of Mr. Billings, and the gentle- 
man from Kentucky. The Committee on Naval 
Affairs has expressed its judgment upon a matter 
referred to them, and it is for the House to do what 
it will. I desire, at all events, that the joint reso- 
lutions shall eventually pass, whatever may be the 
fate of that for the benefit of Mr. Billings. 

Mr. BOWLIN said. that be had taken the 
floor to endeavor to bring back the question to 
the legitimate proposition before the House— 
which was, not whether Mr. Billings had a legal 
claim to an exclusive monopoly of the hemp mar- 
ket for the navy, but whether the Secretary shall 
have authority to go into the open market, and 
buy through his agents directly of the farmer who 
produces the article, in such quantities as he can 
furnish. This was the question, and the sole 
question, for the Elouse to decide. Mr. Billings’s 
affairs had been most improperly lugged into this 
debate, with which it had nothing at all to do. 
It was proper to pass this resolution, no matter 
‘what the House might hereafter decide with re- 

vis sie R 

gard to giving Mr. Billings the monopoly of the 
hemp market for the navy, at the expense of the 
interest of the farmers of several of the western 
States. This departure from the question was 
taken by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
Srrone,] for what purpose or for what intent it 
was difficult for him to perceive, as this was a 
mere question of reference, 

Mr. STRONG interposed, (Mr. B. yielding the 
floor,) and said his reason was this: If this resolu- 
tion passed, it authorized the Secretary of the Navy 
to go into open market and purchase the hemp 
needed for the use of the navy. If this authority 
were given to the Secretary, they would then be 
told when the other resolution came up for con- 
sideration, that no hemp was needed, and that the 
4 contract ought not to be entered into. . 

Mr. B. (resuming) said that he had intend- 
ed to come to that subject, at another point of 
his remarks; but, as the gentleman had invited 
his attention to it, he would notice it now. The 
proposition then was, thatas Mr. Billings claimed 
a right toa monopoly of all the hemp to be fur- 
nished for the navy—for five years to come—all 
operations must cease until he was satisfied, or 
until the House disposed of his pretensions, and 
decided whether the interest of western farmers, 
in their great staple, were to be turned over to his 
speculative mercy. Now, the gentleman did not 
understand the proposition, or he did not want to 
understand it—for nothing proposed in this reso- 
lution, in the slightest degree interfered with Mr. 
Billings’s interest, even should the House finally 
decide, that the farmers of the west held their 
market at his sovereign wiil and pleasure. ‘That 
was a future question, and he utterly repudiated 
its being forced into this debate, to forstall that | 
immediate action which was required upon this | 
‘resolution. Ie would, he said, endeavor to put-| 
the question fairly to the gentleman from Penn- 


understand that the Secretary of the Navy had 
placed his refusal to contract with Mr. Billings on 
this ground; though such may possibly be the 
fact. The circumstance was adverted to, but it 
was said that Mr. Billings had a complete legal jus- 
tification for not fulfilling the contract of 1346. I 
know nothing of the merits of the matter. I will 
not deny that such a failure, under certain circum- 
stances, might authorize the Secretary to refuse a 
contract to the lowest bidder. 

The committee were called upon to determine | 
whether, under the late advertisement from the i 
Navy Department, Mr. Billings was entitled to į 
‘the contract.. The opinion of the Attorney Gen- | 
er was produced, pronouncing the bids illegal, i 
chiefly because the prices for the five successive | 


sylvania, [Mr. Srronc,] and to the-House. It 
was simply this; That, since hemp ‘had become 
a great staple with the farmers of the west, there 
had been a constant struggle, to introduce it into 
the use of the American Navy—where it proved 
equally good as the foreign article—and thus to | 
encourage, as far as that consumption would do | 
it, the farmer in that pursuit of industry. Agen- 
cies had been established at Louisville and St. |} 
Louis, to test and ‘purchase; yet, by. the interpo- 
sition of monopolizing contractors, these agencies | 
were perfect sineeares. They purchased no hemp 
from the farmer who produced it by his labor. | 
When they brought their ten, or twenty, or of] 
fifty bales, they were told. that there was no au- | 


thority to purchase—that Mr. B. had the contract | 


for furnishing all that was wanted—and they must 
make their ‘sales through him. That they were 
compelled to purchase only from A, and could 
receive nothing from B, C, D, E, F, &c., thereby 
subjecting the whole farming interest, as far as 
that staple and that market were concerned, to 
the arbitrary will of the contractor, They must 
sell to the Government contractor; and as he was 
the chief market, his will regulated prices. His 
dictum fixed the market, whilst he received the 
highest prices given for the article. 

Now, it was to change this system of outrageous 
monopoly, that the resolution was introduced, and 
not to interfere with the rights of any man, The 
Government had agencies immediately in the hemp 
growing region, and they wanted to compel the 
Secretary of the Navy to make his agents purchase 
from the farmer, no matter hew small a quantity 
he produced, that would bear the test, and give 
him the advantage of the higher price, given by 
the Government for the best article. They, wanted 
no intermediate pet between the farmer and the 
Government market, who reaped -as much benefit 
for a breath, a word, as the farmer did fora year 
of toil, and that too at the producer’s expense. 

Does the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
Srrone] now understand what is wanted on be- 
half of the hemp growers of the West? They 
wanted no advantage—all they wanted was the 
open market—or in other words, that their rights 
and interests should not be transferred to manopo- 
lists. What interest have they in the introduction 
of American hemp, if the same system of monop- 
oly should prevail with the domestic article, as 
had heretofore prevailed with the foreign produc- 
tion?- It would add nothing to the price in their 
hands. It would hold out no inducement for im- 
provement, in the culture of the article. 

- But the gentleman from Pennsylvania feared, 
that if we pass this resolution, and the Secretary 
of the Navy should try the experiment, it might 
afford an argument against giving an individual a 
five years’ monopoly of the whole market. And 
this is a reason introduced to intelligent statesmen, 
to induce them to put the hand of pressure upon 
the agricultural interest of half the States of the 


no patience with them. 

Mr. B. again expressed his regret that Mr. 
Billings and his private interest had been dragged 
into this case. It had nothing to do with it. Tf 
this resolution should pass, the present demands 
of the Navy would be supplied in an open market, 
until Mr. Billings’s pretensions to’ supply the 
whole demand for years were settled. His was 
an intricate matter, to be examined and decided 
upon full investigation and deliberation, and he did 
not wish to be forced to express an opinion about 
it; but he did not want this resolution to be staved 
off to accompany his claim to a five years’ monop- 
oly of the market. This resolution would only 
act until the other question was finally settled. 
Then, if this House, in their wisdom and patri- 
otism, should decide that the whole naval market 
should belong for five years to one man, and that 
the =western hemp-growers should be excluded 
from it, the Secretary had but one course to pur- 
sue, and stop purchasers in open market under 
this resolution. This was all—and he could not 
comprehend why certain gentlemen were so 
tenacious about this resolution. It could at best 
only act until this House, if such should be their 


| pleasure, should bind the Secretary of the Navy, 


by an iron rule, to deliver up the farmers of the 
West to monopolists in the hemp market. When 
they made their rule, the operation of the reso- 
lution ceased, of course. ‘Fhe Secretary of the 
Navy must give out the contract to furnish the 
whole, and he can, of course, purchase no more 
from the farmer who raises the article, but must 
purchase from the speculator, in obedience to the 
decision of this House. This was all. Our farmers 
wanted a chance in the market, in the intermediate 
time, before this House determined to render: hem 
a sacrifice to monopolists. Is this an unreasonable 
request? + 

Mr. B. was astonished at opposition. Did gen- 
tlemen propose that no hemp should be bought for 
the navy, until they had a chance of bringing the 
western farmers under the dominion of one man? 
If the Secretary was not allowed to buy Western 
hemp until Mr, Billings’s pretensions were settled, 
would he not buy foreign hemp? Was everything 


to stop until this House could force the Secretary 


West! Away with such reasons to him—he had - 
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to give Mr. Billings a monopoly-of the market? If 
this was the plan let it be openly avowed. 

Mr. B. here avowed himself to be the uncom- 
promising foe to monopoly of every kind. He was 
against it in every form. He never would con- 
sent to put the agricultural interests of this country 
ander the control of any scheme of monopolists, 
unless forced by a high legal obligation. They 
set up that Mr. Billings has a legal. right to this 
monopoly of the hemp market, and if he has, 
when the time comes for settling it, the country 
must submit, however ruinous the consequences, 
to western farmers. He would not himself, will- 
ingly, vote againsta legal right, though it should 
press hard upon his people. But he would frank- 
ly tell gentlemen that when they set up a legal 
right to despoil his constituents of their hard earned 
means, it must be so clear that there is no room 
left for doubt, or he should denounce it in the most 
unqualified terms, and resist it atevery step. Ifa 
legal right were set up to plunder his constituents, 
it should be clear and unequivocal. There must 
be no escape from its obligations. Then he would | 
yield to it, and only then. He did not wish to 
prejudge Mr. B.'s case, and hence his regret at its 
being thrust into this debate. He might even vote 
for it under the pressure of legal obligation. He 
did not want to argue it now ón a proposition to 
direct the Secretary of the Navy to purchase, in | 
open market, such American hemp as he might | 
need, until otherwise commanded by the House. 

But, sir, to come back to the question of the 
committal of this resolution, or jts immediate con- 
sideration, which its friends ardently desire. To 
commit it, is totally to destroy it. The House | 


had much better vote it down, and not hold out i 


any illusory hope of a market to the people now 
preparing their hemp, which will never come if 
this resolution is committed. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, here inter- 
posed, stating that the morning hour had expired, 
and, with permission of the gentleman, (who 
could finish his remarks to-morrow,) he would 
move, to take up the regular order of business. 

Mr. B. yielding for that purpose, the House 
went into Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. | 

CALIFORNIA. 


The House resolved itsclf into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Bovo 
in the Chair,) and resumed the consideration of 
the President’s message communicating the con- 
stitution of. California. 

Mr. CONRAD addressed the committee upon 
the slavery question. 

Mr. PARKER followed upon the same subject. 

[The remarks of beth gentlemen will be found 
in the Appendix. ] i 

Ín the course of his remarks, Mr. Parxenr gave 
way for purposes of explanation to 

Mr, BISSELL, who said: I expressly disaffirm 
all intention, in the remarks I submitted to this | 
committee’ on a former occasion, of casting any | 
imputation on the Mississippi regiment. Į could 
not have been so unjust to that regiment, or to 


i 


myself. My object solely was to remove an erro- | 
neous impression which had been created, as T| 
thought, unintentionally, of course, by the remarks | 
of the gentleman from Virginia, {Mr. Seppen,] | 
in reference to certain incidents of the battle of 
Buena Vista. { take pleasure in saying now, as | 
T have always said, that the Mississippi regiment 
bore itself as gallantly on that field as any other 
regiment there. 

Mr. Parser having concluded— 

Mr. SACKETT obtained the floor, but yielded 
1t to a 

Mr. McDONALD, who moved that tke com- 
mittee rise. ; 

Mg CLEVELAND said it was apparent that 
there would be no legislation until this slave ques- 
tion was disposed of. He therefore hoped that 
the committee would sit until four o’clock to hear 
speeches. , 

The question was then put on the motion of 
Mr. McDonato, and carried in the affirmative— 
ayes 77, noes not counted: — 

The committee accordingly rose and reported 


progress. Then, 


On motion, the House adjourned till to-morrow, f 


€ 


at twelve o’clock. 
PETITIONS, &e. 


The following petitions, memorials, &c., were jj ing. 


| D. Kelle 


presented under the rule and appropriately. re- 
ferred: 

By Mr. COBB, of Georgia: The proceedings of a meeting 
of citizens of Indiana, ¢:nvened at Indianapolis on the oth 
of February, 1859, in favor of a grant of public lands to the 
surviving. officers and soldiers who served in the Indian 
wars and in the last war with Enghind. 


|. By Mr. BEALE: The petition of Franklin Somerville and i: 
others, for a post route from Glenville county, Virginia, to 


Harrisonville, in the county of Ritchie, Virginia. 

Also, the petition of Philip Cox and others, for the estab- 
lishment of a mail route from Gilmorcourt-house to Ritchie 
court-house, all in the State of Virginia.” 

By Mr. WALDO: The petition of Eli Hammond and 
others, electors of the town of Somers, Connecticut, for a 
uniform rate of postage, and the abolitiongof the frankiag 
privilege. 

By Mr. FOWLER: The petition of Henry K. Keith and 
42 other citizens of Kingston, Massachusetts, praying Con- 


| gress to reduce postage on papers to one cent, and on pre- 


paid letters to two cents. 

By Mr. STRONG: The petition of Joel Jones, William 
, and 236 others, citizens and seamen of Philadel- 
phia, praying that Congress should extend to the seamen 
engaged in the war with Mexico the same’bounties which 
have been granted to the soldiers and marines. 

By Mr. WOOD: A petition signed by Cyrus T. Smead 
and 35 other citizens of Ottawa county, Obio,:.nd also 18 
ladies of the same place, praying Congress to abolish slavery 
where it has the constitu-ional power to doso. 

Also, tbe petition of E. Huntington and 300 other citizens 
cf the Maumee valley, praying Congress to make an appro- 
priation for the improvement of the Maumee river. 

By Mr. JACKSON: The petition of N. T. Williams, 
cashier of Tompkins County Bank, €. L. Grant, agent of the 
Ithaca Falls Woolen Manufacturing Company, and 80 others, 
citizens of Ithaca, Tompkins county, New York, on the 
subject of cheap postage. 

Also, the petition of Rev. P. H. Fowler, pastor, and Sol- 
omon L. Gillett, Simon Benjamin, Hiram Potter, Orrin Rob- 
inson and Lerster Smith, elders of the first Presbyterian 
church and congregation, Elmira, Chemung county, New 
York, on the same subject. 

Also, the petition of R. S. Ha'sey, N. Crittenden, and 40 
others, members of Ithaca Lodge, No. 71, of “4. O. of O. 
E.” Tompkins county, New York, on the same subject. 

Also, the petition of W. H. Oryley, John Crichmon, and 
40 others, citizens of Havana, Chemung county, New York, 


| on the same subject. 


Also, the petition of B. S. Huntly, E. Jones, and 37 others, 
citizens of Edmira, Chemung county, New York, on the 
same subject. 

Atso, the petition of Martin Holmes, A. N. Harpending, 
and 43 others, citizens of Penn Yan, Yates county, New 


| York, on the same subjcet. | 
By Mr. PRESTON KING: The petition of Daniel Palmer, | : 


for an increase of pension. 

Also, two petitions of business men, of Potsdam, New 
York, asking for cheap postage. 

Also, a resoluton of a town meeting of Martinsburg, 
Lewis county, New York, in favor of cheap postage. 

Also, the petition of 26 men and 26 women, of Cazenovia, 
New York, asking the attention of Congress to the atrocious 


wrongs and stupendous frauds done in the District of Co- | 


jumbia. 
Also, the petition of citizens of Livingston county, New 
York, asking for the abolition of slavery and the slave trade 


i in the District of Columbia; and of the slave trade on the 


Adlantic aud Gaif coasts, and for a law to prohibit slavery in 
the Territories. 

By Mr. CABLE, of Ohio:, The petition of S. G. McKee 
and 23 others, citizens of Carrollton, for a mail ronte from 
Carrollton to Salet, Ohio. 

Alzo, the petition of Levi Boulton and 50 others, citizens 
of East Fairfield, Ohio, for a mail route from Canton, Ohio, 
to Darlington, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. CARTER: The petition of Charles Hay, Elihu 
Stanley, and & others, citizens of East Fairfield, fora mail 
route frou: Canton, Ohio, to Darlington, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. CLEVELAND: The petition of citizens of Green- 
ville, Connectient, for cheap postage. 

By Mr. HENRY: The petition of John Williams, J. E. 
Butler, and 130 others, citizens of Jamaica, ‘Vermont, for 
cheap postage 

By Mr. CONGER: The petition of 85 citizens of Auburn, 
New York, praying Congress to establish a uniform rate of 
postage, not to exceed one cent on newspapers, and two 
cents on each prepaid letter of half an ounce for all dis- 
tances, and other corresponding reforms. 

By Mr. HARRIS, of Ilinois: The petition of A. N. Dills, 
and 98 others, citizens of Ilinois, for "a mail-route from Pe- 
kin via Dillon, Armington and Mount Hope, to Waynsville, | 


cents per half ounce, 
By Mr. BENNETT: The petition of citizens of New 


faine, for compensation for damages sustained by regson of 
his imprisonment by th 


i; while in the service of the State. 
| 


Also, the petition of L. Hamblin and 89 others, citizens 


|| of Orono, Maine, for cheap postage. 
i) By Mr. COLE: The petition of M. W. Martin, J. W. 


Blanding, and 112 others, citizens of Grant county, praying 
for the establishment of a mail route from Mineral Point, 


li via Wingville, crossing the Mississippi at’ Wyoming, aud 
|! intersecting the route from Dubuque to McGregor’s Land- 


Also, the petition of Governor Nelson Dewey, Judge Hub- 
beli, and 262. others, citizens- of Wisconsin, praying for the 
establishment of a mail route from Madison tà: Mosses's 
Mill, on the Lemanwine river, in Sauk county,.via. Lodi, 

Le. H : 

Also, a memorial from the Legistature of the State ‘of 
Wisconsin, asking far the establishment of the same route... 
| By Mr. PUTNAM: The petition of William. Bates and 
| 135 others, of the town. of. Attica, New -York,: praying 
Congress. to establish'a uniform rate of postage on newspa- 
pers of one cent, and two cents on ‘prépaid letters of half 
an ounce for all distances. i p inaha 


IN SENATE. : 
Trurspay, February 28, 1850. 


| The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a confmunication from the Secretary. of the 
Interior, in answet to the resolution of the Senate 
| of the 19th, calling for information in relation to 
the operations of the Commission appointed to 
run and mark the boundary between the United 
States and Mexico; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. : 


r MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 

Mr. WHITCOMB presented: the petition of 
Michael R. Boos for a pension, on account of séer- 
| vices in the United States army during ‘the last 
war with Great Britain; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. $ 

Mr. ATCHISON presented : the ‘memorial -of 
Charles Findlay, in behalf of the chiefs, headmen, 
and counsellors of the Delaware tribe of Indiañs, 
asking the balance of pay due for services in the 
| Seminole war; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. = 

Mr. BORLAND presented the memorial of 
Edward Storer, a purser in the navy, asking the 
| allowance of certain items in his accounts rejected 
i by the accounting officers of the Treasury; which 

was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD presented the petition of 
citizens of Lewis county, Kentucky, asking a re~ 
i duction of postage; which was referred to the 
| Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. CLARKE presented a petition of mer- 
chants of Providence, Rhode Island, asking å re- 
| duction of postage; which was referred to. the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. FELCH presented the petition of citizens 
of Ann Arbor, in the State of Michigan, asking a 
reduction of the rates of postage; which was re- 
|! ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 
| Mr. PRATT presented a petition of citizens: of 
| Williamsport, Maryland, asking a reduction of 
| the rates of postage; which was referred tope 
| Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. ®t 
Mr. JONES presented a petition of citizens of 
| Buchanan county, lowa, asking a reduction of the 
rates of postage; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. BRADBURY presented a remonstrance of 
‘citizens of the United States against the further 
| extension of Woodworth’s patent for a planing 
machine; which was referred to the Committee on 
| Patents. o. 

Mr. B. also presented a petition of citizens of 
Waterville, Maine, asking that a charter muy be 
P. F. Degrand and others, for the 
d and the establishment of 


| 
\ 
} 


Mr. CASS presented two petitions of citizens 
! of Michizan, asking that compensation be made 
1 and children of Herbert Lacroix, 
yet by the enemy during the 
t ain; which were referred 


resented the- petition 
he establishment of-a 
emphis; which 
the Post Office 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, 


ii 
| ers in the case of J. W., Nye be 
ital d referred to the Committee on 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- 
n was referred the motion to print the 
ople of the Rio Grande, asking 
f a Territorial Government, re- 
ng the same, with the 


ing, to-whic: 
| memorial of the pe 

the establishment o Per 
fortei in favor of printt 


t 
t 
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neames:of the signers attached; which was con- 
curred in. A be 

Me. B. also, from the same committee, to which 
was:referred the motion to print the communica- 

‘tion of Philo White, reported ‘in. favor of the 
same; which was concurred in. : 
“Min B., from the same committee, to which was 
referred the motion to print the memorial of the 
Pacific: Railroad Company, reported in favor of 
the same;. which was concurred in, 

Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which was referred the bill to establish 
a Board of Accounts, reported the same back with 
amendments. 2 G 

Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, asked that said committee be discharged 
from thé further consideration of the petition bf 
George Dennett, and that it be referred to the 
Committee on Commerce; which was’agreed to. 

Mr, BORLAND, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to which was referred the petition of Charies 
Larahbe, for the allowance of a pension, asked to 
be discharged from its’ further consideration, on 
the ground that his case will be provided for in a 
general bill; which was agreed to. i 

Mr. Balso, from the same committee, reported | 
back without amendment the bill to authorize the 
payment of invalid pensions in certain cases. 

Mr. B. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill to regulate the pensions of officers, soldiers, 
seamen, and marines, who have been or may 
hereafter be disabled while in the service of the 
United States; which was read and passed to a 
gecond reading, 

Mr, DAVIS, of Massachusetts, from the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, to which was referred the 
House bill to provide for recording the convey- 
ances of vessels, and for other purposes, reported 
the same back without amendment, and recom- 
mended its passage. j 

Mr. JONES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
asked that said comminee be discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition of David 
Humphries, as his case will be embraced in a 
general bill; which was agreed to. 

Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on @he Ju- 
diciary, to which was referred the bill to author- 
ize notaries public to take and certify oaths, af- 
firmations, and acknowledgments in certain cases, 

reported the same back without amendment. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD asked and obtained leave 
to introduce a joint resolution relative to the pay- 
ment of dividends or interest on war bounty scrip; 

ich was twice read and referred to the Coni- 
mittee on Finance. 


Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, from the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, yesterday reported a bill to 
estublish a collection district, and a port of entry, 
and ports of delivery at Milwaukee, in the State 
of Wisconsin, (and not Mississippi, as reported | 
in our last,) and for other purposes, 


ANOTHER PROPOSED COMPROMISE. 


Mr. BELL. Mr. President, I have been wait- | 
ing for several days for an appropriate occasion to 
present to the consideration of the Senate a se- 
ries of propositions connected with the distracting 
question which has agitated us so long. E now 
desire the courtesy of the Senate to extend to me 
the privilege of making some explanations of the 
resolutions which I have to present. 

I owe an apology to the Senate, Mr. President, 
and tothe public, for being the medium of pre- 
senting any series of propositions or resolutions 
upon a subject which has dccupied the attention of 
this body so long, and in relation to which so 
great a number of propositions have already been 
submitted and commented on by*gentlemen far 
more distinguished for ability and influence in the 
country than myself. And, sir, E desire to state 
that I trust that Lam no tactuated inthe slightest 
degree by any petty ambition of desiring to pre- 
sent propositions of my own; or that I have the 
presumption to suppose that I shall be able to 
offer anything that will meet the general ac- | 
ceptation and approbation of this body; or, least 
of all, that I could aspire to the honor of being a 
pacificator. I neither pretend to, nor am I enti- 

-tled to that position here, or in the country, as |} 
respects any weight to be given to any proposi- 
tions I shall submit, because they come from me. 
No, sir, | do not claim this consideration, and I| 


rather think that no particular weight or influence 
can be given to any propositions for the adjustment | 


of this controversy made by any gentleman from 
the South. They must come from gentlemen from 
a different quarter—from the North, where the 
power exists to settle this question. The only | 
small merit that Lelaim is that of being a compiler. | 
Lcannot say that there is a single one of the prop- 
ositions, which I intend to present, that is entirely 
original, or one which has not passed through the 
minds of at least a dozen honorable Senators. 

» I do not propose, upon this occasion, to enter 
into a general discussion of thesé distracting ques- 
tions, important and interesting as they may be. | 
I only desire 4 submit such brief explanations of 
any suggestions contained in the resolutions which 
I have to present, which may be different from 
those embraced in the numerous propositions. here- 
tofore presented. I will not trouble the Senate by 
reading more than the last clause of the short pre- 
amble by which I have thought proper to preface | 
the propositions which | design to present. Itis 
in these words: 


i 

Whereas the joint resolution for annexing Texas to the | 
United States, approved March 1, 1845, contains the follow. | 
| 


ing condition and guarantee, that is to say: “ New States of 
convenient size, not exceeding four ia number, in addition 
to said State of Texas, and bavirg sufficient population, may 
hereafter, by the consent of said State, be formed out of the 
territory thereof, whieh shall be entiiled to admission under 
the provisions of the Federal Constitution ; and such Sites 
as may be formed out of that portion of said territory ving 
south of 36° 20! north latitude, commonly known as the Mis- 
souri compromise line, shali be admitted into the Union with 
or without slavery, as the people of each State asking adinis- 
sion may desire; aud in such State or States as shail be 
formed onat of said territory north of said Missouri compro- 


mise line, slavery oc involuntary servitude (except for | 
crime) shall be prohibited.” | 
{ 


The first proposition I propose to submit, sir, | 


is in these words: 

Resolved, That he obligation to gomply with the condition 
and guarantee above recited in good faith be distinetly re- 
eognized, and that, in part compliance with the same, as 
soon ag the people of Texas shall, by an act of their Legisla- 
ture, signify their assent, by restricting the lindts thereof 
within the territory lying east of the Trinity and south of the 
Red river, and when the people of the residue of the territory 
elaimed by Texas lying South of the 34th degree of norih 


latitude and west of the Trinity shall, with the assent of; 
Texas, adopt a constitution republican in form, they be ad- į 


| ject? 


i| Jowat a subsequent time. 


Michigan and Arkansas were contemporaneously 
admitted, believe, in conformity with the same 
sentiment. lowa and Florida were 1 believe ad- 
mitted in the same way. Sir, I am aware that 
this practice cannot be long continued. No ex- 
pectation can be, or is as far as I know, indulged 
by the South that it can be continued for any 
ileneth of time to come. But now it is proposed 
to admit California as a free State. Here is a 
Territory, here is a population authorizing the ad- 
mission of a slave State, and thus, if Texas were _ 
to assent fo the formation of the new State, the 
practice. might be continued up to this time at 
least. J} have said, sir, that no expectation of 
| continuing this practice which has obtained here- 
tofore can be indulged by the South. Sir, what 
is the prospect before the slave States on this sub- 
Nebraska and the Territory of Minnesota 
“will soon, very soon, -form two additional free 
States. Oregon will present the country with four 
| new States ; two very soon, and two more to fol- 
I speak advisedly on 
this subject, from my knowledge of the territory 
there. Two new free States will before a great 
| while be formed there, and two may be postponed 
i to some more remote period. California and New 
; Mexico will give ns four new States, if not six. 
Here, sir, at the lowest calculation, we have four 
to Oregon, four to New Mexico and California, 
and two to the new Territories already formed in 
the northwest; to say nothing of the territory 
stilt farther north and west of the waters of the 
Missouri, we shall have ten new free States! 
And where is the equivalent to the siave States to 
be found? My first proposition is to admit one 
new State now in conformity with ancient prac- 
tice, which must soon be abandoned. | propose 
to restrict the State of Texas to the territory lying 
| east of the Trinity and south of Red river; a 
í territory large enough to forma magnificent State— 
i, one of the first class. The population in these 
t; limits is altogether sufficient to authorize the forma- 
‘tion of a State. Tam advised that it is equal to 
| the existing ratio of representation in Congress. 


mitted into the Union upon an equal footing in all respects 
with the original States. 

1 do not know, Mr. President, that there has 
been any desire manifested in the southern States 
that a new slave State should be now admitted 
into the Union, if it were practicable. F have 
seen no notice of any such desire; no manifes- 
tation of any expectation even that such a propo- 
sition would be offered. Nevertheless, sir, | am 
of opinion that it would have a most salutary and 
healing influence at this time throughout the whole 
South. Iam aware of the existence of a senti- 
ment prevalent te some extent at the South, which 
supposes it probable~so strong is the sentiment 
at the North, in the free States, against the exten- 
sion of the slave power in Congress—that at any 
time hereafter, when in the course of cvents this 


proposition shall come directly from the people of ; 


Texas, the guarantee and conditions of the joint 
resolution referred to in the preamble will not be 
complied with. ‘They feel no assurance upon this 
point. 

I do not say that this expectation or this appre- 
hension is justified by anything [ have seen avowed | 
at the North; certainly not by anything | have | 
heard avowed in this hall; for upon this point Ii 


|| The new State proposed to be admitted into the 
ti Union with the assent of Texas includes all the 
I territory now claimed by Texas lying west of the 
i Trinity and south of the thirty-fourth parallel of 
i! north latitude. The territory proposed” for the 
i new State, it will be perceived, is of very large 
| extent; the population is more than sufficient to 
i justify the formation of a new State, exceeding the ' 
population east of the Trinity by many thousands. 
The proposition does not involve nor ask of the 
North any violation of sentiment.or feeling there, 
unless it be one based upon a design of violating 
| sacred obligations, which Lam sure does not ex- 
ist. It is in strict conformity with the plighted 
public faith of the whole country, North and 
South. What forbids it, then? Texas, Mr. Pres- 
ident, may not give its assent. lhave no informa- 
tion to give to the Senate upon that subject. I am 
not authorized to say that any one member of the 
Texas delegation in this House, or in the House 
of Representatives, is prepared to give his assent 
| to this proposition. But, be that as it may, say 
that Texas refuses her assent, yet here is a peace- 
offering from the North. So far as it is calculated 
to have any influence, whether it is rejected or ac- 


| 
| 


must. do the gentlemen of the North justice, and | 
say that in speaking of the comparative extent | 
and quantity of free and slave territory in the | 
United States, the large territories of Texas, em- 
bracing some two or three hundred square miles, 
have been uniformly pointed to as slave territory, | 
out of which other slave States may properly, and | 
without infringing upon the sentiments and opin- 
ions of the North, be admitted into the Union. 


is for the purpose of meeting and quieting this | to the 42d parallel of north latitude and to cede the 


apprehension of the South, and for the soothing | 
effec: which the admission of such a State into the | 
Union now would have, that I have thought proper | 
to propose it. ` i 


` Again, Mr. President, it has been commonly `: 
the practice of the Government heretofore, when | 


practicable, that when a slave State has been ad- 


mitted, a new free State should be contempo- || 


raneously admitted. And so when a free State 


at the North was newly admitted, if found practi- | 


cable, a new slave State at the South came in at! 
the same time. Jt was upon this principle that || 
Maine was severed from Massachusetts and erected || 


into a separate State when Missouri came in. | 


I || 


i cepted by Texas, just credit will be due to the pol- 
icy and magnanimity, or rather justice of the 
i North, in conceding it by legislation, and making 
it depend upon the consent of the South, (of 
Texas,) whether this new State shall be admitted 

nta the Union. 

: My next resolution, Mr. President, proposes, if 
: Texas shall agree to accept the cession of all the 

| unappropriated domain in the territory claimed by 
| Texas west of the Colorado river, extending north 


' jurisdiction and sovereignty over, together with 
i the unappropriated domain of all the territory 
claimed by Texas north of the 34° of north lati- 
| tude, I will read the resolution. It speaks for 
itself, 
5 Resolved, Phat if Texas shah agree to eede, the United 
; States will accept a cession of all the unappropriated do- 
main in all the territory claimed by Texas, lying west of the 
Colorado, and extending north of the 42d parallel of north 
latitude, and to pay therefor a smn not exceeding —— 
millions of dollars, to be applied in the first place to the ex- 
| finguishment of any portion of the existing publie debt of 


i Texas, for the discharge of whieh the United States are nn- 


der any obligations, implied or otherwise, and the remainder 
as Texas shall require. . 


Here, again, the first question presented is, will 


1850, 


Texas cede this domain for any of the purposes 
intended to be accomplished. by: this proposition; 
and the second question is, what price should the 
Government of the United States pay for it? That 
L conceive to be the main subject of inquiry. And 
who, Mr. President, will-cavil upon that point? 
And who wilt calculate the vaine of this Union in 
reference to a proposition which may secare its 
harmony, perhaps its permanence? 

For my part, -regard this Union as above all 
price. I know of no-arithmetic by which to com- 
pute thé value of-this Union in dollars and cents. 

Gut gentiemen may say the Union is not in dan- 
ger. Ah! If so, then [ shall be a gi'eat deal less 
solicitous that these dissensions shall be quieted— 
that these notes of harsh discord which we hear 
resounding through this hall from day to day shall 
cease... But if the Union is in no danger, if it shall 
stand, with all its present magnificent allotment. of 
States and of great communities, is there no dan- 
ger that the history of its future career will be 
marked with continual jealousies, discontent, vio- 
lent hatred and animosity, which will assuredly 
impair its energy and strip it of half its blessings? 
These, sir, are the considerations which {-wish to 
present upon this point. And who will make a 
difference in the estimated value of the proposed 
cession between five, and even ten millions of dol- 
lars, if interposed between future harmony and fu- 
ture discord, future fraternal feeling and future 
rankling hate? Sir, I cannot conceive that there 
can be any difficulty upon this proposition. I 
mean as to the amount of the consideration pro- 
posed to Le given to Texas. 

Well, sir, my next proposition is as follows: 

Resolved, That when the population of that portion of the 
territory claimed by Texas, lying south of the S4:b parallel 
of north Jatitude and west of the Colorado, shall be eqnal 
to the ratio of representation in Congress under the last 
preceding apportionment, according to the provisions ofthe 
Constitution, and the people of such Territory shail, with 
the assent of the new State contemplated in the preceding 
resolution, have adopted a State’ constitution republican in 
torm, they be admitted into the Union as a State upon an 
equil footing with the original States. 

The principal point in this resolution is the pro- 
spective admission of another State, to be carved 
out of the Territory of Texas, whether slave or 
free to be determined by the people. ft will pro- 
bably be a slave State. In regard to which I have 
to remark that the apprehensions of the North on 
the subject of the creation of new slave States 
need not be excited by the reading of this resolu- 
tion, 
race. It will and must close the account, in my 
judgment, of slave States then and forever, or for 
as long as this Union lasts. If this proposition 
should be adopted, and this territory be admitted 
into the Union as a State, there will then have 
been three slave States carved out of the territory 
belonging to Texas—Texas and the two new 
slave States now proposed to be admitted. This 
number, you will recollect, Mr. President, falls 
far short of the calculations of southern gen- 
tlemen; of the advocates of the annexation of 
Texas, when that question was presented to the 
American people. Four or five slave States, it 
was estimated, might and would be carved out of 
that territory. Four slave States might be carved 
out of that territory, hecause there is a country 
extensive enough, rich enough, fertile enough to 
sustain a population that would authorize its di- 
vision into four States; but, with the arrangement 
ased, it would be impossible that such a 


now prop f i 
project should be ever entertained. The people of 
these two States will not consent to have their 


boundaries cut down so as to reduče them to the 
-condition of medium sized States of this Union. 
They expect tofbe, and will maintain the prospect 
of being, large and populous States of the Union. 
Therefore, sir, there can be no prospect of the 
farther adrhission of slave States into the Union at 
any time. . 

My next resolution proposes to incorporate all 
the territory claimed by Texas north of the 34th 
parallel of north latitude, and extending to the 42d 
parallel of. north latitude, with the Territory of 
New Mexico; and that those territories united 
have a form of government provided for them 
suitable to the condition of the population, and 
without any restriction upon the subject of slavery. 
The resolution is in these words: 

Resolved, That all the territory now claimed by Texas 
lying north of the 34th parallel of north latitude, and which 
may be ceded tothe United States by Texas, be incorpo- 
rated with the Territory of New Mexico, except such part 
thereof as lies east of the Rio Grande and south of the 34th 


parallel of north latitude, and that the territory sô composed 3 WIN. Why? = 
form a. State, to be admitted into the Union when he in- Mr. CORWIN, Why ` 
habitants thereof shalt adopt a constitution; republican. in 
form, with the consent of Congress ;. but in the mean time, 
and until Congress shail give such consent, provision be 
made for the government of the inhabitants of said Territory. 


suitable to their condition, but without any restriction as te 


Mr. BELL. The honorablé Senator fram 
asks .me .why ? -Because I say, sir, that: b 
formation of the country, it has no such 

tion. to agricultural. employment as that 


When’ admitted, it will be the last of its | 


slavery. 


alent of slave territory surrendered, lying north 
„Of the 34th parallel of north latitude. 
remembered that the Missouri compromise line is 
the parallel of 36930. Thus two and a half de- 
grees of slave territory will be given up to become 
free, as I think will be conceded in the candid 
judgment of all. Then, sir, all ground of opposi- 
tion is taken away from this proposition, on the 


new slave territory’? party. | mean that party 
who could not sleep on their pillows; or who 
would prefer to see the good old ship the “ Con- 
stitution?” blown idto a thousand atoms, rather 
than have one inch of what is now free territory 
with their consent*polluted with slavery. { say 


slave territory given up to be made free territory, 
for all that is claimed to be now included in the 
boundaries of the new States proposed to be carved 
out of Texas, 

Another point worthy of consideration in this 
proposition is, that it would close the controversy 
hetween Texas and New Mexico, in regard to the 
territory on the Rio Grande. It is proper to 
mention that a small portion of this territory lies 
south of the 34th parallel of north latitude, and 


little value, left to be embraced in the new State 
now to be admitted. 


the Texan claim to the Rio Grande will be finally 
adjusted. . 

The government which I have proposed for the 
Territory of New Mexico thus united with that 
which may be ceded by Texas, is to be one suit- 
able to the condition of the people of the country, 
but to be without any restriction as to slavery. It 
may be a Territorial Government in the usual 
form, if thatis thought best, and then it will be in 
conformity with the propositions of the distin- 
guished Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Cuay,] with- 
outthe preambleattached to his, if there beany dif- 
ficulty with regard to that, I suggest that it may 
be in the form of the amendment proposed by the 
honorable Senator from Michigan [Mr. WALKER] 
to the Senate’s bill, at the last session of Congress; 
or of the amendment submitted by the Committee 
of Ways and Means in the House of Represent- 
atives to that bill after it passed the Senate. For 
every point of practical utility, either of these 
propositions would suffice. For one, itis my de- 
liberate judgment that whatever form of territo- 
rial government be established, whether a pro- 
visional or other government, with or without 
restrictions in regard to slavery, there will be the 
same practical result. 

I know it may be asked, why object to a clause 
restricting slavery, if it is certain that slavery will 


the proposition to impose this restriction has been 


the chief source of the agitation in the southern 


should be made of these Territories. 
to impose it is questioned in the first place. 


And 


unnecessary. 


a foothold there. 


never find a foothold in New Mexico. 


The first point which will be suggested to the 
minds of honorable Senators by this resolution is, 
that here is a surrender of 23 degrees of slave ter- 
ritory to. be thereafter free territory. The southern 
boundary of these united territories éast of the 
Rio Grande will be 120 miles south of Santa Fé, 
and extending thence east to the western boundary 
of the present Indian territory of the United-States? 
The point to which [ wish to direct.the attention 
of Senators is, that, for whatever portion of terri- 
tory that may be claimed to be free, and included 
in the territory proposed to'be erected into a new 
State west of the Trinity and south of the 34th 
parallel of north latitude, there will be an equiv- 


It will. be 


part of those who may be called, the ‘ no-inch of 


this with no ill feeling, but merely for the purpose | 
of stating strongly that here is a full equivalent of 


east of the Rio Grande, embracing a region of 


But by the acceptance of 
this proposition the controversy growing out of 


never exist there in any event? Į answer, because ; 


section of the Union ever since the question was | is no population. 
first raised in relation to the disposition which : 

n 
The right | 


it is justly regarded more offensive, because it is 
Itis looked upon in the light of a | 
wanton insult to the feelings and pride of the 
Sonth. It may still be said that slavery may find | 
While the present organization | 
of material creation stands, African slavery can 


labor can ever possibly be profitable. [tis 
gion far more elevated than any which has € 
yet been successfully cultivated by slave Jabor, 
itis so wholly unsuitable in every. respect that 
slave labor can never find profitable employment 
there. The demand for labor in the mines’ will 
be amply supplied by the thousands of free: emi- 
grants who will go there as soon as mines shall 
be discovered rich enough to justify the working 
of them, to say nothing of the Indian population, 
which supplies the cheapest labor of all. “Why, 
then, upon the vague fear in the minds of gentle- 
men that some contingency—the bare conjecture 
of an accident now inconceivable to the imagina- 
tion—should the fate of the Union, or its contin- 
ued harmony, be jeoparded by insisting upon a 
slavery restriction clause? Is the sentimentatthe 
North a mere blind impulse, having neither sense 
nor reason to sustain it? If not, I should ‘think 
these remote, conjectural contingencies would by 
no gentleman be made a ground for insisting upon 
the introduction of this offensive restriction. > 

I consider this proposition only better than that 
submitted ‘by the President of the United States 
in his special message upon this subject in. this: 
that this proposition would prevent the coming in 
of a new State before the people of the territory 
shall be duly qualified to take upon themselves the 
charge of self-government. The population of 
New Mexico has not increased so rapidly as was 
conjectured a year ago. I believe that (here dre 
very few Americans there now. lt is mostly a 
thoroughfare to the great attraction on the borders 
of the Pacific. Our adventurous young men do 
not stop there; they press on to California. 

I know that many southern gentlemen, for whose 
opinions I entertain a high respect, say that the 
Missouri compromise. line should at all hazards 
be adhered to. I cannot agree with them. | will 
not enter into a discussion now upon that point, T 
will on say, that, even if it could be obtained, 
| even if lere could be a recognition ofslavery south 
i of that line, it would be a barren victory, for there 
i would be no slavery there. The little patches at 
| El Paso del Norte, where slave labor might find 
| some employment, would not offer a sufficient, in- 
| ducement to the slaveholder to take his property 
|i there. So that even if this recognition should be 
conceded by the North, I insist it would be of no 
i value to the South. But gentlemen gay the prif 
ciple would be preserved. Sir, I admit there, is 
something in that; but.of what. value would it, be: 
in reference to present acquisition or to future aé- 
quisition? Where and when? Do we not delude 
| ourselves in our estimate of the value of that prin- 
i ciple—the Missouri compromise lne? Have we 
‘not had enough of acquisition on the side of Mex- 
ico? Where else.do we expect further acquisi-’ 
| tions? Cuba, perhaps. If Cuba ever comes into 
' the Union we need not argue the question of the 
probability whether Cuba will be a slave or a free 
| State. If, in the vicissitudes of the affairs of na- 
| tions, Cuba should ever be presented to the United 
| States to be annexed to them, we all know it must 
i necessarily come in as a slave State. And in the 
‘contingency that the slave population of Cuba 
il should assert their freedom, it would not be ade 
|; sirable acquisition to the people of the United 
|| States, North or South. In every point of view, 
| then, E regard the establishment of the Missouri 
| compromise line asa thing of no value—a working 
| of benefit of no kind. ; ER 
| T omitted to state in its proper place that, ‘in the 
i territory lying north of the 34th parallel of. north 
|: latitude, and west of the line established between 
‘the United States and Mexico,.on the 33d meridi- 
| an of west longitude from Washington, and run- 
|; nidg nort 


f 


h from Red -river-to,the Arkansas, there 

I allude to that portion of the 
d to: bë incorporated with New 
| Mexico, which lies within. the admitted limits of 
It is altogether unsettled. It is merely 
jan open plain, traversed by the Camanches and 
i! the buffalo; not a white man to be found on it, 
` My next resolution’ proposes to incorporate all 
the country ceded by Mexico to the United States, 
lying west of New Mexico and east of the con- 
templated new State of California, in one territory. 
‘The proposition, of course, contemplates a divi- 


| territory propose: 


| Texas. 
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sion of the territory at some future time, and when 
the settlement in it sball require. ‘This is pro- 
posed, upon the idea that it is not proper or ex- 
pedient. to give any assurance to that peculiar 
people, the Mormons, by* providing a separate 
*territorial government for them, or to hold out 
any expectation that they will ever be admitted 
into the Union as a separate State. It may be 
roper that they should be admitted; but till we 
now more of their policy, designs, and institu- 
tiéns—] speak not exclusively of religious insti- 
tutions—I should think that no Senator would be 
disposed to. do. more for them than to extend to 
them an adeguate protection. The proposition in 
this resolution is to provide for the Mormons, and 
all other settlements and inhabitants, as in the case 
of New Mexico, a form of government suited to 
their condition. They will want but little more 
than the protection of our arms, at least, for a 
considerable time, against the depredations and 
massacre of the Indians. 

The next resolution proposes the immediate ad- 
mission of California as a State of the Uuion; and 
it embraces the ideaof accepting its present bound- 
aries. It has been objected to the admission of 
California that her boundaries are too extensive; 
that her territory is too large; that two or more 
States might be carved out of the territory assigned 
to it. Be it so. Is it desirable that it should be 
so divided, either to the North or to the South? It 
will make a large and powerful State, it is true; 
but, for my part, I wish it had included the coun- 
try of the great Salt Lake in addition to its present 
territory. I care not how large itis. It will not 
be go large, I believe, as the proposed new State 
to be erected in Texas. It is objected, and strong 
exception is taken to the manner in which the 
constitution was framed, but it should be remem- 
bered that that constitution is satisfactory to the 
inhabitants of that country; and upon what pretext, 
therefore, can Congress object? We hear no 
murmurings of dissatisfaction on the part of any 
of the inhabitants of California. There was, in- 
deed, a smal! minority opposed to it on some par- 
ticular points, but they acquiesced in its adoption 
by the majority, As to the competency of-the 
people for self-government, I would refer you to 
the provisions of the constitution itself. It is not 
acceptable to me; itis not acceptable to the South 
generally on one particular point; but itis clear 
that that is a point which we must concede, since 
it is the will of the people of that country. 

I know it is objected that many of the residents 

California are not citizens of the United States; 
hat they are not permanent residents; thata great 
portion of them are foreigners, who have found 
their way into that country in pursuit of gold; or 
that they are transient passengers. But where is 
the evidence of that? The whole population of 
that Territory is described as being about a hun- 
dred thousand; and some ten or fifteen thousand, 
no doubt, may have gone there with a view of 
returning as soon as they have gratified themselves 
by sceing the country, or in reaping as much of 
its fruits as they can secure. But, sir, there is 
also a class of permanent inhabitants—not includ- 
ing the old Mexican inhabitants—enterprising 
men, who have become residents; who have ac- 
- quired a foothold on the soil, who have made val- 
uable improvements; who have fixed their destinies 
there during life. A large number of this class 
are engaged in various enterprises; not merely in 
gold-digging, but in the cultivation of the soil, in 
the crection of buildings, in the pursuit of trade 
and commerce, building up towns and cities. 
These are the portion of the population, at least 
it was this description of population who had the 
rincipal agency in forming this constitution. 
“hey are satisfied with it, and that is sufficient 

I have heard it suggested that this constitution 
was framed under the exercise of an improper 
influence on the part of the President of the United 
States. Ihave seen no evidence to sustain that 
suggestion. The initiative in the formation of that 
constitution was taken before any message or even 
any ship arrived from the United States conveying 
a message from the President; before any intelli- 
gence had reached their shores as to what were 
the opinions and policy of the President upon 
that subject. That is a faet incontestibly estab- 
lished. And, sir, in regard to the recommenda- 
tion which he afterwards gave through his agent, 
even the impartial objectors to this constitution 
do the President the justice to impute the most 


i 


| under the circumstances, the soundest policy and 


patriotic motives to. him; atid Tadd also that he 
was guided by what was then, and would be now, 


the truest wisdom in relation to the true interests 
of this country: Wisdom and patriotism were 
alike conspicueus in the policy of the President in 
relation to tHis subject.. And what wasit? Merely | 
to-give his countenance to the manifestation of} 
their true opinions regarding the form of govem- 
ment which they should adopt. “I have not heard 
one intimation, public or private, founded upon 
evidence or authority, that he desired, meditated, | 
or suggested anything in relation to the question | 
„of slavery or no slavery in the formation of this | 
constitution, leaving the people entirely free from | 
any influence he might possess as the supreme 
Executive of the Union. Iam, therefore, in favor | 
of the immediate admission of California into the 
Union with its present boundaries, in connection | 
with the other propositions which I submit. I 
| say nothing of what I should do if the question 
were to come up stripped of all other questions. 
The next proposition proposes to regulate the 
manner in which and the time when the people of | 


adopt State constitutions. ‘That, I think, we | 
all see the importance of at the present time. | 
It proposes to avoid the irregularity and anoma-*| 
lies which, in some instances, have heretofore at- | 
tended the formation of State constitutions by the į 
inhabitants of the territories, which are always 
more or less embarrassing to the Government, | 
and are likely to be still more so in view of the | 
great number of new States which will soon be: 
pressing their claims for admisaion into the Union. | 
I think the proposition speaks for itself. 

“The next resolution proposes that when Con 
gress shall consent that the people of any terri 
tory shall form a State constitution, they sha 
have the sole power to regulate their internal | 
affairs and policy on every question whatever; | 
and that they shail be controlled only by the ex- | 


the territories of the United States shall in future ii 


ul 


time may go far beyond any conception which I 
may have of what they would deem satisfactory. 

Mr. President, I believe I have been. neither 
more nor less agitated or excited, in contemplating 


| thepresent distracted state of the public mind, 


than the nature and tendency of the questions in- 
volved may fairly warrant; but I can readily con- 
ceive how gentlemen coming from the South, and 
perhaps having no greater interest in this question 
than [ have, or whose constituencies have no 
greater interest in it than the constituency which 
I represent, may indulge in feelings of more in- 
tensity than I have done, or entertained views in 
regard to the dangers which threaten the great in- 
terests of the South more gloomy and desponding 
than I am disposed to entertain; and, for the same 
reasons, { can readily excuse the extreme proposi- 
tions that have been forwarded to us from the 
South, expressed in various remonstrances and 
resolutions of legislatures, of conventions, and 
of primary meetings of the people. Though 
they may go beyond what my judgment would 
approve, yet I can excuse them. ` It is possible, 
| indeed, that they may be the wisest at last; for I 
believe I would not be a laggard in the exercise of 
all the necessary means, whenever the contingency 
shall arise, of resisting or of redressing any fla- 
grant violation either of the rights or the honor of 
the South. At the same time, J must say, that in 
the State of which I am a public servant here, Í 
have given no countenance—no encouragement at 
i least—to some of the extreme measures proposed 
in the South. I have not countenanced the assem- 
| bling of the Southern Convention among my 
| friends in Tennessee. I have, on the other hand, 
rather encouraged the reposing of a liberal confi- 
dence in the North for the settling, not only of this, 
but of all other great questions of national and do- 
| mestie policy, upon an equitable and liberal basis, 
' as the best mode of repressing any hostile senti- 
| ments on the part of the North against the institu- 
tions of the South, or of the South against the 


press restrictions contained in the Constitution of | 
the United States. This is only important in į 
view of quieting for the future all apprehensions | 
as to certain questions which have heretofore 
given much dissatisfaction. 
quieting proposition. 

The last proposition is that these several propo- 
sitions be committed to the Committee on Tervi- | 
tories, with instructions to report a bill in con- | 
formity with their spirit and principles. i 

l have purposely avoided, Mr. President, as | 
the Senate will see, incumbering these resolutions | 
with too many provisions; with subjects and | 

| 
| 
H 
i 


questions not altogether distinct, bat which may 
| be easily disposed of when separately taken up 
There is the fugitive slave bill; 
On that subject I 


and considered. 
I have taken no notice of that. 


do will be done. And so as to the question of the | 
abolition of slavery and the slave trade in the i 
District of Columbia. I believe these questions | 
can be readily and satisfactorily adjusted, if we ; 
can only settle this great question in controversy | 
relating to the newly-acquired Territories of New | 
Mexico and California. i 

Mr. President, I do not propose to enter into | 
any general discussion, or into the discussion of: 


i 


slavery now. Perhaps | may on some future oc- : 
casion; but I desire to be indulged, before I close, | 
with a few remarks of a general nature. i 

I have not obtruded myself, as the Senate well | 
know, upon the attention of this body in the dis- 
cussions with which we have been so liberally en- 
tertained and interested during the present session. 
I have not done so, mainly because I did not þe- 


other gentlemen, and especially when I could see ; 
my own pathway, or the one I was inclined to i 
tread, so dimly. I haveno bigoted conceit, or | 
confidence, with regard to any proposition, not | 


conccive of; and upon the suggestion, and with the |; 
advice of a few friends, I have undertaken to pre- | 
sentthem. Ido not know that they will meet 
with general acceptance even from gentlemen || 
from the South, while | would be satisfied with | 
them, as indeed I would with some in a different f 
shape. Yet, sir, of what consequence is my in- | 


This is merely a il 


the general principles involved in this question of i 


lieve myself able to shed light upon the path of |: 


even those which I have now presented. They || 
are the best, under the circumstances, that I can |; 


North, on any ground whatever. If, therefore, 
| any good should result from the proposed South- 
| ern Convention—and I trust that good may result 
| from it; if it is held—I shall not be entitled to an 

credit for it; and if, on the other hand, evil 


l; should spring from it, though I may be a sufferer 


| with every other citizen of the Union, I shall not 
i be responsible for it. 

But I am not altogether free from apprehension 
as to the consequences to the peace and harmony 
of this country, if those who hold the majority 
power should, in the settlement of these distracting 
questions, exercise it stringently and arbitrarily. 
| I may have indulged in sentiments and opinions 
in relation to the good sense, the justice, and the 
patriotism of northern gentlemen far too generous 


j ) | and, confiding; but I shall not surrender those 
entertain no distrust that whatever Congress can j| 


opinions until I see the most decided manifesta- 
| tions of a contrary spirit. 

Sir, I am afraid that the sentiment is but too 
| common with northern gentlemen, in viewing the 


j; demonstrations in the South of a spirit of deter- 


| mined resistance to the avowed policy of the 
: North, upon the subject of slavery, in the light of 
| mere bravado—of gasconade. 

| I have heard, in my private intercourse with 
j northern gentlemen, the suggestion that most or 
all of these extreme resolves at the South, these 
i extreme demonstrations, may be fairly imputed to 
party, to the impulsive passions, and to the irregu- 
lar ambition of political aspirants, and that it would 
be discreditable and pusillanimous in the North to 
| yield a title ôf what they have considered their 
| true policy upon this subject, under such circum- 
| stances. I desire to tell these gentlemen, in all 
| candor, that I think they are mistaken. I have 
watched the whole movement for years, and I 
think I have seen a considerable accession of 
strength to those who favor extreme measures of 
| resistance and redress among leading men in many 
: of the States of the South, not to say in all who 
, are notactive participants in the party strife of the 
day. I have seen, too, in some of the southern 
States, leading men of both parties codperating in 
the same cause. Everyday I hear of some gentle- 
man of intellect and influence, to whom it would 
be unfair to impute motives of personal or parly 
agerandizement, committing himself to these vio- 
lent resolves. Is it, then, the part of wisdom to 
say that no consideration is due to these move- 


| 
| 
| 


dividual opinion upon sucha subject? I am but an | 
individual. The sentiments of the South at this i 


ments? For, though it may be that the great body 
of the farming and planting interests repose in 
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quiet on their farms and plantations, undisturbed 
by the storm which rages around them, yet, when. 
leading and sober minded citizens, onè after an- 
other, yield to the suggestions of the more intem- 
perate and excited, how soon may a whole popu- 
` dation be brought to-rally in support of the most 
violent and dangerous schemes? i 

But, suppose it to. be-true, as alleged, that most 
or all of these violent demonstrations are to be as- 
cribed to party interests and views; to the irregu- 
lar wicked passions ; to the unbridled ambition of 
political aspirants; still are not these the great el- 
ements of mischief, the most potent elements of 
discord, dissatisfaction, and convulsion in all free 
Governments; and is it no part of the duties of a 
wise statesman in. this country to give his atten- 
tion seriously to these sources of danger to. the 
Republic ?, And when, to the potency of these 
elements of power in an attempt (as it may be so) 
to overturn the Government, you superadd a deep 
sense of wrong and injury, diffused among a nu- 
merous class, embracing extensive sections, popu- 
lous and powerful States, can you still say that it 
is no part of wisdom to give any serious or grave 
consideration to these combined influences? Will 
you still compose your minds to the belief that 
these demonstrations are not to be regarded, be- 
cause the causes which produced them are suchas 
you do not and cannot respect? 

Mr. President, I have heard it suggested that 
this controversy has been provoked by the South, 
in their mad passion for war and conquest. Sup- 
pose it is true. Is thata reason why this Union 
should be put in jeopardy, on a feeling of resent- | 
ment or a principle of retaliation? Forbid it, 
every consideration connected with the interest į 
and destiny of this great country. And let me 
say, too, that the North must bear a large share 
of the responsibility of bringing this condition of 
things upon the country; for it was by northern 
votes, by northern support, that the war was 
brought on out of which these new acquisitions || 
were made, It was in good part by northern sup- | 
port, and countenance that these acquisitions of 
new territory were insisted on and effected. i 
Will they now desert their brethern and allies of 
the South, and say they will not come to their re- 
lief in this fearful exigency produced by their 
joint counsel and united efforts. 

- Mr. President, the main pillar upon which the 

Union rests for its preservation has its foundation 
‘in the mutual confidence, the ties of reciprocal 

interest, and fraternal regard between its differ- 

ent members and sections. These have been the | 
essential elements of that noble sentiment of loy- 
alty to the Union which has hitherto preserved it 
unscathed and unhurt amid all the storms that 
have assailed it. Let this sentiment of loyalty be 
once materially impaired; let this cord, strong as 
it may be, yet of the finest and most delicate tex- | 
ture, and now strained to the highest point of ten- 
sion, by any untoward act of violence or rash 
policy be snapped—its grappling on the hearts of 
the people in any of their great sectional divisions 
unloosed and broken—from that moment, sir, the 
question of the preservation or of the desteuction 
of the Union will cease to inspire a rational inter- 
est. If it is preserved, its existence will be nom- |i 
inal; its blessings and advantages a mockery. 
How long is it since we have seen a mere handful 
of men—1 will not call them factionists in an 


; Ate s | 
offensive sense, but in the legitimate sense—m the |, 
f 


House of Representatives, interposing between 
the two great and legitimate parties of the country, 
and preventing the organization of the House, and 
delaying the whole business of legislation for an | 
entire month? Let such a spirit as that be once | 
diffused among the Representatives of nearly half | 
the Union, and your Government is as effectually | 
paralyzed and defeated of its object-as though this | 
Union were, in terms dissolved. | 
I have heard other remedies, 
will not say what, alluded to in private conversa- | 
tion, for the preservation of the Union—alluded to,T | 
think, upon no great consideration. But, sir, this 
Union can never be preserved by enforced obser- ' 
vance of its obligations. Your army and navy | 
are not competent to it under circumstances of peril 
like the present. No, sir, this Union cannot be | 
preserved by all the sacred associations or, tradi- | 


nor by a regard to obligations contracted in the 
most solemn and imposing forms, and attested by 
the most venerated names; nor by glory won 


H| States by the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, lying west of said 


| 

H 

| 

| 

tionary references derived from its early bistory; | 
i 

H 


under a common banner; nor bya world-wild fame 

nor by.all these united, if, by any.act.or scheme 
of policy deliberately planned, any. great principle 
of common and equal justice as between the differ- 
ent-sections of the Union should be wantonly arid. 
flagrantly violated. f oe n 

Mr. President, I purpose at this time to say no 
more upon this subject. I beg pardon of the Sen- 
ator from Texas [Mr. Rusx] for having trespassed 
so. long upon his courtesy, and of the Senate for 
having taxed their patience. I’propose that these į 
resolutions be laid upon the table, and that they 
be printed. Whether I shall move the further 
consideration of them at any future time will not 
depend upon me so much as upon the favor with 
which the Senate may be disposed to regard 
them. 

The resolutions were then sent to the Secre- 
tary’s desk, and were ordered to be printed, as 
follows: 

Whereas considerations of the highest interest to the 
whole country demand that the existing and increasing dis- 
sensions between the North aud the South on the subject of 
slavery should be speedily arrested, and that the questions 
in controversy be adjusted upon some basis which shail 
tend to give present quiet, repress sectional animosities, re- 
move, as far as possible, the causes of future discord, and 
secure the uninterrupted enjoyment of those benefits and 
advantages which the Union was intended to confer in 
equal measure upon all its 1embers : ‘ 

‘And whereas, itis manifest, under present circumstances, 
that no adjustment can be effected of the points of differ- 
ence unhappily existing between the northern and southern 
sections of the Union connected with the subject of slavery 
which shall secure to either section all that is contended 
for, and that mutual concession upon questions of mere 
policy, not involving the violation of any constitutional 
right or principle, must be the basis of every project afford- 
ing any assurance of a favorable acceptance : 

‘And whereas the joint resolution for annexing Texas to 
the United States, approved March 1, 1845, contains the fol- 
lowing condition and guarantee, that is to say: “ New States 
í of convenient size, not exceeding four in number, in ad- 
c dition to said State of Texas, and having safficient popu- 
«lation, may hereafter, by the consent of said State, be 
< formed out of the territory thereof, which shall be en- 
‘titled to admission under tbe provisions of the Federal 
¢ Constitution; and such States as may be formed out of 
‘that portion of said territory lying south of 36 degress 30 | 
¢ minutes north latitude, commonly. known as the Missouri 
© compromise linc, shall be admitted into the Union with or 
¢ without slavery, as the people of each State asking ad- 
¢ mission may desire ; and in such State or States as shall | 
c be formed out of said territory north of said Missouri com- 
¢ promise line slavery or involuntary servitude (except for | 
© crime) shall be prohibited :”? Therefore— 


lature, signify. their assent by restricting the limits thereof 
within the territory lying east of the Trinity and south of | 
the Red river, and when the people of the residue of the 
territory claimed by Texas, lying south of the 34th degree 
of north latitude and west of the ‘Trinity, shall, with the as- 
sent of Texas, adopt a constitution republican in form, they 
be admitted into the Union upon an equal footing in all re- 
specis with the original States. 

2. Resolved, That if Texas shall agree to cede, the United 
States will accept a cession of all the unappropriated domain 
in all the territory claimed by Texas lying west of the Col- į 
orado, and extending north of the 42d parallel of north 
latitude, and to pay therefor a sum not exceeding —— 


tinguishment of any portion of the existing public debt of 
Texas, for the discharge of which the United States are 
under any obligations, implicd or otherwise, and the re- 
mainder as Texas shail require. | 
3. Resolved, That when the population of that portion of | 


allel of north latitude and west of the Colorado, shall be 
last preceding apportionment, according to the provisions of 


the constitution; and the people of such territory shall, | 
with the assent of the new State contemplated in the pre- | 


1. Resolved, That the obligation 10 comply with the con- j; 
dition and guarantce above recited in good faith be distinctly h 
„recognised, and that in part compliance with the same, as | 
“Soon as the people of Texas shall, by an act of their Legis- 


the territory claimed by ‘Texas, lying south of the 34th par- i! 


i 
A A . { 

equal to the ratio of representation in Congress, under the H 
| 

| 

i 

| 

| 


tutions by the inhabitants of -the Territories of.the Ü 
States he refulated bylaw, ahd that no such constitution 
be hereafter forined® or atlopted® by the inhabitants: of: any 
tertitory belonging to ihe United States wihhout-tbe con-: 
sént and authority. of Congress: Poi ge E ao 

8. Resolved, That-the inhabitants. of any territory-of- the, 
i United States, when they shall be authorized. by Congress 
~to form a State constitution, shall have the sole and exclu- 


State policy, of whatever nature. they may. be, :contrélle 
only by the restrictions expressly imposed. bythe Constit 
tion of the United States. S sey 5 
9: Resolved, That the Committee on Territories he: in~ 
structed to report a bill in conformity with the spirit'and 
principles of the foregoing resolutions. $ ; 


ADMISSION OF CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. HAMLIN. With the consent of thè Sen- 
ator from Texas, [Mr. Rusx,] I move that ‘the 
Senate proceed to the consideration of the Presi- 
dent’s message on the subject of California. “I do 
it only for the purpose of assigning a day for ita 
consideration. ` 

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, I have a sug- 
gestion to offer, which I might as well make now 
asat any other time. Irise, on the part of my 
colleast, to make a request of the Senate, thathe 
shall be allowed an opportunity, at one o’clock on 
Monday next, to present his views to the Senate 
on the resolutions of the Senator from Kentucky, 
{Mr. Cuay,] which I believe were made the special 
order for to-day. He has been affected for some 
time by the cold weather of the season; and within 
the last few days has greatly recovered, though, 
in the estimation of his friends, it has not been 
thought advisable that he should attempt to deliver. 
his views in the Senate, and he has therefore re- 
quested me to ask the Senate to allow him—he of 
course being present—the privilege of having his 
remarks read by some friend at that hour. With 
these remarks—— 

Mr. DICKINSON. No motion is required; the 
mere request is enough. 


Mr. BUTLER. Very well, I am satisfied if 


| such shall be considered the general understanding 


of the Senate. 

Mr. CLAY. I rise to express my hearty con- 
currence in the suggestion, and ] hope that, with- 
out its being necessary to make an entry of the 
| fact on the journals, it will be unanimously consid- 
| ered that the request of the eminent and: distin- 
| guished Senator, whose absence from the Senate is 
cause of the most unfeigned regret, is at once ac- 
corded. It requires no entry on the journals. 


| Mr. KING. Ltrust the simple suggestion will 
|| be considered as sufficient, and that no formal mo- 


| tion will-be required to go on the journal. There 
can be no doubt the Senate will hear with great 
pleasure the views of the distinguished Senator, 
whether read by his colleague or.delivered by him- - 
self. I hope the Senator will have the power to 
be present himself; but if not, then 1 am willing, 
as is no doubt the Senate, that some friend shall 

i read his views for him, even if heis not present. 
Mr. CLAY. Undoubtedly. 


millions of dollars, to be applied in the first place to the ex- | The mouon of Mr. Hamuin to postpone the fur- 


| ther consideration of the President’s message on 
the subject of California until Tuesday next was 
then agreed to. t 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
| of the compromise resolations of the Senator from 
Kentucky, (Mr. CLAY.) 

Mr. WALKER. Before the Senator from 
Texas takes the floor, I wish, as [understand itis 


ceding resolution, have adopted a State constitution, repub- 
Tican in form, they be admitted into the Union as a State 
upon an equal footing with the original States, 

4. Resolved, That all the territory now claimed by Texas, | 
lying north of the 34ih parallel of north latitude, and whieh | 
may be ceded to the United States by Texas, be incorporated | 
with the territory of New Mexico, except such part thereof | 
as lies east of the Rio Grande and south of the 34th parallel i 
of north latitude, and that the territory so composed forma į 
State, to be admitted into the Union when the inhabitants 
thereof shal) adopt a constitution, republican in form, with 
the consent of Congress; bit in the meantime, and until 
Congress shall give such consent, provision be made for the 
government of the inhabitants of said Territory, suitable to 
their condition, hut without any restriction as to slavery. 

5. Resolved, That all the territory ceded to the United 


| 
i 


‘erritory of New Mexico and east of the contemplated new 
State of California, for the present cortinue one Territory, 
and for which some form of government suitable to the con- 
dition of the inhabitants be provided without any restriction 
as to slavery. 

6. Resolved, That the constitution recently formed by the 
people of the western portion of California, and presented 
to Congress by the President on the 13th day of February, 
1850, he accepted, and that they be admitted into the Union 
asa State upon an equal footing in all respects with the 
| original States. 
7. Resolved, 


‘That in future the formation of State consti- 


oad 


| his intention to speak to the resolutions generally, 
| to offer an amendment to the second resolution of 
| the Senator from Kentucky. 
| Mr. RUSK. Ihave no objection to yield the 
| floor for that, purpose merely. [His speech will 
| be found in the Appendix.) wah Fata EE 
| Mr. WALKER. 1 have no disposition to 0C- 
i cupy it, except to offer an amendment’ to’ the 
| second resolution of the Senator from Kentucky, 
to which I will call his attention. T- propose to 
amend the second resolution” by inserting the 
words ‘but has been abolished and prohibited to- 
cether with the slave trade, "after the word “law,” 
R by striking out the word ‘igs? 
1,7 inthe same lines by striking 
| out the words “ likely to” in the first and secon 
i| line, and by inserting after the word ‘* Mexico,” 
| in the third line, the words *‘ without positive en- 
‘| actments;”’ so. that, thus amended, the resolution 
| will read as follows: 
i “Resolved, ‘That as slavery docs not exist by law, but has 
been abolished and prohibited, together with the sluve trade, 
| and cannot (is not likely to) be_ introduced into any of the 


|! in the first line; 
| and inserting “can, 


i 


sive power to regulate And adjust a! questions “of internat: 
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territory acquired by the United ‘States from.the Republic of 
Mexico: without positive enactments; it:is inexpedient for 
Congressto provide by law either for its introduction into, 
or exclusion from, any partof the said territory,” &c. 

“Mr.. RUSK. then resumed, and concluded the. 
speech which he commenced yesterday. 

a Mr: WALKER. I propose that the amend- 
ment which I submitted this morning “be: printed, | 
and I will then. move to postpone the further con- 
sideration of the resolutions until to-morrow. 

Mr. HALE. I-want:to ask the attention of the 
honorable Senator from Texas for. one moment. 
Llistened to his remarks witha great deal of pleas- 
ure, but I want. to correct a statement made by 
him.in regard to a matter of history. The Senator 
spoke ofa certain hobby. Isuppose he alluded 
to the Wilmot proviso, upon which, he said indi- 
viduals had ridden into Congress. I will inform 
the Senator, so far as so humble an individual as 
myself is concerned, that 1 was elected to Con- 
gress some twelve months before the introduction 
of that proviso. The Senator will percei vy there- 
fore, that J, at least, have not ridden into Con- 
gress upon that ‘* hobby.” 

Mr. RUSK. The honorable Senator mistakes 
me if he supposes that I said he rode into Congress 
upon the Wilmot proviso. I said it was a Sena- 
torial hobby. Iam willing to give the Senatar 
from New Hampshire credit for coming in on foot, 
and I hope he will keep on foot. (Laughter.] 

The motion to print and to postpone was agreed 
to. ‘ = 

Mr. BADGER suggested that it would be ne- 
cessary to have an Executive session to-morrow, 
and he hoped the Senate would meet to-morrow 
with the understanding that there should be an 
Executive session. 

Mr. BORLAND remarked that, on the part of 
the Military Committee, he joined with the hon- 
orable Sena’or from North Carolina in the hope 
that to-morrow would be devoted to Executive 
business, 

On motion the Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frinay, March 1, 1850. . 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


-Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, asked that 
the House would proceed to dispose of the busi- 
ness on the Speaker’s table. 


use or benefit to the hemp: srowers of this coun 
try, it. should be passéd immediately, or the time 


induced to prepare.the year’s crop for the market. 
The quality of the hemp, he said, was.not so 
much determined by the growth of the staple as 
by the manner of preparing it, and now was the 
time when the preparation was going on for the 
market of the last year’s crop. ` If this encourage- 
mënt was not held out to the farmers, they would 
not prepare it for the navy; for they would not 
incur the expense and trouble of water-rotting the 
article, when, under the present system, they can 
only command a dew-rotted price. ; 

Within the next four months the hemp would 
be prepared and marketed; a period within which 
this resolution would never be heard of if commit- 
ted at all. And if committed to await the action 
of the House upon the controverted points between 
applicants for contracts and the Navy Department, 
he hazarded but little in the prediction that it 
would never be reached; so that to commit it was 
to destroy it, as far as this year’s operations were 
concerned, and he wished the vote to be regarded 
as a test whether the House intended to open the 
market to the producers or close it for the benefit 
| of monopolists. Whether they intended that the 
department should take it in such quantities as 
the farmers prepared for the market, or force them 
| to give out the whole contract to one or a few men, 
| who neither sowed nor reaped yet flourished on the 

profits. i 

Mr. B. said it was utterly ridiculous to tell him 
that this resolution had”anything to do with the 
contest abont the Billings bid for the contract; 
and the gentlemen cut the throat of their own argu- 
ment when they told them that they only designed 
to force the contract to the extent of three hundred 
tons—only one-half the amount of the annual con- 
| sumption. Then why not let the producers have 
the benefit of the resolution for an open market 
and free trade for the balance of the amount con- 
| sumed? The Secretary could take no more in 
open market than the surplus needed, afier obey- 
ing the iron rule of the committee to force him to 
contract with specific individuals. 

If it be true, he said, that they only design to 
force the department to take one half from one 
person, why the objection to this resolution for 
the balance—in favor of an open market for those 


The SPEAKER said unanimous consent would 
be required. 

Mr. WALLACE called for the regular order of 
business. 

Mr. TIIOMPSON said he would limit his re- 
quest to Senate bills on the Spcaker’s table. A few 


who produced the article from the soil by their 
own labor? He vould not regard this argument 
as offered in sincerity, as the resolutions bore no 
relation to the subject with which they were at- 
tempted to be connected. It was simply an in- 


genious method of getting them into bad company, 


minutes only would be required to take up and re- 
fer them to the appropriate committees. 
Mr. WALLACE insisted on the regular order 
of business, i 
So the motion of Mr. Tuompson was not enter- 
tained. 
AMERICAN HEMP. 


The SPEAKER announced the business first in 
order during the morning hour to be the joint re- 
solution heretofore reported from the Committee 
on Naval Affairs, and the amendment thereto, in 
relation to the purchase of water-rotted hemp for 
the use of the Navy of the United States; the 
question immediately pending being on the mo- 
tion to refer the bill and amendment to the Com. 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BOWLIN was entitled to the floor, (in 
continuation of his remarks of yesterday,) which 
he now concluded, as follows: 

Mr. BOWLIWN said, that at the time of the in- 
terruption, to change the order of business yes- 
terday, he was endeavoring to get back to the 
original question before the House involved under 
this resolution, He was not responsible for the 
departures, as he had only followed gentlemen op- 
» posed to the resolution, who had thought proper 
to introduce extraneous matter—associated with a 
pretence of individual right—to embarrass the | 
action of the House upon the qnestion before 
them, But, whatever had been the course of the 
debate heretofore, he intended now to confine him- | 
self, in what he had to say, 
of committal, and 
to be obtained. 

To commit this res 
stroy it as to all the 
designed by its friends 


i 


its effect upon the object sought 


olution, sir, would be to de- 
purposes for which it was 
- If it was to be of any 


| of the demands of the service. 
| 


strietly to the subject || 


in order that they might be killed for being found 
there. It wasa kind of flank movement, to arrest 
the progress of an open market and free-trade sys- 
tem without openly supporting a monstrous system 
of monopoly, at the expense of the hemp grower. 
Although the projectors of this scheme of making 
| the Government give a monopoly of the hemp 
; Market, to favorite pets, at the expense of the pro- 
ducers, might not have to face a hemp-growing 
constituency, yet it would be right awkward to 
face any constituency with a perfectly open hand. 
Hence they heard so much about the law, and. 
the rights of contractors,—or rather scekers of con- 
tracts, upon a resolution, the whole spirit of which 
was to make the Secretary of the Navy purchase 
in open market, from the farmer, the remnant he 
might want after satisfying all legitimate demands 
to a monopoly in the trade. : 

The friends of this resolution had no objections 
to the Secretary satisfying all legal obligations | 
upon him, even to the extent of supporting for a 
time a perfect monopoly; but they did not intend, 
if they could help it, that he should go any fur- 
| ther. They intended him to stop there—precisely 
where his legal obligations stopped; and in the 
future to interpose no intermediate contractor, | 
whose profits were nearly equal to the amount of 
| his outlay in purchases, and thus make the Secre- | 
tary, in open market, under free competition, pay | 
the farmer directly for his produce, to the extent 
This was all they 
y, that the resolu- 
en this system of | 
and the producer | 
s labor, but not 
sfied—if any such 


wanted, and he was free to sa 
tion did look to the period wh 
monopoly would be broken up, 
would reap the full profit of hi 
until all legal obligations were sati 
existed—so that these 


| 
| 
| 


pretended sticklers for legal 


obligations need have no alarms, ‘This legal right 


would have gone by when the farmers might be |} 


é 


to monopolize the hemp trade of the West, the 
House would look into when it came up. for con- 
sideration. -At present it was not before them in 
any other light than as it was dragged into this 
debate, to produce confusion over a very plain 
and simple proposition to make the Secretary buy 
in open market under a free competition, 

One word now, he said, as to the proposition to. 
increase thé test from forty-two to forty-four 
hundred: pounds, as proposed by the gentleman 
from Maine, (Mr..Gerry.}] dlt was certainly 
very flattering to the pride of our farmers to tell 
them they could beat the world in the production 
of this staple; yet it was that kind of compliment 
that did not line the pockets. And when thé gen- 
tleman supposed that flattery would sugar the 
| pill, and render the dose palatable, he could only 
tell him that he had made a most egregious mis- 
| take. Why raise the test? Who demanded it? 
| What was the object? He thought he could tell 
them. To encourage hemp-growers to water- 
rot their hemp, and prepare it for the navy, to be 
purchased in such quantities as they might pro- 
duce, was yet, to some extent, an experiment. 
| And to put them to an extreme test—beyond the 
| requirements of their own havy—or the navies 
| of the civilized world—might serve to defeat the 
effort, and throw the navy back to the old sys- 
tem of monopoly. That was the only inference 
he could draw from the proposition. 

Mr. B. again asked who demanded this change 
in the test? Not the navy. He had himself 
called upon the Secretary to know if this increase 
of test was demanded by the department, or was 
necessary, and that officer had frankly told him 
that nt was neither demanded nor necessary. 
That the present. test was abundantly sufficient; 
that it had proved so in other navies, as well as in 
our own, and that there was no kind of ne- 
cessity for it. They neither asked it, nor wanted 
it. Who did want it, then, heasked? He thought 
‘| he could tell. It was the monopolists who wanted 
it; and the monopolists alone, to break down the * 
producer. They had had the monopoly in the 
foreign trade, and finding the spirit of the age 
was to use ‘our own staple, they wanted to lay 
their grappling irons upon it, and drive the farmer 
out of the contest. f 

There was another curious fact about this mat- 
ter, to which he desired to invite the attention of 
the House; and that was, the locality of the gen- 
tlemen who were so very anxious to take the 
interest of the western hemp grower under their 
especial care and keéping. And first, sir, of the 
i gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Stanron,] he is 
from the cotton region: and if he had made an 
argument to subsidize the cotton planter and cot- 
ton interest, to keep up a monopoly upon the arti- 
cle in the hands of one man, he should have 
rlistened to him with much more profound atten- 
tion—supposing he was speaking for his constit- 

uents, and advocating their wishes. ‘The gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Srrone,] from the 
iron and coal Siate, asks protection to the labor 
of hi$ people, whilst he would deny the western 
| furmer an opén market and fair competition opor 
| the products of his labor. He would give the 
market to one man, and let him take care of the 
hemp growing interest. This was consistency. 
The hemp grower asked no protection; he only 
asked a free market against the world; and 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania cannot even 
allow them this, unless he yields the profit of 
his labor to an intermediate contractor. And 
the gentleman from Maine [Mr. Grrry]—the 
land of fishing bounties and drawbacks—where.- 
to support their labor they must needs tax 
j his (Mr. B.’s) constituents,—could not think of 
letting the Western farmer have an open market 
and free trade upon the products of his own labor; 
aE must needs devote him to the spirit of monop- 
oly. 

Sir, (said Mr. B.,) was itnota little curious, what 
anxiety these gentlemen showed to take care of 
the interest of the hemp growers? lt might be 
true, sir, that they did not study their interests 
quite as closely, perhaps, as the constituents of the 
gentlemen from Maine and Pennsylvania, but any 
school boy amongst them could figure ourthe sum 
of their loss, when. you monopolized the market 
for their produce, and give to the speculator nearly 
double what he in his generosity gave to them, 
They could figure out that sum pretty clearly—aa 
they would demonstrate after the census of 1850, 


m 


1850. 


Push on your schemes of a five years’ monopoly 
of the whole naval market for hemip—they. would 
be of short duration. If the West. could® not. be 
left alone in her great staple, she might, in turn, 
direct her attention to drawbacks and fishing boun- 
ties. 4 

Mr. MARSHALL rose to offer. some remarks, 
but yielded the floor for:an explanation. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, rose and said, 
I desire to Shy, with the permission of my col- 
league, [Mr. Marswatu,] before he proceeds, that 
I hold in my hand the report of the Secretary 
of the Navy,- furnished this House some time 
since, upon this subject; and that: report shows 
that of the eighty-eight tests of the strength of 
American’ -water-rotted hemp made at Charles- 
town, although many went above ‘the. present 
standard, but nine came.up to the increased stand- 
ard proposed by the amendment of the gentleman 
from’ Maine. ~ i 

Mr. MARSHALL then addressed the House 
in remarks of very considerable length, (the pub- 
lication of which is necessarily deferred for the 
Appendix.) : Ae 

Mr. INGE rose to inquire of the Speaker what 
‘would be the effect of the previous question? ` 

The SPEAKER explained what the effect would 
be, but subsequently modified the statement as 
hereafter mentioned. 

Mr. INGE demanded the previous question. 
© Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, asked Mr. I. 
to waive the,motion to enable him (Mr. S.) to say 
a few words. oa 

Mr. BOCOCK made a similar request, with a 
view of the admission of certain amendments. 

Mr. INGE adhered to his motion. 

Some conversation followed on points of 
order, in which Messrs. THOMPSON of Mis- 
sissippi, MARSHALL, INGE, BOWLIN, and 
the SPEAKER participated. . 

The SPEAKER then stated that the effect of 
the previous qyestion would be.as follows: where 
an amendment has: been reported from a commit- 
tee, (as in the present case,) and a motion to com- 
mit is pending, the effect of the previous questiorw 
would be, first, to bring the House to a vote upon 
the amendment reported by the committee, and 
then upon the motion to refer. The effect, there- 
fore, of the previous question in the present case 
will be to bring the House to a vote on the amend- 
ment offered, under instructions from the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, by the gentleman from 
Maine, [Mr. Gerry;] and afterwards, whether 
the amendment is agreed to or not, on the motion 
to commit. If the motion to refer should fail, 
then the question will be on ordering the joint res- 
olution to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The question was then taken, ‘* Will the House 
second the demand for the previous question?” 
and was decided in the negative without a division. 

So there was no second. : 

The question then again recurring on the mo- 
tion to commit the bill and amendment to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union— 

Mr, STANTON, of Tennessee, said, tha®much 
of what had been said-by the gentleman from Ken- 
tacky, (Mr. Mansnatt,] as well as by the gen- 
tleman from Missouri, [Mr. Bowxry,] must have 
been addressed, as he should show the House, to 
that very respectable auditory usually known as 
Buncombe. A great deal had been said about a 
monopoly in this matter. He proceeded to show 
that the charge was unfounded, and to argue that 
the contract system was the best system by which 
the Government could obtain hemp of the requisite 
quality. If it were bought in open market, in 
small quantities from the farmers, it would not be 
of the quality required. He referred to the fact 
stated by the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. 
Sranron,] that out of fifty six parcels furnished, 
only nine answered the increased test proposed, 
and stated that of fourteen parcels furnished by 
Mr. Billings, some run up as high as 5,400 
pounds, while all were above the test required by 
the Government. The reason of this he explained 
to be, that Billings prepared his hemp by a new 
and peculiar process, which enabled him to furnish 
hemp superior to mast American hemp not only, 
put to all the foreign hempheretofore purchased by 
the Government. Farmers furnishing it in small 
parcels could not prepare it by this new process 
as cheaply, and so as to answer as high a test. 

Mr. MOREHEAD inquired of Mr. STANTON 
the reason why, if the hemp furnished by Mr. 


| 


Billings were so superior to’ all other hemp, he 
was afraid to meet the producers in fair. compe- 
| tition’inthe open market? _ fe oe 
Mr. STANTON said the question was very- 
easily answered. Mr. Billings had already come 
in competition, in the fairest possible mode, with 
all the world. The bids for the contract were not 
limited to any amounts under the advertisement 
they could be made for ten, twenty, fifty, or any 
number of ..tons, up to six hundred. Mr. Bil- 
lings had bid for the. whole: amount, and at the 
lowest price, and had thus been placed in compe- 
tition with the whole world. . 

This resolution, if passed, he contended, would 
not benefit the constituents of the gentleman froma 
Kentucky or of thegentleman from Missouri. This 
system had been ‘tried, and found inefficient.” The 
true reason why American hemp had not been 
used in the navy was, because the American farm- 
ers had not understood the mode of properly 
preparing water-rotted hemp. The inducement of 
a large contract was necessary to bring individuals 
to embark in the business, and prepare the hemp 
on scientific principles, so as to bear the test re- 
quired. . 

In reply to an inquiry of Mr. MCCLERNAND, 

Mr. STANTON said that $241 was the average 

*price which had been paid for the last five years 
for foreign hemp. What the material was worth 
in its raw state he did not know. But that was 
an inquiry of no importance whatever. 

Mr. MARSHALL inquired if the gentleman 
knew the price which the farmer received for the 
water-rotted hemp? “9 

Mr. STANTON replied in the negative. 

Mr. MARSHALL said §225; while under the 
contract system the Government had to pay about 

240. : 
$ Mr. STANTON said: No, the average paid 
by the Government to this contractor was but 
$217 97. 

He proceeded to say that experience showed, 
if the Secretary were turned into open market, 
the experiment of purchasing from the farmers in 
small quantities would prove unsuccessful, as it 
had heretofore proved, and then he would go to 
Boston and buy the foreign article, or enter into 
some other contract similar to this, 

In reference to raising the standard from 4,200 
to 4,400 pounds he was not particular; it was a 
suggestion of the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. 
Gerry, j) not of his. But it was well known that 
very frequently the safety of a ship depended upon 
the strength of a single rope. It was, therefore, . 
of the utmost importance that the hemp furnished 
the navy bear as high a test as possible. He ex- 
pressed surprise at the gentleman from Kentucky 
arguing against raising the test. The height of 
the test which hemp would bear did not depend, 
as some gentlemen seemed to think, upon the lo- 
cality in which it grew, or upon the character of 
the land, but upon the mode of preparing it—upon 
the process by which it was brought into the 
state to be twisted into ropes. Now the peculiar 
process adopted by this contractor showed, what 
he would Jike to state to the House, that western 
hemp might be brought up nearly to 6,000 pounds 
upon arope one and three-fourths inches in cir- 
cumference. He thought, therefore, that gentle- 
men should not object to raising it fron 4,200 to 
4,400 pounds. His object in advocating it was to 
favor the American hemp, believing that it would 


| bear the increased standard, while the foreign 
i article generally would not. 


In regard to Mr. Billings’s contract, he (Mr. S.) 
felt very little interest whether it was adopted and 
enforced by the House or not. His application 
having been referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, and they required to report upon it, had 
reported favorably; believing Mr. Billings, under 
the advertisement of the Secretary of the Navy, to 
have been the lowest bidder, and therefore entitled 


| tothe contract. He was perfectly well satisfied that | 
whether the House gave the contract to Mr. Bil- 


lings or not, somebody would get it, and perhaps 
it would be then Tod & Crittenden, (a son of John 
J. Grittenden,) whose bid had come within $1 58 
of Mr. Billings’s—upon which the Attorney Gen- 


eral had entered into a minute calculation, or rather ! 


a guess, that if the interest were added to the price 


stated by Billings, it would make it higher than | 
But he (the Attorney | 


the bid of Mr. Crittenden. } 
General) was mistaken: for when the interest was 


added to Billings’s bid it was still lower than Crit- 


perhaps as largely inteyested’in the producti 
hemp as the constituents of any gentleman 
this floor. : But the object of the Government hi 
been, and he believed was, to gét that material 
in. sufficient quantity to supply the ase of. the 
navy, and in so doing, to ‘grant what incidental 
benefit they could to the farmer.: From the best 
examination which had been made in regard: to 
hemp, it had been proved, beyond the possibility 
of doubt, that Américan hemp, Kentucky hemp, 
Missouri hemp, Ilinois hemp, might be, could 
be, had been so manufactured as to stand a test 
even superior to the Russia imported hemp; 
surpassing it in durability, surpassing it in 
strength, and in all useful purposes for which it 
was demanded inthe Navy Department. The ques- 
tion nd came up for consideration. in this form. 
We. knew we must pay—according to the averave 
prices for the last five years—$241 per ton, We 
now paid this amount to foreigners or to importing 
merchants who speculated upon foreigners and 
upon the Government for. an article which, upon 
an inch and three-quarter rope, weighed “1,200 
pounds. The question now was, whether’ wë 
should continue to pay this ‘price for the foreign 
article of this quality, or pay the same price to 
the Kentuckian, the Misspurian, the. Illinoisian, 
or, in more general terms, to the American, for 
hemp which, upon the same sized rope, would 
stand the test of 4,400 pounds. This resolution 
presented this question ; 

Mr. CROWELL interposed, an@inquired if . 
the morning hour had not expired ? 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative, 

After some conversation, 

Mr. GREEN yielded the floor; and 

The resolution went over until to-morrow 
morning. 5 : 

Mr. CROWELL moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Vole on the. state 
of the Union. 


THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 


Mr. THOMAS rose and said that this was one 
of the days devoted by the rules of this House to 
‘the consideration of private business. A consid- 
erable portion of the session had passed away, 
and not one day had yet been given to billsof that 
character.. With a view to take up the private 
calendar, he moved that the House resolve itself 
into Committee of the Whole... * 

The SPEAKER said that, on private-bill: day, 
the motion first in order would bé the motion of. 
the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. igen oes 
that should be rejécted, the question would then 
be on the motion of the gentleman from Ohio, 
(Mr. CroweExt,] that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

And the question having been taken on the mo- 
tion of Mr. Tomas, and, by ayes. 78, noés 49, 
decided in the affirmative— > 

Toe House resolved: itself into Committee. of- 
the Whole, (Mr. McCLernanp in the Chair,). and 
proceeded to the consideration of bills on the pri- 
vate calendar, under the restrictions contained in 
the following rule, (numbered 30:) 

& On the first and fourth Friday of each month, the cal- 


endar of private bills shati be called over, (the chairman of 
the Committee of the Whole Honse commencing the call 


where he left off the previous day,) and the bills, to the 
p e of which no objection shall then be made, shall be 
first considered and disposed o1.” 


The following bills, to which no objection: was 
made, were ordered to be laid aside to be reported 
to the House, viz: : | tas 

A bill for the relief of William B. Crews; - 

A. bill for the relief of Charles Ahrenfeldt and 
John F. H. Voght; É : : 

A bill for the relief of William: Paddy; 

A bill for the relief of Gideon Walker; 

A bill for the relief of Jesse Sutton; l 

‘A bill for the relief of E: Pavénstadt and F. A. 
Schumacher; : i 

A bill for the relief of Ferguson and Milhardo; 

A bill for the relief of Richard H. Barrett; 

A bill granting.a pension-to Avery Downer; 

A bill for the relief of Captain Henry F. Evans; 

A bill for the relief of George Cassady; 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin P. Smith; and 


“A bill for the relief of Lewis Hastings. 
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A bill for the relief of Joshua Follansbee 

B: Isherwood, and for other purposes. 

“[Mr. Hart objected. . The bill, he said, par- 
took of the ċharacter of a public bill. 

Mr. Tuomas moved that the bill be laid aside, 
tobe reported back to the House, with a recom- 
mendation, that it be committed to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. The 
motion prevailed.] oe 

“A. bill for. the relief of John Glenn, administra- 
tor-of Robert Barry, deceased, and Washington 
Hall. ` oe b 

`.. [Mr. Tuomas said since this bill had been. re- 
ported from the Committee on Claims, additional 
evidence had been laid beforethat committee. To 
give the bill the advantage of the new proof, he 
moved that it be laid aside, to. be reported back to 
the House, with a recommendation that it be re- 
committed to the Committee of Claims. Agreed 
to. 

f t bill for the relief of Samuel Dewey. 

{On motion by Mr. Bown, the billgwas so 
amended as to make the pension commerte from 
and after the 4th March, 1849, instead of 1840. 
The bill was then laid aside to be reported to the 
House.] ` 

The following bills were then taken up for con- 
sideration, but being objected to as indicated be- 
low, were laid aside under the rule, for future 
consideration, viz: £ 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Thomas Jett, deceased. [Objected to by Mr. 
Tuomrson of Mississippi.] 

A bill for the relief Hiram Moore and John 
Hascall. [Objected to by Mr. Carrer and Mr. 
Tuomas. ] 

A bill to gefund the fine imposed on the late Dr. 
Thomas Cooper, deceased, under the sedition 
Jaw, to his legal representatives. [Objected to by 
Mr, Evans of Maryland. He subsequently de- 
sired to withdraw his objection; but it was ruled 
out of order, on a point interposed by Mr. Roor.] 

A bill for the relief of the captors of the frigate 
Philadelphia. [Objected to by Mr. Dunnam. } 

A bill for the relief of Jobn Dickson, surviving 
artner of Lambda and Dickson. [Objected to by 
Ar. Carter. ] 

A bill for the relief of S. T. Nicoll and James 
Clinch, of the city of New York. . [Objected to by 
Mr. Tromas.] 

A bill for the relief of Brown and Tarbox. [Ob- 
jected to by Mr. Brown of Indiana.] 

A bill for the relief of James S. Graham and 
Walter H. Finnall. [Objected to by Mr. Hau. 
and Mr. Browny of Indiana.] 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Gen. Thomas 
Sumpter, late of South Carolina. 

[Mr. THOMAS moved to amend the bill by 
striking out the interest; and the question not 
being agreed to, Mr. B, objtcted to the further | 
consideration of the bill.] 

A hill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of John F. Stone. [Objected to by Mr, Carrer.] 


and 


A bill for the relief of the legal representatives |: 


of Willis Reddick, deceased. 
Tuomas.) 

A bill for the relief of John G. Wilkinson. 
(Objected to by Mr. Crowrtt.] 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin F. Wesley. 
[Objected to by Mr. Ca 
Indiana.} 

On motion the Committee then rose, and its |] 
Chairman reported to the House the bills which i 
received the favorable action of the Committee. | 
Then, 

On motion, it was agreed, ona vote by yeas and | 
rays, of 89 in the affirmative and 64 in the nega- 
tive, that when the House adjourns, it be till Mon- | 
day next. 

The House then adjourned till Monday next, at | 
twelve o’clock. i f 


[Objected to by Mr. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. TUCK gave notice that he would on to-morrow, or | 
gome other day, introduee a Dill to regulate the pay of cer- 
tain collectors, naval officers, and’ surveyors, of the cus- 
toms. 

Mr. YOUNG gave notice of his intention to introduce the 
following bill— 

“A bill granting the right of way through the public lands 
inthe State of Tilinois, to the “ Mississippi and Atlantic 
Railroad Company,” and for other purposes.” 


; PETITIONS, &e. 
The following memorials, petitions,’&c., were 


rrer and Mr. Brown of |; 


; per half ounce. 


presented under the rule 
propriate committees: 


By Mr. SCHOOLCRAFT: The petition of James Taylor 
and 107 other citizens of Albany, New York, praying Con- 
gress to reduce the rate of postage. :` i a 

Also, the petition of Wiliam Clark and 48 other citizens. 
of Fort Plain, Montgomery county, New York, for cheap- 
postage. 

Also, 
Agricultural Society, 


and referred to the ap- 


the. petition of the officers of the Otsego County 
for the reduction of the rate of postage. 
‘Also, the. petition of T. K. Terry.and 27 other citizens of, 
Coeynians, Albany county, New York, for cheap postage. 
-~ Also, the petition of W. E- Dixon and others, citizens of 
Esperance, Schoharie‘county, New York, for cheap postage. 
- Also, the petition of the teachers and. students of the 
Renselaerville Academy, New York, establishing the rate 
of- postage on prepaid letters al two cents per half ounce. 
By Mr. UNDERHILL: The petition of Sechureman Hal- 
stead and others, citizens of New York and Brooklyn, in 
favor of reducing postage for prepaid letters to two cents 


By Mr. BAY: A memorial of officers of the war with 
Mexico, asking bounty Jand. 

By Mr. THURMAN: The petition of Win. H. Myers & 
Co., and 58 other citizens of ihe county of Clinton, New 
York, asking for greater protection on iron imported into the 
United States. 

‘Also, the petition of Wm. H. Myers, and 26 others, citi- 
zens of Clinton county, New York, asking Congress to 
mwake the duty owiron specific. 

Ry Mr. BRIGGS: The petition of John F. Gray, and 40 
others, citizens of New York, praying Congress to establish 
the rates of postage on prepaid letters at two cents per half 
ounce. 

By Mr. AVERETT: The petition of Eady Tuck, with ac- 
eonpanying papers. Also, the petition of Archetaus Stoval..” 

By Mr. WALDO: The petition of S. B. Morley, and 122 
others, electors of West Hartford, Connecticut, asking for the 
abolition of the franking privilege and a uniform rate of 
postage at two cents per half ounce, 

hy Mr. LEFFLER: The petition of Henry F. Tracy and 
others, citizens of Jackson county, Iowa, praying the estab- 
lishment of a mnail-route fr& Bellevue, Jackson county, 
Towa, via Andrews, Canton, Scotch Grove, Edinburgh, Ana- 
mosa, to Independence, the county seat of Buchanan coun- 
ty, Iowa. 

Also, the petition o“ sundry citizens of Iowa city, praying 
the establishment of cheap postage. 

By Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania: The petition of 45 
citizens of Luzcme county, Pennsylvania, for the reduc- 
tion of postage to wo cents per halfounce on prepaid letters. 

Also, a petition of like import from 24 cilizens of Penn- 
sylvania. 

Also, a petition of like import from 17 members of the 
bar of Luzerne county, Pennsylvania. 

‘Also, a petition of like import from six clergymen of the 
same county. 

Also, four petitions from citizens of Pennsylvania, asking 
for the establishment of a post-route fram the borough of 
Tunckhannock, in Wyoming county, Pennsylvania, to Car- 
bondale, Luzerne county, via the Tunckhannock and Last 
Brauch creeks. 

By Mr. KING, of Massachusetts: The remonstrance of 
Stephen Driver, jr, and 32 others, of Salem; of Syivanus 
D. Shattuek and 132 others, .of Danvers; of C. Robinson 
and JOL others, of Lynn; of William F. Haskell and 21 
others, of Marblehead, agaiast any special act making more 
valuable to Thomas Blanchard his patent selftdirecting ma- 
ehiue. | 

Also, the remonstrance of Henry F. Lee and 63 others, 
citizens of Manchester, against tbe renewal of Wood- 
wortl?s patent planing- machine, 

Also, the petition of Moses H. Wilder and 32 others, of 
Salem, and of many others, for cheap postage: 

By Mr. HENTER: The petition of John Cope and 16 
others, citizens of Harrison county, Ohio, praying that the 
publie Jands may he free from traffic, and that the same 
may he given in small lots to actual settlers who bave no 
other lands. 

By Mr. GERRY: The petition of Joseph G. Cole and 16 
others, citizens of the town of Paris. ` 

Also, tbe petition of Jason V. Langdon and, others, 
citizens of the town of Kennebunk. 

Also, the petition of S. S. Fairfield, and a large number 


| Mr. YOUNG presented the memorial of- Wm. B. Archer 
and 71 others, delegates to a convention held at Vandalia, in 
the State of Illinois, asking the right of way through the pub- 
lie lands in said State, to the “ Mississippi and Adantic Rail- 
road Company,” to construct a railroad through the same, 
with a srant of land to aid in the construction of said road. 

By Mr. REED: ‘The. memorial of John Grayson ands 
otherg, officers and soldiers of the war of 1812, praying 
bounty land. 

On motion by Mr. MILLSON, 

The petition and papers of Major Edward H. Fitzgerald 
were taken from the files of the House and referred to the 
Committee on Claims. æ 
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Mr. WALKER presented the petition of settlers 
on the lands purchased of the Menomonee Indians 
in 1848, praying the right of preémption; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. W.: also presented the memorial of the 
Legislature of Wisconsin, asking that the mail- 
route from Milwaukee be made a tri-weekly route; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. W. also presented the memorial of the 
Legislature of Wisconsin, asking that land may 
be granted to the officers and soldiers of the war 
of 1812; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Public Lands. 

Mr. W. further presented a memorial of the 
Legislature of Wisconsin, asking a grant of land 
for the improvement of the Fox and Wisconsin 
rivers; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Public Lands. 

Mr. W. also presented a memorial of the Le- 
gislature of Wisconsin, asking that measures may 
be taken to procure the free navigation of the 
| river St. Lawrence; which was referred to the 
| Committee on Commerce. 

On motion by Mr. W., these several memorials 
were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented a petition of cit- 
izens of Livingston county, New York, in favor 


i 
j 


|| ofa reduction of the rates of postage; which was 


referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 
* Mr. D. also presented a petition of citizens of 
New York, remonstrating against the further ex- 
tension’of Blanchard’s patent; which was laid on 
the table, a bill in the case having already been 
reported. 

Mr. CORWIN presented a memorial of the 
Wyandot nation of Indians, asking indemnity 
| for the non-fulfillment of the stipulations con- 
tained in the fifth article of the treaty of 1842 
with said Indians; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. MILLER presented a joint resolution 
j passed by the Legislature of New Jersey, in 
favor of the setting apart of a portion of territory 
for the permanent home of the various Indian 
tribes; which was referred to the Committee on 
| Indian Affairs. 

Mr. M. also presented a petition of citizens of 
New Jersey, in favor of a reduction of the rates 
| of postage; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presented a 


of others. citizens of the town of Biddeford, all from the 
State af Maine, and praying for the reduction of the present 
rate of postage. 

Also, the petition of Samuel Smith, of Waterboro’ 

Also, the petition of John Pearl, of Paster, in the State 
of Maine, praying for arrearages for pension, 

Also, the petition of Patience Eldan, widow of the late 
Silas C. Eldan, of the State of Maine, praying fora pension, 

Also, the petition of Thomas R. Abrahams and many 
others, asking permission to build a bridge from Seavey’s 
Island, near the Navy Yard at Kittery, in the State of Maine, 
to a landing on the horder of said yard. 

Ry Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of Collin An- 
drews for a pension. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Sodus, Wayne county, 
New York. for two cent postage. 

By Mr. FULLER: The remonstrance of James S. Hall | 
and 70 others, shoe dealers and shoeniakers, of the county | 
of Washington, against granting to Thomas Blanchard any 
special act either directly or indirectly rendering his patent 
more valuable. $ 

Iso, the remonstrance of David W. Campbell and 30 
others, citizens of Washington county, Maine, against any 
further Jegislation by Congress to protect William Wood- 
worth’s patent planing-machine. 

Also, the petition of Robert Ramsey, of Charlotte, county 
of Washington, and State of Maine, with the accompany- 
ing papers, for increase of pension. 

Ry Mr. REED: The memorial of Major Logan and others, | 
officers and soldiers of the war of 1812, praying bounty land. | 


By Mr. HALLOWAY: The petition of M. J. Myers, 
Presid: nt of the Merchants’ Bank of Poughkeepsie, and 7 i! 
directors of the same, praying that postage on prepaid letters | 
be reduced to two cents per half ounce. ii 


remonstrance of citizens of Boston, Massachu- 
setts, against the further extension of Blanchard ’s 
patent; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. BALDWIN presented the petition of | 
Charles Larabee, asking to be allowed arrearages 
of pension; which was referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

Mr. DOWNS presented the memorial of the 
heirs of F. Skipwith, asking indemnity for 
French spoliations prior to 1800; which was or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. CASS presented a petition of citizens of 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, in favor of a reduction 
| of postage; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. C. also presented a memorial of certain 
volunteer officers in the war with Mexico, asking 
additional remuneration in lands; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. BRIGHT presented a joint resolution by 
the Legislature of Indiana, in favor of the sale of 
marsh lands in the counties of Jay and Adams, in 
said State, and a reduction of the price of the pub- 
lic lands in the Great Miami National Reserve; 
which were referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands. 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, presented a memo- 


1850. 


rial of the Legislature of that Statg,psking. the es- 
tablishment of an additional district court of the 
United States in said State; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. ‘ 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion by Mr. BELL, 

Ordered, ‘That the papers of Sarah Condey be taken from 

the files and referred to the Cominittee on Indian Affairs. 
On motion by Mr. RUSK, l 

Ordered, That William Ls Cazeau have leave to with- 

draw his petition and papers. ? 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

$ Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- 

ing, to which was referred the motion to print the 

memorial of the Mayor of St. Louis, presented on 

the 25th February, reported against the same; 

which was concurred in. 

‘Mr. SMITH, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the motion to print the com- 
munication received yesterday from the Secretary || 
of the Interior relative to the proceedings of the || 
commission to run and mark the boundary be- 
tween Mexico and the United States, reported in 
favor of the same; which was concurred in. 


BILL INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 
Mr. DOUGLAS, in pursuance of notice, asked 
- and obtained leave to introduce a bill to reduce 
and define the boundary of the military reserve at 
the St. Peter’s river, in the Territory of Minne- 
sota, and to secure the rights of the actual settlers 
thereon; which was read a first and second time 
by unanimous consent, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Territories. ; l 
Mr. DOWNS gave notice of a bill to author- || 
ize the issue of patents for certain private land | 
| 
i 


claims. é 


RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. 


Mr. WHITCOMB submitted the following 
resolution, which lies over under the rule: 
Resolved, 'Yhat the President of the United States be re- 
«quested to transmit to the Senate copies of all charges or 
complaints, if any, preferred or exhibited against Abel C. 
Pepper, who has recently been removed from the oflice of 
marshal of the district of Indiana, and to inform the Sen- 
ate whether he has had an opportunity of being heard 
thereon. ` 


M#SEBASTIAN submitted the following res- 
olution, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post || 
Roads be iustructed to inquire into the expediency of es- 
tablishing a semi-inonthly or monthly mail between Fort 
Smith, in the State of Arkansas, and Santa Fé, in the Ter- 
ritory of New Mexico ; and report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. BALDWIN submitted the following reso- 
lution, which lies over : 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Printing be directed to 
inquire into the causes of the delay in furnishing the Senate 
with the President’s message and accompanying documents, 
and the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, which have 
been ordered to be printed for the use of the Senate, and to 
report the same to the Senate. j 

Mr. DODGE; of Iowa, submitted the following 
resolution, which lies over : 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be rc- 
quested to communicate to the Senate a copy of all the |: 
charges which have been preferred against John H. McKen- 
ney, late sailor at Fort Gaines, Minnesota Territory; to- 
gether with all the papers touching the removal of said 
McKenney. 

Mr. FELCH submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which, under the rule, lies over one day: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be directed 
to furnish to the Senate a statement of the quantity of land 
sold, and the amount of money received therefor, at each | 
of the land offices in the United States, during the last three {| 
years; together with the expenses of each of said offices, 
and the quantity of land now remaining unsold therein; and 
that he also state whether, in his opion, any of said 
Offices can be dispensed with, without detriment to the pub- | 
lic interest; and, if so, to which of the adjoining land dis- 
tricts the land therein remaining unsold should be attached 
for purposes of sale. 

The-Senate then went into Executive session; 
and, afier some. time spent therein, the doors 
were re-opened, and the Senate adjourned to Mon- 


day. 


> 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | 
Moxpar, March 4, 1850. 
The Journal of Friday was read and approved. || 
Mr. HARALSON introduced to the House Mr. 
Joseru W. Jackson, member elect from the first 
Congressional District of the State of Georgia, || 
(vice Mr. Tuomas B. Kine, resigned;) who was 
qualified and took his seat. 
CALIFORNIA. 


| her constitution and her boundaries as claimed by 


! to be confined. 


| bill wguld occupy the attention of the committee 


i day. 


| sent of Congress, from time to time, since the 
| year 1800; it would now expire in June, 1850; for 


The SPEAKER announced the regular business 


of -this day to be the resolution’ heretofore intro- 
duced-by Mr. Dory, instructing the Committee.on 
Territories to report a bill providing for the admis- 
sion of California into the Union onan equal foot- 
ing with the originat States, with her present con- 
Stitution, boundaries, &c. 

Mr. DOTY rose and said: The House having, 
on a previous day, unanimously permitted me to 
introduce before the Committee of the Whole, a 
bill for the admission of California into the Union, 
containing the entire object sought by this resolu- 
tion, and that bill being now first in order on its 
passage, I withdraw the resolution. 

The only purpose of my resolution is accom- 
plished by the bill; the measure has gained. time 
by its introduction; and there would therefore be a 
manifest impropriety in pressing the consideration 
of the resolution upon the House, to the delay, of 
the public business. 

In its present shape the subject is open to debate, 
and to such amendments as gentlemen may pro- 
pose; and when the time shall come for the final 
vote, it will be on the admission of the State with 


her. 

I desire also to say, that the demand which was 
made for the previous question was not for the 
purpose of preventing debate, but strictiy in ac- 
cordance with the practice of the House, to obtain 
the immediate consideration of the proposition. 
The effect of it was, to adjourn the debate to the 
bill itself when it should ve reported by the com- 
mittee, and to which } thought the debate ought 
e 

Mr. INGE rose and objected to the gentleman 
proceeding with his remarks, 

So the resolution was withdrawn. 


HARBOR OF BALTIMORE. 


` Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, moved that the 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
itself into Commitee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union on the special order of the day. 

The SPEAKER. The Louse bas made a spe- 
cial order for this day of a bill which has been 
retcrred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, The tide of the bill will be read. 

The title of the bill was read as follows: 

“A bili to continue in force the act therein mentioned, 
relating to the port of Baltimore.” 


Mr. McLANE said he did not expect that the 


for more than ten minutes. 

Mr. JONES said that before the question was 
put, he would ask the gentleman from Maryland 
[Mr. McLane] to waive his niotion, so as to allow 
a motion to be made that the rules be suspended 
for the purpose of making the special message of 
the President, in relation to California and: the 
constitution of California, the special order of the 


‘The SPEAKER said that the subject to which 
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Jones] re- 
ferred, was now the regular business before the 
Committee of the W hole on the state of the Union, 
and therefore first in order except where a special 
order had been made. And a motion to go into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
was always in order. 

And the question having ‘been taken was, by 
ayes 69, noes 55, decided in the affirmative. 

So the House resolved itself into Committee of |; 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. STRONG, 
of Pennsylvania, in the Chair.) 

Mr. McLANE moved that the committee take 
up the bill which he had indicated. : 

The motion having been agreed to, the commit- 
tee proceeded to the consideration of the bill to 
continue in force the act therein mentioned, rela- 
ting to the port of Baltimore. 


The bill having been read— | 


Mr. McLANE said, this wasan act to continue 
in force an act of the State of Maryland, laying a 
tonnage duty of two cents per ton upon vessels en- 
tering the port of Baltimore. This act of the 
State of Maryland had been renewed by the con- 


that reason the Committee on Commerce had 
authorized him to fix an early day for the consid- 
eration of this bill. Mr. McL. said he hoped the 
committee would pass the bill at once. It had 
nothing whatever to do with the general measures 


provement: of rivers and -harbors-this. tonnage 
duty. was ‘laid-for the special purpose of assisting 
the city of Baltimore in keeping the artificial-basin 
of that. port. dredged and cleaned... This: tonvage 
duty, since 1800;had yielded from two to five:thou- 


gate to. $108,945. 99—to this sum the city of Bal- 
umore had contributed in addition, $486,300, by 
yearly appropriation, averaging from-five to thirty 
thousand dollars per annum... « E beg 

This sum was used. exclusively: for the artificial 
basin of the port of Baltimore, and. had’ no refer- 
ence whatever to the general navigation of the.river 
Patapsco, or to the bills passed, from time to time; 
by Congress, for the improvement of harbors and 
rivers, in all which bills appropriations were made 
for the general improvement of the river and har- 
bor of Baltimore. This particular and artificial ba- 
sin was a great accommodation and convenience 
to the commerce of the city, which could well con- 
age this light tax for the facilities afforded by 
this 3 

Mr. McL. said, he would conclude with a mo- 
tion to lay this bill aside to. be reported to the 
House, and he hoped there would be no objection 
to this motion. 3 N 

No amendment having been proposed, the ques- 
tion on the motion of Mr. McLane was taken and 
decided in the affirmative. , P ae 

Mr. VINTON suggested that-the bill should be 
laid aside, and that the committee should resume 
the consideration of the special message „pf. the 
President relating to California. 

Mr. McLANE said, he should assent with great 
pleasure to that proposition if it were the sense of 
the committee. His object in moving that the 
committee rise was, that the Housegmight, if so 
disposed, proceed with the regular order of busi- 
ness for this day, which had been temporarily set 
aside by the special order. 

Mr. HOUSTON desired to be informed from 
what committee the bill which had just been acted 
upon had been reported. : 

Mr. McLANE. The bill was reported from 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. GIDDINGS hoped, he @aid, the committee 
would take up the California message. ; 

Mr. McLANE inquired of the Chair whether 
the question had been taken? 

The CHAIR answered in the affirmative. 


committee to remain in committee, he would move 
to proceed to the consideration of the bill from the 
Senate to provide for the repair and improvement 
of the dam at the bead of Cumberland Island. in 
the Ohio River, That bill had been reported from 
the Committee on Commerce.. It was necessary 
that it should be passed'upon at an early period, in 
order that the work might go on at this season. : 

Mr. SACKETT inquired of the Chair whether 
there was not a motion pending to take up the 
California message? 

The CHAIR said, yes; and that was the first 
motion in order. 

Mr. PECK inquired if it was in order to move 
that the committee rise ? 

The CHAIR assented. 

Mr. PECK, remarking that this was resolution 
day, moved that the committee rise? ba 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, hoped, he 
said, that the committee would rise. This was res- 
olution day, and no opportunity would again be 
presented for the introduction of resolutions for 
two weeks. ; 

The question was stated to be on the motion 


| that the committe rise. 


Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Watpo and 
OcLe were appointed. : 
The question was th 
Mr. Peck; and, hy ayes 
in the negative. i 

So the committee refused to rise. 

The question was- then stated to be on the mo- 
tion of Mr. McLaxe that-the House proceed to 
i the consideration of the bill concerning the Cum- 
! berland Dam. . 

Mr. VINTON suggested that it would be ne- 
cessary in the first place, before the question could 
| be taken on the motion. of the gentleman from 
Maryland, [Mr. McLang,] to take a vote on lay- 
ing aside the California bill. ‘The special order 
ofahe day having been disposed of, the California 
bill was the next business in order. 


en taken on the. motion of 
54, noes 77, was decided 
: ; 


adopted by the General Government for the im- 


> 


% 


The CHAIRMAN eaid*he understood that the 


sand: dollars per annum, amounting in the aggte- : 


z 


Mr. McLANE said, if it were the sense of the _ 


z i 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


CALIFORNIA. : 

_ The’motion of Mr. Viyron having been then 
agreed to, the commitiee resumed the consideration 
of the special’ message of. the President of the 
United. States transmitting the constitution of |; 
California, antl of the bill of Mr. Dory, providing 
for the admission of California into the Union. 
Mr. SACKETT was entitled to the oor am 

is 


March 4, 


portentous ? Ought they not to warn us of danger? 
The same causes that have made a Church North 
and a‘Church South will, if not arrested, make a 
Confederacy North and a Confederacy South— 
like causes produce like effects: Discord separ- 
ated the Churches—discord will separate the States. 

But it is not only here, in the halls of legisla- 
tion, in the social circle, and in the churches, that 
difficulty exists, but even in the election of our 
present Chief Magistrate, it was an element of 
political power, and so great was the hostility of 
the two sections of the Union, that he had to be 
supported at the North as the anti-slavery candi- 
date, and at the South as the pro-slavery candi- 
date. In other words, so great was the hostility 
of the sections, that the people had to be deceived, 
that politicians might be enabled to induce them 
to act together. Sir, in consequence of this hos- 
tility of the North and South, in the last Presi- 
dential election, there was no expression of the 
popular will, on the most important and vital 
question that has ever agitated this nation. In 
other words, the people, by their suffrages, ex- 
pressed no opinion. They lost the control. of 
their own Government; and this is the reason 
why the whole executive department of our Gov- 
ernment now stands dumb in the presence of the 
power of abolition. Sir, are not facts like these suf- 
ficient to alarm every patriot? But, in addition to 
all this, you have been told, by the member from 
North Carolina, (Mr. Cuwveman,] that no further 
legis‘ation is to be had in support of Govern- 
ment, unless these agitations be stayed; and 
that otherwise, here and now, this Government 
shall perish. This comes from the Whig side 
of the House, which claims to be the Conserva- 
tive; and,from the Whig and Conservative State 
of North Carolina. [am no alarmist. I appeal 
to no man’s fears; but I do appeal to the good sense 
and patriotism of this House and this nation. E” 
| warn them that this Union is in danger; and t tell 
them that the South is now prepared to present, 
the alternative of domestic tranquillity, equality 
and justice, or separation, Sir, the time has 
come when every man who loves the Constitu- 
tion of his country, must be prepared to stand by, 
or, if necessary, to perish for it. Yes, qr; the 
time has come when the nation expects every 
man to do his duty. The time has come when 
thoughts of patriotism, and such thoughts alone, 

& Along our hearts responding strings should run, 
Nor let a tone there vibrate but the one.?? 

Yes, sir, the man who, on an occasion like the 
present, could think of himself or his prospects, 
would desert the flag of his country in the hour of 
battle, or would sell his country’s liberty fora con- 
sideration. Every man who has given his serious 
attention to this question, must now be satisfied 
that it has reached a point at ‘which delay in its 
adjustment must be accompanied with the greatest 
danger. Its progress is onward—and the nation 
even now trembles beneath its tread. The time 
was, when this agitation was confined to a few 
fanatics; but now it has become an element of po- 
liticalspower and sectional agerandizement, utteriy 
‘incompatible with the existence of the Union. 
Then it was but a speck upon our politiéal hori- 
zon—‘a little cloud not bigger than a man’s 
hand ;” but it has grown and spread, until now it 
covers near ail the sky. The lightnings flash 
amid its tempestuous folds—the thunders roll along 
its mighty base—and the temple of our Union and 
į our liberties is shaken as if by the upward heav- 
ings of voleanic fire. The nation is alarmed, the 
star of our destiny is being darkened, and the 
glorious light of liberty and of hope is paling upon 
our path, I fear, forever. Yes, sir, the danger is 
most imminent; already the instruments of revolu- 
tion are at work. Nearly, if not quite all, the 
southern States, by conventions of the people or 
by their Legislatures, have declared their Axed and 
unalterable purpose of resistance, in the event of 
further aggression—and a Southern Convention is 


Wotion was to lay aside the California bill in order 
to takë up the bill relating to the Cumberland | 


am. 
Pan KAUFMAN suggested that the gentle- 
man from Marytand [Mr. McLane] could not 
take the floor from the gentleman from New York, 
{Mr.Saczert,] (who was entitled to it on the Cali- 
fornia bill,) for the purpose of moving to take up |j * " l 
another subject. i = || addressed the committee during the hour. 
Mr. PECK. now rose to a point of order. : He || speech will be found in the Appendix.] 
submitted to the Chair whether ‘the committee’ Mr. McWI1LLIE then obtained the floor, and 
was not-bound to rise. The House had resolved || addressed the Committce-as follows: 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of Mr. Cuairnman: I do not rise for the purpose 
the Union for a special purpose, that was to say, || of replying to those who have preceded me in this 
to’take up the bill” relating to the harbor of Balti- || debate, nor is it my intention to make a party 
speech. I may not even refer to the two great 


more. That bill had been disposed of, and he € f 9 ty à 
submitted that the committee must rise and rè- || national parties which have heretofore divided this 
country. A question paramount to all considera- 


‘port the bill to the House. A 
The CHAIR sustained the point of order. As || tions of party should now occupy our thoughis. 
The permanency of our free institutions is the 


the House had resolved itself into Committee of e ; Ù i : 
the Whole on the state of the Union upon a spe- || subject of our discussion. Yes, sir, | believe as 
much as that I now address you, that the Union is 


cial order, and had now completed its@ion on |! r 3 
that special order, the Chair was of opinion that | in danger. I look around me and I can see no 
point of safety. Onthe one hand I see nearly all 


the committee must rise and report the bill to the t ; l 
l | the northern States being arrayed against the South 


House. $ Š 
Mr. VINTON suggested that, in going into || on the slavery question; on the other, Í see the 
South, State after State, assuming the attitude of 


Committee of the W hole on the state of the Union, l ; 
resistance and defiance. Sir, I know the past of 


the House had not gone into committee on any 

particular bill, but that a mere indication was || my country—I see and deprecate the present—bat 

given of the bilt which the committee should {| to me,at least,shadows, clouds and darkness rest 
upon the future. I know not what that future is 


take up. : that. 

The CHAIRMAN said he was of opinion that, ||'to be, but | do know that its complexion in a great 
inasmuch as there had been a special order for this || degree is to be taken from the action of the pres- 
ent Congress. I believe that our deliberations in 


day, and as that special order had been disposed ongress i ’ 
a national point of view are more important than 


of, no other business would be in order in com- f i; ‘ 
mittee until the committee should have risen and |; those of any deliberative assembly that has taken | 
place since the adoption of the form of govern- 


reported th®bill to the Hoyse. ; ) 
Mr. McLANE. I can perhaps remove the || ment under which we now live. The Union of 
these States is the subject of our diseussions. Sir, 


difficulty in which the committee finds itself by of our r 
moving that the committee rise and report to the || | know not how to approach it; its magnitude and 
importance overwhelm me. Even when sus- 


House the bill npon which it has acted relating to ù 0 J 
tained by the promptings of duty and of patriot- 


the harborof Baltimore. cae t f pa 
Mr. EVANS, of Maryland. Believing that!) ism, I would not dare to enter upon this discus- 
sion were it not that I know that the genius of my 


the decision which has been made is wrong, I à e 
shall with great Boones take an appeal from the || country, liberal as the God I worship, only re- 
Ma quires my best endeavors when sanctified by the 


decision of the Cair. i 
Mr. PRESTON KING (doubtfully heard) was |} best affections of my heart. Yes, sir, my country 
has my heart; I love it—l love it all—North and 


understood to say, that he did not know that he h i t 
understood the decision of the Chair, but he sug- South, East and West. | love it, because it con- 
tains the graves of my ancestors, and is the home 


gested thatit certainly was in order to move that 
the special order upon which the committee had |} of my wife and my children; J love it, because in it 
| l have a common history, a common inheritance, 


acted should be laid aside to be reported to the : 
House, and that the committee proceed to the con- || a common glory, a common liberty, and a common 
hope. lleve it, because it was founded in the toil | 


sideration of any other business. 

The CHAIRMAN. A special order having || and suffering, and blood of the Revolation, 1) 
been fixed for this day, and the House having || iove it, because our fathers, in their wisdom, | 
gone into Committee of the Whole on the state of || joined us in political Union. I trust, I hope, 1; 

pray, that ne ther the ambition of the few, nor the ; 


the Onion to take it up,and having taken it ap} 
and acted upon it, no other business is in order; || madness of the many may ever be able to sunder 
but, in the opinion of the Chair, thé committee i| these States, which God had seemec to have joined 
must rise and report the bill to the House. From i| together. It is for you, my brethren of the North 
that decision an appeal has been taken by the gen- || —yes, 1 will yet call you brethren—it is for you | 
teman from Maryland, [Mr. Evans.] i| to determine what are to be our future relations. | 
Mr. ASHMUN. Has not the committee just | The agitation comes from you; you are the actors, | 
now voted that it would not rise? And, in the || and upon you rests the responsibility. The 
face of that decision, the Chair now rules that the || South asks but equality and justice—she can 
committee must rise. || never take less. Sir, 1 have said that the Union 
The CHAIRMAN. The point of order was |} is in danger. For proof of this fact I need not 
presented, and the Chairman gave his decision || go beyond thishail. The speeches that have been | 
| made, the impediments to organization that have |] 


upon it. H 
Mr. DISNEY made a remark, of which noth- | occurred, and the whole action of the House, 
must point every sane mind to the dangers that 


ing was heard by the reporter. i 
Mr. SACKETT was proceeding to make a re- || threaten us. 
E |) But, Mr. Chairman, it is not only here that we 


mark, when— 3 
The CHAIR stated that the appeal was not | see this agitation and excitement: it has entered 
the social circle, and is breaking down all those | 


debatable. 
Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, rose to a question || kindly feelings which ought to exist between mem- 
bers ofthe same Confederacy. Jt is impossibie, 


of order. He snbmitied that the question, inas- ues 
much as it related to the priority of business, was || from the very constitution of our natures, that we 
- i, can love those who make it æ business to revile and 


not debatable. < n 
The CHAIRMAN said he had so decided. traduce us. And you know that it is the constant 
habit of many at the North to speak of us even as 


The question was then taken, ‘ Shall the decis- || ea A los : ` 

ion of the Chair stand as the judgment of the | bli than anes ee yoúr public preasan your] 

committee?” and was decided in the negative. fas h arte tae ce churches, our Jnsutauions || already preparing to meet at Nashville, in June 
So the decision of tne Chair was overruled. are the theme of constant denunciation, They | next; while in the northern States, the Legisla- 


, are spoken of as a national disgrace. Why, sir, || tures of near all o i F 
S l or S ie : ce. all of them are passing t st of- 
Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, said, that in i even already, so far as the Union of the States | fensive and aggressive raans atm 
moving that the committee take up the bill relating || was dependent on the union of the Churches, we i| their Senators in the other end of this Capitol and 
> 


to the Cumberland Dam, he had no disposition to 


interfere with the sense of the committee if it de- 


sired to take up the California bill, He would, 
therefore, withdraw his motion, so as to leavé the 
motien of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vinton] 
‘the pending question. 


have in some of them actual, practical dissolution. 
We have the Methodist Church North, and the 
Methodist Chureh South. ~ The same division has 
; taken place in the Missionary Baptist Church— 

and it is with difficulty that the union of the Pres- |! 
| byterian Church is retained. Are not these facts j 


ş 


requesting their Representatives on this floar to 
execute these resoives. While at the same time 
the Abolition societies and conventions at the 
North—the sappersand miners in this array against 
the South—are urging disunion upon the people, 
and denouncing our glorious Constitution “as a 


1850. — 


league with Death and.a covenant'with Hell.” Sir, 
madness rales the hour, and the South; to appear: j 
ance, will be left with no alternative dbut disunion | 
or unconditional sabmission.. If this alternative is 
forced upon us, we know our duty to ourselves 
abd our posterity, and we will dare-to do it—even 
though it should dissolve the Union. This is 
strong language; and I am‘ aware that there are 
those who will attempt to brand ‘me as'a dis- 
unionist; but, sir, repel the charge ag unfounded 
and unjust. i f 
If [know myself, sir, there has never been one 
day in my existence ‘in which f did ‘not stand 
ready to peril my life, if necessary, in defence 
of this Union, Yes, sir, I love the Union, but 
not as it is loved by the mémber from Ohio, [Mr. 
Roor,] or the meniher from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Maywn,] or the member from Pennsylvania, [Mr. | 
Srevens,] or the member from Hlinois, [Mr. Bis- 
SELL.} “They love the union of these States just 
as despdtic and cruel Austria loves the union with 
Hungary. They love it so well, that to preserve 
it they would give the people of the South to the | 
sword, and our beautiful fields, and villages, and 
cities to the flames, accompanied by all the hor- 
rors of servile and civil war. God deliver the 
South from such union and such patriots. Yes, | 
you would do just as Austria did—you would call 
in the aid of Russian butchers. Such are your 
attachments to the Union, and such your tender 
mercies to the South. Sir, if this be the Union 
that the North loves, I must say itl bas my utter 
detestation and scorn. You claim us as your j 
slaves already. The Union that E love is the 
union of equality, and justice, and fraternity—the 
Union of the Constitution. Yes, sir, the Consti- 
tution is the Union. We have no othe@bond of 
union. Ours is a Union of law and not of force. 
It had its origin in the common consent of the 
people. It was founded on principles of justice ; 
and every encroachment upon the Constitution is 
an attack upon the Union itself. I appeal to mem- 


bers of this House, and implore them to respect {1 


its guarantees. ‘© We ask nothing but what is | 
right—we will submit to nothing that is wrong.” 
We would disgrace the ancestry from which we 
sprung if we were to submit to the aggressions of 
unauthorized power. We would be unworthy 
the name of Anglo-Saxons. Our fathers resisted 
the duty of a peuny a pound on tea. It was not 
the amount of duty, but it was the’ power claimed 
by Great Britain to legislate for us ‘in all cases 
whatsoever. It was the right which she asserted 
to tax Englishmen without representation. With 
us the question is not only one of principle, as it 
_was with our fathers, but it is a question of ex- 
istence. We should bear in mind what has ever 
been the course of power when led on by the fell 
spirit of fanaticism. We have an example of it 
in the island of St. Domingo, once the most 
wealthy and beautiful isle of the Indies. Now it 
is almost buried in barbarian darkness—a waste 
andadesert. There Abolition carried fire to every 
dwelling, and quenched the flames in blood. Sir, 
such may be the fate of the southern States if 
they yield upon this question. Fanaticism has 
never yet let go its hold upon its victim, unless 
` when compelled by force or fear. d 

Mr. Chairman, I am aware that there are still | 
some, I hope many, men at the North, who have 
not yielded to this fanaticism; and who, if they 
could, E have no doubt would gladly arrest this 
aggression. But so many of both political parties 
have more or less committed themselves to the 
doctrines of Free Soilism, that I must say, that 
when it comes to voting on this floor, our cause 
appears to be almost, if not quite hopeless. But! 
will not even yet despair of the Republic, and 
will continue to hope that at least those on this 
side of the House who in times past have stood by | 
the Constitution, will continue to do so; and Í trust į 
that, on the other side, there may be some who 
will be prepared to. do us justice, and save the 
Union. For repeat, that I do not believe that 
this Union can survive the disfranchisement and 
degradation of the southern States. Sir, I do not 


posed in her extremity of attachment tothe Union 
to ravage one half the States with fire and-sword. 
All we say is, that we will assert our rights, 
and that ifit becomes ‘necessary, we will meet 
force with foree. Yes, sir, we of the. South will 
resist aggression if it be forced upon us—we know 
the price of freedom, and if necessary ‘we will pay 
forit: We know that no people have everlong been 
free, unless they stood ready to defend their Fights 
—the conservators of their own privileges. In 
ordinary times the Constitution is a sufficient pro- 
tection, but in times like these, when prejudice and 
passion and the thirst of sectional power control 
in the halls of Iggislation, constitutions are value- 
less, only as they define the-boundaries of power 
and of privilege, and teach us where resistance 
should begin, and where aggression must cease. 
The privilege of bearing arms, and the courage to 
use them, is at such times of more value. than. all 
the constitutions that have ever been written. 
people can be long much misgoverned who have 
arms in their hands and the knowledge of their 
use. 
been watered with the blood and manured with 
the bones of patriots—all the liberty now upon the 
earth has been purchased by the blood of our race. 
If necessary, we wiil do as our fathers have done 
before us. 

Sir, E would ask why do our northern brethren 
force this alternative upon us? Why do you urge 
upon us a state of facts utterly hostile to the Union 
and in violation of the Constitution? Has not our 
Governmentat least to you answered the purposes 
of its creation? Have we not grown and pros- 
pered beyond any people ever upon this earth? 
Have not the lines fallen to us in pleasant places, 


of liberty, equality, and abundance? We have 
already grown from thirteen to thirty States; and 
have territory sufficient for many more. Our 
eagles, from their eyrie on the Rocky Mountains, 
dip their wings in the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, 
and our banners float upon the St. Lawrence and 
the Rio. Grande. We can almost say, the conti- 
nent, the boundless continent is ours. A destiny 
so gieat, So glorious has never been granted to any 
people. 


to be sacrificed? 1 trust not; there is, however, 


that is by respecting the guarantees of the Con- 
stitution, and giving even-handed justice to the 
South. We have never asked more than equality 
with our sister States—we have ever acted in that 


Constitution was adopted; and we have never once 
given to the North cause to complain of an aggres- 
Sive spirit; nor have we ever violated one con- 
dition of any compromise which we have made. 
We have ever been .generous and forbearing. 
Virginia yielded for the sake of harmony and 
equality all the territory north of the Ohio as free 


divided Louisiana and Texas with you, both of 
which were slave territory—and in the session of 
Congress before the last, we offered almost unani- 
mously to accept the Clayton compromise bill, and 
we received but twenty-two Democratic votes ard 
; not one Whig vote from the North. 
what did thatbillgive us? Why nothing but simply 
the right to try the constitational question at issue 
between us, in the courts of the Union. 


fused to pass Walker’s amendment to the appro- 


—even this you refused us. 


could have asked or taken less? 
from us submission. This is impossible. 


and political degradation. 
to this. 


North that she has disregarded her constitutional 


We know that the Tree of Liberty has ever | 


and have we nota goodly heritage—the heritage | 


I would again ask, are these blessings ail | € 
ji ever” in this District, the power may be plan- 
but one way in which they can be retained, and | 
iby : EAS 

be justly claimed. Those who claim the power 


spirit of concession and compromise in which the’ 


States which was previously slave territory—we | 


I would ask ; 


No j! 


stitution by-which we:live, and.for-whieh;.if. 
cessary, we should be prepared’ to die, has. be 
despised and rejected in-referenceto the righis.a 
slave States, and every.invention of.the imagination 
is set up in opposition to it: -I presume.that the 
not a man within the sound:of my- voice. who«do: 
not know that-the last-clause of ‘the. 4th anticle.of 
the Constitution (in reference .to: fugitive slaves) 
is now a dead letter. .That article requires, that 
such slaves shall be delivered up on claim.of: the 
owner—fhereby making it the duty. ofthe State.to. 
attend to the delivery... This most, if not all, of 
the free States have refused to do, and some-of 
them have: nullified the Constitution by the most 
prohibitory Jaws on the subject. This. clause of 
the Constitution is in the same words asthe clause 

j immediately preceding it in reference to fugitives 
|| from justice, and that has generally been executed 
i} in. good. faith, thereby showing. that there is no 
ground for explanation on the plea of difference in 

i construction. This is a point in which the viola- 
| tion of the Constitution has been so flagrant as to 
have no defenders. ‘Then, if the Union be but the 
creature of ‘the Constitution, it-follows asa cogol- 
lary, that hére is practical disunion. According 
to the law of nations, the violation of one. article 
of a treaty by one of the parties to it, is a violation’ 
of all, or, in other.words, discharges the other cony 
tracting party from any obligation to respect; its 
other provisions. Thus.in our compact of Union 

| between the several States.. This is one cause of 
complaint established, and not denied by our-north- 
jern brethren. But we have many more. The 
constant agitation of the slavery question in this 

| District, with a view to its abolition here or else- 
where, is of mischievous tendency, andglestructive 
of the domestic tranquillity of the States, (which 
was enumerated, as one’ object of the Unions) 
and if it were to be carried into effect would 
be in bad faith to the slave States generally, 
and to the States of Virginia and Maryland in 
| particular; and would, in my opinion, be a- 
violation of the Constitution. I am aware. that 
many able men have given a different construction, 
and that, under the clause in the@@th article of the 
Constitution, giving to Congress the “right to 
exercise exclusive legislation in all cases whatso-» 


sibly claimed; but I cannot think that it can 


| for Congress, do so on the ground that exclusive 
i legislation is synonymous with unlimited power of 
i legislation. I think this is a. misapprehension. For 
instance: this Congress and the State Legislatures 
i have exclusive legislative. power over the: States 
| and the people of this‘Union. . But they have not. 
all power.. They have: only- certain. delegated i 

powers, and the balance remains in the: keeping of 
the people, the.safest and best depositary of power. 
; itis manifest that the grant of exclusive power of. 
legislation as given in the Constitution, does. not 
mean unlimited power, but is simply the grant of 
| power under the general provisions of the Consti- 
| tution, and must be exercised simply with the 
view of execut.ng the objects.of the grant. Either 
| this is the true construction of the grant, or in this 
District Congress has unlimited power—even the 
power to sell every freeman into perpetual slavery, 
But upon any fair view of the Censtitution it is 


i 
1 


Mr. Chairman, T have -charged against the. 


{ 
i 
i 
| 
| 


impossible to maintain this construction of unlim- 


Even this i| ied power—for by the Constitution “the trial 
you denied us and shut us out from the courts of |; of all crimes except impeachment shall be by 
justice. And atthe last session of Congress you re- |: jury. 


»? JT hold that Congress cannot abolish the 


i trial by jury in this District. And further, a.con- 


priation bill, which simply extended the provisions |, viction in this District for treason could not work, | 
of the Constitution to New Mexico and California |, corruption of blood,” because the Constitution eX- 
I submit to the eandor |! pressly says “that no attainder of treason.shall 
and justice of this House and this nation, if we || work corruption of blood, or forfeiture except, 
You deny to us | during the life of the person attainted.””. Here is 
the guarantees of the Constitation, and still expect | another restriction of the power of Congress in. this , 
Sub- | District. e 
mission to acknowledged wrong, would be social i for me now even to refer to them.. See the Ist ar- 
We cannot be brought 


But sech restrictions are.too -numerous 


- ticle of the Amendments to the Constitution, which 
< is in the following words::“Congress shali make 
‘no law respecting an establishment of-religion or 
|: ‘prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 


i 


* z er a ress, OF igi 
say this in the language of threatening. The || compact, and that she invades our chartered rights. į; ‘the freedom of speech, or of the press, or the right 


South makes no threats; she simply tells you that 
we must respect each other’s rights or separate—, 
that we must agree better than we now do, or we 


This is a circumstance calculated to excite the : 


most melancholy and alarming reflections. 
is not the less true. 


ought to part company. „The South loves the i| been as to the effect of measures; but now the Con- 


Union, but she has never yet thought of waging | 
war against the North for the purpose of effecting 
a change of public sentiment; nor has she yet pro- 


contains the plighted faith of the States and of the 


li people, is the object of attack. Yes, sir, the Con- 


| stitution, the ark of our political covenant, which | 


€ But it | 
Heretofore our contests have ! 


‘of the people peaceably to assemble, and to peti- 
ction the Government for redress of grievances. ’” 
Is there- any one bere who, in the face of this 
i expres provision of the Constitution, would con- 


f m 
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dom. of ‘speech, or of the press, or the right of 
petition? If not, then: the power of Congress has 
limitations, and: these-are. fixed by. the objects of 
the grant and general principles of the Constitu- 
tion. In fact, all of the twelve articles contained 
inthe. Amendments:to the Constitution but one, 
are limitations upon the power of Congress here, 
and in the States and Territories. In truth; the 
whole theory of our Government, State and Eed- 
eral, is predicated upon constitutional restraints of 
power. ‘Thereis no power in this'country which 
isnot limited, except the power of the peoples.and 
‘even this ‘ultimate power has to be exercised ac- 
cording to certain prescribed forms, or it isrevolu- 
tionary. : : 
1f the conclusions: which I have: stated be not 
true, then every citizen of this District has no 
other tenure for his life, liberty, or property, but 
in the will of Congress! The supposition of such 
a sthte of facts is monstrous, and would be abhor- 
rent to every American heart. | 7 

If, then, it be conceded, as it must be, that the 
power of Congress in this District is limited, I 
would ask, in what is that limitation to be found ? 
1 think the natural answer ‘must be, that itis to be 
found in the object and nature of the grant. These 
were plain to the minds of the framers of the 
Constitution, who simply desired to confer upon 
Congress, in the Ten Miles Square, such power 
as would enable them—freely and without re- 
gtraint—to carry out all the other provisions of the 
Constitution in which this particular provision is 
contained. Can it(by any sane mind) be contend- 
ed, that the grant of exclusive legislation in this 
District was intended to confer upon Congress any 
power outside of the Constitution? The suppo- 
gitionis absurd. The grant was made simply that 
Congress, and the other departments, might at all 
times be in a situation to perform their duty under 
‘and by virtue of the Constitution, 

No one will have the impudence or folly to 
contend, that the abolition of slavery here or else- 
where, was one of the objects of the grant. -If it 
was not, then it follows, necessarily, that no such 
power exists inf®ongress. And I think I am for- 
tified in this view of the subject by the fifth article 
of the Amendments to the Constitution, which con- 
tains the following clause: “ Nor shall private 
property be taken for public use without just com- 

ensation.’? The Constitution thus negatives the 
idea that private property can be taken for any 
other purpose but for public use, and then upon 
just compensation, Abolitionism would take it 
without just compensation, and for no public use. 
I might follow this subject further, but E will re- 
frain, by simply saying, that I am satisfied that 
Congress has neither the right to abolish slavery 
in this District, nor to appropriate the public 
money to any such purpose as compensating the 
owners of the property for its value. I suppose, 
even in these days of latitudinarian construction, 
it will not be dented that there is a limitation of 
the objects to which money may be appropriated 
by Congress. 

The next proposition to which I shal! call the 
attention of the committee is, the question of sla- 
very, as connected with the territories. This is 
a fearful question—one which will, and which 
ought to dissolve this Union, if the claims set up 
by the North are to be insisted upon. 1 will ask, 
sir, what are these claims? Why, they are sim- 
ply that the free States shall take for their exclu- 
sive use and benefit the whole of the territory 
now owned, or which hereafter may be owned by 
the United States—~excluding the slaveholding 
States from all participation in the territory ac- 
quired by the common blood and treasure of all 
the States—with the resulting consequence, that 
slavery is to be confined to its present limits, and 
that no slave State shall ever hereafter be permit- 
ted to enter this Union. This would be a most 
iniquitous proposition, even if it had the sanction 
of the Constitution upon its side; but when it is re-- 
flected that it is as gross a violation of the Consti- 
tution, as it is of the common principles of hon- 
esty and justice, how can it be expected that the 
southern States will submit to it? They ought 
not—they cannot—they will not. 

Mr. Chairman, I intend to speak plainly, be- 
cause I think we ought to understand each other. 
1 will, then, say that my mind is deliberately made 
up to the conviction: that the South ought not to 
take less than the Missouri compromise, with 
such guarantees as this Government can give that 


ap. runaway slaves.. These questions, sir, must 


the agitation of the slavery question shall cease in 
reference to this District, and in Congress general- 
ly; and that the. non slaveholding States shall be 
required, either by~the action of Congress or the 
action of their State Legislatures, to abide by 
and execute that article of the: Constitution which 
makes. it the duty of those States to. deliver 


be séttled. now if we desire to save this Union.- 
Any attemptto defeat the just rights of the South 
will, in my opinion, as certainly destroy this Union 
ag that I now address you; and he who votes for 
the abolition of slavery in this District, or the ex- 
clusion of the South trom a just participation in 
the territories, may rest assured, that if his vote 
is consummated by legislation, that he votes a dis- 
solution of. the Union. 

Mr. Chairmain, 1 have stated that, in my view 
of this question, Congress has no power to pro- 
hibit slavery in the territories; and in support of 
this position Í call on those who claim the power, 
to show any article of the Constitution which con- 
fers it. Laver it gives no such power; and if itis 
not in the Constitution it cannot be exercised by 
Congress; because the Constitution uses the fol- 
lowing very explicit language-in reference to our 
powers: The 10th article of the amendments to the 
Constitution is in the following words: ‘The 
powers not delegated to the United States by the 
Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are 
reserved to. the States respectively or to the peo- 
ple’? This article of the Constitution is an estop- 
pel to the exercise of this power, unless it can arise 
by implication from some of the express grants of 
power. ‘This is admitted by all—even those who 
claim the power. [n this state of the argument 
we are met by the allegation that Congress has the 
right to acquire territory by treaty, and the right 
of acquisition must, from the necessity of the case, 
be followed by the right to govern. ‘This is true 
to a certain extent. That is, Congress has the 
right to govern to the extent of the necessity, but 
no further; and this necessity, in my opinion, is” 
limited by the legislation necessary to preserve the 
property of the United States in the territories, 
and the establishment of such civil governments 
as may invite settlements to be made and are suf- 
ficient to protect the settlers in the enjoyments of 
life, liberty, and property, during their territorial 
pupilage preparatory to their becoming States. I 
think beyond this the less power Congress exer- 
cises the better; and this certainly fills up the im- 
plication arising from the necessity of the case. 
The necessity is the proper limitation of the power, 
and whenever the necessity ceases the power also 
ceases. And I presume that no one will contend 
that the prohibition of slavery is necessary either 
to the preservation of the property or the protec- 
tion of the citizen. If so, the argument drawn 
from the necessity of the case falls to the ground, 
and the power with it. There are some persons 
who claim this power to exclude slavery from the 
territories under the 3d section of the 4th article 
of the Constitution, which is in the following 
words: That is, the ‘* Congress shall have power 
to dispose of, and make all needful rules and reg- 
ulations for, the territory or other property be- 
longing to the United States.”’? This is certainly 
a provision intended for the territories as prop- 
erty, as it distinctly puts the territories on the 
same footing with other property belonging to the 
United States; and only give to Congress the 
power to make the needful rules and regulations 
for its protection and sale; and certainly no mem- 
ber of the Convention that framed the Constitution 
ever could have imagined thata general and un- 
limited right of sovereign jurisdiction was covered 
up under this grant—and that, in addition to this, 
it was to influence the relations of slave-property 
in all the slave States of the Union. The suppo- 
sition is not warranted by the facts of the case, for 
certainly it will not be contended that the prohibi- 
tion of slavery is one of the needful regulations 
in disposing of the land lying in the territories; į 
and no power is granted but such as was needful 
in reference to the territories as property. f 
_ I believe that in some cases this right of extend- 
ing a slavery prohibition to the territories is at | 
tempted to be derived from the last clause of the | 
eighth section of the first article of the Constitu- |; 
tion, which reads as foliows: 


* Congress shall have power to make all laws which shall 


i 
be necessary and proper for carrying into execution the fore- | 
going powers, and all other powers vested by this Constitu- 


tion in the Government of the United States, or in any de- 
partment or officer thereof.? By fe 

Now, Mr. Chairman; it will behoove those who 
insist that this power is necessary and proper, to 
ingraft it upon some one of the expressly-granted. 
powers. This cannot be done, as there is no such 
grant in the Constitution, and it is absurd to sup- 
posean incident without a principle, or an effect 
without a cause. You might as well suppose a 
child without a parent. Sir, this claim of power 
may be justly said to be filius nullius. It is one of 
the bastard progeny, born from constitutional 
prostitution, and should never be recognized as 
legitimate. Whenever a power is claimed without 
a grant, under the plea of necessity, it ought to be 
viewed with suspicion, as this has ever been the 
plea of tyrants. And no such implication arises 
unless it be indispensably necessary to the execu- 
tion ofsome granted power. If we give any other 
meaning than this to the clause now under consid- 
eration, the Constitution would not be worth the 
paper it is written on. 

Sir, a few days since I was not a little surprised 
to hear the great Senator from Kentucky, (Mr. 
Cuay,] in the other end of this Capitol, assert the 
monstrous doctrine that this Government derived 
its power over this subject from Mexico. And he 
claims that because Mexico, or the Government 
of Mexico, had this power, that, ex necessitate, this 
Government must now have it, as we had ac- 
quired the country from Mexico. This is the 
first time that 1 had ever heard that this Govern- 
ment could derive authority from any other source 
than our own Constitution. He says Mexico 
parted with the sovereignty, and that as it was 
parted with, it must be vested in this-Government. 
This isg monstrous doctrine—one that substitutes 
this Government for the States and the people 
of this Union. Sir, this Government is neither 


| the States nor the people of this Confederacy. It 


is but the agent, the servant, the creature of the 
States. It is but the trustee, and the States are 
the cestui que trusts. Mexico transferred to the 
United States, and not to the Government of the 
United States. If this Government received all 
the authority in New Mexico and California that 
Mexico parted with, it is an absolute despotism 
—for l believe it is well understood that Mexico 
has a government. without “limitation ‘of powers, 
The gentleman referred to said, ‘ Mexico could 
have abolished slavery, or have introduced slavery 
either into New Mexico or California. Now that 
power must have been ceded. Who will deny 
that??? And he said further, that as none of the pro- 
hibitions upon the power of Congress contained 
in the Constitution “restrain the exercise of the 
power of Congress on the subject of slavery, 
the powers of Congress are co-extensive and co- 
equal with the powers of Mexico prior to the ces- 
sion.” This is, I trust, the first time, and I hope 
it will be the last, that a foreign nation will be 
looked to as the source of the powers of this Gov- 
ernment, or that it will be pretended that this 
Government has all the powers which the Consti- 
tution does not deny to it. This is an assumption 
in the very teeth of the Constitution, which’ de- 
clares that Congress has no powers but those 
granted to it. ThatI may do the gentleman no 
injustice, 1 will make one other extract from his 
speech, which is as follows: 

‘ With regard to the treaty-making power, all who have 
had oceasion to examine into its character, and into the pos- 
sible extent to which it may be carried, know that it is un- 
limited in its nature, except in so far as any limitations may 
be found within the Constitution of the United States; but 
upon this subject there is no limitation which prescribes 
the extent to which the power shall be exercised.” 

Here is again the distinct averment, that as the 
Constitution has not withheld power from Con- 
gress, that conscquently it has the power which is 
not withheld. This is the most latitudinarian con- 
struction of the Constitution that 1 have ever met 
with—and against which I enter my solemn pro- 
test. And will refer to the 10th article of the 
amendments to the Coiistitution, which declares 
that Congress has none but granted powers, 

Mr. Chairman, [ will conclude this branch of 


| the argument by calling the attention of the com- 


mittee to the supposition that it had been pro- 
posed in the Convention that framed the Constitu- 
tion, and reconfmended it to the people of the 
States for their adopjion, that no slave territory 
should ever be acquired under it, and that no 
slave State should ever enter the Union; and that 
the ten miles square authorized to be purchased 
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ag the seat of Government should be used as a 
hot-house in which to force the growth of abo- 
lition; and that the clause in reference to fugitive 
slaves was inserted in fraud, and. would not. be 
executed; and that the. non-slaveholding States, 
by the action of their Legislatures, would make 
it a dead letter. E ask, sir, if such propositions 
had been made in the Convention, or submitted to 
the States, would they have received’ one. single 
southern vote? or would the Constitution have 
been adopted? ‘Then, sir, if the Constitution 
could not have been adopted containing such pro- 
visions, is-it not palpable that no such provisions 
were in it at the time of its adoption? 1 know no 
better way of ascertaining what wise men have 
done than to ascertain what they intended to do. 
The intention of the parties to a treaty, covenant, 
or other contract, is always an important matter 
to be ascertained in view of obtaining a right con- 
struction of the instrument. ‘The intention of the 
legislator is always looked to in the construc- 
tion of a law when doubt arises as to the true 
construction. Now, sir, let us subject the claims 
of the North to this test, and they cannot stand 
one moment. We all know that the Constitution 
never could have existed. containing such pro- 
visions; and, notwithstanding this, there are men 
here, and elsewhere, who claim this power for 
the Federal Government. Nothing can equal the 
absurdity of this claim but its gross and palpable 
injustice. Yes, sir, even admitting the constitu- 
tional power to be in Congress to do what I fear 
wiil be done, the act would then be no better than 
highway robbery. And I have heard nothing 
said in its vindication, either here or elsewhere, 
except a certain fashionable cant abogt all men 
being born free and equal, and the power of ma- 
jorities. Now, sir, | have great respect for the 
action of such majorities as are prescribed by 
laws and constitutions, but 1 had rather have afly 
other king than king numbers, as now presented 
to our acceptance. The most frightful despotism 
upon earth would be that of an uncontrolled, un- 
checked, sectional majority. It would make ours 
a government without limitation of powers—a 
great sectional despotism. Iam aware that much 
is said about the rights of majorities, and that 
many politicians speak of majorities as subjects 
do of their monarchs—as though they could do 
no wrong. But majorities may be wrong as well 
as minorities, and majorities have no other sights 
than such as they derive from the Constitution. 
Minorities have the same rights, derived from the 
same source. All our majorities for the practical 
purposes of legislation are constitutional majori- 
ties, and not mere majorities in numbers. And 
this is the crowning beauty and excellence in our 
systems of free governments; that is, that ours 
are governments of constitutions and laws, and 
not of men—no, not even of majorites of free 
men. All are in subordination to Jaw, and all 
have the protection of the law, minorities as well 
as majorities. While the guarantees of the Con- 
stitution are respected, a minority has the same 
protection in life, liberty, and property as if they 
were a majority. ‘Che law does and ought to act 
alike upon every citizen. > 
Mr. Chairman, | would warn our friends here 
to be cautious in relation to the claims set up for 
mere numbers, withont proper regard to the Con- 
stitution. The idea is full of danger, as was illus- 
trated in the horrors of the Reign of Terror in 
France, which was simply the reign of an un- 
checked majority. In these days, of progress, 
there is danger that the rights of minorities may 
be lost sight of, in the assumptions of majorities; 
and that the greatest good of the greatest number 
may become the rule of action, without reference 
to thelaw or Constitution. This is-the language 
of demagogues. The language of the Constitu- 
tion is, the greatest good to the greatest number, 
without injustice to any, and in subordination of 
the Constitution. This is wha we ask of you, 
and this is what you refuse tous. or the pur- 
pose of illustrating the claims of the South, I will 
suppose a case of three men who have been acting 
as partners for ten years, and at the end of that 
time, they meet together to arrange their business 
and divide their profits, when, to the astonish- 
ment of one of the three, he finds that the other 
two have united against*him, and determined to 
take all the profits to themselves, though he had 
given his time, his labor and his money to me 
firm, as faithfully as either of his partners: woul 


you-expect the third man, who’had ‘been ‘thus | 
treated, to remain in the firm, and more especially 
when he was told that, for the future, he would 
be expected to labor as usual, and to contribute 
his money, but was to expect no better treatment? | 
This is a case precisely analogous to the situation 
of the southern States. They jointly, with their 
co-States, have acquired tercitory by contribu- 
tions of blood and treasure, and now they are to 
be excluded from those territories, and are not, : 
for the future, to expect any better treatment; for 
I understand that hereafter the policy of the 
North is to be, that the whole power of this Gov- 
ernment is to be exercised against the institution 
of slavery; in other words, the South and her in- 
stitutions are to be put under the ban of the em- 
pire, and we are to be made the hewers of wood 
and drawers of water. We are expected to share 
all the burdens of Government, while we are to 
be permitted none of its benefits. Do you ex- 
pect a proud and chivalrous people ta submit to 
treatment like this? If you do, you will be dis- 
appointed. By way of illustration, L will reverse 
the case, and suppose the South to assume the 
ground that hereafter no free State should enter 
this Union, and that all the territory acquired 
should be slave territory, and that the whole | 
power of this Government should be exerted for 
the extension of slavery; and that the free States 
should be put under the ban, and that the whole 
influence of this-Government should be brought to 
| bear against the free States and their institutions. 
You would think us mad if we were to assume 
such a position. But it isa bad rule that won’t 
work both ways; and I defy any man on earth 


us the most prosperons aiid happy péople uport the 
earth, that they might also bear with us; particu- 
larly as they or their ancestors-assisted’ to‘fix: the 
institution upon us. aie : make pai 
Mr. Chairman, there is onë thing that T can sày 
on this subject in vindication of the South, andit 
is this: that 3,000,000 of the negro race have never: 
before, in any portionof the recorded: history ‘of 
man, been as much civilized or christianizéd as 
those now in the United States. And T would say, 
that any man who will attend the church service, 
and witness the christian piety of a congregation 
of slaves, will be compelled to admit that African 
| slavery has not been an unmitigated evil, even to 
the slave. And if he has one particle of christian 
faith or christian hope in his heart, when he com- 
pares the present position of the negro with that 
of the barbarian idolater and cannibal in Africa, 
he will be constrained to say, that God may have 
| had, and must have had some compensating prov- 
idence in store for this people, and that slavery 
is the probationary state preparatory’ to-it. What 
this may be, no man can tell—“ God’s ways are 
not as our ways, nor his thoughts as ourthoughts,”” 
There aré many who suppose that slavery is’ a 
social and political evil, and for this‘reagon they 
‘refuse to let it go to the territories. Butvif it 
were the evil which they insist itis; why shallthe 
whole burden of it be thrown’ upon the’ present 
slaveholding States? Why not let the new States 
take their share of it? In what’are they better 
than we? «df this was.a new question, as to the 
introduction of slavery into the United States, I 
could understand the zeal of the North as recon- 
cilable with principles of patriotism and honesty 


to show one good reason why our. pretension 

would not have the same foundation in right, as | 
yours. We are your equals under the Constitu- | 
tion, and in every other respect. The Constitu- | 
tion says, “ the citizens of each State shall be en- į 
titled to all the privileges and immunities of the 

citizens of the several States.” If you would 

submit to such treatment, you ought to be kicked | 
out of the Union, as unworthy to remain in it. | 
The same may be said in relation to the South, || 
only I can assure you, she will.not wait to be 
kicked out. Many here, and elsewhere, appear || 


as though it was now heard of for the first time, 
inthe history of our country or the world. 
They forget that their fathers sold us most of 
these very slaves, and guarantied our rights of | 
property in them, under the Constitution, for a j 
consideration which has been paid. Some of the; 
very negroes that your fathers sold us, are still ; 
living; and, though they are removed one thou- 
sand miles from you, they trouble you over-much. 
Your conduct putS me in mind of the Pharisee, 
of whom we are told, that when he stood in the 
Temple and prayed, he thanked God that he was 
not as other men—not as the poor Publican who 
was before him. I suppose many of you thank 
God that you are not as we slaveholders; and 1 
suppose some of you, in the spirit of the Pharisee, | 
even when you look upon the portrait of Washing- | 
ton which hangs upon my left, the ornamentand the 
honor of this hall, thank God that you are not | 
such as he was, for he, too, wasaslaveholder. But | 
he was first in war, first in peace, and first in the |) 


| done. 


to have a holy horror of the institution of slavery, || 


—but we do not propose to make any freeman a 
slave; nor do we propose to open the African slave ` 
trade. No, nothing of this kind is sought to be 
All that we ask is, that the master, with 
his slave, may be permitted to enter the common 
territory of the Union. Weask it, from the con- 
viction that it would be better for both. It would 
certainly be better for the slave, as he is better 
provided for in a new and abundant country than 
in an old and exhausted one. Also, the dividing 
of the slaves into many hands would add to their 
comfort and the facility of their final emancipa- 
tion; especially if New Mexico and California are 
not suited to slave labor. If this be true, every 
slave carried there would soon become a free man. 
In some of the slave States the negro population 
is as large as the white. While this state of things 
continues, emancipation in these States4s morally: 
impossible. Under such circumstances, it would 
of necessity result in social and political equality. 
And even our northern friends have yet some pre- 
judices on the- subject of color. “ I'see that in the. 
good old Bay State there is even now a struggle 
going on to keep the. negro children oat of the 
common schools. And I presume those of you 
who have families have some prejudices of color 
in your parlors; and Cuffy is not even there on a, 
footing With the descendant of the Puritans I sup- 
pose that the descendant of the Huguenot and Cav- 
alier may be allowed the same prejudice. 

Mr. Chairman, there is one view of this subject 
which has always struck me with some surprise, 
and has constrained me to doubt the sincerity of 
the abolition movement as a measure of philan- 


hearts of his countrymen. Yes, sir, he led your 
armies in battle—he led them to victory and glory. | 
He founded an empire, and will through ail time i| 
be known as the Father of his Country. Bat} 
strange to tell, so great has been the progress of 
some in this progressive age, that his memory was 
| traduced by one of the leading speakers in the Jate | 
Abolition convention at Syracuse, New York. In; 
this convention the Union was denounced—the | 
Constitution was denounced, and the memories of | 
Washington, Jefferson, and Madison, were tra- | 
duced because they were slaveholders. Are not) 


they are traitors to all the glories of the past and | 
all the hopes of the future. [ know that some | 
; men are fanatics on this subject, and are possessed | 
with a piety so transcendental that they fear that 
they may be offered up as a vicarious atonement | 
for the sins of the South. But 1 think I can ven- 
ture to give such the assurance, that the sin (if sin | 
it be) is our sin, and that it js in vain that they 
trouble their consciences with it, and that they are 
not responsible for the matter by any law, either | 
human or divine; and | think that if God has} 


i 
| 


these men mad? ‘They are either mad or worse; || 


| borne with us for two hundred years, and has made |! 


thropy. Itis this: I never hear of the Abolition- 


: ists, Free-Soilers, or Wilmot provisoists paying 


anything to the cause of negra emancipation—L 
have heard of few cases in which they have ever 
purchased the freedom of a slave. Now if they 
are sincere in this matter, it would not cost hem: 


| any more to emancipate my slaves than it would’ 
i costme. And really, ifthey are in earnest, why do 
i they not buy the freedom of the slaves, and take 


them to their homes and minister untothem? This 
would at least show honesty and sincerity, and 
their works would illustrate their faith. l bave 
never had much faith in ‘those who talk much of 
| charity, but never give. You propose to destroy 
| §1,500,000,000 of our property, while you do not 
| give a dime to the same. object yourselves. It 

from this be inferred that most of your 


| might | ; 
philanthtopy was intended for home consumption, 
i It is with small 


and to keep your seats here. 
nien a convenient means of temporary advance- 
ment; and with ambitious and bad men it is a 
| means of personal and sectional aggrandizement. 
| You are the worst enemies the slave has on earth. 
You rivet and tighten his chains. I have heard 
the objection urged against the institution of 
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slavery:at: the South, that it entered: into competi- | 
‘tion with the free labor of the North, and. there- | 
fore must be- abolished. This is agrarianism. It | 
is confiscating the estates of one-half of the people | 
ofthis Union for the benefit of the other half. ; 
And permit, me, in this connection, to suggest. toj 
my friends of the North, that when they have 
gotten. through with. this negro agrarianism, and 
the agrarianigm that is going on in relation to the 
public land, that the next move.may be-real’ bana | 
fide acvarianism at home. The idea that all men are | 
born free and equal, is a very pretty one, and Tsup- 
pose that.equality in property is about as desirable 
as equality m political sights; anf as much politi- 
cal capital could be made outof this idea, as most 
of the.other humbugs of the day; and I suppose 
it. might be made to meet the ideas of the foreign 
emigrants who. are arriving by hundreds of thou- 
‘sands in our northern. cities, and for whose votes 
so.many-political aspirants appear to be most 
anxious. The idea of every man having his own 
independent estate, sufficient for every comfort, 
would be very taking. ; 

Mr. Chairman, one of the evils of the times is, 
that politicians and demagogues and fanatics seize 
hold of some single idea, some abstract truth, and, 
separating it from all its natural connections, at- 
tempt to substitute it for an entire system of 
governmental policy. If honest, they are mono- 


maniacs, They threaten to subyert the very found- | 


ations of all government in pursuit of a single 
idea. In pursuit of an abstraction, they Jose sight 
of all the practical benefits of good government. 
They forget that we have to take the world as we 
find it—and not as the. transcendentalist would 
have it.- The real philanthropist would desire 
that there should be neither a name nor a place for 
crime or misery among all the works of God. But 
if he were a Christian, he would not condemn the 
whole system of God’s providence because it did 
not conform to his views. I would suggest to our 
transcendental and perfectibility friends, to do like- 
wise. Our systems of government may not, in 
their view, be perfect; but they were framed by 
men greater, wiser, better than’ ourselves, aid, 
heretofore, have answered the purpose for which 
they were intended. Our government (in the lan- 
guage of the Constitution) was created in order ‘to 
form a more perfect union, to establish justice, in- 
sure domestic tranquillity, to provide for the com- 
mon defence, to promote the general welfare, and 
to secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and 
our posterity,” It has done all this, notwith- 
standing its guarantee and recognition of the insti- 
tutions of the South. It will continue to do so, if 
you respect its compromises—otherwise it must 
fail, and this Union must perish. Mr. Chairman, | 
would ask our northern friends, before separating 
from us, to calculate what we are worth to them. 
‘Fo the North this Union is indeed a pearl beyond 
price—itis worth more than all the political capi- 
tal you can make out of this abolition agitation, 
And I say to you in all candor, that you must re- 
linquish the one or the other. The capital invested 
in abolition and free-soilism is but small in amount 
~it is rather a peddling business, and though tis 
discontinuance might break many a small trader 
in polities, I suppose our Whig friends over the 
way would assist in passing a political bankrupt 
law, which would give you absolution on full 
confession and repentance. But, to be serious, 
Mr. Chairman, independent of all considerations 
of patriotism, } would urge our northern brethren 
to calculate in dollars and cents, what this Union is 
worth to them. I would ask them to inquire who 
pays the taxes of this Government, and who 
receives them. IT would ask the manufacturers 
of cotton, whence comes the raw material, and 
where is the manufactured article. sold—and 
whence comes the protection of near 30 per cent. 
upon all northern labor and capital? Who fur- 
nishes the freights for your shipping inter- 
est? Where do you find the profits of your 
commerce and navigation? Why have you the 
entire coasting trade? Yes, Mr. Chairman, this 
Union is known to the people of the North only 
by its blessings; to us of the South only by its 
burdens. When you come to pay the taxes of a 
separate government, we will see whether or not 
you will always vote to appropriate money, and 
to increase taxes. The Union is to you unadulter- 
„ated good—every governmental tax is to you a 
bounty, and every burden a blessing. Without 


the. Union your factories will rot down, and } 


| grass. growin your streets... Mr. Chairman, 1 will 
“not discuss the question of thé power-of the South 


comers. 1 will simply say that we would be 
-stronger, and richer than any people upon earth, 
with like numbers. Money is the sirew of war, 
and this we would have in abundance, with lighter 
taxes than we now pay in times of profound peace. 
But; this. question’ ought fot to be discussed. 1 
| will not discuss it. 1 trust it will never be neces- 
sary. i A 

Mr, Chairman, some of the feeling of hostility 
which exists in reference to the South, is political, 
Vand ought not to be felt at least upon this side of 
| the House. One ground of complaintis, that the 
| South has. had an undue proportion of the high 
| offices of this Government. For instance, we have 
i had most of the Presidents. Now, ought it to be 
cause of complaint against us, or jealousy towards 
us, that Washington, Jefferson, Madison, Monroe, 
i Jackson, and Polk were southern men? No! they 
| were great and glorious names, and we all should 
be proud of them as our countrymen. But, Mr. 
i Chairman, the true cause of the South having held 
; many of the important offices has not been in con- 
i sequence of sectional feeling, but it has arisen 
from the fact that from the days of Washington 
ii until now the strength of the Democratic party 
ii has been in the South, and elections have turned 
upon Democratic principles; and our victories 
have by us always been esteemed triumphs of 
| principle and not of section. F trust the time will 
| never come, when on questions of this character 
| we will love our section more than our principles 
|| or our common country. 

Mr. Chairman, Washington, in his Farewell 
| Address, has warned us against “ the impostures 
i| of pretended patriotism, and the mischiefs of for- 
eign intrigue.” I have already spoken to you of 
| the one, I will now briefly refer to the other. I 


i 
i 
l 
i 


| trigue, but this 1 will say, that the Abolition and 
| Free Soil movement is doing that which, of all 


-of Europe. ‘They look upon our institutions with 
destruction; and I presume that no man here en- 
| tertains a doubt that this agitation threatens to bring 


H > . > . 
| about a dissolution of the Union, England knows 


and fears our naval and commercial rivairy, and that 
| to her the ascendency. With the Union, we will 
| not only rival but surpass her; with the dissolu- 
| tion of the Union, her commerce must remain 
unrivaled, and through all time she may ride 
mistress of the seas. As I before said, 1 have 
no evidence of her agency—that of course | never 
can have, because to be efficient it must be se- 
| cret. Neither you nor I know but that her 
paid secret agents are in our midst. “his work 
is done so precisely agreeable to what I know 
would be her wishes and her interest, that it 
naturally suggests the idea that it may be 
done to order. Further, this idea of Canadian 
annexation, which was agitated in the Legislature 


{ 
| 
| 
i 


| 
| 
| 
| 


until lately, been rather countenanced by the 
English Government, comes most opportunely to 
excite the further alarm of the South, more espe- 
cially when it is sought by the Empire State for 
purposes of aggression. l have, too, been sur- 
prised at the amount of money that has been ex- 


i 
i 
j 
l 


attempt to revolutionize Cuba, with a view to an- 
nexauion. I donot know that Englund has any 
thing to do with it, but I do know, that she is the 
party:to be benefited, if these agitations should 
| bring about a dissolution of the Union. I further 
know that England always sees her interest, and 
| never omits the means of advancing it. Her states- 
| manship 1s the most far-sighted and grasping, and 


either her interest or her power. 


i ored to be candid. 1 have stated my convictions 
as they exist upon my own mind. 


ever they may be worth. The time allowed in 
į this house is too short to discuss the legal question, 
either from authority or by reference to precedents. 
guide, and have looked into it for my political 
faith, as 1 would into my Bible for my religious. 
When L took my seat here, I took an oath to pre- 


to maintain her independetit. existence against all 


j will not say that I have the evidence of such in- | 


i things earthly, is most desired by all the despots | 


jealousy, and would be greatly pleased at their | 


nothing but the dissoluuon of this Union can save | 


of New York but a tew days since, and which has, ! 


| pended, and is still ready to be expended, in the | 


she never loses an opportunity of advancing 
~] 
| Mr. Chairman, in this discussion | have endeav- 


; A ` 1 hope others | 
will fairly weigh them, and take them for what- i 


[ have consequently taken the Constitution as my | 


serve, protect and defend the Constitution. To do 
this in the right spirit, we must look te the instru- 
ment itself—and let precedent and authority have 
no influence with us, but as simple matter of rea- 
son. Our oath is to support the Constitution as 
our fathers made it, and not as either courts or 
congresses have construed it. ff this course is 
adopted, even the very few arguments Ihave used 
are enough. If you take any other course, the 
Constitution is but. waste paper, and the sooner 
you burn it up the better. [admit the anthority 
of precedent in’ matters of judicial decisions of 
private rights, but not in the action of coérdinate 
departments of governments. We have no infal- 


libile church, nor have we an infallible court—nor 


should the decisions of one Congress bind the con- 
sciences of another. `- 

Mr. Chairman, I will now close my remarks, 
as I opened them, by invoking the serious atten- 
tion of this House ‘and this nation to the danger 
which menaces our free and glorious institutions. 
On every side and from every quarter of the Union 
I hear the reverberations of this danger, which, to 
use the language of Mr. Jefferson on a similar 
occasion, * falls upon my ear like the alarm of 
the fire-bell at night—like the knell of the Union.” 


‘Yes, sir, I warn you, and through you this House 


and this nation, that the ship of State approaches 
the dreadful maelstrom of disunion. She already 
feels and answers to its circling currents. It is 
time that every hand was upon deck, and that 
every sail was set. Yes, we approach the whirl- 
pool—the sails are rending, the masts are shiver- 
ing. Cust out the anchor, the anchor of the Con- 
stitution; even’ yet it may take hold upon the 
minds andthe hearts of the people, and save the 
ship» wi@ch that God may grant, should be the 
prayer of every heart. 

Mr. McWituie having concluded— 

ee VAN DYKE obtained the floor, and yield- 
ed to z 

, Mr. FOWLER, who moved that the committee 
rise, 

The motion was rejected. 

Mr. VAN DYKE then addressed the committee 
during the hour. [His speech will be found in 
the Appendix.} 

Mr. VAN DYKE having concluded— 

The CHAIR gave the floor to 

Mr. HALL, who yielded to a motion that the 
Committee rise, 

The motion having been agreed to, the commit- 
tee rose, and the Chairman reported the action of 
the committee on the bill relating to the harbor 
of Baltimore, and progress on the California mes- 
sage and bill. 


HARBOR OF BALTIMORE. 


The SPEAKER stated ‘the question to be on 
the engrossment of the bill “to continue in force 
the act therein mentioned, relating to the port of 
Baltimore.” a 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading, (at 
this time,) and having been read a third time by 
its title, and the question being, ‘ Shall this bill 
pass? 

Mr. PUTNAM said, he hoped the bill would 
not be passed at this timeand’in such hot haste. It 
had been presented to the House unaccompanied 
by any wrilten report,and it had been passed 
through the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union with little or no consideration. It 
seemed to him that the House should have op- 
portunity to examine into its provisions, and 
should receive at least some more information upon 
it than had as yet been obtained. 

Mr. McLANKE (interposing) suggested that the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Putnam] should 
allow the bill to pass, and should enter a motion to 
reconsider. 

Mr. PUTNAM said he was very well persuaded 
that the bill ought not to pass; at all events, before 
he voted one way or the other, he desired that 
some information. more than the House had yet 
received should be given. He moved that the 
House adjourn. 

_ The motion having been decided in the affirma- 
tive, the House, pending the question on the pas- 
sage of. the bill, adjourned. 
- pea 2 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of ‘Teimessee, gave notice that on to- 
morrow, Or some future day, he would introduce a bill 
of the following title, viz: “ A bill to encourage agriculture 
and for other purposes.” x 
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PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 


presented under the rule and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees, viz: 


By Mr. SPALDING: The petition of George W. Jobnson 
and 108 other legal voters of the city of Buffalo, New York, 
for the establishment and protection of freedom in the ter- 
Hines of the United States. 

sò, two petitions in favor of cheap postage. 

By Mr. RUMSEY: Three petitions from. teachers and 
students of Alfred Academy, New York, praying a reduc- 
ihe af ostage to two cents per half ounce on prepaid 

ars, 
© Also, the petition of Hiram M. Bostwick and others, of 
Corning, Steuben county, New York, for same purpose. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Independence, New York, 
for same purpose. 

Also, two petitions from citizens of Steuben county, New 
York, for same purpose. 

Also, a petition froin citizens of Allegany, New York, for 
same purpose. e 

Also, two petitions from citizens of Addison, Steuhen 
county, New York, praying for the repeal of the act of Con- 
gress of 26th February, 1845, extending the patent for 
Woodworth’s planing machine. 

Ey Mr. GOULD: The petition and affidavit of Enos Mal- 
lory for a pension. 

By Mr. KING, of Rhode Island: The petition of the heirs 
of Godfrey Wen wood. 

By Mr. TAYLOR: The petition of Snowden Sargent and 
ea citizens of Pike county, Ohio, praying for cheap 

stage. 

By Mr. CABLE, of Ohio: A petition from James Jones 
and 68 others, and from J C. Smith and 78 other ciiizens of 
Jefferson county, Ohio, for a mail-route from Wellsville, by 
way of Knoxville, Bowling Green, Richmond, Annapolis, 
Bloomingdale, Sinithfield, Mount Pleasant, Colerain, to 
St. Clairsville, Ohio. 

Hy Mr, BRIGGS: The petition of ©. Mason and 28 others, 
citizens of New York, asking Congress to establish th: 
rates of leiter postage at two cents prepaid per half ounce. 

By Mr. FULLER: The petition of Samuel Wheeler and 
suudry oiher citizens of Washington county, Maine, sbip- 
owners, praying Congress to cause ʻo be removed. certain 
obstructions ia the Tide waters of Cobscook Falls in the 
Passamaquoddy Bay. 

By Mr. GOODENOW:: The petition of Thomas D. Rob- 
inson and 422 other citizens, engaged in commercial busi- 
ness at the portot Bath, in the State of Maine, asking for an 
appropriation for the erection of a custom-house at said 

ath. 

Also, the petition of George Pierce and other citizens of 
the United States, asking that Deseret may be speedily ad- 
mitted into the Union asa State, without regard to their 
method of worshipping God. 

ByMr. MATTESON: The petition of Ezra Wood and 
139 others, citizens of Whitestown, Oneida county, in favor 
of reducing. postage toa uniform rate of two cents on pre- 
paid letters weighing half an ounce or less. 

Also, the petition of Z. Hil! and 115 other citizens, of 
Rome, in same county, for the same purpose. 

Also, the petition of Rev. Pindar Field and 50 others, 
citizens of Marshall, in same county, for the same purpose. 

Also, the petition of Savage & Moore, manufacturers, and 
20 others, citizens of Paris, same county, for same purpose. 

Also, the petition of Wm. F. Owen and 99 others, citizens 
of Broomville, same county, for same purpose. 

Also, the peiition of Tuomas James and 34 others, citizens 
of same county, for same purpose. 

Also, the petition of the principal and students of Clinton 
Grammar School, in same county, for same purpose. 

By Mr. BUTLER, of Connecticut: The memorial of 
George Dudley and others, praying a rednetion of postage. 

Also, the memorial of Anson Colt and others, praying 
Congress to take action in favor of “ Stipulatid Arbitration” 
for the purpose of settling national difficulties and prevent- 
ing war, 

By Mr. BOWLIN: The petition of J. R. Woodsides and 
8&8 others, citizens of Oregon and Ripley counties, Missouri, 
praying the establishment of a mail route from Thomas- 
ville, the county seat of Oregon county, via Mill Creek, and 
Doniphan, the county seat of Ripley county, and Martins- 
burg, in said county, to the county seat of Butler county. 

Algo, the petition of Stephen J, C. Barksdale and 32 
others, citizens of Shannon county, Missouri, praying the 
establishment of a mail-route from Breckenridge’s Mill, in 
Crawford county, to Eminence, the county seat of Shan- 
non county. 

Also, the petition of the Mississippi and Pacific Railroad 
Company of Missouri, praying the right of way and a dona- 
tion of the public lands along the route in alternate sections 
to aid in the construction of the said road through the State 
of Missouri, 

By Mr. HOWE: The petition of David Himsed and 52 
others, citizens of the county of Union, Pennsylvania, pray- 
ing Congress to make a change in the present tariff laws, 

‘Also, the petition of John Thornton and 40 others, citi- 
zens of the same county, and upon the same subject. 

Also, the petition of John M. Clark and 44 others, citizens 
of the same county, and upon the same subject. 

Also, the petition of William H. Forker and 40 others, 
citizens of the same county, and upon the same subject. | 

tso, the petition of Wiltiam Mitchell and 43 others, citi- 
zens of the same county, and upon the same subject. i 

Also, the petition of James McFarland and 42 others, citi- 
zens of the county of Union, Pennsylvania, asking Congress 
to reduce the rates of postage and to abolish the franking 
privilege, &«. 
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By Mr. HENRY: The petition of Marshall Newton and 
others, of Newfarce, Vermont, for cheap postage. k 
By Mr. McLANAHAN: The petition from citizens of 


Perry county, Pennsylvania, for the reduction of postage. 


By Mr. WILMOT: The petition signed by 45 citizens of 
Bradford county, Pennsylvania, asking for a reduction in the 
rates of postage. 

By Mr. MANN, of Pennylvania: The petition of John- 
ston Shrum and 37 others, citizens of Westmoreland coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania, praying Congress to grant relief to the offi- 
cers and soldiers of the late war with Great Britain. 

By Mr. MATTESON: The petition of Milton Lyman 
and 26 others, citizens of Marshall, Oneida county, New 
York, in favor of settling national difficulties by stipulated 
arbitration of a Congress of Nations. 

Also, the petition of Job Parker and 90 others, citizens of 
Oneida county, New York, in favor of releasing from prison 
Daniel Drayton and Sayre, confined in prison in the Dis- 
triet of Columbia for aiding in the escape of slaves, aud to 
guard against its recurrence by the highest penalties. 

By Mr. JACKSON: The petition of Henry C. Wheeler, 
John H. Young, and 37 others; citizens of Benton, Yates coun~ 
ty, New York, praying that a uniform rate of postage of five 
cents be charged on ail letters not exceeding half an ounce 
in weight any distance in the United States, and that news- 
papers be transmitted in the mail thirty mies, or within the 
county where published, free of postage. 

Also, the petition of J. N. Dox, and 42 others, citizens of 
the same place, for the same. 

Also, the petition of Robt. Chissom, James B. Carr, and 


' 36 others, citizens of Jerusalem, Yates county, New York, 


on the same subject. 

By Mr. BINGHAM: Two petitions from F. W. Curtinus 
and other officers of the Ist Regiment of Michigan Volun- 
teers, for additional remuneration. 

By Mr. CLEVELAND: The petition of citizens of Nor- 
wich, Connecticut, for cheap postage. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Išaston, Connecticut, for 
cheap postage, 

By Mr. FOWLER: The petition of Samuel B. King, and 
75 others, citizens of ‘Taunton, Massachusetts, praying the 
passage of a bill for the reduction of postage on prepaid let- 
ters to Iwo cents. 

By Mr. SCHERMERHORN: The petition of H. T, Spen- 
cer and sixty-four others, inhabitants of the village of Char- 
lotte, at the mouth of Genesee river and harbor on Lake 
Ontario, New York, praying for an appropriation for the 
repair and completion of the works necessary to the safety 
of said harbor. 

Also, the petition of Wm. H. Burchard and others, stu- 
dents of the Madison University, New York, for cheap 
postage. 

Also, the petition of the citizens of Rochester, New York, 
for cheap postage and the abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. CONGER: ‘I'he petition of ninety-two citizens of 
Moravia, Cayuga county, New York, for the reduction of 
postage to two cents on prepaid letters. 

Alsa, of forty-five teachers and students of. Cortland 
Academy, New York, for the same. 

Also, the petition of sixty-six citizens of Auburn and 
vicinity, New York, for the prohibition of slavery and the 
slave trade in all the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of sixty-seven citizens of the same 
place for the repeal of all laws authorizing slavery in the 
District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of ninety-six citizens of Virgil, Cort- 
land county, New York, for the relief of Drayton and Sayre, 
now in prison in the District of Columbia, and for the abo- 
lition of slavery in said District. 

By Mr. WOOD: A memorial from the Hon. Robert Lee, 
of Crawford county, Ohio, praying Congress to establish a 
mail-ronte from Mount Gilead, in Morrow county, througa 
Tberia, Galien, Leesvil'e, Liberty, Carners, De Kalb, and 
Tyro, in the county of Crawford, to Plymouth, in the 
county of Riehland, twice a week. 

Also, a petition from James Clements and 108 others, 
citizens of said counties, ov the same subject. 

Also, a petition from J. N. Fry and 82 others, citizens of 
sa d counties, on the same subject. 

Also, the memorial of David Ross, of Wood county, 
Ohio, suggesting various alterations in the post office law. 

Also, a petition from Ð. A. Simon and 58 others, citizens 
of Crawford county, Ohio, praying Congress to reduce the 
postage on all prenaid letters to two cents. 

Also, a petition from Mary P. Robinson and 27 other 
ladies, of Crawford county, Ohio, asking Congress to re- 
duce the postage on all prepaid letters to two cents. 

Also, a petition from E. Giles and 57 other citizens of 
Wyandot county, Ohio, praying Congress to repeal so 
much of the postage Jaw as prohibits publishers of news- 
papers from sending their papers through counties where 


‘published free of postage; also, for reduction of prepaid 


letters to two cents. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, March 4, 1850. 
On motion of Mr. FOOTE, the 47th standing 
rule was suspended so far as to permit the pres- 


ence of ladies on the floor of the Senate, by whom 
the privileged seats were already occupied. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented two petitions from 
citizens of Rochester, New York, asking a reduc- 
tion of the rates of postage to two cents on prepaid 
letters not exceeding half an ounce, and that the 


franking privilegé may be abolished; which were 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. : oe 

Also, a petition from citizens of the city, county, 
and State of New York, in favor of reducing the 
rates of postage to two cents on all prepaid letters 
not exceeding half an ounce; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. HALE presented a petition from citizens 
of Sanborton, in the State of New Hampshire, 
asking the timely adoption of some measures by 
which international disputes may be settled without 
resort to war; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. SEWARD presented a memorial of citi- 
zens of Victory, in the State of New York, asking 
that pensions may be granted to the widows and 
orphans of officers and soldiers of the last war 
with Great Britain; which’ was referred tothe 
Commitiee on Pensions. ; . aiD 

Also, two petitions from citizens of Rochester, 
New York, asking a reduction of the rates. of 
postage and the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition from citizens of New York city, 
in favor of a reduction of the rates of postage to 
two cents on all prepaid letters not exceeding half 
an ounce. 

Also, from citizens of York, Livingston county, 
New York, asking that the rates of postage may 
be reduced to two cents on all prepaid letters not 
exceeding half an ounce, and no postage on news- 
papers to exceed one cent. 

Also, from citizens of Genesee county, New 
York, asking a reduction on the rates of letters to 
two cents for each half ounce; all of which. peti- 
tions were referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads a 

Also, the memorial of Benjamin Tatham and 
Henry B. Tathain, asking an extension of their 
patent for an invention for manufacturing lead 
pipes; which was referred to the Committee on 
Patents and the Patent Office. 

Also,a petition from citizens of Buffalo and two 
petitions from citizens of Auburn and its vicinity, 
in the State of New York, praying that fugitive 
slaves may be allowed the right of trial’ by jury 
when arrested by their owners in any State other 
than that in which they may be held to service.” - 

Mr. COOPER presented ‘a’ memorial from ‘citi- 
gens of Lebanon county, Pennsylvania, asking 
that an agricultural bureau may. be’established' at 
Washington, and setting forth that while, as the 
most numerous portion of the people of this great 
country, we are compelled to bear a very large 
proportion of the public burdens, they feel: that 
they have aright to claim and expect from Gov- 
ernment the same care and solicitude that are ex- 
tended to the military, commercial, and manufac- 
turing interests of the nation; which was referred 
to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, a memorial of citizens of Centre county, 
Pennsylvania, asking a modification of the tariff 
of 1846. 

Also, a petition from citizens of Venango coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania, asking a modification of the 
tariff of 1846. . 

Also, two memorials from citizens of Clarion 
county, Pennsylvania, asking for a modification 
of ihe tariff of 1846; all which were severally-re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. ttie% 

Mr. HAMLIN presented a petition from mem- 
bers of the Crescent and Cynosure Division of 
Sons of ‘Temperance in Bangor; Maine; which 
was referred to the Committée on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. Ae 7 

Mr. BRADBURY presented the memorial of 
John Mercer, asking indemnity for French spolia- 
tions prior te 1800; which was ordered to lie onthe 
table. : A eS Eaa 
Mr. FELCH presented a memorial from citi- 
zens residing on the south shore of Lake Superior, 
asking the construction of a ship canal around the 
Falls of the Ste. Mary, the improvement of Eagle 
Harbor, at the mouth of Ontonagon river, and the 
erection of a lighthouse and breakwater at the 
mouth of Eagle river: 
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Also; two petitions from citizens of Ontonagon, 
Michigan, asking the improvement of the harbors 
at the mouth of Ontonagon river; which were sev- 
erally referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
até the proceedings of a mecting of citizens held at 
Indianapolis, Indiana, in favor of allowing bounty 
lands to the officers and soldiers. who. served in the 
several Indians wars subsequent to the Revolu- 
tion, and. during the last war with -Great Britain; 


which was referred to. the Committee on Military | 


Affairs. : 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the memorial. of the 
Portland Society of Natural History in the State 
of Maine, asking that they may be furnished with 


a copy ofthe scientific works of the Exploring Ex- ‘ 


pedition anda set of the duplicate specimens in 


natural history: collected by said expedition; ; 


which. was referred to the Committee on the Li- 
brary. 


Mr. ATCHISON presented a petition of citi- | 
zens of Hannibal, Missouri, asking the establish- : 
route from Hannibal to St. : 
Joseph, in this State; which was referred to the | 


ment. of a mail 


Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. JONES presented the petition of Frederick 
Dixon, asking compensation for services rendered, 
wounds received, and property sacrificed in the 
military service of the United States; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, a petition from Patrick Conway, a soldier 
in the late war with Great Britain, asking to be 


allowed bounty land; which was referred to the | 


Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, a petition from citizens of Galena, Illinois, 
asking a reduction of the rates of postage; which 
was referred to the Committée on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 


THE PATENT LAWS. 


Mr, DICKINSON. I have been requested to 
resent to the Senate the petition of Horace H. 
ay, Henry R. Dunham, James Renwick, and 


James Stimpson, a sub-committee on behalf of a | 


Convention of Inventors, and others interested in 
patent property, which was held at Baltimore in 
the month of September last. 

This memorial and draught of a bill originated 
with that Convention—a body representing truly 
the interests of inventors and of the public. For 
many years inventors and others have experienced 
much vexation and inconvenience by reason of the 
imperfect operations of the law of 1836, and sub- 
sequent alterations and amendments have failed to 
remedy the grievance, and the whole system is 
now patched up, incompleteand uncertai 


mportant questions may not be Jost, they propose 
to preserve such parts of the law of 1836 as ex- 


perience has proved to be useful, and to add such ` 


provisions as will make it, as far as may be, 
equal and just in its operations, and mark clearly 
the line between the rights of the inventors and 
the public. 


for annulling patenis erroneously. issued, and thus 
protecting the public on the one hand, and the 
patentee or owner on the other. ` ; i 

During the existence of the patent, nothing can 
be more unjust and -oppressive to the inventor, 
who has given. the productions of his genius to 
the world, under a guarantee, by his Government, 
of exclusive ownership. for a limited period, than 
to require him to litigate the validity of his patent 
over any and every question which may arise col- 
laterally concerning itin.any court, In any part 


n. Never- j 
theless, that the benefit of judicial decisions upon | 


So oppressive had the operation of the patent 


laws proved, that in 1845 a national convention 


assembled in New York to take measures to | 


remedy these evils; and since that time, similar 
conventions have been held in Philadelphia, Bos- 
ton, and Baltimore. 


presented, was prepared by or under the direction : 


of three able and experienced counsellors. It was 
then considered carefully by a committee of the 


convention, and, with their suggestions, referred | 


again to those who prepared it, that it might be 
made to conform to the views which a large ex- 
perience had matured and embodied in the shape 


of amendments; and, in its present form, is the | 


joint production of learned counsellors and those 
interested in patent property. 


The present system protects neither the inven- 
tor ner the public, and, by allowing collateral . 


contests, begets and fosters endless and profitless 
litigation. The patent is granted upon private 
application, and the present system provides no 


The draught of a bill, now || 


adequate remedy for procuring it cancelled, how- | 


ever improperly issued. The proposed bill per- 
mits any one aggrieved to institute proceedings for 
its repeal, and for a direct and prompt trial of the 
issue, and in prosecutions it prevents any defence, 
except that the defendant is not using the inven- 
tion. These are the two great and marked fea- 
{ures of the proposed bill—dispensing with col- 
lateral. litigations, and providing a direct remedy 


of the United States, having jurisdiction to the 
amount of a single dollar, and subjecting him to 
all the embarrassments whicl: caprice and ig- 
norance may unite against him. This bill, it bas 
been already said, was designed to remedy this 
|| evil, and at the same time to give security to the 
pubiic. against fraud and imposition by simple, 
direct, and speedy remedies. 

The present is deemed a fit occasion to call the 
attention of the Senate to the objects of the patent 
fund, and to insist that it should be preserved for 
the benefit of the inventors—sacred to the con- 
tribution’ of science. No class have done more 
i| to add to the permanent glory of the nation—the 
wealth, and happiness, and elevation of the 
people; and yet this fund is now being depre- 
ciated, if not exhausted, upon objects as question- 
j! able in point of utility, as the authority by which 
they are prosecuted. 

The petition was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, and the motion to print was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Printing. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion by Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, 


Ordered, 'That the petition of John Mounts, on the files 
i| of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. CLEMENS, 

Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw the doen- 
ments on the files of the Senate relating to the claim of N. 
G. Hamilton. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTERS. 


Mr. DAWSON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to which was referred the documents 
in relation to the claim of Capt. George E. Mc- 
Clelland’s company of Florida volunteers, sub- 
mitted a report, which was ordered to be printed, 
accompanied by a bill to authorize the Secretary 
of War to cause to be paid to Capt. George E. 
McClellan, his officers, and men composing his 
company of mounted volunteers full pay for 
services rendered, subsistence and forage fur- 
nished in East Florida, in the year 1840, which 
was read and passed to a second reading. = 

Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to which was referred the motion to print the 
|} message of the President of the United States 
|| covering # report made in compliance with a reso- 
lution calling for the amount of prize money paid 
into the Treasury of the United States, &c., re- 
ported in favor of printing the same; which was 
concurred in. 

The Senate then proceeded to consider the ad- 
verse reports made from time to time. 


‘| The adverse report made by the Committee on 


Patents on the petition of Peter U. Morgan, was 
considered; and on motion of Mr.. BALDWIN, 
i the report was ordered to lic on the table. 

The adverse report made by the Committee on 
the Judiciary, in relation to the extension of the 
maritime jurisdiction of the United States over 
ee rivers and harbors thereof, was considered; 
anc 

On motion by Mr. CORWIN, the report was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

The Senate then proceeded to consider the ad- 
verse report of the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
on the claim of Francis B. Stockton for the pay- 
ment of certain traveling expenses; and on motion 
by Mr. KING, it was ordered to lie on the table. 

The several adverse reports, on the memorial of 
Isabella Cole, execu:rix of William Cole, the me- 
morial of John Pearce, junior, the memorial of 
Charles Colburn, the petition of Thomas Webb, 
and John Cookern, and the memorial of Margaret 
Carmick, were taken up and concurred in. 

POST OFFICE REMOVALS. 

The Senate then proceeded to consider the res- 
olution submitted by Mr. Dicxinson, on the third 
of January, relative to the removal of postmasters 
and deputy postmasters. 

Mr. GREENE on behalf of Mr. Petes, who 
į appeared in his seat for the first time since his re- 


cent indisposition, proposed toamend the resolu- 
tign so as to direct the inquiry to be made of the 
President of the United States, instead of the Post- 
master General. f 

Mr. DICKINSON expressed “his willingness to 
accept the amendment. 

Mr. DAWSON. _I will say to the honorable 
Senator. from New York, that I presume he thor- 
vughly understands the object he has in view in 
this inquiry, and thata mistake may have occurred 
on the part of the Postmaster General in appoint- 
ing an individual to office where the amount to be 
received by the incumbent exceeded one thousand 
dollars. An occurrence of this kind did take 
place. It was supposed to be an: office that was 
not worth more than one thousand dollars per an- 
num, but in reality it turned out that the amount 
exceeded that sum by a few hundred dollars; and 
as soon as the mistake was discovered the appoint- 
ment was revoked, and the matter was referred to 
the Executive immediately. Is that the case in 
which. the honorable Senator seeks for informa- 
tion ? 

Mr. DICKINSON. I understand there has 
been a class of appointments of this nature. Ido 
not know of the case to which the Senator alludes 
particularly. It can be no great trouble, however, 
to furnish us with the reply to the inquiry con- 
tained in this resolution. 

Mr. DAWSON. We are all aware that, ac- 
cording to law, in those cases in which the emolu- 
ment exceeds one thousand dollars, the appoint- 
ment belongs to the Executive Department, or 
rather to the President; and in all cases where it 
fails below that sum, to the Postmaster General. 
Now, in one case, as I understand, where the 
amount was not precisely known, or was not par: 
ticularly observed by the clerk at the time, a com- 
mission was issued by the Postmaster General; 
but as soon as the mistake was discovered, the 
commission was withdrawn. Lonly ask the hon- 
orable Senator if that was the case to which he 
alluded ? 

Mr. DICKINSON. I know of a case in the 
State of New York where the Postmaster General 
assumed to appoint, and persisted in the appoint- 
ment, although it was beyond his jurisdiction. I 
am obliged to the gentleman from Georgia for his 
statement, but | prefer to have a response to the 
resolution either from the Postmaster General or 
from the President. I have been informed that 
other cases of a similar kind have occurred, though 
I do not know the fact. : 

Mr. DAWSON. | take occasion to say, that 
out of the twenty thousand post offices there has 
been but one appointment made by the Postmaster 
General that was not within his jurisdiction, and 
that was not done out of any usurpation of power 
on his part, but through a mistake. 

Mr. DICKINSON, I shall be among the first 
to excuse it-if it is a mere mistake. 

The amendment suggested by Mr. GREENE on 
behalf of Mr. Purips was then agreed to, and the 
resolution was adopted as follows: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to cause the Senate to be informed whether the 
Postinaster General, cither by himself or his assistants, has 
at any time removed, or attempted to remove, before the ex- 
piration of the term tor which he was commissioned, by the 
appointment of a successor, or in any other manner, and 
how, any deputy postmaster or posunasters who held ap- 
pointinents under the President of the United States, made 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, under 
and in pursuance of the law of Congress entitled “ Anact to 
change the organization of the Post Office Department, and 
to provide more effectually for the settlement of the accounts 
thereof,” approved 2d of July, 1886; andit any such removal 
or removals have been made or attempted, that he ‘specify 
the number, the names of the officers, and the offices they 
held respectively; and also that he inform the Senate 
whether, in his own name or that of either of his assi tants, 
and which of them, the Postmaster General has appointed, 
or claimed the authority to appoint, or attempted tu appoint, 
persons to fill the vacancies thus created, aud issued to them 
letters of appointment and commissions, or either, and 
which of them, and whether more ihan one of each or of 
either was issued to the same appointee, and to whom and 
at what office or offices, and the reasons therefor; aud that 
a copy of such Jetters of appointment and commissions be 
furnished, if in his power, and if not, the substance thereof, 
including names, dates, and signatures; and farther, whether 


the Postmaster General has attempted, and by what means, 
to enforceany such removal or appoiutment. 


PRINTING FOR COMMITTEES. 
_Mr. YULEE submitted the following for eon- 
sideration: - 
Ordered, That cirenlars ordered by committees of this 
body with the purpose of collecting information upon sub- 


jects referred to their consideration shall be executed by the 
printer employed to print for the Senate, 


HE CONGRESSIONA GLOBE. 
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‘NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. WALKER gave notice that he would-to- 
morrow, or at some subsequent’ day, ask leave to 
introduce a bill to provide the incipient. measures 
necessary for the construction of a railroad from 
the Mississippi river to the Pacific ocean. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. SEWARD. It becomes necessary that I 
should ask- the forbearance of the Senate for a mo- 
ment, in-order that I may explain some remarks 
which, as apprehended, were misunderstood in 
a part of the debate which'occurred on the bill for 
the relief of Conrad. W. Faber and others. I 
would not trouble the Senate with any remarks 
on the subject if the misapprehension affected my- 
self personally; but ithas excited some discomfort 
in diplomatic quarters. 

I was understood to have stated in the debate 
that T was authorized by the Secretary of State to 
say that the war between Germany and Denmark 
had ceased to exist. l have not a distinct recol- 
lection of what I did say on that occasion, but 
what it would have been correct to say was, that 
that German Empire which was the principal in 
the bond taken by this Government to preserve 
the neutrality of the United States, had ceased to 
exist on the 20th of December last, when the Vicar 
the Archduke John surrendered his authority; and 
that.German Empire which he represented having 
ceased to exist, at that time the operation of the 
bond was spent. Sureties in a bond cannot be 
made liable beyond its plain conditions, and the 
parties who were to be relieved could not have 
been made responsible for the acts of any other 
than their own principal. I will take occasion 
barely to add, that I had no intention at that time 
—it was no part of my object—and I presume that 
no other Senator had any intention or disposition 
to abandon the neutral policy of the United States. 


THE COMPROMISE. 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of ; 
the special order, being the resolutions submitted ` 


by Mr. Cray, upon which this day had been as- 
signed to the Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. 
Ca.uoun.] - 

Mr. CALHOUN. As much indisposed as I 
have been, Mr. President and Senators, I have felt 
it to be my duty to express to you my sentiments 
upon the great question which has agitated the 
country and occupied your attention. And I am 
under peculiar obligations to the Senate for the 
very courteous manner in which they have afford- 
ed me an opportunity of being heard to-day. 

I had hoped that it would have been in my pow- 
er during the last week to have delivered my 
views in relation to this all-engrossing subject, but 
I was prevented from doing so by being attacked 
by a cold which is at this time so prevalent, and 
which has retarded the recovery of my strength. 

Acting under the advice of my friends, and ap- 
prehending that it might not be in my power to 
deliver my sentiments before the termination of 
the debate, I have reduced to writing what I in- 
tended to say. And, without further remark, I 
will ask the favor of my friend, the Senator be- 
hind me to read it. 

Mr. MASON. It affords me great pleasure to 
comply with the request of the honorable Senator, 
and to read his remarks. 

The honorable gentleman then read Mr. CaL- 
Houn’s remarks as follows: 


‘Mr. CALHOUN. Ihave, Senators, believed 


from the first that the agitation of the subject of | 
slavery would, if not prevented by some timely | 


and effective measure, end in disunion. Enter- 
taining this opinion, I have, on all proper occa- 
sions, endeavored to call the attention of each of 
the two great parties which divide the country to 
adopt some measure to prevent so greata disas- 
ter, but without success. The agitation has been 


permitted to proceed, with almost no attempt to | 
resist it, until it has reached a period when it can į 
no longer be disguised or denied that the Union is | 
You have thus had forced upon you |: 


in danger. t 
the greatest and the gravest question that can ever 


come under your consideration: How can the 
Union be preserved? a 

To give a satisfactory answer to this mighty 
question, it is indispensable to have an accurate 
and thorough knowledge of the nature and the 
character of the cause by which the Union is en- 
dangered. “Without such knowledge it is impos- 
sible to pronounce, with any certainty, by what 


measure it can be saved; just as it would be im- 
possible for a physician to pronounce; in the case 
of sofne dangerous disease, with any certainty, 
by what remedy the patient could be saved, 
without familiar knowledge of the nature and 
character of the cause of the disease. The first 
question, then, presented for consideration, in the 
investigation I propose to make, inorder to ob- 
tain’such knowledge, is: What is it that. has en- 
dangered the Union? 

To this question there can be but one answer: 
that the immediate cause is the almost universal 
discontent which pervades all the States com- 
posing the southern section of the Union. This 
widely-extended discontent is not of recent origin. 
lt commenced with the agitation of the slavery 
question, and has been increasing ever since. The 
next quesiion, going one step further back, is: 
What lias caused this widely-diffused and almost 
universal discontent? . 

Iisa great mistake to suppose, as js by some, 
that it originated with demagogues, who excited 
the discontent with the intention of aiding their 
personal advancement, or with the disappointed 
ambition of certain politicians, who resorted to it 
as the means of retrieving their fortunes. On the 
contrary, all the great political influences of the 
section were arrayed against excitement, and ex- 
erted to the utmost to keep the people quiet. The 
great mass of the people of the South were divi- 
ded, as in the other section, into Whigs and Dem- 
ocrats. The leaders and the presses of both parties 
in the South were very solicitous to prevent ex- 
citement and to preserve quiet; because it was 
scen that the effects of the former would necessa- 
rily tend to weaken, if not destroy, the political 
ties which united them with their respective par- 
ties in the other section. Those who know the 
strength of party ties will readily appreciate the 
immense force which this cause exerted against 
agitation and in favor of. preserving quiet. But, 
| as great as it was, it was not sufficiently so to 

prevent the, wide-spread discontent which now 
pervades the section. No; some cause, far deeper 
and more powerful than the one supposed, must 
exist, to account for discontent so wide and deep. 
The question, then, recurs: What is the cause of 
| this discontent? Jt will be found in the belief of 
the people of the southern States, as prevalent as 
the discontent itself, that they cannot remain, as 
things now are, consistently with honor and safety, 
in the Union. The next question to be consid- 
ered is: What has caused this belief? 

One of the causes is, undoubtedly, to be traced 
to the long-continued agitation of the slave ques- 
tion on the part of the North, and the many ag- 
gressions which they have made on the rights of 
the South during the time. I will not enumerate 
them at present, as it will be done hereafter, in its 
proper place. i p . 

There is another, lying back of it, with which 
this is intimately connected, that may be regarded 
as the great and primary cause. That is to be 
found in the fact that the equilibrium between the 
two sectionsin the Government, as it stood when 
the constitution was ratified and the Government 
put in action, has béen destroyed. At that time 
| there was nearly a perfect equilibrium between 
the two, which afforded ample means to each to 
protect itself against the aggression of the other; 
but, as it now stands, one section has the exclu- 
sive power of controlling the Government, which 
leaves the other without any adequate means of 
protecting itself against its encroachment and op- 
pression. To place this subject distinctly before 
you, I have, Senators, prepared a brief statistical 
statement, showing the relative weight of the two 
sections in the Government under the first census 
of 1790 and the last census of 1840. 

According to the former, the population of the 


Tennessee, which then were in their incipient con- 
dition of becoming States, but were not actually 
admitted, amounted to 3,929,827. Of this num- 
ber the northern States had 1,977,899, and the 
: southern 1,952,072, making a difference of only 
| 25,827 in favor of the former States. . The rum- 
ber of States, including Vermont, Kentucky, and 


TAa 


| 
| Vermont, belonged to the northern section, and 
eight, including Kentucky and Tennessee, to 


|| States between the two sections under the first 
|i census. ‘There was a smali preponderance in. the 


United States, including Vermont, Kentucky, and | 


Tennessee, was sixteen; of which eight, including | 


i| the southern; making an equal division of the | 


House of Representatives, and-in the electoral.col- 
lege, in favor of the northern, owing-to. the fact, 
that, atcording to:the provisions of the Constito- 
tion, in estimating Federal: numbers, five- dlaves 
count: but. three; ‘but it. was" too : small -to affect 
sensibly the’ perfect equilibrium which, with that 
exception, existed at the-time. : Such. was the 
equality of the two sections. when ‘thé States. com- 
posing them agreed to’enter intoa Federal Union. 
Since then the equilibrium. between them has been 
greatly disturbed. . pas 

According to the last census the aggregate pop- 
ulation of the United States amounted to 17,063,357, 
of which the northern section contained 9,728,920 
and the southern 7,334,437, making a difference, 
in round numbers, of 2,400,000. The, number of 
States had increased from sixteen to twenty-six, 
making an addition of ten States. In the mean- 
time the position of Delaware had hecome doubt- 
ful as to which section she properly belongs. Con- 
sidering her as neutral, the northern States will 
have thirteen and the southern States twelve; 
making a difference in the Senate of two Senators 
in favor of the former. According to.the appor- 
tionment under the census of 1840, there were 223 
members of the House of Representatives, of 
which the northern States had 135 and the south- 
ern States (considering Delaware as neutral) 87; 
making a difference in favor of the former inthe 
House of Representatives of 48, The difference 
in the Senate of two members, added to this, gives 
to the North in the electoral college a majority of 
50. Since the census of 1840 four States. have 
been added to the Union; Iowa, Wisconsin, 
Florida, and Texas. They leave the difference in 
the Senate as it stood when the census was taken; 
but add two to the side of the North in the House, 
making the present majority in the House in its 
favor 50, and in the electoral college 52. 

The result of the whole is to give the northern 
section a predominance in every part of the Gov- 
ernment, and thereby concentrate in it the two 
elements which constitute the Federal. Govern- 
ment—a majority of Statesand a majority of their 
population, estimated in federal numbers. What- 
ever section concentrates the two in itself possesses 
the control of the entire Government. i 

But we are just at the close of the sixth decade, 
and the commencement of the seventh, The cen- 
sus is to be taken this year, which must add great- 
ly to the decided preponderance of the North in 
the House of Representatives and in the electoral 
college. The prospect is, also, that a great in- 
crease will be added to its present preponderance 
in the Senate during the period of the decade, by 
the addition of new States... Two. Territories, Or- 
egon and Minnesota, are already in progress, and 
strenuous efforts are making to bring:in three. ad- 
ditional States from the territory recently con- 
quered from Mexico; which, if successful, will add 
three other States in a short time to the northern 
section, making five States; and increasing the 
present number of its States from fifteen to twenty, 
and of its Senators from thirty to forty. On the 
contrary, there is nota single territory in prog- 
ress in the southern section, and no certainty that 
any additional State will be added to it during the 
decade. ‘The prospect then, is, that the two sec- 
tions in the Senate, should the efforts now made 
to exclude the South from the newly-acquired ter- 
ritories succeed, will stand, before the end of the 
decade, twenty northern States to twelve south- 
ern, (considering Delaware as neutral,) and forty 
northern Senators to twenty-four southern, This 
great increase of Senators, added to the great in- 
crease of members of the House of RepréSenta- 
tives and the clectoral college on the part of the 
North, which must take place under the next dec- 
ade, will effectually and irretrievably destroy the 
equilibrium which existed when the Government 
| commenced. : : 

1 Had this destruction been, the operation of time, 
| without the interference of Government, the South 
i| would have had no reason to complain; but such 
| 
| 


| was not the fact.. It was caused by the legislation 
| of this Government, which was appointed as the 
common agent of all, and charged with the protec- 
tion of the interests and security of all. The legis- 
lation by which it has been effected may be classed 
|| under three heads. The first is, that series of acts 
| by which the South has been excluded from the 
| common territory belonging to all of the States, as 
i} the members of the Federal Union, and which 
i| have had the effect of extending vastly the portion 
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allotted to the Northern section, and restricting 
within narrow limits. the portion. left the South;: 
the next consists in adopting a system of revenue 
cand disbursements, by which an undue proportion 
of the burden of taxation has been imposed upon 
‘the South, and an undue preportion of its proceeds 
appropriated to the North; and the last is a -sys- 
tem: of political. measures by which. the original 
character of the Government has. been radically 
changed. I propose to bestow upon each. of these, 


in the order they stand, a few remarks, with the 


view of showing that it is owing to. the action of 
ihis Government that the equilibrium. between the 
two ‘sections has been. destroyed, and- the whole 
powers of the system centered in a sectional ma- 
jority... ke 
IO T e first of the series of acts by which the South 
was deprived of its due share of the territories, 
originated with the Confederacy, which preceded 
the existénce of this Government. It is to be 
found in. the provision of the ordinance of 1787. 
Its effect was to exclude the South entirely from 
that vast and fertile region which lies between the 
Ohio and the Mississippi rivers, now embracing 
five States and one Territory. “The next of the 
series is the Missouri compromise, which excluded 
the South from that large portion of Louisiana 
which lies north of 36° 30’, excepting what is in- 
cluded in the State of Missouri. The last of the 
series excluded the, South from the whole of the 
Oregon Territory. All these, in the slang of the 
day, were what are called slave territories, and not 
free soil; that is, territories belonging to slavehold- 
ing powers, and open to the emigration of masters 
with their slaves. By these several acts, the 
South was excluded from 1,238,025 square miles, 
an extent of country considerably exceeding the 
entire valley of the Mississippi. To the South 
was Jeft the portion of the Territory of Louisiana 
lying south of 36° 30’, and the portion north of at 
included in the State of Missouri; the portion lying 
south of 360 30’, including the States of Louisiana 
‘and Arkansas; and the territory lying west of the 
Jatter and south of 36° 30’, called the Indian coun- 
try.. These, with the Territory of Florida, now 
the State, makes in the whole 283,503 square 
miles. To this must be added the territory ac- 
quired with Texas. If the whole should be added 
to the southern section, it would make an increase 
of 325,520, which would make the whole left to 
the South 609,023. But a large part of Texas is 
still in contest between the two sections, which 
Jeaves it uncertain what will be the real extent of 
the portion of territory that may be left to the 
South, 

l have not included the territory recently ac- 
quired by the treaty with Mexico. The North is 
making the most strenuous efforts to appropriate 
the whole to herself, by excluding the South from 
every foot of it. If she should succeed, it will 
add to that from which the South has already been 
excluded 526,078 square miles, and would increase 
the whole which the North has appropriated to 
herself to 1,764,023, not including the portion 
that she may succeed in excluding us from in 
Texas. To sum up the whole, the United States, 
gince they declared their independence, have ac- 
quired 2,373,046 square miles of territory, from 
which the North will have excluded the South, if 
she should succeed in monopolizing the newly 
acquired: territories, from about three-fourths of 
the whole, leaving to the South but about one- 
fourth. 

Such isthe first and great cause that has de- 
stroyed the equilibrium between the two sections 
in tife Government. 

The next is the system of revenue and dis- 
bursements which has been adopted by the Goy- 
ernment. Itis well known that the Government 
has derived its revenue mainly from duties on 
imports. I shall not undertake to show thatsuch 
duties must necessuzily fall mainly on the export- 
ing States, and that the South, as the great ex- 
porting portion of the Union, has in reality paid 
vastly more than her due proportion of the 
revenue; because I deem it unnecessary, as the 
subject has on so many occasions been fully dis- 
cussed. Norshall I, for the same reason, under- 
take to show that afar greater portion of the 
revenue has been disbursed at the North than its 
due share, and that the joint effect of these causes 
has been to transfera vast amount from South to 
North, which, under an equal system of revenue 
sand disbursements, would not have been lost to 


her. If to this be added, that many of the duties 
were imposed, not for revenue, but for protection, 


that is, intended to put money, not in the treasury | 


but direetly into the pockets of the manufacturers, 


some conception may be formed of the immense 


amount which, in the long course of sixty 
years, has been transferred from South to North. 
There are no data by which it can be estimated 
with any-certainty; but it is safe to say. that it 
amounts to hundreds of millions: of dollars. 
Under the most moderate estimate, it would be 
sufficient to. add greatly to the wealth of the North, 
and thus greatly incregse her population by at- 


tracting emigration from all quarters to that section. | 


This, combined with the great primary cause, 
amply explains why. the North has acquired a 
preponderance over every department of the Gov- 


ernment by its disproportionate increase of popu- | 
lation and States. ‘Che former, as has been shown, | 


bas increased in fifty years 2,400,000 over that of 
the South. This increase of population during so 
long a period, is satisfactorily accounted for by 
the number of emigrants, and the increase of their 
descendants, which have been attracted to the 
northern section from Europe and the South, in 
consequence of the advantages derived from the 
causes assigned. If they bad not existed; if the 


South had retained all the capital which has been | 


extracted from her by the fiscal action of the Gov- 
ernment; and, if it had not been excluded by the 
ordinance of ’87 and the Missouri compromise 
from the region lying between the Ohio and the 
Mississippi rivers, and between the Mississippi 
and the Rocky Mountains north of 36° 30’, it 
scarcely admits of a doubt that it would have 
divided the emigration with the North, and by 
retaining her own people, would have at least 
equalled the North in population under the census 
of 1840, and probably under that about to be taken. 
She would also, if she had retained her equal rights 
in those territories, have muintained an equality 
in the number of States with the North, and have 
preserved the equilibrium between the two sec- 
tions that existed at the commencement of the 
Government. The loss then of the equilibrium is 
to be attributed to the action of this Government, 

Bat while these measures were destroying the 
equilibrium between the two sections, the action 
of the Government was leading to a radical change 


in its character, by concentrating all the power of 


the system in itself. The occasion will not permit 
me to trace the measures by which this great 
change has been consummated. If it did, it would 
not be difficult to show that the process commenced 
at an early period of the Government; that it pro- 
ceeded, almost without interrupuon, step by step, 
until it absorbed virtually its entire powers. But, 
without going through the whole process to estab- 
lish the fact, it may be done satisfactorily by a 
very short statement. 

That the Government claims, and practically 
maintains, the right to decide in the last resort as 
to the extent of its powers, will scarcely be denied 
by any one conversant with the political history 


of the country. That it also claims the right to | 


resort to force to maintain whatever power she 
claims, against all opposition, is equally certain. 
Indeed it is apparent, from what we daily hear, 
that this has become the prevailing and fixed opin- 
ion of a great majority of the commanity. Now, 
Lask, what limitation can possibly be placed upon 
the powers of a Government claiming and exer- 
cising such rights? And, if none can be, how can 
the separate governments of the States, maintain 
and protect the powers reserved to them by te 
Constitution, or the people of the several States 
maintain those which are reserved to them, and 
among others, the sovereign powers by which they 
ordained and established, not only their separate 
State constitutions and governments, but also the 


Constitution and Government of the United States? ! 


But, if they have no constitutional means of main- 


taining them against the right claimed by this Gov- | 


ernment, it necessarily follows that they hold them 
at its pleasure and discretion, and that all the 
powers of the system are in reality concentrated in 
it. It also follows that the character of the 
Government has been changed, in consequence, 
from a Federal Republic, as it originally came from 
the hands of its framers, and that it has been 
changed into a great national consolidated Democe- 
racy. It has indeed, at present, all the character- 


istics of the latter, and not one of the former, 


! although it still retains its outward form. 


The result of the whole of these causes com- 
bined is, that the North has acquired. a decided 
ascendency over every department of this Govern- 
ment, and through ita control over all the powers 
of the system. “A single seetion, governed by the 
will of the numerical majority, has now, in facts 
the control of the Government and the entire 
powers of the system. What was once a consti- 
‘tutional Federal Republic is now converted, in re- 
ality, into one as absolute as that of the Autocrat 
of Russia, and as despotic in its tendency as any 
absolute Government that ever existed. 

As, then, the North has the absolute control over 
the Government, it is manifest that on all ques- 
tions between it and the South, where there is a 
diversity of interests, the interests of the latter 
will be sacrificed to the former, however oppressive 
the effects may be, as the South possesses no 
means by which it can resist through the action of 
the Government. But if there was no question of 
vital importance to. the South, in reference to 
which there was a diversity of views between the 
two sections, this state of things might be endured 
without the hazard of destruction to the-South. 
But such is not the fact. There is a question of 
vital importance to the southern section, in refer- 
ence to which the views and feelings of the two 
sections are as opposite and hostile as they can 
possibly be. 

I refer to the relation between the two races in 
the southern section, which constitutes a vital por- 
tion of her social organization. Every portion of 
the North entertains views and feelings more or 
less hostile to it. Those most opposed and hos- 
tile regard it as a sin, and consider themselves 
under the most sacred obligation to use every effort 
to destroy it. Indeed to the extent that they con- 
ceive they have power, they regard themselves as 
implicated in the sin, and responsible for sup- 
pressing it by the use of all and every means. 
‘Those less opposed and hostile, regard it as a 
crime—an offence against humanity, as they call 
it; and although not so fanatical, feel themselves 
bound to use all efforts to effect the same object; 
while those who are least opposed and hostile, 
regard it as a blot and a stain on the character of 
what they call the nation, and feel themselves 
accordingly bound to give it no countenance or 
support. On the contrary, the southern section 
regards the relation as one which cannot be de- 
stroyed without subjecting the two races to the 
greatest calamity, and the section to poverty, deso- 
lation, and wretchedness; and accordingly they 
feel bound by every consideration of interest and 
safety, to defend it. 

This hostile feeling on the part of the North 
towards the social organization of the South long 
lay dormant, but it only required some cause to 
act on those who felt most intensely that they 
were responsible for its continuance, to call it into 
action. The increasing power of this Govern- 
ment, and of the control of the northern section 
over all its departments, furnished the cause. It 
was this which made an impression on the minds 
of many that there was little or no restraint to 
prevent the Government from doing whatever it 
might.choose to do. This was sufficient of itself 
to put the most fanatical portion of the North in 
action for the purpose of destroying the” existing 
relation between the two races in the South. 

The first organized movement towards it com- 
menced in 1835. Then, for the first time, societies 
were organized, presses established, lecturers sent 
forth to excite the people of the North, and in- 
cendiary publications scattered over the whole 
South, through the mail. The South was tho- 
roughly aroused. Meetings were held every- 
where, and resolutions adopted, calling upon the 
North to apply a remedy to arrest the threatened 
evil, and pledging themselves to adopt meas- 
ures for their own protection if it was not ar- 
rested. At the meeting of Congress, petitions 
poured in from the North, calling upon Congress 
to abolish slavery in the Distriet of Columbia, 
and to prohibit what they called the internal slave 
trade between ihe States, announcing at the same 
time that their ultimate object was to abolish 
slavery, not only in the District, but in the States 
and throughout the Union. At this period the 
number engaged in the agitation was small, and 
possessed httle or no personal influence. 

Neither party in Congress had, at that time, any 
sympathy with them or their cause. The mem- 
bers of each pavty presented their petitions with 
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great reluctance. Nevertheless, as small'and con- 
temptible as the party then was, both of the great 
parties at the North dreaded ‘them. “They felt 
that, though small, they were organized in refer- 
ence to a subject which Had a great and command- 
ing influence over the. northern mind. Each party, 
on that account, feared to oppose their petitions, 
jest the opposite party should take advantage of 
the one who might: do so, by favoring their peti- 
tions. The effect was, that -both‘united in insist- 
ing that the petitions should be received, and that 
Congress, should take jurisdiction of the subject 
for which: they prayed. To justify their course, 
they took the extraordinary ground that Congress 
was bound to receive petitions on every subject, 
however objectionable it might be, and whether 
they had or had not jurisdiction over the subject. 
These views prevailed in the House of Represent- 
atives, and partially in the Senate, and thus the 
party succeeded in their first movemenis in gain- 
ing what they proposed—a position in Congress 
from which agitation could. be extended over the 
whole Union. This was the commencement of 
the agitation, which has ever since continued, and 
which, as is now acknowledged, has endangered 
the Union itself. 

__As for myself, I believed, at that early period, 
if the party who got up the petitions should suc- 
ceed in getting Congress to take jurisdiction, that 
agitation would follow, and that it would, in the 
end, if not arrested, destroy the Union. I then 
so expressed myself in debate, and called upon 
both parties to take grounds against assuming ju- 
risdiction, but in vain. Had my voice been heeded, 
and had Congress refused to take jurisdiction, by 
the united votes of all parties, the agitation which 
followed would have been prevented, and the fa- 


natical zeal that gives impulse to the agitation, and | 


which has brought us to our present perilous con- 
dition, would have become extinguished from the 
want of something to feéd the flame. 
the time for the North to show her devotion to the 
Union; but unfortunately both of the great parties 


of that section were so intent on obtaining or re- | 


taining party ascendency, that all other considera- 
tions were overlooked or forgotten. 

What has since followed are but the natural 
consequences. With the success of their first 
movement, this small fanatical party began to ac- 
quire strength; and with that to become an object 
of courtship to both the great parties. ‘The neces- 


sary consequence was a further increase of power, 
and a gradual tainting of the opinions of both of the 
other parties with their doctrines until the infection 
has extended over both; and the great mass of the 
population of the North who, whatever may be 
their opinion of the original abolition party, which 
still preserves its distinctive organization, hardly 
ever fail, when it comes to acting, to codperate in 
carrying out their measures. With the increase 
of their influence, they extended the sphere of 
their action. Ina short time after the commence- 
ment of their first movement, they had acquired 
sufficient influence to induce the Legislatyres of 
most of the northern States to pass acts which in 
effect abrogated the provision of the Constitution 
that provides for the delivery up of fugitive slaves. 
Not long after, petitions followed to abolish slavery 


in forts, magazines, and dock-yards, and ali other | 


places where Congress had exclusive power of le- 
gislation. This was followed by petitions and reso- 
lutions of Legislaiures of the northern States and 
popular meetings, to exclude the southern States 
from all territories acquired or to be acquired, 
and to prevent the admission of any State hereaf- 
ter into the Union which, by its constitution, does 
not prohibit slavery. And Congress is invoked 
to do all this expressly with the view to the final 
abolition of slavery in the States. That has been 
avowed to be the ultimate object from the Yegin- 
ning of the agitation until the present time; and 
yet the great body of both parties of the North, 


with the full knowledge of the fact, although dis- | 


avowing the abolitionists, have codperated with 
them in almost all their measures. 

Such is a brief history of the agitation, as far as 
it has yet advanced. Now, I ask Senators, what 
is there to prevent its further progress, until it ful- 
fills the ultimate end proposed, unless some deci- 
sive measure should be adopted to prevent it? Has 


any one of the causes, which has added to its in- | 


crease from its original small and contemptible be- 
inning until it has attained its present magnitude, 
fiminished in force? Is the original cause of the 
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moveinent, that slavery is a sin, and ‘ought to:be 
Suppressed, weaker now than at the commence- 
ment? Or is the Abolition party less numerous or 


| influential, or have they less influence over, or 


control over the two’ great parties of the North in 
elections? Or has the South greater means of in- 
fluencing or controlling the movements of this 
Government now than it had when the agitation 


| commenced? To all these questions but one an- 


swer can be given: no, no, no! The very reverse 
is true. Instead of being weaker, all the elements 
in favor of agitation are stronger now than they 
were in 1835, when it first commenced, while all 
the elements of influence on the part of the South 
are weaker. Unless something decisive is done, 
I again ask what is to stop this agitation, before 
the great and final object at which it aims—the 
abolition of slavery in the States—is consummated? 
Is it, then, not certain that if something decisive is 
not now done to arrest it, the South will be forced 
to choose between abolition and secession? Indeed, 
as events are now moving, it will not require the 
South to secede to dissolve the Union. Agitation 
will of itself effect it, of which its past history fur- 
nishes abundant proof, as I shall next proceed to 
show. 

Itis a great mistake to suppose that disunion 
can be effected by a single blow. The cords which 
bind these States ‘together in one common Union 
are far too numerous and powerful for that. Dis- 
union must be the work of time, Etis only through 
a long process, and successively, that the cords 
can be snapped, until the whole fabric falls asunder. 
Already the agitation of the slavery question has 
snapped some of the most important, and has 
greatly weakened all the others, as L shall proceed 
to show. 

The cords that bind the States together are not 
only many, but various in character. Some are 
spiritual or ecclesiastical; some political; others 
social, Some appertain to the benefit conferred 
by the Union, and others to the feeling of duty 
and obligation. 

The strongest of those of a spiritual and eccle- 
siastical nature consisted in the unity of the great 
religious denominations, all of which originally 
embraced the whole Union. All these denomina- 
tions, with the exception, perhaps, of the Catho- 
lics, were organized very much upon the principle 


| of our political institutions; beginning with smailer 


meetings corresponding with the political divisions 
of the country, their organization terminated in 
one great central assemblage, ‘corresponding very 
much with the character of Congress. At these 
meetings the principal clergymen and lay mem- 
bers ofthe respective denominations from all parts 
of the Union met to transact business relating ^to 
their common concerns, It was hot confined to 
what appertained to the doctrines and discipline of 
the respective denominations, but extended to 
plans for disseminating the Bible, establishing 
missionaries, distributing tracts, and of establishing 
presses for the publication of tracts, newspapers, 
and periodicals, with a view of diffusing religious 
information, and for the support of the doctrines 


| andereeds of the denomination. All this combined, 


contributed greatly to strengthen the bonds of the 
Union. The strong ties which held each denom- 
ination together formed a strong cord to hold the 
whole Union together; but, as powerful as they 
were, they have not been able to resist the ex- 
plosive effect of slavery agitation. 

The first of these cords which snapped, under 

its explosive force, was that of the powerful Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church. The numerous and 
strong ties which held it together are all broke, 
and its unity gone. They now form separate 
churches, and, instead of that feeling of attach- 
ment and devotion to the interests of the whole 
church which was formerly felt, they are now 
arrayed into two hostile bodies, engaged in litiga- 
tion about what was formerly their common prop- 
erty. : 
The next cord that snapped was that of the 
Baptists, one of the largest and most respectable 
of the denominations. That of the Presbyterian 
is not entirely snapped, but some of its strands 
have given away. That of the Episcopal Charch 
is the only one of the four great Protestant denom- 
inations which remains unbroken and entire. 

The strongest cord of a political character con- 
sists of the many and strong ties that have held to- 
gether the two great parties, which have, with some 


modifications, existed from the beginning of the 


! Union, however splendid or numerous. 
| of «Union, Union, the glorious Union !” can no 


| test? 
| Constitution? Let the many acts passed by the 


Government. ‘They both extended to every portion. 
‘of the Unión, and: strongly. contributed: to. hold: all: 
iis parts together. But this powerfal-cord has fared 
no better than the spiritual. | It resisted for along 
time the explosive-tendency. of the agitation, but. 
has finally snapped: under its force--if not-entitelyy. 
in-a great measure. Nor is there one of the rè- 
maining cords which have not been greatly weak- 
ened; ‘To this extent the Union has already bech. 
destroyed by agitation, in the only way it can be, 
by snapping asander and weakening the. cords 
which bind it togéther. 
If the agitation goes on, the same force, acting 
1 


| with increased intensity, as has been shown, wi 


finally snap every cord, when nothing will be left 
to hold the States together except force. - But 
surely that can, with no propriety of language, be 
called a union, when the only means by which 
the weaker is held connected with the stronger 
portion.is force. It may, indeed, keep them con- 
nected; but the connection will partake much more 
ot the character of subjugation, on the part of the 
weaker to the stronger, than the union of free, 
independent, and sovereign States, in one confed- 
eration, as they stood in the early stages of the 
Government, and which only is worthy of the 
sacred name of union. : 

Having now, Senators, explained what it is.that 


| endangers the Union, and traced it to, its cause, 


and explained its nature and character, the ques- 
tion again recurs, How can the Union be sayed? 
To this L answer, there‘is but one way by which 
it can be, and that is, by adopting such measures 
as will satisfy the States belonging to the southern 
section that they can remain in the Union consist- ` 


| ently with their honor and their safety. There is, 


again, only one way by which that can be effected, 
and that is, by removing the causes by which this 
belief hasbeen produced. Do that, and discontent 
will cease, harmony and kind feelings between the 
sections be restored, and every apprehension of 


| danger to the Union removed. The question then 


is, By what can this be done? But, before I un- 
dertake to answer this question, I propose to show 
by what the Union cannot be saved. ; 
It cannot, then, be saved by eulogies on: the 
The ery 


more prevent disunion than the ery of “ Health, 
health, glorious health !? on the part of the phy- 
l. 


‘ sician can save a patient lying dangerously i 


So long as the Union, instead of being re arded as — 
a protector, is regarded in the opposite character, 
by not much less than a majority of the States, it 
will be in vain to attempt to conciliate them by 
pronouncing eulogies on it. bee a 
Besides, this cry of Union comes: commonly 
from those whom we cannot believe to be sincere. 
It usnally comes from our assailants. But we 
cannot believe them to be. sincere; for, if they 
Joved the Union, they would necessarily be devo- 
ted to the Constitution. It made the Union, and 


ito destroy the Constitution would be to destroy 


the Union. But the only reliable and-certain evi- 
dence of devotion to the Constitution is to abstain, 
on the one hand, from violating il, and to repel, on 
the other, all attempts to violate it. It is only by 
faithfully performing these high duties that the 
Constitution can be preserved, and with it the 
Union. 

But how stands the profession of devotion to the 
Union by our assailants, when brought to this 
Have they abstained from violating the 


northern States to set aside and annul the clause 
of the Constitution providing for the delivery up 
of fugitives slaves answer. I cite this, not thatit 
is the only instance, (for there are many others,) 
but because the violation in this particular is too 
notorious and palpable to be denied. Again, 


i have they stood forth faithfully to repel violations 
| of the Constitution? 


Let their course-in reference 


to the agitation of ‘the. slavery question, which 
was commenced and has been carried on for fifteen 
years, avowedly for the- purpose of. abolishing 
slavery in the States—an object.all acknowledged 
to be unconstitutional—answer. Let them show 
a single instance, during this long period, in which 
they have denounced the agitators or their attempts 
to effect what. is admitted to be unconstitutional, 
or a single measure which they have brought for- 
ward for that purpose. How can we, with all 
these facts before us, believe that they are sincere 
‘nm their profession of devotion to the Union, or 
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avoid-believing their profession is but intended to 
incréase the vigorof their assaults and to weaken 
the force of our resistance’? 

Nor can we regard the profession of devotion 

“tø thè Union, on the part of those who are not our 
asgailants,as sincere, when they pronounce eulogies 
upon the Union, evidently with the intent of char- 
ging us with disunion, without uttering one word 
of denunciation against our assailants. If friends. 
ofthe Union, their course should be to unite with 
us in repelling these assaults, and denouncing the 
authors as enemiés of the Union. -Why they 
avoid this, and pursue the course they do, it is for 
them to explain. oy 

Nor can the: Union be saved by invoking the 
name of the illustrious Southerner whose mortal 
remains repose on the western bank of the Poto- 
mac.’ He was one of us—a slaveholder and a 
planter. “We have studied his history, and find 
nothing in it to justify submission to wrong. On 
the contrary, his great fame rests on the solid 
foundation that, while he was careful to avoid 
doing wrong to others, he was prompt and decided 
in repelling wrong. I trust that, in this respect, 
we profited by his example. ` p 

Nor can we find anything in his history to deter 
us from seceding from the Union, should it fail to 
fulfill the objects for which it was instituted, by 
being permanently and hopelessly converted into 
the means of oppressing instead of protecting us. 
On the contrary, we find much in his example to 
encourage us, should we be forced to the extremity 
of deciding between submission and disunion. 

There existed then, as well as now, a Union— 
that between parent country and her then colonies. 
It was a union that had much to endear it to the 
people of the colonies. Under its protecting and 
superintending care, the colonies were planted and 
grew up and prospered, through a long course of 

ears, until they: became populous and wealthy. 

ts benefits were not limited to them. Their ex- 
tensive agricultural and other productions gave 
birth to a flourishing commerce, which richly re- 
warded the parent country for the trouble and ex- 
pense of establishing and protecting them. Wash- 
ington was born and grew up to manhood under 
that Union. He acquired his early distinction in 
its service, and there is every reason to believe 
that he was devotedly attached to it. But his de- 
votion wasa rational one. He was attached to it, 
not as an end, butas a means to an end. When it 
failed to fulfill its end, and, instead of affording 
protection, was converted into the means of” op- 
pressing the colonies, he did not hesitate to draw 
his sword, and head the great movement by which 
that union was forever severed, and the independ- 
ence of these States established. This was the 
great and crowning glory of his life, which has 
spread his fame over the whole globe, and will 
transmit it to the latest posterity. 

Nor can the plan proposed by the distinguished 
Senator from Kentucky, nor that of the Adminis. 
tration, save the Union, I shall pass by, without 
remark, the plan proposed by the Senator, and 
proceed directly to the consideration of that of the 
Administration. 1, however, assure the distin- 
guished and able Senator, that in taking this 
course, no disrespect whatever is intended to him 
orhis plan. I have adopted it, because so many 
Senators of distinguished abilities, who were pres- 
ent when he delivered his speech, and explained 
his plan, and who were fully capable to do justice 
to the side they support, have replied to him. 

The plan of the Administration cannot save the 


Union, because it can have no effect whatever to- į; 


wards sausfying the States composing the south- 
ern section of the Union that they can, consistent- 
ly with safety and honor, remain in the Union. 
Iris, in fact, buta modification of the Wilmo 
proviso. It proposes to effect the same object, to 
exclude the South from all territory acquired by 


that respect I must say. that the latter is much the 
least. objectionable. {t goes.to its object openly, 
boldly, and distinctly. Itclaims for Congress un- 
limited power over the territories, and proposes to 
assert it over the territories acquired from Mexico, 

by-a positive prohibition of slavery.. Not so the 

Executive proviso. It takes. an indirect course, 

and in. order to elude the Wilmot proviso, and 

thereby. avoid. encountering the united and deter- 

- mined resistance of the South, it denies, by impli- 

cation, the authority of Congress to legislate for 

the territories, and claims the right as belonging 

exclusively to the inhabitants of the territories. 

But to effect the object of excluding the South, it 
takes care, in the mean time, to let in emigrants 

freely from the northern States, and all other quar- 

ters, except from the South, which it takes special 

care to exclude, by holding up to them the danger 
of having their slaves liberated under the Mexican’ 
laws. The necessary consequence is to exclude 
the South from the territoyy, just as effectually as 
would the Wilmot proviso. The only difference 
| in this respect is, that what one proposes to effect 
| directly and openly, the other proposes to effect 
indirectly and covertly. 

But the Executive proviso is more objectionable 
than the Wilmot, in another and more important 
particular. The latter, to effect its object, inflicts 
a dangerous wound upon the Constitution, by de- 
priving the southern States, as joint partners and 
owners of the territories, of their rights in them; 
but it inflicts no greater wound than is absolutely 
necessary to effect its object. The former, on the 
contrary, while it inflicts the same wound, in- 
i flicts others equally great,and, if possible, greater, 
| as I shall next proceed to explain. 

In claiming the right for the inhabitant, instead 
| of Congress, to legislate for the territories, in the 
Executive proviso, it assumes that the sovereignty 
over the territories is vested in the former; or, to 
express it in the language used in a resolution 
|| offered by one of the Senators from ‘Texas, [Gen- 
l| eral Houston, now absent,] they have ‘‘ the same 
inherent right of self-government as the people in 
! the States.” The assumption is utterly unfounded, 
| unconstitutional, without example, and contrary 
| to the entire practice of the Government, from iis 
| commencement to the present time, as I shall pro- 
cced to show. 
| The recent movement of individuals in Cali- 
|| fornia to form a constitution and a State Govern- 
| ment, and to appoint Senators and Representa- 
tives, is the first fruit of this monstrous as- 
| sumption, If the individuals who made this 
li movement had gone into California as adventu- 
Ji 
i 


|| rers, and if, as such, they had conquered the ter- 
| ritory and established their independence, the 
|; sovereignty of the country would have been vested 
| in them, as a separate and independent commu- 
| nity. in that case, they would have had the right 
i to form a constitution, and to establish a govern- 
|| ment for themselves; and if, afterwards, they 
|| thought proper to apply to Congress for admission 
|i into the Union as a sovereign and independent 
| State, all this would have been regular, and ac- 
; cording to established principles. But such is not 
| the case. It was the United States who conquered 
! California, and finally acquired it by treaty. The 
i! sovereignty, of course, is vested in them, and not 
| in the individuals who have attempted to form a 
constitution and a State, without their consent. 
' All this is clear, beyond controversy, unless it can 
be shown that they have since lost or been divested 
of their sovereignty. 

: Wor is it less ciear, that the power of legisiating 
| over the acquired territory is vested in Congress, 
: and not, as Is assumed, in the inhabitants of the 
| territories. None can deny that the Government 
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i territories, either by war or treaty; but if the 


of the United States have the power to acquire | 


f 
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the Mexican treaty. It is well known that the ii carry it into execution. On this point there can 
South is united against the Wilmot proviso, and‘: be no doubt, for the Constitution expressly pro- 
has committed itself, by solemn resolutions, to re- |! vides that Congress shall have power ‘to make 
sist, should itbe adopted. Its opposition és net to |: ali laws which shall be necessary and proper to 
the name, but that which it proposes to efect. That i carry into execution the foregoing powers,” 
the southern States hold to be unconstitutional, | (those vested in Congress,) “ and all other powers 
unjust, inconsistent with their equality as members || vested by this Constitution in the Government of 
of the common Union, and caiculated to destroy ji the United States, or in any department or office 
irretrievably the equilibrium between the two sec- | thereof.’? It matters not, then, where the power 
for brevity, I will call the Executive proviso, |i 


fo ; ] of the United States, or any of its departments or 
There is no difference between it and the Wilmot, ; f X p 


|i power to acquire exists, it belongs to Congress to | 


provision, while it gives to Congress the power of 
legislating over territories, imposes important re- 
strictions on its exercise, by restricting Congress 
| to passing laws necessary and proper for carrying 
the power into execution. The prohibition ex- 
tends, not only to all laws not suitable or appro- 
priate to the object of the power, but also to all 
that are unjust, unequal, or unfair; for all such 
laws would be unnecessary and improper, and, 
therefore, unconstitutional. 

Having now established beyond controversy, 
that the sovereignty over the territories is vested 
Í in the United States—that is in the several States. 
composing the Union—and that the power of 
legislating over them is expressly vested in Con- 
gress, it follows that the individuals in California 
who have undertaken to form a constitution and a 
State, and to exercise the power of legislating 
without the consent of Congress, have usurped 
the sovereignty of the State and the authority of 
Congress, and have acted in open defiance of them 
both. In other words, what they have done, is 
; revolutionary and rebellious in its character, an- 
archical in its tendency, and calculated to lead to 
the most dangerous consequences. Had they 
acted from premeditation and design, it would 
i have been, in fact, actual rebellion; but such is 
not the case. The blame lies much less upon 
i them than upon those who have induced them to 
take a course so unconstitutional and dangerous, 
They have been led into it by language held here, 
and ‘the course pursued by the Executive branch 
of the Government. 

I have not seen the answer of the Executive to 
the calls made by the two Houses of Congress for 
information as to the course which it took, or the 
part which it acted, in reference to what was done 
| in California. I understand the answers have not 
yet been printed. But there is enough known to 
justify the assertion that those who profess to rep- 
regent and act under the authority of the Exe- 
‘cutive, have advised, aided, and encouraged the 
movement, which terminated in forming what they 
call a Constitution and aState. Gen. Riley, who 
professed to act as civil governor, called the con- 
vention, determined on the number and distribution 
|| of the delegates, appointed the time and place of 
its meeting, was present during the session, and 
gave its proceedings his approbation and sanction. 
If he acted without authority, he ought to have 
been tried, or at least reprimanded and disavowed. 
Neither having been done, the presumption is that 
his course has been approved. This of itself is 
sufficient to identify the Executive with his acts, 
and to make it responsible for them. Itouch not 
the question whether Gen. Riley was appointed or 
received the instructions under which he professed 
to act from the present Executive or its predeces- 
| sor. If from the former, it would implicate the 
| preceding as well as the present Administration, 

if not, the responsibility rests exclusively on the 
present. 

it is manifest from this statement that the Exe- 
cutive Department has undertaken to perform acts 
preparatory to the meeting of the individuals to 
form their so-called constitution and government, 
which appertain exclusively to Congress. Indeed, 
| they are identical in many respects with the pro- 
visions adopted by Congress, when it gives per- 
mission to a territory to form a constitution and 
‘| government in order to be admitted as a State into 
| the Union. =, : 

i Having now shown that the assumption upon 
i| which the Executive and the individuals in Califor- 
nia acted throughout this whole affair is unfound- 
ed, unconstitutional, and dangerous, it remains to 
li make a few remarks, in order to show that what 
has been done is contrary to the entire practice of 
the government from its commencement to the pres- 
il ent time. 

From its commencement until the time that 
i| Michigan was admitted, the practice was uniform. 
Territorial Governments were first organized by 
Congress. The Government of the United States 
appointed the governors, judges, secretaries, mar- 
shals, and other officers, and the inhabitants of 
the territory were represented by legislative 
_ bodies, whose acts were subject to the revision of 
i, Congress. This state of things continued until 


A i Deane ia ) |: the government of a terri appli 
tions. “These objections equally apply to what, |i is vested; for, if vested at all in the Government | z a errory applied. to, COPETERS 


| to permit its inhabitants to form a constitution and 


oa y ot its nts or |; government, preparatory to admission into the 
ex : l à t, ;| officers, the power of carrying it into execution is 
cept. inthe mode of effecting the object, and in |: clearly vested in Congress, But this impartant |! 


' Union. 


The preliminary act to giving permission 
was, to ascertain whether the inhabitants were 


all other measures necessary to be settled previous 


to admission. The.act giving permission: neces- 
sarily withdraws the-sovereignty of the United 
States, and leaves the inhabitants of the incipient 
State as free to form, their constitution. and govern- 
ment as were the original States of the Union after 
they had declared their independence. At this 
stage, the inhabitants of the territory became for 
the first time a people, in legal and constitutional 
language. Prior to this, they were, by the old 
acts of Congress, called inhabitants, and not peo- 
ple. All this is perfeculy consistent with the sov- 
ereignty of the United States, with the powers of 
Congress, and with the right of a people to self 
government. ss 

Michigan was the first case in which there was 
any departure from the uniform rule of acting. 
Hers was a very slight departure from established 
usage. The ordinance of 1787 secured to her the 
right of becoming a State when she should have 
60,000 inhabitants. Owing to some neglect, Con- 
gress delayed taking the census. In the mean 
time her population increased until it clearly ex- 
ceeded more than twice the number which entitled 
her to admission. At this stage she formed a con- 
stitution and government without the census being 
taken by the United States, and Congress waived 
the omission, as there was no doubt she had more 
than a sufficient number to entitle her to admission. 
She was not admitted at the first session she 
applied, owing to some difficulty respecting the 
boundary between her and Ohio. The great 
irregularity, as to her admission, took place at the 
next session, but on a point which can have no 
possible connection with the case of California. 

The irregularities in all other cases that have 
since occurred are of a similar nature. In all there 
existed territorial governments established by Con- 
gress, with officers appoifted by the United States. 
jn all the territorial government took the lead in 
calling conventions and fixing the preliminaries 
preparatory to the formation of a constitution and 
admission into the Union. They all recognized 
the sovereignty of the United States and the au- 
thority of Congress over the territories; and 
wherever there was any departure from estab- 
lished usage, it was done on the presumed con- 
sent of Congress, and not in defiance of its au- 
thority, or the sovereignty of the United States 
over the territories In this respect California 
stands alone, without usage, or a single example 
to cover her case. 

It belongs now, Senators, for you to decide what 
part you will act in reference to this unprecedented 
transaction.. The Executive has laid the paper 
purporting to be the Constitution of California be- 
fore you, and asks you to admit her into the Union 
as a State; and the question is, will you or will 
you not admit her? lt is a grave question, and 
there rests upon you aheavy responsibility. Much, 
very much will depend upon your decision. If 
you admit her, you endorse and give your sanc- 
tion to all that has been done. Arc you prepared 
todo so? Aye you prepared to surrender your 
power of legiflation for the territories—a power 
expressly vested in Congress by the Constitution, 
as has been fully established? Can you, consist- 
ently with your oath to support the Constitution, 
surrender the power? Are you prepared to admit 
that the inhabitants of the territories possess the 
sovereignty over them, and that any number, 
more or less, may claim any extent of territory 
they please, may form a constitution and govern- 
ment, and erect it into a State, without asking your 
permission? Are you prepared to surrender the 
sovereignty of the United States over whatever 
territory may, be hereafter acquired to the first 
adventurers who may rush into it? Are you 
prepared to surrender virtually to the Executive 
department all the powers which you have here- 
tofore exercised over the territories? If not, how 
can you, consistently with your duty and your 
oaths to support the Constitution, give your assent 
to the admission of California as a State, under a 


pretended constitution and government? Again, | 
believe that the project of a constitution | 
which they have adopted has the least validity ? |! 


can you 


Can you believe that there is such a State in-re- 


ality asthe State of California? No; there is no | 


such State. It has no legal or constitutional ex- 
istence. It has no validity, and can have. none 
without your sanction.. How, then, can you admit 
it asa State, when, according to the provision of 
the Constitution, your power is limited to admit- 
ting new States?’ To be admitted, it must be a 
State, an existing State, independent of your sang- 
tion, before-you can admitit. When you give 
your permission to the inhabitants of a territory 
to form a constitution and a State, the constitution 
and State they form derive their authority from 
the people, and not from you. The State before 
admitted is actually a State, and does not become 
so by the act of admission, as would be the case 
with California, should you admit her contrary to 
constitutional provisions and established usage 
heretofore. 

The Senators on the other side of the chamber 
must permit me to make a few remarks in this con- 
nection particularly applicable to them, with the 
exception of a few Senators from the South, sitting 
on that side of the chamber. When the Oregon 
question was before this body not two years since, 
you took (if I mistake not) universally the ground 
that Congress had the sole and absolute power of 
legislating for the territories. How then can you 
now, after the short interval which has elapsed, 
abandon the ground which you took, and thereby 
virtually admit that the power of legislating, instead 
of being in Congress, is in the inhabitants of. the 
territories? Flow can you justify and sanction by 
your votes the acts of the Executive, which are in 
direct derogation of what you then contended for? 
But to approach still nearer to the present time, 
how can you, after condemning, little more than a 
year since, the grounds taken by the party which 
you defeated at the last election, wheel round and 
support by your votes the grounds which, as ex- 
plained recently on this floor by the candidate of 
the party in the last election, are identical with 
those on which the Executive has acted in refer- 
ence to California? What are we to understand 
by all this? Must we conclude that there is no 
sincerity, no faith in the acts and declarations of 
public men, and that all is mere acting or hollow 
profession? Or are we to conclude that the exclu- 
sion of the South from the territury acquired from 
Mexico is an object of so paramount a character 
in your estimation that right, justice, constitution, 
and consistency must all yield when they stand in 
the way of our exclusion ? f 

But, it may be asked, what is to be done with 
California should she not be admitted? 1 answer, 
remand ker back to the territorial condition, as was 
done in the case of Tennessee, in the early stage 
of the Government. Congress, in her ease, had 
established a territorial government in the usual 
form, with a governor, judges, and other officers 
appointed by the United States. She was entitled 
under the deed of cession to be admitted into the 
Union asa State as soon as she had sixty thousand 
inhabitants. ‘Phe territorial government, believ- 
ing it had that number, took a census, by which it 
appeared ic exceeded it. She then formed a con- 
stitution, and applied for admission. Congress 
refused to admit her, on the ground that the census 
should be taken by the United States, and that 
Congress had not determined whether the territory 
should be formed into one or two States, as it was 
authorized to do under the cession. She returned 
quietly to her territorial condition. An act was 
passed to take a census by the United States, con- 
taining a provision that the territory should form 
one State. All afterwards was regularly con- 
ducted, and the territory admitted as a State in 
due form. The irregularities in the case of Cali- 
fornia are immeasurably greater, and offer much 


“stronger reasons for pursuing the same course. 


But, it may be said, California may not submit. 
That is not probabie; but if she should not, when 
she refuses it will then be time for us to decide 
what is to be done. o 
Having now shown what cannot save the Union, 
Į retarn to the question with which | commenced, 
How can the Union be saved? There is but one 
way by which it can with any certainty; and that 
is, by a full and final settlement, on the principle 
of justice, of all the questions at issue between the 
two sections. The South asks for justice, simple 
justice, and less she ought not to take. She. has 
‘no compromise to offer but the Constitution, and 
no concession or‘surrender to make. She has 
> 


n 
already. surrendered so much that she has little 
left to surrender. Such a settlement would go to 
the root of the evil, and remove ‘all cause of dist 
content, by satisfying the Sotith she could remain 
honorably and ‘safely in the Union, and thereby 
testore the harmony and fraternal feelings between 
the sections which existed antérior to the Mis- 
souri agitation. Nothing else can, with any. cer- 
tainty, finally and forever settle the questions. at 
issue, terminate agitation, and save the Union.” 

But can this be done? Yes, easily; not by the 
weaker party, for it can of itself do nothing—not 
even protect itself—but. by the stronger. "The 
North has only to will it to accomplish itto do 
justice by conceding to the South an equal right 
in the acquired territory, and to do her duty by 
causing the stipulations relative to fugitive slaves 
to be faithfully fulfilled—to cease the agitation of 
the slave question, and to provide for the insertion 
of a provision in the Constitution, by an amend- 
ment, which will restore to the South in substance 
the power she possessed of protecting herself, be- 
fore the equilibrium between the sections was de- 
stroyed by the action of this Government. There 
will be no difficulty in devising such a provision— 
one that will protect the South, and which at ‘the 
same time wili improve and. strengthen the Gov- 
ernment, instead of impairing and weakening it. © 

But will the North agree to do this? It is for. 
her to answer this question. But, I will say, she 
cannot refuse, if she has half the love of the Union 
which she professes to have, or without justly ex- 
posing herself to the charge that her love of power 
and aggrandizement is far greater than her love of 
tbe Union. At all events, the responsibility of 
saving the Union rests on the North, and not the 
South. The South cannot save it by any act of 
hers, and the North may save it without any sac- 
rifice whatever, unless to do justice, and to per- 
form her duties under the Constitution, should be 
regarded by her us a sacrifice. i 

It is time, Senators, that there should be an 
open and manly avowal on all sides, as to what is 
intended to be done. If the question is not now 
settled, itis uncertain whether it ever can hereaf- 
ter be; and we, asthe representatives of the States 
of this Union, regarded as governments, should 
come to a distinct understanding as to our respec- 
tive views, in order to ascertain whether the great 
questions at issue can be settled or not. If you, 
who represent the stronger portion, cannot agree 
to settle them on the broad principle of justice and 
duty, say so; and let the States we both represent 
agree to separate and part in peace. If you are 
unwilling we should part in peace, tell us so,and 
we shall know what to do, when you reduce the 
question to submission or resistance. If you remain 
silent, you will compel us to infer by youracts what 
you. intend. In that case, California will become 
the test question. If you admit her, under all the 
difficulties that oppose her admission, you compel 
us to infer that you intend to exclude us from the 
| whole of the acquired territories, with the inten- 
tion of destroying irretrievably the equilibrium be- 
tween the two sections. We would be blind not 
to perceive, in that case, that your real objects are 
power and aggrandizement, and infatuated not to ` 
act accordingly. 

I have now, Senators, done my duty in ex- 
pressing my opinions fully, freely, and candidly, 
on this solemn occasion, In doing so, I have 
been governed by the motives which have gov- 
| erned me in all ~he stages of the agitation of the 
slavery question since its commencement. I have 
exerted myself, during the whole period, to arrest 
| it, with the intention of saving the Union, if it 
could be done; and, if it could not, to save. the 
section where it has pleased Providence to cast my 
lot, and which I sincerely believe has justice and 
the Constitution on its side, Having faithfully 
done my duty to the best of my ability, both to 
the Union and my section, throughout this agita- 
tion, £ shall have the ‘consolation, let what will 
| come, that I am free from all responsibility, 
The reading of Mr. Cargoux’s views having 
| been concluded— $ 

Mr. WALKER rose, but yielded to— 

Mr. WEBSTER. 1 hope, sir, that, by rising 
at the conclusion of the speech which has just 
been read.in our hearing, jt may not be inferred 
that L have any purpose of going into an answer 
or reply to that speech. I wish, in the first place, 
only to say that it gives me very sincere pleasure 


| tosee the honorable member from Carolina able 
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to be in his place to-day, and to take partin these 
deliberations; and, sir, there is nota man iñ thë 
country-who will feel more satisfaction than my- | 
seif when he shall be so far restored to health as 

to participate in these debates in the accustomed 

manner, I have had the pleasure of that gentle- 

man’s acquaintance for thirty. years; and my 

prayer to-day is, that he will yet. have an oppor- 

tanity to: perform much public service for the ben- 

efit of all portions of the country. — 

Bati wish to say, sir, that L desire as ‘soon as 
there may be an opportunity, to say to the Senate 
what.I propose to say on this question; at the sime 
time Ido not desire to do an act of discourtesy to 
other gentlemen, who have manifested'a dispo- 
sition to speak.. There isan honorable member 
over-the way, from Mainė, who, I believe, has 
once or twice given way to others; I believe, also, 
the honorable member from Wisconsin, to whose 
kindness I owe this opportunity of addressing the 
Chair, has, by a sort of assent, the right to be 
heard before this debate passes into other hands; 
and, while I am willing to yield to their prior 
claims, | wish to say that as soon as may be— 
perhaps as early as Wednesday or Thursday next 
—~I shall be very glad to have an opportunity to 
address the Senate. 

Mr. WALKER. I shall have a great deal of 

“pleasure at any time in yielding any title that I 
may have to the floor to the Senator from Massa- | 
chusetts. ‘The Senator from Maine, I believe, has 
the floor for to-morrow on the subject of the Pres- 
ident’s message accompanying the constitution of 
California. I should propose to occupy it on 
Wednesday; but, if the Senator from Massachu- 
seus has any desire whatever to address the Senate 
on that day, L will, while up, if he will give me an 
intimation to that effect, move to postpone the 
consideration of the resolutions to that day for his 
benefit. i : 

Mr. WEBSTER. [Iam very much obliged to 
the honorable member; but Thursday will suit me 
as well. 

Mr. WALKER. I will move, then, that the 
further consideration of the resolutions be post- 
poned until Wednesday—preferring, however, to 
give way to the Senator from Massachusetts if he 

esires it. 

Mr. SEWARD. I had intended, as is known 
to the Sehate, to express, on some suitable occa- 
sion, the sentiments which I felt it became me to 
express as a representative of the State of New 
York in relation to this subject; and I gave way 
on a previous occasion to the honorable Senator 
from Wisconsin, on the expression of his wish to 
have an early opportunity, on account of his per- 
sonal convenience, to address the Senate. I feel, | 
therefore, that the honorable Senator from Wis- | 
cousin has scarcely the right, under the circum- 
stances under whicli he obtained my consent, to 
postpone the question to a future day for himself, 
without consideration of the position which 1 oc- 
cupied in regard to it, L suppose, however, sir, 
that after this intimation of our respective wishes, 
we shall be afforded such an opportunity of dis- 
cussing the subject as will be agreeable to our- 
selves. 

Mr. HALE. Ido not know anything of the 
arrangements which have been made; though Lam 
always happy to hear any and all of the Senators 
on this subject. F wish now, however, to occupy | 
the attention of the Senate a single moment to say 
that I had a desire not to speak on the subject, and 


had hoped that the views I entertained on this || 
question might have found utterance from some- || 
i 


body who could have expressed them better than ; 
Jcould myself. But as the Senator from South 
Carolina has undertaken this morning to give the 
history of what he pleases to call the “ Abolition | 
excitement” in this country, which he character- |! 
izes as so progressive and so alarming; and inas- ‘| 
much as, from the manner in which he has quoted |: 
its history, it sounds in my ear much more like |! 
romance than historical trath, I therefore propose 
to give, atas early a day as will suit the convenience |: 
of the Senate and myself, the views which I enter- 
tain, humble as they may be, in regard to*what is}, 
the truth of history on this point—for itcertainly ap- |; 
penri to me it has not been given, as it really exists, | 
y the Senator from South Carolina—and to show : 
that the peril by which we are environed, if peril : 
there be, did not originate in any northern latitude. |) 
‘The question was then taken on the motion to `: 
postpone, and it was agreed to. i 


t 


The further consideration. of Mr. -Cray’s reso- 


ij lutions was accordingly postponed until Wednes- 


day next, ae 
And; on motion, the Senate adjourned. 


‘HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
`. TUESDAY, March 5, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. BURT. said he believed. that the regular 
order. of. business was the calling of committees 
for reports... He insisted on the regular business, 


WATER-ROTTED HEMP. 


The SPEAKER stated that the regular order of 
business was the consideration of the joint reso- 
lution heretofore reported from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, relative to the use of water-rotted 
hemp for the use of the American Navy, and of 
the amendment thereto reported by the gentleman 
from Maine, (Mr. Gerry, | under instructions from 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

And the question immediately pending was on 
the motion to refer the bill and amendment to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. KAUFMAN demand the previous ques- 
tion. 


Mr. WHITE desired to be informed by the 


Speaker whether the previous question would ex- 
tend beyond the motion to refer. 

The SPEAKER. If the previous question is 
sustained, it will bring the House first to a vote 
upon the amendment reported from the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. Whether that amendment shall 
be agreed to or not, the question will recur on the 


| motion to refer to the Committee of the Whole on 


the state of the Union. If the House should re- 
fuse to refer the bill to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, the question 
will then be on its engrossment, under the opera- 
tion of the previous question. And the previous 
question wiil not be exhausted until the bill shall 
have been ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. WHITE hoped, then, he said, that the 
previous question would not be entertained, 

Mr. W. was called to order by several gentlemen. 

The SPEAKER said, no remarks were in order. 

Mr. WHITE was understood to add, that the 
Committee on Naval Affairs had, this morning, 
directed their chairman to report an amendment. 

The SPEAKER. If the previous question 
should be withdrawn, and the motion to refer to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union should also be withdrawn, the amendment 
to which the gentleman refers could then be re- 
ported from the committee. 

After a brief conversation on a point of order, 
between Mr. Jonrs and the Spraxer— 

The question was taken on the demand for the 
previous question, and was decided in the negative 

So there was no second. 

The question then again recurred on the motion 
to refer to the Committee of the Whole on the 


| state of the Union. 


Mr. GERRY said he felt constrained, after what 
had fallen from the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. 
Bow iy] the other day, to make a few remarks in 
reply. All I desire (said Mr. G.) is, that the House 
may understand the matter in debate fully; and 


| whatever be its determination I shall cheerfully ac- 
quiesce; and in order to a full understanding of the 
| matter, and of all of the questions in controversy, 


I would refer the members to the printed reports 
of the committee now upon their tables. As it 
regards the course to be adopted, | have only one 


i; interest in common with ail the members of this 


body: thatthe one best calculated to promote the 
public interest should be pursued; and if in pro- 
moting the public interest private interests can be 
subserved, I shall certainly not stand in their way. 


But | hope gentlemen will not be frightened from | 


their propriety, or from an examination of all the 


facts that may help to elucidate the questions, or | 


from a just and righteous determination, by the 
hue and cry of monopoly set up here by the gen- 
tleman from Missouri, [Mr. Bowxin.] Why, sir, 
one would have supposed from the invectives and 
denunciations of the gentleman, that one. of the 
most monster monopolies ever heard of—one of 
the most destructive engines of oppression-—one of 


the most villainous plans, or, in his own language, | 


‘£ one of the vilest monopolies that ever disgraced 
a statute book ” had been proposed by the Com- 
+ 


mittee on Naval Affairs. And what is this propo- 
sition that is denounced with. such a vengeance ? 
Why, sir, it is to instruct: the Secretary of the 
Navy to carry into execution a contract authorized 
and contemplated by the resolution of. Congress, 
to which allusion has frequently been. made in 
the course of this debate. It is to instruet the 
Secretary to contract. with a suitable and res« 
ponsible person to supply the Navy Department 
with American water-rotted hemp, of a superior 
quality, and ata reduced price, for aterm of years, 
instead of paying a high price for a poor article, 
and establishing agencies, and sending out agents 
to pick up here and there a little bundle, or to hag- 
gle for it as best they may. Now, is there any- 
thing so terrible in this business-like proposition— 
anything so vile, that it would disgrace our statute 
book. [do not sée it, l do not understand it. But 
the gentleman from Missouri says this is a mo- 
nopoly. How so? Nota monopoly of the sale 
of the hemp grown in the western States. I un- 
derstand that the required amount of hemp to sup- 
ply the Navy Department is only about one per 
cent. of all the hemp grown in the western States. 
Again, the gentleman says this contract will con- 
flict with the interest of the farmers of the West. 
It is very difficult to see how. This contract will 
not close the market forthem. Thesame amount 
of theraw material will be required, and the de- 
mand will not be in any way diminished, and the 
market will be still open to them. But suppose it 
does conflict incidentally with their interest, is the 
Government bound to shape its contracts with 
reference to the interest of the few, or with refer- 
ence to the whole people? The course the gentle- 
man proposes to pursue can only be advantageous 
to the few, just in proportion asit is disadvanta- 
geous to the many. 

But, sir, Lam not aware that the hemp interest 
demands any protection. I do ngot understand 
that the wants of the country require it. ` And the 
gentleman from Missouri seems to admit that his 
object is to get a bounty on hemp, else why the 
onslaught of the gentleman upon the fishing in- 
terests of the East? He at least had bounties in 
his mind, and the gentleman is earnest. The 
course indicated by him and the gentleman from 
Kentucky, (Mr. Marswatt,] the effect of which, 
if consumated, is to place a bounty on hemp. If 
any interest connected with hemp should be 
encouraged by bounties, itis that interest which 
has brought the preparation of the water rotted 
hemp in America to its present state of perfec- 
tion. But no resolution or proposition, emanating 
from the committee, looks to bounties or pre- 
miums. 

Now as to the gentleman’s [Mr. Bowuztn’s} 
threat, that unless the representatives of the East 
allow these resolutions to pass without opposi- 
tion or amendment, that the fishing interests of 
the East will be in danger, I have but a single 
remark in reply. If the gentleman from Mis- 
souri supposes that the Representatives from 
the State of Maine can be deterred from the 
pursuit of an honest conclusion upon this or any 
other subject, by such considerations, he has en- 
tirely mistaken the temper and spirit of the Rep- 
resentatives from that State. And if the gentleman 
shall find it for his interest, or to lay in the path 
of his duty, to assault the interests of my constitu- 
ents, | shall endeavor to defend them as best. i 
may upon their merits, and will nofbring into the 
debate other interests with which there is no pos- 
sible connection. 

I regret that the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. 
Marsnatt] should have thought it necessary or 
proper to have made a party affair upon this ques- 
tion. I see no connection that it has with party; 
I hope it will not be so considered. It was not so 
considered by the committee, and it has no con- 
nection with party whatever. I hope these reso- 
lutions will be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole. Then all the questions involved in this 
matter will be considered together and properly 
understood, and 1 have no doubt that such will be 


| the determination of the House as the facts and 


justice demand. 

[A message was received from the President of 
the United States by the hands of Col. Buiss, his 
Private Secretary. ] 

Mr. BOWLIN said he regretted the necessity 
of again troubling the House upon these resolu- 
tions, but that he owed jt alike to himself and to 
his constituents to vindicate the one from misin- 
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terpretation and the othier against the perpetration 
of an outrage upon their interests: Ht Was stiangeé 
indeed that a plain, simple proposition, asking fio 
exclusive privileges, no protection, bat simply an 
open market, could not be presented to this House 
but it had to be rode down by saddling' upon it 
measures of a most unparalleled character; and: 
with which there was no iore Jégitimate connec- 
tion than there would bé with thë civil-and diplo- 
mati¢ bill. The object of -our resolution was. 
simply to give the farmer a market for any sür- 

plus beyond the obligations of contract, and nevér 

contemplated -the slightest-interferénce with the 

legal rights of any onë; and they protested, as 

they had a right to, agairist its being loaded down 

with individual clainisfor preterided wrongs. Had 

there been no improper intermeddling with this 

subject, there would have beer no kind of neces- 

sity for the résolution, which only proposed to 

unfetter restrictions upon the trade in the gréat 

staple of several of the States of the West. The 

error commenced with Congressional interference 

under the prétence of fostering and encouraging 

the production of this great staple, whilst, in 

reality, they were making war upon it. 

What encouragement (said Mr. B.) do you give 
the farmer, when you close your miarket to him, 
and open it only to speculators on a great scale? 
What inducement has the grower to prepare the 
material, when the only market for the particular 
product, the Government, is shut upon him, and 
he is kindly turned over to, the intermediate ċon- 
tractor to take his hemip upon ‘such terms as the 
Stronger can always dictate to the weaker? He 
would imagine a case, arid as gentlemen were ex- 
ceedingly technical about this matter, he would 
warn them in advance that it was to be a fancy 
sketch; and he only hoped too many of his con- 
stituents would not réalize it as too true to nature. 
A farmer comes. in with his ten tons to the agent 
at St. Louis, who submits it to the tést, and certi- 
fies its capacity for the naval service. He is then 
asked to buy it for thé navy, but is informed that 
one gentleman or one company alone has the priv- 
ilege of supplying that branch of the public ser- 
vice by a five contract. He then seeks the only 
market left him, the Government pet, and is 
there told, that they have plenty to supply the con- 
tract without purchasing his hemp, but as he had 
no other market, he would take it at the highest 
dew-rotted price; or if a very superior article, 
might give a little more, and give to the farmer just 4 
about orie half the pricé it would be turned over to 
the Government for. And this is what gentlemen 
termed, by a gross abuse of language, protecting 
the farmer. Now, the difference between them 
was precisely this! He and those acting with hiv 
desired the farmer to have the market in the 
first instance, and realize the full value of his 
produce; whilst others thought it necessary to 
the public service, that an intermediate contract- 
or should be interposed, who should share the 
profits of his labor with him. 

Sir, what was this House asked to do by the 
gentlemen of the Naval Committee upon this sim- 
ple proposition for an open market? Not to suffer 
it to be established, lest it might conflict with a 
proposition they had reported, regarding an indi- 
vidual claim then in the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. And what was that 
proposition? He was at a loss for language to 
characterize it: But he would venture to say it 
had few parallels in this or any other country. 
It was gravely proposed to this House—who, 
without disparagement to its intelligence, he thought 
knew very little about the subject—to force the 
Secretary of the Navy to execute a certain còn- 
tract, iñ a specific form, to a particular individual, 
giving him a five years’ monopoly of this branch 
of the hemp trade, It was true that the commit- 
tee differed—some for the whole, some for the half; 
but the principle of the monopoly was still the 
game. And this was to be done under the as- 
sumed plea that the Secretary had violated some 
legal obligation towards Mr. Billings and his bid. 
If that were true, he would not violate it, how- 
ever ruinous it might be. But let them look at 
that a little, and see how the account stood. And 
if Mr. Billings figures in this debate, he was 
indebted to his friends for his position. 

Now, (said Mr. B.,) let us look a little into the 
history of this matter. As soon as it became ap- 


arent that the American hemp was to supplant 
Russia hemp in the navy, from the high charac- 


spoke only from recollection, and gave the gerieral 


spirit of the resolution. Under that resolution 
bids were invited, with an indication that the 
amount wanted was five hundred tons—and re- 
serving, in the advertisement, his discretionary 
power, after the bids were opened, to decide 
whether he would contract or not. 

Under this resolation bids were sent in. He 
should proceed to notice, not with pleasure,- but 
rather with regret, this particular bid, that was 
thrust constantly in their faces to overthrow a 
great free-trade, open-market policy as contempla- 
ted in the resolutions. The bid, it was to be ob- 
served, was for all that was required—not for any 
specific number of tons. In that it was uncertain; 
and if the contract had followed the terms of the 
bid, and the Government had bound itself to give 
him all required for the service, a month would 
probably not have elapsed before the Government 
would have been at the mercy of the contractor. 
It was almost impossible that it would not have 
been compelled to violate such acontract. Ifa 
vessel was driven into port in distress, and had to 
procure rigging not made of this hemp, it might 
have been claimed as a violation of contract, not 
to be sét up, however, until it suited the conveni- 
ence of the contractor to avail himself of it. Now 
take this in connection with the bid—high for fonr 
years, and very low for the fifth—so as to make a 
general average so low as to secure the contract, 
and so vague in amount as to be forced ® keep it 
only so long as ıt was profitable. If he were the 
Secretary, he would not execute a contract so un- 
certain as to amount, if this House were doubly 
to order it. He had rather throw down his com- 
mission, and retire with his honor preserved from 
such a transaction. It was true the majority re- 
port of the committee fix a stipulated number of 
tons; so far, so good. But the minority desire to 
keep the bid to the letter; and he supposed the 
claimant was with the minority. And this was 
the bid the Secrétary was to be compelled to ex- 
ecite. 

Mr. GERRY said that by permission of the 
gentleman from Missouri, he would explain. 

Mr. BOWLIN yielded the floor. 

Mr. GERRY proceeded. It was understood, 
he said, by the Committee on Naval Affairs, that 
the report made by the gentleman from New York 
{Mr. Wuire] would be entirely satisfactory. The 
minority of the committee acquiesced in the con- 
clusion of the report, although not agreeing with 
the majority to divide the contract. But after it 
had been seen in the House that the gentlemen 
from Kentucky and elsewhére did not concur in 
the report of the majority, then the minority asked 
leave to make the report which they introduced. 

Mr. BOWLIN said that did not alter the facts 
in the slightest degree. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, interposed and 
said that it might be inferred from the gentleman’s 
argument, that the contractor would be liberated— 
that was a total misunderstanding of the result. 

Mr. B. resuming, said, that that was a matter 
of argument, not a statement of facts, buta dedac- 
tion from facts which was not the subject of the 
gentleman’s correction. "It was a legitimate infer- 
ence from the facts—and one he had a perfect right 
to draw. 

Mr. B. regretted that Mr. Billings’s affairs were 
dragged in here. 
committee, and in due time would have been taken 
up, no doubt, and determined by the House. But 
that would not do. It must be dragged up from 
the tomb of the Capulets, as gentlemen seemed to 


regard the Committee on the state of the Union, | 
And gentle- | 


to fetter and destroy our measure. 
men manifested some degree of feeling because we 
resisted this method of killing our resolution. He 
again repeated to the House, that if nothing more 


| subject. 


His case was quietly before the | 


sition. H 
doors, 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennéssee, inquired if the 
amount used in the navy was one per cent. upon 
the amount produced, then how could it be a mo- 
nopoly ? ee 

Mr. B. resuming, said he did not know. thé 
proportion, as to the whole hemp crop, but suppo- 
sed it would be small. But the gentleman could 
take nothing by this interrogatory, as the-general 
crop of hemp had nothing to do with it. ` Tt was 
not” water-rotted hemp for the navy. © And ‘he’ 
could now tell the gentlerian, that according to 
his information, the navy uses about two-thirds of 
the whole water-rotted hemp of the United States, 
and perhaps nearly all that would bear the test 
on inspection. He had inquired at head quarters, 
and learned from the best lights they had, that 
about a thousand tons were the produce, and 
seven hundred the probable consumption. Then, 
was it no monopoly to give this supply for a series 
of years into the hands of one man against the 
whole producing class? He did not know what 
the gentleman considered a monopoly, but he called 
it the very perfection of monopoly. 

But gentlemen were constantly ringing in their 
ears the assertion that the contractor produced 
the best quality. Admit that, he did not know, 
perhaps he did; and if so, he needed no monopoly 
to secure a market. The market by our resolu- 
tion would be literally at his door, and if he beat 
our producers in a finer ‘article, he secured the 
market without wrong to any one; and with his 
boasted article he need not feara competition with 
our farmers. The agent was at St. Louis now, 
ready to purchase when you shall havé given him 
the order, Their plan shuts out no. one—it was 
a free open market, and he who produced the 
best article at a proper price controlled it, «That 
was the law. of unfettered. trade, and it ‘was the 
reéstablishment: of that principle they were con- 
‘tending for. They wanted to gët rid of the old 
contract system, and open a market. where: there: 
could be no favoritism. 

Mr. STANTON, interrupting, inquired if the 
Secretary was operated upon by the monopolists? 

Mr. B., resuming, said, he made no charges. 
Indeed, he rather felt grateful to the ‘Secretary for 
his prompt action in checking a great monopoly 
of the whole market, and protecting the rights of 
those who were at home producing the article. 

Mr. STANTON, interrupting, said he under- 
stood there was no hemp raised in the district 
of the gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. B.] 

Mr. B. resuming said, that the gentleman, by 
his understanding, had fallen into a most egre- 
gious error. His was perhaps the smallest hemp 
growing district in the State—he believed it was- 
and he was inclined to think the district ‘of bis 
colleague, [Mr. Elau,] was the largest. And he 
would now be glad if the gentleman would inform 
him where he obtained his information on the 


SPANTON, in. reply, refered ‘to Mr. 
Mr. B., resuming, said -he was prepared for some- 


thing of this kind, because his was the smallest 
| hemp growing district: in. the State, abd he was 


Mr. 


| GREEN. 


|| glad it afforded him an opportunity of repelling 


i the unjust inferénce to be drawn from that fact, 
His opportunities of knowing the operations of 
these things, were infinitely better than if he lived 
surrounded with hemp growers, He resided at 
the seat of the trade—in the very market—where 
the farmer first made the discovery of the effect 
of féttered systems, upon the price of his pro- 
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duct. He was.situated where it came directly | 
under his observation... 7” BE ors ; 
.. Mr. GREEN (Mr. B. yielding) inquired what 
amount of water-rotted ‘hemp. was brought to. the 
agency? And what amount was refused being 
purchased? : ptt, te | 

Mr. B., resuming, said, he did not pretend. to 
have the precise statistics, but-he could gratify his 
colleague by informing. him he had written. for 
them, and he hoped would be able to submit them 
to him shortly, in every particular in detail. 

Mr. HALL made.some remarks not heard—but 
declared himself for the open market system. ` 

Mr. B.. A word or two, now,as to the attack, this 
morning, of the gentleman from Maine, (Mr. GER- 
ry.|] He had alluded, the other day, to the rather 
remarkable circumstance of all the opposition that 
far having. came from gentlemen not directly con- 
nected with the hemip interest. It was a little cu- 
rious, and he could not help noticing it, but he 
hoped in no offensive sense. It was intended to 
arouse the attention of those gentlemen to the 
fact, that in attempting to settle and adjust the 
hemp interests of the West, with which they could 
not be very familiar, that they might do mischief. 
And he was certainly not a little surprised at the 
outbreak of patriotism displayed in the reply this 
morning. The gentleman talked about threats, 
and making war upon their peculiar interest; he 
was not aware that he had indulged in threats, and 
had certainly manifested no disposition to make 
war upon bounties and drawbacks. 

Mr. GERRY, (interposing.) The gentleman 
entirely misapprehends me. I made the remark 
that if the gentleman supposed that the Represent- 
atives from the State of Maine were of so craven 
a character, that they would be deterred from 
supporting a proposition which they believed to 
be just and proper, from fear that an assault might 
be made upon other interests affecting more im- 
mediately their own constituents, he had entirely 
mistaken the spirit and temper of those Represent- 
atives. 

Mr. BOWLIN, resuming, said, he thought he 
was plain enough. He had made no attack upon 
the gentleman, nor the peculiar interests of his 
section, unless inviting the attention of the House 
to the facts might be so considered. 

But he invited the attention of the House again 
to the resolutions, and urged upon them not to 
commit them-——that to do so under the present 
state of the case was a virtual rejection. Such he 
regarded as the inevitable effect of a committal, 
and hoped the House would not commit, but dis- 
pose of them at once, and let them know what 
they had to expect. 

After a few words from Messrs. MARSHALL 
and MOREHEAD— 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, remarking that he 
thought the House had heard enough of this sub- 
ject, moved the previous question. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, desired Mr. ©. 
to withdraw the motion, to enable him (Mr. S.) 
to offer an amendment. 

Mr. GREEN made the same request, to which 
Mr. Cons assented, when— 

Mr. GREEN, after a few words of explanation, 
withdrew the motion to refer to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and offered the 
following amendment (being that indicated by Mr. | 
Sranron) to the amendment of the Committee on 
Naval Affairs: ' 


ful be it further resolned, That the Secretary of the Navy 
be dirveted to enter into contract with George W. Billings 


for furnishing 300 tons of American water-rutted hemp per į; 


anunum, fora period of five years, according to the terms 
and conditions of the bid made by the said Billings under 
the recent advertisement of the Navy Department for the | 
purchase of such hemp. 

Mr. CARTER said he would like to be a party 
to this bargain, (i e.) the conditional withdrawal 
of the previous question. 

Mr. COBB farther waived his motion in favor 
of— 

Mr. CARTER, who inquired of the Speaker 
whether it would be in order to offer an amend- 
ment to that branch of the resolution which re- | 
lated to the purchase of hemp in open market? 

The SPEAKER said it would not be in order, 
because an amendment to an amendment was 
pending. 

Mr. CARTER’S amendment, by consent, was 
read for information, as follows: 


“ Provided, That the Secretary of the Navy, in the pur- 
chase of said hemp, shali in no instar 


i 
i 
i 
| 
i: 
i 
i 


ice pay to the person | 
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from whom the purchase shall be made, more than the-aver- 
age price, per ton, to be paid under the bid of Mr. Billings.” 
Mr. HALL desired Mr. Coss further to waive | 
his motion. oe | 

The SPEAKER said that this mode of proceed- 
ing was entirely irregular. The gentleman from 
Alabama [Mr. Coss] had not the right to yield 
the floor in this way, first to one and. then to 
another. If the gentleman from Alabama yielded | 
the floor, the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. HALL] 
would be entitled to it. z 

Mr. COBB withdrew the d 
vious question. 

Mr. SCHENCK expressed some doubt whether 
the subject was well understood by the House. j| 
He did not know that he exactly understood the 
situaton of the question himself. He. believed 
that Mr. Billings was one of those who had be- 
come bidders for the contract to supply. the Gov- | 
ernment with American water-rotted hemp. For 
some reasons which had not been very satisfac- 
torily presented, the offer of Mr. Billings was re- 
jected. And thus it remained until the month of 
August. On looking into the matter, the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs had unanimously thought 
that the contract ought to be awarded to Mr. Bil- 
lings, and had reported a resolution directing that 
it shouid be so awarded. 

Mr, BOCOCK (Mr. Scuencx yielding the floor 
for an explanation) said the gentleman from Ohio 
had made a mistake when he said there was una- 
nimity of opinion in the Naval Committee that Mr. 
Billings had any legal claim to this contract. He 
(Mr. B.) did not believe that Billings had any 
legal claim; but he had thought that the interests 
of the service and of the country would be bene- 
fited by giving the contract to him. 

Mr. SCHENCK replied that he had not used 
the phrase “legal claim.’ But he had agreed 
with his colleagues on the Naval Committee, that 
provision ought to be made for the continuance of 
the contract with Billings; and the report of the 
committee was to that effect. That report was, 
; on motion, referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, was considered by that 
committee, and reported back to the House. In 
the mean time, a resolution looking to the encour- 
agement of the western hemp grower, was intro- 
duced by the gentleman from Kentucky. The 
Committee of the Whole had, on the same day, 
he believed, reported back the original resolution 
with a single amendment, and that amendment 
was properly the only subject now under discus- 
sion. She committee reported back the resolu- 
tion with an amendment, requesting that the test 
should be raised from 4,200 to 4,400 pounds. 
Now it must be obvious that the committee had 
some reason for adopting this amendment. Now, 
what was this reason? 

if gentlemen could be prevailed on to look into 
the matter, and to see in what quantities and in 
what mode the hemp had been formerly supplied 
| for the public service, in small amounts, and from 
| time to time, and would call to mind the great 
| improvements which had been gradually intro- 
duced in the preparation of the article for use, they 
would become satisfied that the standard of the 
test might be raised with advantage to the public 
interest, and that owing to the perfection to which 
it had been brought by machinery and skill, a 
rope of one inch and three-quarters would now 
sustain a weight of 4,400 pounds. 

Mr. SCHENCK here referred to some docu- | 
ments before him, to show what was the compar- 
ative strength of the foreign and the American 
| hemp; and argued, that if we had made such im- 
provements in the manufacture and preparation of 


emand for the pre- 
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single rope. It was an. imperative duty to take 
care that this rope should be made as strong as 
possible. 

Mr. BOW LIN asked a question, which was not 
audible. 

Mr. SCHENCK replied in the negative. The 
committee had, through the Navy Department, 
obtained the facts which had led them to the con- 
clusion that the standard ought to be raised. 

Mr. S. here referred to the reports from the de- 
partments for the facts in detail to which he re- 
ferred. 

From these documents he presented to the 
House the various tests which had been applied 
by the department, and the results of the experi- 
ments. ‘The power of the rope had always gone 
above the test here designated. It had been de- 
monstrated that by the improvements in machinery 
and the greater skill in the preparation of the article 
for the use of the Government, we were now en- 
abled to produce a better article than. we could 
obtain from abroad antecedent to, as well as sub- 
quent to 1841; we had been gradually progressing 
in the preparation of hemp until in our advancing 
skill and experience, and in our republican prog- 
ress, we have outstripped the foreign article. On 
this account he thought, and the committee thought, 
that the standard had been fixed too low, and that 
even by raising it to 4,600 pounds we should still 
be able successfully to compete with the imported 
hemp. 

Mr. S. here referred to a report from the depart- 
ment on the subject of water-rotted hemp; and 
stated that herein would be found sufficient to ac- 
count for this point in the debate on the amend- 
ment. It was evident that 4,400 pounds is a test 
below which we are not justified in going. Itis 
true that by looking at different States, we shall 
find that this test may exceed in some cases, that 
which is their standard. It is above the standard 
in Illinois and Kentucky, and all the debate which 
had sprung up and raged so fiercely originated in 
this innocent effort to raise the test to its proper 
standard. Yet no one could entertain a doubt as 
to the facts on which this change is proposed. It 
is grounded on tests made for the purpose of as- 
certaining how high a standard may be safely 
adopted. 

It had been objected that we ought to have no- 
thing to do with Billings, who had been constantly 
dragged in by gentlemen at every stage of the dis- 
cussion, If the resolution submitted by the gentle- 
man from Kentucky had been referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, as 
the resolution reported by the Naval Committee in 
relation to the Billings contract was, the whole: 
subject would have been taken up and considered 
atthe same time. But in consequence of the action 
of the Committee of the Whole on the Billings 
contract, opposition had been made to the raising of 
the standard, and to the reference of this resolution 
of the gentleman from Kentucky to that commit- 
tee. These objections have been interposed to 
cut us off from the opportunity of examining the 
whole subject at once, and satisfying ourselves 
whether the contracts have been properly made. 
This appeared to be their object. 

Now, if we defeat this amendment and prevent 
the test from being raised, what must be the effect ? 
It will be to throw back the Government upon the 
inferior qualities of hemp, while it would enable 
the growers in Kentucky and Illinois to get rid of 
hemp which could not be otherwise disposed of, 
by selling it to the department. And when your 
policy is thus fixed, and you permit the farmer to 
bring in his ton of hemp at a time, instead of hav- 


the article as to enable it to bear an additional test 
of fifty, or one hundred, or two hundred pounds, 
it was very important that we should raise the 
test, so as to have in the public service the strong- 
est possible cordage. 

Mr. MOREHEAD made a remark here, (Mr. 


Scuencx yielding the floor,) which was not 
audible. 


was a disposition on the part of those who had 
he interests of the naval service committted to 
hem, to keep up, as far as possible with the 
spirit of the age, with the progressive improve- 
ments in the article. And the importance of this 


į policy would be evident to all, when it is reflected 
i that the lives of hundreds 


| beings are frequently risk 


e 


|i 
of thousands of human || 
ed on the strength of a |i 


Mr. SCHENCK resumed, stating that there | 


ing a regular supply secured by contract, we are 
told that we shall help put down a monopoly ! 
This word “ monopoly ° was constantly evoked, 
as if to conjure upaspirit to fright us from our pro- 
priety. What is this “ monopoly” which is such 
a bugbear to some? 

Some time ago, when it became evident that we 
could procure at home a better quality of hemp 
than we could import, a provision by law was en- 
acted authorizing contracts to be made to run 
through a period of five years, from year to year, 
in order to secure a regular and sufficient supply. 
The same course is pursued in obtaining supplies 
of butter, cheese, and other necessaries for the ser- 
vice of the navy; because in the absence of such 
contracts, if these articles were to be annually col- 
lected here and there, how could there be any uni- 
formity in color, or taste, or quality? And espe- 
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cially must this be the case. in relation to the sup- 
ply of hemp—an article which can only be brought 
to an equal and uniform standard by means of 
machinery which cannot be put up without capi- 
tal; and it was to enable the contractor to erect this 
requisite machinery and properly to prepare the 
article, that this provision extending the contracts 
through a period of five years, was adopted. 

Mr. S. here referred to'a report from the navy- |. 
yard at Boston, to; show that there was a differ- 
ence between the hemp furnished in small quanti- 
ties, and the large supplies, to the disadvantage of 
the former. And so, he repeated, would be the re- 
sult if the department was to adopt the system of 
obtaining the supplies of butter and cheese for the 
navy, wherever it could be picked up. If a por- 
tion was to be picked up in Philadelphia, and 
another portion in Missouri, and another portion 
in Kentucky, how could it be expected that the but- 
ter and cheese would not be of all qualities of taste 
and color? So as to hemp, which requires uni- 
formity of strength and staple. If we are to seek 
it here and there, wherever and in whatever quan- 
tities we may be able to procure it, do we not run 
the risk of obtaining it of every color and descrip- 
tion, piebald and motley in its appearance and 
quality? He defied any ingenuity to prevent such 
a consequence, 

But such an evil is avoided when we make a 
contract with one or more contractors for the sup- 
ply of alarge quantity of the articie, thus putting 
it in the power of these individuals to erect the 
proper machinery and to see that the proper mode 
of preparing is attended to; and the advantage of 
that mode is further made manifest by the report 
of the Boston navy-yard, which shows that the 
hemp purchased in small quantities does not come 
up to the proper test. And this was an answer to 
the objection advanced against the continuance of 
the contract through the term of five years. 

Mr. S. then referred to the advertisement un- 
der which Mr. Billings put in-his bid for the 
supply of hemp. The advertisement stated that 
no bids should be offered over $241 a ton. Mr. 
Billings begins with a bid for the first year at 
$238; and then he comes down gradually, until 
for the last year his bid is at $163, some fifty 
dollars below the preceding year. Taking the 
average of the five years it was $217, and this 
was far below what had heretofore been paid, and 
that it would have cost if it were procured in the 
way gentlemen seemed to wish. 

He then referred to the superior cleanliness of 
the article procured by contract. The hemp pur- 
chased by the American Hemp Company has 
much less dirt and tow than any other which had 
been supplied; and that accounts for its superior 
strength. There is not any tow in it. Some per- 
sons have supposed that this is owing to a differ- 
ence of fibre. He thought, however, that this dif- 
ference was owing to the different mode of prepa- 
ration. He had no doubt the hemp of Missouri 
would be as good as the best if the same care was 
taken in the preparation, and it was furnished in 
the like quantity. If the western hemp was sub- 
jected to the same process, and was freed from the 
dirt and tow with which it is encumbered, he had 
no doubt that the same hemp which would now be 
rejected would be adopted for the use of the Gov- 
ernment. ; 

If there was a monopoly in the mode of obtain- 
ing supplies by contract, it was a wise monopoly. 
But there was no monopoly. The system only 
enabled the department to buy so as to secure the 
greatest possible advantage for the service. It is 
no monopoly. The Secretary issues his public 
notice, inviting proposals; he thus goes into 
a free and open market, where all are at liberty to 
bring their offers; and while the department thus 
secures the advantages of the contract system, good 
is done to the producer of the article. It is then 
the wisest course. ae 

He had been induced to go into this statement to 
give the House all the information he could onthe 
subject. He had not referred to the course of the 
Secretary of the Navy, or to the opinion of the At- 
torney General, which were not satisfactory to 
him. , 

He had no acquaintance with Billings, having 
never seen him until two or three days ago. He 
did not know why the introduction of his name 
had produced so much warmth, -he would not say 
ferocity, but strong feeling. _ He did not regard 
this as a question between Illinois and Kentucky, 


or between any of the other States. He did not 
‘know where Billings lives. “What he-had said on 
this question, he had said with a view to the inter- 
ests of the Government. He cared not who was 
to reap. a profit out of any coriffact. As a mem- 
ber of the Committee on Naval Affairs, he only 
looked at what he thought the most desirable for 
the interests of the service. 

Mr. STANLY called for the order of the day— 


„but waived the call at the request of 


. Mr. MOREHEAD, who moved that the reso- 
lution and amendments be recommitted to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. MARSHALL wished to move an amend- 
ment. 
_ The SPEAKER said no amendment was now 
in order. . 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Moreneap and decided in the affirmative. 

So the resolution and amendments were recom- 
mitted to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing 
To the House of Representatives of the United States: 

I herewith transmit to Congress copies of a recent cor- 


| respondence between the Department of State and the Brit- 


ish Minister at Washington, relating to subjects which seem 
to require the consideration of the Legislative rather than 
the Executive branch of the Government. 

WASHINGTON, 4th March, 1850. Z. TAYLOR. 


BRITISH LEGATION, 
WASHINGTON, January Ist, 1850. 

Sır: Her Majesty’s Government saw, with great satisfac- 
tion, the decree published by the President of the United 
States, conceding to Biitish vessels in American ports the 
same privileges and advantages which are granted to Amer- 
ican vessels in British ports by the recent modification of 
the British navigation laws; and 1 was happy to assure 
you that the vessels of the United States would not be ex- 
cluded by any Order in Council from the full benefit of that 
change of system which Great Britain has adopted. 

There are, however, two or three matters to which I must 
call your attention, believing that the real object and spirit 
of your standing regulations is to confer on the vessels of 
foreign powers those advantages which such foreign powers 
may confer upon the vessels of the United States. 

As the coasting trade of the United Kingdom is strictly 
reserved to British vessels, L would not, of course, propose 
to the United States Government that British vessels should 
be adinitted to trade to and fro between the several ports on 
the eastern coast of the United States, because such trade 
being strictly a coasting trade, is, it may be presumed, con- 
fined to United States vessels, But the trade between the 
ports onthe east and those on the west coast of the United 
States, involving, as it does, the necessity of passing through 
seas and along cousts far beyond the territorial jurisdiction 
of the United States, resembles in its nature and character 
the trade carried on between the United Kingdom and the 
transmarine possessions of the British Crown, into which 
trade the new act authorizes the adinission of the vessels 
of all countries which may be disposed to meet the conces- 
sions of Great Britain in a spirit of fair reciprocity; and her 
Majesty’s Government conceive that if the United States 
vessels are to be adinitted to this privilege, the United States 
Government may be fairly expected in return, to admit 
British vessels to trade between the Atlantic and Pacific 
ports of the United States. 

Moreover, you will be aware that American vessels be- 
coming the property of British subjects, are now admissible 
to the advantages of a British register, and I therefore deem 
it no more than reasonable and fair to expect that measures 
will be adopted by the United States Government for making 
British vessels becoming the property of American citizens, 
adinissible to the advantages of an American register. 

it will give me much pleasure to be able to satisfy Her 
Majesty’s Government promptly on these particulars. 

Tavail myself of this occasion tu renew to you the assur- 
ances of my highest consideration. 

È H. L. BULWER. 

Hon. J. M. CLAYTON, &e., &e., &e. 

BRITISH LEGATION, January 3, 1850. | 

Sir: It having been represented to her Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment, that there is some idea on the part of the Govern- | 


ment of the United States, to increase the duties upon Brit- |; 


ish iron imported into the United States, I have been į 
instructed by her Majesty’s Government, to express to the 
United States Government the hope of her Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment, that no addition will be made to the duties im- | 
posed by the present tariff of the United States, which | 
already weigh heavily on British productions; aud i cannot 


but observe, for my own part, that au augmeutation of the |! 


duties on Brititish produce or manufactures, made at the 


moment when the British Government has, by a series of || 


measures, been facilitating the commerce between the two | 


! countries, would produce a very disagreeabie effect on 


public opinion in England. : 
Lavail myself of the opportunity to renew to you the as- 
surance of my mostdistinguished consideration, 
HENRY L. BULWER. 
Hon. Joun M. CLAYTON, &e., &e., &e. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
WASHINGTON, January 14, 1850. 
Sm: I was honored by the receipt of your note of the Ist 
instant, assuring me that the vessels of the United States 
would not be excluded, by any Order in Council, from the 


full benefit of that change of system which Great Britain | 


i| the Commi 


| 
H 
| 
i 


has adopted by the recent modification of her navigation 
laws; and expressing the great satisfaction of Her Majesty’s 


Government with. the décision of the President ofthe Uni- 
ted States, conceding to British vessels in American ports: 
the same privileges and advantages which are now- granted: 
to American vessels in British ports. Lo oe 
The questions whether British vessels shall-be admitted 
to trade, ag you propose, hetween the Atlantic and Pacific 
ports of the United States, and whether vessels of British 
build shall be admitted to the advantages. of an: American: 
register, are considered by the President as the proper snb- 
jects for legislative consideration, and will be submitted to 


the judgment of Congress, : 
I avail myself of this oceasion to renew to you the assu- 
rance of my distinguished consideration. 


JOHN M. CLAYTON. 
Rt. Hon. Sir H. L. Butwer, &e., &e. i 
On motion, the message and papers were refer- 

red to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


CALIFORNIA. ` 


On motion of Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, 
the House resolved itself into Committee of thë 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Born in 
the Chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 
President’s message communicating the constitu- 
tion of California, and of the proposition of Mr. 
Dory and of Mr. Green relative thereto. 3 

Mr. HALL, who was entitled to the. foor, ad- 
dressed the committee upon the slavery question, 
and in favor of the admission of California. ` [His 
speech will be found in the Appendix.] 

Mr. HALL having concluded— 

Mr. CABELL, of Florida, obtained the floor, 
and addressed the committee during the hour, (in ` 
remarks which will be found in the Appendix.) 

Mr. FEATHERSTON obtained the floor, but 
yielded to a motion that the committee rise, which 
prevailing, the committee rose and reported. 

Mr. BROOKS here rose and said that a message 
from the President of the Unitéd States, involving 
principles of a great deal of importance, had been 
received to-day, and without reading, ashe thought, 
given altogether a wrong direction. He therefore 
moved a reconsideration of the reference which 
had been given it, viz: to the Committee of For- 
eign Relations, with the view afterwards of giving 
it another, and, as he thought, a better direction. 

Severna Voices: What’s the message? What’s 
the message ? 

Mr. BROOKS (resuming) said: The message 
conveyed from the Secretary of State two letters. 
from the British Minister here, which the Presi- 
dent referred to the action of Congress. 

The British Minister first asked that, in consid- 
eration of the British Free Navigation Act, the 
coastwise trade, not between our ports on the At- 
lantic, but between the ports of the Atlantic and 
the Pacific be open to British as well as to Ameri- 
can vessels, and that British built vessels pur- 
chased by Americans be given American regis-: 
ters. i a a Aag 

The British Minister secondly remonstrated,: 
perhaps gently, but remonstrated nevertheless, 
against an apprehended increase of duties in this’ 
country upon British products, more especially 
upon iron, which increase if made by our Gov- 
ernment, he thought would act unfavorably upon 
public opinion in Great Britain. : 

Both of these papers, addressed to the United 
States Secretary of State, were somewhat extraor- 
dinary, and both deserved more consideration than 
they were likely to have from the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, whose business was not with 
the coastwise trade of the United States, nor with 
the tariff. f 

The question was then put, and the motion was 
reconsidered. 

Mr. BROOKS, to give these papers a proper 
direction, moved that the letter first named be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce,gnd the 
second letter to the Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. STANLY was understood to say that this. 
whole subject should go to the Committee’ on 
Foreign Affairs. It had been very properly re- 
ferred to that committee this morning, . What, he 
asked, had the Committee on Manufactures to do 
with these matters which touched the basis of our 
‘commercial intercourse with a foreign power? 
| That branch of the subject. proposed. to be referred 


|| to the Committee on Manufactures, should go. to 


tuee of Ways and Means, if it be not 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, was understood 
to coincide-with the views of the gentleman from 
North Carolina, [Mr. Stanzy,] and moved that 
the House adjourn; but waived the motion. ` 

Messrs: McLANE, of Maryland, and Mc- 
CLERNAND made some remarks, which were 
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indistinetly beard. The latter gentleman wes un- 
derstood to inquité of the Speaker whether the’ 
vote referring the message to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs had been reconsidered, and whether | 
the question was debatable ? : 
Phe SPEAKER said the vote had been recon- 

sidéréds and the question. recdrréd on the motion 
to refer, ; : 

Mn.McCLERNAND was proceeding to make 
some remarks; when - : 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, said he insisted 
upon his motion to adjourn. He wanted timé to 
examine the documents; beforé voting upon the 
question of reference. Ne 

Mr. BROOKS inquired: of the Chair what would 
be the effect upon the pending question if the mo- 
tion tö adjourn prévailed? | ` 

The CHAIR stated that if the House then ad- 
jourieéd, the communication of the President and 
the pending motion would be the first business in 
order, of the businéss on the Speaker’s table, after 
the expiration of the morning hour. 

By general consent the documents were ordered 
to be printed. i 

The question was then put on the motion to ad- 
journ, and it was carried in the affirmative. 

The House accordingly adjourned. 


f NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. WENTWORTH gave notice of his intention to in- 
traduce a biil extending the time for the payment of public 
lands, under existing preéimplion laws, trom one to two 

ears, 

7 Also, a bill placing on the pension roils all the surviving 
soldiers, and the widows of soldiers who served three 
months, * 

Also, a bil reducing the rates of letter postage to two 
cents for each half ounce, and reducing the franking privi- 
lege. 

Eiso, a bill abolishing the use of ardent spirits and cor- 
poral punisinnent in the United States Navy. 


PETITIONS, &e. 
The following memorials, petitions, &c., were 
presented under the rule and referred to the appro- 
priate committees: 


By Mr. FITCH: ‘he petition of W. R. Ellis and 148 
other citizens of Elkhart county, Indiana, asking a reduc- 
tion of postage to two cents per half ounce on prepaid 
matter. 

Also, the petition of Peter W. Demosa and 82 other citi- 
zens of Fulton, Putaski, Stark, and Marshall counties, for 
a mail-route from Rochester through Buena Vista to Wina- 
mac. 

Also, another on the same subject, signed by 33 citizens. 

By Mr. McQUEEN: The memorial of Jesse Keith and 
other citizens of Darlington district, South Carolina, pray- 
ing for the establishment of a mait-route from Wilmington, 
North Carolina. to Manchester, South Carolina, 

By Mr. BENNETT: A petition of 25 citizens of Chenango 
county, New York, for the free circulation of newspapers 
for 80 niles from the place of publication. 

Also, a petiiion of 95 citizens of said county in favor of 
cheap postage. 

By Mr. COLE: The petition of Benjamin L. Purdy, FE. G. 
Stanley and 343 other citizens of Wisconsin, praying for the 
establishment of a mail-route from Mineral Point to Piover 
Portage, on the Wisconsin river, via Dodgevilic, &e. 

Also, the petition of George Hites, Willian B. Updegrafl, | 
and 218 other citizens of Wisconsin, for the establishment 
of a mail route from Green Bay to Adams, Sark county, 
via Menasha, &c. 

By Mr. SCHOOLCRAFT: The petition of A. C. Disbrow 
and 90 other citizens of western New York, for cheap post- 
age. 


By Mr. HALLOWAY: The petition of Johns. Knevels |i 


arid 6! others, citizens of Fishkill, Duchess county, praying 
that postage on prepaid letters be reduced to two cents per 
half ounce. i 

By Mr. BOYD: The petition of citizens of Kentucky for 
réduction of postage. 

Also, the petition of the heirs of Sarah Stokes for a pen- 
gion. 

Also, the petition of Mavell Hill, for a pension. 

By My, CROWELL: The petition of Robert Ginson and 
20) oWers, citizens of Youngstown, Mahoning county, 
Onio, praying Congress to secure to persons claimed as fu- 
gitives from service or labor, the right of trial by jury. 

By Mr. POTTER: The petition of O. S. St. John and 50 
others, citizens of Willoughby, Ohio, for cheap postage. 

By Mr. THURMAN : The petition of Barnch Beekwith, 
sr ind £0 others, citizens of Bukmantown, Clinton coun- 
ty, New York, for cheap postage. 

By Mr. HAY: The remonstrance of Albert Morton and | 
70 others, citizens of Gloucester, New Jersey, against the 
extension of Woodworth’s patent for a planing machine; | 
also, asking Congress to repeal the act extending this patent, | 
which was approved February 26th, 1845. 

By Mr. SEDDON: The petition of Carl Michael, of 
Richmonä, Virginia, for compensation for extra services and | 
medicines furnished in the Mexican war. j 

By Mr. EVANS, of Chio: The petition of citizens of | 
Muskingum county, Ohio, for the alteration of a certain 
mail-route. 

By Mr. PECK: Sandry petitions of citizens of Walden 
and of Danvite, Vermont, against the extension of slavery, i 

ł 


ke. 
Aiso, several petitions of citizens of Montpelier, Waits- 


Also, the: petition of citizens. of Caledonia abd Essex 
counties, Vermont, for a new mail-ronte. ; hi 
By Mr. YOUNG: ‘The memo ial of a public meeting held: 
by citizens of De Witt county, in iHinois,, praying for a 
grant of lands to aid State in the construvtion of the 
Céntial Railroad, ia said State, on the old surveyed route, 
from Cairo,.or some neighboring point, to the terminus of 
the flinois and Michigan Canal, aid from thence to Chi- 
cago. A . a et iis mer eS 

By Mr. FOWLER: The petition of Frederick Winslow 
and Charles Seward, citizens of Fall River, Massachusetts, 


f praying for indemnity: for French. spoliations committed 
; prior t0 the year 1809, - 


By Mr.-HIBBARD: The petition of John Davis and 


| others, citizetis of Cornish, N. H., praying that the rate of 


postage on prepaid letters may bé established at two cents 
per half ounce. 3 a 
Also, the petition of E. M. Bissell and others, citizens of 


| Oxford, N. IL, praying that the rate of- postage on prepaid 


letters may be established at two cents per hall ounce. — 

By Mr. GOTT: The resolutions of the town of Fabius, 
New York; the petition of citizens of the town of Camillus, 
New York; the petition of eitizens of the town of Skanea 
teles, New. York; and the petition of citizens of the town of 
De Witt, Now York, for cheap postage. ey 

By Mr. HILLTARD: The following petitions, viz: 

1. From A. A. Dexter, of Alabama, asking the passage 
of an act compensating American citizens for French spo- 
fiations on their commerce. 

2. Memorial of Benjamin Rush, of Pennsylvania, asking 
compensation for services as Chargé d’Affaires at London. 

On motion of Mr, JACKSON, of New York, Jeave was 
granted to withdraw from the files the petition of the heirs 
of Nathan Beard, together with the other papers in the 
ease, and they were referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, March 5, 1850. 


Mr. HALE presented a petition signed by 
Theophilus Cushing, and one hundred other citi- 
zens of Frankfort, Waldo county, Maine, asking 
a reduction of postage to two cents on all prepaid 
letters not exceeding one-half ounce, and news- 
paper postage to one cent, and for other corre- 
sponding reforms; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, a memorial from citizens of Newport, 
Herkimer county, New York, setting forth that, 
in their opinion, the system of land traffic imported 
into this country from Europe, is wrong in prin- 
ciple; that it is fast debasing the people to the 
condition of dependant tenants, of which condition 
arapid increase of vice, pauperism, misery, ine- 
quality, and crime are the necessary consequences, 
and asking that the public lands be ceded to the 
States, for the purpose of granting them in limited 
quantities to persons not possessed of other lands; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Also, a petition signed by Peter Ellis and sixty- 
two other citizens and electors in Chesterfield, 
Burlington county, in the State of New Jersey, 
asking that no State may be hereafter admitted 
into the Union unless the constitution of such 
State shall expressly prohibit the cxistence of sla- 
very within its limits; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Also, a petition signed by Peter Ellis and fifty- 
seven other citizens, claiming to be electors of the 
same town, county, and State, asking that no fu- 
gitive slave may be delivered up to the claimantor 
his agent, exceptupon the finding of a jury; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 4 

Also, a memorial very numerously signed by 


| citizens of Lancaster county, in the State of Penn- 


sylvania, asking the admission of California with 
her present limits and coastitution without delay; 
and further, asking that no bill may be passed 
agreeing to any compromise whatever, by which 
a single square inch of soil, now free, shall have 
slavery introduced therein; and that such meas- 
ures may be taken as will effectually exclude from 
all territories acquired from Mexico, a system 
which Washington, and Jefferson, and Randolph, 
and the great and good of all nations, have de- 
clared to be the sum of all villainies; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Territories. 

Also, a petition from citizens and electors resi- 
ding in Chesterfield, Burlington county, New Jer- 
sey, signed by Peter Ellis and fifty-nine others, 
asking that slavery and the slave trade may be ex- 
pressly prohibited by act of Congress in all the 
territories of the United States. 

Also, a petition from citizens and electors resi- 
ding in Chesterfield, Burlington county, New Jer- 
sey, signed by Peter Ellis and fifty-seven others, 
asking that all laws may be repealed by which sla- 
very or the slave trade is sanctioned in the city of 


‘ville, arid Fayston, Vermont, for a reduction of postage, 


| Washington, or that the National Government 
' may be removed to some more suitable location. 


Also, a petition from one hundred and eleven 
legal voters of the city of Buffalo, in the State of 
New York, for the repeal of. all laws enacted or 
adopted. by Congress for the support of slavery 


‘in. the District of Columbia. 


Also, a petition of thirty-eight inhabitants of 
Pennsylvania, asking that Congress, by a change 


„of the Constitution or otherwise, abolish slavery 


throughout the United States, or relieve the people 
of Pennsylvania from all responsibility of aiding 
in its support. : 

Also, a. petition of thirty-two inhabitants of 
Pennsylvania, asking the passage of a law to 
abolish slavery and the slave trade in the District 
of Columbia. i 

Also, a petition from citizens of Palmyra, in the 
State of New York, setting forth that they are 
credibly informed, that certain men in the District 
of Columbia claim and exercise the right of en- 
tering the houses of their poor neighbors, and vi- 
olently breaking up such households, thus pros- 
trating the conjugal, parental, and filial relations, 
and asking the enactment of such Jaws as will se 
cure the same rights to every individual in the 
said District. $ 

Also, a petition, signed by fifty inhabitants of 
the State of New Jersey, setting forth that * he 
who digs money out of the earth, who earns it 
with the sweat of his brow, hath a just title to it 
against the universe; no one has a right to touch 
it without his consent; to do so is robbery;’’ and 
asking that such .a law may be passed as will se- 
cure to all the people of the District of Columbia 
the free enjoyment of their just earnings. 

Also, a petition signed by fifty-seven inhabitants 
of New Jersey, setting forth that in the District of 
Columbia, over which Congress has exclusive ju- 
risdiction, one man is allowed to own another 
man’s body—an act denounced by Holy Writ, as 
may be seen by reference to the 21st chapter of 
Exodus, 16th verse, and asking the passage of 
such laws‘as will establish justice, and secure the 
blessings of liberty to all the inhabitants thereof. 

Also, from citizens of Newport, Herkimer coun- 
ty, New York, asking the attention of Congress to 
the atrocious wrongs and stupendous frauds done 
in the District of Columbia, and calling upon 
Congress, by all that is precious and sacred in the 
rights of man, and by all that is commanding and 
fearful in the authority of God, to. put an end to 
these wrongs and frauds. 


“1st. Daniel Drayton and Sayre are in prison in 
the District of Columbia, and they are to be kept there until 
they shall have done the impossible thing of paying $17,760. 
the amount of the fines so cruelly and wickedly imposed 
upon them. This is their doom, because, in the first place, 
there were found in the vessel which they navigated, seventy- 
four of their wretched fellow-beings, who were seeking to 
escape from slavery. his is their doom, because, in the 
second place, their judges, adopting tie shameful and 
monstrous falsehood that slavery has a legal existence in the 
District of Columbia, a legal existence: under our anti- 
slavery national constitution, transmuted the merit of these 
two men into a crime, their rare meritinto a hi-h erime. 
With these judges, who are guilty of being the servants of 
pirates, and of installing in the place of rightecus and holy 
Jaw the assumptions of lawless piracy, what less should be 
done than to impeach them? What less, indeed, should be 
done with any United States judge who is guilty of admit- 
ting, in his official capacity, the legal existence of slavery? 

_ «2d. The present Secretary of State is guilty of prostitu- 
ting his high office to the service of the slaveholding inter- 
est. His refusal to grant ‘a passport or protection? to Henry 
Hambleton, a colored person, was based distinetly aud 
solely on the ground of Mr. Hambleton’s complexion. Ix 
not Congress bound to provide effectually against the repeti- 
tion of this scandalous offence? 

“3d. The present Marshal of the District of Columbia is 
another instance of the abuse of official power, which calls 
loudly for the action of Congress. He, too, makes rights 
turn upon complexion; and he goes so far in this direction as 
to imprison, or otherwise outrage, colored- persons, who, if 
they were but white persons, would be entirely unmolested 
by bim, This ciarye is fully justified by his recent crime 
against Edward Brooks, 

“4th, There are persons, even thousands of them, in the 
District of Columbia, who are actually held as slaves; and 
they are claimed to be so held under the laws of Congress. 
We surely need not say that there are no laws of Congress 
authorizing slavery. Iv slavery can be legalized by any 
authority, it nevertheless cannot be by a Legislature, whose 
powers are bounded by the anti-slavery Constitution of the 
United States. How absurd the supposition that Congress 
can establish slavery at West Point, or wherever it has a fort 
orarsenal!. And yet, if Congress have power to establish 
slavery in the District of Columbia, it has power to estab- 
lish it wherever Congress has exclusive jurisdiction. 

“We respectfully submit whether Congress, inasmuch as 
there is a wide-spread delusion that it has power to create 
and legalize slavery, should not hasten to declare that it has 
no such power. But, whatever may be expedient on this 
point, there can be no reasonable doubt tha Congress is 
bound to put an immediate end to slavery in the District of 
Columbia, and to guard against its recurrence by the terrors 
of the highest penalties.” 


The motion to receive these. several petitions . 


was ordered to lie on the table. ; 

Mr. DOUGLAS presented a petition of citizens 
of Bureau county, Ulinois, in favor of a reduction 
of the rates of postage; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, a memorial from citizens öf Towa’ and 
Hlinois, asking the improvement of the navigation 
of the Upper Mississippi river; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. SEWARD presented a petition of citizens 
of Oneida county, New York, in favor of a reduc- 
tion of thé. rates of postage; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office'and Post Roads. 

Mr. BALDWIN presented a petition from citi- 
zens of Farmington, Connecticut, asking the adop- 
tion of measures for the se:tlement of international 
controversies; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. WALKER presented the petition of citi- 
zens of Wisconsin, asking the establishment of a 
post route from West Bend to Sheboygan Falls, 
in that State; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. SOULE presented a memorial from mer- 
chants of the city of New Orleans, in the State of 
Louisiana, asking the establishment of a line of 
mail packets from New Orleans to Vera Cruz and 
Tampico, in Mexico; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the memorial of the widow and heirs of 
Fulwar Skipwith, deceased, asking indemnity for 
losses sustained, and compensation for services 
rendered, while employed as public agent by the 
Government; which was referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion by Mr. PEARCE, 

Ordered, That the petition of Erskine & Eichellet, on 
the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

WOODWORTH’S PATENT. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. Iam request- 
ed to present the petition of Sidney Spaulding and 
five hundred and seventy-eight others, citizens of 
Lowell, Massachusetts, remonstrating against the 
renewal of a patent for a planing machine, the in- 
vention of William W. Woodworth; and I will 
state, sir——— 
` Mr. DAWSON, (in his seat.) The application 
has already been rejected by the committee. 

Mr. DAVIS. lam very glad to hear that it 
hag already been killed in committee; but, as the 
petitioners Have entrusted me with the petition, I 

. will state the facts connected with the case. Let- 
ters patent were granted for this invention on the 
Ath of December, 1828, for fourteen years. Jn 
November, 1842, these letters patent were ex- 
tended by the Commissioner of Patents for seven 
years more. In February, 1845, while this last 
renewal had something like five years to run, they 
applied to Congress for a further renewal of the 
patent; and, by an act of Congress, a renewal of 
the patent was granted, which expired in 1849, 
extending. it for seven years, making twenty-eight 
years inall. The petitioners represent that this 
Jast renewal commenced its term on the 4th of De- 
cember, 1849, and that the parties have come here 
now for a still further renewal to a period coinci- 
dent with the commencement of the patent, while 
it has nearly seven years still to run, It is aga‘nst 
this renewal, anticipating time for nearly seven 
years, that the petitioners remonstrate, and re- 
monstrate, I think, with great propriety. Take 
the facts that are known at the time the patent ex- 
pires, and they will show whether or not the par- 
ties are entitled to a renewal. ie 

But they represent, further, that this is a mo- 
nopoly of very. great value, and that the probable 
motive that brings the parties here is the very 
great revenue that is derived from it. Theydo not 
state the fact; but I have heard it stated in the com- 
munity, that when the renewal for seven years was 
granted in 1845—Woodworth being then dead— 


his heir sold out his interest in the patent for the | 
sum of fifty thousand dollars. Ido not vouch for j 


the correctness of the fact, but this is the common 
rumor among the community. The petitioners 
represent their belief that if Congress had known 
al the time of the renewal in 1845, all the facts that 
belong to the history of this case, the act would 
not have been passed. Iask you, sir, that with- 
outreading this petition, together with another tha 


I hold in:my-hand, it may be referred to the Com- | 


mittee on. Patents. ° : 

They were so referred. 

Mr. DOWNS. Lhavea memorial of precisely 
the same nature—a memorial making the same 
Opposition to the same patent, from certain per- 
sons in New Orleans, asking that the act of July 
§, 1845, renewing. the patent of William Wood- 
worth, may be so amended. as to protect the rights 
of persons who owned machines under that patent 
prior to its renewal under said act, and I would 
like it.to have the same reference. 

Mr. DAWSON. Itake this occasion to. state, 
as one of the Committee on Patents and the Patent 
Office, that this patent of Woodworth was re- 
newed in 1845, to commence running on the fourth 
of December, 1849, and to continue. for seven 
years from that date. Atthe opening of this ses- 
sion of Congress in December, an application was 
made at the very time when the last renewal was 
to commence to run, to renew the patent again 
after 1856, and that application was referred to 
the Committee on Patents and the Patent Office; 
and according to the proof before the cominittee, 
the renewal for seven years, which commenced 
running on the fourth day of last December, had 
been sold for one hundred thousand instead of 
fifty thousand dollars. Now they are endeavor- 
ing here, through their counsel on this floor and in 
other places, to renew the patent again, com- 
mencing: in 1856, to run for seven years more, 
when it is known the patent for seven years will 
be worth one hundred thousand dollars according 
to the proof that is now before the committee. | 
make these observations to show how the Con- 
gress of the United States has been made a mere 
instrument, in the hands of speculators and de- 
signing men, to create a monopoly.to be sold in 
order to levy a tax upon the country. In 1845 
the Congress of the United States passed a Jaw to 
renew a patent to commence running in 1849, four 
years afterwards, which was sold for one hundred 
thousand dollars, and now before that renewal 
commenced, an application is made to renew it 
again. This thing has all been exposed before 
the Committee on Patents, and they had intended 
at the proper time to show how the Government 
has been imposed upon, and Lam glad to see 


every section of the Union so awake upon the | 


subject--Boston, New Orleans and Wilmington— 
and I hope it will be so in every place where the 
interests of the public, in relation to these patents, 
ought to be regarded. 

Mr. SEWARD. A remark that has fallen from 
the honorable Senator from Georgia, renders it 
proper that 1 should say a word in explanation, 
in regard to myself, though I am sure the honora- 
ble gentleman was not aware of the misapprehen- 
sion to which his remark was liable, and against 
which I propose to guard myself. The honorable 
Senator says that an application is made to Con- 
gress to renew the patent by the counsel of the 
patentee upon the floor of the Senate and else- 
where. {presume the Senator intended no refer- 
ence to me personally by that remark. 

Mr. DAWSON. No, sir. I do the Senator 
from New York. the credit to say, that he is the 
counsel out of the House to whom I alluded; 
there is another counsel in attendance before the 
committee. 

Mr. SEWARD. Isupposed so. It is as well, 
however, that an explanation should be made; 
and t am glad that this opportunity of making it 
has arrived. The history of the Woodworth 
patent is one which it is not my purpose to give, 
but 1 desire simply to state my own relation to it, 


in order to guard against an erroneous impression | 
In 1846, 


that might otherwise be entertained. 
when I was in private life and engaged in profes- 
sional pursuits, I was retained as counsel for the 
assignees of this patent; it was then nearly value- 
Jess, because chiefly of litigation in the several 
courts of the United States, which rendered it 


impossible for the patentee or his assignees to de- | 


rive from it the reward which it was intended to 
confer on the discoverer. The result of the liti- 
gation in the year 1846, in the Supreme Court of 
the United States, was the settlement of certain 
questions in regard to it, by reason of which, after 
the patent had been amended, it might be sus- 
tained in the courts. The patent was amended, 
and inasmuch as the patentee had lost the benefit 
of the patent for the first term, an extension of it 


tii was granted by the Commissioner of Patents 


under the authority of the Board. of Commission-. 
ers, Whose. business it was to examine inf the 
subject... The patent thus amended and renewed,- 
went into. successful operation, so far-as the 
wards of the assignees were concerned, abont the. 
year 1847, and has been a source of emolument.to 
them. since that time. During that period, and up. 
to the time of my arrival here, and while here, J 
have been the personal counsel.of the. assignees. 
When it was proposed to me that I should be as- 
signed places on the committees of this ‘house, the 
persons who had the subject in charge on the 
side of the house to which I belong, proposed to 
place me on the Committee on Patents, as one of 
the committes to which I was to be assigned, 

I declined to take the place; and, inasmuch as ` 
any aggeration in the committees would disturb 
the whole arrangement contemplated, I begged of 
my friends to be excused from serving on any 
committee; and I was accordingly excused by 
them from serving on any. committee in this 
house. I preferred this request, because I was 
not willing to bring professional or private inter- 


| ests into any kind of competition with my public 


duties; I therefore desired to avoid being upon 
any committee where my conduct. might be subject 
to misapprehension. I have seen it. stated else- 
where—and I refer to it now for the purpose of 
correcting all misapprehension on the subject— 
that I had a partnership, ownership, or interest ‘in 
this patent, which I have not. l desire ‘to state 
distinctly here, in order to correct all misappre- 
hension elsewhere, that I have not now, never 
had, and never expect that 1 will have, an interest 
in any patent whatever; and, so far as regards 
any action here in reference to the subject, I have 
presented no petition, I have addressed no mem- 
ber of this house or the other, aid { never shall 
present a petition, or address any member-—t 
never shall take any action or give any vole in 
relation to matters about which I have ever be- 
fore been professionally concerned. Upon ques- 
tions arising in this body, my views and opinions, 
{ hope, wiil be entirely disconnected from per- 
sonal interest. It is due to myself that the Senate 
should understand that the counsel referred to by 
the Senator from Georgia are other than myself, 
over whom I have no control, and with whom [ 
have no connection. I have some cases before the 
Supreme Court of the United States under re- 
tainers earlier than my election to this place, 
which I would be glad to resign with all the not- 
inconsiderable-emoluments atiending them, solely 
that I might be always entirely unembarrassed in 
my legislative relations. ; ent ee 
Mr. DAWSON. The. fact to which I called 
the attention.of the Senate is this: thatg@he patent 
commenced. running from the 4th of December 
last, under a renewal to.continue for seven years, 
and that application was made to this body in De- 
cember to revive the patent—to grant a further re- 
newal to commenceafter the expiration of the seven 
years, which will be in 1856. “When I referred to 
the fact of counsel connected with this case, L re- 
ferred particularly to the gentleman who appeared. 
before the committee to force this thing through, 
aiming to create a monopoly for another period of 
seven years, without waiting for the expiration of 
the term of renewal already granted; because every 
renewal of the patent for seven years, is equivalent 
to giving to the patentee fifty or a hundred thou- 
sand dollars, and by our action we are thus crea- 
ting a capital in favor of the patentee to that 
amount. {merely took the occasion to say that 
the committee had this matter under consideration, 
and are well acquainted with all of the facts. -— 
The petition was referred to the Committee on 
Patents and the Patent Office. : 


EXPLANATION, 
Mr. FOOTE. ` | rise simply to give notice that 


| the motion which I had the honor of introducing. 


on last Monday, for raising a.committee of thirteen, 
1 intend to press very earnestly after the close of 
the address which we have been promised by the 
Senator from Massachusetts on Thursday next. 
[have been willing to defer action thus long, be- 
cause it. seemed to be very much desired by cer- 
tain honorable Senators with whom it was my 
wish to act, and I sincerely hope that, by the time 
specified; Senators will be fally prepared to ccdp- 
erate with me in the organization of the commitiee 
referred to... Whilst in the occupancy of the floor, 


and in connection with this subject, 1 beg leave to 
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state for myself, what perhaps may not be deemed 
very important. in- any public point of view, but 
necessary, as I think, to prevent any misappre- 
hension of. my own position in regard to certain 
‘views expressed in our hearing on yesterday, by 
the honorable Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. 
Catnoun,] not now in his place, and ‘who I fear 
is again detained at. his lodgings: by indisposition. 
I sincerely wish he were’ present, and I hope at 
Teast that what. I say, will be duly noted by his 
colleague and other ffiends who may feel author- 
ized to speak for himin his absence. -T shall take 
‘special care to do no injustice, and feel that it is 
impossible that the language of unkindness or 
disrespect can find passage from my lips. Sir, I 
was never more pained in my life, than at the 
necessity now imposed upon me, of malfhg the 
explanation which I am about to offer. 
On yestérday, sir, we heard the very able and 
patriotic speech of the distinguished Senator from 
South Carolina, and had occasion again to admire 


| 


thë power of his logic, the purity of his diction, | 


and the noble American spirit which that speech 
breathed throughout its whole compass. All who 
know me, and know anything of the sentiments 
that I entertain for that gentleman, will believe me 
when Í declare, that I have the very highést esteem 
for him personally; and [ take this opportunity to 
add, that for his intellectual faculties—for the puri- 
ty of his character—for his elevated patriotism, 
and his admirable disinterestedness of purpose— 
indeed, that for all that can adorn the character of 
the philosophic statesman, high-souled patriot, 
and finished gentleman—I cherish for him an ad- 
miration and kindness which few men, dead or 
living, have ever awakened in my heart and under- 
staniing. Yet, sir, I must say at the same time, that 
J was most profoundly grieved at two or three of 
the observations that fell from him on yesterday, 
and which, being offered to the Senate as part of his 
‘deliberately-prepared (and indeed already printed) 
speech, I have supposed might be regarded by 
many as not only the fruit of closest meditation, 
but to some extent also of consultation, among 
those who have the honor to be associated with 
the honorable Senator from South Carolina as rep- 
resentatives of the southern section of the Confed- 
eracy. Such is the high and imposing attitude of 
the honorable Senator from South Carolina—such 
his great weight of character and deserved influ- 
ence throughout the southern States—so thorough- 
ly, and Lmay well say, above all others, is he con- 

ided in, in regard to the delicate and interesting 
questions which now agitate the republic—that 
it is next to impossible, that anything which fell 
from him on yesterday, can be otherwise consid- 
ered thaf@ as harmonizing with the matured and 
universal public sentiment of the South. Already, | 
in fact, is it apparent that the speech of the honor- 
able Senator is recognized by leading northern 
prints, as embodying well-ascertained southern 
opinions, and as prefiguring the action which is 
inevitably hereafter to take place. 

Now, sir, though in the main I concur in the 
views and sentiments so ably set forth by the 
honorable Senator in that most extraordinary 
speech; though much of the argumentation I cor- 
dially admire and most heartily appro%e; though 
l am deeply grateful to him for his manly and | 
irresistible vindication of southern rights at a mo- 
ment so critical as the present; yet is it true that 
I cannot subscribe to all that the honorable Sena- 
tor thought proper to say upon the occasion, and 
I feel bound to express my special regret that he 
did not avoid saying several things which I cannot 
but believe to be of a tendency exceedingly hurt- 
ful to the South itself, and still more so to the 
republic in general. Sir, [feel bound to declare, 
that in my opinion the speech of the honorable 
Senator from South Carolina was drawn up with- 
out consultation with any other southern Senator, 
and that no other Senator would be willing to be- | 
come responsible for. those portions to which | 
have already alluded, as being, in my judgment, | 
so decidedly objectionable. At any rate, sir, i 
have determined, as one southern Senator, not 
yet despairing, thank God! of the Union, and 
still resolved to struggle perseveringly for its 
maintenance, if it may be maintained consistently 
with southern honor and southern safety: I say, 
sir, I have resolved to lose no time in entering 
my protest against such parts of the speech of | 


eause in behalf of which it was delivered. With- 
out indulging in further preliminary observations, 
I will proceed to read an extract from the speech, 
and offer one or two comments thereupon. 
Toward the close of it, after showing what could 
not save the Union, the honorable Senator proceeded 
to specify what, in his opinion, was indispensable 
to its preservation; and, in so doing, he prescribed 
one condition which I never heard of in my life 
before he enunciated it in our hearing—which, 
‘under éxisting circumstances, hold to. be impos- 
sible of performance, or which certainly could not 
‘by possibility be complied with, as ail must admit, 
at the present session of Congress—a condition, 
too, as ÍI am compelled to aver, wholly repugnant 
to the attitude heretofore assumed by the South, 
and by southern Senators and Representatives in 
Congress—who have up to this period contented 
themselves with relying upon the Constitution as it 
ts—who have been content to claim the faithful ful- 
fillment of its sacred guarantees—and have avowed 
themselves on all occasions the upholders and de- 
fenders of that sacred Union of States, established 
by the organic law of the republic, and which is 
now in imminent danger, only because the Consti- 
tution and its guarantees have been of late most 
shamelessly disregarded and trodden under foot, 
and the original equality of the sovereign States 
which compose the Confederacy most seriously 
menaced with overthrow. : 

The condition to which I allude, and which has 
been part brought to our notice on yesterday by 
the honorable Senator from South Carolina, is that 
which embraces an amendment of the Constitu- 
tion, What the nature of that amendment may 
be, Lam notatall informed,and cannot easily con- 
jecture; and I have found other southern Senators 
not at all more illuminated on this point than my- 
self. But, to avoid doing the honorable Senator 
the least possible injustice, 1 will read that portion 
| of his speech which I am now noticing. lt is as 
follows: 

“ Having now shown what cannot save the Union, I re- 
turn to the question with which I commenced: howcan the 
Union be saved? ‘There is but one way by which it can 
with any certainty, and that is by a fall and final settlement, 
On the principles of justice, of all the questions at issue be- 
tween the two sections. ‘Ise South asks for justice, simple 
justice, and less she ought not to take. She lias no compro- 
inise to offer but the Constitution, and no conce- sion or 
surrender to make. She iias already surrendered so much 
that she has liule left to surrender. Sueh a settlement 
would go to the root of the evil, and remove all cause of 
discontent. By satisfying the South she could remain hon- 
orably and sately in the Union, and thereby restore the har- 
mony and fraternal feelings between the seetions which 
existed anterior to the Missouri agitation. Nothing else 
can, With any certainly, Jinatly and forever settle the ques- 
tions at issue, terminate agitation, and save the Union. 

e But van this be done? Yes, casily; not by the weaker 
party, for it can of itself do nothing—not even protect jit- 
selt—but by the stronge The North has ouly to will it to 
accomplish it—to do j ee by conceding to the South an 
equal right in the acquired territory, and to do her duty by 
causing the stipulations relative to fugitive slaves to be 
faithfully fulfilled, to cease the agitation of the slave ques- 
tion, and to provide for the insertion of a provision in the 
Constitution, by au amendment, which will restore to the 
South in substance the power she possessed, of protecting 
herself, before the equilibrium between the sections was 
destroyed by the action of this Government. There will 
be no diffeulty in devising such a provision—one that will 
protect the South, and which at the same time will improve 
and strengthen the Government, instead of impairing and 
weakening it.” 

Now, sir, that such a constitutional amendment 
as the one here hinted at may be desirable, I will 
not undertake to deny. Indeed, I should feel it to 
be somewhat presumptuous in me to question the 
value of an amendment of the precise nature of 
which I know nothing at present. Whenever the 
honorable Senator shall choose to bring it forward 
in a reguiar way fcr our consideration, E promise 
to look into it dispassionately and without preju- 
dice; and I doubt not that I may yield it my sup- 
port. But, sir, at this moment, when we are strug- 
gling to adjust all the pending questions growing 


| 


i 


on impediment has been thrust in the way of a 
final adjustment of these questions—when impedi- 
ment after impediment has been rernoved, and the 
spirit of brotherly conciliation and compromise 
are beginning to mark our own proceedings, and 
still more strikingly to mark large assemblages of 
| our fellow-citizens, the proceedings of which are 


when I, for one, had hoped, and confidently hoped, 
that if a special committee of thirteen could be | 


the honorable Senator from South Carolina as I j 
deem likely to injure, inatead of benefiting, the | 


raised in this body, a general scheme of pacification | 
and settlement would be speedily agreed upon that 
might certainly and forever put down faction and 


out of the subject of slavery—when impediment | 


if 


now reaching us by every mail; at this moment | 


factionists, secure the-honor and safety of the 
South, and secure the Union itself, without at all 
tarnishing or obscuring the true ‘honor of the 
Nerth—at. such a time, and under such circum- 
stances, the honorable Senator from South Caro- 
lina, without consulting any of us, unprompted by 
any assemblage of the people North or South, 
comes forward with a claim for a constitutional 
amendment, which he asserts to be indispensable 
to the preservation of the Union. I confess that 
I do not perfectly understand this part of the hon- 
orable Senator’s speech. I am not prepared to de- 
cide whether he meant to insist upon this alteration 
of the Constitution as a sine qua non. [hope not; 
I hope (as I now see him in his seat) he will ex- 
plain this grave matter to the country. But yet, 
sir, is it clear that this proposition is an additional 
obstruction to the immediate settlement of the 
questions now pending? It is a proposition which 
has not originated with any portion of the people 
of the South; and one which, if insisted on, must 
so procrastinate settlement, as I verily believe, will 
make disunion almost inevitable. 

Now, sir, I beg leave to say, and I wish to say 
it very earnestly and very solemnly, that I am 
quite satisfied for the present with the Constitu- 
tion as framed by our wise and patriotic fore- 
fathers. I am entirely content with its existing 
provisions, if we can but secure their faithful en- 
forcement. Iam for the Constitution and its guar- 
antees. Iam for the Union, as provided for and 
delineated in that sacred instrument. {tis not a 
new Constitution, nor an amended Constitution, 
for which I have been all along contending; not 
such a Union as may be hereafter provided by the 
wisdoin of the present generation, but the good. 
old Union, the fruit of the sage counsels of our 
immortal ancestors, men never surpassed in all 
that is calculated to ennoble humanity and give 
true glory to nations. I must insist thatthe strong 
' ground of the South has heretofore been that we 
seek only what the Constitution entitles us to de- 
mand; we ask but justice under the Constitution, 
and that protection and safety which its provisions 
were intended to secure. And, sir, L am not pre- 
pared, indeed I am by no means prepared,'to quit 
this strong ground, and assert that we of the 
! South will have no settlement of existing dificul- 

ties unless we can effect a modification of the fed- 
‘eral Compact. I regret that we had not at least 
some little notice of this new demand before it 
was so formally asserted in the Senate, and in a 
manner so deliberate and imposing. I do not 
arraign the intentions of the honorable Senator 
from South Carolina. { doubt not that they were 
most patriotic and praiseworthy. No man will 
ever persuade me to doubt his purity, or his patri- 
otism, or his arvent love of the Union. But I re- 
gret that he has sounnecessarily supplied his ever- 
watchful adversaries with a plausible pretext for 
ahe renewal of their unjust and heartless assaults 
upon his character and sensibilities. I regret, if 
| possible, still more deeply, that he has made it 
necessary that I, who am one of his most admi- 
ring and trusting friends, should thus plainly, as 1 
have done, protest against this requisition of a 
change in the Constitution, which all must per- 
| ceive to be at present impossible, and the demand 
| for which ts, in my judgment, almost equivalent 
to pronouncing the Union at an end. 

The honorable Senator from South Carolina 
has, unnecessarily, as I conceive, gone a good deal 
out of his way for the purpose of assailing certain 
northern statesmen, whose noble maintenance of 
southern rights, entitles them to the everlasting 
gratitude of the whole South—a gratitude which I 
take it upon me to say, no influence will be suffi- 
ciently potent to induce the generous people of the 
South to withhold from these their fearless and 
disinterested defenders and advocates. The hon- 
orable Senator has gone still further; he has not 
reviled—he never reviles—but he has censured, 
: most vehemently and sweepingly censured, the 
| whole North, “all portions” of which he accuses 
| of hostility to southern institutions. I will cite his 
| very words: 

« There is a question of vital importance to the southern 
section, in reference to, which the views and feelings of the 


l two sections are as opposite and hostile as they can possibly 
| be. i referto the relation between the two races in the 


ti 


jj S-uthern section, which constitutes a vital portion of her 


| social organization. Every portion of the North entertains 
views aud feelings more or less hostile to it”? 

Now, sir, I must confess that I regard this lan- 
guage as highly unjust to Jarge portions of the 
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population of the free States. Abolitionists, it is 
true, are numerous in most of the States where 
slavery does not exist. The Free Soilers, asa 
political faction, are still more numerous. ‘There 
are thousands of bawling: démagogues: scattered 
through the North, some of: whose obstreperous 
voices are heard in the halls of Congress, whoare 
constantly avowing the bitterest enmity to the 
South and to southern institutions. “Yet still, sir, 
there are many—yea, I doubt not, much the larger 
part of the Democratic portion of the North, and 
many Whigs beside—who, though they are not 
the zealous advocates of slavery, and are unable to 
appreciate the manifold advantages which we hold 
to belong to our system of domestic Jabor, are, not- 
withstanding, not hostile to it, in the sense in which 
the term has been obviously employed by the hon- 
orable Senator from South Carolina. What, sir! 
Shall we say that those«re hostile to our domestic 
institutions, in a political sense, who have constant- 
ly signalized themselves by defending them against 
all unjust assailment; who are zealous upholders 
of the Constitution and all its guarantees; who 
have denounced the Abolitionists from the first, 
and who still denounce them; who have never 
affiliated with the Free Soilers; and whose sturdy 
blows have notoriously consigned Wilmot pro- | 
visoism and all its ill-fated advocates to defeat and | 
to disgrace? Are these the enemies to our-consti- | 
tutional rights? Are these persons justly accused 
of being hostile to the institution which they have 
thus defended? No, sir,no! There are states- 
men in the North—yea, there are statesmen now 
in my eye—to whom the South is as much in- 
debted for the defence of our rights, as to any of 
her own sons. What does the honorable Senator 
from South Carolina think of the noble meeting in 
Philadelphia a few nights ago, and of the patriots 
who composed it? Ave they our enemies? What 
does he think of the still more recent Democratic 
meeting in New York, at which resolutions were 
adopted which would have done no discredit to 
any city of the South, and which, with the excep- | 
tion of a single one, I am not afraid to say, I 
should have voted for most cordially? What has 
he to say of those letters which were read at the 
same meeting from the honorable Senators from 
New York and Michigan [Messrs. Dicxrnson and 
Cass]—letters which I predict will be received 
with enthusiastic delight, and awaken a lively feel- 
ing of gratitude and admiration throughout the 
whole South? Sir, 1 must insist that nothing can be 
more unjust and illiberal, than to say that ‘every 
portion of the North entertains views and feelings 
more or Jess hostile to the South.’’ Are they our 
foes who are constantly defending us and our 
vital interests against our real adversaries? Are 
they hostile who have risked their ail of popularity 
and influence for our protection, and in many in- 
stances have been driven from all public employ- | 
ment on account of their unswerving friendship 
for us? Is it generous, is it just, to insult them 
now, or those, who yet linger among us, awaiting, | 
perchance, a similar doom, with the language of 
complaint, of distrust, of censure? _Surely, sir, 
itis not generous, it is not just, and it is not even 
politic, for us to act this part. 1 see that the hon- 
orable Sena:or from South Carolina is present and 
desirous of explaining, and I give way to him with | 
pleasure. i 

Mr. BUTLER. I have not conferred with my 
colleague, nor do I know that I am altogether in 
possession of his views in relation to this subject, į 
but l shall anticipate him in replying to the re- 
marks of the Senator from Mississippi, and give 
to his views that interpretation that 1 think they 
are susceptible of. I did not understand my col- 
league to say that the Union could not be sustained 
with its present organization, with an established 
and fixed majority, or that the existing difficulties 
might not be patched up by compromises to a cer- 
tain limited extent; but I understood him to say 
distinctly—and such was the whole tenor of his 
speech—that if this Union was to be made perpet- 
nal, he wished to have in it two essential elements 
—harmony among its mem 
self-security in every part. 1 understood my col- 
league thus far to indicate his opinion; and, by 
way of summing up, he said, Restore harmony by | 
doing justice, by complying with the obligations | 
of the Consutution, by making provision on the | 
partof the North for the restoration of fugitive | 
slaves; and more, if you wished this Union to bel 
perpetual and a love of it to exist in the hearts of į 


bers, and a sense of | 


| not expect the honorable Senator to be here at all į 
| for many days; { thought that he was too much 
indisposed to be present; and believing that 1 || 


| the part of the South, upon demands that had never 


t 


the people ofthe South; if you wished her to have 


the security to her property which you professed, 
it would be:best for you, as it would be best for 
all, or at least a desirable thing, that some provis- 


ion. be made in the Constitution, by which ‘the | 


weaker party in the Union could have this sense 
of security, and by which it could be protected 
from the aggressions of a numerical majority. 
These are the views of my colleague, as I under- 
stood him, though I have never conferred. with 
him concerning them. _ E have chosen to reply to 


my friend from Mississippi without conferring | 


with my colleague, and as he is now present, | 
will leave to himself the reference which ] intended 
to have made, if he had not appeared in his seat, 
to the other comments on his speech by the Sena- 
tor from Mississippi. I have no doubt, in his 
explanation, he will make himself understood. 
He has always thought and spoke for himself 
with intrepidity, and requires no interpreter. 

Mr. CALHOUN, (in his seat.) Whatis the 
question before the Senate? Ils there any, sir? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There is no ques- 
tion pending. 

Mr. CALHOUN. I must really express my 
great regret that a member of this body, in my 
absence this morning, before the hour for the con- | 
sideration of this question, should have engaged | 
in commenting on my remarks in reference to the 
important question that is under discussion. I 
had not the advantage of hearing the remarks of | 
the Senator from Mississippi? Did he accuse me | 
of disunion? Did he mean to insinuate that? 

Mr. FOOTE. | regret that the honorable Sen- 
ator was not in his place. My only reason for 
referring to the matter at this time was, that I did 


should have no other opportunity for seasonably 
shielding myself from misjudgment, | determined 
to seize the present occasion for that purpose. 
Now, | will say to the honorable Senator from 
South Carolina that I had not the slightest inten- 
tion to impute to him designs hostile to the Union. 
I said that his motives were patriotic. 
find my remarks when reported in the morning to 
be somewhat in bad taste, simply because so ex- 
ceedingly encomiastic in relation to himself. All| 


that I said was, that his speech, addressed to us |; 
with the best intentions, did contain certain sen- |; 


tences which, if construed as I feared they would | 
be construed, would be regarded as insisting, on 


before been set up, and which might prove fatal 
to the Union, if not abandoned. in other words, 
J understood the view of the honorable Senator to 
be—and J know that other honorable Senators so 
understood him—that an amendment of the Con- 
stitution would be a sine qua non to à settlement of | 
existing difficulties; and 1 declared that, if the hon- | 
orable Senator designed to-be so understood, I | 
could not agree with him; that I had never been 
consulted in relation to this point, and that I be- | 


lieved the honorable Senator from South Carolina j| 


would find himself quite alone in regard to this 
requisition. 1 employed no uncivil or disrespect- 
ful Janguage towards that Senator. Every Sen- 
ator present well knows such to be the fact. l 


ventured to differ with him in opinion, as I had a || 


right to do. i took the liberty of stating my own | 


He will lj 


opinion, in opposition to his, as clearly and strong- | 
ly as Į could. This, I hope, was not impious, or | 
indecent, or unallowable. 


that I recognize no man, either here or elsewhere, 
as my leader. { menace no one, and I will sab- 


| other Senator. Sir;'I desire that my words shal 
go out and be received by the public as they: stand, 
and not as they may be-attempted to be explained 
here by any gentleman. eins 
“Mr. President, the Senator from Mississippi has 
unfortunately overlooked. the character of my res ` 
marks. What was the great object Ehad in-viéw? 
It was to ascertain the causé'of the disquiet which 
prevails ; and could I overlook that cause which is 
so obviously to be traced to the utter inability of 
| the southern States to defend themselves through 
Congress, upon this or any other subject, upon 
which the northern States choose to act? Could 
that be overlooked? It is the great and manifest 
cause. If we had the same power now that we 
| had formerly, we could defend ourselves here; but 
that fewer is gone. And it is the sense of weak- 
į ness that the South feels—it is the conviction that 
they cannot defend themselves here, that is the 
cause of the deep excitement which prevails. in that 
| section of the Union. Could I overlook that? And 
what was my summing up?” It was that, unless 
this question is finally and forever settled now, it 
is not probable that it will be settled at any future 
time, and that it never can be satisfactorily settled, 
unless the cause which has led to that disquiet, be 
removed. I said nothing about sine qua non; I did 
not allude to any sine qua non—that is an inference 
of the Senator from Mississippi, not to be deduced 
from any language that I used. mS 
But I will say, and isay it boldly—for Lam not 
afraid to say the truth on any quéstion—that, as 
things now stand, the southern States cannot with 
safety remain in the Union. When this question 
may be settled, when we shall come to a consti- 
tutional understanding, is a question of time; but, 
as things now stand, | appeal to the Senator from 


Mississippi, if he thinks that the South can remain 


in the Union upon terms of equality ? 

Mr. FOOTE. We cannot, unless the pending 
questions are settled; but in my opinion, these 
questions may be settled, and honorably. setued, 
within ten days’ time. i 

Mr. CALHOUN. Does the Senator think the 
South can remain in the Union upon terms of 
equality without a specific guarantee that she shal! 
enjoy her rights unmolested ? ; 

Mr. FOOTE. I think she may, without any 
previous amendment of the Constitution. Theres 
we disagree, : 

Mr, CALHOUN. Yes, there we disagree en- 
tirely; and there, I think, he disagrees with. our 
ancestors. I agree with-them. ‘They thought 
i liberty required guarantees; they thouglit that it — 
required protection; and so believe I. Mr. Pres- 
| ident, I will not dwell upon this. topic, which has 
been brought up in this irregular mann@, : 

The Senator from Mississipp: accuses me of 
another thing: that I condemned the whole North 
in the gross, as being hostile tothe South. What 
didi say? I stated that there were three divis- 


‘ions of sentiment in the North on the subject. 


The first, and it constitutes but a small portion, 
believe the institution of slavery to be immoral; 
a larger portion believe it to be criminal; and all 
believe it to be a blot upon our national eseutch- 
eon. What more did I say? I said that when- 
| ever it cime to a question, all parties would join 
in fighting against the South. 

| Mr. FOOTE, This passage in the Senator’s 
| Speech struck me as being too severe. I am very 
i glad to hear it explained. 

' Mr. CALHOUN. Every portion of the North 


Whilst | aspire to be |! entertains feelings more or Jess hostile to the South, 
the leader of no man, 1 wish it to be understood |; 


j! Mr. CALHOUN. More orless hostile. What. 


Mr. FOOTE. I cannot think so. 


| I mean is, that they declare that the institution is 


mit to no menace; I command no one, and I will * a blot upon our national escutcheon. Is that! not 
3 j p ; 


yield to no command, 2 
shall certainly exact it from all with whom I may 
bave intercourse. Gentlemen who venture bold- 


I practise courtesy, and | : 
i| ern man who will rise up 


| being more or less hostile? And is therea north- 
| and make a.declaration 
must express my deep 


uto the contrary? Sir, 


| have no right to presume unkindness merely on |; 


ly upon the arena of debate here must expect | regret that the Senator from Mississippi should 
sometimes to have their favorite positions ques- ‘| think proper to call on me in this irregular way, 
tioned, and their arguments responded to; and they || and at this early stage, for an explanation. If he 
differed from me there would .be a suitable occa- 
sion, in the course of the debate, to express his 
! sentiments. No, Mr.. President, we cannot dis- 
? Mr. CALHOUN. My friend from Mississippi | guise the fact that this feeling in the North exists; 
might have been saved from the necessity of | and unless there be a provision in the Constitution 
making these solemn protests that he has never || against that feeling, the two sections of this Union 
followed a leader, for 1 have never pretended to be i will never live in harmony. _ bee gh 
the leader of avy man. When I speak, | speak for || “Now, sir, as to the question of disunion. I 
myself—upon my individual responsibility—and || talk very little about whether I am a Union man 
not for the Senator from Mississippi, nor any |! or not; because I put no confidence in professiona. 


the ground, that their speeches are not permitted to 
go wholly unanswered. 
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Į leave it-to my-acts to.determine whether I am-a 
Union man or not. Sir, I challenge comparison with 
any man here—I challenge a comparison. by the 
Senator from Mississippi—l appeal to him if there 


is any.man who-has ever abstained more.carefully | 


from..what che believed to. be a. violation of the 

Constitution, or.who has ever.been more forward 

to arrest all infractions of the Constitution. -It is | 
in-vain for.a.man to say he loves the Union. if he. 
does not protect the Constitution; for that is the 

bond: that made the Union. If Iam judged by 

my acts, I trust. [-shall. be found.to be as firm a 
friend of the Union as any man within jt. Sir, 1 
do. not: know. that there are any points that 1 have- 
left unexplained; if my friend from Mississippi— 
for T will still call him my. friend—wishes for ex- 
planation upon any other point, I shall beglad to 
accommodate him. f 

Mr. FOOTE. -I certainly did not intend any un- 
kindness to, the Senator from South Carolina. . If 
he had noticed my manner, he would have found 
jt to be entirely otherwise than unkind; I may 
well say that heis one of the most valued friends 
that f have in ihe world. [toccurred to me, how- 
ever, that some explanation was necessary, and 
really, the Senator should, as { think, be inclined 
to acknowledge himself under special obligations 
to me. for giving him this early opportunity of ex- 
plaining. The Senator accuses me of charging 
him with being a disunionist. I am somewhat 
surprised that he should make this accusation... I 
have always maintained that he is one of the most 
devoted friends of the Union in this body. But 
when he says that the whole North is hostile to 
the system of. domestic slavery in the South, in 
my opinion he does great. injustice to the North. 

Sir, the Senator from South Carolina insinuates 
earnestly that my course toward him has been 
unfriendly, I am far from thinking so. I have 
differed with him in opinion merely; if this be 
evidence of enmity, am his enemy; not other- 
wise. Nothingeould more pain me than justly to 
forfeit by any act of mine the friendship and es- 
teem of the honorable Senator from South Caro- 
lina, upon which, for several years past, | have so 
much prided myself. 

Mr. CALHUUN. The Senator exhibits, I 
think, a little anxiety to misconstrue; at all events, 
he does not construe my remarks liberally. He 
calls my attention to a meeting in New York, at 
which, he says, sentiments were expressed that 
were favorable to the South. It is true there 
were many sentiments expressed there that I ap- 
prove of, but Lam not to be deceived by them; 
that meeting was for depriving us of all our rights 
in California. I like to attend to things, and not 


to the ngmes by which they are called. Sir, I 


should be most happy to think that we should | 


have the vote of the Senators from New York, and 
of other Senators of the North, in favor of pre- 
serving our rights in California. But there are 
two modes of treating the subject; one is by 
speaking, and the other by acting—of the two, the 
latter is the mast effective. I had hoped that this 
discussion would go on regularly, and I hope it 
will hereafter; and if any Senator, in the course 
of his remarks, chooses to comment upon what I 
have said, I trust I shall have health enough to 
defend my own position, 
Here the conversation was dropped. 


ADMISSION OF CALIFORNIA. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
special order, being the message of the President 
of the United States transmitting the constitution 
of the State of California, 

Mr. HAMLIN, who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the Senate for upward of two hours 
de [His speech will be found in the Appen- 
ix. 

Mr. SEWARD next obtained the floor. 

„Mr. DOUGLAS. If it will make no material 
difference to the Senator from New York, I should 
be glad to anticipate him in this debate. There 
are certain reasons why I desire to doso. I will 
say to the honorable Senator, that unless I speak 
within a few days I may not have an opportunity 
to do so. 

Mr. SEWARD. It would give me great pleas- 
ure to yield the floor to the Senator from Minois, 
but I have already given way several times. I 
will yield the floor, however, hoping that the gen- 


pony I have shown may meet with a kind re- 
TR. i 


- Mr. DOUGLAS. 

kindness. I will only: say-that. 1 desire to post- 
pone the further consideration of this subject to 
the earliest: day. when it will not interfere with 
other business. I therefore move that it be post- 
poned-until Friday next. -1-do not know. that] 
should have named that day unless. I-had under- 
stood that the honorable Senator.from New York 
would succeed me. `- . f 

Mr. TURNEY. I shall consent to. no agree- 
ment which may be made between Senators, but 1 
shall claim the floor to offer some remarks.on this 
question, whenever I can obtain it. 

Mr. Dovexas’s motion to postpone the further 
consideration of this subject to Friday next was 
then agreed to, and Mr. Sewarp, it was under- 
stood, would address the Senate on Thursday 
next. 


RECIPROCITY WITH GREAT BRITAIN. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the President of the 
United States, enclosing a. correspondence be- 
tween the British Minister and the Secretary of 
State, being the same as that published in the 
House proceedings of this date. 

Mr. BADGER. I move that the message and 
documents accompanying it, be laid upon the table 
| and printed. 
| Mr. KING. I presume they were sent here 
| with a view to some action. 

Mr. DAWSON. Were they not called for by 
a resolution? 

Mr. KING. Oh, no. 
a call of the Senate, is it? 

Severau Senators. No, certainly not. 

Mr. KiNG. Then it must have been sent here 
with the expectation of some legitimate action. 

Mr. BERRIEN, (in his seat.) No doubt of it. 

Mr. KING. Then it would be only respectful 
to refer the matter to some committee, in order that | 
the committee may report to us whether any such 
action is necessary or not. 

Mr. BADGER. There is no necessity for re- 
ferring it now, I presume. 

Mr. BERRIEN. 1 think it had better be re- 
ferred, 

Mr. KING. I move to refer the message and 
accompanying documents to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. 1 wish to divide that 
motion. It seems to me that the first letter, in ref- 
erence to the existing tariff, might go to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce; but the second letter, which 
relates to the duties on tron, it appears to me, 
should go to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
or perhaps to the Committee on Finance. I under- 
stand that both letters have been sent here because 
they have been presented to the State Department | 
by the British minister, calling the attention of the 
Government to our probable action in reference to 
British interests. As these letters refer to two; 
distinct classes of interests, 1 think it would be 
proper to divide the reference. I wish here to 
remark, that the whole proceeding strikes me as 
something new. 

But, if the British Minister can be tolerated to 
make suggestions as to the passage of laws which 
may affect the feelings and interests of the English 
people, I hope the committee will be kind enough 
| to direct their attention to some mode of suggest- 
ing a modification of the British tartff, especially 
in relation to the article of tobacco, and one or two | 
other articles, on which the British duties are 
enormously high. Sir, if some arrangement could | 
be made by which they would reciprocate this 
feeling, if some arrangement could be made that: 
would terminate in the mutual advantage of the 
producers of both countries, it would be to me a 
| source of great gratification. 
of these letters be referred to the Committee of | 
Ways and Means, and the second to the Commit- | 
tee on Commerce. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. The first mo- 
tion seems to me to be the correct one, to lay the ; 
message on the table; not with a view that it | 
should remain there, but that we should have an! 
opportunity of reading and looking into the docu- | 
ment, which is one a little extraordinary in its 
character. It certainly embraces two subjects, 
both of considerable consequence, and the proper | 
| disposition of them may be as suggested by the | 
honorable Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Unper- jj 
woop;] but at all events, the most appropriate J 


This is not an answer to 


F th nk the. Senator for his |" 


I move that the first |; 


course would be to lay it-on the table for the pres- 
ent, and have it printed, so as to give usan oppor- 


| tunity of looking at it. 


On motion of Mr. BADGER, the message was 
then laid on the table, and the motion to print re- 
ferred to the Committee on Printing: `. 

Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, reported in favor of printing the documents, 
and the report was concurred in. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WEDNESDAY, March 6, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday wasread and approved. 
DELAWARE BAY. 
Mr. HAY asked the unanimous consent of the 
House to introduce the following resolution, which 


was read for information *™ 

- Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of providing a breakwater at 
Crow?s Shoal, in Delaware Bay, near Cape May, New Jer- 
sey; and that they report to this House by bill or otherwise. 


No objection having beén made, the resolution 
was introduced and adopted. 

. TEXAN NAVY. 

Mr. HOWARD asked that a memorial here- 
tofore presented by him from the officers of the 
Texan Navy, and which had been referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, be withdrawn from that 
committee, and be referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. It was so ordered. 


TENNESSEE. 


Mr. THOMAS, by unanimous consent, pre- 
sented certain joint resolutions of the Legislature 
of Tennessee, in favor of an Agricultural Bureau, 
which were referred to the Committee on Agricul- 
ture, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a joint resolution of the Legislature of 
that State, relative to the Constitution and the 
Union; which was ordered to lie on the table and 
be printed. 

Mr. BURT called for the regular order of busi- 
ness. 

The SPEAKER announced the regular order 
of business to be the call of the committees for re- 
ports, commencing—where the call was last sus- 
pended—wwith the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Mr. SCHERMERHORN asked the unanimous 
consent of the- House to introduce a bill, of which 
(he said) previous notice had been given, “ pro- 
viding for the publication of the laws of the United 
States.” 

Leave having been granted, the bill was intro- 
duced, read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 


ALBEMARLE SOUND. 


Mr. OUTLAW asked and obtained the unani- 
mous consent of the House to introduce the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was read for informa- 
lion: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of opening a communica- 
| lion between the waters of the Albemarle Sound and the 


Atlantic Ocean, at or near to Old Roanoke Inlet, and that 
they have eave to report by bill or otherwise. 


Leave having been granted, the resolution was 
| introduced and adopted. 

Mr. BURT insisted on the regular order of 
business. i 

Mr. McLANAHAN asked the unanimous con- 
sent of. the House to present the memorial of the 
Senate of the State of Pennsylvania, the purport 
of which he did not state. 

Objected to. 

On motion by Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, 
the Committee on Naval Affairs was discharged 
| from the further consideration of the memorial of 
| Thomas M. Newell, and it was referred to the 
| Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. McQUEEN, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Thomas 
Dennis, which being read a first and second time 
by its title, 

Mr. McQUEEN asked that the bill be read 
through with a view to its passage. 

The bill was so read. 

Mr. P. KUNG moved that the bill be referred to 
the Committee of the whole House, and made the 
order of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. McQUEEN made some remarks touching 
the peculiar merits of the case, and expressed the 
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hope that the bill would be passed without the re- 


ference proposed, : 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, said this was a 
case of peculiar hardship; that the man had lost 
both his arms in the service of his country; and 
that he could not help himself even to a drink of 
water, 

Mr. CONGER made some remarks in favor of 
referring the bill as proposed by the gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. Kine,] and of letting it take 
its regular place on the calendar with the other | 
meritorious cases to be found there. 

Mr. STANLY expressed himself in favor of 
the immediate passage of the bill, and moved the 
previous question. 

_Mr. VAN DYKE inquired whether the rules 
did not require the reference of the bill, as it in- 
volved an appropriation of money ? 

The SPEAKER was understood to say that it 
did not. i 

The question was then put; and there was a 
second to the previous question; and the main 
question was ordered to be put. 

The question now being, ‘Shali the bill be re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole,” it was put 
and decided in the negative, 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading; and, being engrossed, 

Mr. McMULLEN objected to its being read the 
third time to-day; and 

The question was put to the House, whether 
the bill should receive its third reading to-day, and 
decided in the affirmative. 

The bill was then read the third time and passed. 

Mr. CROWELL moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed, and moved to lay 
that motion on the table. 

The question was put and the motion was laid 
on the table. 

On motion by Mr. CROWELL, leave was 
granted to withdraw from the files the petition and 
papers of John Kendrick. 

Mr. FREEDLEY asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to introduce a resolution. 

Objection was made. 


Mr. McCLERNAND, from the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, reported the following bills which 
were severally read the first and second times by 
their titles, referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House, and, with the reports accompanying, or- 
dered to be printed, viz: 

A bill for the relief Thomas Rider; and 

A bill for the relief of Henry La Reintree. - 

Mr. McCLERNAND, also, from the same com- 
mittee, made an adverse report on the petition of 
Henry La Reintree, asking for additional compen- 
sation for his services as a translator of the Span- 
ish language; which report was ordered to lie on 
the table and be printed. 

Mr. FITCH, from the Committee on Territo- 
ries, reported a bill to make further appropriation 
for the public buildings in the Territories of Min- 
nesota and Oregon; which was read twice by its | 
title, referred to the Committee of the W hole on the 


stale of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WALLACE, from the Committee on | 
Revolutionary Pensions, made adverse reports in | 
the following cases; which were ordered to lie on 
the table and be printed, viz: 

The petition of the heirs of Peter and Winni- 
fred Ashby; 

The petition of Rosa Clark; | 

The petition of the heirs of James Broadus; 

The petition of Margaret Williams; 

The petition of the heirs of Roseman Porter, the 
widow of John Brady; and j 

The petition of Sarah Knight. as 

Mr. WALLACE also, from the same commit- | 
tee, reported a bill for the relief of Eleanor Da- i 
vidson; which was read twice by its title, referred | 
to the Committee of the Whole House, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. EVANS, of Ohio, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, madé an adverse report | 
on the petition of Catharine Michael; which was 
ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 
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On motion by Mr. TUCK, it was 

Ordered, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be discharged from the further consideration of the petition 
of Caleb Dustin, praying for the redemption of Continental 
scrip, and that it be laid upon the table. 

Mr. FREEDLEY, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, reported. the following 
bills, which were severally read twice by their 
titles, referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House, and, with the reports acompanying, or- 
dered to be printed, viz: 

A bill granting a pension to Sarah A. Bush; 
and 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Lieut. Col. 
Henry Miller, deceased. 

PENSIONS. . 


Mr. FREEDLEY, from the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Pensions, reported a joint resolution 
giving construction to the act of February, 1849, 
granting five years’ half pay to certain widows and 
orphans. 

The bill having been read twice by its title, Mr. 
FREEDLEY, remarking that its object was 
merely to give aconstruction to a former law, asked 
that it might be put upon its third reading. 

The bill having been read through, 

Mr. JONES said, that the joint resolution 
which had just been read, was right and proper, 
as far as it went—that it met his corrdial appro- 
bation, and should have his support But it did 
not go far enough. By the provisions of the act, 
approved July 21, 1848, pensions were authorized 
to be granted to all widuws and orphans of offi- 
cers, non-commissioned officers, musicians, and 
privates, whether of the regular army or of vol- 
unteers, who have died since the first day of 
April, 1846, or may die during the war with 
Mexico, from wounds received, or from disease 
contracted, while in the line of duty; provided 
said death has occurred, or may hereafter occur, 
while said officers, non-commissioned officers, 
musicians, or privates, were in the service of the | 
United States, and in the line of duty; or while 
returning to their usual places of residence in the 
United States, after having received a discharge, 
upon a surgeon’s certificate, for disability in- 
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their return to their usual. places of residence, of 
wounds received, or from disease contracted, 
while in the line of duty.” By the provisions of 
this act, it was manifestly intended to effect two 
objects—First, to secure the pension to all widows 
and orphans whose husbands and fathers remained 
in the Service to the date of their death, without 
regard to the cause of such death. A different 
construction, however, has been given to this act 
by the proper officers of the Government—doubt- 
less from the best of motives—and under that con- 
struction, the applicants for pensions, under the 
two acts, are still required, to prove that the hus- 


| band or father—under whose name they apply— 
| actually died of wounds received, or from disease 


contracted, while in the line of his duty. Sec- 
ondly, to extend the benefits of the act of the 
26th July; 1848, to all widows and orphans of ofii- 
cers and soldiers, ‘“ who, having received an hon- 
orable discharge, and who have died since their re- 
turn to their usual places of residence, of wounds 
received or from disease contracted, while in the line 
of duty.” This is a new class of cases, never be- 
fore provided for, but as much entitled to the aid 
of the Government, as those whose husbands and 
fathers died after being discharged, but before reach- 
ing home. No difficulty has occurred with regard 
to this latter class of cases, where the husband or 
father died before February 22d, 1849—the date of 
the approval of the law. But under the law, as it 
now stands, and the construction given to it at the 
Pension Office, no widow or orphan.can obtain the 
pension contemplated by these laws, whose hus- 
band or father has died since that date. The law, 
perhaps, rigidly construed, may bear such a con- 
struction—indeed, it may be the true one. But if 
so, it was clearly an oversight in the person who 
draughted the law, as also in those who passed it. 
Congress could never have intended to pass a law 
granting pensions to the widows and orphans of 
soldiers who died before the 22d February, 1849, 
and to exclude those of soldiers who had been en- 
gaged in the same service, and who died from simi- 
lar causes, but who happened to linger upon Jife’s 
shore twenty-four or forty-eight hours longer, and 
then died the day after the passage of the act. . 


curred, from wounds received, or disease con- 
tracted, while in the line of duty, or while on their 
march to join the army in Mexico. These were 
the provisions of the act of July 21, 1848; and, 
when a widow or orphan applied for a pension 
under it, in consequence of the husband or father 
having died in the service of the country, notwith- 
standing the fact might be borne upon the rolls, 
that he had actually died in a foreign land, and in 
the service of his country, it was not tonclusive of 
the right of his widow or orphans to the benefits 
of the act; but, under the rules and regulations of 
the department, the applicant was required to 
prove, by a commissioned officer, that the de- 
ceased husband or father, actually died from 
wounds received, or from disease contracted, while 
in the service of the United States, and in the line 
of hisduty. This was clearly the meaning and in- | 
tention of the law; in other words, these rulesand 
regulations were in accordance with its express | 
provisions. But from the death of many of the į 
officers, and the removal of others, it was ex- | 
tremely difficult—not to say impossible—in many 
cases, for the destitute and helpless widows, and, 
the still more helpless orphans, to comply with | 
such rules and regulations, and amounted, not un- 
frequently, toa total deprivation of the very in- |, 
adequate relief, intented, by the provisions of the || 
law, to be extended to this most needy and mer- 
itorious class of claimants upon the justice of the 
Government, for the irreparable loss which they 
have sustained, in the death of him to whom 
alone they looked for protection and support. 
The act of February 22, 1849, provides that the 
act of July 21, 1848, shall be so construed as to 
embrace “all widows and orphans of officers, í 
non-commissioned officers, musicians and pri- 
vates, whether of the regular army or of volunteers, 
who have received an honorable discharge, or who 
remained, to the date of their death, in the military 
service of the United States, and who have died since 


Now, sir, the joint resolution under considera- 
tion, will correct the misconstruction or omission 
of the law in the first class of cases to which I 
have referred, by extending the benefits of the 
laws to all widows and orphans whose husbands 
or fathers remained to the date of their death in the 
military service of the United States, without re- 
gard to the cause of death. 

The other object which I desire shall be effected 
by this joint resolution, is, by an amendment, to 
provide that the widows and orphans of all ofi- 
cers, non-commissioned officers, musicians, and 
privates, who, having been honorably discharged, 
have since died, or who may hereafter die, of 
wounds received, or from disease contracted, while 
in the service, as well those who die after the pas- 
sage of the act of February 22, 1849, as those who 
died before the date of the passage of that act. 

There is another class of cases, equally merito- 


| rious as those already provided for, and which I 


desire to see the benefits of the peusion laws ex- 
tended to. Tallude to the widows and orphans of 


| such volunteer officers who resigned in. conse- 


quence of disability to perform military duty; and 
who have sitice died, or who shall hereafter die, of 


| wounds received, or from disease contracted, while 


in the military service of the United States during 
the war with Mexico. This should certainly be 
done. In order to effect. the objects desired, I 
will move to recommit the resolution to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions, in the hope, 
and as I believe, the committee will so modify and 
amend it, as to extend the benefits of the pension 
laws to the several classes of widows and orphans 
to whom I have referred. I hope the recommit- 


| ment will be ordered, with this understanding. 


Mr. FREEDLEY said, I have asked that this 
joint resolution be put upon its passage. It does 
‘not enact. any new law. It only gives to a law 
heretofore passed that construction which it js 


the unanimous opinion of the committee was the 
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of such death. 
intention of-the act referred to; but the commis- 
sioner of pensions and the proper department have 
given to that act a different construction; they 
now require thè widow, whose husband died in 
service in Mexico, to prove that he died of wounds 
received, or of disease contracted, while in ihe line 
of his duty. This, in most instances, amounts to 
a denial of the pension. "The company. officers 
who commanded in Mexico, are many of them 
now dead—many on the frontiers in distant places, 
and many in places unknown. How, then, are 
these poor widows to be expected to furnish this 
proof? They have lost their husbands. They 
have died while in the service of their county, and 
shall these widows be now told that they must 
show by the proof of the proper officer, that the 
death was not occasioned by imprudence or excess, 
But by disease contracted while in the line of duty? 
We all know that, in a majority of cases of deaths 
among our soldiery in Mexico, such deaths were 
indaced by some imprudence on the part of the 
soldier; and shall the widow and orphan of the 
soldier, whose bones now whiten the fields of 
Mexico, be deprived of the bounty of government, 
because the husband and father has indulged in 
habits, which raay be said to be incident to the 
camp? This was not the intention of Congress. 
It is contrary to the plain reading and clear inten- 
tion of the act of 224 February, 1849. That act 
was intended to give a pension to the widow and 
orphans in all cases where the husband and father 
remained in the service, to the date of his death, 
without regard to what may have been the direct 
or remote cause of that death. {tis sufficient to 
know that he died in the service of his county. 
The object of this resolution is only to declare, in 
words which cannot be misconstrued or misunder- 
stood, that which the committee believe to be now 
the law. I will send to the desk, and ask to be 
read, the act of 22d February, 1849, in connection 
with the resolution now proposed to be passed, and 
think it will clearly appear that the latter but de- 
elares the law as the former intended it—(Clerk 
reads said act in connection with the resolution 
reported.) 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, offered the following 
amendment: 

Provided, That the act shall be so construed as to extend 
to the widows and orphans of officers, non-commissioned 
olicers, musicians, and privates of the war of 1812, aud the 
Creek and Florida Tudign wars. 


Mr. C. desired to have the resolution so amend- 


soldiers who had died in the war of 1812, and 
in the Florida campaign. He thought the same 
measure of justice was due to the widows and 
orphans of those who had rendered valuable ser- 


vices in these earlier wars, as was claimed for | 
those of the soldiers who died in the Mexican war. | 
He did not desire to disparage the services of those |! 


who were engaged in the Mexican war. He had 
submitted anamendment to the committee, which 
was yet under consideration, but he thought it 
might be ingrafted on this resolution. 

Mr. HARALSON said he was notapprised that 
the class of soldiers proposed to be included by the 
gentieman from Alabama, namely, the soldiers 
who had died in the war of 1812, was not em- 
braced in the resolution. 


Mr. COBB replied in the negative. The resolu- | 
tion applied only to that portion which had died ; 


of disease. 


Mr. HARALSON hoped the law would be | 


read. 


Mr. SACKETT thought the resolution would 


not operate fairly, when it provided for the 
widow of a soldier who died, while in service, of 
disease contracted before he went into the service. 
For instance, he would take the cases of two in- 
dividuals who had enlisted at the same time. One 
of these dies, while in service, of a disease con- 
tracted before he entered the service, and sis 
widow and orp:ans obtained a pension. The 


other, who has received an honorable discharge, | 


and has carried his disease out of the service 
with him, dies after such discharge, and his widow 
and orphans are refused a pension. He saw no 
sufficient reason for the discrimination by which 


i He had no serious objection to the resolution, but 


the soldier who. had been -honorably discharged, 
and who. died of the disease which he had pre- 
viously contracted, should not be put on the same 
footing with the soldier who had died in the service. 


he thought this discrimination ought not be per- 
mitted to exist. 


Mr. VINTON advocated the committal of the 
resolution to the Committee of the Whole on the 


i| Treasury by the operation of laws, which, at their 


i |í died of wounds contracted in the service, 
ed as to include the widows and orphans of the j 


| was refused; and when he asked for the ground 


| time of service, was insnflicient. 


' for the remuneration of persons in office, while the 


| were coming here and vainly asserting their claims. 


state of the Union, in order that it might be better 
understood before it was pressed to. its passage. 
As he understood the law, if a soldier, receiving a 
wound while in the line of duty, which resuited 
in death, during his continuance in service, his 
widow.and orphans were entitled to a pension. It 
was proposed to change this law, so as to entitle 
the widow to a pension, if the soldier died of dis- 
ease while in service, whether the injury or dis- 
ease was contracted during such service or not. 

“He referred to the numerous claims which had 
| poured into the Pension Office during the past year; 
i and to the fact that the Commissioner of Pensions 
‘had, within a few days, submitted to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means ar estimate showing that | 
about half a million of dollars would be required 
to meet the deficiencies of the year. He had felt 
considerable astonishment at the extent of this 
deficiency, and had put an inquiry to the Com- 
missioner as to the cause. The answer of the 
Commissioner was, that the extraordinary dis- 
bursements of the office were rendered necessary 
by the laws which had been passed relative to 
the Mexican war. 

If the resolution, as he understood it, should 
pass in its present form, its tendency appeared to 
him to be, to bring under the operation of the 
pension laws, the widow of any soldier who may 
have died, whether in service or not. He thought | 
it would be better to refer the resolution to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. Very great drains had been made on the 


passage, were but imperfectly understood. 

Mr. McLEAN, of Kentucky, spoke in opposi- 
tion to the suggestion of the gendeman from Ohio, 
to refer the resolution to the Committee of the 
Whole. A wotion had been previously made to | 
recommit it to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
If the resolution was sent to the Committee of 
the Whole, there would be an end of it. Such a 
course could only lead to the postponement and 
the ultimate defeat of the measure. Fle should, 
therefore, oppose the suggestion. 

The act which is now in force relative to the 
widows and orphans of. soldiers who have died in 
the Mexican war, provides that a pension shall 
; be given to the widows and orphans of those who 
A res- 
‘ olution was afterward passed, in consequence of 
the difficulty of producing the testimony, under 
the construction of the Commissioner of Pensions, 
requiring the Commissioner to regard the testimony 
| of the officer under whom the soldier had served, 
as sufficient to authorize the granting of the pension. 
This explanatory resolution, however, had not had 
the effect of removing the difficulty. 

He referred to the third application he had him- 
self recently made for a pension for the widow of 
a soldier who had died at Perote. The application 


of the refusal, he was answered that the evidence 
of the fact, that the soldier died of disease in the 
He then pointed 
the Commissioner to the law, which had relaxed 
the rigorous character of the testimony which was 
necessary. But the application was rejected. Yet, 
with such facts as these before us, we are asked to 
refer this explanatory resolution, which is neces- 
sary for the ends of justice, to the Committee of | 
the Whole, where the resolution will die, and | 
these meritorious claims be defeated. 

He hoped that the resolution would be recom- 
mitted to the Committee on Nava! Affairs, and that | 
it would soon be reported back in a shape which | 
! would carry it through. He did not wish this 
subject postponed and lost sight of. He desired 
to see justice done to the widows and orphans 
of those who had rendered valuable services to 
the country. He was not disposed to sit here, and 
see the public money extravagantly appropriated 


widow and the orphan of the Mexican soldier, 


in, so that they were just. , {f they ran up to five 
or ten millions, he was willing to vote the money, 
and do justice. “The gentleman. from Ohio had re- 


j:marked, that the pension might be given to the wi- 


dows and orphans of those who had died of disease 
contracted before the war. He did not so under- ` 
gtand-the resolution. No man was received into 
the army until he had been examined and reported 
by the surgeon as in good health. If a man en- 
tered the service in good health, and subsequently 
died in consequence of disease contracted, or 
wounds received, while in service, there ought to 
be no doubt that the widow or orphans of such 
soldier should be entitled to a pension: 

He trusted that this resolution would not be re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole. Such a 
reference would be merely a postponement of an 


| act of justice, and a violation of those principles 


by which all legislation should be governed. 

Mr. BROOKS rose, he said, to a privileged 
question. He moved that the House proceed to 
the consideration of business on the Speaker’s 
table, and to the order of. the day. 

Mr. ASHMUN inquired of the Speaker what 
was the first business in order on the Speaker’s 
table ? 

The SPEAKER said the business first in order, 
would be the motion of the gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. Brooxs,] to refer the President’s mes- 
sage, received yesterday, a portion to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce, and a portion to the Committee 
on Manufactures. 

Mr. ASHMUN said the subject was an import- 
ant one; and hoped the House would proceed to 
its consideration. 


APPROPRIATION BILLS, 


Mr. BAYLY said he hoped that the House 
would not proceed to the consideration of the busi- 
ness on the Speaker’s table, until the committees 
had been called through, &e. There were a num- 
ber of appropriation bills which he was anxious to 
report. 

The SPEAKER said remarks were out of order. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Broogs, and, by ayes 63, noes 69, it was re- 
jected. 

So the House refused to proceed to the consider- 
ation of business on the Speaker’s table. 


PENSIONS. 


The House resumed the consideration of the bill 
reported by Mr. FREEDLEY. 

Mr. GORMAN admitted that the resolution 
might be subject to the objection of the gentleman 
from Ohio. But he wasof opinion, notwithstand- 
ing, that the resolution ought to be passed. If a 
soldier die of any disease which was contracted 
while in service, it is unquestionably the duty of 
the Government to provide for the widow and the 
orphan. It is necessary that we shall have an 
army to carry on the necessary operations in time 
of war. Should any soldier of that army contract 
a disease, in the line of his duty, and die from 
the effects of that disease, it is the duty of the 
Government to make provision for his widow or 
orphan. The gentleman from Ohio seemed to have 
some doubts on this point. Ele would repeat, how- 
ever, that if the soldier contract a disease in the 
service, and die in consequence of that disease, his 
widow or orphan would be entitled to a pension. 

Mr. VINTON disclaimed any determination to 
vote against this resolution. ` He was desirous to 


: have it referred to the Committee of the Whole on 


the State of the Union, with a view to a better un- 
derstanding from a closer examination of the sub- 
ect. 

Mr. GORMAN expressed his gratification at 
this explanation. He was satisfied with it. The 
Commissioner of Pensions had decided that it was 
necessary that proof should be adduced to show 
that the soldier had died of disease contracted, or 
wounds which had been received, while in the line 
of duty. This was proper enough. But the 


: Commissioner of Pensions had decided that the 


case of a soldier reported by the medical staff, who 
had died of the delirium tremens, died of a disease 
which was not contracted in the line of duty, and 
that his widow was not entitled to a pension. 
There was also the case of a soldier, who, 


ii ated; and when the widow applied for a pension, 


He did not care to what extent these claims come || it was refused on the ground that the injury was 


1850. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


not received by the deceased while in the line of 
his duty. 

Thus it appears to have been decided by the 
Commissioner, that a soldier, who died in conse- 
quence of intoxication, dies of a disease not con- 
tracted in the line of his duty. Now, this ap- 
peared to him to be improper, calling to mind that 
Intoxication is one of those habits which not un- 
frequently are connected with the life of a soldier; 
and he was of opinion that ina case where death 
ensued from intoxication, the widow or orphan 
ought to be entitled to a pension 

Bat there was still another disease to which sol- 
diers were liable. The surgeon makes his report of 
the case, and the Commissioner of Pensions, with 
that peculiar vigilance for the public interest for 
which he is celebrated, decides that the widow or 
orphan of the man who has died with this com- | 
plaint, is not entitled toa pension, because he died i| 
of a disease not contracted in the line of duty. | 

There was yet another case, in which an old | 
wound which had been received by an individual 
accidentally, and while living at home, had es- 
caped the notice of the surgeon when the man was 
enlisted. Owing to the subsequent fatigues and |} 
dangers to which he was subjected, the man’s 
wound become worse, and continued to grow 
worse, until he become disabled, and finally died. | 
In this case, also, the Commissioner had decided | 
that the disease was not contracted in the line of 
duty, and it was declared that the widow or orphan 
of the defunct was not entitled to a pension. 

He thought the resolution ought to be so amend- 
ed as to meet the views of the gentleman from | 
Tennessee. He thought that when a soldier re- | 
turned to his home debilitated, emaciated under 
the influence of that cruel disease, common to the | 
climate of Mexico, the diarrhea; and after lin- 
gering in agony and helplessness until death had 
released him fror his agony, his widow or orphan 
ought not to be precluded from the benefit of the 
pension law, on the ground that the disease of. 
which he died, was not a disease contracted in the 
line of his duty. 

Mr. HAYMOND made some explanations 
which were not audible to the reporter. 

Mr. GORMAN said he was glad to know that 
the Commissioner of Pensions had at length come | 
to a proper decision. He hoped that, as the Com- ; 
missioner had changed his decision in the case | 
last mentioned, he had come to this change in con- | 
sequence of a revolution, in his opinion, concern- ji 
ing the character of the testimony, which was ne- 
cessary to establish a ciim. He understood that 
the Commissioner had made it his invariable prac- 
tice to demand proof, that the disease of which a 
soldier died, was contracted while i the line of 
his duty, and that in the absence of such proof, 
his decision was uniformly that the disease was 

“not contracted in the line of duty. The Com- | 
missioner refused to take the report of the sur- 
geon, as testimony, and required the testimony 
of an officer. 

He hoped the resolution would not be referred 
to the Committee of the Whole. That would be 
to consign it to the tomb of the Capulets. We 
shall have negroes for breakfast, negroes forlunch, 
negroes for dinner, negroes for supper, to the det- 
riment of all that class of righteous claims, on 
which the existence of so many widows and 
orphans depend. , : 

Mr. BAYLY moved the previous question. 

Mr. VINTON inquired of the Speaker what 
the effect of the previous question, if sustained, 
would be? 2 

The SPEAKER. The effect of the previous 
question, if sustained, will be—first, to bring the 
House to a vote on the reference to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. Secondly, ; 
on the motion of the gentleman from Tennessee, 
[Mr. Jones,] to recommit the bill to the Com- | 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions. Thirdly, on | 
the amendment of the gentleman from Alabama, 
{Mr. Coss;] and then on the engrossment of the | 
bill. . 

Mr. EVANS, of Ohio, asked Mr. Barty to 
withdraw his demand for the previous question. 

Mr. BAYLY said he would be glad to gratify 
the gentleman, but there were many bills to be 
reported from the committees, and he must there- |! 

re decline. 

(Ohne SPEAKER. The question is not debatable. 

The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question was ordered. The motion 


i 


j 
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to refer to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, was rejected, by yeas 67, noes 
79... And the bill was. then recommitted. to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 
On motion by Mr. HARALSON, it was 
Ordered, That the petition and papers of William Hardin 


the Committee on Claims. 

On motion by Mr. SAWTELLE, the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims was discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of 


mittee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Mr. WALDO, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions, made adverse reports on the 
following cases, which were severally ordered to 
lie on the table and be printed, viz: 


Edward Moody, deceased, and of Mary Eldridge, 
the widow of Weber Eldridge; and 

The petition of the children of Lemuel Cleft. 

Mr. WALDO also, from the same committee, 
reported a bill granting a pension to Mary Pike, 
the widow of Ezra Pike, which was read twice by 
its title, referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House, and made the order of the day for to-mor- 
row, and, with the report accompanying, ordered 
to be printed. 

BOUNTY LANDS. 

Mr.WALDO also, from the same committee—to 
which was referred the petition of Thomas Mce- 
Quaide and forty-six others; D. K. Morehead and 
thirty-one others; William McQuaide and eighty- 
six others; John Hill and thirty-one others; Sam- 
uel Cooper and sixty-nine others; John Shukler 
and -eighty-three others; Thompson Adams and 


| bill granting bounty land to certain officers and 
soldiers who served in the last war with Great 
Britain, which was read twice by its title; when 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and, with the report, be printed. 

Mr. BOWLIN said that there were some thirty 
or forty petitions on the subject of bounty land 
before the Committee on Public Lands; and also 
a bill making provision for such bounty, which 
were now under discussion. 


Public Lands. 


Whole on the state of the Union being first in 
order, the question was put and carried in the 
affirmative. 

Mr. KING called for the orders of the day. 

In reply to a question by Mr. Kive— 

The SPEAKER said, the Chair will state, in 
regard to the expiration of the morning hour, that, 
under the former practice of the House, when the 
morning hour had expired, the fact was announced, 


sideration of business on the Speaker’s table. 
That practice has been modified very properly 
during the last Congress, so as to conform to the 
rules of the House. That after the expiration of 


i the morning hour, it shall be in order to move to 


“ proceed to dispose of the consideration of busi- 
ness on the Speaker’s table and to the orders of 
the day.” Such is the langage of the rule. That 


continue in the business appropriated to the morn- 
ing hour, or whether it will proceed to the busi- 
ness on the Speaker’s table, and to the orders of 
the day. 

Mr. STANLY. Is it in order now to move to 
go into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union? 

The SPEAKER, It is. 

Mr. STANLY. I make the motion. 

The motion, by ayes 69, noes 53, was agreed to. 

CALIFORNIA. 


eration of the special message of the President in 
relation to California, and the bill by Mr. Dory, 
roviding for her admission into the Union. 

Mr. FEATHERSTON was entitled to the floor, 
and addressed the committee during the hour, (in 
remarks which will be found in the Appendix.) 
| Mr. F. having concluded, the Chairman gave 
i the floor to— 


be withdrawn from the files of the Hou-e, and referred to | 


Alice Markland, and it was referred to the Com- | 


The petition of Fanny Moody, the widow of | 


one hundred and twenty-eight others—reported a | 


Mr. W. moved that it be referred to the Com- | 


e He moved, there- | 
fore, that the bill be referred to the Committee on Í 


The motion to refer to the Committee of the || 


and the House immediately proceeded to the con- | 


motion is at all times in order after the morning | 
hour has expired, and it is for the House to de- | 
cide, when the motion is made, whether it will 


So the House again resolved itself into Com- | 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, | 
(Mr. Boyp in the Chair,) and resumed the consid- | 


Mr. STANLY, who. addressed the committee 
during thë hour on the slave ‘question, replying to 
some gentlenien who ‘had preceded-him, speaking 
in favor of the admission of California, and urging 
| the imperative duty and necessity of the‘presetva~ 
tion of the Union. [His speech willbe found in 
the Appendix.] et 

In the course of his remarks, Mr. S. yielded.for 
explanation or inquiry, to-several gentlemen.” A 
more formal interruption, however, took place in 
one portion of the speech, which suspended its de- 
livery for some twelve or fourteen. minutes, and 
which had its origin and end. in the following 
manner: : 

Mr. STANLY adverting incidentally to the 
course of Mr. Hiruary, said, He hoped; in the 
course of his remarks, to say a word to bis friend 
from Alabama, [Mr. Hiutiarp,] who preached 
resistance. 

Mr. HILLIARD (in his seat) remarked, he 
hoped to answer the gentleman, 

Mr. STANLY. I hope the gentleman will not 
again pervert and desecrate the Scriptures, by 
quoting them for the purpose of urging civil war, 
and encouraging the citizens of the United States 
to shed each other’s blood. 

Mr. HILLIARD. Have I ever done so? 

Mr. STANLY. I say that was the effect. of 
the gentleman’s remarks. . What does the gentle- 
man say now? : 

Mr. HILLIARD, (continuing.) If the gentle- 
man said that I ever desecrated the Scriptures by 
quotations from them, urging the citizens of the 
South to shed each other’s blood, it is false. 

Mr. STANLY. There ig a fair specimen of 
disunion preaching. A man professing to conse- 
crate his life to the service of Almighty God 

‘The uproar in the Hall become very great, and 
the Chairman interposed to order. ‘ 

Mr. HILLIARD stillretained the floor, address- 
ing himself to Mr. STANLY. 

Mr. STANLY. The gentleman shall not speak. 
He has disgraced himself by speaking before. 

Mr. 8. was about to proceed, with his argument, 
showing how many Presidents the South had. had 
since the formation of the Government, when—— 

Mr. HILLIARD interposed, and said, E call the 
gentleman to order. He shall not misrepresent 
me. 

Mr. STANLY. State your point of order. 

Mr. HILLIARD. The gentleman must take 
his seat. T will then state my point of order, 

The CHAIRMAN requested Mr. Sranty to 
take his seat, while the gentleman from Alabama 
stated his point of order. : 

Mr. STANLY. Most assuredly, under. the 
direction of the Chair, but not by the. dictation of 
the gentleman from Alabama... But I should like to 
stand up by him, very well. eo os 

Mr. HILLIARD, Will the gentleman allow 
me the courtesy to say a word? 

Mr. STANLY. No, sir; nota word of cour- 
tesy after such a rude interruption. State your 
point of order. 

Mr. HILLIARD- 
der. 

Mr. STANLY. That is all I yield for. 

Mr. HILLIARD. I say the gentleman must 
not undertake to state what I said upon this floor. 

Mr. STANLY, (interposing.) I call the gen- 
tleman to order. Is that your point of order? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will con- 
fine himself to stating the point of order. 

Mr. HILLIARD. 1 will state the point of or- 
der as rapidly as l can. I say that no gentleman 
upon this floor has the right in my presence to 
state what he says I uttered, while I rise to give a 
correct version of it, and he refuses to yield me 
the floor for the purpose. z 

Mr. STANLY. Is thatall your point of order? 
There is as litle regard to sense in it as- there 
was regard to the Scriptures in your argument, 

Mr. HILLIARD. I say the gentleman must 
not misrepresent me. I insist upon it. I call the 
gentleman to order. i 

Mr. STANLY. I do not intend to be put 
down. The genatleman’s rudeness is disgraceful 
7 Me HILLIARD. Iwill leave the House to 
decide that question. T insist on the point of 


j 


I will state my point of or- 


| 


t 
i 
i 


H 


der. 
"The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ala- 
bama will state his point of order. 

Mr. STANLY. Let us hear it. 


| 
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Mr. HILLIARD. This is 


The CHAIRMAN. In the opinion of the 
Chair, that is not a point of order. 

Mr. HILLIARD. Then I suppose that the 
‘gentleman, if.he thinks proper, will misstate my 
remarks. $ : 

Mr. STANLY. Of course;. such a, charge 
might be expected from the gentleman. There is 
no more indecency in it than in a clergyman quo- 
ting Scripture to justify resistance and civil war. 

Mr. HILLIARD. I call the gentleman to or- 
der again. 

Mr. STANLY. No doubt 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state 
his point of order. 

Mr. HILLIARD. My point of order is, that 
the gentleman has no right to make personal re- 
marks. No gentleman will make personal re- 
marks. 

The CHAIRMAN interposed to order. 

Mr. STANLY. Who is entitled to the floor? 

Mr. HILLIARD. [I call the gentleman to or- 
der. 

The CHAIRMAN, (replying to Mr. Sranty.) 
The gentleman from Alabama has the floor on a 
point of order. 

Mr. HILLIARD. The gentleman is indulging 
in personal remarks, which are always out of 
order, 

The CHAIRMAN. It is very true that per- 
sonal remarks are not in order, The Chair did 
not hear the remarks to which the gentleman 
refers. 

Mr. HILLIARD, (continuing.) And I insist 
that the gentleman cannot proceed without per- 
mission of the House. 

Mr. STANLY. The gentleman said that some- 
thing I stated was false. 

Mr. HILLIARD. No, sir; I said, hypotheti- 
cally, that if the gentleman charged me 

Mr. STANLY. Ah! that is disunion preach- 
ing. I understand the gentleman, 

‘he CHAIRMAN, (interposing.) The gentle- 
man from Alabama will be good enough to send 
his point of order, in writing, to the Chair, as the 
Chair did not hear the remarks. 

Mr. HILLIARD. Will the Clerk be good 
enough to take my point of order? I say that 
the gentleman made personal remarks touching 
myself. 

The CHAIRMAN. Will the gentleman from 
Alabama state what those remarks were? 

Mr. HILLIARD. The gentleman stated, in 
the hearing of the committee—what is perfecily 
well known as a breach of decorum—that I had 
desecrated the Scriptures, to encourage the citi- 
zens of the United States to shed each other’s 
blood. E call the gentleman to order upon that 
point. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from 
North Carolina [Mr. Sranty] admit that such 
was his language? 

Mr. STANLY. No, sir. 

The CHAIRMAN, (to Mr. Hinuiarp.) Will 
the gentleman reduce his point of order to writing? 
The Chair asks it for his own protection. 

The point of order was therefore reduced to 
writing by Mr. Hituiarn, as follows: 

Mr. Sranty stated that the gentleman from 
Alabama desecrated the Scriptures, by using quo- 
tations from them to urge the citizens of the United 
States to shed each other’s blood. 

Mr. HILLIARD. I call the gentleman to order 
on that ground. 

Mr. STANLY. That 1s not the point of order 
which the gentleman stated just now. He then 
said something about a clergyman. Jt was after 
the wentleman made interruption that I used the 
word clergyman. The gentleman, with charac- 
teristic fairness, has changed his point of order. 
It is not the same. 

Mr. HILLIARD, I insist upon the point of 
order. I call upon the gentleman to take his seat 
until the pointis decided. 

Mr. STANLY. Not at your dictation, sir. I 
call upon the gentleman to take his seat. I am 
arguing the point of order. 
eee CHAIRMAN called both gentlemen to 

er. eden 


The CHAIRMAN, (continuing.) As the Chair 
did not hear the remarks, and as gentlemen differ 
as to the precise language used, the Chair must 
refer it to the decision of the committee. And the 
Chair will put the question in this form, “ Shall 
the gentleman from’ North Carolina be permitted 
to proceed in order ?”? ; 

Mr. McCLERNAND. Ofcourse the decision 
will depend upon the judgment of the committee, 
as to the language that was used. I understood 
the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Staniy] 
to say, that he hoped the gentleman from Alabama 


(Mr. Hrextarp] would not desecrate the Scrip- | 
tures to favor disunion, and to encourage the peo- į 


ple of the United States to shed each other’s blood. 
Having so understood the gentleman, I shall vote 
accordingly. 

In reply toa remark by Mr. HILLARD, . 

Mr. McCLERNAND repeated that he had un- 
derstood the gentleman from North Carolina to 
say, that he hoped the gentleman from Alabama 
would not 

Mr. HILLIARD (interposing.) Again. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. {do not recollect about 
the word again. 

Mr. HILLIARD. Certainly 1 understood the 
gentleman from North Carolina to use the word 
again. (Mr. H. turned to Mr. Sranxxy, as if in 
inquiry; but the remark, if any, was not heard by 
the reporter.) 

Mr. STANLY. Ishall notsay anything more. 

Mr. HILLIARD. Then J make the point of 
order. ; 

Mr. STANLY. Make it. 

Mr. HILLIARD. The Chairman will decide it. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair cannot, in jus- 
tice to himself, decide the point of order, because 
he did not hear the remarksof the gentleman from 
North Carolina [Mt. Sranriy] complained of, and 
upon which gentlemen differ. The Chair must 
therefore put the question to the committee, 

Mr. BAYLY. 
gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Stranky] as 
diselaiming the words attributed to him ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair does so under- 
stand. 

Mr. STANLY. The first word I used offen- 
sive to the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. HiL- 
LIARD,] was in answer to his very rude interrup- 
tion. As to the particular order, I know nothing 
about it at this moment. 

Mr. HILLIARD. Lam incapable of offering 
an insult to any gentleman, unless provoked to it 
by an insulting remark on his part. The gentle- 
man is wholly mistaken if he supposes it origin- 
ated with me. 

Mr. STANLY. I say it did. 

Mr. GORMAN gave his understanding of the 
conversation that passed between the two gentle- 
men. 

The CHAIRMAN stated the question to be, 
“ Shall the gentleman from North Carolina be per- 
mitted to proceed in order?” 

Mr. HILLIARD. It is very important that 
this matter should be correctly stated. Allow me 
to 


The CHAIRMAN interposed, and said, that 
the gentleman could proceed by the indulgence of 
the committee. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. HILLIARD. I was going to say that f un- 
derstood the gentleman from North Carolina to 
charge distinctly that I had desecrated the Serip- 
tures, and that he hoped I would not do it again. 
1 replied, impulsively of course, that it was false. 
T rose and asked the gentleman whether he in- 
tended to say that I had ever desecrated the Scrip- 
tures for any such purpose. The gentleman said 
that he did understand that to be the bearing of 
my remarks. Į replied it was false, that } had 
made no such remarks; I knew my relations to this 
body; I knew my relations to society, I have 
scrupulously foreborne to offer insults or aggres- 
sions any where; because it is perfectly well known 
that I should not hold myself amenable to the or- 
dinary mode of adjustment. - 

Mr. STANLY. Is all this in order? 


Mr. HILLIARD, (continuing.) And I did not |! 


this morning intend anything offensive to the gen- | 
tleman from North Carolina until driven into it, 
The CHAIRMAN interposed to order. 
Mr. SCHENCK rose to a question of order. 
He inquired whether he had understood the Chair | 
to say that he would not decide the question of 


Does the Chair understand the | 


order. He submitted that the Chair must, in the 
| first instance, decide whether there had been æ 
| breach of order or not; and then an appeal might 
be taken, or a motion made, that the gentleman 
i have leave to proceed in order. Baut in either case 
the preliminary point must first be settled by the 
Chair, that the gentleman was out ef order. 
|, The CHAIRMAN. ‘he Chair has already 
| stated that he did not hear the remarks complained 
i) of, 
Mr. SCHENCK. Then there can be no decis- 
l jon, and there is nothing to appeal from. Nor is 
there any occasion for a motion that the gentleman 
have leave to proceed in order. In other words, 
there being no decision that the gentleman is out 
1 of order, there can be no necessity for a motion 
that he be allowed to proceed in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. If the gentleman will refer 
i to the rales of the House, he wil find authority 
for what i have done. , . 
i The question (continued the Chairman) is, 
“Shall the gentleman be allowed to proceed in 


229 


order? 

Mr. SCHENCK. Then 1 will not vote. 

The question was then taken, and decided in 

the affirmative by an almost unanimous vote. 
| So leave was given to Mr. STANLY to proceed in 
| order. 
i Mr. STANLY, (resuming.) Two noes, Ido 
| not think there can be more than one more. I re- 
gret very much what has happened in the haste 
and heat of debate. I hope, however, that the 
time consumed in this interlude will not be taken 
out of my brief hour. Will the Chairman be so 
good as to inform me how much time it has con- 
sumed? 

The CHAIRMAN. Fourteen minutes. But 
that time will not be deducted from the gentle- 
man’s hour. 

Mr. STANLY then resumed and concluded his 
remarks. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, next obtained 
the floor, but some time elapsed before the com- 
mittee could be brought to order. 

Mr. STANTON then yielded, for purposes of 
explanation, to 

Mr. HILLIARD, who, after a few moments’ 
pause, said that, under the counsel of his friends, 
he proposed to defer until to-morrow morning the 
few remarks which, under the courtesy of the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Sranton,} he (Mr. 
H.) desired to submit to the committee. 

The committee thereupon rose and reported. 

And the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &e. 


| The following memorials, petitions, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees, viz: 


By Mr. UNDERHILL: The petition of Charles J. Gilbert, 
and other citizens of the city and county of New York, in 
favor of establishing the rates of postage on prepaid letters 
at two cents per half ounce. 

By Mr. BRIGGS: The petition of Child, Farr, & Co., 
merchants of St. Louis, Missouri, praying Congress for a 
remission of duties on goods destroyed by fire on board the 
steamer Marshall Ney, at New Orleans. 

Also, the petition of H, Ivisan and 54 others, citizens of 
New York, asking Congress to establish the rates of postage 
on prepaid letters at two cents per half ounce. 

By Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee: The petition of A. 
W. ‘Taylor and divers others, citizens of Carter county, 
; ‘Tennessce, praying the reduction of postage on letters and 
newspapers. 

By Mr. SCHERMERHORN: The petition of Mary Ann 
Malackowsky, widow of Manritz Von Malackowsky, for a 
pension and bounty lands. 

Also, the petition of 370 manufacturers and mechanics, of 
Monroe county, New York, asking for the repeal of the law 
of Congress of 1845, extending the patent of a planing ma- 
! ehine to the heirs of William Woodworth, s: 

By Mr. CABLE, of Ohia: A petition from S, C. Taggart, 
and 104; one from $. B. Keys, and 103: one from Willian 
Mali, aud 107; one from B. W. Williams, and 106 ;—420-— 
eitizens of Salem; and one from R. Chamberlain, and 87 
others, citizens of East Palestine, Ohio, for a _ui-weekly 
mail-route from Canton, Ohio, to Darlington, Penns; lva- 

nia. 

By Mr. CARTTER: A petition ftom E. N. Johnston ane 
M. D. Stalleupp, and 162 others, citizens of Mount Union, 
Ohio, fora tri-weekly mail route from Canton, Ohio, to Dar- 
| ington. Pennsy!vania. 

By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of F. G. Suvbridge , 
and others, citizens of Ohio, praying the reduction of 
postage on newspapers to one cent, and 10 two cents on 
t prepaid letters of half an ounce, for al} distances, and also 
tor the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of John B. Whedan and others, citi- 
zens of Ohio, praying the reduction of posiage on news- 
papers to one eent, and to two cents on prepaid letters of 
half an ounce, for all distances, and also for the abolition of 
i the franking privilege. 
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By Mr. GILMORE: The petition of Thomas Wilson 
and 140 others, citizensof Westmoreland county, Pennsy!- 
vania, praying for relief to surviving officers and soldiers of 
the late war with Great Britain. 

Also, the petition of George Hudson and 40 others, citi- 
zens of Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania, tor relief to 
the surviving officers and soldiers. of the late war with 
Greni Britain. a : 

Also, the petition of Samuel Zimmerman and 45 others, 
citizens of Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania, praying 
for relief forthe surviving officers and soldiers of the late 
war with Great Britain. : 

By Mr. CARTTER: The petition of A. McGregor and 
200 others, praying the establishment of a post-road: from 
Canton, Stark county, Ohio, to Darlington, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. WALDO: The petition of Rev. William 
Beavina and 61 others, citizens of Staffordsville, in the town 
of Stafford, Connecticut, asking for a uniform rate of 
postage, at two cents per half ounce. 

By -Mr. HALLOWAY: The memorial of citizens 
of Dappengers Falis, asking for the distribution of the 
public lands upon the terms and conditions set forth in 
said memorial. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepyespay, March 6, 1850. 
Mr. TURNEY presented resolutions of the 
General Assembly of the State of Tenessee, passed 


on the 11th of February, 1850, deprecating a dis- 
solution of the Union, and resolving to stand by 


and defend it at all hazards, and to the last extrem- 4) 


ity; and resolving, also, that the Union can only be 
preserved in its original purity and energy by re- 
sisting all attempts to violate the spirit and intent 
of the Constitution. 


Mr. T. also presented a resolution of the same || 


Legislature, adopted on the 8th of December, 
1849, instructing their Senators, and requesting 
their Representatives, to use their best efforts to 
procure the establishment of a bureau in the De- 
partment of the Interior, to take in charge the agri- 
cultural interests of the country. 

MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 

Mr.. HALE presented a petition of citizens of 
Sangerville, Maine, asking a reduction of the rates 
of postage; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate the petition of Pamelia Reswick, in behalf of 
herself and other heirs of William Wigton, asking 
compensation for his services as an officer in the 


last war with Great Britain; which, with the me H 


morial and papers on the files of the Senate, was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. MORTON submitted a communication, ad- 
dressed to the Senators and Representatives of the 
State of Florida, by Robert Butler, on the subject 
of allowing bounty lands to_the officers and sol- 
diers in the last war with Great Britain; which 
was referred to the Commitee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. WHITCOMB presented a memorial of the 
Indiana yearly meeting of the religious society of 
Friends, asking the adoption of measures for pre- 
venting the further extension of slavery in any 
portion of the territory belonging to the United 
States, and that no State may be admitted into the 
Union with a constitution tolerating slavery. The 
motion to receive was ordered tolie on the table. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa, presented two memo- 
rials from citizens of Iowa, asking a grant of pub- 
lic land to that State, to aid in the construction of 
a railroad from Davenport to Council Bluffs; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, two memorials of citizens of lowa and 
Illinois, asking the improvement of the navigation 
of the Upper Mississippi river; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on Commerce, 

Also, additional documents relating to the claim 
of John P. Sheldon; which were referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

LAND REFORM. 

Mr. CHASE presented the petition of P. E. 
Green, J. Monroe, and other citizens of the Uni- 
ted States, asking that the public lands may be 
granted in limited quantities to actual settlers, not 
possessed of other lands. — ; 

On presenting this petition, Mr. C. said: I hold 
in my hand, Mr. President, and desire to submit 
to the consideration of the Senate, the memorial of 
fifteen hundred citizens of Cincinnati on the sub- 
ject of land reform. Many of the petitioners are 
‘well known to me. They are, some of them, 
merchants, some"manufacturers. Most of them, 
however, are workingmen, of native or foreign 
birth, but all in heart Americans. By the indus- 
try and intelligence of these men, and such as 
they are, the city of Cincinnati has been made 
what she now is, a splendid monument of the wis- 


dom and patriotism of our fathers, in dedicatin 
the virgin soil of the Northwest to freedom and 
free labor. 

They: represent that the existing system of land 
traffic in this country, as weli as in Europe, tends 
to the reduction of the masses to the condition of 
dependent tenants, and consequently to the in- 
crease of inequality, misery, pauperism, and crime. 
They ask that the General Government may no 
longer traffic in the public lands yet unsold, but 
that they ¡may be laid off in farms and lots, for 
the free use of landless citizens who may be dis- 
posed to occupy them, and that the public domain 
itself may be transferred to the States and ter- 
ritories within which it lies to be so disposed of. 

I am glad to know that the subject.of this me- 
morial has already engaged the favorable regard 


of several of the most distinguished members of |! 


this body. For myself, I desire only to say, at 
present, that, following their Jead and seconding 
their efforts, [ shall always be ready to contribute 
my humble aid to every proper measure to secure 
land for the landless, and an inviolable home for 
every family. 

I ask that the petition may be received, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

It was so referred. 

FREEDOM IN THE TERRITORIES. 

Mr. SEWARD. I presenta petition from eiti- 
zens of Honesdale, Wayne county, Pennsylvania, 
for the establishment and protection of freedom in 
the territories of the United States. 

Also, a petition to secure to alleged fugitives the 
right of trial by jury. 

I move that they be received, and referred to 
the Committee on the Territories. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the motion to receive. 

On that question a division was called for. 

Mr.SEWARD. Mr. President, I ask for the 
yeas and nays. The petitions, I will state, relate 
to subjects which are debated before the Senate, 


| before both Houses of Congress, and before the 


country. One of them relates to the prohibition 
of slavery in the territories, and I wish to know 
if that, which is now under discussion so gener- 
ally, is a legitimate subject of petition? I wish to 
know if the citizens of this country have not the 
right to address Congress on a subject which is 
now under its consideration, and which is of para- 
mount importance? 

Mr. HALE. Let the petitions be read, that it may 
be known what they are, and what they are about. 

The Secretary read the first as follows: 

To the Congress of the United States: * 

The undersigned, citizens and electors of the State of 
Pennsylvania, residing in Honesdale, in the county of 
Wayne, respectfully pray, that slavery and the slave trade 
may he expressly prohibited by an act of Congress in al) the 
territories of the United States. 

The Secretary read the other as follows: 


To the Congress of the United States: 

The undersigned, citizens and electors of the State of 
Pennsylvartia, residing in Honesdale, in the county of 
Wayne, respectfully request that provision may be made by 
law, that whenever a person shall be arrested as a fugitive 
slave in any State other than that in which he is alleged to 
be held to service, he shall not be delivered to the claimant 
or his agent, except on the finding of a jury that he is the 
slave of the claimant. 

The yeas and nays were then ordered, and, 
being taken, were as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Baldwin, Bell, Bradbury, Chase, Cooper, 
Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Dodge of Iowa, Dodge of 
Wisconsin, Feleh, Hale, Jones, Norris, Pearce, Seward, 
Smith, Sturgeon, Walker, and Whitcomb—l9¥. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Berrien, Borland, Butler, 
Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Dickinson, Downs, 
Hunter, King, Mason, Morton, Pratt, Rusk, Soulé, Turney, 
and Yulec—18. 


So the petitions were received and referred. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. RUSK, 


Ordered, That*the petition of Nathaniel Lewis, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Claims. 


On motion by Mr. MASON, 


Ordered, That the petition of the heirs of Gustavus Hor- 
ner, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. 

On motion by Mr. CLAY, 

Ordered, That the petition of Miss M. Alexander, only 
heir of George Madison, on the files of the Senate, be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the memorial and 
documents relating to the claim of Anthony Ran- 
kin, submitted a report, which was ordered-to be 


7 : z f 
| printed, accompanied by a. bill for the relief of, 
| Anthony Rankin, of Tennessee; which was read 
and passed to a second reading. ore 
Also, fromthe same committee, to which was’: 
referred the. bill granting to the State of Alabama 
the right of way, and a donation of public lands, 
for making a railroad from Selma to the Tennessee 
river, reported back the same with amendments. 
| Also, from the same committee, to which were 
referred the several memorials asking the right of | 
; way and a grant of public land to aid in making a 
road from Davenport to Council Bluffs, reported a 
bill granting the right of way and making a dona- 
| tion of public land to the State of lowa, to aid in 
the construction of a railroad from Davenport to 
Council Bluffs; which was read and passed to a 
second reading. 

Also, from the same committee, to which were 
referred the memorials of the Tennessee, Missis- 
sippi, and Alabama Railroad Company, reported a 
| bill to grant to the Tennessee, Mississippi, and 
| Alabama Railroad Company, the right of way 
through the public lands of the United States; 
which was read and passed to a second reading. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the petition of Simeon White, submitted 
an adverse report on the same; which was ordered 
to be printed. : 

Also, from the same committee, to which were 
referred the documents relating to the sale or as- 
signment of land warrants, reported that legisla- 
tion on the subject was inexpedient; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
| referred the petition of James Higginbotham, sub- 
| mitted a report, accompanied by a bill for his re- 
lief; which was ordered to be printed. 

Also, from the same committee, asking to be 

: discharged from the further consideration of the 
i late and present land offices at Champagnole, Ar- 
i kansas; which was concurred in. 
Also, from the same committee, asking to be 
i discharged from the further consideration of the 
| memorial of the Legislature of Wisconsin, relat- 
| ing to grants of land to the officers and soldiers of 
the war of 1812, and that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. BALDWIN, from the Committee on 
i Claims, to which were referred the petitions of 
i citizens of Michigan, in favor of the children of 
| Hubert La Croix, submitted an adverse report on 
| the same; which was ordered to be printed. Aie 
| Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, from the Com» . 
|} mittee on Commerce, to which was referred the 
| petition of David P. Barkydt, submitted anadverse 
| report upon the same; which. was: ordered: to.be 
| printed. : pagent 
| Mr. DICKINSON, from the Committee on Fi- 
| nance, to which was referred the joint resolution 
‘ relative to the payment of dividends vr interest on 
' war bounty scrip, reported back the same with 
| an amendment. : 

Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to which was referred the motion to print the 
| memorial of Horace H. Day, and others, reported 
| against printing the same; which was concurred in. 

Mr. DOWNS, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill, providing for 
the issuing of patents for acertain class of con- 
firmed private land claims in Lovisiana; which 
was read a first and second time by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 


CLAIMS FOR SLAVES DEPORTED. 


Mr. HUNTER submitted the following resolu ` 
| tion: e 
| Resolved, That the Secretary of State be directed to com- 
: municate to the Senate such information ss may be found 
| op the records and on the files of the?Department, of State, 
| concerning the correspondence and negotiation with. Great 
i Britain on the subject of the claims of American citizens for 
| slaves, the property of those citizens, deported from the 
| United States by the officers of the British Government, in, 
i violation ofthe 7th article of-the definitive treaty of prace ol 
| the 3d of September, 1783, together. with copies of such lete 
| ters and documents as may be ealcalated to exhibit the 
| latest proceedings on the subject, and the fact whether fur- 
| ther application for indemnity from the British Government 
| was ever made by the Government of the Onited States, afler 
! the ratification of. the treaty of 1794, between the United 
| States and Great Britain. 
i Mr. HUNTER. As this is merely a resolution 
of inquiry, I. hope there will be no objection on 
the part of the Senate to consider it now. 

Mr. KING. I do not exactly understand the 
object of the resolution which has just been offered 


by my friend from Virginia. 1 presume that sub- 
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ject was definitely settled under the auspices of 
the treaty with Russia, by which there was a 
settlement of.all claims for compensation for slaves 
taken during the late war with Great Britain. 

Mr. HUNTER. If the Senator will allow me, 
Ican explain this matter in a very few words. 
This resolution relates to slaves taken contrary to 
the stipulations of the treaty of peace entered into 
im the year 1783 between this country and Great 
Britain. It was a subject of negotiation between 
the two countries. These negotiations were prob- 
ably abandoned after the ratification of Jays treaty, 
and the neglect to secure indemnity was one of the 
chief points of objection to that treaty. The claim 
of indemnity for these slaves, stands pretty much 
on the same footing as the claims for indemnity 


for French spoliations, and I think it will so turn | 
out, when we get the correspondence and all the 


facts. I wish to obtain the correspondence for 
that purpose. : 
Mr. KING. Ihave no objection. 
The question was then taken on the adoption of 
the resolution, and it was agreed to. 


PRINTING. 


On motion by Mr. YULEE, the resolution sub- | 


mitted by him on the 4th instant, was taken up and 
adopted, as follows: 


Ordered, That circulars ordered by committees of this 
body, for the purpose of collecting information upon sub- 
jects referred to their consideration, shall be executed by the 
printer employed to print for the Senate. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, submitted the 
following, which was. considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of making provision by 
Jaw for the printing of the annual report upon conunerce 
and navigation, in anticipation of the annual assembling of 
Congress, 

NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, gave notice that 
he would to-morrow, orat some subsequent day, 
ask leave to introduce a bill granting a quantity of 
land to the State of Wisconsin, to aid in the con- 
struction of a railroad from Milwaukee to the Mis- 
sissippi river. 

Mr. RUSK gave notice that he would to-mor- 
row, or at some early day thereafter, ask leave to 
introduce bills of the following titles: 


A bill to provide additional clerks in the Post | 


Office Department. 

A bill to provide for the post office and mail ser- 
vice in California and Oregon, 

Mr. COOPER. gave notice that he would to- 


morrow, or at some subsequent day, ask leave to | 
introduce a bill to authorize the Secretary of the | 


Treasury to purchase for the use of the Govern- 
ment Kase’s patent force or fire-cngine pump. 
RECIPROCITY WITH GREAT BRITAIN. 
Mr. COOPER, Mr. President, I desire to ob- 
tain the indulgence of the Senate for a very brief 
period, while I submit a few remarks in relation 
to the correspondence between the Secretary of 


State and the British Minister, which was pre- | 


sented yesterday, and which was disposed of after 
T left the Senate. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 


Pennsylvania asks unanimous consent to address | 


the Senate. 
Mr. TURNEY. What is the subject? 
Mr. COOPER. It is in relation ‘to the Presi- 


dent’s message and correspondence presented yes- |! : enh 
= F p y “us from the community of civilized nations, north- | 


i ern men as well as southern men have expressed | 
ij their indignant disgust at the cant of those who | 


terday, and disposed of by being laid upon the 
table and ordered to be printed. I move that the 
message and correspondence be taken up and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

The VICE PRESIDENT, 


to the Committee on Commerce. 
Mr. COOPER. 


yesterday, by a motion to lay it on the table, I had 
left my seat and retired from the chamber, and I 


was not then aware of the extent to which the | 
British Minister had felt himself warranted to go, | 
in making suggestions relative to what our domes- ` H 

S SMS DS i; any other. And what would our southern breth- ii legislative department in those Governments to 
' ren say, if this same Sir Henry Lytton Bulwer j: 


tic legislative policy should be, in reference to a 
particular subject, [n order that I may have a 
foundation for the remarks which I design to sub- 


mit, 1 will read the letter, dated January 3d, 1850. : 


It is as follows: 
BRITISH LEGATION, 
fas : WASHINGTON, January 3, 1850. 
5 AiR att having been represented to her Majesty’s Govern- 
Lent that there is some idea on the part of the Government 


, Jt is moved to re- | 
er the message and accompanying correspondence | 


f I was about to remark, that 
when the President’s message was disposed of | 


of the United States to increase the. duties upon British iron | 
imported into the United States, I have been instructed by 
her Majesty’s Government to express tothe United States 
|! Government the hope of her Majesty’s Government, that no 
| addition will be made to the duties imposed by the present 
tariff of the United States, which already weighs heavily on 
British productions ; and I cannot but observe, for my own 
part, that an augmentation of the duties on British produce 
or manufactures, made at a moment when the British Gov- 
ernment has, by a series of measures, been’ facilitating the 
commerce between the two. countries, would produce a 
very disagreeable effect on public opinion in England. 

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to you the as- 
surance of my most distinguished consideration. 

HENRY L. BULWER. 
Hon. Jonn M. CLAYTON, &e., &c., &e. 


Now, sir, in order that I may say nothing but 
what I design to say, I will use very full notes in 
| relation to that part of my remarks which refer to 
the conduct and course pursued by the British 
Minister. 1 will repeat what I have already stated,- 
that I had left the Senate yesterday before the cor- 
respondence between the Secretary of State and 
i the British Minister had been disposed of, and 
without being aware of the extent to which the 
latter had felt himself warranted in making sugges- 
i tions relative to what our domestic legislative poli- 


cy should be. 


į pendent nation toward another is within the con- 
‘| trol of the Executive, and subject to regulation by 
| treaty, so far is it legitimately the object of sugges- 
| tion and discussion by the diplomatic representa- 
tives of either. By this I do not intend to say, 
that the representative of one nation may not make 
known to the Government of another, that its 
policy in particular cases, in which it comes in 
conflict with the interests of that which he repre- 
i sents, might be modified in such a way as to be 
mutually beneficial. But I do say, that a diplo- 
matic representative fails in all the duties of eti- 


which he is accredited, when he undertakes to in- 
form it that any contemplated legislative action on 
ij its part, ** will produce a very disagreeable effect 
| on” the Government ‘or public opinion’ of his 
|: country. To do so, sir, is obtrusive, impertinent, 
|| and deserving of rebuke. We are competent to 
|| manage our own domestic policy, without hints or 

suggestions from the agents of other governments, 
| ment of their own. It is our duty to regulate our 
own policy for the benefit of our own people—the 


i ie opinion, or public opinion elsewhere. 

{ doubt not, Mr. President, that British public 
opinion is gratified by a policy which feeds her 
people, though it should starve ours; but it is im- 
|i pertinent on the part of the British Minister to 
tellus so. f know that there is a difference of 


As far as the policy of one inde- į 


quette and courtesy toward the Government to i! ih Mc ; l 
i| the Prime Minister or Minister of Foreign Affairs, 


| however powerful, however wise in the manage- | 


i 

| : 

| whole of our own people—without reference to the | 
| state of British “ public opinion,” or French pub- || 


| little more than two years since, when minister 
to Spain, he volunteered to tell the Queen what 
England thought her policy ought to be in relation 
| to the domestic management of the internal affairs 
of Spain. The correspondence which took place 
between the Duke of Sotomayer, thé Prime Min- 
ister, so to speak, of Spain, and Lord Palmeraton, 
on the subject, is fresh inthe memory of all. One 
would have thought that he might have profited 
by the lesson which was taught him then; but it 
| seems that he regards England as so far in advance 
| of all other nations, in power and in wisdom, that 
they will be obliged for such hints and suggestions 
as may emanate from her ambassadors, wherever 
| they may chance to reside. . 
Now, for my own part, I do not thank him for 
the suggestion in relation to our domestic policy, 
and the Administration will not thank him, I 
trust. But a little while since, it will be recol- 
lected, that in a case not entirely dissimilar, 
when the ambassador of another Power quite as 
respectable as that of England, and to whom we 
owe far more than we owe to England of friend- 
ship and of courtesy, undertook to tell the national 
Executive of this country what was due to its 
| honor, and what was due to justice on his part, 
i his passports were furnished to him by the Presi- 
dent of the United States, and he has left our 
shores for his home, there to account for his in- 
| terference—not with a matter of domestic policy, 
but for volunteering advice as to what was com- 
patible with honor and justice on the part of the 
country to which he was accredited. In that case 
the Executive did right, and I have no doubt that 
Sir Henry Lytton Bulwer has already been in- 
formed by the President of the United States, that 
his advice is unsought for, in language equivalent 
to that which he used to Monsieur De Tocqueville, 


| of France. f 
Sir, {am willing to trust the honor of this Gov- 


i| ernment to him in whose hands the people have 


| placed it. He will do all that is necessary for its 
vindication; but I thought that it was but right 
| that this department of the Government,—the 
| legislative department of the Government,—equally 
| concerned in all that relates to the honor of the 
|| country, might speak its sentiments in reference 
i| to this matter; and if the humblest member of this 
i| body felt called upon, by the relation which he 
bears to the particular subject to which reference 
|| is made, to speak, the rebuke will be all the more 
|! severe. 
i{ It was in order to submit these remarks, that I 
i! made the motion to refer the subject embraced in 
| the President’s message and correspondence to the 
|| Committee on Commerce, and if there be not a 


opinion at home, on the subject of the policy re- 
| ferred to; but it is a difference which we can settle 
| at home among ourselves, and all the better and 
| sooner, without obtrusive, unsought advice from 
abroad. Our southern brethren do not all of 
them agree with us on the subject of this policy; 
but they will agree with me that it is of domestic 
| concern, and to be settled at home, by our own 
Congress, in such manner as shall best comport 


| her statesmen, in a manner far less offensive, in- 
| asmuch as it was said of us and not to us, has de- 


| our national escutcheon, which ought to exclude 


! denounce us for the tolerance of that which was 
‘inflicted on us in the beginning by British eu- 
; pidity. I am opposed to slavery—deeply, con- 


taining an opinion hostile to slavery, I shall never | 
so act as to give cause of offense to the citizens of | 
the States in which the institution exists—in which | 
it is protected by the Constitution; and while I am | 
i opposed, and conscientiously opposed, to slavery, 
I wish to hear no English denunciations of my i 
country, nor any part of it, on this account, or | 


+ Should conceive it to be his duty to tell us what |! 
. the public opinion” of England is, relative to || 
the institution of slavery? I leave it to them to 
i answer, 


penchant for offering his advice to the govern- 


| it came here, 
with the interests of ail. When England, through | 


| nounced the institution of slavery as a stain upon į 


scientiously, and forever opposed; but, sir, enter- || 


: Mr. COOPER. 
| made to the treaty-making power. There was no 


This same ambassador seems to have a peculiar | 
| 
| 


ji reply intended, I will now withdraw it. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. The language 
of my friend from Pennsylvania upon this topic, 19 
certainly somewhat severe, if not censorious. He 
i declares thit the opinion of the British Minister 
ion this topic is impertinent; and if it is imperti- 
í nent, it is an opinion which he had no right to 
; express. Yet no exception to it was taken before 
j I fear that my friend has perhaps 
| forgotten some of our own precedents in such 
' matters. He should understand that it is no un- 
; common or unusual thing for one nation to express 
| towards anotheran opinion in relation to the tariff, 
or duties on goods imported. Since I have been a 
| member of this body, I well remember a resolution 
| which passed through the Senate, and which is 
: now doubtless in the remembrance of those within 
| the hearing of my voice, expressly requesting the 
; President of the United States to open negotiations 
‘with foreign Governments, to see if it were pos- 
sible to obtain a reduction of the duties on tobacco, 
j And, sir, according to my recollection, an agent of 
| the Government of the United States was dis- 
! patched to Europe, and kept there for years, in cor- 


ji 
! 


t 
! 


i 


: yespondence with the various Governments of ` 


' Europe, to obtain this object. 
In that case application was 


which application was made. The supreme pow- 
er of the State was the King or the Emperor, and 
the whole control of the subject there belongs to 
the treaty-making power—the supreme power of 


1850. 
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his consideration the facis within my recollection, 
and to ask him to considėr that foréign Govern- 
ments have no medium of communication with | 
each other except through the treaty-making pow- 

er. There is no other mode known. | Itis within 

my recollection, and: that of Senators all around 

me, that some years ago we sent a minister to 

France, to. negotiate.and settle certain difficulties 

existing between us. and that Government. A 

treaty was made.by the American minister with 

that kingdom, and. tn..that treaty was a provision 

that the wines of France should be introduced 

into this country upon terms more favorable than 

those granted to other nations. That treaty was 

brought here, and ratified by this Senate, and has 

been executed by this Government. [, for one, 

protested against it. I dislike the principle; but 

still your records show what were the opinions of 

the Senate, and the ratifying power of the Govern- 

ment, and they are far from censuring such a 

course as impertinent. 

These are the facts which, 1 believe, are unde- 
niable in their character. It is not, therefore, with- 
outa precedent, that one government communicates 
its views to another in relation to topics of this de- 
scription. And, while I know this to be the fact, 
I at the same time entertain an opinion as strong 
as that of the gentleman, who has just taken his seat, 
can possibly have. I have protested, and prob- 
ably shall continue, under all circumstances which 
may exist, to protest, against the exercise of a 
power of this description by the Executive. In 
my opinion, the framers of the Constitution of the 
United States never contemplated transferring any 
portion of the power of raising revenue to the 
treaty-making power of the Government. Those 
who framed that instrument have given their views 
in clear and distinct language, and they have re- 
fused to trust this body with power to originate ¢ 
money bill. They have confided that to the House 
of Representatives, and that House alone. And, 
sir, that those who framed this instrument were 
thus anxious to throw around it guards in this 
particular, seems to me to be a sufficient reason 
why we should retain a power so sacred in itself. 
But, upon a general view of the subject, this is as | 
objectionable an exercise of the power as can well 
be thought of. What is a treaty? Is it not an 
irrepealable law for the time it exists—made to ex- 
ist during a certain period of time, and during that 
time irrepealable and unalterable? That is a prop- | 
osition which cannot be denied; and if you carry 
matters of revenue into a treaty, and arrange them 
with a foreign government in that way, and ratify 
such a treaty, and then refuse to abide by it, what- 
ever may be the change of circumstances in your 
Government, and whatever may be the exigencies 

- which grow up, either for the increase or the dimi- 
nution of its revenues, the refusal to abide by that | 
treaty, and the violation of it, will be cause of 
war. It is preposterous to transfer a power of this 
deséription to the treaty-making power. 

{ think, therefore, the Administration is entirely 
right, before making any disposition of this paper, | 
to send it here to be considered by Congress. 
That is the proper disposition of it; and, for one, 
Iam glad it is brought here, if it is to be consid- 
ered atall. Ido not know—I do not undertake to } 
say—that a proposition of that sort merits consid- 
eration; but 1 never would be wanting in a dispo- 
sition to treat with respect a proposition made by 
a foreign country in good faith and courteous lan- 
guage, though it should be manifest that we can- 
not comply with it. . 

I thought that, after hearing. the remarks of my: 
friend, some explanation of this kind was due, ; 
and I therefore rose to submit what I have said, | 
and shall be ready to meet the proposition upon ; 
its merits, if it ever comes before us, when, I dare | 
say, we shall not be found differing in opinion. 

Mr. COOPER. From the tenor of the remarks 
of the honorable Senator from Massachusetts, one 
would suppose that I had reflected on the char- 
acter of the Executive, in sending that paper here. 


Representatives of the people may be informed. of 
the efforts being made on the part of England to 
maintain the tariff policy adopted in the year 1846. 
j-Sir, it was not without design that the President 
sent those papers here. He. desired—or at least I 
presume so—to show that England had a more 
peculiar interest in maintaining that law than we 
have in our own country; and he sent this com- 
munication here in order that we might gather 
from whatthe British Minister says, what it would 
be proper for us to do when that subject comes to 
be considered; for, sir, if the people of England 
wouid be so disagreeably disturbed by the repeal į 
or modification ‘of that law, it must be very im- 
portant to the manufacturing interests of England | 
that it should be maintained, while, at the same 
time, it is equally important to us that it should be 
at least pro tanto repealed. : 

Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, I do not rise 
for the purpose of entering into any discussion as 
to the merits of the letter which has been made the 
subject of the remarks which have fallen from the 
Senator from Pennsylvania; but I must say, that 
while | am very sorry that the honorable Senator 
from Pennsylvania should have thought it proper 
on this occasion to indulge in remarks which | 
think were not necessary to be made, and which 
appear to me in some degree to involve a violation 
of that courtesy which ought to be manifested in 
all our relations with foreign Powers, and their 
representatives; yet 1 must also say, that in the ! 
general view and opinions which have been ex- 
pressed in relation to this letter, I entirely concur. 

I think the honorable Senator from Massachusetts į 
has failed to show us a case which furnishes a ji 
precedent for the kind of proceeding of which this | 

j 


letter furnishes an example. All the cases toj 
which he refers, are cases in which the President 
of the United States was desired to open negotia- | 
tions with foreign Powers, in order to procure by | 
treaty stipulations certain provisions deemed by ; 
the Senate to be advantageous to our interests. | 
This letter, if I understand it, is not of that char- | 
acter. 


tions with the Executive Department of the Gov- | 
ernment for any reciprocal arrangement in regard | 
port. It does not look to any negotiation. It! 
should be opened; but it is simply a letter in | 
which he communicates to the Secretary of State | 
the fact, that it is understood that Congress in- | 
tends to make some modification of the existing | 
tariff of duties on foreign iron, and communicates | 
to him the further fact, that such a modification | 
will not be well received by the public opinion of į 
England. That is the whole of it. It is no pro- 
posal or negotiation. It is not saying fo the Sec- 
retary of State that “her Majesty’s Government | 
is desirous of entering into some treaty stipulations | 
by which this subject can be amicably and proper- | 
ly arranged.” dt is not saying that “ when this || 
subject comes under consideration, I am prepared, if 
instructed, or authorized to make certain compen- į 
sating reductions of duty, upon any of the great || 
subjects of exports from this country,” but it isa | 
-simple communication to the Secretary of State, | 
‘that if Congress should make certain alterations | 
in the duty on iron, which the Minister understood | 
Congress proposes to do, it will not be well re- 
ceived in England. 

Now, it seems to me that no precedent can be 
found—certainly none has been referred to; I cer- 


I 


for such interference as this, in respect to the legis- | 
lative action of Congress; and it appears to me 
that the true and proper answer to be given to it, į 
was not to have spoken of it, as the Senator from | 
Pennsylvania has spoken of it, as being “ imper- 


those obligations the regulations which Congress | 


I did no such thing; nor did I intend to do any 
such thing. On the contrary, I approve of the 
course which the Executive has pursued in send- 
ing that paper here; and I had no doubt, as I ob- | 
served in the remarks which I addressed to the 

Senate a few minutes ago, that the President would 

vindicate the honor of the country—t 
take care of the interests of the country; and, as 
an evidence that he is disposed to do so, he has 
sent hither this correspondence, in order that the 


hat he would | 


: ; i 
to pass, the duties which Congress has to levy, | 


sideration of that body, for the interesis of our | 
own people, irrespective of the wishes, and opin- | 
ions, and interests of any other. In that point of | 
view, it strikes me that this letter is a singular | 
one; that it is irregular, and therefore deserves 
|| some such reply as that which I have suggested. 
i) Mr. KING.” I will say buta word in reply to 


il 
i 


Itis nota movement or an application on ij 
the part of the British Minister to open negotia- |i 


to duties levied on iron or any other article of ex- || 


. as el if 
neither opens negotiation, nor proposes that any | 


tainly know of none, and have heard of none— | Q : n ; 
| wishes upon the subject of the great interest which 


‘ he is desirous to protect, with what be supposes to 


tinent?” or “ indecorous,”? but to have said that i| 
the United States had fully discharged all her |} 
treaty obligations to Great Britain; that beyond || 


| olina, [Mr. Ba 


has to establish, the laws which Congress has |} 


| must be dictated by a justand enlightened con- i 


ti 
i 


the remarks of, the honorable. Senator from Penn-. 
sylvania; which are calculated to produce feelings i< 


| of unkindness between thé United States’ and 


Great. Britain, which I presume the honorable: 
Senator does nut desire. SE cat ten: 

Sir Henry L. Bulwer is the representative of 
Great Britain, and, although in a letter to the Sec- 
retary of State he may have used terms which it. 
would have been better. not to have used, and pro- 
posed what probably had better not have been 
proposed, still, if the honorable Senator under- 
stands the progress of things in negotiations be- 
tween this and other governments, he will see that 
on more than one occasion, the Government of the 
United States, through its minister, has called on 
foreign Governments to change their regulations 
with regard to duties or prohibitions upon articles, 
the growth or production of the United States, 
and when that change could not be made by treaty 
stipulations, but must be made by a legislative 
enactment. I allude to the regie in relation to the 
introduction of tobaccointo France, referred to by 
the honorable Senator from Massachusetts. The 
American Government for years has been anxious 
to have a reduction or abandonment of that regie 
on the part of the French Government. . It was 
a legislative enactment, and must be repealed by 
the Legislature of the country before it canbe 
changed by the Executive. 

Communications have been made again and | 
again by our represeniative to the Secretary of For- 
eign Affairs, advocating the propriety of making a 
change, which has been advantageous to the. com- 
merce of the two countries, beneficial alike to 
France as well as this Government; and it never 
was taken in an offensive sense. The minister of 
the United States was not denounced for making 
such an application, as being “impertinent,” as 
acting indecorously, or as departing from the line 
of his duty, and deserving the reprobation of the 
Senate of the United States. This language, it 
seems to me, is not becoming this body; and I am 
sorry to hear itapplied to a high-minded and hon- 
orable man. Though mistaken in the course he 
has adopted, and though it might have been better 
not to have made the communication, yet, believ- 
ing it was a duty he owed to the people of Great 
Britain, he brought it forward in the terms which 
he did, and it hasbeen communicated here. 1 do 
not believe it was necessary that it should have 
been communicated here. Lam only surprised that 
the Secretary of State did send it here, for he well 
understands that we do not intend to legislate with 
reference to the opinions held by ay. portion of. 
the people of Great. Britain, in relation: to, the 
propriety or impropriety of our:legislative enact- 
ments. ae 

l only rose to say that I regret exceedingly tha 


i| the honorable Senator from Pennsylvania indulged . 


in expressions which would have been received by 
this Government with indignation, if applied to 
her representative near a foreign Court. f know 
well what would have been the feeling in this 
country, if such terms had been used respecting 
our minister, either in the House of Peers in Great 
Britain, or in the Chamber of Deputies in France. 

Mr. CLAY. Ihave risen only to say a word 
or two, for really lam extremely unwilling to de- 
lay the honorable Senator who, it was expected, 
would occupy the floor to-day. But I have risen 
o express my very great regret at the language 
which my worthy friend who sits before me [Mr. 
Cooper] has thought proper to apply to the Brit- 
ish Minister, here at the seat of this Government. 

I am afraid my friend has confounded his 


be the crroneous conduct of the representative of a 
Government, whose people have opinions not ex- 
actly in accordance with those‘represented by my 
worthy friend. : kai 

I must say, for one, sir, and in opposition to the 
opinion of the honorable Senator from North Car- 
DCER,] that I do not see a particle 
of impropriety, or the slightest deviation from the 
most correct diplomatic practice and usage, in the 
letter of Sir Henry Bulwer, which has been the 
subject of the morning’s conversation, 

What, sir! Cannot the representative of a for- 
eign Government near this Government, or the 
representative of this Government near a foreign 
Government, express its wishes and expectations 
upon the subject of a tariff, without incurring de- 
nunciations, and having applied to them language 
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such as I lament to have heard applied to Sir 
Hetiry Bulwer. this, morning? The honorable 
Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Davis] has 
spoken of the incapacity of the treaty-making 
power to regulate the subject of the tariff. Econ- 
cur with him in that opinion. “Sir Henry Bulwer 
has proposed no such thing in his note, which has 
called. down on him the commentaries this morn 
ing. He has proposed no action. He has said 
that-which.has been read to us; and T suppose he 
had. a right to say it, in prosecuting the interests 
of his own country; and my habit, sir, of estima- 
ting. the value. of public men, is by their devotion 
and zeal-in support of those interests which they 
are charged to take care of. Heis here. Heun- 
derstands that there is a prospect of the duties on 
a particular article being augmented, and” he ex- 
presses the views and opinions of his own Gov- 
ernment, and of himself, upon the subject. He 
proposes nothing—he proposes to open no nego- 
tiations. . And is it not an advantage even to us, 
when this subject comes up—if it should come 
up—to know what will be the feelings of all for- 
eign Governments. upon our action on a subject 
which more or less interests them all, but interests 
Great Britain more than all of them? 

{n saying all this, I do not mean to come to the 
conclusion at which the British Minister would 
arrive, or wishes this Government to arrive. On 
the contrary, I concur entirely with my friend 
from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Coorer,] and I hope that 
the very object which the British Minister aims at 
accomplishing, will not be attained Iam entirely 
opposed to his object. I am very desirous that 
this subject of a proper protection on iron should 
be taken up, examined in fairness, and calmly 

. adjusted upon principles of equity and of sound 
policy, in reference to that great national interest. 
And Lam sure that if I go into the subject, E shall 
be uninfluenced by the wishes of the British Gov- 
ernment—uninfluenced by what its organ has 
chosen to present to our Government—uninflu- 
enced, I should hope, by any other considerations 
than those which belong to my own country, and 
all parts of it, and all its great interests. 

But, while I say all this, I could not sit in my 
seat, and hear—and 1 am sure my worthy friend 
from Pennsytvania, on consideration, will be sat- 
isfied with the impropriety of it—the application 
of such language as he has made to a minister 
with whom { have had frequent opportunities of 
intercourse, and of whom I take pleasure in say- 
ing, | have seen near this Government no foreign 
minister whatever, who appears to me more accom- 
plished, more able, and better disposed toward 
keeping the relations of thé two countries upon 
a footing of the most perfect amity and good 
feeling. 

I concur, sir, with the honorable Senator from 
Alabama [Mr. Kine] in thinking that it was per. 
haps hardly necessary to have communicated this 
letter to Congress at all, but at the same time, I do 
not sce thatany harm can result from the com- 
munication. The President, not choosing to 
enter into any negotiations, anid perhaps no nego- 
tlations being necessary in the case, thought proper 
to communicate the letter to Congress, that it may 
receive just so much, and no more, consideration 
than is necessary. 

Mr. CASS. I agree entirely with the honor- 
able Senators from Alabama and Kentucky, [Mr. 
Kine and Mr. Cray,] in the expression of their 
regret upon this occasion. I deeply regret that 
any Senator should have thought proper to make 
use of such language as has been applied to Sir 
Henry Bulwer this morning. I know that gentle- 
man well. [ have known him for years, and a 
more high-minded and honorable man never crossed 
the Atlantic, or come to our shores. I know it js 
the last idea in his mind to give offence to the 
American people or their representatives. He 
comes to fulfill his duty to his own Government, 
but he comes with very respectful feelings toward 
ours. Iam sure of it. Therefore, as far as re- 
spects him, I deeply regret that any censure should 
be thus publicly thrown upon him, that his name 
and his course should be brought in here, and that 
he should. he supposed to intend any disrespect to 
this country, or to this Government 

There is a misapprehension as to the practice 
and usage in this matter. The bonorable Senator 
from Alabama is right. I myself know the course 
which has been taken by this Government and its 
representatives: Every Senator here knows that 
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| that gentleman. I believe he is one of the last men 


| usual course of proceeding on the 


not only in France is tobacco prohibited, but that 
it isa monopoly; and that it is so in other coun- 
tries on the continent of Europe.” It is one of the 
principal sources of revenue in France; but the 
monopoly and prohibition are-regulated by the 
Legislatures; the Executive has no more power 
over it than ours. When I was in France I was 
instructed to remonstrate against this course as un- 
friendly, and T did it in no measured terms; and, 
although I failed to accomplish the object, it was | 
not my fault. But it never entered into my head, 
nor I suppose. into the heads of others, that that 
step on my part wasan offence. They never said 
so. They answered me very politely, but told me 
that they could not give it up as a source of reve- | 
nue. They did not send my letter to the Chamber 
of Deputies; and I rather regret that this letter 
was sent here, in consequence of the censure that 
bas been thrown upon the British Minister. Ido 
not see the necessity for sending it here, although 
{ presume it was sent with the best intentions. 
But precisely such acase happened within my 
own knowledge, in which E remonstrated with the 
French Government against one of their prohibi- 
tory laws, which prevented the exportation to 
France of one of the greatest of our articles of 
produce. Instead of having an open market, they 
sent their agents here to purchase tobacco, and 
drive us into other markets. 

Mr. SEWARD. I rise for the purpose of mov- 
ing that this subject be postponed until to-morrow, 
in order that we may proceed to the consideration 
of the order of the day. In making this motion, 
I do not make it with any desire of speaking upon 
the subject myself, but simply because | know that 
it is the right of the honorable Senator from Penn- 
sylvania to reply, and I wish him to have an op- 
portunity of doingso at length without interrupting 
further the consideration of the order of the day. 

Mr. BADGER. I beg leave, before that dis- 
position is made of the subject, to make one 
remark. I hope { was not understood by the hon- 
orable Senator from Kentucky, or by the honora- 
ble Senator from Michigan, as joining at all in the 
censure cast upon the British Minister, or rather I 
should say, which has been indulged in, by the 
honorable Senator from Pennsylvania. Lintended 
expressly to do away with any such idea in the 
observations which I made; and Iwill say, while 
I think the motives presented in that letter are not 
those which should influence us in the exercise of 
legislative power—and, according to my view of 
the matter, this is an application designed to in- 
fluence the legislation of Congress, which is 
irregular und not supported by precedent—I yet 
entirely acquit him of any designed wrong in the 
course he has adopted. I join entirely in the ex- 
pressions of the honorable Senator from Michigan, 
as to the high, upright, and honorable character of 


in the world who, in urging the interests of his own 
Government, would be guilty of the slightest in- 
civility or improper interference with the affairs of 
the Government to which he is delegated. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the motion to postpone the further consideration 
of this subject until to-morrow. 

Mr. COOPER, Alli bave to say, will be said 
ina minute. Iam very sorry to trespass upon 


Mr. COOPER. Certainly. 

Mr. FOOTE. I simply suggest this asan ex- 
cuse for the British Minister, which I am sure the 
honorable Senator from Pennsylvania will receive 
kindly. “He seems to have forgotten the fact, that 
a very leading statesman of this country—I refer 
to the honorable Senator from Massachusetts, not 
now in his seat, [Mr. WEBSTER, ]—several years 
ago, in a very formal and deliberate manner, ina 
speech which I presume the Senator from Penn- 
sylvania must recollect was very much comment- 
ed on at the time in the various newspapers of the 
country, and I suppose also in the newspapers of 
Europe, proposed the regulation of these whole 
subjects of imposts upon foreign productions, by 
treaty. Now, sir, this subject being very freely 
discussed in this country, it seems to me that the 
British Minister might have been encouraged at 
least to make the suggestion in reference to one or 
two small articles. 

Mr. COOPER. Ido reéollect it; and I recollect 
that the suggestion was not adopted by the coun- 
try. It would be adopting a system of policy en- 
tirely uncongenial to our institutions. This is a 
subject which exclusively belongs to the represent- 
atives of the people of this country. It differs in 
that respect from the same subject, as it concerns 
all other countries of Europe, except it be England 
and France, and therefore it was that I chose to 
indulge in the strain of remark. 

And what, I will ask the honorable Senator 
from Kentucky, was there so exceedingly indec- 
orous in my remarks? The word ‘ impertinent’? 
was the most harsh word which I usel in refer- 
ence toit. Now, what does that word mean in its 
strict and proper sense? Why, .1 regard it as 
simply meaning, that the British Minister was 
meddling with a subject which did not at all be- 
long to the Executive to regulate, but which be- 
longed entirely to the Congress of the United 
States to regulate. Now, sir, after all that has 
been said about the impropriety of my r marks, 
and all that has been said by the honorable Sena- 
tors around me, of their regret for what I did say, 
I must conclude by saying, that I would not 
withdraw a single word of what I have said, and, 
if necessary, | would say it over again. 

Mr. BERRIEN. Two things, Mr. President, 
have been presented tomy mind, calculated equally 
to acquit the British Minister of any impropriety 
in making this communication, and the President 
of the United States in submitting it for the con- 
sideration of Congress. I suppose it will bea 
conceded proposition, that the action of any one 
Government, which is calculated to affect the inter- 
ests of other Governments and people, is a proper 
subject of communication between the two Gov- 
ernments. Now, if the regulation of the rate of 
duties, or framing of the tariff, had been subject to 
the treaty-making power, it will not be doubted 
that the British Minister, or the Minister of any 
other Government might, with perfect propriety, 
have communicated with the Executive Depart- 
ment of the Government, to which the treaty- 
making power belonged, and that the suggestions, 
views, and feelings of his own Government upon 
that subject so communicated, would not have 
been characterized by impropriety. But, inas- 
much as the power of regulating the tariff appro- 


the time designed to be occupied by the honorable 
Senator from Wisconsin, bat I wish merely to say 
a few words, and the subject may be entirely dis- 
posed of. I had no apprehension, sir, that I 
should awaken so much feeling as seems to. have 
been manifested, by the remarks in which I in- 
dulged, relative to the correspondence which was 
brought to the notice of the Senate yesterday. I |! 
ara always willing to be lectured "by those whose 
experience qualifies them, in their lectures, to im- 
part information. But, sir, although I admit that 
I need information on many subjects, I am inclined 
to think that I always do best in representing my 
constituents, when Í follow the promptines of my 
own heart, and the dictates of my own judgment. | 
Sir, although Í have not had the honor of repre- 
senting my country abroad, I know what is the || 
part of diplo- 


Ing practically 


matists. I do not know it from hav 


; seen it, or from having practis 
: from my reading; and, sir, 


from Pennsylvania allow me to interrupt him fora 


ed it myself, but | 
I have yet to learn any 

! to the present, 

ill the honorable gentleman 


case that is at all analogous 


Mr. FOOTE. W 


moment? 


priately belongs to the legislative department of 
the Government, it is supposed that in communi- 
eating with the Executive on this subject, an im- 
propriety has been committed. 

Mr. President, I think there is fallacy in this, 
if the proposition be true, that the action of a 
Government, in whatever department it is calcu- 
lated to affect the interests of other nations, may 
be a proper subject of communication. Then 
it only remains to reflect, that the minister of a 
foreign Government has no other means to com- 
municate with the legislative department of the 
Government, but through the Executive, the 
President of the United States. If this had be- 
longed to the treaty-making power, the commu- 
nication would have been made to the President 
of the United States, and he; in the exercise of 
his appropriate powers, would have considered it; 
but, inasmuch as it belongs to the legislative de- 
partment, and inasmuch as there is no medium of 
communication between a foreign minister and 
that department, but the Executive, in my humble 
judgment the communication has been properly 
made, and properly communicated to Congress. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I wish merely 
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to observe, that in the few remarka which I sub- 
mitted upon the question; I took. it for “granted 
that the Executive department of the Government 
took no exception whatever to the ‘language used 
in this dispatch of the British Minister; that there 


was no purpose of censuring it in sending it here; 


and that they were satisfied, so far as the courte- 
sies of negotiation were concerned, with the lan- 
guage which was ‘used. Fr seems to- be proper 
that this should be taken into account among other 
things, and if they took no exception to it, I can 
see no reason why we. should. 

Mr. HALE, Mr. President, I move to lay the 
subject on the table, 

SeveraL Senators. Oh, let it be referred. 

On division, the motion to lay the subject on the 
table was rejected, and the message was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 


THE COMPROMISE. . 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
special order, viz: Mr. Cray’s series of resolu- 
tions. 

Mr. WALKER, who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the Senate for upward of two hours. 

Mr. SEWARD. If the honorable Senator is 
not particularly desirous of continuing his remarks 
at this time, I would propose, as it is now late, 
that the subject be postponed. 

Mr. WALKER. In consequence of the inter- 
ruptions that have taken place, [ shall not be able 
to. conclude to-day. 

Mr. DAWSON. The honorable Senator has 
been subjected to so many interruptions, that it is 


proper, if he will consent to yield for an adjourn- 


ment, that he should have another day. 

Mr. SEWARD. 1 will move, then, that the 
further consideration of the subject be postponed 
until to-morrow. 

Mr. BUTLER. I should dislike very much to 
incur even the appearance of unkindness toward 
the honorable Senator from Wisconsin; but I 
must be permitted to remind the Senate that it will 
occasion much disappointinent, if the distinguished 
Senator who. has the floor for to-morrow should be 
deprived of it.” 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the motion to postpone the further considera- 
tion of the subject until to-morrow. 

Mr. BERRIEN. I knowthere is a general de- 
sire that the order that was made for to-morrow 
shall be fulfilled, but the Senator who has ad- 
dressed the Senate to-day will have possession of 
of the floor until his argument is concluded, be- 
cause unfinished business overrides all other; and 
I hope he will be allowed an opportunity to con- 
clude, 

Mr. BUTLER. I will suggest, if it be not ob- 
jectionable to the Senator, that he resume his re- 
marks at twelve o’clock to-morrow. 

Mr. HALE. If the Senator from Wisconsin 
accords with this suggestion, I will move that the 
subject be postponed until to-morrow at twelve 
o'clock, and be then made the special order of the 
day. 

Mr. WALKER assented, and the motion was 
agreed to; and the resolutions were accordingly 
postponed, and made the special order of the day 
for to morrow at twelve o'clock. 


POST OFFICE REMOVALS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate the following communication from the Presi- 
dent: 

To the Senate of the United States : i 

In answer to the inquiries contained in the resolution of 
the Senate of the 4th instant, in refation to appointments of 
postmasters by the Postmaster General, I send to the Senate 
herewith the letter of the Postmaster General, dated on the 
5th instant, furnishing the desired information. 

Wasuineton, March 6,1850. Z. TAYLOR. 

Mr. DICKINSON moved to lay the message 
and accompanying documents on the table, and 
that they be printed. i 

The motion to lay on the table was agreed to, 
and the motion to print the message and accom- 
panying documents was referred to the Committee 
on Printing. 

The Senate then adjourned. : 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, March 7, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr. PUTNAM asked the unanimous consent of 
the House, to introduce a joint resolution from 


the Legislature of New York, in regard to the re- 
“newal of the patent for Woodworth’s- planing 
machine. 

Objection having.been made by Mr. Jones; the 
resolution was not introduced. 

; THE CENSUS. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, rose, and 
referring to the fact that the annual message of the 
President of the United States was still under 
consideration, in Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and that it was very important 
that that portion of it which related to the census 
should be referred to a committee, asked the 
unanimous consent of the House, to move that 
the Cammittee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union be discharged from that portion of the mes- 
sage, and that it be referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, suggested 
a question of order, whether the Committee on 
the Judiciary would not have the power, indepen- 
dently of the reference of this portion of the Presi- 
dent’s message, to originate a measure or bill, and 
to report the same to the House? He did not 
think it necessary to have the whole of the mes- 
sage referred, before the committees could act. In 
his experience here, it had happened, that the 
House had spenta whole session, and perfected 
legislation, without the annual message of the 
President having been referred at all. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is out of order. 

Mr. INGE suggested that the annual message 
of the President had been laid aside, in Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and the 
committee had taken up the special California 
message. He presumed that when the House 
went into committee, there would be no objection 
to taking up the annual message, and referring it. 
He should now objeet to any business that was 
out of the regular order. 

The SPEAKER stated what the motion of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. THompson] 
was. Unanimous consent would be required to 
enable the gentleman to make it, 

No objection having been made, the Committee 


| of the Whole on the state of the Union was dis- 


charged from the farther consideration of so much 
of the President’s message as relates to the subject 
of the census, and it was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BURT insisted on the regular order of busi- 
ness, and gave notice that he should hereafter 
object to all business out of the regular order. 

ENGRAVING. 

Mr. HAMMOND, from the Committee on En- 
graving, reported the following resolution; which 
was read, considered, and agreed to, viz: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Engraving be, and they 
are hereby, authorized to contract for one thousand four 
hundred and fitty sets of the maps and drawings accompa- 
nving the report of the Secretary of War, relative to the 
route from Fort Smith to Santa Fé: Provided, that the tost 
shall not exceed three hundred and twenty dollars; end for 
six plates to accompany the first part of the Patent Office 
Report: Provided, that the cost shall not exceed sixty-five 
dolars per thousand feet; and for eleven thousand four 
hund ed sets of the maps and drawings accompanying the 
message of the President of the United States, relative to 
California: Provided, the cost shall not exceed twelve hun- 
dred and fifty dollars. 


THE PATENT OFFICE REPORT, ETC. 


Mr. Mc WILLIE, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That thirty thousand copies of the mechanical 
portion, and that seventy thousand copies of the agricultural 
portion of the Patent Office Report be printed. 

Mr. McWILLIE stated, that the reason why 
there was a difference in the numbers ordered, 
arose from the fact, that the agricultural portion of 
the population was much larger than the mechan- 
ical; and as the work was represented as being too 
large for one volume, the discrimination become 
necessary. 

Mr. McW. farther stated, that while he had the 
floor, he would take the opportunity of noticing an 
article which appeared in one of the city papers, 
(The Republic,) on yesterday morning. The 
charge contained in the paper was against the 
Democratic party generally, and, he supposed, the 
Committee on Printing specially. It charged 
them with having, from improper motives, delayed 
the printing of the President’s message in relation 
to California. The charge of the Republic was 
in the following words: 


“ Tur PRESIDENT’S ANSWER TO THE CALL OF THE TWO 
Hovses.—Is there any motive in withholding public docu- 


| waited: so long before making their report. 


ments from Congress and the people?. Is it thé intention of 


its enemies. that-the Admivistration-shall-not. come betore,:: 


the people with the facts necessary. to explain and vindiéate 
its course? If Mr. Cathoun tad been in possession, hefore 
making his speech, of the documents communicated t+Co 
gress, in answer 10 the calls of the two Houses.on the Presi 
dent in relation to California, he might have. thought it but 
an act of justice to the. President. to. modify-some of his 
views and expressions. Mr. Calhoun says: 0” oo 

ti have not seen the answer of the Executive ‘tothe calls 
‘made by the two Houses of Congress forinformation:a- to 
‘the course which it took, or the part which itacted, in ref- 
‘erence to what, was done in California. J understand the: 
Sanswers have not yet been printed. But there is enough 
‘known to justify the assertion, that those who profess to 
‘represent and act under the authority of the Executive, 

t have advised, aided, and encouraged the movement, which 
een in forming what they call a constitution and a 
tate. 

“Now, we ask the American people what kind of justice 
toward. the President and the Administration they can expect. 
from opposition majorities which make calis upon the Presi- 
dent for official papers ; and then, if they do not answer their 
purpose, hugger-mugger them up in the printers’ closets? 
There was a tong and loud outery by. Mr. Clemens in the 
Senate, and Mr. Venable in the House, for these documents. 
Tie opposition mujorities were hot and impatient to pro- 
cure them from the President. Clerks were employed ata 
great expense to make the necessary copies; and when Mr. 
Cathoun makes a speech two months afterward, “he un- 
derstands that the answers. ma `e have not been printed,’ : 

“ We protest against this kind of warfare. The opposi- 
tion majorities in the two branches would have deluged the 
country with these documents long since, if they had been 
ealeulated to reflect upon the conduct of President Taylor 
but since they only show that the old man has.acted wisely, 
prudently, and patriotically, the documents cannot be piut- 
ed! Even a Senator of the United States cannot procure a 
copy to enable him to assail the Adininistration understand 
ingly. This is shabby aod shameful.?? 


Now, Mr. Speaker, (continued Mr. McW.,) 
if the editor of the Republic had been as willing to 
ascertain the truth, as to abuse the’ Democratic 
party, or to insinuate that the committee acted 
from improper motives, in keeping back the mes- 
sage and documents referred to, by calling upon 
the public printer, or any member of the joint 
committee, either of the Senate or this House, 
he would have found that the commiuee, so far 
from suppressing the documents, had ordered the 
printing of other documents, which had been 
ordered previously to the communication of this 
message, to be suspended, and that this message. 
and document were now being printed, and would > 
in a very few days be ready for delivery. The 
editor of the Republic, on inquiry, would also 
have found, that the message and documents will 
make a volume of more than one thousand pages, 
and that they could not be printed in a day. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, inquired of the 
chairman of the Committee on Printing, [Mr. Me- 
Wirxie,] whether the committee had yet acted-on 
the resolution heretofore introduced by the gentle 
man from Mississippi, [Mr. Brown,] providing 
for the distribution of the documents among the’ 
several counties? ; ; a 

Mr. McWILLIE said, that the committee had: 
had the resolution under its consideration at its 
last meeting, and would have it under advisement 
again. 

Mi. CONGER said, he desired to inquire of the 
Chairman of the Committee on. Printing, what’ 
number of the report of the Commissioner of 
Patents it was proposed to print; and whether it 
was proposed that the mechanical and agricultural 
portions should be printed and bound separatety? 
He had heard the remarks of the gentleman very 
imperfectly, and did not understand the proposition 
of the committee. 

Mr. McWILLUE. The committee propose to 
print seventy thousand copies of the agricultural 
portion, and thirty thousand of the mechanical; 


| and that they be printed and bound separately. 


Mr. CONGER trusted that this proposition. 
would not be agreed to. He was for printing the’ + 
largest number of this document, so much sought 
for by the country; but it ought not:to be separ- 
ated, and sent abroad in detached portions. -Thè 
first, or mechanical, or scientific part, only, of the 
regular annual report of the Commissioner of 
Patents, had yet been made to the House. At the 
time it was presented, now some weeks since, he 
had submitted a motion to print extra coptes. 
That motion, by the rules of the House, was ne- 
cessarily referred tu the Committee on Printing; 
and he desired’ to say; in this connection, that he 
was surprised that that committee should haye 

t 
the time he submitted the motion, his own judg- 
ment was, that a limited number only of this me- 
chanical portion—which would fill, as he under- 
stood, but about one hundred pages—should be 
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printed, and that, too, mainly for the: purpose of 
answering the more immediate calls of inventors, 
to whom it was more.especially interesting. That 
was his: judgment now. ` There should be printed 
a moderate number of what had already been sent 
in, so that:those who were more immediately in~ 
terested.in the subject of which it treats, could. be 
supplied; and-then, when the agricultural portion 
should have been’ sent in, the whole Should. be 
printed and bound together, and sent ont to the 
country together, as one entire document, as it is. 
When bound together, the volume would not, as 
he understood, exceed seven or eight hundred 
pages, and both, because he desired to economize 
in the expense of. printing, as well as to send the 
report abroad in the form that shall be the most 
satisfactory to’ those among whom it was to be 
distributed, he would. not have it divided. 

Mr. ©. said they had already provided, that all 
documents of this character should be bound; and 
he understood that the binding cost about twelve 
and a half cents per volume. If bound separately, 
the first part would make but a very thin volume, 
while the expense of binding it would be as much 
per copy. as it would cost to bind both parts in one 
volume. Gentlemen would, therefore, see that 
little or nothing could be saved in expense, as the 
demand for the larger portion would be just about 
as great with, as without, the thirty thousand 
copies of the smaller portion, which it was pro- 
posed to print; and the expense of binding that 
number, will pay for printing as many copies of 
the first part, as was equal to the number they were 
likely to order of the ‘other. 

Bat he was not in favor of acting on the question 
of printing the agricultural portion of the docu- 
ment at this time. It had not, as he had already 
said, been communicated to the House, and there 
was, therefore, no propriety in ordering it now to 
be printed. Letus, said he, print a limited num- 
ber of the first part, and when the second part 
shall have been sent in, it would be soon enough 
to decide how many copies of that should be 
printed and bound with the other. For himself, 
he would say, that he would be in favor of print- 
ing.a. liberal, generous number. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, said, if this were 
a simple Patent-Office report, it would very prop- 
erly be bound in one volume; but, as had been 
stated, the report was in two divisions—one rela- 
ting to agriculture, the other to mechanics. Now, 
in this division proposed by the Committee on the 
Patent Office, and by the Patent Office itself, we 
saw the germ of the agricultural bureau. He did 
not know as he was especially hostile to this, es- 
pecially as resolutions had passed the Legislature 
of ‘Tennessee instructing their Senators and re- 
questing their Representatives to exert their influ- 
ence in favor of the establishment of this agricul- 
tural bureau, but he had thought proper to point 
out the object of this movement. He thought the 
separation of the two points of the report right; 
the two books ought not to be bound together, 
inasmuch as they were distinct. 

Mr. FOWLER inquired why the Committee 
on Printing made the distinction, and proposed so 
much a smaller number of the mechanical than of 
the agricultural portion of the report? 

Mr. McWILLIE replied, because the number 
of persons engaged in mechanical pursuits through- 
out the United States, was smaller than of persons 
engaged in pursuits of agriculture. 

Mr. FOWLER was understood to say, that last 
year ninety thousand copies of the Patent-Office 
report were ordered to be printed; and it was only 
proposed to print seventy thousand now, 

Mr. MeWILLIE stated, that there would be 
one hundred thousand of both parts of the report 
printed, if the recommendations of the Committee 
on Printing were followed. 

Mr. FOWLER said, his opinion concurred with 
that of the Committee on Printing as to a division 
of this report into two volumes. But they ought 
to print, if not an equal number, a much larger 
number than thirty thousand of the mechanical 
part. Though the number of persons engaged in 
the pursuits of agriculture was larger than the 
number of those engaged in mechanical pursuits, 
yet thirty thousand was nota number large enough 
for the mechanical portion. He was written to 
constantly by his constituents for the old reports. 
He hoped the number would be enlarged. He 
objected also to the delay proposed by the gentle- 
man from New York, (Mr. Concer,] and urged 


” 


| very material. 


the importance of the House immediately deciding 
what numbers of the two parts they would print, 
so as to. instruct the Committees on Engravings 
and on- Printing, as to the course they should take, 
and to facilitate the publication of both parts of |! 
the report. ag 

Mr. FULLER mentioned, as one reason for the |! 
separate publication of the two parts, the fact, that 
the mechanical. was already prepared; whereas, 
the ‘agricultural was not, and would not be, in 
three or four months. Another reason was, that 
the report. was too large to constitute one volume. - 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, inquired of 
the gentleman, [Mr. Fucier,] if the Committee on 
Printing had estimated the cost of the whole print- 
ing proposed by the resolutions? . 

Mr. FULLER replied, that that was impossible, 
because one part of the report was not yet made up. 

Mr. CONGER (Mr. FpLLerR yielding for ex- 
planation) repeated, that he desired simply to see 
a limited number of this report published at 
this time—sufficient to supply the more immediate 
wants of inventors, and when the other part was 
ready, to have both printed together—first, because 
those who wanted the report, wished it entire;and, 
second, on account of economy, as it would cost as 
much to bind a small portion as to bind the whole 
work. 

Mr. FULLER replied, if oniy a few copies of 
apart of the report were printed, and the publi- 
cation of the rest suspended, the expense would 
he increased. The gendeman’s proposition, there- 
fore, would certainly not tend to economy. 

Mr. BAYLY moved the previous question. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, appealed to the 
gentleman from Virginia to withdraw the demand, 
to enable him (Mr. McL.) to move to recommit 
the resolution. 

Mr. BAYLY said he had no objection. He 
would withdraw the motion if the.gentleman would 
renew it upon the motion to recommit, 

Mr. McLANE declining to pledge himself to 
renew the demand for the previous question. 

Mr. BAYLY adhered to that demand. 

The question was taken by tellers—(Mr. Ven- 
aste and Mr. Kine of Rhode Island)—who re- 
ported—ayes 66, noes 54. i 

So the demand for the previous question was 
seconded. 

The main question was ordered, viz., upon the 
passage of the resolution, and being taken, was 
decided in. the negative—ayes 60, noes 69. 

So the resolution was rejected. 

Mr. McLANE moved to reconsider the vote. 

After some inquiries and conversation on points 
of order, 

At the suggestion of Mr. CROWELL, 

Mr. McLANE moved to postpone the consid- 
eration of the motion to reconsider until to-mor- 
row. 

The motion was rejected—ayes 53, noes 67. 

The motion to reconsider the vote, by which the 
resolution was rejected, still remaining before the | 
House, 

Mr. CHANDLER called for the reading of the 
resolution, which was read. 

Mr. McLANE said his object was to recom- 


mit the resolution, with instructions to the Com- lj 


mittee on Printing to report a resolution, providing 
that not more than fitty thousand copies should be 
printed—one hundred thousand copies would give 
four or five hundred to each member of the House. 
He objected to printing such large numbers, as an |} 
indirect mode of conferring patronage upon them- |! 
selves. No gentleman would deny, that it was | 
impossible to distribute four or five hundred 
copies of this large bound book with impartiality 
among his constituents. They could not confine | 
the distribution of so many copies to public insti- 
tutions alone. Their correspondents daily called 
for these books. Democrats received letters from | 
persons in other districts, asking for them, because 
their Representative happened to be a Whig. He || 
knew this to be the case with himself and his col- 
leagues; it was so with the House. That was not |} 
He only referred to it, to show | 
that this was a system of patronage, corrupt pat- | 
ronage. . He did not object to vote any proper | 
amount of money for documents ordered by Con- | 
gress in a proper way, but be did object to this | 
proposition, to distribute four or five hundred | 
copies of this large book in each district, among a 
constituency of twelve to twenty thousand voters. 


He was, therefore, in favor of reducing the num- 


‘every incorporated library. 


ber of copies to fifty thousand, and providing that 
twenty-five thousand should be distributed by the 
Clerk of the House. The gentleman from Mis- _ 
sissippi [Mr. Brown] had introduced a resolution, 
proposing that two copies. of each document or- 
dered to be printed by Congress, should be sent to 
each county in every State. He would go farther, 
and provide that one or more should be sent to 
Thus twenty-five 
thousand copies would be distributed by the Clerk, 


| and twenty-five thousand would be divided among 


the members. of the House, to be distributed by 
them; and this would give one hundred copies to 
each member. He- submitted that that was 
patronage enough. He would infinitely prefer 
that two hundred thousand should be distributed 
by the Clerk, to one hundred thousand by the 
members, He would, therefore, move to recom- 
mit the resolution, with instructions to the com- 
mittee to report a resolution embodying these 
views. 

Mr. BAYLY obtained the floor— 

The SPEAKER stated, that the motion to re- 
commit with instructions, was not now in order, 
as the motion to reconsider was pending. 

Mr. BAYLY said that, the proposed instruc- 
tions of the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. 
McLane] were a complete non-sequitur to the 
gentleman’s speech. The gentleman had shown 
that this growing patronage to members, in the 
form of books, which they could not distribute 
impartially, was wrong, and the proper conclusion 
from that argument would have been, to reject the 
resolution. 

Mr. McLANS explained, that his, proposition 
would reduce the number by one-half, 

Mr. BAYLY replied, therefore it would be but 
half as objectionable; but it involved the same 
principle and the same abuse against which the 
gentleman had spoken. He (Mr. B.) was opposed 
in part, for the reasons which had been stated by 
the gentleman from Maryland, to the reprinting of 
this report. But there were other reasons; he 
| held in his hand a reprint of the first half by the 
“ Tribune” establishment in New York, which 
had furnished the second half as soon as it was 
submitted to Congress. (By way of parenthesis, 
he would say that it was a beautiful commentary 
upon the present system of Congressional printing, 
that they first received the public documents printed 
through private enterprise.) This copy cost 
twenty-five cents, he was informed; every person 
in the United States who wanted the report could 
| afford to pay twenty-five cents for it. There was, 


|; therefore, no propriety in publishing it at the ex- 


pense of the Government. But the expense to the 
| Government did not stop with its publication; 


|| there was the farther expense of envelopes and of 


transportation, In other words, the Government 
paid a price entirely disproportioned to the value 
| received. He was therefore opposed to the motion 
to reconsider. 

Mr. WHITE said he was willing to take the 
responsibility of printing this docament, and the 
largest namber. It was a document sought for by 
the industrious and enterprizing classes through- 
out the community before all others. For the last 
two years, these classes had received’ but little 
benefit from Congress. He hoped this informa- 
tion would be furnished them. He should there- 


| fore vote for the motion to reconsider. 


Mr. FOWLER hoped the motion to reconsider 
would prevail, and for the object indicated by the 
gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. McLang,] to 
recommit to the Committee on Printing. But 
instead of instructing the committee to report 
in favor of printing 50,000 copies, he was in 
favor of instructing them to report for the printing 


į of 100,000 copies, and he would print the twa 


parts together. The gentleman from Maryland 
had spoken of this report as of little value 

Mr. McLANE explained that the gentleman 
had entirely misapprehended his remarks, and 
that he had made not the remotest allusion to the 
value of the report. 

Mr. FOWLER received the correction with 
pleasure. He (Mr. F.) believed that no docu- 
ment was sent forth to the country, so well calcu- 
lated to produce the best results, as this report from 
the Patent Office. To begin retrenchment by re- 
fusing to disseminate public information, was be- 


| ginning at the wrong end. The interests of agri- 


culture had not been regarded by Congress, as they 


| deserved to be regarded. Let them diffuse inform x 


A Rs 


ation upon the subject throughout the country. -He 
was in favor of publishing the two. parts together, 
because it would save expense, and. because. the 
man who wanted the one part, also wanted the 
other. If 100,000 copies were ordered and printed, 
he would receive but about. 400 copies to-be dis- 
tributed among all his constituents, most of whom 
were agriculturists or mechanics. He hoped.that 
the motion to reconsider would prevail, and that the 
committee would be instructed to report in: favor 
of the printing of 100,000 copies, which their con- 
stituents, all over the country, would justify. 

Mr. TOOMBS. expressed the. hope, that the 
motion to reconsider would not prevail, and con- 
curred in the reasons stated by the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. Bayzy.] The reason that had 
been assigned by the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, and other gentlemen in favor of the resolution, 
was, that every body wanted thedocument. Was 
it the business of Congress to print works to teach 
the people upon their own interests? If they 
adopted this principle, they might as well print any 
other valuable book. If any man in his district 
wanted this document, let him buy it; he was against 
publishing it at the expense of the whole people 
when but few of them would be benefited. The 


report might be valuable; but if it was like its || 


predecessor, it was not worth the paper upon 
which it was printed. He was opposed to publish- 
ing it here, at a large expense, to be franked home 
by gentlemen, loading down the mails, for elec- 
tloneering purposes. 

He opposed the system on account of its unfavor- | 
able effects upon the system of cheap postage. A | 
good deal was said about the abolition of the frank- | 
ing privilege: he had no idea gentlemen would 
deny themselves of this privilege; it would be de- 
feated in some way or other. But if it were 
abolished, these very constituents who were repre- 
sented as so clamerous for this document, would 
not pay the postage upon it. They could buy it 
at the stores for a less sum. i 

His colleagye [Mr. Jrepresented a constitu- | 
ency of twenty thousand voters. He would re- 
ceive something like five hundred copies, which 
would be one copy for every forty of his con- 
stituents. A gentleman said that his constituents 
would pay the expense; thirty-nine would pay it 
for the fortieth who received the document. 

The reason for printing public documents was 
different from that on which gentlemen sought to | 
defend this printing. It was to inform the people 
as to the action of their own Government in its 
Executive and Legislative Departments. Confine 
the public printing to this legitimate sphere, and 
they would get their documents printed in time 
for the action of Congress, upon the subjects 
which they embraced, and for the early informa- 
tion of the people, upon the action of their Gov- 
ernment. 

The printing of this one document, alone, by 
the last Congress, had cost $40,000, and this, inde- 
pendently of the expense of binding, which would 


tell. the gentleman, that this was done, and the 

public money squandered, by passing these slimy | 
claims, which were urged upon Congress by spec- 
ulators, or by creating sinecures. in the various 
public. departments; but it was. not by publishing 
information. West of the mountains, the people 
got nothing from the Government but intelligence. 
Of the $30,000,000 which were annually taken from 
the people, to supply. the Treasury, why should 


j 


the dollar, in the way of information ? 

But he took issue with the gentleman from 
Georgia, [Mr. Toomss,] in his argument, that this 
was illegitimate information to be published by 
| Congress. The Patent Office was established to 
| guarantee the fruits of inventive genius, and to in- 
form the people of what was dore in the way of 
inventions, and mechanical improvements. The 
object of the Agricultural Bureau was, to gather 
useful information, relative to the soils and crops 
of the country, and to the interests of agriculture 
generally. Yet, gentlemen would refuse this in- 
formation, to effecta pitiful saving! Out of the 
$30,000,000 which were squandered annually {a 
laugh]—he was going to say—by this Govern- 
ment, not two-and-a-half millions crossed the Al- 
leghanies. It was unaccountable to him, that 
gentlemen, who were found ready to vote their 
thousands upon thousands into the pockets of 
the broken-down offspring of illustrious sires, be- 
cause he happened to be born of some of the “f— 
f-,” &c., [a laugh) family of this Republic, 
should object to this poor pittance, to spread 
broadcast over the country, information which 
pertained to the practical interests of the people. 
He would vote for the printing of [00,000 copies, 
and would be willing to duplicate the number, and 
meet the responsibility before his constituents. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, said, that the 
suggestion of his friend from Ohio, [Mr.Carrrer,]} 
that the number of this report should be increased 
to 100,000, would give one copy for about every 
twenty-five voters; and the expense of printing 
this large number of documents, is to be paid out 


|! of the common fund, to which all, without dis- į 
Now, this ! 


! tinction, are compelled to contribute. 
mode of distributing books through the numerous 
election districts, appeared to him to be very like 
gammon. He had no faith in the pretext set up, 
that these large publications are necessary to in- 
form our constituents what we are doing. If his 
friend from Ohio was desirous to inform his con- 
stituents what we are doing here, why did he not 
move to print 100,000 copies of our journal of 
proceedings? That was the proper way to show 
the people what we are doing here. Fle would be 
glad to hear his friend from Ohio submit a propo- | 
| sition to print 100,000 copies of the Journal for 
| circulation. 

But he did not regard this as the real object of 
the suggestion. It could not be concealed from 


of the personal patronage of members. If it were 


now be incurred—a sum equal to the expenses of 
the Executive, Legislative, and Judiciary Depart- 
ments of some States. He was utterly opposed 
to this expensive system of book-making by Con- 
ress. | 
Mr. CARTTER favored the reconsideration of | 
the resolution, for reasons the very reverse of | 
those which had been alleged by the gentleman | 
from Maryland, and others. Because all the 
people could not be furnished with this report, 
gentlemen had come to the grave conclusion that 
none should be. All were aware that, by the pub- 
lie documents which they ordered printed, at the 
expense of the national treasury, they could not 
enlighten every citizen of the United States, as to 
the details of their legislation; but this was a poor 
argument against their sending forth, to the people, 
any of the printed records of Congress. 
it had been said, by the gentleman from Mary- 
land, (Mr. McLane,] that this was a corrupt 
system of patronage, and the means of imposing 
upon their several constituencies. He (Mr. C.) 
admitted, that they must choose to whom of their 
constituents they would send the document. But 
if the Representative was corrupt enough not to 
exercise a sound discretion in this matter, jet him 
tell the gentleman that the people were not such 
fools as he took them to be: the Representative 
would find that out at the next election. [A laugh.] 
But the idea of corrupting the people, by dis- 
seminating information among them! Let him 


| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 


not so, we should not see so much interest exhib- 
ited about this question. Weall know very well 
what an effect might be sometimes produced by 
sending a book to some particular constituent, in 
a doubtful part of a district, in securing his exer- 
tions in favor of the member who had sentit. He 
was well aware of the uselessness of opposing | 
measures of this kind. Where the personal inter- 
est of members were to be promoted by a propo- 
sition, he Knew that opposition was of no avail. 


the system. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, (Mr. Brown 
yielding the floor at his request,) desired to cor- 
rect a misrepresentation of his remarks by the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. CARTTER-] That gen- 
tleman had misunderstood the tendency of his re- 
marks, when he attributed to him that he intended 
to charge corruption on the constituency. 

Mr. CARTTER puta question which was not 
i heard. 

Mr. McLANE resumed. If his friend from 
! Ohio would listen to him, he would be satisfied. 
What he had said was, that to vote to every 
| member the privilege of disposing of five hundred 
| copies of any book, would have the effect of cor- 
rupting those who exercised the privilege. No 
member could conscientiously perform such a 
duty, because he would be compelled to select the 
| individuals to whom he would furnish the book, 
|! and this would, in the nature of things, tend to an 


| 


they not be permittéd to receive back five mills on | 


the country that the real object was, the increase || 


Last year he had made a fruitless effort to arrest | 


| abuse of the privilege. It was not a correct view:., 

lof his remarks which the gentleman from Ohio 

| took, when he attributed to him a desire to. with- < 
| hold intelligence.from the people. He reminded 
gentlemen that it had become a practice with the, 
| publishers of the city of New York, to make ar- 
| rangements by which they were enabled to publish. 

| these reports ata low price. To multiply books, — 

| therefore, would be merely to give new facilities 

to this practice. : 

__Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, rose to inquire 

if the morning hour had not elapsed; and if it. 
had, he moved to proceed to the orders of the 


ay. 
The CHAIR stated, that the motion to consider 
was a privileged question. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, then resumed 
his remarks. He had introduced a proposition to 
| the House, providing for the distribution of these 
documents among the public institutions, the pub- 
lic libraries, and public schools. He was always 
prepared to vote for the printing of all information 
which could promote the public interest. : 

If ever he should be so fortunate as to get his 
resolution back from the Committee, and it should 
be taken up for the action of the Flouse, he had no. 
doubt that it would be voted down, because he was 
very certain that members would never be found 
willing to part with the patronage which the dis- 
tribution of these books gives to them. It is evi- _ 
dently their intention that. this system should go 
on, for the purpose of continuing to them the pat- 
ronage which grew outof it. He was against the 
system,and should oppose the printing of so large 
a number of the documents. 

Mr. VENABLE rose to address the House, 
when 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, begged to in- 
| quire if it would be as convenient for the gentleman 
from North Carolina to make his remarks to-mor- 
row? Ifso, he would, with the consent of that gen- 
tleman, move to suspend the rules, and that the . 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
| on the state of the Union, for the purpose of takin 
up the Message of the President of the Unite 
States on the subject of California. 

Mr. VENABLE gave his assent. 

Mr. STANTON then moved to suspend the 
rules, and that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. STANTON waived the motion for a few 
moments, at the request of Mr. Baycy. 


FORTIFICATION BILL. $ 

Mr. BAYLY, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported.a bill making appropriation: ; 
for certain fortifications of the United ‘States: for. 
the fiscal year, ending 30th June, 1851; which was 
read twice by its title, referred to the Committee . 
of the Whole on the state of the Unjon, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

DEFICIENCY BILL. 

Mr. BAYLY also, from the Committee of, 
Ways and Means, reported a bill to supply defi- 
clencies in the appropriations for the service of the 
| fiscal year, ending 30th June, 1850; which was read 
twice by its title, referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to 
be printed. i 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Sraxrox, of Tennessee, and was decited in 
the affirmative. 


CALIFORNIA. 

So the House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr, Boyn, 
ii of Kentucky, in the chair,) and resumed. the con- 
| sideration of the special message of the President 
relating to California, &c. J 

Mr. HILLIARD (to whom the foor had; for 
| purposes of explanation, been yielded by Mr. 
Sranton, of Kentucky, who was entitled to it) was 
proceeding to address the committee... - 

Before doing so,.the committee consented that 
the time occupied in explanation by Mr. HILLIARD 
or Mr. Srawzy, should not be deducted from the 
hour of the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Sran- 
TON.) fhe Bae o 

Explanations and rejoinders, personal and po- 
litical, occupying upward of. an hour, were then 
made by Messrs. HiLrrarn and STANLY. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, to whom 
allusion had been made by both gentlemen in the 
course of their remarks, then endeavored to ob- 
tain the floor. 
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` Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, consented. to 
yield it; but as unanimous consent was required, 
and objection being made, Mr. Stevens could not 
proceed. . 
Mr. STANTON then took the floor, (laboring 
under sevére hoarseness,) and spoke but a few 
minutes, when he yielded to a motion that the 
committee rise. : g 
The mation having been agreed to, the commit- 
tee rose and reported, 
` And the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &c. 


The following memorials, petitions, &c., were 
presented ‘under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees: 

On motion by Mr. JACKSON, it was ordered, that leave 


de granted to withdraw from the files of the House the pe- 
tition and papers of Zepheniah Halsey and Patience Cor- 


din. 

By Mr. FULLER: The petition of Andrew Ring and 120 

other citizens of Satem, praying Congress to abolish the al- 
towance of spirit rations and the practice of flogging in the 
navy. 
By Mr. FOWLER: The petition of Artemas Hale and 
120 other citizens of Bristol and Plymouth counties, Massa- 
chusetts, pe ying for an appropriation for the improvement 
of navigation in Taunton Great river. 

By Mr. SCHOOLCRAFT: The petition of Benjamin 
Tuthum and Henry B. Tuthum, for the extension of n pat- 
ent granted to them in 1841, for the manufacture of lead 

ipe, 

By Mr. PUTNAM: The petition of O. Doolittle and 38 
others, of Wethersfield. New York, that postage on prepaid 
letters, not exceeding halt an ounce in weight, be established 
altwo cents. 

Also, a like petition of 
China, New York. G 

By Mr. REED: The petition of John Ferguson and 69 
others, of Mount Jackson, Pennsylvania, for cheap postage. 

Also, of John Henry and 36 others, of Lawrenceville, 
Pennsylvania, for cheap postage. 

By Mr. STRONG: The petition of James A, Richards, 
James L, McMichael, and 74 other citizens of Berks county, 
Pennsylvania, without distinction of party, Praying for 
modifications of the present tariff, and for a ch mge from 
ad valorem to specifie duties, 

By Mr. CABLE, of Ohio: A petition from William Hick, 
and 33 other citizens of Columbiana, Ohio, for the free- 
dom of the public Jands. 

Also, one from S. G. McKee and 78 other citizens of 
Carroll county, Ohio, for the same object. 

Also, a memoriat from Win. Bick, on the same subject. 

Also, a petition from Benjamin Allen and 32 citizens 
of Columbiana, Ohio, for cheap postage. 

By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of.J. G. Butler and 
others, citizens of Niles, Trumbull county, Ohio praying 
the establishment of a rate of postage on prepaid fetters at 
two cents per half ounce, 

Also, the petition of D. B. Hadley and others, citizens of 
Summit county, Ohio, praying n rate of postage not exceed- 
ing two cents, an leiters for all distances, and permitting 


Gideon Arnold and 12 others, of 


newspapers to be carried forty miles free of postage, and 
also, for abolishing the franking privilege, 

By Mr. GERRY: The petition of Thomas Blanchard, 
praying an appropriation for the purchase of his patent war- 
machine, for the use of the navy, 

By Mr. JACKSON: ‘The petition of H, M 
H. Phillips, and 130 others, mechanics of Chemung county, 
New York, praving the repeal of the actof Congress, passed 
February 26, 1845, extending to the heirsand representatives 
of the date William Woodworth, the rights secured to him 
in 1828, under the patent inw of the United States, in re- 
gard to a certain planing machine. The reasons for the 
repeal are set fori in che petition. 

By Mr. SCHERMERHORN: The petition of Isaac Moore 
and 60) others, citizens of the county of Monroe, New 
York, asking for the repeal of the act of 1845, extending the 
patent for a planing machine granted to William Wood- 
worth, 

Also, concurrent resolutions of the Legislature of the 
State of New York, in relation to an act extending the 
painit for a planing machine, granted to William Wood- 
worth. 


+ Partridge, W. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, March 7, 1850. 


” Atan carly hour this morning, the Senate cham- 
ber was completely occupied by ladies and sneh 
few gentlemen as had been able to obtain admit« 
tance, who endured several hours patient possession 
of seats, and even of the floor, that they might 
hear the long-ex pected speech of the Senator from 
Massachusetts. 

The VICE PRESIDENT called the Senate to 
order at five minutes to twelve o’clock, and the 
devotional exercises were performed by the Chap- 
lain, the Rev. C. M. Bururr. 

The Journal of yesterday was about to be read, 
when 

Mr. BADGER moved that the reading of the 
Journal be dispensed with. 

The VICE PRESIDENT said he was in doubt | 
whether that could be done without the unani- | 
mous consent of the Senate, 

The Secrerany accordingly read the Journal || 
of the proceedings of yesterday. H 


: ADMISSION OR LADIES. aod 

Mr. FOOTE... Mr. President, I move that the 
ladies be permitted to occupy the floor, which 
they now are doing. [{Laughter.] | 

The VICE PRESIDENT.. The Senator from | 
Mississippi [Mr. Foote] moves that the ladies be | 
permitted to occupy the floor. This motion re- 
quires unanimous consent. i 

Mr. HALE. I move to amendthe motion of the 
Senator from Mississippi, by substituting the word 
“invited” for the word “ permitted.’’ [Laughter.] 

Mr. FOOTE. I will not be fastidious, but Í 
do not know why they should be invited when 
they already ‘have possession. 

Mr. CLEMENS, Would it not be well enough 
to make the Sergeant-at-Arms clear the gallery of 
its male occupants, so as to allow the ladies to oc- 
cupy it—as we then could act with more comfort? 
Somebody must be put to inconvenience-—either 
the Senate, or the ladies, (which I do not desire,) 
orthe male occupants. Some such action is ne- 
cessary for the proper transaction of the business 
of the Senate, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is the motion of 
the Senator from Mississippi objected to ? 

Mr. FOOTE, I would suggest to the honorable 
Senator, that he should not make the innocent re- 
sponsible.- The ladies are never disorderly, and I 
do not see why they should be made responsible 
for the disorderly conduct of our sex. I think, 
under the circumstances, it is better that my mo- 
tion should be adopted, and I will participate with 
him in any action he may propose for the purpose 
of clearing the galleries of disorderly men, if there 
be any found there, or compelling them to be 
orderly, which I am sorry to say, they are not 
always upon occasions of this sort. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair hears 
no objection to the motion, and the order of the 
Senate will be executed. 


THE COMPROMISE. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolutions sub- 
mitted by the Senator from Kentucky, were made 
the special order of the day at 12 o’clock. On 
this subject the Senator from Wisconsin, [Mr. 
Watker,] has the floor, 

, Mr. ALKER. Mr. President, this vast 
audience has notassembled to hear me, and there 
is but one man, in my opinion, who can assemble 
such an audience. They «expect to hear him, 
and I feel it to be my duty, as well as my pleasure, 
to give the floor, therefore, to the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts. I understand it is immaterial to him 
upon which of these questions he speaks, and, there- 
fore, I will not move to postpone the special order. 

Mr. WEBSTER.* [ beg to express my obliga- 
tions to my friend from Wisconsin, (Mr. Wark- 
ER,] as well as to my friend from New York, [Mr. 
Sewarp,] for their courtesy in allowing me to ad- 
dress the Senate this morning. 

Mr. President, I wish to speak to-day, not as a 
Massachusetts man, nor asa northern man, butas 
an American, and a member of the Senate of the 
United States. Itis fortunate that there is a Senate 
of the United States; a body not yet moved from 
its propriety, not lost to a just sense of its own 
dignity, and its own high responsibilities, and a 
body to which the country looks with confidence, 
for wise, moderate, patriotic, and healing counsels, 
It is not to be denied that we live in the midst of 
strong agitations, and surrounded by very consid- 
erable dangers to our institutions of government. 
The imprisoned winds are let loose. The East, 
the West, the North, and the stormy South, all 
combine to throw the whole ocean into commotion, 
to toss its billows to the skies, and to disclose 
its profoundest depths. I do not expect, Mr. 
President, to hold, or to be fit to hold, the helm in 
this combat of the political elements; but I have a 
duty to perform, and I mean to perform it with 
fidelity—not without a sense of ‘the surrounding 
dangers, but not without hope. Ihave a part to 
act, not for my own security or safety, for I am 
looking out for no fragment upon which to float 
away from the wreck, if wreck there must be, but | 
for the good of the whole, and the preservation of 
the whole; and there is that which will keep me to 
my duty during this struggle, whether the sun and 
the stars shall appear, or shall not appear, for many 
days. I speak to-day for the preservation of the 
Union. “ Hear me for my cause.’ I speak to- 


day, out of a solicitous and anxious heart, for the 
restoration to the country of that quiet and that 
harmony which make the blessings of this Union 
so rich and so dear tous all. These are the topics 
that I propose to myself to discuss; these are the 
motives, and the sole motives, that influence me in 
the wish to communicate my opinions to the Sen- 
ate and the country; and if I can do anything, 
however little, for the promotion of these ends, I 
shall have accomplished all that l desire. 

Mr. President, it may not be amiss to recur 
very briefly to the events which, equally sudden 
and extraordinary, have brought the political con- 
dition of the country to what it now is. In May, 
1846, the United States declared war against Mex- 
ico. Her armies, then on the frontiers, entered 
the provinces of that Republic, met and defeated 
all her troops, penetrated her mountain passes, 
and occupied her capital. The marine force of the 
United States took possession of her forts and her 
towns on the Atlantic and on the Pacific. Inless 
than two years a treaty was negotiated, by which 
Mexico ceded to the United States a vast territory, 
extending seven or eight hundred miles along 
the shores of the Pacific—reaching back over the 
mountains, and across the desert, until itjoined the 
frontier of the State of Texas. It so happened, 
that, in the distracted and feeble state of the Mex- 
ican Government, before the declaration of war 
by the United States against Mexico had become 
known ïn California, that the people of California 
~—under the lead of American officers, perhaps, gen- 
erally—overthrew the existing Provincial Govern- 
ment of California, the Mexican authorities, and 
run up an independent flag. When the news 
arrived at San Francisco, that war had been de- 
clared by the United States against Mexico, this 
independent flag was pulled down, and the stars 
and stripes of this Union hoisted in its stead. So, 
sir, before the war was over, the powers of the 
United States, military and naval, had possession 
of San Francisco and Upper California, and a 
great rush of emigrants, from various parts of the 
world, took place into California, in 1846 and 1847. 
But now, behold another wonder. 

In January of 1848, the Mormons, it is said, or 
some of them, made a discovery of an extraordi- 
narily rich mine of gold; or, rather, of a very 
great quantity of gold, hardly fit to be called a mine, 
for it was spread near the surface—on the lower 
part of the south or American branch of the Sac- 
ramento. They seem to have attempted to con- 
ceal their discovery for some time; but soon an- 
other discovery, perhaps of greater importance, 
was made, of gold in another part of the American 
branch of the Sacramento, and near Sutter’s fort, 
as it is called. The fame of these discoveries 
spread far and wide. They excited more and more 
the spirit of emigration toward California, which 
had already been excited; and persons crowded in 
hundreds, and . flocked toward the Bay of San 
Francisco. This, as I have said, took place in the 
winter and spring of 1848. The digging com- 
menced in the spring of that year; and from that 
time to this, the work of searching for gold has 
been prosecuted with a success not heretofore 
known in the history of this globe. Weall know, 
sir, how incredulous the American public was atthe 
accounts which reached us at first of these discov- 
eries; but we all know that these accounts received, 
and continue to receive, daily confirmation; and 
down to the present moment, T suppose the assur- 
ances are as strong, after the experience of these 
several months, of mines of gold, apparently inex- 
haustible, in the regions near San Francisco, in 
California, as they were at any period of the earlier 
dates of the accounts. It so happened, sir, that 
although in the time of peace it became a very im- 
portant subject for legislative consideration and 
legislative decision, to provide a proper territorial 
government for California, yet, differences of opin- 
ion in the counsels of the Government prevented 
the establishment of any such territorial govern- 
ment for California, at the last session of Congress. 
Under this state of things, the inhabitants of San 
Francisco and California —then amounting toa 
great number of people—in the summer of last 
year, thought itto be their duty to establish a local ` 
government. Under the proclamation of General 
Riley, the people chose delegates to a convention. 
That convention metat Monterey. They formed 
a constitution for the State of California, and it 


[* Mr. Wensrer’s revised speech will be found in the 
Appendix.’ 


was adopted by the people of California in their 
primary assemblages. Desirous of.immediate con- 


1850. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


nection with the United States, its Senators were 
appointed and Representatives chosen, who have 
come hither, bringing with them: the authentic 
constitution of the State of California; and they 
now present themselves, asking.in behalf of their 
State, that the State may be admitted into this 
Union as one of the United States. This consti- 
tution, sir, contains an express prohibition against 
slavery or involuntary servitude in the State of 
California. It is said, and I suppose truly, that of 
the members who composed that convention, some 
sixteen were natives, and had been residents of the 
slaveholding States, and about twenty-two were 
from the non-slaveholding States, and the remain- 
ing ten members were either native Californians, 
or old settlers in that country. This prohibition 
against slavery, it is said was inserted with entire 
unanimity? 

Mr. HALE. Will the Senator give way until 
order is restored? ` 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Sergeant-at- 
Arms will see that order is restored, and no more 
persons admitted to the floor, 

Mr. CASS. I trust the scene of the other day 
will not be repeated. The Sergeant-at-Arms must 
display more energy in suppressing this disorder. 

Mr. HALE. ‘The noise is outside of the door. 

Mr. WEBSTER. And itis this circumstance, 
sir, the prohibition of slavery by that convention, 
which has contributed to raise—I do not say 
it has wholly raised—the dispute as to the pro- 
priety of the admission of California into the 
Union under this constitution. It is not to be de- 
nied, Mr. President—nobody thinks of denying — 
that, whatever reasons were assigned at the com- 
mencement of the Jate war with Mexico, it was 
prosecuted for the purpose of the acquisition of 
territory, and under the alleged argument that the 
cession of territory was the only form in which 
proper compensation could be made to the United 
States, by Mexico, for the various claims and de- 
mands which the people of this country had against 
that Government. Atany rate, it will be found that 
President Polk’s message at the commencement of 


the session of December, 1847, avowed, that the | 


war was to be prosecuted until some acquisition 
of territory was made, And, as the acquisition 
was to be south of the line of the United States, 
in warm climates and countries, it was nat- 
urally, I suppose, expected by the South, that 
whatever acquisitions were made in that region, 
would be added to the slaveholding portion of the 
United States. Events have turned out as was 
not expected, and that expectation has not been 
realized; and therefore some degree of disappoint- 
ment and surprise has resulted, of course. In 
other words, it is obvious that the question which 
has so long harassed the country, and at times 
very seriously alarmed the minds of wise and good 
men, has come upon us for a fresh discussion—the 
question of slavery in these United States. 

Now, sir, I propose—perhaps at the expense of 
detail and consequent detention of the Senate—to 
review, historically, this question of slavery, 
which—partly in consequence of its own merits, 
and partly, perhaps mostly, in the manner it is 
discussed, in one and the other portion of the 
country—has been a source of so much alienation 
and unkind feeling between the different portions 
of the Union. We all know, sir, that slavery has 
existed in the world from time immemorial. There 
was slavery, in the earliest periods of history, in 
the Oriental nations. There was slavery among 
the Jews—the theocratic government of that people 
made no injunction against it. There was slavery 
among the Greeks; and the ingenious philosophy 
of the Greeks found, or sought to find, a justifica- 
tion for it, exactly upon the grounds which have 
been assumed, for such a justification, in this 
country; that is, a natural and original difference 
among the races of mankind—the inferiority of the 
black or colored race, to the white.., The Greeks 
justified their system of slavery upon that ground 
precisely. They held the African, and in some 
parts, the Asiatic tribes, to be inferior to the white 
race; but they did not show, I think, by any close 

rocess of logic, that, if this were true, the more 
intelligent and the stronger, had therefore a right 
to subjugate the weaker. o. 

The more manly philosophy, and jurisprudence 
of the Romans, placed the justification of slavery 
on entirely different grounds. 

The Roman jurists, from the first, and down to 
the fall of the empire, admitied that slavery was 


i 
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againgt the natural law, by which, as they main- 
| tained, all men, of whatsoever clime, color or capa- 
| city, were-equal; but they justified slavery—first, 
| upon the ground and authority of the law of na- 
tions—arguing, and arguing truly, that at that day 
the conventional law of nations admitted, that cap- 
tives in war, whose lives, according to the notions 
of the times, were at the absolute disposal of the 
captors, might, in exchange for exemption from 
death, be made slaves for life, and that such servi- 
tude might descend to their posterity. The jurists 
-of Rome also maintained that, by the civil law, 
there might be servitude—slavery, personal and 
hereditary—first, by the voluntary act of an indi- 
vidual who might sell himself into slavery; second, 
by his being received into a state of slavery, by 
his creditors, in satisfaction of a debt; and, thirdly, 
by being placed in a state of servitude, or slavery, 
for crime. At the introduction of Christianity 
into the world, the Roman world was full of slaves, 
and I suppose there is to be found no injunction 
against that relation between man and man in the 
teachings by the Gospel of Jesus Christ, or by 
any of his Apostles. The object of the instruc- 
tion, imparted to mankind, by the founder of 
Christianity, was to touch the heart, purify the 
soul, and improve the lives of individual men. 
That object went directly to the first fountain of 
all political and all social relations of the human 
race—the individual heart and mind of man. 
Now, sir, upon the general nature, and charac- 


| ter, and influence of slavary, there exists a wide 


difference between the northern portion of this 
country and the southern. It is said, on the one 
side, that if not the subject of any injunction or 
direct prohibition in the New Testament, slavery 
is a wrong; that it is founded merely in the right 
of the strongest; and that it is an oppression, like 


mighty nation subjects a weaker nation to their 
will; and that slavery, in its nature, whatever may 
be said of it in the modifications which have taken 
place, is not in fact according to the meek spirit 
of the Gospel. It is not kindly affectioned, ft 
does not ** seek another’s, and not its own.” It 
does not ‘let the oppressed go free.” These are 
sentiments that are cherished, and recently with 
greatly augmenied force, among the people of the 
northern States. It has taken hold of the religious 
sentiment of that part of the country, as it has 
more or less taken hold of the religious feel- 
ings of a considerable portion of mankind. The 


| South, upon the other side, having been accustom- 


ed to this relation between the two races all their 
lives, from their birth; having been taught in gen- 
eral to treat the subjects of this bondage with care 
and kindness—and I believe, in general, feeling for 
them great care and kindness—have yet not taken 
this view of the subject which l have mentioned. 
There are thousands of religious men, with con- 
sciences as tender as any of their brethren at the 
North, who do not see the unlawfulness of slavery ; 
and there are more thousands, perhaps, that, what- 
soever they may think of it in its origin, and asa 
matter depending upon natural right, yet take 
things as they are, and, finding slavery to be an 
established relation of the society where they live, 
can see no way in which—let their opinions on the 
abstract question be what they may—it is in the 


| power of the present generation to relieve them- 


selves from this relation. And, in this respect, 
candor obliges me to say, that I believe they are 
just as conscientious, many of them—and of the 
religious people, all of them—as they are in the 
North, in holding different opinions. 

Why, sir, the honorable Senator from South 
Carolina, the other day, alluded to the great sep- 
aration of that great religious community, the 


was brought about by differences of opinion upon 
this peculiar subject of slavery. I felt great con- 
cern, as that dispute went on, about the result; 
and I was in hopes that the difference of opinion 
might be adjusted, because | looked upon that re- 
ligious denomination as one of the great props of 
religion and morals, throughout the whole coun- 
try, from Maine to Georgia. The result was 
against my wishes and against my hopes. I have 
read all their proceedings, and all their arguments, 
but I have never yet been able to come to the con- 
clusion, that there was any real ground for that 
separation; in other words, that no good could be 
produced by that separation. Sir, when a ques- 
tion of this kind takes hold of the religious senti- 


all unjust wars—like all those conflicts by which a” 


Methodist Episcopal Church. That separation | 


ments of mankind, and comes to -be discussed in 
religious assemblies of the clergy and laity, there 
is always to be expected, or always to be jeared, 
a great degree of excitement. Jt is in ihe nature 
of man, manifested by his whole history, that re- 
ligious disputes. are apt. to become warm; and 
men’s strength of conviction is proportionate. to 
their views of the magnitude. of the questions. 
In all such disputes, there will sometimes be men 
found with whom everything is absolute—abso- 
lutely wrong, or absolutely right. They see the 
right clearly; they think others ought to dó it, and 
they are disposed to establish a broad line of dis- 
tinction between what they think right, and what 
they hold to be wrong. And they are not seldom 
willing to establish that line upon their own con- 
vietions of the truth and the justice of their own 

opinions, but they are willing to mark and guard 

that line, by placing along it a series of dogmas, 

as lines of boundary are marked by posts and 
stones. There are men, who, with clear percep- 
tions, as they think, of their own duty, do not see 
how too hot a pursuit of one duty may involve 
them in the violation of another, or how too warm 
an embracement of one truth may lead toa dis- 
regard of other truths equally important. As I 
heard it stated strongly, not many days ago, these 
persons are disposed to mount upon. some duty as 
a war-horse, and to drive furiously on, and upon, 
and over all other duties, that may stand in the 
way. There are men, who, in times of that sort, 

and disputes of that sort, are of opinion, that hu- 

man duties may be ascertained with the precision 

of mathematics. They deal with morals as with 

mathematics, and they think what is right, may be 

distinguished trom what is wrong, with the precis- 

ion of an algebraic equation. They have, therefore, 

none too much charity toward others who differ 

with them. They are apt, too, to think that noth- 

ing is good but what is perfect, and that there are 
no compromises or modifications to be made in 
submission to difference of opinion, or in deference 
to other men’s judgment. If their perspicacious 
vision enables them to detect a spot on the face of 
the sun, they think that a good reason why the 
sun should be struck down from Heaven. ‘Fhey 
prefer the chance of running into utter darkness 
io living in heavenly light, if that beavenly light 
be not absolutely without any imperfection. There 
are impatient men—too impatient always to give 
heed tothe admission of St. Paul, “hat we are 
not to do evil that good may come’’—too impa- 
tient to wait for the slow progress of moral causes 
in the improvement of mankind. They do not 
remember that the doctrines and the miracles of 
Jesus Christ have, in eighteen. hundred. years, 
converted only a small portion of the human race; 
and among the nations that are converted to Chris- 
tianity, they forget how many vices and crimes, 

public and private, still prevail, and that many of 
them—public crimes especially, which are offenses 

against the Christian religion—pass without excit- 

ing particular regret or indignation, Thus wars 

are waged, and unjust wars. [do not deny that 

there may be just wars. There certainly are; but 

it was the remark of an eminent person, not many 

years ago, on the other side of the Atlantic, that 

it was one of the greatest reproaches to human 

nature, that wars were sometimes necessary. The 

defense of nations sometimes causes a war against 

the injustice of other nations. 

Now, sir, in this state of sentiment, upon the 
general nature of slavery, lies the cause of a great 
portion of those unhappy divisions, exasperations, 
and reproaches, which find vent and support in 
different parts of the Union. Slavery does exist 
in the United States. It did exist in the States: 
before the adoption of this Constitution, and. at’ 
that ume. i : 

And now lct us consider, sir, for a moment, 
what was the state of sentiment, North anid South, 
in regard to slavery at the time this Constitution 
was adopted. A remarkable change has taken 
place since, but what did the wise and great men 


i| of all parts of the-country think of slavery? In 


| + +. woe 
what estimation did they hold it in 1787, when 


i this Constutution was adopted? Now, it will be 
found, sir, if we will carry ourselves by historical 
research back to that day, and ascertain men’s 
opinions by authentic records still existing among 
us, that there was no. great diversity of opinion 
between the North and the South upon the sub- 
ject. of slavery ; and it will be found that both 
parts of the eountry held it equally an evil—a 
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“moral. and political evil. It will not be found, that 

“either atthe North or at the South, there was | 
much, though there was some, invective against | 
slävery as inhuman and cruel. The great ground 

‘of: objection: to it was. political; that it weakened 
the ‘social fabric; that, taking the place of free 
labor, society was less strong, and labor was less 
productive; and, therefore, we find, from all the 
eminent men of the time, the clearest expres- 
sion of their opinion that slavery was an evil. 
And they ascribed it, not without truth, and not | 
without some acerbity of temper and” force of 
language, to the injurious policy of the mother 
country, who, to favor the navigator, had entailed 
these evils upon the colonies. ` l need hardly refer, 
sir, to the publications of the day. They are 
matters of history on the record. The eminent 
men, the most eminent men, and nearly all the 
conspicuous of the South, held the same senti- 
ments, that slavery was an evil, a blight, a blast, 

~“a-mildew, a scourge, and a curse. ‘There are no 
terms of reprobation of slavery so vehement in 
the North of that day asin the South. The North 
was not so much excited against it as the South, 
and the reason is, | suppose, because there was 
much less at the North; and the people did not 
see, or think they saw, the evils so prominently 
as they were’ seen, or thought to be seen, at the 
South. 

‘Then, sir, when this constitution was framed, 
this was the light in which the Convention viewed 
it. The Convention reflected the judgment and 
sentiments of the great men of the South. A 
member of the other house, whom 1 have not the 
honor to know, ima recent speech, has collected 
extracts from these public documents. They 
prove the truth of what I am saying, and the ques- 
tion then was, how to deal with it, and how to 
deal with it as an evil? Well, they came to this, 
general result. They thought that slavery could 

“not be continued in the country if the importation 
of slaves were made to cease, and therefore they 
provided, that after a certain period, the importation 
might be prevented by the act of the new Govern- 
ment, Twenty years. was proposed by some 
gentleman—a_ northern gentleman, I think—and 
many of the southern gentlemen opposed it as 
being too long. Mr. Madison, especially, was 
something warm against it. He said it would 
bring too much of this mischief into the country 
to allow the importation of slaves for such a period, 
because we must take along with us, in the whole 
of this discussion, when we are considering the 
sentiments and opinions in which this constitutional 
provision originated, that the conviction of all men 
was, that if the importation of slaves ceased, the 
white race would multiply faster than the black race, 
and that slavery would therefore gradually wear 
out and expire. It may not be improper here to 
allude to that—I had almostsaid celebrated—-opinion | 
of Mr. Madison. You observe, sir, that the term 
slave, or slavery, is not used in the Constitution. 
The. constitution does not require that ‘fugitive 
slaves” shall be delivered up. it requires that 
‘t persons bound to service in one State, and es- 
caping into another, shall be delivered up.” Mr. 
Madison opposed the introduction of the term 
slave, or slavery, into the Constitution; for he said | 
he did not wish to see it recognized by the Constitu- 
tion of the United States of America, that there | 
could be property in men. Now, sir, all this took | 
place at the Convention in 1787; but connected | 
with this—concurrent and contemporaneous—is | 
another important consideration, not sufficiently 
attended to. The Convention, for framing this 
Constitution, assembled in Philadelphia in May, 
and sat until September, 1787. During all that 
time, tbe Congress of the United States was’in | 
session at New York. lt was a matter of design, | 
as we know, that the Convention should not as- | 
semble in the same city where Congress was hold- | 
ing its sions. Almostall the public men of the 
country, therefore, of distinction and eminence, i 
were in one or the other of these two assemblies; | 
and I think it happened in some instances, that the | 
same gentlemen were members of both. If I mis- | 


it was in the summer of 1787, the very time when f 
the Convention in Philadelphia was framing this | 
Constitution, that the Congress in New York was 


ordinance on the 13th July, 1787, at New York, 
the very month—perhaps the very day—en which 
these questions aboat the importation of slaves, and 
the character of slavery, were debated in the Con- 
vention at Philadelphia. And, so far as we can 


| now learn, there was a perfect concurrence of 


Opinion between these respectives bodies; and it 
resulted in this ordinance of 1787, excluding slavery, 
as applied to all tne territory over which the Con- 
gress of the United States had jurisdiction, and 
that was, all the territory northwest of the Ohio. 
Three’ years before, Virginia and other States 
had made a cession of that great territory to the 
United States. Anda most magnificent act it was. 
I never reflect. upon it without a disposition to do 
honor and justice—and justice would be the high- 
est honor—to Virginia for that act of cession of 
her northwestern territory. I will say, sir, it is 
one of her fairest claims to the respect and grati- 
tude of the United States, and that perhaps it is 
only second to that other claim which attaches to 
her : that in her counsels, and from the intelligence 
and patriotism of her leading statesmen, proceeded 
the first idea, put into practice, for the formation of 
a gencral Constitution of the United States. Now, 
sir, the ordinance of 1787 applied thus to the whole 
territory over which the Congress of the United 
States had jurisdiction. It was adopted nearly 
three years before the Constitution of the United 
States went into operation; because the ordinance 
took effect immediately on its passage, while the 
Constitution of the United States, having been 
framed, was to be sent to the States to be adopted 
by their Conventions; and then a Government had 
to be organized under it. This ordinance, then, 
was in operation and force when the Constitution 
was adopted, and this Government put in motion, 
in April, 1789. 

Mr. President, three things are Quite clear as 
historical truths. One is, that there wasan expec- 
tation that on the ceasing of the importation of slaves 
from Africa, slavery would begin to run out. That 
was hoped and expected. Another is, that as far 
as there was any power in Congress to prevent 
the spread of slavery in the United States, that 
power was executed in the most absolute manner 
and to the fullest extent. An honorable member 
whose health does not allow him to be here to- 


day . 

A Senator. Heis here. (Referring to Mr. 
Caxnoun.) 

Mr. WEBSTER. Iam very happy to hear 


that he is—may he long be in health and the en- 
joyment of it to serve his country—said the other 
day, that he considered this as the first in the series 
of measures calculated to enfeeble the South, and 
deprive them of their just participation in the ben- 
efits and privileges of this Government. He says, 
very properly, thatit was done under the old Con- 
federation, and before this Constitution went into 
effect; but, my present purpose is only to say, 
Mr. President, that it was done with the entire and 
unanimous concurrence of the whole South. Why, 
there it stands! ‘The vote of every State in the 
Union was unanimous in favor of the ordinance, 
with the exception of a single individual vote, and 
that individual was a northern man. Bat, sir, 
the ordinance abolishing or rather prohibiting 
slavery northwest of the Ohio, bas the hand and 
seal of every southern member in Congress. 

This was the state of things, sir, and this the 
state of opinion under which those two very im- 
portant matters were arranged, and those two im- 
portant things done; that is, the establishment of 
the Constitution, with a recognition of slavery as it 
existed in the States, and the establishment of the 


| ordinance prohibiting, to the full extent of all ter- 


ritory owned by the United States, the introdution 
of slavery into those territories. And here, sir, 
we may pause. We may reflect for a moment 
upon the entire coincidence and concurrence of 
sentiment between the North and the South upon 
this question, at the period of the adoption of the 
Constitution. But opinions, sir, have changed— 
greatly changed—changed North and changed 
South. Slavery is not regarded in the South now 
as it was then. I see an honorable member of this 


| body paying me the honor of listening to my re- į 


marks; he brings to me, sir, freshly and vividly 
the sentiments of his great ancestor, so much dis- 
tinguished in his day and generation, so worthy 
to be succeeded by so worthy a grandson, with all 
the sentiments he expressed in the Convention in 


framing the ordinance of 1787. They passed that | 


Philadelphia, on this subject. 


Here we may pause. There was unanimity 
of sentiment, if not a general concurrence of senti- 
ment, running through the whole community, and 
especialiy entertained by the eminent men of all 
portions of the country, in regard to this subject. 
But soon a change began at the North and the 
South, and.a severance of opinion soon showed 
itself—the North growing much more warm and 
syong against slavery, and the South growing 
much more warm and strong in its support. Sir, 
there is no generation of mankind whose opinions’ 
are not subject to be influenced by what appears 
to them to be their present, and emergent, and 
exigent interest. I impute to the South no par- 
ticularly interested view, in the change which has 
come over her. I impute to her certainly no dis- 
honest view. All that has happened has been 
natural. It has followed those causes which 
always influence the human mind and operate 
upon it. What, then, have been the causes which 
have created so new a feeling in favor of slavery 
in the South—which have changed the whole nom- 
enclature of the South on the subject—and from 
being thought of and described in the terms I have 
mentioned, but will not repeat, it has now become 
an institution, a cherished institution there; no evil, 
no scourge, but a great religious, social, and moral 
blessing, as [think I have heard itlaterly described ? 
I suppose this, sir, is owing to the sudden uprising 
and rapid growth of the cotton plantations of the 
South. So far as any motive of honor, justice, 
and general judgment could act, it was the cotton 
interest that gave a new desire to promote slavery, 
to spread it and to use its labor. I again say that 
this is produced by the causes, which we must 
always expect to produce like effects—their whole 
interests became connected with it. If we look back 
to the history of the commerce of this country, at 
the early commencement of this Government, what 
were our exports? Cotton was hardly, or but to 
avery limited extent, known. The tables will 
show that the exports of cotton for the years 1790 
and ’91, were hardly more than forty or fifty thon- 
sand dollars a year. It has gone on increasing rap- 
idly until it may now be, perhaps, in a season of 
great product and high prices, a hundred millions 
of dollars. Then there was more of wax, more 
of indigo, more of rice, more of almost everything 
exported from the South, than of cotton. I think 
I have heard it said, when Mr. Jefferson negoti- 
ated the treaty of 1794 with England, he did not 
know that cotton was exported at all from: the 
United States; and I have heard it said, that after 
the treaty, which gave to the United States the 
right to carry their own commodities to England 
in their own ships, the custom-house in London 
refused to admit cotton, upon an allegation that it 
could not be an American production, there being, 
as they supposed, no cotton raised in America. 
They would hardly think so now! 

Well, sir, we know what follows. The age of 
cotton became a golden age for our southern breth- 
ren. It gratified their desire for improvement and 
accumulation, at the same time that it excited it. 
The desire grew by what it fed upon, and there 
soon came to be an eagerness for other territory— 
a new area or new areas for the cultivation of the 
cotton crop; and measures were brought about, 
somewhat rapidly, one after another, under the 
lead of southern men at the head of the Govern- 
ment—they having a majority in both branches of 
the Government—to accomplish their ends. The 
honorable member from Carolina observed, that 
there has been a majority all along in favor of the 
North. If that be true, sir, the North acted either 
very liberally and kindly, or very weakly; for they 
never exercised that majority five times in the his- 
tory of the Government. Never. Whether they 
were out-generalled, or whether it was owing to 
other causes, I shall not stop to consider, but no 
man acquainted with the history of the country 
can deny, that the general lead in the politics of 
the country, for three-fourths of the period that 
has elapsed since the adoption of the Constitution, 
has been a southern lead. In 1802, in pursuit of 
the idea of opening a new cotton region, the United 
States obtained a cession from Georgia of the 
whole of her western territory, now embracing 
the rich and growing State of Alabama. In 1803 
Louisiana was purchased from France, out of 
which the States of Louisiana, Arkansas, and Mis- 
souri have been framed as slaveholding States. 
In 1819 the cession of Florida was made, bringing 
another cession of slaveholding property and terri- 
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‘tory. Sir, the honorable member’ from: South 
Carolina thought he saw in certain operations of 
the Government, such as the manner of ‘collecting 
the revenue and the tendency of those measures to 
promote emigration into the country, what ac- 
counts for the more rapid growth of the North 
than the South. He.thinks they were not the 
operation of time, but of the system of Govern- 
ment established under this Constitution. -- That 
is a matter of opinion. To a certain extent, it may 
be so; but it does seem to me, that if any operation. 
of the Government could be shown in any degree 
.to have promoted the population, and growth, and 
wealth of the North, it is much more sure that 
there are sundry.important. and distinct optrations 
of the Government, about which no nian can doubt, 
tending to promote, and which absolutely have || 
promoted, the increase of the slave interest, and the || 
slave territory, of the South. Allow me to say, |i 
that it was not time that brought in Louisiana; it |; 
was the act of men. It was nottime that brought | 
in Florida; it was the act of men. And lastly, 
sir, to complete those acts of men, who have con- || 
tributed so’much to enlarge the area and the sphere 
of the institution of slavery, Texas—great, and vast, 
and illimitable Texas—was added to the Union, as |! 
a slave State, in 1845; and that, sir, pretty much i 
closed the whole chapter and settled the whole || 
account. That closed the whole chapter—that 
settled the whole account—because the annexation 
of Texas, upon the conditions and under the guar- 
antees upon which she was admitted, did not leave | 
an acre of land, capable of being cultivated byslave 
labor, between this Capitol and the Rio Grande, or 


| acting in good faith, as I trust it always will, cen 
|| relieve itself from that stipulation and pledge, by 

| any honest course of legislation whatever. 
| therefore, I say again, that so far as Texas is con- 


| tained, and the provision in this article—and it has 


the Nueces, or whatever is the proper boundary 
of Texas—not an acre, not one. From that mo- 
ment, the whole country from here to the western | 
boundary of Texas, was fixed, pledged, fastened, 
decided to be slave territory forever, by the solemn 
guaranties of law. And Í now say, sir, as the 
proposition upon which I stand this day, and 
upon the trath and firmness of which I intend to 
act until it is overthrown, that there is not, at this |! 
moment, within the United States, or any territory |} 
of the United States, a single foot of land, the char- || 

| 

i 


acter of which, in regard to its being free-soil ter- 
ritory or slave territory, is not fixed by some law, 
and some irrepealable law, beyond the power of the 
action of this Government. Now, is it not so | 
with respect to. Texas? Why, it is most mani- | 
festly so. The honorable Senator from South |: 
Carolina, at the time of the admission of Texas, | 
held an important post in the Executive Depart- |! 
ment of the Government; he was Secretary of || 
State. Another eminent person, of great activity | 
and adroitness in affairs—I mean the late Secre- | 
i 
| 
Í 
| 
| 
$ 
t 


tary of the Treasury, (Mr. Walker)—was a lead- 
ing member of this body, and took the lead in the | 
business of annexation; and 1 must say that they j 
did their business faithfully; there was no botch 
in it. They rounded it off, and made as close || 
joiner-work as ever was put together. Resolu- |i 
tions uf annexation were brought into Congress | 
fitly joined together—compact, firm, efficient, con- |, 
clusive upon the great object which they had in |; 
view. | 

Allow me to read one of these resolutions. It is |: 
the third clause of the second section of the res- | 
olution of the 1st March, 1845, for the admission | 
of Texas. ‘That clause reads in these words: 

« New States, of convenient size, not exceeding four in i 
number, in addition to said State of Texas, and having suffi- H 
cient population, may hereafter, by the consent of said State, | 
be formed out of the territory thereof, which shall be entitled |! 
to admission under the provisions of the Federal Constitu- 
tion. And such States as may be formed oui of that portion 
of said territory lying south of 30° 30 north latitude, com- | 
monly known as the Missouri compromise line, shall be ad- | 
mitted into the Union, with or without slavery, asthe people 
of each ~ tate, asking admission, may desire; and in such | 
State or States as shail be formed out of said territory north | 
of said Mi.souri compromise line, slavery or involuntary | 
servitude (except for crime) shall be prohibited.” i] 

Now what is here stipulated, enacted, secured ? 
Itis, that all Texas south of 36° 30, which is || 
nearly the whole of it, shall be admitted into the |! 
Union as a slave State—it was a slave State, | 
and therefore came in asa slave State~and that , 
new States shall be made out of it; and that such |! 
States as are formed out of that portion of Texas , 
lying south of 36° 30, may come in as slave | 
States, to the number of four, in addition to the | 
State then in existence, and admitted at that ime | 
by these resolutions. 1 know no mode of legis- | 
lation which ean strengthen that. I know no | 
mode of recognition that can add a tittle of weight | 


! the admission of Texas. 


|| seven votes, constituting a majority for the admis- 
Í sion of Texas, in this body, no Jess than thirteen | 


| this body for the admission of Texas, with its 
| immeasurable extent of slave territory——were sent | 


| ritory, over which a bird can not fly in a week. || 
{Laughter.] Sir, New England, with some of her || 


‘addressed the Senate the day before yesterday, 


| vote or two from Maine—ay, and there was one 


| from Georgia, in March, 1847, moved the Senate 


l vote from them. 


j to it. [listened respectfully tothe resolutions of |) 


my honorable friend from Tennessee, [Mr. Betu.] 
He proposed to recognize that stipulation with 
Texas: But any additional recognition would 
weaken the force of it, because it stands here on 
the ground of a contract for a consideration.. It is 
a law founded on a contract with Texas, and des- 
tined to carry that contract into effect. A recog- 
nition founded on any consideration, and any con- 
tract, would not be so strong as it now stands on 
the face of the resolution. . Now, I know no way, 
I candidly confess; in which this Government, 


And, 


cerned—the whole of Texas south of 36° 30, 
which I suppose embraces all the slave territory— 
there is no land, not an acre, the character of 
which is not established by law—a law which 
cannot be repealed without the violation of a con- 
tract. « 

I hope, sir, itis now apparent, that my proposi- 
tion, so far as Texasis concerned, has been main- 


been well suggested by my friend from Rhode 
Island, that that part of Toxas which lies north of 
thirty-four degrees of north latitude may be formed 
into three States—is dependant in like manner ; 
upon the consent of Texas, herself a slave State. 
Well, now, sir, how came it?—how came it, 
that within these wails, where it is said by the 
honorable member from South Carolina, the free 
States have a majority—that this resolution of an- 
nexation, such as I have described it, found a 
majority in both Houses of Congress? Why, 
sir, it found that majority by the vast addition of | 
northern votes added to the entire southern vote, 
or, at least, nearly the whole of the southern votes. į 
It was made up of northern as well as of southern | 
votes. {nthe House of Representatives it stood, 
I think, about eighty southern votes for the admis- 
sion of Texas,and about fifty northern votes for | 
In the Senate the vote 
stood for the admission of Texas twenty-seven, 
and twenty-five against it; and of those twenty- 


of them came from the free Siates—four of them 
were from New England. T'he whole of these 
thirteen Senators, from the free States—within a 
fraction you see of;one-half of all the votes in 


to this body by free-soil votes. 

Sir, there is not so remarkable a chapter in our | 
history of politiéal events, political parties, and į 
political men, as is afforded by this measure for 
the admission of Texas, with this immense ter- 


votes, supported this measure. Three-fourths of 
the votes of liberty-loving Connecticut went for it 
in the other House, and one-half here. There 
was one vote for it in Maine, but I am happy to | 
say, not the vote of the honorable member who 


(Mr. Hamuin,] and who was then a Representative 
from Maine in the other House; but there was a 


vote for it in Massachusetts, the gentleman then 
representing and now living in the district, in which 
the prevalence of free-soil sentiment for a couple 
of years or so, has defeated the choice of any 
member to represent it in Congress. Sir, that 
body of northern and eastern men, who gave those 
votes at that time, are now seen taking upon them- 
selves, in the nomenclature of politics, the appel- 
lation of the northern Democracy. ‘They under- 
took to wield the destinies of this empire—if I 


mountains and valleys of Californja and New 
Mexico, or any other. part of Mexico, and. then 
quarrel about it—to bring“ itin, and-then-to’pat 
upon it the saving grace of the Wilmot: pro- 
viso. There were two eminent anu highly respect- 
able gentlemen from the north and east, then lead- 
ing getlemen in the Senate—I refer,and {do so 
with entire respect, for I entertain for both of those 
gentlemen in general, high regard, to Mr. Dix of 
New York, and Mr. Niles of Connecticat—who 
| voted for the admission of Texas. They would 
| not have that vote any other way than_as it stood; 
and they would. have it as it did stand.} F speak. 
of the vote upon the annexation of Texas. Those 
| two gentlemen would have the resolution of an- 
| nexation just as it is, and they voted for it just as 
it is, and their eyes were all open to it. My bon- 
orable friend, the member who addressed us the 
j other day from South Carolina, was then Secre- 
tary of State. His correspondence with Mr. 
Murphy, the chargé d’affaires of the United States 
in Texas, had been published. That correspond- 
ence was all before those gentlemen, and the Sec- 
retary had the boldness and candor to avow in 
| that correspondence, that the great object sought by 
the annexation of Texas was to strengthen the 
slave interest of this country. ~Why,sir, he said, 
in so many words—— i 
Mr. CALHOUN. Will the honorable Senator 

j permit me to interrupt him for a moment? 

Mr. WEBSTER. Certainly. 
Mr. CALHOUN. I am very reluctant to in- 


i| terrupt the honorable gentleman; but, upon a 


point of so much importance, | deem it right 
to put myself rectus. I did not put it upon the 
ground assumed by the Senator. I put it upon 
this ground: that Great Britain had announced to 
this country, in so many words, that her object 
was to abolish slavery in Texas, and through 
Texas, to accomplish the abolishmentof slavery in - 
the United States and the world. The ground I 
put it on was, that it would make an exposed fron- 
tier, and, if Great Britain succeeded in her object, 
it would be impossible that that frontier could be 
secured against the aggression of the Abolitionists; 
and that this Government was bound, under the 
| guaranties of the Constitution, to protect us 
against such a state of things, 

Mr. WEBSTER. That comes, I suppose, sir, 
to exactly the same thing. Ji was, that Texas 
must be obtained for the sccurity of the slave in- 
terest of the South. 

Mr. CALHOUN. Another view is very dis- 
tinctly given. ; 

Mr. WEBSTER. That was the, object. set 
i forth in the correspondence of a worthy géndeman 
not now living, who preceded the honorable mem- 
ber from South Carolina in that office. “There re- 
pose on the files of the Department of State, as I 
have occasion to know, strong letters from Mr. 
Upsher to the United States Minister in England, 
and I believe there are some to the same minister 
i from the honorable Senator himself, asserting to 


|! this extent the sentiments of this Government, tnat 


! Great Britain, was expected not to interfere to take 
Texas out of the hands of its then existing gov- 
| ernment, and make it a free country. But my ar- 
i gument—my suggestion is this: that those gentle- 
; men wh@ composed the northern Democracy, when 

| Texas was brought into the Union, saw with all 

i their eyes, that it was brought in as a slave coun- 
‘try, and brought in for the purpose of being main- 
| tained, as slave territory, to the Greek Kalends. I 
l rather think the honorable gentleman, who was 
i then Secretary of State, might, in some of his cor- 
| respondence with Mr. Murphy, have suggested 
| that it was not expedient to say teo much about 
; this object, that it might create some alarm; bat, 
lsir, he did avow it boldly and manfuily; he did 
| not disguise his conduct. 


may call a republic an empire—and their policy | 
was, and they persisted in it, to bring into this į 
country all the territory they could. They did it | 
under pledges—absolute pledges to the slave inter- į 
est in the case of Texas, and afterward in the | 
case of these new conquests. My honorable friend | 


to declare that the war ought not be prosecuted 
for acquisition, for conquest, for the dismember- | 
ment of Mexico. The same northern Democ- 
racy entirely voted against it. He did not geta 
It suited the views, the patriot- 
ism, the elevated sentiments of the northern De- 
mocracy, to bring in a world here, among the 


| osition [have menton 
i my friend from Georgi 


| come in, the Wilmost proviso. 


Mr. CALHOUN. Never, never. 


| Mr. WEBSTER. What he means he is very 


| apt to say. : 
| Mr. CALHOUN. Always, always.. 

| Mr. WEBSTER. Aad I honor him for it. 
| This was in 1845. Then, in 1847, flagrante bello 
he United States and Mexico, the prop- 
edy was brought forward by 
a—the northern Democracy 
voting straight ahead against it. Their remedy 
was to apply to the acquisitions, after they should 
i What follows? 
i These two gentlemen, worthy and honorable, and 
influential men—and if they had not. been, they 


| between t 
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could not have carried the’ measure—these two 
entlemen, members of this body, brought in 
Poxas., and by their votes they prevented the pas- 
sage of the resolution of the honorable member 
from Georgia, and then they went home and took 
the lead in the Free-Soil party. And there. they 
stand, sir! ‘They leave us here, bound in honor 
and. conscience by the resolutions of annexation; 
they. leave us here to take the odium of fulfilling 
the. obligations, in favor of slavery, which they 
voted us into, or else the greater odium of violating 
those obligations while they are at home making 
rousing and capital speeches for free soil and no 
-Slavery.. (Laughter.] And therefore l say, sir, 
that there is nota chapter in our history, respect- 
ing public measures and public men, more full of 
what should create surprise—more full of what 
does create, in: my mind, extreme mortification— 
than that of the conduct of this northern Democ- 
racy. ; . 
Mr. President, sometimes, when a man is found 
in a new relation to things around him, and to 
other men, he says that the world has changed, 
and thathe has not changed. | believe, sir, that our 
self-respect leads us often to make this declaration 
in regard to ourselves, when it is not exactly true. 
An individualis more apt to change, perhaps, than 
all the world around him is to change. Bat, under 
the present circumstances, and under the respon- 
sibility which I know I incur by what | am now 
stating here, E feel atliberty to recur to the various 
expressions and statements, made at various times, 
of my own opinions and resolutions respecting the 
admission of Texas, and all that has followed. 
Sir, as early as 1836, or in the earlier part of 1837, 
a matter of conversation and correspondence be- 
tween myself and some private friends, was this j 
project of annexing Texas to the United States; 
and an honorable gentleman, with whom I have 
had a long acquaintance, a friend of mine, now 
perhaps in this chamber—I mean Gen. Hamilton, 
of South Carolinu—was knowing to that corre- 
spondence. I had voted for the recognition of Texan 
independence, because I believed it was an exist- 
ing fact, surprising and astonishing as it was, and 
I wished well to the new Republic; but 1 manifest- 
ed from the first, utter opposition to bringing her 
with her territory into the Union. J had occasion, 
sir, in 1837, to meet friends in New York, onsome 
political occasion, and 1 then stated my sentiments 
upon the subject. It was the first time that I had 
occasion to advert to it; and I will ask a friend near 
me todo me the favor to read an extract from the 
speech, for the Senate may find it rather tedious to 
listen to the whole of it. [It was delivered in Nib- 
lo’s Garden in 1837. f 
Mr. Greene then read the following extract 
from the speech of the honorable Senator, to which 
he referred: 

“Gentleman, we all see that, by whomsoever possessed, 
Texas is likely to be a slaveholding country; and i frankly 
avow my entre unwilliu ness to do anything which shail 
extend the slavery of the African race on this continent, or 
add mher slavehotding States to the Union, 

“When Tsay that I regard slavery in itself as a great 
moral, social, and political evil, | only use language whieh 
has been adopted by distinguished men, themselves citizens 
of sl vehoiding States. . 

“F shall do nothing, therefore, to favor dt encourage its 
farther extension. We have slavery already amovg us. 
The Constitution found it among us; it recognized it, and 
gave itsolemn guaranties. 

t To the full extent of these guaranties, we are all bound 
in honor, in justice, aud by the Constitution. All the stipu- 
lations coutaiued in the Coustitution in favor of the slave- 
holding States, which are already in the Union, ought to be 
fulfitled, and, ro far as depends on me, shall be fulfilled in 
the fullness of their spirit, and to the exactness of their jet- 
ter, Slavery, as it exists in the States, is heyond the reach 
of Congress, [risa concern of the States themselves. They 
hive neversubmitted it to Congress, and Congress has no 
rightful power over it. Ly 

“4 shall eoncur, therefore, in no act, no measure, No men- 
ace, no indication of purpose whieh shall interfere or 
threa‘en to intertere with the exclusive authority of the 
several States over the subject of slavery, as it xists within | 
their respective limits. AH this appears to me to be matter 
of plain and imperative duty. 

© But when we come to speak of admitting new States, 
the subject assumes an entirely different aspect. Our rights 
and our duties are then both different. * * + i 

“T see, therefore, no political necessity for theannexation 
of Texas to the Union—no advantages to be derived frem 
it; aud objections to it of a strong, and, in my judgment, of 
a d: e sive character.” = 

Mr. WEBSTER. I have nothing, sir, to add i 
to, nor to take hack from, those sentiments. That, | 


the Senate will perceive, was in 1837. The pur- i 
pose of immediately annexing Texas, at that time, ji 


-mean time, it had so happenened, that I had be- 


come a member of the Executive Administration, 

and was, for a short period, in the Department of 

State. The annexation of Texas, had become a 

subject of conversation— not confidential—with the 

President and heads of Departments, as well as 

with other public men. No serious attempt was 

then made to bring it about. [left the Depart- 

ment of State in May, 1843, and shortly after, I 

learned, though no way connected. with official in- | 
formation, that a design had been taken up, of 
bringing in Texas, with her slave territory and 

population, into the United States. I was here, 

in Washington, at the time; and the persons are 
now here who will remember, that we had an ar- 
ranged meeting for conversation upon it. 1 went 
home, to Massachusetts, and proclaimed the ex- 
istence of that purpose; but Í could get no au- 
dience, and but little attention. Some did not be- 

lieve it, and some were engaged in their own pur- 
sums, They had gone to their farms, or to their 
merchandise, and it was impossible to arouse any 
sentiment in New England or ‘in Massachusetts 
that should combine the two great polical parties 
against this annexation; and, indeed, there was 
no hope of bringing the northern Democracy into 
that view, for the leaning was all the other way. 
But, sir, even with Whigs, and leading Whigs, I 
am ashamed to say, there was a great indifference 
toward the admission of Texas, with slave terri- 
tory, into this Union. It went on. I was then 
out of Congress. The annexation resolution 
passed the lst of March, 1845. Texas complied 

with them; the Legislature of Texas complied 
with the conditions, and accepted the guaranties; 
for the phraseology of the language of the resolu- 
tion is, that Texas is to come in “ upon the con- 
ditions, and under the guaranties, herein pre- 
scribed.” I happened to be returned to the Senate 
in March, 1845, and was here in December, 1845, 
when the acceptance by Texas, of the conditions 
proposed by Congress, were laid before us by the 
President; and an act, for the consummation of the 
connection, was laid before thetwo Houses. The 
connection was not completed. A final law, doing 
the deed of annexation, ultimately, had not been 
passed; and when it was upon its final passage 
here, Í expressed my opposition to it, and re- 
corded my vote in the negative; and there that 
vote stands, with the observations that I made 
upon that occasion. It happened, that between 
1837 and this time, on various occasions and op- 
portunities, I had expressed my entire opposition 
to the admission of slave States, or the acquisition 
of new slave territories, to be added to the United 
States. I know, sir, no change in my own senti- 
ments, or my own purposes, in that respect. i 
will now, again,ask my friend from Rhode Island, 
to read another extract from a speech of mine, 
made at a Whig Convention, in Springfield, Mas- 
sachusetts, in the month of September, 1847. 

Mr. Greene here read the following extract: 

We hear much just now of a panacea for the dangers 
and evils of slavery and slave annexation, which they call 
the © Wilmot Proviso” ‘That certainly is a just sentiment, 
but itis nota sentiment to found any new party upon. H 
is nota sentiment on whieh Massachusetts Whigs differ. 
There is not a man in this hall who holds to it more firmly 
than I do, nor one who adheres to it more than another. 

& I feel some litte interest in this matter, sir. Did not I 
commit myself in 1838 to the whole doctrine, fully, entirely? 
And 1 must be permitted to say, that I cannot quite consent 
that more recent discoverers should claim ihe merit and take 
out a patent. 

“I deny the priority of theirinvention. 
šir, itis not their thunder, 8 id 

t We are to use the first, and last, and every occasion 
which offers, to oppose the extension of slave power. 

“Bot I speak of it bere, as in Congress, as a political 
question—a question for statesmen to act upon. We must 
so regard it. l certainly do not mean to say that it is less 
important in amoral point of view—that it is uot more im- 
portant in mauy other points of view; but, asa legislator, 
or in any official capacity, 1 must look atit, consider it, and 
decide it, as a matter of political action.” 

Mr. WEBSTER. On other occasions, in de- 
bates here, I have expressed my determination to 
vote for no acquisition, or cession, or annexation, 
North or South, East or West. My opinion has 
been, that we have territory enough, and that we 


Allow me to say, 
* 


| Should follow the Spartan maxim, “ Improve, 


adorn what you have, seek no farther.’ I think 
that it was in some observations that I made here 


was abandoned or postponed; and it was not re- 


Vived, with any vigor, for some years, In the | 


on the three million loan bill, that l avowed that 
septiment. In short, sir, the sentiment has been 
avowed quite as often, in as many places, and 
before as many assemblages, as any of the humble 
sentiments of mine onght to be avowed. 


But now that, under certain conditions, Texas 
is in with all her territories, asa slave State, with a 
solemn pledge that ifshe is divided into many States, 
those States may come in as slave States south of 
36° 30', how are we to deal with it? I know no 
way of honorable legislation, but, when the proper 
time comes for the enactment, to carry into effect 
all that we have stipulated to do. 1 do notentirely 
agree with my honorable friend from Tennessee, 
[Mr. BELL,} that, as soon as the time comes when 
she is entitled toanother Representative, we should 
create a new State. The rule in-regard to it I 
take to be this: that when we have created new 
States out of territories, we have generally gone 
upon the idea, that when there is population enough 
to form a State—sixty thousand, or some such 
thing—we wouid create a State; but it may be 
thought quite a different thing when a State is di-. 
vided, and two or more States made out of ‘it. It 
does not follow, in such a‘case, that the same rule 
of apportionment should be applied. That, how- 
ever, is a matter for the consideration of Congress 
when the proper time arrives. I may not be here— 
1 may have no vote to give on the occasion; but I 
wish it to be distinctly understood to-day, that 
according to my view of the matter, this Govern- 
ment is solemnly pledged, by law, to create new 
States out of Texas, with her consent, when her 
population shall justify such a proceeding, and so 
far as such States are formed out of Texan terri- 
tory lying south of 36° 30’, to let them come in 
as slave States. That is the meaning of the reso- 
lation which our friends, the northern Democracy, 
have left us to fulfill; and I, for one, mean to fulfill 
it, because I will not violate the faith of the Gov- 
ernment. 

Now, as to California and New Mexico, I hold 
slavery to be excluded from those territories by a 
law even superior to that which admits and sanc- 

ions it in Texas—I mean the law of nature—of 
physical geography—the law of the formation of 
the earth. Thatlaw settles forever, with a strength 
beyond all terms of human enactment, that slavery 
cannot exist in California or New Mexico. Un- 
derstand me, sir—I mean slavery as we regard it; 
slaves in the gross, of the colored race, transfera- 
ble by sale and delivery, like other property. I 
shall not discuss that point. I leave it to the learned 
gentemen who have undertaken to discuss it; but 

suppose there is no slave of that description in 
California now. I understand that peonism, a sort 
of penal servitude, exists there; or, rather, a 
voluntary sale of a man and his offspring for debt, 
as it is arranged and exists in some parts of Califor- 
niaand New Mexico, But what I mean to say is, 
that African slavery, as we see it among us, IS as 
utterly impossible to find itself, or to be found in 
Mexico, as any other natural impossibility. Cali- 
fornia and New Mexico are Asiatic in their forma- 
tion and scenery, They are composed of vast 
ridges of mountains, of enormous height, with 
sometimes broken ridges and deep valleys. The 
sides of these mountains are barren—entirely bar- 
ren—their tops capped by perennial snow. ‘There 
may be in California, now made free by its con- 
stitution—and no doubt there are—some tracts of 
valuable land. But itis not so in New Mexico. 
Pray, what is the evidence which any gentleman 
has obtained on this subject, from information 
sought by himself or communicated by others? I 
have inquired, and read all I could, to obtain infor- 
mation on this subject. What is there in New 
Mexico that could by any possibility induce any 
body to go there with slaves? There are some 
narrow strips of tillable land on the borders of the 
rivers; but the rivers themselves dry up before mid- 
summer is gone. All that the people can do is ta 
raise some little articles—some little wheat for their 
tortillas—and all that by irrigation. And who 
expects to see a hundred black men cultivating 
tobacco, corn, cotton, rice, or anything else, on 
lands in New Mexico, made fertile only ‘by irriga- 
tion? | look upon it, therefore, as a fixed fact, to 
use an expression current to the day, that both 


California and New Mexico are destined to be 
free, so far as they are settled at all, which [ be- 
lieve, especially in regard to New Mexico, will be 
very little for a great length of time—free by the 
arrangement of things by the Power ahoveus. I 
have therefore to say, in this respect also, that this 
country is fixed for freedom, to as many persons 
as shall ever live there, by as irrepealable and 
a more irrepealable law, than the law that attaches 
to the right of holding slaves in Texas; and { will 
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say further, thatifa resolution, ora law, were now 
before us, to provide a territorial government for 


New Mexico, I would not-vote to put any prohibi- | 


tion into it whatever... The use of such a prohibition 
would be idle, as. it respects any effect it would 
have upon the territory; and I would not take pains 
to reaffirm an ordinance of nature, nor to- reénact 
the willof God. And I would putin no Wilmot 
proviso, for the purpose of a taunt or a reproach, 

would put into it no evidence of the votes of 
superior power, to wound the pride, even whether 
ajust pride, a rational pride, or an irrational pride— 
to wound the pride of the gentlemen who belong to 
the southern States. I have no such object—no 
such purpose. They would think it a taunt—an 
indignity. They would think it to be an act tak- 
ing away from them what they regard a proper 
equality of privilege; and whether they expect to 
realize any benefit from it or not, they would think 
ita theoretic wrong—that something more or less 
derogatory to their character and their rights had 
taken place. I propose to inflict no such wound 
upon any body, unless something essentially im- 
portant to the country, and efficient to the preser- 
vation of liberty and freedom, is to be effected. 
Therefore, I repeat, sir—and I repeat it because I 
wish it to be understood—that I do not propose to 
address the Senate often on this subject. I desire 
to pour out all my heart in as plain a manner as 
possible; and I say again, that if a proposition 
were now here for a government for New Mexico, 
and it was moved to insert a provision for a prohi- 
bition of slavery, I would not vote for it. 

Now, Mr. President, I have established, so far 
as I proposed to go into any line of observation to 
establish, the proposition with which I set out, and 
upon which I propose to stand or fall; and that is, 
that the whole territory of the States in the United 
States, or in the newly-acquired territory of the 
United States, has a fixed and settled character, 
now fixed and settled by law, which can not be re- 
pealed.in the case of Texas, without a violation of 
public faith, and can not be repealed by any human 
power in regard to California or New Mexico; 
that, under one or other of these laws, every foot 
of territory in the States, or in the Territories, has 
now received a fixed and decided character. 

Sir, if we were now making a Government for 
New Mexico, and any body should propose a 
Wilmot proviso, I should treat it exactly as Mr. 
Polk treated that provision for excluding slavery 
from Oregon. Mr. Polk was known to be in opin- 
ion decidedly averse to the Wilmot proviso; but 
he felt the necessity of establishing a government 
for the Territory of Oregon, and; though the pro- 
viso was there, he knew it would be entirely nuga- 
tory; and, since it must be entirely nugatory, since 
it took away no right, no describable, no estima- 
ble, no weighable, or tangible right of the South, 
he said he would sign the bill for the sake of enact- 
ing a law to form a Government in that Territory, 
and let that entirely useless, and, in that connection, 
entirely senseless, proviso remain. For myself, 1 
will say that we hear much of the annexation of 
Canada; and if there be any man, any of the 
northern Democracy, or any one of the Free-Soil 
party, who supposes it necessary to.insert a Wil- 
mot proviso in a Territorial Government for New 
Mexico, that. man will of course be of opinion that 
it.is necessary to protect the everlasting snows of 
Canada from the foot of slavery, by the same over- 
powering wing of an act of Congress. Sir, where- 
ever there is a particular good to be done—where- 
ever there is a feot of land to be staid back from 
becoming slave territory—I am ready to assert the 
principle of the exclusion of slavery. [am pledged 
to it from the year 1837; I have been pledged to it 
again and again; and I will perform those pledges; 
but I will not do a thing unnecessary, that wounds 
the feelings of others, or that does disgrace to my 
own understanding. 

Mr. President, in the excited times in which we 
live, there is found to exist a state of crimination 
and recrimination between the North and the 
South. There are lists of grievances produced by 
each; and those grievances, real or supposed, 
alienate the minds of one portion of the country 
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| States themselves, 


| est extent. 


sense of fraternal connection, and patriotic love, 
and mutual regard. I shall bestow a little atten- 
tion, sir, upon these various grievances, produced 
on the one side andon the other. 1 begin with the 
complaints of the South: I will not answer, farther 
than I have, the general ‘statements of the honor- 
able Senator from South Carolina, that the North 
has grown upon the South in consequence of the 
manner of administering this Government, in the 
collecting of its revenues, and so forth. These are 
disputed topics, and I have no inclination to enter 
into them. But l will state these complaints, es- 
pecially one complaint of the South, which has in 
my opinion just foundation; and that is, that there 
has been found at the North, among individuals 
and among the Legislatures of the North, a disincli- 
nation to perform, fully, their constitutional duties, 
in regard to the return of persons bound to service, 
who have escaped into the free States. In thatre- 
spect, itis my judgment that the South is right, 
and the North is wrong. Every member of every 
northern Legislature is bound, by oath, like every 
other officer in the country, to support the Con- 
stitution. of the United States; and this article 


| of the Constitution, which says to these States, 


they shall deliver up fugitives from service, is as 
binding in honor and conscience as any other arti- 
cle. No man fulfills his duty in any Legislature 
who sets himself to find excuses, evasions, escapes 
from this constitutional obligation. I have always 
thought that the Constitution addressed itself to the 
Legislatures of the States themselves, or to the 
It says, that those persons 
escaping to other States, shall be delivered up, and 
I confess 1 have always been of the opinion, that 
it was an injunction upon the States themselves. 
When it is said that a person escaping into 
another State, and becoming therefore within the 


| jurisdiction of that State, shall be delivered up, it 


seems to me the import of the passage is, that the 
State itself, in obedience to the Constitution, shall 
cause him to be delivered.up. That is my judg- 
ment. I have always entertained that opinion, 
and I entertain it now. But when the subject, 
some years ago, was before the Supreme Court of 
the United States, the majority of the judges held 
that the power, to cause fugitives from service to be 
delivered up, was a power to be exercised under 
the authority of this Government. Idonot know, 
on the whole, that it may not have been a fortu- 
nate decision. My habit is te respect the result of 
judicial deliberations and the solemnity of judicial 
decisions. But, as it now stands, the business of 
seeing that these fugitives are delivered up, resides 
in the power of Congress, and the national judica- 
ture, and my friend at the head of the Judiciary 
Committee has a bill on the subject, now before the 
Senate, with some amendments to it, which I pro- 
pose to support, with all its provisions, to the full- 
And I desire to call the attention of all 
sober-minded men, of all conscientious men, in the 
North, of all men who are not carried away by 
any fanatical idea, or by any false idea whatever, 
to their constitutional obligations. I put it to all 
the sober and sound minds at the North, as a ques- 
tion of morals and a question of consience, What 
right have they, in all their legislative capacity, or 
any other, to endeavor to get round this Constitu- 
tion, to embarrass the free exercise of the rights 
secured by the Constitution, to the persons whose 
slaves escape from them? None atall—noneatall. 
Neither in the forum of conscience, nor before the 
face of the Constitution, are they justified, in my 
opinion, Of course, it is a matter for their consid- 
eration. They probably, in the turmoil of the 
times, have not stepped to consider of this; they 
have followed what seemed to be the current of 
thought and of motives as the occasion arose, and 
neglected to investigate fully the real question, and 
to consider their constitutional obligations, as | am 
sure, if they did consider, they would fulfill them 
with alacrity. Wherefore, I repeat, sir, that here 


! isa ground of complaint against the North, well 


founded, which ought to be removed—which it is 
now in the power of, the different departments of 
this Government to remove—which calis for the 


from the other, exasperate the feelings, subdue the 


enactment of proper laws, authorizing the judica- 
ture of this Government, in the several States, to- 
do all that is necessary. for the recapture of fugitive 
slaves, and for the restoration of them ‘to those 
who claim them. Wherever I go, and whenever 
I speak on the subject—and when I speak here, I 
desire to speak to the whole North—I{ say that the 
South has been injured in this respect, and hes a 
right to complain; and the North has been too 
careless of what I think the Constitution peremp- 
i torily and emphatically enjoins upon it as a duty. 
Complaint has been made against certain resolu- 
tions that emanate from Legislatures at the North, 
and are sent here to us, not-only on,the subject of 
slavery in this District, but sometimes recom- 
mending Congress to consider.the means of abol- 
ishing slavery in the States. I should be sorry 
to be called upon to present any resolutions here 
which could not be referable to any committee or 
any power in Congress, and, therefore, Í should 
be unwilling to receive from the Legislature of 
Massachusetts any instructions to. present reso» 
lutions expressive of any opinion whatever on: the 
| subject of slavery, as it exists at the present mo- 
ment in the States, for two reasons; because—first, 
I do not consider that the Legislature of Massa- 
chusetts has anything to do with it; and next, I 
do not consider that I, as her representative bere, 
have anything to do with it. Sir, it has become, 
in my opinion, quite too common; and if the Legis- 
latures of the States do not like that opinion, they 
have a great deal more power to put it down, than 
I have to upholdit. Ithas become, in my opinion, 
quite too common a practice for the State Legisla- 
tures to present resolutions here on all subjects, and 
to instruct us here on all subjects. There is no 
public man that requires instruction more than I 
do, or who requires information more than Ido, 
or desires it more heartily; but I do not like to 
have it come in too imperative a shape. I took 
notice, with pleasure, of some remarks upon this 
subject made the other day in the Senate of Mas- 
sachusetts, by a young man of talent and charac- 


ter, from whom the best hopes may be entertained. 
I mean Mr. Hilliard. He told the Senate of Mas- 
sachusetts that he would vote for no instructions . 


whatever to be forwarded to members of Congress, .. 
nor for any resolutions to be. offered, expressive : 
of the sense of Massachusetts, as; to what their 
members of Congress ought to do. He said: that. 
he saw no propriety in one set: of public servants 
giving instructions and reading lectures to another 
set of public servants. To their own master, all 
of them must stand or fali, and that master is their 
constituents. I wish these sentiments could be- 
come more common—a great deal more common. 
I have never entered into the question, and never 
shall, about the binding force of instructions, F 
i will, however, simply say this: if there be any 
matter of interest pending in this body, while £ 
ama member of ity in which Massachusetts has 
an interest of her own not adverse to the gencral 


| interest of the country, I shall pursue her instruc- 


tions with gladness of heart, and with all the effi- 
ciency which Iean bring to it. But if the ques- 
tion be one which affects her interest, and at the 
same time affects the interests of all other States, , 
| 1 shall no more regard her political wishes. or in: 
structions, than I would regard the wishes :of:a 
man who might appoint me an arbitrator or referee, 
to decide some question of important private right, 
and who might instruct me to-decide in his favor. 
If ever there was a government upon earth, it is 
this Government; if ever there was a body upon 
earth, it is this body, which should consider itself 
as composed by agreement of all, appointed by 
some, but organized by the general consent of all, 
sitting here under thé solemn obligations of oath 
and conscience, to do that which they think is 
best for the. good of the whole. = Pi 
Then, sir, there are those abolition societies, of 
whiċh I am unwilling to speak, but in regard to 
' which Ihave very clear notions and opinions. E 
+ do not think them useful. 1 think their operations 
| for-the last twenty years have produced nothing 
good or valuable. At the same time, | know 
thousands of them are honest and good men; per- 
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: fectly well-meaning men... They have excited feel- | 
ings; they think they must do something for the 
cause of liberty; and in their sphere of action, they 
do not. see what else they can do, than to contrib- | 
ute: to an: abolition press, or an abolition society, 
or to pay an abolition lecturer. I do not mean to 
impute gross motives even to the leaders of these 
gotiéties, but | am not blind to the consequences: 
I cannot but see’ wlfat mischiefs. their interference 
with the South has produced... And is it not plain 
tovevery-man? Let any. gentleman who doubts of 
that; recur tothe debates:in the Virginia House of 
Delegates‘ in 1832, and he will see with what free- 
doth a proposition, made by Mr. Randolph for the: 
gradual abolition of slavery, was discussed in that 
body. Every one spoke of slavery as he thought; 
very ignominious and disparaging names and epi- 
thets were applied toit. ‘The debates in the House 
of Delegates on that occasion, I believe, were all 
published.. They were read by every colored man 
who'could read, and if there were any who could 
not read, those debates were read to them by 
others. At that time Virginia was not unwilling 
nor afraid to discuss this question, and to let that 
part of her population know as much of it as they | 
could Jearn. That wasin 1832. As has been said 
by the honorable member from Carolina, these 
abolition societies commenced their course of ac- 
tion in 1835. {tis said—l do not know how true || 
it may be—that they sent incendiary publications |; 
into the slave States; at any event, they attempted |! 
to arouse, and did arouse, a very strong feeling; in 
other words, they created great agitation in the |! 
North against southern slavery. Well, what was 
the result? The bonds of the slaves were bound 
more firmly than before; their rivets were more 
strongly fastened. Public opinion, which in Vir- 
ginia had begun to be exhibited. against slavery, 
and was opening out for the discussion of the ques- 
tion, drew back and shut itself up in its castle. I 
wish to know whether any body in Virginia can, 
now, talk as Mr. Randolph, Gov. McDowell, and |! 
others talked there, openly, and sent their remarks 
to the press, in 1832. e all know the fact, and 
we all know the cause, and everything that this 
agitating people have done, has been, not to en- 
large, but to restrain, not to set free, but to bind 
faster, the slave population of the South. That is 
my judgment, Sir, as I have said, I know many 
Abolitionists in my own neighborhood, very honest 
good people, misled, as I think, by strange enthu- 
siasm; but they wish to do something, and they 
are called on to contribute, and they do contribute; |! 
and it is my firm opinion this day, that within the 
last twenty years, as much money has been col- 
lected and paid to the abolition societies, abolition |) 
presses, and abolition lecturers, as would purchase 
the freedom of every slave, man, woman, and child 
in the State of Maryland, and send them all to 
Liberia. I have no doubtofit. But Ihave yet to |} 
learn that the benevolence of these abolition socie- | 
tiés has at any time taken that particular turn. 
{Langhter.] A | 
Again, sir, the violence of the press is com- 
plained of. The press violent! Why, sir, the |; 
press is violent everywhere. Thete are outra- 
geous reproaches in the North against the Scuth, i| 
and there are reproaches in not much better taste 
in the South against the North. Sir, the ex- 
tremists of both parts of this country are violent; | 
they mistake loud and violent talk for eloquence | 
and for reason. They think that he who talks 
loudest, reasons the best. And this we must ex- 
pect, when the press is free, asit is here—and I 
trust always will be—for, with all its licentious- 


| ted to exasperate, to alienate; and-there are many 
' South,orsome portion of it, which are spread abroad 
| among the reading people; and they do exasperate, 


i would not notice things of this sort appearing in 


lable member from Louisiana addressed us the 


i of the South, is more in conformity with the high 


' man beings, than the educated, the independent 


proper regard to the injunction of the Constitution, 
for the delivery of fugitive slaves. i 


There are also complaints of the North against 
the South. . I need not go over them particularly. 
The first and gravest is, that, the North adopted 
the Constitution, recognizing the existence of slave- 
ry in the States, and recognizing the right, to a cer- 
täin extent, of representation:of the'slaves in Con- 
gress; under. a state. of sentiment and expectation 
which do not now exist; and that, by events, by 
circumstances, by the eagerness of ‘the South to 
acquire territory ,and extend their slave population‘ 
the North finds itself, in regard to the influence of 
the South and the North, of the free States.and the 
slave States, where it never did expect to find 
itself when they entered the compact of the Consti- 
tution. They complain, therefore, that, instead of 
slavery being regarded as an evil, as it was then, 
an evil, which all hoped would be extinguished 
gradually, it is now regarded by the South as an 
institution to be cherished, and preserved, and ex- 
tended—an institution which the South has already 
extended to the utmost of her power by the acquisi- 
tion of new territory. Well, then, passing from 
that, everybody in the North reads; and every- 
body reads whatsoever the newspapers contain; 
and the newspapers, some of them—especially 
those presses to which I have alluded—are careful 
to spread about among the people every reproach- 
ful sentiment uttered by any southern man bearing 
atall against the North—everything that is calcula- 


such things, as everybody will admit, from the 


and alienate, and produce a most mischievous ef- 
fect upon the public mind at the North. Sir, 1 


obscure quarters; but one thing has occurred in this 
debate which struck me very forcibly. An honor- 


other day on this subject. 1 suppose there is not 
a more amiable and worthy gentleman in this 
chamber, nor a gentleman who would be more 
slow to give offense to anybody, and he did not 
mean in his remarks to give offense. But what 
did he say? Why, sir, he took pains to run a con- 
trast between the slaves of the South and the la- 
boring people of the North, giving the preference 
in all points of condition, and comfort, and happi- 
ness, to the slaves of the South. ‘The honorable 
member doubtless did not suppose that he gave any 
offense, or did any injustice. He was merely ex- 
pressing his opinion. But does he know how re- 
marks of that sort will be received by the laboring 
people of the North? Why, who are the laboring 
people ofthe North? They are the North. They 
are the people who cultivate their own farms with 
their own hands—freeholders, educated men, inde- 
pendent men. Let me say, sir, that five sixths of 
the whole property of the North, is in the hands of 
the laborers of the North; they cultivate their farms, 
they educate their children, they provide the means 
of independence; if they are not freeholders, they 
earn wages; these wages accumulate, are turned 
into capital, into new freeholds; and smail capital- 
ists are created. That is the case, and such the 
course of things, with us, among the industrious, 
and frugal. And what can these people think | 
when so respectable and worthy a gentleman as | 
the member from Louisiana, undertakes to prove 
that the absolute ignorance, and the abject slavery 


purposes and destinies of immortal, rational, hu- 


ness, and all its evil, the entire and absolute free- 
dom of the press is essential to the presérvation of 
government, on the basis of a free constitution. 
Wherever it exists, there will be foolish para- 
graphs, and violent paragraphs, in the press, as 
there are, Iam sorry to say, foolish speeches and 
violent speeches in both Houses of Congress. In 
truth, sir, I must say that, in my opinion, the ver- 
nacular tongue of the country has become greatly 
vitiated, depraved, and corrupted, by the style of 
our congressional debates. [Laughter.] And if li 
it were possible for our debates in Congress to |; 
vitiate the principles of the people as much as they |} 
have depraved their taste, I should cry out, “God 
save the Republic.” 

_ Well, in all this I see no solid grievance—no 

" grievance presented by the South, within the re- 
dress of the Government, but tne single one to jj 
which I have referred; and that is, the want of a | 


: exceedingly inconvenient in practice, and seems al- 


| complaint, 
‘iHegal, and unconstitutional; as the cases occur 
constantly and frequently, they think it a great 
i grievance. 


free laborers of the North? 

There is a more tangible, and irritating cause 
of grievance, at the North. Free blacks are con- 
stantly employed in the vessels of the North, 
generally as cooks or stewards. When the ves- 
sel arrives, these free colored men, are taken on 
shore, by the police or municipal authority, im- 
prisoned, and kept in prison, till the vessel is 
again ready to sail. This is not only irritating, but 
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together unjustifiable, and oppressive. Mr. Hoar’s |; 
mission, some time ago, to South Carolina, was | 
a well-intended effort to remove this cause of | 
The North thinks such imprisonment l 
1 
i 
| 

Now, sir, so far as any of these grievances have |! 
their foundation in matters of law, they can be | 


| rédressed, and ought to be redressed; and so far 


| as they have foundation in matters of opinion, in 
sentiment, in mutual crimination and_recrimina- 
tion; all that we can do is, to endeavor to allay the 
agitation, and cultivate a better feeling and more 
fraternal sentiments between the South and the 
North. . 

Mr. President, I should much prefer to have 
heard, from every member on this floor, declara- 
tions of opinion that this Union should never be 
‘dissolved, than the declaration of opinion that in 
any case, under the pressure of any cirtumstances, 
such a dissolution was possible. [hear with pain, 
and: anguish, and distress, the word secession, 
especially. when it falls from the lips of those who 
‘are eminently patriotic, and known to the country, 
and known all over the world, for their political 
services: Secession! Peaceable secession! Sir, 
your eyes and mine are never destined to see that 
miracle. The dismemberment of this va$t coun- 
try without convulsion! The breaking up of- the 
fountains of the great deep without ruffling the 
surface! Who is so foolish—I beg everybody’s 
pan to expect to see any such thing? Sir, 
he who sees these States, now revolving. in har- 
mony around a common centre, and expects to see 
them quit their places and fly off without-convul+ 
sion, may look the next hour to see the heavenly 
bodies rush from their spheres, and jostle against 
each other in the realms of space, without produ- 
cing the crush of the universe. There can be no 
such thing as a peaceable secession. Peaceable 
secession is an utter impossibility. Is the great 
Constitution under which we live here—covering 
this whole country—is it to be thawed and melted 
away by secession, as the snows on the mountain 
melt under the influence of a vernal sun—disap- 
pear almost unobserved, and die off? No, sir! 
no, sir! [ will not state what might produce the 
disruption of the States; but, sir, | see it as plain- 
ly as I see the sun in heaven—I see that disrup- 
tion must produce such a war as I will not de- 
scribe, in its twofold characters. 

Peaceable secession! peaceable secession! The 
concurrent agreement of all the members of this 
great Republic to separate! A voluntary separa- 
tion, with alimony ou one side and on the other, 
Why, what would be the result? Where is the 
line to be drawn? What States are to secede? 
What istoremain American? W hatam [ to be?— 
an American no longer? Where is the flag of 
the Republic to remain? Where is the eagle 
still to tower? or is he to cower, and shrink, 
and fall to the ground? Why, sir, our ances- 
tors—our fathers, and our grandfathers, those of 
them that are yet living among us with pro- 
longed lives—would rebuke and reproach us; and 
our children, and our grandchildren, would cry 
out, Shame upon us! if we, of this generation, 
should dishonor these ensigns of the power of 
the Government, and the harmony of the Union, 
which is every day felt among us with so much 
joy and gratitude. - What is to become of the 
army? What is to become of the navy? What 
is to become of the public lands? How is each 
of the thirty States to-defend itself? I know, al- 
though the idea has not been stated distinctly, 
there is to be a southern Confederacy. I do 
not mean, when I allude to this statement, that 
any one seriously contemplates such a state of 
things. I do not mean to say that it is true, 
but | have heard it suggested elsewhere, that that 
idea has originated in a design to separate. I 
am sorry, sir, that it has ever been thought of, 
talked of, or dreamed of, in the wildest flights of 
human imagination, But the idea must be of a 
separation, including the slave States upon one 
side, and the free States on the other, Sir, there 
is not—I may express myself too strongly per- 
haps—but some things,some moral things, are 
almost as impossible, as other natural or physical 
things; and I hold the idea of a separation of 
these States—those that are free to form one gov- 
ernment, and those that are slaveholding to form 


| another—as a moral impossibility. We could not 


separate the States by any such line, if we were 
to draw it. We could not sit down here to-day, 
and draw a line of separation, that would satisfy 
any five men in the country. There are natural 
causes that would keep and tie us together, and 
there are social and domestic relations which we. 
could not break, if we would, and which weshould 
not, if we could. Sir, nobody can look over the 
face of this country at the present moment—no- 


. 
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body can see where its population isthe most dense. 


and growing—-without being ready to admit, and 
compelled to admit, that, ere long, America will 
be in the valley of the Mississippi. 

Well, now, sir, I beg to inquire what the wild- 
est enthusiast has to say, on the possibility of éut- 


ting off that river, and leaving free States at its. 


source and its branches, and slave States down 
near its mouth ? Pray, sir--pray, sir, let me say to 
the people of this country, that these things are 
worthy of their ‘pondering and of their consider- 
ation. -Here, sir, are five millions of freemen in 
the free States. north of the river Ohio: can any- 


body.stippose that this population can be severed | 


by a line that divides them from the territory of 
a foreign. and an alien government, down some- 
where, the Lord knows where, upon the lower 
banks of the Mississippi? What will become of 
Missouri? Will she join the arrondissement of 
the slave States? Shall the man from the Yellow 
Stone and the Platte be connected in the new Re- 
public with the man who lives on the southern 
extremity of the Cape of Florida? Sir, I am 
ashamed to pursue this line of remark. I dislike 
it—I have an utter disgust for it. I-would rather 
hear of natural blasts and mildews, war, pesti- 


lence, and famine, than to hear gentlemen: talk of. 


secession, To break up! to break up this great 
Government! .to..dismember this great country! 
to astonish Europe with an act of folly, such as 
Europe for two centuries has never beheld in any 
government! No, sir!no, sir! There will be no 
secession. Gentlemen are not serious when they 
talk of secession. 

Sir, { hear there is to be a Convention held at 
Nashville. fam bound to believe that if worthy 
gentlemen meet at Nashville in Convention, their 
Object will be to adopt counsels conciliatory—to 
advise the South. to forbearance and moderation, 
and to advise the North to forbearance and mod- 
eration, and to inculcate principles. of brotherly 
love, and affection, and attachment to the Consti- 
tution of the country, as it now is. I believe, if 
the Convention meet at all, it will be for this pur- 

ose; for certainly, if they meet for any purpose 
hostile to the Union, they have been singularly 
inappropriate in their selection of a place. { re- 
member, sir, that when the treaty was concluded 
between’ France and England, at the peace of 
Amiens, a stern old Englishman and an orator, 
who disliked: the terms of the peace as ignomini- 
ous to England, said in the House of Commons, 
that if King William could know the terms of that 
treaty, he would turn in his coffin. Let me com- 
mend this saying of Mr. Windham, in all its em: 
phasis and in all its force, to any persons who 


shall meet at Nashville for the purpose of con- | 
certing measures for the overthrow of the Union 


of this country, over the bones of Andrew Jackson.. 

Sir, I wish to make two remarks, and hasten to 
aconclusion. I wish to say, in regard to Texas, 
that if it should be hereafter at any time the pleas- 
ure of the Government of Texas to cede to the 
United States a portion, larger or smaller, of her 
territory which lies adjacent to New Mexico and 
north of the 34° of north latitude, to be formed 


into free States, for a fair equivalent in money, or | 


in the payment of her debt, I think it an object 
well worthy the consideration of Congress, and T 
shall be happy to concur in it myself, if 1 should 
be in the public counsels of the country at the 
time. 


I have one other remark to make: In my ob- | 
servations upon slavery as it has existed in the | 


country, and as it now exists, 1 have expressed 
no opinion of the mode of its extinguishment or 
melioration. 1 will say, however, though I have 
nothing to propose on that subject, because I do. 
not deem myself so competent as other gentle- 
men to consider it, that if any gentleman from the 
South shall propose a scheme of colonization, to 
be carried on by this government. upon a large 
scale, for the transportation of free colored people 
to any colony or any place in the world, I should 
be quite disposed to incur almost any degree of 
expense to accomplish that object. 
lowing an example set here more than twenty 
years ago, by a great man, then a Senator from 
New York, l would return to Virginia, and through 
her for the benefit of the whole South, the money 
received from the lands and territories ceded by 
her to this Government, for any such purpose 
as to relieve, in whole or in part, or in any way, 
to diminish or deal beneficially with, the free 


Nay, sir, fol- | 


colored population of the southern- States. I 
have said that I honor Virginia for her cession of 
this territory. There have been received into the 
treasury of the United States eighty millions of 
dollars, the proceeds of the. sales of the public 
lands ceded by Virginia. If the residue should be 
sold at the same rate, the whole aggregate will 
exceed two hundred -millions of dollars. If Vir- 
ginia and the South see fit to adopt any proposition 
to relieve themselves from the free people of color 
among them, they have my free consent that the 
Government shall pay them any sum of money 
out of its proceeds which may. be adequate to the 
purpose. oi ae 

And now, Mr. President, I draw these obser- 
vations toa close. I have spoken freely, and I 
meant to do so. [have sought to make no dis- 
play; I have sought to enliven the occasion by no 
animated discussion; nor have Í attempted any train 
of elaborate argument. I have sought only to speak 
my sentiments, fully and at large, being desirous, 
once and for all, to let the Senate know, and to Jet 
the country know, the opinions and sentiments 
which I entertain on all these subjects. ‘These.apin- 
ions are not likely to be suddenly changed. If 
there be any future service that I can render to the 
country, consistently with these sentiments and 
opinions, I shall cheerfully render it. If there be 
not, I shall still be glad to have had an opportunity 
to disburden my conscience from the bottom of my 
heart, and to make known every political senti- 
ment that therein exists. 

And now, Mr. President, instead of speaking of 
the possibility or utility of secession, instead of 
dwelling in these caverns of darkness, instead of | 
groping with those ideas so fuil of all that is hor- 
rid and horrible, let us come out into the light of 
day; let us enjoy. the fresh air of liberty and 
union; let us cherish those hopes which belong to : 
us; let us devote ourselves to those great objects | 
that are fit for our consideration and our action; | 
let us raise our conceptions to the magnitude and 
the importance of the duties that devolve upon us; j 
let our comprehension be as broad as the country 
for which we act, our aspirations as high as its 
certain destiny; let us not be pigmies in a case that 
calls for men. Never did there devolve, on any 


generation of men, higher trusts than now devolve || 


upon us for the preservation of this Constitution, | 
and the harmony and peace of all who are destined 
to live under it. Let us make our generation one 
of the strongest, and the brightest link, in that 
golden chain which is destined, | fully believe, to į 
grapple the people of all tte States to this Consti-- 
tution, for ages to come. Itisa great popular Con- 

stitutional Government, guarded by iegislation, by 

law, by judicature, and detended by.the whole af- 

fections of the people. No monarchical throne 

presses these States together; no iron chain of des- | 
potic power encircles them; they live and stand 
upon a Government popular in its form, represent- 
ative in its character, founded upon principles of 
equality, and calculated, we hope, to last forever. 


In alll its history, it has been beneficent; it has trod- || 


den down no man’s liberty; it has crushed no 
State. Its daily respiration, is liberty and patriot- 


ordered out; they ‘were driven: back; and, under. 
the command of General Jackson; Pensacola and 
St. Marks were seized.: It was these acts, and‘not - 
the.desire for the extended cultivation of- cotton, > 
which led to the acquisition of Florida: Padmit 
that there had been for a long time a desire on the 
art of the South, and of the Administration: I+ 
elieve, to acquire Florida; but-it was very. differ- 
ent from the reason assigned by the. honorable’: 
Senator. There were-collected together four tribes ‘> 


j| of Indians—the Creeks, the Choctaws, the Chicka- ` 


saws, and the Cherokees—about thirty thousand 
warriors—who held connection, almost the. whole 
of them, with the Spanish authorities in Florida, 
and carried on a trade perpetually with them. It 
was well known that a most pernicious influence 
was thus exercised over them; and it was the 
desire of preventing conflict between the Indians . 
and ourselves in the South, as I believe, which 
| induced the acquisition of Florida. [come now 
to Louisiana. We well know that the immediate 
cause for the acquisition of Louisiana, was the 
| suspension of our rightof deposit at New Orleans. ° 
Under a treaty with Spain we had a right. to the 
navigation of the river as far as New Orleans, and 
a right to make deposits in: the: port of New 
Orleans. The Spanish authorities interrupted that 
right, and that interruption produced a great agita- 
tion at the West, and I may say throughout the 
| whole United States. The gentlemen then in 
opposition, a. highly respectable party—the old 
Federal party, which I have never said a word of 
disrespect in regard to—if I mistake not, took the 
lead in a desire to resort to arms to acquire that 
territory. Mr. Jeiferson, more prudent, desired 
to procure it by purchase. A purchase was made, 
in order to remove the difficulty, and to give an 
outlet to the west to the ocean. ‘That was the im- 
| mediate cause of the acquisition of Louisiana. 
Now, sir, we come to Texas. Perhaps no gentle- 
man had more to do with theacquisition of Texas: 


|| than myself; and I aver, Mr. President, that 


I would have been among the very. last” indi- ` 
viduals in the United. States, to have made any 
movement at that time for the acquisition of 
Texas; and I go farther: if I know myself, I was 
| incapable of acquiring any territory simply on the 
ground that it was to be an enlargement of slave 
territory. I would just as freely have acquired it 


|| if it had been on the northern as on the southern 


! side. No, sir; very different motives actuated me. 


|| | knew at a very early period—lI will not go-into - 


| the history of it—the British Government had given. ` 


encouragement to the Abolitionists of the United: 2 
States, who were represented atthe World?s Con- : 

vention. The question of the abolition of slavery.” 
was agitated in that convention.. One gentleman’: 
stated that Mr. Adams informed him, that‘if the 
British Government wished to abolish slavery in 
the United States, they must begin with Texas, 
A commission was sent from this World’s Con- 
vention to the British Secretary of State, Lord 


|| Aberdeen; and it so happened, that a gentleman 


| was present when the interview took place be- 


| tween Lord Aberdeen and the committee, who 
i gave me a full account of it shortly after it oc- : 


ism; its yet youthful veins are full of enterprise, | 
courage, and honorable love of glory and renown. 
It has received a vast addition of territory. Large 
before, the country has now, by recent events, be- 
come vastly larger. This Republic now extends, 
with a vast breadth, across the whole continent. 
The two great seas of the world wash the one and 
the other shore. We realize on a mighty scale, 
the beautiful description of the ornamental edging 
of the buckler of Achilles— 
« Now the broad shield complete the artist crowned, 

With his iast hand, aud poured the ocean round; 

In living silver seemed the waves to roll, 

And beat the buckler’s verge, and bound the whole.” 

Mr. CALHOUN. Irise to correct what I con- 
ceive to be an error of the distinguished Senator | 
from Massachusetts, as to the motives which in- | 
duced the acquisition of Florida, Louisiana, and | 
Texas. He attributed it to the great growth of | 
cotton, and the desire of the southern people to: 
get an extension of territory, with the view of | 
cultivating it with more profit than they could in 
a compact and crowded settlement. Now, Mr. 
President, the history of these acquisitions I think 
was not correctly given. Itis weil known that the 
acquisition of Florida was the result of an Indian. | 


i 


i curred. Lord Aberdeen fell into the project, and 

gave full encouragement to the Abolitionists. Well, 

sir, it is well known that Lord Aberdeen was a 

very direct, and, in my opinion, a very honest and 

worthy man; and when Mr, Pakenham was sent 
here to negotiate with regard‘to Oregon, and inci- 
dentally with respect to Texas, he was ordered to- 
read a declaration to this Government, stating that -` 
the British Government was anxious to put an. 
; end to slavery all over the world, commencing at” 
| Texas. It is well known, farther, that atthat-very 
time a negotiation was going on betwéen France « ` 
and England to accomplish that object, and our 
Government was thrown, by stratagem, out of the 
| negotiation; and.that object was—first, to induce 
i Mexico to acknowledge the independence of Texas 
upon the ground that she would abolish it. All 
i these are matters of history; and where isthe man 
| so.blind—I am sure the Senator from Massachu- 
| setts is not so blind—as not to see, that if. the 
! project of Great Britain had been successful, the 
| whole frontier of the States of Louisiana and 
| Arkansas; and -the adjacent States, would have 
been exposed to the inroads of British emissaries. 
Sir, so far as I was concerned, I put it exclusively 
upon that greand. I never would run into the folly 


war. 


| line attacked one of our fortresses; troops were | 


The Seminole Indians residing along the 


of re-annexation, which i always held to be ab- 
surd, Nor, sir, would I put it upon the ground— 
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upon which I might well have put it—of commercial 
and manufacturing’ considerations, because those 
were not my. motive-principles, and I chose toas- 
sign what were. So far as commerce and manu- 
factures were concerned, I would not have moved 
in the matter at-that early period. 

“The Senator objects that many northern gentle- 
men voted forannexation. Why, sir, it was nat- 
ural that they should be desirous of fulfilling the 


obligations of the Constitution; and, besides, what | 


man at that time doubted that the Missouri com- 
promise liné would be adopted, and that.the terri- 
tory would fall entirely to the South? All that 
northern men asked for, at that time, was the ex- 
tension of thatJine. ‘Their course, in my opinion, 
was eminently correct and patriotic. 

‘Now, Mr. President, having made these cor- 
rections, I must go back a little farther, and cor- 
rect a statement which I think the Senator has left 
very defective, relative to the ordinance of 1787. 
He states very correctly that it commenced under 
the old Confederation; that it was afterward con- 
firmed. by Congress; that Congress was sitting in 
New York at the time, while the Convention sat 
in Philadelphia; and that there was concert of ac- 
tion. Ihave not looked into the ordinance very 
recently, but my memory will serve me thus far, 
that Mr. Jefferson introduced his first proposition 
to exclude slavery in 1784. There was a vote 
taken upon it, and I think on that vote every 
southern Senator voted against it; but I am not 
certain of ite One thing I am certain of, that it 
was three years before the ordinance could pass. 
It was sturdily resisted, down to 1787; and when 
it was passed, as | had good reason to believe, it 
was upon a principle of compromise—first, that 
the ordinance should contain a provision similar 
to the one put in the Constitution, with respect to 
fugitive slaves; and next, that it should be inserted 
in the Constitution; and this was the compromise 
upon which the prohibition was inserted in the 
ordinance of 1787. We thought we had an in- 
demnity in that, but we made a great mistake. 
Of what possible advantage has it been to us? 
Violated faith has met us on every side, and the 
advantage has been altogether in their favor. On 
the other side, it has been thrown open toa north- 
ern population to the entire exclusion of the south- 
ern. ‘This was the leading measure which de- 
stroyed the compromise of the Constitution, and 
then followed the Missouri compromise, which 
was carried mainly by northern votes, although 
now disavowed and not respected by them. ‘That 
was the next step; and between these two causes, 
the equilibrium has been broken. 

Having made these remarks, let me say, that I 
took great pleasure in listening to the declarations 
of the honorable Senator from Massachusctts upon 
several points. He puts himself upon the fulfill- 
ment of the contract of Congress, in the resolu- 
tions of Texas annexation, for the admission of 
the four new States provided for by those resolu- 
tions, to be formed out of the territory of Texas— 
all that was manly, statesmanlike, and calculated 
to do good, because just. He went farther: he 
condemned, and rightfully condemned—and in that 
he has shown great firmness—the course of the 
North relative to the stipulations of the Constitu- 
tion for the restoration of fugitive slaves; but per- 
mit me to say, for I desire to be candid upon all 
subjects, that if the Senator, together with many 
friends on this side of the chamber, puts his confi- 
dence in the bill which has been reported here, 
farther to extend the laws of Congress upon this 
subject, it will prove fallacious. lt is impossible 
to execute any law of Congress, until the people of 
the Siates shall codperate. 

I heard the gentleman with great pleasure say, 
that he would not vote for the Wilmot proviso, for 
he regarded such an act as unnecessary, considering 
that nature had already excluded slavery. As far 
as the new acquisitions are concerned, I am dis- 
posed to leave them to be disposed of as the hand 
of nature shall determine. It is what I always 
have insisted upon. Leave that portion of the 
country more natural to a non-slaveholding pop- 
ulation, to be filled by that description of popula- 
tion; and leave that portion into which slavery 
would naturally go, to be filled by a slaveholding 
Po ulations destroying artificial lines, though per- 

aps they may be better than none. Mr. Jeffer- 
son spoke like a prophet, of the effect of the Mis- 
souri compromise line. I am willing to leave it 
for nature to settle; and to organize governments 


f 


for the territories, giving all free scope to enter and 
prepare themselves to participate-iw their priv- 
ileges:. We want, sir, nothing but jastice. When 
the gentleman says that he is willing to leave it to 
nature, I understand he is willing to remove. all 
impediments, whether real or imaginary. It is 
consummate folly, to assert; that the Mexican law 
prohibiting slavery in California and New Mex- 
ico, isin fofce;and I have always so regarded it. 
No man would feel more happy than myself, to 


| believe that- this Union, formed by our ancestors, 
| should live forever. Looking back to the long 


course of forty years’ service here, I have the con- 
! solation to believe, that I have never done one act 
which would weaken it—that I have done full jus- 
tice to all sections. And if I have ever been ex- 
posed to the imputation of a contrary motive, it is 
because I have been willing to defend my section 
frorn unconstitutional encroachments. But I can- 
not agree with the Senator from Massachusetts, 
that this Union can not be dissolved. - Am I to un- 
derstand him, that no degree of oppression, no 
| outrage, no broken faith, can produce the destruc- 
tion of this Union? Why, sir, if that becomes a 


! fixed fact, it will itself become the great instru- 
‘ment of producing. oppression, outrage, and bro- 
| ken faith. No, sir! the Union can be broken. 
| Great moral causes will break it, if they go on; 
| and jt can only be preserved by justice, good faith, 
and a rigid adherence to the Constitution. 

Mr. WEBSTER. Mr. President, a single word 
in reply to the honorable member from South Car- 
olina. My distance from the honorable member, 
and the crowded state of the room, prevented me 
from hearing the whole of his remarks. I have 
only one or two observations to make; and, to be- 
gin, I first notice the honorable member’s last 
remark. Ele asks me, if I hold the breaking up 
of the Union, by any such thing as the voluntary 
secession of States, as an impossibility? I know, 
sir, this Union can be broken up; every Govern- 
ment can be; and I admit that there may be such 
a degree of oppression, as will warrant resistance, 
and a forcible severance. That is revolution—that 
is revolution! Of that ultimate right of revolu- 
tion, I have not been speaking. l know that that 
law of necessity docs exist. l forbear from going 
farther, because I do not wish to run into a dis- 
cussion of the nature of this Government. The 
honorable member and myself have broken lances 
sufficiently often before on that subject. 

Mr. CALHOUN. J have no desire to do it now. 

Mr. WEBSTER. I presume the gentleman has 
not, and I have quite as Jittle. The gentleman re- 
fers to the occasions on Which these great acqui- 
sitions were made to territory on the southern side. 
Why, undoubtedly, wise and skillful public men, 
having an object to accomplish, may take advan- 
tage of occasions. Indian wars arc an occasion; 
a fear of the occupation of Texas by the British was 
an oceasion; but when the occasion came, under 
the pressure of which, or under the justification 
of which, the thing could be done, it was done, 
and done skillfully. Let me say one thing farther; 
and that is, that if slavery were abolished, as it 
was supposed to have been, throughout all Mexico, 
before the revolution and the establishment of the 
Texan Government, then, if it were desirable to 
have possession of Texas by purchase, as a means 
of preventing its becoming a British possession, I 
suppose that object could have been secured by 
making it a free territory of the United States, as 
well as a slave territory. 

Sir, in my great desire not to prolong this de- 
bate, I have omitted what I intended to say upon 
a particular question, under the motion of the hon- 
orable Sénator from Missouri, proposing an amend- 
ment to the resolution of the honorable member 
from Illinois; and that is, upon the propriety and 
expediency of admitting California, under all cir- 
cumstances, just as she is. The more general 
subjects involved in this question, are now before 
the Senate, under the resolutions of the honorable 
member from Kentucky. I will say that I feel 
under great obligations to that honorable member 
for introducing the subject, and for the very lucid 
speech which he made, and which has been so 
much read throughout the whole country. I am 


| also under great obligations to the honorable mem- 


ber from Tennessee for the light which he has 
shed upon this subject; and, in some respects, it 
will be scen that I differ very little from the lead- 


ing subjects submitted by either of those honor- 
able gentlemen. ; . 


Now, sir, when the direct question of the ad- 
mission of California shall be before the Senate, I 
propose—but not before every other gentleman 
who hasa wish to address the Senate, shall have 
gratified that desire—to say something upon the 
boundaries of California, upon the constitution of 
California, and upon the expediency, under all 
the circumstances, of admitting her with that con- ` 
stitution. 

Mr. CALHOUN. One word, and I have done; 
and that word is, that notwithstanding the acqui- 
sition of the vast territory of Fexas, represented 
by the Senator from Massachusetts, it is the fact 
that.all that addition to our territory, made it 
by no means equal to what the northern States 
had excluded: us from before that acquisition. 
The territory lying west, between the Mississippi 
and the Rocky Mountains, is three fourths of the 
whole of Louisiana; and that which lies between 
the Mississippi and the Ohio, added to that, makes 
a much greater extent of territory than Florida, 
and Texas, and that portion of Louisiana that 
has fallen to our share. 

Mr. WALKER moved the postponement of the 
farther ‘consideration of the resolutions until to- 
morrow; which was agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. DOUGLAS, the other special 
order, viz., the message of the President, transa 
mitting the constitution of California, upon which 
he is entitled to the floor, was postponed to Mon- 
day next. 

Mr. BADGER moved that the Senate do now 
adjourn. 

The yeas and nays were called for, and being 
taken, were as follow: 

YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Benton, Berrien, 
Borland, Bradbury, Butler, Calhonn, Cass, Chase, Ciarke, 
Clay, Cooper, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of 
Mississippi, Dawson, Dayton, Downs, Felchs Foote, Greene, 
Hale, Hunter, King, Mangum, Mason, Morton, Pearce, 
Phelps, Rusk, Sebastian, Seward, Smith, Soulé, Turney, 
Underwood, Wales, Walker, Webster, and Whiteomb—42. 

NAYS—Messrs. Dickinson, Dodge of Iowa, Douglas, 
Hamlin, Jones, and Norris. 


The Senate then adjourned. 
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EXPLANATIONS-—-PERSONAL AND POLITICAL. 


The House being in Committee of the Whole on the state | 
of the Union, (Mr. Boyo, of Kentucky, in the Chair,) and 
the floor having been yielded, for the purposes of explana- 


j! tion, to Messrs. HHILLIARD and Stranty— 


Mr. HILLIARD rose and said: 

Mr. Cuairman: The Methodist Episcopal 
Church, with which I have been connnected since 
I attained manhood, devolves on certain of its 
members, engaged in the various pursuits of life, 
the duty of enforcing, occasionally in public, the 
religious truths held by that body of Christians. 
This duty has been devolved on me by that 
church, Lam not insensible to the criticism to 
which it subjects me; butsuch are my convictions 
in regard to the duty, that 1 have no purpose of 
relinquishing it, while I live. A sense of this re- 
ligious obligation, has restrained me on all occa- 
| sions, in my intercourse with society, from any 
departure from the most perfect courtesy. Since 
my connection with the Congress of the United 
States, I have habitually forborne to trespass on 
the rights, or even the feelings, of any of its mem- 
bers. if on any occasion I had done so from in- 
advertance, | should, when reminded of it, have 
promptly repaired the wrong. My self-respect, 
as well as a sense of justice, dictated this course; 
and that I have uniformly adhered to it, is well 
known to gentlemen with whom I have had the 
honor to serve on this floor for years past. 1 may 
safely appeal to gentlemen on both sides of the 
chamber to sustain me in this statement. 

On the other hand, I have at all times supposed 
that no gentleman would allow himself to allude 
in any offensive sense to my religious profession. 
There exists a strong disposition in vulgar minds 
to do this, but I believe that no one has so far vio- 


| lated the rules of decorum as to do so, with two 
| exceptions. 


_* This debate is a continuation of the proceedings pub- 
lished on the last column of page 475 of this work, but was 
not obtained in time for insertion in its place. 
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A member from Pennsylvania, who addressed 
the committee some days since, [Mr. Srevens,] 
felt himself at liberty to urge me to call on my 
illustrious friend, as he styled the President of the 
United States, and announce to him, in inspired 
language, his impending doom. He selected: the. 
very language which I was to utter in the ear of the 
President, ‘‘ Accursed is the man stealer;” and I 
was to add to this a solemn entreaty to him to 
abandon his slave property, if he desired to escape 
the Divine wrath. Tshalf not offer a single remark 
in regard to. the offensiveness of this language, in 
its application to the Chief Magistrate of the na- 
tion, or to myself as a member of this House; but 
shall leave it to that prompt condemnation which 
it will meet from every man who has any just 
sense of propriety. . 

. The other exception to which I refer, is the 
member from North Carolina, who spoke yester- | 
day. That member thought proper to charge me, 
without a single provocation, on my part, with | 
4 desecrating the Scriptures, by quotations from 
them, urging the citizens of the United States to 
shed, each other’s blood;” and he proceeded, far- 
ther, to charge me with a design to break up this 
Union. These charges were gratuitously made ; 
it was not my purpose, to interfere with the mem- 
ber, in the course of his speech. His very gross 
allusion to me, drew from me an unpremeditated 
and indignant denial. Gross as the assault upon 
me was—none could be more so—I should have 
replied to it in less offensive language. A mo- 
ment’s reflection would have enabled me to do so, 
but my indignation was, for the moment, irrepress- 
ible. “I pronounced it “ false,” as it most cer- 
tainly was. Sull, sir, however little respect was 
due to the member who could bring against me 
such an atrocious charge, I onght to have checked 
an indignation, which, however natural itis to 
feel under such an outrage, impelled me to make 
a harsher reply than I could have desired to make, 
in a cooler moment. But, sir, it was an impulse 
which every generous man will at once understand | 
and excuse. \ 

In looking around this arena, Mr. Chairman, 
the member had a perfect right to select his ad- 
versary; but however much the world may applaud 
the discretion with which the member exercised his 
right in singling me out, it will not be likely to 
award him an ovation for any success which he 
may win in the contest. He thought it proper— 
perhaps 1 should say prudent—to pass by all 
others, and to throw his gauntlet immediately at my 
feet, as he entered the gladiatorial ring—at the 
moment in which he referred to me in a manner 
which almost every other member of the House, 
but himself, would have felt should shield me from 
assault. I repeat, sir, the world may applaud the 
member’s discretion, whatever it may say of his | 
manliness. 

Now, sir, I deny that I have on any occasion 
employed the Scriptures for the purpose which the 
member charges on me. Indeed, I have never | 
drawn upon them, as I remember, for any pur- į 
pose whatever, in the debates of this House. I 
have never sought to vindicate slavery by a single | 
quotation from them. In my late speech, I ex- | 
pressly declined to argue the question affecting the | 
rights of the people represented by me, in respect ; 
to slavery, on moral grounds; because the argu- | 
ment would admit the jurisdiction of the forum; 
and I urged none but political considerations in | 
support of those rights. . | 

Much less, sir, have I at any time sought to 
bring the authority of the sacred volume to the 
support of violent measures. I distinctly and em- 
phatically repel the charge. Let my speech be 
examined, and it will be found that the charge of 
the member from North Carolina is without even 
the coloring of truth. It was, I am confident, hast- 
ily uttered. It proceeded from the unbalanced | 
character of that member’s mind, and his malig- | 
nant disposition toward southern members who 
might be supposed ready to condemn his extraor- 
dinary course at this critical conjuncture. IfI had 
thought proper to search the Scriptures for guid- : 
ance at this time, I am quite sure that I should 
have found nothing in them to encourage an aban- 
donment of duty by one who is entrusted by his 
constituents with the high functions of a repre- 
sentative; nor to favor a treasonable surrender, on 
his. part, of the rights which he was ¢hosen to 
uphold and defend. Iam here as the representa- 
tive of others. Their rights are committed to my | 


keeping.. Whatever I may encounter, I shall vig- 
orously and faithfully contend for those rights. - I 
find nothing in human or Divine teachings, to en- 
courage me to do otherwise. On the contrary, if 
{ could shrink from their maintenance, because of 
any apprehension of encountering opposition from 
the open enemies or false friends of those rights, I 
should incur the censure of the whole Christian 
and political world. In my late speech, 1 made a 
single brief quotation from the Scriptures, the 
object of which could not be tortured to mean 
what the member has charged, but asserted what | 
every one must admit to be true, that in a constitu- 
ticnal government, political truth, like revealed 
truth, must be open to the freest discussion—a 
right denied only by a despotic government— | 


which enforces tranquillity by the crushing might i 


of power—and formidable only to tyrants and to 
traitors. 

The other charge brought by the member, in 
his heedless manner, as to my disposition to break 
up the Union, is also without any foundation in | 
fact. Itisan error into which he has fallen from 
the present temper of his mind, which inclines him 
to suspect every southern man, who says a word in 
behalf of his section, of hostility to the Union. All 
such members, he undertakes to arraign and | 
censure. 

I challenge him or any other member of this 
House to produce a single remark of mine which 
favors the scheme of disunion. No man living is | 
more profoundly devoted to the Union than I am. ; 
We owe to it our prosperity, our power, and our 
glory. Its destruction would involve our own 
country in irretrievable ruin, and it would spread 
dismay through the ranks of the friends of liberty 
in every part of the world. i 

So far from looking to its disruption as a remedy 
for political evils, I would put my life in peril, at 
any hour, to save it. To my vision, it seems to 
be invested with dangers. I have pointed them | 
out; I have appealed earnestly to the patriotism of 
this body to save the Union, by a wise, just, and 
noble use of power. This would avert impend- | 
ing troubles, while it would insure, for the whole ; 
country, a glorious future. It would strengthen | 
the Union. 
Union as the member from North Carolina. We | 
differ in this: I stand with my people; he takes 
occasion, at this conjuncture, when his section is 
threatened, by the overwhelming power of a ma- | 
jority, to approach the feet of power, and to give | 
it whatever aid his abilities, or his position, may ; 
enable him to furnish. Je spoke of the wrongs | 
which his section has endured, in terms which 
were listened to with satisfaction only by those 
who oppose the very rights which he was sent 
here to uphold and vindicate. His course of re- 
mark could hardly fail to fill southern men with | 
indignation, and even northern men with con- 
tempt. He goes over the whole field of contro- 
versy, and cannot find a single grievance of which ! 
the South has a right to complain—not even the 
disregard of the constitutional provision to sur- 
render fugitives from labor, which northern gen- 
tlemen themselves admit to be a wrong. He be- 
comes, indeed, the champion of the majority; in- 
vites them to press their measures, and threatens 
his own people, if they resist, with the military 
power of the Government. | 

However ready I may be, on all proper occa- 
sions, to do homage to the high qualities of the 
North, I cannot, at a moment like this—when the | 
wholestrength of that powerful section of the Union || 
is arrayed against the South—hesitate to take part | 
with the people, among whom Providence has cast | 
my lot, in the great struggle through which they || 
are now passing. Nor can I comprehend how any | 
southern man—acquainted with the history of his | 
country, familiar with the wrongs to which the | 
South has been subjected, in regard to the question | 
now before Congress—can, for a moment, forget, | 
or forsake, the cause of that generous and gallant 
people. The nobler sympathies of our nature— 
in the absence of all the obligations of patriotism— | 
should impel us to range ourselves on the side of | 
the feeble against the strong. ‘The course of the | 
member from North Carolina seems to me to out- 
rage both; it does violence alike to the nobler im- i 
pulses of our nature, and the dictates of patriot- | 


ism; and, whether it is considéred in regard to me | guard, to the 


or to his country, it is not likely to be commended 
for its elevation, its generosity, or its manliness. 
A gentleman from New York, [Mr. Wutrts,] j 


I claim to be as true a friend to the || 


| 
\ 
| 
i 
i 
| 
| storm! 
i 
i 


who: sits before me, I observe ‘intimates that be 
approves the course of the gentleman from. North 
Carolina; in coming to the aid of the North at,this 
conjuncture, and ‘says, that the gentleman: from 
North Carolina- sees things through the same me- 
dium that he does. . That. is more than J. have 
charged; for the gentleman: from New York has, 
on every occasion when a question came up affect- 
ing the rights of the South, voted: against the 
South. He has, on every occasion, from. first to 
last, voted for the Wilmot proviso, and sustained 
Gorr’s resolution as to slavery in the District o 

Columbia. : : 

These gentlemen, sir—the one coming from New, 
York, and the other from North Carolina—sent 
here by constituencies so widely differing upon 
this question, sée things through. the same me- 
dium! 

I thank the gentleman from New York for the 
timely remark. He admits the extraordinary po- 
sition of the member from North Carolina; and 
he accounts for it by saying, that ‘they see 
things through the same medium.” Such are the 
commendations which a southern Representative 
receives when he lends himself to carry out. the 
objects of northern power. 


sectional feeling. I spoke for the Union; 1 pointed. 
to its glorious ensign, floating in conscious pride 
over this broad continent, from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific, and borne by our adventurous seamen into 
all the waters of the globe. l urged the people 
who surrounded me, and to whom the wildest 
appeals were addressed by those who undertook 
to ride me down, to cherish a patriotic regard for 
the whole country; and J assured them that no act 
of aggression on their rights would be made by 
Congress, and that if it were attempted, the act 
would be arrested by the President of their 
choice. But, sir, standing here, in the midst of 
the Representatives of other States, I have felt it 
to be my duty, to resist every measure which 
would be regarded by the people, for whom. T 
speak, as an encroachment on their rights or their 
honor, and to urge upon this great body, repre- 
senting the whole country, the views which they 
entertain of a question which so deeply affects 
them. To have done otherwise, would, in my 


|| judgment, have been a gross abandonment of duty 
i| —duty to my immediate constituents, and to my 


| whole country. While I have thus aimed to do 
my duty here faithfully and efficiently, L have in 
my correspondence with those I represent, con- 
tributed what I could to encourage a sound senti- 
ment at home—to repress, rather than to: excite 
dissatisfaction. I have stated my hope in'the just 
action of Congress, and my confidence in’ the 
President. I have discouraged all movements 
toward effecting a sectional organization, be- 
lieving that an occasion would not arise, calling 


| for any other means of redress, than those which 


the forms of the Government afford. In the early 
part of the session, when it was impossible. to fore- 


| see what would be done, I joined my colleagues in 
| addressing a letter to the Government, in the hope, 


that the real sentiment of the people of Alabama 
would be uttered in firm and moderate resolutions 
on the part of the Legislature, and that the Ex- 
ecutive of the State would be empowered, in the 
event of a serious aggression being made by this 
Government upon their rights, to bring the sub- 
ject before the people themselves, to decide upon 
it, as they alone have the right to do. 

Such, sir, has been my course, adopted under a 
high sense of duty. My aim has been to main- 
tain the rights of the people represented by me, 
and, at the same time, to avert from the Union 
every cause of trouble—so little do-Ideserve to 


| be classed with those who desire to break up the 


Union. God grant that it may out-ride every 


It is not to be denied, that those who represent 

a feeble section, must sometimes apy ear to be im- 

| practicable. Their constituents depend, for their 
i security, upon a strict observance of the organic 
| law. ‘This they must insist upon; it may put them 
in conflict with a majority; their firmness may even 


|| threaten shocks te the system; but they must hold 


| their position—for when they abandon it, they sur- 
i render the rights, which they were appointed to 
| unchecked dominion of power. This 
Government, without the Constitution, would be an 
absolute despotism. 
Those of us who have contended for the rights 


Sir, when at home, I did what I could to allay — 
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ofthe southern people, and have demanded for 
them ‘the: protection of the Government, may be 
denounced for a time—traitors may assail us—the 
surges will dash against us;—but when the storm 
is: gone by, and the groat question now before us 
ig settled, reason and truth will reassert their do-- 
minion, and will vindicate us against the charge 
of faction. It will then be seen how much we 
have contributed to restore the action of the Gov- 
ernment to its true course, and that determined re- 
sistance to aggression is the only effectual mode 
of maintaining conservative principles. ` j 

In ourcontests here, sir, this must. be borne: in 
mind. In the language of Edmund Burke, ‘t some- 

thing must be allowed to the-spirit of liberty.’? I 
shall. do. my duty; no considerations shall deter 
me. from: it—no. reproaches can discourage—no | 
threats can intimidate me. Harmony. can only 
be maintained throughout this wide-spread Repub- 
Jic by’a wise, patriotic, and noble use of power. 
The: people in every part of it must feel that their 
rights.are protected. To wield the power of the 
Government, either to enrich one section at the ex- 
pense of another, or to destroy the securities which 
protect the property of every portion of the peo- 
ple, must give rise to dissatisfaction; and if the | 
wrong be heavy enough, it will occasion angry 
and even fatal convulsions. The right of revolu- 
tion resides in every people under Fleaven; and 
there are wrongs which will drive them to the ex- 
ercise of it, unless they are already fit to be.made 
slaves. No people, who comprehend and’ love 
liberty, will bear too heavy a pressure from power, 
He who stands ready, as. the representative of a free 
people, to surrender their rights to the demands of 
power, and to proclaim that no wrongs can drive them 
into resistance to their Government, is already dead to 
‘the noble impulses which can alone preserve liberty. 

If, sir, this Union could be maintained by force | 
~if it could exist after the whole power of the 
Government came to be employed against the 
property of the people of one half of the States— 
what generous or right-minded man, come from 
what section he may, would not prefer to main- 
tain it by a just exercise of the political functions 
which he holds—by a magnanimous forbearance in 
the use of strength—than by military power? 

Sir, this Union can be perpetuated—not by 
force—not. by bayonets—but by cherishing the 
apirit which gave it its existence, and by a rigid 
adherence to the Constitution. I take this occa- 
sion to say, that T ask for no amendment to the 
Constitution; let it stand; let it be observed in let- 
ter and spirit, May it be perpetual! I do not 
desire to throw any additional obstacles in the 
way of a speedy settlement of the great question 
now pending. I earnestly desire to see it disposed 
of in a spirit which will inspire fresh confidence in 
the Government, and give new strength to the 
Union. 

The member from North Carolina, in his ex- 
traordinary speech yesterday, did not content him- | 
self with inviting us to accompany him to the 
tomb of Washington, whither we should all have 
gone as willing pilgrims; but he alluded to Jack- 
son, in such terms, as to revive party animosities, 
which have hardly yet had time to die out, and 
which, at this moment especially, ought not to 
be revived. He spoke of his exertions for the 
preservation of the Union, and of the menaces 
which, at a certain period of our country’s his- 
tory, he had uttered. He then passed to the | 
President of the United States, and hoped that the 
same special Providence which had preserved the 
lives of the two illustrious men already alluded to, | 
would keep him; and that he, too, might be able, 
in spite of all resistance, to save the Union. How 
would that gentleman wish him to preserve it? 
By military power? By the exercise of his great 
abilities ax a military leader? Sir, I greatly miscon- | 
ceive the character of the President, if he would 
not infinitely prefer to serve his country, and to 
save the Union, by employing pacific measures, 
than by an appeal to arms. My confidence in the 
President is unlimited. Recognizing in him great 
qualities, which fited him, as {I believed, for a 
faithful and efficient performance of Executive 
trusts I contributed, what I could, to secure his | 


| rect or not; and who, according to this report, 


| reverend gentleman from Alabama or myself. 1 


j my voice, 


He says, however, that he was not in a Method- 
ist Church in that city. -If he had sometimes 
visited such places, his morals and his manners |; 
would probably both be. better than they are to- |i 
day.. The remark only discloses the incurable 
proneness of the member to a line-of conduct, 
which must prove far more injurious to him than 
it can possibly be to-others. : 

As my position. puts it out of my-power to ap- 
peal.to the only considerations which seem to- be 
potential in holding him to the observance of-a de- 
cent demeanor, I must, of course, expect to hear 
from him the rudest- remarks which his nature can 
suggest. No one will be at a loss. to account for 
such a display of his spirit. A 

I was observing, sir, that my. confidence in the 
President, so far from -being diminished by a per- 
sonal knowledge of him, has gained strength. I, 
too, look to him in this great crisis. The laurels 
which encircle his brow, have been nobly earned; 
he does not desire to have them crimsoned with 
fraternal blood. History has already claimed his 
military achievements for the brightest pages in | 
which she records great exploits. 1 earnestly | 
hope that the influence of his high station, and his 
great character, will, through all his future days, 
be thrown on the side of peace; thatthe evening 
of his life may be crowned with even more glo- 
rious trophies than war has yielded him; that his 
administration willbe illustrated by an unswerving 
adherence to the Constitution; by afirm protection 
of the rights of the weak, whensvever they are 
threatened by the power of the strong; and that 
his country will hereafter rank him with her benc- 
factors, less on account of the victories which he 
has won in the field, than for the triamphs which 
yet await him in a wise, just, and noble per- 
formance of the duties of the great office, to which 
he has been called by the American people. 

Mr. STANLY. I am very much indebted to 
the courtesy of the committee, for the opportunity 
of saying a few words, after what we have just 
heard. In doing so, I shall take especial care, so 
far as the infirmities of human nature will allow, 
to say nothing too severe to the reverend political 
parson, who has just taken his seat. I shall en- 
deavor to restrain myself, not on account of what 
is due to his conduct, but on account of what is due 
to the profession, which he does not, by any means, 
adorn, {i shall endeavor to preserve that decorum 

which is due to this House, and which is due to 
my own character; and if I forbear to say any- 
thing of peculiar severity to the right-honorable, 
and most-reverend preacher, from the great State 
of Alabama, it will not be on account of what he 
deserves, but out of respect to my own charac- 
į ter. 

Now, here is an exhibition. I wish the coun- 
try to see the report which comes to us in the 
“ Daily Globe,” of the proceedings of yesterday, 
which l never saw until this morning, and 
with the reporters of which I had no communica- 
tion. Ido not know who reported it, or anything 
about it. Iam willing to let that go out to the 
public, and I appeal to every gentleman, of both 
parties, in this louse, to say whether it is cor- 


stands most to blame in the sight of all good 
men. Iam willing to take that gentleman before 
any Methodist Church in my country, and have 
him tried, as to who acted in a manner more 
becoming the gentleman or the Christian—the 


hope the Committee will give me credit for the 
declaration, that upon the slightest intimation 
on your part, Mr. Chairman, that Iwas out of 
order, I resumed my seat. I endeavored to 
act with the utmost decorum; but in attempt- | 
ing to crowd a two hours’ speech into one, | 
(a hard matter, by the way,) I spoke with a 
great deal of excitement, and the reporter did not 
hear, and has not reported, a remark which the 
reverend parson, who, as i shall presently show, ji 
preaches disunion, made in his seat. He thrust || 
himself into this debate. I made no allusion to him. 
I did not know that he was within the sound of |! 
I did not care where he was. I knew |! 
he ought not to have said what he did. 1 knew 


if 


} 


nomination at Philadelphia. I bad the impression | 
that the member from North Carolina was op- |j 
posed to it. He now informs me that he was not, || 
but aided to bring it about. I, with pleasure, ac- |! 
cept his statement of the fact, and thank him—at | 
least, for that. 


i 
Í 


if 


he violated the propriety of his station. I did not 
know the gentleman was in the House; but while 
i was speaking, he made a remark, with some se- 
verity and rudeness, which caught my ear, and I 
turned to him and said, I would pay my respects || 
to hirn before I was through. 5 : i 


i! 
Fi 
i 
i 
A 
j 
f 


; James. 


| man from Alabama, or any of that sort. 


| would’ 


Mr. HILLIARD. Will the gentleman state 
what the remark was? : 

Mr. STANLY. “It was not true,” “ Not s0;” 
or something of the kind, and it touched me ina 
moment. ; 

Mr. HILLIARD. The gentleman wholly mis- 
conceived my remark. Iam incapable of making 
use.of such an expression, unless offence has first 
been given me. I simply inquired of a gentleman 
near me, whether-——[the rest of the sentence was 
lost to the reporter.} 

Mr: STANLY. How did I know, when the 
gentleman spoke in his seat, whether he intended 
the remark for me, or any one else? The gentleman 
spoke in a loud voice, and the remark caught my 
ear, and produced the effect of exciting my feel- 
ings in a moment. For that reason, | turned to 
the gentleman from Alabama. . But for his thrust- 
ing himself into the. debate, in that way, I should 
have made no allusion to him. He now disclaims 
any such purpose, 1 should have thought him 
incapable of it, but for the speech of this morning. 
I think he has shown that he is not incapable of 
such a purpose. 

Mr. HILLIARD. Will the 
me a word? 

Mr. STANLY. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HILLIARD. Iam, f insist, incapable of 
originating any offensive remark to any gentleman; 
and I take occasion distinctly to say, that inad- 
vertently i made a reply to the very harsh state- 
ment made by the gentleman against myself, which 
I could not have made upon reflection. Butlin- 
sist that the original grievance came from the gen- 
tleman. I.had no purpose of interfering. with 
him, nor had I any intention of offering. him the 
slightest indignity, nor would I at this moment say 
anything, but for the necessity of vindicating 
myself. 

Mr. STANLY. God‘ help the conscience of 
these political parsons. I do not understand what 
their conscience is. I do not like this tame-snake 
way of doing business—this professed gentleness 
—yet this malignant attempt to wound.’ Let a 
man be either fish or flesh, politician or parson, 
and we will know how to take him. 

The honorable gentleman from Alabama com- 
menced this morning, by saying that he was a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
Yes, and I referred to the fact yesterday, in cour- 
tesy. He promulgates it this morning. He knew 
it, and the country knows it, from extracts which 
have been published from his sermons. He is 
one of those gentlemen, 1 doubt not, who desire to 
procure the éclat of the galleries, and the compli- 
ments of the ladies, for his sermons; and he comes 
here this morning to pour out his malice upon 
me. I cannot but have respect for that Church, 
from the associations which are connected with it 
in my own mind. In my youth, I attended its 
ministrations. I have a high respect for its clergy, 
in spite of the exhibition we have had here this 
morning. ‘They are the pioneers of religion inour 


gentleman allow 


| country. They are notlike the gentleman from 


Alabama, who knows a great deal more about 
Vattel, Bynkershoek, and Grotius de Jure Belli, 
than of the Epistles of St. Peter, St. Paul, or St. 
But they are these hundred dollar men, 
who take their ponies and saddle-bags, and ride 
through our American forests, sending forth glad 
tidings of great joy to the black and. the white. 
They are to religion, what our Yankees are to com- 
merce, they go where nobody else goes, and do 
not preach for glory, or for pay, like the. gentle- 
They 
do not dance in attendance on the great—are not 
“ Frequent in park with lady at his side, 

* * * * * * * 

Constant at routs, familiar with a round, 

OF ladyships.?? * $ * 

Through these men, “the poor have the Gospel 
preached unto them,” Did the committee observe 
what the gentleman said this morning ? In the most 
emphatic way he had, he said that ‘ no gentleman 

?. so and so. f 

Mr. HILLIARD. [ said, I thought no gentle- 
man could allow himself—— 

Mr. STANLY. Exactly—that ‘no gentleman 
could allow himself.” Now, I want to know how 
I am to treat with him—as a parson or as a politi- 


i cian? I wish to be moderate in my remarks to- 


ward him, notwithstanding his assault this morn- 
ing. Doés it become a follower of the meek and 
lowly Jesus, who was despised of men—a man of 


` would impose. 
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sorrows, and acquainted with grief--who when He 
was smitten on one cheek, turned the other also— 
to get up,and taunt a member, that heis “no gen- 
teman?” Is that Alabama Methodism? No, sir! 
that is the preacher of the disunion gang! What 
is the tenor of the gentleman’s Speech? How does | 
he refer to me? “The member from North Caro- 
lina.” Now, we know. that if any ‘gentleman 
chooses to be offensive. in debate, it is usual for 
him to say, “the member.’? Js that acting up to 
his professions? {sitin accordance with the rules 
of decorum and propriety? I surent to nim even, 
in his cool moments, to say if he did not show 
some bitterness of feeling? The gentleman has 
shown, by his remarks, that I have a higher re- 
spect for what is due to a member of this House, 
and what is due to a gentleman, than he has. 

The gentleman spoke of my coming here into 
the gladiatorial arena, and commended my dis- 
cretion in choosing my adversary, intimating that 
{ should have attacked some one who was nota 
clerzyman—a very gentle hint that there was 
some cowardice in my attacking him. I suppose 
this old Anti-Mason—I beg pardon; I will say, 
this venerable gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
Srevens}]—is another gentleman who should not 
have been attacked? There was an intimation, this 
morning, that I chose my adversary. I submit to 
the House, and to the gentleman’s own constitu- 
ents, whether it is quite becoming a clergyman to 
intimate, in the style he did, that I selected him 
because he was a clergyman. I[ did not reply to 
his abusive epithet and coarse language, when he 
said, that what was stated was false,” without 
asking what I meant, or my saying a word, or 
giving me a chance for explanation. Let this 
record, {holding up the ‘ Globe,”’] published this j 
morning, say who deported himself most in ac- 
cordance with the rules of propriety and deco- 
rum—the gentleman or myself. 

Now, a word about this desecration of the 
Scriptures. The gentleman from Alabama, in a 
speech delivered on the 14th of February, 1850, 
says: 


“« We cannot submit to the tranquillity which a despotism 


truth—let it first be pure, then peaceable.” 


If I understand the honorable gentleman, he just 
now disclaimed having been guilty of a desecra- 
tion of the Scriptures. Now, whatis a desecration 
of the Scriptures? I may have been guilty of it 
yesterday, myself. I confess myself liable to the 
imputation, “We do not all refer, in conversation, 


with proper reverence to the Scriptures; but, | 


according to the meaning given by lexicographers, 
to “desecrate,” is “to divert from a sacred pur- 
pose;”’ to use irreverently; to quote it to 

Point a moral, or adorn a tale.” 


That is all I meant—nothing more; and I had not 
the most distant idea, I assure the House, on the 
word of a gentleman, to say anything in that re- 
mark, to injure the feelings of the honorable gen- 
tleman from Alabama. Not the most distant. 
The gentleman thrust himself upon me, as I said 
before, when I was highly excited in debate, say- 
ing, “It is false.” f 
pure, then peaceable?” from the General Epistle 


of St. James? 
le gentleman had read that | 


ning before he came here; | 
severity of | 


I wish the honorab 
whole chapter this mor 
it would greatly have assuaged the 
some of his remarks. The Apostle tells us, 


« But the wisdom that is from above is—first pure, then | 


le and easy to be entreated; full of mercy 


peaceable; gent ob x 7 
without partiality, and without hypoevisy.”? 


and good fruits 5 
Was the gentleman from 
terday? or “ easy to be entreated”’ to-day? Flas 
he been disposed to show “ mercy?” Alas! what 
are the “fruits” of his wisdom! 
verse which I commen 
of righteousness is sown i n 
make peace.” Has the gentleman, after a night’s 
rest, evinced any 
willful misreprese 
Mr. Chairman, 
ment [I feel in this controversy. 
told us, in the beginning of his attack 
deportment wou 
was a clergyman, 
shafts, and ho 
when he is ca 
cannot ‘serve t 
for one whose | 
of his Maker. 


} confess the great embarrass- 


—what his 


wo masters.” 
ife is dedicated to the service 
But if such persons will be 


We hold that political truth is like revealed | 


Now, where is this ‘first | 


Alabama “ gentle” yes- | 


And the next : 
d to him is, “ And the fruit | 
n peace, of them that | 


wish to make peace? Let his , 
ntations of this morning answer. | 
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here, let them behave peaceably, nót preach- | 
ing discord; and out of this House, let them | 
afford material for letter-writers to report how 

prettily they preached, and how beautifully they 
talked, not-only of holy things, but of what 
they had seen in foreign lands. But let them not 
“ desecrate the Scriptures,” by quoting them to 
justify civil war. How far the gentleman has 
done so, I leave him, in his cooler moments, to 
decide. 

M. HILLIARD. 
fifteen minutes. 

Mr. STANLY. Yes, fifteen times fifteen, if I 
can only get a chance to come back. 

Mr, STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I must ob- 
ject to that, until I can havea touch at these young 
men. 

The CHAIR said the courtesy of the committee 
extended to but one speech. 

Mr. STANLY. l shall proceed. 

Mr. HILLIARD. Did I understand the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina to state, that I had 
furnished the letter-writers with paragraphs re- 
specting my own discourses? 

Mr. STANLY. No. I recommended him to 
preach such sermons as these letter-writers could 
take down and send home, to show how beauti- 
fully he does preach. That is all. 

Mr. HILLIARD. I desire to understand dis- 
tinctly the charge. Does the gentleman mean to 
say that I have furnished the letter-writers with a 
single paragraph in regard to my own discourses? 
It is atrocious. I distinctly state, that 1 have nei- 
ther seen nor heard of any such notice. 

Mr. STANLY. No; ‘stick to your voca- 
tion, Hal.” Preach pretty sermons. Let the let- | 
ter-writers take them down—send them home, to 
be put in ladies’ aibums—to show how beautifully | 
the gentleman preaches in relation to the law of 


If I can only be allowed 


am tired of this “ Miss Nancyism” in polities in 
the pulpit. We have had cnough of it. 

Í read an anecdote some years ago, of a cardi- 
nal, who flourished in the days when cardinals | 
were field-marshals; and the cardinal was a good | 
man, and the marshal a wicked one. The marshal 
had committed some act of injustice, and one of 
his friends asked him, “ How can you, a holy 
man, justify such an act?” The cardinal replied, 
he did that act asa marshal—as a military com- 
mander., “But,” said his friend, ‘ 
gets the marshal, what will become of the car- 
dinal?” . 

I commend this anecdote to the consideration of 
the politician and parson, who has assailed me 
this morning. And I tell the gentleman, there are 
a great many good people of his own Church, 
who believe, 


with me, that this place does not 
afford the best field for those who ought to be un- 
contaminated by the world—who ought to bej 
shining lights—and by their example, teach us to | 
reap the “ fruit of righteousness, sown in peace, 
of them that make peace.”’ 

The gentleman spoke of the want of balance in 
my mind. Nothing personal in that? Weil, if 
my mind is unbalanced, | am sorry for it. Such 
asit is, God gave it tome. I am thankful for it. 
L wish L had more. Whether L have more charity 
| than the gentleman from Alabama, { will leave for 
the Louse and the country to decide. Whether 
my mind is balanced, or whether my heart is in 
the right direction toward the country, let the 
country decide. 


Moses, and what he saw in foreign countries. l| 


if the devil |! 


Hear him again—page 2: ; 
-4 If we showd admit California into the Union as a State, 
with the boundaries now: claimed. by its inhabitants; wìth- 
out reeeiving guaranties for the protection’ of our rights ia 
other portions of the territories belonging to us; we should 
transfer the sceptre of political power at once, and forever, 
into the hands of the enemies of our institutions, ‘and the 
slaveholding States would enter upon a fixed, dreary, hope- 
less minority, in the face of a growing aggression which 
threatens our very existence.”’ ee i 
_Again he says: : ents 
“The time is come when the slaveholding States. must 
throw up barriers against all future aggressions, unless they 
are ready to surrender all weight in the Confederacy, of 
which they form a part, and tamely submit to any policy 
which an overwhelming majority may impose upon them, 
The time is come not only to resist the measures which now 
threaten them, but to demand guaranties for their future 
protection”? 
“If California comes in without guaranties,” 
what sort of guaranties I do not know, after his 
disclaiming a desire for an amendment of the Con- 


stitution. {s not this preaching disunion: fs it 
not telling his constituents they must fight? 

Hear him again: 

« For one, sir, Lam for offermg battle at once. Lam for 


staking everything upon a single field. We shall never. be 
in better condition for contesting it than we are now; and 
if we are hereafter to struggle for a foothold in Deseret and 
New Mexico, I prefer to struggle for ascendeney in Califor- 
nia too, that we may bear our institutions with us tothe 
Pacifice coast”? i 

What sort of “ battle ?”” 
ian sense? Is that ‘first pure, then peaceable 
Now, if an advocate of the resolution of ’99, one 
of the ‘double F. V’s” were to get up and say 
« We hold that political truth, like revealed truth, 
is first pure, then peaceable,’ it would not be 
| worse than Í have heard. ` 

1 can understand how some “ ninety-eight or 
ninety-nine” gentlemen may think that Jefferson’s 
wisdom came from above, unless when he wrote 
of slavery. 

But what does that mean, 
! battle at once.” 
Mr. HILLIARD. 1 will relieve the gentle- 
| man’s doubts. I meant it in a parliamentary 


Is that in a Pickwick- 
Tidd 


“I am for offering 


sense—for pressing the question here in Congress: 
to a complete settlement. k ` 
| Mr. STANLY. Lam glad to hear it. Let the 


country understand it. Then the Union is not to 


be dissolved. Last Saturday was the day ap- 
pointed, according to one prophecy, from a distin- 
guished quarter, that 1 saw in a newspaper. kis 


true, a terrific wind broke the flag pole of the 
Senate, and threw the roof off the Wincer build- 
ing, on that day; but the Union is not to be dis- 
| solved, and the preacher of discord is only using. 
these threats in a Pickwickian sense! = 

But | am glad to hear this was only meant-in a 
parliamentary sense. If this gentleman had: said 
this when I asked him the question, when he made 
hig speech, I should not have thought it proper to 
comment on this speech; and I would stop here, 
except that he has made it necessary, by his un- 
charitable remarks of this morning, that I should 
prove I had good cause for my inferences. 

‘The gentleman, that he may kindle sectional ani- 
mosities, says, the “southern States have borne the 
‘ pressure of the Government; they have witnessed 
‘the steady decline of their commercial prosperity; 
‘they have seen their emporiums languish, and 
‘their ships decay; yet, under all this adverse 
‘fortune, they have stood by the country; they 
‘have asked no legislation for their benefit; they 
‘have poured their wealth into your treasury; 
| «they have seen it scattered without stint, in other 
‘ «parts of the Confederacy. What is this but the 


The gentleman asks me with an air of triumph, | 


tains disunion sentiments. 


The gentleman | 


jd never have revealed—that he | 
and thus he throws his poisoned : 
ids up his clerical coat, in terrorem, | 
iled on to defend himself. A man, 
This is no place | 


lish language. 


“A spirit equally determined prevails at the South; } 
throughout that entire region there exists a single purpose 
in regard to this threatened aggression, and that is, to resist | 
it to the last.” ‘ 

What is the meaning of “ resisting to the last 
Why did he not, if he meant war and bloodshed, 
tell us what resistance means? Does he not mean 
civil war? Does any man in his senses doubt it? 
How else will the gentleman from Alabama resist 
the action of the Government? I asked him the 
other day, when speaking, what he meant by 
resistance? he gave no answer. 
after he concluded his speech; he gave no answer. 
He can give none. 1 defy him to give any, except 
civil war and bloodshed. 


wW 


| if there is a single passage in his speech which con- |; 
| Certainly, there are |; 
several of them, or L do not understand the Eng- |! 
Hear the following extract : what || 
does he mean in this sentence? ii 


int 
i 


I asked bim | 


old nullification jingle of words? 
Again, on page six, the gentleman says: 

whole extent of that wide-spread region, ` 
which rolls its waters in our 

Imost. tropical plains of southern Texas, and 

may well fix your attention; one 

ves the entire mass of 

You may almost hear 

n purpose, not 

but to demand 


; Survey, sir, the 
| beginning at the Potomac, 
! view, to the al 
you will see signs which $ 
i feeling, one purpose, one spirit, mo 
awakened and indignant freemen. - J 
he tones in which they announce their olem. 
į only to resist your threatened encroachments, 
guaranties for their future salety.”? 
What does all this mean? It sounds, to my 
‘ears, like the words of those who threaten to come 
|! here with arms, and take forcible possession of 
' the Capitol. It sounds very like the words of a 
|! gentleman from Georgia, not in Congress, who 
‘| wrote a furious letter, advocating a Southern Con- 
i| vention, [Mr. Trovrz.]_ Is all this in a par- 
© Yiamentary sense? if so, the gentleman does not 
‘agree with those who mean more, when they use 
‘his words. But hear him again: 


io ayfit be your settled policy to deny the slaveholding 
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States any participation in the territory now belonging to 
us, or hereafter to belong to‘us, ten the time is come, 
when the southern ‘States must decide a grave question—- 
erther to: submit.to. a gradual, but perfectly certain, change 
in their organie structure,.or to resist the threatened en- 
cioachment on their rights, at ever, hazard.’? j 

s At every hazard!’ Is that ina “* parliament- 
tary sense?” Pet ; 

‘Mr. HILLIARD.. In referring to offering 
battle, I meant that. particular phrase in a par- 
liamentary sense. But the gentleman, ‘surely, 
must understand that I insisted upon the opinion, 
which I sincerely hold, that certain acts of ag- 
gression by this Government. would. drive the 
people of the southern States into revolutionary 
resistance. : 

Mr. STANLY. What do you mean by “at 
every hazard.” 

Mr. HILLIARD. I meant to say, that, in my 
judgment; the passage of the Wilmot proviso 
would drive the southern people into resistance. 

Mr. STANLY. How? 

Mr. HILLIARD. Revolutionary resistance. 
I meant that such would be the effect of the pas- 
sage of the Wilmot proviso. Does not the gen- 
tleman think so? 

Mr. STANLY. What? 

Mr. HILLIARD. Think that it will drive 
them to resistance. 

Mr. STANLY. No; not by a Nashville Con- 
vention disunion and civil war! I told you that 
North Carolina would not go with that crowd. 
When resistance becomes necessary, North Caro- 
lina will act “on her own hook.” 

Mr. HILLIARD. How? Will you go armed? 

Mr. STANLY. If I were a preacher 1 would 
go unarmed; or against preachers, unarmed, 

Mr. HILLIARD. Does the gentleman believe 
that the southern people would, or would not, re- 
sist the passage of the Wilmot proviso? 

Mr. STANLY. I believe there is no danger of 
the Wilmot proviso being passed. 

Mr. HILLIARD. But answer. 

Mr. STANLY. I will “not answer him?” I 
do not believe there is any danger; but I believe— 
as I said in the legislature of my own State, last 
year, and now repeat—that the people of North 
Carolina will stand by the Union, Wilmot pro- 
viso, or no Wilmot proviso. 

Mr. HILLIARD. Would they submit, or re- 
ast? 

Mr. STANLY. Submit and resist are not 
words in my parliamentary vocabulary. 

Mr. HILLIARD. Will the gentleman allow 
me a single moment? 

Mr. STANLY. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HILLIARD. Does the gentleman mean 
to assert, that the people of the southern country 
would, or would not, resist the Wilmot proviso, 
in a revolutionary sense? 

Mr. STANLY. I do not believe they would. 
God forbid that I should entertain any such idea. 
As [said athome, in the legislature of my own State, 
so [ say now—they would not, and if they even 
intended to do so, after what we have heard from 
the distinguished Senator from South Carolina— 
after what we have heard from the honorable mem- 
ber from Alabama—I say, God deliver me from 
such associates, if we are going into the business 
of engaging in war, according to the plan of the 
gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. Brown,] or to 
act according to the wishes of the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. Meaps.] I said in our General 
Assembly in Norik Carolina, what I now repeat: 
“ Whether the Wilmot proviso should be adopted 
‘or not, the people of North Carolina will stand 
‘by the Union, as the ark of their political safety— 
fas a main pillar in the edifice of real independ- 
tence: the support of tranquillity at home: of 
‘peace abroad; of safety, of prosperity, and of 
‘that very liberty they so highly prize.” 

Is the gentleman answered? 

Fe now, under excitement, says he meant, 
‘fresist at every hazard’’—** revolutionary resist- 
ance;”’ though a few moments since he said, he 

. only means that “‘in a parliamentary sense.” Has 
he not “ confessed the corn,” as the saying is, 
that he did preach disunion? that he intended 
“revolutionary resistance” to an act of Congress? 


He stands guilty, according to his own confession | 


here this morning. 

Now, Lhave shown, that the gentleman from 
Alabama did preach disunion in his speech; and 
he thrust himself into the debate yesterday. 

He tells us of great things he did in the canvass 


in Alabama—that he was the ‘ensign of the Re- | 


public.” .- ; 

Now, sir, I had rather hear these praises from 
some other source. Why, if the gentleman bore 
the ensign of the Republic at home, can he not 
bear it here? I suspect the truth is, he is thinking 
of the political complexion of his district: he is 
afraid some Whig, who wishes to come to Con- 
gress, will be more like a lion than he—will roar so 
loudly against aggression, that the ladies (as in 
the play) may not know it is only a parson, and 
be afraid. Is he not afraid of some dozens of 
Whigs or Democrats, in his district, who want to 
come here? 

Now, the gentleman said that I was a cham- 
pion of that section. What section? He inti- 
mated the northern section. 1 am glad to hear 
that accusation from that quarter. It rejoices my 
heart, to know that lam entirely free of such con- 
duct as meets the approbation of that gentleman. 

It is one of the proudest things for me, to think 
of as long as I live. 

The gentleman says that I said nothing about 
fugitive slaves. Look at the report; ask this 
House. I said the North ought to comniy with 
the provisions of the Constitution, and no doubt 
would. This report-in the ‘* Globe,” snows that 
the gentleman is mad—blind with passion—that 


he did not hear my remarks, nor what } was talk- | 


ing about. 

Mr. HILLIARD. On the contrary, I said the 
gentleman did say so. His argument was, that 
the whole trouble about that subject grew out of 
party movements; that there was no real cause 
for dissatisfaction. 

Mr. STANLY. That is not the point. He said 
that F said ‘ nothing about northern conduct.” 1 
did. I referred to the agitation as caused by south- 
ern Democrats, and the ** Union” newspaper and 
Abolitionists. The gentleman cannot change the 
issue. i 

The gentlemen, says I threatened my own peo- 
ple. Twill not use the only appropriate epithet 
which this charge deserves. 1 made no threat of 
any kind. I did refer to my own people. I said, 
their lot was to be my lot, their fate my fate, 
their God my God; and whatever evil should befal 
them, my camp—in alluding to an anecdote bor- 
rowed from the gentleman from Kentucky—lI said, 
my camp was to be on the battle ground; and yet 
the gentleman says i threatened my own people. 
How did I threaten? Even a distinguished Sen- 
ator from Mississippi [Mr. Foote] cannot go all 
lengths with Mr. Catnoun. My “ threat”’ was, 
that public indignation would overtake all the fol- 
lowers of that gentleman, (Mr. CaLnoun.] One 
who could make such a charge against me, would 
‘desecrate the Scriptures. ”? 

But the gentleman found fault with the reference 
I made to General Washington’s suppressing re- 
bellion, to General Jackson’s suppressing the 
nullification rebeilion, and to the fact that Gereral 
Taylor, whose life Providence had guarded in so 
many dangers, would not betray his trust, and 
forget his oath. 

My feeble tribute to the memory of General 
Jackson, grates harshly on the ears of the gentle- 
man from Alabama. Iam sorry for it. Though 
{ differed in opinion with others, as to his civil 
administration, his patriotic conduct in 1833, in 
patting down nullification, commanded my high- 
est gratitude and admiration. And here let me 
say, my intercourse with many Democrats here, 
and at home, has overcome many prejudices I 
entertained against them. And upon this question 
of union, or civil war, I shall offer them the right 
hand of fellowship—especially those who have 
expressed their manly indignation of impudence 
and arrogance, in a manner becoming freemen. I 
shall be proud to be found side by side with those 
of them who rebuke treason, and stand up for the 
Union, and the whole country. 

The gentleman from Alabama hopes General 
Taylor will distinguish himself by calm and pa- 
cific measures. Did I intimate, or has any one 
intimated, that General Taylor would use force ? 
I think not. I might have said, he was sworn to 
support the Constitution, and see that the laws 
were faithfully executed. And I beliéve he will; 
ou { suppose his worst enemies will hardly doubt 
that. j 

But, Mr. Chairman, will the honorable gentle- 
man from Alabama tell me why he did, twelve 
months ago, in the southern caucus, stand up 


against aggression? What aggression has the 
North committed since then, when he, and several 
others, voted to lay on the table the Southern Ad- 
dress? What new light has dawned upon him? 
Why, sir, he saw new lights in the late. canvass 
in his district, under his ‘ensign of the Republic.” 

Buti made no threat. I have heard no threats 
from General Taylor. My time will not allow 
me to'see him often; and, if it did, E commiserate 
too much any one who is compelled to receive 
so many visits, to allow myself to trouble him 
with calls. J could have referred to the threats 
General Jackson made against a distinguished 
southern Senator, and some others. And within 
the last month, I have heard it from two gentle- 
men, who heard General Jackson say: ¢* Let these 
persons but commit one overt act, and I will hang 
them as high as Haman, by the Eternal !”’ 

But, with as much foundation as he had for 
other charges, the gentlemen from Alabama said, 

‘I was opposed in Philadelphia to General Tay- 
lor’s nomination. 

Mr. HILLIARD. I withdrew it upon the gen- 
tleman’s own statement. 

Mr. STANLY. Igivehim credit for withdraw- 
ing one charge; the proof to contradict him was toe 
near at hand. I hope the gentleman will aid me 
in supporting the peaceful measures recommended 
by the President. But one word of the Philadel- 
phia Convention. 1 stated, while he was speaking: 
just now, that in Philadelphia I had no intercourse 
with the gentleman; that I should have looked for 
him at some Methodist Church. The gentleman 
replied, it would have been better for my manners 
and morals. To this I answered, that if my man- 
ners and morals had been improved, it would not 
have been owing either to his preaching or tu his 
example. ‘And what did the reverend gentleman 
say to this provoked repartee? He said, I could not 
help “ certain tendencies,” and he made a down- 

‘ward motion. Now, sir, I confess, when F attack 
the gentleman, Iam going ina downward direc- 
tion. I confess, my tendencies are to strip, as E 
have, the wolf ofthe sheep’s clothing. I confess, 
when one of his calling attacks another, regardless 
of alf decorum, I have an irresistible “tendency?” 
to — Mr. Chairman, | will not follow a bad ex- 
ample and use harshness. of language, that I know f 
shall repent; | will not forget the gentleman’s voca- 
tion, though he may. But! wish the gentleman to 
understand, that this restraint is imposed by a 
feeling of respect for this House, and of regard for 
what becomes my own character, and not for 
what might be deservedly applied to the gentleman 
from Alabama. 

A few words more, and I will cease this un- 
pleasant discussion. 

In my remarks, yesterday, when I was so rudely 
interrupted by the géntleman, I did speak, Í 
thought, severely, of the agitation of Abolition- 
ists. I did say, Í thought the passage of the Wil- 
mot proviso would be regarded as a great outrage, 
for there was no necessity for it, | did say, that my 
people would regard it as an unfriendly exercise 
of power; that though it was excellent to have a 
giant’s strength, it was tyrannous to use it asa 
giant; and | repeat, that if that proviso should be 
passed, though my own opinions are for the 
Union, I believe the people of North Carolina wilt 
feel bound to deliberate in convention, or in her 
General Assembly, whether itis not time to think 
that our northern brethren are not disposed to treat 
us as countrymen. I believe that the passage of 
that proviso will sow seeds of discord and alien- 
ation, that years to come will noteradicate. When 
the State acts, I shail be found on her soil, with 
the nearest and dearest relatives and friends, ready 
to act with such powers as God has given me, as 
becomes a good citizen. But of this, I Say again, 
that proviso will not be forced uponus; butif it 
is, I do not go with Calhoun & Có., for reasons 
given yesterday. 


After these remarks, in answer to Mr. Huaro, 
Mr. Sranxy proceeded, hurriedly, to recapitulate 
some matter, to which he referred the day before. 
He referred to the aggressions of the nullifying 
policy, as illustrated in the compromise act of 
1833. He spoke of the home-valuation feature in 
that act, and said, that was the protective feature, 
which some southern members refused to stand 
by. He said, that act had cost a loss of more 
millions to the northern States, than the southern 
country had ever lost in negroes escaping, in thou- 
sands of dollars. He said, this- Government was 


1850. 
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formed not only to protect southern property, but 


domestic industry, North and South. 

He referred to a Union. meeting, at which. the 
most distinguished son of North Carolina, Judge 
Gaston, spoke of the nullifiers, who had sneered at 
North Carolina as the-Rip. Van Winkle of the 
South, when he said, better.‘ sleep on, than wake 
to treason or disunion; better be the Rip Van 
Winkle of the South, than the Cataline of the his- 
torian, or the Bobadil of the poet.” 

In answer to remarks of his colleague, of more 
money spent at the North, and of Mr. Hizriarp’s 
remark, of money * scattered in other parts of the 
Confederacy,” Mr. S. said, $20,000 for Cape Fear 
river had been in a bill vetoed by a southern Pres- 
ident ; and $50,000 for Nag’s Head, on the North 
Carolina coast, ‘ pocketed” by Captain Tyler, a 
southern President, and that he would promise ten 
or twenty northern or western democratic votes 
for every southern democratic vote, for these im- 
provements. What work, what light-houses, 
wanted by the southern country, had northern 
men ever refused? 

[These remarks are not all reported in full, for 
Mr. S. said they were intended as part of his 
speech of the day before.] 

Mr. STANLY concluded, by saying, he begged 
pardon for his part in the debate; he found he was 
too easily excited; he had, however, tried to con- 
trol his feelings; he hoped he would be pardoned 
for whatever might have been said, under excite- 
ment, at all unbecoming. If those from whom 
better things were to be expected, could not always 
preserve self-control, what allowance ought to be 
mado for “one little better than one of the wick- 
ed?’ 

Mr. S. said, he had not the least idea while 
speaking yesterday, to have said anything offensive 
to the gentleman from Alabama. He would have 
been the last person in the House, whom he 
would have selected to attack unkindly, and he 
should, if opportunity had offered, had not the 
harsh word he used reached his ear, have instantly 
begged his pardon. He remembered his vocation 
and station in life, and felt hurt, that he could, by 
any provocation, have been guilty of offering him 
insult. He regretted it all: and was altogether sur- 
prised by the tone and manner of the gentleman 
this morning. He came there, prepared to beg par- 
don for his hasty expressions. But the gentleman’s 
speech this morning prevented. He hoped, here- 
afier, when he should have acquired control over 
his temper, in a more appropriate sphere of action, 

- to hear 
«Truths divine come mended from his tongue.” 


Mr. HILLIARD said, this was the first occa- 
sion upon which anything like a tender of the 
olive-branch had been made by the gentleman 
from North Carolina, [Mr. Sranry.] He (Mr. 
H.) now took occasion to say, that he had not 
entertained a single unkind sentiment toward that 
gentleman, until he had yesterday made a very 
gross and unprovoked charge upon him, by saying 
that he had desecrated the Scriptures for the worst 
purposes, Let it all pass. The gentleman must, 
of course, settle for himself what his own reta- 
tions with him (Mr. H.) should hereafter be. He 
had only vindicated himself, and exposed the 
course of the gentleman from North Carolina, in 
proper terms. . ; 

Mr. STANLY said, that if the gentleman was 
so disposed, he was willing to forget all that had 
passed, and to understand, not only their speeches, 
but all the gentlemaan’s threats, in & Parliamentary 


sense only. 
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The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
` THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 
Mr. THOMAS moved that the House proceed 
to the consideration of private bills, [this being 
one of the days set aside by the rules for the con- 


sideration thereof.] ; 

The SPEAKER said, the first business in order 
would be the consideration of private bills report- 
ed on Friday last from the Committee of the 
Whole. 

The House thereupon passed to that order of 
business. . , 

The SPEAKER stated, that the bills which re- 
ceived the favorable consideration of the Commit- 


tee of the Whole, last private-bill day, would be | 
the business first in order to-day. 


The following bills were then taken up, severally 
réad, and ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing, and, being engrossed, were read the third time 
and passed, viz: 

The bill for the relief of William B. Crews; 

The bill for the relief of Charles Ahrenfeldt and | 
John F. H: Voght; | 

The bill for the relief of William Paddy; 

The bill for the relief of Gideon Walker; 

The bill for the relief of Jesse Sutton; 

The bill for the relief of E. Paven Stadt and 
F. A. Schumacher; 

i The bill for the relief of Furguson and Mil- | 


ardo; 

The bill for the relief of Richard P. Barrett; | 
The bill granting a pension to Avery Downer; 
The bill for the relief of Captain Henry F. | 
Evans; 

The bill for the relief of George Cassady; 

The bill for the relief of Benjamin P. Smith; and 

The bill for the relief of Lewis Hastings. 

The bill for the relief of Joshua Follansbee and | 
B. F. Isherwood, and for other purposes, having ' 
been reported from the Committee of the Whole, | 
with a recommendation that it be referred to the | 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, | 
it was taken up for consideration, and the question | 
of reference was carried in the affirmative. i 

The next bill in order, was that for the relief of 
John Glenn, administrator of Robert Barry, de- ! 
ceased, and Washington Hall, which had been ; 
reported from the Committee of the Whole, with | 


i 
| 
i 
| 
i 


a recommendation that it be recommitted to the 


Committee on Claims: 
The question was put on the motion to recom- | 
mit, and it was decided in the affirmative. 


The next bill in order, was that for the relief of 
Samuel Dewey, which had been reported from the | 
Committee of the Whole, with an amendment, pro- | 
viding that the pension shall commence from ang | 
after the 4th of March, 1849, instead of the 4th of : 
March, 1840, as provided in the original bill. 

The bill was then read as it had been amended 
by the committee. 

Mr. SACKETT expressed himself in opposi- | 
tion to the amendment of the Committee of the , 
Whole, and proposed to amend their amendment, | 
by striking out the word ‘ nine” and inserting the | 
word ‘ five,” so as to make the pension com- 
mence from and after the 4th March, 1845. i 

Mr. WALDO made some remarks in favor of | 
the bill. He said the Committee on Revolution- į 
ary Pensions were satisfied, from the testimony be- | 
fore them, that the petitioner was entitled to the | 
pension. Although he was in favor of the bill as ` 
it originally stood, yet he preferred the amend- | 
ment of the gentleman from New York [Mr. | 
Sacxerrt] to that of the Committee of the Whole, | 
because it accorded more justice. 

Mr. WHITE, although in favor of the original : 
bill, was willing to take the amendment proposed | 
by the gentleman from New York, because some | 
justice would be awarded by it. 

Mr. JONES inquired under what law the appli- | 
cation was made for the pension? i 

Mr. SACKETT was understood to say, the act || 
of 1832. 

Mr. JONES. If the case was brought within 
the provision of the law of 1832, the pension should ; 
commence in 1831. He supposed, however, that | 
the petitioner was unable to perfect his proof be- ` 
fore the department to entitle him to the benefits of 
that law. If he was able to perfect his proof so 
far as to satisfy the committee which reported the - 
bill, and the House, that he did render the service 
required by the act of 1832, to entitle him to the 
benefits of that act, then it was clear that the pen- 
sion should commence from and after the 4th of 
March, 1831. If, however, they were not satisfied | 
that the service was performed, then he was not 
entitled toa pension. He did not know upon 
what ground the committee could compromise the | 
question, if he was not entitled under the law of 
1832, by reporting in favor of a pension under a ` 
different law. 

Mr. SACKETT said, the application for the 
pension was made as far back as 1840; and that | 
was the reason that the committ e had fixed the 
period of 1840 for the commencement of the pen- 
sion. This practice, he believed, had been adopted , 
in other cases. ‘The reason that the petitioner | 


came before Congress at: all, was in-consequence 


4 of a defect of testimony required by the laws: 


Mr. JONES said, since he had spoken, he had 
learned from a member of the Committee on Revs 
olutionary Pensions, that the applicant -had fully 
made out his case to the satisfaction of. the com- 


i| mittee, that he did perform: the service, and: that 


he clearly brought. himself-within the provisions of 
the Jaw of 1832, | As he was now satisfied of that 
fact, he moved to strike out 1840, and insert 1831, 
so as to commence the pension from the fourth of 
March of that year. 

Mr. CARTTER expressed the hope, that the 
amendment proposed by the gentleman from 
Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,] would not prevail, 

The CHAIRMAN said, the amendment was 
not now before the House, because of a pending 
amendment to an amendment. 

Mr. CARTTER then expressed the hope that the’ 
amendment of the Committee of the Whole would 
prevail. Judging from the age of the application, 
they would never get rid of those who were en- 
gaged in the war of the Revolution. He thought, 
at any rate, if they undertook to legislate in 
special cases, when there was a general law 
making ample provision fer all the old soldiers of 
the Revolution, they should do so with great, cau- 
tion and care. The object of the Committee of the 
Whole, in fixing the period for the commencement 
of the pension in 1849, instead of 1840, was to get 
rid of the plunder fund, which sustained the har- 
pies, called agents here, who hung around the 
committee rooms. If there was any such relic of 
the Revolution living, as the one proposed to be 
provided for by this bill, the pension, to commence 
from 1849, would amply take care of him. The 


i| back pay is the plunder part, which the old soldier 


seldom ever receives. It was that part that he was 


i| opposed to granting. Fle was willing to vole for 


the bill as it came from the Committee of the 
Whole. He would not vote away money to put 
in the pockets of those land pirates—of those land 
sharks—who filch both the old soldier and the 
Government. 

Mr. CONGER said, he was informed that it 
had been the practice to allow the pensioner to 


i| draw his pension back from the time his applica- 


tion was made. That, he understood, was the 
view of the committee in fixing upon the year 
1840. He did not know that he would be opposed 
to that rule. He wanted information. If the rule 
was to be changed by the action of the committee, 
| he desired’ that the House should know it. 1t was 
within the knowledge of .members of the House, 
that those cases which came before them for spe~- 
cial legislation thereon, were those cases which 
had been before the Pension Office, and‘Jaid there 
for years. They are hard cases, which have been 
abandoned by the applicants as lost. He appre- 
hended, that inall such cases, some agent had con- 
trol of them; and that before they were brought 
before the House, an agreement would have been 
entered into, by which the individual would be 
bound to pay the agent one-half or one-third. of 
such amount of pension as might be obtained. In 
regard to this case, he knew nothing; but if it was 
such a case, he knew that the gentleman from 
‘Tennessee would not desire to extend the period 
as far back as 1831. He was therefore opposed 
to changing the rule, which placed the pensioner 
on the roll from and after the time the application 
was made. 

Mr. HARRIS, of linois, said, he was satisfied 
with the action of the committee that reported the 
bill. Ele believed that they had given the appli- 
| cation and testimony, upon which it was founded,. 
calm and dispassionate consideration, and that 
they were satisfied that the applicant was entitled. 
| They had reported a bill which was just.and-equi- 
| table, and it should, therefore, pass., The gentle- 
man from Ohio [Mr. Carrrer] seemed tu speak 
| as if he regretted that those men of the Revolu- 
tion did not die. He (Mr. H.) hoped that they 
| never would die. . He hoped that these men, who 
| had, by their valor, achieved for us all that we 
| have of liberty, would live among us for gener- 
| ations. He was in favor of the passage of the 


‘| bill as it came from the Committee on Revolution- 
| ary Pensions. = He hoped the House would reject 


the amendment.of.the Committee of the Whole, 
and then pass the bill. 

Mr. THOMAS said, that the: pension system 
contemplated the present support of the old sol- 
dier. ‘Phe bill, as it came from the Committee of 
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“the Whole, gave the applicant one year’s pension 
in advance. He was in favor of the amendment 
adopted by that committee. He apprehended the | 
matter had been discussed long enough, and there- 
fore. moved the previous question.. He withdrew 
the motion at the request of— : 

Mr. GORMAN, who said, that in this case, 
there.was no agent. before the committee, nor was 
the soldier who..makes the application, before it. 
The papers were presented from the War Depart- 
ment. The only reason why the argus-eyed gen- 
tleman at the head of the Pension Office did ‘not 
allow, the pension, was, because the applicant 
could not account, according to. the rules of the 
department, for the time when he was imprisoned. 
There was nobody to be found who could trace 
him out, to establish the. period of service. for 
which he claimed the pension. He wanted the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Carrrer,] to know, 
that that was the-only reason why the department 
did- not grant the pension. The reason why the 
period of 1840 was adopted by the committee, 
was, that it was the period of the application. He 
expressed the hope that the House would not do 
so great an act of injustice, as to adopt the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
Sacrerr,] but let the pension commence when the 
proof was made. 

Mr, CARTTER explained, that he had, in his 
remarks, intended no reflection upon the revolu- 
tionary soldier; his remarks were intended to 
apply to-such revolutionary soldiers as were res- 
urrected by agents, 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, after a few remarks 
in farther support of. the bill, moved the previous 
question. 

The previous question received a second; and 
the main question wag ordered to be put. 

Mr. GERRY asked what the main question 
would be. 

The SPEAKER said the main question would be 
first on theamendment of the gentleman from New 
York, (Mr, Sacxerr,] to strike out ‘ nine,” in 
the amendment of the Committee of the Whole, 
and insert “ five;’? and next, on the amendment of 
the Committee of the Whole, as amended or not, 
as the case might be. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, expressed 
the hope, that the gentleman from New Yorkiwould 
withdraw his amendment, so as to bring the 
House directly to a choice between the amend- 
ment of the Committee of the Whole and the 
original bill, 

Mr. SACKETT did not withdraw his amend- 
ment, 

The question was then put on striking out 1849, 
and inserting 1845, and decided in the negative. 

The question then recurred on concurring with 
the Committee of the Whole in its amendment, 
which substituted 1849 for 1840, and it was de- 
cided in the negative—ayes 53, noes 76. 

Mr. CARTTER demanded the yeas and nays. 
They were not ordered, 

The amendment of the Committee of the Whole 
was declared to be disagreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, was read | 
the third time and passed, ! 

The SPEAKER announced that the House had | 


now disposed of all the bills reported from the || 


Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. THOMAS moved that the House resolve 
iiself into Committee of the Whole on the private 
calendar. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, hoped that the 
gentleman would withdraw his motion, so as to 
allow him (Mr.8.) to move that the House resolve 


ayes 75, noes 58. ‘ ope 

Mr. INGE suggested, that the question was not : 
understood; and requested the Speaker again to | 
state it. 5 g 

The SPEAKER did so. f 

Mr. ROOT hoped, he said, that the House | 
would go into Commiitee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, to allow the gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr. Sranton] to finish his. speech. 
The committee could then rise, and the House : 
could go into Committee of the Whole on the 
private calendar. j 


i 


noes 67, was decided in the afirmative. 

So the House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole, (Mr. Scuzncx, of Ohio, in the chair,) 
and proceeded to the consideration of bills on the 
private calendar. 


LOAN OFFICE CERTIFICATES. 


The committee proceeded to the consideration | 
of the bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Thomas Jett, deceased. 

The bill was read as follows : 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of | 
the United States of America, in Congress assembled, ‘Vat the 
Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, required to 
pay to the legal representatives of Thomas Jett, deceased, 
the specie value of thirteen loan office certificates, num- 
bered from four hundred and forty-three to four hundred 
and fifty-five, both included, dated March fourth, seventeen 
hundred and seventy-nine, payable to Thomas Jett, each 
for the nominal sum of six hundred dolars; all of which 
said certificates issued from the loan office for the State of 
Virginia, on account of the United States; together with the 
interest on said certificates: Provided, That before pay- 
ment is made, the representatives aforesaid shall give bond 
with surety, to be approved by the Seeretary, to refund the 
amount paid, if any other person shall produce and make 
due proof that he is the bona fide owner of said certificates, 
or any of them, or that said certificates have heretofore been 
paid by the United States. 

Mr. THOMAS said, he desired to call the atten- 
tion of the committee to this case, not so much on 
account of the importance of the bill itself, as be- 
cause it was one of a class coming up before this 
House, and the decision of which would establish 
a principle that might lead to much confusion and 
to a heavy drain upon the public treasury. He 
asked, before proceeding, that the report of the 
committee might be read. 

The report (by Mr. Cuester Butter, from the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims) was read 
accordingly. ` 

[From this report, it appears that the petitioner 
is the legal representative of William Storke Jett, 
who was the only son and heir of Thomas Jett, 
deceased. The petitioner claims payment for thir- 
teen loan office certificates, issued to Thomas Jett, 
by the State of Virginia, on account of the United 
States, during the war of the Revolution, for 
money loaned to the then Government. It is said 
that these certificates have never been transferred 
by said Thomas Jett, and that they have been lost, 
and were never paid by the United States. It is 

coved, by a certificate from the Register of the 
Treasury, that on the 4th of March, 1779, loan- 
| office certificates, numbered from 443 to 455, both 
| inclusive, were issued to Thomas Jett, and that 
the same “ remain outstanding and unpaid;”’ each 
certificate being for the nominal sum of six hun- | 
dred dollars, and of the specie value of fifty-nine | 
dollars and thirty-eight cents. It is represented ` 
that Thomas Jett died soon after the war, leaving 
his son a minor, and his estate to the care of ex- 
ecutors, through whose neglect and inattention, 


search, they cannot be found. 
The committee are satisfied that these certificates 


itself’ into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, toafford the gentleman, [Mr. STANTON, 
of Kentucky,] who commenced his speech yester- 
day, an opportunity of concluding it. 

The SPEAKER said, the question would first 
be on the motion of the gentleman from Tennes- 
see, [Mr. Tuomas,] if the gentleman did not with- 
draw it. 

Mr. THOMAS said that, personally, he would 
be gratified to accommodate the gentleman from 
Tennessee, [Mr. Sranton;] but during the three 
months of the present session, Congress had given | 
but one day to the private calendar. He (Mr. T.) 
must, therefore, insist on his motion. 

The SPEAKER said, the question was not de- 
hatable. 


The question was then taken on the motion of 


|| tificates should hereafter be presented for payment, | 


not been paid. They think the presumption rea- | 
sonable, that they never were transferred to any | 
person, but were accidentally lost, or destroyed, 

after the death of Thomas Jett; inasmuch as near | 


Mr. Tuomas, and the votewas declared to be— |: 
:: that the only facts said to be established were, that 


The question was again taken, and, by yeas 81, || 


these papers have been lost, as, after diligent f 


were issued to Thomas Jett, and that they have || 


It thus appeared, (Mr. T. proceeded to remark,) 


the certificates had been issued, and that there was 
no evidence that they had ever been: paid, and 


= that, in the words of the committee, “it, is rep- 
; “resented that Thomas Jett died soon after the 


‘ war, leaving his son a minor, and his estate to 
£ the care of executors, through whose neglect and 
‘ inattention these papers have been lost; as after 
‘diligent search, they cannot be found.” There 
were a number of cases of this very character, in- 
volving a considerable amount of money, which 
would come up for the action of the House. 

In deciding what a proper disposition of them 
would be, there were, he thought, two questions 
which presented themselves. The first was, ought 
these claims to be paid at all; and the second was, 
iif paid, ought interest to be allowed upon them, 

(for it would be seen that the bill provided for 
the payment of interest upon the certificates.) 

Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, asked Mr. T. 
to yield the floor, to enable him (Mr. B.) to send 
to the Clerk’s table, to be read, an amendment 
which he wished to offer. 

Mr. THOMAS having yielded, 

The amendment was presented as follows, to 
conie in before the proviso : 

“ According to the principles of the funding act, to be 
calculated as if the said certificates had been subscribed to 


the foan authorized by the Government, and paid as the 
funded debt was paid.”? 


The CHAIRMAN stated the question to be on 
the proposed amendment. 

Mr. THOMAS (resuming) said, that he had 
yielded the floor only for the purpose of having 
the amendment read for information. 

The report of the committee set forth, that this 
claim had been under consideration by former 
committees, and had been favorably reported upon 
by them. How many committees it had been be- 
fore, he did not know. He could not find that it 
had been presented to any Congress prior to the 
Thirtieth. He should be glad, if the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Burier,] who reported 
the bill, would inform the committee if any re- | 
ports had been made,upon itsprior to the Thirtieth 
Congress. 

Mr. BUTLER said, he could not say. 

Mr. THOMAS said, that the oldest report 
which he had been able to find, was dated in the 
year 1848. Nor did he know of any having been 
made previous to that time. The bill, moreover, 
did not contemplate the payment of this money to 
the individnal himself, or to his children, but to 
his grandchild And not only so, but it proposed 
to allow interest upon the claim for seventy years. 

Mr. T. then proceeded to call the attention of 
the committee to the course pursued under former 
laws in relation to these loan-office certificates, to 
show the limits as to time to which they had 
been confined, and also that the paymenis had 
been limited to the soldiers themselves, who had 
rendered personal. service to the country. The 
same committee, who had reported this bill at the 
present session, had, during the last Congress, in- 
structed the same gentleman to make a similar re- 
port. The case went to the Senate. A report was 
made upon it, by an able Senator from Vermont, 
[Mr. PHetps,} to which he (Mr. T.) desired, for 
a moment, to call the attention of the committee. 
The report stated, that the case of Thomas Jett 
was, in all respects, similar to that of William 
Shippen, which had been already reported to the 
Senate; and the committee recommended the 
| adoption of a resolution, rejecting the prayer of 
| the petition. The case of William Shippen, to 
which reference was made, was identical with that 
; before the committee. The petitioner represented 
himself as the grandson, and sole heir, of Thomas 
Shippen, deceased, and stated that, on the 93d of 
June, 1777, an outstanding final certificate was is- 


seventy years have elapsed since they were issued, 
and they have not been presented for payment. ; 
This case has been before under consideration, } 
by former committees, and has been reported on 
favorably. | 
The committee, therefore, report a bill, direct- `i 
ing the amount due on these certificates, with in- || 
terest, to be paid to the legal representative of |. 
! Thomas Jett, upon his entering into bond, with :! 
security, to be approved by the Secretary of the | 
Treasury, to refund the amount paid, if said cer- i 


1 


| by any other person having a legal title to them.] 


sued from the joan office to the said William Ship- 
pen, for the sum of five hundred dollars, loaned by 


i 


li the said William Shippen to the Continental Gov- 


ernment of the United States—that he believed the 


said certificate had never been assigned to an 


other person—that it was lost, &«. The only ev- 
idence exhibited to the committee, was a certificate 
from the Register of the Treasury, setting forth 
that, on an examination of the books of the Treas- 
ury, he found that there was an outstanding final 
settlement certificate, issued, June 23d, 1777, to 
William Shippen, for five hundred dollars, and 
that the specie value at that time was five hundred 


1850. 
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dollars. There was no other evidence of the cer- 
tificate having been in possession of William Ship- 
pen, nor any proof of its loss. The date of the 
petition was Febraary 4, 1846. The committee 
regarded the evidence as wholly insufficient, after 
the lapse of nearly seventy years, to sustain’ the 
claim. It was evident, they said, that the memo- 
rialist knew nothing of the matter; and the fact, 
that the claim was started at so late a period, could 
only be accounted for by the supposition that some 
person having access to the books of the Treasury 
——perhaps some élerk in the department, who had 
since turned speculator in’ these claims—having 
discovered the apparent state of this certificate, 
had set about to turn the entry to account. The 
committee expressed themselves well aware, that 
most of these revolutionary claims had their origin 
in the practice alluded to, and that, but for that 
practice, not one in ten would be heard of. And 
they recommended a resolution rejecting the prayer 
of the petition. These two cases, Mr. f. repeated, 
were identical. He had no great familiarity with 
the manner in which matters were conducted at the 
departments; but gentlemen could readily perceive 
how easily the case might be brought up, if the 
representatives of Mr. Jett were informed of the 
certificate, or had any plausible pretext why its 
presentation should have been delayed for seventy 
years, and been presented only, so far as he (Mr. 
T.) could ascertain, within the last two years. 
Mr. MILLSON made a remark, in the remotest 
' part of the hall, and in a very low tone of voice, 
of which nothing was heard by the reporter. 

Mr. THOMAS said, if such was the case, he 
hoped the facts would be produced. He desired 
that the committee and the House should not pass, 
without the fullest examination, upon claims which 
would bring hundreds of others in their train, and 
would effect a resurrection of many that had long 
since been laid aside and forgotten. The evils to 
‘result from the establishment of such a precedent, 
were too manifest to require exposure at his hands. 
‘He was willing to do as much, to promote the 
cause of justice, as he could do consistently with 
facts and information before him. He had no dis- 
‘position to defeat, or in any way impede, the set- 
tlement of a just and proper claim—that he de- 
sired that the public treasury should be protected, 
and, while he was willing to pay just claims, he 
desired that all which were not so, should be thrown 
out. The evidence of the present claim was pro- 
cured from the books of the department alone. 
There was no evidence to show that Jett, or his 
heir ever saw or heard of the claim, until they 
heard of it from the Treasury Department. Let 
a principle be fixed, upon which Congress could 
stand, and which would be justice alike to the 
Government and the claimants, 

One word upon the question of interest. It was 
the habit of almost every man to look upon the 
receipt of interest as a matter of inherent right. 
So far from this being the fact, it was a mere crea- 
ture of statute law, especially as to loaned money. 
He believed that loaned money did not bring inter- 
est until the reign of Henry the Eighth. Interest 
was given by statutory enactment or by contract. 
No Jaw had ever been passed requiring the Gov- 
ernment to pay interest, unless she contracted so 
todo. He denied that there was any legal right 
in relation to these certificates. It was a mere 
appeal to Congress to grant it, ex gratia. If the 
committee were of opinion that interest ought to 
be paid, then the question arose, for how long a 
period? [He rejected entirely the idea of paying it 
for the seventy years, and expressed his opinion 
that a limit ought to be fixed. Ata subsequent 
period in the day’s p 
an amendment, prescri 


be. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, admitted that 
these claims ought to be closely scrutinized, and 
should not be paid unless they were honest and 
well founded. Then, was this an honest claim? 
Had it ever existed? We had evidence from the 
Loan-Office that, years ago, these certificates 
had issued to Thomas Jett. This was an ac- 
knowledgment of debt. The same record showed 
that it had never been presented, and never paid. 
Was the lapse of time to be set up as a reason 
why it should not now be paid? 

The gentleman from Tennessee aske 
bill had ever been reported for the payment of 
this claim, before the last Congress. He held in 
his hand a bill, which was reported in 1840. This 


bing what the limit should 


roceedings, Mr. T. offered | 


d whether a | 


|| outstanding and unpaid. 


bill—as was the case with many just claims—had 
passed the House, but had failed to be acted upon 
in the Senate, 

He argued that there was a material difference 
betwen this claim and the Shippen claim—referred 
to by Mr. Tuomas, as a parallel case. In the 
latter, there was no evidence that a certificate had 
ever issued; heré it was not questioned that the 
certificate had issued, and it had been lost. He 
knew of no reason why it should not be passed. 

The gentleman from ‘Tennessee had said, that the 
claim was made by. the legal representatives of 
Thomas Jett. Who, he (Mr. B.) would ask, has 
a better right to the debts and assets of Thomas 
Jett? This being a debt, and not a gratuity, the 
Government could not relieve itself, but was 
equally bound to pay the legal representatives. 

Mr. THOMAS explained, that he had not pre- 
sented the fact that the claim was now made by 
the legal representatives of Thomas Jett, as a rea- 
son why it should not be paid, but he had said, 
that the fact that two generations had passed away 
before the claim was presented, was evidence 
against the claim. i 

Mr. BUTLER (resuming) said, he considered 
this fact (taken in connection with the showing of 
the records of the Government) rather as evidence 
that the certificates had been lost; and while they 
had been searching for them, time had passed. 
He mentioned a case in which loan-office certifi- 
cates, having been issued toa Mr. Smith, and lost, 
the claim had been urged upon Congress since 
1803, without success; but, a short time since, on 
tearing down an old building in Philadelphia, the 
certificates were found. Thomas Jett, during his 
life, or his legal representatives, had not been so 
lucky. 

The bill provided, that before the money was 
paid, ample security should be given by the legal 
representatives of Thomas Jett, against the appear- 
ance of the certificates. 

_ Upon the ground laid down by Mr. Tuomas, that 
interest is not a natural right, buta creature of | 
statute law or of contract, he submitted that this 
was acase in which interest should be allowed, as 
the foundation of this claim wasa contract. He | 
explained, that under this, as well as similar bills 
providing for the payment of interest, interest 
would not be paid—as the idea would strike the 
mind when first presented—for the whole time, 
from 1790 to 1850; but, inasmuch as the certificates 
were authorized to be funded, the interest would 
be computed according to the principles of the 
funding act, That act provided for the payment 
of the funded debt in instalments; and in 1835, 
under the administration of General Jackson, he 
believed, provision was made for the final payment 
of the debt. The interest paid under this bill, 
would be reduced at the successive periods in which 
the instalments were payable, in the ratio of the 
instalments, and would, of course entirely cease 
in 1835. 

Mr. CROWELL inquired, if the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania had examined the list of claims 
presented to this House, or the Senate, and 
allowed? Whether he had evidence that these 
identical certificates had not already been paid to 
some other person? 

Mr. BUTLER replied, that they had certainly 
not been paid. 

Mr. CROWELL. What evidence have you of 
that fact? 

Mr. BUTLER. The evidence of the depart- 


ment. 

Mr. CROWELL. Have you any other evi- 
dence than that of the report made to the Senate in 
1846? 

Mr. BUTLER said, he had never seen that 
report. 

Mr. CROWELL. What evidence have you? 

Mr. BUTLER. The certificate of the late 
Register of the Treasury. 

Mr. CROWELL read from the Senaie report, 
to which he had alluded, stating that certain loan- | 
office certificates (whose numbers were specified) 
had been paid. | 

Mr. BUTLER, in reply, stated that no such | 
certificates were provided for in this bill. 

Mr. CROWELL requested the gentleman to 
read the evidence which he had. | 

Mr. BUTLER read a statement from the late | 
Register of thé Treasury, showing that the certifi- 
cates (of the numbers specified in the bill) were 


. Mr. CROWELL, . Have you.any other proof? 
Mr. BUTLER said, he knew of. no other, nor 
what additional proof. could be produced. i 
Mr. CROWELL said, there was nò evidence 
but these certificates had been assigned to. some 
other person and paid. He had made these ingui- 
ries of the gentleman, because the records of 
Congress might show that they. had been paid.to 
some other person. Because, seventy years and 
more had elapsed, and no claim had been presented 
in this name until within a few years, he wished 
we matter scrutinized, and the facts brought te 
ight. 
Mr. BUTLER said, all these loan-office certifi- 
cates for moneys, loaned to the Government, had 


i| issued more than seventy years ago, and the 


| reason why this claim had not before been pre- 
sented was, that the certificates could not befound. ` 
There was no evidence that they had been paid ; 
on the contrary, the books of the department 
showed that they were outstanding and unpaid. 

The gentleman from Ohio said, there was no evi- 
dence but the original record: why, there never 
was any evidence but this record and the. certifi- 
cate; and the certificate was lost. ‘ 

The evidence was satisfactory, that the certifi- 
cates had been lost, and never paid; and of course 
the legal representatives were entitled to _payment. 

Mr. B.’s amendment, as above reported, was 
again read. : 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, inquired of Mr. 
BorLer, to what period the interest was allowed 
under the funding act? 

Mr. BUTLER repeated his statement, (which 
he presumed the gentleman from Tennessee could 
not have heard when made before,) that the fund- 
ed debt was paid off by installments at succes- 
sive periods—at which periods, proportions of in- 
terest in the same ratio ceased, until 1835, when 
provision was made for the final payment of the 
debt, and the interest ceased. 

Mr. JOHNSON suggested that it would be best 
to specify the time in the bill at which the interest 
ceased. 

Mr. BUTLER conceived this to be unneces- 
sary, and presumed that, even without the incor- 
poration of the amendment which he proposed, the 
department would only reckon interest according 
to the principles of the funding act—stopping it en- 
tirely in 1835. 

Mr. JOHNSON still adhered to the idea, that 
it Would be best to name the precise time in the 

ill. ; 

Mr. BUTLER said, he had no o 
committee deemed it necessary. =. | : 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, favored, the 
principle of the bill. He believed all. the loan-office 
certificates which had not béen paid, ought to. be 
paid. They had, like the Continental money, been 
considered worthless, and in many cases had been 
lost, and nothing had been received back by those 
who had loaned money to the Government... The 
Government had subsequently become able to pay 
them. Acts had been passed from time to. time, to 
pay such debts; but still some had never been pre- 
sented. There was an unexpended balance, 
amounting to some sixty or seventy. thousand 
dollars, he believed—he did not exceed the bounds 
when he said, at least forty thousand dollars—of 
the fund set aside for the payment of these debts, 
which, in 1843, had been carried to the surplus 
fund. He thought this balance should be re- 


bjection, if the 


i| appropriated to the payment of the loan-office cer- 


tificates still outstanding. 

For this reason, believing in the principle of the 
bill, but opposed to legislating for special cases, he 
would move, as a substitute for this bill, a bul in 
substance the same as that which had been re- 
ported during the last Congress, by a gentleman 
from Connecticut, [Mr. Hunsarp,]} from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, making a general pro- 


|| vision by the appropriation of the unexpended 


| balance of the fund formerly. appropriated to this 
purpose, for the payment of outstanding loan-office 
| and final settlement certificates, issued for money 
loaned, or for services or supplies during the rev- 
| olutionary war. He inquired if the substitute was 
| now in order? : 
| The CHAIRMAN replied that it was; but the 
vote would -first be taken on the amendments de- 
signed to perfect the original bill. 

The first question being on the amendment of 
| Mr. Burzer, (above given.) 
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“Mr. THOMAS moved to amend the amend- 
‘mént, as‘follows: i 
“Provided, That the said. interest does not exceed the 
specie value of thé original certificate.?? 
The substitute of Mr. Stevens was read for 
information. 
“Mr. CHANDLER. inquired if the substitute 
‘was now before the committee? 
©" The CHAIRMAN replied th 
not the first question pending ? 
= Mr. CHANDLER inquired if it was in order 
‘to move a general bill, as a substitute? ; 
The CHAIRMAN replied in the affirmative. 
The question was taken on the amendment to | 
‘the amendment, and it was agreed to. 
“The amendment of Mr. Burter, as amended, 
was then agreed to, } 

Mr. HUNTER moved the following amend- || 
ment, to come in after the word ‘ deceased,” in || 
the fifth line of the printed bill, viz: “the sum of i 
TIL 94, being”? 

He said, he had not fixed the specie value of 
the certificates himself, but had taken it from the 
bill. If the bill passed, (he was not very clear 
that it should,) by specifying the precise sum, dif- 
ficulties would be avoided which were very likely 
to arise when the sum was not named. 

Mr. BUTLER said, that the sum named in the 


at it was; but was |; 


i 
} 
t 


&c., whose names were upon the rolls and scout- 
ed the idea, that, after a lapse of seventy years, 
this claim should be passed without a single par- 
ticle of evidence, even hearsay evidence, that the 
claimants -were the legal representatives of the 
Thomas Jett in whose favor the certificates issued 
seventy years ago. There was no proof whatever 
on this point. - j . : 

Mr. CLEVELAND said, although he had had 
some idea of voting for the claim, he could not, 
after the fact disclosed by the gentleman from. Ten- 
nessee, that there was no proof that the Thomas 
Jett—the grandfather of the claimant—was the 
Thomas Jett in whose favor the certificates had 
issued. Until this was proved, he thought. the 
committee should not pay the claim. 

Mr. MILLSON explained, that the bill did not 
undertake to determine the identity of any body; 
but it merely appropriated the money to pay to the 
legal representatives of the true person in whose 


i favor the certificates had issued; and it was for the 
department to ascertain who those legal represent- 
| atives were. 


Mr. CLEVELAND replied. Suppose our ac- 
counting officer made a mistake, and paid the 
wrong man, what security had we that the money 
would be returned? He thought, with the gentle- 
man from Tennessee, (Mr. Tuomas,}] that they 


amendment, was the original debt, without in- 
terest. 

The question being taken, the amendment of 
Mr. Hunrer was agreed to. 

The question being on the proposed sub- 
stitute, 

Mr. BUTLER said, while he had no objection 
to the substitute, when brought up under proper 
circumstances, yet, if this was a fact bill, it ought 
not to be delayed for a general bill, however 
meritorious. 

Mr. STEVENS said, if it took the place of the 
rivate bill, it would be just as far forward as that 
ill, and it would avoid their being called to act 

upon a dozen bills in the course of the session. 

Mr. EVANS, of Ohio, inquired if the proposed 
substitute did not involve an appropriation, and if 
it must not, therefore, go to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union? 

` The CHAIRMAN'’S reply was not heard. 

Mr. THOMAS moved, that the bill be reported 
to the House, with a recommendation that it do 
not pass. 

Mr. KERR warmly advocated the bill, and the 
policy of paying well-founded claims of this 
character, They had now an opportunity of 
doing justice to a highly meritorious class of 
claimants, These very certificates were the re- 
sults of a high and patriotic devotion to the 
country, on the part of individaals—unlike the | 
high-minded and gallant son of France, whose || 
sas was before us (pointing to the portrait of li 

afayette)—but. of modest citizens—whose sèr- || 
vices were unknown to fame—who, in the dark | 
hours of our history, instead of covetously hoard- 
ing their fortunes, poured them out in the service i 
oftheircountry. Now, because the certificates of |, 
these patriotic loans were lost, and they afford the |j 
next best evidence of which the nature of the case ji 
admitted, were they to be scouted from the House? || 
He hoped not. He believed that immense sums | 
still remained due on the account of these loans. 
They should be promptly paid, with the deep 
gratitude of the country. 

Mr. K. having concluded, 

Some conversation followed u 
order, | 

Mr. THOMAS said, that the evidence upon |! 
which this claim rested, was merely documentary; || 
there was nota single affidavit showing that it had 
not been paid, or identifying the claimants as the 
legal representatives of the Thomas Jett, in whose 
favor the certificates had issued. It was true that 
the Register of the Treasury stated, that seventy |! 
years ago certain certificates were issued to Thom- |! 
as Jett,and that he had found no records show- i 
ing that they had ever been paid. The only | 
proof was the absence of record that they had || 
been paid; the entry was omitted, and therefore 
the presumption was, that they had not been paid. i: 
Although certificates had issued to Thomas Jett, 
there was no proof to what Thomas Jett. He re- 
ferred to the fact, that the soldiers of the Mexican il 
war, whose wounds might not ever have healed, || 
were required to furnish stringent proof of being |! 
the identical John Smiths, or Thomas Browns, 
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pon a point of 


j on the books. 


| appropriated to private bills. 


ought to withhold their approbation of claims, as 
stale as this, until they ascertained whether the 
claimants were the legal representatives of the 


|i Thomas Jett in whose favor the certificates were 


issued. He was opposed to acting in the dark. 
Mr. TOOMBS stated, that he was familiar with 
this class of claims. lt appears that some few 
years ago certain persons set themselves up as 
claim agents, and, for the purpose of gaining busi- 
ness, hunted up, in the books of the department, 
all claims which did not appear to have been closed 
And Congress has been called on 
to pay up these claims on this evidence, that they 
had never been paid. And thus, if this bill pass, 
these claim agents are set to work again; and 
these claims are set up on no other ground than 
that the loan-office had not entered payment. This, 
which might be good cumulative evidence, standing 
by itself as mere record evidence, was insufficient 
to justify the allowance of these claims. But, in 
this case, where the claim had laid over through 
successive generations, from sire to son, and these 
claim agents seize on it with no other evidence to 


sustain it than the non-entry of payment, he cer- 


tainly could not vote for it. He repeated, that he 


could not sanction the payment of a claim, the jus- | 
ce of which could only be made out by an omis- 


a 
sion on our books. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, said that he 
understood the substitute he had previously offered 
was decided to be out of order, because it contained 
an appropriation, 


The CHAIR explained the ground of his de- | 


cision, 


Mr. STEVENS then submitted the same sub- 


stitute without the section containing the appro- | 
priation, moving to strike out the original bill after 


the enacting words, and insert his substitute. 


The objections made by the gentleman from | 
Connecticut, [Mr. Cuuvecanp,} and the gentle- | 


man from Georgia, [Mr. Toomss,] had caused 
him some hesitation as to his course. 
peared to him, that if the department, on exami- 
nation of these claims, came to the conclusion that 
they were just and honest in themselves, and had 
not been paid, it was their duty to identify the 
parties claiming, and, when satisfied, to pay the 
amount due. A general bill, such as was em- 
braced in his substitute, would save much time, 
and prevent a great deal of special legislation. 


| There could be no hesitation in leaving the identi- | 
| fication of the claimants with the department, f 
: which was very particular in not paying out too 


much. Ft would be an easier task to get a dollar 
out of the pocket of a miser, than to obtain a dol- 
lar from Mr. Edwards, until you have obtained 


; four times as much proof as would satisfy any 


one else. The Commissioner was in the practice 


l of using sharp spectacles. He hoped the House |! 


would adopt the substitute he had offered; and he 
could not see that it would be the means of post- 
poning or defeating any just claims. 

Mr. BOWLIN here made a point of order. 
The original bill was a private bill, and could, 
therefore, be considered with propriety on the day 
But the substitute | 


Still it ap- ; 


being a general, or public, bill, could. not be now 
considered under the rule. 

The CHAIR decided that the substitute was in 
order. 

Mr. BOWLIN appealed from this decision, and 
the appeal was sustained by the House. 

So the decision of the Chair was overruled. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, then briefly 
replied to the objections urged by the gentleman 
from Georgia, [Mr. Toomes,] which he did not 
regard as entitled to serious weight. What mat- 
ter is it whether this claim was hunted up by a 
claim agent or not? The only question for the 
House to consider is, whether the claim is right or 
wrong? No matter how it was found out... It 
could be of no consequence where the claim ori- 
ginated, provided it was fair, just, and honest 
claim; and if it was such, it ought to be paid. The 
gentleman from Georgia had objected that there 
was nothing but record evidence to support it. 
What better evidence could be had? He put the 
case to the gentleman, whether, if he had a claim 
which had been lying forty years, and which was 
a just and valid claim, whether he would regard it 
as a sound objection to its payment, that he had 
forgotten it, until some one had hunted it up for 
him? He knew not how this claim come here. 
He knew that the bill made provision that it should 
be paid to the representatives of Thomas Jett: 
and it can only be paid to such representatives, 
If the money should even be paid to any one else, . 
the bond which is required by the bill, compels the 
payment back of the amount. The evidence ap- 
peared to him to be clear.. The loan-office cer- 
tificates show that the money was lent to the Gov- 
ernment by Jett. ; 

[One or two members here interposed an inqui- 
ry, “ What evidence there was that the certificates 
had not been paid??’] š 

Mr. BUTLER resumed. He did not know 
whether or not they were destroyed. There was 
the evidence of the Register that they had not 
been paid; that they were still outstanding; and 
that, to him, was sufficient. It is not alleged that 
the certificates were burnt or destroyed, but that 
they are outstanding, Here was the evidence of 
these certificates, that the amount was subscribed 
to the public debt, and this was sufficient. The 
evidence in favor of the claim was full—all against 
it was conjecture. He was himself so entirely 
satisfied on the subject, that he was ready at once 
to vote for the claim. 

Mr. MILLSON would say only a very few 
words. There was no doubt that this money 
had been loaned by one Thomas Jett, during the 
revolutionary war. The question had been asked, 
how we could know that the claimant is the true 
representative of that Thomas Jett. This was a 
question on which the House was not required to 
decide, The bill provides that the money shall 
be paid to the representative of Thomas Jett; and 
itis for the department to see that the proof of the 
identity of the person claiming the money is clear. 
In every case in which money is appropriated for 
the relief of individuals, there is just the same dif- 
ficulty. You pass a bill to pay a sum of money 
to John Smith, but it is for the department to sat- 
isfy itself of the identity of John Smith before it 
pays over the money. Has this money been paid? 
The money was loaned in the revolutionary war, 
and it was objected, that the fact of its having re- 
mained for so long a period unclaimed, was proof 
of its payment. He did not allow this objection, 
which, in many cases, would be a good one, to 
apply to this case. Tne claim had not been pre- 
sented at the expiration of the war, because the 
debt was not funded. It bad not been paid to the 
executor or administrator, because, under the law 
of Virginia, the executor or administrator must 
have returned the fact in its accounts. The Thomas 
Jett named in the certificates, was the Thomas 

Jett of the State of Virginia. The loan was 
made at the loan-office in Virginia. The person, 
Thomas Jett, who now comes forward as the rep- 
resentative of the original holder, is from West- 
moreland county, Virginia, and there is no other 
person of that name. The representatives of 
Thomas Jett, in Virginia, are the claimants here, 

Mr. CLEVELAND expressed some doubt, 
whether other Thomas Jetts might not here- 
after arise, to claim the payment of these certifi- 
cates, and in that case they would be saved the 
trouble of application to the Secretary of the 
Treasury to receive their claims, by the action 
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of this House, in the event of the passage of this 
bill. They would have nothing to do but to take 
this bill to the Treasury, and demand the amount 

‘appropriated. He reiterated what had been said | 
by the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Toomss,] as 
to the manner in-which claims of this sort were 
fished out, and brought before Congress, on’ the 
sole evidence of the non-entry of their discharge 
inthe books. He thought a lapse of fifty years 
ought to be of itself sufficient proof of the pay- 
ment of any claim on the Government. It was 
sufficient in every State, and in. every court of 
the Union, and why were we called on to pay, for 
the purpose of showing an extraordinary gen- 
erosity, and without knowing whether we are 
giving it to the person who has a right to receive 
it, or to some speculator, who has been hunting 
up the claim for his own benefit. 

Mr. McMULLEN rose for the purpose of 
getting some information from the Chair. Would 
it be in order, so to amend the bill, as to embrace 
a provision for the redemption of all Continental 
money in the hands of individuals? He thought 
there would be as much justice in doing this, as in 
paying these certificates. 

The CHAIR decided, that such an amendment 
would not be in order. 

Mr. JONES moved that the committee rise, but 
subsequently withdrew his motion. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Tuomas, that the committee rise, and report 
the bill to the House, with a recommendation that 
it do not pass, which was agreed to. 

The committee, therefore, rose, and reported the 
bill to the House, with a recommendation that it 
do not pass. 

Mr. THOMAS moved that the bill be laid upon 
the table. ; 

The question having been taken and decided in 
the affirmative, 

The bill was laid upon the table. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, moved that 
when the House adjourns, -it will adjourn to meet 
on Monday next. 

The yeas and nays were asked and refused. 

And the motion was agreed to. 

And then the House adjourned until Monday at 
twelve o’clock. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 
By Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi: A bill granting the right 
of way to the Ganesville Railroad Company, in the State of 
Mississippi, over the public lands. 


PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the appro- 
priate committees : 


By Mr, HOWE: The petition of A. M. Barber and 43 
others, citizens of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, praying 
Congress to probibit slavery, and the slave trade, in all the 
territories of the United Stites. 

Also, the petition of William F. Junkin and 42 others, 
citizens of the county of Mercer, Pennsylvania, praying 
Congress to admit no State into the Union, unless, by their 
constitution, slavery is prohibited. B 

Also, the petition of James R. Bell and 45 others, citizens 
of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress to pass 
a law that no person arrested as a fugitive slave, other than 
in the State from which he fled, shail be delivered upto the 
claimant, or his agent, unless, by the finding of a jury, he is 
the slave of the claimant. tt f 

Also, the petition of William F. Junkin and 38 others, 
citizens of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, praying Con- 
gress to establish an Agricultural Bareau in one of the Ex- 
ecutive departments of the Government, at Washington, 

Also, the petition of William F. Junkin and 40 others, 
citizens of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress 
to repeal all laws by which slavery, and the slave trade, are 
maintained and continued in the District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of William Burton and 15 others, citi- 
zens of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress not 
to extend slavery on this continent, and for the abolition of 
the slave trade in the District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of the pastor, elders, and members of 
the Presbyterian Congregation, of Salem, Mercer county, 
Pennsylvania, praying Congress to reduce the rates of 
postage, &c. y 

By Mr. SAWTELLE: 
and 81 others, citizens of Waldo county, 

aine, for cheap postage. 
me the Petition of Hannibal Ingalls and 116 others, 
citizens of Mercer, in the county of Somerset, and State of 


The petition of S. Souther, jr., 
in the State of |! 


Maine, praying Congress to pass a law, establishing a uni- 
form rate of postage, and for otber correspondi ng reforms. 
By Mr. MORRIS: The petition of C.F. Campbell and 
105 others, citizens of Brown county, Ohio, remonstrating 
against the renewal or extension of a patent for a planing 
machine to William W. Woodworth. , e 
By Mr. COLE: The memorial of the Legislature of Wis- 
consin, for the estalisumey: at a mail-route from Madison, 
vja Dane, &¢., to Fort Winnebago. : ae 
Se he cheorial of the Legislature of Wisconsin, in 
“elation to the formation of a Western Judicial District of | 


consin. z 

_ By Mr EVANS and Mr. KERR, of Maryland: The peti- 
tions of. £dward ‘Tilghman and otbers, praying the improve- 
ment of Queenstown Creek, Maryland. 


the Circuit Court of the United States, in the State of Wis- 


By Mr. MANN, of Massachustts: The petition of Edward į 


Raymond aud 112 others, citizens of Boston, in the State of 
Massachusetts, praying for cheap postage. 

Also, the petition of William B. Fowle and 53 others, citi- 
zens of Newton, Massachusetts, for the saine object. 

Also, the petition of William Jackson and 62 others, citi- 
zens of Newton, Massachusetts, for the saine object. 

Aiso, the petition of Lysander Richards and 235 others, 
citizeus of Quincy, Massachusetts, for the same object. 

Also, the petition of Robert Vose and 276 others, citizens 
of Dorchester, Massachusetts, for the same object. 

Also, the petition of Royal ©. Sitkey and 13 others, citi- 
zens of Massactfusetts, for the same object. 

Also, the petition of Sanmel C. Gay and 70 others, citi- 
zens-of Franklin, Massachusetts, for the same object. 

Also, the petition of Reuben Curtiss and 97 others, citi- 
zens of Derby County, Massachusetts, for the same object. 

Also, the petition of J. S. Harrison and 141 others, citi- 
zens of Boston, Massachuseus, for the same object. 

Also, the petition of J. H. Ripley and 44 others, profes- 
sors or students in Newton Theological Seminary, for the 
same object. 

Also, the peti ion of H. A. S. Dearborn and 24 others, in 
favor of the plan of P. P, F. Degrand, for the construction of 
a railroad to the Pacific. id 

By Mr. ROBBINS: The memorial of Charles J. Inger- 
soll, claiming indemnity for the expenses incurred, aud the 
time lost, ia the case of his contested scat in the House in 
1839 and 1840 which bas been uniformly allowed in al 
cases of contested elections. 


By Mr. HAMMOND: The petition of G. Dana and 27 | 


others, citizens of the State of Maryland, praying Congress 
to abolish the office of Chaplain, and to refrain from legis- 
lation on religious subjects. $ 

Also, the petition of Eliza G. Ridgely and Catharine Vv. 
Dorsey; and the petition of Caleb D. Owings, Francis R. 
Griffeth, Sarah R. Owings, and Cornelius IH. Owings, as 
ing indemnity for French spotiations. 

Also, the petition of I, Owens, a captain in the army of 
the United States, during the war of 1812, praying a dona- 
tion of land to the officers of said army. 


By Mr. HALLOWAY: The petition of D. C. Hager and | 


15 others, citizens of Ithica, Tompkins county, praying tor 
cheap postage. 

By Mr. JOHN A. KING: The petition of John H. Baker, 

By Mr. WALDEN ; ‘The petition of 159 cit zens of Rich- 
mondville, Schovarie county, New Yo K, asking for cheap 
postage, not over one cent on newspapers and two Cents on 
prepaid letters. f 

By Mr. ROBBINS: A memorial from the merchants and 
other citizens of Pennslyvania, signed hy Janies C. Hand, 
and 24) others, asking for the construction of a harbor on the 
eastern side of Reedy Istand,ia we river Delaware. 

Also, A remonstrauce, signed by George Lundell and 35 
others, citizens of Pennsylvania, aganist the farther extension 
of & Woodworth’s Patent fora Planing Machine, ? 

By Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky: The petition of Su- 
san Spalding, widow of George Spalding, a revolutionary 
soldier, praying fora pension. 

By Mr. WOOD: ‘The petition of B. Huntington and 
300 others, citizens of the Maumee Valley, asking Congress 
to make an appropriation for the improvement of the Mau- 
mee river. 

Also, a petition of George S. Patterson and 40 others, 
citizens of Ottawa county, Ohio, asking Congress to make 
an appropriation to improve the harbor at Fort Clinton, Obio. 

Also, a petition of G. 8. Knowlton and 74 others, citi- 
zens of Ottawa, Ohio, on the same subject. 

Also, a petition of Francis Murray and 24 others, citizens 
of Portage township, Hancock county, Ohio, asking Con- 
gress to reduce the postage on all. prepaid letters to iwo 
cents. 

By Mr. BINGHAM: The petition of Farley F. Coon, of 
Michigan, for a pension on account of disability incurred in 
the last war with Great Britain. 

Also, the petition of Joshua Woodward, of Michigan, for 
a pension on account of revolutionary services. 

Also, the petition of Col. T. B. W. Stockton, of the First 
Regiment of Michigan Volunteers, for additional compen- 
sation. 


IN SENATE. 
Frivay, March 8, 1850. 
Mr. CASS presented a joint resolution of the 
Legislature of Michigan, in regard to the adinis- 


sion of California into the Union, which was read, ; 


as follows: 
Joint resolution in regard to the admission of California into 
the Union. 

Resolved ly the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
State of Michigan, ‘That, in the adoption of a constitution, 
the inhabitants o 
quisites necessary to entitle them lo admission into the 
Union as a 
States; and that by its adoption, we have the best evidence, 
not only of their desire, but their ability to mainin a gov- 


ernment, republican in form 5 and that they are entitled to, | 


and should, be immediately admitted into the Union 3 and 
that the limits and institutions, as defined in their constitu- 
tion, should be guaranteed to them. 


Resolved, That our Senators in Congress be instructed, and ; 


our Representatives requested, to use all proper means to 
procure the admission of California, as mentioned in the fore- 
going resolution; and that the Governor of this State be 
requested to forward copies of these resolutions to our 
Senators and Representatives in Congress. 
$ S. &. HARRIS, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
WM. M. FENTON, 
President of the Senate. 


Approved, February 23, 1850. 
JOHN S. BARRY. 


f California have complied with all the re- : 


ate, upon an equal footing with the other į 


———— 


. The resolution was laid on.the table; and ordered. 
to. be printed... eae 
Mr. SEWARD presented a resolution: of the 

Legislature of New York, requesting. the Senators 
and Representatives of that. State, to inquire 
whether the act of February 26th, 1845, to extend. 
a patent, heretofore’ granted to William Wood- 

worth, was not procured through misrepresenta-. 
tion and misunderstanding; and, if so, to.use their 
efforts to procure its immediate repeal; which, 
without reading, was referred to the Committee. on 

Patents and the Patent Office. ae 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. SEWARD presented the ‘memorial of 
William Seely, asking to be remunerated for the 
sacrifices and losses of his father, in the revolu- 
tionary war, and for the services of his two sons, 
in the last war with Great Britain; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. 

Also,a petition from the faculty and students 
of Hamilton College, of Clinton, New York, ask- 
ing a reduction of the rates of postage to two cents, 
on all prepaid letters of not more than half an 
ounce; which-was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, a memorial from Abraham L. Knicker- 
bocker, asking compensation for an injury, caused 
by the explosion of the laboratory of the Unuéed 
States Arsenal, at Watervleit, while employed 
therein; which was referred to the Committee ‘on 
Pensions. : 

Mr. DOWNS presented the petition of Hanni- 
bal Faulk, asking the confirmation of his tille toa 
tract of land, within the limits of the Bastrop 
grant, in Louisiana; which was referred to (he 
Committee on Private Land Claims: 

Mr. FELCH presented a memorial of Ambrose 
T. Hatch, asking compensation for his services, 
as a quartermaster and interpreter, in the Indian 
Sioux war, in 1832; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. CLARKE presented two petitions of citi- 
zens of Warren and of Centreville counties, in the 
State of Rhode Island, in favor of a reduction of 
the rates of postage; which were referred to the 
Committee on the Lost Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented a memorial from 
Meigs D. Benjamin, merchant in the city of New 
York, asking the repayment of certain import 
duties illegally exacted of him; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. : 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presented the 
memorial of Thomas Blanchard, inventor and 
patentee of a certain machine for turning irregular 
forms, asking an appropriation for the purchase of, 
his patent oar machine, for the use of the Navy; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. i 

Mr. DOUGLAS presented the memorial of 
George Copway, a chief of the Chippewa In- 
dians, proposing a plan of organization for a new 
Indian territory, east of the Missouri river; which 
was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. GREENE presented a petition of citizens 
of Wonsocket, Rhode Island, asking a reduction 
of the rates of postage; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. CASS presented a petition from citizens of 
the counties of Van Buren and Berrien, in the 
State of Michigan, remonstrating against any 
change in the post route from Pawpaw to St 
Joseph; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. . 

Mr. BULLER presented the memorial of Cath- 
arine B. Turner, widow and administratrix of 
Daniel Turner, late «u captain in the Navy of the 
United States, asking the reimbursement. of ex- 
penses incurred by ber husband, in receiving and 
entertaining on board of the vessels under his 
command, certain public functionaries of the United 
States in foreign countries, while on. foreign sta- 
tions, from the yeat 1841.10 1844; which, was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. WALKER presented a petition from citi- 
zens of New York, asking that the public lands 
may be-granted in limited quantity to actual set- 


mi 
tlers not possessed of other lands; which was re- 


| ferred to the Committee on Publie Lands. 


Mr. BRADBURY presenteda memorial of citi- 
zens of Winthrop, in the State of Maine, asking 
the establishment of an Agricultural bureau; which 
was referred to the Committee on Agriculture. 
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“On motion by Mr. MASON, ae 

Ordered, That leave bë granted to withdraw froin the files 
of the Senate the petition and papers of R. K. Meade. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. RUSK, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to which was referred the 
memorial of Guion and McLaughlin, reported a. 
bill for the relief of Guion and McLaughlin; which 
was read and passed to a second reading. -` 

‘Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, to. which was referred the 
petition and papers, in the case of the répresenta- 
tive of Henry King, submitted-a.report; which 
was ordered. to. be printed, accompanied by a bill 
for the relief of Henry King’s representative; 
which was read, and passéd to a second reading. 

Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to. which was. referred: the message of the 
President of the United States, in answer to a 
resolution of the Senate, relating to the appoint- 
ment of postmasters, reported in favor of printing 
the same. 


RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. ! 
Mr. DOUGLAS submitted the following, which 
was considered, by unanimous consent, and agreed 


to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to cause 
to be laid before the Senate, the report and maps of an ex- 
ploration in the Territory of Minnesota, by Brevet Captain 
Jobn Pope; under the authority of the Bureau of Topograph- 
ical Engineers, 

Mr. NORRIS submitted the following, which 
was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed 
to; 

Resolved, That the petition and papers of General John 
McNeil; deceased, be taken from the files of the Senate and 
referred to the Committee on Pensions; and that said. com- 
mittee be instructed to inquire into the expediency of grant- 
ing to his widow or legal representatives, the arrears of pen- 
sion prayed for in said petition; and also to inquire into the 
expediency of granting his said widow a pension. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, submitted the 
following, which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the committee on Patents be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of providing, that public notice 
he given before any application for the renewal of a patent 
pu be entertained in Congress, or by the Commissioner of 

Atenta, . 


BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 


Mr.-RUSK, pursuant to notice, asked and ob- 
tained leave to introduce a bill to provide additional 
clerks in. the Post Office Department; which was í 
read a firstand second time by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Also, a bill to provide for the post office and 
mail service in California and Oregon; which was 
also read, and referred to the same committee. | 

Mr, DODGE, of Wisconsin, pursuant to notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill grant- 
ing a quantity of land to the State of Wisconsin, 
to aid in the construction of a railroad from Mil- 
waukee to the Mississippi river; which was read 
the first and second time by its title, and referred 


Mr. COOPER, pursuant to notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill to authorize the 
Secretary of the Treasury to purchase for the use 
of the Government, Kase’s patent force or fire en- 
gine pump; which was read a first and second 
time by its title, and referred to the Committee on 


Finance. 

The following bills from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, were read a first and second time by 
their titles, and referred to the Committee of Claims: i 

An act for the relief of Wm. B. Crews; | 

An act for the relief of Charles Ahrenfeldt and 
John F. H. Voght; j 

An act for the relief of Gideon Walker. 

The following bills from the House were sev- | 
erally read a first and second time by their titles, | 
and referred to the Commiitee on Pensions: 

An act for the relief of Lewis Hastings; | 

An act for the relief of Benjamin P. Smith; 

An act for the relief of George Cassady; 

An act for the relief of Henry F. Evans; 

An act for the relief of Samuel Dewey; 

An act for the reliefof William Paddy; 

An act 

The following bills from the House, were read 
a first and second time by their titles, and referred 
to the Committee on Finance: 

An act for the relief of Ferguson and Milbardo; 


An act for the relief of E. Pavenstedt and Schu- 
macher. : 


ii considered to be a charge comin 


granting a pension to Avery Downey. 'i 


| Secretary, and ask that the article may be read. 


; 
| houses of Congress.” 


if 
to the Committee on Public Lands. j: 


: tration, showed it to have been 


House bill, for the relief of Jesse Sutton, was. 
read a first and second time by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 
House. bill, for the relief of Thomas Dennis, 
was read a first and second time by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on: Naval Affairs. 
House bill, for the relief of Richard’ H. Bar- 
rett, was read a. first and second time. by its. title, 
and referred to the Committee on Private: Land 
Claims. - ae : 


CONGRESS-PRINTING—-EXPLANATION. 


Mr. BORLAND. fÍ would ask the indulgence 
of the Senate, for the purpose of making an ex- 
planation. | rise particularly on behalf of the Com- 
mittee on Printing, to call the attention of the 
Senate to an article which appeared in the Re- 
public newspaper of this city, a few days ago, and 
to make an explanation of the course of the Com- 
mittee on Printing, in relation to the matter men- 
tioned in that article. Isend the paper to the 


The Secretary read the article as follows: 


“Tur PRESIDENTS ANSWER VO THE CALL OF THE TWO 
Hovses.—{s there any motive in withholding pubtie docu- 
ments from Congress and the People? Ts it the intention of 
its enemies that the Adminuistration shall not come ‘before 
the people with the fsets necessary to. explain and vindicate 
its course? If Mr. Cauuoun had been in possession, be- 
fore making lis speech, of the documents communicated 
to Congress, in answer to the calls of the two Houses on 
the President, in relation. to California, he might have 
thought it but an act of justice to ‘the President, to modily 
some of his views and expressions. Mr, CALHOUN says: 

“tI have not seen the answer of the Executive to the 
‘calls made by the two Houses of Congress for information 
‘as to the course which it took, or the part which it acted, 
‘in reference to what was done in California. Iunderstand 
‘the answers have not yet been printed. But there is enough 
t known to justify the assertion, that those who profess to 
‘represent and act,under the authority of the Executive, 
‘have advised, aided, and encouraged the movement, which 
‘terminated in forming what they called a constitution and 
“a State.’ 

“Now, we ask the American people, what kind of justice 
towards the President and the Administration they can ex- 
pect from opposition majorities which make calls upon the 
President tor official papers, and then, if they do not answer 
their purpose, hugget-mugger them up in the printer’s closets? 
There was a Jong and loud outery by Mr. CLEMENS in the 
Senate, and Mr. Vexarrr in the House, for these docu- 
ments. The opposition majorities were hot and impatient 
to procure them from thé President. Clerks were employed 
at great expense to make the necessary copies; and when 
Mr. Carnoux makes a speech two months afterward, ‘he 
understands that the answers made have not been printed.? 

“We protest against this kind of warfare. The opposi- 
tion majorities in the two branches would have deluged the 
country with these documents long since, if they had been 
calculated to reflect upon the conduct of President TAYLOR 3 
but since they only show that the old man has acted wisely, 
prudently, and patriotically, the documents cannot be print- 
ed! Even a Senator of the United States cannot procure a | 
copy, to enable him to assail the Administration understand- 
ingly. This is shabby and shameful,” 

Mr. BORLAND. In the article which has 
just been read, it willbe seen that acharge is made 
in general terms against what the editors of that 
print call, ‘ the opposition majorities of the two 
That charge is, that in- 
formation was called for from the President of the 
United States, upon an important subject; and that 
when that information was communicated, the | 
“opposition majorities of the two houses ” cov- 
ered it up; or, to use the expression of this paper, 
have * hugger-muggered it up,” or kept it in the 
hands of the public printer, for the purpose of 
keeping the informatio& from the public. That is 
the amount of the charge. 

If such a charge had been made by an ordinary 
paper of the country, I do not think I should have 
felt called upon to make any defence of “the op- 
position majorities in the two houses of Con- 
gress;’’ but it comes from the recognized organ | 
of this Administration. It comes from a paper 
that is known to be in the confidence of this Ad- 
ministration; and as it may be presumed to speak | 
the sentiments of the Administration, this may be 
red I g directly from 
the Aministration against “the opposition majori- 


|} faith, in view of the call of the tw 


|| usual order, « 
H should be printed, ‘That was to be thrown aside, 
ii in order that we might get the information con- 


ties,” as they are called, “of the two houses of 
Congress,’ of corrupt motives—of having called | 
for information bearing upon the public interest, 
with the expectation that that information would 
condemn the Administration, but that when the 
information was brought before the two houses 
of Congress, and it was found that the papers, so 
far from condemning the course of the Adminis- | 
a proper one, then, 
e “ opposition majorities 


| 


| 
i 
| 
| 


from corrapt motives, th 
in the two houses of C 


| the information. 


ongress ” have concealed |! 
That is the charge. 


i 
f 


It is not for me to enter into an elaborate defence 
of the majorities of the two houses of Congress 
upon such a charge as this. But, in addition to 
this charge upon the two houses of Congress, it 
charges, indirectly, the Committee on Printing, 
to whom this document was referred, with con- 
niving—fraudently, corruptly conniving—to us, the 
expression of that paper, shamefully and corruptly 
conniving—at this execution of the purposes of a 
corrapt motive. Now, sir, what are the facts in 
relation to this matter? After some delay and op- 
position on the part of certain individuals, a call 
for this information was made. A fter some delay 
—necessary delay, I admit—it was communicated. 
And how was it communicated ? Why, sir, a pile 
of papers came hère which, when printed, will 
make at least a thousand pages of printed matter. 
Now, I ask every reasonable man, whether that 
amount of matter could have been printed imme- 
diately? Was it expected at all, that it could be 
printed immediately? I am not in the habit of 
attributing corrupt motives to any one, much less 
to the Administration; but when that Administra- 
tion, through its recognized organ, charges corrupt 
motives upon this body, or upon the other portion 
of the legislature—corrupt motives to the party to 
which I belong—I must say, that T feel authorized 
to look into the motives from which these charges 
are made. 

I put it to the common sense—the practical intel- 
ligence—of every one who hears me, whether there 
was any necessity to communicate, in answer to 
those inquiries, a document containing a thousand 
pages? Will any one say so? Was the informa- 
i tion required such as to make it necessary to print 
all that mass of matter in order to answer the in- 
terrogatories? What were the interrogatories? 
They were to ascertain the instructions which had 
been given by Executive authority in California, 
and the agencies sent there to carry out the pur- 
poses of the Administration. What was the com- 
mon-sense meaning of the call? Did it contemplate 
| the printing of all that had passed in relation to 
California, every question asked, and every an- 
Swer, every scrap of paper, every document, every 
record, every minute of conversation? I appre- 
hend not, sir; and that, if the answer had been 
communicated in good faith, it would have been 
comprised in a much smaller space, and would 
have required much less paper, and in a form in 
which it could have been printed, and sent to this 
house, in one week. 

Now, then, at whose door does the charge of 
corrupt motives lie? At whose door does the 
| practice of shamefully and shabbily withholding 
| information, lie? At the door of this body, or of 
| the Committee on Printing? I leave that to the 
| common sense, to the intelligence, to the candor of 
j every man that hears me. The information wag 
called for by this House and the other, and the 
; very moment the answer was communicated, an 
order for its printing was made. And what did 
the Committee on Printing do? Acting in good 
o Flouses, and in 
view of the object with which it was made, and 
to execute the order given for the printing, they. 
gave the matter immediately into the hands of the 
public printers, with directions, that it.should be 
printed forthwith, and notliein the office to take the 
or till other matter previously ordered 


tained in this document, for which the Senate had 


i called, in a form in which it might go before the 


| public, that what the Administration had done 
might be known. Was that corruptly, shamefully, 
shabbily withholding information which had been 
furnished in answer tothe call? Did not the com- 
mittee act in good faith, doing all that possibly 
could be done, to accomplish the purpose of this 
call, and give the Administration a fair opportunity 
of being heard, not only upon the points on which 
information was asked, but upon everything rela- 
ting to its conduct, and everything relating to Cal- 
ifornia, embraced ina document larger than the 
‘President’s annual message and the accompanying 
documents? 

But, sir, as the chairman of the Committee on 
Printing said in the House yesterday, if the ed- 
itors of this paper—and 1 will add, too, if those 
who control the editors of this paper—would 
state the truth, as readily and as earnestly as they 
are disposed to denounce the Democrati 


} : ic party, 
and attribute improper motives to those who 
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differ with them—if they had sought truth as much 
as they sought an opportunity to find fault and do 
injustice—they would have known that the major- 
ities in the two Houses of Congress, and the 
Committee on Printing, had done their duty, and 
had done it faithfully, and that, too, in such a 
way, as would rebuke the manner in which the 
answer has been given to` the. call—an, answer 
which,.1 venture to say, every candid man, when 
he comes to See it, will say; is far from calculated 
to answer the question candidly, and ‘throw light 
on the subject. Jt throws such.a mass of matter 
upon the subject, ag to cover it up, and not only 
prevent its being printed.at an earlier period, but 
will also have the effect of preventing every one 
who wishes to read it, from undertaking that task. 
Where will you find a man, who is willing ‘to 
wade through a thousand pages, when the whole 
of the information which he desired to obtain, 
might have been communicated in less then a 
dozen? Here is an amount of matter which no 
man will peruse; and in that way the Adminis- 
tration tries to escape all the responsibility for 
what it has done. 

Yet, sir, the Administration, through its recog- 
nized organ, has come before the public, and 
charged “the majorities of the two Flouses of Con- 
gress—charged everybody connected with the 
performance of public business here, in connection 
with this matter—with corrupt motives, and 
‘shameful’? and “shabby” conduct. They should, 
at feast, have clear consciences themselves, and: 
clean hands, before they presume—before they 
dare—to come before the public, and charge impro- 
priety and corruption on others. 1, for one-—and 
I think I fairly represent the feelings and purposes 
of the majorities of the two Houses of Con- 
gres,” or that portion of them to which I belong— 
have been averse to making any factious opposi- 
tion to the present Administration. As far as I 
know, every disposition has been manifested to 
give them a fair trial; to make no factious o posi- 
tion; to throw no obstacles in their way. I have 
been desirous that they should go before the pub- 
lié on their merits; and that, by every call for in- 
formation, they should have an opportunity to lay 
their conduct before the public openly and fairly. 
That was the desire of the Committee on Printing; 
and I appeal to the honorable Senator from Con- 
necticut, [Mr. Sarru,] who belongs to the Admin- 
istration party, and is also upon that committee, 
to say if I have not fairly stated what has been 
done by that committee. T say that, in good faith, 
they,did everything that could be done for the 
purpose of allowing the Administration to come 
before the public upon this subject, that it may be 
known what they have done. 

With regard to the delay, which has occurred in 
printing this document, [ do not know that I am 
called on to make any remark; but I must say, in 
strict justice—and I think every member of either 
party, whether of the Administration, or the oppo- 
sition party, so. called, will say—that under the 
present circumstances, the committee have been 
unable, and that the system adopted by Congress, 
for the performance of the public printing, has 
been such as to prevent them from having com- 
pleted the printing, with more expedition than they 
have done it. It is immense, and it has been im- 
possible, at the rates at which Congress has con- 
tracted for the performance of this work, to have 

` completed it more speedily. But there is another 
matter, to which I desire to call attention. Great 
complaint has been made about the delay of the 
public printing, not only in this instance, but in 
others. ‘The Committee on Printing have been 
charged with a neglect of duty, and. the public 
printers have been charged with it, This com- 
plaint comes from the Executive quarter. _Now, 
in view of this, L haye taken some pains to inquire 
into the causes of the delay. I hold in my hand 
the proof-sheet of a portion of a public document, 
now in the hands of the printer, and partially ex- 
ecuted, which exhibits very strikingly one of these 
causes. The fault lies not with either House of 
Congress, not with the Committee on Printing, 
not with the public printer, but with the Executive 
Departments themselves. 7 

I hold in my hand the proof-sheet of a portion 
of the Report of the Secretary of the Treasury on 
finance, and | find in it errors which require delay 
for their correction—not errors originating with 
the public printer, but errors occurring in the ac- 
tion of the departments themselves. Here, sir, 


within these few pages, I find as many as a dozen 
pages in which gross errors have been made by 
the department preparing the documents; and it 
became necessary that it should be carried back 
to that department for the purpose of giving them 
an opportunity of correcting their own errors; and 
thus days and weeks transpired before the printing 
of an important document could be completed. 
Here, again, in these tables, immense alterations 
had to be made in the rule and figure-work; cor- 
rections of old heads had to be made, and new 
heads added. Whole lines of these tables had to 
be struck out, simply because they were not cor- 
rect. in the first instance; and thus, after the public 
printer had gone to the expense of setting up this 
matter, it had to be sent back for correction, caus- 
ing considerable delay. 

In another instance, in preparing a very com- 
plicated. table, requiring great care in setting up, 
this document, in consequence of original errors, 
had to be sent back to the Treasury Department, 
and a whole column was struck out, requiring a 
change in the whole matter., In other portions, 
whole pages had to be changed, whole columns 
struck out, and in consequence, in some. instances, 
as many as eight pages had to be “ over run,” as 
printers call it-—that is, a change of the matter— 
destroying all the work done, and requiring days 
and weeks for its execution. And yet the Ad- 
ministration complain that they cannot get the 
information, which they have given to the public 
before the public, because “the opposition ma- 
jorities in the two houses of Congress,” are afraid 


to let the Administration come before the public, : 


to be judged upon their merits. The fault lies 
with them, and with them ought the responsibility 
to lie. But, sir, L will not indulge in the terms 


| that would fitly characterize the conduct of the 


Administration. 1 will not follow their example, 
in applying terms of reproach, as they have 
thought proper to do, to the opposition majorities 
of the two Houses of Congress, imputing to them 
corrupt motives and dishonorable conduct. 

Mr. SMITH. It seems to me, that my worthy 
friend, the honorable chairman of the Committee 
on Printing, has attributed a great deal more im- 
portance to this subject than it really merits. 

Mr. BORLAND. Will the honorable Senator 
allow me to ask him, if he considers it a matter 
of small importance, when the majorities in the 
two Houses of Congress are charged with corrupt 
motives? If so, 1 have no more to say. 

Mr SMITH. If he thinks it necessary to eX- 


| plain all the slander and abuse which emanates 


froin some of the presses of this city, I venture to 
say he will have enough to do during the whole 
session. My attention was directed to the article, 
and I am very free to say, that it was put in by 
the editors under an entire misapprehension of the 
true state of the case. There was not, in my 
judgment, the slightest foundation for any imputa- 
tion upon the Committee on Printing, or the ma- 
jorities of the two Hlouses of Congress, any more 
than there was for the suggestion made by the 
gentleman, that this newspaper, called the “< Re- 
public,” is the responsible organ of this Admin- 
istration. The Administration has no organ in 
this city, and has nothing at all to do with con- 
trolling the matter which appears in that paper. 
Nor is the President, nor any of his Cabinet, in 
the slightest degree responsible for this, or any 
other article; though, I take leave to say here, 
that the paper, in the main, so far as I recollect, 
with the exception of the single article, to which 
the honorable gentleman has alluded, is conducted 
with entire decorum. 

Mr. CASS. There are one or two other excep- 
tions, . 

Mr. SMITH. Possibly, but with general de- 
corum, and with proper respect for the majority in 
the two Houses of Congress. 1 am perfectly will- 
ing that the public should take the editorial matter 
in this paper, and hold it up in contrast with the 
matter which incessantly appears—matter of cal- 
umny and abuse—in the columns of another news- 
paper in this city. I should be on my feet almost 
every morning in the session if I were to attempt 
to explain—— 

Mr. FOOTE. I rise to a point of order. Itis 
not exactly parliamentary in the honorable mem- 
ber to denounce one of the official organs of this 


i| body, and as the Intelligencer and Union are those 


organs, I think he must have reference to them. 
Mr. 


SMITH. ‘The honorable Senator from: 


Mississippi has.had the advantage of being heard. 

It is seldom that he obtrudes. himself upon thé 
Senate, and I suppose he must be heard occasion-. 
ally by way of interpolation upon: any: remarks 

which I see fit to make. re 

I regret that my. worthy. friend from Arkansas: 
{Mr. Bortanp] should have deemed it to be nè- 
cessary, in making this explanation, to do any-. 
thing more than state the facts in relation to this. 
matter. It is entirely true, that one week ago— 
about one month after. this document was-commu- 
nicated to the Senate—the attention of the Com- 
mittee on Printing was called to the necessity of 
having this document printed immediately; and at 
my instance, and with the full concurrence of the 
other members of the committeee, directions were 
given to the public printer to put this document in 
hand, and cause it to be printed as soon as possi- 
ble; for I was apprehensive we should be called 
upon to settle all these questions, and particularly 
the. question in regard to the admission of Cali- 
fornia into the Union, before this document, of the 
highest importance, for the proper consideration 
of the subject, would be printed and put into the 
hands.of the members of the two Houses., This. 
is all I deem it necessary to say upon this subject, 
except to 'express my surprise and regret, that the 
honorable Senator from Arkansas, [Mr. Boriann,] 
in repelling this imputation on the majority here, 
which I admit, is unjust and unfounded, should 
have thought it necessary to make an attack on 
the Administration for sending papers here, which 
are, as he says, unnecessarily voluminous. I-de- 
sire that my honorable friend should inform the 
Senate how he knows this. Has he examined 
these papers? Does he know what is material 
and what is immaterial? Certainly, I have not 
done so. l believe the Administration made the 
communication in good faith. They may have 
thrown into the communication a great deal of 
matter, which they themselves believed was not 
important and material, but they did not know 
what Congress might think on the subject, and 
therefore they took pains to communicate every 
thing to the two houses of Congress that apper-. 
tained to California, and that could, by any «pos- 
sibility, come within the scope of the call made 
by the Senate and House of Representatives. 

The truth is, Mr. President, that the real difi- 
culty is with the system that we have adopted of 
public printing. {tis a vicioussystem. Itis one 
which is not-—— z 

Mr. FOOTE. Is the honorable Senator nearly 
done? I do not want to hear a speech on: the , 
matter. I rise to a point of order.. , 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator was, 
speaking with the unanimous consent of the: 
Senate. : Sens 

Mr. SMITH. The honorable Senator. from 
Mississippi listened very patiently to the explana- 
tion of the honorable Senator from Arkansas, 
and—— 

Mr. FOOTE. I heard not a word of it, 

Mr. SMITH. [I regret that very much; but I 
am very sure that the gentleman would not have 
interposed if he had known—— f 

Mr. SEWARD. It is due to the Senator from 
Connecticut, to state to the Senate, that the floor: 
was yielded to the Senator from Arkansas, by 
unanimous consent of the Senate, for the purpose 
of explanation; and I suppose the privilege of a 
reply is to be conceded also by unanimous consent, 

Mr. FOOTE. All I have to say is, that I wish 
to bring forward a motion this morning, and the 
morning hour has now nearly expired. 

Mr. SMITH. I merely wish to add a single 
remark. I am fully satisfied that the honorable 
Senator from Mississippi, purposes to act with.alk” 
due courtesy; and I beg pardon of the Senate, for 
having trespassed upon theif attention on this sub- 
ject. Iwas about to explain what was the real 
cause of the delay. It is this vicious system of 
printing; and I contend that it is utterly impossi- 
ble, under this system, that we should have public 
documents ready in time. It is necessary that it 
should be abrogated, and I will now intimate that, 
ata very early day, 1 intend to bring the subject 
under the consideration of the Senate. I say, then, 
simply that, admitting, as I do, to the fullest ex- 
tent, that neither the Committee on Printing, nor 
the majority in the two. Houses of Congress, are 
in fault; the Administration is not responsible for 
what may be said by the editor of the Republic, 
in any degree; andjthat the whole difficulty results 
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from this unfortunate system, which can only be 
characterized by the old proverb, as being “penny 
wise, and:pound foolish.”? ; 

: Mr. BORLAND. [I merely want to‘ask the 
honorable Senator from Connecticut one question, 
if he speaks by authority of the Administration, 


when-he disavows that the Republic is the organ. 


of the Administration ? ~ 
«Mr. SMITH, (in his seat.) 1 said, that “the 
Administration has nothing to do with it. 
-Here the conversation dropped. 


POST-OFFICE APPOINTMEMTS. 


-The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the- Sen- 
ate, the following message from the President of 
the United Stares: = : 

To the Senate of the United States: 
‘The Postmaster-General has this day communicated the 


letter herewith transmitted, in addition to his communica. | 


tion. by me sent to the Senate on the Gth instant, in relation 

tothe inquiries contained in the resolution of the Senate, as 

to the appointment. of postmasters. Z. TAYLOR. 
WASHINGTON, March 8, 1850. 


The message was read, and ordered to be printed | 


with the message of the,6th instant. 


SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE COMPROMISE. 

Mr. FOOTE. I will ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the Senate to take up the resolution that 
was introduced the other day by the Senator from 
Tennessee, in order to refer itto a committee such 
as I have heretofore proposed shall be formed, to 


consist of thirteen Senators, six from the North | 


and six from the South—the thirteenth to be cho- 
sen by the twelve, for the purpose of maturing 
some scheme of compromise, by which this ques- 
tion shall be‘inally settled. 

The VICE PRESIDENT, The Senator from 
Mississippi asks leave to introduce a resolution. 

Mr. BALDWIN. Let the resolution lie over. 

Mr. FOOTE. It is not the introduction of a 
resolution; it does not come within the rule at all. 
I have simply moved, with the consent of the 
honorable Senator from Tennessee, to take up his 
resolution, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair misun- 
derstood the motion. The question will be on 
taking up the resolution. The question being 

ut—— 

Mr. CALHOUN called for a division. , 

„Mr. FOOTE. I hope there will be’ no objec- 
tion. 

Mr. SEWARD. I have no objection, provided 
it will not interfere with the special order. 

Ate FOOTE. ft will not, in the least, interfere 
with it, 


Mr. WALKER. Does the honorable "Senator | 


from Mississippi ask for the consideration of the 
resolution of the Senator from Tennessee at this 
time? 

Mr. FOOTE. By no means. I have simply 
moved to take up the resolution for the purpose of 
referring it. I will state, in addition, that [ have 
consulted with almost every leading member of 
this body. It is not my own act. I have their 
consent and sanction to the motion which I have 


made; and I desire to take the present occasion, | 


while all are in good humor, to raise a committee, 


to which this matter may be referred, in the hope :| 


that they will be prepared by Monday to propose | 


some plan to which we can all a 

Mr. BALDWIN, 
of the resolution at this time, because I know 
that no such resolution can be adopted by this 
body, without a previous discussion, and as there 
has been a general understanding that the Senator 
from Wisconsin shall be permitted to occupy the 
floor to-day. He has waived his right repeatedly, 
and I do not think he ought to be again interrupted. 

Mr. FOOTE. I will not squabble about trifles. 
I thought it a very plain proposition that | made. 
My object was not to interfere with the right of 
the honorable Senator from Wisconsin. But, as 
I find that the motion cannot be entertained with- 
out a squabble, I will waive it for the present, and 
give notice that, at the close of the speech of the 
honorable Senator, 1 will urge my motion, as I 
have a parliamentary right to do. 

The motion was accordingly withdrawn. 


THE SPECIAL ORDERS. 


Mr. DOUGLAS, 
debate, that of the reference to the Committee on 
Territories of the President’s Message, in relation 
to. California, stands before the subject upon which 

. the Senator from Wisconsin proposes to address 


gree. 


T object to the consideration | 


l believe the other subject of | 


and made the order of the day for one o’clock on 
Monday. i 
- The motion was agreed to, and the subject was 
according! 
one o’clock. 
On motion, it was ordered, that.when the Senate 
adjourns, it will adjourn to. meet on Monday 
next. 


. THE COMPROMISE. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the series of resolutions submitted by Mr. Cray. 

Mr. WALKER resumed -and concluded the 
speech which he commenced on Wednesday last, 
_ of which a report will be published in the Appen- 
dix. 

Mr. TURNEY rose, and obtained the floor. 

Mr. BADGER. Will the Senator be kind 
|| enough to yield the floor to me for one moment. 

Mr. TURNEY. My only object is to get the 
floor for Tuesday. Will the Senator from North 
Carolina’ move the 
until Tuesday? 

Mr. BADGER. Certainly. 

Mr. WALKER. Before concluding, I intended 
| to have said that I have occupied the floor by the 
| courtesy of the honorable Senator from New 
York, and I intended to move, for his benefit, the 
postponement of the subject. I hope the honora- 
ble Senator from Tennessee will allow me to dis- 
charge the duty which L neglected. 

Mr. TURNEY. I regret that I cannot accede 
| to the request of the honorable Senator. I have 
been desirous of obtaining the floor for some time 
time past, and if I now give way, I do not know 
when I shall be able to secure it. 

A debate ensued, in which Mr. BADGER, Mr. 
DAVIS, of Mississippi, Mr. BUTLER, and Mr. 
WALKER, took part; a report of which will be 
found in the Appendix, with Mr. W.’s speech. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, March 11, 1850. 
‘The Journal of Friday was read and approved. 
j THE SIOUX INDIANS. 


Mr. SIBLEY rose and asked the unanimous 
consent of the Honse to introduce, at this time, a 
joint resolution, of which (he said) previous notice 
had been given. 

The title of the resolution was read as follows: 
| ** A joint resolution for the relief of certain bands of 
Sioux Indians.’’ š 

No objection having been made, the resolution 
was received and read twice by its title. 

Mr. SIBLEY said, that, as the resolution re- 
| lated to a now existing state of facts in the Terri- 
i tory of Minnesota, he would ask that it be put upon 
Its passage. 


resolution be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union ? 

The SPEAKER said, the resolution had not yet 
been read. 

The resolution was then read through. 

The SPEAKER. This joint resolution con- 
tains an appropriation, and it will therefore be re- 
quisite, under the rule, that it should be first con- 
sidered in Committee of the Whole on the state of 


H the Union? 


Mr. PRESTON KING called for the order of 
! the day. 
Mr SIBLEY inquired of the Speaker, whether 
| it would be in order to move that the rules of the 
| House be suspended, so that the resolution might 
į be put upon its passage, without having been pre- 
viously considered in Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union? 
The SPEAKER said, such a motion would be 
| in order. 
Mr. SIBLEY made the motion. 
The SPEAKER having stated the question— 
| Mr. WHITE submitted, that unanimous con- 
| Sent would be required to accomplish the object. | 
i| The SPEAKER said, not so. This was Mon- | 
day, and it was in order to move a suspension of | 
the rules. i 
Mr. WHITE suggested that the joint resolution | 
made an appropriation. j 


The SPEAKER said, such was the fact; and | 
the rule, therefore, required its commitment; but 


= : j 
the Senate. F move, therefore, that it be postponed 


y made the special orđer for Monday, at | 


postponement of the subject | 


Mr. McGAUGHEY inquired of the Speaker, | 
whether it would be in order to move that the | 


j| resist, firmly, and to the utmost 


the motion was to suspend all the rules, including, 
of course, this particular one. And that motion 
was in order to-day. i 

The question, ‘ Shall the rules be suspended ??? 
was then taken, and decided in the negative. 

So, two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 
rules were not suspended. 

Mr. SIBLEY now moved that the joint resolu- 
tion be committed to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. ' 

.Mr. MecCLERNAND moved its commitment to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. ` 

The question having been taken first on the mo- 
tion of Mr. Sisxey, it was decided in the afirma- 
tive. i 
So the joint resolution was referred to the Com- 
mittee ofthe Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. PRESTON KING called for the order of 
the day. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 


The SPEAKER announced the regular order of 
business to be the call of the States and Territories 
for petitions and memorials. 

The State of Georgia being first called, 

Mr. JACKSON presented a petition, which was 
appropriately referred. 


NEW YORK RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, said, that as gen- 
tlemen had an opportunity to present their peti- 
tions under the rule, he would move that the rules 
be suspended, and that the House resolve itself 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. PRESTON KING asked the gentleman 
to waive the motion, to allow him (Mr. K.) to 
present certain joint resolutions of the Legislature 
of the State of New York. 

To-day was the first day (Mr. K. said) since 
| these resolutions had been received here, that New 
York would be reached in the call of the States, 
when an opportunity would occur to present these 
resolutions to the House, in order, under the 
rules, and when the objection of a single mem- 
ber would not prevent their reception. “The mo- 
tion to go into committee would cut off this oppor- 
tunity. 

My, McLANE said, that the resolutions would 
not be in order to-day, inasmuch as this was pe- 
tition day—not resolution day. ` 

The SPEAKER said, that the resolutions came 
from the Legistature of the State of New York, 
and could be presented when the States were called 
in their order for petitions, 

Mr. McLANE having waived the motion, (for 

| the purpose intimated)— 
Mr. KING presented the following concurrent 
| resolutions of the Legislature of New York, and 
| he moved that they be laid upon the table, and 
printed; desiring that, in the first instance, they 
should be read. 

The resolutions were read, as follows: 


CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS, 
STATE or New YORK, 
Ty Senarre, January 16th, 1850. 

Resolved, (if the Assembly coneur,) That, as the Federal 
Constitution was formed and adopted expressly to secure 
| the blessings of liberty to the people of the Un.ted States, 

and their posterity, therefore, the Pederal Government ought 
to relieve itself from all responsibility for the existence or 
continuance of slavery or the slave trade, wherever it has 
! the constitutional power over those subjects; and our Ben- 
| ators in Congress are hereby instructed, and our. Represent- 
atives are requested, to use their best efforts to procure the 
passage of Jaws, that will effectually and forever put an 
j end to the slave trade in the District of Columbia. i 

Resolved, (ifthe Assembly concur,) That the determina- 
tion indicated by the Governors? Messages, and the resolu 
tions of ihe Legislatures of various of the slaveholding 
States, and by the Representatives of such States in Con. 
gress, to extend domestic slavery over the territory acquired 
by the late treaty of peace with the Republie of Mexico, we 
feel bound to oppose by all constitutional means; and recog- 
nizing the con-titutional power of Congress, to prohibit, by 
positive enactment, the extension of slavery into free terri- 
tory, our Senators in Congress are hereby instructed, and our 
Representatives reque-ted, to use their best efforts to insert 
[| Sueh a positive prohibition into any law they may pass for . 
i; the govermnent of the territories in question, 
Resolved, (if the Assembly eonenr,) That our Senators in 
_ Congress be instructed, and our Representatives requested, to | 
of their ability, and by such 
| positive legislation as may be necessary, the extension of 
; human slavery, or the jurisdiction of Texas over any part of 
: New Mexico. . 
į _ Resolved, (if the Assembly concur,) That we have learned, 

with great satisfaction, that the people of California have 
| adopted a constitution, which is entirely in accordance with 
| the spirit of the free institutions of our country; and our 
| Senators in Congress are hereby instructed, and our Rep- 
| resentatives requested, to aid in the passage of such laws az 
i may be necessary to admit that State into the Union. 
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Resolved, (if the Assembly concur,) That the people of 
this State are desirous of preserving inviolate, the Federal 
Union, and that they will strenuously oppose ail attempts, 
from whatever source they may emanate, or under what- 
ever pretence they may be made, to effect its dissolution. 
Resolved, (if the’ Assembly concur,) That tbe Governor 
be requested to transmit a copy of the foregoing resolutions 


to each of the Senators and Representatives from this State 
an Congress. 3 


By order of the Senate, . ; 
; WILLIAM HENRY BOGART, Clerk. 
STATE or New YORK, 
IN AssEMBLY, February 14th, 1850. 
Resolved, That the Assembly do concur in the passage of 


the foregoing resolutions. 
_ By order, JAS. R. ROSE, Clerk. 


Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, said he desired to 
debate the resolutions. 

The SPEAKER. The motion is, to lay the 
vesdlutions on the table, and that motion is not de- 

atable. 


Mr. EVANS said he believed the question of 


printing was debatable, and he proposed to debate 
that question, : : 

The SPEAKER said the question to print was 
debatable.. : 
‘Mr. PRESTON KING moved that the rules be 
suspended, in order that the motion to print might 
be considered now. 


The SPEAKER, (to Mr. Evans.) Does the 
gentleman insist on his objection ? 

Mr. EVANS said he did insist. 
‘tions had been read. 
contents were. 
them. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the sus- 
pension of the'rules. i 

Mr. GOTT asked the. yeas and nays, which 
were ordered... 

Mr. McCLERNAND inquired of the Speaker 
whether it was: in order to ask that the resolutions 
be read ? 

. The SPEAKER. They are resolutions of the 
Legislature of New York; and they have been al- 
ready: read. 

< The question, ‘Shall the rules be suspended ?”? 
was then taken, and decided in the negative—yeas 
107, nays 63, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Andrews, Asb- 
mun, Bennett, Bingham, Bissell, Booth, Bowlin, Brooks, 
Buel, Burrows, C. Butler, T.B.Budier, Caivin, Cartter, Casey, 
Chandler, Cleveland, Cole, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Dim- 
mick, Disney, Dixon, Doty, Duer, Duncan, Dunham, Durkee, 
Fitch, Fowler, Freediey, Fuller, Gerry, Giddings, Goodenow, 
Gorman, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Hammond, Hampton, Har- 
Jan, Hebard, Henry, Hibbard, Hoagland, Howe, Hunter, 
Julian, Daniel P. King. George G. King, James G. King, 
Join A. King, Preston King, Leter, Horace Mann, Job 
Mann, Maueson, McGaughey, McLanahan, Re M. McLane, 
Moore, Morris, Nelson, Nes, Olds, Otis, Peaslee, Peck, Pot- 
ter, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Richardson, Robbins, Robin- 
‘son, Root, Rumsey, Sackett, Sawtelle, Schoolcralt, Silves- 
ter, Spalding, Sprague, Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, Taylor, 
Janes Thompson, Wiliam Thompson, Thurman, Tuck, 
Underbill, Van Dyke, Vintou, Walden, Waldo, Wentworth, 
White, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wilson, Winthrop, Wood, 
and Young—107. 

NAYS—~Messrs. Alston, Anderson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
Boyd, Breck, A. G. Brown, Burt, J. P. Caldwell, Clingman, 
W, R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Deberry, Edinundson, Alexander 
Evans, Ewing, Gilmore, Green, Hackett, Hail, Hamilton, 
Haralson, Isham G. Harris, Haymond, Hilliard, Holliday, 
Holmes, Howard, J. W. Jackson, James L. Johnson, Jones, 
Kaufman, La Sòre, Marshall, Mason, McDowell, F. E. 
MeL an, McMullen, McQueen, McWillic, Morse, Morton, 
Orr, Parker, Pheips, Powell, Ross, Savage, Shepperd, Stan- 
ly, F. P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, A-exander Ti. Ste- 

hens, Thomas, Joim B, Thompson, ‘Toombs, Venable, 
Wallace, Watkins, Weliboru, Williams, aud Woodward— 


The resolu- 
The House knew what their 
There was no necessity to print 


So two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 
rules were not suspended. 

And the motion to print lies over for debate. 

Mr. HALLOWAY, who was not in his seat 
at the moment when his name was called, asked 
the unanimous consent of the House to record his | 
vote. 

Objection was made. : 

Mr. HALLOWAY expressed his regret that 
the privilege should not be awarded to him; and 
added, that had he been permitted to vote, he 
should have voted in the affirmative. 

THE MEMPHIS CONVENTION. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, asked the 
unanimous consent of the House to withdraw the 
memorial of the Memphis Convention, which he 
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had heretofore presented. He desired to refer it 
under the rule. 


Objection having been made, the motion was 
not received. ` 


CALIFORNIA. 

Mr. McLANE renewed his motion, which 
having been decided in the affirmative, 

The House again resolved itself into Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Bovn, of Kentucky, in the chair,) and resumed the 
consideration of the special message of the Presi- 
dent of the United States transmitting the consti- 
tution of California, and of the bill heretofore 
introduced by Mr. Dory, providing for her ad- 
mission into the Union. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, who was enti- 
tled to the floor, resumed and concluded his re- 
marks, as follows: 

I fear, Mr. Chairman, that F shall not be able 
to say what I intend, with much ease to myself or 
pleasure to the House. If I can overcome a ver 
stubborn hoarseness, under which I have labored 
for several weeks, I shall proceed with my re- 
marks; otherwise, I shall be under the necessity 
of suspending them until to-morrow. J cannot 
disguise the fact, that I feel some embarrassment 
in undertaking to discuss the important ques- 
tions, which have engaged the attention of so 
many abler and more experienced gentlemen on 
this floor. I feel, however, that it is my duty to 
meet, at this crisis in our national history, a re- 
sponsibility which rests upon me, as one of the 
Representatives from the State of Kentucky—a re- 
sponsibility which I owe to a generous constitu- 
eney, and which { would not, if I could, avoid. 
The honorable gentleman from North Carolina, 
[Mr. Curxeman,] who so eloquently opened the 
debate on the President’s message, by the course 
of his argument, intimated a doubt as to the posi- 
tion which the people of Kentucky occupied, upon 
the great question which now absorbs the attention 
of all minds. Events which have occurred else- 
where, and of which | am forbidden, by the rules 
of parliamentary courtesy, as l understand them, 
to speak, have contributed to confirm that doubt; 
and the position of Kentucky is, hence, regarded 
by many as somewhat uncertain and equivocal. 
No man can be insensible of the fact, that from 
these and other causes, the foes of the Union— 
the fanatics of the North—look toward that great 
State, with some degree of hope and encourage- 
ment; while the people of the South, on the con- 
trary, are led to regard her with undisguised dis- 
trust. 

Believing, as I sincerely do, that all doubts as 


to the position of Kentucky, at the present crisis, | 


are unjust to her patriotic people, I should be rec- 
reant to my duty, as one of her Representatives, if 
I did not contribute my mite to their removal. 
Sir, it is not the nature of Kentuckians to remain 
undecided at the moment of danger, no matter 
what shape it assames, or from what quarter it 
may come. There is nothing in their political or 
personal history, from the day when the intrepid 
Boone first crushed the wild-flower on the banks 
of the beautiful Ohio, to the present moment, 
which warrants the belief, that they are a people 


iven to doubts and indecision. No, sir! such }: 
g 


weakness isa trait which belongs not to the peo- 
ple of Kentucky. 

I care not how exalted or influential may be the 
person—I care not how high his position, or how 
extensive his popularity—the man who seeks to 
place Kentucky in any other position than that of 
stern and unbending adherence to the principles of 
the Constitution—of deep and abiding reverence 
for the Union as it was, and is, with every State 


upon an equality with all others, and every right |, 


secure—does injustice to the patriotic sentiments 
of her people, and will receive no sympathy from 


them. Though he may have been enshrined in | 
their hearts as an idol, if he seeks to destroy the | 


one or the othér, no matter by what means, they 
will spurn him as they would their deadliest foe. 
Has it been forgotten, sir, that during the past 
summer, Kentucky passed through a crisis which 
happens but seldom in the history of a State? Her 


people had determined to modify and change Her 
State constitution, and the occasion ‘was seized 
upon as affording a favorable opportimity for the 
agitation of the slave question. The fanatics 
| abroad exulted in the hope, that thé people of 
Kentucky could be impressed with their owntin- 
sane and dangerous sentiments, and might’ be in- 
duced to abolish the institution of slavery. The 
people of the slave States, sensitively alive to all 
that could ii any way affect their. own interests, 
were not without apprehensions that the keystone 
in the southern arch would give way under the 
pressure, and the whole superstructure of southern 
Institutions be thereby endangered. The question 
-of emancipation was made an issue, and discussed 
in every county in the State, with unusual energy 
and ability. The good sense of the people, how- 
ever, prevailed; and the result—contrary, 1. eon- 
fess, to the general expectation—was, that nota 
single man, who had avowed himself before the 
people as an emancipationist, was elected’ tothe 
convention. That body met—a constitution was 
formed,and the institution of slavery, instead of 
being less secure, is placed upon a more firm and 
enduring basis. Under the old constitution, the 
master, by complying with certain provisions of 
the law, was allowed to emancipate his slave, and 
the slave thus emancipated, was permitted to re- 
main in the State and enjoy his freedom. Not so, 
| however, under the new constitution. By its pro- 
| visions a master is not allowed to emancipate his 
| slave, under any circumstances, unless he first 
i makes provision for his removal from the State. 
| The danger of entailing upon the State that worst 
of all curses—a free negro population—is thus 
avoided; and if there is anything in this calculated 
to offend the tender sensibilities of northern phil- 
| anthropists, they may console themselves with 
the reflection, that it is the result of their own 
senseless and indiscreet meddling with our domes- 
tic affairs. I believe the people of Kentucky have 
| been goaded into the adoption of this feature of 
il the constitution, among the most popular of all 
į! others, by the intemperate and unjust interference 
| of Abolitionists of the North, with the institution 
i| of slavery in the State. I agree with the honor- 
i| able gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. STAN- 
LY,] who addressed the House on-yesterday—and 
| it is about the only part of his speech, I-regret to 
say, in which I do agree with him—that the efforts 
of these northern philanthropists, inatead of relax- 
ing, have contributed: to. rivet more firmly: the 
chains of bondage upon the poor slave. ‘Such, I 
| know, has been the fact in my own State. 

In view of these circumstances, so expressive of 
the will and feelings of the people of Kentucky, 
can there remain a doubt as to their position upon 
the great question which now so seriously disturbs 
| the tranquillity of the nation. -T'he people of Ken- 
| tucky love this glorious Union as they love their 
own life’s blood; and there breathes not the man 
who can, with justice, accuse her of disloyalty. Sir, 
she has sealed her devotion to the honor and glory 
of this Republic, by the blood of too many of her 
| gallant sons, upon too many gore-covcred battle- 
| fields, to be justly liable to even a suspicion of 
| disloyalty. But much as she loves the Union— 
| much as she has sacrified to perpetuate its renown, 
| and promote its glory—she cannot, and will not, 
| submit to the degradation and dishonor of having 
| her own rights, as a sovereign State, and the rights 
of her free citizens, trampled upon and outraged. 

With the sentiments of my own immediate con- 
stituents, no man is more familiar-than myself; and 
Í speak advisedly when Isay, that they do not re- 
cognize any rightin Congress to interdict, by the 
Wilmot proviso, or any Kindred enactment, the 
| presence of slavery in the territories. Should this, 
|| or any other measure involving the same principle 
j| of interdiction, be fastened upon us by Congress, 
t 
i 
| 


we shall regard itas being done in defiance of the 
plain principles of the Constitution, and in con- 
| tempt of our rights as free citizens of one of the 
| sovereign States of the Union. 

What right, sir, has Congress to say to the 
| gitizen of Kentucky, that, because he emigrates 
from a particular side of the Ohio river, his rights 
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in the new territories shall -not be as full and am- 
` ple as-those of the citizen who emigrates from the 
“opposite side of that river. None; sir, whatever. 
And yet, adopt the proviso—make it the law by 
which the territories are to be governed—and you 
do-establish this inequality in the’ rights of the 
‘citizens. of the several States of the Union, Let 
us.look at one provision of the Constitution—that 
which secures an equality of rights among the cit- 
jzena of the several States, and protects them from 
‘any dégrading discriminations: n i 
-SARv. IV.-Sec, 2. The citizens of éach State shall be.en- 
titled to all the privileges and immunities of citizens in the 
several States.” hs ; 

‘What meaning does this language convey, if it 
is not aprohibition against the enactment of any 
law which unjustly discriminates between the citi- 
zens of the several States. > : 

1 The Wilmot proviso, in its operation, would be 
in direct conflict with. this provision of the Con- 
stitution, and is exactly one of the cases against 
which. the prohibition was intended to apply. No 
one will pretend to deny, that the right of property 
in-slaves is recognized and guarantied by the Con- 
stitution—not only in States where it is authorized 
by the local laws, but under certain circumstances, 
jn States where the local laws forbid it. I would 
to God. I:could say it was respected and protected 
as ‘it was intended to-be under that instrument... By 
the Constitution of the Union, the right of the mas- 


tér in Kentucky to his slave, is as perfect and en- | 


during, as-that of the citizen of Ohio to his horse 
or his.cow. If my slave escapes without my con- 
sent:to:Ohio, he isas much my slave there, as the 
chorse, if it eseaped.to Kentucky, would be the 
horse of the citizen of Ohio; and-I have the same 
right under the: Constitution of my country, to re- 
claim. possession of my slave in Ohio, that the cit- 
izen of Ohio has to reclaim his horse in Kentucky. 

(Here, Mr. Sranton, at the request of Mr. 
Harris, of Tennessee, gave way for a motion 


that the committee rise, and resumed his remarks | 


on yesterday .] 
Mr. Chairman, when I gave way on Thursday 
last, for the motion of my honorable friend from 
Tennessee, I had referred to. that clause of the 
‘Constitution, which secures an equality of rights 
“to the citizens of the several States of this Union; 
‘and. was proceeding to show, that the Wilmot 
proviso was in direct conflict with this provision 
of that instrument, J stated, sir that my right to 
my slave was recognized by the Constitution— 
-not only to exist in my own State, where slavery 
was allowed by the local laws, but, for certain 
purposes, in Ohio, where it was not allowed. We 
cannot take our slaves to Ohio, and enjoy our right 
of property in them there, for the reason, that the 


local laws of the State forbid it; but the territories į 


are the common property of the States of this 


Union, and the citizen of Kentucky is as much | 
i| ordinance was adopted before the adoption of the 


entitled to participate in their enjoyment, as the 
citizen of any other State. What law, or pre- 
tence of law, is there for the doctrine, which 
permits the citizen of Ohio to emigrate thither 
with his property, and enjoy it when there, but 
denies that right to the citizen of Kentucky? The 
citizens of Kentucky are entitled to the same priv- 
ileges and immunities under the Constitution, 
which are enjoyed by the citizens of any, or all 


the States; yet, we are told, when we take our | 


“property, which is recognized and guarantied by 
the Constitution, to the new territories, where 
there exists no law to forbid it, we shall not enjoy 
these privileges and immunities, to the same ex- 
tent, and in the same manner, they are to be en- 
joyed by citizens of other States. 

The distinguished gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, (Mr. Mawn,] in combatting the doctrine 
that we have a right to take slave property, which 
exists only in a portion of the States, to the new 
territories, and hold it when there, referred to the 
case of a polygamist introducing his wives into 
the territory, and asked with an air of triumph, 
if he would have a right to do so? [ answer, un- 
hesitatingly, yes! and there exists no power in 

this Government to prevent it. 


unchristian a practice, but where is the law to for- 
bid it ? Suppose, for instance, polygamy prevailed 
in any one of the States of this Union, and was 
authorized by law, who could forbid the polyga- 
mist from emigrating with his family of wives to 
the new territories, and maintaining his relations 
with them, so long as the territories remained in 


The moral senti- : 


“ment of the people would revolt at so sinful and ! 
t 
| 


Wy Sos = A ay at 
i nize or exclude slavery at their pleasure? Illinois, 


their-present unorganized and dependant condition? 
It seems to-me, the gentleman would look in vain } 
to the Constitution-for power to prevent it. Among 
some of the Indian tribes, within the States, polyg- 
amy exists, and is recognized. by’ the courts, in} 
adjudicating upon their.rights, and the practice of 
polygamy, doubtless, now exists with some of the 
tribes which inhabit the territory. © ‘oo. 
In some States, says the honorable. gentleman, 
lotteries are authorized by law; and he desires to 
know if the citizen from one of these States would 
have a-right to carry with him the local law au- 
thorizing lotteries. “The privilege of drawing lot- 
teries bears no analogy to the right of the master 
to his slave. The one depends exclusively upon 


i 


guaranty, by the Federal Constitution; the other 
is a right which is recognized, and sanctioned by 
that instrament. The one is a bare, naked privi- 
lege to do a particular thing, at a particular place; 
the other is a right to hold a tangible, existing 
thing, as property—not only at a particular place, | 
but wherever, in this broad Union, that thing may 
chance to be. If lotteries had the same sanction 
and protection given them by the Federal Consti- | 
| tution, which is given to slave property, then, un- | 
doubtedly—while the territories remained without 
local governments—the citizen living in*a State 
where lotteries were authorized by law, would 
have a right to carry them with him; and it would 
be equally as great an infraction of that instrument 
to exclude lotteries, by an act of Congress, as to 
exclude slavery. 

Our Government is one of equality among the 
several States of the Union, as well as between 
the citizens of the several States. The Wilmot 
proviso, if you fasten it upon us, destroys that 
equality, and degrades the State from which I 
come, and her citizens, by instituting an unjust 
and humiliating discrimination between them and 
the citizens of other States. 
judgment, to prohibit, and guard against, this dis- 
crimination, that the clause of the Constitution, to 
which I have referred, was inserted in that instru- 
ment. Deny to us the same rights, in the enjoy- 
ment of the territories, which you concede to 
others, and you not only do us great wrong, but 
do violence to that plain provision of the Consti- 
tution. 

The honorable gentleman from Indiana [Mr. 
Fircu] assumed the position in his speech, that 
the right of Congress to interdict slavery in the 
|| territories was settled by the ordinance of 1787; 
i| and that, by that ordinance, slavery was abolished 
in territory where it had previously existed. 
|| Sir, with due respect for the opinion of my hon- 
Ii orable friend, I am constrained to say, that the 
ordinance did neither. It neither settled the con- 
stitutional power of Congress to interfere with 
slavery, nor abolished it in the territory. The 


Constitution, and no principle was established by 
it in regard to slavery, which was not the result 
of mere common consent. Upon the adoption of 
the Federal Constitution, any citizen, of any one 
of the slave States, who chose to subject himself 
to the risk of removing his slaves to the territory, 


would have settled the question as to his right to | 
hold them. Whether the question was ever so 


beyond controversy, that slavery did exist in the 
territory,and does, I believe, to some extent, exist 
there now, notwithstanding the prohibition of the 
ordinance. The census tables, for 1840, show that | 
there were, at that time, 341 slaves in Ilinois, 11 in 
Wisconsin, 3 in Ohio, and 3 in Indiana. As late 
as 1818, the State of Illinois, in forming her con- 
stitution, recognized the right to hold slaves at a 
particular point in the territory, and provided for | 
| the extinction of the remnant of slavery which 
then existed. If slavery was abolished by the | 


| 


| ject farther. 


the local law, and has no special recognition, or ij 


It was, in my humble | 


might have done so, and the courts of justice |! 


tested, I do not know; but this thing is certain, |; 


it seems, did to some extent recognize and tolerate 
it, and she had a perfect right, as one of the sover- 
eign States of this Union, to do so, notwithstanding 
the ordinance. 

The ordinance established no precedent by which 
.to give a construction to the Constitution on the 
subject of slavery, any more than the Missouri 
compromise did. The latter has been acquiesced 
in by common consent; and so soon as that con 
sentis withdrawn, the line established by it will 
| have no more efficacy than one drawn upon the 
water or in the air. T shall not pursue. this sub- 
The want of power in Congress to 
| interdict slavery in the territories, is so clear to 
my mind, that, it seems incredible any man should 
doubt. $ 

There is no mistaking the design and purpose 
of those, who are engaged in this crusade against 
the rights and interests of the people of the South. 
| The tone and temper of a portion of the people of 
the North—the resolute. and: uncompromising 
spirit of their Representatives on this floor—the 
admissions which.they make—all indicate, that the 
exclusion of slavery from the territories in some 
way is determined upon, let the consequences’ be 
as they may. The gentleman from Ohio. [Mr. 
Root] declares, with an irreverent appeal to God, 
that he will not compromise this questlon—that he 
will never consent that slavery shall have a foot- 
hold in a single inch of the territory. This is not 
all. It may De gathered from. what has been said 
upon this floor, that the exclusión of slavery from 
| the territories is only a part of. the grand design. 


|| The free States are to bè brought in such close 


proximity to the slave States, that the. spirit of 
freedom, operating upon the slave, wil] reduce his 
number to so small a nucleus, that what is left. of 
the institution will not be worth preserving-~in 
other words, the exclusion of slavery from the ter- 
ritories is only the means whereby the ‘slaves of 
the South may be seduced, run off, or stolen from 
their masters, and the institution of slavery in the 
; States, which they cannot now reach, and dare 
i not attempt to’ reach by legislation, be thus broken 
up. This is the real purpose—the ultimate end to 
| be accomplished. f : 
Ís it to be supposed, sir, that the Representatives 
upon this floor, in whose keeping are the interests 
of those people who are to be so seriously and 
vitally affected by the consummation of such an 
unholy design, can remain calm, and not feel the 
blood warm in their veins, at such outrage, so 
| openly avowed? And are we to be told, too, that 
because we resist such outrage upon our rights— 
| because we warn the perpetrators of the conge- 
į quences of their villainous designs—that we are 
| disunionists, factionists, enemies of the Republic? 
Sir, for one, l hurl back the charge into the teeth 
of those who make it. We are not here for pur- 
| poses of wrong and outrage; we do not. invade 
your rights; we make no war upon your institu- 
| tions. You, who deny to us our rights—who 
threaten us with the power of the General Gov- 
ernment, if we do not submit to your demands— 
who talk of marching your armies upon us, and 
stimulating our slaves to insurrection and servile 
| war—you are the factionists, the disunionists the 
enemies of the Republic. 
“You do the wrong, and first begin t0 brawi.” 


‘+ Whence came that word, disunion? The honorable 


gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Mann] says, 
it has been repeated so often upon this floor, that 
it has become familiar to his ear. Had he never 
heard it before, sir? Is it possible that he is too 
young to have lived in that day, when a certain 
Hartford Convention demanded ‘dissolution or 
i secession,’’ as the remedy for what that body con- 
sidered to be a great wrong; or, is it convenient 
for him to forget, that disunion has been a familiar 
word with the people of his own neighborhood, 
for nearly forty years? Does he not know that 
petitions are pouring into the legislatures of sev- 


ordinance, and the ordinance was binding and 
obligatory, it seems strange, beyond measure, 
that it should have been so flagrantly violated for 
a period of so many years. 

_ if the ordinance and its provisions were impera- 
| tive, they applied as well to the States when formed | 
under the Constitution, as to the individuals who |) 


inhabited the territory. But, who pretends that | 
the States formed outof the North western territory, 
| 


and admitted into the Union under the Constitu- 


l 
| tion, could not, if they had chosen to do so, recog- 


eral of the northern States, and that seme of the 
; same character, from the same quarter, have found 


| their way to this House, asking a dissolution of 
|: the Union, because the South will not yield to the 


behests of the fanatics here and elsewhere, and 
surrender up rights whieh are dear to all her citi- 
zens. Sir, the charge of a desire to dissolve this 
Union comes with a bad grace from men living in 
such a quarter, and breathing such an atmosphere. 

Mr. MANN here interrupted Mr. STANTON, 
and said: The gentleman from Kentucky seemed 
to have forgotten, that there was a special provision 


1850. 


in the body of the ordinance itself, reserving to a 


portion of the inhabitants of the territory, the right- 


to continue to hold the slaves they already pos- 
sessed. . 

Mr. STANTON asked the honorable gentleman 
to read the clause of the ordinance to which he re- 
‘ferred. ; : 

Mr. MANN réad as follows: 

& Saving, however, to the Freeh and Canadian inhabit- 
ants, and other settlers of the Kaskaskieés, St. Vincent, and 
the neighboring villages; who have heretofore professed 
themselves citizens Of Virginia, their laws and customs now 
in force among them, telativeto the descent and conveyance 
of property? 

in reply to the question, whether he remembered 
a certain Convention-held about forty years. ago in 
the city of Hartford, hé had to say, that although 
too. young to take any part in political affairs, 
until many years after; yet he remembered it as a 
Jaci; and hoped the: promoters of the Nashville 
Convention would remember it as a warning. 

Mr. STANTON resuming. The clause quoted 
by the honorable gentleman from Massachusetts, 


as its language shows, refers to the Jaws and cus- | 


toms, in regard to the descent -ard . conveyance of 
property, and as I am informed, has been decided 
by the courts not to apply to the right to hold 
slaves. The honorable gentleman from Indiana, 
[Mr Fircn,] had stated.in his remarks ‘that sla- 
very. was abolished in the Northwestern. territory 
by the ordinance, and I. referred to the facts ex- 
‘hibited -by the census tables, to’ show that. slaves 
existed there now, notwithstanding the ordinance, 

Sir, Í hate that word disunion, and wish it could 
-be blotted from the vocabulary of our language. I 
would go as far, and make as many sacrifices, 
within the bounds of reason, to perpetuate this 
Union, as any man upon this floor. But what 
use are sacrifices and concessions, when the foe 
we have to deal with is inexorable, and cannot be 
appeased? To save this Union, the sacrifices must 
be mutaal—the North must concede, as well as the 
South. Gentlemen speak of the magnanimity of 

“the North, in not preventing the admission of slave 
States into this Union, when they had the numeri- 
~cal. power in Congress to do so. Magnanimity, 
indeed! You take credit to yourselves for ab- 
‘staining from what you had no right todo. But 
is it true, that the Representatives from the North 
„have always been as magnanimous as some of 
‘them claim to be, in regard to the admission of 
slave States? I think the history of the country 
will show that nearly, if not all, the opposition 
made to the admission of southern States into the 
Union, since the adoption of the Constitution, has 
been by northern votes. The course of the South 
has been truly magnanimous. Before the present 
Government was instituted—before the adoption 
of the present Constitution—thefSouth, as a peace- 
‘offering to the Union, surrendered the vast North- 
„western territory. Since then, with like generos- 
ity, and to promote the peace and harmony of the 
Republic, she submitted to the Missouri compro- 
mise, and surrendered up territory to be free, which 
might otherwise have been settled by a slave pop- 
ulation. The North demanded Oregon, and the 
South quietly yielded to the demand. It has been 
a.series of constant demands upon the part of the 
North, and a constant yielding on the part of the 
South: and still we are required tu yield more. {f 
you. would save the Union, and perpetuate the 
Government under which we have lived so long 
and so prosperously, you must meet us in a spirit 
of conciliation, prepared to concede something to 
our demands. 

But, we are told by the honorable gentleman 
from New Jersey, [Mr. Van Drxe,] that Texas 
came into the Union without any equivalent to the 

“North, and this is regarded by himas the evidence 
of great magnanimity on the part of those who 
submitted to it. What equivalent, pray, was the 
Worth entitled to : Without Texas, how stands 
the balance of accounts between the North and the 
South? The North has obtained from the South, 
by the ordinance of 1787, the Missouri compro 
mise, and the surrender of Oregon, 1,238,025 square 
miles of territory. The South, before the acces- 
sion of Texas, had retained, of the territory ac- 
quired since the formation of the Goverement, only 
283,508 square miles, leaving a balance against the 
North of 954,522. The acquisition _of Texas, 
added to the slave territory of the Union 325,520 
square miles, making a total of only 609,203, or 
léss than oné-half of the amount which the North 
has secured to herself. Certainly, sir, this con- 


dition of the account doesnot show that the North 
was entitled to any equivalent upon the acquisition 


of. Texas, unless the gentleman proceeds upon the: 


assumption, that one square mile of slave territory 
is worth four of free territory. If the North sūc- 
ceeds in securing to itself, the whole of the terri- 
tory acquired from Mexico, as it is now seeking 
to do, it will add to that already secured, 526,078 
square miles, making a grand total of 1,764,- 
103 square miles of territory, from which slaver 
will have been excluded, while only 609,023, or 
about one fourth of the whole, will remain to the 
South. May I not retort, by asking the gentle- 
man, what equivalent has the South got, or is 
likely to get, for all this territory surrendered up, 
and to be surrendered up, to the North? 

The honorable gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Root] 
asks, with characteristic modesty, why the South 
shall not be excluded from the new territory, if a 
majority of the Representatives on this floor de- 
mand it? Sir, the armed highway man, who meets 
you defenceless on the way-side, may, with the 
same propriety and justice, demand your purse. 
The majority on this floor have no more right, 
because of their numbers, to rob us of our rights 
in the territories, than. the highwayman, because 
of -his superior strength, has to take your money. 
It is not alone because it is “an exciting ques- 
tion,” as the gentleman, in his simplicity, seems 
to suppose, that we resist our exclusion from the 
territories, but because you have no right in com- 
mon honesty, or by the Constitution of our com- 
mon country, to do it, The avowal of such a 
doctrine, that you have the right, because you have 
the numbers, is in keeping with the reckless pur- 
poses of the party. of which the gentleman is the 
distinguished leader, and which was so graphically 
described, a few days ago, by the honorable gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, [Mr, Wintnrop. | 

To avoid the responsibility of deciding the Wil- 
mot proviso, and to relieve the President of the 
United States from the awkward dilemma in 
which the incidents of the late campaign had in- 
volved him, the people of California have been 
stimulated to form for themselves a State consti- 
tution, and are now asking admission into the 
Union. The will of Congress, in regard to the 
formation of a government for California, was ex- 
pressed, in its refusal at the last session to take 
action on the subject. The President of the United 
States, whose respect for the will of that body was 
unbounded before the last election, has encour- 
aged the revolutionary proceedings in that terri- 
tory, and precipitated the existing state of things. 
Without the shadow of authority, under any law 
or provision of the Constitution, the people of 
California have taken the power into their own 


“hands, and instituted all the machinery of State 


government. For a somewhat like proceeding— 
though having far more justification in the long 
continued denial of popular rights by the party in 
power—the leader of the popular movement in 
Rhode Island was condemned to a felon’s cell. I 
need not say, sir, that these proceedings in Cal- 
ifornia, having not even the excuse of those in 


Rhode Island, are revolutionary—dangerous, as a | 


precedent, and deserving the severest rebuke from 
this Government. 
aright to forma State government, without the 
authority of Congress, they havea right to ask 
admission into the Union, or not, as may suit 


their convenience or pleasure. There is no power | 


to compel a State to come into the Union, and if 


California chooses, she may remain out indefi- | 


nitely. What a spectacle would this state of 
things prescnt—an independent State, exercising 
sovereignty upon our own territory, but bearing 
no allegiance to, or having any relation with, our 
Government. ' 

Mr. GERRY here interposed, and was under- 
stood to say, that the movement in Rhode Island 
was supported by the Democratic party. 

Mr. STANTON continuing, said, I care not by 
whom it was supported, the Whig party de- 
nounced the proceedings in Rhode Island as rev- 
olutionary, and if they were, those in California 
have been more so. 

But, waiving the right of California, unauthor- 
ized, to take these steps for the formation of a 
government, which I do not intend to discuss, 
there are other considerations, which would seem 
to justify the South, in not being willing to admit 
her into the Union. Her boundaries are said to 
be unreasonable, embracing the whole. Pacific 


s 


If the people of Calfornia have | 


coast, from the lower extremity of. cur possessions, 
tothe Oregon line. ‘A provision: has been forced 
into-her constitution, excluding: slavery, and forced 
there, too, by the: threats ofthe North, thatthe 
would not be admitted into the Union if she‘teler- 
ated it... The South: has. been . deterred from: all 
participation in the settlement of. the territory; by 
the constant agitation of the slave question, and the 
determined resistance made: by Representatives 
from the North, to all legislation by Congress, 
providing a territorial Government, unless:it was 
burdened with the restriction on ‘the subject: of 
i Slavery. Can the South so far forget its self-re- 
spect, its dignity, and its rights, and, under these 
circumstances, give her unqualified admission into 
the American Union? 

I verily believe, sir, but for the causes referred 
to, California would now be a slave State. If the 
people had been left to their own impulses, ‘and 
no fears had been aroused, as to their admission 
into the Union, the. slavery prohibition would 
never have had a place in her constitution. Lcan- 
not doubt, for a moment, that slave labor may be 
as. profitably employed in California as in ‘any 
portion of the Republic. | In this opinion, Tt titik. T 
am well fortified by the. late, message of the (Gov- 
ernor of the new State: ` I read a short paragraph 
from that document: i Be aware 

«The operation of a reasonable aud sound system of tasa- 
tion upon the agricultural resources of the country, would: be 
most decidedly beneficial iti a very short: period. © Most of 
the fine agricultural tands of California are now in the hands 
ofa few persons, who suffer ikem to remain: wild andun- 
cultivated. A few montis ago, when -the population was 
small, and the wants of the community but tew aud simple, 
the natural pasturage of the country, with a limited cultiva- 
tiun of the soil, was ample for all the purposes of life 5 but 
under the changed circumstances, when our country téems 
with people who must be fed, and when the population is 
so rapidly augmenting, itis uareasBnable, if not impossible, 
that the country should remain in a state of nature. No 
country can safely depend upon an uncertain foreign supply 
of the first necessaries of life. Such a supply would be sub- 
ject to all the vicisitudes of war or peace, would never be 
regular, and prices would be always fluctuating—either ex- 
travagantly high, or so low as to discourage importation. 
The provisions themselves ure generally stale and unwhate- 
some, and no doubt one bal€ the disease suffered ‘in ibe 
country has arisen from this prolific source... When those 
who own immense tracts of rich, fertile, and beautiful Jands, 
| now in a state of nature, producing no rents or profits, shall 
i have to pay taxes upon them in propo:tion to their value, 
they will find it their interest to sell ont portions to those 
who will cultivate then; thus encouraging tie agricultural 
industry of the country, and at the same time greatly increas- 
ing the value of the portions not sold. In the last fifteen 
months the number of cattle in the country-has been rapidly 
| decreasing, while our. population has increased in the same 
l 7 3 wl ar. popula H 
ratio. Fresh ‘meats are indispensable to our bealth, and 
cannot be imported ; and if this state of things shoutd:cun- 


living will be so great, that mining. and. other kinds,of pusi- 
ness must cease to be profitable. . The- constitution, makes 
it the duty of the legislature to ‘encourge agriculture—that 
first’ and noblest of all. industrial’ pursuits ; hut { am not 
| aware of any other means at present within: your power 
than those 1 have suggested.” . 

Here is a grave recommendation from the Gov- 
ernor to impose heavy taxation upon the lands, in 
order to force them into hands that will cultivate 
them. Noteven the necessity. of having:to con- 
sume “ stale and unwholesome bread” and putrid 
meat, can stimulate the freemen of California to 
abandon the rich harvest of the mines fur the richer 
harvest of the soil, Can any man doubt that 
slave labor, which could be coerced into the pro- 
duction of the necessaries of life, might not be in- 
‘troduced and used profitably? It seems to me, 
that no better proof of the adaptation of slave labor 
to the wants and necessities existing in California, 
could be produced, than this singular recommend- 
ation of the Governor. 

But, sir, I have already said, that I am willing 


to secure a settlement of the dangerous question 
‘which now shakes this Confederacy: to‘its' very 

centre. Notwithstanding the wrong done‘to ‘the 
| South in excluding her from-California—notwith- 
i standing the unprecedented and revolutionary 
character of her proceedings, by which the exist- 
|| ing state of things bas been superinduced—tI will 
waive all these, and vote to admit her into “the 
Union, with suitable boundaries, if northern men 
will meet me ina like spirit of concession. Let 
i| them give us governments for the remaining por- 
|| tions of the territory, exempt from the Wilmot 
i] proviso, or other restriction on the subject of slave- 
| ry, and some assurance that when States, formed 
lof such territory, shall ask admission into the 
Union, they will be received with whatever pro- 
visions they may adopt on the subject of slavery 
‘and I, for one, will be satisfied. 


tinue only a few years longer, the inercased: expenses of 


| to make any reasonable concession and sacrifice, 


language of the honorable gentleman applies to 
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J cannot, sir; in. justice. to myself, and the peo- 
ple whom.I have the honor. to represent, take my 
seat without bestowing some notice upon a:portion 
of the extraordinary speech of the honorable gen- 
tileman from Pennsylvania, [Mr.Srevens,} and I 
regret that-he is:not now in his seat to bear what I 
intend to say... His fame is not. unknown to the 
people of-the West. --His boldness and intrepidity 
ona:certain memorable occasion have given hima. 
world-wide notoriety. lt needed not his late tirade 
against-amost worthy. and- meritorious class of 
our citizens—-the free white laborers of the slave 
States—to give him.reputation. - The ‘ Buck-shot 
war”-—an occurrence which never takes place in a 
slave. State—has made his name memorable all 
over. this nation. The honorable gentleman, in 
depicting what he supposed to be one of the eyils 
of slavery, thought proper to make an-unjust and 
uriwarrantable attack upon the free while laborers 
of the slave States. That I may not misrepresent 
the gentleman, I quote the slanderous attack from 
his printed speech; 

“There, there ia no sound. connecting-link between the 
aristocrat and. the slave. True, there isa cliss of human 
beings between them: but they are the most worthless and 
miserable of mankind. ‘The poor white laborer is the seorn 
of the stave himself; for slavery always degrades labor, 
The white people who work with their hands, are ranked 
with the other labor: rs—the slaves. They are excluded 
from the society of the rich. Their associates, if any, are 
with the colored population. They feel that they are de- 
graded and despised ; and their minds and conduct generally 
conform to their condition, ? 

. Sir, ifany man on this floor has a right to speak 
for the free white laborers of the slave States, it is 
‘me, Itis the pride of my life, that I sprang from 
this class of. citizens, thus wantonly. denounced. 
‘Twelve years of my life were spent in actual man- 
ual labor among them, and I have never lived 
elsewhere than ina slave State. So far as the 


that portion of the free white laborers whom | 
represent, I pronounce the charges base, unmiti- 
gated slanders, utterly without foundation in 
truth. Ido not hesitate to say, sir, that a more 
moral, ‘intelligent, high-minded and patriotic class 
of men than the free laborers of Kentucky, can- 
not be found in any State of this Union. So far 
from being held in scorn by any portion of the 
population, they are respected by all, and many 
find their way to the pulpit, the bar, the legislature, 
and the halls of Congress. I venture the asser- 
tion, that in all the qualities which contribute to 
the dignity and perfection of human nature, they 
surpass infinitely the same class of men in any of 
the free States, and occupy a far higher position 
in the scale of social life. F donot know that the 
honorable gentleman, who thus assuils the free 
citizens of slave States with vituperation and slan- 
der, ever trod his foot upon the soil of one of these 
States; but this I do know, that with his present 
sentiments, and his disposition to vilify and slan- 
der persons of whom he knows nothing, if he came 
among us there is not a respectable negro who 
would deem him a fit associate. The presence of 
slavery does not necessarily degrade any portion 
of the white population; and the honorable gentle- 
men, when he becomes more familiar with the 
moral and social condition of the people of the slave 
States, will find the very reverse to be the true 
condition of things. But. while the honorable 
gentleman is expending his sympathies upon the 
poor slaves, and poor white laborers of the slave 
States, let me direct his attention to the condition 
of the population in some of the free States. He 
will find here a wider and more legitimate field for į 
the exercise of his benevolent sympathies, and one 

which will repay his philanthropy, if sincere, with 

aricher harvest of fruits, Fortunately [ have at 

hand an editorial article from the New York Mir- 

ror, which describes a condition of society which 

has never yet been witnessed in any of the slave 

States, and i pray Heaven never may. If the 

gentleman will turn his attention to the ameliora- | 
tion of the condition of the population in his own : 
neighborhood, and relieve the sufferings which are | 
so graphically pictured in this article, he may then, | 
with some propriety, interpose his benevolent ser- 
vices in behalf of sufferers elsewhere. I read from 
the article referred to, which has been kindly sent | 
me by the editor: i 
_ “ Much zeal has been exhibited within the past few years j 
in behalf of southern slaves. Their condition has been | 
commented upon by persons who have obtained their in- 


formation through public prints, whose coiunms are filled | 
With harrowing descriptions, of the cruelty of slavelolders. 


_snffrage, there 


rihe other-is: not. 


ny One who will traverse. the southera States, and wit- 


ness, with unprejudiced minds, the condition of tbe blacks, 
must come to the conclusion that they are as happy as the 
whites. ‘There are instances, no doubt, as there are among 
the rich, and especially the- poor, in the northern States, 
where. misery exists; but the masses are joyous, happy, and 
contented. -They aré almost invariably well fed-and clothed, 
and in sickness and old age, they are treated with kindness 
and humanity. The conduct of the master to his slave is 


‘eontrolied hy legislative enactment, and public opinion. 


s Now, Contrast. their. fate with the.negroes of the North. 
In the State: of ‘New York, in- the exercise of the-right of 
is*no egnality between the’two races—the 
one being required to possess a property qualification, while 
The black, amid storm and tempests, is 
not allowed to enter the omnibus for shelter, He must 
walk, or Sit upon the outside, while ihe white man is com- 
fortably seated within. It:makes no difference to which sex 
they belong, the rule is inflexible. On railroads, they oc- 
eupy the second-class. car, and: upon steamboats they are 
seated atthe ‘second table.’ But iris procluimed that they 
are frec. They enjoy a description of freedom, which is as 
had, if not worse, than bondage is described. They cannot 
but be aware, that they are a proscribed people, destined, for 
all time, to perform menial offices, and to yield the path to 
the white man. i 

4 And what is the condition of the white paupers who 
barely exist, under the hose of our cotemporary? Look at 
the objects of pity who sweep the crossings of the streets, 
unprotected from the driving storm, except by a few rags. 
How often do our philanthropic citizens reward the labor 
which enables them to pass over without soiling their opera 
boots? Instead of being commended for their efforts to 
earn a few pennies, they are denounced by a functionary of 
the city, as hardened in crim» and debased by vice. The 
condition of the most unhappy slave cannot he worse, even 
in the eyes of moraliste. Look at the beggars who throng 
our streets, who, for the purpose of exciting pity, expose the 
tender forms ofinfants to the blasts of winter, or bandage 
them so tighUy as to produce the appearance of approaching 
dissolution. How often do our wealthy and philanthropic 
millionaires, who sweep haughtily past, arrest their steps 
for the purpose o! relieving the sufferers from the horrors of 
starvation? Again, visit the haunts of poverty and vice, 
which can be tound within the most wealthy city in the 
Union, and witness the hollow cheeks, and the forms at- 
tenuated by hunger and disease, and then prate, if even 
your hypocritical consciences will permit you, upon the cou- 
dact of your southern brethren, and with reckless determi- 
nation advocate a dissolution of this glorious Union, provi- 
ded your partisan animosities cannot be gratified. Away 
with afl such reformers. 

But we are told that families are separated at the South, 
and the members sold to different purchasers. The anguish 
which may result from such a course, cannot be more de- 
plorable than the fruits of poverty, which are made the sub- 
jects of reports by the Chief of Police. What induces 
the child to sell its virtue, or what morality could prompt 
tbe purchaser to buy it? Why will the m ther barter the 
future peace of her daughter for gold? Why will she sub- 
mit the form of herintant to absolute torture? The answer 
is, to obtain bread. How, then, is it- possible for the fate of 
the most unfortunate slave to be more terrible than that of 
hundreds of poverty-stricken, depraved, and wretched per- 
sons in our very midst? We are, to a certain degree, re- 
sponsible for the prevalence. of suffering and crime which 
stalks abroad, and it should be remedied before we sutter 
our consciences to afflict us on account of the dercliction of 
others. Charity begins at home, and should be attcuded to 
first, or our motives will be called in question.?? 


Mr. S. having concluded, the floor was given 
to— 

Mr. FOWLER, who addresse] the committee 
during the hour, in remarks which will be pub- 
lished in the Appendix. 

Mr. GORMAN then obtained the floor, but 
yielded to a motion that the committee rise. 

On this motion no quorum voted. 

After some conversation, the roll was called, (as 
required by therule,) and a quorum appeared to be 

resent. : 

The CHAIRMAN then rose, and the names of 
the absentees were reported to the House. 

Some conversation followed. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, asked if it 
would be in order to move that the House ad- 
journ? 

The SPEAKER. In order that the motive of 
the Speaker, in declining to recognize any gentle- 
man in this particular state of things, may not 
be misunderstood, the Chair wili state, that when, 
in Committee. of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, the roll has been called, and a report has 
been made to the House, and when, upon that re- 
port, itis found that aquorum is present, the chair- 
man of the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union must resume his seat without a mo- 
tion. ‘The Speaker, therefore, cannot entertain 
the motion of the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. 


| STANTON.) 


The Cyarrman then resumed his seat in com- 
mittee, 

The question recurred, and was taken on the 
motion that the committee rise, and by ayes 66, 
noes 54, was decided in the affirmative. 

So the committee rose and reported. 

A motion was made that the House adjourn, 
but was withdrawn at the request of 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, who said that 


the gentleman from New. York, near him, [Mr. 
Brooxs,} desired. to present a resolution, which 
he (Mr. S.) thought should be passed by unani- 
mous consent. 


THE TELEGRAPH. 
Mr. BROOKS’ offered the following resolution, 


which was read for information: . 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety or expediency of reg- 
ulating the transmission of intelligence by telegraph through 
out the United States, and, if they deem it expedient, to 
bring in a bill accordingly. 
_ Objection was made to the introduction of the 
resolution. . 

Mr. BROOKS moved a suspension of the rules 
to enable him to introduce it. 

Pending which motion, the House adjourned. 


NOTICE OF BILLS. 

By Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi: A bili to repeal a part of 
the 6th.section of the act approved September 15th, 1789, en- 
titled * An act to proide for the safe-keeping of the acts, 
records, aid seal of the United States, and for oiber pur- 
yoses.?? x 
: By Mr. WATKINS: A bill for the relief of certain Ten- 
nessee volunteers. 


PETITIONS, &e. 

The following memorials, petitions, &c., were 
presented upder the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees 3 

By Mr.*BUTLER, of Connecticut: The memorial of 
Jolm Catlin and others, praying a reduction of postage. 

Also, the memorial of Rev. Jason Atwater and others, 
praying a reduction of postage. » 

Also, the memorial of W. B. Rice and others, praying a 
reduction of postage. i j 

By Mr, CABLE, of Ohio: A petition from John Skinner 
and 68 other citizens of Columbiana, Ohio, for a mail-route 
from Canton, Ohio, to Darlington, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. PUTNAM: The joint resolutions of the New 
York Legislature, relating to the slave trade in the District 
of Columbia; to the prohibition of slavery in the territories; 
against the extension of Texas over any partof Mexico; for 
the admission of California as a State into the Union, and 
for the preservation.of the Union, f 

Also, a resolution for esiablishing a mint in the city of 
New York. . 

Also, a resolution for appropriations for the construction 
of harbors, and the improvement of the navigation of 
rivers. : . ` 

Aiso, à resolution desiring an inquiry in relation to the 
act of Congress commonly known as the act extending 
Woodworth’s planing machine. w 

Also, the petition of S. M. Gates and. 36 other Jegal voters 
of Warsaw, New York, against the admissoin of any Statek 
uuless its constitution shal} expressly prohibit slavery, 

Also, the petition of J. H. Daning and 58 otier legal 
voters of Warsaw, New York, for the same object. 

Also, the petition of J. H. Darling aud 58 others, of War- 
saw, New York, praying the prohibition of slavery and the 
slave trade in all the territorics belonging to the Union, 

Also, the petition of R, Gould and 35 others, of Warsaw, 
New York, tor the same object. 

Also, the petition of J. H. Darling and 56 others, of War- 
saw, New York, for the repeal of ail Jaws of Congress, 
which sanction slavery or the slave trade, in the District of 
Coltmbia. ý 

Also, tie petition of A. Frank, jr. and 33 others, of War- 
saw, New York, for the repeal of all laws by which slavery 
or the slave ade is authorized in the District of Coluasbia, 
or for the removal of the Capitol to a free State. 

Also, the petition of J. H. Darling and 58 others, of War- 
saw, New York, praying tbat persons claimed as fugitive 
slaves may have secured lo them the trial by jury. 

Also, the petition of A. Frank and 36 others, of Warsaw, 
New York, forthe like object. 

By Mr. McLANAHAN: The memorial, signed by the 
members of the Senate of Pennsylvania, praying Congress 
to place the seamen serving in the war wiih Mexico, upon 
an equality with a portion of their crews, marines and labor- 
ers, to whom Congr has given rewards for their services, 
and to pass such laws as may be just and equitable in the 
prennses. 

By Mr. FEATHERSTON: The petition of Col: Wilcox, 
and others, volunteer officers in the | te war with Mexico, 
asking Congress to pass a law, granting bounty land to the 
officers as wel as soldiers in the late Mexican war. 

By Mr. THOMPSON, of Iowa: The petition of George 
Shedd, and 25 others, citizens of Denmark, towa, praying 
for an appropriation for the removal of obsteuctions at the 
Des Moines and Rock river Rapids, in the Mississippi River. 

By Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania: The petition of 
citizens of Elk county, Pennsylvania, for a mail-route from 
Caledonia, via Benegit, to Second Fork, in said county. 

By Mr. FULLER: The petition of Charles H. Johnson 
and 200 others, praying Congress to establish a post road 
from Fort Fairfield to Fort Kent, on the St. John’s river, in 
the northern part of the county of Aroostook, State of 
Maine, 

By Mr. GOULD: The petition of O. S. Penfield and 28 
others, for two-cent postage on prepaid letters of half an 
ounce, and free papers for thirty mites from the office of 


| publication 


Also, concurrent resolutions of the Legislature of the State 


! of New York. instructing inquiry in relation to tae act to 


extend the patent granted to Wiliam Woodworth, com- 
monly known as Woodworth’s planing machine. 

By Mr..ALBERTSON: The petition of Wiliam Pen- 
nington and 46 other citizens of Harrison county, Indiana, 
praying Congress to pass a law granting bounty land to the 
officers and soldiers of the Indian wars, and of the late war 
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with Great Britain; and to the widows and children of such 

officers and sol ‘iers who have died. : ee 

Also, the petition of William Hawtborn and 114 other citi- 
zens o Pike, Gihson, and Davis counties, Indiana, praying 
the passage of a law granting a tri-weekly.coach mail from 
Washin ton, in Davis county, to. Petersburg, in Pike 
county, and from tence to Princeton, in Gibson county. 

Also, the petition of John V. Dodge and 101 other citizens 
of Vandehurg county, Indiana, praying the passare of a 
law to ffectually suppress the African slave-trade ; and that 
the independence of Liberia be recognized by Congress; 
and that commercial. and postal arrangements be entered 
into with the Government of said Republic. i 

By Mr. SAWTELLE: The petition of Daniel Clark and 
48 others, citizens of Mercer, in the county of Somerset, and 
State of Maine, for the establishment of a mail-ronte from 
Belgrade, in the county of Kennebec, through Rome,Mercer, 
and Starks to Wests Mills, in Industry, in the county of 
Franklin. 

Also, the petition of Asa Chapman and 61 others, citizens 
of Starks, m the county of Somerset, and State of Maine 
for the same. ‘ 

‘Also, the petition of Samuel Lambard and 23 others, citi- 

-zens of Belgrade, in the county of Kennehec, and State of 

Maine, for the same. 
the petition of Charles H. Whittier and 13 others, 
zens of Rome, in the county of Kennebec, and State of 
Maine, for the same. 

Also, the petition of Semont Spooner and 45 others, citi- 
zens of New Portland, in the State of Maine, for-cheap 
postage. 

By Mr. HOWE: The petition of A. P. Wangh and 24 
others, citizens of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, praying 
Congress to establish an Agricultural Burean in one of the 
departments of the Government at Washington. 

By Mr. FITCH: .A petition from sundry citizens of La 
Porte, Indiana, asking a reduction of postage to two cents 
per haif ounce on prepaid matter. 

Also, a petition on the same subject, from the faculty and 
students of Indiana Medical College, La Porte. 

By Mr. THURMAN: The petition of S. H. Williams 
and 20 other citizens, mémbers of the First Congregational 
Chureh Society, Bangor, Franklin county, State of New 
York, asking for cheap postag>. 

By Mr. BOOTH: The. petition of S. Higgins and 55 


others, citizens of Clinton, in the State of Connectient, pray- f 


ing for the reduction of postage to two cents, on prepaid 
letters of half an ounce. 

By Mr. SPRAGUE: The petition of S. A. Eaton and 
others, citizens of Hudson, Michigan. 

Also, the perition of D. A. Hund and others, citizens of 
New Buffalo, Michigan. 

. Also, the petition of J. Howard and others, citizens of 
Constantine, Michigan. 

Also, the petition of 74 citizens of Detroit, Michigan, 


praying for cheap postage, 
dick Mr. CROWELL: The petition of William Sill, C. 
iller, and others, citizens of Summit county, Obio, pray- 


ing the abolition of the barbarous practice of flogging in the 
navy. 

By Mt. WILDRICK: The petition of William Clifton 
and 105 others, citizens of Hunterdon county, in the State 
of New Jersey, asking Congress to pass a law to establish 
a uniform rate of postage, not to exceed one cent on news- 
papers, and two cents on cach prepaid letter of half an 
ounce, for all distances. 

By Mr. CARTTER: The petition of Smith Orr, Joseph 
Wiiforde and 300 others, citizens of Wayne county, remon- 
gtrating against the Clay compromise. 

By Mr. HENRY: The petition of Dana Baily and 25 
others, citizens of North Townsend, Vermont, for cheaper 
postage. 

By Mr. BISSELL: The petition of Washington Leverett 
and others, the faculty and students of Shurtleff College, 
Hlinois, praying for the reduction, "&c., of the rates of 
postage. 

Also, a petition from the Directors of the INinois Mutual 
Fire Insurance Company, praying for the same object. 

Also, a petition from Nathaniel Niles and others, officers 
in the Mexican war, praying for additional remuneration for 
services. 

By Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi: The petition of John H. 
Horne, of Mississippi, praying relief from certain demands 
of the Government, growing out of the purchase, by said 
Horne, of Indian reservations. 

By Mr. YOUNG: The petition of C. Groudy and 160 others, 
for amail-route from Edwardsville, in Madison county, Ili- 
nois, to Deca’ur, in Macon county, in said State. 

By Mr. KING, of New Jersey: The petition of inhabit- 
ants of Newark, New Jersey, for cheap postage—two cents 
per half ounee, prepaid. 

Also, the petition of First Baptist Church, at Hohoken, 
New Jersey, for cheap postage—two cents per half ounce, 
prepaid. 

By Mr. SPALDING: The petition of electors of Niagara, 
New York, that slavery and the slave-trade may be prohib- 
jted in all the territory of the United States. For jury tial 
to fugitive slayes; for prohibiting the admission of any more 
slave States; and for the abolition of slavery and the siave- 
trade, in the ‘District of Columbia. we Ey 

Also, the petition of Martha Hallack, for bounty lands. 

By Mr. LASERE: The pet tion of Mistress Widow Man- 
uel Cruzot, of New Orleans, claiming a balance due her late 
husband. 

By Mr. TAYLOR: The remonstrance of Joseph Ridgway, 
Jr„ and 38 others, citizens of Columbus, Ohio, against the 
farther extension, by act of Congress, of the “ Woodworth 
Patent,” so called, for a planing, tongning 
machine, granted December 27th, 1828, and reissued, 
July 8th, 1845. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, March 11, 1850. 


Mr. PEARCE presented the memorial of T. P. 
McBlair, a purser in the navy; asking to beallowed 
a credit in the settlement of his accounts for pay- 


, and grooving | 


ment~to certain warrant-officers holding appoint- 
ments in the navy; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented the petition of the 
heirs of Mary Jimeson, a Seneca Indian, asking 
the payment, with interest, of a sum of money 
deposited for the purpose’ of investment, with a 
United States sub-agent; which was referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Also, the petition of emigrant Seneca, and other 
tribes of New York Indians, asking that a new 
home may be assigned them in the north sand that 
| they may be indemnified for their expenses and 
sacrifices in endeavoring to effect a settlement in 
the territory provided for them in the southwest, 
by the treaty of 1838; which was referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Chenango coun- 
ty, in the State of New York, asking that news- 
papers may be exempt from postage Within a 
limited distance from the place of publication; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post- 
Office and Post-Roads. 

Also, a memorial of citizens of Coopersville, 
in the State of New York, asking that copies of 
the Constitution of the United States, and Wash- 
ington’s Farewell Address, may be provided for 
each school district in the United States; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. JONES presented a petition of the Christian 
party of the Menomone Indians, asking to be al- 
lowed additional compensation for the lands ceded 
by them to the United States, and that the lands 
east of Green Bay may be assigned them in lieu 
of those provided by treaty for their permanent 
homes; which was referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. : 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presented the 
memorial of Simeon Greenleaf, asking an exten- 
sion of his copyright; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, a petition of the professor and students 
i of the Theological Seminary at Andover, in the 
| State of Massachusetts, asking the adoption of 
measures for the amicable adjustment of all inter- 
national difficulties by arbitration; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. DOWNS presented the petition of Jacob 
Hickman, asking the confirmation of title to 
certain lands lying in the Bastrop grant, in Louisi- 
ana; which was referred to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

Mr. BORLAND presented a memorial of officers 
of volunteers who served in the war against Mex- 
ico, asking an additional allowance of bounty lands; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Also, a memorial of clerks employed in the 
pay-department of the army, asking an increase 
of compensation; which was referred to the Com- | 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. CLEMENS presented a petition of Willis 
Stephens, asking the confirmation of his claim to 
an Indian reservation; which was referred to the | 
Committze on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of Wil- 
liam Ferguson, a pensioner of the United States, 
asking to be allowed a back pension; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, of the heirs of Jonathan Patch, a rev- 
olutionary soldier, asking to be allowed a pension, 
to which their father was entitled; which was re- || 


| tions presented, and 1 wo 


referred to the Committee. on the Post: Office: and ~ 
Post: Roads. : : Pee ar Perro 

Mr. CLAY présented a:petition of. O. -Hors 
ward Wilson, and others, asking the reduction of 
the rates of postage; which. was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads.. -5 

Also, a memorial of James Higgins, William 
Adams, and others, asking that California:may be 
admitted into the Union as a State; which:was-or- 
dered to lie on the table. i ne 

Also, the memorial of LeSlie Combs, asking the 
payment of a debt due him by the late Republic of 
Texas, for which the public faith and revenues of 
that Republic were pledged; which, together with 
his papers on the files, was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Also, a document of B. F. Rogers, and other 
citizens of Boston, Massachusetts, proposing a 
plan for the adjustment of the controversy between 
the northern and southern portions of the Union, 
growing out of the institution of slavery; which 
was ordered to lie.on the table. 

Also, a memorial of George C. Goss, asking 
that.a burying-ground. may. be. purchased. in the 
vicinity of the city of Mexico, which: was used 
for the interment of American citizens. during the 
occupation of that city by the United: States army} 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. f ey ia 

Mr. HALE presented nineteen petitions. of 
citizens of Massachusetts, asking that the: spirit- 
ration in the navy may be.abolished. 

Also, nineteen petitions of citizens of the 
same State, asking that corporal punishment may 
be abolished in the navy of the United States; 
which petitions were severally referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. « 

Mr. CHASE presented a petition of citizens 
of Harrison county, a petition of citizens of Ober- 
lin, and a petition of citizens and female inhabit- 
ants of Loraine county, in the State of Ohio, re- 
menstrating against the adoption of the resolutions 
submitted by Mr. Cray, for the adjustment of the 
controversy growing out of the institution of, 
slavery, and praying that the introduction of slaves 
into any and all territories now free’ may be pro- 
hibited; that slavery and the slave-trade in the 
| District of Columbia, and the slave-trade between 
the States, may be abolished, and that the pro- 
visions of the act of 1793, respecting the reclama- 
tion of fugitive slaves, may be repealed; which 
were ordered to lie on the table. . 

Also, two petitions from citizens of Jefferson 
county, and one petition from citizens. of Licking 
county, in the State of Ohio, 


i 


for a reduction of the 
rates of postage; which were: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the. Post-Office and Post Roads: 


THE LOWER RIO GRANDE. 


Mr. CLAY. Ihave received, and been request- 
ed to present, a petition signed bya number ‘of 
citizens of the valley of the lower part. of the Rio 
Grande. They are complaining of their, connec- 
tion with Texas. They conceive that Texas has 
no legitimate title to that portion of the country 
which lies near the mouth of the Rio Grande, and 
they ask Congress to take them under its protec- 
tion, and establish a territorial government there. 
I believe there have been some other similar peti- 
uld ask that this should 
take the same direction which they received. It 
is a printed petition, and has, l have no doubt, 


H 

ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. |! 
Mr. DODGE, of lowa, presented a petition of || 
citizens of that State, asking a grant of public |] 
Jand, to aid in the construction of a railroad from || 
Davenport to Council Bluffs; which was ordered | 


to lie on the table. 


lington, Towa, and a petition of citizens of the | 
same place, asking that certain aceretions of land, 
caused by the current of the Mississippi river, 
may be granted to that city; which was referred | 
to the Committee on Public Lands. | 
Mr. ATCHISON presented two petitions, of | 
citizens of the counties of St. François, Madison, | 
and Wayne, in the State of Missouri, asking the ; 
establishment of a mail route, from the Iron 
Mountain to Greenville, in that State; which were 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. f 
Mr. STURGEON presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania, ask-. 


| 
| 


I 


| 
| 


ing a reduction of the rates of postage; which was 


Also, a memorial of the city council of Bur- ji 


i] There 


been extensively circulated among the inhabit- 
ants of the lower Rio Grande. I move to dispense 
with the reading of the petition, and that it have 
the appropriate reference. Yi i 
Mr. RUSK. A similar petition was presented 
the other day. Ihave no objection to the motion 
niade by the honorable Senatór from Kentucky, 
but I desire to say now what is. the fact in regard 
to all these petitions, and what has been the action 
| of the citizens of the.lower Rio Grande. A con- 
| siderable portion.of the inhabitants of that section 
| of the country are Mexicans, and a large number 
| of them Mexicans who. were engaged adversely to 
Texas in the war, and- have come to this side of 
he Rio Grande since the termination of the war. 
are a few discontented individuals there. 
What their object. may be, or whether they act 
under political influences from other quarters, I do 
hey have rather taken charge of 
The petition sent here the other 
Imost exclusively by Mexicans. 
of the legis 


i 
t 


jt 


| 


| not know; but t 
these. Mexicans. 
day, was signed a t y 
These individuals, during the session 
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lature ‘of Texas; which has now adjourned, mis- 
represented the action of the legislature with re- 
gard to the titles. of property and the assignment 
of lands, and by that. means misled some other 
individuals. Büt shortly after this movement was 
made upon the Rio Grande, to dispute the title of 
Teéxas—and by individuals who had taken no part 
in’ the cause ‘of “Texas, and who had never goné 
theré. until recently, until the whole matter was 
» séttled—as.soon as-this movement was heard of, 
the people of the Rio Grande—the citizens of Tex- 
as; the'bone and sinew of the country—mcet there 
in’ avery large. mass meeting, and repudiated the 
action of those individuals. “I impute no blame 
to the présentation of these petitions, but I think 
it is due to the question, with regard to the title of 
Texas, to make this explanation: ` 

Mr. CLAY. I know very little upon the sub- 
ject. Indeed, until I received the letter accompa- 
nying the petition from a person with whom I am 
notatall acquainted, I had no information what- 
ever that there was any dissatisfaction prevailing 
in that portion of our country. This letter is 
signed, as | suppose, by an American, The pe- 
tition itself is in both the English and Spanish lan- 
guages, and is signed indiscriminately, I should 
judge from the signatures, by Americans and 
Spaniards. However, sir, without expressing any 
opinion at all about the object of the petition, or 
the motives of the signers, I beg leave to present 
it:and to ask that it be referred to the same com- 
mittee to which the other was referred, if it was 
referred at all. 

The petition was then received and referred to 
the Committee on Territories. 

Myr. RUSK moved the printing of the petition, 
together with the signatures to it, which question, 
undér the rules, went to the Committee on Print- 
ing. . 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion by Mr. DODGE, of lowa, 


Ordered, That the resolution of the Legislature of Iowa, 
on the files of the Senate, in favor ofa grant of land for the 
„Construction of a levee on Muscatine Island, in that State, 
be referred to the Committee on Publie Lauds. 


On motion by Mr. UNDERWOOD. 


Ordered, ‘Mhat the petition of G. W. and P. E. Norton, on 
the files of the Senute, be referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES, 

Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, to which was referred House bill for 
the relief of Jesse Sutton, reported back the same 
without amendment, 

Mr. SFLIELDS, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the bill granting to 
the State of Missouri the right of way and a do- 
nation of the public lands for making a railroad 
from the town of Hannibal to the town of St. 
Joseph, in said State, reported back the same 
without amendment, and recommended its passage. 

“Mr. DOWNS, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred House bill 
for the reliefof Richard H. Barrett, reported back 
the same without amesdment, and recommended 
its passage, 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, to which was referred the bill to provide 
seals of office for Surveyors-general of the Public 
Lands, reported back the same without amend- 
ment. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the memorial’ of Dr, Hartwell Carver, 
asking the confirmation of his title to a tract of 
Jand around the Falls of St. Anthony, on the Mis- 
sissippi river, purchased. by his grandfather before 
the revolutionary war, asked to be discharged 
from the farther consideration of the same, and 
that it lie on the table. 


RESOLUTIONS. 
> Mr. MANGUM submitted the following reso- 


lution, which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 
. Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy he directed to 
inform the Senate whether any report ou meteorology has 
been made_to the department over which he presides, by 
Professor Espy; and if so, to transmit the report to the 
Senate. 

Mr. CASS submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post-Office and Post 
ats be instructed to inquire iuto the expediency of estab- 
lishing a mail-route from De Witt, in Clinton county, Michi- 


* 


gan, through the towns of Riley and Westphalia, to Maple, 
in Ionia county. $ : 


Mr. BELL submitted the following, which was 
considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce'be ditected 


‘to inquire into the expediency-of making. an appropriation 


river: 

Mr. BRADBURY submitted the following res- 
olution, which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: . 


for removing the obstructions to navigation in the Tennessee 


to inquire“Into the expediency of granting a pension to Da- 
vid Linn, a soldier in the late war with Great Britain. 

Mr. PEARCE submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered by unanimous consent, 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library beinstructed 
to inquire into the expediency of providing for the removal 
of the public green- house from its present site, to some more 
suitable Jocation on the public grounds. 


Mr. FELCH submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That one thousand extra copies of the report of 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, transmitted 
to the Senate with the annual message of the President, be 
printed for the use of said Land-Office. 

The resolution was referred to the Committee 
on Printing. 

NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. FELCH gave notice, that he would ask 
leave to introduce a bill to amend an act, for the 
discontinuance of the office of Surveyor-general 
in the several districts, so soon as the surveys 
thereon can be completed; for abolishing land- 
offices, under certain circumstances, and for other 
purposes, approved 12th June, 1840. 

Mr, DODGE, of Iowa, asked and obtained the 
unanimous consent of the Senate, to introduce a 
bill to grant to the city of Burlington, in Iowa, 
the land heretofore reserved between that city and 
the Mississippi river; which was read a first and 
second time by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands. 


THE CENSUS. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, moved that the 
census bill be made the special order of the day 
for Wednesday next at one o’clock. That motion 
ne believed steered clear of all other pending busi- 
ness, and to wait longer for an opportunity to dis- 
pose of this bill, at the close of the debate now 
going on in the Senate, would be about as wise as 
it was for the countryman to sit down on the 
bank until the river should run dry. 

The motion was agreed to. s 

Mr. DAVIS again rose, at a subsequent period 
of the day, and said it had been suggested to 
him by several Senators, that to make that bill 
the special order of the day for Wednesday next 
at one o’clock, would not answer the object he had 
in view. His object was to supersede all other 
special orders, and to have that bill absolutely 
taken up unless the Senate at that time should oth- 
erwise determine. Jf it would not supersede all 
other special orders, he would now move that it be 
made the special order for Wednesday next, at 
half-past 12 o’clock. 

The VICE PRESIDENT suggested that it 
would be necessary to reconsider the vote pre- 
viously taken, by which that bill was made the 
special order for Wednesday next, at one o’clock. 

Mr. DAVIS moved to reconsider that vote. 

Mr. DOUGLAS expressed the bope, that the 
Senator from Massachusetts would not press his 
motion, and that he would name Thursday instead 
of Wednesday. He was desirous of addressing 
the Senate on Wednesday, and he trusted he misht 
be permitted to do so. ï 

Mr. MANGUM said, the preòccupying of 
days for a fortnight in advance was extremely 
objectionable. At least one or two days of the 
present week should be devoted to business, which 
was accumulating upon the table. 

Mr. DAVIS withdrew his motion to reconsider, 
and here the conversation dropped. 


REMOVALS FROM OFFICE. 

Mr. BORLAND reminded the Senate, that some 
weeks ago he offered a resolution, which now lies 
upon the table, and upon which he desired to have 
early action. He had forborne to press it hitherto, 
because there were so many things that claimed 
the attention of the Senate; but he now gave no- 


tice, that he intended to call it up. He said there 
were several days already preoccupied; but at 


Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions he instructed _ 


present, he saw nothing to prevent its considera- 
tion on Friday, and therefore, on that day, he 
would ask the Senate to take it up.and consider it. 


ADMISSION OF CALIFORNIA. 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the special order, namely, the President’s message 
transmitting. the constitution of the State of Cali- 
fornia. Í 

The VICE PRESIDENT announced that, on 
this subject, the gentleman from Hlinois was enti- 
tled to the floor. 

Mr. DOUGLAS rose, and again explained the 
cireumstances under which the Senator from New 
York ‘yielded to him last week, and the causes 
which had operated to prevent the accomplish- 
ment.of his desire to address the Senate. He now 
thought it was due to the Senator from New York, 
who was prepared to proceed, that he should sur- 
render to him the floor, and he would take his 
chance to obtain it again for Wednesday next. 

Mr. SEWARD then proceeded to address the 
Senate, and in the expression of his views, he oc- 
cupied upward of three hours. [A_ report of his 
speech, and of some remarks by Mr. Foore, in 
explanation, will be found in the Appendix.] 

Mr. DOUGLAS obtained the floor. 

Mr. WEBSTER. Will the honorable member 
from Illinois yield me the floor for a single mo- 
ment? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Certainly. 

Mr. WEBSTER. Every citizen of the com- 
munity, Mr. President, may not bave in his pos- 
session a copy of the law. 1 wish,,hereforc, to 
read that section that has been commented on 
here, of the joint resolution for the admission of 
Texas, and, having done that, | Shall add no re- 
marks of my own, for as I owe my privilege of 
addressing you now, to the kindness of the honor- 
able member from Hlinois, 1] will detain the Senate 
from listening to him but a single moment, 

I merely wish this provision, that is contained 
in the joint resolution for admitting Texas, to be 
clearly stated, and to be accurately reported, if the 
reporters shall be able to hear me read it: ; 

“And such States as may be formed out of that portion of 
said territory, lying south of thirty-six degrees and thirty 
minutes of north latitude, commonly Known as the Missouri 
compromise line, shall be admitted into the Onion with or 
without slavery, as the people of each State asking admis- 
sion may desire?— 7 

No consent of Congress, in that respect, being 
necessary. 

Mr. HALE. Will the Senator from Illinois 
allow me a single moment? { propose to take an 
opportunity hereafter, to express my views in re- 
gard to this subject; and I regret tosay, that I 
shall be compelled to differ, in some particulars, 
from the distinguished Senator from Massachu- 
setts. And I now wish, with great respect, to 
propose to him a question. I understood him to 
place the obligation of this Government to receive 
four new States into the Union, to be formed from 
the territory of Texas, on the ground, that it was 
a compact that had been formed with Texas. The 
question that I wish to propose, with great defer- 
ence and respect, is this, and I should be glad if 
the honorable Senator from Massachusetts would 
give an answer to it,asalawyer. Does he believe 
that it was competent, for the two Houses of Con- 
gress, by joint resolution, to enter into a compact 
with a foreign nation? Would such a compact 
be binding? Would it not be unconstitutional and 
void—a usurpation of the treaty-making power, 
which is vested by the Constitution in the Presi- 
dent and two-thirds of this body ? 

Mr. WEBSTER. My answer is, not at all. 
The Constitution has given to Congress the power 
to admit new States without limitation, Thig 
power extends to foreign States, as it was intended 
then to apply to Canada; and there is nothing in 
that law in any degree repugnant to any part of 
the Constitution of the United States. 

Mr. HALE. Iam answered fully, sir. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I desire to address the Sen- 


ate at an early day, and, as I believe that the floor 
is assigned for to-morrow, I move that this sub- 
ject be postponed until Wednesday next, aud 
made the special order for one o’clock on that day. 

Mr. HALE. What is the subject? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Itis the Message 
of the President in relation to California. 

Mr. BERRIEN. I desire simply to correct a 
misstatement of fact that was made by the hono- 
rable Senator from New York, in relation to a 


1860. 


_ question which forms a great portion-of his.argu- 
ment; and it is the proposition. that property. in 
man has never been recognised in. but two in- 
stances to which he has adverted: first.by the treaty 
of which he speaks as having occurred at the com- 
mencement of the tenth century; and next, by the 
clause of the Constitution, to which. he has re- 
ferred. Lotta: 

_ Now, sir, we are unquestionably ander no. ob- 
ligation to respect the stipulations .of a treaty, so 
ancient as- that to. which he has referred, and he 
has manifested to-day, under circumstances very 
well calculated to excite surprise, his: disposition 
to absolve himself. from the obligation imposed by 
the clause in the Constitution. 

But. what L desire to state, in order that it may 
go out with the remarks of the honorable Senator, 
is, that the proposition which he denies, and which 


he says has been only supported in the two in- 
stances which he gave, has been recognized by the | 


judiciary of this Union, and has been, solemnly 
and repeatedly recognized by the treaty-making 
power of the Union. The Senator from New 
York does, or he does not, know, that the proposi- 
tion that slaves are held as property, has been 
solemnly decided by the judiciary of the Union. 
He does or does not — 

Mr. SEWARD. The Senator will excuse me; 
he is laboring under a misapprehension of my re- 
marks. 
which a property in slaves was recognized. I did 
not deny that it had been recognized by the Su- 
preme Court in its adjudications. 

_ Mr. BERRIEN. The honorable Senator will 
not escape from the misrepresentation of fact by 
confining himself to treaties. He does, or does 
not, know, that the treaty between Great Britain 
and the United States expressly recognizes slaves 
as property. He does, or does not, know, that the 
treaty of Ghent, in 1814, did so. recognize them, 
and that the convention entered into in 1818 ac- 
ceded to the proposition. 

Mr. SEWARD. I must beg leave to correct 
the Senator. I did not say there were no treaties 
that recognized the right of property in slaves. I 
said there was no. treaty providing for the extra- 
dition of slaves. 

Mr. BERRIEN. With the Senator’s second 


modification of his proposition, let as see in what |; 


position he stands. The treaty of 1814 recognized 
the obligation on the part of Great Britain to de- 
liver up, or account in fall for, all slaves that they 
had deported, and the convention of 1818 enforced 
the stipulations of that treaty; and, whether the 


slaves were specifically returned, or whether paid || 


for, the obligation of extradition was as expressly 
recognized in the one case as in the other. lt is 
in the recollection of every member in this Senate, 
that the obligation of Great Britain, under the con- 


vention of 1818, to restore the slaves or account for | 


‘them in full, was referred to the Emperor of Rus- 


sia; and the obligation was enforced, "and the 
United States did receive the value. of the slaves | 
that had been so deported. They are in terms | 
recognized vy that treaty—which is the supreme 


law of the land—as slaves, as the property of those 
persons who held them as slaves, and for the de- 
portation of which, Great Britain, under the stip- 


ulations of the treaty of Ghent, was compelled to | 


render pecuniary compensation. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
postpone the subject until Wednesday, 
agreed to. 

Mr. FOOTE. 
announcing to the Senate, hi 
very patient in regard to my proposition for a 
committee, and permitted the matter to be so often 


deferred, I shall, to-morrow, at the earliest mo- | 
ment at which I can get the floor, urge warmly | 
that the committee be raised, for the purpose of | 
taking those questions that are now before us into | 
consideration—not for the purpose of preventing | 


farther discussion upon those questions, but to as- 
certain whether some plan may not be devised for 
their final adjustment. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
‘Torspay, March 12, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, asked the unani- 
mous consent of the House to introduce a-bill, of 


I said I had found but two treaties in | 


and it was | 


I simply rise for the purpose of | 
that, as I have been | 


| for the time being, may hold. 


| by those who never get it, out 


| patronage. 


which, he said, previous notice had. been _given. 
The title of the bill was read as follows: 

ts A -bill to repeal a part of the 6th section of the act ap- 
proved September 15th, 1779, entitled ‘An act to provide for 
the safe-keeping of the acts, records, and seal of the United 
States, aud for other. purposes??? ` 


: Objection was made. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, called for 
the regular order of business. 


- ss PATENT OFFICE REPORT. 

The SPEAKER announced the unfinished busi- 
ness of the morning hour to be the motion, hereto- 
fore made by Mr. McLane, of Maryland, to re- 
consider the vote by which the House had rejected 
the following resolution: 


Resolved, That thirty thousand copies of the mechanical 
portion, and that seventy thousand copies of the agricultural 
portion, of the Patent Office Report be printed. 


Mr. VENABLE, who held the floor when the 
subject was last under consideration, said: 

Mr. Speaker: I regard the subject now before 
the House, as one of great importance. Although 
taken by itself, it may seem of minor consequence, 
yet it involves a principle which must ultimately 
produce serious results. It assumes it to-be the 
duty of Congress to enlighten and instruct the 
country upon subjects not immediately before us 
for legislation—to give direction to the public 
mind, and to form public opinion, in relation to mat- 
ters which are not before us, as Representatives of 
the people—and to make us the propagandists of 
the doctrines which the Commissioner of Patents, 
We are becoming 
a book-making concern of the most expensive sort, 
engaged in issuing books, the merits of which we 
have no opportunity to estimate, and taxing the 
people to an amount far beyond any ordinary cal- 
culation, in order to enable members of Congress 
to send a very expensive, as well as a very ordi- 
nary book, to about one in forty of our constitu- 
ents. The postage on these books, which the 
Government pays, is, as we all know, the most ex- 
pensive mode of transportation; and, although not 
felt by the individual receiving it, is in fact paid 
of the revenues 
derived from general taxation. Indeed, I do not 
see why gentlemen should desire to have this 
It affords a very good opportunity to 
give offence to the multitude who do not receive 
i the books, while a very smail number can be con- 
| ciliated, by the favorable notice of the member who 
| sends them. The peopie can see no reason why 
particular individuals should be selected ` for 
such a distribution, while the larger portion are 
| neglected. 

But, sir, the evil is a growing one. This busi- 
ness of publishing a large edition of the report of 
the Commissioner of Patents, has sprang up within 
la very few years; and now, if the expense of 
printing and binding shall be added to the expense 
of postage, the amount expended annually, and 
now proposed to be expended, cannot fall far short 
of eighty or ninety thousand dollars. The sum 


| is enormous, and the benefit, if any, entirely inad- 


equate to the cost. I ask gentlemen to consider, 


' that we are circulating, at the public expense, 


books not composed of the history of the business 
of this House—not containing the information to 
which our constituents are entitled, as to our trans- 
actions here—but made up of such matters and 
things, true or false, which the Commissioner of 
Patents may choose to select from newspapers, 
agricultural periodicals, tariff tracts, or statistics, 
prepared for special purposes, to sustain certain 
political schemes, A more convenient mode of 
propagating opinions on the tariff, cannot be con- 
ceived. The incumbent, owing his place to the 
Executive, may advocate a revenue tariff, be a 
free-trader, and yet may not have the capacity to 
illustrate the subject and place it fairly before the 
country, which many gentlemen in this hall pos- 
sess, whose speeches and whose statistics would 
be infinitely more valuable than his lucubrations. 
So of the diffusion of opinions in favor of a pro- 
tective system. ‘The Commissioner may do the 
greatest injustice to his subject, for want of infor- 
| mation and talents, and the book mislead all its 
readers. For the acts of this House, all of us can 
be made responsible by our votes, for they may 
be recorded; but for the opinions, statistics, and 
doctrines propagated in this book, we become en- 
| dorsers, because we vote for the publication, and 


| 


lay a tax upon the people for its distribution, how- 
i ever partial or unsatisfactory. i 


-agricultural knowledge. 


_The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. CARTTER] rè- 
ferred. to the value of the information contained 


„in the reports, and the duty of Congress to return 


some of the revenue paid out by the people. west 
of the mountains, in the shape of mechanical and 
I have yet'to learn that 
this is any part of our duty. Information is ‘of 
great value, it is true; but this Government was 
never intended to be the great schoolmaster of the 
people. It was never intended that ‘political or 
moral, méchanical or agricultural opinions, deriving 
color and character from the accidental, arid to us, 
irresponsible, incumbent of the office of Comrhis- 
sioner of Patents, should emanate from this placé, 
under the seal and sanction of Congress, to do 
the work of political emissaries, or to build up par- 

ticular systems. A good book is a very good 

thing, of great value; a well-digested and trath- 

fal record of events, is of inestimable worth; but a 
weak, senselessly-compiled, or incacurate book; isa 
very great nuisance—and it is impossible for us to 
say whether the report we publish is good or bad, 
truthful or incorrect. 

None of us have time or opportunity to examine 
it,and yet because itcan besent without expense to 
the individual who receives it, we vote this patron- 
age to ourselves, without reference to the value or 
importance of the statements which are contained 
in the report. To the gentleman from Ohio, 1 
would say, that Lam, as fully as he can be, de- 
sirous of diffusing information to the people—light 
like that which emanates from the sun, and 
shines upon all. Let him come up with me:and 
take off, or reduce, newspaper postage and letter 
postage—apply this many thousand dollars a 
year spent in printing, and transporting Patent 
Office reports to afew double F F's in the districts, 
while all of the single F's are disregarded and 
passed by without notice. Let him come up and 
take off all newspaper postage from papers within 
forty miles of the place of publication, and thus 
enable our county and provincial newspapers to 
sustain themselves against the competition of the 
city press. lt will enable thousands now to receive 
an agricultural paper, and read it—perhaps the, 
very paper from which much of this report is 
clipped—who would never see this book, and have 
no time to read so large a volume, if they did. 
They would at least choose their own papers, and 
their own means of information, and not have us 
select for them, who have no opportunity of judg- 
ing of the value of either. : 

But, sir, all this is wrong, for another and a 
graver reason; and the commencement of the evil 
is the time to correct it. Nothing is more true, 
than that the people should depend upon’ them- 
selves, and not upon the Government, for their 
education and their individual prosperity.” ; Noth- 
ing more completely divests of'a sense of personal 
independence, than the habit of looking ‘to the 
Government, either for position or for support—for 
light or for instruction. When men have their eyes 
in that direction, they make Government an idol, 
and- Heaven always punishes idolatry by, the sub- 


jugation of the intellect, and the extinction of our 


feelings of independence. The Government, b 
authority, propagates opinions, and gives suc 
information as the Cabinet may think expedient, 
and the people are to take it as an act of gracious 
liberality, by instructing them in their ignorance. 
The country press, upon which the people are de- 
pendant for all conservative opinions, are unable 
to sustain themselves against this government 
competition, for the papers are broken down by 
such formidable opposition. Agricultural peri- 
odicals are prostrated by our action here; for 
an amount of demand for them consuming near- 
ly all the clear profit, is destroyed by ‘this appa- 
rantly gratuitous, but actUally most expensive, 
publication. Let us apply the money now sought 
to be expended in this publication, to the relief of 
newspapers from postage to at least that amount. 
The country press, without some such aid, must 
be prostrated before the cheapness of labor and 
the conveniences of machinery m the cities; and 
we shall be drawn to the city press, with all its 
objectionable accompaniments, and the Patent- 
Office report—speaking the opinions of a party in 
power, on commerce, agriculture, and manufac- 
tures—for light and information. And this, too, 
when the country press could do the work cheaper 
‘and better, if not broken down by the competition 
of this Government, and the burden of postage 
paid by subscribers. 
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Sir, this is an entering-wedge to an agricultural 
department, and perhaps various: other depart- || 
ments, of the same family of the Department of. |i 
the Interior, to increase patronage, and -spread 
money around this Government, that its paralyz- 

-ing influence may be more ruinously extended. - I 
cannot. consent that this Government shall -be- 
come a book-conceri to the injury of private enter- 

tise. . I care. not. whether. the book is good or 

ad; the. objection is insurmountable.. Doubtless 
those who réceivethe books, are pleased with them, 
and- they may contain. much information; but 
there are thousands of books of greater value, 
of which. much more. favorable representations 
could be made, and which have higher claims to 
public confidence, because they have been read 
and.approved, and give out none of the peculiar 
opinions of any party. I have always been op- 

osed to the system of printing and circulating 
backs by Congress, without reference to the opin- 
vions of the Commissioner of Patents or the party in 

ower. I trust, sir, that this. resolution will not 

e reconsidered. 

Mr. JOHN A. KING, rose and said, that he 
was in favor of reconsidering the vote rejecting 
the resolution from. the Committee on Printing. 
He. thought the reasons advanced by the gentle- 
man from Ohio, and from the gentleman from 
New York, conclusive in favor of enlarging the 
number of copies proposed by that resolution to 
be printed. This practice of publishing the Patent 
Office report, has not originated in this House, but 
has arisen out of the loud demand made for it by | 
the people. They want something of a more 

. practical character than our political speeches; 
something which, in its nature, is calculated to 
produce benefit to thé country, and he was dis- 
posed to go for the printing of this report, to the 
number of 100,000 copies. 

This.was a question looking to the farming in- 
terest, of the country, and that of all who 
gaged inthe cultivation of land. This great inter- 
est, which lies at the foundation of every other 
interest, has risen up and grown to the highest de- | 

* gree of importance, and has now come before Con- | 
ress, and presented its claims for legislative action. 
ft is not the time, therefore, to cut down appro- 
riations looking to this object. While the whole 
farming class in his region, and in every other 
renion, of onr country, was moving toward the 
collection of information on the subject of culti- 
vating the scil, jt did not become us to stay our 
hands, and say we will diminish the number of 
these volumes, and arrest the light which is now 
spreading from these reports over the country. 
The farming interest has, heretcfore, not received 
that consideration to which it is entitled at our | 
hands. The interests of manufuctures—the in- 
terests of commerce—have all been attended to, 
but the far more important interests of the farmer— | 
the basis on which every other interest rests—has | 

not been heard here. H 
‘He could state from his own knowledge, that of | 

such vital importance was the agricultural interest 
considered by the Legislature of the State of New | 
York, thata large appropriation had been made | 
for the promotion of that interest, provided an | 
equal sum shall be contributed by private liberality 
through the State. The sum of six thousand dol- 
lars had been appropriated, to be awarded in the 
shape of premiums, for the best specimens of stock, 
agricultural products, utensils, &e. A bill was in 
progress before the New York Legislature, provi- 
ding for the purchase and establishment of an ag- 
ricultaral school, and this bill embraced a large 
appropriation for that object. We have all a deep 
interest in this subject. “The agricultural interest 
calls fora representation on this floor. It is of no 
segtional character. In the free States, and in the 
southern States, it has an equal and irresistible 
claim on our encouragement, involving, as it does, 
the farmer of the one region, and the planter of 
the other. If we are disposed to encourage this 
interest, we ought to give all possible light. Ever 

Patent Office report we circulate, swells the flood 

of light, and the more we circulate these reports, 

the more we evince our regard for this int 
On these gro 3 

vote for a, recónsidera 


H 
i 
i 


tH 


ict 


are en- jf 


of volumes be required to give one to each of said 
libraries, and. thereby bring the information con- 
tained in this report within reach of every citizen 
in that State? oo eee Poet 

Mr. KING replied, that there were now. twelve 
thousand district-schools in the State of New York,, 
and .the-apportionment of a single-copy to these 
schools, would require twelve thousand volumes— 
a demand which the number recommended by the 
resolution would be entirely inadequate tosup- 


ly. 

P Mr. YicLANE, of Maryland, (Mr. Krve yield- 
ing the floor,) expressed a hope, that the gentle- 
man from New York would understand that it was 
one of the objects of his motion to reconsider, to 
make provision for the proper distribution of these 
volumes among these district-libraries.. He had 
no desire to press any motion, embracing a limita- 
tion of the number, but merely looking to the dis- 
tribution. He hoped, therefore, that in any further 
remarks of the geneman from New York, he 
(Mr. McL.) would have the benefit of his aid in 
the recommitment of the resolution, so that it may 
be amended to insure a supply of the report to 
every town-library in the country. 

Mr. KING, resuming, said, he certainly would 
have no objection to the recommitment of the res- 
olation, if the object of such recommitment was 
to increase the number proposed to be printed. 

Mr. McLANE expressed his willingness to that. 

Mr. KING, resuming, stated, that with that 
view, he would be willing that the resolution 
should be recommitted; and he put it to every 
member whether, for the purpose of making the 
diffusion of useful light more general, it was not 
desirable that a large number of the report should 
be printed and distributed ? 

Mr. SAWTELLE rose to express his entire 
concurrence in the remarks which were made by 
his honorable friend from Ohio, [Mr. Cartrer,} 
when this subject was under discussion at a former 
day. He was prepared to give his vote for print- 
ing the largest number of copies of this report. 
Fle had not examined the report, but he’ under- 
stood, that it contained a vast amount of statisti- 
j cal information, relating to the improvement and 
promotion of agricultural science. He was sure, 
that there was no document published by the order 
of Congress, which was sought for with more 
; avidity, by a very large portion of the community, 

than this report, which annually emanates from 
the Commissioner of Patents. If gentlemen would 
turn their attention to the last census, they would 
| find, that four-fifths of our whole people—about 
cighty per cent.—were engaged in the pursuits of 
agriculture, leaving only about twenty per cent. 
engaged in mercantile, manufacturing, and other 
pursuits. If they would also turn to the Journals 
of this House, they would find, that during a long 
series of years, annual and liberal appropriations 
have readily been made for the manufacturing and | 
commercial interests of the country. And with 


| 


these facts before us, and when the great agricul- 
; tural interest claims some liberality at our hands, 
shall we reluctantly deal out a small portion of the 
public money? Will you distribute with a sparing 
hand to those who lay the very foundation of all 
our national wealth and greatness? He would 
ask, who it is, that feeds the thronging, swarm- 
ing multitude in our Jarge cities with daily bread? 
Who sets in motion the thousands of spindles in 
our manufacturing establishments? Who freights 
the barks of commerce, whose sails whiten every 
sea upon the habitable globe? He (Mr. S.) would 
answer, that.it was the hand of the husbandman, 
who, like the leader of Israel, smites the flinty rock, 
and the sweet waters gush forth. He feeds the 
millions, sets the spindles in motion, and sustains 
all our commercial enterprise. He animates, he 
moves, he quickens all. 

it had been charged, that the publication of this 
report was mere gammon. If it was so, he (Mr. 
S.) was willing to take not only his share of this 
reproach, but also the part which belonged to his 
friend from Mississippi, [Mr. Brown.] He would 
ber of this volume which 


vote for the largest num 

might be asked, and his only regret was, that he 
had not the ability to place a copy of it in the |! 
hands of every man with 1i 


trict, and that, too, 


within his Congressional dis- 
; nat, too, without distinction of party. 

With this view of the subject, he would most 
cheerfully give his vote in favor of the motion for 
reconsideration, and he hoped it would receive the 


i 
i 


vote for the printing of the largest number of the 


report. 
Mr. WOODWARD said, he had always been 


| opposed to multiplying copies of the Patent Office 


Report—not because it did not contain some valu- 
able information, nor because of the expense of 
the publication, but because it was not a report, in 
the true sense of the word. The document was 
principally composed of reflections and observa- 
tions, more or less perfect, upon agriculture, geol- 
ogy, botany, zoélogy, and various other things, 
with which many gentlemen in this House were 
as well acquainted as Mr. Ewbank. They did 
not want from him, to publish by order of this 
House, à treatige on abstract science or philosophy. 

In reference to the statements of the report being 
sought for by the people, he said, that any book— 
Ivanhoe, or any other of Scott’s novels would be 
in as great demand, and called for from all parts 
of the country, if published by Congress, and 
| Sent forth gratis. It was not a book of exact sci- 
ence, laying down principles. If such books 
| were to be published by Congress, they might, 
| with better judgment, publish Liebig’s Agricultu- 
ral Chemistry, and standard works of that char- 
acter. He thought the Commissioner of Patents 
should be required to labor to prepare a report of 
things pertaining to his office, and then he (Mr. 
W.) would not object to printing any number of 
copies the House might see fit to order. This re- 
port should be sent toa committee, to determine 
what portions of it were reported, and these only 
should be printed. 

Mr. CASEY. I desire to make a few remarks 
in answer to the objections that have been urged 
against the reconsideration of the vote upon this 
resolution. And I shall vote for it, with an en- 
tively different object in view, than that entertained 
and expressed by the gentleman from Maryland, 
[Mr. McLawe.}] He appears to think that there 
is danger of increasing the patronage of members 
upon this floor, and that it may be exercised for 
improper or unworthy purposes. The gentleman’s 
objection proceeds upon the ground, that gentle- 
men will distribute this document exclusively to 
members of their own political party, and that 
| the other people of the districts, will be debarred 
from any participation in the benefits of this public 
expenditure. What has been the common or gen- 
eral practice among members upon this subject I 
cannot say, but l can speak for my own district, 
which has heen, for the last five years, represented 
by an able gentleman [Hon. James Pollock] who 
occupied a seat on this side of the hall, and you 
will find in that district, sir, this Patent Office Re- 
port in the possession of members of both parties— 
Whigs and Democrats alike have enjoyed there 
the advantage of it. Copies have been sent, Sir, to 
those who, it was believed, would make good use 
| of theni, to the improvement of their farms and 
stock, and the advancement of the great interests 
of agriculture in their vicinity and community, 

Another objection urged is, that it cannot be dis- 
tributed to all, and therefore concludes, that none 
ought to have it. Why, asks the gentleman from 
North Carolina, [Mr. Venanie,} should one man 
have the report in preference to another? Ian- 
swer, there is none in the world, except that it 
would be utterly impracticable to publish and dis- 
tribute so large a number. But, because every 
voter does not receive a copy of this report, it does 
not follow that they derive no advantage from it. 
So far, sir, from this being the case, the very 
opposite is true. Of the information obtained 
through this book—any improvement in farming, 
in raising stock, in selecting or preparing sceds, 
bringing into use improved agricultural imple- 
ments, preparing and selecting manures, or ofany 
of the endless and important improvements sug- 
gested in the different reports from this Patent 
Office—the benefit is not confined to the single 
farmer himself; but the entire community, coun- 
ty, or district, in which he lives, derive advantage. 
Beside, sir, farmers are social people, and one of 
these books, sent into a neighborhood, instead of 
remaining in the house of the person to whom itis 
sent, travels round the entire community, and 
every man who wishes, can see and read it, and 
derive advantage from it. 

Nor do I think the argument, that it is not the 
legitimate business of Congress to make books for 
the people—to undertake public education—has 
any:more force. I do not think that it would do 


i favorable action of the House, for he would then 


any harm to any of our constituents, to have good, 
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solid, practical information, upon. subject inti- 
mately connected with the best interests and pros- 
perity of the country, and that, too, at the expense 
of the Government, which they maintain and sup- 
port. i 
eighty per cent. of your entire population; and f 


Your farming interests “comprise nearly + 


ask you,,what do you expend ‘for their benefit?. 


What do you do:to-support'and encourage these 
interests, besides this yearly pittance for this re- 
port? and of this you wish now to deprive them, 
Sir, we who represent honest, hard-working farm- 
ers, would be recreant to our duty to our constitu- 
ents, if we did not resist earnestly the attempt that 
- is now made to cut off from them this mite, which 
has always been given grudgingly. 
The gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. 
‘Woopwarp] objects, that it is a mere compilation, 


and contains extracts from agricultural journals— | 


that he wants a learned and scientific report. Sir, 
that it embodies a vast amount of plain, solid, 
practical information, is true; and that, in my 
judgment, is its chief merit. Send out learned, 
scientific disquisitions on the subject of agricul- 
tural chemistry, alkalies, and gasses farmers, and 
they will not thank you for them. They would 
not give a sous for a bushel of them. They want 
something which tells them in a plain, straight- 
forward farmer-like way, how they may improve 
their farms, and their cattle, and better their con- 
dition, and those things these reports contain, and 
those, I repeat, are their best features, 


The gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Vey- | 


ABLE} opposes, the printing of this report, be- 
cause, he says, he is in favor of reducing postage, 
and these reports will tend to encumber the mails, 


1 will goas far as that gentleman, or any other upon | 


this floor, to reduce postage. 
that gentleman, that it is a measure loudly called 


I believe, sir, with | 


for by the people and the press. It is necessary, | 


sir, in order that intelligence may be circulated 
freely and fully throughout the country. 
make it, if I could, as free as the light of heaven. 
I am, too, sir, for cheap postage on letters, and 
for the free ‘circulation of newspapers, within 
thirty, forty, or fifty miles of the place where 
they are published, or within the county, or Con- 
gressional district, where they are printed. This 
is a measure of reform that | much desire to see; 
and I am glad to know that we shall have the tal- 
ents and influence of the gentleman from North 
‘Carolina with us on that subject. 


1 would | 


But if we adopt one wholesome measure, it | 


certainly affords no satisfactory reason why we 
should abandon another. If the Post Office De- 
_partment cannot sustain itself, and bear this addi- 
“tional burden, under the proposed reduced rates, 
let Government pay for their transmission. It is 
the people’s money, and if expended for their 
benefit, who has the right to complain? I am, 


therefore, for printing this report, and printing the | 


very largest number named—l hope, sir, not less 

ghan 100,000 of the agricultural report. And for 
my vote on that, as well as for the proper distribu- 
tion of those I shall receive, I will answer to my 
constituents. 

tamaware, sir, that these reports have, perhaps, 
not been as perfect as they might, and would have 
been, if the interests which they seek to promote, 
had been properly cared for by Congress. While 
you vote millions for the army and navy, and ex- 
pend thousands upon thousands every year tor 
a military academy at West Point—make coast- 
surveys for the benefit of commerce—mineralog- 
ical surveys, and publish maps and descriptions 
of them—fit out and send forth exploring expe- 
ditions—(gentlemen don’t feel shocked at all 
this)—yet, when we come to ask that the Govern- 
mentshall exhibit to this large and most deserving 
class of her people, that they are not entirely over- 
looked, g l 
Why, sir, it is but a few days since, that the gentle- 
man from Maryland introduced a resolution, pro- 
viding for the printing of thirty thousand copies 
of the report on Commerce, for the benefit of his 
constituents, and others, who represent large com- 
mercial cities. . 

I voted for it—I did not object to it; yet I 
wish to treat all alike, and all not only fairly, but 
liberally; and for none will I go further. than for 
the interests of the farmer. : 

I will go with gentlemen for the erection of an 

* Agricultural Bureau, to take charge of this great 
interest, and believe it to be demanded at our 


hands, by every principle of justice and fairness, į 


gentlemen startle at the enormous expense, | 


| ment, serve to bring home to the people a full 


‘as. those -who-contribute most to. the. support of 
Government, and whose occupations and. pur- 
suits form the basis of her wealth, her power, 


and her ‘greatness, should have at least one bureau | 


among all her departments, to look after, to guard, 
to promote, and to protect their welfare. I hope, 
therefore, Mr. Speaker, that the vote will be re- 
considered—the number greatly augmented, and 
that we shall have them speedily printed, and for 
distribution among our constituents. 

_ Mr. C. concluded by moving the previous ques- 
tion. 

There was a second, and the main question was 
ordered to be now.taken. 

Mr. VENABLE asked the yeas and nays, which 
were refused. 

The question on the motion to reconsider was 
then taken, and decided in the affirmative, without 
a division. 

So the vote was reconsidered. 

The question then recurred on the adoption of 
the resolution. 

Mr. WENTWORTH called for the reading of 
the resolution, which was again read. 

_ Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, offered the follow- 
ing amendment to the resolution: 


And that the same be distributed by the Commissioner of | 
Patents to such towns, counties, schools, libraries, institu- Í 
tions, and individuals, as may be designated to him by the 
members of this House, cach member designating an equal l 
number, 


Mr. McLANE said that he was not going to |! 


say anything further in relation to the number of 
copies. He had never made any objection to the | 
printing of this document; but before the vote 
was taken, he desired to say a word to the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Casey.) The 
gentleman made some reference (continued Mr. 
McL.) to a commercial document, printed by my 
motion, Ihave to say to him fest, that this docu- 
ment was the annual Report of Commerce and | 
Navigation, the usual motion to print ten thousand 
copies of the same, being made by me as the 
Chairman of the Committee on Commerce; next, ! 
I would have him observe, that the number, fifty 


thousand, which I now propose to print of the |! 


Patent Report, bears a very just relation to the | 
ratio of our agricultural, as compared with the other | 
industrial, classes, more immediately connected 
with commerce—if indeed any class of popula- | 
tion is more intimately connected with commerce 
than the agricultural. I repeat again that my pur- 
pose is not to offer any obstacle to the publica- 
tion of this document; on the contrary, I seek its 
publication to a reasonable extent, and its distri- 
bution in a certain and responsible shape. 

Mr. CASEY, (interposing.) Did not the gen- 
tlemen vote for the distribution of twenty-four 
copies of the Congressional Globe? 

Mr. McLANE. Yes, and I would cheerfully 
vote now to publish these proceedings as reported 
in the Congressional Globe, and in the daily news- 

apers of this city, that the proceedings of this į 

ouse might go to the country with as large a 
circulation as the Senate has provided for their 
proceedings and debates. Such a publication of | 
our proceedings to the people, would, in my judg- 


i 


| that great interest, 


practice that had grown-up.within a few years, of 
printing such large numbers of this: report, a. gross 
abuse.- He -alluded to the magnificent eulogies 
| they had heard upon the agriculture of the country, 
and said no one-on-this floor had spoken against: 
He represented.to a great exe 
tent an agricultural community, and: he considered 
that this report contained as many opinions. likely 
to impose and decéive, rather than to.convey any 
real information, as almost any book of the same 
size which could be printed. He objected. also.to 
| the printing proposed, on account of the documenta 
| loading down the mails, and spoke of .its-unfavor= 
able influence in reference to the abolition of the 
franking privilege. THe stated the fact, that-he had 
received only six weeks since, the copies of the 
Patent Office Report to which, as a member of the 
last Congress, he was entitted, and which had been 
ordered to be- printed two years ago. That report 
(he was understood to say) was made to: the 
House in 1847, and a considerable. portion of it 
was composed of estimates as to the. probable 
amounts of the crops of that year. (Holding a 
copy of that report in his hand) he proceeded to 
refer to other portions, to show thatit was value= 
less, and he expressed himself totally -opposed to 
this whole extravagant system of public printing 
from beginning. to end, and in favor of a return to 
simplicity and economy in this. branch. of the 
public expenditures. : 

Mr. WENTWORTH obtained the floor, and 
yielded to 

Mr. McLANE, who withdrew his amendment, 
in order, he said, that the House might determine 
the number they chose to print, after which, he 
gave notice of his intention to renew the amend- 
ment if he should get the floor. 

Mr. WENTWORTH said he would express 
his views clearly upon this question, by asking the 
Clerk to read an amendment which he proposed. 

It was read as follows: 

Strike from the resolution of the Committee where it oc- 


| curs 20,000 and insert 50, 00, and 70,000 and insert 100,000. 


Mr. W, moved this as an amendment to „the 
resolution, and explained that it proposed: 50,000 


i! ficient number, 
| posed was the proper number to send co their 
| constituents. 
| of the printing would vote to print a number large 


knowledge of the legislation of the country, and į 


tend to elevate the character and influence of this ij mand for the previous question, 


House: it would increase its responsibility to | 


public opinion, and thus increase its usefulness. i 
Mr. McLANE concluded, by demanding the | 


previous question. 
Some conversation followed on points of order, 


in which Messrs. HARRIS of Tenn., WHITE, |; 


DISNEY, RUMSEY, WENTWORTH, and the | 
SPEAKER participated. 
Mr. PECK asked Mr. McLane to withdraw | 
the resolution. . i 

Mr. McLANE did not withdraw. 

Mr. SCHENCK sent to the Clerk’s table the fol- 
lowing amendment, which he asked Mr. McLane 
to accept as a modification of his amendment: 

And that the mode of designating the names of such 
schools, towns, persons, &e., be by the members writing 
such names with bis frauk upon the outside wrappers, of a 
proper proportion of the copies furnished to bim by the 
doorkeeper. 


Mr. McLANE did not accept. 


The question was then taken on the demand for i 


the previous question, and there was no second. 
Mr. E 
the House in opposition to printing a large number 


‘ingly, 
li that was, had there bee 
i House during the session, s 
ll or the Commissioner of Patents, upon the subject 


|| The SPEAKER. The 


| missioner of Patents; for ‘h 


i printing o 


copies of the mechanical and 100,000 of the agri- 
cultural part of the report. 
He said he thought, while the House were order- 


Ling this printing, they might as well order a suf- 


He believed the number he pro- - 
He hoped that gentlemen in favor 


enough, for the same objections existed to printing 

a small number as printing a largenumber, "There 

were certain gentlemen. opposed to the printing, . 
who would not be satisfied with any, number. 

They had cut down thenumber year after year to 

satisfy them. He now thought the House should 

order a sufficient number, and having said this, if 

he thought the House would sustain him, he would 

move the previous question, Tie made that 

motion. ; 

Mr. JONES, (having ascertained from the 
Speaker that the morning hour had expired) 
moved that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

The question recurring upon seconding the de- 


Mr. WOODWARD inquired if it would be in 
order, in the presest state of the question, to move 
to recommit the resolution ? 

The SPEAKER replied, that no motion was 
in order pending the demand for the previous 

uestion. : i 

Mr. JONES said, in order to vote understand» 
he wished to make an inquiry of the Chairs 
n any report made to this, 
from the Patent Office, 


| of agriculture? . 
Chair cannot state what 


made from the Com- 


is the character of the report I 
e has not examined 


| it. 5 

i Mr. JONES.. Is it-within the recollection of 
i the Speaker, that this House has ever ordered the 
f a report before it was received ? 

The SPEAKER. Thisisa question which the 
| House must consider for themselves, and they 
should not be influenced by the opinion of the 


EVANS, of Maryland, briefly addressed | 


of the Patent Office Report. He considered the 


Speaker. 


| "The previous question was seconded. 
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“eo 'The main question was ordered, being first on 
the-amendment of Mr: WENTWORTH. : 

Mr. KAUFMAN asked the yeas and nays; 

which were ordered. f 
The question was then. taken on the amendment 
of- Mr. WENTWORTH, and was decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 113, nays 63; asfollows: 
“¥ BAS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander,Andrews,Ashmun, 
Baker, Bennett, Bingham, Bissell, Booth, Breck, Briggs, 
Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, Joseph 
Cable, J. P. Caldwell, Calvin, Cartter, Casey, Chandler, 
Cleveland, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Coie, Conger,-Conrad, 
Corwin, Crowell, Dimmick, Disney, Dixon, Doty, Dunham, 
Durkee, Edmundson, Fowler, Fuller, Gentry, Gerry, Gil- 
more, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway Ham- 
mond, Hampton, Harlan, Haymond, Hebard, Henry; Hoag- 
jand, Howe, Hunter, William T. Jackson, James L. Johnson, 
Julian, Kerr, Daniel P.. King, George G. King, James G. 
King, John A. King, Preston King, Leffler, Horace Mann, 
Job Mann, Matteson, McDonald, McGaughey, Finis E. 
McLean, McMullen, Moore, Morris, ‘Morton, Nelson, Nes, 
‘Ogle, Olds, Otis, Peck, Powell, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, 
Ross, Rumsey, Sackett, Sawtelle, Secbenck, Schermerborn, 
Schooteraft, Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, Tiaddeus Ste- 
vens, Stetson, Taylor, John B. Thompson, William Thomp- 
son, Thurman, Tuck, Underhill, Van Dyke, Viuton, Wal- 
den,.Waldo, Wentworth, Whittlesey, Wilmot, Wilson, 
Winthrop, Wood, and Young—J13. 

NAYS—Moessrs. Alston, Anderson, Bay, Bocock, Bow- 
lin, Boyd, Burt, E- Carrington Cabell, Clingman, Colecock, 
Deberry, Dunean, Alexander Evans, Ewing, Featherston, 
Gorman, Green, Hail, Hamilton, Haralson, Isham G. Har- 
ris, Hibbard, Hilliard, Holliday, Howard, Hubbard, Joseph 
W. Jackson, Andrew Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La Sére, 
MeCiernand, Robert M. McLane, McQueen, Mc Willie, Mill- 
son, Morehead, Morse, Orr, Outlaw, Parker, Peaslee, 
Phelps, Potter, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Root, Sav- 
age, Shepperd, Stanty, Frederick P. Stanton, R. H. Stanton, 
Alexander H. Stephens, Sweetser, Thomas, James Thomp- 
son, Toombs, Venable, Wallace, Watkins, Weltborn, Wil- 
driek, Williams, and Woodward—63. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. GOTT moved a reconsideration of the vote, 
and moved that that motion be laid upon the table. 

The question having been taken, and decided in 
the affirmative, the motion to reconsider was laid 
on the table. 

The question then recurred on agrecing to the 
resolution reported by the Committee on Printing, 
as amended. 

Mr. KAUFMAN inquired if it was in order to 
move that the House resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER said it would be in order. 

Mr. KAUFMAN made the motion; but at the 
suggestion of a number of members, waived it 

“until the resolution under consideration should 
have been disposed of. 

Mr. ASHE inquired of the Chair, whether a 
motion to lay the resolution on the table, would 
then be in order? 

The SPEAKER said it would. 

Mr. ASHE then made that motion; and the 
question being put thereon, it was decided in the 
negtiave. 

The question was then taken, and the resolu- 
tion, as amended, was adopted. 

Mr. GOTT moved a reconsideration of the vote, 
and that that motion be laid upon the table. 

The question having been taken, and decided in 
the affirmative, the motion to reconsider was laid 
upon the table. : 

Mr. RICHARDSON moved that the House re- 
solve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, 

Mr. BROOKS made an ineffectual attempt to 
call up the message of the President, heretofore 
received, concerning a correspondence between the 
Department of State of the United States and the 
ey Minister, relating to the coastwise trade, 

c. 

Mr. B. submitted that the 
tion of privilege. 

The SPEAKER said, it was a privileged ques- 
tion, not a question of privilege—that the motion 

‘of the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Ricwarpson] 
was also a privileged motion, and had been first 
made. 


question was a ques- 


CALIFORNIA. 


The question having been taken on the motion 
of Mr, Ricwarnson, and decided in the affirma- 
tive, 

The House again resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Boyn in the Chair,) and resumed the consideration 
of the special message of the President of the 
‘United States, relating to California, &c., and on 
the bill, heretofore introduced by Mr. Dory, pro- 
viding for her admission into the Union. 

Mr. GORMAN was entitled. to the floor, and 


H 


| Baldwin, aud 67 others, citizens.of Lafayette county, 


addressed. the. committee during. his hour, in re- 
marks which will be found in the. Appendix. i 
Mr. BUTLER, of Connecticut, then obtained 
the floor, and addressed the committee during his 
hour, in remarks which-will-be found in the Ap- 
pendix. sks . 
-The CHAIRMAN then gave the foor to f 
Mr. DISNEY, who yielded toa motion that the 
committee rise; which, having been agreed to, 
The committee rose, and reported progress, 
And -the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &e. 


“ The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the appro- 
priate committees: 


By Mr. CONGER: The petition of 192 citizens and elec- 
tors, of Cayuga county, New York, praying for the repeal of 
all laws authorizing slavery or the slave-trade, in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and in the eventof their non-repeal, that 
the seat of Government be removed to some more suitable 

lace. 

P By Mr. BEALE: The petition of many of the inhabitants 
of Braxton county, Virginia, for a post-route from Braxton 
court-house to Kanawha court-house, by the way of Bik 
river. 

Also, the petition of sundry persons in Western Virginia, 
praying Congress to establish a system of cheap postage. 

By Mr. ALEXANDER: The remoustrance of William | 
Chase and 109 others, citizens of Little Falls, Herkimer 
county, New York, against the further extension, by act of 
Congress, of the Woodworth patent, so called, for a planing, 
tongucing, and grooving machine, and that the last extension 
by Jaw of said patent, be repealed. 

By Mr. COLE: The petition of S. H. Scales, William 
pray- 
ing for the establishment of a tri-weekly mail-route from 
Galena, via Council Hili, &e., to Mineral Point. 

By Mr. WHITE: The petition of C.W. Treadwell, Enoch 
Sill, and 9 others, citizens of the county of Saratoga, State 
of New Yook, praying a reduction of postage to a unifonn 
rate of two cents per half ounce, on prepaid letters. 

By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of Robert Grierson, 
L. J. Wiek, and 200 eitizens of Youngstown, Mahoning 
county, Ohio, praying that slavery and the slave trade be 
expressly prohibited by act of Congress, in all the territories 
of the United States, 

Also, the petition of 194 citizens of Youngstown, Maho- 
ning county, Ohio, praying the repeal of all laws enacted 
by Congress, by which slavery and the slave-trade are au- 
thorized or sanctioned in the city of Washington or District 
of Columbia ; and that, in the event of their non-repeal, the 
seat of the National Government be removed to some more 
suitable location. 

Also, the petition of 198 citizens of Youngstown, Mahoning 
county, Ohio, praying that no State be hereafter admitted 
into the Union, unless the constitution of such State shall 
expressly prohibit slavery within its limits. 

By Mr. GREEN: The petition of citizens of Boonviile, 
Missouri, praying the reduction of postage to two and a half’ 
cents per half ounce, 

By Mr. RUMSEY: The petition of Elnathan Phelps, an 


invalid pensioner, asking for bounty land. 

Also, the petition of citizeus of Almond 
cheap postage. 

Aiso, the petition of citizens of Alleghany, New York 
for the same purpose, 

Also, Ure petition of citizens of Elmira, Chemung county, 
New York, tor the repeal of the law extending the patent 
for Woodworth’s planing machine. 

By Mr. DURKEE: The petition of the clergymen and 
delegates of the Beloit (Wisconsin) Convention of Presby- 
terians and Congregationalists, asking Congress to establish 
the rates of postage on letters at two cents per half ounce, 
prepaid. 

Also, the petition of H. H. Benson and 51 citizens of 
Geneva, Wiscousin, praying Congress to establish a nni- 
form rate of postage, of two cents per half ounce on prepaid 
letters. 

Also, the petition of Peter Golden and &4 others, citizens 
of Elkhorn, Wisconsin, praying Congress to reduce the 
postage on letters and newspapers. 

Also, the petition of J. B. Jillson and 31 others, of the 
town of Kenosha, praying for the reduction of tetter-postage. 

By Mr. DOTY: The petition of members of the Legis- 
lature of Wisconsin, in relation toa grant of land to im- 
prove the Upper Wisconsin river. 

Also, the petition of S. A. White, H. H. Harrison, and 
others, citizens of Ozankee, Wisconsin, for a reduction of 
postage. 

Also, the petition of C. R. Alton, H. McFarlan, and 74 
others, citizens of Wisconsin, for a mail-route along the 
valley of Neenah river, from Green Bay, by Menasha to 
Fort Winnebago. 

Also, the petition of Josiah Mitchell and others, citizens | 
of Columbia and Sank eannties, for the extension of the 
miail-route from Lowviile to Adams, the county seat of Sank 
county. 

, Also, the petition of Wm, Sylvester and 34 others, pray- 
ing the passage of a preémption law for settlers on the Me- | 
nomonee lands. 

Also, the memorial of the Legisiature of Wisconsin, fora 
grant of land to complete the improvements of Neenah aud 
Wisconsin rivers, aad improve the Upper Wisconsin. 

Also, the memorial of the Senate and Assembly of Wis- 
consin, for a mail-route ({tri-weekly) from Madison, via 
Dane, Prairie du Sac, and Adams, to Winnebago. 

Also, the petition of Timothy Jordan and others, members 
of the Stockbridge tribe of Indians, for a treaty with the 
United States, to enable then to dispose of remaining:lands 
and for other purposes. 7 g 
By Mr. HOLLIDAY: The 


, New York, for 


petition of the heirs of Thomas 


Upshaw, praying for interest 
allowed them. 


on a half-pay claim heretofore 


By Mr. MANN, of Pennsylvania: The petition of Thomas 
Woods and 121 others, citizens of Westmoreland and Alle- 
ghany counties, Pennsylvania, for a post-route from Tucker 
Run, Westmoreland ‘county, via Guffey’s Salt-Works, to 
Elizabethtown, Alleghany county, Pennsylvania, a distance 
of thirteen miles; also, a post-route from West Newton, 
Westmoreland county, via Gaffey’s Salt- Works, to the city 
of Pittsburg, a distance of twenty-four miles. 

By Mr. BOWLIN: The petition of John C; Marsh and 
28 others, citizens of Dunklin county, Missouri, praying the 
establishment of a mail-reute from Chilitecaux, the county 
seat of said county, to Hofnersville, in said county, a dis- 
tance of about twenty miles. 

Also, the petition of John R. Dicks and 190 others, citi- 
zens of St. Louis, praying the reduction of postage on letters 

the uniform rate of two cents, and that they be prepaid. 

By Mr. WILMOT: a petition signed by 90 citizens of 
Bradford county, Pennsylvansa, asking a reduction in the « 
rates of postage. 

By Mr. FEATHERSTON: the petition of P. R. Seeley 
and 100 others, asking Congress to abolish the office of 
chaplain, &c. á 

By Mr. KING, of Massachusetts: the petition of Isaac 
Stebbens and 20 others, of Chelsea, Massachusetts, for 
establishing Chelsea as a port of delivery. 

Also, the petition of Elisha B: Loring and 47 others, of 
Malden, Massachusetts, against a further extension of the 
patent for Woodworth’s Planing Machine. 


Wasuneton, March 11, 1850. 

Messrs. Eprrors: In your Congressional report 
of the speech of the honorable H. W. Hinuiarn, of 
Alabama, printed on the 7th instant, a material 
error occurs in the report as printed, or in the 
copy furnished you. In approving the course of 
the honorable Mr. Sranzy, I stated that Mr. 
Sranxy looked through a different medium from 
that of the honorable gentleman from Alabama; 
whereas, the gentleman reports me as having 
said that Mr. Sranzy looked through the same 
medium as myself. This correction is due to 
Mr. Sranty as well as myself, and I should have 
been much better satisfied had the conversation 
been reported as it occurred. Nothing was said 
in relation to Gott’s resolutions; and I stated that, 
during my whole Congressional term, I had 
never voted against the interests of the South. 

Please insert this in the Congressional Globe, 
and oblige, yours, &c., HUGH WHITE. 


To THE EDITORS or CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


‘House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Turspay, March 12, 1850. 


Messrs. Enirors: In reply to the note of the 
Hon. Hucw Warre, of New York, complaining 
of an incorrect report of his remark addressed to 
me while I was replying to the Hon. Mr. STANLY, 
of North Carolina, | desire to say that he was un- 
derstood by me to use the language ascribed to 
him in my published speeeh. I was remarking 
upon the fact that Mr. Sranzy, in going over the 
whole field of controversy between the North and 
the South, could not discover a single ground of 
complaint on the part of the South. At this mo- 
ment Mr. Ware was understood by me to say, 
“ He sees things through the same medium that I 
do. To which 1 instantly replied, “ Yes, an® 
you have on all occasions voted against the South.” 
Mr. Wutre answered, “No.” lasked, ** Have 
you not uniformly voted for the Wilmot proviso, 
and every measure restrictive of slavery?” Mr, 
Wuire admitted that he had. I then proceeded to 
i say, “ Yes, and yet you and the gentleman from 
North Carolina see things through the same me- 
dium?” This is my recollection of the conversa- 
tion, 

If I had misunderstood the gentleman’s remark, 
| he should have set me right at the time. 1 pro- 
ceeded in my remarks to apply Mr Wurre’s ad- 
mission against Mr. Sranxy, and drew attention to 
the singular fact, that these two gentlemen saw 
things through the same medium. That was the 
occasion to set me right—if I had made an improp- 
er use of Mr. Wuitx’s remark—while | was on 
the floor, proceeding to apply it. It willat once 
be seen, that I could have no object in bringing 
Mr. Winre’s votes to view, but for his statement, 
that Mr. Stanxy and himself saw things through 
the same medium, and it became immediately im- 
portant to show through what medium Mr. W mre 
saw things. This I instantly did, by bringing out 
the fact, that he had uniformly voted against the 
South, by giving his vote in favor of the Wilmot 
proviso; and other measures restrictive of slavery. 

ut for this, | should not have turned out of my 
way to notice Mr. Wuire’s remark. In confirm 
ation of what I have stated, 1 copy. from the 
** Daily Union’’ a report of the conversation allu- 


1850. 


ded to in Mr. Wuire’s note, and: which I-never 
saw until this morning: : 

“Mr. HiLirar rose and said: *-* * That gen- 
tleman [Mr. Sranty] has. sought the ‘occasion, 
when a powerful majority was arrayed against the 
South, to join that majority, and to stand forth as 
its champion. He-could notcomprehend the feel- 
ings of a Representative standing in the position 
occupied by the gentleman from North Carolina. 
That gentleman yesterday’ went over the entire 
field of controversy between the sections of the 
Union, without being able to find a single griev- 
ance justly to be complained of by the South. ` He 
[Mr. Sranry] could not even understand that the 
South had been wronged by the North, in the 
matter of the course of the latter, on the subject 
of fugitive ‘slaves, Such, indeed, had been the 
tenor of: his whole argument.” 

“Mr. Waite here remarked, that he (Mr. 
Sranty] looks through the same medium with 
himself, (Mr. W.) 

“Mr. Hitiiarp, (continuing.) Yes, he looks 
through the same medium with the honorable 
member from New York, [Mr. Wurre,] who 
votes, it will be remembered, consistently, for the 
‘Wilmot proviso, and all kindred propositions.” 

Mr. Wurre’s remark appears to have been un- 
derstood by the accurate Reporter of the “Union”? 
as it was by me. 

T will only add, that the honorable Mr. Toomss 
and the honorable Mr. CaseLL (with whom I fell 
‘in with immediately after the adjournment of the 
House) spoke to me of the successful point which 
Thad made against Mr. Sranxy from Mr. Wurre’s 
statements, that Mr. Staniy saw things through 
the same medium that he did. 

As to Mr. Wuire’s further statement, that he 
had never voted against the interests of the South, 
I have only to say, that he has, so far as I have 
been able to examine the journals, voted uniformly 
in favor of every restriction upon slavery, whether 
in the District of Columbia, or in the territories of 
the United States. He has consistently voted for 
the Wilmot proviso, for Gort’s resolution, and 
for every kindred measure. 

H. W. HILLIARD. 


Wasuineton City, March 11, 1850. 

Mr. Joun C. Rives: 

“Sir: In the Daily Globe, of March 9th, 1850, 
which I received to-day, I find the “ Explanations, 
personal and political,” between Mr. HILLIARD, 
of Alabama, and myself. o 

In the latter part of the report of the explana- 
tions, after | had stated that I had not the least 
jdea, on the day before, to have said anything of- 
fensive to the gentleman from Alabama, the report 

proceeds as follows: ` . 

‘u He (Mr. S.) regretted it all; and was alto- 
gether surprised by the tone and manner of the 
gentleman this morning. He came there, pre- 
pared to beg pardon for his hasty expressions. 
But the gentleman’s speech this morning prevent- 
ed. He hoped, hereafter, when he should have 
acquired control over his temper, in a more appro- 
priate sphere of action, to hear 

+ ¢ Truths divine come mended from his tongue.’ 

«Mr. Ehiuerar said, this was the first occasion 
upon which anything like a tender of the olive- 
branch had been made by the gentleman from 

North Carolina, [Mr. Sraxty.] He (Mr. H.) 
now took occasion to say, that he had not enter- 
tained a single unkind sentiment toward that gen- 
tleman, until he had yesterday made a very gross 
and unprovoked charge upon him, by saying that 
he had desecrated the Scriptures for the worst 
purposes. Let it all pass. The gentleman must, 
of course, settle for himself what his own relations 
with him (Mr. H.) should hereafter be. He had 
only vindicated himself, and ‘exposed the course 
of the gentleman from North Carolina, in proper 
erms. 

: « Mr. Sranzy said, that if the gentleman was 
so disposed, he was willing to forget all that had 
passed, and to understand, not only their speeches, 
but all the gentleman’s threats, ina Parliamentary 
sense only.” f 

I had hoped after the “ tender of the olive- 
branch,” that Mr. H would not desire to strike 
another blow. But I fear I have been mistaken. 

When [read the reportin the Globe, I knew 
there was something wrong. I thought I never 
heard before the last words used by Mr. Hu- 


<= 
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LIARD, viz! “He-had only vindicated 
exposed. the: course of the gentleman from North 
Carolina, in proper terms.’? : 

The following note to Mr. Haliday, the superin- 
tendent of the Globe printing-office, will explain 
how this happens: 

“Mr. Haumay: L understand you are the 
superintendent of the Globe printing-office. I see 
in the Daily Globe of March 9, 1850, in the con- 
cluding remarks of Mr. Hinsiarp, the following 
words: ‘He (Mr. H.) had only vindicated him- 
‘self, and exposed the course of the gentleman 
*from North Carolina, in proper terms.’ 
` s Do me the favor to inform me, in whose hand- 
writing is the manuscript from which those words 
were printed, and when they were inserted. They 
were not in the manuscript, or in the reporter’s 
notes, when they left my hands, Jate Saturday 
afternoon. Respectfully &c., 

x EDWARD STANLY. 
`“ Marcy 11, 1850.” 


“Hon. E. Sranty: in answer to your note, 
I respectfully state, that the words referred to by 
you, were added by Hon..Mr. Hisrraro, after 
the report was received from you, on Saturday 
night, that gentleman having requested the op- 
portunity to revise his own remarks, 

“Very respectfully, 
“ JAMES F. HALIDAY. 

« Manon 11, 1850.” 


These “ explanations’? were made on Thurs- 
day. Two days had passed after “ the tender of 
the olive-branch,’’ before Mr. Hittrarp added to 
the reporter’s notes, without my authority, know- 
ledge, or consent, the words above quoted. Mr. 
H. never used those words in my hearing. If 
he had done so, I think I might have replied in 
harsh terms. I will not, on account of the gentle- 
man’s vocation, deal in any reproachful language 
of this conduct; but I think I havea right to com- 
plain of this interpolation. I do not admit the 
right of any gentleman to take my remarks, when 
I furnish them for the press, and interpolate them, 
as Mr. Hrxiiarp has done in this instance; and I 
understand the Congressional Globe is not published 
for the benefit of any party, or of any favorite in- 
dividuals. I know you have no design to take 
sides with any one in reporting the debates; but 


i surely I have cause to complain that I was not in- 


formed of this unauthorized alteration before the 
remarks were printed. 

I most carefully followed the reporter’s notes, 
and did not alter in the least—not in a letter—any- 
thing Mr. H. said. I have the reporter’s notes 
before. me, and there, instead of saying he had 
t exposed the course of the gentleman from North 
Carolina,” &c., he is correctly reported to have 
said, “ he only endeavored to vindicate himself;”’ 
and after this, was my expression of a ‘ willing- 
ness to forget all that had passed.” 

In Mr. Himtiarp’s remarks, reported by himself, 
he does not treat me as 1 treated him—he reports 
me, and I must say, not fairly. In reporting his 
frequent interruptions—and Í aliowed him every 
opportunity he asked—I took what he said from 
the reporter’s notes; he took what I said from 
his own memory. 

One instance Í must cite, in Mr. HiLLIARD’s re- 
marks: When he was referring to the Conven- 
tion in Philadelphia, which nominated General 
Taylor, there appears the following: 

“ He [Mr. STANLY] says, however, that he was 
not in a Methodist Church in that city. If hehad 
sometimes visited such places, his morals and his 
manners would probably both be better than they 
are to-day. The remark only discloses the in- 
curable proneness of the member to a line of con- 
duct, which must prove far more injurious to him 
than it can possibly be to others.” s 

Now, this seems designed to do me gross 1n- 
justice—it seems. designed to represent me as 
sneering at the Methodist Church. That, it was 
impossible for me to do. For what purpose the 
proceedings of the Philadelphia Convention were 
lugged in the debate, L do not know. What really 
took place, as I stated it in the House immediately 
after his explanation, was this. I said: 

“ But, with as much foundation as he had for 
other charges, the gentleman from Alabama said, 
I was opposed in Philadelphia to General Tay- 
lor’s nomination. i 

“Mr. Huiaro. I withdrew it upon the gen- 
tleman’s own statement. . ; 


himself, and 


“Mr. Srawry.. I give him-eredit fer. with- 
drawing one charge; the proof te contradict him: 
was too near at hand... I hope the gentleman: wall 
aid me in supporting. the peaceful -measaresre- 
commended by the':President. But one word of 
the Philadelphia Convention. -T stated, while -he. 
was speaking just now, that in-Philadelphiat had: 
no intercourse with the gentleman; ‘that I should: 
have looked for him at some Methodist Church: 
‘The gentleman replied, it would have been better 
for my manners.and morals, ‘To this'l answered, 
that if my manners and morals had been improved, 
it would not have been owing either to his preach- 
ing, or to his example.. And what did the rever- 
end gentleman say to this provoked repartee? - He 
said, I could not help ‘certain tendencies,’ and, he’ 
made a downward motion. Now, sir, I confess, 
when I attack the gentleman, I am going in a 
downward direction. I confess, my tendencies 
are to strip,as I have, the wolf of the sheep’s 
clothing. I confess, when one of his calling at- 
tacks another, regardless of all decorum, I have an 
irresistible ‘tendency’ to Mr.. Chairman, E 
will not fọllow a bad example and use harshness 
of language, that I know I shall repent; I will not 
forget the gentleman’s vocation, though- he may. 
But I wish the gentleman to understand, that. this 
restraint is imposed by a feeling of respect ‘for. 
this House, and of regard: for what becomes my: 
own character, and not for what might be de~ 
servedly applied to the gentleman from Alabama, ** 

How different. this is from the report of Mr.. 
Hirirarp! Lonly meant to say, he had better have 
been in a Methodist Church than in the Conven- 
tion. In looking over the notes furnished by the 
reporter, I observe several of the interpolations in 
Mr. Hizutarp’s handwriting; but it is not neces- 
sary to comment on them. : 

I write this note to Mr. Rives to do myself jus- 
tice, and prevent misunderstanding hereafter. I 
suppose, if I had been capable of acting unfairly, 
I could have suppressed all the reporter gave me 
of Mr. Hirurarn’s frequent interruptions—just as 
he did toward me. But if 1 had, I suppose no 
one will contend it gave him the right to amend 
or alter my speech, or interpolate his remarks in 
my speech, to suit his own purposes. 

‘As this, as far as my knowledge extends, is the 
first instance of improper interference of this kind, 
I trast it will be the last. f 

As to the remarks imputed by Mr. HiLLtar to 
Mr. White, of New York, I did not hear what 
that gentleman said. If he is incorrectly reported 
by Mr. izxrarp, as I believe he is, he will correct 
it if he thinks proper. : : 

I must ask the favor.of you to. publish this in. 
the Globe, and oblige yours, respectfully,» | 

‘EDWARD STANLY. 


Wasuineron, March 13, 1850. 

Messrs. Eprrons: It is proper that L should 
reply to the note of Hon. EDWARD STANLY, which 
appeared in this morning’s Globe. | I shall do so 
as briefly as possible. He complains that L have 
exercised the right, which clearly belongs to me, 
of revising my own remarks. They were. pres 
pared by the reporter in connection with those of 
Mr. Sranzy; but this did not make them the less 
my own remarks, nor could it deprive me of the 
right to revise them before they were published. 
Otherwise, they might be put by the reporter into 
the hands of my antagonist in the debate, and be 
subsequently turned over by him to the press, 
in the most mutilated and unsatisfactory state. 
Every member of the House, | suppose, claims 
and exercises the right of giving to his remarks, 
before they are committed to press, the shape 
which will express in the fullest manner: the 
meaning which he designed them to convey. I 
do not Know that the propriety of revising the re- 
port of my late remarks would have occurred to 
me, but for the suggestion of the excellent re- 
porter, Mr Wheeler. ~ Without any request on 
my part, he offered to. submit the report of my 
remarks to me for revision; and, in his own lan- 
guage, “ I promptly accepted the proposal.” 

I insert his answer to a note from me touching 
this point: 


St. CHARLES HOTEL, 
TUESDAY EVENING, Seven o'clock, 
Dear Sir 1 have considered the note which you did. me 
the honor to deliver this evening. T regret the necessity 
which, in your judgment, requires this reference to mysell; 
but do not feel ‘at liberty to decline an explicit answer to 
your inquiries. 
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March 12, 


ee 


Your fisst question is: 44 Will you be good enough to say 
Whether yon téndéred. your notes to me of the ruining re- 
plies to Mr. Stanty’s remarks for revisal, at my request, ot 

Ob??? £ A 
be On Saturday morning. last, you called at my room, to as- 
certain. the time at which the explanations of the previous 
Thursday would be published. ‘Phat point having been 


disposed of, I stated, that if you had any solicitude as to the || 


accuracy,or faimess, with which your portion_of the expia- 
nations, occurring in Mr. STANLY’s rem «rks, had been-given, 
I conceived it.to be.your right to revise that part-of the 
proofsheet whieh embodied it- You promptly accepted the 
proposal, éxpressing the opinio, that it was nothing .more 
than: you were entitled to. But you did- not make the re- 

vest. I sta.ed that, as a matter of course, not, a word-of 
Mr. Sranty’s remarks should be touched; and that; should 
your Own be'so changed or modified’a + to create exceptions 
by him, I should hold myself relieved from all responsibility. 
Edid not “tender you the notes;” nor could I have done 
80, because, two hours hefore that, I had transmitted them 
to Mr. Sraniy, at Williard’s flotel.” Tt is proper to add, 
that, in'yielding this right to you, 1 did no more than I have 
berctofore'done, and.should again do to-morrow, under sim- 
ilar circumstances. 

Fulfilling my engagement with you, 1 gave direction. at 
the: t Globe” office, that if you called to revise the proof of 
your own remarks, every facility should be afforded you. 
Edid not know, until yesterday, that your corrections had 
been made in the manuscript, and uot on the proof-shect. | 
4 do nòt suppose the fact to be material I make allusion 
to it only because the terms of your own inquiry seein to 
invite it. HENRY G. WHEELER. 

Hon. H. W. HILLIARD, of Alabama. 


Acquiescing in the propriety of this, I called at 
the Globe office, and found that Mr. Wheeler had, 
according to his engagement, left instructions to 
have the report of the debate submitted to me, and 
as it had not then been set up, I could see it onl 
aš it had been furnished at the office. 

I made such a revision of my own remarks, and 
put them in such language as seemed to me to ex- 
press most satisfactorily my meaning. I supposed 
that Mr. Stany would also revise the proof of the 
debate before it went to press. The report had 
been previously put into his hands; he had freely 
exercised his right of revision, alteration, and ad- 
dition; and it did not fora moment occur to me, 
that he could object to my doing the same thing. 
I might complain of very harsh interpolations in 
Mr. Sranny’s remarks, by his own hand, but l do 
not. The whole debate was of a character to ex- 
cite us both, and I suppose that neither of us will 
claim an exemption from infirmities. The contro- 
versy must end somewhere, f much prefer to 
withhold remarks which suggest themselves to me, 
than to indulge in any but those which seem to be 


essential to explanation, 
H. W. HILLIARD. 
To the Eprrors or ras Girone. 


IN SENATE. 
Tursvay, March 12, 1850. 
Mr. WEBSTER. I desire to say a word by 


way of correction of a misunderstanding, and an 
accidental error of my own, 
from New Hampshire (Mr. Have] were in his 
place. J wish, in the first place, to say, that I see 
that the report of my observations on Thursday, 


the negotiator of the treaty of 1794. 
knows that that treaty was not negotiated by Mr 
Jefferson. I suppose the mistake may have oc- 
curred by the short-hand note-taker’s having used 
only the initial letter of the name. 

Mr. BALDWIN. You are wrong; the mis- 
take was really yours. 

Mr. WEBSTER. My friend from Connecticut 
says that I am wrong, and that the mistake was 
my own. It was a very gross one, if it was mine. 
Everybody knows that Mr. Jay negotiated that 
treaty. He was Chief Justice of the United States, 
and held that office, notwithstanding that he was 
abroad, several months, in the negotiation of that 
treaty. 

A Senator. You most certainly ascribed this 
treaty to Mr. Jefferson. 

Mr. WEBSTER. It seems, sir, that by a | 
lapsus linguæ I did ascribe the negotiation of ‘the 
treaty of 1794 to Mr. Jefferson. I meant cer- | 
tainly Mr. Jay. Everybody knows that Mr. 
was sent to England, to negotiate a treaty, by 
General Washington, He was nominated Minis- 
ter to England on the 16th of April, 1794, and the 
nomination was confirmed on the 19th of the 
same month. He left this country, 1 believe, in 
the early part of the year 1794; and, what would 
now be considered remarkable, he was Chief 
Justice of the Un 


that office, but h 


Everybody 


Jay | 


eld it all the time of his absence | 


y 


I wish my friend I 
| 


|; Mr. 


H t 
i) Successful, that the 


|| Also, a memorial of William S. 


€ } ief | by him in machines a 
ited States, and did not resign |: 


| abroad, and resigned it some time after he-re- 
turned home. -His successor was appointed -the 
Ist of July, 1795. ee z 

.Wbat E wish particularly, however, to say is, 
in regard to. the question-put to me by my honor- 
able friend from New Hampshire, yesterday, and 
answered by-me. -As the. report appeared this 
morning, Edid not at all-understand the honorable 
member from New Hampshire, as to the question 
which he wished to put. Ile says, as reported: 

& I understood him [that’s myself] to place the obligation 
of this Government to receive four new States into the Union, 
to be formed out of the Territory of Texas, on the ground 
that it was a compact which had been formed. with Texas. 
The ‘question that I wish to propose, with great deference 
and respect, is this: I should be glad if the Lonorable Sen 
tor from Massachusetts would give an auswer to itasa 
lawyer: Do. s he believe that it was competent lor the two 

Houses of Congress, by joint resolution, to enter into a com- 
pact with a foreign nation? Would such a compact be bind- 
t ing? Would itnot be unconstitutional and void—a usurpa- 
| tion of tbe treaty-making power, which is vested by the 
Constitution in the President and two-thirds of this body 2? 
| Tonly wish now, sir, to guard against any mis- 
; take or misapprehension, and for that purpose say, 
that as an original question, I have always enter- 
tained, and often expressed, the opinion, that the 
| formation of new States, or their adoption into the 
| Union, out of territory not belonging to the United 
States, was not in the contemplation of the Consti- 
| tution of the United States, although it had seemed 
| to be so in the contemplation of the States of the 
| old Confederation, at least so far as regarded 
Canada. 
| I wish to say, in the next place, that after the 
i acquisition of Louisiana, { considered this a settled 
question, and have always acted upon it accord- 
ingly. 

1 wish to say, in the third place, that I do sup- 
| pose, and always have supposed, that the appro- 
priate mode of acquiring that territory was, by the 
| exercise of the treaty-making power; and 1 en- 
| joined my friends, so far as 1 had occasion—being 
then out of Congress—to urge, on all nevessary 
| occasions, the exercise of this power, if anything 
| was to be done in the matter. F thought, and 1 
; still think, that it i$ not in the spirit of the Consti- 
tution to carry on correspondence and enter into 
contracts with foreign Powers through the medium 
of legislative acts, reciprocal or mutual. But then, 
that, I have now to say, is not the only way in 
which contracts have been entered into between 
this Government and others—I mean, that such 
contracts or stipulations have been made by legis- 
| lative acts, ‘Phe leading instance is that which 
| was called Mr. McLane’s arrangement, by which 
aconditional act, regulating commerce, was passed 
by the British Parliament; and another condi- 
! tional act, regulating commerce, was also passed by 
i the Congress of the United States; and under the 
| conditions of those two acts, a compact was made 
with England by the force of legislation. All I 
| wish to say at present, however, is to guard 
| against any inference, which might otherwise be 


f || drawn, to the contrary of what 1 now state. 
supposes me to have referred to Mr. Jefferson as || 


i MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 
DICKINSON presented a petition of 
| Thomas Colling, and fifty-four other citizens of 
i the United States, setting forth the advantages 
i of cheap postage in Great Britain, and urging upon 
| Congress the passage of a law reducing the rates 
| of postage to two cents on all prepaid letters, not 
| exceeding half an ounce; which was referred to 
| the Committee on the Post-Office and Post Roads. 
Mr. PRATT presented a petition, very numer- 
| ously signed by citizens of different towns and 
| counties of the State of Maryland, representing 
that the subject of cheap postage has been so 
| widely considered among the people, and its re- 
| sults in Great Britain for ten years have been so 
y earnestly ask Congress to 
grant the same ben 


ounce; which was referr 
| the Post-Office and the Post Roads. 

€ McPherson 
trustee of Lewis North, as 
| French spoliations prior to 1 
erred to the select committee 
| Mr. MASON presented the 
i min Moore, late master-arm 
| States armory at Harper’s Fe 
: sation for his services, 


on the subject. i 
memorial of Benja- | 
orer of the United 
try, asking compen- | 
and for improvements made | 
nd tools used in the manu- 
rearms; which was referred 
Military Affairs. i | 


facture and repair of fi 
to the Committee on 


| efit by establishing a uniform | 
| rate of two cents on all prepaid letters of half an | 
ed to the Committee on 


king indemnity for | 
800; which wag re- |! 


j| were to be secured i 
|| tights, their liberty, 


On motion by Mr. FELCH, 


Ordered, That the report of the. acting Commissioner of 
the General Land-Office of January 1, 1847, in relation to 
damages sustained by the purchasers of ‘certain ‘public 
lands, by reason of the erroneous or false and fraudulent 
surveys thereof, be referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. 

: RESOLUTIONS. 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Corwin, on the 4th instant, was taken up and 
adopted: 

Resolved, The the Committee on Indian Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the justice and propriety of provid- 
ing by law for the payment 10 the Winnebago indians of 
the sum +f twelve thousand dollars, with interest from 
March, 1843, alleged to bave been paid wrongfully to the 
heirs of James McFarlane. 

The following. resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Yuvee on the 4th of February, was taken up and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands in- 
quire into the propriety of providing a compensation to the 
registers aud receivers in the Newnansville and St. Augus- 
line land di-tricts, for their services under the act to provide 
for the armed oceupationof Fiorida. 


COMMITTEE TO PREPARE A COMPROMISE. 
Mr. FOOTE. I hope not to interfere with any 


urgent business which any member of the Senate 
wishes to bring forward this morning, when | state 
that I wish to have some action upon a subject to 
which I have before called the attention of the 
Senate. I feel confident that the motion intro- 
duced some days ago, based on the resolutions of 
the honoroble Senator from Tennessee, can be 
taken up and disposed of in a very few minutes, 
if gentlemen will act with their accustomed cor- 
diality on such occasions. I vish, therefore, to 
renew my motion, heretofore made, and which is 
in writing in the hands of the Clerk. With that 
object, 1 move that the Senate proceed to the con- 
sideration of the resolutions of the honorable Sen- 
ator from Tennessee. 
|| Mr. BALDWIN. I wish to inquire if that 
resolution was not laid upon the table? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It was submitted, 
| and lies on the table under the rule. 
| Mr. BALDWIN. 1 understand the object of 
the motion made by the honorable Senator from 
Mississippi is, to take up these resolutions at this 
time, with a view of moving to refer them to a 
sectional committce, consisting of a certain num- 
ber of members from the North and an equal 
number from the South, for the purpose of ad- 
| justing all the questions which have been agitated 
before the country, and debated inthe Senate, in 
| connection with the proposition which is pending 
here upon the recommendation of the President 
for the admission of California as a State. Jam 
utterly opposed, sir, to taking up these resolutions 
for any such purpose, because they are not, in my 
opinion, topics which can be legitimately connected 
with the proposition submitted by the message of the 
President. What, sir, is the state of that propo- 
sition? The President has submitted to Congress 
|| the Constitution prepared by the people of Cali- 
li fornia, and has recommended Congress to admit 
California as a State. A motion has been made 
already to submit that message, and the considera- 
tion of the constitution accompanying it, to the 
Committee on the Territories, with instructions to 
|| that committee to report a bill in conformity with 
the recommendation of the President for the ad- 
mission of California as a State. That presents, 
in my judgement, a question standing by itself, 
which ought to be considered by itself, and deci- 
ded upon its own merits by the Senate, irrespective 
of the views that may be entertained by Senators 
|| from different sections of the country, in regard to 
i| other matters which have been brought into dis- 
cussion before the Senate. 

Sir, the people of California have come here 
claiming a right—a right secured to them by the 
| treaty with Mexico, by which we acquired a title 
| to this territory. This, sir, is their claim. By 

the stipulation of that treaty, they were entitled to 
| admission into this Union, with all the privileges 
sat the proper time, to 
sand in the mean time 
n the enjoyment of all their 
and their property. 


| of members of this Union 
| be judged of by Congress 


{ 


| -Mr. KING. 1 do not wish to interrupt the hon- 


orable Senator, but the subject-matter of the reso- 
lutions is not under consideration, and it is not in 
order to go into a discussion of the general matters 
connected with the resolutions on a mere question 


palais 
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to take up the resolutions. When the Senate’ de- 
cides to take them up, we shall-have the whole 


matter before us; and f hope -weshall not engage | 


in discussing them till that times. > 

_ Mr. HAMLIN. 1 would inquire if-this matter 

is in order now, and ifan objection to:their consid- 

eration would not cause them to lie over? 
Mr. KING. Not at all. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is of the 
opinion that it is not in order at this time. In the 
mean tie the rules are, that petitions may be pre- 
sented. 

Mr. HAMLIN... Then I object to considering 
them until petitions are presented. 

Mr. KING. [do ‘not know how the Chair can 
decide that it is in order or not, unless some gente- 
men gets up to present petitions or reports. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is not 
making. the objection ; it was put to the Chair. 

Mr. DICKINSON. If I understand it, this 
matter is still on the table, and it is quite clear that 
it cannot be discussed while it is on the table. 

_ The VICE PRESIDENT. The question now 
is, whether the Senate will take it up for considera- 
tion. 

Mr. BALDWIN. I supposed that, as the hon- 
orable Senator had been permitted, by the general 
indulgence of the Senate, to state on a former oc- 
casion, somewhat at large, the reasons which in- 
duced ‘him to make the proposition, it might be 
-within the same rule of indulgence to say some- 
thing in reply. l submit, however. 

Mr. FOOTE. I did not say a word on the 
merits of the question. 

Mr. BALDWIN. He did not to-day; but I 
understood the Senator to speak of this proposi- 
tion, in connection with the whole question before 
the Senate, on a previous occasion. But I acqui- 
esce in the opinion expressed by members. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is, 
as to the propriety of taking it up—nothing else. 

«Mr. BALDWIN. That was the very question 
jl Was coming to. : 

Mr. FOOTE. That is not the question he was 
consiering; he was discussing the merits of a 
general plan of settlement. If he perseveres, I 
shall certainly call him to order. 

Mr. BALDWIN. 1 will state the course of 
my intended remarks. 

Mr. MANGUM. Irise toapoint of order. I 
desire to know whether this matier lies on the 
table by a vote of the Senate, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 

over under the rule. 
“Mr. BALDWIN. The question lies over 
under the rule. A motion is made to take it up, 
for the purpose of moving the reference of these 
resolutions to a sectional committee, who are to 
consider all the questions referred to in these reso- 
lutions-—the question of the admission of Califor- 
nia—tbe question in regard to fugitive slaves— 
every question, in short, which has been brought 
into discussion before the Senate, in connecuon 
with the subject of slavery, and to report upon 
these in the aggregate, Now, sir, lam opposed 
to taking up these resolutions for any such pur- 
pose. l am opposed to taking them up at all 
at this time, when the question of the admission 
of California is presented to us on its own merils, 
upon the recommendation of the President, and 
the proposition of the honorable Senator from 
Missouri, to refer them to a committee, with in- 
structions, has, been the subject of debate from 
day to day. Now, we are called, pending the 
debates upon that question, to admit—what 4, for 
‘one, am unwilling to admit—that this, or any other 
question pending before the Senate or Congress 
of the United States, is to be regarded as a sec- 
tional question, a question not to be decided upon 
the principles of compromise, settled by our fathers 
in the Constitution. 

Mr. FOOTE. Í rise to a point of order. Iin- 
sist that the honorable Senator is out of order. He 
is discussing the general merits of this proposition. 
The simple question before the Senate is, whether 
the resolutions shall be now taken up for consid- 
eration. A member is entitled to state any reasons 
m opposition to taking them up, but to go Into a 
general discussion of the merits of all the propo- 
Sitions connected with the subject of slavery, is 
as grossly unparliamentary as anything which I 
can conceive of. 

Mr. BALDWIN. 
marks at present. 


It does not—it lies 


ĮI will waive any further re- 


“The VICE PRESIDENT. The only question || Mr. HALE. That must-have bean “Hebaus 


is, will. the Senate proceed to the consideration of 
these resolutions? - p 

Mr HALE. I have a reason to suggest, with 
all deference, why the Senate should not now pro- 
ceed to the consideration of. these resolutions; and 
I shall confine myself strictly to it. The honora- 
ble Senator from Mississippi, (Mr. Foors.] the 
other day, when he introduced these resolutions, 
stated, that it was dohe after consultation with, and 
with the concurrence of, ‘ nearly every leading 
member” of the Senate. ‘Well, now, sir, I do not 
know. how many leaders we have got. I do not 
know 

Mr. FOOTE. I did not intend to include 
the honorable Senator from New Hampshire. 
{Laughter.] 

Mr. HALE. Iknow that, I did not suppose 
the honorable Senator did, because | had not been 
conferred with; and perhaps the Senator from 
Mississippi knows enough of me, to know that, 
while 1 do not. pretend to be a leader, I would not 
exactly be among Lhe led. ‘But 1 was going to say, 
that it seems there are some leaders that have not 
been consulted. Now, | want to ask 

Mr. FOOTE. Who are they? 

Mr. HALE.. L don’t know whe they are. You 
said nearly all; evidently, therefore, implying, that 
some of the leaders had not been consulted. 
[Laughter] But what L rise for now is, merely as 
to a question of fact, which has reference to the 
question immediately before the Senate; and 1 
want to inquire if those leading members, that 
have been consulted and have concurred in this 
measure, have also been consulted and have con- 
curred in the appointment. of this committee: be- 
cause a friend has put into my hand a little para- 
graplftaken from the Washington correspondence 
of a distant newspaper, which, reads as follows: 
It is headed “The Committee on Senator Foote’s 
Compromise,” in large capitals—no, | should 
say in small capitals, {Laugiiter.] 

“Vhe following are the names of the committee of thir- 
theen on Mr. boote’s proposition: Mr. Clay, chairman, 
Messrs. Webster, Pheips, Cooper, Cass, Dickinson, 
Dodge, jr, Mason, Soulé, Butler, Mangum, Bell, and 
Berrien.” 

Mr. FOOTE. If the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire will give way for a moment, L will answer 
the question, and save debate, 

Mr. BALE. The question cannot be answered 
till it is all puts when 1 get through the question, 
Lwillgive way. 1 was going to suggest that those 
leaders who had been consulted, had resolved 
themselves into a committee of the whole, for, 
with the exception of the honorable Senator from 
Mississippi—whom we have always looked to as 
a leader, and whom the country has always looked 
to asa leader, with this exception~-almost every. 
body here, that would be calied a leading Senator, 
leading Whig, or leading Democrat 

Mr. FOOTE. My name is not there. 

Mr. HALE. No; 1 know it. Isay that, with 
the exception of the Senator from Mississippi, 
nearly all the leading Senators. are on this com- 
mittee. And now, sir, my question is, whether 
‘the leading Senators” have resolved themselves 
into a committee of the whole? because, if they 
have, there is no necessity for the rest of us doing 
anything. Let them sit 

Mr. FOOTE, Will the honorable 
allow me to say a word, to save debate? 

Mr. HALE. Yes, sir; certainly. 

Mr. FOOTE. 1 stated to him distinctly that 
there had been no general consultation of the kind. 
The names of the gentlemen, just read, certainly 
have been suggested in various quarters. There 
has been no consultation; there has been no gen- 
eral agreement that these shall be the names, 
These names have been suggested certainly, and 


Senator 


would be acceptable to me; but there are other | 


names which may be suggested. ‘Phere has been 
no such compactatall, ‘Lhe honorable gentleman 


raised; they are to be voted upon yet by ballot. 
I ask him, then, if he deems it delicate, liberal, 
and courteous, to introduce a paragraph of this sort 


to embarrass and harass his brother Senators with | 


suggestions so unseemly ? 

Mr. HALE. 1 was not aware that 1 was ha- 
rassing anybody, for Lsaw a smile on the coun- 
tenance of all the leading gentlemen, 1 supposed 


they were gratified rather than harassed. Cer- | 


tainly it was not my intention to harass them. 
- Mr. FOOTE. It soraewhat harassed myself. 


| knows bimself that there has been no committee j 


è 
the honorable Senator from Mississippi was not 
among the-leading thirteen, 557 ue aa 

Mr. FOOTE, (in his seati) Fam weary: of this 
nonsense, -` ee ae 

Mr. HALE. . l was going on: to say, that the 
honorable Senator from Mississippi. tells me that 
this committee has not been regularly acted“upon 
by the Senate. I ‘know’ something: ëlsë;: too; I 
know how all the committees: were: fixed; not in 
this Senate chamber—in this room—but in some of 
the other rooms of the Senate; and they were 
simply anncunced here, and brought ‘into ihis 
body, I suppose, by some of the leading Senators. 
There can be no doubtas to this; and one of these 
leading Senators, whose name is in this list -of 
thirteen, stood up as drill-sergeant, and announced 
to this body what the leaders had determined upon 
at their little informal meeting. Sir, the honorable 
Senator from Mississippi cannot tell me that these 
lule informal meetings do the business of the 
country, and that we only come in here to put it 
in form, and place it on the journal. Sir, k am 
answered; and { think the country is answered. 
The honorable Senator says there ‘has been no 
regular formal meeting. i $ aaa 

Mr. FOOTE. There has been no formal meet- 
ing—nothing like an extended conference—so:far 
as I know. ‘These names have been’ suggested 
among others; but there is no agreement that these 
should be the names. ved 
- Mr. HALE. Thatis the faulud find with it—that 
it has been limited to the leaders, and not extended 
enough. : i 

Mr. FOOTE. The honorable Senator will bear 
with me while I state, that there were no ieaders 
consulted about the names of the committee. I 
certainly did consult with gentlemen of high stand- 
ing, as to the propriety of proposing such a 
committee; but as to the names, the honorable 
Senator must have surely seen that I did not inti- 
mate that leading gentlemen had’ been consulted. 
The honorable Senator is running away ‘with an 
idea which is totally unfounded, and is attempting 
to amuse himself, the Senate, and the country, in 
a manner which is extremely unprofitable to us all. 

Mr. HALE. Lhave got all the information I 
wanted, except that I should like to know who 
“the leaders” are. j 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
taking up these resolutions. 

Mr. HALE and Mr. CHASE called for the 
yeas and nays, and they were ordered, and being 
taken, resulted as follows ; - i 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Berrien, Brad- 
hury, Cass, Clay, Clémens, Davis of Mississippi; Dawson, 
Dickinsou, Dodge of Towa, Downs, Foote, Hunter, Jones, 
King, Mangum, Mason, Morton,, Pratt, Rusk, Sevastian, 
and Sturgeon—~24.. : a 

NAYs—Messrs. Baldwin, ‘Benton, Butler, Calhoun, 
Chase, Clark, Cerwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, 
Dodge of Wisconsin, Peich, Greene, Hale, Hamiin, Puelps, 
Seward, Shields, Smith, Underwood, Upham, Waiker, and 
Yulee—22. 

So the resolutions were taken up for considera- 
tion and read. [The resolutions are. the same as 
published on page 439 of this work.) ; 

Mr. FOOTE. ‘I now move that these resolu- 
tions be referred to a select coramitice.of thirteen, 
to consist of six members from the South and six 
from the North, and one to be by them chosen; 
and that said committee be instructed lo exert 
themselves to mature some scheme of compro- 
mise for the adjustment of all pending questions 
growing out of the institation of slavery, and to 
report by bill or otherwise. 

‘The VICK PRESIDENT. It appears. to the 
Chair, that this motion, in part, is notin order,.in- 
asmuch as the rules prescribe how a; committee 
‘shall be elected. This resolution seems to .con- 
templace that a portion of this commiuee stiai. be 
elected by the Senate, and a portion by the com- 
mittee itself, The Chair will. read: the rule, and 
submit himself. to the guidance of the Senate: 

«In the appointment of the standing committees, the Sen- 
ate will proceed, by. ballot, severally to appoint the chair- 
man of each committee, and then by one ballot the ober 
members necessary të complete the same; and a majority 
of the whole number of votes given shall be necessary to 
the choice of the eliairman of a etanding committee. AML 
other comniittees shall be appointed by bailot, aud a piu- 
rality of votes shall wake a choice”? 

Mr. FOOTE. I will save further trouble on 
that matter, as we all understand the character of 
the committee. I will, therefore, withdraw that 
motion, and will now simply move that this sub- 
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jeet- be referred. to a committee of thirteen, to be 
‘appointed by ballot -—— - > 

The VICE PRESIDENT then stated the ques- 
tion, as modified by Mr. Foorg, 

Mr. BERRIEN, I rise to say that I suppose 
the objection suggested by the Chair does not pre- 
sent the question of order to the consideration of 
the. Senate, -but:the question as to. the adoption of 
the resolution upon its merits. 

The VICE PRESIDENT... The. Chair. begs 
leave.to. state, that the motion appears. to be in 
conflict with the rules. ; 

Mr. BERRIEN. If the resolution be taken up 
for consideration, itis subject to modification. either 
by the mover or by the action of the Senate; in 
such way as to make it conform to.the rule; and 
that reflection, I think, will satisfy the Chair, that 
the objection.is.. not one of order under the rules, 
but one which. may be decided by the Senate. 

Mr. CLAY. I hope the honorable Senator 
from. Mississippi will persevere in his modifica- 
tion, which he has jast suggested; for, really, I 
should, for one, be extremely unwilling, in the 
constitution of a committee, or in any other act of 
‘this body, to give them a sectional aspect of any 
sort. | think, therefore, that the proposition as 
-made by the Senator from Mississippi, in the first 
instance, but which he now: proposes to modify, 
was exceptionable, whether liable to the objection 
named. by the Chair, or not; and f am rather in- 
clined to differ with my friend near me, [Mr. 
‘Berrren,] and to think that it is Hable to the ob- 
jection. While: 1 am up, l beg leave to say a 
word or two; and, first, in regard to the constitu- 
tion of the committee, if this proposition should 

` be adopted as the Senator from Mississippi pro- 
poses. Sir, I had nothing to do with it. I was 
not consulted in relation to any member whatever 
to be placed on that committee. The Senator from 
Mississippi, in that kind and friendly manner in 
which intercourse with him has been generally 
carried on, mentioned tne purpose which he had 
in view in proposing the appointment -of a com- 
mittee of thirteen, in imitation of what was done 
in a most memorable epoch of the country, and 
asked me if | would concur in such a measure. | 
stated to the Senator, what I wish now to state to 
the Senate, that 1 considered an amicable adjust- 
ment of all the questions which unfortunately di- 
vide and agitate this country, as of such great and 
paramount importance, that | will vote for any 
proposition, coming from any quarter, which looks 
to, or proposes sach an adjustment. That is the ob- 
ject which I understand the honorable gentleman 
from Mississippi proposes to accomplish. Iam, I 
must add, at the same time, however, far less san- 
guine than he is, that such a committe will beable to 
present to the Senate a scheme of adjustment and 
arrangement of this unhappy subject, which will 
command the majority ; sull Í would make the ex- 
periment, and I would make experiments day after 
day, and night after night, if necessary, to accom- 
plish the great and patriotic object to which I refer. 
With regard to the formation of the committee, I 
dare say the honorable Senator from Mississippi 
may have consulted with other gentlemen, but I 
certainly was not consulted. With reference to 
the appearance of this subject in the newspapers, 
I think, that upon these grave and important mat- 
ters, we ought not to allow ourselves to be too 
easily and lightly affected by trivial circumstances. 
1 beg leave to state, that upon the other memorable 
occasion to which L have referred, I made out the 
committee of thirteen, and put it into the hands of 
the then Speaker, and he appointed every member 
F proposed, In reference to the second committee, 
the joint committee on the part of the House and 
an appropriate number on the part of the Senate— 
on all sides of the House, members came flocking 
around me, begging that 1 would makea committee 
to be balloted for by the House. 1 accordingly 
turned my attention to the subject, and determined 
on the twenty-three names, and caused them to be 
distributed by the officers throughout the House, 
and eighteen were elected at the first ballot, and 
the other five, who had the highest number, each 
having a plurality, were on my motion elected, 
further balloting being dispensed with. I think 
these little matters in the newspapers—how they 
get there, I do not know—our conversations in s6- 
cial intercourse, about the constitution of a commit- 
tee, our arrangements about the disposition of the 
public business, and especially arrangements about 
the disposition of that great and momentous sub- 


ject which now engages our attention, ought not 
to be caught at, criticised, and: examined, for the 
purpose of injuring the great work which we all 
have at heart, and about which we ought all toco- 
operate. 

Mr. BUTLER. Ido not wish to be misunder- 
stood, so far as regards my course on this subject, 
I neverhave said that I was opposed to such a-com- 
mittee, permanently, nor do rise to say it now, 
or to make any stricturés on the mode of organ- 
izing the committee, as suggested by the honorable 
Senator from Mississippi. . Committees of. all: 
kinds are usually made up in the way which he 
has indicated. But, Mr. President, I have an ob- 
jection to this committee being organized at.this 
time, and I persevere in that objection; for I take 
it that if the committee is now organized as con- 
templated, there must be referred to it the resolu- 
tions of the Senator from Tennessee, and that of 
the Senator from Missouri. 

Mr: FOOTE, Will the honorable Senator bear 
with me while] state, that the resolution is so 
worded that the resolutions of the honorable Sena- 
tor from Tennessee are'alone to be referred to that 
committee. 
to allow the debate to go on upon the other ques- 
tions; and permit me further to say, that if we can 
get a plan for a general adjustment—as | have no 
doubt we can—the debate now in progress on the 
various resolutions; can have further progress on 
the practical plan to be proposed, and cam be much 
more profitably carried on that now. 

Mr. BUTLER, ‘Then I am to understand the 
honorable Senator as only intending to refer. the 
resolutions of the Senator from Tennessee. He 
must see very readily that the other gentlemen 
will move to refer their resolutions to the same 
committee immediately. E will answer for4t, that 
they will severally make such a motion as soon as 
the committee is raised. The Senator from Mis- 
souri will doubtless move to refer his proposition, 
and there can be as little doubt that the Senator 
from New Hampshire will move to refer his Wil- 
mot proviso. The committee will go there with 
instructions, and thus trammelled— 

Mr. FOOTE. While 1 move to refer the res- 
olutions of the honorable Senator from Tennes- 
see, | expressly propose that. this committee shall 
investigate the whole subject, and endeavor to pro- 
pose some plan for the adjustment of the whole 
matter. They will consider the subject in all the 
bearings and aspects which it presents. I cannot 
see any necessity to oppose it. Certainly, if a 
motion were made here to refer the Wilmot pro- 


| 


viso to a committee of compromise, it would be so 
absurd a proposition, that every man of sense 
would vote it down at once. 

Mr. BUTLER. E shall sit down witha single 
remark. Though I am not ultimately opposed to | 
the committee, I would prefer that it should be 
made up after the discussion. ‘That has been my 
view. 1 would not interfere with any suggestion 
of this kind from any opposition to what may be 
supposed a satisfactory, and, I hope, an honorable 
adjustment of this matter; but I must be permit- 
ted to say, that when 1 hear the word compro- 
mise used so often, and see allthe motions of com- 
promise coming from one source—the South—not | 
one proposed from the other portions of this Con- 
federacy, except so far as the very honorable feel- | 
ing which has been indicated by the distinguished 
Senator from Massachusetts—I have’some litte 
fear on the subject, and am afraid that any prop- 
osition, brought in by such a committee, would be 
liable .to. many objections, and might go forth to 
the public rather as a source of irritation than of 
pacification. 

Mr. CASS. I desire to say a few words upon 
this subject; but as the hour for proceeding to the 
order of the day has arrived, and as l am unwill- 
ing to trespass upon the time of the honorable 
Senator from Tennessee, [Mr. Turney,}] I move 
that the further consideration of this subject be 
postponed till half-past twelve o’elock to-morrow. 

The question was then taken on the moti 
postpone, and it was agreed to. 


THE COMPROMISE, 


~ The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the 
special order, being the series of resolutions sub- | 
mitted by Mr. Cray on the 25th of January. i 
Mr. TURNEY, who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the Senate for two hours. {Of his 


I stated distinctly that the object was | 


on to ji 


| dentials of Messrs. Wri 
| been elected Re 


Mr. BADGER next obtained the floor, and 
moved that the further consideration of the subject 
be postponed to Thursday next. 

The motion was agreed. to. 


INDEX OF LAWS AND TREATIES. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
the following communication from the Secretary 
of the Senate: 

i OFFICE or rus SECRETARY or THE SENATE, 
Monpay, March 11, 1850. 

The Secretary of the Senate has the honor tò report, that 
the synoptical index to the laws and treaties of the United 
States, which, by a résolation of the Vth January, 1849, he 
wasiirected to have prepared, has been, completed, and is 
how submitted, Tn executing this work, the former index 
has been verified: and correeted ; the new matter incorpo- 
rated with: the old, and referenees made throughout the 
whole, to the edition of the Ips published by Bioren & 
Duane, with its continuation. to 3d March, 1845; to the edi- 
tion of the statutes at large, published by Little & Brown, 
to the same period, ahd to the pumphiet laws sobsequently 
published under the authority of the Department of State, to 
the end of the last session of Congress. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

: ASBURY DICKINS, 
Secretary of the Senate, 
Hon. MILLARD FILLMORE, 
Vice President U, S. and President Senate. 


Mr. BENTON. | believe that is a work which 
has been done under an order of the Senate, 
passed at the last session, on my motion. It was 
done by Mr. Harris Heap, a gentleman of great 
intelligence and great assiduity. I believe the 
‘former work, which lacks a great deal of being as 
large as this, as there was only an index of a sin- 
gle edition, took about three years to prepare. 
This is a double edition, and is much larger, and 
is double indexed, and aynoptical, and is complete 
throughout, and was made in the short space of 
one year. The printing of it is now the only 
question, Mr. President, and I am unwilling to 
have it printed as a mere document. 1 move that 
it Jie on the table for the present, that we may 
consider upon some way of having it printed uni- 
| form with the principal edition of the laws of the 
| United States of Little & Brown, to which it hag 
areference. In getting it printed, the object will 
be, to have it done insuch a way that the people 
can getit without being supplied by the Senate. 
After the Senate have underiaken to furnish them- 
selves and the other House, let the booksellers 
who have made the editions to the laws, supply the 
rest. For the present, 1 move that it lie on the 
table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

On motion, the Senate then’ proceeded to the 
consideration of Executive business; and, after 
some time spent therein, the doors were reopened, 

And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, March 13, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 
Mr. THOMAS called for the regular order of 


business. 
The SPEAKER announced it to be the call of 
the committees for reports. 


CALIFORNIA, 


Mr. BOYD requested the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee [Mr. Tuomas] to waive his motion for a 
few moments, to enable him (Mr. B.) to ask the 


j unanimous consent of the House for leave to in- 


troduce at this time, with a view to have laid upon 
the table and printed, the memorial of the dele- 
gates of California and the constitution of the 
people of California, together with the credentials 


j of Messrs. Wright and Gilbert, who had been 


elected to represent that State in this House. His 
object, he said, was simply to introduce these 
papers, as he had stated. He hoped no objection 
would be made, and that the memorial be allowed 
to take the course which he had suggested. 

The SPEAKER stated the question, 

Mr. WENTWORTH was understood to m- 
quire, whether the constitution had not already 
gone to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union ? 

Mr. BOYD. I propose to:introduce the cre- 
ght and Gilbert, who have 
presentatives from California, on 
this floor, together with the constitution of Cali- 
fornia, and a memorial signed by all the delegates 
from California, asking that the State may be ad- 
mitted into the Union. 


speech, a report will be found in the Appendix.] 


Mr. ASHMUN presumed, he said, that there 
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could be no possible objection to: the introduction 
of these papers, and their reference to. the Com- 
mittee on the Territories... The constitution of 
California was already before the Committee’ of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, having been 
transmitted with the special message of the Presi- 
dent. of the United States. 2 , 

Mr. BOYD hoped the papers’ might be intro- 
duced, and ordered to be printed. ; 

Mr. WENTWOTH moved a reference to the 
Committee of the Whole on the. state of the 
Union. i ` 

Mr, BURT suggested that these proceedings 
@were irregular and out of order. If it was the in- 
tention of the: gentleman from’ Kentucky [Mr. 
Boyo] simply to make the motion which he had 
indicated, and if it was not the purpose of any 
other member to make any other motion, he (Mr. 
B.) would make no objection; but if it was | 
sought to make any reference whatsoever of the 
papers which the gentleman desired to introduce, 
he (Mr. B.) should certainly object. It would be 
time enough when Califórnia was admitted. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will then put the 
question to the LLouse, in order that it may be un- 
derstood, whether the House will give'its unani- 
mous consent that the papers shall be received, 
laid: upon the table, and. printed, “If unanimous 
consent is given, the disposition Suggested by the 
gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Born] will be 


made. 

Mr, WENTWORTH. I shall object unless | 
the papers go to the Committee of the Whole on | 
the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. Objection then is made. 

Mr. BOYD inquired whether the objection was 
now inorder? The Representatives from Califor- | 
nia (he said) were present, and asked pressingly, 
under a sense of duty to those whom they repre- 
sented, that she might be admitted as a State into 
the Union. : 

Mr. WENTWORTH sai 


ject... J 
3 The SPEAKER. The Chair understands, then, 
that.there’ is no objection. > 

Mr. PRESTON KING was understood to sug- |; 
gest, thatthe first question to be decided, was upon 
the introduction of the papers. It would then be |} 
for the House to dispose of them in such manner as 
it might: think proper. i 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state, for the 
information of the House, that as thése papers were |; 
introduced by. unanimous consent, the direction to 
be given to them must be fixed before their intro- 
duction; and the consent is given by the House, 
with the understanding, that a certain disposition 
of them should be made; otherwise gentlemen 
might rise and: object to the reception. ‘Phe Chair 
makes this statement, because the geritleman from 
South Carolina {Mr. Burt] had stated, that unless 
this paper should be simply received, and dis- 
posed of, in the manner suggested be the gen- 
Ueman from Kentucky, he (Mr. Burr] should 
object to their introduction. 

Mr, PRESTON KING hoped the papers would | 
be received by the House. : 

Mr. ALSTON said, he understood that the con- 
stitution of California was already before the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Such being the case, it would be time enough to 
listen to the memorial of the delegates, after the 
admission of California inio the Union was de- 
cided upon. He saw no necessity for the reception 
of the papers, and he should therefore object. 

So objection having been made, the papers were 
not received. 

The SPEAKER again announced the regular 
order of business. ; 

Mr. BUEL asked leave to withdraw certain |; 

apers from the files of the House. 

Objection was made. 

REPORTS. 

The SPEAKER. then proceeded to call the | 
committees. for reports, commencing with the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. il 


; j! 
Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committee on Roads | 
and Canals, reported a bil 


l 
Lto set apart, and to sell ji 
to Asa Whitney, of the State of New York, a 1 
portion of the public lands, to enable him to con- |! 
struct a railroad from Lake Michigan, or the Mis- || 
sissippi river, to the Pacific ocean; which was || 
read twice by its tite and referred to the Com- i 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, |! 


dhe would not ob- 


and, with the report accompanying, ordered tobe 
printed. : TEN 

Mr. Resubmitted a motion, that the Committee 
on. Printing inquire’ into the propriety of printing 
anextra number of the billand report; which was 
agreed to. i ae 

Mr. PUTNAM, from the Committee on Roads 
and. Canals, reported a. bill for the construction of 
certain roads in the Territory of Minnesotay which 
was read twice by its title, referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and, with the report accompanying, ordered to be 
printed. ; 

DEBATE ON CALIFORNIA, 


Mr. PRESTON KING roseand moved, that all | 
debate on the special message of the President of | 
the United States, relating to Califorma, and on 
the bill heretofore introduced by the gentleman 
from Wisconsin, [Mr. Dory,] providing for her 
admission into the Union as a State, should ter- 
minate on Wednesday next, at two o’clock. 

Mr. K. said it was not his intention to press 
the resolution at this time. He had made the 
motion merely for the purpose of giving notice 
that he should call it up at some early day, in 
order that a time might be specified at which the 
debate should terminate. Ele moved to lay the 
resolution.on the table. 

Mr. KAUFMAN said he had not yet seen the | 
resolution. He asked that it might be read. | 

Mr. KING.said.he moved the usual resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The resoluuon will be re- 
ported in writing, . 

‘fhe motion was put; in the form of the usual 
resolution. 

Mr. TAYLOR rose to inquire, whether it was | 
in order to move to introduce such a resolution, 

The SPEAKER. Itis a privileged resolution, 
and, as such, can be introduced at any time. 

‘The resolution was read. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, said he desired 
to move —— 

Mr. KING said he desired to move to lay the 
resolution on the table. His object, as he had 
stated, was, thata decision should be made at some 
early day. 

‘Whe SPEAKER stated the motion to be, to lay 
the resolution on the table. 

Mr. McLANE inquired, whether that was not 
a final disposition of the resolution? 

The SPEAKER said it was; but the resolu- 
tion was one of privilege, and could be taken up 
at any time. X 

Mr. KING said he believed discussion was not 
in order. 

Mr. BURT, (to the Speaker.) Does the mover 
of the resolution move that it be laid on the table? 

The SPEAKER assented. | 

Mr. BURT said he was very strongly disposed 
to raise a question of reception, {t was very ex- 
traordinary that both motions had been made by 
the gentleman fom New York, [Mr. Kina. ] 

The SPEAKER. Debate is notin order. The 
resolution is in order, and so is the motion to lay 
the resolution on the table. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Kine, and decided in the affirmative. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

The call for reports continued ; when 

Mr. LEFFLER, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported the following bills; which were || 
severally read twice by their tiles, and referred to | 
the Committee of the Whole House, and, with | 
the reports accompanying, ordered to be printed, 


viz: 
A bill for the relief of Anthony Walton Bayard; | 


and 
A bill for the relief of Joseph Johnson. 


Mr. AVERETT, from the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions, reported the following bills; which 


| were severally read twice by their titles, referred to 


the Committee of the Whole House, and, with the 
reports accompanying, ordered to be printed, viz: 
‘A bill for the relief of John M. Roseberry; 
‘A bill for the relief of George Keller, of Mis- 
souri; and 
A bill for t 
Virginia. 
Mr. WALDEN, from the same committee; re- 
ported the following bills; which were severally | 
read twice by their titles, referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole, and, with the reports aecompa- 
nying, ordered to be printed, viz: 


l 
| 
i 


he relief of Thomas R. Saunders, of | 


i 
i 
| 
i 
i 


A bill for the relief of: Henry Click, of Cocke 
county, Tennessee; and oie, a a argh 

A. bill forthe relief. of Thomas Coats. <.. 

Mr. MATTESON, fromthe same’ committe; 
reported the following bills; which. were severally 
read twice pa their utles; referred to the Commit- 
tee òf. the Whole House, and, with the reports 
accompanying, ordered to be printed, viz: Be 

A. bill for the relief of Parmelia Slavin, the 
widow of John Blue; deceased; and o: = 

A bill for the relief of Warren Raymond. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, from. the same 
committee, reported the following bills; which 
were severally read twice by their titles, referred 
to the Committee of the Whole, and, with the 
bills accompanying, ordered to be-printed, viz: 

A bill for the relief of William Sparks; and 

A bill for the relief of George S. Claflin. 


Mr WALDEN, from. the Committee on. Pa- 
tents, reported a bill to extend the patent hereto- 
fore granted to William Woodworth; which. was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the'Com- 
mittee of the Whole. House, and, with the report 
accompanying, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. OTIS, from thé same committee, submitted: + 
the views of thie minority of that committee onthe 
memorial of the administrator of William. Wood- 
worth; which was referred to thesame Committee 
of the Whole House, to which the bill above -waa 
referred, and ordered to bë printed. area 

Mr. HAYMOND asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to present:a remonstrance from the 
citizens of Wheeling, Virginia, against the exten- 
sioh of the patent four Woodworth’s planing ma- 
chine. 

Objection was made, and the remonstrance was 
not introduced. , 

Mr. WALDEN, from the Committee on Pa- 
tents, reported a bill for the relief of George Ss. 
Bishop, and the legal representatives of John Ar- 
nold, deceased; which was read twice by its title, 
rélerred to the Committee of the, Whole House, 
and, with the report, ordered to be printed 

On motion of Mr. HAMILTON, the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions was discharged’ from the 
farther consideration of the memorial of Ursula 
E. Cobb, for a continuance of pension, and it waa 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee òn Claims, 
reported the following bill, which was read twice 
by its title, referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House, and, with the report: accompanying, or- 
dered to be printed, viz: : 

A bill for the relief of Polly Carver, the execu» 
trix of Nathan Carver, deceased. £ 

Mr. THOMAS, from the same Committee, 
made adverse reports in the following cases; which 
were séverally ordered’ to lie on the table arid- bè 
printed, viz: See 

The petition of Hubert Lacroix, praying ins 
demnity for loss of property in Monroe, Michi- 
gan, while said place was in the ossession of the 
American army in the late war with Great Britain; 

‘The memorial of John P. Converse, for allow- 


|| ance of expenses while acting as special agent of 


the Post Office Department, in settling certain toll- 
bridge claims; 

The petition of John Jardine, the administrator 
and heir-at-law of William Jardine, late a seaman 
in ‘the United States navy, for wages due by the 
United States to the deceased, who was his son; 

The memorial of Nimrod Farrow and Richard 
Harris, praying the payment of a balance, and for 
losses on a contract for the construction of a fort 
on Dauphin Island; r 

The petition of Henry T. Pairo, the adminis» 
trator of John Laub, deceased, late- chief clerk 
| of the First Comptroller’s office, for compensation 
for extra services while in said office; and ~ 

The petition of lra Carpenter, for losses of prop- 
| erty, taken by the troops of the United States, in 
1812 and 1813. : 

Mr. THOMAS, from the same committee, re» 
ported a bill for ihe.reliof of Watson, Chabot & 
Co.; which was read twice by its title, with a 
view to its reference. 

Mr. THOMAS moved that the bill be now put 
upon its: passage. . ; 

Me. T. saida few words in explanation of the 
| bill, and- sent to the Clerk’s table a leuer from 
the State Department oa the subject; which was 


read. 
‘Mr. BURT moved thatthe bill be committed to 


| 
| 
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the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 

Union. This practice of asking, (said Mr. B.,) that 

bills be put-upon their passage immediately upon | 
their being reported from the committee, was calcu- | 
lated to-interfere with all other claims equally just, 

and many of which had a prior right-to considera- 

tion. > He did not intend to say that this. was not a 

just claim ; but it was not more just than five hun- 

died others coming before the House. He objected 

to this course. of proceeding—to this monopoly of 
the: morning hour, and hindrance of: all. other 

claims, equally just; and he should insist on his 
motion, 

The question having been taken on that motion, 
and decided in the affirmative, 

The bill was referred to the Committee of the” 
Whole on the state-of the Union. 

Mr. McLEAN, of Kentucky, from the Com- 
mittee on Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
John Poe; of Louisville, Kentucky, which was 
read twice, referred to the Committee of the 
whole House, and, with the report accompanying, 
ordered to be printed. 


Mr. McL., from the same committee, reported | 


. the following resolution, viz: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the, House pay out of the | 


contingent fand, to Jolin W. Nye, the sum of five hundred 
and twenty-live dotkurs, on his exetuting a release under 
his hand and seal, to the United States, imsuch form as stall 
be approved by the said Clerk, of all claims against the 
United States, or the postmaster of the House, in respect 
to the several mauers set forth iahis petition ‘and papers 
referred to the Committee onthe Judiciary of tie House, 


(ind subsequently to the. Committee on Claims) or referred |! 


twin the papers, or by the witnesses, Whose testimony Was 
before the committee; which release shall by the Clerk be 
preserved among the files of bis office. 

Mr. JONES said. this matter had been dis- 
posed of once already this session; and he would 
move to dispose of this the same way, by moving 
to lay it on the table. ; 

Mr. McLEAN said he only desired that the 
resolution should be referred to the Committee of 
the Whole, and be printed. He hoped it would 
not be lud on the table, 

Mr. JONES called for the yeas and nays, on 
the motion to lay on the table; but they were not 
ordered. , 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
lay on the table, and decided in the negative. 

The resolution was then referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, and ordered to be 
printed, by a vote of 77 ayes. lo 52 noes. 


Mr. NELSON, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief Captain Wilham Duer- 
son; which was read twice by its tite, referred to 
the Committee of the Whole Llouse, and, with the 
report accompanying, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DUNHAM, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported the following bilis; which were 
severally read twice by their utles, referred to the 
Cominittee of the Whole House, and, with the re- 
ports accompanying, ordercd to be printed, viz: 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of George B. 
Reed, deceased; and 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Bernard Todd, 
deceased, 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, from the Com- | 
mittee on Commerce, reported the following bills; 
which were severally ead twice by their titles, 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House, | 
and, with the reports accompanying, ordered to be 
printed, viz: ` 

A bill for the relief Edward Dexter; and 

A bill for the relief of Adolphus Meier & Co. 

Mr, MeLANE, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the erection of a custom-house, 
in the city of Cincinnati; which was twice read. by 
its title, referred to the Committee of the Whole 


on the state of the Union, and, with the report ac- |! 


companying, ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. McLANE, the Committee 
on Commerce was discharged from the further 
consideration of the memorial of Andrew J. Clif- 


ton, asking compensation as salvage for public || 


property wrecked at Tampico; and it was referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

On motion by Mr. McLANE, the same com- | 
mittee was discharged from the memorial of James 
B. Moore and others, asking the aid of the Gov- 


ernment, to establish a line of steamers from Cal- | 


ifornia to the East Indies; and it was referred to | 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


on Commerce was discharged from the further 


Hf 


On motion by Mr. McLANE, the Committee || 


consideration of the following subjects; and they 
were ordered to lie on the table, viz: 7 
~The memorial of certain citizens-of New York, 
praying for the passage of a law, regulating the 
compensation of the navy-agent at New York. 

The memorial asking for the establishment of a 
custom-house, at Gloucester; , 

The memorial asking for the establishm 
port of entry, at Aransas, Texas; and 

The communication of the Secretary of. the 
Treasury, in. regard to the survey of the coast of | 
California, and covering information from honor- 
able Mr. Gwinn, Senator elect from California; 
which was ordered to lie on the table and be 
printed. 

On motion by Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of thè 
Union was discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the bill to admit, free of duty,. into the 
United States, the goods the production or growth 
of Canada, on condition that the like articles, the 
growth or production of the United States, shall 

| be admitted into Canada free of duty; and the 
| said Lill was recommitted to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, from the Com- 


ent of a 


new collection district in the territory of Minnesota, 
and for other purposes; which was read twice by 
its title, with a view to its commitment. 

Mr. McL. said he had been instructed by the 
Committee on Commerce to ask that this bill be 
immediately put upon its passage. 

‘The bill was then read through; when 

On motion by Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, it 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr, POTTER, from the Committee on the Post- 
Office and: Post Roads, made adverse reports on 
the following cases; which were ordered to lie on 
the table; viz: 

The memorial of J. M. Gardner, for compensa- 
tion for services as clerk in the city post-office of 
Washington; and 

The petition of H. Hobb, late postmaster at 
Jackson, Mississippi, asking compensation for 
house rent, &e. 

Mr. P. also, from the samé committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of John Deamil; which was read 
twice by its tile, referred to the Committee of the 
Whole, and, with the report accompanying, or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. P. also, fiom the same committee, reported 
a resolution, which was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be directed to 
rucclitse of Nelson Griswold, for the use of the Goumnittee 
| ou the Poste thee and Post Roads, the following maps, viz: 
i We map of the World, une of tie United States of Aimer- 
iva, One Copy of Mitchell's Universal Atlas or Book of the 
World, aud index w the Atlas, notto cost more tban thirty- 
nine dollars. 


Mr. HAYMOND moved to strike out Nelson 
Griswold, so as to leave the discretion with the 


shall be made. . 
Mr. POTTER said he had no objection; for 
the only reason why the name of the individual 


ji had been inserted in the resolution was, to direct 


the Clerk to what the committee really wanted 
the committee having inspected the articles pre- 
sented for sale by the individual named. 

The proposed amendment was disagreed to, and 
the resolution was then adopted. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on the 
Post-Office and Post Roads, made an adverse re- 
port on the petition of William Baker, asking for 
compensation for mail service; which was ordered 
to Jie on the table. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, from the 
Committee on the Judiciary, to which had been 
referred the memorial of Harriet Pierce, reported 
a bill for the relief of the legal representatives of | 
Benjamin Fry, deceased; which was twice read b 
its tile, referred to the Committee of the Whole 
| and, with the report accompanying, ordered to b 


? 
è 


l 


| printed. 

On motion by Mr. THOMPSON, the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary was discharged from the 
consideration of the memorial of John Harper, re- 
monstrating against the occupation ofa land claim 
by the agents of the United States; and it was | 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. THOMPSON, from the Committee on the | 
Judiciary, made adverse reports on the following | 


i 
t 
l 
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mitiee on Commerce, reported a bili to establish a | 


Clerk as to the individual from whom the purchases | 


cases; which were ordered to lie on the table, and 
be printed, viz: 

Nomerous memorials, asking for the abolition 
of the office of chaplain in the army and navy 
of the United States; and ; 

The petition of Nathaniel White, in regard to 
the payment of an award due him, for information 
which led to the conviction of certain counter- 
feiters. 


TEXAS. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, from the 
Committee on the Judiciary, reported a bill of the 
following title: ‘A bill to establish an additional, 
district court of the United States, in the eastern 
portion of Texas.” 

The bill having been read twice by its title, 

Mr. THOMPSON said he was instructed to 
ask, that the bill should now be put upon its pas- 
sage. 

The bill was then read through. 

Mr. THOMPSON said there was a great and 
paramount necessity for the passage of the bill. 
There was only one court, and one judge, in the 
extensive territory of Texas; and there was no 
| territory in which there wete so many controver- 
sies in regard to land titles. He could see no ob- 
| jection whatever to its immediate passage, as there 
was no new principle involved. ‘The bill, in fact, 
for the sake of convenience to the people of Texas, 
| merely made two districts, where one now existed. 

Mr. McCLERNAND briefly objected to put- 
ting the bill on its passage at this time, and moved 
its reference to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. He stated two objections 
to hasty and inconsiderate action upon it. In the 
| first place, the bill involved an appropriation, by 
' reason of the additional offices to be created under 
it; and, secondly, he did not know, and could not, 
| without examination, decide, what the effect of the 
bill, if any, might be, on the disputed question of 
boundary. 
` Mr. SACKETT expressed himself opposed to 
the bill entirely, but especially opposed to it 
being put upon its passage without due considera- 
tion by the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. Besides, the objection as to bound- 
ary, which the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 
McCrernanp] had suggested, he (Mr. 8.) argued, 
that the House had not the information before it 
which would justify this hasty action. 

Mr. STEVENS expressed ‘a hope that the bill 
would be at once put on its passage. There could 
be no reason for referring it to the Committee of 
i the Whole for examination. lt merely provides 
for a division of the jurisdiction of the country; it 
| does not, in any way, affect the question of bound- 
| ary. The gentleman from Ilinois (Mr. McCisr- 
NAND] had said, that the bill involves an appro- 
priauon of money, and therefore must go into 
Committee of the, Whole, under the rules of the 
House. (Mr. Srevens here read the rale.] This 
bill does not come within the class of bills which 
the rule requires to be committed. The wants of 
Texas call for the passage of this bill. ‘There is 
now buta single judicial district in all the vast ter- 
rilory embraced within the jurisdiction of Texas. 

Mr. HOWARD said, he presumed the gentle- 
| man over the way [Mr. Sacxerr] would not 
have assumed that the judicial business in Texas 
did not require an additional district court, if he 
had been acquainted with the facts as they exist. 
There is no doubt, that the present litigation in the 
United States court, in Texas, is too great for 
one court or one judge to transact, That court is 
in session eight or nine months in the year, and is, 


j 


| 
| 
| 
l 


|| notwithstanding, unable to get through with the 
|| business. Thereisa large accumulation of busi- 


i 


ness on the docket, and it is still increasing. To 
| say nothing of the ordinary business of the court, 
| there is a great number of suits on the docket, in- 
| volving the title to real esiate, and that species of 
; business is still increasing, and such is the condi- 
: tion of land tides in Texas, that that species of 
l litigation must continue to increase for years to 


‘ 
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; come, To refuse an another court, is a practical 


| denial of justice to the people of Texas, scattered, as 
| they are, over an immense territory. The present 
bill proposes, not only to create an additional 
| court, but provides, that the court in the western 
| district shall be held at different places, for the 
| accommodation of parties, jurors, witnesses, and 
| others. It deciares that the court shall be held at 
| Galveston, Austin, Victoria, and Brownsville. 
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This distribution of the business will, in a great 
degree, relieve the people and suitors of a very 


onerous burden in attending court, and will expe- | 


dite and hasten the decision of causes. The as- 
sumption of the gentleman, that the present bill 
is not needed, is gratuitous, and unauthorized by 
the condition of affairs in Texas. 

Sir, I must be allowed to express my astonish- 
ment, that the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 


McCrernanp] should oppose present action upon ` 


this bill, on the ground that it involvesa question of 
boundary. I did not anticipate such an objection 
from such a quarter. It does not become one of the 
friends of the late Administration, who went to 
war with Mexico, to defend the title of Texas to the 
country to the Rio Grande, to urge such an ob- 
jection to the bill. Such an argument would come 
more gracefully from the other side of the House, 
and from those not thus committed. But the ob- 
jection is futile, proceed from whence it may. The 
pill has nothing to do with the subject of the 
boundary of Texas. It does not change, or en- 
large, the present jurisdiction of the Federal court 
of Texas, as to the territorial extent of its juris- 
diction. The law creating the present court ex- 
tended its jurisdiction over the whole of Texas, 
and this bill does no more. It defines no boundary 
for the State. The act-of Congress of December, 
1845, creating the present court, declares, ‘that 
“the said State of Texas shall constitute one judi- 
‘cial district,” under which that court has taken 
forisdiction of many causes arising on the Rio 
Grande: the same law creating the court declares, 
‘ that all the laws of the United States are hereby 
* declared to extend over, and to have full and free 
* effect within the State of ‘Texas, admitted at the 
£ present session of Congress, into the confederacy 
“and union of the United States.” The present 
bill goes no further. It is well known that Texas 
has been in the undisturbed jurisdiction of this 
country for a long time, and she has actually held 
courts at Brownsville, for several years. 

At Brownsville, an annual session of the United 
States district court is very necessary, almost in- 
dispensable to the business of the country. There 
is a large population and a heavy trade at that 
place, and in its vicinity. A large portion of the 
titles are in litigation, and must- pass through the 
Federal court. This population is isolated in a 
great degree from the rest of the State, and is dis- 
tant three or four hundred miles from Galveston, 
where the court is now held. They ought not to 
be subjected to the expense of this travel, and the 
delay of a crowded docket. The middle and east- 


ern sections of the State labor under similar diffi- ; 


culties and burdens. 

Sir, | must be allowed to say, that it isnota little 
extraordinary, that since the annexation, the delo» 
gation from Texas have never been able to propose 
any measure for her relief or benefit, but some per- 
son has made it the pretext of dragging in this 
question of disputed boundary. Not a billfor a 
mail-route in that State, however necessary or un- 
important, can be introduced, but that itis made 
the fruitful topic of discussion of the boundaries 
of Texas, and encounters hostility for its real or 
imaginary bearing on that subject. 

Tam not prepared to say whether it is owing to 
this cause, that Texas has received so little of the 
benefits of the Federal Government since annexa- 


tion, but she has been treated with the indifference | 


ofa step-child. Nota single light-house has been 
erected on her coast. 

Mr. GRINNELL (Mr. Howanp yielding the 
floor for explanation) wished to remind the gen- 
tleman from Texas, that one reason why light- 
houses had not been established in Texas was, that 
the State had neglected to cede the jurisdiction 
necessary for that purpose. There ad always 
existed a disposition to make liberal appropria- 
tions for the benefit of Texas. 

Mr. HOWARD resuming, said, that was true 
with regard to two light-houses; but her whole 
western coast, from Pass Cavailo, had been left 
without any provision on the subject, when wrecks 
were constantly occurring for want of properlights. 
Especially the Brazos Santiago, through which 
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the whole commerce of the Rio Grande passed,.a 
large and greatly increasing. commerce had been 
left unprotected. At this point, immense amounts 
of wrecks and loss of property occur for want of 
a light-house. On the subject of frontier defences, 
the treatment of Texas has been even colder and 
more unjustifiable. Her frontier has been left 
comparatively unprotected. The force sent there 
has been mainly infantry, and totally unsuited to 
prevent the incursions of the Indians. ‘The conse- 
quence is, that they have made constant inroads 
along the whole frontier, killing the inhabitants, 
and destroying large amounts of property. These 
complaints have come up constantly from Texas; 
every mail brings news of some fresh Indian mur- 
der and outrage, and yet the Government, although 
possessing ample power under the law, does not 
move for the protection of her people. Sir, I trust 
the time is coming when Texas will receive some 
share in the benefits of the legislation of this Gov- 
ernment, and, at all events, that justice will not be 
denied her citizens, by refusing to provide a court 
for the necessary litigation of the country. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. The occasion for an 
additional court, in Texas, may be a very good 
reason for the seasonable passage of this bill; but 
not for.its immediate passage. He made no point 
of merit against the bill—only a point of time. 

The gentleman from Texas [Mr. Howard] 
had manifested quite as much passion as discre- 
tion upon this subject. He had virtually im- 
peached any other member’s right to speak upon 
it—any member differing in opinion from him: 
more, he had virtually accused Mr. McC. of 
hostility to Texas, because he saw fit to ob- 
ject to the immediate passage of the bill. Now, 
the gentleman from Texas was in error on both 
these points. It was just as much Mr. McC.’s 
right to speak upon the question, as it was 
the right of the gentleman from Texas to do so, 
and most certainly Mr. McC. would do so, when- 
ever he chose fo do so, whatever might be the 
opinion of the gentleman from Texas. The accu- 
sation, express or implied, that Mr. McC. was 
inimical to Texas, was—if the gentleman wished 
so to be understood—equally unauthorized. On 


the contrary, Mr. McC. had been the fast || 


friend of Texas. He had sympathized with her 
in her revolutionary struggle—was among the 
first—the very first—to assist-her into the Union, 
and had always been disposed to respond in kind- 
ness, and even liberality, to her wants. His his- 
tory, in regard to Texas, was probably quite as 
old and as friendly as that of the honorable gen- 
tleman himself, and had been made, no doubt, in 
circumstances of as great responsibility as had 
ever attended any action of the gentleman in her 
service. Mr. McC. had only asked that the rules 
of the House should be applied to this bill—that 
the bill should take the regular and usual course— 


this was all—and this was the sum/of his hostility |; 
| ways, to supply those wants. 


to Texas. 


The gentleman from Texas, in his diffidence, |! 
had not been content to claim a superior knowl- |i 


edge in regard to all that relates to Texas; he had i 
not been content with this claim alone; but had } 
gone further, and ventured to impeach the inform- 
ation of all who might differ with him. He had 
said, that Congress had already admitted the right 
of Texas to the boundary claimed by her, and 
that, therefore, his (Mr. McC.’s) objection, if it 
were true that the bill was confirmatory of this 
boundary, would avail nothing. But was this so? | 
was it in fact true that there was no question ; 
about the western boundary of Texas? He (Mr. 
McC.) thought there was. The gentleman from 
Texas stood alone in a contrary opinion. If there 
was no such question, why this sensitiveness on | 
the part of the gentleman? why these offers of 


questions. 
The gentleman may not be as well versed in all 


i| the laws bearing on the question of Texas bound- 
ii 


ary, as he supposes he is. He mentions certain 
laws, from which he draws an inference favorable 


to the claim of Texas; but he appears not to know } was 


‘and probably it was in the. power of other mem- 


| liberations on this bill, 
i! assertion that the Comm 


millions of money to quiet her claim in favor of | 


New Mexico? The gentleman will answer these | 
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that other acts have transpired, unfavorable: to her 
claim. There was the law, passed two days after 
the passage of the resolutions of Texas annexation, 
which authorized a drawback on foreign goods 
exported in original packages from the United 
States ‘to Chihuahua and Sante Fé, in Mexico.” 

Mr. HOWARD. I beg leave to correct the 
‘gentleman. He is mistaken in supposing that, 
since Texas was admitted into the Union, Con- 
gress has passed a law allowing drawbacks on 
goods shipped to Sante Fé. The act to which’ he 
alludes, was passed the 3d of March, 1845, and 
Texas was not admitted into the Union until the 
following December. These drawbacks were col- 
lected after annexation, by virtue of an order of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, and not by force of 
an act of Congress. 

Mr. McCLERNAND continued. He appears 
also not to know, whatis notorious, that this Gov- 
ernment maintained a Consul at Sante Fé, after_tha 
annexation of Texas. ; 

Mr, HOWARD (Mr. McCuzrnanp yielding 
for the purpose) desired to ask the gentleman froma 
Illinois whether the whole of the territory of 
Texas was not embraced in the Federal jurisdic- 
tion, whether it was exercised through one court 
or through two courts? 

Mr. McCLERNAND. Yes; that is the pre- 
cise question. What is the State of Texas—where 
is her boundary ? ` The Jaw quoted by the gentle- 
man would prove one boundary as well as an- 
other. 

The gentleman from Texas had complained that 
the boundary of Texas had been dragged in to de- 
feat the passage of the bill. Who had dragged it 
lin? Himself. Mr. McC. had not done so. : He 
had neither affirmed nor denied the boundary 
claimed by Texas; he had only insisted that there 
was a question about it, True, he had his opinion, 
i and would be prepared to express it at the. proper 
time, if necessary. He had only designed to men- 
tion, asa reason why the bill should not be passed 
| now, that it might commit the House unwittingly 
| upon the question of boundary. The establish- 
i ment of a collection district upon the Rio Grande 
| had been understood by many to be a legislative 
recognition of the title of Texas to the lower Rio 
Grande, and might not this bill be liable toa simi- 
lar interpretation inregard to the upper Rio Grande, 
and the country in dispute between New Mexico 
! and Texas. He called the attention of the House 
to this point. All Mre McC. asked, was, time and 
| light—that the bill might be referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
under the rules, and that it should be printed. Wag 
not this parliamentary—wasAt not fair? , 

The gentleman from Texas had complained that 
' the wants of Texas had been neglected. Mr, McC. 
i would not go into that question; but would say that 
he was ready and willing to codperate with the 
gentleman at all proper times, and in all proper 

Bat did not the 
gentleman in some measure mistake? The gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Grinnet] had 
just silenced him on one point of his complaint, 


bers to answer him equally successfully upon 
other and all the points of his complaint. He 
would commend to the gentleman patience and 
| moderation. These qualities would ensure him 
i all that he had a right to claim. ; 
i Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, rose and 
‘said, that as he wasa member of the Committee 
‘on the Judiciary, and had taken part in the de- 
he desired to reply to an 
ittee had. been unanimous 
As the bill was originally 
the opinion of the Com- 


‘in reporting this bill. 
i framed, he admitted that ) 
| mittee was unanimous; but after it had assumed 
| its present forms he had stated his objection to the 
: bili. He had then objected, and he always should 
| object, to the passage of the bill in its present 
| shape. He could not vole in favor of the bill, be- 
| cause it might be construed into an admission of 
i the right of Texasto all the territory which she 
| olaims. Such would be the effect, because there 
dno place named in the bill which stands on 
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debatable ground—on that part of the territory 
which is in dispute. on 

He was glad when the gentleman from Mlinois 
rose and objected to the immediate passage of this 
bill, although it appeared, from the language of 
the gentleman from Texas, that the gentleman 
from Ilinois had no right to speak on the subject. 
Now he could not tell what reason there might he 
for prohibiting gentlemen on the other side of the 
House from speaking on the subject of the bound- 
ary of Texas; but he supposed that. on this 
side of the House, he might be permitted to say a 
word. here is a large portion of the territory 
to which Texas lays claim, which does not belong 
to her. It was enough for him to know, that her 
claim goes a hundred miles beyond what he be- 
lieves to be her true boundary. 

Mr. “HOWARD (Mr. Srevens yielding for 
explanation) asked if the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania was aware. that there had been a court 
which had exercised jurisdiction over this ter- 
ritory for the last four years? 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, begged to 
ask of his colleague, where was the place,which 
he had designated as situated on the debatable 
ground? : 

Mr. STEVENS. It is Brownsville. 

Mr. THOMPSON. Where is Brownsville? 

Mr. STEVENS said, if his colleague did not 
know, it was not for him to become his instructor. 
Let him go back to his primer. It is situated 
somewhere in the territory which formerly be- 
longed to Mexico, and now belongs to the Uni- 
ted States. But he did not rise to discuss the ques- 
tion of boundary. Whenever the proper time for 
the consideration of that question should come, he 
would be prepared to discuss it with his colleague 
to the best of his ability. He did not believe that 
the boundary of Texas ever extended to that point. 
It was enough for him to know, that the bill em- 
braced a jurisdiction over ground which was is in 
dispute. He was not willing to do anything to 
settle, by this bill, the question of boundary, so 
far as to include this debatable territory, and thus 
fix the boundary of the State wherever she might 
choose to designate it. 

At the beginning of the present session of Con- 
gress, we had voted for the purchase of a directory, 
to which was attached a map, in which Texas was 
made to cover a greater part of the United States. 
‘Suppose a claim to all that was contained in that 
map was set up, perhaps the map itself might be 
admitted as good ground for it. He did not wish 
to be forced into a premature discussion of this 
subject. 

He had said, that he would make no opposition 
to the bill, if this place on the debatable ground 
was omitted.. But he had given notice in commit- 
tee, that if this place was fixed on, he would never 
vote for the bill; and he never would, until he 
knew that Brownsville was not within the deba- 
table ground, He could not but suppose, that, 
as gentlemen so strenuously insisted on having 
the place named, they must have had some poten- 
tial motive for it. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, said, his 
reason for asking his colleague where this place 
was situated, was, to inform him that it was be- 
tween the Nueces and the Rio Grande. This bill 
indicates no boundary for Texas. Whatever 
rightfully belongs to Texas will be included in her 
boundary; whatever does not, will be excluded 
from her boundary. . 

Mr. KAUFMAN. I hope, Mr. Speaker, if the 
bill is not now passed, that at least it will not be 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. If that reference is made, it 
may be a Jong time before we reach it. ‘There is 
no State in the Union that demands the existence 


of two district courts of the United States as much |! 


as Texas. Texas is much the largest State in the 
Union. It is, perhaps, one thousand miles from 


one settled portion of the State to another. The 
pecoliar land-system that prevailed in Texas, orig- 


inating with Mexico, has entailed upon her ani 


extraordinary amount of litigation. It is well 
known that a large number of grants, of eleven 
leagues of land each, was issued under the Mexi- 
can Government. 
about in the United States for the last twenty years, | 
and sold to different speculators. 
or most of those claims are fraudulent, null, and | 
void, yet suits are brought u 
must be defended. 


HR 
‘| the far 
These grants have been hawked |; who are sued for their home. 


Although many i. fence, without bein 


ht upon them, and they |i glecting their. business 
Suits are brought in the Hl their claims are worth, 


United States district court, because the holders 
of these claims are mostly citizens of other States. 
The system of surveying in small tracts, prevail- 
ing in the United States, has saved the new States 
of the West from much litigation, that has arisen 
in Texas. Now, sir, unless this bill is passed, 
settlers, sued for their homes, will be compelled: to 
travel two, or three hundred, or more miles, to 
employ counsel in their defence. It is absolutely 
impossible for one judge to discharge all the duties 
of his office for the State of Texas, and go to 
points of convenience to defendants. He could 
not, perhaps, do it by remaining even at one point. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. STE- 
vens] said, that the Committee on the Judiciary 
were far from unanimous in reporting this bill. 
Now, sir, only two members of that committee— 
the gentleman from New York, (Mr. PRESTON 
Kine,}] and the gentleman: from Pennsylvania 


ceived the support of all the other members of 
the committee. 

Mr. ASHMUN. When this bill was first 
acted upon in committee, I was not present. I 
came into the committee when the bill was finally 
acted upon, and consented that a motion should 
be made that the bill be put upon its passage, but 
I never approved of the bill. 

Mr, KAUFMAN. Was not the question of 
inserting Brownsville in the bill put, and did you 
not assent to it? 

Mr. ASHMUN. 1 did so, but only in order to 
bring the matter before the House. 

Mr. KAUFMAN. Ifyou acted with that view, 
and I misunderstood your motive, I stand cor- 
rected. 

This bill makes no decision as to boundary. It 
confers no additional nor more extended jurisdic- 
tion than is already conferred by law, in the 
United States district court of Texas. As no 
allusion whatsoever is made to Santa Fé, nor is 
there any extension of territorial jurisdiction, t 
must express my surprise at the objections inter- 

osed by the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. 

AcCLERNAND,] whose friendship to Texas, here- 
tofore, 1 have cheerfully acknowledged, more par- 
ticularly, as six members of the judiciary com- 
mittee have united in recommending the imme- 
diate passage of the bill. y 

As the law now stands, the court may be held a 
Brownsville, or any other point in Texas. Butit 
has only heretofore been held at Galveston. The 
object of this bill, in part, is to compel the judge of 
the present court, as well as of the new court, to 
be established, to hold its sessions at particular 
places, so ax to answer the convenience and wants 
of the people. 

l regret, Mr. Speaker, that when a matter of 
public winy to the people of Texas comes up, 
that it is to be embarrassed by the old ery of the 
| disputed territory between the Nueces and the Rio 
Grande. Why, sir, I believe this question is 
given up neatly everywhere else but here. The 
ground of objection has been shifted to Santa Fé, 
Even the resolutions from the State of New You k, 
| about which such unusual parade was made the 
other day, when presented by the gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. Preston Kine,] asking, 
contrary to usage, that they should be read—says 
nothing about the territory between the Nueces 
and the Rio Grande. ‘They only speak of what 
they say was formerly New Mexico, although, as 
originally introduced, they denied to Texas the 
territory between the Nueces and Rio Grande; but 
this latter part was struck out by the legislature. 
And yet what the New York Legislature rejected, 
i and God knows they are ultra enough on slavery 
j to satisfy the most rabid, is to be revived and 
| sustained here on this flocr. 
| _ There are some thousands of voters in this ter- 
i ritory between the Nueces and Rio Grande; it is 
j 
| 
| 
| 
| 
d 


| regularly organized into counties, it is 
in our Legislature. District courts of the State | 
j are regularly heid there, and the jurisdiction of | 
Texas over it is perfect in every respect. It is | 
too late now to object to it. f 
The passage of this bill is of vital importance to 
ming interests of the State of Texas. People 
s, want their cases 
counsel for the de- | 
pelied to ride hundreds | 
re in traveling and ne- į 
» than, in many cases, | 
They do not want delay 


tried where they can employ 
7 g com 
; of miles, and expend mo 


himself, [Mr. Srevens}]—objected. This bill re- | 


represented |! 


I, 
| 


in the adjudication of their claims, for, during that 
delay, they would feel unsafe in making improve- 
ments upon their farms. Memorials have been 
sent on, long ago, for this additional court. The 
people demand it. A year ago, a bill similar to 
this, passed the Senate unanimously; but for cer- 
tain reasons, it was not passed by this Howse. ft 
ought now to be passed; and F believe there is 
not a generous-hearted, benevolent. member on this 
floor, who would hesitate a moment to give the bill 
his support, if he knew the inconveniences, de- 
lays, and expenses to which hundreds of hard- 
working, industrious farmers are subjected by the 
present organization of the Federal court in Texas. 

Mr. ROBINSON moved thatthe House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

A brief conversation followed between Mr. 
KAUFMAN and the SPEAKER, on a point of 
order, 

Mr. PECK sug 
printed. 

Objection was made. i 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Rosinson, and decided in the negative— 
ayes 57, noes 69. 

So the House refused to go into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

And the question recurring on the reference of 
the bill to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, 

Mr. PRESTON KING said, Mr. Speaker, the 
gentleman from Texas has thought proper to al- 
lude to the resolutions of the Legislature of New 
York, in discussing the merits of this bill. The 
principles and opinions of the State of New York 
are openly and clearly expressed, and published 
to the world, All may know them, who feel an 
interest to know what they are. They will be 
maintained by the people of the State of New 
York, and I trust. by her Representatives on this 
floor, I shall not now be drawn into a discussion of 
them, upon the question of referring a bill which 
| relates, and in my judgment should be regarded 
as relating, solely to the proper judicial accommo- 
dations of the people of the State of Texas. 'The 
gentleman has thought proper to allude to my 
opinions in the committee. I was present in the 
committee when this. bill was acted upon, and 
| entertained the opinion, that, until the boundaries 
of Texas were settled, no local legislatfon for that 
State should be regarded as expressing an opinion 
of Congress as to her legitimate boundaries, and 
that no effort should be made to obtain the pas- 
sage of a law that might, by indirection, be con- 
strued as settling a question of boundary. The 
bill granting a new judicial district, and designa- 
| ting certain localities for holding the courts, was 
at that time agreed to by the committee, unani- 
mously. The bill, as then agreed to be reported, 
did not designate Brownsville, although subse- 
quently—and as he understood on another day, for 
he was not present when it was done—the com- 
mittee inserted in the bill Brownville, as one of 
éhe places for holding courts. He [Mr. K} 
| did not regard the bill as deciding properly any 
į question but that which legitimately belonged to 
its avowed object; and he should vote upon it 
here, as he did in committee, with regard solely 
to the reasonable and proper accommodation of 
the people of Texas, in the transaction of their 
business in the courts of the United States, 

Mr. SCHENCK next obtained the floor, but 
yielded at the request of 

Mr. HOWARD, who said he wished to ask a 
question of the gentleman from New York, (Mr, 
' P. Kine.] He had understood the gentleman to 
say, that it was with the assent of the members 
from Texas, that it had been agreed in committee 
to report the bil, omitting Brownsville, 

Mr. PRESTON KING said he had understood 
so, though the gentleman now making inquiry was 
not present. 
| Mr. HOWARD. My colleague can make a 
- Statement upon that point. 

Mr. KING said he had alluded to it because 
he had been specially referred to by the gen- 


tleman from Texas, (Mr. Kaurman,| who had 


; spoken of his opinions in committee, out of order, 
i he thought, though, for himself, he had no objec- 
tion to having his opinions stated anywhere. s 

Mr. KAUFMAN, in reply to the gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. Kina,] said, Brownsville 
is in the district of my colleague, [Mr. Howarp.] 


gested that the bill should be 


i 
i 
i 
i 


i 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL 


GLOBE. 


515 


This bill proposes the establishment of an addi- 
tional court in my district. I-went before the Ju- 
diciary Committee at the invitation of the chair- | 
man. Objections being made by. two members of 
the committee to Brownsville being in the. bill, in 
order to secure its immediate passage, and as, by 
the law now in force, the judge of the district 
court could hold his sessions at Brownsville, if he 
chose, I expressed my willingness to leave out 
Brownsville rather than have the bill delayed— 
thinking that, perhaps, my colleague would agree 
to it, and intending to inform him of it before the 
bill was reported. Į did so, but he conceived that 
the population and trade of the Rio Grande had | 
lately increased so much, that the wants of the 
community absolutely required a court there. I 
at once: promptly informed the chairman of the 
committee of that fact, who Jaid the matter before 
the committee, and Brownsville was inserted in 
the bill. My colleague knew nothing about there 
being any objection to Brownsville until I informed 
him, when he objected to its being omitted. 

Mr. SCHENCK (resuming) said he did not 
intend to discuss, the question of the bounda- 
ries of Texas—whether the western boundary 
was the Rio Grande, or not. Neither should he 
enter into the discussion of the geographical ques- 
tion, which had been started between the gentlemen | 
from Pennsylvania, where Brownsville was. He 
dared say—whether this bill was right or wrong 
in itself—that the gentleman from Texas clearly 
believed that it was right and proper, and to be 
passed for the accommodation of a large portion 
of country within his district—extending to them į 
such a judiciary system as would enable them to 
have their suits in court disposed of. He dared 
say, there might be'many other cases in which gen- 
tlemen were anxious to have bills, affecting their 
particular constituencies, taken up out of the ordi- 
nary course of legislation, and pressed through in 
hot haste. When such bills cameup in proper order, 
it would be time enough to consider their merits. 

But there were other questions to be disposed of» 
There was a district of country lying on the Pa- 
cific, containing a population of 100,000 inhabit- 
ants, waiting for an entire judiciary system—wait- 
ing to have their Representatives on this floor, and | 
in the other end of the Capitol, admitted. Gen- 
tlemen here—end perhaps he did not mistake 
in suppoging that the gentleman from ‘fexas was 
one of them—interposed delay to any action upon 
the demands of this people. He was opposed to 
taking up these local bills out of their order, but in 
favor of referring them to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, or Committee of 
the Whole House, and after the California bill 
was disposed of, of taking up sundry other ‘bills in 
their order on the calendar. 

He should, therefore, as far as his vote would 
go, insist upon this bill going to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, to take its turn 
when it should be reached; and if that motion had 
not already been made, he would make it, 

The SPEAKER stated that that question was 
already pending + 
Mr. SCHENCK said he would then move the 

previous question, 

Mr. HOWARD appealed to the gentleman to 
withdraw the demand for the previous question. 
He wanted to know what the gentleman from Ohio 
meant by charging the Representatives of Texas 
with obstructing the legislation of this House. 

Mr. SCHENCK declined to withdraw. 

The demand for the previous question was sec- 
onded, and the main question was ordered—being 
firat on referring the bill. : : A 

The question was taken and decided in theri 
afirmative. j 

So the bill was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

CALIFORNIA. | 

On motion of Mr. MORSE, the House resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
theUnion, (Mr. Boyp in the chair,) and resumed 
the consideration of the message of the President, 
communicating the constitution of California. 

Mr. DISNEY, who was entitled to the floor, 
yielded for a moment to 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, who sent up to | 
the Clerk’s table the following resolutions, which 
he gave notice of his intention to move at the 
proper time: ae 

Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be, and 


they are hereby, instructed to report a bill to this House, ad- 


mitting the State of California into the Union upon an equal 


footing with the other States composing the Confederacy, 
and that the provisional government, or governments that 
have been established in any portion of Ca iforrnia, acquired 
hy the late treaty with the Republic of Mexico, lying on the 
right side of the Rio Grande, and not embraced in the State 
of California, be legalized in such manner as the commit- 
tee may deem expedient, with suitable boundaries, giving 
the said provisional government, or governments, a delegaie 
or delegates to the Congress of the United States, to he ad- 
mitted at such time, and predicated upon such popular 
basis, as may be deemed rational and fair; and further, that 
provision be made in said hill for the immediate retrocession 
of the District of Columbia, reserving the publie buildings 
and grounds belonging to the United States; and further, 


thatsaid committee shall provide in said billa more efficient | 


mode for the secapture and return of fugitive slaves to 
the slave States. 

Resolved, That the committee report a bill to this House, 
embracing the specified objects in the foregoing resolution, 
at the earliest moment practicakle, 


The CHAIRMAN. ‘The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee must be aware that it is not competent for 
this committee to instruct another committee. 

Mr. JOHNSON said he understood that this 
committee might report. these resolutions to the 
House, with a recommendation that they be adopt- 


ed. 

The CHAIRMAN. The committee can make 
such a recommendation, 

Mr. JOHNSON. Exactly. Iwill put them in 
the form of a recommendation, and propose that 
they be laid on the table for consideration. 

The resolutions were received and laid on the 
table for consideration. 

Mr. DISNEY resumed the floor, and addressed 
the committee during his hour, in an argument 


against the constitutional power of Congress to | 


pass the Wilmot proviso. 
found in the Appendix.]} 
The CHAIRMAN then gave tiie floor to 


{His speech will be 


Mr. HEBARD, who yielded to a motion that || | 


the committee rise. 

The motion having been agreed to, the commit- 
tee rose and reported, 

And the House adjourned, 


PETITIONS, Se. 
The following petitions, memorials, &e., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees: 


By Mr. CHANDLER: T'he petition of John B. Buda and 
many other citizens of Philadelphia, (owning and represent- 
ing the evidence of the debt of the Republic of Texas, to 
the amount of more than two millions of dollars, for the 
payment of, which, with interest, the faith of said Republic, 
and the revenue from imports, were pledged,) asking Con- 
gress to pass some law for the relief of the petitioners. 

By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of O. P. Newcomb, 
Linus Tracy, and others, citizens of Mesopotamia, Trum- 
bull county, 
postage not exce 
paid letters. 

Also, the 
others, citiz 
arate of p 


eding two cents per haif ounce on all pre- 


petition of A. THumiston, C. M. Barnes, and 
of Fowler, Trambull county, Ohio, praying 
age of two cents on all prepaid letters, for all 
distances, per half ounce. 

By Mr. GILMORE: The petition of John T. Bard and 
120 others, citizens of Butler county, Pennsylvania, for a 
mail-route from Centerville, Butler county, Pennsylvania, 
to Neweastle, Lawrence county, Pennsylvania, 

Also, the petition of John M. Dorland and 85 others, cit- 
izens of Armstrong county, Pennsylvania, praying for a 
change in the tariff laws of 1846, from ad v. lorem to specific 
duties. 

Also, the petition of Mott Wilkinson, a revolutionary sol- 
dier and pensioner, of Indiana county, Pennsylvania, for an 
increase of pension. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: Tt 
Waukegan, Luke county, Ilinois, for two cent postage. 

Also, a petition from the citizens of Downer’s Grove, 
Dupage county, for two cent postage. 

By Mr. ANDREWS: 
and 160 other citizens of Whitehall, New York, against the 
further extension of the Woodworth patent for a planing 
machine. 

By Mr. 
others, praying for the abolition of the 
Congress, &c. 

Alsa, the petition of Jobn S. Scoby and others, of Greens- 
burg, Indiana, praying for a reduction of postage. 

By Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi: The memorial of the 
legal representatives of the late Generat Robert Young, 
praying compensation for tobacco destroyed by the British 
troops in the year 1814, g 

By Mr. MILLSON: The petition of H. W. King, clerk 
to the naval constructor at the Gosport navy-yard, asking 
an increase of pay. 


se petition of citizens of 


ROBINSON: The petition of Philip Barracks and 


Also, the memorial of Myer Myers and numerous other | 


merchants, ship-masters, and ship-owners, pilots, mariners, 


and other citizens, asking that Hog-Island may be selected, | 


instead of Sand-Shoal, as the site of the light-houses pro- 
posed to be built under a late appropriation by Congress. 

Also, the memorial of A. R. Swain and many other 
masters of vessels engaged in the coasting-trade, making a 
similar prayer. 

By Mr. HOWE: The petition of Wesley Hogue and 36 
others, citizens of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, praying 
Congress to admit no State into the Union, uniess the con- 


Ohio, praying Congress to establish a rate of 


office of chaptain in į 


The remonstrance of W. W. Cook | 


| antef topographical engineers 


| sentatives, of the State of Calif 


stitution of. such State shall expressly prohibit the exist- 
ence of slavery within its limits. 

Also, the petition of Wesley Hogue and 34 others, citizens 
of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress to abol- 
ish slavery, and the slave-trade, in all the territories of the 
United States, by an express act of Congress, i 

Also, the petition of Wesley Hogue and 36 others, citizens 
of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress to pro- 
vide by law, that whenever a person shall beamitted as a 
fugitive slave, in any other State than the one in whieh he 
is alleged to be beld to service, he shal! not be delivered to 
the claimant, or his azent, except on the finding of a jury’ 
that he is the slave of the claimant, A : 

Also, the petition of Amanda Westlake and 33other ladies 
of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress that pro- 
vision may be made by law, that whenever n person shalt be 
arrested as a fugitive slave, in any other State than the one 
in which he is alleged to be held to service, he shali not be 
delivered up to the claimant, or his agent, except on the 
finding of a jury that he is the slave of the claimant. 

Also, the petition of Wesley Hogue and 34 others 


tizens 


| of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress to repeal 


all existing laws, by which slavery, or the slave-trade, is 
sanctioned in the city of Washington, or District of Co- 
lunbia, or remove the seat of government to some more 
suitable location., 

‘By Mr. MILLER: The petition of Samuel Moody and 57 
athers, citizens of the county of Ashland, Ohio, asking 
Congress to pass a Jaw to prevent the-transportation of the 
mail, and the delivery of letters, &¢., on the first day of the 
week, 

Also, the petition of Samuel Donley and 28 others, eiti- 
zens of said county of Ashland, for the same object. 

Also, the petition of Jesse Matthews and 32 others, eiti- 
zens of said conary, for the same object, * 

Also, the petition of Chester C. Matthews and 38 others; 
citizens of said county, for We same object. 7 

Also, (be petition of John Robinson and 123 others, citi- 
zens of said county, for the same object. 

By Mr. CABLE, of Ohio: The petition of Hervey Hakes 
and 59 others, citizens of Coluinbiana, Ohio, for eheap post- 
age. 

By Mr. SWEETSER: The petition of N. C. Coffin and 
19 others, citizens of Jacksoutown, Licking county, Ohio, 
for cheap postae. 

Also, the petition of J. W. Seymour and 133 others, eiti- 
zens of Hartford, Licking county, Ohio, for cheap postage. 
By Mr. GOODENOW : ‘The petition of Read Washburn 
36 others, citizens of Livermore, in the State of Maine, 
king that the rate of postage, on prepaid letters, be es- 
tablished at two cents per half ounce. 

B rn WILMOT: A petition, signed hy 50 citizens of 
Bradford county, Pennsylvania, asking that slavery and the 
slave-trade, be prohibited in the territories by positive act of 


i Congress. 


By Me. KERR: The memorial of George Thom, lieuten- 
asking remuneration for a 
debt dug trom the United Stites. 

By Mr. CONGER: The petitions of 220 citizens and 
electors of Cayuga county, New York, praying that slavery 
and the slave-trade, be expressly prohibited, by act of Con- 

sss, in all the territories of the United States. 

Als! zens and electors of the same place, pray- 
ing thal no State he hereafter admitted into the Union, un- 

Ss the constitution of such State, expressly prohibits the 
»xistenee of slavery within its limits. 

By Mr. WOOD: The petition of J. McCutchen and 50 
other citizens of Wyandot county, Ohio, asking Congress 
to make an appropriation for removing obstructions to navi- 
gation at the head of the Sandusky bhay, 80 as. to render 
more easy and safe the passage of sailing vessels and steam- 
boats into the Sandusky river. 

Also, the petition of Zerah Vail and 67 other citizens of 
York, Sandusky county, Ohio, asking Congress ‘to reduce 
the postage on newspapers to one cent, and on all. prepaid 
letters to two cents. 

Also, the petition of A. Gillett and 74 other citizens of 
Wood county, Ohio, asking Congress to grant to the Gilead 
and Gilleod Plank Road Company the right of way through 
the public lands, and clso, every alternate section through 
the same, two miles wide. 

By Mr. GOULD: The petition of Isaac Burr and 42 other 


| citizens of Meredith, in Delaware county, New York, for 


cheap postage—two cents for all letters not exceeding half 
an ounce, prepaid. M 

By Mr. BRIGGS: The petition of J. G. Dunbar and 69 
other citizens of New York, praying Congress to repeal the 
act of Congress extending the patent of William Wood- 
worth from 1845 to 1256. 

Alco, the petition of 27 citizens of New York, asking 
Congress to establish the rate of postage on letters at two 
cents prepaid for half an ounce. 


“IN SENATE. 
Wrpwrespay, March 13, 1850. 

Mr. DOUGLAS presented the memorial of Wat" 
Liam M. Gwin and Joun C. Fremont, Senators, 
and G. W. Wrienr and EDWARD GILBERT, Repre- 
‘ornia, accompanied 
a certified copy of the constitution of that State, 


b 
4 Senators elected by the 


and the credentials of the Senato 
Legislature thereof, requesting, in the name of the 
people of California, admission as a State into 
the Union. Ordered to lie on the table and be 
printed. , 
Mr. UNDERWOOD presented a memorial of 
officers, non-commissioned officers, soldiers, and 
volunteers of the last war with Great Britain, ask- 
ing to. be allowed bounty lands; which was ordered 
to lie-on the table. 

Mr. MILLER presented a resolation of the 
Legislature of New Jersey, requesting the Sen- 
ators and Representatives of that State in Con- 
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ress, to use their exertions to procure a revision 
of the tariff, and the imposition of such discrim- 
inating duties, as will afford protection to the va- 
rious branches of American manufactures; which, 
without reading, was referred to the Committee 
on Manufactures. 
SLAVERY AND THE SLAVE-TRADE. 

Mr. SEWARD presented a petition of citizens 
of West Bloomfield, Ontario county, New York, 
electors of that State, asking that no State may 
hereafter be admitted into the Union, unless the 
constitution of such State shall expressly prohibit 
the existence of slavery within its limits. 

Also, from citizens and electors of West Bloom- 
field, Ontario county, in the State of New York, 
asking, that whenever a person shall be arrested 
as a fugitive slave in any State other than that in 
which he is held to service, he shall not be de- 
livered to the master or agent, unless on the find- 
ing of a jury. 

Also, from H. C. Goodwin, and two hundred 
and thirty-three citizens and electors of Hamilton 
county, in the State of New York, to the same 
effect. 

Also, from citizens of West Bloomfield, On- 
tario county, in the same State, asking for the 
abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia, or 
for the removal of the seat of Government to some 
more suitable location. 

Also, from citizens and electors of the same 
place, against the admission of any more slave 
States into the Union. 

Also, from citizens and electors of the same 
place, for the prohibition of slavery and the slave- 
trade in the territories. 

Also, from citizens and electors of Canandaigua, 
Ontario county, New York, against the admission 
of any more slave States into the Union, unless 
their constitution expressly prohibits slavery. 

Also, from citizens of the same place, for the 
abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia, 
or the removal of the seat of Government. 

Also, from citizens and electors of Hamilton 
county, in the State of New York, in favor of the 
prohibition of slavery in the territories, and 
against the admission of any more slave States 
into the Union. 

Those petitions relating to the territories, he 
moved be referred to the Committee on Territo- 
ries, and those relating to the trial by jury, he 
supposed would lie on the table. 

The VICE PRESIDENT, The question is on 
the reception and reference. 

Mr. YULEE. I move to lay the question of 
reception on the table. 

Mr. SEWARD. On that I call for the yeas 
and nays. 

Mr. HALE. In the present state of the ques- 
tion, injustice may be inadvertently done to some 
of these petitioners; I therefore call for a division 
of the question. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Will the Senator || 
from New York present his petitions one at a 
time? 

Mr. SEWARD. Certainly, sir. I present the 

etition of citizens and electors of the State of 

ew York, residing in Hamilton, in the county 
of Madison, praying’ for the establishment and 
protection of freedom in the territories, and 
against the admission of more slave States into 
the Union. 
Kann: HALE. Let us have the question on 
that. 

Mr. SEWARD. On that I ask for the yeas 
and nays. ; 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BADGER. I desire to know what is the 
subject-matter on which we are to vote? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
New York presents a petition for the prohibition of 
slavery in the territories, and against the admis- 
sion of more slave States into the Union. 

Mr. HALE. Let the petition be read. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I object. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Objection being 


| trade in the District of Columbia, or for the re- 


| thought heretofore to be the usage of the Senate 


| visional governments for territories, and questions | 


| l think it is a proper and legitimate subject on! 
which they are at liberty to make known their | 


‘The Sécretary then read the petition as follows: | 


« Petition for the establishment and protection of freedom | 


in the territories of the United States, and against the ad- | 

mission of more slave States into the Union. 
“To the Congress o the United States : 

“The undersigned, citizens and electors of the State of 
New York, residing in Hamilton, in the county of Madison, 
respectfully pray, that slavery and the slave-trade may be 
expressly prohibited by act of Congress, in all the territories 
of the United States; and that no State shall hereafter be ad- | 
mitted into the Union, unless its constitution shall expressly 
prohibit the introduction or existence of slavery within its | 
limits. y 

E HAMILTON, March, 1850.” 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question now 
is, on the motion to lay the question of reception on 
the table, and on this, the yeas and nays have been 
ordered. 

The yeas and nays were taken, and were as 
follow: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Benton, Butler, Clemens, 
Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Dickinson, Foote, Hunter, 

King, Mason, Pratt, Rusk, Sturgeon, and Yulee—15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwins Chase, Clay, Corwin, 
Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, Dodge of Iowa, Dodge 
of Wisconsin, Douglas, Felch, Hale, Hamlin, Joncs, Milter, 
Phelps, Seward, Smitb, Underwood, Upham, Wales, and 
Webster—22. 

So the question of reception was not laid on the 
table. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question re- | 
curs on the motion to receive, 

The motion was agreed to, and the petition was 
received and referred to the Committee on the 
Territories. 

Mr. SEWARD then presented the three other 
petitions of a similar character. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, objected to their | 
reception. 


The VICE PRESIDENT put the question to 


& 


receive, and it was agreed to by a majority of 18 j 


to 13. 

These petitions were then severally referred to 
the Committee on the Territories. 

Mr. SEWARD next presented the petition 
praying for the abolition of slavery and the slave- 


moval of the seat of Government to a more suita- 
ble location. 

Mr. BUTLER. I take occasion to say that I 
have always voted in conformity with what I 


on this subject, because this putting several sub- 
jects together into one petition, with a view to in- 
troduce one because the others might be intro- 
duced, is, in my opinion, a mere evasion of the 
rule of the Senate; but 1 give notice now, that, as 
the rule has been broken down, by which we have ; 
endeavored to prevent the unnecessary agitation of 
these subjects, that they may bring in us many 
petitions as they please upon all subjects, and I 
will never again raise my voice against it. 

Mr. BADGER, I desire to say a word on this 
matter. I do not agree with the honorable Sena- 


tor from South Carolina, that we have broken down |! 


any rule. I voted against laying the question of 
the reception of the petition on the table, not with 
the view of defeating the established rule of the | 
Senate, but with a desire to conform to it. But | 
we have questions before us with regard to pro- | 


before us with regard to the admission of States; 
and these petitions come here praying Congress to | 
adopt a certain course of legislation with regard to 

these States and territories. Now, though I total- | 
ly disagree with the objects of the petitioners, | 


i 


wishes. 


object of enforcing that parliamentary rule was, to 
put an end, if possible, to the agitation of these 
exciting questions, which was only calculated to 
produce bad feeling, and array one section of the 
Union against another; for, if this agitation could 
be avoided, it was desirable that it should be. The 
Senate agreed, with one or two exceptions, that 
this would be the proper and discreet course for 
the Senate of the United States to pursue. It was 
carried outin good faith. These petitions, merely 
leading to agitation, and to no practical good, 
praying for what ninetenths of the Senate be- 
lieved they had no constitutional right to bestow, 
were laid on the table without debate. A change, 
however, has taken place, and a great change. 
At that time, there were not more than two or 
three individuals who arrayed themselves in oppo- 
sition to the rule which was then enforced, and 
memorials ceased to come here. Why? Because 
they could not get up discussion—because they 
could not get up that excitement in which the fa- 
natics of the North so much delight. 

They then went to the House of Representa- 
tives with their memorials; and why did they go 
there? Because there was a rule in the House 
against their reception, and f think an unfortunate 
rule. I think if the parliamentary law had been 
enforced, it would have been much better than the 
adoption of the rule. But the rule was adopted; 
and what was the consequence? They changed 
their tactics. The agitation was not for the recep- 
tion of petitions of this kind, but for ‘the right of 
petition,” and the right of petition carried away 
hundreds and thousands of well-meaning men, 
who did not understand the nature of the decision 
made in regard to these abolition petitions. Be- 
lieving, as they honestly did, that the right of pe- 
tition was invaded, they acted with the Abolition- 
ists in this matter, and, continuing to act with 
them, they have, by a very easy transition, be- 
come Abolitionists themselves. A change, L re- 
peat, has taken place. The Senate of the United 
States will no longer endeavor to put down this 
excitement—it is to go on. For one, I entirely 
agree with the honorable Senator from South Car- 
olina; I will never, henceforth, oppose any petition, 
let it come from what party it may, or be of what 
| character it may, even if it should be a petition for 
the dissolution of the Union—like. the one which 
was presented the other day by the Senator from 
New Hampshire. If it pleases the majority of 
this body to receive petitions of this kind, no ob- 
i jection shall be raised by me. I now despair of 


|i ever getting clear of this agitation upon subjects 


that no man, who is not a miserable fanatic, will 
undertake to say that they have a right to petition 
upon; for they ask us to do what the Constitution 
forbids us to do, and what the organic laws do 
| not allow. For myself, [ have done. 

Mr. FOOTE. 1 simply rise for the purpose of 
moving that this subject be laid upon the table for 
the present, in order that the Senate may now 
proceed to the consideration of the order of the 
| Gay. 

-Mr. MANGUM. Let it be decided—let it be 
decided. 

Mr. FOOTE. I have no objection, provided the 
discussion terminates at half-past twelve o’clock, 
the time for proceeding with the special order. 

Mr. MANGUM. Let it be decided; nobody 
wants to discuss it. 

Mr. BADGER, (to Mr. Foorz.) Move to lay 
it on the table till to-morrow. IL want to say a 
| word or two upon the subject. 
| Mr. HALE, Let it be laid upon the table till 
| to-morrow. 


While I am up, I will take occasion to say, that, | 
believing, as I do believe, that we have no consti- | 


j tutional power over one of the subjects embraced | 


in one of these 
its reception. 
A Senaror. What is it? | 
Mr. BADGER. A petition for the removal of 
the seat of Government. H 
Mr. SEWARD. On that, then, I call for the : 


petitions, 1 shall myself object to | 


made, it must be decided by the Senate. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. My objection is | 
to the reception. 
“The VICE PRESIDENT. The question ison 
the reading of the petition. 

Mr DAVIS, of Mississippi. It certainly can- 
not be read until it is received, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is of | 
opmion that the petition may be read. 


i 
| 
i 
| 
f 
f 


f 


| receiving petitions of this description, the C 


; and parliamentary law, the question shouid be 
| on the reception of every paper, 


i that any objection existed to its reception. The 


yeas and nays. 

„Mr. KING. Some years since, after having 
discussed, session after session, the propricty of || 
; hair || 
ding to parliamentary usage ‘| 
put :i 
I eve whether it should || 
be received or not, if it was known to that officer ii 

f 


ii 


if 
| 


decided that, accor 


Mr. SEWARD. I consent that itshall lie upon 
i the table till to-morrow. 
Mr. DICKINSON. I object to its lying upon 
the table until to-morrow. I want it decided now. 
Mr. FOOTE. Will my honorable friend bear 
with me one moment? I understand that the 


i} honorable Senator from North Carolina wishes to 


be heard on this subject, as well as several other 


; gentlemen, and the hour for taking up my motion 


has already arrived. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I understand all that, but 
there are more petitions of the same sort where 
this come from, on which my friend.from North 
Carolina and the other gentlemen can be heard. I 
have a number of reports to present on bills from 
the other House, and there are other Senators in 
the same position with their reports, but nothing 
can be brought in during the morning hour, because 
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of abolition petitions of some shade or another. 
I hpoe the petition will be disposed of. 

Mr. FOOTE. 
this, that when the hour arrives for taking up a 
special order, it is the duty of the Chair to call up 


that order, no matter what may be before the | 


Senate. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is, 


shall this petition be laid upon the table until to- 
morrow? 

Mr. SEWARD. 
on that motion, I shall be liable to misconstruc- 
tion. 
till to-morrow, informally. 

Mr. DICKINSON. 


table peremptorily. I wish to dispose of it at 


once. 

Mr. SEWARD. Then I demand the yeas and 
nays. . 

A Sønaron, I hope not. 


The yeas and nays were not ordered, 
The question was then taken on theĝmotion to 


Tam willing that it shall lie upon the table | 


I raise a point of order, and itis | 


I would suggest that if I vote | 


I move’ to lay it on the | 


lie on the table, and there were for the motion 24, | 


against it 7. 
So the petition wasflaid on the table. 


SLAVERY—SELECT COMMITTEE. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The time having 
arrived for the special order of the day, the Senate 
will now proceed to the consideration of the reso- 
lutions of the Senator from Tennessee, which the 
Senator from Mississippi has moved to refer to a 
select committee of thirteen. 


Mr. BERRIEN. AsJI understand the resolu- 


tion now presented on the motion of the Senator |j 


from Mississippi, it does not specify the resolu- 
tions which are to be referred. 

Mr. FOOTE. I did specify them in my motion. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator will 
recollect that the resolutions of the Senator from 
Tennessee were under consideration when the mo- 
tion was made by the Senator from Mississippi to 
refer them. 

Mr. BALDWIN. 
ment, as follows: 

“Except the sixth resolution, which is referred to the 
Committee on Territories, with instructions to report a bill 
in conformity with said resolution.”? 

The sixth resolution;jis in these words: ` 


Resolved, That the constitution recently formed by the 
people of the western portion of California, and presented 
to Congress by the President, on the 13th day of February, 
1850, be accepted, and that they be admitted into the Union 
as a State upon an equal footing in all respects with the ori- 
ginal States, 

Mr. BENTON. ‘Will the Senator from Con- 
necticut yield the floor for one moment? 

Mr. BALDWIN. Iwill 

Mr. BENTON. My mind has been directed to 
the same point as that referred to by the Senator 
from Connecticut. I was for proposing an amend- 


ment in the same terms, but I afterward thought, | 
for the purpose of making all sure, and of keeping |; 


I desire to offer an amend- | 


the question of the admission of California wholly ; 


unmixed with everything that is going on here, in 
connection with the subject of slavery, it would be 
preferable to offer the amendment in this shape: 

“ But nothing in this resolution shall be construed to 
authorize the said committee to take into consideration any- 
thing which relates to the admission of the State of Califor- 
nia into the Union.” 

FThe VICE PRESIDENT. Will the Senator 
from Connecticut accept thatfamendment 2 
Mr. BALDWIN. [accept it, sir. 


the Senator from Connecticut is modified as fol- 
lows—— 

Mr. CASS. Mr. President 

Mr. WEBSTER. Will the member from 
Michigan permit me to say a word or two? 

Mr. CASS. Certainly. 

Mr. WEBSTER. The distinguished member 
from Michigan [Mr. Cass] is kind enough to al- 


low me an opportunity of saying,“that I have no |) 
desire to oppose this resolution of the honorable | 
member from Mississippi, if {anybody thinks it 
necessary, or would be useful. But, from what I ;; 


|: prepared to say, that as long as I have a vote to 
| give, I will faithfully carry out the spirit of the |; 
|! articles of annexation; and I will not look behind | 


have seen, sir, and from what we have all seen | 


and heard, within the last month, my own per: 
suasion is, that no benefit?is likely to arise irom | 


any attempt to draw up a series of resolutions for 


the settlement of all the questions now in agita- | 


tion. I see no hope that such a series of resolu- 
tions would pass the two Houses of Congress. 
Atthe close of my remarks on Thursday, I sig- 


į! guaranties. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘Thegresolution of | 
‘| indications here, that he was not, For myself, | 


| nifed that I should take an opportunity; as early 


‘as might be “convenient, consistently with the 
! rights of others, to say what I had to say on the 
| subject immediately embraced by the resolution 
of the chairman of the Committee on the Territo- 
ries, [Mr. Dovexas,] and the améndment pro- 
posed to it hy the honorable member from Mis- 
souri, [Mr. Benron.] Upon the direct subject of 
the admission of California, under the circum- 
stances, I have not a particle of doubt. I am 
clear in thé opinion, that the true course—and the 
only course of proceeding efficiently—is to keep 
that measure separate; and I am prepared to vote 
for the admission of California exactly as she pre- 
sents herself, with her boundaries precisely as 
they are; and | hope, ina very short course of 
observations addressed to the Senate, to show, 
that if the question were now here before us, and 
we were ourselves to prescribe boundaries for Cal- | 
ifornia, we could not make any boundaries for 
that State better than are provided for by her 
own constitution. In order to make out this, I 
propose to say something upon the nature of the 
country, the extent of the territory, and whatsoever 
else may appropriately belong to the question 
of the boundaries of States in that quarter of the 
world. In short, I incline to think it expedient— 
quite expedient—to proceed in that course of le- 


is message transmitting the constitution of Cali- 
fornia. 

Mr. CASS. On this subject, sir, I agree pre- 
cisely with what was said by the distinguished 
Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Cray.] I shall 
vote for the reference. I should vote for almost | 
any proposition that had the appearance of bring- 
ing this country into harmony upon this perplex- 
ing question—almost any proposition that may be 
submitted, that has even the appearance of sucha 
result, I do not see any possible objection to this 
course. It commits no one. Kis simply an in- 
i struction to a committee to inquire into what can 
| be done. 

It does not suspend the operation of the Senate 
latall. Its discussions, its debates, its votes, will 
i goon, as though this question had not been sub- 
| mitted to a committee. It is one chance more for 
| terminating this fearful controversy. J agree, too, 
, with the Senator from Kentucky, in that my hopes 
| are not strong as to any favorable result to grow 
i out of this committee. The chances have been 
much diminished by the vote taken on yesterday. 
| If that vote contained any indication of the feel- 
ing in this chamber, with regard to the committee 
itself, and the benefit to result from it, I am sorry to 
say, that I can anticipate very little good from the 
proposition of the Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. 
Foors,] relative to the resolutions prepared with | 
great care, and submitted with greatgood sense and | 
excellent good feeling such as have always distin- | 
guished the Senator from Tennessee, [Mr. BELL.] 
For myself, I am not prepared to say what my views 
will be upon this whole matter. They are not yet 
formed. Isay, merely, that this course holds out | 
one hope the more, and is, therefore, well worthy 
of adoption. Sofar as respects the proposition 
connected with Texas, Iam myself prepared to 
consider it in a spirit of fairness and liberality. 
The honorable Senator from Tennessee [Mr. Be] 
has said, that a doubt has been suggested with 
respect to the disposition of this Senate, and per- 
haps of the country, to carry into effect the Texas 
I believed that that gentleman was | 
I am sorry to find, from various | 


wholly in error. 


without going into the great question atall, I am 


islation which the President has suggested, in |, 


country; and from the zeal, and energy, and abil- 
ity, with which he has long advocated the cause of 
| the South, he has almost rendered. himself the rep- 
resentative of southern opinions. When, inthe 
name of that section. of country, he advanced 
claims which, if persisted in, would have prè- 
sented insurmountable obstacles to the amicable 
adjustment of these difficulties, the Senator from 
Mississippi came forward to disavow the senti- 
ments thus advanced. He came asa messenger of 
peace, to pour oil upon the troubled waters. He 
deserves the gratitude of the country: for this noble 
effort. I must confess, my own impressions agreed 
with the impressions of the honorable Senator 
from Mississippi. I thought the speech of the 
Senator from South Carolina was calculated to 
produce most unfavorable results. 

I listened, Mr. President, with great regret, to 
the speech of the distinguished Senator from South 
Carolina, [Mr. Catuoun.] I am not going to 
criticise Ic—my great respect for that gentleman 
will prevent me from doing so. 1 will merely say, 
that there was a strange collection of facts, as well 
as a strange collocation of them, and that these 
were followed by strange conclusions. I think, 
Mr. President, I may say, and. l imagine this 
feeling is general in the Senate, that a sombre hue 
pervaded his whole speech, in consequence of its 
being prepared in the recesses of a sick chamber. 
Had he been able to walk abroad in the light of 
heaven, and felt the breezes blowing upon him, I 
am sure his remarks would. not have been as 
gloomy, nor the results. as desponding. We have 
all felt this, sir, and know how to sympathize 
with him. 

{ repeat, that I am not going to criticise the 
speech of the honorable Senator; but there was , 
one expression, | remember, which grated harshly 
upon my ear. Ele denominated Washington the 
illustrious southerner! Not the renowned warrior 
—not the eminent statesman—not the distinguished 
citizen—not the great American—not the beloved 
| Virginian—but the illustrious southerner! Our 
| Washington—the Washington of our whole coun- 
try—receives in this Senate the epithet of “south- 
erner,”? as if the glory of his name and fame could 
be divided or assigned to a single section of his 
beloved country—as if that great man, whose dis- 
tinguished characteristic was his attachment to his 
country, and his whole country, who was so well 
known, and who, more than any one, deprecated 
all sectional feeling and all sectional action—loved 
Georgia better than he loved New Hampshire, 
| because he happened to be born on the southern 
| bank of the Potomac. 1 repeat, sir, that I heard 

with great pain, that cxpression from the distin- 
guished Senator from South Carolina, 

I heard the disavowal of the honorable Senator 
from Mississippi [Mr. Foote] with the more grata 
| ification, because it was followed by an explana~ 
i tion from the distinguished Senator from South 
| Carolina, [Mr. Cantoun,] which, though it did 
not remove my apprehensions, certainly dimin- 
ished them. If the impression which I, as well as 
many others, received, respecting the nature of 
these propositions, was correct, the handwriting 
upon the wall, “God hath numbered thy king- 
dom and finished it,” annéunced with no more 
certainty to the wondering King of Babylon the 
, destruction of his empire, and the termination of 
i his life, than would these propositions—if the con- 

tinuance of our Union depended upon their adop- 
tion—have announced that, “God hath numbered 
| our Republic and finished it.” To what new 
| Medes and Persians we should have been deliv- 
ered, is known only to Him who holds in his-hands 


their guaranties. T will abide by them, and lam | 
prepared at all times to say so. 

But however this proposition may terminate, I 
think the country is under lasting obligation to the 
Senator from Mississippi for his efforts to ter- 
minate the existing difficulties. While he has 


country, he has proved himself true to the whole 
country. Hehas stood up manfully for the rights 
of the South, but he has stood up, also, for the 
obligations of the Constitution. And I must say, 
too, that I have seldom seen an instance of greater 
moral courage than has been displayed by him. 
The distinguished Senator from South Carolina 
occupies, we all know, a high position in the 


ji 
ij 
j 


proved himself truc to his own section of the | 


the fate of nations. 

We have been three months here, and what have 
- we done? Nothing. We have not passed a single 
‘law of the least national importance. We have 
| occupied the whole time by the discussion of this 
| question, and no practical result’ has been attain- 
| ed; and present appearances do not indicate that 
' such a result is near. But, though we have done 
+; nothing, we have ascertained that some things can- 
| not bedone. We have'ascertained (I think I may 
say with certainty) that no Wilmot proviso can be 
passed through this Congress. That measure is 
| dead. It is the latest, and I hope it is the last, at- 
| tempt that will be made to interfere with the right 
| of self-government within the limits of this Repub- 
i Hie. I think we may also say, that no Missouri 
| compromise line can pass, and that no one expects 
| or desires that it should pass. 
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Mr. President, what was the compromise line? 
Allow me to read the law which established it : 

t Sec. 8. Andhe it further enacted, That in all that ter- 
ritory ceded by France to the United States, under the 
name of Louisiana, whieh Hes north of thirty-six degrees 
and thirty minutes north latitude, not included within the 
limits of the State contemplated by this act, slavery and | 
involuntary servitude, otherwise than in the punishment of 
erimes, whereof the parties shall have been duly convicted, 
shall be, and is hereby, forever prohibited.” 

Now, sir, what is that provision? It is inter- 
vention north of the line of 36° 30’, and non-in- 
tervention south of that line. Why, sir, there is 
not one southern Senator on this floor, and not 
one southern member of the other house, nor in- 
deed a southern man who understands the subject, 
who would accept that line as a proper settlement 
of this question. 

Mr. FOOTE, (in his seat.) I would not. 

Mr. CASS. Why, sir, the whole doctrine of 
equal rights and of non-intervention is taken away 
by it at once. Why, sir, putting out of view the 
constitutional objections to such an arrangement, 
it gives the South nothing, while it prohibits the 
people north of 36° 30’ from exercising their own 
will upon the subject. The true doctrine of non- 
intervention leaves the whole question to the peo- 
ple, and does not divide their right of decision by 
a parallel of latitude. If they choose to have sla- 
very north of that line, they can have it. 

Mr. CALHOUN, (in his seat.) We are very 
competent to judge of that matter ourselves. 

Mr. CASS. Is there a Senator on this floor 
who would accept of a proposition to apply the 
principle of non-intervention to a part of the terri- 
tory, leaving to the people of the other portion to | 
do as they please? No, sir; there is not a south- 
ern Senator here who would vote for it. I will 
tell you, what would be voted for, has already 
been announced—a law declaratory, mandatory, 
or permissory, for the establishment of slavery 
south of the line of 369 30. The distinguished | 
Senator from South Carolina might be willing to 
accept a declaration that slavery does now exist, 
or that it shall exist, or may exist, south of a cer- 
tain line; but I take it for granted that no Senator | 
from the South would be willing to abandon the 
ground of non-intervention, withoutsome provision 
like that. 

Mr. FOOTE. Permit me freely to say, that I 
would no sooner vote fora southern Wilmot pro- 
viso than l would for a northern one. I rely, and 
am content to rely, upon the Constitution. i was 
not convinced by the argument of the Senator | 
from South Carolina, of the necessity, or expedi- 
ency of going further than that. I rely with en- 
tire confidence, upon our rights under the Consti- 
tution, and the treaty by which the territories 
were acquired, Task for no legislation upon the 
subject, but simply that the whole matter be let 
alone. I ask nothing but the doctrine of non- 
intervention. | 

Mr. CASS. Mr. President, I will not argue 
this point. 1 was about to say, that what the law | 
is, isa question for the decision of the judiciary; 
but what the law shall be, belongs to the legis- 
lative department to declare. If we have the power | 
to pass a law declaring the existence of slavery, | 
which is to be attended with any practical result, 
we necessarily possess jurisdiction over the whole | 
subject-matter. We have the same power to pass || 
amandatory law, commanding the existence of 
slavery, as a declaratory one, recognizing its exist- 
ence. And I will appeal to every Senator, north- 
ern or Southern, eastern or western, if there is 
any probability—I may say, possibility—of sucha 
law passing this Congress? No one asks it—no 
one expectsit. ‘The Missouri compromise line is, 
therefore, as much out of the question as the 
Wilmot proviso. The factis, Mr. President, it is 
not any way applicable to the existing state of | 
things, though it was applicable to the country 
when it was established, because slavery was then 
an existing institution, and it was left in force 
south of 36° 30. Insuperable objections, there- 
fore, exist to such an arrangement, where the con- 
dition of the country is entirely changed. 

_ Well, then, Mr. President, if these things are 
impossible—if they cannot be done—it remains to 
inquire what it is in our power to do. 

My own opinion is, sir, that we should take up | 
the bill for the recapture of fugitive slaves, reported | 
by the Judiciary Committee. I am disposed to | 
suspend all our discussions, and to jay aside all | 
other business, with a view to act upon that bill, |; 


y 


if] 
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without ‘unnecessary delay, and to passit in such | 
form as would be acceptable to a majority of this | 
body. ‘That isa point upon which the South feels | 
most acutely, and in regard to which it has the 
most serious cause of complaint. I have heard but 
one man in this body deny the existence of this 
evil, or the justice and necessity of providing an 
adequate remedy. g 

The act of 1793 provided that the State magis- 
trates in the various cities and counties of the 
Union should carry that law into effect. This 
provision has been since rendered nugatory, as 
these officers will not now act, and consequently 
the judges of the United States alone have juris- 
diction over the subject. They are not enough 
for that purpose, and the law, therefore, requires 
an amendment. 1, for one, am willing to take up 
the subject, and provide the necessary means of 
carrying the provision of the Constitution into full 
effect. Such a procedure would have the very 
best effect upon the South at this time. It would | 
be a pledge of our sincerity, and of our desire to 
do justice to that great section of our common 
country. 

If I understood the Senator from New York, 
(Mr. Sewarp,] he intimated his belief that it 
was immoral to carry into effect the provision 
of the Constitution for the recapture of fugitive 
slaves. That, sir, is a very strange view of the 
duties of a Senator in this body. No man should 
come here who believes that ours is an immoral 
Constitution; no man should come here, and, by 
the solemn sanction of an oath, promise to sup- 
port an immoral Constitution. No man is com- 
pelled to take an oath to support it. He may live 
In this country, and believe what he chooses with 
regard to the Constitution; but he has no right, 
as an honest man, to seek office, and obtain it, 
and then talk about its being so immoral that he 
cannot fulfill its obligations. It is the duty of 
every man, who has sworn to support the Consti- 
tution, fairly to carry its provisions into effect; and 
no man can stand up before his fellow-citizens and 
maintain any other doctrine, whatever reasons he 
may urge in his vindication. 

In one of the most disingenuous portions of the 
speech of the honorable Senator from New York, 
{Mr. Sewarp]—which itself was one of the most 
disingenuous L have ever heard—he speaks of 
‘slavery having a reliable and accommodating ally 
in a party of the free States,” and he says he 


slavery.” ` 

Now, I ask the Senator from New York, if he 
believes there is a man in this Senate from the 
North, whose course is influenced by his fidelity 
to slavery; and if he does, what right he has to 
cast odium upon gentlemen who are associated 
with bim in the high duties which belong to his 
position? 

Mr. SEWARD. The Senator addresses a ques- 
tion to me, and I rise for no other purpose than to 
answer it. I think it was Mr. Jefferson who said 
that the natural ally of slavery in the South, was 
the Democracy of the North, 

A Senator. It was Mr. Buchanan. 

Mr. SEWARD. I have heard it attributed to 
Mr. Jefferson. However this may be, | believe 
it. Lassail the motives of no Senator. Jam not 
to be drawn into personal altercations by any in- 
terrogatories addressed tome. I acknowledge the 
patriotism, the wisdom, the purity of every mem- 
ber of thisbody. Inever have assailed the motives 
of honorable Senators in any instance, I never shall. | 
When my own are assailed, I stand upon my own | 
position. My life and acts must speak for me. | 
shall not be my own defender or advocate. 

Mr. FOOTE. Do I understand the Senator 
from New York as saying Mr. Jefferson asserted 
that the northern Democracy was the natural ally 
of slavery? He never said such a word. 

Mr. CASS. I will not touch upon that ques- 


1 
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relation to another point—and that is, if he meant 
itin the sense which Mr. Jefferson, or whoever 
may have used it, intended? The one was in- 
tended as a commendation for their attachment to | 
constitutional principles—the other as a slur upon 
a great party. i i 

Mr. SEWARD. | answer promptly and freely: 
Thad_ no purpose of casting reproach upon, or of 
reflecting upon, any member of this body, or upon 
any person anywhere. The remark had-no such 
connection. I ask leave now to say, that such as 


j 
i 


“ bears witness to its fidelity to the interests of | 


tion; but I willask the Senator from New York in | 


|; terfere with that arrangement. 
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: I described, is, in my view, the political organiza- 
i tion of the parties of this country; that slavery has 
‘the support, the toleration (given honestly, and 


| from patriotic motives, | admit) of the party to 
4 which I referred; and that its alliance with slavery 


| constitutes its tower of strength. On the other 
hand, the party to which Ibelong, is a party which 
is more distinctly identified with the progress of 
the sentiment of freedom or emancipation, and 
therefore it is weaker in its alliances with the South. 
: I again disavow, as I always shall, any reflections 
upon the conduct of Senators here. I know the 
motives which govern me. I have no reason to 
question—I never do question—the motives of 
others with whom I am associated. 

Mr. DAWSON, (interposing.) Will the Sena- 
| tor permit me to inquire if I understood him to 

say this: that these were the sentiments of the 
| party to which he belongs? I want to know if he 
i claims to belong to the Whig party? (Laughter.) 
If he does, it will be known to every true Whig that 
| Ido not belong to his party; and | hope that when 
he speaks for the party to which he belongs, he 
will not put under his banner the Whig party of 
the United States, the conservative party of this 
country, together with the Democratic party, 
which I admit to be conservative too. 

Mr. SEWARD. I will not detain the honora- 
ble Senator from Michigan with categorical re- 
plies to my friend from Georgia, [Mr. Dawson.] 
I pretend to speak no man’s sentiments, and for 
no man but myself. Iam a citizen of the United 
States. My duty is to promote the welfare, in- 
terest, and happiness of the people of the United 
States; and I hold, that Ican do so in no effectual 
way by going alone and independent. That is 
always the error of schismatics. ‘Therefore, in 
the discharge of my duty, I ally myself to sucha 
party as I find most approximate to the principles 
and sentiments that I entertain. I wiil do the 
Whig party the justice or the injustice to say, that 
L have been a member of it all my active life; and 
{ will do it the great disservice to say, that no 
matter what may happen, and who may put me 
under the ban, | shall be the last to leave it, how- 
ever individuals may disown me or the principles I 
maintain. I shall adhere to it, because I think, of 
| the two great parties it is the most devoted Lo the 
| cause of freedom and emancipation. 1 will, how- 
|| ever, do the Whig party the justice, if it be such, 
j to say that these sentiments of mine upon that 
| point, are not in accordance with the sentiments of 
| that party throughout the whole country—that I 
do not profess to speak for it, but for myself alone. 
I have, however, great hopes that the Whig party, 
and the party claiming to be the party of progress, 
: to which I refer, and ultimately all partes, wilt 
| come to precisely the same conclusions which are 
the guide and governing principles of my own 
conduct. 

Mr. CASS, (resuming.) I was going to remark 
that, with respect to the creed of the Whig party, 
or the orthodoxy of the Senator from New York, 
| it is a matter with which I have no concern; but 
| with respect to progress, I have something to say. 
| My progress is within the Constitution. My age 
of progress is circumscribed there. If the Senator 
from New York is going out of it, I do not believe 
in his progress at all. No, sir! My object is to 
support the Constitution which, under God, is the 
source of our prosperity and happiness. 

Mr. SEWARD, (in his seat.) That is mine. 

Mr. CASS. The Senator from New York says, 
that also is his object. If it is, I think he has a 
very strange way of showing it, by pronouncing 
it immoral, and denying the validity of its obliga- 
ions. It would last scarcely a day, if that Sena- 
i tor, with this avowed principle of action, had the 
: direction of the Government. Ido not say that it 
! would be dissolved immediately, but the seeds of 
dissolution would be sown, and would ripen into 
a harvest of misfortune as speedily as the rankest 
vegetation gains maturity under a tropical sun. 
| The honorable Senator from Ilinois (Mr. Doua- 
| Las] has the floor to-day, and I do not wish to in- 
I have not con- 
i cluded my remarks, and I would move to postpone 
| the further consideration of this subject until to- 
| morrow, at half-past twelve o’clock. 

Mr. CALHOUN. I havea few words to say 
| in reply to the observations of the Senator from 
| Michigan, and, as it is in reference to a point of 
some importance, I desire that what I say shall go 
out with his remarks. I regret very much that 


i 
i 
i 
i 
7 
i 
i 


| 
| 


it 
i 
1 


1850. 


. THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


the state of my health does not permit me to enter 
fully into the argument, and. that [ shall be under 
the necessity of economizing my words, as well as 
my strength. 

Mr. President, the’Senator could not have 
heard me with more regret, make the declaration 
to which he has alluded, than I have heard him 
this morning make the declaration which he has 
made. Sir, the Senator and myself have.two dis- 
tinct and different. conceptions as to the mode of 
saving this Union. His whole course has been a 
course of pailiatives. And, sir, of all courses, 
that is far the worst. Why, sir, you might as 
well treat a cancer, thatis about striking into a 
vital part, with palliatives, as to treat this question 
with palliatives. No, sir! my idea has been from 
the first, that it was a disease that would be fatal 
if not finally arrested; and I have acted upon that 
impression. If Lam wrong, it is because the im- 
pression is wrong; and in order to arrest it, it is 
necessary at every stage of it, to understand the 
real causes and progress of the disease, and the 
causes by which it endangers the Union. In my 
late speech, which the Senator has heard with 
such profound regret-—and I am amazed that my 
meaning should be so utterly misunderstood by 
the honorable Senator from Michigan—I stated 
simply, and in as few words as 1 could, what 
would certainly, according to my judgment, save 
the Union, promote conciliation, and restore har- 
mony and good feeling throughout all sections of 
the Union. That was the amount of what I said. 
Now, I ask, can the Senator believe that the South 
is safe, while one portion of the community hold 
entire possession of the power of the Government, 
to wield it for their own benefit, in any manner 
they please, and while they see fit to interfere be- 
tween the two sections of the Union? Can any 
man believe that the South is safe while this state 
of things exists? No man can say that he be- 
lieves it. 1 do not, at least; and, therefore, all the 
wonder of the honorable Senator upon that point 
may cease, But the Senator says, itis impossible 
to comply with the requisition of giving us a new 
constitutional guaranty. Well, that very decla- 
ration goes to show-—— 

Mr. CASS. The honorable Senator entirely 
mistakes. I certainly did not say anything of the 
kind, : 

Mr. CALHOUN. I said, in my remarks the 
other day, that such amendment in the Constitu- 
tion must be made as would give to the South—— 

Mr. CASS. The Senator will pardon me, I 
have not alluded to the subject of an amendment 
to the Constitution. I was coming to it, however, 
and should have spoken of it before concluding 
my remarks. I should prefer, therefore, that the 
distinguished Senator from South Carolina should 
hear me before he undertakes to reply. 

Mr. CALHOUN. L[understood the argument 
of the Senator as leading to that. 

Mr. CASS. I hope the honorable Senator will 
defer his remarks until to-morrow morning. 

Mr. CALHOUN. 1 do not know that an op- 

ortunity will then be afforded me of saying what 
desire to say upon this point, The Senator 
says that new guaranties cannot be given by 
amendments to be made in the Constitution. Sir, 
Linsist that that is the legal and constitutional 
mode—it is the mode pointed owt by the Constitu- 
tion itself, Why, who ever before heard of such 
a suggestion as, that to amend the Constitution 
would be treason? It shows a state of feeling 
existing in the mind of the Senator which, in my 
opinion, is inconsistent with judicious action. 

Lintended to branch off here, and to show, that 
the distinguished Senator, if this Union is ever to 
be dissolved, will have contributed his full share 
to its dissolution; that the very entanglement we 
are now in, originated in the last Presidential elec- 
tion, and, as [ think I have demonstrated, origin- 
ated in a violation of the Constitution, and ina 
violation and disregard of the sovereignty of the 
States. Whenever the Senator chooses to go into 
a discussion upon this point, I am ready to meet 
him. 

Mr. President, I must necessarily abbreviate 
what | have to say. The distinguished Senator 
heard me with painful feelings designate Washing- 
ton as the illustrious Southerner. Why, the Sen- 
ator ought to remember, that every effort has been 
made to take Washington out of our hands; but it 
seems that the morality of the present time is, that 
the assailant is perfectly innoggnt, and the assailed 


i 
t 
i 


theonly guilty party. Yes, sir! it was endeavored 
to take him out of our hands; and we are to be 
| stigmatized as disunionists, and his message—his 
farewell address—to be quoted against us, while I 
venture to assert, that the greater part of that mes- 
sage bears directly upon the assailants, and not the 
assailed. It was to meet this, that I reminded the 
Senate and the world—an# rightly reminded them 
—that Washington was an illustrious Southerner; 
he was not the less an illustrious American; but I 
must say, that the whole proceeding here, for the 
last fifteen years, has been such that, if carried out 
and consummated, as it will be, unless some defi- 
nite understanding is arrived at, the end of the 
whole will be the holding up of Washington as a 
miserable slaveholder. I do not insinuate that 
Washington should be regarded exclusively as a 
southern man; I only say, we have a rightto claim 
him as an illustrious Southerner, for he was a 
southern man—a southern planter—and we do not 
intend that he shall be taken out of our hands. 

Mr. President, with these remarks, I will con- 
tent myself for the present, without detaining the 
Senate further. i 

Mr. CASS. One word, Mr. President, for I do 
not wish@o be misunderstood: I have not uttered 
a syllable in regard to the Constitution, or the con- 
stitutional amendment suggested by the distin- 
guished Senator from South Carolina—not a word. 
The honorable Senator supposed that I had ar- 
raigned him for seeking a constitutional amend- 
ment. Such an idea never entered my head; and 
allow me to tell the Senator, that that was not the 
difficulty at all. 

Mr. CALHOUN. What was it, then? 

Mr. CASS. The ground upon which it was 
put by the honorable Senator was, that if @ guar- 
anty were not given to the South, by an amend- 
ment to be made to the Constitution, it would be 
fatal to the country. 

Mr. CALHOUN. Certainly; it would, in the 
end, be fatal. 

Mr. CASS. But the honorable Senator said it 
must be done immediately, or it would be fatal to 
the interests of the country. 

Mr. CALHOUN. No, sir; that is not the lan- 
guage I used. 

Mr. CASS. I beg the honorable Senator’s par- 
don; itis so stated in the speech: “ If the question 
“is not now settled,” says the Senator, “it is un- 
‘ certain whether it can ever be settled hereafter.” 

Mr. CALHOUN. Certainly. 

Mr. CASS. And one of the processes by which 
it is to be done is, by amending the Constitution. 
There were two points stated by the honorable 
Senator. One was, that there must be an amend- 
ment made to the Constitution—and I merely men- 
tion this because it excited some surprise In my 
mind—and the other, that the admission of Cali- 
fornia be made a test question. 

Mr. CALHOUN. Certainly. 

Mr. CASS. That if California were admitted, 
it would be followed by a dissolution of the Union. 

Mr. CALHOUN. No, sir. I wish the Sena- 
tor would read the remarks I made in reference to 
that point. 

Mr. CASS. I will read them, sir, with pleasure: 

í if the question is not now settled, 't 15 uncertain whether 
it ever ean hereafter be; and we, as the representatives of 
the States of this Union, regarded as governments, should 
come to a distinet understanding as to our respec i 
in order to ascertain whether the great questions at issue can 
be settled or not. If you who represeut the stronger por- 
tion, cannot agree to settle them on the broad principles of | 
justice and duty, Say 803 and let the Stites we both repre- j 
sent agree to separate and part in peace. If you are un- j 
willing we showd part in peace, tell usso, and we shall know 
what to do when you reduce the question to submission or 
resistance. If you remain silent, you will compel us to in- 
fer what you intend. In that case, California will become 
the test question.”” 

Mr, CALHOUN. Read on—read the whole. 

Mr. CASS. I will, sir. 

“Tf you admit her, under all the difficultics that oppose 
her admission, you compet us to infer that you intend to 
exclude us froin the whole of the acquired territorie~, with 
the intention of destroying, irretrievably, the equilibriam | 
between the two sections. We would be blind not to per- 
| ceive, in that case, that your real objects are power and 
: aggrandizement, and infatuated not to act accordingly.” | 


: Now, is there a Senator here who does not know 
‘what that means? I do not affirm that it is ob- } 
| jectionable to propose an amendment to the Con- 

i stitution. Far from it—that is one of the most | 


of California, according to the honorable Senator, 
| is to be made a test question; and it went to my | 
| heart’s core when I heard the declaration, for I 


| harmless things in the world; but the admission 
| 


knew very well, if that was to be a test question— 
if such was the sentiment of the South—the Union 
was gone. An immediate amendment of the Con- 
stitution, I consider almost impossible. Ido not 
say that amendments may not be made; but. it 
should be done anly under the pressure of extreme 
cases, and extreme difficulties; for if we com- 
mence to make changes and alterations, he who is 
the Ruler of nations, alone knows what changes 
may be made, and what sort of a Government this 
will become. 

In commenting on the honorable Senator’s re- 
marks, I have connected these two subjects—the 
amendment of the Constitution now or at a rea- 
sonable time, and the point that was made by him, 
that the admission of California was to be a test 
question. 

Mr. CALHOUN. I must say there has been a 
strong disposition manifested on the part of the 
honorable Senator, to misconstrue my expres- 
sions—and plain expressions they are. The Sen- 
ator says I asserted, that a dissolution of the 
Union would follow the admission of California. 
I did not assert that. I stated that it ought to be 
considered a test question; but I Jeave it to m 
constituents to determine what course they will 
take. Let the gentleman give the words I used, 
and I am willing to stand by them; but he must 
not expect me to be responsible for his interpreta- 
tion of them. Well, in regard to the word ‘now,’ 
I did not intend to be understood as asserting that 
the amendment must be made instanter, but that 
an indication should be given now, that such 
amendment would be agreed to, and let it then be 
carried through the ordinary process. 

Mr. FOOTE. I promise not to occupy the at- 
tention of the Senate long. Senators will perceive 
that my position is rather a peculiar one. I am 
certainly exposed to misapprehension, in conse- 
quence of what has fallen from the honorable Seng- 
tor from South Carolina, if I do not make some 
explanation. He undertakes to express surprise 
at the course I have pursued, in protesting against 
certain portions of his speech the other day, when 
he must know, that there are but few persons, 
here or anywhere, who do not understand the 
speech of the honorable Senator precisely as I 
understand it—nor a member of the other House 
who did not understand it in the same way. In 
fact, I have onty declared what is the plain inter- 
pretation of the speech. But the honorable Sena- 
tor is surprised that I should take the liberty of 
guarding myself, and those associated with him 
in this great contest, against that misconstruction 
of our motives and plans, which I did believe 
would arise in the public mind, if no seasonable 
effort were made to guard against it. Why, siryt 
hoped, as I said at the time, in giving the honor- 
able Senator an opportunity to explain, thata ready 
explanation would be afforded, that would satisfy 
the country. ButI must say, his explanation was 
not entirely satisfactory to me or to others; for what 
do we now hear from the honorable Senator? 
He frankly avows that he did intend to raise an 
additional issue—a new issue—without consulting 
other Senators from the South, who were equally 
involved in this contest, with himself, and who 
were entitled to be conferred with, before so im- 
portant a movement was hazarded. This issue 
has not been openly made known to any portion 
of the South; nor is any one here, besides the 
honorable Senator himself, able at this moment to 
make known the precise constitutional amendment 
at which the honorable gentleman is aiming. I 
have said, and must continue to say, that the hon- 
orable gentleman, throughout this proceeding, has 
notacted with his accustomed discretion, and,with~ 
out intending it, has done serious injustice to some 
of his most confiding friends, in undertaking” -to 
make an issue of this sort—of this vital character— 
without consulting them beforehand. To speak 
plainly, I almost felt that a noose was put around 
my neck, while asleep, and without having ante- 
cedently obtained my. consent. Never did the 
honorable Senator, on any, former occasion, an= 
nounce the necessity of raising this new issue; and 
the whole country will be found entirely unpre- 

ared for it. Now, sir, what would be the prob- 
able effect of the honorable Senator’s conduct in 
this affair, had L not interposed in the manner now 
complained of? The honorable Senator has had 
itin his power for several years past, to propose 
the amendment of the Constitution, of which he 
seems now solicitous; but he has made no suen 
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movement, nor intimated his intention to do so at 
any future time. He knows well, that the meet- 
ing of the great Nashville Convention is but little 
more ‘than two months distant, and that, mean- 
while, this contest between the free and slave“ 
States of the Union, is waxing still warmer and |: 
more “warm—that the excitement on the unad- || 
justed questions, growing out of the subject of |! 
slavery, is becoming évery day more and more 
intense.: Yet he has deliberately undertaken to 
throw this new issue before the country, when he |; 
knows that it is only calculated to increase our 
difficulties, add to the existing irritation, and post- 
pone, if not utterly defeat, all satisfactory settle- ‘|| 
ment. Meanwhile, the Honorable Senator is not |} 
only engaged in thus obstructing all compromise, 
but is heard to denounce the very name of com- 
promise. He is actively opposing, at this mo- 
ment, the raising of the committee of thirteen, 
proposed by me. 

Now he must know, that if, in the next two 
months, something is not done, the Nashville Con- 
vention will have all the questions, which are at 
present the subject of discussion here, before that || 
high tribunal for final decision—at least so far as |} 
the South is concerned. Does he not perceive, that | 
the very delay which he is now producing, may | 
devolve upon that body a most fearful responsibili- |} 
ty, only to be avoided, if possible, consistently with |! 
southern honor and southern safety? Suppose | 
the excitement to which I have alluded continue || 
its progress, and that certain healing influences had i 
not been interposed—as I rejoice that they have | 
been—suppose rio such conciliatory and patriotic 
speeches as have emanated from gentlemen in both 
houses of Congress had been made—tI appeal to 
the Senator, and to all men, if the Nashville Con- 
vention had been permitted to assemble, with this 
new issue submitted to them under such circum- 
stances, whether it is not likely that the honorable 
Senator’s influence would have been potential i 
enough to induce the convention to demand that 
such a change in the Constitution as he desires 
should be accorded? Had such a demand as an || 
amendment of the Constitution been made, does 
not the Senator well know that it would have been, |i 
in the present temper of the public mind, wholly 
impossible to be effected? And had the demand 
been formally made and refused, does he doubt— | 
does any one doubt—that a disSolution of the || 
Union would have occurred? 1 do not charge im- 
proper motives to the honorable Senåtor—} never || 

ave done so; yet I hold it not improper for me to |i 
express surprise, that the honorable Senator should | 
have failed to place the only interpretation upon | 
his own words of which they seemed susceptible. | 
The Senator knows that no man is more devoted il 
to the South than I am; but I admit the right of no |! 
man to make a grave issue for the people whom F |! 
represent here, or for myself, without consulting 
either them or me, especially if, in my judgment, !! 
that issue not only puts the Union in serious and | 
unnecessary danger, (whether intended or not,) 
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| ports. 


‘i the North in treachery. 


ever made. I make my speeches for myself. 
When my friends called ‘upon me in my room, I 
would propose. some interrogatories to them; but 
I did not suppose that I could not come up here 


sent of the Senator from Mississippi. 
Mr. FOOTE, (interposing.) I did not say that 


But I do say that he was bound to con- 
sult us, who have an equal interest with him in 
this matter, before he made a new issue upon the 
subject. 

While I am up, f will state a fact, which the 
Senator, perhaps, does not know—that, as soon 
as his speech was received in St. Louis, a large 
meeting was called, and resolutions passed, in 


| which it was declared, that the charges. made 


against him by the Senator from Missouri [Mr. 


event which the honorable Senator from South 
Carolina could not deplore more than I should, as 
he well knows. Fs not that weakening our cause? 

Mr. CALHOUN. Was it not a telegraphic 
report ? 

Mr. FOOTE. 1 believe it was. 

Mr. CALHOUN. 
Mr. President, it is a commen trick to 
send out telegraphic reports, and letters with them, 
and as soon as possible—perhaps in advance of 
the speeches and movements made—before the 
truth can be known, Well, sir, L think the Sen- 


of not being consulted. 
Mr. FOOTE, (in his seat.) ;Never, sir—never. 
Mr. CALHOUN. He makes movements in 
which he does not ask the assistance of all his 


| friends. He says he knows the opinions of all the 
Senators upon this floor, except two or three. But | 


l say to him that I know, on the contrary, five or 
six who differ from him. 

Mr. FOOTE, (in his seat.) I said that I knew 
the opinions of most of them; but I know that 


against me on yesterday, and I knew from that 
they did not agree with me. 


habit of consulting them, than I am. 


with everybody. 
Mr. CALHOUN. 

good terms with those who wish to cut my throat. 

The honorable Senator from New York justifies 


social intercourse with such as these. 

Mr. FOOTE, (in his seat.) Ithink he [Mr. 
Sewarp] will have to be given up. 

Mr. CALHOUN. 


tors—say good morning, and shake hands with 


i them—but that isthe extent of my intercourse 
with those who I think are endangering the Union. | 
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but subjects the cause, which I have been so long || 
endeavoring to sustain, to certain overthrow. | 

The honorable Senator from Hlinois will please | 
accept my thanks for the courtesy exercised by |! 
him, in allowing me this opportunity of explana- 
tion. 

„Mr. CALHOUN. The Senator from Missis- | 
sippi, in his ardor, much mistakes. He has just |; 
declared, solemnly, that I was engaged—as if he ' 
Knew the fact—in preparing a compromise, and |; 
was also opposed to this committee. Hi 

Mr. FOOTE. Has the honorable Senator not | 
told me that he was opposed to this committee? |! 
Did he not say to others that he was opposed to | 
it? This is a fact which he cannot deny. ‘| 

Mr. CALHOUN. Iam opposed to raising a | 
committee at the present time; but I have inva- i 
riably said, that if any gentleman desired to have |: 
a committee at the close of the debate, I would | 
not oppose it. 

I appeal to my colleague—to my friends around || 
me—if that has not been my position. Now, sir, ` 
I trast this controversy will not be carried further. 

Mr. FOOTE, (interposing.) I did not intend 
to have ever renewed this contest with the honor- 
able Senator; but it has been forced upon me by |: 
circumstances. It is painful for me to disagree ji 
with that Senator. i 

Mr. CALHOUN. The Senator complains that || 

Tdid not consult him upon my speech. Well, sir, | 
l never did consult any man upon any speech I |} 
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Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. If the honorable 
Senator from Ilinois will allow me a few mo- 
ments—— 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I have given way half a 
dozen times already; but if the honorable Senator 
makes the request, | will give way. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 


make, and other business which should be attended 
to, and which might be transacted in the morning 
hour. Ido not intend to consume the time of the 
Senator from Hlinois, or now to enter into any dis- 


the Senator from South Carolina delivered his 
speech, I did not understand it as it has been con- 
strued in the debate of this morning. The Sena- 


tor said, that to finally and forever settle this :; 
question, certain things were necessary, which the Í 


North could easily provide. This I believed. 
These certain things were, he said, to do Justice, 
by conceding to the South an equal right in the ac- 
quired territory—so I think: to do her duty by 
to be faithfully fulfilled; to cease the agitation of 
the slave question—these I think necess 
sure tranquillity: to provide, 
Constitution, for atrestoratio 


the equilibrium between the section 
Events, however unwillingly, 
me the conviction, 


s was destroyed. 
have forced upon 
that such additional protec- 


li 
f 
j 
i 
pete ! : 
to express my individual feelings without the con- | 


the honorable Senator Should consult me upon his | 


Benton] had been made good, and which resulted | 
in the unanimous declaration, that the honorable | 
Senator from Missouri deserved reélection—an į 


{ distrust all telegraphic re- : 


ator from Mississippi is the last man to complain | 


they do not all agree with me—twenty-two voted | 
Mr. CALHOUN. He is far more familiar in | 
his social intercourse with the Senators, in his | 
Mr, FOOTE, (in his seat.) 1 am on good terms | 


Tam not—I will not be on | 


I am notthe man to hold ! 


I recognize them as Sena- | 


v I hope some | 
later hour will be assigned, for we have reports to ! 


ussion or argument, but merely to say that when | 


if 
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| tion, if not now, will become necessary. What 
; that amendment should be, Tam not prepared to 
say; what the Senator from South Carolina de- 

sired, I did not, nor dol now, know. He says, 
į several were thought of. When the Constitution 

was made, each section had the power to protect 

| itself, by its numerical strength, in the Legislature 
of the General Government. But if we reach & 

period in the progress of the country, when one 

section cannot protect itself against the manifested, 

settled hostility of another—when the rights of 
the minority become subject to the will of a self- 
| Sustaining, powerful majority—then it becomes re- 
quisite that the compact shall be so amended as to 

| give that protection to the minority, which it was 

| originallly designed to afford toall. Whether that 

time kas come now or not, I am not prepared | to 
'| say. I think that the indications of this morning 

‘| are such as to show that the time has arrived. & 

‘| think that the votes taken this morning, in regard 

i| to the reception of the petitions presented by the 
li Senator from New York, declare the opinion of 
the Senate to be, that it may take cognizance of 
the subjects referred through those petitions. 

i| Another indication is, that the Senator from Michi- 
| gan, whose opinions and knowledge I always 
| highly respect, has said this morning, that the 
Missouri compromise cannot be extended—eannot 
be applied—to the remaining territories. Here, 
‘then, we have the doctrine of non-intervention 

overthrown at one blow, by the Senate ; and im- 
mediately follows the announcement, that the Mis- 
souri compromise cannot be extended—that is, the 

power is to be exercised, but we are to have neither 
!į Joint nor separate right. When we have reached 

{| this point, itis time that there should be an amend- 

|| ment of a compact, the equal operation of which 

i| seems to be at end. 

|| Mr. FOOTE. I know that my colleague did 
not intend to misrepresent the statement of the 
Senator from Michigan; but I think he has not 
(| understood him aright. He said that he was for 
non-intervention; and he thought that the Missouri 
compromise is not such, as it interfered with the 
northern part, although it did not the southern. 
i| He did not state his opposition to the compro- 

į mise, but said only that it was not non-interven- 
|; tion. 
|| Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. F understood the 
i} honorable Senator from Michigan as standing 
|| upon the ground of non-intervention. If we could 
j give the South the most we 


| have that, it would 
|| have claimed—that is, an equal right to go into all 
|!| the territories—all property being alike protected. 
i] In default of this, I have said that I would take the 
Missouri compromise line, and that was my ulti- 
matum. But when we see the Senate, by a vote 
i} this morning, overturn the doctrine of non-inter- 
|! vention of the Senator from Michigan, and when 
the Senator from Michigan comes forward and 
declares that the Missouri compromise cannot be 
extended, it is quite time that the South should 
look to something besides congressional action. 

Mr. BUTLER. I shall speak more for testi- 
mony than anything else. 
|| Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. F certainly did 
i| not intend to say that northern votes had decided 
ji the question of referring the petitions this morn- 
ing. Here is my friend from New York, the 
Bayard of the North, [Mr. Dickinson,] who has 
stood by us on this, as on all oceasions. I regret 
much more deeply that this vote should have suc- 
ceeded, by the aid of southern men, and this but 
heightens my estimate of the danger. 

Mr. BUTLER. Iwill only occupy the time of 
the Senate with a few words. When my friend 
| from Mississippi moved this committee, | was op- 
ii posed to it, and it was without consultation with 
|| any one. I do not think I had seen my colleague 
upon the subject at all. If any one stands re- 
; Sponsible for opposing it at that ume, I am the 
: man. I did not do it for the purpose of defeat- 
l ing the committee, or to defeat the adjustment of 
this question. I have spoken to my colleague 


i! 
i 
i 


: $ z : er i: upon the subject, and have understood him to vin- 
causing the stipulations relative to fugitive slaves, į 


| dicate the views which I have expressed to-day. 


of || While he was willing, ultimately, to consent to a 
ary to in- 3) 
by amendment of the : 

n to the South of the i 
power she possessed of protecting herself before | 


| 


committee of this kind, he thought it premature to 
take it ont of the hands of the Senate. 

Mr. DAYTON. I have no purpose of con- 
suming time in making a speech upon this general 
question. The motion is, to postpone this matter 
to half-past twelve o’clock to-morrow. Now, sir, 
with great respect, 1 object to that. We have had 


1850. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL ‘GLOBE. 


524 


no morning business done, and will have no. morn- 
ing. business done for a month -to come, if that 
course be taken. It is perfectly evident, that upon 
this motion of the Senator from Mississippi, cer- 
tain gentlemen are to make ‘speeches upon the 
general question. We have now .the Senator from 
Michigan giving us a valuable speech, doubiless, 
upon the géneral questions involved between the 
paruen., discussing all those matters. which are 

eing discussed upon the California bill, upon the 
resolutions of the Senator from Kentucky,and upon 
the fugitive-slave bill- They are all dragged. into 
this discussion, upon the motion of the Senator 
from Mississippi. Now, sir, I suppose that this 
matter will be disposed of, when gentlemen shall 
conceive that they have talked enough—that this 
committee shall be raised, and the matter referred 


to arbitrators, to go out and settle it; but they wish 


to leave one or two resolutions behind, as a tag to 
the whole, and permit gentlemen to go on and talk 
about that. Sir, this is a mode of moving the pre- 
vious question in the Senate of the United States, 
to which Í, at least, am not accustomed. I would 
remind the Senate, with great respect, that 1 had 
the floor upon the general propositions now grow- 
ing out of this question, upon the fugitive-slave 
bill, two months ago, and have kept it ever since. 
But one gentleman has announced, I will occupy 
the attention of the Senate and of the country at 
such a day; and another, 1 will be heard upon 
such a day; and yet a third, younger, perhaps, 
than they, taking his place by the side of the 
speaker, watches when the last word dies from 
his lips, and says, ‘ Mr. President.” Sir, [ have 
done neither one thing nor the other; but I mean 
tobe heard upon this question, and | mean to be 
heard upon it before the committee is raised—be- 
fore the arbitrators are sent out. I will not, for I 
cannot, stand here with a sense of self-respect, and 
talk about these. questions, while the arbitrators 
are considering them. With great respect toward 
my friends around me, I will say, that I have not 
agreed with the propriety of the course of the 


Senate, in yielding the floor day after day to Sen- | 
ators, who are constantly giving way to others, |} 


more desirous to press forward in the delivery of 
their sentiments. The proposition is before us to 
postpone the matter until half-past twelve o’clock 
to-morrow. The Senator from Michigan, who 
has occupied the fioor for three-quarters of an hour 
to-day, is to continue to-morrow, and I suppose 
as much more time will then be taken up. When 
he has concluded, what hinders any one of those 
many gentlemen, who are waiting near his seat, 
from taking the floor, and likewise delivering their 
sentiments? The general subject is here—it is be- 
fore the country; and whether discussed upon the 
resolutions of the honorable Senator from Ken- 
tucky, upon the fugitive-slave bill, upon the Cal- 
jfornia bill, or upon this resolution of the Senator 
from Mississippi, is totally immaterial. It is 
to be discussed, and it will be discussed, before the 
committee is raised and sent from the chamber. 
J. therefore think, sir, with great respect for the 
judgment and the sentiments of those who differ 
from me, that this resolution ought to stand over 
until one o’clock, to take its chance with all the 
rest. Then my friend from North Carolina [Mr. 
Bapcer] can speak upon any branch of the sub- 
ject, as he may be disposed; but it ought not, l 
submit, to take up the morning hour. 

Mr. D. concluded, by moving to amend by sub- 
atituting the hour of one o’clock. 

Mr. FOOTE remarked, that the Senator from 
North Carolina had the floor on a different ques- 
tion to-morrow. i i i 

Mr. BADGER expressed his willingness, that 
the subject upon which he had the floor should be 
postponed until Monday, and that to-morrow 
should be given-up to this subject. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. There has 
been such an unusual mode of-assigning the floor 
to one gentleman and to another, to make one 
subject the special order for one o'clock, and then 
another a special order for the same time, that we 
have fallen into very great confusion. It was the 
pleasure of the Senate yesterday morning to direct 
that the census bill should be made the special or- 
der of the day for one o’clock to-day. ; 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I will suggest that I will 
waive speaking until it is the pleasure of the Sen- 
ate to hear me. 

Several Senators. No, no, no. 

Mr. DAVIS. If the Senator will allow me, I 


is extremely anxious, for a reason which he has 
assigned to me, to leave the city. This census 
bill -I consider in the hands of the Senate. Iam 
willing, personally, to yield the accommodation to 
my. friend from: Illinois, and to allow him to speak 
to-day, provided it is the: pleasure of the Senate 
that he should do so, and if this bill can be made 
the order of the day for to-morrow at one o’clock. 
Nor do. I wish it to be displaced by these topics, 
which all seem to belong to one subject of discus- 
sion. I hope that the Senate will favor me so far, 
that if the Senator from Illinois takes precedence 
to-day, the census bill shall be- postponed and 
made the special order for one o’clock to-morrow. 
While I am up, I will make that motion. 

Mr. FOOTE. The Senator will remember. 

Mr. DAVIS, (continuing.) And I call upon 
the Senator from Mississippi to aid and assist me, 
for I have been postponed to assist his bill. 

Mr. FOOTE. The motion cannot be made 
while this is pending. 

Mr. DAVIS. Very well; I will not interfere. 
My object in rising was to suggest that [ would 
make that motion, and to request that such a dis- 
position of this matter now before us might be 
made as should not interfere with it. 

Mr. CASS. I am very unwilling to make any 
opposition, but I must ask the indulgence of the 


: Senate to-morrow morning to terminate my re- 


marks. I have promised not to be long, but I 
cannot consent that the subject I have already 
commenced should be separated four or five days, 
when my sentiments are partly out. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. It is with the 
jection to a request of that sort; but L must call 
upon the Senate, if they mean that the census bill 
shall be passed, to assist me in preventing its be- 


| ing thrown over here from day to day. 
Mr. FOOTE. We can take it up early next 


week. 

Mr. DAVIS. Will the Senator assign a day 
when it shall go through ? 

Several Senators. Move Friday. 

Mr. DAVIS. Then, M®. President, I move 


‘that it be made the special order of the day for 


Friday next, taking precedence of all other orders. 
} The VICE PRESIDENT stated, that the ques- 

tion could not be taken upon that motion, until the 
| pending question was disposed of. 
| The question being then taken upon the motion 
| to postpone the further consideration of the reso- 
| Jutions submitted by Mr. Brett, until to-morrow, 
it was agreed to. 

THE CENSUS BILL. 

The VICE PRESIDENT stated the next busi- 
ness before the Senate to be, the special order for 
one o’clock this day, to wit: the bill providing for 
the taking of the seventh census. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, then repeated 
his motion. 

Mr. BRADBURY desired to call the attention 


i of the Senator from Connecticut {Mr. Smuru] to 


that motion, as it was his (Mr. B.’s) intention to 
call-up the resolution upon the removal of officers 
upon that day. 

Mr. SMITH. The speech of the honorable 


had to reply toit. [Laughter.] 
Mr. DICKINSON, 
can renew the right by a new promise. 
laughier.] 
The question being then taken upon the motion 


ADMISSION OF CALIFORNIA. 


the special order, being the message of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, transmitting the consti- 
tution of the State of California. 

Mr. DOUGLAS, who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the Senate for two hours. 
will be found in the Appendix} ` 

Mr. UPHAM interrupted the honorable gentle- 
man, to inquire if he would give way for a motion 


| to adjourn. 


Mr. DOUGLAS said he would yield the floor, 
if he could have an assurance that he could pro- 
ceed to-morrow ; otherwise he should prefer to 


continue this evening. 


will make it all right. The Senator from Iilinois | 


greatest reluctance that I make any possible ob- || 


Senator was made so long ago, that the statute of || 
imitati right th ye jiu... A 3 : 
limitation has run out any right that I may have j diciary Commitce, at the last session, thought just 


The Senator from Maine} 
{Renewed ; 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of | 


[His speech |) 


{ 


| Tuesday next. 


! erate sum asked 


Mr. BADGER, who was entitléd to the floor 6a 
Thursday, on another ‘special order, said’ he had 
no disposition to deprive the Senator from Hlinois 
of an opportunity to conclude his remarks < to+ 
morrow. Rather than interpose any obstacle in 
the,way of the honorable Senator, he would con- 
sent that the special order on which he was entitled 
to the floor, should be postponed to Monday or 


It being understood that the Senator from Hi- 
nois would retain the floor to-morrow, i 
On motion, the Senate adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, March 14, 1850. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr.McLEAN, of Kentucky, moved so to amend 
it as to state the fact, that he had, yesterday, moved 
that the evidence reported in the case of John W, 
Nye, should be printed, together with the report 
and resolutions. 

Some conversation followed, in which Messrs. 


| JONES, McLEAN, and FOWLER, participated. 


Mr. COBB, of Alabama, called the yeas and 
nays, which were refused. 

The question was then taken, and by ayes 81, 
noes 47, was decided in the affirmative. i 

So the Journal was ordered to be amended. 

Mr. JONES moved a reconsideration of the 
vote. 

Some conversation followed on a point of order, 

Mr. JONES briefly advocated the motion to re- 
consider, 

Mr. McLEAN opposed it. 

Mr. INGE moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

After some conversation between Mr. CROW- 
ELL and the SPEAKER, on a point of order, the 
question was taken, and decided in the negative. 

So the House refused to lay the motion to re- 
consider on the table, 

Mr. BOWLIN briefly opposed the printing. 
The whole claim, hesaid, would probably not pay 
for the expense of it. 

After an enquiry by Mr. HUNTER— 

Mr. ASHMUN moved the previous question. 


‘| There was a second, and the main question was 
| ordered to be now taken. 


The question, “Shall the vote by which the 


| printing of the said evidence was ordered, be re- 


considered ?”’ was taken, and decided in the affirma- 
tive, without a division. i 

So the vote: was reconsidered. 5 

And the question then recurring on the motion 
to print, : S 

Mr. MASON said, the case now under consid- 
eration was. originally referred to the Commitice 
on Accounts, and asa member of that committee, 
it had been placed in his hands for examination. 
He gave to it a careful consideration, and was well 
satisfied from the proof, that the claim was just, 
and ought to be paid. Ele, (Mr. M.,) with an 
understanding with Mr. Nye, that he would abide 
by the decision of that committee, moved to refer 
the claim to a select committee. The House 
thought proper to refer it to the Committee on 
Claims, and that committee have reported a bill in 
his favor for $500, the exact sam which the Ju- 


and proper. An attempt has heen made outside 
of this House, to create a prejudice against this 
claimant and his demand, and this attempt does 
him great injustice. Personally he (Mr. M.) 


i 3 i f the man; but he was well satis- 
to postpone the further consideration of the census || knew nothing o > is i À 
bill amil Friday next, and to make it the special |) fied, from the very full porateaents proat in 
order for one o'clock on that day, it was agreed to. | e papers, that he was rightfully entitled to the 
i; sam reported in the bill, 


If the gentleman will 
examine the proof, he will find, that-he isnot-only 
entitled to this amount, but as much as $5,600 
upon another claim. The gentleman from Mis- 
souri [Mr. Bown] would deny this man the mod- 
for by the bill, because, as he al- 
leges, the claimant has been importunate. 

Mr. BOWLIN here interposed, and was under- 
stood to say, that he had said nothing in regard to 
the merits of the claim; but had confined his re- 
marks to the question of printing. 

Mr. MASON, (resuming.) Does the gentleman 
deny that several standing committees of the Sen- 
ate and the House have repeatedly reported in 
favor of this claim? 


Mr. THOMAS interrupted Mr. MASON, and 
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referred to. a receipt which had been given by the 
claimant, in full-of the demand. 

Mr. MASON continued, and said, 
claims were altogether different. 

Mr. THOMAS interposed again. 

Mr. MASON said he had just found out that 
the gentleman did not understand anything about 
the claim. The receipt shows that he was paid 
for one thing, while the claim now. before the 
House was for another. The receipt which he 
signed, was for an account for hauling boxes, &c., 
amounting to $130, while the claim now before the 
House was for hire of horses, carryalls, &c. He 
was satisfied that the claimant was entitled to 
much more than the bill provided, and if the unfor- 
tunate man could get his claim before a jury of 
the country, instead of allowing the small sum of 
$500, they would feel compelled, in justice, to 
allow him thousands. The proof which is given 
under oath, shows clearly that he is entitled to 
much more than the committee has allowed him; 
and I think it very unjust that this sum should be 
withheld from him. I know nothing personally 
of the man, but am satisfied that the delay and 
difficulty to which he has been subjected, in the 
prosecution of his claim, have done to him great 
and serious injustice; and it is shameful that this 
Government should so treat one of its citizens. 
The claimant, I understand, is a very poor and 
destitute man; but the poor and the rich are alike 
entitled to full justice at the hands of our Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. BOYD demanded the previous question. 

There was a second; and the main question on 
the motion to print was ordered to be now taken. 
And the question was then taken, and decided in 
the negative. 

So the House refused to print the evidence in the 
said case. 


WOODWORTH’S PLANING MACHINE. 


Mr. CONGER rose and moved a reconsidera- 
tion of the vote by which the bill which had been 
reported yesterday, from the Committee on Pa- 
tents, to extend the patent heretofore granted to 
William Woodworth, had been referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. CONGER said: My object in making this 
motion is, that thebill may be recommitted to the 
Committee on Patents; and if the motion to re- 
consider shall prevail, Ishall move to recommit, 
with instractions, as follows, which I send to the 
Clerk’s table to be read: 

“With instructions to inquire into the propriety of reveal- 
ing an uet, entitled, An act to extend a patent héretofore 
granted to Wiliam Woodworth? passed Febrnary 26, 1845, 
being an act for a sevond renewal of a patent, for alleged 
improvements in the method of planing, tongueing, groov- 
iog and cutting into monding, on eithe. plank, boards, or 
any other material, and for reducing the same to an equal 
width and thickness; and that said conmittee report by 
biH or otherwise.” , 

I have no fear, sir, that the bill reported will 
pass. I believe it is doomed to be defeated by a 
large majority; but, for myself, I shall not be sat- 
isfied with the defeat of a bill to further extend 
this art, nor do l believe the country will be sat- 
isfied with this. F go for the entire repeal of the 
law under which the men who now ask for the 
passage of this bill have, for many years, enjoyed 
a monopoly—out of which they have grown rich, 
at the expense of the mechanical industry of the 
country; aud with a view to proper and intelligent 
action on this subject, I desire a report from this 
committee, which shall place before us facts and 
statements, from which we can judge whether the 
suspicions and opinions, now existing in the pub- 
lic mind, that the passage of the present law was 
procured by misrepresentation and fraud, are well 
founded. It must be within the knowlege of al- 
most every member of this House, that there exists 
a strong feeling on this subject in almost every 
part of the country; and it is charged, that this 
law was passed, not only in violation of the rights 
and interests of the people, but that its passage 
was procured by the grossest fraud and corruption. 
The Legislature of New York, in justice to the 
people of that State, have taken action on this 

subject, in passing resolutions of instruction, as 
follows: 

Resolved, (if the Assembly concur,) That the Senators 
and Rrpresentat ves of this State in Congress, ar: hereby 
Fequested to inquire whether injustice was done to the 
tight and interests of the people of this State, by an act of 
Congress, approved February 25th, 1845, cntitied “ An act 
to extend a patent heretofore granted to William Wood- 
worth,” commonly khown as the act extending Wood- 


the two 


worth’s Planmg Machine; and whether the passage of said 
act was procured through misunderstanding or misrepre- 
sentation ; and whether it is not hostile to the spirit and 
objects of the patent laws; and if they.shall be of the apin- 
ion, that said act is liable to those objections, that they are 
hereby requested to use their best efforts to procure its im- 
mediate repeal. 

Resolved, (if the Assembly concur,) That the Governor 
be requested to forward a copy of the foregoing resotut:ons 
to each of our Senators and Representatives in Congress. 


Now, sir, I amin favor of this inquiry: 1 de- 
sire to know what this committee can say-in rela- 
tion to this matter; but if I could have any: assu- 
rance that they would report upon the petitions, 
asking the repeal of the law—great numbers of 
which, I understand, have been referred to them— 
I would not move to recommit with the instruc- 
tions which Ihave indicated. But I greatly fear 
that committee will not report, without instruc- 
tions from the House. Several weeks ago, I asked 
the unani:nous consent of the House to offer a reso- 
lution, instructing them to inquire into the propriety 
of repealing the law; but the gentleman. from 
Maryland, [Mr. Hamitron,] a member of this 
committee, objected. 1 could not offer it. Since 
that time, it has not been in order to offer it, and I 
have been anxiously waiting, with the resolution 
in my desk, a time when it would be in order. 
When that time will come, nobody can tell. It 
can only be in order when States are called for 
resolutions; and it must be quite apparent to all, 
that States will not again be called for many weeks 
to come, if at all, this session. For reasons that 
need not be named—though they are well known— 
there is a disposition on the part of this House to 
slide over this business of resolutions, Every alter- 
nate Monday is set apart by the rules, for calling 
upon States for resolutions; but when the day 
comes around, itis almost certain that the House 
will decide to take up some other order of busi- 
ness, as has been done on every occasion since the 
gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. Dory] offered 
his resolution of instruction to the Committee on 
Territories. Jt is most probable, therefore, that 
there will be no opportunity during the present 
session for offering a resolution of instruction; 
and a recommitment, with the instructions | pro- 
pose, seems to be®the only mode in which the 
committee can be called upon to make the inquiry; 
and, without instruction, my apprehension is, 
that we shall have no report. 

Sir, without going into any extended remarks 


upon the question of further extending this patent, 
I desire to strike at the root of the evil, and inquire 
whether the present law ought not rather to be re- 
pealed. For myself, I have no doubt that this 
patent is a mostunjust and oppressive monopoly, 
that has become an outrage upon the rights of the 
mechanical interest of the country. It has al- 
ready been twice renewed, and when the period of 
its present limitation shall have been reached, 
which will not be until 1856, I believe it will have 
run, in all, twenty-eight years. And yet, instead 
of repealing, itis proposed to extend for a period 
of twenty years longer, I believe, this monopoly, 
that lays its oppressive hand upon the great me- 
chanical industry and interest of the country. A 
few days since, in a discussion on this subject, 
which sprung up in the Senate, it was stated by a 
member of the Committce on Patents, in that body, 
that there was evidence before that commitiee that 
the administrator of the original patentee, since the 
extension by the law of 1845, had sold his inter- 
est in the patent for the sum of one hundred 
thousand dollars. And yet, sir, it is proposed to 
extend the law still further, and to continue to legis- 
late these enormous sums into the pockets of 
heirs and assignees. Not only am I opposed to 
this, but I repeat, I shall be satisfied with nothing 
short of a repeal of the law by which these mo- 
nopolists compel every man who planes a board, or 
makes a window sash, to pay tribute to them on 
their own oppressive terms. I trust the vote will 
be reconsidered. 

Mr. PECK expressed a hope that the motion 
would not prevail. The recommitment of the bill 
would only tend to delay; and he thought the gen- 
tleman from New York could effect his object as 
well by introducing a resolution by calling the at- 
tention of the committee to the subject, 

Mr. CONGER replied, that he had already 
stated that he had, some time since, prepared a 
resolution on the subject, and had vainly endeav- 
ored to have it introduced. He saw no chance of 


obtaining an opportunity again for many weeks to 
come, 


a 


Mr. PECK, resumed. The gentleman would 
have the opportunity when the State of New York 
should be called for resolutions. If this bill was 
recommitted to the Committee on Patents, it would 
have no other effect, probably, than to delay 
action on the bill. The repeal of a law could not, 
in his opinion, be justified, unless a case of the 
strongest necessity could be presented for the re- 
peal. What would be the effect of a rejection of 
this bill? Woodworth, the patentee, had assigned 
rights to many individuals in various parts of the 
country. The result of the repeal of this law, 
would be the.entire destruction of all these indi- 
vidual rights. In every case where a right had 
been transferred, it would be annihilated. If only 
the right of Woodworth himself was to be affected 
by the measure, the case would be a very different 
one. He must therefore, vote against the motion 
to reconsider. 

Mr. SACKETT desired to detain the House 
for a few moments. He desired to go into a brief 
history of this case. A patent right was granted 
to Woodworth, in the year 1828, to extend during 
a period of fourteen years. This patent was re- 
newed by the Commissioner of Patents to extend 
tothe year 1849. In 1845, four years before the 
patent had run out, those who were interested in 
It applied for a special act extending the patent for 
a sull longer period. During the last Congress, a 
bill was passed extending this patent to 1856; 
and now, at an early period of this session, a bill 
has been reported granting a still further renewal, 
This patent has already been continued for twenty- 
eight years; yet the Committee on Patents, in less 
than three months, after the commencement of the 
session, have reported a bill extending this patent 
for a further term of fourteen years. 

Several of the State legislatures have been re- 
cently moving in this matter, because of its out- 
rageous character. There have been conventions 
in several of the States on the subject, and peti- 
tions against this renewal have come from all parts 
ofthe Union. Yet in the face of these movements, 
this bill has, in hot haste, been reported for the re- 
newal of this right, which has already been granted 
for twenty-eight years. And this renewal is ad- 
vocated on the flimsy pretence, that those inter- 
ested in the patent have not made money enough. 
If they have not made money enough, after an 
enjoyment of this monopoly for twenty-eight 
years, they never will. What sort of argument 
was this which was thus presented to the House? 
If a man is secured in a monopoly of an inven- 
tion for twenty-eight years, in order to reimburse 
his expenses in bringing it to perfection, and he 
has not availed himself of the opportunity and ad- 
vantage given him, he is therefore to be permitted 
to come here, and claim a renewal for an indefinite 
period, after the origival term has expired! He 
looked upon it as most extraordinary that the 
Committee should have made such a report. It 
was a measure in opposition to the interests of the 
whole community, and he thought the motion to 
reconsider, and to recommit with instructions, 
ought to prevail. 

lt was well known here, and thoughout the 
whole country, that this law had been passed 
under a great misapprehension of the facts. The 
whole mechanical interest of the country had been 

oused in opposition to it, yet, without any long 
deliberation, the Committee had reported in favor 
of it. He hoped the motion would be agreed to. 
It was proper that the subject should be inquired 
Into. f 

With regard to the fact, whether the patentee 
had been fortunate or unfortunate, he cared noth- 
ing; but he believed it would be found, on an 
examination of the case, that large fortunes had 
already been made out of the patent. In point of 
principle, therefore, as well as a point of fact, this 
argument would not stand. 


Mr. HAMILTON expressed a hope that the 
moiion to reconsider would not prevail. He did 
not wish to see this question mixed up with other 
matter. He desired that the House might act 
understandingly on the subject. If we refuse to 
extend this patent, that refusal will foreclose it for- 
ever. When we decide that it shall not be re- 
newed, we decide the whole matter. Let the 
gentleman from New York get his resolutions be- 
fore the House whenever he can get an opportunity 
to do so. This case presents a question which 
stands on its own merits, and should be considered 
as an independent question, not to be mixed up 
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with. matter which is not necessarily connected 
with it. Let the bill come up for consideration in 
its regular course; and then, if he could be satisfied 
that it ought not to pass, he would feel himself at 
liberty to vote against it. 

Mr. HUNTER said he hoped the vote would be 
reconsidered, for the purpose of bringing under 
the consideration of the committee some facts 
which had been presented here since this report 
was made. A petition, with about three hundred 
signatures, had been presented from a part of the 
country near his district, on the other side of the 
line. He held in his hand*another, very numer- 
ously signed. Both these petitions were adverse 
to this renewal. He hoped the bill would go back 
to the committee, in order that they might have in 
their charge all matters relating to this question. 
It was very well known to all gentlemen, conver- 
gant with our mode of doing business, that, when 
a bill comes up for discussion, there is but little 
opportunity for investigating its merits. He had 
been for many years engaged in a business which 
this machine must entirely destroy. He hoped 
the bill would be sent back, and he thought it 
probable that, if the committee examined ail the 
documents which would be brought before them, 
they might come to a different conclusion. This 
patent had now some seven years to run, and be 
could see no occasion for this hot haste in dis- 
posing of the subject. 

Mr. OTIS rose and expressed a wish, as a 
member of the Committee on Patents, to make a 
brief explanation of his views on the subject of this 
bill. He would ask the Clerk to read the resolu- 
tions adopted by a convention of mechanics, which 
assembled at Syracuse, in the State of New York. 

The Crerk then read the following resolu- 
tions: 

1. Resolved, That originators of valuable inventions de- 
serve encourazement aud protection, and nothing so much 
endangers their security as fraudulently-obtained pateuts, 
oppressive exactions, and frequent renewals by Congress. 
2. Resolved, That fourteen years of exclusive enjoyment 
of the use of a patented invention should, in general, be 
deemed a sufficient compensation to the inventor; and a 
patentee who has already enjoyed for twenty-one years, the 
sale of his invention, has no claims for further extension. 

3. Resolved, That the reissued patent to the administrator 
of William Woodworth, combines important improvements 
which other mechanics have made in similar machinery, 
since 1828, and covers principles and combinations never 
invented, or claimed, by the original patentee ; that such 
reissued patent is, in the judgment of this convention, à 
fraud and imposture ; and they protest against that renewal 
being sanctioned by tegislative construction. 

4. Resolved, That it is charged, upon reliable authority, 
that the renewed patent of 1845, to Woodworth’s adminis- 
trator, was obtained by misrepresentation and fraud—that 
the pretended rights under it have been uscd oppressively— 
that great extortion has been practised—that judgments 
bave beeu obtained to support said patent in the courts, hy 
collusion of the parties, and this convention respectfully 
recommend to Congress to appoint a committee u ith power 
to send for persons and papers, who may thoroughly investi- 
gate all such charges. 7 

5. Resolved, That we protest against a further renewal of 
said patent hy Congress, and ask a repeal of the last act of 
renewal, or such amendment as will confine the represent- 
atives of said patentee to the use and enjoyment of the ma- 
chine described in thé specifications upon which the first 
patent was issued. 

6. Resolved, That we remonstrate against the passage of 
the bill reporied to the Senat» ofthe United States, in rela- 
tion to the importation: of articles that may be in whole or 
in part manufactured by like machinery, to that patented in 
this country, as of dangerous tendency, and calculated to 
embroil us With other nations. 


Mr. QTIS was about resuming his remarks, 
when, 


CALIFORNIA. 

On mation of Mr. RUMSEY, the rules were 
suspended, and the House resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Boyn, of Kentucky, in the chair,) and re- 
sumed the consideration of the special message of 
the President of the United States, transmitting the 
constitution of California, and of the bill providing 
for her admission into the Union. 

Mr. HEBARD was entitled to the floor, and 


addressed the committee during the hour. [His 
speech will be found in the Appendix.] i 
Mr. MORSE then obtained the floor, but yielded 


to 
Mr. CABELL, who moved that the committee 
` rise. 
The ntotion was rejected. ; 
Mr. MORSE then addressed the committee. 
[His speech will be found in the Appendix.] 
The floor was then given to 
Mr. WLLLIAMS, who yielded to a motion that 


the committee rise. 


i 


F 
f 


! ounce on prepaid matter, 


The motion having prevailed, the committee 


: rose and reported progress. 


And the House adjourned. 


> NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. HOAGLAND gave notice, that on to-morrow, or 
some subsequent day, he would ask Jeave to introduce a 
bill for the relief of Charles Hinkle. 

Mr. WENTWORTH called up the claim of Captain 
Frederic’ Shaeffer, and asked to have it recommitted to the 
Committee on Claims; and it was so committed. 


PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the appro- 
priate committees : 


By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of citizens of 
Brush Point, De Kalb county, for two cent postage. 

Also, a similar petition from citizens of Elgin, Kane 
county. E 

Also, several petitions of citizens of De Kalb and Mc- 
Henry counties, for a mail-route from Sycamore, via Genoa, 
Riley, Marengo, and Dunham, to Walworth, Wisconsin. , 

By Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee: The petition of sun- 
dry citizens of Johnson county, Tennessee, and Watauga- 
county,-North Carolina, praying the establishment of certain 
mail-routes. 
~ By Mr. DURKEE: The petition of citizens of the same 
place, praying Congress to reduce the rates of postage on 
letters to a uniform rate of two cents for each half ounce. 

Also, the petition of the citizens of Bristol, Wisconsin, 
asking for a reduction of postage to a uniform rate of five 
cents for letter postage. 

By Mr. GREEN: The petition of citizens of Missouri, 
praying a re. uction of the rates of po. tage, and the abolition 
of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. DUER: The petition of 64 electors of Hamilton, 
Madison county, New York, for the probibition of slavery 
in the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of the same, for granting the right of 
trial, by jury, to fugitive slaves. 

Also, the petition of the same, that no more slave States 
be admitted into tbe Union. 

Als +, the petition of the same, for the abolition of slavery 


| in the Distriet of Columbia. 


Also, the petition of James S. Chandler and others, citi- 
zens of New York, for cheap postage. 

Also, the petition of O. J. Harmon and others, members 
of the Bar of Oswego county, \ew York, for the same. 

By Mr. FITCH: The petition of James S. Frazier, A.B. 
Criehtield, and other citizeus of Kosciu-ko county, Tudi- 
ana, asking a reduction of postage to two cents per half 
and that newspapers be carried 
by mail free toany distance not more than thirty miles froin 
the place of their publication. 

By Mr. MORRIS: The petition of Ebin S. Ricker and 211 
other citizens, of Clermont county, Ohio, asking Congress 
to establish a uniform rate of postage, not to exceed one 
cent on newspapers and two cents on each prepaid letter of 
half an ounce, for all distances, and for other corresponding 
reforms. 

By Mr POTTER: The petition of D. B. Smith and 
32 others, citizens of Toledo, in the State of Ohio, for the 
free navigation of the St. Lawrence river. 

By Mr. ROSE: The petition of John Mosher and 117 
others, citizens of Canandaigua, New York, for the estab- 
lishment of freedom in the territories, by act of Congress. 

Also, the petition of Juin Mosher and 120 others, citizens 
of Canandaigua, New York, praying for the passage of a 
law, by Congress, securing to fugitives the right of trial by 


jury. 


By Mr. HENRY: The petition of Danicl Roberts and 133 
others, citizens of Manchester, Vermont, for cheap postage. 
By Mr. BOOTH: The petition of Harlow Isbell ani 122 
others, citizens of Guilford, in the State of Connecticut, 
praying that provision be made by Jaw, that whenever a per- 
son shall be arrest dasa fugitive slave in any State other 
than thatin which he is alleged to have been held. to service, 
he shall not be delivered to the claimantor his agent, €x- 
cepton the finding of a jury that he is the slave of the 
claimant. a 

Also, the petition of Harlow Isbell and 122 others, citi- 
zens of Guilford, in the State of Connecticut, praying that 
no State be hereafter admitted into the Union, unless the 
constitution of such State shall expressly prohibit the ex- 
istence of slavery within its limits. . 

Also, the petition of David Root and 128 oilers, citizens 
of Guilford, in the State of Conneeticut, praying that 
slavery and the slave trade, may be expressly prohibited, by 
act of Congress, in all the territories in the United States. 

By Mr. PUTNAM: ‘Che petition of J. L. Madden and 60 
others, citizens of Alabama, New York, for two cent post- 
age on prepaid letters, not exceeding half an ounce in 
weight. beg 

Also, the petition of Jobn R. Olmsted and 40 others, citi- 
zens of Lodi, New York, for the same object. 

Also, a resolution of the Congregational Church, of China, 
New York, for the same object. 

By Mr. GREEN: ‘The petition of citizens of Missouri, 
praying a reduction of the rates of postage, and the abolition 
of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. CONGER: The petition of 220 citizens and elec- 
tors of Cayuga county, New York, praying that provision 
be made by taw, that whenever a person shall be arrested as 
a fugitive slave in any State other than that in which he is 
atteged to be held to service, he shall not be delivered to the 


| claimant, or his agent, execpt on the finding of a jury that 
| he is the slave of the claimant. 


By Mr. KAUFMAN: The petition of citizens of Rusk 
county, Texas, in favor.of free postage. 
Also, the petition of citizens of Logansport, Louisiana, 
and vici ity, fora mail-route from Shrevesport, Louisiana, 
via Logansport and Shelbyville, to Nacogdoches 
By Mr. SCHERMERHORN: ‘The petition of 200 citizens 
of Rochester and Monroe counties, New York, asking for 
an appropriation of thirty thousand dollars for the repair of 


the pier, and the improvement of.the harbor, at the mouth 
of the Genesee river ; : 

Also, the petition of Elizabeth Swart, for pay for services 
performeu by her deceased father, Adam Swart. 

By Mr. WALDO: the petition of Timothy Cowles and 29 
other citizens of the town of Farmingiou, Connecticut, re- 
specting the arrest of fugitive staves. ke 

Also, the petition of Samuel Deming and 28 other citizens 
of the town of Farmington, Connecticut, asking for the pro- 
mbition of the slave trade and slavery in the District of Co- 
umbia, : : 

Aiso, the petition of A. F. Williams and 28 other citizens 
of the town of Farmington, Connecticut, asking that slavery 
and the slave tr-de may be expressly prohibited, by-act of 
Congress, in ail the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of C. M. Miner and 28 other citizens of 
Farmington, Connecticut, praying that no State be hereafter 
admitted into the Union, unless the constitution of such 
State shall expressly prohibit the existence of slavery within 
its limits. 

By Mr. KING, of Massachnsetta: The petition of Wil- 
liam H. Haskell and 114 others, voters of Gloucester, Mas- 
sachusetts, for the repeal of all laws authorizing slavery in 
the District of Columbia, or for the removal of the seat of 
the National Government. 

Also, the petition of William H. Haskell and 115 others, of 
Gloucester, against the admission of any slave States into 


„the Onion. 


Also, the petition of Henry H. Haskell and 116 others, of 
Gloucester, for a jury trial. for persons arrested as fugitives 
from slavery. 

Also, the petition of Alexander 8. Holmes and 115 other 
v ters of Gloucester, for the prohibition of slavery and the 
slave trade in all the terrilories of the United States. 

By Mr. GOODENOW: The petition of John K. Milier 
and 195 other citizens of Waldoboro’, in the State of Ma ne, 
representing, that the Jaws of July 39, 1846, fixing the duty 
upon wood, unmauutactured, cord wood, bark, &e., in 
such a manner as to admitit into our ports at from fifteen to 
twenty per cent. per cord, and fish, whether fresh, smoked, 
salted, dried, or pi kled. at from twelve to fifteen cents per 
quintal, is wholly inadequate for the protection of the coast- 
ing trade, wood-cutt.rs, and fishermen of the State — the 
duty being assessed upon the foreign value, instead of the 
value at the market, where it issold; that the opening of 
our ports to British vessels, with their cargoes, from Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick, is injurious to the coasting 
trade and fishermen, cnabling British vessels, with cargoes 
of mmber, wood, and fish, to sell at prices which are ruin- 
ous to Americans engaged in the same trade, They there- 
fore ask, that the preseut laws may be so amended, as that 
wood aud bark coming from Brittsh colonies, shall pay a 
duty equivalent to two dollars per cord, other kinds of 
luipher in proportion, and fish one dollar per quintat. 

, Also, the petition of James Hovey and 75 others, citizens 
of Waldoboro’, in the State of Maine, fora reduction of 
postage. 

By Mr. DISNEY : The petition of sundry citizens of Cin- 
cinnati, praying for the repeal of an act in relation to Wood- 
worth?’s patent, &e, 

By Mr. ROSE: The petition of ©. B. Lamport and 240 
others, citizens of Livingston county, New You, relative 
to Woodworth’s patent. 

Also, the petition of W. H. C. Hosmer and 100 others, 
citizens of Livingston county, New York, praying for cheap 
postage. 

By Mr. BOWIE: The memorial of N. W. Broome, ex- 
eculor of Colonel John Broome, praying remuneration for 
damages sustained by the late Colonel John Broome, from 
the destruction of his property by the British forces, during 
the war of 1812 and 1814. - . 

By Mr. FOWLER: The petition of William N. Hawkins 
and 93 others, citizens of Fall River, Massachusetts, pray- 
ing for a reduction of postage on prepaid Jetters to two 
cents per half ounce, 

By Mr. CASEY: A petition for a mail-route from Seling- 
grove, in Union county, to Williamsport, Lycoming county, 
Pennsylvania. 

Also, a petition from citizens of Sullivan county, for a 
new mail-route in said county. 

Also, four petitions from varions citizens of the thirteenth 
congressional district in Pennsylvania, praying Congress to 
establish an Agricultural bureau. 

Also, a petition from John Walls and others, on the sub- 
ject of cheap postage, 

By Mr. BURROWS: The petition of Edward Wilbur and 
others, citizens of the county of Orleans, New York, prav- 
ing for the repeal of an act, approved February 26th, 1845, 
entitled ‘An act toextend a patent heretolore granted to 
William Woodworth.” 

By Mr. JACKSON, of New York: The petition of G. W. 
Booth, Daniel Stevens, and 80 others, citizens of Chemung 
county, New York, praying the repeal of the law of Con- 
gress of February 26, 1845, extending to the heirs and repre- 
sentatives of the lite Wm. Woodworth, the exclusive right 
to a certain planing machine. 

Also, the petition of William Linn, John H, Selkry, and 
25 others, citizens of Tompkins county, New York, asking 
for three cents postage on pri paid letters, for any distance 
not exeeeding 300 miles, and five cents tor all over that 
distance ; and that newspapers be transmitted by mail, 30 
miles from the place of printing, or within the Congressional 
district in which they are printed, free of postage, and for 
the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, a like petition of M. Smith, H. Clock, and 50 others, 
of the same county, and on the same subject. 


Wasnineron Ciry, March 14, 1850. 


To the Editors of the Globe: 

Genriemen: In Mr. Hiuuarp’s Ietter in the Globe of his 
morning, be has not been satisfied by giving an explanation 
of conduct, of which Į thought, and still think, I had a right 
to complain. : 

Lam willing te let that issue stand before the members of 
the House and the publie- T know no member of Congress 
will be willing to allow, under like circumstances, what Mr. 
Hraurarp says he had a right to do, 

But Mr. HiLuiarn is not content with explanation. Ne 
gays, “ Í might complain of very harsh interpolations in Mr. 
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Stanty’s remarks by his own hand, but I do not.” Ifthat 
is. not complaining, I do. not understand what he means. 
Now, Isay, afier carefulexamiņation of the reporter’s notes, 
Leann t find.the “ harsh interpolations” in my own hand, of | 
which Mr. H.says he.could complain. No member of Con- 
gress ever lived who was able to write out remarks in.the 
same, words in-which they were spoken, especially when, as 
in this ease, the reporter only furnished. me leading. words 
as to the latter portion of my speech, If Mr. HILLIARD 
means to say, by “harsh interpolations,” that I added re- 
marks in writing from. the reporter’s.notes, harsher. than 
those used by: ine-on the floor of the. House, then I must 
deny positively: the charge. . Ifhe will furnish the report 
er’s notes of his speech, E will furnish mine, and allow any 
friend he.may select to judge between us, whether he or I 
adhered with the greater fairness to the reporter’s notes. 

Bat Mr. HILLIARD says, he: much prefers to withhold re- 
marks,” &c.- Now, F assure him, I am notat all obliged for 
this clemency, and had much rather he would boldly charge, 
than sayhe “might complain.” - 

E regret this controversy very.much ; and “ Iamuch prefer 
to withhold remarks,” £e.. I will add, that I.dgepty regret- 
ted the unfriendly debate in the House on. Friday last, and 


Union, but also to convince the Government that 
no Salt-Lake Mormon should be allowed to hold 
any office, either at the Salt-Lake valley or Coun- 
cil Bluffs. They chargé them also with having 
commenced a warfare against the liberty of speech 
and of the press, and against the religious rights of 
American citizens who do not acknowledge their 
supremacy. ` : S 

The memorial was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. - 

MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 

Mr. WALKER presented a petition of citizens 
of. Beloit, Wisconsin, asking the adoption of 
measures for the adjustment of international diffi- 
culties by arbitration; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. SHIELDS presented the memorial of a 


convention of citizens of Illinois, held at Vanda- 


after the adjourument, I mentioned to both the reporters of i lia, in that- State, asking the right of way anda 


the: Globe, that it was an unpleasant affair to my feelings, 
and unless Mr. Hizutarn reported his remarks, } would not 
report mine, and if they reported his, to report mine, with- , 
out any supervision or aid from me. ` i 

«The controversy must end somewhere.” Ittshall not | 
be my fault if itis continued. Respectfully, &e., 


EDW. STANLY. 


IN“SENATE. | 
Tuorspay, March 14, 1850. | 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- | 


ate the following communication from the Secre- 
tary of the Navy; which was read and laid on the 
table: 


Navy DEPARTMENT, March 13, 1850. 

Sim: Agreeably to a resolution of the Senate of the Lith 
instant, T have the honor to transmit herewith the report of 
Protessor James P. spy, on meteorology, made to this de- 
partment on the 12th March, 1849, together with the charts 
accomp nying the same. 

l have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, WM. BALLARD PRESTON. 

Hon. MILLARD FILLMORE, 

Vice President U. S, and President of the Senute, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I have a petition from 
the people of Paducah, in the State of Kentucky, 
very numerously signed, praying for the establish- 
ment of a port of entry at that place, and also 
praying for an appropriation of the sum of $50,000 | 
for the purpose of clearing out the obstructions of 
the Grand Chain, a work which, if accomplished, 
would enable any boat ascending the Mississippi 
river, that could reach Cairo, to reach Paducah, 
which is a very thriving town. I move that, 
without reading, it be referred to the Committee 
on Commerce, 

The petition was so refered, 


THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. I have also a petition 
from the President, I believe he styles himself, of 
the Mormon Church of Latter-day Saints, together | 
with the twelve apostles. They present very 
grievous complaints against their brethren of Dese- 
ret, and charge that the Mormons about Coun- 
cil Biufls, who have possession of that region | 
of district, and control the post-office, obstruct the | 
free circulation of information through their papers, | 
by which they are prevented from enlightening | 
that sect, and spreading useful information among 
them, They wish the interposition of Congress, 
and particularly the Post-Office Department, and 


that free information may be circulated among their j/ 


brethren. [The petition was sent to the Secretary’s 
desk.| Itisa petition from Isaac Sheen, who repre- 
sents himself as first counsellor to the 
Wm. Smith, and-president of the Aaronic priest- į 


prophet, | 


| portion of the public land, to the Mississippi and 
Atlantic Railroad Company, incorporated by the 
State of Illinois; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. JONES presented a petition of citizens of 
the States of Iowa and Illinois, asking the removal 
of obstructions to the navigation of the Mississip- 
piriver,at the Des Moines and Rock-River Rapids; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, 

Also, a petition from citizens of Clayton county, 
lowa, asking the establishment of a mail-route 
from Coleburg to Elkader, and the discontinuance 
of the route from Garnaville to Elkader, in that 
State; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Post-Office and Post Roads. 


TRIAL BY JURY FOR FUGITIVE SLAVES. 


Mr.SEWARD. I present the petition of citi- 
| zens of West Bloomfield, in the State of New 
York, praying that the right of trial by jury may 
be secured to persons claimed as fugitives from 
labor or service, when arrested in any other State 
than that in which their service may be:claimed; 
and a similar petition from citizens of Hamilton, 
Madison county, in the same State. 1 move, 
that without reading, they be referred to the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is moved that 
these petitions be received and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. PRATT. Whatare thegpetitions? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
desire to have them read? 

Mr. PRATT. I desire to know what they are, 
in some way or other. 

The VICE PRESIDENT, (to Mr. Sewarp.) 
The Senator from New York will please to state 
the object of the petitioners, 

Mr. SEWARD. They are petitions praying 
thata law may be passed securing the right of 
trial by jury to persons claimed as fugitives from 
labor or service. 

Mr. PRATT. Mr. President, I do hope that 
these petitions may not be received by the Senate, 
It does seem to me that, of all classes of the peti- 
| tions of this kind that have been excluded under 


‘| some practice or rule of the Senate, which I do not 
| pretend exactly to comprehend, this is the most 


dangerous, because it is the most calculated to ex- 
cite the public mind, of any of the petitions intro- 
duced here. 

Now, sir, T understand that the reception of pe- 
tions of this kind is placed upon the ground, by 
some Senators, and by some southern Senators, 


hood of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day |! 


Saints, together with two apostles and some twelve | 
high-priests, urging very grave complaints against | 
their brother Mormons, whom they designate as the ! 
Salt-Lake Mormon banditti. These people set forth | 
that Council Bluffs is principally settled by Salt- | 
Lake Mormons, who are governed in political as 
well as spiritual aflairs by the secret lodge of fifty | 
men, that also rules the Salt Lake territory, and by | 
Brigham Young, their governor, president, prophet, 
seer, revelator, and inquisitorial chief. They assert 
that these people obstruct the receipt of the reli- 
gious newspaper called the ‘* Welchisedek and | 
Aaronic Herald,” and letters to their friends and į 
relations in that quarter, and implore the protection 
of Congress from the tyranny, injustice, and po- 
litical intrigues of the Salt-Lake banditti, and in 
sist that the treasonable acts and designs of the | 
Salt-Lake combihation are sufficient, not only to |! 
show the impropriety of admitting Deseret into the || 


too, that the subject to which they relate is pend- 
ing before the Senate. Now I apprehend it must 
; be apparent to everybody that, if this be the rule, 
: it is only necessary, as the Senator from New 
| York has done, to offer an amendment to some bill 
| pending before the Senate, and by that means to 


li Introduce petitions upon any subjects, whether or 


i not they may come within the jurisdiction of the 
| Senate, and to make it legitimate for the petitions 
to come before the Senate, because the subject to 
which they relate has been brought before the 
Senate by way of amendment, as a subject of 
legislation. 
Look at the petition now before us, which has 
i been presented by the Senator from New York. 


| 
i 
| 


[| OF all the subjects which are now exciting the peo- 


ple of this country, the escape of fugitive slaves is 
perhaps the most exciting, as it is the one most 
felt. The Senator from New York bas introduced 
as an amendment, to some bill before the Senate, 


as I understand, that no fugitive slave shall be de- 
livered up uatil, by atrial by jury, he is found to 
be a slave—in other words, itis a practical denial 
of the whole right of the slaveholder over his 
slave, if he gets beyond the jurisdiction of his 
own-State; because everybody knows—the honor- 
able Senator from New York himself knows—that 
acase recently occurred in his own State, in which 
aslave, having escaped from Maryland, under the 
pretext of the judge that the printed laws of 
Maryland were not sufficient evidence of the law 
itself, without allowing the party claiming the 
slave time to return to Maryland for the purpose 
of getting the authenticated law, the slave was dis- 
charged. 

I repeat, sir, that of all the subjects doing harm 
at the South, and producing excitement, the es- 
eape of fugitive slaves is doing the most harm, 
because it has been felt more practically than any 
other of the causes of complaint. I do hope this 
petition may not be received, and I ask the yeas 
and nays upon it. 

Mr. HALE. I listened with some astonish- 
ment to the suggestion made by the Senator from 
Maryland $ 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Will the Senator 
suspend for a moment? The question is on the 
reception of these petitions, and on that question 
the yeas and nays are demanded. Shall the yeas 
and nays be taken? 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HALE, 1 confess it was with a good deal 
of astonishment that I listened to the remarks 
which. have been made by the Senator from Mary- 
land this morning, If Ithave been rightly in- 
formed by several Senators with whom I have 
conversed on the subject, there is not a slave State 
in the Union—there is not a State where slavery is 
recognized by law—but in which an individual, 
alleging that he is entitled to his freedom under 
the laws of the State in which he is held, is enti- 
tled toa legal trial, to ascertain whether he be a 
slave or not. If I am wrong in that, I wish to be 
corrected. I have been told that it certainly is the 
law in many, if not most, of the slave States, that 
a person thus situated, is entitled to a trial—such a 
trial as the laws of the State give him—and 1 ap- 
prehend, in most States, to a trial by jury. Well, 
sir, if, in Maryland or Virginia, where slavery is 
recognized by law, an individual has the right of 
trial—such a trial as the laws of the State givehim, 
to ascertain whether he is a slave or not—if that ig 
the right of a slave in a slave State, is it asking a 
great deal that freemen in the free States should 
have the same right? 

What is the bill that is now before the Senate, 
to which the Senator from Maryland has alluded? 
I confess that I have read it with a good deal of 
pain and regret. As I understand that law, any 
man that wants a victim, and that can purchase 
an aftidavit—and affidavits can be purchased, I 
suppose, in the slave as well as in the free States— 
under this law, may go into one of the free States 
he may go, Mr. President, into your house or into 
mine—he may seize your wife or your child, and 
upon an ex parte affidavit, taken behind our backs, 
hundreds and thousands of miles off, the wife of 
your bosom or the children of your love may be 
wrenched from your protection, and upon the 
strength of this ew parte affidavit, hurried off—— 

Mr. BUTLER. Blacks. | ` 

Mr. HALE. Sir, it does not say blacks, but 
anybody; and I have seen some that are holden 
as slaves, that it would be very difficult to tell 
by their complexions what their parentage was. 
I say that anybody, black or white, upon the 
strength of an ex parte affidavit, taken behind their 
backs, may be hurried off to a fate, compared to 
which, the refuge of the grave were a relief. And 
is it too much, sir, that we ask, and simply ask, 
that when such a claim as this is made, trial 
jury, habeas corpus, and every privilege dear to 
freemen, may be exercised in our own States? 

Mr. KING. [ call the Senator to order. It 
must be determined whether we will receive the 
paper before it is open to discussion. When it is 
determined to receive it, as I suppose, from the 
votes recently taken, it will be, it will then be in 
the power of the Senator to deliver his eulogy on 
ue blacks and the horrors of slavery; but not be- 
ore. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is of 
opinion that it is in order to discuss the question 


of reception. 
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Mr. HALE. I ask the indulgence of the Sena-. 
torfor one moment. The Senator from Maryland 
[Mr.Prarr} made a speech on the question of re- 
ception, and I understand that the question of. re- 
ception is debatable. 

he VICE PRESIDENT... The Chair under- 
stands that it.is debatable. 

Mr. KING. - The Chair is wrong, if he decides 
that it is debatable. The rule is, that the indi- 
vidual presenting the paper shall state the sub- 
stance of it, in order that the Senate shall judge 
whether it shall be received or not. The question 
then comes up, if the presiding officer knows that 
there is objection to the reception of the paper, or 
if objection is made, Shall the paper be received?.; 
And all that can be done, legitimately, is to take 
the statement of the person presenting the petition 
or paper, or to ask the reading of it, as has fre- 
quently been done, to ascertain the substance of 
it. When it is received, it is a fair subject for 
discussion, and you may go into all the matters 
embraced in it; hut not till then. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair may be 
wrong. The Chair understands the Senator from 
Alabama to say, that the question of reception is 
not debatable at all. S 

Mr. KING. Certainly not. 

ue HALE. The practice has been different, 
then. 

Mr. KING. No, sir; it has not. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair does not 
know by what rule the right is limited. 

Mr. KING. I appeal to the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, [Mr. Cray,] whether I am not right in the 
statement 1 have made? for in the House of 
Representatives, in a celebrated case—where Mr. 
Randolph was in the habit of getting up and say- 
ing, l intend to present such and such papers, and 
then going into a very long speech, so as, in some 
cases, to weary the patience of the House, and 
then withdrawing them—the honorable Senator 
from Kentucky, [Mr. Cray,] then presiding offi- 
cer, decided that papers must be sent to the Chair 
and first. received, before discussion could take 
place. Am I right? 

Mr. CLAY assented. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. When that decision 
was made in the House, that it could not be de- 
bated, there was no question pending, whether the 
petition be received. In this case there is such a 
motion; and the Chair does not perceive why de- 
bate may not be had’ on it, as well as on any other 
motion.” 

Mr. KING. I have another ground of opposi- 
tion to debate being allowed. The proposition 
now before the Senate is, to lay the motion of re- 
ception on the table. 

Mr. HALE. No, that’ motion has not been 


made. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The only motion 
before the Senate is, that the petition be received. 

Mr. KING. The Senator from Maryland ob- 
jected to the reception of the petition; and I under- 
stood him to move to lay the question on the 
table. 

SeveraL Senators. No; he did not. 

Mr. CHASE. I wish to make a single remark 
on the question of order, with the view of direct- 
ing the attention of the Senate to a precedent in 
point. That precedent is the debate in the British 
Parliament upon the subject of receiving a memo- 
rial from one of the American colonies, at a very 
early period of the differences between this country 
and Great Britain. The question was, whether 
the right of petition should be so far observed as ; 
to receive that memorial, which was presented to 
the House of Lords, as this petition is presented to | 
the American Senate. Upon the question whether 
the petition should be received or not, there was 
grave and full debate, which terminated at length 
in the defeat of the friends of freedom, and of the 
right of petition in that body; and that petition— 
the petition of an American colony, setting forth 
the grievances of which America complained-—was 
refused reception by the House of Lords of Great 
Britain. But even that body did not go so far as 
it is proposed to go here; they did not refuse to 
permit debate upon the question of reception. | 
The same rule prevailed there that prevails here; 
the member presenting the petition was required 
to state the substance of it, and the substance being | 
stated, the question then arose upon the reception | 
of the petition. Debate upon this question of re- | 
ception was, in the case I have referred to, held to i 


be in order, and was allowed, though. reception 
was ultimately denied. ‘The precedent, it seems 
to me, therefore, is in point. 

Mr. DICKINSON. The business to which 
these petitions relate, has already been reported 
upon by the appropriate commi-.tee, and the bill 
reported is now on the orders of the Senate. The 
appropriate disposition of the petition would, 
therefore, be, to lay it on the table. I cannot tell 
what is to be the result of all these abolition peti- 
tions. We are now in the middle of the fourth 
month of the session. The most urgent public 
business has been delayed for the discussion of 
this one question, directly or collaterally. Nothing 
else can come up but abolition, until the very at- 
mosphere is fetid, as in abolition meeting. In 
order to save the Chair and the Senate from the 
embarrassing question in which itis involved, I 
propose to make the appropriate disposition of this 
question—the one that belongs to any petition 
where a bill has been reported. I move to lay the 
question of reception and the question of order on 
the table. 

Mr. HALE. Jj raise the question of. order, 
whether it is competent for the Senator from New 
York to make the motion, I having been called to 
order, and under the rules of the Senate, took my 
seat? The only question is, whether I was in 
order, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair asked 
the Senator from New Hampshire whether he 
claimed the floor; and the Senator from Ohio [Mr. 
Cuase] rose and took it, 

Mr. HALE. On the point of order. 

Mr. DICKINSON. Ihave a right to move to 
lay the question of order on the table. 

Mr. HALE. Not while [ have the floor. 

Mr. DICKINSON. Discussion has intervened 
since the Senator had the floor. 

Mr. HALE. No, sir; I was called to order, 
and took my seat under the rules, while the ques- 
tion of order was pending; and it is not compe- 
tent for any one to interfere with my right to the 


floor. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The Senator from 
New Hampshire, when called to order, said noth- 
ing, but took his seat. When the Senator from 
Alabama (Mr. Kısa] had made the point of order, 
the Senator from Ohio rose, as the Chair supposed, 


to discuss the question; and the Chair inquired | 


whether the Senajor from New Hampshire yielded 
the floor. 

Mr. HALE. Upon the point of order only. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair heard 
no reply; but the Senator from Ohio rose and ad- 
dressed the Senate. 

Mr. HALE. He said expressly that he rose to 
the point of order. 

Mr. CHASE. I stated distinctly that I rose to 
the questionjof order, and for the purpose of bring- 
ing under the attention of the Senate a precedent 
which I thought applied to the case. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is of 
opinion that the Senator from New Hampshire, 
having the floor, cannot be deprived of it by the 
point of order. 

Mr. HALE. I will occupy the attention of the 
Senate but a single moment. The Senator from 
Alabama misunderstood me, if he supposed that I 
was delivering a eulogy on the horrors of slavery; 
I was commending it. I was speaking in favor of 
the slave States, because they give the right of trial- 
to a person that alleges that he is a freeman, and, 
instead of speaking of the horrors of slavery, I 


was contrasting it favorably with the situation of | 


us in the free States, or in States called free, show- 
ing that the slave States give the slave more rights 
of trial than this bill grants to freemen in the free 
States. 
I wish to say, once for all, that I can never con- 
sent to purchase peace by the surrender of such a 
right as that most valuable right, ‘ formidable,” 


in the words of the Declaration of Independence, | 
“to tyrants only.” I want to say another word | 
to the Senator from New York, [Mr. Dickinson, ] | 
whose sensibilities, even to his olfactories, are dis- | 


turbed by the introduction of discussions of this 
sort. Who introduced the discussion this morn- 
ing? Was it one of the “ fanatical Abolitionists,”” 
or was the individual who disturbed the Senate the 


| gentleman from Maryland? Who raised this de- 


bate? If anything offends the nostrils of the New 
York Senator this morning, it comes south of Ma- 
son and Dixon’s line, and not north, because we 


That was it; and having made that point, | 


were not guilty of the agitation.or discussion off 
this matter. I wish to say here, now and forever, 
that for one, I can never consent -on any terms, 
conditions, or considerations, to surrender that 
right for which the fathers of the revolution periled. 
everything they had on earth——that is, the right of, 
trial by jury. It was one of the causes assigned: 
in the Declaration of Independence, that justified. 
our fathers in going into the revolutionary war, 
that they had been in many cases deprived of the. 
right of trial by jury. And if the right of trial by 
jury was worth a seven years’ bloody war in 1776, 
itis certainly worth a struggle on this floor, and it 
will not be surrendered by me, at least, at any haz- 
ard, or for fear of any consequences. 7 

Mr. DICKINSON. Iam not to be drawn into 
any debate on this subject; but I will repeat what 
I said before, that we are now in the miudle of the 
fourth month of the session, and this subject, di- 
rectly and collaterally, has engaged the entire 
attention of both branches of Congress up to this 
time. Every important measure—the census bill, 
the financial bill, and the appropriation bill even, 
and the ordinary reports from committees—are all 
behind, because this question, which in nine-lenths 
of the instances is presented merely in some ab- 
stract view, must be daily discussed. Now, sir, 
I think the appropriate disposition of this petition 
would be, to lay it on the table, from the fact, that 
a bill on the subject to which it refers, has already 
been reported from the committee, and is now be- 
fore the Senate—and therefore the petition requires 
no reference. To get rid of this question, and in 
order to get at the public business, and allow the 
several committees to make their reports, 1 move 
to lay the petition on the table. 

Mr. BADGER. I ask my friend from New 
York to withdraw his gpotion for a moment. 

Mr. DICKINSON. J will, if my friend will 
renew it. 

Mr. BADGER. I will. I merely wish to 
make a remark, and not to detain the Senate but 
fora moment. I am very sorry that the Senator 
from Maryland (Mr. Prarr] thought it necessary 
to raise this questicn on the introduction, as it 
appears to me; of a petition perfectly germane 
and proper, as the subject-matter to which it refers 
is now before the Senate. What is the petition? 
It is a petition praying Congress, in any bill that 
may pass for the recapture of fugitive slaves, to 
secure to them the right of trial by jury. Now, 
it is said, we have a bill before us on that subject; 
that is true. It is said, too, that we have an 
amendment to it before us; that is also true. 
But does it furnish any reason why the people of 
the United States should not have aright to ex- 
press their opinions to the Senate as to the form? 
we shall giye to the measure we are going to adopt 
It seems to me gentlemen are running away with 
this subject, and for misled objects. Jt is said, 
that the object is to prevent the producing of ex- 
citement; but permit me to say, in the most kind 
and friendly manner, that whatever he may de- 
sign, the course the Senator from Maryland is 
now taking, if persisted in, will but increase the 
excitement. 

Mr. SEWARD, (in his seat.) There is no 
doubt of it. 

Mr. BADGER. And will but tend to produce 
the very results he desires to avoid. It is placing 
us in a false position on this subject, and as if we 
thought that no man in the country, no body of 
men, in whatever respectful terms they thought 
proper to use—had afright to indicate to us their 
views as to the adoption of a particular measure 
before thisbody. 1 hope to show, when i havean 
opportunity of presenting my views on the sub- 
ject, that what is asked by the petitioners, is ab- 
surd and preposterous, and that all the declama- 
tion we have heard in regard to it, has just as 
much to do with deciding this question as it has 
an abstract question in theology.. I expect to 
show and to demonstrate this, not to the satisfac- 
tion of the Senator from New Hampshire, because 
he has declared that he meant to hold on to his 
position any how; but because I differ from the 
petitioners, does that imply that the petitioners 
have no right to present and to ask the Senate to 
shape the billas they may think proper? lt seems 
to me that this would be carrying the thing to an 
extreme. 

I renew. the motion to lay on the table, as I 
promised the Senator from New York J would do, 
but at the same time I will not vote for it, because 
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I believe it is proper to receive the petition, and Í 
then lay it on the table. ` 

Mr. DICKINSON. If there are other Sen- 
atòrs who wish to speak on this subject, I ab- 
solve my friend from North Carolina from his 
promise to renew the motion. If it is the disposi- 
tion to continue the discussion, and consume the 
time, the responsibility is not with me. 

Mr. BADGER. I will withdraw the motion, 
then. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. Eam glad the 
motion haa been withdrawn, and, as the Senator 
from New York assents, without the purpose of 
renewing it; for it seems tome to be preposter- 
ous—absolutely preposterous—that we should 
undertake to object to the reception of a petition 
that is sent here from persons who havea right to 
petition Congress, if any body has a right to, and 
when that petition relates to a subject-matter pend- 
ing bere in this hall—a subject-matter about which 
nobody doubts our power of legislation, and 
which most of the Senators here have announced 
their readiness to discuss, and to pass some law in 
relation to. Now, is there a Senator on the other 
side of the house willing to vote against the re- 
ception of a petition like that? It is germane to 
the matter; and although they may approve or 
disapprove of the opinions expressed in it, do 
they mean to deny the right to petition on that 
topic? i trust there are none who will do so. I 
trust that we shall record no such thing on our 
journals, 

Mr. KING. I do not suppose the Senator from 
Massachusetts understood me as making any ob- 
jection whatever to the reception of the petition; 
and Í called the Senator from New Hampshire to 
order, because he was engaged in its discussion 
improperly, according to decision as I stated 
it to be, before the reception of the petition. I 
made no remarks whatever, nor did I intend to 
make any, against the reception of the petition, 

Mr. DAVIS. If the Senator will permit me, 
the motion to lay the motion to receive on the 
table, of itself implies an objection against the 


petiton. 
Mr. KING. I madeno such motion. 
Mr. DAVIS. I know you did not; but other 


Senators did. 

Mr. KING. I made no objection to its recep- 
tion, The Senator from Maryland did object to 
the reception of the paper, and on that motion 
a‘debate sprung up, which I wished to arrest, that 
we might proceed in regular order; and when the 
petition was received, as there was no doubt it 
would be, the Senator from New Hampshire could 
go on and discuss it if he thought proper. Cer- 
tainly, there is a great difference between petitions 
of the kind presented, although all looking to the 
subject of slavery. There are portions of them 
which may be received with propriety, because 
we have the power of legislative action on the sub- 
ject; and besides, there is but little probability, 
whatever may be the fanatical spirit in the land, 
that the views of this petition can be carried out by 
any legislative enactment here, and if so carried 
out, consequences that the Senator from New 
Hampshire aad others do not anticipate, will flow | 
from it, which they would deplore. Still, as itis | 
a subject of legislative enactment, and as the ques- 
tion is now before the Senate, | should have made 
no objection whatever to the reception of petitions 
of that description, There are others that are ab- | 
horrent to me, and which ought to be abhorrent to 
every honest man, whether on this floor or not, 
and which ought not to be received—petitions 
which are a gross insult to the understanding of the 
country, and a gross insult to a large section of 

the Union. I made no such objection to this, and 
I went to the Senator from Maryland and requested 
him to withdraw his objection and let the matter | 
go. J hope he will sull do so, and let it lie on the 
table and be taken up when the bill on the subject | 
is under consideration. I said yesterday, and | 
will repeat it again, that I never will hereafter ob- 
ject to the reception of any petiuon, I care not 
what may be its character, or however disgraceful 
it may be to those who present them or to those 
who send them. 

Mr. DICKINSON. My motion was made 
solely to get rid of the discussion at the time, and | 
not to object to the reception of petitions of this 
character. I treat the question to lay the motion | 
of reception on the table, the same as if it was to 


| plies to slaves; the act of 1793 applies to slaves; 
} and I do not therefore understand the Senator—1 


is some technical distinction drawn between the 
two motions; but I draw none such, and F care 
not what disposition is made of the petition, so 
that it-be disposed of, and the Senate can proceed 
with the public business. If, however, the objec- 
tion to its reception be withdrawn, the petition 
will go where it belongs—on the table.. My col- 
league has already presented an amendment on this 
subject, of trial by jury, to the bill to which the 
petition refers, which is on the table, and there is 
where the petition also belongs. Let it go there. 

Mr. PRATT. I believe, since I have been here, 

I have not occupied as much time in speaking as 
some of the Senators who have complained of my 
motion. One Senator says that it is absurd and 
perposterous, and that it is one which would not be 
entertained by sensible men; and therefore Í must 
now say something, or 1 must suffer myself to 
be placed in the category in which the learned |} 
Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Davis] has 
placed me. 

Mr. DAVIS. Idid not have the Senator from 
Maryland in my eye at all, and I intended no per- 
sonal allusion whatever. 1 believe | used the word 
‘t preposterous,” and all the application by it was, 
that it seemed to me preposterous to say that a 
petition should not come here on a subject which 
all admit is before us for consideration. That is 
what I considered preposterous. 

Mr. PRATT. Now it is preposterous that this 
question should be introduced here, and the reason 
assigned by the Senator from Massachusetts is, 
because the subject is before the Senate for its 
legislative action. Well, how is it before the Sen- 
ate? It is before the Senate because the Senator 
from New York has offered an amendment to a 
bill here securing to the South the right of recap- 
turing fugitive slaves, by which amendment, if 
passed, that very right is rendered entirely nuga- 
tory. If, therefore, every kind of petition can be 
properly introduced here, because the subject is 
before the Senate for legislative action, it is only 
necessary for a Senator, who desires the introduc- 
tion of a petition upon any subject, to introduce 
some amendment. kie will then have the subject 
before the Senate, and, according to the rule of the 
Senators from Massachusetts and North Carolina, 
petitions on those subjects are then proper to be 
introduced. Now, according to my understand- 
ing of it, the Senate has adopted the rule or prac- 
tice, that certain petitions on this gubject of slavery 
shall not be received; and what is the object of 
this rule of practice? As I apprehend, it was, and 
the only legitimate object of it was, to prevent the 
excitement which is pervading the country. Now, 
if that was the object, then I say that no petition 
can be presented to the Senate during the present 
session which is as likely to produce excitement, 
or so well calculated to produce it, as the petition 
now offered. I say that on this subject—on the 
recovery of fugitive slaves—there is more practical 
wrong done, at least to the people of my State, 
through the action of the non-slaveholding States, 
than on any other of these disturbing subjects of 
slavery. Weall know that this petition is, that 
the Constitution shall be violated, and with it the 
act of 1793, passed in pursuance of it; for every 
one knows that if they have, in Pennsylvania, or 
in any other State to which a slave may escape, 
the right of trial by jury, his delivery to his mas- i 
ter is an impossibility. Every man in this body 
knows this, and therefore I look on this petition as | 
one asking us to prevent the carrying out of the 
Constitution, and to destroy even the rights we 
have under the act 1793, passed in relation to that 
clause of the Constitution. l say that this is cal- 
culated to produce, in my State at least, more ex- || 
citement than any one of the topics of slavery in- 
troduced here—petitions in regard to which, under 
the rule, are not received. Now, ldo not under- |} 
| stand this rule and praetice of the Senate, unless {| 
it is based on the principle, that it is wrong to have 
excitement here, and that therefore all these topics 
should be excluded. 

The Senator from New Hampshire put it on 
another ground—that, under some law which Hj 
| have never seen, his wife or daughter may be taken | 
from him without a trial by jury. Now, sir, the | 
article of the Constitution of the United States ap- | 


i 
i 
| 


do not comprehend him—when he says his wife 
or daughter may be taken from him without this 


lay the petition on the table. I know that there 


trial by jury, by an affidavit, either from men at 


| Umony ma 


the North or at the South, under the provisions of 
some bill now pending before the Senate. I have 
reference to the Constitution, and the act of 1793, 
under which the South has the right to go and 
claim their slaves when they escape from the limits 
of their own State to a sister State; and it is in 
reference to it, the petition, I believe, only refers, 
and I hope. it will be laid on the table. [tis under 
these views I have felt it my duty, with all defer- 
ence to those who are older Senators than myself, 
to move to lay the question of reception on the 
table. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is moved that 
the question of reception be laid on the table, and 
on this question the yeas and nays are demanded. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Sen- 
ate refused to lay the question of reception on the 
table. 

Mr. SEWARD. I now move that the petition 
be received, and that it be laid on the table. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I call for a division of 
the question. The gentleman moves to receive 
and lay on the table; which question I ask to be 
divided. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question will 
first be on the motion to receive the petition. 

Mr. DICKINSON. It has been received, has 
it not ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The last question 
was on the motion to lay the question of reception 
on the table. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I wish to make but a 
remark or two. The Senator from New Hamp- 
shire, who sits before me, [Mr. tHaxe,] | think is 
one of the most astute Senatorial gladiators, in 
reference to this subject of slavery, that | have met 
with anywhere; and | think, sir, the remarks 
which he made ought not to go to the country, 
without being accompanied by something in the 
shape ofa reply. Itis perfectly manifest, that he 
wishes to get up a war upon the subject of the 
right of trial by jury; and these petitioners through- 
out the country, since this bill for the reclamation 
of fugitive slaves has been reported, seem to have 
taken in view the same object to make an issue, 
and to excite public sentiment upon that principle 
of American liberty. Now, sir, the idea that I 
wish the northern. people to consider, when they 
want to apply the right of trial by jury to the sub- 
ject of the recapture of fugitive slaves, is this: 
Where is that jury trial to take place? At home 
where it can take place, or shall it take place in 
the country to which the fugitive flees? Now, sir, 
the people of the South have always regarded the 
fact, that the northern people distrusted their tri- 
bunals, and refused even to-deliver up those who 
were indicted for crimes, for the purpose of being 
tried for them at the South, as one of the greatest 
grievances which they experienced. It isan in- 
sult where there is no cause for it; it, sir, irritates 
the whole South, and it is but a way of saying, 
that as you have no magistracy or law by which 
you can give a fairand impartial trial io those 
who may be accused and indicted for crime, hence 
we will not surrender to you, to be tried by your 
judiciary and your juries at home, those who may 
be indicted for offences there. Now, I wish to. 
ask the North, and the Senator from New Ramp- 
shire, this simple question: Do you intend by these 
trials by jary, to institute in the State to which 
the fugitive slave may escape, anything like a final 
adjudieatian upon the rights of the party? Do you 
intend, by the transfer of jurisdiction to the terri- 
tory where the slave may be apprehended, a final 
settlement of the controvery, so as to make the 
adjudication in that ease a bar toany trial at home. 
Sir, if that be the object of the gentleman, he must 
see at once, that it becomes a question of very 
great Importance on the part of the people of the 
South, to resist anything like a change of venue in 
reference to these rights, from their own tribunal 
at home, where the owners reside, and where tes- 
y be had, to a foreign jurisdiction, and 


to the procrastination incident to a controversy of 


! that sort. 


Mr. BALDWIN. Suppose the man seized as 


| a slave has always resided in the place where he 


is seized, what then? 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I will answer the Sena- 
tor. Str, we have in all the States, so far as I 
know, something like examining tribunals. You 
arrest a man for crime, and you examine into the 
case before putting him upon his final trial, be 
fore you evan take the case before a grand jury 
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and long before you go to the petit jury, to decide 
as to his guilt or innocence, Now, what I regard 
as necessary in the apprehension of a fugitive, is 
this preparatory examining - investigation, where 
the question ought to be, is he a fugitive; and 
where you make out a primd facie case against 
him, then take and restore him to the neighbor- 
hood whence he fied, and there have an investiga- 
tion into the question as. to whether he is really 
free or a slave. But the whole object seems to 
be to transfer this question of jurisdiction, and not 
let the investigation be a mere preliminary one, 
but to make it a final decision of the controversy, 
and thereby to transfer the place of decision from 
the State whence the fugitive goes, to the State 
where he is taken. If that is the object the Sena- 
tor from New New Hampshire now pursues, and 
the issue he is about to make, under this idea of 
having a jury trial in behalf of human liberty, it 
must be seen at once, that it is a vastly important 
question in reference to the interests which are in- 
volved; and it must be seen at once, also, that you 
are throwing every obstacle in the way of the-in- 
dividual who claims the fugitive, and that you are 
involving himin cost and delay—and especially 
that of getting his witnesses face to face, before 
the examining tribunal—where the arrest takes 
place. 

I have merely thrown out these ideas in the 
hope that they might go to the country with the 
remarks of the Senator from New Hampshire, 
and induce northern minds to consider this thing, 
while they are wishing to change'the venue, as to 
the owner of a slave, to a free State. 

Mr. FOOTE. | move that this subject be passed 
by informally, that the order of the day may be 
taken up, as the hour has arrived. 

Mr. SEWARD. The motion is merely to re- 
ceive the petition and lay it on the table. I think 
there will be no more debate. 

Mr. FOOTE. I have no objection, if it can at 
once be disposed of. 

The petition was received and laid on the table. 


ADMISSION OF CALIFORNIA. 

TM Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion to refer to the Committee on Territories 
the message of the President of the United States, 
transmitting theconstitution of the State of Cali- 
fornia, 

Mr. DOUGLAS, having the floor, resumed and 
concluded his remarks. [His speech will be found 
in the Appendix.] 

Mr. D. having concluded, 

Mr. HALE and Mr. DAYTON addressed the 
Chair, but the former obtained the floor. f 

Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President, { understand that 
the honorable Senator from New Hampshire 
wishes only to obtain the floor upon this question. 

Mr. HALE. That is all. [ move that the 
further consideration of these resolutions be post- 
poned till Tuesday next. 

Mr. DAYTON. Well, I suppose I can be 
heard upon that motion. J make no objection, of 
course. to my friend from New Hampshire apply- 
ing for the floor; but I hope he will permit me to 
say, that I think a bad practice has obtained here 

+ of late. The rule of the Senate requires that what- 
ever member wishes to address the President, shall 
arise in his place. It was a rule which I suppose 
was made for the purpose of keeping good order. 
I da not like this plan, which has come up within 
two or three years, of taking a seat by the Sena- 
tor addressing the Senate, for the purpose of 
catching the floor. f 

The question being then taken upon the motion 
to postpone the further consideration of the sub- 
ject until Tuesday next, it was agreed to. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
resolutions of proposed compromise, submitted by 
Mr. Cray. 

Mr. BADGER. I yielded. yesterday, very 
cheerfully, every claim that I might have had 
upon the courtesy of the Senate to-day, to speak 
upon these resolutions, in order not to interfere 
with the Senator from Michigan [Mr. Cass] or 
the Senator from Illinois, [Mr. Doucras.] I now 
move that the consideration of these resolutions 
be postponed*till Monday next. i 

The question being taken upon the motion to 
postpone, it was agreed to. 

MR, BELL’S RESOLUTIONS—SELECT COM- 
MITTEE. 


Mr. FOOTE. I now suggest that the order of 


the day be taken up, which, I believe, is the reso- 
lution which 1 had the honor of proposing a day 
or two since, in the discussion of which the Sen- 
ator from Michigan, [Mr. Cass,] was engaged yes- 
terday, and who gave way, with the under- 
standing that he should have the opportunity of 
continuing them to-day. 

Mr. RUSK. IhopetheSenatos will withdraw his 
motion for a few moments. I have many reports 
to make, and other business to attend to, which 
has been lying by me for some time; and I wish 
to introduce a resolution for the purpose of fixing 
some certain time for the consideration of it, 

Mr. FOOTE withdrawing his motion, 

Mr. RUSK submitted the following resolution 
for consideration: 

Resolved, That the 24th rule of the Senate be amended, 
by inserting after the word “presented,” at the first sen- 
tence— 

“ Provided, That petitions and memorials shall only be 
called for, presented, or received, the first day of the meet- 
ing of the Senate in each week.” 

Mr. BUTLER. If my friend from Mississippi 
will allow me, I desire to say a word. 

Mr. FOOTE. j would, with pleasure, but I 
am desirous of having this matter taken up. 

Mr. BUTLER. lt would take but a moment, 

Mr. FOOTE. So others would say, and thus 
the time would be taken up; and weall know that 
speeches are always made before the business is 
attended to. 

The Senate then, on motion by Mr. Foots, 
resumed the consideration of the motion to reter 
the resolutions proposed by Mr. Bex to a select || 
committee of thirteen. 

Mr. CASS resumed and concluded as follows: 

Mr. Presipenr: Before 1 resume my remarks 
at the point where | left off yesterday, 1 have a 
question to put to the Senator from Mississippi, 
who, (said Mr. Cass, looking round,) 1 am sorry |! 
to see, is not in his seat. I regret he isnot; but Í 
will postpone the reference 1 designed making to 
him until the close of my remarks, when per- 
haps he may be here. I spoke tohim this morn- | 
ing on the subject, and therefore he is perfectly 
aware of the question I wish to put to him. 

I was remarking yesterday, when I resigned the 
ficor, that there were certain things we could not |: 
accomplish, and others that, with equal certainty, 
we might take for granted we could do. Among || 
the latter, was the bill providing for the recapture || 
of fugitive slaves; and another object, which | 
trust will be accomplished, is the providing of a | 
government for the new territories. 1 think it |j 
essential to calm this agitation, and so long as 
these territories are left without a government, so 
long will the present state of things continue, and 
this agitation be kept up, which is so harassing to 
the tranquillity, and dangerous to the peace, of the 
Union. 

That a law may be passed authorizing the peo- 
ple of the territories to govern themselves, without 
any Wilmot proviso being attached to it, is my 
wish and my hope. I am not going to say much 
upon the propriety of the admission of California, 
for the remarks that have fallen from my friend 
from Illinois [Mr. Doveras] are so well expressed 
and so pertinent, that they preclude the necessity 
of entering anew into that topic at any length. 

I understood the distinguished Senator from 
South Carolina to admit, yesterday, that he did 
make it expressly a test question, As I remarked 
before, it ws this demand of the honorable Sena- 
tor that excited in my mind serious apprehensions 
as to the résult; for I knew, and every member of || 
this Senate knew, that if this was made a test || 
question, upon which the fate of this Republic 
depended, that fate was sealed. J trust I may be |) 
permitted to say, with regard to this issue, that it |] 
appears to me not only unwise but useless, for the || 
reasons so well expressed by the Senator from 
Illinois, in his speech to-day. 

No gentleman on this floor, from the North or the 
South, the East or the West, will rise in his seat, |! 
and say he believes that slavery will ever go into i 
the Territory of California; no one can believe this || 
for a moment. What, sir, would the southern 
States gain by sending California, after she has 
come here with a constitution in her hands, back 
again, to undergo the process of a territorial gov- 
ernment, and then to returs here a year hence— 
every year perhaps for ten years—and revive the 
question anew? What would be gained by it for | 
any portion of the country? Is it a battle worth 


| themselves. 


worth the contest? Sir, there is no object that can 
be accomplished by such a- course of procedure. 
Under existing circumstances, what kind of terri- 
torial government can be established there? Can 
any territorial government be established? And 
is this unsettled state of things to go on from year 
to year, perpetuating the bitter feelings that have 
already sprung up between one section of the 
Union and the other? But I have said also that 
such a course is unwise; and ‘I trust my southern 
friends will pardon me for saying, that they are 
making a very unwise issue. 

Sir, we cannot stand before the country, and 
before the world, and object to the admission of 
California on the ground that has been urged. 
The objection is not to her boundaries, though 
that topic has been much debated. The honorable 
Senator from Hlinois, whom we have all just 
heard with so much pleasure, has discussed the 
subject so ably and clearly, that it would bea 
work of supererogation in me to renew it. | my- 
self was at first startled at the boundary claimed, 
stretching as it does along the coast of the Pacific 
one thousand miles—a much greater extent than 
any one State in the Union ought to possess. As 
the Senator from Illinois and myself are together 
in the same house, we have conversed repeatedly 
upon this subject, and with an earnest desire to 
reduce these boundaries, if the nature of the country 
would permit. With this view, he examined va- 
rious lines proposed—the parallel of ‘86° 30, and 
the southern range of mountains—to ascertain 
what proper limitation could betiiposed upon the 
new State. But he ultimately tiécame satisfied 
that no change could be miadel2'The country be- 
tween the ocean and the sea ista narrow one, and 
east of the mountains is a desert, and in propor- 
lion to its extent, thesquantity of arable Jand is 
small. Be the boundaries as they may, it is not 
probable that its popifation will ever be as great 
as that of some of*th@ other States of this Union. 
And if its southern boundary were to stop at the 
mountains, there would be left between them and 
the Mexican possessions a small districtof country, 
which would have to remain for an indefinite 
period, perhaps forever, in a colonial condition. 

The Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Car- 
HOUN,] who i regret to see is notin his seat to- 
day, does not assume this ground as an objection 
to the admission of California. That objection 
rests upon her present position and mode of appli- 
cation; because she has established a Goverament 
of her own without passing through a territorial 
process, and comes here of her own accord, and 
asks admission into this Union, This ground of 
objection cannot be maintained in this age of the 
world, before the people of this country, and, Í 
may add, the people of Christendom. 

One hundred thousand American citizens on the 
shores of the Pacific are, or might be, so far as 
depends upon our action, in a perfect state of 
anarchy. Three sessions of Congress have in- 
tervened since these new territories came under the 
jurisdiction of the United States, and you have 
net legislated for them in a single instance, except 
to make provision for the collection of revenue at 
their ports. All other duties, devolving upon you 
as legislators for the entire Union, have been to- 
tally neglected. You have used them only for the 
purpose of collecting taxes from them. Ave we, 
sir, to be told, in the middle of the nineteenth cen- 
tury, that these people, under such circumstances, 
have no right to form a government? No man 
can stand up here, and assert this doctrine, and 
expect to receive the support of the people of this 
country. My friend from lilinois (Mr. Doveras] 
correctly said, that the right of government—ot 
some kind of government—was a right inherent 
in all people upon the face of the earth, and that 
the establishment of civil and social order was 
among the first necessities of men entering into 
civil society. Without government, they cannot 
exist; and you have provided no government 


| for the people of California, and it is now con- 


tended that they have no right to provide one for 
You have neglected your own duty 
toward them for the last three sessions, and now, 
when they come here acknowledging your juris- 
diction, and with a constitution in their hands, 
you are about to send them back to the shores of 
ithe Pacific, to enter into a territorial condition, 
and to return again at some future time as suppli- 
ants for your favor. They love the Union; they 


fighting? Is the object to be accomplished really 


have felt its bleasings, and desire to secure them 
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to themselves and posterity. They will have no 
other standard to wave in the breezes of the Pa- 
cific, on their coast, but.the standard of their fathers 
—the stars and stripes of thelr country. Would 
to God that this feeling prevailed. with equal in- 
tensity at the centre of the Republic, as it prevails 
at its distant extremity! While they wish to come 
in, there are those who wish to go out. It is con- 
soling to find that the patriotic ardor of our coun- 
trymen does not diminish as they recede from the 
older portions of the Republic.. I repeat, they 
come here, not as revolutionists, but as an integral 
part of our great community, asking admittance 
into the Confederacy. Seat 

Mr. KENG, (in his seat.) Who is it that pre- 
vents them ? 

Mr. CASS. The Senator from Alabama in- 
quires who it is-that has prevented them from hav- 
ing a government, and I answer itis the Congress 
of the United States; and in saying this, I take the 
blame myself, as one of its members. 

Mr. DOWNS. The Wilmot proviso prevents 
them. 

Mr. CASS. Iam speaking of the cause of our 
neglect—the Wilmot proviso is another thing. 
I am not examining what differences of opinion 
may have prevented our action. I am speaking of 
our neglect, and of its effect upon the people of 
California, and of their justification in forming a 
State government. What has the Wilmot pro- 
viso, or any other difference of opinion here, to do 
with them? They would still have remained 
without a government had they not taken their 
own cause into their own hands, and done for them- 
selves what we ought to have done for them. Are 
they to be deprived of social organization, and of 
all the elements of social order—I may add, of ex- 
istence, and to be treated by us with contumely 
and mockery, under the pMtence that we can do 
nothing for them, because some one thinks proper 
to introduce the Wilmot proviso into our legisla- 
tive proceedings ? 

Mr. DOWNS. Does not the gentleman know 
that that is the only reason? 

Mr. CASS. To be sure; gentlemen would not 
have voted for a territorial government clogged 
with the Wilmot proviso. I would not do it my- 
sef, But the great fact still remains. It is our 
fault they have no government—it is not theirs; 
and it is because that question has divided you, 
and prevented you from doing your duty, that they 
appear bere to-day, and ask justice at your hands. 

Mr. FOOTE, Will the Senator bear with me? 

Mr. CASS. With pleasure, 

Mr. FOOTE I presume the Senator does not 
wish to do injustice to any one; but he knows 
well that what may properly be called the Walker 
amendment was prevented from being adopted, 
according to his own account, by the Senator from 
New York. 

Mr. CASS. If any gentleman supposes that I 
had the slightest idea of casting censure vpon one 
haman being, he is utterly mistaken; such a sen- 
timent never occurred tome. I was speaking of 
the Congress of the United States, and of the duties 
they bad to perform and had neglected to perform, 
and did not intend to reflect the slightest censure 
upon any gentleman, North, South, East, or West, 
much less to arraign their motives. I was speak- 
ing of the relation which existed between this 
Government and the people of California, which 
nas Justified, in my opinion, the course they have 
taken. 

Mr. BUTLER. Will the honorable Senator 
allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. CASS. Certainly. 

Mr. BUTLER. Do I understand the honora- 
ble Senator now to say, that it was the duty of 
Congress to bave provided a competent govern- 
ment for these territories? 

Mr. CASS. There are two positions I have 
always maintained with reference to this subject— 
first, that Congress, under the Constitution, has 
no right to establish governments for the territo- 
ries; secondly, that under no circumstances have 
they the right to pass any law to regulate the in- 
ternal affairs of the people inhabiting them. The 
first may be a matter of necessity; and when the 
necessity exists, if a Senator votes for it, he votes 
upon his own responsibility to his constituents. 
If they believe the necessity and support him, he 
4s safe, but if not, he must fall. If I had voted 
under such circumstances, I must have looked to 
my constituents for my justification; but under no 


your sovereignty, but because her citizens love 


circumstances cuuld I have voted for any law in- 
terfering with the internal concerns of the people 
of a territory. No necessity requires it; there is | 
no necessity which would justify it. 4 

Mr. CHASE. Will the Senator allow me to 
ask him a question? : ; 

Mr. CASS. Certainly; I stand ready to be 
catechised all dayson this subject, if Senators. de- 
Sire. it. 3 

Mr. CHASE. Did E understand the Senator | 
as saying that, in voting for a bill to establish a 
government: in the territories he would assume 
the exercise of any authority not given in the 
Constitution? 

Mr. CASS. The honorable Senator will un- 
doubtedly recollect, that in a historical document 
called the Nicholson letter, which subsequent cir- 
cumstances have made somewhat important, I 
distinctly stated my views upon this subject, and 
those views have remained unchanged to the pres- 
ent hour. I maintained, that no power is given 
by the Constitution to establish territorial gov- 
ernments, but that where an imperious necessity 
exists for such a measure, the legislator who 
yields to it must look to his constituents for his 
justification. 

Mr. CHASE. I understood theSenator to say, 
that there was no such authority given by the 
Constitution? 

Mr. CASS. I said, that if we doan act not 
authorized by the Constitution, under a pressure 
of necessity, that act must be done upon our own 
responsibility; and I refer the gentleman to the 
authority of Mr. Madison, who justified the ac- 
tion of the Congress of the Confederation, on the 
subject of territories, upon this ground—and 
upon this alone. If the gentleman will take the 
trouble to look at my speech on the Wilmot 


distinctly laid down. 


principle to the admission of California? Allow 


termined by mere abstract or speculative opinions. 
There is no want of heavy books in the world, 
which treat of political science; but you need not 
go to them to ascertain the rights of men—either 
individuals or in communities; if you do, you will 


no man can follow you. If there are rights of sov- 
ereignty, there may be wrongs of sovereignty; and 
this truth should be heid in everlasting remem- 
brance. And this is the case with regard to Cali- 
fornia. We have rights, and we have duties; and 
if the former are sacred, the latter should be sacred 
| also. One of these duties we have neglected to 
perform; and we are told by gentlemen who have 


into the Union, she should come to the door of 
Congress and knock for admission. California 
has thus come, and knocked; but no door is 
opened to her, and she is to be told, ** Go back 
and wait till we are ready.” There is but one 


we keep shut. You must pass through a territo- 
rial government; but that government we have 
neglected to give you, and we are probably as far 
from establishing it as ever. And such is the pa- 
ternal regard we manifest toward one hundred 
thousand American citizens, who are upholding 
the flag of our country on the distant shores of 
the Pacific, A good deal has been said about pre- 
cedents: I am not going toyexamine either their 
application or authority, though it has been pretty 


| clearly shown by others, that they fully justify this 


measure of admission. 

Great political measures must be judged by 
themselves. When new and imposing circum- 
stances dictate an unusual course, they furnish the 
jusufication for action, and they furnish also a 


| our Union. Shecomes and asks admission—not, | 
| as the honorable Senator from Illinois says, in | 
language of equal force and beauty—not to reject | 


their native country, know the value of our inst 
tutions, and desire to become bone of our bone, and 
flesh of our flesh, They come, I repeat, not as 
reyolutionists, but as petitioners, asking the great- 
est favor we can bestow upon them. The distin-| 


guished Senator from South Carolina has objected | 


proviso, he will find my views on this point | 
What is the objection in | 


me to-say, that great political rights and move- | 
ments, in this age of the world, are not to be de- | 


lose yourself groping in a labyrinth, and where | 


spoken here, that when a State wishes admission | 


door through which you éan enter, and that door | 


precedent for future proceedings; and whether | 


į history, our duty is still the same. Thatduty im- 
periously requires the admission of California into | 


that we can only admit a State into our Confeder~ 
acy, and that California is not a State. Well, sir, 
in my opinionit is a State, and as truly so as any 
existing under the sun. The honorable Senator 
from Maine asked the very emphatic question, 
What constitutes a State? And his answer will 
find a responsive cord in the heart of every Amer- 
ican. It is said with truth that it is men who makga 
State. They do, sir. It is not land, nor trees, nor 
gold mines; but itis men, by whom and for whom 
States are constituted and maintained. Why, sir, 
any other doctrine would carry us back to the 
worst portion of the middle ages, when Govern- 
ments were institated for the protection of the few, 
and men without property were men without 
rights. Doctor. Franklin, with his native good 
sense—and, I may add, his native good humor— 
rebuked this principle of legislation in a manner far 
more significantly than could have been done by 
the most labored argument. He said that a cer- 
tain amount of property is necessary to entitle a 
man toa vote. He possesses a jackass to-day of 
|| the requisite value, and can exercise this right. 
To-morrow the jackass dies, and he loses it. To 
| whom does the right belong—to the man or the 
| jackass? 

[Here Mr. Burzer said something in a tone in- 
audible to the reporter, to which Mr. Cass replied, 
I go for the man, and not for the jackass.] 

But, Mr. President, there are other considera- 
|i tions which seem to me forcibly to urge the ad- 
j| mission of California. The Senator from Illinois 
i| truly said, that the pride of opinion is strong in 
the human breast, and that it belongs as well to 
communities as individuals. The Wilmot proviso 
is offensive—justly offensive—to the southern sec~ 
tion of the Confederacy—offensive, independently 
i| of its practical consequences. Àt is considered an 
| arbitrary assumption of power, and is, therefore, 
resisted, agreeably to the established laws of hu- 
man nature. We oppose instinctively all improper 
assumptions of authority over us, without stop- 
|| ping to inquire into the pecuniary value they may 
j| affect. No man is willing to havea measure forced 
upon him. Now, the people of Californiaghave 
| been driven by necessity to take this matter into 
theirown hands, They have decided the question 
for themselves. ‘There is no offence to the pride 
of the South or of the North. There is no invid- 
ious Wilmot proviso to be passed north or south 
| of 36930. There is no pride of opinion involved, 
| and no overbearing act of one portion of the coun- 
try against the other; and therefore the admission 
i of California removes much of the present contro- 
versy in a manner that spares the feelings of all. 

I regret, sir, that the Senator from South Caro- 
lina is not present, as Í desired to extend my re- 
marks further than I shall now do. l havealready 
said, that the speech of that honorable Senator in- 
evitably leads us to the conclusion, that upon the 
{| admission of California depends the dissolution of 
i, the Union. He likewise contended that an amend- 
|| Ment to the Constitution was indispensable, and 
| his remarks on yesterday seemed to connect the 
|| fate of the country with the accomplishment of 
i this object. 

Mr. DOWNS. The Senator from Michigan . 
states that the Senator from South Carolina re- 
marked, in his speech, that this amendment was 
indispensable. Now, I may have misunderstood 
his words, but certainly I think he only said that 
it was desirable. 

Mr. CASS. I do not desire to exchange words 
upon this point, and have not the slightest disposi- 
{| tion to provoke debate upon it. In order to satisfy 

the Senator from Louisiana, I will read the Sei- 
ator’s own words: i 


i 
| 
i 


| 
{ 


i “The North has only to will it to accomplish it; to do 
l; justice by conceding to the South an equal right in the ac- 
; quired terrilcry, and to do ber duty by causing her stipula- 
tions, relative to fugitive slaves, to aithfatiy falfitleds in 
cease the agitation of the slave question; and to provide for 
i; the insertion of a provision in the Constitution, by an amende 
ji ment, which will restore to the South, ia substance, the 


such cases as this are to be found in our legislative 


| power she possessed of protecting herself before the equili- 
| brium between the sections was destroyed by the action of 


i 


U tuis Government. There will he no difficulty in devisingsuch 


i a provision, one that will protect the South, and which at 
| the same time will improve and strengthen the Government, 
| instead of impairing and weakening it. But will the North 
| agree to do this? Itis for her to answer this question. But I 
will say she cannotrefuse, ifshe has half the love of the Union 
which she professes to have, or without justly exposing 
herself to the charge, that her love of power and aggrandize- 
mentis far greater t herlove of the Union, Atah events, 
| the responsibility of saving the Union rests on the Norta and 
| not on the South. The South cannot save it by any act of 
| hers, and the North may save it without any sacrifice what 


ea 
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ever, unless to do justice, and-to perform ier duties under 
the Constitution, should be:regarded by, her asa sacrifice. 
it is time, Senators, that there sould be an open and 
manly avowal on all sidés, as to what is intended to be done. 
if the question is not now: settled, it is uncertain. whether 
it ever. can here:fter be; and. we, as the representatives 
of the States of this Union, regarded as governments,should 
come to a distinet yaderstanding asto our respective. views, 


in order to ascertain’ whether the great questions at issue 


‘can be settled ‘or not. If you, who represent the stronger 
portion cannot agree to-settle-them on the broad principle 
of justice and duty, say so, and let the States we both repre- 
sent, agree to separate and part in peace.” : 

[have not another. word to say, Mr. President. 
If these remarks do not justify the conclusion I 
have drawn :from them, I do not know what can. 

Mr. DOWNS. Do I understand the Senator 
as saying that he understood the Senator from 
South Carolina as asserting that the amendment 
should be. made now? 

Mr, CASS. The Senator from South Carolina, 
in the explanation he gave us, said he did not re- 
quire it to be done now, but that it was indispens- 
able that it should be done. Am I not right? 

Mr. FOOTE. The Senator from South Caro- 
Jina said, I believe, that it would be indispensable 
ultimately. |. That, I think, was the word he used. 

Mr. BUTLER. 1 know it. may be expected 
that 1 should be able to indicate what are the pre- 
cise opinions of my colleague, but I have, in reali- 
ty, no more knowledge of his views, than is, or 
may be, in the possession of any Senator; but I 
did understand him distinctly to say, so far as I į 
can infer from other sources—I believe it is his 
opinion—that when the northern States shall have 
acquired such a predominating influence in the 
- councils of the nation, that there shall be no secu- 
rity for the South against their abuse of power, 
that then there should be ingerted in the Constitu- 
tion some provision by which the minority shall 
have it in their power to avoid becoming a de- 
spised and degraded minority. Sir, that is his 
idea; and I will say in this connection—and I 
endorse his view to this extent—that I do not see 
that we have any security in the forbearance of a 
northern majority. Iam free tosay that I do not 
feel security from that source, because, when I 
hear one gentleman say that he holds to one part 
of the Constitution and disregards.another, accord- 
ing to his conscience, and others come in and say 
that they will break it down, so far as they under- 
stand its provisions, what security have we for the 
preservation of our rights, unless we have some- 
thing to rely upon by way of a veto? | 

My colleague has not intimated that the Union 
may not continue for many years to come; but 
what sort of Union is it, by which we are bound } 
together, when the elements of strife are intro- 
duced here every day? Hehas always adhered 
to the:Union, and he wishes to restore to it the 
elements of its prosperity, by producing harmony 
and conciliation; and they are attained by the 
North doing justiwe and conceding to the South 
an equal right in the acquired territory, by com- 
plying with the requisitions of the Constitution in 
relation to the delivery of fugitive slaves, and by 
ceasing the agitation of the slave question, and by 
providing for the insertion of some provision in 
the Constitution which will give to the South some 
security that her rights wili be respected. 

Mr. DOWNS. With the permission of the 
honorable Senator, I will state that [ believe it was | 
not understood, without going minutely into the 
views expressed by the Senator from South Caro- 
lina, that I believe he was not understood by 
southern members of this body generally in the 
sense in which the honorable Senator from Michi- 
gan understood him. I certainly did not so un- | 
derstand him, and I am not aware that any south- 
ern Senator did. 

Mr. FOOTE. Į understand now, from the ex- 
planation that has been given by the colleague of 
the honorable Senator from South Carolina, that 
itis the opinion of both these gentlemen that an 
ameéndment to the Constitution is Indispensable. 
Does the Senator from Louisiana doubt that such 
is their opinion ? 

Mr. DOWNS. 
gentleman. 
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I did not so understand the 


| gan will permit me to add a single word, 


l Mr: FOOTE... The Senator. from South Caro- 
‘Jina said there should be such a provision inthe 


Constitution as would. amount to a veto. power in 
favor of the minority. : . 

Mr: CASS. Gentlemen wiil remember that my 
time is very limited. i 
_ Mr. DOWNS. I trust the Senator will allow 
me to finish-the sentence that [ have commenced. 
‘Without going into a minute analysis of the speech 
of the honorable Senator from South Carolina, Tsay 
now that I did not put the construction upon. it 


which is put by the honorable Senator from Michi- | 


gan, and I believe that southern Senators generally 
did not. TER 

Mr. BORLAND. As one southern Senator, I 
will say that I did not. ; 

Mr. DOWNS. I know of none that did. 

Mr. RUSK. Will the honorable Senator from 
Michigan allow me simply to say, that I hope the: 
Senator from Louisiana will not make a construc- 
tion, or assume to speak for the entireSouth. We 
are all here. I do not choose that the Senator 
shall make a construction for me—that I can do 
for myself. Ido not choose to enter upon that 
matter now. I have not investigated the subject; 
but I hope the Senator will not assume to speak 
for the whole South. 

Mr. DOWNS. Ido not intend to speak for 
anybody but myself; but, so far as I know, or 
have heard, the view that I have stated is that 
taken by the whole South. 

Mr. FOOTE. I hope the Senator from Michi- 
o 9 I know 
that the construction which I placed upon the hon- 
orable Senator’s remark, is the construction that 
was given to it by nearly all the southern mem- 
bers of this body. I could give their names, if 
necessary. Ihave said so before, and my word 
is not to be disputed by any body. 

Mr. DOWNS. I did not dispute the assertion 


i of the honorable Senator; but I have a right to 


speak for myself. I have not conversed with the 
Senator from Texas, nor with any other Senator, 
in regard toit. Ido not make it a business to do 
so; but I hear what Senators say to me, and I now 
say again, thatthe Senator from Mississippi, up 
to this time, is the first Senator who has put the 
constriftion that is now contended for, upon the 
speech of the distinguished Senator from South 
Carolina. I speak of what I know. It is true, I 
may be mistaken; but I do not coincide in that 
construction, and I believe there are many from 
the South who do not, 

Mr. CASS. May I be ao to say that I 
must request Senators no longer to interrupt me. 
I hope I shall be allowed to go on, as my time is 
short, and J will finish what I have to. say in a 
very few minutes. I am generally quite accom- 
modating, but upon this occasion | must insist that 
there be no more interruptions. 

1am not going to dwell upon this point of con- 
struction. God knows I have not the slightest 
wish to misrepresent the opinions or the objects of 


| the Senator. I have only to say, that any man who 
reads the speech must come to the same conclu- j| 


sion, that, in the opinion of the Senator, the dis- 
solution of the Union, if not altogether, was al- 
most inevitable. When I] alluded to this subject 
yesterday, saying that, agreeably to the views of 
the Senator from South Carolina, if the amend- 
ment of the Constitution did not take place now, 
‘tit would be fatal to the country,” the honorable 
Senator answered ‘certainly it will in the end.” 
The Senator says expressly, in his speech, the 
amendment must be made now. Yesterday he ex- 
plained, and | took his explanation with the great- 
est pleasure—that he conceives an amendment 


necessary to be made, hut that he does not con- |i 


ceive it is necessery to be done now. That isall I 


have to say in regard to this matter. What, then, f 


is the avowed object of the Senator from South 
Carolina? 
librium in this Government. Fdo not know pre- 
cisely what is meant by an equilibrium in a Gov- 


‘ernment. Ido not know in what way legislation 
is to be exactly weighed or measured, with refer-* 


ence to the various sections or interests of the 


He says he seeks to establish an equi- | 
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country. There has’ never been such a political 
expedient since. the commencement of: this Gov- 
ernment, or indeed ofany other—and- there never 
can be.. When the Government came into opera~ 
tion, there. were six slave and seven non-slavehold- 
ing States. : The majority, therefore, in this Senate 
was in proportion then what.it. is now. ‘There 
| was of course no sectional equality, and ifa dis- 
position had been felt to oppress the South, it 
|i could have been as easily indulged by the North- 
ern statesmen at that day as at this; for if your 
equilibrium is not perfect, you have no security 
from this new contrived equipoise. If the majority 
is disposed to disregard all constitutional checka, 
and to .oppress the minority, that can as well be 
done. by a small preponderance in the legislature 
as bya larger one. The security now is just what 
it was when the Constitution went from the hands 
of its framers. f 
But what kind of equilibrium could be estab- 
lished? Is every section of this country—North, 
South, East, and West—is every interest, manu- 
facturing, agricultural, commercial, and- mechani- 
cal, to be weighed each against the other? Is each 
to hold the Government in a.state of equipoise? 
What it would become in such a case, while in 
nominal operation, no man can tell. We can all 
i tell, however, what it would not do: it would 
leave its great functions unperformed, and would, 
ere long, die in the affections of the people, as it 
would be already dead to their interests. Who 
ever heard or dreamed of such a Government? I 
believe the Constitution was intended to provide 
for every interest; but each must be cultivated 
and protected as the circumstances of the country 
may require, without the vain attempt at mathe- 
matical accuracy in the progress of public affuirs. 
In the days of Solomon it was said that there 
was nothing new under the sun; but I confess, that 
a perfect equilibrium, for all time and for all inter- 
ests, be these interests greater or smaller, would be 
| something new. There is a difference of opinion 
respecting the constitutionality of the Wilmot pro- 
| viso. The attempt to enforce it is not the result 
of any arbitrary disposition to injure the South, 
but arises from a belief that the measure is legal 
and salutary. ‘These differences. of construction 
‘are inseparable from human language; and he who 
expects to prepare a written constitution, carrying 
with it universal concurrence of opinion, in all its 
| constructions, indulges a chimera as wild as ever 
| presented itself to any man, sleeping or waking. 
Tank, sir, when did the North seek to injure the 
South, or when did the South seek to injure the 
North, in the mere wantonness of oppression? 
| This charge of sectional rivalry, I know, has been 
a fruitful theme of discussion among the political 
parties of the day, but it has no real foundation in 
the progress of our history. We have gone on, 
| sir, increasing in power, in all the elements of 
prosperity, with a rapidity unknown among the 
‘nations of the earth. The charge, indeed, is not 
new—it goes back to the days of Mr. Jefferson. 
When the aggressions of England required coun- 
teracting measures to be adopted by thiscountry, 
| non-intercourse, and the embargo, and finally war, 
were resorted to in defence of the rights and the 
j independence of the country. At that time a 
i powerful party in the eastern States desired to 
secede from the Union, ‘fhey said then, as is 
said now, There is a sectional majority against us; 
i they disregard our rights and destroy our interests; 
and we will go out from among them. There was 
i not an argument used then which is not used now; 
nor a measure proposed which isnot now proposed. 
There are some of us yet here who. were living at 
thet period, and participated in these events; and 
i the younger generation well know that these facts 


stand prominently forward in the history of their 
ntry. . 

farses The objection of the Senator from South 

Carolina is repeated here to-day by his colleague, 

and it amounts to this: that if you give power to 

| a government, it may be abused. So it may; and 

i I should like to see the Government where power 

i cannot be abused. It would be another new thing 

ander the sun. We may all suppose cases of ex- 
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treme oppression, where a State would be justified 
before the world in resisting the acts of a majority, 
and in seceding from this Union or from any other. 
We can all suppose such a case; but sufficient 
unto the day is the evil thereof; and when that 
evil day comes, let those-who have the responsi- 
bility, act upon it, and decide for themselves and 
for their posterity. There has generally been ‘a 
gound public opinion “existing. m our ‘country. 
Wisdom and patriotism are found ‘in both houses 
of Congress, as well-as in the State legislatures, 
whoge influence is every where felt and appreciated; 
and these are salutary checks against the abuse of 
power. And we happily possess another institu- 
tion—the Supreme Court—which contributes its 
full share to the stability of our institutions. There 
are nine men, advanced in years, with neither the 
power of the sword nor the purse, whose de- 
cision’ aré received with confidence, and obeyed 
with‘alacrity, from one end of thisybroad Republic 
to the other. Tt is an oasis in the desert of poli- 
tics—a green spot for the eye to rest upon—it is 
a tribunal of which we may all be proud. There 
is none higher upon the face of the earth. By 
their ability, their dignity, their impartiality, their 
unimpeached probity, the judges have won the 
respect of their countrymen; and besides the per- 
formance of their judicial functions, they every- 
where exert a salutary influence upon public opin- 
jon. Itis refreshing to leave these chambers of 
discussion and dissension, and to enter the hall 
helow us, and mark the tranquillity and wisdom 
with which the high interests of the community 
are there considered and determined. 

Sir, at the last session of that Court a sublime 
moral spectacle was presented, of which every 
American may justly be proud. One of the great- 
est States of this Union appeared at the bar and 
made itself a party, asking the Court to judge its 
cause, and to remove certain impediments to the 
navigation of the Ohio river, which were considered 
an injury by the Commonwealth of Pennsylva- 
nia. Yes, like an individual, that State asked the 
Court to sit in judgment upon the cause, and to 
direct the impediments to be removed. Who 
would witness such a spectacle if this Union were 
dissolved? Differences like this would then be 
adjusted, not by reason, but by the strong hand. 
Another similar scene passed in the same place a 
short time since, whan two States, members of 
this Confederacy, disputing about their bounda- 
ries, asked this court to decide between them; 
and the'court did decide; and I understand the 
line they fixed, is now running by commissioners 
armed only with aslip of paper, and through a 
country heretofore highly excited by this ques- 
tion, but now calm and satisfied, leaving the sur- 
veyors to perform their duty with as much safety 
as if protected by all the force of the Republic. 
Such lines elsewhere are run by armies, and 
marked by the sword. Thus it will be seen that 
our Government has a mode of settling difficul- 
ties—a constitutional mode—that ought to com- 
mand the assent of all. 

Ido not deny that there may be great political 
cases where this court can have no jurisdiction. 

“When such cases arise, I trust a peaceable remedy 
will be found for their adjustment. J leave that 
to time and events. 
teristics to neglect our immediate advantages, and 
to look forward to some great calamity, which is 
to overtake us after the lapse of centuries. 

The Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Car- 
Hon] has not stated the amendment by which he 
proposes to secure the equilibrium of the Govern- 
ment. There are, however, two indications in his 
speech which leave but little doubtas to the nature 
of the remedy, though its details must of course 
be conjecturat. He pointed out two difficulties in 
the operations of the Government, which it would 
be necessary to obviate: 

First, that it claimed to use force in order to 
carry into effect the powers it felt authorized to 
exercise. Well, sir, what Government exists, or 
ever existed, which does not use force? Human 
beings are influenced by hope and fear, (I leave 
higher considerations out of view in this discas- 
sion,) and, as no Government is rich enough to buy 
obedience, it must compel it by force. 


The second difficulty is, that the Government |) 


assumes to judge of the extent of its own powers. 
It does so, and necessarily; and so must every 


other Government, in a greater or less degree. I*! 


` do not propose to-enter into any argument upon 


Itis one of national charac- | 


i} from another speech. 


this point, nor to investigate the course. necessary 
to pursue in the event of collisions of opinion be- 
tween the General and State Governments. That 
must be determined by events: as they arise. i 
merely allude: to these topics briefly, in order, by 
ascertaining the evils supposed to exist by the 
Senator from South Carolina, to ascertain the na- 
ture of the remedy: he is’ desirous of applying to 
them. Heis seeking a constitutional remedy, 
$ which shall produce an equilibrium, by which the 
rights of every section and of every interest of 
the country can be preserved from aggression. 
The South is not the only section’ which is liable 
to'oppression. There are also the East, the West, 
and the remote West, which may have the same 
cause of complaint; and the various interests I 
have already: enumerated may, in like manner, 
each demand peculiar protection. There is to be 
some controlling principle within the Constitution 
by which its operations may be regulated when 
these several sections or interests may consider 
their rights assailed or endangered; for E do not 
suppose the honorable Senator is so local in his 
views as to propose a remedy which shall not be 
applicable, under similar circumstances, to every 
‘portion of the country. And that remedy is an 
equilibrium, as it is called, which, when translated 
into English, means a plan by which a sectional 
minority may, at its pleasnre, control or suspend 
the operations of the Government. Ihave already 
said, that the general plan is more easily ascer- 
tained, than the specific details. Well, sir, such 
an equilibrium, instead of being a balance-wheel, 
would be a check-wheel—it would stop the whole 
operations of the Government—it would, in fact, 
place it under the control of a minority. 

Now, sir, these minority Governments are not 
new in the world; they have existed since the 
institution of civil society, and will continue, I 
suppose, until it is terminated. There are many 
of them found in Europe, and in other quarters of 
the world. There is one at St. Petersburg, another 
at Constantinople, and another at Vienna; and 
these Governments take very good‘care of the rights 


the plan, for I believe the rights of the majority 
are very little regarded—at any rate, such is. the 
opinion of the Poles and of the Hungarians, and 
of many an oppressed people beside. It is all 
idle, sir, to talk of such a plan. Provide proper 
checks and limitations for all sections and interests 
asa just foresight may require; but after this is 
done by the Constitution, the Government must be 
conducted agreeably to the will of a majority, 
unless you choose to entrust your rights to a sin- 
gle man, and thus establish a despotism. ‘That, I 
suppose, is the perfection of a minority Govern- 
ment. No intellect, however profound, can give 
plausibility to such a scheme, or obviate the in- 
superable difficulties which would present them- 
selves in any political organization thus strangely 
constituted. ‘The machine would stop by its own 
inherent arrangements. Such minorities would, 
in fact, become majorities, controlling public affairs 
at their pleasure. æ 

Mr. President, I will terminate my remarks as 
speedily as possible, and I trust the Senate will 
bear with mealitde longer. ‘here are one or two 
circumstances, alluded to by the Senator from 
South Carolina, which I desire to notice, and which 
appears to me nota little extraordinary. I hold in 
one hand the speech of the Senator from South 
Carolina, and in the other the speech of a gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Stevens,] delivered 
the other day in the House of Representatives—a 
gentleman who, in all his opinions upon the sub- 
ject before us, so far as we know, is directly the 
opposite of the Senator from South Carolina—ay, 
as far as the antipodes—as far asunder as the poles. 
The bane and antidote are both before me. The distin- 
guished Senator from South Carolina says,in that 
speech, that this Government is one as absolute as 
| that of the Autocrat of Russia. The expression 
is strong, and I will read it from the speech, so 
that I may not be accused of misrepresentation: 

“ What was once a constitutional Federal Republic, is 
now converted in reality into one as absolute as that of the 
Autocrat of Russia, and as despotic in its tendency as any 
absolute Government that everexisted.?? 
| Mr. BUTLER. Who says that? 
| Mr. CASS. Your colleague, the distinguished 
‘| Senator from South Carolina. 

Mr. BUTLER. I thought you were reading | 


i 
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of the minority; but I do not see the advantage of | 


j 


i 


Mr. CASS.. No, sir; from the-speech of your 
colleague. He says, that this isthe most despotic 
Government on the face of the earth. Wel, sir, 
the Representative from Pennsylvania reiterates a 
similar sentiment, and speaks of this Government 
_asa despotic one. All this shows how ofien ex- 
tremes meet- in. this world; and it is net atide 
cnrious that both these gentlemen, in the illustra~ 
tion of their views, ,refer to the Autocrat of Rus- 
sia. : 

We lose all our confidence in the force of lan- 
guage, and in the authority of years and intellect, 
when such extravagant assertions are presented to 
us. Is there a man in this broad land, who does 
not know, and feel instinctively, that he is free? 
And yet he is told seriously——not in an extempo- 
raneous debate, such as we are now engaged in, 
when no man. should be held to a rigid aecount- 
ability for his expressions—but.in a prepared 
speech, written and printed before its delivery, 
and laid upon our tables immediately after—and 1 
believe, sent through all parts of our country co- 
temporaneously——we are told, I say, that this is 
the most despotic Government. on the face of the 
earth! And who tells us so? One of the most 
distinguished men of this country—a man who has 
rendered her important services, and occupied high 
places in her councils, for more than one-third of a 
century—possessing the highest intellect and un- 
spptted integrity, and who has won a world-wide 
reputation! What will be thought and said of 
this in Europe—in republican Europe—in mon- 
archical Europe? Why, sir, it is on its way to 
Siberia already. It will be transferred into every 
paper on the eastern continent, and even the Si- 
berian will be admonished, that he lives under a 
paternal Government far better than that despotic 
democracy, nicknamed the Pattern Republic, on 
the other shore of the Atlantic—thus characterized 
by one of its most renowned citizens anu highest 
officers. All] this does serious injury to the cause 
of freedom throughout the world. Outofourown ' 
mouths are we condemned. Let an American go 
to Europe, and if he come back, and does not 
say that this is not the worst Government on 
earth—nay, if he does not say it is the best—let 
his countrymen distrust him. His head or heart 
is wrong—probably beth. Another word, and I 


abandon this topic. 


Mr. President, lam going to give one proof— 
one irrefragible proof, that will not be contradicted, 
and which, indeed, admits of no contradiction— 
that this, instead of being the most despotic, is the 
freest, Government in the world. I ask every one 
in the Senate chamber, actor or auditor, whether, 
under any other Government now in existence— 
be ita constitutional monarchy, an aristocracy, a 
democracy, or a despotism—if such a speech as 
that we heard from the Senator from South Caro- 
lina, could be delivered with impunity? That is 
the question I ask. Go to Europe, to Asia, to 
Africa, for an answer, if you need one. He who 
should make such an experiment in St. Peters- 
burg, would find himself on the road to Siberia 
in half an hour; and in Constantinople, he would 
find the bow-string around his neck in the same 
time. In England, it would send him to Australia, 
where many a good man has been transported for 
language less significant. There is nota country 
on the face of the earth, where a man could make 
such a speech with impunity. 1 thank God that 
this is so, and thata man may say here what he 
pleases, and as he pleases. He may. assail the 
Government with perfect safety, its principles, its 
| practices, and its tendencies; and there is no one te 
| make him afraid. All this but provokes investi 
gation, and the more our institutions are investi- 
gated, the stronger will they become in the hearts 
of the people, who will continue to love the Gov- 
ernment, which has given them a greater measure 
; of prosperity than any other people ever enjoyed, 
and will support and defend it against all assaults. 
Such sentiments never struck my ear before in this 


|! high place, and } trust 1 may never hear them 
jee 
again, 


There is another subject to which T must allude. 
Almost at the time the Senator from South Caro- 
lina was endeavoring to show how the North had 
injured and oppressed the South, and how the 
Government, or rather the majority, had gone on 
to assume despotic power—almost at that very 
time, a distinguished member from Virginia, in 
the House of Representatives, [Mr. Meape,] was 


placing in singular contrast, the authority which 


the South had gained and-exercised-over the Gov- 
ernment of the country. ` ; Bean a 
“ Though we have been ina numerical. minority in. the 
~ Union for fifty: years, yet, during the greater. part Y that 
free, we have managed to control the destinies of the Union. 
Whether on the battle-field; or tn the council, the sons of 
the South have taken the Jéad;./and the records of ‘the 
nation afford ample -testimony.of their superior. energy and 
genius.” : noche Fe 3 Cees 

Well, sir, put this and this together, and then we 
see who is'right. `F state the facts. -T leave these 
‘gentlemen to settle. their own controversy. L do 
not deny—-no man is more-ready-than I-am to ac- 
knowledge—the obligations we owe to theSouth, to 
Washington, to Jefferson, to Madison, to Montoe, 
to Jackson, and tothe distinguished men the South 
has..sent here to presideover the Executive de- 
partment of the Government, or to assist in its 
operations. They bave won imperishable. fame 
-for themselves, and imperishable honor for their 
country. Taccord to them the full meed of praise, 
for I have no sectional feeling to interfere with my 
sense of justice, and I love the South as well as 
the North or West. 1 have been so much of a 
wanderer, during my life, that sectional feeling ig 
absorbed in a general one, and I love my country, 
and my whole country, with equal ardor. Abroad, 
it is the name of American which inspires honor 
and confidence, and not the name of Virginian, or 
Pennsylvanian, or-ary other less eminent in our 
country. $ repeat, that southern statesmen, when 
conducting our affairs, have conducted them with 
ability and ‘success;* and the best proof of this is 
the prosperity we enjoy, and the proud eminence 
we have attained. 

I desire to refer to another fact. The distin- 
guished Senator from South Carolina speaks of the 
disastrous effects of the Union upon the material 
interests of the South, while the Senator from 
Louisiana [Mr, Downs] endeavored to prove, the 
other day, that in ali the elements of prosperity 
the South were better off than the North. Let 
any man who. will, reconcile these differences if 
he can. Teis an effort I shal! not undertake. I 
think it proves to the satisfaction of every moder- 
ate man that ‘the whole matter is greatly exagger- 
ated, and that expressions are used, and facts as- 
sembled together—sometimes indeed in an impos- 
ing form—which furnish no justification for the 
serious conclusions presented to the country. But, 
sir, instead. of depreciating one section and exalt- 
ing another, let us all join together to thank that 
God who enabled our fathers to assert their rights, 
and who, we may humbly hope, will enable their 
sons, if they are not struck by judicial blindness, 
to maintain them, and to transmit them, unimpaired, 
to their posterity. ` 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I understand that 
the honorable Senator from Michigan expressed a 
wish to ask me a question. 

Mr. CASS. Yes, sir. I wished to ask the hon- 
orable Senator from Mississippi if he would vote 
for the Missouri compromise ? a 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I will answer the 
Senator from Michigan with great pleasure. I 
„have stated on several occasions that 1 would take 
the Missouri compromise. This I have said de- 
liberately and decidedly, on several occasions, and 
explained at some length in a recent speech on the 
resolutions of the Senator from Kentucky. I have 
stated that I considered it as an ultimatum, less 
than I believed to be the rights of the South, but 
which I would accept, to stop the agitation which 
now disturbs and endangers the Union. 

Mr. CASS. As l hada conversation with the 
Senator on this subject in the morning, I supposed 
he understood the precise object [had in view. As 
this, however, appears not to be the case, I will 
ask him if he would accept the Missouri compro- 
mise, as it was-regulated by the statute providing 
for the admission of Missouri into the Union? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I understood the 
Senator, in a conversation this morning, to make 
that inquiry. I then told him that I would not. I 
now answer before the Senate, No. To meet this 
inquiry, I waited in the Senate chamber, expecting 
that he would, at the expiration of the morning 
hour, address the Senate; but, as he did not, I left 
here, (when the Senator from [Ilinois was address- 
ing the Senate,) to answera summons to sega sicle 
friend: I returned a few minutes, as I was. in- 
formed, after the Senator from Michigan com- 
menced his address, and learned that he had signi- 
fied a wish toask mea question. [t seemed to me 


proper to remind him, at the close of his remarks, 


| of, the. wish he had announced. I now answer his 
question in its modified form. I would not take 


“When l-spoke of the Missouri. compromise, I 
spoke of it as an arrangement by which the terri- 
tory was divided between the slaveholding and the 
non-slaveholding interests; I spoke in reference to 
the result—the intent. of that compromise—which 
gave to each a portion. I have always been ready 
to rebuke that mean. spirit that would evade its 
true meaning by a delusive adherence to its words. 
I would not take the compromise in the terms 
by which it was applied to the remaining part of 
the territory acquired under the name of Louisi- 
ana. I would not take it as applied to Texas, 
when that State was admitted into the Union, be- 
cause the circumstances of both were different 
from those of the Mexican territory; but I would 
take it, if made applicable to the existing case, and 
extended to the Pacific. I considered that, when 
the Senate had yesterday voted to receive petitions 
and to refer them to committees, to consider upon 
the power of this Government over slavery in the 
territories, over slavery in the District of Colum- 
bia, and-over the future admission of slave States, 
we had taken one great step in advance, and one 
which should awaken the apprehension of the 
South; and when, in close connection with this 
action of the Senate, followed the remark of the 
honorable Senator from Michigan, that the Mis- 
souri compromise could not be extended to the 
recent acquisitions from Mexico, I looked upon it 
as a conjunction in our political firmament, which 
boded evil to those likely to be destroyed by the 
joint attraction of these planets. It was there- 
fore that I spoke of the declaration as a thing to 
be noted--marked as the foreshadow of an event. 
If we are not to have non-intervention, the right 
to go into these territories and there claim what- 
ever may be decided to be ours by the decree of | 
nature—if we are to be debarred from acquiring— 
by emigration, by enterprise, by adventure, by 
toil, and labor—equally with others, from the 
common domain of the Union—if we are to.be 
forbidden to use the commons belonging to the 
common field, of which we are joint owners—if, 
in addition to all this, we are told that no division 
can be made—that all of that which we owe in | 
common must finally become the exclusive prop- | 
erty of the other partners—in truth, sir, we are į 


templated by the Senator from South Carolina, 
(Mr. CaLnoun,} when, without an amendment of 
the Constitution, the rights of the minority will be 
held at the mercy of the majority. Give us our 
tights ander the Constitution—the Constitution 
fairly construed—and we are content to take our 
chance, as our fathers did, for the maintenance of 
position in the Union. We are content to hold 
on to the old compact; and, as we believe in the 
merits of our own institutions, we are willing to 
trust to time and fair opportunity for the working 
out of our own salvation. If we are to be ex- 
cluded, by Congressional legislation, from joint 
possession on the one hand, and denied every com- 
promise which, by division, would give us a share 
on the other—neither permitted to an equality of 
possession as a right, nor a divided occupation as 
a settlement, between proprietors—I ask what is 
the hope which remains to those who are already 
in a minority in this Confederacy? What do we 
gain by having a written Constitutich, if sectional 
pride or sectional hate can bend it, as passion, or | 
interest, or caprice may dictate? What do we 
gain by having a Government, based upon this | 
written Constitution, if, in truth, the rights of the | 
minority are held in abeyance to the will of the 
majority? And now, I ask the Senator from 
Michigan a question: Will he not, under the crisis 
which hangs upon the fate of the country—will he | 
not support the Missouri compromise—the spirit 
of the compromise—for a division of the territories 
between the two interests of the Confederacy ? 
Mr. CASS. I will answer the Senator. [spoke 
of the Missouri compromise, which established a 
line that ran through a country in which slavery 
existed, and which declared that slavery should be 
excluded north of that line, and left the country 
south of it as it found it, to continue slavery or to 
exclude it, as the people might judge best. I say 


intervention. 


the terms of the Missouri act, but would accept its || 
| spirit. if presented in terms applicable to this case. 


rapidly approaching to that state of things con- |} 


-one relating personally to myself. 


i 
H 
l 


that my doctrine for the whole territory is non- } p 


Mr. DAVIS, (in his seat.) 1 prefer that, too. 


Mr. CASS... I agree, therefore, “with. the. Sena- 
tor from Mississippi... l'say that this Government 
“has no right. to interfere with the institution of 
slavery in. the territories; and I say, if the South 
think. they. have rights there under the Constity- 
tion, in God’s. name, let the Supreme Court deter- 
mine the question.. -No-one can object,to. that. © 

Mr. DAVIS, (in his seat.) But we cannot get 
there, : a a eee 

Mr. CASS... Ido not know. that. ° I think other- 
wise. I would-observe, and the Senate will re- 
member, that the pcint in issue was.the Missouri 
compromise; and now I understand the Senator 
from Mississippi would not vote for that, measure * 
unless it was accompanied with she declaration 
that slavery should, or may, or does, exist’ south 
of the line. Do I understand him aright: 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I have several 
times had occasion to explain that point, which 
has. been attacked. by gentlemen of the North as 
„an inadmissible claim. { will agree to the draw- 
ing of the line 36° 30’ through the territories ac- 
quired from Mexico, with this condition, that in 
the same degree as slavery is prohibited north of 
that line, it shall be permitted to enter south of the 
line; and that the States which. may be admitted 
into the Unton shall come in under such constitu- 
tions as they think proper to form. : 

Mr. CASS. With respect to the last point, I 
imagine there would be no difference between ‘ús. 
With respect to the other, the proposition is inter- 
vention north, and non-interventioh south of the 
line, without conferring any’ rights on the South. 
It would be of no practical utility whatever to 
that section of country, unless accompanied by 
some legislative declaration on the subject. I re- 
peat the belief, that we have no authority, to say 
that slavery shall or shall not exist in the territo- 
ries of the United States. It is a matter to be left 
wholly to the people of the country to decide. 
That is, L think, the true doctrine, [ have ever | 
maintained it, and unless { change greatly, I shall 
abide by it. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. ‘The Senator does 
not exactly comprehend my meaning. He and I 
donot differ much as to the powers of Congress 
over the territories. The diflerence between the 
honorable Senator and myself seems to begin just 
where he ceasesto answer. 1 say that if we can- 
not be permitted, free from Congressional inter- 
ference, to go into these territories, and test our 
rights, and opportunities under the Constitution 
and by the law of nature, and before the Supreme 
Court of the United States, shall this, agitation 
continue—shall this sectional strife be: unas- 
suaged? Will not the Senator, like myself, come 
down in this stage of the question, and take less 
than, his. own standard—take the Missouri com- 
promise in terms adapted to. these territories? 

Mr. CASS. What 1 would do to savethis 
Union from dissolution, if dissolution were im- 
pending over it, and to be averted only by. one. 
course of action, itis difficult to say. I would do 
almost anything. ` . 

I desire to advert to another topic, and that is, 
1 need not re- 
mind the Senate, that within a short time I have 
passed through a very severe ordeal for any man, 
Í said, and I said truly, when the Senator from 
Kentucky remarked, a few days since, he was the 
best abused man in the country, that he was so 
with one exception. That exception my modesty 
prevents me from naming. During that campaign 
1 was silent, and left the falsehoods which in this 
country seem to belong to such a contest, to serve 
out their purpose, and then to die; but when 
these things are resuscitated and repeated here, or 
in the other branch of the National Legislature, ‘I 
choose to defend myself. [am not now In a’po- 
sition which precludes me from the exercise of 
that right, and I will exercise it Iin my place, 
when the nature of the assault, or: the standing of 
the assailant, may render this necessary. T owe 
this duty to my constituents, by whose favor Lam 
here, not less than to’myself. A gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. Stany] said, in the House 
of Representatives.a few days since, that “ Taylor 
beat Cass, who thanked God he never owned a 
slave,” &c. E never said this; it is one of the 
unfounded stories, whose functions having been.. 
fulGlied, is. thus suddenly called from its resting- 
lace, for some purpose, L know not why. liis 
an expression I never used—it conveys a meaning 
Lutterly disavow. J da not arraign the motives 
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of the gentleman who has thus arraigned’ me; he 
had heard the. story, and, I presume, believed it; 
but he should have ascertained the facts, before 
he thus summoned me—not in the heat of an ex- 
cited contest, but in the cool hours of legislation— 
to the bar of the House of Representatives, and, 
in: effect; to the bar of the country. The charge, 


sir, places me in the position of a Pharisee, thank- |; 


ing God that I am better than. the men of: the 
South; and free from offences which they commit. 
All this is. as contrary to my feelings aay to. my 
habits, I-cast no reflections upon the South: then, 
or at any other time. © 

What I'said‘and did, Iwill now state, and if a 
single Senator on this. floor will condemn my 
course, U will then confess that this charge is not 
as wholly groundless as it appears to me. 

While I was in France, it is well known that 
Great Britain had formed a plan by which she in- 
tended to gain the command of the seas. There 
is no secret about this now, and it has been openly | 
avowed. Her object was, under the pretext of | 
putting an end to the slave-trade, to board our | 
vessels, which would have been followed by the | 
imprisonment of our seamen, and other acts of 
aggression incident to her naval superiority. My 
friend, Mr. Stevenson, was then our representative | 
in London. Itis the first and great duty of an 
American minister abroad, when the rights of his 
country are assailed, to assert and defend them. 
Mr. Stevenson did so in an able and fearless man- 
ner, in a correspondence marked with signal abil- 
ity. During the progress of the controversy, the 
public mind in England became much excited, and 
there was a strong effort made to connect the con- | 
tinyance of the slave-trade with the condition of 
slavery in our country, as though the former were 
essential to the latter. All the tirades against 


slavery we sometimes hear at home, were poured |} 


out there. 

The Senator from Massachusetts, in his elo- 
quent speech the other day, spoke. of a Congres- 
sional and an American vocabulary; but {can tell 
him there is such a thing as an English and a 


Parliamentary vocabulary, and Ihave never heard | 
a worse one, when circumstances call it out, on | 
this side of Billingsgate. Well, sir, my friend | 


Mr. Stevenson received his full share of these 
choice compliments. What was said? Why, that 
he was a slaveholder and a slavebreeder, and there- 
fore his testimony was discredited and worthless; 
that he was an interested witness, and not to be 


| fence, and léave gentlemén from the- South to as- 


} 
he 
li 


|| by the position of Mississippi, as asserted in the 


to the suspicions attempted to be cast upon Mr. 
Stevenson. : Here T close my extract, and my de- 


sail: me for my assault upon’ that section of our 
common country and its institutions. 

Mr. FOOTE: I had intended to-day, had I en- 
joyed’a favorable opportunity of doing so, to make 
a few ‘remarks explanatory of my owp attitude in 
reference to the questions under’ discussion; but 
the Senate will perceive that it is too late to do so 
now. ‘I will state in general terms, what I came 
here prepared to show. I may be in error or not, 
“in regard to the questions referred to; I may bein 
| advance of the South generally, or the reverse, in 
| regard to the measures proper to be adopted at the 
| present crisis; but one thing is certain, that I am 

perfectly in unison with my own State, as I hope | 
to be always hereafter. Sir, I hold in my hand a 
! document, from. which I intend to read an extract 
| or two, which I am sure will be listened to with 
patience, and even satisfaction, by a majority of 
this body, and which | am certain will be found far | 
more edifying than anything which Į could origin- 
ate. It is the opening address of Chief Justice 
| Sharkey, at the late Mississippi Convention, in 
ithe proceedings of which originated the grand 
i scheme of the Nashville Convention; and I beg 
i leave simply to say, that hereafter I shall rely upon | 
| this address and the resolutions adopted by our 
convention, to prove that I have not said a word 
‘ here, during the last four days, in which I was 
not justified by matured public sentiment at home, ! 
‘and in which I am not likely to be sustained here- 
| after by that high-spirited and patriotic constitu- 
‘ency whom it is my highest pride to serve and to 
, obey. I need not add, sir, that I intend to stand 


| proceedings of her convention, now and hereafter, 
| £ : 4 
firmly, faithfully, and fearlessly—neither going to 
the right nor to the left, to please or displease, to | 
į gratify or to affront, any man or set of men, here or 
elsewhere. i 
Before I proceed to read the extracts promised, 
| allow me to introduce to honorable Senators the 
distinguished author of the address referred to, the | 
honorable William L. Sharkey. Ft was thus that 
| I had occasion lately to write of him, in a commu- 
i nication addressed to the editors of the Union, in 
| October last, preliminary to this same address, the 
| nea: : agree 
i publication of which I was then soliciting: 


“Wiliam L. Sharkey has been known for more than H 
twenty years as one of the ablest jurists in the southwest- 


believed; and all this produced its effect upon the 
excited temperament of the English people. When 
it came to my turn to take part in the defence of 
my country, I explained my views in a pamphlet, 
from which I will read an extract: 

“t As to the stalus of slavery itself, it were idle to contend 
it is illegal by the common consent of mankind. Ft bas ex- 
isteti since the earliest ages of the world, and there is prob- 
ably no nation, ancient or modern, among whom it has not 
been known. By some it has been abolished, and where it ' 
yet survives, we hope its condition has been meliorated 
This ts certainly true of the United States. A general di 
position is gaining ground to improve the situation of this | 
unfortunate elass of society. his is felt in the southern ! 
States of the American Confederacy as well as elsewhere, | 
and he who should judge Of the treatment of the slaves in | 
that region, by their treatment in the West India colon 
would do the southern planter egregious injustice. * * * 

“We are no sliceholder—we never have been—we 
never shall be. We deprecate its existence in principie, | 
and pray for its abolition everywhere, where this ean be 
effected justly, and peaceably, and safely for both partie 
But-we would not carry fire, and devastation, and murder, 
and ruin, inte a peaceful community, to push on the acconi- 
plishiment of the object. But, after having visited the three 
quarters of the otd continent, we say, before God and the 
world, that we have seen far. more, and more frightfu 
misery, since we landed in Europe—and we have not visit- 


ple in the Coited States. Whatever may be said, there is 
mach of the patriarchal relation between the southern | 


| 
ed Ireland yet—than we have seen among this class of peo- |! 


planter and the slave. And as to the physical distress, i 


which is scen in Burope, resulting from a want of food, and ! 
from exposure to a rigorous winter, without adequate cloth- | 
ing, we believe it to be so rare as not to form a just clement | 
in the consideration of this matter. But the subject of the | 
emancipation of two millions and a half of human beings, | 
living among another population, of different race and color, | 
and with different habits and feelings, is one of the gravest 
questions which can be submitted to society to solve. Jt 
ean he safely left only to those who are to be so seriously 


affected by it; and there it is left by the Constitution of the | 


United States. It is a matter with which the General Gov- 
ernment has no concern.” 


witness, and that my statements were not subject |i 


|, listen, if you please, to the extracts promised :* 
1; Phe subject of your contemplated deliberations is an 


| ern section of the Republic. He Is as remarkable (or all 
|| the virtues which belong to social and domestic life, as he is 
i} for Jegat learning and elevated patriotism, He is distin- 
ii guished above most men for sweetness and placidity of tem- 
i, per, a bland courtesy of manners, and a discreet and cau- 
li tious circumspection and forbearance, under all circumstan- 
|: ces of trial and irritation. He has, for many years past, had no 
i particular connection with scenes of political strife, but has 
i been recognized by all who Know him asa uniform and in- 
| flexible Whig; and he voted, in the late Presidential elec- 
: tion, for the present Chief Magistrate of the United States, 

as did precisely one half of the members of the convention 

ever which ke was, on this occasion, called to preside. 
' When atl these facts come to be duly considered, it is to be 
|! hoped that his words of stern remonstrance and solemn 
wining, will not be disregarded by those who love the 
i Union, and are desirous that our free institutions shah be 
| perpetuaied,’? 


So much for the author of the address. 


Now 


important one—nothing less than a question involving in 
its consequences, the liberty of this people—perhaps direct- | 


S. 


enjoyment of our property, under the maak of false human- 
ity. If the right to do so was unques:ionable, in: Christian 


history records. They were separate and independent sov-: 
ereignties, and first united under articles of confederation. 
These articles were defective, mainly in not having pro~ 
vided proper means for raising a revenue, and in not giving 
Congress sufficient. power to regulate commerce. The: 

defects gave rise to uur present Constitution. In the Con: 
vention which formed it, the States met as equals in poli 
cal power. 


right. These were-exciting subjects. After great difficulty, 
they were compromised. The second section of the first 
article provides, that Representatives and direct taxes should 


adding three-fifths of the slavesto the number of whites. 
The second section of the fourth article provides for recap- 
turing slaves escaping into those States where slavery did 
notexist. In these provisions we have an acknowledyment 
of the existence. of slavery, and a guaranty for its protection, 
as ue hasis of representation and as property. The consti- 
tution did not create property in slaves. Such right existed 
anterior to, and above, the Constitution. As slaves were 
owned in many of the States, they would not, ofcourse, have 
-entered into the Confederacy ons :ch terms as would weaken 
the right of the owner to his slave, or diminish the valne. 
| One of the great objects of the Constitution was,that itshould, 
in its consequences, protect property by giving protection 
i and strength to the several States; but asthe States were 
| sovereign, they could notsurrender to Congress the right to 
control, by legislation, the property of their citizens, Such a 
i grant of power would have been a complete surrender of 
sovereignty. A great consolidated Government would have 
risen up, which was an evil, of all others, most dread d, and 
most rigidly guaried against, by declaring that all power, not 
expressly granted to Congress, was reserved to the States or 
to the people. Hence no power can be exercised unless it 
has been granted by the Constitution. The safety of the 
States and of the people is best preserved by holding Con- 
gress strictly within the limit of the delegated powers. No 
rule of construction can be safe which encroaches upon in- 
dividual right. The right to hold slaves as property, became 
a fixed principle, inseparable from the other provisions of 
the Constitution. Indeed, that deseription of property seems 
to have been thought worthy of specifie and special protec- 
tion. The Constitution must exist and harmonize ingll its 
parts. Every principle it contains is inseparably connected 
together. Itis an entire thing—being the great frame-work 
of the Government—indissclubly united in ah its parts. lt 
would not have been formed without the insertion of every 
feature; itis an infraction io violate any ofthem; the sym- 
metry is broken. 

“ Notwithstanding this unqualified recognition of proper- 
ty in slaves, and the protection provided for its enjoyment 
ag such, itis stil contended that Congress may prohibit and 
abolish it in the territories ofthe United States, The terri- 
tories are common property, and cannot be appropriated by 
Congress to the use ofone portion of the common owners, 
to the exclusion of another. Equality of right must, then, 
prevail; and any act which would destroy that equality, can- 
not he valid. It is a principle in the Jaw of nations, that 
‘all the members of the community have an equal right to 
the use of Weir common property? Rules may be pre- 
scribed by the sovereign power, regulating the manner of its 
use, provided they are not inconsistent with that entire 
equality which ought to be preserved. Jf the sovereign an- 
thority in a State or nation can do nothing which shalt pro- 
duce inequality in the enjoyment of the public domain or 
| properiy, surely such authority is not possessed by the 

Federal Government, which has but a Jimited power. The 
attempt by Congress to prohibit slavery in the Territory of 
California, has eaused this meeting. Thatterritory is com- 
mon property. There each citizen of the United States has 
equal rights—is entited to equal freedom—in the enjoyment 
of the territories. I am proud to say, thatin acquiring it, 
Mississippians displayed as much valor as any other por- 
| tion of their brethren inarms, and shed as much blood, in 
| proportion to their numbers, as the citizens of any of the 
i States. They were distinguished for their prowess in many 
i 


; Strictions must be imposed on their right to enjoy the con- 
| quest. Can we—should we—yield the fruits of our valor, 

and surrender with it our constitutional right of equality? 
Congress cannot deprive us of it, and ought not, if it could— 
i cannot say, that if we go, we must leave our property be- 


ly or remotely the liberty of other natio [trnst that you 
wil approacif it dispassionately—that you will Jay aside | 
i your party predilections, and meet it, not as politicians, but | 
as patriots—as statesmen. We had flattered ourselves | 


pie ofa free Government, based on au enduring foundation. 
I 


i but that time, in the great history of man, ia but a brief 


| space—a mere point. The page of history is yet fresh which i 
i records our existence as a nation of freemen. 


Scare has `| 


n. Blinded hy the poison of fanati- i; 
they seek to abridge our constitutional rights in the | 


intended to be read. 


that the capacity of man for self-government was no longer |! a Government posse: 
a subject of doubt. We have boasted of ours, as an exam- | fully exercised even by a monarchy. The property of the 
; South cons : 

trust it may prove so; hnt events of recent occurrence |Ì! our own soil, would not only be unjust, but an arbitrary vio- 
seem to forebode danger. The convocation of this assem- |} lation of the Constitution. ` Itis vain to talk of our right to 
; hly—the intense interest manifest in every countenance j| the territories, if we may be deprived of the means of cn- 


| here-—are proofs that there is cause of alarm. For a time we i| joying those tights, The mere soil is nothing; 
jı dave been prosperous and bappy under a free Government, |! 


j hind ns. Property constitutes the means of enjoyment; and 
| to exciude the property of the people of the southern States, 
| isin effect to exclude the people, and appropriate the eoun- 
try to the notbern States. Such a power is not possessed by 
ssing sovereignty; it could not he right- 


s imo fy in slaves ; and to interdict its use on 


3 itis the use 


i that we may make of it, which renders it valuable. As well 
| might Congress interdict the use of any other property there 3 


ifit can exclude a slave, it may exclude a horse or an ox. 


z * * * * * 


“But in the efforts to exclude our property from that 
territory, another false doctrine is promulgated, which is 
equally disastrous to us. We are told that, as slavery was 


* 


i prohibited by the laws of Mexico, we cannot take slaves 


there without the authority of a law permitting it. This is 
the doctrine of a class of politicians in our country who look 
no further than the surface of the law. If this error were 
confined to politicians, it might be passed over as harmless; 


i| but it is also the doctrine which has been unceremoniously 
; promulgated by a member of the supreme bench. 


We 
could overlook the groundless fallacies of a few politicians; 
but when the sanctity of the hench is perverted, and its in- 


charity. it should be asserted without inflicting remorseless - 
stings to our sensibilities. The entire independence of the ; 
States was achieved by the most memorable struggle that: 


The small States were unwilling to relinquish | 
their equality of power—the slaveholding States were un- : 
willing to confederate, unless their slaves should he made ; 
a basis of representation, and the owners secured in their ; 


be apportioned according to numbers, to be ascertained by ` 


| a hard-fought battle ; but now they are to be told that re- : 


fluence thrown as an clement into the exciting canse of ; 
mmaleontent and strife, there is just ground of complaint, Uf ; 


i 


plished, and the rest will follow. 
© tares is doubtless the ultimate object; and we have reason | 
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this. could be a judicial question. in ‘anj 
the tribunal before which it mightycome, “With the -de- 
cisión, the American people. would have rested: satisiied— 
quiet would have been restored. “It. was a great consti- 
tutional question, and on-such questions, the people of .the- 
United States have been. taught to look to the decisions of 
the Supreme Court with veneration; ‘but they have not 
heen accustomed to having’ them: promulgated. in advance, 
and are startled. at thus seeing them. | The effect is almost 
as injurious to usas a derision. regularly. pronounced, be- 
eause it has deterred.the South from:an equal participancy 
in the territories; while it has.emboldened: the’ North to 
persist in its efforts.” It has‘caused one party to believe that 
it was right, and the other to fear thatit was. wrong. From: 
position, it has made the. ‘worse appear the better cause ? 
Jt is not true, that slavery does not exist in California, al- 
though it may. have heen prohibited by the laws of Mexico. 
True, the conquering country may permit: the municipal 
Jaws of the conquered country to remain in force; but 
this is only true of private or strictly municipal laws. It 
is not true as regards political Jaws. By elementary wril 
ters, laws are divided ‘into public and private, or politica- 
and municipal. Political laws are such as are organic, 
and confer power and form on the Government. They 
give it vitality as au organized body. These political laws 
arejsometimes reduced to the form of a constitution, which 
becomes supreme and paramount to all other laws, either 
public for private. Our Constitution is the Jaw of our 
being—it is the essence of our Government—it isthe combi- 
nation of certain great principles, between each one of 
Which, there is a connection and dependency, and the aggre- 
gate constitutes a unit. To withdraw or destroy any one of 
them, would break the entire fabric—it would lop off an 
essential part of Gur political power. When we acquired 
California, it became subject to our Constitution—our who'e 
Constitutiori—our Constitution as an entire thing. 
tetritory did not become subject to part of our Government 
only ;.but every principle of the Constitution prevailed there 
as an active principle, and superseded, of necessity, what- 
ever was repugnant to any one of them. No abridgement 
of the rights of the new-comers could be permitted. The 
vested rights of the citizens there, at the time we acquired 
‘it, may be protected by a principle not inconsistent with 
titis position. The consequence is, that we have a sight to 
take our slaves there, because they are our property, se- 
cured to us, as such, by the principles of onr paramount 
. politcal law. If it were true that slavery was then prohib- 
ited hy the Jaws of Mexico, and could not be established 
there without positive law, then the Constitution went there 
a mere cripple—but not so, Wherever the stripes and 
stars float over a territory, as an emblem of political domin- 
ion, they. restiupon a perfect pedestal—formed by. evrey 
principle in the Constitution—indissolubly cemented to- 
ether. As well may it be said, that our Constitution must 
give place to the established religion of Mexico. 
-« How strange it is, that while Congress has no power 


‘shape, that was 


over the subject of slavery, in consequence of an inhibition, | 


it should be contended that the laws of the conquered coun- 
try should secure a prohibition, and thus triumph over our 
constitutional rights, 

.“Thus, as I conceive, stands the question of right; but if 
it were a question of expediency merely, how ungenerous 
the conduct of the North! We are united as a family of 
nations. We may have different local interests, but our 
obligations te each other, require an observance of good 
faith, of good feeling, of mutual support, and forbearance. 
With them, it is matter of feeling only—with us, it is a 
question of. interest. Are they not prepared to yield their 
feelings and their prejudices, for the sake of protecting our 
interest? If not, they have forgotten the objects of the 
Union: mutual safety, prosperity, and happiness, dictated 
it. Are they willing to risk all these for the gratification of 
a mere imaginary philanthropy? Jt would seem so. The 
Wilmot proviso is but the entering wedge; that accom- 
Einancipation in the 


to fear that at no point short of this will the effort cease. 
The Union must be dissolved, and the blessings which we 
enjoy under our Government must become a sacrifice on 
the altar of fanatacism. We must become a degraded’peo- 
ple, or abandon our country to the’ African race. We 
would say to them, Beware! you but rush on to your own 
destruction. ` 
“Tris a subject of deep regret, that the powerful engine 
of prejudice is arrayed against us. Enormities are falsely 
ascribed to us, with a view to excite indignation; they 
add insult to injury. We are held out as destitute of com- 
mon merey-—degradéd at home and abroad. The means 
employed are calculated to excite our slave population, and 
endanger our lives. We hope and believe that there. are 


still a few at the North, who value the Union, and do not | 


engage in this unnatural warfare. Our Union should be so- 
cial as well as political—amity should prevail between the 
different divisions. But the ties that bind us are being daily 
weakened, and the love of the Union diminished, We have 
remonstrated, but in vain. We yield to none, in a deep and 
abidingjlove for the Union. We wish notžto sever it, but 
to re-cementit. We can vindicate it only by keeping it in- 
violate. We would preserve it in all its purity. We want 
it as our fathers give it to us, aud must defend it against in- 
fraction, as a sacred duty we owe to their memory. The 
South has borne with these encroachments, under a hope 
that a sense of justice would ultimately correct the evil; but 
of this there seems now to be but little hope. We must take 


A our stand. Let-us survey the ground wel], and aecupy that 


position on which we can stand within the pale of the Con- 
stitution; and when taken, let us maintain it, like men who 
know their rights and are determined to protectthem. We 
are not the aggressors; and if the result should prove disas- 
trous, let the blame rest on those who have provoked the 
quarrel.” 
It will readily be perceived, Mr. President, that 
+ Judge Sharkey contented himself with a bold, ner 
‘yous, and irresistible vindication of the constitu- 
‘tional rights of the South, of the assailment of 
i which he justly complained, and against further 


‘aggressions, upon which he most solemnly and 


The, 


| Union. 


the Union in any part of our territorial domain. | 


He regarded. our rights, under the Constitu- 
tion, as full and complete—Mexican Jaws to the 
contrary notwithstanding. He occupied strict 
non-intervention ground throughout. this address, 
and demanded only that Congress should refrain 
from all legislation hostile to southern rights. He 
firmly and proudly relied upon an enlightened 
jadiciary%for the decision of all questions which 
might arise in regard to the legality of slavery in 
the-teyitories. This is precisely the ground 
which, for several sessions past, southern mem- 
bers in Congress have assumed, and maintained, as 
l think, with arguments of irresistible and conclu- 
sive force. Territorial government, without the 
Wilmot proviso, or any restriction on the subject 
of slavery, is all that we have claimed. To be 
sure, we have declared—and I understand every 
State of the South, including Misssissippi, to de- 
clare—that if the course of aggression, heretofore 
pursued, should be obstinately persisted in—if 
tyranny and injustice should be practised, which 
might be justly regarded as amounting to inlolera- 
ble oppression—then would the right of secession 
arise as an extra-constitutional, or, if you please, 
a revolutionary remedy—authority to resort to 
which, in such a case, no freeman, worthy of the 


‘name, will ever gainsay. Such, sir, do ] under- 


stand to be the precise attitude of the State of 
Mississippi, upon whose suggestion the proposi- 


tion to hold a Southern Convention, in Nashville, | 


was first entertained-by the southern States of the 
This convention was recommended by 
the State of Mississippi, as I have several times 
had occasion to state here, not for disunion pur- 
poses—not for the purpose of adding to the un- 
happy excitement now existing—not for the pur- 
pose of raising up insuperable obstacles of any 


! kind, to the ultimate adjustment of the pending | 


questions—but for the purpose of holding calm, 
fraternal and patriotic counsel, and, by embody- 


ing the whole moral force of the South in favor of 


such fair, reasonable, and constitutional measures 
of redress and prevention, as the crisis might seem 
to demand, to rescue the Union from impending 
jeopardy, effectually to shield the honor of the South 
from menaced discredit, and secure.to the- slave 


| States of the Republic that perfect domesticsecurity 


to which, by the Constitution itself, they are unde- 
niably entitled. Such, according to my under- 
standing of the matter, is the position of the State 
of Mississippi—such the objects of the Nashville 
Convention, the holding of which, [ hope, may 


still be rendered unnecessary, by the adoption of | 


certain healing measures here, which are begin- 
ning, as I think, to be generally regarded as more 
than likely to be ultimately matured and carried 
into effect. 

And now, sir, before I conclude, I will say, that 
I have more confident hopes than several of my 
friends, who have spoken in the last day or two of 
a satisfactory adjustment of all: the questions 
growing out of slavery at the present session of 
Congress. My honorable colleague will allow me 
to suggest, that I do not concur with him in the 


rather despondent opinion he has just now ex- | 


pressed, that there is no’ prospect of ‘passing a bill 


| through both houses of Congress for the estab- | 
| lishment of territorial governments, without any 


restriction in regard to slavery. I will not posi- 
tively predict future results; but I will venture to 


declare that, from the best information which I | 


have been able to obtain from members of the two 
houses of Congress, I have been led to the conclu- 
sion, that such a territorial bill as I have described, 
will unquestionably pass both the Senate and 


l| House of Representatives, if we can ever put it | 


fairly in progress. Other questions, I doubt not, 
may be also satisfactorily adjusted, whenever we 
conclude to terminate angry and unprofitable dis- 
cussion, and enter in the proper spirit upon the 


i pathway of practical duty. 


Mr. Président, I had hoped that the Senate 
wuld have granted the motion, now under consid- 
eration, several days since. I entertained: a very 
decided wish, that the special committee that I 


are such as to give him peculiar efficiency as a pa-. 
pacificator at this period: ` {n this wish : 
not been gratified.- As I anticipated and appre- 
hended, other speeches have been: made less con- 
ciliatory in their character, The. honorable: Sen- 
ator from New York [Mr. Sewarp] has been 
especially active since in stirring up: the’ embers 


contention which has been already productive of 
so much mischief. It is probable that no in- 
jury will now result from a still longer postpone- 
ment of final action upon my motion for a special 
committee; and as several gentlemen, who profess 
to be willing to vote for the motion hereafter, when 
they shall have had an opportunity of addressing 
the Senate, have requested me not to urge imme- 
diate action, I acquiesce very willingly in the mo- 
tion of the honorable Senator from New Jersey, 


consideration may be made the order of the day 
for Wednesday next. 

Mr. BUTLER. My friend from Mississippi 
[Mr. Foore] has understood me as’ having en- 
i dorsed the course that he says has been taken by 
my colleague. Now, sir, as to the course which 
my colleagué may think proper to take, it is upon 
his own responsibility, and his speech has been 
deliberately prepared, and is fairly the subject of 
pariiamentary criticism. I do not object to the 
remarks made upon it by the honorabie Senator 
from Michigan; for the speech has been given to 
the public, with a claim to public atlention, and it 
cannot lose anything by public discussion; and, 
| of course, public men havea right to comment 
| freely on i. Iam sorry my colleage is not here, 

j to make such a reply as the assaults upon it would 
have demanded. He is not quite so well. to-day - 
as he was yesterday; but, absent or present, he 
| must share the fate of all public. men who havea 
historical reputation. 
is derived from his services to the Union for an 
eventful lifetime; and. that authority is not tobe 
i destroyed by the ephemeral criticism of the mo- 
| ment, or the evanescent censure dictated under the 
t 


| influence of a confident majority. The reputa- 
tion of distinguished men is more like the pro- 
i montory in the deep, than the fluctuating .waves 
that beat upon its base, or the winds that assail its 
bosom. It preserves its identity in spite of them, 
and looks. the prouder when it has: withstood 
them. ; ; E RES 

I do not choose to say more'now, nor do T know 
that I shall hereafter say anything in the way of 
personal vindication. I. do not understand: any . 
one to say that this Government may not last, by 
a faithful adherence to the provisions of its Con- 
stitution, or the original and honest construction 
of it; and my colleague, I suppose, thinks, as 
long as there was self-sustaining power in what 
he regards the equilibrium of ‘the different: sec- 
tions of the country, there was an ample guaranty 
of the continuance of the Union. Bat he has 


| intimated his opinion, that there is no security 


against the abuse of an irresponsible majority ; 
and when he speaks of this Government, as tend- 
ing to an irreaponsible despotism, like that of 
Russia, he says nothing more or less, than that if 
the majority assume a power not in the Constitu- 
tion, and use force to carry out their ends, it would 
be like any other irresponsible despotism, to. all 
intents and purposes. Can any one doubt that? 
| I ge not think it can be denied, that othérs.must 
respect our rights, or we must have guaranties to 
maintain them when they are wrongfully violated. 
I have one remark to make with regard to my- 
self, as to some remarks of the honorable Senator 
from Michigan. The ‘honorable Senator wished 
to know if a mat owed his vote to the fact of hav- 
ing property in.a jackass; and if thé jackass should 
die, who would have the vote—to whom did it be- 
long, the. man or the jackass? T said playfully, 
in an undertone, that a voter was not the worse for 
having alive jackass; and hence he seemed to in- 
fer, and said, that I would. give the vote for the 
| jackass, and he for tħe man. Now, sir, Lundertake 
to say that no man is the worse for having property, | 
whether it is a horse or a jackass. , He is none the 
worse voter. Thatis all that I intended to say, and 
} that is the way I wish a private and playful remark 


(Mr. Dayron,] and hope that the question under ` 


The authority of his name - 


of discord, and in reawakening that fell spirit of æ 


` 


* ation of this question be postponed till Wednesday 
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tego tothe public. As the gentleman dwelt somè- 
what‘on the jackass illustration, to show his de- | 
mocracy, | have no objection to my qualification 
going with it, although he said there was a funda- 
mental difference between us. I hope I respect 
the rights of a voter as much as he does, and would 
have him: subjected to no jackass. qualification fo 
entitle him to the rights of a free citizen. -._ 

The remarks of the gentleman ` may hereafter 
call: for further notice from me,. if I can give it 
without interference with. the rights of others. 
“Mr. DAYTON moved that the further consider- 


next, at one o’clock.. He said that he moved that 
day, because Monday and Tuesday were already 
set apart.. He desired also to say that, in post- 
poning these resolutions, he intended to speak upon 
the general. questions involved in them, as the 
honorable Senator from Michigan [Mr. Cass] had 
used them forthat purpose. This he (Mr. D.) did 
by the consent of the Senator from Mississippi, 
{Mr. Foorz.] ‘ 

The métion was agreed to, and, . 

On motion, the Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frivay, March 15, 1850. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr. SACKETT asked the unanimous consent || 
of.the House to introduce a bill, of which previous 
notice had been given, with a view, he said, to its 
reference to the Committee on the Post Office. 
The title of the bill was read, as ** A bill to estab- |! 
lish a post-road in Seneca county, New York.” 

Objections were made on the right of the Chair. 

So the bill was not introduced. 


CONVENTION WITH BRAZIL. 


Mr. MeCLERNAND asked the House, by 
unanimous consent, to take up, with a view to its 
reference to the Commitee on Foreign Affairs, the 
bill from the Secretary, (lying on the Speaker’s 
table,) providing for carrying into effect a conven- 
vention between the United States and the Empe- 
ror of Brazil, 

No objection having been made, the bill was 
taken up, read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Aflairs. 


THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 


Mr. THOMAS moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole, for the purpose 
of proceeding with the consideration of the private 
calendar. 

The motion was afreed to. 

The SPEAKER invited Mr. Asumun, of Mass- 
achusetts, to take the chair. 

Mr. ASHMUN excused himself fora reason, 
not heard by the reporter. 

The SPEAKER then invited Mr. Vinton, who 
accepted the invitation. 

The House thereupon resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole, (Mr. Vinton, of Ohio, in 
the chair,) and proceeded to the consideration of |: 
bills on the private calendar. 


MOORE AND HASCALL’S HARVESTING MA- 


CHINE. 

The Committee proceeded to the consideration 
of the bill first on the calendar, for the relief of 
Hiram Moore and John Hascall. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Re it enacted by the Senate and House of Representativ 
of the United Stutes of America, in Congres dabie, That 
the Commissioner of Patents shall be, and he is hereby re- 
quired to extend to Hiram Moore and John Hascall, and to 
their heirs and legal representatives, their patent for a ma- 
chine for cutting, thrashing, and cleaning grain, commonly 
known as “Moore and HascalPs Harvesting Machine,” for 
the terin of fourteen years from the twenty-eight day of 
June, one thousand eight hundred and fifty, the day when 
said patent will expire. $ 

And ‘the said Comuinissioner of Patents shall add to said 
patent, when the same shall be extended, ull the improve- 
ments to the said machine, or to any part thereof, which the 
said Moore and Hascall, or either of them, have iuvented 
and made, from the date of said or ginat patent to the day | 
when the same shall be-extended: Provided, That the said | 
Moore and Hascall shall first pay into the Treasury, to the 
credit of the patent fund, the sum of forty dotlars—the fee 
now required by Jaw on applications for extension of patents: 
And provided further, That all rights, privileges, and inter- 
ests in said patent heretofore granted or assigned by said 
patentees, or by their duly authorized agents in their name, 
shall inure to, and be enjoyed by, the patentees, ass guees, ji 
and purchasers thereof, respectively, during the extended || 

i 


f 
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; would not be favored by this House. 


Mr. WENTWORTH inquired whether- this 
was objection day. ` 


adding that the bill was now open to debate. 

The reading of the report was called for, and 
was read. es Si : 

Phe bill was heretofore reported by Mr: War- 
DEN, from the Committee on Patents) The reportis 
embraced ina few lines. The committee cometo the 
conclusion that the prayer of the petitioners ought 
to be granted, and recommended the passage of 
the bill. 
which have induced the committee to come -to this 
conclusion, they refer to the petition of the pat- 
entees, to several statements of highly respectable 


the legislature of that State, in support of the ap- 
plication of the petitioners. 


said papers, which were read. 

The CHAIRMAN said, thatif no amendment 
was proposed, the bill would be laid aside to be 
reported to the House. 


the subject of granting patents, under which, if 
there was any improvement in any machine, the 
person entitled could get an extension patent. If 
the person making such improvement could not 


general law, it would be wrong in Congress to pass 
a special law giving a patent, although the right 
might be defective. Believing so, he moved that 
the bill be laid aside to be reported to the House, 
with a recommendation that it do not pass. 

Mr. HAMILTON (a member of the Commit- 
tee on Patents) stated the facts of the case: 
Owing to the limited time in which the machine 
could be used each year, the inventor, he said, had 
been occupied for the whole fourteen years, during 
which he had had his patent, in perfecting his ma- 
chine. Having perfected it, aad being now pre- 
pared to make something out of it, the inventor 
desired to be placed on equal footing with ordinary 
inventors—to have the benefit of his patent for 
fourteen years. The committee had thought, 
under these circumstances—it having been cen- 
clusively proved that his expenses in bringing the 
| machine to perfection had been from $20,060 to 
$25,000, and that he had received but $5,000— 
that it was but just to extend the patent, and had 
unanimously reported a bill accordingly. 

Mr. CALVIN expressed his opposition to the 
bill, and stated that he had received letters from 
persons in Michigan, protesting against the exten- 
sion of this patent. If there was just reason for it, 
let the patentee apply to the Patent-Office, and he 
would receive an extension if he was entitled to 
it. He hoped this system of special legislation 
If the gen- 
eral patent law needed amendment, let it be revised, 


; but he hoped the House would not occupy its time 


by legislating on special cases. 

Mr. BUEL said: Mr. Chairman, the bill under 
consideration came here from the Committee on 
Patents, upon the petition of the parties interested, 
who are citizens of Michigan, and seems to justify 
some few remarks from me, in explanation of its 
merits. What, sir, are the facts? Nearly four- 
teen years ago, these par ies, Moore and Hascall, 
procured a patent for a machine of their invention, 
called a harvesting machine; being one which cuts, 
thrashes, cleans, and deposits the grain in the sack, 
in a single operation, and harvests from twenty to 
twenty-five acres perday. From its nature, it is, 
evidently,a complex machine, and must neces- 
sarily require much time for experimenting with 
it, and bringing it to such perfection as would 
make it useful to the public, being chiefly designed 


į for harvesting on the prairies. 


_ The lifetime of the patentee has been consumed 
in perfecting the machine, and it is now supposed 
to have become perfected for use. But in the 
mean time, it is understoed, not a machine has 
been sold. The parties have never gone into mar- 
ket for the purpose of selling it, and they have 
realized nothing for their inventions, except the 
small pittance of $5,000, which has been obtained 
by way of experiments and vse of the machine 


i 
| in the neighborhood of the parties. But this ma- | 
| chine itself is very expensive, being worked by | 


have-been ex- 


lime of said patept, upon the same conditions, and to the | 
Same extent, as now enjoyed by them. 


Mr. CALVIN rose and objected to the bill. | 


sixteen horses, and néarly $30,000 
pended in its perfection. In fact, the parties Fave 


Spent their lives and fortunes on it, and all they 
now ask is, that they be allowed to reap, from 


The CHAIRMAN answered in the negative, | 


For a statement of the tacts and reasons | 


citizens of Michigan, and to a joint resolution of |! 


Mr. CROWELL called for the readinggof ‘the | 


Mr. JONES said there was a general law upon | 


establish his right to a patent for it under the | 


their great expenditure of tinie and money, thos 
benefits which ouf patent laws extend to every 
patentee. It is their policy to stimulate the me- 
|, chanical genius and invention of the country, by 
i rewarding it to some little extent; and this can be 
done in no better manner, than by giving the in- 
ventor, for a certain period, the profits of his in- 
vention. This bill, in substance, only places: the 
parties on.an equal footing with patentees. in gen- 
eral. Their machine is of a character which must 
necessarily be patented before perfected, and per- 
fected before the parties can reap any benefit from 
it. They could necessarily have but two or three 
weeks in each year for making experiments. A 
į year must intervene between each experiment, and 
hence it is, that they have required so much time 
| to perfect their machine. There is nothing in the 
case which will not bear the fullest scrutiny. I 
do not fear examination. What most fear is, 
that it will not be examined. No one, I think, 
will oppose this bill, who will take the pains to 
ij understand its merits. The Committee on Patents 
| have reported unanimously in favor of this bill. 

| Mr. CALVIN inquired of the gentleman from 
|| Michigan [Mr. Buer] if the patent had not been 
renewed already? : 
| Mr BUEL. Never. ” 

Mr. CALVIN. : How long has it been in use? 

Mr. BUEL. Notat all, except by way of ex- 
periment. No machine has been manufactured 
for sale—none has been sold in the country, 

He (Mr. B.) referred to the statement of Mr. 
Carvin, that he had received letters from persons 
residing in Michigan protesting against the ex- 
tension of this patent, and said, if the gentleman 
was at liberty to read them, he would like to hear 
| them read, and to know the source whence they 
peame, 
| Mr, CALVIN was understood to say that the 
| letters were not here. À 

Mr. BUEL said, that in his State it was under- 
stood there was no objection to the renewal of this | 
patent. .He bad evidence, more reliable than the 
letters of A, B, and C, which were not here. The 
people of Michigan felt so deep an interest in the 
subject, and considered it one of so much import- 
ance, that through their legislature they had in- 
structed their Senators, and requested their Repre- 
sentatives in Congress, to use their efforts for a 
renewal of the patent. He held in his hand those 
resolutions, and if the gentleman would listen to 
them, he must be satisfied, and the whole com- 
mittee must be satisfied—notwithstanding a few 
private letters to the contrary—that the’ people of 
his State were in favor of the extension of the 
patent. He caused the resolutions of the legisla- 
ture to be read. 

Mr. CALVIN had no doubt but this was a very 
valuable invention; but he did not understand why 
the petitioner did not apply to the Patent Office for 
a renewabof his patent. Why the House of Rep- 
resentatives were troubled with this application to 
grant special privileges, he knew not. The patent 
law secured the right of the benefit of their inven- 
tions to all inventors; and if this patentee could 
not, under that Jaw, get the privileges he desired, 
he must bear the consequence. 

Mr. BINGHAM briefly advocated the passage 
of the bill. The patentee, he said, had spent the 
entire fourteen years in making improvements of 
| this machine; every farmer knew that there were 

but two or three weeks in a year in which he could 
make experiments with it, He had devoted his 
whole hfetime to the invention and improvement 
of the patent, and had spent a fortune of $30,000 
in bringing it to perfection. It was an invaluable 
aid to the farmers of the West in harvesting the 
| large crops of their immense prairies and farms. 
i The inventor, in his devotion to the improvement 
|| of the machine, had spent his fortune, and was 
now poor. He thought this was a case in which 
it was manifestly just for Congress to depart from 
: the ordinary rule, and by law extend the patent. 
f Mr. ROOT said, without pretending to know 
|| anything of the merits of this bill, that the princi- 
|; ple of extending patents, by Congress, was wrong. 
Exceptions to this rule might, in some cases, be 
proper; but what he had heard of this bill, did not 
convince him that this was such a case. He re- 
ferred to the resolutions of the Legislature of 
Michigan, and said he did not know how much of 
their time that legislature spent in recommending 
to Congress the claims of people of that State, 
) but he dared say, that nine out of ten men who 
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` tioner had very. likely received suggestions. of im- 


1850. 


voted for these resolutions, knew: littlesor nothing 
about the merits of the case. ‘The patentee could 
have an’ extension of his patent for seven years, 
without the interference of Congres; why, then, 
did he not apply foran: extension. at: the. Patent 
Office? The reason assigned- by gentlemen was,” 
that if he now gotia billyit wolii save him the 
trouble of, coming here seven years hence’ -But he 
suspected there might be another reason; this peti 


provements ‘from other patents, and it might be 

that he could not geta patent at the Patent Office 

for his improvements: 

Mr, BUEL; in explanation, stated that no prin- 
ciple involved in the machine had been taken from 
any other. . The papers in the case did not show, 
nor did he understand the gentleman from Chic to 
say, that there was any proof, that this was an 
infringement upon any other patent. ‘If the gen- 
tleman charged that it was the case, let him do so 
openly—boldly; if he did not, let him not base an 
argument upon an altogether gratuitous supposi- 
tion. - , 

.. Mr. ROOT said he should make his argument 
“in his own way. He wished to know of the gen- 
tleman, if the machine did not cut, thrash, and 

clean wheat? a 

Mr. BUEL replied that it did, and in addition, 
deposited the grain in the sack. 

Mr. ROOT said that there were other machines 
for thrashing, others for cleaning, &c., and it was 
possible that this patentee might have learned 
something in relation to some of these processes 
from them. This bill, if passed, enabled him to 
take advantage of the improvements of others, and 
would be a clear law for him to litigate with 
against anybody else, in defence not only of his 
own invention, as he first discovered it, but of the 
patent, as they granted it. They were acting 
ex parte; he never knew such a bill passed but that 
it operated unjustly. The patentee already had 
the patent fourteen. years; he could get it for seven 
years more at the Patent Office; but, not satisfied 
with that, he came to. Congress, and asked for 
fourteen additional years. He hoped it would not, 
be granted. ` 

The question being on the motion of Mr. 
Jones to lay aside the bill to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do not 

ass, 

: Tellers were asked and ordered, and being ap- 
pointed, viz: Mr. Hare and Mr. Wxire—they 

announced the vote—ayes 36, noes 80. 

. So the motion was rejected. 

The question recurring of laying aside the bill, 
to be reported to the House, 

Mr. NELSON rose to inquire if it were in or- 
der to move an amendment to the bill? 

. The CHAIRMAN having answered affirma- 
tively, : : 

Mr: NELSON sent to the Clerk’s table an 
amendment, which was read, reserving the right 
to Congress to repeal the act, if hereafter it should 
be established, that the party was not justly en- 
titled to the patent. 

Mr. NELSON remarked, that he had been in- 
duced to offer this amendment in consequence of 
some things which had been disclosed when a 
former case was under discussion, and which 
would be within the recollection of every gentle- 
man. If the facts in the present case-were such 
as they were stated to be, he should be in favor of 
the passage of the bill; but in all these cases, 
there was the fear of fraud or imposition; and 
therefore it was that he proposed to reserve to 
Congress the right to act as it pleased in the 
matter. 

Mr. SACKETT suggested that the adoption of 
this amendment was unnecessary, because the 
power remained in Congress without the adoption 
of any such proposition. He had not, however, 
risen for the purpose of saying anything on that | 
particular point. There were two questions aris- 
ing out of this case, upon which he desired- in- 
formation. In the first place, he desired to inquire 
whether any application had been made to the 
Commissioner of Patents for an extension of this 
patent under the general law authorizing the ex- | 
tension for seven years? If not, he thought the 
proceeding rather extraordinary. In the next 
place, he desired to know whether, by the bill 
now before the committee, any greater rights were 
secured to the patentees than those which were 
granted under the original specification? Difficul- | 


t 


ties of this description had risen. from: bills passed. 
under ‘similar circumstances; and he desired: to 
prévent a recurrence of them... = É 
«Mr. OTIS admitted the general proposition, 
that no special legislation should be adopted, ex- 
cept ‘in’ cases sufficiently strong. in themselves to 
justify an exception from- the general law; and 


|| after hearing the whole matter, he felt satisfied, he 


said, that if there was a case for special legisla- 
tion, this. was. the case. He had no doubt that 
the individual had a right, under the general law, 
to apply for an extension of the patent. That 


individual was a plain, honest man, and he (Mr. 


O.) had inquired why it was that he had not made 
the application under that law. The reason was, 


that he-had failed himself, in consequence of the 


time and. money expended on this invention; and 
that the friends to whom he applied for aid, would 
not furnish the means for further operations, if an 
extensi@h of the patent-right was secured for only 
seven years. 3 

In relation to the other point, suggested by the 


| gentleman from New York, [Mr. SacrerTT,] he 


(Mr. O.) would say, that the bill proposed an ex- 
tension of only the same patent-rights which were 
granted fourteen years ago. 

In reply to a further inquiry, by Mr, Sacxerr, 

Mr. OTIS said, that the second section of the 
bill provided, that all the patent-rights assigned 
by these patentees should inure to the benefit of 
these assignees during the extended time of the 
patent, 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Ngzson, and was decided in the negative. 

So the amendment was rejected. . | 

Mr. PUTNAM inquired of the Chair, whether 
it was in order to move to strike out the enacting 
clause of the bill? 

The CHAIRMAN assented. e 

Mr. PUTNAM made that motion, The case 
before the committee, he said, might, for aught he 
knew, be a very meritorious one, and one in which 


| the applicants ought to receive the benefit of an 


extension of their patent; but he objected to this 
whole proceeding, as being entirely in violation of 
those statutory provisions which ought to be ful- 
filled in every case where an application was made 
for such extension. Mr. P. quoted from the law, 
to show what its requirements were, especially in 
relation to due public notice (especially in the im- 
mediate neighborhood) of the application for the 
extension of a patent, that persons might show 
cause why the application should not be granted, 
&c. These provisions were wise and wholesome, 
doing away with the necessity of repeated applica- 
tions to Congress. The present application came 
here in the absence of all compliance with the pro- 
visions of the law. The committee knew very 
little of the facts of the case. He did not doubt 
the statements of these individuals, but they did 
not constitute, in the first instance, a proper ba- 
sis for the application. He referred to the fact of 
the former existence of a board, before whom these 
applications were brought, and of its abolition. 
The duty of receiving and deciding upon these ap- 

lications was now vested in the Commissioner of 

atents; and what was the duty of that officer? 
He referred the application to the principal exam- 
iner of the class of cases to which it belonged, by 
whom a report was made, that it might be ascer- 
tained whether the case was originally patentable 
or not. And was the time of Congress to be thus 
taken up in legislating upon cases, in respect to 
the facts of which there was no evidence, except 
such as might have been put upon record by the 
patentees themselves? or should not Congress 
rather require application to be made to the proper 
officer, in whom the power was vested, to extend 
the patent for seven years, if such extension ought 
to be granted? 

The question was then stated to be on striking 
out the enacting clause of the bill, and was taken. 

But no quorum voted. 

Mr. WHITE demanded tellers. They were 
ordered, and Messrs. Wuitz and Bincuam were 
appointed. i 

The question was again taken, and the vote 
stood, ayes 15, noes 104. 

A quorum was present. 

So the motion to strike out the enacting clause 
of the bill was rejected. . 

No farther amendment having been offered, the 
bill was laid aside to be reported to the House. 


Be it enacted by the, Senate and House of Rep: z 
of the United States of America, in Congress assembled, TH 
the Secretary of the Treasury, upon receiving ‘satisfactory 
evidence that M. H. De Leon, M. Dz, is the soleexecutor of 
the last. will and testament of Thomas. Cooper, deceased, 
duly qualified, is authorized and. directed to. refund to: the 
said M. H. De Leon, M. D., as executor, as aforesaid, out-of 
any money in the ‘Treasury not otherwise appropriated, fone: 
hundred dollars, being the fine imposed . upon: tte said 
Thomas Cooper, under the sedition Jaw, passed. the four: 
teenth day of July, one thousand seven hundred and niner 
eight, together with interest thereon, al the rate of six: per 
cent. per annum, from the first: day of November,: one 
thousand eight hundred, until paid. 


The reading of the report was called for and 
read, he : 

: The Committee on the Judiciary, who reported 
the bill, (through ‘their chairman, Mr. Tromp- 
son, of Pennsylvania,) made the following staie~ 


ment: ; i Oe ras 

« That in the month of April, 1800,- Dr. Thomas Cooper, 
the testator of the petitioner, was indicted, under the act of 
14th April, 1798, commonly called the sedition Jaw, tor & 
libel apondohn Adams, the President of the United States, 
The libellous matter charged in the indictment, in the first 
count, is as follows: “ Nor do {see any impropriety. in, in’: 
c king this request of Mr. Adams; At that time he ‘had just 
centered into office. He was hardly in the infancy of politi- 
ceal mistake. Even those who doubred his capacity, thought 
tewel of his intentions? ‘The second count. charged the 
following: ‘ Nor were we yet saddled with the expense of 
c a permanent navy, or threatened under his auspices With the 
c existence of a standing army. Our credit was not yet re~ 
í duced so low as to horrow money at eight per cent., in tine 
‘of peace, while unnecessary violence of official expressions 
‘wight justly have provoked a war? Tbe third count 
charged the following: “ Mr. Adams had not yet projected 
Chis emba-sies to Prussia, Russia, and the Sublime Porte 5 
c nor had be yetinterfered, as President ot the United States, 
‘to influence the decisions of acourtof justiee—a stretch of 
‘authority which the monarch of Great Britain would have 
‘shrunk from—an interference without precedent against 
‘Jaw and against mercy. This mlancholy case of John: Rol- 
¢lins, a native citizen of America, forcibly impressed by the 
t British and delivered up, with the advice of Mr. Adams, to 
‘the mock-trial of a British court martial, had not yet aston- 
sished the republican citizens of this free country—a case oog 
¢Jittle known, hutof which the people ought to be fully ap-; 
‘ prized before the election, and they shall be? Upon which 
indictment Jr. Cooper being tried and convicted, wis sen- 
tenced to undergo an imprisonment in the county jail of 
Philadelphia of six months, and to paya fine of 8400; which 
sentence was enforced and executed, and the sum of $400 
was paid into the Treasury of the United States by the said 
Dr. Cooper. Your committee are of opinion that the law 
of the }4th April, 1798, was unconstitutional, null, and void; 
and passed under an exercise of undelegated powers by 
Congress—that the fine so levied ought: to be -refunded to 
the legal representatives of the said Dr. Cooper, with inte- 
rest thereon until. pard, Congress: has directed to ‘be re- 
funded to the heirs and legat representatives of Matthew 
Lyon and Anthony Haswell similar finesimposed Under: the. 
act aforesaid, and bills have been reported to refaodjhe fine 
inthe. case under consideration, in. 1832, 1834, 1836, 1838, 
and 1847. The committee therefore reportthe accompany- 
ing bill.” ` aed 

The report having been read— ` 

No amendment was offered, and the bill was laid’ 
aside to be reported to the House, i 

THE FRIGATE PHILADELPHIA. | — 

The committee then proceeded to the consid- 
eration of the bill, heretofore reported by Mr: 
La Serg, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
entitled, “A bill for the revief of the captors of 
the frigate Philadelphia.” 

The bill was read as follows: 

Be it enacted §c., That the sum of one hundred thousand 
dollars be, and the same is, hereby authorized 10 he paid, 
under the direction of ihe Secretary of the Navy, out of any 
money in the ‘Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to. the 
officers and crew of the ketch Intrepid, commanded by 
Stephen Decatur, who were engaged in the capture and de> 
struction of tbe frigate Philadelphia, in the harbor of Tripoli, 
on the sixteenth February, eighteen hundred and ‘four; to. 
be distributed pro rata among the said officers and crew,-2c- 
cording to the rates fixed by the sixth section of the act of 
April twenty-third, eighteen hundred, for the ‘better govern~ 
ment of the navy of the United States: «> 7 . ` 

Src. 2. And be it further. enuctéd; That if any. officer, 
seaman, or marine, who was engaged inthe capture afore- 
said, shall have died. prior. to the passage of this act, the sum 
to which he would bave been entitled, under this act, shall 
be divided equallyamong his children and his widow, ifshe 
be living and unmarried ; and if there be no widow, then to 
his children ; butif there be no. children, then to his widow, 
if she be living and unmarricd, as his sole heir; and in'ho 
ease shall any collateral kindred or creditor of miy deceased 
officer, seaman, Or marine, be entitled to. receive any of the 
benefits of this act: Provided, ‘Phat this section be so eou- 
strued as to: give 10 Mrs. Susan Deentur, widow. +t Conis 
inodore Decatur, and to Mrs, Priscilla Decatur Twiggs, and 
her two sisters, nieces of Commodore Decatur, but adopted 
py hiyas children, an equal share in the distribution of the 
prize money to be made under this act, to wit: one fourth 


each. 
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Suc. 3. And be it further-enacted, That in default of 
such heirs -as are -specified in-the preceding section; the 
share or proportio- to which any deceased officer, seaman, 
or marine, might have been. entitled under this ret, shall re- 
main. in: tie. Treasury of the United States, and be carried 
to the surplus funds, ý : 2 ‘ 

Sec. 4, ind be it further enacted, That any portion of this 


appropriation which may remain unclaimed in the Treas- 
ury, at the expiration of the term of three years from the 
date of. this.act, shall be carried to the surplus fund. o 

The. committee premise: that-the subject of.a 
reward to the officers and crew of the ketch In- 
trepid; for their gallant and meritorious exploit, has 
‘been frequently under the consideration’ of Con- 
, gress, and that the principal difficulty seems to 
have been in the adjustment of a proper mode of 
distribution. The committees who reported the 
present, bill, were of opinion that the only proper 

uide for the distribution of the sum intended to 

è awarded, was that furnished by the prize act, 
which has governed in all similar cases, and 
accordingly adopted the rule of that act. The 
sum proposed to be distributed is one hundred 
thousand dollars, which appears to have been re- 
garded in former reports as being one half of the 
estimated value of the frigate. The committee 
express the opinion that if the allowance is granted 
at all, it should be by an act covering the whole 
claim, and closing the subject. 

The following is the statement of facts, accom- 
pinying the report of the committee, in relation to 
the recapture of the Frigate Philadelphia, in the 
harbor of Tripoli, on the 16th of February, 1804, 
furnished to the committee on behalf of the peti- 
tioner: (Joseph K. Boyd, who was one of the 
subordinate officers. of the Intrepid:] 

During our memorable contentions for the 
freedom of navigation on the Mediterranean, and 
after. the war with Tripoli had commenced, a small 
squadron, under-the command of Commodore 
Preble, (the United States Frigate Constitution 
being the flag ship,) was dispatched by our Gov- 
ernment, for the purpose of carrying on hostilities 
against that despotic power, and of bringing it to 
terms. 

The United States frigate Philadelphia, one of 
the squadron, commanded by Captain Bainbridge, 
when cruizing off the harbor of Tripoli, struck 
upon the rocks lying in the immediate vicinity of 
the fortifications, and was stranded. Finding it 
impossible, after using every exertion, to get his 
vessel off, or to resist the overwhelming force of 
the enemy, Captain Bainbridge was forced to sur- 
render, and his officers and men were made pris- 
oners, and removed to the dungeons of the city 


ense, where the American squadron lay, on the 3d 
of February, 1804. 0°. ~- : 
He had an unusually stormy passage, and ar- 
rived. on the. 16th following, off the coast... After 
perfecting all his arrangements, heran, after dark, 
into the harbor of Tripoli, disguising his. move- 
ments as much as possible to deceive the enemy, 
by whom:he was observed-and suspected; and at 
about 10- p.: m., laid his vessel boldly alongside the 
Philadelphia, boarded and carried her, sword in 
hand, in the most gallant style, after a severe 
though short conflict on the decks of. the frigate, 
in which upward of twenty of the enemy were 
slain, and the rest driven below, or overboard. 

The capture was made with such gallant 
daring, and with so many concurring favoring cir- 
cumstances, that, in the opinion of many, the 
frigate could have been easily carried out of the 
harbor, and again added to the American squadron; 
but the peremptory orders of Commodor®Preble 
forbade such an attempt; and, after deliberately 
setting her on fire, as directed in his instructions, 
and remaining on board “ until the fire had com- 
municated to the rigging and tops,” Decatur aban- 
doned her to her fate, bringing off his whole crew, 
under a heavy fire froin the batteries and shipping, 
without the lossofa man, (having but one slightly 
wounded,) and rejoined the American squadron. 
* No amendment having been offered, the bill was 
laid aside to be reported to the House. 

JOHN DICKSON. : 

The bill for the relief of John Dickson, surviv- | 
ing partner of Lambert & Dickson, was taken 
up, read, and, no amendment having been offered, 
was laid aside to be reported to the House. 


NICOLL AND CLINCH. 

The committee proceeded to the consideration 
of the bill for the relief of Solomon T. Nicoll and 
James Clinch, of the city of New York. 

The bill was read as follows: 

Be it enacted, Ye., That the Secretary of the Treasury he, 
and he is, hereby authorized and directed to pay to Solomon 
Nicoli and James Clinch, out of any moneys in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, the sum of one thousand three 
hundred and ten dollars and twenty-one cents, it being in 
full payment for fifty-four half chests of young hysen tea, 
sold to the United States and delivered to the naval store- 
keeper at Norfolk, for the use of the navy, and which has 
been consumed in the public service. 


Mr. THOMAS called for the reading of the re- 
port of the Committee on Claims (who, through 
Mr. Nexson,) reported the bill; and the report 
was read. 

A brief statement of the facts of the case, not 


fortifications. The frigate subsequently was got 
off the rocks by the Tripolitans, having sustained 
but little injury, and was moored by them within 
pistol-shot of the Tripolitan navy, manned and 
made ready for sea. More than one hundred pieces 
of heavy cannon were mounted on board the dif- 
ferent vessels of the Tripolitans, manned by up- 
ward of one thousand seamen, and the whole lay 
within the immediate protection of formidable land | 
batteries, consisting of one hundred and fifteen 
pieces of heavy artillery, and within sight of a 
force of twenty thousand troops, stationed in the 
city and its vicinity. 

The loss of this fine frigate and her noble crew 
was most seriously felt, and proved a great detri- 
ment to the American squadron, in carrying on 
efficient operations against an active enemy. 

Under these circumstances, so annoying to 
our squadron, the then Lieutenant Stephen Decatur 
conceived the bold idea of recapturing the Phila- 
delphia, with his vessel--the United States schooner 
Enterprise, which he then commanded—and com- 
municated bis plan of operation to Commodore 
Preble, 

The Commodore was fully impressed with the 
importance of so daring an act, approved the plan, 
and accepted the offer of Licutenant Decatur’s ser- 
vices; but, sensible that success must depend on 
the secrecy, celerity, and gallantry of its execu- 
tion, and that an attempt to bring out the frigate, 
if captured, would, in all probability, be attended 
with too great hazard and loss of life, gave per- 
emptory orders to set fire, after capture, to every 
accessible part of the frigate; and, after * blowing 
out her bottom,” to abandon her, 

In compliance with this permission and his 
orders, Lieutenant Decatur manned a small ketch, 
of about sixty tons, (which he had recently cap- 
tured, and named by Commodore Preble, the 
te Intrepid, ””) with seventy officers and men, vol- 
untsers-from his own vessel, and sailed from Syra- 


| 


disputed, is thus given in the opinion of the late 
Attorney General: 

“ The Govetnnient entered into a contract with M. B. | 
Mason, by which he was bound, in the usual form, to furnish 
such quantities of sugar as might be requested at certain 
navy-yards during the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1846. He 
failed to comply with his contraet, and the sugar was pur- 
chased elsewhere by the Government, at the cost of $2,152 75, 
beyond the amount which would have been paid under the 
contract; and according to the terms of the contract, Mr. 
Mason is held liable for the excess. 

*¢ By another and separate contract, Mr. Mason was bound 
to furnish tea for the navy during the same fiscal year. 
The tea for the navy yard, Norfolk, was shipped from New 
York, by Messrs. Nicoll & Co., of that city, at the request | 
of Mr. Mason, but in their own name, to be delivered to the 
naval storekeeper at Norfolk, who received the tea, and 
sent bills for it to Messrs. Nieoll & Co., made out in the 
name of the contractor, Mr. Mason, informing them by iet- 
ter, that he was obliged to doso, because he could not know 
officially any other person in the matter butthe contractor, | 
and suggesting to them, that they should have the hil'ssigned | 
by Mr. Mason, or procure from him a power of attorney, | 
authorizing them to receive the money, amounting to 
$1,310 21. They complied with his suggestion, but pay- 
ment was subsequently withbeld, on account of Mr, Mason’s 
defaleation under his sugar contract, the amount of which | 
excceded the amount of the bill for the tea? ! 

Mr. THOMAS urgently opposed the passage of | 
the bill. The ease had been reported upon during ! 
the last Congress, and during this, by the Com- | 
mittee on Claims, of which he was a member. He |: 
desired the particular attention of the committee to 
it, differing, as he did, from the committee who ! 
had reported the bill, and believing that it would || 
establish a precedent injurious to the public inter- į 
ests. He entered at some length into explanations | 
of the facts of the case. He adverted to the policy | 
which regulated the action of the Government in its | 
contracts, under which, if the supplies contracted for i 
were not furnished, the Government was at liberty | 
to go into open market and make the purchases, | 
holding the sureties of the contractors liable for ij 
any excess of expenditure beyond the stipulated || 
amount of the contract. And he insisted upon the 
enforcement of this policy as essential to the pro- i 


tection of the Government; inasmuch,as if this pre- 
cedent were set, it was impossible to know the ex- 
tent to which contractors might avail themselves of 
it in future. He referred to the opinion of the 
late Attorney General, which sets forth that the 
‘Government has the right to set off the amount of 
the bill for the tea, against the ascertained and 
liquidated amount of the defalcation, under the 


| sugar contract—this opinion resting upon the act 


of March, 1843, which provides that ‘in case 
‘of a failure to supply the articles, or to perform 
“the work, by the person entering into such con- 
l € tract, he and his sureties shall be liable for the 
‘ forfeiture, specified in such contract as liquidated 
‘ damages, to be sued for in the name of the United 
‘States, in any court having competent jurisdic- 
t tion.” 

The amount of money involved was of no great 
consequence; but the principle was an important 
one; and if this bill was passed, it would be the 
easiest thing in the world for contractors to make 
arrangements precisely similar to those. which 
were made in the present case. He did not in- 
tend to charge a corrupt design on the part of 
these gentlemen; he presumed .they were re-” 
spectable men; but he had nothing to do with 
considerations of that kind. The law governing 
contracts was perfectly well known, and it wag 
proper that those who violated it should be held 
to strict account. He moved that the bill be re- 
ported to the House, with a recommendation that 
it do not pass. 

Mr. NELSON sustained this bill, as involving a 
fair, legal, equitable claim against the Government. 
i Fle accorded to the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
Tuomas] great vigilance in guarding the interests 
of the Government, but feared that the gentle- 
man’s care for the public carried him beyond the 
bounds of justice. . If the question had -risen be- 
tween individual and individual, no impartial law- 
i yer or judge would hesitate, for a moment, to 
allow the claim—an honest man would blush to 
withhold it. He recapitulated the facts of the 
case, as above given. He considered it clear, 
from the evidence, that Nicoll & Co. raoust have 
been ignorant of the indebtedness of Mason to 
the Government, arising out of his failure to com- 
ply with the sugar contract; and that they fur- 
nished the tea on their own account to the Gov- 
ernment. The navy agent was aware of this, 
and did not give'them notice that it would be re- 
| ceived on the credit of Mason; on the contrary, 
on being informed by Nicoll & Co. that they had 
shipped the tea in their own name, he had replied, 


| that as soon as it arrived, ‘“ I will forward you 


bills as requested.” Nicoll & Co., then, forward- 
ing the tea in their own name, and the navy agent 
receiving it in their name, he (Mr. N.) held that 
its value should be paid to them, irrespective of 
any other contract between Mason and the Gov- 
ernment. If Mason had failed to fulfill the con- 
tract to deliver sugar, the proper remedy of the 
Government was against him and; his sureties in 
that contract. 

He trusted that there would be hardly two opin- 
ions upon the subject. If there was anything de- 
ficient in the bill, it was, that it did not provide for 
the payment of interest. Although it had been 
said, in this committee, that the Government never 
paid interest, he knew of no just reason why it 
should not in this case. These merchants had 
lain out of their money five years,and the in- 
terest, during that time, undoubtedly far exceeded 
the amount of their profits. If it were not for 
embarrassing the passage of the bill, he would 
move to insert the interest. 

Mr. DUNHAM sustained the bill in an argu- 
ment based upon the same general view of the 
facts as was taken by Mr. Netson. Nicoll & Co. 
having furnished the tea, in their own name, and 
it having been received in their name by the navy 
agent, they were entitled to be paid by the Gov- 
ernment. If Mason’s default, under the contract 
to deliver sugar, were to have been a set-off, that 
was the duty of the navy agent to have given 
Nicoll & Co. notice of this fact, previous to the 
delivery of the tea. This he had not only not 
done, but he had expressly agreed to receive it in 
the name of Nicoll & Co., and Nicoll & Co. had 
given notice that they would not furnish it in 
Mason’s name. 

Mr. McKISSOCK inquired if there was any 
evidence that they had given the navy agent such 
notice? 


1850: 2° 


Mr. DUNHAM replied that the petition assert- 


ed.that fact, that the letter-givingthe notice was: 
not printed, but that the navy agent impliedly ad=- 


mitted the fact in his letter of June 26: 

`- [This letter is as folówg: t oro cis oo 
` 3 7 JUNE 26,1846. 

GENTLEMEN: I enclose. the bills for you-for. the tea de- 

livered by you on account.of Mr. Mason’s contract, accord- 


ing to your requést. You wijl perceive they are made otin 


„bis name; this, I was objiged:to do, as I could not know; 
officially, any other përson in the matter but the contractor. 
You will, however, only have. to-get him to'sign his ‘name 
to the receipt, or give you a power of attorney authorizing 
you to receive the money. The ten per cent. has also been 
deducted, according to the stipulations of Mr. Mason’s con- 
tract. Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. JORDAN, Naval Storekeeper. 


Messrs. S. T. Nicont & Co.] 


Mr. PHCENTX, in a few remarks, which were. 


inaudible at the reporter’s desk, supported the 
claim ofthe petitioners, the rejection of which, he 
considered, would be an outrage on the principles 
of justice. f 

Mr. CROWELL then took a view of the ques- 
tion for the purpose of laying before the commit- 
tee a simple statement of the facts in the. case, 
which he thought to be sufficient to overthrow the 
pettifogging defence against the claim set up by the 

Fourth Auditor and the Attorney General. He 
looked atthis defence as disreputable to the Govern- 
ment; it would be discreditable to an-ordinary jus- 
ticeof the peace. Whatdid itamountto? The Gov- 
ernment made a contract with Mason for a certain 
qraniity of tea. The contractor had. failed to ful- 

il his contract, and went to the petitioners, who 
undertook to furnish tea in theirown names. The 
tea. was furnished by them to the Government, 
and was received by the navy store keeper and re- 
ceipted for by him. [After a question, whether 
the tea was furnished by the petitioners at the 
request of the Government or of the contractor, 
Mr. Crowe. . continued?) The tea was fur- 
nished at the instance of Mason, the contractor, 
who could. not furnish the quantity called for by 
the requisition. ~ These petitioners, perhaps at the 
request of Mason himself, or from an unwilling- 
ness to credit Mason, transmitted their bill to the 
store keeper, and he gave them a receipt for the 
tea.. The petitioners had acted throughout with 
propriety. They had taken the place of the con- 
tractor who was unable to fulfill his contract. It 
was necessary that the Government should: have 
the supplies. The petitioners were made aware 
of :this ,and they stepped in and supplied the Gov- 
ernment; but instead of trusting the contractor, 
who was not. known to them, they said they 
would look to the Government for their pay; and 
as the Government had received the tea from the 
petitioners, and had appropriated. it to their own 
use, it was their duty to pay for it.. 

It was alleged that the Government agent, in pur- 
chasing this tea of the petitioners, had transcended 
his power; and although it was admitted that the 
Government had received and used the tea, this 
objection was urged as sufficient to defeat. the 
claim of the petitioners. Could such an argument 
as this avail for a moment? If these gentlemen 
were not the original contractors, they furnished 
the supplies, and they had a right to come here for 
payment. = 

Mr. HALL said, as he understood the practice 
of the Government, it was; when a contractor for- 
feited his contract, to go into the open market and 
purchase, and charge the contractor with the dif- 
ference between the contract price and the market 
price. He also desired some explanation of the 
reason for sending the bills, in their own name, to 
the Government, when the contractor came to 
them to make the purchase in open market? 

Mr. CROWELL replied that the reason was 
given by Mr. Jordan, in his note published with 
the report of the case. 

Mr. HALL desired to be informed if there was 
any proof that the petitioners had told the con- 
tractor that they would not furnish the tea on-his 
account, but that they would look to the Govern- 


ment. 

Mr. CROWELL referred the gentleman to the 
printed-report, which contained all the evidence on 
the subject, and which was sufficient, in his opin- 
ion, to sustain the claim. Afterthe petitioners had 
„furnished the supplies, and the Government had 
receipted for, and appropriated them, they now 
turn round and say, we regard you as only stran- 
gers in this transaction; we can only recognize the 


| contractor’as the farnisher-of. the: tea, and. you 


must look to him. reer - 
Mr HALL said, he could not find evidence ‘in 
the. report; that the petitioners had. notified the 
contractor that they would not trust-him, but that 
they would look to the Government. 
, After some conversation,. 
Mr. CROWELL resumed, and continued his’ 


examination of the case—reiterating what he-had 


already urged as to the liability of the Govern- 
ment... He commented on the ‘note of Gideon 


Welles, of the clothing and provision bureau, | 


who was, doubtless; an excellent lawyer. Every 
one, at the head of a department in this city, was 
an excellent lawyer, and gentlemen were to be 
found in sufficient numbers on this floor, ready to 
endorse all their decisions. He had known plain 
decisions of courts of law disregarded by these 
officials, in order to gratify some private pique 
against & contractor. He referred to the case of 
the Comptroller of the Treasury, in which he 
made a decision overruling a decision of thé Vice 
President; and“when appeals are here made to 
our justice in behalf of some individual claimant, 
we are to be met with these pettifogging opinions 
from the departments. 

It was alleged, that Mason did not fulfill his con- 
tract for the supply of sugar; and that the Gov- 
ernment had been obliged to go into open market, 
to make up the deficiency; and that the amount 
claimed by these petitioners was to be kept back 
to make up the loss; and their damages, which 
can only be determined, as to their amount, by 
a jury, are setup as an offset to defeat this claim. 
Before any court or jury of the country, such a 
course of proceeding could not stand a moment. 
Unliquidated damages can never be set up as an 
offset to a liquidated demand. 

Such were briefly the facts of this case. He 
would not detain the committee to read all the 
correspondence published with the report. Let it 
pass for what it was worth. He would merely 
ask how, sitting here as a committee of the House, 
pledged to do justice between claimants, had there 
been set up any defence which ought to drive away 
the petitioners without redress? He could nat see 
that there was any. He was surprised to see 
gentlemen on the other side, usually so accurate 
in their judgment, opposing this claim. He hoped 
they would reverse their opinion, and permit the 
bill to pass. 

Mr. THOMAS said that he would never permit 
himself to be influenced by official opinion. If the 
petitioners were entitled to be paid, let them be 
paid. He only desired that the claim should be 
established as a just one. He then gave his view 
of the circumstances under which the tea was fur- 
nished. 

Mr. SWEETSER asked if there was any evi- 
dence that the petitioners were in coilusion with the 
contractor in furnishing the tea? 

Mr. THOMAS replied that there was no direct 
evidence of such collusion. He read overa portion 
of the correspondence, and stated what the infer- 
ences were, which they, in his opinion, warranted, 
and these were unfavorable to the passage of the 
bill. : 
Mr. STANTON said a word or two in correc- 
tion of these inferences. A 

Mr. THOMAS maintained that as there wasa de- 
ficiency of proof in the printed document, the onus 
of furnishing what was deficient, was upon them. 
Congress could only act on the testimony which 
was presented. ‘The petitioners wanted the con- 
tract, and as soon as they had furnished the tea, 


they send the bill in their own names for payments |} 


{On this point there was some conversation, in 
which Mr. SWEETSER and Mr. HALL took 
part.] i 

If the petitioners ask for things, let them show 
everything in relation to the subject. It seems to 


i be the opinion of gentlemen, that every officer of 


the Government knows everything relating toevery 
other department, and that the Government is 
bound to supply all the proof which claimants re- 
quire. As to the practice of contractors, he con- 
tended that. contractors could not inspect every 
contract themselves, but was compelled to trust to 
sub-contractors. But, the navy agent can only 
pay the contractor himself, Here Mason makes 
contract for tea, which the Government is bound to 
take, because it was supplied at the contract price; 
and, had they not taken it thus under the contract, 
they must have gone into the open market and paid 


Government. withheld, the money 
contractor was indebted. to.the Go i 
cause. it was bound to. withhold paymentin 
CASE.” : Homa :. ERO 
Mr. SWEETSER said ‘there was no Jaw u 
which:the Government adopted this rule; it was 
merely a’practice of the department. =. So : 
Mr. THOMAS then proceeded to: show, that 
the contractor was bound, in case of forfeiture of 
his contract, to pay whatever extra cost might be 


‘incurred by making up the deficiency in the sup- 


plies contracted for, by producing them in theo per 
market. . ‘ i 

Mr. CROWELL explained what he said., 

Mr. THOMAS then gave way, and f : 
Mr. CROWELL moved that the committee 
rise; which motion was agreed to. =. | a 
The committee then rose and reported its action 
upon the several bills, and its progress upon the . 

last which had been under consideration. ; 

Oa motion of Mr. JONES, it was resolved, that 
when the House adjourns,. it adjourn to.meet on 
Monday next. f ; : 

NICOLL AND,Co.: : 

Mr. NELSON moved that: the Committee -of 
the Whole be discharged from the further. consid» 
eration of this bill, in order thatit might be brought 
into the’House, and be put upon its third reading, 
and he said he would demand the previous ques- 
tion. aaa 

The SPEAKER said, the motion to discharge 
the committee, could only be entertained by unan- 
Imous consent. 

Objections were made. 

The SPEAKER stated that the first busities in 
order would be the bills which had been reported 
to the House from the Committee of the Whole, 
which now came up on the question of engross- 
ment. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

Mr. SCHENCK said that there were some fifteen 
or twenty communications on the Speaker’s table, 
from the executive departments. He desired that 
they might be taken ups and referred to the appro- 
priate committees, or be ordered to be printed... 

Objections were made. 

MOORE AND HASCALLS HARVESTING 
MACHINE. i 

This bill coming up iù its order, and the ques- 
tion being on ordering it to a third reading, . 

Mr. BINGHAM asked the previous question., 

Mr. JONES moved that the bill be laid'upon 
the table. : ae glk sind ed 

A motion was made that the. House adjourn... 

The question being taken, the House-refused-to 
adjourn. i prkna 

The question then recurred, and was taken,.on 
the motion that the bill be laid upon the table, and 
was decided in the negative. N 

So the bill was not laid upon the table. 

The question then recurred, and was taken,. on 
the demand for the previous question. There was 
asecond. The main question was ordered, and, 
being taken, the bill was ordered to a third reading 
at this time. : 

And having been read a third time by its title, 
and the question being, ‘Shall this bill pass??? 

Mr. BINGHAM called for the previous ques- 
tion. There was asecond. The main question 
was ordered, and, being taken, the. bill was 
passed. . s 
~ A motion was made that the House adjourn, 
but was withdrawn at the request of 

Mr. BINGHAM, who moved a reconsideration 
of the vote by which the said bill had been passed, 
and that that motion be laid upon. the table.. 

The question having been taken and decided in 
the affirmative, the motion to reconsider was laid 
upon the table. : 

THE SEDITION. LAW. 

The bill to refund the fine imposed on the late 
Dr. Thomas Cooper, deceased, under the sedition 
law, to his heirs, coming up on the question of its 
third reading, : : $ i 

Mr. CONGER moved to amend it, so as to 
strike out the provision for interest. 

Mr. JONES asked the yeas and nays on that 
motion; which was refused. . 

The question was then taken and decided in the 
negative. ; ~ ‘ 

: Bo the amendment was rejected. 
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“The question recurring on ordering the bill to a 
third reading, - : : 

“Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, moved. to | 
amend it by striking: out all after the enacting | 
clause, and inserting a substitute, providing that | 
the Secretary of the Treasury. shall pay to the | 
heirs of Dr. Thomas Cooper the sum of four hun- | 
dred dollars, with’ interest at the rate of six per 
cent. per annui, from the 1stof November, 1800, 
until paid. : ae ; 

The amendment having been read, 

Mr. SWEETSER said 
gretted to’ see amendments, one after another, of- 
fered to this bill) “It seemed to him that the coun- 
try was fully prepared to see its: Representatives 
in this national legislature make every individual, 
who had suffered undeér the grinding. operation of 
the alien and sedition laws— 


Mr. BUTLER interposed, and claimed the | 


floor, (which, however, had been awarded to Mr. 
Sweersek.) : 

Mr. SWEETSER, (continuing.) The object 
of these amendments is obvious. F have 

“Mr. BUTLER, (interposing.) Surely the gen- 
tleman does not, understand that the amendment 
which I have offered is but a repetition of the origi- 
nal bill, with the single alteration that the money 
shall be paid to the heirs instead of the executors! 

Mr. SWEETSER. I thought it proposed to 
strike out the interest ? 

Mr. BUTLER. Nothing of the kind. 

Mr. SWEETSER. Does your amendment 
ptopose to pay the sum of five hundred dollars, 
with the interest? “ 

Mr. BUTLER. Yes. 

Mr. SWEETSER. I was mistaken. I sup- 
posed’ the gentléman was in favor of defeating the 
bill in an indirect way. : 

Mr. BUTLER. I had no such object. 

Mr. SWEETSER. Then {have nothing more 
to say. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, remark- 
ing that there could, he thought, be no objection 
to the amendment, moved the previous question. 

There was a second, and the main question was 

ordered to be now taken, (which main question 
was first on the amendment, and then on ordering 
the bill to a third reading.) 
_ The amendment was agreed to. ‘The bill, as 
thus amended, was ordered to a third reading, (at 
this time,) and having been read a third time, was 
passed. 

On motion by Mr. VENABLE, the title of the 
bill was so altered as to conform to the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, moved that 
the vote by which the bill had been passed, be re- 
considered, and that that motion be laid upon the 
table. ‘ 

Several vorces: “You need not make the mo- 
tion” No one will ever disturb the bill.” 

Mr. THOMPSON. Who knows? Strange 
things sometimes happen. 

The question was then taken, and decided in the 
affirmative. 

So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the 
table. 


THE FRIGATE PHILADELPHIA. 


The bill for the relief of the captors of the frigate 
Philadelphia, coming up on the question of en- 
grossment, 

A motion was made that the House adjourn, 
which was agreed to. 

So the House adjourned until Monday, at 12 
o’clock. 


PETITIONS, &e. 


The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees: 

By Mr. DOTY: The petition of Frederick Langdon, A. 
©. Knight, and other citizens of Wisconsin, for a post-route 
from Columbus to Lake Puckawa. 

Also, the petition of E. 5. Buttrick, H. Sommers, and | 
others, citizens of Winnebago, fora mail-route fron: Osh- i 
kosh to Berlin, via Algoma, Seneca, and Waukan, 

Also, the pétition of J, B. Miller, Daniel P. Sherwood, 
and others, citizens of Wisconsin, tor a land office at De- 
korra. . 

Also, the petition of Simon D. Powers, Bostwick O°’Con- 
nor, and numerous citizens of Wisconsin, for a government 
road from Port Washington toDekorra. 

By Mr. ROCKWELL: Th petition of 120 students of 
Williams College, in Williamstown, Massachusetts, asking 
that the postage on letters may be reduced to the uniform 
rate of two cents, i 


s that he very much rë- | 


Also, the petition of W. A. Phillips, and 215 others, citi- 
zens of Massachusetts, for the same object. 

Also, the petition of Elizur Smith and 136 
of Lee, Massachusetts, for the same‘ object. ; 

Also, the pétition of A. S. Ranney abd 123 others, citizens 
of Boston, Massachusetts, for the same object.: ~. 

Also,- the petition of Theophilus Packhatd, jr., and 38 
others, citizens of Shelburne, Massachusetts, for a uniform 
rate of postage, not to exceed one cent on newspapers, and 
two cents on prepaid letters of half. an ounce, for all dis- 
tances 5. and for other. corresponding reforms. fh Aes 

Also, the petition.of. Daniel. B. Chapin and 46 others, citi- 
zens of Blandford; Massachusetts, for the same object. 

Also,:the petition of Otis Dresser and 44 others, citizens 
of Stockbridge, for the same object. 

Also, the petition of Nathaniel Tremain and. 103 others, 
citizens of Great Barrington, Massachusetts, for the same 
object. 

AO, the petition of Charles Sedgwick and 32 others, 
citizens of Lenox, Massachusetts, praying that provision 
may be made by Jaw to secure to alleged fugitives the right 
of trial by. jury. 

By Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky: The memorial of 
Isaac Sheen, president of the Aaronic Priesthood of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, afd 18 other 
members of said church, citizens of Kentucky, representing, 
that miaif-matter intended for the inhabitants of the Salt 
Lake valley, is suppressed at Kanesville, Pottawatamie 
county, by the Salt Lake Mormons, in defiance of the laws 
of the United States, and charging, those concerned, with 
tyranny, injustice, and treason ; praying for a redress of 
these grievances, and protesting against the admission of 
Deseret into the Union. 

By Mr. JACKSON, of New York: The petition of J. B. 
Williams, C. S. Spencer, and 23 others, citizens of Ithaca, 
Tompkins county, New York, on the subject. of cheap post- 
age on prepaid letters, for the transmission of newspapers 
by mail, free of postage, thirty miles from the place where 
printed, or within the Congressional districtin which they 
are published, and for the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also,.the petition of M. C. Riggs, J. S. Tichenor, and 24 
others. citizens of the same place, on the same subject. 

By Mr, BROWN, of indiana: The petition of Chapman 
& Spawn, and 13 others, citizens of Indianapolis, Indiana, 
praying a reduction of postage. 

By Mr. PHOENIX: A meniorial of the Chamber of Com- 
merce of New York, recommending the early attention of 
Congress to the claims for captures, by cruisers of the Re- 
public of France, prior to the year 1800. 

Also, petitions of citizens of New York and elsewhere, 
in favor of a reduction of the rates of postage. 

Also, a memorial of the Life-Saving Benevolent Asso- 
ciation of New York. 

By Mr. REED: The memorial of 106 officers and soldiers 
of the war of 1812, praying bounty land. 

Ry Mr. COLE: The petition of Joseph Colley and other 
citizens of Beloit, praying Congress to adopt some measures 
for the settlement of international difficulties by arbitration. 

Also, the petition of J, Warner and other citizens of Grant 
county, praying for the establishment of a mail-route from 
Dodgeville to Prairie du Chien, via Franklin, &e. 

By Mr. YOUNG: The petition of John L. Alison and 220 
others, citizens of Ilinois, asking the establishment of a 
mail-route in Mlinois, from Greenup, in Cumberland county, 
through Paradise, to Cochran’s Grove, in Coles county. 

By Mr. MASON: A petition from sundry citizens of Lex- 
ington, Kentucky, praying for the establishment of a mail- 
route from Maysville to Knapp’s, Kentucky. 

By Mr. SCHERMERHORN: The petition of 268 citizens 
of Monroe county, for the repeal of the act of 1845, extend- 
ing the patent for Woodworth’s planing machine. 

By Mr. FOWLER: The petition of Isabel Ingraham and 
56 others, citizens of Pawtucket, Massachusetts, praying for 
a reduction of postage on prepaid letters, to two cents. 

By Mr. MANN, of Pennsylvania: The petition of sundry 


others, citizens 


praying for the establishment of a post-route from Hopewell, 
Bedford county, via Broadtop, Beavertown, and Glasgow, 
to Mill Creek, Huntingdon county—about thirty-four miles. 

By Mr. RICHARDSON: The petition of a large and re- 
spectable portion of the citizens of Peoria city, IHinois, for 
cheap postage. 

By Mr. BINGHAM: The petition of D. H. Ketchum and 
others, citizens of Oakland county, Michigan, for cheap 
postage. 

By Mr. FULLER: The petition of Levi Berry, jr., of 
Sinyrna, and 26 others, praying Congress to establish a mail- 
route from Houston to Smyrna, in the county of Aroostook, 
and State of Maine. 

By Mr. FREEDLEY: The petition of Isaac Thomas and 
30 other citizens of Montgomery county, Pennsylvania, | 
asking for the establishment of an Agricultural burean.. H 
. By Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee : The petition of Swim- | 
field Anderson, Thomas J. Kyle, and sundry other citizens, 
of Hawkins county, Tennessee, praying the establishment | 
dfa mail-route from Rogersville, Tennessee, to Jonesville | 
Virginia. 

By Mr. SAWTELLE: The petition of L. Wiswall and | 
24 other citizens of Brooks, in the State of Maine, praying | 
Congress to pass a law establishing the rates of posiage on ! 
prepaid letters, attwo cents per balf ounce, f 

By Mr. PHELPS: The petition of Jobn Brown and 56 | 
other citizens of Sabine county, Missouri, praying the es- 
tablishment of a post-route from Arrow-Roek, via-Cam- i 
bridge, Petra, Miami, and Cow-Creek, to Marshall, and i 

i 


from Marshall to Arrow-Rock. j 

Also, the memorial of the Pacific Railroad Company, in- 
corporated by the Legislature of the State of Missouri, pray- | 
ing a dovation of a portion of the public land lying on the Í 
ronte of said road, in said State, to aid in the construction ot | 
atailroad from the city of St, Louis to the western line of | 
said State. i i 

Also, the petition Gideon Friary and 65 other citzens of | 
the county of St. Genevieve, Missouri, praying the es- || 
tablishment of a post-route from the city of St. Genevieve | 
to Farmington. i 

Also, the petition of William D, McCracken and 21 other | 
citizens of St. Francois county, Missouri, for the same ob- | 
ject. 


citizens of Bedford and Huntingdon counties, Pennsylvania, | 


i 


“By Mr. BOOTH: The petition of 87 citizens and electors 
of Saybrook. and vicinity, in the State of Connecticut, pray. 
ing that provision be made by law for the trial of fugitive 
slaves hy a jury, before they are delivered to their claim 
ants. k 

Also, the petition of the same, praying that nv. State be 
hereafter admitted into the Union, unless the constitution 
thereof. prohibit slavery therein. 

Also, the petition of the same, praying that slavery. aut 
the slave trade may-be prohibited in all the territories of the 
United States. 

Also, the petition of the same, praying for the repeal of all 
laws enacted by Congress, by which slavery and the slave- 
trade is authorized and sanctioned in the District of Colusn- 
bia, and, if such laws are not repealed, that the seat of the 
National Government may be removed to some more suit- 
able jocation. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, March 15, 1850. 

Mr. CHASE. [ beg leave to submit to the Sen- 
ate the memorial of a highly respectable citizen of 
Cincinnati, on a subject of great interest, for such 
action as may be thought appropriate. The me- 
morialist is Dr. J. H. Pulte, a gentleman of great 
x > = ren) 
intelligence, who has devoted much of his own at- 
tention to the subject to which he invites ours. He 
proposes the construction of a telegraph to.connect 
the old world with the new, and asks such action 
by Congress as may contribute to the realization 
of his project. The route proposed is across the 
continent to some point in California; thence along 
the coast to Behring’s straits; thence across those 
straits, and through northern Asia and Europe, to 
St. Petersburg, and to the western cities of Bu- 
rope. It is.a grand, though somewhat startling 
idea. The memorialist entertains a strong convic- 
tion that it is entirely practicable. He has held 
extensive communications on the subject, and has 
made himself acquainted with the geography of 
the country through which the telegraph is to pass, 


| and with the details properly belonging to such an 


enterprise. Among other distinguished men, he 
has consulted the celebrated Humboldt, and has 
his sanction, as I understand, to his general views. 

Without saying anything further, at this time, I 
will move that the memorial be’ referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and that it be printed. 
I believe the facts and views presented in the me- 
morial cannot fail to interest every Senator. 

The memorial was then referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 

Mr. BICKINSON presented resolutions of the 
Chamber of Commerce of the city of New York 
in relation to claims for French spoliations prior to 
1800; which were ordered to lie on the table, and 
be printed. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Utica, Oneida coun- 
ty, New York, asking that a reduction of postage 
be made on all prepaid letters to two cents on the 
half ounce; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

WOODWORTH’S PATENT. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented a memorial of cit- 
izens of Fowlersville, in the State of New York, 
remonstrating against the further extension of 
Woodworth’s patent planing machine, on the 
ground—-Ist. because the patent has already been 
twice extended. 2d. Because the owners of eaid pa- 
tent have already realized from it a very large sum 
beyond all expenses, and the patent has still seven 
years to run. 3d. Because the owners of said 
patent are grasping, oppressive, and unscrupulous 
and exercise their patent rights in the worst spirit 
of monopoly. 4th. Because the practice of extend- 
ing patents by special acts of Congress js fraught 
with many temptations to fraud, and tend strongly 
to bring the whole patent system into contempt 
with the people, to the great injury of inventors, 
and all persons interested in sustaining patent rights 
before juries; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Patents and the Patent Office. 

INDIA-RUBBER PATENTED FABRICS. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presented four 
several petitions, very numerously signed, by eiti- 
zens of the States of New York, New Jersey, and 
Rhode Island, engaged in the manufacture of fab- 
rics from India rubber, asking an amendment of 


i, the patent laws. The petitioners represent that 


the present law is defective in many respects, but 
especially in its provisions in regard to the reissue 
of patents, and in the want of suitable provisions 
to enable a party interested to institute a process 
by which the validity of patents may be tested and. 
setaside when improperly issued. These petitions 
were referred to the Committee on Patents and the 
Patent Office. 


1850. > 


Mr. DAVIS presented a memorial of 
of Franklin county, in the State of Massachusetts; | 
asking the adoption of measures. for the adjust- 
ment. of international difficulties” by arbitration; 
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. i pe Gioia eee el aie 

Mr. BORLAND: presented a memorial of offi- 
cers of volunteers who served in the late war with 
Mexico, asking to. be allowed additional’ bounty. 
lands; which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. °° © eat 

Mr, STURGEON ‘submitted additional docu- 
ments relating to the case of Chas. C. Mullin; which 
were referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. DODGE, of. Wisconsin, presented a me- 
morial of gitizens residing in the valley of the 
northwestern lakes,asking the adoption of means 
for-acquiring a free right to. the navigation of the 
St. Lawrence river; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Also, a petition of the citizens of Dane county, 


Wisconsin, asking a reduction of the rates of post- |! 


age; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

. HAMLIN presented a petition of citizens 
of Brooks county, in the State of Maine, asking a 
reduction of postage. Also, a petition of citizens 
of China, in. the State of Maine, to the same effect; 
which petitions were referred to the Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post Roads. 

Mr.. WALKER presented a petition of the 
sachem, counsellors, aud hedd men of the Stock- 
bridge tribe of Indiang, asking that all future pay- 
ments of annuities, or other moneys hereafter to 
be. made to those, Indians, under treaty stipula- 
tions, may be made to the sachem gnd counsellors 
of the nation, and not per capita. 

Mr. WALKER and Mr. DICKINSON briefly 
explained, and advocated the cause of these Indi- 
ans; and then the memorial was referred to the 
Committee on. Indian Affairs. 

`+; Mr. BUTLER presented a memorial of John E. 
Macdonald and. James C. W. Macdonald, asking 
indemnity, for French spoliations prior to 1800; 
which was referred to the select committee on the 
subject. ee 
. Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented a petition of 
citizens of the State of Iowa, asking a grant of land 
to aid in the construction of a railroad from Bur- 

` lington to Council Bluffs, in that State; which was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, a petition of citizens of the same State, ask- 
ing the establishment of a mail-route from the seat 
of justice in Boone county, to Wintesset; and a 
mail-route from Knoxville to Wintesset, in that 
State; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, a petition of citizens of the same State, 
asking a grant of land to aid in the construction 
of a railroad from Davenport to Council Bluffs; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. ; ; 

Also, a memorial of citizens of the States of 

Jowa and linois, asking an appropriation for the 
removal of obstructions to the navigation of the 
Upper Mississippi river; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 
_° Mr. CHASE presented a petition of citizens of 
Ripley, Ohio, remonstrating against the renewal of 
Woodworth’s patent planing machine; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. DAYTON presented a petition of members 
of the Legislature of New Jersey, in favor of a re- 
duction -of the rates of postage. 

Mr. BALDWIN presented a petition of John 
Boynton and John W. Boynton, remonstrating 
against the renewal of Woodworth’s patent planing 
machine. f : 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES, 


Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to which was referred the several me- 
morials of seamen who served in the Gulf and Pa- 
cific squadrons during the Mexican war, in favor 
of allowing them bounty lands, submitted a report 
on the same, which was ordered to be printed, 
accompanied by a bill granting a bounty in land 
to the seamen of the Gulf and Pacific squadrons 
equal to that already granted to soldiers and 
marines who served in the Mexican war; which 
was read and passed to a second reading. 

Mr. DICKINSON, from the Committee on 
Finance, to which was referred the memorial of 


citizens of Pennsylvania, asking an appropriation 


for’ tidh of a harbor on the Delaware, |) 


at. Reedy Island, asked to be dischargéd ‘from the 


further consideration of. the samé, and that it be: 


referred -to ‘the Committee on Commerce; which 
was concurred in. m E rae A 

Also, from the same committee, to which were 
referred House bills for the relief of E. Pavenstedt 
and Schumacher, and for the relief of Ferguson and 
Milhardo, reported back the same without amend- 
ment, and recommended their passage. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, to which was referred the 
memorial of George G. Goss, late chaplain of the 
Kentucky Infantry in Mexico, relative to a bury- 
ing ground in that city for citizens of the United 
States, asked to be discharged from the further 


| consideration of the same, and that it be referred 


to the Committee on Foreign Relations; which 
was concurred in. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred the bill to establish 
a port of entry and delivery at Little Rock, Ar- 
kansas, reported “A bill supplemental to the several 
acts of Congress, providing for the better security 
of the lives of passengers on board of vessels pro- 
pelled in whole or in part by steam, and for other 
purposes,” as a substitute; which, was read and 
passed to a second reading. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the resolution of the Senate as to the ex- 
pediency of providing by law for a salary for the 


| collector of. customs of the district of Middleton, 
i Connecticut, made an adverse report on the same; 


which was laid on the table and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which was referred the bill to regulate 
the fees and costs to be allowed clerks, marshals, 
and attorneys of the cirguit and district courts of 
the United States, and for other purposes, re- 
ported back the same without amendment. 

Mr. RUSK, from the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads, to which was referred the petition 
of Rufus Dwinell, submitted a report, which was 
ordered to be printed, accompanied by a bill for 
his relief; which was read and passed to a second 
reading. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the bill to provide for additional clerks in 
the Post Office Department, and a bill providing 
for the post office and mail service in California 
and Oregon, reported back the same without 
amendment. 

Mr. BRADBURY, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which was referred a petition of cer- 
tain citizens of New York, asking that the law 
inflicting death for crime may be repealed, re- 
ported, that legislation on the subject is inexpe- 
dient. 

RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, submitted the 
following resolution; which was considered by 
unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of granting to the 
widows and orphans of the officers, seamen, and marines, 
who were lost in the United States vessels the Grawpus 
and the Sea Gull, similar relief to that which has at different 
times been granted to the widows and orphans of the offi- 
cers, seamen, and marines, of the Epervier, Hornet, Sylph, 
and other vessels of the United States navy which have been 
lost at sea. 


Mr. JONES submitted the following resolution; 


which was considered by unanimous consent, and, | 


agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of constructing a 


military road from Dubugue, Iowa, via Forts Atkinson and | 


Snelling, to Fort Gaines, in Minnesota Territory. 
BILL INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 


Mr. JONES asked and obtained leave to intro- | 


duce a bill to amend an act approved the 3d of 
March, 1837, entitled «An act to amend an act 


entitled an act for laying off the towns of Fort | 


Madison and Burlington, in the county of Des 


| Moines, and the towns of Bellevue, Dubuque, į 


and Mineral Point, in the county of Iowa, Ter- 
ritory of Wisconsin, and for other purposes.”’ 
approved 2d of July, 1836; which was read a first 
and second time by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 
RAILROAD TO THE PACIFIC. 

Mr. WALKER. Mr. President, in pursuance 

of previous notice, Į now ask leave to introduce à 


bill, and in presenting it, I desire to offer a few” 


; wide for said railroad, and to make and report to the Becr 


short, I wl 
attention. => peice is 
A bill to provide: the: incipient ‘measures: necessary for 
construction ofa railroad from the Mississippi tiver ti 
Pacific ocean. ©. a es ; veh setae 
Sec.: 1. Be it enacted bythe Senate und Howse of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in Congyess. assem- 
bled, That with a view to tbe ultimate: construction of a: 
railroad from. some: suitable point on-the Mississippi ‘river. 
to some suitable coast on the Pacifie ocean, within the jus 
risdiction of the United States, there shall be detailed trom: 
the corps of topographical engineers a suficient. force, 
whose duty it shall be to proceed, as s00n as practicable, to 
select, survey, locate, and mark, on ‘the most proper and 
eligible ground, a route not mort. than three hundred -fe P 


tary of War a mip of such survey and location, together 
with an approximate estimate of the cost gt constructing 
such railroad. $ Á Tee ie 

Sec. 2. And be it further enaeted, That as soon us prac- 
ticable after said route shall have been surveyed and jovated, 
there shall be surveyed, as the other lands of the United 
States have been heretofore s:rveyed; three townships 
wide, on each side of said route, through the whole: extent 


| of the public tands along such route y which lands, so,to be 


surveyed, (except such as shall-be known to contain maies 
of the gross or precious metals, oF précious stones, and €x- . 
cept two sections. to be reserved. as near as may be to the 
centre of each township, for village and school purposes, 
and such other sites as may be necessary for forts, arsenals, 
dock-yards, navy-yards, or other public puirposes,) shall be 
granted and patented by the United States, free of cost, in. 
quantities not exceeding one hundred and sixty acres; to 
each person who shall settle upon, occupy, and. cullivate: 
the same for one year: Provided, That such oectipant’shall’ 
be the head of a family, or, if single, of the age ot twenty- 
one years or upward a citizen of the United States, or 
having declared his or her intention to become such, aceord~ 
ing to the naturalization jaws of the United States; and, 
moreover, shali not be the owner of other land in the United . 
States: And provided, further, That such grants shall: be 
made upon the express conditions subsequent (and which 
conditions shall be set forth.in each patent) that such 
grantee shall never alienate or convey the Jand sotọ him 
or her granted, to any other person or corporation who shalt 
own, or whotwoald thereby become the owner of, more than 
one hundred and sixty acres of land within the United, 
Sates, and if a married man, withont the consent of, his 
wife; and that the lad so granted shall never be subjected 
to forced sale, Jevy, or execution forde, by virtue of any 
execution or other process from a courto. law, or under 
any deeree of a court of equity. nats, 
See. 3. And be it further enucted, That the sum of ————~ 
dollars be, and the same is hereby, appropriated out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the 
purpose of carrying this act into execution. os 

li will be perceived that the first section provides 
for an examination, survey, and location of ‘a 
route for the road, and for an estimate of the 
probable cost of its construction. Since this sub- 
ject was first agitated, I have ever thought this 
was all Congress should do, in the first instance, 
as regards the construction of the road itself; but 
when this shall be done--when a practicable route 
shall be discovered and located, and the cost shall 
be ascertained to besuch as the Government will 
incur—there will be yet difficulties in the*way 
which will render ‘the enterprise, upon any ordi- 
nary plan, an anomaly in the enterprises of ‘na+ 
tions. To stretch forth a railroad for a distance 
of two thousand nies, through an unbroken wil- 
dernéss, inhabited by savages only, with no sup- 
plies distributed along the route, no resident guard 
for the works as constructed, and no ‘inhabitants 
to create a way travel and freight, as parts of the 
road shall be finished, seems to bean undertaking, 
if not chimerical, certainly novel, dangerous, and 
doubtful of success. Scarcely any one will doubt 
that, if all supplies are to be furnished and trans- 
ported from the settlements, a guard to be stationed 
at the public expense, laborers to be procured, 
and to reside, in the mean time, in the wilder- 
ness, among savages, subject to all the dangers 
and privations of such a life, the cost of construc- 
tion will be double what it would be if the road 
ran through an inhabited country. ee 

The difficulties can only be overcome by settling 
the country along the route of the road; Sö far 
as I am capable of judging, this settlement can only 
be effected for the purposes of the object had in 
view by the plan proposed by the second section 
of the bill. That-the country would be settled 
under these provisions almost as fast as the lands 
could be surveyed, I have little“ or no doubt. 
The inducements..to settlement would be. greater 
than éver were before offered. The. prospects of 
home—of. lasting, protected, permanent home, 
without cost, on this preat Appian way—would 
attract the. attention. ofthe hardy enterprise and 
adventure of this entire Republic. 

Supposing the distance to be two thousand 
miles, there would be opened to free settlement 
980,000 quarter sections of land. Supposing them 
to be occupied by families averaging four persons 
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each, and you:would have a population distributed 
along ‘the route of 1,152,000. Add to’ this one- 
quarter'as many more for. those settled in.the vil- 
lages. as: mechanics, traders, and ‘so forth, and 
others not permanently settled, but-inhabiting the 
country generally. as laborers, and you have a 
population of 1,440,000—nearly a million: anda 
half... This, sir, will secure the completion of the 
your road... Should ‘the Government. then-aban- 
‘don the enterprise, every mile of the road would 
‘be made by the enterprise of the. freemen. along’ 
its fines. For, every mile- of it there would -be 
a hundred and forty-four independent. proprie- 
ors, stimulated by all ihe prospects of gain and 
fortune. Supposing the cost to be $20,000 per 
mile, they: would ‘have to contribute but about 
$138 each to build it themselves, but little more 
than. two thirds of what the land of each would | 
cost, if he had to purchase it of the Government. 
Each mile would contribute its own labor, and 
manufacture its tools and implements, with every 
variety of wheel carriage used. Each mile would 
furnish its own supplies and provisions, animals 
of draught and burden, and its own guard and de- 
fenders.. And, besides, as each mile of the road 
was completed, it would be through a settled coun- 
try, which would contribute at once to a profitable 
way travel and freight; otherwise the road would | 
be comparatively unused, until completed the 
whole distance, and would then have to be sup- 
ported in a great degree by the through travel and | 
freight, which never yet would keep a railroad in | 
repair, if of any considerable length. 
But, above all, sir, my plan would lay the basis | 
of the happiest plan of settlement that the Gov- 
ernment can ever adopt for the country—one which 
would secure more and more lasting happiness and 
independence, than could be secured by any other 
that has ever been tried. It isa plan Jooking far | 
into the future, and to the interests and happiness | 
of generations that shall come. It is one which | 
the country can adopt only while the public do- 
main is yet in the Government. When that is 
gone, the opportunity to provide against large 
landed proprietorships will be gone also; and when 
redundant population comes, our country will | 
suffer all the miseries which have attended the | 
same causes in England, Ireland, and Europe. 
Many schemes or plans for the construction of 
this great work have been suggested; but all have 
seemed to look to vast individual speculations only. 
None of them have aimed at the accomplishment 
ofa general good to a great class—~and that class the | 


poor but enterprising—as well as the good of the |! 


Government, My plan has nothing of individual | 


7 i 
The advèrse report of the Committee on. Naval- 
Affairs, in the case of William H. Burns, was 
taken up and concurred<in. - i 
The adverse report of the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, in the case of Francis B. Stockton, was 
taken up; and, on motion by Mr. BERRIEN, laid 
upon the table. it ae ie Deen! ‘ 
The adverse report of the Committee on Claims, 
on the petition of William A. Duer, Was taken up 
and concurred in. fet, 

The adverse report of the Committee on Public 
Lands, on the memorial of the Legislature of 
Missouri, in relation to the preémption laws, was 
taken up and concurred in. 

The adverse report of the same.committee, on 
the petition of settlers on the mouth of the Onto- 
ganon river, in Michigan, was taken up and con- 
curred in. i 

The adverse report of the Committee on Public 
Lands, on the resolution of the Senate, asking 
whether an amendment to the act of July 11, 1849, 
so as to authorize the sale or assignment of land | 
warrants before théy are actually issued at the 
office, was taken up and concurred in. 

The adverse report of the Committee on Com- | 
merce, on the petition of David P. Barhydt, was 
taken up and coycurred in. 

"The adverse report of the Committee on Claims, 
on the petition of sundry citizens of Michigan, 
in favor of Hubert La Croix, was taken up and 
concurred in. 


COMPENSATION TO AN INJURED OFFICER. 
On motion by Mr, SHIELDS, the Senate pro- 


ceeded to the consideration, as in Committee of 
the Whole, of the report of the Committee on the 
District of Columbia in favor of giving to Owen 
Connolly his pay, from the time of his removal | 
from the police of the Capitol to the present time, in 
consideration of injuries sustained by him while in 
the discharge:of his public duties, and which have 
disabled him for life; and no amendment having | 
been offered, it was reported to the Senate, ordered | 
to be engrossed fora third reading, read a third || 
time, and passed. 

COMMISSARIAT DEPARTMENT. 


On motion by Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, the | 
Senate proceeded to the consideration of the bill to | 
increase the commissariat of the army. 

The bill having been read, 

Mr. DAVIS said: Į will state that this bill has 
been under consideration before, and that the ob- 
ject is to provide four commissaries from the line 
of the army, of the rank of captains, being exactly 


i 
i 
1 


fi 
{ 


speculation for the capitalist in it; bat while itli 


avoids this, it secures the end, and at the same time | 


secures incalculable blessings to a large, deserving, 
and meritorious class of our fellow-eitizens, with 
no sacrifice to the interests of the Government 
with a manifest promotion of them all. 

Iam as well aware as any other, that in public 
estimation, subjects introduced hére derive more 
of their importance from the name of the one in- 
troducing them, than from their intrinsic merit; 
and I am equally aware that mine is not yeta |! 
name to lend importance tq this measure. But Ilj 
have brought it forward with the hope that it may | 
receive the support of Senators whose names are 
always influential with the country, and give char- 
acter to public enterprises. 1f it shall be carried | 
ina Jaw, | will venture the humble prediction that | 
never was a measure received with more public | 
favor—never was one more unanimously popular— 


but jj 


Í 


|i rangement, I suppose, are generally understood 
ii and appreciated by the Senate. 


| in future, instead of detailing that number of of- 
| ficers, they shall be regularly appointed by the 
‘| commissariat. 


the number now employed in the commissariat 
by detail from thearmy. ‘The bill provides that 


The advantages of such an ar- 
io] 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. I would like to hear the 


army when the war is over? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Though the war |! 
is over, our posts have not been decreased; onthe il 
contrary, they are greatly extended. These posts 
are required in Texas, Oregon, and California. 
We require officers as commissaries of the highest |: 
ability, and we have not now a sufficient number |} 


| draw up and distribute at thesame time 
| defining and explaining the duties of s 


consequence of the excitement and interest on the 
subject. of the territories, F 
The motion was agreed to, 
_Mr. BRADBURY. -Already the three first 
days of the next week are assigned to the consid- 
eration of other subjects.: I merely make the sug- 
gestion, that Thursday next, at- a quarter before 
one o’clock, be assigned for the consideration of 
this resolution; but 1 will leave it to the honorable 
Senator. from Connecticut to make the motion. 
Mr. SMITH. I feel myself under obligations 
to the honorable Senator from Maine for calling 
attention to this subject. So far as the resolution 
itself is concerned, it is a matter of perfect indif- 


| ference to-me whether it is passed or not, but I 


desire to have an opportunity to make a reply to 
some remarks in the speech of my friend from 
Maine. f 3 

The motion to make the resolution the special 
order for Thursday next, was agreed to. 


THE SEVENTH CENSUS. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to the consideration of the special order, 
being the bill providing for the taking of the,sev- 
enth census. f 

The pending question was a motion to recom- 
mit the bill, with instructions to exclude from it 
everything except such portion as relates to the 
enumeration of inhabitants. 

Mr. BADGER. I made the pending motion 
for the purpose of ascertaining whether the Senate 
would pursue the practice of taking these numer- 
ous statistics. If the Senate are in favor of having 
them taken, they will go on and ascertain how the 


i Shall be taken; but if they are opposed to it, they 


will adopt my@mendment. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. The amend- 
ment contemplates the exclusion of everything 
except the enumeration of the inhabitants of the 
United States. If this is the sense of the Senate, 
they will make very short work of it. But, unless 
I misapprehend the views of this body, they intend 
to take statistics upon other matters besides the enu- 
meration of the population. I will not consume 
time, however, as I suppose every gentleman has 
his mind made up about the matter. 

Mr. TURNEY called for the yeas and nays 
on the motion to recommit,and they were ordered; 
and, being taken, were yeas 16, nays 29. 

The guestion then recurred on the amendment ` 
by Mr/ BorLann, toadd to the 20th section the 
following: 

“ Provided, That all the classifications, arrangements, 
compendiums, abstracts, tables, and other statements, in 
any form, of the returns of the census, and the printing for 
taking the saime, provided for in this act, prepared by, or 


| under the direction and supervision, of thé Secretary of the 
į Interior, shall be printed by the printers of the two flouses 


of Congress, under the same rules, and on the same terms, 
upon which other printing for Congress is now done, or may 
be done, by any act or joint resolution of Congress now in 
force. or which may b : in force at the time when said print- 
ing shall have to be done.”? 


The-section to which it is proposed to add this 
amendment, is in these words: 

“SEC. 20. And be it further enacted, That, as by law it is 
made the duty of the Secretary of the Interior to superin- 
tend the census, he is also hereby required to carry iato 
effect the provisions of this act, and especially ta that end 


| to provide blanks, and distribute the same among the mar- 
| Shals, so that the enumeration may commence on the first 


ay of June next, and be taken with reference to that day 
in each and every district, and sub-division of districts ; to 
» printed instructions, 
ach as collect the sta- 


of officers for these, and other additional duties. 


tistics, and the limits by which such duties are circum- 


| scribed, in a clear and intelligible manner ; to see, also, 


than will be the one I now submit, ` It.is buta 
general plan or system—one which will require 
much amendment in detail. I do not, therefore, 
submit it as a complete proposition. 

The bill was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN gave notice of his intention 
to ask leave to introduce a bill to extend the pro- 
visions of the laws granting pensions to widows of 
soldiers of the revolutionary army. : 

Mr. BORLAND gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill to be entitled ** An act 
to amend an act entitled an act to settle the titles 
of certain tracts of land in the State of Arkansas,” 
approved 3d of March, 1839. 


ADVERSE REPORTS. 
The. Senate. proceeded to the consideration of 
‘adverse reports lying on the table. 


third reading, and was subsequently read a third 
time and passed. 


REMOVALS FROM OFFICE. 
Mr. BRADBURY. | ask the unanimous con- 
| sent of the Senate to take u 
|i offered some days since, 


i office. It has been laid 


respecting removals from | 
over from time to time, in 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a |! 


pa resolution, which I || 


| that all due diligence is employed by the marshals and as- 
| Sistants, to make returns of their respective doings, com- 
| pleted, at the earliest possible day, before the said first day 
: of October next; and, further, as the returns are so made, 

to cause the same to be classified aud arranged in the best 
j and most convenient manner for nse, and ——- thousand 
copies thereof to be printed for distribution.” 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I wish some 
member of the committee would explain—frst, 
whether the blanks have not been already printed; 
and second, whether contracts have not been made 
j for the paper. If they have, it is a question 
; Whether we shall not lose time and money, and 
| injure the character of the work, by a change in 
| the arrangements. 
| Mr. BORLAND. -Theamendinent is one which 
; was offered by myself. It is not my present 
| intention to offer arguments in its support, but 
| merely to say a word by way of explanation. 

in the words of this amendment, it is required that 
the printing which has now to: be done, shall be 
done under the direction and supervision of the 


| 
| 
i 
| 


Secretary of the Interior. The other-printing is 
to be done under the supervision of. the Committee 
on Printing. The Senator. will recolléct that it 
may happen that. the Senate may not adopt these 
tables, which I understand the census board have 
prepared, (referring to tables which the.honorable 
Senator held in his hand,) but may adopt other 
tables, which have been prepared by the census 
committee. The Senate may.adopt the one or the 
other. I ask: the Senator, whether these tables 
have been prepared by the census board or the 
census committee? et 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts; -That I am 
unable to answer.. I do not. know who laid the 
tables on the desks of Senators; I cannot answer 
the question... |. 

Mr. DAWSON. | If the chairman of the Com- 
mittee. on Printing will ask the chairman of the 
committee on the census for a letter addressed to 
him by the secretary of the census board, possi- 
bly he may receive the information he desires. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I understand the 
distinct question put to me is, whether these 
tables, which the chairman of the Committee on 
Printing holds in his hand, are those adopted by 
the census board. I have here the tables adopted 
by the census. board, which I gave. to the Senate 
ona former occasion. “Whether these will com- 
pare with them or not, I cannot answer. 

-_Mr. BORLAND. A letter is handed to me by 
a friend on my left, [Mr. Davis, of Mississippi, | 
written by the secretary of the census board, 
which will, I suppose, answer the question 1 have 
put. 

The Secretary read the letter alluded to, as 
follows: 

OFFICE OF Censas BOARD, 
WASHINGTON, March 15, 1850. 

Dear Sır: T have the honor to send you a copy of the 
blanks prepared by the census board, far which allow me to 
solicit your critical examination. i 

With unfeigned regard, I have the honor to he, sir, your 
obedient servant, i JOS. C. G. KENNEDY, 

: . > Secretary Census Board. 
Col. Jarrerson Davis, Senate U. S. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I beg permis- 
sion to inquire whether these are the tables which 
‘have been laid upon the desks of Senators this 
‘morning? ` 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, I received a 
bundle of these papers with the letter this morn- 
“ing. ‘ 
Some discussion took place here in regard to |j 
the policy of adopting the plan of tables of the 
census committee, instead of the census board, in 
which Messrs. BORLAND and DAVIS, of Mis- 
sissippi, participated. 

Mr. BORLAND. As I said before, it is not 
my intention to press very earnestly the adoption 
of my amendment. I proposed it with a view 
of accomplishing pretty much what the Senator 
from Massachusetts seems now disposed to ac- 
complish, but which, at the time, I did not believe 
was provided for in the census bill; and I confess 
that Lam not yet altogether satisfied that it is so 

rovided. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. “I propose to 
amend the bill so that it shall be satisfactory. I 
propose to add the following’ag a proviso to the 
20th section: 

“Provided, however, That all the printing, except the 
blank tables, shall be executed under the provision of the 
existing law, and the census board shall have charge of the 
printing of the blanks.” 

Mr. BORLAND. Well, sir, I do not deem it 
necessary to say more in support of the amend- 
ment, but leave the Senate to vote upon it without 
further remark from me. 

While I am up, I would ask the chairman of the 
census committee, if he and the committee aban- 
don the tables which they themselves had pre- 
pared, and take in their place those prepared by 
the census board? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. No; I have |! 
made no proposition on that subject, but [shall 
have a proposition to make when that subject 
comes up. The subject has been passed upon by 
the committee, and when it comes properly before 
the Senate, I shall be prepared to make a propo- 
sition on it. 

Mr. BORLAND. It will be observed that the |! 
amendment, as the Senator read it just now, does 
not include this kind of printing; it includes all | 
the printing but these preliminary tables. 

Mr. DAWSON, Yes, that is it. 


i 


| this point: 
«Under thesame rules, and on the same terms, upon | 
which other printing ‘or Congres. is now done, or may be |; 


| 


censas bord. C 
r: BORLAND. But supposing the tables of 
the census board are not adopted. The Senator 
from Massachusetts tells us that the committee do ` 
not propose to take these ‘tables, but their own. 
Then, the tables prepared by the census board 
being thrown aside, atid those proposed by the 
committee adopted, they will be printed under a 
different rule from the rest of the printing, and not 
under this contract, 
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. My reason for 
keeping this printing in the hands of the census 
board is this—and 1 do. not think any confusion 


_Mr. DAVIS. It leaves these tables with the 


. can arise in one alternative or the other—the cen- 


sus board have purchased an amonnt of paper 
adapted to these tables, which is not easy to be ob- 
tained; and inasmuch as they have done this—in- 
asmuch, as will be seen from their Jetter, by and by, 


they have. caused tables to be stereotyped—lI | 


think it is advisable, whatever tables we may 
adopt, that they should go and finish the business. 
That is my view, and whatever tables may be 
adopted, would not change the propriety of com- 
miting the subject into the hands of the census 
oard. 

Mr. BORLAND. That explanation certainly | 
removes much of the difficulty; still it does not 
avoid a very considerable expense to be incurred, 
if the tables prepared by the census board should 
not be adopted. i 

Some further discussion took place on this 
point, between Messrs. BORLAND, DAVIS of | 
Massachusetts, and UNDERWOOD, in regard to | 
the delay in executing the public printing, and in 
regard to making provision for the printing of a | 
compendium of the next census; when the last- 
named gentleman offered the following proviso to 
the 20th section, viz: 

“Provided, ‘That contracts for materials and printing of said 
copies shall be given to the lowest bidder, after due adver- 
tisement, who shall execute bonds, with approved security, 
for the performance of the work..’’ 

I prefer this amendment, because it would bring 
the public printing into general competition, in- 
stead of leaving it to be compensated at any rate 
which Congress may hereafter apply to the Con- 
gressional printing. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said he preferred this 
amendment because it would bring the public 
printing into general competition, 

This proposition was discussed by Messrs. 
SMITH, DAWSON, BORLAND, and BAD- 
GER, when 

Mr. SHIELDS inquired whether the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Arkansas (Mr. Borianp] 
did not provide for the entire printing, the prepa- 
ratory as well as any other. 

Mr. BORLAND. No; I have stricken out that 
portion which refers'to the preparatory printing, 
as the Senator will find on an examination of the 
amendment, so that it relates now only to the 
printing of the census returns. 

Mr. SEWARD. -On hearing the amendment 
read, I thoughtit would require someexpress words | 


| of reservation in regard to the preparatory print- 
j in 


Mr..BORLAND. I think the Senator will find, 
on hearing me read the amendment as it is now 
modified, that it proposes to print only the returns, | 
I will read it before J make the remarks I propose 
to oifer: 

Provided, That all the classifications, arrangements, com- 
pendiums, abstracts, and other statements, in any form, of the ; 
returns of the census, provided for in this act, printed by or 
under the direction and supervision of the Secretary of the 
Interior? — 

** Under the direction and supervision’’—I beg 
the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. Bapcer] to | 
bear in mind—not of the printing committee, but | 
“ of the Secretary of the Interior’”’— 


amendment, as I propose it, 
supervision and directi : 
“direction,” but supervisio 
stand the meaning of those words, 
individual. to whom ‘this “duty | 
have the control of it as to the ner of i 
executed. So much for the supervision’ of t 
work. The amendment also declares, that 
work shall be executed by the «printers for 
two houses of Congress.” R PO $ 

Mr. BADGER, (in his seat.) There dre three 
of them. 3 ; Be ees 
| Mr. BORLAND. ‘Well, it. makes very little 

difference whether there is ‘one or a dozen of them 
|| The work is to be done by the printers for Con 
gress. They are individuais, certainly; and so far 
as the execution of the work is concerned, it seems 
to me that a subdivision of the labor into a núm- 
| ber of competent hands, would certainly secure 
its execution as rapidly and properly as. if all 
should be put into one hand. . 

Mr. BADGER, (in his seat.) But the amend. 
ment does not provide any person to subdivide it. 
i Mr. BORLAND. I will show to the Senator, 
| if he will allow me time, that he mistakes. He 
objects, then, that no persons.are specified. Isay 
that the persons are indicated by the express words 
of the amendment. | I say the painters for the two 
houses of Congress—not alluding to any particu 
lar individual now doing the printing; but it goes 
further, and refers to those who shall be stich 
printers at the time the work shall have to be done; 
so that there shall be no mistake—no ambiguity 
no confusion about it. Certainly there can be no 
want of explicitness in the amendment in this par- 
ticular, for it expressly provides that they shall do 
the work. 

Now, how shall they do the work? They shall 
do it‘¢under the same rules, and on the same 
‘terms, upon which other printing for Congress 
‘is now done, or may be done, by any act or joint 
‘resolution which may be in force at the time 
‘said printing shall have to be done.” We may 
change the whole system, and this provides that 
the census printing shall be done on such terms, 
and under such rules, as we may think proper to 
adopt in regard to the public printing, if we find 
the present not proper. Now what do rules and 
terms mean? The rules apply to the manner— 
that is, the quantity and character of the work— 
und the terms apply to the rates of payment. Now 
it is certainly very clear—it must be obvious ‘to 
every one—that the * rules and terms” upon which 
work is to be done, must include the price which 
is to be paid. Well, the price for printers? work 
is never specified in the aggregate, but a certain 
rule is agreed upon, which constitutes, term ?’-— 
certain modes of computation—by which the. char+ 
acter and extent of the work, and the. quality, is 
ascerlained by measure: this includes the ** rules.”’ 

Mr. BADGER. We have one rate for printing 
bills, another for reports, and another for docu- 
ments. Now which is taken under the amend- 
ment of the Serator? 

Mr. BORLAND. I answer the Senator, under 
the same rules and terms—th® is, the same modes 
of computation, and the same rates of payment, for 
a similar character of work. 

Mr. BADGER. But we have not the same 
character of work. 


! Mr. BORLAND. The Senator is mistaken ; 


|! and on that point I will read a part of the present 


printing contract, which will show that it does 
provide for certain printing, which inclodes this 
very character of work—not, it may be, in identi- 
cal words, yet expressing clearly the same thing, 
: and no other meaning can attach to iti = < y 
c Part C, of the fifth class.—Consisting of tabular. state- 


|! ments, of the orders ol the day, dista of yens aud nays, cir- 


| cular letters, aud all other printing ofa miscellaneous char 
acter, in the varvus sizes of royal octavo, quarto post,.or 


~ Shall be printed by the printers for the two houses of | 
Congress, under the same rules and on the same termg”— 


I beg, also, to call the attention of the Senator to | 


done, by any act or joint resolution which may be in force 
at the time when said priuting shall have to te done.” 


The Senator objected, as I understood him, that 


should be done. 
very highést respect for that Senator’s discrimina- 


there was no person provided by this amendment, |! 
under whose direction and supervision this work |; 
With great deference, and the 
i" 


tion, | must be permitted to say, that I think the į 


: folio cap, or any other size not otherwise specified. —Senate 
Doc. 68, p. 14, 21 session 30th Congress. 

Now, sir, [ think that.covers. the whole case. 
And if the Senator will take thë trouble to examine 
the subject he will find that. the rules and terms 
here provided, are directly applicable to. the kind 
; of printing now under consideration, and will con- 
: vemently and efficiently designate and provide for, 
not only its quality and quantity, but the price to 
be paid for it, in terms so clear and explicit, that 
there can be no mistake about it, 

Mr. SMITH. . Í ask the Senator whether, if 
this work is imposed on the present Congressional 


} 
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rinters, they will-not inevitably sustain a very 
Feary loss by it? : ae. 
Mr. BORLAND. I'think. the question of the 

. Senator hus as little application to the business be- 
‘fore us now,as any of which Lean. conceive. I 
cannot think that, for the purpose of settling a 
question of this sort, as to the properegislation of 
Congress, and the proper mode of doing the public 
work, we can. properly or pertinently inquire how 
much money may be made or lost-by the presént 
printers. f 

Mr. BADGER. I ask the Senator whether, if 
he is to sustain a heavy loss, the printer may- not 
refuse to do the work? The amendment makes 

#no provision for such a- case. 

Mr. BORLAND. I contend that it does con- 
tain a provision which fully meets that case, as I 
will show. The amendment. provides ia these 
words: “ Under the rules and on the same terms 
‘upon which other printing isnow done, or may be 
“done, by any act or joint resolution which may be 
“in force at the time when said printing shall have 
‘to be done.”? Now, does not that fully regulate 
the matter. 

Mr. BADGER. The Senator does not under- 
stand me. Suppose the present resolution for the 
Congressional printing continues in effect, and 
suppose those gentlemen who are contractors 
under it, understanding that it is not part of their 
duty, refuse to do this printing, what are we to do 
then? They are not bound to do it, and the 
amendment makes no provision for a case of the 
kind. . 

Mr. BORLAND. I must confess that I have 
not been able to meeta case of that sort. I am 
not able, and I suppose it is impossible, to meet 
every case which the Senator may suppose. He 
may suppose anything. He might with as much 
propriety, perhaps, suppose that the printer would 
throw the work into the fire after executing it. 
I do not see what application such a question can 
possibly have to the business before us. 

The debates which touched the subject of the 
public printing generally, the mode of its execu- 
tion, the rights of the present contractors under 
their contract, and the powers of the Committee 
on Printing under the act of 1846, was farther 
continued by Messrs. BORLAND, UNDER- 
‘WOOD, DAWSON, BENTON, and DAVIS of 
Massachusetts, when 

Mr. UNDERWOOD offered the following 
amendment, to provide for the printing of a com- 
pendium of the census: 

« That contracts for materials and printing of said copies 
shall be given to the lowest bidder, (after due udvertisement,) 


who shali execute bond with approved security for the per- 
formance of the work.” 


Mr. BORLAND said: I rise, sir, for the single 
purpose of correcting what appears to be a misap- 
prehension on the part of the Senator from Mis- 
souri, that the committee are either authorized or 
required to make contracts for the public printing. 
The Senator’s remarks, in this respect, are not 
applicable to the Committee on Printing. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Uyper- 
woon’s amendment to the amendment, and it was 
agreed to. id 

The question recurred on the adoption of the 
amendment as amended. 

Mr. BORLAND. Before the vote is taken 
upon that question, I wish simply to state, that I 
agree perfectly with the Senator from Georgia in 
regard to this subject of printing, and I think that 
there should be an entire change in the system. I 
made my motion, not because I particularly de- 
sired the printing to be contracted for now, but 
because, if it had to be done, I wished it done in 
the manner I proposed. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Allow me to suggest to 
the Senator from Arkansas that he had better allow 
the vote to be taken on the amendment, and then 
move to strike out that part of the section which 
refers thousand copies to be printed for dis- 
tribution. It will be necessary to get clear of 
that. Let the amendment be adopted, and then 
strike out all that fart that directs the printing. 


The question was then taken on the amendment | 


as amended; and it was rejected. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. ` As the amendment has | 


been rejected, I presume, asa mattër of course, that 


the words to which I have called the attention of | 


the Senator will be stricken out. 
Mr. WALKER, L wish to ask the chairmen 
of the committee what is meant by the second ar- 


| ! 


| it should be used, as it is suitable for the purpose, 


| any existing law regulating this subject. 
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ticle-of the proviso 
services?” &c. ; 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. Will the Sen- 
ator from “Wisconsin waive that until. this subject 
has been disposed of? [understand that the deci- 
sion of the Chair is, that the amendment proposed 
by my honorable friend from Arkansas is rejected. 

The VICE PRESIDENT: Itis rejected. - 

Mr. DAVIS. As it has-been rejected, T will 
offer the following amendment, to come in at the 
end of the section: i 

<< Provided, however, Thatall the printing, except the blank 
tables, shali be -executed under the provisions of existing 
laws, and the census board shall have ciarge of printing 
the said blanks.” 

Mr. DAWSON. Will it be in order to move 
to substitute a new bill in the place of that which 
is under consideration ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will not be 
in order to move a substitute, so long as gentle- 
men have amendments to move to this bill, with 
view to perfect it. i 

Mr. KING. I apprehend it will be in order, 
Mr. President, for the honorable gentleman to 
move to strike out all except the enacting clause, 
and to insert what he chooses to propose. When 
that is done, however, the original bill and the 
proposed amendment will be subject to amend- 
ment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair un- 
derstands that the regular course of proceeding is, 
that all amendments that may be offered, with a 
view to perfect the original bill, shall be received 
before the motion for a substitute is entertained. 

Mr. BUTLER. Does the Senator propose a 
substitute for the whole bill? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is of 
opinion that the substitute cannot now be re- 
ceived. 

Mr. KING. The substitute may certainly b 
moved, and then propositions may be made to 
amend either. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion of the 
honorable Senator from Massachusetts is now in 
order, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, Yes, sir; I will 
explain the amendment that I have proposed. The 
effect of it is to give to the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior the authority to procure all the printing ex- 
cept the blanks, and it gives it to him under the 
existing law. An honorable Senator on my right 
suggests that the law that has been read has been 
repealed. If so, I am not aware when it occurred; 
but this I know, that the departments now act 
upon the supposition that that law is in force. 
They advertise the printing to be let to the lowest 
bidder. The answer of the Secretary to the call 
that was made on him a few days ago by the Sen- 
ate, certified to us that he does that. He answers 
that he is in the practice of doing that, in conform- 
ity with the provisions of thelaw. Iam notaware 
that it has been repealed. The result then will 
be, that whatever printing the Secretary of the In- 
terior haa occasion to order, growing out of this 
exigency, he will be obliged to advertise and take 
the lowest bid, according to the provisions of the 
act. I will add simply, for the reason already | 
stated, inasmuch as the census board have pur- 
chased this paper—inasmuch as it is expected that | 


» “shall be an equivalent for the 


and that such paper is not at all times to be ob- 
tained—it seems to me that the board ought to be 
permitted to have charge of the priting. j 

Mr. CLAY. I will thank the Secretary to read | 
the proposed amendment. | 

The amendment having been read— 

Mr. CLAY. Now, sir, 1 move to amend that 
amendment. The amendment that is now pro- 
posed, provides that the printing shall be done ac- 
cording to the existing laws. What are the exist- 
ing laws on the subject? Can anybody tell me? 
l have understood, in reference to another of the 
departments—though perhaps | have been errone- 
ously informed—that they do not consider there is 
é i By the | 
introduction of some clause into one of the appro- ! 
priation bills, I believe ìt is supposed that the act | 
which did regulate it, was repealed. At all events, | 
the fact is, that they all do not observe it as law, || 
and one of the departments does not feel itself | 
bound to advertise the public printing. Well, then, | 


why refer to an existing law which we are not i 


census, shall be done according to the act which requires 
advertising.” ur. 4 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. The fifteenth 
section of the act of 1842. 

Mr. CLAY. Exactly. That will make it clear 
and explicit. f f 

Mr. DAVIS. I find, sir, on reference to the 
act, that it is the twenty-ninth chapter of. the act 
of May 18, 1842. 2 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 


from Massachusetts modify his proposition? 


Mr. DAVIS. Yes, sir; I have no objection. 
That will meet my views entirely. 

The amendment, as modified, was then read, as 
follows: i 

Provided, however, That all printing, except the biank 
tables, shall be executed according to the twenty-ninth sec- 
tion of the act approved the 18th of May 1842. 

Mr. SMITH. I understand that the amend- 
ment of the honorable Senator from Massachnu- 
setis provides for all printing relating to the cen- 
sus, i * 

Mr. DAVIS. All. 9 

Mr. SMITH. I conceive it is totally unneces- 
sary to make any provision on the subject during 
the present session of Congress. 

Mr. DAVIS. If the honorable Senator will 
move to strike out of the bill the words “and 
thousand copies thereof be printed for dis- 
tribution,” he will accomplish’ his object. This 
will: leave the compendiums to be provided for 
hereafter; and in order to accomplish what the 
Senator desires, I will include that in my motion. 

Mr. DAWSON. There is a portion of the 
amendment which is still omitted. It is that the 
‘blank tables are to be printed by the census 
board. 

Mr. DAVIS. The Secretary will add the fol- 
lowing words: 

‘ And the census board shall have charge of printing said 
blanks ” 

The question was then put, and the amendment 
was adopted, as follows: Strike out from the end 
of the section the words “ and thousand 
copies thereof to be printed for distribution,” and 
insert 

& Provided, however, Tha: all printing, except the blank 
tables, shall be executed according to the twenty ninth sec- 
tion of the act approved the 18th of May, 1842, and that 
the census board shall have charge of printing said blanks.” 

Mr. DAVIS. After this bill was drawn up, it 
was suggested that some additional force was re- 
quired in getting out the necessary papers, and in 
distributing them, for which the bill does not 
make any distinct provision. It only provides 
for a sufficient force when the returns shall have 
been made. I therefore move to amend the 
twenty-first section, by inserting the words “ in 
preparation for taking the statistics, aud also—’? 
| The amendment was agreed to, and other verbal 
| amendments, also, which the first amendment 
rendered necessary; and, as amended, the section 
stands thus: 

“See. 21, And be it further enacted, That, in order to give 
dispatch to business, the said secretary shall be authorized to 
contract for the necessary preparatory printing by ten days? 
| notice, instead of the time now required by taw; and, 
further, to employ, in preparation for taking the statistics, 
and also in classing and arranging for the press the returns, 
when made, so many additional « Jerks, and of such grade 
as may be necessary, allowing to each a fixed compensation, 
aceording to the grade and value of his services; butin no 
case exceeding the usual rate for similar services,” : 

Mr. D. also proposed to amend the twenty- 
second section, which was as follows: i 

“Sec. 22. And be it further enacted, That, for the purpose 
of carrying into effect this act, and defraying the preliminary 


| expenses, there is hereby appropriated, out of any money in 


the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 150,000,” by add- 


; ing the following: ‘out of which the said Secretary of the 
į Interior may allow to the person employed as the secretary 


of the census board a compensation at the rate of $3,000 per 
annum, during the period he has been in their employ.” 

The law of the last session authorized the em- 
ployment of a secretary, and reserved to Congress 
the power of fixing the compensation, and this 
amount the census board recommend to be paid to 
their secretary. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


On the motion of Mr. DAVIS the first section 


: also was amended so as to omit from the census 


“the statistics of other productive industry where 
‘the annual product of the establishment is not 


| ‘equal to $500.” In the bill, as originally drawn, 


the sum was $600. 


sure of? l propose thisamendment: , 
“That all printing necessary to be done in reference to the il 


Mr. DAWSON. 


I suppose it. will now be in 
order 


to propose a substitute for the bill. 1 will 
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therefore move to strike out all after the enacting 
clause, and insert what I send- to` the Chair; and I 
will-ask that the subject be postponed ustil some 
day that may be designated -by. the. chairman of 
the committee, and in the mean time that the sub- 
stitute which I have offered be.printed. < 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts: I hope. the 
honorable Senator. will-assign:some reason. for the 
course which he proposes to take. 000° o0 J 

-Mr. DAWSON . explained that: it’ was. a bill 
which met.the approbation of the census board, 
and which’ had. been prepared by the secretary of 
_ the board. Send n AET fo Mey f 

The paternity ôf the substitute of Mr. Dawson 
was discussed at some length by Messrs. DAW- 
SON, DAVIS. of. Massachusetts, and BUTLER. 

The question was then. put on the printing of 
the substitute ‘to the bill submitted by Mr. Daw- 
son, which was ordered. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I am not sat- 
isfied that the subject should go out on the remarks 
of the Senator from Georgias [Mr. Dawson.}] He 
read the report of the census board to prove, as I 
understood him, that the tables printed by the 
board were made up and prepared on the Ist day 
of December, The honorable Senator from Ken- 
tucky has already answered that, by saying. that 
this very table which they send here contains much 
of the work of the committee, and therefore it is 
impossible, as the committee was not appointed 
until long after the 1st of December, that the tables 
could have been made up and completed at that 
time. Now, sir, the Senator from Kentucky can, 
or I think I can, put our fingers on portions of 
the tables that lie before me, that were among the 
last work done by the committee in their room, and 
that would seem to prove that, up to the time when 
the committee made their report, they had no rea- 
son to believe that any tables had been made up 
by the census board. There were none made up 
and completed, and I never supposed the board 
wished to be so understood. This table contains 
evidence and proofs of the fact on the face of it. 
Now, t wish that to go out with the statement of 
the Senator from Georgia, and E wish also that it 
may be understood that the tables which were laid 
before the committee by the secretary of the cen- 
sus board, are disclaimed by the census board. 
As I stated on a former occasion, they say that 
these tables are not their tables. If proof of that 
is wanted, I can put my finger on a table that has 
‘undergone an entire change. I did not intend to 
-be forced into debate on this subject till we reached 
the appropriate point, but the motion to strike out 
has led to it from necessity. 

The further consideration of the subject was 
postponed till Tuesday next. 

And then the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mowpay, March 18, 1850. 


The Journal of Friday was read and approved. 

Mr. THOMAS moved that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, called for 
the regular.order of the day. 

{The regular order of the day. was the call of 
the States for resolutions.] 

CALIFORNIA. 

Mr. BOYD rose for the purpose, he said, of 
appealing to the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
Tuomas] to withdraw his motion, to enable him 
(Mr. B.) to present the California papers to which 

_he had a few days ago called the attention of the 
House. : 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Tennessee withdraw his motion ? 

Mr. BOYD argently appealed to the gentleman 
to do so. : 

Mr. THOMAS withdrew his motion. 

Mr. KAUFMAN said, that if the House pro- 
ceeded to the regular order of business, (which 
was the call of the States for resolutions,) the 
gentleman’s State would be called in a short time, 
and he might then present the papers. 

Mr. BOYD said, that the probability was, that 
the Honse would go into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. If the House should 
do so, the resolutions could not be presented. If, 
on the other hand, the House should go to the re- 
gular order of business, which was the call of the 
States for resolutions, there was achance that his | 


-and: the. constitution of California. 


State: might not.be. reached; and:thus all-oppc 
nity of presenting the papers. would: be:.cut.off. 
He hoped -no objection: would. be made... The 
papers. consisted, as he had stated the other day, 
of the. memorial of the delegates, together with 
the. credentials of. the members elect-to this House, 
His. object 
was that the- papers should be received, laid on 
the table, and. ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER. If there is no objection, the 
papers, by general consent, will be received, laid 
upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 

The papers were sent to the Clerk’s table as 
received, 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, at the same time 
rising. and objecting. 

Mr. BOYD submitted that the objection came 
too late; and asked for the decision of the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER gave his opinion, that the pa- 
pers had been received, laid upon the table, and 
ordered to be printed, by unanimous consent. 

Some conversation followed between Mr. BOYD 
and the SPEAKER, which, however, did not lead 
to any action. £ 

So the papers were presented, laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. THOMAS renewed his motion that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

THE NEW YORK. RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. PRESTON KING made an’ ineffectual 
effort to obtain the withdrawal of the motion of 
the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Tuiomas,] for 
the purpose of enabling him (Mr. K.) to have the 
concurrent resolutions of the Legislature of the 
State of New York, on the subject of slavery, 
heretofore presented by him, ordered to be printed. 

These resolutions had been laid over for debate, 
and Mr. Kine expressed himself willing to move 
the previous question. 

Mr. THOMAS did not withdraw the motion. 


CALIFORNIA 
The question then recurred on the motion of 
Mr. Tuomas, that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union; 
and being taken, the affirmative vote stood, ayes 


Mr. GOTT called for tellers, who were ap- 
pointed, (Messrs. W aLLace, of South Carolina, 
and Gort, of New York.) 

The vote was again taken and declared to be, 
ayes 86, noes 57. ` 

Mr. PUTNAM asked the yeas and nays; which 
were refused, 

So the motion having been decided in the affirm- 
ative, the House resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Boyp 
in the chair. Š 

The CHAIRMAN announced the business be- 
fore the committee to be the special message of the 
President of the United States transmitting the 
constitution of California, and of the bill, hereto- 
fore reported by Mr. Dory, providing for the ad- 
mission of the State of California into the Union. 

Mr. WILLIAMS was entitled to the floor, and 
took it. 


THE DEFICIENCY BILL. 


Mr. WILLIAMS yielded the floor, for the mo- 
ment, to 

Mr. BAYLY, who gave notice that he would 
to-morrow move that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
for the purpose of considering the bill heretofore | 
reported by him from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, entitled, “ A’bill to supply deficien- 
cies in the appropriations for the service of the fis- 
cal year, ending the 30th June, 1850.” 

` CALIFORNIA. 

Mr. WILLIAMS then resumed the floor, and | 
addressed the committee, in remarks which will í 
be published in the Appendix. 

[The committee rose informally, and the Speaker | 
resumed the chair, for the purpose of receiving a | 
message from the Senate, by A. Dickens, Esq., | 
Secretary, informing: the House that the Senate | 
had passed a bill to increase the commissariat | 
department of the army of the United States.] | 

Mr. CASEY addressed the committee upon the l 
questions of the admission of California as a; 
State, and of the policy of the Government in re- į 
gard to the territories. He advocated the admis- | 
sion of California, with her present constitution, 


‘| that war. 


i| ‘to continue.unreboked ? 


exclude 
Slates, 


stitutions. al A 
Mr. GIDDINGS next obtained the floor...” 
He said, before entering upon the subject under 

consideration, he would occupy a few moments.in 

reply to the gentleman from Massachusetts, {Mr 

Wasrmror.] That. gentleman had assailed him 

personally, in his speech, and left the city the next 

morning. After two weeks’ absence, he returned, 
and Mr. G. had been striving for the floor since 

that period.” i f 

_ He need not remind the House, that at the open- 

ing of the present session, he, in- common with 

other gentlemen from the free States, Had regarded 
the gentleman from. Massachusetts, [Mr. Wix- 

THROP,] as not entitled to his support for the office 

of Speaker. He had, on the 27th December, felt 

constrained to state his own reasons. for such’ re- 
fusal. The gentleman took two months to elabor- 
ate a reply, and had lately stood forth before’ the 
nation in the character of accuser and denunciator 
of those who had felt unwilling to bestow their 
suffrages upon him, to preside in this Hall. “The 
position was certainly novel, and he thought rather 
an unenviable one, Two. months’ consideration 
seemed to have led him to the conclusion that it 
would be unsafe to deny any allegation advanced 
against him. He had failed to point out a single 
error, or to take issue on a single point, objected 
toby him. By his refusal to answer, he had, in the 
language of the law, admitted the objections made 
by Mr. G. and others, who opposed his election, 
He did not deny that in the last Congress he so 
arranged the Committees on the District of Co- 
lumbia and the Judiciary, as to suppress the right 

of petition and to protect the. slave-trade in .the . 

District of Columbia and upon our southern coast. 

Involved in this violation of the Constitution, and 

thus responsible for the crimes attendant upon 

this slave-trade, he stands forth before the House 
and the country, insisting that friends of freedom, 
lovers of humanity in this body, ought to have sus- 
tained him for Speaker. He not only admits his 
want of devotion to the Wilmot proviso but at- 
tempted to justify his opposition, and said distinctly, 
that had it been necessary. to defeat the resolution 
of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr.:- Root] on that 
subject, he would have voted against it. “He has 
thus vindicated those who. voted against him more 
perfectly than they could. have done it themselves. 

Leaving the transactions of the present Congress, 

however, he had gone back and arraigaed Mr. G. 

for refusing to vote for him two years since. Mr. 

G. recognized no right in that gentleman to control 

his vote or to claim his support. “To his own 

master each must stand or fall, As stated ona 
former occasion, he (Mr. G. had published a vin- 
dication of his vote in 1848. He had then stated 
to the public, that the gentleman (Mr. Winruror] 
had, on the morning of the passage of the bill de- 
claring war against Mexico, in a meeting of Whigs, 
urged them to vote for the war; that he had also 
urged his colleagues in the hall, during the pen- 
dency of the bill, to vote for it; and to crown all, 
he had placed his own vote on record in favor of 

As stated in his remarks, on a former 

day, it was that gentleman’s support of the war, 

which constituted the gist of his objections; hat 
he lent his influence for it. ln asubsequent part of 

that address he had said: : 4 
“The Speaker forms the entire character of the 

‘committees. He moulds them as: he pleases. 

‘They speak his views... Their-acts will declare to 

‘ the world the principles which guided their formation. 

t Will those committees, constituted by a son-of 

‘ New England, report in. favor of granting men 

‘and money to continue the work of rapine and 

‘slaughter in Mexico? Will they stifle the voice 

‘ of humanity, and suffer the slave-trade in this city 

Shall the voice of philen- 

t throphy, as iPcomes from old Massachusetts, in the 

s form of petitions, be entombed by a committee, formed, 

“constituted and arranged for that purpose? I 

t believed that such would be the case if Mr. Winthrop 


| tapere elected, and I therefore voted against him. . 1f 


t 


€ 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


March 18, 


*Thave misjudged the history of the present -ses- 
taion of Congress, I will make my error so palpa- 
t bly manifest thatthe people will fully understand 
Cit On the other hand, if [have jadged correct- 
*ly—if i have founded my action upon the prin- 
“ciples of unerring truth—my vindication. is in 
“no degree doubtful.” / page 

What'was then prophecy; had now. become his- 
tory. Did he not foretell the gentleman’s. course 
with as much accuraéy as. his biographer will 
hereafter record it? Was not the slave-trade pro- 
tected ?—the. voice of northern philanthropy en- 
tambed?—the work.of rapine and slaughter in 
Mexico harried on ? . Did he not know the man ?— 
did he not comprehend every trait of his political 
character? It was due to himself, before he went 
further, to quote a paragraph, showing the feelings 
of kindness which he then and still entertained for 
Mr. W. He read as follows: . 

“ E would not be understood as saying anything 
* derogatory to Mr. Winturop’s personal charac- 
‘ter, To me, and so far as I know, to all others, 
‘he has. shown himself kind and courteous. My 
€ objections were solely to his political views and official 
‘acts. Nor would I have spoken of them, if duty to 
* myself had not compelled me to it.” 

What he had then said, he now repeated: Ifhe 
knew his own heart, he felt no personal unkind- 
ness. The feelings which the gentleman had 


manifested toward him, excited his pity, but not | 


his hatred—and he would not have referred to this 
matter, did he not owe that duty to himself and 
his friends. 

But more fully to show that the gist of Mr. G.’s 
objections was the gentleman’s support of the war, 
and not as he now insists, that he was “ accessory 


before the fact,” Mr. G. again quoted as follows: |; 
** Would I not, by supporting him, have approved | 


* his course on the subject of the war? Would I 
“not, by voting for him, tacitly have said to the 
t world, that his policy was right, and his course 
* meritorious ? {may be in error, but I feel that 
t I should have lent my sanction to a continuance 
tof this war, by voting for him, while- L was con- 
‘scious that his official influence would be lent 
* in favor of continuing the work of bloodshed in 
“Mexico. That I could not do. The blood of those 
*who shall hereafter perish in this unholy crusade 
“against the rights of mun, shall never stain my gar- 
$ menis’ No part of the moral guilt of this war shall 
* rest upon my constituents, by any act of their present 
* Representative.” 

The remarks which he (Mr. G.) made in rela- 
tion to the war, had application only to those who, 
like the gentleman from Massachusetts and him- 
self, regarded it piratical and murderous. They 
did not apply to those who deemed it just and 
necessary. They could consistently vote for, and 
support it—indeed, believing it just and righteous, 
they were bound to do so. 

ln answer to this address, the editor of the Bos: 
ton Atlas, the friend of the gentleman, (Mr. W.,] 
professing to speak for him, and by his authority, 
and to whom the letters appended to the gentle- 
man’s speech were addressed, denied — 

Ist. That there wgs any such meeting ever held, 
or that the gentleman made such remarks any- 
where. 

2d. The editor, speaking of his urging his col- 


leagues to vote for the war, said, ‘ We deny the | 


* charge. Mr, Winrirrop denies the charge. His 
“COLLEAGUES, EVERY MAN OF THEM, DENY THE 
‘cuarce. Mr. Winrnrop never did anything of 
t the kind,” f 

To these denials Mr. G. had presented to the 
public certain letters corroborating his statement, 
and there this matter rested until the present ses- 
‘sion, until the gentleman in his speech, lately de- 
divercd, again assailed him. He did not, however, 
take issue upon the prominent point set forth in 
the printed address. He again admits, by his 
silence, the arrangement of the committees as then 
predicted, so as to protect the slave-trade, to con- 
tinue the war, and to suppress the right of peti- 
tion. After his election he verified all that had 
been said in that respect. He so arranged the 


committees as to continue the army in Mexico,and |! 


‘prosecute the work of human butchery then going 
forward. Thus he became accessogy after the fact, 
as well as guilty of the fact itself. Nor did he 


deny that a Whig meeting was held, nor was he `i 


willing to base his charge of misrepresentation 
upon the place in which his opinions were uttered. 


now insisted that Mr. G. knew his objections | 


to his vote in favor of the war would not satisfy 
the public, for the reason that Messrs. Vinton and 
Corwiny and other gentlemen, voted for the bill, 
as wellas himself ; -but he must. have known that 
such fact would not excuse him. -Hé must answer 
for his own acts, and other gentlemen for theirs, 
Neither of those gentlemen asked for Mr: G.’s 
vote to the office of Speaker during the war. Had 
they have done só, and he believed ‘they would 
exert théir official power te continue the devasta- 
tion of Mexico, he certainly would not have voted 
for them. The extracts which he proposed to 
read would show that the gist of Mr. G.’s ob- 
jection was Mr. W.’s support of the war. His 
vote constituted the most conclusive proof of such 
support; but he attempted to escape from this 
point, and to draw off public attention to another, 
by saying that Mr. G. knew his vote was insuffi- 
|| cient to justify the opposition to his election, and 
li that Mr. G. therefore attempted to prove him 
ii “accessory before the fact,” and of having “made an 
appeal to the Whigs to vote for the bill.” This, then, 
| is the burden of his complaint. He denies that 
ihe was accessory before the fact, and that he 
“ appealed to Whigs to vote for the bill.” 

Every man understands that an accessory is one 
who advices, counsels, aids, or commands the 
! commission of any crime or act. The gentleman 
| denies that he advised or counselled others to vote 
for the bill before its passage, and was not there- 
fore accessory to its passage. It therefore became 
Mr. G.’s duty to show to the House, and to the 
i country, that he did counsel and advise other 
| Whigs to vote for the. bill—that he was accessory 

before the fact. For this purpose, he would read 
the statement of the Hon. Columbus Delano to 
this point: 


i 


i 
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February 2d, 1848. 


Sin: Iwas at the meeting of a partof the Whig mem- 
| bers of Congress ou the morning-of the day that the H@use 
i passed the bill which has brought the country into its pres- 
į ent calamitous position. I tried at the meeting to induce 
| the Whigs to take stand against a declaration of war, and 
| to vote for recalling the army to the Nucees. I cannot say 
i 


{ 


that I saw Mr. Winrnrop at the meeting. I have an im- 
pression that he was there ; but I am too uncertain to justify 
me in saying that he was present. Just before the bill above 
alluded to was put upon its passage, I saw Mr. Winturop go 
to the seuts of several of the Massachusetts members. Mr. Hup- 
SON sut iy me, and Mr. Marsu of Vermont before us. Mr. 
Winrirop stopped in the aisle opposite our seat, and a 
conversation ensued, in which Mr. W. urged the necessity of 
voting for the bill. I did not participate in the conversation, 
because T felt that my opinion could not, and ought not, to 
have influence with either of the distinguished gentlemen who 
were holding the conversation. I very well remember, how- 
| ever, that Mr. W. used arguments in favor of voting for 
|| the bill, and T am quite certain he alluded to the fute of those 
i} who opposed the war of 1812, as a reason for his then opinions. 
| E have here given the substance of all that I can remember 
in regard to your inquiries, 
Lam, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. DELANO, 


plunging two nations into a war, in which it is 
supposed that eighty thousand human lives were 
sacrificed, appeared to Mr. G. very extraordinary. 
{t was a most painful reflection, that any man 


human beings to suffering and death, in order to 
maintain a political party. It was this reason 
which struck Mr. G. at the time with the most 
profound astonishment; but he had omitted to 
mention it in the address alluded to, thinking that 
| others might have forgotten it, or might be un- 
| willing to state it. 

Mr. G. declared, that he would have gladly been 
spared the unpleasant task of calling public atten- 


| 


| 
i 
i 


permit him to remain silent. Mr. G. said he would 
read the letter of the Hon. A. R. Mclivaine: 


WASHINGTON, February 10, 1848. 
Dear Sir: In reply to your note of this instant, in which 
you desire me to state whether there was a meeting of the 
Whig members of the House of Representatives held on the 
llth of May, 1846, for the purpose of consulting upon the 
course to be pursued by them in relation to the war measure 
| which it was understood would be brought before the House 
; On that dcy—whether I was at such meeting, and whether 
Mr. WINTHROP was present and addressed it, and whether 


i 
i 
i 
i 


i 
|| vote for it—[ have to say, there was such a meeting in the 
Capitol, on that morning. I was at it, and my linpression 
| is, that Mr. Winrrrop was there. I cannot say whether 
he spoke or not; several gentiemen I know did, for aud 

against the proposed men and means; but no general action 
was agreed upon, and so we went into the House. J sat be- 
side Mr. ABBOTT, and while the bill was pending, Mr. WIN- 
THROP came to him, and held a conversation with him at his 
seat. He then went to Mr. GRINNELL, who sat near me, and 
conversed with him. Mr. ABBOTT did not vote when his name 
was first calied, but afterward voted for the dill. He was 
much embarrassed by his pesition, and on the same day guve 


The reasons assigned by the gentleman for thus | 


should be willing to consign such a multitude of | 


tion to it; but the gentleman [Mr. W.] would not | 


| he visited his colleagues pending the bill, and urged them to Í 


me distinctly to understand, that he had heen influenced by his 
colleague, Mr. WINTHROP. He afterward spoke of it, on 
subsequent occasions, during the session. 

Very regpectfuily, yours, &e., A. R: McILVAINE. 

Hon. J. R. Gippines. 

Thus it would be seen, that the gentleman [Mr. 
Winturop] had not only urged his colleagues to 
vote for the bill, but, he regretted to say, had actual- 
ly prevailed on one of them, a professor of religion, 
to barter his soul in all the moral guilt attendant 
upon it. Mr. G. next read an extract of a letter 
from the Hon. Luther Severance, addressed to Mr. 
G., saying, ‘ you are unquestionably correct. in 
‘saying that Mr. Winrurop advised his Whig 
“friends to vote for the bill. Not obtrusively that 
$ I know of—that is not his manner—but his sen- 
t timents were well known—as well, perhaps, as those 
‘of any other Whig member, before the question was 
‘taken. If Iam not mistaken, I heard you speak of 
‘him, and some other members—as likely to vote in a 
‘way which you disapproved; but among so much 
‘conversation, I cannot be positive of what any 
‘ particular individual-said.”” f 

This gentleman might well say that ¢ the pine 
‘ions of the member from Massachusetts [Mr. 
‘Winrurop] were well known;” and that he 
“ heard Mr. G. speak of his action at that time.” 
To every gentleman with whom Mr. G. conversed, 
he had expressed his feelings in terms which could 
not be mistaken. He had heard his opinions up 
stairs at the meeting; he saw him there engaged in 
trying to pursuade his colleagues to involve them- 
selves in a measure destined to deluge Mexico 
with blood, and incur a degree of moral guilt 
which no time could blot out; and memory should 
perform its office. Mr. G. could never forget 
these facts. But he would read an extract from 
the letter of the Hon. E. D. Culver, addressed to 
Mr. G., as follows: 

“Tn reply to your noteof the 14th, which came to hand 
|} last evening, I would state, that I was‘at the Whig caucus in 
-the northeast corner of the Capitol, on the morning of the 
llth of May, 1846. The subject of our deliberations was 
the anticipated war bill, I think Mr. Winrurop, Mr. ViN- 
| ron, Mr. Hunt, yourself and others, were present and 
| spoke. The precise sentiments advanced by Mr. Win- 
THROP, I cannot call to mind, but the purport—the general 
| scope of his remarks—was, that we (the Whigs) must not op- 
pose the measure—that policy would require us to support 
it. Ido not recollect his allusion to the Federalists, and 
i he war of 1812. [think Mr. Viwron took a similar view. 
| Yours was quite thereverse. After we entered the hall, and 
while the ayes and noes were being called, I think some of the 
Massachusetts delegation remarked to me, that Mr. Winthrop 
| was going for the bill, and was endeavoring to persuade others 
of the detegation to do the same. You and I had a conversa- 
hon at your seat, arguing that nothing in caucus hud trans- 
pired to change our determination to oppose the bill—that we 
were resolved to do so, if wè voted alone, In the caucus, I ` 
think, the gencral sentiment wag, that if the bill could be 
so presented as to allow us to vote for the sitpplies and 
| succor then necessary for our army, a large majority were 
disposed to do so; but as tothe war, the caucus decided 
upon no definite plan of action.” 

The events of thatday were too fresh in hisown 
recollection to permit him to forget any of the facts 
alluded to in the statements of those gentlemen. 
i The news of the battle of Palo Alto reached 
| Wahington on Saturday evening. On Sunday the 
: Committee on Military Affairs met and agreed to 
reporta bill. On Monday morning it was said the 
| Whigs were to meet at their usual place of assem- 
| bling, in the room of the Committee on Foreign 
| Affairs. He in company with others repaired to 
that room. They found the door locked, but a 
messenger informed them that several gentlemen 
had been there, and finding the door locked, had 
repaired to the room of the Committee on Publie 
| Lands, at the northwest corner of the building. 
| Mr. G. and those with him went to that room, and 
| there was some ten or fifteen gentlemen assembled 
there. They were few in numbers, and were 

but a short time assembled before the House met. 
| The remarks of those who spoke were short, and 
i he had found that few appeared to recollect all 
| that passed. He had himself most zealously op- 
| posed the war, and when he found that his politi- 
| cal friends were going for it, he had felt great 
| mortification and surprise, and no event of his 
| whole life, not even the death of friends, had been 
more strongly impressed upon his recollection. 

The gentleman had appended to his speech the 
/ Statement of Mr. Hudson, setting forth that the 
| meeting which he attended was in the room of 
i the “ Committee on Foreign Affairs.” 

It had been suggested that after a number of 
Whigs had assembled in the northwest cornerof the 
building, the door of the Committee room on For- 
eign Affairs had been opened, and that Mr. Hudson 
| and the gentleman from Delaware [Mr, Houston} 
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-mnittee-on Military Affairs as to continue the de- 


“he hour. The gentleman’s own acts, during the 


“tonof Mr. G.’s course. . He regretted the neces- 
sity of holding up the acts of any fellow-member 


_other statements, contradict Mr. Hudson, who 


“others attended. 


“try, whether the gentleman had not been “ acces- 


Vote for the war—indeed, had he not, in fact, 


mind‘ at the election of Speakerin 1843... Those 
objections were, that the member from Massa- 
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had met other Whigs there, as Mr. Hudson states. | 
OF this explanation he could: not speak, as he had 
known nothing: of jt, but it explained Mr. Hud- 
son’s letter; and if the gentleman from Delaware 
had reference to the-same mecting as Mr. Hudson, 
it would explain both of their letters; but if the 
gentleman from Delaware had alluded in his letter 
to. the. meeting held in the room of the Committee 
on Public Lands, then he, too, as well as all the 


Shows conclusively, that he was not himself at the 
meeting .where Messrs. Culver, Mellvaine, and 


‘Mr. G. said he would return to the issue which 
the gentleman had seen fit to make. He would 
Submit the question to the House and to the coun- 


sory before the fact ?”? Had he not urged others to 


prevailed on at least one of his colleagues to vote 
for the war? Yet this. was an immaterial issue. 
While guilty of the fact itself, of voting for the 
War, it could not be very material whether he ad- 
‘vised others to. vote fòr it. 

If it were right for that member to vote for the 
bill, it could not be wrong for him to urge others 
to do the same thing. If it were right for him to 
urge his colleagues and his Whig friends in this 
hall, and to prevail on some to vote for the war, it 
could not have been wrong for him to have said 
the same thing in the Whig meeting, ten minutes 
previously, as shown by Mr. Culver, and others. | 
But the whole. of this subterfuge was an attempt 
to evade the objections which rested in Mr. G.'s 


chusetts.[Mr..W.] would so arrange the Com- 


vastation of Mexico, and the other committees so 
as to suppress the right of petition, and protect the 
slave trade here, and on the southern coast. Those 
objections are all now -sustained by.the records of 


Jast: Congress, constituted a triumphant vindica- 


in an unfavorable light. On looking around him, 
he saw no member who held aseat in this hall 
when he commenced his service—that whole gen- 
eration had passed away—but he would appeal to 
every member to bear testimony, that he had not 
assailed any gentleman, except when compelled to 
do so in self-defence. 

The feelings manifested by the gentleman [Mr. 
W.] could only have risen from the rankling irri- 
tation of disappointed ambition. Mr. G. had 
never regretted the gentleman’s defeat, but he had 
greatly regretted the necessity of that defeat. He 
had referred to this matter at the present time in 
reply to the gentleman’s charge of misrepresenta- 
tion. He could not suffer an imputation upon the 
accuracy of his statement,.even on collateral or im- 
material facts. His own vindication had prompted 
him to say what he did. 

The position which the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts now occupied upon the snbjects to 
which reference had been made, furnished the 
most triumphant proof of every objection Mr. G. 
had urged against him. Beyond this, Mr. G. 
would make no comments on the unenviable course 
which the gentleman had of late pursued. He 
would here take leave of the gentleman, hoping to 
have no occasion hereafter to reply to any attacks 
from that quarter. 

fr. Schench’s Letter. 
House or REPRESENTATIVES, March 3, 1848. 

Dear Sir: In reply to the interrogatories contained in 
your note, I must state, that I have not a very distinct rec- 
ollection of the particular circumstances about which you 
inquire, attending the scenes and transactions here on the 
llth of May, 1846. I remember, however, that there was 
such a meeting of the Whig members of the Ronse of Rep- 
resentatives, in one of the compiittee rooms, an the morning 
of that day. My colleague, Gov. Vance, f think was chair- 
man of the meeting. I was present. My impression is, 
thet Mr. Winrurop was there. I cannot.clearly remember 
whether he spoke, or who did, in the conference we bad on 
that oceasion, neither can I give anyinformation as to what | 
may hive passed between Mr. Winrarop: and. his. col- 
leagues, in the hall of Representatives afterward. It was t 
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“expected, when we assembled that morning, that the Pres- 
ident. would send in-a message recommending: a-declara- 
tion of war, and that some bill for that. purpose would be 
pressed upon us by the majority; and the difficulty with 
most Whigs seemed to be, how they should be-enabled, on 
the one hand, to.vote for the supplies and forcës necessary 
to extricate the army from its perilous position, and on the 
other hand, avoid anything that might be construed into an 
abandonment of the usurping aud unconst‘ tutional caurse 
of the President, in commencing and provoking. hostilities. 
x I am, very respectfully yours, 
ROBERT SCHENCK, 


Having dismissed this matter, Mr. Gippmes 
next came tothe question of the admission of Cali- 
fornia, which he passed, with the single remark, 
that he considered it a foregone conclusion that 
that State would be received, with her present con- 
stitution, irrespective of any other question; and he 
then proceeded to discuss the relations of the North 
and South, and of the Government, .to each in 
regard to the question of slavery, replying to the 
position of Mr. Toomss, that the Constitution of 
the United States is a pro-slavery constitution, and 
enforcing the duty of Congress to prohibit slavery |} 
in all the territories of the United States, 

(The speeches of both gentlemen will be pub- 
lished in the Appendix.} 

Mr. THURSTON next obtained the floor, and 
yielded to a motion by 

Mr. FOWLER, that the Committee rise, 

Which, being agreed to, 

The Committee rose and reported progress, 

And the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees: 


By Mr. ALBERTSON: The petition of James McCon- 
nell and 63 other citizens of Gibsou county, Intiana, pray- 
ing for the establishing of a mail-route from Washington, 
Davis county, by way of Petersburg, in Pike county, thence 
on the new State road through the counties of Gibson and 
Vandeburg to Evansville, a distance of fifty-four miles. 

By Mr. HAMPTON: The petition of citizens of West- 
morcland county, Pennsylvania, in behalf of the surviving || 
officers and soldiers of the late war with Great Britain. | 

By Mr. CABLE, of Ohio: The petition of James Cameron | 
and 112 other citizeus of Carroll county, Ohio, for the 
prohibition of slavery, by act of Congress, in all the terri- 
tories. 

Also, and for the same purpose, ene of John Downs 
and 137 other citizens of Stenbenville, Ohio. 

Also, a petition of A. L. Frazer, Join Downes, and 135 
other citizens of Steubenville, Ohio, for the repeal of all 
Jaws in the District of Columbia for the support of slavery, 
or the removal of the seat of the General Government to a 
more suitable location, 

By Mr, JULIAN: The petition of 100 citizens of the town 
of Alguend and vicinity, in Laporte county, Indiana, pray- 
ing Congress to make free donations of the public lands in 
limited quantities to actnal settlers. 

Also, the petition of 212 citizens of the town of West 
Union and vicinity, in the same.county and State, praying 
the same maiter. 

Also, the petition of manufacturers, dealers, and workmen, 
of the city of Providence, engaged in the business of manu- 
facturing India Rubber, in reference to the present defective 
patent laws, Ke. f 

By Mr. DIMMICK: The petition of George H. Miller 
and sundry othefs, for the establishment of a post-route from 
Stroudsburg, Monroe county, to Mauch Chunk, Carbon 
county, Pennsylvania. i 

Also, the petition of M.G. Stier and sundry others, pray- 
ing for the establishment of a post-route from Easton, by 
way of Kesslerville, Finkville, Roxbury, to Lehrsville in 
Northampton county, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. GOULD: The petition of citizens of Delaware 
county, State of New York, residing in Delbi, that slavery 
and the slave-trade may be prohibited in the territories of 
the United States, 

Also, the petition of citizens of Delhi, Delaware county, 
State of New York, asking the law to secure to alleged fu- į 
gitives the rigbtof trial by jury. | 

Also, the petition of citizens of Delaware county, State |i 
of New York, residing in Delhi, asking arepeal of all Jaws 
or parts of laws, by which slavery or the slave-trade is 
authorized or sanctioned in the District of Columbia, and in 
case of their non-repeal, that the seat of Government be | 
removed to some more suitable location. 

Also, the petition of citizens residing in Delhi, county 
of Delaware, and State of New York, praying that no State 
may be admitied inio the Union, without prohibiting slavery |; 
in its constitution. 

By Mr. LITTLEFIELD: The petition of John W. Goo- 
kin and 30 others, of North Yarmouth, Maine. 
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Also, the petition of Alexander Ewing. and 31 others, of |}- 


Harpswell, Maine. p i 
Also, the petition of Wentworth Stuart, of Harrison and 
Gtisfield, Maine. j fags FE, sii 
Also; the petition of Seth Bailey, jr, and 200 othere; <l 


of. Keeport, Maine, all: praying for a reduction of the rates 
of postage. eae) ee, Ses yas 
Also, resolutions from ‘the Kennebec cour y Agricultural 
Society, of Maine; in ‘favor.of -an appropriation for Ahie:dis- 
tribution of agricultural information. = are 
Also, the memorial of John Anderson and-402 
Cumberland county, Maine 
Jand to the officers and soldi 
Britain. ` 
By Mr. BOOTH: The petition of Fis 
others, members of the Sophomore Class > 
in the State of Connecticut, praying for the redaction. of 
postage to two cents on prepaid letters of half an ounge. 
Also, the petition of Ephraim Lyman and 75 others, eitj- 
zens and electors of Plymouth, in the State of Connec icut, 
praying for the repeal of all Jaws enacted hy Congress, by 
which slavery or the slave-trade is authorized or sanctioned 
in the District of Columbia; and that, in the event of their 
non-repcal, the seat of the National Government maybe re- 


others, of 
sin favor of granting: bounty ` 
ers of the last. war with. Great 


R P. Brewer ang 06 
ss, in Yale College, 


moved to soine more suitable Ideation, stat 
By Mr. DOTY: The petition. of. Abel Haw! 
Reed, and other citizens of Wisconsin, fora 
from Fort Winnebago, by the villages ond eenah 
by Wanekuna and Mennsha, to Manitowog. RONE i 
By Mr. PHOGNIX: A memorial. fromthe Chamber of * 
Commerce of New York, approhatory ofa libetal. ware- 
housing system, and suggesting, amendments to the existing. 


law. : P ī oe 
Also, several petitions of citizens of New York and else- 
g the rate of postage. ©: i 


where, in favor of reducin | : aad 
By Mr. PARKER: The petition and other papers of Ben- 
Jamin Moore, of Harper’s Ferry, Virginia, praying -for com- 
pensation for his improved method of percussioning fint- 
lock arms, whieh has been adopted by the Ordnance Board, 


; and is now in use at the national armories, &e. 


By Mr. SCHENCK: Whe memorial of 75 citizens of Erie 
county, Ohio, asking for such legislation as may obtain from 
the British Government the free navigation of the St. 
Lawrence. wi DA ; 

Also, the petition of 141 citizens of Lacon, Marshall 
county, Hinois, praying for cheap postage. 

2y Mr. HENRY: The petition of A, Hammand, S. Pen- 
field, and 118 otber citizens of Pittsford, Rutland. county, 
Vermont, praying for a reduction in the rate of pos te 

By Mr. KING, of Massachusetis: The petition of Charles 
Davis and 50 other voters of beverly, for the establish- 
ment of a rate of two cents postage on prepaid letters; and 
many other petitions of the same purport. 3 

By Mr. CLEVELAND: The petition of inventors, and 
others interested in patents, residents in the city of New 
York, for a modification of the Jaws relating to parents.. 

By Mr. HARLAN: The petition of Dr. P. Beceher and 
49 other persons, citizens of the State of Indiana, praying for 
a postroute from Perrysburg via Gilead, Laketon, Man- 


i chester, Millersburg, Liberty Mills, Springfield, Columbia, 
| Popano, Cold Springs and Wolf Lake, to Port Mitchell 


in 
Noble county, in the State of Indiana. g í 
Also, the petition of W. Marshall and 59 others, of the 
States of Ohio and Indiana, praying for a mail-route’ from 
Defiance, in Defiance county, Ohio, via Brunersburgl and 
Farmer, in Ohio, Newville, Auburn, Lisbon and Albion, to 
Noble Iron-works, in Noble county, Indianas Steco o 
ByMr.CHANDLER: The petition of Henry Potts & Co. 
and other citizens of Pennsylvania, asking, for thevenact- 
ment of laws protecting the manufacture of irén’ in this 
country. TAE ott, A 
By Mr. MOORE: The petition of William Campbell and 
other citizens of Priladelphia, asking the repeal of the act 
of February 26, 1845, extending the patent of Win. Wood- 
worth’s planing machine. bs . 
By Mr. KING, of New Jerseys. The petition of a-publie 
meeting at Newark, New Jersey, in favor of cheap postage, 


| of two cents prepaid per half ounce weight, for all dis- 
tances, i 


Also, the petition of inhabitants of Bloomfield, New Jer- 
sey, for one cent per newspaper, and two cents prepaid’ per 
half ounce letter postage, for all distances, and for other 
corresponding reforms. 

By Mr. WALDO: The petition of Rev. N. H. Eggleston 
and others, electors of the town of Ellington, Connecticut, 
for a uniform rate of postage. 

Also, the petition of Benedict Bull and 77 others, citizens 
and electors of Plymouth, Connecticut, against the admis- 
sion of any State into the Union whose constitution does 
not expressly protiihit slavery within its limits. 

By Mr. SWEETSER: A memorial from Columbus, Obio, 
upon the subject of extending the admiralty jurisdiction of 
the courts of the United States to the navigable rivers. 

By Mr. DUK KEE: A memoriat of the Legislature of the | 
State of Wisconsin, asking Congress to pass an act granting 
bounty lands to the officers and soldiers-who served in the 
war of 1812. x 

Also, a memorial from the same State, in relation to the 
navigation of tbe river St. Lawrence. ý ne 

By Mr. SCHERMERHORN: The petition of 78 citizens 
of the town of Henrietta, county of Monroe, New York, 
for the right of trial by jury. to. fugitive slaves, or those 
claimed to be such. bi 7 

Also, the ‘petition of 74 citizens of. Henrietta, Monroe 
county, New-York; for-the Abolition of slavery in the Djs- 
trict of Columbia, or:the- removal of the Capitol therefrom. 

Also, the petition of 79 citizens of the above town and 
State, for the prohibition of slavery in all the territories be- 
longing to the United States. 

Also, the petition of 17 citizens of the same town and 
State. against the adn on of any State into the Union 
whith does not -expressty exclude, by its constitution, 
slavery therefrom. $: 

Also,-the-petition of &7 citizens òf Mouroe county, New 
York; for the repeat of the law of 1845, extending the Wood- 
worth patent for a planing machine: - : 


4 


March. 18, 


Aiso; thè petition: of Chauncey. Ry Martin; for bounty” 


Jandi A a ee ‘ 

By.Mr, OLDS: The petition of sundry:citizens of. north- 
ern Ohio, asking Congress ‘to take into’ consideration the 
propriety of securing, by negotiation, the free navigation of 
the Si. Lawrence, for American vessels: 

Also the petition’ of sundry citizens of Fayette county, | 
Ohio, asking thr establishment of the cheap postage system. 

“By Mro JACKSON, or New York: The petition of the 

“trustees, teachers, and sindents of Ithaca Academy, Ithaca, 

_ Tompkins county, New York, on the subject of cheap post- 
age ` Eaa S EA 

= "ey Mr. LEFFLER: Two: petitions, numerowsly. signed || 
by citizens of Cedar county, Lowa, praying a grant of land 
to aid the State of Towa in the construction of a. railroad 
from Davenport, on the Mississippi ‘river; to the: Council 
Bife, on the Missouri river” ee Ben ez . 
Also, the petition of- citizens of. Maquoketa, Jackson 
county, Iowa, praying afarther reduction of postage. ~, 

Also, the papers in the case of John Lusk, praying á pen- 
siog for disabilities incurred in the service of the United 
States. 

By Mr. RUMSEY: The petition of Seth Knowlton and 
290 others, citizens of Belfast, Alleghany county, New 
York, for the repeal of the act extending the patent-right 
for Woodworth’s planing machine: | 
* ABy Mt. REYNOLDS: The petition of 231 citizens-em- 
ployed’itt iron. works, near Troy, New York, for specific 
duries upon foreign iron. 

Also, tte petition of Giles B. Kellogg and others, of Troy, | 
New-York;for'postage at two cents per half ounce on pre- 
paid letters. 5 

Also, the petition aof Henry Weeks and others, of Troy, 
New York, for the same purpose. 

Also, the petition of Stephen Wicks and others, of Troy, |! 
Now York, for the same purpose, 

By Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania: The petition of 
Inhabitants of Clarion county, for amail-route from Shellen- 
Ville, Pennaylyania, to Warren, Pennsylvania, via Helen- | 
Furnace, Blacks settlement, and Marion, the county seat 
of Forrest county. 

Also, the petition of citizens of the port of Presque Isle, 
Erie, Peansvlvania, for a change of name to Erie. 

By Mr. WOOD: The petition of A. Campbell and 106 
other citizens af McCutchensville, Wyandot county, Ohio, 
praying Congress to make an appropriation for removing 
obstructions to navigation at thé head of Sandusky bay, so 


| Indian disturbances; all of which were referred to 


| unjust and oppressive; that the Government is 


port from the ‘chief of the Bureaw of Construction and 
Equipment, ‘showing the annual ‘cost: of maintaining that 
squadron ; which. information is directed: to be communi- 
eated by the Senate?s resolution of the 22th ultimo. 
Ihave the honor to be, sir. your obedient servant, 

j WM. BALLARD PRESTON. 
~: -President of United States Senate.: 

On motion by Mr. YULEE, it was referre 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

$ MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. ` 

Mr. YULEE presented a: memorial of the mem- 
bers.of two companies of mounted volunteers, com- 
manded by S. L. Sparkman and Jobn Parker, 
asking compensation for their military services in 
a recent outbreak of the Indians in Florida. 

He also. submitted documents relating to the 
claim of Aaron Jarnigan, and the volunteers under 
his command, for compensation for services ren- 
dered and subsistence furnished during the recent 


Hon. M: FILLMORE; 


d to 


the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. DOWNS presented the petition of Priscilla 
Prewett, asking the confirmation of her title to a 
tract of land; which was referred to the Commit. 
tee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr, DICKINSON presented the memorial of 
Aaron D. Sprague, of Yates county, in the State 
of New York, earnestly asking that Congress will 
take every precautionary measure to preserve the 
public lands for the benefit of all the citizens of the 
United States; and setting forth that the public 
domain is the property of all the citizens of the 
United States; and that any grant made in pursu- 
ance of the will of a majority, contrary to that of 
the minority, would be an infringement upon the 
rights of property in the minority, and therefore 


as to render more easy and safe the passage of sailing ves- 
sels and steamboats into the Sandusky river. 

By Mr. BURROWS: The petition of Thomas C. Fanning 
and others, citizens and clectors of the county of Orleans, 
New York, against the admission of more slave States into 
the Union, s 


Also, the petition of citizens and electors of the county of |; 


Orleans, New York, for the establishment and protection 
of freedom in the territories of the United States, 

Also, the petition of citizens and electors of the county 
of Orleans, New York, for the repeal of all laws enacted or | 
adopted by Congress, forthe support of slavery in the Dig- i 
triet of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of citizens and electors of the county of 
Orleans, New York, to secure to alleged fugitives the right | 
of trial by jorv. 

By Mr. CLEVELAND: The petition of Benedict Bull | 
and. 76 others, citizens of Plymonth, Connecticut, praying | 
for the passage of a law expressly prohibiting slavery and | 


but the agent ofall the citizens; consequently, by 
the terms of the agency, the rights of the minor- 
ity are to be preserved and respected as party in 
the disposition of the publie lands; that the ex- 
iled Hungarians are a patriotic and noble band of 
heroes, richly meriting the gratitude and plaudits | 
of the friends of free government everywhere, yet | 
a grant of any portion of the public lands would | 
transcend the agency of Congress, and at the same | 
time be partial in its operations as to the exiles of 
other countries; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. presented a memorial. of 
citizens of Indiana, who served in the last war 
with Great Britain, and in the various Indian wars, | 


the slave trade in all the territory of the United States. 

Also, the petition of Job Whitney and 35 others, citizens 
of Wondstock, Connectivut, of the same import. 

Also, the petition of Job Whitney and others, citizens of 
Woodstock, Connecticut, praying for the repeal of all laws 
sanctioning slavery and the stave trade in the District of Col- 
unebia, and for the removal of the seatof Governmentin case | 
of the non-repeal of said laws. j 

Also, the petition of citizens of Woodstock, Connecticut, i; 
praying for trial hy jury for all persons arrested and claimed |! 
as fugitive staves, 

Also, the petition of citizens of Woodstock, Connecticut, 
that no State may be hereafter admitted into the Union un- 
Jess ite constitution expressly prohibit slavery. 

By Mr. CROWELU: The petition of Joseph H. Walcott |! 
and 144 other citizens of Farmington, Trumbull county, į 
Ohio, praying Congress to secure the right of trial by jury 
lo fugitive slaves. : i 

Also, the petition of Joseph H. Walcott, and 143 other 
citizens, of Farmington, Trumbull county, Ohio, praying the 
repeal of all Jaws, aud parts of laws enacted hy Congress, 
authorizing and sanctioning <lavery and theslave trade inthe |! 
City of Washington or the District of Columbia, and in the i 
event of their nou-repeal, the seat of the National Govern- 
ment he reinoved to some more snitable Jocation. 

Also, the petition of Lonis Walentt, and 144 other citizens 
of Farmington Trumbull county, Ohio, praying that slavery 
and the slave trade he expressly prohibited by act of Con- | 
gress in all the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of Joseph H. Waleatt and 344 other || 
eitizens of Farmington, Trumbull county, Ohió, praying 
war no State permitting slavery be hereafter admitted into the 

nion. 
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IN SENATE, 
Monpay, March 18, 1850. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a communication from the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, transmitting seventy-five copies of the Nav 
Register for the year 1850, for the use of the Sen- | 
ate; which was read and ordered to be laid on the 
table. 

Also, the following communication from the 
Secretary of the Navy: 
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Navy DEPARTMENT, March 14, 1859, 
Sin: I have the honor to submit, herewith enclosed, a re- 
port trom the chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, | 
relative to the number of deaths occurring annually in the {i 
aquadran an the ẹnast ef Africa j also, a re ji 


United States 


& 


i and soldiers of the Jast war with Great Britain, 


| of Iowa and Wisconsin, asking the establishment ! 
{of a mail-route from Fort Madison, Wisconsin, to 
| Fort Atkinson, in Iowa; which were referred to 


| bers of the Legislature of New Jersey, asking 
j a reduction of the rates of postage to two cents on 


| were referred to the Committee on the Post Office 


asking to be allowed bounty lands. 
Also, the proceedings of a meeting of officers 


held at Madison, in. Indiana, in favor of an act | 
allowing the same compensation that was received | 
by officers and soldiers who served in other wars | 
of the Uni'ed States; all of which were referred to | 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, the petition of Joseph Anderson, asking | 
the repayment of a sum of money advanced to a | 
destitute volunteer, in the late war with Mexico; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. JONES presented two petitions of citizens 


the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
Mr. MILLER presented a memorial of mem- 


1 


all prepaid letters not exceeding half an ounce; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, presented a reso- 
lution of the Legislature of Mississippi, in favor 
of the establishment of a light-house at or near 
the mouth of East Pascagoula river, in that State; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a memorial of the Legislature of the same 
State, asking the establishment of a tri-weekly 
mail from Grenada, 


porting the mails in said State; and a resolution of 
the Legislature of Mississippi, in favor of the es 
tablishment of an overland mail from Jackson, in |! 
that State, to Baton Rouge, in Louisiana; which i 
and Post Roads. : 

Mr. WALKER presented the petition of John | 
Cummins, asking compensation for his services | 


i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
| 
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in that State, to Memphis, | 


in Tennessee, end a change in the mode of trans. |, that provision may be made for discharging the 


‘ag_acting commissary of subsistence, and acting 
assistant quartermaster in the army; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military. Affairs. 

Also, from citizens of Pittsford, in tbe State of 
Vermont, asking that the public lahds.may be 
granted. in limited quantities to actual settlers not 
possessed of other lands; which was referred to 
| the Committee on-Public Lands. 
© Mr. CLARKE presented a petition of the pres- 
ident and directors of the Centreville Bank, and 
other citizens of Rhode Island, in favor of reduced 
postage; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads, í 

Also, a resolution of the Legislature of Rhode 
Island, in favor of the abolishment of the spirit 
ration and corporal punishment in the Navy of the 
United States; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BORLAND presented a memorial of offi- 
cers and volunteers who served in the late war 
with Mexico, asking to be allowed: bounty lands; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. : 

Mr. DICKINSON presented the memorial of 
Thomas O. Leroy and David Smith, remonstra- 
ting against the extension of the patent of Tatum 
and others, for a machine for making lead pipes; 
which was referred to the Committee on Patents 
and the Patent Office. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of Nathan 
| Stanley, an officer in the last war with Great Brit- 
| ain, asking to be allowed a grant of bounty land; 
| which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Also, the petition of James H. Robinson, a pen- 
sioner of the United States, asking to be allowed 
an increase of pension; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire, asking the construcgion of a light-house 
at that port; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Mr. DAYTON presented a petition of citizens 
of New Jersey, asking a reduction of the rates of 
postage; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. ` 

Mr. STURGEON presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Blair county, Pennsylvania, asking an in- 
crease of the duties on imported iron; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Also, a memorial of merchants and’ other eiti- 
zens of Pennsylvania, asking an appropriation for 
the construction of a harbor at Reedy Island, in the 
Delaware river; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Also, from the Democratic citizens of East 
Whitehead township, Chester county, Pennsy}- 
vania, asking that the Wilmot proviso may not be 
attached to any territory acquired from Mexico, 
setting forth that, as they were acquired by the 
blood and treasure of all the States, the southern 
section of the Union ought not to be insulted or 
dictated to by the introduction of any such proviso; 
| that the abolition of slavery in the District of Col- 
umbir , without the consent of the adjoining States, 
or the owners of the slaves, would be regarded as 
an act of bad faith to the adjoining States, and in 
opposition to those principles of amity upon which 
tne Constitution was established ; ‘that the part 
of the District which originally belonged to Vir- 
ginia being receded, it would be preferable to re- 
cede the remainder, under suitable circumstances, 
to the State of Maryland, its former owner; and 
declaring that our glorious Censtitution and its 
| compromises are only to be maintained in the 
spirit of friendship and good will which estab- 
lished it. 

Mr. S. observed he would move to lay the peti- 
| tion on the table. 

Mr. ATCHISON moved that it be printed. 

The petition was then laid on the table, and the 
motion to print referred to the Committee on 
Printing. 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, presented a memo- 
rial of the chiefs of the Menomonee nation, asking 


F 


i 
i 
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debt due by that nation to Robert Grignon; which 
was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 
Mr. DODGE, of lowå, presented a resolution of 
the Legislature of Jowa, in favor of a grant of land 
to aid in the construction of a railroad from Da-‘ 
venport to Council Bluffs; which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. i 
Mr. D. also presented a petition of citizens of 


- 1850. 


Iowa, asking the establishment of a: mail-route 
from Keokuck in that State, to’ St. Francisville in 
Missouri; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post-Office and Post: Roads.. => 

“Mr. D. also presented two remonstrances. from - 
citizens of Iowa, against any change-in the mail- 
route from Keosangua to Bloomfield in that State; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and: Post Roads. - ee i 

Mr. D. also presented a communication, ad- 
dressed to the- Senators, of Towa, by M. H. Clark, 
and others, citizens of Iowa city, in favor-of the 
establishment of a marine hospital at Rock Island, 
in the Mississippi river; which was referred to the 
Committee on “Commerce. 

Mr.. D. also presented four petitions of citizens 
of Towa’ and Ilinois, asking the removal of ob- 
structions to the navigation of the Mississippi at 
the upper and lower rapids; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. D. also presented a memorial of citizens of 
Iowa, asking a grant of land for the use of the 
branch of the State University of Iowa, estab- 
lished at Fairfield in that State; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. : 

Mr. D, also presented a memorial of citizens of 
Towa, asking a grant of public land to that State, 
to aid in the construction of a railroad from Da- 
venport to Council Bluffs; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pablie Lands. 


THE WAREHOUSING SYSTEM. 


Mr. SEWARD. I present the proceedings of 
the Chamber of Commerce of New York, con- 
sisting of a report submitted to the, chamber, with 
a resolution expressing its approbation of the re- 
port. These proceedings relate to the warehous- 
ing system. 

I beg leave to state, that the report will be found 
a very able argument against the abandonment of 
the system, which, it contends, is eminently im- 
portant for promoting the growth of commerce in 
that city, and in the United States. ‘The report 
insists, that the expense of the system ought not 
to be. regarded asa conclusive argument against 
the perseverance in it, because there has not yet 
been adequate time to develop its usefulness. 

The report recommends some modifications of 
the system, one of which is, that the bonds shall 
be taken from merchants without security—the 
goods being decmed sufficient security; another 
modification. suggested, is, that the time during 
which goods shall be held in warehouse, shall be 
extended to three years; and another, that the sys- 
tem of valuation shall be changed, so as to adopt an 
ad valorem valuation at the time the goods are with- 
drawn from the warehouse. It contains also other 
important suggestions. Without expressing any 
opinion for myself upon a subject so important, I 
deem it proper to call the attention of the Com- 
mittee on Finance to this report; and I have made 
the explanation for the purpose of submitting a 
motion, that the proceedings be printed. I now 
move that they be printed, and referred to the 
Finance Committee. 

The papers were so referred, and ordered to be 
printed. 

THE CENSUS BOARD. 


‘Mr. UNDERWOOD asked leave to make a 
short. personal explanation; which being unani- 
mously granted, he said: 

In noticing the report of my remarks, made on 
Friday last, Í have discovered that, as reported in 
the Union, they are calculated to reflect upon the 
census board. I have deemed it my duty, there- 
fore, to. make a more particular inquiry into the 
facts which I assumed when my remarks were 
made, and I have ascertained that my information 
was very incorrect, and I now desire to place my- 
self rectus in curia. I have visited the printing 
ofice of Mr. Gideon this morning, and there 
learned that about four hundred reams of paper 
have been used up in printing the tables for the 
seventh census; that each ream contains about 
four hundred and fifty sheets; and that the printing 
has been suspended since about the last of Janu- 
uary, at the instance of the census-board. T have 
further ascertained, that nearly the whole of the 
printing which has been done, was performed upon 
schedules Nos. 1, 2,and 3, and that only about two 
reams of paper have been used in printing schedules | 
Nos. 4,5,and6. Underaknowledge of these facts, | 


there is no foundation for the suggestion that the 
census board could have intended, by hastening 


the printing, to operate upon Congréss ina manner 


‘to induce: this and the other branch to adopt. the 


tables of the census board, in’ preference to those 
prepared by the census committee of the Senate. 
Í regret very much that, laboring under the im- 
pressions. produced upon my mind by what tran- 


_Spired in the discussion here, I have made remarks 


which I find can only be justified by a state of 
facts that 1 have since ascertained do not exist. 
The chairman of the census committee, and my- 
self, have had a conference and comparison of 
tables, and we fnd- very little difference between 
the tables of the committee and schedules Nos. 1, 
2,3, and 4, of the census board. I am willing 
to take the schedules Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4, of the 
census board, and the printing of these, so far as 
it has been performed. There is very little print- 
ing done upon schedules 5 and 6. I therefore 
condemn myself for the suggestion that there was 
any motive, in any quarter, to force the adoption 
of the work of the census board upon Congress, 
by the manner in which the $10,000, heretofore 
appropriated, have been spent, or by the quantity 
of printing which has been done. 

T learnt that $6,000 of the $10,000 have been 
paid for paper, under a contract by which 3,000 
reams have been contracted for at $6 per ream, 
and that no part of the money has yet been ex- 
pended for printing. 

Mr. CLARKE. The explanation just made 
by the Senator from Kentucky is perfectly satis- 
factory; but I apprehend he has not seen.all the 
report of his remarks which has been made and 
published in the Union of yesterday. I beg leave 
to call his attention to that report, for I am quite 
sure that, with his feelings on the subject, he is 
incapable of making such an imputation as this, 
and would be unwilling that a false impression 
of his remarks should go out into the community. 
In the Union of yesterday, he is reported'to have 
said, in the course of his remarks on Friday: 

«And then before Congress could act upon the work of 
the committee, and act upon the motion which my friend 
behind me [Mr. Dawson} makes, as representing that 


board, they go on and stereotype our work in part, and 
theirs in part, and print some hundred thousuid sheets, to 


force it through Congress with the idea of obtaining ten thou- 


sand dollars.” 


Now, I am sure the Senator from Kentucky 
cannot have intended to cast such a censure as 
this on the gentlemen composing the census board. 
I call his attention to the way in which this pas- 
sage reads, as I am quite sure he did not intend 
to east any personal reflections on those gentle- 
men, or to have referred to them in any other 
than the kindest manner;“and with the kindest 
feelings. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I never used any such 
language. The reporter must have mistaken me 
altogether in supposing that I intended to charge 
the census board with being actuated by the 
“idea of obtaining ten thousand dollars. It 
was impossible for them to pocket any such sum. 
They could gain nothing in the way of money. I 
made no such charge, and I repudiate the expres- 
sions put into my mouth by the reporter. My 
friend from Rhode Island [Mr. CLarxe] desired 
this morning to call my attention to something in 
reference to my remarks made on Friday; but I 
refused to hear him until after [should have made 
the explanation I designed. I thank him for call- 
ing my attention to this particular extracty which 
is as unjust to me as it is to the census board. 


& 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. DOWNS, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, te which was referred the memorial 
of certain settlers in Louisiana, within the limits 
of the Baron de Bastrop’s grant, submitted a re- 
port, which was ordered to-be printed, accompa- 
nied by a bill for the settlement of certain classes 
of private land claims within the limits of the 
Baron de Bastrop’s grant, and for allowing pre- 
emption to certain actual settlers, in the event 
of the final adjudication of the title of the said 
Bastrop in favor of the United States; which was 
read and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, reported a bill to enable the President 
to negotiate with the Indians of the prairies, south 
and west of the Missouri river, to the northern hne 
of the State of Texas, embracing the Indians of 
the mountains, and including those of New Mex- 
ico; which was read and passed to the second 
reading. Loe dag bee 


Mr. HAMLIN, fromthe Committee ‘on 


subject; which-were ordered. tobe prinie 


asking that - the navat pension. laws. maybe éx- 


tended to the revenue service, asked to bedis: 
charged from the further-consideration of the same; 


which was agreed to. 


Mr. BORLAND, from the Commitieé’on Print’ 


ing, to which was referred the resolution of the 


Senate, to print 1,000 additional copies of the ré- 


port of the Commissioner of the General Land 


Office, for the use of said office, reported in favor 


of the same; which was concurred in. : 

Mr. B. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the motion to print the memorial of. 
J. H. Pulte, in relation to the establishment of ’a’ 
line of telegraph around the world, reported. against 
the same; which was.concurred in. 

Mr. B. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the motion to print the memorial. of 
the citizens and residents of the valley of the Rio 
Grande, asking the establishment of a territorial 
government, reported against the same; which was 
concurred in. : i 


THE WINNEBAGO INDIANS. | : 
Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on In-’ 


dian Affairs, reported a joint resolution to author- 


ize the payment of $12,000 to the Winnebago 
Indians. 

Mr. JONES. Mr. President, I move that the 
Senate proceed at once to the consideration of that 


joint resolation. 


Mr. BELL. Mr. President, a word of expla- 
nation, L wish merely to say, that the reason for 
its consideration being asked for at this time by the: 
Senator from lowa, [Mr. Joxes,] arises from the 
fact that these Indians, or a portion of them, 
through want, are leaving their new homes beyond 
the Mississippi, and coming back to iowa and 
Wisconsin; and itis important to them, therefore, ; 
and to the people of the territory, that they should. 
be relieved—at least as far as this appropriation 
will go. š Dy 

‘The joint resolution was then taken up, and 
considered as in Committee of the Whole, and 
no amendment being offered, it was reported to 
the Senate and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

The queston being on ordering it to a third read- 
ing, z 
‘Mr. CHASE. I wish to inquire whether a re- 
port of the facts accompanies the resolution? = 

Mr. BELL. I will state, for the. information. 
of the Senator, that, by. a treaty made with the: 
Winnebago Indians in 1837, there was. a fund of 
$200,000 to be paidto them.. It was in part to-go. 
in payment of their debts, but it contained an ex-- 
press prohibition of the payment out of it of any 


antecedent claims against the tribe for depreda-, ` 


tions committed by them. ‘The delegation from 
the tribe; on their way home, after the treaty: had 
been madeand ratified, when they arrived at Pitts- 
burg, executed a recognition to John McParland, 
then alive, for a debt of $12,000, for depredations 
alleged by him to have been committed by them as 
far back as 1812. Mr. McFarland is represented 
to have presented his claim to the commissioners 
to make payments under this treaty, and the re- 
cognition of the debt made, by the delegation who 
made the treaty, after the treaty had been ratified. 
lt was rejected on the ground of the express stipu- 
lation in the treaty, that the fund should be appro- 
priated to no such object. After the death Gf, 
McFarland, his representatives again presented ‘a 
claim against the Government, fonnded on the res 
cognition, and finally Mr. Secretary Porter, in 
1824—the papers are on the table—recognized the- 
claim, and ordered it to be paid, in the first place, 
out of the intercourse fund, but there being none 
such, the order was changed, and it was actually 
paid out of the Indian annuity. Now this is the 
demand on the part of the Winnebagoes, thetthey 
be refunded this amount taken in this manner from 
their annuities. mere : 

The bill was then ordered to a third readings 
and was read a third time and passed. 

> RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. BALDWIN submitted the following reso- 
lation; which lies over one day, under the rales: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be directed 
to inquire whether any tegistati ar by Congress is necessary 
to afford to the colored vitizens of any State who may, in 


“Mr. A. also submitted documents relating to the’. 


Com- 
merce, to which was referred the memorial-of the 
officers and crew of the revenue cutter Hamilton, ~ 
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thé-prosecution of their Jawful pursuits as marinets, enter 
the ports of other States; protection in the enjoyment of the 
privitégas and iminities. of citizens—protection as gauran- 
tied by the Constitution of the United States... |. y 
Mri DAWSON sabmitted the following- resolu- 
tion; which was considered, by unanimous eonseùty 
and agreed to: : eek LT 
“Resdloed; That. the board of census be requested to com- 
munciate to the Senate the report of their contracts to. pro- 
eure. paper suitable. for taking the census and Statistics; the | 
punber of pages of the tables, and schedules already pririted 5 | 
also, when the tables and schëdūules were compteted by the 4 
board, anid what alterations.or- additions have been made to 
id. tables and schedules. since: the Ist. day of January 
3-and that they report aby other facts, known to them, 
which inay enable Congress to act understandingly on the- 


census bill now before the Senate. 


<Mr: YULEE’ submitted the following resolu- || 
tion; which was considered, by unanimous con- | 
sent, and agreed tos. i 


Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs inquire p 
into the. propriety of providing for the injuries sustained |! 
lately by Johu S. Heermans, and others, by Indian agyres- | 
sions in Florida, in conformity to the principles of the act |} 
té regulating trade and intercourse with the fndian tribes, |! 
andto preserve peace on the frontiers,” approved 30th of | 
June, 1834. | 


Mr. JONES submitted the following resolution; |! 
which was considered, by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to: it 

Resolved, That the Committee. on the Post Office and | 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of |) 
establishing the following post-routes in Towa, viz: From 
Tom Corwin via Menon, Ewington, and Portville, to Fort || 
Atkinson; also, from Tom Corwin to Lansing; from Ga- |! 
maville to. fom Corwin, and from the tatter place directly | 
to Fort. Atkinson; also, from Gamaville, Menden, and | 
McGreggor’s, :o Prairie, Wisconsin; also, from Chariton 
Point, in Lucas county, to Albia, in lowa. 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Borvanp on the 14th January, was taken up and 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed | 
tò inquire into the propriety of restoring to the revenue 
cutter service the officers who were dismissed from that 
service by the Sceretary of the Treasury, on the 39th June, || 
1849, 


BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. | 


Mr. SEBASTIAN, in pursuance of notice, asked |! 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill for the relief | 
of certain surviving widows of officers and soldiers | 
of the revolutionary war; which was read a first | 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

Mr. FELCH, in pursuance of notice, asked | 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to amend an |! 
act entitled “ An act for the discontinuance of the | 
office of Surveyor-General in the several districts, 
so soon as the surveys therein can be completed, | 
for abolishing said offices under certain circum- 
stances, and for other purposes,” approved 12th į 
June, 1840; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, gave notice that | 
he would to-morrow, or on some subsequent day, 
ask leave to introduce a bill to continue the im- 


Itis a 


i shire. 


Mr. HUNTER; (in 
postponed to-morrow. A P 
ir: BALDWIN. -Iam desirous of making 
ply to. the Senator from North 


Lt canbe farther 


| 


some remarks in re 
Carolina. = 5 ete i 

Mr. MANGUM. -I call the gentleman to order. 
“most unusual 


when it is only half made. es ee 
-Mr. BALDWIN. I have no particular wish 
to-enter into a discussion upon this subject at the 
present time, and if itis the wish of the Senate to 
go: into. Executive business, I will acquiesce in that 
wish. . n 
The farther consideration of the subject. was 
then postponed until one o’clock to-morrow. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. KING. lrise, Mr. President, to call. the 
attention of the Senator from New Hampshire 
[Mr. Hae] to what is published in the Intelligen- 
cer of the 14th instant, purportiig to be remarks 
made in the Senate of the United States by Mr. 
Sewarp and the Senator from New Hampshire, 


ii to the following effect: 


“I think it was Jefferson who said, that the natural ally 
of slavery in the South, was the Democracy of the North. 
“Mr. Hane. It was Mr. Buchanan who said so.” 


I was present, I believe, in the Senate at the 
time, but L was not aware that any such remark 
had been made by the Senator from New Hamp- 
It. was only on looking over the paper 
lately that it struck my eye, and I was nota little 
surprised that such a remark had been made by 
the Senator from New Hampshire, and that it had. 
not been put right immediately by some Senator 
better acquainted with the course of the ex-Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania. 

I now ask the Senator from New Hampshire to 
state where, when, and upon what oceasion, it 
was, that Mr. Buchanan, either in the Senate, or 


‘anywhere else, made use of the expression to 


which he referred, that the northern Democracy 
were the natural allies of slavery at the South? 

Mr. HALE. I have not the documents by me, 
and cannot quote the precise phraseology; and I 
did not expect to be called upon to do it at this 
time; but Ithink that £ can satisfy the Senator 
from Alabama on this subject before many days. 
I do not undertake to say what the precise phrase- 
ology was, but the substance of it was, that the 
Democracy of the North were the allies of the 
South upon this question of slavery. I repeat 
that Í can satisfy the Senator before many days, 
but I have not the documents by me at this mo- 
ment. 

Mr. KING. I shall wait, then, for the Senator 
from New Hampshire to make his researches, 
merely taking the occasion to say, that he cannot, 
from any speech ever made by Mr. Buchanan, 
sustain that statement. That Senator, while on 
this floor, on several occasions, discussed questions 
connected with the subject of slavery, and the 


| furthest he ever did go, was to declare that, in his 


provement of the harbor at Potosi, in Grant county, | 
Wisconsin. | 
BILLS FROM THE HOUSE. 


The bill from the House of Representatives for 
the relief of Hiram Moore and John Hascall was 
read a first and second time by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Patents and the Patent 
Office. 

The bill from the House of Representatives, to 
refund the fine imposed upon the late Dr. Thomas 
Cooper, under the sedition law, to his heirs, was 
read twice and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 


THE COMPROMISE, 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration | 
of the special order, viz: the series of resolutions |! 
submitted by Mr. Cray. | 

Mr. BADGER, who was entitled to the floor, | 
addressed the Senate for two hours, [of which a 
report will be published in the Appendix.] With- 
out conclading, he gave way, on an intimation that 
a short Executive session was necessary. 

Mr. BERRIEN. With the consent of the: 
Senator from North Carolina, I move that the |) 
farther consideration of this subject be postponed 
unt] to-morrow, at one o’elock. ! 

Mr, HALE. I would.suggest that another sub- | 


ject.has been. postponed to that-hour by a previou 
vote of the Senate. ` so sae 
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li sion is entirely out of order. 
| tion before the Chair. 


opinion, the northern Democracy were in favor 
of protecting the rights of the South to their slave 
property under the Constitution, and that to them 
the South might look for aid in defending and pro- 
tecting their rights. That he has said on many 


| occasions, that] hope and trust he will ever stand 


by; and I hope there are many others at the North 
equally ready to stand by the declaration, that they 
are ready to stand by the rights of the South, under 
the Constitution, to this description of property. 
Beyond that he never did go, and beyond that the 
Senator from New Hampshire can never show he 
went, let his researches be ever so diligent. 

Mr. HALE. It was no part of my intention, 
certainly, to do any injustice to the late Senator 
from Pennsylvania, when 1 made the remark. E 
made it for the purpose of putting the Senator 
from New York [Mr. Seward] right as to a mat- 
ter of history. I spoke from recollection entirely. 
l think I do not mistake; and I am confirmed in 
it by the recollection of the Senator who sits near 


i; me, (Mr. Cuass.] And Ithink, and am sati-fied, 
“it will be found that Mr. Buchanan went a great 
i deal. further in what he said. 


Mr. KING. I will ask my friend from. Missis- 


| sippi [Mr. Davis] to read to the Senate what Mr. 
| Buchanan did say. 


The CHAIRMAN, (Mr. Cray.]. The discus 
There. is no ques- 


‘thing to reply to a speech || 


Mr- MANGUM... I move that the:Senate now 
proceed’ to the consideration of Executive basi- 
nëss. : 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. E wish merely to 
refer to the language of Mr. Buchanan, aa reported 
in the Congressional Debates, and will endeavor 
‘to keep myself in order, inthe few remarks lmay 
offer upon it. $ Sete a 

Mr. President, I did not hear the Senator. from 
New Hampshire make the statement:which he is 
reported in the National Intelligencer to have made, 

‘iy relation to Mr. Buchanan., If I had, I should 
have raised the question of accuracy with him 
then. 1 heard the Senator from New York make 
the statement in relation to Mr. Jefferson, and 
heard it promptly answered by my colleague and 
the Senator from Michigan. Certainly, it ig not 
true that Mr. Buchanan or Mr. Jefferson have 
ever announced, that the Democracy of the North 
were the allies of slavery in the South. That they 
have announced that the Democracy of the North 

were the natural allies ‘of the South, is true, and it 
has been my pride to believe them so. I wish f 
could feel that it were as true now, as in the days 
when Mr. Jefferson pronounced it. . The Democ- 
racy of the North are, or should be, the natura} 
allies of the South in this; that strict construction 
being the basis of their creed, they therefore 
should protect them in their constitutional rights— 
the only guaranty that the minority has ever de~ 
sired, and one of which it can never be honestly 
deprived, under a confederation like our own. 
This sort of alliance Mr. Jefferson referred to, and 
this sort of alliance Mr. Buchanan claimed for the 
Democracy of the North. If that be all that the 
Senator from Néw York meant, he used bad lan- 
guage to state his meaning. If that be all that the 
Senator from New Hampshire. meant, he can 
find in the speeches of Mr. Buchanan a full cor- 
roboration of that opinion. If more, the Senator 
from New Hampshire, 1 think, will fail in his | 
researches, 

In February, 1842, Mr. Buchanan stated, what 
I believe he would still maintain if he were here, 
and what I understand the Senator from Michi- 
ganon my right [Mr. Cass] to have maintained 
the otherday. Inan argumenton the veto power 

Mr. Buchanan said, at the time to which | have 
referred: 

“Let me suppose another ease of a much more danger- 
ons character. In the southern States, which compose the 
weaker portion of the Union, a species of property exists 
which is now attracting the aitention of the whole civilized 
world, These States ucver would have become pa ties to 
the Union, had not the:r rights in this property been secured 
by the Federal Constitution, Foreign and domestic fanat-' 

i ics, some from the belief that they are doing God's service, 
and others from a desire to divide and destroy this glorious 

Republic, have conspired Lo emancipate the southern slaves, 

On this question, the people of the South, beyond. the lim- 


its of their own States, tand alone and unsupported by any 
power on earth, except that of the nerthern Democracy.” 


That is what Mr. Buchanan stated. Let the 
Senator from New Hampshire produce anything 
of his inconsistent with this. It was farther am- 
plified and powerfully illustrated in the continua- 
tion of this speech. To this speech I refer the 
Senator from New Hampshire in any researches 
he may have to make, to sustain his assertion on 
this subject. I have read from it, because in it I 
believe Mr. Buchanan went further than in any 
ather, and because I am proud of the position 
therein taken by that illustrious member of ‘the 
northern Democracy. 

Mr. CASS. I desire to say one word upon this 
matter, as this discussion arises out of a portion of 
my speech the other day. I was remarking that 
the charge of the Senator from New Yark against 
the northern Democracy, was very disingenuous, 


i In answer, I wastold it was the expression of Mr. 


Jefferson. I had never heard the expression be- 
fore. In return, I applied to the Senator from 
New York, to know if he intended to use itin the 
sense in which Mr. Jefferson employed it? Mr. 
Jefferson meant it as a compliment to the Democ- 


| racy of the North for adhering faithfully to the 
provisions and compromises of the Constitution. 


That was the way in which Mr. Jefferson used it, 
I supposed the Senator from New York to intend 
to casta slur upon every gentleman of the Demo- 
cratic party here who takes that ground, but he 
disclaimed. any such intention. 

On motion by Mr. MANGUM, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 
after which, on motion, 
~ The Senate adjourned. 


1850, 
“HOUSE OF. REPRESENTATIVES...) = 
Turspar, March 19718505 9° = 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. BURT called for-the regular arder- of. busi- 
ness. : LPT BE De Neg neta ao 
CONTESTED ELECTION IN IOWA: 
The SPEAKER, by unanimous ‘consent, laid 
before the House certain depositions, which had 
been transmiited ‘to him, touching the contested | 
election from the Staté’of Towa,’ * 2 
The papers were referred to the Committee on 
Elections, 0 0O TS ` 
WOODWORTH’ S PLANING MACHINE. 
The SPEAKER announced the regular order of | 
business tobe. the motion, made. by the gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. Concer,] to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill reported from the Commit- 
aee on. Patents, to extend the patent heretofore | 
granted to William Woodworth, had been referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House. i 
THE WHITNEY RAILROAD. 
_ Mr. FULLER, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, (which committee, by the rule, is empowered 
to report at any time,) to which was referred the 
subject. of printing extr copies of the report of 
the Committee on Roads and Canals, accompany- 


ing a bill. to set apart and sell to Asa Whitney, of || 


New York, a portion of the public lands, to ena- | 
le him to construct a railroad from Lake Michi- 
gan, or the Mississippi river, to the Pacific ocean, 
made a report thereon in favor of printing 5,000 | 
copies of said report. 

Mr. BOW LIN took the floor, and addressed the 
House, during the hour, on the general project of 
the Whitney railroad, and in opposition to the | 
provisions of the bilt, to aid in its construction. | 
{The remarks will be published hereafter. ] | 

Mr. B: had not concluded, when the SPEAKER | 
announced the expiration of his hour. | 

Mr. ROBINSON obtained the floor. 

Mr. BAYLY asked the gentleman from Indiana | 
{Mr. Rogxson] to yield the floor, to enable him | 
{Mr. B.) to move, in conformity with the notice | 


which he had yesterday given, that the Fouse re- f 


solve itself into Committee of the Whole on the | 
state of the Union, for the purpose of taking up | 
the bill to supply deficiencies in the appropriations | 
ae service of the fiscal year ending June 30th, | 

Mr. ROBINSON inquired of the Speaker wheth- 
er, if he should now yield ta the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. Bayvy,] the subject before the 
House would come-up as the first business in 
order to-morrow morning? | 

The SPEAKER said it would come upas the | 
first business in order, and the gentleman from In- 
diana [Mr. Rosinson] would be entitled to the 
floor. 

Mr. ROBINSON. Then I shall be heard to- 
morrow, when I shall hope to show that the objec- 
tions taken to this bill by the gentleman from 
Missouri (Mr: Bowity] are baseless, unfounded, 
and puerile. à 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the House resolve it- 
self into Committee of the Wholeon the stateof the 
Union, for the purpose of taking up the deficiency 
bill; bat Mr. B. waived the bill, at the request of 

Mr. THOMAS, who, by unanimous consent, 
submitted a motion to discharge the Committee on 
Claims from the further consideration of the peti- 
tion of William Hardin, and to grant leave to | 
withdraw the papers in the case from the files of | 
the House. 

The question was taken, and the motion was | 


| 
\ 
iu 
| 
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reed to. : 
Mr. BAYLY then renewed his motion that the | 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve | 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of | 
the Union, but again waived the motion, at the re- | 
quest of Mr. McCiernanp. : | 
CONVENTION WITH BRAZIL. ! 

i 

| 


Mr. McCLERNAND, from the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, to which had been referred the 
bill from the Senate to provide for carrying into | 
effect a convention between the United States and | 
the Emperor of Brazil, reported back the same- 

On motion by Mr. MeC., the bill was referred | 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of | 
the Union, and was made the special order of the | 
day for Thursday next. 

4 


The question. -then recurred on the motion of 


i| accomplished, be (Mr. B.)-would cheerfully yield |) ` 


Mr. SCHENCK l. M: Post Office 
waive the motion, in order that many communi--} printed, -< 


cations lying on the Speaker’s: table might- be |i. 


taken.up and disposed of, 


“Mr. BAYLY said, that if it was the opinion of | 
the Chair that the ohject of the gentleman could be | 


the floor; otherwise not... A ! 

The SPEAKER stated, that there was an Ex- | 
ecutive ‘communication, (i. e., that. covering Sir 
Henry Bulwer’s letters. on. the. coastwise trade, |i 
&«.,) upon which debate was. pending; but sug- |, 
gested that. there were a number of communica- |) 
tions on the table which should be referred to the 
appropriate committées, and that the process ; 


would not consume much time if debate did not 


arise. 
Mr. BROOKS would not object, he 


the object of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 


Scuencx,] provided it did not interfere with the 


Executive communication, transmitting the letters 
from Sir Henry Bulwer. 


Mr. BURT hoped, he said, that, by unanimous 


consent, Senate bills on the Speaker’s table, not 
giving rise to debate, would also be taken up and 
disposed of. 

Jt was now agreed by general consent, that Ex- 
eculive communications, and Senate bills on the 
Speaker’s table, not giving rise to debate, should 
be taken up and disposed of. 

Mr. VINTON rose to inquire what the bill was, 
which had a few minutes before been reported by 
the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. McCrsrnanp] 
from the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

The SPEAKER directed the title of the bill to 
be read. 

And it was read accordingly. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 

The SPEAKER then laid before the House 
the following Executive communications, &c,: 

I. A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, 
transmitting copies of the Navy Register for the 
year 1850, for the use of the members of the House 
of Representatives; which letter was laid upon the 
table and ordered to be printed. 


II. A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, , 
transmitting, in compliance with the act of Con- §i 
gress of August 26, 1842, and the resolution of the 
House of Representatives of January 13, 1846, a: 
statement showing the names of the clerks and |j 
other persons employed in the Navy Department, |: 
during the year 1849, the sum paid to each, and |} 
the residence of each at the time of his appoint- j 
ment; which letter, and accompanying documents, 
were referred to the Committee on Expenditures of 


the Navy Department, and ordered to be printed. 
II. A letter from the Secretary of War, trans- 
mitting, in compliance with the resolution of the 
House of Representatives of the 25th February 
last, the result of the examinations which have 
been made by the officers of the Topographical 
Bureau, of the harbor of Sandusky Bay, on Lake 
Erie, and the estimate necessary for the improve- 
ment of that harbor. Also, transmitting the pres- 


ent condition of the public works at the harbor of i 
| The bill entitled an act to increase the Commis- 
| 


Cunningham’s Creek, on Lake Erie, and informa- 
tion in regard to the cost and expediency of com- 
pleting the light-house at that point, with papers 


referring to the commerce, manufacturing, and | 


agricultural resources of that locality; which letter 
and documents were, on motion ky Mr. WENT- 


worth, referred to the Committee on Commerce, |! 


and ordered to be printed. 


IV. A letter from the Secretary of War, trans- ; 
mitting, in compliance -with the resolution of the |, 


13th of February last, the report of Major Woods, 


who was dispatched to the Red River of the North, ;; 
in the summer of 1849, with such other documents, |; 
relating to the said expedition, as tend to show the | 
condition of affairs on the northwestern frontier 
of the Territory of Minnesota; which letter and | 
documents. were referred to the Committee on 


Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


V. A letter from the Postmaster General, trans- 
mitting, in compliance with the resolution of the ii 
Tth February, a synopsis of the contracts made |j 
with the Navy Department, for the transmission |) 
of the mails between New York and Chagres, and 
between Panama and San Francisco, and Oregons | in 
also, in relation to the amount of revenue derived 
from such transmission of the mails; which letter 


said, |, 
to any course of proceeding which would effect :: 


‘showing allowances.to officers of the army, which 
_ appear in the accounts of the disbursing officers 
| of the Quartermaster and: Engineer Department, 
&c., which letter and accompanying documents 
| were, on motion by Mr. Barty, referred to the 
| Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to 
i be printed. : Hop 

VIL. A letter from the Postmaster General, 
| transmitting, in compliance with the act-of the 26th 
| August, 1842, a report from the disbursing agent 
| of the Post Office Department, for the year ending 
! 
l] 
i 


i 
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December 31, 1849; which letter and report were, 
on motion by Mr. Puexes, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Expenditures of the Post Office Depart- 
! ment; and ordered to be printed. ; 
Ho EX. A letter from the Postmaster General, trang- 
i| mitting, in compliance with the act of the 26th 
August, 1842, a list of the clerks and other per- 
sons employed in the Post Office Department for 
the year 1849; which letter and accompanying 
|| document were referred to the Committee on Ex- 
i penditures of the Post Office Department, and or- 
| dered to be printed. 
| X. A letter from the Postmaster General, trans- 
mitting, in compliance with the resolutions of the 
4th February last, statements showing the number 
of failures of the mail on the route between the 
cities of Washington and New Orleans, during 
each of the years ending un the 31st of December, 
: 1848 and 1849, &e.; and also, the probable cost of 
i running the daily express mail between Griffin, in 
Georgia, and Mobile; which letter and accompany- 
ing documents were referred to the Committee on 
Expenditures of the Post Office Department, and 
| ordered to be printed. 

Xi. A communication from the Secretary. of 
the Treasury, transmitting statements from. the 
Register of the Treasury, in compliance with the 
third section of the act to. carry ‘into effect. the 
treaties concluded bythe Chickasaw:tribe,of n=, 
dians,-on the 20th.of October, 1832, and 24th-May, 
1834, which provides that a special account of the 
funds, under the said treaty, shall be kept.at the 
Treasury, and “a statement thereof shall be an- 
nually laid before Congress,” which was re- 
ferred to the Committee of Ways aud Means, and 
ordered to be printed, : 4 

SENATE BILLS. p7 

The SPEAKER then proceeded to lay before the 
House, bills and a joint resolution from the Senate 
upon the Speaker’s table, as follows: ; 


Ht 


i! 
| 


‘| 


iy 
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i 
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i sariat of the United States, was read a first and 
: second time by its title, and 

On motion of Mr. BURT, referred to the Co 
mittee on Military Affairs. < 

The joint resolution to authorize the payment of 
twelve thousand dollars to the Winnebago Indians, 
| was read a first and second time by its tide, and 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. ; 

. The bill entitled an act to authorize the Secretary 

of the Treasury to make an arrangement or com- 
promise with Mangle M. Quackenboss, and his 
codbligors, or any of them, ‘for claims on bonds 
given by them as sureties to the United States, 
was read a first and second time by its title. 

Mr. JONES moved that the bill be referred to the 
| Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
$O Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, said that 
the bill should be referred to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, having been before that Committee in the 
other house. 

Mr. JONES sai 
been beforé any Committee, or either house. 
sisted on his-motion. 

i The question was put on the motion of Mr. 
|i Jongs, and decided in the negative. 


m» 
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d the bill should never have 
He 


i 


March 1? 9, 


_ The bill was then referted to the Committee on 
‘the Judiciary. ne eee BITEN 

' The SPEAKER, by unanimous ‘consent, prè- 
sented the memorial of the Legislature of the State 
of Michigan, relative to certain donations of land 
heretofore granted: to actual residents or inhabit- |; 
‘ants.of the then Territory of Michigan; which was 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims, 


and ordered to be printed. © 77 : i 
` Mr. BAYLY. now renewed the. motion, that the 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, for the purpose of taking up the de- 
ficiency bill. : ae S 
The question having been taken and decided in 
the affirmative; E : 

The Flouse resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state. of the Union, (Mr. Boyn, of 
Kentucky, in the chair.) 

CALIFORNIA. 

The CHAIRMAN announced the unfinished 
business. before the committee to be the special 
message of the President of the United States, 
transmitting the constitution of California, and of 
the bill heretofore introduced by Mr. Dory, pro- 
viding for her admission as a State into the Union. 

And the CHAIRMAN announced that the gen- |! 
tleman from Oregon, 

Mr. THURSTON, was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. BAYLY (Mr. Tuursrow yielding for the |! 
purpose) moved that the committee proceed to the 
consideration of the deficiency bill, 

Mr. THURSTON desired, he said, to be in- 
formed on what ground he yielded the floor? 

The reply of the CuaramMan was not heard, 

Mr. VINTON sugeestéd that the California 
message, &e., should be laid aside informally, and 
that the committee should, by general consent, 
eee, to the consideration of the bill indicated 

y the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Bayzy.] 

Mr. BAYLY again made his motion. 

Mr. WENTWORTH desired to be informed 
by the Chair, what would be the effect of that 
motion? Must not the first question be on laying 
aside the California bill? 

The CHAIRMAN made a remark not heard. 

Mr. WENTWORTH hoped, he said, that the 
motion would be putin the proper form. 

- The CHAIRMAN said that the California bill 
would be first in order, 

Mr. VINTON said that, to avoid difficulty 
hereafter, he would suggest that, instead of taking 
a vote on laying aside the bill, it should be laid 
aside informally, by common consent. 

Mr. WENTWORTH desired to be informed 
by the Chair whether, if the debate on the Cali- 
fornia bill was closed, the deficiency biil would 
then be in order? 

The CHAIRMAN said he did not know how 
the bill stood upon the calendar. 

Mr. WENTWORTH said he should insist on ; 
the regular order. 

Mr. SCHENCK suggested that, by the rule of 
the House, the business in Committee of the 
‘Whole on the state of the Union must he taken 
up in the order of its reference; but that when a 
a bill was under consideration, any member might | 
object to proceeding with its consideration, and 
might move to take up any other bill. If the | 
committee should take up other business, the bill 
originally under consideration would be laid aside 
for that day, and any gentleman entitled to the || 

oor upon it, would be entitled to speak whenever | 
the subject should again be taken up. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Bayiy, and was decided in the affirmative. 

So the special message of the President, and the || 
California bill, were laid aside. i 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the committee take up | 


THE DEFICIENCY BILL. 

Mr. JONES rose to a question of order, He did |! 
not think, he said, that a majority of the commit- |! 
tee had a right to pass over all business in this |! 
way, and to take up any special business. By |i 
reference to the rules, it wouid be seen that it was 
provided that business in Committee of the Whole | 
on the state of the Union should be taken up in | 
its order, 

Mr. TOOMBS. Icall the gentleman to order. 
The question has been taken, and decided. 

Mr. JONES. And it is upon that decision that || 
Tam making the question of order, 

Mr. TOOMBS. The gentleman is too late. The 


| question has been put by the Chai d 
‘Phe gentleman cannot raise his point of order now 


| until they got through with this bill. 


j now fairly stdted to the committee, 


the Chair, and decided. 


—itis too late.” ‘It should have. been submitted be- 
fore the question was taken. == > : 

Mr. JONES. T donot allow that a majority 
can dispose of the public business in this way. 
The business must be taken up in its order, unless 
objection is made. > É ASKi ne 

ome coriversation followed’ between the CHAIR 
and. Mr. Jonses—when' the conversation ended. 

The committee then proceeded to the corisidera- 
tion of the bill ‘to supply deficiencies in’ the ap- 
propriations for the service of the fiscal year end- 
ing the thirtieth of Juné, 1850.” 

The bill was read through, and several clerical 
errors were, on the motion of Mr. BAYLY, cor- 
rected, 

-The bill was then taken up by sections. 

Mr. BAYLY said he did not rise to present any 
remarks at length upon this bill. It was what it 
purported to be, a bill to supply deficiencies of. 
appropriations for objects already authorized by 
law. But he had to suggest to the committee, and 
to urge upon them most earnestly, that they would 
not, upon this bill, undertake to go into the gen- 
eral subjects of debate, which were now being dis- 
cussed in Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, upon the California message: That 
message would come up again as soon as this bill 
should be disposed of. It was an appropriation 
bill which ought to pass. He hoped gentlemen 
would defer (in imitation of the example set by 
the gentleman from Oregon) any general debate 
And he 
must also. say in advance, that he might not be 
considered discourteous to any member who should 
get the floor, that if gentlemen attempted to go into 
a general debate in reference to California, New 
Mexico, slavery, &c., upon this bill, he should 
make the point óf order. But he hoped he should 
be saved from this unpleasant necessity, by the 
general concurrence of the committee, and thatthe 
debate would be confined to the merits of the bill 
under consideration. 

Mr. MOORE said he was not acquainted with 
the general merits of the bill, but there was one 
item in which he felt.a good deal of interest. 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that the bill would 
be considered by sections, and that any section 
could be amended when it should be reached. 

The first and several succeeding sections were 
read and passed without objection. 

FIRST COMPTROLLER’S OFFICE. 

The following section being under consideration, 
viz : 

For the salary of one messenger in the office of 
the First Comptroller, from the Ist July, 1849, 


| to 30th June, 1850, $700, 


Mr. JONES moved to strike out the section. 
He said by the act passed at the last session, 
creating the Department of the Interior, certain of 
the duties of the First Comptroller were trans- 
ferred to that department, and the messenger of 
the First Comptroller was transferred with them, 
The Comptroller had transferred the messenger in 
accordance with the law, and then without author- 
ity of law, had filled the vacancy trus created by 
the appointment of another messenger, and this 
was a proposition to sanction that unauthorized 
act, and create another officer. 

Mr. BAYLY said that what the gentleman from 
Tennessee had said was perfectly true; but from 
the transfer of this messenger from the office of the 


| First Comptroller, had arisen an indispensable ne- 


cessity for the appointment of a new messenger. 
The law creating this new department had been 
enacted upon the last night of the session—a 
good deal in a hurry, and there were omissions in 
itin many particulars. For instance, there was 
no appropriation paying the salaries of any of the 
clerks, and hence it was that this bill was necessary 
to pay them. Now, in the office of the Secretary 
of the Interior, from the fact that his business was 
so distributed about in other departments, it had 
been indispensable that they should have more mes- 
sengers than had been provided for. In view of 
these facts, the Committee of Ways and Means 
had sanctioned this action. But the matter was 
t and they could 
make whatever disposition of it they chose. 

„Mr. JONES said that the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia had stated that the act creating the Depart- 
ment of the Interior had passed on the last night 


tby that act created. 


of the session, and did not make the necessary ap- 
propriations for paying the salaries.of the -officers 
He (Mr. J°) was perfectly 
willing that, in this deficiency bill, appropriations 
should be made, and he thought they ought.to be 
made, to pay the salaries of all officers created by 
that act, and for the payment of whose. salaries no 
appropriation had been made. - But it -was not a 
mistake of the Congress which had passed that 
bill, and-created this départment, that there. was 
a failure to create more officers. It was not be- 
cause of. the-lateness of the session that they had 
not, but, having transferred many duties formerly 
devolved upon the First Comptroller to the Com- 
missioner of Customs, they had transferred some 
of the clerical force, and also the messenger. The 
First Comptroller, then, without authority of law, 
after this transfer of messenger from him, had 
made another: messenger for his own office. It 
was this unauthorized and illegal act against which 
‘he protested. 

The question: was taken on. the motion of Mr. 
Jones, and decided in the negative—-ayes 33, noes 
not counted. To 

So the committee refused to strike out-the. sec- 
tion. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR. 


The following item being under consideration, 

For salary of the chief clerk in the office of the 
Secretary of the Interior, from the 9th March, 
1849, to 30th June, 1850, at the rate of $2,000 per 
annum, $2,719 17, © 

Mr. HAMPTON moved an amendment as fol- 
lows: Strike out the above paragraph, and insert, 
“ For salaries of chief clerk, and other:clerks in 
the office of the Secretary of the Interior, from the 
9th March, 1849, to the 30th June, 1850, the sum 
of $14,568 32. 

Mr. HH. said. it would be recollected, that 
the bill establishing the Department of the In- 
terior had passed the House at the last session of 
Congress, some time previous to the close of the 
session, and gone to the Senate, where, as had 
been stated by the chairman of the Committee of* 
Ways and Means, [Mr. Bayty,] it had remained 
until the last night of the session, when it had 
been passed: and returned to this House with 
amendments. No time had then been allowed for 
making sufficient appropriations to ai this de- 
partment into effect. No provision had been made 
tor any officers in the office proper of the Secretary 
of the Interior, except the chief clerk. Lt had been 
necessary, therefore, for the Secretary to employ 
a sufficient number of clerks, to enable him to or- 
ganize and carry into effect that department, which 
had been created by the act of Congress. Jn order 
to do so, he had found it necessary to employ some 
five or six additional clerks. In the estimates 
which had been sent to the House, and which had 
been before the Committee of Ways and Means, 
an appropriation was included sufficient to pay 
these clerks. They were employed about the 19th 
March, 1849, and had continued to discharge im- 
portant duties from that time up to the present, bat 
not one dollar had been appropriated for, or re- 
ceived by, these clerks. And the question was, 
whether Congress would. take the labors of 
these gentlemen from that time to this without 
compensation, or whether it would make sufficient 
compensation to pay them for their services. The 
Committee of Ways and Means had addressed a 
note to the Secretary of the Interior, making in- 
quiry in regard to the employment of these clerks, 
and their duties. He would now send to the 
Clerk’s table, to be read, the answer of the Secre- 
tary, which placed this matter in so strong and 
clear a light, that it seemed hardly necessary to 
say a word in addition. 

Mr. VINTON. Will the gentleman give way 
one moment? 

Mr. HAMPTON. Certainly. 

Mr. VINTON said he had understood the gentle- 
man to say that no provision had been made for 
clerks in the office proper of the Secretary of ‘the 
Interior by the act creating the department. In 
that act provision was made for the transfer from 
the Treasury Department of a number of clerks to 
the office of the Secretary of the Interior, to dis- 
charge similar duties in that office—that was to 
say, the bill creating that department made pro- 
vision for clerks in the office proper of the Secre- 
tary of the Interior, but those clerks were to be 
taken ont of the Treasury. Department. When 


the Department of the Interior-was.put into-opera- 
tion, application. was madeto. the Treasury De- 
partment for the transfer of those clerks: it turned: 
out on examination. that there:were no clerks 
whose duties were confined to. the duties, the dis- 
charge.of which had. been... transferred. The 
consequence was, that. the Department of the Inte- 
rior, instead of: getting the necessary. clerks: from 
the Treasury: Department had not got a solitary 
clerk, . It had, therefore, become necessary for the 
Secretary: of. the Interior to employ. these clerks. 
The. law intended that they. should be had from 
the Treasury Department, but it turned out upon 
examination that they could not-be had.. That 
was the state of the case. 7 

Mr. McLANE rose to a point of order, and 
called the. attention of the Chairman’to the eighty- 
first rule, which is as follows: 

«No appropriation shall be reported in such general ap- 
propriation bills, or be in order as an amendment thereto, | 
for any expenditure not previously authorized by law, unless 
in continuation of appropriations for such public works and 
objects as are already in progress, and foc the contingen- 
cies for carrying on the several deparunents of the Govern- 
ment.?? 

He objected to the amendment as out of order 
under this rule, the officers for which it provided 
not being authorized by law. The gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Vinrox,] he said, had taken pains to 
explain. that. the law did not provide for these 
additional clerks, but thatit provided expressly 
for.the transfer of clerks. from other departments 
to the office of the Secretary of the Interior. The 
amendment was, he contended, therefore out of 
order, as no clerks were authorized by the law of 
the last session, except those specifically mentioned 
in the law. 

Mr. RUMSEY inquired where the gentleman 
found the authority for appropriations for sta- 
tionery for any of the departments? 

The CHAIRMAN arrested the debate on the 
point of order, and decided the amendment in 
order. d 

Mr. HAMPTON then sent up to the Clerk’s 
table, where it was read, the following letter of the 
Secretary of the Interior, to which he had before 

- alluded: 


Departmen OF THE [NTERIOR, 
WASHINGTON, Junuary 28, 1850. 

Sır: {have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, this 
morning, of your letter in relation to the estimates for this 
department. . 

The reasons explanatory of the necessity of employing 
clerical aid in the performance of the duties required of the 
department, which could not be postponed or neglected, 
and why no aid could be received by a transfer from the 
Treasury Department proper, are given in the second and 
third paragraphs of my report af the 3d of December last, 
accompanying the annual message of the Presideut, and 
to which [beg leave to refer you. 

The first item (on pag. 3 of the estimates) being for de- 
ficiencies for the fiscal year, ending 30th June, 1849, is 
intended to cover the expenditures for clerk hire during the 
last four months of that year, and includes S311 11, the 
amount of the salary of the chief clerk for thet period—the 
residue of. the sum mentioned, heing for the payment of the 
salaries of the other crerks, and for temporary clerical as- 
sistance necessarily employed during that time. 

The enclosed statement, marked A, shows the number, 
salaries, and duties of the clerks, not provided for by law, 
and now employed in the department proper. By this 
statement, it will be perceived, that the aggregate salaries 
of the four elerks now doing duty therein, but who are yet 
upon the pay rolis of the General Land Office, Indian Office, 
and Pension Office, amount to $5,700. ‘These salaries 
properly belong to those bureaus, and are needed for the 
proper transaction of business therein; and so soon as au 
appropriation is made for the clerks nec y for this de- 
partment for the present fiseal year, as estimated by the 
second item, those salaries will be returned to those offices 
and be applied to the payment of clerks doing duty therein. 
The aggregate of the salaries of the persons now employed, 
as clerks in the department proper, is $12,500. 

Phe localities of we varioua bureaus, and the officers 
connected with the department, being so far apart, and the 
required intercourse therewith being constant, the services 
of the messenger transferred from the office of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, were found to be totaly inadequate, and 
therefore it became indispensable to employ another one, 
and also a laborer, and a smali boy (receiving $5 per month) 
tu attend to carrying books and papers to and from the dit | 
ferent offices, the care and cleaning up of the office rooms, ; 
bringsng up fuel, making fires, &c.,and the expenditures 
under these heads, prior to the 30th June last, amount to 
the sum specified as the third item. The fourth item is in- 
tended to cover those expenditures for the present fiscal 
year, and includes the salary of the messenger transferred 
from the office of the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Under the provisions of the act creating this department, 
the sum of $4,000 was transferred for its contingencies from 

he appropriations 
Department for the 
30th June, 1859. 


fiscal years ending 30th June, 1849, and 
The creation of. the department, as a 
matter of course, involved the necessity of providing the 
requisite office furniture, record hooks &e. The sum now 
asked for, as the fifth item, is deemed necessary to meet 
the ordinary current expenses of the department for the 
present year for those objects 


for the contingencies of the Treasury |! 


+ The item of $5,000,.for the purchase: 
upon the well-known necessity of having books to consult 
in the daily discharge of judicial and administrative duties. 
I cannot state, specifically, in advance; in what cases, oron 
what occasions, I shall need them. ‘The sum asked for, is 
small—barely sufficient, as L believe, to furnish such books 
as wiit be necessary for current use. k 

Fam, sir, very respeetfulty, your obedient servant, 

f : T. EWING, Secretary. 

Hon. ‘Tomas H. BAYLY, chairman of the Committee of 

Ways aud. Means, House of Representatives. 


Mr. HAMPTON also caused to be read a state- 
ment. fromthe same source, showing. the duties 
performed by these clerks respectively. 

He said he should detain the committee -but 
a few moments, because it appeared to him, from 
the case as stated in these communications from 
the Secretary of the Interior himself, it must. be 
manifest to every gentleman, that this appropria- 
tion was indispensably necessary if that department 
were to be carried on atall. It would be found, if 
gentlemen would turn to the number of clerks em- 
ployed, and to the appropriations for every other 
department, that all the departments, with per- 
haps one solitary exception, had more clerks than į 
were asked for by the Secretary of the Interior; 
while in no other department was there anything 
like the same amount of labor necessary to be per- 
formed. It would be recollected that in this De- 
partment of the Interior, the Indian, the Patent, the 
Pension, and the Land bureaus, the Penitentiary, 
as well as a vast variety of other matters, were 
included. One of these clerks, as was mentioned 
in the statement of the Secretary of the Interior, 
which had been read, prepared and drew all the 
requisitions upon the Treasury for moneys paid 
outin all the bureaus in that department, amount- 
ing, for the last year, since that clerk [Mr. King] 
had been in office, to the enormous sum of $5.17],- | 
641. That sum had been drawn out of the Treas- 
ury upon requisitions, amounting in number to 
2,261. All these requisitions must be drawn and 
prepared by the clerk; and that was but a portion 
of his duties. It would be recollected, also, that 
all appeals which come up from the Commissioner 
of Pensions, must be decided by the Secretary of 
| the Interior. It was utterly impossible for that 
officer to examine all the evidence in all these cases 
of appeal. The evidence must be prepared, briefs 
must be made out by the clerks, and submitted to 
the Secretary of the Interior for his decision. That 
department had charge, also, of the accounts of 
| all the marshals of the United States, and of all the 
district attorneys. 

It must be evident to. this committee and to the 
country, that if this department were to be carried 
on atall, it was essentially necessary that it should 
be provided with a suflicient force to carry it on 
efficiently. Why, when calls for information were 
made upon that department by Corgress, all. the 
| hands in that department were.set to work, and 

all other business was neglected. 


| the Interior, was not done previous to the creation 
of that department, by the number of clerks pre- 
viously employed, who were all now retained, and 
all these additional clerks asked for? 

Mr. HAMPTON replied, that it was done in the 
other departments of the Government—whether | 
| by the same number of clerks, or hy more or less, 
he knew not. 
Congress, creating this department, as had been 
stated by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Vinton,]} 
provided for the transfer of clerks from other 
| offices to the office of the Secretary of the Interior. 
Requisitions had been made npon the other 
departments, in accordance with the provisions 
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Interior had not been supplied with those clerks. 
That was a question which the gentleman might | 
| inquire into upon another bill—upon a bill, appro- í 
priating for these other departments—he might 
institute an inquiry, if he pleased, whether there 


t 


of a. library, rests’ || 


Mr. CABLE, of Ohio, interposed, and asked if |; 
all the business now done in the Department of |! 


But it mattered not—the act of |! 


of that act of Congress, and the Secretary of the || 


the- gentleman from Ohio=-was ‘to i 
tion, as he had been: directed by set of Co 
to. do, tothe Secretary of the. Treasüry;:fo 
transfer ofthe clerks from- his office.: The | 
tary of the Treasury might refuse or no 
refused from motives of regard. to~ th 
interest, (as he might-have done,)-how was ‘the 
Secretary of the Interior to.organize-and ‘carry on 
his department? Let the gentleman move a reso- 
tion instituting an inquiry into this matter, ifthe - 
saw proper, but why, he asked, stop this: depart- 
ment, simply because. the Secretary of the Trite- 
rior could not compel the Secretary of the Treasury 
to transfer a portion of his force to the Department 
of the Interior? While these duties were dis- 
clfirged in the Department of the Treasury, they 
had been mixed up with other duties; the clerks, 
i therefore, could: not be taken from the Treasury 
Department, and transferred to the Department of 
the Interior, without injury to the public service, 
The question, he repeated, and the only ques- 
tion, now was, shall Congress make provision for 
carrying on this department of the Governmentiby 
this small appropriation, or will it suffer.the pub- 
lic service to be injured for the want of a necessary 
i force in this department? He would go. with gen- 
tlemen for retrenchment and reform, in thé’ trae 
and proper sense of the term; he would go for-cut- 
ting down all expenditures, where it could be done 


| without injury to the public service—but he‘had 


no idea of ‘their laying their hands upon the. men 
who did the work in the internal departments of 
the Government; he had no idea of spreading a 
net to catch the small fish, and let the large ones 
pass through; he had no idea of muzzting the ox 
which treadeth out the corn. These men had la- 
| bored for twelve months and over—many times to 
| a late hour at night, which had been rendered ne- 
cessary in part by the calls of this House and the 
other House, for information—and now to refuse 
to pay them, while hundreds of men, receiving 
three times the pay which these clerks receive, 
and doing nothing, were continued in office, would 
be a beautiful spectacle—their ideas of economy 
would be appreciated by the country. He hoped; 
therefore, that the committee would at once adopt 
this amendment and pay these men for the public 
service they had performed. 

Mr. BAYLY said he desired only to submit a 
| few remarks upon the motion of his friend from 
Pennsylvania. The law, creating the Department 
of the Interior, provided for a chief of that depart- 
ment, and a chief clerk; the law, creating the office 
of Commissioner of the Customs, with a:salary of 
$3,000, also. gave him a chief clerk, with aosalary. 
of $1,700; the law, creating the office of Assistant 
Secretary of the Treasury, gave him also a:salary 
of $3,000, with a chief clerk, at a salary of $1,700., 
Thus these laws added. to the force which had 
existed prior to that time, six of the first class of 
officers, one head of a department, and two heads 
of bureaus, with their chief clerks. So far from, 
Congress contemplating, when they had passed: 
this: law, thatan increased force would be made 
necessary by the creation of the Department of 
the Interior, precisely the reverse had been the 
case. We had been told, in the debates in the two 
Houses of Congress, that by creating the Home 
Department, this office of Commissioner of Cus- 
toms, and of Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, 
by the division and distribution of the business 
provided for by that law, that the services of the 
officers would be more efficient, and that it would 
| require a smaller, rather than a larger, force. The. 
| law, creating these offices, and distributing «the 
business of the former departments among them, 
expressly provided, that the clerks in charge of 
the business, should be transferred with the busi- 
ness; and. it had not been contemplated that any 
greater increase of force would be necessary than 
the creation of these leading. officers, with their 
chief clerks. Now, when this matter came before 


were not more clerks in these departments than 
were necessary, Since a portion of their business į 
had been taken from them; but he (Mr. H.)! 
apprehended that that was not a question which | 
affected the present appropriation at all. The! 
question was, could the Secretary of the Interior | 
perform the duties required of him by the act | 
creating that department, without the necessary. | 


question, and the only question proper to be con 
sidered upon this. bill. . All that the Secretary of 
the Interior could do—as had been. suggested by 


| 
| 


force proposed in this amendment? That was the i 


|! them, and they made inquiries as to the necessity 


for these officers; which were employed without 
| the authority of law,,the reply which was given, 
and which they had heard to-day, was, that this 
force was absolutely, indispensnbly necessary #* 
and that the Secretary of the Interior had been 
| compelled to employ these officers without author- 
| ity of law, or that the public business would suf- 
fer. Granting, if they pleased, for the argument, 
that-all this was true, yet if the head of a depart- 
ment had undertaken to legislate, to create officers 
pander a necessity believed by him to exist—if Con- 


i 


gtesa,in establishing. this: department, had -pro+ 
vided him with: an insufficient force-to do‘the pub- 
Jig. baginess-and if it-wasdikely, or certain; that 
the public business would suffer in consequence of | 
a deficiency of force—the responsibility: would: be 
upon: Congress; Congress it-was.who should have | 
borne its and the. defence of: the Secretary: would 
have been perfect, when it: was found that:he‘could 
notitransact the ‘public. business “with: the force 
- which Congress: had. given him=-that he: hadvin- 
“dusiriously employed all the force the. law allowed 
him. He: (Mr. B.) was. not ‘one. of those. who 
were of the opinion, that under: this plea of neces- 
sity, a publi officer might violate the law. Let 
him do the best he. could; Jet him obey the law, as 
enacted: by Congress;.and.if-he found that Céii- 
gress‘had not provided a sufficient force, let Con- 
gress. be.applied.to, not under a sort of duresse, 
agin the present case, but with their hands loose— 
to decide whether this increased force was neces- 
sary or not. : 

e.knew and felt, to a very great extent, the 
force.of the argument of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, that the Government had had the services 
of these officers, and that it was rather a hard case 
to withold from them the compensation they had 
earned. But Congress ought not to have been 
placed in this situation. These men ought not to 
have been brought into the service of the Govern- | 
ment, when there was no law providing for their 
payment. Why it was perfectly useless for Con- 
gress to undertake to provide officers, their num- 
ber, and salaries, if the heads of departments | 
went on.to increase their numbers and fix their 
salaries, and then say: to Congress, You have had | 
their services and you must pay for them. Con- 
gress had better transfer at once all their authority 
to the headsiof departments. It was a bad prece- 
dent. -He hoped’ the House would set its face 
against it. Though he sympathized with these | 
men, and though, possibly, the services of some 
of them might be necessary, and ought to be pro- 
vided for, but provided for by striking down others 
whose duties they were now doing, he hoped this 
House would set its face against this precedent, 
and not allow officers to be employed in violation 
of law, and then come in and legalize the proceed- 
ings. He repeated, that he sympathized with 
these men, but here was a public duty devolving | 
upon this House. It was a beautiful: sentiment 
that - 

“ Merey, tho? sweet, enn but relieve the few, 

¿While justice is that good which seasons all”? 

He preferred, while discharging publie doties, 
to do justice to all, rather than give way to that | 
mercy to which his heart would incline him, but 
which do serious injustice and injury to the Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. CONRAD wished to ask a question of the 
gentleman from Virginias The gentleman did not 
deny the necessity of having these clerks ; be had 
understood the gentleman to admit that the duties | 
had been performed, and were necessary to be per- | 


formed. ji 


Mr. BAYLY. These clerks have been em- | 
ployed, no douht, very industriously. | 
Mr. CONRAD. And did not the gentleman | 
admit, very properly, also? i 
Mr. BAYLY. I beg the gentleman’s pardon; I 


didnot say properly, when it was done in viola- || 


tion of law: | 
Mr. CONRAD. T understood the gentleman to 

admit that these clerks had been employed in the 

discharge of public duties. g 


Mr: BAYLY. Certainly. i 


Mr. CONRAD. in the public service? H 
Mr. BAYLY. Certainly; employed in the pub- : 
lie service. l 
Mr. CONRAD. The gentleman admits, there- i 
fore, that these clerks have been employed in the | 
public service, and that they have properly dis- | 
charged their duties. And he expresses great sym- 


pathy, and quotes poetry, to prove to this House 
how laudable mercy is, and yet how unjust itis to | 
pay the clerks, who have been employed for the 
discharge of public duties, and properly. Now, 
Y there be any poetry, or even prose, or any justice : 
in’ this refusal of the gentleman to pay for honest | 
services rendered to the Government, I have very 
imperfect ideas of them all. 

Mr. BAYLY. 
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pursuance of the law which enacted that the clerks 
should bë transferred with the business which. was | 
transferred; and although. these clerks have: been 
usefully employed, Ido not know whether others 
have not been idle- in’ consequence of their-em- 
ployment.. {do know this, and although it is a 
Tepetition of what Ihave already said, I will again 
State it, that when this law was “before: Congress 
creating the Department of the Interior, with the 
Secretary and his chief clerk, with the -Commis- 
sioner of Customs and~his chief clerk, and” the 
Assistant Treasurer and his chief clerk; we ‘were 
all told’ that, so far from its leading to an increase 
of force, that the greater efficiency which this divi- 
sion would create, would dispense with the në- 
cessity of much of the force we already had. 

{A Voica., Is there any evidence that no clerks 
have been transferred ?] 

Mr. BAYLY. Some have been, but not a suf- 
ficient number. > 

Ihave now stated, as succinctly as I could, the 
reasons which have influenced us in this matter. 
I leave it for the committee to decide the question 
for themselves. f 

Mr. McLANE said that the committee would 
perceive that the bill, in the last clause, provided 
for temporary clerks in one branch of the Depart: 
ment of the Interior. Although he had been over- 
vuled by the Chair, and the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania decided in order under 
the 81st rule, he (McL.) did not mean to vote, 
upon an appropriation bill, compensation for 
any officer not authorized by law. He conceded 
fully the right of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and of this committee, to provide in their 
appropriation bills for the contingencies of any 
department of the Government; and in these contin- 
gencies, he was well aware that Congress at their 
discretion often provided for temporary clerks, 
but they were designated in the bill, or understood 
to be temporary clerks, and employed for tempo- 
rary purposes; and those temporary purposes 
were always explained. In this bill there was a 
provision in the last clause for temporary clerks; 
but the amendment of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania went further, and proposed that Congress 
should sanction the appointment, by the head of 
this department—not only. without authority of 
law, but in the very face of the Lith section of the 
law establishing the Department of the Interior— 
of permanent clerks, He submitted to. the com- 
mittee, that this was the very last department to 
whom this authority should be entrusted. He | 
was not disposed to detain the committee, nor tò 
introduce into this discussion matters which 


; could excite the least party feeling upon the other, 
| Or upon this, side of the house; but this Depart- 


ment of the Interior was the very department ‘of 
the Government to which they had all had their 
attention calied, and their anxieties excited. He 
had voted for the bill establishing this department, 
and be had voted for it upon the recommendation 
of the Executive Department of the Government, 
which had strongly urged upon Congress the pro- 
priety of instituting that department, and urged it 
upon the ground, that it would not increase either 
the power, patronage, or extent of these several 
bureaus—that it would simplify the business of 
the Government, and decrease the overwhelming 
labor of the other departments. Congress were 
now called upon, not directly to extend this 
department by law, but to sanction the very illegal 
acts of that chief of the department, who, by his 
administration of it, had made the department | 
odious. This was the truth, and it must be stated, 
that this very chief of the Department of the Inte- 
rior had brought the Department of the Interior! 


| itself into disrepute; and the course of conduct 


that had induced this feeling, had been in part, these 
very violations oflaw. Now, correctly or not, as 
might hereafter turn out, we had been told that 
the Secretary of the Interior had assumed powers, 
not authorized by law, in the appointment of off. | 
cers upon his own responsibility. 
had been rung from one end of the land to the || 
other; and the amendment and explanation this 
morning of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, | 
[Mr. Hamrron,]and the explanation of the gentle- | 
man from Ohio, Mr. Vixton,} were the first con- | 
| 
| 


firmations of the fact that he had violated the law, 
which it was in the power of this House to no- 
tice. 

Mr. VINTON interposed, and (the floor being 


| man from Pennsylvania. 


This charge || 


yielded for explanation) said, he didnot admit | 


that... Hè claimed that: the’ Secretary had éxer- 
cised his right under the law.’ x 
‘Mr. McLANE said he was not passing any 
judgment upon the view of the law taken by the 
gentleman from Ohio. ‘The gentleman had given 
his‘own explanation of the facts and the law. His 
(Mr. McL. ’s) construction of the law was: differ- 
ent; but he took the facts, as stated by the gentle- 
man. from Ohio. The gentleman did state. the 
fact; not that’the Secretary: of the Interior had 
employed temporary clerks, (for that was pro- 
vided for in another item of the bill,) but that he 
had supplied the places of those officers for which 
the law. did provide, by appointing them on his 
own responsibility.: Now, did we not all know 
that for the Secretary of the Interior to receive into 
his department existing officers, authorized by law, 
i.e., the chief of the Indian- Bureau, the chiefs 
of the Land Office, and of the Pension Office, and 
other subordinate clerks, was a very different thing 
from his going through the country to select his 
own officers, without authority of law, in addition 
to those in the bureaus just named? and he wished 
to call the particular attention of the committee, 
and of the country to the fact, that up to this:day, 
this violation of law had not been admitted, as it 
was now admitted, in the papers introduced by thé 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, and in the expla- 
nations of that gentleman, and of the gentleman 
from Ohio. The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Bayxy] had not stated the case to the committee 
as strongly as he might have done—as strongly as 
the facts justified. He (Mr. MclL.)’should not be 
restrained from a reference to the Executive rec- 
ommendations in public documents, which had 
urged Congress to pass this law. The committee 
would bear in mind, that this law had been framed 
upon the express recommendation of the Execu- 
tive Department, and that the officers had been 
designated who should be transferred from other 
departments to this, and such additional officers 
as were necessary, had been specifically provided 
for. j 
Mr. VINTON (interposing) said, that no clerks 
had been designated by name. The provision of 
the law was, that the clerks of the Treasury De- 
partment, performing like duties, should be trans- 
ferred. ; E 
Mr. McLANE replied that the gentleman from 
Ohio could not misapprehend him, nor could they 
differ. He(Mr. McL.) had had no idea of saying 
that the clerks had been designated, eo nomine, by 
their individual names, but that particular bureaus 
were designated—the chief clerks of the Indian, 
the Land, the Pension, and Patent Bureaus, and 
their subordinate officers; and it was provided by 
the law, that the officers there existing by law 
were to go—where? Only toa new chief. There 
could be no controversy on this point. The last 
item in. the bill provided for contingencies. The 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Rumsey] had 
asked him how stationery was provided for in the 
bill; he answered, just as temporary clerks were 
—by the provision which allowed appropriations 
for contingencies. ` : 
But that was not the amendment of the gentle- 
That amendment; as 
explained and sustained by the gentleman himself; 
and the gentleman from Ohio, was to provide by 
law for new clerks—not for those who had hereto- 
fore performed the duties in these bureaus; before 
they were transferred. Now this question—how- 
ever gentlemen might treat it—was nothing more 
or less than adding to the Department of the Inte- 
rior by law; it was not only the question of con- 
firming the act which established this department, 
but it was giving to it a greater extent, and greater 
powers—providing new and additional officers. 
If this were the question of the repeal of the 
law establishing this department, he was free to 
say, so far as his experience went, he would not 
let even the illegal, unauthorized conduct of the 
chief of that department influence his vote for 
the repeal, as he would let it influence him upon 
this particular vote. He would vote upon a prop- 
osition for the repeal of the law upon its own 
merits; if called on to vote upon that question, 
he would be happy now to make his confession, 
that he believed the establishment of this depart- 
ment was to be regretted, and that he considered 
it entirely unnecessary; that so far from it limit- 
ing the powers and patronage of the Executive 
branch cf the Government, it had increased them 
much; and he would be happy to concentrate, 


rather than ‘diffuse, the duties’abdthe “powers of 


the bureaus included in its administration. 
But they were called upon, not only to give the 
Department of the Interior-.more..power, but to 
recognize that in the chiéf-of the department which 
had made the department -itself obnoxious to the 
country.. He put-it to‘the committee, would:they, 
upon an appropriation bill providing for. contingen- 
cies and deficiencies, go further, and sanction in the 
chief of the department that which he had done 
illegally, in instituting new.clerkships—permanent 
clerkships—in the face of the law which told -him 
what clerkships he should have? He submitted 
that it was.a-direct infraction of the law—not only 
an unauthorized assumption of power, which might 
have been plead here to have been necessary, in- 
dispensable for the public service, and which Con- 
gress would then have provided for under this last 
item embracing provision for. temporary clerks, 
but an infraction of positive law. This committee 
would not forget, that if this department of the 
Interior was examined, it would be found that 
these bureaus, which were transferred, were all 
bureaus established by law, and that the power of 
appointment, within these bureaus, was regulated 
by law; that the law instituting the Indian bureau, 
the Patent; and Pension bureaus, did not now pro- 
vide that the chief clerks of each of those bureaus 
should be appointed by the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior, but some; or all; were:to be appointed by the 
chiefs of bureaus, who were responsible, and ap- 
pointed. by the President of the United States; that 
these men, who had been transferred, held their 
places by the power of an appointment beyond 
the control of this new officer, who had been cre- 
ated as the chief of this department; and yet we 
had heard that some of these had been removed 
by this sabordinate executive officer. Now, al- 
though they did not meet that question upon this 
bill, or have evidence before them of the fact of 
these ‘violations of the law, because the appro- 
priations for these officers, who had been trans- 
ferred, were not in’ the bill, yet they would, by 
this bill, sanction the administration of this De- 
` partment of the Interior in acts equally censur- 
able—an administration which, from one end of the 
country to the other, was now not only conceded 
to have been active in dispensing public patronage, 
and in so doing have been more efficient, more 
active, more proscriptive, and more influential 
upon the public mind of the country, than all the 
other departments combined: It had been found 
that this separation of departments, and creation 
of this new department, had. only had the effect 
of individualizing that power in the chief of the 
Department-of the Interior, which, heretofore, had 
been distributed through, and controlled by, the 
various bureaus transferred, and which had not 
been exercised by the chiefs of the departments, of 
which those bureaus had formed a part, with the 
zeal and spirit manifested by the new power created 
by thislaw. This question was one which it was 
very important for the committee to understand. 
He referred to it, because the amendment of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, brought to him, and 
proposed to endorse and sanction not only the 
usurpation, by the chief of the Department of the 
Interior, of powers unauthorized by law, but the 
infraction of existing laws; an offence which was 
only a part of the whole policy and administra- 
tion of that department. The Committee of the 
House, therefore, were not only called upon to 
increase this department, but to pass upon the 
conduct of an officer, in violation of positive law, 
which provided, in express terms, that certain 
bureaus then existing in the State, ‘Treasury, and 
War Departments, should be transferred to the 
Department of the Interior, and that all the’clerks 
of these several bureaus shouldbe under the con- 
trol and direction of the chief of the Department 
of the Interior, so far as they: were, by existing 
laws, under the control of the heads of depart- 
. ments, from which they were transferred; and in 
addition to these, provision was made for a chief 
clerk to the new department, and for no other offi- 
cer whatever. The violation of law now com- 
lained of, was the failure of the Secretary to con- 
fine himself to the existing clerks transferred to 
him by law, and his appointment of new and ad- 
ditional clerks, no t x 
lishing the Department of the Interior, or in any 
of the existing laws regulating the organization of 


the other departments. 


vis, SWEETSER desired to call the attention 


* 


t provided for in the law estab- | f 
|! couldsay briefly. Sometimes he, and others there, 


hen they had very little to s t took al i 
e a a ea cel 1o aprak | Was. the gentleman- from Virginia now satisfied ? 


| make the transfer, in obedience to law. 


sios 

aling on thè Secretary of the Treasury 
to inform the House why. the clerks, directed by 
the law-establishing the Department, of the inte- 
rior, to be transferred fromthe Secretary ofthe 
Treasury, had not. been:so transferred? That res- 
olution was laid. on the table, with the aid of gen- 
tlemen who sat on his right: Until that question 
was answered, he would not vote for paying the 
salaries asked for by this amendment. He de- 
sired to-ask his colleague [Mr. Vinton] if there 
had*been-any conflict between the Secretary. of the 
Interior and the Secretary of the Treasury, touch- 
ing the transfer of these clerks, which were di- 
rected by law to be transferred from the Treasury 
Department to the Department of the Interior? If 
there had been any such conflict or controversy, 
he desired to ask what was the result? . He would 
yield the floor in order to give his colleague an 
opportunity to answer the question eB ge 

Mr. VINTON said, in reply, that. he did not 
know precisely what his colleague meant by the 
word “conflict.” 
flict. The facts were simply these: the Secretary 
of the Interior had applied to the Secretary of the 
Treasury for a transfer of the clerks, and the latter 
had declined to make the transfer. . The reasons 
for this refusal were set. forth in the letter which 
had been already read by the Clerk. If that 
amounted to a conflict or controversy, there had 
been one. But he did not think the character of 
the correspondence justified that appellation. 

Mr. SWEETSER resumed. He had used the 
word, because public opinion had indicated every- 
where, that on this question a difference of opin- 
ion had arisen between the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury and the Secretary of the Interior. Whether 
this difference resulted in any controversy he-knew 
not; at any rate, he hoped the amendment would 
not be pressed until full explanation had been given 
on this point. He feltall the force of the argument 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, in favor of 
paying those who had been employed in the pub- 
lie service; but when we are acting on the defi- 
ciency bill, he thought all should come to a pause 
before they voted to pay the salaries of clerks who 
had been appointed, in violation of law, to take 
the duties of those who had been ordered to be 
transferred from the Treasury Department. In 
the face of the unsatisfactory explanation before 
us, and of the understanding when the bill to cre- 
ate a Department of the: Interior was passed, that 
it would create no‘additional expense to the pub- 
lic, he could not vote for the amendments. This 
act of the Secretary of the Interior, was in the face 
of the law as it passed, and gentlemen. on. the 
other side ought to make satisfactory explanations 
when they ask for an appropriation to justify it. 

He did not stand here to give his vote against 
the payment. of salaries due for services faithfully 
performed for the Government; but he did stand 
here to resist usurpation of power on the part of 
an executive officer, in employing clerks which 
could only be properly employed when authorized 
by alegisiative act. He agreed with the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, that it ts 
lime we should stand firm, and shake of ail these 
claims on Congress to pay for services which had 
fo authority in law. He would say, fucther, that 
it was the daty of the Secretary of the Interior, 
when he found he was unable to get the clerks de- 
signated by Jaw, transferred from the Treasury 
Department—feeling that the law creating his office 
had been passed in view of its bringing no further 
expense on the country—instead of sending to Con- 
gress for an appropriation, to pay for other clerks, 
should have sent back the business to the Treasury, 
and suffered the Secretary of that Department to 
bear the responsibility of disregarding the provis- 
ions of the law, and obstructing the public service. 

He could not say what the bureaus were which 
were ordered to be transferred. He believed there 
were four or five; and he was told that the bureaus 
only, without the clerks, had been transferred. It | 
was the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to 


Mr. SCHENCK said he would say afew words, 
without detaining the committee more ihana very 
few moments. He had litle to say, and that he 


| time to say that litle. What ke desired to speak 
| to, was the charge of usurpation of power, which 


He knew nothing.of any con- || 


of the-committee 10 the fact, that early inthe se : d 
the gentleman from . Mississippi offered..a |) 


contingency in violation of law. i 

Mr. BAYLY (having just entered) adopted the, 
explanation of his friend from Tennessee, 

Mr. SCHENCK resumed. | His mistake, then, 
was this: the chairman of the Committee of Ways. 
and Means, it seems, did not admit whatevery one. 
else knew to beue, No one had set up a pretence 
that these. clerks were not all usefully employed, 
nor that they did not rendér service to the, Gove 
ernment, and that if they had been in the depart- 
ment by virtue of law, they would not have deserved 
to be paid.. The whole charge was, that there wag 
a usurpation of legislative power on the partof the 
head of the. department, in employing the clerks, 
which were necessary to enable him to perform the 
duties of his office, befure they were regularly ap- 
propriated for by law. ' 

W hut he desired to say on this subject to the 
House and to the country—and he spoke advised- 
ly—was, that there had probably not been a de- 
ficiency bill for the. last seven or eight years, in 
which precisely such cases as the present had not 
occurred, in the course of the last Administras 
tion, and previous to that, applicutions had been 
made to Congress to appropriate salaries for clerks 
who had been employed without the authority of 
jaw, and Congress had, in its discretion, if not in 
its wisdom, granted them. 5 

Since the commencement of this debate, he had 
called one of the pages, and sent him to the docus- 
ment room, with instructions to bring him any one 
of the. deficiency: bills, and here he had one.. It 
was the deficiency. bill for the year ending the 30th 
June, 1848. The very first item was an, appro- 
priation for an additional. clerk in the office of “the 
Fifth Auditor, whose services were rendered neces- 
sary by an increase in the number of light-houses, 
This clerk had been empfoyed by Mr. Secretary 
Walker, without the authority of law, and. the 
Secretary comes to Congress, and says he; had 
employed this clerk for eleven or twelve months 
without law, and requests an appropriation. to pay 
for his services.. Another cage, was the. employ- 
ment without legal sanction, of clerks necessary 
to bring up the business arising out of the Mexi: 
can war. The Secretary said, that he had not force 
enough to.bring up the business, and he employed 
more, and appropriations were made for their pay- 
ment. fn the bounty land office, clerks had Leen 
appointed in a similar manner, and had been paid 
by Congress. 

Mr. BAYLY (Mr. Scuencx yielding the floor 
for a moment) asked whether the clerks referred 
to had been employed in the recess, or during the 
session of Congress? j 

Mr. SCHENCK. Both during the session and 
in the recess. This one in the Fifth Auditor’s 
Office seems to have been appointed on the Ist of 
Jane, 1847. That was in the recess. - He had 
been employed half a year atJeast before the Ses- 
sion of Congress, when an appropriation was asked 
to. pay him, and h.s appointment legalized. S 

Mr. BAYLY asked if they were temporary 
clerks? t ; 

Mr. SCHENCK referred to the bill to show 
that this appropriation for the clerk inthe Fifth 
Auditor’s office. was from the Ist of June, 1847, to 
the 30th of, June, 1848—on to the end of the fiscal 
year, as upon a regularly-established clerkship. 


The bill supplied. the dates. ‘The clerk was em- 


% 
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oyéd n y inthe recess, but daring the ses- 
“sion,” There is. the ‘bill asat was reported, and 
here is the law as’ it subsequently assumed that 
form. “The “friends of the bill” made “various 
-ameidments, and: these amendments were princi- 
pally for the payment of clerks who had. been 
employed in the departments without the authority 
Of law. o> : AT er 
> Mr.S, here cited: several 
statement: In two of the items. of amendment | 
alone, nineteen thousand dollars appeared: to have 
‘beet appropriated for the payment of additional 
ks, whom the Secretary had been compelled 
“to: employ, and. for whose’ services he had comè- 
here and asked an ‘appropriation: The bill had 
been amended time and again, adding thousands 
upon thousands to pay for their services. And all 
this was during a Democratic Administration, and 
when the Whigs had a decided majority on this 
floor—the Whigs, instead of opposing, helping the 
Democratic Administration to sustain the Govern- 
ment, although involving appropriations for clerks 
hot employed according to law. And now we 
see an opposition raised up by a party not repre- 
senting a majority of the country—themselves 
a minority of Representatives -here, and in pow- 
er accidentally, as it were—trying to embarrass 
and break down the Administration, by refusing 
the appropriations necessary to pay those who 
bad been performing duties for the public—those 
very appropriations for which they themselves 
asked from a Whig majority in Congress. This 
was all he wished to say. The case wss be- 
fore the committee and before the country. If the 
clerks are admitted to have been usefully em- 
loyed, Jet them be paid for their services; if not, 
fet it be withheld. If they had rendered services 
no. matter whether we had a Whig or Democratic 
Administration, they are entitled to be paid; and 
he trusted and believed that, notwithstanding the 
“opposition of the chairman of the Committee of 
‘Ways and Means, they would be paid. 

r. GREEN made a brief reply to the gentle- 
man from Ohio, in reference to the statement as to 
the manner in which a Whig Congress had acted 
toward a Democratic Administration. The first 
point to which he would refer’ was, that Congress 

ad power to make these appropriations. This 
no man doubted. So far as the question of power 
is involved, there is no need of precedents—it i$ 
conceded by all. But the true question is, as to 
thé propriety of paying clerks who have been em- 
` ployed by the head of a department, without the 
previous authority of law. 

The bill of 1848, which had been referred to, 
did contain appropriations for the payment of 
clerks employed during the recess. And how are 
we to determine the propriety of these appropria- 
tions? We can only look to the necessity of the 
case. In 1848, how was it? There had been a 
great accumulation of business during the prece- 
ding year. On account of the war, the business 
of the offices had more than trebled. It was, at 
that lime, greater in the various bereaus than had 
ever been known; and the necessity for the em- 
ployment of additional force was conceded. How 
are we situated? Has the business now, in any 
of the departments or bureaus increased to such 
an extent since the creation of the Department of 
the Interior? Can the gentleman from Ohio point 
out any way in which there has been any unusu- 
al accession to the public business? Is there any 
such increase? He replied emphatically that there 
was nol, 

The Secretary of the Interior ought only to have 
employed the force specified in thelaw. The busi- 
ness of the country had not been increased. “On 
the contrary, it had diminished every where, ex- 
cept in the Third Auditor’s office. Quite different 
was the case in 1847 and 1848, when there was an 
unusual accumulation, 

Mr. SCHENCK (Mr. Green yielding the 
floor) desired merely to say, that there seemed to 
be no difference between the gentleman from Mis- 
souriand himself. The gentleman had not dis- 
turbed his argument, which was a reply to a 
eharge that the Secretary of the Interior had been 
guilty of an usurpation of legislative power in em- 
ploying these clerks. The question which the 
gentleman from Missouri was now arguing, was, 
as to the expediency of the measure. [ am quite | 
satisfied (said Mr. S.)-on that point. | 
_ Mr. GREEN resumed. If there was any par- | 
allel case, let us have it. if itbe unparalleled, the 


items ‘to sustain- his || 


gentleman can shọw.no-parallel, as he has shown 
hohe. = tn the settlement: of accounts, in-thggbu- 
réaus, it has been sometimes :found. necessary. to 
employ additional clerks, in aid of the accounting 
officers... But such was not :the:casé-here. The 
clerks in the Department of the Interior were only 
subordinate to: the head of that department, but 
are-intended: merèly-to occupy a-position between 
the Secretary -of the Interior and the Secretaries of 
the other departments.’ ‘They are clerks who ex- 
ercise a supervisory power, but whose business is 
Hot to: fevise or settle accounts. Thedaw says 
explicitly that-the Secretary of the Interior shall 
“not be allowed: any additional clerks, ‘The ex- 
press authority to employ one clerk, negatives any 
authority to employ more than one. It is in the 
face of the law by which the department was cre- 
ated. ‘There had been no such case in the history 
of our Government. In the accounting bureaus, 
additional élerks have been employed; but when 
this department was created, the law took care to 
withhold any such authority here. He disclaimed 
any intention to embarrass the Administration. 
He would never do so. 

Mr. G. then rapidly reiterated what he had be- 
fore said in reference to the difference in the con- 
dition of the public business now and in 1848. 
The country: knew very well that there was.now 
no pressure which rendered itnecessary to employ 
these additional clerks, and will believe that the 
only object is to obtain increased patronage. He 
desired that when the statements of the gentleman 
from Ohio went forth to the world, the facts which 
he (Mr. G.) had now stated, might go with them, 
side by side. 

The bill creating the Department of the Interior, 
although asked for by a Democratic Secretary, 
never had received his vote, and he never would 
vote for it. If the Secretary wanted clerks, let 
him come to this House and ask for them, and not 
assume the authority of employing clerks without 
the sanction of law. He hoped the amendment 


would not be adopted. 
M+. VINTON obtained the floor, but yielded 
toa motion that the committee rise. as 
The motion having been taken, and decided in 
the affirmative, 
The committee rose and reported progress, 
And the House adjourned. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. SCHERMERIORN gave notice of his intention to 
move for leave to introduce a bill to establish a portof entry 
and delivery in the town of Webster, on Lake Ontario, in 
the county of Monroe, State of New York, 


PETITIONS, &e. 

The following memorials, petitions, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees : 

By Mr. FULLER: The petition of James Roberts and 90 
other citizens of Hancock county, praying Congress to make 
an appropriation ior the erection of a light-Louse on Green’s 
island, in the entrance of Hurricane Sound, in the county 
of Hancock, and State of Maine. 

Also, the memorial of George Downs and 114 others, citi- 
zens of Washingtou county, Maine, praying for the imme- 
diate admission of the Stute of California into the Union. 

By Mr. THURMAN: The petition of Daniel Stewart and 
81 citizens of Luzerne, Warrea county, State of New York, 
asking specific duty on iron. 

By Mr. TUCK: The petition of B. D. Montague and 295 
others, citizens of ‘Tioga county, New York, torte prohibi- 
tion of slavery in the territories. 

Also, the petition of Lyndon King, of Fulton, New York, 
for the same. 

Also, the petition of George M. Carty and others, citizens 
of Lysander, New York, for the same. 

Also, the petition of James A. Hayt and 63 others, citizens 
of Steuben county, New York, for the same. ý 

Atso, the petition of L. C. Webster and 116 others, citizens 
of Hopkinton, Massachusetts, for the same. 

Also, the petition of John W. Maten and 75 others, citi- 
zens of Yates county, New York, for the same. 

Also, the petition of Stephen S. Sheldon and 180 others, 
citizens of the village of Brockport and vicinity, New York, 
for a reduction of postage. 


Also, the petition of 3. F. Wetmore and others, citizens 
of Massachusetts, for the same. f 


i 
f Turspay, March 19, 1850. 
i 


Also, the petition of Jonathan [reland and 54 others, 


eilizens of Dunbarton, New Hampshire, for the repeal of |! 


laws enacted or adopted by Congress for the support of | 
slavery in the District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of F. P. Avery and others, citizens of | 
Lysander, New York, for the same. 

Also, the petition L. C. Webster and 416 others, citizens 


of Hopkinton, Massachusetts, for the same. i 


Also, the petition of C. C. B. Walker and 63 others, citi- 
zens of Steuben county. New York, for the same. | 

Also, the petition of B. D. Montagne and 288 others, citi- | 
zens ol Tioga county, New York, for the same. | 

Also, the petition of Lyndon King, of Fulton, New York, 
for the same. a i 

Also, the petition of George M. Carty and others, citizens 


of Lysander, New York, praying that. no State may. be bere- 
after admitted into the Union unleas the Constitution of 
such State expressly prohibits’the existence of slavery within 
its limits. N 

- Also, the petition of: L. C. Webster and 116 others, citi- 
zeus of Hopkinton, Massachusetts, for the same... - 

Also, the petition of Lyndon King, of Fulton, New York, 
for the same. $ 

Also; the petition of B. D. Montagne and 300. others, citi- 
zens of Tioga county, New York, against the admission of 
more slave States into the dnion. 

Also, the remoustranee of Moses Paul and 220 others, citi- 

zens of Dover, New Hampshire, against the further exten- 
sion of the Woodworth patent’? (so called) by act.of Con- 
gress. : 
: By Mr, SCHERMERHORN: 'the petition of James 
Chappell and others, citizens of Rochester, New York, 
praying that the duty on foreign iron, as collected under the 
tariff act of 1845, be made specific. 

By Mr. KiNG, of New Jersey: Two petitions for cheap 
i postage; of two cents prepaid per half ounce on letters for 
any distancé—one fron inhabitants of Jersey City, and the 
other from inhabitants of Newark, New Jersey. 

Also, the petition. of 45 Jadies of Newark, New Jersey, 
for cheap postage, of two cents, prepaid, for half ounce let- 
ter postage for any distance, 5 

By Mr. FOWLER: Theremonstrance of Theadore Cobb 
and 67 others, citizens of Massachusetts, against the further 
extension of Woodworti?s patent. is Any 

By Mr. BROWN, of Indiana: The petition of John 
; Covertand 100 others, praying for a more effectual law to 
suppress the foreign slave-trade, and to aid the eflorts of the 
friends of colonization, 

By Mr. JACKSON, of New York: The petition of Ben- 
ry Bradicy, Churles C. Shepherd and 70 others, citizens of 
| Penn Yan, Yates county, New York, praying that no State 
hereafter be admitted into the Onion, unless the coustitution 
of such State shall expressly prohibit slavery within its 
limits. ; 

By Mr. WHITTLESEY: The memorial of William 
Johnson and others, citizens of the State of Ohio, praying 
for the establishment of a mail-route from Barlow, in Wash- 
ington county, to Coolville, in Athens county: 

By Mr. PECK: The petition of Orra Crosby and others, 
citizens of Hardwick and vicinity, Vermont, for the prohi- 
bition of slavery in the territories. : 

Alsu, the petition of A. B. Goodwin and others, of thesame 
place, for the abolition of the slave-trade in District of Co- 
luinbia. 

Also, the petition of Kiah Bailey and others, of said 
Hardwick and vicinity, in favor of extending jury trials to 
fugitive slaves; and the remonstrance of thé same indi- 
viduals against the admission of any more slave States. 

By Mr. SPAULDING: ‘I'he petition of Apollos Hitch- 
cock, for an amendment of the pension jaw. 

Also, the petition of John Follingby, fora revolutionary 
pension . 

Also, the petition of H. D. Wyckoff and others, for an 
amendment of the patent law. 

By Mr. REED: The petition of James McFadden and 120 
others, citizens of Pennsylvania, praying that slavery and 
the slave-trade way be expressly prohibited, by act of Con- 
gress, in all the territories of the United States, 

By Mr. GOTT: The memorial of a mass convention of 
mechanics, held at Syracuse, New York, against a renewal 
of Woodworth’s patent for a planing machine, and for a re- 
peal of the act of Congress, passed in the your 1845, renew- 
ing said patent. 

By Mr. CARTTER: The petition of Harmon Stidger and 
190 others, praying mail facilities on the route leading from 
Canton, Stark county,-to Salem, Columbiana county, Ohio. 

Also, the petition of K. Chainberlain and 50 other citizens 
of Stark county, on the same subject. 

Also, the petition of Aaron Vauderhoof and 50 others, on 
the same subject. 

Also, the petition of Henry Estep and 75 others on the 
same subject. 

Also, the petition of Joseph Vesient and 30 others on the 
same subject. 

Also, the petition of Jesse Williams and 40 others, onthe 
same subject. 

By Mr. FREEDLEY: The petition of Jacob Parry and 
66 other citizens of Delaware county, Pennsylvania, asking 
the establishment of an Agriculiural bureau. 

By Mr. BOWLIN: The petition of John B, Levellee and 
90 other citizens of New Madrid county, Missouri, praying 
for a mail-route from New Madrid to Wolf island, via 
James’s Boyow, a distance of about thirty-three miles. 

By Mr. ROSS: The petition of democratic citizens of 
East Whiteland township, Chester county, Pennaylvania, 
remonstrating against any legislation by Congress on the 
subject of slavery in the territories ; and also, against the 
abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. CROWELL : The petition of Juliana Calvin and 
| 68 other females of Youngstown, Mahoning county, Ohio, 
j praying for the abolition of slavery and the slave-trade 
wherever Congress has jurisdiction, 

Also, the petition of Silas Crocker and others, citizens of 
Shalersville, Portage couuty, Ohio, praying Congress to 
issue Treasury notes fora currency. 


IN SENATE. 


Mr. WHITCOMB presented a petition of citi- 
‘zens of Putnam county, in the State of Indiana, 
| asking a reduction of the rates of postage; which 
; was referred to the Committee on the Post-Office 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, presented a peti- 


the establishment of a mail-route from Rockford, 
Iilinois, to Madison, Wisconsin; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post-Office and 
Post Roads 


i 
{ 
| 
|| tion of citizens of the State of Wisconsin, asking 


1850. 


‘Also a petition of sixteen: females and twenty 
males, of ‘ Sun Prairie,” Dane county; Wiscon-: 
sin, deploring the manifold evils of war, and pro- 
posing, as a substitute therefor, a congress of 
nations, or stipulated ‘arbitration; which was re- 
ferred to the Conimittee on Foreign Relations. . 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presented‘ the 
petition of the heir at law of Solomon ‘Parsons, 
asking compensation for the services of ‘said Par- 
sons, as a soldier in the revolutionary war; which 
was referred to the committeg on Revolutionary 
Claims. : Bc ae 

Also, the memorial of J: B.. Toby & Co., and 
Lewis Kenney & Co., asking that: certain duties 
illegally exacted of them on a cargo of coal, may 
be refunded; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. ; 

Mr. BALDWIN presented the petition of the 
members ofsthe junior class of Yale College, at 
New Haven, Connecticut, asking for.a reduction 
of the rates of postage; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post-Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. CHASE presented a petition of citizens 
of Cincinnati, Ohio; a petition of citizens of Me- 
dina county, in the same State; a petition of the 
teachers and students in the Albany Manual La- 
bor Academy, of Albany, in the State of Ohio; 
and a petition of J. Maris, student in the Citi- 
zen’s Academy at Albany, Ohio, asking a reduc- 
tion of the rates of postage. to two cents on all 
prepaid. letters not exceeding half an ounce; which 
were referred to the Committee on the Post-Office 
and Post Roads. . 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa, presented four memo- 
rials, numerously signed by citizens of the State of 
fowa, asking a grant of the public lands for the 
benefit of the Branch University, at Fairfieid, in 
that State; which were referred to the Committee 
on the Public Lands. 

Mr. CASS presented a petition of citizens of the 
United States, and two, petitions of citizens of 
Michigan, in favor of a reduction of the rates of 
postage; which were referred to the Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post Roads. 
> Also, submitted documents in relation to the 
claim of Robert Abbot, to compensation for. losses 
by Indian depredations; which were referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 


EXTENSION OF A PATENT. 


Mr. CLAY. Ihave been requested to present 
to the Senate the petition of Wm. R. Nevin, of 
the city of New York, for a renewal or extension 
of his patent right. Mr. Nevin obtained a patent 
in 1836 for a very important invention which he 
had made in the manufacture or making of bread, 
biscuits, and crackers. The invention made by 
this gentleman is of so much importance that, by 
testimony which I hold in my hand, it appears to 
be established, that there is a saving of a quarter 
of adollar upon every barrel of flour by employ- 
ing it, In the specification which accompanied his 
invention in 1836, there was some defect, which 
rendered the patent invalid, and it became neces- 
sary to take out a new patent, with a more full 
and ‘satisfactory specification. This he did in 
1848; and therefore the patent right commenced, 
‘or the validity of the patent, at least, from 1848; 
but having been deprived of the benefit of it by 
the circumstances to which I have adverted, he 
wishes now to have it prolonged. “The petitioner 
appears to be a poor but very honest man. He is 
a man in an humble condition of life, but he is, Í 
have no doubt, from all I have seen and heard of 
him, one of considerable merit. fam myself not 
favorable to the extension of patents. 1 think the 
case ought to be a very rare one in which Con- 
gress should grant an extension of a patent rights 
but really, in a case like this, where the individual 
has been deprived of the benefits of his patent | 
from the causes which I have mentioned, it seems 
to me but reasonable to give him an extension of 
the time-—thus securing to him only the fourteen 
years contemplated by the act of Congress. 

] move that the reading of the petition be dis- 
pensed with, and that, together with the printed 
documents which accompany it, it be referred to | 
the Committee on Patents. 

It was referred accordingly. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. l 
‘On motion by Mr. DICKINSON, 


Ordered, That the petition of Asa Andrews, on the files of 
the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Claims. 


‘Isaac. Taylor, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the 


fessor Espy,on meteorology, communicated by 


~Onmotion by Mr. HUNTER, => 
Orderét, That the petition of the heirs of John Ramsay, on 
the files. of the Senate, be referred to the Conimitice on 
Revolutionary Claims. $ 
On motion by Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, 
Ordered, That the petition of Enoch Baldwin, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
:On moton by Mr. PRATT, 


Ordered, ‘That Ure memorial of Lavinia Taylor, widow of 


Commitee on Pensions. 


Mr..MANGUM moved that the report of Pro- 


the Secretary of the Navy, be printed; which 
motion was.ordered to be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Printing. 

On motion by Mr. PRATT, 


Ordered, That the memorial of John McColgan, asking | 
reimbursement of certain advances made by him forthe 
support of American seamen, while representing a claim 
against the British Government, be taken from the files, and 
relerred to the Conuniliee on Commerce. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to which was referred the memorial 
of Gad. Humphreys, asking compensation for 
property destroyed in Florida, by order of the 

nited States officers during the Seminole war, 
reported a bill for his relief; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. f 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the bill for the relief of Lewis Morris and 
others, reported back the same without amend- | 
ment. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the memorial of Daniel G.Garnsey, an 
officer in the last war with Great Britain, asking 
compensation for his military services, asked to 
bé discharged from the further consideration of the 
game; which was concurred in, 

Also, from the Committee on Printing, to which 
was referred the motion to print the petition of 
Democratic citizens of East Whiteland township, 
Chester county, Pennsylvania, against the exten- 
sion of the Wilmot proviso to territory acquired 
from Mexico, reported against printing the same; 
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New Hampshire that these questions were yery 
maturely considered by the committee that brought 
in this bill—the Committee for the District of Co- 
lumbia. They had it under consideration for some 
time. They had several interviews with the Mayor 
| and corporate authorities of Georgetown, and. the 
committee appointed by: the corporation. to` ask 
this legislation of Congress, and they were: satis- 
fied, not only that the citizens of Georgetown, 
whose property would be affected by the bill, were 
desirous that the law should pass, but that it was 
highly important to the interests of the inhabitants 
that it should pass, and also that. the interests ofa 
large portion of country arè involved in the bill. 
The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal will shortly have 
a terminus at Cumberland, and the people of alarge 
portion of the country are deeply. interested in 
having at Georgetown the means of accommoda- 
ting the trade of that canal. The committee were 
satisfied that it is a case which comes within the 
veneral provision of the law, and of our Constitu- 
tion, which authorizes the taking of private pròp- 
erty for the public use, on just compensation. being 
made to the owners, The whole object is to en- 


which was concurred in. | 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which was referred the petition of 
Thomas Allen, asking an appropriation in fulfill- 
meni of a contract for printing the compendium 
of the sixth census, submitted a report; which 
was ordered tò be printed, accompanied by a bill 
for his relief; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

GEORGETOWN CANAL. 

Mr. MASON, from the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Colwunbia, to which was referred .the me- 
morial of-the Corporation of Georgetown, asking 
the authority of Congress to construct certain 
works on or near the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, 
reported a bill to enable the Corporation of George- | 
town, in the District of Columbia, to construct | 
certain works therein” mentioned, and for other 
purposes. 

The bill was read a first time by its title. 


Mr. MASON. The bill relates to a matter of || 


great local interest to the people of Georgetown, 
with reference to the trade of the canal. {t is in- 
tended simply to give power to the corporation, 
with the consent of the Chesapeake and Ohio Ca- 


nal Company, to construct works on the line of | 


the canal, where it passes through Georgetown. 
It is expected thatahe canal will be finished early 
in the ensuing summer, if not at the close of the 
spring, and it is important that the work should 
be done at once. I would, therefore, ask the Sen- 
ate to allow the bill to be considered now, and 
passed. lmay add, that the bill has been framed 
with great care, and with the zealous assistance 


of the honorable Senator from Louisiana over the |, 


way. 
The bill was then read a second time at length, 


and considered by the Senate as in Committee of |! 


the Whole. 


Mr. HALE. I wish the chairman of the com- 


which seems to me to be of rather a novel char- 


acter. H 


If I understand it, the corporation can take pos- 
session of the private property of any citizen of 
Georgetown which ihey may want, deprive him 


of it without his consent, and it leaves it to she | 


discretion of a jury of the corporation themselves | 


li bill referred to. 


i 

i 

i 

A : E COR 

mitttee had explained the necessity of this bill, | 
i 

| 

| 


able the Corporation of Georgetown to construct 
| certain works on the canal—enlarging it in certain 
| places, constructing basins and communications 
i between the canal and the river, to accommodate 
' the trade which must come down on this canal as 
i; soon as it is finished, : 

The corporation are to derive no benefit what- 
ever from the works, excepting that which will 
give them remuneration for. the money: expended; 
and there isa provision in the bill that the whole 
authority of the corporation over the matter shall 
be. always subject to the supervision of Congress. 
That is the real aim of the bill. It does not tres- 
pass upon private rights, unless it be-considered 
a trespass upon private sights to take possession 
of property for the public use, and make proper 
compensation for it. 3 

Mr. HALE. I am satisfied with the explana- 
tion of the chairman of the committee, but I 
| would suggest to him, whether it would. not be 
better that the jurors should not be taken from 
the city of Georgetown, whose interests are im- 
| mediately affected? Í 
Mr. MASON. My impression of the provision 
| is, that the jury are to be taken from the District 
of Columbia, 

Mr. HALE. Let that part of the bill be read. 

Mr. MASON. I should not consider that a 
matter of great moment, because the people of 
Georgetown would be more likely to do justice to 


|! their fellow-citizens, E 


Mr. HALE. Except where there are conflict- 
| ing interests. w 
| The SECRETARY then read the portian:of the 


| Mr. HALE. It seems to me, Mr. President, 
| that that is a wrong provision. .The corporation 
| pay the damages, and, this bill provides that. the 
ji jurors shall be taken from that very corporation 
‘which’ has to pay the damages, and therefore di- 
i rectly interested against the land owners. | wish 
i that an amendment might be made. I do not 
know that there is any danger, but it is an unsafe 
| provision. 

| © Mr. MASON. 
|! tage would be derived from an amendment. 


Ido not know that any advan- 


The 


j| District of Columbia, as it at present exists, is a 


very small. territory, including only Washington, 
Georgetown, and a small tract of country called 
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opinion’ of the” people. of Georgetown 
uld be upon that point, but I think this duty 

y be. very’ safely. trusted ; to the people of 

Georgetown; and as I know there is competition 

for the trade of this canal betwe the three cities 

of. Georgetown, Washington, and. Alexandria, 
perhaps it would be better: to leave this matter to 
the people of. Georgetown- a ` Unless the 
Senator from New Hampshire insists. on having 
ihe amendment or modification made, I submit to 

1 respectfully that it would perhaps be better: 

to. allow the bill-to remain ag itis. Ido not want 
to obstruct the passage of the bill by declining to 
accede to the amendment, but I would much pre- 
fer that it should remain as it is. 

“Mr. HALE did not press his opposition, and 
there being. no’ other proposition made to amend 
the bill, "i, was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, and subsequent- 


ly, by unanimous consent, was read a third time 
and passed. : 
NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. DODGE, of Towa, gave notice that he 
would to-morrow, or some early day thereafter, 
ask leave to introduce bills of the following titles: 

A bill to establish an additional land-office in 
fowa. & red f : 

A bill for. the: relief of Elisha Hampton and 
others, of: towa. i $ 

Mr. FELCH gave notice that he would to-mor- 
row, or some subsequent day, ask leave to intro- 
duce ‘a bill-to. revive and continue in force for a 
limited: time, the provisions of an act relative to 
suspended entries of public lands, 

- RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. 

Mr. UPHAM submitted the. following resolu- 
tion, which was considered by unanimous consent, 
anl agreed to: ` 

Resolved, That ‘he Committee on Commerce be instruct- 
ed to induire into ‘the expediency of changing the port of 
entry in the district of Vermont, from Alberg, in Grand Iste 
county, to Burlington, in Chittenden county. 

Mr. KING submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to: | ' 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post-Office and 
Post Roails be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 


establishing a post route from Liberty Hin, Dallas county, 
by. MeKinley, to Dayton, in Marengo county. 


INTEREST oN BOUNTY SCRIP. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. If there be no farther 


morning business, | will ask the Senate to indulge 
me by taking up the joint resolution which I intro- 


duced some days ago, relative to the payment of || 


dividends oy interest on war bounty scrip, and 
which was reported from the Committee en Fi- 
nante, with an amendment. 

The motion was agreed to, and the resolution 
was read, as ‘amended by the committe, as fol- 
lows: 

i Resolved, ge., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and | 
he ix hereby, directed, in redeeming and discharging the ob- 
Jigations upon the Government for war bounty serip which | 
are assignable, to pay the assignee and holder of such obli- 
gations, all dividends or interest which have been or shall be | 
declared and set apart, and passed to the credit of the obli- 
£26 upon the hoaks of the Tre asury subseqnent to the date | 
or rhe assignment, tutess such dividends or interest has been 
paid to the obliges before [notice of the assignment} the 
transfer af the seripupon the books of the office in the Regis- 
ter of the Treasury, or the presentution thereof for final 
peyment.” 

The amendment of the committee is to strike | 
out the words within brackets, and insert those in 
italiera. Í 

The joint resolution hoving been read a second 
time, was considered as in Committee of: the 
Whole,the qnestion being on the amendment re- 
ported by the committee. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I hold in my hand one 
of those war bounty scrips, and if the Senate will 
be kind enoffgh to give me its attention, T will ex- | 
plain the matter. Indeed, the paper itself will ex- 
plain the whole object of the resolution. This 
paper, or war bounty scrip, is an obligation upon 
the Government for one hundred dollars, being a 
commutation which the Government agrees to pay 
for the hundred and sixty acres of land given to 
the. soldier. ft is known that many, perhaps 
thousands, of the war bounty scrips have issued 
to the western people for their services in the 


the Government to- pay- one hundred dollars; re- 
3 the Government, with } 


Mexican war. The paper upon its face obliges 


deemable at the pleasure of th 
Semi-annual interest, at.six. pe 
payable on the first day of January-and the first day 
of July, ineach year; and this scripis transferable 
upon-the books: of the Register.of the Treasury, 
-when.it shall-be assigned by theindividual to whom 
it is granted; and the scrip thus assigned is pre- 
sented bythe assignee. to. the ‘Treasurer. ..Now, 
sir, upon. the back of each of. these: Government 
obligations there are directions telling how ‘the 
holder- is to assign the scrip to the purchaser; the 
terms-of ‘the assignment and the manner.in which 
itis to be done, are all given. This particular scrip 
issued to aman by the name of MacDaniel, on the 
24th of February, 1848, who assigned it to a man 
by the name of Helm. Now,if the Senate will 
bear.in mind that MacDaniel is the holder of the 
scrip, that he assigned it to Mr. Helm on the 24th 
of February, and then recollect that there was 
three dollars interest due on the first of July fol- 
lowing, the force of my resolution will be seen at 
once. 


nt. per annum, 


The Government 
refused-to pay. He says: 

& I purchased this scrip in February Jast; and as I bought 
itin February, and as on the face of the paper you author- 
ized me lo present it the very day I bought it, and promised 
you would issue new serip by transferring it ou the books 
of the Treasury Department, why not pay me the three dol- 
lars? Under the assigninent I am entiued to the dividends 
atter I became the assignee of the scrip.” 


and makes his application to the Secretary of the 
Treasury. Whatis the answer he receives? The 
Secretary says: 

“ [cannot pay you the three dollars, Mr. Helm, because, 
when the first ot July arrived, I passed the three dollars upon 
the books of the Treasury to the eredi: of Mr. MacDaniel. f 
did not know at the time £ made the transfer that you, Mr. 
Helm, bad purchased this serip. Having passed the three 
dollars to the credit of Mr. MacDaniel ou the books of the 
‘Treasury, I refuse to pay it to you.” 

Now, sir, my resolution requires, with the 
amendment made by the Commitee on Finance, 
that as the whole of this scrip is now to be dis- 


refused to pay interest any longer upon it, that 
whenever the scrip is presented, the interest shall 
go to the assignee with the principle, provided 
that interest has accrued, and a dividend been 
declared, subsequent to the date of the assign- 
ment, ` 

Now, sir, it seems to me so plain a matter of 
law and justice, that, unless some objection is 
made to it, Í shall leave it to the good sense of the 
Senate to dispose of it. There ean be no difficulty, 
because, when the Secretary of the Treasury pays 
off the scrip, he will, upon the books of the Treas- 
ury, say that these dividends, accruing subse- 
quent to the date of the assignment, have been paid 
to the assignee; and should Mr. MacDaniel, as in 
this case, or any other holder of scrip, apply for 


ithe payment of dividends, the Government will 


have nothing to do but to take out the original 
scrip, and to show that the assignee was enutled 


į Lo the interest, although it passed to the credit of 


the original holder upon the books. I will say 
no more, having, as I believe, sufficiently explained 
the matter. 


the amendment, and it was agreed to. 

There being no other amendment, the joint 
resolution was reported back to the Senate, the 
amendment agreed to in Committee of the Whole 
was concurred in, the resolution was ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, and was subse- 
quently read a third time, and passed. 


THE COMPROMISE. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the series of resolutions some time since offered 
by Mr. Cray. 

Mr. BADGER resumed and concluded the 
speech which he commenced yesterday, [of which 
a report will appear in the Appendix.] 

A brief conversational debate ensued between 
Messrs. CASS and BADGER, and in which Mr. 
DAVIS, of Mississippi, also joined, respecting 
certain points which had 
course of Mr. Bancrr’s remarks. 

Mr. CHASE then moved that the further con- 
aeration of the subject be postponed until Mon- 

ay. 

Mr. HALE. I will suggest, that it was my 
purpose to submit some remarks upon another 


subject which has been Made the order for this 


After the first of July Mr. Helm applied | 
| for the three dollars of interest; 


That is the way the holder of the scrip reasons, . 


charged, when presented, as the Government. has | 


The question was then taken on the adoption of || 


| Mr. HALE then addressed the 


f * 


‘day;.but it would-be quite.as convenient forme to 
proceed:at this time, and, as-this isan analogous 
subject, it will answer as well as the other. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts,’ I hope the 
Senate will make such a disposition of the subject 
now pending, that the census bill may be proceeded 
with, and that we will continue its. consideration 
until finally disposed of, which I trust can be 
speedily accomplished. Ps ig 
- The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the motion to postpone the further consideration 
of this subject unt! Monday next. 

Mr.: WHITCOMB. Unless the intermediate 
days. are assigned to other matters, I can see no 
necessity for so long à postponement. 

Mr. CHASE. They are assigned. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. Iam exceedingly anxious 
that this discussion should progress. I would 
like to be informed by the Chair whether every 
day of this week is already appropriated ? 

Mr. HALE. 1 will suggest that, by common 
consent, the subject upon which 1 had the floor— 
that is, the message of the President in reference 
to California—was postponed until to-day.. The 
two subjects are analogous, however, and my re- 
marks will be german to either. Lam ready to 
submit the few remarks that I have to offer upon 
this measure. ; 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
from Ohio withdraw his motion? 

Mr. CHASE. There are other important sub- 
| jects to be considered. There is the census bill. 
I supposed that bill had been made the order of 
the day for to-day, and it was with the view of 
proceeding with it that I moved the postponement 
of this subject. If the special order, upon which 
the Senator from New Hampshire has the floor, be 
postponed until to-morrow, he will then have an 
opportunity of being heard upon it, and the Sena- 
tor from New Jersey will also have an opportunity 
of making his remarks. We might take’ up the 
census bill, and probably dispose of it, and pro- 
! ceed with the consideration of the subject of Cali- 
| fornia to-morrow. 

Mr. DAYTON. I will make a suggestion. to 
the Senator from Ohio, that it will answer his pur- 
pose as well to have this subject laid over until 
| to-morrow, and allow the Senator from New 

Hampshire to go on at this time, and then to bring 

these four matters together, and consolidate them. 
There are now four subjects before the Senate, and 
they are alternating—a gentleman gets the floor for 
a certain day upon one of these four subjects, and 
another is set down for the next day, and so on 
alternating for four days. Now, why not let them 
all lie over until to-morrow, and then consolidate 
them, and let the Senator from New Hampshire 


g0 on to-morrow, and I will follow him the day 
after? 


Mr. HALE. I would 
Mr. DOUGLAS. Icertainly have no objection. 
Mr. HALE. I have nota very long speech to 
| make, and I have no ambition to make it extend 
through two days. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I do not know 
that I have any objection to the Senator from New 
Hampshire going on to-day, but I really hope the 
census bill will be taken up to-morrow. I should 
| be extremely glad if the Senate would support me 
| in the proposition to take up the census bill to- 


| Morrow, if the Senator from New Hampshire goes 
on to-day. ` 


prefer to go on now. 


¥ Senate, mainly 

in reply to the speech of Mr. CALHOUN. {OF his 

remarks a report will appear in the Appendix.] 
The Senate then adjourned. 


| HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Wenpnespay, March 20, 1850. 


been referred to in the | 


The Journal of yesterday having being read— 
Mr. PHELPS moved that it be so amended as 


| to state that the letter from the Postmaster-Gen- 
| eral, transmitting, in compliance with the resolu- 


ions of the 4th February last, statements showing 
he number of failures of the mail on the route 
between the cities of Washington and New Or- 
leans, during each of the years ending on the 31st 


t 
t 


i of December, 1848 and 1849, &c., and also the 


probable cost of running the daily express mail 
between Griffin, in Georgia, and Mobile, had yes- 
terday been referred to. the Committee on’ the 
Post-Office and Post Roads. 

Ordered accordingly. 


‘And ‘then the Journal was app 
‘Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, 
mous | consent of the House’ to 
tions ‘and memorials of the State of Tennessee, ~ 
After a remark by Mi: PRESTON KING, of 
which nothing was heard on the left’of the Chair,” 
Mr. CONGER rosé'ahd objected, ‘assigning. as’ 
a reason for doing so; that the” resolutions hereto- 
fore presented by his. colleague; [Mr Presrow 
Kine,] from the ‘Legislature ‘of New: York, were 
yet in abeyatice’on a motion to print. “Andhe 
gave notice, that until'those resolutions were dis- 
posed of, he should: object to the presentation, out 
of order, of any resolutions from State legislatures. 
So the ressliitions were not received. 
i Mr. BURT ‘called for the regular order of the 
ayi” : 


red, i 


“THE WHITNEY RAILROAD. 


The SPEAKER announced:the unfinished busi- 
ness of the morning hour to be, the resolution 
reported. yesterday by Mr. FuLLER, from the 
Committee on Printing, in favor of printing. five 
thousand extra copies of the report of the Com- 
mitte on Roads and Canals, accompanying a bill 
to set apart and- sell to Asa Whitey, of New 
York, a pertion of the public lands, to enable him 
to construct a railroad from Lake Michigan, or 
the Mississippi river, to the Pacific ocean. 

“Mr. ROBINSON was entitled to the floor, and 
addressed: the committee at- length, in reply to 
the objections yesterday taken to the bill by Mr. 
Bowtin.. [His speech will be published in the 
Appendix. ] 

Mr. ROBINSON, at the close of his speech, 
remarked that-he had not said all that he intended 
or desired. to say upon the question, but that, 
when the subject should come regularly before 
the House, he should again hope to be heard. 
He had not occupied the whole of the hour al- 
lotted to him by the rules. He knew that gentle- 
men were averse to entering into the discussion at 
this time.. He would therefore call for the pre- 
vious. question; and he hoped the House would 
extend. to him the courtesy of ordering these 
copies. to. be printed. 

Mr. VENABLE appealed to th€ gentleman 
from Indiana [Mr. Roginson] to withdraw the 
motion, to allow him (Mr. V.) to say a few words. 

Mr. PARKER made a similar appeal, remark- 
ing, that as a member of the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, he desired to make some explanations. 

Mr, ROBINSON seemed undecided, when 

The SPEAKER inquired whether the gentle- 
man withdrew the demand for the previous ques- 
tion, or not? ate 

Mr. JONES moved that the resolution be laid 
on the table. 

Mr..ROBINSON said, that motion having been 
made; he should decline to withdraw the demand 
for the previous question. i 

And: the question, ‘Shall this resolution be laid 
on the table?’ was taken, and the affirmative vote 
was declared to be, ayes 75. 

The yeas and nays were asked. -> r 

Mr. WOODWARD suggested that the motion 
should be-withdrawn, remarking, that he presumed 
the discussion would take up less time than the 
effort to prevent it. . : 

The SPEAKER said no remarks were in 
order. 

The yeas and nays were refused. $ 

Mr. RUMSEY called for tellers on thé motion 
to lay the resolution on the table, 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Kine of 
Rhode Island, and Waxpo of Connecticut, were 

inted. i ) 
Pad the question, ‘ Shall the resolution be laid 


upon the table?” was taken, and decided in the; 


affirmative—ayes 83, noes 51. 

So the resolution was laid upon the table. 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the rules be suspended, 
and that the House resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the’ state of the Union, for the 
purpose of resuming the consideration of the de- 
ficiency bill. ; 

Mr. BURT suggested that, by unanimous con- 
sent, one hour should be appropriated to the re- 
ception of such reports from committees as would 
not give rise to debate. 2 j 

The SPEAKER. The motion is not in order, 
pending the motion to go into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. : 

‘Mir BAYLY. If the general consent of the 


ked the unan: 
odace resolu-' 


{| first business in order? 


Hotise tan bé obtained fo 
from committees, and no | 
-content-to withdraw my m 


| Speaker, which was understood ‘to be, whether 


| ending the 30th of Jane, 1850.” 


Othetwise | shall not withdraw it.” À ; 
Stich’ appearing to be the understanding of 
the House, the motion was withdrawn by Mr. 
Bayir.. EEE 
Mr. WINTHROP addressed an inquiry to the 


all reports weré to be received, but only those not 
giving rise to debate to be acted upon? > `` ; 

The SPEAKER. If the unanimous consent of 
the House should be given“for the reception of 
such reports as will not give rise to debate, any 
report upon which debate arises must immediately 
go over, and take its place on the calendar. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, rose to inquire 
of the Speaker what would be the effect of a de- 
mand for the previous question, if called on any 
report which might be presented ? 

The SPEAKER. If unanimous consent should. 
be given to receive reports or resolutions that 
would not give rise. to debate, the Chair would not 
entertain the demand for the previous question. 

Mr. PRESTON KING rose and objected. 

So unanimous consent was not obtained, and 
the motion of Mr. Burt was not entertained. 

Mr. BAYLY renewed his motion that the rules 
be suspended, and that the House resolve itself 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union. 

Mr, RICHARDSON, (to the Speaker.) If the 
House should refuse to go into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, what will be the 


The SPEAKER. The first business in order 
will be, the motion made by the gentleman from 
New York, [Mr. Concer,] to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill, reported from the Committee on 
Patents, to extend the patent heretofore granted to 
William Woodworth, had been referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House. And on that 
motion the gentleman from Maine {Mr. Oris] is 
entitled to the floor. 

Mr. BAYLY. The deficiency bill ought to be 
acted upon. The question was then taken on the 
motion of Mr. Barry, and decided in the affirma- 
tive, withouta division. 


THE DEFICIENCY BILL. | 
So the House resolved itself into Committee of 


the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Burr, of |i 


South Carolina, in the chair,).and resumed the 
consideration of the bill ‘to supply deficiencies in 
the appropriations for the service of the fiscal year 


The state of the question was as follows: | 

The following item being yesterday under con- 
sideration, 

“For salary of the chief clerk in the office of 
the Secretary of the Interior, from the 9th March, 
1849, to the 30th June, 1850, at the rate of $2000 
per annum, $2,719 17.” 

Which item Mr. Hampton had moved to 
amend as follows, $ 

Strike out the above paragraph, and insert the 
following: ‘For salaries of chief clerk and other 
clerks in the office of the Secretary of the Interior, 
from the 9th of March, 1849, to the 30th of June, 
1850, the sum. of $14,568 32— 

Mr. VINTON said hethought if he could get the 
attention of the committee for a few moments, he 
could satisfy them that the amendment of his 
friend from Pennsylvania [Mr. Hampron] ought | 
to be adopted. Thatamendment proposed to pay 


for the services of the clerks that were in the |, 


office proper of the Secretary of the Interior. He 
thought it very probable that many of the mem- 
bers of the House had not had occasion to direct 
their attention to the special organization of the 
Executive departments, for the purpose of ena- 
bling them to know, precisely, what were the 
duties which were performed in the offices under 
their control. [He proceeded to present a some- 


what minute view of the internal organization and |. 


machinery of the various Executive departments; 
and to trace th€ course of business in its passage’ 
through them, showing that each head of a de- 
partment has a certain number of clerks, in what 
is styled his office proper, who assist him in the 
first examination of papers—an examination madé 
with the view of directing their reference to “ihe 
proper bureaus for full investigation, and ‘whose 
aid is also necessary in the varidus other transai 


‘thorized by law. 


had these cl 
of his depa ald “come à 
and unléss: these clerks were in thé office.of th 
Secretary of the Interior, the pensioners could not 
be paid, the Indian annuities could not be paid, 
no provision could be made for ‘carrying oh our 
courts, and all operations in that departinent mast * 
be suspended. ; a : 

Now, when this Department of the Interior was 
created, it was supposed that the necessary forcé 
in the office proper of the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior could be: obtained out of the Treasury De- 
partment. Asa matter of course, if they could 
have been obtained there, it would havé been de- 
sirable. There ‘was, therefore, in the act organ- 
izing the Department of the Interior, a provision 
directing that there should be @ transfer of clerks 
from the Treasury Department to the Department 
of the Interior for his office proper. ‘The law did 
not specify how many should ‘be transferred, b 
asa matter of course, the intention of Congre 
was, that there should bë as many us were necés- 
sary to perform the dutiés of that department. 
The letter of the Secretary of the Interior, which 
had been read yesterday, and which he had now 
before him, showed that, in otganizing thisdepart- 
ment, the Secretary of the Interior called upon the 
Secretary of the Treasury for the clerks that were 
necessary to carry on the functions of his office 
proper. The Secretary of the Treasury, who had 
just come into his ‘place in the department, and 
was, of course, not familiar with its details, catled 
upon his chief clerk, McClintock Young, esq. 
an old and experienced officer of knowledge, abil- 
ity, and integrity, who bad been acting Secretary 
of the Treasury for Several months, during the iH- 
ness of Mr. Walker, the late Secretary—to report, 
what clerks could be spared from his departnient,’ 
That officer reported that no clerk could be spared 
from the Treasury Department, except the clerk 
who was performing the duties of what was called. 
| the Chickasaw fund. Mr, Meredith wrote to Mr. 
| Ewing accordingly; but upon examination, it was, 

found that the duties connected with the Chicka- 
| saw fund had not been transferred to the Depart- 
ment of the Interior; of course the Secretary. of. 
the Interior did not get him—in other words, he 
had got no clerks, ena IAEN 

Now, the law organizing the Department of the. 
Interior intendéd that the Secretary should have the: 
clerks ‘necessary to perform the functions of his 
office proper., ~ va ee Saver 

Mr. SWEETSER called the attention of his. 
colleague to the eleventh section of the act of 
Congress, creating the Secretary of the Interior, 
which provides, “ that the President of the United 
t States, in the recommendation of the said Secre- 
‘tary of the Interior, may transfer from the Treas- 
‘ury Department proper, to the Department of 
* the Interior, such clerks in the office of the Sec- 
‘retary of the Treasury as perform the duties 
‘over which the supervision and control are given 
‘by this act to the Secretary of the Interior,” 

Mr. S. submitted to his colleague, that on yes- 
terday he had admitted that the Secretary of the 
| Treasury had not transferred the cierks desired by 
the Secretary of the Interior, and that, anul such, 
| requisition had been properly made, the Secretary 
of the Interior was in fault m having appointed, 
clerks, without having made the requisition au- 
He further submitted to his 
colleague, thatthe law provided that, in che transfer 
of the different bureaus, the authority “was ex- 
pressly given for the transfer of the whole force 
of the bureaus. are : 

He insisted, that at the time. the law passed 
creating the Department of the Interior, a pledge 
was given to the country, by ‘the friends of the 
measure; that no éxpense would attend its con- 
tinuance for clerical force, beyond that which was 
expressly provided for in that law. 

He further. insisted, that. the Secretary of the’ 

Interior was cognizant of the provisions of the 
‘Jaw ander which hetook office. Hf the instru- 
mentalities weré not sufficient to warrant him in 
believing that ‘he could execute the functions of 
the*office, he could then have declined the office, 


# 


and Congress would, ata future season, have made 
‘suitable provision, or have repeated the law. =o 

‘He asked his colleague to explain whether these 
clerks had: been transferred, as the law required, 
or whether the report contained-in the Globe of his 
remarks on yesterday had done him injustice ? 
“Mr. VINTON resumed.’ He'said he was going 
on to speak upon. this point... Theinguiry of his 
colleague showed that he-did not understand. this 
law.. His colleague mixed up these bureaua with 
the office proper. All these bureaus had. been, 
transferred, He had understood his colleague to: 
say yesterday that the bureaus had been trans: |} 
; ferred without the clerks. 0. > : aoa 
“Mr. SWEETSER desired his: colleague {Mr. 
Vinton], to: explain if there had been no increase 
of business, why, there had been this increase of 
clerks? oan 

Mr: VINTON replied; that it was because the 
Treasury Department and the other departments 


known an appropriation bill_pass in which similar: 
appropriations had not been made. 00T z 
The gentleman from Missoart [Mr. Green] had 
yesterday undertaken. to draw a: distinction. bè- 
tween this case and those cases which had ‘occur- 
red during the last. Congress, in: which, he- had 
said, that the increase of business justified the em~ 
ployment of additional clerks: He (Mr; V.) con- 
sidered this a precisely similar case: = o ; 
: The gentleman from Missouri had justified the 
employment of additional:clerks in the departmenta | 
during the last Congress, on the ground of. anin- 
crease of business. @rantit. But where was the 
Jaw which said, that if there was an increase of | 
business, the Secretary might employ additional | 
clerks? It was-a similar case to the present—in 
fact, it was not so strong a one. This was one | 
of the strongest cases that could be presented. 
Mr. GREEN interposed, and (Mr. VINTON 
yielding) explained that he had stated that, owing 


had been overloaded with business, and that the late 
Secretary of the Treasury had recommended the 
creation of anew department. But the act cre- 
ating the Department of the Interior did not create 
any new. clerks in the Indian, the Patent, the 
Pension bureaus, or any.of these offices. All the 
clerks that were necessary. for this great depart- 
ment, which were notat that time already in ex- 
istence, were those clerks who were to be around 
the person of the Secretary of the Interior, to aid 
him in keeping the machiny of his department 
in motion; and as he had already said, it had 
been supposed. that they could be had out of the 
Treasury Department; but it had proved that the 
Secretary of the Treasury had reported that none 
could be spared from hia department. 

The amount of it then was, that in passing this 
act, as. was the cage with reference to many others, 
Congress had labored undera mistake. The mis- 
take. was, in supposing that a sufficient number of 
clerks could be spared from the other departments 
to perform the duties required in the office proper 
of the Secretary of the Interior. 

The Secretary of the Interior had two courses 
before him. One was, the course recommended 
by the Chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, [Mr. Bayzy,] that. was, to fold up his 
arms, and say to the one-legged and armless men 
who bad-been mutilated in the Mexican war, and 
to the ‘old widows of revolutionary soldiers, and 
thousands of others whose daily bread—whose 
very life—depended upon receiving the pittance 
which was awarded to them by the Government, 
“ Congress has not provided me with the necessary 
clerical aid to perform the duties of my office, and 
therefore you must go unpaid.” That was one 
alternative. The other was, the alternative which 
the Secretary chose, which was this: he had said 
to the clerks who were there, “ You may go into 
this office, and perform the duties, but you must 
rely upon Congress to pay you.” The Secretary 
of the Interior had not drawn one dollar out of the 
Treasury for the payment of these clerks. If he 
had done so, there might have been some ground 
of complaint. These clerks had gone into the 
office with a full knowledge that there was no ap- | 
propriation for them, and that they must rely upon | 
Congress for their compensation. The Secretary || 
told them 20. iH 

That was the case; and now. the question was, | 
whether Congress would say that they would not || 
pay these. men—who had been laboriously em- | 
ployed in the discharge of necessary public duties | 
under these circumstances. Why, if the Secre- | 
tary of the Interior had said to these clerks, “4 | 
will not employ you—there is no provision in the i 
law authorizing it; I will let the pensions go un- | 
paid—the Indian annuities go unpaid; I will let | 
the Courts of Justice be shut up’’—if be had | 
done that, upon this picayune principle of saving 
the salaries of a few clerks, they would have ha 
a whirlwind in this House, which would hav 
come as near taking off the roof of this Capitol, as 
the storm did the other day the roof of the build 
ing in which some of the officers of this very f 
department transact their business. The law ij 
required the business of the department to be 
carried on, The Secretary was under obligation | 
to see that it was transacted. i 

It had been argued here by gentlemen, that this ` 
wasan extraordinary diseretion—that it was some- |! 
thing new under the sun. Why, as he had before | 
stated yesterday, during the twenty years of which 
he had been a member of this House, he had never || 


| attention of his colleague to this point. 


i| respective offices transferred, but by the appoint- . 


to the necessity of the circumstances surrounding 
the late Secretary of the Treasury, Mr. Walker, | 
he had departed from the law, but that the neces- | 
sity of the circumstances had justified Congress in | 
recognizing and sanctioning that act; and that a 
corresponding extreme necessity in this case would | 
justify them in sanctioning a similar departure 
from the law. But he had argued that no such | 
necessity now existed. If it did, he wanted the | 
gentlemen to show it. 

Mr. VINTON said he thought he had shown it 
already—that there was a sufficient necessity for 
the employment of these officers. Would the gen- 
tleman from Missouri say that the Secretary of the | 
Interior should have left these pensioners unpaid ? | 

Mr. GREEN replied, no. He should have | 
taken the clerks from the Treasury Department. | 

Mr. VINTON said, but he could not get them. 

Mr. KAUFMAN (Mr. Vinton yielding ‘the 
floor) said that he would answer that the Secretary | 
ought to have gone to the President of the United 
States, according to the provisions of the law, and 
made application for them. There was no proof | 
that he bad ever gone to the President of the Uni- | 
ted States, as he was directed by the letter of this | 
law to do, 

Mr. VINTON suid, suppose that the Secretary | 
of the Interior had gone, in the first place, to the 
President of the United States, and demanded the 
transfer of these clerks, was the President, upon 
first coming into office, to go and dip his hands 
into the Treasury Department, and take out a | 
dozen of clerks at random. The Secretary of the | 
Interior had done that which was required by 
courtesy from one officer to another. He had 
called upon the Secretary of the Treasury, in the 
first instance, to know whatclerks could be trans- 
ferred from his office—to get their names—and, if 
he had succeeded, he would have carried the list 
to the President of the United States, who would 
have made the transfer, of course. But when the 
Secretary of the Treasury had answered that no 
clerks could be transferred from his office, for the 
Secretary of the Interior to have gone to the 
President of the United States and demanded a 
transfer, would have been considered a very high- 
handed proceeding. i 

Mr. DISNEY interposed, and wished to call the | 
He (Mr. | 
D.) understood that the Congress of the United | 
States, when they had created this new Depart- ; 
ment of the Interior, had expected that the busi- | 
ness of this department could be carried on with | 
the aid of clerks then employed in other de- i 
partments. They had created the office of Sec- | 
retary of the Interior, and given to it a particular i] 
organization, leaving the existing clerks to the 
discharge of the duties according to the new organ- ! 
ization. The Secretary of the Interior had found, | 
as he [the Secretary] believed, the organization to ` 
be defective, and had created a new organization— 
not by employing the clerks appertaining to the 


ment of new clerks, discharging new duties, inter- 
vening between the Secretary and these heads of 
the bureaus. 

This was as he (Mr. D.) underStood the case. | 
It was not a question about the transfer of these i 


4 clerks, but whether Congress would sanction the 


new organization which had been made by the 
Secretary of the Interior. That was the question, || 
as he understood—— i 

‘Mr. VINTON replied, that his colleague mis- | 
understood the question. In this very law it was | 
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‘provided that the Secretary of. the Interior should 
have his office proper. But thé idea:was, that the 
clerks composing that office proper, could be had 
out of the Treasury. Department. They could not 
be obtained from that source, and he had got other 
persons to discharge the duties. . That was. all, 
There had been no.new organization. 2m 

He repeated. that nothing new had been done in 
this case. It-had-always been done in similar 
cases. If the Secrétary of the Interior could have. 
gotalong without it—ifhe had employed clerks, for 
duties that were necessaty—if he had employed 
more clerks than were necessary——why, then, as a 
matter of course, Congress could refuse to pay the 
money, and make an: example of him. But if he 


| had employed. no more ċlerks than were necessary 


to perform the duties, and if those duties must be 


:| performed, it constituted a case. where Congress 


should say whether these clerks, who had per- 
formed the duties, should go unpaid: This de- 
partment was a laborious department, there were 
more duties performed in it than in-any other de~ 
partment under the Government, excepting per- 
haps, the Treasury Department, and be was not 
sure but more than in the ‘Treasury Department. 
He referred to the Blue Book, and read therefrom 
a Statement of the amounts paid for clerk hire in 
the ofice proper of each of the departments, 
showing that the amount asked by the Secretary 
of the Interior was less than that asked for similar 
purposes by the Secretaries of the Treasury and 
of the Navy. The amount asked for, he said, 
showed that there were no sinecures in that office. 
There was no doubt at all that these clerks had 
been harder worked than the clerks in any de- 
partment of the Government, as their very situa- 
tions and compensations depended upon'it. The 
question now was whether having been thus ne- 
cessarily employed in the discharge of the public 
business, they should be paid. 

Mr. KAUFMAN rose and stated that the bill 
under consideration, as reported by the Committee 
of Ways and Means, contained the following- 
clause: 

“ For salary of the chief clerk in the office of 
the Secretary of the Interior, from the 9th of 
March, 1849, to 30th June, 1850, at the rate of 
$2000 per annum, $2,719: IT? > : 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania had 
amend this clause of the bill as follows: 

Strike out the above paragraph, and insert: 
“For salaries of chief clerk and other clerks in the 
office of the Secretary of the Interior, from the 
9th March, 1849, to the 30th June, 1850, the um 
of $14,568 32.” 

Making an addition to the appropriation, as it 
came from the Committee of Ways and Means, 
to the amount of $11,849 15 more than had. been 
authorized by that committee. The appropria- 
tion recommended by the Committee of Ways 
and Means is to carry into effect an ecisting law. 
The amendment of the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania, is to make an appropriation for an object 
totally unauthorized by law. He conceived that 
a very important subject was thas brought before 
the House, and two questions were involved in 
this amendment. The figst of these was, the mere 
question of the propriety of granting this appro- 
priation as a measure of relief to those clerks who, 
he did not deny, had rendered services. to the 
Government. The second view relates to the 
usurpation of power, committed by the Secretary 
of the Interior, in employing these clerks in viola- 
tion of the provisions of law. 

Ifa bill were to be presented to. this House, for 
the relief of these clerks, and it was satisfactorily 


moved to 


j Shown that they had no power to obtain payment 


for their services, outof the pocket of the Secretary, 
he might be induced to vote for it; but he could 
not vote for a proposition, the effect of which 
would be, to render these offices permanent, and 
would legalize the act of the Secretary of the In- 
terior, by whom they have been employed. He 


i could not agree togive a vote which would tend 


to ratify this act of the Secretar 
might be disposed to go in favor of a private bill 
for the relief of these clerks. He would not give 
his vote for the amendment of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, which had not received the sanction 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, and ought 
not to receive the sanction of the House, 

If the Secretary of the Interior had been actu- 
ated by a desire to carry out the -provision con- 
tained in the eleventh section of the act to create a 


y, although he 
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Home Department, under which his department 
was organized, the course to be pursued by him 
was clearly pointed out. How did he proceed in 
carrying out this law? He had violated the pro- 
vision of the eleventh section of that law. The Sec- 
retary of the Treasury had no control assigned to 
him by the law. It was made the duty of the 
Secretary of the Interior to go to the President of 
the United States, and if the President did not di- 
rect the transfer of the clerks indicated in the law, 
and the necessity of appointing clerks to perform 
the duties prescribed by the law had been imper- 
ative, the responsibility of employing such clerks, 
and thus transcending the power vested in the Sec- 
retary by the law, would have devolved on the 
President of the United States, and not on the 
Secretary of the Interior. Congress had placed 
the power of making the transfer in the hands of 
the President, whose military services and whose 
valor had gained for him the confidence of the 
country. 

` What is the provision of the law? The eleventh 
section of the act creating the department reads 
thas: ; 

tt SECTION XI. The President of the United States, on the 
recommendation of the said Secretary of the Interior, may 
transfer from the Treasury Department proper, to the De- 
partment of the Interior, such clerks in the office of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, as perform the duties over which the 
supervision and control are given by this act to the Secre- 
tary of the Interior,” &c. 

Here it was plainly made the duty of the Secre- 
tary of the Interior to go to the President, and, 
while the Secretary of the Treasury, who is the 
equal of the Secretary of the Interior, could not be 
controlled by the latter, the President, on the au- 
thority of the law, would have directed the trans- 
fer to be made; and if the clerks, so directed to be 
transferred, should then not be found where they 
were ordered, the responsibility would not have 
been on the Secretary of the Interior, but on the 
President of the United States. Why were not 
the clerks there? Were they not to be found in 
the. Treasury Department? The President would 
have found them. Why were they not there? 
The fact is that the clerks were there, and if the 
business which was performed before the estab- 
lishment of this new department in the bureaus to 
which they were attached had not been increased 
‘by the creation of that department, the same force 
would be found sufficient to perform the same du- 
ties; and, if application had been made to the 
President, all these necessary clerks would have 
been transferred with their bureaus, without sub- 
jecting the Secretary of the Interior to any act 
which would have compromised his dignity. 

The provision of the law is, that the President 
may transfer from the Treasury Department such 
clerks in the office of the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry as perform the duties over which the supervision 
and control are given by this act to the Secretary 
of the Interior. 

The language of the gentleman from Ohio yes- 
terday did not exactly conform to the phraseology 
of the law. He spoke as if the clerks so to be 
transferred were to be such only whose services 
were confined to the duties of the bureaus which 
were directed to be transferred. The language of 
the law is, that they shall be the clerks who per- 
formed these duties, not they who were confined 
entirely to the work of those bureaus. 

When the law creating this department was 
under the consideration of Congress last session, 
be (Mr. K.) had opposed it. It was opposed by 
a large majority of the Democratic members on 
this side of the House, but it was passed and be- 
camealaw. Some of those who had then been 
induced to vote for the organization of the Depart- 
ment of the Interior, were now ready to vote for 
its repeal, The bill was hurried through the 
House, but it became a law, and he had no hope 
of its being repealed. The increase of the Fed- 
eral patronage was very apparent. i 

The march of Executive power, and the increase 
of Executive patronage, were ever onward. Like 
the tracks to the lion’s cave, they were all toward 
it, but none from it. * Nulla vestigia retrorsum.” 
Let whatever party be in power—W hig or Demo- 
cratie—it will cluteh the existing patronage, al- 
though the Democratic party is much the more 
economical, as their opposition to this bill, and 
their refusal to create the Department of tie Inie- 
rior, prove, when they had the ascendancy in all 
branches of the Government. But if it cannot be 
repealed, we can and ought te hold its head to a 


strict accountability, and a rigid construction of 
the law. : 

When this bill was before the House last year, 
what was the language of the gentleman. from 
Ohio, [Mr. Vinron?] He would ask the attention 
of the House and the country to the remarks 
madé by that gentleman, in his speech, on the 12th 
February, when the House was compelled to in- 
stant action under the press of the gag-law. His 
language was as follows: 


« And here any gentleman wonld naturally ask—it was 
the first question usualy asked—what was to be the cost of 
this new organization? Upon that point he had to say that 
upon the plan proposed by the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, 
only two new officers were created in that entire deparkment, a 
secretary and clerk, aud the result was effected in this way. 

«Phe General Land-Office, with ail its heads, clerks, and 
machinery; the Pension-Office, the Indian Departinent, the 
Patent-Office, with all their heads, clerks, aud machinery, 
were transferred to this new department, wiihout creating 
any new clerks, so that the entire expenses of this department 
to the Government, would be the salary of the Secretary of 
the Department, and his chief clerk—that was ail.” 


Yes, that was all! If the gentleman, when he 
made these remarks, thought that the clerks em- 
ployed in the bureaus to be transferred, were suf- 
ficient, how is it thathe does not think so now? 
If the Secretary of the Interior had applied to the 
President, he would have got the number of clerks 
to the amount, and in the manner, prescribed by 
law. Has the business increased since the termi- 
nation of the war? On the contrary, it has been 
daily diminishing. The increase of force author- 
ized by the late Secretary of the Treasury, Mr. 
Walker, was made during a state of war. The 
worst that could be said of him was, that he had 
acted in these cases without law. But the Secre- 
tary of the Interior had employed these clerks | 
in violation of the eleventh section of the law crealing 
this department. 

He conceived that this amendment was in viola- | 
tion of the eighty-first rule of the House, and that 
the point of order made by the gentleman from 
Maryland yesterday was correct. These deficiency 
bills are now not simply bills for the supply of de- 
ficiencies in the appropriations of the present year, 
but to provide for the future, and to make, perma- 
nent provision for expenditures hereafter, If this 
amendment had only related to deficiencies in the 
act of last year, it would have been in order under 
the eighty-first rule; but as he conceived, it was to 
sanction the permanent establishment of clerks in 
this department, and these clerks appointed by the 
Secretary of the Interior in violation of law, he 
thought it out of order under this rule. 

He could not, therefore, give his vote in favor of | 
the amendment of the gentleman from Peunsyl- 
vania. Let him produce here a bill for the relief 
of these clerks, and let it go through the regular 
forms of legislation, and he might be found voting 
for it. 

Mr. VINTON made an explanation, (Mr. 
Kaurman yielding the floor for the purpose,) but 
the purport of it was not heard by the reporter, 

Mr. KAUFMAN resumed. He was quite as 
anxious that the public business should go on as 
any gentleman in the House, or as the gentleman 
from Ohio; but he would repeat, that there was 
sufficient power vested in the President, and the 
Sceretary of this department, to carry on the busi- 
ness without acting in contraveition of the law. 
The business had been carried on without thie | 
additional force during the war, and it had, from 
its close to the present, rather decreased than in- 
creased. | 

Mr. VINTON specified the various bureaus 
which had been transferred to the Department of 
the Interior, and stated that the duties of this de- i| 
partment were complicated in their character, and 
required the force now employed. i 

After some conversation between Mr. VINTON | 
and Mr. SWEETSER, which could not be dis- | 
tinctly caught, i 

| 
l 
i 


Mr. KAUFMAN resumed. He had satisfied | 
himself, by reference to the facts and the law, that 
although there had previously existed a sufficient | 
force in the different departments for the transac- 
tion of the business which had been transferred to 
the Department of the Interior, there were now 
six additional officers authorized. These were 
the Secretary of the Interior and a chief clerk, a | 
Commissioner of Customs and a chief clerk, and an | 
assistant Secretary of the Treasury and a chief | 
clerk. All these officers had high salaries, and 
they were all added to the force of the Treasury | 


id 


i| justice than he would. 


Department, to relieve the Secretary in the dis- i 


charge-of his duties... The business in the Indian 
Department, and in the Pension Office, was less now 
than daring the war, and yet the same establish- 
ment of. clerks was kept up. - And now an. addi- 
tional force is advocated, and the gentleman. from 
Ohio tells us that the business has increased. 

Mr. VINTON (Mr. Kaurman again yielding the 
floor) made a brief explanation as to the origin | of 
the law by which the Department of the Interior. 
was created. He had himself had interviews with 
Secretary Walker, and had freely interchanged 
opinions with the Secretary on the subject. He 
would not take on himself the responsibility of 
drawing the form for the bill, because he did’ not 
consider himself as possessing the knowledge süf- 
ficient to justify him in arranging the details of the 
new organization. Hedid not think it would have 
been safe in him to make a distribution of the 
clerks through the different bureaus, He pre- 
ferred that the Secretary, who understood the de- 
tails of the department, should draw the bill. He 
wished that the House should see that the bill was 
drawn by one who understood how the change of 
the bureaus would operate. He believed that the 
Secretary drew the bill with care and ability, and 
that he had made a very good bill of it. If he 
had made no worse mistake than this, which was 
alleged against him in relation to clerks, the ma- 
chinery would be found to work well, ; 

Mr. KAUFMAN resumed, admitting that the 
statement of the gentleman frem Ohio was cor- 
rect, as to the arrangement of the details of this 
bill. The recommendation of this measure did 
come from Secretary Walker, and was sustained 
by a small portion of the Democratic party. He 
could not avoid, however, an expression of hig as- 
tonishment that the recommendation of Seeretary 
Walker, as to this matter, should have received 
tæ support of so large a portion of the Whigs of 
the House, while there were seventy-seven of the 
Democratic party who could not take the same 
favorable view of the Secretary’s opinions. The 
fact, that the Whigs were just then coming into 
power, while the Democrats were going out, might 
indeed have had itsinfluence. ft was very certain 
that the recommendation of the same Secretary, in 
favor of free trade, could not find but one advo- 
cate among the Whig party; while the recom- 
mendation of the creation of this department was 
received with great favor, and had but one Whig 
opponent, 

Mr. SCHIENCK interposed a remark, that the 
Whigs discriminated between such measures as 
they thought proper to adopt or to reject. 

Mr. KAUFMAN resumed. Such measures as 
suited their views, and increased their patronage, 
they were always ready to take. He then paid a. 
compliment to the official ability and fidelity of 
the late chief clerk of the Treasury, Mr. McClin- 


i tock Young, and expressed his deep regret that 


« circumstances” should have rendered it neces- 
sary for him to break off his connection with the 
public service, to which he was an ornament. 
Whatever opinion that gentleman might have 
given in reference to this biil—however errone- 
ous-——was disinterested. The creation of the 
Department of the Interior was certainly intended 
to relieve the Secretary of the Treasury from a 


| portion of the mass of business which devolved 


upon him; but it was not intended that it should 
be made the means of increasing the public ex- 
penditures, as now contended for. It had been 
remarked the other day, that to effect a great good, 
it might be lawful to do a litte wrong. But here, 
to effeet very little good—the relief of the clerks— 
a great wrong would be perpetrated, if the amend- 
ment passed. 

He would not give his vote to legalize an act of 
usurpation on the part of the Secretary of the In- 
terior. If the bill was merely one for the relief 
of those clerks who had rendered services, no one 
would be disposed to go further in meting out 
But he would never con- 
sent to mix up the question of relief to these in- 


i dividuals, with an act of usurpation of power on 


the part of an Executive officer, 

The Secretary of the futerior ought to have 
made his call on the President of the United 
States, as the provision in the laws required hina 
to do, If that call had not preduced the requisite 
assistance to carry on the business of the depart- 


i ment, he could have presented himself to Con- 


gress, and shown that he had not the force which 
was necessary to enable him te carry out the 


vhs 


gtated;and in the shape of relief to individuals, 


March 20. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


intentions of the law in. creating the department. |} 
The House would then have given him the addi- || 
tional force for which he applied, in order to | 
Have enabled him to discharge promptly, accu- 
rately, and faithfully, the duties which Congress 
had devolved on him by the passage of the law 
organizing his department.” But no call was made - 
upod.the President. ‘The law has thus been. mis- 


and under the zuise of justice to a few clerks, we 
are asked; to relieve the Secretary of the Interior 
from his dilemma, and to sanction a violation of 
law.. The questions involved in the amendment, 
are separate and distinet. Let them be separated, 
and then the House can express an intelligent and 
unembarrassed judgment. as to each. ` 

Mr. JONES said that the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr Vinron,] who had addressed the 
committee this morning, had given a very cor- 
rect and comprehensive account- of the mode in 
which the various Executive departments of the 
Government were constituted, how they were 
made up, and what machinery was requisite to 
keep them in motion. He had told the commit- 
tee that they were made up of various different 
bureaus, to which appropriate duties were as- 
signed, and thata Secretary was appointed over 
each department to direct and control its opera- 
tions. ` 

By reference to theact creating the Home Depart- 
ment, or, as it was sometimes called, the Depart- 
meat of the Interior, it would be found that the 
General Land Office was transferred to that depart- 
mént-—that the accounts of marshals, clerks, and 
officers of the courts of the United States, the Indian 
bureau, the Patent bureau, the Pension bureau, the 
taking and making returns of the census, the Pen- 
itentiary, and ‘a variety of other matters—were 
transferred to that department. Such were the 
several branches of the public service which, by 
the act creating the Home Department, were taken 
from the departments to which they had previously 
belonged, and were corabined under the super- 
vision and control of the head of the Department 
of the Interior. In making these transfers, the 
law also transferred the chief officer and the several 
clerks, messengers, and employees attached to 
every one of the bureaus thus transferred, to that 
department, There was, then, no complaint that 
the law did not provide sufficient force to perform 
all the duties of these bureaus which had previ- 
ously been performed by them. But as the office 
of Secretary of the Interior had been created, it 
was necessary, as the gentleman fram Ohio had 
correctly stated, that there should be in the office of 
the Secretary proper, under his own immediate 
control, and about his person, clerks to perform 
the duties appertaining to the department, as the || 
head of the various bureaus. 

The eleventh section of the act, which had been 
so repeatedly alluded to in the course of this de- 
bate, provided, as the author of this Department 
of the Interior thought, and as the gentleman from 
Ohio thought at the time the bill was passed, the 
clerical force that was necessary to perform all re- 
quisite services in the immediate office of the 
Secretary of the Tuterior, The gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Vinton] had stated that the bill was | 
drafied by the late Secretary of the Treasury, | 
[Mr. Watker,] and that it was drafted ably and 
well, Now, the late Secretary of the Treasury, 
who, recommended this Department of the In- 
terior, and whio drafted the bill for its creation, 
had been for the space of four years, as the gen- 
tleman fram Ohio had stated, at the head of the 
Treasury Department. He was familiar with its 
duties and its necessities, conversant with its busi- 
ness, In massand in detail; and on reference to this 
eleventh section, thus drafted by him, it would be 
seen, that the Secretary of the Interior should 
appoint a chief clerk, ata salary of two thousand 
dollars a year. Now, where was the Secretary of 
the Interior to get the other clerks who might be 
necessary to discharge the duties of the office? 
The same Secretary of the Treasury, who had 
drawn the bill, made provision that, upon the | 
recommendation of the Secretary of the Interior, i 
the President of the United States might transfer | 
the clerks of the Treasury Department, who had | 


4 


heretofure pefformed the services which would 
thereafter, under that law, be required to be per- |: 
formed in the department of the Secretary of the | 
Interior, Mr. Walker, therefore, who advised ii 
and drafted the bill, and the gentleman from Ohio, il 


| ment, and he believed in each one of the Executive | 


who sustained it; must. have: believed that there 
were clerks in the Treasury Department sufficient 
to'perform the duties in the Department of the In- 
terior; and Mr. Walker did not leave it disgre- 
tionary with the Secretary of the Treasury to 
transfer the clerks on the recommendation of the 
Secretary of the Interior; but that duty was de- 
volved upon the President of the United States, 
without consultation with the Secretary of the 
Treasury; and after they had been transferred, 
then the future appointment of these clerks to the 
Department of the Interior was vested in the 


| Secretary of that department. 


The gentleman from Ohio had told us that very 
important duties were to be performed; that all the 
requisitions, amounting to an aggregate of some 
five millions of dollars during the last ye had to 
be prepared and drawn by one of these clerks, 


before receiving the signature of the Secretary of || 


the Interior; and that without this clerk, the whole 
machinery of this branch of the public service 
would be brought to a stand still, This was an 
important discovery—one, perhaps, which some 
gentlemen might be much gratified to hear of—for 
it seemed that it did not require the enactment of 
the Wiimot proviso to stop the wheels of this 
Government, but that, according to the doctrine 
of the gentleman from Ohio, if the sum of $12,500, 
to pay for clerks, appointed in violation of law, 
should not be appropriated, the Government 
was to come toa halt. Now, he would ask the 
gentleman from Ohio—he would ask this com- 
mittee—what would have been thestate of things if 
this bill, creaung a Department of the Interior, had 
never become a iaw? Would not the Indian bu- 
reau—would not the Pension bureau—wouild not 
the courts of the country, and all the other bureaus 


i which had been transferred to the Department of 


the Loterior, have been continued in existence, and 
would not their duties have been performed by the 
officers then in existence? Would not every one 
of these demands have been made upon the Treas- 
ury, and every one of these requisitions have 
been drawn up, and would not the money have 
been paid just as well without the creation of this 
department as with it? 1 think gentlemen on all 
sides of the House must agree with me that they 
would, and that there was, in fact, no increase of 
business under this law in any one of the depart- 
ments. Flere were clerks required to be trans- 
ferred from the Department of the Treasury—di- 


rectly from the office of the Secretary of the Treas- | 
ury proper—to the office of the Secretary of the 


Interior proper. Here, then, wasa large amount of 


i business withdrawn: from the Treasury Depart- 


ment, and transferred to the Department of the 
Interior. The bill then provided that the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury shall have an assistant 
secretary with a salary of three thousand doilars, 
and a chief clerk to that assistant secretary with a 
salary of seventeen hundred dollars per annum. 
The law also gave the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, a commissioner of customs, with a salary 


of three thousand dollars; and to that commis- | 
sioner of customs a chief clerk with a salary of | 


seventeen hundred dollars per annum. Thus four 
additional officers were created in the Treasury 
Department, and a few clerks were withdrawn 
to perform the duties in the office proper of the 
Secretary of the Interior. Butthe Secretary of 
the Interior disregarded the provision of the law, 
by looking alone, as we were to infer from his 


į acts, to what he supposed the law should have |! 


been, not towhatit was. He had appointed these 
clerks, not only without any law atall, but in 
violation of the plain letter of the law—that law 


| which, if he (Mr. T.) was correctly informed, the 


Secretary was sworn to support and to execute, 


Much had been said about usurpation on the 1 


part of this officer, in appointing these clerks, who | 
were not authorized by law. He would not go 
into that argument; but there was another point 
to which he wished to call the attention of the ! 
commitiee, in relation to which he believed no re- 
marks had yet been made. 

A statement, coming from the Department o 
the Interior, had yesterday been read, showing that | 
there were nine clerks there—one with a salary of | 


H 


$1,800; another with a salary of 81,500; three with |! 
a salary each of $1,400; and the others probably | 


with a salary of $1,200 each. In the State Depari- 


partment, there was one clerk*~a clerk on ac- 
l eounts, he believed—whose salary was $2,000. 
| The salaries of the other clerks in that department 
i ranged, he believed, from $800 to $1,600. In the 
‘Treasury Department, they ranged from $1,000. to 
$1,800; in the Navy Department, they ranged 
from $1,000. to $1,500; and in the Post Office De- 
partment, from $1,000 to $1,600. In the office of 
the Attorney General, there was one clerk at a 
salary of $1,600. The salaries of these different 
| clerks were fixed by law. The Secretary of the 
Interior had not only taken the law-making power 
irto his own hands, so far as to create the offices, 
but he had gone further. Fle had fixed their 
salaries—he had fixed one salary at $1,800; anoth- 
i| er, at $1,600; and none of them did he put down 
lower than $1,200. The lowest of his salaries did 
not come down as low as the lowest in the other 
departments of the Government. 

Mr. VINTON interposed, and (scarcely heard 
in the distance) was understood to say that the 
gentleman was mistaken:. The salaries of the 
clerks in the Department of the Interior were put 
upon the same footing with the salaries of similar 
| clerks in the Treasury Department. Mr. V. read 
from the blue book the salaries of the clerks in the 
Treasury Department. 

Mr. JONES desired to be informed by the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, [Mm Vinron,] whether the 
salaries of all these officers were not fixed by law? 

Mr. VINTON assented. 

Mr, JONES said he was complaining that Mr. 
Ewing had not oaly usurped authority to create 
|| officers without any authority of Jaw, but tbat he 
had usurped the further power of fixing the rate 
of compensation. 

Mr. JONES then proceeded to show that the 
| salaries fixed by Mr. Ewing were higher than 
those of any other department except the Depart- 
ment of the Treasury; and that they were not 
brought as low as the lowest in each of the other 
departments, including the Treasury. And he 
read the following extract from the statement 
(marked A) of the number, salaries, and duties of 
the clerks employed in the Department of the In- 
terior: 

“these are all the clerks employed in this department, 
They are barely sufficient to carry on the current business 
of the department. On extraordinary oceasions, such as 
i the recent call of the House of Representatives for the 
voluminous correspondence relating to affairs in California 
and New Mexico, it has been found utterly impossible to 
comply with the demands of Congress, with the present 
foree, and it was necessary to employ several temporary 
| clerks for a few days. 

“Mr. Mix, Mr. Evans, Mr. Whiting, and Mr. White, 
really belong to the bureaus from which they were trans- 
ferred, and their services were, under the last A imiaistra- 
tion, and are still, demanded there.’? 

These officers (Mr. J. remarked) were now re- 
ceiving their salaries as clerks in these bureaus. 
|| Appropriations had been made in the appropria- 
|| tion bill of the Jast year; and now Congress was 
l asked to include them in another estimate, if he 
| understood it—to make another appropristion for 
the same purpose—in other words, to pay them 
two salaries in one year. Was this so? or had 
the Sevretary of the Interior withdrawn these ofi- 
cers from the bureausto which they belonged, and 
then filled the vacancies thus created by the ap- 
i| pointment of other persons? Ifo, he had, in his 
| (Mr. J.’s) opinion, done great injustice, because 
ibe had got them out of their places, supplied 
| these places with other incumbents, and if Congress 
| should not pass a billto legalize his unauthorized 
i acts, these men, thus turned out of their places in 
| 
| 


the bureaus, must be thrust out of the publie ser- 
vice. He did not think that when the committee 
i came to look at the proposition, they could be in 
‘ favor of legalizing these unauthorized acts of Mr. 
| Ewing. Hecouid not think that they would le- 
| galize his acts, thus authorizing him to fix the sal- 
| aries of persons in his department. One ofthese 
salaries he had fixed at the sura of ġ1,800— 
being a higher amount than marry of the gov- 
ernors of the States received, and higher tban the 
compensation of the judges of most of the States. 
: The salaries of the other officers were in the same 
: proportion. 

|. Ofthe gentlemen who had been appointed to these 


| offices, he Knew nothing, but he should not be sur- 
prised, if, on inquiry, it should be found that the 
naracter, habits, and qualifications, and all that 


departments, the salary of the chief clerk was | 


fixed by law at $2,000. Then, in the State De- || 


; sort of thing, should turn out to be very much like 
those of a man whom he had once known, whose 
i only boast was, that he had never iu his life 
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He (Mr. J.) hoped the amendment would not 
be adopted; but if it was adopted, he hoped that 
the friends of the bill would at least consent to 
specify the number of clerks, which the Secretary 


should be authorized to appoint, and what their | 


compensation should be, 

Mr, PHELPS said that this was an attempt to 
create new offices. These clerks had been ap- 
pointed by the Secretary of the Interior without 
authority of law, and if Congress appropriated for 
them in this bill, when the general appropriation 
bill came up they would be told that Congress 
had legalized them, and made them a part of the 
Departmentof the Interior, When he saw this Ad- 
ministration; without any increase of business, 
but on the contrary a decrease, calling for new 
clerks, he thought this expenditure of money 
should be checked, especially as these clerks had 
been employed in violation of law. It appeared to 
him that a sufficient number of clerks had been 
transferred from the other departments, for the 
transaction of the business of this department. 

He said that the great argument made use of by 
the friends of the. bill, establishing this Depart- 
ment of the Interior, at the time that bill was under 
consideration in the ELouse, was, that while it 
would relieve the Secretary of the Treasury from 
the accumulation of business pressing upon him 
from the various bureaus in his department, it 
would not increase the number of the officers of 
the Government beyond that provided for in the 
bill, But what were the facts? That very act, if 
they sanctioned this amendment of the gendeman 
from Penneylvania, [Mr. Hampron,] would fasten 
upon the Government some twenty-one additional 
officers, namely, five in the office of Commissioner 
of Customs, six provided for in the law establish- 
ing this department, and ten provided for in the 
amendment under consideration. Thus twenty- 
one additional officers were to be employed by this 
Administration, to transact a less amount of busi- 
ness than was transacted with the then existing 
force under the last Administration. This was a 
specimen of the economy of which the party now | 
in power made such loud professions. Instead of 
reducing and curtailing the expenditures of the 
Government in every branch, these expenditures 
were being increased. Already, in almost every | 
department, there was an application made for ap- 
propriation to supply deficiences in the appropria- 
tions which had been made for the last, and for | 
the present, year. We found the officers of the | 
various departments disregarding the laws which | 
they were sworn to execute. 

Besides the law establishing the Home Depart- 
ment, another law had been disregarded ix tote by 
the Secretary of the Interior, in the appointment 
of these clerks. He referred to the act, of 1842, 
“ legalizing and ingking appropriations for such 
necessary objects as have usually been included in 
the general appropriation bills, without authority 
of law;”’ and read from the fifteenth section a pro- 
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vision prohibiting the employment of clerks, with- 
out authority of law, except in cases where their 
services were necessary to answer calls for infor- 
mation made ry either house of Congress. In 
this case, he said, the Secretary of the Interior, in 
his reply to the Chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, had expressly declared, that 
these clerks were not employed in consequence of 
any call made upon that department for informa- 
tion. Hence the Secretary had acted in violation 
of this express statute, as well as of the law cre- 
ating the department. 

He was always ready to vote for the creation of 
new officers in any department where he was satis- 
fied that a necessity existed for their employment. 
From all the information before the House, he 
believed that no such necessity existed in the pres- 
ent case. 

There is, however, (continued Mr. P.,) one 
branch of the public service here where additional 
force is needed, and provision should be imme- 
diately made for additional clerks. He referred to 
the Third Auditor’s Office, in which, amongst 
others, claims for horses and other property, lost 
in the military service of the United States, the 
accounts of the commissary and quartermaster’s 
departments are settled. He was informed applica- 
tions for payment of more than 16,000 horses had 


been filed in that office for settlement or allow- ; 


ance, many of them have been pending in that 
office for more than one year—nearly two years— 
and have not been settled or cannot be settled, 
for the want of additional clerks. 

He will propose an amendment to this bill to 
give the Third Auditor additional clerks, unless 
such amendment shall he moved by another. 
Those claims arising out of the war ought to be 
settled speedily. 

Mr. BAYLY (Mr. P. yielding the floor) re- 


marked, that the Committee of Ways and Means ! 


had instructed him to move an amendment to this 
bill to giving the Third Auditor’s Office the num- 
ber of clerks which were needed. 

Mr. PHELPS remarked, he was glad of it—it 
ought to have been done earlier; but this is the 


vide for such additional clerks. His constituents 
had sustained great losses of property in the Mex- 
ican war, and ought to have been compensated 
long since for the same. 

Mr. CARTTER said he was opposed to this 
amendment, and should vote against It, not because 
he believed that the men who might have employed 
their time in the service of the Government, in 
connection with the Department of the Interior, 
were not entitled to their pay. At the proper time, 
and in the proper place, if they presented an equi- 
table claim for remuneration for their services, 
he would vote it as one member of this Elouse; 
but he was opposed to the amendment in the 
connection in which it had been presented. ‘The 
bill now before them was nominally a deficiency 
bill; it was a bill to provide the means for meet- 
ing the expenses of the Government that. were 
authorized by the law; te appropriate it to an 
extension of the expenditures, or of the facilities 


for expending money, would be to divert the bill | 


to another purpose from that indicated by its title. 
The amendment proposed to do that; and the rea- 
son why the amendment was attempted to be in- 
grafted upon the bill, if he comprehended it, was, 
that the mover of it sought by this insidious pro- 
cess, to create a corps of attendants upon the 


| first opportunity which has been presented to pro- | 


official dignity of the Secretary of the Interior, | 


which they could not do directly. This was the 
purpose of the amendment—to steal into the ser- 
vice of the Federal Government a set of cider- 
sucking politicians, that they might bestow the 
public treasure upon them. 

Sir, (said Mr. C.,) this is the second time in the 
brief portion of this session, that has been appro- 
priated to legitimate legislation, that we have been 
waited upon by this new Administration with 
appeals for money upon the deficiency side of the 
appropriations. But a few days ago we were 
called upon, in language imperative, to set aside 
all other business, and to appropriate forthwith, 


| tablishment at the other end of the avenue. 


about a million and a half of dollars, for the custom- 
house service; and we were told, that unless we 

complied with this demand, the wheels of the 

Government must stop. We were told, that the 

Government, having been in operation about ene 

half of the current fiscal year, had consumed all 

the appropriations for this service for the entire 

year, and that it was necessary that we imme- 

diately make a further appropriation of a million 

and a half of dollars. Now, Ido not expect of 
this speculating Administration, or of the specula- 

ting party, that it is an appropriate head to—that 

they will consult economy. It never entered 

into the plans of the Federal or of the Whig party, 
or of any other organization connected with it—call 
it by what name you may—to economize the ex- 
penditures of the Government. Lam willing to make 
an allowance for the extravagance of their charac- 
ter—for the wasteful tendencies of their whole 
political or partisan ethice; but when they want 
me to do, I prefer to be appealed to in the first in- 
stance, and not to comply with their demands, 

when the Administration party come to us as the 

mere endorsers of Executive corruption. Now, our 

fathers, in creating the House of Representatives, 
supposed—honestly enough—that offices were to 

be created here—that the expenditures to be appro- 
priated for such offices must originate in this body. 

God knows that the Executive patronage of this 

Governmentis broad enough—perhaps not to cover 
the myriads of bankrupt politicians that wait upon 
this Administration—but for all ordinary purpo- 
ses; and it does not enter into the belief of the 
people, that this Congress are going to assign all of 
the lezislative powers residing here, over to the es- 
Butif 
I were going to make, that assignment, | should 
not make it to Thomas Solitude Ewing, by a long 
shot. The public history of that man’s character 
is too intimately interwoven with speculations in 
land scrip—too intimately connected with endea- 
voring to make a bargain with a public gardener 
here in this city, to rent his house at half-price, 
in consideration of giving him public employments 
—I say, if I were going to make an assignment of 
the legitimate legislative power of this body, 
Thomas Solitude Desert Waste Ewing would be 
the last assignment. 

But I perceive that, in all the comments that 
have been made upon this appropriation, the re- 
markable fact has been declared that, without any 
increase of service in the Department of the Inte- 
rior—with a temporory decrease of service—with 
all the force that preéxisted in connection with this 
business—the Secretary of the Interior hes gone 
on, on his own responsibility, and in violation of 
law, to create additional officers, which we are now 
called upon to legalize and sanction. No reason 
can be assigned to show that these accumulated 
clerks are necessary. 1 can answer the question. 
There is no mystery about it to me. This Ad- 
ministration, ever since it came into power, ham 
been engaged in no other business than turning 
out the worthy, industrious, intelligent, meritori- 
ous servants of the Government, and placing in 
their stead a set of crude, lazy, lounging politi- 
cians, who come up to this capital to be fed from 
the public crib. And this Tom Ewing, par excel- 
lence, has been engaged in this work; and if you 


| laok at the facts, the records of the Land-Office 
| show that twenty-five of the most industrious, 


faithful, competent clerks have been displaced by 
men who know nothing about the duties to be dis- 
charged, and who have no other recommendation 
to appointment, than that they sung glory to an 
Administration witkout any principles. 

Now this will account, Mr. Chairman, for the 
increase of clerks and this deficiency of appropria- 
tions. And you may make the additional appro- 
priation of $12,500 asked for to-day, for this new 
corps of political hangers-on, and at the end of the 
year you will be called upon to make up another 
deficiency of $12,500. Ido not propose now to 
endorse this. If the Administration in this de- 
partment,gor in other departments, need clerks, let 
them present the proper evidence of it to this body, 
and we will authorize them here, and fix their sal- 
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aries, and they will be controlled by the legitimate 
power under the Constitution, instead of leaving 
them to be created, and their salaries fixed, by the 
head of. one of the Executive departments. , 

1 hope that the friends of the Administration— 
particularly with the avowal that we are willing to 
give them twenty-five per cent. above the ordinary 
limitation of economy for a Democratic Adminis- 
tration—we are willing to pay this tribute to you; 
we know the wastefulness of your party—I hope, | 
say, that, under these circumstances, you will not 
compel us to create a force in this way. My 
colleague from the Montgomery district, [Mr. 
Scuenck.] appealed to us upon the score of pa: | 
triotism, assuming ‘that the Whig party in this | 
House, during the prosecution of the Mexican 
war, when appealed to for appropriations, were 
patriotic, and responded to the appeal, and voted 
the appropriations. Well, that may be patriotic, | 
bat I never heard it called by that name before. 
{Laughter.} t knew, sir, that a twelvemonth 
would not roll round, before the very men that 
were cursing the war in their teeth—pronouncing 
tt awar of cut-throats and plunderers, and who 
were blecding, as was my friend from the Mont- 
gomery district, at every pore in view of its mon- 
strosity—would be claiming its paternity. We | 
prophesied that. They began the game by elect- 
ing the chief murderer in the war, and now, for- 
sooth, they are claiming the patriotism of keeping 
the whole machinery of Government in motion 
during its progress. That is not my recollection 
of the matter, however; my recollection is that, 
with long speeches, with multiplied and vexa- 
tious amendments, and loud anathemas pro- 
nounced upon the Administration and its enter- 
prize. The Whig party, to a man, in both wings 
of the Capitol, were loading down with emtarrass- 
ment and delays, all measures necessary for the 
prosecution of the war. I believe that is the his- 
tory of the matter; and Twas not a little aston- 
ished to find my honorable colleague from the | 
Montgomery district, assuming here, for the Whig 


party, a patriotic paternity of the war. 1 was not |: 


a little astonished at it, but such is the fact; and | 
gentlemen on this side of the House are appealed 
to, on the score of patriotism, to sustain Tom | 
Ewing in arrogating to himself the power of ap- 
pointing clerics in violation of law, on the ground | 
that, during the crisis of the war, when every | 
department of the Government was tricd to its 
last tension, in the exercise of its duties, gentle- 
men on the other side of the House voted, in some 
cases, for the increase of clerks absolutely neces- 
sary to enable the departments of the Government | 
to discharge their duties. Now, I feel very patri- 
otic, and if the clerks who have thus been foisted 
into that department, without any apology appa- 
rent upon the face of the history of that depart- 
ment, will come here for pay, and make out a 
reasonable case, I have no objection to pay them. 
Bat I ask the friends of the Interior when they do 
come, not to ask us to legalize a distinct assump- | 
tion of power upon the part of this, or any other, 
branch of the Executive Department. If I had | 
the power over this Executive establishment in the | 
hands of this Administration, or any other, I: 
would strip it of two thirds of its patronage. If | 
I had the power, I would deprive it of the appoint- 
ment of postmasters, and of all patronage not | 
essential to the unity of its counsels. Instead of | 
that, the friends of this Administration—the party 
who do not believe in Executive patronage, or Ex- 
ecutive power—come here and ask us to constitute 
our labors into a mere appendage of Executive 
power, to sanction and legalize the usurpations of 
power by the Executive agents and subordinates. 
For my part, I decline to convert myself into any 
such instrument. 

Mr. TAYLOR addressed the committee: | 

It is exceedingly gratifying, Mr. Chairman, said | 
he, to the personal and political friends of the Sec- 
retary of the Interior, that, after a discussion of | 
lwo days, in which eight of the most distinguished 
gentlemen on the Democratic side of this House | 
have made a systematic and violent attack upon 


Interior, they have only been able to make one 
serious allegation, showing, 
usurpation of power. 

The chief objection which they find to the Sec- 


as they think, an 


retary of the Interior, in the administration of his 


j 


most important duties, is, that he asks for an ap- į! country has not increased. Si i 
im S an ap- |) J i - Sir, the business of | 
propriation for $6,800, for clerk hire, which is |) the country is always increasing. We live ina li 


| 


} 
i 
I 


| in the other end of the Capitol for a series of years 


f acter, and reputation, as an`American statesman. 


ł 


| the Interior organized. This law was passed, as 


į last day of the last session—a short session, too— | 


absolutely necessary for the discharge of the duties 
of that department, which was created. the last day 
of the last session of Congress. I say, sir, It isa 
source truly of gratification to me—to the personal 
and political friends of Mr. Ewing, the distin- 
guished Secretary of the Department of the inte- 
rior—that this is the only objection which has yet 
been heard, in a debate of two days, against this 
gentleman, or the Administration which appointed 
him. I do not rise to complain of the discussion. 
Tam glad of it. I knew that there was to be a 
systematic attack made upon this distinguished 
gentleman, and upon this new Department of the 
Interior, because it is one more intimately con- 
nected with the internal—the interior administra- 
tion of the duties of the Federal Government, than 
all the other departments put together. Nay, sir, 
there were many reasons for this attack. It is 
known to this country—it is known to this House 
—it is known to you, Mr. Chairman—itis known 
to the gentlemen who have made this attack, and 
cast these reflections upon the Secretary of the In- 
terior—that he is a gentleman far above the neces- 
sity of any defence from the humble individual 
who now speaks in bis behalf upon this floor. 
He is a man who has a reputation commensurate 
with this nation—won by distinguished services 


—won since by his laborious efforts in the emi- 
nent profession which he adorns and illustrates. 
By his industry, talents, and high character, he 
has always fulfilled every expectation that his 
friends indulged for him,in every public station to 
which he has been elevated. I do not say too 
much when I say, that that gentleman stands 
among the highest in this Jand for talents, char- 


He is eminently qualified for any position in this 
Government—even for the chief Executive chair; 
and the Administration which now presides over 
this country, with so much dignity and credit to 
the country, has done itself honor in calling that 
gentleman to the head of the administration of the 
internal affairs of the Government. It was, to my 
own knowledge, a personal sacrifice to him to ac- 
cept of the executive chair of the Department of 
the Interior. How he has fulfilled the duties of 
that station, let his public acts tell. Look to his 
report, made to the Executive of the United 
States, and communicated to Congress with the 
President’s annual message, at the commencement 
of the present session. Where will you find upon 
the records of your country, a more able and beau- 
tifully-written production, admirably setting forth 
the duties of that department? IJts style, its man- 
ner, its material, do him credit in an eminent de- 
gree. I believe he has performed his duties faith- 
fully. It became the duty of the President of the 
United States, under the law passed at the last 
session of Congress, to have this Department of 


l have stated, on the last night of the last session 
of Congress—it'was passed by a large majority in 
both branches. As has been well said by my col- 
league before me, [Mr. Vinron,] it was passed on 
the recommendation of a Democratic Secretary of 
the Treasury. The bill was drawn by the late 
Secretary of the Treasury, Mr. Walker, upon a] 
consultation with other eminent men in the other 
branch of Congress. I say, when you pass an 
act establishing a separate department upon the 


just as the former Administration was going out of 
power—it could not be expected that all the de- | 
tails—everything requisite to the organization of | 


| a new department—should be as systematically, Í| 


carefully, and fully prepared as it ought to be. 
‘My colleage, former chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, and now a member of that 
committee, fully explained to.this House this morn- || 
ing the necessity for the creation of that depart- 
ment—the duties of that department, and the 


| be necessary to have four, five, six i 

f 3 or, if you 

Mr, Ewing, the head of the Department of the |: : 2 eet : 
j 


necessity for these additional clerks—a necessity |! 
not foreseen by us at the time the act was passed. ii 
It could not then have been foreseen that it would 
Ii 
please, ten additional clerks to organize a new de- || 
partment, in the first place, and carry on the busi- |! 
ness of the country, as we find it necessary to 


have it done by a new department, 
| 


Gentlemen see great objection to this appro- 
priation, because, they say, the business of the 


| terests of the country. 


great country—a country, with the progress of 
which in population, wealth, intelligence, every- 
thing that elevates and increases the-prosperity of 
the people, the most intelligent men of the country 
can scarcely keep pace; and it requires additional 
force to carry on the Executive Departments. 1 
am surprised when I find gentlemen rising on this 
floor upon a bill, appropriating perhaps a milion 
anda half of dollarsto supply deficiencies in the 
appropriations necessary to carry on this Govern- 
ment, and consuming two or three days in discus- 
sing whether one of your departments shall have 
an appropriation of six, eight, or ten thousand 
dollars for additional clerk hire. What is it buta 
drop—a single drop—in the great expenditures of 
the country? You appropriate eightor ten millions 
annually for the support of the navy; you appro- 
priate nearly the same amount for the support of 
the army; you appropriate altogether some thirty or 
| forty millions for the public service; and when the 
head of a Department, controlling more patronage 
—and controls it rightly, and supervising more 
subordinate officers than any other branch of the 
Government—asks at the hands of Congress an 
appropriation of six or eight thousand dollars to 
| supply a deficiency , we are met with objectionsin a 
debate of two days, the principal features of which 
are violent attacks upon the Administration. 

As regards the statements which have been 
made in relation to Mr. Ewing, I leave his history, 
and those who have known him, to speak, Let 
them vindicate him. We are not afraid of such 
attacks—he is above them. He does not need 
my eulogies; but I may say that! do not believe 
that a purer, more honest, vigilant, or upright pub- 
lic servant has occupied a post in any branch of 
the Executive department during the existence of 
the Government. 

As I do not often trespass upon the attention of 
the House, I bez leave to say one thing in connec- 
tion with this Department of the Interior. I see, 
with pleasure, that the President of the United 
States has not, in his annual message, overlooked 
i that great interest of the United States, the agri- 
cultural, including the planting and farming in- 
terests of the country. He brings it to the notice 
of Congress, and recommends that something be 
done for it by the establishment of an Agricultural 
bureau, to be under the direction of the Secretary 
of the Interior, if it ever shall be the pleasure of 
Congress to establish it. IT trust it will be estab- 
| tished—that the best means which the Government 
can provide, will be brought into requisition to do 
something for the encouragement and protection of 
this, the great, and I may say the principal, in- 
terest of the United States—for it evidently lies at 
the foundation of all our prosperity. What would 
i be our commerce—what would be our manufac- 
tures, but for the planting and farming interest? 
What encouragement, what assistance, what pro- 
tection has this great interest ever received at the 
| hands of this Government? From the days of 
Washington, down to the present time, the estab- 
lishment of an Agricultural bureau has been an- 
| nually recommended in the messages of the Presi- 
| dents of the United States, and yet no such bureau 
has been established. Nor has anything been 
| done to protect this great interest. 
| Mr. GREEN interposed, to a question of order. 
| He understood that, by special agreement, the 
discussion on this bill was to be confined to ques- 
tions growing out of it, and that nothing extra- 
neous should be introduced. 
| Mr. TAYLOR. Itis my objecttodoso. Lam 
j only replying to some general remarks, which 


| have been thrown out by gentlemen on the vther 
side of the house. 


[Crizs: **Go on—go on!” 
Mr. TAYLOR, (continuing.) If it be the pleas- 


| ure of the committee, I wiil submit a very few 


more remarks in relation to this Agricultural bu- 
reau, which is to be under the control of the Sec- 
retary of the Interior. J was very glad to have 
the opportunity, a few days since, of voting for an 


| increased number of the report of the Commis- 
| sioner of Patents. 


In this connection, I may be 
pardoned for alluding toa fact. Gentlemen repre- 
senting the interior districts of the country, and 
whose constituents are mainly agricaltural, look 
with great interest to that report—being the only 
one published by Congress—yiving statistics and 
information especially valuable to the farming in- 
: I hope the Agricultural 
bureau will be established under the direction of 


| 
I 

hope it may be established It will be a source of | 
information and profit to the farming interests 
throughout the country, who should receive en- 
couragement and protection at the hands of the 
nation. . 

In relation to the amendment of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Hampron,] now under 
consideration, I wish to submit one or two remarks. 
I find in the letter of the Secretary of the Interior, 
addressed to the chairman of the Committee of 
‘Ways and Means—which was read yesterday— 
the following paragraph: 

“The reasons explanatory of the necessity of employing 
clerical aid in the performance of the duties required of the | 
department, which could not be postponed or negleered, and i 
why no aid could be reccived by a transfer trom the Treas. | 
ury Depwtment proper, are giveu ia the second and third 
paragraphs of my report of the 3d of December last, accom- 
panying the annual message of the President, and to which 
I beg leave to refer you.” 

Now, (continued Mr. T.,) I beg leave to say to | 
this commiitee, that here is another instance 
wherein we cannot legislate advisedly—for that 
document, which was sent to the House in con- | 
nection with the President’s annual message, has | 
not yet been printed and laid upon our tables. 
The reasons assigned by the Secretary of the 
Interior, why this clerical aid is necessary, he says 
are contained in his report to the President, com- 
municated with the annual message, which has not 
yet been printed and laid upon our tables. The 
first part of the President’s annual message, and 
accompanying documents, has been printed; but 
the second part, containing Mr. Ewing’s report, 
has not been furnished to us. I speak of it in | 
order that the Committee on Public Printing may 
have their attention called to the subject, and if | 
they can find a remedy, I hope they will do so. 

Mr. HARALSON (interposing.) Will the gen- 
tleman allow me to make a suggestion, in relation 
to this particular point? 

Mr. TAYLOR. Certainly, sir. 

Mr. HARALSON. The clause of the letter 
which has been read, refers to the reasons why 
this additional clerical aid has been employed by 
the Secretary of the Interior. These reasons have 
not as yet, as the gentleman states, been pub- 
lished. ‘They were contained in the report of the 
Secretary of the Interior, accompanying the Presi- 
dent’s message. Now, what they were, we do nat 
know. No man can tell what were the reasons 

“operating upon the mind of the Secretary of the 
Interior, which, in his judgment, justified him in 
that act. Would it not be well, therefore, for 
the gentleman who introduced this amendment, to 
withdraw it for the present, and allow the bill to 
be passed with no provision on this subject. Af- | 
terward, when the reasons shall have been pub- 
lished, let a bill be introduced, and I, for one, will 
be ready to sustain it, if the reasons are such as to 
justify the action of the Secretary; if not, I shall 
oppose it. I am against voting in the dark. I 
want additional reasons. I do not want anything 
to be left to conjecture. 

Mr. TAYLOR, (resuming.) I do not propose | 
to occupy much of the time of the committee. | 

Mr. FULLER (interposing) explained, that 
the reason why the second part of the President’s 
annual message and accompanying documents had 
not been printed was, that, by the order of the 
Committees on Printing in both houses, concurred 
in by a prominent friend of the Administration, 


in the Senate, (Mr. Smitn,] who was a member į; 


of the Senate committee, the printing of that mes- 


sage had been deferred in order that the Califor- || 


nia message and accompanying documents might 
first be printed. 

Mr. TAYLOR, (resuming.) I merely mention 
this fact to show that, while gentlemen are finding 
fault in Congress with the proceedings of the Sec- | 
retary of the Interior, in employing additional | 
clerical force to carry on the duties of the depart- | 
ment, organized under the act of the last Con- 


gress, we are absolutely legislating without all 
the light which we ought to have. We have | 
much, it is true. My distinguished colleague, (Mr. ! 
Vixron,] who sits before me, by his exposition | 
this morning, has greatly relieved us. And I say | 
now, with this exposition, and thatof my colleague | 
from the Montgomery district, [Mr. Scnenckx,| 
and the letter of Mr. Ewing, I am relieved of all 
doubt as to the propriety of this amendment, and 
am ready to vote for it. 
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Now, T find in the letter of Mr. Ewing, which E 
have before me, sddressed to the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, several state- 
ments which, it appears to me, have been over- 
looked by gentlemen on the opposite side, in their 
remarks on this subject. 

One paragraph of that letter is as follows: 

“The enclosed statement, marked A, shows the number, 
salaries, aud duties of the clerks, not provided for by law, 
and new employed in the department proper, By this 
statement, it will be perceived, that the aggregate salaries 
of the four clerks, now doing duty therein, but who are yet 
npon the pay rolls of the General Land Office, Indian OC- 
fice, and Pension Office, amount to $5,700. ‘These salaries 
properly belong to those bureaus, and are needed for the 
proper transaction of business Herein; and so soon as an 
appropriation is made for the clerks necessary for this de- 
partment for the present fiscal vear. as estimated hy the 
second item, those salaries will be returned to those offices, 
and be applied to the payment of clerks doing duty therein. 
The aggrezate of the salaries of the persons vow emplayed, 
as clerks in the department proper, is 812,500.7? 

The $5,700, (continued Mr. T.,) being the 
amount of the salaries of the four clerks now 
doing duty in the department proper, as stated in 
Mr. Ewing’s letter, but who are yet upon the pay 
rolls of the General Land Office, Indian Office, and 
Pension Office, when deducted from the aggregate 
amount asked for of $12,500, leaving $6,800, which 


seems to be the only additional amount absolutely | 


necessary to pay for the extra clerical aid, in per- 
forming the duties required by the said depart- 
ment. 

I think when we establish a new department of 


the Government, one having more patronage than | 


any other, it is utterly impossible for any man to 
provide in anticipation for every contingency. It 
must be expected that there will be some details— 
some expenditures—not to be anticipated in the or- 
ganization of that department; and it is for Con- 
gress afterward to provide for such expenses as 
are deemed absolutely necessary. L think that this 
amendment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
should be voted for, and that we should uphold 
this Departinent of the Interior. [tis one of great 
interest to the people of the interior—of especial 
interest to the people of the western country—par- 
ticularly to those who have to do with pensions, 
public lands, Indian agencies, patents—everything, 
in fact, enumerated in the first ten sections of the 
law, which prescribes the duties of the Secretary 
of the Interior. They are numerous and very im- 
portant, They have already been referred to, but 
I hope the committee will pardon me, as I do not 
often trouble them, for adverting briefly to them. 

I find that the duty of the Secretary of the In- 
terior is, in the first place, to have the supervision 
of the Patent-Office. Allow me to say, that that 
is an office which should command the talents, the 
time, and the industry of any man among the first 
men of this country, to discharge its duties faith- 
fully. That is but one of the departments under 
the supervision of the Secretary of the Interior. 

I find, in the next place, that he has the super- 
vision of the General Land-Office—of all our land 
system, which is enlarging every year. He has 
also the supervision of the accounts of the mar- 
shals, clerks of courts, &c., throughout the thirty 
States of this Union—a very important portion of 
his duties. 

In the next place, the office of the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs is transferred to his care—a 
bureau growing every year more important—re- 
quiring the highest talent—the most persevering 
industry. This officer has duties to perform whicly 
would be sufficient for a separate department, if it 
were deemed advisable to create it. I think it is 
advisable. The vast tribes of Indians on our 
western frontier, require the supervision of the 
Secretary of the Interior, and a careful execution 
of the Jaws, by the President and General Govern- 


li ment of the country, to avoid unnecessary col- ; 
: Jision with these savage tribes, which, if not very 
: carefully and faithfully executed, might involve 


large expenditures of the public moneys. ‘This is 
very important. : 

In the next place, I find the office of the Com- 
missioner of Pensions is under the supervision of 
the Secretary of the Interior. He had also the 
charge of the taking and making returns of the 
census—an important duty now about to be per- 
formed. He has also charge of the office of the 
Commissioner of Public Buildings, of the Peni- 
tentiary in the District of Columbia, &c. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, it may readily be seen, 
that the Secretary of the Interior, with all these 
various bureaus—the importance of which we all 


‘ tentand unfaithful. 


| of the country. 


TE 


acknowledge—has more patronage, more subordi- 
nates to supervise and direct, and is a more im- 
portant officer, as far as these responsible duties 
are concerned, than any man in the ‘Executive 
Cabinet. And because he finds himself obliged, in 
the discharge of his high-public duties, ta make 
reforms—to tarn out the idlers and loafers, who 
are a tax upon the country, and substitute men of 
business capacity, and in some degree equalize 
the patronage of the Government, as the people 
of the United States have a right to expect will be 
done—it is because Mr. Ewing has found it 
necessary to do this, that we hear these attacks 
from various quarters upon him, 

Mr. CARTTER, interposing, and the floor be- 
ing yielded for explanation, said, he wished to ask 
his colleague [Mr. Taytor] a single question. 
Was the reason for the Secretary’s requiring addi- 
tional clerks, the fact that he had turned out these 
loafers and pat in smart men? 

Mr. TAYLOR. My colleague made some al- 
lusion to those who have been turned out, as being 
very competent and faithful officers, and to those 
who have been appointed as being very incompe- 
I have not designed to reflect 
upon the gentlemen who have been removed, or fo 
compliment those who have been appointed in 
their places. I have sufficient confidence in the 
Executive to believe that those whom he has dis- 
placed were incompetent, unfaithful, and unworthy, 
and those whom he has substituted are competent 
and worthy, and will meet the just expectation of 
those who have placed them there. 

And now one word to my colleague who seems 
very much distressed that these loafers, as he 
terms them, have been appointed. It is very well 
known to every member of this House, that not- 
withstanding the reforms which have been made 
in this department, and in every department of the 
Government, the Democratic party have the ma- 
jority of the offices now held in Washington. We 
hear clamors from the Loco-foco presses through- 
out the country, and the charge is rung by Dem- 
ocratic members on this floor, and by their stump 
speakers, that the brave old hero, and the eminent 
citizen statesman, who fills the Presidential chair 
has proscribed men for opinion’s sake, when he has 
not even equalized the offices in the departments, 
and given a just proportion of them to the Whigs 
I say it was his duty to turn out 
incompetent, unfaithful men, The people ex- 
pected it, 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, interposed, , 
and the floor being yielded, said: IfI under- 
stand the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Tayron,] 
he states that the majority of these men in office in 


°? Washington city belong to the Democratic party? 


Mr. TAYLOR. I am so informed. 

Mr. THOMPSON. Upon what authority does 
the gentleman state that fact, and how has he 
ascertained it? . 

Mr. TAYLOR. Does the gentleman deny it. 

Mr. THOMPSON. I certainly do deny it. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Do you say that there is a ma- 
jority of Whigs in office in Washington ? 

Mr. THOMPSON. The gentleman asserts 
that there is a majority of Democrats in office, in 
the city of Washington. I desire to know how 
he ascertained the fact, and upon what authority ? 
It is not so. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Do you deny it positively ? 

Mr. THOMPSON. I do deny it. Itis my belief 
that it is so. 

Mr. TAYLOR. My belief is that it is so; and 
as the gentieman has no authority for so stating, 
the conclusion of my mind is, that he admits my 
statement that there 1s a majority of Democrats in 
office in this city. I state that I learn. the fact 
from gentlemen connected with the Executive 
departments, and I ask if any gentleman on the 
other side of the House is willing to arise and 
state upon his honor and trath, asa man, that the 
Whigs have now a majority in the publie offices 
of this city? I hear no reply. I have done with 
this subject. f 

1 say it was the daty of the President of the 
United States to make these changes—these re- 
forms; not to proscribe men for political opinions, 
but—— 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, (interpo~ 
sing.) Iwish to set this matter right, During 
the last Administration, the gentleman and myself 
were members of this House. It was then con- 
fidently stated in the circles in which 1 moved, 
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and I believe it was stated by the present Chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, [Mr, 
BayLy,] that the majority of the officers in Wash- 
iugton, during the Administration of Mr. Polk, 
were Whigs. And since that time we know that 
large numbers of Democrats have been displaced, 
and Whigs appointed in their places; it is a fair 
inference that the Democrats are now largely in 
the minority. : 

[A Voice. And growing beautifully less every 
day. 

Mat THOMPSON, (continuing.) And as is 
suggested by a gentleman near me, growing beau- 
tifully less every day. The gentleman asserts the 
affirmative. He asserts a fact, and then asserts 
that unless we prove the contrary, we admit the 
fact. That is the gentleman’s position. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I will state to the gentleman 
from Mississippi what I did assert. {have no 
means of knowing exactly the number of Demo- 
erats and Whigs in office in Washington; but I 
hear it stated by gentlemen connected with the 
departments—gentlemen of high character and 
truth—that such is the fact, that the Democrats 
hold a majority of the offices in this city. Ido 
not know the fact. I believe itis true, but if not 
true, if any gentleman has knowledge to the con- 
trary, I shall be very. glad if he will rise and į 
state it. 

Mr. KAUFMAN rose and endeavored to ad- 
dress the Chair. 

Mr. TAYLOR declined to yield. 

Mr. T. proceeded. I have but a few more 
remarks to make, and I will yield the floor to the 
gentleman. I have been led into these remarks, 
contrary to my inclination, by what fell from 
my colleague over the way, (Mr. Carrrer,] in 
reference to the changes which have been made 
in these departments. { have made some remarks 
in vindication of the Secretary of the Interior, and 
I stated facts which I believe will justify me in 
making the appropriation asked for in that depart- 
ment, for additional clerk hire. F believe it is ne- 
ceasary for the public service; and when 1 believe 
that such appropriations are necessary, while | 
have the honor of a seat on this floor, whether it | 
is under a Democratic ora Whig President, I shall 
voie, as Í have heretofore voted, not to withhold 
supplies, but to give all reasonable and proper ap- 
propriations required for the service of the General 
Government. During the last Congress, I voted 
liberally every appropriation asked, for by the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, and I shall do so again. 
And during the progress of the Mexican war, al- 
though I was opposed to the manner in which it 


By Mr. THURSTON: The memorial of a citizen of 
Oregon territory, asking »ppropriations for certain territurial | 
roads and bridges in said territory. ~ 

By Mr. CONGER: The petition of 63 citizens of Homer, 
Cortland county, New York, for cheap postage. 

Also, of 110 citizens of Freetown, Cortland county, New | 
York, for the same. : 
Aiso, of 441 citizens o 


f Moravia, Cayuga county, New | 


! York, against the admission of any State into the Union 


unless the constitution of such State shall prohibit slavery 
therein. 
By Mr. WOOD: A petition from G. B. Abel and 56 other 
citizens of Wood and Henry counties, in the State of Ohio, 
praying Congress to establish a mail route from Perysburg, 
in Wood county, to Defiance, in Defiance county, on the 
south side of the Maumee river. y 

By Mr. GILMORE: The petition of Frederick Kaylor 
and 306 others, citizens of Freeport, Pennsylvania, praying 
for the freedom of the publie tands, as 

Also, the petition of A. J. Guffy and 18 others, citizens of 
Clearfield county, Pennsylvania, praying for cheap postage. 

By Mr. STETSON: The petition of the Kendusky Lodge 
of Odd Fellows, of Bangor, Maine, for cheap postage. 

Also, the petition of Isaac Haskell aud 48 others, citizens 
of Garland, Maine, for the same. 


| others, citizens of Wisconsin, that Government proenre for 
the shipping of the lakes the right to navigate the Si. Law- 
rence. 

By Mr. SPALDING: The petition of Stephen Howard, 
for bonnty land for services during the war of 1812. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Brie county, New York, 


ve-trade in the District of Co- 
on of any more slave States. 


abolishing slavery and the 
lnmbia, and against the adr 


| 
j 
i 


5 


and 47 others, citizens of Glen’s Falls, New York, asking 
specific duty on iron. 

Also, the petition of Samuel Corning and 302 others, 
citizens of Fort Ann, New York, for the same. 

By Mr. ROCKWELL: ‘The petition of Levi Clarke and 


postage on newspapers, and two cents on prepaid letters of 
half an ounce, and other corresponding reforms. 

Also, the petition of Henry Loop and 58 others, citizens 
of Great Barrington, Massachusetts, for the same object, 

Also, the petition of sixteen members of the Housatonic 
Division, Sons of Temperance, No. W, at Housatonic, Mas- 
sachusetts, for the same objcet. 

Also, the petition of William Selkirk and 21 others, citi- 
zens of Housatonic, Massachusetts, for the same object. 

Also, the petition of Zalmon P. Bradley and 33° others, 


object. 

- Also, the petition of Phineas Chapin and 59 others, eiti- 
zens of Great Barrington, Massachusetts, to secure the right 
of jury trial to persons alleged to be fugitive slaves. 

Also, the petition of Phineas Chapin and 48 others, citi- 
zens of Great Barrington, Massachusetts, for the repeal of 
all Jaws enacted or adopted, by Congress, for the support of 
slavery in the District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of Phineas Chapin and 65 others, eiti- 
zens of Great Barrington, Massachusetts, for freedom in the 
territories. 

Also, the petition of Phineas Chapin and 69 others, citi- 
zeus of Great Barrington, Massachusetts, against the admis- 
sion of slave States into the Union. 

By Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsyivania: The petition of 
Simon P. Kase, of Pennsylvania, asking Congress to pur- 
chase his patent suction and foree pump and fire engine, for 


was commenced, | invariably voted every appro- 


the use of the navy, naval-stations, and dock-yards, 


priation to carry on the war, and upheld the flag 
of our country in honor; and I rejoice to know, 
that while the Whigs are denounced on this floor 
as having opposed the war, the war was conducted 
under the direction of the two ablest generals the 
world ever saw, both of whom were Whigs—one 
of whom the people have already elevated to the 
Presidential chair, which he now fills with so | 
much ability and usefulness to the country; and | 
if the other should live long enough, he stands a j 
very good chance to reach the same high position, 
in spite of all opposition. 

Mr. T. having concluded, 

Mr. CROW ELL obtained the floor; but yielded 
to a motion that the committee rise. 

The motion having been agreed to, the committee 
rose and reported progress. 

THE DEBATE. 

Mr. BAYLY moved the usual resolution, pro- | 
viding that all debate on the deficiency bill should 
terminate at two o’clock to-morrow. 

Pending which motion, the House adjourned. 


f 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 
Mr. THURSTON gave notice that he would to morrow, 
or some subsequent day, ask leave to introduce a hill forthe 
establishment of a Pension Agency in Oregon territory. 


PETITIONS, &c. 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were | 


presented under the rule, and referred to the appro- | 
priate committees: 


By Mr. YOUNG: The petition of citizens of towns 
north of range 7, east, in Effingham county, iHnois, asking |: 
a re-location of school section in said township. 

By Mr. SCHERMERHORN: The petition of W. H. 
Cheney and other citizens of Rochester, New York, pray- 


ing that the duty on foreign ira lee 
tariff aet of 1848, te made cele’ as eolieeted under the 


hip 6, £ 


By Mr. FULLER: The petition of Andrew Peters and 
172 citizens of Hancock county, Maine, praying Congress 
toinake an appropriation for the erection of a 
on Black Sadello, Back Island, in Jericho Bay, so called in 
said ceuuty, for the sal d security of v 
and from the towns of Sedgewick, Brooklyn, Blnehill, 
Surry, Ellsworth, Trenton, Hancock, Sullivan, Franklin, 
Fasthrook, Goldsborough, Eden, Mount Desert, Tremont, 
Seaville, snd the Cranbury Isles. 

By Mr. COLE: The memorial of Wilson Holt and others, 
citizens of Wis sremonstrating against Congress pass- 
ing any bul recognizing the right of Texas to any territory 
Jying east of the Rio Grande, and north of the Red river. 


and many other business men of Philadelphia, asking for a 
reduction in and a uniform rate Gf, po: 

By Mr. CONRAD: ‘The mor 
heirs of Palman Skipwith, deceased, p 


the widow and 


spoliations. 


purpose, 


of La Salle county, for two cent posiage. 

Also, petitions of cilizens of Cook and Will counties, 
for the same purpose. i 

By Mr. HENRY: The petition of W.F. Mauly and 148 | 
other citizens of Pittsfield, Rutland county, Vermont, that | 
persons claimed as fugitive slaves may be entitled to trial | 
by jury. 

Also, the petition of the meand 195 other eitizens of the | 
same place, for the repeal of all Jaws authorizing slavery or 


moval of the seat of Government therefrom. 

Ry Mr. DUNHAM: The petition of J. L. P. McLean 
and 14 others ; and 

The petition of Joseph Perry and 25 others, citizens of | 
Indiana, and officers and soldiers of the last war with Great ; 
Britain, or of some of the Indian wars, praying a grant o 
bonnty lands. : pels 

Also, the petition of Samue’ Campbell, a citizen of Jen- 
nings county, Indiana, asking an invalid pension ; and 

The petition of Hiram Prather and 130 others of he same 
county, praying the same thing, in behalf of said Campbell 

By Mr. REED: The petition of James McFadden and 
20 others, citizens and electors of Pennsylvania, praying | 
that no State be hereafter admitted into the Union, unless 


By Mr. DOTY: The petition of Horace Chase and | 


praying Congres: to prohibit slavery in the territories, for || 


By Mr. THURMAN: The petition of E. H. Rosekrans | 


40 others, citizens of Plainfield, Massachusetts, for one cent | 


citizens of Van Deusenville, Massachusetts, for the same | 


ight-houge į 


ssels sailing to | 


By Mr. CHANDLER: The memorial of John McMullen ii 


D aying for the passage | 
of a law to indemnify them for tosses sustained by French | 


Also, the memorial of Miss H. H. A. Glaramy, sole | 
heir of Captain Francis Glaramy, deceased, for the same || 


3y Mr. WENTWORTH: Several petitions of citizens : 


the slave trade in the District of Columbia, or for the re- [i 


the constitution of such State shall expressly probilit the 
existence of siavery within its Hits, 

Also, the petition of James McFadden and 12) others, 
citizens and electors of Pennsylvania, praying that trial by 
| jury be allowed Lo alleged fugitive slaves . . 

Also, the petition of James McFadden and 120 ethers, 
citizens and electors of Pennsylvania, praying forthe repeal 
of all laws by whieh slavery or the slave-trade is authorized 
i or sanctioned in the City of Washington or the District 
of Columbia, orm the eventof their eon-repent, that the 
seat of the National Government raay be removed fo some 
more suitable location. 

By Mr. BRIGGS: The petition of Edward Cook and 65 
others, inventors, interested in patent. rights. 


IN SENATE. 
WEDNESDAY, March 20, 1850. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid Lefore the Senate 
a communication from the Second Auditor of the 
‘Treasury, transmitting copies of such accounts ag 
| have been rendered by persons charged or intrust- 
| ed with the disbursement or application of moneys, 
goods, or effects, for the benefit of the Indians, 
| from the first of October, 1848, to the 30th June, 
1849; whieh was ordered to lie on the table, and 
the motion to print was referred to the Committee 
on Printing. 

MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. CASS presented a memorial of the citizens 
of Grand Rapids, Michigan, asking for the adop- 
tion of measurce for securing the free navigation of 
the River St. Lawrence; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Also, from the trustees and stockholders of the 
Wesleyan Seminary, Albion, Michigan, asking to 
be furnished with a copy of the laws, journals, 
and doeuments of Congress; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Library. 

Also, a memorial of the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the State of Michigan, asking 
that in the district of country bordering on Lake 
St. Clair, patents may be issued, in accordance 
with the original location and certificates of survey, 
| and that the act of Congress granting back com- 
missions, as they are called, to persons then re- 
siding on Detroit river, may be extended to all the 
farmers at this time similarly situated; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WHITCOMB presented g petition of John 
Frazer and William Lindlay, in behalf of the 
heirs of John G. Clendenin, asking repayment, 
with interest, of the purchase money of land sold 
by the United States, the title to which is defect- . 
ive; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented a petition of the mem- 
: bers of the executive government of Bowdoin 
College, at Brunswick, Maine, and a petition of 
members of the municipal government of Bangor, 
in the State of Maine, in favor of a reduction of 
postage; which were referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Frankfort, in the 
State of Maine, setting forth their objections to the 
renewal of the patent of “ Woodwoith’s patent 
| planing machine;’’ which was referred to the Com- 
| mittee on Patents and the Patent Office. 


ia 


i 
i 


| 


| 


i 
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i 
tee on the Public Lands. 
Mr. CLARKE presented a resolution of the 


Committee on Agriculture and ordered to be 
| printed. 


| SLAVERY AND THE SLAVE-TRADE. 

i Mr. DAYTON. Mr. President, I present a pe- 

' tition of citizens and electors of the State of New 

| Jersey, praying for the repeal of all laws and parts 
of laws adopted or enacted by Congress, by which 

i slavery or the slave-trade is authorized or sanc- 


i: toned in the city of Washington or the District of 


; Columbia; and that, in the event of the non-repeal, 
the seat of the National Government may be re- 
moved to some more suitable location. 

The petition was received and referred to the 
Committee for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. MASON rose at a subsequent part of the 
day, and said: Mr. President, I have just found 
that a petition for the repeal of all laws on the sub- 
ject of slavery in the Distriet ef Columbia, or that 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


bia. I was not attending to the matter at the time, 
but my impression is, that there is a rule that 


whenever a petition is presented, to which it is | 


known there 1s objection, the question of reception 
is considered to be raised. f 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is not 
aware that there is any such rule, The question is 
usually put on the question of reception, and then 


some Senator moves to lay that question on the j 


table when objection is made. 

Mr. MASON. If I had been aware of such a 
motion to refer this petition to the Committee for 
the District of Columbia, I should have objected; 
tut, not being aware of it, | made no objection. 
The question, [ believe, was taken upon itin silence, 
and the presumption therefore is, that all voted | 
in the affirmative. If I am correct in that view, I | 
move a reconsideration of the vote by which this 
petition was referred. 

Mr. SEWARD. Let the petition be read. 

The Secrerary read the petition accordingly. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 


f A . iat 
now on the motion to reconsider the vote by which | 
this petition was received and referred to the Com- | 

\ 


mittee for the District of Columbia. 

The motion was agreed to, on a division, by a 
majority of 15 to 13. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There is no quo- 
sum voting. 

All the proceedings were therefore suspended 
until it was ascertained that a quorum was present. 
That fact having been ascertained, the question 
was again stated on the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. MASON. i am not aware that petitions 
of this kind have heretofore been referred to the 
Committee for the District of Columbia, with a 
view to make a report; and if it is the intention of 
the Senate to give a new direction to them, it will 
be done.in this instance. If this is the design of 
the Senate, I wish it to be clearly understood; 
and as the Senate is now thin, my object will 
perhaps be better attained by moving to lay the 


whole subject on the table, to be taken up here- | 


after. I will now make that motion, if it will 


have the effect to arrest this petition on its way to | 


the committee. 

Mr. BERRIEN. Oh, certainly. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
lay upon the table, and it was agreed to. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, from the Commit- 
tee on Commerce, to which was referred the me- 
morial of certain citizens of Paducah, asking that 
the town may be made a port of delivery, reported 
a bill to constitute the towns of Madison and New 
Albany, in the State of Indiana, and Paducah, 


Kentucky, ports of delivery, and for other pur- j 


poses; which was read and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to which was referred the memorial 
of Colonel John C. Hays, asking compensation for 
services in raising and Organizing a regiment of 
Texas mounted volunteers, reported a bill for the 
relief of Colonel Joha C. Hays; which was read 
and passed to a second reading. 

Also, from the Committee on Printing, to which 
was referred the motion to print the meteorological 
report of Professor Espy, reported in favor of 
printing the same 

BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 


Mr. FELCH, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to bring in a bill to revive and 
continue in force, for a Jimited time, the provisions 
of an act relative to suspended districts of public 
lands; which was read a first and second time by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on the Pub- | 
lic Lands. i 

Mr. WALKER asked and obtained the unani- 
mous consent of the Senate to introduce a bill for 
the relief of Mariba Fairservice; which was read 
a first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands. 


THE COMPROMISE. | 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the special order, being the series of resolutions 
submitted by Mr. Cray. 


Mr. HALE resumed, and concluded the speech | 
which he commenced yesterday. [His speech will | 


be found in the Appendix.] 
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Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I do not rise 
for the purpose of entering into the debate on 
this question 

Mr. CHASE. Will the honorable Senator per- 
mit me to move a postponement of the further con- 
sideration of this subject? As this day has, by 
common consent, been appropriated to the consider- 
ation of the census bill, and as the Senator from 
Maine, [Mr. Brapsury,] as we all know, is 
anxious to bring up the question of removals from 
office to-morrow, and as the Senator from New 
Jersey has the floor upon the resolutions submitted 
by the Senator from Tennessee, I will move that 
the further consideration of this subject be post- 
poned until Monday or Tuesday next. Iam in- 
different as to which it shall be—I will say 
Tuesday. 

Mr. DAYTON. I do not entirely agree with 
the Senator from Ohio. Why not postpone this 
matter until Friday? The understanding was, 
that the census bill should be taken up to-day, and 
the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. Smirnu] has 
the floor, I believe, upon some matter for to- 
morrow. Indeed he has been entitled to the floor 


| upon that subject almost as long as I have upon 


one branch of this discussion. 

Mr. FOOTE. Let this subject be postponed 
until Friday. 

Mr. DAYTON. I have no objection to that. 
Will the Senator from Ohio move its postpone- 
ment until that day ? 

Mr. CHASE. I would much prefer that it 
should go over until Monday or Tuesday. 

Mr. UPHAM. I would like to be informed 
how it happens that the Senator from Ohio has 
the floor, Immediately after the Senator from 
New Hampshire had taken his seat, the Senator 
from Massachusetts obtained the floor, as L sup- 
posed, to continue the discussion. The Senator 
from Ohio asked him to give way for a moment, 
which he did, and the Senator then moved to 
postpone the subject until next week. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Massachusetts obtained the floor; the Senator from 
Ohio rose to address the Chair, and the Senator 
from Massachusetts yielded tohim. The Chair of 
course, did not know the object of either Senator. 

Mr. CHASE. I will explain with great pleas- 
ure, to the Senator from Vermont, how this matter 
stands. Yesterday, at the close of the observa- 
tions of the Senator from North Carolina, 1 took 
the floor, and moved the postponement of the fur- 
ther consideration of this subject until Monday; 
but, as it seemed to be the general sense of the 
Senate that the Senator from New Hampshire 
should be permitted to proceed with his remarks, 
[ yielded the floor for that purpose; and at the 
close of his remarks F certainly supposed that, 
by the courtesy of the Senate, I was entitled to it 
again. [trust there will be no objection to the 
proposition that I now make, that the farther con- 
sideration of this subject be postponed until Tues- 
day. 

Mr. UPHAM. Idid not understand that the 
Senator from Ohio had the floor. Having it, I 
have no wish to interfere with the disposition 
which he proposes to make of the subject. 

The question being taken upon the motion to 
postpone until Tuesday next, it was agreed to. 

Mr. FOOTE. I hope the Senator from New 
Jersey will not move to postpone the subject upon 
which he has the floor, to a more remote day than 
Friday next. 

Mr. DAYTON. I am perfectly content with 
that. I move that the resolution of the Senator 
from Mississippi be taken up, with a view to its 
postponement until Friday next, and made the 
special order of the day for one o’clock on that 


ay. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion of the 
Senator from Mississippi, to refer the resolutions 
of the Senator from Tennessee to a committee, with 
certain instructions, is next in order. 

Mr. DAYTON. I move, then, that its further 
consideration be postponed until Friday. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTER, the message of 
the President relating to California, being next in 
order, was postponed until Monday next. 


THE SEVENTH CENSUS. 


The Senate then resumed the consideration of 
the census bill, as in Committee of the Whole— 
the pending question, as stated by the Chair, being 


upon the amendment offered by the Senator from 
Georgia, as a substitute for the bill, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. Before pro~ 
ceeding to consider the proposition of the Senator 
from Georgia, I will propose one or two small 
amendments to the original bill. It has been sug- 
gested to me that a construction might be given to 
the bill by which it would be supposed domestic 
manufactures are to be included in the enumera- 
tion, although not amounting to the sum named.as 
the limitation. I move therefore to insert in the 
first section, after the word “establishment,” the 
words “exclusive of domestic manufactures in 
families.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. DAVIS. It has been further suggested, 
and i think with propriety, that inhabitants of the 
United States, living in districts of the country 
where there are no marshals, should be enumerated 
by persons appointed especially for that purpose. 
The present provision of the bill is, that the cen- 
sus shall be taken under the direction of the mar- 
shals of the judicial districts ofthe country. I 
propose to add, at the end of the first section, the 
following : 

Provided, further, Uf there be any district or territory of 
the United States, in which thereis no marshal of the United 


States, the President shall appoint some suitable person to 
discharge the duties assigned by this act to the marshal. 


The amendment was adopted. 


Mr. CLARKE. {desire to offer an amendment 
to the ninth section of the bill, which provides for 
the compensation of those who are to take the 
census. The proviso to that section reads thus: 


Provided, however, What no marshal shall receive less 
than two handred and filty dollars. 


L wish to amend that portion of the bill by in- 
serting after the word ‘ dollars” the following: 

And when the compensation does not, in the whole, 
exceed the sum of five hundred dollars, a reasonable allow- 
ance shall be made, the amount of which shall be deter- 
mined by the Secretary of the Interior. 

] would merely remark, sir, that it appears to 
me—it must be conceded by Senators—that some 
such provision as this #hould be inserted. The 
bill provides that the compensation to marshals 
shall be $125 for every thousand persons, and 
that—in States where the population amounts te 
four or five hundred thousand persons—will be a 
fair compensation, but in the smaller States, this 
compensation would be a very light one. For in- 
stance, in the State in which | live, the population 
does not exceed one hundred and thirly thousand, 
so that the compensation would fall short of $200; 
but by the proviso of the bill, to which E propose 
to make this amendment, it is declared that, in 
every case, compensation for the marshal shall not 
fall below $250. Now, I submit to the considera- 
tion of gentlemen, that in the small States, as well 
as the large, there is an equally onerous duty im- 
posed upon the marshals. The marshals for the 
smaller States have to receive and make up their 
returns, under the same number of heads, as the 
marshals in the larger States—the only difference 
being, that in the larger States, the returns under 
the different heads are more numerous, and there 
is greater labor in adding up the returns. J havea 
letter from the marshal of theState of Rhode Island, 
stating that the necessary clerk hire will swallow 
up the whole compensation allowed by this bill, 
and that, if this labor be imposed on the marshals, 
without compensation for clerk hire, it will be 
exacting from them a duty which they ought not 
to be expected to perform. ‘The marshals have to 
make three copies of the complete return, one for 
the court of records in their own States, one for 
the office of the Secretary of State, and one for the 
Department of the Interior; and if they could be 
reimbursed for their clerk hire, they would be able 
to get along as well in the smaller as in the larger 
States. Under these circumstances, I have offered 
this amendment, providing compensation for clerk 
hire,and 1 trust the Senate will concur in its 
adopuon. 

The amendment was adopted 

Mr. DICKINSON. I propose to amend the 
bill in the fifth line of the first section, by inserting 
after the word “acquired? the words, tunder the 
supervision of the census board, created by the act 
of the 5th March, 1849,” and to strike out the 
words, “Secretary of the Interior,” wherever they 
occur, and insert “said board.” ‘The object of the 
proposed amendment is to put the taking of this 
census under the direction of the census board, or 
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rather not to give it to the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior, but to continue.it in the hands of this board. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. E would ask 
the honorable Senator from New York what ad- 
vantage there would be in transferring it from the 
Secretary of the Interior to the census board? 

Mr. DICKINSON. I think the section of 
country from which the Senator and myself comes, 
justifies. me in answering his question by putting 
to him another: of what particular advantage will it 
be to take from the census board the control of 
this matter? | am of the opinion that this Depart- 
ment of the Interior will be abated before this ses- 
sion is over 

Mr, BUTLER, (in his seat.) Abolished. 

Mr. DICKINSON. No, sir; abated is the 
word; and it appears to me, therefore, that there 
is no fitness or propriety in transferring the con- 
trol of this matter to that department. It is now 
in the hands of this board. They have printed 
papers in relation to it, and they must have be- 
come ‘more or less conversant with the business. 

` I hold, therefore, that itis fit and proper that the 
census board, having been created for this pur- 
pose, should continue to have the control of the 
subject. In the formation of the census board, we 
have three departments of the Government com- 
bined; and though I may not have assented to the 
raising of the board, since it has been raised— 
since it has been upward of a year engaged in the 
work—I hope it will be continued by them to the 
close. 

Mr. DAVIS. I will answer the inquiry of the 
Senator from New York, and in a manner which I 
think will be satisfactory to him. 1 believe it has 
been the practice, from the, organization of this 
Government down to the present time, to intrust 
the execution of the census to the Secretary of 
State. Up to the last spring, there was no such 
department as that of the Department of the Inte- 

rior in existence. At that period the department 
was created, and certain duties were assigned to it, 
and among other things was this matter of the 
census. The committee, therefore, felt it to be 
their duty to carry out*the design which the law 
itself contemplated. It was part of the original 
arrangement, made when the department was es- 
tablished, to transfer this duty to that department 
of the Government. Now, it seems to me that if 
it remains there, it can be carried forward much 
more correctly and conveniently; and there is no 
other department into whose hands it can be so 
judiciously referred. By that department, the sys- 
tem which has hitherto been proceeded upon, will 
be carried out. That is all. The duties are, in 
fact, transferred by law, from the Secretary of 
State to the Secretary of the Interior, and go to 
him with the organization of the department; and 
it is very manifest that it will be an inconvenient 
labor to impose upon these three genUemen—the 
heads of the three departments—and that respon- | 
sibility will devolve upon nobody. T'he depart- 
ments are not organized to meet such a state of 
things ; and if the Senator is desirous of baving 
this work carried on in the way in which it should 
be, I think he will allow it to remain where it is at į 
present. The Senator says that the department 
willbeabated. 1 do not know how that may be; 
but if it should be the will of Congress to abolish 
it, Congress will of course provide for the transfer 
of this duty to some proper and suitable quarter. 
I hope, then, under the circumstances, that the mo- 
tion of the Senator from New York will not be 
adopted. 

Mr. DICKINSON. 1 do not intend to-question | 
the propriety of bringing in a bill of this sort; but 
that does not impose upon us the necessity of | 
passing it in the form in which it is presented | 
here. The fact that we created the Department | 
of the Interior, and that it contemplates taking | 
under its jurisdiction the duties of this census | 
board, is no good reason that these duties should : 
be thus placed in the hands of that department. 
The law prescribing its range of duties is not, like ; 
that of the Medes and Persians, unalterable. EV 
wish to overrule that law, so far as the commit- ! 

ment of these duties is concerned. I prefer that | 
they should be performed by the census board, |} 
because I believe they will more efficiently dis- | 
charge them, than if left to the care of any one of |; 
the departments. The bill creating the Departs. 
ment of the Interior, it will be remembered, was || 
passed almost without discussion; and the mere j 
fact that these duties were assigned to that depart- || 


| have introduced, for the abolition of the Home | 


ment, under that bill, is not sufficient to satisfy me 
that it is proper that the Secretary of the Interior | 
should retain control over the subject. ; 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I appeal to my honor- | 
able friend from New York, to know whether the į 
remaining duties of this board are of sufficient | 
consequence to deprive the three departments of ; 
the Government of their heads, to assemble from | 
time to time to consult in regard to the manage- 
„ment of the business? It seems to me that, after | 
legislation upon the subject, the remaining duties 
to be performed are of so practical a character, 
that it is wholly unnecessary to trouble the heads 
of the three departments with them. I hope, 
therefore, that the Senator will allow it to remain 
as it is; and if we repeal the law establishing 
‘the Department of the Interior, in the repealing 
act it can, by a word, be declared whether the 
completion of this business shall go to any of the 
other departments of the Government. Now, I 
think’ that, inasmuch as the work is nearly com- 
pleted, we need not trouble the three heads of the 
departments with it. 

Mr. DICKINSON. One word further. Tacton 
the principle that, if it is going to trouble three 
heads of departments much, it must be exceedingly 
troublesome to one, unless we reverse the old max- 
im, and say that one head is better than three. The 
duties devolving upon the board, under the act by į 
which it was constituted, are nearly completed, it is 
true; butit is for Congress to determine to what ex- 
tent they shall continue to act. Now, I propose to 
set the question at rest, by declaring that the board 
shall continue to have the control of the matter 
until the work is completed. ‘Phe board has a 
secretary, and if they meet two or three times a 
week, it will be sufficient; for their duties will be 
merely supervisory, and they will in no way in- 
torfere with the other duties belonging to those 
departments. This Department of the Interior has 
already swallowed up the duties of the Secretary 
of War. In time of peace, he has no longer any 
thing to do, as Lam informed, lam opposed to 
taking away everything from the other depart- 
menis, and giving it to the Department of the In- 
terior, making that department overshadow and 
supersede all the others, There are many objec- 
tions that might be urged against assigning these 
duties to this one officer, but l know of no good 
reason against giving them to the census board, 
except that it will withdraw their attention to that 
extent from their other duties; and 1 do not think 
their other duties are so exceedingly onerous that 
they cannot take the supervision of this matter, 
especially as it will last but a few months, and 
give us the advantage of the wisdom and discretion 
of three gentlemen, instead of one. 

Mr. BUTLER. There are many things that 
may be better done by one than by three. In regard 
to the duties that devolve upon the board, I take it 
for granted they are not likely to consult—they are 
duties altogether foreign to any department of 
the Government—it is a special jurisdiction. The 
only way to make a department responsible is, to 
give to it appropriate duties. The gentlemen 
composing the board have charge of different de- 
partments, while the control of this matter belongs 
properly to one; and it does seem to me that it can 
be better conducted by one than by three. If the 
Secretary of the Department of the Interior has 
any subject more appropriately than another under 
his jurisdiction, it seems to me it is exactly such 
a subject as this. Now, if an act should be passed, 
abolishing the Department of the Interior, that act 
will necessarily provide that these duties shal! de- 
volve upon some other department—perhaps the 
Department of State; but I believe that a business 
of this kind requires entirety of design, and that it | 
cannot be conducted as well by three as by one. 

Mr. HUNTER. I have no doubt that the 
business may be performed, either by the Secre- 
tary of the Interior, or by the census board, and | 
that it can be as well performed by one as by the | 
other; but we have a bill pending here, which I 


Department. 1 know not whether it will be passed 
or not. [I hope it will receive the sanction of both 
houses of Congress, for I regarded it with appre- 
hension at the time it was created; but, so far as 
this question is concerned, it seems to me to be 
entirely a question of patronage. I have nodoubt į 
that either the census board or the Secretary of | 
the Interior could discharge the duties, but 1 would 


Secretary of the Interior, and for«that reason I 
shall vote for the amendment of the Senator from 


‘| New York. 


Mr. SHIELDS. I take the liberty of stating, 
for the information of my friend from New York, 
one thing which, perhaps, may have escaped his 
notice—it is this, that when the duties, formerly 
performed by the Secretary of State, were trans- 
ferred from his department to this new depaitment, 
all the machinery appertaining to those duties was 
transferred with thera, and that there is in the De- 
partment of the Interior, as in every other depart- 
ment, a particular bureau for the conduct, and 
management, and superintendence of each of those 
matters which appropriately belong to the depart- 
ment. The Department. of the Interior has a 
special bureau for the control and management of 
this particular matter, with a clerk or clerks, as 
the case may be, well qualified to attend to it 
This subject, then, was transferred to the Secretary 
of the Interior at the same time its other duties 
were transferred; and if you take it away from 
him, and give it to this board, embracing these 
three heads of departments, you must authorize 
them to establish something in the way of new 
machinery to carry the work on. So far as my 
experience on this point goes, I must say I am 
rather for abolishing the board of census, and 
getting rid of the secretary of the board, so far as 
this duty is concerned; because, as every gentle- 
man on this floor must see, our chairman and the 
secretary have been at variance almostever since 
the origin of this bill. And now, Sir, as itis a 
question between the chairman of the committee 
of the Senate and the secretary of the census 
board, I must say that I prefer, for one, to stand by 
our committee, rather than the secretary of the 
board. It isa question to be determined here, 
whether that secretary is to contro! the decision of 
the Senate, or the committee appointed by the 
Senate itself. Ihave no doubt the secretary is a 
very excellent and a very worthy man, in his way; 
but I know when he appeared before our com- 
mittee, he appeared to think that the committee had 
no power whatever to interfere with the power 
that had been delegated to him. The committee 
could not revise, review, or correct any of the 
propositions he made; and so far as that question 
is concerned, I wish to get rid of the census board. 

But, sir, independently of that, I have had some 
experience in these departments, and I know, if 
you transfer this matter to these three gentlemen, 
as has been well said by the Senator from South 
Carolina, one of them must attend to the business. 
You must fix the responsibility somewhere, in 
order to have the business properly attended to. 
Besides, sir, by taking this business away from 
the Department of the Interior, you will leave the 
particular bureau of that department, to which it 
was assigned, unemployed. In mentioning this, E 
would say to my honorable friend from New York, 
that [ am not disposed to give that department any 
more power than he desires to give it; but I can- 
not but think it a much wiser disposal of this 
question, to leave it to the Department of the Inte- 
rior. 

Mr. DICKINSON. It has not escaped me, that 
some of these duties, which have been transferred 
to the Department of the Interior, have been trans- 
fered by the express language of the statute ; but 
I imagine that the honorable Senator from Ilinois 
is mistaken in regard tothe fact, that there has been 
a bureau established expressly for the purpose of 
looking into this matter. On the contrary, al- 
though it is not strictly parliamentary to allude to 
the proceedings of the other house, it appears that 
in the Department of the Interior clerks have been 
employed beyond the number allowed by law, and 
that department is now seeking compensation for 
those clerks thus employed without authority of 
law, and one branch of Congress is now discus- 
sing the question whether they shall be paid or 
not. So far, then, from the Secretary of the Interior 
having a bureau of clerks ready for this business, 
he has been obliged to employ clerks to transact the 
business of the department without authority of 
law. 

In regard to this subject of patronage, I have no 
sympathy with it; I do not know anything about 
it. As to the secretary of the board of census, I 
do not know him; and Ihave never conversed 
with any member of the board apon the subject, 
lam neither standing by the committee nor by 


sooner confide those duties to the board than the 


the census board, but by what 1 conceive to be the 
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right of the matter. With all deference to my 
friends on the other side, I have yet to learn that, 
in a complicated matter, such as taking the census, 
all of the board are to participate in every minute 
portion of the proceedings; but in preparing for 
it, in giving directions and in taking preliminary 
measures, I suppose the experience of three men 
would be better than the wisdom of- one. If it 
were not so—if nothing could be efficiently done 
except by one man—you might as well concentrate 
the whole Government in the hands of the Secre- 
tary of the Interior. 

Sir, T repeat, it will be but fora few months 
that this. matter will be before the board of census. 
These officers can meet once or twice a week if 
necessary, and spend an hour’s time; and if their 
suggestions are worth nothing to each other, J can 
only say, that they are entirely unfit for their 
places. Bringing their views into comparison, 
advising with each other, and arranging the man- 
ner in which the business shall be conducted, must |} 
be of essential advantage. They already have a 
secretary employed; and that secretary is probably 
provided with a room—or bureau if you please— 
where the business can be transacted; and I ven- 
ture to say that it will cost the Government as 
little, and be as efficiently done, as if it were com- 
mitted exclusively into the hands of the Secretary 
of the Interior. i have no interested view—I am 
not a party to the fecling that has grown up be- 
tween the committee of the Senate and the census 
board; but I wish to arrest now and forever the 
bestowal of this great and overgrown patronage 
and power on the Department of the Interior. I 
predicted evil from it when the bill was hurried 
through the Senate, and passed intoa law, without 
discussion or an opportunity for examination; 
and my worst fears have been realized. I will f 
give no vote to bestow an unnecessary patronage 
on that department; and whenever a proposition 
shall be submitted for abolishing it, I shall give it 
nly support. l 

The question was then taken on the proposed 
amendment; and it was, upon a division, nega- 
tived—ayes 15, noes 19. ` 

Mr. DICKINSON. I move now to strike out 
the words “the Interior,” wherever they occur, 
and insert the word “ State,” so as to give the 
control of the matter to the Secretary of State. 

The question being taken, the motion was not 
agreed to—ayes 14, noes 17. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I will move further to 
amend by striking out the words ‘Secretary of 
the Interior,” and inserting ‘* Attorney General.” 

The question being taken, the motion was not 
agreed to—there being, upon a division, ayes 17, 
noes 19. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there beno 
further arnendments to the original bill, the ques- 
tion will be on the substitute offered by the Sena- 
tor from Georgia. 

Mr. DAWSON. 
taken up by sections. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Ihave been requested, 
and approve of the suggestion, to move an amend- 
ment to the tables reported by the committee. 
Some gentlemen think we might dispense with the 
enumeration of some of these small articles. 

Mr. BUTLER. We have not come to the 
tables yet. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Itis with the view of 
perfecting the bill before we take up the substitute 
that has been offered by the Senator from Georgia. 
I will state, that it has been suggested to me as 
important for agricultural purposes, and to show 
the advancement of agriculture, to have the amount 
of manured land, during the last year, stated in the 
tables ; and it is proposed that some little column 
be devoted to this subject. I therefore move to 
strike out the column of beeswax and honey, and 
insert a column for the subject I have named. 
The columns now stand thus: “ Acres of Land:” 
& Jmproved:’? “ Unimproved.” I propose to add | 
« Manured,’”? and to strike out the column for |} 
“ Honey and Beeswax.” 

Mr. RUSK. [Ihave no objection to strike out 
“honey and beeswax,” but I do object to the 
column for ‘ manured”’ lands, as being calculated 
to mislead the public mind as to the nature of the 
land in different parts of the Union. In my own 
State, we have rich land which is not manured, 
and does not require it. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. That is the case in my 


I move that the substitute be 


! vated and that in a poor state. 


| vides fo 


į division, by the square root of the number of square miles in 


own State, but I make the amendment for. the 


| benefit of others. 


Mr. MANGUM. Itseems to me that the word 
tt manured,” proposed to be inserted by this 
amendment, is exceedingly indefinite, and that no 
good can possibly arise from it. How much ma- 
nured? [know something about agriculture, as I 


-have been engaged in it; and I know that it would 


be impossible to procure any information by this 
means that would be useful to any one. E hope 
the amendment will not be adopted. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. We do not manure the 
land in my quarter of the country, and I have not 
any definite Information on the subject. The gen- 
tleman from Virginia (Mr. HunteR] suggested 
that an amendment of this sort would be very 
advantageous to show the progress of agriculture, 
and asked me whether there could be any place 
made for it. I informed him that, by giving up 
altogether some little article, we could make room 
for the amendment he suggested in that column, | 
and at his instance I moved the amendment. I 
trust that the gentleman from Virginia, if he thinks 
it important, wiil show the reasons why he desires 
it, and sustain it. I have no particular desire for 
its adoption. 

Mr. HUNTER. I believe this amendment is 
desirable and useful, It may be a matter of very 
little importance to obtain any tables of agricul- 
tural statistics; but if we are to endeavor to pro- 
cure information of the progress of agriculture in 
th's country, surely nothing is more important 
than to ascertain the quantity of land which is im- 
proved. By this means we shall be able to com- 
pare the progress of this sort of agricultural im- 
provement; and itis one in which the old States 


„are very much interested. I believe there is no 


column in the agricultural table in which the agri- 
cultural community generally would take more 
interest than the one proposed in the amendment. 
I, too,ama farmer—not so good a farmer, perhaps, 
as my friend from North Carolina; but I know 
that manure is entitled to come in under this spe- 
cific head, which is probably as definite as any 
other. There would be great difficulty in ascer- 
taining accurately the precise quantity, but we can 
nevertheless ascertain facts of great interest to those 
engaged in the pursuit of agriculture. l have no 
particular interest in this amendment. We have 
no more manure in Virginia than they have in 
North Carolina, but I had hoped to have the as- 
sistance of the Senator from that State. I was 
not surprised when the Senator from Texas [Mr. 
Rusk] and the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Ux- 
perwoop] disclaimed the necessity of the amend- 
ment; but I had hoped that the old North State 
would have stood by Virginia in an inquiry so 
important. 

Mr. MANGUM. My honorable friend, I be- 


lieve, lives in the lower part of Virginia. 1 know | 
something of the nature of that country as well as į 


of the lower part of North Carolina. The land 
there is highly manured, and in a high state of cul- 
tivation, producing the great staple Indian corn in | 
great perfection; but it would be impossible to dis- 
criminate between the land which ts highly culti- 
The agricultural 
societies can get this information with infinitely į 
more accuracy than the deputy marshals, who 
probably never owned or cultivated an acre of land, 
and perhaps do not know a pea froma bean. It 
would be attended wich no practical result, and 
would be utterly useless. 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 


| and it was rejected. 


The question then recurred on the amendment | 
offered by the Senator from Georgia. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I have carefully examined 
both the bill and the amendment offered by the | 
Senator from Georgia, and my disposition is in | 
favor of the amendment. There is, however, one į 
section of the bill to which I ask the attention of | 
the committee, in order that they may give me | 
such information as will enable me to vote intelli- | 
gently. His that section of the bill which pro- | 

r compensation to the deputy marshals. I | 
will read it: 


} 
SEC. 13. And be it further enacted, That each assistant ! 
shall be allowed as compensation for his services, after the | 


rate of two cents for each person enumerated, and ten cents 
a mile for necessary travel, to be ascertained by multiply- 


ing the square root of the number of dwelling-houses in the į 


such division, and the produet shall be taken as the number 
of miles traveled for all purposes in takiug this census: 


I confess 1 am not quite mathematician enough 
to understand the reason for assigning the com- 
pensation, which the deputy marshals:shall receive 
for their travels, thus mathematically. In looking 
at it, this is the objection which occurs to: my 
mind: Take a township of land with thirty-six 
square miles, or six miles square, with a population 


| of two thousand souls on. it, and four hundred 


dwellings—being, | suppose, very nearly the aver- 
age extent of the townships in the eastern section 
of the Union—and you will find a given result. 
You will find the compensation for travel will 
amount to from twelve to sixteen dollars. Take, 
then, a city with not half that number of square 
miles, but with ten times the number of inhabitants 
and dwellings, the amount of ‘travel will be more 
than fourfold greater than it is over the township 
of thirty-six square miles—so thet the compensa- 
tion will be larger for the smaller district, whereas 
the amount of travel will be greater in the luger. 
I may be wrong, but I desire to know why the 
rule was adopted. I confess that the section in 
the amendment seems to graduate the pay more 
according to my notions of propriety, and to make 
it more even. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. That provision of the 
bill was introduced at my suggestion, as an amend- 
ment upon former census bills, and I beg leave to 
explain it as briefly as I can to the Senate. I 
think it can be demonstrated to the people, and I 
wish to show to the gentleman from Maine the 
reasons, in the first place, why some change was 
necessary; and with a view to do that, 1 have 
taken the compensation provided, according to the 
bill offered by my friend from Georgia, to show 
how unjust and unequal that provision is. And if 
I can show the enormous inequality and injustice 
of it, and demonstrate it mathematically, you will 
then see the propriety of udopting some rule on 
the subject; and if I ean then show you that the 
rule which has been adopted operates with perfect 
fairness and justice, | hope the Senate will retain 
it, 

Now, sir, as to the rule which the bill offered as 
a substitute proposes. ere is the old mode of 
compensating the marshals for taking the census: 

s Por every one hundred inbabitants enumerated and de- 
seribed, they shalt receive, in alt incorporated villages, 
towns, and cities, containing more than ten thousand in- 
habitants, one dollar and fifty cents; in all subdivisions not 
included in such villages, towns, or cities, containing, on an 
average, more than seventy-five Inhabitants to the square 
mile, two dollars for each hundred ; in subdivisions contain- 
ing Jess than seventy-five and more than fifty inbabitants to 
the square mile, two dollars and ffly cents for each bun- 


1 an f 
| dred; in subdivisions containing less than fifty and more 


than twenty-five inhabitants to the square mile, three dol- 
lars for each hundred; in subdivisions containing less than 
twenty-five and imore than ten inhabitants to the square 
mile, four dollars for each hundred; in subdivisions con- 
taining less than ten and anore than five inbabilants to the 
square m le, five dollars for each hundred; and in subdivis- 
ions containing less than five inhabitants to the square mile, 
such compensation as the Secretary of the Iuterior shall 
allow.” 

Now, the Senate will perceive that any mode of 
compensation embraces two distinct things—the 
amount of travel which is to be performed by the 
census-taker, and the amount of time consumed in 
taking the actual enumeration, when he has the 
persons before him; and you find, according to the 
old plan, that they have endeavored to regulate 
this thing by the idea of square miles and density 
of population, and in doing that, according to the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from Geor- 
gia, and according to all the old census bills, you 
find, that when the population to the square mile is 
so much—seventy-five, for instance—the compen- 
sation shall be so much. When the population to 
the square mile is much less, the compensation is 
much more; and so on, as you diminish the popu- 
lation to the square mile, you increase the rate of 
compensation. Wellnow, sir, I have taken up that 
idea and carried it out, to show its enormous In- 
equality and injustice, I have illustrated it by As- 
suming two counties. Itake my first county to be 
thirty miles square; that will give you nine hundred 
square miles. I have taken my second county as 
twenty miles square ; that gives four hundred 
square miles. And in looking over the different 
counties in the United States, J find that they fluc- 
tuate in different States of the Union, from twenty 
to thirty miles square, sometimes more and some- 
times Jess; but most of the counties in the old 
States vary from twenty to thirty miles square. 
Well, sir, take a county of thirty miles square, 
which will give nine hundred square miles, and 
take seventy-six inhabitants to the square miles 
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then multiply the nine hundred by the seventy-six, 

and you have sixty-eight thousand four hundred. 

That will embrace the largest and most populous 

counties in the New England States, and in the 

most densely populated parts of the United States. 

Well, sir, at $2 per hundred, which is the rate of 
compensation proposed by this bill, it would give 

you $1,368 for taking the census and enumerating 
the inhabitants in a county of that size, and that 
number to the square miles Well, now, suppose, 
instead of seventy-six to the square mile, you take 
seventy-four to the square mile, and you get a 
different grade of compensation... How will that, 
on calculation, present itself? Multiply nine hun- 
dred by seventy-four, and you will get sixty-six 
thousand six hundred, and the compensation for 
this is to be $2 50 per hundred; that will give you 
$1,665 as compensation for the marshal, Thus 
the marshal, who does the least work, gets $297 
more than the other. 

Mr. DAWSON. That does not follow. 


not go into it. Here is a plain statement to any 
mathematical mind, beyond the possibility of be- 
ing questiongd. The rule proposed, must work 
exactly as I have shown it, and it is utterly im- 


t 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. It does follow, under 
your bill, by mathematical demonstration. I will 
repeat it again, because there is no possibility of 
evading it. According to this bill, in all districts 
that havea population of more than seventy-five ; 
to the square mile, the marshal is to be paid. for the 
enumeration $2per hundred. ‘Take then a county | 
containing nine hundred square miles, and‘seventy- 
six inhabitants to the square mile, and the com- 
pensation will be $1,368; then the bill says thatif 
there be less than seventy-five inhabitants to the 
square mile—and seventy-four is less—the mar- || 
shal shall receive $2 50 per hundred. So that in a 
district of the same extent, but with less popula- 
tion, and therefore less work, the marshal would 
get $297 more than the man who has more work 
todo. Well, sir, then try it upon a smaller coun- 
ty; take twenty miles square, and you have four | 
bundred square miles; multiply that by seventy- | 
six, and you have a population of thirty thou- |i 
sand four hundred; multiply that again by $2, 
which is the rate of compensation, and you have 
$608. Take another county with ceventy-four to || 
the square mile, and gqthrough the same process, 
and you will find that the man doing the least 
work gets $132 more than the man who does the 
most work. 

Well, sir, L went on with these calculations, 
and 1 took different grades, for I wanted to show 
the monstrous injustice and inequality of the bill. 
L took nine hundred square miles and multiplied 
it by forty-nine, which constitutes, being less than | 
fifty, another grade of compensation, and the re- li 


| miles the census-taker or deputy marshal has to 


i families could be located in exact mathematical 
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possible to prevent it. - g oA 
Well, having found out these inequalities, so 
perfectly manifest, I set myself to work to find 
out if there was any rule to prevent it, and to 
combine the time consumed in taking the enumer- 
ation of the population with the travel the man 
must undergo in order to get the persons before 
him; and I have, I think, made a rule which | 
works as mathematically certain, in every state of 
the case, as that two and two make four; and that 
does justice to everybody. Now, sir, if the Sen- 
ator from Maine [Mr. Hamuin] wili be kind 
enough to listen, I will present a very plain case, 
which illustrates the whole: , 
Suppose there are four square miles—that will 
be two miles each way square; this is the sim- 
plest case we can consider, and when we consider 
It, it applies to millions of square miles just as 
well as to four. Now suppose there are four 
‘families on these four square miles, and only four 
families; if you have these four families located 
about the centre of each of these s.juare miles, 
you will just have to travel four miles to get at 
each of their houses. Begin at the centre of one 
square mile, and go to the centre of the other, 
and you have one mile; travel to the centre of the 
other two miles, and then back to the point from 
which you started, and you have four miles. 
These four miles take you through the whole 
square miles, and you have got to the whole four 
families. Then, sir, if you will take the square 
root of the square miles, being two, and the square 
root of the families, being two more, and multi- 
ply one by the other, it makes four—the number 
of miles you travel. Now, you may extend that 
to ten million of acres, or ten million of square 
miles, and if you will dot families equally over the 
whole, it will give you the precise number of 
travel, to get at each family. If, therefore, the 
and regular order, so as to be placed the same dis- 
tance apart, the rule would work with actual 
mathematical precision, and give you the precise 
number of miles which the census-taker would 
travel. i 
The next question that came up was, knowing 
that they were not scattered over the country with 
that mathematical exactness—knowing that the 
families were not placed, if there was but one to 


sult was a population of forty-four thousand one 
hundred; and for this you pay $3 per hundred— 
so that you have $1,323 for this man’s compensa- ; 
tion, ‘Thus it appears that the man, who enumer- 
ates forty-four thousand one hundred people, may Í 
receive within $45 of the compensation of the man 
who has enumerated sixty-eight thousand four 
hundred people, in an equal extent of territory. 
In, other words, sir, relatively, you only allow in 
this case $45 for enumerating twenty-four thou- 
sand three hundred people, without regarding 
the additional travel which the man has to undergo : 
in enumerating the dense population more than | 
he would perform, in the same extent of terri- | 
tory, if the population were sparse. I put the |; 
same rule down to the twenty-mile square, and I!) 
find that the result of it is thatthe man who takes |; 
the population where there are only forty-nine to || 
the square mile, gets within $20 as much pay as 
the man who takes the popuiation in a country ` 
twenty mile square with seventy-six_to the square | 
mile, In other words, $20 is to pay for enumera- | 
ting ten thousand eight hundred persons; or rather © 
relatively, less than two mills per head is to pay = 
for enumerating these ten thousand eight hundred `! 
persons, when the bill allows, as the lowest com- 
pensation, one and a half cents per head for ` 
enumerating the population of the most crowded | 
cities, 

But, sir, I did not half stop here in my calcula- 
tious, I took this table from beginning to end, and 
all the jumps which it makes in its compensa- 
tion, just work precisely in this way; and it is ut- 
terly impossible to prevent it, under any such sys- 
tem of compensation as this. Before T presented 
my rule to the committee, I took up the compen- 
sation of the States, according to their square 
miles, and the population to the Square mile, in 
the different States, and I find that the greatest in- 
equality existed under the last census; but I will 


jif it did not work exactly correct, the difference 


the square mile, exactly in the centre of each 
square mile—knowing that that was uot the cuse— 
the next question for consideration was, whether, 
in their dispersion over the country, they were 
sprinkled with sufficient equality in all parts of the 
country to justify the assumption of this rule. 
The committee, upon reflection, thought that it 
would justify the assumption of the rule, because, 


would be in behalf of the marshals, Let me prove 
to you that it would benefit the census-taker, 
if the people were not scattered over the country 
with the precise mathematical exactness which 
l have supposed. Ft will benefit the census-taker | 
a little, and a very little; and I will show you 
exactly how far it would benefit the census- 
taker; and when you come to look at it, I 
think you will see that it is sufficiently accurate 
to make the rule. Suppose you have the corn 
in your field planted in rows—then, if you begin 
to travel along your rows of corn, you know pre- 
cisely the distance you have to travel between 
each cornstalk. So, if families are placed with 
the same regularity in which the cornstalks grow, 
you know precisely the number of miles you have 
to travel between each; but if, in the upper part of 
the country, they are thinly scattered, and ail of 
them congregated in the lower part, the census- 
taker will have less distance to travel, to get the 
population of that country, than he would if they 
were scattered over the whole surface, with the 
mathematical precision that I have stated. But it || 
18 not a matter of very mach concern to the Senate |! 
and House of Representatives, whether the census- | 
taker makes a few picayunes or a few dollars by | 
the people being congregated upon this creek, or 

upon that corner of rich land, in the county—by 

their being congregated in one particular neighbor- 

hood, instead of being plastered over with equal 

smoothness everywhere. That is the whole of it. 


if, as I have stated, the families were placed in 
equal numbers upon each square mile, the rule 
would be perfectly accurate in every particular. 
The pravisions of this bill require that the mar- 
shal shall report the number of square miles in each 
district, and the number of families residing in 
the district. You have, therefore, the elements 
of. applying the rule with perfect precision, 
and the only possible injustice is, that where the 
population may be more congregated in one part 
of a county than another, the poor census-taker 
gets a little advantage; and the committee were 
willing to give that advantage, supposing the popu- 
lation sufficiently spread over the counties to make 
the rule a just one. 

Mr. YULEK. Will the Senator allow me to 
ask him why any new principle has been adopted 
in regard to the compensation of these marshals? 
l have referred to the acts providing for the taking 
of the census of 1830 and 1840, and I think that 
this is altogether a novel compensation for these 
sérvices—certainly | can find no provisison in any 
former act for the payment of mileage to these 
officers. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I will answer my friend 
from Florida with a great deal of pleasure. The 
former acts, as | have already stated, compute the 
compensation under the combined rule of square 
miles, and population to the square mile. Of 
course, under all therules of compensation hereto- 
fore prevailing, they have endeavored to make it 
from these two elements. The number of miles 
that have to be traveled is blended in these 
former acts of Congress, and connected with the 
extent of population to the square mile. A terri- 
tory of four hundred square miles, for instance, 
or twenty miles square, supposing there be two 
thousand families, would give five families in 
a square mile. Now, to reach all these fami- 
lies by travelling over the country, you would have 
to travel more miles than if there was but one 
family to each square mile, and if there was but 
one family to each five square miles, it would di- 
minish the distance to be traveled. The rule of 
computation has been, to combine the travel over 
the country and the time consumed in taking the 
census, in something like a computation table, such 
as the Senator from Georgia has presented. It is 
an unjust rule every way, as I have shown, and 
the question is, whether the evil cannot be obviated 
by combining these elements with something like 
mathematical precision. lt can be done if we take 
the square root of the number of families, and the 
square root of the square miles, and multiply 
them one into the other. 

I do not know that I can make this matter 
plainer, but any Senator has only to make a dia- 
gram for himself, as J have stated, and take four 
square miles, and locate four families upon each 
square mile. There is the whole element of the 
calculation, and it can be worked out in its appli- 
cation to a million of square miles, if necess vy. 

it has been suggested, that the marshals will not 
understand this mode of computation. Ido noteare, 
if they do not. ltis not desirable that they shouid, 
because thev are not to fix their own compensa- 
tion. They are to report the number of families, 
and the number of square miles in the territory; 
and when they have made their report, the Secre- 
tary of the Interior can at once ascertain, by this 
rule, what is due to them, and compensate them 
accordingly. 

Mr. COOPER. Suppose that he has one hun- 
dred families to one square mile, what will be bis 
compensation ? 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. The case is very plain, 
If you take one hundred families, and pùt them 
on one square mile, and dot them equally over the 
surface, you have but to multiply the square root 
of the hundred families by the square root of one 
mile; and you will find, when you take the cen- 
sus, that you have to travel more than a mile to 
go to the families on it. The rule is just as appli- 
cable to one mile, as to five thousand; and if you 
will take the trouble of making a diagram, and 
going Into the calculation, you will find it so. 
You will perceive, in a case of that sort, if you 
have a hundred families, that the census-taker hag 
to go back and forward across this mile fourteen or 
fificen times, and he may travel as many miles in 
going to the houses on that square mile. 

Mr. COOPER. How will it be in cities where 
they may be all on one square? 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Cities may be excepted, 
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if desired, but they ought not to be. It occupies 
a great deal of time in traveling up and down the 
streets. They ought to be paid as well as the 
census-takers in the country. You should com- 
bine both elements of Jabor—the time-apent in 
going from place to place is one, and the time spent 
in taking the enumeration of the other; and the 
rule, based on these two elements, operates alike 
and equally throughout. ° 

Mr. DAWSON. It is not exactly the place to 
argue the general advantages of the bill | have 
presented, and I shall confine myself to the point 
presented by the Senator from Kentucky. In my 


bill, the draughter has mostly taken the rule of | 


compensation from the laws heretofore in force on 
the subject. I will illustrate a moment. It pro- 


vides, that for every hundred inhabitants enu- | 


merated and described, they shall receive, in all 


incorporated villages, towns, and cities containing | 


more than ten thousand inhabitants, $150. The 
second section requires the marshals, so far as 


practicable, to divide the whole of their respective | 


districta in such a manner that each subdivision, 
by estimation, shall not contain more than twenty 
thousand inhabitants. Now, suppose we take a 
city of twenty thousand inhabitants, what com- 
pensation will the marshal receive? Efe will re- 
ceive just $300: where it is a city, we must adopt 
some average rule, for we cannot be precisely ac- 
curate inthis matter, The next provision of the 
_hill is, that in all subdivisions, not included in such 
villages, towns, or cities, and containing on an 


average more than seventy-five persons to the | 
ge m i | 
square mile, he shall receive $2 for each hundred 


persons. Now, supposing them to be spread over 
a territory of twenty miles square, instead of a 
city of twenty thousand persons—we do not take 
into consideration the number of houses in the 
twenty miles square—we only increase the com- 
pensation twenty-five per cent., and the assistant 
marshal will receive $400. This calculation may 
be extended to the other provisions of the bill on 
this point, and it will be found to exhibit the same 
result. Thecounty in which I reside, for instance, 
is about twenty miles square, with a population of 
twelve thousand persons. The marshal would 
then receive $2 a hundred, and what would be his 
whole compensation for taking the census? Why, 
$240, and no more; and in the city of Savannah, 
with a population of fifteen thousand, he would 
only receive $225. 

That is the reason why I present this law; and 
all will see, that when the deputy-marshal in the 
county in which I reside—and who knows that it 
contains about,12,000 inhabitants—looks at the bill, 
and ascertains the number of inhabitants to a square 
mile, he at once knows his compensation, and can 
tell in a moment that he is to receive the amount 
($240) I named. Hence it was that I supposed the 
bill which I present contained the better plan. It 


is in accordance with the previous laws for taking | 


the enumeration of our people since the foundation 
of Government. It is said that there will be ine- 
qualities of compensation under it. This is true; 
but it arises out of inequalities for which we cannot 
provide. : 
in no instance under the bill we propose, can any 


assistant, marshal receive more than $600 for taking | 


the census. ‘The rules of compensation and com- 
putation are so clear, that they can be understood 
and comprehended at once, without a long calcu- 
lation. l have no doubt that, according to the 
plan of the Senator from Kentucky, the matter 
may be calculated to a mathematical demonstra- 
tion; but the laws should be plain, comprehensive, 
and easily understood by all classes of people. I 
have not made this statement before, because the 
bill was not yet under consideration; when it shall 
be presented to be considered, section by section, 
the Senate will find it perfectly consistent and con- 
formable to the objects we propose to carry Into 
execution. True, the assistant marshals are to re- 
ceive additional compensation for taking the statis- 
tics required by the bill, which is certainly just and 
proper 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. [shall not pretend to do 
anything more than answer the question of my 
friend from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Ceoper,] and in 
regard to which, I had not made any calculation 
when he asked it. 1 want to show him how ad- 
mirably the rule will work. He puts the question 
as toa city. Well, I have taken a city or town 
of two thousan j 
scattered over four miles square—-that is, two 


d inhabitants, and supposed them | 


We are making it the best we can; and | 


| shall receive therefor the compensation allowed to the as- | 


! a very complicated one. 


j am obliged to say, after all, that we act solely on 


miles every way. Suppose there are ten persons 

in each family, and then there are two hun- 
dred families in the two thousand mhabitants. 
The square root of your two hundred families 
is fourteen, and that of your four square miles 
is two, and your census-taker will have to travel 
twenty-eight miles to get your population. 1} 
merely rise to answer this question, to show that 
you might take the rule and bring it down to 
four miles, or one mile, or make it five millions of 
miles, and it is precisely the same; and if you 
will give the number of families, it will show you 
the precise number of miles the officer will have 
to travel, supposing them to be equally scattered 
over the surface. The only objection to the rule 


is, that they are not equally scattered, and that in |; 


some parts they are congregated in greater num- 
bers than others; but then it only results in a 
litde benefit to the census-taker, and puts a very 
few more dollars in his pocket. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. The commit- 
tee found this question, as have the Senate already, 
They were induced to 
bestow much attention to the subject, because of 
the complaints of the inequality of the compensa- 
tion under the former law—some having received 
what was deemed extravagant, while others, it 
was thought, justly complained that their com- 
pensation was too little. It was a very compli- 
cated question. In the first place, itis necessary 
to estimate how much each marshal could per- 
form—how many they could enumerate—and if 
you can only settle and determine that question, 
1t is very easy to determine what is a reasonable 
compensation for them. The data upon which 
that inquiry is to be founded, is very difficult to 
obtain, and must be mainly conjectural. [ labored 
at it myself, and hastily made a table—though it 
goes moreinto details than itis desirable it should— | 
to meet those inequalities, and to give to each as- 
sistant a compensation, bearing a proper ratio to 
his services. It is not easy to tell how many square 
miles they can go over in a day, or how many 
persons they can enumerate; but one thing is 
plain, that as population diminishes, the com- 
pensation should increase—the increase in the 
time of travel constituting a very considerable į 
portion of the time and labor devoted to the sub- į 
ject. My friend from Kentucky [Mr. Unner- 
woop] has turned his mind to the subject, and I; 


believe, if 1 understand him correctly, went into > 


acareful examination of the returns made, showing 
what compensation was made under the former } 
laws; and having done that with very great care, | 
and having applied his rule to the test of these | 
former returns, which show the actual compensa- 
tion received by those who collected the statistics, | 
in any given portion of the country, as he states, 
it proved to work admirably well. It corrected 
many of the difficulties existing, and reduced the 
whole matter to a rate of compensation equal and 
just in itself. I am satisfied, myself, that it does 
this, because I know that he has bestowed a great 
deal of labor upon it, in all its phases; though I 


our confidence in his judgment and skill in the 
matter. However, there is no practical difficulty 
in extracting the square root of any given num- j; 
ber of figures. Any one, skilled in mathematics, | 
can do it; but if brought to the test under the 
former bill, and it bears the comparison out, and 
proposes a more equal result and just rate of com- 
pensation, it seems to me it must prove relatively 
a better rule. 

While up, I wish, at the suggestion of the Sen- 
ator from Maryland, to move an amendment to the ; 
ninth section. He thinks, in some cases, that the 
marshals themselves may desire to enumerate the 
people; and he thinks that in that case the bill does 
not provide a proper compensation for them. I 
have no objection to it, but I supposed that the 
marshals generally would not desire to execute 
this duty. 

The amendment was read as follows: 


“ Provided, also, That if the marshalof any district shall | 
himself perform the duties enjoined upon the assistant, he 


sistant.” 

Mr. COOPER. I do not rise to discuss the 
amendment or the bill; but at the request of the 
secretary of the census board, who is a constituent 
of mine, and who thinks that some reflection upon 
his conduct was made in the course of a debate 
which took place here on Friday last 


|| gentlemen 


Mr. TURNEY. Task the Senator if he would 
not prefer making these remarks when the Senate 
is more full ? 

Mr. COOPER. I will not take a moment, and 
what I have to say will appear in the papers, and 
that is all I desire. It was stated, sir, in language 
as nearly as I can recollect, that the design of the 
bill, which was proposed by the Senator from 
Georgia, [Mr. Dawson,] as an amendment to the 
bill reported by the committee on the census, 
was alone for the purpose of delay, and that the 
secretary of the census board had no authority 
for drawing it up, or something to that effect. 
He desires that I should say that he was induced 
to prepare the bill, in pursuance of the law of 
March last, under which the census board acted, and 
under the explanation of the provisions of the law, 
given by those who took part in the discussion 
when that bill was under consideration, and espe- 
cially in pursuance of the intimation of the Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts, the chairman of the com- 
mittee, who declared, in the course of that dis- 
cussion, that it would be the duty of the census 
board, to prepare a bill and submit it to the com- 
mittee. Hedid it in pursuance of the remarks 
made by that Senator, and which are reported in 
the Globe newspaper—I think on page 667—I do 
not remember the page, though I have seen the 
report. I make this statement in justification of 
him, and to say for him, that he had no design to 
do anything beyond forwarding the object which 
all have in view, I presume, in this matter. 

Mr. CLARKE. I will ask the Senator from 
Pennsylvania, if he is to be understood as saying 
that the census board gave any direction or intl 
mation as to the preparation of this bill? 

Mr. COOPER. No, sir; I said nothing in re- 
gard to that. Lonly spoke of the design of the 
secretary of the board. 

Mr. DAWSON. The question which the Sen- 
ator from Rhode Island propounded was this: 
whether the census board have approved of this 
bili? I understand they have not. Mr. Collamer 
said he had never read it, and other gentlemen 
have not seen it. I said that the Secretary of the 
Interior, whose duty it was to carry into effect 
the tables, had seen it, and the approval came in 
that way. The board had never seen it, for it 
was not a matter for their jurisdiction, 

Mr. TURNEY. I move that we now adjourn. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. Will the Sena- 
tor withdraw that motion for one moment? 

Mr. TURNEY. 1 will, if the Senator from 
Massachusetts will renew it. 

Mr. DAVIS. I wish merely to say, that I am 
very glad to hear the Senator from Georgia say, 
that one member of the census board, at least, dis- 
claims having seen this bill; for I believe he was 
understood the other day to say he did not ap- 

rove it. I wish also to make a correction myself, 
he Senator from Georgia put the question to me, 


i whether the Secretary of the Interior had not sig- 


nified his approbation of a bill? I do not know 
whether it was this bill or not. Upon reflection, 
Ihave a remembrance that the Secretary of the 
Interior addressed a note to me with regard to 
another matter, and in the conclusion of that note, 
he gave me to understand that he had seen a bill 
which met his approbation. Whether it was the 
bill referred to in the inquiry made by the Sena- 


| tor from Georgia, or not, Í do not undertake to say. 


1 may add, also, because both facts were out of 
my mind at the time the inquiry was made, that 
the Secretary of the Interior, after this bill was 
printed, called on me in this building, and told me 
he had read the committce’s bili with care and at- 
tention, and he desired one small amendment in 
| relation to clerks, which has already been made by 
the Senate. Otherwise, he was entirely satisfied 
| with the bill. He expressed that opinion to me, in 
regard to it; and | am quite willing these or any 
other facts should appear. I only wish now to 
state, that in answering the question put to me 
suddenly by the Senator from Georgia, it was out 
| of my mind that [had any knowledge of the Sec- 
i retary’s views. ; . 

| Iwill say to my friend from Pennsylvania, who 
has just addressed the Senate, thatitisnota mat- 
ter of any consideration with me what motives 
are governed by; I do not wish to go 
into that. I thought the effect of the movement, 
made when this matter was last up for considera- 
tion, would be, to produce delay. I feltan anxiety 
that the business should be carried forward with 
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all practicable dispatch. I saw that the effect of | 
that measure would be necessarily to postpone the | 
business, and I objected to it on that ground, and ! 
on that ground alone. The gentleman who drew 

this hill, says he was following out suggestions of 

mine. He was notin my employ. He need not 

have gone.to my speeches of the last session to 

find a guide. He was in the employ of the cen- 

sus board; and-it would have been better if he had 

looked to them for direction, than to my speeches. 

I now renew the motion to adjourn. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, March 21, 1850. 
TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr. BURT rose and insisted on the regular or- 
der of business. 

THE DEFICIENCY BILL. 

The SPEAKER stated, that the business first in 
order was the resolution offered yesterday by the 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Barty,] providing 
that all debate in Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union on the bill to supply deficiencies 
in the appropriations for the residue of the fiscal 
year, ending the 30th of June, 1850, should ter- 
minate this day, at two o’clock, unless the com- 
mittee should sooner come to a decision thereon; 
{pending the question on the adoption of which 
resolution, the House had adjourned ;] 

And the question now recurring on the adoption 
of the resolution, 

Mr. BURT moved to amend it by striking out 
the hour of * two,” and inserting “three.” 

The question was taken and decided in the neg- 
ative. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The question then recurred and was taken on 
the adoption of the resolution, and was decided 
in the affirmative. 

So the resolution was adopted, and the House 
decided that all debate on the said bill should ter- 
minate this day at two o’clock. 

On motion by Mr. BAYLY, the House resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. Burr, of South Carolina, in the 
Chair.) 

CONVENTION WITH BRAZIL. ’ 


The CHAIRMAN stated that he had been in- 
formed there was a special order set apart for this 


day. 

Mr, McCLERNAND moved that the commit- 
tee proceed to the consideration of the said special 
order. 

The title of the bill (from the Senate) was read 
as ‘An act to carry into effect the convention 
between the United States and the Emperor of 
Brazil, of 27th January, 1849.” 

And the committee thereupon proceeded to the 
consideration of the said bill. 

Mr. McCLERNAND said he hoped no objec- 
tion would be made to this bill. There were pru- 
dential considerations which required the imme- | 
diate passage of the act. It had been reported į 
with entire unanimity by the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs. Fle moved that the bill be laid aside 
to be reported to the House, and the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means [Mr. | 
parer] could then proceed with his deficiency 

ill. 

ee INGE said he would like to hear the bill 
read. 

The bill was accordingly read through. 

Mr. MeCLERNAND said that no explanations 
of this bill were requisite—it would explain itself. 
It was drawn according to the form usually adept- 
ed for bills, to carry into effect conventions with 
foreign Government; and, as he had said before, 
there were prudential considerations which en- | 
forced the necessity of its speedy passage. 

No objection having been made, 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House. i 

[This bill, as explained by Mr. McCLERNAND, 
chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
embraces the following object: It is designed to 
carry into effect the convention between this and 
the Government of Brazil, concluded on the 27th 
day of January, 1849, through the agency of our | 


worthy minister at the court of Brazil, (Mr. Todd.) |! 
Under the convention, the Government of Brazil | 


| floor, and in the other branch of Congress, had 


| usurper. During the late Administration, why 


| course of conduct, pending deficiency bills? 


States the sum of 530,000 millreas, current money 
of Brazil, and with six per cent. interest from the 
first day of last July, in full discharge and satis- 
faction of all the claims preferred by citizens of 
the United States, being the subject of the ar- 
rangement. ‘These claims arise upon a variety of 
grounds, originating with the Brazilian Govern- 
ment—most of ‘them probably near a quarter of a 
century ago—and fall within different classifica- 
tions. The object of the bill is to enable these 
claimants, after long and injurious delay, to estab- 
lish their claims, and to obtain indemnity, in whole 
or in part, according to the sufficiency of the fund. 
For this purpose, the bill authorizes a commission, 
to be composed of a commissioner, with a clerk, 
to be appointed by the President and Senate. It 
will be the duty of the commission to give notice, 
and proceed, without delay, to hear the proofs of 
the claimants, and adjudicate their claims upon the 
principles of justice and equity, and consistently 
with the laws of nations and the provisions of 
the convention, and to deliver a list of the 
awards that may be made, to the Secretary of 
State, within one year after the date of the com- 
mission, when it is to expire. The Secretary of 
State will also be required to furnish a certified 
copy of the awards to the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, whose duty it will be to pay the awards, in 
whole or ratably, according to the sufficiency of 
the fund. Upon the expiration of the commission, 
all the papers relating to the claims are to be de- 
posited in the State Department. Such is the 
outline and substance of the bill. It is not a bill 
having for its object the expenditure of the public 
money, but to get and distribute a sum of money 
among those of our citizens who look to us for the 
performance of this duty. Prudential considera- 
tions, affecting the future availability of the fund, 
enforce the speedy passage of the biil.] 


THE DEFICIENCY BILL. 


On motion of Mr. BAYLY, the committee re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill “ to supply 
deficiencies in the appropriations for the service of 
the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1850.” 

The state of the question was as follows: 

The following item being yesterday under con- 
sideration, 

“ For the salary of the chief clerk in the office 
of the Secretary of the Interior, from the 9th 
March, 1849, to the 30th June, 1850, at the rate of 
$2,000 per annum, $2,719 17;” 

Which item Mr. Hampton had moved to amend 
ss follows: 

Strike out the above paragraph and insert the 
following: “t For salaries of chief clerk and other 
clerks in the office of the Secretary of the Interior, 
from the 9th of March, 1849, to the 30th of June, 
1850, the sum of $14,568 32.” 

Mr. CROWELL was entitled to the floor. 

He expressed himself in favor of the proposed 
amendment, on the ground that as he considered 
the Secretary of the Interior was warranted in 
calling to his assistance the extra force, not 
provided for by law, to enable him to perform the 
important duties imposed upon him, by the law 
establishing the department, instead of it being 
an act of usurpation, it was his imperative duty 
o employ these clerks. Formerly, in tbe defi- 
ciency bills, every cent called for had been award- 
ed. inthe last Congress, the Whigs upon this 


responded to all calls of this nature, made upon 
them by the late Administration, and voted mil- 
lions of dollars to supply deficiencies in the ap- 
propriations for the various departments. This 
was the first time that a Secretary, for calling 


pensable business of the bureaus of his depart- 
ment, which he was required to see transacted, but 
the clerical force to perform which Congress had 
omitted to furnish, had been denounced as an 


around him a sufficient force to transact the indis- |! 


had not the Chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, [Mr. Vintow,] recommended a similar 


Mr. BAYLY asked of the gentleman from Ohio, 
when he (Mr. B.) had voted for any appropria- 
tions legalizing and sanctioning conduct on the 
part of the former heads of any of the Executive 
departments, similar to that now complained of on 
the part of the Secretary of the Interior ? 

Mr. CROW ELL replied that the gentleman had 


is engaged to pay to the Government of the United | 


not, as he (Mr. C.) knew, interposed any objec- || 


tion, when the last deficiency bill was passed. 
His impression was, that the gentleman had voted 
to make up deficiencies for the salaries of clerks, 
at the last and preceding sessions, and had not 
characterized the late Democratic Secretary of the 
Treasury as guilty of usurpation. 

My colleague, (said Mr. C.,) from the Stark and 
Wayne districts, [Mr. Carrrer,] has been pleased 
to denounce the Secretary of the Interior in no 
measured terms, and apply to him opprobious and 
reproachful. epithets; and not content with ex- 
hausting his own ample vocabulary of billingsgate, 
he has laid under contribution the Washington 
Union, and has sought to drag forth from the 
gutter, and to make respectable, by his own en- 
dorsement, the low, malignant, and cast-off libels 
of that loathsome sheet. It remains to be seen 
whether he has power to do it. His disposition 
to do so, no one can doubt, after what has hap- 
pened. 

That paper, I am aware, is held up as the sole 
organ of my colleague’s party, and its senior 
editor is the patron saint of the Democracy. I do 
not blame my colleague, therefore, for any act of 
devotion he may perform, in his presence, or any 
demonstrations of reverence he may make toward 
the aged patriarch, provided he performs them in 
secret. He is the embodiment of the resolutions 
of 1798, and the personification of Virginia ab- 
stractions. 

He proceeded to-say, that he held in his hand 
a list of the, deficiency bills, passed under Mr. 
Polk’s administration, from which it appeared, that 
at the first session of the twenty-ninth Congress 
$1,700,914 99, and at the second session of the 
twenty-ninth Congress $7,618,307 88, were ap- 
propriated to supply deficiencies asked for in the 
several Executive departments. At the first ses- 
sion of the thirtieth Congress, the deficiencies 
were not counted by thousands, but by mil- 
lions—having amounted to the monstrous sum of 
$15,115,666 88. 

The deficiencies for the four years of Mr. Polk’s 
administration, amounted to $25,000,000 over and 
above the estimates which had been submitted by 
the Democratic heads of departments; and the no- 
torious reason why those heads of departments 
had fallen so far short, in the estimates they had 
sent, to Congress, of the expenditure actually in- 
curred, was, that they dared not come out honestly 
before the country, and make known the enormous 
amounts they required to carry on the Govern- 
ment, but had left them to be supplied by defi- 
ciency bills. 

While the deficiencies in one year of Mr. Polk’s 
administration, as he had shown, amounted to 
more than $15,000,000, and another year to over 
$7,500,000, the present deficiency bill appropriated 
only $1,457,986 28. Yet, with these facts spread 
upon the records of the country, and staring 
gentlemen in the face, his colleague on the other 
side of the house had, on the occasion of this 
comparatively insignificant deficiency, denounced 
the present Administration as profligate—guilty 
of usurpation! Let the country determine how 
much weight should be attached to the gentleman’s 
random and gratuitous attacks. 

_He regretted that any attempt had been made to 
give a party turn to the discussion—to nothing 
was he so averse; but he felt it his duty to ex- 
pose the unfounded nature of some of the charges 
which had been made against the present Admin- 
istration. 

His colleague [Mr. Carrrer] had complained, 
that capable men had been turned out of office, and 
that ‘‘cider-sucking”’? (he believed that was the 
classical term which the gentleman had made use 
of) politicians had been appointed in their places. 
But he had entirely failed to substantiate any sin- 
gle one of the charges which he had so profusely 


| poured out upon Mr. Ewing. The Secretary of 


the Interior was known and honored throughout 
the length and breadth of the Republic. The col- 
umn of his fame towered so high, that any attempt 
of his adversaries to reach him, would prove abor- 
tive—the malignant attacks hurled at him, would 
but rebound upon his assailants. The poisoned 
arrows, though pointed with good will, would fall 
harmless at his feet. 

In the aggregate, taking all the departments of 
the Government together, the Democrats holding 
offices were largely in the majority. He had evi 
dence to refute the chargea which had been made 
by his colleague, and other gentlemen, of a ruthless 
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and indiscriminate removal by the Secretary of the 
Interior, of Democrats who were competent offi- 
cers, and the substitution of incompetent ‘ cider 
sucking Whigs.” He (Mr. C.) did not justify pro- 
scription foropinion sake. He had no doubt but the 
Secretary of the Interior had good reasons for every 
removal he had made; but an investigation of 
the facts would show, that comparatively few re- 
movals of Democratic office-holders had been made, 
and that a very large proportion of the. clerks in 
all the departments in this city were at this time 
Democrats—and Democrats who had been origi- 
nally appointed in the place of Whigs, who had 
been removed purely for opinion sake. At the 
present time, some of the departments had a small 
majority of Whigs—or rather, of those who were 
not counted as Democrats. Other departments,— 
for instance, the Treasury and Post-Office Depart- 
ments—had a large majority of Democrats. In 
some of the bureaus, the Democrats were as three 
to one of Whigs. The Democrats, in a large 
majority of cases, held the appointments to which 
the largest salaries are attached. As an instance 
of this kind he might refer to the fact, that in the 
Fourth Auditor’s office there were fourteen clerks, 
only five of whom were Whigs, and they received 
the lowest salaries. 

In the aggregate, taking the departments to- 
gether, either including or excluding the clerical 
force employed by the two houses of Congress, 
the Democrats were in a large majority. 

In making the above statement, those who had 
held their appointmerts for a number of years, and 
whose political opinions were not known, were 
counted as Whigs: none were counted as Demo- 
crats but those who were openly and avowedly of 
that political faith. 

More than one third of the offices in the various 
departments in Washington were held by natives 
of Maryland, Virginia, and the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

This statement was furnished by a gentleman, 
not in any way connected with the Government, 
whose statements he (Mr. C.) believed to be 
perfectly reliable. 

In conclusion, he (Mr. C.) remarked, that his 
object had been to place these facts upon record, 
that they might go out to the country with this 
debate. 

Mr. C. having concluded, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, obtained the 
floor. He said that he did not intend to discuss 
the question, now before the committee, in a party 
point of view. He did not intend to arraign the 
Administration for any inconsistencies, nor to ar- 
raign the heads of departments for their inconsist- 
encies; nor was it his intention to discuss the 
proposition in relation to theappointment of clerks, 
or the compensation awarded to these clerks when 
they were appointed. He saw that the time lim- 
ited for the debate on this bill was about to expire; 
and he had risen for the purpose of calling the at- 
tention of the committee to one important provision 
contained in it. 

But before he porceeded to speak to the point to 
which he had mainly risen, he would like to put 
one inquiry to the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Vinton,] and it was this, Where did the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means get the power to make 
reports to this House in relation to the “Patent 
Office? ‘There was in this House a Committee on 
the Patent Office; there was a Committee on Public 
Buildings, and why the Committee of Ways and 
Means should take itupon themselves to travel 
so far beyond the legitimate sphere of their duties, 
as to make a report, in a deficiency bill, of an 
item of some ninety thousand dollars to complete 
the wings of the Patent-Office, recently commenced, 
he did not understand. He did not know from 
whence the authority came. The gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Vinton,] a member of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, and who seemed to be so 
familiar with the details of business in this House, 
and so conversant with the duties devolving upon 
its various committees, could probably give the 
House some information on this point. Here 
were two committees, to one of which the subject. 
to which he was directing his remarks properly 
belonged. 

"Phe item to which he referred, would be found 
at page 7 of the bill, line 153 to line 156. It appro- 
priated— 

© Toward the erection of the wings of the Patent Office 
buiding, according to the original plan, under the direction 


of the Secretary of State, $90,000, to be paid out of the 
patent fund.” 

During the last session, a large sum was appro- 
priated by Congress for the erection of the wing 
now in progress, in addition to the Patent-Office. 
That sum, it appeared, had given out, and now we 
are asked for $90,000 more. Would it not have 
been better that the Committee on Patents should 
have examined the subject, and reported as to the 
necessity for this addition to the building, instead 
of voting another appropriation of $90,000, on the 
mere report of the Committee of Ways and Means? 
He would, ata proper time, move to strike out 
“ ninety’? and insert “ten,” so as to limit the ap- 
propriation to $10,000. He was not disposed to 
strike out the appropriation altogether, because a 
number of laborers and mechanics had been em- 
ployed on the building, and it was proper that 
they should be paid. 

He thought it would be better to throw away 
what had been already expended, with this addi- 
tional $10,000, than to continue this building. He 
knew that it would be said that this appropriation 
was to be taken out of the patent fund; that there 
was a large balance in the Treasury to the credit of 
that fund; and that it was proper that this fund 
should be applied for the benefit of the patentees, 
who had an interest in the building. 

Now, how did the fact stand? The amount 
taken out of the Treasury for this building, is 
$417,000. Deducting the different sums authorized 
to be taken from the~patent fund, there now re- 
mains a balance of $139,000 due to the Treas- 
ury. The fund was now indebted to the Treas- 
ury $139,000. It was better to throw away that, 
and the $10,000 he now proposed, than to continue 
these appropriations; and the public would gain 

It. 

There was another inquiry to which he would 
call the attention of the House. Are these wings 
necessary? are they required for the use of the 
Patent Office? The Secretary of the Interior had 
stated in his report, that they were not necessary 
for the purposes of the Patent Office. He hoped 
that, without distinction of party, Whigs and 
Democrats would act together in making retrench- 
ments in this item; and he thought that the pres- 
ent moment, when parties were in some measure 
split up, was favorable for making such an appeal. 

{Here Mr. Jonnson read an extract from the 
report of Mr. Ewing, in which itis stated that the 
additions to the Patent Office Building, now in pro- 
gress, are not necessary for the use of the Patent 
Office.] 

Mr. Ewbank, the Commissioner of Patents, had 
also in his report, stated that “these additional 
“wings are not necessary for the Patent-Office, but 
‘for the accommodation of the other branches of 


the Executive departments.” 


What, then, are we building these wings for? 
Are they needed, or are they not needed? Are 
they for the use of the Patent Office, or are they 
not? The Secretary of the Interior says they are 
not; the Commissioner of Patents says they are 
not. What is this appropriation reported for, when 
these officers say these additions are not required ? 
If they are not wanted for the use of the Patent- 
Office, what are they wanted for? Is there some- 
thing behind what appears on the face of the mat- 
ter? Was itintended to make preparation for the 
establishment of a new bureau? Was it proposed 
to effect in this way some object which gentle- 
men were afraid to disclose in open day? Did 
they intend to prepare for something which was 
not called for by the wants of the country? He 
saw no good reason why this clause should not 
be stricken out. 


OEN 
He then went on to comment on the extension 


which had been made of the original design, both 
as to the size and the costof the building. It 
was evident, that the building could not be com- 
pleted at a less cost than a million of dollars; and 
is this a time to expend this large sum, when the 


Secretary of the Interior has told us that the neces- | 


sities of the Patent Office do not require it? The 
Secretary of the Treasury has suggested to us the 
propriety of making retrenchments, stating that 
he will be compelled to go into the market to 


borrow money. The President has also informed į 


us that a loan will be necessary; and shall we 
goonand fix on the Government a new and un- 
necessary expenditure of a million of dollars? 
Should the House be indisposed to strike out 
this item of expenditure altogether, he thought 


that, at all events, the action of this House ought 
to be suspended on the subject. He was the more 
strongly disposed to press this suspension, because 
there was, at this. moment, an allegation pending 
in this House, of great frauds which had been 
practised in that department; and when memorials 
have been pouring 1n, in relation to these frauds, 
it was proper that the Committee on Patents 
should have an opportunity to investigate this sub- 
ject, and ascertain if any frauds have been perpe- 
trated, what they are, and to what extent they 
have gone, before we act in this matter. While 
this investigation is pending, it must be obvious to 
every one, that it is proper to suspend action on 
this appropriation for a short time, if we do not 
reject it altogether. 

He did not intend to take party grounds, in rela- 
tion to this matter. He thought that at this mo- 
ment, when the propriety of retrenchment of our 
expenditures was apparent, that there ought to be 
no such appropriation as is here asked for, to com- 
plete additions which have been declared not to be 
necessary for the uses of the Patent-Office. _ 

He would say no more on the subject, except to 
repeat that, at a proper time, he would move to 
amend the bill in the clause he had named, by 
striking out ninety thousand, and inserting ten or 
five thousand. 

Mr. CALVIN rose and took the ground, that 
these clerks had performed the duties which were 
assigned them, and that they onght to be paid for 
their services, and that, in the employment of these 
clerks, the Secretary of the Interior was not charge- 
able with any usurpation of power. The services of 
these clerks were deemed necessary, to enable the 
Secretary of the Interior to perform the duties en- 
joined on him by Jaw; and the simple inguiry is, 
shall they be paid for these services, or shall they 


not? It is a very plain proposition. It was too 
plain to require any discussion; and he did not 
rise for the purpose of discussing it. But he had 


risen with a view to say a few words on that por- 
tion of this bill which had been referred to by the 
gentleman from ‘Tennessee, (Mr. Jonnsow,] al- 
though he would not have it inferred that he agreed 
with that gentleman in the remarks he had made. 
The wings which are now in progress to the 
Patent-Office, are necessary. They are not neces- 
sary for the use of the Patent-Office, but they will 
be required for the accommodation of the other 


branches of the Department of the Interior, For 
some years past, it has been fourd necessary to 
pay high rents for rooms which were required for 
the accommodation of the various branches of the 
Government. On this ground, therefore, he dis- 
sented from the propriety of striking out this ap- 
propriation. 

He intended, however, to move to amend. the 
bill in this clause, by striking out the last few 
words—*“ to be paid out of the patent fund.” The 

entleman from ‘Pennessee had named the amounts 
which had already been paid out of this fund. dt 
was now proposed to take $90,060 more out of the 
fund. He was in favor of appropriaung the 
amount asked, but he was not prepared to take it 
from the patent fund. 

It had been correctly shown by the gentleman 
from Tennessee, that the Secretary of the Interior, 
and the Commissioner of Patents, had stated that 
these additional buildings were not necessary for 
the use of the Patent-Office. ft was well known 
that the numerous articles which had been collected 
and brought home by the Exploring Expedition, 
occupied the upper floor of the present building. 
These will shortly be removed and deposited in 
the Smithsonian Institute. After these articles are 
removed, there will then be sufficient room for all 
the purposes required by the Patent-Office. lt was 
therefore not necessary, for the use of the Patent- 
Office, that these additional buildings should be 
completed; but it was.necessary for the accommo- 
dation of the other departments of the Govern- 
ment. . 

The Patent-Office fund ought, in his opinion, to 
|| be set apart to defray the expenses of publishing 
l| the specifications aud drawings which were re- 
quired ta be circulated for the information of inven- 
tors through the country, in order that, when they 
come here, they may be familiar with the names and 
characters of the different inventions which have 
i| been patented. Another application of the fund 
should be, in compliance with the recommendation 
of the Commissioner, to the preparation and print- 
ing of an analytical index, for the purpose of 
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giving the country a full knowledge of the patents 

recorded in the office, and the names of the pat- 

entees.. And again, out of this fund, it would be | 
peculiarly proper, carrying out still the recom- 

mendation of the Commissioner, to establish a 

system of premiums for the promotion of the me- 

chanic arts, and to reward the authors of merito- 

rious .inventions. 

It was impossible to form any correct estimate 
of the great debt we owe to the inventive genius 
of our country. The spinning jenny, the steam 
engine, the lightning telegraph, have, by their won- 
derful operations, revolutionized the world. In 
the course of half a century, the whole face of the 
country has been changed, and we have succeeded 
in annihilating not only space, but time; and if the 
spirit of invention should go on as it has done, and 
as we may expect it will do—if in one half of a | 
century, we have changed the whole aspect of | 
human operation—what may not be looked for, 
before the lapse of another half century? We 
ought, under the influence of a wise and far-seeing 
policy, to apply this fund, as the Commissioner 
of Patents has suggested, in the promotion of the 
mechanic arts, and the encouragement of valuable 
inventions. It was a beggarly system, to rob this | 
patent fund, the net proceeds of the Patent Office, | 
out of which large sums have already been paid: it 
was a beggarly and miserable policy, to take this 
fund and convert it to such a purpose as the erect 
tion of buildings to accommodate the other branches 
of the Government. Has this Government become 

` so poor that it cannot provide accommodations to 

carry on its own operations? Has it suffered a 
spirit of parsimony so far to overpower the sense 
of justice due to the inventive genius of our coun- | 
try, that we will take the proceeds of their skill and 
industry, and apply it to uses foreign from those 
for which they were contributed. He trusted that 

the House would exhibit a liberal feeling in this 
matter, and not suffer this appropriation to be 
taken out of the patent fund. 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, said that, before this 
debate was brought to aclose, he desired to make a 
few remarks, applicable immediately to the subject 
of this bill. He regretted that the debate had as- 
sumed anything of a party character. So far as 
he was concerned, he should not add anything of 
that character to it. In giving his vote upon ap- 
propriations to carry on the operations of this 
Government, he should not be guided by any con- 
siderations as to who it was that administered the 
Government. In giving his votes, as a member of | 
this House, for appropriations to carry on the 
operations of the Department of the Interior, he 
should acknowledge no rule of conduct but the in- 
terests of that department; and he should give his 
vote without reference to the fact whether Thomas 
Ewing, or any other individual, was at the head 
of that department. 

The one main objection which seemed to have | 
been taken against the proposition before the com- | 
mittee, was, that the Secretary of the Interior had | 
assumed to himself authority, not authorized by | 
law, in appointing clerks, and fixing the amounts | 
of their respective salaries. This proceeding, it | 
had been said, grew out of the the necessity of the 
case—that at the very last hour of the last session, 
the bill providing for the organization of the De- 
partment of the Interior had been passed, and 
that no appropriations were made to cover the ne- 
cessary expenses of its operation. It would be | 
recoliected, at the same time, that additional duties | 
were imposed upon certain officers—that certain | 
departments or bureaus of the Government, which | 
had heretofore belonged to the State Department, ' 
the Department of War, and the Department of | 
the Treasury, had been transferred to the Depart- ; 
ment. of the Interior. 

Now, it was his opinion that the Secretary of 
the Department of the Interior had nothing more | 
todo than to call upon those departments, and į 
they would have furnished him with clerks enough | 
to carry on the operations of his own particular 
department. If, however, he (Mr. B.) had no 
other objection, there was one sufficient in itself 
to determine his vote against the appropriation. 
Gentlemen might perhaps think that it wasa small, | 
or insufficient reason; such as it was, however, | 
it was strong enough for him. It was this, that i 
all the salaries which had been fixed, were larger— | 
much larger—than the salaries paid to the officers | 
of the corresponding departments and bureaus of | 
the Government. The bill gave a chief clerk at 


į 


opportunity—he desired now to say a few words. 
He referred to the item appropriating $11,972 82 
| for the compensation of temporary clerks,employed 
upon current business in the Post-Office Depart- 
ment. In the Post-Office Department, the clerks 
(he-said) had had more labor to perform, and had 
discharged it more promptly, than the clerks in any 
other department of the Government. When 
Amos Kendall came into that department: he had 
found it embarrassed, in debt, and involved in two 
large expenditures. The department was reorgan- 
ized by him—his pride was aroused to relieve the 
department of the debt hanging over it. It was 
clerk were nothing more than those of a teller or |) organized upon the'most economical principles, (in 
clerk, employed in the banks of the city at a | 1836,) but when the machinery of the department 
salary of from $800 to $1,000—that was to say, || came to be put into operation, it was found to be 
filling up blanks—a_ mere mechanical occupation; || short of clerks, and eight in the first place, and af- 
yet the salary was fixed at $1,800. i| terward one, making nine temporary clerks, were 

Mr. Mix, who was an old clerk, and could not These temporary clerks were con- 


a salary of $2,000 per annum. That was the same 
salary which was received by the chief clerks in 
the other departments. With that salary he would 
not interfere. He thought the chief clerk ought 
to have it. 

The second clerk, Mr. King, who drew the 
requisitions of the various departments, had 
his salary fixed at $1,800. Now, there was no 
officer of that grade—i. e., the chief clerks of the 
bureaus—with the exception of the chief clerk of : 
the Sixth Auditor’s Office—whose salary was |! 
$2,000—who received more than $1,700. That 
-was the highest sum paid. The duties of that 
t 


be affected by the passage of the bill, belonged to : 
the Indian bureau, and he (Mr. B.) would bear | 
cheerful testimony to the integrity and capacity of || 
that gentleman, as a clerk. He was emphatically || 
an honest man. He trusted there were a great 
many clerks belonging to this class of men. 
Sure he was, that Mr. Mix was one of them, 
and he (Mr. B.) should greatly regret to see him 
displaced. 
Mr. B. then proceeded to trace the salaries and ij 
duties of the other clerks, for whose payment ap- |! 
propriation was made by the amendment now 
before the committee; and having done so, he 
| proceeded to remark, that he could not sustain the 
sweeping and general charge which had been 
made by some gentlemen here against the clerk 
of the various departments of the Government. | 
So far as his own knowledge extended, he thought 
that the duties of the several departments were |, 
properly and faithfully discharged. In his own || 
intercourse with them, he had found the clerks 
courteous in their demeanor, and competent to the | 
discharge of their appropriate duties. Undoubr- ; 
edly there had been bad appointments—appoint- ; 
ments of men incompetent and unfaithful. It was | 
so—it must be so—under all Administrations; and |i 
he thought that it was wrong, that if occasionally ‘| 
one of them should be found neglecting his duties, ; 
or spending within the walls of this Capitol that | 
time which ought to be devoted to his desk, to | 
| make a whole class of men suffer for it, or that the |; 
| heads of the bureaus should be arraigned on that || 
; account. i 
His objection, then, to this measure was, that | 
the salaries were higher than those in the other į 
departments of the Government. Having been ` 
connected with one of these departments, he was | 
enabled to speak from experience; and his expe- 
| eience would sustain him in the assertion, that the || 
rest, the most faithful, and the most competent if 
clerks employed in the departments of this Gov- | 
ernment, were those whose salaries were limited |! 
to $1,000 per annum. They were young men || 
who came here, who had been bred as clerks—not ji 
broken-down politicians at home-—who well un- | 
derstood their business; and if he were called || 


i 


| given him. 


| partment. c 
| dead-letter office, amounted annually to about two 


tinued from year to year, until 1842, when they 
were made permanent clerks, and were continued 
to the present time—making the same number of 
clerks now in the Post-Office Department as there 
were in 1837. At that time there were about ten 
thousand post-offices in the United States; now 
there were seventeen thousand, yet there had been 
no increase inthe service. The reduction of post- 
ages had doubled—nearly trebled—the amount of 
letters passing through the mails of the country, 
which had more than trebled the duties of the de- 
The Jetters which now reached the 


millions, being a treble increase; and requiring 
four hands, constantly employed, to open them, 
while formerly they were opened by two persons, 
whose duties were then far lighter. 

At the commencement, too, of a new Adminis- 
tration, there was a great press of business, 
whether general removals were made, or not. The 
applications for appointment, &c., all had to be 
examined, &c., and occasioned as much additional 
labor to the department, if -not granted as if 
granted, with the single exception of the labor of 
issuing the commissions. 

The present Postmaster-General had informed 
him that the services of these temporary clerks 
were necessary, and that he had told these gentle- 
men—some of whom were Whigs and some Dem- 
ocrats—that if they came into the office, and per- 
formed the duties, they must run the risk of 
Congress making an appropriation for their pay- 
ment. Ele (Mr. B.) should vote for it, because 
he believed it necessary to employ these men to 
to perform the labors. 

With reference to the item appropriating for the 
continuance of the work upon the wings of the 


| Patent-Office, he had intended to say something, 


inasmuch as he bad laid upon the table, a few 
days since, a petition making charges in respect 
to the manner in which that work was being car- 
ried on. He should vote to strike out that item, 
until there had been a full and fair investigation of 
the matter. 

Mr. HUBBARD said: Mr. Chairman, if gen- 


upon to select the best clerks from the several de- || 
partments, he would select those of the class || 
which he had deseribed. i 
As to their political opinions, it had been as- |! 
serted here that there was a large majority of them |! 
who were Democrats, He believed that his friend |; 
from Ohio, [Mr. Tayzor,] if he would pass the |: 
paper round, and let men sign it and tell their | 
politics, would find that he was mistaken. Let | 
each man truly put down his own politics, and he | 
had no doubt the gentleman would see that he was |! 
in error. For his own part, he knew men holding i 
office here (against whom he had nothing to say) :| 
who, during Mr. Tyler’s Administration, were ex- |! 
cellent Tyler men; who, under the administration || 
of Mr. Polk, were good Democrats; and who now, || 
under the administration of General Taylor, were ` 
good Taylor men and good Whigs. But he be- | 
lieved also that there were a great many of the | 
clerks who had no politics at all. Nor did he 
think it necessary thata man in Washington city ; 
should have polities. He had no vote to give; and | 
he who would most strongly recommend himself |: 
to his (Mr. B.’s) favor, would be the man who || 
faithfully attended to the duties of his office, and |; 
who did not leave his desk in order to be at the | 
hustings, or in the public ways, talking politics. 
‘There was another item of this bill in refer- 
ence to which—as he should not have another 
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tlemen here have so much difficulty in getting 
along, by reason of an unexpected increase of ex- 
penditures in the public buildings, if they will sup- 
port an amendment I propose to offer, making it 
the duty of the Government, or proper department, 
to dismiss from office, or public employment, any 
man who shall make false estimates of the cost of 
any public building, work, or improvement, then 
they may put a stop to these unexpected expendi- 
tures, by the adoption of my amendment. The 
man who makes them, if honest, should be dis- 
missed for incompetence, and if competent, for 
dishonesty. 

Mr. MOORE said, I will detain the committee 
but a few moments, as my colleague has antici- 
pated me in the amendment I wished to offer, I 
will, however, say a few words in reply to the 
gentieman from Tennessee. He asks, where is the 


| necessity of making this appropriation for the im- 


provements at the Patent-Office? 1 will tell him. 
Í have been informed by some of the mechanics 
and laboring men engaged on that building, that 
for the last three or four months, since the last 
appropriation for that work has been expended, 
they have been compelled to receive, in payment 
for their work, a species of scrip or promise to 
pay of the contractors, which, if they have been 


_ enabled to use at all, has been ata greatly depre- 


ciated value, or alarge discount, and that, unless 
some appropriation is now made for that building, 


this depreciated sort of currency. Now, sir, it 
seems to me this is a very hard case for these me- 
chanics and working men of our country, a large 
majority of whom, I am informed, are not resi- 
dents of this District, but wha have come here 
from various sections of our Union, and are but 
poorly able either to do without work, or lose any 
portion of whatthey earn. And it appears to me, 
sir, if the gentleman from Tennessee, or any other 
member of this, House, who is opposed to this 
item of appropriation, would only take the matter 
home to themselves, they would pass the appro- 
priation without any hesitation. hy, sir, sup- 
pose we were dependent upon some higher branch 
of Government for our per diem for this session, 
and we could receive no pay whatever until the 
general appropriation bill was passed, unless we 
saw fit to take the promise to pay of our worthy 
Speaker here, and if we were obliged to sell that 
at a large discount—which I admit is hardly a 
supposable case, for I apprehend his paper would 
discount pretty well—yet I say, if it were so, 
would we not think it a very hard case? And if 
it would be so for us, is it not equally—nay, still 
more so for these hard-working mechanics and 
laboring men, who are literally and truly earning 
their bread by the sweat of their brow? Ido hope, 
then, sir, that this House will not hesitate to pass 
this appropriation, so that these working men and 
mechanics, who have come here from various sec- 
tions of our Union, to uprear these monuments of 
utility and usefulness for our Government, may 
be enabled to receive their pay in the good sub- 
stantial currency of our country, instead of this 
depreciated sort of paper; and I also hope that the 
appropriation will pass with the amendment offered 
by my colleague. 

Mr. HARALSON said, for one, he should be 
willing to see these men, who had been in the em- 
ployment of the Government, paid to the full ex- 
tent of the value of the services which they had 
rendered. Whether they were to be paid in the 


manner now proposed, was a very different ques- | 


tion. Judging from the information which he 
now had, he believed that this was not the proper 
bill in which to make provision for their payment. 
Nor did the amendment of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania propose the proper amount to be 
appropriated for the particular purpose. 

The reasons which had been given by the Sec- 
retary of the Interior, for the employment of these 
clerks, with stated and fixed salaries, were not 
sufficient. The adoption of the amendment would 
constitute, in his opinion, a very bad prece- 
dent, which might be quoted in all time to come. 
If Congress had heretofore been in the habit of 
appropriating moneys for the payment of clerks 
upon the application of the heads of the different 
departments, by whom they had been appointed, 
and giving them fixed and stated salaries, it was 
time, in his opinion, that that practice should 
cease; and the sooner they took it from the heads 
of the departments, the better. 

In the communieation addressed by the Secre- 
tary of the Interior to the chairman of the com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, they had been in- 
formed that that officer had employed, he (Mr. 
H.) believed, nine clerks, with salaries varying 
from $1,200 to $1,800, and they were called upon, 
by the amendment now under consideration, to 
ratify and confirm this action of the Secretary, by 
law, and to fasten these clerks permanently upon 
the Government, with fixed and stated salaries. 


He did not undertake to say that the services per- | 


formed by them, were not equal to the salaries— 
it might be that they were; but that which he did 
object to, was the practice of allowing the heads 
of departments, whether under Whig or Demo- 
cratic Administrations, to appoint clerks without 
authority of law. . 

But the Secretary of the Interior had not only 
appointed these officers, upon his own responsibil- 
ity, but he had also undertaken to fix their salaries, 
varying them from $1,800 down to $1,200. He 
repeated, that they might, perhaps, perform du- 
ties equivalent to these large salaries; but it be- 
longed to Congress to fix the salaries, as well as 
to create the offices, and he trusted they would not 
sanction this assumption of power upon the part 
of the Secretary of the Interior. _ 

The whole amount of the salaries, as 
upon by the Secretary of the Interior an 


agreed 


a his 
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clerks, was $12,500—not including the salary of 
his chief clerk, which, it was proposed, should be 
appropriated for in this bill, and to which he had 
not the slightest objection. It appeared that four 
of these clerks were now receiving salaries in the 
different bureaus from which they had been taken, 
and they were those who were receiving the very | 
largest salaries under this agreement with the Sec- 
retary of the Interior. If they were receiving 
salaries under one bureau, he (Mr. H.) could see 
no reason why they should appropriate money for |! 
their services rendered in another bureau. 

Mr. HAMPTON (the floor being yielded for 
explanation) stated, that this appropriation would |; 
not increase the salaries of these clerks one single 
farthing, nor could it take one single dollar ad- ! 
ditional out of the Treasury. The proposition 
simply was, to take their salaries out of another 
fund from that out of which they were now paid. 

Mr. HARALSON asked, if the money was al- 
ready appropriated to one fund for the payment of 
these clerks, where was the necessity, upon a de- 
ficiency bill, for appropriating it to another bureau 
for the same purpose? ` 

Mr. VINTON replied, that the letter of the Sec- 
retary of the Interior explained all that. The 
Secretary had borrowed from the Indian and 
Pension bureaus, to which these four clerks had 
formerly been attached, the money for the pay- 
ment of their salaries, and the appropriation pro- 
posed would enable him to return the money to | 
those bureaus. It was indispensably necessery 
that it should be refunded. 

Mr. FIARALSON inquired of the gentleman 
from Ohio, whether these two bureaus—the Indian 
bureau and the Pension Office—were not under the |: 
supervision of the Secretary of the Interior? 

Mr. VINTON replied: Exactly so. But the 
Secretary stated that all of these four clerks were 
necessary in the bureaus from which they had | 

| 


1 


been taken, and that, if this appropriation were 
made, they would be returned to them. 


i 
Mr. HARALSON said he would read the notes ii 
concerning these four officers, contained in the |; 
communication received by the Committee of |, 
Ways and Means from the Secretary of the In- |! 
terior: 

“Mr. Whitney and Mr. White were, upon the recom- |j 
mendation of the late Commissioner of the General Land j; 
Office, transferred from that office, and still receive their 
salaries there.”? 


i 
il 
i! 


«Mr. Mix was, upon the recommendation of the late |! 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, transfered trom that office, |: 


and still receives bis salary aud attends to part of his former i 
duties therein, ‘The duties required of him, in this cepart- ; 
ment, are sufficient to occupy his whole time during office | 
e Mr. Evans, on the recommendation of tbe Commis- 
sioner of Pensions, was trausferred from his office and still 
receives his salary there.” 

It seemed then, that some of these officers were |! 
now attending to a portion of the duties discharged | 
by them in the bureaus to which they had for- | 
merly been attached, as well as to the new duties 
that had been assigned to them by the Secretary ji 
of the Interior, nearer to his person; and that, i| 
although they all received their salaries from those |i 
bureaus, it was now proposed to appropriate for || 
their salaries, to be paid out of the funds of the | 
office proper of the Secretary of the Interior. He | 
feared that this loose manner of appropriations, | 
if sanctioned by Congress, would lead to the abuse | 
of appropriating for the payment of the same sala- 
ries by different bureaus. 

He objected to the amount proposed by the 
amendment, and entered into a calculation to show |: 
that, even if all the clerks appointed by the Secre- ;! 
tary of the Interior were paid, it would not be n 
necessary to apprapriate so large an amount. i! 

He wished to submit a very few remarks upon |; 
another subject, which came before the committee |! 
in connection with this bill. There were depart- |: 
ments, as he learnt, where there was a great ne- i 
cessity for an increase of the clerical force. He fl 
alluded particularly to the Third Auditors Office. || 
One of two things was true in reference to that ii 
office—either that there was very much need of: 
additional clerks in it,tor that the force now there 
was very inefficient. If the clerks now there were |! 
inefficient, they ought to be removed, and others f 
appointed in their places. He would not, however 
charge, or even intimate, that they were inefficient. 
He was informed that the delay in the adjudica | 
tion of cases before that officer arose from the |i 
want of necessary clerks. There were complaints | 


tf 
Ji 
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li on the part of some of his constituents—and, he | 


believed, very general complaints on the part of 
the constituents of other gentlemen on this foor— 
that many claims presented to this office, more 
than twelve months ago, had not been audited or 
adjusted. Some which he himself had presented, 
more than fifteen months since, had not been acted 
upon; and he was told by that;officer, that the de- 
lay arose from the want of the necessary clerks, to 


| aid him in his business. : 


He (Mr. H.) was in favor of giving all the addi- 
ional clerks required in any department, where a 
necessity for them was shown to exist; and then if 
the business of the country were not transacted, he 
was for holding the heads of the departments to a 
strict accountability. He referred to the fuct that 
he had received from his constituents—from per- 
sons having claims before the Third Auditor’s Of- 
fice, unadjusted—numerous letters inquiring what 
had become of their claims. ‘lhe office, with its 
present force, might be compared to the tomb it- 
self—to that bourne from whence no traveler re- 
turns. A claim once presented there was never heard 
ofafter. He was happy to hear that the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means was about 
to move an amendment to increase the clerical force 
in this, office. He trusted it would be unhesi- 
tatingly adopted, and that all the additional force 
necessary would be furnished to that office. It 
would relieve the members o: Congress from much 
trouble in looking after the long-deferred claims of 
their constituents, and it would enable their con- 
stituents more promptly to receive that justice to 
which they were entitled at the hands of the Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said: I regret 
that so litule time is left me to present my views in 
this discussion, and what I shall say will be de- 
livered in a most hurried, and 1 fear confused, 
manner, 

The first subject that deserves a passing remark, 
is the proposed amendment of the gentleman from 
Tennessee, [Mr. Jounson,] in relation to the con- 
struction of the wings of the Patent Office building. 
In most of the remarks of that gentleman I con- 
cur; but he must observe the phraseology of the 
bill, to continue the construction of those wings 
“according to the original plan,” out of the Patent 


! Office fund. He must observe and remember, that 


during the last Congress an appropriation of 
| $50,000 was made, upon a representation then 
| made by the Committee on Patents, that there 
‘was a fund then on hand, derived from the fees 
| from patentees, sufficient to construct these wings; 
| and Congress agreed to expend this fund in the 
| enlargement of the Patent Office, for the accom- 
i modation of those who had paid their money to 
the Government. The $50,(.00 is exhausted, and 
the Committee of Ways and Means, acting on 
the presumption that the law has been, and is 
now, in the process of being carried out, ac- 
cording to the law as first adopted, recommend the 
appropriation of $90,000, to be taken from the 
same fund. This is all right, upon the presump- 
tion that the officers of the Government have dis- 
charged their duty, and are following out the 
injunctions of the law. 

But the gentleman from Tennessce asserts, that 
new ideas and new plans have been adopted. Such 
things and such rumors have reached my ears, 
also. It bas entered into the conception of this 
Secretary of the Interior to build a house fer 
his accommodation; plans have been adopted, 


| which will not only exhaust the patent fund, but 


require hundreds of thousands more. If this be 
true, it is an outrage—it is a misapplication of the 
money of the Government—and, in contemplation 
of law, it is an embezzlement of the public money, 
and will justify an impeachment of a public officer. 
But this assumption is too important—too disas- 
trous in its consequences—to be made on bare ru- 
mor. To ascertain this fact, it is not the duty of ` 
the Committee of Ways and Means; but it is the 
duty of the Committee on Public Buildings; and Í 
now here call on the members of that committee to 
examine into this matter—to ascertain whether a 
w of Congress has been set aside, and the will 
and taste of an executive officer substituted. Let 
this report be made, and if the facts turn out as 
the gentleman from Tennessee supposes them to 
xist, I will go as far as he will in the condemna- 
tion and rebuke of the officer. In the meantime, 
{ will act on the presumption that the functionaries 
of Government have done their duty. 
But, Mr. Chairman, I must again call the attene 
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H meia a 
tion of the committee to the amendment directly 
under: discussion, F am opposed to this amend- 
ment. f consider it wrong in principle, and to 
adopt it, is to sanction a precedent which leads to 
the. substitution of the will of an Executive officer 
forlaw. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Crow- 
ELL] expresses great horror at the idea of usurp- 
ation, He has rung all the changes on that word. 
Well, Mr. Chairman, it is the very word which 


defines the action of the Secretary of the Interior; || 


but I care nothing for words, or terms, but 
ideas. The Secretary of the Interior is an Exec- 
utive officer, and therefore bound to carry out the 
will of Congress, as expressed in its proper form. 
He has no power to appoint a clerk, without the 
authority of Congress first had and obtained. In 
this case, Congress not only did not authorize the 
appointment. of the clerks in question, but ex- 
pressly declared no additional clerk should be 
employed; yet the Secretary of the Interior—in 
the teeth of that law—has appointed the additional 
clerks in question. Is not this usurpation? Yes, 
sir; usurpation of the powers of Congress, which 
alone can create new officers. But this gentleman 
from Ohio is rather behind the excitement, and 
should have listened to the argument of his col- 
league, (Mr. Vinron.] Fle does not pretend that 
the Secretary has acted by virtue of any law, but 
he places his justification on the ground of neces- 
sity——the indispensable necessity of discharging 
the public business. A simple statement will 
enable us to appreciate the force of this plea. 
When this office wag created, several different bu- 
reaus were thrown together, with all the clerical 
force connected with those departments. ‘The 
force was sufficient, under the old arrangement, to 
do all the business. An additional Secretary, with 
a chief clerk, is created by the law of 1849; yet 
we are gravely told, that so stern is the necessity 
for this increase of clerical force, that the busi- 
ness of the country cannot be performed without 
Ite 

The CHAIR announeed that the hour had 
arrived at which, under the resolution of the 
House, all debate on the bill must terminate. 

The rule of the House, however, provides that 
the member reporting a measure, may close the 
debate, under the limitation of the one hour rule. 

Mr. BAYLY, (who had reported the bill from 
the Commitee of Ways and Means,) availing 
himself of his right, under the rule, took the floor; 
but yielded at the request of 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, who pro- 
ceeded with his explanations. 

Mr. HAMPTON asked leave to interrupt Mr. 
THompson. 

Mr. THOMPSON said: I anticipate the point 
the gentleman intends to make, that all the clerks 
anticipated had not been transferred. 

Mr. HAMPTON. Notexactly. The eleventh 
section of the law, creating the office of Secretary 
of the Interior, only required the Secretary of the 
Treasury to transfer the necessary clerks in the 


office proper of the Secretary of the Interior, but | 


did not require the other secretaries to do the 
same; while all the bureaus, except the General 
_ Land Office, were transferred from the other Sec- 
retaries. 

Mr. T. continued. The explanation is this: 
there were clerks in the office of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, who were employed partly on the 
business transferred to the new Secretary, and 
partly on other business. But when this business 
was thus abstracted, there was no new organiza- 
tion of the clerkships, except throwing together 
the remnants of business into the hands of a single 
clerk, and thus dividing out the clerks suited to 
the new arrangement. But it seems to have cre- 
aied the necessity for new officers and new clerks, 
leading all the while to an increase of patronage. 
But suppose the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vix- 
ToN] is right, that unless we make an allowance, 
as called for by the amendment, the public busi- 
ness cannot be performed, I have a better remedy 
than the one he proposes, and that is, repeal the 
Department of the Interior as useless—as worse 
than useless—being absolutely in the way of the 
transaction of public business. There has been 
no increase; and under the old arrangement, the 
old clerical force kept up with the demands of the 
public with as much correctness, fidelity, and 
promptness, as they have done since. | hope he 
will join me on his own principles and arguments 
m striking down this Home Department, It is 


| I regret that I cannot now present at full length 


unnecessary —itis consolidating—it is dangerous— 
it is now admitted, inadvertently,as useless. But 


my objections to this law of last session. Ít was 
then passed as a relief to the Treasury. Depart- 
ment; but after all, only one bureau—that of the 
General Land. Office—was transferred to this 
Home Department. Previous to this transfer, the 
public lands were regarded as a source of reve- 
nue; since that. transfer, they are regarded as 
such no longer; but on the contrary, as a great 


tempting to bid for the highest officesin the gift of 

the people. The other Secretaries never com- | 
plained of the extent and oppressiveness of their 

duties, from which they have been relieved by 

this Home Department. 

On yesterday I was drawn into some re- 
marks as to the number of officers in the depart- 
ments at Washington. I have not regarded this 
as a matter of much consequence, unless it be 
merely to prove the hollowness of the professions 
of men seeking power, and the more especially, 
the duplicity and deception of the present rickety 
dynasty. I have but little doubt, that a majority 
of those holding office in this city, during any 
Administration, are profoundly supporters and 
friends of that Administration. Indeed, many of 
the clerks, and those too cfficient ones—to use the 
common parlance of the day—have no politics 
whatever; but by comparing the past with the 
present, it will be perceived that no Administration 
has gone further in removing opponents, and 
rewarding friends, than the present one. 

The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Crowerx] re- 
marked this morning, his desire to correct the 
truth of history. On the contrary, for the purpose 
of vindicating and asserting the truth of history, 
I desire to lay before the House a statement 
which has been furnished by a reliable gentleman, 
who was well acquainted with the incumbents in 
office at the expiration of the last Administration. 

Mr. TAYLOR inquired, by whom was the 
statement made out? 

Mr. THOMPSON replied: The gentleman who 
furnished me this statement was formerly connected 
with the Government, butis so no longer. Heisa 
gentleman of intelligence and personal worth; and 
though it is not altogether full, yet I consider it 
reliable, so far as it goes. 1 give the statement as 
showing the relative number of Whigs and Dem- 
ocrats in office on the 3d of March, 1849; and F 
wish I could add to it a statement of their relative 
numbers, at present under an Administration 
which obtained power with professions of neu- 
trality between the parties. I have only one bu- 
reau under the control of the Secretary of the In- 
terior, and that comes down only to the first of 
August, 1849—I mean the General Land Office. 

The whole number of chief clerks employed in 
the several offices when the present Administration 
came into power, on the 4th of March, 1849, was 
31; of which, 21, receiving an aggregate salary of 
$36;500, were Whigs, and 10, receiving an aggre- 
gate salary of $18,200, were Democrats, 


corruptive fraud, with which demagogues are at- || 


Mr. TAYLOR said, that if the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. Bayry,] would allow him afew mo- 
ments to explain what he said yesterday on the 
subject, and to reply to the gentleman from Missis- 
sippi, he should feel greatly obliged to him. 

Mr. BAYLY said he would yield the floor, as he 
had yielded to the gentleman from Mississippi. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Chairman, I said yester- 
day, in the course of the debate on the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. 
Hampron,] that I had been informed, and 1 be- 
lieved, that notwithstanding the charges made 
against the Administration, and especially against 
the Secretary of the Interior, of making more re- 
movals for political purposes than any former Ad- 
| mistration, that there were now, at this day, more 
Locofocos in office, in the general departments, in 
the City of Washington, than Whigs. And now, 
sir, since the gentleman from Mississippi (Mr. 
Tuompson] has produced, in confirmation of his 
denial of what 1 said yesterday, on this subject, a 
statement from some person, whose name he does 
not give, I propose to give to the House the result 
of my inquiries this morning. 1! have myself no 
personal knowledge on this subject, but I have 
before me a statement, furnished at my request by 
one of the clerks of a department, and by another 
gentleman, not in office, but intimately acquainted 
with the public offices here, and in which state- 
ment, I have reason to place entire confidence, and 
from which I will read, and publish in fallin the 
report of our proceedings. 

Here is the statement: 

On the 4th of March, 1849, there were in the 
principal offices in Washington city, as follows: 


Democrats, 
1. First Comptroller... $3,560 
2. Secoud =“ 3,000 
3. First Auditor,..... 0.06 3,000 
4. Second “tu. i 3,009 
5. Fourth “ a . 3,000 
6. Sixth eee eee Cea AAA 3,100 
7. Treasurer of the United States... 3,009 
BS. BONCHOL .. cc cawyswaane ok be egan wise be 3,500 
9. Commissioner of the General Land Office 3.000 
10. ad of Indian AMirs......4. 3,000 
li. e E LTT 3,009 
12. Recorder of the General Land Office 2,600 
13. First Assistant Postmaster General... 2,300 
14, Second “ $6 as ae 2,500 
15. Third “ Gi “ an 2,500 
16. City Postmaster... cc cscs eceeeeeeeees 2,500 
17. Marshal tees........008 5,000 
18. District Attorney fees.. 4,000 
19, Naval Storekeeper. ..... ccc ce ceeeeeee eee 1,700 
20. Military Storekeeper..........456 ese 1,700 
21. Commissioner of Public Buildings. . 2,000 
22. Warden of the penitentiary........cee0 2,000 
23. Commissioner of provision and clothing, . 3.000 
24. Navy agent ve 3, 
25. Public gardener..,...c.ceeeee ‘ 
26. Captain of the Capitol watch....... serres 
Paid to Democrats.......... rn $71,050 
Whigs. 
1. Third Auditor... sess, reesei eree e e $3,000 
` Politics unknown, 
1. Fifth Auditors isi saserivias as eres ases oe 83,000 
2. Commissioner of Pensions.................. "3,000 
Makingssssassessesseasesssdanas TTT $6,000 


The above statement shows twenty-six heads of 
bureaus and heads of offices in office on the 4th 
day of March, 1849, in Washington city. 

And on the first of January, 1850, there were 
employed in the various departments, in the city 
of Washington, seven hundred and twenty-four pere 
sons, and at that date there was a majority of fifty- 
iwo Democrats. 


Aggregate... eas 
Majority of Demoerats........00. 000. cece cece ence 
No removals since that time, up to this twenty- 
first of March, 1850. 


Dem. Salary. Fed.  Suby. 
| Employees in office of- ~ — 
ist Auditor of Treasury......15 $18,400 5 $5,450 
2d do. do. 37,750 16 16,050 
3d do, do. 24,400 15 18,750 
4th do. do. 16,450 6 5,940 | 
ih do. do. 2 48,000 25 31,600 
Adjutant General ........... 3 4,900 12 13,150 
War Departinent, exclusive of 
Secretaries.. ssai eee eee -6 7,200 6 6,450 
Paymaster General, exclusive 
of paymasters ........0065 i 1,000 8 8,900 
| Quartermaster General, ex- 
clusive of quartermasters.. 6 6,600 6 5,700 
Indian Affairs—War Depart- ? | 
MEM ara aae . 12,600 6 
Bore of Medicine, &e. e500 
vy Department 1,009 
Bureau of Provisions, &e.— ? : 5,800 |i 
! Navy Department......... 5 7,400 2 1,900 
Office of Register of Treasury .15 38,900 18 18,550 | 
Office of Treasurer........., 10 13,30) 8 9,150 | 
Office of Second Comptroller. 14 17,700 6 k i 
General Land Office.........51 62,500 28 30,250 |i 
243 $298,109 170 $189,640 


On the Ist of August, 1849, the force in t 
General Land Office eae so far changed as to ail 
57 Federalists at $64,850, to 34 Democrats at an 
aggregate of $40,500. 

[During the reading of this statement, there were | 
various interruptions, Mr. T. having been several | 
times called to order, and once or twice stopped in 


| 
| 


the reading.] 


; four persons in office in Washin 


Tam not permitted to give the names of the gen- 
| tlemen who furnished me this statement, but I 


| have every reason to believe that they are correct 


6,259 |; and truthful men. 


Of the above named seven hundred and twenty- 


gton city, on the 
30th September, 1848, there were— 


Dimora shed ca abe dee anes Seed ued baad 561 

Whigsa eens eent ae naa te En rR kaAi 163 

Aggregate siase seias taes ie ele Sadek dna  i a TA 
Showing, at that date, 398 more Democrats than 


Whigs in said offices. 
In the Land Office, on the 30th day of Septem- 
ber, 1848, there were seventy clerks or more em 


1840. 
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ployed; and of the regular force of that office, only 
thirteen were Whigs. In this office more remo- 
vals have been made than in any other; so that at 
this, time there is about an equal number of each 
party. But, enumerating all the removals made 
since President Taylor came into office, there are 
still in the employment of the General Govern- 
ment, in this city, fifty-two more Loco-focos than 
Whigs. : 

[thank the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Barty] 
for the time allowed to make this reply to the gen- 
tleman from Mississippi, (Mr. Pree) and 
submit the statement I now present, in confirma- 
tion of what I said yesterday. 

Mr. BAYLY then addressed the committee in 
general reply to positions assumed in debate on 
the other side of the House. 

He said, Mr. Chairman, I have but few remarks 
to make in closing this debate. I have listened 
attentively to it, and I may say that not one of the 
gentlemen on the other side have touched the real 
point at issue. They have all argued to show 
that these clerks have been usefully, and some of 
them necessarily, employed in the Department of 
the Interior; but that is not the point. That may 
be conceded for the argument. But why were 
they not obtained in the manner authorized by 
law, rather than in violation of it? In answer to 
this, which is the only real point at issue, nothing 
more is said than to read an extract from the re- 
port of the Secretary of the Interior. 

Now, so far from the Secretary of the Interior 
satisfying me that the clerks necessary for his 
department could not have been transferred from 
the other departments, with the transfer of the 
business which-they had in charge, he satisfies 
me of precisely the reverse, by stating, as a difi- 
culty, that which is ro difficulty at all. Here is 
what he says upon this subject : 

« Important duties, requiring much clerical tabor, were 
transferred from the President, aud from the State, the 
‘Treasury, and the War Departments, to the Department of 
the Interior. The act provides for the appointment of a 
Secretary and a chief clerk, but directs the employment of 
no other clerks, except in the provision, ‘that the Presi- 
‘dentof the United States, on the recommendation of the 
‘said Secretary of the [nterior, may transfer from the 
‘Treasury Department proper, to the Department of the 
«Interior, such clerks in the office of the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury as perform the duties over which the supervision 
Sand control are given, by this act, to the Secretary of the 
‘Interior,’ 

“ It was, however, ascertained, on careful examination, 
that there was no clerk who conid be transferred by virtue 

. of this provision; for «although some part of the duties of 
several clerks, employed in the office of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, was transferred to this department, yet there was 
not a transfer of all, or even the principal part, of the duties 
of any one clerk, Therelore, on takiug charge of the new 
Departinent, I found that there were onerous duties, run- 
ning into much detail, enjoined by Jaw to be performed, 
and no means provided to enable me to perform them. A 
great proportion was current business, which required at- 
tention from day to day, and would not bear postponement.” 

Now, what is the reason assigned for not de- 
tailing the necessary clerical force from the other 
departments? It is, that although there was a 
transfer of the duties of several clerks, yet there 
was not a transfer of all of those duties, and there- 
fore they could not be dispensed with in their old 
positions. Can anything be more unsatisfactory 
than this? The remedy for the difficulty sug- 
gested, was the simplest in the world. The sec- 
retary had only to rearrange the duties of the 
clerks, and it was removed at once. Where was 
the difficulty, when a portion of the duties of 
several clerks was transferred, and they thus re- 
lieved, of imposing those that were left upon a 
part of the clerks, and transferring the others, with 
the business which had been transferred? It is not 
pretended that before the transfer of the business, 
the clerks had too much todo. On the contrary, 
what Mr. Walker, who recommended the creation 
of the Department of the Interior, complained of, 
was not that there wasa deficiency of clerical 
force, but that the duties of the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury were too onerous; and the remedy he 
proposed was, the creation of the t epartment of 
the Interior, the transfer of a portion of the busi- 
ness of the Treasury Department to it, and the 
ereation also of the offices of Assistant Secretary 
of the Treasury and Commissioner of Customs, 
each with a chief clerk. And so far from its 
being anticipated that the establishment of these 
offices would create a necessity for a greater num- 
ber of inferior clerks, the precise reverse was the 
case. We were told that the new arrangement 
would add to the efficiency of the departments, by 
a more perfect distribution of these duties, and 


| Congress from the very insignificance of it. 


obviate the necessity for an increase of clerical force. 
But how has it turned out? Look at this very 
bili. Besides the appropriation which it makes to 
pay the salary of the Secretary of the Interior 
and his chief clerk, the Commissioner of Customs 
and his chief clerk, the Assistant Secretary of the 
Treasury and his chief clerk, it provides for five ad- 
ditional clerks in the office of the Commissioner of 
Customs, and appropriates $6,529 for temporary 
clerks in the office of the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions; and I am instructed by the Committee of 
Ways and Means to move an amendment to pro- 
vide for nine additional clerks in the Third Au- 
ditor’s Office. And I may add, in connection 
with the charge of illiberality made against us, 
that, beside this force provided for in the Depart- 
ment of the Interior, and the other departments 
relieved by its establishment, we appropriate, in 
this very bill, $11,972 for temporary clerks in the 
Post Office Department, and provide for two 


| additional clerks in the Auditor’s Office of that 


department. Or, to speak in dollars and cents, 
this bill appropriates at the rate of $52,900 per 


annum to provide for additional force in the de- | 
Still it is insisted that $12,000 more 


partments. 
shall be appropriated, and we are lectured fora 
want of liberality, because we are not disposed | 
to accede to the demand. Sir, if we have erred 
at all, it has been in being too yielding, and not 
in showing a disposition to grant too little. Gen- 
tlemen have not stopped here. Again, for the 
hundredth time, they have reminded us that they 
freely voted supplies to carry on the Mexican 
war, and insist that we shall, in imitation of their 
example, vote all the money which the Admin- 
istration may ask for, for any purpose, as if there 
was any analogy between voting money to carry 
on a nation’s war, and voting to increase Exec- 
utive patronage. Gentlemen seem to think that 
the patriotism displayed by them on the occasion 
referred to, was so great that it will operate as a 
perpetual political indulgence. Now, six, [do not 
give them the credit they claim for themselves. 
They did no more than it would have been very 
unpatriotic in them not to have done. But grant 
them all they claim, and still I insist, they have 
drawn upon itull itis wellnigh exhausted. 

But, sir, what we object to, is the principle in- 
volved. We do not object so much to the addi- | 
tional expenditure, as to the palpable violation of 
law. Prior to 1842, the practice of employing 
clerks, not provided for by law, had grown to | 
such large abuse, that Congress felt called upon 
to correct it. In that year, it passed a law legaliz- 
ing what had already been done, but in the fifteenth 
section it provided, to guard against similar abuses 
in future, “that no extra clerks shall be employ- 
‘ed in any department, bureau, or office at the 
‘seat of Government, except dufing the session of | 
t Congress, or when indispensably necessary to en- 

t able such department, bureau, or office, to answer 
‘some call made by either house of Congress at one 
‘session, to be answered at another, and not then, 
t except by order of the head of the department in 
‘which, or in some bureau or office of which, such | 
“extra clerk shall be employed; and no such extra 
“clerk, for copying, shall receive more than $3 
‘per day, or for any other service more than $4 
‘per day, for the time actually and necessarily 
t employed.” 

This is the plain language of the act of Congress. 
To what extent, and upon what pretext, ithas been į 
violated, we have already seen. | have been 
asked whether I maintain that Mr. Ewing has 
violated this law. I do; not only in its spirit, j 
but in its letter also. He has not only violated it | 
in employing clerks not authorized by law, but | 
also in giving them higher salaries than the law | 
allows in cases coming within its provisions. 

Besides the pretext of necessity, what other de- 


fence is made fur the Administration on this occa- } 


sion? Weare told that, in a few instances, the 
law was violated in Mr. Walker’s time; and we 
are pointed to the case of a clerk with a small sal- 
ary employed on the light-house establishment in 
the recess of Congress. I have no recollection of 
the case, and I presume it escaped the attention of 
But, 
sir, can anything show more clearly, than this 
course of argument, the necessity of Congress re- 
buking this violation of law? One slight abuse is 
plead in justification of a still greater one which, 
if not rebuked, wiil afford a precedent for still a 
greater, and by this Pelion upon Ossa—heaping | 


of abuses—the law of 1842 will have been virtually 
repealed by the action. of the departments, and the 
acquiescence of Congress. Sir, I protest against 
it, and I call upon this House to arrest it. Ido 
not wish to withheld from these clerks the money 
they have earned. If they. will present a petition, 
asking compensation for services rendered, and a 
private bill shall be founded upon it, J will vote 
for it; but I cannot, by voting for this amend- 
ment, legalize what has been done. Sir, it is in 
the nature of a bill of indemnity, such as is some- 
times presented in the British Parliament, but is 
unknown to us. There sometimes is a case of 
irresistible necessity, where the “salus populi” 
requires it. Such, for instance, is the opening of 
the ports in a time of famine, when it is better 
that the law should be violated than that the people 
should starve. ‘They suspend the law, and appeal 
to Parliament to pass a bill of indemnity, as it is 
called, legalizing the act; but it is never done, 
except in cases of the most overwhelming neces- 
sity. It is never done merely for convenience, no 
matter how great. No ministry could stand for 
a moment which should attempt it on a slight 
occasion. Sir, it is a dangerous system—one In- 
consistent with a Government of laws, and one I 
never wish to see introduced here. 

After some remarks in reply to Mr. Jounson, 
of Tennessee, relative to the appropriation for the 
Patent Office building, Mr. B. concluded, by say- 
ing: The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Crowe] has 
stated, that the offices here are toa great extent mo- 
nopolized by Virginians; and they are reproached 
in consequence. A similar accusation was made 
several years ago in this hall, by u gentleman from 
New York, [Mr. Rathbun.] On that occasion I 
replied to him, (said Mr. B.,) and Inotonly showed 
that Virginia had no more than her legitimate 
share of the public offices, but less. 1 have no 
disposition to go over the ground again, | adopt 
and repeat what I said then; and L only refer to it 
now, to give me an opportunity to make a perma- 
nent record of it in the columns of the Globe, from 
which, although reported in the papers at the time, 
it was accidentally omitted. 

Mr. BAYLY having concluded— 

Mr. OTIS offered the following amendment: 

in line 155, strike out the word “State’’and insert 
“the Interior, and superintendence of the Com- 
missioner of Public Buildings.” 

In line 156, strike out the words ‘to be paid 
out of the patent fund.”? 

The Chairman said that the amount was not 
now increased, 

The pending question was on the amendment of 
Mr. Hampron, [given at the head of this report, ] 
and it was again read. 

Mr. HARALSON moved to amend the amount 
by reducing the sum to $11,486. 

This sum, Mr. H. said, he had satisfied himself, 
from calculation, was amply enough for the object 
contemplated. 

Tellers were demanded and ordered on the 
amendment: Mr. Hamrron, of Penngylvania, and 
Mr. McQueen, cf South Carolina, were appointed, 

And the question having been taken, the vote 
stood—ayes 72; noes 88. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The question recurring on the amendment of 
Mr. HAMPTON, 

Mr. GREEN moved to amend it, by adding 
thereto the following: 

Provided, That thereafter the clerks shall be transferred 
from the departments in proportion to the business trans- 


| ferred, tothe D: partnentof the Interior, and nothing kerein 


contained shal! be construcd to authorize any increase cf 
clerical force in the several departinents, in consequence of 
the creation of the Department of the Interior, above the 
specification of the law of Mareh 34, 1849. 

The question was taken by tellers, and, by ayes 
88, noes 85, was decided in the affirmative. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The question then again recurred on Mr, Hamr- 
Ton’s amendment as amended. 

Tellers (Messrs. Peck and Brices) were ap- 
pointed. : 7 

And the question was taken and decided in the 
affirmative—ayes 85, noes 79. 

So the amendment as amended was agreed to. 

The reading of the bill by sections was then 
continued. 

The following item being under consideration, 

«For library, maps, &c., for the office of the 
Secretary of the Interior for the fiscal year, ending 
the 30th of June, 1850, five hundred dollars,” 
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Mr. VINTON moved to amend it by striking 
out the sum of * five hundred dollars,” and insert- 
ing * five thousand dollars,” è 

Mr. VINTON said tbis was the sum which 
had been estimated for as necessary to procure 
the library for this department; and even this 
was a very small amount for the purpose. He 
enumerated the various classes of books. which 
would be required in the performance of the mul- 
tifarious duties of the department. The sum 
proposed to be appropriated in the bill, was not 
anything—it was not even a beginning—toward 
the purchase of such a library as was required ; 
nor would the sum. contempiated by his own 
amendment be sufficient for the purpose. 

Mr. BAYLY moved to amend the amendment 
by striking out the sum of “ five thousand dollars” 
and inserting ** one thousand dollars.’ 

Mr. BAYLY said, that he had offered this 
amendment for the purpose merely of explaining 
the motives which had governed the Committee of 
Waysand Means in adopting the sum of $500. 
We had a public library which had been accumu- 
lating at great expense, and to which each of the 
heads of departments had the privilege of free 
access, and the committee thought that $500 would 
be enough to purchase the books, which might be 
required for constant and daily reference. Those 
which would be wanted only occasionally, and at 
rare periods, could be procured in the public libra- 
ries. 

But there was another motive also. It was 
known that there was a bill pending before this 
House to abolish the Department of the Interior. 
Unlike the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Vinron,] 
he (Mr. B.) hoped that it would receive the sanc- 
tion of both houses of Congress; but, at any 
rate, they ought not to prejudge the question, by 
appropriating so jarge a sum as $5,000 in a bill of 
this character—a deficiency bill—for an object not 
authorized by law, and for the mere convenience 
of a department which might not, and he trusted 
would not, survive sixty days. 

A motion was made that the committee rise. 

The committee refused to rise. 

The CHAIRMAN stated the question to be on 
the amendment of Mr. Bayxy to the amendment 
of Mr. VINTON. 

Mr. BAYLY said he had offered his amend- 
ment pro forma only, to enable him to make the 
explanation. He would now withdraw the amend- 
ment. 

So the amendment was withdrawn. 

The question then recurred on the amendment 
of Mr. Vinton. 

Tellers (Messrs. McGauauey, of Indiana, and 
Warno, of Connecticut,) were appointed. 

And the question was taken and decided in the 
negative—ayes 81, noes 89. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

A motion was made that the committee rise. 

‘The committee refused to rise. 

The following item being under consideration: 

“For compensation to temporary clerks, em- 
ployed in the office of the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions, from the Ist of July, 1849, to the 30th of |! 
June, 1850, six thousand five hundred and twenty- 
nine dollars and seventy-eight cents.” 

Mr. BAYLY moved the following amendment: 

“ For compensation for nine extra clerks, under 
the act of August, 1842, during the session of Con- 
gress, in the Third Auditor’s Office, and contingen- 
cies incident thereto,” ° 

Mr. BAYLY, (in explanation,) said, that these 
clerks had been employed in pursuance of law 
and that, after careful examination, the committee 
were satisfied that they were necessary. Hence 
he had been instructed by the Committee of Ways 
and Means to propose this amendment, to which 
he hoped there would be no objection. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to. 

The committee then rose, and reported its action 
on the Brazilian convention bill, and its progress 
on the deficiency bill. i 

CONVENTION WITH BRAZIL. 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be, on 
ordering to a third reading the bill to carry into 
effect the convention between the United States 
and the Emperor of Brazil, 

The bil, having been ordered to a third reading, 
was read a third time and passed. 

And the House adjourned. 
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| slavery be probibited in aill the territories 
States. 


PETITIONS, &c. 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 

presented under the rule, and referred to the appro- 
priate committees : 


By Mr. WALDO: The petition of Josiah Hollister and 
26 others, citizens of South Glenterbury, Connecticut, ask- 
ing for a uniform rate of postage. a p 

By Mr. JOHN A. KING, of New York: The petition of 
the inhabitants of Long Island, New York, for a light-bouse 
on the northern extremity of Gardner’s island. 

By Mr. CHANDLER: The petition of John C. Davis and 
others, citizens of Philadelphia, asking for the construction 
of piers at Reedy island, in the Delaware. . 

By Mr. CLEVELAND: The petition of citizens of Green- 
wich, Stanwich county, Connecticut, praying that no State 
be hereafter admitted into the Union unless the constitution 
expressly prohibits slavery within its limits. 

Also, ibe petition of citizens of the same county and same 
State, to secure to alleged Fugitives the right of trial by jury. 

Also, the petition of citizens of the same county and same 
State, for the repeal of all laws sanctioning the slave-lrade 
and slavery in the District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of citizens of tie same county and same 
State, praying that slavery and the slave-trade may be ex- 
pressly prohibited in all the territories of the United States. 

By Mr. COBB, of Alabama: The petition of W. R. W. 
Cobb, of Alabama, praying Congress to authorize the relin- 
quishment to the United States, of the valueless 16th sec- 
tions in all the States, and the selection of other sections in 
lieu thereof. a 

By Mr. EVANS, of Ohio: The remonstrance of 37 eiti- 
zeus of Zaneville, Ohio, against any further extension by 
Congress of the Woodworth patent. i 

Also, the petition of 91 citizens of Guernsey county, Ohio, 
praying for cheap postage. 

By Mr. BUEL: The petition of C. P. Young and 62 oth- 
ers, praying for a new mail-route from the village of Wayne, 
in the county of Wayne, Michigan, via Romutus Centre and 
Haron, to Brownstown, in said county. 

Also, the petition of Nicholas Grewsel, onc of the officers 
of the volunteers in the war with Mexico, praying additional 
remuneration for their service by grants of laud. 

Also, the petition of Orange Porter and 37 others, citizens 
of Michigan, for a distribution of the public Jands. . 

Also, the petition of Samuel Spaulding for increase of 
pension. is 

Also, the petition of Harry Lewis aud others, citizens of 
Michigan, for a reduction of letter postage to two cents per 
half ounce. 

Also, the petitiono: «tn Keys and 22 others, citizens of 
Michigan, for a reducticn of postage to two cents per half 
ounce. 

Also, the remonstrance of W. Ingersol and &8 others, cit- 
izens of Michigan, against a further extension of Wood- 
worth’s patent. & 

Also, the remonstrance of Hiram Walker and 4! others, 
citizens of Michigan, against a further extension of Wood- 
worth’s patent. 

Also, à claim of Francis Cicatt for pay for his services as 
a captain of a company of Michigan militia in the war of 


12. 

By Mr. WILMOT: The petition of 160 citizens of Brad- 
ford county, Pennsylvania, praying that slavery and the 
slave-trade may be expressly prohibited in the territories. 

Also, the petition of 45 citizens of Bradford county, Penn- 
sylvania, praying that no State be hereafter admitted into the 
Union unless slavery be expressly prohibited by the consti- 
tution of said State. 

Also, the petition of 160 citizens of Bradford county, Penn- 
sylvania, praying for the repeal of all laws sustaining slavery 
or the slave-trade in the District of Columbia, or in default 
thereof, that the seat of Government be removed. 

Alzo, the petition of {60 citizens of Bradford county, Penn- 
sylvaniit, praying that the right of trial by jury be secured to 
persons claimed as fugitives from labor. 

By Mr. POTTER: e petition of J. M. Radabaugh and 
David MeCurdy,and 46 other citizens of Putnam county, 
Ohio, for cheap postage. 

By Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi: The petition of the 
German Roman Catholic Benevolent Society, praying to be 
incorporated. 

By Mr. WELLBORN: The petition of Jonathan Smith, 
Thomas Smith, and others, praying the establishment of a | 
mail-route from Hawkinsville to Irwinsvilte, Georgia, on the 
Hawkinsville road, and to establish a post-oflice at Thomas 
Surith’s. 

Also, the petition of Wm. McLeod, Jeremiah B. Norman, 
and others, praying the establishment of a weekly cross mail 
route from Gintown posi-office, in Irwin county, to Ocopilco 
-office, in Lowndes county, Georgia, and to’ establish a 
F ffice at Edmondsons, Lowndes county, and one at 
Norman’s court-grotind, in Thomas county, and one at 
Henry Hammoek’s, in Irwin county. 

By Mr. CONGER: The petition of 27 mechanics, of 
Truxten, Cortland county, New York, for the repeal of the 
law of 1845,«xtending Woodworth’s planing machine. i 

_Also, of 146 citizens of Moravia, Cayuga conuty, New | 
York, praying that provision be made by | w, that when- 
ever a person shall be arrested as a fugitive slave, in any 
State other than that in whieh he is held to service, he shail | 
not be delivered up, except on the finding of a jury that he 
is thle slave of the claimant. 

Also, of 145 citizens of the same place, praying that: 
of the United ! 


By Mr, HIBBARD. The petition of S. W. Miles, aud | 
others, citizens of Plainfield, New Hampshire, praying fora | 
reduction and reform of the rates of postage. 
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ration of the Territory of Minnesota, by Brevet 
Captain Pepe; which was ordered to he on the 
table, and the motion to print referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. MILLER presented a petition, signed by 
one hundred and twenty-two citizens and legal 
voters of New Jersey, asking that the right of 
trial by jury may be secured by law to fugitive 
slaves, when arrested in any other State than that 
in which service is claimed; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Mr. SEWARD presented a petition of citizens 
and electors of the town of Scipio, in the State of 
New York, asking that the right of trial by jury 
may be secured by law to fugitive slaves, when 
arrested in any other State than that in which 
their service is claimed. 

Also, a petition of citizens and electors of the 
same place, asking that slavery and the slave-trade 
may be prohibited by law in all the territories of 
the United States; which were ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Also, of citizens and electors of Montgomery 
county, in the State of Pennsylvania, asking that 
slavery and the slave-trade may be prohibited in 
all the territories of the United States; which wag 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. WHITCOMB presented resolutions of the 
Legislature of Indiana, instructing the Senators 
and requesting the Representatives of that State in 
Congress, to use their exertions to procure the pas- 
sage of a law increasing the compensation of jurors 
in the United States district court in Indiana; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

Also, a resolution of the same Legislature, in 
favor of the enactment of a law allowing to the 
soldiers of the last war with Great Britain, and 
those who served in the several Indian wars, the 
same amount of bounty lands, and the same rates 
of pension, that were granted to the soldiers in the 
late war with Mexico; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, a resolution of the same, instructing the 
Senators and requesting the Representatives of 
that State in Congress, to use their exertions to 
procure the passage of a law abolishiug corporal 
punishment in the navy; which was referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Rochester, New York, praying that the 
act of February, 1845, extending the patent of 
William Woodworth, may be repealed; which 
was referred to the Committee on Patents and the 
Patent-Office. 


THE RESCUE OF THE CALEB GRIMSHAW. 


Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, | submit the 
petition of Elisha W. Budd Moody, of Yarmouth, 
in the province of Nova Scotia, merchant. 

The petitioner states that he is the owner of a 
certain ship called the “Sarah; that the said 
vessel sailed from the port of London, in the King- 
dom of Great Britain, on the 26th day of the 
month of October last past, commanded by David 
Cook, and bound to the port of St. John, in the 
province of New Brunswick; that on the 17th day 
of the month of November last past, while prose- 
cuting the said voyage, a ship was discovered in 
distress, and the master of the Sarah tacked ship 
and ran up to her, when he found that the vessel 
in distress, was the American ship Caleb Grim- 
shaw, of New York, with four hundred and 
twenty passengers on board, and that she was then 
on fire; that the ship Sarah lay by the side of 
the ship Caleb Grimshaw for the space of four 
days, most of which time the wind blew a gale, 
but she succeeded in rescuing from the burning 
ship, three hundred and ninety-nine human beings; 
that the ship then proceeded to Fayal, at which 
place she was quarantined, and heavy port charges 
there incurred; that the provisions and water on 
board of said ship were consumed by the persons 
saved, which had to be replaced at Fayal, at double 
the cost they were procured for in England; that 
while lying at quarantine, a gale of wind came on, 
which caused the ship to part cables, which, with 

her anchors, were lost, and the ship only escaped 
becoming a total wreck; that in consequence of the 
deviation of the ship from her prescribed voyage, 
the insurance effected on her beegme void, and 
from her deviation the pecuniary loss to the peti- 


tioner was very great, as a freight was engaged for 
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the ship at St. John’s, New Brunswick, for Lon- | 
don, which would have amounted to between 
£900 and. £1,000 sterling, but owing to the fate- 
ness of the season, the ship was obliged to put into 
the port of Yarmouth, at the’ entrance of the Bay 
of Fundy, and there haul up until the month of 
April, at a very great expense; and the crew of the 
ship, having been shipped in.London, and thence 
, ‘to return, refused to quit the ship, except on re- 
ceiving additional pay. 

The petitioner further states, that he has never 
~weceived any remuneration from any person for port 
chargesincurred at Fayal, nor for the loss of time by 
Said ship caused by saving the persons aforesaid, | 
(thirty of whom, the petitioner has been informed 
and believes, were American citizens,) the loss of 
freight, and the provisions consumed, and the 
extra wages paid to the crew, and the wear and 
tear of the ship consequent upon her deviation 
from her intended voyage; that the passengers | 
saved from the ship Caleb Grimshaw, were con- ` 
weyed in the ship Sarah from Fayal to New York 
¥or the sum of £400—a sum scarcely sufficient to 
eover the expenses attendant onthe voyage. The 
petitioner therefore prays, that Congress will be 
pleased to take his case into consideration, and 

grant him such relief as may seem proper. 
~ The petitioner thus recalls an interesting event, 
which, on a previous occasion, I brought to the 
notice of the Senate. [ introduced a resolution of | 
inquiry, requesting a committee of the Senate to 
inquire and report on the propriety of giving to 
Captain Cook, of the barque Sarah, some suitable 
“testimonial of appreciation of his services on that 
distressing occasion. I now introduce this peti- 
tion; in the hope that it may be thought proper to 
make a just and liberal compensation to the owner 
of the vessel, which rendered this great service to 
the cause of humanity. {ask leave also to submit 
with this petition, proof of the facts which it con- 
tains, together with a resolution, which I desire to 
be considered at this time, and which I will read: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire and report on the propricty of making | 
some adequate compensation to Elisha W. Budd Moody. 
owner of the British barque Sarah, for the losses sustaine 
by him in the rescue of the passengers and crew of the 
American ship Caleb Grimshaw. 

If-there be no objection—and I trust there will | 
be none, as itis a mere resolution of inquiry—I 
again ask that it may now be considered. 

There being no objection, the resolution was 
brought before the Senate for consideration, 

Mr. KING. 1 supposed, Mr. President, that 
the presentation of a petition, with a motion to | 
refer it to a committee would have carried all the 
instructions which the Senator from New York 
proposes. The object of presenting and referring 
a petition, is to bring it to the notice of a committee, 
that they may examine its merits and ascertain if 
there is anything that it would be appropriate to 
do, and, if so, what? Sir, I do not understand 
this unusual course which the Senator has taken. 
The Senator presents a petition, and at the same 
time he presents a resolution on the same subject. 
Now, the petition will go to a committee, but the | 
resolution, under the rules of the Senate, will lie 
on the table for one day, unless it shall be con- 
sidered by consent of the Senate. Perhaps that 
may be the practice in the legislature where the 
Senator has been, and he may thus have been in- 
duced to take this unusual course here.’ 

Some time ago, sir, I called for the papers in this į 
matter of the rescue of the Caleb Grimshaw. The | 
papers were furnished by the Secretary of State; 
and when they came here, on my motion they | 
were referred to tle Committee on Foreign Rela- | 
tions; and on the next day, the Senator comes up 
and submits a resolution to instruct a committee to 
do what one of the committees of the Senate is 
already engaged in doing—considering what re- 

ward shall be given to the gallant men who ren- 
dered this valuable service. 

I think the course which the Senatoris pursuing, 
is wrong. If we are thus to overload our journal 
with resolutions of instruction to committees, it 
will be attended with great embarrassment. 
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I merely throw it out, that we may not again in- 
struct a committee to do that which one of our 
‘committees is already engaged in doing. 

Mr. SEWARD. A word of explanation is due 
to myself in reply to the Senator from Alabama. 
The Senate will recollect that long before the Sen- 
ator from Alabama moved in this majter, and called 
upon the Government or upon the Secretary of 
State for the information to which he alludes, con- 
cerning the case of the Caleb Grimshaw, 1 had in- 
troduced a: resolution of instruction to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs to inquire into that subject. 
After the lapse of a fortnight or three weeks, the 
Senator from Alabama moved his resolution, call- 
ing for the papers in this case, and when the pa- 
pers were received, as my resolution on that sub- 
ject had been for some time lying upon the table, 
J asked the Senate to refer it, with those papers, to 
acommittee. I think in that I was perfectly jus- 
tified. I think, sir, that the transaction to which 
I called the attention of the Senate, on a former oc- 
casion, and to which I now call its attention, was 
ofa peculiar and marked character; and I think it 
due to the interests I represent here, and to mark 
my own appreciation of the conduct of Captain 
Cook, that Í should introduce the resolution which 
I kave heretofore submitted. 1am not aware that 
there is any impropriety in the course which I have 
pursued. If the Senator has any objection to it, I 
can only say that he has the right to object. Sir, 
I say nothing of the practice of legislatures else- 
where. Itis along time since I have had any 
legislative experience. I do not set up any expe- 
rience of mine in opposition to the great experience 
of the Senator from Alabama. 

The resolution was then laid upon the table. 


CHAPLAINS IN THE PUBLIC SERVICE. 


Mr. BERRIEN. I beg leave to present sundry 
petitions from citizens of Georgia, asking from 
Congress the abolition of the office of chaplain. 
As coming from a portion of my constituents, I 
present these petitions in the fulfilment of my duty 
to them; and I deem it proper, in the fulfilment of 
what I believe to be my duty to myself and my 
country, to state, that I do not concur in the appli- 
cation made by these memorialists. I believe this 
to bea time-honored institution, which came down | 
from the founders of our Government. I believe 
it to be authorized by the Constitution, which 
gives us'the power to elect our own officers. 

Iam desirous also to state, that the course 
which has been uniformly pursued by Congress, 
of appointing chaplains, cannot result in a church 
establishment. I have thought it necessary, in 
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explanation, and I now move that they be referred 
to the Judiciary Committee. 

The petitions were accordingly referred. 

Mr. WHITCOMB presented the petition of | 
Elijah Corbin, and seventy-seven other citizens of | 
the State of Indiana, asking that the chaplaincies 
in Congress, and in the military and naval service, | 
may be abolished, and against any legislation here- 
after on religious subjects. 

Also, from B. L. Goodwin, and one hundred 
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i in favor of 
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six other citizens of the same State, for the same 
object. i ea at Soe ae 

Also, the petition of Willis H. Dobbins-and 
forty-one other citizens of the same State, for the 
| same object. 

_ Also, the petition of E. Cox and sixty-four other 
citizens of Indiana, for the same object; all of which 
were referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WALKER presented a petition of citizens 
of Wisconsin, asking that the office of chaplain 
may be abolished. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented a petition of 
citizens of Iowa, to the like effect. 

Mr. HUNTER presented five petitions, all nu- 
merously signed by citizens of Virginia, to the 
same effect. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented five petitions, from 
citizens of Missouri, numerousiy signed, to the 
same effect. ; f 

Mr. MILLER presented five petitions, numer- 
ously signed by citizens of New Jersey, to the 
same effect. ` ` 

Mr. SHIELDS presented two petitions from 
citizens of Illinois, to the like effect. i 

Mr. TURNEY presented a petition from citi- 
zens of Tennessee, to the like effect. i 

Mr. DICKINSON presented further petitions, 
all numerously signed by citizens from different 


| portions of the State of New York, to the same 


effect. ; 

Also, two petitions from citizens of New Jer- 
sey, to the like effect. ' 

These memorials were severally referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. ; 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on: Naval 
Affairs, to which was referred the report of the 
Secretary of the Navy, in reply to a resolution call- 
ing for the cost of the maintenance of the African 
squadron, and the number of deaths in the same, 
reported it back to the Senate, with a request that 
it might be printed; which was concurred in. 

Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to which was referred the motion to print the 
i report of the Second Auditor, in relation to dis- 
bursements for the benefit of the Indians, reported 

printing the same; which was con- 
curred in. i : 
CASE OF J. ROBERTSON. ` 


Mr. MANGUM submitted the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That the Committee to audit and control the 
contingent expenses of the Senate, inquire into the propriety, 
equity, and justice, of making J. Robertson some remaanera- 
tion for his arrest, &e., in the month of December last. 


The resolution was adopted. 
MISSISSIPPI—-~NASH VILLE CONVENTION. 
Mr. FOOTE. Thold in my hand several joint 


resolutions, recently adopted by the Legislature of 
the State of Mississippi, having a vital connection 


i with the important questions which have, for 


some time past, almost exclusively occupied the 
attention of the two Houses of Congress, and 
which have awakened an amount of solicitude and 
anxiety in the public mind of the country, that has 


and forty-four others, citizens of the same Siate, 
for the same object. 

Also, the petition of David Gordon, and twenty- 
five other citizens of Indiana and Ohio, for the 
same object. 

Also, the petition of Thomas Flint, and sixty- 


one other citizens of Jadiana and Ohio, for the |! 


same object. 

Also, the petition of William Kester, and one 
hundred and seventy-one other citizens of Indiana, 
for the same object. 

Also, the petition of John B. Walker, and one } 
hundred and fifty-four other citizens of Indiana, 
for the same object. 

Also, the petition of J. R. Callihan, and one 
hundred and seventy-three other citizens of Brown 
county, Indiana, for the same object. 

Also, the petition of P. H. Humphreys, and 


other citizens of the same State, for the same |! 


object. 
Also, the petition of Ransom Riggs, and eighty- 
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been seldom heretofore called forth by any ques- 
tions whatever. I shall ask presently that these 
resolutions may be read, but shall desire no action 
of any kind thereupon, until my honorable col- 
; league and myself shall receive an attested’ copy 
| thereof—the arrival of which is confidently to be 
expected a few days hence, I trust, Mr. Presi- 
: dent, that the Senate will bear with me patiently 
while I offer a few remarks upon the subject em- 
| braced in these resolutions—necessary, as 1 con- 

ceive, to the vindication of the State of Mississippi 

against certain unjust- and unkind allegations, and 
| important at this time, as explanatory of the true 
: attitude of that State, in regard to the convocation 
iof the Nashville Convention. I should not be 
willing to occupy the attention of the Senate with 


| these matters at the present moment, but for two 
i reasons, which I will concisely state. The first 
| is this: the National Intelligencer of this city, in 
| several recent editorial articles, has dealt very 
‘freely in language of censure, in regard to the 
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action 
the call of-a 


of the: State.of Mississippi,.in originating 
Southern. Convention. The editors 
of ihis old-and respectable journal have not hesita- 
ted-to run’a regular parallel between the action 
of the southern. States at this time—in- resolv- 
ing to assemble in, convention, for the- vindica- 
tion of their constitutional rights from assailment, 
and for thë counteraction of certain well-known 
measures of threatened hostility—and the famous 
“Hartford. Convention, the very name of which 
has long been odious and abhorrent to all true 
patriots... I shall not now, sir, indulge in the 
Janguage of: recrimination, to which I. am so 
strongly invited. 3 
ment to do or to say anything which may beget 
feelings of gectional.unkindness, and thus obstruct 
that speedy compromise and settlernent of all ex- 
isting difficulties, which all good citizens now so 
ardently desire. One of the points of similitude 
between the expected Nashville Convention and 
that of Hartford is, as urged by the editors of the 
National Intelligencer, that the Hartford Conven- 
tionists demanded. an amendment of the Consti- 
tution, as indispensable to the security of those 
whom they represented, which expedient of a 
constitutional amendment, is asserted to be also 
one of the expedients to which the southern States 
have avowed their determination to resort, through 
the medium of the. Nashville. Convention. On 
yesterday, this view of the subject was earnestly 
insisted upon by the honorable Senator from New 
Hampshire, [Mr. Haxe,] who formally accused 
the whole South of designing to demand some con- 
stitutional amendment, impossible to be obtained, 
in order to pave the way to a dissolution of the 
Union. This assertion of the Senator from New 
Hampshire, constitutes my second reason for un- 
dertaking, at this time, a defence of those who 
have participated in getting up the Nashville Con- 
vention, I do not know how I can prove more 
satisfactorily the injustice of all that has been said 
in regard to the designs and motives of the south- 
ern States, in agreeing to meet, in convention, at 
Nashville, than by reading a few extracts from a 
document which lies before me, which is nothing 
more nor less than the very “Address to the 
southern States’? which has been so emphatically 
denounced by the editors of the National Intelli- 
gencer; as one of -a treasonable character. Those 
who will dispassionately consider what I am about 
to read, will not only be satisfied that there has 
been, as yet, no organized movement in the South 
for a dissolution of the Union, but that no radical 
change in the fundamental law of the Republic has 
been seriously contemplated, much less insisted 
upon, in any part of the South. It would be 
highly gratifying to me, and I have no doubt, un- 


der different circumstances, equally agreeable to | 


the Senate, to have the whole of this able and 
patriotic address read on the present occasion. 
Butas I have only a few minutes of the morning 
hour, daring which to perform the task which 1 
arn now executing, I shall merely lay before the 
Senate a few of the concluding paragraphs, as- 
suring honorable Senators that there is no part of 
the address which will not be found, upon exam- 
ination, perfectly to harmonize with the portions 
now to be read jn their hearing, Aftera clear and 
forcible statement of historic facts, and an able 
argument upon constitutional snd other grounds, 
the address proceeds as follows : 

Se This controversy is a most alarmuig one to every lover 
of the Uuion—its blessings arid glories. [Lis a dispute be- 
tween fourteen States on the one side and sixteen States on 
the other side, or of fifteen on cach side, if Delaware should 
fraternize with the South. Threats or force on either side, 
can never settle the controversy by intimidation. ‘I'he pas- 
sions of the parties may be good servants, but are bad mas- 
ters, Interest, justice, humanity, patriotism—the love of 
the Union, a sense of ils great advantages, and of the evils 
of distnion—the spirit of a past generation of onr cowmon 
ancestors, who achieved our independence, framed the Con- 
stitution, ratificd it, and formed the Unien—must come to 
the settlement of this question in all the States. * * +. 

“The Union must, aud will, be preserved. The slave 
States, in resisting such dangerous and ructive usurpa- 
tions of the Federal Government, are defending the Const 
tution and Union. ‘Their position is wholly defensive— 


e of their social and political existence as States; 


defensive of the Constitution aud Uuion—defensive of law 
order,and good government—of the right of the people 10 
govern themselves, by governments and laws of their own 
making, throughout the worid. It isa cause which cannot 
fall before the social philosophy. ` 


“But should the non-slave States combine to gpforeeanti- | 
reclamation dets, and continue to pass. Jaws to prevent the | 


éxtension of slavery into the territories—should they further 


It is not my desire at this mo-. 


} 


„also attempt to abolish 


ZE 


itin the District of Columbia, and in, 
needfa) buildit i 
by an amendment of the Constitu- 
lave States themselves—what pro- 
ainst these aggressions, and 
delegated power, under a | 


all places purchased for 
should they also attempt, 
tion, to ‘abolish it in the s 
tection have the slave States ag 
these dangerous vsurpations of un 
Constitution by which they ought to be enabled both to pro- | 
tect themselves and possibly save the Union? In discussing 
this subjéct, with a view to urge the States. to ratify and 
establish the Constitution, both Mr. Hamiiton and Mr. Mad- 
ison argued that the States, as organized:communilties, could 
successfully resist all such aggressions. Mr. Hamilton said 
inthe Federalist: ‘ Theseparate governments 10 a Confed- 
© eracy may aptly be compared with the feudal baronies, 
© with this advantage in their favor, that from the reasons 
< already explained, they will generally possess the confi- 
© dence and good wil! of the people, and with so important 
€ a support will be enabled effectually to oppose all encroach- 
¢ ments of the Federal Government? ‘So long as the separ- 
ate organization of the members be not abolished—so long | 
c as it exists by a constitutional necessity for loeal purposes, 
¢ though it should bein perfect subordination to the general 
c authority of the Union—itwould still be in fact and iu the- 
£ ory, an association of States or a Contederacy. The pro- 
© posed Constitution, so far from implying an abolition of 
€ the State governments, makes. them constitutional patis of 
¢ the national sovereignty, by allowing them atdirect repre- 
‘sentation in the Senate, and leaves in their possession 
c certain exclusive and very important portions of the sov- 
£ ereign power. This fully corresponds, in every rational 
< import of the terms, with the idea of a Federal Govern- 


€ politieal system, that the State governments will, in all 
¢ possible contingencies, afford eomplete security against 
invasions of the public liberty. Projects of usurpation 
“cannot he masked under pretences so likely to escape the 
c penetration of select bodies of men, as of the people at 
‘large. The legislature will have better means ofinferma- 
“tion; they can discover the danger a a distance, and | 
€ possessing all the organs of civil power and the confidence 
c of the people, they can at once adopt a regular plan of op- 
© position, in which they ean combine all the resources of 
‘the community. They can readily communicate with 
‘each other in the different States, and unite with their 
© common forces for the protection of their common fiberty.? 
«Mr. Madison said : But ambitious encroachments of the 
t Federal Government, on the authority of the State govern- 
«ments, would not excite the opposition of a single State, or 
‘of afew States only. ‘hey would be signals. of a general 
calarm. Every Government would espouse the common 
‘cause. A correspondence would be opened ; plans of resist- 


© conduct the whole; the same combination, inshort, would 

result from an apprehension ofthe Federal, as was produced 

“by the dread ofa foreign, yoke ; and unless the projected in- | 
¢novations should be voluntarily renounced, the same appeal 
tto a trial of foree would be made in the one case as was in 
‘ihe other. But what degree of madness could ever arive 
the Federal Government to such an extremity? If the six- 
teen non-slave States, (if Delaware be included,) because 
by accident.they now exceed the number of the slave States 
by two, and ean send a majority of four Senators to Con- 
gress, although the slave States, at the ratification of the 
Constitution, outnumbered them by eleven, aud because, 
also, they accidentally by their population, have a larger 
share of representative power to enable them to secure a 
majority in the House of Representatives, and to elect a 
President—if, from these accidental advantages, they deter- 
mine, by a sectional combination, to electa majority of Free- 
Soit and Abolition Senators and Representatives, aud a Free- 
Soil and Abolition President, and thus to make the Federal 
Government an cngine, step by step, to destroy slayery in the 
fourteen slave States—first, by excinding slavery frem the 
territories, in order that, by admitting new States into the 
Union, they may increase the number of the nou-stave States 
lo three-fourtis ; second, to abolish slavery in the District of 
Colwubia, or in all places where Congress may exercise 
exchusive legislation; and Jastly, to consummate the course 
of tyranny and usurpation by a change of the Constitu- 
tion, and the delegation of an express power to abolish sla- 
very in all the slave States—what means of resistance bave 
the fourteen slave States to secure their domestic relations, 
their property, their equality of rights, guarantied to be in- 
violable by their constitutional bill of rights, and tlieir exist- 
ence and independence sovereign States, and equal merw- | 
bers of the Confederacy? If the altern:tive presented by 

the non-slave States be a dissolution of their union with the | 
slave States, or the abolition of slavery.in the slave States, 
either side of this alternative is ad n, because, if the 
slave States submit to it, they cease to States and 
as sovereign partics to the Union. Resistanee to such 
usurpations, is their moral, social, and political duty. But 
the usurping States declare all resistanee to such Jaws on 
the part of the slave States, rebellion, treason, revolution, 
and disunion. But these are terms which properiy apply to 
the usurpers of unauthorized power, however cunningly 
they may seek concealment, by an outcry against those who 
resist the usurpation to support aud sustain the Constitution 
and the Union. Are the sixteen non slave States sole judges 
of their constitutional power to destroy slavery, and may 
they use the Executive arm, and the anny, the navy, and tbe 
Treasury of the Union, to force fourte vercigi States io 
submit to laws abolishing slavery, because it is the right of 
a majority to judge of the extent of their constitutional 
powers ? or, by their majority in Congress, may they repeal | 
the judiciary et, and reorganize the Federal judiciary, and 
fill the bench with Fi oi} and Abolition judges, to sus- | 
tain their usurped legislation over slavery? and would that 
court have jurisdiction to bring befo e it the fourteen slav 
States, and the sixteen non-slave States, and to try and judi- 
cially decide between thei, as ; arties, the question of eon- 
stitntional power? Could tat eourt render a decree or 
ginent between the parties, upon the subject in contro- 


Y, which should have the binding cffect of res judicata. į 
Could the Federal Government enforce such judgment 
against the slave States? j 7 
“ Bueh was not the understanding of M i 

> € 4 g Mr. Jefferson, Mr, ii 
Madison, or the Legislatures of Virginia, Kentucky, and ine ti 
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deed of all the slave States, and of a large majority of the | 


ii 
f$ 


pesin the slave States— |: 


‘ment.’ ‘it may safely be received as an axiom in our | 


cance would be coneerted ; one spirit would animate and j 


people of the United States, when the alien and sedition laws 
were passed, laws of fur less questionable nuthority than 
laws probibiting slavery in the territories. If this ujon is 
to be saved, which is the bope of every. patriot throughout 
our country, and of every philanthropist throughout the 
world, it is to be saved by the people of all the Stites, fully 
anderstanding each other upon this dangerous subject ofcon- 
woversy, which mad enthusiasts, mistaken sochtlisty, and 
aspiring politicians have, during the Jast thirty-five yeare, 
used for purposes of national dis¢ord and disruption, and 
pressed to extremity. , 

“Beside and beyond a popular convention of We South- 
ern. States, with the view and the hope of arresting the 
course of aggression, and, if not practicable, then lo concen- 
+ trate the South in will, understanding, aud action, the con- 
vention of Mississippi suggested, as the possible ullimate 
resort, the call by the Legislatures of the assailed States, of 
still more solemn conventions—sach as should be regularly 
elected by the people of those States—to deliberate, speak, 
and act, with all the sovereign power of the people. Should 
| in the resul, such conventions be'called and meet, they may 
kad to a like regularly constituted eonvention of all the as- 
sailed States, to provide, in the last resort, for their separate 
welfare by the formation of a-compact and a Union, that 
will afford protection to thei: liberties and rights. In such 
Í a crisis, in the Janguaze of Mr. Madison, ‘one spirit will 
| animate and conduct the whole.’ à 

« This isan important era, not only in our own history, 
batin the history of the world. Great events are at their 
birth. By the improvement of steamboats, railways, and 
ship canals, a revainiion in the commerce and intercourse 
or the world is suugeling into existence. The connection 
| of the Atlantic and Pacifie oceans, if not defeated. by 
| European Governments, must soon give to the United States 
‘a montis advantage in commer e and jutercourse with 
the nations of India and the Pacific ocean—an advantage 
which Enrope has hitherto bad over the United states, and 
whieh will reluctantly be relinquished, Already bas Eng- 
land endeavored to sow diseord between the States of our 
Union, by declaring the abolition of slavery to he the policy 
of her Government, which she will promote by al} fair 
means, throughout the world, This unfriendly policy, đe- 
clared in a diplomatic correspondence with our Government, 
with a full knowledge that our Union is a confederacy of 
slave and non-slave States, could have had no other purpose 
| but to weaken us asa nation, by dissolving oar Union ang 
embroiling us in civil an’ servile wars, Our strength as a 
nation—our snecess in gaining the commerce of the world— 
our future growth in wealth. and population—the cause of 
human liberty, and the people’s righ's throughout the world, 
depend upon our Union asitis. Let us be true to pur trust; 
Jet us preserve the Union, and leave slavery to the natura? 
course of events. 

“ We have thus discussed some of the most prominent 
considerations involved in the fearful controversy, without 
attempting a couseeutive history of the origin, progress, and 
presentaim of the crusade. That history has been awf- 
ciently given in the address of the southern delegation in 
the Jast Congress, to which the resolutions of the central 
and primary meet ngs in this State, and the proceedings of 
the convention which foNowed them, may be regarded as 
the response of Mississippi.. What we have here offered, 
in obedience to the order of ous appointment, is respectfully 
submitted, in connection with those resolutions and pro- 
ceedings, to you, as our brethren of the South, who, with us, 
are driven to the alternative of resistance or submission, 
We urge them upon your serious, paternal, and patriotic 
examination, indulging the confident expectation, that yon 
will perceive the propriety and necessity of meeting our 
people in the general Southern Convention, proposed for 
the frst Monday of June next, and resting assured that 
whatever may be the aetion of the Federal Governmeut at 
į the present session of Congress, the South will be consoti- 
dated in vindication aud defence of the Constitution, and 
will not prove < recreant to her honor, her rights, her inter- 
sts, her history, and ber destiny. 

“A, HUTCHINSON, 
“G. WINCHESTER, 
“W. R HILL, 

“W, L. SHARKEY, 
“©. R. CLIFTON, 
«JOHN i. GUION, 

“E. C. WILKINSON.” 

These, sir, are the views of the people of the 
sovereign State of Mississippi, as declared by our 
convention, through a committee of seven gentle- 
į men, who, in ability, patriotism, moral worth, and 
1 will add, devotion to the Union, are not inferior to 
any seven individuals to be found in the whole 
Republic. Who doubts now the truth of what I 
have so often declared here, that the people of Mis- 
sissippi stand alone upon their éonstitutional rights; 
that they rely exclusively upon the fundamental 
| guaranties so wisely provided by our venerated 
| forefathers, and that they are resolved to do all in 
| their power to preserve this Union, by the only 

means capable of securing its preservation—the 


j 
H 
H 
| 
i 


| 
i 
i 


i, meintenance of the imlegrity of the Constitution 


: itself ? 

But the National Intelligencer, in one of its late 
numbers, instead of publishing the whole, or any 
considerable portion, of this address, has torn a 
single paragraph from its context, in order to prove 
that the South, or at least the people of Missis- 
sippi, have unconditionally resolved upon a disso- 


' lution of the Union and the establishment of a 


Southern Confederacy. 
fellows: 

“ Beside and beyond a popular Convention of the south- 
em States, with the view and the hope of arresting the 
course of aggrcssion, and if uot practicable, then to con- 
eentrate the Bouth in will, understanding, and aetion, the 


That paragraph is as 


579° 


1850. 


convention of Mississippi suggested, as the possible ultimate 
resort, the.call by the fegislatures of the assailed States of 
still more solemn conventions—such as should be regularly 
elected by the people of those States—to deliberate, speak, | 
and act, with all the sovereign power of the people. Should, 

in the result, such conventions be called and meet, they may: 

tead toa like regularly-constituted convention of all the 

assailed States, to provide, in the last resort, for their sepa- 

rate welfare by the ‘ormation of a compact and a Union, 

that will afford protection to their liberties and rights. In 

such a crisis, in the language of Mr. Madison, ‘one spirit 

will animate and conduct the whole.’ ”? : 

Now, Mr. President, does not every one per- 
ceive the gross injustice done the committee who 
prepared this address, in deducing from the para- 
graph cited, the inference that the Mississippi 
people are so resolved upon secession that nothing 
else will satisfy them? Sir, the true and obvicus 
import of. the language objected to, is simply this: 
the Constitution is to be maintained, if possible, by 
all legitimate and honorable means. The obligations 
of that sacred instrument are to be scrupulously 
observed and executed, on the part of the southern 
States, while its faithful observance by other 
members of the Confederacy, is to be demanded 
and insisted upon. The guaranties in which the 
South is peculiarly interested, are to be respected 
by the free States of the Union in all their scope 
and amplitude. If in all these important points,’ 
the North should prove unwilling to do justice— 
which. Heaven forbid-—if the offensive enact- 
ments menaced shall be adopted, and the griev- 
ances already confessedly inflicted shall remain un. 
redressed—~then the southern States will assemble 
in convention. to consult for their own safety and 
welfare; and if justice shall still be withheld, after 
all pacific and constitutional expedients have been 
tried, and tried in vain, why then the southern 
States may feel it to be a duty, forced upon them, 
of seceding in the last resort from the Union. 

This, T repeat, is the real and fall import of that 
portion of the Mississippi address, to which the 
editors of the Intelligencer have applied language 
of the most unmeasured denunciation. What is 
this but to assert, sir, that we live under a system 
of Government which renders all tyranny justifi- 
able, and oppression too sacred a thing to be com- 
plained of—under which power, however obtained 
or wielded, is entitled to triumph over right—under 
which, in fine, freedom is but a name, and the 
written organic law a ridiculous mockery ! It was 
not thus that our noble forefathers thought and 
acted, under which non-resistance to the most hid- 
cous usurpation, is the bounden duty of all good 
citizens, and even of sovereign States; nor was 
it thus that, in a purer and more high-spirited 
generation, public men either wrote or spoke. It 
was not thus that Andrew Jackson expressed 
himself in that famous proclamation, in which, 
though rebuking nullification, he declared seces- 
sion to be a just and proper remedy—to be 
resorted to in any case of intolerable oppression. 
It was not thus that the honorable Senator from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Wessrer] spoke the other 
day, in our hearing, when he emphatically declared 
the same doctrine. Such was not the doctrine of 
Philip P. Barbour, who asserted secession to be 
the political arsenic of our system, to be resorted 
to when allother remedies might fail. Such, 
finally, was not the doctrine of Mr. Jefferson, who 
oftentimes declared secession (or “scission,” as 
he denominated it) to be, in certain cases of enor- 
mous and long-continued outrage, the proper and 
oniy remedy. 1 find the opinion of Mr. Jefferson, 
on this point, very precisely set forth in the eulo- 
gy delivered some years since upon the life and 
character of Mr. Madison, by Mr. John Quincy 
Adams. Here are Mr. Adams’s own words, as 
printed in the volume from which I now read : 

« Concurring in the doctrines that the separate States 
have aright to interpose, in cases of palpable infractions of 
the Constitution by the Government of the United States, 
and that the alien and sedition acts presented a case of such 
infraction, Mr. Jefferson considered them as absolutely nuil 
and void, and thought the State legislatures competent, not 
only to declare, but to make them so, to resist their execu- 
tion within their respective borders by physical force, and 
to secede from the Union rather than to submit to them, if 
attempted to be carried into execution by force.’? 


{ will notenlarge upon this fruitful topie; it would 
be quite easy to do so, and to retaliate upon the 
editors of the Intelligencer, the illiberal reproaches 
cast upon millions of their fellow-countrymen, 
who have given their formal, solemn, and deliber- 
ate sanction to those measures of resistance, in 
regard to which, whatever may be falsely or igno- 


rantly said, here or elsewhere to the contrary, the 
whole South, with slight exceptions, is at this 


i of the aforesaid false and unjust policy on the part of the : 


applying for.adimission, if our Senators.and Representatives 
shali be satisfied, from reliable evidence, wat fraud has been 
practised, or improper inflaences used, to stiflé a fall and 
fair expression of opinion, by the citizens of California, in : 
reference to the formation of their State constitution, they . 
ought to oppose her admission, for that reason also. Ki 

Resolved, That we refer the subject of the admission of” 
California into the Union, and the circumstances and course 
of policy which have.induced its. population so hastily, and 
in such an unprecedented’ manner, to apply for admission, 
to the convention of southern States, proposed to be assen 
bled at Nashvilie, on the first Monday in June next, to be 
considered with other causes of complaint. against the 
people of the non-slaveholding “States 5 and in the mean 
time, we receminend to our Senators and Representatives 
in Congress, to remain at their posts, and resist all further. 
aggression on our rights. 

Resolved, That his excelleney the Governor be requested 
to forward to each of our Senators and Representatives in ` 
Congress, a copy of these resolutions. 

JOHN J. McRAE, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
i JOHN J. GUION, © 
President of the Senate pro tempore. 
Approved, March 6, 1850. J. A. QUITMAN. 


REMOVALS FROM OFFICE. 

Mr. SMITH. I must now really insist upon 
my right to the floor. I wish to remind honorable 
Senators that I have had a speech on my stomach 
for about two months. [Laughter.] 

Mr. DICKINSON. The hour for the special 
order has not yet arrived. ' 

Mr. SMITH It was understood that I shoùld 
have the floor at a quarter before one. : 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is- in- 
formed that the resolution of the Senator from 
Maine, relative to removals from office, was made 
the special order for a quarter before one o’clock, 
but the unfinished business of yesterday takes 
precedence. 


time united: as one man; but: I forbear; such un- 
kind comments would be as unprofitable to others 
as they would be disagreeable to myself. But I 
cannot conclude, Mr. President, without announ-: 
cing to these venerable gentlemen, that they were 
never in grosser error in their lives, than when 
they asserted, in this morning’s Intelligencer, that 
‘there is in the State of Mississippi no general 
acquiescence in the propriety or expediency’’ of 
the Nashville Convention. So far as 1 know 
or believe, more than ninety-nine hundredths 
of all parties in Mississippi recognize the ex- 
pediency of this measure, and will sustain the 
expected convention in every proceeding which 
may be deemed necessary for vindicating south- 
ern honor against menaced indignity, and south- 
ern safety against threatened assaults. The. 
worthy editors of the Intelligencer do not err | 
less surprisingly when, in the same number of 
their paper, after publishing the names of the em- 
inent gentlemen who will have the honor of rep- 
resenting the State of Mississippi in the Nashville 
convention, they express themselves as follows: 
«© Very respectable gentlemen, but who, we cannot 
‘but think, should all or any of them get to Nash- 
‘ ville at the time appointed, will, when they. find 
‘themselves so- ill-seconded by other States, feel 
‘very much like fish out of water.” Sir, I ear- 
nestly hope that all occasion for the assembling of 
the Nashville convention may be shortly removed, 
and that healing, temperate, and patriotic counsels 
may prove efficient in warding off the dangers 
which now environ our beloved institutions. But 
if the aggressions, to counteract and avert which 
the Nashville Convention has been called, should 
be persevered in, I can assure the editors of the Mr. SMITH. Not until one o'clock, the hour 
Intelligencer—and 1 speak advisedly when I say for proceeding to the orders of the day. 1 sup- 
so—that there will not be two southern States—I pose I am entitled to the floor for a quarter of an 
doubt if there will be a single one—that will not |) hour, at least. . 

be represented at Nashville; and despite domestic The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution of 
treachery, and all other causes, obstructive of united the Senator from Maine was made the special 
action, ninety-nine-hundredths of the whole south- || order for a quarter to one o’clock, and the hour 
ern population will prefer any fate whatever to an | for proceeding to its consideration has now ar- 


unconditional submission to tyranny. This Isay, rived, : : 
who am known to be more inclined to the use of a SMITH. | call for the reading of the res- 
olution. t 


conciliatory expedients than many others, and ; : 
whose love for the Union is ouly second, if indeed The Secretary read the resolution, as follows: 
it be at all inferior, to that unbounded devotion ||, “ Resolved, That the President be requested to cause to 


which I feel for all that involves the safety and || be laid before the Senate, all charges which have been pre- 


7 | ferred or filed in any of the departments against individuals 
honor of my native State, and the State of my || who have been removed from office, since the 4th day of 


adoption. | March fast, with a specification of the cases, if ani, im 
I send which the officers charged have had opportunity to he heard, 
and astatement of the number of removals made under 


the Senate, intending that they shall be simply 
read, without being regarded as offered yet for the 
more formal consideration of the Senate. 

The resolutions are as follows: 

Resolved, ‘That. the expositions and views expressed by 
the convention of the people of Mi-sissippi, assembled in 
canvention on the first Monday of October last, and in the 
address of their convention, merit and receive our hearty 
approbation and commendation. 

Resolved, That it was the duty of the last, as it is the duty 
of the present, Congress of the United States, to provide ter- 
ritorial governments for California nd the other territories 
acquired from Mexico, and all the citizens of the United 
States residing in or removing to said territories, the gnaran- 
ties of the Constitution, for the protection of their civil and 


teach department, including subordinates in the custom-~ 
houses and other branches of the public service.” 


Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I have a variety 
of considerations to submit to the Senate in con- 
nection with this resolution, for the purpose of 
i satisfying this body, and particularly the honor- 
| able Senator from Maine, [Mr. Brapsury,] that 
|| his resolution is of a very singular and extraordi- 
il nary character, and one that ought not to receive 
‘the sanction of thisbody. 1 shall be constrained, 
ijin the consideration of this subject, to occupy 
j| more of the time of the Senate than I should like 
i| to do. There is the census bill, in the hands of the 
| 


| 
the joint resolutions to the Secretary of | 
| 


political rights, as recognized by its provisions. A Senator from Massachusetts which ought to have’ 
Resolved, That the exercise by the Government of the ij sed th i d th Klam reeulart 
United States, of'a silent and passive jurisdiction over the | passed two months ago; and though lam regularly 
Territory of California, in consequence of the failure by |! entitled to the floor to proceed with my remarks 
Congtes? to provide ed ae Faecal, ols id territo: li now, yet if the Senate will be good enough to 
ry, and for the equal and indiscriminate protection of all the |: H F evestions as G 
Citizens of the United States removing to said territory with ;; consid er these ae SONS as the ac pei 
their property, is in the highest degree unjust toward the ‘ of the exposition of my views, which 1 design to 
people of the slaveholding States, by deterring them from ;' make, I am willing that the census bill shall be 
enine 40 heat tne thet Saves sands calulatea pnd now taken up and passed. I think it ought to be 
intended to deprive them of an equal participation in the © z ie : es z 
common property of the peaple of all the States. i passed in half an hour; and with the understand 
ing on all sides that l may resume my remarks 
afier the consummation of the bill, I will. very 


Resoived, ‘That the policy heretofore pursued by the Goy- 
erninent of the United States, in regard to said territory, in 

cheerfully yield the floor now, under a sense of 
the great importance of passing the census bill 


refusing to provide a territorial government therefor, has : 
: without further delay. 


been, and is, eminently caleulated to promote, and is about : 
to effect, indirectly, the cherished object of the Aboijtion- - 
ists, which cannot be accomplished by direct legislation, ` ` 
without a plain and palpable violation of the Constitution of Mr. KING. The Senate adjourned yesterday 
the United States. ‘upon the census bill. That is the unfinished 
Resolved, That the admission of California into the Union business, and takes precedence to-day of all special 
orders. I make this statement that the bill may 
go on now, and when the proper time arrives, ils 
postponement can be moved, in order to give the 


as a sovereign State, with its present constitution—the result 
honorable Senator from Connecticut an apportu- 
. nity of making that speech which presses so 
‘ heavily on his stomach. .[Laughter.] I trust he 
i may have that opportunity, but the unfinished 
business of yesterday should take precedence with- 
` out the express action of the Senate. 
Mr. SMITH. The honorable Senator is in too” 
‘great a hufry. Que o’clock has not yet arrived. 
4 T have at least a right to the floor till that hour. 


Government of the United States—would be an act of fraud 
and oppression on the rights of the people of the slave- 
holding States; and itis the sense of tbis legislature, that 
our Senators. and Representatives should, to the extent of 
their ability, resist it by all honorabie and constitutional 
means. 

Resolved, That while we admit the unlimited right of the 
citizens of any territory, in framing a State constitu ion, to 
ingraft upon it any prineiples whatever, provid d the forui -` 
of government is republican, and in nothing conflicts with 
the Constitution of the Unit d States, and deny the right of ©) 
Congress to reject a State applying for admission into the | 
Union, because its constitution either tolerates or rejects 
the institution of slavery, yet jn the ease of California, now. 
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The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is of 
opinion that, although the resolution of the Sena- 
tor from Mame was made the special order for a 

uarter to one o'clock, the unfinished business of 
yesterday takes precedence. 

Several:Senators.. Undoubtedly: 

Mr. FOOTE. I rise for the purpose of appeal- 
ing emphatically. to the magnanimity and justice 
of gentlemen on the other side of. the chamber, to 
allowpthe Senator from Connecticut to be heard: I 
am seriously of the opinion, that the Administra- 
tion are entitled to that vindication from the charges 
advanced in the able speech made by the Senator 
from Maine, some time since, which it has not yet 
received. I say it.is doing injustice tò any Ad- 
ministration—tIsay it, although Iam utterly op- 
posed to the present Administration—not to allow 
at least one spéech in their defence, against such 
serious allegations, so potently urged. Ido hope, 
therefore, that our friends on the other side of the 
chamber will allow. the unfinished business to be 
postponed, so that the Senator from Connecticut 
may. be heard. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The time for taking 
up the unfinished business of yesterday has ar- 
rived. 

Mr. FOOTE. To what day shall I move its 
postponement? : 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I cannot con- 
sent to any postponement, so far as Lam con- 
cerned, and I do not think the Senator from Con- 
necticut desires it. 

Mr. FOOTE., I move the postponement of the 
farther consideration of the census bill till to-mor- 
row. Iam advised that the Senator from Connec- 
ticut does desire it. 

Mr. SMITH. From a sense of the public ime 
portance of this bill, I am willing to risk my chance 
of obtaining the floor when that bill shall be dis- 
posed of. ; 

Mr. RUSK. I should certainly vote against the 

postponement, if I supposed we could pass the bill 
to-day; but I am almost morally certain that it 
cannot be done. I think we can get through the 
other business—the resolution of the gentleman 
from Maine, Itis my opinion that, if we dispose of 
some business, we shall probably get into the habit 
of doing something; but if we keep business before 
us, which we do not dispose of, we shall do noth- 
ing. The resolution of the Senator from Maine, 
is a matter of some importance, as there are a 
great number of nominations to be acted upon, and 
vacancies to be filled, which can be done as soon 
as the resolution of the Senator from Maine is dis- 
posed of. I think the resolution may be disposed 
of to-day, but I am very certain the census bill 
cannot. I shall therefore vote for the postpone- 
ment. 
Mr. COOPER. Irise to express my concur- 
rence in the views of the Senator from Texas. I 
do believe that it is very important that the reso- 
lution of the Senator from Maine should be acted 
upon, and acted upon promptly, as important 
executive business is being delayed by the delay 
of the Senate in acting upon this resolution. I 
hope the Senator from Connecticut will proceed 
now, if he wishes to address the Senate to-day, and 
that when he has answered the Senator from 
Maine, the vote on the resolution will be taken. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts I hope the 
Senate will not be disposed to compel the Senator 
from Connecticut to speak to-day. He, as far as 
T-understand it, has no desire to displace this bill, 
in order to obtain the floor, however desirous he 
may be of addressing the Senate. 
fore, that, against his wish and inclination, and 
against the public interests, the motion will not 
prevail. 

Mr. DAYTON. May I beg to understand in 
what position it will leave the special order of to- 
morrow? Will the census bill then have prece- 
dence,over the special order of to-morrow? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Only as the unfin- 
ished business. 

Mr. SMITH. If it goes over to-morrow as 
unfinished business, it will undoubtedly supersede 
the special order. 

Mr. DAYTON. Tunderstand the matter now, 
Tthink. The effect of this procedure on the part 
of the member from Connecticut is simply this: 
He gets the census bill taken up now, itis passed 
or farther postponed, and he gets the floor for ten 


minutes this afternoon, and stands in the position | 


l hope, there- {| 
jj until Saturday. 


-subject till-to-day, on the express ground that the 


“Connecticut might be heard on it. If he choose 


of having the floor on the unfinished: business to- 
morrow. `- 
Now, sir, with great respect to that Senator, that 
day was appropriated to me, 7 7 
I yesterday refrained from postponing a certain 


Senate had allotted this day to the resolution of the 
gentleman: from Maine, that the Senator from 


to goon and occupy the day, well and good, but 
if not; L hope the Senate will not- put the matter 
in such a position that he can get the floor for a 
few minutes to-day, and thus.consume to-morrow, 
occupying the time appropriated to other members. 

Mr; BUTLER. I think the census bill had 
perhaps better go on. I have understood that even 
trained horses should have some time to prepare, 
and the Senator from Connecticut may not be 
ready to go on with his remarks. . 

The question was then taken on postponing the 
census bill. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, called for the 
yeas and nays; and they were ordered, and, being 
taken, were as follow: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchisen, Berrien, Borland, Bradbury, 
Butler, Clemens, Cooper, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, 
Dayton, Dickinson, Dodge of Iowa, Dodge of Wisconsin, 
Foote, Hunter, Jones, Mason, Miller, Morton, Rusk, Stur- 
gcon, Turney, and Yulee—23. 

NAYVS—Messrs. Baldwin, Bell, Chase, Clark, Clay, Cor- 
win, Davis of Massachusetts, Felch, Green, King, Mangum, 
Pratt, Seward, Spruance, Underwood, Upham, Wales, 
Walker, and Whiteomb—19. 

So the census bill was postponed, to give the 
Senator from Connecticut an opportunity to reply 
to the Senator from Maine. Oi T 

Mr. SMITH then proceeded with his speech, and 
spoke upward of two hours anda half; when 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, suggested that the hon- 
orable Senator should give way for an adjourn- 


ment. 

Mr. DAYTON. Oh,Ihopenot. The Senator 
from Connecticut deprecated the idea of taking 
two days to make one speech. I hope, therefore, 
that he will avoid it, if possible. 

Mr. SEWARD. I think we are bound to con- 
sult the honorable Senator’s convenience. 

Mr. SMITH. Iwill defer the remainder of my 
remarks, if it is the wish of the Senate; but [ think 
1 might be allowed to go on a little longer. 

Mr. SEWARD. With the leave of the Senator 
from Connecticut, I will move that the Senate do 
now adjourn. 

Mr. SMITH. If I proceed this evening, I 
assure the Senate that I will exonerate every Sen- 
ator from staying to listen to my remarks. 

Mr. FOOTE. To adjourn at this time, would 
bea violation of the compact with the honorable 
gentleman. I hope he will he allowed to proceed. | 

Mr. RUSK. I hope, before we adjourn, some | 
arrangement may be made by which the Senator 
from New Jersey [Mr. Dayron] may have the 
floor to-morrow, as previously arranged. 

Mr. SMITH. I want to make a suggestion. I 
have occupied, with these two or three topics of my 
remarks, unconsciously—for I was not aware of 
it, the clock not being in view—a great deal more 
time than! had intended. I have, however, occu- 
pied very little of the time of the Senate this ses- | 
sion 


with me amoment? 

Mr. SMITH yielded the floor. 

Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President, I wish to move 
that the further consideration of this subject be | 
postponed until Tuesday or Wednesday next. | 

Mr. SMITH. Ob,no. I have a better sug- 
gestion to offer; I propose that it be postponed | 


Several Senarors. Oh, no. 

Mr. SMITH. I do not ask any one to come 
here but the gentlem&n from Maine, and the Vice | 
President can call him to the chair, [Laughter.] 

Mr. SEWARD renewed the motion for an | 
adjournment, but withdrew it again in order to | 
allow 

Mr. SMITH to move the postponement of the || 
further consideration of the subject till Saturday, 
at twelve o’clock, 

Mr. HALE. I was notin the Senate when the | 
Senator from Connecticut commenced his remarks, | 
but I understand that he poured out some very | 
Just censure on myself and some others, who oc- 
cupied parts of two days. Now,I want to know, 


before this motion is put, if he takes any part of 


Mr. FOOTE. Will the honorable Senator bear || 


i 


| 


Mr. SMITH. [ believe the Senator from New 
Hampshire has talked nine days during this ses- 
sion. [Renewed laughter.] 

Mr. DAYTON. I have not the least disposi- 
tion to fail in any act of courteay toward. the Sen- 
ator from Connecticut. Ifitis his wish, therefore, 
to postpone this subject till Saturday, I shall be 
happy to acquiesce in it. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I shalt desire, at the close 
of the remarks of the Senator from Connecticut, 
to occupy a short time in reply to some of the 
mistakes and misapprehensions which he has 
made. 

Mr. FOOTE. You will have abundant oppor- 
tunity. Thére are several gentlemen who design 
being heard upon this resolution. 

Mr. BELL. The gentleman from Maine need 
be under no uneasiness on that score. 

Mr. FOOTE. There is danger. 

Mr: SEWARD. Mr. President, I wish to as- 
sure-the Senator from Maine, and the Senate, that 
we do not intend that the President shall be con- 
demned here until he has hada full and impartial 
hearing; and we maintain that he will have a full, 
and complete, and triumphant vindieation.. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
postpone, and it was found that there was not a 
quorum voting. 

Mr. DAWSON moved that the Senate do now 
adjourn. 

‘A division was called for, when there appeared 
—ayes 16, noes 14. 

So the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frinay, March 22, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. BRIGGS asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to present, he said, certain joint reso- 


lutions. 
Mr. INGE called for the regular order of busi- 


ness. 

The SPEAKER said objection was made to 
the introduction of the resolutions. 

Mr. BRIGGS asked that they might be read for 
information. 

The SPEAKER said, the regular order of busi- 
ness having been called for, the resolutions could 
not be read for information. 

THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 

The SPEAKER announced the regular order 
of business to be private bills, on the Speaker’s 
table, on their third reading, which had been re- 
ported from the Committee of the Whole on Fri- 
day last. 

The bill for the relief of the captors of the frigate 
Philadelphia, being the first in order, 

M. THOMAS objected to its third reading. 

The SPEAKER said, objection being made, the 


: bill would be laid aside. 


The CLERK was in the act of reading the next 
bill in order, when 

Mr. SCHENCK remarked that the bill for the 
relief of the captors of the frigate Philadelphia was 
first in order. 

The SPEAKER said that that bill had been laid 
aside, in consequence of objection having been 
made to its consideration—this being the day for 
the consideration of bils to which no objection 
might be raised, ‘ 

Mr. SCHENCK remarked that, from his un- 
derstanding of the rule, it was applicable only to 


| bills on the private calendar, when under eonsider- 


ation in Committee of the Whole House. ‘Chis 
was nota bill in that condition. It had been con- 
sidered in Committee of the Whole, and was now 
before the House, as business upon the Speaker’s 
table; therefore the rule, which required a bill to be 
laid aside on objection being made, was not appli- 
cable to bills which had passed through the Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER decided that the rule applied as 
well to bills on the Speaker’s table, belenging to 
the private calendar, as to bills in Committee of 


| the Whole House on said calendar. 


After some discussion between the SPEAKER 
and Messrs. SCHENCK and JONES, on the 
point of order, 

Mr. SCHENCK took an appeal from the decis- 
ion of the Chair. 

The question now being, ‘ Shall the decision of 
the Chair stand as the judgment of the House?” 


that censure back again? [Laughter.] 


it was put, and decided in the affirmative. 
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-» Mr. THOMAS moved that the House rasolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole on the pri- 
vate calendar. : l 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the rules be susperded, 
and that the House resolve itself. into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, to tak: up 
the deficiency appropriation bill.. - 

Mr. PECK said that, by thé rules, this was the 
day on which bils on the private calendar, to 
which no objection should be made, could be con- 
sidered. It was important, therefore, that the 


House should proceed to the consideration of the | 
private calendar. - He hoped the motion to go into | 


committee on the private calendar would prevail. 

The SPEAKER said the question would first 
be put on the motion of the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, [Mr. Tuomas,] to go into committee on 
‘the private calendar. 

-oMr. JONES asked for the yeas and nays, and 
for tellers to ascertain whether there was a suffi- 
cient number to order them. 

Tellers were refused, and the yeas and nays 
were not ordered. 
- Mr. JONES asked for tellers on the motion to 
go into a Committee of the Whole, and they were 
ordered. f 

The question was then taken by tellers, (Messrs. 
Buer and Crineman acting as such,) and there be- 
ing a tie—ayes 73, noes 73, 

“The SPEAKER voted in the affirmative, and 
the question was determined in the affirmative. 

* The House accordingly resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole, (Mr. Ricrarpson in the 
chair,) and proceeded to the consideration of the 
bills on the private calendar. 

. Mr. JONES was understood to inquire of the 

' Chair. whether, as this was objection day, it 
would not be in order, to object to the whole calen- 
dar at once; and thus save time? 

The CHAIR said objection could only be made 
to the bills, severally, as they came up in order. 

The first bill in order being the bill for the relief 
-of Camfield Averill, was considered and laid aside 
to be reported to the House. 

-. Mr. BAYLY moved that the Committee rise, 
and report the bill to the House. 

Mr. VINTON said it was of the utmost import- 


ance that the deficiency appropriation bill should | 


be disposed of without delay, and expressed the 
chope that the motion for the Committee to rise 
would prevail. 

The question was put on the motion, and it was 
decided in the affirmative. 

The committeee rose accordingly, and the chair- 
‘man reported the favorable action on the bill for’ 
-the relief of Camfield Averill. 

The bill was then read and ordered to be en- 


grossed fora third reading; and, being engrossed, | 


it was read the third time and passed. 
THE DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motion by Mr. BAYLY, the rules were sus- 
pended, and the House resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Burr in the chair,) and resumed the 
consideration of the bill to supply deficiencies in 
the appropriation for the service of the fiscal year, 
ending the 30th of June, 1850. 

- The bill was read by sections, with the view to 
amendment. 

Mr. BAYLY submitted the following amend- 
ment, which he said had met the approbation of a 
quorum of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
viz: 

For deficiency of appropriations for the contingent ex- 
penses of the First Auditor’s office, for the fiscal year, end- 
ing 30th June, 1850, the sum of $650. 

The question was put on the adoption of the 
amendment, and it was agreed to. i 


FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


Mr. BAYLY said he had been directed by the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and in obedience 


following amendment, viz: 

For outfit of the minister to Prussia, $9,000. 

For outfit of chargé d’affaires to Austria, $4,500. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, inquired whether 
the outfit for the chargé to Austria was for the 
minister already sent, or for the future. 

Mr. BAYLY said that Colonel Webb, who had 
been rejected, had received his outfit; and that 
if the House refused this appropriation, it would 
cut off our intercourse with Austria. 

Mr. McLANE expressed some objection to 


making an appropriation, if it was to inure to thé 
advantage of the minister (Col. Webb) who had 
been rejected. Fle was opposed to any appropri- 
ation to cover this mission, in consequence of the 
circumstances connected with his departure from 
this country. __ AN 

After a few further remarks, by Messrs. BAY- 
LY, McLANE, and HUNTER, : 

Mr. McLANE moved to strike out the $4,500 
for the outfit of chargé to Austria, and made some 
further opposition to such an-appropriation. He 
concluded by withdrawing the amendment. 

Mr. ASHE renewed it. 

The question was put on striking out, and dis- 
agreed to. 

Mr. McCLERNAND intimated a desire to say 
something on the mission to Austria, but said he 
would defer his remarks till Monday, when he 
would express his views upon the subject. 

The question was then put on the amendment 
proposed by Mr. Barty; and it was agreed to. 

The clause next in order was the following: 

« For fifteen days services of Joseph Bryan, as commis- 
sioner, appointed by the Secretary of the Treasury, to take 
testimony, and to report to him in the matter of. Isaac H. 
Robins, a clerk in the office of the Auditor of the Post Office 
Department, charged with purloining money from the iron 
chest, in the said department, at 38 per day, $120.7 

Mr. BAYLY moved to strike out all of the 
above after the word “Bryan,” and insert as fol- 
lows: 

« As commissioner to take testimony in pursuance of an 
inquiry by direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, at $8 
per day, $120.” 

Mr. BAYLY explained that the reason for the 
change in language was, that the section states 
what the charge was merely. On the investiga- 
tion, however, Mr. Robins was fully acquitted. 
It avas obviously improper, then, that the phrase- 
ology in the printed bill should stand. The 
phraseology, he proposed, would remove the ob- 


jection. 


Mr. JONES moved to strike out the whole. 
There was no authority for making such an ap- 
propriation. 

The CHAIR stated that it was not in order un- 
til the amendment of the gentleman from Virginia 
[Mr. Bayxy] was disposed of. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of 
Mr. BayLy’s amendment, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES renewed his motion to strike out 
the whole clause. He objected to the investi- 
gation by which the expense was incurred, as 
illegal. i 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, explained that the 
investigation—being one of inquiry merely—was 
ordered on the solicitation of the friends of Mr. 
Robins. He said that the gentloman had been 
fully acquitted. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, inquired 
whether the proceeding was a legal proceeding? 

Mr. BROWN. No; it was merely an inquiry, 
ordered at the instance of Mr. Robins’s friends. 

Mr. THOMPSON made some remarks, insist- 
ing that the claim was wrong. The department 
had no right to order such investigations at the 
expense of theGovernment. The whole proceed- 
ing was wrong. 

The question was then taken by tellers (Messrs. 
Brooxs and Mason acting as such)on the motion 
of Mr. Joves to strike out, and it was disagreed 
to—ayes 63, noes 69. 

On motion by Mr. GREEN, and by unanimous 
consent, he was permitted to modify his amend- 
ment; adopted yesterday, to read as follows: 


« Provided, That thereafter the elerks shall be transferred 
from the departments in proportion to the business trans- 
ferred, 
reaus of other departments, and nothing herein contained 
shali be construed to authorize any increase of clerical 
force in the several departments, in consequence of the 


| creation of the Department of the Interior, above the speci- 


fication of the law of March 3d, 1849.” 
The following clause of the bill was next con- 


to a request from the Executive, to introduce the | sidered, viz: 


-u Poward the erection of the wings of the Patent Office 
building, according to the original plan, under the direction 
of the Secretary of State, ninety thousand dollars, to be 


| paid out of the patent fund”? 


Mr. OTIS moved to strike out the words “ to 
be paid out of the patent fund.” 

This amendment was discussed at some length. 
Messrs. OTIS, SACKETT, SCHENCK, CON- 
GER, and MATTESON, supported the amend- 
ment, maintaining, that the building was not wanted 


i for the Patent Office proper, and should be con- 


structed out of the common treasury. 


to the Department of the Interior, or from the bu- | 


Mr. CLARKE. remarked; that..he.-understood 
that the two.wings of the Patent-Office which we 
were how building, and on which considerable éx- 
pense had already been bestowed, were not neces- 
sary for the use of the Patent-Office—that the dė- 
sign was to devote them to the use of the Home 
Department. For this reason, he should oppose 
their being built at the expense of the Patent-Office 
fund. That fund was derived almost exclusively 
from those who took out patents for new and use- 
ful discoveries. Why use this fund to erect build- 
ings for the general use ef the Government? Gen- 
tlemen say, that ‘these inventors ought to be taxed 
‘as well as others; that they are protected in their 
‘inventions; and that they exact large contribu- 
‘tions from the community for their inventions; 
‘that it is those who use, not those who make the 
‘inventions, that create this fand.” 

These inventors are taxed as well as others, and 
the thirty dollars they pay fora patent is an addi- 
tion to the general tax. No. one contributes. to 
this fund but the inventor. No one will deny that 
the country has derived incalculable benefit from 
the Jabors of the ingenious men who have created 
this fund: and who amongst them has made any- 
thing by his inventions? ne 

It is not the ingenious man -that derives profit 
for his invention—it is not his forte to make 
money. Itis the happy speculator in patent rights 
that makes the money.. ftis the country that uses 
the invention that receives the benefit. “The poet, 
and the inventor of the machine, are proverbially 

oor. : 
j It is amazing to hear gentlemen from the South 
aver that it is right to tax these ingenious men for 
their inventions, and that it is the country—those 
who use tho inventions—that create the Patent- 
Office fund. f 

My countryman, Whitney, invented the cotton 
gin—a machine that added perhaps half to the 
value—the net profit—of the whole cotton crop. 
History is wonderfully falsified if the South paid 
for this invention. ‘The inventor was nearly 
ruined. ‘The inventor of the first and best imple- 
ment in agriculture—the iron plow—died poor. 

The inventor of che horse rake, that has saved 
millions to the country, never made a penny by 
his invention. 

Gentlemen say that it is a great privilege that 
ingenious men are protected in the exclusive use 
of their inventions. Without stopping to inquire, 
how well the inventor is protected, or to comment 
on the eternal depredations that are made on what 
ought to be protected by the patent, 1 take occa- 
sion to say, that, in my estimation, the inventor of 
anew and useful machine has a natural, an inhe- 
rent right to his invention, and, for.a time certain- , 
ly, to its exclusive use. His inventions are the 
children of his brain, and are as much his as the 
children of his loins. Some better, some nobler 
use should be made of this fund; some use that 
should stimulate, regulate, and direct inquiring 
minds, and reward ingenious men. 

If this fund is to be used for the common pur- 
poses of Government, it is high time that the price 
of obtaining a patent should be reduced. 

I can see no plausible reason why these ingeni- 
ous men should be exclusively taxed to erect 
buildings for the Government, unless it be that 
they live north of “ Mason and Dixon’s line.” 


Messrs. BAYLY, STANTON of Tennessee, 
VENABLE, JONES, and HUNTER, opposed 
the amendment, asserting that the ground upon 
which the building had been commenced was, that 
it was necessary for the purposes of the Patent 
Ofice. ‘They were for applying the Patent Office 
fund, which was not wanted for any other pur- 
pose, to that object. s 

Pending the discussion on the above, 

Messrs. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, and HAR- 
RIS, of Illinois, severally proposed amendments, 
which were ruled out of order by the Chair. These 
amendments were subsequently again offered, and 
acted upon. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, offered the fol- 
lowing as a substitute: 

«And the funds hereafter arising from patents, after pay~ 
ing the expenses of the Patent Office, shall be paid into the 
‘Treasury, in the same manner as moneys arising from cus- 
toms.” 

The CHAIR ruled the amendment out of order, 
on the ground of irrelevancy. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved the following, which 
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hë asked the gentleman from Maine [Mr. Otis] to 
accept as a modification of his amendment, viz: 

ti And that the said Patent-Office building, when com- 

--pleted, shall be appropriated to the use.of the general De- 
. partment of the Interior, including the office. of the Gom- 
missioner of Patents??? i ; 

Mr. OTIS refused to accept itas a modification 
of his... E Oi oo ` 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Oris, and decided in the negative, on a 

„count, by. tellers, (Messrs. Warpno and FowLer 
acting.-as such)—ayes 60, noes 80. i 

Mr. FULLER desired to introduce an amend- 
ment into.a clause of the bill passed upon, butit 
was objected to. : 

Mr. SCHENCK again offered his amendment, 
as reported above, but : 

Mr. JONES objected to i 
relevancy, and 

The CHAIR ruled it out of order. 

After a few remarks by Messrs. STANTON, of 
Tennessee, and THOMPSON, of Mississippi, as 
to whether the original design had not been depart- 
ed from, in the erection of the wings of the patent 
building, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, moved to strike 
out all after the word ‘ building,” and insert 
5¢ 410,000, which sum shall be faithfully applied to 
paying the debts now due the mechanics and la- 
borers who have been employed in doing work on 
said wings, to be paid out of the patent fund.” 

Mr. JOHNSON made some remarks in support 
of his amendment. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved to strike out the entire 
clause in the bul, and offered the following as a 
substitute, viz: 

“Toward the erection of the wings of the. Patent-Office 
building, according to the original plan, under direction of 
the Secretary of the Interior, so as to complete the said 

building for the use of the Department of the Interior, in- 
eluding the office of the Commissioner of Patents, $90,000.77 


ae CHAIR ruled the amendment out of order; 
then £ 

After a few remarks by Messrs. THOMPSON 
of Mississippi, BOWDON, MeLANE of Mary- 
land, BAYLY, JOHNSON of Tennessee, and 
SCHENCK, 

Mr. ASHE moved that the committee rise. 

The question was put on the motion and decided 
in the negative. ‘ 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Jounson, of Tennessee; and it was re- 
jected. 

Mr, HARRIS, of Illinois, offered the folowing 


t on the ground of ir- 


in an examination of the coast.of the United States on the 


Pacific ocean, im-reference.to the defence. of the same, 
$15,000.” ` 

Mr. BAYLY moved to strike it out, and insert 
the following, viz: ox; . i 

“To provide for unforeseen expenses in the survey of the ! 
western coast of the United States, already commenced, ; 
$15,000.” : ee 

The ‘question was put, and the amen 
agreed to. ae DIENA : 
The following clause being under consideration, | 
viz: - 

“To provide for the. removal and- subsistence of the 
Seminole Indians, now in Florida, west of the Mississippi, | 
$400,000.” . | 

Mr. CARTTER moved to amend it by striking 
out $400,000, and inserting $200,000. 

Messrs. CARTTER, PHELPS, JONES, and 
HUBBARD, made some remarks in favor of the 
amendment; and f 

Messrs. BAYLY, CABELL of Florida, HAR- |! 
ALSON, and TOOMBS, opposed the amendment, | 
on the ground that it was not known how many 
Indians were to be removed, and that if the full 
amount that was necessary to remove and subsist i 
them for one year was not appropriated, a war Í 
might be the consequence, which would involve 
an expenditure of millions. 

Mr. JONES proposed an amendment, appro- 
priating $100,000 for the removal of the Indians, 
and to strike out the word ‘* subsistence.” oy 

The CHAIR stated that the question would be į 
first taken on the largest amount. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
proposed by Mr. Carrrer, by tellers, (Messrs. 
Harris, of Tennessee, and Casey acting as such,) 
and decided in the affirmative—ayes 75, noes 69. 

Mr. JONES now moved to strike out the word 
tt subsistence,” so as to leave the $200,000 appli- 
cable to the removal alone of the Indians. 

The question was put, and the amendment was 
rejected. 

_Mr. McCMULLEN moved that the committee 
rise, i 

The question was put, and it was decided in the | 

negative. 


dment was 


COLONIZATION. 
Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, moved the follow- 
ing amendment: ` 


«To provide for the removal of the free negroes from the į 
United States to Liberia, $200,000.” H 


The CHAIR decided that the amendment was 
out of order, on the ground that there was no law 
authorizing such an appropriation. 


| 


amendment, viz: 


« Provided, Thathereatter the fees now established by law, 
to be paid by applicants for patents, where such applicants 
are cit zens of the United States, shall be reduced to one 
half their present rates.” 


Mr. BAYLY objected tothe amendment as out 
of order—that it was irrelevant. | 
The CHAIR ruled the amendment out of order. 
Mr. HARRIS took an appeal, and made some 
remarks as to the relevancy of the proposed 
amendment. He subsequently withdrew the ap- 
eah $ 
Mr. SCHENCK again proposed his amend- 

ment, which was read, [as reported above.] 

Mr. JONES raised the question of relevancy 
upon the amendment. 

_ The CHAIR decided that the amendment was 
in order. 

Mr. JONES took an appeal from this decision. 

After a few remarks on this point, by Messrs, 
SCHENCK, JONES, and DISNEY, 

The question was put, ‘Shall the decision of the 
Chair stand as the judgment of the commitiee?”’and 
it was determined in the affirmative. 

Mr, SCHENCK explained, and enforced the 
propriety of his amendment. 

The question was then taken on the amend- 
ment; and it was rejected, on a count by telers— 
ayes 71, noes 79. 

The following clause now being under consider- 
ation, VIZ; | 

“Fo: expenses of running and marking the boundary line |! 
between the United States and Mexico, and paying the 
“salaries of the officers of the commission, $56,000.” 

Mr. BAYLY moved to amend the above, by 
inserting the words, “and men,” after the word 
“officers,” 

‘The question was put, and the amendment was 
agreed to. 


The following clause being under consideration, | 
viz: 


! out of order, on the ground that it provided a new | 
! 
f 


i Oregon Territory, 


“For contingent expenses of engineer ‘officers engaged 


Mr. EVANS said it was just as relevant in this 
bill, as the proposition to remove the Indians. 


INDIANS IN OREGON. 
Mr. THURSTON moved the following amend- 


men: : 

“For the management of the Indian affairs in Oregon 
terri‘ory, to be expended under the direction of the Presi- 
dent, $10,000, to supply the deficiency in the appropriation 
ma le by the act of l4th of August, 1848.7? | 


Fhe CHAIR decided that the amendment was | 


object of expenditure—the purposes of the law of 
1848 having been fulfilled. 

Mr. THURSTON appealed from the decision 
of the Chair. 

The question now being, ‘‘Shall the decision of 
the Chair stand as the judgment of the committee?” 

Tellers were demanded, and ordered. 

The question was then taken, (Messrs. Bis- | 
sELL and Durr acting as tellers,) and decided in 
the negative—ayes 53, noes 69. s 

So the decision of the Chair was reversed. i! 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, moved that the || 
committee rise. 

‘The question was put, and decided in the neg- 
ative. 

The question recurring on the amendment, | 

Mr. THURSTON rose andaddressed the com- | 
mittee as follows: | 

He said: Mr. Chairman, if I can enlist the ear |! 
of thecommittee for a few moments, I will state f 
as concisely as I can, the reasons for offering this |! 
amendment to the bill. The amendment proposes H 
an appropriation of the small sum of ten thousand ji 
dollars, to he expended, under the direction of the |Í 
President, for the management of Indian affairs in 
to supply deficiencies arising 
h section of the act organizing 


under the thirteent 


the Territory of Oregon. And this sum, however | The Yan 


small it may be, E should not expect to get, unless 
I could present to the. commitiee a good reason |! 


| Those around Nesqually, Puiailep, and Sinuamish riv 


| The Nooklulumie Indians 


why it should be granted; and what is the reason, 
sir? 

I wish the committee to understand, that al- 
though the white population in Oregon reaches 


i| about fifteen thousand, up to this time, the Indian 


title to a foot of land in that territory never has 
been extinguished. Consequently no man owns 
a footof land in Oregon; but all of us are com- 
paratively trespassers upon the soil. The laws of 
the United States, so far as the same are applica- 
ble, were extended over the territoy by the organic 
act, approved August 14, 1848. Since that time 
the whole territory, if not actually, to all intents 
and purposes, an Indian country, Is governed by 
the laws regulating intercourse with the Indians, 
The governor, as superintendent of Indian af 
fairs, feels himself bound to protect the Indians 
in their rights, yet itis impossible for him to do 
so, without disregarding the rights of the whites. 
The consequence is, that he is placed between two 
fires, one of which he is sure to receive. Toen- 
force the rights of the Indian. strictly, would ope- 
rate ruin to the whites; while to protect the inte- 
rests of the whites, as they ought to be protected, 
would be adding misery to the present wretched- 
ness of the Indians. The whites are pushing 
their interests, and the Indians are importuning 
him for a redress of their grievances, The Indians 
could be pacified for a while, and would willingly 
give way to the whites, if they could receive the 
least evidence of the nation’s of regard for them. 
But to manifest toward them this regard, and to 
manage them properly, the governor of the ter- 
ritory must have some means at his command, by 
way of presents, to get them to yield peaceably 
before the settlements of the whites, and to punish 
them in case they commit depredations on the 


| whites. 


The act organizing the Territory, was approved 
the 14th of August, 1848. That act made an ap- 
propriation of $10,000 out of which, two agents 
sent here from Oregon were to be paid, and the 
balance expended, under the direction of the 


i President, for purchasing preser ts for the Indians. 


The payment of the agents exhausted the major 
part cf the appropriation. We are now on the 
last half of the second year, since that appropria- 
tion was made, and yet this nation has had the 
magnanimity to expect. the Governor of Oregon 
Territory to manage swarms. of ignorant, dissatis- 
fied, and in many cases, hostile Indians, on prin- 
ciples of peace, with about $3,000 at his command, 
I will venture to say, Mr. Chairman, that the his- 
tory of this Government does not furnish—and 1 
hope in God never will again furnish—such a cold 
and heartless neglect, either of its own citizens, or 
of the Indians, as is to be found in its conduct to- 
ward Oregon. Twelve long years have elapsed, 
sir, since, at the instance of this Government, 
American citizens began to emigrate to, and settle 
in, Oregon, yet up to this time, that number of 
thousands of dollars never have been expended 
there, either for whites or Indians. 

But, to show you the embarrassments to which 
the governor of that territory must be subject, I 
hold in my hands an estimate, taken from his re- 
port to the department, by which it will be seen 
that the number of Indians west of the Cascade 


| mountains, seatiered all round among us—a part of 


them located in our streets and Jiving in our midst, 


| to the great annoyance of the people—amount to 
| 8,448. Here, sir, are the details: 


Cape Flattery Indians.. 
Snowguamish Indians. . vane 
Tribes along the westerns e of Puget 
Tribes along the shore of Hood’s canai 


CMS AELE eescese sarees senses eeeses ETTE 5 
Those living on the southern extremity of Whidby’s 

island, called the Sinabamis 
The Snoqualicks........... 
Tne Skegwomish Indians 
The BEAZ ODS issir einan 


The Cowlitz Indians.. 
The Chinooks........ 
The Quenoli aud Chehalis............ ka 
Others living on the Columbia, not named.. 


Those living on the Falls of the Columbia.. 130 

ji Molallas sp.a ...006 100 
Clackamas Indians €Q 
Molallas...... a 

i! Kiickatats, 1e0 
[I Calapoaias 60 
{i FUAN i rera 60 
DiN Indians... ee eee eee 40 

i Lackarmiuke Indians... 15 
| Umpua Indians..... sakiwa 200 
| The Kilamukes ,..........00.55 see eho none Wn Daceihes ys 200 
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The Clat-sa-Cannins. EEN E B00 


“Clatsop Indians..... seeeere 50 
Cätalamet INdiAus s.es eee cee cee cee a cece nec eun creas . -58 
The Calooits..-. - . 200 
The Namoets... 50 

© Rogue River Indians 806 

Wackana Indians oo... cscs cee see een acces RAAE 200 

8448 


- Fhave no doubt it is-short of the actual number. 
This includes none -of those herds and swarms 
stretching from the Cascade mountains to the 
Rocky mountains, a distance of some 800 miles in 
longitude by 486$ in latitude. Yet you send a 
governor there, to rule these savage men for two 
long years, with the sceptre of peace, and invest 
him with the enormous sum of $3,600 for all con- 
tingencies. And what are the contingencies? 

. For the last ten years, the white population in 
that territory have been promising the Indians that 
the Hias Bosten Tyee (the President) would come 
and pay them for their lands, and this was the 


story told them year after year, for the sake of 


peace. No sooner was it rumored abroad that 
this Tyee, in the person of the governor, had 
come, than the news was carried on the wings of 
the wind to all parts of the territory, that the day 
of deliverance and doing justice had come. Dele- 
gations from tribes, and in some cases, whole 
tribes, hedecked in all the paraphernalia of savage 
grandeur, rushed from all parts of the territory to 
the seat of government, to see the great chief, this 
Sias scocum Tilicun, Governor Lane. And what 
did they come for? Why, sir, they came to re- 
ceive pay for their lands—they came to receive 
presents—they came to wauwaw with this Bosten 
Tyee, and sce if he had a hias close tum-tum (a 
very good heart,) toward them; and no so con- 
vineing evidence of this could be given them, as 
some showy present, Such delegations as these 
have been visiting the governor ever since. But 
when these distinguished chiefs come to visit our 
governor, they expect, as is their custom, to have 
some close mucko-muck (some good food.) This 
the governor must furnish. To do all these 
things, for two whole years, three thousand dollars 
are dolled out to him from the overflowing coffers 
‘of this rich and mighty nation. And this is not 
all the governor must do. He must not only re- 
ward and conciliate the deserving, but he must 
punish the offenders; and here is an instance in 
point: 
In the month of May last, one of our citizens 
. by the name of Wallace was murdered by Indians 
from the Sno-gualimick and the Skey-whamish 
tribes, near fort Nesqualiy; and others, I believe, 
were wounded. The murderers escaped, and could 
not be reached. Soon after this, J. Quinn Thorn- 
ton, acting as sub-Indian agent, repaired to Fort 
Nesqually on business connected with the Indian 
Department. He offered a reward of eighty 
blankets to any Indians who would surrender the 
murderers. The reward had its desired effect— 


the Indians were brought in, and surrendered to | 


Captain Hill, of the United States army. Judge 
Thornton had resigned his office; because the pay 
allowed him would not pay his traveling expenses, 


consequently the Governor had to appoint some | 


one to prosecute these Indians. But these mur- 
derers were under arrest—they must be tried, and 
as a means of awing the surrounding tribes, it was 
thought proper by Governor Lane—very properly, 
too, in my judgment—that these Indians should 


be tried and executed, if guilty, in the sight of | 


their own and other tribes. “Application was made 
to the Legislature, then in session, to provide for 
the holding a court at Fort Stilacoom for the pur- 


pose, which was done. To vindicate the law, a: 


prosecuting attorney had to be appointed pro hac 
vice; and to secure justice to the Indians, another 
attorney appointed to defend them. The jurors 
‘had to be transported two hundred miles, and 


judges, lawyers, marshals, jurors, and all, had to | 
be transported to the spot—rowing their boats by | 


day, and sleeping by the foot of a tree at night. 
But it was done—the murderers were tried, and 
two were convicted and executed within gaze of 
their tawny brethren. And to show you the ex- 
pense, I quote from the report of Governor Lane: 
“The total expense of holding the court at Stila- 
coom for the trial of these Indians, amounts to 
$1,899.54, reward of eighty blankets, $480; mak- 
ing the sum total of $2,379 54.” 


accomplished an end that it might have cost the 


This sum has | 
been expended to punish an atrocious murder. :; 
None will doubt the wisdom of the course, for it | 


Government a hundred thousand dollars to accom- 


plish by war. Governor Lane did right in adopt- 
ing this course; and who, sir, will say this Gov- 


ernment ought not promptly. to make the appro- |! 


priation asked, for the purpose, among other 
things, of paying this expense? 1 know, sir, the 
magnanimity of this House too well, and its good. 
feeling toward Oregon, to doubt its decision. Let 
this simple act of justice be doneus, and I will 
trouble the committee no longer. t 

The amendment was unanimously adopted. 


Mr. WOOD moved that the committee rise. 

The question was put, and decided in the nega- 
tive. 

Mr. JONES moved to strike the following 
clause from the bill, viz: 

« For continuing the pavement ef the avenue around the 
Capito! grounds, $26,500.” 

The question was taken and decided in the neg- 
ative without a count. 


Mr. FULLER moved the following amendment |: 


to the bill, viz: 

e An additional sum ef 85,600 to supply the deficiency in 
the appropriation for the completion of the enstom-house at 
Bastport, Maine, and to compensate the architect for his 
services, for the fiscal year, ending the 13th June, A. D., 
1850.7? 

Mr. FULLER explained the necessity of his 
amendment. 

And after a few remarks by Messrs. CONRAD, 
JONES, BAYLY and VINTON, 

The question was put on the amendment, and it 
was adopted. ` 

Mr. BAYLY said he was directed by the 
Committee of Waysand Means to offer the follow- 
ing amendment, as an additional clause to the bill, 
viz: 

«“ To supply the deficiency in the former appropriation, 
for store-house No. 19 and gateway, wall across ti mberdock, 
digging out timber dock, and for repairs atthe Norfolk navy 
yard, 360,000.” 

Messrs. BAYLY. TOOMBS, BROOKS, VIN- 
TON, and MILLSON, explained and supported 
the amendment. It merely anticipated the appro- 
priation which was to be provided in the general 
appropriation bill. They explained the necessity 
of it, to save valuable timber, subject to destruc- 
tion in the dock, unless the dock was immediately 
repaired. 

Messrs. CARTTER, and HARRIS of Minois, 
opposed the amendment, as not in order in this 

ill. 

The CHAIR decided that it was in order. 

A motion was then made that the committee 
rise; which, being put to the committee, was de- 
cided in the negative. 

The question was then put, and the amendment 
was adopted. 

Mr. SCHENCK. moved the following amend- 
ment, viz: 

«e To supply a deficiency in the appropriation heretofore 
made for the improvement and preservation of the harbor 
of Sandusky bay, on"Lake Erie, $30,000.” 

Mr. JONES rose to a question of order. There 
was no law, he said, authorizing such an appro- 

ration. 

The CHAIR ruled the amendment out of order 
on that ground. 

Mr, SCHENCK insisted that the amendment 
was in order—that a partial appropriation had 


been, some years ago, made for the work. 


The CHAIR insisted that the amendment was 
not in arder. 

Mr. SCHENCK said he could not perceive the 
reason, unless it was for the difference between 
fresh and salt water—a salt-water proposition 
having been admitted as in order. 

Mr. RICHARDSON moved that the committee 
rise and report the bill, but waived it at the sug- 
gestion of 


Mr. BOWDON, who moved the following | 


amendment, to come in at the end of the bill, viz: 


« For deficiency, in the appropriation for the fiseal year, 
for lighting the Capitol and Capitol grounds, Pennsylvania 


i Avenue, and the President’s House, $6,000.77 


Mr. BOWDON explained his amendment, and 
enforced the necessity of its immediate passage— 
there being $500 now due for the object to be pro- 
vided for in the amendment. 

The question was put, and the amendment was 
agreed to. 

GERMAN CONFEDERACY. 


Mr. McCLERNAND moved to amend the bill, 
by adding an appropriation for an outfit for a dip- 


lomatic agent to the Central_power.of, Germany, 
at Frankfort. — ` see) ES A 
i Mr. McCLERNAND. wished,. in connection’ 
| with the amendment he had offered, io ‘call, the 
Lattention of the committee to the appropri 


i for the outfits of .a minister to” Prussia, and 8 
' chargé d’affaires to Austria. These appropriations 
‘had been added to the'bill upon the motion of the 
‘ chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and deserved careful consideration. It was not 
: Mr. McC.’s purpose to object to the appropria“ 
; tions because they were inappropriate to this bill—° 
i not being appropriations to supply deficiencies— 
| although he would not say that there was not room 
| for objection on that ground; but he did object to 
| the appropriations in view of the manner and the 
| circumstances in which they were introduced. 
What were those circumstances? It was well 
| known that, in consequence of the extraordinary 
: conduct of Austria toward Hungary and the lun- 
i garians, in their late struggle, public opinion was 


' divided in this country upan the point of our 
| continuing diplomatic relations with the Austrian 
| cabinet. ‘The appropriate committees of the two 
; houses, (certainly of the House,) were charged 
| with the consideration of this subject, upon peti- 
| tions by the people and legislative resolves. _ Be- 
sides that, it was but the other day that the Senate 
rejected our chargé d’affaires to Austria. Under 
these circumstances, the question was put, whether 
it was proper, or respectful, to dispose of this 
question in the summary manner proposed by the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and which had 
been, almost without notice, adopted by the House? 
| Whether it was proper, under such circumstances, 
i to wrest the subject from the appropriate commit- 
tees and to prejudge it, in a manner, without de- 
i bate, as had been done? He expressed no opinion 
upon the merits of continuing diplomatic relations 
with Austria at this time—there was no opportu- 
nity to do so, even if he desired it—his object was, 
to discharge his duty, by calling the attention of 
the committee to the subject. This done, he was 
content for the present. 

In regard to the mission to Prussia, there was 
room for much to be said—and still more, proba- 
bly, upon the arbitrary and unwarrantable sup- 
pression of the mission to the German Confedera- 
tion, which was substituted by the mission. to 
Prussia. Upon the conduct of the Executive, in 
| that connection, he would have been glad of an 
opportunity to express his views at large—he 
might do so yet, if a favorable opportunity should. 
occur. lt was due, that the coalition of the Ex- 
ecutive with Kings against the people of Germany, 
in that connection, should be noticed with repro- 
bation. Mr. McC. did not design to press. his 
amendment, at all events at present, and therefore 
| withdrew it, 

Mr. BAYLY defended the course of the cor- 
mittee, 

The CHAIR ruled the amendment to be out of 
‘order, as not being connected with the general 
purposes of the bill, and the object not being pro- 
vided for by existing law. 

Some further remarks were. made by Mr. 
McCLERNAND, in which he insisted that his 
amendment was in order, on the ground that the 
only authority for the existence of foreign mis- 
sions, in many cases, was, the simple approptia- 
i tion for the object. He concluded by appealing 
froin the decision of the Chair. 

The question was put, “Shaill the decision of the 
Chair stand as the judgment of the committee?” 
and it was decided in the affirmative. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

On motion by Mr. DUER, the ‘committeé rose, 
and its chairman reported the bill to the House. 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be on 
agreeing to the amendments reported from the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and on ordering the bill to be engrossed for a third 
reading. A 7 

Mr. BAYLY demanded the previous question, 

Mr. McCLERNAND appealed to him to with- 
draw the motion, in order to enable him (Mr. 
| McC.) to reply to. some remarks made by the 
; gentleman tn committee. , 

° Mr. BAYLY said he would do so, if the gen- 
| deman would renew the motion in five minutes, 

| Mr. McCLERNAND said he could not pledge 
i himself to do so. 
i 


Mr. BAYLY. Then I do not withdraw the 
motion. 
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March 22, 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. . 


‘Mr MeCLERNAND moved that the House 


adjourn. : i 7 
On motion by Mr. GENTRY, it was resolved, 
that when the House. adjourms, it adjourn to meet 
on Monday next. i 
And then, at a late hour, the House adjourned. 


+ 


PETITIONS, &e. A 

The following petitions, memorials, &¢., were. 

presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees : 


By Mr. HARLAN: The petition of Dr. D. Milligan, of 
Portland, Jay county, Indiana, for a post-route from Bra- 
man, Mercer county, Ghio,to Fort Recovery, in satd county, 
thence. to Portland, Jay county, Indiana, thence to Camden 
and said county of Jay, thence to Hartford, in Blackford 
county, and thence to Marion, in Grant county. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of citizens of 
Lake county, Hlinois, for a mail-route from Waukegan, via 
Antioch, Butterfield’s Corner, in the town of Benton, Mor- 
timer, Hickory, Milburn, Otsego, and back from there to 
Waukegan. 

Also, the petition of the people of St. Charles, Kane 
county, Minois, for land reform. 

By Mr. GOULD: The petition of 134 citizens of Andes, 
Delaware county, New York, to secure to alleged fugitives 
the right of trial by jury. 

Also, the petition of 136 citizens of Andes, Delaware 
county, New York, to prohibit stavery in the consfitution 
of all new territory to be admitted into the Union. ` 

Also, the petition of 134 citizens of Andes, Delaware 
county, New York, for the prohibition of slavery in all the 
territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of 137 citizens of Andes, Delaware 
county, New York, asking a repeal of all laws, and parts of 
Jaws, authorizing slavery and the slave-trade in the District 
of Columbia; and in case of the non-repeal, the removal of 
the National Government to some more favorable location. 

By Mr. MILLER: The petition of Wade Witherow and 
others, citizens of Knox county, Ohio, asking fora mail- 
route from Millersburg, Ohio, to Mount Gilead, Ohio. 

By Mr. ROCKWELL: The petition of Charles F. Ben- 
nett and 19 others, citizens of Dalton, Massachusetts, in 
favor of establishing the rates of postage on prepaid letters, 
weighing not more than half an ounce, at two cents. 

By Mr.CONGER: The petition of 134 citizens of Moravia, 
Cayuga county, New York, for the repeal of all laws tol- 
erating slavery in the District of Columbia. 

By Mr, JOHNSON, of Tennessee: The petition of A. J. 
Semmes and others, citizens of the District of Columbia, 
praying the abolition of the office of chaplain in the navy, 
army, orany other branch of the public service, 

By Mr. HENRY: The petition of E. Seymour and 30 
others, citizeus of Brattleborough, Vermont, for a reduced 
rate of postage. 

By Mr. WOOD: The petition of C. J. Orten and 49 
others, citizens of Fremont, Sandusky county, Ohio, asking 
Congress to make an appropriation for removing obstruc- 
tions to navigation at the head of the Sandusky bay, so as 
to render more easy and safe, the passage of sailing vessels 
and steamboats into the Sandusky river. 

By Mr. SWEETSER: The petition of L. W. Knowlton 
and 105 others, citizens of Utica, Licking county, Ohio, 

praying the abolition of the slave-trade in the District of 
Columbia. 

Also, the petition of the same, praying the enactment of 
a law authorizing the trial by jury in the case of fugitive 
slaves, 

Also, the petition of the same, praying the prohibition of 
slavery and the slave-trade in the territories of the United 
States, . 

Also, the petition of the same, protesting against the ad- 
mission of any more slave States into the Union. 

By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of W. F. Spelman 
and others, citizens of Edinburgh, Portage county, Ohio, 
praying that slavery and the slave-trade may be expressly 
prohibited, by act of Congress, in all the territories of the 
United States. 

Also, the petition of Peter Ewing and others, citizens of 
Edinburgh, Portage county, Ohio, praying Congress to se- 
cure to fugitive slaves, the right of trial by jury, before being 
delivered to the claimant, 

By Mr. FOWLER: The petition of Pelham Holmes, for 
indemnities for French spoliations, prior to the year 1890. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, March 22, 1850. 


Mr. SHIELDS presented a petition of citizens 
of Illinois, setting forth, that in their opinion the 
right to life includes the right to a place to live; in 
accordance with which opinion they ask the free- 
dom of the public lands, in limited quantities, to 
actual settlers; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. 

Also, of citizens of Wabash county, in the State 
of Hlinois, deploring the evils of war, and asking 
that some substitute may be adopted therefor; 
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

Also, of citizens pf Ilinois, asking that all aliens 
may be removed from office, and that a part of the 
constitution of Hlinois, in relation to aliens, may 
be expunged. 

Also, of citizens of the same State, setting forth 
the danger of abolition, or the freeing of negroes, to 
the citizens of the United States and their posterity, 

and urging Congress to check at once the prin- 
ciple, as it was already alienating the affections of 


citizens from cach other, and emboldening the ad- 
vocates. òf abolition—that. nature nor nature’s 
God ‘ever did make the negroes equal with the 
white citizens; one-or the other is superior, and 
that superiority -is inthe. white people, besides 
having high authority to believe the negroes were 
made for servants for the white citizens and their 
posterity.” 5 i a 

- Also, of citizens’ of -Chicago, Ilinois, asking the 
abolition of slavery and the stave-trade in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia otherwise, that the seat of Gov- 
ernment may ‘be removed to some free State nearer 
the geographical centre of the nation. ek 

Also, of legal voters of Wabash county, Illinois, 
asking that the Sabbath may be more sacredly ob- 
served by the different departments of Gevern- 
ment, and that the transportation of the mail on 
the holy Sabbath may be stopped—setting forth 
that, as we profess to bea Christian nation, and 
governed by laws based on the holy Scriptures, 
and as this great and flourishing Republic 1s held 
up in the order of Providence as an example of 
free government for all the nations of the earth, it 
therefore behooves the representatives to uphold it 
in its purity. 

These several petitions were received and or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. BELL presented resolutions of the Legis- 
lature of Tennessee, opposed to any action on the 
part of the General Government on the subject of 
constructing a railroad across the continent of 
North America, until full information shall have 
been obtained as to the practicability of the several 
routes proposed, and the comparative advantages 
of each, and opposed to the selection of any route 
for said railroad, but such as may be central; which 
was ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. JONES presented a petition of citizens of 
Towa, asking the establishment of a mail-route 
from Quashqueton to the county seat of Keokuk 
county, in that State. 

Mr. WHITCOMB presented a resolution of the 
Legislature of Indiana, in favor of the enactment 
of a law granting the public lands to actual settlers, 
in limited quantities; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, a resolution of the legislature, instructing 
the Senators and requesting the Representatives of 
the State in Congress, to use their exertions to pro- 
cure an appropriation for the improvement of the 
navigation of the Ohio river; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, of the same, in favor of the establishment 
of amail-route from Rushville to Noblesville, in 
said State; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post-Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented a petition of 
citizens of Iowa, asking a reduction of the rates of 
postage; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. FELCH presented a petition of citizens of 
Monroe county, Michigan, in favor of a reduction 
of postage and the abolition of the franking privi- 
Jege; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Post-Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. DAWSON presented the petition of Wil- 
liam Hardin, asking the reimbursement of ex- 
penses incurred, and moneys advanced, by him for 
the purpose of moving the Cherokee Indians in 
the year 1828; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs. e 

Mr. BENTON presented a petition of the faculty 
and students of the medical department of the 
University of St. Louis, Missouri, asking a reduc- 
tion of the rates of postage to a uniform standard 
of two cents per half ounce; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Post-Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. BALDWIN presented a petition of mem- 
bers of the faculty of Yale College, in Connecti- 
cut, in favor of a reduction of the rates of postage; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post- 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. BELL. I present the memorial and ac- 
companying resolutions of the Legislature of the 
State of Tennessee, praying the establishment of 
a marine hospital at the city of Memphis, on the 
Mississippi river. The memorial sets forth, in 
very strong terms, the great hardships and ine- 
quality of throwing upon the citizens of that State, 
and of the citizens of Memphis particularly, the 
burden of giving relief to the numerous invalid 
sick emigrants. It is very well known to those 
who have turned their attention to the course of 
emigration to this country, that hundreds and 


thousands—perhaps five hundred or one thousand 
in the course of a year—pass up the river from 
t New Orleans to St. Louis, afflicted with conta- 
gious diseases, which have latterly been very fa- 
tal, particularly during the cholera season. ‘There 
arè numbers of poor persons, and some even in 
better condition, who are obliged to be put off the 
boats, and who cannot be driven away from the 
city in which they are landed, and are therefore 
obliged to be relieved by the kind feeling and 
charitable contributions of the city. They also 
pray for the establishment of a marine hospital at 
Nashville, on the Cumberland river. I move that 
the resolutions be laid on the table and printed. 
The motion was agreed to. 


CHAPLAINS IN THE PUBLIC SERVICE. 


Mr. CHASE presented nine petitions of citi- 
zens of Ohio, and a petition from citizens of In- 
diana, praying that chaplains in the public service 


may be abolished. a Pa 

Mr. BRADBURY presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Somerset county, in the State of Maine, 
asking that the office of chaplain may be abolished ; 
all of which were referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 7 
| Mr. UNDERWOOD. F present two petitions 
from citizens of the State of Kentucky, asking 
Congress to abolish the office of chaplain, and 
henceforth to refrain from all legislation on reli- 
gious subjects. I will read a portion of this peti- 
uon. It sets forth, that 

«Phe history of all. nations, from the day of Nimrod to 
the present time, affords the most irrefragable testimony that 
no human Government can possibly contribute to the peace 
and happiness of mankind, out of its own legitimate sphere 
of secular legislation. Religion is a matter exlusively be- 
tween every citizen of the world and his God, and until hu- 
man Governments can take on them the responsibility of 
answering at the bar of God for the sows of their eonstite- 
ents, they have no right in justice to legislate upon the sub- 
ject. To your honorable bodies, we, as citizens of the 
United States, cheerfully concede the right tojegislate for 
us in all secular concerns, restricted only by the Constitu- 
tion, and in all such secular legislation, we entertain the ut- 
most confidence in, and respect for, the wisdom, virtue, 
and integrity of our honorable Senators and Represent- 
| atives; but when, under the impression that the cause of 
| religion requires aid, patronage, or legislation, from your 
honorable bodies, or that it is conducive to the welfare of 
our nation, by such means, to conciliate the favor of religion- 
ists, you have been induced to make provisions of any kind, 
or to any extent, for religious establishments, however pure 
the motives by which you have been actuated, we have re- 
garded all such legislation as an infringement of the most 
sacred rights guarantied to us by the Constitution, 

“In contravention of that express provision of our Con- 
stitution, which declares that ‘ Congress shall make no jaw 
‘respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
‘free exercise thereof,’ we are sorely burdened by the reli- 
gious establishment of anational chaplaincy as a creature 
| of State. We are compelled, against our own sense of right 
and in violation of our own consciences, to support that es- 
tablishment of religion, and thereby we are prohibited the 
free exercise of our own religious rights. Theappropriation ~ 
of our nationa! funds, to support & national clergy for the 
Houses of Congress, for the army and navy, tor military 
schools and fndian stations, is as burdensome and oppres- 
sive to us as citizens of the United States as if thesame tax 
were levied to sustain a national church, A national chap- 
lainey, no Jess than a national church, is considered by us 
emphatically an ‘establishment of religion.’ 

« We beg leave to assure your honorable bodies that this 
| petition and remonstrance is not induced by any want of 
i respect for that religion which is from Heaven or that king- 
dom which is not of this world. We ask, as relizionists, 
only what we are willing to concede to ail others—the free 
‘exercise of the religions establishments to which we sever- 
ally belong, so far as the free exercise of our religion shall 
not infringe the equal rights of our fellow-citizens. 

“Tf the members of the Houses of Congress are disposed 
to pray, or if they are inclined to hire men to pray for them, 
on their own responsibility, and at their own individual ex- 
pense, we claim no right lo object; but when they officialiy, 
and in our name, and by the appropriation of our funds, 
make legal provisions for the support of an army of chap- 
lains, we are involved in the responsibility, and thereby ag- 
grieved. 

I move the reference of the petition to the Com- 
| mittee on Military Affairs, as it prays for the abo- 
lition of chaplains in the army. 

Mr. BENTON. I wish to say, thatthis matter 
of military chaplains jn the army of the United 
States, seems to be misunderstood, and hence a 
run of petitions is got up against them. We all 
know how it is when any persons undertake to 
get up arun of petitions. Now, there is no such 
thing as the employment of chaplains, in the old 
sense of the term—or what seems to be the under- 
standing of these petitioners—in the army of the 
United States. Some years ago—twelve or fifteen 
years ago—when I was a member of the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, and personally acquainted 
with the condition of the posts upon the frontier, 
and personally knowing to the fact, thatthe officers 
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and soldiers of the army were obliged, out of their 
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‘small pay, to get chaplains to do the business of 
erforming divine service on Sunday, and of teach- 
ing their children during the week—I, seeing and 
knowing that, did move. this Senate to allow. 
chapiains to be employed, to perform the double 
duty of teaching the children at the post during 
the week, and of performing Divine service on 
Sundgy—to be limited to fourteen of the. outside 
posts, where they could not have that advantage, 
unless they went to the expense out of their own 
pockets, or the United States did it for them. I 
was certain then I was doing a service to the army, 
and extending a justifiable relief to the officers and 
soldiers ofthearmy; and [really think, if the people 
of the United States only understood it as it is, that 
we should have no more of these petitions for | 
abolishing chaplains in the army. We have no 
such thing as chaplains in the army. They are 
chaplains of the frontier posts, partially paid out 
-of the post fund, and a mode provided by which | 
they are supported and appointed. I have been to 
those posts, where these chaplains are in service, 
since the time they were appointed, and I have 
-had great reason to congratulate myself on the 
little part L had in securing their appointment. 
Mr. BUTLER. Petitionsof a similar character 
as those presented by the Senator from Kentucky, 


have been referred to the Judiciary Committee. It || 


was at first-supposed that a formal report was not 
needed; but the number presented have induced 
the committee to think it better to make some re- 
port on the subject. The peutioners have a claim 
for that much of respect at least, and to refer the 
petitions now presented to the Military Committee 
might produce some conflict on the subject. They | 
should either all go to the Judiciary Committee, or 
all to the Military Committee. - 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Ishould be pleased 
to have these petitions go to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee; and it is but fair that I give notice to the 
Senator from Kentucky, if he takes any interest in 
this subject, that, if he sends it to the Military 
Committee, I promise a most adverse report, so 
‘far as | have any control over it. Tagree with all 
the Senator from Missouri [Mr. Benton] has said 
in regard to the appointment of chaplains in the 
army, and [ have, like him, some personal know- 
ledge of the subject. They are selected by the 
officers who have charge of the fiscal affairs—the 
council of administration—of, the post; and they 
are partly paid out of a fund raised by the officers 
and soldiers of the post, to perform divine and 
funeral services, and to teach the children—em- 

hatically the children of the country, for they are 
Born in the service of the country—where other- 
wise they would neither be taught nor preached to. 
‘These petitions against the employment of chap- 
lains for Congress, which are sent here, may be | 
well enough, if we are already sufficiently pious; 
but as these chaplains perform the duties of a 
schoolmaster, and are paid wholly out of the 
public teeasury, that constitutes an entirely differ- | 
ent case. I rose, however, merely to say, that if | 
the Senator from Kentucky is interested in the in- 
vestigation of this matter, and hopes for a favorable 
report upon it, he had better not send it to the 
Military Coramittee. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Thad no such hope as i 
that in giving it the direction of the Military Com- | 
mittee; and I think now, after having heard the 
suggestions of the Senator, that we ought, by all 
means, to send it there. The petitioners say that 
they desire to get rid of supporting chaplains be- 
longing to the army. Now, the best answer to 
this would be, that there exists no such establish- | 
ment.as that of which they complain, and that, | 
therefore, their money is taken for no such pur- | 
pose; and who is there who is so well qualified to 
give that answer, after what has been suggested, 
as the Military Committee? 

Mr. DAVIS. With some limitations, the Sena- 


tor’s understanding of my remarks, is correct. I 


said that the chaplains were confined to the-mili- | 


tary posts of our frontier, partly paid by those for 
whom, and by whom they are employed, and that 
they are limited in number, as stated by the Sen- 
ator from Missouri. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I think I understood | 
every word that was said, and I think, too, that if | 
the Senator would draw up a short report, just to | 
gratify these petitioners, and that they may sce 
upon what grounds their designs are rejected by 


Congress, it would be the best answer that could 
be given to them. It must be remembered, also, 


that they pray for some reformation -in the naval 
as.well as in the military service; and if one of 
these petitions should go to the Naval Committee, 
and they could make a report to the petitioners 
and the country, on this branch of. the subject, 
that would be just as satisfactory, perhaps, as 1 
trust will.be that from, the Military Committee, 
if the matter is referred to them, and they report 
upon It. 

PMr. BUTLER. I am not very anxious that 
the Judiciary Committee should perform this duty, 
but I will say, that the subject has been brought 


under their notice, and steps have been taken to | 


make a report on it. All these memorials, I be- 
lieve, should go to one committee, and I care not 
whether it be to the Military or to the Judiciary 
Committee. 

The motion to refer the petitions to the Military 


Committee, was negatived, and they were then | 


referred to the Judiciary Committee. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to which was referred the memorial of Mrs. 
A. M. Dade, asking a renewal of her pension, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Mrs. A. M. Dade, 
widow of the late Major F. L. Dade; which was 
read and ordered to & second reading, 


Mr. B. also, from the Committee on Printing, ! 


to which was referred the report of the Secretary 
of War, in relation to an exploration of the Terri- 
tory of Minnesota, by Brevet Captain Polk, report- 
ed in favor of printing the same; which was con- 
curred in. 

Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which was referred the memorial of 
Charles F. Sibbald, asking indemnity for injuries 
sustained, by being deprived of the possession of 
his property, submitted a report, which was or- 
dered to be printed, accompanied by a joint reso- 
lution for the relief Charles F. Sibbald ; which 
was read and passed to a second reading. 


PENSION TO THE WIDOW OF GEN. WORTH. 


Mr. BORLAND. 
mittee on Pensions, to which was referred the bill 


i for the relicf of Margaret L. Worth, widow of the 


Jate General Worth, of the army of the United 


‘ States, to report back the same, with the blanks 


filled up. In view of the merits of the case, L 


| ask that it may be considered now. i 
The bill was read a first time by its tile, and |; him, as it was to those gallant men, as, when it 
then, by unanimous consent of the Senate, read a | 


second time, and considered as in Committee of the | 


Whole. The first question was on the filling up 
of the blanks, as recommended by the committee. 


Mr. BORLAND. 


eration of the bill immediately, as it is one which, | 


appealing at once tothe judgment and feelings of 
the Senate, will, 1 apprehend, give rise to no 
debate, and meet no opposition; and if passed at 
all, should, from peculiar circumstances, become a 
law at once. It is not necessary that I should say 
anything in commendation of the character and 
services of General Worth. They are so well 
known to the Senate—they are so deeply engraven 
upon the hearts of his countrymen—that, however 
brilliant the picture I might draw, I feel that I 
should do injustice, by falling far, far below the 
merits of the original. Iam unwilling, therefore, 
toeoccupy the time ofethe Senate, by what would 
be the feeble expression of the very strong feelings 


! which fill my own heart, (and though unuttered, 


find, I am sure, a full and ready sympathy in every 
heart around me,) or to delay the passage of the 


bill by unrequired advocacy. But1 cannot forbear || 
It isa | 
letter written by General Worth—among the very i} g ) 
any Opposition in the way of the manifestation, by 
| the Government, of its high respect and regard for 
| this distinguished soldier. 


the reading ofa letter | hold in my hand. 


last letters his hand ever wrote. 1 will read it, for 


two reasons—as a noble exhibition of that spirit | 


of devotion to the service of his country, which 


| never faltered in the face of any danger, but ever || 
impelled him forward and upward, wherever duty ! , 
fi proposed by the bill in this case, we may hereaf- 


called; and in evidence that he fell in the perform- 
ance of duty, and in meeting dangers far more 
serious—far more appalling—than any he had ever 


| before encountered in fighting the battles of his 


country, numerous and greatas they are known 
to have been. He, with his wife and children, at 
the head of his column, (where he ever was, when 
duty was to be done, or danger encountered,) was 
approaching San Antonio, Texas. He knew that 
the cholera was there, and death and desolation 
were its attendants; and yet he pressed forward. 


I am directed by the Com- | 


I have asked for the consid- | 
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: del Norte as soon as assured of its disinfection, 


from Levaca, has given out. 


|, Saying anything in opposition to this bill. 


ii involves feelings of the high estimation in which 


A messenger met. him, to say ‘thatthe danger was 
great, and to suggest that he would: do well-to halt © 
until the danger had in some degree passed away. 
What was his answer? ` Hear it: Sass 


McUnen.an’s, 20 miles from. San ntonio, 

Three o'clock, p. m, April 30, 1849, 
My Dear Mayor: [am here with the head of my columns 
The centre and rear will be up in an hour or so, rather re- 
tarded by disabled horses, having made one hundred and 
fifty miles in four and a half days. I have ydur note of this 
morning, and draw from it the: comfortable belief tbat your 
sufferings are abating. Whether that he so or not, J mast 
go on; it is my duly, and the ladies will not beleft bebind. 
So we shall be with you, I hope, by three or four o’elock 
to-morrow, taking it quietly and coolly. Under other eir- 
cumstances I would certainly halt, but cannot do it now, 
whatever may be the hazard to mz or mine, Major Dashiels 
will reach you to-night, and pay off the four months’ advance 
to the 3d infantry, which shail he put in motion for El Paso 
Much as 
we want to see you, do not expose yourself to the -un by 
coming to meet us; but if you could send a bottle of old 
brandy, to meet us at the crossing, some four or five niles, 
it would be useful; onr one bottle, with which we started 

Yours, most truly, 
W. J. WORTH. 
To Major L. S. Carers, San Antonio, Texas. 


This letter was written on the last day-of April. 
On the 7th of May, just one week afterward, he 
was buried.. It is for the wife, (now the widow;) 
the noble woman, with a devotion to duty unsur- 
passed even by that of her noble: husbarnd-—it.is 
for her, that this bill is introduced—it is for bér, it 
provides for the remainder of her life; darkened aa 
that life must be by desolation of heart-—an allow- 


| ance of one half the pay pertaining to the rank of 


her husband. 

To one other thing I ask the attention of the 
Senate while I read. Ft is a passage from one of 
General Woarth’s official reports—his report of the 
battle of El Molino del Rey. I read it to show 
the true spirit of chivalry which filled his own 
heart, and prompted him to speak the feelings of 
the other noble spirits with whom he was associ- 
ated. He had enumerated the gallant officers of 
his command who fell around him, on that bloodiest 
of all his fields, and thus concludes: i : 

‘All of these gallant men fell as, when it pleased God, 


i they would have wished to fall, fighting bravely at the head 


of their troops, leaving a bright example to the service, and 
spotless names to the cherished recollections of comrades.” 

Such, sir, was his estimate of a soldier’s feel- 
ings, and the fitting circumstances of a soldier’s 
death. In this, | am sure, he spoke the heartfelt 
sentiment of a soldier’s heart. ft was not given 


pleased God, he bad wished to fall, fighting at the 
head of his troops; yet he did fall at the head of 


| his troops, and in the performance of duties: re- 


quiring more true courage than any which ever 
marked the battle-field; and, in falling, no man has 
ever left.a brighter example to the service, a more 
spotless name to the cherished recollection of com- 
rades, or won a higher or more honorable claim 
upon the admiration and gratitude of his country, 

I will add nothing in favor of the bill, believing 
that, as it ought, it will pass at once and without 
opposition, It may not be improper to add, how- 
ever, that the amount of pension provided for Mrs. 
Worth, is the same allowed by special act for 
Mrs. Decatur, widow of Commodore Decatur, be- 
ing one-half the monthly pay of her deceased hus- 
band at the time of his death. 

Mr. KING. What is the sum allowed ? 

Mr. BORLAND. Fifty dollars a month, being 
the half-pay of a brigadier-general. 

Mr. KING. I have very great reluctance in 
It 


General Worth was held by his country in general, 
and it is exceedingly unpleasant for a Senator, in 
the discharge of his duty, to be obliged to throw 


But in granting, pen- 
sions of this kind, we ought not to be influenced 
merely by our feelings; for if we go to the extent 


ter be compelled to follow the precedent in other 
cases. Now, I understand that General Worth 
was merely a brigadier-general by brevet. The 
pension granted to the widow of Commodore De- 
catur, was given to her for the actual rank which 
Commodore Decatur held at the time of his death, 

Mr. BORLAND. Will the Senator allow me 
to makea single remark? General Worth was a 
major-general by brevet, and during the war in 
Mexico he commanded as a major-general; and 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. _ 


March 22, 


when: he died; he was in Texas commanding as a | 
brigadier-general. a 

‘Mr. KING. I am perfectly aware of that—I 
understood it... So if he had been-a lieutenant, and 
brevetted'as captain, he would have been captain 
when there was no captain tocommand. J am of 
@pinion that, in giving these allowances, we 
should look to the actual rank of the individual. 
If that is not done; F do not see where we are to 
stop. Task the Senator from Arkansas why we 
should not as-well give ‘to this lady the half-pay 
of 4 major-general? General Worth was a major- 
general by brevet; he commanded as major-gen- 
eral during’a portion of the war with Mexico; he 
was-a major-general, because there was no older 
officer of that, grade serving with him. So at the 
time of his death, he commanded as brigadier- 
general, because there was no older brigadier-gen- 
eral serving with him; but he was in fact a colonel. 
Now, I object to the precedent of leaving these 
matters to be decided by the kind feelings of the 
Congress of the United. States, toward persons 
who have performed distinguished services. : 

I repeat again, that it is with great reluctance 
that I throw any obstacle in the way of the mani- 
festation of a liberal and generous spirit, on the 
part of the Government, toward the widow of this 
distinguished officer; but I wish that it should be 
done in a way such as we may practice hereafter 
in similar casés, and not leave it uncertain, merely 
to be settled by the degree of feeling. I think 
that the half-pay of a colonel is all that should be 
granted in this case. 

Mr. BORLAND. Iwill state to the gentleman 
from Alabama, that General Worth was not acting 
in thecapacity of a brigadier-general because there 
was no older officer of that grade to take the rank, 
but had for years been a brigadier-general by the 
assignment of the President of the United States. 
True, he was in the line only a colonel—a colonel 
of infantry; but he had for years been acting as a 
brigadier-general under the assignment of the Presi- 
dent, and not by seniority only. He went into 
Texas to take the command there, not by senior- 
ity, but by the assignment of the President, which 
was to all intents and purposes an appointment as 
brigadier-general. Therefore, the committee have 
fixed upon this rate, in view of the rank he held, 
not merely by brevet, but by the assignment of 
the President, and in which he was known to the 
country, and as which he had long done duty. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. The Senator from 
Arkansas has certainly not done more than justice 
to the merits of the deceased soldier. 1 think, in- 
deed, that be has fallen short of it. His glories are 
not half told in the narration of all his services 
connected with the Mexican war. Holding a less 
rank, he was equally distinguished during the war 
of 1812. Conspicuous for his gallantry at Lundy’s 
Lane, he there received a wound, from which he 
never recovered, but which continued seriously to 
affect him throughout the whole course of his life. 
There is, probably, no one here, whose sympathy 
is as much excited by this case as my own; yet Í 
agree with the Senator from Alabama, (Mr. Kine,] 
that this should not be made a mere question of | 
feeling. I agree, that however meritorious and 
gallant may be the officer, and however his claim 
may be presented to the Senate, there are higher | 
considerations than those of mere feeling. I think 
they exist in this case. The rule of this Govern- 
ment, in relation to the army, is to pay them the | 
smallest compensation for which such services can | 
be obtained; and it is the certainty of pay, and the | 
prospect of promotion only, which holds men of 
true abilities now in the army; and without that | 
inducement, they certainly would notremain there. | 
That compensation, however, endures only so | 
long as the officer may live, unless under an espe- | 


i 


cial act of Congress it is extended for the benefit | 


of his family; and its rate is so low as to forbid the || 


supposition of provision having beer made for the 
future support of those who depended upon him. | 
The question we now have to decide is, whether | 


such extension shall be made to this case or not? : 


Mr. KING To what extent? 


which this officer met death by disease, in advance- 
ing on San Antonio, I think he might with justice 
have said his constitution was shattered in Mex- 
ico, and that he brought from that contest the 
seeds of disease which rendered him peculiarly 
liable to the epidemic of which he died. Officers 


; who ‘have not encountered that epidemic, are now 


suffering on sick leaves. throughout ‘the country, 
from the like effects of that war. The distinction 
is, to say the least of it, avery subtle one, which 
gives the benefit of the law to one who died in 
Mexico, of ‘disease contracted in the line of his 


duty, but withholds it if he lived long enough to | 


return home. I would go further, and say, that 
while we pursue this Jow rate of compensation, 
and obtain a capacity which would secure double 
the amouut in other walks of life, that we should 
make provisions that would render them satisfied 
with this compensation; and one of them would be 
to provide for their families after death. 

This officer would have been entitled to a pen- 
sion any day that he might have left the army, for 
the wounds he received in battle, and we but ex- 
tend to the widow, left destitute by the sudden 
death which cut him off while engaged in the ser- 
vice of his country, the pension which the officer 
might have secured for himself, and, free from 
that danger, have lived long to enjoy. F vote it to 
his window, on strict principles of justice. fask 
nothing from feeling, however high the claim to it 
might be, and I think that strict justice requires that 
we should place the widow oh the pension list, at 
least at the highest rate known to our existing 
laws. 

Mr. KING. That would bethe half-pay of a 
lieutenant-colonel ? 

Mr. DAVIS. 

Mr. BUTLER. | hope the bill will pass with- 
outamendment. We are very much in the habit 
of erecting marble monuments by way of testify- 
ing our gratitude and regard for the meritorious 
and gallant dead; but I prefer living monuments 
of our gratitude. [tis in that point of view that 
I would provide for the widow of the gallant sol- 
dier, who rendered public services to his country, 
and who, if he lived now, would be entitled to the 
amount provided for. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I concur, sir, in the remarks 
of my friend from South Carolina [Mr. Burer] 
on this subject. I do not like to remain silent 
when a question of this kind comes before the 
Senate, for I was well acquainted with General 
Worth in his lifetime. It is not necessary for me 
to say that a more gallant, a more brilliant, a more 
talented officer, has never‘commanded in the A mer- 
ican army, since its first organization; and I say to 
my friend from Alabama, (Mr. Kine,} who I know 
would do nothing that even appeared to be un- 
generous to General Worth, that throughout the 
whole of the Mexican war, he commanded, not as 
a colonel, but as a brigadier-general, by assignment 
of the Government. It is true, sir, that it was not 
his rank in the line, and it is true also, as the Sen- 
ator from Mississippi [Mr. Davis] said, that no 
man can geta higher pension under the existing 
Jaw than that of a lieutenant-colonel, and I think 
the system is exceedingly wrong; but General 
Worth, throughout the whole of the Mexican war, 
commanded as a brigadier-general. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Part of the time 
as a major-general. = * 

Mr. SHIELDS . Yes; part of the time as a 
major-general, and this by the special assigninent 
of his Government; and if there is any pension 
due to his widow, it is not according to his mere 
lineal rank, but accordifg to that which he actually 
held and occupied. 1 should be very sorry, there- 
fore, to see any movement made here to lower the 
pension under fifty dollars. 

{ agree with the Senator from South Carolina, 


Well? j 


| that while we give marble testimonials of our re- | 
gard for the brave men who have fallen in battle, 


this is a more substantial testimonial to the hero 
who has fallen, though not in battle, yet, as was 
said by the Senator from Mississippi, under the 


ets |i vice of his country. i 
placed on the pension list by the existing law. l| 


Mr. KING. There is no man in this nation 


' less disposed to detract from the merits of G 
Mr. DAVIS. The highest rate of pension is || oh ental 


been placed, he discharged his duty gallantly, faith- 
fully, and in such a manner as to distinguish him- 
self before the whole American people. It is not 
because I underrate the services of General Worth— 
certainly not; but gentlemen speak in this matter 
_as if a pension was to be given to General Worth, 
which is usual and ordinary, and not to be taken 
out of the ordinary rule because of his distinguished 
services, and because he occupied a particular 
grade in the army. Thisis not so. If General 
Worih had fallen in any of the battles in which he 
fought in Mexico, where he covered himself with 
glory, what would have been the condition of his 
widow? According to the existing laws, she 
would be entitled to a pension of the half-pay ofa 
lieutenant-colonel, and nothing beyond it. Now, 
I am prepared,-in this particular case, although it 
-doés not come strictly within the provisions of the 
law—for General Worth has not fallen in battle—to 
waive any objections which exist on the subject, 
and place Mrs. Worth on the pension list at a 
higher rate than, with one exception, any widow 
of any officer of any grade ever before received, 
and that alone by a special act of Congress; and 
that one was the widow of an officer of the naval 
service. Is thatanything ungenerous? This widow 
will geta higher pay than the widow of any other 
officer, provided we give her the half-pay of a full 
colonel, which was the rank of General Worth. 
Is that any thing illiberal, to astonish gentlemen, 
or to show that we are not disposed to zive some- 
thing substantial to the widow of this gallant 
officer? Certainly not. ; 

I repeat again, sir, that, having known that offi- 
cer Jong and well, and appreciated him as highly 
as the Senator from Illinois possibly can, it is with 
great reluctance that I present myself in opposi- 
tion to any manifestation of the respect and regard 
which the Senate of the United States is disposed 
to show to his memory, by placing his widow on 
the pension list at the highest possible rate. But 
the highest rate under the law would have been 
that of a lieutenant-colonel, and I am prepared to 
take it out of the order, and give her the pay he 
would have been entitled to receive, provided his 
life had been spared. 

Mr. BORLAND. If the general law had pro- 
vided for the case, no difficulty would have existed. 
lt is because the general law does not provide for 
it, that this bill is introduced. 

Mr. DICKINSON. Representing in part the ` 
State from which this lamented officer came, I rise 
to second the wish that the bill may pass, lest my 
silence under the circumstances should be re- 
garded as indifference, and to signify my high 
appreciation of the testimony which has been 
borne in favor of the memory of this brave officer 
by Senators who have preceded me, and espe- 
cially by his noble companion in arms. There is 
little danger that the passage of this bill will be 
drawn in precedent for some improper occasion. 
Wars, it is to be hoped, will not be frequent; and 
such gallant and generous spirits as those of the 
departed Worth, will be “ few, and far between.” 

The amendment to fill the blank with $5! per 
month, was then agreed to, the bill was reported 
to the Senate, the amendment agreed to in Com- 
mittee of the Whole was concurred in, the bill was 


|| ordered to be engrossed fora third reading, and 


was subsequently read a third time and passed. 
BILL ON LEAVE. 
Mr. MORTON, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill granting, on 
i certain conditions, the alternate sections of the 


|| public lands along the route of a railroad from 
|| Pensacola, in the State of Florida, to Montgom- 


ery, in the State of Alabama, and for other pur- 
| poses; which was read a first and second time b 
| its title, and referred to the Committee on Public 
| Lands, 
i RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. CASS submitted the following resolution, 
which lies over: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Buildings be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making some fur- 
ther and adequate arrangement for the accommodation of 
the official reporters of the Senate. 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Masow, on the 16th of January last, was taken up 


i 
i 
| 
effect of a disease which he contracted in the ser- f 
i 
| 
i 
| 


: : : 
Ww orth, than myself. I had the pleasure of know- | and referred to the Committee of Claims: 

ing him froma much earlier period than the Sena- | Resolved, That the Secretary pay out of the contingent 
tor from Hlinois, [Mr. Sureros.] [ knew him, 


: || fund of the Senate to William Collins, late First Auditor, 
Though .the Senator from i sir, inthe war with Great Britain, in 1812—I knew j and Peter G. Washington, late Sixth Auditor, the sum of 


: pat is E : $ £ seven hundred and fifty dollars each, for services rendered 
d to the soldierly manner in jj him well, and in every station in which he has | in examining and acne tie acconnt ti the’ ease af Jed 


the half-pay of a jieutenant-colonel, and her name | 


would have been placed on the list at the highes 
rate the law admits. | 


- Arkansas justly allude 
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nings, Roddy, and Carter, in accordance with a resolution 
of the Senate of the 11th of August, 1848, reported by them 
to the Senate on the 12th of February, 1849. ~ 

And that he also pay to William D. Bagnall, the sum of 
one hundred dollars; to. —— Pritchard the sum of forty 
dollars; and to Moses M. Myers the sum of twenty dollars, 
for services rendered by thém jn examining and stating ac- 
counts from the banks at Norfolk, Richmond and Peters- 
burg, respectively, pertaiiiing to said claim, and at the re- 
quest of said auditors. — 

UNITED STATES AGENT IN HUNGARY. 

Mr. BELL. | desire to call the attention of the 
Senate to a resolution offered by the Senator from 
Ilinois [Mr. Dovénas] some time ago, calling on 
the Secretary of State to inform us whether there 
had been any agent sent. from this Government to 
Hungary. I move the consideration of that1eso- 
lation, and I would merely state, that I do so upon 
having my attention called to some paragraphs in 
a speech delivered in the other house, m which 
‘some, representations were made of the action of 
this Government very different from what I sup- 
posed to have been the course pursued. F trust 
the Senate, therefore, will see the propriety, in 
view of such a statement going abroad, of calling 
for the production of the correspondence in the 
matter. Ido not know what the fact really is, or 
what is the character of the correspondence, or the 
particular nature of the interference of our Gov- 
ernment. I have only understood, in general 
terms, on: making inquiries at the proper source, 
that it is very different from the newspaper repre- 
‘sentations of the day, and particularly that in the 
apparently carefully-prepared. speech to which. | 
‘have referred. 

The resolution was taken up and adopted, as 
follows: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to the Senate a copy of the in- 
structions given to the agent of the United States, who was 
employed to visit Hungary during the recent war between 
that conntry and Austria, and of the correspondence by 
and with such agent, so far as the publication of the same 
may be consistent with the public iuterest. 

REMOVALS FROM OFFICE. 

The hour for taking up the special order of the 
day having arrived, 

Mr. Smita and Mr. Foore rose simultaneously. 

Mr. FOOTE. Will the Senator from Connecti- 
cut yield the floor for one moment? 

Mr. SMITH. I will for a moment. 
= Mr. FOOTE, I beg leave to suggest that: the 
Senator from Connecticut very courteously pro- 
posed yesterday to yield the floor for to-day, pro- 
vided he could have an opportunity to occupy the 
attention of the Senate to-morrow, and the subject 
on which he was speaking could: be made the or- 
.der of the day for to-morrow at-half-past 12 o’clock. 
J hope, by general consent, that arrangement may 
now be adopted. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state the order of business. The first order of 
business is the unfinished business of yesterday, 
which is the resolution of the Senator from 
Maine, and on this question the Senator from Con- 
necticut is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. FOOTE. I move that that subject be 

‘postponed, and made the order of the day for to- 
morrow at 12 0’clock. 

Mr. SEWARD. With the leave of the Sena- 
tor from Connecticut, I desire to say that I cannot 
vote for this motion, because | do not like the pre- 
cedent. I think it is due to the Senator from Con- 
necticut to extend to him the same courtesy which 
has been extended to other Senators, whose ge- 
marks have been interrupted by the hour of ad- 
journment. I think that courtesy to the Senator, 
as wetlas the importance of the subject, demand 
that atiention should be given to its present con- 
sideration. 


Mr. FOOTE. Iam incapable of discourtesy to | 


the honorable Senator from Connecticut. I very 
explicitly stated, that the motion I was about to 
offer was one on which I had the consent of the 
honorable Senator from Connecticut himself. If 
the honorable Senator from New York had paid 
attention to the progress of the matter, he would 
have known that Senators were courteous. enough 
not to require to be corrected by the castigatory 
lash of his rhetoric. As I said before, | made the 
motion with the consent. of the honorable Senator 
fiom Connecticut; and how itis that the honora- 
ble Senator from New York thinks that discour- 
tesy has been shown to the Senator from Connec- 
ticut, and feels it his duty to get up and shield him 
from our barbarous discourtesy, | cannot say. I 


am certain that the honorable Senator from Con- 


necticut, from the prowess and intellectual vigor 
he displayed yesterday, is at least as able to defend 
himself from our assaults as the honorable Senator 
from’ New York is to afford him the gracious 
shelter of his protection. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I desire the Senate to adopt 
such course as will be most acceptable to the Sena- 
tor from Connecticut. J understand the Senator 

from Mississippi to say, that he has the consent of 

the Senator from Connecticut in making this mo- 
tion. If it is the desire of the Senator from Con- 
necticut that the question should be postponed till 
to-morrow, | shall vote for it; but if he would pre- 
fer to have it go over to next week, I shall be will- 
ing to adopt. that course. i 

Mr. SMITH. I have yielded to the earnest 
solicitations—l will not say importunities—of Sen- 
ators, to allow the question to be postponed, as well 
as in consideration of the somewhat tedious details 
into which I am constrained to enter in connection 
with this subject. 1 am prepared to proceed with 
my remarks at this time, and would prefer to do 
so, but | know that my honorable friend from New 
Jersey is very desirous to have the flour to-day, 
and the Senator from Mississippi has also some 
views, which he wishes to present, in relation to 
some motion that he has submitted to the Senate 
for raising a committee. I said to the Senator from 
Mississippi, that if the Senate would give me the 
floor to-morrow I would waive my claim for to- 
day, but with the understanding that my right to 
the floor is not to: be superseded by any business 
which may be before us at the hour of adjournment. 

The question being taken on postponing the 
consideration of theresolution of the Senator from 
Maine till to-morrow at 12 o’clock, and a division 
being called for, there were ayes 22, noes 12. 

So the motion was agreed to. 


SELECT COMMITTEE ON COMPROMISE. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The next busi- 
ness is the consideration of the resolutions of the 
Senator from Tennessee, which the Senator from 
Mississippi has moved to refer to a select commit- 
tee of thirteen, and on this question the Senator 
from New Jersey is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. DAYTON addressed the Senate nearly two 
hours and a half, [of which a report will appear 
in the Appendix] 

Mr. BALDWIN. I moved that the further 
consideration of this subject be postponed until 
Wednesday next; for if Í understand aright, by 
general consent the session of to-morrow is to be 
devoted to the speech of my colleague, [Mr. 
Smrrx;] on Monday the Senator from Virginia 
[Mr. Hunter] is entitled to the floor on the Pres- 
ident’s message, in regard to California; and on 
Tuesday the Senator from Ohio [Mr. Cuass] has 
the floor on the ather special order. I suppose, 
therefore, that Wednesday will be the earliest op- 
portunity I can have of expressing myself upon 
the general topics presented by these resolutions. 

Mr. FOOTE. Ido not rise to appeal to the 
Senator from Connecticut—for I know that ap- 
peals from this source to him are of no avail on 
any subject—but to suggest to those who have in- 
fluence with him, whether it is expedient or proper, 
under the circumstances of the case, that this mo- 
tion of mine should be postponed as he proposes. 
There are other questions pending, which the Sen- 
ator, and others disposed to continue this debate, 
can discuss, while this motion of mine is being 
carried out. The committee which | propose, could 
be raised, and proceed with the performance of 
their duty, while this discussion could proceed on 
some other of the various resolutions on the same 
subject that have been submitted to this body. I 
will not urge the matter, but I had hoped that we 
should this day have raised this committee of thir- 
teen. Ido believe the country desires immediate 
action on this subject, and J had hoped no obsta- 
cle would have been interposed from any quarter, 
to taking the voteand raising the committee to-day, 
or, at least, that-action upon the subject would not 
have been postponed to a later period than Monday. 
I had asort gf informal understanding with sev- 
eral gentlemen some time ago, that if T would not 
press the matter, the vote should be taken on that 
day. I have certainly no wish to interrupt the 
current of debate, and lam very willing to hear 
any and every gentleman; but it seems to me this 
committee should be raised at once. 5 

A single remark, and I have done. Why itis 


that Senators who wish to discuss the questions 


involved in: this:.motion,..cannot. reserve them- 
selves- for the report of this. committee—which » 
if appointed to-day, would probably come. inon- 
Monday or Tuesday—when they would have.the 
opportunity of discussing some specific. and defi- 
nite plan, and of speaking more profitably to the , 
country and to themselves, 1 do not understand. 
I say, again, I have no hope of succeeding with 
the Senator, and J trust. that some gentleman ‘on 
the other side will prevail on him to withdraw. his 
motion for so long a postponement. If he does 
not, I’ do trust that Senators who concur in opin- 
ion with me, as to the necessity of immediate ac- 
tion on this subject, will vote in opposition to his 
motion, and thereby allow this committee of thir- 
teen to be appointed at the present time, 

Mr. BALDWIN. If it is not the design of * 
Senators to afford me an opportunity of delivering 
my sentiments on the general question, on the 
amendment which I myself offered to the proposi- 
tion of the Senator from Mississippi, by postpon- 
ing it to some future day, I shall of course be 
obliged to proceed on the present occasion, and 
discuss, as it is my. intention to discuss before the 
question is taken on this propostion, the-policy 
which has been indicated by the proposal,to se- 
lect a committee of thirteen, from the. North. and 
the South, to settle this question, upon which it is 
said that the country is divided as a sectional. 
question, but which J, for one, standing here as 
an American Senator, am unwilling to.admit.. I 
claim, sir, that these questions are to be decided 
as they present themselves, irrespective of any 
other feeling applicable to any of these proposi- 
tions, upon their own intrinsic merits. 1am at- 
terly opposed to the system of bringing together 
propositions, having no relation to each other, 
standing on considerations entirely independent 
of eaeh other, and insisting that they shall all be 
veferred together to a committee composed of 
members from different sections, and settled upon 
the principle of a mutual concession, ‘Sir, that 
is the principle of the proposition pending before 
the Senate. A 

Mr. FOOTE. Will the Senator bear with me 
for a few moments? I wish to hear him speak, 
and if the Senator will proceed with his remarks 
at the present time, I think all will listen to him 
with a great deal of pleasure. f 

Several Senators. Let us adjourn. 

Mr. BALDWIN. 1 am ready to proceed now, 
but if it is the desire of Senators I should not, E 
will move that the further consideration of the 
subject be postponed until Wednesday next. 

Mr. FOOTE. It has been intimated to me by 
gentlemen, who concur with me in the propriety of 
my motion, that after the suggestion of the Sena-. 
tor from Connecticut that he wishes to speak on 
this proposition because he offered an amendment 
to it, l am bound to yield to that, suggestion. In 
doing so, however, l appeal to the Senators on the 
other side of the chamber, that after the Senator 
from Connecticut shall have spoken next Wednes- 
day, they shall permit the vote to be taken on this 
motion. Or if gentlemen can state some earlier 
day on which they think they can agree with me 
in having the vote taken, I assure them I will 
throw no obstacle in the way. I will go with the 
Senator from Connecticut in the postponement of 
the question until Wednesday next, in order to 
give him an opportunity of being heard, with the 
understanding, I trust, that the vote shall be taken 
on that day, after the speech of the Senator, 

Mr. BALDWIN. ‘The only understanding I 
can have with the gentleman is, that it is my de- 
sire to address the Senate before this vote shall be 
taken. If others wish to address the Senate on 
the same question, after I have concluded the ob- 
servations | intend to offer, certainly by no motion 
of mine, nor by any consent of mine, will Į enter 
into any arrangement to deprive them of an oppor- 
tunity to do so. : 

The motion to postpone the further considera- 
tion of the subject until Wednesday next was then 
agreed to, a8 

And the Senate adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
SATURDAY, March 23, 1850. 
The Journal having been read, 
ORDER OF THE DAY. 
The VICE PRESIDENT stated that the Sen- 


ate bad made the resolution of the Senator from 
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Maine; [Mr.-Bradpory,] under. discussion on 
«Pharsday last, the special order for this day, at | 
twelve o’clock: The rule directed the reception of ; 
petitions, reports of committees, &c., before -the 
special orders should be taken up. Unless this 
_ usual order of business was waived by unanimous 
-consent, the Chair would proceed with the call for- 

petitions, = - ¿ : 

Mr. HUNTER suggested that the special or- | 
der be taken up by unanimous consent: 

Mr. YULEE said that he was. under the im- 
pression that there was no quorum. present, and 
therefore it was not possible for the Senate to pro- 
ceed to business. 

Mr. SMITH was of. opinion that the resolution 
of the honorable senator from Maine was made the 
order of the day at half-past twelve o’clock, and 
not at twelve o’clock. 

Several Senators. ‘It was at twelve o’clock. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair under- 
stood that the resolution was made the order of 
the day at twelve o’clock. 

Mr. SMITH preferred to proceed with his re- 
marks, if there be no objection, as it had been a 
somewhat embarrassing subject. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Florida (Mr. Yutxs] has raised an objection. 

Mr. YULEE withdrawing his objection. 

The Senate accordingly proceeded to the consid- 
eration of the following resolution, submitted by 
Mr. Brapsury: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to cause to be 
laid before the Senate, all charges which have been pre- 
ferred or filed in any of the departments against individuals į 
who have been removed from office since the fourth day of 
March last, with a specification of the eases, if any, in 
which the officers charged have had opportunity to be heard, 
aod a statement of the number of removals made under 
each department, including subordinates in the custom- 
houses and other branches of the public service. 

Mr. SMITH resumed and concluded his re- 
marks, in reply to Mr. Brapgury’s speech in 

~ Support of the resolution. [His remarks will be 
found in the Appendix.} 

Mr. S. having concluded his remarks, 

Mr. BRADBURY and Mr. SEWARD arose 
simullaneously. 

The CHAIR recognized the former. 

Mr. B. asked if it was che desire of the Senator 
from New York, [Mr. Sewarp,] or any other 
gentleman, to address the Senate on the resolu- 
tion? 

Mr. SEWARD said he had risen to ask a post- 
ponement, for the benefit of the Senator from Ten- 
nessee, (Mr. BeLL.] 

Mr. BRADBURY, with that view, moved that | 
the further consideration of the subject be post- | 
poned until Thursday next, and that it be made the 
special order for one o’clock; which was agreed to. 

Mr. B. suggested to the Senator from Con- 
necticut, [Mr. Smiry,] that when he came to 
publish his revised speech, he would, when quo- 
ting from the previous remarks made by him, 
(Mr. B.,) be particular to give his sentiments as 
uttered. 

Mr. SMITH said it was quite possible that he | 
might unintentionally have misquoted the Sena || 
tor’s language, and if so, the correction should be ʻi 
maide. i 

On motion, the Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, March 25, 1850. 
The Journal of Friday was read and approved. || 


THE DEFICIENCY BILL. i 

Mr. BAYLY rose, and said it was. very im- jj 
portant that the deficiency bill should be disposed 
of. He asked the House, therefore, by unani- 
mous consent, to take it up. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the rules 6f the House 
be suspended for the purpose he had indicated. 

The question on that motion was taken, and a 
decided in the affirmative. i 

So the rules were suspended. 
_ The House, thereupon, resumed the considera- 
tion of the bill to supply deficiencies in the appro- 
priations for the service of the fiscal year ending 
the 30th of June, 1850. 

The pending question was on seconding the 
demand for the previous question. 

And the question having been taken, there was | 
a second. 


Andthe main question (being first on agreeing 
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: James L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel 
: James G. King, Juhn A. Kin 
Matteson, McGaaghey, McK 
McQneen, Meacham, Millson, Moore, 
Nelson, Nes, Ogle, Otis, Owen, P: 
nix, Pitman, Powell, Putnam, Reed, Rockwell, Root, Rose, į 
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: Andrew Jobuson, Robert W. Joh 


| Ross, 
| Thomas, Junes Thompson, Wiltiaim Thompson, Toowbs, 
i Venabie, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Wellborn, Wentworth, 


to the amendment reported from the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and then on 
ordering the bill to be engrossed -for.a third read- 
ing) was ordered to be now taken. . © 


The SPEAKER said that the Clerk would 
report all the amendments, and that upon an Inti- 
mation by any ‘gentleman, that a separate vote 
was desired on-any one of them, that amendment 
would be excepted. v. ; i 

The amendments were then read, and those-on 
which a.separate vote had not been demanded, 
were concurred in. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR. 


Mr. JONES and Mr. HALL demanded a sep- || 


arate vote, and the yeas and nays on concurring 
in the following amendment: 
* Por saliries of chief cierk and other clerks in the office 


! of the Secretary of the Interior, from the 9th of March, 
| 1849, to the 30th. of June, 1850, the suin of $14,558 32: 


Provided, That thereafter the clerks. sbail be transferred 
from the other departments in proportion to the business 
transferred, to the Department of the Luterior, or from the 
bureaus of other deparuneuts, and nothing herein contained 
shall be construed to authorize any increase of clerical 
force in the several departments, in consequence of the 
ereation of the Department of the Interior, abuve the speci- 
fication of the law of Mareh 3d, 1849.” 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, and Mr. WENT- 


| WORTH called for the reading of the amend- 


ment, and it was read. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, stated that, 
having paired otf with Mr. Wuire on the un- 
derstanding that he (Mr. T.) should not vote until 
the return of that gentleman, he should decline 
to vote. 

The question on concurring in the said amend- 
ment was then taken, and decided in the afirma- 


| tive—yeas 93, nays 83, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Ashmun, 
Bennett, Booth, Boyd, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, 
Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, Josepa P. Caldwell, 
Calvin, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Clingman, Cole, Conger, 
Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Doty, Duer, Duncan, 


Durkee, Fowler, Freediey, Gentry, Giddings, Goodenow, į 
| Gott, Gould, Grinnel, Halloway, Hampton, faymond, 


Henry, Hilliard, Howe, Hunter, William T. Jackson, James 
L. Jonson, Julian, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, 
James G. King, Johu A. King, Horace Maun, McGauguney, 
McKissock, Finis E. McLean, McMullen, Meacham, Moore, 
Morehead, Morton, Nelson, Nes, Ogle, Ort, Otis, Owen, 
Phoenix, Pitman, Pamam, Reed, Rockwell, Root, Rose, 
Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, 
Shepperd, Silvester, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard R., Stan- 
tou, Thaddeus Stevens, Strong, Taylor, John B. Thompsonu, 
Underhill, Yau Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, Williams, Win- 
throp—93. $ 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Bay, Bayly, Beale, 
Kingham, Bissell, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Albert G. 
Brown, Wiliam J. Brown, Buel, Burt, Cartier, Cleveland, 
W. R. W. Cobb Ditumick, Disuey, Dunhaw, Featherston, 
Fitch, Fulicr, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hail, Hamilton, 
Haralson, Harlan, Thomas L. Ei , Hibba d, Hoogiand, 
Holliday, Howard, Hubbard, Iuge, James T. Jackson, 
uson, Jones, Kaulinan, 
Preston King, La Sère, Leffler, Littlefield, Joo Mann, 
Mason, McCiernand, McDonald, McDowell, Robert M. 
MeLane, McQueen, Miller, Millson, Morris, Morse, Olds, 


| Parker, Peasiee, Peck, Phelps, Potter, Powell, Robinson, 
Sweetser, | 


Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, Stetson, 
Wood, Woodward, Young—83. 
So the amendment was concurred in, 
Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, accidentally out 
of his seat, when his name was called, asked the 


unanimous consent of the House, to record his | 


vote. 
Objection was made. 
PRUSSIA AND AUSTRIA. 
Mr. McCLERNAND demanded a separate 
vote, and the yeas and nays on concurring in the 
following amendment: 


! For outfit of the minister to Prussia, §9,000 For outfit i 
: Of chargé d’affaires to Austria, $4,509.” 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 
And the question, “ Will the House concur in 


| the said amendment?” was taken and decided in 
| the affirmative—yeas 114, nays 72, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Anderson, An- 
drews, Ashmun, Averett, Bayly, Bennett, Bocock, Boyd 
Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Burt, Chester Buuer 
‘Thomas B. Buuer, Juseph P, Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, 
Chandler, Clark, Cole, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, 
Dickey, Duer, Duncan, Durkee, Alexande: Evans, Fuwler, 


Freedley, Gentry, Giddings, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grin- | 


nell, Hall, Halloway, Hampton, Haralson, Isham G. Harris 
Haymond, Hesry, Hilliard, Holliday, Howard, Howe, Hub- 
bard, Hunter, James W., Jackson, William T. Jackson, 
P. King, George G. King, 
ig, Horace Mann, Marshall, 
issock, Finis E MéLean, 
Morehead, Morton, 
arker, Peek, Phelps, Phæ- 


Rumsey, Sackett, Savage, Schenck, Schermerhorn, 
! Schooleraft, Sedden, Shepperd, Spalding, Sprague, Stanly, 
| Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Thaddeus Ste- 
| vens, Taylor, Join B. Thompson, Thurman, Underbill, 
! Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, Wellborn, Wiliams, and 
Winthrop—~114. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Bay, Bingham, Bissell, 
Booth, Bowdon, Bowlin, Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown, 
Buel, Cartter, Cleveland, W. R.W., Cobb, Coleuck, Dimwick, 
Disney, Doty, Dunham, Featherston, Fitch, Fuller Gilmore, 
Gorman, Green, Hamilton, Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, 
Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Inge, Andrew John- 
son, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Julian, Kaufman, Preston 
King, La Sére, Leffler, Littefiehl, Job Mann, Mazon, Me- 
Clernand, McDonald, McDowell, R. M. McLane, McMullen, 
: Miller, Morri, Morse, Olds, Orr, Peastee, Potter, Robinson, 
| Ross, Sawtelle, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, James 
Thompson, William Thompson, Venable, Walden, Waldo, 
Wallace, Wentworth, Wood, Woodward, and Young—72. 


So the amendment was concurred in. 
SEMINOLE INDIANS. 


Mr. BAYLY asked for a separate vote on the 
! folowing amendment, viz: Tostrike from the ap- 
| propriation providing for the removal and subsist- 
ience of the Seminole Indians, now in Florida, 
ii west of the Mississippi, the sum of $400,000, and 
| to insert $200,000. : 

| ` Mr. CARTTER asked the yeas and nays; which 
f 

l 

! 


i 
4 


i 


| were ordered. 
And the question was then taken, and decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 109, nays 75, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Alten, Anderson, Ashe, Bay, 
Bennett, Bingham, B I, Bocock, Booth, Bowlin, Boyd, 
| William J. Brown, B Burrows, Chester Butler, Cartter, 
Clark, Cleveland, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Conger, Crowel!, 
Dickey, Dimmick, Disney, Duty, Dunham, Durkee, Ed- 
mundson, Alexander Evans, Featherston, Fiteh. Fowier, 
Freediey. Fuller, Giddings, Gilmore, Goodenow, Gorman, 
Gott, Gould, Hall, Halloway, Hamilton, Harlan, Isham G., 
Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Henry, 
Hoagland, Howard, Howe, Hubbard, Hunter, Andrew John- 
son, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Julian, Kaufman, Daniel 
P. King, Preston King, Lether, Littlefield, Horace Mann, 
Job Mann, Matteson, MeClernand, McDonald, McDowell, 
MeKissock, McLanahan, Robert M. McLane, Finis E. 
| McLean, Meacham, Miller, Moore, Morris, Morse, Ogle, 
‘| Olds, Otis, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Potter, Powell, Putnam, 
l| Robinson, Rockwell, Root, Ross, Sackett, Savage, Saw- 
i| telle, Schenck, Sprague, Thaddeus Stevens, Strong, Sweet- 
| ser, Thomas, James Thompson, William Thompson, Ven- 
able, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Wentworth, Wood, Wood- 
i ward, and Young—109. 
|| NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Andrews, Ashmun, 
| Averett, Bayly, Beate, Bowdon, Breck, Briggs, Albert G. 
| Brown, Burt, Thomas B. Butler, Joseph P. Caldwell, Cal- 
vin, Casey, Chandler, Clingman, Colcoek, Cole, Corwin, 
Deberry, Duer, Duncan, Gentry, Green, Grinnell, Hamp- 
|| ton, Haralson, Haymond, Hibbard, Hilliard, Holliday, Inge, 
| James W. Jackson, Wm. T. Jackson, James L. Johnson, 
| Kerr, George G. King, James G. King, J. A. King, Marshall, 
; McGaughey, McQueen, Millson, Morehead, Morton, Nelson, 
li Nes, Orr, Owen, Parker, Phoenix, Pitman, Reed, Rose, 
i Rumsey, Schermerhor, Schoolcraft, Seddon, Silvester, 
! 

4 
| 


i 


i 


| Spalding, Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stan- 
j ton, Alexander H. Stephens, ‘Taylor, ‘Toombs, Underhill, 
| Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, Well.orn, Williams, and 
1) Winthrop—~75, 
So the amendment was agreed to. 
The amendments having been now disposed of— 
i The question recurred on ordering the bill to a 
i| third reading; and the question having been taken, 
‘| and decided in the affirmative, the bill was ordered 
to a third reading at this time. 
Mr. BAYLY moved a reconsideration of that 
vote, and that that motion be laid upon the table. 
It was so ordered. 
The bill was then read a third time by its title, 
and the question being “ Shall this bill pass ??°— 
Mr. BAYLY demanded the previous question. 
There was a.second, and the main question was 
ordered to be now taken. 
Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, asked the yeas and 
nays on the main question. 
| ‘Phe SPEAKER having counted, said there was 
f not a sufficient number in favor thereof. 
Mr. HARRIS called for tellers on the yeas and 
|| nays, (and Messrs, Cauvin and McQusen were 
i! appointed.) 
: And the question having been again taken, the 
i yeas and nays were ordered. 
|| Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, asked if the 
bill and amendments had been engrossed. 
The SPEAKER answered in the affirmative. 
A brief conversation followed. 
, Mr. JONES inquired whether it was in order to 
: call for the reading of the bill as engrossed. 
| The SPEAKER said the bill had been already 
:! read a third time. 
Mr. JONES said, only by the title, not through. 
The SPEAKER was understood to say, that 
he reading of the bill by the title the third time, 
| was such a reading as was contemplated by the 
i rules of the House. 
The question, “Shall this bill pass?’ was then 
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~ taken; and decided in ‘the 
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affirmative—yeas 140, 
nays 44, as follows: ` 


:YEAS—Messrš. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Anderson, 
Andrews, Ashmun, Averett; Bayly, Beale, Bennett, Booth, ` 
Boyd, Breck, Briggs, Burrows, Burt, Chester Butter, Thomas 
B. Butler, E. Carrington Cabell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, 
Cartter, Casey, Chandier, Clark, Cleveland, Clingman, Col- 
cock, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, 
Dickey, Dimmick, Doty, Duer, Duncan, Durkee, Feather- 
ston, Fitch, Fowler, Freedley, Fuller, Gentry, Gilmore, 
Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Green, Grinnell, Hall, Halloway, 
Hampton, Haralson, Harlan, Daymond, Henry, Hibbard, 
Hilliard, Holliday, Howard, Howe, Hunter, James W. 
Jackson, Win. T. Jackson, James L. Johnston, Julian, Kerr, 
Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. King, John A. 
King, La Sére, Leffler, Liwlefield, Horace Mann, Marshalt, 
Mason; Mattrson, McDowell, McGaughey, McKissock, Finis 
E. McLean, Meacham, Millson, Moore, Morehead, Morris, 
Nelson, Nes, Ogte, Orr, Otis, Owen, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, 
Phelps, Phenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Rockwell, Root, 
Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Sawtelle, Schenck, Schermerhorn, 


~ Schooleraft,Seddon, Shepperd, Silvester, Spatding, Sprague, 


Sranly, Frederick P, Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Thad- 
deus Stevens, Stetson, Strong, Taylor, James Thompson, 
John B. Thompson, William Thompson, Toombs, ‘Tuck, 
Underhit!, Van Dyke, Vinton, Walden, Waldo, Watkins, 
Wellborn, Williams, Winthrop, and Wood ward—140. 
NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Bingham, Bissell, Bo- 
cock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Albert G. Brown, Buel, Williamson 
R. W. Cobb, Disney, Edmundson, Gorman, Hamilton, Isham 
G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thos. L. Harris, Hoagland, 
Hubbard, Inge, Andrew Jolson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, 
Kaufman, Preston King, Job Maun, McLanahan, Robert M. 
MeLane, McQueen, Miller, Olds, Potter, Powell, Robinson, 


_ Ross, Savage, Sweetser, Thomas, Venable, Wallace, Went- 
Worth, Wilmot, Wood, and Young—44. 


_ So the bill was passed. 


‘ Mr. BAYLY moved a reconsideration of the 
vote, and that that motion be Jaid upon the table. 

The question was taken, and decided in the af- 
firmative, without a division. 

So. the motion to reconsider was laid upon the 
table. ? 

And the bill stands passed. 


` Mr. BAYLY moved that the rules be suspend- 


‘ed, and that the House resolve itself into Com- 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

“The motion was agrecd to. 

‘The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, pre- 
sented certain depositions which had been trans- 
mitted to him, in relation to the case of contested 
election, from Iowa. 

The depositions were referred to the Committee 
on Elections. 

CALIFORNIA. 


The House then again resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Boyn, of Kentucky, in the chair,) and resumed 
the consideration of the special message of the 


‘President of the United States, transmitting the 


constitution of California, and of the bill hereto- 
fore introduced by Mr. Dory, providing for her 
admission as a State into the Union. 

Mr. THURSTON was entitled to the floor, and 
addressed the committee during the allotted hour, 
in favor of the admission of California as a State 
into the Union with her present constitution and 
boundaries. defined therein. [His speech will be 
published in the Appendix.] 

Mr. BRECK nextaddressed the committee, upon > 
the slavery question. He argued in favor of the 
settlement of the entire question—in favor of the 
admission of California—and of providing terri- 
torial governments for the other territories, and of 
leaving the question of slavery therein to the Su- 
preme Court, and the people of the territories, 
when they shall have the political right to act. 
{His speech will be published Appendix.] 

Mr. B. having concluded, 

Mr. HARRIS, of Hlinois, obtained the floor, 
but yielded to a motion that the committee rise. 

The motion having been agreed to— 

The committee rose and reported progress. 


WIDOW OF THE LATE. GENERAL WORTH. 
Mr. FEATHERSTON asked the House, by 


unanimous consent, to take up the biil from the 
Senate, granting a pension to the widow of the 
late Major-General Worth. 

Mr. JONES objected. 

Mr. FEATHERSTON moved that the rules of 
the House be suspended, for the purpose of taking 
up said bill. . 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, desired (he 
said) to put a question to the gentleman from 
Mississippi, (Mr. Fearnersron,] which would 
determine his (Mr. T.’s) course. Did the gentle- 
man intend to propose to pass the bill, or merely 
to’ move its reference to a committee? 


Mr. FEATHERSTON said he desired that the 
bill should be put upon its passage. 
ae THOMPSON said that he should. then 
object. 
Mr. FEATHERSTON said he would state, for 
the satisfaction of the House. : f 
The SPEAKER interposed? ahd said that, on 
a motion to suspend the rules, no remarks were 
in order. 
Mr. FEATHERSTON. I merely desire to 
state a fact. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman may state it 
by unanimous consent, 
Objection was made. : 
A motion was made that the House adjourn. 
Bat the House refused to adjourn. 
The question then recurred on the suspension 
of the rules. 
Mr. JONES. I ask the yeasand nays. You 
will not give it to the soldiers who died, and I will 


| not give it to the officers. 


The yeas and nays were refused. 

The question recurred on the motion to suspend 
the rules, and, being taken, the vote stood— 
ayes 79, noes 34. 

No quorum voting— 

Thereupon, the House adjourned. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. WENTWORTH gave notice of his intention to in- į 


troduce a bill, to grant an additional section of lauds in each 
towuship in Linois, for the use of schools. 


PETITIONS, &e. 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees: f 

By Mr. FREEDLEY: The petition of Jesse J, Maris and 
42 others, citizeus of Delaware county, Pennsylvania, ask- 
ing for the establishment ofan Agricultural bureau. 

By Mr. CONGER: The petition of 142 citizens of Brutus, 


Also, the pe 
New York, for the same. 


Also, the petition of 73 citizens of the same place, to se- | 


cure to alleged fugitives, the right of trial by jury. 

Also, the petition of 148 citizens of Brutus, Cayuga county, 
New York, for the same. 

Also, the petition of 150 citizens of the same place, against 
the admission of more slave States into the Union, 

By Mr. MEACHAM: The petition from J. B. Rockwell 
and 64 clectors of Cornwall, Vermont, and A. Hurd and 
40 students of Middlebury College, against the admission of 
slave States. 

Also, the petitions from J. B. Rockwell and 63 electors of 
Cornwall, Vermont, and A. Hurd and 50 students in Mid- 
dlebury College, for protection of freedom in the territories, 

Also, the petitions from 60 electors of Cornwall, Ver- 
mont, and A. Hurd and 63 students of Middlebury Col- 
lege, and E. D. Culver and 50 electors in the State of New 
York, for the repeal of laws supporting slavery in the Dis- 
triet of Columbia. 

Atso, the petition from 50 electors of Cornwall, Ver- 
mont, and 87 students of Middivbury College, and from 
50 electors of the State of New York, for securing fugitive 
slaves the right of trial by ju 


By Mr. FITCH: The petition of T. P. Whitehead and 36 | 


other citizens of La Porte county, Indiana, asking a reduc- 
tion of postage to Lwo cents per half ounce on prepaid mat- 
ter. 

Also, the petition of Evans and Meeks, of Chicago, H- 
linois, praying that exchange scientific pamphlets and pa- 


pers be transmitted by mail free of postage, as in the case of `| 


exchange newspapers. 
t By Mr. MOORE: A memorial from the Board of Trade of 
Philadelphia, askiug a reduction of the present rates of 
postage. ; 

By Mr. LIV PTLEPIELD: The petition of Samuel Cordis, 
and others, for sceuring the right of trial by jury to alleged 
fugitives. 


Also, the petition of the same, for the establishment of | 


freedom in the territories. : 
Also, the petition of the same, for the repeal of ali Jaws for 


the support of slavery and the slave trade in the District of | 


Columbia. 


Also, the petition of same, against the admission of any | 
> p 


more slave States into the Union. 


By Mr. GREEN: Three petitions, signed hy citizens of ; 


Clark and Lewis counties, Missouri, praying Congress to 
provide additional remedies and facilities concerning the 
reclamation of fugitive slaves, in accordance with the true 
spirit and meaning of the Constitution of the United State 

By Mr. ROCKWELL: The petition of Owen & Hurl- 
bart, and 41 otber citizens of South Lee, Massachusetts, for 
one cent postage on newspapers, and two cent postage on 
prepaid letters not exceeding half ounce weight, and other 
corresponding reforms. 

By Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania: The petition of eiti- 
zens of Pennsylvania, remonstrating against the further e: 
tension of the patent for Woodworth’s planing machine, 
aud asking the repeal of the act of the 26th of February, 
1845, extending said patent. 

By Mr. BUTLER, of Connecticut: The petition of 
Ephraim Lymon and 80 others, citizens and electors of Ply- 


tition of 80 citizens of Scott, Cortland county, | 


mouth, Connécticut, praying Congress: to pass ‘a Jaw: secur- 
ing the privilege of atrial by jury to-alleged fugitive slaves. 

By Mr. CONRAD: The memorial of sundry merchants 
of New Orleans, praying for the establishment of a regular 
weekly mail communication between New Orleans:and the 
ports of Mexico. i jirak s 

By Mr. REED: The petition of William Scott and:39 
others, electors of Periusylvania, praying the repeal. of ‘all 
laws sanctioning slavery, or the slave trade, inthe District 
of Columbia, and, in the event of" their non-repeal, that the 
seat of government be removed to some more suitable loga- | 
tion. 
| Also, the petition of William Scott and 38 others, electors 
of Pennsylvania, praying that no State be hereafter admitted: < 
into the Union, unless slavery shat! be prohibited by its Con- 

i} stitution. h i 

By Mr. HENRY: The petition of William F. Manlyand 
120 others, citizens of Pittsford, Rutland county, Vernont, 
that no State be hereafter adıinitted into the Union, whose 
constitution does not prohibit slavery. 

By Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania: The petition: of 
James Geer, for compensation on account of services ren- 
dered by his father, Roger Geer, in the revolutionary war, 

Also, a petition of citizens of Pennsylvania, for a- mail- 
route from Caledonia post office to Edemars,in said county, - 

Also, a memorial of the Bar, at Ballimore, in regard to 
the United States court-room. 3 

By Mr. JULIAN: The petition of 74 citizens of the town 
and vicinity of Greensboro’, in Henry connty, Indiana, pray- 
ing the reduction of postage to the rates of two-cents per 
half ounce on all prepaid letters, and one cent on each 
newspaper. 

By Mr. WILMOT: A petition, signed by 40° citizens of 
the State of New York, praying for the establishment ofa 
tri-weekiy mail-route from Leroysville, in Pennsylvania, 
| through Warren and Windhain, to Sinithboro’, in the State 
of New York. 

Also, a petition, signed by 28 citizens of Susquetianna 

county, Pennsylvania, praying that no State herearter be 
admitted into the Union, unless slavery be expressly. pro- 
hibited by the constitution of such State. 
i! By Mr. BOWE: ‘The petition of Robert Russell and 70 
others, officers and soldiers (and their descendants) of thë 
war of 1812, and citizens of the county of Beaver, Penn- 
sylvania, praying Congress to make just provision for that 
class of citizens. 

Also, the petition of James R. Henry and 40 others, citi- 

i zens of Crawford county, Penusylvania, praying Congress 
to repeal all laws sanctioning slavery and the slave trade in 
the District of Columbia, 

Also, one of the same import from James Trimble and 80 
Others, citizens of Crawlord county, Pennsylvania, 

1) Also, the petition of John MeFann and 45 others, citizens 
fi of Crawford county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress tò 
|| aboli-h slavery and the slave trade in all the territories bes 
i lunging to the United States. : i 

\ 
| 
| 
| 


’ 
Also, one of the same import from James Donaldson and 
83 others, citizens of Mercer county, Pennsylvania. 
Also, the petition of S. A. MeGean and 27 others, citizens 
of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress to avert 


i the evils of war by submitting all national disputes to a con- 
| gress of nations of arbitrament. 

i Also, the petition of William Henry and 45 others, citi- 
| zens of Crawford county, Peunsylvania, praying Congress 
| to give fngitive slaves the right of trial by jury. 

į _ Also, the petition of James Trimble and TY others, citi- 
i zens of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress 
upon the same subject. $ 

Also, the petition of Charles M. Hopkins and 823 others, ` 
citizens of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress 
|| to admit no State hereafter into the Union unless vie con+ 
stitution of such State chal} expressly prolbit the existence 
of slavery. within its limits.“ je : 

Also, the petition of William Henry and 50 others, citi- 
zens of Crawford county Pennsylvania, upon the same 
subject. " 

By Mr. PRESTON KING: The petition of 104 citizens 
of St. Lawrence county, New York, asking that the amount 
of duties in the tarift of 1846 be made specifie instead of ud 
| valorem on iron. 

Also, the memorial of citizens of Ogdensburg, New York, 
jj against extending Woodworth’s planing machine patent, 
ii and asking a repeal of the act of 1845. 

| Also, the petilion ofa targe number of citizens of Btmira, 
| 

i 


| Chemung county, New York, against the admission of any 
more slave States into the Union, 

Also, from the same, for a repeal of all laws enacted or 
| adopted by Congress tor the support of slavery in the Dis- 
| trict of Coluinbt 
| Also, from the same, for the establishment and protection 
| of freedom in the territories of the United States. 

Also, from the same, against the delivery of fugitives with- 
i out a trial by jury. 

Also, the petition of 90 electors of the town of Granby, 
Oswego county, New York, to prohibit slavery in all terri- 
tories of the United States. 

Also, from the same, against the admission of any more 
slave States. A ; 

Also, from the same, against the delivery of fagitives with- 
outa trial by jy. 2 i ie 

Also, from the same, to abolish slavery in the District of 
Columbia, or to’ remove the capital. 5 

Also, the petition of citizens of Otsego county, New York, 
for the repeal of ‘all Jaws enacted or adopted by Congress for 
the support of slavery in the District of Columbia. 

Also, from the same, against the admission of any more 
i slave States into the Union. . : 
Also, from the saine, for the establishment and protection 
| of freedom in the territories of the United States. 

Also, from the same, to secure fugitives the right of trial 
by jury. 

Also, the petition of inhabitants of Lewis county, New 
York, for cheap postage. 

Also, the petition of 150 electors of Volney, Oswego 
county, New York, to prohibit slavery in the ferritories. 

Also, trom the same, to prohibit slavery in the District of 
Columbia, or remove the capital. 

Also, from the same, to establish the claim of fugitives to 
| trial by Jury. 
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from. the same,.against any more-slave States. 
the petition of inhabitants of Scipio, New. York, 
more slave. States. 

‘Atso, the petition of D: M. McLueblan and other citizens 
of Vienna, New York, for the establishment and protection. 
of freedom in the territories in the United States. 

Algo, from the same, against any more slave States... 

Also, from. the same, to secure the right of trial by jury to 
fugitives. 

Also, fromthe same, for the repeal of all Jaws enacted by 
Congréas for the support of slavery.in the District of Co 
Jumbia- 

Also, the petition of citizens of Wyoming county, N 
York, against any more slave States. 


Also, 
Also, 
against.any 


ew 


Algo, from the same, for the repeal of laws enacted or | 


adopted by Congress for the support of slavery in. the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. — ee ee $ 

Also, from the same, for freedom in the territories. 

Also, from the. same, to secure to fugitives the. right of 
trial by jury. aoe g 

By Mr. SAWTELLE ; The petition of Rufus Fvisom and 
39 others, citizens of Cornville, in the county of Somerset 
and State of Maine, praying Congress to pass a law,,estab- 
lishing a uniform rate of postage not to exceed one cent on 
newspapers, aud two cents on prepaid letters, of half an 
ounce, for all distances, and for other corresponding re- 
forms. 

Also, the petition of Stephen Weston and 90 others, citi- 
zens of Madison, iu the county of Somerset and State of 
Maine, praying that no State be hereafter admitted into the 
Union, unless the Constitution of such State shall expressly 
prohibit the existence of slavery within its limits. 

Also, the petition of H. P, Pratt and 59 others, citizens of 
Skowhegan and vicinity, in the. State of Maine, praying 
Congress to establish the rate of postage on prepaid letters at 
two cents per half ounce, and the postage on newspapers may 
be so altered that papers may go free to any distance within 
thirty mites from the place of publication, and papers sent 
through the mails over thirty miles and not out of the State 
one cent, and out of the State one and a half cents. 

Also, the petition of Josiah Harmon and 50 others, citizens 
and electors of Thorndike, in the county of Waldo, in the 
State of Maine, praying that no State be hereafter admitted 
into the Union unless the constitation of such State shall 
expressly prohibit the existence of slavery within its limits, 

Also, the petition of the same, praying that slavery and 
the slave trade may be expressly 
gress in all the territories of the United States. 

’ Also, the. petition of the same, prayiug that provision be 
made by law, that whenever a person shall be arrested as a 
fugitive slave in any State other that in which he is alleged 
to be held to service, he shall not be delivered to the claim- 
ant, or his agent, except un the finding of the jury that he is 
tlie slave of the Claimant, 


Also, the petition of the same, praying forthe repeal of all | 


laws cnacted by Congress, by which slavery or the slave 
trade is authorized, or sanctioned in the city of Washing- 
ton, or the District of Columbia, and in the event of the 
non-repeal, that the seat of the National Guvernment may 
be removed to some more suitable location. 

By. Me MATTESON : The petition of Daniel Smith, jr., 
and 14 others, citizens of Lee, Oneida county, New York, 
praying for a uniform reduction of postage to iwo cents on 
prepaid letters weighiug leas than halfan ounce. 

Also, the petition of John Masterson and 19 others, citi- 
zens of the same place, for the same purpose, 

Also, the petition of Moses T. White and 22 others, citi- 
zens of the same place, for the same purpose. 

Also, the petition of David J. Millard, Frederick Hollister, 
aud 34 others, citizens of Clayville, in the same county, for 
the same purpose. 

Also, the petition of W. C. Churchill! and 20 others, citi- 
zens ol Utiea, in the same county, for the same purpose. 

Also, the petition of Isaiah ‘Tiffany and 9 others, citizens 
of the same place, for the same purpose, 

Aiso, the petition of George W. Wood and 180 others, 
citizens of Oneida county, New York, praying a repeal of 
the law granting an extension of Woodworth’s patent for a 
planing machine. 

Also, the petition of Owen Richards and 85 others, citi- 
zeus of Utica, Oneida county, New York, praying that ‘no 


rohibited by aci of Con- | 


State shall be hereatter admitted into the Union, unless j 


the constitution of said State shall expressly prohibit the 
existenee of shivery within its limits.” 

Atsa, the petition of W. G. Miller and 75 others, citizens 
of the same place, for the same purpose. 

Also, the petition of Job Parker and 60 others, citizens of 
the same place, for the same purpose. 

Atso, the petition of Wesley Bailey and 70 others, citizens 
of the same place, for the same purpose, 


Also, the petition of Gaorge Graham and 235 citizens, | 


elect irs of Whitestown,in the same county, lor the same 
purpose. 

Also, the petition of Nathaniel F. Edgerton and 235 citi- 
zens, electors of he same place, for the same purpose, 

Also, the petition of Reuben Hough and 233 citizens, elec- 
tors ofthe same place, for the same purpose. 

Also, the petition of Miah Hobby and 235 others, citizens 
and eleetors of the same connty, for the same purpose. 

By Mr. HAMILTON.’ The petition of the protessors of 
St. Jawes’s Coitege, Maryland, for arcduction of postage. 

Also, the petition of the students of the same college, for 
the same purpose, 

By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of D. B. Hadley, A. 
B, Berry; aud others, citizens of Akron, Ohio, praying for 
the abolitiod of slavery in the District of Coluimbia. 


By Mr. HAMPTON: The petition of suadry citizens of | 


Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, praying for the sale of a certain lot 
of ground, situated in said city, belonging to the United 
States; and for the erection of a suitable building for the 
post office, custom-house, United States courts, &e. 

-By Mr. ANDREWS: ‘The petition of W. H. Bingham and 
37 others, citizens of Clintonville, New York, for the repeal 
ofall laws enacted or adopted by Congress for the support 
of stavery fn the District of Columbia. us 

Algo, the petition of L. D. Gay and 47 others, citizens of 
the same place, to secure to alleged fugitives the right of 

itiabby jury, i 


Also, the petition of L, B. Gay and 49 others, citizens ef |! 


T 
] 
j 
| 
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| : : ee 
any bill which passes Congress relating to fugitive 


the same. piace, for the establishment and protection of 
freedom in the territories of the United States. i 

‘Also, the petition of L. D. Gay and 49 others, citizens of 
the.same-place, against the admission of more slave States 
into the Union. i : 

By Mr. GREEN : Three petitions, signed :by citizens of 
Clark and Lewis counties, Missouri, praying Congress to | 
provide additional remedies and facilities: for the reclama- 
lion of fagitive slaves, iif accordance with the true spirit and 
meaning ofthe Constitution of the United States. 

By.Mr. CALVIN: A petition of Thomas Dasher and 61 
other citizens of Biair county, Pennsylvania. ii 

Also, the pètition of A. McCallister; and 75 other citi- 
zens of the same county. 

Also, the petition of Jonathan Facht and 50 others, from 
the same county. 

Also, the petition of 
the same county. 

Also, the petition of Samuel R. Schumeker, and 32 others, 
ofthe same county. 

Also, the petition of Washington Givter and 17 others, of 
the same county. 

Also, the petition of A. G. Curtin, and 160 others, citi- 
zens of Centre county, Pennsylva.ta. i 

Also, the petition of William R. Alexander and 75 others, 
citizens of the same county. 

Also, the petition of Ludwick Kurtz and 44 others, citi- 
zens Of the same county. 

Also, the petition of David Edmistan. and §} others, citi- 
zens of the saine county. 

Also, the petition of John Watson and 46 others, citizens 
of Huntingdon county, Pennsylvania. 

Also, tie petition of John Potter and 62 others, citizens 
of the same county. 

Also, the petition of General S. M, Green and 38 others, 
citizens of tle same county 

Also, the petition of William Caldewood and 151 others, 
citizens of Clarion county, Pennsylvania—all praying Con- 
gress to modify the tarif of 1846, so as Lo afford protection 
to the greatiron interests of Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. MANN, of Massachusetts: The petition of W. W. 
Cosby aud 72 others, citizens of Russell, Massachusetts, 
praying (or cheap postage. 

Atso, the petition of Seth B. Cushing and 51 others, 
citizens.of Hingham, Massachusetts, for the same object. 

Also, the petition of Lyman Gilbert and 16 others, citi- 
zens of Newton, Massachusetts, for the same object. 

Also, the petition of R. L. Storrs and 52 others, citizens 
of Braintree, Massachusetts, for the same object. 

Also, ihe petition of the Mayor, Aldermen and Common 
Council, of the city of Roxbury, Massachusetts, for the 
same object. 

Also, three petitions of Edward Russell and UL others, 
citizens of Sandwich, Massachusetis, praying, respectively, 
for the abolition of slavery and the slave-trade in the Dis 

trict of Columbia, and in all the territories of the United 
States; and that no more slave States be admitted into the 
Union. 

By Mr. BUTLER, of Connecticut: The memorial of Wil- 
lian S. Bootun and 47 others, citizens of Norwalk, Con- 
necticut, praying that no new State be admitted unless its 
constitution exelude slavery. 

Also, of the same, praying a trial 
rested fugitive slaves, 

Also, of the same, praying that slavery and the slave 
trade, be prohibited in the territoiies of the United States. 

By Mr. BOYD: The memorial of D, Matthews and 
others, in favor of Cheap postage. 

By Mr. ASH The petition of the citizens of Fayette- 
ville, North Carolina, praying for the completion of whe 
North Carolina arsenal. 

Also, the memorial of citizens of Onslow county, North 
Carolina, asking an appropriation to remove obstructions at 
the mouth of New river, aud to establish a port of entry at 
the town of Jacksonville. 

By Mr. DURKEE: The petition of Wilder Dearborn and 
185 others, citizens of Chelsea, in the State of Vermont, 
asking (or the establishment and protection of freedom in 
the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of ‘Chomas S. Hubbard and 182 others, 
citizens of the same place, asking for the repeal of all kaws 
enacted or adopted by Congress, tor the support of slavery 
in the District of Columbia. 

Aiso, the petition of L. Bacon and 188 otters, citizens of | 
the same place, asking 10 secure to alleged fugitives, the 
rightof trial by jury. f 

‘Also, the petition of Levi B. Vilas and 191 cthers, eiti- 
zens of the same place, against the admission of any more 
slave States into the Union, 

Also, the petition of Lucius Foote aud 73 others, citizens 
of the State of Wisconsin, asking for the redaction of post- 
age lo two cents, On each letter. 

Also, the petition of Lucius Foote and65 others, citizens 
of Delavan, in the Stare of Wisconsin, asking for the es- 
tablishment of “stipulated arbitration, ? or Congress of 
nations for the settiement of iuteruational affairs. 


Charles Haines and 23 others, of 


by jury in favor of ar- 


S 


IN SENATE, 
Mownpay, March 25, 1850. 
Mr. SEWARD presented a petition, signed by | 
one hundred and forty-two citizens and electors of | 
the town of Alvany, New York, asking that in 


slaves, the following scriptural clause may be in- 
serted: ** Thou shalt not deliver uato his master | 


electors of the town. of Albany, in the State of 
New York, asking that slavery and the siave-tradé 
may be expressly prohibited. by act of Congress 
in all the territories of the United States. 

Also, of one hundred and forty-two citizens apd 
electors of Albany, New York, against the admis- 
sion of any. more slave States into the Union. 

Also, of one hundred and forty-two citizens and 
voters of the same town and State, asking that the 
right of trial by jury may be secured to alleged 
fugitive slaves. 

‘Allof which were received, and ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Also, of citizens of Moravia, in the State of 
New York, asking that the right of habeas corpus 
may be secured to every person in the United 
States who is deprived of bis liberty under pre- 
tence of his being property; which was received, 
and ordered to lie on the table. * 

Also, a petition of citizens and voters of Wash- 
ington county, in the State of New York; also, 
of citizens and voters of Erie and Cattaraugus 
counties, in the same State; also, of’ citizens and 
voters of the city of Aubùrn, Cayuga county, New 
York; also, two petitions of citizens and voters 
of the town of Stockbridge, Madison county, New 
York, all praying that slavery may be expressly 
prohibited by act of Congress; which several pe- 
titions were received, and ordered to Jie on the 
table. 

Also, two petitions of citizens and legal voters 
of Stockbridge, Madison county, New York; also, 
one of citizens and legal voters of the town of 
Auburn, Cayuga county, New York; also, one 
of citizens and legal voters of Erie and Catta- 
raugus counties, New York, all praying that the 
right of trial by jury may be extended to fugitive 
slaves; which several petitions were received, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, two petitions of citizens and legal voters 
of Stockbridge, Madison county, New York; also, 
one of citizens and legal voters of Erie and Cat- 
taraugus counties, New York; also, one of citi- 
zens and legal voters of Washington county, New 
York; also, one of citizens and legal voters of 
Scott, Courtland county, New York; also, one 
of citizens and legal voters of Auburn, Cayuga 
county, New York, all praying that no State may 
hereafter be admitted into the Union whose con- 
stitution does not expressly prohibit slavery within 
its limits; all of which were received, and ordered 

to lie on the table. 

Also, two petitions from citizens and legal voters 
of Stockbridge, Madison county, New York; also, 
one from citizens and legal voters of Albany, 
Albany county, New York; also, one from citi- 
zens and legal voters of the town of Scott, Court- 
land county, New York; also, one from citizens 
and legal voters of the counties of Cattaraugus 
and Erie, New York; also, one from citizens and 
legal voters of the city of Auburn, Cayuga county, 
New York, all praying that slavery and the 
slave-trade may be abolished in the District of 
Columbia, or in default thereof, that the seat of 
government may be removed to some more suitable 
place; all of which were received, and ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Also, a petition from citizens of Stockbridge, 
asking the adoption of measures for the adjust- 
ment of international difficulties; which was re- 
i ferred to the Committee ov Foreign Relations, 


RESOLUTIONS OF A STATE LEGISLATURE, 


Mr. MILLER presented resolutions of the Le- 
| gislature of the State of New Jersey; which were 
read, as follow: 

Resolved, ‘That the Union of the States is of inestimable 
value tothe people of New Jersey, to America, and the 
eause of civil liberty throughout the world. 

Resolved, That the advice of the iminortal Washington, 
in his farewell address to the people of the United States, to 
avoid sectional divisions and animesities, and to frown in- 
dignantly npon any attempt to alienate one seetion of the 
country from another, is deserving of profound respect aud 
veneration from all patriotic citizens; and that no existing 
circumstances will warrant our disregard and non- observ- 
ance of that advice at the present time. 

Resolved, That we view with regret the systematic at- 


i 


t the servant which is escaped from his master unto j 
t thee. He shail dweil with thee, even among you, || 
t in that place which he shall choose in one of thy 
t gates where it likeih him best; thou shalt not op- 
‘t press him,” (Deuteronomy, ch. 23, v. 15, 16.) i 
This, says the petition, is not typical, but moral i 
f 
j! 


on the table. 


law. ‘The petition was received, and ordered to he 
o citizens and | 


Also, of one hundred and forty-tw 


tempts of many misguided persons to alienate one section 
of our country froin another; and that New Jersey, the bat- 
de-ground of the Revolution, deprecates any action, in Con- 
gress or elsewhere, which may have any such tendency, or 
serve to endanger the union of the States. 

Resolved, That our Senators and Representatives in Con- 
gress are hereby requestcd to vote on all qaustions of a sec- 
tional character in such a manner, consistent with a rigid 
construetion of the Constitution, a3 will have a tendency to 
allay any geographical animosities which may exist, and 
promote the cause of harmony in our national eouneds, 


"1850. 


The resolutions were ordered to lie on the table, 
and be printed. . 

Also, resolutions from, the same, requesting the 
Senators and Representatives in Congress to urge 
the settlement of the claims of Captain William 
Napton, a citizen of New Jersey, against the 
United States, for compensation for clothing and 
subsistence, furnished to a, company of New 
Jersey volurfteers, enlisted by him for. the Mexi- 
can war; which were. referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

Mr. DAYTON presented a petition of citizens 
of New Jersey, asking the establishment of an 
additional collection district in that State; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. MORTON presented a memorial from the 
register and receiver of the land-office at St. 
Augustine, Florida, asking to be allowed commis- 
sions on entries of lands under military bounty 
land warrants; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. : 

Also, a memorial from James J. Stark, a settler 
under the act of 1842, for the armed occupation of 
Fast Florida, asking that a patent: may be issued 
for the lands settled by him; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented a petition of citizens 
of Newcastle and its vicinity, in Maine, asking a 
reduction of the rates of postage; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post-Office and 
Post Roads. 

Also presented, a petition of merchants, ship- 
owners, and others, citizens of Portland, Maine, 
and a petition of the Portland Marine Society, 
asking the completion of the breakwater and the 
erection of a light-house in the harbor of Port- 
land; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, presented a peti- 
tion of citizens of Brown county, Wisconsin, 
asking a grant of Jand for the construction of a 
road from Green Bay, in that State, to St. Paul’s, 
in Minnesota Territory; which was referred to the 

. Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. CASS presented a memorial of citizens of 
Indiana, asking that bounty lands may be granted 
to the officers and soldiers who served in the last 
war with Great Britain, and the several Indian 
wars; which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. CHASE presented a resolution of the Le- 
gislature of Ohio, in favor of a law reducing the 
price of the public lands in the State of Ohio, and 
confining the sales of such lands to actual settlers 
in quarter section tracts; which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. FELCH presented a petition of citizens of 
Kalamazoo, Michigan, asking a reduction of the 
rates of postage to two cents on all prepaid letters 
not exceeding half an ounce. 

Mr. CLEMENS presented six petitions of citi- 
zens of Alabama, asking that the office of chaplain 
in the public service may be abolished. He said, 
I present them, but I take occasion to say, that I 
think them a great humbug. 1 prefer the right of 
instruction to the right of petition. The petitions 
were then referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

Mr. WEBSTER. Mr. President, if the Senate 
will indulge me, L wish to make afew remarks on 
a matter personal to myself. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there is no ob- 
jection, the Senator from Massachusetts will be 
heard. The Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. WEBSTER. Some persons, sir, are edi- 
fying the Senate and the House, and | suppose 
the country, by sending round a little scrap of 
paper, with my name at the top of it, and quoting 


from a speech delivered by me, in.my place here, , 


in 1848, if I mistake not, in which I said that “ my 
‘opposition to the increase of slavery in this coun- 
‘try, or to the increase of slave representation in 
‘Congress, 18 general and universal. It has no 
‘reference to the lines of latitude, or the points of 
‘the compass. f shall oppose all such extension, 
‘and all such increase, in all things, under all cir- 
s cumstances, even against all inducements, against 
t all combinations, against all compromises.—Dan- 
«iel Webster, 1843.7. 

I believe the passage has 
Senate, 


been quoted in the 


| Senate then, either does not understand the subject, 


| No man can show any such inconsistency. 
| never voted for any increase of slavery, or slave 


| others, that there is a particle of difference be- 


| into the Union 


Mr. DAWSON. _ Ithas. : 

Mr. WEBSTER. I undertake to say, that any 
body who quotes that speech, for the purpose of. 
showing any inconsistency between the sentiments 


Thold now, and those which i addressed to the 


oris not candid. - Thère is no inconsistency. There 
is no inconsistency whatever, between anything 
which I ever said in the Senate, and the speech 
which I addressed to the Senate a fortnight. ago. 
lLhave 


territory; but I have said, that | will stand to the 
plighted faith of the Government; and if others 
have bound the Government by particular stipula- 
tions, I shall not set up my own individual opinion 
upon the constitutionality of the law creating those 
pledges tis not the part of a statesman so to 
act; it is not the part of a member of Congress so 
to act; and lastly, itis not the part of an intelli- 
gent and honest man So to act. 

1 repeat, sir, that there is not a man in the coun- 


try, here or elsewhere, of candor and intelligence, | 


that can see for himself, and that will suggest to 


tween the remarks which 1 addressed to the Sen- 
ate here some fortnight or ten days ago, and any- 
thing that was, either in 1848, or at any other time, 
or in any other place, spoken by me on this sub- 
ject; and the man who says there is, | repeat, is 
either not intelligent or not candid. 

Mr. HALE. l read the quotation in the re- 
marks I made to the Senate the other day, cer- 
tainly under no feeling of want of respect for the 
distinguished Senator from Massachusetts, and 
without expressing any opinion as to whether 
this is a discrepancy between the sentiments he |i 
advocated in 1848, and those which he advocates 
now. I made no assertion of that sort; I merely 
read the quotation, and left the country to judge 
of that question. The honorable Senator thinks 
that if there are any persons who see discrepan- 
cies, they are either wanting in candor or wanting 
in intelligence. Now, however any one would 
shrink from, so severe a censure, coming from 
such a quarter, I will say, being thus challenged, 
that to my mind the difference 1s a very great one. 
It should be remembered, that the resolutions of | 
1845, which the honorable Senator thinks have | 
bound the plighted faith of this Government to j 
admit four new slave States out of the ‘Territory 
of Texas, had already passed in 1848, and had as 
much binding force in 1848 as they have in 1850, 
and yet, if | understand the remarks made by the | 
honorable Senator in 1848, his opposition to the 
increase of slavery in the country was general and 
universal, without qualification, “against all in- 
‘ducements, all combinations, and, all compro- |! 
: mises.” But, sir, the two speeches are before the 
country, and no assertion that ] can make, and no 
denial that anybody else can make, ean blind the 
common sense of the country to what they mean. 
If there is no discrepancy, the honorable Senator 
will seem to be right; if there be a discrepancy, it | 
is for the country to judge of it; but in the re- | 
marks which | made, } gave the quotation, with- 
out stating whether there was a discrepancy or 
not. 

Mr. WEBSTER. If the honorable member 
did not make that quotation for the purpose of 
uttering or intimating a suggestion that there was 
an inconsistency, 1 cannot conceive for what pur- 
pose he did make it, He may—he may; bat Iji 
cannot see the object of his remark. Why, what 
is there that | have said since 1848? Any fair; 
interpretation of my remarks in 1848 would mean, |; 


and can only mean, that 1 would be accessory to |; 


bringing in no new slave territory into the Union, 
and 1 have not been. lt cannot be fairly construed 


to mean that | would seek to undo what Congress || 
has done, to oppose my own opinion to the law of |} 


the land and the Constitauon of the country. 

Sir, l have always said, and done whatever I 
could, to resist the acquisition of slave territory. 
1 voted against the war, because that war was made 
in order to obtain, by conquest, slave territory. t 
voted against the treaty, because that treaty was 
made for the purpose of bringing slave territory 
How did the member from. New 
Hampshire vote on the ratification of the treaty? 

Mr. HALE. [voted forit. . 

Mr. WEBSTER. Isupposed he did, so I do 
not stand upon the same ground with him.in that 
respect, -Į voted against that treaty in 1848 as I 


t 


i Texas: laimed as within her boundary, Mr. 


would vote against-it now; and if. that gentleman, 
had stood by me, and .two-or three: other gentle- 
men on. this side of the chamber, this controversy, 
would never have arisen... We should. have: got- 
paid our money, and if we had not, 1. should 
hardly have cared, provided we had not purchased. 
this bone of contention. But the gentjeman-him> 
self did vote for the treaty bringing in these new: 
conquests, and now he. is afraid there will. be 
slavery there—now he Is desirous of covering the: 
white tops of its hills, and the barren sides of. ita 
mountains, and its useless valleys, under the pror 
tection of a law of Congress, against slavery. 
Why did he not keep out the territory, keep 
the question out, keep this controversy out? 

Mr. HALE. I want to make one further eX- 
planation, sir; and I am sorry, very sorry, to be 
driven-do to it. The honorable Senator asks me 
why I did not vote to keep it out? I call upon 
the Senate to mark what | am about to say. A. 
motion was made by the Senator from Connecticut 
to insert in the treaty a provision keeping slavery 
out of the whole country that we should acquire, 
and upon that vote my name stands recorded in 
favor of the proposition; and upon that vote, the 
name of the honorable Senator from Massachu- 
setts does not appear at all, although it appears 
that he was in the Senate five minutes before, and 
five minutes after, the vote was taken. So much 
for that, sir. Again: when this treaty was before 
the Senate, another proposition was made by the 
Senator from North Carolina to insert an amend- 
ment to the boundaries, so as to leave. out all the 
territory about which there was any dispute, ex- 
cept the disputed boundary of Texas. 1 do not 
remember how the Senator from Massachusetts 
voted on that-motion,* but I know how I voted. 
I voted to keep it out, to amend the treaty so that 
the whole territory might be left out, and simply 
to settle the boundary between this country and 
Texas. And, sir, there were not fifteen—not one 
third of the Senate found to vote for that amend- 
ment. Ido not remember how the Senator. from 
Massachusetts voted on that occasion, but. the 
record will show. I voted in fact against the wars 
I voted against all supplies to the war; and I voted 
for the treaty, because I thought, in the words L 
think of Benjamin Franklin, that there never could 
be a good war or a bad peace; that peace was bet- 
ter than war, and therefore that I would take the 
best peace that I could get. I tried to make the 
peace better, but when | found that we had got 
the best that we could get, I took it. l 

It was, sir, with no purpose of provoking con-, 
troversy with the Senator from Massachusetts, or 
any one else, that I alluded to. this matter. fle 
says, and says with great truth, that if the remark 
was not made under the impression that there was 
a discrepancy, he does not know whatit was made 
for. I state distinctly that I do believe there. is a 
difference, and a very wide one, between the posi- 
tion assumed by the honorable Senator in 1848, 
and the position assumed by him a few days since. 
if Lam mistaken in this, £ am not alone in it. 
The whole country, sir, so understands it. I 
think there have been the most flattering words, 
and the highest commendation, bestowed upon the 
honorable Senator for the position he bas taken in 
1850, from sources where, for the first time in his 
jife, he has Ñad anything savoring of commenda- 
tion. It will be found in a newspaper published 
in this city, the most constant, most uniform, and 
most unscrupulous in abusing, without measure, 
every man from the North, that has stood up for 
northern rights, and the honorable Senator among 
the rest, until thespeech made the other day; I allude 


* Nore.—We have been requested to append the follow- 
ing to the remarks made by Mr. HALE: ý 

By reverence to the Journal of the Senate, it appears that 
on ibe motion made by Mr. BADGER. O amend the treaty 
with Mexico, so as to leave out all the territory except what 
Webster voted 


| With those who were for striking out the increase of terri- 


tory. 

The yeas and nays were as follows, on the question, 
« Shall these words stand as part of the fifth article of the 
treaty 7?— o 

Veas— Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, 
Bell, Benton, Bradbury, Breese, Bright, Butler, Calhoun, 
< ameron, Cass, Davis of Mississippi, Dickinson, Dix, Doug- 
las, Downs, Feieb, Foote, Hannegan, Hunter, Johnson uf 
Maryland. Johnson of Louisiana, Johuson- of Georgia, 
Lewis, Masou, Moore, Niles, Rusk, S vier, “turgeun, 
Turney, aud Yulee. 

Nays—Messrz. Badger, Baldwin, Berrien, Clarke, Cor- 
win, Davis of N achusetts, Green, Hale, Miller, Pearce, 
Phelps, Spruance, Underwood, Upham, and Webster, 
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to. the Union. And now, all at once, it seems as 

- ifthe vocabulary of adulation was exhausted to 
find commendation to bestow upon the’ honorable 
Senator for the course which he took in that 
speech, by.a paper which, up to that moment, had 
cotistantly, and: continually abused him, and not 
only him, but every man who stood with him. If 
I-amomistakéen, this veryrastute ‘and sagacious 
editor is mistakens and ‘the whole country is. mis-. 
taken, also, org EPs 
~.But, sit, E have impugned and impeached no 

nian’s'motives. I would-almost sooner lose my 

life, than suggest that the honorable Senator, in 

making the change, has been governed by any- 

thing but-the high and patriotic motives which 

have been imputed to him, and the other honora- 

ble Senators who have made an effort to settle 
this distracting question, which disturbs the coun- 
try; butt cannot shut my eyes to the convictions 
of my own judgment, and when I see a man oc- 
cupying the position which the honorable Senator 
occipies—a man, whose fame is part of the inher- 
itance of every son of New Hampshire, at least, 
if not of the whole country; when I see him 
taking a course calculated, in my judgment, to 
sacrifice interests which are dear to every northern 
man; when I see him, in the great contest now in 
issue—when the eyes of Christendom are fastened 
upon us, and on which the interests of unborn 
millions, througnout the countless generations in 
which the world shall exist, are suspended; when 
I see a man occupying such a position, in a con- 
test like this, taking a course different from that 
which he has hitherto pursued, I cannot shut my 
eyes to the fact; and I have simply called attention 
to it, without suggesting anything improper or 
discourteous toward him; and I think that, if an 
issue is to be made between my candor and intel- 
ligence, and that of anybody else, in this matter, 
that the verdict of the country must be, that there 
is a marked and wide difference between the po- 
sition occupied by the honorable Senator now, 
and that which he occupied in 1848. 

Mr. WEBSTER. ‘This is not a question of 
motives; I do not throw myself back for protec- 
tion upon the purity of motives; it is a question 
of opinion—a question of consistency. The gen- 
teman says that he quoted this extract without 
saying there was any inconsistency about it; yet 
his whole argument now is to prove that there is 
such inconsistency. Ele says the whole country 
thinks so too. Sir, I do not take that gentleman’s 
understanding of the opinion of the whole country 
as authentic, nor do I think him a competent wit- 
ness to prove what the whole country’s opinion is 
in regard to the consistency of my opinions. He 
can speak for himself, and state his own impres- 
sions; but he is taking rather too large a jurisdic- 
tion to himself, when he stands up here to speak 
for the whole country, I demur—lI hesitate—l 
doubt—I repel any such authority of the honorable 
member. 1 leave it to the country to judge and 
to speak its own opinions; I shall not say what is 
the sentiment of the country. Ido not find myself 
competent to say, yet L trust I am nearly aš com- 
petent as the member who undertakes to lay down 
what the sentiment of the whole country is. After 
all, £ believe, sir, it comes pretty much to this: 
The gentleman's observations, if they did not | 
originate in, are somewhat tinctured by—they 
take a little favor, an odor, a perfume from—the 
fact, not, it seems, at all agreeable to him, that a 
certain portion of the public press, which he says 
for a series of years has been unfavorable to me, 
now comes out in commendation of my speech 
and my sentiments. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. MASON, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which was referred the bill from the 
House, for the relief of Thomas Dennis, reported 
the same back without amendment. For this bill, 
said the honorable gentleman, | ask the immediate 
consideration of the Senate, as the poor man is in 
suffering and want. It is to provide for him a 
pension of thirty dollars a month, for injuries 
received atthe time of the fire and explosion of the 
steamer Missouri, at Gibraltar. This young man | 
lost both arms; they were amputated near to the 
shoulders; and he-is, of course, incapacitated from 
aiding himself in any manner whatever, and is in 
- very destitute circumstances. 


--The bill was then considered, as in Committee 


= 


ofthe ‘Whole, and no amendment having been 


made, was reported. to the Senate, ordered to a 
third reading, read a third time, and passed. 
NEW STATES AND TERRITORIES. 

Mr. DOUGLAS, from the Committee on Ter- 


ritories, to which was referred the several bills 


and memorials, relating tothe admission of the 
State of California into thé Union, and the memo- 
yials-and bills relating- to the establishment of ter- 
ritorial governments; and the settlement: of. the 
boundary of Texas, reported the following bills: 

A bill for the admission of the State of California 
into the Union, ; 

A bill to establish the Territorial governments of 
Utah and New Mexico, and for other purposes. 

I am directed also to state, said the honorable 
gentleman, that one member of the committee was 
absent from the city, and among those present, 
there was a difference of opinion on some points, 
in regard to which, each reserves the privilege of 
stating his own opinions, and of acting in accord- 
ance therewith; and the two members of the com- 
mittee, who are under instructions, also reserve 
the privilege of offering such amendments as shall 
be necessary to comply with those instructions. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Have these bills 
been referred to the committee? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. They are reported as sub- 
stitutes for bills which. have been referred to the 
committee. 

Mr. FOOTE. I wish to ask the Senator 
whether he and the committee desired, in the re- 
porting of those bills, to give one the preference 
over the other, or was it merely the inadvertence 
of the Secretary in reference to it? As it is proba- 
ble that these two bills will be considered together, 
or, if passed, be passed pari passu, I suggest to the 
Senator, whether it is not desirable to consider, 
first the bill about which there is the least doubt, 
and leave the California bill to be disposed of 
afterward. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. The committee gave no di- 


rection on that point. The California bill was 
reporied first, because it was referred first; but it 
was the intention of the committee to leave the 
order of their consideration—the priority of busi- 
ness—to the decision of the Senate, without any 
direction from us. I move that the bills be laid 
on the table for the present, and printed, 

The bills were then severally read, and passed 
to a second reading. 


THE PUBLIC PRINTING. 

Mr. BELL. | desire to call the attention of the 
Senate to a subject of interest to the body gener- 
ally, and to offer a resolution in relation toit. I 
refer to the delay in the public printing. 1 have a 
resolution, not exactly in conformity with my own 
judgment, but which has been suggested to me as 
most appropriate, which 1 will offer. it may be 
put, if necessary, in the form of a joint resolution: 

Resolved, That the Conimittee on Printing be instructed 
to inquire and report, whether any and what arrangement or 
legisiation is necessary to effect a more prompt aud proper 
execution of the printing of Congress. 

The second section of the act of 1846, which 
provides for this subject, is drawn up in such 
terms as to render it a little doubtful what is the 
proper course for the Senate to pursue, in regard 
to it, in order to remedy the evil we all have in 
view. The second section of the act is in these 
words: i 

« That a committee, consisting of three members of the 
Senate and three members of the House of Representatives, 
shall be chosen by their respective houses, which shall 
constitute a Committee on Printing, which shall have power 
to adopt such measures as may be deemed nece-sary to 
remedy any neglect or delay on the part of the contractor to 
execute the work ordered by Congress, and to make a pro 
rata reduction in the compensation allowed, or to refuse the 
work altogether, should it be inferior to the standard.” 

That, I-think, gives full power to the commit- 
tee to act on the subject. Lunderstand, however, 
that the Committee on Printing have had the sub- 
ject under consideration, but they have found so 
much difficulty under the power given to them in 
general terms, that they have not been able to act 
under it. Itis to relieve the committee from em- 
barrassment, that 1 deem it necessary that the Sen- 


ate should pass some resolution of this character. 


Thad supposed myself, that the most prompt way 
of effecting the object, would be to pass a resolu- 
tion which L have myself drawn up, and which I 
may propose in lieu of the one I have just offered. 

if the chairman of the Committee on Printing 
does not object to it, I will suggest, that I think it 
offers a better method of securing the object than 


the resolution sent to the chair. However, as that 
resolution has had the concurrence. of other gentle» 
men, perhaps the one I hold in my hand may not 
be so successful as the one I have offered. The 
resolution, which I hold in my hand, will authorize 
the Committee on Printing at once to put all the 
important printing into the hands of other persons. 
The resolution which has been sent to the chair, is 
merély.a resolution directing the committee to in~ 
quire into the subject; and it may be a fortnight or 
a month before any report may be made, or any 
method adopted, of remedying. the inconvenience 
under which we now labor. I trust that the chair- 
man of the Committee on Printing will state 
whether, in his opinion, this latter method will 
not be the best, 

Mr. BORLAND. 1 feel, as much as any one 
can, the inconvenience under which we labor, and 
i do not know thatit is very material which reso- 
lution shall be adopted. 1 think, however, that if 
there be any advantage in the one over the other, 
it is in favor of the resolution which has been sub- 
mitted, for the reason that the committee have had 
this subject under consideration, and have ascer- 
tained what they can do to expedite the printing, 
and will be prepared to report to-morrow what is 
the conclusion to which they have come from the 
inquiries made by them. 

Mr. BENTON. Iagree, sir, in the existence 
of the evil which has been stated by the Senator 
from Tennessee. We all feel it—we all know 
that our public printing is not executed, and that 
the object of public printing is no longer secured. 
The object is to have the information for the Sen- 
ate to act upon within the time in which they want 
it; but we do not get it. If this had been a short 
instead of a long session, we should have ad- 
journed before we had obtained any of the large 
documents., They may come in hereafter, in time 
for the commencement of the next session. I agree 
with him as to’the existence of the evil, but I dis- 
agree with the Senator from Tennessee toto clo, as 
to the remedy which he proposes. | hold that our 
present course is fundamentally wrong. I hold 
that it is radically wrong, to make any committee 
of this body a committee to contract for its print- 
ing. Lhold that our officers are the proper persons 
to do this, and that all the Senator has to do, to 
accomplish his object, and ina way most advan- 
tageous to the Senate, is merely to copy the words 
of the joint resolution of 1819. The words of that 
resolution provide, that where any of the public 
printing is inconveniently delayed, either the 
House or the Senate may order its Secretary or 
Clerk to have it done, and done in time for the use 
of the body, and if they do not get it done on the 
same terms as the public printer had contracted for, 
the excess shall be charged to him, If we had 
these words of the joint resolution of 1819 restored, 
we should be able to go on at once with the public 
printing. We should then have an officer to get 
this work done, whose duties are administrative, 
and whose business it is to look out for persons to 
do the work in time, and who is responsible to the 
body. . Sir, Senators are not responsible to us for 
the manner in which they execute trusts of this 
kind. We cannot censure them—we cannot even 
call upon them to tell how they havedoneit. We 
cannot ask them to tell us why they give the work 
to one person, and not to another; but we might 
dismiss our Secretary if he should do anything of 
which the Senate disapproved. Sir, the idea is 
wrong—fundamentally wrong—of employing Sen- 
ators to make contracts—we should leave this to 
the administrative officers of the Senate. If the 
Senator from Tennessee will only adopt the words 
of the resolution of 1819, I will go with him with 
all my heart; but if he brings in a scheme by 


| which a committee of this body is to be charged 


with this duty, I, as a working member, and one 
who wants materials to work upon, must oppose 
it, and endeavor to get the resolution of 1819 
adopted. 

Mr. DICKINSON. My object in rising, is to 
say, that it is obvious that this debate is not going 


| to close here, and the time having arrived for pro- 


ceeding to the consideration of the special order of 
the day, I move to lay the resolution on the table. 

Mr. BELL. I desire to say, that I have no 
objettion to the amendment suggested by the Sen- 
ator from Missouri, and that l concur in the reason 
assigned by him; but I doubt whether his objec- 
tion will not defeat the object altogether, and 
whether we shall not get into a discuasion without 
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any. early decision in regard to the matter, and 
thus. cause the printing to be.still further delayed. 


‘Tam willing to incorporate the language of the 


resolution of 1819 into my resolution, and I pre- 
gume-that the honorable Senator from Arkansas 
will not object. But I would observe, that the 
resolution is merely a resolution of instruction to 
the Committee on Printing; and perhaps they may 
adopt the very plan suggested by the honorable 
Senator from Missouri, so that each body should 
have the control of its own printing. 


Mr. DICKINSON. Mr. President, I have al- 


ready moved to lay this subject upon the table for 
the present. 

Mr. BORLAND. Will the Senator from New 
York withdraw that motion for a moment? I de- 
sire to make only one word of explanation. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I withdraw the motion. 

Mr. BORLAND. The Committee on Printing 


are as anxious to be relieved from this labor, as any | 


member of the Senate can be to relieve them. ft 
has beep a very unpleasant duty they have had to 
perform, and they have not been able to perform it 
satisfactorily to themselves. The difficulties lie in 
the mode taken to have the work done, and not in 
the manner in which the work has been executed. 
As the Senator from Missouri says, the evil is a 
radical one, and ought to be corrected; but the 
honorable Senator from Missouri will recollect 
that the present system is the law of the land; it 
has been adopted by a law of Congress, and any 
‘change that is made, must be to repeal the existing 
Jaw and adopta new system. The object of the 
honorable Senator from Tennessee, as I under- 
stand it, is to make the present law available, 


rather than to make a radical change, which might || 


require so much time as to defeat the object he has 
an view, 

Mr. BELL. I still suppose, that if the two 
houses should concur, a joint resolution could be 
carried at once; but I think itis within the scope 
and power of that committee to adopt such a joint 
resolution if they think proper. 
on the question may be taken now. 

-Mr. DICKINSON. [now renew my motion 
to lay this resolution upon the table. 

Mr. BELL. 0 
New York will so modify his motion, that the 
subject shall be merely postponed till to-morrow. 
` “Mr. DICKINSON. That is all I mean. I now 
call for the special order of the day. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
Jay the resolution on the table, and it was agreed 
to. 


ADMISSION OF CALIFORNIA. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the President’s message, transmitting the con- 


‘stitution of the State of California. 


Mr. HUNTER, who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the Senate for nearly two hours. [Of 
his remarks, a report will appear in the Appen- 
dix. 

Mr. UPHAM, 


by other questions, I move to postpone the further 
consideration of this one until Monday next. 


DEBATES OF THE CALIFORNIA CONVENTION. ! 
I beg leave to offer the following ; 


Mr. FOOTE. 


resolution: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be directed to : 
procure from the publisher, Mr. J. Ross Brown, -— copies | 


of the debates ofthe convention of California, on the form 


ation of their State constitution, in September, 1849: pro- | 
vided the same shall be furnished at a rate not exceeding | 


the price at which it is furnished to subscribers and other 
individuals. 

This resolution will, of course, under the rule, 
lie over; but I have thought it best to make a 
brief explanation, in order to draw the attention 
of the Senate to the subject, in the hope that it 
may be taken up at an early day, and adopted. 
The work to which the resolution allades—a por- 
tion of which E hold in my hand—is to consist of 
some four or five hundred pages, neatly bound, and, 
commencing with the first proclamation of General 


I hope the vote ; 


I hope the honorable Senator from | 


I desire to express my senti- | 
ments on this question; and as I believe the most, | 
if not the whole, of the week is already taken up | 


“i 


l 
| 


thenumber of votes polled, the places ofelection, the 
names of the.delegates, and the districts they rep- 
resented, it will also contain careful stenographic 
reports of the debates, a copy of the daily journal 
of the proceedings, a copy of the constitution, &c. 
I will merely add, in addition, that I have exam- 
ined the work thoroughly—most of it in the manu- 
script; and though my opinion may be entitled to 
little weight on the subject, I believe that the 
whole debates will be of immense importance to 
the country, as serving to explain a great variety 
of points; in reference to which much dispute has 
occurred here and elsewhere. 

Several Senarors. Let it be acted upon now. 

Mr. FOOTE. Well, if Senators are prepared 
now to act upon the resolution, and to fill the 
blank, they will act accordingly. 

Mr. TURNEY. Let it lie over. 

Objection being made to its consideration, the 
resolution lies over. 

THE DEFICIENCY BILL. 

The bill from the House of Representatives, to 
supply deficiencies in appropriations, for the ser- 
vice of the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1850, 
was read the first and second time by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

On motion by Mr. MANGUM, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business, 
and after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reonened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, March 26, 1850. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. HAYMOND rose, and asked the unani- 
mous consent of the House to introduce a resolu- 
tion, which he had sent to the Clerk’s table. 

The SPEAKER said the resolution would be 
read for information. 

Mr. INGE rose, and asked for the regular order 
of business. 

The SPEAKER said, objection having been 
made, the resolution could not be received. 


CHARGE AGAINST THE SPEAKER, 


Mr. PRESTON KING rose, he said, to a 
privileged question. He offered the following reso- 
lution; which was read: 


Resolved, ‘That all debate in the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union, on the bill to admit the 


. 


State of California into the Union, printed by order of the |, 


House, and now under consideration in said committee, 
shall cease at o’clock on ——, (if the committee shall 
not sooner come toa conclusion upon the same;) and the 
committee shall then proceed to vote on such amendments 
as may be pending or offered to the same, and shall then 
report it tothe House with such amendments as may bave 
been agreed to by the committee.” 


Mr. PRESTON KING was proceeding to make 
a remark, when 

Mr. BOYD interposed, and said he believed 
that the resolution was not debatable. 

Mr. PRESTON KING proceeded to remark 
that the resolution was left blank—— 

The SPEAKER said he would state to the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Kine,] that the 
resolution in the form in which ithad been offered, 
was not in order, and the Chair would briefly state 
the reasons for this decision. 

A resolution providing for the termination of 
the debate on the special message of the President 
of the United States, transmitting the constitution 
of California, wasin order. The raleof the House 
under which the resolution of the gentleman from 
New York, [Mr. Kine,]} was proposed to be offered, 
was a rule giving to the House the power to stop 


debate upon matters pending before the Committee | 


of the Whole on the state of the Union, which had 
been referred to that committee by the House. 
The form of the resolution now offered by the 
gentleman from New York was, that all debate in 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
on the bill providing for the admission of Cali- 
fornia, as a State into the Union, should be termina- 
ted. The question pending before the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and which 


Riley, calling a convention to framea constitution, || had been referred to it by the House, was. the 
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message of the President of the United “States, 
transmitting the constitution of California. A res- 
olution to stop the debate on that message, would 
have the effect to stop debate upon all propositions 
whatever which might be. made in committee in 
connection with it. The object of stopping the 
debate on the message, would thus be éffected, 
in accordance with the design of the rule, But, 
so far as the bill now before the Committee of ‘the 
Whole on the state of the Union, providing for 
the admission of California into the Union, was 
concerned, that bill originated in the committee, 
and had not been referred to the committee by the’ 
House. The House had no cognizance or infor- 
mation of that bill, and the effect would be precisely 
thesame. But the resolution must be so expressed 
as to provide for the termination of the debate on 
the special message of the President, transmit- 
ting the constitution of California; and it would 
have the effect to stop the debate upon the bill, 
and all other propositions, which might be before 
the committee in relation to it. ias 

Mr. KING said, that the form of the resolution 
was a matter of indifference to him, so long as he 
attained his object by it. The object which he 
desired to effect was, to produce an order of the 
House, requiring the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union to report the bill for the ad- 
mission of California to the House, as it was now 
under consideration, and as it had been ordered to 
be printed by the House, disconnected from other 


.propositions—that it might be brought into the 


House, where a vote might be taken, and where 
the record would show what that vote was, 
whether other propositions should be connected 
with it, or not. 

Mr. INGE rose to a question of order. He 
desired to know upon what question the gentleman 
was addressing the House, whether he had ap- 
pealed from the decision of the Chair? i 

The SPEAKER said that the Chair had 
made a decision, and had assigned the reasons for 
that decision; and the gentleman from New York 
[Mr. Kine] was now making a suggestion to the: 
Chair on that point. 

Mr. KING said he should prefer that the reso- 
lution should be put to the House, in the form in 
which he had offered it. He believed that it was 
in order.» His object was to have a vote of the 
House (for as to the opinions of a majority of 
the House, there was no doubt) ordering the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
to report to the House the bill now under its consid- 
eration; and his reason for this course was, that 
he had understood that there was a scheme 

The SPEAKER, (interposing.) The gentleman 
ig now traveling beyond the point of order. 

Mr. KING. I hope} may be allowed to state 
the reason why I desire that the resolution should 
be put to the House, in the form in which | have 
presented it. f have good reason for desiring that 
it should be. , 

Mr. INGE rose to a question of order. He 
submitted that the remarks of the gentleman were 
not in order. $ 

The SPEAKER. The discussion on the reso- 
lation can proceed only by the unanimous consent 
of the House; and the Chair will state, that a 
resolution pending for the termination of debate, 
is a privileged question—isolated—directed to one 
particular point—that is to say, to the termination 
of the debate. Within the recollection of the 
Chair, this privileged resolution had never been 
used for the purpose of directing or controlling 
the legislation of the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, The one single object had 
been, to stop debate; and the moment the resolu- 
tion went beyond that point, it loses the privileged 
character which alone, under the rule, gives ita 
title to be received at any time. . . 

Mr. PRESTON KING. The resolution is 
drawn up in the usual terms of resolutions, offered 
for stopping debate. It requires the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, when the 
time which may be designated in the resolution, 
shall have arrived, to report the bill itself to the 


House, with any amendments which may haye 
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been agreed to in committee, in order that, in the. 
House, an opportunity may be had to take a rec- 
ord vote, and determine whether the. bill shall-be 
“ehanged-or. modified before a final vote is taken 
upon: the passage. $ 

Mr. MeLANE, of Maryland, called the gentle- 
man from New York to order.. : 

Mr. KING. I merely desire. the House’ to 
understand what my object is. ; : 
Mr. ASHMUN. Idesire to make a suggestion 
to the gentleman from New York, IMr. Kia] 
Tam sure that no members. of this House are dis- 
posed at this time to fix upon aday for the termi- 
nation of the debate. This is no time to introduce 
a resolution of this sort, and I beg the gentleman 
not to complicate the question by insisting upon a 
proposition on a doubtful point. 

Mr. KING was still on the floor. 


Mt. McLANE again called him to order. 


The SPEAKER said that the gentleman from” 


‘New York (Mr. Kine] had suspended his remarks 
before the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Me- 
Lane] called him to order. 

Mr. KING. I desire to state to the House the 
reasons why I have offered the resolution in this 
form. 1 dò not desire that any particular time 
should now be fixed for the termination of the de- 


bate-—— 

The SPEAKER, (interposing.) It is notin or- 
der to state the reasons why the gentleman of- 
fered his resolution in the present form. The res- 
olution is not in any way debatable. The Chair 
had desired merely to hear the auggéstion of the 
geneman from New York (Mr. Kine] on the 

oint of order. - 

Mr. OLDS made a point of order, the purport 
of which will be seen by the Speaker’s reply, 

“but it was not heard by the reporter. 

© The SPEAKER said the gentleman was right 
in the distinction he had drawn. The House had 
control over the Committee of the Whole on the 
atate of the Union, as over one of the standing 
committees of the House; but the point made was, 
that this was not a privileged question. 

Mr. KING. If, under the resolution I have of- 
fered, J cannot be allowed to state my reasons, l 
make a question of privilege. 

Mr. INGE interposed. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The gentleman from New 
York (Mr. Kine] states that he rises to a ques- 
tion of privilege. 

Mr. KING. i charge the point of order in re- 
lation to this resolution, as an after-thought, and 
an artifice to accomplish a purpose against the 
resolution. 

Mr. McLANE rose to inquire of th® Speaker, 
what the gentleman’s point of order was. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman states that 
he rises to a question of privilege. The gentle- 
man will state what the question of privilege is. 

Mr, KING. Itappears that the point of order 
presented against the consideration of the resolu- 
tion, in the form in which | have presented it, is an 
after-thought and a design to accomplish a purpose. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, (interposing.) 
I should like to know against whom the gentle- 
man makes this charge, and whether that is a 
question of privilege. Will the gentleman state 
whom he accuses? . 

Mr. KING. On the 13th of March instant, I of- 
fered'a similar resolution. My object was two- 
fold. In the first place, I desired to indicate my 
willingness to vote upon the naked question of the 
admission of California as a State into the Union. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, rose to a ques- 
tion of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Kive] rose, and stated to the Chair, 
that he had risen to a question of privilege, and as 
the gentleman does not state any question of privi- 
lege, the Chair cannot hear him. 

Mr. KING. The Chair will find out what my 
question of privilege is, if it will hear me for a 
moment. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman muststate his 
question of privilege. 

Mr. KING. I was about to do so when I was 
interrupred. A 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not under- 
stand that the gentleman has any right to make re- 
marks on a question of privilege, until he has 
stated what that quéstion of privilege is. 

Mr. KING.. Icharze that the Journal of the 
House has been mutilated. 


| tions of the House. 


{Cries over the House, “ By wh . s Give 
the name.’”) fees i : 

Mr. KING (continuing.)..P was proceeding to 
state the fact, that on the 13th. of March, | offered 
a resolution similar to that which Lhave. this day 
introduced. I requested. the Clerk to fill up the 
ordinary resolution upon motions to. close de- 
bate, to apply. to the California bill’ My object, 
‘as I stated, was twofold—first, to indicate my own 
willingness to consider-—— ` : 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. ĮI call the gen-_ 
tleman to order. F submit that he has no right to 
proceed with his remarks, until he has stated the 
question of privilege, and wherein the journal has 
been mutilated. 

The SPEAKER. The 
he makes a charge, that the journals of this 
have been mutilated. In order to make this a 
question of privilege, 
his charge specific, and must state by whom the 
journals have been mutilated. 

Mr. KING. {will proceed and state what I 
h : 


eard—— 

The SPEAKER, (interposing.) The gentleman 
will state his pointa He will submit his charge, 
and the name of the person against whom it is 


gentleman states that 


made. 

Mr. KING. Iwas informed by the subordinate 
clerk, that it was done by the direction of the 
Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman, then, as.a 
question of privilege, charges that the Speaker of 
this House, has mutilated the journals of the 
House. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland. I move the ap- 
pointment of a committee of investigation. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York [Mr. kig) is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. KING. Í desire to state the matter so that 
I may be understood, 

Several members called to order. 

The SPEAKER. The Speaker hopes that no 
gentleman will interrupt the gentleman from New 
York, (Mr. Kina,] but that he may be allowed to 
make his charge. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I insist upon 
the point of order, The gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. Kine,] must state the specific point in 
which the journal has been mutilated, and I shall 
object to his proceeding with any remarks until he 
has done so. 

The SPEAKER. The Speaker understands the 
gentleman from New York to charge, that the 
Speaker mutilated the journals of this House, by 
altering a resolution offered by the gentleman, for 
the consideration of the House, after that resolu- 
tion had been. acted upon by the House. Such 
the Speaker understands to be the charge. 

Mr. KING. The Speaker does not state the 
charge precisely in the language in which I made 
it; but { was proceeding to state 

The SPEAKER. ‘To avoid difficulty, will the 
gentleman from New York put his charge in wri- 
ung. 

Mr. KING set downto write the charge. 

Mr. CLEVELAND, remarking that it was im- 
possible to hear what was said, asked the SPEAKER 
to bring the House to order. 

After a pause of a few moments, 

Mr. KING sent to the Speaker’s chair the fol- 
lowing allegation, which was read by the clerk: 

«I charge that the journal of the House has been mu- 
tilated, by erasing a motion that Ldid make,and substituting, 
hy an interlineation, one that I did not make, in the 
journal.” j 

The charge having been read, 

The SPEAKER said: Will the gentleman 
incorporate the name of the individual against 
whom he makes the charge. 

Mr. KING. By implication, it is necessarily 
against the Clerk; but, as I have stated, 1 was 


| informed by the subordinate clerk thatit was done 


by the direction of the Speaker. 


The Speaker now vacated the chair, having ‘j 


called Mr. Wintnror to preside over the delibera- 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I insist that j 

the gentleman from New York shall state what the i 

motion was which he made, and what the motion i 


was which was substituted upon the journal, for il 


the one which he made. | proceeding further. They were not, however, 


| pressed, and 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York has the floor. 
Mr. KING. It wasa motion which I made on 


House @ 


the gentleman must make lj 


‘the 13th instant, to close the debate on the Cali- 
fornia bil. The charge was—— 

The SPEAKER, (interposing.) The Chair has 
the strong impression that the manual contains ex- 
press authority upon this point—that, it. provides 
specifically, where a charge is made that the 
journal of the House has been altered, or is Incor- 
rect, that such charge must be investigated by a 
committee of the House. 

Mr. RICHARDSON and Mr. STEPHENS, of 
Georgia, simultaneously addressed the Chair. 

The SPEAKER stated that the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. Kixe] was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. KING.: I desire that the charge which I 
make, shall be distinctly understood. The object 
of the resolution J offered was, to bring the biil to 
admit California. before the House, that it might 
| be voted upon. disconnected from other questions. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, (interposing.) E 
insist that, before this committee shall be raised, 
under partiamentary order and usage, the partien- 
|| lars must be specifically stated——that the gentleman 
H shall state what the motion. was which he made, 
and what the motion was which was substituted. 
There has yet been no specific charge. 

Mr. KING. I will relieve the gentleman and 
the House from any difficulty, by stating that I 
called at the Clerk’s office- 

Mr. STEPHENS, (interposing.) I insist upon 
the point of order, that the gentleman shall reduce 
his point to writing, in specific form, before he 
proceeds. 

Mr. KING, (continuing.) I saw the journal 
myself; and I desire that the Clerk shall bring in 
the journal of that day, and exhibit it to the House. 
As | said, it was the purpose and design of this 
alteration, which constitutes the- ground of my 
charge 

Mr. McLANE interposed, and called for the 
reading of the charge, as reduced to writing, 

It was read accordingly, as above given. 

Mr. McLANE. The gentleman from New York 
| made the charge verbally to the House. He was 
called upon to reduce that charge to writing.” He 
proceeded to do so, but he has omitted the word 
“ Speaker,” and he has not been specific in de- 
signating what was the mutilation which he 
charges to have taken place. 

Before the House proceeds, I require that the 
gentleman from New York shall complete his 
charge, as he made jt, and that he shall farther 
make the charge a specific charge, by stating the 
motion that was mutilated. As a part of the 
question of privilege, I make that point to the 


Shair. 

The SPEAKER. Itis obvious to the House, 
that they cannot be called upon to decide as to 
the charge, when the date when this alteration was 
made, and the resolution to which the gentleman 
has referrred, are not specified. 

Mr. KING. 1 will state what was the motion 
which was made by me on Monday, the 13th 
instant 

Mr. BAYLY interposed, and insisted upon the 
point of order, that the charge made by the gen- 
teman from New York should be reduced to 
writing in specific form. 

Mr. KING. I believe that the purpose and 
object of the 

Calls to order.] 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York will put the charge in writing. 
| Mr. KING. Certainly. 

Mr. Kine resumed his seat, and proceeded more 
| specifically to imbody his charge in writing. 
While he was thus engaged— 

Mr. MORSE rose and addressed the Chair. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman could only 
address the House by general consent, as the gen- 
tleman from New York [Mr. Kine] was entitled 
| to the floor. 
| Mr. MORSE. Well; will I be allowed, by 
| general consent, to make one simple suggestion ? 
| [Cries of “ No; no.” “Yes, no objection. ”?] 

j Mr. MORSE (proceeding by general acquies- 
| cence) said: I desire sjmply to say, that I trust 
| that the friends of the Speaker will not attempt to 


| evade an investigation of the charge which has 


i been made. 


Objections were here interposed to Mr. Morse 


Mr. MORSE proceeded. I hope gentlemen 


| will hear me through. 1 hope that the friends of 


1850. 


the Speaker will not attempt .to-evade the appoint 
ment of a committee, even upon the ground that 
the charge is not sufficiently distinct—that though 
neither the day, nor the hour, nor the words, nor 
the resolution, are specified. -Ft is enough, that a 
gentleman upon this floor, représenting a constitu- 
ency of seventy thousand, rises in his place, and 
charges the Speaker of this House with: having, in 
any manner, altered, mutilated, violated, or changed 
the character or nature of the-resolution. . When 
he introduces such a charge, your rules require, | 
as has been stated. by the Speaker, that instanter 
a committee shall be appointed to investigate | 
them. : 

Mr. BAYLY addressed the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York has the foor. By general consent, the gen- 
tleman from Virginia can proceed. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I trust that, by general į 
consent, I also shall be allowed to say a few | 
words in reply to the gentleman from Louisiana, | 
[Mr. Morse] 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the 
gentleman from Georgia will be allowed to pro- 
ceed, 

No objection being made— 

Mr. STEPHENS was understood to say, that 
while he would desire to have the charge investi- 
gated, even if no more specific than it now was, 
yet his own self-respect, and he trusted the. self- 
respect of gentlemen in this House, would require 
that the charge made should be more specific, and 
that they should not raise a committee, until they 
knew what it was that constituted the ground of 
complaint. He required, for these reasons, that 
the charge should be specific. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I shall vote for any resolu- 
lution now offered in proper form, to institute an 
inquiry by a committee, because I believe it due 
to the Speaker, to the gentleman from New York, 
and to the House. At the same time, I say that 
this House has no power to say to any gentleman, 
*« Put your charge in such shape as we please.” 
Any member may rise and make such charge as 
he pleases; he does it upon his personal responsi- 
bility, and upon his responsibility as a Represent- 
ativeof the people. If the charge seem frivolous, 
and unworthy of notice, the House may refuse to 
take notice of it; if it be of such a character as to 
seem to demand an investigation by the Flouse, it 
is due to its own honor and character, and to the || 
honor and character of the Speaker, and due to the | 
country, to require that an investigation should 
be made. My. doctrine is, that the gentleman 
from New York may make his charge in any 
shape he pleases, and nobody has the right to dic- 
tate to him how it shall be altered, or that it 
shall be altered at all. Gentlemen may appeal 
to him, and say, ‘* You have offered your resolu- 
“tion in such general terms, as that the House can 
* hardly, with propriety, go into an investigation of 
it’ and if he sees fit to modify it, well and good. 
But we have no power to require the mover to 
modify his charge in any way. The gentleman 
has presented it in such a form, that [ shall vote 
for a committee to investigateit. | hold ii is due to 
the character of the Speaker, to the dignity of the | 
House, and due to the country, that the charge be 
investigated. 

Mr. BAYLY and Mr. KING, almost simul- 
taneously addressed the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York is entitled to the floor, and the Chair under- 
stands that he now claims it. 

Mr. KUNG then sent up to the Clerk’s table, 
where it was read, the following paper, viz: 

«I charge that the journal of the House has been mu- 
tilated by erasing a motion that J didinake, and substituting, 
by an interlineation, one that I did not make, in the journal 
‘of the 13th instant. My motion was to close debate on the 
California bit. These words are changed, and message 
substituted,” 

This (said Mr. K.) is what I charge—it is the 
amount of my charge; and as I stated before, | 
in my judgment this point of order was an after- | 
thought—an artifice, for the purpose of preventing | 
the action of this House, in the House, upon the 
California bill, if that could. be prevented in| 
committee, by substituting for the bill admitting | 


California into the Union asa State disconnected i 


aa 
with other matters, some other proposition, of || 


which a good deal has been said here and in the || 
other branch of Congress—a bill attaching to this |! 


| of the journal. 


bill to admit California as a State, a provision | 


for the establishment of territorial governments, 
leaving: the’ newly-acquired territories Open. to 
slavery, and thus getting. the bill combining the 
two objects through the House, without giving gen- 
tlemen an opportunity to vote upon the propositions 
separately. Itis an artifice for such-a purpose. 

Task thatthe journal of the 13th instant be pro- 
duced to the House. . 

Great disorder prevailed in the Hall. 

The SPEAKER called to order, and stated. that 
the Chair would recognize no gentleman until the 
House came to order. 


which. had taken: place. sgme- two- weeks since, 
and: was.now on. the record? f ee : 
oa SPEAKER decided Mr. McC. to bein 
orders. ouea i Pi oe 

Mr. McCLERNAND (continuing.) The Chair 
and the House will see that my object is a -fair 
one, and connects itself with the merits.of. this. 
transaction, l wish to. inquire of the Chair and 
of the House, whether it.is competent. for the gen- 
deman from New York, under the rules of the 
House, to do that which his own statement shows 


Mr. KING. . The journal will be proof. 
for the reading of the journal. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair understands the | 
gentleman from New York to call for the reading | 


I call 


Mr. KING. I call for the reading of the erasures 
and interlinations. 

The CLerx was about to read. 

Mr. BAYLY. Idesire to know whether it is 
proper for the journal to be produced before the 
House, or before the committee, which of course 
will be raised? I shall make no. objection, but 
there is a manifest impropriety in it. 

Mr. KING. 
journal. 

The SPEAKER. The journal will be read. 

Mr. KING. I want it read first, as it was 
originally made up, and then as interlined. 

The Crier read it accordingly, as follows: 

The resolution as it originally stood, viz: 


I call for ‘the reading of the 


Resolved, That all debate in Committee of the Whole |! 


House on the state of the Union, on the bill for the admission 
of Oulifornia, and the message on the same subject, now | 
pending in Committee of the Whole House on the state of 
the Union, shall cease at two o’clock on Wednesday next, | 
(if the committee shall not sooner come toa conclusion 
upon the same 3) and the committee shall then proceed to 
vote on such amendments as may be pending, or offered to 
the same, and shall then reportit to the House with such 
amendments as may have been agreed to by the committee. 


Also, the resolution as altered or interlined, viz: 
Resolved, That all debate in committee of the Whole 


House on the state of the Union, on the message of the || 


President of the United States, transmitting the constitution 
of California, now pending in committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union, shallcease at two o’clock | 
on Wednesday next, if the committee, &e., &e. 

Mr. HOLMES addressed the Chair. 

The SPEAKER, (addressing Mr. Kine.) Has | 
the gentleman from New York [Mr. Kine] con- | 
claded his remarks? 

Mr. KING. 
submit a motion. If other gentlemen do, I yield. | 

Mr. HOLMES. It is perfeetly obvious to 
every person, that this matter must undergo an 
investigation. 1 therefore move that a committee 
of five members be raised, to investigate the whole 
subject. ` 

The SPEAKER. It is moved by the gentle- 
man from South Carolina, that the charge made 
by the gentleman from New York be referred to a |; 
select committee of five members, with instruc- || 
tions to investigate the whole subject. ` | 

Mr. RICHARDSON suggested to the gentle- || 
man from South Carolina the propriety of so |: 
modifying his resolution as to provide that the || 
committee consist of nine members. f 

Mr. HOLMES. Certainly. I accept the sug- 

estion. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands the 
motion of the gentleman from South Carolina to`)! 
be, that the whole subject be referred to a select 


I 
| 
I 

i 

{ 


I do not desire at this time to || 


him to have done—to offer a resolution, looking.to 
the result of stopping debate in Committee of the 
| Whole on the state of the Union upon a bill that 
| has been originated in that committee? In other 
| words, is it competent for the House. to control 
| the action of the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union upon a proposition which has 
never been submitted to that committee by the 
House? 

Mr..SWEETSER interposed, and called the 
gentleman from Illinois to order. 

The SPEAKER, The Chair does not under-~ 
stand the gentleman from Illinois to be violating 
any rule of order. He understands the gentle- 
man to suggest that. the. motion originally. sub- 
mitted by the gentleman from New York was. not 
in order. It is perfectly competent for him to 
make that suggestion. TRR 

Mr. McCLERNAND. That is precisely the 
point I make; and if it was not competent for the 
gentleman to have made such a mation, it was not 
in order; and if it were not in order, it isnota fit 
subject for such investigation, as the gentleman 
from South Carolina proposes. The resolution, 
as now stated by the gentleman from New York 
to have been offered, was out of order, and the 
modification made by the Speaker, (if such modi- 
fication were made,) was to bring it within the 
rules of the House, and to make it competent and 
effective for any fair and practical object. Isub- 


i mit, in the first place, whether the original proposi- 


tion was in order; and if it was not in erder, 
whether it is a fit subject for such investigation; 
and, in the second place, whether, if it were notin 


| order, it affords a ground for the imputation—the 


| gross, and Í think unwarranted, imputation made 
| by the gentleman from New York, that the Speaker 
has mutilated the journal of the House, for the 
| purpose of preventing action upon the bill looking 
| to the admission of California, as a distinct object, 
separate from other measures having reference to 
the organization of other territories. . After all, 
what is the difference between what the gentleman 
from New York claims and the. journal shows? 
| Nothing—nothing at all. ‘The effectof a resolu- 
tion to stop debate upon the message, would be.pre- 
cisely the same. as the effect of a resolution to stop 
debate upon the bill, even if such a resolution was 
admissible. The efect of either and both resolu- 
tions would be, to stop debate on the subject, and 
bring the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union to vote on the bill; and if it should be 
adopted, to report the bill to the House for its con- 
sideration, which was the avowed object of the 
gentleman from New York. Why, then, this 


| grave, but unfounded charge? It did not merit the 


consideration of the House, and should be dis- 
missed in the most summary way. It did not de- 
serve to be dignified by a reference. 

The SPEAKER. Is the House ready for the 
question ? 


committee of nine members to be investigated. Is | 
the House ready for the question ? 

Mr. MeCLERNAND. I wish to say one or 
two words before the question is taken. The 
facts of the case are involved in so much obseu- |} 
rity, that it is very difficult for the House—at least 
it is for me—to act intelligently upon a full view } 
of them. I learn from the journal now, and prob- |: 
ably for the first time, that a resolution was sub- 
mitted by the honorable gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Kine] in the House, the object of 


| 
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which was to stop debate in Committee of the |: 


Whole on the state of the Union, upon a bill 
which bad been introduced in that committee, 
probably by the gentleman from Wisconsin, [Mr. 
Doty.] Now, sir, I wish to make this inguiry, | 
whether it was competent for the gentleman from | 
New York to submit any such motion or resolu- | 
tion? ` j 
Mr. CARTTER interposed to a point of order, | 
and inquired whether the gentleman was in örder 


ang : : i i 
in discussing the competency of this proceeding, {l 


Mr. COBB (the Speaker occupying, tempora- 
rily, a seat upon the floor). rose and saidy Mr. 
Speaker, if the House will indulge me, I desire to 


: make an explanation. 


The SPEAKER, By unanimous consent, the 
Speaker of the House may be allowed to address 
the House, . 

No objection being made, and order entirely 
restored, ; 

Mr. COBB. Mr. Speaker, I do not desite to be 


| understood as interposing. any objection whatever 


to the appointment of a committee, as moved by 
| the honorable gentleman from South Carolina. 
| But it is important, as I conceive, that a simple 
statementof what has occurred, in reference to this 
matter, should go before the public, in connection 
with the charge made by the honorable gentleman 
from New York.. Upon the day indicated by the 
gentleman from New York, thatgentleman rese to 
aprivileged question under. the rules of the thouse, 
and offered the usual resolution to stop debate upon 
the questions pending in Coramittee of the Whole 


_ March 26, 


-Unian. © As you are-aware, sir, 
and as the members of this House are aware, 
it is a resolution very frequently offered, and for 
that reason printed blanks are kept at the Clerk’s 
table, to be used whenever a member desires to 
offer a resolution. of this character. When the 
gentleman from New. York rose and offered this 
resolution, he had not reduced it himself to writing, 
buthe: requested that the Clerk should do so.: I 
directed that it should be done by the Clerk. The 
gentleman from New York immediately made the 
motion to lay it on the table; and the vote to lay 
the resolution on the table was taken, and passed 
upon by the House, before the resolution had been 
filled up by the Clerk at the desk. Tmmedietely I 
saw that the resolution must be to stop debate upon 
the California message, and 1 so directed it to be 
recorded. The journalizing clerk, however, (as 
you perceive there are three or four gentlemen at 
the desk,) did not hear the direction given by me 
to the reading clerk, and the resolution was filled up 
by him, (the former.) As is well known to every 
member of this House, it is my duty, as Speaker 
of the House, to correct the journal of the House; 
for this purpose, it is read to me on each morning 
after the adjournment of the House. When the 
journal of the day was read to me on the succeed- 
ing. morning, 1 found that the resolution was en- 
iered as a resolution to stop debate upon the Presi- 
dent’s message, and the bill pending before the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Tinstructed the Clerk, to strike out the words re 
ferring to the bill, giving him at that time the very 
reason which I give to the House this morning for 
not entertaining the resolution of the gentleman 
from New York, viz., that this was a privileged 
question, and had been entertained as a privileged 


q 


sage, W 


on the state of the 


t 


hich had been referred to the Committee of | 
the Whole on the state of the Union, by the 
House. But as the bill had not been before the 
House, and the House had no parliamentary 
knowledge of the pending of the bill in commit- 
tee, as they could not entertain as a privileged 
motion a proposition to stop debate upon the bill, 
the alteration in the journal should be made. And 
the journal, as corrected, was read to the House on the 
morning following. The circumstances occurred 
precisely as I have narrated them to the rouse. 

I have nothing more to say, as I desired simply 
to make a statement to the House of the facts. 
_ Mr. KING. Ido not desire at this time to go 
into any examination of the facts in this case; 
and I wish here to state, that for the honorable 
gentleman from Georgia—the Speaker of the 
House—I have a very high respect. His opin- 
ions were such that I could not vote to put him in 
that place, [the Speaker’s chair,] because I antici- {j 
pated that the opinions of the State he represents 
might compel him, upon these questions of order, 
to vary by his fiat his decisions. 

[Cries of “ Order,” ‘Let him go on,” &e.] || 

Mr. RICHARDSON called the gentleman from 
New York to order. 

qe SPEAKER decided the gentleman in order, 
ant 

Mr. KING proceeded. As I said before, it was 
rumored that there was an intention to smother 
this California bill in committee, and substitute | 
another for it. Deeming this the regular and 
proper mode, in order to procure the action of the 
touse, directing that committee to report the 
bill to the House, I offered the resolution, for 
two “purposes—one was to indicate my readiness 
to vote for the admission of California without 
connection with any other matters; and the other 
was to ascertain whether the Speaker had any 
doubts as to this proposition being in order. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, (interposing.) 
1 wish to inquire of the gentleman from New 
York if he drew up that resolution at all? 

Mr. KING. No; the Clerk drew it up. 
_ Mr. STEPHENS. I desire to make another 
inquiry. 

Mr. KING. 
tion first. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Did the gentleman see the | 
resolution until after it was voted upon? 

Mr. KING. I did not. i 

Mr. STEPHENS. Was the blank filled up 
until after it was voted upon? 

Mr. KING. I will state to the gentleman 
from Georgia the history of my action upon this 

atter. I raso in my place, and offered a resolu- 


I desire to answer the first ques- || 


uestion to stop debate upon the California mes- |) 


| unwilling, 
i 


t 
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| tion of order would be raised against my resolu- 


| yielded) said : 


i 


! this House, of mutilating the journ 
| Presron Kine, a member from the 


tion to close: debate’ upon the- bill to admit Cati- 
fornia.” The question was so stated in my place 
to the ‘House, and the Clerk was directed to 
fill up the resolution as I moved it. These are the 
facts of the case. I did not examine the journal, 
because L had no doubt that the resolution had 
been entered as I moved it. Ft is, as the Speaker 
states, the usual form; and if objection was to be 
made to it, it should have been made then. ‘That 
is why ft charged that it was an after-thought. 

J stated the motion distinctly, and the Clerk was 
directed, as is usual, to enter the motion F made 
in the printed blank; and then, having ascertained | 
that the motion I made was in order, I said, I did 
not desire to press it to a vote at that time, that I 
was willing that gentlemen should have every fair 
opportunity of discussing the subject, but I was 
by any indirect act, that we should 

d of the right to vote upon the bill in the 
House, where the yeas and nays could be had. It 
was with this view that I made the charge, that 
the facts may be shown to the House and to the 
country. 

I am not dispose 
gard to this matter. 
ity—bave repeatedly declar 
favor of passing a bill admitting California, dis- 
connected from any other matter. That is my 
desire. I desire that the vote shall be taken in 
the House, where we can have the record. 

Mr. HOLMES. It is obvious, after the state- 
ment which has been made by the honorable 
Speaker, that there is no foundation whatever for 
this charge. J therefore withraw my motion. 

Mr. ALBERTSON said he wished to ask the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Preston Kine] 
one question. 

After some conversation and interruptions, 

Mr. ALBERTSON proceeded. I wish, said 
he, to ask the gentleman from New York if he did 
not bear the journal read the next morning after 
he offered his resolution ? 

Mr. KING. 1 did not. The first knowledge 
I had of it was, when I understood that the ques- 


be deprive 


d to distrust the House in re- 
A majority—a large major- 
ed their opinion in 


tion. I went to the Clerk’s office and examined 
the journal yesterday. 

Mr. BAYLY obtained the floor. He said: I 
do not wish to resist what I understand to be the 
general feeling of this House—— 

Mr. BURT interposed, and (the floor being 
I desire to offer this resolution. I 
do not wish to make any remarks about the ex- 
traordinary proceedings iri this House, but simply 
to offer the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the charge made against the Speaker of 
al of this House, by Mr. 
State of New York, is, 
by his own statement, without the color of reason or foun- 
dation. 

Mr. BAYLY said that the resolution met very 
much the objection which he was about to make 


to the course which the gentleman from South 


: olution. 


| go upo 


! condemnation which should appear side by side 


Carolina (Mr. Hotes] had indicated his purpose 
to pursue. 
Mr. HOLMES said he had withdrawn his res- 


Mr. BAYLY continued. He differed as to the 
propriety of withdrawing the resolution, unless 


some such proposition as that indicated by the || 


gentleman’s colleague [Mr. Burr} was substituted 
for it, for the reason that a groundless and a base 
charge against the Speaker of this House would 
n the journal, and would there endure for- 
ever. The refutation of it, which had been so 
clearly made oat this morning, would live in the 
fleeting pages of the newspapers only. Not only 
as a personal and political friend of the Speaker, 
but as a member of this body, and a citizen of the 
Republic—feeling an interest in the character of its 
history—he was not willing that the permanent 
journals of this House should go down to posterity 
without a decisive vote of condemnation on the 
part of the House upon this proceeding—a vote of 


with the charge itself. A baser charge had never 
been made. 

The SPEAKER interposed, and was under- 
stood to caution the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Bayty] against the application of terms reflecting 
upon the motives of a member. 

Mr. BAYLY begged pardon of the House, he 
said, if he had indulged in any unparliamentary 


| supposed it would. 


| ¢ 


language. The feeling which. dictated it was a 
natura] one, and he hoped it would be excused. i 


| not debatable. 


| Sranzy,] to withdraw their respective motio 


it was stigmatized as ana 
efeat the views of the gentleman who 
offered the resolution—a charge, tha 


more criminating one could not possibly be made- 


fice, to d 


He (Mr. B.) for one, therefore, could never con- 
sent to let the matter pass off in this informal way; 
his own preference would even be, that the subject 
should be referred to a committee, who might re- 
port upon it, and stamp the matter as it deserved; 
but as he saw that the general feeling of the 
House, indignantly manifested as it had been, was 
averse to treating the matter in so formal a man-. 
ner, he would acqaiesee in the resofution of the 
gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Burr.} 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, said that he had 
‘no feeling upon this subject. He was satisfied 
(he was understood to say} that the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. Krnc] had been laboring 
under a misapprehension. He thought that the 
House was now tired of the question—every gen- 
tleman must be heartily satisfied with the expla- 
nation which the Speaker of the House had made. 
He (Mr. S.) cordially approved of the resolution 
offered by the gentleman from South Carolina, 
[Mr. Burr,] and to get rid of the subject, would 


| move the previous question. 


Mr. STANLY rose to inquire whether the res- 
olution was in order? 

The SPEAKER. The resolution is pending. 

Mr. STANLY. I inquire whether the resolu- 
tion is in order? 

Fhe SPEAKER said that the resolution was 
clearly in order. 


Mr. STANLY said he could not hear what the 


| Speaker said. 


The SPEAKER repeated, that the resolution 
was clearly in order. ; 

Mr. STANLY. [ think the whole business is 
out of order, and that itis not worthy of being 
earried any further, It is time we should get rid 
of it. I have no ideathat any vote of censure is 
going to be passed. It is not worth it—it is not 
worthy of debate—no one supposes that the 
Speaker of this House has done any wrong. I 
move that the whole subject be laid upon the table. 

Mr. KAUFMAN hegged the gentleman from 
North Carolina [Mr, Sranty] to withdraw his 
motion te lay the whole subject on the table. It 
would be highly unjust to the honorable Speaker 
to pass it by without taking action upon the 
charge. The reputation and character of the 
Speaker would come out untouched and unsullied 
from this malieious accusation. A resolution 
ought to be passed by this House, that the charge 
ig unjust, unfounded, and untrue. 

Mr. SCHENCK rose and addressed the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the 
motion to lay the whole subject on the table, and 
that motion is not debatable. 

Mr. SCHENCK said he knew the motion was 
‘Therefore he had risen to appeal 
Mr, Srepuens,]} 
(Mr. 
ns for 
the previous question and to lay on the table. He 
(Mr. S.) did not wish to be placed in a false posi- 
tion He wanted to acquit the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER interposed, and asked the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina, [Mr. Sranvy,] and 
the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Srepuens,] 
whether they withdrew their motions, 

Mr. STANLY withdrew his motion, and 

Mr. STEPHENS waived his motion, for the 
purpose of allowing an explanation to be made by 

Mr. SCHENCK, who said, that all he desired 
was to say a few words in explanation. He was 
satisfied that the matter would result as he had 
From the explanation made 
by the Speaker, he (Mr. S.) believed that the 
Speaker had done nothing but what was right, and 
nothing but what he ought to have done. He 
Mr. S.) recognized the propriety of the view 
taken by the Speaker of the point of Srder. This 
House, as a House, knew nothing of the bill 
pending for the admission of California asa State 
into the Union. The Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, originated that bill. it was 
an incident to the consideration of the soecial mes- 
sage of the President, and of the debate which 
had arisen upon that message. If the House ter- 
minated the debate on the President’s message, it 


to the gentleman from Georgia, | 
and to the gentleman from North Carolina, 


terminated debate on all the incidents eonnected 


| 
state of the Union might report to the House.any 

proposition within the rule, which it might think | 
proper to report. And it might be that a bill 
might be reported to the House, with a recom- 
mendation that it d6 pass. But the bill itself, he 
repeated, originated in Committee of the Whole | 
on the state of the Union. It was not a matter of 


record, and therefore the Speaker was right in de- | 


ciding that no resolution was in order, making 
reference to that which was exclusively within 
the knowledge of the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and was not within the | 
knowledge of the House. Hedid not know how far : 
the gentleman from New York [Mr. Kixe] might | 
have been misled by his feelings, or by misappre- 
hension. Some alteration had certainly been made, 
though he thought the gentleman was wrong in the 
motive he had charged. 
he had been in favor of the investigation. He was 
Satisfied now with the withdrawal of the resolu- 
tion for the appointment of a committee. He 
thought that the House ought to pass some reso- 
Jution—but a resolation only declaring that the 
Speaker of the Honse was not liable to any cen- 
sure whatsoever. He did not desire to make out 
a bill of indictment against the gentleman from 
New York, {Mr. Kinc,] or any one else. That 
gentleman had his feelings—other gentlemen had 
theirs, He (Mr. S.) regretted that the gentleman 
should have said so much about motives, because 
he felt satisfied that so far as any charge had been | 
made, it could, on being sent to a committee, be 

perfectly explained. Having heard all the expla- 
nations, beth by the gentleman from New York, 
who made the charge, and by the Speaker of the į 
House, he (Mr. S.) was satisfied that no censure 
should be cast upon the Speaker for that which 
he had done. And he (Mr. S.) was ready to vote 


1 
i 
į 


i 


for a resolution of the character he had indicated. ;: 


But if any resolution was offered in the shape in 
which this now was, keeping up the bali between 
these gentlemen, he should vote against it. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, who had yield- 
ed the floor to Mr. Scuencx, for the purpose of 
explanation, now took the floor. He called for 
the reading of the resolution of the gentleman 
from South Carolina, [Mr. BurT.] 

The resolution was read. 

Mr. SCHENCK desired Mr. Srepyens to yield 
the floor for a moment, to allow him (Mr. S.) to 
offer an amendment. 

Mr. STEPHENS declined to yield, that the 
amendment might be offered, but yielded that it 
might be read for information. 

nd it was read for information as follows: 

Resolved, That after hearing the statement made by the 
Hon. PRESTON KING, a member of this House, and the ex- 
planation of the Speaker, the House is perfectly satisfied 
that there exists no reason for casting censure upon the 
Speakers but that he did only what he had a right to de, in 
the discharge of his duty asa presiding officer, in the cor- 
rection of the Journal. 

Mr. INGE (Mr. Sreruens further yielding) 
desired to put a question to the gentleman from 
New York, [Mr. Kine.] He (Mr. I.) was willing 
to adopt the suggestion of the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Scuencx,] if the gentleman from New 
York would withdraw the charge which he had 
made against the Speaker. This would settle the 
whole controversy. If the gentleman would not 
withdraw the charge, he (Mr. 1.) was not willing 
to vote for this proposition. If, after the explana 
tions which had been made by the Speaker, the 
gentleman would not withdraw the charge, it 
would be evident that he had not acted under 
misapprehension, but from a guilty intention; 
but while he thus persisted in the charge, he | 
(Mr. L) was unwilling to exonerate him from 
censure. He appealed to the gentleman from New 
York to say whether, after the explanations which : 
had been made, he would withdraw the charge? 

Mr. KING (Mr. Srepuens further yielding) | 
took the floor. 

Mr. INGE. I hope the gentleman will respond 
to my inquiry. . 

Mr. KING. Ihave stated the reasons which, on 
Wednesday, the 13th of March, induced me to offer 
the resolution introduced by me on that day. If 
there was any doubt on the mind of the Speaker, 
or on the minds of this House, whether that reso- 
lution was in order, then was the time, and there 
was the place, in my judgment, when and where 
the question of order should have been raised. 
The resclution was definite as to the time at 


i 
i 
i 
1 
l 


| 


| 


‘ascertain if my motion had been entered. 
| found there had been a change—that the journal 


j| words in which I made the motion—had_ been | 
At first. sight, therefore, 
i for them. 


i House. 


i| for the reading of the resolution, and of the 


|; any censure upon the gentleman from New York 


i. the resolution as modified. 


which the.debate should be brought‘to.a'close. . I 
was content, and so expressed myself, that the 
: resolution should be laid upon the table, to be called 
up or acted upon whenever the House was ready 
to terminate debate. If any question of order was 
to be made, I desired that it should be made at an 
early day, itis known that the minority of this 
House had expressed a determination that the 
judgment and the will of the majority should not 
be met. I say, that if a question of order was to 
be raised, it should have been raised at the time I 
offered the resolution. That was the last I heard 
of it. I understood a few days ago, that there } 


wasa question of order. I went to the Clerk, to 
1 


i had been erased—that the very words—the only | 


stricken out, and that others had been substituted | 
i How and when it was done, I know 
| not. Tentertain no doubt in reference to the decla- 
| ration of the Speaker, or to the manner in which 
i 
l 


i it was done. | say, I entertain no doubt of the 
truth of that declaration. [ do not make any ques- 
i uon of veracity with the honorable Speaker of this | 
I have a high respect for him; but T be- | 
| lieve he had violated the record, and I desired 
| to test the question before the House. I was 
i deprived of the opportunity of testing it on the 
: question of order. Of the fact I have no doubt. I 
believe that it is nothing but constraint that has į 
induced it, and gentlemen here who will threaten 
the existence of this Government, will not hesitate 
to resort to artifice, or any other means, to accom- 
plish their purposes. 

Mr. STEPHENS (resuming the floor) called 


| amendment suggested by the gentleman from 
| Ohio, {Mr. Scuencx.] 
Mr. KING, (continuing.) 

resolution of censure from any quarter, I hope that 

he facts may be ascertained, and that a vote may 
i be taken on the resolution as I offered it. f 
| charge i 1 
| Mr. STEPHENS claimed the floor. 
Mr. KING was proceeding—— 
The SPEAKER said the gentleman from New 
: York was out of order, because the gentleman | 
| from Georgia, [Mr. Srerpens,] claimed the floor. 
Mr. INGE. I understand now that the genile- 
| man reiterates the charge. 


| 


to be, Thatis your understanding of it. 
Mr. INGE. There can only be one under- 
standing of it. 


floor. 

The SPEAKER asserted the right of Mr. Sre- | 
PRENS. 

The resolution and amendment were then read. 

Mr. KING asked that the charge might also be 
read. 

And it was read accordingly. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I desire to suggest to the 
gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Burr,] so 
to modify his resolution as to strike out the words, | 
“ according to his own statement.” 

Mr. BURT said, that he had not desired to cast | 


{ 
| 


_ (Mr. Kine.] He (Mr. B.) had thought that the 
best mode to show that the gentleman was mis- 
ken, was to adopt the Janguage of the resolution. 
Mr. STEPHENS. But the gentleman repeats 
the charge. 

Mr. BURT said he had no objection to modif 
the resolution, as suggested by the gentleman from 


If there is to be any |} 


Mr. KING (turning to Mr. Ince) made a re- |; 
| mark, scarcely heard, but which was understood |: 


order. 
| The SPEAKER, (to Mr. Duer.) What is the 


Mr. STEPHENS. Mr. Speaker, I claim the || 


Georgia, [Mr. SrerHens.] i 
And the resolution was modified accordingly. 
Mr. STEPHENS now called. for the reading of 


And it was read. 
Mr. STEPHENS said he had one or two | 
i words to say before submitting the motion which | 
| he designed to make. 

| journal had been mutilated. 
| a large majority of this House were fully satisfied 


| 


He apprehended that | 


indeed been no change in the record—that there 
had been no change in the journal—none what- 
ever. There had been no erasure of the journal, 
| because it was not the Journal of the House until 
l it had been read and approved by the House. It 


li was barely, at the best, a change In the minutes of | 


The charge was, that the |; 


that there had been no mutilation—that there had |; 


i 


| cipal men of this 


proceedings -kept by the Clerk, and. that ‘minute 
kept under the order.of the Speaker at that time. 
There was, then; no change—there was no mutila» 
tion; and as he believed that the House was tired 
of the subject, and.as the resolution of the gentle 
man from South Carolina [Mr. Borr] had been - 
modified in such a.manner.as he (Mr. S.) sup- 
posed would meet the approbation of a large ma- 
jority of the members, he would move. the- pré~ 


vious question. : 
’ Mr. KING asked Mr. S. to withdraw the mo- 
tion. K ae 


Mr. DUER also requested Mr. S. to withdraw 
the motion for a few moments. 

Mr. KING said he rose to a point of order. 

Mr. DUER claimed the floor. PISS y 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. Kixe,] states that he rises to a point 


or order The gentleman will state his point òf 
order. : 
Mr. KING. Itis this, whether it is in order 


for any member to take the floor, and then to. as- 
sign it only to such gentlemen as he chooses? 

The SPEAKER said, that according to the uni- 
form practice and precedents of the House, a gen- 
tleman might yield the floor to another member. 

Mr. DUER. If the gentleman from Georgia 
(Mr. Sreruens,] will waive his demand for the 
previous question, I will pledge myself to renew. it 
in five minutes. s 

[Voices in different parts of the Hall, “Do not 
withdraw. ”] 

Mr. STEPHENS. I think that the House has 
already got as much light on the subject as it needs, 
If l yield to one gentleman, I must yield to another, 
and another, and so on without limit. I hope, 


| therefore, the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
| Durr] will not persist in his request. 


I cannot 
withdraw. 

Mr. DUER. Then | rise to a question of order, 
I understand the Speaker to have stated that, ac- 
cording to his impression, there is a course which 
the parliamentary law calls for, and that that is 
the proper course. Now, I make the suggestion 
for the benefit of the Speaker, and all others, 
whether it is best to act thus impulsively; whether 
it is best to take, in this sudden manner, the state- 
ment of facts, as the Speaker has given them, and 
whether it would not be better to have a commit- 
tee of investigation, composed of some of the prin- 
House. 


Mr. McCLERNAND rose to a question of 


point of order which the gentleman makes? 

Mr. DUER. That the parliamentary Jaw: calls 
for a committee of investigation; that that is. the 
best mode which can be adopted, so that testi- 
mony may be taken; and that, after deliberate in- 
guiry, the committee may report the facts for the 
action of this House. 

The SPEAKER overruled the point of order, 
with a remark not heard, but the general purport 
of which was understood to be, that there was 
nothing in the parliamentary law which required 
the appointment of a committee, or anything else.” 

Mr. DUER. Then I shall vote against the pre- 
vious question, and I hope that it will npt be sus- 
tained by the House. p 

[Voices. Move to lay the resolution on the 
table. 

Mr. DUER. No, I will not make that motion. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, made the 
point of order, that no remarks of any kind were 
now in order. 

Mr. WOODWARD appealed to the gentleman 
from Georgia (Mr. Srepaens] to withdraw his 
motion for two minutes, on his (Mr. W.’s) pledge 


| to renew it. 


Mr. STEPHENS declined, remarking that he 
believed a large majority of the House were satis- 
fied with the resolution as it now stood, ; 

So the SPEAKER stated the question to be on 
seconding the demand for the previous question. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, desired to 
say one word. 

(Calls to order.] 

Mr. STEVENS. 


right. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can proceed 
by unanimous consent. : 

Mr. INGE. I insist upon the question. 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made. The 
gentleman from Pennaylvania cannot proceed, 


I want to put the record 
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‘Mr. CLEVELAND rose; and desired to pre- 
“gent, ava point of order, the inquiry whether, if 
“a gentleman, rose and ‘offered a resolution, which 
was out of order, but whith was received by the 
‘Speaker without any objection on his part, or on 
‘the part of the House, the fact of the non-action 
“or the non-objection, by the Speaker, and. by the 
use, did not legalize the resolution, and make 
itin order? E : 

The SPEAKER overruled the point of order. 

“Mr. SACKETT rose (he “said). to ascertain 
whether there was any charge upon the record; 
and he asked the reading of the charge’ 

The SPEAKER. If there is no objection, the 
charge will be read. i 

© Objection was made. : 

Mr. VAN DYKE rose to inquire of the Chair 
whether, if the previous question was sustained, 
the effect would be to cut off the amendment of 
the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Scusncx 3) 

The SPEAKER said there was no amendment 
“pending. 

Mr. FAN DYKE inquired whether the amend- 
ment, of the gentleman from*Ohio had not been 
received? 

The SPEAKER said it had not. The gentle- 
man from Georgia, (Mr. SrerHens,| who held the | 
floor, yielded it, not for the purpose of allowing | 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Scuencx] to offer 
the resolution, but simply that it might be read for | 
the information of the House; therefore the amend- 
ment was not pending. 


Mr. SCHENCK, (to the Speaker.) Do I un- 


derstand the Speaker to say that my amendment |! 


was not received ? 

The SPEAKER answered that the amendment 
was not received, and explained. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Then | hope the House will 
vote down the demand for the previous question. 

Mr. SACKETT. I understand there is no 
charge upon the record against the Speaker, 

[There was great confusion in the Ha‘l.] 

After order had been partially restored, 

The SPEAKER said: The Chair states dis- 
tinctly that there is but one proposition pending, 
and that is the resolution offered by the gentleman 
from South Carolina, (Mr. Burr,] as subsequently 
modified by him. The gentleman from Georgia 
TMr, Srepuxns] yielded. the floor for the purpose 
of having the amendment of the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Scuencx] read, to see whether he [Mr. 
Srepwens] would allow it to be moved—the gen- 
teman from Georgia all the time retaining the 
floor. The gentleman objected to the amendment, | 
and it was not received; therefore, the only prop- 
osition pending before the House, is the resolution 
of thegentleman from South Carolina, as modified. | 

And the question, ‘ Will the House second the | 


demand for the previous question ?? was then | 
| to listen and to see if it is correct; and a motion j 


tekens and decided in the negative—ayes 73, noes 

So there was no second. 

Mr. WENTWORTH said he would occupy 
the floor but a very few moments. 

Mr. SCHENCK interposed, and appealed to 
the gentleman to yield, to allow him to offer the 
amendment which had been read. 

Mr. WENTWORTH said he would yield if 
he did not thereby lose his right to the floor. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
. Iinois yield the floor? 
` Mr. WENTWORTH replied that he did, for | 
the simple purpose of allowing the gentleman from | 
Ohio now to offer his amendment to the resolution. 


Mr. SCHENCK then moved the following as |! 


a substitute for the resolution of Mr. Burt, viz: 

Resolved, That after hearing the statement made by tbe 
Hon. Preston King, a member of the House, and the expia- | 
nation of the Speaker, the House is perfectly satisfied that | 
there exists no reason for casting censure upon the Speaker; | 
but that he did only what he hada right to do in the proper 
discharge of his duty, as presiding officer, in the correction 
of the journal. : l 


Mr. WENTWORTH said, after the explana- ; 
tion of the Speaker, he was willing to go as far as | 


any man on this floor in exonerating him from i 


any wrong in the matter complained of by the | 
gentleman from New York. Indeed, it occurred to 
him that the whole difficulty grew out of a mis- | 
understanding upon a point of order. He remem- ! 
bered well the introduction of the resolution by | 


ji free thought and free speech, he has a right to 


li going, as honest as | believe the Speaker in his 


{i lieves is right, although I may believe him wrong. 
T Mr. McLANE interposed, and stating that the | 


it on the table himself. ‘The’ singularity of this 
proceeding. ‘struck him very forcibly then, and | 
from that day to this, he had never been able to 
understand his motives in -thus disposing of a 
resolution which he.deemed it necessary to intro- | 
duce. But he had a right to dispose of itas he 
pleased, and also a right’ to “have it go upon the 
i journal as he wrote it... He wanted it to go’ on 
the journal exactly in that way, and complains 
thatit did not.. The Speaker-acknowledgés that 
he-gave orders for the change. Asto the facts, | 
then, there is no difference between the parties. 
The question then arises, did the Speaker do į 
wrong in doing as he did? The answer must be | 
determined by the consideration of a point. of 
order. The gentleman from New York wished to 
close the debate on the bill which he considered is | 
now before the Committee of the Whole on the | 
| state of the Union, when that committee, as the | 
Speaker understands it, and as I understand it, is 
now considering the California message only, and | 
| this House officially knows of no bill being before | 
the committee. What do your journals show? | 
| They show that we go into committee on the | 
| California message of the President, and make no | 
allusion to a California bill. What does your | 
chairman say, when he takes his seat? He says, ; 
the first thing in order is the California message, į 
| and says nothing of any bill. What does hesay | 
when he reports to the House? He says the com- i 
mittee has had under consideration the President’s | 
message in relation to California, and says nothing ; 
of a California bill. The House has referred no | 
California bill to the committee, and there is no 
knowing yet that the committee will ever consider 
any California bill. Itmay take up a joint resolu- | 
tion, or it may take up (as some are desirous of | 
doing) an omnibus bill, disposing ofall our new ter- | 
ritories together. To be sure, the gentleman from 
Wisconsin has given notice of his intention to | 
pfer a certain bill, when the debate shall be closed, 
and that bill has been printed for the use of the 
House. l contend that the gentleman from Wis- 
consin has the control of that bill now, and can 
withdraw it, if he pleases. It is his bill then, and 
not the committee’s, and much less does it belong 
to the House. There is, then, no bill to close the 
debate upon, nor can any bill be entertained by | 
the committee, until the debate is closed. The 
gentleman from New York wanted to stop debate, 
| and get the bill before the House; and I would 
like to do so too, if I could. The Speaker, how- 
ever, knowing that the California message was the | 
only thing that debate could be closed upon, na- 
turally concluded that the gentleman intended to 
; close debate on the message, and had the jonrnal 
i changed to read accordingly. The journal, how- j 
ever, is not understood to be made up until it is 
read to the House; and each member is presumed 


to correct or amend the journal is always a privi- | 
| leged motion. The journal, as it now stands, 
| was read to this House, and no correction was then | 
‘asked for. Had the Speaker ordered the change į 
after the journal had been read to the House, the | 
! matter would have been quite different. The! 
' whole difficulty arises, then, out of a misunder- | 
standing of the Speaker in relation to the intention 
of the gentleman from New York. So believing, 
I am sincerely desirous to vote for a resolution į 
that will exonerate the Speaker, to the fullest ex- ! 
tent, and there stop. | 

The genveman from New York says the journal | 
now neither gives his resolution, nor the intention | 
of his resolution; of course, then, he has a right 
| to call the attention of the House to the matter, | 
| and he has taken his own way to do so. He may 
| put a different construction upon the motives of || 


i the Speaker, from what I do; and in this day of | 


i make known that construction. And 1 am not | 

i 
a= 2 . | 
| intentions, to give any vote that can be construed, || 
/or even misconstrued, into the least particle of | 
censure upon him, for insisting upon what he be- || 


į resolution did not propose to censure the gentle- | 
man from New York, {Mr. Kine,] suggested that | 
i the gentleman from Illinois dispense with his | 


the gentleman from New York, and his memory i; remarks upon a vote of censure, until such a vote 


was suengthened by the very singular course of i 


that gentleman in relation to the resolution. He f 
had hardly introduced it, before he moved to lay | 


i 
i 


was proposed to be taken. | 
Mr. WENTWORTH said it was hard, amid | 
the general scramble, to get the floor; and while i 


he occupied it, he should free his mind. These 
are exciting times. We hear of schemes and plots 
continually. Men's suspicions and ` jealousies 
were aroused; and he believed that if any man 
even suspécied the Speaker. to be wrong, instead 
of being entitled to censure, he ought to be 
encouraged in proclaiming his suspicions. The 
House was very much excited, and he feared that, 
in-its anxiety to do the Speaker justice, it might 
do a gross wrong to the gentleman from New 
York: He was sorry to hear the intemperance of 
language and resolutions. It looked as if there 
was adesign to browbeat and censure a devoted 
frignd of the rights-of free labor, and one of the 
ablest men in the free States, because he, in his 
zeal for free-soil, had dared question the motives 
of a southern Speaker. Sir, censure that man, 
even constructively, and you kindle'a fire through 
the whole North, which the efforts of every man 
on this floor, and in the galleries, and in the city, 
camot allay. Your conduct will be accounted for 
solely with: reference to the excitement growing 
out of the question now agitating this House and 
this country. The intemperance of this House 
has already made one political martyr, and doomed 
him to a perpetual seat on this. floor. Impeach, 
in the remotest degree, the conduct or the motives 
of the gentleman from New York, and you have 
a similar martyr. He stands too high in the affec- 
tions of one of the most patriotic and enlightened 
constituencies in this country, to be injured by any 
opinion you may express of bis conduct this day; 
and I believe he is actuated solely by his sense of 
his own duty. 

Much then as 1 would be pleased to exonerate 
the Speaker, I cannot support the resolution of the 
gentleman from South Carolina; and if that reso- 
lution is forced to a vote, I will not vote at all. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, (interposing.) Will my 
colleague allow me to put him a single question ? 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Certainly. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The gentleman says 
the construction placed upon the resolution of the 
gentleman from New York was perfectly cor- 
rect, does he not? 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Isay, I so believe. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 1 ask if, entertaining 
this opinion, my colleague is willing to let the 
gentleman from New York go, after hearing this 
explanation, made by the Speaker, when he rises 
and reiterates the charge. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I have nothing to do 
with the conduct or motives of the gentleman 
from New York. Heis a Representative upon 
this floor, from the State of New York, and is 
bound to do what he believes to be his duty, and 
is accountable, not to this House, but to his con- 
stituency. ‘The Speaker is our presiding officer. 
His official conduct is arraigned, and I am ready 
to give my vote on that subject, being now the only 
subject before the House. 

A resolution would carry more weight with it, 
and would be more gratifying to the friends of the 
Speaker, as it must be to himself, if drawn so as 
to pass this House unanimously, which it cannot 
do as now worded; and I believe the best way to 
settle this question is,to amend the journals so 
thatthe resolution of the gentleman from New 
York shall read as he drew it up, and pass a vote 
exonerating the Speaker tothe fullest extent, with- 
out any allusion to the gentleman from New York, 

Mr. VENABLE, I think that the discussion 
upon this subject, and everything which has taken 
place, must be sufficient to convince every gentle~ 
man that it is impossible to present this matter in 
such a way as to get a unanimous vote upon it. 
I therefore regret that the gentleman from South 
Carolina (Mr. Homes] has withdrawn his mos 
tion for a committee. 

Mr. HOLMES, (in his seat.) T renew it. 

Mr. VENABLE. If the gentleman from South 
Carolina will renew his motion to raise a select 
committee of nine members, to Investigate this 
charge, [ shall be extremely gratified. If the 
gentleman does not see fit to renew it, hoping that 


| I shall not be placed upon that committee, £ will 


renew it. 

Mr. HOLMES rose and renewed his motion for 
the appointment of a select committee of nine 
members to investigate the whole subject. 

The SPEAKER announced the first question to 
be upon this motion. 


Mr. VENABLE. I wish to be heard upon this 
subject for a moment. I am satisfied that the 


1850. 


Rg 


THE CONGR 


— 


“Speaker of this House has done not only. what it 
was his right, but his duty, to do; and if the 
House .were to be brought to a vote upon the 
proposition of the gentleman from Ohio, {Mr. 
Screnck,] I would move tò'amend it, so as to dé- 
clare that the Speaker did not only what’ was his 
right, but what was his duty. I would put in the 
word duty. : 

Mr. SCHENCK interposed with a word or 
two of explanation. of his amendment, directing 
his remarks across the hall to Mr. VENABLE, so 
prnot to be audible at the reporter’s desk on the 
eft. : 

Mr. VENABLE, (continuing.) I will not 
trespass upon the patience of the House, but I 
desire simply to make myself understood. I say 
nothing about the motives of any individual, but 
I call the attention of the House to the fact, 
that the gentleman from New York gravely rose 
this morning and charged the Speaker of this 
House with mutilating the record of the House, 
or directing it to be mutilated by one of the under 
clerks. After the full, clear, satisfactory explana- 
nation of the facts, made by the Speaker this 
morning, my friend ‘from Alabama {Mr. Inez] 
rose and called upon the gentleman from New 
York to know whether he retracted the charge. 
The gentleman from New York rose, and with a 
virulence seldam equalled in-this House, reiterated 
the charge, and charged upon the Speaker a design 
to practice upon the House an artifice to prevent 
this subject from coming before the House. 

Mr. BURT, (interposing, and Mr. V. yield- 
ing.) The gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. 
VENABLE,] asked me to withdraw the resolution 
which | offered. 


Mr. VENABLE. Not at all—I do not ask |} 


the gentleman to withdraw his resolution. That 
will go to the committee along with the whole 
matter. 

Mr. BURT. I wish to say that I should not 
have offered the resolution, had it not been for my 
belief, and for the belief which seemed to be indi- 


cated upon the part of the House, that the charge | 


of the gentleman from New York had been shown 
to be wholly unfounded; and from the belief of the 
fact, which seemed to be conceded on all hands, 
that the charge arose from some misconception on 
the part of that gentleman. I have no purpose to | 
cut off investigation. I stated that it was not the | 
object of my resolution to cast censure upon the | 
gentleman from New York. It was apparent on 
the face of the resolution, that it was not so intend- 
ed; but if there is one member in this House 
beside the gentleman.from New York, who will 
rise in his place, and say there is. the slightest 
foundation for the charge, I will instantly with- 
draw the resolution. 

Mr. Burt paused, and no member rose to re- ! 
spond to his appeal. 

Mr, ROOT rose and addressed the Chair. 

Mr. VENABLE claimed his right to the floor. 
The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
North Carolina [Mr. Venasie] give wa 

gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Roor?} 
~ Mr. ROOT. I do not wish to interrupt the gen- 
tleman. {thought he had concluded. 


Mr. VENABLE. Do you want to answer the |, 


question of the gentleman from South Carolina, 
[Mr. Burt !] 
Mr. ROOT. I do not wish to interrupt the gen- 
tleman. 
Mr. VENABLE, (resuming.) As I before re- 
marked, | am ready to vote for the proposition of 
the gentleman from South Carolina, to refer this 
whole subject to a select committee; and the indi- 
cations that there is a difference of opinion among 


members, as to what resolution should be adopted, |: 


is the reason why I proposed that this subject ; 
should go to a committee. : 

I say it should be referred to a committee for 
the further reason stated by the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. Baxzy;] agrave charge has been 
made against the presiding officer of this House— 
acharge which would go down to future history 
upon the record. That charge should be met; and 
if there is the shadow ofjustification for it, the 
proof should appear on the record; and if the 
Speaker of this House has been injured—if he has 
been misrepresented—as I know he has been 
injured and misrepresented—the facts which vin- 
dicate him ought to go upon the record of the 
House. He has been charged not only with mu- | 
tilating the record, but more—that he has done it’ 


y to the |! 


| country and vindicate the Speaker—as 1 know 
| they would vindicate, even from the breath of 


! the heartof a man in his bosom. Truth is a terror 


1 


| 


i reasons which would influence him. 


asan after-thought, and an artifice to prevent the 
arresting of the discussion in Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and the bring- | 
ing this question of the admission of California be- | 
fore the House. It is due to the Speaker of this 
House, it is due to the country, it is due.to truth, 
that a committee should be raised, and all the facts 
be elicited, and that those facts should appear in 
the form of a report which should go forth to the 


suspicion. And with the view to vindicate him 
before the country—with the view to stop the 
mouth of any man who may rise up and say that 
we wish to stop the discussion and cover up the 
facts—I wish the whole case to be investiga- 
ted by a committee, whose report will go upon 
the record,and show that it is an unjust, an un- 
founded imputation against the Speaker, and that 
we are determined—whoever the individual may 
be that makes the charge—that the whole truth 
shall come out. 

I wish to make a “ martyr ” of nobody—the 
days of martyrdom are past. T should have been 
quite amused, were itnot too grave a subject, atthe 
menace thrown out by the gentleman from Illinois 
[Mr. Wentworru,] that if we passed this resolu- 
tion we should make a martyr of the gentleman 
from New York, as we had already done of one 
gentleman by a resolution of censure, and that it 
would raise sucha storm at the North as we have 
not before seen. [care neither for the menace nor 
the storm. No man ever fears the truth, who has 


only to those who are conscious of the weakness 
of their cause. 

I trust that the committee will be raiscd, and 
that all the facts will be brought fairly before the 
country. I trust the gentleman from New York 
will be heard,and that the whole case will be placed 
upon the record. I feel no apprehension for the 
reputation of the Speaker. = 

Mr. ROOT (imperfectly heard) was understood to 
say, asit was very possible that he might feel con- 
strained to vote against any one of the resolutions 
he had heard read, he wished to state one or two 
Sitting near | 
the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Kine, } as he 
did, he thought he could understand perfectly well 
how this mistake had arisen on his part, and 


how, if there had been a mistake on the part of į 


the Speaker, that mistake had arisen. He had 
observed that the gentleman from New York rose 
and made a motion to stop the debate in Com- | 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. He 
(Mr. R.) had supposed, as the Speaker had sup- 
posed, that the resolution was in the usual form; 
-but the gentleman’s pertinacity in respect to it had 
led him to make the inquiry of the gentleman, 
what he gained by offering a resolution, and then 
moving to lay his own resolution on the table, 


and he had subsequently ascertained that the ob- jj 
ject of the gentleman had been to stop debate upon 


the bill. 

Now, his opinion was, that if the Speaker had 
understood the gentleman from New York as the j 
gentleman intended to be understood, and as he | 
(Mr. R.) failed to understand him, he would have 
declared his resolution out of order. He was 
willing to say that of the Speaker—he believed 
it of him. But the Speaker, he (Mr. R.) sup- 
posed, had not, at the time the resolution was 
offered, thought that it varied at all from the ordi- į 
nary resolution to stop debate. The Clerk, it 
seems, had taken down the original resolution pre- 


i] 


cisely as it was worded by the gentleman fiom | 
New York. any A 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, (interposing.) Will | 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Root] permit me | 
to ask him one question ? 
upon the gentleman from New York rising to | 


offer the resolution, ask the gentleman from New | 
i York to reduce it to writing; and did not the gen- 


tleman reply, that the Clerk would do it, and that 
it was in the usual form? 


Mr. ROOT replied, that he had no recollection | 


that such was the fact, nor did he believe it to ; 
have been the fact. ‘The Chair might have re- | 
quested the gentleman from New York to state his | 
motion in writing, but he had not. He (Mr. R); 
did not believe that the Speaker had had any idea 
that it varied from the ordinary form of similar 
resolutions; but he knew that the gentleman had 
stated it differently from the ordinary motions. 


| 
| 
| 


. 


Did not the Speaker, || 


1 
H 
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«Mr: STANTON, of Tennessee, (interposing,. . 
and Mr. Roor yièlding.)- -Thé gentleman -from 
New York:stated tliis morning that bis resolution: 
was to.stop debate upon the California bill.: ‘Lhe. 
resolution; as- put on record by the Clerk origi 


nelly, was to-stop debate. upon: the message: and 


the bill, and was not as the gentleman from: New 
York now states he made the motion. Sọ it:is 
apparent that it was a mistake of. the:Clerk alto- 
gether. . ; : 7 
Mr. ROOT (continuing) said, the gentleman 
from Tennessee could draw what inferences he 
pleased as to the fact. He (Mr..R.) had-only 


| stated, that the gentleman from New. York had. 


made the motion in this particular form, and that 
he had been at a loss at first to know what the 
gentleman expected to gain by offering his -resu- 
lution, and then moving to lay iton the table. 

Mr. BAYLY (interposing, and Mr. R. yield- 
ing.) The gentleman from Ohio is an experienced 
parliamentarian, and I desire to ask him whether 
the resolution, as entered upon the journal, and as 
made by the gentleman from New York; does not 
effect precisely the same object? Such is the fact.. 

Mr. ROOT replied, that he was not sufficiently 
experienced in parliamentary rules to know. prè- 
cisely what would be the effect. of the two differ- 
ent forms of the resolution. His own. opinion 
was, that it was not in order, as offered by the gen- 
ternan from New York, and he had expected to 
hear the Speaker decide that it was.not in order, 
His own opinion was, that it would not be in order 
in the House to propose any action upon the, bill 
in committee, or to make any reference to it; and 
he had supposed that the Speakar would so decide. 

When the Speaker had come to hear the jour- 
nal read, as made up by his clerk, he bad found that 
the resolution varied from the usual form of similar 
resolutions, and had directed that the alteration 
should be made. He had nothing to say about ° 
the motives which had influertced the Speaker. 

He believed it better in every respect that this 
whole matter should be sent to a committee, so 
as to enable the House to arrive at a true knowl- 
edge of the facts, and to make a satisfactory dis- 
posal of the whole thing. But he had no idea of 
voting any censure upon the gentleman from New 
York, (Mr. Kine,} for if the gentleman had been 


| understood by the Chair, then was the time, as 


the gentleman had stated, for the Speaker to have 
declared that the resolution was not in order. 

Mr. PRESTON KING interposed, and in- 
quired whether a motion to instruct the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the: Union, to ter- 
minate debate on the bill, was notin order under 
the rules, though it might not bea privileged ques- 

ion? : ba” 
Mr. ROOT replied that the resolution. of the 
gentleman had been offered as a privileged mo~ 
tion. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, interposed, 
and (the floor having been yielded by Mr. Roor) 
said he wished to put one question to the gentle- 
man from Ohio. ‘The gentleman had said that he 
understood the motive of the gentleman from 
New York, (Mr. Kine,] in putting his resolu- 
tion in the form in which he had presented it, 
would the gentleman be so good as to inform the 
House what was that motive? 

Mr. ROOT replied that the gentleman had mis- 
understood him. His statement had been, that 
he had inquired of the gentleman from New York 
{Mr. Kine] what he expected to accomplish by 
offering a resolution, and immediately moving. to 
lay his own resolution on the table. The gen- 
tleman had replied that he wished to indicate 
his desire in reference to the California bill: Now, 
he could very readily believe that the Speaker’s 
intentions had been proper in this respect; for he 
supposed that the Speakers had understood the 
resolution to be in the ordinary. form. If he had 
understood itas the gentleman from New York of- 


i| fered it, he would undoubtedly have ruled it out of 


order at the time. When the Speaker came. to 


‘hear the journal read, finding that the resolu- 
| 
f 
i 


tion had been offered in a different form, he had 
directed the correction to be made, acting no 
doubt honestly. Yet he did not think that the 
gentleman from New York, with the view which 
he had had, was deserving of censure; nor 
would he (Mr. R.) vote. for any resolution of cen- 


sure. 
. Mr. PRESTON KING (interposing) said he 


desired to ask the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
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Root] one-question. Allusion-had been made.to f 
the usual: form of these resolutions. He desired 
to ask ‘the gentleman from Ohio if the usual form, 
ag printed and:Jaid.upon the Clerk’s table, did not 
expressly, in print, use the word “ bill??? That 
- word.was not written in the resolution either. by 
himself (Mr. K.) or by the Clerk, but it was 
printed, > ie ; i 
Mr. ROOT replied, he supposed that might be 
the-usual form; but he believed it was not usual; 
and-his own‘ opinion-was, that it was not in order, 
to direct the Committee. of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. to close debate on any of the inei- 
dents of the reference: -When a measure. was 
before that committee, and resolutions respecting 
it were proposed’ in committee, how could the 


House officially know what these resolutions || 


. were? ‘He thought it-was unusual to refer, in a 
resolution proposing to terminate debate, to any 
incidents of the reference. | 

Mr. INGE, remarking that he believed the 
House was tired of this discussion, and that noth- 
ing would be gained by further continuing it at 
present, demanded the previous question. 

The SPEAKER announced, that if the demand 
for the previous question was seconded, the ques- 
tion would first be on the resolution of the gen- 
weman from South Carolina, [Mr. Houmes,] to 
refer the whole matter to a committee. 

Mr. MARSHALL inquired of the Chair, wheth- 
er, in case the previous question was sustained, it 
would bring the House directly to a vote on the 
motion to commit, or upon the proposition of the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Scuencr ?] | 

The SPEAKER stated that the first question 
would be on the motion to commit. If that was 
negatived, the question would then recur upon the 
resolution of the other gentleman from South 

- Carolina, [Mr. Burr. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, asked for the 
reading of the ameridment of the gentleman from 
Ohio, (Mr. Scnencx ] 

Tt was read accordingly. 

Mr. SCHENCK modified his proposition as 
follows: 

Resolved That after hearing the statement made by the 
Hon. Preston Kine, a member of this House, and the ex- 
planation of the Speaker, the House is perfectly satistied 
that there exists no reason for casting censure upon the 
Speaker, but that he did only what. it was rightand proper 


for him to doin the discharge of his duty, ag a presiding offi- 
cer, in the correction óf the Journal, 


Mr. STEPHENS. With that modification, I 
trust the matter will not be committed. 

Mr. BAYLY inquired of the Speaker whether 
the previous question, if sustained, would cut off 
the motion to refer ? 

‘The SPEAKER replied in the negative. 

The question was then taken on the demand for 
the previous question, and was decided in the af- | 
firmative. . 

So there was a second. i 

And the main question was ordered to be now 
taken. ) 

Which main question was on the resolution of the 
gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Houmes,] 
referring the whole subject to a committee of nine 
members, with instructions to investigate the same, | 
and make a report to the House. i 

Mr. INGE said that, with the permission of the 
gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Hormes,] | 
he (Mr. L) would suggest to the gentleman so to 
modify- it, as to provide that the committee should 
be appointed by the gentleman now presiding tem- |i 
porarily over the deliberations of the House, [Mr. 
Winrtunor.] 

Mr. HOLMES said, that if unanimous consent | 
were given, he would so modify the resolution. 

No objection having been made, the resolution 
was modified accordingly. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, said that the 
resolution of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Scuencx,) as modified, would effect every object į 
that could be accomplished by the appointment of | 
a committee 

Mr, BURT asked the yeas and nays on the 
adoption of the resolution; which were refused. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Kine, of | 
Rhode Island, and McQueen, of South Carolina, 
were appointed. i 
And the question was then taken, and decided 
the affirmative—ayes 91, noes 69. 

So the whole subject was referred to a commit- 
tee of nine members. ! 

Mr, WENTWORTH moved a reconsideration [| 


in 


| proposed, he would stand by this Administration | 


i priate committees: 


i gress to award bounty Jands 


of the vote, and-that that motion-be laid upon the 
table. -> a DED T f . 

Mr. JONES. asked the yeas and nays, which | 
were refused. : i í 

And the question was. then taken, and decided | 
in the affirmative. i ; i 
- So the. motion. to reconsider was laid upon the 
table. i SOAR : : 
The following members compose the committee 
appointed under this resolution—Mr. HoLmes, of | 
South Carolina; Mr. Vinton, of Ohio; Mr. Boyo, 
of Kentucky; Mr., Asumun, of Massachusetts; 
Mr. Dory, of Wisconsin; Mr. Sreruens, of | 
Georgia; Mr. Srroxe, of Pennsylvania; Mr. 
Gentry, of Tennessee, and Mr. Ricnarpson, of 
Ulinois. 


WOODWORTH’S PATENT. ! 

The SPEAKER announced the regular business | 
of the. morning hour to be the motion heretofore 
| made by the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
Concer,] to reconsider the vote by which the bill 
to extend the patent for Woodworth’s planing ma- 
chine had been referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

On this motion Mr. Orrs was entitled to the 
floor. : 
| Mr. ASHMUN said that the time, technically 
denominated the ‘morning hour,” had long since 
expired, and he would therefore move that the 
House resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 


CALIFORNIA. 


| (Mr..Boyp, of Kentucky, in the chair,) and re- 
sumed the consideration of the special message of 
the President of the United States, transmitting 
the constitution of California, and of the bill hereto- 
| fore reported by Mr. Dory, providing for her ad- 
mission, as a State into the Union. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, addressed the com- 
mittee. He advocated the immediate admission 
of California; replied to charges of northern ag- 
gression, and unfair expenditures of the revenue, 
to the disadvantage of the South; maintained that 
the ordinance of 1787, and the Missouri compro- 
mise, so far from being opposed by the South, re- 
ceived each a majority of southern votes in Con- 
gress; that the North had always had it in its 
| power to defeat the admission of slave States, or 

the acquisition of slave territory, yet they had 
į never done it. He alluded to the proposed Nash- 
‘ville Convention as being a scheme for disunion, 
and said that the citizens of Nashville would never 
| permit a convention for such a purpose to be held 
there. He desired members to cast from them all! 
thoughts of such projects, and rely upon their 
rights as protected by the Constitution. He ad- 
vocated conciliation and harmony. He said that a į 
dissolution of the Union could not be effected with- 
out civil war. He said he had always been a party 
man; but in the event of such an issueas had been | 


so long and so faithfully as it stood by the Con- | 
stitution. [His speech will be found in the Ap- 
penat 

Mr. H. having concluded, 

Mr. ASHMUN obtained the floor, but yielded 
to a motion that the committee rise. 

This motion having prevailed, 

Mr. Speaker Coss resumed the chair. 

The chairman of the committee made a report, 


PETITIONS, &c. 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the appro- | 


So the House again resolved itself into a Com- | 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, | 


And thereupon, the House adjourned. $ 
aN eee l slaveholding States, asking that the blessings of 


By Mr. FOWLER: The petition of Jabez Brown, and 
Thomas C. Gladding, and 52 others, citizens of Rhode Island | 
and Massachusetts, praying for the reduction of postage on 


i 
i: prepaid letters, to two cents. H 


By Mr. CHANDLER: The petition of 45 citizens of; 
ouadelphia; asking for a reduction of postage on prepaid i 
elters. j 

By Mr. TAYLOR: The petition of Daniel Hoffman and 
24 others, citizeus of Jackson county, Ohio, praying Con- | 
c to the soldiers of the war of | 
1812, and the Indian wars prior to, and since, that time. i 

By Mr. HIBBARD: The petition of Silas M. Pendeyter | 
and others, citizens of Bartlett, New Hampshire; praying for | 
a reduction of the rates of postage. 

By Mr. MOORE: A petition of James R. 
other citizens of the western States. 
the present sates of postage. 


| 
ij 
i 
; Brown and |! 
> asking a reduction in 
) 


i 
f 
! 

| 

i 

i 
i 
l 


i 
b 
i 


Meade and William E. Meade, residuary Jégatees of iie late 
General Everard Meade, for arrears of interest, &c. 

Also, the petition of John A. Saunders and Reuben Clem- 
ens, of Virginia, for allowance of pay-due forservices during 
the last war with Great Britain. : 

By Mr. BINGHAM: The petition of Benjam n Loomis, 
of the State of Michigan, for a pension, in consequence of 


- infirmities incurred by service in the late war with Great 


Biitain. : 
- By Mr. REED: The petition of William V. Day and 109 
others, citizens of Washington county, Pennsylvania, pray- 
ing for such “ modification of the tariff as shalt secare ample 
protection to. all the great national interests.’? 

Also, the petition of John A. Happer and 28 others, for the 
same purpose. ; 

Also, the petition of Dr.John White and 89 others, for the 


! same purpose. 


` Also,the petition of J. H. Hopkins and 181 others, for the 
same purpose. i 


IN SENATE, 
Turspay, March 26, 1850. 

Mr. SHIELDS presented a memorial of citi- 
zens of Hlinoig, asking that the public lands. may 
be granted-in limited quantitices,to actual settlers; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. - : 

Mr. COOPER presented eleven petitions, nu- 
merously signed by citizens of the State of Penn- 
sylvania, asking that the office of chaplain in the 
public service may be abolished; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, the memorial of the Philadelphia Board of 
Trade, asking a reduction of the rates of postage; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. es 

Also, two memorials of citizens of Delaware 
county, in the State of Pennsylvania, asking that 
a Bureau of Agriculture may be established in one 
of the Executive departments of the Government; 
which were referred to the Committee on Agri- 
culture. : 

Also, a petition of manufacturers, mechanics, 
and other citizens of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
asking that the act of February 26, 1845, extend- 
ing the patent of Wm. Woodworth, fora planing 
machine, may be repealed; which was referred to 
thé Committee on Patents and the. Patent Office. 

Also, of citizens of Pennsylvania and Dela- 
ware, asking a reduction in the rates of postage; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Also, a memorial of citizens of Pittsburg, Alle- 
ghany county, in the State of Pennsylvania, ask- 
ing the erection of a custom-house, post-office, 
and court-house at that place, and setting forth 
their belief that a lot of ground owned by the 
United States, which yields no rent to the Gov- 
ernment, could be advantageously sold at this 
time, and the money received would purchase a 
suitable site for such erection; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance, ; 

Also, of citizens of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, 
| asking the adoption of measures for the settlement 
of international difficulties; which was referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Also, a memorial of citizens of the State of 
Pennsylvania, interested in the manufacture of iron, 
asking an increase of duties on foreign iron; which 
| was referred to the Commiltee on Finance. 
| Also, a petition of citizens of Susquehanna 
county, in the State of Pennsylvania, asking that 
slavery and the slave-trade may be expressly pro- 
hibited by law in all the territories of the United 
States; which was received, and ordered to lie on 


; the table. 


Mr. CLEMENS presented the petition of John 
H. Atkinson and other citizens, residing in the 


slavery may be extended, and setting forth that 
slavery, as it now exists, is of Divine origin; that 
its existence is coeval with the existence of society; 
that it has been established by God himself, and 


| sustained and promulgated by the patriarchs, 


prophets, and aposties—of the truth of which, the 
Scripture contains sufficient testimony. Noah, 
speaking by inspiration, said unto Llam, the father 
of Canaan, “ Cursed be Canaan; a servant of 
servants shall he be unto his brethren,’”? (Gen., ch. 
9, v.25.) Moses, by Divine authority, established 
slavery forever: * Both thy bondmen. and thy 
‘ bondmaids, which thou shalt have, shall be of the 
f heathen that are round about you; of them shall 
‘ye buy bondmen and bondmaids,’”’ (Leviticus, 
ch. 25, v. 44.) After quoting like authorities, the 
petitioners say that, ‘thus sustained, they view 
t the institution of slavery as of Divine appoint- 


By Mr. SEDDON: ‘The.petition of Benjamin. Lincoln 


ot 


1850. - 
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‘ment, and behold with sorrow and- regret that 
there are portions of this Union that: not only 
seek to abrogate it where it now happily exists, 
but even propose to exclude it from our newly- 
acquired territory; and. therefore earnestly pray 
that the institution of slavery may not only be 
authorized in the newly-acquired territories, but 
that its blessings may be extended over that por- 
tion of the Union whose inhabitants have placed 
themselves beyond the pale of its blessings, and 
who, by so doing, are living in daily violation of 
the laws of God;” which was received, and or- 
t dered to lie on the table. 

_ Mr. BORLAND presented two petitions of cit- 
izens of Hempstead county, Arkansas, asking 
the establishment of a mail-route from Washing- 
ton, in that State, to intersect the routes from 
Camden, Arkansas, to Homer, in Louisiana; 
which were referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN presented a memorial of citi- 
zens of the State of Arkansas, asking the construc- 
tion of a road from the Mississippi river to the 
Pacific ocean, and setting forth the advantages 
which would result from constructing a road from 
Memphis, or some other point on the Mississippi 
river, to Monterey, over all other plans; that it 
would be 1,000°or 1,500 miles: nearer than Whit- 
ney’s route; and being in an open climate, would 
have theadvantage of open communication through-. 
out the year, and is several thousand miles nearer 
than the route by the Isthmus, and ask that a 
competent corps of engineers be immediately or- 
dered to survey a route from the Mississippi river, 
via Santa Fé or El Paso, to some suitable terminus 
on the Pacific; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the bill to revive, 
and continue in force for a limited time, the pro- 
visions of an act relative to suspended entries of 
public lands, reported back the same, without 
amendment. ” 

Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, to which was referred the documents 
relating to the claim of H. I. McClintock, Harri- 
son Gill, and Mansfield Carter, for services at the 
Nemeshaw agency for the Sac and Fox Indians, 
submitted a report, accompanied by a bill for their 
relief; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the petition of the Christian party of the 
Menomonee Indians, asking to be paid for their land, 
according to the quantity ceded, and to exchange 
the land given by the treaty east of the Mississippi 
river, for Jand west of Lake Pepin, or east of 
Green bay, asked to be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the same; which was con- 
curred in, 


a a er ee a n 


RESOLUTIONS, 


Mr. SHIELDS submitted the following, which 
was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed 
to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by law 
for allowing to the States in which the public lands are sit- 
uated, the same per centage upon the sales of such lands for 
military bounty land warrants as upon similar sales for cash, 
in accordance with the spirit and meaning of the compacts 
with those States. 

Mr. FELCH submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of es- 
tablishing a mail-route from Mount Cleinens,in Macomb 
county, via Ashleyville, to Algonac, in St. Clair county, 
Michigan.’ 

The following resolution, submitted yesterday by 
Mr. Bex, was taken up and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be instructed 
to inguire and report whether any and what arrangement or 
legislation is necessary to effect a more prompt and proper 
execution of the printing of Congress. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no fur- 
ther morning business, the resolutions lying over 
will be taken up in the order in which they come. 

Mr. KING. Before that is done, I will mention 
that an adverse report, in the case of F. B. Stock- 
ton, was laid on the table at my suggestion. IT now 
meve to take up that report, and recommit it to the 
Commitee on Naval Affairs. 

Aftera brief conversation between Messrs. BER- 
RIEN and YULEE, the two adverse reports were 


recommitted -to the Committee on Naval Affairs, ji 


together with a paper presented by Mr. BERRIEN. |! 
“RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED, 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Dopce, of Wisconsin, on the 28th of January, |! 


was considered and adopted: i 
ET as t 


Resolved, That the Becretary of the Interior be directed to 
communicate to the Senate a statement, showing the num- 
ber of acres of land within the presentarea of the Milwaukee | 
land- district, the number of acres sold, and the quantity re- 
Inaiuing unsold ; as.also a statement ol the amount received 
for the sale of public lands situated within the present limits 
of said district, discriminating between the amount paid for 
such lands in the office at Green Bay, and that paid at Mil- 
waukee, since the establishment of the land-office at the 
latter place. 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Watser on the 28th of January, was taken up 
and adopted: 

Resolved, Thatthe Secretary of War be directed, if in his 
power, to communicate to the Senate a statement, showing 
the extent and value ofthe commerce on Lakes Ontario, Eric, 
Huron, Michigan, and Superior, exhibiting the amount of 
tonnage of American vessels, whether propelled by wind. or 
steam, engaged in this commerce ; the aggregate cost of such 
vessels, the number of mariners employed on board, and the 
annual expense of manning and working the vessels, with 
the number of passengers transported therein, andthe annual 
value of that branch of trade; also, such information in re- 
gard to the tonnage, &c., of the British shipping on these 
several lakes, as may be in the possession of the department 
under his charge. 

The following resolution, submitted by “Mr. 
YuLee on the 4th of February, was taken up and 
adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- |! 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing a suita- || 
ble depét at Key-West for supplies and fuel for the use of the |! 
navy. | 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Ciemens on the 4th of February, was taken up | 
and adopted: ; | 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military affairs be in- |! 
structed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a na- |! 
tional foundry in the State of Alabama. | 


REMOVALS FROM OFFICE. a 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr. | 
Wuircoms, on the 6th February, was taken up || 
for consideration: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- |; 
quested to transmit to the Senate, copies of all charges or 
complaints made or exhibited for the removal of J. D. G. 
Nelson from the office which he recently held of receiver of 
public moneys at Fort Wayne, in the State of Indiana. 

Mr. BERRIEN. I would suggest to the mover 
of this resolution the propriety of allowing it to 
await the action of the Senate on the resolution of 
the Senator from Maine, [Mr. Brapzury,] now 
under discussion, and which has, I believe, been 
made the special order for Thursday next. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. I would cheerfully await 
the action of the Senate on the resolution offered 
by the Senator from Maine, were it not that L am i 
very apprehensive that we shall have no action 
upon it, or, at all events, until such a period as 
will make it useless for the purpose I have in 
view. This is a particular case, and lam anxious 
to have the action of the Senate upon it imme- 
diately. The individual to whom the: resolution 
has reference, has no objection to his removal from 
office; he fully expected it upon the change of 
Administration; bat as it has been announced to 


} 
| 
H 
| 


‘immediately. 


Mr. BERRIEN.. it cannot: be done; they a8 
and nays are ordered. Sig gees a 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Tt canbe. done by 


' the unanimous consent of the Senate. -< i 


The motion. to Jay on the table ‘was. then, 
unanimous consent, withdrawn. a: B 


Mr. CHASE.. I should: be exceedingly. glad if 


| L should be able to prevail. upon: my friend from: 


Indiana to withdraw this motion at this time... It 
į Seems to me that it is due-to Senators-on : this 
| side of the chamber, who have not had.an oppor- 
| tunity of discussing, except so far as it has been: 
| discussed by the gentleman from Connecticut, 
| (Mr. Smiru,] the general question embraced in 
| these resolutions, that they should have an oppor- 
| tunity. todo so. I should be exceedingly unwil- 
ling to be compelled to vote to lay this resolution 


|i on the table, for as far as I am at present advised, 
|| 1 recognize the principle involved in the resolution; 


and-at the same time, it seems to me but a matter 
of justice to the gentiemen who have. expressed 
their intention to discuss the genera! question, that 
they should have an opportunity of. discussing it 
before. the vote is taken. I trust, therefore, that 
my friend from Indiana will withdraw. the motion 
for the consideration of his resolution at the. pres- 
ent time, and permit it to lie over until the Senate. 
| shall decide upon the question. involved. in. the 
resolution submitted. by the Senator from Maine. 

Mr. BELL. i should like, with the permission 
of the Senator from. Indiana, that this motion 
should be postponed to some future day, not very 


| remote, and then the resolution of the Senator from 


Maine can be passed upon on Thursday, and if 


j any gentleman wishes to continue the discussion 


of the question involved in it, he can do it by call- 
ing up this resolution. Waith regard to my own 
personal convenience, I should be much gratified 
if the Senator from Indiana would consent to such 
acourse. I had proposed, with the indulgence of 
the Senate, to address the Senate at some length 
on the question involved in the resolution of the 
Senator from Maine; but I should have some em- 
barrassment in doing so with the present disposi- 
tion of the Senate to dispose of that resolution 
But if this resolution, involving the 
same question, were permitted to lic over, J, and 


i any other gentleman wishing to address the Senate 


j on the question, would have an opportunity of` 
| doing it after the vote had been taken on the res- 
| olution of the Senator from Maine. 1 hope that 
the Senator from Indiana will, therefore, consent 
to that course. : > 
| Mr. WHITCOMB. „ Independent of this; I 
| have one or two other resolutions, involving. the 
| same question, on the list, but 1 will, nevertheless; 


| consent to the motion to postpone. 


The further consideration of the resolution was 
then postponed to Tuesday next. 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 


| Wurrcoms on the 18th of February, was next 


taken up: 
Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to inform the Senate on what day, since the last ses- , 


| sion of Congress, John Webster was removed froni the post 


of pilot on board a revenne cutter on the fakes, the date of 
ihe order for bis removal, aud the day on which his pay as 
such pilot ceased ; also, that he cause to be wansmitted to 


| the Senate copies of all charges, complaints, or papers (if 
j auy) exhibited against the said John Webster, and to inform 


the public, that no removals would be made unless 
for fraud or inefficiency, he is anxious to have it 
established before the country thathe was removed 
for no such cause. 

Mr. BERRIEN. It must be perfectly obvious |! 
to the Senate that this resolution involves precisely | 
the same question, on a more limited scale—be- 
cause confined toa single individual—as the resolu- 
tion of the Senator from Maine. Unless, therefore, 
the Senate is disposed to commit itself, by a decision 
upon this individual case, as to the action which it 
will take upon the vast mass of cases involved in 
the motion of the Senator from Maine, I should 
hope the action of the Senate will not be had upon 
the present motion. Since I cannot prevail upon 
the Senator from Indiana to suspend action upon 
his motion, with a view to await the general dis- 
cussion, which | hope will be terminated in the 
course of the present week—for I believe that is 
the general desire of Senators—I move to lay the 
resolution on the table. 

Mr. WHITCOMB called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. i 

Mr. CHASE. Will the Senator from Georgia 
withdraw the motion to lay on the table for a mo- 
ment. 


j 
| 
i 
i 
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the Senate whether he has had an opportunity of being heard 


i thereon. 


Mr. WHITCOMB. I should wish to have this 
resolution acted on at once, as it involves other 
questions than that embraced in the resolution just 
passed over. 

Mr. DAWSON. I wish to ask the Senator.the 
question, by whom are the pilots appointed? — 

Mr. WHITCOMB. They are appointed -by 
the President, are they not? 

Mr. DAWSON. I think not. ; ; 

Mr. WHITCOMB. I donot see the pertinenc 
| of the Senator’s inquiry. , 

Mr. DAWSON. l donot think the President 
! has the appointing power. i 
Mr. WHITCOMB. The pilots are appointed 
, by an officer under him, and therefore the infor- 
| mation must come through him. 

Mr. DAYTON. Will the Senator permit me 
to ask where this pilot is? i 

Mr. WHITCOMB. On one of the upper lakes. 
i If there is any strong objection to the resolution, 
let it lie over to next Tuesday. * 

The resolution was then laid over accordingly. 

FUNERAL OBSEQUIES. 
The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
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Craon the Lith of February, next came up in 
order: ` ‘ ne : 

Resolved, That in futurė; when: a Member of Congress 
dies, and has been buried in the vacation, the Senate will 
not feel itself caled upon to, extend to. the memory af the 
deceased the honors and ceremonies which have been of 
Jate years usually awarded, but will restrict itselfhereatter, 
in the appropriation of these honors ahd ceremonies, 10 
cases of the death of members duting the session of Con- 
gress.: i & ; A 
Mr. FOOTE. I su 
now be acted upon. 
Mr. DICKINSON. T 
it is notin his-seat. : i ; 

Mr. FOOTE. Ithas been very fully discussed, 
and I suppose there will be no opposition: to it. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I am by no means sure of 
that; Dam-not sure that this resolution ought to 
pass; Lrather think itought not. Suppose a case, 
thata member of this body should die on the last 
‘of November, two-diys before the meeting-of the 
Senate, would you proceed to the transaction of 
the ordinary business, without paying any respect 
to his memory? I apprehend not; and yet such 
would be the rule if this resolution should pass. 

Mr. FOOTE. If there is any probability of the 
resolution being hazarded, by its adoption being 
pressed at this time, and in the absence of the 
Senator from Kentucky, let it be postponed. 1 
thought that it was the general inclination to adopt 
the resolution, and therefore that it had better be 
acei upon at ence. 

Mr. BERRIEN, I had precisely the same 
view as the Senator from Mississippi, and I be- 
lieve that the general impression of the Senate is 
in favor of the adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. KING. Let it lie over. 

Mr. BERRIEN. [I am quite content that it 
should be passed over. 

The resolution was then passed by accordingly. 


PROFESSOR JOHNSON ON COAL. 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Boktanp on the 30th January, was taken up: 

Resolvel, That the Seeretary of thé Senate be, and he is 
hereby, directed to purchase, for the use of the Senate, — 
copies of Professor Walter R. Jobnsou’s recent work, en- 
tilled The Coal Trade of British America, with researches 
on the characters and practical values of American aud 


foreign coals? Provided, That the cost of said work shall 
not exceed —— a copy. 


On motion by Mr. ATCHISON, the. resolution 
was laid upon the table. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Bricur on the 27th February, was next taken up: 

Resolved, That we S eretary of the Interior be directed 
to report to the Senate, the number and names of the re- 
spective clerks, messengers, and all other ollicers, and the 
compensation Of each, who have been employed in bis own 
office (stating also during what period each has been em- 
ployed) since the 4th of Mareh, 1849; also, the Jaws, by 
authority of which they respectively have been so em- 
ployed 5 also, Lue names and compensation of each clerk 
or other officer, who has been transterred to bis othee from 
another department or office of the Government, when so 
transferred, and by what. authority ; also, whether any 
clerks or other officers are,or have been, employed in his 
office, who are now reeviving, or have received, compen- 
sation (while employed in his office) as Clerks, or othicers 


ppose that ‘resolution can 


he. Senator who offered 


of auy of the bureaus, subordinate to said Secretary, and ; 


by what authority of Congres-, or otherwise, such clerks or 
officers are, or have Leen, so employed in his office. 

Mr. BELL. I believe when my attention was 
first called to this resolution, at the time of its in- 
troduction, I expressed my opposition toit. I 
have, however, had occasion to reflect upon the 
power and duties of the Secretary of the Interior, 
in connection with the discharg of his duty, under 
ihe very limited provision made by law for him. 
I think a full report upon this whole question, 
except, perhaps, the names of the officers, will be 
found in the report frora the Secretary of the Lnte- 
rior, But the Senator from Indiana thinks it im- 
portant to have this resolution passed. Of course, 
no one can object to it. l think ita pretty hard 
measure of justice to deal out to any officer of the 
Government, to require from him very important 


duties, and provide for him no adequate means for | 


their performance; and I simply suggest to the 
Senator from Indiana, whether it would not be 
beuer that he should accept the amendment that | 
bold in my hand, to give an opportunity to the 
Secretary to report on another branch of the same 
Subject. 

The amendment was read, and was understood 
to be a call fora more extensive answer as to the 
‘authority by which the Secretary of the Interior 
discharges-the duties of that office. . 


Mr. BRIGHT. lam not aware that any. report || 
has been made by that officer, te-either branch of 
Congress, that covers the information desired by 
my resolution. If there has been any such re- 
port, I will not, of course, press the motion. Ido 
not desire to embarrass that officer, but rumor 
assigns to. him the. exercise of a power. not con- 
ferred on him by law; and I am-arxious to know 
whether: or not he has appointed officers. not pro- 
vided for. by law, what. salary has-been -paid to 
them,and what transfer has been made from the 
different bureaus of clerks, without the.authority 
of.jaw. - I imagine this object cannot :be so well 
attained, as in the shape proposed in the resolution 
which I have proposed; and l would therefore 
prefer, if there is no serious objection, that it be 
adopted. 

Mr. BELL. Ido not object to the resolution, 
if the gentleman does not object to the amendment. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I shall notobjectto it. Asan 
amendment to the entire resolution, I will accept it. . 

Mr. DAWSON. I would suggest to the Sena- 
tor from Indiana, [Mr. Bricur,] and also to the 
Senator from ‘Tennessee, [Mr. BELL,] that this 
whole subject, I presume, came up in what is called 
the deficiency bill, in the other branch of Congress, 
and all the imformation relative to this office has 
been obtained there. I think it will be found, on 
examination, that the fact of the Secretary of the 
Interior being compelled to employ additional 
clerks, without the authority of Jaw, has been 
brought up before that bod y—that in the examina- 
tion of this subject before the House, it was 
admitted that the Secretary of the Interior was 
compelled to employ additional clerks without the 
authority of law. ‘The necessity of that course, 
has induced the House to adopt and sanction this 
conduct on his part, because the public interests 
could not be subserved without their employment; 
and I think, sir, that, on the examination, all the 
facts desired by this resolution will be found to 
have been obtained in the other House. I have 
not seen the documents, but I presume so from the 
debates in the other branch of Congress. I trust 
the resolution will be passed by for a day dr two, 
that we may examine this matter, and perhaps 
supersede the necessity of again employing clerks 
in the very laborious duties that would be necesary 
in complying with the resolution, and also obviate 
the necessity of printing over again the informa- 
tion which we may receive from the House. { will 
take the trouble to examine into the matter myself, 
if the Senator will permit the resolution to be 
passed over for a day or two. 

Mr. BRIGHT. The resolution has already 
been on the files for some days, but Ð will consent 
to pass it over, on the understanding that it shall be 
taken up again in a few days. ‘Will tiie Senator 
name a day? f 

Mr. DAWSON. The facts can be very soon | 
ascertained. The whole question was discussed 
in the otherbranch of Congress. Ihave no desire 
to name a day. Any day that suits the Senator, 
will suit me. I can obtain the information pro- 
posed by the next regular morning for calling up 
the resolutions in their order. 

Mr. BRIGHT. When will be the next day? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It can be done 
every morning. 

The resolution was then. passed over for the 
present; but Mr. Bricur intimated that he would 
call it up on Tuesday next, 


NEW STATES AND TERRITORIES. 


Mr. FOOTE. I move that the territorial bills, 
reported to us yesterday by the Senator from Hli- 
nois, be now taken up for the purpose of being | 
made the special order for Friday next, which 1 | 
understand is not occupied by any other special | 
order. Seeing the importance of the measure, and 
the obvious probability of amendments being 
offered to it, I hope the Senate will permit the mo- | 


Mr. BENTON. Mr. President, I wish to give H 
notice to the Senate, that the friends of California i 
Now mean to go into this question. California, ji 
sir, is entitled to consideration, Sheis not to be || 
postponed in this manner. She was reported first i 
by the committee, and I, as a friend to the admis- | 
sion of that State, mean, from this time forth, to | 
contend that she shall be brought before the Senate | 
and acted upon. I object to taking up the terri- 
torial bills before the admission of the State is 


f ¢ S| 
acted upon. The State is entitled to precedence | 


H 
li 
i] 


| tion to be adopted. i 


in-every aspect in which the case can-be looked at. 
Sheis a State. She has acted independently, upon 
the coast of the Pacific ocean. She isnot able to 
borrow a dollar to keep her alive from day to day, 
on account of her anomalous condition. Six hun- 
dred: thousand dollars have been taken from the 
people.of that country by this Government, with- 
out even giving them protection. . Six’ hundred 
thousand dollars have been taken from them bya 
law which subjects.them to-be transported to Ore- 
gon or Louisiana for the trial of alleged offences. 
These people are suffering, have been suffering, 
and will continue to suffer; and from this time 
forward it is a question to be settled by the 
voicewf the Senate, whether or not she shall be 
any longe: postponed. As a friend to the State 
of Calitornia, 1 now come into the action, and 
from this time forth I will struggle for the admis- 
sion of the State. 

Mr. FOOTE. I am glad that the honorable 
Senator from Missouri has come into the war. 
We meet again at Phillippi. I have known all 
along the spirit which actuated that honorable 
Senator, in relation to the subject under considera- 
tion, and rejoice that he has finally come forward 
to exhibit it so manifestly before the country. I 
know something of his designs and motives, and 
the country shall know them as well as | do; and 
that will be much better than all now do. The 
Senator need not think of frightening anybody 
by a blustering and dogmatic. demeanor. We 
have rights here, as well as the Senator from Mis- 
souri, and we mean to maintain them “at all 
hazards and to the last extremity”? He announces 
himself as the friend of California. Ah, indeed! 
the friend of California! This new-born friend- 
ship seems to be most enthusiastic and violent. 
Yes, sir, it is true, as the honorable Senator has 
declared, that the condition of California is most 
forlorn—most deplorable—such as to entitle that 
new and interesting people to our warmest sym- 
pathies. It is true that the people of California 
have suffered for want of governmental protection, 
and the means necessary to their safety and pros- 
perity. It is perfectly true, sir; but whose fault 
is it? Not ours, who have tried time and again to 
secure a government to our fellow-citizens on the 
Pacific shore. Itis in part, sir, as we all know, 
and as our journals well attest, the fault of the 
Senator himself, and those who have acted with 
himhere. Did not he vote, sir, against the amend- 
ment of the honorable Senator from Wisconsin, 
[Mr. Waixer,] which would have given civil or- 
ganization, and full and perfect security, to the 
people of California? Did he not even vote against 
the treaty acquiring that beautiful region? Iam 
not surprised, sir, that the honorable Senator has 
now become a most zealous and unswerving ad- 
vocate of the claims of California to admission as 
a State; but I know, also, that some have sup- 
posed it to be at least possible that his halting and 
reluctant zeal has been stimulated, at the present 
session, by certain personal and domestic con- 
siderations—quite natural and amiable in them- 
selves, but not entitled to operate here in contra- 
vention of the-high public reasons which have 
been stated by various Senators, at different times, 
in our hearing. 

The honorable Senator now says, ‘I am the 
friend of California.” ‘* lannounce—I, sir—I an- 
nounce—that I will from this day henceforward 
insist—I, the Cæsar, the Napoleon of the Senate—~ 
I announce—that I have now come into the war 
with sword and buckler.”? Well, sir, l say again, 
that I rejoice that he has come into the war; and 
after a while we wiil all see what sort of a war he 
will make of it. IfI am to understand the honor- 
able Senator as intending to do me the honor of 
singling me outas his antagonist, then I say frank- 
ly, that there is no man in all Christendom, that Í 
would rather meet upon the arena of contest, than 
himself. Indeed, lam delighted, sir, that he has 
at last taken up the glove which, as an humble 
champion of the constitutional rights of the South, 
I have long ago thrown down to him. He, sir, 
is the special friend of California! Yes, sir, the 
Special friend. What, sir! has California any 
enemy here? That seems to be implied by the 
language of the honorable Senator. If he so in- 
tended to be understood, I believe that he is in 
gross error. California, in my judgment, has no 
enemy here. She has several indiscreet friends, 
including the Senator from Missouri, but no ene- 
my that I know of. Surely, 1 am not her enemy, 
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nor have I ever so shown myself-to-be on any 
occasion. ta ds 
The-Senator from Missouri asserts that, accord- 
ing to the arrangement of the committee which 
reported the two bilis referred to, the California 
bill was to have precedence over the one which I 
desire to have taken up and made the order of the 
day for Friday. next. T took especial pains to 
have this point settled on yesterday. I inquired, 
in hearing of the Senate on yesterday, of the hon- 
orable Senator? who réported these bills, [Mr. 
Dovaras,] who is now in his seat, whether it was 
the intention of the committee to give any such 
precedence, and received his assurance that they 
had no such intention at all, but that they designed 
to Jeave the whole subject (including this point of 
precedence) to the judgment of the Senate. | 
And now, sir, permit mé to ask what evil re- 
sults are likely to flow from the course which I 
propose? Have | saida word against the ultimate 
admission of California? though perhaps I might 
have done so, without misrepresenting the sov- 
ereign people who sent me here. No, sir—no. 
This whole question of admission I have dealt 
with most delicately and discreetly, as was my 
duty and my policy—as a man anxious, above.all 
things, to revive the reign of good feeling here, 
and in the country, and secure the final adjustment 
of all pending questions on terms of equality and 
honor, such as would be alike satisfactory to all 
parts of the Republic. My opposition has been so 
far limited to the measure of admitting California, 
as a separate and substantive measure. | believed, and 
yet believe, that the adoption of this measure, with- 
out the adoption of the other measures which relate 
to the subject of slavery, would be productive of 
much sectional dissatisfaction, and probably of 
other consequences likewise, of a still graver char- 
acter. I have thought, and still think, that Cali- 
fornia, if admitted at all, should be admitted in a 
manner to give no needless offence to public sen- 
timent in any part of the Republic. I have urged 
that the act of admission, which all know is cer- 
tainly to take place, should occur under such cir- 
cumstances as, if not of a nature to secure a cor- 
dial and gracious reception of the newly-made 
State, might yet procure the ultimate acquiescence 
of all those sovereign States with which she as- 
pires to be associated. I have ardently desired, 
above all things, that nothing shall be now done 
which might disturb the quiet and good feeling at 
present prevailing among us, and obstruct that 
fair and honorable compromise of all pending 
questions, which every good citizen—every dis- 
interested friend of the Union itself must ardent- 
ly desire. f have said further—and I feel that 
IT can maintain the proposHion triumphantly— 
that no man, who desiressuch a peaceful and hon- 
orable settlement of the unhappy sectional contest 
which has been for several years past in pro- 
gress—no man, who does not feel that further 
agitation of the questions referred to, is importart 
to the realization of his peculiar schemes of ambi- 
tion, could desire to force California into the 
Union, in such a manner as inevitably to impart 
a great shock to southern sensibility—already pro- 
foundly excited—and mar those cheering hopes of 
fraternal compromise and settlement, now begin- 
ning to be cherished both here and elsewhere. 
Why, sir, if my motion be allowed to prevail—if 
the territorial bill is taken up first for considera- 
tion—if the questions involved in that measure can 
be adjusted—then California can gain entrance into 
the Union immediately aftereward—on the same 


day, if need be; and if the fugitive slave bill can | 


be likewise secured a passaye through both Houses 
of Congress—though some exasperation of local 
feeling may still remain—though the South may 
not suppose, that upon the whole, she. has been 
fairly and generously dealt with, yet the tempo- 
rary alienation of the moment may be expected to 
pass away, and the ancient sentiment of brother- 
hood, which once united these States by ligaments 
stronger than links of iron, wil! be again eventually 
restored to all their former potency. I said yes- 
terday, sir, with perfect frankness—with more 
frankness, some may think, than discretion—that, 
for one, I did not at all doubt the admission of 
California—by a large majority of votes, too, in 
both Houses of Congress, though I find myself 
reported this morning as using language enurely 
the reverse of this. This is still my opinion—it 
is the opinion of every Senator who hears me— 
of those who will vote against the act of admis- 


sion, and.those who will vote in favor of ite- We 
all know that California is, in truth; not in: the 
least danger. She needs no fierce and blustering 
advocacy, either here or elsewhere. Her most 
judicious friends, I will add, are willing that her 
admission shall be either part of a general plan of 
arrangement, or that it shall follow the adoption 
of other measures, not so certain of obtaining con- 
gressional sanction.” Now, the. California bill. is 
likely to pass whenever called up, with slight, if 
any,amendments; it will have but few obstructions 
thrown in the way to retard its progress through 
both Houses of Congress, whereas the territorial 
bill, everybody knows, is to be stoutly and zeal- 
ously opposed by various persons.and parties— 
numerous amendments are soon to be offered to 
it, and its eventual approval”by both Houses, and 
the Executive in addiuon, is, to say the least, most 
painfully doubtful. In this view, also, | thought 
it best to take up the compromise bill first. Far 
distant from my intention was it to defeat the Cali- 
fornia bill by device—by stratagem—by indirection 
of any sort. Far less did it enter my thoughts to 
treat that bill with contempt, by postponing its 
consideration for a few days. 

Mr. BENTON. Mr. President, I mean by the 
friends of California, those who are in favor of 
admitting the State without remanding her to the 
territorial condition, and without dissolving the 
Union on account of her admission. That is the 
line of distinction I make, sir. Now, sir, 1 am 
understood. 

Mr. President, I believe this is the American 
Senate. I believe, by the laws of this Senate, that 
personalities and attacks upon motives are forbid- 
den. I also believe that they are forbidden by the 
rules of decorum. This much I believe; and 
now, sir, I will tell you what | know; I know that 
the attacks made upon my motives to-day and 
heretofore in this chamber, are false and cowardly. 

Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President, the honorable 
Senator, [ feel bound to acknowledge, has mani- 
fested an edifying consistency on this occasion; 
and l doubt not the public at large will accord him 
mucff credit therefor. What does he say? Why, 
this Pater Senatus—(1 never said Senuti, though 
some of the letter-writers so reported me, although, 
as every real scholar knows, it would have been 
just as correct as Senatus)—yes, sir, this PATER 
Senatus—this Censor Morum says, and says 
gravely, too—and as if he were quite in earnest, 
and for all the world as if he had never in his life 
been guilty of uttering scurrilous invective in this 
hall of deliberation—that personalities are alike 
forbidden by the rules of the Senate, and by the 
laws of decorum; after which—ay, the very next 
second—he is heard to pour forth a full tide of as 
offensive personalities as were ever listened to in 
the Senate, or as could have been uttered with equal 
volubility and unction bya regular ale-house dis- 
putant. Yes, sir, this gentleman—more renowned 
than any of modern times, for the incessant eructa- 
tion of the terms of coarse and low revilement, 
and not wholly free from the frailty of indulging in 
another sort of personality which, may be called 
personality egotistical—now whiningly complains 
that personalities have been resorted to for his an- 
noyment. Well, sir, what if I say that,in this 
war of personalities, the Senator from Missourt is 
most manifestly the aggressor—that the words of 
personal reproach, or, rather, of unkind and illib- 
eral innuendo, found utterance first from his lips? 
ls this not true, sir? Did he not commence this 
contest, by parading himself forth as the peculiar 
friend and champion of California, and the meas- 
ure of her admission? Did he not thus most 
clearly insinuate, that those of us whom he was 
combatting so lustily were enemies to California? 
Was this not personality ? was this not a grossly 
calumnious charge? Sir, the whole Senate and the 
country know, that only an affirmative response 
can be given to these interrogatories. 

But the gentleman says, | mean by the friends 
of California, those who are disposed to bring her 
into the Confederacy, without forcing her back 
into a territorial condition, and who are not for dis- 
solving the Union on account of her admission. 
Well, sir, ] have not yet insisted upon California 
being forced back into a territorial state. I have 
not yet been heard to declare for a dissolution of 
the Union, if she should be admitted in a manner 
not intentionally and deliberately offensive and in- 


reserve a full declaration of my views; in reference 
to these points; fora more. suitable stage of this 


unhappy contest; and yet he presumes to cluss'mé 
among ‘the enemies of California: What provo- 
cation did £ administer to the honorable Serratox 
from Missouri, that he should havetaken. it upon 
himself to flame out against -me'so outrageously? 
What did E do to justify him imah thew rathful 
denunciation with which he has been pleased to 
begin the war of words this morning? “What trea- 
sonable acts of insubordination among us base 
sons of humanity, who dwell:beneath the cope of 
heaven, has brought forth. this Jupiter Tonaris of 
the Senate, with all his thunderbolts of vengeance 
and of perdition? What has roused this Napoleon 
of parliamentary strife—this more than lieutenant- 
general upon the arena of political warfare—and 
prompted him thus to: bring all the artillery of his 
logic, his sarcasm, and his: self-idolizing rhetoric, 
into our very midst, filling his adversaries with 
fear and with discouragement, and forcing the 
very hills and valleys to reécho to the rude voice 
of war? ` : 
And now, Mr. President, before T conclude, let 
me offer one or two additional observations, that 
I hope will be specially noticed, and safely tigas- 
ured up in the memory of the honorable Senator 
from Missouri, He commenced the conflict thia 
morning with language of incivility, entirely un- 
provoked, and wholly unexpected by me.’ Really 
1am not certain that E knew of the honorable 
Senator’s presence:in the Senate chamber, when L 
brought forward the motion under consideration. 
Certainly | did not allude to that Senator in my 
opening remarks, or utter a word that could give 
just offence to any human being. | Indeed, certain 
passages had heretofore occurred between that 
Senator and myself, which had induced ine to re- 
solve never again to allude to him in debate, or 
even to think of him at all, if L could possibl 
avoid it. Under such circumstances, he made ‘his 
fierce assault upon my motion, and through it 
upon me. His manner, as all present know, was 
far more offensive than his words. His words T | 
responded to’ in the spirit which they breathed—~ 
his manner | rebuked, as I had a right to do.» His 
malign and covert innuendoes I repelled, as it was 
easy todo. I carried the war a little, too, into the 
enemy’s country. And what then occurred? Why, 
this Senator, who abhors personalities, who loves 
decorum, and who lectures on parliamentary cour- 
tesy, presumed to apply to me the harshestand most 
dishonoring epithets. Yes, sir, the harshest and 
most dishonoring epithets, if they shall remain unre: 
sented. Well, sir, I beg Senators to observe me; Fam 
calm, cool, unexcited—not carried away by sud- 
den and tempestuous wrath—not instigated, either, 
by feelings of cold and sullen revenge: I: beg 
Senators to believe me when I assure them, that‘ 
never bring accusations against any man, whether 
he be a pablic or private individual, which I do 
not believe myself able to establish by irrefragable 
evidence, and in maintaining which, I do not feel 
myself responsible in every way whatever to him 
who chances tobe assailed. . And now, sir, F will 
formally announce, that there are certain stains 
which have most hideously blemished thecharacter 
of the honorable Senator from Missouri, since the 
days of his early manhood; that the unfavorable 
anticipations, awakened by the dawn of his career, 
have been quite strikingly realized by the meridian 
of devolopnient through which the honorable 
| Senator has now passed; that there are incidents 
iin his history, of somewhat recent occurrence, 
which might well relieve any man of honor from 
the obligation to recognize him as a fitting antago 
nist; yet is it, notwithstanding, true, that if the 
| Senator from Missouri will deign to acknowledge 
| himself responsible to the laws of honor, he shall 
i have a very early opportunity of proving his 
prowess in contest with one over whom I hold 
perfect control; or, if he feels in the: least degree 
aggrieved at anything which has fallen from me, 
now or formerly, he shall, on demanding it, have 


| full redress accorded him, according to the said 


i laws of honor. I do not denounce him asa 
| coward—such language is unfitted for this au- 
| dience—but if he wishes to patch up his reputation 
| for courage, now greatly on the wane, he will cer- 
| tainly have an opportunity of doing so whenever 
| he makes. known hig desire in the premises. At 


present, he is shielded by his age, his open disa- 


sulting to the South. These are delicate points, 
that I have not yet touched on, or alluded to—i | 


i 
l vowal of the obligatory force of the laws of honor, 
| and his Senatorial privileges. 
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¿Mr BENTON. © [pronounce it cowardly to 
„give: insults;where they cannot be chastised. Can 
I takeacudgel to him here ?———_ 
. Several Senarors:: . Order, order. : : 
Mr. FOOTE.. thave done with the subject here. 

Mr, BENTON. Is ù Senator to be black- 
guarded herein. the discharge of his duty, and. 
the culprit.go ‘unpunished? Is language to: be 
used here which would: not be permitted to be 
used in the lowest pot-house, tavern, or oyster 
cellar, and forthe use of which he would be 
turned out of any tavern by a decent:landlord?': 

The VICE PRESIDENT. -The Senator: is 
called to-order. > 

Mr. BENTON.: If such things are to-go on, 
and he is to persist in such blackguardism here, 
ima place where'the cudgel cannot be applied to 
him, we must have the public indignation brought 
upon him, until the public sentiment shall make 
him behave with the propriety due to the Senate. 
~ Several Senarors. Order, order. 

Mr. FOOTE. | Let him go on. 

Mr. WALKER. I call the Senator to order. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator is 
called to order. 

Mr. BENTON. Well, sir, write down the 
words. { know the rules of the Senate, sir; when 
a Senator is called to order, he takes his seat, and 
the words are reduced to writing. 

Mr. WALKER. 
cept the Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. Foore.] 

Mr, DICKINSON, In order to give an oppor- 


tunity for this matter to take a proper direction, I | 


suggest that we now proceed to the consideration 
of the order of the day. 


(Mr. Cuase,] who is now ready to speak. 

Mr, WALKER. I wish to be understood 
upon this matter.. I did not call the Senator from 
Missouri-to order. 

Mr. FOOTE. I did not understand the Sena- 
tor from Wisconsin as calling the Senator from 
Missouri to order. I understood him as interpo- 
sing between the Senator and myself, and as en- 
deavoring to prevent me from interrupting the 
course of his remarks. Now, Mr. President, 
may I be permitted to make a single remark? 

Several Senarors. No, no. 

Other Senarons. . Proceed, proceed. 

Mr. FOOTE. Iwill not indulge in any per- 
sonalities; [ wish merely to say that I did not use 
the first personalities—I certainly did not use 
the grossest. All I have said, I am willing to 
stand by. If the door is not thrown open to me, 
I cannot proceed further; but if it is opened, I 
shall proceed with eagerness and promptitude. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 
for some time, and as I know that several gentle- 
men are desirous of speaking on this subject, I 
would suggest that it be postponed to some future 
day, when we may proceed to the consideration 
of these two bills. I would suggest that it be 
postponed till Monday week. 

Mr. FOOTE. I would say to the honorable 
Senator from Illinois, that, as -he has suggested 
this as his own wish, [ am willing that it shall be 
postponed till Monday week. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. T was going to remark, that 


I desire, and I presume the whole Senate desire, 


that these two bills be acted upon at the earliest | 


practicable day. I would suggest, therefore, the 
propriety of fixing Monday week as the day for 
their consideration and discussion. 

Mr. FOOTE. Iwill withdraw my motion. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I hope the Senator from 
Mississippi will not withdraw the motion. 

Mr. FOOTE. If the Senator from New York 
objects, { will not withdraw it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 
the purpose of taking up the census bill, which 


has been postponed on various occasions, and dis- | 


cussing it, we postpone this subject. 
Mr. BENTON. 


that this subject lie on the table for the present. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. He madea motion, 
which was not understood by the Chair. 

Mr. BENTON. He made a motion, or inti- 
mated it, that for the present the subject Jie on the 
table, 
may be taken up at a proper time. 

_ The question to lay the motion upon the table 
was then taken and agreed to. 


I called nobody to order ex- ! 


I will not make the mo- | 
tion, but the floor is.due to the Senator from Ohio, 


This debate has proceeded jj 


I merely suggest that, for il 


The Senator from New York | 
made a motion, or intimated his wish to make one, 


E wish it may lie on the table, and that it | 


THE CENSUS BILL 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The first business 
in order in the special orders, is the bill iw relation 
to the census. -~ : cae 

Mr. HALE. 
Senate postpone the further consideration of this 
bill until Friday next, that the. Senate may pro- 
ceed_to the consideration of the special order, on 
which the Senator from Ohio has the’floor. l 

< Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I have-only 
to express a hope that that motion will not be 
adopted. ‘There is no particular need for these 
speeches. We have been engaged in making 
speeches for four months, and I think we ought 
now to proceed with urgent business. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the motion to postpone. i 

Mr. DAWSON. The report of the census board 
has been printed, and is now upon the table of 
every Senator. We are well prepared to take up 
the bill, unless the Senator from New Hampshire 
has some very particular objection. 

Mr. HALE. I believe itis generally understood 
| that the Senator from Ohio had the floor for to-day, 
on the resolutions proposed by the honorable Sen- 
ator from Kentucky. He gave way on a former 
occasion, and I think the Senate will be courteous 
enough to hear him now. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
postpone the further consideration of the census 
bill until Friday next; and, a division being called 
for, there were—yeas 17, nays 16. 

So the motion to postpone was agreed to. 

THE COMPROMISE. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the series of resolutions submitted by Mr. Cray. 

Mr. CHASE addressed the Senate for upward 
of two hours, and, without concluding, gave way 
fora motion to adjourn. [His speech will be found 
in the Appendix. } 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wenpyespay, March 27, 1850. 
Mr. Speaker COBB called the House to order 
at 12 o’clock. 
Prayer was made by the Rev. Mr. Guriey. 
The SPEAKER then vacated the chair, calling 
thereto 
Mr. Winturop, of Massachusetts. 
The Journal of yesterday was then read and ap- 
proved. È 2 
THE CHARGE AGAINST THE SPEAKER. 


Mr. HOLMES, chairman of the select commit- 
tee, appointed yesterday to investigate the charge 
made against the Speaker of the House, rose, and 
in behalf of the sd committee, asked leave to sit 
during the session of the House. 

Unanimous consent was given to the said com- 
|} mittee to sit during the session of the House. 


DISTRICT COURT OF THE UNITED STATES 
IN ALEXANDRIA. 


1 Mr. MORTON asked the unanimous consent of 
i| the House to offer a resolution of inquiry. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, called for 
the regular order of business. 
|| The resolution was read for information, as fol- 
lows: ` 
i | Resolred, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire 
i into the expediency of establishing a district court of the 
United States, in the town of Alexandria, in the eastern 
district of Virginia, and requiring the present judge of the 
said district to hold the same. 


Mr. THOMPSON repeated his call for the regu- 
lar order of business. 

The SPEAKER inquired of the gentleman 
t whether he intended to object to the introduction 


| of the resolution? 
| Mr. THOMPSON not objecting, 

|| The resolution was received and adopted, 

| Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, moved that the 
‘| House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
t on the state of the Union. 

The question was taken, and decided in the 
| negative—ayes 35; noes not counted. 

| So the House refused to go into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. WOOD asked the unanimous consent of 
House to introduce, at this time, 
li olutions of the Legislature of Oh 
i public lands. 


|| of the j 
Mr. W. explained his object to be, that the res- 


j 
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if 
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| 


lo, on the subject 


Mr: President, F move that the | 


certain joint res- | 


| lutions should be laid upon the table, and be ors 


dered to be printed. i . 
i| Objection having been made, the resolutions 
were not received. 


WOODWORTH’S PATENT. 


The SPEAKER announced the unfinished bus- 
iness of the morning hour to be, the motion here- 
tofore made by the gentleman from New York, 
{Mr. Concer,] to reconsider the vote by which 
the. bill, reported on ‘a former day, from the Com- 
mittee on Patents, f extend the patent heretofore 
granted to William Wood worth, had been referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House. ; 

(Mr. Concer had heretofore intimated his 
intention, if the vote should be reconsidered, to 
move the recommitment of the bill, with the fol- 
lowing instructions: 

« With instructions to inquire into. the propriety of repeal- 
ing an act, entitled, «An act to extend a patent heretofore 
granted to William Woodworth,’ passed’ February 26, 1845, 
heing an act for a second renewal of a patent, for alleged 
improvements in the method of. planing, tongueing, groov- 
ing, and cutting into moutding, on either plank, boards, or 
any other material, and for reducing the same toan equal 
width and thickness; and that said committee report by hill 
or otherwise.??} 

Mr. OTIS, who held the floor from a former 
day, resumed and concluded his remarks as fol~ 
lows: ; om 

Mr. Speaxer: This proposition hasbeen before 
the House for several weeks, and Í beg to restate it. 
The gentleman from New York moves to recom- 
mit the bill for the extension of Woodworth’s 
patent for a planing machine, with instructions to 
the Committee on Patents to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of repealing the former act of extension. 
The instructions are for inquiry, and can do no 
harm, if they do no good. y having the bill re~ 
committed, with the instructions relating to the 
į repeal, it will bring the whole matter at the same 
time for consideration, with all the additional 
light which has been shed upon this subject since 
this bill was reported. The majority of the com- 
| mittee were disposed to report the bill, asked for 
| by the memorialist, early in the session, that the 
| subject could be brought before the House for con- 
| sideration; but it was understood by a part of the 
| committee, who agreed to the majority report, that 
| it was only for that purpose, and that they should 

not feel pledged to the support of the bill. From 
| this report, I dissented, and then gave notice of my 
| intention of making a minority report, which was 

į submitted when the bill was first reported. I now 

| beg leave to refer to that report as imbodying, in 

a more concise form, my reasons for opposing this 

bill, than I could give in these remarks. 

The bill is as follows: i 
A BILL to extend a Patent heretofore granted to Wiliiam 

Woodworth. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United Stutes of America in Congress assembled, That 
| the patent granted to William Woodworth, on the 27th day 
| of December, 1828, for his. improvement in the method of 
| tongueing, and grooving, and planing, and eutting mould- 
ings, &c., &c., reissued July 8th, 1845, be, and the same is, 
| hereby extended for the further term of fourteen years} 
and the Commissioner of Patents is hereby directed to make 
a certificate of such extension, in the name of the adminis- 
trator of the said William Woodworth, and to append an 
authenticated copy thereof to thesaid reissued lette rs patent, 
whenever the same shall be requested by the said adminis- 
|| trator, or his assigns: Provided, that all licenses, paying for 
| the use of machines under said patent, may continue the 
use of their machine, or machines, for the term hereby 
; extended, at a price not exceeding that they may be paying 
at, and previous to, the time this extension shall take effect; 
| and all assignees of exclusive rights, having machines in 
; use when this act shall take effect, shall have the right to 
| continue the use of their machines, upon the same terms 
: and price +s is now established and paid by licenses for the 
| use of said machines. 

‘Report of the minority of the Committee on Patents, 
upon the memorial of William W. Woodworth, ad- 
ministrator of William Woodworth. 

/ “The undersigned, dissenting from the report 

| of the majority of the Committee on Patents, 

|| granting a bill for the further extension of Wood- 
l| worth’s patent for a planing machine, asks leave 
to submit his reasons for that dissent to the con- 

: sideration of the House. 

| “ The first objection to the report and bill is, 

that tne bill is in conflict with the general patent 

; law, and in violation of the policy of the Govern- 

, ment under the provision of the Constitution * se- 

curing, for limited times’ ‘to inventors,’ their re- 

spective discoveries. 

“ The limit is well known to have been early 
established by law at fourteen years. The eight- 
` eenth section of the law of 1836 constitutes the 
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Secretary of State, the Commissioner of Patents, 
and the Solicitor of the Treasury, a board of ex- 
aminers, with power to extend’ a patent, in the 
cases described, for the term of seven years, after 
the expiration of the original term of the patent. 
To entitle a patentee to this extended time, he 
must show that, without any fault of his, he has 
not received ‘a reasonable remuneration for the 
‘ time, ingenuity, and expense, bestowed upon the 
‘same, and the introduction thereof into use.’ 
The last section of the general patent law repeals 
all prior acts relating to the subject of patents. 
Among the repealed acts was one directing the 
proceedings before applying to Congress for the 
renewal of a patent. The repealed law contained 
provisions similar to those contained in the eight- 
eenth section of the general law; and the evident 
intention was, to substitute the renewal there- 
in pie for the renewal by Congress. This 
additional term was not a change of policy; it was 
only achange of the tribunal to which application 
should be made for relief, in cases of great merit 
and misfortune. Without questioning the pro- 
ptiety, in extraordinary cases, of interposing the 
power of Congress to grant relief, it is believed 
that its exercise should be confined to cases of 
peculiar hardship, in which no doubts could exist 
of the justice and expediency of the interposition; 
and then it should be governed in its action by 
the rules and policy pointed out by the general 
patent law. 

“In the case under consideration, the original 
letters patent were issued to William Woodworth 
on the 27th of December, 1828, under the old law, 
for the term of fourteen years. He died in 1839, 
having, before that time, parted with most of his 
interest. in the patent. In 1842, the memorialist, 
William W. Woodworth, as administrator of his 
father, applied under the new law for a renewal, 
and received the benefit of the extended term of 
seven years, making twenty-one years of enjoy- 
ment of the exclusive rights to the invention by 
the patentee and his heirs. This term of twenty- 
one years, being more than equal to the length of 


time of the average business life of one generation, | 


is believed to be amply sufficient to reward the in- 
genuity of inventors of valuable improvements, 
and for imposing restrictions upon the free use of 
them by the community. 

“Tn 1845, William W. Woodworth, the memo- 
rialist, applied to Congress for a special act for the 


extension of the patent of 1828, for a further || 


term, to commence when the renewed patent ex- 
pired. The reasons stated in the memorial for 
asking relief were, that the inventor was obliged 
to sell one half of his patent, to erable him to 
bring it into.practical operation; that the patent of 
Emmons had materially interfered with this inven- 
tion; that various journeys were made to procure 
testimony to obtain a renewai before the board of 
examiners; that the patent having mostly been 
disposed of during the lifetime of the patentee, as 
a measure of precaution, he purchased up, before 
renewal, the rights of the assignees; that the 
Commissioner of Patents had at first refused to 
receive and act upon his memorial, because of the 
decease of the patentee; and that, to give him full 
enjoyment of his rights, he was obliged to oppose 
the renewal of the Emmons’ patent. 
sons were deemed by Congress of sufficient conse- 
quence to justify the second renewal of the patent 
for seven years, the term to commence from and 
after the expiration of the renewed term, which 
then had about five years to run. When this 
term expires, which will be in seven years from 
December last, the patentee and his heirs will have 
enjoyed, under the patent law, and from the 
bounty of Congress, the full term of twenty-eight 
years, which is double the term given by the patent 
Jaw in ordinary cases, and seven years more than 
is provided for in the excepted and most merito- 
rious Cases. 

«The same memorialist, William W. Wood- 
worth, now appeals, notto your bounty, but; as he 
says, to your justice, to pass a bill to extend the 
same patent for a further term of fourteen years, 
to commence at the expiration of the renewed pa- 
tent; and the reasons given in his memorial are: 

“sist. Because of the immense service rendered 
‘to the country, by the labor, skill, and expenditure 
€ of the inventor. ; 

«69d. Because, from causes utterly beyond his 
t control, or that of his representatives, neither he 
‘nor they have ever received any compensation 


These rea- | 


} 


“adequate to the value of the invention, which was 
t produced by his genius.’ i ; 

t The bill reported by the committee is in accord- 
ance with the prayer of the memorial, and exactly 
as presented to the committee by the memorialist. 
This bill provides for the extension of the patent 
for the term of fourteen ‘years, after the expira- 
tion of the renewed term of seven. years, which 
has just commenced. If this bill is passed into a 
Jaw, it will give to the patentee and his heirs a term” 
of forty-two years. 

‘It is stated in the memorial, that the Congres- 
sional grant was sold for $50,000, in notes, payable 
on time, which were sold for cash at a sacrifice. 
There is no other account of the sums received for 
the patent except by reference to the former state- 
ment, accompanying the first application to Con- 
gress ; nor is there any statement of the large sums 
received for sales of rights, and for leases by the 
assignees of the patent, nor for the large sums 
being paid by lessees from every section of the 
country. What sum would be considered ‘ ade- 
quate to the value of the invention’ is not stated. 
It is also stated in the memorial, that there has 
been much litigation to settle the law and the 


rights claimed, under. the different. forms, and in į 


the different stages of this patent; and the depo- 
sition of Mr. James G. Wilson, of Philadelphia, 
is introduced to show the expenses incurred in this 
litigation. He estimates the sums expended by 
Woodworth and his assignees, for ‘ counsel fees 
and cost of court,’ at $150,000; and the amount 
yet to be expended, if the litigation is continued, 
at $100,000 more. 

*« This statement will be understood and appre- 
ciated by practising lawyers, but ought not to 
appeal with much force to the sympathies of prac- 
tical legislators. The amount of litigation un- | 
der this patent is not a just criterion by which to 
estimate the value of the invention, or to show the 
state of feeling toward the patent, during its legiti- | 
mate term, under the general patent law. This | 
litigation may have arisen from the manner in 
which the last patentee and his assignees have ex- | 
ercised their rights, or from their attempting to 
grasp too much, or from defects in the proceed- 
ings in obtaining the first patent, or of continuing 
itin force. To one or the other of these causes, 
it is believed, much of the litigation may be traced. 

“ The first patent was found to have been too 
broad in its claim, and in 1843, the memorialist 
disclaimed the part relating to the reducing of 
floor boards to a width with circular saws. In 
July, 1845, the memorialist surrendered up the 
orisinal patent of 1828, and took out a new and 
amended patent, covering, as he alleges, what was 


the real invention of the patentee, who died about | 
The surrender of the original | 


six years before. 
patent, and taking out of the new and amended 
patent, was about four months afler the passage of 
the act of Congress extending the patent of 1828. 
In the bill, as reported by the committee, the 
patent of 1828, as amended in July, 1845, is ex- | 
tended fourteen years from and after the expira- 
tion of the term of seven years, and thus made to 
cover any defects in the proceeding or additional 
claims which the new patent may contain. If 
this was intended to patch up a defect in the 
amended patent, or to enlarge the rights of those 
interested, it is confidently believed that Congress 
will not lend its aid to any such proceeding. This 
might be a very convenient and summary way of | 
putting an end to litigation. It is stated in the 
memorial, that within a few weeks ‘a jury in 
‘ Baltimore has deliberately rendered a verdict that 
‘the amended patentdiffered from the one originally 
‘granted.’ Now, if a Baltimore jury—and it may 
be presumed to be an intelligent jury—has so pro- 
nounced, will Congress interpose between the par- 
ties? Special legislation, for individual interests, 


when tle general interest is protected by ageneral || 
Jaw, is always to be avoided; but when special 
legislation is brought to aid one man, which, under | 
similar circumstances, Is not open to-all,an injury | 


is committed upon the community, which is felt 
by every individual as an injustice to himself. It 
is certainly a circumstance that cannot have es- 
caped observation, that the parties in Interest have 
pressed this matter at a very early day, and when 
the new grant had scarcely begun to run. 

‘‘ There are other interests beside those of the 
memorialist, which are entitled to a respectful con- 
sideration. There have been many. improvements 
in the planing machine since the first patent was 


issued, for which letters patent havé been granted: 
Whether these patents ‘are an “infringement upon 
the just rights of the memorialist, itis not, perhaps, 
the province of Congressto determine. Phe. iksu- 
ing of_the patent is presumptive: proof of ‘the ori. 
ginality of the improvements. The claim: in thè, 
first patent is, for ‘ the application ‘of .cutter.or pla» 
‘ning wheels to planing boards, &c., and’ the:im- 
‘proved method of cutters for grooving and tongue- 
‘ing, and cutting mouldings on wood,’ &e. «As the 
claim is for the application of well-known insiru- 
ments, other persons might form new and improved 
combinations, giving greater efficiency to the ma- 
chine. There are few machines which have re» 
mained stationary during the last twenty years. 
The machinery for cotton factories becomes obsa- 
lete every ten years, and must be renewed by im- 
proved machinery, even when the old machinery is 
not much worn, because of the advance of im- 
provements in a branch of mechanics where im: 
provement was long since considered as having 
goneas far as genius, combined with capital, could 
carry it. Similar illustrations can be drawn from 
almost every invention of importance during: the 
present century. If, therefore, yow give to one 
man and his posterity the monopoly of an inven- 
tion for nearly half a century, you put a stop. for 
that time to its improvement, by withholding all 
inducement to intelligent experiments; and instead 
of an-encouragement to arts and to invention, your 
laws would be calculated to retard improvement, 
and to oppress the community with useless and 
odious exactions. Either the general patent law, 
and the policy on which it is founded, is wrong, 
which limits the exclusive enjoyment of an inven- 
tion, or the practice of granting special acts. of 
Congress for extensions of patents is wrong.. A 
special act of extension, unless as an exception for 
some extraordinary oceasion, is a violation of the 
general law, and serves to weaken its force, and 
bring even legitimate paftents, granted under the 
law, into disrepute. . : 
“ But if the allegations made before the com: 
mittee be true, that the amended patent covers. all 
the improvements made in the planing machine 
for the last twenly years, by passing this bill you 
would commit a double injury—one upon the 
inventors, and another upon the community. In 


|| a printed argument lately submitted to the Supreme 


Court, involving the question of the claimed rights 
under this patent, it is said, ‘that any machine 
‘which combines the operation of planing with 
‘ tongueing and grooving, by combination of cutting 
‘instruments with pressure, and: in. combination 
‘with pressure for controlling. the -plank, is. an 
‘infringement ‘of. Woodworth’s patent: = This, 
broad claim, if sustained, would exclude: all: mas 
chinery for planing, except perhaps the old hand 
plane, however superior that machinery. might 
be, and however it might differ from it imah its 
combinations—for.no machine can operate unless 
with cutting instruments, combined with pressure, 
and some mode of pressing the board or plank, to 
keep it in place. The claim, in the first patent, 
was for the application of well-known instruments, 
to produce a given result, Planing by machinery, 
to a limited extent, had long before been practised, 
The claim now is for what is called the principle 
combined with its application, and is said to €X- 
clude every form of machinery which can pro- 
duce the-same result. If, now, by your action, 
you confirm this pretention, you puta stop to all 
the machines which have been patented for. the 
same object—one of which is said to differ in 
almost every particular from this machine, and 
does double the work in the same time; and. you 
put a stop to all improvement for the next twenly 
| years to come. l would bea monopoly, far 
| greater than was ever before granted in this coun- 
; try to any one man, or combination of men. The 
greater portion of all planing «is now done by 
machinery-—sashes, blinds, door-pannels, are 
made by machinery, with cutting instruments 
combined with pressure, and reducing them to 
| form, by planing. Nearly all the boards and 
i timber shipped to California, are ‘planed before 
| their shipment. Confirm this pretension, by pass- 
ing this vil, and you bring all this business within 
the grasp, and place all the improvements of 
others at the mercy, of these monopolists, for the 
| next twenty years. 

“The memorial instances, as a precedent to 
govern your action, the renewal of Blanchard’s 
patent for irregular forma. There is no objection 
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to follow-a precedent, when it is a:good- one; and 
the. circumstances of the cases are similar, though 
it stands alone among the acts..of Congress; but 
here the memorialist bas cited. a precedent be- 
Jieved.to be-bad in. itself and differing in. many-of 
jts features from his: own case. Without intend- 
ing to- reflect- upon former acts of Congress, it may 
be-remarked, that the precedent.set of legislating, 
as-in'this patent, five-years in advance of the ex- 
piration of, the renewed. term, andthe “anprece- 
dented. extension of Blanchard’s patent,-are both 
acts of legislation not to be held. up.for imitation, 
but to. be avoided.. Fortunately, they are cases 
that have no precedert on which. to found them; 
and:should this bill be passed.-into a law, it could 
only be paralleled. by the monopolies in the worst 
days-of British’ rule, when. court favorites. were 
pampered in, wealth by grants of monopolies, till 
they became. too odious and oppressive to be borne 
by the submissive tools of power.” 

Mr. O, continued: Had the true character and 
purpose of this bill been understood by all of the 
committee, Í am persuaded it could not have been 
reported. If i am right in this, itis a good reason 
for its recommitment for revision and reconsidera- 
tion. 

The instructions are not believed to be necessary 
for the guidance of the committee, for. there has 
been no indisposition. on the part of any one, to 
take up the petitions and memorials upon the 
question of repealing the law of 1845. That sub- 
ject was postponed, at my suggestion, to allow all 
the petitions and memorials. to come in, after sufi- 
cient notice was given to the public that the sub- 
ject of this patent. was under consideration by 
Congress. My first object was to postpone the 
report upon the bill; but as. the memorialist and 
his friends were so very urgent, the majority con- 
sented to make the report. ‘There would be a 
manifest incongruity in leaving this bill before the 
House, while the committee, which reported it, 
had under their consideration the repeal of the 
very act which this bill proposes to extend. 
There is, therefore, good reason for the motion 
under consideration, for facilitating the considera- 
tion of the subject, and placing it in its proper 
order.: If gentlemen, favoring this bill, think to 
avoid investigation, by hastening its passage, | 
beg to undeceive them. The public feeling has 
been aroused upon this matter; investigation has 
been askel; and an investigation will be made, 
either in this or in some other form. 

Sir, although this is a private bill, it relates to a 
matter which, in its importance, has assumed a 
public character. Tue Legislature of New York, 
with uncommon unanimity, bas asked for an in- 
vestigation of the circumstances of the farmer 
extension of this patent, and the proceedings under 
it, with a view to a repeal of the act of exten- 
sion. A large and highly respectable meeting of 
mechanics and others, assembled from several 
States, have pussed resolutions, which have been 
read, and sent in a memorial, which is printed and 
placed in the hands of all the members of this 
House. There are thousands of petitioners, whose 
memorials have been referred to the Committee 
on Patents since the report of this bill, and other 
thousands are in the hands of members waiting 

our action, all asking for this investigation. 

hey all, in more or less direct terms, charge that 
the former act of extension was carried through 
Congress by fraud and misrepresentation. You 
owe it to the State, whose Legislature has asked 
this investigation. You owe it to the thousands 
of mechanics and others, who have sent in their 
petitions, and made the same request, and repeated 
this charge. You owe it to yourselves, and to the 


country, that you should grant this investigation | 


in the fullest manner. This should not be a seem- 
ing acquiescence, while the substance is withheld. 
It would be but mockery, to say to the committee 
that they might make the investigation for a repeal 
of the act, while the bill for its extension was pass- 
ing through its various stages in the House. 

{t has been said that this is not the proper place, 
in the proceedings, to enter upon the discussion of 
the merits of the reported bill. 


While granting | 


bill through Congress, when the act of extension 
of 1845 only commenced ‘running in December 
last, and it had seven years from. that time to run. | 
There is no good reason given in the memorial for 
this haste; butitis incidentally. stated, that a Balui- 
more jury deliberately gave a verdict in November 
last, declaring that the amended patent issued in 
1845, upon the surrender of the original patent of 
1828, was not for the same invention.: From this an 
appeal is understood to have been taken, and the 
case is still pending in court upon the questidh of 
law. The very. ‘statement of this matter should | 
put you upon inquiry; and I propose to give you 
a sketch of the proceedings under this Woodworth 
patent, that you may more readily appreciate, and 
more fully understand, what the persons pressing 
the passage of this bill are solicitous of obtaining. 
By the 13th section of the general patent law, 
to which I would refer, it will be seen that a pa- 
tentee, or his assignee, or administrator, may sur- 
render up a patent whenever it * shall be inopera- 
‘ tive or invalid, by reason of a defective or insuffi- 
‘cient description or specification,” and the error 
arises from inadvertence or mistake, and a new pa- 
tent be granted ‘ for the same invention.” Ithas 
been decided, that the action of the commissioner 
is final, except when collusion is shown, or it is 
| manifest that the new patent was not “for the 
same invention” as the one surrendered, it will 
be seen that on the surrender, the original patent is 
declared to be ‘invalid or inoperative.” 1 
surrender of this patent was after the passage of 
the act of extension of 1845. The father and son 
had enjoyed the exclusive use of the original patent 
| for seventeen years, and had received large sums 
for the sale of rights and for leases. If the records 
of the Patent-Office can be relied upon, or the rep- 
resentations publicly made, no patent was ever 
more profitable than this was, even in the seventeen 
years under the original patent, which, after having 
been enjoyed three years longer than the general 
patent law secures, was surrendered up As “* inop- 
erative or invalid.’? The law did not intend to 


the proper language to be used in reaching the 
claim, and to provide against its invalidity when 
claiming too much. In 1843, the part of the claim 
to originality, relating to reducing plank to a width, 
was disclaimed; and in July, 1845, the whole was 
surrendered, and a new patent taken out, for what 
a Baltimore jury has declared to be for a different 
| invention. 1 will refer here to the argument of a 
case (Wilson vs. Barnum) under this amended 


| 


{ 


| 
j 
i 


| Woodworth patent. 
| claim in the reissued patent will warrant this ex- H 


this to a certain extent, it is due to the House to | 


state some of the facts connected with this matter, 
for a proper understanding and appreciation of 
the extraordinary proceedings of those secking the 
passage of this bill. 

-The first thing- peculiar, that must strike every 
one,is:theanxiety of those interested, to urge this 
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pateni in the United States court, made since this 
matter has been before us. The argument was of- 
fered by a distinguished Senator: “ It is respect- 
‘fully submitted, that any machine, which com- 
| ‘ bines the operation of planing with tongueing and 
‘ grooving, by the combination of cutting instru- 
‘ments with pressure,” ‘in combination with 
“pressure for controlling the plank, is an infringe- 
‘ment of the Woodworth patent, for he was the 
t first who successfully combined these mechanical 
‘ operations.” 

Again, near the close of the argument: ‘ A cut- 
‘ting instrument is combined with pressure to 
‘plane, tongue, and groove aboard. Woodworth 
| “invented no more and no less.” These are ex- 
plained in another part, to mean that he invented 


| the principle of planing by machinery, with its ap- 
| plication; and any machine combining a cutting 


instrument with pressure, is a violation of the ! 
W hether the description and 


| traordinary claim, is not decided, as the ease was | 
dismissed upon another point. 
terest have acted upon this principle, and prosecu- | 
tions are understood to have been commenced in 
nearly every State in the Union, for violations of | 
this patent, against persons having machines dif- | 
fering from this machine, as originally patented. 
Notices have been served upon those having ma- 
| chines, for making sashes and for making blinds, 
| and they are made to come within the principle of 
; this truly extraordinary claim. Itis madea sweep- | 


bining ‘ cutting edges with pressure,” 
and made to pay tribute; and this monopoiy, after |! 
| having been enjoyed in one form for twenty-one |Í 
| years, 1s proposed by this bill to be extended, with || 
į the former extension, twenty-one years longer, | 
with all its ad 

By referring to the original patent, it will be 
seen that all that is claimed as his invention, by 


are brought | 


i 
i 


The | 


enlarge the claim—it was intended only to allow | 


The parties in in- || 


stakes—a drag net—into which all machines, com- /| 


ditional claims. ! 


the elder Woodworth, is the application of well- 
known instruments to plane by machinery., In 
this country, and in Europe, more than twenty 
machines had been patented for the same purpose, 
before this patent. Since then, more than twenty 
other patents have been issued from the Patent 
Office for planing .machines. There have been 
four or five within the last year. Some of them 
are said to do three times as much work in the 
same time as this machine, and differ from it in 
every other particular, except in ‘ using cutting 
instruments combined with pressure,” which it ig 
“ respectfully submitted’ must always be used in 
planing a board. 

I will. now call attention to the effect of your 
proceedings, if you pass this bill as reported. 
Woodworth, the elder, makes an invention—meri- 
torious it may be—secures a patent, seils it out, 
and dies... His son and. administrator has it re- 
newed, under the patent law, for seven years; and 
again has it renewed by Congress, four years be- 
fore the expiration of the first seven, for seven 
years longer. Six years after the death of the 
original inventor, he surrenders up his patent as 
invalid, and takes out a new patent, which is also 
declared, by a jury, to be invalid for claiming 
| what was not claimed under the first patent. The 
disappointed litizant comes here, and asks you to 
| pass a law for his special benefit, by which he is 
to obtain a legislative sanction to his unjust claim. 
He is not the inventor—his father is not the in- 
ventor. Congress alone gives him a ‘itle to what 
| he was not entitled to without congressional in- 
terposition, Armed with this, he goes into court 

and defeats his opponent. Armed with this, hav- 
i ing his principle and application sanctioned by a 
| law of Congress, he suppresses all other machines, 
| puts his own price for the use of his machines, 

and thus secures, for twenty-one years,a monopoly 
worth millions to the possessor, The person who 
invented this new machinery for cheating his 
i neighbor in legislature, and for deciding law suits, 
deserves a patent for his ingenuity in management, 
if he does not deserve one in mechanics. 

If it be shown, as it is allezed, that there was 
no great merit in the original invention—if large 
sums were realized for sales by the father under 
the first patent, and larger for.the renewed patent 
by the son—if it be shown, as alleged, that the 
act of extension was obtained by fraud. and mis- 
representation, and that those who have held 
under this patent have pursued their course in the 
worst spirit of injustice and oppression, some re- 
dress should be granted. The power to do further 
mischief should be taken away, instead of lending 
aid to stiil greater injustice and oppression. 

It is said by the gentleman from Vermont, that 
there are vested rights under the act of extension 
of 1845, and Congress cannot, in justice to others, 
repeal that act If Congress cannot repeal the act, 
it is in the power of Congress to confine its opera- 
tion to the original claim in the first patent. That 
patent has been declared by this memorialist to be 
invalid and inoperative, and a jury has declared 
the renewed patent to be invalid, and in‘this dilem- 
ma your aid isinvoked—for what? To give this 
man the vested rights of ail other patent planing 
machines. You are asked to place in these parties’ 
j hands a more sure instrument of oppression than 
‘the one that has failed them. Will you do it? 
Will you do it blindly, without inquiry, and in the 
face of the various charges made and reiterated 
against those who have been interested in the fruits 
of this monopoly and alleged fraud ? 

Sir, this subject is one in which the country is 
strongly interested, and to the proceedings con- 
nected with it there are thousands looking with 
great anxiety. They believe a great injustice has 
been perpetrated, and thata greater is attempted. 
Your decision upon this question will give them 
assurance that Congress will right the wrong, if 
wrong in this matier be shown to exist. 

There is no indisposition in the people of this 
| country to reward meritorious inventors; and just 
in proportion as they are willing to reward merit, 
in the same measure do they condemn those whose 
i pretensions are not well founded. They know 
that the selfish, the crafty, and the powerful, have 
too often seized the just rewards belonging to those 
who have spent their lives in meritorious exertions, 
jand died unrewarded. If those are right who 
charge fraud in this matter, there never wasa more 
flagrant case, for there never was a case where the 
pretensions have been put forward with more assu- 
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rance; or exercised in a more exacting spirit. If 
the records of the Patent Office can be trusted, or 
the representations of those who profess to know 
can be credited, there is scarcely any invention in 
modern times where larger sums have been taken 
from the public. No one subject has been a more 
prolific source. of litigation, or which gave more 
trouble, or consumed more of the time of our 
higher courts of jastice. In the affidavit of a Mr. 
Wilson, of Philadelphia, who appears. to. have 
profited the largest by this monopoly, it is stated 
that $150,000 have been ‘paid ‘for counsel and 
court fees;’? and he estimates the future litigation 
will cost $100,000 more. : 

If this litigation arose from a spirit of aggression 
on the part of those who have been dragged into 
court, there might be some apology for it; but if 


it arose from the insecure foundation of the first’ 


patent, and the unjust pretensions of the second, 
there is no good excuse for it. Individuals have 
been oppressed by it, and the courts of justice 
have been occupied with it, for the purpose of 
sustaining unjust pretensions. Give to the bill 
reported the sanction of law, and you will cut off 
litigation by a summary process—allow those 
parties to pursue, in the same spirit, without re- 
straint, all who would be placed by this bill 
within their grasp, and allow them to charge their 
own price, as the last proviso in the bill appears 
to contemplate, and instead of their returns being 
reckoned by thousands and hundreds of thousands, 
as they now are, they would count their millions 
of dollars. Instead of a just privilege for a limited 
time, for the proper use of their own invention, it 
is believed» you would grant a monopoly of the 
improvements of others to a grasping set of selfish 
speculators, who have called up the ghost of a 
doubtful invention, and now come here to ask you 
to give it life and being, and to clothe it with the 
habiliments, and to give it the rights, of merito- 
‘rious inventors, and an unlimited range for pil- 
laging the public. 

Sir, it is charged, that the parties who come here 
for this bill, have procured the extension under the 

eneral law of a patent invalid in itself, and claim- 
ing the invention of others as belonging to them- 
selves, and of procuring the rejection of the more 
meritorious invention. 

k is charged that, by misrepresentation and 
fraud, a special act of Congress was procured to 
be passed long in advance of the expiration of the 
extended term under the renewed patent. 

It is charged that the passage of that act was 
brought about by favoritism and powerful per- 
sonal influence. ; 

It is charged, that in the surrender and reissue 
of the existing patent, a great fraud was committed 
under the general patent Jaw, by claiming, for the 
invention of Woodworth, all the inventions and 
improvements in the planing machine made by 
others; and of an endeavor to obtain the sanction of 
Congress to allow them to draw into one sweeping 
net, all the fruits of the toil and ingenuity of these 
other inventors. 

lt is charged that these parties have used the 
powers, thus wrongfully obtained, in an oppres- 
sive and extortinate manner; that they have ex- 
acted and received large sums of money, and more 
than enough to reward the most meritorious in- 
vention. rA 

These charges having been made, it is for you 
to determine whether you will grant those who 
make them an opportunity to be heard, by recom- 
mitting this bill with instructions, ‘to make the 
inquiry asked for, and to report the result. 

Mr. O. having concluded, 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, obtained the floor. 
He alluded to the manifest injustice done to the 
other business of the House, which was thus, by 
an urparliamentary mancuvre, taken out of its 
regular order, that this question might be put ahead 
of it; and with a view, he said, to place the sub- 
ject in its proper order on the calendar, and that 
the discussion might be continued in its proper 
place, he moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid upon the table. i 

Mr. CALVIN asked the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered; and, being taken, were—yeas 64, 
nays 103. f 

Šo the House decided that the motion to recon- 
sider the vote, by which the said bill had been re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole House, 
should not be laid upon.the table. 

[A message in writing was received from the 


President of the United States, by the hands of || 


Colonel W..S. S. Bliss, his private Secretary] 
_The question recurring on the motion to recon- 

sider the vote by which the said bill had been re- 

ferred to the Committee of the Whole House, 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, said he had voted 
to lay on the table the mouon to reconsider, for the 
reasons stated by the gentleman who made the 
motion, [Mr. Brown.] This motion to recon- 
sider the reference to the Committee of the Whole 
Howse, opened all the merits of the case, and con- 
sumed the morning hour, and excluded the con- 
sideration of the legitimate business of the House, 
without any sufficient reason; for the merits of 
the whole case would be open in the Committee 
of the Whole House, when gentlemen could move 
their amendments, embracing, if necessary, an 
amendment to repeal the extension law of 1845. 
The subject could be considered then in its whole 
length and breadth, while during the morning 
hour it could not be fully considered, without 
prejudice to other business. To bring the dis- 
cussion, therefore, to a conclusion, he would move 
the previous. question on the motion to reconsider. 
The House could sustain this motion, if it pleased, 
and pass. upon the merits of the case now, or leave 
the bill in Committee of the Whole, to take its 
proper place on the calendar, and be fully con- 
sidered in order. 

Mr. SACKETT asked Mr. McLane to with- 
draw the motion, and pledged himself to renew it. 

Mr. McLANE said that the gentleman’s promise | 
to renew the demand for the previous question, 
would be of no moment at all ta him, (Mr. McL.,) 
because if he withdraw for one gentleman, he must 
withdraw for another. He declined, therefore, to 
withdraw the motion. 

The question was then taken on the demand for 
the previous question, and there was a second. 

And, after some coversation, the main question 
was ordered; and being taken, the vote was recon- 
sidered. + 

The SPEAKER then stated the question to be 
on referring the bill to the Committee of the Whole 
House, [the instructions of Mr. Concer, having 
been read for information only, and not formally 
presented, as they could not be, pending the motion 
to reconsider. } 

After some conversation on this point, in which 
Messrs. Hunter, Concer, and the SPEAKER par- 
ticipated, 

Mr. JONES moved that the bill be laid on the 
table. 

The question having been taken, and decided in 
the affirmative without a division, 

The bill was laid upon the table. 

CALIFORNIA, 

On motion of Mr. STEPGENS, of Georgia, 
the House resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Born, of 
Kentucky, in the chair,) and resumed the consid* 
eration of the California question. 

Mr. ASHMUN was entitled to the floor, and 
addressed the committee [in remarks which will 
be published in the Appendix] on the slavery ques- 
tion generally. 

Mr. AVERETT then obtained the floor, and 
addressed the committee in part, when he yielded 
to a motion that the committee rise. 

The-motion having been agreed to, the commit- 
tee rose and reported. 

Mr. STANLY asked that, by unanimous con- 
sent, the message received from the President to- 
day, lying upon the Speaker’s table, be Jaid before 
the House. 

The SPEAKER said the message related to } 


California; and if there was no objection, he 


would lay it before the House. 

There being no objection, 

The message was laid before the House, and 
read as follows: 

To the House of Representatives of the United States: 

I herewith transmit, for the information of Congress, a 
copy of the report of Tuomas Butler King, Esq., appointed 
bearer of dispatehes and special agent to California, made 
in pursuance of instructions issued from the Department of 
State, on the 3d day of April last. Z. TAYLOR, 

WASHINGTON, March 26, 1850. 

Mr. STANLY moved that the message and 
accompanying document be laid upon the table, 
and printed. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, submitted a mo- 
tion that ten thousand extra copies be printed. __ 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, said it was a docu- 


ment for which there was great demand; and he. 


would therefore 
sand copies.: ~ : PET ie i 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, accepted the 
amendment as-a modification of his motions S. 
The SPEAKER said the motion “to. print.the. 
extra copies would have to be referred, unde the 
rule, to the Committee on Printing. |. 


move. to substitute twenty. thon- + 


The question was taken first on the motion to: 
lay the message on the table, and to. print; and it 
was agreed to. ae 

The question now being on. the reference to the 
Committee on Printing, of the motion to print the 
extra copies, i: : 

Mr. INGE moved that the House adjourn; 
which motion was put to the House, and decided 
in the negative. f 

Mr. BAYLY said that there was already à de- 
ficiency of $120,000 in the contingent fund of the 
House, arising, ina great measure, from ithe ex- 
traordinary quantity of printing ordered. This 
fact, he thought, should be considered. 

Mr. STANLY. Suppose there is a deficiency 
in the contingent fund, are we to have no more 
printing for that cause? 

Mr. BAYLY said he was not opposed to the 
printing. He merely apprised gentlemen of ‘a 
fact. ; ; 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, remarked*that 
the document would be one of forty-five or fifty 
pages only—that it was one of great importancé,. 
for which there would be great demand.. Ele had 
received letters already in relation to it. ` 

The question was then put on referring the mọ- 
tion to print to the Commitice on Printing, and it 
was agreed to, i 

Mr. SACKETT asked the unanimons consent 
of the House to introduce a bill, of which previous 
notice had been given. 

Objection was made. 

On motion, the House then adjourned. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. . 
By Mr. PEASLEE: A bill to be eutitled an act author- 
izing the payment of interest to the, State of New Hamp- 
shire. È 
By Mr. HAMPTON: A bill granting a portion of the pùb- 
lie lands 10 the State of Pennsylvania, tor the purpose of 
aiding in the constractiowof the Peutsylvania ratioad, the 
Ohio and Pennsylvania railroad, and ‘the Pittsburg and 
Connelisville railroad. 


PETITIONS, &e. s 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees: E a 2 

By Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania: The petition of citi» 
gens of Columbia county, Pennsylvania, complaiiing-of the 
large importation of toreign iron, aud asking that the man= 
ner ingwhich the duties are laid, should be modiiied so as to 
prevent sudden and enormous inportations of that article. 

Also, the petition of citizens ‘of Greenfield, Luzerne 
county, Pennsylvania, in favor of cheap postage, 

By Me. MORRIS: The petition of 210 citizens of Ripley 
ang vicinity, in Brown ounty, Onto, praying that slavery 
aud the slave-trade may be expressty prohibited by act ot 
Congress in all the territories of the Umted Stites, ` 

Also, the petition of 205 citizens of t e same” place, re- 
questing that provision be made by law, that when auy per- 
son shall be arrested »s a fugitive slave, in any State other 
than that in which he is alleged to be held to serviee, be shatl 
not be delivered to the claimant, or his agent, excep. on the 
finding of a jury that he ix the slave of the claimant, 

Also, the pr ution of 213 citizens of the same place, pray- 
ing that no State be hereafter admined into the Union, un- 
Jess the constitution of such State shall expressly prohibit 


the existence of slavery within its limits. 
Also, the petition of 200 citizens of the-same place, pray- 
ing for the repeal of «ll Jaws, and parts of laws, adopted or 


enacted Ify Congress, by which slavery or the slave-trade is 
authorized or sanctioned in the city of Washington, in the 
District of Columbia, and that in the event of thelr non= 
repeal, that the seat ofthe National Government may be re- 
woved to some more suitible location, 

By Mr. SCHENCK: The petition of J. B. Shepard aud 
94 other citizens and electors of Dayton, Onto, praying that 
slavery and the shive-trade may be exp essly protubited’ by 
act of Congress in all the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of S. Kittredge and 83 other cilizens and 
electors of Dayton, Ohio, praying thar Congress will secure 
to alleged fugitive slaves tie rightof wiabby jury: 

Also, We petition of D. B. Wilson and 75 other citizens 
and electors of Dayton, Obio, praying for the repeal of att 
laws, and parts of laws, by. which slavery:or the slave tiade 
is authorized or sanctioned inthe District of Columbia, and 
that in the event of ther not being repealed, the seat of the 


| National Government be removed to sume more suitable 
; lucation. 


Also, the petition of S. Kittredge and 109 other citizens 
and electors of Dayion, Ouio, praying that no State shall 
hereaticr be adunued into the Union, uniess the constitc= 
tion of such State shall expressly prohihitslavery within its 


; limits. 


By Mr. DUER: The petition of W. A. Judson and 71 
otliers, Citizetis of Oswego county, New York, praying that 
the rates of duty upon foreign iron, whieh were collected 
under the tariff act of 1846, be mace specific, 
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* „Adso, the memorial of the ‘mayor, common council, and 
citizens of thecity of Oswego, New York, praying for the | 
reimbursement of moneys expended by them in the preser- 
vation of the pier at Oswego. p ; 

Also, the petition.of 12) electors of Smithfield, Madison 
county, New..York, praying for- the right of trial by jury to 
persons claimed as fugitive slaves. : 

‘Also, the” petition of 123 elec 

gainst the admission of any more slave 

pion. : M > . i. 
Also, the petition of 122 electors of the same place, pray- 

ing for-the répeal of all laws enacted or adopted’ by Con- 

gress, for the-supportof slavery in the. District of Columbia. 

“Also, the petition: of 123 electors of the same piace; for | 
the esiablishment and protection of freedom in the territories 
of the United States. A 

By Mr. ALBERTSON ; The: petition of Samuel G. Bar- 
Fett.and 74 others, citizens of Gibson county, Indiana, pray- 
jng Congress. to: pass a law to establish a mail-route from 
Washington, in Davis county, tò Petersburgh, in Pike 
county, thence on the new Siate road through Gibson and 
Vanderburg counties to Evansville. 

Also, the petition of {saac Street and 176 others, citizens 
of Gibson and Pike counties, Indiana, on the same subject. 

Also, the petition of Findley McRae and 180 others, citi- 
zens of Harrison county, Indiana, praying the passage of a 
law, grauting bounty land to the officers and soldiers of the 
Indian wars, and of the late war with Great Britain, and to 
the widows and children of such officers and soldiers who 
have died. 

By Mc. WENTWORTH: The petition of citizens of 
Kendall county, Hinois, for two cents postage. 

Also, the petit on of citizens of Grundy county for two 
cents postage. 

By Mr. GORMAN: The memorial of the soldiers of the 
war of 1812, 1813, 1814, 1815, and the proceedings of a meet- 
ing of the people of Monroe county, Indiana, praying for 
bounty land. 

By Mr. ALEXANDER: The petition. of 51 citizens of 
Victoria, Knox county, IHinois, praying -Congress to estab- 
lish a uniform rate of postage, not to exceed one cent on 
newspapers and two cents on each prepaid letter of half an 
ounce, for all distances, 

By Mr. CHANDLER: The petition of A. Case and 50 
others, citizens of Philadelphia, asking fora reduction of 
postage on prepaid tetters. - 

Also, the petition of sundry citizens of Philadelphia, ask- 
ing tor the erection of piers at Reedy island, in the Delaware. 

By Mr. BROWN, of Indiana: ‘She petition of Levi L. 
Todd and 82 other citizens of Indiana, who were soldiers 
of the war of 1812, praying a grant of bounty lands for their 
services in said war. 

Alxo, the petition of J. B, New and 18 others, on the same 
subject. 

Also, the petition of Simon Smock and 4 others, on the 
same subject. 

By Mr. BURROWS: The petition of Andrew J. Chester 
and 60 others, citizens of Albion, New York, asking for a 
reduction of postage on prepaid letters. 

„By Mr. HAMPTON: Three petitions, numerously signed 
by citizens of Pittsburg, praying for the sate of a certain lot 
of ground in said city, and for the erection of a custom-house 
and other publie buildings, for the use uf the officers of the 
United States Government. 

By Mr. ANDREWS: The petition of Charles Coon and 
53 others, citizens of Argyle and Greenwich, Washington 
county, New York, for the repeal of all laws enacted or 
adopted by Congress, for the support of slavery in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of Charles Coon and 6) others, citizens 
of the same place, to secure to alleged fugitives the right of 
trial by jury. 

Also, the petition of Charles Coon and 65 others, citizens 
of ue same place, for the establishment and protection of 
freedom in the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of Abrabam Matthews and 75 others, citi- 
zens of the same place, against the admission of more slave 
States into the Union. 

By Mr. MCCLERNAND: The petition of citizens of Nor- 
wich, Connecticut, for cheap postage. 

By Mr. HOWE: The petition of Henry Robison and 76 
others, cilizens of Lawrenca county, Pennsylvania, praying 
Congress to admit wo State into the Union, unless, by the | 
cpasctuation of such State, slavery is expressly prohibited 
therein, 

Also, the petition of Silas Stevenson and 77 others, eiti- 
zens of Lawrence county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress 
to abolish slavery and the -slave-trade in all the territories 
of the United States, 

By Mc. WHITE: The 


tors of the: same’ place, 
States into the 


à petition of T. R. Houghton, James | 
S. Muuroe and 42 others, citizens of Corinth, in the county 
of Saratoga, State of New York, praying Congress to pass a | 
law by which the duty, levied: upon foreign imported iron, | 
may be made equal to the duty levied on such iron at the 
thine when the tariff law of 1846 first took effect, and that 
said duty be specifie and uniform as to time. 4 

Also, the petition of Jeremy Rockwell, Joel Dayton and 
53 others, citizens of Hadley Falls, Saratoga county, New | 
York, praying Congress to pass a law fixing the duty upon 
Poported iron, at the amount charged when the tariff bill of 
1843 first went into effect, and making the said duty specifie. 

Also, the petitionʻoť N. E. Young, R. McDonnell, aad 169 
others, citizens of Saratoga Springs and vicinity, Saratoga 
coonty, New York, praying that the duty levied upon im- 
ported tron, at the time the tariff bill of 1846 first took effect, 
may be made specific, and charged upon the importations, 
regularly and unitormiy, in lieu of the present ad vatorum 
syster 


„his seat.: On the 18th of March last, th 
conversation occurred. here: . oe 
“Mr. Kine. I rise, Mr. President, tò call the attention 
of the Senator from New Hampshire, [Mr. Haxe,] to what 
is published in the ‘Intelligencer of the 14th “instant, pur- 
porting to be remarks made in the Senate of the United 
States by Mr: SEWARD, aud the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire, to the following effect: ape 3 i 

“<f think it was Jefferson who said that the ‘natural ally 
‘of slavery in the South, was the Democracy of the North.’ 

«cMr: Have. It-was Mr. Buchanan whosaid so> -> `` 
L&I now ask the Senator: from. New Hampshire to state 
where, when, and: upon what occasion, Mt. Buchan, 
either in the Senate, or anywhere else, made. use-of -the ex- 
pression to which he referred, that the northern Democracy 
‘were the natural allies of slavery at the South? 

‘Mr. Hate. Ihave not the documents by me, and cannot 
quote the precise phraseology; and 1 did not expect to be 
called upon to do it at this time; but [ think I can satisty 
the Senator from Alabama on the subject before many 
days.” 

The Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Davis] then 
stated, that what Mr. Buchanan had said, was in 
a speech on the veto power. I have found, sir, 
the remark to which I alluded, and I will read it 
to the Senate without comment, and leave the 
Senate and the country to judge whether it justi- 
fied my suggestion. 

I wil, however, do Mr. Buchanan the justice 
to say, that the words quoted by the Senator from 
New York [Mr. Sewarn] do not appear. I will 
read the language, leaving it, without comment, to- 
the Senate and to the country to say how far it 
justified the remark 1 made, speaking, as I did at 
the time, from memory. It was a speech on the 
ratification of the treaty with Great Britain, settling 
the northwest boundary: 

‘All Christendom is leagued against the South upon the 
question of domestie slavery. They bave no other allies to 
sustain their constitalional rights, except the Democracy of 
the North. Iu my own State, we inscribe upon our party 
banners, hostility 10 abolition. Itis there one of the cardi- 
nal principles of the Democratic party.’? 


Mr. KING. lrose the other day to call the at- 
tention of the Senate, and particularly of the 
Senator from New Hampshire, to a remark that 
he had made in reference to what had fallen from 
the Senator from New York, [Mr. Sewarp,] who 
said Mr. Jefferson had stated ‘that the Democ- 
‘racy of the North were the natural allies of slave- 
tery.” The Senator from New Hampshire re- 
marked, ‘* not Mr. Jefferson; it was Mr. Buchan- 
an that said so.” {called his attention to it, sir, 
in order to give him an apportunity-of withdraw- 
ing the statement that he then made, that it was 
Mr. Buchanan who made that remark, inasmuch 
as Mr. Buchanan had never made any such re- 
mark, nor indeed had Mr. Jefferson. 1 stated then 
that Mr. Buchanan had, on various occasions, in 
the House, in the Senate, and before the country, 
declared, (which, at the time the declaration was 
made, was perhaps much more substantially true 
than itis at this moment,) thatthe South had to 
look to the Democracy of the North as their natu- 
ral ally to protect their constitutional rights; or, 
in other words, that the Democracy of the North 
were the natural allies of the South in the protec- 
tion of their constitutional rights to their property 
in slaves. Well, sir, [then thought, as I still 
think, that the Senator from New {[Iampshire 
could bring forward no speech, and no declaration, 
made by Mr. Buchanan at any time, that ran 
counter to what L then stated to be the view taken 
by Mr. Buchanan at the time he made the speech, 
from which an extract was read by the Senator 
from Mississippi, [Mr. Davyis,] which was sub- 
stantially the same as the extract read by the Sena- 
tor from New Hampshire, this morning. In that 
extract, Mr, Buchanan refers to the feeling of the | 
European Governments against us of the South, | 
and unfortunately, to a very great extent, it is true, 
because the European Governments are not ac- 
quainted with our precise situation with regard to į 
this property; they do not understand the manner | 
in which it is treated, the kindness exercised to- | 
ward these persons, and the utter impossibility 
of producing the emancipation, for which the Abo- | 
litionists contend, without the destruction of one 
race or the other, and producing a state of things 
which no haman being, with the common feelings 
of humanity, can ever wish to see brought about. | 


e following 


IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay, March 27, 1850. 
Mr. HALE. | ask the attention of the Senate 
for a moment, in order to answer a question pro- 


posed to mea day or two since by the Senator || 
from Alabama, [Mr. Kine,] who I see is now in | 


| 


Well, sir, the Senator from New Flampshire, 
with that frankness that ever characterizes him, 
has gone to a certain extent; but he did not go as 
far as a Senator of the United States—as a liberal, 
just, and candid man—should have gone. iie 
ought to have come forward at once, and made the 
correction, and acknowledged that he was mistaken 


if 


in. the remark he made, putting the declaration of 
the Senator from New York on-Mr. Buchanan, 
instead of leaving it where it had been improperly 
attributed. But, instead of doing that, he. read 
this extract: “ All Christendom is leagued against 
the South upon the question of domestic slavery.” 
That, sir, isa statement which might with great 
propriety.be made, perhaps with a few exceptions; 
fora few Governments still continue to hold slaves, 
and they are not leagued with the others against 
us; but the feeling is very strong upon this ques- 
tion. Mr. Buchanan then goes on, and says pre- 
cisely what he said in the other speech, and what 
he always has said, and which, at the time he de- 
livered it, was much more true than it unfortu- 
nately is now: they have no ether allies to sustain 
their constitutional rights, except the Democracy 
‘of the North.” Well, sir, for a length of time 
the Democracy of the North did, in good faith, 
and in strict accordance with their obligations to 
maintain the rights of the South, under the Consti- 
tution, show, by their votes and acts here, that 
they were prepared to go as far as it was necessa- 
ry to go in order to protect these rights. ° We have 
vote upon vote—we have resolution upon resolu- 
tion, sustained by northern men—declaring their 
determination to stand by the Constitution of the 
country, and not to inflict injury on their brethren 
of the South, by attempting to disturb the relations 
subsisting between them and their slaves. Since 
then, unfortunately, there has been a great change. 
I regret it most deeply. I regret that this should 
ever have been made a party question. I regret 
that any party at the North, or West, should have 
found it necessary to court the Abolitionists. The 
Abolitionists, what is their object? It is to inter- 
fere with the rights of the South, to this descrip- 
tion of property in the States.- Most assuredly it 
means nothing else; and therefore Mr. Buchanan 
very properly goes on to say, “In my own State 
“we inscribe upon our party banners ‘ hostility to 
‘abolition.? It is one of the cardinal principles of 
| ‘ the Democratic party.” And why? Because Ab- 
olitionism at once goes into the States, affecting 
the rights of the southern States, and weakening 
the hold they have, under the Constitution, to this 
description of property, which has been guarantied 
to them. 

Now, sir, the honorable Senator must admit, 
after this explanation, that Mr. Buchanan did not 
use the words which were attributed to Mr. Jef- 
ferson by the Senator from New York, and which 
he at the time applied to Mr. Buchanan. Mr. 
Buchanan contended for what I have said, and for 
this only. Le was drawing a distinction between 
the two parties in relation to this question, and 
stated, what was true, that there was a much 
larger proportion of the Democracy of the North 
for the protection of the constitutional rights of 
the South, than of the other party; that they were, 
therefore, the natural ally of the South in sustain- 
ing their constitutional rights. I think the Sen- 
ator from New Hampshire is now bound to say 
that Mr. Buchanan did not go further than this. 

Mr. HALE. A single word in reply, sir, and 
I have done. I think the Senator from Alabama 
hardly does me justice in calling upon me to say 
more than I have said. I have stated that I have 
| found that Mr. Buchanan did not use the precise 
words attributed to him—that everything | have 
found to sustain the remark which escaped from 
me, and which I made from memory only, is the 
extract which I have here produced. 1 do not 
undertake to construe it. I said then, and I re- 
peat now, that I leave it to the Senate, and to the 
country, to say how far it does sustain the remark 
which I made. ; 

The subject was then dropped. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. ATCHISON presented the memorial of 

| Joseph Parks, a Shawnee Indian, asking compen- 

| sation for a slave forcibly taken from his posses- 
sion by persons in Illinois. 

The memorialist sets forth that he was the 
owner of a negro slave named Stephen, who ran 
away from him during the year 1848, and escaped 
| to the State of Ihnois; that he pursued said slave 
i to McHenry county, in the State of Ilinois, and 


i 


i arrested him on the 17th July, 1848, and took him 


into- custody; that said slave was rescued from his 
possession by a mob of residents of said county, 
and conveyed to Canada, since which time the 
memorialist has never heard of his slave. Heasks, 
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therefore, that inasmuch as the Government of the 
United States has pledged itself in the acts regu- 
lating intercourse with the Indian tribes, to protect 
the property of said tribes, and to pay for it when 
destroyed by citizens of the United States, he may 
be paid for his negro out of the Treasury of the 
United States, together with a reasonable sum for 
his expenses in attempting to recapture him. 

The petition was referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. ` 

Mr. WALKER submitted a communication, ad- 
dressed to him by the Executive Committee of the 
University of Wisconsin and the Commissioners 
of the school lands in that State, in relation to a 
grant of certain salt-spring lands to the said insti- 
tution. 

At the last session, said the honorable gentle- 
man, the Senate passed a bill, making this cession 
of lands, but it faited in the House of Representa- 
tives, for want of time. He hoped, therefore, that 
the committee would report the bill, with as little 
delay as possible, in justice to the State of Wis- 
consin, 

The communication was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Public Lands. 

Also, two petitions of citizens of Walworth 
county, Wisconsin, asking the establishment of a 
mail-route from Muguanego to White Water, in 
that State; which were referred to the Committee 
on the Post-Ofñce and Post Roads. 

Mr. DAWSON presented the memorial of Henry 
Wiliams, United States attorney for the District 
of Georgia, asking an increase of his compensa- 
tion; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. WHITCOMB presented the memorial of 
officers and soldiers in the late war with Great 
Britain; which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 


Mr. MANGUM. I hold in my hand a petition 


signed by some three hundred persons of the most | 


respectable portion of the community in which 
they reside, in the county of Onslow, in the State 
of North Carolina. It represents, sir, that the 
navigation of New River, in that county, which 
passes through a region of exceeding fertility, is 
obstructed by shoals, at the point of its entrance 
into the Atlantic; and it prays a small appropria- 
tion for the purpose of removing these obstruc- 
tions. It sets forth, that the immediate vicinity of 
that river, not more than thirty miles into the in- 
terior, contains immense quantities of timber, corn, 
cotton, and various other articles of produce. I 
know it to be as fertile aa any region in the State; 
I know thatin addition to that, it is supplied with 
naval stores of every description—the finest forests 
—the largest trees which I ever saw, except on the 
banks of the Cumberland—all of which now re- 
main almost useless, because it is impossible to 
get them to the ocean. If an appropriation or 
grant of this sort is to be made, | know of no case 
in which it can more fairly and usefully be made, 
than in this instance, to the extent of the appro- 
priation asked for; and, sir, when it shall be re- 
membered, on the part of the committee to whom 
I desire to have it referred, that the State from 
which it comes has asked but very little from this 
Government, and has received much less, I trust 
that these petitioners will meet with due and fa- 
vorable consideration. I move that, without read- 
ing, the petition be referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 
The petition was so referred. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. TURNEY, from the Committee on Patents, 
to which were referred the petition and papers of 
Benjamin Tatham and brothers, submitted an ad- 
verse report on the same; which was ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. DAWSON, from the Committee on Patents, 
to which was referred the petition of William R. 
Nevins, asking a renewal of his patent for a ma- 
chine for cutting and rolling dough for crackers, 
biscuits. &c., submitted a report, asking to be 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
same; which was ordered to be printed. 
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NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. CLARKE gave notice that he would to- 
morgow, or some subsequent day, ask leave to 
introduce a bill to refund to the State of Rhode 
Island certain sums, advanced by that State, for 
the support of volunteers and enlisted soldiers in 
the late war with Mexico. 


COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS. 

Mr. BENTON. Mr. President, I ask the per- 
mission of the Senate to be excused from further 
service on the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

The question on granting the request to be ex- 
cused, was taken accordingly, and agreed to. 

Mr. KING. I regret very much that the hon- 
orable Senator has felt it to be his duty to ask to 
be excused from serving on the Committee on 
Foreign Relations; but as he has so desired it, I 
will move that the presiding officer appoint another 
Senator to fill the vacancy in the committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 


PERSONAL AND EXPLANATORY, 

Mr. BENTON. There being a gap at this mo- 
ment in the business of the Senate, I will call the 
attention of the Senate to what Í read in one of 
the morning papers—the National Intelligencer. 
It purports to be an account of what was said here 
yesterday, in a certain case, in which my own voice 


was heard. So far as I am represented in that pa- 
per, sir, the report is substantially correct. So far 
as another is concerned, it is not correct. Now, 


Mr. President, I have to say, what every Senator 
well knows, that it is not only the right, but the 
duty, of a Senator, to revise his speeches, improve 
the style, and improve the argument, if it relates 
to argument; but where there is something of a 
different character—something personal—there can 
be no alteration of the words. ‘This is parliament- 
ary law, and it is the law, I will not say of honor, 
but of civilized man. 

Now, after the scene which occurred yesterday, 
the reporter [for the ‘t Union’’} came to.me and laid 
on my table the notes of what I had said, and 
asked me to revise them. I refused even to read 
them. I didnot, and would not read them. I told |! 
him it was his business to make it correct, and I 
expected he had made it correct. And why would |! 
not I read them, sir? Because it should not be 
said that I had meddled with a word privately. 1 
intended then, as I always intend, and as the only 
way that honor can ever do, to let the reporter 
make his report of personal scenes; and if there 
is anything wrong in the report, correct it in the 
Senate—correct it in the face of those who heard 
everything, and who know what is right and what 
is wrong. A public correction of public person- |i 
alities, is the only thing that can be endured in a 
land of civilized men. I refused then even to} 
read the notes of the reporter, and he carried them 
away, asking me to fill up the blank in the first 
sentence, of two or three words which he did not 
catch. TI filled up these two or three words in the 
opening sentence. That wasall. I never read one || 
word more. Now, sir, I find in the Intelligencer || 
this morning—and it may be in the Union also, for 
anything 1 know—what purports to be a report of |; 
what was said yesterday. It isa lying account |) 
from beginning to end. Itisan exemplification of |; 
all the modes of falsehood known to the law— 
suppressio veri et suggestio falsi—and that ina ma- 
terial point, which would make it perjury if it had | 
been sworn to. l 

Sir, in what is personal in this chamber, there 
can be no alteration of words—there can be no || 
substitution of equivocal or convertible phrases. 
The words spoken, so far as character or feeling 
is concerned, are to stand. They are to stand, 
sir, and he is to abide what is to result from them 
in public opinion, or in any other way. There is 
to be no made-up case—there is to be no alter- 
ation in a single phrase; and yet, in this case, the || 
alterations are systematic from the beginning to 
the end, and l} say the reporter did not make j} 
them. I absolve the reporters. 

The report omits many things that were said, 
and says many things that were not said, and 
that were absolutely false, and this, any Senator 


can see who heard what was said yesterday, and 
could have the stomach to read the filthy stuff 
that appeared in the papers this morning. I am 
not going to nauseate the Senate by reading. it; 
but I have demanded from the reporter the ori- 
ginal notes of the debate. I find the report correct 
in the Republic. I have demanded from the re- 
porter his notes, for the purpose of justifying him 
at all events, 

And now, sir, I will read to the Senate, merely 
as an exemplification of the kind of abuse which 
I have spoken of, but a single phrase, and. I take 
it out of the paper which is the regular authorized 
reporter of the Senate, from which it is to go into 
our parliamentary law, and stand there. 1 mean 
to brand it as false before it leaves this chamber— 
to brand it from beginning to end, giving an ex- 
emplification whereof there are many of a like 
character. It says: ‘ 

“ At present he is shielded by his age, his open disavowal 
of the obligatory force of the laws of honor, and his Senato- 
rial privileges.” 

Now, in the first place, no such thing was said 
here yesterday; and in the second place, if it had 
been said, it would have been false. So there are 
two falsehoods there together, I am remarking 
on an article in a newspaper, and I cannot be 
called to order. 

Mr. FOOTE, (in his seat.) I hope he will not 
be called to order by any one. 

Mr. BENTON. “ At present he is shielded 
‘ by his age, his open disavowal of the obligatory 
‘ force of the Jaws of honor, and his Senatorial 
‘ privileges.” Shielded by his age! by bis age! 
Sir, let any person insult me where an appropriate 
chastisement can be employed, and inflicted upon 
blackguardism, and he will find out whether I am 
not young enough to resist; he will find out my 
age without consulting any calendar at all. 

‘‘ Fis open disavowal of the obligatory force of 
the laws of honor.” Take that in any sense, and 
it is false. Take it in the sense in which it is per» 
haps intended, and itis false. Tam nota man to 


| make avowals except when there is a case pend- 


ing, and then the avowal goes to the single case. 


i Itis not true that I ever made such an avowal. 


It is a false excuse—an afterthought; itis an inven- 
tion of after-time—an invention of cowardice—to 
shield itself from infamy. That is what it is. 
Sir, I never made such an avowal—I avow neither 
one thing nor the other. When any person puts 
a case, they will getan answer; butthere will be no 
avowals before that to go before the country. 

« His Senatorial privileges !’’ Sir, I claim no 


| Senatorial privileges—I claim no privilege of at- 


tacking any person on this floor—I claim no 
privilege of insulting anybody here. I have never 
done it in the thirty years I have been here; E 


| have never begun to insult any one; but if it is 


begun with me, although I may bear with insults 
a long time, yet, when 1 once take notice of it, 


j there shall be an end, one way or the other. And 


if the Senate does not know that itis a Senate—if 
this Senate does not protect itself from scenes 


| which would ‘disgrace the veriest brothel—if this 


Senate permits language to be used here which 


j cannot be used in the filthiest. brothel in the Five 


Points, or in the suburbs of the city—if they per- 
mit such language to be used here, and to be.used 
here with respect to me, I mean from this time 
forth to protect myself, cost what it may. 

Now, sir, I merely give this as a specimen of 
the falsehood—malicious and systematic—which 
pervades what I find in this newspaper. I am 
speaking about a newspaper, sir, and cannot be 
called to order. And. perhaps hereafter it may 


| be well to wait for the newspaper, and then I can 


į speak of the newspaper. I 
| example of the falsehood which pervades that re- 


l have given this as an 


port of what took place here yesterday, and which 
is to go into the permanent debates of the Con- 
gress of the United States—which is to stand in 
the register of these debates as true and permanent 
history! 1 brand it with falsehood before it goes 
there, and shall hold myself ready, upon any ap- 
propriate occasion that may require it, to prove 
the falsehood from beginning to end, 
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Mr. FOOTE. It will not: surprise any one, I 
‘am sure, that I feel ambitious this morning to utter 
a few words in my own defence. ~The newspaper 
has been attacked—I have not been attacked. The 
course of the Senator is in character with himself. 
He makes no direct attack—his attack is insidious 
and covert; ànd yet you know, Mr. President, and 
all honorable Senators know, that I was the only 
object of assailment. This course of hostility— 
for hostility it is, and-must be so considered by all 

: now present, and by the twenty. millions of en- 
lightened freemen whom we recognize as country- 
men, and by posterity, too, if. posterity shall take 
account of such a scene as this—this course of 
hostility is one- that. I never had the least taste for, 
and never expect to have the least taste for. Jam 
a plain man—a frank man—a direct man. I feel 
that I can say that, without incurring suspicion of 
undue egotism. If I have anything to say of any 
man, I say it to his face, and in his hearing, and 
in as plain language as I conceive to comport with 
the rules of decorum which apply to thé case. 

Now, sir, itis suggested and charged that the 
report of my speech, or speeches, in the Intelli- 
gencer and Union of this morning—for they are 

both the same report, for a cause which I shall 
mention presently—is a false report of what 
occurred yesterday. Well, sir, it is certainly not || 
exactly, I presume, as the debate progressed, for 
an obvious reason. Our reporters are certainly as 
accurate as reporters generally are; but they are 
badly located, and they have complained to us 
that they have but a poor opportunity to hear dis- 
tinctly and satisfactorily what is said by honora- 
ble Senators. Yesterday presented an occasion 
very unfavorable to accurate reporting. A most 
stormy debate—an exciting, tempestuous diseus- 
sion occurred—and there was much confusion in 
this ball. The reporters were certainly unable to 
perform their duty as fully and as satisfactorily to 
themselves, as is customary, I state what honor- 
able Senators very well know, that 1 have been in 
the habit of taking the notes of the reporters, and | 
writing out my remarks. Many honorable Sena- 
tors are not reported at all. The history of the 
honorable Senator who has spoken this morning, 
is known to harmonize with this particular course | 
of procedure. I believe the reports of the Sena- 
tor’s speeches are understood to be presented to 
the country pretty much as he writes them out 
himself. Such has been understood to have been 
his former uniform practice, and I presume it is 
so yet. . 
Now, sir, the reporter [for the Union] yesterday || 
presented me with notes, not of a few remarks, |! 
such as fell from other gentlemen, who could be |! 
very well heard, and set down with but few and |! 
slight inaccuracies, and leaving, as he confesses, 
one or two chasms, which, being supplied, there 
was an end of his task, but I spoke at length—I 
spoke rapidly. I spoke certainly with great heat, 
and with much more rapidity than the Senator 
from Missouri is in the habit of exhibiting. In 
other words, I always speak more rapidly than 
the Senator from Missouri, as you all know. My 
voice is perhaps not so distinct as his—my enun- 
ciation may not be quite so clear—I am not so li 
much in the habit of speaking for the ear of |; 
reporters, as the Senator from Missouri and some 
others, and I find it very difficult indeed for any 
reporters here to report me correctly. Honorable |! 
Senators, who know my usual mode of speaking, 
can understand this matter. The notes of the 
reporter, which were handed to me, contained || 
many chasms, which I had to supply; and it did |! 
so happen, that a considerable number of those 
vacant places, in the notes of the reporter, covered 
the spaces referred to this morning, of personal 
altercation between the honorable Senator and |: 
myself. What did I do? Why, sir, here at this 
table, in the presence of various Senators, | cor- | 
rected some twenty pages of notes; [ simply took |: 
the notes, as written, and corrected them as they || 
were written out, supplying sometimes a word, | 
and sometimes three or four words, sometimes | 
four or five lines, and sometimes a whole para- 
graph—for such was the state of the notes. I cor- | 
rected, in this way, some twenty pages of the 
notes before the Senate adjourned. Was this sys- 
tematic? Was this cold-blooded? Was this de- 
liberate? Was there any deliberate attempt at 
fraud here? And, sir, I pursued the same course 
at homo.. This was the first part of the publica- 
tion, in our papers this morning, of the debates Í 


i 


i 


į 


{ 
i 
j 


| 
i 
1 
l 


i 


| terms of great harshness, certainly, but it is no’ 


| now refer to. 


|; and Union. 
: porters of the Intelligencer, and those of the re- 


| case relied upon the notes taken by the reporters 


i Har. 


| honorable Senator has here been led into error, of which 


: desired that the same version of the 
| corded to Senators 


me 


| ers.—National Intelligencer. 


that occurred yesterday, and necessarily I had to 
write out, what I did write, as hastily as possible, 
to let it take its proper place in the paper. I do 
not vouch for the exact language of the whole. 
I confess—I am willing to acknowledge—there 
was one omission, and one which may be consid- 
ered by some gentlemen an important omission; 
but I have good authority for that omission. In 
the course of the rapid discussion in which I-was 
proceeding, in the course of a very fervid speech, 
I happened. to allude to an affair of honor, now 
adjusted, between the Senator from Missouri and 
a friend of mine on this floor. J alluded to it, in 


great matter of surprise, if, after having been 
assailed in language of scurrility, E used lan- 
guage of great harshness. Well, sir, the honora- 
ble Senator from Alabama, who sits near me, 
[Mr. Kine,] suggested that I had indiscreetly al- 
luded to that affair—perhaps I might.say, the gen- 
tleman, who was referred to in the case, entertained 
the same opinion, and expressed it here to me, 
that it was unfortunate that 1 had referred to that 
affair. What did I say? Isaid at once to my 
friend, I will admit that it was indelicate, and I will 
omit it in the published speech; and I did omit it. 
Now, that was, perhaps, the harshest thing that I 
said, with perhaps one exception, which I will not 
I give my reason for omitting what 
I did; I believe the reason to be a good one; but, 
if it is desired, it shall appear in print, as reported 
by the reporter, with such efforts on my part to | 
supply actual omissions in the notes as ] am 
capable of making. If it will avail the Senator 
anything, he shall have it. 

Now, sir, I undertake to assert that the report, 
which the Senator from Missouri acknowledges is 
substantially correctin the Republic, is substantial- 
ly harmonious with the report which appears in 
the Union and Intelligencer, with this difference, 
chiefly, (and I regard that as the only difference in 
fact,) that the reporter for the Republic necessarily 
condenses all our debates, and so condenses that a 
long speech, of four or five columns in the Intelli- | 
gencer, is found sometimes in the Republic in half 
a column ora single column. Such is the case in 
this instance. I spoke, as Senators well know, 
long enough to have occupied two or three col- 
umns in either the Intelligencer or the Union, and 
yet what I said, and what was said in reply to me, 
when published in the Republic, is found not to 
overspread more than a column and a quarter. I 
will say, then, that the report in the Republic is 
substantially accurate, except in the respect alluded 
to, that the report is condensed necessarily, so 
that the remarks I made are found in a very nar- | 
now compass, and much that I said is left out, 
which 1 endeavored to supply in the Intelligencer 
The gentleman says he will take the 
notes of the two reporters—the notes of the re- 
porters of the Union. The Intelligencer in this 
of the Union.* For that reason, the reports in 
these two papers will be found to be precisely sim- 
This is very often found to be the case. 
The customary exchange of printed slips takes 
place between them, in consequence of which we 
very often find the same report precisely, in each 
of these papers, of any particular speech. | 

But, sir, the language especiaily objected to, is | 
that contained in the concluding sentence. Wheth- 
er I spoke of “age” or not, I am not prepared to į 
say positively; that was left blank in the notes 
brought to me. I filled it up according to my | 
memory of what occurred. 


*It is due to the reporters for this paper to state, that the 


he is doubtless unconscious. Our reporters prepared a full 
report of the debate alluded to, and Landed it iuto the office 
at an early hour on Tuesday evening. Lt was not-submitted 
to the examination of either of the honorable Senators who 


I will not undertake | 


to say that I used the word “ age” in my remarks 
yesterday. | will not undertake to say that the 
very words reported, are the very words. Í used; 
but every Senator will remember, that I distinctly 
alluded to the fact that the Senator from Missouri 
was understood as not holding himself responsible 
to the laws of honor; and 1 did say, most emphat- 
ically, and it is so reported, that if the door was 
opened by him—if he would say that he held him- 
self responsible to the laws of honor—I would take 
the proper steps to bring him to a just punish- 
ment. I said all this in the hearing of the Senate. 
Was it not so understood by the Senate? Was 
it not substantially the same? Where is the dif- 
ference? Iwill not undertake to say that I used 
the word “age.” If I did not, I certainly ought 
to have done so, because that is, to some extent, 
| a circumstance which does weigh with gentlemen 
in affairs of this kind. 

The honorable Senator says that when the notes 
were brought to him, he refused to read them. 
Well, sir, that is his example. I am not bound 
to follow it. Ido not care whether he chose to 
read them or not. I chose to read them. I shall 
never refuse to read what is brought tome. I 
shall always choose to look at the reporter’s notes, 
and to correct them, wherever I think there are 
faulis or omissions. But the gentleman says he 
would not look at them, nor correct them, for fear 
of being suspected of injustice. That motive does 
not affect me. I do what I think right, without 
caring who suspects my motives, or without think- 
ing of the motives of others. That is another dif- 
ference between the Senator and myself. Sir, 
every one who hears me, will say that the speech 
which I delivered yesterday was as harsh as the 
speech which was reported. There is nota se- 
rious charge reported, either in the Intelligencer or 
the Union, that was not uttered yesterday; and if 
there was anything in that speech that could give 
offence, as reported, that I am supposed by any 
one as not having uttered, all 1 have to say is, 
that I utter it now. 

And now, sir, I will not bandy epithets with 
any man; but after this, I think it my duty to say 
what I said yesterday, and what I am reported as 
having said—I am done with the affair here. F 
did not report that; that was the report of the re- 
porter himself. I said so yesterday, and I say so 
again; I expressed my opinions; I avowed my 
sentiments as really entertained; I declared my 
principles of action; I was satisfied with the alter- 
cation as it proceeded; I was satisfied with the re- 
sult of it, so far as a man can be satisfied with a 
mere parliamentary altercation; and I announced 
here, deliberately, in the presence of the Senate 
yesterday, that, so far as the Senate was con- 
i cerned, 1 was done with the affair—I should pros- 
ecute it no further here. 

Now, I do not care what the Senator says. 
| Why, sir, his voice of denunciation passes by me 
as the idle winds. Months ago, I expressed my 
opinion of his course—ten years ago, as he knows, 
l expressed my opinion of him. I have reason to 
know, and I can prove, that he was greatly of- 
fended with what | then said. I have had occa- 
sion very often to speak of that Senator publicly; 
l did so ina published letter last summer, over 
my own signature; I have done so here, ina man- 
i ner evidently very offensive to him; and I did yes- 
i terday say, and | repeat again as much of harsh 
i and disrespectful language as I am reported in 
| the Intelligencer and Union to have uttered. What 
»eould I do more? I should dishonor the Senate— 
i I should discredit myself—~if I were now, after 
what has occurred, to repeat the language which 
' I used yesterday in the presence of the Senate. I 
i avow the speech as printed; I avow every word 
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‘| that I am reported to have said; and Icare not 


| whether that Senator considers it falsely reported, 
; or not. His opinion is with me a matter of abso- 


took part in that discussion, because delicacy forbade con- 
sultation on a subject so much to be regretted, Al a subs 
quent period of the night, the forenia: received a message | 
from the office of the Union, stating that Mr. FOOTE (as i 
is usual with that genileman) was revising his rems and 
hould appear in the |! 
ch is aiways ac- | 
0 4 dergo the dabor which 
exercise nec ly imposes, ti supposing the 
atter to be substantially the same, itale to cor 

dy with the request made in the neme of Mr. Poors, and | 
tituted the printed copy sent from the Union for the |. 
uanuscript of the reporters, which hud been previously put | 
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fnteligencer. 


being a privilege 
when they will ji 


in his possession. These are the facts ofthe case. No part 
of the report of to-day has undergone revision by the speaks i 


lute indifference. 

There is a single point on which I havea little 
curiosity, and that is, to see how this thing will be 
reported jn the morning. 

I did say yesterday that the Senator was under- 
stood to disavow the laws of honor, I have seen 
it printed by one of his colleagues in the other 
House within the last week; I have seen the same 
fact printed repeatedly; and I have had especial 
reason to suppose it to be true. A common im- 
pression to that eflect has certainly existed. I 
wish to know this morning whether I am author- 
ized to understand—for the language of the Senator 
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is somewhat equivocal; his denial that he had 
made the avowal seemed to be. modified—that the 
Senator does not consider himself. responsible to 
the laws of honor, or not? Lethim say ay, and 
I shall know what course to take. It is not suf- 
ficient for him to say that he has never said so and 
so. Let him say that he does hold himself re- 
sponsible to the laws of honor, and L give him my 
word that I will give him an opportunity to prove 
it. f 
THE COMPROMISE. 

The VICE PRESIDENT announced that the 
hour had arrived for the consideration of the special 
order, namely, the series of resolutiens presented 
by Mr. Cray. ; 

Mr. CHASE resumed and finished the speech 
which he commenced yesterday, [of which a report 
will be found in the Appendix.] 

Mr. BALDWIN moved that the further con- 
sideration of the subject be postponed until to- 
morrow. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BALDWIN. Inow move that the resolu- 
tions of the Senator from Tennessee be taken up, 
with a view to make them the special order of the 
day for to-morrow at one o’clock. 

Mr. FOOTE. I understood the motion of the 
Senator from Connecticut, in regard to the subject 
which has been under consideration, to be, to 
postpone it until to-morrow. Í trust that, under 
the circumstances, the subject which was before 
the Senate this morning will be allowed to have 
precedence. I hope the Senate will permit my 
motion for referring to a committee the resolutions 
of the Senator from Tennessee, to be acted upon 
to-morrow, and afterward give an opportunity for 
the discussion of the general subject upon the prop- 
ositions that will remain before the Senate. I 
trust that I may be permitted to say, that I have 
been forbearing and conciliatory in regard to this 
matter; and I hope that, at the least, the friends 
of the proposition will codperate in hastening its 
final decision. 

The question being taken on the motion to take 
up the resolutions of the Senator from Tennessee, 
it was agreed to. 

Mr. MANGUM. 1 now move, for the benefit 
of the Senator from Connecticut, that these reso- 
lutions be made the special order of the day for 
one o’clock to-morrow, to take precedence over all 
other matters. 

The motion was agreed to. 


On motion of Mr. FOOTE, the Senate proceeded 
to the consideration of Executive business, and 
after a short time so engaged, the doors were 
opened, and the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, March 28, 1850. 


The House met at 12 o'clock. The Journal of 
yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. HAMPTON, by the unanimous consent of 
the House, introduced the following resolution, 
which was read and agreed to, viz: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to communi- 
cate to this House, if compatible with the public interest, 
copies of the correspondence of the consul of the United 
States at Vienna, with statements of the authority under 
which he has acted. 


Mr. THOMAS called for the regular order of 
business. 

Mr. BOYD moved that the rules be suspended, 
and that the House resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. GRINNEELL asked the gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr. Born] to waive his motion, to per- 
mit him to make a report from the Committee on 
Commerce. i 

Mr. BOYD said he could not, as it was the wish 
of those around him that the motion should be 
pressed. 

The question was then put, and the House re- 
fused to suspend the rules to go into committee. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

The SPEAKER proceeded to call the commit- 
tees for reports, when i 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, from the 
Committee on the Judiciary, reported a biil for 
the relief of Andrew Smith; which was read a 
first and second time by its title, and referred to a 
Committee of the Whole House, and, with the 
report accompanying, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. T. also, from the same committee, to 


which had been referred a bill to reénact, and con- | 
tinue: in operation, certain acts for the relief of | 
certain insolvent debtors of the United States, re- i 
ported the same back, without amendment, and 
it was committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House, made the order of the day for to-morrow, 
and ordered to be printed. . ` 

On motion by Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsyl- 
vania, the Committee on the Judiciary was dis- 
charged from the further consideration of thè me- 
morialof Samuel and James Smith, of Indiana, 
praying compensation for improvements made by 
them on certain property of the United States; and 
it was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. T. also, from the same committee, to which 
had been referred a bill, entitled an act to amend 
an act regulating the district courts of the United 
States for the State of Alabama, providing for an 
additional attorney, or marshal, reported the same 
back without amendment. 

_ Mr. T. moved that the bill be read, and put on 
its passage. 

The bill having been read through, 

Mr. HILLIARD moved its reference to a select 
committee, to be composed of the Representatives 
from the State of Alabama. 

Mr. THOMPSON said he would like to know 
the object of the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. 
Hinuiarp] for such motion. 

Mr. HILLIARD said the bill was one of a lo- 
cal character; and his object for the reference was 
to enable the Representatives from Alabama to 
agree upon the form of the bill. ; 

Mr. THOMPSON said he had no objection, if 
the House thought proper to make the reference 
proposed. 

Mr. MILLER objected; when 

Mr. THOMPSON moved to refer the bill to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HILLIARD expressed the hope that the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania would withdraw the 
motion. 

Mr. THOMPSON withdrew the motion; when 

Mr. CARTTER renewed it; and expressed the 
hope that the bill would take the usual course. 

Mr. INGE expressed the hope that the House 
would vote down the motion to refer to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and give the reference proposed by his colleague, 


and its passage was of importance to the con- 
| venience of the people of Alabama. 

Mr. ALSTON said he would be compelled to go 
against the bill in its present shape. ‘The motion 
was made to refer to a select committee of the 
Alabama delegation, simply with a view of recon- 
ciling differences of opinion in regard to the plan 
of the bill. 

After a few further remarks by Messrs. WENT- 
WORTH, HILLIARD, INGE, and CLEVE- 
LAND, in regard to the propriety of a reference 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union 

Mr. CLEVELAND insisted that the bill was of 
great importance, as it created a new officer—a 
marshal. Fle therefore hoped it would take the 
usual course. He concluded by moving the previ- 
ous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered; which main question 
being first on the motion to refer to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, it was | 
put and carried in the affirmative. 

On motion by Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsyl- 
vania, the Committee on the Judiciary was dis- | 
charged from the further consideration of the pe- 
tition of D. B. Curl and fifty other citizens of} 
Clarion county, Pennsylvania, on the subject of 
the tariff; and it was referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 


PUGET SOUND AGRICULTURAL COMPANY. 


Judiciary, reported a resolution, which was read 
as follows: 


lic interests, with alt the information in his possession, in 


of the Puget’s Sound Agricaliural Company, in the Terr 
tory of Oregon; and that he be requested to communicate 
to the House of Representatives a copy of the act incorpo- 


i 


[Mr. Hirurarn.] The bill was purely a local one, || 


Mr. MILLER, from the Committee on the f 


Resolved, That the President be requested to furnish the ; 
House of Representatives, if not incompatible with the pub- | 


relation to the kind, and extent, of claims to farns and lands | 


rating the Paget’s Sound Agricultural Company, or of the | 


character, number, and extent, of the possessory rights of the - 


Hudson’s Bay Company, and of all Britishsubjects, who may 
be already in the occupation of land or-other property in the 
Oregon Territory, south of the forty-ninth. parallel ef north 
latitude; also, the number of such British subjeets, inclu- 
ding the members, agents, and. servants, ôf said coinpany ; 
also, the location, number, and extent of. the forts, stations, 
and settlements of said company, south of said parallel, ~~ 

Resolved, Thatthe President be requested to cominunicate 
to this House whether any, and if any what, proposition has 
been made bythe Hudson’s Bay Company to the Govern- 
ment of the United States, during this Administration, or the 
Administration of his immediate predecessors, to sell ‘and 
transfer to the Government of the United States, the. posses- 
|| sory rights of said company in Oregon Territory, south of the 
| northern line of that territory, and to furnish this House with 
copies of all papers, now in possession of this Governnient, 
i| conuected with such proposition, and with a copy of all cor- 

respondence had between this Government and any person 
acting for said company, relative to the possessory rights of 
{| Said Company, since the treaty of 1846, defining the northern 

boundary of Oregon Territory. 

Mr. WENTWORTH inquired of the Chair 
whether the resolution did not lie on the table one 
day, under the rule, 

The SPEAKER said it would: have to, if the 
point was raised. 

Mr. WENTWORTH made some inquiry of 
the gentleman from the Judiciary Committee, [Mr. 
Mru.er,] who reported the resolution. 

Mr. MILLER was understood to say that the 
call was based on the resolution introduced by the 
delegate from Oregon, [Mr. Tuursron,] which 
was referred to the Judiciary Committees “Mr. M. 
said, to enable the committee to act on the subject 
referred to them by that resolution, it was a mät- 
ter of imperative necessity that they should have 
the information called for in this resolution; and 
the information could not be obtained unless in the 
manner proposed by the committee, 

Mr. WENTWORTH withdrew his objection. 

Objection was, however, renewed by Mr. Hay- 
MOND. 

The CHAIR ruled, as objection was made, that 

the resolution would have to lie over one day, un- 
i der the rule, which requires that all resolutions, 
calling for information from the departments, shall 
lic over one day. T 
| Mr. MILLER thought it hard if the objection 
of one member could prevent the action of a com- 
mittee. He appealed from the decision of the 
Chair, on the ground that the resolution was a 
repogt of a standing committee, and that, there- 
li fore, the rule was not applicable. 
‘|| The CHAIR said he could perceive no differ- 
ence. The rule was imperative, that all resolu- 
‘| tions calling for information from the Executive 
departments shall lie over one day, and for the 
obvious reason, that the House should not be 
called to vote upon a matter which it might not 
understand. The Chair decides, that for this rea- 
son, although the resolution is reported from'a 
committee, it must lie over one day, under the rule, 
because it is of the character to which the rule 
applies. 

After afew words by Mr. MILLER and Mr, 
WENTWORTH, 

The question was put, ‘‘ Shall the decision of the 
Chair stand as the judgment of the House?” and 
it was determined in the affirmative. 

Mr. MILLER asked leave to withdraw the re- 
port, with the view of offering the resolution on 
next Monday, which was resolution day. 

After a few remarks by Mr. WENTWORTH, 
Mr. MILLER, and the CHAIR, in regard to the 
| proposed withdrawal, 
| The SPEAKER decided that the resolution 
| could not be withdrawn, but that it would lie over 
one day under the rule. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, from the 


|i Committee on the Judiciary, reported the follow- 


ing bills, which were severally read a first and 
second time by their titles, referred to a Committee 
of the Whole Flouse, and, with the reports accom- 


On motion by Mr. MOREHEAD, the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary was discharged from the 


thereon; and it was referred to the Committee on 
| Private Land Claims. 
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On motion by Mr. M., the same committee was 
discharged fromthe further consideration of the 
memorial of Henry Acker and Andrew Backus, 
officers ‘of the land office at Sault Ste. Marie, 
Michigan, praying compensation. for locating mili- 
tary bounty land warrants; and it was referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands, : 

On motion by Mr. M., the same committee was 
discharged: from the further consideration of the 
petition of James Wolf and nenety-four others, of 
the county of. Whitley, Indiana, asking Congress 
to provide ways and means to suppress the Afri- 
ean slave trade; and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee:on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. WELLBORN, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which was referred the resolution 
of the House of the 13th February last past, 
instructing that committee to inquire into the 
expediency of providing by law adequate pun- 
ishment of the persons who shall, as agents or 
attorneys, receive from the departments of the 
Government, money or other property, and fail to 
pay the same promptly over to the party for which 
they act, reported a bill to define certain offences, 
and to provide an adequate punishment therefor; 
which was read a first and second time by its title, 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and, with the report, ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the memorial of the Board of Health 
of New Orleans upon the subject, reported a bill 
imposing a tax upon alien passengers coming into 
the United States, to provide for its recovery, and 
to direct payment of its proceeds to eleemosynary 
purposes, to such State officers as may be author- 
ized to receive them; which was read a first and 
second time by its title, referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. VENABLE, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill for the relief of William 
Woolbridge and Henry Chipman; which was read 
a first and second time by its title, referred to a 
Committee of the Whole House, and, with the 
report accompanying, ordered to be printed. 


Mr. GRINNELL, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill to compensate and reimburse 
the owners and crew of the whaling ship Chand- 
ler Price, for losses and expenses in ransoming 
the crew of the ship Columbia; which was read 
a first and second time by its title, referred to a 
Committee of the Whole House, and, with the 
report accompanying, ordered to be printed. 

Ar. G. also, from the same committee, to 
which had been referred the petition of Joseph H. 
Davis, and other officers and seamen engaged in 
the whale fishery, reported a bill supplementary 
to the act for the relief of sick and disabled sea- 
men, and for other purposes; which was read a 
first and second time by its title, referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. BAY, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, to which had been referred the following 
bills, reported the same back without amendment, 
and with a recommendation that they pass; which 
bills were severally read by their tities, and re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, and 
ordered to be printed, viz: 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Nicholas 
Lachance; and 

The bill for the payment of the debts due to the 
heirs of Antoine Peltier. 

Mr. SAW TELLE, from the Committee on Re- 
volutionary Claims, made an adverse report on 
the petition of the heirs of Jonathan Hodge for 
commutation pay; which was ordered to lie on the 
table and be printed. 

On motion by Mr. SAWTELLE, the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Claims was discharged from 
the further consideration of the petition of Benja- 
min Daniels, senior, and other citizens of Ohio, 
who served in the war of 1812, praying Congress 


to grant them the same bounty in land which was || 


granted to those who served in the war with 
Mexico; and it was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. MILLSON, from the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Claims, made adverse reports on the 
following cases; which were ordered to lie on the 
table, and be printed, viz: 

The memorial of the heirs of William Hixt, 


deceased, of "South Carolina, of the continental 
line in the revolutionary war, praying for com- 
mutation pay; and ` 

The memor 
White, heirs at law of Captain William Daven- 
port, deceased, for commutation pay. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, from the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims, reported the fol- 
lowing bills; which were severally read a first and 
second time by their titles, and referred to a Com: 
mittee of the Whole House, and, with the reports 
accompanying, ordered to be printed: 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Thomas 
Wishart; . 

A bill foy the relief of the grandchildren of Ma- 
jor-General Baron De Kalb; and 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Captain Sam- 
uel Ransom, an officer of the revolutionary war, 
killed at the battle of Wyoming. 

Mr. B. also, from the same committee, made 
adverse reports in the following cases; which were 
ordered to lie on the table and be printed, viz: 

The claim of Catharine Van Rensselaer, for 
commutation pay; and 

The petition of the heirs of Reynal, alias Nick 
Hillary, praying for remuneration, in lieu of 
bounty land, of which they were defrauded. 

Mr. KERR, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, reported the following bills; which 
were severally read a first and second time by 
their titles, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and, with the reports accompanying, or- 
dered to be printed, viz: 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Joseph Savage; 

A bill for the relief of Stephen Calwell, of the 
city of Philadelphia, the administrator, with the 
will annexed, of William T. Smith, of said city, 
merchant, in behalf of the distributers of said 
estate; and 

A bill for the relief of Ezra Chapman. 

Mr. K., from the same committee, made an ad- 
verse report on the petition of March Ferrington, 
for remuneration for losses sustained by the receipt 
of counterfeit money; which was ordered to lie on 
the table and be printed. 


tionary Claims, reported the following bills; which 
were severally read a first and second time, by 
their titles, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and, with the reports accompanying, 
ordered to be printed, viz: 

A bill for the relief of the heirs at law of Colonel 
David Hopkins; and 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Dennis 
Purcell. 

Mr. M., from the same committce, made an ad- 
verse report on the petition of John Coltman, son 
of Captain Robert Coltman, for arrears of pay 
due for revolutionary services; which was ordered 
to lie on the table and be printed. 


consideration of the following cases, and they were 
ordered to lie on the table, viz: 

The petition of Thomas H. Baird, the admin- 
istrator of Dr. Absalom Baird, deceased, and the 
petition of Samuel H. Kirk, and other heirs of 
Robert Kirk, deceased, for commutation pay. 


Mr. ANDERSON, from the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims, reported the following bills; 
which were severally read a first and second time 
by their titles, referred to a Committee of the 
Whole House, and, with the reports accompany- 
ing, ordered to be printed, viz: 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Semoice, a 
friendly Creek Indian; and 
. A bill further to amend an act, approved the Qd 
July, 1836, for the relief of Samuel Smith, Linn 
McGhee, and Semoice, a Creek Indian, and also 
an act passed the 2d July, for the relief of Susan 
Marlow. 


Mr. MORSE, from the Committee on Private 


Mr. RUMSEY, from the Committee on Pri- | 
vate Land Claims, reported a bill to amend an act 
entitled An act for the relief of Frederick Derri ve, 


passed August 14, 1848; which was read a first | 


ial of James B. White and Bennet 


Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee on Revolu- | 


On motion by Mr. M., the Committee on Revo- |} 
lutionary Claims was discharged from the further | 


and second time by its title, referred to a Commis- 
tee of the Whole House, and, with the report ac- 
companying, ordered to be printed. 


Mr. HALL, from the Committee on Indiaw 
| Affairs, reported a bill authorizing the negotiation 
| of treaties with the Indian tribes in the Territory 
‘of Oregon, for the extinguishment of their claimg 
to land lying west of the Cascade mountains, and 
for other purposes; which was read twice by its 
title, referred to the Committee of the Whole or 
the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. JOHN A. KING, from the Committee 
l on Military Affairs, reported a bill for the relief 
of B. M. Bouton, Harriet F. Fisher, and George 
| Wright; which was read a first and second time 
by its title, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and, with the report accompanying, 
| ordered to be printed. 

Mr. K. also, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the payment of the volunteers of 
| the State of Vermont, for services at the battle of 
i Plattsburg; which ‘was read a first and second time 
by its title, and, with the report accompanying, 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, from the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, reported the following 
bills; which were severally read a first and second 
| time by their titles, referred to a Committee of 
the Whole House, and, with the reports ac- 
companying, ordered to be printed, viz: 

A bill for the releif of Witliam Hawkins; and 

A bill for the relief of Alden and Wiliams. 

Mr. E. also, from the same committee, made ad- 
verse reports in the following cases; which were 
ordered to lie on the table, and be printed, viz: 

The petition of L. C. Duncan, for services as 
assistant surgeon of the Louisiana volunteers; 
| The petition of Ruth Freeman, the widow of 
| Captain Thomas Freeman, of Ohio, for compen- 
i: sation for extraordinary services in the war of 
1812, and for a reimbursement of moneys ad- 
| vanced; and 
| The petition of Thomas McDonnel, of Fayette 
| county, Ohio, for a pension, and for bounty land, 
j for services rendered under General Anthony 


ayne. 

My. CHANDLER, from the Committee on Mili- 
| tary Affairs, made an adverse report on the peti- 
| tion of John Culp, the administrator of Samuel 
Dixon, asking remuneration for the military ser- 
| vices of said Dixon; which was ordered to lie on 
i the table and be printed. 

Mr. C. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill authorizing the settlement, on principles of 
equity, of the claim of South Carolina, for moneys 
paid to the volunteers of that State, for services 
and losses in the Florida war; which was read a 
first and second time by its title, and referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and, with the report accompanying, ordered to be 
j| printed. 

Mr. SCHENCK, from the Committee on Naval 
| Affairs, reported a bill to promote the efficiency of 
the naval establishment, for providing a retired list 
| for disabled officers, and for reducing the number 
of officers; which was read twice by its title, re- 
| ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
| of the Union, and, with the report aceompanying 
|! ordered to be printed, 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, from the Com- 
| mittee on Naval Affairs, reported a bill for the 
| relief of Captain Lewis Warrington and others; 
ii which was read twice by its tite, referred toa 
| Committee of the Whole House, and, with the re- 
i! port accompanying, ordered to be printed. 
|| Mr. BOCOCK, from the Committee on Naval 
i Affairs, reported the following bills; which were 
severally read a first and second time by their 
titles, referred toa Committee of the Whole on the 
| state of the Union, and, with the reports accompa- 
nying, ordered to be printed, viz: 
| A bill for the relief of Gustavus A. De Russey, 
j late an acting purser in the Navy; and 
A bill for the relief of David Myerle, 
' Mr. B. also, from the same committee, made an 
adverse report on the petition of Jonathan Gardner, 


i| a wounded privateer, for a pension; which was or- 


; dered to lie on the table and be printed. 

| Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Naval 
| Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Doctor Ed- 
| ward L. Du Barry, a surgeon in the United States 
| navy; which was read a first and second time by 


j its utle, referred to a Committee of the Whole on 
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the state of the Union, and, with the re 
panying, ordered to be printed, 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which was referred a joint resolution 
authorizing the Secretary of the Navy to purchase 
for the use of the navy American water-rotted 
hemp, reported the same back with a substitute, 
providing that the Secretary of the Navy shall 
contract with George W. Billings for three hun- 
dred tons of American water-rotted hemp. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved that the 
resolution be now put on its passage; and called 
for the previous question. 

Mr. MOREHEAD asked the gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. Sranron] to withdraw the call 
for the previous question, to enable him to offer an 
amendment to the amendment of the committee. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, withdrew the 
vall, when 

Mr. MOREHEAD moved to strike out from the 
substitute of the Committee on Naval Affairs, all 
after the werd ‘ Resolved,” and to insert the fol- 
Jowing: 

Thatthe Secretary of the Navy be, and he is hereby, re- 
quired. in procuring the hemp which may be necessary for 
nayal purposes, to purchase American water rotted-hemp 
alone, or suchother American hempas the navy may need, in 
open market, whenever practicable : Provided, the same can 
be had of equal quality with thé best foreign hemp, and at a 
price not exceeding the average price of foreign hemp, for 
the five years preceding the passage of the joint resolution 
respecting contracts for hemp for the use of the American 
navy, approved March 9, 1848. 

Be it further resolved, That hereafter the Secretary of 
the Navy, on advertising for materials forthe navy, shall 
advertise for cordage, sail-cloth, and duck, manufactured in 
the United States out of American cotton or hemp, and in 
receiving bids, shall in all cases give the preference to the 
American manufacture, provided the same be in all respects 
equat to the foreign article, and can be procured on as good 
terms. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, renewed the call 
for the previous question. 

The SPEAKER expressed some doubt whether 
the amendment proposed—which was a substitute 
for the substitute of the committee—was in order. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, moved that 
the joint resolution and the amendments be referred 


port accom- 


to the Committee of the Whole on the state of || 


the Union. 

Mr. TOOMBS expressed his astonishment that 
the Committee on Naval Affairs should undertake 
to force the Secretary of the Navy to enter into a 
contract with Mr. Billings, when that officer, under 
adecision of the Attorney-General, had refused to 
make such a contract. It was a most extraor- 
dinary circumstance. The conduct of the commit- 
tee was most extraordinary. It was a proceeding 
on their part without a precedent, and one which, 
when the House came to find out all the facts in the 
case, would not be sustained. Hie hoped the res- 
olution would be referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The question was then put, and the resolution 

` and amendments were referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. INGE moved to suspend the rules, and that 
the House resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union; but waived the | 
motion at the suggestion of 

Mr. BAYLY, who asked the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to report an appropriation bill. 

There was no objection. 


Mr. BAYLY, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, reported a bill making appropriations for 
the support of the Military Academy at West 
Point, for the year ending 30th June, 1851; which 
was read a first and second time by its title, referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and ordered to be printed, tt 

Mr. B. desired to report another appropriation 
pill, and asked the unanimous consent of the i 
House for that purpose. 

Mr. WOODWARD objected. 


Mr. RICHARDSON asked the unanimous con- l 
sent of the House to make a report from the 


Committee on Military Affairs, which had been 
called when he was absent. There was no ob- jj 
jection; 

Mr. R : : 
to which had been referred the bill to establish an | 
iron foundry at Fort Massac, on the Ohio river, | 
reported the same back to the House, accompa- 
nied by a report in writing; which bill was com- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole on the state 


! widow shall be otherwise entitled to the same. 


j 
and i A _ | 
., from the Committee on Military Affairs, |! 


sent of the House to report an appropriation bill. 
Objected to by several. 


Mr. HARLAN moved a reconsideration of the 
vote, by which the bill to extend the patent for 
Woodworth’s planing machine was Jaid upen the 
table. He said he did not desire the vote to be 
taken then. 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD moved to lay the motion 
to reconsider on the table; and 

The question being put, it-was carried in the 
affirmative. 

Mr. INGE moved that the rules be suspended, 
and that the House resolve itself into Committee 
| of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
| ‘Tellers were demanded on the question; which 
| were ordered, and the question being put, the 
tellers reported—ayes 52, noes 71. 

So the House refused to suspend the rules to 
go into committee. 


Mr. DICKEY, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, made a report. 


Mr. WOODWARD, from the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, to which had been referred the 
bill to protect certain rights of citizens of the 
United States, reported the same back to the 
House, accompanied by a written report, adverse 
to its passage. 


i 
{ 
i 


the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WALDO, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
Mary Kirby Smith; which was read a first and 
second time by its title, referred to a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House, and, with the report 
accompanying, ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. WALDO, the same commit- 


William Grymes, a revolutionary officer, praying 
the allowance of interest on commutation pay 


| father; and it was referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 

On motion by Mr. WALDO, the Committee on 
, Revolutionary Claims was discharged from the 


Payne, John Horrow, Johnston Shrum, William 


| Neal, Henry M. Keever, Henry Knaffenberger, | 


i 


and James H. Bryarly, and numerous other citizens 
| of Pennsylvania, and of William Stevens, and 
! other citizens of Ohio, asking bounty land for all 
' who enlisted in the service of the United States to 


table. 

Mr. W. was understood to explain that 
| general bill had been reported to meet all suc 
i cases as the above. 


a 
h 


tionary Pensions, reported a joint resolution ex- 
planatory of the act of the 7th July, 1838, March 
3d, 1843, and June 17th, 1844; which was read a 
first and second time by its title, with a view to its 
reference. 
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1843, for the term of four years. 


| vides that the benefit of these acts shall not be `: 
withheld from any widow whose husband died ` 


since the passage of either of said acts, if the said 
kt 


| provides also that no pension shall be granted to 


said widow for the same time her husband re- 
ceived one; and in case of the death of the widow, 
the amount-which would have been due her on the 
day of her death, may be paid to her administra- 
tor for the sole benefit of her children. He said, 


1838, can receive the benefit of these acts. 


| under the law of 1838. 


; once, 


of the Union, and, with the report, ordered to be 
printed. i 


i engrossed for a third reading; and, being en- 


} 


| grossed, was read a third time and passed. 


Mr. BAYLY again asked the unanimous con- | 


The bill was ordered to lie on the table, and,with f 


tee was discharged from the further consideration | 
of the memorial of Nancy Haggard, daughter of | 


granted her in consideration of the services of her | 


| further consideration of the memorials of John | 


Mr. WALDO, from the Committee on Revolu- |) 


by a recent decision of the department, no widow, | 
whose husband was living on the 7th of July, | 
This | 
bill was intended merely to restore the practice ; 
i It did not embrace any | 
| new class of cases. He hoped it would pass at | 


| The resolution was then read and-ordered to be : 


Mr. FREEDLEY, from. the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, madean adverse reporton 
the petition of Mary Chess, the widow of James 
Alexander, a soldier in the Mexican war, for à 
pension; which was ordered to lie-on the table and 
be printed. 

Mr. FREEDLEY, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary’ Pensions, reported a joint resolu- 
tion, explanatory of certain acts therein mentioned; 
which was read as follows: 

Resolevd, §c., That the provisions of the second section 
of the act entitled, “An act amending the act entitled: an 
act granting half pay to widows and orphans, wherein their 
husbands and fathers have died of wounds received in the 
military service of the United States,” approved Jaly 21, 
1848, extended by the act of the 22d February, 1849; shall 
be construed to embrace the widows and orphans of all per- 
sons designated therein, who died while in actual service 
in the late war with Mexico, or in going to, or returning 
from the same; and also to the widows and orphans of all 
such persons having been honorably discharged, or having 
resigned, shall have died after the passage of the said last 
mentioned act, or who may hereafter die of wounds re- 
ceived, or from disease contracted while in said service: 
Provided, That the army rolls, showing the death of any of 
said persons in the army, shall be sufficient evidence to 
establish the fact. 

Mr. FREEDLEY. This is the joint resolution 
which was referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions some days since, and they have 
instructed me to report it back, in an amended - 
form, in which the objections then suggested by 
members are supposed to be obviated, and to 
again ask that it be put upon its passage. It is 
not intended by this resolution to extend the pres- 
ent pension laws, but to give them such construc- 
tion as the committee think it was intended they 
should have by those who passed them. The act 
of July 21, 1848, gives a pension to the widows 
and orphans of those soldiers who have died in 
i| the war with Mexico, of wounds received, or of 
disease contracted, whilein the line of duty. Hence, 
|| under this law, the applicant was compelled to 
| prove, according to prescribed forms, that the dis- 
ease of which the soldier died,. was contracted 
|| while in the line of his duty. This often put the ap- 
plicant to great trouble, and sometimes was wholly 
impracticable. Itcaused an inquiry into the nature 
il of the wound or disease of which he died, and 
how contracted. Under its provision, the widows 
r orphans of many deserving soldiers, were de- 
i| nied the bounty of Government at the department, 
either from want of the necessary proof, or because 
the disease of which he died, was of a nature 
! which could only have been contracted by some 
| indulgence, not in the line of duty. To remedy 
the complaints which arose under this act, that of 
| the 22d February, 1849, was passed, which extends 
| the benefit of the act of 1848 to the widows and 
orphans of all such soldiers of that war, * who re- 
‘ mained, to the date of their death, in the military 
“service of the United States,” and to those who 
have died since their return ‘* of wounds received, 
‘or from disease contracted, while in the line of 
t duly.” By this law, it is thought that Congress 
intended to give to the widows or orphans of all 
soldiers who have died in actual service in the war 


Government is denied. 

Is this just to the widows and orphans of those 
gallant men, who exposed their lives in a foreign 
land—in an ungenial climate—in the cause of their 
‘country? Their bones whiten the fields of Mex- 
` ico; and when the widow and starving children 
come to your pension office, and demand the 
‘ scanty pittance meted out to them by their Gov- 
ernment, shall they be told by the Commissioner 
of Pensions that “ the army rolls show that your 
‘husband died of delirium tremens, which must 
‘have been brought on him by indulgence, not in 
‘the line of his duty, and hence you can have 

‘no pension’’—-or, if the army rolls do not show 
‘the canse of death, be told that they must show, 
by the testimony of a commissioned officer, that 
: her husband died of wounds received, or of disease 
contracted, while in the line of duty? Where will 
Where are now 


| she go to look for such proof? 
those commissioned officers ? 

© Sir, it is to obviate these difficulties, that the 

į present joint resolution is reported by the commit- 


614 | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


March 28, 


tee. _ Its object is to carry into effect that which 
was intended by the act of 1849; it is to provide | 
that the widow of every soldier who died in the ser- | 
- vice in that war, or in going to, or in returning | 
from it, shall have a pension of half-pay for five | 
years, without at all inquiring into the cause of 
that death. ‘The army rolls will show that he died 
in the service, and this is to be sufficient; and all 
the applicant will have to show under it is, the 
relationship. This, and this only, will be doing 
justice to the widows and orphans of, those who 
Sacrificed so much for their country in that war. 
1 trust it will pass. f 
Mr. BAYLY desired to enter his protest 
ainst. this irregular mode of legislation. . He 
objected to the extension of the pension list by the 
introduction of propositions, which were hastily 
passed, not only without being submitted for the 
examination of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, but even without any opportunity being 
‘allowed the House to understand the subject on 
which they were acting, No less a sum than | 
$560,000 had been appropriated a day or two ago, || 
in. the deficiency bill, rendered necessary in con- || 
sequence of the amount of pensions having ex- 
ceeded to that extent the anticipations of Congress 
when the appropriation bill for the service of the | 
present year was passed. And ail this subsequent | 
appropriation had been rendered necessary by | 
resolutions introduced and passed, without delib- 
eration or investigation. He hoped that this prac- 
tice would no longer be permitted by Congress, 
but that when appropriations were to be asked for, 
the matter might be subjected to the examination 
of the Committee of Ways and Means. He 
moved that this resolution be referred to the Com- 
mitte of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
that the subject might be discussed and properly 
understood. 
_. Mr. JONES expressed his hope that the reso- | 
lution would be passed without delay. He ad- | 
verted to the large sums which had been appro- | 
riated in the deficiency bill for the support of 
oafers about our seaports, while objection is start- 
ed the moment a proposition is made to secure to 
the poor widow of the soldier who had died in the 
service of his country, a pittance of three dollars 
and a half a month for the period of five years. 
While we are lavishly appropriating forty or fifty 
millions—above two dollars forevery man, woman, 
and child, in the United States—to carry on our 
machine of government for twelve months, he 
‘hoped we should not exhibit a parsimonious spirit | 
when we were called on to extend to those desti- | 
tute widows that small annual boon to which they 
were so well entitled. Thelaw intended that they ; 
should have this pension; they had been kept out | 
of it by a construction put upon that law contrary |} 
to the intention of the law; and he hoped that this ' 
-resolution—the effect of which would only be to : 
fix its true construction for the time to come— | 
would not be defeated by delay. If the resolution | 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole, the | 


f 


| the Committee of the Whole, action will be de- 


result would be along delay, if not a defeat, of the | 
object of the resolution. He was therefore op- 
posed to the motion of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia to refer the resolution. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said a few 
words in support of the reference of the resolution 
to the Committee of the Whole. He objected to 
this. mode of voting away money by resolutions | 
which had not been properly understood. Thou 
sands upon th ousands had been added to our annual 
expenditures by this irregular mode of legislation. |: 
It was in this manner that the whole of our navy 
pension fund had been voted away, and the whole |! 
of our navy pensioners had been thrown on the | 
public treasury. Gentiemen who brought for- i 
ward propositions in this irregular form, were | 
themselves not always prepared for the enormous ; 
‚results to which they had led. He wished that | 
the House should act with full information on this | 
subject; and in order that this resolution may be | 

i 


discussed and examined, he would vote for its 
reference to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. SACKETT merely rose to state that, as | 
a member of the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions, he had not concurred in the adoption 
of this resolution. It placed the granting of a} 
ppnsion on the ground of dcath, not of service. 

Te did not recognize this principle. He was op- 
posed to the passage of the resolution, and wouid 
-yote for the reference to the Committee of the | 


Whole. l 


| ant, or his agent, except on the finding of a jury, that he is | 


|| and sickness and disease contracted, from which he never 


| Michigan. H 


i purpose. 


He then moved the previous question, but with- 
drew the call, at the request of 

Mr. McLEAN, of Kentucky, who defended the 
claims of the widows with great energy- He stated 
that the object of the resolution wasto settle the dif- 
ference which existed between the Commissioner of 
Pensions and Congress, in relationto the construc- 
tion which should be put on the law, on. the sub- 
ject of the proof. necessary. to establish a claim. 


The object of the regolution was merely to give 
the widows of the soldiers the money which was 
intended for them, and not to open the door for 
the admission of other pensioners. There were 
numerous soldiers who had perished in Mexico, of 
disease, or who had brought away the maladies 
which had since terminated their existence. The 
widows and orphans of many of these soldiers are 
now suffering—starving, for want of this money, 
which was their due. If the resolution goes to 


layed on this bill, until the grant can be of no ser- 
vice to these sufferers. There are numerous petl- 
tions now before Congress, from widows who 
were unable to obtain the evidence required, by 
the rigid construction of the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions, and he trusted the resolution would be now 
passed. He renewed the call for the previous 
question. 

Mr. INGE rose to ask if the morning hour had 
not expired? He moved that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The motion was decided in the affirmative, and 
the House then resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 


CALIFORNIA. 

On motion by Mr. INGE, the House resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, (Mr. Boyn, of Kentucky, in the 
chair,) and resumed the consideration of the Cal- 
ifornia question. 

Mr. AVERETT (who held the floor from yes- 
terday) resumed and concluded his remarks. 

Mr. CHANDLER then rose and addressed the 
committee. [These speeches will be found in the 
Appendix.] 

Mr. C. having concluded,: 

Mr. RICHARDSON obtained the floor, and 
yielded to a motion that the committee rise, which 
motion prevailing, the committee rose and reported 
progress, 

And then the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &e, 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the appro- 
priate committees : 

By Mr. SAW TELLIE: The petition of William W. Wil- 
liamson and 65 others, citizens of Brooks, in the county of 
Waldo, and State of Maine, praying that no State be here- 
after admitted into the Union, unless the constitution of 
such State shall expressly prohibit the existence of slavery 
within its mits. 

Also, the petition of the same, praying for the repeal of 
all Jaws and parts of laws, adopted or enacted by Congress, | 
by which slavery, or the ive-trade is authorized or sanc- 
tioned in the city of Washington, or the District of Colum- | 
bia, and that, ia the event of their non-repeal, the seat of | 
the National Government may be removed to some more 
suitable location. 

Also, the petition of the same, praying that slavery and the 
slave-uade may be expressly prohibited, by act of Congress, 
in all the territories of the United States. { 


ihe slave of the claimant. 

By Mr. JULIAN: The petition of 200 citizens of Wayne | 
county, Indiana, praying a reduction of postage to a uniform | 
rate for all distances, of two cents per half ounce, on all | 
prepaid Jetters, and one cent on each newspaper. i 

Also, the petition of 67 citizens of Onion county, Indiana 
praying the same. a 

By Mr. HOWE: The petition of Mary Coil, of Crawford | 
county, Pennsyivania, widow of Patrick Coil, late of the 
county aforesaid, praying Congress to grant her a pension | 
or an aunnity, on account of the services rendered hy him, | 


covered, while in the service of the United States, during || 
the war of 1812. er 

By Mr. BINGHAM: A petition for the establishment of |} 
a_post-route from Dewitt to Daplain, in the State of |! 


By Mr. RUMSEY: The petition of Hiram W. Bostwick i 
same place, for the same purpose. H 


f 
I 
| 

se i 

and others, citizens of Steuben county, New York, for a j 

A iti | 
Also, the petition of Ichabod Conklin and 30 others, eiti- {| 


specifie duty on iron. 
Also, the petition of William Irvine and 118 others, of the 
zens of Elmira, Chemung county, New York, for the same | 
li 


By Mr. HENRY: The petition of W. F. Manly, S. Pen- 
field, and 66 others, citizens of Pittsford, Rutland county, 
Vermont, praying that slavery and the slave-trade may be 
prohibited in the territories of the United States, by law of 
Congress. 

By Mr. KING, of New Jersey: A petition from the pro- 
fessors and students of the Theological Seminary at Prince- 
ton, for cheap letter postage of two cents, prepaid, per half 
ounce, for any distance. 

By Mr. BENNETT: A petition of 167 citizens and elec- 
tors of Chenango county, New York, to prohibit slavery in 
the territories of the United States. 

“Also, a remonstrance of 167 citizens and electors of Che- 
nango county, against the admission of any State where 
slavery is not prohibited. 

Also, a petition of 159 citizens and electors of Columbus, 
Chenango county, New York, to abolish slavery in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, or for the removal of the seat of Guvern- 
ment. 

Also, a petition of 170 citizens and electors of Columbus, 
Chenango county, New York, to allow a trial by jury to all 
persons Claimed as fugitives from service. 

By Mr. WALDO: The petition of Rev. Walter Clark 
and 142 others, citizens and electors of the town of Hart- 
ford, Connecticut, against the admission of more slave States 
into the Union. 

Also, the petition of A. M. Collins and 147 others, citi- 
zens and electors of the town of Hartford, Connecticut, 
asking that slavery and the slave-trade may be prohibited 
in the terrritories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of Rev. Horace Bushnell and 166 others, 
citizens and electors of the town of Hartford, Connecticut, 
asking that the right of claimants to fugitive slaves may be 
determined bya jury trial, before such slave shall be de- 
livered to the claimant. 

Also, the petition of William Cock’ and 134 others, 
citizens and electors of the town of Hartford, Connecticut, 
asking for the abolition of slavery in the District of Co- 
lumbia. 1 

By Mr. STETSON: A remonstrance of John McDonald 
and others, citizens of Bangor, Maine, against the further 
extension of the Woodworth patent. 

Also, the petition of Isaac Cobb, for a pension. 

By Mr. BEALE: .A petition for a mail-route from Jackson 
Court-House, by the way of Wright’s Mill, Graham’s Sta- 
tion, Pomroy, West Columbia, Pleasant Flats, to Point 
Pleasant, in the county of Mason, Virginia. 

By Mr. ROBBINS: A memorial of the citizens and 
seamen of Philadelphia, signed by James Hurdy, Peter 
Woods, and 41 other persons, asking Congress to grant to 
them the same rewards that have been granted to all per- 
sons serving in the army or marine corps in Mexico, during 
the recent war with that Republic. 

By Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky: The memorial of F. 
McClanahan and numerous others, citizens of Maysville, 
Kentucky, protesting against the extension of the Wood- 
worth patent. 

Also, the memorial of John S. McCrery, of Kenton county, 
Kentucky, asking remuneration for losses in Mexico, grow- 
ing out of the orders of General Marshall and other officers 
of the army. 

By Mr. MILLSON : The petition of John C. R. Edwards, 
praying the passage of an act authorizing the institution of 
a suit against the United States, to recover damages for a 
breach of covenant. 
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Mr. HAMLIN presented the memorial of 
Caleb Holyoke and others, citizens of the United 
States, remonstrating against the further extension 
of the patent of Wilham Woodworth for a planing 
machine; which was referred to the Committee on 
Patents. : 

Also, of citizens of Winthrop, in the State of 
Maine, asking that no State may hereafter be 
atmitted into the Union, whose constitution does 
not expressly prohibit slavery within its limits. 

Also, of citizens of the same place, asking that 
slavery and theslave-trade may be prohibited by 
law in all the territories of the United States. 

Also, of citizens of the same place, asking that 
slavery and the slave-trade may be abolished in 
the District of Columbia, or the seat of Govern- 
ment removed therefrom. 

Also, of citizens of the same place, asking that 
the trial by jury may be secured by law to fugi- 
tive slaves. 

All of which several petitions were ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Mr. JONES presented a petition of citizens of 
lowa city, and a petition of citizens of Dubuque, 
Iowa, asking a reduction of the rates of postage; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post- 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. GREENE presented a petition of citizens 
and legal voters of Little Compton, Rhode Island, 


i asking that no State may be hereafter admitted 


into the Union, whose constitution does not ex- 
pressly prohibit slavery, 

Also, a petition from the same place, asking that 
slavery and the slave-trade may be prohibited by 
law in the territories of the United States. 

Also, of citizens of the same place, asking that 
slavery and the slave-trade may be abolished in 
the District of Columbia, or the seat of Govern- 
ment removed therefrom. 


1850. 
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Also, of citizens of the same place, asking that 
the right of trial by jury may be secured by law 
to fugitive slaves. 

All of which were ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. WHITCOMB presented a resolution of 
the Legislature of Indiana, instructing the Sena- 
tors and requesting the Representatives of that 
State in Congress, to use their exertions to pro- 
cure the enactment of a law placing the officers, 
non-commissioned. officers, musicians, and pri- 
vates, of the last war with Great Britain, on the 
same footing, as to bounty lands and pensions, 
with those who served in the late war with Mex- 
ico; which was referred to the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs. 

Also, a resolution of the same legislature, in- 
structing the Senators and requesting their Repre- 
sentatives to use their exertions to procure the 
enactment of a law, providing that the extra pay 
and bounty lands of deceased officers and soldiers 
of the late war with Mexico, may go to the next of 
kin, in default of such heirs or relatives as are 
mentioned in the acts of Congress; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 

Mr. COOPER presented a memorial of citizens 
of Montgomery county, in the State of Pennsyl- 
vania, asking the establishment of a Bureau of 
Agriculture in one of the Executive departments of 
the Government; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture. 

Also, of citizens of Alleghany county, in the 
State of Pennsylvania, asking that no State may 
hereafter be admitted into the Union, whose con- 
stitution does not expressly prohibit slavery within 
its limits. 

Also, a petition of citizens of the same place, 
asking that slavery and the slave-trade may be 
prohibited by law in all the territories of the Uni- 
ted States. 

Also, a petition of citizens of the same place, 
asking that slavery and the slave-trade may be 
prohibited in the District of Columbia, or the seat 
of Government may be removed therefrom. 

Also, a petition of citizens of the same place, 
asking that the right of trial by jury may be se- 
cured by law to fugitive slaves. 

Also, of citizens of Pennsylvania generally, 
asking the adoption of the ordinance of 1787 in 
organizing the territorial governments, and pro- 
testing against all compromises by which slavery 
may be introduced into any territory now free. 

All of which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented a petition of 
citizens of that State, asking the establishment of 
a mail-route from Fairfield to Askaloosa, in that 
State; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Post-Office and Post Roads. 

Also, of citizens of lowa, asking that the office 
of chaplain in the public service may be abolished; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Judi- 

eciary. 

Mr. BORLAND presented a memorial of cer- 
tain owners of French and Spanish land claims in 
the State of Arkansas, asking that they may be 
allowed the right of preémption to these lands; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred a memorial of citi- 
zens of Rhode Island, in relation to a collection 
district, reported a bill toamend “ An act entitled 
an act to regulate the collection of duties on imports 
and tonnage,” approved 2d March, 1799; which 
was read and passed to a second reading. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, from the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, to which was referred the 
memorial of Edward Everett, asking an appropria- 
tion to enable him to test his invention, called the 
Telegraphic Manipulator, asked to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the same. 


Mr. ELALE, from the Committee on Pensions, | 
to which was referred House bill for the relief of | 


George Cassady, reported back the same without 
amendment, and recommended its passage. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred House bill for therelief of William Paddy, 


reported back the same without amendment, and | 


recommended its passage. , , 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred House bill for the relief of Lieutenant 
Henry F. Evans, reported back the same without 


amendment, and recommended its passage. 


Mr. CLEMENS, from the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims, to which was referred the peti-. 
tion of the heirs of Paschal Detchmendy, asking 
the confirmation of their title to a tract of land in 
Missouri, made an adverse report on the same. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, from the Committee on 
Contingent Expenses, to which was referred the 
resolution inquiring into the propriety-of making 
remuneration to J. Robertson, made an adverse 
report thereon. 


THE LATE GENERAL McNEIL. 


Mr. HALE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred the resolution directing the 
Committee on Pensions to inquire into the expe- 
diency of granting a pension to the widow of 
General John McNeil, submitted a report, accom- 
panied by a bill, for her relief, of which he asked 
the immediate consideration. 

By the bill it is proposed to place the name of 
the widow of the late General McNeil upon the 
pension roll for five years, at the rate of $50 per 


| month. 
Mr. RUSK. I hope this bill will go upon the 
calendar. {am unwilling to object to its consid- 


eration, but there are many others that are also en- 
titled to our consideration, over which it should 
not obtain precedence. 

Mr. HALE. I would suggest to the Senator 
from Texas, that this bill was before the committee 
at the same time as the bill granting a pension to 
the widow of the late General Worth, and the 
committee considered them together, but the other 
was reported a day or two before this. 

Mr. RUSK. This is a prominent case, and it 
appeals to us at once; but there are hundreds of 
others that are not so prominent, that do not so 
clearly appeal to us, but which are entitled to con- 
sideration. I think it would be much better that 
we should have some general law on this subject, 
by which we can dispose of all such cases. How- 
ever, as the other has been passed, I will, for the 
present, withdraw my objection. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. [rise torenewit. [am 
pleased with the remarks of the Senator from 
Texas. Tam of opinion, that if we legislate on a 
subject of this sort, 1t ought to be done by a general 
bill. Since I have been here, I perceive that we 
are making a selection of very meritorious officers, 


I admit, and pensioning their families, and exclu- || 
{ look upon it, thatsuch a course of 


ding others. 
legislation is highly improper, and 1 know that to 
some extent it has had a bad effect on the feeling 
of the country; and I do think itis right that we 


should put a stop to this partial legislation, for if 


cases are meritorious, they can be disposed of by 
a general bill. Ifa general bill be enacted, as sug- 
gested by the gentleman from Texas, we shall get 
clear of this special legislation, which we cannot 
well resist in such cases as those of General Worth 
and General McNeil, and other distinguished ofi- 
cers, but which we should resist from want of 
sympathy, if the cases were those of captains and 
lieutenants, subalterns or private soldiers. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There is no ques- 
tion before the Senate. 

Mr. BENTON. The Senator from Texas 
speaks my feelings when he says he is in favor of 
a general bill on this subject, which I have often 
proposed; but when a general bill is brought m, 
it meets objection; and when a special case comes 
in, it also meets with objection. {1 have seen many 
examples of this during the time 1 have been a 
member of the Military Committee. 

I am disposed to see the widows of officers of 
the army placed in the same position, in this 
respect, as the officers of the navy. ‘Che widow 
of a navy officer gets a pension if he dies, or is 
killed in the service of the country, and I do not 
propose to take itaway from them, 
came out of the naval-pension fund, the proceeds 
of prizes, but afterward it came out of the Treas- 
ury. It now comes outof the Treasury. From 
that source the widows of naval officers get their 
pensions. And I think it is a crying injustice, 
which cannot be defended or justified, that officers 
of the army should not be put on the same footing. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair informs 
the Senator from Missouri that there is no question 
pending. 

Mr. BENTON. Well, sir, what Ihave said, 
has been heard, and will stand for what itis worth; 
and when the bill comes up, I will begin where I 
left off. 


At first, it |) 
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Mr. KING. I desire to say a few words by 
way of explanation, to set this matter, right. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does.the Senator 
from Kentucky withdraw his objection?) °° = > 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. No, sir; I wish to have 
time to consider this subject. 


_ The bill was not therefore considered at this 
time. ‘ í 


~ THE PUBLIC PRINTING. . 
_ Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to which was referred the resolution of the 
Senate, instructing the Committee on Printing. to 
inquire and report whether any, and what arrange- 
ment or legislation is necessary to effect a more 
prompt and proper execution of the printing of. 
Congress, reported the following joint resolution: 
Joint Resolution to insure more Expedition in the Public 
Printing. 

Resolved, That the Secretary or the Senate, and the Clerk 
of the House of Representatives, respectively, be, and they 
are hereby, authorized and directed, to cause so much of 
the printing of the present Congress, heretofore ordered, or 
which shall be hereafter ordered by the two Houses, as 
shall be necessary to insure a prompt and proper execution 
and delivery of the same, to be executed by such person or 
persons as they shall respectively select : Provided, That the 
compensation paid for said work shall, in no case, exceed 


the rates fixed by the joint resolution of 1819, deducting 
therefrom twenty per cent. 


Mr. BORLAND. I ask that the resolution: 
may be taken up for consideration now. 

Mr. KING. I object. ~ 

Mr. BENTON. Asking the unanimous con- 
sent of the Senate to consider resolutions, should 
only be done under extraordinary circumstances. 
We are entitled to time to think. It is not enough, 
if a member objects, that he should get up and 
state his objections. The parliamentary law ins 
| tends that members shall have time to think and 
consider whether they have objections or not, and 
itis useless to pass resolutions before members 
have time to think. 

Mr. BORLAND. If the Senator had waited a 
moment, until 1 gave my reasons for asking, he 
would not have found occasion to make the ob- 
jection he has done. Itis not my intention to 
press the passage of the resolution now, but I de- 
sire to take it up for consideration, for the purpose 
of offering an amendment to it, so that the whole 
subject might be before the Senate. 

Mr. KING. I withdraw my objection. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair under- 
| stood the Senator from Missouri to object to the 
consideration of the resolution at this time. 

Mr, BENTON. If for the purpose of offering 
| an amendment, by no means. 

Mr. BORLAND. I will state, in explanation, 
that the report which I have made, presents the 
views of the majority of the Committee on Print- 
ing. The resolutions which I hold in my hand, 
and offer as an amendment, represent my own 
views, and what, after consultation with many 
Senators, I conceive to be the views of the major- 
| ity of the Senate. 

I propose to strike out all after the word Re- 
i! solved, and insert the following: 

Resolved, by the Senate and House uf Representatives of the 
United States of America, in Congress assembled, That ihe 
l present contractors to exeente the public printing of Con- 
i gress, or either of them, be released and discharged from 
the further execution of their contracts, under the provis- 
Í ions of the joint resolution of the 3d August, 1846, entitled, 
ii Joint resolution directing the manner of procuring the 
| printing of the two Houses of Congress,”? upon their relin- 
| quishing ail claim for indemnity for the non-performance of 
i their said contracts ; and that for all work not yet delivered 
ji and paid for, they shail receive the same compensation as 
li shall be awarded to the printers who may be selected by 
i Congress to execute the remainder of the work: Provided, 
li That the prices hereafter to be paid, shall not exceed those 
il authorized by the joint resolution of March 8d, 1819, de- 
i| ducting twenty per cent. from the same—the form and man- 
| ner of the printing to conform, in every respect, to the 


li 
4 


i stipnlations contained in the joint resolution of March 3d, 
1819. 

And he it further resolved, That and ——— be ap- 
|i pointed by the two Houses to execute the printing fgr the 
ii remainder of the 3ist Congress, who shall give bond, with 
|| securities to the satisfaction of the Secretary of the Senate, 
+) and the Clerk ofthe House of Representatives, forthe prompt, 
; acenrate, and neat execution of the work; and in case any 
H inconvenient delay should be at any time experienced by 
ivery of its work, the Secretary and 
il the Clerk, respectively, shall he authorized to employ one 
ii or more other printers, to execute any portion of the work 

of the Senate or the House, and charge the excess, if any 

there be, on the account of such printer or printers for exe- 
| cuting such work, above what is herein allowed, to the 
printer or printers guilty ofsuch negligence or delay. 
: And be it further resolved, Thai. the printing required tobe 
i done for the various Executive departments, be paid for at 
iÍ the same rates as congressional printing is authorized to be 


f 
il 


| 
| 
l 


i! either House, in the de! 


done. 
And be it further resolved, That ali laws and parts of laws 
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now in force, not in conformity with the provisions of this 
joint resolution, be, and the same are hereby, repealed. 

Mr. BELL. I suppose the Senate will have no 
objection to make this resolution the special order 
for an early day? 

Mr. KING. It would be much better not to do 
so. Gentlemen gain nothing, and lose a great 
deal, by constantly making special orders. Let 
the resolution lie on the table, and then it can be 
called up whenever it suits the convenience of. the 
Senate. 

Mr. BELL. Certainly. I knowall these things 
as generalisms; but I have found some use in sev- 
eral instances in making special orders. How- 
ever, as objection is made, 1 will not press it; but 
I hope, as the subject is one of great importance, 
that the resolution will be taken up at a very early 
day—as soon, at all events, as it is printed. 

The report of the committee and the amend- 
ment were then laid upon the takle, and ordered 
to be printed. 

RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. 


Mr. JONES submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered by unanimous consent and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post-Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a mail-route from Oskaloosa, via Union Mills and 
Montezuma, to Sugar Grove; from Butler, in Keokuk county, 
via Comipetine and Locust Grove, to Fairfield, in Jefferson 
county; alin lowa. Also, from Adell, in Dallas county, 
by Irish Grove, to Council Bluffs; and from Eddyville, in 
Wapello county, to Chariton Point,in Lucas county, in said 
State. : >% 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion; whieh was considered by unanimous consent 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of providing in the ‘ deticiency 
bill,?? now under their consideration, for the payment of the 
California claims. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous consent 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of granting the same 
pay to the clerk of the naval constracter at Kittery, Maine, 
as is paid to a similar clerk in the navy yard at Charlestown, 
Massachusetts. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. BENTON gave notice that to-morrow, or 
some subsequent day, he would ask leave to in- 
troduce a bill to authorize the construction of a 
national highway from the Mississippi, at St. 
Lonis, to the Pacific, at San Francisco, 

Mr. RUSK gave notice that to-morrow he would 
ask leave to introduce a bill to reduce the rates of 
postage, and for other purposes. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD gave notice that to-mor- 
row, or some subsequent day, he wonld ask leave 
to introduce a joint resolution to amend the Con- 
stitution of the United States. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. CLARKE, in pursuance of notice, asked | 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to refund to 
the State of Rhode Island certain sums advanced 
by that State for the support of volunteers arid en- 
listed soldiers in the late war with Mexico; which | 
was-read a first and second time by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


FREEDOM OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT announced, that if 
there was no other morning business, the resolu- 
tions on the table would be taken up in their order. 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
W essTer on the 22d of January, was the first in 
order: 

Resolved, That provision ought to be made by Jaw, that 
every male cilizen of the United States, and every male 
person who has declared his intention of becoming a citi- 
zen according to the provisions of law, of twenty-one years 
of age, or upwerd, shall be entitled to enter upon and take 
any ope quarter section of the public lands, which may be 
open to entry at private sale, for the purposes of residence 
aud cultivation 3 and that when such citizens shall have re- 
sided on the same land for three years, and cultivated the 


same, or if dvingin the mean time, residence and cultivation |! 


shall be held and carried on bythis widow, or b:s heirs, or 
devi ces, for the space of full three years from and after | 
making entry of such land—such residence and eullivation 
for the said three vears to be completed within four years 
from the time of such entiry—then a patent to issue for the 
same to the person making such entry, if Jiving, or other- 
wise to his heirs or devisees, as the case may require: | 
Providel, nevertheless, That such person so entering and | 
taking te quarter suction as aforesaid, shall not have, nor | 
shali his devisee or heirs have, any power to alienate such | 
laud, nor create any title thereto, in law or equity, by deed | 


Mr. WEBSTER. - I should be glad to name a 
day for the consideration of that subject, if I could 
do so without interfering with other subjects that 
now engage the attention of the Senate. The 
resolution has been a long time on-the-table, and 
it is Known to the country. _ 1 will therefore, if no 
member of the Senate object, move that. Monday 
fortnight be fixed for the consideration of this 
resolution. I move its postponement to that day, 
and that it be made the special order of that day 
at one o’clock. 

The motion was agreed to. 

FUNERAL OBSEQUIES. 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Cray on the llth of February last, next came up 
in order: 

Resolved, That in future, when a member of Congress 
dies, and has been buried in the vacation, the Senate will 
not feel itself called upon to extend to the memory of the 
deceased the honors and ceremonies which have been of 
late years usually awarded ; but will restrict itself here- 
| alter, in the appropriation of those honors and ceremonies, 
to cases of the death of members during the session of 
| Congress. 

Mr. CLAY. I presume, sir, that the Senate 
may as well dispose of this resolution at this time 
as at any other. When I presented it, I supposed 
that it met with the general concurrence of the 
body. I suppose so yet. I shall forbear, there- 
fore, saying anything in behalf of this resolution, 
unless opposition is made to it. I hope it will be 
adopted. 

Mr. DAYTON. I would inquire whether this 
resolution would extend to the very unnecessary 
erection of tombstones in the congressional bury- 
ing-ground? I understand that, in addition to our 
ceremonies here, it has been customary, when a 
member dies during the vacation, even although 
he never has been here, to erect a stone in the 
congressional burying-ground. If that be really 
the case, 1 think it ought to be embraced in the 
resolution, if itis nat already there. 

Mr. CLAY. Lhad no knowledge even of the 
| fact now communicated by the Senator from New 
Jersey, and I did not, therefore, frame the resolu- 
tion in reference to the erection of the monuments 
to which he refers, although, perhaps, it would be 
included in the general language employed. ‘ Cer- 
emonies”’ is, I believe, the word used. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I shall interpose no oppo- 
sition to the adoption of the resolution. I wished 
the other day that it should lie over till the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky was in his place; and I stated 
then that the resolution did not accord with my 
| own sentiments. | shall not, however, oppose it. 

Mr. HALE. Ihave as little regard for “ cere- 
monies” as most men; but it strikes me, that if 
this is to go into operation, it should be a joint 
resolution, Jt is hardly decorous that the Senate 
should take action upon it alone, and for the Sen- 
ate to have one practice, and the House another. 
This resolution relates to the deaths of members of 
the Senate and of the House, but confines itself to 
the course which the Senate shall pursue. It seems 
to me that it would be in bad taste for the Heuse to 
| pursue one practice, and the Senate another. The 
course of the two bodies should be uniform; and 
therefore E think, if the Senator from Kentucky 


| 

i 

i oe : 

|| has no objection, that the resolution should be a 


joint one. 

Mr. CLAY. It appears to me hardly necessary 
to give the resolution a joint form. We can act 
for ourselves—the House can do the same thing. 
I have very little doubt, that the same sense of 
public inconvenience, resulting from the practice 


member, five hundred miles from here, perhaps, 
who has never been seen by half a dozen members 
of the body, and has been buried, perhaps, for 
months before the commencement of the session— 
the same sense of public inconvenienee which 
prompts the action of the Senate, if ivagree to this 
resolution, will be felt by the House, and lead to 
| a similar resolution there, At all events, they will 
i be apprized of what this body has done, and will, 
therefore, hardly hereafter ask its codperation in 
ceremonies which the Senate declares, by this reso- 
lution, it will not engage in. 

While l am up, I would remark—for such is the 
course of current business, that we often forget 
what may have been suggested weeks before, on 
i the introduction of a resolution—that there are but 
two causes which can justify the practice of Con- 
| gress in adjourning on account of the death of a 


transfery lease, or any other conveyance, except by devise | 
y will, 


member. One is, that a member dying here, the 


of adjourning on the occasion of the death of a |: 


rites of burial are due to him, and our religion and 
our feelings both unite in inducing us to codperate 
in the performance of these rites; the other isy 
when a man associating with us in our public du- 
ties during the session—mingling with us upon 
all occasions, private, as well as public—falls be~ 
fore the great destroyer in our midst, sympathy 
with him—feeling for the family—regret for the 
event—render the body, or a portion of the body, 
incompetent, for a day at least, to discharge its 
public duties. Both of these considerations unite, 
when the death occurs among us; but if the death 
happens at a great distance from us—especially of 
an unknown. individual, long buried, with whom 
there has been no association—none of those con- 
siderations and motives induce us, it strikes me, 
to adjourn, and discontinue the discharge of our 
public duties, in consequence of an event, exciting” 
no more interest to most of us than the death of 
any other prominent individual in public life would 
do. These are the considerations which, [ think, 
prevailed in the Senate at the time when the subject 
was first suggested to them. They appear to me 
to call on us—and we have most of us been in 
| Congress a length of time, and felt the inconve- 
| nience—to adopt this resolution; and I dare say 
the House will adopt asimilar one. There is but 
one objection to the joint form; if we adopt the 
; resolution as it stands, I think it will lead to the 
reform which E desire. If we give it the joint 
form, and send it to the House, there is danger 
that it will be buried there—unlike the unfortunate 
subjects to which it refers—never to rise again. E 
| hope, therefore, that the Senate, acting for itself, 
| will decide upon the proposition. 
| Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I am sorry, sir, 
that no one else has offered any objection to this 
resolution. I look upon these ceremonies as an 
outward exhibition of respect, costing us a very 
few days during a session, and interfering very 
little with the transaction of public business. {T 
look upon the custom as a sign of that fraternity 
which should exist among members of Congress. 
When there is so much strife and schism, I like 
to preserve it as the last sign of that fraternity. 
We meet here as the Representatives of States— 
as agents of the Federal Government. Whether a 
member dies a day after the adjournment of the 
session of Congress, or a day before its meeting— 
whether a member should die here in the halls of 
Congress, or in his own residence—F still would 
make public demonstration of the regret which 
it would be a shame to us not to feel, and do think 
the injury to the public service is so small, that it 
is well to preserve ‘this outward show of respect 
to his memory. 
The question was then taken, and the resolution 
| was adopted. 


PUBLIC LANDS. 


1 

| The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
| Feren, on the Ist instant, was taken up, ands 
adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be directed 
| to furnish to the Senate, a statement of the quantity of land 
; Sold, and the amount of money received therefor, at each 
| of the tand-offices in the United States, during the last three 

years, together with the expenses of each of said offices, 
; and the quantity of land now remaining unsold therein s 
i and that he also state whether, in his opinion, auy of said 
offices can be dispensed with, without detriment to the 
public interest, and if so, to which of the adjoining land 
| districts the land therein remaining unsold should be at- 
! tached for purposes of sale. 


| 
| 
| Mr. KING. I believe my honorable friend from 


; Michigan, if he wil} look to the reports made on 
| this subject, will find that most of the information 
which he seeks has been already reported to Con- 
gress by the department, and probably all of it, 
excepting that whieh relates to the last year. I 
j would simply suggest to him, that he had better 
: look into the matter, to prevent the necessity of 
| the same information being furnished and printed 
twice. 

Mr. FELCH. I will state, in reference to this 
matter, that | have looked atthe reports, and find 
i that we can be furnished with a condensed state- 
i ment for the three years with very little trouble. 
| But there is another subject to which the attention 
i of the department is called, and that is, to the pro- 
priety of discontinuing some of the offices con- 
nected with the public land. A few days ago, a 
case came before the Committee on the Publie 
, Lands, on which a report has been made, of the 
: claim of the officers of one of the land-offices. It 
appeared that there had been no lands sold at the 


| office for the last three years, and during that time 
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the officers had received their usual compensation, 

and they now ask for additional compensation, on | 

the ground that they had no duties to perform. 

My object in introducing the resolution is, that we 

may have this information in a tabular form. 
The resolution was agreed to. 


MR. BELL’S RESOLUTIONS. 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the order of the day, being the resolutions of 
the Senator;from Tennessee, [Mr. BeLL,] which 
the Senator from Mississippi had moved to refer to 
a select committee of thirteen. 

Mr. BALDWIN, who was entitled to the floor, 
proceeded to address the Senate; and having spo- 
ken upwards of two hours and a half, 

Mr. MILLER interposed, and said: If the hon- 
orable Senator will yield the floor for an adjourn- 
ment, as the hour is late, I willmove that the Sen- 
ate now adjourn. 

Mr. BALDWIN. 
and finish’ what I have to say at this time, if it be 
agreeable to the Senate. 

Mr. BADGER. I hope we shall not adjourn. 
Let the subject be passed by for the present, so that 
we may have an Executive session. 

Mr. RUSK. There is an imperative necessity 
fora short Executive session. 

Mr. MILLER. With the permission of the 
Senator from Connecticut, then, I will move that | 
the subject be passed by informally. The Sena- 
tor will then have an opportunity of continuing 
his remarks to-morrow. 

The subject was accordingly passed by infor- 
mally. 

Mr. BRADBURY. The Senate will recollect 
that to-day, at one o’clock, was assigned as the 
time for taking up the resolution which [ submit- 
ted upon the subject of removals from office. 
Yesterday two special orders were made, and the 
Senator from Connecticut, under the second as- | 
signment, had the floor. I now desire to move | 
that the resolution to which I have referred be 
taken up, in order that it may be made the special 
order for Tuesday next. 

The motion was agreed to; and the resolution 
was made the special order for one o’clock on 
Tuesday next. 

Mr. BADGER. I desire now to call the atten- 
tion of the Senate to the peculiar propriety of 
entertaining a motion to adjourn over either to 
Saturday or Monday. To-morrow will be Good 
Friday, and it is a day, I believe, on which the 
Senate is not in the habit of sitting, except on very 
extraordinary occasions. It is an anniversary in 
the Christian church, and regarded with peculiar 
solemnity by a large majority of the Christian 
world; and I hope that the Senate. will not put 
themselves in a situation to meet with a rebuke 
similar to that which was administered to a cele- 
brated judge, who, on being asked to adjourn over 
Friday, on the ground that it was Good Friday, | 
declared that he would sit on that day, though it 
was Good Friday. The counsel, by whom the 
motion was made, replied that his honor would 
have the unenviable distinction of holding court 
ona day upon which no other judge had ever held | 
court, except Pontius Pilate. I will move that 
when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn to meet either 
on Saturday or Monday. 

Several Sexarors. Say Monday. 

Mr. FOOTE. I must be permitted to say, that 
it seems to me the Senator’s logic is not very 
sound. It applies strictly to courts. 

Mr. BADGER. This isthe highest court in 
the United States. J 

Mr. FOOTE. Ido not think there is any force 
in the analogy. At all events, I would rather be 
exposed to the Senator’s criticisms, on account of 
sitting on Good Friday, than to be exposed to the | 
just animadversions of the country for neglecting 
‘to proceed with the public business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
will first be taken on adjourning until Monday. 

Mr. BADGER. I am willing to change it to 

turday. 
are Senators. Let it be Monday. 

The question being put, 

Mr. FOOTE demanded the yeas and nays, and | 
they were ordered. 

Mr. HALE. l 
because it is Good Friday, for I would rather be 
inclined to sit on that day, 
journ over upon the general ground that the world 


I would as soon proceed j; 


i| had as yet been given. > 
|: this money, it was strange that it had not been 


I shall vote to adjourn over, not | 


is governed too much, and the longer the period 
of adjournment; and the oftener we adjourn, the 
better. 

The yeas and nays were then taken with the 
following result: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Berrien, Bright, 
Chase, Clarke, Clay, Clemens, Cooper, Corwin, Davis of 
Mississippi, Dawson, Dayton, Dickinson, Feleh, Greene, 
Hale, Mangum, Mason, Miller, Norris, Pearce, Rusk, Se- 
bastian, Seward, Shields, Turney, and Wales—29. 

NAYS—Mess s. Baidwin, Bortand, Bradbury, Butler, 
Caes, Davis of Massachusetts, Dodge of Iowa, Dodge of 
Wisconsin, Douglas, Foote, King, Morton, Pratt, Smith, 
Spruance, Underwood, Walker, and Whitcomb—16. 

So the motion was agreed to. 


On motion by Mr. RUSK, the Senate then pro- 
| ceeded to the consideration of Executive business, 
and after some time thus engaged, the doors were 
opened, and the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frivay, March 29, 1850. 


Mr. Speaker COBB called the House to order 
at twelve o’clock. 

Prayer having been said, the Speaker vacated 
the chair, calling 
| Mr. WINTHROP, of Massachusetts, to preside 
over the deliberations of the House. 

The Journal of yesterday was then read and ap- 
proved. 


WATER-ROTTED HEMP. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved a re- 
consideration of the vote by which the joint reso- 
lution, reported yesterday from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, in relation to the purchase of water- 
| rotted hemp for the use of the: navy, had been 
| referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union; and also the vote by which the 
| printing had been ordered. 

The SPEAKER said the motion would be en- 


|| tered on the Journal; but that this being private 


bill day, the motion would go over until the first 
public bill day. 

On motion by Mr. HILLIARD, it was resolved, 
that when the House adjourns, it adjourn to meet 
on Monday next. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, moved that, this 
being Good Friday, the House do now adjourn. 

The motion, by yeas 57, nays 109, was rejected. 


THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 


The SPEAKER announced the business first 
| in order to be the bill, heretofore reported from 
| the Committee of the Whole House, for the relief 
| of the captors of the frigate ‘‘ Philadelphia;”’ and 
the pending question was on the engrossment 
thereof. 

Mr. THOMAS said that this bill had been re- 
| ported from the Committee of the Whole, where 
it had passed without examination or objection. 
Not a word had been said upon its merits. The 
achievement proposed to be rewarded by the ap- 
| propriation of $100,000, contained in the bill, was 
performed in the year 1804. He should be glad if 
any gentleman would furnish some information on 
the subject. He called for no eulogy upon the 
conduct and intrepidity of the gallant men who 
accomplished the act. He knew all that could be 
desired upon these points; but he wished to know 
whether this money was intended as a gratuity, a 
bounty, or what else. It wasa little singular that 
a bill should be presented here, appropriating a 
heavy sum of money fora transaction which oc- 
curred forty-six years ago, and that every gentle- 
man appeared ready to vote it—in committee at 
Jeast—without a word of comment or explanation. 


the bill; but before he did vote for it, he must hear 
i some good reason assigned for its passage. Cer- 
tainly no such reason—in fact, no reason at all— 
If the Government owed 


He could not vote the appropria- 


paid before. 
He understood— 


tion in such a state of things. 


erosity on the part of the Government; and how 
was it, that, after the lapse of so many years, the 
bill now came up before this House? The mem- 
bers who composed the Congress of the United 
States, forty years ago, knew as much of the 
| achievement, and of the gallantry which distin- 


but I shall vote to ad- |: guished it, as could possibly be known now—why 


| had it been so long neglected? If he was to vote 


though probably such might not be the fact—that |; 
it was a mere bounty—an act of liberality or gen- || € n Arece i 
| obeyed the orders of his superior, which, if he had 
i not obeyed, it was contended he would have 
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for the bill, ke would like ið have some reason 
which would be satisfactory to himself, and upon 
which he could hereafter justify his vote. $ 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, conceded that 
this was not a strietly legal claim, but contended 
that it was equitable and just. It was well known 
to gentlemen—the report showed the fact—that 
an American ship (the Philadelphia) was taken 
by the Tripolitans, and moored in the harbor of 
Tripoli, under the fire of their guns. Commodore 
Decatur conceived the idea of bringing her out. 
He communicated with his commanding officer, 
Commodore Preble, and under his orders, by the 
boldest and most gallant feat of that or any other 
war, took her from the enemy, and would have 
brought her out as a prize, but for the fact that his 
commanding officer had given him. peremptory 
orders to burn the vessel. The facts showed it to 
be perfectly clear that he would have been able 
to bring her out. 

It was proposed now to give the representatives 
of these gallant men, one hundred thousand dol- 
lars—a sum which was only a small portion of 
that to which they would have been entitled, had 
the frigate been brought out as a prize. It should 
be paid as a reward to the gallantry of the exploit, 
and as a stimulus to our officers and seamen to 
perform similar acts of daring. 

The bill had been passed by the Senate—he did 
not know but by the House. He was confident it 
would have passed the House at the last session, 
if it had been reached in time.. The report gave 
all the facts. He would not, therefore, detain the 
House by further reference to them., 

Mr. GREEN said the facts, as set forth in the 
report, were such as to induce him to believe that 
the bill ought not to pass. Commodore Decatur 
had not conceived the idea of capturing this vessel 
atall,as had been stated by the gentleman from 
Tennessee. His commanding officer had given 
him orders to take a portion of his crew, and burn 
the Philadelphia. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, in explanation, 
stated that Commodore Decatur wasa volunteer in 
this achievement. He made the proposition to 
his commanding officer, but was ordered by the 
commanding officer to burn her, not to attempt to 
bring her out. 

Mr. GREEN (resuming) said the vessel, ag 
was admitted on all hands, was burnt in obedience 
to orders. The claim was, that if she had not 
been burnt, perhaps the prize would have been 
obtained; this was the entre ground of the claim. 
If it were not true that the prize was not secured 
as such, surely the representatives of these officers 
and men were not entitled to prize money. The 
efficiency of the naval service required that the or- 
ders of superior officers should be strictly obeyed, 
Congress should not, by its legislation, encourage 
the officers and seamen to substitute their own 
judgment for the orders of the superior officers. 


"This bill, if passed, would constitute such an en- 


couragement. The bill implied a censure upon 
the commanding officer. That was a period in the 
history of our country to which we all looked 
with pride, and Congress ought not now to shape 
its legislation so as to imply censure upon our 
gallant naval officers of that day. Commodore 
Decatur and his men, had performed their duties 
nobly, and had been paid for it; but it was now 
sought, by an artifice in argument, to induce this 
House to vote them a bounty. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, explained that 
he had certainly resorted to no artifice in his re- 
marks. He had openly and boldly stated his 


í | object. 
He did not intend to say that he might not vote for jj 


Mr. GREEN had expected that the gentleman 
would be satisfied with the qualification he had 
made. He had stated that gentlemen in their ad- 


| vocacy of the bill, resorted to an artifice in argu- 


ment—that they attempted to make the worse ap- 
pear the better reason. | 

The object of this bill was not to pay for ser- 
vices or for gallantry displayed in the discharge of 
their duty. What was its object then? It was to 
give a bounty, because Commodore Decatur had 


secured the vessel as a prize. 
The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Sranron] 


‘had admitted, that the claim was not just, upon 


principles of law. Was it then founded on equi- 


i ty? Equity was defined to be “ the correction of 


“that wherein the law (by reason of its universali- 
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t ty) is deficient:” In what respect was the law 
deficient? It promised to pay a certain compensa- 
tion to the officers and men-in our navy—that 
compensation had been. paid. It also required 
them to obey the orders of their superiors—that 
had been done. But were we to give a bounty for 
this, which would go, not to those who had per- 
formed the gallant achievement, in the line of 
‘their duty, but to agents who had prepared .the 
claim at this late day, and to the remote-descend- 
ants of those:who had done the service? 
gress were to sanction the principle of giving boun- 
ties for duties discharged , according to the require- 
ments of law, it would be the adoption of an en- 
tirely new precedent. : 

Mr. STANTON explained, as the gentleman 
from Missouri had speken of agents, that (being a 
meinber of the Naval. Committee from which the 
bill'was reported) he had had no application from an 
agent, nor had he heard from any individual in 
réference to this bill, except from a lady whom he 
had not seen. 

Mr. GREEN replied that he had spoken of 
agents from no particular knowledge of this case, 
but from the fact that these private claims, espe- 
cially those of long-standing, were generally urged 
upon Congress by agents who were interested in 
their passage. . i i 

But what was the true principle for their action, 
as the Representatives of the people? Were they to 
be so exuberant in their philanthropy and benevo- 
lence as to grant bounties in one case, and to leave 
thousands of cases of claims, strictly legal, un- 
paid? He took the ground that they should not 
so consume the time of Congress in considering 
any of these applications for gratuities and boun- 
ties, but that they should first discharge their du- 
ties, and pay the debts, to which the Govern- 
ment was bound by the strong obligations of law. 
After that they might consider the subject of grant- 
ing bounties, as far as their constitutional authorit 
would permit. A good principle of equity, appli- 
cable to this case, was contained in the maxim, 
“ Be just before you are generous.” Let them 
pay the hundreds of debts the Government owes 
to widows and claimants, who were knocking at 
the doors of Congress for their jist dues, before 
they went to distributing bounties. However soft 
might be their hearts, however kind their feelings, 
or benevolent their dispositions, it was not their 
duty, as Representatives of the people, to indulge 
in the bestowment of bounties. ‘The Constitution 
gave Congress the power “to lay and collect 
‘taxes, duties, imposts, and excises, to pay the 
t debts,” &c., of the Government—not to deal out 
favors. ‘There was good sense in this provision 
of the Constitution, and there was a strong neces- 
sity at the present time that their hands should 
thus be bound. Every bestowment of bounties 
must be partial. If the Government gave to every 
citizen, in the same proportion, nothing would be 
gained by the process of collecting the money 
and paying it back. But if they did not grant to 
the citizens equal bounties, they took from him 
and his poor constituents moneys to be granted 
to the representatives of those officers and sea- 
men who had done their duty and been paid for it. 

Mr. SACKETT said this was a bill of a very 
extraordinary character. He referred to the his- 
tory of the transaction, for which the bill provided 
a bounty, Commodore Decatur had volunteered, 
with certain men, to undertake an enterprize, be- 
ing the capture of the frigate Philadelphia, under 
certain orders. He had never undertaken to se- 
cure the vessel asa prize. This was no condition— 
no part of thetransaction; but he had undertaken 
to execute the orders of his commanding (superior) 
officer. We now saw, not the officer and men who 
had performed this duty, but their representatives 
of the next generation, coming forward, and say- 
ing, that if their ancestors had received different 
orders, and if they had undertaken to execute 
them, they might have secured a prize. It wasa 
bounty proposed to be paid for obedience to orders. 
They had undertaken to do what they had been 
ordered to do; they had been paid for it; and they 
had never had the right to do anything else. He 
thought the facts justified him in saying it was an 


If Con- | 


extraordinary bill, and he hoped it would not re- | 


ceive the favor of the House. 

Mr. McMULLEN did not desire to discuss the 
bili; but if the yeas and nays were ordered, he 
should be satisfied to record his vote against it. 
He had never known a bill of so extraordinary a 


= 
character presented to this or any other legislative 
body. If they passed: this bill, they wouid have 
hundreds of others pressed upon them, predicated 
upon stronger grounds of justice, which they could 
not avoid passing, and this Government might be 
considered bankrupt for two or three generations. 
He returned his thanks to the gentleman. from 
Tennessee, [Mr. Toomas,]| and the gentleman from 
Missouri, [Mr. Green,] for exposing the character 
of this very extraordinary claim; and he demanded 
the yeas and nays upon the passage of the bill. 

Mr. THOMAS moved to lay the bill upon the 
table. s 

Mr. McLANE appealed to the gentleman to 
withdraw the motion, to allow him to have read 
the official order of Commodore Preble. 

Mr. THOMAS yielded to the appeal, and with- 
drew the motion, on condition that Mr. McLane 
would renew it. 

Mr. McLANE accepted the condition, and said, 
as the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. STANTON] 
had stated that this exploit was not performed 
under orders, he wished the Clerk to read the 
official order of Commodore Preble to Commodore 
Decatur, directing Commodore Decatur to capture | 
the frigate Philadelphia, in the harbor of Tripoli, 
and burn her. 

The Clerk read the order accordingly, under 
date of January 31, 1804, of which the following 
is an extract: 

“Tt is my order that you proceed to Tripoli, in company 
with the Syren, Lieutenant Stewzrt, eater the harbor in the 
night, board the frigate Philadelphia, burn her,” &c. 

Commodore Decatur (continued Mr. McL.) re. 
orted that he had complied with that order. He 
referred to the universally-admitte! principle of 
maritime prize-law, viz: that if an enemy’s vessel 
were captured in pursuit of her upon the high scas, 
and by direction of our commanding officer were 
sunk, to prevent her recapture by the enemy, the 
officers and crew performing the duty were entitled 
to the prize; and he argued that the present case 
rested upon precisely the same principles. If an 
enemy ’s vessel pursued, captured, and sunk, under 
orders of our superior officers, to prevent recap- 
ture, were a prize, surely a vessel captured in an 
enemy’s harbor, under protection of the very guns 
of their fort, and burnt under peremptory orders 
of our commanding officer, was, with equal jus- 
tice, a prize. 

If the case came technically within the law, of 
course there would have been no necessity for pre- 
senting a special bill; but if the claim rested upon 
precisely the same principle that had governed the 
legislation of Congress in the law of captures, why 
should not the principle be applied in this case? | 
It was a great injustice to the claimants to treat | 
them as applicants for a gratuity—æ charity at the : 
hands of Congress. By what right could the heirs | 
be reproached for claiming from Congress the just, į 
legal rights, of those whom they represented ? | 

Mr. SACKETT interposed, and asked if the 
gentleman from Maryland had any evidence that 
Commodore Preble would have authorized the en- 
terprize on any other conditions than those which 
he had prescribed in his order? 

Mr. McLANE replied, that if the gentleman 
from New York had listened to the reading of the | 
order, he would not have made this inquiry. The | 
order to Commodore Decatur was, to go and cap- || 
ture the enemy’s frigate—not the frigate of the | 
United States, but the frigate of they Dey of Al- 
piers, and to burn—or perhaps to burn and sink 

er. 

He recurred to the principle of the law of prizes, 
and contended that this claim rested upon pre- 
cisely the same foundation, and was strictly an 
equitable claim. He referred to the fact, that the 
gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Sranron] had 
considered this a volunteer expedition. 

Mr. STANTON (in explanation) said he con- 
curred with the gentleman from Maryland, that it 
was performed under orders; but the idea origin- 


ated with Commodore Decatur, and was sanc- | 
tioned; and the order was given by Commodore | 
Preble. 

Mr. McLANE concurring with the gentleman 
from ‘Tennessee upon this point, considered that 
this fact increased the merit of the claim. He | 
argued that the objections of the gentleman from | 
Tennessee, [Mr. Toomas,]and the gentleman from 
Missouri, [Mr. Green,| would apply with equal 
force to every pension which was granted by the 
Government toa widow. What were such pen- 
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sions but bounties—honorable bounties? But to 
stigmatize this claim as a gratuity, was assuming 
a gratnitous liberty of reflecting upon the orders 
of our naval officers, and was in direct disregard 
of the principle which lay at the foundation of the 
maritime law of prizes. 

In accordance with his pledge, he renewed the 
motion to lay on the table; but withdrew it at the 
appeal of— 

Mr. HUBBARD, who pledged himself to renew 
the motion. He argued that this case differed 
from that of an ordinary prize, inasmuch as the 
vessel captured. was not the cnemy’s vessel, but 
a vessel of the United States, which had been lost 
in the hazards of war, and recaptured by Commo- 
dore Decatur, though in pursuance of an idea 
he himself had originated, yet in obedience to pos- 
itive orders of his superior officer, and burnt under 
the same order. Would it do to pay for our own 
vessels, which after they had been lost, might be 
retaken and burnt? He would not undertake to 
say what influence the establishment of such a 
principle might exert upon our naval officers. He 
could not sanction it. He should demand the 
yeas and nays upon the motion to lay on the table. 
He wanted to see if there was a great party who 
only wanted a pretext to vote away the public 
money. It had been so said—he did not believe it. 
If this bill were passed, he should believe it. 

He renewed the motion to lay the bill on the 
table, and asked the yeas and nays. 

Mr. SCHENCK appealed to the gentleman to 
withdraw the motion. 

Mr. HUBBARD declined, stating that he did 
not feel authorized to withdraw the motion, having 
made it in compliance with his pledge to another 
gentleman. 

Mr, SCHENCK. Then I have only to say, 
the bill has been unanimously reported by the 
Naval Committee, and they are not heard upon it. 

Mr. HUBBARD. They have been heard all 
the morning. . 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

And the question, “ Shall this bill be Jaid on the 
table?” was then taken, and decided in the afirm- 
etive—yeas 104, nays 58, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Allen, Alston, Anderson, 
Ashe, Averett, Beale, Bingham, Bocock, Booth, Bowdon, 
Bowlin, Breck, William J. Brown, Caldwell, J. P. Calvin, 
Cartter, Clingman, W. R. W. Cobb, Conger, Crowell, Dim- 
mick, Disney, Dunham, Durkee, Ewing, Featherston, Fiteh, 
Freedley, Giddings, Gilmore, Goodenow, Gorman, Gou, 
Green, Hamilton, Haralson, Harlan, 1. G. Harris, S. W. Har- 
tis, T. L. Harris, Haymond, Henry, Hibbard, Howe, Hub- 
bard, Hunter, Inge, W., T. Jackson, A. Johnson, J. L. John- 
son, R. W. Johnson, Jones, Julian, Kautinan, Preston King, 
Littlefield, J. Mann, Mason, MeDonald, McGaughey, Me- 
Lanahan, MeMallen, Meacham, Miller, Millson, Morris, 
Orr, Otis, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Powell, Robbins, 
Robinson, Root, Rose, Ross, Rumsey, Sackett, Savage, Saw-~ 
telle, ermerhorn, Shepperd, Sprague, Stetson, Sweetser, 
Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Wiliam Thompson, Toombs, 
Venabie, Waldo, Wallace, Watkins, Wellborn, Wentworth, 
Whitilesey, Williams, Wilmot, Wood, and Young—104. 

NAYS—Messrs. Andrews, Bennett, Brooks, Burrows, 
Clark, Cleveland, Coleock, Corwin, Dickey, Duer, Duncan, 
C. Butler, T. B. Butler, E. ©. Cabell, Campbell, Chandler, 
Edmundson, Fowler, Hampton, Hoagland, Holliday, Kerr, 
G. G. King, Jas. G. King, John A. King, La Seére, Marshall, 
Matteson, McClernand, McKissock, Robert M. MeLane, 
McQueen, Morehead, Morse, Morton, Nelson, Ogle, Out- 
law, Phoenix, Pitman, Potter, Putnam, Reed, Rockwell, 
Schenck, Schooleratt, Seddon, Silvester, Spalding, Stardy, 
Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Thaddeus Ste- 


vens, Taylor, Tuck, Underhill, Van Dyke, Walden, White, 
and Winthrop—58. 


So the bill was laid on the table. 


Mr. GOTT moved a reconsideration of the 
vote and that that motion be laid upon the table. 

Mr. SCHENCK asked the yeas and nays, re- 
marking that he would withdraw the demand if 
the gentleman would consent to let the motion lie 
over until to-morrow. 

The yeas and nays were refused. 

Mr. SCHENCK (remarking that if the House 
should now adjourn, the question would then be 
pending) moved that the House adjourn. 

The motion, by ayes 50, noes 78, was rejected. 

The question then recurred on the motion to 
lay on the table the motion to reconsider, and, 
having been taken, it was decided in the affirma- 
tive without a division. 

So the motion to reconsider was laid on the 


table, 


‘A motion was made that the House do now 


adjourn, but the yeas and nays having been or- 
dered, the motion was withdrawn. 


HEIRS OF JOHN DICKSON. 
The bill for the relief of the heirs of John Dick- 


1850. 


~ 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


619. 


son, surviving partner of Lambert & Dickson, 
then came up on the question of engrossment. 

Mr. JONES and Mr. HALL called for the read- 
ing of the bill. 

The bill having been read, 

The reading of the report was called for, and it 
was read. 


THE CHARGE AGAINST THE SPEAKER. 


Mr. HOLMES, from the select committee, 
heretofore appointed to investigate certain charges 
against the Speaker of the House, made a report. 

Mr. H. said that, as the report was in many 
detached parts, he would, to avoid confusion, pro- 
ceed to read it himself. 

Mr. H. then ascended the Clerk’s desk, and 
the report was read in part by Mr. HoLmes, and 
in part by Mr. Vinton, as follows: f 

The select committee appointed in pursuance 
of a resolution of the House, to investigate the | 
charges made by the Hon. Presron Kine, a | 
member of the House, against the Hon. Hower, 
Coss, the Speaker of the House, have proceeded 
to execute the order of the House, and now beg 
leave to report: À : 

That they have taken the testimony of all such 
witnesses as either of the above-named gentlemen 
desired to be examined. They have also ex- 
amined both of the honorable gentlemen, touching 
the subject-matter of the investigation; all of 
which testimony is submitted with this report. 
The charge made by Mr. King is in these words: 

“I charge that the journal of the House has been muti- 
lated by erasing a motion that I did make, and substituting, 
by interlineation, one that I did not make, on the journal 
of the 13th instant. My motion was to close debate on the 
‘California bill? These words are changed, and ‘ mies- 
sage’ substituted.” 

The testimony shows that the motion of Mr. 
Kine was submitted verbally, and that there was 
great indistinctness on the minds of all, as to the 
precise words used by him. Without waiting for 
the motion to be stated by the Chair, he moved to 
lay iton the table. Some. conversation arising, 
the Speaker requested him to reduce his motion to 
writing. By the rule of the House, every motion 
must be reduced to writing before the question is 
put upon it, if the Speaker or any member require 
it. he object of this rule is, to avoid mistakes 
and misapprehensions; and if the rule, in this in- 
stance, had been observed, all mistake and misap- 

rehension would have been avoided. Instead, 

owever, of reducing the motion to writing, and 
causing it to be read aloud by the Clerk before 
the question was stated by the Speaker, Mr. 
Kine did what ‘is done almost daily—he re- 
quested the Clerk to write out his motion in the 
usual form. This was silently acquiesced in by 
the House; and without waiting for the motion to 
be reduced to writing, or read, the question was 
put upon laying the motion on the table, which 
was carried in the affirmative. : 

After the motion had beén disposed of by a vote 
of the House, an assistant clerk reduced it to wri- 
ting in the form set forth in the testimony. This 
he did in the form he thought would accomplish |, 
Mr. Kine’s object; but did not show it to Mr. 
Kine, nor did Mr. Kine ask to see it. Here it is 
proper to state, that Mr. Kine understood his mo- | 
tion to apply exclusively to the bill offered in the į 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
by the Hon. Mr. Dory, for the admission of || 
California as a State; which Dill jhad been offered 
by him while'the subject of the President’s mes- | 
suge, transmitting to the House the constitution | 
of California, was under consideration in Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
In other words, Mr. Kine understood his motion | 
to be, a motion to stop debate in committee on | 
Mr. Dory’s bill; the Speaker, however, under 
stood it to be a motion to stop debate on the Cali- 
fornia message, which would have the effect to 
close debate on the bill also, and bring the com- | 
mittee to a vote on it, as the first pending question 
or proposition incident to the message. ; 

There was no communication on the subject 
between the Srraner and Mr. Kune, after the mo- 
reduced to writing; and neither was 


tion was l 
aware that it was understood differently by the l 
other. As Mr. Kine understood the motion, ba 


s not inorder, and could not have been enter- | 
pied by the Chair; and the committee have no 
doubt, that if the motion had been reduced to wri- 
ting, and read aloud, according to the rule, hefore 
the question was stated by the Chair, the Speaker 


would have declared it outof order. As the motion 
was understood by the Speaker, it was in order, 
and was properly entertained by him. By an ex- 


press rule of the House, it is made the duty of || 


the Speaker to examine and correct the journal 
before it is read to the House; it is then read to 
the House, for correction by the House itself. 
Immediately after the motion had been laid on 
the table, the. Speaker directed the clerk who 
usually makes up the journal, to enter it in ac- 
cordance with his understanding, as above ex- 
plained. The journal of that day was, however, 
made up by another clerk, who had not heard the 
directions given by the Speaker, and who made 
the entry in the form in which it appeared before 
the erasures. The entry thus made was that even- 


ing examined by the journalizing clerk, to whom || 


the direction had been given, as aforesaid, by the 
Speaker, who, perceiving that it did not conform 
to the directions which he had received from the 
Speaker, caused the alterations to be made so as 
to make it conform to those directions—which 
alterations now appear on the face of the journal, 
and constitute the subject of this investigation. 
On the following morning, as is usual before the 
meeting of the House, the journal was examined 
by the Speaker for correction, and these alterations 
thus made, as above described, were by him ap- 
proved. 

The journal thus corrected, was publicly read to 
the House, and no objection was made to the en- 
try. In the opinion of the committee, this was not 
a mutilation of the journal, but a proper correction 
of it, under the authority of the Speaker, in dis- 
charge of a duty imposed upon him by the rules 
of the House. In approving this correction, he 
did his duty, and no more than his duty. Your 
committee, therefore, unanimously propose the 
following resolution: 


Resolved, ‘That the foregoing report be adopted by the 
House, and be entered on the journal, and that the com- 
mittee be discharged from the further consideration of the 


subject. 
I. E. HOLMES, 
SAMUEL F. VINTON, 
LINN BOYD, 
JAMES DUANE DOTY, 
ALEXANDER H. STEPHENS, 
WILLIAM STRONG, 
M. P. GENTRY, 
W. A. RICHARDSON. 
The report and resolution having been read— 
The SPEAKER put the question on the resolu- 
tion, 
And it was adopted unanimously. 
On motion by Mr. STRONG, the report was 
‘ordered to be printed. ; 
And ‘then the House adjourned until twelve 
-o’clock on Monday, next. — 


; ; Pors OF BILLS. 

By Mr. INGE: A bill to establish an armory and foundry 
in the State of Alabama. 

By Mr. WELLBORN: A bill to provide for the payment 
of interest upon advances made by the State of Georgia, for 
the usé of the United States Government, in the suppression 
of the hostilities of the Creek, Seminole, and Cherokee In- 
dians, in tae years 1x35, 1836, 1837, and 1838, 


PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the appro- 
priate committees: 


By Mr. HAMPTON: Three petitions, signed by more 
than one hundred citizens of Pittsburg, praying for the eree- 
tion of a custom-house and other public buildings in said 


city. ! 
By Mr. BURROWS: The petition of Reuben Haines and 


others, citizens of Orleans county, New York, against the 
admission of more slave States into the Union. 

Also, the petition of citizens of the county of Orleans, 
New York, for the establisbiseut and protection of freedom, 
in the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of citizens of the county of Orleans, 
New York, for the repeat of all laws, enacted or adopted by 
Congress, for the support of slavery in the District of Co 
lumbia. 
Also, the petition of citizens of the eounty of Orleans 


> ij 
New York, to secure to alleged fugitives the right of trial \ 
P i r i H 
By Mr. WILMOT: The petition, signed by 24 citizens || 
| of Wysex, Bradford county, Pennsylvania, praying that |! 


by jury. 


slavery and the slave-trade may be prolihited, by act o; 
Congress, in all the territories of the United States. 


Also, a petition of the same citizens, praying that no | 
State be hereafter admitted into the Union, unless slavery |i 


be prohibited by the constitution of s 

Also, a petition signed by 48 citizens of Great Bend, Sus 
quehanna, Pennsylvania, praying thatslavery and the słav 
trade be prohibited, by act of Congress, in ali the territories 


| of the United States. 


Also, a petition of the same citizens, praying that no 
State be hereafter admitted into the Union, unless slavery 
be prohibited by the constitution of said State. 


| 
| 


| 


aranean rre 


Also, a petition of the same citizens, praying that.slavery 
and the slave-trade be abolished in the District of Colum- 
bia, or in default thereof, that the cApital be removed. ` 

Also, a petition of ‘the same citizens, praying that the 
right of trial by jury be secured to persons claimed-as fugi- 
tives from labor. ; r k E 

Also, a petition signed by 17 citizens of Chicago, [Mitiois, 
praying that slavery and the slave-trade be abolished in the 
District of Columbia,.or in default. thereof, that the capital 
be. removed. í hie 

By Mr. PECK: The petition of 149 citizens of Stowe, 
Vermont, praying for the abolition of stavery in the. District 
of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of 150 cilizens of the same place, against 
the extension of slavery to our territories. 

Also, the petition of 145 citizens of the same place, against 
| the admission of any more slave States. 

Also, the petition of 148 citizens of the same place, in 
favor of giving jury trials to fugitive slaves, 

Also, the petition of 25 citizens of the same place, asking 
a reduction of postage. 
i _ Also, the petition of D. P. Gookin and others, citizens of 
| Caledonia county, Vermont, for reduction of postage. 

By Mr. LITTLEFIELD: The petition of Allen Lincoln 
and 80 others, citizens of Gray, Mainc, fora reduction of the 
rates of postage. 

Also, the remonstrance of Joseph Walker, jr., and 100 
others, citizens of Westbrooke, Maine, against the renewal 
of the Woodworth patent-right. 

Also, resolutions of a public meeting held at Gray, Maine, 
on the subject of slavery in the territories. 

By Mr. MEACHAM: The petitions of the electors of 
Poultney, Vermout, viz: : 

To secure freedom in the territories of the United States; 

To give fugitive slaves trial by jury; : 

To repeal all Jaws authorizing slavery in the District of 
Columbia; and 

Against the admission of more slave States. 

By Mr. OTIS: The petition of Asa Smitey and 210 ejti- 
zens of Siduey, Maine, that an act be passed estabiishing 
a uniform rate of postage, not cxereding one cent on uews- 
papers, aud not exceeding two cents on prepaid letters of 
half an ounce. 

Also, the petition of Henry K. Pinham and 51 citizens 
of Winslow, Maine, for the same. 

Also, the petition of Timothy Boulette and 90 citizens of 
Waterville, Maine, for the same. 

Also, the petition of William Bartlette and 200 citizens 
of Maine, for the same. 

Also, the petion of Samuel Watts and 75 other citizens of 
Hallowell, Maine, for the same. 

Also the petition of E, G. Baily and 37 other citzens of 
Winthrop, Maine, for the same. 

Also, the petition of Justice Erstine and 90 other citizens 
of Montville, Maine, for the same. 

Also, the petition of the President, other officers, and 
members of the Kennebec Agricultural Society, of Maine, 
asking the establishment ofan Agricultural bureau, agreeably 
to the recommendation of Washington, and of President 
Taylor in his late message. 

Also, the petition of Daniel Carr and 47 other citizens of 
| Winthrop, Maine, asking the trial by jury for any person 
| taken up asa fugitive slave. 
i| Also, the petition of the same, for the repeal of all Jaws 
| sanctioning slavery in the District of Columbia, or to have 
the seat of Government removed. 

Also, the petition of the same, that slavery and the slave 


trade be prohibited in the territories. . 
| _ Also, the petition of thse ame, that no State be admitted 
into the Union unless the constitution of such State ex- 
pressly probibjbits slavery, : A 

By Mr. REED: The petition of Ebenezer McLane and 
| others, citizens of Washington county, Pennsylvania, pray- 

ing the establishment ofan Agricultural bureau. ` 

By Mr. SWEETSER: A petition of citizens of Licking 
and Delaware counties, fora mail-route from Newark, Lick- 
ing county, to Sunbury, Delaware county, via Chatham, 
| Sylvania, Appleton, and Croton, in Licking county, and 
Trenton, in Delaware county. 

By Mr. ROBBINS: A petition signed by John Naylee and 
son, and 26 others, citizens of the county of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, asking for the repeal of the act of Congress, 
| passed February 26, 1845, extending for seven years from 
| December, 1849, to thé heirs of William Woodworth, the 
right secured to him in 1828, under the patent laws of the 
i United States, in regard to a planing machine. 

By Mr. SPRAGUE : The petition of O. C. Comstock und 
| other citizens of Michigan, for the publication of agricultural 
| tracts. 
i Also, the petition of R. W. Cole and others, for a mail- 
; route in Kent and Tonia counties, Michigan. 

: Also, the petition of L, N. Bartlett and other teachers end 
; Students of the Olivet histitute, Eaton county, Michigan, for 
| cheap postage. 

H Iso, the petition of F. Dale and others, citizens of School- 
| craft, Michigan, for cheap postage. $ 

Also, the petition of A, J. Sheldon and others, citizens of 
| Michigan, for an appropriation to improve the harbor at the 
| mouth of Kalamazoo river, Michigan. 

By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of C. S. Mygalt, E. 
Newton, and others, citizens of Canfield, Mahoning county, 
Ohio, praying Congress to make an appropriation for removing 
obstructions to navigation at the head of Sandusky bay. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, April 1, 1850. 
` The House was called to order at twelve o’clock, 
: m., by the Speaker, [Mr. Cons.] 


l After prayer by the Chaplain of the Fouse, 


The Journal was read. 

Mr. STRONG rose to a correction of the Jour- 
nal, abd called attention to the fact, that no notice 
was taken upon the record of the motion which 
had been made (on Friday) to print the report 


i 
| 
i 


| 
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‘and testimony upon the charge preferred by Mr. 
P. Kine, of New York, against the Speaker. 
The SPEAKER said the Journal would be 
amended by stating the motion. 
The Journal was then. approved. 


A RECESS. 

Mr. VINTON rose and said: We may expect 
in a little time, Mr. Speaker, to receive from the 
Senate a message announcing the melancholy 
event which is already known to us as a national 
calamity. Instead of proceeding to the discharge 
of the ordinary business of the House, 1 move 
that the rules be suspended, and that the House 
take arecess until we receive the message from 
the Senate. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the 
tnotion made by the gentleman from Ohio will be 
considered as ‘agreed to, and the House will take 
a recess until such time as the message is received 
from the Senate. 

No objection being made, 

The Spraxer left the chair, and the House 
took a recess. 

At ten minutes past one the SPEAKER resumed 
the chair. 

THE DECEASE OF MR. CALHOUN. 


A message was received from the Senate, by the 
hands of A. Dickins, Esq., their Secretary, who 
said that he was directed to communicate to the 
House information of the decease of the Hon. 
Jonn ©. Carnoun, a Senator in Congress from 
the State of South Carolina, and the proceedings 
of the Senate thereon. 

The message having been read, 

Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, rose and ad- 
dressed the House as follows: 

lt becomes, Mr. Speaker, my solemn duty to 
announce to this House the decease of the honor- 
able Joun C. Canrnoun, a Senator of the State of 
South Carolina. 
this city, yesterday morning, at seven o’clock. He 
lives no longer among the living: he sleeps the 
sleep of a long night which knows no dawning. 
The sun which rose so brightly on this morning, 
brought to him no healing in its beams. 

We, the Representatives of our State, come to 
sorrow over the dead; but the virtue, and the life, 
and the services of the deceased, were not confined 
by metes and bounds; but standing on the broad 
expanse of this Confederacy,’ he gave his genius 
to the States, and his heart to his entire country. 
Carolina will not therefore be suffered to mourn 
her honored son in secret cells and solitary shades; 


but her sister States will gather around her in this |! 


palace of the nation, and bending over that bier, 
weep as she weeps, and mourn with the deep, 
afflictive mourning of her heart. Yes, sir; her hon- 
ored son—honored in the associations of his birth, 
which occurred when the echoes and the shouts of 
freedom had not yet died along his native hills, 
born of parents who had partaken of the toils, 
been affected by the struggles, and fought in the 
battles for liberty—he seemed as if he were bap- 
tized in the very fount of freedom. Reared amid 
the hardy scenery of nature, and amid a stern, 
pious, and reserved population, yet unseduced by 
the temptations, and unnerved by the luxuries of 
life, he gathered from surrounding objects, and 


from the peopie of his association, that peculiar |: 


hue and coloring which so transcendently marked 
his life. Unfettered by the restraints of the school- 
house, he wandered in those regions which sur- 
rounded his dwelling, unmolested, and indulged 
those solitary thoughts, in rambling through her 
mighty forests, which gave that peculiar cast of 


thinking and reflection to his mighty soul. He | 
was among a people who knew but few books, | 
and over whose minds learning had not yet thrown | 


its effulgence. But they had the Bible; and with 
his pious parents, he gathered rich lore, which 


surpasses that of Greek or Roman story. Atan age |i 


when youths are generally prepared to scan the 
classics, he was yet uninitiated in their rudiments. 
Under the tuition of the venerable Doctor Waddle, 
his relative and friend, he quickly acquired 
what that gentleman was able to impart, and 
even then began to develop those mighty pow- 
ers of clear perception, rapid analysis, quick 
comprehension, vast generalization, for which 
he was subsequently so eminently distinguished. 


and returned again. to his rustic employments. | 
But the spirit had been awakened—the inspi- | 


He expired at his lodgings in | 


He remained but a very short time at his school, | 


ration had come like to a spirit from on high; 
and -he felt that within him were found treas- 
ures that learning was essential to unfold. He 
gathered up his patrimony, he hastened to the 
College of Yale, and there, under the tuition of 
that: accomplished scholar and profound theolo- 
gian, Rev. Dr. Dwight, he became, in a short 
period, the first among the foremost, indulging not 
in the enjoyments, in the luxuries, and the dissi- 
pations of a college life, but with toil severe, with 
energy unbending, with devotion to his studies, 
he became (to use the language of a contemporary) 
“ a man among boys.”’ In a conflict intellectual 
with his great master, the keen eye of Dr. Dwight 
discerned the great qualifications which marked 
the man, and prophesied the honors that have 
fallen in his pathway. He was solitary, and asso- 
ciated not much with his class. He indulged his 
propensity to solitude; he walked among the elms 
| that surround that ancient college, and in the cells, 
in the secret shades of that institution, he felt that 
dawning on his mind which was to precede the 
brighter and the greater day; and raising himself 
from the materiality around him, he soared on the 
wings of contemplation to heights sublime, and 
whirling his flight along the zodiac, raised his 
head among the stars. ‘The honors of the college 
became his meed, and departing thence with the 
|| blessings and the benedictions of his venerable 
instructor, he repaired for a short period to the 
school of Litchfield, and there imbibed those prin- 
|| ciples of the common Jaw, based upon the rights 
of man, and throwing a cordon around the British 
and the American ciuzen. He left, and upon his 
| return home, was greeted by the glowing presence 
i of his friends, who had heard from a‘distance the 
glad tidings of his studies and his success. He 
took at once his position among his neighbors. 
He was sent by them to the councils of the State; 
and there, amid a glittering array of lofty intel- 
Jects and ennobled characters, he became first 
among the first. 

But that sphere was too limited for the expan- 
sibility of a mind which seemed to know no limit 
| but the good of all mankind. Attheage of twenty- 
| eight he was transferred to this hall. He came not, 

sir, to a bower of ease; he came not in the moment 
| of a sunshine of tranquillity; he came when the 
; country was disturbed by dissension from within, 
and pressed from without by the great Powers of 
Europe, then contending for the mastery of the 
; world, and uniting and harmonizing in this, and 
| this alone—the destruction of American institu- 
i tions, the annihilation of American trade. The 
! whole country (boy as | then was, I well remem- 
ber) seemed as if covered with a funeral gloom. 
The spirits of the best men seemed crushed amid 
; that pressure, and the eye of hopegearce found con- 
| consolation in any prospect of the future. But he 
| had not been long in these halls, before he took the 
| gauge and mezaxurement of the depth of these 
| calamities, and the compass of its breadth. He 
| 
| 
| 


|| applied himself most vigorousiy to the applica- 
\| tion of the remedies for so vital a disease. He 
i found that a mistaken policy had added to the 
f calamities on the ocean, tbat still further calamity 
| of fettering, with a restrictive system, the very 
! motions and energies of the people. He looked 
! down and saw that there was a mighty pressure, 
a great weight upon the rescurces of this country, 
f which time had gradually increased, and he re- 
! solved at once, with that resolution which charac- 
| terized him—with that energy which impelled him 
j| direct to his purpose—to advise what was con- 
| sidered a remedy too great almost for the advice 
|| of any other—* at once, weak as we were in num- 
|-bers, unprepared as we were in arms, diminished 
| as were our resources, to bid defiance to Britain, 
| and assume the atutude of a conflicting nation for 
; its rights.” 

| Fortunately for the country, that advice was 
i taken; and then the great spirit of America, re- 
| leased from her shackles, flamed up and caused 

her to arouse from her prostrate condition, and, 

| standing erect, shake her spear in bold defiance. 

| Jn that war, his counsels contributed as much, 

' Í am informed, as those of any man, to its final 

success. At a period when our troops on the 

| frontier, under the command of the Governor of 


jand that Governor had written to Mr. Madison 
| that he had exhausted his own credit, and the 
| credit of all those whose resources he could com- 
; mand, and his means were exhausted; and unless, 


in a short period, money was sent on to invigorate 
the troops, the war must end, and our country 
bow down to a victorious foe,—sir, upon that 
occasion Mr. Madison became so disheartened, 
that he assembled his counsellors, and asked for 
advice and aid, but advice and aid they had not 
to give. At length Mr. Dallas, the Secretary of 
the Treasury, said to Mr. Madison, You are sick 
—retire to your chamber—leave the rest to us. I 
will send to the Capitol for the youthful Her- 
cules, who hitherto has borne the war upon his 
shoulders, and he will counsel us aremedy. Mr, 
Catnoun came. He advised and appealed to the 
States for the loan of their credit. It seemed as 
if a new light had burst upon the Cabinet. His 
advice was taken. The States generously re- 
sponded to the appeal. These were times of fear- 
ful import. We were engaged in war with a na- 
tion whose resources were ample, while ours were 
crippled. Our ships of war, few in number, were 
compelled to go forth on the broad bosom of the 
deep, to encounter those fleets which had signalized 
themselves at the battles of Aboukirand Trafalgar, 
and annihilated the combined navies of France and 
Spain. But there was an inward strength—there 
was an undying confidence—4n the hearts of a free 
people; and they went forth to battle and to con- 
quest. 

Sir, the clang of arms and the shouts of victory 
had scarcely died along the dark waters of the 
Niagara—the war upon the plains of Orleans had 
just gone out with a blaze of glory—when all 
eyes were instinctively turned to this youthful 
patriot, who had rescued his country in the dark 
hour of her peril. Mr. Monroe transferred him 
to his Cabinet; and upon that occasion, so confused 
was the Department of War, so complicated and 
disordered, that Mr. William Lowndes, a friend of 
Mr. Caxnoun, advised him against risking the 
high honors he had achieved upon this floor, for 
the uncertain victories of an Executive position. 
But no man had pondered more thoroughly the 
depths of his own mind, and the purposes of his 
own heart—none knew so well the undaunted reso- 
lution and energy that always characterized him, 
and he resolved to accept, and did. He related to 
me, what was extremely characteristic—he went 
into the department, but became not of it fora while, 
He gave no directions—he let the machinery move 
on by its own impetus. In the mean time he 
gathered, with that minuteness which characterized 
him, all the facts connected with the working of the 
machinery. With that power of generalization for 
which he was so remarkable, he combined together 
in one system all the detached parts, instituted the 
bureaus, imparting individual responsibility to 
each, and requiring from them that responsibility 
in turn, but uniting them all in beautiful harmony, 
and creating in the workings a perfect unity. 
And so complete did that work come from his 
hands, that at this time there has been no change 
material in this department. lt has passed through 
the ordeal of another war, and it still remains 
fresh, and without symptoms of decay. He knew 
that if we were to have wars, we should have the 
science to conduct them; and he therefore directed 
his attention to West Point, which, fostered by 
his care, became the great school of tactics and of 
military discipline, the benefits of which have so 
lately been experienced in the Mexican cam- 
paign. 

But, sir, having finished this work, his mind 
instinctively looked for some other great object 
on which to exercise its powers. He beheld ‘the 
Indian tribes, broken down by the pressure and 
the advances of civilization, wasting away before 
the vices, and acquiring none of the virtues, of the 
white man. His heart expanded with a philan- 
thopy as extensive as the human race. He im- 
mediately conceived the project of collecting them 
into one nation, of transferring them to the other 
side of the great river, and freeing them at once from 
the temptations and the cupidity of the Christian 
man. Sir, he did not remain in office to accomplish 
this great object. But he had laid its foundation 
so deep, he had spread out his plans so broad, that 
he has reared to himself, in the establishment of 
that people, a more enduring monument than 
battles ever gave, and gathered more glorious tro- 
phies, than can be plucked upon the plains of 
war. The triumphs of war are marked by deso- 
lated towns and conflagrated fields; his triumphs 
will be seen in the collection of the Indian tribes, 


constituting a confederation among themselves, in 
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the.school-houses in the valleys, in the churches 
that rise with their spires from the hill-top, in the 
clear sunshine of heaven. The music of that 
triumph is not heard in the clangor of the trum- 
pet and the rolling of the drum, but swells from 
the clang of the anvil, and the tones of the water- 
wheel, and the cadence of the mill-stream, that 
rolls down for the benefit of the poor red man. 

Sir, he paused not in his career of usefulness; 
he was transferred, by the votes of a grateful peo- 
ple, to the chair of the second officer of the Gov- 
ernment.. There he presided with a firmness, an 
impartiality, with a gentleness, with a dignity, 
that all admired. And yet it is not given unto 
man to pass unscathed the fiery furnace of this 
world. While presiding over that body of am- 
bassadors from sovereign States—while regulating 
their councils—the tongue of calumny assailed 
him, and accused him, of official corruption in the 
Riprap contract. Indignantly he left the chair, 
. demanded of the Senators an immediate investi- 
gation by a committee, and came out of the trial 
like gold refined in the furnace. From that time, 
to the day that terminated his life, no man dared 
to breathe aught against the spotless purity of his 
character. 

But while in that chair, Mr. Caunoun perceived 
that there was arising a great and mighty influence 
to overshadow a portion of this Jand. From a 
patriotic devotion to his country, he consented on 
this floor, in 1816, upon the reduction of the war 
duties, to a gradual diminution of the burdens, 
and thus saved the manufacturers from annihila- 
tion. But that interest, then a mere stripling, 
weak, and requiring nurture, fostered by this ali- 
ment, soon increased in strength, and became po- 
tent, growing with a giant’s growth, and attained 
a giant’s might, and was inclined tyrannously to 
use itasa giant. He at once resigned his seat, 
gave up his dignified position, mingled in the strifes 
of the arena, sounded the tocsin of alarm, waked 
up the attention of the South, himself no less 
active than those whom he thus aroused, and at 
length advised his own State, heedless of danger, 
to throw herself into the breach for the protection 
of that sacred Constitution, whose every eae 
he had imbibed, whose every condition he had 
admired. Sir, although hostile fleets floated in 
our waters, and armies threatened our cities, he 
quailed not; and at length the pleasing realization 
came to him and to the country, like balm to the 
wounded feelings, and by a generous compromise 
on all parts, the people of the South were freed 
from onerous taxation, and the North yet left to 
enjoy the fruits of her industry, and to progress in 
her glorious advancement in all that is virtuous 
in industry and elevated in sentiment, i 

But he limiged not his scope to our domestic 
horizon. He looked abroad at our relations with 
the nations. He saw our increase of strength. 
He measured our resources, and was willing at 
once to settle all our difficulties with foreign 
Powers ona permanentbasis. With Britain we had 
causes of contention, of deep and long standing. 
He resolved, if the powers of his: intellect could 
avail aught before he departed hence, that these 
questions should be settled for a nation’s honor 
and a nation’s safety. He faltered note I know 
(for I was present) that when the Ashburton 
treaty was about to be made—when there were 
apprehensions in the Cabinet that it would not be 
sanctioned by the Senate—a member of that Cabi- 
net called to consult Mr. CanHoun, and to ask if 
he would give to it his generous support. The 
reply at that moment of Mr. CaLuoun was emi- 
nently satisfactory, and its annunciation to the 
Cabinet gave assurance to the distinguished Secre- 
tary of State, who so eminently had condusted 
this important negotiation. He at once con- 
sidered the work as finished; for it is the union 
of action in the intellectual, as in the physical 
world, that moves the spheres into harmony. 

When that treaty was before the Senate, it was 
considered in secret session; and 1 never shall for- 
get, that sitting upon yonder side of the House, 
the colleague of Mr. Catuoun— who at that time 
was not on social terms with him—my friend, the 
honorable Mr. Preston, whose heart throbbed 
with an enthusiastic love of all tha: is clevated, 
left his seat in the Senate, and came to my seat 
in the House, saying, L must give vent to my feel- 
ings; Mr. CALHOUN has made a speech „which 
has settled the question of the northeastern bound 
ary. All his friends—nay, all tke Senators—have 


| us the chosen people of the world. 


collected around to congratulate him, and I have 
come out to express my emotions, and declare 
that he has covered himself with a mantle of glory. 

Sir, after a while he retired from Congress; but 
the unfortunate accident on board the Prince- 
ton, which deprived Virginia of two of her most 
gifted sons, members of the Cabinet, immediately 
suggested the recall of Mr. Calhoun from his re- 
tirement in private life, and the shades of his own 
domicil, to aid the country in a great exigency. 
His nomination, as Secretary of State, was sent to 
the Senate, and, without reference to a committee, 
was unanimously confirmed. Sir, when he ar- 
rived here, he perceived that the southern country 
was in imminent peril, and that the arts and in- 
trigues of Great Britain were about to wrest from 
us that imperial territory which is now the State of 
Texas. By his wisdom, and the exercise of his 
great administrative talents, the intrigues of Great 
Britain were defeated,and that portion of the sunny 
South was soon annexed to this Republic. 

With the commencement of Mr. Polk’s ad- 
ministration, he retired once more from public life, 
but he retired voluntarily. Mr. Buchanan (for I 
might as well relate the fact) called upon me, took 
me to the embrasure of one of those windows, 
and said: ‘* 1am to be Secretary of State; the Presi- 
* dent appreciates the high talentsof Mr. CALHOUN, 
‘and considers the country now encircled by dan- 
‘ ger upon the Oregon question. Go to Mr. CaL- 
* Houn, and tender to him the mission to the Court 
‘of St. James—special or general, as he may de~ 
t termine—with a transfer of the Oregon question 
‘ entirely to his charge.” 

Never can I forget how the muscles of his face 
became tense, how his great eye rolled, as he re- 
ceived the terms of the proposal. ‘No, sir—no, 
‘(he replied.) If the embassies ofall Europe were 
“clustered into one, 1 would not take it at this 
‘ time; my country is in danger; here ought to be 
t the negotiation, and here will J stand.” Sir, he 
retired to his farm; but the President, in his inau- 
gural, had indicated so strongly his assertion of 
the entirety of the Oregon treaty—had inspirited 
the people of the West almost to madness, and in 
like manner had dispirited the merchants of the 
East, and of the North and South, that a presenti- 
ment of great dangers stole over the hearts of the 

people, and a war seemed inevitable with the 
greatest naval Power of the earth. Impelled by 
their apprehensions, the merchants sent a message 
to Mr. ERAON, and begged him again to return 
to the councils of the nation. His predecessor 
generously resigned. He came, and when he 
came, though late, he beheld dismay on the coun- 
tenances of all. There wasa triumphant majority, 
in both parts of this Capitol, of the Democratic 
party, who, with a few exceptions, were for carry- 
Ing out the meaSures of Mr. Polk. The Whigs, 
finding that they were too few to stem the current, 
refused to breast themselves to the shock. But 
when Mr. Ca.uoun announced on the floor of the 
Senate, the day after his arrival, his firm determin- 
ation to resist and save from the madness of the 
hour, this great country, they immediately rallied, 
and soon his friends in this House, and in the 
Senate, gathered around him, and the country was |; 
safe. Reason triumphed, and the Republic was 
relieved of the calamities of war. ‘This was the 
last great work he ever consummated. 

But he saw other evils; he beheld this Repub- 
lic about to lose its poise from a derangement of 
its weights and levers; he was anxious to adjust | 
the balance, and to restore the equilibrium; he ex- |; 
ercised his mind for that purpose; he loved this i 
Union, for 1 have often heard him breathe out || 
that love; he loved the equality of the States, be- 
cause he knew that ‘upon that equality’ rested the | 
stability of the Government; he admired that com- 
pact—the Constitution of our fathers—and es- 
teemed it asa great covenant between sovereign 
States, which, if properly observed, would make | 


At length the acting of the spirit chafed the 
frail tenement of mortality, and to the eye of his 


an undying confidence in his powers; with a con- 
sciousness of the dangers which encircled his 
physical nature, but without regard to his own 
sufferings in the solitudes of disease, unable even 
to hold a pen, he dictated his last great speech. 
That speech has gone forth to the world, and the 
judgment of that world will now impartially be 


friends, the tide of life began to ebb; but, sir, with |! AN ee A ne 
| emotions at this hour, of not a few of the honor 


stamped upon it. 


| nounce his eulogy. 


Sir, when his health began gradually to recover, 
his spirit impelled him, against the advice of his 
friends, into the Senate Chamber; and-there, with 
a manliness of purpose, with a decision of tone, 
with a clearness of argument, with a rapidity. 
of thought, he met and overthrew his antagonists 
one by one, as they came up to the attack, But 
weakened by the strife, althongh he retired victo- - 
rious and encircled with a laurel wreath, he fell ex- 
hausted by his own efforts, and soon expired on 
the plains. And now where is he? Dead, dead, 
sir; lost to his country and his friends. 

‘For him no more the blazing hearth shall burn??— 


nor wife nor children more shall he behold, 
nor sacred home. But he shall shortly rest amid 
his own native hills, with no dirge but the rude 
music of the winds, and after a while, no tears to 
moisten his grave but the dews of Heaven, 

Though dead he still liveth; he liveth in the 
hearts of his friends, in the memory of his ser- 
vices, in the respect of the States, in the affections— 
the devoted affections of that household he cher- 
ished. He will live in the tomes of Time, as they 
shall unfold their pages, rich with virtues, to the 
eyes of the yet unborn. He lives, and will continue 
to live, for countless ages, in the advance of that 
science to which, by his intellect, he so much con- 
tributed, in the disenthralment of man from the 
restrictions of Government, in the freedom of 
intercourse of nations, and kindreds, and tongues, 
which makes our common mother earth throw 
from her lap her bounteous plenty unto all her 
children. And it may be, that with the example 
set to other nations, there shall arise a union of 
thought and sentiment, and that the strong ties of 
interest, and the silken cords of love, may unite the 
hearts of all, until, from the continents and the isles 
of the sea, there will come up the gratulation of 
voices, that shall mingle with the choral song of the 
angelic host—‘ Peace on earth; good will to all 
mankind.” 

I move, sir, the adoption of the following reso- 
lutions: 


Resolved, That this House has heard, with deep sensi- 
bility, the announcement of the death of the Hon. Joun C. 
Cavuoen, a Senator in Congress froni the State of South 


| Carolina. 


Resolved, That as a testimony of respect for the memory 
of the deceased, the members and officers of this House 
will wear the usual badge of mourning for thirty days. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this House, in relation 
to the ceath of the Hon. Joun C. CALHOUN, be communi- 
cated to the family of the deceased by the Clerk, 

Resolved, That this House will attend the funeral of the 
deceased in a body, and as a further mark of respeet for his 
memory, that it do now adjourn, 

Mr. WINTHROP rose to second the resolution 
offered by Mr. Homes, and proceeded as follows: 
Iam not unaware, Mr. Speaker, that the voice of 
New England has already becn heard to-day, in 
its most authentic and most impressive tones, in 
the other wing of this Capitol. But it has been 
suggested to me, and the suggestion has met with 
the promptest assent from my own heart, that here, 
also, that voice should not be altogether mute on 
this occasion. 

The distinguished person, whose death has been 
announced to us in the resolutions of the Senate, 
belonged not, indeed, to us. It is not ours to pro- 
It is not ours, certainly, to 
appropriate his fame. But it is ours, to bear wit- 
ness to his character, to do justice to his virtues, to 
unite in paying honor to his memory, and to offer 
our heart-felt sympathies—as I now do—to those 
who have been called to sustain so great a bereave- 
ment, 

We have been told, sir, by more than one 
adventurous navigator, that it was worth all the 
privations and perils of a protracted voyage be- 
yond the line, to obtain even a passing view of 


: the Southern Cross—that great constellation of the 


southern hemisphere. We can imagine, then, 
what would be the emotions of those who have 
always enjoyed the light of that magnificent lu- 
minary, and who have taken their daily and their 
nightly direction from its refulgent rays, if it were 


| suddenly blotted out from the sky. 


Such, sir, and so deep, Í can conceive to be the 


friends and associates whom Í see around me. 
Indeed, no one who has been ever so distant an 


| observer of the course of public affairs for a quar- 


ter of a century past, can fail to realize that a star 
of the first magnitude has been struck from our 
political firmament. Let us hope, sir, that it has 


only been transferred to a higher and purer sphere, 
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where it may shine on with undimmed. brilliancy 
forever! : : f 

Mr. Speaker, it is for others to enter into the 
details of Mr. Cattoun’s life and services. It is 
for others to illustrate and to vindicate his peculiar 
opinions and principles. Itis for me to speak of 
him only.as he was known to the country at large, 
and to all, without distinction of party, who have 
represented the country, of late years, in either 
branch of the National Councils. 

And speaking of him thus, sir, I cannot hesitate 
to say, that, among what may be called the second’ 
generation of American statesmen since the adop- 
tion of the Federal Constitution, there has been no 
man of a more marked character, of more pro- 
nounced qualities, or of a wider and more deserved 
distinction. > 

The mere length and variety of his public ser- 
vice, in almost every branch of the National Gov- 
ernment, running through a continuous period of 
almost forty years—as a member of this House, as 
Secretary of War, as Vice President of the United 
States, as Secretary of State, and as a Senator from 

his own adored and adoring South Carolina— 
would alone have secured him a conspicuous and 
permanent place upon our public records. 

But he has left better titles to remembrance than 
any which mere office can bestow, 

There was an unsullied purity in his private life; 
there was an inflexible integrity in his public con- 
duct; there was an indescribable fascination in his 
familiar conversation; there was a condensed ener- 
gy in his formal discourse; there was a quickness of 
perception, a vigor of deduction, a directness and 
a devotedness of purpose, in all that he said, or 
wrote, or did; there was a Roman dignity in his 
whole Senatorial deportment; which, together, 
made up a character which cannot fail to be con- 
templated and admired to the latest posterity. 

I have said, sir, that New England can appropri- 
ate no part of his fame. But we may be permitted 
to remember that it was in our schools of learning 
and of law that he was trained up for the great con- 
tests which awaited him in the forum or the Senate 
Chamber. Nor can we forget how long and how 
intimately he was associated in the Executive or 
deliberative branches of the Government with more 
than one of our own most cherished statesmen. 

The loss of such a man, sir, creates a sensible 
gap in the public councils. To the State which 

e represented, and the section of country with 
which he was so peculiarly identified, no stranger 
-tongue may venture lo attempt words of adequate 
consolation. But let us hope that the event may 
not be without a wholesome and healing influence 
upon the troubles of the times. Let us heed the 
voice, which comes to us all, both as individuals 
and as public officers, in so solemni and signal a | 
providence of God, Let us remember that, what- 
ever happens to the Republic, we must die! Let 
us reflect how vain are the personal strifes and 
partisan contests in which we daily engage, in 
view of the great account which we may so soon 
be called on to render! As Cicero exclaimed, in 
considering the death of Crassus: “ O fallacem 
hominum spem, fragilem que fortunam, et inanes 
nosiras contentiones? 

Finally, sir, let us find fresh bonds of brother- 
hood and of union in the cherished memorjes of | 
those who have gone before us; and let us resolve 
that, so far as in us lies, the day shall never come, 
when New England men may not speak of the 
“great names of the South, whether among the 
dead or among the living, as of Americans and 
fellow-countrymen ! A 

Mr. VENABLE rose and said, 

Mr. Speaker: In responding to the announce- 
ment just made by the gentleman from South Car- 
olina, [Mr. Hormus,} 1 perform a sad and melan- | 
choly ofice, Did I consult my feelings alone, I 
would be silent. In the other end of this building, 
we have just heard the touching eloquence of two 
venerable and distinguished Senators, his cotem- 
poraries and compatriots. Their names belong to 
their country as well as his; and I thought, while 
each was speaking, of the valiant warrior, clothed |: 
In armor, who, when passing the grave of one with || 
whom he had broken lances and crossed weapons, | 
dropped a tear upon his dust, and gave testimony 
to his skill, his valor, and his honor. He whose ji 
spirit has fled, needs no effort of mine to piace his f 
name on the bright page of history, nor would i; 
any eulogy which I might pronounce, swell the | 
vast tide of praises which will flow perennially |; 


from a nation’s gratitude. The great American 
statesman, who has fallen by the stroke of death, 
has left the impress of his mind upon the genera- 
tions among whom he lived—has given to pos- 
terity the mines of his recorded thoughts, to 
reward their labor with intellectual wealth—has 
left an example of purity and patriotism on which 
the wearied eye may rest, : 
“ And gaze upon the great, 

Where neither guilty glory glows, 

Nor despicable state.?? 

For more than forty years, his name is con- 
spicuous in our history. Born at the close of the 
revolutionary war, he was in full maturity to guide 
the councils of his country in our second contest 
with England. Never unmindful of her claims 
upon him, he has devoted a long life to her ser- 
vice, and has closed it, like a gallant warrior, with 
his armor buckled on him. ‘* Death made no 
‘conquest of this conqueror; for now he lives in 
‘fame, though not in life.” The only fame, sir, 
which he ever coveted—an impulse to great and 
honorable deeds—a fame which none can despise, 
who have not renounced the virtues which deserve 
it. Itis at least some relief to our hearts, now 
heaving with sighs at this dispensation of Heaven, 
that he now belongs to bright—to enduring his- 
tory; for his was one of ‘the few immortal names 
that were not born to die.”’ Of his early history, 
the gentleman who preceded me has spoken; of 
his illustrious life, 1 need not speak; it is known 
to millions now living, and will be familiar to the 
world in after times. 

But, sir, I propose to say something of him in 
his last days. Early in the winter of 1848-9, his 


severe attack of bronchitis, complicated with an 
affection of the heart, disqualified him for the 
performance of his Senatorial duties with the 
punctuality which always distinguished him. It 
was then that I became intimately acquainted 
with his mind, and above all, with his heart. 
Watching by his bedside, and during his recovery, 
I ceased to be astonished at the power which his 
master mind and elevated moral feelings had 
always exerted upon those who were included 
within the circle of his social intercourse. It was 
a tribute paid spontaneously to wisdom, genius, 
truth. Patriotism, honesty of purpose, and purity 
of mative, rendered active by the energies of such an 
intellect as hardly ever falls to any man, gathered 
around him sincere admirers and devoted friends. 
That many have failed to appreciate the value of 
the great truths which he uttered, or to listen to the 
warnings which he gave, is nothing new in the 
history of great minds. Bacon wrote for pos- 
terity, and men of profound sagacity always 
think in advance of their generation. His body 
was sinking under the invasion of disease before 
E formed his acquaintance, and he was passing 


| from among us before I was honored with his 
| friendship. 


I witnessed with astonishment the 
influence of his mighty mind over his weak physi- 
cal structure. 


capacity for endurance to the utmost. But yet 
his mind moved on, and as if insensible of the 
decay of bodily strength, put forth without stint 
his unequalled powers of thought and analysis, 
until nature well-nigh sunk under the imposition. 


was sinking to decay. The menstruum retained 
all its powers of solution, while the frail cruci- 
ble which contained it was crumbling to atoms. 
During his late illness, which, with a short inter- 
mission, has continued since the commencement 
of this session of Congress, there was no abate- 
ment of his intellectual labors. They were di- 
rected as well to the momentous questions now 
agitating the public mind, as to the completion of 
a work which embodies his thoughts on the sub- 
ject of government in general, and our own Con- 


| stitution in particular—thus distinguishing his last 
; days by the greatest effort of his mind, and be- 
; queathing it as his richest legacy to posterity. 


Cheerful in a sick chamber, none of the gloom | 
which usually attends the progress of disease an- | 
noyed him; severe in ascertaining the truth of | 
conclusions, because unwilling to be deceived him- | 


i 


self, he scorned to deceive others; skillful in ap- | 
preciating the past, and impartial in his judgment | 
of the present, he looked to the future as depend- | 
ent on existing causes, and fearlessly gave utter- i 
ance to his opinions of its nature and character; į 


failing health gave uneasiness to his friends A | 


Like a powerful steam-engine on a || 
i frail bark, every revolution of the wheel tried its 


His intellect preserved its vigor, while his body | 


l 
| 
i 


: 


the philosopher and the statesman, he discarded 
expedients by which men “ construe the times to 
their necessities.” He loved the truth, for the 
truth’s sake, and believed that to temporize, is but 
to increase the evil which we seek to remove. The 
approach of death brought no indications of impa- 
tience—no cloud upon his intellect. Toa friend, 
who spoke of the time and manner in which it 
was best to meet death, he remarked, “ Ihave but 
little concern about either; I desire to die in the dis- 
charge of my duly; Ihave an unshaken reliance upon 
the providence of God.” 

I saw him for days after his last appearance in 
the Senate chamber, gradually sinking under the 
power of his malady, without one murmur at his 
j affliction, always anxious for the interest of his 
country, deeply absorbed in the great question 
which agitates the public mind, and earnestiy de- 
siring its honorable adjustment, unchanged in the 
opinions which he had held and uttered for many 
years, the ardent friend of the Union, and the Con- 
slitution, and seeking the, perpetuity of our insti- 
tutions, by inculeating the practice of justice, and 
the duties of patriotism. 

Aggravated ‘symptoms, on the day before his 
death, gave notice of his approaching end. J left 
him late at night, with but faint hopes of amend- 
ment; and on being summoned early the next 
morning, I found him sinking in the cold embrace 
of death. Calm, collected, and conscious of his 
situation, but withoutany symptom of alarm—his 
face beaming with intelligence, without one indi- 
cation of suffering or of pain. 1 watched his 
countenance, and the lustre of that bright eye 
remained unchanged, until the silver cord was 
broken, and then it went out in instantaneous 
eclipse. When I removed my hand from closing 
his eyes, he seemed as one who had fallen into a 
i sweet and refreshing slumber. Thus, sir, closed 
| thedays of Joun Catpwe.. Catnoun, the illustri- 
li ous American statesman. His lifeand services shall 
| speak of the greatness of by-gone days with un- 

dying testimony. Another jewel has fallen from 
| our crown; an Inseratable Providence has removed 
from among us one of the great lights of the 
age; but it is not extinguished. From a height, 
to which the shafts of malice or the darts of de- 
traction never reach, to which envy cannot crawl, 
or jealousy approach, it will shine brighter and 
| more gloriously, sending its rays over a more 
| extended horizon, and blessing mankind by its 
illumination. The friend of constitutional liberty 
will go to his writings for truth, and to his life for 
;amodel. We, too, should be instructed by his 
| experience, while his presages for the future 
| should infuse caution into our counsels, and pru- 
dence into our actions. His voice, now no more 
heard in the Senate, will speak most potentially 
from the grave. Personal opposition has died 
| with his death. The aspiring cannot fear him, 
| nor the ambitious dread his elevation. His life 
| has become history, and his thoughts the property 
of his countrymen. : 

Sir, while we weep over his grave, let us be 
consoled by the assurance that “honor decks the 
turf that wraps his clay.” He was our own, and 
his fame is also ours. Let us imitate his great 
example, in preferring truth and duty to the appro- 
bation of men, or the triumphs of party. Be 
willing to stand alone for the right, nor surrender 
independence for any inducement. He was brought 
up in the society of the men of the Revolution, 
i saw the work of our Constitution since its 
formation, was profoundly skilled in construing its 
meaning, and sought by his wisdom and integrity 
to give permanency to the Government which it 
created, If such high purposes be ours, then our 
| sun, like his, will go down serenely, and we shall 
| have secured “a peace above all other dignities— 
| a calm and quiet conscience.” 
|| ‘The question was then taken upon the adoption 
|| Of the resolutions; 

Which were unanimously agreed to, 
_ And the House adjourned. 


1 
i 


f 


| 
| 
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PETITIONS, &c. 
| The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
j presented under the rule, and referred to the appro- 
: priate committees: 
By Mr. ROCK WELL: The petition of Linus Catlin and 
| 126 others, citizens of New Marlborough, Ma ch usetis, 
for the establishment of a uvitorm rate oF postage of one 
Cent On newspapers, and two cents on prepaid leiters of 
half an ounce weight, and for otber corresponding reforms. 
By Mr. HOWE: The petition of Josiah C. White und 223 


t 
j 


i 
i 
i 
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others, citizens of Lawrence county, Pennsylvania, praying 
Congress that no State be hereafter ‘admitted into the Union 
unless the constitution of said State shall expressly prohibit 
the existence of slavery within its limits. : 

Also, the petition of Henry Pearson and 208 others, citi- 

zeus of the same county, praying Congress to repeal all 
laws, or parts of laws, adopted or enacted by Congress, by 
which slavery or the slave-trade is authorized or sanctioned 
in the city of Washington, or the District of Columbia, and 
that in the event of their non-repeal, the seat of the Na- 
tional Government may be removed to some more suitable 
location. : 
E Also, the petition of John Reynolds and 225 others, citi- 
zens of the same county, praying Congress to provide by 
Jaw, that whenever a person shall be arrested as a fugitive 
slave, in any State other than that in which he is alleged to 
he held to service, he shall not be delivered to the claimant 
or his agent, except on the finding of a jury that he is the 
slave of the claimant. 

Also, the petiton of William H. Shaw and 329 others, 
citizens of the same county and State, praying Congress to 
expressly prohibit, by law, slavery and the slave-trade, in all 
the territories of the United States. 

By Mr. SWEETSER: The memorial of Jeremiah Has- 
kins, ot Delaware county, Ohio, for compensation for losses 
sustained in the war of 1812. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of citizens of 
Chicago, for two cent postage. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Melean county, Tinois, 
for a mail-route from Bloomington, via Kickapoo and Old 
Town ‘Timher, to Chevey’s Grove. 

By Mr. HUNTER: The petition of J. M. Holmes and 53 
others, citizens of Harrison county, Ohio, asking for a re- 
duction of postage. 

Also, the petition of Asa Branson and 52 others, citizens 
of Belmont county, Ohio, in favor of cheap postage. 

Also, the petition of Benjamin Hoyle aud 50 others, citi- 
zens of Belmont county, Ohio, in favor of cheap postage. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, presented the following 
memorials of the General Assembly of the State of Arkan- 
sas; which were referred respectively as follows, to wit: 

Praying for the establishment of a national high road from 
Fort Smith, via Santa Fé, to California ; 

Praying five sections of public land, to be appropriated for 
the erection of an institute for the blind, to be called the 
Clarkesville Institute 5 

Praying appropriation of one tenth of the public lands in 
Arkansas; aiso, license to locate the five percent. fund in 
lands, for purposes of education and internal improvements; 
alao, the graduation and reduction of the price of public 

ands; 

Praying permission to locate other sections in Heu of val- 
ucloss sixteenths, or school sections ; 

Praying for the repair and completion of forts on the 
western frontier of Arkansas 3 
neces Congress to establish a port of entry at Little 

ock; 

Praying the establishment of a mail-route from Napoleon, 
via White river, to Rock river, thence to Elizabeth, thence 
to Batesville, by steamboats. 

Also, the memorial of F. G. Ake, A. A. Scott, and 30 
others, praying the establishmentof a mail-route from Little 
Rock tu Fort Smith, on the south side of the Arkansas 
river. 

Also, the memorial of John D. Barker, E. 1. Woolage, 
and 44 others, for the same. 

Also, the memorial of George Jeffries, H. L. Biscoe, and 
others, praying for additional compensation for land officers. 

Also, the memorial of Alexander Ray, guardian of the 
children of T. W. Ross, praying for relief. 

Also, the memorial of H. Smith and others, for additional 
compensation to land officers. N 

Alzo, the memorial of James W. Finley and others, pray- 
ing relief in regard to Bowie land claims. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, April 1, 1850. 


On the motion of Mr. KING, the reading of the 
Journal of Thursday was dispensed with. 


DEATH OF MR. CALHOUN. 


Mr. BUTLER rose and said: 

Mr. Present: I rise to discharge a mournful 
duty, and one which involves in it considerations 
well calculated to arrest the attention of this body. 
lt is, to announce the death of my late colleague, 
the Hon. Joun Catpweit Caroun. He died at 
his lodgings in this city, on yesterday morning, at 
half-past seven o’clock, He was conscious of his 
approaching end, and met death with fortitude and 
uncommon serenity. He had many admonitions 
of its approach, and without doubt he had not 
been indifferent to them. With his usual aversion 
to profession, he said little for effect on the world, 
and his last hours were an exemplification of his 
life and character, truth and simplicity. 

Mr. CaLnoun, for some years past, had been 
suffering under a pulmonary complaint, and under 
its effects could not have reckoned on a long exist- 
ence. Such was his own conviction. The imme- 
Giate cause of his death was an affection of the 
heart. A few hours before he expired, he became | 
sensible of his situation; and when he was unable j 
to speak, his eye and look evinced recogvition and | 
intelligence of what was passing. One of the last i 
directions he gave was to a dutiful son, who had 
been attending him, to putaway some manuscripts 
which had been written a short time before, under 


his dictation. 


Mr. Catuoun was the least despondent man 1 
ever knew; and he had, in an eminent degree, the 
self-sustaining power of intellect. His last days, 
and his last remarks, are exemplifications of what 
I have just said. Mental determination sustained 
him, when all others were in despair. We saw 
him, a few days ago, in the seat near me, which 
he so long occupied; we saw the struggle of a 
great mind exerting itself to sustain and overcome 
the weakness and infirmities of a sinking body. 
It was the exhibition of a wounded eagle, with his 
eyes turned to the heavens in which he had soared, 
but into which his wings could never carry him |! 
again. 

Mr. President, Mr. Catnoun has lived in an 
eventful period of our Republic, and has acted a ji 
distinguished part. Iswmely do not venture too 
much when I say that his reputation forms a | 
striking part of a glorious history. Since 1811 | 
until this time, he has been responsibly connected | 
with the Federal Government. As Representa- 
tive, Senator, Cabinet Minister, and Vice Presi- 
dent, he has been identified with the greatest 
events in the political history of our country. 
And I hope I may be permitted to say that he has 
been equal to all the duties which were devolved 
upon him in the many critical junctures in which 
he was placed. Having to act a responsible part, 
he always acted a decided part. it would not 
become me to venture upon the judgment which | 
awaits his memory. That will be formed by pos- | 
terity before the impartial tribunal of history. It 
may be that he will have had the fate, and will 
have given to him the judgment that has been 
awarded to Chatham. 

l should do the memory of my friend injustice 
were I not to speak of his life in the spirit of his- 
tory. The dignity of his whole character would 
rebuke any tone of remark which truth and judg- | 
ment would not sanction. 

Mr. CaLnoun was a native of South Carolina, 
and was born in Abbeville district, on the 18th 
March, 1782. He was of an Irish family. His 
father, Patrick Calhoun, was born in Ireland, and 
at an early age came to Pennsylvania, thence 
moved to the western part of Virginia, and after 
Braddock’s defeat moved to South Carolina, in 
1756. He and his family gave a name to what is | 
known as the Calhoun settlement in Abbeville 
district. ‘The mother of my colleague was a Miss | 
Caldwell, born in Charlotte county, Virginia. 
The character of his parents had no doubt a sen- 
sible influence on the destiny of their distinguished 
son. His father had energy and enterprise, com- 
bined with perseverance and great mental determi- 
nation. His mother belonged to a family of reyo- 
lutionary heroes. Two of her brothers were dis- 
tinguished in the Revolution. Their names and 
achievements are not left to tradition, but consti- 
tute a part of the history of the times. 

Mr. Carnoun was born in the Revolution, and 
in his childhood felt the influence of its exciting 
traditions. He derived from the paternal stock, 
intellect and self-reliance, and from the Caldwell’s | 
enthusiasm and impulse. ‘The traditions of the i 
Revolution had a sensible influence on his temper | 
and character. 

Mr. Caxnovn in his childhood had but limited 
advantages of what is termed a literary tuition. 
His parents lived in a newly-settled country, and | 
among a sparse population. This population had 
buta slight connection with the lower country of 
South Carolina, and were sustained by emigrants | 
from Virginia and Pennsylvania. There was of 
course but limited means of instruction to children 
They imbibed most of their lessons from the con 
versation of their parents. Mr. Carnoux has 
always expressed himself deeply sensible of that 
influence. At the age of thirteen he was put under 
the charge of his brother-in-law, Dr. Waddel, in 
Columbia county, Georgia. Scarceiy had he com- 
menced his literary course before his father and 
sister died. His brother-in-law, Dr. Waddel, de- | 
voted himself about this time to his clerical duties, | 
and was a great deal absent from home. | 

On his second marriage he resumed the duties of | 
his academy; and in his nineteenth year Mr. CAL- |, 

| 
| 


f 
| 
! 
i 
ii 
| 


HouN put himself under the charge of this distin- 
guished teacher. It must not be supposed that 
his mind before this had been unemployed. He |: 
had availed himself of the advantages of a small |i 
library, and had been deeply inspired by his read- |i 
ing of history. 
he entered the academy of his preceptor. 


It was under such influences that 
His i 


! the Administration of the Government. 


| igon. 


progress. was rapid. He. looked forward to a 
higher arena with eagerness and purpose. 

He became a. student in Yale College in 1802, 
and graduated two years afterwards. with distinc- 
tion—as a young man of great ability, and. with 


| the respect and. confidence of his. preceptors and 


fellows. What they have said and thought of him 
would have given any man a high reputation. Ít 
is the pure fountain of a clear reputation. . If.the 
stream has met with obstructions, they were sach 
as have only shown its beauty and majesty. ° 

After he had graduated, Mr. CaLnoun studied 
law, and for a few years practised in the courts of 
South Carolina, with a reputation that has de- 
scended to the profession. Hewas then remark- 
able for some traits that have since characterized 
him. He was clear in his propositions, and can- 
did in his intercourse with his brethren. The 
truth and justice of the law inculcated themselves 
on his mind, and when armed with these, he was 
a great advocate. 

His forensic career was, however, too. limited 
to make a prominent part in the history of his life. 
He served for some years in the Legislature of his 
native State; and his great mind made an impres- 
sion on her statutes, some of which have had a 
great practical operation on the concerns of so- 
ciety. From the Legislature of his own State he 
was transferred to Congress; and from this time 
his career has been a part of the history of the 
Federal Government. 

Mr. CaLuoun came into Congress ata time of 
deep and exciting interest—at a crisis of great 
magnitude. It was a crisis of peril to those who 
had to actin it, but of subsequent glory to the 
actors and the common history of the country. 
The invincibility of Great Britain had become a 
proverbial expression, and a war with her was 
full of terrific issues. Mr. Carnoun found him- 
self at once in a situation of high responsibility— 
one that required more than speaking qualities 
and eloquence to fulfill it. The spirit of the peo- 
ple required direction; the energy and ardor of 
youth were to be employed in affairs requiring the 
maturer qualities of a statesman, The part which 
Mr. Caiuovun acted at this time has been approved 
and applauded by contemporaries, and now forms 
a part of the glorious history of those times. 

The names of Cray, CaLtnoun, Cueves, and 
Lownpes, Grounpy, Porren, and others, carried 
associations with them that reached the heart of 
the nation. Their clarion notes penetrated the 
army; they animated the people, and sustained 
With 
such actors, and in such scenes—the most eventful 
ef our history—to say that Mr. Carnoun did not 
play a second part, isno common praise.: In de- 
bate he’ was equal with Randolph, and. in council 
he commanded the respect and confidence of Mad- 
At this period of his life he had the quality 
of Themistocles—to inspire confidence—which, 
after all, is the highest of earthly qualities: it is 
a mystical something which is felt, but cannot be 
described. The events of the war were brilliant 
and honorable to both statesmen and soldiers, and 
their history may be read with enthusiasm and 
delight. The war terminated with honor; but the 
measures which had to be taken, in a transition to 
a peace establishment, were full of difficulty and 
embarrassment. Mr. Canwoun, with his usual 
intrepidity, did not hesitate to take a responsible 
part. Under the influence of a broad patriotism, 
he acted with an uncalculating liberality to all the 
interests that were involved, and which were 
brought under review of Congress. His personal 
adversary at this time, in his admiration for his 


| genius, paid Mr. Catnoun a beautiful compliment 


for his noble and national sentiments, 

At the termination of Mr. Madison’s adminis- 
tration, Mr. Catnoun had acquired a commanding 
reputation; he was regarded as one of the sages 
of the Republic. In 1817 Mr. Monroe invited him 
to a place in hisCabinet; Mr. Carnoun’s friends 
doubted the propriety of his accepting it, and some 
of them thought he would puta high reputation 
at hazard in this new sphere of action. Perhaps 
these suggestions fired his high and gifted intellect; 
he accepted the place, and went into the War De- 
partment, under circumstances that might have 
appalled other men. His success has been ac- 
knowledged; what was complex and confused, he 
reduced to simplicity and order. His organiza- 
tion of the War Department, and his administra- 
tion of its undefined duties, have made the impres- 
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sion of an author, having the interest of originality 
and the sanction Of trial. 

To applicants for office Mr. CaLnoun made few 
promises, and hence he was not accused of de- 
lusion and- deception. When a public trast was 
involved, he would not compromise with duplicity 
or temporary expediency. ; 

Atthe expiration of Mr. Monroe’s administra- 
tion, Mr. Catyoun’s name became connected with 
the Presidency;.and from that time to his death 
he had to share the fate of all others who occupy 
prominent situations. ; f 

The remarkable canvass for the President to 
succeed- Mr. Monroe, terminated in returning 
three distinguished men to. the House of Repre- 
fentatives, from whom one was to be elected. 
Mr. Catnoun was elected Vice President by a 
large majority. . He-took his seat in the Senate, 
as Vice President, on the 4th of March, 1825, 
having remained in the War Department over 
seven years. : : 

While he was Vice President he was placed in 

some of the most trying scenes of any man’s life. 
1 do not now choose to refer to anything that can 
have the elements of controversy; but I hope I 
may be permitted to speak of my friend and col- 
league in a character in which all will join in pay- 
ing him sincere respect. Asa presiding officer of 
this body he had the undivided respect of its 
members. He was punctual, methodical, and 
accurate, and had a high regard for the dignity of 
the Senate, which, as a presiding officer, he en- 
deavored to preserve and maintain. He looked 
upon debate as an honorable contest of intellect 
for truth. Such a strife has its incidents and its 
trials; but Mr. CaLnoun had, in an eminent de- 
gree, a regard for parliamentary dignity and pro- 
priety.. ` 

Upon General Hayne’s leaving the Senate to 

become Governor of South Carolina, Mr. CaL- 
moun resigned the Vice Presidency, and was 
elected in his place. Al will now agree that such 
a position was environed with difficulties and dan- 
gers. His own State was under the ban, and he 
was in the national Senate to do her justice under 
his constitutional obligations. That part of his 
life posterity will review, and will do justice to it. 

After his senatorial term had expired, he went 

into retirement by his own consent. The death of 
Mr. Upsbur—so full of melancholy association— 
made a vacancy in the State Department; and it 
was by the common consent of all parties that Mr. 
Carnoux was called to fill it. This was a tribute 
of which any public man might well be proud. It 
was a tribute to truth, ability, and experience. 
Under Mr. Carnoun’s counsels, Texas way 
brought into the Union. His name is associated 
with one of the most remarkable events of his- 
tory—that of one Republic being annexed to an- 
other by the voluntary consent of both. Mr. 
Catnoun was bat the agent to bring about this 
fraternal association. It is a conjunction under 
the sanction of his name, and by an influence ex- 
erted through his great and intrepid mind. Mr. 
Catnown’s connection with the Executive depart- 
ment of the Government terminated with Mr. 
Tyler’s administration. As a Secretary of State, 
he won the confidence and respect of foreign am- 
bassadors, and his dispatches were characterized 
by clearness, sagacity, and boldness. 

He was not allowed to remain in retirement long. 
For the last five years he has been a member of 
this body, and has been engaged in discussions 
that have deeply excited and agitated the country. 
He has died amidst them. I had never had any 
particular association with Mr. Carnoux until 1 
became his colleague in this body. {had looked 
on his fame as others had done, and had admired 
his character. There are those here who know 
more of him than I do. ishall not pronounce 
any such judgment as may be subject toa contro- 
versial criticism. But {will say, as a matter of 
justice, from my own personal knowledge, that I 
never knew a fairer man in argument or a juster 
man in purpose. His intensity allowed of litle 
compromise. While he did not qualify his own 
positions to suit the temper of the times, he appre- 
ciated the unmasked propositions of others. As 
a Senator, he ccmmanded the respect of the ablest 
men of the body of which he wasa member; and I 
believe I may say, that where there was no political 


bias to influence the judgment, he had the confi- | 


dence of his brethren. Asa statesman, Mr. CAL- 
Houn’s reputation belongs to the history ef the 


i the left arm. 


country, and I commit it 
posterity. 

In my opinion, Mr. CaLuoun deserves to occupy 
the first rank asa parliamentary speaker. He had 
always before him the dignity of purpose, and he 
spoke to an end. From a full mind he expressed 
his ideas with clearness, simplicity, and force; and 
in language that seemed to be the vehicle of his 
thoughts and emotions. His thoughts leaped from 
his mind, like arrows from a well-drawn bow. 
They had both the aim and force of a skillful 
archer. He seemed to have had little regard for 
ornament; and when he used figures of speech, 
they were only for illustration. His manner and 
countenance were his best language; and in these 
there was an exemplification of what is meant by 
action in that term of the great Athenian orator and 
statesman. They served to exhibit the moral ele- 
vation of the man. 

In speaking of Mr. Catnoun as a man and a 
neighbor, I hope I may speak of him in a sphere 
in which all will like to contemplate hime Whilst 
he was a gentleman of striking deportment, he was 
a man of primitive tastes and simple manners. He 
had the hardy virtues and simple tastes of a repub- 
lican citizen. No one disliked ostentation and į 
exhibition more than he did. When Isay he was 
a good neighbor, 1 imply more than I have ex- 
por lt is summed up under the word justice. 

will venture to say, that no one in his private 
relations could ever say that Mr. CaLHoun treated 
him with injustice, or that he deceived him by 
professions. His private character was’ charac- 
terized by a beautiful propriety, and was the ex- 
emplification of truth, justice, temperance, and 
fidelity to his engagements. 

I will venture another remark: Mr. CALHOUN 
was fierce in his contests with political adversaries. 
He did not stop in the fight to count losses or be- 
stow favors. But he forgot resentments and for- 
gave injuries inflicted by rivals with signal mag- 
nanimity. Whilst he spoke freely of their faults, 
he could with justice appreciate the merits of all 
the public men of whom | have heard him speak. 
He was sincerely attached to the institutions of 
this country, and desired to preserve them pure 
and make them perpetual. . 

In the death of Mr. CaLnoun, one of the bright- 
est luminaries has been extinguished from the 
political firmament. It is an event which will 
produce a deep sensation throughout this broad 
land. 

I have forborne to speak of his domestic rela- 
tions. They make a sacred circle, and 1 will not 
invade it. 

_ Mr. Burver then offered the following resolu- 
tions: 


to his countrymen and 


Resolved unanimously, That a committee be appointed by | 
the Vice President to take order for superintending the 
funeral of the Hon. Jonn CALDWELL Catnoun, which will 
take place to-morrow, at 12 o’ciock meridian, and that the 
Senate will attend the same. 

Resolved unanimously, That the members of the Senate, Í 
from a sincere desire of showing every mark of respect due 
to the memory of the Hon. JOHN CALDWELL Ca LHUON, de- 
ceased, late a member thereof, will go iuto mourning for 
him for one month, by the usual mode of wearing crape on | 


Resolved unanimously, That, as an additional mark of re- 
spect to the memory of the deceased, the Senate do now 
adjourn. 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, prompted by my 
own feelings of profound regret, and requested at 
the sanie time by some highly esteemed friends, I | 
wish, in rising to second the resolutions which have 
been offered,and which have just been read, to add ! 
a few words to what has been so well and so justly | 
said by the surviving colleague of the illustrious 
deceased. 

My personal acquaintance with him, Mr. Pres- 
ident, commenced upwards of thirty-eight years | 
ago. We entered at the same time, together, the 
House of Representatives at the other end of this | 
building. The Congress of which we thus became | 
members was that amongst whose deliberations 
and acts was the declaration of war against the 
most powerful nation, as it respects us, in the 
world. During the preliminary discussions which 
arose in the preparation for that great event, as well 
as during those which took place when the resolu- 
uon was finally adopted, no member displayed a 
more lively and patriotic sensibility to the wrongs 
which led to that momentous event than the de- 
ceased whose death we all now so much deplore. 
Ever active, ardent, able, no one wasin ad vance of | 


| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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| 
| 


him in advocating the eause of his country, and | 


| denouncing the foreign injustice which compelled 


us to appeal to arms. Of all Congresses with 
which I have had any acquaintance since my entry 
into the service of the Federal Government, in none, 
in my humble opinion, has been assembled such 
a galaxy of eminent and able men as were in the 
House of Representatives of that Congress which 
declared the war, and in that immediately follow- 
ing the peace; and amongst that splendid assem- 
blage none shone more bright and brilliant than 
the star which is now set. 

It was my happiness, sir, during a large part of 
the life of the departed, to concur with him on all 
great questions of national policy. And, at a later 
period, when it was my fortune to differ from him 
as to measures of domestic policy, I had the hap- 
piness to agree with him generally as to those 
which concerned our foreign relations, and espe- 
cially as to the preservation of the peace of the 
country. During the long session at which the war 
was declared, we were messmates, as were other 
distinguished members of Congress from his own 
patriotic State. I was afforded, by the intercourse 
which resulted from that fact, as well as the sub- 
sequent intimacy and intercourse which arose 
between us, an opportunity to form an estimate, 
not merely of his public, but of his private life ; and 
no man with whom 1 have ever been acquainted, 
exceeded him in habits of temperance and reg- 
ularity, and in all the freedom, frankness, and 
affability of social intercourse, and in all the tender- 
ness and respect and affection which he mani- 
fested towards that lady who now mourns more 
than any other the sad event which has just oc- 
curred. Such, Mr. President, was the high esti- 
mate I formed of his transcendent talents, that, if 
at the end of his service in the executive depart- 
ment under Mr. Monroe’s administration, he had 
been called to the highest office in the Govern- 
ment, I should have felt perfectly assured that 
under his auspices, the honor, the prosperity, and 
the glory of our country would have been safely 
placed. 

Sir, he is gone! No more shall we witness 
from yonder seat the flashes of that keen and 
penetrating eye of his, darting through this cham- 
ber. No more shall we behold that torrent of 
clear, concise, compact logic, poured out from his 
lips, which, if it did not always carry conviction 
to our judgment, commanded our great admira- 
tion. Those eyes and those lips are closed for- 
ever! . 
` And when, Mr. President, will that great va- 
cancy which has been created by the event to 
which we are now alluding, when will it be filled 
by an equal amount of ability, patriotism, and de- 
votion; to what he conceived to be the best inter- 
ests of his country? 

Sir, this is not the appropriate occasion, nor 
would I bė the appropriate person to attempt a 
delineation of his character, or the powers of his 
enlightened mind. I will only say, in a few words, 
that he possessed an elevated genius of the highest 
order; that in felicity of generalization of the sub- 
jects of which his mind treated, I have seen him 
surpassed by no one; and the charm and captiva- 
ting influence of his colloquial powers have been 
felt by all who have conversed with him. 1 was 
hissenior, Mr. President, in years—in nothing else. 
According to the course of nature, 1 ought to have 
preceded him. It has been decreed otherwise; but 
I know that I shall linger here only a short time 
and shall soon follow him. 

And how brief, how short is the period of hu- 
man existence allotted even to the youngestamongst 
us! Sir, ought we not to profit by the contempla- 
tion of this melancholy occasion? Ought we not 
to draw from it the conclusion how unwise it is to 
indulge in the acerbity of unbridled debate? how 
unwise to yield ourselves to the sway of the ani- 
mosities of party feeling? how wrong it is to in- 


dulge in those unhappy and hot strifes which too 
often exasperate our feelings and mislead our judg- 
ments in the discharge of the high and responsible 
duties which we are called to perform? How un- 
becoming, if not presumptuous, it is in us, who 
are the tenants of an hour in this earthly abode, 
to wrestle and struggle together with a violence 
which would not be justifiable if it were our per- 
petual home! 

In conclusion, sir, while I beg leave to express 
my cordial sympathies and sentiments of the deep- 
est condolence toward all who stand in near rela- 
tion to him, I trust we shall all be instructed by 
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the eminent virtues and merits of his exalted char- 
acter, and be taught, by. his bright example, to fulfill 
our great public duties by the lights of our own 
jodgment and the dictates of our own consciences, 
as he did, according to his honest.and best con- 
ceptions of those duties, faithfully, and to the last. 


Mr. WEBSTER. I hope the Senate will in- 
dulge me in adding a very few words to what has 


i 
f] 
| 
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been said. My apology for this presumption is | 
the very long acquaintance which has subsisted 


| honorable, and noble. 


I believe it is that, as well as a consciousness of 
his high integrity, and the greatest reverence for 
his talents and ability, that has made him so en- 
deared an object to the people of the State to which 
he belonged. 

Mr. President, he had the basis, the indispen- 


| sable basis, of all high character; and that was, 
| unspotted integrity-—unim peached honor and char- 


acter. If he had aspirations, they were high, and 


There was nothing grov- 


the spirits of the departed hover: around the places 
they have left, I earnestly pray that his may soon 
be permitted to look back upon our country, which 
he has left in excitement, confusion; and appre- 
hension, restored to calmness, security, and fra- 
ternal feeling, as broad as the bounds of our Union, 
and as fixed as the eternal principles of justice, in 
which our Government has its foundation. 

Mr. CLEMENS. 1 do not expect, Mr. Presi- 
dent, to add anything to what has already. been 
said of the illustrious man whose death we al} so 


between:Mr. CatHoun and myself. Weare of the | 
sameage. J made my first entrance into the House | 
of Representatives in May 1813. I there found 
Mr. Catnoun. He had already been a member of 
that body for two or three years. I found him 
then an active and efficient member of the assem- 
bly to which he belonged, taking a decided part, | 


| elling, or low, or meanly selfish, that came near 
| the head or the heart of Mr. Catnoun. Firm in 
| his purpose, perfectly patriotic and honest, as I 
; am sure he was, in the principles that he espoused, 
and in the measures that he defended, aside from | 
i that large regard for that species of distinction 
i that conducted him to eminent stations for the 


deeply deplore; but silence upon an occasion like 
this would by no means meet the expectations of 
those. whose representative I am. To borrow a 
figure from the Senator from Kentucky, the bright- 
est'star'in the brilliant galaxy:of the Union’ has 
gone out, and Alabama claims.a place among the 


and exercising a decided influence, in all its delib- 
erations. i 

From that day to the day of his death, amidst 
all the strifes of party and politics, there has sub- 
sisted between us, always, and without interrap- 
tion, a great degree of personal kindness. 

Differing widely on many great questions re- 
specting our institutions and government of the 
country, those differences never interrupted our 
personal and social intercourse. I have been pres- 
ent at most of the distinguished instances of the 
exhibition of his talents in debate. I have always 
heard him with pleasure, often with much in- lj 
struction, not unfrequently with the highest degree | 
of admiration. | 

Mr. Catuoun was calculated to be a leader in | 
whatsoever association of political friends he was 
thrown. He was a man of undoubted genius and 
of commanding talent. All the country and all the | 
world admit that. His mind was both perceptive | 
and vigorous. It was clear, quick, and strong. 

Sir, the eloquence of Mr. CaLnovuy, or the man- 
ner of his exhibition of his sentiments in public 
bodies, was part of his intellectual character, It | 
grew out of the qualities of his mind. It 
was plain, strong, terse, condensed, concise; 
sometimes impassioned—still always severe. Re- 
jecting ornament, not often seeking far for illus- 
tration, his power consisted in the plainness of his 
propositions, in. the closeness of his logic, and in 
the earnestness and energy of hismanner. These 
are the qualities, as I think, which have enabled 
him through such a long course of years to speak 
often, and yet always command aitention. His 
demeanor as a Senator is known to us all—is ap- 
preciated, venerated by us all. No man was 
more respectfubto others; no man carried himself 
with greater decorum, no man with superior dig- 
nity. I think there is not one of us but felt, when 
he last addressed us from his seat in the Senate— 
his form still erect, with a voice by no means in- 
dicating such a degree of physical weakness as did 
in fact possess him, with clear tones, and an im- 
pressive, and I may say,an imposing manner—who | 
did not feel that he might imagine that we saw be- 
fore us a Senator of Rome, when Rome survived. 

Sir, [ have not, in public nor in private life, 
known a more assiduous person in the discharge 
of his appropriate duties. Ihave known no man 
who wasted less of life in what is called recre- || 
ation, or employed less of it in any pursuits not 
connected with the immediate discharge of his |; 
duty. He seemed to have no recreation but the || 
pleasure of conversation with his friends. Cut of 
the.chambers of Congress, he was either devoting |, 
himself to the acquisition of knowledge pertaining ‘| 
to the immediate subject of the duty before him, 
or else he was indulging in those social interviews 
in which he so much delighted. 

My honorable friend from Kentucky has spoken 
in just terms of his colloquial talents. ‘They cer- 
tainly were singular and eminent. ‘There was a 
charm in his conversation not often found. He 
delighted, especially, in conversation and inter- 
course with young men. I suppose that there has 
been no man among us who had more winning |; 
manners, in such an intercourse and such conver- 
sation, with men comparatively young, than Mr. 
Carnoun. I believe one great power of his char- 
acter, in general, was his conversational talent. |; 
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benefit of the Republic, I do not believe he had a 
selfish motive or selfish feeling. However, sir, 
he may have differed from others of usin his po- 
litical opinions or his political principles, those 
principles and those opinions will now descend 
to posterity, under the sanction of a great name. 
He has lived long enough, he has done enough, 
and he has done it so well, so successfully, so 
honorably, as to connect himself for all time with 
the records of his country. He is now a histori- 
cal character. Those of us who have known him 
here will find that he has left upon our minds and 
our hearts a strong and lasting impression of his 
person, his character, and his public performances, 
which, while we live, will never be obliterated. 
We shall hereafter, [am sure, indulge in it as a 
grateful recollection that we have lived in his age, 
that we have been his contemporaries, that we 
have seen him, and heard him, and known him. 
We shall delight to speak of him to those who are 
rising up to fill our places. And, when the time 
shall come that we ourselves shall go, one after 
another, in succession, to our graves, we shall 
carry with us a deep sense of his genius and char- 


: acter, his honor and integrity, his amiable deport- 


ment in private life, and the purity of his exalted 
patriotism. 

Mr. RUSK. Mr. President, I hope it will not 
be considered inappropriate for me to say a word 
upon this sglemn occasion. Being a native of the 
same State with the distinguished Senator whose 
death has-cast such a gloom upon this Senate and 
the audience here assembled, J had the good for- 
tune, at an éarly period of my life, to make his ac- 
quaintance. At thattime, he was just entering 
upon that bright career which has now terminated. 
I was then a boy, with prospects anything but 
flattering. To him, at that period, I was indebted 


| for words of kindness and encouragement; and 


often since, in the most critical positions in which 
I have been placed, a recurrence to those words of 
encouragement has inspired me with resolution to 
meet difficulties that beset my path. Four years 
ago, I had the pleasure of renewing that acquaint- 
ance, after an absence of some fifteen years; and 
this took place after he had taken an active part 
in the question of annexing Texas to the United 
States, adding a new sense of obligation to my 


| feeling of gratitude. 


In the stirring questions that have agitated the 
country, it was my misfortune sometimes to differ 


from him; but it isa matter of heartfelt gratifica- | 


tion for me to know, that our personal relations 
remained unaltered. And, sir, it will be a source 
of pleasant, though sad reflection, to me, through- 
out hfe, to remember, that on the last day on 
which he occupied his seat in this chamber, his 
body, worn down by disease, but his mind ag 
vigorous as ever, we held a somewhat extended 
conversation on the exciting topics of the day, in 
which the sanie kind feelings which had so strong- 
ly impressed me in youth, were still manifested 
toward me by the veteran statesman. But, sir, 
he is gone from among us; his voice will never 


| again be heard in this chamber; his active and 


vigorous mind will participate no more in our 
councils; his spirit has left a world of trouble, 


care, and anxiety, to join the spirits of those pa- | 


triots and statesmen who. have preceded him toa 
brighter and better world. If, as many believe, 


chief mourners over the event. Differing often 
from the great southern.statesman on questions of 
public policy, she has yet always accorded: due 
homage to his. genius, and still more to that blame». 
less purity of life which entitles him to the high- 
est and noblest epitaph which can be graven upon 
a mortal tomb. For more than forty years. an 
active participant in all the fierce struggles of 
party, surrounded by those corrupting influences 
to which the politician is so often subjected, his 
personal character remained not only untarnished 
but unsuspected. He walked through the flames, 
and even the hem of his garment was unscorched. 
It is no part of my purpose to enter into a recital 
of the public acts of Jonn C. Caruoun. It has 
already been partly done by his colleague; but even 
that, in my judgment, was unnecessary, Yearsafter 
the celebrated battle of Thermopylæ, a traveler, on 
visiting the spot, found a monument with the sim- 
ple inscription, “ Stranger, go tell at La¢edemon 
that he died in obedience to her Jaws.” “ Why 
is it,” he asked, “ that the names. of those who 
| fell here, are not inscribed on the stone? “ Be- 
| cause,’ was the proud reply, ‘it is impossible 
| that any Greek should ever forget them.” Even 
| so itis with him of whom I speak. His acts are 
| graven on the hearts of his countrymen, and time 
| has no power to obliterate the characters. Through- 
out this broad land “ the meanest rill, the mightiest, . 
river, rolls mingling with his fame: forever.” 
Living, sir, in an age distinguished above all-others 
for its. intelligence, surrounded . throughout’; his 
whole career by men any one of whom would have 
marked an era in the world’s history, and stamped 
the times in which he lived with immortality, 
Mr. Catnoun yet won an intellectual eminence, 
and commanded an admiration, which was not 
only unsurpassed but unequalled, in all its parts, 
by any of his giantcompeers. That great light is 
now extinguished; a place in this Senate is made 
vacant which cannot be filled. The tidings have 
been borne upon the lightning’s wings to the re- 
motest corners of the Republic, and millions. of 
freeman are now mourning with us, over all’ that 
| is left of one who was scarcely “lower than the 
angels.” f 
I may be permitted, Mr. President, to express 
my gratification at what we have heard and wit- 
nessed this day. Kentucky has been heard through 
the mouth of one, who is not only her greatest 
statesman, but the world’s greatest living orator. 
:The great expounder of the Constitution, whose 
massive intellect seems to comprehend and ‘give 
clearness to all things beneath the sun, has.spoken 
for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, From 
every quarter the voice of mourning is mingled 
with notes of the highest. admiration.” ‘These 
crowded galleries, the distinguished gentlemen who 
fill this floor, all indicate that here have “ 
“ Bards, artists, sages, reverently met, 
To waive each separating plea 


Of sect, clime, party, and degree, 
All honoring him on whom Nature all honor shed.” 


The resolutions were then unanimously adopted. 

The VICE PRESIDENT appointed the follow- 
ing as the committee of arrangements: Messrs. 
Mason, Davis of Mississippi, Arcuison, Doper 
! of Wisconsin, Dicxinson, and GREENE. 

Ordered, That the Secretary communicate these proceed- 
ings 10 the House of Representatives. 

Whereupon the Senate adjourned. 


o IN SENATE. =o SOO 
: _ Tuespay, April 2,1850.. ees 
“Phe Senate met at twelve o’clock, for the pür- H 
‘pose of attending the: funeral fobsequies of the 
Ton. Joun-C:-Cannoun, late a Senator in Con- 
ress from the State of South Carolina: 
“Phe galleries, and every-avénue: thereto, were 
‘erowded with spectators; and--hundreds: left.the 
doors unable to obtain-admittance. ee 
At twelve o’clock, the House of Representa- |! 
tives; preceded by its: officers, entered.the Cham- 
ber;:and took seats assigned thent <0 -% 
Numerous officers: of the army and. navy, and 
many distinguished strangers, occupied the sofas || 
in the lobbies. : are SP | 
The Supreme. Court of the United States en- | 
tered the Chamber, and: tool: seats at the left of 
the Vice President. i 
“Phe. President. of the United States and the || 
Cabinet soon followed; the President being eon- 
ducted to aseat at the right of the Vice President. 


digas 


4 
| 

j 
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Orders takén yesterday, thë House would proceed 
in-a body to the Senate, to ünite with them iñ at- 


| tending the funeral of the Hon. Joan C. CALHOUN, 


deceased. 


And on motion adjourned. 


HOUSE. OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wenpnespay, April 3, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
WATER-ROTTED HEMP. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, rose and: said, 
that he presumed that it would now be in order to 
move to take up the motion, which he had made 
on Friday last, to reconsider the vote by which 
the joint resolution reported from the Committee 


The diplomatic corps, which was very fully 
represented, occupied seats near the centre of the |! 
Chamber: i i 

At twenty minutes past twelve, the corpse was 


i 
brought into the chamber, in charge of the Com- |! 
mittee of Arrangements, and placed immediately |i 


in front of the Secretary’s desk. Several relatives | 
cand friends of the deceased, Senator Bur er, and | 
the South Carolina delegation of the House of | 
Representatives, accompanied the corpse as mourn- 
ers. 

The Rev. C. M. Butler, Chaplain to the Senate, 
read the passage of Scripture, found in the Ist | 
Epistle of Paul tothe Corinthians, 15th chapter, 


beginning at the 20th verse, to the end of the |; 
chapter. 
Mr. B. then delivered a brief discourse from the |; 


“words, in the 82d Psalm, 6th and 7th verses: 
“*Thiave said, Ye are gods; and all of you are children 


of the Most Figh. But ye shall die like men, and fall |! 


like one of the princes.” 

The address being ended, the Senate and audi- 
ence left the Chamber, and formed in procession in 
the following order: 


f 
Physicians who attended the deceased. 

om ‘Committee of Arrangements: 
Mr. Mason, Mr. Dodge, of Wis., 
Mr. Davis, of Miss., | Mr. Dickinson, 
Mr, Atchison, Mr. Greene, 
Pall-bearers: 

Mr. Cass, | 


Mr. Mangum, 

Mr. Clay, 

Mr. Webster, Mr. Berrien. j 

The family and friends of the deceased. 
The Senator and Représentatives from the State 
of South Carolina, as mourners. 
The Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate of the United 
States. 
The Senate of the United States, preceded by the 

Vice President of the United Siates and their 
Secretary. 
ms of the Flouse of Represent- | 

atives, 

The House of Representatives, preceded by their ! 
Speaker and Clerk. f 
The President of the United States. | 

; The Heads of Departments. 

The Chief-Justice and Associate Justices of the 
Supreme Court of the United States, and its 
Officers. 

The Diplomatie Corps. 

Judges of the United States. 

Officers of the Executive Departments. 
Officers of the Army and Navy. 4 

The Mayor of Washington. 
Citizens and Strangers. 

The line having been formed, the procession 
moved to the Congressional Burying Grouńd, 
where the remains of the deceased were deposited, 
with the usual solemnities, in the receiving vault. 

The Senate then returned to their chamber, and 
adjourned. 
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The Sergeant-at-Ar 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. j 
Turspar, April 2, 1850. Hi 
$ J 


After prayer by the Chaplain of the House, 
The Journal was read and approved. 
The Speaker stated: that, in accordance with the 


The Chaplains of both Houses of Congress. | 


Mr. King, i 


on Naval Affairs, relative to the purchase of water- 


! rotted hemp for the use of the navy, had- been re- 


ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
: of the Union. 

The SPEAKER said the consideration of that 
motion would now be in order. 

The House thereupon proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the said motion. 

Mr. STANTON said, that he desired very 
briefly to state to the House the reasons on which 
he thourht it was important and necessary'that the 
resolution should be passed immediately. In the 
first place it was important, that if the resolution 
should be passed at all,in any shape, there should 
be no very considerable delay, because, if there 
was, it would not have its influence upon the 
growing crop of hemp of the present year. 

Tle had been somewhat surprised that the hon- 
orable gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Toomss,] 
who made the motion to refer the resolution to the 
i Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
| Union, shouldj}have undertaken to remark, (and 


| he (Mr. S.) was sorry that the gentleman was 


not at the moment in his seat to hear his state- 
ment,) that the Committee on Naval Affairs had 
acted. extraordinarily in reporting this resolution 
| in the form in which it had been presented. Now, 
ihe (Mr. S.) was not the gentleman who had re- 
| ported this resolution from the Committee on Na- 
i val Affairs. He was not the gentleman who had 
i investigated the subject; and when the gentleman 
i from Georgia reflected that the resolution had 
been under the charge of the gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. Wirrg,} a friend of the Administra- 
tion, supported by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Scuencx,] another member of the committee; and 
when the genjleman considered the unanimity 
which had prevailed in committee among the 
friends of the Administration, as well as among 


; those who were opposed to it, these circumstances, 


it seemed to him, (Mr. S.,) should at least save the 
committee, and every member of it, from the sus- 
picion of having acted in any degree under the 
influence of party or personal considerations. 
The gentleman from Georgia had stated that 
the decision of the Secretary of the Navy, in rela- 
tion to the contract to which the committee 
thought that Mr. Billings was entitled, was passed 
upon the opinion of the Attorney-General. He 
(Mr. S.) did not know whether cr not the hon- 
orable gentieman had examined that opinion, but 
he presumed that the gentleman had done so. If 
the gentleman had examined it closely—and he 
(Mr. 8.) intended no’ disrespect by the remark — 
it was quite as extraordinary to him that the gen- 
tleman could approve of that opinion, as the 
opinion of the Naval Committee seemed extra- 
ordinary to that gentleman. It seemed to surprise 
the gentleman that the committee should have 
connected the matter of Mr. Billings’s contract at 
all with this hemp resolution. The explanation 
‘was easy, and such as it seemed to him must be 
satisfactory to every gentleman on this floor. The 
resolution reported from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, proposed to provide for the purchase of the 
whole amount of hemp necessary for the use of the 
navy for the next five years. ‘This was the propo- 
sition contained in the resolution. A memorial had 


: been presented to the House, and sent to the com- 


mittee, connected, it was true, with the personal 
interests of Mr. Billings, but connected, at the same 
time, with the whole subject. Upon an examina- 
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‘tion of that transaction, the Committee on Naval. 


Affairs had come to the conclusion, from which he 
thought that no man, upon a candid investigation 
of the facts of the case could dissent, that Mr. 
Billings was entitled to the contract for which, 
under the advertisement issued in the name of the 
Navy Department, he had made an offer. It was 
true that, in the original advertisement, there wag 
some. little uncertainty—something like a partial 


| reservation—of the power to give the contract or 


not; but, in his. judgment, this did not amount to 
distinct reservation of right, but it was rather 
inferential; and the Committee on Naval Affairs 
came to the conclusion that, taking all the circum- 
stances of the case into consideration, it was not 
just—it was not. fair—it was not equitable—thas 
the Government should go into market and pre- 
scribe a limit for contractors, merely as an experi- 
ment; then,-if the lowest: bidder should not ex- 
actly suit them, or should he not be a favorite 
with them, refuse to give him the contract. And 
while it was possible—although he did not think 
it clear—that Mr. Billings, if the transaction had 
taken place between individuals, wouid not hnve 
any legal right to the contract, or to damages 
under it, while the committee did not contend for 
that, yet he believed that the whole committee 
had come to the conclusion that it was fair, and 
equitable, and just, and honorable that he should 
have the contract, that the bidding was fair and 
legal, and that he was the lowest bidder, having 
bid some twenty odd dollars below the limit pre- 
scribed by the department and by the law. ‘The 
committee were satisfied that it would be to the 
interest of the Government to give the contract to 
Mr. Billings. 
Now, the resolution in the form in which the 
two gentlemen from Kentucky, [Messrs. Morz- 
weap and Marsuaut,] who had spoken with 
great zeal, desired that it should be’ passed, 
proposed that the Secretary of the Navy should 
have the right to go into open market, and make 
the purchases there—that was to say, purchase 
where, and of whom, and at what price he pleased 
within the limit prescribed by law. What would 
be the result? Take the history of these con- 
tracts, and what did wefind? He held in his hand 
areport from the Secretary of the Navy in re- 
lation to the purchase of hemp. ft would: be 
found that, wherever the article had been. pur- 
chased- in open market—that was to say, wherever 
the Secretaries of the Navy had exercised the priv- 
ilege of purchasing of whom and what prices the 
pleased—they had given from seventy toeighty dol-. 
lars per ton more then the same article cost under 
the system of contracts. What would be the re- 
sult of giving the Secretary power to go into open 
market, as the gentlemen desired, limited to two 
hundred and forty dollars? Was it probable that he 
would get the article at a price as low as that 
offered by Mr. Billings, when he, the Secretary, had 
the privilege of going up to two hundred and forty 
dollars? The experience of the ‘department 
showed that it was probable—in fact almost cer- 
tain—that he would go to the highest price, and 
give the highest sum allowed by law, being twenty 
dollars, and beyond the price at which Billings 
proposed to supply it. f 
But there wete some other considerations con- 
nected with this matter, in addition to those he had 
already mentioned, which it seemed to him appro- 
priate that he should notice. The gentlemen from 
Kentucky, and especially the gentleman from Mis- 
souri, seemed to think that a great effect was to 
be produced upon the interests of the hemp grower. 
If these gentlemen would reflect for a moment, 
they would be satisfied that this was a matter of 
veiy little importance to the hemp grower. Let 
them look at the census of 1840. It would there 
be seen, that the amount of hemp proposed to be 
furnished for the use of the American navy—that 
was to say, six hundred tons—-was not as much 
as one per cent. on the amount of hemp raised in 
the year 1840; and probably it would not amount 
to one half of one per cent. on the amount raised 
at the present time. How, then, was it to be sup- 
posed that it could bea matter of any very serious 
consequence affecting the people of Kentucky, 
Missouri, and other bemp growing States, that 
the Government should have the power to go 
into open market, and purchase from its favorites 
this inconsiderable amount of six hundred tons? 
He knew that this calculation was based upon the 
whole amount of hemp—water-rotted and dew- 


rotted—zrown in the United States: -But‘it was 
evident that that circumstance was nöt material to 
the argument which he was making, because the 
amount of water-rotted hemp, which would be 
made from the whole amount of hemp grown, 
would depend upon the demand, and the demand, 
as he had stated, would not exceed half of one 
per cent. : ; . 
Suppose the contract for these six hundred tons 
should be given to the farmers, in lots of ten tons 
each, to. how many would it be given? To 
sixty—but sixty out of the whole namber of hemp 
growers in the United States! and yet gentlemen 


opposed this resolution on the ground that it was |} 


a matter of great importance to the hemp-growing 
interest of the Union. The only considerations 
which should govern the action of the House, in 
its decision upon this question, ought to be, in the 
first place, to procure American hemp, if it could 
be procured; in the second place, to secure the 
interest of the Government, by every regulation 
which was calculated to secure it. 


But again: a great deal had been said about the } 


provision in the resolution raising the standard, or 
test, from forty-two hundred to forty-four hundred, 
and it had been said that this was the result of a 
suggestion by Mr. Billings. It was true that Mr. 
Billings had satisfied the Government—had satis- 
fied the committee, and an examination of the sub- 
ject would satisfy the House—that the hemp pre- 
paei under his management would stand a much 
higher test than forty-four hundred.. The gentle- 
man from Missouri had stated the other day, that 
in conversation with the Secretary of the Navy, 
the Secretary had said that it was not important, 
or that it was unnecessary, that the standard should 
be raised. If the Secretary had so stated—and 
sincè the gentleman from Missouri had assured the 
House thatit was so, he (Mr. S ) took it for granted 
that such was the fact—if the Secretary had so 
stated, he (Mr. S.) was satisfied that he had done 
so without reflection, and without that minnte ex- 
amination of the subject which would be necessary 
and proper before making such an assertion. He 
had held no conversation with the Secretary of the | 
Navy; but be had conversed with one of the oldest 
and most experienced officers of the navy—long 
at the head of one of the bureaus, Commodore 
Morris—and that officer had stated that it would 
be important to the Government that the test 
should be raised, if possible, still higher. He 
stated that two objects were to be gained by it. 
In the first place, to increase the strength of the 
“rope, and thereby secure the safety of the ship, 


because, as he (Mr. S.) had stated in the course j 


of some remarks which he had submitted onan- 
other occasion, the safety of the ship might depend 
upon a single rope. Another object was, to dimin- 


ish the size and weight of the rope; and if a test |; 


could be established double of that which the com- 
mittee had reported, it would still bea great and į 
important advantage to the Government. 

It had been the practice of the Government, when 


important inventions connected with its material |! 


interests had been made, to give contracts to the | 
fortunate inventors, as an encouragement to them, 
at the same time securing the best material for the 
use of theGovernment. Acting upon that principle, 
it would seem right that, inasmuch as Mr. Billings 
had proved the superiority of his hemp over any 
other article, foreign or domestic, which had yet 
been presented to the navy, he was entitled to 
some favor. But he asked nothing of the kind. 
His memorial stood upon no such footing. It 
stood upon the simple justice of his case—upon 
the refusal of the Secretary of the Navy to give 
him a contract for which, under a fair and legal 
bid, he was the lowest bidder. 

But what were the arguments of the gentlemen 
from Kentucky, [Messrs. Marsnati and More- 
wvaD?] They said that raising the test was the 


suggestion of Mr. Billings, intended to secure his | 


advantage, and to operate against the hemp i 
growers of Kentucky and Missouri. If that was |; 
true, what was the amount of it? It was simply i 
this, that Mr. Billings had made the best hemp, || 
that it would stand a higher test than any other, |i 
and that they were afraid they might not be able || 
to come up to it. And the question, therefore, |! 
simply was, whether the Government should pur- |; 
chase the best rope, or an inferior rope. Tt i 
seemed to him that there could be no doubt upon 

l 


any of the facts of the case. 
‘As he saw the honorable gentleman from Geor- 


|; the legality of the bids. 


gia (Mr. Toomss] now in his seat, he: (Mr. S.f 
would repeat what he had stated at the coramence- 
ment of his argument, in reply to the assertion 
| made by the gentleman the other day, that the ac: 
| tion of the committee was extraordinary; in hav- 
i Ing reported a proposition te give Mr. Billings 
part of the contract In opposition to the opinion of 
the Attorney General. 

Now, the opinion of the Attorney General, ta- 
| king it in every aspect in which it could be pre- 
| sented, was a very curious document. In the 

first place, it had been said that the Secretary of 
ithe Navy had the right to give or withhold the 
contract, as he pieased, because he had reserved 
i that right by the advertisement. He (Mr. S.) 
| thought, as he had already said, that that was not 
| clear. If the position could be sustained, that 
| would be sufficient. But it did not seem to have 
| been satisfactory to the department, and it called 
| upon the Attorney-General for his opinion as to 
| That opinion was based 
| upon three considerations—first, the bid was upon 
a sliding scale. That was usual. He presumed 
no gentleman would object on that account. 
; Another objection was, that by calculating the in- 
terest on the excess of Mr. Billings’s bids over 
other bids in the years in which there was an ex- 
| cess, his average bid for the five years would not 

be the lowest. In this, the Attorney General was 
| mistaken. He had not-made out this result by 
figures; he had assumed it. The third ground of 
| Opposition was, a mere suspicion of the honesty 
of Mr. Billings, 
the Government with security for the performance 
of his contract, as good as could be found within 
the Government, for the performance of any con- 
tract. ‘The security was perfectly good. Mr. 
Billings was the lowest bidder. The bid itself was 
‘ neither unusual nor unfair. How, then, could the 
' gentleman from Georgia say thatit was extraordi- 


| nary that the committee should have come to the 
! conclusion at which it had arrived, that the right 
| of this individual ought to be saved in any gen- 
| eral resolution which might be adopted for the 
| purchase of water-rotted hemp for the use of the 
; navy? 

i One word as to the suspicion upon which the 
| Attorney-General based a portion of his opinion. 
_ If we were permitted to indulge in suspicions— 
‘and he did not desire to make any charges— 
| from the nicety with which the Attorney-General 
| had entered into calculations of interest, and of 
|! the mistake which he had made in favor of Messrs. 


That gentleman had come before | 


eral: days. They who represented the cotton ii- 
terest of the South were satished that.cotton rope 
was, in-many instances, much better. than hemp 
rope for the use of the navy. co Ue ek og, 

He should’ offer this amendment in goed: faith 
ifthe voie were reconsidered, and if -he should be 
so fortunate as to obtain-the floors. = iaku 

Mr. TOOMBS said he should move:to lay the 
motion to reconsider on: the: table. °° He thought 
that those gentlemen who had been discussing this 
question of hemp, for some three or four morn- 
ings, had consumed sufficient time upon. this -re> 
jected contract, for it was nothing else. A con 
tract had been made; the Secretary of the Navy 
had felt it to be his duty, as a public officer, to re- 
ject it; some points had arisen in it, and he had 
submitted them to the Attorney-General, who had 
confirmed his proceedings; and the House. was 
called upon to consume its time to compel, thé 
Secretary of the Navy to accept a contract which 
he had believed it to be his duty to reject. "This 
House was not the body t6 examine the call; it 
could be better examined elsewhere. Certainly 
it was an extraordinary proposition, hotwithstand~ 
ing- the declaration of the gentleman from Tennes- 
see to the contrary. He (Mr. T.) repeated, that 
he had known no case where this House had coma: 
pelled a high public officer, the head of one of the 
Executive departments, to accept a contract which, 
acting according to his judgment, he had rejected:. 
That was the whole of it. > Pes 

He moved to lay the motion to reco 
the table. i 

Mr. MASON appealed to the gentleman from 
Georgia to withdraw his motion, that justice 
might be done to the people of the hemp-growing 
section. : 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will remind the. 
gentleman from Kentucky that remarks are out 
of order pending a motion to lay on the table, 

The question was taken upon the motion of 
Mr. Toomss, and was decided in the negative. 

So the House refused to lay the motion tores 
consider on the table. i Tog 

Mr. MARSHALL said: When the resolution 
and amendments were referred a second time to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs, I did entertain the 
hope that the result of reflection would induce the 
committee to report such a resolution as would de- 
cide the policy of the country in favor of the 
hemp growers of the West, and against the little 


msider on - 


| Todd and Crittenden, while comparing their bids’ 
with that of Mr. Billings, one might suspect -that 
if Mr. Crittenden had been the bidder, instead of 
| Mr, Billings, the Attorney-General might not 
i have thought it advisable to enter:into so minute 
a calculation. That suspicion would be quite as 
| fair, as liberal, and as just, as the suspicion of the 
i Attorney-General against the honesty of Mr. Bil- 


l lings in patting in his bid. In his (Mr. 8.’s) 


i judgment, and in the judgment of the committee, 
l there was nothing on the face of the bid to affect 
i the fairness of the bid. The securities of Mr. 
: Billings were ample. There could be no objection | 
| on that score. He (Mr. S.) knew nothing of that 
i gentleman. He had never seen him until this 
! matter came before the committee. He desired 
| that the resolution should be passed, saving what 
: the committee thought to be the fair and equitable 
| rights of Mr. Billings; but if the House should | 
i think proper to vote that part of the proposition 
i down, he should still vote for the resolution; 
| and if the House should think proper to vote for 
| parchase in open market, although he had shown 
i the unfavorable effects of that mode of purchase, 
i he should still vote for the resolution, because he 
! was anxious to promote the one great object in 
| view—the encouragement of American water- | 
; rotted hemp. 
i Mr. COBB, of Alabama, said he desired to į 
have read at the Clerk’s desk an amendment 
which he would offer to the resolution, when it 
should be in order. 

The amendment was read as follows: 


“ Provided, further, That the Secretary of the Navy be in- 
structed to substitute, in lieu of hemp, cotton, where, in 


: his opinion, it can be used in any way to answer au equal 
i purpose with that of hemp.” 


He (Mr. C.) said he had taken no part in this 
„discussion. He found that the Representatives 
of the hemp-growing interest had pretty’ much 


band of speculators who seek to establish a mọ- 
nopoly, under the pretence of a law to encourage 


j ernment becomes proprietor. 


| monopolized the attention of the House: for sev- 


iin its preparation. 


a’ producing class. That hope, [regret to. see, 
was not well founded, and. I ‘now propose briefly: 
to contrast. the policy which: the resolution:,pro< 
poses with that suggested by the committee. 

What are the points of difference? pa 

The resolution proposes- to make purchases int 
open market, directly from the producer, through 
the intervention of agents established in the hemp= 
growing region, furnished with machinery, for the 
application of tests, by which the strength of the: 
staple offered for sale may be tried—the agent, to. 
be a person conversant with the article, and capa- 
ble of determining its quality as to cleanliness and 
general preparation, by inspection and handling. 
The substitute of the committee proposes to inter- 
vene a contractor, who shall bargain to furnish the 
amount required by the navy, to be tested and 
inspected, on delivery to the Government, by him— 
the contract being let to the lowest bidder. The 
test will be applicd, in both cases, before the Gov- 
The most striking 
point of difference is, the intervention of a specu- 
lator between the producer and the Government, 
in the mode preferred by the committee, and. the 
direct contact -between the producer and the Gov- 
ernment in the, mode advocated by myself and 
the members from the West. 

When this subject was discussed heretofore, the 
remark was made, thatthe open market was ob- 
jectionable, because—first, the Government could. 
have no assurance of supply; and secondly, be- 
cause the supply being iw small lots, prodaced by 
different farmers, there: would be’ no uniformity 
Does experience teach. that, 
by following the-contract system; these objections 
would be obviated?. Ifthe contractor can furnish 
the American water-rotted hemp, he must do so 
from that which is prepared. in the country, and 
the agent may supply from that stock as readily 
asthe contractor. There is just this difference: 


by one mode you give the producer: the entire 
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price: paid by Government; by the other mode, 
- you carve out of that pricea profit. for the specu- 

jator at the expense of the: producer. ` Profession | 
of an interest for the encouragement of labor, is 

very usual among politicians. Legislation’ for the 

benefit: of capital, at the expense of labor, is 

scarcely less. frequent, and very generally is the 

result of -action by politicians. 1 regard this prop- 

osition’ to cut: the producer off from. the ‘direct 

trade: with Government, and to compel- him. to 

vend-his crop to the contractor, as the Institution 

of an intermediate class of non-producers,.who are 
to live by speculation upon capital at ihe expense of 
labor. ; 


Look. at: the matter in, this light: Government 
rotted hemp is $220 per ton. We-will take for the 
33 
use of the navy next year five hundred tons.” The 
tion'among the farmers will add to the value of 
the article supplied, improve the quality, increase 
is the doctrine which gentlemen teach when they 
want a tariff to protect iron or manufactured 
If it is true, when you desire to shut out foreign 
competition, and to impose a duty for the purpose 
tage in the home market, I imagine it holds equally 
pood when the competition is between producers 
demand, and a free field for exertion in the pro- 
duction and preparation of the commodity to be 

It is asserted, however, that unless each hemp 
grower has assurance that his crop will be pur- 
I have but a single observation in reply to this sug- 
gestion, Ever since money commenced circula- 
pradneiga industry, which promise profit, have 

een speedily occupied and faithfully pursued. If 

est, with an open market, and a Government 
demand at theirewn doors equal to $110,000 per 
rance of their enterprise, and your want of faith 
in their desire of gain. There is no argument, | 
this. l dismiss it. If the contractor intervenes, 
it is argued. he will afford assurance to the produ- 
therefore the hemp grower will turn his attention 
to the business of water-rotting. It is evident the 
contractor upon the faith of a contract made prior 
to the production of the crep, will limit the busi- 
even if this should be the course the business 
woyld take, the policy of a general encourage- 
since the supply would never exceed the demand. 
Those who have not the benefit of a preéxisting 
ness, would not enter upon it at all. . 

But suppose the Government contractor to be 
will he make contracts to pay for more than five 
hundred tons? Will he make contracts before- 

are of piven quality? Surely not. He wil, 

nowing his own price, merely assure A, B, and C 
will take of them what his wants demand; but 
certainly at a price to insure himself a fair profit, 
the direct market. The proposition must come to 
this complexion at last. But gentlemen say that 
his stipulations, he will be mulcted in damages 
upon his bond!. I say that the history of your 
Where are the bonds from which damages have 
been collected by Government for failure of per- | 
‘What amount has been collected since the date of |' 
the Constitution by Government attorneys upon 
may sometimes have been pursued for failure to 
pay over moneys collected by public trustees, in || 
even in this class of cases are rerely, if ever, pur- 
sued to final collection, without an extension of 


says,“ The price we will pay for American water- 
farmers will furnish it at that price, and competi- 
the quantity, and finally diminish the price. This 
cloths, or to encourage any infant American art. 
of giving to the American manufacturer an advan- 
aving a protected market—a steady and uniform 
supplied. 
chased, there wil! be no certainty in the supply. 
tion, and markets were opened, those branches of | 
ou can imagine that the hemp growers of the | 
year, will not compete for it, [lament your igno- 
have listened to, that has so little plausibility as 
cer that the crop will be taken off his hands, and 
class of favored producers, who may work for the 
ness to a very small number of persons; and 
ment to the interest would not be effected by it, 
contract, having no chance of profit from the busi- 
obliged to furnish five hundred tons in the year, 
hand with A, B, and C for what they may pre- 
that if they will prepare, and the article suits, he 
which he will pocket, by depriving the planter of 
if the contractor does not furnish according to |: 
contract system does not sustain the assertion. 
formance in. delivering articles of commerce? | 
verdicts rendered in this class of causes? Bonds /' 
the course of official business; but judgments | 
liberal compromises to the sureties of a defaulter | 


i: 
i 


| I should like to hear from gentlemen a single in- 


| on their bond? 


| security. 
| honest laborat the mercy of speculatingadventurers. 


; a profession in this country; and they consider it 
+a case of ‘cool impudence” for a legislator, even 


, tion. A monopoly of furnishing American hemp, 


; buying in foreign hemp for the use of the navy. 


: ply of the navy, for that was his bid. How do the 
l committee undertake to act as arbitrators, and to 


; “rightfully” a contractor to the extent of three 
: hundred tonsonly? Mr. Billings understands that 


: the contract for three hundred tons is as essential 
‘a monopoly as if he had the whole, for the de- 


| tons at Charlestown, if he may furnish three hun- | 


: tions. 


: that this is the only true policy: Jhope the House | 
; will reconsider the vote referring the matter to the 
| Committee of the Whole, and will come to a di- 
| rect vote between the policy recommended by the 
; Committee on Naval Affairs, and the policy which | 


; Friday last been placed in the hand 


j. this morning by the gentlema 


. that if the reading of the bill and amendment were 


stance, within the entire. range. of governmental 
action, where a contractor, agreeing to furnish a | 
commodity to a department, has been pursued ; 
under the law for a failure to perform. I do not: 
believe there is an instance on record. 

What does experience teach upon this score— 
experience derived from the history of the contract 
system,-as. applied to. this matter of American 
hemp? - What-does it teach, if you will look at itas 
applied. to.-your public printing, or as applied to 
building steam-ships—in fact, in every department 
of governmental transactions? It teaches this les- 
son—that the business let to the lowest bidder is 
badly done, when it is done at all, and that public 
interest, like individual interest, is apt to be 
sacrificed, when false economy induces action upon 
the ** penny-wise, pound-foolish” principle. The 
American Hemp Company were contractors to 
furnish two hundred and fifty tons annually, for 
several years in succession. Did they comply 
with their contract? No. Were they pursued 
No. 
a contract to supply three hundred and thirty tons 
in instalments. Did he deliver according to con- 
tract? Nota pound. Was he pursued on his 
bond? No. And such is the constant exempli- 
fication of disregard of the obligations of contract, 
whenever the burdens are not agreeable to the con- 
tractor. Resort to that system affords noadditional 
It never brings Government into direct 
contact with the producing classes; italways leaves 


Government contractors have absolutely become 


here, to assert the rights and interests of the people 
against their wishes and demands. My legislative 
experience is limited, but it has been sufficiently 
extended to create some acquaintance with this 
gentry, and to cause me to mark their efforts. I 
would respectfully suggest, that one great monop- 
oly ata time should satisfy any moderate ambi- 


will not be found so easy as the old practice of 


It is said by the Committee où Naval Affairs, that 
Mr. Billings must have a contract to furnish three 
hundred tons per year for five years—that he hasa 
right to the contract. I have heretofore spoken of 
this case. Mr. Billings has a legal right, or no right 
atall. Ifhe hasa legal right, itis to the whole sup- 


make the equitable construction which makes him 


mand being five hundred tons, and the Govern- 
ment having on hand seven hundred and fifty 
dred tons per year, it is evident that his quota | 
and the supply on hand will cut off the grow- 
ers for years to come. ‘The committee have re- 
duced into one, ail the objectionable proposi- 
My colleague having offered, in my ab- 
sence, my amendment to his proposition, the 
case is made up, and the House can determine the 
policy to be pursued. J will add asingle remark, 
from the Chief of the Bureau of Construction. He 
says he is anxious to take the open market, to buy | 
from the growers, to shut out the speculators, and 


has in view the interests of the western farmers. 
Mr. CARTTER demanded the previous ques- ! 


tion. 
Mr. McCLERNAND called for the reading of | 
the bill. 


The SPEAKER stated that the bill and reso- 
lution, having been ordered to be printed when 
the subject was last before the House, had on 
ls of the printers, 
ider was called up 
n from Tennessee, 
they were still in 
and notin the posses- 
They were immediately sent 
been received by the Clerk, so 


and when the motion to recons 


the Chair was not aware that 
the hands of the printers, 
sion of the House. 
for, but had not yet 


| 


i 


Mr. Q. W. Billings made | 


| called for, the motion to reconsider must necessa- 


rily go over until the documents. could be ob- 
tained. 

Mr. McCLERNAND objected to the further 
consideration of the motion this morning. 

The question lies over. 


|: )- INVESTIGATION-—-THE GALPHIN CLAIM. 


The SPEAKER. Before the House proceeds 
to other business, the Chair will state, that since 
the meeting of the House this morning, he hag 
received a communication which he feels it his 
duty to lay before the House at once. It will be 
for the House to take such action as to them 
shall seem proper. The communication will be 


read to the House. 
WASHINGTON, April 2, 1850. 


Sır: My official connection with the Government an- 
thorizes me, in my judgment, to ask and to have acceded to 
me, by the House over which you preside, a prompt and 
full investigation, in euch manner as it may think proper, of 
my conduct and relation te the claim of the representatives 
of George Galphin, which claim has been adjudicated and 
paid at one of the departments of the Government, and is 
now attracting public attention. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your ob’t serv’t, 

GEORGE W. CRAWFORD. 

Ilon. Howe. Coss, 

Speaker House of Representutives. 


Mr. TOOMBS. I move that a committee of 
nine members be appointed by the Chair, to take 
into consideration the subject of that letter; and I 
i hope that in making the motion, I shall be released 
| from serving upon the committee, from my per- 
sonal connection with the Secretary of War, and 
also because, from a full and thorough knowledge 
of the facts, my opinion is decidedly made np. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

So the Speaxer was authorized to appoint a se- 
lect committee of nine members. 


CALIFORNIA. 


| On motion by Mr. BAYLY, the House resolved 
| itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. Boyn in the chair,) and resumed 
the consideration of the California question. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, who was entitled to the 
floor, yielded for purposes of explanation to his 
colleague, [Mr. McCrernanp. } 

Mr. McCLERNAND said: I propose to offer 
for the consideration of the committee, a plan for the 
settlement of the question which has for so long 
a time, and so deeply and widely agitated, and di- 
! vided the public mind. The plan is not of my 
authorship. 1am no more its author than many 
| others, who have expressed their views in common 
with my own, which ] have sought to reduce to 
legislative form. I trust that the work will prove 
| acceptable to all, and particularly to those whe 
| are ready and willing to codperate for the settle- 
ment now of the vexed question. 1 would appeal 
to all such for their earnest and efficient coöperation 
for its settlement now. Delay may bring increased 
difficulties and dangers. Now is the accepted 
time. 

The bill is designed to settle the slave questionin all 
its aspects, capable of being advantageously united 
in a common settlement. I doubt not that if the 
i bill should succeed, it will be followed, if not pre- 
| ceded, by a satisfactory solution of all incidental 
i questions calling for legislative action—at least I 
' trust this will be the result. 
| 1. The bill provides for the admission of the 
Í State of California into the Union, with her,con- 
i stitutional boundaries. 

2. The bill provides for the creation of a terri- 
torial government, including that part of the terri- 
tory of the United States, lying south of 42° north 
latitude, east of the State of California, north of 
35° north latitude, west of the Colorado and Vir- 
gin rivers, and the main easterly branch of the 
latter to its source; thence west of adue north line 
to the summit of the mountain range, dividing the 
waters flowing into the Pacific from those owing 
into the Great Basin, thence west of the summit of 
that mountain range to its intersection with the 42° 
of north latitude. 
territory of Utah. 


incorporate into it the general principles and the 
spirit that pervades the provisional organization 
lately established by the people living within the 
limits of the terrritory. In short, the bill only 
converts the constitution of the proposed State of 
Deseret ‘into a constitution or organic law for 
the territorial government, including and adding 


+- 


such provisions as the perfection of the measure i 
requires. This territory williaclade the people 
called Mormons. 

In regard to the laws, such as are now in force 
under the provisional. authorities existing within |! 
the limits of the territory, are continued in force, 
so far as they are consistent with the provisions 
of the bill, and the Constitution. and laws of the 
United States, and the rights of person and prop- 
erty secured and protected thereby. But the le- 
gislative assembly of the territory may change 
or repeal such laws at any time, consistently with 
limitation prescribed. 

3. The bill provides for the erection of a territo- 
rial government—including all the residue of the 
territory of the United States acquired by the fate 
treaty with the Mexican Republic, not included 
within the State of California and the Territory of | 
Utah, more or less; to be called the Territory of | 
New Mexico. Ofcourse this territory willinclude | 
the department of New Mexico, with its rightful 
boundaries, and no more. The Territory thus 
erected, or the Territories to be formed therefrom, 
are provided for under a guaranty that they shall 
be admitted into the Union with convenient limits, 
as States, when their population shall be sufficient, 


and when they shal! have presented a constitution |; 


of republican form, and asked to be admitted. 
With respect to the government for the Territory 
of New Mexico, but little more is done than to 
legalize the territorial plan lately framed by the 
people living within the limits of the territory, in 
the terms in which it is presented for the sanction 
of Congress. True, some modifications and ad- 
ditions are introduced, but entirely in harmony 
with thé original plan, and only for the purpose of 
giving it symmetry and completeness. As in the 
case of this territory, there has been no actual 
substitution of government and laws, (as in the || 
case of the Territory of Utah;) but as such laws 
are still in force in the department of New Mexico, 
as remained after it was acquired by the United 
States, these laws being acquiesced in, and virtu- 


ally adopted by the people, are continued in force, !; 


so far as they are consistent with the provisions | 
of the bill, and the Constitution and laws of the 
United States, and the rights of person and prop- | 
erty secured and protected thereby. But the | 
legislative assembly of the territory may change | 
or repeal those laws at any time, consistently with 
the limitation prescribed; and the laws of the 
United States are extended over both of the Terri- 
tories of Utah and New Mexico. 

4. The bill provides, that if the State of Texas 
shall agree to the extension of a strait line from 
the intersection of the 34° of north latitude with the 
Rio Grande, to the intersection of the 100° of lon- 
gitude west from Greenwich, with the Red river or 
the Salt Fork of that river as the boundary be- 
tween the Territory of New Mexico on the north, 
and the State of Texas on the south, and shall 
relinquish all her claim to the territory north of 
that boundary to the United States, in that event 
the Government of the United States will pay her 
$10,000,000 in certificates of stock, no one of aless 
denomination than $00, and bearing not exceed- 
ing 5 per cent. interest per annum, and reimburs- 
able on and after the first day of January, A. D., 
1870. If Texas shall agree to this proposition of 
compromise, her acceptance is not to be construed i 
or held in any way to interfere with the number || 
of States authorized to be admitted into the Union 
without any restriction as to slavery, under the 
guaranty of the ‘joint resolutions for admitting 
Texas into the Union,” but if Texas shall not 
accept this (fourth) proposition, it falls, and the 
boundary between Texas and the Territory of New 
Mexico will stand an open question. | 

Such is the outline of the bill I propose. Of 
course it would be out of place for me to go into a 
more elaborate exposition of its principles and |: 
provisions at present—indeed I fear {have already į; 
presumed on the indulgence of my colleague too 
long. Icanonly announce my purpose at present, | 
to offer the bill for the consideration and action of 
the committee when it may be regularly and 
properly acted upon. In the mean time, I dedicate i 
it as a peace-offering upon the altar of our dis- | 
tracted and anxious country, hoping and praying 
that it may be received in the same spirit in which 
it is offered—that it may be, at least in some de- 
gree, instrumental in restoring the wonted concord 
and fraterna g J 
is my hope—such is my fervent prayer. I abjure 


| offer it, notas a partisan, but as an American Rep- 


| Republic of Mexico, and in force at the time of the cession 
| of the New Mexican territory to the United States, he and 


| that Texas shall not assent to transfer her claim 


| edges the right of Texas to the territory claimed | 


i will be found in the Appendix.] 


| a motion that the committee rise. 


| feeling of our beloved Union, Such |! p 


all party feelings and objects in this measure. I 


resentative, and earnestly Invoke the codperation 
and support of men of all parties and sections of 
our common country to give it success. 

Mr. McCLERNAND having concluded, 

Mr. CARTTER, remarking thathe did not wish 
to consume any of the time of the gentleman from 
Illinois, [Mr. Ricuarpson,] said he wished to 
present an amendment to the bill (of Mr. McCizr- | 
NAND) on the same terms. The amendment is as 
follows: i 

% Provided, the laws and decrees prohibiting slavery in the 


continue in force in the said territory until the citizens 
| thereof shall frame constitutions, and be received into the 
| Union as sovereign States.” s 


Mr. WENTWORTH rose to a point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN said that these propositions | 
were not in order. They were only laid on the 
table to be called up at some future time. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I presume, then, they 
are merely notices of propositions which gentle- 
men intend to offer. ; 

‘The CHAIRMAN. That is all. 

Mr. BAKER, (addressing Mr. McCrernanp.) 
Do I understand my colleague to give notice of a 
territorial bill for New Mexico and Deseret (or 
Utah) without the proviso? 

Mr. McCLERNAND. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BAKER. Put down one of your colleagues 
against that bill. 

Mr. HOWARD. With the consent of the gen- 
tleman from Illinois, [Mr. Ricnarnson,] | wish 
to address an inquiry to the gentleman from Illi- 
nois, who has introduced this bill, (Mr. McCrer- 
NAND.] 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HOWARD. I would like to ask the gen- 
tleman from Iliinois, who has introduced this bill, 
one question—it is this: whether, in the event 


for a consideration, the Territory of New Mexico, 
or any portion of it, is to be organized upon the 
eastern bank of the Rio Grande? 

Mr. McCLERNAND. It is very difficult for 
me to answer that question. Gentlemen can an- | 
swer it according to their own views of the validity 
of the title of Texas to that boundary, (the Rio 
Grande.) The bill provides that, in the event of 
Texas declining the proposition contained in the 
i last section, that portion of the territory of the 
United States acquired under the late treaty with 
| Mexico, which is not included in the State of 
| California, or in the Territory of Utah, be it more 
or less, whatever be the rightful Territory of New 
Mexico, shail be organized under a territorial gov- 
ernment, and that the territory shall be called the 
Terrritory of New Mexico. 

Mr. HOWARD. Here Í wish to say one word. 
As understood by the gentleman, and as under- || 
stood by the President of the United States, the 
gentleman’s bill would prejudge against Texas the 
whole question of disputed boundary. And | 
wish merely to add, that unless the bill acknowl- 


by her, l shall vote against it; and I hope to have 
an early opportunity for assigning the reasons for | 
doing so. | 
Mr. RICHARDSON then addressed the com- | 
mittee on the slavery question, [in remarks which | 
| 


Mr. MARSHALL next obtained the floor, and 
spoke during his hour, [in remarks which will be | 
found in the Appendix.] 

Mr. M. having concluded, 

Mr. GREEN obtained the floor, but yielded to 


The motion having been agreed to, the com- | 
mittee rose and reported progress. i 
On motion by Mr. MeCLERNAND, on leave, | 
the bill which he had presented in Committee of : 
the Whole on the state of the Union, was ordered |, 
to be printed. | 
On motion by Mr. CARTTER, a similar order į 
was made in the case of the amendment. 
And then the House adjourned. 


; 
| 
PETITIONS, &e. | 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were į 
presented under the rule, and referred tothe ap- | 


f 
ropriate committees: | 
By Mr. BAKER: The petition of 78 legal voters in Gales- h 


burg and vicinity, [inois, forthe repéal of all laws. support- 
ing slavery In the District of Columbia. ener 
' Also, the petition from the same; to. prohibit slavery and 
the slave-trade in the tetritories of the United S dtes = 

Also, the petition fiom the same, for a law granting‘ajary : 
trial to persons claimed as fugitive slaves. =~ T 
_ Also, the ‘petition from the same, against receiving any 
more slave States into the Union. ee 

By Mr. HOWE: The petition of John Read-and 102 oth: 
ers, officers and soldiers of the-war of:1812;and other citi- 
zens of Lawrence county, Pennsylvania, praying ‘Congress 
to make suitable grants of land to the officers. and soldiers 
of mat war, and to the widows and heirs ofsuch as are de» 
ceased. 

By Mr. SCHERMERHORN: The petition. of James F, 
Concklin arid 60 other citizens of Monroe county, New York, 
asking for the repeat of the act of February, 1645, extending 
Woodworth?s patent planing machine. men 

By Mr. SAWTELLE: The petition of E. G. Crowelland 
34 others, citizens of Canaan, Somerset county, Maine, 
praying Congress to pass a law reducing the rates of post- 
age, and for other corresponding reforms. 

By Mr. RICHARDSON: The petition of Cyrus Cowdray 
and other citizens of Schuyler county, Ilinois, asking a re~- 
duction on postage. 

By Mr. NELSON: The petition of Edward Kerneys and 
other citizens of Osining and Sing Sing, New York, in favor 


i of cheap postage. 


By Mr. BAYLY: The petition of Thomas M. OBrien 
and Li other granite-stone cutters, representing that they 
were drawn to this city last fall, from different parts of the 


: Union, with assurances of regular employment on the pub- 
i Jie buildings, that since then, they bave been thrown out of 


employment, and asking remuneration for lost time. Š 
By Mr. HARMANSON: The petition of A. G. Penn for 
compensation for advances made as postmaster at New. Or- 
leans. : : $ 
Also, the petition of the widow and heirs of Fulwa:Skip~ 
with ` A n 
Also, the petition of Nathan Lee for compensation for car- 
rying the mail, 

Also, the petition of N. Lee, W. King, and Saul Wick- 
win, for compensation as witnesses in the United States 
district court. 

By Mr. PEASLEE: The petition of W. C. Hadley and 
others, citizens of Bow, New Hampshire, to abolish the of- 
fice of the chaplaiucy, and to refrain from al legislation on 
religions subjects. 

By Mr. PUTNAM: The petition of C. O. Shepard and 
40 other citizens of China, New York, that slavery and the 
slave-trade may be expressly prohibited by act of Congress 
in all the territories of the United States, 

“Also, the petition of P. H. Parker and 40 others, of China, 
New York, that no State be admitted into the Union unless 
its constitution shall expressly prohibit the existence ‘of 
slavery. 

Also, the petition of U. Y. Reed and 40 others, citizens of 
China, New York, for the repeal of alt laws of Congress by 
which slavery or the slave-trade is sanctioned in the District 
of Columbia, or that the seat of Government be removed to 
some other location, ae 

Also, the petition of Staunton Fairfield and 40 otiers, of 
China, New York, that no person arrested as a fugitive 
siave shall be delivered tu the claimant except on the finding 
ofa jury. 

Ato, the petition of H. Price and 85 other citizens of Chi- 
na, New York, that the act of Congress of February 26, 
1845, extending Woodwortli’s patent for a planing machine, 
be repealed. ws i eo 

By Mr. DUER: The petition of Humphrey, and Dodge, 
and others, citizens of New York, manufacturers and: me- 
chanics, praying for the repel of the act of Congress’ of 
February 26, 1845, extending Woodworth’s patent fora pla- 
ning machine. ` 

Also, the petition of J. Copeland and others, men and 
women, of Rockbridge, New York, for a congress of nations, 
or other measure, to prevent the occurrence of wars. 

Also, the petition of Henry C. Miller and others, of Gran- 
by, New York, praying for the abolition of slavery and the 
slave-trade in the District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of the same, that no State be hereafter 
admitted into, the Union unless its constitution expressly 
prohibit slavery. 

* Also, the petition of the same, that slavery and the slave- 
trade be prohibited in all the territories of the United States, 

Also, the petition of the same, praying for atrial by jury 
to persons arrested as fugitive slaves. 

Also, the petition of William 3. Tubbs and 125 others, of 
Mexico, New York, praying for the abolition of slavery and 


i the slave-trade in the District of Colnmbia. 


Also, the petition of the same, and 157 others of the same 
place, praying that no State be hereafter admitted into the 
Union, unless its constitution expressly prohibit slavery. 

Also, the petition of the same, and 157 others of the same 
plave, praying that sla and the slave-trade may be pro- 
hibited in all the territa tthe United States. E 

Also, the petition of the same, and 157 othe: of the saine 
place, praying for a trial by jury to persons arrested as fugi- 
tive slaves. . 

Also, the petition of P. L. Perine and others, of Schroep- 
pel, New York, praying that no State be hereaiter admitted 
into the Union, aniess its constitution expressly prohibit 
slavery. aa 

Also, the petition 
the slave-trade may 
United States. . 

By Mr. GUODENOW: The petition of Amos Osgood and 
49 other electors of North Yarmouth, ip the State of Maine, 
praying that no State be hereatter admitted into the Union, 
unless the Constitution of such State shall expressly prohibit 
the existence of slavery within its limits. 

Also, the petition of the Same, praying that slavery and 
the slave-trade may be expressly probibited, by act of Con- 
gress in all the Lerritories of the. United States. an 

Also, the petition of the same, requesting that provision 
be made by taw for the trial by jury in cases of arrest of 
fugitive slaves. ae g 

‘Also, the petition of the same, praying for the repeal of all 
iaws and partsof jaws, authorizing slavery ot the siave- 


of the same, praying that slavery and 
be prohibited’ in the territories of the 


630 


$ 


AL GLOBE. 


April 8, 


ene 


trade. in the District of Columbia, or that the seat of Govern- 
ment be removed to some more shitable location... 
Algo, tbe palitian.of Job Prince and. 42 others, citizens of 
Oxford county; of Robert Goodenaw and 26 others, eitizens 
of Franklin-county;.of-A, Nelson Cutler, of Lineola county, | 
in the: State of Maing, severally asking for the establishing-of |! 
an Agricultural: Bureau atthe city of Washington, f 
“ Also, the petition of James Forterfeid and others, heirs 
of Janes Young, late of Bristol, Maine, deceased, askiig 
for indemnity for'Preneb. spoliations. prior to 1809. NE 
: By Mr. RUMSEY: ‘The. petition of Reuben Robie. and 
163 others, citizens of Stenben county, New York, praying 
Hato more-slave States be admitted into the Union. © 
Also, the petition of J.D. Burlingam. and.83 others, citi- 
zeus of Alleghany county, New. York, for the same purpose 

Also, the petition of Charles Purdy and. 130: others; eiti- 
zensof Bath, Steuben county, New York, for the repeal of 
all laws authorizing slavery or the slave-trade inthe District 
of Columbia: your Plans n5 : ee 

Also, the petition of W., G. Kenyon, and.79. others, eiti- 
sens of Alfred, Alleghany county, New York, for the same 

urpose, $ 

is ‘Also, the petition of Tra Saylesand &6 others, citizens of 
Alleghany county, New York, praying tiat slavery and the 
stave-trade be expressly prohibited in the territories of the 
United States, 

~ Atso, the petition of Philip S. Green and €0 others, from 
the same. place, for the right of trial by jury to persons 
claimed as fugitive slaves. 

By Mr. CONGER: The petition of 61 citizens of Cort- 
Jand county, New York, for cheap postage. : 

Also, the petition of 26 citizens of the same place, in 
favor of stipulated arbitration, or a Congress of Nations, for 
the settlement of alt difficulties with other nations, . 

Also, the petition of 40 citizens of Locke, Cayuga county, 
New York, for the repeal of ail laws enacted by Congress 
for the support of slavery in the District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of 42 citizens of Ledyard, Cayuga 
county, New York, for the same. ` 

Also, the petihion of 50 citizensof Locke, Cayuga county, 
New York, to secure to alleged fugitives the right of trial 
by jurys i 

Also, the petition of 39 citizens of the same place, against 
‘the admission of more slave States into the Union. 

Also, the petition of 45 citizens of the same place, for the 
establishment and protection of freedom in the territories. 

By Mr. HENRY: The petition of N. T. Fitch, Ashley 
Stone, and.125 others, citizens of Wilmington, Windham 
comity, Vermont, for reducing the charge for postage on | 
prepaid letters to two cents. 

Also, the petition of Ruel Smith and 46 others, of the į 
same place, that slavery and the slave-trade may be ex- 
prsesly prohibited by law in the territories of the United } 

tates, 

Also, the petition of Justus H. Dix and 41 others, citizens 
of the same place, that the seat of Government may be re- 
moved, Uniess the existing laws, authorizing slavery in the |! 
District of Columbia, be repeated. 

Also, the petition of Ruel Smith and 48 others, citizens of 
the same place, that no State be hereafter admitted into tbe 
Union, whose constitution does not probibit slavery. 

Als, the petition of the same and 44 others, citizens of the 
same place, that persons, claimed as fugitives from slavery, 
shall, ont of the State to which they are claimed to belong, 
fue be dulivered: to the claimants upon the finding of a} 

wry: P | 
By Mr. CORWIN : The petition of Robert Rodgers and |} 
41 others, citizens of Clark county, Obio, praying Congress 
to pass a law, that whenever a person shall be arrested as 
a fugitive slave, in any State other than thatin which he is | 
alleged to be held to service, he shall not be delivered to the 


| such State shall prohibit the existence of slavery within its 
! limits. t i 


laws enacted by Congress, by: which slavery,or the slave- 
irade is authorized or sanctioned in tbe District of Colum- 
bia, and if'such laws are not Yépeated, that the seat of 
Government -may be ‘removed to some more suitable loea- 
lion. ; é ; i 

Also, the petition of Dennis Camp and 39 others, citizens 
of the same town aud State, praying that no State be bere- 
after admitted into: the Union, unless ihe constitution of 


By Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee: The petition of James 
Weaver,’ praying the establishment of a post-route from 
Point Rock, North Carolina, to Newport, in Tennessee. 

By Mr- MORSE: ‘The petition of G. Laurent, Cyprien 
Broussard, and a large number of others, asking for the ex- 
tension of the post-route from Perry’s Bridge to Corso’s 
Mill, and for the establishment of offices, &c. 

By Mr. LEUPTLEFIELD: The petition of Samuel Fessen- 
den and 180 others, citizens of Portland, Maive, for the es- 
tablishmentand protection of freedom in the territories. 

By Mr. MILLSON: The memorial of Dickson, Mallory 
& Co., and various other persons, asking an enlarged appro- 
priation for thé purchase of a suituble site for a custom- 
house at Norfolk, and for the erection of the building. 

Also, the petition of Edward L. Young, praying pecu- 
niary relief in consequence of the loss of his right eye, 
occasioned by the performance of publie duties while inthe 
daval service. 

Also, the petition of various citizens of {Norfolk and 
Portsniouth, praying peeuniary relief for Edward I. Young, 
in consequence of the Joss of his right eye in the publie ser- 
vice. 

By Mr. BURROWS: The petition of E. B. Garbutt and 
120 others. citizens of the counties of Niagara, Orleans, and 
Monroe, NewtYork, praying Congress to establish a mail- 
route from Cartton, Orleans county, New York, to Charlotte, 
in Monroe county, New York. a 

By Mr. McDONALD: The petition of Samuel C. WiN- 
sem and 17 others, praying bounty land to the soldiers and 
volunteers of the Indian wars, and the war of 112. 

By Mr. PITMAN: The petition of William Lick and 66 
others, citizens of Lebanon eounty, Pennsylvania, asking 
Congress to establish an Agricultural bureau. 

Also, the petition of Seth K. Smith and 12 others, citi- 
zens of the same place, and for the same purpose. 

By Mr. REED: The petition of Thomas Estep, Joshus 
Wright, and 150 others, citizens. of Washington county, 
Pennsylvania, tor the establishment of an Agricultural bu- 
reau. 

Also, the petition of Dr. Simpson, Joseph Alexander, and i 
452 others, citizens of Washington county, Pennsylvania, 
for “such modification of the tariffas shall secure ample 
protection to alt the great national interests against forcign 
competition? 

Also, the petilion of John S. Cratly and 28 others, for the 
abolition of slavery and the slave-trade in the te:ritories of 
the United States. 

Also, the petition of John S. Cratly and 27 others, for the 
repeal of all laws sanctioning slavery and the slave-trade in 
the District of Columbia, and for the removal of the seat of 
Government in case of their non-repeal. 

Also, the petition of Jobn 8. Cratly and 30 others, against 
the admission af more slave States into the Onion. 

Also, the petition of Rev. Dr. Stockton and 32 others, for 
trial by jury for alleged fugitive slaves, 

By Mr. FOWLER: The petition of Nathaniel B. Bor- 
den, John Westah, and about 120 other citizens of Fall 
River, Massachusets, praying that slavery and the gluve- 
trade may be expressly prohibited, by act of Congress, in ail 
the territories of the United States 


claimant, or his agent, except on the finding of a jury that 
he is the siave of the claimant. 

Also, the petition of J. F. Harrison and 21 others, citizens |} 
of the towa of Springfield, and its vicinity, in Clark county, 
Ohio, on the same subject. 

Algo, the petition of J. F. Harrison and 21 others, citizens 
of the town of Springfield, in Clark county, Ohio, to pro- 
hibit the admission of any State into the Union, unless its 
constitution shall expressly prohibit the existence of slavery 
within its limits. | 

Also, the petition of Samuel Stee! and 20 others, on the 
same subject. | 

Also, the petition of Robert Rodgers and 48 others, citizens 
of Springfield, and its vicinity, in Clark county, that slavery 
aid the slave-trade may be expressly prohibited, by act of | 
Congress, in all the territories of the United States. 

By Mr. STETSON: The petition of Thomas Gregg and 
90 others, citizens of Brewer, Maine, against the admission 
of more slave States into the Union. i 

Also, the petition of J. Curtis and 112 others, citizens of 
Bangor, Maine, for the’same. \ 

Also, the petition of William Stevens and 63 others, eiti- |; 
zens of Guilford, Maine, for the same. l 

Also, the petition of J. S. Johnson and 192 others, citi- 
zens of Bangor, Maine, for the prohibition of slavery in the 
territories 

Atso, the petition of William Stevens and 61 others, citi- 
zens of Guilford, Maine, for the same. 

Also, the petition of John Holyoke and 69 others, citizens |} 
of Brewer, Maine, for the repeal of all laws supporting 
slavery inthe District of Columbia, or that the seat of Gov- 
ernment be removed. 

Also, the petition of William Stevens and 53 others, citi- 
zens of Guilford, Maine, for the same. 

Also, the petition of the same and 62 others, citizens of 
Guilford, Maine, for the passage of a law, granting trial by į 
jury to persons arrested as fugitive slaves, 

By Mr. BOOTH: The petition of Dennis Camp and 35 
others, citizens and electors of Durham, in the + tate of Con- 
necticut, praying that slavery and the slave-trade may be 
prohibited, by act of Congress, in all the territories of the |, 
United States. a 

Also, the petition of Dennis Camp and 29 others, of the i] 
Sne town and State, praying that provision be made by fi 
law for the trial of fugitive slaves by jury. f 

Aiso the petition of Dennis Camp and 16 others, citizens 
of the tems town and State, praying for the repeal of all 


$ 


| setts, praying for cheap posta 


j and the Indian wars, 


| United States, 


By Mr. MANN, of Massachusetts: The petition of J. A. 
Woodward and 49 others, citizens of Ashland, Massachu- 


Also, the petition of Abijah Adams and 65 others, citizens 
of the fourth congressional district in Massachusetts, for 
the same object. 

Also, the petition of Nathan Smith and 137 others, 
Sandwich, Massachusetts, for tre same object. 

Also, the petition of Wilard Sears and 32 others, for the 
same object. 

Also, the petition of John Pierpont and 187 others, of 
Medford, Massachusetts, praying for the prohibition of sla- 
very in the territories, 

Also, the petition of S. Gilbert and 50 ethers, of Boston, 
for the same object. 

Also, the petition of John Pierpont and 182 others, pray- 
ing for the abolition of slavery and the’ slave-trade in the 
District of Columbia, 2 

Also, the petition of T. Gilbert and 44 others, of Massa- 
ehusetts, for the same ohject. 

Also, the petition of John Pierpont and 185 others, pray- 
st ki no more slave States may be admitted into the 

nion, 

Also, the petition of Willard Sears and 14 others, forthe 
same object. E 

Also, the petition of John Pierpont and 185 others, pray- 
ing for the right of trial by jury for persons arrested as fugi- 
tive slaves. j 

Also, the petition of Willard Sears ‘and 11 others, for the 
same. object. : * j 

By Mr. BROWN, of Indiana: The petition of Wm. Mon- 
rony and 105 other citizens of Shelby county, Indiana, pray- 
ing a grant of bounty land to the soldiers of the war of 1812, | 


of 


By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of Reuben Roberts 
and oltor cingene ofGustavus, Trumbwleounty, Ohio, pray- 
Ing the prohibition of slavery in all new Siates hereafter 1 
be admitted into the Union. : — 

Also, the petition of J. N. Hart and Others, citizens of 
Gustavus, Trumbull county, Ohio, praying that slavery and 
the slave-trade be prohibited in ail the territories of the 


Also, the petition of Hugh Gilman and other citizens of 
Gustavus, Trumbull county, Ohio, praying for the repeal of 
all laws that authorize and sanction slavery and the slave- 
trade in the city of Washington and District of Columbia 
and if not repealed, that the seat of Government be re- 


moved to some more suitable location, 


IN SENATE, 
Wennesnay, April 3, 1850. 


The following message was reeeived from the 
President of the United States, which was: read, 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed: 


WASHINGTON, April 3, 1850. 
To the Senate of the United States: 

I transmit a translation of a note, under date the 20th of 
last month, addressed to the Secretary of State by the min- 
ister of the Mexican Republic, aceredited to this Govern- 
ment, expressing the views of thal Government with refer- 
ence to the contro! of wild Indians of the United States on 
the frontier of Mexico, as stipulated for in the eleventh 
article of the treaty of Guadatnpe Hidalgo. 

Z. TAYLOR, 


INSTRUCTIONS TO OUR AGENT IN HUNGARY. 


The following message was received from the 
President of the United States, which was read, 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed: 


WASHINGTON, March 28, 1850. 

To the Senate of the United States: 

fn coinpliance with a resolution of-the Senate of the Rå 
instant, requesting the President of the United States to 
communicate to that, body, a eopy of the instructions given 
to the agent of the United States, who was employed to 
visit Hungary during the recent war between that country 
and Austria, and of the correspondence by and with such 


"agent, so faras the publication of the- same may be con- 


sistent with the public interest, I herewith transmit to the 
Sena:e a copy of the instructions to A. Dudley Minn, esq., 
relating to Hungary, he having been appointed by me spe- 
cial agent to that country on the 18th day of Jane last, 
together with a copy of the correspondence with our late 
chargé @aflnires to Austria, referred to in those instruc 
tions, and of other papers, disclosing the poliey of ihis Gov- 
einment in reference to Hungary and her people. I also 
transmit, in compliance with the’ resolution of the Senate, 
butina separate packet, a copy of the corresponlence of 
Mr. Mann with the Department of State. The latter 1 have 
caused to be marked “ Ezecutive,” the information con- 
tained in it being sucht as will be found, on examination, 
most appropriately to belong to the Senate in the exercise 
of its executive functions. The publication of this corre- 
spondence of the agent, sent by me to Hungary, is a matter 
referred entirely to the judgment and discretion of the 
Senate, 

It will be seen, by the documents now transmitted, that 
no minister or agent was accredited by the’ Government of 
Hungary to this Government at any period since I eame 
into office, nor was any communicat on ever received by 
this Government from the minisier of Foreign Affairs of 
Stungary, or any other executive officer authorized to act in 
her behalf. : 

My purpose, as freely avowed in this. correspondence, 
was to have acknowledged the independence of Hungary, 
had she succeeded in establishing a Government de facto, on 
a basis sufliciently permanent in its character to have justi- 
fied me in doing so, according to the usages and settled 
principles of this Government; and although she is now 
fallen, aud many of her gaBant patriots are in exile or in 
chains, I am free still to declare, that had she been success- 
ful in the maintenanee of such a Government as we could 
have recognized, we shouid bave been the first to welcome 
her inte the family of nations. Z. TAYLOR. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
atea communication from the Department of War, 
made in compliance with a resolution of the Sen- 
ate of the 25th ultimogrequesting to be furnished, 
as soon as practicable, with any recent report or 
other information in reference to the geology and 
topography of California, transmitting the reports 
of Brevet Major-General Smith and Brevet Briga- 
dier-General Riley, and a communication from the 
Colonel of the Corps of Topographical Engineers, 
with a copy of a memoir upon the geology of Cal- 
ifornia, addressed to him eby Philip T. Tyson, 
esq.; which was laid upon the table and ordered 
to be printed. ? 

Mr. RUSK moved to print five thousand addi- 
tional copies; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Printing, : 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a preamble and resolutions of the Legislature of 
Michigan, in relation to the questions in contro- 
versy between the States, and declaring the un- 
alterable attachment of the people of that State to 
the Federal Union; which were ordered to lie on 
the table and be printed. 

MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS, 

Mr. HALE presented a petition signed by 
twenty-two citizens of Boston, Massachusetts, 
asking the adoption of measures for the adjust- 


: d 3 Pane 
ment of international disputes by arbitration; 


| which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 


Relations, 

Also, a petition of citizens of Wisconsin, ask- 
ing a reduction of the rates of postage; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post-Office and 
Post Roads. f 

Also, a petition of citizens of New Hampshire; 
a petition of citizens of Bangor, Maine; a petition 
of citizens of Berkshire, Vermont; a petition of 
citizens of Cranston, Rhode Island; a petition of 


1850. 


citizens of Ohio; two petitions of citizens of Mas- 
sachusetts; and two petitions. of citizens of New 
York, asking that the right of trial by jury may 
be secured by law to. fugitive slaves, arrested in 
any other State than that in which their service. is 
claimed; all of which were ordered to lie on the’ 
table. 

Also, a petition. of citizens of New Hampshire; 
a petition of citizens of Ohio; a petition of citizens 
of Rhode Island; a petition of citizens of Vermont; 
two petitions of citizens of New York; and two 
petitions of citizens of Massachusetts, asking that 
no State may hereafter be admitted into the Union 
whose constitution does not expressly prohibit 
slavery within its limits; which were ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Mr. COOPER presented fonr petitions of citi- 
zens of the city and county of Philadelphia, ask- 


ing that the act of February 26, 1845, extending the || 


patent of William Woodworth for a planing ma- 
chine, may be repealed; which were ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Also, a petition of the President and Secretary | 
of a female anti-slavery society, asking the adop- 
tion of measures for effecting such a change in 
the Constitution as will abolish. slavery through- 
out the United States, or relieve the people of the 
free States from the responsibility of aiding in its 
support; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. BENTON presented a memorial of certain 
settlers on the public lands in the county of St. 
Louis, Missouri, asking to be allowed the right of 
preémption to the lands on which they have set- 
tled; which was referred to the Committee. on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. FELCH presented a resolution of the 
Legislature of Michigan, instructing the Senators | 
and requesting the Representatives of that State 
in Congress, to use their exertions to procure the 
enactment of a law authorizing the Legislature of | 
Michigan to select certain public lands for saline | 
purposes; which was referred to the Committee on | 
the Public Lands and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BRADBURY presented the memorial of | 
P. A. S. Dearborn, widow of Greenleaf Dearborn, 
late an officer in the army, asking to be allowed a 

ension; which was referred to the Committee on 
ensions. : 

Mr. BERRIEN presented documents relating | 
to the expediency of establishing beacons in the | 
Harbor of Savannah, Georgia; which were referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. f 

Mr. WEBSTER presented the memorial of 
William H. Chase, praying to be released from 
two judgments obtained against him by the United | 
States on certain. bonds, as given by him as 
President: of the Alabama, Florida, and Georgia 
Railroad Company, for the payment of the duties 
on railroad iron imported for the use of that com- 
pany; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. FOOTE presented documents relating to 
the claim of the widow of Leslie Chase, late an 
officer in the army, to a pension; which were 
referred to the Committee on Pensions, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD presented a resolution of | 
the Legislature of Kentucky, instructing the Sena- | 
tors and requesting the Representatives of that 
State in Congress, to use their exertions to procure 
the enactment of a law granting pensions to the 
officers, soldiers, and volunteers who served in 
the army under General Wayne, and bounty lands 
to the officers, soldiers, and volunteers who served 
in the last war with Great Britain, and to the 
officers in the late war with Mexico; which was |! 
Teferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, a resolution of the legislature of the 
same State, in favor of the enactment of a law for 
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; RESOLUTIONS. ADOPTED. -| eE 
Mr. BERRIEN submitted. the following- reso- 
clution, which was considered by unanimous sọn- 
sent, and adopted: Sota 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inqnire into the expediency of putting down tao dumb 
beacons of sufficient size in the river Savannah; the one to 
be placed on Biack-Oyster rock, and the other on Sugar 
Loaf, two sieep and dangerous shoals in the'said river; and 
to report by bil] or otherwise. 

Mr. BRIGHT submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered by unanimous consent, 
and adopted : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post-Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a post-route from Marion, Grant. county, Indi- 
ana, to Braman, Mercer county, Ohio, via Hartford, Port- 
jand, Jay court-house, and Fort Recovery. 

Mr. FOOTE submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
| adopted: 
| Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be instructed 
| to inquire into the exnedieney of granting a pension to Mrs. 
| Chase, widow of the jate Captain Leslie Chase, of the 
United States army. 

THE LATE HON. JOHN C. CALHOUN. 

Mr. CASS. Mr. President, I present the fol- 
lowing resolution, and ask its immediate and 
| unanimous consideration. This is due not less to 
the memory of him we have lost, than to the feel- 
ings of the country in whose service he passed a 
life without spot and without reproach: 


Resolved, That the Cammittee of Arrangements be di- 
rected to cause to be published, in a pamphlet form, and in 
such manner as may seem to them appropriate, fursthe use 
of the Senate, thousand copies of the addresses made 
by the members of the Senate, together with the discourse 
i of the Rev. Dr. Butler, upon the occasion of the death of 
the Hon. Jons C. CALHOUN. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. With what num- 
ber shall the blank be filled ? 

Mr. BADGER. Ton thousand. 

Mr. CASS. I accept that number. 

The resolution was then adopted. 

Mr. MASON. I rise to state to the Senate 
| that, as chairman of the committee appointed to 
| superintend the funeral solemnities, I received a 
! letter, addressed to me by the only member of the į 
i family of the illustrious deceased who was in this 
| city at the time of his death, He informed me j 
l that it was his wish that the remains of our | 
lamented colleague, for the present, should be |: 
; placed in the vault appropriated for such purposes f 
by Congress, to await their removal to South Car- {i 
olina. I informed him, of course, that such dis- |/ 
i position should be made of them as his family 
desired. 


. 


i 
| 
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| 
j 


i 


<Mr. BUTLER. - I:desire to.offer another resõ=: 
lution, whith is rather ófa private characters: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate: be directed to: 
C. Calhoun, son 7 
due 


pay, out-of the contingent find, to Dr. Joh 
of the late Jonn C. Cannoun, whatever sum aay be 
his estate for per diem compensation and mileage.: t 

Mr. BUTLER. The sum is a very sma 
sir—some sixty-or seventy dollars, and I suppose 
there will be no objection to this course. ae 

The resolution was read three several times and 
passed. oe š 


POST-OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 


Mr. RUSK asked the Senate to take up, for the 
purpose of reference, Senate bills to provide for 
additional clerks in the Post-Office Department, 


and to provide for the post-office and mail service 
; in California and Oregon. i 

The motion having been agreed to, the bills were. 
referred back to the Committee on the Post-Office 
and Post Roads, 


AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION. ` 


Mr. UNDERWOOD, I rise to present the 
joint resolution of which I gave notice a few morn- 
| ings since, in order that it may lie on the table and 
be printed. Hereafter, when I shall ask its refet- 
| ence, I shall beg leave of the Senate to state the 

object I have in view in presenting it. i : 

The resolution is as follows: ` Pon 

Resolved, bythe Senate and House of Representatives of the: 
United . States of America in Congress assemblèd; That the 
following amendments to the Constitution be proposed and 
recommended to the legislatures of the sevéral States for. 
their ratification, to wit: - 

Amend the seventh section of the first article, by striking 
out the words, “ two thirds of that House,” wherever they 
occur, and insert the words, “a majority of all the menibers 
to which that House may be entitled.” 3 

Amend the first section of the second article, by inserting 
after the words, “ fourteen yearsa resident within the United 
Sutea,” the following words: © nar shall the person elected 
be eligible to that office for the succeeding. four years after 
the expiration of the term for which he was elected.’? 

Amend tbe first section of the third article, by adding 
thereto the following: “whenever a majority of all the 
members to which the Senate is entitled by law, and a like 
majority of the members of the House of Representatives, , 
shall conenr, in an address to the President, for the removal 
of any judge, his office shall be vacant from the day of. the 
delivery of sach address, and the President shail proceed to 
| fill the same in the manner prescribed by law? d 


Amend the Constitution, by the two additional 
articles, following: 

Arr. 14. The tenure of all offices, and the mode of ro~s 
moval from office, shall be regulated by law, those cases 
excepted which ary provided for in the Constitution. 

Arr. 15. Senators and Representatives shall not be cligible 
to any office, On the nomination of the President, during the 
time for which they were respectively elected. to serve in 
the Congress of the United States, and for two years next 
ensuing the expiration thereof: Provided, however, ‘The 


| 
| 


| wouN, a Senator of South Carolina, and for hisiong and dis- 


I have deemed it fit and appropriate—in view 
| of the distinguished honors which were paid to 
i the illustrious statesman on the occasion of his 
| decease, and in view of the long, illustrious, and 
unspotted service to his country, which has been 
! yéferred to by the Senator from Michigan, and 
in connection with the fact that during that public 
i service of nearly forty years he was twice called 
by the people of the United States to the second | 
| office in the Government, that of presiding officer 
of this body—that the further honor should be 
paid to his memory, when his remains are trans- 
ferred to his native State, there to mingle with the | 
soil he loved so much, that they should be at- 
tended by a committee of the Senate. In that 
view I offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, As a mark of the respect entertained by the jj 
Senate for the memory of the late Joux CALDWELL CAL- | 


tinguished service in the public councils, that his remains 
be removed, at the pleasure of his surviving family, in charge 
of the Serueant-at-Arms, and attended by a committee of |; 


the bosom of his native State; and that such committee, to | 
consist of 
Senate, who shallhave full power to carry the foregoing reso- j 
Jution into effect. 


an appropriation for repairing the dam at the head 
of Cumberland island, in the Ohio river; which 
was ordered to, lie on the table and be printed. 


On motion by Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, 


¥ iti Vidi Jailis, on the files 
Ordered, That the petition of William Wailis, e 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on the Publie 


Lands. 


RESOLUTION SUBMITTED. 


Mr. COOPER submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which lies over one day under the rules: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of modifying the act of Con- 
ress entitled “ An act reducing the duty on imports, and 
for other purposes,” approved the 30th day of July, 1846, by 
increasing the duty on iron, and sundry other articles, and 
of changing ad valorem Lo specifie duties in certain cases, 


Mr. MASON. 
word “two.” 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I move 
number be six. 

Mr. MASON. I accept the amendment in leu 
of my own motion. 

The motion to fll the blank with the number 


2 ! 
that the ; 


Mr. BUTLER. 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the Vice President be requested to com- 
municate to the Executive of the State of South Carolina 


nformation of the death of the Hon. Joun C. CALHOUN, 
ate a Senator from the said State. 


I desire to offer the following 


i 
li i 


the Senate, to the place designated for their interment in j; : 
‘ Ri ; ‘and others, of lowa; which was read a first and 


Senators, be appointed by the President of the i; 


|! 
I move to fill the blank with the | 
f 


| President may select the heads of the depariments from the 
| members of Congress: : SEE ee 
| Resolved, That when three-fourths. of.the legislatares-of 
| the several © tates shall ratify the foregoing proposed amend- 
| ments, or any one or more of them, the same, when so Yat- 
| ified, shall be valid to all-intents and purposes, as: patt of 
| the Constitution. 
The resolution was laid on the tal 
: dered to be printed. 

. BILLS ON LEAVE. 

Mr. RUSK, pursuant to notice, asked and ob- 
tained leave to introduce a bill to reduce the rates 
of postage, and for other purposes; which waa 
i read a first and second timeby its title, and refer- 
| red to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post 
| Roads. . 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, pursuant to notice, asked 
and obtained Jeave to introduce a bill to establish 


ble and oF. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| an additional land-office in the State of lowa; 


which was read a first and second time by its title, 
‘ and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
Also, a bill for the relief of Elisha Hampton 


second time by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 
DECORUM IN DEBATE. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There being no 
further morning business, the Chair claims the in- 
dulgence of the Senate to submit a few remarks in 
relation to his-own powers and duties to preserve 
order. š N 

On assuming the responsible duty as presiding 
officer of this body, I trusted that no occasion 
would arise when it would become necessary for 
the Chair to interpose to preserve order in debate. 
I could not disguise the fact that, by possibility, 
such a necessity might arise. T therefore inquired 
of some of the Senators to know what had been 
the usage on this subject, and was informed that 


i 


The resolution was adopted. i 


the general practice had been, since Mr. Calhoun 


\L GLOBE. 


THE CONGRESSI 


April 3, 


acted:as Vice’ President, not to interfere unless a 
question of order was: made by some-Seiator. 1 
was- informed that that distinguished and now là- 
mented person had declined to exercise the power 
of calling to order for words spoken in debate, on 
the ground that he had no authority. to do so. 
Some thought the rule had been since changed, 

‘and others not; but then there still seemed to bé 
adifference of opinion as to the power. Under. 
these: circumstances, though my’ opinion. was 
strongly in favor of the power, with or without 
the rule to authorize it, T thought it most: prudent 
not hastily to assume: the exercise of it, but to 
wait-until the course of events should show that it 
was necessary. It appears io me. that ‘that time 
has now arrived, and that the Senate should know 
my opinion on this subject, and the powers which, 
after mature reflection, I think are vested in the 
Chair, and thè corresponding duties which they 
impose. ‘IfI am wrong in the conclusion at which 
Thave arrived, I desire the advice of the Senate to 
correct me.. I therefore think it better to state 
them now, when there is the opportunity fora 
cool and dispassionate examination, rather than 
wait until they are called into action by some 
scene of excitement which may be unfavorable to 
dispassionate deliberation and advice; for while 
I should shrink from no responsibilities which the 
office with which I am honored imposes upon me, 
I would most scrupulously avoid the assumption 
of any power not conferred by the Constitution 
and rules of this body. 

The question then presents itself, “ Has the 
Vice President, as presiding officer of this body, 
the power to call a Senator to order for words 
spoken in debate ?”” 

The sixth rule of the Senate is in t 
words: 

‘When a member shall be called to order by the Presi- 
dent or a-Senator, he shall sit down, and every question of 
order shall be decided by the President without debate, sub- į 
ject to an appeal to the Senate ; and the President may call 
for the sense of the Senate on any question of order? 

Tt will be seen that this rule does not expressly 
confer the power of calling to order either upon 
the President or a Senator, but impliedly admits 
that power in each, and declares the consequences 
of: such call. 

‘The constitutional provisions bearing upon this 
subject.are vory brief. The first is: 

«Phe. Vice President of the United States shall be Pres- 
ident of the Senate, and shall have no vote unless they be 
equally divided,” 4 

The next is; 


“ Büch House may determine ther 
punish its memhers for disorderly b 


he following 


‘ 


tles of its proceedings, 
vhavior, ang with the 
a member”? 


consideration inthe Senate, they were amended so 
as to read as they now ‘do, namely: 

«6th. When a member shall: be’ called to order by the 
President or a Senator, he shall sit down; and every ques- 
tion of order shall be decided by the President without de- 
bate, subject to an appeal to the Senate; and the President 
may call for the sense of the ‘Senate on any question of 
order. : e 
“7th. If a member be called to order by a Senator: for 
words spoken, the exceptionable words shall immediately 
be taken down in writing, that the President may be better 
enabled to.judge of the matter.” 

Tt. will-be seen by the comparison, that the pro- 
posed rule expressly recognized the authority in 
the President to call to order, and gave an appeal 
from his decision, which the former rules did not. 

It also made a distinction between a call to order 
for words spoken by the President, and by a Sen- 
ator for words spoken, by requiring in the latter 
case that the objectionable words should be re- 
duced to writing, but not in the former. On this 
amendment, a long and interesting debate sprung 


Register of Debates, vol. 4, part 1, p. 278 to 341; 
and in this debate, though Senators differed widely | 
as to the power of the President to call to order 
without the amendment, and as to the policy of | 
adopting it, yet all seemed to conclude that, if | 
adopted, he would have less power, and the 
amendment was finally agreed to by a vote of | 
more than two to one; and thereupon it is re- | 
ported that Mr. CALHOUN, 

“The Vick PRESIDENT, then rose and said, that he took 
this Oppgrtunity to express his entire satisfaction with that 
portion of the amendment giving to Senators the right of 
appeal from the decision of the Chair, as it was not only ac- 
cording to strict principle, but would relieve the Chair from 
a most delicate duty, As tothe power conferred upon the 
Chair, it was not for him to speak, but he assured the Senate 
that he should always endeavor to exercise it with strict im- 
partiality’? | 

{t-appears to me, then, with all due respect to! 
the opinions of others, that this rule recognized the 
power to call to order in the Vice President, and, 
by implication at least, conferred that power upon 
him. 

The next question is, Does the possession of the 
power impose any duty to exercise it? 

The power, it will be seen, is conferred equally 
upon the Chair and every member of the Senate, | 
and in precisely the same language. Is the duty, | 
then, more imperative upon the President than upon 
‘any and every member of the Senate, to perform 
the unpleasant but necessary task of exercising it? 
|! There is a marked distinction between this rule 
i| and the corresponding rule of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, By the 22d rule of that body, a 
member may call to order, but it is made the im- 


concurrence of two thirds, expel 


The first clause which L have quoted, confers no 
express powers, yet the general powers and duties 
of a presiding officer, in a parliamentary debate, 
were well understood by the framers of the Con- 
stitution, and it can hardly be doubted that they 
intended to confer upon the Vice President those 
powers, and required of him the performance of 
those duties. But the power expressly conferred 
to make rules to regulate its proceedings, clearly 
conferred upon the Senate authority to make rules 
regulating the conduct of its members, including 
its presiding officer. What, then, are we to un. 
derstand from this rule? 

I have availed myself of the leisure afforded by 
the last recess, to look into the history of this rule, | 
that I: might, if possible, gather from it the intent | 
of the Senate in adopting it. I find that one of the 
first acts of this body, in 1789, was to appoint a 
committee to “* prepare a system of rules for con- 
ducting business in the Senate,” 

That committee reported a number of rules, 
which were adopted, and among the rest the two 
following: 7 

“6th. When a member shall be calle 


sit down until the President shall have 
he is in order or not. 


d to order, he shall 
determined whether 
Every question of order shall be de- 
cided by the President without debate; and if there be a 
doubt in his mind, he muy call for a sense of the Senate. 
“17th. If a member be called to order for words spoken, 
the exeeptionable words shall be immediately taken down i 
in Writing, that the President may be better enabled to judge ; 
of the matter,” 


- These rules remained the same until 1828 ; but 
in 1826, Mr. Calhoun, then Vice President, de- 
clared that, in his opinion, he had no authority to ! 
calla Senator to order fo 
In $828, the rules were r 
revision, and were repo 
ment: to these rules; b 
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| be checked, as a 


r words spoken in debate. || 


perative duty of the Speaker to do so. ‘Che words 
are: 

t Ifany member in speaking or otherwise transeresses 
| the rules of the House, the Speaker shall, or any member ' 
may, call to order,” &e. 

It is perhaps to be regretted, if the Senate de- 
sires that its presiding officer should perform this 
delicate and ungracious duty, that its rule had not 
been equally explicit with that of the House. 

The reason why Senators so seldom interfere by Í 
calling each other to order, is doubtless because | 
they fear that their motives may be misunderstood. | 
They do not like to appear as volunteers in the 
discharge of such an invidious duty. The same 
feeling must, to some extent, Operate upon the 
Chair, unless his duty be palpable. But upon 
mature reflection, I have come to the conclusion, 
though the authority be the same, yet that the 
duty may be more imperative upon the Chair than 
upon the Senate, and that if the painful necessity 
shall hereafter arise, L shall feel bound to discharge 
| my duty accordingly. 1 shall endeavor to do it 
with the utmost impartiality and respect. I know 
how difficult it is to determine what is and what. 
| is not in order, to restrain improper language, and i 

yet not abridge the freedom of debate. But all 
| must see how important it is that the first depart- 
f ure from the strict rule of parliamentary decorum 
slight attack, or even insinuation 
of a personal character, often provokes a more se- 
vere retort, which brings 
| reply, each Senator feelin 
| previous aggression. The 
so proper to interpose for the preservation of order 
as to check the first violation of it. 

Tf, in my anxiely to do this, I should sometimes 
ake a mistake, I am happy to know that the 
Senate has the remedy in its own hands, and that, 
by an appeal, my error may be corrected: without 
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out a more disorderly | 
§ a justification in the 
re is, therefore, no point 


up, which may be found in Gales and Seaton’s i 


|; and that in all cases the Senator risin 


i} or two ago, that if, on the occas 


|, and for any error of conduct that may 


|, is necessary—it is essential] 


injury to any one. Or.if Ihave wholly mistaken 
my duty in this delicate matter, the -action of the 
Senate will soon convince me of that fact, and in 
that event 1 shall cheerfully leave it to the disposi- 
tion of the Senate. But I have an undoubting 
confidence that while I am right, 1 shall be fully 
sustained., i yeas 

I trust I shall be pardoned for making one or 
two suggestions on some points of minor import- 


| ance. This body has been so long and.so justly 


distinguished for its dignity and decorum, that I 
cannot but apprehend that. some neglect on my 
part renders these remarks necessary. We ail 
know that many little irregularities may be toler- 
ated in a small body that would cause much dis- 
order ina large one. The Senate has increased 
from twenty-six to sixty members. The natural 
tendency of the increase of members is, to relax 
| the discipline—that when the strict observance of 
rules is most essential to the dignity and comfort 
of the body, it is the most difficult to enforce. 

The second rule is a very salutary one, but per- 
haps too stringent to be always observed in prac- 
tice. It reads as follows: ; ; 

“No member shall speak to another, or otherwise inter- 
rupt the business of the Senate, or read any newspaper 
while the journals or publie papers are reading, or when 
any member is speaking in any debate.?? 

Mr. Jefferson, in his Manual, (page 140,) 

which seems to be a code of common law for the 
regulation of all parliamentary debates in the coun- 
try, says that no one is to disturb another in his 
speech, &c., nor to pass between the Speaker and 
the speaking member. These are comparatively 
trifling matters, and yet the rules and law of the 
Senate would seem to require that its presiding 
officer should see them enforced. 1 trust, how- 
| ever, that it is only necessary to call attention to 
them to insure their observance by every Senator. 
But the practice seems to have grown up.of inter- 
rupting a Senator when speaking, by addressing 
him directly, instead of addressing the Chair, as 
required by the rule. 

The Manual declares that it is a breach of order 
for one member to interrupt another while speak- 
ing, unless by calling him to order, if he departs 
from it, It seems to me that the objection should 
be a very urgent one, indeed, that can justify one 
member in interrupting another while speaking, 
and that all would find it to their advantage if thise¢ 
| rule were more strictly enforced than it has been, 

g to explain 
| should address the Chair, as required by the rule, 

As presiding officer of the Senate, I feel that my 
duty consists in executing its law, as declared by 
its rules and by its practice. If these rules are too 
strict, it would be better to modify than violate 
them. But we have a common interest and feel a 
common pride in the order and dignity of this 
body, and I therefore feel that I can appeal. with 
confidence to every Senator to aid me in enforcing 
these salutary regulations. I feel it my duty to 
say thus much before proceeding to the course of 
action | have decided upon. : 

Mr. FOOTE. As an affair in which I was a 
participant. has been alluded to in a manner satis- 
factory to myself, if not to other Senators, I beg 
| Jeave to state now, what I intended to state a day 
ion referred to, T 
nything that this 
would consider as 
pectful to it in its corporate capacity, I avow 
the most profound regret for having done so, and 
| I trust the Senate will make due allowance for the 
| natoral infirmities to which we are all subject, 
have arisen 


| either by word or deed did a 
| Senate, as a legislative body, 
| disres 


at the moment. 

Mr. KING. I have listened with great atten- 
tion to the statement of the presiding officer, and 
| entirely concur in the views he expresses of the 
| rights and duties appertaining to that position. It 
y necessary, that those 
duties should be strictly performed by the Vice 
President, or any other presiding officer whom the 
Senate may select in his absence. They should 
feel it to be their imperative duty to enforce order, 
to protect persons in debate, and put down every 
species of disorder. I hope, therefore, ‘that we 
ay have this statement placed on the Journal, as 
guide to other presiding officers, and I move that 
be placed there, if it meets, as Í trust it will, the 
ll approbation of the Senate. 

The motion to enter the Vice President’s state- 
ment on the Journal was agreed to unanimously. - 
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-Mr. BRADBURY, I move thatthe remarks 
which have just been ordered to be entered on*the 
Journal of the Senate, be printed, that. they may 
be accessible, and bound up with other documents, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion goes 
to the Printing Committee. 

_ Several Senators. Oh, let the vote be taken on 
it at once. ` . 
The motion. to print was agreed to. 


MR. BELL’S RESOLUTIONS. 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the series of resolutions, some time since submit- 
ted by Mr. Berr, which Mr. Foors moved to 
refer to a select committee of thirteen. 

Mr. BALDWIN resumed and concluded the 
speech which he commenced some days ago. [His 
speech will be found in the Appendix.] 

Mr. UNDERWOOD proceeded to address the 
Senate in reply to some remarks of the Senator 
from Connecticut, and without concluding, gave 
way to 

Mr. HALE, who said: I wish to suggest to the 
Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. Davis,] that if he 
desires to move an early day for the Senate to go 
into Executive session, this is the moment to do it. 

Mr. DAVIS, (of Mississippi.) If it is agree- 
able to the Senate, I propose, then, that we have 
an. Executive session to-morrow, after the close 
of the remarks of the Senator from Kentucky, 
[Mr. Unverwoon,] if he shall desire to conclude. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I rise for the purpose 
of: saying, that nothing I have to say will inter- 
fere at all with the ordinary business of the Sen- 
ate. I will not speak at all to-morrow, but con- 
clude just. here, if the public business shall go on. 

Mr. DAVIS. I have no desire to interfere with 
the Senator, and I merely desire an Executive 
session after he shall close his remarks. I hope 
he will go on to therfull extent he may propose, 
for I should like to hear a great deal more of the 
same kind of talk he has given us to-day. 

Mr. HALE. This is what I desire. I have 
ever been anxious to hear a defence of slavery on 
this ground, from a gentleman from a slave State, 
and I hope he will go on as long as his strength 
holds. I move the Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. FOOTE. Will the Senator withdraw that 
motion for a moment? j 

Mr. HALE. Certainly, if you will renew it. 

Mr. FOOTE. I desire to suggest, that to-mor- 
row, after the Senator from Kentucky shall have 
closed his remarks, and after the Executive ses- 
sion, if no other Senator desires to. be heard on 
this particular motion, I should like to have the 
committee raised, if it could beso. F trust, at any 
rate, Senators will permit the vote to be taken to- 
morrow, or next day at furthest. I do not wish 
to manifest undue uneasiness or eafhestness on the 
subject; but I am extremely anxious that the Sen- 
ate should come at once to a vote on my motion. 


REMOVALS FROM OFFICE. 


Mr. BRADBURY. I desire to say, that it is 
my purpose, on the day after to-morrow, to call 
up the resolution submitted by me, (in relation to 
removals from office,) and obtain a vote on it, if 
possible. [havea few remarks to submit, and 
then I hope it will be convenient for the Senate to 
come to a vote upon it. 

And then the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, April 4, 1850, 


t 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. į 


THE GALPHIN CLAIM. 
The SPEAKER announced the following mem- 


bers as composing the committee ordered yester- | 


day to be appointed, on the request of the Secre- 

- tary of War, for an investigation into his conduct 
in ‘relation to the claim of the representatives of 
George Galphin: 

Mr. NEI 
of Massachusetts; Mr. Fearnersron of Missis- 
sippi; Mr. Gentry of Tennessee; Mr. Disney 
of Ohio; Mr. Kine of New Jersey; Mr. McLan- 


auan of Pennsylvania; Mr. Conran of Louisiana; 


Mr. Jackson, of Georgia. ‘ 
an STRONG, from the Committee on Elec- 
tions, asked the unanimous consent of the House 
t ke two reports. Lene 

The SPEAKER said if there was- no. objection 


the reports would be received. 


Burr of South Carolina; Mr. GRINNELL || 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, rose not, he 
said, to make objection to the reception of these 
reports, but to inquire of the Speaker what was. 
the reason that the committees were not called for 
reports? : 

The SPEAKER said he would state, in answer 
to the inquiry of the gentleman from Mississippi, 
[Mr. THompson,] that the reason why the com- 
mittees were not called for reports, during the 
morning hour, was, that several reports of com- 
mittees had recently been made, which had given 
rise to extensive debate, in which, day after day, 
the morning hour had been consumed. 

No objection having been made— 

Mr. STRONG made the following reports: 

A report from the Committee on Elections, on 
the application of Hugh N. Smith, esquire, to be 
admitted as a delegate from New Mexico, accom- 
panied by the following resolution: 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient to admit Hugh N. Smith, 
esquire, to a seat in this House, as a delegateifrom New 
Mexico. ” 

Also, a report from the Committee on Elec- 
tions, on the application of Almón W. Babbit, 
esquire, to be admitted as a delegate from the'State 
of Deseret, accompanied by the following reso- 

ution: 


„Resolved, That it is inexpedient to admit Almon W. Bab- 
bit, esquire, to a seat in this House, as a delegate from the 
alleged State of Deseret. 


On motion by Mr. STRONG, the reports were 
ordered to be printed, and were made the special 
order of the day for the 29th of the present month. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, said that he held 
in his hand a report which he desired to present, 
though it was of no great consequence; but not 
having been in his seat at the moment the Com- 
mittee on Commerce was last called, he would ask 
the unanimous consent of the House now to pre- 
sent the report 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, said that he 
should not object to the reception of this particu- 
lar report, but he gave notice that hereafter he 
should object to the reception of reports out of 
order, until the committees were regularly called. 

The SPEAKER inquired if there was any ob- 
jection to the report being made. 

Mr. JONES called for the regular order of busi- 
| ness. 

The SPEAKER announced the regular order of 
business to be the motion of the gentleman from 
| Tennessee, [Mr. Sranron,] to reconsider the vote 
| by which the joint resolution, heretofore reported 
from the Committee on Naval Affairs, in relation 
to the purchase of water-rotted hemp for the use 
of the navy, had been referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and on 
that motion the previous question had been de- 
manded. 

Mr. BOWLIN took the floor. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, asked the gen- 
tleman from Missouri [Mr. Bowi] to yield fora 
moment, to allow him (Mr. S.) to correct a state- 
ment made by him in the remarks he had sub- 
mitted yesterday. 

Mr. BOWLIN said he would yield the floor. 

The SPEAKER said he would state to the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Sranron,] and to 
the gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. Bow11n,] that 
the previous question having been demanded, it 
was not in order for the gentleman from Missouri 
to make any remarks, nor to yield the floor to the 
gentleman from Tennessee for a similar purpose. 

Mr. BOWLIN said, he hoped the previous 
question would be withdrawn, that he might have 
an opportunity of submitting a few remarks. 

Mr. JONES now withdrew the objection he 
had made to the reception of the report of the 
gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. McLane.] 

Mr. McLANE was about to make the report, 

When further objection was made., 


AMERICAN WATER-ROTTED HEMP. 


The SPEAKER announced the unfinished busi- 
ness of the morning hour, being the motion of the 
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Sranron] to re- 
consider the vote by which the resolution report- 
ed from the Committee on Naval Affairs, in rela- 
tion to the purchase of water-rotted hemp, for the 
use of the navy, with the amendment, had been 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

And the pending question was on the demand 
for the previous question. i 


Mr. BOWLIN and-other gentlemen having, ape 
pealed to the gentleman. from Ohios [Mr. CART» 
TER,] who moved the previous question, to -with- 
draw. it, ‘ : tee a 
Mr. C. finally consented: to do-so, expressing: 
the hope, that some other gentleman would: heres 
after renew it, ©- : eae 
Mr. BOWLIN then resumed the. floor, but 
yielded, for purposes of explanation, to: m4 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, who-said that 
he desired to correct a mistake into which he-had 
inadvertently fallen yesterday, in relation. to the: 
amount of hemp raised in the United Stated.: 
From subsequent examination, he found that he. 
had estimated the amount much too high. . He: 
had been led into the mistake by the amount of 
hemp and flax raised in the year 1840, as set forth 
in the census tables. Upon reference io. the re~ 
port of the Commissioner of Patents, he (Mr. 8.) 
found that in the year 1844 the amount of hemp. 
was set down in the neighborhood of forty thou- 
sand tons. Last year the amount was set down 
ata much smaller figure. He supposed that.a 
fair estimate now would be forty or fifty thousand: 
tons, and the amount of six hundred tons would: 
bea little over one per cent., instead of the amount: 
he had stated yesterday. i 

Mr. BOWLIN said the resolution before: the; 
House had now assumed the worst possible form, 
If the Committee on Naval Affairs had directed 
their attention to framing a resolation ag odious as 
they knew how, and as injurious to the farming 
interests of the country, they could not have ace 
complished it more effectually than by the resold- 
tion in the form in, which it was now presented to 
the House; and though the resistance of those 
gentlemen who represented the hemp-growing in- 
terest might seem somewhat troublesome to the. 
House, he hoped they would be excused when 
the amount of the interests involved was consid- 
ered, and when it was remembered, furthermore, 
that he, and gentlemen with whom he acted, were. 
thrown entirely on the defensive in behalf of the: 
farmers who were at home attending to their own. 
business, against those who were attending upon 
the halls of Congress, and electioneering year’ 
after year to carry a monopoly of the supply of 
hemp for the use of the navy over the heads of the 
farmers. Under these circumstances, he trusted 
the House would excuse him for consuming a few’ 
moments in answering some of the positions yes- 
terday assumed hy the honorable gentleman from 


Tennessee, [Mir. Stanron.] f f 
But before he proceeded to. this, he-proposed. for. 

a few momefits to invite the attention of the House: 

to the report of the Secretary of the Navy, relative.’ 


to this question. He did not understand precisely 
what influence this Administration exercised in 
this House; but it did appear to him, that if there 
were ever a case presented, in which the recom+ 
mendations of the executive officer having charge ` 
of the department interested, had been treated with 
the utmost contempt by a committee of this House, 
it was the case now presented. No respect was 
paid in this case to the recommendation of the 
executive officer as to what would be the require- 
ment of the navy, and what was the best mode 
of supplying that requirement. He thought he 
should be able to show that Mr. Billings, as far as 
this contract was concerned, was the Secretary óf 
the Navy de facto, and that the House were asked 
to legislate upon his views as to what the interests 
of the navy required, and. utterly to disregard the 
opinions and recommendations of the head-of the 
Naval Department. ieee 

He wished the House more distinctly to unders 
stand this question. He knew that it would never 
receive the sanction of this body, if it wereunder- 
stood, as gentlemen who acted with him were 
here representing the interests of thè: men who 
raised the hemp, against the efforts of those who 
claimed to stand between’ the.grower and the con- 
sumer, and who reaped a large share of profits off 
of the farmers. That was the position which 
they occupied. He desired that this thing should. 
be looked into, from its foundation. The farmers, 
whom they represented here, had never hung 
around the halls of Congress, begging their aid 
and influence in. this matter. They had never 
come to ask the peculiar attention of Congress, or 
to attempt to induce Congress to take such legis- 
Jation as would promote their interests, to the 


injury of other great interests. ‘They scorned 
any such effort. They desired that the market 
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should be thrawsapen:to- the: competition ofall, 
and they: were willing. to take thew chances... 

i -Whai then,-had: produced these great difeal 
ties >. - They had begun.in 1840, and had been. in- 
creasing since that time. They had begun ‘as 
saamas the western: States became. hemp: growing 


States—as_ soon as hemp became one of the great } 


staples of the country:~.Phey-had originated inthe 
influence and efforts of persons whe said to the 
Nawal Committee of Congréss, and to the Secre- 
tary of the: Navy, that.it-was for the interest of 
the: farmers that they should be placed between: 
the’farmér and the Government, to reap fifty-or 
one hundred: per cent. profit on the sale; tothe 
Government, of the hemp produced by: the farmer. 
The difficulties. had. begun. by persons visiting and- 
remaining. around the halls of Congress, under the 
vague: pretence of teaching them. what the inter- 
aats.of the country and of the navy,as well as the 
encouragement and protection of this great staple 
required. Under the influence of this kind of 
electioneering, resolution after resolution had been 
passed by Congress, from time to time, and now 
this resolution was attempted to be passed, which 
struck a heavier blow upon the hemp-growing 
interests than any which had preceded it. He 
alluded to the character of those resolutions, ex- 
plaining particularly the provisions of the last res- 
olution, and the action of the Secretary of the 
Navy-under it, out of which this claim of Bil- 
lings: arises. The resolution had authorized the 
Secretary to contract for hemp, for the supply. of 
the navy for five years, or not, «s he saw fit. He 
had advertised for bids, reserving to himself the 
right-of decision, whether he would give out the 
contracis at all, or not. Under such an advertise- 
ment, several bids had been received, and among 
them that.of Billings, who bid forall the hemp the 
navy might require for five years.. The Secretary 
ofthe Navy, acting upon his responsibility as a 
public officer, had repudiated that bid upon two 
grounds-—first, because of its illegality in point of 
form; and second, in the exercise of his discretion, 
according to the terms of his proposals. Ele had 
full authority to do so under the terms of his ad- 
verlisement, and under the resolution of Congress. 

IMr McLANE interposing, (and the floor being 
yictded,) said he wished to know whether the 
effect of repudiating-the claim of Billings would 
be tu.leave the’ subject open, fully, absolutely, or 
whether it would allow somebody else to come in 
and claim the contract? ; 

Mr. BOWLEN replied that they wanted to leave 
it open entirely—to wipe out every resolution 
which had crippled them, and give the farmers the 
benefit of an open market. 

He now invoked attention for amoment to the 
report of the Secretary of the Navy. Though he 
differed with the Secretary politically, and did not 
intend tostand here ns his defender, yet he thought 
his opinions, relative to a question involving the 
interests of the department over which he had 
been called to preside, entitled to at least some re- 
spect. The Secretary of the Navy in his report, 
said: 

“Under the authority vested in the department by the 
resolution, had there been no objection to the legality 
ol the bids themselves, it would have decline! entering 
into. contract for the supely necessary for the next five 
years, as the result of such contract, if made, would have 
Been Lo Greate an absolate monopoly, ia the bands of a 
single individual or an p¢iation, of the entire simply or 
water-rotted hemp for the navy, to the exclusion of the 
fariners and growers, for whose benefit the resolution was 
obviously intended.” 

ìt had been suggested to him, that:the inquiry 
of the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. McLane} 
involved a question which needed a clearer ex pla- 
nation. He would give it to the gentleman. What 
they wanted was simply this: since hemp had be- 
come a staple in this country, there had been con- 
stant efforts by specnlators to get resolutions 
passed by Congress, forcing the department to 
contract for the supplies of hemp it needed, for 
long perinds of time, changing thereby the ordinary 
course of contracts. What they wanted was to 
wipe out all these resolutions at once, to get back 
again to the former state of things, and provide 
that hemp should be purchased within a limited 
pricein open market, wherever it could be obtained, 
and that it should be purchased by the agents of 
the navy, who now had nothing to do—whose 
offices had become mere sinecures. 

Mr. McLANt inquired if the gentleman un- 
derstood, if-these -resolutions were rejected, that | 
these agents could: purchase in full competition | 


with the merchanis.and ship-builders of the United 
States, and that the -Governmeént would have no 
monopoly. in-the matter? Seii 
-Mr.: BOWLIN replied, no,:there- would be. 
no monopoly on the part of the Government; but 
itavould purchase in open market, in fair competi- 
tion: that. was exactly what he desired. There 
wasa mistaken idea floating about this Hall, that 


| the:opposition to.this resolution was got up to bene- 


fit certain other bidders than Billings. He had no 
personal objections to- Mr. Billings, but- would as 
soon-see him have the contract, ifsuch contract. was 
to be given out, as Todd and Crittenden, for whose 
benefitit was said all this affair was going on ih the 
Hall. Toddand Crittenden had nothing more to do 
with it than the man in the moon. If this resolu- 
tion were rejected, Todd and- Crittenden would 
stand side by side with.the farmers of Missouri, 
and those farmers could sell no more hemp than 
this firm, or other individuals, unless they fur- 
nished a better article, or at cheaper rates. It 
was a great mistake that this movement was in- 
tended to allow the Secretary of the Navy to bene- 
fit. his favorites—their measures did not look to 
that end. A free trade aud an open market, in 
the most enlarged sense of the term, was pre- 
cisely the ground on which they stood. They 
wanted to take their chance an equal terms with 
cotton and tobacco, unerippled with any of these 
monopolizing contracts. 

He would now read a sentence from the speech 
of the honorable gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
SranTon] yesterday, and he would remark that 
he subscribed to the sentiment—to every word 
and letter—but not to the conclusion which the 
gentleman drew from it: 


© The only considerasions which should govern the action 
of the House, in its decisiou upon this question, ought to be, 
in the first place, to procure American bemp, if it could be 


procured; in the second place, to secure the interest of the ` 


Government by every regulation which was calculated to 
secure 1L? 

To that he said amen. But he put itto the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee, in all candor and frank- 
ness, whether, if Mr. Billings had been at home 
attending to his business, as the farmers of the 
West were, it would ever have entered into the 
conceptions of the Committee on Naval Affairs 
to have given him a monopoly over, the farmers’ 
heads for five years. , 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, in reply to the 
question which thé gentleman from Missouri had 
put directly to him, ‘ whether the committee, in 
‘the event that Mr. Billings had remained at home, 
t would have thought of giving him the monopoly 
‘in this matter,” would simply state, that if Mr. 


| Billings had not been a bidder, under the condi- 


tious prescribed by the Navy Department—if he 
had not been the lowest bidder—if he had not Gin 
their judgment) been fairly, justly, honorably, en- 
titled to the contract—the committee never would 
have thought of proposing this provision for his 
benefit. 

And again: the Naval Committee would not 


- 


i have done it even under these circumstances, if 


they had not believed that the interests of the Gov- 


! ernment would be secured, from the fact which 


was clearly, distinctly placed before the com- 
mittee, that the process used by Mr. Billings, in 
the preparation of the hemp, made an article su- 


perior to any foreign or American hemp that had | 


ever before been furnished to this Government, as 
had been abundantly proved by tests. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, desired to ask 
the gentleman from Tennessee, a simple question, 
viz: whether there was any proof, official or oth- 
erwise, independent of the declaration of Mr. 
Billings, that his hemp was superior, or that he 
was capable of making a superior quality of 
water-rotied hemp, to that which the farmers of 
Kentucky, and of other States, could produce? 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, said he would 
state in reply, that this was a mere ‘technicality. 
It was true that Mr. Billings’s name was not men- 
tioned in the report, but it was clearly known to 
the corsmittee—independently of tire testimony of 
Billings—that the hemp which had stood the high- 
est test was that prepared by his process. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. How do you 
know that? 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I know it 
from other gentlemen besides Mr. Billings, and it 
was a question about which there was no doubt 
with the committee~about which they were per- 
fectly satisfied. : 


Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, said that the 
hen) which had stood the highest ‘test at St. 
Louis was prepared by a company. called. the 
American Hemp Company, and not. by Mr. Bil- 
lings. 3 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, had only. to 
say in regard to the doubt that had been attempted 
to be thrown upon the question of the test.of the 
hemp prepared: by Mr. Billings, it was altogether 
the result of the moment, and it was a mere tech- 
nicality, and without a particle of justice. The 
thing had never been doubted before; it could be 
established by the affidavits of one hundred wit- 
nesses, if necessary. 

Mr. BOWLIN resumed, and recurring to the 
extract he had read from Mr. Srawrow, of Ten- 
nessee; repeated that it embodied precisely the 
doctrine for which he (Mr. B.) had been contend- 
ing since he had first taised his voice on this ques- 
tion; but-he disagreed entirely with the gentleman 
in the conclusion to which he had come. He re- 
peated the question which the gentleman from 
‘Tennessee had partially answered, and he addressed 
it to every member of the House, whether he be- 
lieved that if Mr. Billings had not been here about 
the halls of Congress from year to year, attend- 
ing upon the members, it would ever have entered 
into the head of any one to give a monopoly of 
this contract into his (Mr. Billings’s] hands? The 
gentleman from Tennessee had said that the in- 
terests of the Government should be first con- 
sulted, and next to that the interests of the hemp- 
grower should be protected and encouraged; and 
yet he proposed to give Mr. Billings a monopoly 
for five years, and oblige the farmers to sell to him 
their products at whatever price he saw fit to pay. 

It was said that Mr. Billings made the best 
hemp. Why, he would eternally make the best 
hemp if they gave him the furnishing of all the sup- 
plies, and left the farmers altogether unaided, un- 
protected by their system of legislation. But if 
they opened the door; and gave the farmers an 
equal chance in the market, he (Mr. B.) under- 
took to say they would produce hemp of an equal 
“quality. 

Now, in connection with the proposition to 
compel the Secretary of the Navy to take a con- 
tract of Billings for three hundred tons, was the 
proposition to raise the test from four thousand 
two hundred to four thousund four hundred. The 
gentleman from Tennessee had said that he had 
seen the Secretary of the Navy upon this point, 
and that the Secretary approved the proposition. 
So had he (Mr. B.) seen the Secretary of the Navy, 
and had asked him if such a test was required, 
The Secretary had told him no; that the present 
test was abundantly sufficient for all the purposes 
of the navy; ang that he did not require or demand 
any such increase of test, 

But why. was this increase of test proposed? 
Our farmers were about to be plundered—he used 
strong terms—they were about to be delivered 
over, bound hand and foot, to the tender mercies 
of the speculators. Why was this increase of test 
proposed? It was known to Billings, and to the 
House, and the country, that the farmers of the 
West could bring up their hemp to the test re~- 
quired by the navy, and by the other Governments 
of the civilized world. This Billings, having all 
his implements already prepared, could perhaps 
make a little better article for the first year, and it 
was his effort to secure a monopoly, and drive out 
all competition for. five years, hoping thereby to 
secure a monopoly forever. Whence came this 
idea of an increased test? From the Secretary of 
the Navy? No; he utterly repudiated it. It 
came from the Secretary of the Navy de facto— 
from Billings, the gentleman who set up his opin- 
ion to be legislated upon by Congress, for the ben- 
efit of the American navy. 

Mr. McLANE again interposing, (and Mr. B. 
yielding,) said he felt as much interest in the sub- 
ject as the gentleman from Missouri could feel. 
He had not, however, the same confidence in 
his own information and judgment as he had in 
the information and judgment of that gentleman. 
He desired, therefore, a more explicit answer, to 
the inquiry he had before put to the gentleman. 
He understood very well that the resolution rè- 
ported by the Naval Committee had for its object 
to confirm, to a certain extent, the contract of 
Billings. He himself entertained an insuperable 
objection to: this House attempting to-put itself in 
the attitude of contractor for the navy; he could, 
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therefore, under no consideration, support the reso- | 


lution. But the general interests of the country; 
_ the ship-building and 
tained even a stronger interest. in. the resolution 
than the hemp interest, reported by the gentleman 
from Missouri and other gentlemen. “Now, he 
wanted to understand from the gentleman from 
Missouri whether his opposition fo the resolution 
was a simple opposition to Billings, and whether 
the contest was simply a contest between Bil- 
lings and some other contractor? or whether his 
purpose was to prevent this system of contracts 
for the supply of the navy fora series of years, 
and to put the navy, where the commercial men 
of the country were—to oblige the Secretary of 
the Navy to buy hemp in open market as the ship- 
builders did? He wanted to know precisely the 
object to which the gentleman was directing his 
attention, and the attention of the House. 

Mr. BOWLIN replied that he was in favor of 
the open market system certainly—that was what 
he could accomplish if he would; but, secondly, 
if the House determined to maintain the contract 
system, he did not want them to manufacture it 
into a four year’s monopoly. He was in favor of 
the open market system certainly, and he con- 
curred in opinion with the Secretary of the Navy, 
that under that system sufficient quantities of hemp 
could be procured for the use of the navy from 
the farmers of the West, of a quality superior to 
that of foreign hemp. He would read another 
extract from the report of the Secretary on this 
point: 

“The opinion is entertained, that if the Government will 
make known its willingness and determination to purchase 
American water-rotted hemp alone, if it can be procured 
ata price not exceeding the average price paid for the last 
five years for foreign hemp, quantities adequate to the wants 
of the navy, and of a quility superior to the foreign hemp, 
would be prepared and offered by the farmers of the West, 
atsuch points as would suit the convenience of the Goy- 
ernment,” 

He concurred fully in the views of the Secretary 
of the Navy here expressed. But if the House 
were determined to continue the contract system, 
let them maintain it as they did for other supplies— 
let contracts be made for the amount required at 
the time, and let them not give a running contract 
for a series of years, which would have the effect 
to hold in vassalage the producers during that 
series of years, and forever shut them out of the 
market. He thought the gentleman from Mary- 
land would understand him now. The Govern- 
ment} now had hemp agencies at St. Louis and 
Louisville, and the agents had nothing in the world 
to do but to receive the hemp from Billings, who 
stood between the producer and the agent of the 
Government. 

Some further conversation occurred between 
‘Mr. McLANE and Mr. BOWLIN, in which 

Mr. McLANE, seemingly not entirely satisfied 
with Mr. B.’s explanation, proceeded to say, that 
df the gentleman from Missouri meant by free 
trade and an open market a privilege on the 
part of the Secretary of the Navy to take his 
agents, without making known to the country, 
what where the wants of the Navy, and go and buy 
of his favorite traders what he wanted, he (Mr. 
McL.) repudiated such free trade. But if the 
gentleman’s plan was, that the Secretary of. the 
Navy, when a certain quantity of hemp was 
wanted for the navy, should advertise for that 
quantity, and invite bids for that quantity, he con- 
curred with that gentleman. This was free trade 
and an open market. Any other system would 
inevitably lead to corruption. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, (in his seat,) 
said that was just what the Secretary of the Navy 
had done. But he would not take the bids now 
that he had got them. 

Mr. McLANE replied that he would leave 
these contracts with the Secretary of the Navy. 
The Secretary ought ‘to have the authority to 
reject these bids, and the Elouse should not un- 
dertake to come in between the bidders and the 
Secretary. It would tequire a very strong case— 
the facts should be clear to justify the House in 
interposing ` . 

Mr. BOWLIN went on to condemn this mode 
of coercing the Secretary of the Navy into com- 
pliance with a contract, which he regarded as in- 
consistent with the interests of the country, by 
-means of resolutions. He inquired who it was 
that came here and asked for the resolution now 
asked to be reconsidered? The growers of the 
hemp did not ask it. He insisted that as the Sec- 


shipping interests, énter- | 


| ject. 


retary of the Navy had: power to make or teject 
this contract, it was proper that the matter should 
be left in his hands. The Secretary had, in this 
case, repudiated the contract; and now a resolution 


| Was reported, sternly commanding him to. enter 


into this contract with Billings. The propriety of 
adopting this resolution was advocated on the 
ground of precedent; but he denied the applicabil- 
ity of any former action of Congress to this case. 
Here a proposition is made to give a contract for 
a number of years to come, and the contractor 
comes here to compel the Secretary to accede to 
his wishes. . 

Mr. TIOUSTON (Mr. Bowi yielding the floor 
for the purpose) desired to ask a question. He 
had been absent from his seat, and had not had 
an opportunity to hear the discussions on the sub- 
He desired to ask the gentleman from Mis- 
souri what reasons had been urged by the Secre- 
tary of the Navy for his refusal to comply with 
this contract with Billings? : 

Mr. BOWLIN (resuming) replied, that, the rea- 
sons were fully stated in the report of ‘the Secre- 
tary. They were, in the first place, that the man- 
ner: of putting in for the contract, on the part of 
the contractor, was illegal; and in the second place, 
that he was invested with authority, under the 
resolution of Congress, to accept or reject the con- 
tract according to his discretion. These were the 
two reasons assigned by him in his report. 

Mr. B. went on to state that the farmers of the 
hemp-growing region understood their own inter- 
ests, and would not be found disposed to give the 
monopoly of their great staple to any single indi- 
vidual. They well know that if their hemp was 
to be bought up for the use of Government, by 
this self-constituted agent, the amount made by 
his speculation would be so much deducted from 
their proper profits. 

He did not intend to set himself up to defend 
the Secretary of the Navy. He approved of his 
notions of free trade in reference to this staple; 
but he expressed his astonishment that the Whig 
portion of the naval committee should have been 
so ready to throw contempt on their own Secre- 
tary of the Navy. He could never be guilty of 
such an act; and he was astonished to hear the 
gentleman from Ohio, and the gentleman from 
New York, standing forth as,peculiarly assiduous 
in advocating the passage of this resolution, which 
overrides, and controls, and coerces the Secretary 
of the Navy. He was surprised to see that the 
Secretary had so few defenders on this floor. 
This appeared to him to be very strange. He 
asked what particular interest there could be which 
was at stake—what interest had the North which 
led the gentleman from the city of New York to 
treat the decision of the Secretary of the Navy 
with contempt? The history of the Government 
would not produce a similar instance of a con- 
tractor who, because his contract, was not re- 
ceived, had come to this House to cast reproach 
on the conduct of the officer who had refused to 
contract with-him, as was done by the resolution 
now before the House. 

Mr. STANTON made some explanation. 

Mr. BOWLIN then adverted to the odious prac- 
tice which had sprung up of persons who were 
seeking for contracts, lounging about the halls of 
Congress to further their own speculative objects, 
He wanted to see something likean end of this prac- 
tice. The hemp-growers wanted to see a tirne when 
they could come with their production into market, 
to meet only an open and a fair competition. The 
effect of this resolution would be to drive the pro- 
ducer out of market, and to perpetuate a system 
by which speculative individuals can obtain a mo- 
nopoly, which they may use to the injury of those 
of our fellow citizens who are too much engaged 
in planting and cultivating this staple, to-find time 
to attend here for the purpose of hunting up con- 
tracts, Th?s hanging about Congress, and hunting 
members from room to room, in search of contracts, 
had become as much a profession as that of the law 
or of medicine. We may look on, and regret that 
this should be the case, and it is not in our power 
to prevent it. . 

He regarded the duty of making these contracts 
as properly assigned to the department at the other 
end of theavenue. We ought to bave sufficient 
confidence in their fidelity and discretion to induce 
us to discourage attempts to obtain the interfer- 
ence of Congress whenever a contractor is disap- 
pointed. He trusted the time of Congress could 


be: more profitably employed: thai in deciding the 
question whether: this or -that-man:should supply. 
the: wood required for our fuel; andso dp refer. 
ence to any other contract... Fle-hoped,the House 
would not be induced to sanction an y-efforr which 
might be made to take the’ business of making our 
contracts out of the hands of those oflicers of the 
Government:to.whom-it-had: been confided: : 

The SPEAKER. now-announced the expiration 
of the allotted hour, and gave the floor toe. 

Mr. SACKETT, who called: for the reading of 
the resolution. bean : 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, rose .to inquire 
whether the morning hour had not expired? : 

The SPEAKER said it had expired. <> 4 

A brief conversation followed ona point of or- 
der between Mr. Jonnson and the SPEAKER, 

Mr. JOHNSON moved that the House resolve 
inself into Committee of the. Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. SACKETT claimed the floor, and said 
that he did not yield it to the gentleman from- Ar- 
kansas [Mr. Jounson] to make that motion... 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, inquired of 
the Speaker whether the time, during-which the 
sabat had been going on to-day ,.was the morning 
hour? ce F 

The SPEAKER assented. Donne aided 

Mr. THOMPSON. Has the moming: hour 
expired ? wiy H 

The SPEAKER. | lt has expired. : 

Mr. THOMPSON. Then I submit to the 
Chair that, as the morning hour has expired, it ia 
the right of any member to call. for the regular 
order of business, which is, the consideration of 
business on the Speaker’s table, whether. any gen- 
tleman has the floor or not. 

The SPEAKER said, he would dispose of the 
question of order. He was understood (though 
turning toward Mr. T. he was doubtfully heard 
on the left of the Chair) to refer to a decision 
which he had made on the same point some time 
since. At the expiration of the morning hour, (the 
Speaker said) it was in order for any member, 
whether the floor was held by anather.member or 
not, to claim it for the purpose-of moving that the 
House proceed to the business upon the Speaker’s 
table, and to the orders of the day. But a gentle- 
man could not take the floor from another member 
for any other purpose; and in the opinion of the 
Chair, even that could not be done if the member 
held the floor at the time upon a privileged ques- 
tion; and a motion to reconsider, ‘being a motion 
of that character, was in order during: the morn- 
ing hour as well as any other portion of the:day. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi: “I desireto 
put one question to the. Chair.: Ir I 'now:call for 
the regular order of business, will not the subject 
now under debate pass over, and will not the 
House proceed to the consideration of business on 
the Speaker’s table? 

The SPEAKER said, that motion would be in 
order, if any other than a privileged question were 
pending; but being a privileged question, the.mo- 
tion could not be entertained so long as another 
gentleman was on the floor. 

Mr. SACKETT then called for the reading of 
the resolution; which was read. 

Mr. S. then proceeded to say, that it was well, 
in examining a proposition of this kind, to inquire 
how it came here? Who were the men who had 
been the moving, operating causes of the intro- 
duction of the resolution? Did not the Secretary 
of the Navy require it? Had he asked that such 
a proposition should be adopted? dt had. been 
said, that Mr. Billings had nothing in particular 
to do with the matler—that it was for the benefit 
of the navy. How so? Had the navy required 
it? He understood it to be in direct opposition to 
the decision of the Navy. Department, and to 
what that department regarded as the best inter- 
ests of the navy. It amounted simply to this, 
that a contractor, or a man who had made a prop- 
osition for a contract, under a: resolution or law 
previously existing, and whose proposition had 
been rejected, came here, and asked this House. to 
override the decision of the department. having 
legitimate charge of the matter, and to force it to 
take.a contract substantially the same as that 
which the department had rejected. Now, the 
Committee on Naval Affairs had reported in favor 
of giving this individual the contract, not for the 
whole amount of hemp required by the navy, but 
for a portion of it. That was extraordinary. Did 
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not ‘gentlemen know that an individual, having a 
contract fora major portion-of the article, could 
control the whole business, precisely as if he had 
the whole amount of the contract—that it would 
place'a monopolizing power in. the hands of the 
contractor, as much as if he had contracted for.the 
whole supply? : : 

“What -weré the facts. of the: case? There 
wasa large agricultural ‘interest involved. in this 
question: » Had-that interest called for the passage 
of the. resolution? ‘The simple answer - to«this 
question was, that this great agricultural. interest 
was opposed to-the adoption of the: resolution. 
That interest. was capable of supplying’ the wants 
of the navy, and: if this ‘resolution. passed, that 
interest would-be- under: the. control of. this con- 
tractor. The navy required six hundred tons, and 
the contractor; to whom- three hundred tons were 
awarded, would monopolize the business precisely 
as if'he had the contract for the whole. 

What interest was there, then, promoting the 
passage of this resolution? The agricultural inter- 
est was opposed to it, and the other great interest 
which was to be cared for—that was to say, the 
navy—was also opposed to it. Whence, then, did 
the resolution come? Why was it here? The 
Representatives of both the interests to be affected 
by the resolution stood hére opposed to its adop- 
tion, and- yet its passage was pressed upon the 
House as if some great interest. was really to be 

romoted by it. He could not understand this. 
Fre could not see the propriety of the proposition. 
The hemp-growing interest, and the navy, and 
every one having any interest in the matter, ex- 
cept those who were in favor of giving Mr. Billngs 
this contract, wege opposed to the resolution. 
Yet Mr, Billings attempted to force it upon the 
House, that. he might secure a monopoly to him- 
self.) ‘This was the settled project, and he (Mr. S.) 
hoped the House would reject it. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, obtained the floor, 
but yielded to 

Mr. RICHARDSON, who moved that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. . 
` The question was taken, and by ayes 70, noes 
63, was decided in the affirmative. 


: S CALIFORNIA., 


; So -the. House again resolved itself into Com- 
mittee ‘of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and resumed the consideration of the California 
question. : 

Mr. GREEN was entitled to the floor, and ad- 
dressed the committee during his hour, on the 
slave question, [Mr. G.’s speech will be found in 
the Appendix.] 

Mr. G. having concluded— 

Mr. SPAULDING followed in a speech in favor 
of the admission of California into the Union, and 
in vindication of the policy of General Taylor’s 
administration, [See Appendix for his speech} 

Mr. S. having concluded, 

The CHAIRMAN gave the floor to 

Mr. WALLACE, who yielded to a motion that 
the committee rise. 

The motion having been agreed to, 

The committee rose, and the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 


presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees: 


By Mt. McDONALD: The petition of Benjamin F. Cole 
and 128 voters of Boone county, Indiana, praying Congress 
to prohibit slavery and the slave-trade in all the territories 
of tue United States. 

Also, the petition of Benjamin F. Cole and 198 other 
voters of Boone county, Indiana, for the abolition of 
slavery and the slave-trade in the District of Columbia, or 
the removal of the seat of Government. 

Also, the petition of Benjamin F. Cole, and 128 citizens 
of Boone county, Indiana, against the admission of any 
more slave States into the Union. 

Also, the petition of Benjamin F. Cole and 126 other 
voters of Boone county, {ndiana, asking the right of trial 
by jury in the case of fugitive slaves. 

By Mr. WILMOT: ‘The petition of 168 legal voters, re- 
siding mostly in hie townships of Asylunt and Wilmot, in 
Bradford county, Pennsylvania, for the repeal of all laws 
enacted or adopted by Congress fur the support of slavery 
in the District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of the same citizens, praying for the 
establishment and. protection of freedom in the territories 
of the United States. 

Also, the petition of the same citizens, against thejad- 
Mission of any more slave States into the Union. 

| Also, the. petition of the same Citizens, to secure to al- 
teged fugitives from labor.the right of trial by jury. 


By Mr. PEASLEE: The petition. of Abraham Bodwell 
and & other. citizens of Sanbornton, New. Hampshire, for 
rates of postage not exceeding one cent on newspapers, and 
two cents on prepaid letters. ` : k nee 

By Mr. ALBERTSON: ‘The petition of Wm. Reavis, jr., 
and 77 other citizens.of Gibson county, Indiana, praying the 
passage of a law granting bounty land. to the officers and 
soldiers of the Indian wars and of the late war with Great 
Britain, and to the widows and ‘children of such officers 
and:soldiers who have since died. ` i > So 

Aiso, the petition of Elisha Strickland and 109 other citi- 
zens of Gibson county, Indiana, on the same subject.. - 

By Mr. KERR: The memorial of Anna ‘Tongue, asking 
commutation pay for the revolutionary. services of Colonel 
John Stewart, of the Maryland continental line. 

By Mr. BISSELL: The petition of James N. Banks and 
others, residing in Chicago, IHiuois, praying that slavery 
and the slave-trade may be prohibited in the territories of 
the United. States. - : à 

Also, the petition of T. B. Hurlburt’and others, of Chica- 
go; praying the saine objects. — . 

Aiso, the petition of J. B. Randle and others, residents of 
Upper Alton, Illinois, praying the adoption of measures 10 
settle differences between nations without resort to war. 

Also, the petition of C. L. Starbuck and oilers, for. the 
removal uf the land-oflice at Kaskaskia, Illinois, to Pink- 
neyville. 

by Mr. BURROWS: The petition of 112 citizens of 
Lockport, New York, for the establishment and protection 
of freedoin in the territories of the United States. , 

Also, the petition of citizens of Lockport, New York, for 
the repeal of all laws enacted or adopted by Congress for the 
support of slavery in the, District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Lockport, New York, 
against the admission of more slave States into the Union. 

Also, the petition of citizens ot Lockport, New York, to 
secure to alleged fugitives We right of trial by jury. 

By Mr. MANN, of Pennsylvania: ‘The petition of E, 
Hoover, aud 88 others, citizens of Westmoreland county, 
Pennsylvania, setting (orth that they feel a deep interest in 
the continuance of the manufactures of the country, and 
particularly of that of iron—that they conceive that the 
present tariff law has a direct tendency to, aud does, deprive 
labor of its rightful demand and reward; aod asking a re- 
peal or modification thereof, and a change from ad valorem 
to specifie duties. 

By Mr. DOTY: The petition of M. Kelsey, L. B. Brain- 
ard, B. Hicks, and other citizens of Wisconsin, for an ap- 
propriation for a road from Fort Howard to Fort Wilkins. 

Also, the petition of Johuson Wetherby and others, for a 
nail-route from Kingston, by Buffalo lake and Fort Hope, 
to Fort Winnebago. 

«Also, the petition of O. J, Watrous and others, for a mail- 
route tran Plymouth, by Bik Heart, New Holstein, and 
Stockbridge, to Menasha. 

By Mr. BOWIE: ‘Ube petition of James J. Chew, Ben- 
jamin Duvall, William H. Tuck, and 30 others, citizens of 
Prince George county, Maryland, praying tbe reduction of 
postage on prepaid letters, and that postage oa newspapers 
in the counties in which they are pablished, he abolished. 

By Mr. ANDREWS: The remonstrance of O. Bascom 
and 100 otters, citizens of Whiteball, New York, against 

the extension of the Wéodworth patent plauing machine. 

Also, the petition of O, F. Blount aud 80 others, engaged 
in commerce on Lake Champlain, relative to the improve- 
ment of the harbor of Whitehall. 

By Mr. HARRIS, of Linois: The petition of Asa D. 
Wright and other officers of the Nlinois volunteers, praying 
for bounty lands to officers of the Mexican war. 

Also, the petition of Lewis W. Ross and others, officers 
of the Hingis volunteers, for the same purpose. 

Also, the petition of John F. Albright and 87 others, citi- 
zens of Tazewell county, Hlinois, for a post-route from Pe- 
kin, via Dillon, Annington, aud Mount Hope, to Wayns- 
ville. 

Also, the petition of G. W. Elliott and 54 others, citizens 
of Tazewell county, Hliuois, for cheap postage. 

Also, the petition of John Barnard and 105 others, citizens 
of Henry, Marshall county, Llinois, for cheap postage. 

By Mr. GOTT: The petition of Frederick A. Ferris and 

others; of Charles Barnes and others; of Gad M. Lawrence 
and others; and of David Brace and others, citizens of Ou- 
ondaga county, New York, tor the repeal of alllaws enacted 
or adopted by Congress for the support of slavery in the 
District of Columbia. 
- Also, the petiton of F. A. Ferris and others; of Gad M. 
Lawrenee and others; 0. Charles Barnes and others; and 
of ©. M. Lynch and others, citizens of Onondaga couuty, 
New York, against the adinission of more slave Sties into 
the Union. 5 

Also, the petition of Gad M. Lawrence and others, and 
of Walter Wright aud others, citizens of Onondaga county, 
New York, tor the right of trial by jury to alleged fugitives 
from service. 

Also, the petition of Joel B. Noyes and others; of Ster- 
ling Call and others; and of H. ©. Whitney and others, 
citizens of Onondaga county, New York, for the establish- 
ment and protection of treedom in the territories of the 
United States. 

Also, the petition of Abraham C. Downer and others, of 
New York, for the renewal ofa patent. 

Also, the petition of C. B. Kerney and others, citizens of 
Syracuse, New York, fur cheap postage. 

Also, the petition of H. and ©. A. Wheaton and others, 
citizens of Syracuse, New York, for a specitie duty on iron. 

Also, the petition of Artemas Fisk and others, citizens 
of New York, for a repeal or modification of the act renew- 
ing the Woodworth patent. 

By Mr. CAMPBELL: The petition of A. H. Stevens and 
66 others, cilizens and electors of Camden, Preble county, į 
Ohio, for the repeal of ali laws sanctioning slavery or the 
slave-trade in the city of Washington, or the District of Co- 
lumbia, or in the event of their non-repeal, that the seat of 
cozcnibiens may be removed to some more suitable loca- 

Ot, 

Also, the petition of Solomon Dopp and.67 others, citizens 
and electors of the same place, against the admission of 


more slave States into the Union. 
Aizo, the petition of A, W, Yoast and 70 others, citizens 


and electors of the same place, for the establishment and 
protection of freedom in the territories of the United States, 

Also, the petition of Nathaniel Elliott and-68 others, citi- 
zens and electors of the same place, to seeure to alleged 
fugitives the right of trial by. jury. i 3 

‘Also; the petition of H. M. Parmelee and 78 others, citi-, 
zens and electors of Hartford, Licking county, Ohio, against 
the admission of more slave States into the Union. 

Also, the petition of N. G. Bliss and 67 others, citizens 
and electors of the same place, for the repeal of all laws 
enacted or adopted by Congress for the support of slavery in 
the District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of Daniel Frank and 79 others, citizens 
and electors of the same place, for the establishment and 
protection of freedom in the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition. of J. W. Seymour and 72 others, citi- 
zens and electors of the same p ace, to secure to alleged 
fugitives the right of trial by jury. 

Also, the petition of Jacob Bateman and 132 others, citi- 
zens-and electors of Ohio, for the prohibition of slavery and 
the stave-trade in the District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of Carlos Smith, E. Curtis, Nathaniel P. 
Bailey, and S. Penniman Leeds, ministers of the Presbyte- 
rian and Congregational churches, in Summit county, Ohio, 
against the enactment of any law requiring them, as citizens 
of Ohio, to aid.in the restoration of fugitive slaves. 

By Mr. FOWLER : The petition of James D. Butler and 
72 others, legal voters of Sandwich, Massachusetts, against 
the admission of more slave States into the Union. 

Also, the petition of Giles Pean and 72 others, legal voters 
of Sandwich, Massachusetts, praying that provision be 
made by law, that a fugitive slave shall not be delivered up, 
except on the finding of a jury that he is the slave of the 
claimant. i 

Also, the petition of B. B. Hammond and 70 others, legal 
voters of Sandwich, Massachusetts, praying that slavery 
and the slave-trade may be expressly prohibited by act of 
Congress in all the territories uf the United States. 

Also, the petition of Giles Pean and 46 others, legal voters 
of Sandwich, Massachusetts, for the repeal of ‘all laws for 
the snpport of slavery in the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. DURKEE: The petition of Carlo Reed and 41 
Others, citizens of Walton, in the State of Michigan, praying 
for the establishment and protection of freedom in the ter- 
ritories. 

Also, the petition of W. B. Dale and 41 others, citizens of 
the same place, praying for the repeal of all laws enacted or 
adopted by Congress for the support of slavery in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. : 

+ Also, the petition of L. O. Smith and 41 others, citizens 
of the same place, praying to secure to alleged fugitives the 
right of trial by jury. 

Also, the petition of B. F. Weleh and 41 others, citizens 
of the same piace, praying against the admission of any 
more slave States into the Union. 

Also, the petition of J. H. Hale and 152 others, citizens of 
Brandon, in the State of Vermont, praying for the establish- 
ment and protection of freedom in the territories. 

Also, the petition of David Collins and 143 others, citizens 
of the same place, praying against the admission of any more 
slave States into the Union. , f 

Atso, the petition of J. C. Walton and 149 others, citizens 
of the same place, praying for the repeal of all Jaws enacted 
or adopted by Congress for the support of slavery in the 
District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of Amasa Collins and 151 others, citi- 
zens of the same place, praying to secure to alleged fugi- 
tives the right of trial by jury. 

Also, the petition of William Scott and 39 others, citizens 
of Chippewa, in the State of Pennsylvania, praying forthe 
establishment and protection of freedom in the territories. 

i Also, the petition of Leonard Dickens and 65 others, citi- 

zens of Delevan, in the State of Wisconsin, praying for 
the establishment of © stipnlaied arbitration,” or congress 
of nations, for the settlement of international affairs, 

By Mr. PRESTON KING: The petition of citizens of 
Lonisville, St. Lawrence county, New York, for cheap 
postage. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Canton and Lisbon, St. 
; Lawrence county, New York, for the repeal of all Jaws 

enacted for the support of slavery in the District of Colum- 

ia. 
| sae the petition of the same, against any more slave 

ales. . 

Also, the petition of the same, to secure to fugitives the 
| right of trial by jury, 

Also, the petition of the same, to prohibit by express 
enactment of Congress the existence of slavery in the terri- 
tories. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Mount Morris, New 
York, against the admission of any State into the Union 
whose constitution does not probibit siavery. 

Also, the petition of the same, to prohibit slavery and the 
slave-trade in the territories. 

Also, four several petitions of citizens of Benton, Yates 
county, New York, tor the same objects. 

Also, four several petitions of citizens of Woodhull, Steu- 
į ben county, New York, for the same objects. 

, Also, four several petitions of citizens of Schaghticoke, 
i! Rensselaer county, New York, for the same objects, 
| _ Also, four several petitions of citizens of Lawrence, St. 

; Lawrence comity, New York, for the same objects, 

Also, four several petitions of citizens of Albany, Albany 
! county, New York, tor the same objects, 
| Also, the petition of citizens of Leyden, Lewis county, 
i 
| 
f 


New York, for cheap postage. 

Also, the petition of 118 citizens of St. Lawrence county, 
| New York, asking that the rates of duty on iron be made 
| specific. p 
| By Mr. WENTWORTH: The remonstrance of citizens 
of Du Page county, IHinois, against the adoption of Mr. 
Clay’s compromise resolutions, against the organization of 
any new. territories unless slavery is prohibited therein, &e. 

By Mr. KING, of Rhode Island: The petition of John H. 
Coggeshall and other citizens of Portsmouth and. Middle- 
town, Rhode Island, praying for a reduction of postage. 

By Mr. HENRY: Ths memorial of David Hall, George 
B. Armington, and 106 other citizens.of Pittsford, Rudian 
county, Vermont, protesting against the existing laws for 


1850. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


687 


the disposition of the public domain, and asking that the 
public lands be given in limite. quantities. only to the poor 
and Jandless $ = 

By Mr. MEACHAM: The petitions of William A. Bates 
and 65 citizens of Salisbury, and of Lyman Prindie and 55 | 
citizens of Waybridge, Vermont, to repeal all. laws-for the 
support of slavery in the District of Columbia; to secure to 
alleged fugitives the right of trial by jury ; against admission 
of more slave Staies into the Union ; to establish protection 
and freedom in the territories. 

By Mr. TAYLOR: The petition of Henry Buchanan and 
others, citizens of Highland and Ross counties, Ohio, pray- 
ing for cheap postage, 

By Mr. BOWLIN: The memorial of a committee of citi- 
zens of Arcadia, Missouri, asking a grant of public land for 
the benefit of the Arcadian High School in that State. 

By Mr. SEDDON : The petition of Francis B. Crump, of 
Virginia, for the allowance ofa claim based on the services 
of his ancestor, Benjamin Crump, deceased, in the war of 
the Revolution. 

By Mr. PHELPS: The petition of E. L. Edwards and 77 
other citizens of Cole county, Missouri, praying for a reduc- 
tion of postage to two cents per half ounce on prepaid | 
letters. 

By Mr. HUNTER: The petition of John 'T. Crumlett and 
330 others, citizens of Harrison county, Ohio, praying for ! 
the passage of a Jaw to permit newspapers to be carried by 
the mails free of postage, to the distance of thirty miles from 
the place of publication, and to prohibit the carrying o 
newspapers Outside of the mails. 

Also, the petition of Isaac Holloway and 69 others, citi- 
zens of Belmont county, Ohio, for the trial by jury of per- 
sons claimed as fugitive slaves. i 

Also, the petition of Jesse Bailey and 69 others, citizens 
of Belmont couuty, Obio, for the repeal of all laws for the 
support of slavery in the Distriet of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of Otbo Sheets and 68 others, citizens of 
Belmont county, Ohio, against the admission of more slave 
States into the Union. 

. Also, the petition of George W. Brock and 72 others, citi- 
zens of Belmont county, Ohio, for the establishment and 
protection of freedom in the territories of the United States. 

By Mr. BINGHAM: The petition of 105 citizens of Far- 
mington, Michigan, praying that trial by jury may be awarded 
to persons claimed as fugitive slaves. 

Also, the petition of Y8 citizens of the same township, 
praying that slavery and the slave-trade may be expressly 
prohibited in the territories o` the United States. 

Also, tbe petition of 97 citizens of the same township, 
remonstrating against the admission of any new State into 
the Union, anless slavery is expressly prohibited therein. 

Also, the petition of 96 citizens of the same township, 
praying the repeat of all jaws sanctioning slavery in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, or the removal of the capital. 

By Mr. BUEL: The petition of Charles S. Adams and 
others, praying tor a reduction of letter postage to two cents 
per half ouuce, 

Also, the petition of Elisha Jones for compensation for his 
boat, captured in the war of 1812, while in the Government | 
service. ‘ 

Also, the petition of Horace Hallock and others, praying 
for a reduction of letter postage to two cents per half ounce. | 

Also, the petition of Charles Howard and others, for the 
abolition of slavery and the slave-trade in the District of 
Columbia. 

Also, the petition of Charles Howard and others, for the 
prohibition. of slavery and the slave-trade in the terri- 
tories. 

Also, the petition of Charles Howard and others. praying 
for the admission of no more slave States into the Union, 

Also, the petition of Charles Howard and others, praying 
the passage ofa law giving the right of trial by jury to fugi- 
tives from labor. 

By Mr. HOWE: The petition of Tabylor F. Randolph 
and 220 others, citizens of Crawford county, Pennsylvania, 
praying Congress to expressly probibit stavery and the slave- 
trade in all the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of T. A. Mann and 43 others, citizens 
of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, upon the same subject. 

Also, the petition of Daniel Sinith and 44 others, citizens 
of Venango county, Pennsylvania, upon the same subject. 

Also, the petition of John Nicholas and 220 others, citi- 
zens of Crawlord county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress 
to pass a law providing that whenever a person shall be ar- 
rested as a fugitive slave, in any State other than that in 
which be is alleged to be held to servi e, he shall not be 
delivered to the claimant, or his agent, except on the finding 
of a jury that he is the slave of the claimant. 

Also, the petition of Solomon Davis and 45 others, citi- 
zens of Venango county, Peansylvania, upon the same 
subject. 

‘Also, the petition of Gardner Bond and 45 others, citizens 
of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, upon the sauie subject. 

Also, the petition of G. S. Dorner and 47 others, citizens 
of Venango county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress to ad- | 
mit no State hereafter into the Onion, unless the constitu- 
tion of such State shall expressly prohibit the existence of 
slavery within its limits. 2 

Also, the petition of D. H. A. McLean and 47 others, cit- 
izens of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, upon the same sub- 
ject. 

d Also, the petition of David John and 45 others, citizens of 
Mercer county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress to repeal | 
all laws by which slavery or the slave-trade is authorized or | 
sanetioned in the city of Washington, or the- District of | 
Columbia, and that, in the event of their non-repeal, the | 
seat of the National Government may be removed to some 
more sutable location, 28 

Also, the petition of J. H. Smith and 42 others, citizens of 
Venango county, Pennsylvania, upon the same subject. 

By Mr. SPRAGUE: The petition of J. B. Baily and | 
many citizens of Allegan county and other parts of western 
Michigan, for improvement of the harbor at the mouth of | 

Jainagoo river. 
os the petition of 28 ciitzens of Calhoun county, Mich- 
igan, for cheap postage. . 
win the petition of 27 citizens of Calhoun county, Mich- 
igan, that no State be admitted into the Union, unless the 


eonstitution ef said State shall prohibit slavery therein. H 


Also, the petition of 27 citizens of Calhoun county, Mich- 
igan, for the establishment of freedoin in the territories... - 
__ Also, the petition of 27 citizens of Calhoun county, Mich- 
igan, praying Congress to repeal ali laws sanctioning slavery 
in the District of Columbia. 
_ Also, the petition of 27 citizens of Calhoun county, Mich- 
igan, asking the passage of a law granting to fugitive slaves 
the right of trial by jury, when claimed as the property of 
another. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuursbay, April 4, 1850. 

The VICE PRESIDENT announced from the 
chair the following Senators as the committee on 
the part of the Senate to attend the remains of the 
Hon. Joun C. Carnoun to his native State: Mr. 
Mason, Mr. Davis of Mississippi, Mr. BERRIEN, 
Mr. Wesster, Mr. Dickinson, and Mr. Dopee 
of Iowa. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS. 

Also, that Mr. Arcuison fill the place on the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, made vacant by 
Mr. Benron having been excused from further 
service on the same. i 

MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 

Mr. SEWARD. Ihave to perfom a duty which 
is at the same time pleasing and painful. I have 
to bring to the notice of the Senate a memorial of 
Eliza Kirby, of Brownsville, in the State of New 
York, widow of the late Edward Kirby, an officer 
in the United States army. Major Kirby entered 
the army of the United States as an ensign in the 
year 1812, and served during the war with Great 
Britain. He was continued in the service until the 
close of the war, and he remained in the peace 
establishment till the year 1819, when he joined 
the staff of Major-General Brown as an aid-de- 
camp, and remained in his military family until 
1824, when he was promoted toa captaincy. Soon 
afterward he was appointed paymaster-general, 
and continued in that office, by subsequent ap- 

ointments, until the time of his death. He was 
in the Black Hawk war, and in the Creek cam- 
paigns; and on the breaking out of the war with 
Mexico, he joined General Taylor at Matamoros, 
and remained with him, performing gallant services, 
until he was ordered to join General Scott at 
Tampico; and he continued with General Scott, and 
served with honorable distinction in all the battles 
of that memorable campaign, which resulted in the 


+ 


| conquest of the city of Mexico. In that campaign 


he contracted a disease, of which he languished 
and died in August of last year. His widow, 
Eliza Kirby, daughter of Major-General Brown, 
brings before the Senate this memorial in a man- 
ner equally modest and touching. She prays that 
such allowance, by way of pension, may be made 
to her as has been made-in such cases heretofore. 
I move that, without reading, this memorial be 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

The memorial was so referred. 

Mr. SEWARD also presented a memorial of 
James Holford, a subject of Great Britain, and 
holder of certain State bonds and securities, in- 
voking the adoption of some measures by the 
General Government for their payment; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

‘Also, of citizens of Westfield, New York, ask- 
ing a reduction of the rates of postage; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post-Office and 
Post Roads. 

Also, of citizens of Cayuga county, New York, 
in behalf of the widow and heirs of Robert H. 
Morris, an officer in the last war with Great Brit- 
ain, asking that they may be allowed a pension; 


which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. | 


Also, presented six petitions of citizens of New 
York, praying that the right of trial by jury may 
be secured by law to fugitive slaves arrested in any 
State other than that in which their service is 


i elaimed. 


Also, presented five petitions of citizens of New 
York, asking that no State may be hereafter ad- 
mitted into the Union whose constitution does not 
expressly prohibit slavery within its limits. 

Also, four petitions of citizens of New York, 
asking that slavery and the slave-trade may be 
abolished in the District of Columbia, or the seat 
of Government removed therefrom. 

Also, four petitions of citizens of the same State, 


asking that slavery and the slave-trade may be 


prohibited by law in all the territories of the 
United States. 

Also, a memorial of citizens of Lockport, in the 
State of New York, expressing their opinions and 


feelings: in-favor of freedom, and respectfully reš 
monstrating against the passage-of the bill. intro= 
duced by Senator Mason in’ relation to the return 
of fugitives from slavery. © `= Pos be 

All these several memorials. were rectivéd and 
ordered to lie on the table. > gag Y 

Also, a petition of citizens of Cortlandt county, 
New York, anda petition of citizens of Oswego 
county, New York, asking the adoption of meas- 
ures for the adjustment of international controver- 
sies by arbitration instead of war; which were rè- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. CORWIN presented a petition of: citizens 
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, asking that no 
State may be hereafter admitted into the Union 
whose constitution does not expressly. prohibit 
slavery within its limits; a petition of citizens of 
the same place, asking that slavery and the slave- 
trade may be prohibited in all the territories of the 
United States; and a petition of the same, asking 
that slavery and the slave-trade may be abolished 
in the District of Columbia, or the seat of Gov- 
ernment removed therefrom; which several peti- 
tions were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented three petitions. of 
citizens of Penobscot county, Maine, asking: that 
the right of trial by jury may be secured by. 
law to fugitive slaves; hlso, two petitions of the 
same, in favor of the prohibition of slavery: and 
the slave-trade in all the territories; also, a petition 
of citizens of Cumberland county, Maine, against 
the admission of any State into the Unionin which 
slavery is not prohibited; also, a petition of citi- 
zens of Penobscot county and Cumberland county, 
Maine, asking that the slave-trade may be abolish- 
ed in the District of Columbia, or the seat of Gov- 
ernment removed; all of which several petitions 
were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. MASON presented a memorial of citizens 
of Washington, in the District of Columbia, 
asking that the portion of the said city lying east 
of the Capitol may bè lighted with gas; which 
was referred to the Committee for the District of 
Columbia. . : bas 

Mr. DOWNS presented a resolution. of the 


| legislature of Loufsiana, instructing their Senators 


and requesting their Representatives to use their 
exertions to procure grants of bounty land to the 
commissioned officers of the late war with Mexico; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, of citizens of Louisiana, asking the estab- 
lishment of a mail-route from Vienna, in that State, 


| lessly 


to El Dorado, in Arkansas; which was referred: to 
the Committee on the Post-Office and.Post Roads. 

Mr. MORTON presented a petition: of Joseph 
Forsyth and others, asking that the act of Con- 
gress of 26th February, 1845, extending the patent 
of William Woodworth: for a planing machine, 
may be repealed; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Patents and the Patent-Office. 

Mr. CLARKE presented a petition of citizens 
of Phenix, Rhode Island, asking a reduction of 
the rates of postage; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post-Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. KING presented a petition from Frances E. 
Baden, widow of Major Nehemiah Baden, late of 
the army of the United States, asking that. she 
may be placed on the pension roll. 

Mr. K. took occasion to observe, on presenting 
this petition, that Major Baden was well known 
to the army as a most meritorious and faithful offi- 
cer, valued by the Government for the promptitude 
and efficieney with which he discharged his duties. 
The petitioner states that her husband’s consti- 
tution was impaired by diseases incident: to: our 
southern climate, and particularly at Oglethorpe 
barracks, where he lost many of his men, and only 
escaped with his own life after a long and danger- 
ous illness—that he was prevented from marching 
with his company to Florida by sickness, and the 
company marched under the command of his sub- 
ordinates, and he died at his post. Mr. K. was 
understood. to express the opinion, that though the 
case did not come within the rule usually applied 
to pension cases, still he thought the case an equi- 
table one, and the condition of the petitioner was 
such as to-call for sympathy, as she was now hope- 
blind. 

The petition was then referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

Mr. BORLAND presented a petition of citizens 
of Union county, in the State of Arkansas, asking 


the establishment of a mail-route from Marion, 
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Lovisianay-to, Wilmington, Arkansas: which was 
referred to the Committee.on the Post-Office and |! 
Post-Roads. ee : f a 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented a memorial of 
Samuel. M. Clendenin, asking compensation for 
clerical services rendered to an agent of the Gov- 
ernment; which was referred to. the Committee on 
Claims: , mete 

:Mr. CLAY. 1 present a. memorial, ‘signed. by 
members of. the General Assembly ‘of Kentucky, 
asking that:Columbus, ón the Mississippi- river, 
may be made: the eastern terminus of a-railroad-to 
the Pacifie ocean, and. that an appropriation may 
be made for executing the survey of the route of 
the sdid- railroad: The petition is not long, and 
enibraces in. substance a numberof very strong 
reasons for makine Columbus the terminus of the 
road to. the Pacific. Some of these reasons are, 

. that there is near that point a railroad in contem- 
plation from. Mobile to the State of Kentucky; 
tharthere is a connection with the railroad from 
Charleston and Savannah, through Tennessee, 
near. the same point; and that there are other rail- 
roads in contemplation, connecting that point, or 
near it, with the Atlantic cities. .I move that, with- 
out reading, the petition be referred to the Com- 
mittee an Roads and Canals, and J ask. that it be 
printed. $ 

The motion to refer was agreed to, and the mo- 
tion to print was also, by unanimous consent, 
adopted. 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, I present a peti- 
tion of citizens.of Lewis county, Kentucky, ask~ 
ing that the right of trial by jury may be secured 
by law tò fugitive slaves arrested in any other 
State than. thatin which- their service is claimed. 
Also; a petition of citizens of. the: same county 
nnd State, asking that no State may hereafer be 
admitted into the Union whose constitution does 
not-expressly prohibit slavery within its limits. 


Also, a petition of the same, asking that slavery Ij 


and the-slave-trade may bé prohibited by law in 

all the territories of the United States; and a peti- 

tion of the same, asking that slavery and the 

slave- trade may be abolished in the District of 

Columbia, or the seat of Goveñment be removed | 
therefrom. 

{wish to discharge myself of. these petitions, 
sit, though I should have been glad if the petition- 
ers had selected some other channel for their pre- 
sentation here. They come from my own State; 
but although signed by a number of persons, I am 
quite sure these petitions do not express the senti- 
ment of any large number of persons in the county 
from which they come, or any other county in 
Kentucky. They are papers chiefly signed by 
the same persons; the heads of them are printed, | 
and appear to be got up by concert and design, 
between a few Abolitionists who have found their 
way to that quarter. However that may be, here 
they are; they are sent to me, and I wish to get 
rid of them; I therefore ask that they may be re- 
ceived and disposed of as other similar petitions 
have heen. 

‘They were accordingly laid on the table. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented a memorial of the 
President and officers of the Mechancs’ institute, 
in the city of New York, asking that the patent 
fund may be applied exclusively to the publica- 
tion-and distribution of periodical works, contain- 
ing information on subjects: connected with the 
atts-and sciences; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Patents and the Patent-Office. 
> Mr; BEEN TON presented a memorial of a com- 
mittee of citizens of Arcadia, Missouri, asking a 
grant of public land for the benefitvof the Arcadia 
High School in that State, which was referred. to 
the Committee on Pablie Lands, and the motion | 
to print was referred to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. HAMLEN presented a petition of J; Walk- 
er, jr; and Dana Brigham and others, remon- 
strating against the further extension by law of | 
the patent of William Woodworth for a planing | 
machine; which was referred to the Committee on į 
Patents and the Patent Office. 

Also; a memorial of citizens of Portland, Maine, | 
asking the erection of a light-house and dwelliag on | 
Boon island, on the coast of Maine, which was | 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. f 

On-motion by Mr. CORWIN, ! 


Ordereil, That Jobn Milliken, Ann H. P. Lawson, and |f 


oilers; have leave to withdraw their petition and papers. tj 
: CLAIM OF THE STATE OF VIRGINIA. { 
bie MASON: T-present the memorial of the i! 


i the Maryland side. 


! ernment that the seat of Government should be | 


i 
H 


President and- Directors of thé Orange-and Alex- || 
atidria Railroad Company, asking the payment of | 
the sum of $120,000, advanced by the State of | 
Virginia to the Government of the United States, | 
by resolution of 29ih December, 1790, and trans- |) 
ferred to the petitioners, asking its repayment with | 
interest, to aid in the construction of this railread. || 

This claim being in fact the property of the i| 
State of Virginia, although now transferred to one || 
of the railroad companies forthe purpose of in- į! 
ternal improvement, requires that- f should: make | 
a very brief statement of the facis of the case. In ij 
doing so, È will occupy the attention of the Sen- |! 
ate but for à moment. 

It appears that, as early as the year 1784, before 
the adoption of our present Constitution, the States 
then confederated thought in necessary to establish 
what was called at that day a ‘ Federal city,” or 
“ Federal town; and a resolution was adopted by 
the Old Congress on the 23d of December, 1784, 
declaring that the location of this Federal town 
should be made near the lower falls of the River 
Delaware. A proposition was introduced inte the ; 
Old Congress ior the purpose of appropriating a 
sum of money for erecting publie buildings on the 
site designated. But it required, as we know, | 
under the articles of the confe@eration, that nine 
States should concur in order to make this appro- 
priation; and they did not obtain the concurrence 
of these nine States. The records of that day show 
| that the difliculty was the inability of that Congress | 
to obtain money for more pressing emergencies for 
Federal purposes, so that the thing was not done. | 


Legislature of Virginia, by a resolution passed in 
the year 1789, tendered to Congress ten miles’ 
square of the Territory of Virginia, to be selected | 
| within the limits of that State, for the purpose of 
| putting up the necessary buildings to accommodate ; 
! the Federal Government; and in the same year a | 
resolution was passed, proposing, on the part of i 
Virginia, that if Congress should locate these ten |! 
miles square within the limits of that State, the 
Government of Virginia would advance a sum of | 
money for the purpose of aiding in the erection of 
the necessary public buildings. That resolution 
of the State of Virginia, it appears, did not meet 
the approbation of the Congress of the United 
i States; for the first act locating the ten miles square, 
for purposes of the Federal Government, was an act 
passed on the 16th of July, 1790, by which the 
i location of the seat of Government was fixed on the 
eastern side of the Potomac river, in the State of 
Maryland, and commissioners were appointed to | 
locate it anywhere on the eastern side of the river, 
| between the mouths of the “ Eastern Branch” and 
the ** Connegocheque”’ rivers. ‘Thatact was passed 
| on the 16th of July, 1790; and the fourth section | 
| of the act gave authority to the President of the 
United States to accept grants of money to defray 
the expense of purchasing and erecting public | 
buildings. In the same year, 1790, on the 27th of | 
December, a resojution was passed by the General 
Assembly of Virginia, authorizing the advance of 
$120,000 to the General Government, to aid in the | 
erecuon of public buildings within the ten miles | 
squaré—the seat of Government to be located on | 


The following year, 1791, on the third of March, | 
an act was passed by the Congress of the United | 
States; requifing on the part ot the Federal Gov- 


located on the Virginia side of the river, so as to || 
embiace the town of Alexandria. Thus it was 
that, under the two acts, the District of Columbia | 
was eventually located so as to embrace a portion | 
of the territory of both States. ‘The resolution of | 
Virivinia, passed in 1790, was complied with, and || 
$120,000 was advanced to the General Government |/ 
to aid in the erection of public buildings. It is 


After the adoption of the present Constitution, the h 


to make it a grant, and the resolution passed. It 
remained authorizing only the advance of so much 
money. Eventually, when the resolution was 
passed, the title was changed, and it was called 
by its title, “an act concerning the advance of 
money to the Government of the United States, 
for the purpose of erecting public buildings.” T 
think it right to state this, because it is a clani 
due to’the State of Virginia, although transferred 
to the Orange and Alexandria Railroad Company. 
Į feel thus authorized to say, that this is a debl now 
due from. the General Government to the State of 
Virginia. The prayer of the petition is, that it be 
refunded with proper interest under the assign- 
ment made by the General Assembly to this rail- 
road company. 1 ask that the petition be referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

The motion was agreed to. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. RUSK, from the Committee on the Post- 
Office and Post Roads, to which was referred the 
bill to provide additional clerks in the Post-Office 
Department, submitted a.report in writing; which 
was ordered to be printed: the bill was reported 
back without amendment, with a recommendation 
that it pass. 

Also, from the same committee,.to which was 
referred the bill providing for the post-office and 
mail service in California and Oregon, submitted a 
report in writing; which was ordered to be printed, 
and the bill was reported back without amend- 
ment, with a recommendation that it pass. 

Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to which was referred the motion to print the 
report from the Secretary of War, in relation to 
the geology and topography of California, reported 
in favor of printing the same, together with 5,000 
additional copies; which was concurred in. , 

Mr. FOOTE, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 
the heirs and legal representatives of Joseph 
McAffee; which was read a first and second time 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

The joint resolution from the House, explaining 
the acts of 7th July, 1838, 3d March, 1843, and 
17th June, 1844, was read a first and second time 
by unanimous consent, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 


THE PUBLIC PRINTING. 

Mr. BORLAND. As there seems to be no 
further reports, I take the liberty to ask the Senate 
to take into consideration the joint resolution re- 
ported by the Committee on Printing, in reference 
to the public printing, a few days ago. It is the 
wish of a large number of Senators, that this ques- 
tion in relation to the public printing should be 
disposed of, the delay of the printing being a 
serious evil; and inasmuch as the joint resolu- 
tion was referred to the Committee on Printing, [ 
have thought it my duty.to ask the Senate to pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the question. 

The question being taken on the motion to pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the joint resolution, it 
was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. This resolution is 
now under consideration of the Senate as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

Mr. HALE. I wish the chairman of the Com- 


ee er 
mittee on Printing would please to state what is 


the difference between the price of printing now 


| proposed, and that now paid under the present con- 


tract, and what will be the aggregate difference. 
Mr. BORLAND. Jamunable to. answer the 
question of the honorable Senator from New 
Hampshire with precision. It would require an 
estimate which the committee have not considered 
necessary or proper to go into, and would involve 


li 

proper here to refer to a part of the history of the || 

| transaction. When this resolution was on its |: 
| passage in the General Assembly, as the journals || 
of that day show, it was reported as ‘a bill for /! 
granting to the President of the United- States the || 


! sum of $120,000, for the purpose of erecting public |Í 


> while that resolution was in progress before the 


buildings, agreeably to the resolution of the last 


if 
Assembly ;” f 


and those journals also. show how, |! 
General Assembly, an. effort was made to change i 
the proposed “advance” of money to a “ grant” | 
to the United States, for the purpose of aiding in || 
erecting the public buildings. dt will be found | 
that-that proposition was refused—that they refused |} 


a considerabie amount of labor. I will state, 
however, in general terms, that the amount to be 
paid, will be a good deal more than is paid under 
the present contract; and the coinmittee, in con- 


sidering this matter, think it is proper that a good 
deal more should be paid. The present prices are 


not sufficient to have the work done in a proper 
manner, or in proper time; and they deem it bad 
economy on the part of the Senate, or any de- 
partment of the Government, to pay low prices 
and get bad work, and have the work done at a 
time when it ean be of no service. 

Mr. HALE. 1 will make another inquiry, 
which is, without going into the aggregate, can 
the gentleman tell us the difference of the per 


* 
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centage between what we now. pay and what. it 
will be under the proposed-resolutions, or an ap- 
proximate to it, if he is unable to give us the ag- 
gregate ? : ee 

Mr. BORLAND. The.same dificùlty opposes 
itself to my answering that question that did- to 
my answering the previous one; but my opinion 
is, that the per centage will amount to something 
like thirty-five or forty per cent.—at least thirty- 
five, and not exceeding fifty. As the Senator will 
perceive, the proposition is to have the printing 
done at-a reduction of the price paid under the 
joint resolution of 1819, at the average reduction 
-of twenty per cent. 

Mr. HALE. - I am-as anxious to have the pub- 
lic printing well done as any person can be, but I 


must say that I feel under the necessity of voting | 


against the resolution submitted by the Committee 
on Printing. 

Mr. BORLAND. Will the Senator allow me 
to suggest to him that the resolution be read, and 
perhaps he may change his opinion. 

The resolution was read as follows: 


JOINT RESOLUTION to insure more expedition in the 
: Publie Printing. 

Resolved, Qe., ‘That the Secretary of the Senate and the 
Clerk of the House of Representatives, respectively, be and 
they are hereby authorized and directed to cause so much 
of the printing of the present Congress heretofore ordered, 
or which shall be hereafter ordered by the two houses, as 
shall be necessary to insure a prompt and proper execudon 
and delivery of the same, to be executed by such person or 
persons as they shall respectively select: Provided, That the 
compensation paid for said work, shall inno case exeeed the 
rates fixed by the joint resolution of 1819, deducting there- 
from 20 per cent. g 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Arkansas moves to amend this resolation by stri- 
king out all after the word ‘“‘ Resolved,” and insert- 
ing the following: 

«That the present contractors to execute the public prin’- 
ing of Congress, or either of them, be released and dis- 
charged from the further execution of fheir contracts, under 
the provisions of the joint resolution of the 3d August, 1846, 
entitled “Joint resolution, directing the manner of procuring 
the printing of the two houses of Congress,” upon their re- 
linquishing all claim for indemnity for the on-pertormanee 
of their said contracts; and that for all work not yet deliv- 
ered and paid fur, they shal! receive the same compensation 
as shall be awarded to the printers who may be selected by 
Congress to execute the remainder of the work: Provided, 
That the prices bereafter to be paid, shall not exceed those 
authorized by the joint resolution of Mareh 3d, 1819, deduct- 
ing twenty per cent. from the same; the form and manner 
of the printing to conform, in every respect, to the stipula- 
tions contained in the joint resolution of March 3d, 1819.2 

And be it further resolved, That —— and —~ be appoint- 
ed by the two houses to execute the printing for the re- 
mainder of the thirty-first Congress, who shail give bond, 
with securities to the satisfaction of the Secretary of the 
Senate and the Clerk of the House of Representatives, for 
the prompt, accurate, and neat execution o! the work; and 
in case any ineonvenient delay should be at any time ex- 
perienced by either house in the detivery of its work, the 
Speeretary and the Clerk, respectively, shail be authorized to 
employ one or more other printers to execute any portion of 
the work of the Senate or House, and charge the excess, if 
any there be, on the account of such printer or printers for 
executing such work, above what is herein allowed, to the 
printer or printers guilty of such negligence or delay, 

sind be it further resolved, Tiat the printing required to 
be done for the various Execative departments be paid for 
at the same rates as congressional priuting is authorized to 
be done. 

«And bet further resolved, That all laws and parts of laws 
now in foree, notin conformity with the provisions of this 
joint resolution, be and the same are hereby repealed.” 

Mr. HALE. Iwas only going to make a few 
remarks to show why I felt constrained to vote 
against the resolution reported by the committee. 
I want some information before I can agree to vote 
for it. In the first place, I suppose it is pretty no- | 
torious that the printing done at the last session of 
Congress by contract, was done at higher prices | 
than whatare paid to these contractors. {Í believe 
lam right in this statement. It is notorious, too, | 
to everybody, that the printing was most wretch- 
edly done, and complaint was made by the print- 
ers that they lost money by it. Now, these con- 
tractors come in, knowing that. the printing for the 
last Congress was done at a loss, even though it 
was done so poorly, and underbid them, and get 
it ata considerable loss. About as soon as they 
begin to do the work, there is an outcry made that 
they cannot do what they have undertaken to do. 
it looks to me very much as if they knew when 
they began that they could not do it, and I have 
very strong suspicions that they did not mean to 
do it. ae 

Mr. FOOTE. Do you cail it a fraud? | 

Mr. HALE. [I donot. Callit what. you think. 
I say I have a very strong suspicion that they | 
knew they could not do it, because they knew į 


| have heard it stated. 


that the contractors to do it before affirmed that 
they sustained a loss. I infer this from. the fact 


i that weso soon heard this complaint thet these 


contracts could not be carried out. E fear there is 
some mismanagement in this-business ; and-it is on 
this account that I wantsome information. I want 
to know, also, who are to be the individuals to fill 
up the blanks; for I suppose there is no secret 
about it, I suppose they are to be filed with the 
names of the printers of the Union and Intelligen- 
cer. 
is best to speak what I think about it.. Before I 
vote for this resolution, I wish to know whether 
these printers are directly or indirectly interested 
in the present contract? Iam told that the print- 
ing is done at one of these offices, and with its 
hands and types. I do not know the fact, but I 
Then l suppose, and so 1 
think it will be found, that there were other bid- 
ders. besides the one that was accepted, and I do 
not know why, if we do not go on with this con- 
tract, we do notallow the second bidder to say ifthe 
could do it, or the third, or the fourth, orany other 
number of bidders. Ido not like the looks of it. 
Here is a Jaw requiring us to get the printing done 
as low as possible, but as soon as the contract is 
taken, the contractors come Hiere and tell us it is 
so low they cannot do it, and we are to go back to 
the old system which has been once exploded. 1 
suppose this deduction of twenty per cent. makes 
the sum to be paid by so much less than that which 
was paid twenty years ago under the joint reso- 
lution of 1819. There are some of these points 
on which my mind labors, and that. must compel 
me to vote against the resolution proposed by the 
scommittee, and the amendment proposed by the 


another difficulty in my mind. E do not know 
why it is, but I suppose this third section goes 
to repeal all the laws which require the heads of 
departments and bureaus to advertise for their 
printing. They are obliged now, as Lam in- 
formed, to advertise and take the printing at the 
lowest bids. This section fixes the price twenty 
per cent. lower than the joint resolution of 1849. 
if I understand this, it will throw a vast amount 
of printing into other hands, because this will 
dispense with all advertising for proposals, inas- 
much as the prices are fixed by this joint reso- 
tution of 1819. There is no competition, no adver- 
tising for propagals, and the heads of departments 


will give it out to just whom they please, paying | 


the prices fixed by the joint resolution. These 
are some of the reasons which induce me to vote 
against the joint resolution and amendment. Still, 
if | am mistaken in my views, I shall. be glad to 
have my objections removed, if. possible, and 
shall be glad to pay good prices for work well and 
promptly done. . ; 

Mr. BORLAND. Ido not feel myself called 
upon to answer the objections made by the Sena- 
tor from New Hampshire. The bill and resolu- 
tion have been before the Senate for several days. 
Senators have had an opportunity to examine them, 
and no doubt they have doneso. No further 
opinion of mine, therefore, would be likely to 
change their opinion, 


mittee, and further in justification of myself—hav- 


ported by the committee—the considerations in 
part that operated upon us in producing the report 
we have made, and the amendment which I have 
offered. We know that we are met by the fact, 
which none can controvert, that we are not fur- 


purposes for which it was ordered. ‘hat is a fact; 
and itis the fact we have been called upon to meet— 


every one here, and that induced the Senator from 
Tennessee to offer his resolution of instructions to 
the Committee on Printing. That was the diffi- 
culty, and it was the main point in view which in- 
duced the committee toact. They had to consider 
how they were to remove that difficulty; and the 
first suggestion was, to pay a higher price for the 
printing than is- paid under the present contract, 
because, at the present prices, they had found that 
the printing cannot be done. Why it could not 
be done, was a question they did not think so im- 
portant to consider as the fact that it could not be 
done—for they were certainly met with that fact. 
Upon inquiry of persons, whose judgment they 


supposed was reliable in matters of this sort,.they 


I suppose that is understood, and {think it} 


chairman of the Committe on Printing. There is | 


I willsimply state, in justification of the com- | 


ing offered an amendment to the resolution re- || 


nished with the printing in a way to answer the | 


the fact which was pressing upon the attention of | 


came tothe conclusion: thet.asreduction of twenty. 
per cent. from, the price -paid-under -the resolution 
of 1819, was as law as the printing could bedone 
in this city.at thistime. F E E 
- Mr: BELL. Is thatthe opinion: of the-cot 
mittee ? : biped 
Mr. BORLAND. :: That was the opinion of the 
and. the ground. on which they made 


committee, 
their report. ABES st < E E 

Mr. FOOTE. Will the Senator from Arkansas 
| allow me to suggest that the hour for. taking up 
the special order of the day has arrived ? 1 hope 
i| he will allow this matter to lie over for the pres- . 
ll ent. 

Mr. BORLAND. H the Senate will:allow ‘me 
to proceed, | have but litle more to say. T ani 
asked} sir, if that was the opinion of the com: 
mittee. I feel authorized to say it was, because 
| Such is the report of the committee; and] presume 
| it wouid be unjust to any member of the commit- 
tee to suppose that resolutions would be recoms 
mended to the Senate for their adoption if they 
did not believe what was stated in the resolutions 
| to be true. They have stated what they thought 
| the printing could be done for. | E will’ state fur- 
ther that 1 did not draw that resolution myself; it 
was drawn by the Senator.who- asked.the quesa 
| Uon. I presume that was the conclusion to which 
| his mind had arrived, as well as that-of my col 
j league. k certainly was my opinion. Having as- 
certained the fact, thatthe printing could’ not be 
done under the present arrangementand at present 
prices, and satisfied themselves that a reduction of 
i twenty per cent. from the prices. paid under the 
resolution of 1819 was the proper price to be paid, 
they made that report to the Senate. The two 
plans proposed differ somewhat, though not ma- 
tertally. As { remarked, Í do not deem it neces- 
sary to go into an explanation of the plans pro- 
i, posed. Another inquiry was made of me, in an- 
swer to which [ will make a simple staiement. It 
will be seen, by examining the amendment offered 
by myself, that the printing for Congress is to: be 
given to two individuals, or two printing establish» 
ments in this city; and it provides. farther: that 
the same prices shall be paid to the present con- 
|| tractors for that hereafter to be done, The in- 
| quiry was made whether this contemplated that the 
|| present contractors. should do the printing which 
has already been sent to them. 1 answer, such is 
not my view of it. My understanding is,and I think 
that is a fair inference from the resolution, that it 
is intended to divide the printing, already:sent..to 
the present contractors, between the two printers 
who are appointed to-do the printings © ooo.) 6 4 4. 

Lhave provided, in the amendment L have offered; 

for the employment of two offices. to do the-worky 
for this simple and all-sufficient reason, that it has 
been found that oneoffice, the most extensive inthe 
city, or that could be established here for montha 
to come, has been found insufficient to. do the 
work. It has, therefore, been thought. proper: tu 
provide two offices, which would act in concert, 
and do the work so as to insure its speedy exe: 
cution. 

1 would state one thing—and which it is only 
just to the present contractors should be stated- 
that, although this delay has occurred—delay. that 
has interfered materially with the business of Con- 
gress—they have already done more work than 
i has ever been done by any public printers to any: 
Congress; perbaps quadruple the amounthas been 
done that ever was done in the same time before; 
and that, added to the fact that more than a month 
was consumed in attempts to organize the House 
of Representatives; muy in some measure-account 
| for the delay. eed eg ed 
i)  f will state further the fact; that several. large 
|| documents ordered to be printed, and wanted for 
i| the purpose of legislation, have not been printed, 
| and cannot be printed, because matter has not been 
furnished to the. printers.» Some maps, as | stated. 
on a former occasion, have not- been printed, be- 
cause the matter isnot. yet.in.the hands of the 
i printers; and [ learn that it-may not be-for some 
| two or three-months to come. -$ say this in jusu- 
| fication of the. publie printers.. They say thal, 
although they have employed larger offices, a 
i| greater number of hands, and worked more hours 
| In-the-day and night than they have ever done be- 
| fore, yet they have been unable to accomplish the 
| work.: 
Mr. FOOTE. The hour for proceeding to the 
į consideration of the special order of the day hav- 
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ing now arrived; Tam anxious to hear the remarks 
of the Senator from Kentucky, and hope the 
Senator from Arkansas will agree to thé postpone- 
ment of this question to some other day. 

Mr. BELE. Let it be postponed until to-mor- 


row. 

Mr. FOOTE. Very well. I move that the 
farther consideration of this resolution, and amend- 
ment. be postponed. until to-morrow, at half-past 
twelve o’clock. 

“The question.was:then taken, and-the motion to 
-postpone was agreed to. E 


MR. BELL’ S RESOLUTION. 

i The Senate proceeded to’ the cousideration of 
the series of resolutions submitted. some time 
since by Mr. Bert, which Mr. Foors had moved 
to refer to a select committee of thirteen. 

-Mre UNDERWOOD resumed and concluded 
the remarks commenced yesterday, [which will be 
published in the Appendix.] 

Mr, CORWIN and Mr. HALE also made ex- 
planatory statements, [which will be published in 
connection with Mr. Unperwoop’s.} 

Mr. FOOTE next obtained the floor, and said: 


I do not rise to take part in this discussion; my | 


object is, if possible, to get a vote upon the motion 
to refer the resolutions of the Senator from Ten- 
nessee to a committee of thirteen. If, however, 
any Senator desires to address the Senate upon 
this subject, L will move to postpone their further 
consideration. until to-morrow, and to make them 
the special order for twelve or half past elevee 
o’clock on that day. 

Mr. BORLAND. As my colleague desires to 
address the Senate on this subject, I hope the 


question will not now be taken, that he may have | 


an opportunity to do so. 

Mr, FOOTE. 1 have conversed with the Sen- 
ator’s colleague, and I understand that he is wil- 
ing to be heard on some other measure. ow- 
ever, if he desires to be heard before this question 
is taken, I am willing to give way to him. 1 
therefore move, sir, that the further consideration 
of this. subject be postponed until to-morrow at 
‘one o’clock, and that it be made the special order 
for that hour. 
`. Mr. WEBSTER. Mr. President, I am far 
‘from entertaining any wish to prevent the honor- 
able member from Arkansas addressing the Sen- 
ate on this topic, but I think it my duty to re- 
mind the Senate that we have now gone through 
the first four months of the session, and although 
lam willing to admit that the circumstances were 
such as to excuse or even justify a great deal of 
delay in the dispatch of the public business, ‘yet, 
after all, the time seems now to have come at 
which, with all convenient dispatch, and without 
encroaching in any degree upon the freedom of 
debate, we should proceed to some action. Sir, I 
may be permitted to say that it will require 
weeks, and perhaps months, and our most delib- 
erate attention and active coöperation in legisla- 
tion, to do the things and pass the laws which 
will be necessary, when the question of the ad- 
mission of California shall be decided one way or 
the other. I wish therefore to say, that so far as 
my opinion and conduct in the Senate go, I shall 
endeavor to take such a course of voting and act- 
ing as may bring this question of the admission 
of California: per se to a decision by the Senate. I 
ani then willing to go: on and take up the territo- 
rial question—the question of a government for 
the territories; and | may say upon the whole 
that I am inclined to think it will be the best way 
to proceed, to take up the territorial bills and act 
upon them. 

Sir, the honorable member from Kentucky, 
[Mr. Cuay,] who moved a series of resolutions 
on these subjects, whom | have now the honor of 
addressing as the occupant of the chair, will, as a 
matter of right, if he chooses to exercise it at a con- 


venient hour, be entitled to reply to the remarks | 


which have been made upon his propositions. That 
is a matter of courtesy due to every member of the 
Senate, and it is especially due to him.- ‘There is 
also-an honorable member from Tennessee [Mr. 
Brit] who has brought forward a series of reso- 
lutions. He, too, is entitled to be heard in reply 
to objections which have been suggested to his 
propositions. Ido not mean to say that the debate 
should extend no further, bet it is my judgment 
thatit becomes us to consider whether we will dis- 
cuss. one question to-day, and another to-morrow, 


tion before us. : . 
Sir, as far as depends upon me, as I have said, 

there will be by no vote of mine any restraint 

upon debate at all—none at all. But! think we 


ency to. some point—that, instead of postponing 
these resolutions, one or the other series, from 
day to day, and keeping them all open to debate, 
we ought pretty soon to come toa resolution to 
take-up some measure of a practical character, and 
debate it till we are ready to act upon it. That is 
my view. The two. precise questions, or the two 
forms in which the questions are presented, most 
fit I think for practical action, are the amendments 


(Mr. Benton] to the resolution of an honorable 


amendment to that resolution, instructing the Com- 
mittee on the Territories to bring ina bill for the 


other subject; and the bill which, before we had 
time to come to any resolution upon that point, or 
to any vote upon that question, has been reported. 


now is to take up the bill reported from the Com- 
mittee on Territories, for the admission of Califor- 
i nia, and debate it. I mean to say that it is our 
true course, in my opinion, to adopt that pro- 
cedure, after the honorable member from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Cray] and the honorable member 
from Tennessee [Mr. Brix] have had a proper 
opportunity to reply to the objections which have 
been urged against their respective propositions. 
At the same time, I wish to say to the honorable 


though I have no objection to come to a vote upon 
his proposition, yet I cannot conceal from him— 


that my opinion is, that we have now come to a 


is as well informed of as he can possibly be after 
any report of the committee. My opinion is, that 
we had better proceed to take up these subjects, 
beginning at the beginning. 1 am unwilling, Í 
will take occasion to say—if the Senate will not 
consider me as too much trespassing on its atten- 
tion—I am unwilling to leave any of these ques~ 
tions open, to be the cause of heart-burnings, and 
dissension, and dissatisfaction threugh the recess, 
(if we are to have any recess—which may be 


and then on the territorial bills reported to us from 
the Committee on Territories. 1 am for taking 


ments are made, such as have been suggested, I 
am ready to vote upon any such amendments, 
And my opinion is, sir, that we can do nothing so 
important to the satisfaction of the country—noth- 
ing that will relieve men’s minds from apprehen- 
sion—nothing that will give such general quietude, 
as to act as soon as is convenient and proper. upon 


upon the bill or bills for the creation of the terri- 
torial governments in New Mexico and the rest of 


of the Senate shall approve. 


cording to these opinions,will be my conduct here. 
I wish this body to come to a conclusion upon 
California; my opinion is made up. 


acter: of the territorial bills. Iam willing to act 
upon them on the principles and opinions which I 


these bills shall come up, and this body shall come 


quiet, and satisfaction. 


estimation of men all over the world. Ido not 
wish to hear it said on the other side of the Atlantic, 
that this great, constitutional, free representative 
Government cannot go on with certainty and dis- : 
| patch, and without impediment; that it is liable to | 
a great hiatus every now and then; that the great ; 


without-coming to any result upon the great ques- ! 


ought to bring the subjects so as to have a tend- | 


moved by an honorable member from Missouri į 


member from Illinois, [Mr. Dovcras,} by way of || 


admission of California, unconnected with any ` 


Now, it appears to me, sir, with great deference | 
to the judgment of others, that our true course | 


member from Mississippi, [Mr. Foors,] that, || 


and I do not wish to conceal: from the country— |; 


point upon this general subject, which every one |; 


much doubted.) I am for acting on California, | 


them up and voting upon them; and if any amend- |! 


the bill for the admission of California, and then | 


Republic as its friends at home and abroad have 
fondly hoped and predicted. f am desirous that 
| we should take such a course in regard to these 


|| exciting questions, as will enable us to dispose of 


| them, and to resume and go through with our or- 
dinary duties of legislation. And I will take occa- 
| sion to say, sir, that Ido not expect to see har- 
| monious legislation upon any of the subjects which 
touch the great interests of the country until this 
question shall be settled. There are great ques- 
tions—highly- important questions—for the decision 
of which the country, North and South, and in 
| the centre, have looked with great interest to the 
action of Congress at this session. For one, I. 
despair of any wise, and temperate, and just legis- 
lation until these disturbing questions be removed; 
and therefore I wish, that the questions that have 
been brought upon us by the events of the last 
two or three years, somewhat unexpectedly, shall 
| be settled. E wish them to be settled upon the 
| true principles of ‘the Constitution of the United 
| States. I want no new platform. lask no new con- 
i cessions on the one side or on the other—no new 
| compromises; the Constitution is enough; it is 
' broad enough, full enough, efficient enough; and 
if we can bring ourselves to act with moderation, 
í and temperance, and candor, and magnanimity, 
and I will add, with, what is equally important, 
a fraternal regard and sympathy upon the ques- 
i tions before us, in the spirit of the Constitution, 
we shall be able to rescue the country from its 
present perils. We who sit here, clothed with 
i this high authority for the moment, are, I firmly 
believe, able to rescue the country from its pres- 


|| ent embarrassing condition, and to satisfy the pub- 


lic judgment and the public feeling of the extreme 
North, and the extreme South, and from one ocean 
to the other. 

! Sir, I beg the indulgence of the Senate for wan- 
dering into these general remarks. I had no inten- 
| tion so to do wheh I rose; but I must now express 
my sincere, deliberate conviotion, that our true 
course is to proceed onward, step by step, with the 
great subjects that have been devolved on us by 


il recent events, by the acquisitions that have been 


made by this Government of these. great territo- 
| ries, and to take them up, and act upon one and all 
in the spirit which the Constitution of the United 
States prescribes to us all, enjoins upon us all, as 
| itis our duty to conform -to that spirit in all our 
| legislation. 

Well, when gentlemen shall have satisfied them- 
selves on these propositions, and. when, as I have 
said, the movers of the propositions shall have had 
all the opportunity they desire for replying to the 
remarks that have been made, I shall feel it my 
| duty to bring to the attention of the Senate practi- 
cal measures, with the view to their being decided 
upon, one after the other, in the order in which they 
may have been presented. : 

Mr. FOOTE. Participating as 1 do in those 
| sentiments of gratitude, respect, and admiration 
| which have been called forth here, and elsewhere, 
| by the speech of the honorable Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts, delivered in our hearing a few weeks 


the territories, and pass a biil such as the majority | 
é That is my judg- | 
ment; and in pursuance of these opinions, and ac- |! 


i wish this į 
body then to come to a conclusion upon the char- i| the suggestions to which he has this moment given 
i! utterance. 
'! collision, or even any appearance of collision with 
have already avowed; and I do apprehend, sir, an |: the honorable Senator from Massachusetts, upon 
entire concurrence in these opinions by a majority | any of the points specially discussed by him on 
of this body; and my conviction ‘is, that when | 


to a decision upon them—upon what may be called į 
the contested part of them—the majority of this: 
body will come to a conclusion exceedingly useful i 
to the country, In extending to it more harmony, © 


| since, and which was so replete with sound, lib- 
| eral, patriotic, and statesmanlike views upon the 
great questions which now occupy so intensely thë 
' public mind of the country, I must be permitted 
to declare the profound regret which I feel at 
being constrained, by considerations too imperious 
to be disregarded, to state my dissent to several of 


Such indeed is my desire to avoid 


: this occasion, that I should gladly remain silent, but 
i for the fact that one or two of his leadinz observa- 
i tions are repugnant to convictions which 1 have 
i for some time past entertained—convictions which 
: have been greatly confirmed and corroborated by 
recent events, and the correctness of which I do 


> è t : not entirely despair of being able to demonstrate, 
| Sir, I desire—if I may say so—to preserve the | even to the honorable Senator from Massachusetts 
| eredit of this great republican Government in the 


himself. In most of the general views of the hon- 


‘ orable Senator from Massachusetts, L can, without 


the least insincerity, avow my hearty concurrence. 


i T concur with him also in the remark which fell 
‘from him, and which was several times repeated, 
; touching the expediency of proceeding, in a regu- 
ate then ` lar and orderly manner, in the examination of the 
principle of free government is likely, after all, | several practical propositions which have been sub- 
| not to be so satisfactorily exemplified in this great :| mitted to us for the adjustment of the various ques- 
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tions which have so long and so seriousty disturbed 
the public peace, and confused the legislation of 
Congress. Bat 1 beg leave to say to the honora- 
ble gentleman, that he seems to me either to have 
seriously misunderstood, or strangely to have mis- 
remembered; the events which have been transpir- 
ing in the two wings of the Capitol during our pres- 
ent session; else surely he could not so solemnly 
have- urged us to proceed at once, as a preliminary 
step to the settlement of all existing questions of 
difficulty and the restoration of fraternal feeling 
between the northern and southern sections of the 
Confederacy, to the admission of California into 
the Union. He says that we ought to take up 
One subject at a time—to dispose of it, and then 
proceed in regular succession to consider and to 
act upon others; and he says further that all these 
measures should be of a practical character—avow- 
ing his opinion to be, that the period within which. 
it was politie to give our attention to mere abstract 
propositions has now passed by.-.In all this I 
agree with the kenorable Senator fram Massachu- 
setts; indeed, I could with equal truth declare, that 
1 have for some time passed entertained these same | 
views, and acted upon them. I have been strug- 
gling for weeks, actively and earnestly, to call off 
the attention of the Senate from the abstract ques- 
tions which have been so fiercely-and so tediously 
debated here, and to bring about the early adoption 
of some measure or measures ef practical legis- 
lation. : 

Now, sir, let meask the honorable Senator from 
Massachusetts to recur with me far a moment to 
certain incidents in our own course of proceeding, 
important to be considered before we irrevocably 
determine what shall be the first step in that career 
of practical legislation now recommended to us. 
Does the honorable gentleman recollect—if he 
does not, 1 will venture to remind him—that the 
first—yea, I-may say the only—measure of practi- 
cal legislation, in the sense in which that word is 
designed to be used, introduced in either house of 
Congress at the present session, embracing the va- 
rious questions now under consideration, was one 
introduced by myself, a notice of which was given 
as early as the second or third day after we assem- 
bled here? ‘The bill of which I thus gave notice, 
and which I afterward introduced, proposed to 
give a territorial government to California, Dese- 
ret, and New Mexico. It was strictly and exclu- 
sively a territorial bill. The California constitu- 
tion had net then arrived, and those who have 
since’ becn so vehemently urging. the immediate 
admission of California as a State, had not brought 
forward any formal proposition for. that purpose. 
{t would therefore seem that, so far as the actual 
order of events here can give claim to precedence in 
the course of our legislative action, the advantage |! 
is altogether in favor of the territorial bill reported 
to us from the Committee on Territories, and 
against the other bill reported with it. The terri- 
torial bill reported. from the committee is the terri- 
toral bill offered by me early in the session, with 
certain modifications, deemed expedient by the 
committee. 

But there are several other reasons for taking 
up the territorial bill first, which the honorable | 
Senator from Massachusetts appears to have 
overlooked, the bare mention of which [ am per- 
suaded must command more or less of his respect. 
One of these 1 will now mention: The admission of 
California at some period of the present session of 
Congress, is almost absolutely certain. No one 
doubts it.. It is, indeed, certain to occur, if Con- |; 
gress shall remain long enough in séssion. It is 
therefore quite immaterial, for any real, substan- 
tial purpose of national legislation, whether this 
measure shall be adopted during the current week, 
or during the next succeeding week. The defeat 
of it is impossible; no eloquence can make it too 
odious for the approval.of the majority here; no 
logic can be of potency sufficient even seriously to 
obstruct its progress. I might well say, that the 
admission of California may be now safely written | 

- down in advance as part of our fature history. 

Mr. MASON. With limited boundaries? i 

Mr. FOOTE. With or without modification of | 


4l 


| question of admitting California. 


boundaries, as may happen. 
of what ought to occur, still less of what will be 
my own action in regard to this measure of admis- 
sion. The time has not yet arrived for the avowal 
of my own views on this subject,-or the declara- 
tion of those entertained by my constituents. 1 
have deemed it woth discreet and decorous to hold 
myself for the present in reserve in regard to the 
question of admission. At the proper time I shall 
not fail to speak out in language which none will 
misunderstand. Well, sir, let us see in what 
aspect the territorial question is presented to us. 
Whether territorial governments for New Mexico 
and Deseret will be established at the present ses- 
sion of Congress, t hold to be quite uncertain. 
Whether we shall be able, under the most favor- 


. able circumstances which can be imagined to exist, 


to. establish territorial governments. without the 
Wilmot proviso, as so eloquently urged in our 
hearing a few weeks sinte by the honorable Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts, is a question which all 
must admit to be involved in great doubt. I will 
not declare, with the honorable Senator from Ken- 
tucky, [Mr. Unperwoop,] in his admirable re- 
marks of to-day, that in consequence of the late 
excellent speech of the honorable Senator from 
Massachusetts, he stands repudiated and con- 
demned by the whole North, including his own 
constituents—I do not so believe; I have a confi- 
dent hope that the honorable Senator from Massa- 


| chusetts will be ultimately triumphant in the war 


which he is waging in behalf of the Constitution 
and the Union, against fanaticism, and bigotry, 
and sectional jealousy. But yet is it true that 
Free Soilism is not yet extinct under the blows of 
the honorable Senator from Massachusetts, and his 
heroic comrades in arms. In spite of the potent 
ridicule of the honorable Senator from Massachu- 
setts, “the Wilmot’ still survives. The monster 
is indeed seriously crippled under the blows which 
have been so sturdily dealt upon him, but he is 
no: yet powerless for mischief—ihe snake is 
scotched, not killed; it may turn and be itself again. 
Though the supporters of the Wilmot proviso in 
the North are seriously enfeebled and dispirited — 
though several signal triumphs have been achieved 
over these wretched factionists at the ballot-box; 
yet still are there large numbers of men in the free 
States who openly and fiercely maintain the odious 
principles for which they have heretofore con- 
tended, and whose representatives here, in the two 
‘houses of Congress, are yet zealous, united, and 
possessed of more efficiency for evil than I at least 
am pleased to witness. . L repeat, sir, that the ulti- 
mate establishment of territorial governments, with- 
out the Wilmot proviso, is a matter most painfully 
problematical—indeed, I may say that it is a 
measure the adoption of which is in a very great 


‘degree dependent upon the discretion, the forbear- 


ance, and the tactical skill which its friends may 
bring into the field in support of it, Itis a measure, 
therefore, as it appears to me, that should have 
precedence allowed to it on account of the difficul- 
ties with which itis encumbered, and which may, 
after all, defeat it. 

But again, sir, the territorial measure is entitled 
to precedence, because it involves the quiet and 
safety of the Republic more deeply than the 
We all know 
that the honorable Senator from Massachusetts 
has himself solemnly and deliberately avowed the 
opinion, that the Union itself was put in serious 
danger by the Wilmot proviso, and other kindred 
questicns. Noone can doubt, indeed, that the 
question of excluding slavery from the territories 
of the Union, by congressional enactment, has 


done more to embroil the public feeling of the |! 


country, and to weaken the ties which bind these 
confederated States together, than ali other causes 
combined. The admission or non-admission of 
California, is in this point of view comparatively 
insignificant. Delay the act of admission for a 


year, or for two years, or more, and the pillars of |: eb: cha 
; elsewhere than here, that it is altogether improbable 


i that the proposition of admitting California into 


the Union will still stand as firm and secure as they 
did when the foundations of the Government were 
laid. Precedence is due, therefore, to the territorial 


measure by reason of its superior importance, 
é 


I do not speak now | 


and the greater dangers attendant upon our failure 
to adopt it. . an, a 

But there are other considerations which, if 
possible, are yet more entitled to regard... The 
territorial bill, if adopted first, will neither defeat 
nor retard the passage of the bill for admitting. - 
California; while the admission of California. be- 
fore the territorial question is disposed of, is more 
than likely to defeat its ultimate adjustment en- 
tirely. I will proceed concisely to explain this.. 
Suppose the territorial measure, in the form de- 
sired by us, to have passed the Senate, to have 
reached the House of Representatives, and. to 
have been approved there also. Suppose. that, 
in immediate sequence thereto, the California bill 
to be taken up, does any ene imagine that ils: pas- 
sage would be at all uncertain? Is it probable, in 
fact, that its passage through both houses of Con- 
gress would be at all obstructed? Why, sir, on, 
the contrary, it is most obvious that the. measure 
of admission will be greatly facilitated by the, pre-; 
cedent adjustment of the territorial questiony and 
its adoption would he productive of less dissatis- 
‘factian and acrimonious feeling, in consequence of 
the previous settlement of the other more irritating 
question, 

But suppose that the California bill upon your 
table should pass first, what would be the mevitable 
consequences? f will state them, with that unre- 
served frankness which the importance of the occa- 
sion demands; and I do, accordingly, unhesitatingly 
declare that, if the measure of admission be adopted 
in advance of the settlement of the territorial ques- 
tion, the adjustment of that question, at the present, 
session of Congress, will never, in my opinion, take: 
place. I warn the Senator from Massachusetts—, 
whose desire to arrange al] the peints. of present 
controversy, and to restore concord and kind feel- 
ing to the country, I do not in the least doubt-— 
that, if he can succeed in the movement in which 
he is now enlisted, he will find certain gentlemen 
here and elsewhere disposed to decline all further. 
legislation on the subject for the present; they 
will be seen to throw themselves at once upon the: 
non-action policy of the Administration, and seek-, 
ing to gain a pitiful party triumph at the ex pense of. 
the best interests of the country... Gentlemen will, 
be heard to cry out, in. both houses.of Congress, 
most lustily, that New Mexico: and, ‘Deseret can; 
do very. well without government for. the present, 
and until they shall respectively have enough peo- 
ple within. their limits to claim. admission into. the 
Union as States. Does not the honorable Senator 
know that this course of proceeding is already. 
zealously advocated by certain. leading Whig 
presses in the North? Does he not recollect that 
this very policy has been openly avowed, at this. 
session in both houses of Congress? [shall bring 
no charge against the President and his constitu- 
tional advisers in connection with this view of the 
subject. Indeed, I sincerely rejoice to learn that 
the President has of late avowed his desire that 
the good work of pacification and settlement shall 
be consummated, if possible, upon any plan which 
may be deemed most advisable, whether the one 
heretofore recommended by him or not. But yet 
it is true, and I have full proof upon the point in 
my portfolio, which 1 may yet produce if it should 
be called for, that at this very moment there are 
movements of an official character in public. and 
active progress in New Mexico, set on foot for 
the avowed purpose of producing a State organi- 
zation for that territory,and demanding admitiance. 
into the Union, in conformity with. the example 
of California. Yes, sir; pass. the California bill 
first, and as a separate measure, and you. may rest 
confidently assured that territorial governments for 
New Mexico and Deseret will never more be 
talked of by many of those who would be quite 
| willing to establish them as part of a general 
scheme of arrangement and compromise. 

Sir, it would be quite easy for me to show, by 
recurring to the current debates which are going on. 


the Union will receive the sanction of the two 


houses of Congress, whatever may be the action 
> 
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here. Let me refer, by way of illustration, to a 

manly, learned, and statesmanlike speech „delivered 

on, yesterday not far from this ball of deliberation, 

and which has been published this morning in 

gome of the Washington papers. The gentleman | 
who delivered this speech is unknown to me per- 

sonally; but F-know many of his friends, and his 

name will be sufficient to commend him to the re- 

spect of the honorable Senator from Massachu- 

setis; who is well known to hold that name in pe- 

euliar veneration. ` The gentleman alluded to is a 

Whig, and from the State of Kentucky.” He is 

friendly to the admission of California into the 
Union—no one is more.so; and yet, in the speech 
to which I am. referring; he does not hesitate to 
declare his inflexible determination not to vote for 
this measure of admission, except as part of a gen- 
eral scheme of arrangement and compromise. 

Let me here say, Mr. President, that I can see 
very little difference between such a scheme, em- 
bracing all the points of dispute in one bill, and 
several bills covering the same ground, and in re- 
lation to which, before any one of them shall be 
finally acted upon, there shall be a distinct under- 
standing that all are to be allowed-to pass in rapid 
and continued succession. 

There are other views of the subject of still more 
striking character, which I do not feel at liberty to 
withhold. Sir, you cannot—thank Heaven, you | 
cannot—pass a bill for the admission of California, | 
as a separate and distinct measure, at all. I say 
you cannot do it; and I speak of what I feel most 
confidently assured when I make this declaration. 
You may pass the bill here, sir—though I hope 
that this is even a little doubtful—~you may pass 
it here, sir; but it will never become a law, not- | 
withstanding. It has to be approved in the other 
wing of this Capitol; it must be sanctioned by | 
both houses of Congress; and: that I hold to be 
impossible. 1 do not feel authorized to enter into 
full explanations upon this very delicate point; | 
but there are legislative expedients, perfectly le- 
gitimate in their character, the efficiency of which 
can be fully relied upon, easy to be resorted to, | 
and the modus operandi of which has been recently | 
seen and felt in practical exhibition, by means of 
which it is possible that a high-spirited, patriotic, 
and resolute minority can successfully protect it- 
self, and the vital interests of the Republic, from the 
usurping violence of an overbearing majority. 
These expedients, I assure you, will be resorted 
to, if all ordinary measures of defence fail; and you 


will find your California bill defeated by a species | 


of non-action which will be alike fatal to all the 
other legislative measures of the session. Why, 
then, Lask of the Senator from Massachusetts, and 
those with whom he is acting upon the question at 
present under consideration—why will they insist | 
upon claiming precedence for the measure of Cali- 
fornia admission, with all these serious conse- 
quences staring them in the face? Do they desire ; 
to secure the early admission of California? The | 
course which they are now pursuing will inevit- | 
ably postpone the realization of their wishes, and i 


$ 


in all probability defeat the measure of admis- 
sion altogether. Do they desire to restore con- 
cord and brotherly feeling in our midst? The 
scheme which they are striving to execute will 


revive controversial strife, and make pacification |: 


utterly hopeless. Do they wish to save and to | 
perpetuate the Union? Their present action is; 


calculated greatly to deepen and multiply the |) where. 


ately selected by ourselves, as to refer to the dis- 
tinguished personages of whom it is likely to be 
composed, all those questions which have.so long 
disturbed the public peace, and endangered the 
welfare of the nation? Does he not perceive that 


| some good may, by possibility, result from the 


calm, dispassionate interchanges of opinion and 
sentiment to be expected to take place among the 
members of such a committee, and that it is next 
to impossible that they will recommend any meas- 


to any part of the Republic? In fine, does he not 
see the peculiar advantage which may be expected 
to be realized from- that incorporation of moral in- 
fluence, that blending and uniting into one cohe- 


| sive and coefficient mass, all the power of high 


character, illustrious achievement, and individual 
popularity, which so numerous a committee of 
this body would undoubtedly bring into action? 
I must yet hope that the honorable Senator from 
Massachusetts will unite with us in raising this 
special committee. 

Mr. WEBSTER. There is nothing personal 
the honorable Senator from Mississippi has said 
to which I take the slightest exception, I must 
only say, that I am quite incredulous to all the 
predictions of disunion from anything growing out 
of the present controvesy—quite incredulous. My 
honorable friend from Mississippi will allow me 
to remind him that, in the prophecies of later times, 
there was a certain Saturday mentioned. The day 
went over, and no pillar of the Constitution was 
shaken—no bond of the Union was severed. The 
sun rose in the morning, we all enjoyed a very. 
agreeable day, and we all went to bed at night 
conscious of the integrity of the Government still 
subsisting. 

Sir, I hardly understand the member from Mis- 
sissippi when he undertakes to say that there are 
persons who will band together. Who will band 
together ?—for what purpose will they band to- 
gether? 

Mr. FOOTE. For party purposes. 

Mr. WEBSTER. For party purposes—very 
well. But they will band together, I take it, sir, 
under the forms of the Constitution and the laws— 
on the ayes and noes. And if the ayes are most 


| numerous, the measure must prevail, or if the noes 


are, the measure must fail. I know of no other 
way in which Senators can band together. 

Mr. FOOTE. If the Senator will permit me to 
explain. The banding together of which I spoke, 
was to sustain the policy of the Administration, 
| so called. As to the other point, I suppose the 
Senator prefers to go on until he closes. I will 
therefore say nothing more at present. 

Mr. WEBSTER. | trust that in meeting these 
questions, we shall act according to our constitu- 
tional duties, and according to our rights as mem- 
bers of this body. As to this question of Califor- 
nia, I do‘not wish to hasten it, but I wish to take 
a course that will lead toward its decision; and 
when the time comes, my word for it we shall 
vote as on other questions. We may have some 
protracted sittings, and many calls for the yeas 


| and nays; but when it is ascertained that there is 
ij a majority of the Senate for or against admitting 


California, I feel no doubt that the majority will 
control. As to the other wing of the Capitol, it 


is no concern of mine. I mean to do my duty 
here, and leave it to others to do their duty else- 
We of the Senate have this subject now 


perils which encompass this fair sisterhood of i before us, we of the Senate propose to act on this 
States, and if persisted in to the end, must termi- |! subject, and we of the Senate, according to the 


nate in the dissolution of the Confederacy itself. | 
J beseech them to be admonished in time; and 
instead of unnecessarily rushing upon the evils 
to which they ave fast approximating, to coöp- 


j 

: ; S ] |! dispose of it according to their sense of duty. 
erate with us in maturing and carrying into speedy || They are one set of public servants—they must 
execution some just, fraternal, magnanimous ‘answer to their masters, and we must to ours 
scheme of adjustment, which may equaliy save the || Let us do our duty. f 


honor of the North and of the South, and secure | 
to every part of our beloved country the priceless | 


j 
| 


i 


Í 
i 


Constitution and our rules of proceeding and of 
order, will dispose of it so far as we are concerned, 
and then we will leave it to the other House to 


_ But I do not concur in any notion or assump- 
tion that- there is to be anything extraordinary 


blessings of domestic repose and security, and the || arising out of this business—anything out of the 
perpetual enjoyment of these invaluable civil in- || usual course and mode. Good speeches we shall 
stitutions which the wisdom of our venerated fore- :| have, and have had. Perhaps we shall have, as we 


fathers have provided for us and our posterity. 


ator from Massachusetts to specify, if he be able to 
do. so, the mischief or disadvantage which can 
possibly result from the raising of the committee 
of thirteen to whom l am desirous to refer this i 
whole subject. Sir, can we not so far trust a com- 
mittee of our own body, cautiously and déliber- 


:i arise for alarm to us or to 
H my view. 


|! have had, some rather | 
> 3 i 58 r long speeches, and I make 
Mr. President, let me ask of the honorable Sen- | Ende ; 


one of them; but in the end, when onr taste for 
iscussion shall have been satisficd, we shall come 


’! to the vote. It will be put to us by the Clerk who 
:! sits before you, and the ayes and noes will decide 


it just as they always have; and no occasion. will 
the county. That is 


ure or measures capable of doing serious detriment || 


! able Senator from Massachusetts; the 


Mr. FOOTE, It is not necessary for me upon 
this occasion to-make special acknowledgment of 
the extraordinary intellectual powers of the honor- 
are known 
to us all, and to the civilized world; yet I sup- 
pose that I may be allowed to congratulate myself 
that he has been in this instance nota little for- 
bearing and merciful; and that 1 do not find that 
he has said anything in repty to what I have al- 
ready said. which it is not abundantly easy for me 
to answer. And first, as to the allusion of the hon- 
orable Senator to a prophecy that he supposes me 
to have uttered a few weeks since, that he says 
most signally failed of verification. Now, sir, if the 
honorable Senator had been present, when, once in 
the Senate heretofore, I explained this matter of 
prophecy, and the circumstances connected with 
this suggested failure of verification, he would, E 
am sure, have never thought of indulging his turn 
for facetiousness, as he has been pleased to do. 
Why, sir, what were the actual facts? 1 declared 
here, on a particular day of our session, that if 
certain proceedings then menaced should occur in 
the other wing of this Capitol, I seriously feared 
that the questions, then as now the subject of zeal- 
ous controversy among us, would be found to have 
left our jurisdiction forever. And what did I mean 
by this? Why, simply, that if a resolution for the 
separate admission of California should be forced 
through the House by certain violent means threat- 
ened to be resorted to, (including, as I understood, 
the displacement of the Speaker from the chair, 
I apprehended serious strife as inevitably conse- 
quent thereupon—very clearly intimating that such 
a course of proceeding would be, in all probability, 
recognized as revolutionary in its character, and as 
such justifying a resort to extreme measures of 
prevention, Well, this resolution was withdrawn; 
a bill was substituted in its place, which was put 
upon its regular passage through the House; the 
violent measures anticipated were not resorted to; 
and the evil consequences which E predicted as 
likely to result from their enforcement, were not 
realized. In other words, to the credit of all con- 
cerned, kind and healing counsels prevailed, and 
the country was saved from a collision of energies 
from which the most direful consequences might 
have been reasonably anticipated. My prophecy, 
as it is called, was based upon a contingency which 
did not arise; and therefore, happily for.the Re- 
public, its verification was not in point of fact 
realized. So much for the prophecy. The hon- 
orable Senator will, I think, hardly derive any im- 
portant advantage, in the controversy which has so 
accidentally sprung up between us, from this hu- 
morous sally of his. 

I understand the honorable Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts to say, that he does not at all fear the 
dissolution of the Union upon the questions now 
pending. Well, sir, I understood him to speak 
quite differently a few days since. When he 
made his celebrated speech in this Chamber several 
weeks ago, I thought that he regarded the Union 
as involved in danger most serious and imminent, 
and the country has awarded him great credit for 
interfering as he did so seasonably and so efficiently 
for its rescue, I fear that he will somewhat im- 
pair his own glory if he shall succeed in proving 
that, after all, the dangers which he so valiantly 
combated were only imaginary. Let me assure 
him, most solemnly, that the Union was in great 
danger when he delivered that speech, but that, if 


fee ot f : 
his present proposition should be carried out, it 


will be in still greater danger. The admission of 
California per se, as he styles it, would awaken a 
feeling of chagrin, of irritation, and of flaming indig- 
nation throughout the whole South, which, in my 
judgment, would make ali future attempts of ad~ 
justment hopeless, and inevitably bring upon us 
all the evils which it has been the generous am- 
bition of the honorable Senator from Massachusetts 
to ward off and prevent. I beseech him to pause 
in his career, if he does not desire, instead of 
being recognized as the defender and preserver of 
the Union, to be regarded as its enemy and its de- 
stroyer. 

The honorable gentleman says that itis sufficient 
for the Senate to pay due regard to its own course 
of proceeding, without looking to whatis likely to 
occur in the codrdinate branch of the national 
legislature. With due deference, | mnst suggest 
to the honorable gentleman that he does not speak 
constitutionally on this point. In my judgment we 


should but. poorly perform-our duty here, if we 
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did not look to all the consequences likely to arise | 
from our acts, either remote or ‘proximate. The 
two houses of Congress, after. all, constitute but | 
one legislative body.- We-can do nothing in the 
way of legislation without the aid of the other 
House; and we are bound, as judicious legislators, 
so to frame the propositions which we submit to 
those who perform the law-making functions in 
‘connection with us, that good, efficient, and satis- 
factory legislation’ may result therefrom. We 
should indeed be most unprofitably employed in 
devising measuresjhere, and imparting to them the 
Senatorial sanction, which we are bound to know 
will never become a part of the law of the land. 

As the honorable Senator from Massachusetts 
has not yet answered any material part of the ar- | 
gument addressed by me to,the Senate in opposi- 
tion to taking up the measure of admission, as a | 
separate and distinct measure, and anterior to the 
settlement of the territorial question, I will not de- 
tain the Senate with a more extended notice of his 
remarks. 

Mr. HALE. As it is near four o’clock, I move 
that we adjourn. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Will the Senator withdraw 
the motion for a moment. 

Mr. HALE, I will. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Itake the occasion to say that 
T agree fully with the honorable and distinguished 
Senator from Massachusetts, and I am sorry that 
the lateness of the hour will not permit me to ex- 
press my opinions on this single point. 

Mr. WEBSTER. Move to adjourn. 

Mr. FOOTE. I will give way to my friend 
from Illinois, so that he may have an opportunity 
to address the Senate to-morrow. 

And then the Senate adjourned. 


| 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Fray, April 5, 1850. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

. Mr. MORSE asked the unanimous consent of 

the House to make an application in behalf of a 

colleague of his, who was (Mr. M. said) detained 

from the House by indisposition. It was, that 

he might withdraw from the files of the House 

the papers of A. P. Brittenham, that they might 

be presented to the Senate. As the subject-matter 

of them arose ander a treaty, it was supposed to 
be proper that they should go there, 

Unanimous consent having been granted, the 
papers were withdrawn. 

Mr. CONGER desired unanimous consent to | 
make a motion of a similar character. 

Mr. INGE called for the regular order of busi- 
ness. 

Mr. CABELL asked the unanimous consent of 
the House at this time to introduce a bill, of which, 
he said, previous notice had been given. 

The reading of the title of the bill was called for. 

Mr. INGE suggested that the rules of the 
House should be suspended during the morning 
hour, for the purpose of calling the States in their 
order for bills, of which previous notice had been 


| 
| 


iven. 
E The SPEAKER said that the motion could be 
entertained only by gencral consent. 

Objection was made. 

So the motion was not entertained. 

And the bill of Mr. Canetti was not received. 


The SPEAKER, by general consent, presented 
to the House certain depositions in relation to the 
Jowa contested election; which were referred to 
the Committee on Elections. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, asked the unani- 
mous consent of the House to withdraw the papers 
of Joseph K. Boyd from the files thereof. They 
related to the burning of the frigate Philadelphia, 
and were wanted for Mr. Boyd’s private use. 

Objection was made. , 

Mr. INGE insisted on the regular order of busi- 


ess. 

$ Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, was un- 
derstood to make an inquiry of the Chair in re- 
lation to Senate bills on the Speaker’s table. 

The SPEAKER said Senate bills on the Speak- i 
er’s table could only be taken up by unanimous 
consent. 

THE PRIVATE CALENDER. 


The SPEAKER announced the regular business 
of the day to be the consideration of bills on the | 


private calendar. B 


| itself into Committee of the Whole on the private | 


i; eration of the general law.] 


jected to by Messrs. Crowe. and Jonzs,] 


| Roberts, of the city of New Orleans. 


And the first in the order of that business was 
the bill heretofore reported from the Committee 
of the Whole, for the relief of John Dickson, 
surviving partner of the firm of Lambert and Dick- 
son. 

And the pending question was on the engross- 
ment thereof. : 

The bill having been ordered to a third reading, | 
was read a third time and passed. 

The SPEAKER said that there was no other | 
private bill on the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. THOMAS moved that the House resolve 


calendar. | 
Mr. DUER moved that the House resolve itself 
ane Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
nion. 


A bill for the relief of Winthro 
[Objected: to by Mr. Haxz.] i 
A bill for the relief. of Daniel Steenrod. [Obs 


p S: Harding. 


jected to.], 
[Objected to by Messrs. Jones and Dunnam. ] : 
[Ob- 
A bill for the relief of James Dixon. 
3 mony: 
[Objected to by Mr. Ewine.] 


jected to by Messrs. Hunter and Oris.) vs 
A bill for the relief of William J. Price. {Ob-~ 
A. bill for the relief of Christopher: H: Rix. 
A bill for the relief of Robert Davidson. 

jected to by Mr. Dunnam.] E 

i {[Objected 

to by Messrs. Haru and Jones. ] 
A bill for the relief of Manuel X. Har 
A. bill for the relief of Thomas 0. 

[Objected to by Mr. Jonzs.] 


Selfridge. 


The SPEAKER said that as this day was set 
apart for the consideration of private bills, the 
motion of the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
Tuomas] would be first put, If that motion 
should not prevail, the question would then recur 
on the motion of.the gentleman from New York, 
[Mr. Durr,] that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 

Mr. PECK said he presumed it was understood 
by the House that this was objection day. 

The SPEAKER said that this was the first 
Friday in the month, and was therefore objection 

ay. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Tuomas, and no quorum voted thereon. 

Tellers [Messrs. Porrer and Roor] were ap- 
pointed. | 

And the question was again taken, and decided 
in the affirmative—ayes 79, noes 38. 

So the House resolved itself into Committee of 
soe Whole, Mr. Tuomersoy, of Mississippi, in the 
chair. 

The committee proceeded to the consideration | 
of the private calendar, under the restrictions | 
prescribed by the following rule of the House: 

“Rule 30th. On the first and fourth Friday of each 
month, the calendar of private bills shall he called over, į 
(the Chairman of the Committee of the Whole House com- 
mencing the call where he lett off the previous day,) and | 
the bills, to the passage of which no objection shall then be | 
marte, shall be the first considered and disposed of.” 

The following bills, coming up in their order on 
the calendar, were considered and laid aside to be 
reported to the House, with a recommendation 
that they do pass, viz: 

A bill for the relief of Eliphas C. Brown; 

A bill for the relief of Skelton Felton; 

A bill for the relief of George Collier and Wil- 
liam G. Peltus; : 

A bill for the relief of John Plunkett; 

A bill for the relief of Williams, Staples, and 
Williams; 

A bill for the relief of Smith and Hersey; 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Richards; 

A bill for the relief of Edward Everett, late a 
sergeant of the United States army; 

A bill for the relief of Anna Grffin. 

[This bill was amended on the motion of Mr. 
Waxpo, so as to substitute ‘ Secretary of the Inte- 
rior” for ‘Secretary of War,” as the officer to 
adjust the claim.] . 

A bill for the relief of Jacob Zimmerman; 

A bill for the relief of William Whicher; 

A bill for the relief of Charles Stuart; 

A bill for the relief of Sarah Jane West; | 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives | 
of Captain George R. Shoemaker, deceased. 

The following bills came up in their order for | 
consideration, but being objected to, as indicated | 
below, were laid over under the rule for future 


A bill for the relief of Samuel Graves. [Ob- 
jected to by Mr. Morris.} 

A bill for the relief of Jacob Drinkhouse. [Ob- 
jected to by Mr. Dunnam. } i i 

A bill for the relief of Jesse Doane, [Objected 
to by Mr. Dunnam.] 

A bill for the relief of Hubert H. Booly. —[Ob- 


jected to by Messrs. Duxsam and Crowsxu.] 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of James C. Watson of Georgia. [Objected. to 
by Mr. Crowezu.] | 

A bill to provide for the settlement of the claim. 
of Henry Leef and John McKee. . [Objected to 
by Mr. Haux.] oi 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Joshua Eddy, 
deceased. [Objected to by Mr. THomas.] 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Larkin Smith, 
(Objected to by Mr. Haymonp.] 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Lieutenant 
Bartlett Hinds. [Objected to by Mr. Dunnam.) 

A bill to incorporate thé Columbian Manufac- 
turing Company, in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. CARTTER moved an amendment, provi- 
ding that the stockholders shali be held liable, in 
their individual capacity, for all debts contracted 
by said corporation. ; 

Mr. DISNEY said that this was well enough, 
as far as it went; but he must object to the con- 
sideration of the bill to-day.] 

A bill for the relief of Charles Lee Jones. [Ob- 
; jected to by Mr. Tuomas. } 

Mr. THOMAS moved that the committee rise, 
and report to the House the bills which had re- 
ceived the favorable action of the committee. 

Mr. CROWELL called for tellers on the motion 
that the committee rise. They were ordered and 
appointed. The question being put, the tellers 
reported that there were 24 ayes, and 63:noes. |: 

_ The CHAIR said there was no quorum’ voting.” 
He directed the Clerk, in compliance with. the: 
rules, to call the roll to ascertain:the names of the 

absentees, which being done, 

The committee rose, and its chairman reported 
to the House the facts, accompanied by a list of 
the names of the absentees, to be entered upon the 


| 
f 
| 
i 
| 
} 
H 


1 
i 


iH 


ii Journal of the Flouse. 


It having been ascertained, upon the call of the 
roll, that there was a quorum, the House again 
went into Committee of the Whole, and Mr. 
Tuompson, of Mississippi, resumed the chair. 

The question, ‘Shall the committee now rise 
and report the bills to the House?” was again put, - 
and carried in the affirmative. 

The committee rose accordingly, and its chair- 
man reported to the Flouse, with a recommenda- 
tion that they do pass, the several bills, (inserted 


I! above,) which were laid aside to be so reported. 


On motion of Mr. TOOMBS, it was ordered, 
that when the House adjourns, it be till Monday 


next. ee 
‘| The SPEAKER said that the question would - 


consideration in Committee of the Whole, viz: 


i 


A bill for the relief of William Slocum, of New |! rom 
i! committee to be engrossed and read a third time. 


York. 

[Mr. JONES moved so to amend the bill that | 
the pension commence from and after the passage | 
thereof. He said that unless the friends of the 
bill consented to such an amendment, he would be 
compelled to object to its consideration to-day. 
He was willing to let the case come under the op- 


Mr. McMULLEN objected to the bill. 


|i time and passed. 


| day next, at twelve o'clock. 
it 


{ 
i 


now be on ordering the bills reported from the 


i The question was put, and the bills were so or- 
‘dered, and being engrossed, were read the third 


H House then adjourned till Mon- 


On motion, the 


} 


IN SENATE. 
: Fray, April 5, 1850. 7 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 


A bill for the relief of Joseph D. Ward. [Ob- 


A bill for the relief of A. Baudouin and A. D. 
[Objected 


{Ob- 


| 


to by Messrs. Jones and Dunuam.] 
A bill for the relief of Suyles-J. Bowen. 
jected to by Mr. Carrrer.] 


ate a communication from the Department of the 
Interior, made in compliance with a resolution of 
the Senate of the 26th ultimo, calling for a state- 
ment of the number of acres sold and remaining 
unsold in the Milwaukee land district, &c.; which 
was ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 
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MEMORIALS. AND PETITIONS: < d 

Mr. SEWARD presented three petitions of citi- 
zens-of New York, asking that the right of trial 
by jury may be secured by law to fugitive slaves, 
arrested in any other State than that.in which 
their service is claimed. i N 

Also, four petitions of citizens. of. the same 
State; asking that- no State may hereafter be ad- 
mitted into: the Union whose constitution dees not 
expressly prohibit slavery within its limits. 

E Also, three petitions. of citizens of the: same 
State, asking that slavery and the slave-trade may 
be abolished in the District of Columbia. 

‘Also, four petitions. of citizens: ofthe same 
State, asking that slavery and the slave-trade may 
be prohibited by law. in all ‘the territories of ‘the 
United States... All of which memorials were or- 
dered to He on the table. 4 
Mr. SHIELDS presented the petition of citizens 
of Alton, Hlinois, asking the adoption of measures 
for the adjustment of international controversies; 
which was referred to the Committee on. Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr. HAMLIN submitted. additional documents 
relating to the erection of a new light-house and | 
dwelling on Boon island, on the coast of Maine; 
which were referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. PEARCE presented a memorial of George | 
Watterston, and other citizens of the District of 
Columbia, asking the establishment of an Agri- 
cultural College in that District; which was re- j 
ferred to the Committee on Agriculture, and the 
motion to print was referred to the Committee on 
Printing. ‘ i 

Mr. NORRIS submitted additional documents 
relating to the claim of John Hollahan; which 
were referred to the Committee on Claims. . 

Mr. WHITCOMB presented a joint resolution | 
ofthe Legislature of Indiana, instructing the Sen- | 
ators and requesting the Representatives, of that | 
State in Congress to use their best exertions to 
procure a grant of public land for the improvement 
of the navigation of the Kankakee and Jroquois 
rivers; which was referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a resolution of the same, in favor of pro- ; 
curing an appropriation for completing the harbor | 
at Michigan City, in indiana; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Also, of the same, in favor of a law authorizing | 
the sale of the public lands, in legal subdivisions, to | 
actual settlers for the costs of survey and adver- 
tisement; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Clay county, in the 
State of Indiana, in behalf of Rachel West, widow | 
of Thomas West, a volunteer in the late war with | 
Mexico, asking that she may be allowed a pension; | 
which was referred. to the Committee on Pensions. | 

Mr. CHASE presented nine petitions of citi- | 
zens of the State of Ohio, asking that slavery and | 
the slave trade may be abolished in the District of | 


i; lie on the table. 


| by the inventor, not on a large scale, but sufficient 
‘| to demonstrate that the invention effects, to some 


the adoption of constitutional: measures for pro- } 
hibiting slavery in all territories now free, abol-. 
ishing slavery and the slave-trade in the District 
of Columbia, and the slave-trade between the 
States, and for preventing the reclamation of fugi- 
tive slaves; which. were ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, à petition of citizens of Harrison county, 
Ohio, asking that slavery may: be pone in all 
territorial governments to be established by Con- 
eress,and that no: State may hereafter be admitted 
-into the Union whose constitution does not pro- 
hibit slavery within its Jimits; a petition of the 
teacher and pupils of the Stringersville Select- 
School, in Cuyahoga county, Ohio, remonstrating 
against the compromise resctutions of Mr. Cray, 
| and asking the prohibition of slavery in territories 
now free, the abolition of slayery in the District 
of Columbia, and the slave-trade between. the 
States, and the repeal of all provisions of the act 
of 1793, respecting the reclamation of fogitive 
slaves. 

Also, a memorial of citizens of Alleghany coun- t 
ty, Pennsylvania, remonstrating against the bill | 
now pending before the Senate for the recovery of 
fugitive slaves, setting forth that laws are in force 
| in southern States, in violation of the Constitution 
of the United States, prohibiting the entrance of 
citizens of the northern States, and asking that all 
further action on the bill now pending, for the 
more effectual recovery of fugitive slaves, be sus- 
pended until the laws of the southern States be | 
repealed; all of which were severally ordered to 


$ 


EXTINGUISHMENT OF FIRES. 


Mr. CLAY. I have been requested to present 
a petition of Ralph Bulkley, of the city of New 
York. He states that he has made a discovery, 
and reduced it to a system, which, in its practical 
uses, will not only be interesting to the people of 
the United States, but to the whole civilized world 
—it being an effective method of extinguishing fire 
on steamers, vessels, or buildings, by a process 
hitherto unknown. Its effect is that of an almost 
instantaneous decomposition of the air within any 
given space, however large, thereby reducing the 
oxygen of the air into water, so that the fire im- 
mediately yields for want of oxygen to support 
combustion. And it is said to be equally as rapid 
in its effects on coal as on flame. The petition is 
accompanied by the certificates of a number of 
| persons, who I presume to be very respectable, 
| connected with the business—some with insurance 
companies in the city of New York. They cer- 
| tify that they have witnessed experiments made 


| extent at Jeast, what the inventor proposes to ac- 
complish. He asks from Congress an appropri- 
ation of a small sum of money to try the experi- 
ment, under the supervision of some officers of 
the navy, upon a larger scale than his limited 
means will allow him to do; and in the event of 
success, he proposes to sell to Congress, for public 


Columbia, or the seat of Government removed 
therefrom; which were ordered to lie on the table. |} 

Also, ten petitions of citizens of Ohio and Ili- | 
nois, and a petition of citizens of New Jersey, ask- i 
ing that no State may be hereafter admitted into | 
the Union whose. constitution does not expressly || 


prohibit slavery within its limits; which were or- |; 
dered to lic on the table. 

Also, eight petitions of citizens of Ohio, a 
petition of citizens: of Minois, and a petition of |! 
citizens of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, asking that 
slavery and the slave-trade may be prohibited by 
law inall the territories of the United States; which 
were ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, eight petitions of the same, asking that 
the right of trial by jury may be secured to fagi- |) 
tive slaves, arrested in any other State than that 
in which their service is claimed; which were 
ordered to lie on the table. : 

Also, four petitions, signed by male and female 


| States, the benefits of the invention. 


| say 


‘that will exceed it in the benefits it will confer 


i and important invention. 
| case on the introduction of the invention of the 


use, and the use of the people of the United 
I need not 
that, supposing this invention to be capa- 
ble of effecting the object which the inventor im- 
agines it will accomplish, there is scarcely any- 
thing that has been made by the ingenuity of man, 


throughout the world. There are always some 
doubts attending the success of any new enter- 
prise of this kind, or the introduction of any new 
This we know was the 


immortal Fulton. It seems to me that this com- 
mends itself to the feelings of every one, and I 
trust it will so commend itself to Congress, that 
they will authorize the small appropriation which 
| is asked for, and in the event of success, will au- 
thorize the purchase of the invention, or, at any 
rate, its use for the benefit of the Government 

steamers and vessels. | move that it be referred 


inhabitants of Pennsylvania, asking the adoption |! 
of constitutional measures for abolishing slavery || 
in the United States; and three petitions of male : 
and female inhabitants of the same place, asking 
the immediate abolition of slavery and the slave- || 
trade in the District of Columbia; which were | 
ordered to-tie-on. the table. i 

Also, five petitions of citizens of Ohio, remon- |; 
trating against the regolutions submitted by Mr. fi 
Cray, onthe 25th of January, 1850, and asking | | 


: printed. 


to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and that it be 


on to print was referred to’ the Committee on |; 
Printing. x 
SEARCH FOR SIR JOHN FRANKLIN. 

Mr. CLAY.. I am also requested to present the 
memorial of Henry Grinnell, a merchant, who is 
now fitting out in the port of New York two or 
three vessels, which he purposes to send out in 


j 
| 
| 
f 
i 
| 
i 
f 
H 
i 
| 


search of Sir John Franklin and his companions; 
and he deems it essential to the successful prose- 


| cution of his enterprise, that he should have the 


serviees of certain seamen belonging to the United, 
States, and also the command of some subordi- 
nate officers, now in the employment of the United 
States, to give the vessels something like a naval 
and military discipline, which is essential to due 
subordination. ; 

Mr. President, I take pleasure in saying that E 
am proud of the manner in which the mercantile 
classes of our country administer, in all great en- 
terprises, the wealth which they have acquired in 
the pursuit of their business. It is creditable io 
them and to the country; and among the most 
eminent of these merchants, stands the gentleman 
whose petition I present, Mr. Henry Grinnell, of 
the city of New York, who is personally known 
tome: It seems to me, that in an enterprise so 
creditable, and one in which the expenditure on 
his part is so great, it is but a small matter to ask 
the authority of the Government to grant the small 
number of seamen, asked for by him, to assist in 
carrying these vessels through their perilous voy- 
age. 

8r am very much afraid, sir, that the unfortunate 
individual and his companions whose fate Mr. 
Grinnell and all the world are so anxious to asser- 
tain, will be found to be no more. But if the en- 
terprise should fail.to discover their existence—if 
it should even fail to discover their fate—the attempt 
to do so will be gratifying to the whole world; 
and if nothing. whatever is discovered in respect to 
them, some useful discoveries may be made which 
will add to the amount of information we already. 
possess, and amply repay ‘any expenditure that 
may be incurred by granting the prayer of the peti- 
tion. I move that the reading of the petition be 
dispensed with, and that it be referred to the Conr- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. . 
The petition was accordingly so referred. 
THE DEFICIENCY BILL. 

Mr. DICKINSON, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which was referred the bill from the 
House of Representatives, to supply deficiencies in 
the appropriations for the service of the fiscal year, 
ending the 30th June, 1850, reported back the 
same with amendments, which were ordered to 
be printed; ‘and on his motion, the bill, with the 
amendments, was made the special order for Mon- 
day next at half-past 12 o’clock. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES, 

Mr. RUSK, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to which was referred the memorial of 
William Harding, asking remuneration of certain 
expenses incurred while United States agent among 
the Cherokees, submitted a report; which was or- 
dered to be printed, accompanied by a bill for his 
relief, and recommending its passage. 

Mr. WHITCOMB, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which had been referred documents re- 
lating to the case of Gamaliel Taylor, asking to be 
released from certain liabilities, submitted a report; 
which was ordered to be printed, accompanied by 
a bill for his relief, and reeommending its passage. 

Mr. NORRIS, from the Committee of Claims, 


i to which had been referred the memorial and docu- 


ments relating to the claim of Ezra Williams, a 
clerk in the General Land-Office, asking compen- 
sation for extra services, submitted a report; which 
was ordered to be printed, accompanied by a bill 
for his relief, which was read and passed toa second 
reading. 

Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to which was referred the motion to print the 


| memorial of the citizens of Arcadia, Missouri, 


asking a grant of jand for the benefit of the Areadia 


: High School of that State, reported aguinst printing 
| the same; which was concurred in. 


NOTICES OF BILLS, 
Mr. BRIGHT gave notice that he would to- 


; morrow, or at some subsequent day, ask leave to 


introduce a bil] to aid the State of Indiana in the 
improvement of the slack-water navigation of the 
Iroquois and Kankakee rivers. 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, gave notice that he 


| would to-morrow, or at some early day t ereafter, 


ask leave to introduce a bill to divide the State of 
Wisconsin into two judicial districts. 
BILL ON LEAVE. 
Mr. YULEE asked and obtained the unanimous 
consent of the Senate to introduce a bill to incor- 
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porate a mutual insurance company in the city of | 
Washington; which was read a first and second 
time by its title, and referred to the Committee for 
the District of Columbia. 

THE CENSUS BILL. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. At the sug- | 
gestion of a number of gentlemen, I desire to ask 
that the census bili be now taken up, in order to 
assign a time for taking it up finally and finishing | 
it. T believe it will be agreeable to many gentle- 
men to take it up at the earliest possible moment. 
There seems to be a provision for to-day and Món- 
day; I move, therefore, that it be made the special 
order of the day for Tuesday next at one o’clock, 
and T hope no other business will then be allowed | 
to interfere with it. 

The motion to take up the bill was agreed to, | 
and it was made the order of the day for Tuesday 
next at one o'clock. 


GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY OF CALIFORNIA, 


Mr. BORLAND. I rise to ask the Senate to 
yeconsider a vote which was taken. yesterday in | 
reference to a report made by the Committee on 
Printing, In justice to an individual, I wish to 
state that the circumstances of the case were not 
fully known at the time the report was made. It 
isa report accompanying a communication from 
the Secretary of War, communicating geological 
and topographical information ia regard to Califor- 
nia. That report included the main portion of a 
report made by a private individual, Colonel Ty- 
son. It was reported at the time—no explanation 
having been made—as a public document made by 
a public officer. I have since been informed that 
it was a private paper, sent by Colonel Tyson to | 


the Topographical Bureau, and he wishes that it |! 


should not be printed as a public document, l 
therefore move, that the vote taken yesterday in 
relation to this report may be reconsidered. 

‘The question was then taken on the motion to 
reconsider, and it was agreed to. The motion to 


| of the Senate be directed to pay him forty dollars 


i tion for the injury.sustained by him for his im- 


that the committee to which it was referred Te- 
ported against making any allowance. ; 
Mr. DICKINSON. t move that the Secretary 


out. of the contingent fund, as a compensation to 
him for the injury he suffered by his imprison- 
ment by order of the Senate. : 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is moved that 
the Secretary of the Senate be directed to pay out 
of the contingent fund of the Senate, the sum of 
forty dollars, to James Robertson, as a compensa- 


prisonment by order of the Senate. 

Mr. HALE. No, sir; I think he was not im- 
prisoned by order of the Senate. ; 

Mr. DICKINSON. Then by the order of the 
presiding officer of the Senate. These are ‘the 
facts, I believe. He was directed to be imprisoned 
| on what was deemed sufficient cause; he was im- 
; prisoned for some time; he is poor and unfortu- 
inate, and considers himself as deeply aggrieved 
| by this imprisonment; he has been waiting here 
now fora length of time, unable to get away; he 
has been attending the Senate from day to day, in 
the hope of getting some compensation; ‘he al- 
leges that he was taken into custody for the pur- 
pose of getting rid of him as a political rival, 
[laughter;] that he was about to establish a news- 
paper, which would have a very extensive circula- 
tion, and would thereby possess great influence. 
I would suggest, too, another matter, which may 
be worthy of the serious consideration of the Sen- 
ate, and which may possibly convince them that 
this resolution ought to pass. He says that he | 
has itin his power to control the presidential elec- 
tion, {laughter;] he is perfectly satisfied tMat he 
controlled the elections of 1844 and 1848, and al- | 
| leges that the determination of the presidential | 

election of the year 1852 is in his hands. [Re- | 
newed hea 

Mr. CASS. I shall not vote for this resolution, 

Mr. BUTLER. I rise to second the motion; 


H 
i 


i 
| 
| | 
i 


| ter, which he thinks wilt be done by some Y 


es 
anxious that justice should bë done tò his: charac: 
‘eso 
lution of this kind, and that it will wipe off thé . 
imaginary stain: that has bee ‘affixed to it by “his 
imprisonment.. I do hope the’ resolution will 
adopted, and that he will receive that sum, & 
cease to importune us further. re 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I will ‘simply remark, 
Mr. President, in reply to theremarks which have 
fallen from the Senator from North Carolina, [Mrs 
Maneom,] that the resolution of which he spoke 
as being referred to the Conimittee on Contingent 
Expenses, of which I am a member, was daly 
considered. Two of us met and investigated this 
matter, and we sought to arrive at some moderate 
and reasonable sum, as a remaneration for thé 
injuries he had sustained by this imprisonment. 
We ventured to consult with him as to what he 
| would regard as a sufficient sum, in the way of 
| compensation for this confinement, and he stated 
that he would take nothing less than $1,000 down, 
and an acknowledgment of $24,000 due to him by 
the Government of the United States, [Laughter.] 
He would not accept anything less. 1 spoke to 
him about paying him the same amount as had 
been paid to any officer in the Senate, and also to 
pay his board, but he would not listen: to the prop- 
osition. He was so extravagant in his demaids 
that we found no way of getting along with him. 
I think the Sergeant-at-Arms, and the officers of 
the Senate who imprisoned the unfortunate man, 
did very wrong. I believe he is avery harmless 
| man, suffering under mental aberration, At any 
rate, the committee took the matter into considera- 
tion, and made the best effort they could to effect 
a satisfactory arrangement. 

Mr. DICKINSON having reduced his resolu- 
tion to writing, presented it, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be directed to 
pay to J. Robertson, ont of the contingent fund of the Sen- 


ate, $160 in full compensation for the matter set forth in his 
| petition to the Senate. 


1 
i 


Mr. FOOTE. 1I rise simply because T have a 
| special connection, an unfortunate connection, with 


| this matter. I do not intend to go into detail; it is 


| and [ will say, that if the Senate will not pass this 
| resolution, I shall be willing to pay my share to- 
! ward making him some reparation for the injury 


print was then laid on the table. 
THE PUBLIC PRINTING. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The time for con- 
sidering the joint resolution of the Committce on 
Printing, which was made the order of the day, 
has arrived, and the question is on striking out all 
after the word “ Resolved,” and inserting the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from Arkan- 
sas. 

Mr. BORLAND. Iam desirous that this reso- | 
lution should be acted upon at the earliest time | 
practicable; but I observe that some Senators who 
are opposed to it, as well as some who are in favor 
of it, are not now in their seats, and I would pre- 
fer to have it postponed till those Senators are 
present. As I think Wednesday next is not oc- | 
eupied by any special order, I move that it be 
made the special order for that day. 

The motion was agreed to. 

A WIDOW’S PENSION. 

On motion by Mr. BORLAND, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the bill for the relief 
of the widow of the late Major F. L. Dade, of the 
United States army, simply for the purpose of 
amending it. 1 would merely state, said the hon- 
orable gentieman, that the form of the bill was 
received from the Pension-Office, and that it was 
drawn under the misapprehension that she had 
received a pension under a particular act. It 
turned out, however, that she had not received a 
pension under a particular act, but under the gen- 
eral law. Itis, therefore, necessary to make an 
amendment. 

The necessary amendment was then made, and 
the bill was laid upon the table. 

THE CASE OF JAMES ROBERTSON. 

Mr. DICKINSON. 1 move to take up for con- | 
sideration the resolution for the relief of James 
Robertson. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WALKER. It occurs to me there is no 
resolution of that kind on the calendar. There 
was a resolution of inquiry sent to the Committee 
on the Contingent Fund, and they reported ad- 
versely; and, as it seems to me, the only question 
is, whether the Senate will coneur in that report. | 

Mr. DICKINSON. I wish to have the resolu- 


tion read. 2 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair under- 


l 
j 


t 


l ation on the part of the Committee on Contingent ; 


; ples of law. 


| the individual who did it is liable for damages. 


‘and that the Senator from New York will allow 


he sustained by his imprisonment. 
Mr. CLAY. I rise to express the hope that the | 

| resolution will be adopted. I believe that this in- | 

| dividual has some connection with myself. I was 


| 


t 


very sorry when I knew he was putin prison, and | 
i still more so when I saw his person; forit seemed |, members of this body, which declaration 1 made 


to me, if he had really menaced me, I could_have 
crushed him ina moment. {Laughter.] But I 


whatever. There was a misconception, and I | 
should be willing to vote for a larger sum than 
forty dollars. . 
Mr. CHASE. Say fifty dollars. ; 
Mr. MANGUM. I have offered a resolution 
which did not meet with very favorable consider- | 


Expenses. I think it is perfectly proper that we | 
should dispose of the contingent fund in this way, 
if we see fit; and | move, as an amendment to the 
motion of the honorable Senator from New York, 
that the sum be fixed at one hundred doliars, and | 
leave him to any consequent claim which he may 
have against the Senate of the United States. I 
think his claim can be maintained on strict princi- 
He was arrested upon mere rumor, 
and thrown into jail without probable cause, and 
kept there some fifteen or sixteen days. I think 


Our passing this resolution will not prevent his || 
prosecuting his claim further, if he chooses to do |} 


really believe the poor fellow had no evil intent | 


| not necessary that I should do so, for the facts are 
| known to the Senate. The fact is, this man-would 
i never have been imprisoned but for me; he never 
would have been imprisoned but for his unfor- 
|, tunate declaration to me, in reference to one of thé 


i 


known to that gentleman, not for the purpose of 
having this individual imprisoned, but because I 
felt it my duty to guard against any possible danger: 
I stated to him, to the Seargeant-at-Arms, and ‘thé 
justice of the peace who apprehénded this indit - 
| vidual, or that caused him to be apprehended, that 
he had uttered no threats of personal violence to. 
me. My desire was, and I suggested it at the 
time, that the poor fellow, whose mind was cer- 
tainly in a state of alienation, should be held in 
eustody,and kindly treated till his friends in Phila- 
delphia could send for him, and provide for him 
there. A great mistake was made. I do not know 
what testimony was thrown before the justice of 
the peace, but I have understood there was some 
evidence that this individual had declared, in a 
menacing manner, his intention to ‘take the life of 
a distinguished individual, a member of this body. 
This was a gross mistake. I state now that this 
ndividual never did menace the distinguished Sen- 
ator alluded to, atall; still, his language was so wild, 


l 


| his conduct was so strange, and altogether s0 mys- 


terious, that I deemed it my duty to put that gen- 
tleman on his guard; for he took it into his head 


so. Heis left here poor and`in distress, and I| 


that he was an agent of Divine Providence, and 


‘ think his case appeals to our sense of justice, and || 
ən the broad principles of equity I hope an ap- | prevent the advance of the distinguished gentlema 
hundred dollars will be given, i ida i 
|| did not know what he might do under this imagi- 
| nary influcnce of Divine teachings. This man was 


upan | 
propriation of one 


that modification of his motion to be made. 

Mr. DICKINSON. Most certainly. 

Mr. COOPER. I rise to express my concur- 
rence in the views of the Senator from North Car- 
olina. This man was imprisoned at the instance, 
I believe, of some member of the Senate, and im- 
prisoned by an officer of the Senate. The sum 
proposed by the Senator from North Carolina is a | 
very small one, and not at all what it ought to be, 
and not anything like what it would have been if 
he had prosecuted his claim before a court. I may | 
say, in addition, that this man, although poor, has | 
some pride, some feeling that his character has } 


stands that there was a resolution of inquiry, and | 


suffered from the fact of imprisonment, and he is 


destined, by the influence of Divine teachings, to 
a 


to high honors. Seeing that he wasa madman, E 


| imprisoned under the agency of one of the minis- 
| terial officers, acting undoubtedly under the influ- 

ence of praiseworthy motives. Having imprisoned 
him, I am prepared to-vote fora liberal compensa- 
tion on account: of it, not because in strict justice 


| 
{ 


{ 


i! he is entitled to it, but in a spirit of compassion 


| toward the individual, and of magnanimity worthy 
| of this body: 

| Mr. HALE. Iam perfectly willing to vote a 
| hundred dollars to this man, but noton the ground 
| that the Senate had any agency in his imprison- 
iment. IJunderstand that, in consequence of some- 
| thing he had said, he was arrested, that informa- 
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tion was given before a magistrate, and that with- 
out any agency on the. part of the Senate, he was 
imprisoned. For this reason, I protest against 
this matter going forth to the country as a matter 
in which the Senate had any agency at all—partic- 
ularly so faras lam individually concerned—when I 
remember the course which was pursued when the 
Senate undertook. to imprison a man from New 
York, on a charge af having fraudulently or ihe- 
gally obtained possession of a copy of the Mexi- 
can tresty. I should like to know, before the reso- 
lution passes, on what ground it is to be passed 
upon.. If this. money is to be paid on the ground 
that the Senatè has been to blame in this matter, 
I shall oppose it. The memorial which was pre- 
sented. here, sets forth, if I recollect right, that 
the individual was imprisoned by the Senate; and 
I think it would. be unjust to the Senate, to let it 
go out to. the country that they had paid a kun- 
dred dollars. because they had been to blame in 
this matter, when they really had nothing to do 
with it, It really ought not to be put upon that 

round; and I believe that is the ground set forth 
in the memorial. 

A Senator. I think the honorable Senator 
from New Hampshire is mistaken. 

Mr. HALE. Well, sir, let the memorial be 
read. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The reading of the 
memorial presented in this case is called for. 

Several Senators. No, no. 

Other Szenarons. Question, question. 

Mr. HALE, I have no particular wish to oc- 
cupy the time of the Senate with the reading of 
this memorial; but that is my impression of what 
it sets forth. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Will the Senate 
permit the Chair to make a statement ? 

Several Senators. Certainly. 
` The VICE PRESIDENT. According to my 
recollection of this matter, { was informed by the 
Sergeant-at-Arms that there was a person here who 
had, he believed, a design upon the life of Mr. 
Cray, and he wished to know what should be 
done with him. {told him by all means to pre- 
vent his doing any injury to Mr. Cuay, whatever 
it might be necessary to do to effect that purpose. 

Mr. MANGUM. 1 have no doubt that the 
conduct of the President and Sergeant-at-Arms 
was correct, but I will take occasion to reiterate 
what the Senator from Iowa has said, that there 
might have been some slight error. 1 think, how- 
ever, the conduct of the officer was perfectly cor- 
rect. He took him before a justice of peace, and 
on the information presented, he was committed. 
I think we ought to make this allowance; he has 
suffered and been detained here, and this is proper, 
as I think. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. If he is to be paid, I 
hope it will be on any other ground than that the 
Senate had any agency in it. 

Mr. MANGUM. Putit on the ground that we 
vote faye.” 

Mr. DICKINSON I go on the ground that 
the officers of the Senate acted on what they 
thought was a just cause; they caused him to be 
imprisoned because they thought there was dan- 
ger. If they acted more summarily than was 
necessary, it is no more than just the Senate should 
pay this sum. 

: Mr. BRADBURY. I desire to make a remark 
to exonerate the officers of the Senate. I under- 
Stand that immediately after this individual was 
taken into custody, a police officer was sent for, 
and he was delivered. by the Sergeant-at-Arms im- 
mediately into the custody of the police officer, 
and under his direction an examination was had 
before a magistrate. [ think, therefore, it is due 
to the officers to say that the imprisonment did not 
result from any action of theirs. They conducted 
themselves precisely as it was their duty to do. 

Mr. WALKER. There is a misapprehension. 
The Senator from New York thinks this man was 
not imprisoned for any threats made against the 


honorable Senator from Kentucky.. The rumor | 


gotabroad, at any rate, that threats of the kind had 
been made; and he was taken into custody by an 
officer, not for the purpose of detaining him in 


custody, but in the discharge of what he deemed |! 


to be his duty. Thinking there was something 
singular about the man, he took him before a jus- 
tice of the peace, who, hearing his conversation, 


and witnessing his strange manner, committed him Ht 
} 


to jail, not from. considerations of safety to the 


Senate, but for the sake of the community. Isay 
| in my place now, that this man is not fit to be at 
_ large; that he ought to be confined until his friends 
| can have an opportunity of taking him away and 
taking care of him. I think it altogether unjust 
| that the Senate should vote any compensation In 
his case. Iam certainly sorry to seea man in his 
condition, and would be willing to contribute 
something. myself to send him home to his friends; 


i 


not get rid of him by paying him a hundred dol- | 
jars.. If he should be countenanced in this way, 
he will hang on here until his extravagant de- 
mands—even those he mentioned to the honorable 
Senator from lowa—are complied with. 

Mr. FOOTE. ‘This poor fellow thinks he is en- į 
titled to some $25,000. How does my friend come 
to the conclusion that this is in consequence of 
alienation of mind? 

Mr. WALKER. 
certain it that the justice of the peace did. 
question is asked as any imputation on me 

Mr. FOOTE. I disavow any imputation at all. 
I certainly did not intend to.impute any improper 
motives to the Senator from Wisconsin. I did 
not intend by any means to irritate the honorable | 
Senator. 

Mr. WALKER. There is no irritation in con- 
sequence of the remark of the Senator from Mis- | 
sissippi. The committee on the Contingent Fund 
is the only committee that is not sustained by the 
Senate. After investigation, they come and report 
here, under an appropriate sense of their duty; 
and the next thing we see, is a resolution brought | 
in against the report, and adopted. This is what 
irritates me. 

Mr. BUTLER, The remarks of the Senator 
from Wisconsin have satisfied me that, in the opin- 
| ion of the committee, the conduct of the justice | 
| ought not to implicate the Senate at all. The! 
| ground on which | put it is, that the officers might 
be held liable for a trespass on the person, or a 
false imprisonment, or improper arrest. I am, 
however, satisfied that he was committed by due į 
course of law, and that this Senate oyght not to | 
assume any liability on the assumption that its | 
officers had committed a wrong. It is on no such í 
ground that we should grant this, 

Mr. DICKINSON. My only object in bring- 
ing up this matter was, that the Senate might get | 
rid of it and of the man’s importunities. I have 
no feeling in the matter whatever myself. 

Mr. MANGUM. Question, question. ! 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution will | 
now be read a second time. 

The resolution having been read a second time, 
was considered by the Senate as in Committee of 
the Whole. 

Mr. COOPER moved to amend the resolution 
by striking out all after the word Resolved, and in- 
serting the following: 

That there be paid to James Robertson, by the See- ) 
retary of the Senate, out of the contingent fund, the sum | 
of $100, in consideration of his imprisonment on a mistaken | 
charge of an intention to commit violence upon a member 
of the United States Senate.” 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Cooper, and it was agreed to. 

The resolution as amended having been re- 
ported back to the Senate, the amendment madeas | 


I took the same course to as- 
If the 


H 
| 


but.you may depend upon it that this Senate will | í 


the admission of California into the Union asa 
State. 
The VICE PRESIDENT stated, that the pend- 


|| ing question at the adjournment yesterday was 


the motion of the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. 
Foote] to postpone the further consideration of 
the -subject until to-morrow at one o'clock, and 
that at that time it be made the special order of the 
day; and on this motion the Senator from Illinois 
Mr. Sureps] was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. CLAY. That motion has exhausted itself, 
and-is now dead. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Unless itis to oper- 
ate from the day on which it may be adopted. 

Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President, 1 withdraw that 
motion. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion is 
withdrawn; and in that case, the Senator from 
Mississippi is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. FOOTE. Then I yield, with great pleas- 
ure, to the Senator from Illinois. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Mr. President, it was not my 
intention, when this debate commenced, to take 
any part in it. I had not the vanity to suppose 
that anything I could say, would contribute in 
the slightest degree, to the work of conciliation; 
and I felt extremely anxious, if I could do no good, 
to abstain, at all events, from doing any injury. 
Butsir, the discussion has become so general, and so 
many have participated in it, that I fear, if I remain 
any longer silent, my silence may be misconstrued, 
and my course misunderstood; and that it is due 
to myself, and my constituents, to make a few ex- 
planatory observations; and I promise that these 
observations will be the honest convictions of my 
mind. 

The Senate, sir, has hardly yet recovered from 
the effects of its recent great loss. Death has be- 
reaved this body of one of its most illustrious 
members. This bereavement will be long felt in 
this Senate, and in every city, town, and hamlet, 
throughout this broad land, from the Atlantic to 
the Pacific ocean. Sir, one of the great lights of 
this continent bas just been extinguished; one of 
the most brilliant stars of our political galaxy has 
disappeared forever. A star that shed its lustre, not 
only on the proud and noble State of South Caro- 
lina, but on this whole country, has been removed 
from our sight—translated, I trust, to a higher and 
purer region, to shine in a brighter firmament. 
| Sir, it is with feelings subdued and deepened by 
' this sad event, that | enter this morning upon the 


li simple and humble duty of defining my position, 


and explaining the motives that will govern my 
fature action in this body, upon the delicate ques- 
tions now under consideration. 

The State of Ilinois, which I have the honor in 
part to represent, has thought proper to give me 
instructions for my guidance and government on 
the subject of slavery in the territories. I recognize 
| the full right of my State to give me such instruc- 
tions, and I consider it to be my duty, as one of 
the Senators from that State, to obey them. Ire- 
gard the will of my State, when fairly expressed, 
as a political trust, which it is my duty to dis- 
charge in good faith, if I can do so without any 
violation of the Constitution of my country. The 
resolutions of the Legislature of Illinois instruct 
me to vote for the application of the Wilmot pro- 
| viso, to all the territories acquired by the late war 


in Committee of the Whole was concurred in, and | 
the question recurred on its engrossment for a third 
reading. 

Mr. WALKER demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and resulted 
as follows: 

YEAS—Measrs. Badger, Berrien, Borland, Clay, Cooper, 
Davis of Massachusetts, Dickinson, Dodge of Wisconsin, 
Dodge of Iowa, Downs, Foote, Greene, King, Mangum, 
Miller, Pearce, Rusk, Seward, Shields, Spruance, Wales, 
and Webster—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Bright, Butler, Chase, Clem- 
ens, Corwin, Felch, Hale, Hamlin, Mason, Morton, Norris, 
Sebastian, Soulé, 'Furney, Underwood, Walker, and Whit- 
ecomb—18. 

So the resolution was ordered to be engrossed 
for the third reading, and was subsequently read 
a third time and passed. 


MR. BELL’S RESOLUTIONS. 


| ‘The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
| of the special order, being Mr. Foorg’s motion to | 
li refer Mr. BELL’s resolutions to a committee of | 
i thirteen members—the pending question being | 


: upon an amendment proposed by Mr. BALDWIN, 
j to except from the reference so much as relates to 


Í 
i 


H 


i 


with Mexico. These resolutions l consider con- 
stitutional, and, as such, it is my duty to obey 
them. In my humble opinion the Congress of 
the United States has full power and authority to 
govern all the territories, including the District of 
Columbia, in all respects whatsoever, including 
the introduction and the exclusion of slavery, 
subject to no limitation or restriction, except that 
contained in the Constitution of the United States. 
In other words, I believe that Congress can exer- 
; cise all governmental control over the territories, 
| which is not in conflict with the provisions of the 
; Constitution. I cannot understand the argument 


| Lhave heard urged in this Chamber, that Congress- 


ij can declare war, conquer a country, subjugate a 


| people, and annex both country and people to the 
| United States, and yet that it has no power to 
' govern them after they have been annexed. Upon 


i this principle Congress can destroy a government, 
‘but cannot replace it; can annex a people, but 


cannot govern them; can regulate a territory, but 
cannot regulate the people; can govern the land 
and the habitations, but cannot govern the inhab- 
itants of the territories. Sir, there is something 


i 
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so incomprehensible in this argument, something 
so unreasonable in this proposition, that I cannot | 
believe it, or accept it, on the authority of any 
man, however distinguished as a statesman. But 
J do not wish to pursue this argument any fur- 
ther. I have merely alluded to it for the purpose 
of declaring that I regard the instructions as con- 
stitational, and that it is my duty, as well as my 
determination, to obey them, . 

Sir, in saying this I do not wish to be understood 
as laying down any rule for the government of 
others in similar cases. I merely wish to prescribe | 
a rule in this particular case for my own govern- 
ment-—and that is, to obey constitutional instruc- 
tions, or resign. This, I take it, is a good, honest, į 
old-fashioned, Democratic rule, upon which | can | 
stand and act with honor and safety. 

It will be readily perceived that this restriction || 
upon my action, will prevent me from giving my || 
support to the proposition now under considera- 
tion, or to any compromise on the question of | 
slavery in the territories. 
this committee of thirteen, any how. I hardly 
think it can do any good, and L am afraid it may 
do much injury. in my opinion, the mind of 


i 


every member of this Senate has been long made i 


up on all these questions. A great Senatoriak 
committee like this will excite great public expec- 
tation, and if this expectation be disappointed, the 
effect may be extremely prejudicial. 

Mr. FOOTE, (interposing.) I wish to make 
one single suggestion to my honorable friend, that | 
he has misunderstood the motion which I have ! 
had the honor to present. A “ compromise” is | 
not mentioned; ‘ adustment’”’ is the word. And, if 
he is in favor of adjusting the questions, hè must |; 
go for the motion. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Well, sir, I am not so critical 
perhaps in my knowledge of words as my honor- : 
able friend from Mississippi, and I will change the 
word compromise for the word adjustment. How- | 
ever, in acting under the instrucuons of my State | 
1am determined to act. in geod faith; “and there- 
Yore, I cannotsupport the proposition of my konor- 
able friend from Mississippi for what he calls the || 
* adjustment’? of these questions, or any of the | 
propositions of compromise on this subject. But, į 
sir, while this is the case, I am far from thinking | 
that itis my duty, as a Senator from Illinois, know- | 


ing as I do the spirit and patriotism of the people į; 


of that State, to stand here in my place, and wage | 
a war of fierce denunciation against this and every 
other proposition, which may have been matured | 
and brought forward by the highest minds of this | 
body, for the settlement and adjustment of our 

unfortunate difficultics. It would be especially | 
unworthy of me, who have been the recipient of | 


the generous, though perhaps uamerited sympathy |} 


of this whole country, to contribute my puny | 
efforts in this body to widen the breach between | 
the North and the South, and to excite the passions | 
and prejudices of one section of this great country | 
against another. 1 think | ought to be one of the | 
last of living men to be guilty of.such conduct. 

Sir, | have seen northern men and southern men | 
stand together shoulder to shoulder in many a |; 
struggle I have seen northern and southern blood 
mingle on many a field. I have seen northern and |; 
southern men follow the glorious standard of a 
common country to common victory, and to many 
a victory. And, with all these recollections stiil 
around me, I would consider myself criminal to | 
take advantage of my present position, to excite į 
hate and animosity between brethren of the same 
country, having the same glorious history and the | 
same common destiny, the same pride in the past | 
and the same hope for the future; especially as I} 
sincerely believe that the very men now engaged !! 
in this unfortunate controversy, would to-morrow, 
if necessary, unite in a common struggle, for their 
common country, against a hostile world. Sir, I 
have no sympathy—no communion of feeling— 
with those men who employ their energies, in 
exciting and maddening one portion of their | 
countrymen against another. F have seen and felt | 
the ruin and wretchedness, that have followed the | 
success of such unhallowed efforts in other lands, | 
and I am persuaded that a similar result would at- 
tend the success of such efforts here. Yes, sir, 
the full and complete success of these unholy ef- 
forts here would be the ruin of this republican 
Government, the destruction of this great temple 


i 
\ 


i and particularly in an American Senate, which 


| thé South was organizing the southern States, and 


|; mean to say no practical purpose—but the disso- 


Iama little afraid of į! 


| involve, not only the existence of this Govern- 


| an American question; it is a mundane question. 


l| and humanity, were, by some fatality, by some 


| But suppose, sir, all the grievances of which 


| some of our northern friends think so,) does this 


world for. six thousand. years, and.wiil.continue, 
1l fear, to. be its. history forever: . And’ without 
i meaning- to cast any reflection. upon. the genera- 
i tion to which I. belong, I must say, that when I 
saw the-total failure of the people of Europe, in 
their recent struggles, their unsuccessful efforts, to 
ameliorate their condition and reform their instita- 
tions, L began to fear that there was something 
wrong in the character of the present age, and that 
the responsibilities of this great Government had 
fallen, perhaps, on a generation unequal to the 
present crisis, and incapable of wielding, at this 
critical juncture, the destinies of this great Re- 
public. But, sir, when we see assembled in this 
chamber, as if by the special ordination of Provi- 
dence, the highest intellects of this nation—minds 
matured and moderated by experience, and exalted 
and ennobled by pawiotism—men capable of com- 
prehending the dangers and difficulties ofthe crisis, 
and having the courage and capacity—and I may 
add, the national reputation, to grapple with these 
dangers, and triumph over them—TI think we may 
| conclude, and conclude joyfully, that Heaven still 
smiles on this favored land; that the glorious stars, 
the appropriate emblem of this great Republic, 
are not yet destined to set in. darkness and bleod, 
bat to illumine for ages—I hope forever—the 
broadest and brightest political firmament that 
ever sheltered liberty, civilization, and humani- 
ty. My admiration and enthusiasm have been 
often excited this session, at the extraordinary 
efforts of the great statesmen of this body, to 
work out some just and equitable plan for the 
settlement of our unfortunate difficulties. . When 
I saw the distinguished Senator from Kentucky, 
now in the chair, present. his great plan of nation- 
al compromise, and when 1 listened to his thrill- 
ing eloquence and fearless enunciation of great 
moral truths, in favor of liberty and humanity— 
truths as old as the laws that govern the moral 
world, and which will live and kindle the hearts 
of millions, when the present generation is moul- 


ings of Congress, during the present session, have 
been characterized by extraordinary passion and 
excitement. Criminations, invectives, and per- 
sonalities have too often disfigured our debates, 
and have even threatened, on some occasions, to 
bring us into angry personal collision. These were 
ominous indications in an American Congress, 


has been uniformly distinguished heretofore for 
the dignity, propriety, and decorum of its pro- 
ceedings. But, sir, not only here, but throughout 
the whole country, the indications seemed omin-. 
ous of some impending evil. The North was in | 
a state of perfect apathy, while the South was in | 
a state of furious excitement; the North was glo- 
rifying the virtues of the Wilmot proviso, while 


preparing to assemble a great Southera Conven- 
tion at Nashville, that could have no purpose—I || 


lution of this Union. I say practical purpose, be- 
cause I hold that, unless the South is prepared. to 
urge matters to the last extremity, that Convention 
ought never to be held. In my opinion, it would 
prove deeply injurious to the character of the 
South. Mr. President, I looked upon this unnat- 
ural state of things—this singular national discord- 
ance—one portion of the same country in apathy, 
and another palpitating with excitement; one por- 
tion unmoved and indifferent, and the other pre- 
paring for revolution, as the presage of some great 
national evil. I know, sir, there may be others 
less timid than I am, who may have looked upon 
all this with something like indifference; but I am 
not one of these indifferent men; I can be indiffer- 
ent in nothing, and least of all upon questions that 


ment, but the existence of liberal government | 
throughout the world. To me this is not merely 


I look upon it in connection with the question of 
civil liberty and human progress in other countries, | 
because I am convinced, that if thegreatexperiment || dering in the dust—t felt that there is a heroism 
of republican government fails on this continent, it | higher and holier than any that ever inspired a 
need never be attempted again in this world. |; conqueror to tread his way through blood and bat- 
And, sir, I began to fear that the experiment || tle to victory and immortality. I forgot on that 
was about to fail; that the glorious institutions |; occasion that | was a Democrat, and that he was 
which you have received asa legacy from a wise || the great leader of the Whig party. I remem- 
and noble ancestry, and which you hold in trust, || bered nothing but the great cause and the great 
not for yourselves only, not for this generation || advocate. 1 saw nothing but the great Republi- 
alone, but for future generations, for posterity, || can, and the great American. 1 do not allude to 
|| the distinguished Senator from Kentucky for 

| the purpose of invidious distinction; on the con- 
| trary, I refer to him as the type, or rather as the 


judgment perhaps of Divine wrath, or by some of | 
those terrible conjunctures which destroy the best į } 
of human institutions, approaching a dark, prema- || centaal figure of a host of intellectual giants, who 
ture, and inglorious end. And was there not |) have employed their time, and talents, and ener- 
cause, sir, for serious alarm? Was it not felt || gies, this session, in the great Republican: and 
by every member of this body? The South ji American work of compromise. 1 eall the work 
complains: of grievances and aggressions, and || of. compromise emphatically American. A fear- 
complains vehemently. I think the South ex- | ful controversy has raged here, and throughout 
aggerates these grievances; but doubtless it has | the country, this whole session, A controversy 
some grounds of just complaint. But let me say, || that excites the strongest and deepest feelings of 
the North complains of grievances also, and it |; our pature—a controversy, as it were, between 
has some just grounds of complaint also. Indi- |! sentiment and interest, liberty and slavery. And 
vidual, sectional, and national grievances exist |; yet, no man now, either in this body or the 


| 
under every Government on the face of the earth; | other Hall, seriously contemplates any other re- 
and grievances, I fear, will continue to exist for- | sult than its amicable adjustment, by an honor- 
ever, under every form of human government. || abie and a national compromise. Well, sir, my 
i | notion is, that this controversy could not have 
the South complains to be wholly imaginary, (and li raged one month, in any other country on earth, 
|; without a national convulsion. Why is this, sir? 
No, sir; by | Because the people of this country are trained 
and educated to setie all their difficulties, public 
| and private, by just and honorable compromise, 
while the people of other countries, in great na- 
tional difficulties, are accustomed to, have imme- 


Jessen the imminence of the danger ? 
no means. On the contrary, imaginary grievances 
are often more dangerous than real ones. Real, 
grievances can be redressed; for imaginary griev- | 
ances there is no remedy. Sir, more than half , 
the great convulsions that have shaken this world | diate recourse to force. Sir, there are only two 
have sprung from imaginary grievances. |. principles employed in the government of the po- 

It is not real dangers that are present to us; itis | litical world—force and compromise. Some nations 
prospective dangers—dangers that loom and lower '; are governed by both principles, others by force 
in the distant futare—that frighten and alarm us | alone; but this is the only nation that has always 
most. These are the dangers that excite men to || been governed by compromise since the founda- 
acts of folly, and urge them on to the most fearful | tion of the Government, and it must continue to 
extremities. And, sir, there are times and seasons || be so governed as long as it continues to be a Re- 
when it is impossible to account for the folly of 


public. Sir, where compromise ends force begins, 
human conduct any how. There are periods when | and when force begins war begins; and the tocsin 
men and nations rush blindly, or, rather, with ; 


_ of civil war is the death-kneli of Republicanism. 
their eyes open, on certain and inevitable destruc- || Mr- President, Í am in favor of the admission of 
tion. This is the history of the world, The an- |; California into tne Union as a State. Here there 
nals of nations are filled with instances of this [i is no room for compromise. lam also in favor of 
kind—with periodical instances of folly and phren- || keeping the question of admission unconnected 
sy. One generation builds up, and another pulls |; with any of the other exciting questionsnow before 


of American liberty. . 
Mr. President, I regret to’say that the proceed- 


| 
| 
| 


down—one generation founds empires, and another || the Senate. A great measure, like the admission of 
destroys them. This has been the history of the |) an independent State, shouid, in my opinion, be 


ee 
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-deterriived on its own intrinsic merits, and not in 
“eonvection with any other question, however im- 
portant. If California is entithed to. admission, it 
38 Unjust ‘to the people of that territory, and un- 
wiseas a principle of legislation, to make that ad- 
mission depend upon the doubtful issue of any 
other quéstion. You have done injustice enough 
to the territories already; you have refused to. give 
them governments of any kind; and when they 
come here with governments formed by themselves. 
you refuse to sanction them. Sir, upon thean- 
nèxation of New Mexico and California, it was 


‘the. imperative duty of Congress fo extend: the 


blessings of government to the people of those ter- 
ritoties withib a reasonable time. No considera- 
tions of policy could exonerate Congress from this 
obligation. "The highest trust that God’ commits 
to man is ‘that of government; and when he disre- 
gards this trust, he sins against God ’s appointment, 
and does grievous wrong to those whom fortune 
has made dependent upon him for government and 
protection. Sir, you have done wrong, and griev- 
ous wrong, to the people of the terrttories: you 
tore them from their own Government; you sev- 
ered them from their own people; you annexed 
them to your country; you made them a part 
of your people—and all by force; and you re- 
fused to give them government of any kind, and 
left them in a state of anarchy. You poured out 
blood and treasure to win -these territories, and 
when you acquired them you abandoned them. 
Sir, Congress has consumed tore time in talking, 
quarrelling, and wrangling over these territorial 
Acquisitions, without doing anything for them, 
than your army took to conquer Mexico, dismem- 
ber that country, and annex the territories to the 
United States. So far as my experience goes, I 
can vouch for it that your soldiers perform their 
duly mach more promptly and efficiently than 
your statesmen. 

The people of the territories, it is true, have 
formed governments for themselves, and govern- 
ments perhaps better adapted to their anomalous 
condition than any that could be fashioned for 
them by the wisdom of Washington. And this 
only proves, that, when their Government fails 
to provide for any portion of the American. peo- 
ple, they arè competent to provide for them- 
selves. In my opinion, California has worked out 
the most hope-giving problem of this age. It has 
demonstrated the capacity of man for self-govern- 
ment. The mind of man can scarely conceive of 
any condition in which human beings could be 
placed, more unfavorable to the establishment of 
order and government than that of California. 
The people were an assemblage of every kindred, 
tongue, and nation—thrown together promiscuous- 
ly ina wild, distant, desert region of the world— 
away from all the restraints of civilization, and 
engaged, not in the peaceful pursuits of agriculture, 
but in wild adventure, and a reckless grapple*for 
gold, “the root of all evil,” and certainly the 
cause of more than half the evils of civilized so- 
ciety. Now, sir, I should like to know how the 
experiment of leaving such a people, under such 
circumstances, without any government, would 
have worked in any other country in the world. 
The rulers of Europe think itnecessary to employ 
armies of soldiers, and armies of policemen, and 
dungeons, racks, and scaffolds, to keep their loyal 
people in. order and subjection. What would 
such rulers have predicted of California? Why, 
that it would prove to be an earthly tophet, a sort 
of terrestrial pandemonium. But no such thing, 
sir, To the honor of human nature, and to the 
eternal honor of American character, that imbued 
that society with American loyalty to law and 
order, the people of California established a gov- 
ernmert, and that government, from the hour of 
its establishment till this hour, has given more ef- 
fectual protection to life and property and the pur- 
suits of industry than any government of Europe 
during the same period. 

Sir, California farnishes the strongest demon- 
stration of this age in favor of the inherent capaci- 
ty of man for self-government, when left to the free 
exercise of his native faculties. And it is the 
loudest condemnation of those systems of govern- 
ment which first debase and brutalize man, and 
then punish and oppress him because he is de- 
based. Without the aid of law, or rather, by 
Virtue of a better law than ever was enacted by 
Congress—the law of truth and justice in their 
own’ -hearts—~the people of California organized 


their society, framed.a conatitution, and establish ed 
a government, and they now present that consti- 
tution for our acceptance; and, sir, if we have the 
law of truth and justice in our-hearts, we will re- 
‘ceive this constitution at orice; and welcome Cali- 
fornia into the Union. i gt 

-` But, sir, it is said- by some that California must 
be remanded back to a territorial condition; that 
it: must remain: quietly ‘in. that condition until 
Congress- finds it convenient to give it a govern- 
ment. Others say that California can have no gov- 
ernment until Congress agrees upon some general 
plan-for the settlement of all our difficulties: first, 
‘our territorial difficulties—a government for Utah, 
and another for New Mexico; secondly, the set- 
tlement of the boundary between New Mexico and 
Texas, and whether we are to havea slave State or 
a free State carved out of Texas; and, finally, the 
settlement of the question of slavery and the slave- 
trade in the District of Columbia. Now, sir, my 
opinion is, that if you keep California oat of the 
Union until you settle all these questions by satis- 
factory adjustment, it needs a vast amount of 
Christian patience, because, at the rate you dis- 
patch business here, California may stand some 
chance of admission at some indefinite time be- 
tween now and the millennium. Sir, this is per- 
fect mockery. It is to say substantially to the 
people of California: ** You must break up your 
government, resolve yourselves again into a state 
of anarchy, go back and live quietly and peace- 
ably, and behave yourselves well, and neither rob 
nor kill one another, if you can avoid it, until we 


nected with slavery, to the satisfaction of the 
North and the South, and then we will extend 
the blessing of government to you—we will give 


tion.” This, sir, 1 suppose, is Congressional 
justice to California. { wish to say, most respect- 
fully to my southern friends, that ! cannot conceive 


rejection of California. it puzzles me to divine 
the seerct of southern policy on this point. Wheth- 
er California is a State or a Territory, whether it 
has any government or no government, no south- 
ern slave-owner will ever venture to carry his 
slaves to that country. Slavery can never be es- 
tablished there, 
ern men will never dare to carry their slaves there. 
The people of California are working out a great 
social problem—a problem that has never yet been 
worked out successfully anywhere else: and that 


is, to make labor—hard labor, dignified and re- 


do you think the people engaged in this work will 
suffer themselves to be jostled by slaves? No, 
sir; never. The sons of southern planters, the 
: high-spirited sons of southern gentlemen, would 
be the first to resist and resent such an experi- 
ment, Sir, 
ture to carry slaves to California for the purpose 
of establishing slavery there. In California, at 
this moment, there aré one hundred and fifty thou- 
saud men; not old men, women and children, but 
young, active, daring, adventurous men—the 
flower of the youth of our countyy—men such as 
never settled a new country before. Before a year 
rolis round, California will number haifa million 
of the same sert, If I searched this world for an 
army, 1 would take the men collected in Califor- 
nia. 
and the whole country united can never force sla. 
very on them. Napoleon trampled down Europe 


are laying the foundation ofa 


that at some future day piil carry your flag, your 
commerce, your arts and your arms iuto Asia, and 


ern Europe. ‘Talk about carrying sluvery there— 
| OF imposing such a blight upon that people—of 
‘withering their strength and paralyzing their ener- 
gies by such an institution ! No, sir; such a 
thing was never intended by God, and will never 
be permitted by men. 

Lam one of those who believe that the laws of 
Mexico abolishing slavery, are still in force and 
operation in California and New Mexico. Í un- 
derstand the great principle of law to be this: 
When one country conquers another, the political 
laws,-that is, the laws prescribing the duty of the 


Subject or citizen to the Government, are abro- 
gated. And why?- Because the conquered Gov- 


can settle all our difficulties, all questions con- | 


you a government exactly suited to your condi- | 


what advantage they expect to derive from the | 


With Jaw or without law, south-- 


spectable. I trust in God they may succeed. But | 


ernment goes out of existence, and ‘the conquer 
ing Government takes its place; but municipal 
laws—laws between man and man, made for the 


|i protection of life and property—remain in force, 


and must of necessity remain in force, for the 
preservation of society, until modified or repealed 
by positive enactment on the part of the conquer- , 
ing Government. Now, this is an old principle 
of law, a little older than modern civilization, yet 
it has been as seriously questioned and denied on 
| this floor as if it had arisen for the first time on 
| the conquest of Mexico. It is sometimes urged 
here, that our Constitation earries slavery with it 
wherever it goes, unless positively excluded by 
law; in other words, that slavery is the norma? 
law of this Republic. 1 think the principle is just 
j the reverse. Slavery, being in violation of natura} 
t right, can only exist by positive enactment; and the 
Constitation of this country only tolerates slavery 
where it exists, but neither extends nor establishes 
it anywhere. But, sir, Ihave heard it seriously 
argued in this Senate, that the laws and edicts 
abolishing slavery in México were all irregular, 
and therefore void; and that slavery was in full 
force in that country at the time of the annexation 
of these territories. It is extremely hard to an- 
swer such an argument as this. This is emphati 
cally a chivalrous argument, which, though it 
may hot convince a man, is well calculated to 
astound him. I will merely say that the poor 
Mexicans made a great many honest and earnest 
attempts to abolish slavery, and if they have failed 
to accomplish that object, they have been very 
unfortunate in all their efforts. | have no doubt 
|| that the people of Mexico will be highly edified 
when they learn that their old acquaintances, the 
“Norte Americanos,” about the time they discov- 
ered the BE) Dorado,” in California, nade an- 
other discovery, and that is, that their laws, edicts, 
and constitution, to the contrary notwithstanding, 
i| slavery was still in full force and operation in that 
country, without the people themselves being 
aware of the fact. IL think when they hear this, 
they will come to the conclusion that we are as 
i| invincible in logic as we are in battle, 

i| Bat, sir, } will drop this subject. I care not 
whether there is any Mexican law or American 
|| law there, or whether the Wilmot proviso or the 
| Jefferson proviso ever be extended over those terri- 
| tories, slavery ean never be established in Califor- 
| nja or New Mexico. The climate, the soil, the 
; Productions forbid it, Ina word, the principle of 
i the Wilmot proviso is extended over the country 
by the law of nature—by the law of God—as the dis- 
tinguished Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. W une 


the whole united South dare not ven- i 


I tell you, sir, the South, and the North, | 


with fewer men and worse material, Sir, they | 


l ofa great empire on the | 
| Shore of the Pacific—a mighty empire—an empire 


through China, Hindostan, and Persia, into West- | 


i| when it was wrested from that 
l| arms of the United States. 
| maps; I take facts, and these 


f 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| STER] emphatically expressed it. And were I per- 
|; mitted to act upon my own judgment, I would leave 
|| itunder the operation of that law. Sir, you might 
|| as well undertake tó plant orange groves in Siberta, 
i| as establish slavery in California or New Mexico, j 
I will now notice the question of boundary be- 
j| tween New Mexico and Texas. I admire Texas 
ii as highly as any man living; F like the State and 
|| the people; they fought gallantly and successfully, 
ji and achieved their independence by a struggle as 
|| glorious and extraordinary as any of the present 
| age. Iwill say, also, that we ought not to eriti- 
| cise the claim of Texas too closely; that we ought 
jį to be liberal to that young and gallant State. if 
there be a doubt, it ought to be resolved in her fa- 
vor, But, to my mind, there is*no doubt in the 
case. Texas has no right, claim, or title, to any 
| portion of New Mexico, either on this side or on 
the other side of the Rio Grande. She never con- 
quered it, never occupied it, never reduced it to 

possession, and never exercised any authority 
lover it. She has no more tite to Santa Fé than 
| she has to San Francisco—not a particle. That 
country,and the whole of that conntry, was under 
| the Jaw, jurisdiction, and authority of Mexico, 


country by the 
I care nothing about 
are the facts. ] vem- 
Í ture to say, further, that in my opinion Texas 
| never conquered all the country to the lower Rio 
| Grande. ‘There is a portion of Coahuila, south of 
New Mexico, on the Texas side of the Rio 
| Grande, which I scarcely think she ever con- 
| quered. Atall events I can say, that when at one 
| time during the Mexican war, I was wandering 
along the Rio Grande, f found Mexican towns 
in the State of Coahuila, on the Texan side of the 
river, living quietly under Mexican law and Mex- 
ican authority; and if they had ever been con- 
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quered by Texas, it was wholly without their 
Knowledge, for they were living in the most happy 
ignorance of such conquest. But while this is 
my opinion, I am ready and willing to pay to 
Texas, for such claim as shé has, enough to wipe 
out her. whole State debt. That debt was con- 
tracted in a noble cause—the struggle for liberty 
~—the war of her independence. The United States 
have got the benefit of that straggle, by the an- 
nexation of the country, and T hold that it is only 
a generous duty, which the Government ought to 
fulfil, to pay Texas a sufficient sum to wipe out 
the whole of her State debt. 

On the question of making a new State in Texas, 
l am prepared to say that I feel myself bound to 
comply with every stipulation, condition, and obli- 
gation of the resolutions of annexation. Whatever 
the stipulations are, we are bound by them. This 
nation is bound, by every principle of honor and 
good faith, to fulfill its obligations with Texas. No 
man can give any reason for the violation of these 
stipulations that he cannot give for the violation of 
every human obligation. I do not know, sir, the 
opinion of my State on this subject, but I take it 
for granted, that the State of Ilinois will never 
so far forget her duty to this nation and her own 
character, as to violate the plighted faith of this 
Government. J do not think there is a man in my 
State who will not consider himself bound by the 
engagements of hisGovernment. The Mormons, 
while they lived in that State, were accused of as- 
suming that they had authority from God to vio- 
late their engagements with men. But they have 
left the State, and I do not think we have any po- 
litical Mormons in Illinois now. But I must be 
permitted to say, that [think Congress has no right 
to take the initiative in this matter. I think there 
is a wrong here; the initiative ought to be taken by 
Texas. It is for her to take the preliminary steps, 
designate the territory, and organize a new State, 
and when that State asks for admission into the 
Union, if it comes within the conditions of the 
resolutions of annexation, it is the duty of Con- 
gress to admit it. But I suppose the reason our 
southern friends are so anxious to squeeze a State 
out of Texas at this ime is to bring a slave State 
into the Union in conjunction with California, to 


preserve the balance of power, to maintain the | 


equilibrium in the Senate. Now, sir, I think there 
is one thing to which southern gentlemen must 
make up their minds, and that is to submit to what 
is inevitable. The whole world must submit to 
what is inevitable, and the South must submit to 
it, like the rest of mankind. [tell you, sir, what 
L think is inevitable—that the free States will out- 
number the slave States, and that the power of the 
free States will preponderate over the power of the 
slave States. The South will lose its relative power 
in this nation. It is doing so every day; not by 
the action of Government, but by the action of 
irresistible laws —faws that control the moral, so- 
cial, and political condition of man. You may as 
well talk of equalizing the population as of equaliz- 
ing the States. There is another thing the South 
may as well understand, (I mention this as a pre- 
diction,) and that is, that the people of the North 
will never consent to see one foot of free soil con- 
verted into slave soil, if they can prevent it by con- 
stitational resistance. I believe the North does not 
contemplate any other mode of resistance. If free 
territory be annexed, it must remain free, until 
as a State it may choose to change its condition. 
If slave territory be annexed, (Cuba for instance,) 
let it remain slave territory until as a State it 
chooses to change its condition. Sir, it seems to 


me there is nothing unfair in all this; on the con- | 
trary, that it is just and equitable. No one, I) 


think, in this advanced age of the world should 
attempt to convert a free man into a slave, or free 
territory into-slave territory. 


Mr. President, I sincerely believe that if the į 


South bad not assumed the extraordinary position 
that slavery is the normal law of this country; that, 
like the electric fluid, it pervades all space; that it 
exists throughout this whole land, where not ex- 
pressly excluded by law; that slaveholders can 
carry their slaves like their horses to California 
and New Mexico, by force and virtue of the Con- 
stitution of the United States, and contrary to the 
municipal laws of Mexico still in force there, the 
terrible feeling awakened in the North on the sub- 
ject of the Wilmot proviso, would never have found 


suc i 
country. When southern men declare that slaves 


t 
| 


j 


h general expression in that portion of the | 


protects the right of property in chattels, and con- 
Seqiently in slaves, the northern feeling revolts 
against such claim. And even the very best friends 
of the South are compelled to reject such untenable 
pretensions. Sir, I cannot believe that you south- 
ern men [Mr. Cray in the chair] have absolute pro- 
perty in your slaves. You have property in their 
service, and that service is perpetual. Slavery is a 
state of perpetual servitude, and you havea right to 
employ all necessary power over the man to enforce 
such service. But you have no absolute property 
in the man, in that mysterious being composed of 
bodyand soul; you do not own him as you own your 
horse, because no human Jaw can give you such 
property in him. 
stood in this sense in any country, neither amongst 
the Romans, the Greeks, or even the Mahomme- 
dans, and it is to be deeply regretted that such a 
claim should be urged by Christians. | 

I have already said that the South may give up 
all idea of an equilibrium. Here it never existed, 
and never can exist. It is a most fanciful notion 
at best—the mere dream of a political visionary. 
You cannot balance political power; you cannot 
weigh it in scales; you cannot regulate it by any 
system of equipoises. The thing is simply im- 
possible. - Why, sir, South Carolinia—a proud lit- 
tle State, spirited and intelligent—has wielded more 
political power in this Confederacy for several 
years past, than some of the larger States of the | 
Union. The equilibrium has been often tried, but 
has always failed. The French tried it, as they ; 
have tried every kind of experiment. After their 
first revolution they established a Government, 
most fancifully constructed, upon an equilibrium 
compounded of territory and population. It was 
the delight of the enthusiasts of that age. No 
liberal politician of that day seemed fully to ap- 
preciate the absurdity of the experiment but Ed- 
mund Burke; and that great English statesman, | 
should say Irish statesman—but England appro- 
priated him to herself, as she does all renowned 
frishmen—that great statesman, | mean to say, ! 
ridiculed the whole scheme, pointed out its absur 
dity and impracticability, and predicted its speedy 
destruction. And, sir, the prediction was soon 
verified. The very first heave of the great politi- 
| cal mass, shattered the Government into a thou- 
sand fragments, and buried its projectors under its 
ruins. The experiment, therefore, wholly failed 
in France. After the fall of Napoleon the Holy 
Alliance tried a similar experiment, and if any 
body of men ever possessed the power to carry 
out such an experiment, the members of the Holy 
Alliance did at that time. They settled the reta- 
tive power and condition of the several States, 
and established a great continental system, upon 
what they called the equilibrium of Europe. 
Sir, I should like to know what has become of 
that system? F should like to find out the state of 
the equilibrium of Europe now? Sir, in my opin- 
ion, the Czar of Russia could throw the whole of 
Europe at this moment, with the exception per- 
haps of France and England, into one scale; and 
he would only have to throw his sword into the 
same scale, and in twelve months Europe would 
be Cossack, from the Bosphorus to the British 
Channel. So the experiment of an equilibrium 
has utterly failed in Europe. Sir, it never has 
succeeded, and never can succeed. The thing 
is impossible and impracticable. You never can 
maintain a permanent equiltbrium between States, 
or nations, or parts of nations. But lam wasting 
time unnecessarily upon such a subject. 

Now, sir, if all the dangers which the South 
sees in the far distant fature, were, at this moment, 
present and pressing upon us, I would most re- 


remedy they would propose in such a case? Say, 
a dissolution of this Confederacy—the peaceable 
separation of the States—an amicable destruction 
of this Government? l would just as soon expect 
to see a high spirited southern gentleman stand up 
quietly to-have the whip applied to his back, as to 
see the people of this country sit down quietly, 
and look tamely and unmoved on the destruction 
of their Government: No, sir;the very attempt 
would be war; the beginning of a war of which 
none but God could foresee the end; a war of ex- 
termination and desolation; a continuous, ceaseless, 


perpetual war; a war to be transmitted from father 


Sir, slavery never was under- | 


spectfully ask southern gentlemen to tell me what |; 


would be the motive power to accelerate its “own 
destruction—you would dévour yourselves. “But 


‘west, with all its milltons—that. world that is 
:: growing up between the headwaters of ‘the Olio 
|, and the headwaters of the Missouri, betwéen the 
i Alleghany and the Rocky Mountains—will ever 
| peaceably submit io see the mouth of the M issis- 
i sippi river in the possession of a foreign Govern- 
ji ment? Never, sir, never, With that people it 
i} would not be a question of reason; it would’ be 
i above all reason; it would be a question of neces- 
| sity and of existence; à thing which they never 
would quietly submit to. But there is no danger 
|; of any thing of the kind. The people of the vat- 
ley of the Mississippi can never separate. They 
may talk about it, and threaten it, bat they never 
wili attempt anythmg so disastrous. They are 
one people, tied together by the indissoluble bonds 
of physical nature. For weal or ` wd, for good 
| or evil, the whole people of thé Mississippi val 
ley must share the same fate and thé same des- 
tiny. And does any man suppose that this people, 
occupying about one eighteenth of the- havit- 
able globe, will ever submit quietly and peaceably 
to see the southeastern States establish a separate 
confederacy? The idea is preposterous—véry 
little short of insanity. 

But suppose the Southern Confederacy was jow 
established—that it was quietly and ‘peaceably es- 
tablished this moment, what would be the actual 

condition of that Confederacy? it could not exist 


i| a single day without a close and intimate connec- 


| tion with some great pation, having all the elements 

of industrial, financial, and commercial power, 
The South possesses none of thesé elements. It 

has plenty of cotton, and it has brave men, and 

lovely women, but it is wholly destitute of all the 

other material elements ef national power. Every 

man that knows anything knows this, The South- 

ern Confederacy, therefore, would be compelled 

|| by necessity to enter into a strict alliance with 

|i Some great nation—that nation would doubtless be 
H England. Now, Old England is not a whit more 
' partial to slavery than New England; and English- 
| men havé a peculiar fondness fôr énforcing their 
jown views upon their loving allies, But, sir, 
| what would be the character of an alliance be- 
| tween such a nation and such a Confederacy? 
It would be supremacy on the one hand, and de- 

pendence òn the other: it would be the worst kind 

of dependence, having all the disadvantages, and 

none of the advantages, of colonial dependence. 

In fact, the Southern Confederacy would be a 
meére colony of masters and slaves, to raise cotton 
for the factories of England. Besides, sir, it is 
my firm conviction that the institution of slavery, 
as it now exists in the South, would ‘not last, in 
j its present shape, for the Space of twenty years in 
| that Southern Confederacy. The South might as 
well attempt to shut out the pressure of the at- 
mosphere, as to shut out the whole pressure of 
| the civilized world on its cherished institutions, 
| Another Chinese wall would not be sufficient to 
; protect the Confederacy from the influences of 
! Abolitionism flowing in upon it and invading it 
| from every quarter of the civilized world. Sir, in 
saying this, | may be permitted to add, that the 
effect of abolition at this ume in the South would 
prove most disadvantageous to the slaves. I think 
the negroes would be the principal sufferers by the 
change. ; 

1 listened the other day to the eloquent remarks 
of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Hunter,] 
and | heartily concur with him in nearly all his 
opinions and statements on this subject. All I 
have seen, and heard, and read, convince me that 
where there are two distinct racés in the same 
community, one inferior and the other superior, 
like the negro and the white race, a state of mild 
and gentle slavery is the safest and happiest con- 
dition for the inferior race. Equality of rights and 
equality in the hard struggle of life, result in the 
insensible but certain extermination of the inferior 
race. You may give the slave liberty if you please, 
but that very liberty is his destruction. If you 
emancipate the slaves and wish to save the negro, 
you must separate the races. God only knows 
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ow this is to be done, but itis my solemn con- 
viction that the universal emancipation of the 
African race of this country would lead to the 
gradual. and insensible, but certain extinction of 
that race. d i ; 

Sir, the history of this very country proves the 
truth of this assertion, Where now are the Indian 
tribes that once. roamed in wild. freedom over this 
continent? . The history of Mexico proves. it. 
-Where now are the Tlascalans, . the Tolucans, 

- the Aztecs, and the other. numerous Indian nations 
of that country? ‘The history of the French and 
British West Indies proves it. it ig a melancholy 
fact, but it isa fact, that the negroes in these islands 
are rapidly becoming. éxtinct. But, sir, let the 
consequence be what it may to the negro, or the 
white, my opinion is, that if a Southern Confed- 
eracy; ever be constituted, (which God in his 
mercy avert!) the institution of slavery, as-it now 
‘exists, will not continue in existence, in its present 
shape, for a quarter of a century. 

Mr. President, 1 firmly believe that the rights 
of the South, notwithstanding all the annoyances 
to: which they are subjected, are better protected 
under our present Constitution. and Government 
than they could possibly be by any other scheme 
or plan which the ingenuity of man could devise. 
They are protected against the foreign world, the 
world abroad—by the character, and power, and 
majesty of this great nation. They are protected 
from the North by the obligation and guarantees 
of the Constitution. You will say no; -you will 
say the North does not respect these guarantees. 
But [say the Constitution is a restraint upon the 
North, a powerful restraint; it imposes some re- 
straint on all, even on the rankest Abolitionists; 
and it imposes a binding restraint upon all those, 
whatever may be their abstract opinions, who love 
their Constitution, and their Government, and their 
country—their whole country—and who prefer 
the safety and perpetuity of this great Republic to i 
the abolition of slavery or the emancipation of the 
negro; and I need scarcely say that these consti- 
tute a vast majority of the northern people. 

It is my opinion, then, that the true policy as 
well as the duty of the South, is loyalty to the 
Constitution and fealty to the Government. This 
is the policy and the duty of the North also—the 

olicy and duty of the whole American people. 

4et us preserve our Constitation, and fulfill all its 
obligations with trae American honor and honesty, 
if we wish to preserve this great American repub- 
lican Government. 1 will no longer detain the 
Senate. 

Several Senators. Go on as long as you wish. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I thank the members of the 
Senate for their kindness and patience, but I do 
not wish to trespass any further. However, there 
is one matter [ forgot to allude to. I have said 
that it is the duty and policy of the North as well- 
as the South to stand honestly and faithfully by 
the Constitution—that every patriot and honest 
mau is bound by its guarantees. In this spirit I 
am prepared to vote for any reasonable bill for the | 
restoration of fugitive slaves. The clause of the 
Constitution which provides for this subject is ag 
binding on me as any other provision of that in- 
strument; and lam ready and willing to perform 
my obligation in this matter. I have done. 

Mr. MASON. Ido not mean now to go at || 
large into a consideration of the questions that are 
ponding before this Senate and before the country. 

am restrained, sir, because I feel that both the 
State and the section of country which I represent, 
are standing in a decided and ‘ascertained minori- 
ty. Lhave been made to feel, that what is, or what 
is not to be done in reference to this question, 
has not yet been disclosed by the majority. Ido 
not know what their purpose is, but i feel that I 
might do a wrong to those whom I represent, and 
possibly to the southern States, were I at present 
to iake any position that might interfere with the 
future settlement of these questions. Sir, the 
point of division between the States where 
slavery exists, and the States where slavery 


i is, that the admission of California, as she is now 
|| presented under the constitution which the inhab- 


the United -States;’’ and so long as the southern 
States. where. slavery exists, are constituents of 
these United States, they have the right to go into 
that territory, to reside there -with-their- property, 
and to enjoy it under the protection of the Consti- 
tution. “That is the right, clearly, and I hope dis- 
tinctly, defined upon the part of the South, so far 
as I understand it. What is said upon the other || 
side? It is said, that the majority of those who |! 
represent the people of the. United States in Con- 
gress, havea right by law, to prohibit the people 
of the southern States from taking one species of 
property. into their territory; and that there is 
nothing in the Constitution to prevent it. What 
is the position on the other side? Now, sir, not- 
withstanding what we have heard just now from 
the Senator over. the way, [Mr. Surexps,] as to 
the consequence of the assertion of this right on 
the part of the southern States—notwithstanding 
what may be his opinions of the impolicy of main- 
taining such a right on their part, they are pre- 
pared to assert it, and to make it good, cost what 
it may. Sir, the State of Virginia has asserted 
it; Mississippi has asserted it; Carolina has as- 
serted it; Georgia has asserted it; Alabama has 
asserted it; and what they shall do in such event, 
is no longer a matter to be controverted. Their 
position is taken. : 

Now, sir, I have said, and I repeat it, that I do 
not mean now to go into the discussion of the 
questions involved in this sectional division. I 
must wait until they are presented in a more prac- 
tical point of view. I have arisen principally to 
present, not so much to this Senate as to those I 
represent ata distance, what is the present posture 
of these questions. It is the motion of the honor- 
able Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Foot] to re- 
fer all these controverted questions to a select com- 
mittee, in the hope and the belief, expressed by 
that Senator, that it will be in the power of a com- 
mittee so raised to adjust them. What are the 
questions? The organization of governments for 
the territories—the expediency of creating one 
or more new states in Texas—the proposition for 
the purchase of her public lands—a proposition 
to define her boundaries, and a proposition to 
admit the Territory of California under the State 
Government which she has recently assumed. 
These are the questions. We are met at the 
threshold by a motion, coming from the State of 
Connecticut, by the honorable Senator over the 
way, [Mr. Batpwin,] modified and adopted, | 
believe, by a Senator from Missouri, [Mr. Ben- 
TON,] to except from that reference the question of 
the admission of California; and the reason avowed 


Hants of California have adopted, and with the 
boundaries which that constitution has prescribed, 
must be taken up and entertained in this Senate as 
a separate question, to be decided upon its own 
merits, separate from and unconnected with what 
we consider as kindred questions, and necessarily 
to be considered and adjusted at the same time. 
Now, sir, we were told yesterday, by the Sena- 
tor from Mississippi, [Mr. Foore,] who moved 
this committee, that, in his judgment, the act ad- 
mitting California into this Union, before the other 
questions were settled, would be taken by the 
southern States as offensive—ag indicating the 


them, or to ratify that which they have provided 
for themselves. And it is that I may. be saved 
from the necessity of voting against their admis- 
sion into the Union that I deprecate the actien 
thus proposed by a separate vote upon the admis- 
sion of California. Sir, the point at which the ac- 
tion of the States of the South has been levelled, 
in the settlement of this question, is the interdic- 
tion of slavery in the territories, passing under the 
modern historical name of the Wilmot proviso— 
the interdiction of slavery in the territories. 

Now, sir, what is California at this day, at tk 2 
moment that I speak? What are the federal re- 


| lations of that people to the United States? Cali- 
| fornia is a territory, nothing but a territory—and 


E say it without the least disparagement to the ac- 
tion of her people in convention—California is at 
this day and this momenta territory, and known 
only as a territory tothe Constitution and the laws, 
She cannot become a State, either in the accepta- 
tion of national law, or within the interpretation 


| of our Constitution, until she becomes so by the 


assent of the Government of the United States, 
the owner of the territory, or unless she should 
place herself in opposition to the Government, and 
make good her claim, vindicating it by force of 
arms. She now remains a territory; and with 
every disposition which I cordially entertain to 
throw no obstacle in the way of the people there in 
the formation of a State government, or of a recog- 
nition of a State government already formed, I am 
not prepared to do it, and I cannot do it, while it 
is in derogation of the rights of others—the rights 
of citizens of the southern States. 5 
The Senator from New Jersey; [Mr. Dayron,] 
who addressed the Senate some time ago, took the 
ground distinctly, and avowed it in his place upon 
this floor, that the question of the admission or non- 
admission of California, was the weakest form for 
the South in which the question of slavery or no 
slavery could be presented. Why did he say so? 
| He said so because it might be considered as com- 
| plicated with the right of a people to govern them- 
selves; and it might be ascribed to the South that 
their true objection to the admission of California, 
should such objection be made, was, that in deci- 
ding for themselves, the people had excluded 
i slavery. Now, sir, circumstances and events over 
which none have control, have placed it in the 
| power of those representing the free States here to 
change the issue in form, although not in fact. 
The attraction of the gold mines has hurried an 
| immense population -into that territory, and they 
; have felt themselves strong enough to assume an 
| independent government, In doing this, they have 
| assumed a boundary embracing the entire Pacific 
i front, and they have, by their fundamental law, 
| excluded the people of all the southern States from 
| removing there with their slave property. Now, 
sir, I have no desire, for all this, to remand them 
to a territorial state, and, under’proper conditions, 
| to refuse them admission into the Union, with such 
institutions as they deem best for themselves; but, 
| before this is done, I am bound to insist on such 


{ 
i 
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| a division of the common property that the rights 
: of all shall be regarded. 
I understood the honorable Senator from Massa- 


| chusetts, [Mr. Wensrer,] in speaking of the ad- 
| mission of this State of California, to say that his 
| Opinions upon that question were reserved; that 


purpose of the majority of Congress to exclude 
their people from all the territories; and further,’ 
as he believed, the admission of California as a 
Separate and independent question would involve 
a dissolution of this Union. Sir, upon this floor, 


| he could see no reason at a future day to refuse 
' admission to California with suitable boundaries. 
| Since then, he has announced his purpose to be to 
j admit her with her present boundaries. Now, 
; Mr. President, what I wish to say to honorable Sen- 


under the grave and heavy responsibilities belong- 
ing to all of us, we are bound to form the best 
judgment of which we are capable, in the difficul- 
ties that surround us, and to express it. Sir, what 
the consequences may be of the admission of Cal- 
ifornia as she stands now, by a separate and inde- 
pendent vote, I am-not prepared to say. It rests 


| ing territories, 


ators who are prepared to vote for the admission 
of California with her limits as now prescribed— 


| if their true purpose be, as I doubt not it is, to do 


no act gratuitously, which may prevent the adjust- 
ment of our differences—is this; Forbear that 
vote until some disposition is made of the remain- 


Why should it be done? Cali- 


with others, not with me. But 1 am prepared to 
say this: that if it be done as the act of a majority, 
and against the united dissenting vote of all the 


does not exist, is this: We claim, under the Con- | 
stitution, a right in law, for all or any of our citi- 
zens to. go into. any territory belonging to the | 
United States, with all or any of their property, 
and to reside there, and to enjoy it as their proper- 
ty, without molestation or hindrance, under the 
protection of the Constitution, so long as it remains 


slaveholding States, it will require no prophet to 
foretell what the consequences will be upon the 
minds of the southern people. Sir, Iam not one 
of those, if there be any, who are opposed to the 
admission of California. Far from it. There is 
no man who sympathises more deeply than I do 


no man who would go further, consistently with 


| 
a territory, We hold that a territory is, in the | 
terms of the Constitution, “the property of all | 


with the people now in that territory. There is | 
| 


safety to others, to provide a government for 


| 
| 
| 
í 
i 


fornia has assumed the form of a State governs 


! ment, and is now, as we are informed, regularly 


organized—two. houses of legislation, a judiciary, 
and an executive, all appointed, all in operation. 
I am perfectly aware that their authority must be, 
to a certain extent, weakened, and, their resources 


, not fully under the control of their people, that 
: new vigor and new life will be infused into them 


as soon as their existence is acknowledged upon 
the part of the United States, and they are admit- 
ted into the Union, But 1 cannot see so great a 
necessity for it as to have it done now, in a hurried 
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manner and prematurely, and before other kin- 
dred questions are considered, the. adjustment of 
which is to be vitally affected by such preference 
to California. After the State is carved out, there 
remains a territory in California two-or three times 
as jarge in extent, and with some forty or fifty 
thousand peo; le, to be provided with a govern- 
ment. Again, there is the Territory of New Mex- 
ico, pressing, by a petition on our tables, for a gov- 
ernment to protect them. I do. not see why one 
is more pressing upon us than the other; but I do 
see, although I cannot express it more forcibly 
than it was yesterday expressed by the Senator 
from Mississippi, [Mr. Foorre,] why a proper re- 
gard to a large portion of the States should require 
us to act upon the territories before we act upon 
the State of California. 

Sir, if there be a man upon this floor who hasa 
more sacred regard—a more superstitious attach- 
ment, if I may so express _it—to the Constitution 
which now binds these States together than he 
who now addresses you, I do not know who he is. 
If there be a State in this Union which has given 
more undoubted proofs of loyalty to the Consti- 
tution than the State which I represent in part, I 
know, not what State it is. But, sir, knowing 
that people as I know them, they would not re- 
gard the Constitution as worth the parchment on 
which it is impressed, if itis to be maintained 
at the expense of rights which they intended it 
should secure. No, sir, just as cordially as they 
came into this Union, so will they go out of it 
when they are satisfied that the bonds of Union 
are regarded by the majority only for the purpose 
of oppression. 

Now, Mr. President, I submit it to honorable 
Senators who have at heart, as I know they have, 
the preservation of the Union, and the design to 
save any or all from the consequences of disunion 
which have been so strikingly depicted here—I 
call upon them to pause before they bring into it 
the State of California, under the constitution 
adopted by her people, before some final disposi- 
tion has been made of the great questions yet un- 
decided in reference to the government of the re- 
maining territories. 

Sir, I hope I am no alarmist; I feel no alarm 
myself; but I know the people of the country 
from which [ come, well. 
people of the southern States, through their repu- 
tation and by their acts. I know their deeply ex- 
cited feeling; and I know that nothing can bring 
home to them a keener sense of their condition as 
a hopeless minority, nothing will more fill them 
with alarm, than the admission of another free 
State carved out of the territory: in dispute, before 
the question of prohibiting slavery in the territo- 
ries that remain is finally disposed of. 

Mr. President, I repeat again, and I believe in so 
doing, I express the sentiment of the people of those 
States, that there are none who are against the ad- 
mission of California as a State, or who desire to 
have her delayed longer than is necessary to the pro- 
tection of their rights and their safety: 1 mean Cali- 
fornia with suitable boundaries—a question which I 
may discuss when the proposition to admit Califor- 
nia comes directly before us—boundaries which 
will leave to the people of those States the liberty 
of enjoying a portion of that territory, should they 
think proper to do so, or it be found adapted to 
their condition. 

We have heard here from various quarters, and 
from high quarters, and repeated on all hands— 
repeated here again to-day by the honorable Sen- 
ator from Illinois, [Mr. Suizips,] that there is a 
law of nature which excludes the southern people 
from every portion of the State of California. I 
know of no such law of nature—none whatever; 


I believe I know the | 


but 1 do know the contrary, that if California had | 


ized with a territorial form of govern- 
and for which, at the last two sessions 
has obtained the entire southern 
f the southern States would have 
gone there freely, and have taken their slaves there 
in great numbers. They would have done so be- 
cause the value of the labor of that class would 
have been augmented to them many bundred fold. 
Why, in the debates which took place in the con- 
vention in California which formed the constitution, 
and which any Senator can now read for himself, 
after the provision excluding slavery was agreed 
upon, it was proposed to prohibit the African race 
altogether, free as well as bond, A debate arose 
upon it; and the ground was distinctly taken, as 


been organ 
ment only, 
of Congress, she 
vote, the people o 


| the California bill from the proposed reference. 


l as broad as it had been presented by my col- 


| am willing to adopt the resolution offered by the | 


| is indicated by. the Senator from Virginia. 1 think 


shown in those debates, that if the entire African 
race was not excluded, their labor would be found 
so valuable that the owners of slaves would bring 
them there, even though slavery were prohibited, 
under a contract to manumit them in two or three 
years. And it required very litde reasoning, on 
the part of those opposed to this class of popula- 
tion, to show that the productiveness of their labor 
would be such as to cause that result. An estimate 
was gone into with reference to the value of the 
labor of this class of people, showing that it would 
be increased to such an extent in the mines of 
California that they could not be kept out. It was 
agreed that the labor of a slave in any one of the 
States from which they would be taken was not 
worth more than one hundred or one hundred and 
fifty dollars a year, and that in California it would 
be worth from four to six thousand dollars. They 
would work themselves free in one or two years, 
and. thus the country would be filled by a class of 
free blacks, and their former owners have an ex- 
cellent bargain in taking them there. 

I do not mean to go now into what may be suit- 
able boundaries. I may do so when the question 
is properly before us, and shail -be disposed to deal 
as liberally as a proper regard to the rights of others 
will admit. The people now in California_have 
gone from every quarter of thiscountry. There 
are among them my neighbors and friends, and 
in large numbers, in whose success and welfare I 
feel a deep interest. Those with whom I act can 
have no interest or object in defeating or in delay- 
ing their elevation to the platform of the States—no 
purpose to interfere with any policy they may 
deem most conducive to their welfare. But, on 
their part, they can have no just ground of com- 
plaint ‘if, while portioning them off in independ- 
ence, we retain for others who may come after 
them a reasonable share of the common property. 

The question of boundary, sir,is one not proper 
to be left altogether to the interested party. Con- 
gress should determine it with due regard certainly 
to the interests of those in possession, but with an 
eye always to the rights and interests of all the 
people of all the States. 

But, sir, to come back to the matter in reference 
to which principally I have risen. The Senator 
from Mississippi, [Mr. Foorg,] who has taken 
this subject in charge, informs us that the territo- 
rial bills are in posture of legislative precedence, 
and that to act first on the California bill will be 
to put them back in order to give precedence to 
California. 

The same effect will be produced if we detach 
suggest, therefore, that we take up these territorial 
bills, and pass them in the order in which they 
stand, and as they have been reported. And, that 
being done, the way is open for the admission of 
California as one of the States of the Union, sub- 
ject only to such modifications of boundary as 
may be found right, or such conditions, if any be 
suggested, as the terms of the Constitution may 
require. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I will venture to submit 
a few remarks upon the proper course of proceed- 
ing in relation to this subject. When the Senator 
from Mississippi first submitted his resolution I 
was against raising this committee and making 
the reference at that time, because I thought there 
were other members who might be desirous of 
submitting their views, and that they ought to 
have the whole subject before them to debate upon 


league’s resolutions. If there be any member on 
this floor who wishes that broad latitude to speak | 
upon, I would still be disposed to continue the | 
whole subject-before the Senate, so as to give | 
them opportunity; but, if there be none such, I 


gentleman from Mississippi, in the hope of avoid- | 
ing the disagreeable predicament in which some 
Senators will consider themselves to be placed, as į 


that, in matters of great moment, such as those we 
now have to act upon, we ought to consult, as far 
as we can, the feelings of every one, and try, as 
far as we can, not to create any just foundation for 
complaint on the part of any one, With these 
views, I shall vote against the amendment pro- 
posed by the Senator from Connecticut, hoping 
that if the committee be raised at all—and I be- 


4. 


lieve, sir, I shall vote for raising it—that not only 
the bill for the admission of California, but the i 


territorial bills shall also go. to that committees 
and trusting also that -the:commiittee-will first act 
upon the bill providing for the reclamation of fugi- 
tive slaves,and then make a recommendation to 
the Senate and the country in rélation. to’ al] the 
other bills; and that when they come back again, 
we shall take them up in the order. the committee 
present them, and act upon them in that order. 

here will then be a pledge, sir, as far as the rec- 
ommendation of the committee can operate, that a 


“compromise in relation to these bills shall be car- 


ried out. : 

In that order I would advise the committee’ to 
proceed. In the first place, proceed with the bill 
for the reclamation of fugitive slaves. That isthe 
first step towards settling the agitations of the 
country. In the next place, take up either the ter- 
ritorial bills, or the bill admitting California as a 
State, and admit California, regulating the bounda- 
ries, either changing them or letting them remain 
as they are; and then pass the territorial bills withe 
out any proviso, thus leaving the question of 
slavery, its existence or non-existence, its intro- 
duction or non-introduction, to depend entirely 
upon the legislation of the people of the territories, 
or upon the judicial interpretation of the constitu- 
tion as contended for by some gentlemen of the 
South. It then becomes a judicial question; for, 
if a slave be introduced into New Mexico or Utah, 
the question arises for the judges to decide under 
the constitution, as it now exists, unless the legis- 
lature of the territory acts upon it, whether the 
slave can be held in bondage in a land made free 
by Mexican law? If that course would be adopted 
by the committee, and they should give to it the 
weight of their high recommendation, it would 
relieve, to some extent, the embarrassment which 
some gentlemen seem to labor under in regard to 
the admission of California under present circum- 
stances. 

I do not think that, if even the California bill 
was taken up first, and she was admitted, the con- 
sequences are to result which my friend from Vir- 
gima bas pointed out, and which were somewhat 
more plainly indicated by the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi on yesterday. I donot think, sir, that any 
such consequences ought to result, or will result; 
but | have so much respect for the opinions and 
feelings of those gentlemen, and for others with 
whom they are associated, and for whom they no 
doubt feel themselves authorized to speak, that I 
will not force upon them the adoption or rejection 
of measures, or a vote upon these highly import- 
ant subjects, of such vital interest, as they con- 
ceive, to their constituents—I say I will not force 
it upon them, when they protest against it, and 
thus bring them to do an act which they think 
will lead to such injurious consequences. < There- 
fore, for one, I am willing to adopt the resolution 
which-was originally proposed to raise this com- 
mittee, and refer all the subjects to their con- 
sideration; and { trust that the committee will be 
able to make their report ina week or two at the 
furthest. 

Mr. FOOTE, (in his seat.) By Monday. ` 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. The sooner the better, 
in my opinion. Meantime, I think the remarks of 
the Senator from Virginia are entitled to some 
weight. The government of California is organ- 
ized; the State government is going on; and she 
can suffer no inconvenience or injury from a slight 
procrastination of her admission. To be sure, it 
may be a matter of some little personal conve- 
nience to herself that her respected delegation 
should be admitted on this floor as soon as possi- 
ble; but it will be but a temporary delay; at ah 
events, one which will be remedied ina few weeks, 
if the course pursued here is one tending to ‘har- 
mony. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question now 
before the Senate is, the motion of the Senator 
from Connecticut, to amend the resolution offered 
by the Senator from Missouri. 

Upon this motion Mr. BENTON asked the 
eas and nays; and they were ordered, 

Mr. BUTLER. I bave no idea of detaining 
the Senate long, and I have arisen only to state, 
that Í concur entirely with what has been said by 
my friend from Virginia, and to offer a suggestion 
or two before the vote is taken on this question. It 
is now in the power of a majority to rescue the 
Union, and to save one portion of this country 
from mortification and insult, by making such 
issues as atleast will be consistent with their 
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rights. Suppose that, under the existing state of | 
‘things, California is admitted, with her present 
boundaries—as some of us proposé—by a disre- 
gard of a practical and. fundamental principle in 
the Constitution of the United States. Theré are 
‘those who can reconcile it to their consciences to 
waive all objection, and organize California into-a 
: Ido not say that Lam one of them; butt 
‘do say, that if you admit California, with her pres- 
ent boundaries, separately, you do an act of usur- 
pation. © And what comes next? Why, the terri- 
torial bills will be brought forward, the Wilmot 
proviso incorporated. into them, or you refusé to 
give any-government-at all, on thé ground that by 
waiting, they can gradually be brought in, as Cal- 
‘ifornia seeks iow to be brought in, by-assuming à 
position, which the Constitution itself would not 
have authorized, under the original practice of this 
Government. The Wilmot proviso, then, is put | 
into these territorial governments, or else no gov- 
ernment is given to them at all—leaving them to 
come in, in the course of time, as California seeks 
to comein, And the result of this action will be 
nothing more nor less than the exclusion of slavery. 
I do not undertake to say whether slavery will || 
go'there or not. [fit may not go there because of |! 
the laws of nature, itis an insult to the South to 
have it prohibited by special enactment. But if | 
the Wilmot proviso is put upon these territorial 
bills—I shall utter no threat—I shall not say what 
influence it will have upon the temper of the south- || 
ern people—I never have stated it—but I think I 
understand our people very well, and I think they | 
fally understand théir rights, and will maintain | 
them. Sir, to make experiments of this kind up- | 
on the feelings of the South, I consider an act—if 
I may be allowed so to speak—of almost criminal 
temerity. You would force California upon us, 
and then put into the territorial bills the Wilmot | 
roviso, or what is equivalent to it. If California || 
is associated with those measures which are in- 
tended to be presented in one general compromise, 
I will not say there will not be acquiesence in the 
course; for | am not prepared to state how far an 
adjustment of that character will satisfy every sec- 
tion of this Union; but if you take these issues 
‘one by one, and leave the majority at liberty to 
use its power on the other questions which have 
been raised, you are presenting a most terrific and 
disagréeable issue to the American people. 

Mr. CLAY. F believe that the immediate ques- | 
tion before the Senate is a proposition for amend- 
ment, made either from this or the other side of 
the house, to the motion of the honorable Senator |} 
from Mississippi, to refer this subject to a com- | 


with the other territories, for which governments 
are proposed, of the recently acquired: of con- 


I am, ready to vote for them, 
either separately or conjointly, with or without 
the boundaries which she has prescribed for her- 
self, but rather acquiescing, under all the citeum- 
stances of the case, in the boundary which. she 
has herself prescribed. I repeat, I am réady to 
vote for her admission, at any time, and under 
any circumstahées, separately or conjointly. “I 
conféss to you, sir, that when the message of the 
Presidént, communicating the constitution of Cal- 
ifornia, was first received in the Senate chamber, 
I was inclined to immediate and prompt action 
upon the message, so as to admit at once the dele- 
gation from California, who had come so far, and 
traveled at such an inclement season of the year, 
undér such unfavorable circumstances, and ‘thus 
constituting this infant and inchoate State one of 
the States of this Union. [ think it ought to have 
been done instantly, promptly; but it has not been 
done. : 

Causes which I did not anticipate have brought 
into existence excited feelings, and a degree of 
opposition, and have produced procrastination in 
reference to the subject, of which we were totally 
unaware. And now, sir, I say to those who are 
friendly to the admission of California, and who 
constitute, I believe, a large majority of this body, 
and who are friendly to a prompt and immediate 
admission of California, that I have been forced 
by circumstances to come to the conclusion and 
belief that the most rapid mode in which you can 
get California admitted as a member of the Union, 
is by combining in the same bill provisions for 
her admission and provisions for the government 
of the new territories; that if you propose— 
though I will not go into minute cireumstances— 
if you propose the admission of California separ- 
ately, there will be danger of opposition to the 
passage of the measuré, which will delay, if it do 
not ultimately defeat, its passage a much longer 
time than would be consumed by taking the course 
of uniting the admission of California with meas- 
ures for establishing governments for the other 
territories. l have heard it said that it was dis- 
respectful to California. How, I would ask, is it 
disrespectful to California to combine her in a bill 
which shall not only provide for her speedy ad- 
mission, but shall also provide governments for 


quered. provinces. 


There is no more disrespect in putting her ina 
bill with other kindred measures, than there would 


miuee of thirteen; a proposition, the object of || 
which is to except from the general reference the |! 
particular subject of California. i 
if 
f 
| 


Mr. President, no one more than I do can de- | 
plore what is the manifest state of feeling and re- ` 
lation of parties at this time, in both Houses of || 
Congress. Itis ina great measure the result of 
those most unhappy agitations which prevail in 
Congress, and throughout the country. These ! 
agitations have engendered feelings of distrust of | 
the honor and fidelity with which, one portion of | 
the common subject being disposed of, the other {i 
portions of the same subject may be finally dis- | 
posed of, Sir, [do not partake of these feelings | 
to the extent which, I apprehend, some others || 
may. From. the first moment of my entry into 
this house until this, my anxious desire has been 
to see these great questions settled and adjusted 
amicably, and to see harmony and concord, and 
fraternal affection onée more restored to this divi- 
ded, and, for the moment, unhappy, country; 
and, sir, acting upon this feeling, I have favored 
every proposition which has been offered, which | 
looked to such a termination of the subject as I i! 
have described. Less confident, perhaps, than i 
others may be, in regard to particular modės of | 

| 
! 
| 
| 


adjusting the question, | have been for embracing | 
them alt, no matter from what quarter they might || 
come—every one which looked toward restoring |} 
union and harmony among this people. When, ! 
therefore, the Senator from Mississippi presented | 
the proposition that is now under consideration, I 
was ready to vote for it; if no good could be ac- 
complished by it, 1 believed at least that it would | 
dono harm. And it is a great recommendation | 
to any project that it has the object in view to | 
which I have referred. i 

_Siry F åm ready, for one, te vote for the admis- | 
Sion of California separately, or in conjunction i) 


be in placing a bill for her admission exclusively, 
on the statute books, which shall contain other 
bills and laws in relation to the government of the 
territories, ‘There is no disrespect in this; it is 
imaginary—in my humble conception it is idle to 
affirm it. lf you want her speedily admitted, give 
her admission, and provide at the same time for 
the government of the territories. And, sir, is 
there not something exceedingly suitable in a com- 
bination of these measures? By doing so, you at 
once make an arrangement for the government of 
all the territories acquired from Mexico; giving a 
government, to be sure, of one description to one 
and another to another, but still giving them all 
governments suited to their respective conditions. 
ls there anything injurious, anything improper in 


iit? Then, sir, there is another great recommend- 


ation in favor of this course, which is, that we are 
aiming at a compromise, a specific settlement—a 
compromise that shall lead to the restoration of 
peace and harmony among this disturbed and dis- 
tracted people. As a compromise, you may put 
into the bill as many kindred subjects as it is 
practicable to insert. fÍ do not wholly concur with 


| my colleague—though Í am happy to say we gen- 


erally agree—in regard to his suggestion of adding 
to this bill a provision for the restoration of fugi- 
tive slaves; but I insist upon it, that ail that relates 
to California, and all that relates to governments 
for the territories, and, if you please, the adjust- 
ment of the boundary of Texas—although, per- 
haps, it would be better to leave that out—are 
kindred subjects, and are all proper to be inserted 
in the same common bill. 


e a part of 
same mission of 
California. I only suggested that it should go to 


| the territories? I can conceive of no disrespect. 
being offered to her by pursuing such a course. 


| Mi: CLAY. I was not present during the 


whole time my colleague was addressing the 
Senate; but I understood him to signify that the 
subjects should all be embraced in the same bill, 
The condition of my health scarcely justifies my 
being here atall; but such is the deep.inextinguish~ 
able anxiety I feel on this subject, that, even at 
the risk of injury to my personal health, I feel _ 
an irrepressible inclination always to be at my 
post. 

_ Sir, I have explained what I am inclined to 
think is the best course to be pursued in relation 
to this subject. think that the whole subject and 
all parts of the subject, in reference to propriety 
and concurrence, and common character and sym- 
pathy between them, should be treated in combi- 
nation, as I have suggested. That combination 
can be disrespectful to no one and to no porion of 
the country; and it is a combination that is most 
likely to terminate the unhappy difficulties in 
which we find ourselves placed at the earliest day 
and in the most satisfactory manner, 

Entertaining these views, I had risen for the 
purpose of stating that I cannot vote for the amend- 
ment which has been proposed by the Senator 
from Connecticut; I had hoped indeed that, on re- 
flection, that amendment would have been with- 
drawn, Sir, it seems to me wholly incompatible 
with the purposes and the circumstances under 
which the committee is to be formed. Why, sir, 
when you constitute a committee of thirtecen, for 
the purpose of endeavoring to arrange all these 
subjects, will you manacle them, will you tie their 
hands in regard to one of the most important 
branches of the subject? No, sir; if the amend- 
ment prevail, there will be no advantagei n raising 
a committee of thirteen, and, for one, I would ag 
soon vote against it as for it. , 

Mr. BENTON. On the recéption of the Presi 
dent’s message transmitting ‘the constitution of 
California, a proposition was made: to refer this 
subject to the Committee on the Territories, and E 
believe I was the first to propose that the question 
of the admission of California as a State should 
be excepted from the general subjects which went 
to that committee. And when that proposition 
got overslaughed—I do not know how, for things 
get overlooked and run over here, and | cannot 
pretend to follow them up—when it was after- 
ward proposed by my friend from Connecticut, 
(Mr. Barpwin,] to except the question of the ad- 
mission of the State of California from the partic- 
ular motion to refer all these subjects to a commit- 
tee of thirteen, having been thinking somewhat on 
the subject, I suggested to him a modification of 
his motion, which he accepted. It is to be sup- 
posed, then, that [ have been thinking on this sub- 
ject, and that I have some reasons for my opinion 
that California ought to be considered separately. 
I had reasons then, and they have become stronger, 
much stronger to-day than they were then. „Ánd 
I had intended, after hearing everything gentlemen 
had to say on this subject, if no one proclaimed 
the sentiments which I myself entertained, to take 
an occasion, before the question was disposed of, 
to give the reasons to the Senate which induced 
me to believe that the admission of California 
should be considered as a separate question. It 
has been my intention to do so; and, sir, I will 
say that, at the head of the considerations which 
appeal for the admission of California, stands the 
course of honorable action. And J, for one, will 
never consent to make thé admission of that State 
weigh in the balance against the catching of runa- 
way negroes; I never will consent to the bringing 
of a State into this Union in that way. No one 
State has ever yet been subjected to such a 
condition. Nor will I go through the forms of 
adopting a system of measures which is to have 
the obligatory form of a compromise, and that 
upon California, while she herself stands as an 


outcast repulsed from our doors—to our binding 
her to a system of measures, and she not here to 
say aye or no to it. Sir, I entertain this feeling, 
and I have some reasons for it, more than I can 
give to-night. i ; 

Mr. CASS. If- the Senator will permit, I will 
move an adjournment, 


Mr. BENTON. Very well, sir; I can hardly 
expect to go on with a subject of this kind 
to-night. 

And then, on motion, the Senate adjourned until 
Monday next. 


1880. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mowpay, April 8, 1850. 

The Journal of Friday last was read and ap- 
proved. 

Mr. BAYLY moved that thé rules be. suspended, 
and that the House. resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. VINTON said he hoped the motion would 
not be agreed to. He held in his hand a resolu- 
tion which he was exceedingly desirous to present 
for the immediate consideration of the House. 

THE CENSUS. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, suggested 


to the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Bayxy,] to | 


withdraw his motion for a moment, to enable him 
(Mr. T.) to reporta bill, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, providing for taking the next census. 

Mr. BAYLY assented. 

So the motion was withdrawn. 

Mr. THOMPSON, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, by unanimous consent of the House, 
reported a bill providing for taking the seventh 
census, or enumeration of the inhabitants. of the 
United States. 

The bill having been read twice by its title, 

On motion by Mr. THOMPSON, it was re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. THOMPSON then desired to move that 
the bill be made the special order of the day for 
Thursday next. 

The SPEAKER said, that the unanimous con- 
sentof the House, or that not being obtained, a 
suspension of the rules would be requisite to 
enable the gentleman to submit the motion. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. THOMPSON moved that the rules of the 
House be suspended for the purpose of enabling 
him to submit his motion. 

But after a brief conversation with the Speaker, 
Mr. T. said he would so modify his motion as 
to provide that the bill should be made the special 
order.of the day for Thursday next, and from 
day to day thereafter until it shall have been finally 
disposed of. 

The question, ‘ Shall the rules of the House be 
suspended 7”? was then taken and decided in the 
affirmative, (two-thirds voting in favor thereof.) 

So the rules were suspended. 

Mr. THOMPSON then submitted his motion, 
which was agreed to without a division. 

So the census bill was made the special order of 
the day.for Thursday next, and from day to day 
thereafter until it shall have been finally disposed 
of. ` 


THE SEARCH FOR SIR JOHN FRANKLIN. 


Mr. VINTON rose and (very imperfectly heard 
from his distant place) was understood to say, that 
on Saturday last he had received from the city of 
New York a memorial praying the aid of Con- 
gress in the expedition now fitting out from that 
city, to go in. search of Sir John Franklin, by 
allowing certain seamén—some thirty in number— 
to be transferred from the navy of the United States 
to that expedition. If anything was done in the 
matter, it should be done immediately. Every 
gentleman was aware of the interest which had 
been felt throughout the civilized world in the fate 
of Sir John Franklin and his companions. He 
(Mr. V.) had drawn up a joint resolution, and he 
would now move that the rules of the House be 
suspended for the purpose of enabling him to in- 
troduce it at this time. i. 

The resolution was then read by its title, as a 
resolution “to aid in the search for Sir John 
Franklin and his companions.” i 

Mr. PRESTON KING called for the reading 
of the resolution. 

And it was read through. | 

Mr. JONES. I call for the yeas and nays on 
the motion to suspend the rules.. Whether Sir 
John Franklin be alive or dead, I, for one, will 
not send after him. If Queen Victoria wants to 
hunt afier her lost nobles, let her fit out expeditions 
herself. f 

The SPEAKER. The motion to suspend the 
rules is not debatable. ; y 

Mr. CARTTER said, be desired to put a ques- 
tion to the mover of this resolution. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman could ask 
the question only by unanimous consent. 


Mr. CARTTER. -1 desire to ask the question: | 


with a view to the regulation of my vote. . 

The SPEAKER, No conversation is in order 
at this time. ; : 

Mr. CARTTER. It is competent for me, I 
believe, to make an inquiry of the Chair? 

The SPEAKER. The Speaker cannot say, 
until he knows what the inquiry is. 3 : 

Mr. CARTTER. The point upon which I de- 
sire to be informed is this—does this resolution 
involveanything more than what appears upon the 
face of it? I should like to know whether the res- 
olution involves an appropriation of money? for 
my vote wili be regulated by that fact. ` 

The SPEAKER. The inquiry is not in order. 

Mr. VINTON desired the consent of the House 
to reply to the inquiry of the gentleman from 
Ohio, (Mr. Carrrer } ' 

The SPEAKER said, the gentleman could re- 
spond only by unanimous consent. 

Objection was made. 


The SPEAKER then put the question on the 
demand of Mr. Jones for the yeas and nays on 
the motion of Mr. Vinron to suspend the rules 
for the purpose of enabling him to introduce the 
resolution. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. McCLERNAND desired, he said, to ask 
a question either of the gentleman from Ohio, 
{Mr. Vinron,] or of the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER | said, no inquiries were in. 
order except by the unanimous consent of the 
House. 

Mr. McCLERNAND was understood to say, 
that he understood that Sir John Franklin had 
been found. Š 

The SPEAKER said, the Chair must rule all 
these inquiries and remarks irregular and out of 
order. 

Mr. McMULLEN desired to be informed by 
the Speaker, whether it would be in order for him 
to move that the resolution be Jaid upon the table. 

The SPEAKER said, such a motion could not 
be entertained. The resolution was not yet before 
the House, and the pending question was on the 
motion to suspend the rules for the purpose of 
enabling the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vinton] 
to introduce it. 

And the question, ‘Shall the rules be suspended??? 
was then taken, and decided in the negative— 
yeas 107, nays 55, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alston, Anderson, Andrews, Ashe, Beale, 
Booth, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Buel, Burrows, Thomas B. 
Butler, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Caruer, Ca- 
sey, Clark, Cleveland, Clingman, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, 
Deberry, Dickey, Dimmick, Disney, Doty, Durkee, Fowler, 
Gentry, Giddings, Goodenow, Goti, Grinnell, Harlan, Hay- 
mond, Henry, Hitliard, Hoagland, Houston, Howe, Inge, 
Witliam T. Jackson, James L. Johnson, Julian, George G. 
King, James G. King, John A. King, Leffler, Job Mann, 
Mason, Matteson, McDonald, McKissock, MeLanahan, 
Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Morris, Morse, Nelson, Ogle, 
Otis, Peck, Potter, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Rockwell, 


Root, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Sawtelle, Schenck, Scher- p 


merborn, Schooleraft, Seddon, Shepperd, Silvester, Spaul- 
ding, Sprague, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, 
Alexander H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, James 
Thompson, John B. Thompson, Wiliam Thompson, Thur- 
man, Toombs, Venable, Vinton, Walden, Waldo, Watkins, 
Wellb rn, Wentworth, White, Wiliams, Wilmot, Wilson, 
Winthrop, and Wood—107. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Averett, Bay, Bayly, Bissell, 
Bocock, Bokee, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, 
William J. Brown, Joseph Cable, Williamson R. W., Cobb, 
Dunham, Featherston, Gerry, Gorman, Green, Hall, Ham- 
ilton, Haralson, Isbam G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, ‘thoes. 
L. Harris, Howard, Hubbard, James Jackson, Andrew 
Johnson, Rohert W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, Preston 
King, La Sére, Littlefield, MeClernand, McDowell, Me- 
Mullen, McQueen, Miller, Orr, Parker, Peastee, Phelps, 
Powell, Riehardson, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Sirtson, 
Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Wallace, Whittlesey, 
and Young—~55. 

So two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 
rules were not suspended. 

“And the resolution was not introduced. 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. f 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, hoped that 
the gentleman would withdraw that motion for a 
moment, toenable him (Mr. T.) to present and have 
referred certain joint resolutions of the Legislature 
of Mississippi. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. BayLy] withdraw his motion? 

Mr. BAYLY assented. . 

So the motion to go into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union was withdrawn. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, addressed, 
the Chair... ~. oe igh ark = sf 
Mr. WENTWORTH called for. the orderof 
the day. : ; eek dgn ig 
Mr. THOMPSON claimed the floor, oispa 
The SPEAKER said that if the regular order. of 
business. was insisted upon, the Speaker must 
proceed tocall the States in their order for petitions, 
unless: the gentleman from Mississippi, :[Mr; 
Tuompson,] should move a suspension of the rules 
for the purpose of enabling him to present the res- 
olutions he had indicated.. A call for the order of 
the day, amounted to an objection to any other 
business, except that-which was regularly in order, 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. “I ask the 
unanimous consent of the House to present. these 
resolutions, and I do not think that the gentleman 
trom Hlinois [Mr. Wentwortx] will object when 
be knows what they are. i i 


THE LATE WAR WITH GREAT BRITAIN. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, asked the 
unanimous consent of the House to present certaiti 
resolutions of the Legislature of ‘the State of Misi 
sissippi, in favor of a grant of bounty-lands to the 
soldiers of the war of 1812 with Great Britain, 

Mr. T. desired to move that the resolutions be 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and that they be printed. f Bee sae 

THE OHIO RAILROAD. 

Mr. THOMPSON also asked the unanimous 
consent of the House to introduce certain résolu- 
tions of the Legislature of the State of Missisippi, 
in favor of a grant of land to aid in the construction 
of the Ohio railroad. i i 

Mr T. desired to move that the resolutions be 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands, aud 
that they be printed. 

The SPEAKER. Is there any objection? 

Mr. WENT WORTH, with aremark not heard, 
persisted in the demand for the order of the day. 

So neither of the two sets of resolutions offered 
by Mr. Tompson were received. . ; 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the rules be suspended, 
and that the House resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. f 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, requested, 
the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Bayty] to with- 
draw the motion. 

Mr. BAYLY declined again to withdraw the 
motion, 

Mr. CASEY called for the yeas and nays on 
the motion, which were refused. et 
And the question, ‘* Will the House resolve itself 
into Committee of the Whole on the, state of the 
Union?” was then taken, and the vote was declared. 
to. be ayes 73, noes, 62. ; mie eee 
Tellers were called for and appointed, Messrs. : 
Kine, of Rhode Island, and Venasxz, of North- 

Carolina. ela? 

And the question was again taken and decided 
in the affirmative—ayes 85, noes 67. . 

So the motion was agreed to. 

CALIFORNIA. 

Whereupon, the House resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Boyp, of Kentucky, in the chair,) and resumed the 
consideration of the California question. i 

Mr. WALLACE addressed the committee upon 
the slavery question. He reviewed the history of 
the action of the northern people and States upon 
the subject of slavery, especially during the last: 
Presidential canvass and the last few years, detail~ 
ing the wrongs and aggressions inflicied upon the 
constitutional rights of the South, and denouncing 
the doctrine of non-extension—upon which he còn- 
sidered the entire North—Democrats, Whigs, Abo- 
litionists, and Free Soilers united—as but the means 
by which the ultimate abolition of slavery in the 
States was to be accomplished—quoting in proof 
of such a design from the speeches of Messrs. 
Srevens, of Pennsylvania, and Maxx. He argued 
that the design of the North was to continue and in- 
crease its preponderance of power in the General 
Government in order to crash the South. If the 
doctrine of non-extension were carried out, he com- 
puted that.the free States might eventually number 
some forty-six, and the slave States not more than 
eighteen. He opposed the admission of California 
at the presenttime. He despaired of protection for 
southern rights. by the constitutional velo—a Presl- 
dent having been elected, who in advance had re- 
pudiated the exercise of that power—and in case 
the North persisted in their assaults upon the integ- 
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rity of the Constitution and-upon. southern rights 

in the territories and in the States, he advocated a 

southern convention: in which the people of the 

South would decide for themselves upoy the proper 

means to be'resorted to in- redress of grievances 

and defence of rights. He was arrested: in the 

midst of his remarks by the expiration of the hour, 

and: gave notice that he would write out and pub-. 
ligh'the whole speech. [Ht will be published in the 
Appendix:} ~ 

Mr. JOHNSON, of: Kentucky, followed inva 
Speech upon the same general subject. He depre- 
‘cated the excitement existing between: the differ- 
ent sections of. the Union, and denied that it-had 
originated wholly or mainly—as was ofténcharged 
with ‘the South.” He opposed the admission 
of California, at this time, as an independent 
question; but desiring a full settlement of all the 
vexed territorial questions, declared his willing- 
hess to vote for its admission, if coupled with a 
bill, establishiug territorial governments over the 
remaining territories, containing no provision upon 
the subject of slavery. He desired the inhabi- 
tants of the other territories, in forming State con- 
stitutions, to be left free to settle the question of 
the existence or non-existence of slavery within 
their own limits, as the people of California had 
done. He enforced the necessity. of a settlement 
atthis time, in a spirit of compromise and justice 
to all parties, of all disputed questions between 
the- North and South, arising out of the subject of 
slavery; declared his heartfelt devotion to the 
union of the States, and discountenanced the idea 
of dissolution being necessary to secure the rights, 
or advance the interests of any section. 

{His speech will be published in the Appendix.] 

Mr. J. having concluded— 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, obtained the floor, 
but yielded for a motion that the committee rise. 

The motion having prevailed— 

The committee rose and reported. 

Mr. CONGER asked leave to withdraw from 
the files of the House, for the purpose of laying 
before one of the departments, the papers in the 
case of John Shepard. The motion was agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. WOOD, leave was granted to 
withdraw from the files of the House the papers 
in relation to the revolutionary services of Capt, 
John Thomas, of the Virginia navy, with the view 
of preparing an argument, and: of presenting the 
case at the Pension Office. 

Mr. KAUFMAN asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to offer the following resolution, 
which was read for information: 

Whereas it appears from a publication in the Washington 
Republic, that James S. Calboun, the Indian Agent for Santa 
Fé, appointed by the President, instead of attending solely 
to bis duties as such Federal officer, is endeavoring to in- 
cite the people af Santa Fé and vicinity to form a State in 
derogation of the claims of Texas to said territory; and 
whereas such interference is improper: Therefore, 

1. Resolved, Tat the President be requested to inform 
this House whether such interference on the part of said 
Indian Agent, is without Executive approval. 

2. Resolved, ‘That the President be requested to inform 
this House whether any of the officers of Government have 
been instructed by him or the Secretary of War, to prejudice 
the claims of Texas to Santa Fé by inducing the people of 
that place and vicinity to form a State government. 

3. Resolved, ‘that the President be requested to inform 
this House whether any of the instructions issued by the 
previous Administration to the military officers at Santa Fé, 
to support the jurisdiction of Texas over said territory, have 
been annulled or modified by this Administration, and also 
whether thé proclamation of Lieutenant-Colonel Beale, call- 
ing the convention thatmet at Santa Fé on the 24th Sep- 
tember, 1849, to form a territorial government, was sanc- 


tioned by this Government, and if 89, to furnish this House 
copies of the order sanctioning the same. 


The resolution having been read, 

Objection was made to its reception. 

Mr. KAUFMAN moved a suspension of the 
rules to enable him to introduce the resolution. 

Mr. FOWLER asked the yeas and nays on that 
motion, which were refused. 

“And the question, ‘‘ Shall the rules be sus- 
pended ?”’ was then taken, and decided in the nega- 
tive, (two thirds not voting therefor.) 

So the rules were not suspended, and the reso- 
lation was not introduced. 


WILMINGTON AND RALEIGH RAILROAD. 


Mr. POTTER asked the unanimous consent of ; 
the House to introduce a bill from the Committee ! 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. i 

The title of the bill was read, as “ A bill for the | 
relief of the Wilmington and Raleigh Railroad | 
Company.” : : | 

No objection having been made, the bill was | 


| introduced, and having been read twice by its 


title, on motion of Mr. P., it was referred, with 
the accompanying report, to the Committee of the 
Whole House. 


POSTAGE, ETC. 


Mr. CONGER asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to introduce the following resolution, 
which was read for information: 

Resolved,. That'the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be, and they hereby are, instructed to report to 
this House, witlas little delay as practicable, a bill to 
abolish the franking privilege and for the reduction of: post- 
age tothe uniform rate, when prepaid, of two cents on let- 
ters Weighing no more than one half ounce. each, and five 
cents when not prepaid; also providing that all newspapers 
within the county of their publication, or the distance of 
thirty miles of the same, may be received through the mails, 
by actual subseribers, free of postage: 

The resolution having been read— 
` Objection was made to its introduction. 

Mr. CONGER moved that the rules. of the 
House be suspended to enable him to offer the 
resolution. 

Mr. POTTER said he would state that the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office 

The SPEAKER interposed and said, no re- 
marks were in order. The question was on sus- 
pending the rules to allow the resolution to be 
introduced. 

Mr. POTTER (proceeding, by general acqui- 
escence) was understood to remark that the sub- 
ject embraced in the resolution would be reported 
upon soon by the Committee on the Post Office, 
and if the gentleman from New York [Mr. Con- 
GER] proposed to take the sense of the House on 
the question of the reduction of the rates of post- 
age, he (Mr. P.) presumed that the gentleman 
would wish to take it in a-fuller [louse than was 
now present. He (Mr. P.) had no doubt that a 
majority of the whole House would be found in 
favor of a reform in the matter embraced in the 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be on 
the motion to suspend the rules. 

In reply to an inquiry— 

The SPEAKER stated that the motion, if not 
acted upon now, would come up when motions to 
suspend the rules should be next in order. 

Whereupon, pending the motion to suspend the 
rules, the ELouse adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &e. 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 

presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees: 


By Mr. WILMOT: The petition of 72 citizens and elec- 
tors of Leroy township, Bradford county, Pennsylvania, 
praying that slavery and the slave-trade be expressly pro- 
hibited in the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of the same citizens, praying for the 
repeal of all laws of Congress for the support of slavery in 
the District of Columbia, or in default thereof, that the Cap- 
ital be removed. 

Also, the petition of the same citizens, praying that no 
State be hereafter admitted into the Union, unless slavery 
be prohibited by the constitution of said State. 

Also, the petition of the same citizens, praying that the 
right of trial by jury be secured to those claimed as fugitives 
from labor. 

Also, the petition of 50 citizens of Cross Creek township, 
Washington county, Pennsylvania, praying that no State 
be hereatler admitted into the Union, unless slavery be pro- 
hibited by the constitution of said State. 

Also, the petition of the same citizens, praying that sla- 
very and the slave-trade be expressly prohibited in the ter- 
ritories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of 75 citizens and electors of Blakely, 
Luzerne county, Pennsylvania, praying that slavery and the 
slave-trade be expressly prohibited in the territories of the 
United States. 

Also, the petition of the same citizens, praying that all 
laws of Congress for the support of slavery in ihe Distriet of 
Columbia be repealed, or in default thereof, that the Capital 
be removed. 

Also, the petition of the same citizens, praying that no 
State be héreafter admitted into the Unionu, unless slavery 
be prohibited by the const:tution of said State. 

Also, the petition of the same citizens, praying that.the 
right of trial by jury be secured to persons claimed as fugi- 
tives from labor. 

Also, the p-tition of 50 vitizens of Livingston, Essex 
county, New Jersey, praying that slavery and the slave-trade 
pe expressly prohibited in the territories of ihe United 
States. 

Also, the petition of the same citizens, praying that no 
State be hereafter admitted into the Union, unless slavery 
be prohibited by the constitution of said State. 

Also, the petition of the same citizens, praying that all 
laws of Congress for the support of slavery in the District of 
Columbia be repealed, or in default thereof, that the Capital 
be removed. 

Also, the petition of the same citizens, praying that. the 
right of trial by jury be secured to persons claimed as f ugi- 
tives from labor. 


Also, two petitions of citizens of Pennsylvania, praying 
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that the Government dispense with. the employment. of 
chaplains. # 

Also, the petition of 35 citizens of Bradford county, Penn- 
sylvania, praying that no act be passed extending Woud- 
worth’s patent for a planing machine. i 

Atso, the petition of 30 citizens of Bradford county, Penn- 
sylvania, praying fora reduction in the rates of postage. 

By Mr. CLEVELAND: The petition of citizens of Nor- 
wich, Connecticut, for reduction of postage. 

Also, the petitions of citizens of Norwich, Connecticut, 
of Lebanon, Connecticut, aud Windham county, Connecti- 
eut, to secure to alleged fugitive slaves the right of trial by 
jury. 

Also, the petitions of citizens of Windham county, Con- 
necticut, of Norwich, Connecticut, and Lebanon, Connecti- 
cut, against the admission of more slave States, into the 
Union. 

Also, the petitions of citizens of Norwich, Connecticut, 
of Lebanon, Connecticut, and Windham county, Connecti 
eut, for the establishment and protection of freedom in the 
territories of the United States. 

Also, the petitions of citizens of Norwich, Connecticut, 
of Lebanon, Connecticut, and Windham county, Connecti- 
cut, forthe repeal of all laws enacted by Congress for the 
support of slavery and the slave-trade in the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

By Mr. PRESTON KING: The petition of citizens avd 
electors of Sidney, Delaware county, New York, against 
the admission of more slave States into the Union. 

Also, the petition. of the same, to secure to fugitives the 
right of trial by jury. : 

Also, the petition of the same, for the establishinent and 
protection of freedom in the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of the same, for the repeal of all taws 
enacted or adopted by Congress for the support of slavery in 
the District of Columbia 

Also, four several petitions of citizens and electors of Wal- 
ton, Delaware county, New York, for the same objects. 

Also, four several petitions of citiz ns and electors of 
Hopkinton, in St. Lawrence county, New York, for the 
sane objects. y 

Also, four several petitions of citizens and eleetors of 
Pulaski, Oswego county, New York, for the same objects. 

Also, four several petitions of citizens and electors of St. 
Lawrence county, New York, for the sane objects. 

By Mr. STETSON: The petition of William H. Mills 
and 214 others, citizens of Bangor, Maine, for the adoption 
of measures to settle international difficulties without resort 
to war. p 

Also, the petition of George W. Snow and others, citizens 
of Bangor, for the same. 

Also, the petition of Thomas 8. Johnson and 46 others, 
citizens of Brewer, Maine, for cheap po-tage. 

Also, the petition of E. Kingsbury, juu., and 160 others, 
citizens of Bradford, Maine, for the sane. 

Also, the petition of R. K, Packard and 25 others, citizens 
of Blanchard, Maine, for a law securing to alleged fugitives 
from labor the right of trial by jury. 

Also, the petition of Joseph B. Packard and 24 others, 
citons of Blanchard, against the admission of more slave 

tates. 

Also, the petition of Alonzo H. Davee and 24 others, citi- 
zens of Blanchard, for the repeal of all laws sanctioning 
slavery or the slave-trade in the District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of R. K. Packard and 25 other citizens 
of Blanchard, for the prohibition of slavery in the territories 
of the United States, : 

By Mr. HENRY: The petition of William Hill, Rayal 
Earle, and 155 other citizens of Windham county, Vermont, 
that slavery and the siave-trade be prohibited by law in all 
the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of the same persons, that no State shall 
hereafter be admitted into the Union whose constitution 
does not prohibit slavery. 

Also, the petition of the same, that persons hereafter 
claimed as fugitive staves shall, only in the State where the 
claimant resides, be delivered to the persons claiming them 
except on the finding of a jury. p ? 

Also, the petition of the same, for the removal of the seat 
of Government, unless all laws authorizing slavery aud the 
slave-trade in the District of Columbia be repealed, 

By Mr. HOWE: The petition of Robert Patterson and 
154 others, citizens of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, pray- 
ing Congress to establish an Agricultural bureau in ore of 
the Executive Departments of the Government at Wash- 
ington. 

| Also, the petition of John Robinson and 23 others, officers 
| and soldiers of the war of 1812, and other citizens of the 
| county of Lawrence, Pennsylvania, praying Congress to 
| extend to them the same liberality that has been extended 
to the officers and soldiers of the Mexican war. 

Also, the petition of James Scott and 48 others, citizens 
of Lawrence county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress to 
į provide by law, that whenever a person shall be arrested as 
a fugitive slave, in any State other than that in which he ig 
alleged to he held to service, he shall not be delivered to 
the claimant or his agent, except upon the finding ofa jury 
that he is the slave of the claimant. | 

Also, the petition of William Smith and 2 others, citi- 
zens of Venango county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress to 
repeal all laws by which slavery or the slave trade isay- 


|i thorized and sanctioned in the city of Washington or the 


| District of Columbia, and that, in the event of their non- 
repeal, the seat of the National Government may be re- 


: moved to some more suitable location. 


Also,the petition of Danel Gregg and 36 others, citizens 
of Venango county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress to 
abolish slavery and the slave-trade in all the territories be- 
longing to the United States. 

By Mr. BROWN, of Mis 
rials from the Legislature o 

Praying a change in the system of transporting the mail; 

Praying à change in the system of transporting the inail 
and the éstablishinent of stage-routes in the State of Mis- 
sissippi; 

Tn relation to stage-routes ; 

Relating to a stage-reute from Jackson to Baton Rouge. 
Also, a resolution to establish a light-house on the sea- 
coast of the State of Mississippi. : 


ippi: The following memo- 
e State of Mississippi: 
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_Also, the petition of P. S. Cutching and others, citizens of 

ississippi, praying the establishment ofa mail-route from 

New Town, via Providence and Georgetown, to Monti- 
cello, in the State of Mississippi, 

By Mr. BURROWS: Concurrent. resolutions of the Sen- 
ate and Assembly of the State.of New York, in relation to 
the reduction of postage. i ‘ 

Also, the petition of 160 citizens and electors of Gaines, 
Orleans county, New York, for the repeal of ali laws en- 
acted or adopted by Congress for the support of slavery in 
the District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of citizens and electors of the same 
place, for the establishment and protection of freedom in 
the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of citizens and electors of the same 
place, to secure to alleged fugitives the right of trial by jury. 

Also, the. petition of citizens and electors of the same 
place, against the admission of more stave States. 

By Mr. MATTESON: The petition of William Watker 
and 41 others, citizens of Paris, Oneida county, New York, 
to secure to alleged fugitive slaves tbe right of trial by jury. 

Also, the petition of the same, for the establishment and 
protection of freedom in the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of the same, for the repeal of all laws 
enacted or adopted by Congress for the support of slavery in 
the District of Columbia, and that, in the event of their non- 
repeal, the seat of the National Government may be removed 
to some more suitable location. 

Also, the petition of the same, against the admission of 
more slave States into the Union, 

By Mr. CROWELL: ‘The petition of S. M. Blake, Presi- 
dent, and others, officers and members of the © Brimfield 
Literary Society,” in favor of reducing the rate of postage 
to two eents per half ounce on prepaid letters. 

By Mr. TAYLOR: The petition of R. C. Weightman, 
John W. Maury, Frank Taylor, George and Thomas Parker, 
and 40 others, citizens of the city of Washington, praying 
Congress to enclose and improve certain public grounds, 

» therein named. p 

By Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas: The memorial of the 
officers of the United States Army, stationed in Oregon, 
praying relief. ee, 3 

By Mr. UNDERHILL: The petition of Thomas S, Wins- 
low, for a register for the British barque Cornwallis. 

By Mr. BRIGGS: Resolutions by the Legislature of the 
State of New York, in favor of the reduction on letter post- 
age; and also for a law of Congress, making newspaper 
postage free in each county where the same are printed. 

By Mr. MOORE: The petition of Thomas W. Vann and 
other citizens of Philadelphia city and county, praying for 
the establishment and protection of freedom in the territo- 
ries of the United States. 

By Mr. GORMAN: The memorial of. the soldiers of the 
Jate war with Great Britain, and other proceedings of a pub- 
lic meeting of the people of Knox county, Indiana, praying 
for bounty land. . 

By Mr. PARKER: The petition of Henry Wagner, of 
Morgan county, Virginia, praying a pension 3 also Ihe peti- 
tion of ‘Thomas B. Harvey, of Clarke county, Virginia, pray- 
ing a pension. K : 

y Mr. BOOTH: The petition of Samuel Griswold and | 
others, of Saybrook and vicinity, in the State of Connecti- | 
eut, praying forthe prevention and abolition of international 


war. 

By Mr. ROSE: The petition of members of Congress of 
New York, for a new judicial district, to be called the West- 
ern District. of New York. , 

By Mr. MEACHAM: The petition of Rodman Chapman, 
of Vergennes, Vermont, for money due him from the Gov- 
ernment, in consequence of the default of an officer of the 
United States. d aN 

Atso, the petition of Royal Flint and 50 citizens of Han- 
cock, Vermont, for the protection of freedom in the territo- 
ries; against the admission of more slave States; to secure 
right of trial by jury to fugitives from Jabor; to repeal all 
laws upholding slavery in the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. MANN, of Pennsylvania: The petition of James 

Armstrong, praying that an act may be passed hy Congress 
refunding to him and James Coulter, money paid by them 
for rent of quarters in Mexico, as Lieutenants in second 
regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers. 
By Mr. DURKEE: The petition of B. D. Seward and 101 
other citizens, of Lake Mills, in the State of Wisconsin, 
against the admission of any more slave States into the 
aie a petition from the same, for the establishment and 
protection of freedom in the territories, = 

Also, the petition of Warren Cochran and 40 other citi- 
zeus of Brooklyn, in the State of Wisconsin, far the repeal | 
of all laws enacted or adopted by Congress for the support 
of slavery in the District of Columbia. i | 

Also, a petition from me same for the establishment and | 

setion of freedour in the territories. ie 
porte a petition from the same, against the admission of | 
any more slave States into the Union. E 
Also, a petition kom the same, to secure to alleged fugi- i 
ives tie right of trial by jury. be: 
vao. the petition of W. R. Prescott and 114other citizens 
„f Hallowell, in the State of Maine, for the repeal of all | 
laws enacted or adopted by Congress for the support of: 
slavery in the District of Columbia. K t 
‘Also, a petition of the same, to secure to alleged fugitives | 


j 
| 
the right of trial by jury. | 
i 
i 


Also, a petition of the same, against the admission of any |i 
more slave States into the Union. f 

Also, a petition of the same, for the establishment and 

ection of freedom in the territories. _ KID 

AT the petition of C. J. Cheneyand 45 other citizens of 
Emerald Grove, in the State of Wisconsin, against the ad- 
mission of any more stave States into the Union. ef 

Al , 2 petition of the same, to secure to alleged fugitives 

s sight of trial by jury. , 
Mae a petition of the same, for the repeal of all laws 
enaced or adopted by Congress for the support of slavery 
it istrict of Columbia. , i 
eee petition of the same, | for the establishment and 
protection of freedom in the territories. : 

By Mr. HOUSTON: Resolutions of the State of Dela- 


! without any distinction of color or condition; which 


' and Representatives of that State in Congress to 
recommend to the Government of the United 


ware, asking a grant of 
an insane asylum. 

Also, a petition of sundry citizens of Lawrence county, 
Pennsylvania, praying for bounty land to officers and sol- 
diers in the jast war with Great Britain. 


public lands. for the establishment-of. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, April 8, 1850. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 


ate proceedings of a mass meeting of the citizens 
of the city and county of Philadelphia, in favor of 
a repeal of the law extending the patent for Wood- 
worth’s planing machine, and opposed to any 
further extension, as asked for by the present hold- 
ers of the letters patent; which was referred to the 
Committee on Patents and the Patent Office. 

Also, a memorial of a committee of the Con- 
vention held in Philadelphia for the. purpose of 
considering the subject of connecting by railroad 
the navigable waters of the valley of the Missis- 
sippi with those of the territory of the United 
States on the Pacific, communicating the results | 
of its proceedings; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. SEWARD presented a petition of citizens | 
of Cayuga county, in the State of New York, ask- 
ing that a pension may be allowed to Mary Inger- 
soll, widow of a revolutionary soldier; which was 
1eferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, a petition of Franklin De Frate and other | 
citizens of New York, engaged in the manufacture 
of India rubber, asking that the patent extended to 
Charles Goodyear may be repealed; which was 
referred to the Committee on Patents and the 
Patent Office. ` 

Also, a petition of citizens of Tioga county, New 
York, praying that the sale of intoxicating liquors 
in the Capitol, public buildings, and grounds of 
the city of Washington may be prohibited; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, a petition of members of the Congrega- 
tional Society of West Bloomfield ,in the State of 
New York, and also a petition of the citizens of 
the same State generally, in favor of a reduction of 
the rates of postage; which were referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, a memorial of citizens of Bureau county, 
Minois, asking that no resistance may be offered 
to any of the States of the Union that may elect 
peaceably to withdraw from the Confederacy; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, of the citizens of Ontario county, New 
York, asking that the enrolments of the militia 
may include all classes of persons, and setting 
forth that in the enrolment of the national railitia, 
a distinction is made whereby a large class, num- 
bering more than three millions of people, are 
entirely exempted from enrolment and military 
duty. This large class, residing chiefly in the 
southern States, the chief burden of the system 
and of the national defence, in cases of insurrec- 
tion or invasion, is thrown upon the northern 
States. That, in cases of insurrection or invasion, 
the whole power of the North may be called to 
defend the South; that, in case of a similar event 
occurring at the North, their reliance on their 
southern brethren must; owing to the inequality, 
be extremely limited, if not utterly vain; and in- 
sisting that all the burdens and obligations of the 
people of the several States ought to be in all re- 
spects equal and mutual; and asking Congress to |! 
immediately remedy this inequality by the passage | 
of a law for the enrolment of the militia of all the |; 
States, which shall include all classes of persons, || 


was ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. BUTLER presented the memorial of Wil- |! 
liam H. Warfield, asking indemnity for French || 
spoliations prior to 1800; which was ordered to le |! 


on the table. 
Mr. WHITCOMB presented resolutions of the 
Legislature of Indiana, instructing the Senators 


States, that it use its infiuence with the Courts of 
Austria and Russia to effect an amelioration of the 


Also, a resolution from the same Legislature, in 
favor of a grant of the unsold lands in the Vin- 
cennes land district, for the purposes of edacation; 


which. was-referred to. the: Committeen Public 
Lunds, and ordered to be printed. Sees 

Also, a resolution of the same’ Legislature, in 
favor of a reduction of the price of ‘public lands 
lying in the Miami reservation in that State;'which 
was ordered to lie on the table and be printed: | © 

Mr. SMITH presented a petition of citizens of: 
Litchfield county, Connecticut, asking the adop- 
tion of measures for the adjustment of international .- 
controversies by arbitration; which was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. a 

Also, a memorial of the Connecticut branch: of. 
the American Colonization Society, asking ‘that’ 
the independence of the Republic of Liberia may 
be recognized by the United States; which was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, 

Mr. CASS presented a memorial of W. W. 
i Loring, and other officers of the army stationed 
in the Oregon Territory, asking for an increase of 
pay. 

Mr. C. observed, that the memorial presented a 
very strong case for thé interference of the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, to which he would 
move its reference. 

The petition was referred accordingly. . 

Mr. CHASE presented a petition of citizens 
and female residents of York county, “Maine, 
asking a reduction of the rates of postage; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads: 

Mr. JONES presented a petition of citizens of 
Keokuk county, lowa, asking the establishment 
f a mail-route from Fairfield to Lancaster, in that: 

tale, 

Also, a petition of citizens of lowa, asking the 
establishment of a mail-route from Fort Des 
Moines to Boonsville, in that State; which was- 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. : 

Also, a memorial of citizens of Iowa and Illi- 
nois, asking the removal of obstructions to the navi- 
gation of the Mississippi river at the Des Moines 
and Rock River rapids; which was referred:to the 
Committee on Commerce. Aan: ; 

Mr. FELCH presented a memorial of citizens 
of Washtenaw county, Michigan, asking that the 
public lands may be granted in limited quantities 
to such actual settlers as are unable from poverty, 
to purchase; which was referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Mr. YOLEE submitted documents relating to 
the claim of William D. Ward, to compensation 
for losses sustained in consequence of Indian dep- 


redations committed on his property during the 
recent Indian disturbances in Florida; which weré 
referred tothe Committee òn Indian A Faits. o 0.0) 

Mr. BRADBURY presented the petition. of” 
James W. Robinson, asking to bé allowed an in-. 
crease of pension; which was referred'to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. ` : 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of citizens 
of Bangor, Maine, asking the adoption of meas- 
ures for the settlement of international controver-~ 
sies by arbitration; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. BADGER presented a memorial of citizens 
of Washington, in the District of Columbia, ask- 
ing that an appropriation may be made for enclos- 
ing and ornamenting certain public grounds lying 
west of the Capitol, in this city. He did not ask 
for any reference, but preferred that it should lie on 
the table forthe present; which was agreed to. 

Mr. SEWARD presented fourteen petitions of 
citizens of New York, and a petition from citizens 
of Ohio, asking that no State may be admitted’ 


i into the Union that does not prohibit slavery. with- 


in its limits; which were ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Also, sixteen petitions from citizens of New 
York, asking that slavery and the slave trade may 
be prohibited by law in all the territories of the 
United States. 

Also, a like number from citizens of Maine, in 
favor of the same, and asking that the slave trade 
may be prohibited by’ law in-all territories of the 
United States; and that no State may hereafter be 
admitted whose constitution does not prohibit 
slavery within its limits; which were ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Also, fifteen petitions of citizens of New York, 
asking that slavery and the slave trade may be 
akolished in the District of Columbia, or that the 
seat of Government may be removed therefrom; 
which were ordered to lie on the table, 


“Also, fourteen petitions from citizens. of New, 
York, and a petition. from citizens. of Portland, 
Maine, asking :that the right of trial by jary may 
be secured, by jaw, to -alleged fugitive slaves ar- 
rested in-any other State than that. in, which their 
service is claimed; which were ordered to. lie-on- 
the table. ee teks ge 
Mr, BALDWIN presented a petition of citizens: 
of Plymouth, Connecticut, asking that slavery.and. 
the slave trade may. be prohibited by law in-all the 
territories of the United States, o =... Tre 
<: Also, a petition from citizens of the same. place, 
asking that. slavery and. the, slave trade. may be 
abolished in the District of Columbia,.or the seat. 
of Governament removet therefrom. ©. 

Also, from citizens of the same. place; asking 
that the. right-of trial by jury. may be secured to 
fugitive slaves arrested in. anyother State than: 
that. in which service is claimed; all of which were 
zordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented four petitions, (which 
he observed: were signed by Democrats who. had 
never scratched a ticket,). one. from Corinth, 


Maine, asking that no State may hereafter be | 


admitted into the Union whose constitution does 
not prohibit slavery; onc from citizens of the same, 
asking that slavery and the slave trade may be 
abolished in the District of Columbia, or the seat 
of Government removed therefrom; one from citi- 
zens of the same, asking that slavery and the. 
slave trade may be prohibited by law in all terri- 
tories of the. United States; one: from citizens. of 
the same place, asking that the right of trial by. 
jury may be secured by law to fugitive slaves; all 
of which were ordered to lie on the. table. 

. Mr. CHASE presented seven petitions of- citi- 
zens of Ohio, and. a petition of citizens of New 
York, asking that no slave State may hereafter be 
admitted into the Union whose constitution does. 
not expreasly prohibit slavery. 

Also, five petitions from citizens of Ohio, and 
two. petitions from citizens of Illinois, asking that 
the right of trial by jury may be secured to fugi- 
tive slaves. f 

. Also, six petitions from citizens of Obio, and 
two petitions from citizens of Illinois, asking that 
slavery. and the slave trade may bẹ abolished in - 
the District of Columbia,. or the. seat of Govern- 
ment removed. ; 

Also, six petitions from citizens.of Ohio, and a 
petition of citizens of Ilinoig, asking that slavery 
and the slave trade may. be abolished in all the 
territories of the United States. 


Also, a petition of inhabitants of Huntsburg | 


county, Ohio, asking the adoption of constitutional 
measures for abolishing slavery in the United 
States, 


Also, a petition of. citizens of Medina county, 


Ohio, praying that slavery may be prohibited by | 
law in the territories of New Mexico and Califor- | 
nia, that the provision of the act of 1793 respecting 
fugitive slaves may be repealed, and slavery and 
the slave trade in the District of Columbia, and | 
the slave trade along the coast may be abolished. 
Also, two petitions from citizens of Harrison 
county, Ohio, remonstrating against the resolu- 
tions submitted by Mr. Cray on the 29th Janu- | 
ary last, and praying Congress to increase its con- | 
stitutional power to prohibit the introduction of i 
slavery into territories now. free, to abolish slavery 


_ and the slave trade in the District of Columbia, f 


and the: slave: trade between the States, and to re- | 
peal those provisioris of the act ol 1793 respecting 
the recovery of. fugitive slaves; all of which were 
ordered to lie on, the table. 

Mr. BENTON. I am asked to present a peti- 
tion from many citizens of California, asking that 
a separate collection district and a port of entry 
may be established at San Diego, on the southern | 
coast of the Pacific, in California. They give very | 
strong reasons in connection with this request. | 
The evils under which the southern portion of 


California have been and are still suffering, are | 
d 
į 


ir dons arising as they do from that act of the | 
ast session of Congress extending the revenue 


the world. All shipping must pass by. San Diego, to 
enter at San Francisco, whether their cargoes are 
foreign or domestic productions, making it neces- 
sary for the citizens of San Diego to pay. an addi- 
tional freight equal to the freight from New York 
(which is $40 per ton) to San Francisco, while 
foreign vessels are- almost prohibited from bringing 
goods. of any description to San Diego. In con- 
sequence of this the citizens of the southern portion: 
of California have not only very limited supplies, 
but are compelled topay for ail imports two or 
three hundred per cent. more than the citizens of 
San Francisco. 

They give so many and such excellent reasons 
for establishing a collection district for that part of 
California, and making San Diego a port of entry, 
that I think it is due to them to have this memorial 
printed, as well ds to move that ‘it be referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. I therefore make 
both motions. i 

The memorial was accordingly teferred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and ihe question of 
printing to the Committee on Printing. 

On motion by Mr. DOUGLAS; that five thou- 
sand cọpies, in addition to the usual number of the 
report of the Secretary of War, communicating 
explorations of the Territory of Minnesota by Cap- 
tain Pope, be printed for the use of the Senate— 
it was 

Ordered, 'That the motion be referred to the Committee 
on Printing. i 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES: 


Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, to which was referred the petition of 
Joseph Parks, a member of the Shawnee tribe of 
Indians, asking compensation for a negro slave 
rescued from his possession by a mob of persons 
of the State of Illinois, asked to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the same, and 
that it be referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary; which was agreed to. 

Aiso, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the memorial of the chiefs of tbe Meno- 
minee Indians, asking payment of a debt due 
by them to Robert Grigion, made an adverse re- 
port on the same. f 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the bill to amend an 
act entitled “An act for the discontinuance of the 
office of surveyor general in the several districts so 
soon as the surveys therein can be completed, for 
abolishing land offices under certain circumstances, 
and for other purposes,” approved 12th June, 
1840, reported back the same without amend- 
ment. 

Mr. DOWNS, from the Committee on the Ju- 
| diciary, to which was referred the bill from the 
House of Representatives to refund the fine im- 
! posed on the late Dr. ‘Thomas Cooper, ander the 

sedition law to his heirs, reported the same with- 
out amendment, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. SHLELDS, from the Commitee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the mé@morial of a 
; convention held at Vandalia, asking a grant of 
land for a railroad from a point opposite to Terre 
Haute, Indiana, to a point on the Mississippi 
river, &c., reported a bill granting to the State 
of lilinois to uid in the construction of a railroad 
from a point opposite to Terre Haute, Indiana, to 
la point near Mlinoistown, Illinois; which was 
read and passed to a second reading. 

Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- 
| ing, to which was referred the motion to print the 
| report of the Secretary of the interior, in relation 
to the public lands in the Milwaukee land district, 
reported in favor of printing the same; which was 
concurred in, . 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 


Watterston, asking the establishment of an Agri- 
cultural Coliege in the city of Washington, re- 
ported against printing the same; which was con- 
curred in. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the motion to print the memorial of Ralph 


laws of the United States over Upper California, | 
with the only port of entry at San Francisco, which | 
not only tends to build up that port at the expense 
of the whole territory, but prostrates the commer- | 
cial energies of the city of San Diego, the adjacent | 
towns and surrounding country. San Diego, being | 
over five hundred miles by. sea south from San Fran- | 
‘isco, is by. this. much (so far as commercial advan- | 
tages are concerned) further from any other port in 


| Bulkley, asking an appropriation to test an effect- 
ive method of extinguishing fire, reported against 
| printing the same; which was concurred in. 

| BILL ON LEAVE. 
i 

| 


Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, in pursuance of 
| notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 


| to divide the State of Wisconsin into. two judicial 
|| districts; which was read a first and second time 


referred the motion to print the memorial of George | 


HE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


jected to it. 


by its title, and referred to:the Committee on the 
Judiciary. ; ; 
NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. YULEE gave notice that he would to- 
morrow, or some subsequent day, ask leave to 
bring in a bill to amend the act approved June 30, 
1834, regulating trade and intercourse with the 
Indian tribes. 


MR. BELL'S RESOLUTIONS. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration: 
of the special order, being Mr. Foorg’s motion 
to refer Mr. Be.u’s resolutions to a committee 
of-thirteen, the pending question being upon an 
amendment proposed by Mr. Batpwin to except 
from the. reference so much as relates to the ad- 
mission of California as a State. 

Mr. BENTON. It is proposed to make the 
admission -of California a part of a system of 
measures for the settlement of the whole slavery 
question in the United States. Iam opposed to 
this mixing of subjects which have no affinities, 
and am in favor of giving to the application of 
California for admission into this. Union a separ- 
ate consideration, and an independent decision, 
upon its own merits. She is a State, and should 
not be mixed up with anything below the dignity 
ofa State. She has washed her hands of slavery 
at home, and should not be mixed up with it 
abroad. She presents a single application, and 
should not be coupled with other subjects. Yet 
itis proposed to mix up the question of admitting 
Catifornia with all the questions which the slavery 
agitation has produced-in the United States, and 
to make one general settlement of the whole, 
somewhat in the nature of a compact or compro- 
mise. Now, lam opposed to all this. l ask for 
California a separate consideration, and object to 
mixing her up with any, much more with the 
whole of the angry and distracting subjects of dif- 
ference which have grown up out of slavery in 
the United States. 

What are these subjects? They are: 

1. The creation of Territorial Governments in 
New Mexico, and in the remaining part of Cali-: 
fornia. ` 

2. The creation of a new State in Texas, reduc- 
tion of her boundaries, settlement of her dispute’ 
with New. Mexico, and vession of her surplus ter- 
ritory to the United States. l 

3. Recapture of fugitive slaves. 

4. Suppression of the slave trade in the District 
of Columbia. : 

5. Abolition of slavery in the District. of Co- 
lumbia. 

6. Abolition of slavery in the forts, arsenals, 
navy-yards, and dock yards of the United States. 

7. Abolition of the slave trade between the 
States. : 

8. Abolition of slavery within the States. 

And a non-enumerated catalogue of oppressions, 
aggressions, and encroachments upon the South. 

This is the list of the subjects to be mixed up 
with the question of admitting the State of Cali- 
fornia into the Union; and Iam against the mix- 
ture, and that for reasons which apply to the whole 
in the lump, and to each separate ingredient in the 
detail. i 

I am against it in the lamp. 

California is a State, and has a right to be treated 
as other States have been, when asking admission 
into the Union, and none of which have been sub- 
jected to the indignity of having their application 
coupled with the decision of other, inferior, and, 


` 
a 


j to them, foreign questions. 


I object to it upon principle—that principle of 
fair legislation which requires every measure to 


| stand or fall upon its own merits, unaided by 
Stronger measures, unimpeded by weaker ones. 


I abject to it on account of the nature of the 
subjects to be coupled with California—all angry, 
distracting, and threatening the Union with disso- 
lution; while her application is calm, conciliatory, 
national, and promising to strengthen and aug- 
ment the Union. 

1 object to it because California herself has ob- 
Her constitution contains this pro- 
Visions: 

“Every law enacted by the Legislature shall con- 
tain but one object; and that shall be expressed in the 
tiile.” . 
_This is the opinion of California about mixing 
different subjects together in the process of legis- 


lation; and a wise opinion it is; and a wise pro- 
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vision it is to be put into her constitution, and 
worthy to be put into all constitutions, and very 
fit and proper to` be acted upon by all legislative 
bodies, whether written down in their constitu- 
tions or not. California has doubtless heard of 
that legislative operation in the old States called 
$* log-rolling’’—a term which needs no definition 
in this assembly—and took care by a fundamental 
evactment—by a law of constitutional dignity, 
and permanent obligation, to keep it out of her 
own borders. And new, by what would seem to be 
a rebuke of her constitutional provision—a flout 
upon her wisdom-—a satire upon her prudery— 
and a caution not to pretend to be better than 
others—it is proposed in the American Congress 
to perform the operation upon herself—to ‘ log- 
roll” her, herself, into this Union !—into it, or out 
of it, as the case may be—as the ‘‘rollers” may be 
successful, or not, in getting their ‘‘logs” together. 

I object to the process. I object to mixing 
California with anything else. I have objected in 
the lump; I will now take the ingredients in detail. 

1. The government for the two territories. This 
brings up the Wilmot proviso, which is unconsti- 
tutional in the opinion of some members-—inexpe- 
dient in the opinion of others—and both constitu- 
tional and expedient in the opinion of some others. 
It is an angry, distracting, and sectional question, 
with which California, for herself, has determined 
to have nothing to do. She has put it into her 
constitution, that slavery and involuntary servitude 
shall not exist in her borders. This settles the 
question of the Wilmot proviso for her, and was 
intended to settle it, and intended to free the ques- 
tion of her admission from the impediment of that 
question. And now, how wrong to her—how un- 
just—how mortifying—how unexpected and in- 
comprehensible to her, to have the question of her 
admission connected with this proviso in two 
neighboring territories, and her admission made 
actually dependent upon its settlement—precedent 


settlement—in New Mexico and the Great Basin. | 


She had as well have remained a territory herself, 
subject to the question upon her own soil, as thus 
to be subjected to it abroad. And better, too. 
There is more dignity in being tried at home than 
abroad—more consonance to our notions of fair 
trial to be tried in her own person ‘than by proxy. 
After all, there is a positive incongruity and in- 
compatibility in mixing these two questions. One 
is clearly constitutional, The power for it is writ- 
ten down in the Constitution. Congress may ad- 
mit new States ; and this is an application for the 
admission of a new State out of territory belong- 
ing to the United States; and there is no question 
of constitutionality in it. Not so the Wilmot 
proviso. Power for it is not written down in the 
Constitution. Its constitutionality is denied, and 
that by many members on this floor. Here, then, 
is a coupling of an undisputedly constitutional with 
a strenuously disputed constitutional measure; and 
in voting upon them as a whole, or as mutual and 
dependent measures, as a system of measures, as 
a compromise, members may find themselves in a 
state of impossibility. Oaths to the Constitution 
cannot be compromised; and, therefore, questions 
of disputed should never be mixed with questions 
of undispdted constitutionality. 

I am ready to vote for governments to the terri- 
tories; and, believing in what I have alleged from 
the beginning, that slavery is extinct in New Mex- 
ico, and in all California, and cannot be revived in 
either, or in any part of either, without positive 
enactment, I am ready to vote them governments 
without any provision on the subject of slavery. 

2. Texas, with her large and various questions, 
is the second subject proposed to be coupled with 
the admission of California. Itisa large and com- 
plex subject, presenting in itself many and distinct 
points. A new State, to be carved out of her side— 
reduction of boundaries—settlement of the dispute 
with New Mexico—cession of her surplus territory 
to the United States: such are the large and various 
points which the Texas question presents. They 
deserve a separate consideration. Texas herself 
should object to this conjunction with California, 


as much as California should object to it with: 
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Texas. They present incompatible subjects—in- 
congruous—and large enough éach to demand a 
separate consideration. They are subjects of equal 
dignity. Each concerns a State, and States should 
be considered alone. But there is another objec- 
tion to this conjunction, of higher order still, and 
which concerns this Congress, and thé exercise of 
its powers. By the Constitution, Congress is to 
admit new States: by this coupling of Texas and 
California, it would be Texas which would admit 
the new State of California. Thus: Texas has 
four questions to be settled, not one of which can 
be settled without her consent, A new State can- 
not be carved out of her—her boundaries cannot 
be reduced—her dispute with New Mexico cannot 
be settled—her surplus territory cannot be had, 
without her consent! This gives her a veto upon 
the admission of California, if coupled as pro- 
posed—gives her four vetoes! for there are four 
points at which her consent would be necessary, 
and the withholding of which upon any one point 
would be a veto upon the admission of California. 
In fact it would give her still more vetoes. For 
the subjects coupled together, and acted upon as a 
whole, must all stand or fall together; so that the 
veto of Texas upon any part of her own subject 
would be the veto of the whole with which they 
were coupled. 

The Texas questions ought to be settled—ought 
to have been before she was admitted into the 
Union, and I proposed it then, five years ago, and 
have proposed it again at the present session. My 
proposition, heretofore, printed by order of the 
Senate, contains my sentiments. Iam ready to 
vote for them; or for better, if offered; but always 
as a separate and substantive measure. 

3. Fugitive slave bill. This is a case of run- 
away negroes, and in which California has no 
concern. She will have no slaves to run away, 
and none can run to her. She is too far off for 
that. She has no interest in the subject, and it is 
a degradation to her to have the question of her 
admission mixed up with it. In her name I pro- 
test against this dishonor, against this disgrace of 
having the high question of her admission thrown 
into hotch-potch with a fugacious bill for the cap- 
ture of runaway negroes. 

We have a bill now—an independent one—for 
the recovery of these slaves. It is one of the 
oldest on the calendar, and warmly pressed at the 
commencement of the session. It must be about 
ripe for decision by thistime. I am ready to vote 
upon it, and to vote anything, under the onstitea- 
tion, which will be efficient and satisfactory. It 
is the only point, in my opinion, at which any of 
the non-slaveholding States, as States, have given 
just cause of complaint to the slaveholding States. 
I leave out individuals and societies, and spexk of 
States, in their corporate capacity; and say, this 
affair of the runaway slaves is the only case in 
which any of the non-slaveholding States, in my 
opinion, have given just cause of complaint to 
slaveholding sisters. But how is it here, in this 
body, the appropriate one to apply the legal rem- 
edy? Any refusal on the part of northern mem- 
bers to legislate the remedy? We have heard 
many of them declare their opinions; and I see no 
line of East and West, dividing North from South, 
in these opinions. 1 sce no geographical boundary 
dividing northern and southern opinions. I see 
no diversity of opinion bnt such as occurs in or- 
dinary measures before Congress. For one, | am 
ready to vote at once for the passage of a fugitive 
slave recovery bill; but it must be as a separate 
and independent measure. 

4. Suppression of the slave trade in the District 
of Columbia. This again is a subject in which 
California has no concern, and with which she 
should not be mixed. It is a subject of low de- 
gree, and not fit to. be put into the balance against 
the admission of a State. Itis a thing right in 
itself, and to be done by itself; and I see no reason 
why itis not done. The opinion of this chamber 
seems to be unanimous; then why not act? I 
have been here thirty years, and have seen no 
state of parties in which this revolting traffic might 


not have been suppressed. 


5. Abolition of slavery in the District of Co- 
lumbia. I object to mixing this question with 
California, or with anything else, or taking it 
singly. I will send it to no committee. 
not even consider it. T will do as I have done for 
thirty years—let it alone. {[ will do as’ Con- 
gress has done for sixty years—let it alone. I 
will do, as I believe this Congress will do—let it 
alone. I will give no committee power to act 
upon it, either by special authorization, or by gen- 
eral words large enough to cover it, 

6. Abolition of slavery in the forts and arse- 
nals, navy-yards, and dock-yards of the United 
States.. I make the same objection to mixing this 
subject with California, or with anything else, I 
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eschew it in toto, and will voté to give no com- 


mittee any sort of jurisdiction over it. . 

7. Abolition of the slave trade between the 
States. Sull the same answer. Iwill mix it with 
nothing, nor take it by itself, Congress has. 
shown no disposition to meddle with it, and, has 
no power to doso. Theclause quoted by sonie— 
no one in Congress that I ever heard of—the clause 
to regulate commerce between the States, gives.no 
such power; and if it did, would be precisely the 
contrary of what has been claimed. To ‘‘ regu- 
late?’ is not to destroy, but to guide and direct— 
to conduct with order and method, for the better 
success of the thing regulated. It is to protect 
and to promote commerce among the States that 
Congress is authorized to regulate it between them; 
and, in that sense, it is probable that Congress will 
have no applications to regulate the sale of slaves 
between the States, nor have any disposition to 
do it of its own accord. 

8. Abolition of slavery in the States.. This 
again is a subject which I would not touch. The 
slave States are much agitated about it; but with- 
out reason, and against reason. Congress has 
done nothing to alarm them, and much to quict 
them. Disclaimer of power—disclaimer of desire; 
sixty years refusal to Louch it, is the highest evi- 
dence which Congress can give of its determina- 
tion to abide the Constitution and its duty. This 
ought to be satisfactory to all slavebolders. 1f 
any one is not satisfied with this test, let him try 
another; let him go to the market—that quick and 
truthful reporter of all danger to property; and ‘he 


will quickly find, from the price that is offered 


him, that nobody is afraid of abolition bat him- 
self. , Gt 

No, sir! These four last named subjects—abo- 
lition of slavery in this District—iis abolition in 
the forts and arsenals, dock-yards and navy-yards 
—its abolition in the States—and the suppression 
of the slave trade between the States—all belong 
to a class of subjects not to be touched—which™ 
Congress never has touched, and has no disposition 
now to touch. ‘They are subjects which require 
no additional guaranties from congressional com- 
promises. The Constitution is the compromise. 
IL is the binding compromise, and has been faith- 
fully kept by every Congress from 1789 to 18503 
and there is no reason to suppose it will not con- 
tinue to be kept. If it shall not be kept, it will 
be time enough, after the breach is committed, to 
think of the remedy—the remedy of disunion. 
We should no more look ahead for causes of dis- 
union, than we should look ahead for causes of 
separation from our wives, or for the murder of 
our mothers. bi 

These are all the specified. causes of alarm to 
the slave States from any conduct, or apprehended 
conduct, on the part of Congress, of which I have 
heard complaint. I do not trouble myself with 
those who have no power to act—with individuals 
or societies. Congress is the effective power—the 
representation of all the. States—and of that I 
speak, and say that I know of nothing in its con- 
duct which can give the slave States any cause for 
complaint or alarm. . 

Undefined complaints of aggressions, encroach- 
ments, and oppressions are made from some parts 
of the South. So far as these undefined com- 
plaints apply to Congress, and the northern Siates, 
1 know of no foundation for them. Some legisia- 
‘tive resolutions are offensive, but they do not 
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amount to aggression, encroachment, oppression. 
Bat i:do-know of forbearance in Congress to ex- | 
ercise an,undisputed-power which might be exer- 
ciseď to the annoyance and oppression of the 
South. I allude to the power of direct taxation. 
The slave. property of the slaveholding States is 
estimated at more than a thousand millions of dol- 
Jars.. It would be arich subject of taxation. No 
Government in-the world leaves such a mass of 
wealth untaxed. We-have taxed it, and when it 
was worth much less than now—taxed it in 1798 
and in 1813. No one dreams of it now! Yet it 
would be a mode of taxation to oppress the slave- 
holding States, because the burden of it would fall 
exclusively. upon them. It would bea mode of 
annoying the slave. States from the right it would 
involve to count and value the slaves, and verify 
returns by actual inspection. It might be a mode 
of abolishing slavery, upon the principle of sup- 
pressing, by. fining, under the name of taxing; 
*which was a mode of suppressing, or banishing, 
branches of the bank of the United States, once 
resorted to, in order to get rid of that institution, 
in some of our western States. The abstinence in 
Congress to exercise this undisputed power—the 
fact that no northern member has ever proposed 
or hinted it—this great fact of not using this un- 
disputed power, when it might, should be received 
by all candid minds as the higbest earthly evi- 
dence that Congress has no disposition to usurp 
disputed powers, much less to commit flagrant 
violations of the Constitution, to harass or destroy 
slave property in the slaveholding States of this 
Union. 

But we'do not stop at forbearance—at absti- 
nence from using undisputed power to. annoy the 
slave States. We do not stop at negative proof to 
show the just and kind disposition of Congress 
towards these States. “We proceed to positive acts, 
and by them prove the same thing. And here 
let us be precise. The year 1835 is named as 
the year of the commencement of the slavery 
agitation, and the aggressions upon the South. 
Granted, as to the time. Granted, algo, as to in- 
dividuals and societies. But how was it as to 
States and Congress? That is thef point. And 
the answer is, that so little was Congress affected 
by the abolition societies—so little inclined to 
abolish slavery, or to restrict its area—that it ac- 
tually increased it; and that repeatedly and largely, 
and within the obnoxious time. It was in the year 
1836—the very year after this slavery agitation is 
dated, and the very year after the leading papers 
in the South had made it a question of time only 
for a conventiort of the slaveholding States to as- 
semble and provide for a southern confederacy, | 
thut Congress actually increased the area of slavery 
in one of the largest of the slave States; and that 
at a sacrifice of a part of the Missouri compromise 
line, and by the actual conversion of a large extent | 
of free soil into slave soil. I speak of the annexa- 
tion of the Platte country to the State of Missouri. | 
By that act of annexation, a part of the Missouri 
compromise line—one hundred miles of it on a | 
straight line—was abolished; and a new line sub- | 
stituted near three hundred miles long on its two | 
Sides, cutting deep into free soil, ahd converting it | 
into slave soil. The six beautiful counties of the | 
Platte country were gained to Missouri by this 
operation—gained to a slave State, and carved out 
of. free territory, made free by the compromise of 
1820-—and all by the help of northern votes. I 


referring to the Journal; for the fact proves itself. 
The northern members were the majority; and į 
without help from. their votes, the law could not | 
have passed to alter the compromise line. Their 
Senators were equal on this floor; and without | 


stands for an answer; and as such I produce it and 
leave it. - . À 

This is a great fact, but small in comparison to 
another.. Behold that Texas, ceded to the King 
of Spain by a southern Administration in 1819, 
recovered. by the help of northern votes in 1844! 
the greater part of it slave territory, This re- 
covery carries slavery. from the Sabine to the Rio 
Grande—from the Red river to the Bay of Mata- 
gorda—from the frontiers of Louisiana to the 
‘frontiers of New Mexico—ten degrees of longi- 
tude—above five hundred miles on a straight line ! 
All this was done for the extension of slavery, and 
by the help of northern votes, and within five years 
past, and during the very time that the southern 
convention was under advisement on account of 
the designs of the northern people to abolish 
slavery in the States. ‘This was done, and in that 
time. And now, away with idle fears and ground- 
less accusations! They sink into nothing in the 
presence of such facts as these. 

But this not all—hardly the beginning of Con- 
gress legislation for the actual extension of slavery. 
Look at all the southwestern and some of the 
western and southern States. Look at them as 
they were some thirty years ago. Look at Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, Georgia, 
North Carolina, Arkansas, and Missouri; all of 
them more or less incumbered with an Indian 
population, keeping out the white man and his 
slave. Now, all redeemed from the Indian, and 
actual slavery extended where it could not go be- 
fore! And all this again by the help of northern 
votes; for without that help the laws could not 
have been passed, nor the treaties have been rati- 
fied, by which this great extension of actual slavery 
in so many great States has been accomplished. 

. I say, then, that these fears are idle—this agita- 
tion groundless—that Congress has no design to 
disturb slave property—and that there is no neces- 
sity for any settlement or adjustment about it—no 


| necessity for compromising California into the 


Union by a grand scheme of settling the whole 
slavery agitation, at the expense of her honor, 
dignity, and rights. ` 

Having shown that the admission of California 
ought not to be mixed up with any other subject, 
I now come to the question of admission itself, and 
say that all the objections which have been made 
to her admission are groundless in fact, or insig- 
nificant in their nature. What are they? 

1. That no act of Congress has been passed to 
authorize the people of California to form a State 
constitution. The fact is admitted, but its conse- 

uence is denied. Congress has full power over 
the admission of new Stetes, and may dispense 
with all preliminary forms, when it pleases, and 
come direct to the question of admission. This is 
what it may do, and what it has done. It has ad- 
mitted more new States without than with the pre- 
| vious authorization of an act of Congress to forma 
| constitution. Eight have been so admitted—Ver- 


|i mont in 1791; Kentucky, 1799; Tennessee, 1796; 


Maine, 1820; Arkansas, 1836; Michigan, 1837; 
Florida, 1845; and Iowa, 1846. Eight in ali—a 
majority of the whole number ever admitted—and 
Stretching over a period of sixty years, and reach- 
ing back to the venerable times of our early his- 
į tory, when Washington was President, and the 
fathers of our political church were still at the altar. 
Eight! and there would have been another, if Con- 


| gress bad not passed the act in March, 1820, to 
say by the help of northern votes, and without || 


authorize the people of Missouri to assembie their 
convention to form a constitution. They would 
have assembled the convention themselves, as other 
territories had done before them, if Congress had 
not passed the actat the session it-did. Iwas co- 


help from them, the two thirds of the Senate could 
not have been obtained to ratify the treaty which 
removed the Indians from the ground premised to 
them for a permanent home, and which removal 
was indispensable to the annexation of the country 
to the State of Missouri. All this done, and by 
the help of northern votes, and in the very time 
laid as the period of northern designs for the abo- | 


lition of slavery in the States! It was done with- || 


out even any array of North and South. And so | 


powerless were the abolitionists at home, so una- |! 


ble to make an agitation at home, that, so far as | 


am informed, they were not able to turn a single | 


member out of Congress for the vote he gave in, 
favor of the extension of slavery under such ex- | 
traordinary circumstances. ‘This is a fact which | 


‘| a State government. 


temporary with that event, and know something 
| about it. Certainly the authorization by Congress 
is a convenience—it regulates thé process, and pays 
the expense; but it is not a necessity, and may be 
dispensed with in all,and has been ina majority of 
the cases of admission, and ought to be in ever 

| case in which Congress does not do its duty by the 
| territory. This was the case of California. She 
| had been scandalously neglected—left without any 
legal government, or any American law, but a tax 


| Sort of a government for herself. The choices lay 
| between a provisional government—such as Oregon 
had established under similar circumstanees—and 
ern Her population, and wealth $ 
f and the rapidity of her march to the rank of a great 
State, decided herin favor of the latter; and she 


“decided well, and I rejoiced when I heard it. It 
was the course which { deemed she ought to take 
from. the inoment Congress adjourned, 3d of 
March, 1849, without giving her a legal govern- 
ment, and which I then expressed to several per- 
sons, and among the rest to the present Secretary 
of State, Mr. Clayton. Sir, thisisa subject which 
I have studied—twice studied; once in 1820, when 
the law fer the Missouri Convention was so long 
delayed—and again in 1837, when Michigan was 
admitted; and when, as the chairman of the Senate’s 
committee which reported the bill for her admis- 
sion, it became my duty to study her case, and to 
hold myself ready to answer all objections. I did 
so study, and answer; and the answers were satis- 
factory to the Senate, for the State was admitted. 
There is nothing in this objection, and I dismiss it. 

2. Aliens voting at the election of members of 
the convention. The fact may be so—probably 
was so, in some degree—and might have been so 
to a large degree, and still no insurperable objec- 
tion. ‘The framers of the Texan constitution were 
all aliens; and yet that did not prevent her admis- 
sion into this Union, with the identical constitution 
which these aliens had formed. No, sir! the 
question is not so much who made it, as what is 
it? Its character is what concerns us, and the 
only point at which we have power over it, and on 
which we can reject it. What is it? And thatis 
a question that every Senator can answer for him- 
self; for it has been printed by our order, for our 
use, and laid upon our tables. Anything in it con- 
trary to the paramount Constitution of the Union? 
anything contrary to our republican institutions ? 
anything smelling of alienism? Nothing! nothing, 
at all! A fair American republican constitution ! 
and one of the best, if not the very best, that has 
been made in any one of the thirty States which 
now compose this Union; and, being thus good 
in itself, it is not to be met by the question, who 
made you? It is well made; and that is all the 
business that anybody has with it. Itis a repub- 
lican constitution; and thatisthe only test to which 
we can subject it. Finally, this very objection of 
alien voters was made in the case of Michigan, 
and truly, and stood for nothing; and for nothing, 
I trust, it will stand here. : 

3. Insufficient numbers—not people enough—is 
another of the objections. And how many are 
enough? I speak of men, who exercise political 
rights and constitute the State. How many are 
enough according to the practice of Congress in 
admitting new States? About ten or twelve thou- 
sand; for that is the number of men which the 
usually required population of a new State would 
give. One man to six souls is the usual proportion’ 
in civilized communities; and sixty thousand souls. 
would give ten thousand men; and upon that 
number, or thereabouts, have most of our new 
States been admitted. Now, apply that rule to 
California, and see what would be the result. Her 
man population was computed at about one hun- 
dred thousand when her constitution was formed; 
that would imply a population, women and chil- 
dren included, of six hundred thousand souls. 
True, all these women and children are not there 
yet; but that is their own business, and not ours. 
We look to the population which sustains a State 
—which constitutes political power—which pays 
taxes, gives votes, and fights battles. That is all 
i we want. The restis their want; and they will 
supply it, even if they have to -repeat the drama 
of the Sabine women; for there is no law of gravi- 
tation and attraction—none ever discovered by Sir 
Isaac Newton—more universal in its application, 
or invincible in its force, than the Jaw that brings 
the sexes together. Where the men are the wo- 
men will be, and that by strong arm, if gentle arm 
will not do; and the children aiso. They will all 
be there in due time. Six hundred thousand 
would be the census population now. No, not 
now—last fall. It is double now, for it rains men 
upon California, and all the year round; no dry 
Season in that; and the census of 1860 will prob- 


| ably place her at the head of the populous States. 


She has population enough now for two members 


h | at least; and I will vote her the two 5 
law; and she had no alternative but to make some | i AE 


asked. The rule is to admit a State when she has 
population to give one representative. California 
has enough for several at this day. 

4. Boundaries, that is to say, extent, is another 
objection, The State is said to be too large—that 
she cut and carved too largely for herself. That 


objection comes with an ill grace from us, who 
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took in Texas, five years ago, three times. as large 
as California, refusing my proposition to provide 
for her réduction, and refusing to propose reduc- 
tion to her now. California is only the third part 
of Texas, and her extent is more apparent than 
real. Mountains and desert spots abstract greatly 
from her arable acres, and reduce them to the area 
of some of our large States—to a less magnitude 
than Missouri or Illinois. But California, as now 
made into a State, is conformable to natural 
boundaries, and could not, without violence to the 
features of nature, undergodivision. She isa slip— 
along and narrow one—between the sea and the 
mountain—between the Pacific ocean and the 
Sierra Nevada: and that strip bound together in 
its centre by the union of its waters, and the con- 
centration of its wealth and power on the Bay of 
San Francisco. That bay is the heart of California, 
and it cannot be split by a line through it. The 
Sacramento and San Joaquin rivers, and their 
afluents, are the arteries and veins of that heart, 
and cannot be cut off from it. The slip is long, 
but it is narrow—only an average of one hundred 
and fifty miles, and the one-third of that consisting 
of the slope—the western slope—of the Great. 
Sierra Nevada. 
that mountain, and out to the lower Colorada, as 
the line actually runs, is no addition to the strength 
or power of the State, and can only sustain some 
scattered and discontented people—to be discon- 
tented because they can have no political weight— 
and had better have been left out. All the real ele- 
ments of her wealth and power are in the slip along 
the coast; and that is not divisible either lengthwise 
or crosswise. It is too narrow for one of these 
operations; and could notsuffer the other without 
being cut through the heart. 

5. Interference of the President. 
that President Taylor interfered to induce the peo- 
ple of California to make this State government. 
Even if he had so interfered, it would not vitiate 
the constitution which they have formed, and 
which is the only thing that we have to judge. 


What is east of the sammit of | 


It is objected | 


Even if true in fact, the objection would be of no | 


application to her éonstitution. 
Judge Chase said of the young lawyer’s argument 
at Richmond, a non sequitur. But it is not founded 
in fact. President Taylor did not interfere. He 
was not in California to interfere personally; he 


could only have done it vicariously; and accord- | 


ingly he was so charged. But the imputed agents 
deny the agency. And if they did not, his char- 
acter ought to stand for an answer to a vague ac- 
cusation. He has the character of an honest and 
afair man; and that character should shield him 
from charges which have nothing but suspicion 
(and that of adversaries, intent upon defeating a 


It would be, as | 


measure which he has responsibly recommended) | 


to rest upon. 
terference, receives, then, the two-fold answer, of 
being unfounded in fact, and a non sequitur, if it 
was not. 

These-are the named objections, strenuously 
urged at first, but more faintly now. In fact they 
seem to be abandoned, and a bargain offered for 
the admission of the State, with a threat of total 
defeat if the offer is not accepted. Latlude to what 
was said by the Senator from Kentucky, who siis 


This objection, of Presidential in- | 


farthest over the way, {Mr. Cuay,] on Friday last, | 


and which then had the effect of starting me from 
my tranquil seat. He said, as I find it reported, 
and I think correctly, in the morning papers: 


« He would say now to those who desired the speedy 
admission of California, the shortest and most expeditious 
way of attaining the desired object was to inciude her ad- 
mission ina bill giving governments to the territories.” 

«He made this statement, because he was impelled to do 
so from what had come to his knowledge: It her admission 
as a separale ineasure be urged, an opposition is created 
which may result in the defeat of any hill for her admission.” 

«e Another reason for such a course was that we are all 
aiming at a compromise, and whatever would be productive 
of harmony and peace to the distracted country should be 


done.?? 

These are the points of that Senator’s remarks 
which struck me so forcibly as to spring me from 
my seat at the time they were delivered, and upon 
which, after full time for deliberation, 1 feel bound 
to comment now. I had heard such things be- 
fore, but did not attach any very great practical 
consequence to them; but when I see them repro- 
duced by that Senator—a man of head and nerve— 
a head to measure, and a nerve to master any 
danger; and see the consequence which he attaches 
to them, | can no longer consider them as words 
without intents. Words are sometimes deeds; and 


these now become so; and as such they deserve 
grave considerations. _ i 
The Senator from Kentucky is in favor of the 
proposition to couple the admission of. California 
with some other subject. [think he limited him- 
self to the territorial governments, and recom- 
mends that conjunction as the most speedy way 
of accomplishing the admission of the young State. 
Sir, I say, honor first,—speed afterwards. I say, 
an honorable admission, no matter upon what 
time, in preference to a dishonorable one, no mat- 
ter how speedy. The subjects proposed to be 
coupled with California under the motion from 
which we move to except her, are ail the subjects 
impending in the Senate, and which grow out of 
the institution of slavery in the United States. If 
she goes to the intended grand committee of thir- 


coupled in the consideration, and weighed in the 
balance, and mixed up in the concoction, and 
| brought out in the product, of all these subjects 
moulded and amalgamated into one measure, or 
into a system of measures of mutual dependence, 
and called a compromise. I qualify this as dis- 
honorable to California; and say that the latest 
admission, without it, is preferable to the speediest 
with it. 

Speedy admission is doubtless desirable to Cali- 
fornia. Her position is anomalous, and disadvan- 
tageous. A young government without the means 
of living—without character to borrow—soliciting 
loans, and that in vain, at three per cent. a month. 
If she was a State of the Union, Wall street would 
relieve her of her bonds; but being as she is, with- 
out acknowledged legal existence, the capitalist 
eschews her; and this young State, rich in inher- 
ent resources, and sitting upon gold, is driven to 
the resource of State bonds, and a paper medium, 
which nobody will touch. All her operations are 
carried on at a disadvantage, for want of a fixed 
legal character. The sum of six hundred thou- 
sand dollars has been taken from the people, 
without law, and when they were without govern- 
ment, and ought to be paid back to the State—but 
being no State, in the law, her name cannot be put 
into a bill to pay it back. This six hundred 
thousand dollars refunded, would relieve the 
young State, and allow time for the development 
of her own resources. It is justly due, being ille- 
gally collected for duties when there was no law 
to warrant it, no correlative protection to justify 
taxation, and when the necessaries and the com- 
forts of life, were dear enough without being sub- 


i| jected to a military tariff. “That money should be 


refunded, not to the merchant who paid it to the 
military chest, but to the people who restored it, 
with his perMeentum upon it, to the merchant; and 
who are the rightful party to have it back, and 
their State government their rightful agent to re- 
ceive it. 

Want of a branch mint; and before that could 
be got ready, an assayer to fix the value of gold 
in the lump, is another want of California, neglected 
because she is not a State. The laborer loses 
largely on all his diggings for want of this test of 
value. All the gold that is used in the country is 
used at a great loss—two dollars in the ounce, as 
I have been informed, equal to twelve per cent. on 
the amount dug. That is an enormous tax upon 
labor—such as no country ever beheld; yet it has 
to be endured until the State is admitted; and 
even after that until Congress can legislate for her. 

These are some of the reasons for the speedy 


i 


admission of California; they are great, and many 
remain untold; but, great as they allare, dishonor- 
able admission is worse than their still longer en- 
| durance. 
| ‘Lhe Senator from Kentucky made this state- 
| ment because he was impelled to it by what had 
come to his knowledge, namely, that if her ad- 
mission was urged as a separate measure, an op- 
position is created which may result in the defeat 
| of the admission; and, thereupon, he declares his 
i own determination not to urge the separate meas- 
ture. Now, this strikes me exactly in the con- 
I 
i 
| 
| 
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| 
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with me, even when I may be going a little wrong, 
much less when I am going precisely right. It 
is right to consider the admission of California 
as a separate measure. Itis right to do so upon 
parliamentary principles. It is right to do so 
upon the principle of fair legislation. It is right 
| to do so upon uniform practice. All other new 
| States have been so admitted; and it is an indig- 


| win sense. Threats are not good arguments 
| 


teen under this proposition, she goes there to be | 


nity to California to:make her an exception, 
have aright under the Constitution, upon par-~ 
liamentary law, and upon sixty years’ practice, to” 
give her case a separate consideration: and are we. 
to be deterred from it by a threat? By a threat of 
creating an-opposition which may keep the State 

out of the Union, if we persist in doing what Wwe” 
have a clear right to do? Are we to'capitulate to 

that threat? Sir, let Washington answer’ that 

„question. This is what he says of it: ` 


_* All obstructions to the execution of the laws, all com- 
binations and associations, tuder whatever plausible char- 
acter, with the real design to’ control, counteract, or awe 
the regular deliberation and action of the constituted 
authorities, are destructive to this fundamental principle 

obedience to the established Government) and of fatal ten- 

ency. They serve to organize faction, to give itan artifi- 
cial aud extraordinary force, to put in the place of the dele- 
gated will of the nation, the will of a party, often a small 
but artful and enterprising minority of the community and 
according to the alternate triumphs of different parties, 
tomake the public administration the mirror of the Hl 
concerted and incongruous projects of faction, rather than 
the organ of consistent and wholesome plans, digested by 
common counsels, and modified by mutual interests.” 


After an impressive pause, Mr. B. continued: 

Sir, this threat comes under the ban of the Fare- 
well Address of the Father of his Country. ` I 
have often read that address, and pondered every” 
part of it, but never expected to have occasion to 
produce any part of it in the American: Senate. 
‘That time has now come, and I prodace this clause 
against combinations to defeat public measures, or ` 
to overawe the constituted authorities, as the part ` 
which the statements of the Senator from Ken- 
tacky extorts from me. TIe yields to that threat: 
Ido not. Onthe contrary, Í see additional reason 
in it for adhering to what I deem a right course in- 
legislation, The threat is, indeed, a serious one; 
otherwise the Senator from Kentucky would not 
have felt himself impelled to communicate it to 
the Senate, and to present it as an argument to 
influence our deliberations. The nature of the- 
opposition is not explained; but it is obliged to be 
a combination in some minority in Congress to 
control or awe the majority; and it may connect ` 
itself with that approaching convention at Nash- 
ville, of which the want of a clearly-defined object, 
and many deplorable indications permit and justify 
the most unbappy suspicions. Connected or not, 
each in itself, and much more both together, fall 
under the ban of Washington’s Farewell Address; 
and the spirit of the address, and the character of 
the man, forbid a surrender on the part of the’ 
constituted authorities to such combinations to’ 
control or overawe them. TI cannot surrender. T: 
cannot . capitulate. No garrison, not even: the’ 
weakest, will surrender until it sees ‘the force’ of” 
the enemy, and learns the terms of the capitula- 
tion. Some will not surrender at all—will resist 
at all hazards, and to the last extremity: and that 
I hold to be the duty of the Senate in the present 
crisis. Sir, it may be temperament, or it may be 
reason, that governs my resolve; bat, be it which 
it may, I adhere to it with the tenacity of religious 
conviction, that it is our duty to resist this attempt 
to overawe us. Itis among the first of such at- 
tempts, and we should resist at the beginning. 
All history tells us that confederacies are ruined 
by anarchy among the members, rather than by 
tyranny in the head; and if this threat connects 
itself with the Nashville Convention, we have the 
case of anarchy among the members against which 
ten impressive numbers of the Federalist so pro- 
phetically warned us. 

The Senator from Kentucky says, another rea- 
son for joining all these subjects together is, that 
we are all aiming at a compromise, and at the res- ` 
toration of peace and harmony to a distracted 
country. Certainly these are desirable objects, 
and already near about accomplished. The Sena- 
tor’s own speech—his own frank, manly, noble 
speech delivered on this: floor—and for which I 
thank him from the bottom of my heart—has 
done much to quiet the public mind—far more 
than any hugger-mugger work that he could do in 
a committee room could ever accomplish. Elis 
own great speech, and the speeches of others—I 
name him because lam addressing myself to hin— 
has already done the good work of quieting the 
country. The public press, also, has done its 
part; many papers have done nobly—too many to 
be enumerated; but there is one wiich, from its 
position, its presence here among us, its long stand- 
ing and wide circulation, and its risk of losing 
friends ia the very quarter of its greatest support, 
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andthe firm stand which it-has. taken. in favor. of 
the Union, single it out from all the rest, and 
entitle it to be named: His the National. Intelli- 
gencer. 
-The Senator from Kentucky speaks of com- 
promise. He says. we are all aiming at. compro- 
mise, and seems to look to the committee of thir- 
teen for the desirable work. Certainly, the spirit 
of compromise is goad; and where. there is room 
for it, the thing itself is good. “The compromise 
of the Constitution are good; they are fundamen- 
tal, permanent, and obligatory upon ‘us-all. “But 
the. little patch-work of. statutory, legislation, 
though dignified with the name. of. compromise, 
and celebrated: when they are brought forth for all 
the virtues of the real genuine Brandreth pills, yet 
in the-end. they turn out to.be quack medicines, 
and often. produce worse diseases. than. they are 
intended to cure. I have no faith in such patch- 
work. | I can have none in anything that the com- 
“Mittee.of thirteen shall produce, if it is raised. 
But I have faith in open, manly, responsible dec- 
larations and votes, in which every Senator speaks 
for himself, and stands for a Senator, baring his 
heart, and letting the people see what is in it. 
There is no hugger-mugger in that—no leading, or 
being led. A Senator stands for a Senator. He 
counts one. He speaks for himself. He shows 
what is in him. And I fully believe that if this 
Senate, at this moment, was permitted to vote man 
by man, on each and every of the slavery ques- 
tions which now disturb the country, it would kill 
agitation so dead, by showing that there is no 
foundation for it, that human power could not re- 
suscitate it during this generation. 

I am for open and independent voting upon 
every point, and against any concoction of a com- 
miitee. 1 am against letting it be supposed, 
either at home or in Europe, that the preservation 
of this Union depends upon the consultation of 
political doctors over the sick body of the Repub- 
lie. lts preservation is not there—nor here—in a 
committee room, nor in this Chamber, nor in the 
hands of politicians; but in the hearts of the peo- 
ple, who are at home attending to their own affairs, 
and who will attend to the public affairs also when 
necessary; and who know that they themselves 
have enjoyed, and are enjoying, more blessings 
under ruis. Union than ever fell to the Jot of man 
upon ‘earth; and who ‘are determined that their 
children shall have the same right to the blessings 
of civil and religious liberty, and the same equal 
chance for the wealth and honors of the country 
which they themselves have had. There is where 
the salvation of the Union lies, and not in the 
contrivances of politicians, or the incubations of 
committees, 

Let us vote upon the measures before us, begin- 
ning with the admission of California. Let us 
vote her in. Let us vote, after four months’ talk. 
The people who have gone there have done honor 
to the American name. Starting from a thousand 

oints, and meeting as strangers far removed from 
aw and government, they have conducted them- 
selves with the order, decoram and justice, which 
would have done honor to the oldest established 
and best regulated community. They have carried 
our institutions to the farthest verge of the land— 
to the coast.of the Pacifie, and lit it up with the 
lights of religion, liberty, and science—lights which 


will shine across. the broad ocean, and illuminate || 


the dark recesses of benighted Asia. They have 
completed the work of the Pilgrim Fathers, 
Would to God that those who landed on the Rock, 
and on the banks of the James river, more than 
two hundred years ago, and who crossed the 
siormy Atlantic in search of civil and religious 
liberty, and who did so much for both in their 
day and generation, could now see what has been 
done in our day! could look down from their 
celestial abodes, and see the spark which they 
struck from the flint now blazing with a light 
which fixes the gaze of the world—see the mus- 
tard seed which they planted, now towering to the 
skies, and spreading its branches from the Atlantic 
to the Pacific. With what rapture would they | 
welcome the Pilgrims of California into the family | 
circle, while we, their descendants, sit here in 
angry debate, repulsing our brethren, calculating 
the value of the Union, and threatening to rend it 
asunder if California is admitted ! 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, I will thank the H 
Secretary to read the motion and the proposed 
amendment to the motion. 
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. The resolutions together with the amendment | 
“proposed to them were then read. ` 

: Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, although far from 

_ being well, suffering still under the common malady 

tof the times—the influenza I suppose—I feel myself 

called upon to make some reply to a portion of the 

arguments which we have just heard from the 

‘Senator from Missouri. Sir, I have to express an. 
unféigned regret that it is not my fortune to concur 

in opinion with ‘that Senator m reference to the 

aode of accomplishing a common object which we 

both have very much at heart. My respect for the 

ability, and my deference to the long service and 

-great experience of that Senator, and my know- 

edge of the deep interest which he takes, and in 

:which I most heartily share, in the admission of 
‘this new State as soon as. practicable, renders it | 
extremely unpleasant, and as I think unfortunate, 
that we should differ as to the means of accom- 
plishing a common object. 

Mr. President, 1 stated on Friday last, and I 
have on various occasions stated, that, for one, I 
was ready to vote for the admission of California 
separately, by itself and unconnected with any 
other measures, or in conjunction with other meas- 
ures. And I stated on that occasion to the Sen- | 
ate and to the Senator from Missouri, that I be- 
lieved, as I yet believe, that the most speedy mode 
of accomplishing the object which both he and I 
have in view, is by combining some of these meas- 
ures in connection with California, and by this 
combined bill presenting subjects, which } ‘shall 
presently show are fairly connected in their nature, 
to the consideration of Congress at one and the 
same time. The whole question between the 
Senator from Missouri and myself, is which is the 
best mode of accomplishing the object. 1 say con- 
nect the several measures together; he says no, 
take California separately and alone. Sir, 1 should 
be glad if the experiment could be made without 
injury to the public, that the two modes should be 
tested by experience, and it would then be ascer- 
tained whether the Senator from Missouri or my- | 
self was correct. He has made an allusion to a 
remark of mine on Friday last, with reference to 
the difficulties that may arise on the passage of a 
bill alone for the admission of California, and he 
has inquired what I had in contemplation at the 
time { made that remark. Mr. President, I had 
various matters in contemplation at that time, and 
one was this. About California we all know 
there is no difficulty as to her admission, either | 
separately or conjointly with other measures: We | 
all know perfectly well that there are large major- 
ities in both Houses in favor of the admission of 
California. We know at the same time that there | 
are great difficulties with reference to the passage 
| of territorial governments unconnected with the 
Wilmot proviso. We know that one portion of 
Congress desire very much the admission of Cali- 
fornia, when many members comprising that por- | 


many of them to the establishment of such govern- 
ments without the introduction of the proviso, | 
| Thus, whilst that party, anxious for the accom- 
plishment of its own views and the satisfaction of 


oe 
tion are opposed—some to the establishment of |! 
any governments at all for the territories, and jj 


remarkable degree, in the House of Representatives, 
and which we know some consider lawful at any 
time to be employed. For myself, I differ per- 
haps from most members of this body, or of any 
deliberative body, on this subject. I am for the 
trial of mind against mind, of argument against 
argument, of reason against reason, and when, 
; after such employment of our intellectual faculties, 
| E find myself in the minority, I am for submitting 
| to the act of the majority. Iam not for resorting 
to adjournments, calls for the yeas and nays, and 
other dilatory proceedings, in order to delay that 
which, if the Constitution has full and fair opera- 
tion, must inevitably take place. There is great 
loss of sleep, with great physical discomfort, in 
itheone mode of proceeding, without any in the 
other. But, whilst this is my judgment, of what 
‘is proper, in deliberative. bodies, other gentlemen 
entertain different opinions, They think it fair to 
employ. all the parliamentary. means that are 
vested in them by the Constitution, or by the rules 
which regulate the body to which they belong, to 
defeat, impede, or delay to any extent, the pas- 
sage of the measure which they consider odious. 
I repeat, sir, I do not justify such a course; but 
we must take man as he is, with all his weaknesses 
and infirmities, and we can never expect to make 
him as we could wish him to be. 

Now, the Senator from Missouri, has chosen to 
characterize this measure with unfairness of pro- 
ceeding. Sir, if I were disposed to retort, which 
fam far from doing, I could say that there had 
been some unfairness in the argument of the 
Senator from Missouri, when he endeavored to 
show that the pending proposition was to combine 
California, the territorial governments for the two 
proposed territories, the fixation of the line of 
Texas, the fugitive slave bill, the bill for abol- 
ishing the slave-trade in this District, abolition, 
and God Almighty knows how many other sub- 
jects, which his imagination depicted as contem- 
plated to be introduced into our omnibus bill, and 
to be considered in that way. The Senator from 
Missouri knows perfectly well that no such 
purpose existed, and he has no. right to infer any 
pornon. of the kind. No longer ago than Friday 
ast, when 1 misunderstood my colleague, and 
supposed that his object was to combine this 
fugitive slave bill with these measures, he rose at 
once and disclaimed any such intention. Sir, 
nobody has gone further in this proposed combi- 
nation of subjects than the admission of California, 
the establishment of territorial governments, and— 
doubting its propriety, as I did on Friday, not 
being absolutely determined in my own mind— 
adding to these two measures the establishment of 
a suitable boundary for Texas, with the offer of 
an equivalent for the surrender of any title which 
she might be supposed to have in the territory so 
| surrendered. Let us look, whilst on this subject 
of Texas, to another part of the Senator’s argu- 
ment, and I put it to the candor of the Senator to 
admit how unfair, how improper, at least, it is to 
i Suppose that, by such a combination as I have 
| indicated, the result would be to give Texas a veto 
| on California? Who imagines that? You pass 
a bill with the separate section for the admission 


its own wants, are pressing on for the passage of 
a bill for the separate admission of California 
they are holding back in reference to other sub 
| jects equally important in the great object which I f 
| trust animates the breasts of all—the great object | 
of quiet and pacific action to the country. And, : 
besides, there are those who desire the establish- 
ment of governments for the territories without 
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mission of California in combination with govern- 
ments for the. territories without the proviso. I 

did allude to other considerations, not likely to | 
happen in this House, but which have happe 
| and may again happen in the other house of Con- | 
gress; 1 did allude to what we heard said, not in ; 
approbation—far from it—but with most decided | 
disapprobation of it on my part. I did hear—as | 
we know has occurred once at least on one day ! 
during this session—that if it was attempted to force : 
on the minority of that House a measure which is 

unacceptable to it, and abhorrent to its feelings, ` 
without its association with other objects in view, | 
that minority would resort, in resistance ofin not I: 
trust to acts of violence, but to those parliamentary | 
rules and modes of proceeding of which we have ; 
had before instances in this country, and which | 
1 myself witnessed forty years ago, in a mosti 


of California, other sections in the same bill estab- 
! lishing governments in the two Territories, and 
ther sections in relation to the proposition to 
| Texas for the settlement of her boundary, making 
į her certain offers, and this latter proposition de- 
pendent on the consent which Texas might or 
| might not give, But suppose Texas does not give 


F ne ‘| her consent, does anybody say that the other parts 
the proviso, but who are willing to take the ad- | 


of the bill would become dead or nugatory? Each 
portion of the bill is of force and effect according 
to the object in view, and each might stand, 


s j alihough the other portion of the bill might be 
ned, ;: 


rendered null, in consequence of the non-concur- 
rence of Texas in any other power. 

It has been said that it is wrong to make those 
who might be in favor of the admission of Cali- 
fornia, and against the establishment of territorial 
: governments, or vice versa, vote on such a combi- 
; Nation—that it would be wrong to combine them 
‘in one bill, because they would have to vote 

against both, not liking a portion of the bill, or for 
both, still disliking a portion of the bill. And we 
are told that what the wisdom of California sug- 
gested in her constitution—that is to say, the 
: keeping of subjects separate and distinct—is there- 
| by to be disregarded. Now there is very lite of 
| practicability in this idea of a total separation. of 
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Subjects. Suppose you have the California bill 
alone before you, is that.a single idea? ‘There is 
first the admission of the State, and secondly the 
„proper boundaries of the State. Now there may 
‘be Senators, if you had this single bill before you, 
who would say we are willing to admit a State, to 
be carved out of this tertitory, but we aré against 
the boundaries proposed, and why not separate 
it into two bills, dne for the admission of the State, 
cand the other for the fixation of its limits. Why, 
thus you might go on, cutting subjects up into as 
‘many parts as they are capable of being divided 
into, and say that each one of them shall contain 
a single, and only a single, idea. Take the tariff 
bill. It contains five hundred items usually, and 
we have never passed a tariff bill, or given a vote 
upon it, witheut some parts of it being objection- 
able to some, or that did not contain items for 
which some man voted against his judgment, but 
which he did vote for, because of other items in 
the same bill. And so with the course we pro- 
pose. If we combine together a bill for the ad- 
mission of California, and for governments for the 
territories, in the first place those who opposed 
the combination may oppose it. If itis introduced 
already in the bill, 1t may. be proposed to strike 
out what relates to the territories; or if it is pro- 
posed that they shall be added to the bill for the 
admission of California, they can move amend- 
ments, call for the yeas and nays, and. thus show 
their opposition to the association of the meas- 
ures together. But suppose the majority overrules 
them. Suppose there is a majority in favor of 
the association of the measures, and then the final 
qiiestion is put: Will you vote for or against the 
bill? And what are you to do in a case of that 
kind?® Exactly what we would do in all human 
concerns. There is bad and good mixed together. 
You may vote against it if you please in toto, be- 
cause of the bad there is in it, or you may vote 
for it, because you approve of the greater amount 
of good there is in it. The question for the time 
is, whether there is more of the good than of the 
bad in the bill; and if the good outweighs the bad, 
that will be a further consideration for voting for 
the whole measure. 

But, sir, my object now is to show that there is 
a perfect connection between the subjects proposed 
to be united, and I refer not to what the Senator 
from Missouri has charged, but to the State of 
California, territorial governments for the territo- 
ries, and at most the fixation of the boundary of 
Texas. Sir, are these subjects connected together 
or are they not? Let us look at facts and at his- 
tory. Let us appeal to the very facts which the 
Senator from Missouri himself insists ought to be 
so influential ‘on our judgment. ‘Well, sir, Cali- 
fornia, New Mexico, and Utah, all were compo- 
nent parts of the Mexican Republic, and they 
were ceded together, in association, to the Repub- 
lic of the United States. They were of a like 
grade of government in Mexico. All of them 
were provinces; none of them were States under 
the Mexican Republic. Théy came here together, 
in association, under the treaty by which we ac- 
quired them. They came here at the last session 
together, all imploring the establishment of terri- 
torial governments within their respective limits. 
It was not done. Why was it not done? The 
South reproaches the North for not doing it, by 
saying you insisted upon the introduction of the 
Wilmot proviso, The North reproaches the South 
by saying you are responsible for it by opposing 
the Wilmot proviso. 

Mr. President, both parties were wrong, and 
neither was wrong. They were wrong in the 
aggregate, but not wrong separately. They were 
wrong in the aggregate because Congress failed to 
devise and establish governments which it was 
called upon to do by all the solemn obligations of 
treaty stipulations, and all the solemn duties which 
resulted from the fact of the acquisition of those 
territories by this country. They were not wrong 
separately, because, you who contended for the 
proviso did so, I have no doubt, honestly, and you 
who opposed the proviso, did so, I have no doubt, 
honestly. It was acase, therefore, of irreconcila- 
ble difference of opinion between two large par- 
ties in Congress; and their convictions, their con- 
sciences, respectively restrained them from yielding 
the one to the views of the other. No reproaches, 
therefore, I think, can justly be made by one party 
upon the other. It was a subject of deep and pro- 
found regret that proper governments were not 


then devised, but it was attributable solely to those | 
unhappy divisions which sometimes exist in de- 
liberative bodies, and prevent legislation, “But, éir, : 
these territories were all togéether—Utah, Califor- 
nia, and New Mexico. One short year ago they 
were all territories, and allow me to say, however 
much it may be emphasized, that California is no 
State yet, and she can be no State until she has 
the seal and sanction of the paramount authority 
which pervades all this country. It is inthe power 
of Congress, if it choose to exercise the right, to 
put down the present State government which has 
been established there, and establish a territorial 
government there. [am not disposed to charge on 
a community the misconduct or peculiar opinions 
of any individual of that community, bat I must 
say what J have been constrained to feel, that I am 
pained to see with what contumacy, with what 
disregard of the allegiance due from the States, old 
and new, they sometimes treat the parental and 
paramountauthority. AndI was lately—I will not 
say provoked, for the annoyance was too slight— 
somewhatgrieved at seeing some letter-writers from 
California talking already of breaking off from this 
Union and setting up for themselves. They will 
venture on no such hazardous experiment as that. 
If they do, I venture to say the common authority 
of the Union will recall them to obedience and a 
sense of their daty very quickly. But, sir, these 
three territories, one of which is now called a State, 
were component parts of Mexico, and they are 
now component parts of the United States; and 
allow me to say in reference to that part of the 
argument of the Senator from Missouri which 
speaks of the wretched condition of California at 
this moment, with her mines of boundless extent 
of gold—that desperate condition, that anarchy 
with which she is threatened, that want of law 
which exists, that danger of breaking into pieces 
(for such I believe was the remark of the honorable | 
Senator) if there is not some legislation here—do 

not all these considerations, every one of them, 

apply with equal force, and ought they not to re- | 
ceive equal application, to the territories of Utah 

and New Mexico? Why, in regard to New 

Mexico especially, she is not only at present 

without any government, except some patched up 

military form of government, but she is at this 

moment threatened with civil war with her neigh- 

bor Texas, and if I were to single out of these 

three Territories, that in regard to which it was 


the most imperative duty of Congress at once to 
legislate, I would say it was New Mexico, and 


form-of a State ‘govérnment, -and-for: the others, - 
governments also adapied to their peciiiar ‘ctindi- 

tion, ample reason why they should be combined? ` 
And what is there, I ask, ia the nature ‘ofthe 

case, that -offends the dignity of California, or 

renders it less to her honor to be dissociated ‘heré 

after, where she has always been associated here- 

tofore, with Utah and New Mexico? pai 

‘But, sir, the honorable Senator from “Missouri 
has erideavored to place himself behind precedent, 
and he asserted that in every instance of the ad- 
mission of a new State the question of admission 
has stood by itself, unconnected with any measure 
whatever. Now, it is very remarkable that that 
honorable Senator did ‘not recollect the case ofthe 
admission of the very State of which he is gieh 
an able and efficient Senator. Why, sir, that 
State was not admitted alone. Other subjects were 
connected with the act by which she was admit 
‘ted. Here itis: = 

“ An act to authorize the- people of the Missouri Territory 
to form a constitution and. State government, and for the 
admission of such State-into the Onion, upon an equal foot. 
ing with the original States, and to prohibit slavery in cer- 
tain territories.” 

And the eighth section of the bill provides ex- 
pressly, not merely for the’ ‘establishment ‘of a 
temporary territorial government, but ‘a perma- 
nent, perpetual, fundamental law in ‘reference to 
those other territories: 

“Thatin all the territory ceded ‘by France to the United 
States, under the name of Louisiana, lying north of 36° 30° 
north latitude, not. included within the State contemplated 
hy this act, slavery, and involuntary seryitude, otherwise 
than as a punishment for crime, whereof the parties shall 
be ‘duly convicted, shalt be, and is hereby, forever pro- 
hibited.?? 

What did we do in the case of Louisiana? In 
1805 two territorial governments were established 
-——one for the territory of Orleans, and the other 
for the territory of Louisiana; the latter one em- 
bracing the very State to which this provision in 
reference to slavery was applied. Butif I were 
to open the records of this body what would they 
disclose? Nota territory and a State combined, 
but two States, as far separated from each other ás 
possible, were combined by the Senate of the 
United States in the same bill, and by a persever+ 
ance almost unexampled in the history of legisla- 
tion, each house, having disagreed with the other— 
vote after vote was taken without any practical 
result. But they finally saw land, and the question 
was settled by the Senate yielding to the separation 
of the two States, Maine and Missouri, in consid- 
eration’ of the introduction of the free clause to 


the adjustment of the boundary between her and 
Texas. Every consideration derived from an- 
archy, confusion, the want of government, the 
want of law, the danger. from disorder which the 
Senator has arrayed in reference to California, 
applies with full force and vigor to New Mexico. 


“Well, how does this matter stand? The three 


sisters came here at the last session of Congress; 
New Mexico the eldest, California next, and Utah 
the youngest. They came here all soliciting ter- 
ritérial governments. Attempts were made to 
give them all territorial governments, but they 
failed. In the mean time, Miss California has 
made a runaway match of it—and she has not 
only done that, but she has taken as large a por- 
tion of the common patrimony of the whole as 
she pleases. She comes here now with her two 
sisters—the one older and the other younger—and | 
cocks up her nose, and asks if you will associate | 
her with those two girls, [laughter.] Mr. Presi- | 
dent, I might laugh, if I did not feel the profound- |, 
est respect toward California; but, as was asked, | 
on another memorable occasion, * Ye gods, ou 
what meat has our Cesar fed, that he has grown | 
so great?” I believe the meat of California would | 
seem to be gold; for although it appears to abound |; 
in all parts of the country, yet itis said that they | 
cannot carry on the government without some | 
loan. Ihave seen some documents of late from 
the legislature of California, and I find in one of | 
them a very sensible report to one branch of the | 
legislature, in which it is proposed to levy a poll | 
tax of five dollars, which it is said will collect an 
ample revenue by July next for all the purposes | 
of the government. But is there not, in the natare | 
of the subjéct—which is the establishment of gov- 
ernmenis for our recent acquisitions? is there not 
in the fact of their community of existence here- 
tofore, and in the community of their present €x- 
istence ? is there not in the fact that we propose 


: Missouri for the admission of California. 


which I have referred. But; if there were Ho 
precedent in the case, 1 might very properly say 
that the peculiar situation of affairs would supply 
a precedent. Theré is, fadmit, no case exactly in 
all points like that of California,:and the two: ter- 
ritories adjacent to it, which are seeking thees- 
tablishment of territorial governments. 8 
In most of the cases to which the honorable 
Senator has referred, Vermont, Kentucky, Ten- 
nessee, and others, there was but one single Tèr- 
ritory to be admitted, and that was'clearly defined; 
and its muniménts ascertained by the parent 
States. But here we have the subject before us, 
and I put it to you, sir, and to every member of this 
body, if there is not a connection, and fitness, and 
propriety, and sympathy, in the sabjects them- 


| selves, that not only warrant but demand that you 


should connect them together. 

But, sir, see the enormity of this proposition. 
I hope it will be distinetly understood that I am 
equally anxious with the honorable Senator from 
1 think 
her admission has been improperly delayed; it 
has been unavoidably delayed, by causes which 
we all know and understand. But not only does 
the honorable Senator require that.this elder sis- 
ter, who treats with so much contempt the other 
poor members of her family—not ‘only does he 
require that her superior honor and dignity shall 
be recognized, but he exacts from us that she shall 
be kept separate and alone; that she shall not be 
contaminated by any sort of connection with her 
sisters, lest she might contract some contagious 
and fatal disease. ‘The honorable Senator is’ not 
satisfied that she should stand alone, but she must 
lead ‘off ia the dance; she must precede all the 
others: He insists that it will be treating her with 
indignity, with contempt, if you take up the ter- 
ritortal bills in the first instance, and act. upon 
them before you act upon the question of the ad- 


government for the one, matured, it is true, in the 


mission of California. - 


HE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


«Mr, President, I hope I am doing a less. impru- 
dent thing, In the attempt 1 am making to keep 
these. subjects together, than I am doing in regard 
to my personal condition in occupying so much of 
your time.” If had supposed otherwise, I should 
Not have saida word. But, sir, E hope I have said 
-enough to, show,. first, that California would be: 
more speedily admitted. by being connected with 
the territories inia common bill than if it should 
‘Stand separated from them: secondly, that there is no 

“incongruity in the association of the subjects; and, 
thirdly, that. according to precedent. and all-the 
analogies to be drawn from precedents got exactly 
like, but somewhat. similar.to, the present case, 
there is. no impediment in the way of the course 

which I have proposed. -And if lam right in this 

„view, Lam. sure no difficulty need be apprehended. 
Every. member of this body is desirous of restoring 
once. more peace, harmony, and fraternal affection 

_ to this distracted people. Various projects have 

"heen suggested to accomplish that patriotic object. 
Amongst them a proposition has been made by the 
Senator from Mississippi to refer all the subjects 
to one committee, to. be appointed by the Senate, 
with power to report as that committee may, upon 
consideration, deem it best, either a separate or a 
conjoint measure. The purpose of the committee 
is to settle, if they can, the causes of difference 
which exist in the country by some proposition of 
compromise. ‘There are, no doubt, many men 
who are very wise in their own estimation, who 
-will reject all propositions of compromise, but that 
is no reason why a compromise should not be at- 
tempted to be made. I go for honorable compro- 
mise whenever it can be made. Life itself is but a 
compromise between death and life the struggle con- 
tinuing throughout our whole existence, until the 
Great Destroyer finally triumphs. All legislation, 
all. government, all society, 18 formed upon the 
principle of mutual concession, politeness, comity, 
courtesy; upon these, everything is based. 1 bow 
to you to-day because you bow to me. You are 
respectful to me because I am respectful to you. 
Compromise is peculiarly appropriate among the 
members of a republic, as of one common family. 
Compromises have this recommendation, that if 
-you concede anything, you have something con- 
ceded to you in return. ‘Treaties are compromises 
‘made with foreign Powers contrary to whatis done 
in a case like this, Here, if you concede anything, 
it is to your own brethren, to your own family. 
Let him who elevates himself above humanity, 
above its weaknesses, its infirmities, its wants, its 
‘necessities, say, if he pleases, 1 never will com- 


honorable Senator from Kentucky, it might have 


been unjust to him to have treated him as propo- 


sing that all subjects connected with slavery should 
be placed in the: hands of the committee; for, in 
the brief remarks that he made:the other. day, I 
believe he only maintained that the territorial gov- 
ernments should .be connected with the question 
of the admission of California. But I. was not 
answering him. Lwasspeaking tothe motion which 
-was then depending, and. which motion: is broad 
enough to cover everything which] enumerated; 
so broad that it goes far beyond what the Senator 
roposed on Friday last, when he addressed the 
enate, and I shall therefore claim his vote against 
the motion upon his own speech. Heis only in favor 
of coupling California with the territories. The 
motion on which we shall have to vote, and on 
which the Senator from Kentucky must cast his 
vote, includes everything connected with the sub- 
ject of slavery; and of those things connected with 
it which are not enumerated, there are four over 
which I would giveno committee jurisdiction, either 
by express reference or by implied reference. I 
would give no committée jurisdiction over the 
subject of the abolition of slavery in the District of 


Columbia; I would give no committee jurisdic- į 


tion over the abolition of slavery in the forts, 
arsenals, and dock-yards of the United States; I 
would give no committee jurisdiction over the 
slave-trade between the States; and I would give 
no committee jurisdiction over the abolition of 
slavery in the States of this Union. These are 
four subjects which disturb the country—and 
which would be necessarily comprehended on 
the motion—over which I would give no commit- 
tee jurisdiction, and, on account of which, I 
would vote against the whole motion, even if I 
were in favor of a portion; and I think now I can 
claim the vote of the honorable Senator from Ken- 
tucky himself against it. 

Mr. FOOTE. J ask for the reading of the mo- 
tion, and I have then a single remark to make in 
reference to it. 

The Secretary read Mr. Foore’s motion, as 
follows: 


“Resolved, That the resolutions [submitted by Mr. BELL] 
be referred to a select committee of thirteen, with instruc- 
lions. to exert themselves for the purpose of maturing a 
scheme of compromise for the adjustment of all pending 
questions growing out of the institution of slavery, with 
power to report by bill or otherwise.’ ` 


Mr. FOOTE. The motion simply proposes, as 
has been argued so successfully this morning by 
the honorable Senator from Kentucky, that this 


promise, but let no one who is not above the trail- 
ties of our common nature disdain compromises. 
Well, what dees the honorable Senator from Mis- 
sissippl propose? Hereis a proposition to refer all 
the subjects to a committee with a view to a com- 
promise. ‘The honorable Senator from Missouri 
rises up and says no; here is one subject that you 
must not refer to the committee; another Senator 
‘May rise up and say here is another subject that |! 
you must not refer; and a third may rise up and 
say here is a third subject that you must not refer 
to the committee. This proposition establishes a 
committee the object of which is to compromise 
all the differences that arise out of the subject of 
slavery. Constitute your committee for such a 
purpose, and then take from them the considera- || 
tion of one branch of the subject. Would this |i 
be right, sir? Can you not trust your committee? | 
‘Whatever is done by the committee has to be 
brought before the Senate for its consideration, for 
confirmation or rejection at the pleasure of the 
Senate. If they report an improper bill, either as 
a separate measure, or a connected measure, you 
have the controlling power. Will you not allow | 
the subject to be considered, examined, deter- 
mined upon by the committee, according to the 
best judgment of those to whom you confide the 
great and responsible duty? Sir, Lam done; 1 
ought not to have said so much, and 1 beg pardon 
of the Senate for occupying so much of their time. 
Mr. BENTON. 1 rise to set the henorable | 
Senator from Kentucky right in his recollection |; 
about Missouri. ] remember it well, and so ought |! 
he, for he had a good deal to do with her admis- |! 
sion, for which Missouri was very thankful to |! 
him. She was admitted by joint resolution, and 
the act from which the Senator nas read was 
Merely a law authorizing the holding of a conven- 
tion pro forma; that is all. 
Now, if | had been answering the speech of the 
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; committee to take these bills into their consider- 


i ate to unite them 


committee shall have power to examine all ques- 
tions growing out of the institution of slavery, and 
mature, if they can, a general scheme of adjust- 
ment and compromise; with this addition, simply, 
that they are authorized to report by bill or other- 
wise—either by bill or bills, as may to them seem 
expedient. There is no design, then, to connect 


| necessarily and inevitably in one bill the various | 


subjects involved in the inquiry. That is all 1 
have to say. 


making one remark, and then of making the mo- 
tion of which | gave notice this morning, which 


to the consideration of the bill for the admission 
of California into the Union as a State. My ob- 
ject in making this motion is not necessarily to 
make it a test question as to whether anything else 
shall be connected with the question of the admis- 


| sion of California or not, but to get a vote upon 


something practical, in order that we may see 
what is hkely to be the result. If it be the desire 
of the Senate to unite the California bill with the 
territorial bills, it can be done by the Senate, upon 
a motion to that effect. Let the Senate declare, 
one way or the other, its determination upon that 
point. Any 
cluded in the same bill, can move the territorial 
bills as amendments to the California bill. There 


nia as a State, and there are bills pending for es- 


tablishing territorial governments in New Mexico | 


and Deseret. And there is a fugitive slave bill | 


now pending. lcan see no reason for appointing a 
ation, and bring them in again, and report them 
back to ihe Senate. If it be the sense of the Sen- | 
n, it can be done without sending | 
them to a committee. I move that the resolution lie 


upon the table, and that the Senate proceed to 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I rise for the purpose of | 


Benator who desires to have them in- | 


is, to lay this resolution on the table, and proceed || 
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| portant measure doubtful. 


the consideration of the bill for the admission of 
California. : 

Mr. CASS. Will the honorable Senator witk- 
draw his motion for a moment? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Certainly, if the honorable 
Senator will renew it. i 

Mr. CASS. I have a very few observations to 
make before the vote is taken upon this question, 


| as it may be considered a test question, in expla- 


nation of my own views in relation to it., I wish 
to-say nothing that has been already so well said 
by others; but before I vote I desire to state to the 
Senate how the matter strikes my mind as to the 


‘condition in which the country is at present placed. 


-What does it grow out of? We have been here 
four or five months, and have done practically 
nothing at all. We have been going on from worse 
to worse, and how is this deplorable condition 
to be remedied? So long as every member stands 
upon the ground which he oceupied at first, with 
no disposition to compromise, God alone knows 
where the question is to end; for I agree with 
every word that the honorable Senator from Ken- 
tucky has said. Here is a proposition to refer the 
whole matter toa committee. An extended debate 
has taken place upon the question, and ‘itis not 
my purpose to extend that discussion. A com- 
mittee is proposed to be raised to consider this 
matter, and why should we not accede to the prop- 
osition and refer all the subjects to them for con- 
sideration? You will have one chance the more 
for arriving at a favorable termination, without any 
danger of injury being done. Then why not adopt 
the proposition? In the collision of minds among 
the thirteen men who are to compose the commit- 
tee some practical plan of adjustment may be 
struck out. Why conjure up evils that dogiot ex- 
ist? Why talk of indignity to California by as- 
sociating the question of her admission with other 
propositions? What is the objection? Why, it 
is presupposed that the committee will bring ‘in a 
bill embracing all these subjects, and that weshould 
necessarily be compelled to vote upon them ail 
conjointly. Who knows that? Thatis one of the 
subjects for the committee to consider. Itis for 
them to determine whether they will report one 
bill containing the various subjects, or whether they 
will report separate bills. This is one of the very 
subjects for their consideration, and if they do 
report a general bill, it will still be under our control. 
If the committee report a bill embracing all the 
topics, and a majority of the Senate think that 
that course is inexpedient, and that it is essential 
that each should be considered separately, the - 
whole matter will be in our control just as well 
then as now, and it will be time enough to consider 
| that question when the committee shall have re- 
ported. If thatis the only practical objection, it 
amounts to nothing. As tọ the admission of Cali- 
fornia, it is a foregone fact. I suppose you will 
not be able to find in either house a member who 
will declare that California, in his opinion, will 
not be admitted. There are those who object to 
it, and, of those who favor it, there are some who 
urge that the proposition for her admission should 
be considered by itself, and some others who are 
for connecting that proposition with other topics. 
But I believe you will not find in either house a 
member who does not believe that California will 
be admitted, unless prevented by a state of feeling 
which I trust will not be exhibited, I concur in 
what has been so well said by the distinguished 
Senator from Kentacky. Ihave no doubt that 
the propositions, if considered simultaneousty—{ 
do not say necessarily in the same bill—would 
pass through both houses more readily than if 
each were brought forward by itself. In the latter 
case, the admission of California might encounter 
Opposition, the nature of which has been distinctly 
announced, and which can alone render that im- 
lam not afraid to refer 
any or all of the topics to the committee, for 


| 


l i | the best reason in the world, because I believe the 
is a bill now pending for the admission of Califor- |! f 


committee can have no disposition to do wrong, 
and because the measure will not commit any 
member of this body to any step that may be 
taken by the committee, and it is making one ex- 
periment more to restore harinony to tbis dis- 
tracted country. After the committee reports, we 
shall be just às free to act as we are now; not at 
all bound by anything they may do. One would 
Suppose, to listen to the objections we have heard, 
that the report of a committee would carry some 


{| binding force to which we must submit. 4 repeat, 


1850. 
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itis an experiment which, if successful, may pro- 
duce incalculable benefits, and if. unsuccessful, 
‘places us in no worse position than we are now. 

Mr. HALE, I desire, very briefly, to state the 
position which I shall occupy on this question, and 
the reasons which shall govern my vote. T trust, 
sir, that I am not one of ‘those stiff-necked people 
to whom the Senator from Kentucky referred in 
the course of his speech. 

Mr. CLAY, (in his seat.) Present company 
always excepted. 

Mr. HALE. It would seem, then, that the 
Senator from Kentucky was making a speech for 
the audience and not for the Senate; I mean, how- 
ever, to speak to the Senate. I suppose that in all 
compromises this is the view to be taken. Here || 
is one party making certain claims which the other 
party deems unreasonable, and vice versa. The | 
two parties finally come together with their con- 
flicting claims, and there is the place for compro- 
mise. I have listened, sir, attentively to every | 
Senator who has spoken upon the subject of the | 
admission of California, and it appears not to be 
affirmed by any Senator that that admission will 
not take place. The Senator from Michigan, who 
has just taken his seat, stated very plainly that 
everybody was in favor of the admission of Cali- 
fornia. Now, if everybody. is in favor of her 
admission, there can be no conflict of opinion on 
the question—if everybody is for her admission, 
there can be nobody against it. The Senator 
from Michigan says further, that her admission is 
a foregone conclusion; the Senator from Missouri 
affirms that it is an ascertained fact; and the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky has declared in our hearing 
that she will come in; so that, if all concur in the 
same view of the question, there is no party in 
apparition to thè admission. 

r. FOOTE, (in his seat.) I did not say that 
I would vote for her admission. 

Mr. HALE. The honorable Senator from 
Michigan said very emphatically that it was a fore- 
gone conclusion. If that be admitted, what are 
we going to compromise? It is notdenied by any- 
body that shewill come in; where, then is the |) 
necessity for coupling other subjects with the ques- 
tion of her admission? Why couple with it sub- 
jects, some of which have many friends, some but 
few? You only create distractions instead of con- 


+ large committee, a. committee of eight. 


| I utterly repudiate the idea. - 


cord and unanimity. It seems to'me the proposi- 
tion is incongruous on the face of it, to take a 
measure which so many are in favor of, and mix 
it up with this long array of subjects, concerning 
which there must necessarily be a great diversity 
of opinion. This, tomy mind, is an abundant 
reason for votgng against the proposition; it is suf- 
ficient, atall events, to forbid my voting for it; and 
I find something in regard to the committee which 
will prevent me from voting forit. This commit- 
tee are to be instructed to exert themselves for the 
purpose of maturing a scheme of compromise for 
the adjustment of all pending questions growing 
out of the institution of slavery. I ask, sir, if the || 
admi sion of a State into this Confederacy is a 
question growing out of the institution of slavery? 
If that is the position of California, that is cov- 
ered, and does not come out and show itself; if the || 
admission of this State with its constitution is one 
of the pending guestions growing out of the in- 
stitution of slavery, let it be shown; and let it be 
shown that it is the determination of certain gen- 
tlemen, representing States of this Union, thata 
State offering herself here, having excluded slavery 
from within her limits, shall noteome into the Con- || 
federacy, shall not be admitted as a State, because |j 
the admission of a State is a question growing out 
of the institution of slavery, and there must be || 
compromises made in regard to it. Let it be un- 
derstood, let it be stated candidly and fairly, that |} 
the admission of a State with a free constitu- 
tion is to be hindered and obstructed; that Califor- 
nia is to be denied a State government, as she was | 
a territorial government, on account of questions |! 
growing out of slavery. Let itbe understood that | 
in all future time a State is to be met upon her ap- 
plication for admission and repulsed, unless she 
bring a constitution recognizing domestic slavery. 
But there is another reason why I am opposed 
to the proposition. It has been announced here 
that the law of God settles all these questions. 
Well, have we a right to compromise the law of 
God? It has been said that it is the settled, 
irrepealable, irreversible decree of Heaven that | 


| has expressed my view precisely, when he said 
that it would facilitate the passage of the bill if it} 
| were coupled with those measures which have the 


| sage. 


slavery shall not exist in California, Well, are 


we going to invite the Almighty to this compro- 
mise? Is his law to be compromised? Is this 
irrepealable, irreversible decree to be referred to 
the committee, to be taken into consideration for 
the purpose of compromising it—of making it a 
subject of compromise? I think not. 

l am opposed to it, too, for another reason. I 
am opposed to it because I see that it is a scheme 
that has been concocted by the committee behind 
our backs. The doings of the committee have 
found their way to the public prints, and the 
names of the committee have been before the 
public for about a month, Now, I think this 
committee, if raised, should be the committee of 
the Senate, but it will not be; it will be the com- 
mittee of a committee, not the committee of the 
whole Senate. Aye, and I think, if it is to be 
a committee for the transaction of business, it is 
altogether too large for the purpose. Why, it 


| will be as large as half thé Senate was when the 


We tried one 
They 
failed to satisfy the country or to satisfy any- 
body, and therefore I am opposed to the scheme 
in this instance, because I think it will be labor 
thrown away. 

Now, one word about this famous compromise, 
about which so much is said, which has beén so 
highly commended. It is said that compromise 
is the great law of life. ‘Well, so it is; but there 
are some things that aman would not compromise. 
The honorable Senator from Kentucky would not 
compromise his reputation, his honor; he would 
not compromise the convictions of his moral duty; 
he would not compromise his sense of justice and 
of right. Well, sir, 1 will go as far as he in com- 
promises; but where there is a strong conviction 
impressed upon my mind as the rule and guide of 
my existence, | cannot compromise that. And 
when I am told that the admission of a State into 
the Confederacy is one of the pending questions 
growing out of this controversy, and one which 
will embarrass our action and requires compromise, 
I am not willing to 
weigh in the scale the right of the people to form 
their own constitution and laws, nor if they pro- 
hibit the introduction of slavery within- their bor- 
ders by their constitution, to refuse them admis- 
sion. I concur entirely with the honorable Senator 
from Massachusetts, that the people of California 


Confederacy was first formed. 


| have an undoubted right to insert such prohibition 


in their constitution; indeed, I do not think there 
is a Senator on this floor who will deny this posi- 
tion, that they have an undoubted right to say that 
slavery shall not exist within their limits. This 
being clearly their right, then, I am opposed to 
any scheme of compromise that can be offered in 
relation to California. I am opposed to compro- 
mising a clear and undoubted right with any doubt- 
ful right. 

These are but a few of many reasons that will 
operate upon my mind, and induce me to vote 


against the proposition to refer these subjects to a || 
| committee. 


Mr. CASS. One word toset myself right. The 
honorable Senator from New Hampshire has mis- | 
understood me. I have not evenintimated thatit is 
the universal opinion of the Senate that the Cali- 
fornia bill should pass. I know it is the opinion 
of many that it should not pass. Some entertain 
objections to it on the question of boundary, and 
some for other reasons. 
that I presumed there was no man here who sup- 
posed that the bill would not pass, unless pre- 
vented by means of some machinery to be put in 
motion by the minority—some machinery of legis- 


lation. Many gentlemen here, ne doubt, who are |: 
averse to its passage as a separate measure, would, |} ; 
|. the interests of the community and the. harmony 


if coupled with others, acquiesce and facilitate its 
adoption. 


approval of those gentlemen who are opposed to 
this. This would be, in effect, to insure its pas- 
And J repeat that J am firmly convinced 
the honorable Senator from Kentucky is correct 


| when he says that California will come in more 
| speedily by this process than in any other way. 


Mr. SMITH. -T desire to say a few words in 
relation to this matter. It has been observed, and 
1 believe truly, that the question of the admission 


of California into the Union is already a foregone | 


conclusion. The honorable Senator from Michi- 


What I did state was, |: 


The honorable Senator from Kentucky |: 


gan has declared that he is now-convinced it-will 
pass‘ the Senate by a large majority.: And Twill 
add, farther, that it is equally a foregone‘coridlu- 
sion that no territorial bill containing the Wilmot 
proviso can possibly pass the Senate.” Iris equal- 
lya foregone conclusion, it is entirely certain, from 
the discussion that we have had in‘ this: chambér 
for four long months, after nearly every member 
of the Senate has been heard upon the subject, 

that there is a most decided majority in favor of 
the admission of California; and that there ` is an 

equally decided majority against the introduction 

of the Wilmot proviso in any territorial bill that 
may be passed. This was abundantly evident 
after the able speech that was made by the distin- 

guished Senator from Massachusetts on this sub- 

| ject Some days since. While the whole body of 
Senators occupying seats in this chamber oppose 

the introduction of the Wilmot proviso in any 
territorial bill, while now the honorable Senator 

from Michigan, who has been insisting for the 
last two years that the insertion of the proviso in 
a territorial bill was unconstitutional and void, 
declares his adhesion to the same doctrine, and 
while the honorable Senator from New York de- 
clares himself equally opposed to it, it has -become 
morally certain that no such proviso can be intro- 
duced ‘into any territorial bill: And Ihave fúr- 
ther to say, that I myself will not vote for any 
territorial bill either containing the Wilmot pro- 
viso or not containing it. [A Jaugh.] 

Tam oprosed to the passage of any territorial 
bill; whether other Senators are of that opinion or 
| not, I cannot say. We have, then, the opinion of 
the Senate, so far as it can be ascertained, in favor 
j of the admission of California into the Union. 
| We have also a declaration of opinion here by a 
majority of the Senate in opposition to the intro- 
| duction of the Wilmot proviso into any territorial 
bill; though I wish to add here, in order to avoid 
misapprehension, that ifa territorial bilis pending 
| here, and a proposition is made to introduce the 
Wilmot proviso into that bill, I shall vote for its 
i introduction, but I shall vote against the “bill 
| whether the Wilmot proviso is in it or not. [tis 
‘therefore certain that no such bill can pass the 
i Senate. It is a matter now concluded, and we 
‘know that if honorable Senators desire, they can 

take up the territorial bill atany time. We have 
li been four months making these preliminary ques- 
i tions without voting at all; and, if the Senate had 
i been brought to a vote two months ago, the result 
, would have been the same as it will now. “There 
| would have been a majority in favor of the'admis- 
| sion of California, and against the Wilmot proviso 
| in any territorial bill. The sense and judement.is 
| known already, What, then, is proposed at ‘this 
| Jate hour, when near five months of the session 
i have gone? ‘It is to take up these bills for the 
admission of California and territorial governments 
and refer them to what is called ‘a compromise 
| committee, composed of thirteen, to be sent out, 
to do what? What, in the name of Heaven, are 


i they todo? Why, we are given to understand 
by the Senator from Kentucky that this proposi- 
| tion in regard to California, and a proposition in 
| regard to the formation of territorial governments, 
jare to be put into the same bill; or, in other 
: words, we are to havean omnibus bill to be brought 
| into the Senate. Then in what condition am Ì to 
i be placed, and others who occupy similar ground? 
These two things are to be embraced in the same 
bill—to admit California, and to form a territorial 
‘government. Lam decidedly in favor of the ad- 
‘mission of California; but to the formation of a 
| territorial government for Utah, I am utterly. op- 
posed, either with or without the Wilmot proviso. 

My own judgment is, that we shall best consult 


of the Union by doing nothing. on the subject of 
| the territories. There are Senators here who are 
of opinion that a bill should be introduced provid- 
ing territorial governments containing the Wilmot 
proviso. ‘What is the position in which we are 
placed? Here ate two, propositions, Tam in 
favor of one, andam willing to vote for it. | am 
against the other, arid shall vote against it. | ask 
i what rigbt a majority has to introdace a conflict- 
ing proposition of this character, relating to two 
distinct and separate subjects, and embracisg two 
separate measures of an entirely different charac- 
| ter-one for the admission of a new Slate into the 
| Union, and the other for the formation of govern- 


m H . 
iments in new territories? They place me in this 


positions that, J can neither vote the one way nor | 
-the other. Lam in favor of admitting California : 
into the Union; L am opposed to. the formation of 
a territorial government in any shape or. form. 
And what shall I do, Mr. President, in that case? 
Shall.I do as a man in my country once did when 
he was.indicted for a libel, plead: ‘partly guilty, 
and partly not guilty?” 1 was onċe placed ingaj 
situation somewhat analogous to that... It was 
when the bill was introduced into the Hoyse. of 
Representatives recognizing the war with Mexico; 
a bill with a preamble. The preamble’ i 
"Whereas by the act-of the Republic-of Mexico, 
‘a state of war exists between. that Government 
‘and the United States.”” And then the bill went 
onto provide for the relief of General Taylor and 
his army. Now J was-perfectly willing to relieve 
General Taylor and his army, but Iwas called 
upon to. say:yea or nay to this bill. I did not be- 
lieve in the truth of the preamble. I thought the 
war had originated from another cause than the 
act of the Republic of Mexico. But this bill 
wound up in its preamble a declaration as to the 
cause of war, while at the same time there was 
nothing in the bill but a provision for the relief 
of General Taylor and his army. I voted against 
the preamble, but I could not get it expunged 
from the. bill; and what was the predicament I 
was placed in? Why, although Lentered my pro- 
test against the preamble, | was obliged to vote for 
the bill. [Laughter.] Now, that is exactly the 

redicament in which you will place honorable 
Benators here who are as thoroughly opposed to 
the passage of any territorial bill as 1 am. I do 
not know how many gentlemen coincide with me 
in that view of thesubject. There is another class | 
of gentlemen who are in favor of a territorial bill, 
but. who will endeavor to introduce into that bill 
what is usually denominated the ‘* Wilmot pro- 
viso.’’ Now, it is proposed to bring both these 
subjects—the admission of California and terri- 
torial governments—into the same bill, and to call 
upon gentlemen to say “yea” or “nay” to the 
entire bill. This I regard as a perfect. outrage ‘on 
ihe sound and proper principles of legislation. 1 
utterly deny that ihe two subjects can be properly 
united in the same bil. And when it. is known 
here that we have nothing more to do than to bring 
‘these questions to a vote, let them be read at the 
table, and we may pass over them in half an hour, 
and by considerable majorities too, 

But I understand the honorable Senator from 
Kentucky'to intimate that there may ‘be something 
in the nature of'a riot at the other end of the Capi- 
tol; that gentlemen opposed to the admission of 
California may, under color of the rules of the 
House, by calling the yeas and nays, get up an 
insurrection in that body, and thus delay the ad- 
mission of California into the Union; and there- || 
fore the honorable Senator says, we should unite | 
these two. questions in one bill. And yet, after 
fourmonths of delay here, and interminable debate, | 
it is proposed to have another reference, to put 
into the hands of a compromise committee two 
bills to be formed into one. And for what pur- 
pose? It is very obvious to all the country. It 
has referenee to a supposed state of things in the 
House of Representatives, because we can come | 
to an understanding of the matter at once here. It | 
is not, then, for the sake of the Senate; it is not 
because we have any difficuity on the subject, but 
because itis apprehended that there may be some 
difficulty in the other wing of the Capitol. Ido 
not Know whether there will or not. I have no | 
reason to suppose that there will be. I believe | 
that they will come to a conclusion on the subject, 
and most likely to one in accordance with’ the 
views of the Senate. But suppose they should 
not do so. Suppose we put these two propo- 
sitions into one bill, and the House of Repre- 
sentatives should do what they have already done 
before, engraft the Wilmot proviso into it, what 
are we to do? The House of Kepresentatives 
is placed in the same position as we are; a part | 
of the members of the House are for admitting | 
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‘this is. I understand the disti 


‘Tam opposed to the formation of territorial gov- 


| ent to give his vote on this question, which we 


| to arrive to-day. The honorable Senator from 


AL GLOBE. 


April 8, 


other. I want to know. what 


ind of legislation 
istinguished ‘Senator 
from Michigan to say that one of these bills might 
not pass by itself, but that united they will both 
pass. That is the object of this proposition. It 
is ‘to compel members who are ina minority on 
the territorial question to vote fora measure to 
which. they are opposed. - As J have already said, 


nts, but if combined with the admission of 
‘California, I do not know what course I shall pur- 
sue. As it is certain that the California bill can 
‘pass_ere, and as it is equally certain that the ter- 
‘Fitorjal bill can pass, 1 am at a loss to ‘conceive 
‘why we are called upon to bring in this complex 
‘proposition. J venture to predict here now that 
the whole thing will fail; and it will, and ought to 
be, involved in irretrievable confusion. 1 desire 
to-see no such ‘scheme succeed ‘here or elsewhere. 
It is nat a proper mode of legislation. We ought 
not to have things mixed up so that no human 
being on earth can tell whether to say yes or no 
when the question is put to him. I regard this as* 
adisreputable moie of proceeding. I will not call | 
in question the motives of any Senator; but, sitting 
here as we have done, day after day and week 
after week for months, having learned what is the 
opinion of the Senate, that California will be ad- 
mitted by a large majority, and that a considerable | 
majority may be anticipated in favor of the terri- 
torial bills, itis a matter of considerable surprise 
to me that at this late hour of the day we should 
be called upon to recommit them, in reference to 
something which may spring up in the other end 
of the Capitol, 

Mr. FOOTE. Ido not rise to detain the Senate | 
by any remarks. I only desire to appeal: to the 
Senator from lilinois, that be will not press his 
motion to take up the California bill at this late 
hour, and under the present circumstances. f wish 
to state the grounds on which I make this appeal. 
lt is well known that the country has met with a 
serious loss in the decease of the honorable Sena- 
tor from South Carolina. His place is not yet 
supplied, but is to be, as I learn, in a day or | 
two, and one of the Senators from Georgia we 
‘know has been the subject of a severe misfortune 
within the last forty-eight hours, and is now on 
‘his way to his distant residence, to attend the re- 
mains of his wife to the place of their intended 
interment, whilst the other Senator from Georgia 
is absent also, on indispensable business, as I un- 
derstand. My own colleague is sick in his cham- 
ber, and when I saw him this morning he told me 
he was too unwell to participate in our action. 
One of the Senators from Virginia is not now pres- 


eramen 


must all regard as a test question. The honorable 
Senator from Maryland, [Mr. Prarr,] who is 
with us who oppose this motion, and feels a deep 
interest with regard to it, is not here; though if | 
necessary he can be here within forty-eight hours. 
In addition, f will state that the honorable Senator 
from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Srurceon,] who I know | 
is with us, Is now out of his place, but is expected 


Massachusetts, too, [Mr. Wunsrer,}] I am au- 
thorized to say, also intends to vote against this 
amendment; but he is also for the moment absent. j 
Now here are eight votes which I know would be 
thrown against this amendment, which cannot on 
the present occasion be counted. I therefore ap- 
peal to the sense of justice, and the magnanimity 
of the Senator from {}linois, whether he will press | 
the consideration of this question under these cir- | 
cumstances? 

Before I yield the floor, I wish to make a re- 
mark or two in reply to the Senator from Con- 
necticut. I shall not, as on a former occasion, say } 
that the Senator from Connecticut has set himself | 
up as the censor morum of this body. I am not | 
particularly sensitive as to his opinion with regard | 
to my proposition to raise a committee, nor am L 


deeply chagrined at his considering it an improper | 
motion, unjustifiable and wrong. I say I am not 


fi 
H 


California, and a part of the same members are f 
utterly opposed to the formation of territorial jI 
governments without introducing into them the |i 
Wilmot proviso. It does seem to me that, of all || 
cohirivances, this one ofsuniting these two sub- 
jects in one bill will involve us in the most inter- 

minable confusion. It may give rise to dificul- į 
ties between the two Houses; for I say the object | 
ig to. constrain members to vote one way or the 


| 
j 


sensitive on this matter. I am willing that the || 


public should settle the question of propriety. i 


While Iam sustained by such men as the illus- i 
trious Senators from Kentucky and Michigan, l 
and others whom I could name, who have already {| 
expressed themselves approvingly, 1am not afraid || 
that my reputation, or whatever of personal dig- | 
nity I may possess, will suffer under the acrimo- | 
nious censures so thunderingly uttered by the H 


Senator from Connecticut. But the Senator has 
been unfortunate, or rather the Administration has 
been unfortunate, to-day. J have said before, that 
it was the most unfortunate Administration Fever 
knew In one respect. I have heretofore complained 
that it was represented on this floor by such per- 
sons, and in. such a manner, as to conciliate the 
sympathies even of its adversaries. 1 have felt 
from the beginning of the session, and I feel now 
more than ever, a strong sentimentof commisera- 
tion for those in power, on aecount of the nn- 
skillful and murderous advocacy which is from 
time to time practiced here by certain of its pro- 
fessed friends. Sir, I have heard eloquent and 
accomplished men ‘in the other wing of the Capi- 
tol, gentlemen who are supporters of this Admin- 
istration, declare that this non action policy is not 
the policy actually adopted by the President and his 
‘Cabinet; and leading papers devoted to its interest 
have asserted.the same- thing, if I mistake not. Yet, 
‘on this oceasion, a gentleman, supposed by some, 
but perhaps unjustly, to sustain peculiar relations 
with the Administration—relations of special con- 
fidence—rises up in his place and boldly asserts 
his approbation of this non-action policy; which £ 
really hope, and I may almost say I believe, if it 
was ever entertained by the Administration, has 


| been from patriotic and praiseworthy motives some 


time since given up. It is a policy which—I say 
it without any intention of disrespect to the Sena- 
tor from Connecticut—is, in my judgment, the 
most absurd, the most ridiculous, the most un- 
statesmanlike, yea, the most contemptible in all 
respects that was ever attempted to be advocated 


i by any Administration or any legislative body in 


Christendom; a policy which would leave the 
vexed questions of the period which have sọ seri- 
ously endangered the Union, open foran indefinite 
time, for the benefit of selfish demagogues, whose 
consequence is dependent alone upon their means 
of disturbing the body politic, and breaking up 


| the peace and concord of the country. Sir, what 


I said the other day I believe now; and I think £ 
have strong proof of it. l hope, sir, that it is not 
forgotten that I warned Senators that if the Cali- 
fornia bill should be passed anterior to the territo- 
rial bill, there would be men in both houses of 
Congress who would fall back on the non-action 
policy, and say, “California is admitted now, we 
will not act on. the territorial bills at all; we will 
wait till New. Mexico and Utah are ready to claim 
admission as States into the Union, and then we 
will admit them.” J uttered this warning the 
other day, when some supposed, doubtiess, that [ 
gave utterance to apprehension on this point with- 
out authority. But, sir, Lhave now ample au- 
thority for what I said. When atest question 
like the one under consideration arises, a Senator 
comes forward as the special champion of the Ad- 
ministration and undertakes in his place—— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is of 
opinion that this is out of order. 

Mr. FOOTE. What is out of order? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Applying to the 


| Senator the term ‘‘advocate or representative of 


the Administration.” 

Mr. FOOTE. I did not say “advocate” or 
“representative; I said champion, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks 
that it is out of order. 

Mr. FOOTE. I will, to save time, recall the 
word champion, then, though | do not think it out 
of order, and say “advocate.” I hope it is not 
criminal to advocate the Administration, or un- 
parliamentary to allude tosuch advocacy. [Laugh- 
ter.] I say that a Senator who has been publicly 
recognized as the especial friend of the Adminis- 
tration; who is on terms of confidential intercourse 
with the Administration; who seems to consider 
himself as authorized to speak in defence of the 
Administration; has come forward on this occa- 
sion and formally, zealously, emphatically, delib- 
erately, and almost in an ex ecclesia manner, de- 
clared himself the advocate of the non-action 
policy, and in a manner well calculated to engen- 
der suspicion in the public mind as to his being 
authorized by the Administration to speak for it 
upon this delicate point. Now, sir, i hope that 
the Administration will clear itself speedily of this 
suspicion; that it will delay no longer in denounc- 
ing this miserable policy of non-action, and that it 
will not permit itself to be longer misunderstood 
in this respect. This is no time for patriots, in 
or out of office, to be dealing in mystery or non- 
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committalism, and those*who have power and do | 


not use it, and use it efficiently too, for the-resto- 
ration of public quiet.and for the preservation of 


the peace and fraternal concord of the nation, will } 


be justly denounced by all posterity as the worst 
enemies of the Republic. “Observe, sir, if -you 
please, that J have not charged ‘non-action to be 
really the policy of the Administration. I hold it 
unjust and injurious to do so. I will never bring 
accusations against any man or any:party thatlam 
not able to sustain by evidence satisfactory; and 
no one will be more highly gratified than 1 shall 
be at the honorable Senator from, Connecticut’s 
finding himself wholly unsustained by those for 
whom he seems to speak in reference to this whole 
matter of non-action. A few days will determine 
this point. l 

Now, I beg leave again to appeal to the Senator 
from Hlinois whether, under all the circumstances 
of this case, he will persevere in pressing his mo- 
tion to lay on the table. I appeal to him to allow 
me, in lieu of this motion to lay on the table, to 
offer a motion to postpone the further consider- 
ation of the subject until half-past twelve o’clock 
on Thursday next. If he prefers making this 
motion himself, I will give way to him; otherwise, 
with his consent, I will make it. 1 suppose that 
the debate has now closed; and, as the honorable 
Senator seems to assent to my suggestion, I will 
move accordingly that the subject be postponed 
till half: past twelve o’clock on ‘Thursday. 

Mr. CHASE. 1 call for the yeas and nays on 
that motion. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. [did not respond to the Sen- 
ator from Mississippi, because the question of 
postponement does not prevent us from deciding 
this question in the mean time. l do not see that 
the “ yeas and nays”? will affect the matter. The 
question may be taken up to-morrow. 

Mr. CHASE. I withdraw the eall for the yeas 
and nays. i 

Mr. FOOTE. I make the motion on the under- 
standing that the debate is now closed, and with 
the view of having this motion acted upon on 
Thursday, at half-past twelve o’clock. 

Mr. DICKINSON. [have nothing to say upon 
this subject. To-morrow I wish to proceed with 
the deficiency bill. It may be disposed of during 
the morning hour. I hope we shall be able to dis- 
pose of it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Perhaps the Senate will in- 
dulge me in making a single remark. 1 know the 
importance of the deficiency bill and the census 
bill; but I feel also the importance of proceeding 
with the California bill from this time forward. 

Mr. ATCHISON. I would suggest to the Sen- 
ator from Illinois that the vote on the motion of the 
Senator from Mississippi will seule the question 


whether the Senate will proceed to the immediate | 


consideration of the California bill or not. 

Mr. HALE. I want to inquire if we have not 
a special order for to-morrow? 

Mr. DICKINSON. We had one for half-past 
twelve to-day, which was overrode. 

Mr. HALE. Iunderstand that the census bill 
is the special order for to-morrow, and we all know 
the perseverance with which the Senator from 
Massachusetts willadhere to his claim to have that 
considered. . . 

Mr. DICKINSON. I did not urge the special 
order of to-day—the deficiency bill—at half-past 
twelve, because I saw the audience that had gath- 
ered to hear the remarks of the Senator from;Mis- 
souri. The same case will not occur to-morrow, 
and I shall urge the taking up of the deficiency bill 
in preference to the census bill or anything else. 

Mr. CHASE. I wish to say that, in withdraw- 
ing the call for the yeas and nays, I did not do so 
with any understanding that the consideration of 


the California bill is to be postponed till Thursday į 


next. I did so with the understanding that the 

Senator from Illinois will call it up to-morrow. 

~ Mr. DOUGLAS. Though I may feel called 

upon to take up the consideration of the matter to- 

morrow, I am notat liberty to say that I would 
ress a test question to a vote. 

Mr. BRADBURY. Ido not rise for the pur- 
pose of discussing the question now, but to say, 
that as the vote which I shall give on the resolu- 
tion of the Senator from Mississippi may be sus- 
ceptible of misunderstanding without explanation, 
I propose, when the bill shall be before the Senate 
on Thursday, to give my reasons for that vote. 


| reports which he was instructed to make b 


The. question was then taken on the motion. to | 


postpone, and it was agreed to. : 
_And then, on motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
TurEspay, April 9, 1850. | 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. ASHE moved a reconsideration of the vote 
by which the bill reported yesterday by Mr. 
Porrer, from the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads, for the relief of the Wilmington 


and Raleigh railroad, had been referred the Com- | 


mittee of the Whole House. 

The motion was entered upon the Journal, to be 
taken up after another motion to reconsider, now 
pending, should have been disposed of. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, asked leave 
to present certain resolutions of the Legislature of 
the State of Mississippi; the first, relating to aid 
towards the construction of the Ohio railroad, 
which he desired to have referred to the Committee 


Fon Public Lands; and the second, in favor of 


granting bounty lands to the soldiers of the war 
of 1812 with Great Britain; which last he desired 
to have referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. CONGER said he objected; and he gave 
notice that he should object to the reception of all 
resolutions of this character until the resolutions 
of the State of New York had been disposed of. 

Mr. THOMPSON. Does the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. Concer] object to the reception 
of these resolutions? 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, by unanimous 
consent of the House, submitted a motion that the 
report accompanying the case of E. D. McKinney 
be recommitted to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. - 

THE GALPHIN CLAIM. 

Mr. BURT, under instructions, he said, from 
the committee heretofore appointed to investigate 
this matter, :reported the following resolution; 
which was adopted: 

Resolved, ‘hat the select committee to investigate the 
conduct of George W. Crawford, Secretary of War, iu 
connection with the Galphin claim, have leave to sit during 


the sessions of the House until their duties shall have been 
performed. 


Mr. GERRY rose and addressed the Chair. 

Mr. WENTWORTH called for the orders of 
the day. 

Mr. GERRY said, he had been detained some 
time from his seat in the House by indisposition, 
and had not, therefore, had it in his power to pre- 
sent, when the Committees were called, certain 
the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. He hoped the 
House would give him the opportunity to ‘present 
them now. 

Mr. WENTWORTH adhering to his motion— 

The SPEAKER said, that the gentleman from 
Illinois [Mr. Wentworth} objected to anything 
out of the regular order of business. 


AMERICAN WATER-ROTTED HEMP. 


The SPEAKER announced the unfinished 
business of the morning hour to be. the motion 
heretofore made to reconsider the vote by which 
joint resolution reported from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs had been referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and on 
this motion (the Speaker said) the gentleman 
from Illinois [Mr. Harris] was entitled to the 
floor. 

Mr. JONES moved that the rules be suspended, 
and that the House resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HARRIS claimed the floor. 

The SPEAKER awarded it to him. 

Mr. HARRIS said: Mr. Speaker, it is time 
that there should be some action by this House 
upon these resolutions, The season for sowing 
hemp has arrived, and itis time that those who 
contemplate raising it for the use of the navy, 


should know how to direct their labor in regard | 


to it. 

I little supposed, when these resolutions were 
introduced from the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
that they would elicit so much debate and excite so 
much feeling as they have. I then supposed that 
this committee of this House, composed of gentle- 
men of talents and experience from all parts of the 
Union, had fairly considered the whoie matter 
with reference to the interests of the navy and the 


interests.of the:country; and that having reported 
the result.of their deliberations.te:the House, it 
would receive a favorable consideration... By. that 
report I am willing to stand. . Drum 

F do not intend to enter into a lengthy argument 
concerning the validity or legality of the bid-of.the 
individual named in. the. resolutions of the com- 
mittee. E will, however, state what appears. to me 
to be the matter in controversy. By -an advertise- 
meni from the Navy Department, of date March 
Ist, 1849, in pursuance of a joint- resolution of 
Congress, of May 9, 1848, sealed proposals were 
invited “t for delivering, under contract, for a term 
‘not exceeding five years, the best quality of 
< American water-rotted hemp, in quantities of five 
‘tons and upwards—the ton to consist of 2,240 
‘pounds.”’ The resolution under which the pro- 
posals were invited, is as follows: 

« Resolved, That the Seeretary of the Navy be, and he is 
hereby, authorized, if, in his opinion, it will be advanta- 
geous to the public interest, to make contracts for any term 
hot exceeding five years, for the purchase of American 
water-rotted hemp, forthe use of the United States Navy: 
Provided, the same can be had of equal quality withthe 
best foreign. hemp, and at a price not exceeding the average 
price of such hemp for the Jast five years; the inspection 
and delivery to be at the place of purcliase.? 

What was the design of this resolution? It 
was not to authorize the Secretary of the Navy to 
purchase hemp by contract—~that authority already. 
existed; nay, it was imperative on the Secretary 
of the Navy to make such purchases by contract; 
for by the act of March 3d, 1843, it is provided, 
“that all provisions and clothing, hemp, and other 
‘materials of every name and natures for the use 
‘of the navy, and the transportation thereof, when 
“time will permit, shal] hereafter be furnished by 
t contract, to the lowest bidder.” It was not, then, 
the object of the resolution to provide for furnish- 
ing the hemp by contract—that provision already 
existed by law; butit was, to authorize the Secre~ 
tary of the Navy “ to make contracts for any term 
‘not exceeding five years, for the purchase of Amex- 
tican water-rotted hemp.” This was the sole ob- 
ject of that resolution. It had been ound, or was 
supposed to have been found, by experience, that 
contracts from year to year would not procure 
the supply needed. lt was therefore suggested by 
Mr. Secretary Mason, in a letter to Colonel Ben- 
TON, that he should be enabled to make contracts 
for a series of years. Here is the letter: 


Navy DEPARTMENT, February 23, 1848. 

Sir: At the request of Mr. Billings, of Missouri, in 
whom you take’ an interest, khave the honor to enciose 
you from the Bureau of ‘Construction, Equipment, and 
Repairs, a statement showing the average prices paid for 
foreign aud Auretican hemp by this, department, duting the 
period of six years, from 1842 to 1848, 

The tests, to which hemp rotted on Mr. Billings’s principle 
have deen subjected, are in tts favor over the imported hemps. 
1 bave given him a memorandum showing that under exist- 
ing Jaws, the department has not the power to make the 
arrangement which he proposes, by which his hemp would be 
taken at a price of two hundred and ten dollars per ton for s 
series of years. Would there be objection to conter the 
power by joint resolution? 

Believing that his improvement in the process of prepar- 
ing for use que of the most important of American staples, 
I believe that the public interest, and especially the inter- 
est of the navy, will be prom-ted by the full development 
of bis plans, und that the terms proposed are not unren- 
sonable. Ihave the honor to be, with high respect, your 
obedien} servant, J. Y. MASON. 

Hon. Tuomas A. Benton, United States Senate. 


The joint resolution was the fruit of the Secre- 
tary’s suggéstion. It was introduced into the 
Senate by Col. Benton, and passed by ayes 28, 
noes 10. In this House it appears to have passed 
without opposition. It was called up, E believe, 
by my predecessor, and was introduced by Mr. T. 
Butler King, then chairman of the Naval Com- 
mittee, and who, if rumor be true, has some 
prospect of occupying a position which will enable 
him to give effect to his resolution. Mr. King 
was its advocate. I wished to read a portion of his 
remaks upon the question, for they seem to me 
conclusive; but upon ‘sending for a copy of the 
Congressional Globe containing them, | am told 
there is not a copy in this end of the building. 

Having determined the origin of the system of 
making contracts for a term of years, I come now 
to the action of the department under that sys- 
tem.. On the Ist of March, 1849, the Secretary 
issued a notice, by public advertisement, inviting 
bids for water-rotted hemp on the terms and con- 
ditions specified in the notice. On the faith of 
this notice, bids were made, and the only question 
to be considered was, whether the bid of Billings 


| was the lowest legal bid. 


That is the question. 
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Ifit-was; then ‘he was entitled to the contract. In 
reference to this question, I will read from the 
opinion of the Attorney General. The two low- 
est bids were the bid-of Todd and Crittenden and 
the-bid ‘of Billings... After speaking: of- the dif- 
‘ferent-modes of computing bids, the Attorney 
General, in deciding’ this question, says: “ Now 
“the effect of these two. modes of. bidding is to 
“make—by what Fam told is the practice of the 
‘department. ân. ascertaining the overage of | bids— 
“Bulings’s bid lower. than Todd and Crittenden’s. 
«And yet. (he adds): itis to-me quite apparent, 
“that: the latter would furnish better ‘security to 
‘the “department that the-entire: contract, if made 
“with them): would be: fulfilled ‘than ‘the former 
‘would furnish.’”? Now, sit; it is admitted that, 
bythe mode of computation in the practice of the 
department; Billings’s bid is-the lowest. - 

‘Is not this: sufficient?) What had the Attorney 
General'or the Secretary to do with surmises as to 
the security which any one might give for the ful- 
fillment of his contract? Here were the names of 
Marshall O. Roberts and Robert. ©. Wetmore, 
guarantying “ that Billings should, in fifteen days 
after being notified of the acceptance of his bid, 
enter into contract, with bond, forthe fulfillment of 
the same;’’ and there was the certificate of John 
Young, Assistant Treasurer of the United States, 
at New York, that Roberts and Wetmore were 
‘good and sufficient guarantees.” Now, sir, 
whet more could they ask? Has the Secretar 

` or Attorney General, when a bid is made which 
they do not like to award, any right, on their own 
speculations as to the security that might or might 
not be given, to reject the bid on such specula- 
tions? If so, who has any assurance, when they 
make'a'bid for any purpose, that similar specula- 
tions about his securities, will not be raised, and 
continue to be raised, until some favorite is 
reached, and when, of course, such speculations 
would cease? If the Secretary can on this ground 
withhold this contract, he may, on the same 
ground, reject any future one, unless the lowest 
bid happens to be made by a favorite. Favorites 
alone would get the benefits of surmises—the bids 
of others would be rejected. The guarantees were 
never questioned, and that was suficient to secure 
the performance of the contract, or the payment 
of such damages as would be just on the failure of 
i's performance. 
ut another reason has been ‘suggested by the 
gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Marsnaty.] He 
told us in his speech, that the department was not 
bound to award the contract to any of the bidders, 
because it was stated in the advertisement that, on 
the opening of the proposals, * the department will 
then determine whether the contract wilt be awarded.” 
What, sir! after the department has offered its 
terms, and they have been accepted, then to have 
the right to back out? This, sir, is evidence that 
the defence is hard pushed; for I venture to say that 
a weaker argument than this has never been ad- 
vanced. The right to determine whether the con- 
tracts should be awarded, was limited to the 
exclusion of those bids which did not come within 
the law—there the right ceased. All bids made 
within the provisions of the law were to be con- 
sidered, and the contract, under the law and under 
all law, should have been awarded to the lowest bid. 
The Attorney General says, that by the modes of 
computation practiced by the department, Billings’ 
bid was the lowest. Ifafter this, his bid was rejected, 
he hasdone asevery other man would do, or havea 
right to do—appeal to Congress to’ give him that 
to which he was entided. With such a reason as 
that which the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. 
Marsu atx} had urged to govern, it would be within 
the power of departments at any time to rejectany 
bids whenever the lowest bappened to be those of 
persons whom the department desired should not 
have contracts. It would lead, in my opinion, to 
gross injustice. Such a rule never has prevailed, 
and I hope never will prevail. 

The gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Bowury] 
intimates that these resolutions are put forward 
under the influence of persons who are hanging 
round the halls of Congress, If they are, they are 
only to effect objects already designed by Con- 
gress. But, sir, I deem it no reproach for a man 
to apply to Congress for his rights; and that this 
memorialist has rights, we have the unanimous 
opinion. of the Committee on Naval Affairs—a 
committee composed of men of all parties, and 
from all sections öf the country. I have heard 


too much abuse on men who apply to Congress to 
accord to them their just claims. I consider it the 
business of Congress to listen to such. men. It is 
indicative of a bad state of feeling here, when an 
American citizen cannot approach a member of 
this House, and make known-his wishes or his 
claims, without being rebuked for presumption, or 
reproached for impertinence.. I dislike to see gen- 
tlemen wrap themselves up in such a garb of dig- 
nity; and F trust that at all times, when a citizen 
of the United States comes to this hall for any le- 
gitimate purpose, no one will be found on this 
floor to meet him with scorn, or repel his applica- 
tion. 

It is not my intention to enter into a defence of 
the individual named in these resolutions. But 
the invention of a mode of water-rotting hemp, 
which is admitted to furnish a better article than 
was ever seen in our market, and which has given 
the hemp-growing interest an impulse which it 
never before received; the fact that his bid is 
admitted by the Attorney General to be, accord- 
ing to the mode of computation in practice, the 
lowest bid for the contract which he claims; the 
fact that not one of the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs has questioned his right to that contract, 
ought surely, in my judgment, tosave him from the 
censure of any member of this House. But my 
business is not with the individual, but with the 
resolutions, 

[tis not hard to discover reasons why some of 
the gentlemen from Kentucky should be adverse 
to the report of the committee. In the first place, 
Todd and Crittenden, who were second on the 
list of bidders for this contract, are from Ken- 
tucky, and occupy a position such as, if private 
purchases are resorted to, will give them a full 
share of custom. 

In the’second place, from the specimens of hemp 
which Kentucky has sent to the navy rope- walks, 
it would seem that she ought to be opposed to 
tests and contracts, if she expects to sell her 
prodier It would seem that the hemp purchased 

y the hemp agent at Louisville was of a very in- 
ferior quality. In addition to the fact that we 
have no tests furnished us of Kentucky hemp, and 
the statement of Commodore Skinner, in his let- 
ter to the Secretary of the Navy, February 1, 
1850, ‘that no regular tests were ever reported 
from the Louisville agency,” we have the letter 
of Mr Caban, superintendent of the United States 
rope-walk at Boston. Here is the letter: 

Unitev States Rope-Wark, 


Boston, November 24, 1849, 

Sır: In obedience to your order I have made comparative 
tests from St. Petersburgh, clean Kentucky, and Jtinois 
hemp, which is ibited in the accompanying table, show- 
ing the amountot hemp as taken from the bale, tow and 
dirt extracted, dressed hemp, yarns spun, and the per cent. 
of tow and dirt, together with their trials of strength, and 
the mean strength of these trials of rope made from each 
kind of hemp. These ‘tests do not show that degree ‘of 
strength required by the Government standard, viz; four 
thousand two hundred pounds. Kar greater strength than 
this, has been shown in many of the former experiments 
made froin American water-rotted hemp, but the heinp was 
taken without selection, and therefore should be taken as a 
fair test. li will be seen by the table, that seven per cent- 
age of tow and four per cent, of dirt was taken from the 
Kentucky hemp, and nine of tow and two per cent. of dirt 
from the St. Petersburgh clean, and no tow and but one per 
cent. of dirt from the Hiinois hemp. But it must be borne 
in mind, that the Illinois hemp has been sufficiently hackled 
for spinning by the Missouri agent, at the Goverument’s 
expense, aud is done in a beautiful manner, and reflects 
great credit upon the agent, but Lam not informed what 
per centage has been extracted. The Kentucky bemp has 
been hackted, but notsuficiently for spinning; but whether 
it was hackled by the agent, and sent here as fully prepared 
for spinning, is with me a question of some importance ; 
whether the agent is allowed to purchase a very inferior 
article, and. about half clean it, or enough so that his ac- 
counts shall show weil, and then send it bere as being fully 
prepared for spinning, when in fact it is only half prepared, 
and has to be rehackied betore it is fit for spinning ; besides, 
a considerable quantity of the hemp is of a mixed character, 
snow rot and water rot inthe same bale. This is decidedty 
wrong and should not be tolerated, as [ feel confident no 
enactments of Congress upon this subject, or any instruc- 
tions from the department, would authorize any such hemp 
to be purchased for the use of the navy, as it cannot be 
depended upon for durability when made into cordage. 
This kind of hemp is not worth so much as the water-rotied 
by from twenty to thirty dollars per ton, and it would seem 
that the agent does not understand his business, or thatit is 
a cnipable neglect on his part. ‘That it needs correction, is 
very plain to be seen. 

in these remarks I do not wish to be understood to im- 
ply that there is no good beinp received from the Kentuck y 
agent, for some ol itis of an excellent quality, but then it 
is variable in its character, and the test in the table was 
made from this kind of hemp. ‘The hemp received from the 
agent at St. Louis ({llinois hemp) is, as I said before, thor- 
oughly hackle@, of uniform length, good color and strength, 
and is all water-roited, and shows that it has been well pre- 


pared, and speaks for the improveinents which have been 
made in the preparation of this important staple of our 
western States ; but while it is admitted that great progress 
has been made in the culture and preparation, yet suil, in 
my opinion, there is a great deal to be done before it wilt 
well compare, in all respects, with the best Riga Reine 
hemp. The test of the St. Petersburgh clean, as shown in 
the table, is about a fair standard for that article, except the 
amount of tow: and dirt is not so great as usual by six per 
cent.. There has been received at this place about forty tons 
of Italian hemp, which has proved to be inferior to the gen- 
eral average. A test was made of it when first received, 
and the result that 50 73-100 percent. of tow and dirt was 
taken from it to-prepare it for rope, aud the mean strength 
of three tri:Is of 1} inch rope made from it was 3,114 Ibs. 
And, sir, the sugmary of the above is 

Ist. Strength of the best foreign hemp, for a rope of 14 
inch circumference, is 4,200 pounds, 

2d. The strength of the best American 4,409 pounds, 

3d. The comparative strength of the average of Kentncky 
asd Hlinois hemp is given here by the mean strength of ten 
tests, taken from the accounts of tests made in this place. 

Ten tials of rope from Kentueky hemp. .3,953 &-10 Ibs. 

Mean of ten trials from Illinois......... 4,290 “« 

The per cent. to fit it fur the spindle, of the several kinds 
of hemp, is as follows, as near as.J can come at it, as all the 
Illinois hemp is hackled by the agent, and. is all ready for 
the spindle. The Kentucky hemp, being so variable in its 
preparation, itis almost impossible to come at it correctly, 
but from what has been manufactured; (good and bad to- 
gether,) 20 per cent. has been taken from it, leaving 80 per 
cent. for the spindle. The foreign article now on hand will 
yield 83 per cent. ready for ihe spindle. 

Lam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. CABAN, Superintendent. 
Commodore Joan Downes, Commanding 
Naval Station, Boston. 


I have given this letter in full, because it shows 
very much that ought to be understood; and one 
of the important items which it shows, is, that on 
a comparison of Kentucky and Illinois hemp, the 
latter stood a test of three hundred and ‘thirty-six 
and two-tenths pounds higher than did the former. 
L will not say that. this was on account of ‘ free 
soil,” for I believe'a part of what is termed Illinois 
hemp was raised in Missouri; although one of the 
leading papers in St. Louis, in referring to Ameri- 
can water-rotted hemp, says that “ very little of 
the Missouri article has ever found its way into 
the Government manufactory.” This statement 
shows what may possibly be the cause of the op- 
position of some of the gentlemen from Kentucky 
to these resolutions. High tests and contracts 
would cut off a large portion of this defective hemp, 
and of course produce a stagnation in the hemp 
trade of Louisville. And, sir, it may be proper to 
notice, what I believe is a fact, that the agent at St. 
Louis, who did his, whole duty, has been turned 
out by this Administration, while the Louisville 
agent, who, I am informed, lives some thirty miles 
from that city, and who has purchased the hemp 
in the character described, in still retained in office. 
But now, sir, about the benefit of open purchases 
to producers. Can any gentleman from Kentucky 
tell me that he knows of five hundred pounds of 
water-rotted hemp sold by the grower directly to 
the agents? 1 would like to know as to that fact, 
I have a list of sixty-three items of purchase of 
hemp at Louisville down to 1849, Will any gen- 
tleman say that any of them are from hemp- 
growers? . 

Mr. MASON (Mr. Harnis yielding the floor) 
said, he did not know personally of any case of 
the kind; but he would like to ask the gentleman 
from Illinois. a question, and that was, whether 
the hemp sold as Illinois hemp was not in fact 
Russia hemp? and whether contracts for ‘the de- 
livery of hemp had not been made which the con- 
tractor had no means of supplying until he had 
bought the land, cleared it, and sowed the hemp, 
in order to supply his contract ? 

Mr. HARRIS, (resuming.) I will answer the 
gentleman. I do not believe any hemp classed 
as Illinois hemp has been anything but Illinois 
hemp—possibly some little of it Missouri. As 
to clearing lands, our prairies are already cleared. 
As to the latter part of his interrogatory, it is very 
probable that contracts have been made before the 
hemp was sowed which was to fill the contract. 
What we want now is, acontract to stimulate to 
some extent the sowing of hemp this season. 

Mr. MOREHEAD (referring to a list of per- 
sons of whom hemp had been purchased by the 
Louisville agent, which list had been furnished 
him by Mr. Harris,) said, that several of the 
persons were hemp-growers and personally known 
to him. He named some five or six. He said 
the merchants of Louisville were merely factors— 
occupying the same relation to the growers of 
hemp as the factors at New Orleans between the 
grower of cotton and the purchaser. 
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Mr. HARRIS, (resutming.). I think I-under- 
stand it. It is very possible some of these sales 
have been by factors; and if so, they desire to 
continue factors. But of sixty-three: items of 
purchase, it has been discovered that some six or 
seven were made of hemp-growers; and this is 
the vast benefit which the producers:of hemp are 
deriving from this system. 

But, sir, it is said, that under the contract sys- 
tem the producer is injured. Can any hemp reach 
the contractor but what first comes from the pro- 
ducer, unless, indeed, the contractor is himself the 
producer? Gentlemen are entitled to the glory of 
having discovered that. hemp can be produced 
without a producer; or, that when a contractor 
furnishes it, the producer has no interest in it 
whatever. Has not the producer as much inter- 
est in selling to a contractor as to a speculator? 
How does the Government procure all the supplies 
for the army and navy? Why, by contract. And 
yet these gentlemen seem to suppose, that because 
the beef, pork, flour, rice, and other necessaries, 
are obtained by the Government by contract, 
the producer has nothing to do with it. They 
seem to suppose, that if hemp is procured by con- 
tract, it will be grown without growers and be pro- 
duced without producers. This all goes to show 
that this is an age of progress. Now whatclearer 
proof can there be, that if one who is not 8 grower 
makes the contracts, he must depend upon the 
grower entirely for his hemp, and to fulfill his 
contract he will be compelled to pay whatever the 
producer may ask? Indeed, the producer in such 
case can fix his own price for his hemp. i 

But the gentlemen wish an open market with- 
out contracts. What would be the effect of this? 
Why everything would depend upon the caprice 
of the agent, who would buy bad hemp of his own 
pets and favorites, and at their own prices. The 
gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Bowrin] denounced 
the contract system terribly, and intimated that 
these propositions were carried on by electioneer- 
ing. I would like to know if any electioneering 
scheme could be devised equal to that of having a 
pack of Government agents to start. off, making 

urchases of whom they pleased, without restraint? 

ould there be no electioneering here? Not a 
man could sell to the agents but such as were in 
favor either with the agent, or the Administration 
under which be was acting. Suppose the contracts 
forall the governmental purchases were abandoned, 
and everything procured by open purchase, does 
not every man see that purchases would be gov- 
erned by favoritism? Indeed, what a tremen- 
dous engine of electioneering and of curruption 
would it become !—five or ten. millions of dollars 
annually placed in the hands of partisans—reck- 
leas partisan politicians—to be used by them in 
making the various purchases of the Government, 


with the power and the right to discriminate be-.|; 


tween different citizens, and to take their choice of 
whom purchases are to be made. in my judg- 
ment, such a system would be the most fearful 
project for fraud ever conceived, and for one, I 
am utterly opposed to it in this instance, in all 
instances, and forever. aE j 

Mr. BOWLIN, (Mr. Harris yielding the 
floor.) Does the gentleman from Illinois intend to 
represent me as desiring to introduce this change 
for electioneering purposes? . 

Mr. HARRIS. By no means, sir; by no means. 
J impute to him no such intention. But the change 
from the contract system to that of open purchase, 
1 do say, leads to the worst and most odious 
scheme of electioneering. if you make open pur- 
chase of hemp, why not of everything else? 
Plant Government agents in every Stateand county 
to purchase everything which the Government re- 
quires, and authorize them to purchase of whom 
they. please, and who would sell but the pet or 
favorite of the agent, or the pet or favorite of the 
Administration ender which he acted? It would 
be a scheme not only for pipe laying, but yarn- 
spinning—a scheme for electioneering abomina- 
tions so gross and revolting that I will not believe 
the Secretary of the Navy entertained any such 
project, nor do I believe any gentleman would 
entertain it if its tendencies had been properly con- 

idered. 
es friend from Missouri [Mr. Bowztn] has 
made two long speeches upon this question, but I 
have not been able to discover what it is that he 
wants, except these open market purchases, and 
a destruction of the contract system. I do not 


believe, sir, if the gentleman had fairly considered 
‘the tendency of his proposition, he would have 
urged it. But the gentleman is from St. Louis, 
and her merchants, I have no doubt, would like the 
business of furnishing hemp for the Government. 
1 had supposed the district of the gentleman 
was not remarkable for hemp-growing, and that 
what was produced there, was not water-rotted.. t 
iam therefore led to suppose that the merchants of 
| St. Louis had some hand in this matter. Let this 
| proposed policy be established, and these mer- 
chants will sell nineteen-twentieths of all the water- 
; rotted hemp at that point to the hemp agent. By 
i trade and traffic, they will secure it in their own 
hands and turn it over to the agent. They will be 
i the ones that will pocket the profits. They are 
| great believers in the profits, if not in the first and 
| Second Moses; and such a policy as the gentleman 
į advocates will constitute them the speculating 
| monopolists of that article of produce to the entire 
' extent of the agency purchases in that city. It 
| would be a greatimprovement indeed, when, under 
the cry of open market” and ** benefit to produ- 
cers,” the market is delivered over into the hands 
of speculators, and the producers to the tender 
mercies of the St. Louis hemp merchants. It is 
vain to suppose, that with two hemp agents in the 
valley of the Mississippi, the producers who live 
| hundreds of miles from either, and many of them 
| producing but a few tons or hundred pounds, will 
march off to the hemp agent to strike a bargain with 
him. They will do no such thing. They will either 
raise their hemp for some contractor, or will raise 
itas they raise their corn, wheat, beef, pork, rice or 
tobacco—for the general markets, when it will take 
its direction according to the demands for it, pre- 
cisely as other articles of produce. It is just as 
reasonable to suppose the producers of hemp will 
/or must dependon the purchases of the navy 
| agents, as that producers of any other article of 
; Necessity for the navy will depend upon it. The 
| gentleman from Missouri says, that it will be 
| giving the contractor a monopoly of the hemp 
! trade. How a monopoly? The resolutions of the 
| committee only propose to give a contract of three 
hundred tons, while there would still remain three 
! hundred tons to be provided by other contracts, 
| or by private purchase. The amount of hemp 
j annually produced in the United States, is esti- 
| inated at forty thousand tons; thus leaving thirty- 
| nine thousand four hundred tons over and above 
what is required for the navy, and thirty-nine thou- 
| sand seven hundred tons over and above what 
| would be provided for in the proposed contract. 
| Besides this, the amount of three hundred tons 
left open for purchase in the open market, is a 
i larger quantity of American water-rotted hemp 
i than,was ever purchased by the department in any 
one year, except 1848, according to the tables fur- 
nished us. And I must say, that I have no expec- 
tation that this amount required for the navy will 
j ever be increased. The substitution of steam 
| will probably prevent the increase of demand for 
| navy purposes. 5 
; Now, sir, a few words in regard to the increase 
| of test proposed. I am by no means strenuous 
| on this point, although I think there are reasons 
| in favor of raising it above what it now is, and 
there are some reasons against it, The average 
| test for a rope of one and three-quarter inch in 
: circumference, of the best foreign, comes up to 
only forty-two hundred pounds; while the average 
of the best American hemp comes up to forty-four 
! hundred pounds. This is shown in the letter of 
| Mr. Cuban, which I have already cited, 
| pears also by a statement of Mr. Smith, hemp 


| fourteen tests of hemp delivered by the American 
| Hemp Company, was 4,683 5-10 pounds, show- 
| ing a superiority over the average of foreign hemp 
| of 483 5-10 pounds. This proves conclusively to 
| my mind, that if we raise the test of our hemp, 
the foreign wijl never be adie to compete with it. 
i I believe our farmers can bring ali our water- 
í rotted hemp to the standard of forty-three hundred 
| pounds; and as the average foreign, endures a test 
| of but forty-two hundred pounds, if we restrict 


| eign article will bear, we must certainly give the 
| entire market to our own product. 

| In. looking to the objects of this resolution we 
should, while endeavoring to procure the best arti- 
cle of hemp for the navy, so shape it as to give 
| for that object the market, small as the amount 
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It ap- | 


| agent at St. Louis, that the average strength in | 


| the navy purchases to a higher test than the for- į 


is, to our-own producers... If we-raise the test for 
the navy, we.accomplish both objects; we.furnish 
the navy. with the. best. possibile . article, with 
which the foreign cannot compete; we.throw. the 
entire business of raising that hemp..into. the 
hands of our own farmers, and in the end, procure 
itat a less price than we have been paying. for im- 
ported hemp. ‘This high quality of hemp, furnish- 
ed by the American Hemp Company, was raised 
mostly in my own district; and 1 can here answer 
the question of my friend from Kentucky, [Mr. 
Sranron,] made the other day, and inform him 
that this hemp was rotted and prepared on the plan 
of Mr. Billings, and 1 believe mostly under his 
personal superintendence; and | confess that itis 
a matter of some pride to me, that the farmers of 
my district have raised the best article of hemp 
which has ever been seen in this or perhaps any 
other country. č 

„Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. Wil the gen- 
tleman from lHinois allow me to ask him a ques- 
tion. What connection has Billings with the 
‘American Hemp Company? And I wish to know 
whether Wetmore & Co., the securities of Mr. 
Billings, are connected with that establishment? 

Mr. HARRIS. As to Mr..Billings’s connection 
with the American Hemp Company, I believe, it 
was nothing but as a superintendent of the mills, 
or as an agent; and asto any connection of Mr. 
Wetmore or Mr. Roberts with the company, L 
never heard of any whatever, nor do I believe any 
exists, or ever did exist. 

Mr. STANTON, ‘Then you have not heard all. 

Mr. HARRIS, Sir, I do not expect to receive 
information from those who catechise me to obtain 
it for themselves. But it is said, if we can pro- 
duce hemp of such excellent quality, and at such 
rates, what need have you of the protection af- 
forded by these resolutions? I answer, that unless 
the Secretary of the Navy is compelled by law to 
purchase American hemp, he cannot be expected 
todo it. The importuniues and influence of the 
importers of foreign hemp are such, and their loca- 
tion, and their skill in using appliances so com- 
manding, that purchases will be made of them to 
the exclusion of hemp of American growth. Itis 
not so much “protection that we need against for- 
eign hemp, as it is protection aguinst importing 
speculators in the eastern cities. . 

But the gentleman from Missouri asks, if you’ 


HI 


establish the contract system, what is the use of 
your agents? Let us look back at this question. 
A joint resolution was passed by Congress in 


1841, directing the Secretary of the Navy “to 
‘purchase domestic water-rotted hemp for the use 
‘of the United States navy, so far as the same shall 
‘be found of suitable quality and can be used ben- 
‘eficially to the service.” . Under this resolution 
agents to purchase hemp were first appointed. 
Now let us see the great use of these agents. By 
the tables furnished us, it appears that in..184] 
there was purchased, of American water-rotted 
hemp, the enormous quantity of 9 cwt. 2 qrs. and 
G lbs. Yes, sir, this was a laborious year, with 
highly satisfactory results—9 cwt., 2 qrs. and 6 
Ibs. of hemp! and all purchased in the State of 
Kentucky. This was under the system which the 
gentlemen from Kentucky and Missouri advocate 
for the special benefit of the producer. Well, how 
was it the next year?) Why, sir, there was in 
1842, purchased, of American water-rotied hemp, 
the unprecedented quantity of 1 ton, 15 ewt., 15 
lbs, Here were no Contracts—no monopoly. 
There was plenty for the agents to do that year— 
and the producers were prodigiously benefited by 
having 1 ton, locwt., and 15 lbs. of their hemp 
bought by the Government. What irrefragable 
proof this is of the correctness of the views of the 
honorable gentlemen from Kentucky and Missouri! 
and in view of these facts, what commanding in- 
fluence ought their eloquent speeches to have in 
this House! 

Well, sir, on the 3d of March, 1843, Congress 


| passed a law requiring hemp to be purchased by 
| contract. It was found indispensable to the service 


that it should be done. And now let us look to 
the result. It is true that the system did not get 
into full operation at once, but the amount was 
increased the first year to 27 tons 6 cwt, 1 qr. 4 
Ibs.; in 1845 to upwards of 212 tons; in 1847 
to upwards of 268 tons, and in 1848 to 503 tons. 
This is under the system that ruins ihe producer. 
In December, 1848, the departments ordered the 
purchases to be suspended. Now let us review 
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“thigea little: The systém advocated by ‘the gen- 
ndeman from “Missouri, [Mr. “Bowzr,|] arid the 
‘wendeman from “Kentucky, [Mr. Marstiaty,] 
favored the hemp-erowers during its exclusive 
‘operation, to the average amount of 1 ton Qewt. 1 
dri 10} lbs. per anrium; while’ the system they 
denoirce as ‘sutnous ‘to ‘the producers, favored 
them tothe amount of.188 tons 15 cwt: 2-qiss and 

Hibs per annum. After these ‘facts, is comment 

inecéssary? -And yët 1 may go further;‘and say, 

‘that under the system which those gentleman ‘ad- 

vocate, not “a “particle-of American water-rotted 

temp was bought, ás far is Ivan’ learn, forTess 
“than $280 per ton; while as soon as the contract: 
‘system came into operation, it fell to $200 per ton, 
‘and has‘averaged since about $215 perton, Surely 
the consideration of these facts must be conclasive. 

The gentleman from Missouri seemed to'sound 
a note of alarm, for the friends of the Administra- 
“tion to-rally: to the rescue of their Secretary of the 
Navy, from ‘the jaws of this all-devouring reso- 
Tation. Iwas aware that the city of St. Louis 
elected a Whig Mayor on yesterday week, but I 
was not aware that the gentleman had thereby be- 
come the Administration leader in this House; and 
L confess | was not-a little surprised to see him, 
‘on a question which can have nothing to do with 
party, call upon his political opponents to rally 
to support their Own Secretary. f 

Mr. BOW LIN said, he must emphatically deny 
‘that he had rallied tie Whigs to come to the sup- 
port of the Secretary of the Navy. He had not 
-attempted to rally them for the support of their 
own Secretary; all he intended was, to burlesque 
‘the manner in which they seemed disposed to sus- 
“tain and defend him. 

Mr. HARRIS. [ certainly did not intend to 
harge the gentleman with rallying the Whigs, or 
anybody else; I did not discover that there had 
‘been-a: rally on that occasion anywhere. The 
gentleman did, however, express his surprise that 
the Secretary of the Navy had so few friends in 
-this House, and seemed to think that the passage 
of this resolution would cast reproach and insult 
upon the Secretary. By no means, sir—by no 
‘means; if I thought so, L would not vote for it. 
-H is a-resolution to provide water-rotted hemp for 
‘the navy; and in doing so, Congress has the same 
right to designate the persons with whom. con- 
‘tracts shall‘be made, ‘as to determine the mode of 
making them. . 

: Bat, sir, I confess there are sundry points in 
this business which ‘are not presented as I could 
wish them. I blame no one, because | know not 
who to blame; but certain it is, that the documents 
furnished us by the Secretary of the Navy are not 
correct. In the “statement” which he has sent 
us from the Bureau of Construction and Repair, 
‘of all. the foreign hemp purchased by the Navy 
‘Department,’ with the average price of its cost, 
in order to show us the basis of the offers for 
American water-rotted hemp, there are 272 tons 
8.qrs. and 10 Ibs. of manilla put down as foreign 
hemp. The entire purchases of what is termed 
t“ foreign hemp,” for the years 1841, 1844 and 
1845, besides large quantities purchased at other 
times, and which are putin this table as foreign 
hemp, were nothing but manilla, which is worth, 
on an average, but about $140 per ton. This is 
classed in with Italian, St. Petersburgh, and Riga 
Reine, the average. price of which is about $230 
or $240. per ton. By taking this manilla trash into 
the-estimate, the foreign hemp appears to have 
been purchased: at a much. lowerrate than it really 
was; it is therefore very deceptive, and the decep- 
tion is to operate to the prejudice of American 
hemp-growers, I wished the House to understand 
this matter, and therefore have stated it; and itis 
rignt that I should add, that the chiefof the Bureau 
throws the blame of this oversight upon the clerks. 
Ichas been said during the session, that a blunder 
was worse than a fault. Which this is, I shall 
not decide. : 

There is another item in this report to which I 
must allude, in the table furnished us of Ameri- 
can hemp purchased in 1848. The whole amount 
purchased that year, is set down at 266 tons 12 
ewt 2 qrs. and 1o'lbs.; in which the amount fur- 
nished: by the American Hemp Company is put 
down in five items, amounting to 67 tons 10 cwt. 
24 1bs.; while in the letter accompanying these 
tables, itis said that the American, Hemp Com- 
pany’ delivered: that year two. hundred and twenty- 
seven:tons -Can any gentleman explain this. dis- 


in a report so utterly defective and contradictory ? 


| water-rotting hemp, which promises to be of the 


érepancy > If they can, I would be glad “to hear 
it. If not, let me ask, what reliance can be placed 


L-cannot omit to notice one other statement made 
‘in that report. It says, that “on the 22d of De- 
*cember, 1848, in consequence of the latge qaan- 
“tty of foreign hemp on hand, caused by the recep- 
“tion “of foreign ‘hemp froin’ the Aiferitan Hemp 
“Company, in lieu of American, to close their con- 
“tract,” &c., thatorders were given to'suspend mak- 
itiz purchases. “Now, sir, by an‘examination of that 
report it will be seen, that during the same year, 
‘five hundred ‘and fifty-seven tons of foreign hemp 
‘had been purchased in open iiarket, overand above 
that which was received from the American Hemp 
Company; ‘and during the preceding year, ‘six 
Hundred and thirty-eight tons of foreign hemp had 
beén ‘purchased, (including upwards of fifty tons 
of manilla, and ‘near sixty ‘tons of ‘Italian, which 
lost upwardsof fifty percent, in tow'and Waste, yand 
this, too, at the enormous average rate of two 
hundred and sixty-nine dollars and twenty-one 
cents per ton; and these purchases were made in 
open market, in preference to Aimerican hemp, 
which, besides bëing every way a vastly saperior 
article, could have ‘been purchased at much lower 
rates. Thus, sir, the department filled up its 
store-houses with foreign hemp, in the very teeth 
of the law; and now, with a presumption that can 
hardly be credited, attempts to throw the respon- 
sibility of having so much foreign hemp on hand, 
upon the American Hemp Company, whiclrhad not 
delivered a pound of foreign hemp during that year; 
for, by the statement itself, it was not until Octo- 
ber, 1849, the third year of those named, that Mr. 
Cox, on behalf of the company, solicited teave to 
fiil the contract of the company with foreign ‘hemp 
to the amount of two handred and fifty tons—ten 
months after the time when it is alleged that the 
enormous quantities of foreign hemp délivered by 
the company had gorged the department with that 
article. There may be some mode of explaining 
this statement; and if there is, [ hope it may be 
one. 

And now, sir, although I think with the Com- 
mittee that Billings -was entitled to this contract, 
and that it would be just to award it to him on the 
terms upon which he bid for it—and that as it has 
come before Congress, it might now be awarded 
‘to him not merely on the ground of his having 
made the lowest bid, bat on the ground that he 
has brought into use a most valuable mode of 


highest advantage not only to our navy but to the 
whole country; I shall propose, sir, at the proper 
time, to offer an amendment, which will be with 
the consent of the claimant. In the first place I 
propose to amend by making the test forty-three 
hundred pounds instead of forty-four hundred 
pounds; and that the amount of hemp directed to 
be contracted for shall be paid for at the uniform 
rate each year of $218 per ton; which is one dol- 
lar and fifty-five cents per ton lower than the bid 
of Todd & Crittenden, according to the report 
furnished us. Ialso provide that hemp shall be 
required not to lose above sixteen per cent. in tow 
and waste; and further, that all hemp which ex- 
ceeds the test of forty-three hundred pounds and | 
loses less than sixteen per cent. in tow and waste, 
shall be paid for such superiority or excess at the 
rate of $218 per ton. . 
This seems to me both necessary and just; ne- |! 
cessary to prevent the enormous loses of fifty or |; 
sixty per cent. in tow and waste which has some- 
times’ occurred; and just, to give those who pro- 
duce an. article, which looses but little, and 
which, from the superior excellence of its fibre and 
strength, wii require less in quantity, the benefit 
of their improvement. It should be paid forec- | 
cording to its quality, and thus would our grow- 
ers be induced to produce the very best qualities. |! 
I hope, sir, that the vote referring to the com- 
mittee will be reconsidered, and the resolution, as | 
l propose to amend it, passed without delay. By |i 
doing it we offer inducements to our farmers to || 
engage in the culture of hemp, and to prepare it 
in the best manner; we shall furnish our navy,and 
eventually oar entire mercantile marine with a | 
H 
H 


quality of sail cloth and cordage, superior to any 
now in use, which will oftentimes hereafter pre- 
serve from destruction not only our noble ships, 
bat their gallant crews, who- sustain our flag on 
every ocean and on every sea. 

Mr. HARRIS here, in compliance with a prom- 


ise which he had made tothe gentleman from 
‘Ohio [Mr. Carrrer] to induce him to withdraw 
‘the previous question, renewed it. 

Mr. JONES moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid upon the table, i l 

Mr. WHITE submitted, as a question of order, 
‘that there had been no intervening action since a 
similar motion had been rejected by the House, 
pe that, therefore, the motion was not*now in 
‘order. 

The SPEAKER sustained the point of order. 

So the motion to lay on the table was not enter- 
tained. : i 

The question then recurred on the demand for 

the:previous question. 
_ Mr. MOREHÉAD appealed to the gentleman 
from Hlinots [Mr. Harris] to withdraw the de- 
mand, that he (Mr. M.) might have an opportu- 
nity of replying to some remarks which he thought 
fequired an answer. v 

Mr. HARRIS persisted in the demand. 

And the question having been taken thereon, the 
vote stood, ayes 72, noes 62. i 

So there was a second to'the demand for the 
previous question. É 

Mr. JONES now renewed his motiòn, that the 
motion to reconsider the vote by which the resolu- 
‘tion had been referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, be laid upon the 
table. 

Mr. J. said (by way of inquiry addressed to 
| the Speaker) that if the motion to lay on the table 
i the motion to reconsider should prevail, the reso- 
lution reported ‘from’ the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs would be left in Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER said yes—the resolution would 
be left as it originally stood. 

The question was then stated on the motion of 
Mr. Jones. 

Tellers wéte asked, and refused. 

The question was then taken, and decided i the 
affirmative, without a division. 

So the motion to reconsider the vote by which 
the joint resolution had been referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
was laid upon the table. 

Mr. CABELL asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to introduce a bill, of which (he said) 
previous notice had been given. 

The reading of the title of the bill, for informa- 
tion, was called: for. i 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, insisted òn the 
tegular order of business. 

So the bill was not introduced. 


CALIFORNIA. 


On motion by Mr. JONES, the House resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. Boyn in the chair,) and resumed 
the consideration of the California question. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, was entitled to 
the floor. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, desired, if in 
order, to move to lay the California question aside, 
and take up the joint resolution relating to Ameri- 
can water rotted hemp. 

Mr. HARRIS claimed the floor, but yielded at 
the request of Mr. Howarp, who gave -nolice of 
| his intention to offer an amendment, (to the propo- 
sition of Mr. McCiernanp,) which was read: 


Sec. — Be it further enacted, Phat in case the State of 
Texas does not accept the provisions of this bill, and ratify 


| the southern boundary of New Mexico, as by this bill es- 


tablished, then no territorial government shall be organized 
on the east bank of the Rio Grande, or embracing any por- 
tion of said territory east of that river; and all recognition 


| of the boundary of New Mexico. east of said river, in this 


bill contained, shall be null and of no effect, 

Sec. — Be tt further enacted, That if the State of Texas 
shall accept the provisions of this bill according to the terms 
thereof, jt is hereby delared thatthe present Jaws of said 
State in reiation to slavery, shall he and remain in force 
in all that country on the cast of the Rio Grande, in said 


į territory, embraced north of the 34th degree of north latitude, 
! and south of degree 42, until said territory is admitted into 


the Union as a State. 
Sec. — Be it further enacted, That if the State of Texas 
shall accept of the provisions of this bill, and transfer her 


| right to said territory, as hereby contemplated, the Govern- 


ment of the United States shall, as soon as practicable, and 
within — remove the Indian tribes within the lim- 
its of said State, north of said 34th degree of latitude, and 


| that portion of said territory east of the ancient line of New 


Mexico, as established by the Governments of Spain. and 
Mexico, shall be, and remain, an Indian territory for the 
use and occupation of said Indians:? 

Mr. HARRIS reviewed and enforced the griev- 
ances and grounds of complaint of the South at 


1850. 
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the action and. designs of the North in. reference to 
the subject of slavery; argued the unconstitution- 
ality and the injustice of the attempt by the Wilmot. 
proviso to exclude the people of the South from 
their equal share in the new territories won by the 
common blood and treasure of the people of the 
whole Union; enforced the justice of establishing 
territorial governments for the territories, with"no 
provision m regard ‘to slavery; stated his reasons 
against the admission of California with her pres- 
ent constitution, and his inflexible opposition to it 
as an independent measure; but avowed his will- 
ingness to waive his objections, in a spirit of com- 
promise, and assent, to the admission, if coupled 
with bills establishing territorial governments, of 
the nature above referred to for the other territo- 
ries, and made many other points, of which a full 
report is prepared and will soon be published. 

[His speech will be found in the Appendix.] 

Mr. H. having concluded, 

The CHAIRMAN gave the floor to 

Mr. CORWIN, who yielded to 

Mr. JOHNSON, ot Arkansas, who said, that 
as it had been a long time since the committees 
had been called for reports, he would, with the 
consent of the gentleman who held. the floor, move 
that the committee rise, with a view to allow the 
committees in the House to be called for reports. 

The question was taken, and the committe re- 
fused to rise. 

Mr. CORWIN proceeded: with his remarks. 

He argued the imperative duty of Congress, un- 
der the Constitution and in accordance with the 
genius of our Government, without delay to admit 
California as a State into the Union—her people 
having formed a constitution, acknowledged on all 
hands to be Republican, and asking admission 
into the Union; discarded the connecting of this 
question with any other question whatever; and 
ridiculed the theory of an equilibrium between the 
slave and the free States, contending that no such 
design ever entered into the minds of the framers 
of the Constitution, or of the Congresses for forty 
years afterwards, and that it was directly antago- 
nistic to the fundamental principles of the Consti- 
tution; humorously examined and pronounced des- 
titute of foundation in fact, the charges of northern 
aggression upon the rights of the South; expressed 
his firm adherence to the Wilmot proviso in forming 
territorial governments, and his opposition to the 
extension of slavery; exhorted his southern breth- 
ren to cease their efforts to extend it; recommending 
to them in stead, to reduce to cultivation their wild 
lands, and employ their water privileges. in manu- 
facturing enterprises; and called upon all to cease 
the use and ferget the existence of, the word 
** disunion,”’ and. harmoniously devote themselves 
to developing. the resources and promoting the 
interests of their peculiar sections, while they 
cooperated in advancing the honor, the happiness, 
and prosperity of the whole country. [His speech 
will be found in the Appendix.] 

Mr. C. having concluded— 

Mr. ROSS obtained the floor, but yielded for a 
motion that the committee rise. 

The motion having been agreed to, the com- 
mittee rose and reported. ` 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing communications: 

1. A communication from. the Treasury De- 
partment, transmitting, in compliance with a reso- 
lution of the House of Representatives, informa- 
tion in regard to the terms on which the most 
suitable site can be obtained for marine hospitals 
at Buffalo, Oswego, Galveston, Detroit, Wilming- 
ton, North Carolina, Newport, Rhode Island, 
Erie, Pennsylvania, and Apalachicola, and his 
views as to the expediency of erecting hospitals 
at these places; which, on motion of Mr. McLANE 
of Maryland, was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

II. Also, a communication from the Treasury 
Department, covering statements from the Second 
Auditor’s office, of the accounts of disbursements 
by the agents of the department to the Indians, 
from the Ist of October, 1848, to the 30th June, 
1849; and a list of the names of those to whom 
the goods and money have been disbursed; and 
also, showing the balance in the hands of the In- 
dian agents, in obedience to the act of 30th June, 
1834, for the organization of the Department of 
Indian Affairs. Ordered to lieon the table and be 


rinted. ie 
IHL Also, the following communication from the 


President of the United States, to the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives: f 

Į transmit a translation of a note under date the 2%th,of 
last month, addressed to the Secretary of State by the min- 
ister of tie Mexican. Republic, accredited to this. Govern- 
ment, expressing the views of that Government with -refer- 
ence to the control of the wild Indians of the United States 
on-the frontier of Mexico, as stipulated for in the lith arti- 
ele of the treaty of Guadatupe Hidalgo. Z. TAYLOR. 

WASHINGTON, April 3, 1850. . 

The SPEAKER said, if there was no objection, 
the communication would be referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. VINTON suggested, that the Committee 
on Foreign Relations would be the appropriate 
committee. 

Mr. STANLY said, the communication should 
be referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
as an increase of the army was the only way by 
which they could protect the inhabitants on the. 
Mexican frontier against the Indians. 

Mr. HOWARD said, the subject had’ been al- 
ready referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs; 
he therefore moved that it be referred to that com- 
mittee. The question was put, and the motion 
was agreed to. 

IV. Also, a communication from the Post Office 
Department, transmitting, in compliance with the 
second section of the act of 1836, reorganizing the: 
Post. Office Department, statements of the sums of 
money (amounting in the aggregate to $5,215,167) 
expected to be required for the service of that de- 
partment for the year commencing 1st July, 1850. 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

THE GALPHIN CLAIM. 

Mr. SWEETSER asked the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to introduce a resolution, (a 
copy. of which could not be obtained,) calling upon 
the Secretary of the Treasury to report to the 
House the amount of interest paid upon the Gal- 
phin claim, and also whether the law directing the 
settlement. of said claim authorized the payment 
of interest on the amount awarded to the claim- 
ant, &c. 

The resolution having been read, 

Mr. STANLY said that a committee had been 
appointed which had this matter in charge. Let 
that committee make their report, and then the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Sweerser] could in- 
troduce his resolution. In the mean time he (Mr. 
S.) should object. 

So the resolution was not received. 

Mr. BRIGGS asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to introduce a joint resolution. The 
object of it, he said, was one which, he thought, 
must commend itself to the good sense and favor- 
able consideration of the House. 

The resolution was read for information. It was 
a joint resolution authorizing the Secretary of the 
Navy to send, under his frank, the private letters 
and papers of the officers. and men upon foreign 
stations. 

Objection was made. 

So the resolution was not received. 

And the House adjourned. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 
By Mr. KAUFMAN: “A Dill to allow the. usual extra 
pay and bounty land to the men called into the service of 
the United States by Colonel Curtis in the spring of 1847.” 


PETITIONS, &c. 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees: 

By Mr. CABLE, of Ohio: The petition of Jacob Heaton 
and 114 others, citizens of Sateiu, Ohio, for the proiection 
of freedom in the tetritories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of Samuel Seattergood and 112 others, 
citizens of Salem, Olio, to secure to alleged fugitives the 
right of trial by jury. 

Also, the petition of J. P. Farmer, Jonathan Brown, and 
181 others, citizens of Salineville, Ohio, against the. admis- 
sion of any morc slave States into the Union. 

Also, the petition of J. P. Farmer and 1:0 others, citizens 
of Salineville, Ohio, for the esiablishment and protection of 
freedom in the territories of the United States. 

By Mr, Speaker COBB: The proceedings of a meet- 
ing of the citizens of the city and county of Phil.delphia, 
in favor of a repeal of the present extension of the Wood- 
worth planing machine patent, and opposed to the further 
extension of said patent. 

By Mr. DURKEE; The memorial of the Legislature 
of the State of Wisconsin, praying that bounty iand be 
allowed to the officers and soldiers who served in the late 
war with Great Britain. 

Also, the memorial of the Legislature of the State of Wis- 
consin, praying for the free navigation of the river St. Law- 
rence, to citizens of the United States. 

Also, the petition of Joseph Fog; aud 37 others, citizens 


| bee servic 
| the frontiers of said State. 


of. Eliot, in the State of Maine, praying Congress to secure to 
alleged fugitives the right of trial by jury.. Seq 

Also, a petition of the same, praying for the establishment 
and protection, of freedom in the territorics. car 

Also, a petition of the same, praying again; t the admission 
of any more slave States, í AE 

Also, a petition of the same, praying for the repeal’ of all. 
laws enacted’ or adopred by Congress, for the support of 
slavery in the District of Cohumbia. 4 3 

By Mr. HOWE: The. petition. of William. B. Roots and 
136 other, citizens of Venango county, Penasyivania, pray- 
ing Congress to. establish an Agricultural burcat in one of 
the Executive Departments of the Government at Wash- 
ington. 

By Mr. DURKEE: The petition of Austin Johnson and 
52 others, citizens of Rupert, Vermont, praying for the re- 
peal of all laws enacted or adopted by Congress for the sup- 
port of slavery in tbe District of Columbia, 

_ Also, a petition from the same, to secure to alleged fugi- 
tives the right of trial by jury. 

Also, á petition from the same, agaist. the admission of 
any more slave States into the Union. 

Also, a petition from the same, for the establishment and 
protection of freedom in the territories. 

Also, the petition of S: Phelps and 56 others, citizens of 
Hartford, Wisconsin, praying for the establishment aud pro- 
tection of freedom in the territories. 

Also, the petition of C. W. Rossman and 61 others, citi- 
zens of the same place, against: the admission of any more 
slave States into the Union. 

Also, the petition of J. L. Irvine and 40 others, citizens 
of Sheboygan conuty, Wisconsin, praying Congress to re- 
duce the rates of postage to two cents: per half ounce on 
prepaid, letters, and one cent each for. newspapers, 

Also, the petition of Stephen Weston and 54 others, citi-. « 
zeus. of Lisbon, Wisconsin, praying, that. slavery and ihg 
slave trade may be prohibited in the territories. 

By Mr. BINGHAM: ‘I'he memorial of the officers of the 
Army of the United States, stationed in Oregon Territory, 
for an increase of their pay and emoluments, 

Also, the petition of the inhabitants of the township of 
Novi, Michigan, praying that slavery and the slave trade 
may be expressly prohibited, by act of Congress, in ali the 
territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of the electors of the township of Novi, 
aforesaid, asking that persons arrested as fugilive slaves 
may have the benefit of a trial by jury. 

Also, the remonstrance of ibe citizens of the same town- 
ship, against the admission of more slave States. 

Also, the petition of the citizens of the same township, 
for the repeal of all Jaws sanctioning slavery or the slave 
trade in the Distriet of Columbia. 

Also, the. petition of 78 citizens of Almont, Michigan, 
that trial by jury be granted, to persons claimed as fugitive 
slaves. j 

Also, the petition of A. S. Arms and 200 others, citizens 
and voters of the township of Milford, for the probibition 
A slavery and the slave-trade in the territories of the United 

tates, 

Also, a petition from 200 citizens of the same township, 
against the admission of any future State into the Union 
unless slavery is expressly prohibited in its constitution, 

Also, the petition of 200 citizens of the same township, 
for a trial by jury to persons arresicd as fugitive slaves. 

Also, the petition of 200 citizens of the same township, 
for the repeal of all laws authorizing or sanctioning whe 
slave trade in the District of Columbia, 

By Mr. CONGER: The petition of 101 citizens of Tay- 
lor; Cortlandt county, New York, for the establishment and 
protection of freedom in the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of 105 citizens of the ‘same place, to 
secure to. alleged fugitives the right of triat by jury. x 

Also, the petition. of 34 citizens of Caio, Cayuga county, 
New York, for the same. 

Also, the petition of 30 citizens of the same place, for the 
repeal of all le adopted by Congress for the support of 
slavery in the District of Coluinbia. 

Also, the petition of JOL citizens of Taylor, Cortlandt 
county, New York, for the same, : 

Also, the petition of 102 citizens of the same place, against 
the adinission of more slave territory into the Union. 

By Mr. WOOD: The petition of George Kline and 120 
others, citizens of Seneca and Sandusky countie ing 
Congress to establish a post-route from Republic, in Seneca 
county, through Butternut Ridge to Green Creek, in San- 
dusky county, twice a week. 

By Mr. MATTESON: The petition of Thomas F. Lynch 
and 38 others, citizens of Ulica, Oneida county, New York, 
iu favor of increased and for specifie duties on iron, 

Also, the petition of Andrew Sergeant and 97 other citi- 
zens of the same county, for a repeal of the extension of the 
patent for Woodworth’s planing machine. 

By Mr. KAUFMAN: The memorial of the Legislature 
of Texas, asking for compensation to companies called into 
by the Executive of Texas for the protection of 


By Mr. HOAGLAND: The petition of John Root and 
81 others, citizens of Cashocton county, Ohio, for thees- 
tension of a mail-route. B 

By Mr. GERRY: The petition of Daniel P. Hutchins and 
65 others, inhabitants of the States of Maine aud New, 
Hampshire, praying an appropriation for the erection of a 
buoy and beacon in the Piscataqua river, near Log ledge. 

Aiso, the petition of Mary Chandler, widow of Doctor 
Moses Chandler, late of Fryburg, in the State of Maine, for 
a pension. č , A 

By Mr. HILLIARD: The memorial of the trustees of the 
Centenary Institute, at Summerfield, Alabama, praying a 
grant of land Jor the benefit of the Institute. 2. 

By Mr. NELSON: The petition of ‘Thomas J. Wilcox 
and sundry other citizens of Rockland county, New York, 
on the subject of cheap postage. Me 

By Mc. LEFFLER: Two petitions of sundry citizens of 
Jackson and Dubuque counties, Jowa, praying We establish- 


; ment of a mail-route from Dubuque, ia Dubuque county, to 


Maque Reta, in Jackson county, fowa. vai 

By Mr. MCQUEEN: The petition of William B, Rowell 
and 45 other citizens of Marion. district, South Carolina, 
prayiug for the establishment of a.mail-ronte in said disiviet. 
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“Also, thé petition of T. J. Dazier; Benjamin Ganse, and 
others, citizens. of Marion district, South Carolina, for the 
same object. | Nearer ethane A 
Also, the petition of Daniel Gilchrist and others, citizens 
of Marion district, South Carolina, for the same object. 

By Mr. FEATHERSTON:: The petition of W. A. McKee 
and 50 other citizens of Mississippi, against a mail-route 
from’ Palo Alto to Hopewell, in said State. a g 

‘Also, the petition of James Harris and 50 others, citizens 
of. Mississippi; of the same character as the above. = ` 

‘By Mr. BRIGGS : The. petition of Dudley B. Fuller & Co. 
and others, merchants,.in the city. of New York,- praying 
that the rates of duty upon foreign iron, which were col- 
lected under the tariff act. of 1846, at the time of. its enact- 
ment, be now made specific, so that their interest may be 
shielded. from the ‘ruinous fluctuations growing out of the 
present.ad valorem system. `- 

Aiso, the petition of J. E. Mackie and others, merchants, 
of the.city of New York, for the same... 

By.Mr. SCHERMERHORN: The memorial of officers of 
the United States army stationed in the Territory of Oregon, 
asking. for ari increase of their pay and allowances. 

Also, the memorial of John F. Schermerhorn, praying for 
reimbursement of advances made as commissioner to the 
Six Nations-of Indians, and also for mileage.as such com- 
missioner. 

Also, the. petition of 87 citizens of Pittsford, county of 
‘Monroe, New York, asking that the rates of duty on foreiga 
iron, which were coHected under the tariff act of 1846, at 

the time of its enactment, be made specific. 

By Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi: The memorial 
of the Legislature of Mississippi, in favor of a grant of 
bonnty land to the soldiers of the war with Great Britain 
in 1812, 

Also, a memorial of the same, in favor of a grant of land 
to aid in the construction and completion of the Ohio rail- 
road. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS: The memorial of John W. Camp- 
bell, of Jackson, ‘Tennessee, late pension agent at that place, 
praying for relief, &e. 

By Mr. SCHOOLCRAFT: The petition of F. C. Fox 
and 59 others, citizens of Sharon Springs, New York, in 
favor of establishing a inail-route from Canajoharie to Sharon 
Center. 

Also, the petition of Charles G. Sheppard and 149 others, 
citizens of Yates county, New York, for the repeal of all 
Jaws enacted or adopted by Congress, by which the slave 
trade is authorized or sanctioned in the District of Columbia, 
that in case of their non-repeal, the seat of the National 
Government may be removed to some more suitable loca- 

tion, 

Also, the petition of the same, for the establishment and 
protection of freedom in the territories. 


By Mr. HARLAN: The petition of C. Shugart and 177 
others, citizens of the county of Grant, in the State of mdi- 
ana, requesting that provision be made by law of Congress, 
that Whenever a persou shail be arrested as a fugitive slave 
in any. State of the Union other than the State in which he 
or-she is alleged to be held to service; he or she (as the case 
may he).shall not. be delivered to the claimant or his agent, 
except on the finding of a jury that he or she is the slave of 
the claimant. 

Also, the petition of C. Shugart and 157 others, citizens 
of the county of Grant and State of Indiana, praying the re- 
peal of all laws or parts of laws adopted by Congress, by 
which slavery or the slave trade is authorized or sanctioned 
in the city of Washington, or District of Columbia, and that 
in the event of their non-repeal, the seat of Government 
may be removed to some more suitable piace. 

Atso, the petition of C. Shugart and 169 others, of the 
county of Grant, and State of Indiana, praying that hereafter 
no State shall be admitted into the Union, unless the con- 
stitution of such State shall expressly prohibit the existence 
of slavery within its limits. 

Also, the petition of C. Shngart and 176 others of the 
county of Grant, and State of Indiana, praying that slavery 
and the slave trade may be expressly prohibited by act of 
Congress, in all the territories of the United States, 
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Mr. WEBSTER. Iam sorry, Mr. President, 
quite sorry, to be obliged to request of the Senate 
that I may be excused from performing the duties 
of one of the committee who has been raised by 
the Senate for the purpose of accompanying the re- 
mains of the late distinguished Senator from South 
Carolina [Mr. CALHOUN] to his mansion in that 
State. Being quite desirous of doing whatever I 
could to manifest respect for the illustrious dead, 
and sympathy and condolence for the living, I had 
hoped it might be in my power to proceed with 
the rest of the committee on this service. But 1 
find that there is a necessity, on account of private 
affairs, that I should, for a few days, visit my 
own home. This will render it impossible for me 
to perform the service which I, under other cir- 
cumstances, would have cheerfully performed. I 
must, therefore, pray the Senate to take such 
measures as may be necessary to fill my place on 
the committee. 

Mr. MASON. I regret very much that cir- 
cumstances have occurred which require that the 
Senator from Massachusetts should decline the 
service to-which he was appointed; but 1 am sat- 
isfied that circumstance did require that he should 
ask to. be excused from that service. The com- 


lution of the Senate, and I move that the Chair 
have authovity to fill the vacancy. ` 

The motion was agreed to. Pe, i 

The VICE PRESIDENT nominated Mr. 
CLrarxe, of Rhode Island, to serve-in the place 
of Mr. WEBSTER, excused. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS: 


Mr. BRADBURY presented the memorial of 
the heirs of James Young, asking indemnity for 
French-spoliations prior to 1800; which was or- 
dered to lie.on the table, : g 

Mr.: BELL presented the memorial of Howell 
R. Robards, asking compensation for his services 
as surgeon to the regiment of Tennessee volun- 
teers in the late war with Mexico; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. GREENE presented three petitions from 
Rhode Island in favor of cheap postage, for redu- 
cing it to two cents on all prepaid letters not ex- 
ceeding half an ounce; one from male and female 
residents of the State having friends in California; 
one from male and female members of the benevo- 
lent society connected with High Street Church 
of Providence, and one from male and female resi- 
dents of the State generally; all of which were 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. . 

Mr. CHASE presented the petition of William 
A. Adams and others, citizens of Hamilton county, 
Ohio, asking indemnity for French spoliations 
prior to 1800; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. PEARCE presented a resolution of the 
Legislature of Maryland, requesting the Senators 
and the Representatives of that State in Congress 
to use their best exertions to procure an appropri- 
ation for establishing light-boats near the mouth 
of the Patapsco river, and at the mouth of the 
Annamessix river, in the said State; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Also, a resolution of the same Legislature, re- 
qresting the Senators and Representatives of that 

tate in Congress to use their exertions to procure 
an appropriation for a light-boat on James’ Island 
Bar, in the Tangier Sound, in Maryland; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce and 
ordered to be printed. 

Also, from the same, the following resolution: 

By tue louse or DeteGares, February 2, 1850. 

Whereas the Congress of the United States, in October, 
1780, passed the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a monument be erected to the memory 
of the late Major General the Baron DeKalb, at the city of 
Annapolis, in the State of Maryland, with the following 
inscription : 

Sacred to the memory of the 
BARON DE KALB, 
Knight of the royal order of military merit, 
Brigadier of the armies of France, 
and 
Major-General 
In the service of the United States of America, 
Having served with honor and reputation 

For three years, 

He gave a last and glorious proof of his 
Attachment to the liberties of mankind 
And the cause of America, 

In the action near Camden, in the State of South Carolina, ; 
On the 16th day of August, 1780, 
When, in leading on the troops of the 
Maryland and Delaware lines 
Against superior numbers, 
And animating them by his example 
To deeds of valor, 
He was pierced with many wounds, ` 
Aud on the nineteenth following expired, 
In the 48th year of his age. 
THE CONGRESS 
Of the United States of America, 
fn gratitude to his zeal, services, and merit, 
Have erected this monument. 

And whereas, from some cause unknown to this Legisla- 
ture, the resolution aforesaid has never been earried into | 
effect by the erection of a monument to the illustrious 
champion of liberty whose memory it was designed to per- 
petuate: Therefore, 

Resolved by the General Assembly of Maryland, That our 
Senators and Representatives in Congress be requested to 
urge upon the present Congress of the United States the 
propriety of taking sach action as will carry into effect the 
patriotic desigu of the Congress of 1780, in ihe erection of a 
monument to the memory of the lamented and gallant De 
Kalb at the city of Annapolis. Ere a gee 


i 


{ 
The resolution was referred to the Committee |. 
on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. | 
On motion by Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, 


Ordered, That the documents on the files of the Senate, 


| 
| 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which was referred the memorial of 
John S. Devlin, administrator of Elijah J. Weed, 
late quartermaster of marines, asking that the ac- 
counts of said Weed may be settled upon equita- 
ble.*principles, submitted a report, which wag 
ordered to be printed, accompanied by a bill for the 
relief of the securities of Elijah J. Weed, Jate quar- 
termaster of marines; which was read, and passed 
to a second reading. 

Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to.which was referred the motion to print the 
memorial of citizens of San Diego, to make that 
place a port of entry, reported against printing the 
same; which was concurred in. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. FELCH gave notice that he would, to-mor- 
row, or some subsequent day, ask leave to intro- 
duce a bill to amend the act of 4th September, 1841, 
granting preémption rights to settlers on the pub- 
lic lands. . 

Mr. MASON gave notice of a bill giving the 
assent of the United States to an act of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of Maryland, passed at the Decem- 
ber session, 1844, chapter 287. 


HOUSE BILLS. | 

The following bills from the House of Repre- 
sentatives were read a first and second time by 
their titles, and referred to the Committee on 
Claims: 

An act for the relief of John Dickson, surviving 
partner of the firm of Lambert & Dickson; 

An act for the relief of George Collier ard Wil- 
liam G. Pettus; Í 

An act for the relief of the legal representative 
of Captain George R, Shoemaker, deceased; 

An act for the relief of Sarah Jane West; 

An act for the relief of John Plunkett; 

An act for the relief of Charles Stuart; 

The following bills from the House of Represent- 
atives were read a first and second time by their 
titles, and referred to the Committee on Commerce: . 
i An act for the relief of Williams, Staples & Wil- 
jams; 

An act for the relief of Smith & Hersey. 

The following bills from the House of Repre- 
sentatives were read a first and second time by 
their titles, and referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions: 

An act for the relief of Camfield Averill; 

An act for the relief of Jacob Zimmerman; 

An act for the relief of Anna Giffin; 

An act for the relief of Skelton Felton; 

An act for the relief of Eliphas C. Brown; 

An act for the relicf of William Whicher. 

House bill for the relief of Edward Everett, late 
a sergeant in the United States army, was read a 
first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

House bill for the relief of Joseph Richards, 
was read a first and second time by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims, 


THE DEFICIENCY BILL. 


Mr. DICKINSON. I now move that we pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the deficiency bill. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. L believe, by 
the order of the Senate, the census bill was made 
| the order of the day for this rnorning. There was 
; a vote to that effect passed a few days ago, and E 
| hope, sir, it will be taken up and acted upon, ac- 
cording to the disposition made of it at that time. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There have been 
several special orders made by the Senate that 
have not yet been acted upon. There are the, 
resolutions of the Senator trom Kentucky, {Mr. 
Cray,] which were made the special order of the 
day for March 27th, and postponed untl March 
| 28th; the message of the President, accompanying 
the Constitution of California, which was made 
the special order for March 25ih, and was post- 
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| 


ji poned to April Ist, and not since acted upon; the 


resolution of the Senator from Maine, [Mr, Brap- 
BURY,]} on the subject of removals from office, was 
made the special order for March 28th, and post- 


; poned to April 2d; the House bill 154—the defi- 
| ciency bill—was made the special order for April 
i 5th, and was postponed to the 8th; and the Senate 
| bill, 76, in relation to the census, was also made 


relating to the claims of the State of Towa to compensation 


t 
! ihe Si | 
for the services of her militia in the year 1839, be referred | 


mittee was appointed by the Chair, under a reso- 


to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


i the special order for the 5th of April, and was 


ostponed to the 9th, this day. The deficiency 
ill was made the special order of the day for yes- 


b 


1850. 
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terday at half past twelve o’clock, but it was not 
then acted upon. : . J 

Mr. DAVIS. Then the census bill is the regu- | 
lar special order for to-day. It comes .up in order, 
and I hope the-Senate will do me the favor to take 
it up. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is moved to pro- 
ceed to take up the deficiency bill; the Chair finds 
it has been the practice of the Senate to take spe- 
cial orders in.the order in which they were made. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. Am I to un- 
derstand from the Chair that the motion of the 
Senator from New York is in order? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is of | 
the opinion that it is. 

Mr. DAVIS. 1 do really hope the census bill 
will be taken up, according to the disposition that 
was made of it when it was made the special or- 
der, and that we shall proceed with it until itis 
disposed of. I hope the Senate will not take up 
the deficiency bill according to the motion of the 
Senator from New York. { hardly think it will 
take long to dispose of the census bill, and itis 
quite manifest that it should be disposed of in some 
form promptly and immediately, and I hope the 
deficiency bill will not be taken up till this is dis- 
posed of. : 

_ Mr. DICKINSON. It is really my jigment 
that the Senate should proceed to the considera- 
tion of this bill.. [t cannot take much time, and 
will not necessarily call out much debate, or oc- 
copy the whole day. The bill which the Senator 
from Massachusetts wishes to take up will occa- 
sion much debate; besides a Senator who takes 
much interest in it, [Mr. Dawson,] has been 
called away by a painful bereavement, but he will į 
be with us again in a few days. It seems to me, | 
for that reason, we should not proceed with the 
census bill. 
taken up, affects the public finances of the Govern- | 


ment, and, in my judgment, it should be promptly || 


acted upon, that the Executive may know what 
todo. A day’s delay will not make much differ- 
ence with the census bill, but this will be much 
affected; I cannot give way, and I therefore call 
for this bill, thatit may be acted upon. . 
Mr. DOUGLAS. 1 rise simply to give notice 


thatif the census bill is not taken up, I shall move | 


to take up for consideration the California bill. 

Mr. DAVIS. This’subject has been postponed 
from time to time, from day to day, and from 
week to week, till it has reached a period when it 
is manifest it ought to be passed into a law. I 
hope, therefore, those who really mean to have any 
census bill passed, will stand by me and see that 
this measure is taken up to-day. 

Mr. KING. lam one of those who are dis- 
posed to go with the Senator from Massachusetts 
to take up this census bill. I had made up my 
mind to do so whenever the proposition was made. 
If we intend to pass any such bill, it is necessary j 
we should take it up as soon as possible. The | 
only, thing 1 regret is, that the Senator from Geor- | 
gia, who takes a warm interest in this question, Is į 
not now present. If no great inconvenience would 
result from a short delay, | would suggest to the | 
Senator from Massachusetts whether, under the 
circumstances, it would not be well to wait a few | 
days, in order that that honorable Senator may | 
resume his seat in the body? 1 mention this with- 
out any disposition to throw any obstacle in the 
way of the passage of this bill. I think the Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts himself will, perhaps, con- | 
siderit proper that we should delay ull the Senator | 
from Georgia returns; at least 1 hope he will look | 
at it in that light, and when he shall return, or if 
he does not return ina few days, I myself will vote | 
to proceed actively to the disposition of this bill. | 
A few days delay may have an effect rather to 
facilitate the final passage of the bill than to post- 
pone it; because it may, if now taken up, lead to 
discussion on the part of those who have not 
turned their attention to it, 

Mr. BUTLER. Tam inclined to think that the 
Senator from Georgia will not return short of two 
weeks at least. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. That was my | 


own impression. 
i 
| 


Mr. BUTLER. J only remark, that I do not 
‘know how far it will interfere with the Senator’s | 
having the floor now. S 

Mr. KING. Under these circumstances, and 
acting upon the principle which I have already 
avowed, | withdraw all opposition. If it is im- | 


This matter, which" wish to have || 


i 
i 


portant to the country that we should have a cen- 
sus bill, E would suggest that it be proceeded with 
now. : 
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I am willing 
to show all possible indulgence and courtesy to the 
Senator from Georgia. 1 would not do anything 
that could have the slightest tendency to hurt his 
feelings; but I think it is not probable that he will 
return for a considerable time. This motion has 
been postponed many times; and, while I am not 
able to speak’with any certainty upon this subject, 
Lam led to believe, with the Senator from South 
Carolina, that the Senator from Georgia will not 
return under two weeks. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I hope the Senate will 
take up the deficiency bill, for the reason that. it 
is urgent. Although this census bill has been 
postponed several times, and the patience of the 
honorable Senator who has had charge of it has 
been. put to many and severe tests, yet I would 
suggest thal this bill is being considered in the 
other branch of Congress, and is made. the special 
order for Thursday next, and for each succeeding 
day until disposed of; whereas the passage of this 
bill is necessary, for the departments are in want 
of the money. I ask those who are friends of the 
Government to sustain it, and vote with me to take 
it up. 

Mr. BELL. I concur entirely with the honor- 
able Senator from Massachusetts in his view of 
the importance of taking up the census bill either 
now or at an early day. But I desire to suggest 
to that honorable Senator, in addition to the fact 
of the absence of the Senator from Georgia, who 
has taken a great interest in the bill, that a Sena- 
tor whom I know to be thoroughly acquainted 
with his views, is sick in his chamber, and cannot 
be here to-day. i think he will probably be able 
to be in the Senate in a day or two. 
aware that that Senator takes considerable interest 
in the questions involved in the amendment of the 
Senator from Georgia. The Senator from Georgia 
has taken considerable responsibility upon him- 
self in offering an amendment to the whole bill 
of the census committee; and if he cannot be 


i here himself, it is desirable that he should have 


some friend to give an explanation of the motives 
and grounds which induced him to present that 


| amendment. That Senator will, in all probability, 


be here to-morrow, or the next day; or at all events 
within a very short time. I offer this as an ad- 
ditional reason why there should be the delay of 
a day or two in the consideration of this bill; and 
but for that I should to-day cordially codperate 
with the honorable Senator from Massachusetts. 
I think that that measure ought not to be longer 
postponed; but I also think, for the reasons which 
have been stated, that two or three days further 
delay will not be material. 

Mr. DAVIS. I am just informed that the hon- 
orable Senator from Georgia will not, in all proba- 
bility, return here in three weeks. This measure 
must not be postponed till that time, and I hope 
the Senate will agree to take it up. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
take up the deficiency bill, and, a division being 
called, there were: Yeas 18, nays 19. 

So the motion was lost. 


THE SEVENTH CENSUS. 


Mr. DAVIS. I now move that we proceed to 
the consideration of the census bill, 

The motion was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT stated the first ques- 
tion to be the amendment to the 9th section pro- 
posed by the Senator from Massachusetts when 
the bill was last under consideration. lt made 
provision for compensating the marshals for cer- 
tain services which they might render under this 
bill. 

Mr. DAVIS. Ican only say, in regard to that 
amendment, that some gentlemen suggested to me 
that, in some instances, the marshal himself might 
wish to perform the duty, and in that case he 
ought to have the same Compensation as the assist- 
ant marshal. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to. 


Mr. DICKINSON. I do not understand the 


precise nature of the question, this bill hes been j 


laid over so long. ł understand the general motion 
to be on the amendment proposed by the Senator 
from Georgia. 1 would ask the Chair to state 
what is the motion. 


am also | 


The VICE PRESIDENT. © The- Chair under- 
stands there is ‘a’ general motion to strike out alt- 
after the enacting clause, and insert a substitute; 
and the question will be, if no further amendment 
is proposed, to. strike out the original. bill; and’ 
insert the substitute, 7 : me 

Mr. DAVIS. I do not. know how the motio 
of the Senator from Georgia stands; but I suppose 
it embraces the tables also. i 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion is to 
strike out all after the enacting clause and insert 
the amendment. 

Mr. DAVIS. Then the effect of that will be to 
striké out the whole of this bill, including the ta- 
bles, and insert the amendment without the tables. 
I do not know that that is very material; it will 
only render it necessary that we should act, per- 
haps, again upon a question which has already 
been decided by the Senate in committee. In the 
outset of this business there was a proposition 
made to strike out the tables inserted by the cen- 
sus committee and insert certain other tables. 
That passed in the negative. But now a different 
proposition is made, not only to strike out the 
tables, but to strike out the whole bill, which 
includes the tables also. I have a proposition 
to take up the tables, so that the Senate. may 
act upon that before they act upon the general 
question, That will give me the opportunity of 
making a remark or two, provided the Senate will 
bear with me. I will occupy their attention but a 
few minutes. 

The subject was committed to the census com- 
mittee early in the session. The only paper which 
came to them was a report made by the census 
board—a brief report made to the President, and 
sent in by the President, together with a message. 
These are all the papers that were sent to the com- 
mittee. Nevertheless, when we came to meet in 
the committee room, there were a series of tables,’ 
six in number, laid before the committee by the 
secretary of the board of census. These tables he 
represented as the tables which had been adopted 
by the census board. The committee took up 
these tables and proceeded to examine them, and 
having inquired whether they were stereotyped, 
or whether any printing had been done in connec- 
tion with them, and having learned that nothing 
of the kind was done, they proceeded to act upon 
these tables; and upon examination they thought 
them to be susceptible of considerable amendment. 
They made pretty large amendments in them; and, 
finally, without any further knowledge of other 
tables, they made up their report to the Senate 
upon the tables on which they had agreed. Then, 
for the first time, there was placed in my hand, by 
one of the census board, a set of tables called the 
official tables of that board. I have them. here; 
they are open to the inspection of any Senator 
who wishes or desires to see them, These tables 
were presented as the doings of the census board. 
Ít turned out, however, on comparing them with 
the doings of the census committee, that there were 
some variations—some of them quite important, 
and others unimportant; and this leads me to soli- 
cit the attention of the Senate for a moment to a 
comparison of the papers, to see what these doings 
have been, so as to understand the question. 

The first table relates to the population, the 
white population, and } thought it one of the best 
tables I had ever seen. {thas undergone some 
alterations, and perhaps in some points those alter- 
ations might be deemed material; but they are not 
very great. The second related to slave popula- 
tion, and has undergone an entire alteration. 1 
believe the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Unner- 
woop] has the original tables in his possession, 
and also the tables which the board of censas pro- 
posed to adopt. Those proposed to be adopted by 
them, and those proposed by the committee are 
entirely different from those laid before us. The 
whole order and the subject is different, and the 
table may be considered as new throughout. The 
third table is one which relates to deaths, and is 
not materially different from the original table of 
the committee. Some of the headings have been 
changed. The tables requiring a stutement of the 
products of industry, including manufactories and 
things of that description, I thought to be an ex- 
cellent table, and that has not undergone any ma- 
terial change. Some slight changes have been 
made in the heading and arrangement; but I esteem 
it a good table, and 1 believe that was the opinion 
of the committee. 
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"The. social: table has. undergone a very great 
alteration; six -or-seven columns have: been struck 
out... Lspeak of the table of the census committee; 
and,.as.l.suppose, on. motion of the Senator from 
Kentucky, the words: “ pauper’? and. “convict” 
were introduced into the first column. : 
>I shall. propose, inasmuch ag there, has been 
printing done-on these first-three tables,.that they: 
be adopted. according t& the forms. which-the com- 
mittee proposed. . And. the fourth, with: the three 
first, and: the. table with. regard to produce-—these; 
agreeably to the ‘suggestion of the Senator, from- 
Kentucky, long since made, tam willing.to adopt, 
inasmuch:as, some. printing has: been done`and: 
some. portion. of: the work stereotyped... While F 
propose to the Senate to.take-these: four: tables, F 
pr pose that.they,.talge.the other two, as reported: 

y the: committee..." These are the agricultural and 
social.tables.... Lwil state briefly: the reasons why 
we propose-these. In. the first place, L think. the 
table reported. by the census board too crowded. 
Itis. impossible to put the number of figures into 
these-colamna which will be, required when the 
census. comes to be taken. The committee, acting 
on. that view, have diminished the columns some 
six or seven. The columns of the tables reported 
by the census board. number fifty-two, and those 
of the census committee number forty-six, and.the. 
committee have transferred several of these. col- 
umns, where it could. be done without great incon- 
venience or: disadvantage, to the social table; and 
they have got them into a better form, as I think 
every gentleman will be satisfied, if he will look 
at the subject with careful. attention, than they 
ean possibly be in these tables. By taking them 
from the agricultural table. into the social table, you. 
gain room for the other.items, which isan indispen- 
sable thing. 

Without troubling the Senate much in. this mat- 
ter, L wish to make one remark more. It is said 
by the census board, they admit that certain alter- 
ations: were made in these tables. after they were 
laid: before us by their secretary. ‘hey say, 
however, they never authorized these tables which 
were laid before us, and that they were not their. 
tables; but they did, after this event took place, 
make alterations in their tables, but they did not 
make them at the suggestion of ihe committee. 

< Well: now, sir, it. is. manifest, on. the very face 
of it, that alterations. were made, and. so numerous 
that, according to the statements. of the Senator 
from Kentucky, who conversed with the printer on 
the subject, he could nottell how many there were; 
they were numerous; this is manifest on. the face 
of the tables themselves. They say, they did not 
da. it at the suggestion of the committee. J am 
willing to take their word, but there are one or two 
striking coincidences in the matter. My. friend 
from Kentucky moved to place in the first table 
the words “ convict” and * pauper.” That struck 
out of the social table some eight columns and 
transferred them to the other table. Now you 
will find in the amended table of the census board 
that. they have done precisely the same thing. 1 
know that. minds can act independently of each 
other; | kuow that the same thought may strike 
two minds and be common to them both; and for 
that reason 1 am not disposed to dispute their 
statement. They. say that. these amendments are 
slight. E will even take that; all I wish is, that the 
facts. should appear as they really are in- them- 
selves, and every Senator can judge whether they: 
are shght or important. : 

Now, with regard to the agricultural table, these 
are not only the reasons L have assigned why we 
should adopt this table, but the general arrange- 
ment is altogether bettere There seem to me to be 
some things in the table reported by the census 
board which will hardly bear examination. For 
instance, they propose to take the enumeration of 
cows and oxen not over two. years old, as if there 
were cows. and oxen not over that age. Well, 
sir, I might have added also that there are certain | 
other words and arrangements in regard to this 
live stock which were proposed by the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky, which are also found in the 
amended table of the census board. 

Sir, we have no pride. of opinion about this 
work; but we think tbat the public interest will be 
promoted and better subserved by taking the four 
tables | have enumerated, as reported by the cen- 
sus board, and taking the agricultural table and 


| cult to cornprehend it, unless the minds of gentle- 
mèn -are directed to the particular object; but if I 


| other, especially. when there shail be added to it 


For example, let me state: 
propose to put in-the stock: on: the first’ of- June, 


could draw their attention to it in its details, which- 
would be quite tedious, I could show them that 
the agricultural table is. greatly superior to the 


one. small amendment which F propose to. make. 
The census board: 


1850... Alb the. stock alive on that day is to be 
enumerated. ‘Phat leaves out of sight all the ani- 
mals. that have been slaughtered“in the year pre- 
ceding. What the committeé aimed at was to get 
at the resources of the farm, and: we thought it 
necessary also for this purpose to give some ac- 
count: of-the animals slaughtered. 

My friend (Mr. Maneum] suggests to me. that 
we only give what is sold. 1 will: state to the 
Senator that. that only refers to certain articles, 
products of gardens, orchards, &c. We give the 
whole amount of corn, hay, and live stock, and 
indeed. of everything that is raised, except those 
articles of horticulture, gardening, &c., which are 
but incident to the business: of farming, and of 
which an: accurate return would be difficult to col- 
lect. Of these last articles.we have concluded it 
to be better to. take the whole amount that is sold. 

lf I thought I could add anything to this state- 
ment which would in any way enlighten the Sen- 
ate or compensate them for taking up the time, Í 
would: proceed, I desire to be as brief as possible 
in the views Ll express; and-if any gentleman is at 
a-loss on any point, Eam ready, for one, and so 
are the other members: of the committee, to give 
any explanation that may be asked. With this 
explanation, I move you that tables No. 1, No. 2, 
No. 4, and No. 6—that is, the tables of white pop- 
ulation, of slave population, of deaths, of the prod- 
ucts of industry, embracing manufactures—which 
I send to the Chair, and which are part of those 
prepared by the census board, be substituted: in 
lieu of the committee’s tables on the same subject. 

Mr. BUTLER. Will those tables be then 
amendable? for I desire to move an amendment to 
one of them. 

Mr. DAVIS. The only reason why the com- 
mittee adopted them is because a portion of them 
have been already printed. 

Mr. BUTLER. Notwithstanding it has been 
printed, L move to amend, so that instead of re- 
quiring the names of the slaves to be taken, the 
number only shall be required. 1 understand the | 
Senator to adopt this table in lieu of that reported 
by the committee; and I now move to strike out 
the word. ** names” and insert the word “ num- 
ber,’* so that the heading of the table shall read 
«© number of the slaves.” 

Mr. DAVIS. So far as I am concerned it is ; 
perfectly immaterial to me what course is pursued 
in getting the enumeration, and | believe that the 
only thing which induced the use of the word 
‘names?’ in both of the tables, was. the supposi- 
tion that a greater degree of accuracy would be | 
thereby ascertained, and any fraud be the more | 
readily detected. However, if gentlemen have any 
choice on the subject, 1 am not disposed to object. | 

Mr. BUTLER. The census heretofore taken | 
has only required the number of the slaves, and 
l see no useful information the obtaining of the 
names of the slaves can afford. On a plantation 
where there are one, two, or three hundred slaves, 
there are perhaps several of the same name, and 
who are known simply by some familiar designa- 
tion on the plantation. lt can afford no useful in- 
ormation,and wili make a great deal of labor. I 
made- the same objection in the committee, and. I 
move tọ amend in accordance with that objection 
now. 

Mr. DAVIS. If we are only to get the aggre- 
gate number of slaves, how are we to ascertain the | 
owners? . 

Mr. BUTLER. By providing that the number 
of slaves owned by him shail be put opposite to || 
the name of each owner. | 

Mr, DAVIS. Then we shall lose the benefit of | 
the classification of ages. | 

Mr. BUTLER, Notatall. The age and sex 
will remam—everything but the name. _ 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. If you leave the age 
and sex of each slave, it will be perceived at once 
that the master and the census-taker must have | 


his attention directed to each individual slave. |; 


i 
i 
| 
| 
i 
i 
f 


| 
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the social table.as reported: by the committee. 
„T know how dry this subject is, and how diffi- 


. 


Then, as each individual slave upon the plantation 
must constitute the subject of particular reference 


~ 


atthe time, in order to ascertain the age and the 
sex, and the other inquiries which the census table 
proposes to enumerate, it does seem to me that 
he must necessarily get the name. 

Mr. BADGER. What do you want of suc 

names as Big Cuff and Little Cuff? $ 
Mr. BUTLER. Or of Little Jonah and Big 
Jonah? [Laughter.]* 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I have no particular 
anxiety to see these classical names that have 
been suggested, and whether it be Cicero or Cuff, 
it makes no difference to me. As it is necessary 
that attention must be directed to each individual, 
it occurred to me that the census taker could cer- 
tainly make more progress by putting down the 
name, instead of being obliged to make a series of 
calculations. Then all that will be necessary will 
be, to put down the name, and to carry out the 
sex and' áge opposite to it; otherwise, the census 
taker will have, in the course of his examination, 
to take a child of one age and put him down, and 
make a memorandum, and then go on and take 
another child of another age, and put him down, 
and so on; and before he can make all the inqui- 
ries in regard to each on the plantation, he will 
have a whole sheet of paper covered with càl- 
culationg and figures. I do believe the work 
can be Dne quicker and faster by making an en-. 
try of the names, and passing from one to the 
other, and thus save all of this calculation. This 
same process has been adopted in reference to 
white population. The old system of proceeding 
was, to put down the population according to a 
classification of ages, as between five and ten; and 
ten and fifteen; and fifteen and twenty, and so on. 
The effect of that arrangement was, to require the 
census taker and the head of the family, in the 
calculation to which I have alluded, to ascertain 
the particular ages, and what class the particular 
individual should be enumerated under; and we 
thought, upon making an estimate, that it would 
really take more time and labor to make this clas- 
sification, and to arrange it in classes according to 
years, than it would merely to put down the 
names and ages—the simpiest of all processes. L 
believe, therefore, that instead of imposing addi- 

tional labor, it would save time and labor. 

Mr. HUNTER. Is it proposed to publish the 
names? 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Not at all; there is a 
total mistake on that subject. The names of the 
white population are not proposed to be published, 
nor are the names of the blacks. But you get by 
these inquiries the elements of a calculation sent 
up to the census office here, by which the aggre- 
gate is to be ascertained. You will have the 
names of so many whites or blacks of any given 
age furnished, and the calculation to be made upon 

| these elementary tables is that alone which is to 
be published. 

Mr. YULEE. I wish to ask the Senator what 
public advantage there can be in having on the 
files of the department the names of al! the inhabit- 
| ants of the United States, white or black, without 
distinction’ What advantage can there be to 
know that there is a John Smith in New York, 
another in Kentucky, and another in Georgia? It 
has never been done before, and will certainly be 
a work of great labor and expense. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Ishall have to repeat, for 
I desire to answer every question that! can. As I 
have stated to the Senate, according to the old 
rule, our census takers were sent to each man’s 
house for the purpose of ascertaining how many 
children there were under the age of five years, 
and how many between the ages of five and ten 
and ten and fifteen; and so on, until above one 
hundred. When this change, so as to require the 
taking of the names, was suggested io me, I 
acknowledge that it was new to me, and that I 
made the very objection which the Senator from 
Florida has made, and argued it a little in commit- 
tee, for it struck me as being a monstrous sort of 
proposition. It was something new, I confess; 
something I had never heard of before, and de- 
parting from all the census tables made from the 
foundation of the Government to the present day. 
{tled my mind to inquiry upon the subject, and 
that is the effect 1 desire should be produced upon 

the Senate. The course of reasoning and inquiry 
L have already suggested to the Senate brought 
my mind to the conclusion that the census takers 
would do their work faster, and certainly more 
accurately, and thus furnish the basis of a more 
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reliable calculation. than would be the case if the 
oid plan was required to be pursued. In thus 
reasoning I imagined myself going about with the 
census taker, and how he would talk with the head 
of a family, and how he would make his memo- 
randums as he went along, and the conclusion 
was irresistible that he would do the business 
faster by merely putting down the name and age. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I wish to suggest to the Sen- | 
ator a difficulty which is insuperable to my mind. 
There is not a man in the South owning a hundred | 
negroes who knows scarcely any more of the names 
of the slave children than I do. He would be 
obliged to send the census taker to the negro quar- 
ters himself, to ascertain the information. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. All that matter has been 
talked over, and I desire to show my friend that, 
in the case he pats, the difficulties under the other 
system are quite as insuperable. Ifthe slave owner 
cannot give the name of the children, how is he 
to give the age ? 

Mr. CLEMENS. He knows how many chil- 
dren there are, and can teli about the time they were 
born. Say that he has a negro woman of the name 
of Eliza with four children—he can state about the 
time each was born. As to their names, he would 
not know anything about that until the children 
had reached the age of twelve or fourteen. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. f cannot speak for the 
large negro owners in the South, but I can of that 
descripuon of people and the negroes in my own 
State. And I venture to say that there is no plan- 
tation in my quarter, although che slaves are noth- 
ing like as numerous as they are in the South, but 
what the owner can tell you the name of every per- 
son on the plantation, and that without hesitation, 
We generally keep a record of their names and ages. 
And I should suppose that while the farmers of the 
South were recording, according to the suggestion 
of the Senator from Alabama, the ages of their 
slave children, they could put down something for 
their names also. 

Mr-CLEMENS. I did not sáy they had a 
record of their ages, but merely that they could 
tell very nearly what they were. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Well, if there was any 
record of their ages I should suppose it would be 
connected with their names. If no record is kept of 
the age, then it has to be guessed at, and the name 
may as well be guessed at also, for itis wholly im- 
material. But you must describe the children in | 
some way, or take and put them down as child 
number one, child number two, and give the age 
ofeach. It will do just as well to designate them 
by numbers as’ by name, provided it secures the 
basis of the calculation which it is necessary to 
make afterwards. An oath thatit is the correct 
name of the child is not required, and if the age of 
a child can be given, so can a name, and if all are 

iven the same name it makes no difference. 

Mr. BORLAND. Allow me to suggest to the 
Senator that he says this method of enumeration 
will add nothing to the labor of making out these | 
tables. I would ask him if he has considered the 
number that will have to be taken. There are by 
estimate something like about three million of 
slaves in the United States. Suppose the names 
of one hundred are put on each of the books in 
which they have to be recorded, it will be seen 
that there would be about thirty thousand pages 
of writing todo. If we are to have the names of 
all the white inhabitants, then there would be two 
hundred thousand pages to write. Now I suggest 
that the addition to this labor of thirty thousand 
pages of writing for the slaves, and two hundred 
thousand for the whites, would add very materially 
to the time and labor required to take the census. 
And if it is not proposed to be printed, where is 
the use in having it done.’ Why get information 
that is not to be printed and laid before the public? į 
But if it is to be printed, then we should have two | 
hundred and thirty thousand printed pages, that 
would answer no practical purpose. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. All these objections have 
been duly considered, and-I will give the Senator 
an illastration: You have about two million five 
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| and then it will be too late to accomplish the pur- 


| the valuation of machinery used in the manufac- 
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hundred thousand voters in the United States; the 
names of every one of which, in my State at least, 
were taken down in writing at the last presidential 
election. Where the ballot is pursued perhaps 
the names are not taken down; I believe they are, 
however. 

Several Senarors. They are always. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Well, this illustration 


came under consideration, and it will be seen that || 
| in that case, for the purpose of accuracy in the | 
ballot-box, you take the names of two million five j|. 


hundred thousand voters, and the number will be 
increasing every four years at a very rapid rate in 
all time to come. Why, there is no difficulty ex- 
perienced in that matter, and no printing grows 
out of it; and it is a very simple process by which 
it is done. Take another illustration, which 
passed through my mind: Every year in Ken- 
tucky we take all these things into the list of taxa- 
ble property. We put down name after name, and 
there isno difficulty growing out of it. All these 
things were considered by the committee, and it 
struck me at first precisely as it has other gentle- 
men here, and all the questions they have asked, 
suggested. themselves to me; but, on going into 
the calculation, I came at once to the conclusion 
that greater accuracy and speed both would be se- 
cured by putting” the names down. There is no 
difficulty about it. The idea suggested, that the | 


! farmer will not know the names of his slaves makes 


no sortof difference. Fle can knowas much about | 
the names as the age; and all that we can expect 
is, to come as nearly to whatis precisely correct 
as possible, and that by the safest and most correct | 
way of getting the information. [ have nothing | 
more, I believe, to say on this particular subject. 
Some other points have been suggested, however, 
to which perhaps 1 had better refer at this time. 
Mr. BADGER. I would suggest to my friend 
from Kentucky, as. a compromise about this mat- 
ter, that, with regard to these little verbal amend- | 


ments: to this bill, as we all have our own notions | 


in regard to them, it will be better to take the vote 
upon them; for I assure my friend, that if we take 
up the time in discussing every verbal amendment, 
we shall not pass the bill for two months to come, 


pose intended. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. Fow would 
it meet the view of the honorable Senator who 
moved the amendment to place it in the alterna- 
tive, and let it be names or numbers ? 

Mr. BUTLER. I cannot see the use of taking 
the names; in fact, | am surprised that idea is | 
even entertained. My friend from Kentucky gen- | 
erally has my vote; but upon this matter we see | 
so differently that lam compelled to be at issue 
with him. 

The question being put, the amendment was 
agreed to. f 

Mr. BELL. I desire to ask of the honorable | 
chairman some information. Perhaps I have not 
examined the subject with sufficient care to make j 
a motion to amend any particular column of the | 
tables. 


I wish to ask the honorable gentleman į 
whether, under the head of capital invested, it is 
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any other articles, I think there may be an amend- 
ment made in the social table. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair would 
suggest to the gentleman that that table is not now 
under consideration. ` 

Mr. BELL. I understand that it is. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It has not yet been 
| reached. 

Mr. DAVIS. I can insert the amendment 
i which the gentleman suggests, in its proper place. 

Mr. BELL. It appears to me to be important 
that it should be done, for there is a large invest- 
ment of capital in such implements, particularly in 
machinery used for the manufacture of sugar. I 
supposed, as a matter of course, a place was to be 
provided for the capital invested in agricultural 
| implements and machinery employed on the sugar 
plantations. I believe that thé cost of machinery 
on a single plantation amounts, in many instances, 
to ten, fifteen, and even twénty thousand dollars. 
So of the cotton gins, and the class of machinery 
that is used on the cotton plantations of the South, 
1 do not understand that it is proposed to insert 
ithe valuation of all description of agricultural 
implements and machinery in these tables, but 
only the larger articles. I take it for granted that 
there is to be some limitation as to value, so as to 
exclude the enumeration of articles of compara- 
tively insignificant value. I desire that such a 
proposition shali be inserted, and I thought that 
this was-a proper time for so doing. 

Mr. DAVIS. The honorable Senator will see 
that neither the agricultural nor the social table is 
now under consideration. ; 

Mr. BELL. They are all under consideration, 
1 believe. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It was moved to 
| strike out tables two, three, and five, and insert in 
licu thereof, tables one, four, and six; and that 
motion was adopted. 

Mr. BELL. J submit, sir. 

Mr. KING. 1 wish to call the attention of the 
Senate to a recent amendment, on the motion of 
the Senator from South Carolina. It relates to a 
i matter that 1 suppose many gentlemen here are 
rot so well acquainted with as myself. 1 see by 
the schedule, that the census board is required to 
obtain information as to the places of birth of 
slaves. Now there is no southern gentleman here 
who does not know that it is wholly impracticable 
to obtain information of this description, that will 
be at all satisfactory or reliable. This is in sched- 
; ule number two. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. The last vote that 
| was taken was to strike out the orginal tables 
j one, three, and five, and insert two, four, and six. 
' Mr. KING. I rose at the same time with the 
| Senator from Tennessee, for the purpose of makin 
i the motion which I now propose to make, and 
‘trust it will be received, which is, to strike out 

from the second schedule all that which relates to 
information respecting the places of birth of the 
slaves. I hope that the Senate will reconsider the 
vote incorporating schedule number two, so that 
I may have an opportunity to make this motion. 
Mr. DAVIS. No vote, I believe, has been 


intended that the value of farming utensils and 
machinery, such as cotton gins, and machinery | 
for the manufacture of sugar, shall be ascertained | 
and set down? Is there any place where these | 
items can be inserted? 


I would suggest to the | 


honorable chairman whether an amendmentought |; 


not to be made to this effect, because in the coun- 
try with which Lam acquainted there is a large 
amount of capital invested in these implements. 


Mr. DAVIS. The committee had this subject |: 


under their consideration; and there was a propo- | 
sition to take an account in the original tables of - 
the value of agricultural implements. This seemed 

to embrace all farming utensils of every descrip- i 
tion, and we saw at once that it would be attended 
with a great deal of trouble; and that the informa- | 
tion, when obtained, would not compensate for į 
the trouble and inconvenience attending its collec- | 
tion, If itis deemed desirable, however, to take | 
| 
i 


ture of sugar, or the valuation of cotton gins, or 


taken. 
: The VICE PRESIDENT. The vote was taken 
| upon the motion to strike out and insert, and it 
| was agreed to. 

Mr. KING. I hope that vote will be recon- 
sidered. 

The question being put upon the motion to re- 
consider, it was agreed to. f 

Mr. KING. The proposition wbich I now 
make is to amend schedule number two, by stri- 
_ king out the words “ places of birth.” It is well 
| known that, owing to the natural course of things, 

a great number of slaves are taken from one State 

| to another, and the purchasers of such slaves 
| know nothing about their places of birth, and con- 
sequently it is utterly out of their power to give 
| such information, and if it could be given it would 
be perfectly valueless. They are known to have 
been born within the slave States, but in which of 
them isnot known. ‘There may be afew who can 
tell, but the large majority of them cannot by any 


. 
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they were born, nor give 
such information as. will lead. to any beneficial 
‘result. Fmove therefore to strike it out, as Lpre- 
‘game that no Senator has any idea that it is prac- 
ticable to. procure the information, ör that, if pro- 

„cured, it would be of any earthly use. $ 

:. ‘The question, being put on the motion to strike- | 
‘out the words ‘places of birth,” it was agreed 


possibility say - where 


to.. - 

Mr. KING. I have another proposition to 
make, and Senators, I think, will all: perceive the 
propriety of it. In schedule two are the: following 
words: * If a female, the number of children she 
has had, known to be alive, known to be dead.” 
Now, sir, itis impossible to ascertain the number 
of children upon a-plantation that any woman has 
had: The womaw herself, in nine out of ten cases, 
when she has had ten or fifteen children, does not 
know how many she has actually had. [A laugh.] 
"No, sir, she cannot tell. The owner certainly 
“does not know; the manager of the estate does 
not know, because the managers are frequently 
changed. ‘One or two children may be born while | 
an individual is manager of an estate, and others 


may be born after his place is supplied by another. i 


There is no mode by which you can ascertain 


except through the medium of the woman, and | 


she cannot tell.. Where is the advantage, then, of 
filling up considerable space with this item, and 
swelling the document without getting any infor- 
mation at last? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I hope that 
column. will be allowed ‘to remain, although I do 
not know that itis very material. I do not know 
that the column that has been stricken out is very 
material, ' 

„ Mr. KING. Not at all. 

Mr. DAVIS. Itis very desirable, sir, inasmuch 
as.population is the basis for representation to rest 
upon, that the enumeration should. include this 
particular kind of information. I do not suppose | 
that it is possible to get an enumeration that will į 
be free from error; still there must be an enumera- | 
tion as nearly accurate as can be made. Why 


should we not adopt measures to make it as accu- | 


yate and as certain as we can? Whether these 
little circumstances should be adverted to, to show 
the state and condition of the population, and to 
show the number on every farm, is for Senators 
to decide. I would much prefer, inasmuch as 
considerable printing has been dove, that the tables 
should be allowed to remain as they are. 

Mr. KING. I want the census to be taken with 
as much care as possible. I want allthe people of 
the United States, white and black, to be enumer- 
ated. 1 want to throw no obstacle in the way, but 


I want to save unnecessary expense; and the gen- į; 
tleman admits that this will be unnecessary unless |: 


the returns can be accurate. You have to get the 
number of slaves—every man, woman, and child. 
You have to state the sex and the age. Does not 
this render it as certain and complete ag it can be 


rendered, without going and asking how many |! 


children each woman has had, how many are 
living,and how many are dead? And I say again, 


in respect to this, it cannot be ascertained with cer- |: 


Tt}! 


tainty, ahd it will be an additional expense. 


will swell the volume without being productive of | 
If it would render the census |; 
more perfect 1 would not object to it, but it will į: 


any earthly good. 


not have that effect. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. These tabies, in refer- 
ence to the slave population, which were adopted į 
by the committee, were adopted in compliance with | 
the wishes of southern gentlemen. I will state the | 
object which operated upon the committee in pre- 
senting the various columns in these tables, as a 
whole, and then the Senate will perceive that every 
mutilation which may be made wiil, in all proba- 
bility, operate against the object which induced 
their adoption in the manner in which they have 
been presented. The ‘ names” being stricken out, 
there is one Jess in the connection. Now, in the | 
information which we are in pursuit of, the mere | 
enumeration of the population upon which the 
representation of the country is based was nat 
the only object sought to be attained by the 
committee. 


as the mere basis of representation. They wished | 
to ascertain the condition and resources of the 
country, as an element upon which representation 
ìs to act. This was an object with the committee, 
as well as to ascertain thé basis of representation. 


if 
i 
{ 
t 
i 


commi There are a number of philosophical |: 
inquiries which they were in pursuit of, ss well |, 


Every one knows how the resources of the coun- 
try operate on legislation. We know its import- 
ance in almost every: point of view connected with 
the operations of society. Hence itis, the action 
of the committee on this subject was not confined 
simply to an enameration of the inhabitants, but 
‘to the effect of various localities on health and 
longevity; to the effect of climate, the condition 
of the colored race, and all matters of importance 
in reference to the contemplated object. - You will 
find in these fables that we require, not only the 
age and sex, but the colorof the person; and we 
find in another column the degree of removal from 
pure blood is required to be stated; and this in- 
quiry, in reference to the number of children which 
each woman may have had, I can inform my hon- 
orable friend, was inserted, as far as F know, at 
the instance of a ‘southern gentleman, with a view 
to ascertain certain facts which he told me, but 
which [ donot think necessary to go into here. 
Now, the question is, are you willing to take all 
| this information, with a view to ascertain the laws 
of longevity between the two races—the degrees 
of blood, and other physical Jaws of the races? 
Anda the tables have been constructed, as gentlemen 
will perceive, in reference to age, in reference to de- 
grees of the blood, in reference to the number of 
children, and other tables developing the subject of 
comparative longevity. Now, if the information | 
| ean be obtained, every Senator will see at once the 
| deductions which may be made from it. If you 
do not intend to get the information in its ramifi- 
cations, as |] had suggested, you may as well strike 
i| out the whole table,and send your deputy marshal 
| into a plantation merety to ascertain the number of 
| slaves; so far as the basis of representation is con- 
cerned, and you will then get clear, as has been 
suggested by the Senator from North Carolina, of 
all this increase at the start; and I suppose that the 
Senator from Alabama voted with him. 

Mr. KING. Certainly. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Well, I am vastly sur- 
prised at the course he is taking now. If he suc- 
ceeds in all the amendments that he is proposing, 
f it will come down to the basis of his argument. 
! The committee would not so limit their action on 
i 


the subject, and, in view of these different col- 
umns, a resgonse may be- made to the census 
| takers, which will! embody the information that I 
| have now suggested to you, to enable gentlemen 
| to support or overturn their theories on the sub- 
| ject. I therefore think that you ought to retain 
| the name, age, number of children, and every- 
| thing, if you wish to get at anything that will be 
practically useful hereafter, in reference to this 
class of population. There is one practical use to 
which this information may be applied, as every- 
body knows, and it is insurances on lives. The 
| whole table, in regard to longevity, and everything 
; connected with the number and age of children, 
; will furnish information on which valuable tables 
| may be constructed, if you will continue them for 
a series of years. But, to make any estimates or 
| calculations, they must be continued through a 
series of years, through various decennial periods, 
You.must have a series of facts ascertained in that | 
i way, if you would produce anything valuable from 
them. ‘This is the commencement. If it is not 
proper to begin at all, strike out the whole table, 
and bring it to what my honorable friend fiom 
Alabama wants it to be. 

Mr. BORLAND. I think that all the remarks 


priety of the proposition that was suggested some 
time ago; to strike out everything but the mere 
enumeration of the inhabitants. He has opened, 
sir, a theme of inquiry which is unlimited—one 
which will take all the science of this country to 
explore; and, unless explored by the science of the 
country—by the scientific men of the country—it 
would make no valuable return, Why, we see 
now that no dependence is placed upon the statis- 


of the Senator from Kentucky go to show the pro- || 
i ence, adorned in the interior with instruments of 


| is your practice, sir. 


to individual pursuits, climate, food, everything 
that has an effect on longevity. Not only that, 
sif, but there is one column connected intimately 
with this which requires the census taker to ascer- 
tain the degrees of removal between the white and 
the black races. Now, I respectfully suggest that 
it will require a high degree of science, an acute 
discrimination, to determine anything of the sort. 
I am not aware that physiologists agree on these 
points; and to suppose that any young man whose 
services could be obtained for the paltry compen- 
sation of the deputy marshal, would be qualified to 
determine, for the miserable compensation of two 
cents per individual, these delicate and important 
questions of physiology—the very delicate in- 
quiry as to the influence of pursuits and climate 
on health and longevity—why, sir, it seems to be 
the most extraordinary proposition that I ever 
heard in my life. I say it with all respect for the 
judgment of the honorable Senator, it does pre- 
sent that aspect to my mind. It may be very 
true, and it is true, and no one appreciates more 
than I do that the information is important and 
valuable which the Senator proposes W obtain. 


| But suppose it to be so valuable, and suppose it 


be attainable in the way he proposes, f submit that 
it is beyond the powers of the General Govern- 
ment to do anything of the sort. Are we to erect 
ourselves into a great college of natural science ? 
Are the funds of this Government to be appro- 
priated to the investigation of great natural truths? 
I think we have gone far enough in this celebrated 
Patent Office of ours in regard to this matter. But 
it is proposed we shall go still farther, and estab- 
lish physiological schools and bureaus—I believe 
such is the suggestion. Now, sir, the circle of the 
sciences seems about to be completed by our ac- 
tion; and we are to bring in all systems of physi- 
ology and of natural history—the effect of trades, 
food, climate, situation in life, and their effect on 
the health and longevity of the human race—not 
only the human race in general, but distinction 
between the operation of particular causes upon 
the different classes of men—different races of the 
great family of men. It is undertaking to do that 
which we cannot do, and it is undertaking to do 
it by authority which we bave not got, in my 
opinion. 

As l understand the duty of the Congress of 
the United States in regard to taking the census, 
it is limited by the terms of the Constitution to 
the enumeration of the inhabitants; not one word 
is said about statistics; not one word is said about 
all these matters. No, sir; | réspeetfully suggest 
to the Senator from Kentucky that if he desires to 
geta bill passed before the expiration of the ten 
years that have elapsed since the taking of the last 
census, that he is doing the very thing that will 
defeat that object. If he wishes to get n bill passed 
i in a practical form, so that its requisitions be ful- 
filled, in my opinion the only practicable thing he 
can do is to strike out everything. If he persists 
| in doing more than that, the bill will not be passed 
j in time to go to the various parts of the country 
at the period required by the Constitution. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Thisis not the first time 
that the Government has appointed men to procure 
scientific information, even if that were the object 
of this bill. Why, some years ago they sent an 
exploring expedition around the world, hunting for 
muscle shells and things of thatsort. Look to the 
west, and you will see an expensive building has 
been erected and dedicated to the purposes of sci- 


very considerable size and of great value. Here 
Here is your conduct in time 
past; but now the gentleman gets up and seems to 
be very much alarmed because we direct these 
census takers to obtain a few facts, not on which 


: to build speculative theories, but upon which gen- 


is an individual in the United States who can | 
confidently rely upon the statistical information |! 
then obtained. So far as I am informed on || 
the subject, it is erroneous throughout, and has || 
led to some almost ridiculous conclusions. In- | 
stead of limiting it, we have it now greatly ex- 
tended, not only the ordinary statistics to be ascer- 

tained by the deputy marshal, but we have the | 
whole field of natural science yet to explore. 
They are required to go into the most delicate 
questions of physiology—-to go into an inquiry as | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| meratiomof the inhabitants. 


tlemen who are disposed to enter upon physiologi- 


} e lepen ! cal inquiries may make their own speculations. 
tics gathered in 1840. [am not aware that there || ) 


Now, we are to be alarmed at the idea of sending 
out a set of beardless boys in pursuit of scientific 
information. Why, it is a total misconception, as 
I conceive, of the whole object of the bill, It is 
not proper to strike out, as proposed by the Sena- 
tor from North Carolina, everything but the enu- 

apresed the main 
points had all been settled bythe vote which had 
already been taken, and I am not responsible pgs 
the gentleman from Arkansas intimates, for any 
action of this body in passing the bill. It is not 
my conduct which is to defeat the passage of the 
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bill for weeks and months to come. I have but 
endeavored, in my humble way, to show to the 
Senate the reasons upon which the committee acted 
in preparing thetabjes.. Sir, the census takers can 
easily inquire as to the number.and age of children. 
These are matters of fact of every-day inquiry, and 
can be ascertained without any additional cost. If 
it be important for them to inquire if there are any 
deaf or blind persons; if that information be of any 
service, they can as well make inquiry into other 
matters of fact. It is not a matter of scientific in- 
vestigation at all, but a mere inquiry as to facts— 


popes , 
whether an individual is a quadroon, a mulatto, or į 


any other proportion of blood. It is not supposed 
that these individuals are to go very minutely or 
elaborately into an investigation of the precise de- 
gree. My honorable friend need not expect any- 
thing of that sort. The census taker can make 
inquiry; he can get an answer; not that he is to go 
into a minute inquiry; no one expects any such 
thing. The tables present plain matters of fact, 
and [ do think we need not be alarmed at the idea 
that we are becoming too scientific, of that we are 
about to employ a scientific corps. ‘There is no 
danger of anything of that kind. 

Mr. BORLAND. I did not intend to reflect at 
all upon the honorable Senator. He says that he 
intended to explain. the reasons which operated 
upon the committee in reporting such a bill, It 
was certainly my purpose to animadvert upon 
these reasons, or rather upon their result. 

The honorable Senator has referred to the past 
history of the country—to the practice of the Gov- 


ernment on thia subject, and to the expenditures | 


of money that have been heretofore authorized for 
such purposes. So far from that being in my 
mind an argument in favor of doing this thing 


now—of extending the limits of our operations—it | 


is a strong reason why we should put a stap to 
them. If we have done wrong in the past, I think 
it is high time that we should stop. We have 
done enough, and too much already, in my opin- 
ion. I think there are a great many operations 
undertaken and paid for by the Government that 


can well be dispensed with; and there is no better j 


time for beginning the work of reform than the 
present. Now is the time. Now is the time, not 
biindly to pursue error in the spirit of increased 
error, but to pause. The honorable Senator has 
referred to the building over the way; I apprehend 
that the Government had very little to do with 
that, I suppose, of course, that he means the 
Smithsonian Institution, A 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. No, sir; I mean the 
Observatory, 

Mr. BORLAND. That, sir, I understand is 
connected with our naval establishment; and as 
long as the naval establishment exists, that will 


be necessary for aiding our naval affairs in the ef | 


ficient discharge of their duty—in preparing for 
them useful information. Ido not consider that 
as coming within this category. Abolish that, 
and you may as well abolish the navy itself. It 
is indisputably a part of the naval establishment. 
Mr. SEWARD. 
out will not prevail. It appears to me that the in- 
formation sought to be obtained by this clause is 
essential, and that it will be found to be so. 
interesting to us all, as a question of ,political 
science, to know the actual condition of every 
class of population in this country; and certainly 
it concerns the public, as well as the Government, 
to know the actual relative condition of the differ- 
ent classes of population. As I understand the 
proposition of the committee, they desire to pro- 
cure information in regard to the comparative 
longevity of the white and black races in their 
various conditions. If this information be ob- 
tained, it will be useful with reference to that pur- 
pose. 


reference to the question of comparative longevity. 
It is very desirable that we ascertain whatever 


affects.the social and physical condition of the | 


masses of society. 

But there is another point. There isno woman, 
with great deference to the Senator from Alabama, 
who can have forgotten the number of children that 
she had borne. H it be true, as it is said, that 
there gfe women who do not know whether their 
children be living or dead, and even how many 
they have borne, L should like to ascertain the 
number of such that there are of all races. And I 


I hope the motion to strike | 


It is | 


They desire to ascertain the number of | 
children that each woman has borne, the number ; 
that are living, and the number that are dead, with | 


i holding them in servitude. 


| cannot do anything here without having this inter- į 


desire this information because we have all. cher- 

ished a hope that the condition of African servi- 

tude in this country was a stage of transition from 

a state of barbarism to a. state of improvement | 
hereafter. I wish to know how rapid that prog- 
ress is. I believe it cannot be possible that there 
are any women, even in Africa, who have forgot- 
ten the number of children they have borne. If 
there be any is America who have forgotten that 
fact, so important and interesting to themselves, I 
wish to know it, for the purpose of ascertaining 
the operation of our social system, and the suc- | 
cess of that system as leading to the improvement 
of the African race. I wish to know also what is 
the extent of the education or of instruction that 
prevails, so as to acertain whether they are advan- i 
cing toward that better condition which constitutes 
the only excuse, as F understand, that we have for 


Mr. KING. Iam not atall surprised to hear | 
the Senator from New York attempt to throw an | 
imputation upon the South to answer his own | 
purposes. Sir, what I stated was, that in many | 
instances you could not even get from the mother | 
any correct knowledge of the number of children | 
she had. Go into the white settlements in many 
portions of the country,and you will find women in | 
the same situation. _ It is the duty of the owner of ! 
the slayes to give the information which is required || 
by the law as it now stands, and I only mention ; 
the fact, that the information as to the number of | 
children could not be obtained in every instance, | 
even by going to the mother of the children her- | 
self. Does the honorable Senator mean to say, | 
that all the women of his own State are so highly | 
intellectual, so bright in their perceptions, so acute | 
in their understanding, that they could give simi- ; 
lar information if it were required of them? i 

Sir, I have listened to the Senator’s remarks. [| | 
will not characterize them; respect for myself and | 
this body will prevent me. He comes forward | 
here on all occasions, when the slightest opportu- | 
nity is afforded him, to endeavor to produce a feel- | 
ing of prejudice against that section of country in i 
which I live, in order to minister to that miserable i 
fanatical spirit—— | 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The honorable | 
Senator is out of order. 


Mr. KING. Well, sir, let the Senator keep | 


himself within the bounds usually prescribed to 
members of this bady, and not attempt, by a | 
sneering manner and insidious language, to pro- | 
dace an effect which he dare not do directly. Sir, | 
as regards the amendment which I proposed, my | 
object was simply neither more nor less than to | 
save a useless expenditure; because I knew the | 
difficulty with which the obtaining of such in- ! 
formation must be attended, and I know the inu- į 
tility of it when obtained. It could not be ob- | 
tained, except through the medium of the owner, ji 
and I stated that it could not be obtained, in some | 
instances, even from the mother. Was there any- ij 
thing in that remark to justify the Senator from | 
New York in using the language he did? He; 
wants to know whether any Africans are so ig- | 
norant as not to be able to give correct informa- | 
tion in regard to the number of their children. I, | 
sir, would like to be informed, whether all within | 
the State of New York are so intelligent, so well- : 
informed, and have lived in such a way as to jus- | 
tify the belief that, upon application to them to i} 
know the number of their children, the informa- | 
tion could be obtained ? Go into New York city, | 
or into any portion of the State, and you will find 
persons of that description; and in truth the Sen- 
ator has no justification for the insinuations which |: 
he has thrown ont. 
Mr. SEWARD. I have not attacked the hon- 
orable Senator, and have therefore no explanation 
to make. I have only to say, in reply to the ques- 
tion which the honorable Senator asks me in re- 
gard to the women of New York, that they are 
able to read the question of the Senator, and they 
will read it, and he will not find one, white or black, 
in the State of New York, that has forgotten the 
number of her children. That is my judgment. ° 
For the rest, 1 repeat that I think the information - 
is important for social, political, and benevolent | 
purposes, and I am sincere in desiring that it may , 
be obtained. i 
Mr. RUSK. It is to be regretted, sir, that we | 


minable question brought up. It must, it seems, 
be brought forward when we have only the census 


i 
i 
| 
i 


bill up for discussion. Whenever the: most irrel- 
evant subject—no matier what it may be—is before 
the Senate, remarks of a taunting nature towards 
one section of the Union are sure to be made, cal~ 
culated to produce irritation, and provoke reply 
which must have the effect to throw us wider apart, 
Sir, the information sought to be obtained is of no 
earthly use. When it is obtained, it amounts to 
nothing. It may be used for the purposes of agi- 
tation; it may. be used in stump oratory, to 
awaken prejudices in one section of the country 
against the other, but itis- of no practical value. 

Indeed, you can obtain no correct information an 

the subject. Sir, when our most distinguished 
men from every section of the Union are endeav- 

oring to quiet the troubled waters, and Bring about 
a state of kind feeling in our political relations, every 

accasion seems tobe improved to thrust matters be- 

fore us calculated to increase agitation and arrest” 
everything like an adjustment of the difficulties 
whichzexist. Itis of apiece with the proceeding 
which took place yesterday, whena petition numer- 
ously signed was presented to this body, asking 
Congress to enroll the slaves in the militia of the 
country. Now, isnot this irritating? What is it 
supposed will be the consequence of enrolling them 
into the militia, and putting arms into their hands, 

and that too when prayer is put up by men in 

authority here that civil war, servile war shall 

come, rather that that slavery shall be extended 

into any other territory; or, in other words, that 

the present controversy shall be satisfactorily set- 

ted? Now, I appeal to gentlemen, is it not worse 

than useless to be agitating questions of this de- 

scription upon a bill of this sort? So far as I am 

concerned, I see no kind of necessity for it. The 

henorable Senator from Kentucky says, that the 

procuring of this information is justified, because 

we have sent out an exploring expedition to cal- 

lect scientific information. Sir, are you going 
to make a scientific explorer out of every man 
you send out to take the census? They must have 
their tables to calculate the square root, all the au- 
thorities and means necessary to make physiolovi- 
cal and scientific investigations. They cannot 

carry them without a wagon, and in some places 

they cannot get wagons along, And when you 

obtain the information, its only effect will be to 

increase the expense of publication, and swell 
your volumes of the census to an enormous and 
useless size. In this age of progress we are going 
ahead, it seems to me, of public opinion. ‘I shall 
vote against it, because there is no use init. It is 
an expense entirely unnecessary. If it have any 
effect on the face of the earth, it must be an inju- 
rious one; therefore, I do hope and trust that this 

matter at least will not be insisted upon. We 

havea question involving the institution of sla- 

very before us legitimately. Gentlemen who are 
anxious to commend themselves to their constitu- 

encies, to God, and to the civilized world, can 

discuss that question when legitimately before us, 

without dragging it in upon every occasion when 

it is appropriate. There isa proper time and 

place for the discussion of these matters, when gen- 

tlemen can meet the heavy responsibility which 

rests upon them. 

Mr. BUTLER. Ido think that the remarks of 
the Senator from New York, though delivered in 
a sort of under-tone, calls for special notice. Now, 
sir, he proposes to acquire this information with a 
view to use it in Conéress, of course in reference 
to the condition of this species of population. 
Does the gentleman assume that he has a right to 
legislate upon the social condition of slavery in 
the southern States? Does he wish for the infor- 


| mation as a mere matter of curiosity, or for a pur- 


pose? Ihave to say to the gentleman, that, with 
regard to longevity, comfort, and the supply of all 
the physical wants, the slave population are per- 
haps as well off as any laboring people on earth; 
and, so far as regards this inquisition into these 


| matters, it would perhaps redound to the honor 


of the slaveholder. But I will put one question 
i to the gentleman, and, if he will answer it, I think 
he will refute himself, Would he be willing to 
-insert in the census bill a proposition that, in New 
York, one of these inquisitorial census takers 
| Should. be authorized to go into the houses and ask 
j every woman how many children she had had, 
| 


and ask other questions which may very well be 
| conjectured, but which my regard for decency, and 
other considerations, induce me to forbear men- 
| tioning? Would he, whenhe chooses to institute 


* 
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this inquisition; so far as regards the black popu- 
lation, go to a` mother and ask: questions which 
would: De regarded as indelicate.if put to any white 
woman? Task, is he willing to have the census 
taker go round in his own State, and ask every 
woman how many children she has had? And, 
gir, a gentleman who regards all colors alike ought 
not to make the distinction. Why, he is perfect- 
ly indifferent to color. . He has as high apprecia- . 
tion of a black woman as he has of a white; he 
cannot object, then, to put upon the same level 
white and black, so far as this inquiry is.con- 
cerned. -~ Smeg os oe 

Mr. SEWARD. “As the Senator puts a ques- 
tion to'me, Twill answer it. I have not the least 
Objection in the world to have every woman in 
America asked how. many children she has borne. 

Mr, UNDERWOOD. © This is not my scheme. 
Iam‘not responsible for it. I have already said 
that it wae the plan of a southern gentleman, by 
‘whom it was suggested to me, and f rise now to 
State the object which he had in view. The gen- 
tleman n conversation with me said that he be- 
lieved that a certain class of colored people had 
fewer children than a certain other class; and he 
believed that the average duration of the lives of 
the children of the darker class was longer than 
that of the children of the lighter colored class, or 
the mixéd. And it was for the purpose of ascer- 
taining the physiglogical fact, that he wanted the 
inquiry made. This waa the motive for its inser- 
tion, and it was never dreamed, so far as I know, 
that out of this census bill we were to get up a 
discussion on this slavery question. I never 
dreamed of such a thing. But I have now told 
you the motive which led to the adoption of this 
table; it was to illustrate the trath or falsity of the 
theory on this subject; and really if it could be 
reached in that. way, I acknowledge for one that I 
have a great curiosity to know whether it is so or 
not. If itis not worth while togo into an inquiry 
in regard to the fact, let it be stricken out, but I 
acknowledge if it can be ascertained, it will be 
gratifying to me to reach the truth. 

Mr. RUSK. Ido not think it could be readily 
obtained in the way it is proposed. It seems to 
me, that if you would collect information upon 
matters of this kind, you should form a commis- 
sion of old women or physicians, and send them 
out to make investigations. But it is information 
that is not worth anything. It would be totally 
unserviceable. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, It is not proposed to 
make any minute or abstruse investigation, but 
merely that certain facts shall be reported, which 
may be easily obtained. 


the insertion of this: provision. The proposition 
came not only from a southern gentleman, but 
from an exceedingly intelligent southern gentle- 
man, whose attention had been turned to thts part 
of the subject; and, as- has been well said, if the 
hypothesis out of. which it grew is based on fact 
that can be ascertained, it will not only bea curi- 
ous but useful fact connected with physiological 
research. . That: there may be truth in the suppo- 
sition, may be gathered in part from the remarks 
of my fried from Alabama, [Mr. Kine.] 

Mr: BADGER.» “Will the honorable Senator 
allow me to-ask him a single question ? 
~The VICE PRESIDENT. Itis not in order 
to interrupt a Senator when speaking. 

Mr. BADGER. -I submit, sir. 

Mr. DAYTON. I make no manner of objec- 
tion. The Senator from Alabama says, that from 
his own offservation, the black race is, in his judg- 
ment, longer lived and more prolific than the in- 
termediate classes between the black and the white 
race; and thatas the blacks approximate to the 
whites, and reach to an almost imperceptible 
shade, longevity is much diminished, and the 
power of procreation equally so, if in a certain 
stage it is not entirely gone; that, in a word, the 
mulatto ina certain degree is a hybrid ? 

I am informed, too, that the pure black has, in 
the South, an admitted greater value than the 
mulatto; that he consumes more, and can do more; 
that the power of endurance of plantation labor 
diminishes in proportion tothe admixture of white 
blood; that the mulatto has, in a word, neither the 
better properties of the white man nor the negro. 

These become important physiological facts, if 
they be facts. Professor Agassiz, } believe, and 
others, have even held them and the whites as of 
an originally different race. 1 donot mean to indi- 
cate any concurrence in such opinion, for I have 
no knowledge except tnat which is revealed; but 
Lam willing to institute any proper inquiry con- 
nected with this or any other branch of scientific 
research, especially where it is witheut expense 
and incidental to other matters. The result of 
your inquiries may not have much accuracy, be- 
cause you put it in the hands of persons who 
cannot settle with care the facts; but if you can 
approximate to anything like accuracy in regard 
‘to this matter, it becomes excecdingly interesting 
and important. Indeed, 1 know of nothing that 
can be incorporatéd in these census statistics that 
will be more interesting than this very fact to which 
attention has been called. The committee is cer- 
tainly not liable to the imputation of desiring to 
obtain this information to be used m any way 
against the institutions or the peace of the South, 


Mr. KING. ‘When [made the proposition to 
amend, I had not the most distant idea that it 
would Jead to any discussion on the subject of 
slavery, and I take it for granted that there are not 
half a dozen Senators who supposed it would give 
rise toany such discussion. 1am perfectly aware 
of the object of inserting it, and of the reasons 
that influenced the honorable chairman, as well as 
the other members of the committee. They sup- 
pose it would lead to that species of information 
that would enable us to determine whether the 
really black race or the intermediate colors are the 
longest lived and the most prolific. That was the 
object. Well, that is a matter that is exceedingly 
difficult to be determined upon any information to 
be obtained by the mode proposed; but if it could 
be obtained in realisy, I have no doubt the fact 
would be established that the black race are longer 
lived and increase faster. I merely rose to say 
that I entirely appreciate the motives that influ- 
enced the honorable gentleman and his associates 
on the committee in bringing it forward as they 
did. Ido not think that it is necessary to show 
anything more than what I think I have shown— 
that it is, in the first place, impracticable, and in 
the second place, not at all beneficial if it were 
practicable, and therefore I moved to strike it out. 

Mr. DAYTON. The committee were desirous 
of obtaining information upon this point, and I 
hope our friends on the other side wiil not attribute 
to us any improper motives in insisting upon re-* 
taining this provision in the bill, I think that 
some of our friends of the South are somewhat |i 
too sensitive whenever any question as to the ne- 
gro. race is referred to; 1 hope that they do not 
suppose that any such purpose as they have sug- | 
gested; as inferrible from: the remarks of the Sen- 


| The truth is, I do not know how it can be, I 


cannot see how it can be, employed against the 
South. And if it does not greatly increase the 
expense and trouble attendant upon taking the cen- 
sus, if we can obtain a knowledge of this most 
important physiological fact, let us have the bene- 
fit of it. I would have been glad if another mat- 
ter which has been stricken out, to wit: the place 
of birth of slaves, had been allowed to remain. 
It would have given us a knowledge of the course 
and origin of that kind of immigration; but Í am 
not very anxious about it, nor have I given it 
much attention. In regard to this other matter of 
scientific inquiry, however, if it does not increase 
the trouble and expense, the facts ought to be as- 
certained; for there certainly can be no bad use 
made of them. 

Mr. BADGER. The question which I desired 
to ask of the Senator from New Jersey, if I had | 
been in order, was this: My friend says that if 
this information could be obtained it would be cu- 
rious information. | 


Mr. DAYTON. I went farther. I said it| 
would be useful. 
Mr. BADGER. In the first place it would 


| gratify curiosity, and in the next place my friend 
| said it would be useful. Now, | desire to know in || 


what possible manner the information cenld be i 
made useful. The intimation has been. thrown | 
out that possibly the result might be to give sup- | 
port to the proposition which has recently gained | 
some currency, that the human race is not de- 
scended from one original pair, but that there have 
been different and distinct original races. Well, 
suppose that is proved: To what useful purpose 
does my friend -suppose the fact will apply ? 
Would it-be applied to this: purpose, that, inas- 


ator from New York, was looked to in advocating 


much as we are not all of the same race, the white | 


a 

man does not owe to the black man the extension 
of his charity and benevolence; that, as he does 
not stand connected with him by blood, as spring- 
ing from a common ancestor, he may treat him as 
he would the various races of animals that inhabit 
the earth? Can that be a useful purpose? . Can 
it be useful for the purpose of directing our legis- 
lation now or at any future time? Can my friend 
imagine any way in which the legislation of Con- 
gress can be influenced by the inquiry? Suppose 
it should be ascertained that when two bloods are 
mixed in the proportion of one-half or one-quarter 
with three quarters, or in any other proportion, 
there is great loss of longevity, of vital power, of 
physical energy, what does he propose to do? 
Does he’propose to adopt a system of legislation 
here, in virtue of which these mixtures are here- 
after to be prohibited or restrained? Can Con- 
gress pass any act by which to restrain this incon- 
gruous and deleterious process of mixing the two 
races? Why, according to the notions that pre- 
sent themselves to my mind, if it be a curious in- 
quiry, itis at all events barren of any useful pur- 
pose that can be imagined. An investigation 
about the crispiness of the hair would tend to 
answer the purpose of influencing legislation, 
either present or future, in any supposed contin- 
gency, quite as much as the information attempt- 
ed to be obtained upon this particular topie. My 
friend. says that in proposing or insisting upon 
this, there was no intention on the part of any 
member of the committee to produce an unfavor- 
able result upon the South. Why, sir, no one 
had an idea that there was any such intention; not 
inthe least. ‘The remarks that were called forth 
from some southern gentlemen were not in con- 
sequence of this being in the bill, but in conse- 
quence of incidental observations that were made, 
which were thought by them to be unnecessary. 

Now, if it be merely to gratify curiosity, to 
afford a theme for speculation, that this is to be 
inserted; or if it be to furnish an argument against 
the Mosaic account of the creation of man, it is 
idle, and in every point of view it is utterly useless. 
It seems to me, also, that while pursuing an inves- 
tigation of this character, there is too much of a 
disposition to run into unnecessary details—not to 
have some reasonabie Jimit—and by increasing the 
number of the objects of your inquiry, and multi- 
plying the details of investigation, you are prepar- 
ing a mode, and a very effectual mode, to render 
ali the results that you may obtain under all the 
heads of inquiry unreliable, and consequently mis- 
chievous, because, if unreliable, they may lead us 
to take action that is not warranted. 

Mr. DAYTON. I wil! answer my friend from 
North Carolina in a few words. He has asked 
me, in his usual pointed manner, of what possible 
utility this information would be? Flow did it 
bear on our legislative duties? When | used the 
word “useful,” as appropriate to a matter of 
scientific research, I used it as applicable to the 
particular subject. It is a useful fact in scientific 
research. It is a very important fact in the natural 
history of man. It is an advance in our knowledge 
upon this subject. It is useful, therefore, in refer- 
ence to the particular subject-matter of the inquiry. 
I did not mean to say that it would be useful as a 
means of settling who should marry, and who 
should not marry; but it was useful, as I before 
said, for the particular object, and as to the parti- 
cular subject. Why, sir, my friend near me, 
[Mr. Uxperwoop,] said you sent an exploring 
expedition round the world, and you collected 
together all the plants, and all the shells, and all 
the birds, and beasts, and fishes of distant Jands 
and seas; aye, and information too, respecting 
this question of physiology, the natural history of 
man, if he be only a Patagonian, or something 
even nearer the south or the north pole; that was 


j all useful in its way, and the Government made 


appropriations for that purpose; but as soon as you 
go to ask a question of fact as to the natural his- 
tory of man at home, why, the question is put, 
“of what possible utility can the knowledge of 
that fact be??? Now I submit, with very great 
respect, that this is a useful fact, as well as a 
curious fact, in reference to the particular matter, 
The gentleman asks, “ to what possible purpose 
can it be applied?” I answer, to what possible 
purpose can a thousand other facts in science be 
applied, as far as mere utilitarian purposes are 
concerned. What is the use of certain parts of 
the science of geology, the earth’s stratification, 
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the history of animals that have disappeared from 
the world? By these you may learn a knowledge 
of the age of the earth; you get, literally Speaking, 
the ancient history of the world; but what is the 
use? Sir, Edo not know that you can convert | 
these physiological facts,.if they be so, to any 
actual utilitarian purpose. You cannot effect any 
particular object, but you add to the general mass 
of human knowledge. You search for the dis- 
tance of a fixed star, or its satellites, seen only by 
a telescope, and yet after enough is known for 
navigation, I do not know that you can apply that 
particular knowledge to any very special purpose. 
Of what possible wiltlity is the knowledge of them? 
Where was the utility of the late discovery of the 
new planet, and of a thousand other scientific facts 
and explorations which can hardly be converted | 
to any very practical purpose in legislation. . And 
yet Í suppose it would be perfectly legitimate for | 
our astronomer here at the Observatory to enter | 
upon a series of observations for the purpose of 
ascertaining any of those facts; and if such facts | 
were ascertained, they would be useful—useful, as 
extending the sphere of useful knowledge. That 
was what I meant, when I made use of the word 
“useful,” though I might have used, perhaps, 
‘more precise and appropriate language. 

Mr. BADGER. My friend has made himself 
extremely intelligible now; his curious and useful | 
being precisely the same thing. The discovery of | 
every new fact, whether curious or not, is an en- 
largement of human knowledge; but in his state- | 
ment he said that the fact here would be curious, | 
and besides that, useful also. Now what is his | 
explanation? Why, it enlarges the bounds of 
human knowledge. So does every discovery; but, 
if it cannet be applied to any practical purpose 
under the sun, it is curious, merely—serving to 


gratify the speculation of those who are engaged |; 


in scientific pursuits. This particular knowledge, 
if gained, would be like the discovery of a new 
star as he says—which could not be made avail- 
able for any practical purpose—curious certainly; 
but when the Senator said, in addition to that, that 
the inquiry here would be useful, 1 supposed he 
meant something more. [ take it there is some- 
thing of use implied in the term useful; but now 
it turns out that by “curious”? and “useful”? he 
meant the same thing. Now, Ido not deny that 
upon a proper occasion we may send an explor- 
ing expedition—for the purpose of ascertaining 
curious facts—~around the world; but upon the 
present occasion we are endeavoring to ascertain 
statistical’ information for the benefit of the coun- 
try, and as a country; to aid our legislation, to 
enable us to understand the:condition and state of 
our country, with’a view to governmental action; 
andit turns out that the fact to be discovered has no 
relevancy, no practical purpose to which it can be | 
applied—nothing which either directly or indi- į 
rectly can affect our action in any legislation or : 
governmental capacity. It is, therefore, so far as | 
we areconcerned, at least, a mere curious and not | 
a useful fact or question. 

Mr. BUTLER. In relation to the remarks 
which have been made, perhaps it is just I should 
say that this part of the tables I am inclined to 
think originated with southern gentlemen, and 
I bave never imputed to northern gentlemen any 
design to obtain the information with a view to | 
make war on southern institutions. No one has 
ever supposed any such thing, and I was surprised ; 
that any one should give it any o'her suggestion. 
I now say this much. I know, sir, that there is a | 
discussion going on at this time in the southern | 
portion of the United States—perhaps in the! 
northern portion too—on this very subject. A 
very philosophical discussion is being carried on 
by a very distinguished physician at Mobile, and | 
others, involving the very information, or con- | 
nected with the information that may be obtained 
in this way. Iam utterly opposed, however, to 
using our proceedings here, as a vehicle for infor- 
mation of a philosophical kind for other persons. 
The opinion does obtain, I must say candidly, in 
the southern part of the United States, that the 
mulatto or mixed man is shorter lived than the 
black; but the decided impression is, that he has 
more intelligence—that he rises in the scale of intel- | 
ligence. That is the decided opinion, entertained 
there. These are meré speculative views; but as į 
the Senator from Kentucky wishes to have every- || 
thing given with so much exactness, the census 


| meration. 


ment, to which we must give a Greek name—a 
phrenometer—to measure the line of difference be- 
tween the minds of the black and the white; they 
must have some phrenometrical instrument to 
gratify the curiosity of the philosophers. If it is 
our purpose to pubiish documents to accommodate 
the tastes and views of speculative philosophers, I 
do not see why we should not inquire who has 
most sense, a black man or a mulatto. I believe 
the general opinion is, that the mulatto exceeds the 
black both in intelligence and pride. 1 understand 


of Liberia, is a mulatto, and I believe there is no 
instance of the mulatto coming in contact with the 
black in which he does not assume the superiority, 
These are mere speculations. I believe they have 
originated, in some measure, both at the North 
and at the South. But I rose merely to say that I 
never imputed to northern gentlemen any im- 
proper design in desiring to obtain this information; 
and | was surprised that any northern gentleman, 
or any one else, should ever have given it any such 
direction. - 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Irise to say to the Sen- 
ator from South Carolina, that if he will give us 
this article which he has invented, I will send the 
machine round with the census takers to apply it 
to the minds as well as to the bodies of the popu- 
lation. [Laughter.] 

Mr. DICKINSON. As gentlemen are propo- 
sing to take the admeasurement of mind in those 
of different color, I would simply suggest that it 
be taken by the square root. (Laughter.] 

Mr. YULEE. It is very clear, sir, that this 
| information will not be useful for any purpose of 
legislation; but I think that if it should be the de- 
termination of the Senate to enter on the investiga- 


tee; for, as now proposed, it will be utterly without 
effect in obtaining the desired information. The 
Senate will perceive, by reference to the tables, that 
it is to be applicable only to the slave population 
of the country; whereas, without proceeding fur- 
| ther, it is very well known to every gentleman 
! that the population of the mixed colors is mostly 
belonging to the free classes. Then, sir, it pro- 
poses to inquire simply in respect to the slaves; if 
a female, the number of children; but it does not 
' distinguish whether the female is black or of a 
mixed color. You can obtain no result whatever 
in the direction intended, from anything which 
can come within the return made in obedience to 
these tables. The tables which the committee 
have reported are utterly wide of the object by 
which the Senator from Kentucky says they were 
governed, and a recommittal would be necessary. 


sed. 


tleman from Florida may have some truth in it, 
and a change may be necessary in the table as it 
now stands; but as the table was reported by the 
committee, it gave you the name of the female, her 


everything about her; but you have mutilated it 
so by your amendments that a change may now 
be necessary. 

Mr. YULEE. The name would not have given 
us the coior, whether she was black, ash-color, or 
mulatto, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. The gentleman is quite 
mistaken, there was a column for color. 

Mr. BORLAND. I wish to say but one word 
before the question is taken. I see, sir, in every 
stage in the progress of this discussion, confirma- 
tion of the view which | have held from the first, 
that it should be reduced to the limits of the enu- 
meration. You see at every step the field enlarge. 
We had natural science before, we had statisties 
of every kind, and now the subject of controversial 
theology is added to it. You had before astrono 
my and other branches of natural science involved 
in the discussion; but now -you see controversial 
theology introduced into it, and the whole question 
is becoming so complicated, expansive, and in 


result until everything is stricken out but the enu- 
I must be excused if I trouble the 
Senate too much upen this subject, for I feel on 
account of my own State a very deep interest in 
it, that this enumeration should be taken as the 
Constitution requires it to be taken. We have at 
this time but one Representative in the other wing 


taker will have to carry about with him an instru- 


of the Capitol, and yet with our present popula- 


that the individual now at the head of the republic | 


tion, the bill must be recommitted to the commit- | 


I shall therefore vote to strike out the part pro- | 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. The remark of the gen- | 


color, the number of her children, her age, and | 


volved, that E despair of seeing any practicable ; 


tion, even should. the ratio. be increased. to one 
hundred thousand, would be entitled’. certainly to 
three if not to four Representatives. _I should con- 
sider myself wanting in the duty I owe to my. 
State, if I were to refuse to exercise what feeble 
powers I have for the purpose of facilitating the 
passage of the census bill, seeing that itis being 
loaded down with everything that thé imagination 
of man can conceive of, and that it will be utterly 
impossible to pass the bill in time to comply with 
the requirement of the Constitution, and by that 
means my State will still remain without her due 
representation at the other end of the Capitol. 

l repeat that, under these circumstances, | should 
feel myself wanting in the duty Lowe to my State, 
if I did not exert all my feeble powers to facilitate 
the passage of the bill; and the only course by 
which I see any hope of accomplishing that, is to 
get rid of everything but the performance of the’ 
constitutional duty to take an enumeration of the 
inhabitants of the United States. That is now 
with me the grand aim, the prominent idea, and 
the great duty which I have to perform, although 
I might be willing, on ordinary occasions, when 
it could be done without injury to the public in- 
terests, to engage in these philosophical explora- 
tions, and to appoint a score of philosophical 
men to explore every region of natual science, 
although it is a questionable power, or rather 
not questionable, for I believe we have no such 
power. But, admitting that we have such power, 
and that we might by construction entertain such 
a proposition, and exercise such a power, this is. 
no time to do it, and we cannot do it now without 
serious injury toa great public duty. Therefore 
l hope that all these things will be stricken out of 
the bill, and that it will be reduced toa practicable 
form, and one strictly in conformity with the Con- 
stitution, and that we shall be left to the duty of 
performing our constitutional requirements. 

, The motion to strike out, was then put and car- 
ried. 

Mr. BORLAND. I now move to strike out 
column number ten, headed ‘ deaf, dumb, blind, 
; insane, or idiotic.” 
|| Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. It has been. 
customary hitherto to gather these facts. 

Mr. BORLAND, Iwill only remark that the 
| objections 1 have urged to the others I think 
apply with equal force to this A difficulty would 
arise at once in obtaining the information relative 
to the insane or idiotie. I think that every objec- 
tion urged to the others applies to this. 

The question to strike out was then put and lost. 

Mr. BORLAND moved to strike out column 
eleven, headed ‘the degree of removal from pure 
blood.’’ 

The motion was carried, on division. 

Mr. YULEE. As the table now stands I be- 
lieve there remains nothing but a column for the 
name of the slaveholder, one for the number of 
slaves, anda column for the specification of age, 
sex, andcolor. Now it would be perfectly impos- 
sible to obtain the specific age of each individual 
slave, because if you go on a plantation of one hun- 
dred negroes you are told by the proprietor that 
there are one hundred, but he cannot undertake to 
give the particular age of each of the hundred. I 
| propose to substitute for the whole of that a form 
which i think the committee themselves will adopt 
after the amendments which, have been made in the 
i table. The first column will contain the name of 
li the owner of the slaves; the next the number of 
i! slaves; the next the number of males under fifteen; 
i! the next the number over fifteen; then the number 
j; of males over fifty, and so on with the femaies. 
| That would be the only way to make these general 
i returns, bat it would be perfectly impossible to 
| give the specific age of each slave. I propose this 
|: as an amendment. If gentlemen please, they may 
i add another column of the number of slaves over 
7 the age of eighty. I think it will be found that the 
|| proportion of aged slaves is very great. 

2” Mr. DAVIS, of Masseachussus. If my mem- 
ory serves me, and | call the attention of ihe Sen- 

ate to the fact, there was in former statistic of 

this description usvally a discrimination rising 
! from one to five years of age, five to ten, ten to 
| fifteen, fifteen to twenty, and so on. That has 
‘been done in former censuses, and Í never heard 
li thet there was any particular difficulty in doing it. 
| It has been thought desirable to make the census 
| thas particular in order that we might sce the 
progress of the population, and it has been hith- 
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efto deemed important information, and obtained 
‘without difficulty. ie i pf , 
Now, sir, the proposition as this table stands is 
to bring it to the ‘same result, but. by a litte 
shorter process. It is to take the name of the 
owner and the age and number of the’slaves, and 
when that is-done you have got all the data neces- 


gary when you come to prepare the condensed | 


table or compendium, and`it would be éasy to 


arrange them in any classification that may be de- | 


sirable. It is a much more simple mode, Per- 
haps there may. be a difficulty in obtaining. the 
precise age of all the slaves, but it ean ‘be ascer- 
‘tained certainty with sufficient accuracy, and I 
hope the table will be permitted ‘to stand’as it is. 

Mr. YULEE. The object of the amendment 
is this. The Senate determined ‘to strike out the 
column which contained the names of the slaves, 

“put the cohuran requiring. the specification of the 
age of the slaves had reference to-a column ‘in 
which the. names of the slaves would be recorded. 
The practical difficulty of the table as it now 
stands is, that you would be obliged to go over 
particulars in respect to each individual slave on 
the plantation when there is no necessity for it. 
The table which I propose to substitute answers 
every practical purpose. It gives you the number 
of slaves between the age of fifteen, at which they 
usually commence to work, and the age of fifty 
when they usually do full work, and the number 
of slaves beyond fifty, when they begin to cease 
to be of much use on the plantation. That is all 
which is practically useful to be known in the sta- 
tistics of this description of the population of the 
country. kt seems to me that the amendment 
gives us a compact table, giving us all the in- 
formation we require, and which can be obtained 
with less labor than that proposed by the commit- 
tee, and be more convenient and useful, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. One word in 
reply. l cannot conceive of u more simple mode 
to obwin the end we have in view, than the table 
as it now stands. It is simply, as amended, to 
take the number of the slaves, and their age, sex, 
and color? Now does not every gentleman per- 
ceive that he has here all the information to enable 
him to make any classification he sees fit, in the 
simplest form in which it can be obtained? One 
word more in regard to the publication of the re- 
turns, It is the classification only which is to be 
published, The facts being all obtained, you can 
make a compact classification of these facts, and 
that is what is intended to be published. The ta- 
ble has the simplest. form possible, and L hope it 
will stand, 

Mr. DAYTON, I merely rise to say, that you 
destroy the entire value of these tables, as a matter 
of reference and comparison, by these changes in 
the mode in which you make the returns. By 


changing the mode of making the return every ten | 


years, you destroy the whole value of the statis- 
tics for reference and comparison. Now here is 
the classification ten years ago: slaves under ten 
years of age, slaves over ten and under twenty- 
four, slaves over twenty-four and under thirty-six, 
slaves over thirty-six and under fifty-five, slaves 
over fifty-five and under one hundred, slaves over 
one hundred. Now, if you adopt the amendment 
proposed by the Senator from Florida, you change 
the mode of classification, and no comparisons can 
be made, none at all; but as it now stands the table 
enables you to make the comparison, for you can 
make the classification as well from the return in 
this form as in that of the last census. 

The amendment submitted by Mr, Yutes was 
then rejected. 

‘Phe question then recurred on the motion to in- 
sert table two, as amended, which was adopted. 

‘The question then recurred on the motion to 
strike out the whole of the bill after the enacting 
clause, and insert as an amendment the bill sub- 
mitted by Mr. Dawson. 

Mr. BELL proposed to amend table number four 
of the originai bul, by adding a column for “the 
value of machinery on plantations.”? He said, I 


will only repeat what I said before, that it seems | 


to me there is a large amount of capital vested in 
nachinery and applied to agricultural purposes, 


such as for the cleaning of cotton and the manu- | 


facture of sugar, not embraced in any other table. 
l believe the chairman of the committee will not 
object to the amendment. 

Mr. DAVIS. No, I am quite willing to accept 


it, 


| 


' here, and only one year; 


| cultural papers, and farmers in the western coun- 


‘Mr. BELL. Perhaps upon each sugar planta- 
tion there are ten, fifteen, or twenty thousand dol- 
lars’ worth of machinery. 

Mr. BORLAND, (in his-seat.) On some plan- 
tations there is as much as ‘fifty thousand dollars’ 
worth. À 

Mr. BELL. On the cotton plantations also the 
machinery is very-valuable. My objectis to show 
the resources of the country and the wealth em- 
ployed: in planting. There isa table exhibiting 
the amount invested in manufactures, and it is but 
right-and proper that the amount of capital vested 
in machinery of this description on plantations 
should be reported, as it is also a portion of the 
wealth and resources of the country. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Iwill make one sugges- 
tion to the gentleman who offered the amendment. 
This matter was considered pretty extensively by 
the committee, and there was a column embracing 
the subjects which he has now in view in the ori- 
ginal tables presented, and which was left out, and 
which was headed * the value of farming imple- 
ments and machinery.’ The reason for leaving 
it out was, that we thought that if we went into 
the investigation of every plough, and hoe, and 
cart, and every agricultural implement upon the 
plantations, that it would take more time to get the 
information, perhaps, than to enumerate the in- 
habitants; and l now wish to suggest to my friend 
from Tennessee, whether he will not modify bis 
amendment by adding ‘ when it exceeds five hun- 
dred or one thousand dollars.” 

Mr. BELL. The amendment is limited to ma- 
chinery. : 

Mr. DAVIS, 
the plantations, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. That will do; 1 am sat- 
isfied. 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. DAVIS. The heading as it stands I think 
is not well devised for obtaining the information 
sought for. l therefore propose, before the word 
animals, to insert the words “value of,” and strike 
out “fatted and sold for,” leaving the word 
“slaughtered,” so that it will read ‘*value of ani- 
mals slaughtered during the year.” 

The question was taken on the amendment, and 
it was agreed to. 

“Mr. CHASE. I wish to move an amendment, 
to insert two columns, one showing in what crop 
there has been a partial or total failure, and the 
other showing the average product of the crops. 

Mr. DAVIS. If the Senator will turn to page 
six, he will find a column with these questions: 
First, “Has this season produced average crops?” 
Second, “What crops are short?” And third, 
“To what extent??? These questions, I think, 
will cover all the information desired. 

Mr. CHASE. Well, then, instead of pressing 
that motion, I will withdraw it, and move to insert 
this inquiry, ‘What is the average crop??? My 
reason for wishing to insert this question in the 
schedule is, that wheat is quite an important item 
to the people of the western country, and it will 
be desirable to that portion of the country to have 
information upon this subject. 

Mr. DAVIS. The Senator, if he will examine 
the schedule, will perceive that the first question 
is, “Has this season produced an average crop?” 
I do not think you can make it any beter. 

Mr. CHASE. | do not know that I can; but J 
think it will be a little more satisfactory to the 
farmers of the West, if the Senator will agree to 
the suggestion. I understand these schedules 
were made up by the Senator from Minois, for 
the purpose of bringing forward this general idea. 
The questions in the schedule reported by the 
committee are these: t Has this season produced 
average crops? What crops are short? And to | 
whatextent?”” It will cover it if you add, after 
‘to what extent,” “the average crop,” We now 
get the amount of one year by the schedule given | 
whereas, by ‘the aver- 
age crop”? we get.what is very desirable to have 
known; and I know that the conductors of agri- į 


Ir is limited to the machinery on 


try generally, feel a great degree of interest in 
these questions. If my friend will agree to this 
amendment, I know that it will satisfy them. My 
amendment is, to add after the words «$ to what 
extent,” the words ‘and what is the average 
crop per year.” 


Mr. RUSK. I shall vote against this amend- 


April 9, 


ment; yet, if there was a reliable plan by which 
this information could be obtained, I should vote 
for it, and for ample means to obtain it; but in 
place of benefiting this bill, I think such amend- 
ment will be a great injury to it. 

Mr. DAVIS. I will put the Senator in pos- 
session of the plan of the committee. This sixth 
table, called the social table, has no reference to, 
and is not connected with, any individual or any 
individual’s farm, but it is designed that the ques- 
tion should be answered for a county ora town, 
or a section of country; as, for example, you go 
into a township, and there you have persons to 
take these statistics, who will ascertain from the 
best sources of information they can, what is the 
average crop of wheat or any other crop, whether 
it falls short, and. if so, to what extent. This 
question is to be put as to a town, if you please; 
or a county if you please; and that is the mode by 
which this average is to be ascertained, which is 
supposed to be much more correct than any in- 
quiry made as tòa particular farm. All useful 
statistics are to be got more or less in that way-— 
those which relate to wages, to paupers, or to 
crime. This information is to be collected in a 
mass—that is, for counties and towns. 

Mr. RUSK. Junderstand that. I think stilt 
the same objection applies to it; but, as I said, I 
would vote for it if we could get information with 
accuracy, so thatit would be reliable. But will 
this plan be so? The marshal and his assistants 
can inquire of just whom they choose, and an 
answer may be given, under a feeling of ambition 
to make a larger amount, or, on the other hand, it 
may be given withoutany regard to truth. I think 
the information cannot be reliable. There is no 
time given to the marshal to do this; and F think 
you will find that a mass of matter will be col- 
lected, even if he has it, that will be useless. 
There are other means of obtaining this informa- 
tion which I think are better; the agricultural so- 
cieties are much more reliable, and the Commis- 
sioner of Patents is collecting information of this 
sort, and I certainly would prefer relying on that. 
If this plan is adopted, you will stop the other 
sources, which are more reliable, in my opinion, 
than this, which appears to me to be a complicated 
system, and one which will add a great expense to 
obtain it, and after allit will be a sort of informa- 
tion not reliable. If it were reliabe, how is it to 
be used? The publishers of newspapers cannot 
go to the expense of publishing a mass of matter 
that would fill many volumes, and circulating it 
among the people. If information is to be had on 
this subject that is reliable, it will have to be ob- 
tained through the agricultural societies, or you 
will have to go toan enormous expense in pub- 
lishing matter which will never be read. If there 
was some plan of obtaining information with ac- 
curacy, it would be important to have it, for it is 
desirable in itself and would be creditable to the 
country; but I think it is totally impracticable. 

Mr. DAVIS. 1 wish to say that the assistant 
marshals are to have districts not exceeding twenty 
thousand persons; they are compelled, by the very 
terms of the ac go to every farm in that dis- 
trict, and if they visit every farm and inquire what 
is the crop of wiieat usually raised on the estate, 
they will certainly have the means of making out 
what is the average crop, and this too without 
essentially impeding their operations; provided 
those who give the information can be relied upon, 
their information will be correct. Now, if you 
get this information from the newspapers, you 
must first take it from those who raise the prod- 
ucts, and it seems to me the plan is as reliable as 
any that can be devised. 

Mr. SHIELDS. The oniy object I have in 
urging this is, that the information may be given 
which will be correct as to one section of the 
country. Last year, unfortunately, we had a 
short crop, aud the inquiries made in the amended 
form will better suit our people. Our editors are 
writing to us to secure this amendment, and we 
think it important to have it passed. 

The question being taken on the amendment, it 
was agreed to. 

Mr. PEARCE. I wish to suggest an amend- 
ment to the first section of the bill. This section 
provides that the returns shall be made by the 
marshal to the Secretary of the Interior by the Ist 
of October. A subsequent section provides that 


the assistants shall make their returns to the mar- 
shals before the Ist of October. But between the 
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time of the returns to the marshal by the assist- 
ants, and the time when returns are to be made to 
the Secretary of the Interior, a comparison and 
arrangement must be made by the marshals. 
Now, if the returns of the assistants are delayed, 


as they may be, till near the Ist of October, it |i 


will be impossible for the marshals to have their 
returns made out at that time. I move, therefore, 
to strike out the words “1st of October,” and to 
insert the words “ Ist of November.” 
Mr. DAVIS. I think that will be necessary. 
‘The question was taken and the motion agreed 


to. 

Mr. CHASE. ‘There is another amendment to | 
which I should like to obtain the assent of the i 
Senate and the chairman of the committee; it is to 
ascertain the amount ofa product which is becom- 


ing quite important in the State of Ohio, and other | 
States of the West, and which is entirely omitted |) 


in these tables; I refer to the product of wine, | 
though perhaps I am not so much interested in | 
that product as some other Senators. | 
Mr. DAVIS. 1 think the Senator will find that į 
is in the bill. | 
Mr. CHASE. I see that in schedule four, in the 
fortieth column, cider wine is pat in; I would 
amend so as to make it cider and wine. I do not 
know what cider wine is, unless it is cider cham- 
agne. i 
Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I wish to ask a 
question. If the amendment proposed stands in 
one column with the conjunction “and” we will 
then have the items of wine and cider put both 
together, and we will have information which will 
be of no use in regard to either of these articles. 
How can this amendment be of any value unless 
we have two distinct columns ? | 
Mr. CHASE, When l saw the column headed | 
cider wine” I supposed it must mean ‘cham- 
pagne.” Now, if cider manufactured into cham- | 
pagne is worthy of being made a subject of inquiry 
—I do not know that the Senator from New Jer- 
sey feels any particular interest in this particular 
item, [laughter,]—then I think that wine made | 
from the grape should have a fair consideration. 


wine,” in schedule four, column forty, and insert į 


after column thirty-five the word ‘ wine.” E 
| 
| 


Mr. DAYTON. ‘The Senator from Ohio says | 
that the wine made in that State is made from | 


grapes. That is some information; for I did not | 
know whether it was so or not. 

Mr. DAVIS. The committee would have been | 
glad to have given this article a separate column; | 
but they found themselves under the necessity of 
crowding into this social table some five or six 
added columns; and the difficulty now is, that 
there are more columns than can conveniently be 
arranged upon one sheet of paper and leave room 
enough to put figures in. They cannot be multi- 
plied nor added without producing inevitable con- 
fusion. There seemed to be so much important 
matter in relation to various manufactures and 
machinery that we were under the necessity of 
crowding many articles of minor importance to- 
gether. . / 

Mr. CHASE. The motion I made was to 
strike out the column headed ‘ cider wine,” and 
add a column for wine. 

Mr. DAVIS. Move to strike out cider, if you 
want to get rid of that. ; 

Mr. CHASE. I believe I understand my own 
motion. This whole column relates to what is 
sold during the last year. I propose to put the | 
amount of this article which is produced during a 
year in a separate column. If it remains in the | 
column where it is, we do not get the amount pro- | 
duced. i 


i 
| 
Mr. DAVIS. The wine is mainly sold, I sup- | 
ose. 
l Mr. CHASE. It is sold after some years, but 
we do not get the amount of produce by the | 
amount of sales at all; we may get the sale of the 
article produced years ago. We have in the; 
county in which I reside five hundred acres in the } 
grape culture, and the quantity is Increasing, and | 
the culture becoming more important; and if any | 
product is entitled to be taken it is this. Placing į 
it where it is, we only get the quantity sold, and | 
not the quantity produced, which isa very different | 
thing. I hope, as it does nothing but merely take | 
this out of one column and put it into another, the | 
Senate will agree to the amendment. | 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. | would suggest that i 


! reference to the growth of grapes. 


į come from the quarry. 


‘the Senator will fully accomplish his object by 


adding the word “and.” It is very easy to repre- 


-sent the matter by a “ W” for wine, and a “O” 
for cider. 


Mr. HALE. But that column is under the 
head * produce sold.” 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Well, if you want the 
words ‘* produce raised” and not “ sold,” all you 
have to do is to put the word, “and”? between 
them, and you will have it. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
offered by Mr. Cnass, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. BORLAND. Lriseto offer an amendment to 
schedule four. I am opposed, indeed, to all amend- 
ments, and am in favor of striking out the whole 
bill, except the enumeration; but as we are to go 
into an extensive system of statistics, I propose to 
add a column for the purpose of ascertaining a 
matter of great interest to the State I in part repre- 
sent; and I hope the honorable Senator from Ken- 
tucky will not think the paper is already too 
crowded to admit it. This is a very important 
product in my State, particularly in my county. 
I agree with the honorable Senator from Ohio in 
T have a great 
interest in that. I hope the Senators from Kentucky 
and Massachusetts will extend their kindness to 
the State of Arkansas and insert a column so that 
we can ascertain the number and weight of whet- 
stones produced in that State. [Great laughter] 
I would add another column for this purpose, to 
be numbered forty-eight. 

Mr. CHASE. I would suggest whether that 
column should not come in immediately after the 
column for axes. 

Mr. BORLAND. It makes no difference where 
it comes in, provided it is there. I believe the 
State of Indiana is interested in this article; 1 have 
understood that a large number were produced 
there. I offer the amendment to add a column, to 
be headed, ‘number and weight of whetstones,”’ 
and as some gentlemen seem to think it is not a 
serious matter. f 

Mr. DAVIS. 


{ would suggest, if he is serious 


y v ion. | that the article should be noticed, that it comes 
Į will move therefore to strike out the word “ cider | 


under the head of manufactured products; perhaps 
not the weight, but everything relating to the value 
does. g 

Mr. BORLAND. Perhaps the larger portion 
of those sent out of my State are not manufac- 


tured; they are sent out in a raw state, as they 
T beg leave to say | am 
serious; and strange as it may strike the minds of 
Senators, it is in my State a very important prod- 
uct, and will be more so every year. In the 
county in which f reside, I take occasion to say, 
it is the principal product, and is the principal arti- 
cle of export from that county. (Laughter.] 

Mr. DAVIS. The Senator will perceive, by a 
glance at schedule five, that there are a number of 
questions in relation to products of industry; and 
as this comes strictly under that head, I am sure 
he must see that ample provision is made for as- 
certaining all about ‘* whetstones.” [Laughter.] 

Mr. BORLAND. I am too much opposed to 
the whole bill to insist very earnestly on this 
amendment, but I do hope that this article will be 
provided for, if others of certainly much less im- 
portance are to be provided for. 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 
and it was decided in the negative. 

Mr. KING. I believe that the proposition 
made by the Senator from Georgia is under con- 
sideration, which is to strike out and insert. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 1t is under consid- 
eration if all the amendments are made. 

Mr. KING. I suppose the original proposition 
of the Senator from Massachusctts and the 
amendment of the Senator from Georgia are both 
subject to amendment. I observe that a provision i 
is made for the marshal executing the duties him- | 
self, in place of the assistant. The bill itself does 
not make provision for that. I propose that the 
marshal shall take charge of the subdivisions when 
he can do so without any interference with the 
provisions of this act. I wish simply to make it 
conform to the other provisions of this bil. ; 

Mr. HALE. What section is it? 


Mr. KING. Itis the end of the third section | 
of the bill as offered as an amendment by theSen- | 
ator from Georgia. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. It is moved to 


| far as possible. 


amend the proposed substitute for the original bill, 


and insert at the end of the third section- the fol- 
lowing words: : 

i Provided, that the marshal may take the eensns of one 
of said- subdivisions. when he.can do.so without prejudice 


to the duties enjoined upon him by this act.”” 


The question was then taken on the amend- 
ment, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. DICKINSON. [move to insert after the 
word ‘ therein,” in the fourth line of the fourth 
section, the words ‘* subject to the approval of the 
circuit or district judge of said district.” The 
object of the amendment is to establish a check on 
the power of appointment of the marshals—to 
require the proposed deputies to be submitted to 
the approval of the judge of the district. The 
power of appointment proposed in the bill, in my 
opinion, is too extended to be given to any indi- 
vidual without some check upon its exercise. At 
all events, thisamendment, if it does not result, as 
I believe it will, in much good, can dono harm. 

Mr. BORLAND. I wish to inquire of the 
Senator from New-York as to the operation of his 
amendment. As l understand it, the power of 
approval is given to the circuit or district judge. 
Now, the marshal is a federal officer within my 
State, as is the district judge of the United States. 
We have circuit judges of our own Government, 
and the question is, whether this power over a 
federal officer is to be devolved on the State courts? 

Mr. DICKINSON. Certainly not. Ido not 
wish to devolve on a State officer duties which he 
has no right to discharge. 

Mr. DOWNS. [ think it is better that this 
amendment should not be adopted, inasmuch as it 
will tend to delay the operation of the bill. Some 
of the districts are very large—as, for instance, the 
western district of Louisiana, some five hundred 
miles in extent—and it would occupy much time 
for the marshal to bring all his appointments be- 
fore the United States judge for confirmation, 
And, when he got there, he would probably find, 
if it was in the summer time, that the judge had 
gone to New York. Besides, it is not usual to 
require these appointments to be approved by 
the judges, they being usually made by the mar- 
shal on his own responsibility. He goes over 
the State, and has a better opportunity to judge of 
the fitness of his deputies. The amendment can 
produce no good, and will lead to delays that may 
defeat the taking of the census altogether, 

Mr. DICKINSON. It will subject the marshal 
to some trouble, no doubt, but to none that is 
very material. But, as to bringing his deputies 
miles to go before the judge, he would not be 
obliged to go a rod. All he would have to do 
would be to select his names, and submit them to 
the circuit judge, and let him act upon them. As 
to appointing his deputies on his own responsi- 
bility, so does the President make appointments 
on his own responsibility, but he submits them to 
the Senate for approval. The amendment will not 
resultin any serious delay, and I think operate as 
a salutary check on the exercise of this power of 
appointment. 

Mr. HALE. I hope the amendment will not 
be adopted. One of the great evils in this coun- 
try, deplored by many gentlemen, 1s the mixing 
up of the judges of our higher courts into political 
controversies and quarrels. It was thought to be 
a great evil that a judge on the bench of the Su- 
preme Court should ever be a candidate for the 
Presidency; and yet it is now proposed to drag 
the district and circuit judges from their high 
duties into this little petty business of the ap- 
pointment of deputy marshals ail over the United 
States. It seems to me to be bringing them into 
a vortex from which they ought to be removed as 
Besides, if you adopt this amend- 
ment, it will not control the marshal. He can 
nominate, and the judge may reject, and then he 
can nominate again. Any delay of this kind will 
defeat the operation of the bill, and I hope, there- 


i| fore, it will be left-as it is. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I will merely 
say that this bill, in this matter of appointment, 
follows the usage of the Government ever since 
the first census was taken. 

Mr. DICKINSON. Thedistriet judge has now 
power to remove a deputy marshal, and 1 but pro- 
pose that ne shall do in this special case what he 
has now power to do under the general law. 

Mr. BRIGHT. The effect of this amendment 
will be to embarrass greatly the oficer upon whom 
we throw the responsibility of taking the census. 


680 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


cate 


The iwarshal is made responsible for the faithful 
and accurate discharge of his duty in- connection 
with this branch of the public service. The time 
for the discharge of these duties is limited by this 
bill, and rigid penalties are imposed on the various 
marshals’ in the event of their non-performance.. 
Iocan imagine that these marshals would be greatly 
embarrassed’by giving the judge. or any other per- 
son supervisory power over. the appointment. of 
their deputies.~ Being, made responsible for the 
discharge of their duties, it is but just that he 
should’ have the full power to select his deputies. 
The circuit judge in the case referred to by the 
Senator from New York [Mr. Dickinson] merely 
confirms the appointment of those who have power 
to serve process and exercise the duties of assistant 
marshals in the circuit courts, but may have no 
power over those assistant marshals appointed to 
take the census. I hope under the circumstances 
the Senator from New York will withdraw his 
amendment. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I know the judges have ij 
nosuch power now, but I propose to give it to them. 
I prefer that the question shall be taken on the 
proposition. . 

Mr. DOWNS. The Senator from New York 
has by no means satisfied me, and J hope he has 
not satisfied the Senate, that his amendment is 
advisible. If the Senator had had the experience 
of some of us, of the delays incident to such a 
thing as he proposes, in the new States of sparse 
population, he would not insist upon his amend- 
ment. The law now requires the United States 
District Attorney or Judge of the Circuit Court to 
approve of all bonds given to the United States, 
and I have repeated instances where months of! 
delay have occurred from not having these officers 
at hand. Therefore, I think thé adoption of this 
amendment would result in the most serious de- 
lay in the carrying out of the. bill. Itis a very 
strange idea to vest this power of appointment in 
two individuals, separate and distinct, who cannot 
confer together. Whe marshal can know in his 
journeys across the State, who are the fit persons 
for his deputies, but how is the judge to obtain 
any such information? 

Mr, BALDWIN, Asinglesuggestion. In my 
judgment it is not competent for Congress to impose 
on the judges of the United States any duties but 
such as are recognized to be within the province | 
of judicial conduct; and if we undertake to impose ! 
this duty upon them, the probability is that most, | 
if not all, of the judges will decline to discharge it. 

Mr. FOOTE, I move that the Senate adjourn. 

Cries of “ Question,” “ question.” ! 

Mr. FOOTE. I will withdraw the motion if | 
there is any prospect of the question being taken. 

The question was taken on Mr. Dickinson’s 
amendment, and it was rejected. 

Mr. ATCHISON. I now move that the Senate 
adjourn, 


li 
i 
| 
i 
| 


Several SENATORS. 
with the bill. 

The motion to adjourn was rejected. , 

The question was then taken on Mr. Dicxinson’s 
amendment, and it was adopted. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. I move to amend the 
substitute by adding, as an additional section, the 
following: A TIET 

Beit further enacted, That the preparatory printing ren- 
dered neces-ary by this act, so far as the saine is not already 
done, shall, in order to give dispatch to business, be done 
under contract with.the census board, on fifteen days’ no- į 
tice, by the lowest bider. > 

Mr. BORLAND. This is a subject which I 
think ought not to be passed without consideration. 
It involves more, perhaps, than Senators are aware 
of, in the consideration of this bill. The whole 
question of the public printing will be under con- 
sideration to-morrow, and it can be considered 
then. It involves, also, the question of how much 
printing has been done, and what kind; and I do 
think it is a question which will require discussion. 
I do not think we have time to consider it now, 
and I move that the Senate adjourn. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


Oh no, let ‘us go through 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Weonespay, April 10, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
THE GALPHIN CLAIM. 


The SPEAKER said he had received a com- 
munication from Mr. McLanauan, a member of 
the select committee appointed to investigate the 
Galphin claim, stating the fact of his necessary 
absence from this city, and asking to be excused 


from service on the said committee. The Speak- | 


er was understood to say (though turning to the 
other side of the House, he was doubtfully heard) 
that the Chair had no power to supply the vacan- 
cy, unless by direction of the House. 

‘Mr. BURT moved that Mr. McLananan be 
excused from service on the said committee, and 
that the Speaker proceed to appoint another mem- 
ber in his place, 

The motion was agreed to; and the Chair ap- 
pointed Mr. Mann, of Pennsylvania, to fill the 
vacancy. ; 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, asked the unani- 
mous consent of the House to report back from 
the Committee on Indian Affairs, the joint resolu- 
tion from the Senate, to authorize the payment of 
$12,000 to the Winnebago Indians; with the view 
of having it referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Objection was made by Mr. DUER. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, inquired of the 


| Speaker, what was the regular order of business? 


The SPEAKER. It is the call of the commit- 
tees for reports; and the question pending before 
the House is on a report heretofore made from the 


The motion to adjourn was rejected. 

Mr. BORLAND. I move to amend the thir 
schedule by striking out the eighth column, th 
heading of which is, ‘* Diseases or causes of death.” || 
Now, sir, I hold that it is impossible to obtain that | 
information. $ 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair begs 
leave to state that this whole schedule has been | 
stricken out by the committee, and another substi- | 
tuted for it. 

Mr. BORLAND. I was not aware of that. 

Mr. FOOTE. I move that the Senate go into 
Executive session. 7) 

Mr. HALE. Irise to a question of order. Is | 
it in order while a question is pending to make |) 
such a motion? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is not in order 
while a question is pending on the bill. The ques- 
tion then recurs on the motion to strike out all after 
the enacting clause of the bill and to-substitute in 
lieu thereof the proposed amendment. 

_ Mr. DICKINSON. f would inquire whether, 
in the opinion of the Chair, the substitute would be 
amendable after its adoption ? 

The VICK PRESIDENT. It would not. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I now move to strike out 
the words ‘Secretary of the Interior ” wherever 
they occur in the bill, and insert in lieu thereof the 
words “t Census Board.” 

Mr. FOOTE. As this motion will evident! 
produce an extended and very animated debate, 
beg leave to move now thatthe Senate adjourn. 


d 
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! or from disease co 
| That the army rolls showing the dcath 


Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Mr. McLANE said that there were a number 
of important reports to be made. He felt it to be 
his duty, therefore, to insist on the regular order 
of business. 

Mr. GOODENOW desired the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to make a motion. Objected to. 


PENSIONS. 

The House then proceeded to the regular order 
of business. 

The SPEAKER stated the unfinished business 
to be the joint resolution heretofore reported from | 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, enti- | 
tled “A joint resolution explanatory of certain acts 
therein mentioned;”’ which was read as follows: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the 
provisions of the second section of the act entitled * An act 
‘amending the act entitled, “An act granting half pay to 
‘widows or orphans, where their husbands aud fathers 
‘have died of wounds received in the Military service of 
‘the United States,’ Y approved July twenty-one, cighteen | 
hundred and forty-eight, exteuded by the act of February 
twenty-two, eigateen hundred and forty-nine, shalt be con- | 

d to embrace the widows and orphans of all persons | 
nated therein, who died while in actual service in th 
late war with Mexico, or in going to and retarning from th 

ame: and also to the widows and orphaus of all such per- 
sons as, baving been honorably dis harged, or having re. | 
signed, shall have died efter the pa ge of said last-emen- | 
tioned act, or who may hereafter die, of wounds received, i 
atiacted, while in said service: Provided, ! 
Phat | he of any of said per- į 
sons in the army, shall be sufficient evidence to establish 


that fact. 
And the question immediately pending was on i 


the demand heretofore made for the previous 
question. i : 

The question was taken, and the affirmative 
vote was declared to be 65. 

The noes were not counted. 

The SPEAKER said that there was a second. 

Mr. CASEY inquired of the Speaker whether a 
quorum had voted? 

The SPEAKER said the negative vote had not 
been counted. But ifthe gentleman called for a 
count, the Chair would count. Did the gentleman 
insist on a count? 

Mr. CASEY said he did. 

The negative vote was then counted, and was 
declared to be twelve. 

No quorum voting. =. 

Tellers were asked and appointed, (Messrs. 
Carvin, of Pennsylvania, and Jounson, of Ar- 
kansas. ) 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, requested the 
Speaker to state what the question was. He 
(Mr. J.) could find no member in that part of the 
House who knew anything about it. 

The SPEAKER stated the question. 

Mr. BOYD called for the reading of the resolu- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER said that if gentlemen would 
allow order to be restored in the Hall, and would 
pay attention to the resolution when it was read, 
it would not be necessary to repeat the eall for its 
reading. ; 

Mr. WALDO said if he could have the unani- 
mous consent of the House, he would briefly 
explain the objects of the resolution. 

No objection having been made, . 

Mr. W. said that the resolution had reference to 
two classes of cases, concerning which there was 
now some difference of opinion. The first embraced 
the widows and orphans of the officers and soldiers 
that died in actual service in the late war with 
Mexico, or in going to and returning from the 
same; and the second embraced the widows and 
orphans of those officers who, having been honor- 
ably discharged, or having resigned, had died 
since the passage of the acts mentioned, or who 
might hereafter die, of wounds received or from 
disease contracted while in said service. Persons 
in the first class, applying for the five years’ half 
pay of a husband or father, were required to prove 
not only the death of the person on account of 
whom the claim was made, but they were also 
required to prove that such death was actually 
occasioned by reason of wounds received or discase 
contracted while in the line of his duty. Lt had been 
supposed, that the act of February 22d, 1849, was 
intended to relax this rule, and to require no other 
proof than the death of such person while in ser- 
vice. The language of that act continued Mr. 
W. is somewhat ambiguous, and it has been so 
construed as to leave this rule in force. A strict 
observance of this rule often operates as a denial 
of a just claim, for it not only requires the appli- 
cant to prove a fact that happened in a foreign 
country, but it requires proof of a fact next to an 
impossibility, to wit, the cause of the person’s 
death. To relieve the helpless, and many times 
indigent, from this burden, and to carry out the 
true meaning of the act of February 22d, 1849, 
| this resolution provides that the provisions of our 
present laws shall embrace the widows and or- 
phans of persons designated in the acts specified, 
who died while in actual service, in the late war 
with Mexico. So that the applicant being other- 
wise entitled, will only be required to prove the 
death of the person from whom he elaims, with- 
out being required to prove the cause of such 
death. 

In relation to the second class: As the law is 
now understood, the widow of an officer who was 
hovorably discharged, or who resigned, and after- 
wards died of wounds received, or from a disease 
contracted in service in the line of his duty, can- 
not receive the benefits of said acts, which she 
; might have done but for such discharge or resigna- 
| tion. This resolution embraces this class of cases, 
and places the widow and orphans of such officer 


| Upon the same ground they would have stood if 


such officer had not been discharged or had not 
resigned. In this case, proof must be made that 
the death was occasioned by reason of wounds 
received or from a disease contracted while in said 
service. 

This resolution will increase the number of pen- 
sioners a little, and as a consequence will enlarge 
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the appropriation for the payment of- pensions. 
But the amount will be inconsiderable, and as it 
will carry out the humane provisions of our pres- 
ent laws, I sincerely hope it may pass. I have 
simply stated the objects of the resolution without 
urging any reasons for its adoption. 

Mr. SACKETT said he desired to say a word. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can be in- 
dulged only by unanimous consent. 

Objection was made. - 

The question was then taken on the demand for 
the previous question. : 

The affirmative vote stood, ayes 94; noes not 
counted. 

So there was a second. 

And the main question was ordered to be now 
taken, 

Which main question was, first, on the reference 
of the joint resolution to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union; and, should 
that motion be voted down, on ordering the bill to be 
engrossed for a third reading. P : 

And the question having been taken on the mo- 
tion to refer the joint resolution to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, it was 
decided in the negative—ayes 63, noes 69. 

So the House decided that the joint resolution 
should not be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

And the question then recurred on ordering the 
bill to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. GOTT moved the previous question. 

The SPEAKER said the previous question had 
not yet exhausted itself. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, asked the 
yeas and nays on the engrossment of the bill, but 
withdrew the demand. 

Mr. SACKETT moved that the joint resolution 
be laid opon the table. And he said he hoped the 
House would indulge him with a single remark. 

Objection was made. 

The question was then taken on the motion that 
the joint resolution be laid upon the table, and was 
decided in the negative, without a division. 

So the House decided that the joint resolution 
should not be Jaid upon the table. 

The question then recurring on the engrossment 
thereof— 

Mr. WALDO said, that as there seemed to be 
some misunderstanding in relation to the resolu- 
tion, he would move a reconsideration of the vote 
by which the House had refused to refer the joint 
resolution to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. But, yielding to the wishes 
of gentlemen around him, Mr. W. waived his 
motion for the present. 

The question again recurring on the engross- 
ment of the resolution— 

Mr. HILLIARD called for the reading thereof. 

Mr. CROWELL called for the yeas and nays 
on the question of engrossment. 

The SPEAKER. The reading of the resolution 
is called for. The resolution will be again read 
when order is restored—not else. It would be 
unnecessary to read the resolution so many times, 
if attention was paid to the reading. 

Mr. SACKETT inquired of the Speaker wheth- 
er the previous question was exhausted ? 

The SPEAKER. Itis not yet exhausted. 

The resolution was then again read; after which, 

The SPEAKER proceeded to ascertain whether 
the demand of Mr. Crows, for the yeas and 
nays, was sustained. 

The yeas and nays were refused. a 

The question was then taken, and the joint res- 
olution was ordered to a third reading. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. ‘The ques- 
tion now, I believe, is on the passage of the reso- 
lution ? 

The SPEAKER. The resolution has not yet 
been read a third time. it has been ordered to be 
read. 

"Phe joint resolution was then read a third time 
by its title; and the question being, “ Shall this 
bill pass 2”? . 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said that he 
was perfectly willing that the first portion of the 
resolution should be adopted. But the latter part 
he regarded as entirely wrong. It would add con- 
siderably to the expenses of the Government. He 
had not had sufficient opportunity to examine the 
resolution, so as to fix his own construction on it. 
By this provision, if a man dies, although he may 
have been a deserter, his widow is entitled toa 


pension. Or, ifa man should die perhaps twenty: 
or thirty years after he has left the service, still 
his widow will be entitled to a pension. He did 
not believe that the House could have had any 
intention to sanction such a provision. it made 
no distinction between the merits or demerits of 
the individual. fn his opinion, no member would 
consider himself justified in giving his vote in favor 
of such a system. Whether a man has deserted 
the service, or been honorably discharged—wheth- 
er he dies during the war, or not for thirty or fifty 
years afterward, his widow is to be entitled to a 
pension. . 

He requested the Clerk to read the second branch 
of the resolution, which runs thus: 

« And also to the widows and orphans of all such per- 
sons, as, having been honorably discharged or having re- 
signed, shall have died after the passage of said last-men- 
tioned act, or who may hereafter dic, of wounds received 
or from disease contracted while in said service.” 

He did not think that the House could bring 
itself to sanction this clause of the resolution. 
Should a soldier die while in the service, or in go- 
ing to or returning from the seat of war, he was 
willing to take the evidence of the army roll, and 
give the widowa pension. But he was not willing 
to extend the pension to the widows of all who 
died, whether they were meritorious cases or not, 
or whether the soldier died during the war, or ten 
or twenty years afterwards. It might be alleged 
that the man had died of a cold, contracted during 
the war, and which had settled in a pulmonary 
disease. And how was this to be proved? The 
adoption of this provision would be the creation 
of a new class of pensions; and this he was un- 
willing to do in this irregular way, and without 


proper deliberation. There ought to be some limit 


to the cases on which this resolution was intended 
to operate. He hoped the resolution would not 
pass in its present form. 

He hoped some gentleman, who had voted in 
the affirmative on ordering this resolution to a third 
reading, would move to reconsider that vote. He 


had uniformly voted in the negative, but if he had | 


a right to make such motion, he would move its 
reconsideration. With the consent of the friends 
of the measure, the subject might then be laid over 
for the present, to enable the House to look into 
the phraseology of the resolution, and to act with 
a better understanding of the whole matter. 

He moved to reconsider the vote by which the 
resolution had been ordered to a third reading. 

Mr. SACKETT expressed the hope that the 
motion to reconsider would prevail. He thought 
the passage of the joint resolution would consti- 
tute a very bad precedent indeed. The first part 


of the resolution which the gentleman from Mis- |) 


sissippi [Mr. Tompson] seemed willing to adopt, 
constituted enlistment and death a sufficient evi- 
dence to granta pension upon. 
was of it: service had nothing to do with it. He 
thought this would be a very bad precedent. It 
would be opening the door to a new class of pen- 
sioners, and a very large class—having no merit— 


the claim to pension being based not upon service | 


but upon enlistment and death. He was opposed 
to the resolution. He hoped the motion of the 
gentleman from Mississippi would prevail. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said he 
hoped the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Sacx- 


That was all there | 


or diseases contracted, in the service, his widow 
‘| should receive a pension. eect i 
| Mr. SACKETT stated, in explanation, that 
|| (being upon the Committee on Pensions) he could 
say, that the joint resolution was. not based on. the 
principle at all of granting pensions to the widows 
of those who had died of wounds received, or of 
| diseases. contracted, in the service. It was simply 
based upon the fact that the soldier enlisted in the 
; Service, and that he died—no matter whether he 
; died of wounds received, or of diseases contracted, 
| in the service, or not. ae i 
Mr. VENABLE (resuming) said if He could 
i| get the joint resolution he thought he could satisfy 
every gentleman upon this subject. The gentle- 
| man from New York might be a member of the 
, Committee on Pensions—how he had got his in- 
|| formation as to the provisions of the joint resolu- 
| tion he (Mr. V.) knew not. But he (Mr. V.) 
i prererred to look at the language of the resolution 
|| itself. 

The resolution having been sent him by the 
Clerk— 
|| Mr. VENABLE read the joint resolution, (as 
above given.) The English language (he said) 
|| could not be plainer. 

Mr. SACKETT. Will the gentleman from 
North Carolina allow me to ask him a question? 
| Mr. VENABLE, Certainly. ia 

Mr. SACKETT wished to ask the gentleman 
whether the statement he (Mr. S.) had made was 
not fully sustained by the resolution—that if the 
man died, after having enlisted, from any cause 
: whatever, he was entitled to a pension? 

Mr. VENABLE replied, Not at all. It did 
seem to him that the construction of the gentle- 
man was the most singular construction of the 
English language of which he had ever heard. 
The resolution provided for the widows and 
| orphans of those ‘who died in actual service in 
‘the late war with Mexico, or in going to and re- 
‘turning from the same,” and also of those who 
“having been honorably discharged, or having re- 
‘signed, shall have died after the passage of said 
i| ‘last mentioned act, or who may hereafter die of 
| wounds received, or from disease contracted while 
| cin said service.” If there was any principle on 
| which a pension law should be passed—on which 
the benefits of pensions should be extended to the 
widows and orphans of soldiers, this was the 
|| honest principle. With what semblance of justice - 
should the widow and orphans of a man who lived 
| to return home and dragged out a miserable life, 
|| perhaps of twenty years, in consequence of wounds 
received, or disease contracted, in the service of 
| his country, be excluded from the benefits of pen- 
sion? while the widow and orphans of the man 
| who died on the battle-field received their pen- 
sion. 

If a pension law were right under any circum- 


stances it was right in these. It was right to give 
i to the widow something, some compensation for 
‘ the years of anxiety and care spent over her hus- 
: band who fell under the effects of disease contracted 
or of wounds received in the service. Because 
| his life was spared for a longer ora shorter period, 
| should his widow be excluded from the benefits of 
The resolution was founded in justice, 


; pension? 


i and he hoped it would be passed. 


He insisted that it was not necessary to post- 


ETT,] and the friends of the bill would agree with jj pone the subject until to-morrow, beeause the 


him and Jet the resolution go over, in order that it 
might be printed, and the House be enabled to see 
what class of pensioners it did include. 

Mr. SACKETT said he had no objection to 
that. 


ing the resolution. If he understood the jointres- | 


olution, it was confined to persons who died of 
disease contracted, or of wounds received, in the- 
Mexican war. The gentleman from New York 
said, that enlistment and death only were required 
to constitute ground of claim for a pension. 

Mr. DUER interposed, and inquired if the bill 
did not make the rule of evidence—the fact of 
death ? 

Mr. SACKETT, (inhis seat.) Certainly. 

Mr. VENABLE said he might be wrong, but 
he had paid particular attention to the reading of 
the joint resolution four times. Ifa man died in 
the service, the fact was sufficient evidence for a 
pension; but if he did not die in the service—he 
did not care if he died twenty years afierwards— 
if it was proved that he died of wounds received, 


Mr. VENABLE saw no necessity for postpon- 


i] resolution could not be made plainer. If gentie- 


ji men were not satisfied with its provisions, let them 
l come up and vote against it. 


| He was satisfied 
;, with it, and wished it now to be passed, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, said he wished 
to make a remark in reference to this subject. 
for about a month there had been no call of the 
= committees at all. The morning hour was the 
only time afforded in this House for the transaction 
| of any business. The whole time of the House 
i continued to be consumed entirely in general de- 
‘bate. The hemp resolution had held them for a 
© considerable time. This resolution, he supposed, 
| would hold them a considerable time longer. He 
|: wasanxious, and he believed the majority of the 
| House were anxious, that there should be a call 
| of the committees, and that the House should pro- 
| gress with the regular order of business. He 
| therefore moved the previous question, and he 
| hoped the House would sustain the motion. 

i THE GALPHIN CLAIM. 

| The SPEAKER. Before the House proceeds 
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to dispose of the question before it, the Chair 
desires to state, that he has received a communi- 
cation from Mr. GENTRY, a member of the select 
committee “raised in the Galphin case, stating his 
inability to attend the sessions either of the House 
drof the.committée at this time, and asking to be 
excused from- service on that committee, 

Mr. BURT was understood to say, that he-very 
much regretted the necessity which induced the 
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Gentry] to: ask 
to’. be ‘excused’ from service on the committee; 
that he (Mr. B.) must yield to the request of that 
getitleman, and would move that-he be. excused 
from service, and ‘that. the vacancy be filled by 
the appointment of.another member. 

It was so ordered, and the Speakerappointed 
Mr. Breck, of Kentucky, to fill the vacancy. 


PENSIONS. 


The question then recurred on the demand for 
the previous question. 

Mr. FREEDLEY rose to inquire of the Speaker 
whether it was in order to move that the motion to 
reconsider be lail upon the table ? 4 

The SPEAKER said that motion would be in 
order. l ay 

Mr. FREEDLEY made the motion. 

Mr. CALVIN asked the Speaker to state the 
question, . 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, presumed, 
he said, (addressing the Speaker,) that the motion 
to lay on the table the motion to reconsider (if it 
should prevail) would not carry with it the joint 
resolution, 

The SPEAKER said, it would not carry the 
resolution with it; and then stated the question to 
be on the motion to lay on the table the motion to 
reconsider the vote by which the joint resolution 
had been ordered to a third reading. 

Mr. WILLIAMS demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered, and Mr. Wriiiams, of 
Tennessee, and Mr.’ Waroo, of Connecticut, were 
appointed, 

The question was then taken, and the vote was 
declared to be, ayes 70, noes 62. 

Mr. KAUFMAN asked the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. 

Mr, DUER rose to inquire of the Speaker, if it 
would now be in order to move that the House 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union ? 

The SPEAKER said that the motion now be- 
fore the House (being a motion to reconsider) 
was, like the motion to go into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, a privileged 
motion; bat that the motion indicated by the gen- 
tleman from New York, (Mr. Duzr,] could be 
put by general consent. 

Mr. DUER said, that with a view to give gen- 
tlemen an opportunity to look into this joint 
resolution, he would, by general consent, move 
that the House resolve itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Objection was made, 

So the motion was not entertained. 

The question then recurred, and was taken on 
the motion to lay on the table the motion to re- 
consider the vote by which the joint resolution had 
been ordered to a third reading, and resulted—yeas 
86, nays 76, as follows: 

YEAS-—Messrs. Albertson, Anderson, Andrews, Baker, 
Bingham, Booth, Bowdon, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, William 
J. Brown, Buel, Chester Butler, E. Carrington Cabell, Joseph 
Cable, Calvin, Casey, Corwin, Duberry, Dickey, Di-ney, 
Doty, Dunham, Durkee, Edinundson, Freedley, Fuller, Git- 
more, Goodenow, Gorman, Gott. Haralsun, Harlan, Isham 
G. Harris, Hay, Hoagland, Howe, Jones, Julian, La Sére, 
Leffler, Lith cid, Job Mann, Mason, MeClernand, Me- 
Donald, McDowell, MeGanghey, Robert M. McLane, Finis 
E McLean, Meade, Miller, Moore, Morris, M rse, Ogle, 
Peaslee, Phelps, Pitman, Potter, Robbins, Robinson, Savage, 
Sehermerhorn, Shep: erd, Frederick P, Stanton, Aiexander 
H. Steptiens, Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, Sweetser, Taylor, 
"Thomas, James Thompson, Johu B. Thompson, William 
Thompson, Toombs, Unde-litl, Venable, Walden, Waldo, 
Waikus, Wellborn, Wentworth, Whittlesey, Williams, 
Wood, and Young--&86. 

NAY2—Messrs. Allen, Alston, Averett, Beale, Bennett, 
Bocock, Bowlin, Boyd, Burrows, Burt, Thomas B. Buuer, 
Joseph P, Caldwell, Carter, Clark, Cleveland, Williamson 
R. W. Cobb, © Conger, Crowell, Dixon, Duer, Ewing, 
Fowler, Gerry, Giddings, Grinnell, Hail, Hammoud, Samp- 
sou W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Haymond, Henry, Hil- 
Nard, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, James Jackson, Robert W. 
Jobuson,. Kaufman, George G. King, James G. King, Johu 
A. King, Preston King, Matteson, JicKissock, McMullen, 
McQueen, MeWillie, Meacham, Morehcad, Nelson, Orr, 
Oris, Parker, Putnam, Reynolds, Rockwell, Root, Ross, 
Rumsey, Sackett, Sawtelle, Behoolerut, Spaulding, Sprague, 
Stanly, Richard H. Stanton, Jacob ‘Thompson, Thurman, 


Woodward—7. 


So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the | 
table. es he . i 
The question then recurring on the passage of | 
the resolution, j h 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said that he 
desired to..move the recommitment of-this joint 
resolution; and, if in order, he desired that it 
should be recommitted, with instructions to amend 
it. He knew that it was out. of order now to 
move to amend the resolution; but he raised the | 
point, and would request the Chair to decide it, 
whether the resolution could not:be recommitted, 
with instructions to change it; and, if it could be, 
then he- gave notice that he should move an amend- 
ment, by way ofinstructions, which he would ask 
might be read. He took it for granted, looking 
tu the vote which had been given, that the House 
had decided in favor of the principle of the resolu- 
tion, : 

Mr. ROBINSON addressed an inquiry to the 
Chair, not heard by the reporter. 

After a suggestion by Me. JONES, 

The SPEAKER said, that after the joint reso- 
lution had been ordered to a third reading, a mo- 
tion to recommit, with instructions, was not in 


order. The resolution could be recommitted to 
the committee, but not with instructions to amend. 
In the present state of the question, the House 
could not amend the resolution, nor could they 
amend it by recommitting it to the committee 
with instructions. 

The resolution was now beyond the reach of 
amendment. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said he was 
aware that the House could not amend the reso- 
lution. He knew, however, that it wasin order 
to move its recommitment; and he did not know 
any reason why such a motion should be in order, 
unless the committee had power to change the bill 
when thus recommitted to them. He took it for 
granted, from the vote which had been given, that 
the House was in favor of giving: pensions to all 
widows of soldiers who went to the war; and he 
thought it would be just and proper that Congress 
should not give any superiority or advantage to 
the soldiers of the last war over the soldiers of all 
other wars. He thought it would be right so to 
amend the resolution as to include ‘widows and 
orphans of such officers, soldiers, musicians, &c., 
of the war of the Revolution and of the war of 
1812, who may have died either in actual service 
or on parole, or should have died of any disease 
contracted while in the service of his country in 
either of those wars. ”? 


Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, inquired of the 
| Speaker whether this debate was in order? 

The SPEAKER said the question before the 
House was on the passage of the joint resolution, 
and the remarks of the gentleman trom Mississippi 
(Mr. ‘T'nompson] were in order. 

Mr. THOMPSON. [am speaking directly to 
the resolution, and wish to give my views upon it. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, (referring to the 
amendment indicated by Mr. ‘THompson,) was un- 
derstood to suggest, that the gentleman might as 
weil include the Black Hawk and Seminole wars. 

Mr. ‘THOMPSON said, he did not know why 
the principle should not be carried to that extent, 
if the resolution was to be passed. At all events, 
he should insist upon the application of the prin- 
ciple to the two wars designated in his amend- 
ment. 

Mr. KAUFMAN now suggested to the gentle- 
man from Mississippi, [Mr.'l'Hompson,] that, with 
a view to allow at least one day for the examina- 


way for a motion that the House resolve itself 

into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
nion. 

Mr. THOMPSON said, he would cheerfully 

yield, if his right to the floor would ve assured to 

him when the subject next came up for considera- 

tion. 

The SPEAKER said, that the joint resolution 
would come up as the unfinished ‘business of the 
morning hour, and the gentleman from Missis- 
sippi [Mr. Tuomrson] would be entitled to the 

oor. 

Mr. THOMPSON yielded the floor. 

Mr. KAUFMAN thereupon moved that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 


on the state of the Union. 


Vinton, Wallace, White, Wilmot, Wilson, Winthrop, and |; . 


tion of the resolution, he (Mr. T.) shouid give | 


i] Slave trade ia the Distric! of Columbia 


Mr. JONES said, he hoped the motion would 
not be agreed to, until this joint resolution had 
been disposed of. 

CALIFORNIA. 
The question then being on the motion of Mr. 


ji Kaurman, that the House resolve itself into Com- 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 

Mr. ROBINSON askedj the yeas and nays, 
which were refused. 

And the question was then taken, and decided 
in the affirmative without a division. 

So the House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole.on the state of the Union, (Mr. Boyp, 
of Kentucky, in the chair,) and resumed the con- 
sideration of the California question. 

Mr. ROSS addressed the committee in opposi- 
tion to the Wilmot proviso, both on constitutional 
grounds and grounds of expediency; in advocacy 
of the doctrine of non-interference; in opposition 
to the admission of California; and in reply to 
parts of the speech of his colleague, [Mr. STE- 
vens.} He dented that the charges of southern ag- 
gression were well founded, and contended that the 
North had been the aggressor upon the constitu- 
tional rights of the South in regard to slavery, 
from the foundation of the Government to the pres- 
ent time. 
| Mr. DUER followed, in favor of the admission 
of California—expressing his confident opinion 
that she would be admitted with her present con- 
stitution—and in support of the principles of the 
President’s message in regard to the territories. 
While he preferred to leave the other territories in 
their present condition, and allow the inhabitants 
when they came to form constitutions for their gov- . 
ernment as States, to decide the question of sla- 
very for themselves—a policy which he commended 
as the best mode of settling the disputed ques- 
tions between the North and the South, by doing 
| justice to all sections—he declared that if forced to 
vote upon the establishment of a territorial govern- 
ment, he should insist upon the proviso, In refer- 
ence to the delivery of fugitive slaves, and other agi- 
tating questions between the North and the South, 
he declared generally that he stood upon the plat- 
form of the Constitution as itis—willing to abide by 
all its compromises, and discarding all new com- 
promises or equilibriums. 

[The speeches of both gentlemen will be pub- 
lished in the Appendix.] 

Mr. D. having concluded— 

Mr, EWING obtained the floor, but yielded for 
a motion that the committee rise. 
| The motion having been agreed to, the commit- 
tee rose and reported. 

WINNEBAGO INDIANS, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, from the Com- 
| mittee on Indian Affairs, asked the unanimous 
consent of the House to report back a Senate 
bill, which had been referred to that committee. 

The reading of the title of the bill was called 
| for, and it was read asa bill “authorizing the pay- 
| ment of $12,000 to the Winnebago-Indians. 
Objection was made. 

So the bill was not reported. 
And the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 


presented under the rule, and referred to the appro- 
priate committees: 


By Mr. BINGHAM: The petition of 43 citizens of the 
the towusbip of Plymouth, Michigan, against the admission 
of more slave States into the Union. ` 

Also, tbe petition of 46 citizens of the same township, for 
the establishment and protection of freedom in the territo- 
ries. 

Also, the petition of the same township aforesaid, for the 
repeal of all laws sustaining slavery in the District of Co- 


j| Jumbia, 


Also, the petition of 47 citizens of the same township, to 
secure the rightof trial by jury to persons claimed as fugi- 
live slaves. 

Also, the petition of 115 citizens of Union, Branch county, 
Michigan, for the repeal of all laws sustaining slavery or the 

A‘so, the petition of 52 citizens of Phelpstown, in the 
State of Michigan, for the repeal of all laws sanctioning 
slavery or the slave trade in the District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of 57 citizens of the same township, 
| asking that provision be made to give a tial by jury to per- 
sons claimed as fugitive slaves. 

Also, the petition of 54 citizens of the same township, 
praying that slavery and the slave-trade may be prohibited 
hy express act of Congress in all the territories of the United 

tates. 

Also, the petition of 53 citizens of the same township, 
against the admission of any Stare into the Union, unless 
slavery is expressly prohibited in the.constitution. 


1850. 


Also, the petition of 71 citizens of-the. township of Com- 
merce, in the State of Michigan, asking the express prohi- 
bition of slavery and the slave trade in al) the territories of 
the United States. 

‘Also, the petition of 67 citizens of the same township, 
against the admission of any State into the Union, unless 
slavery is expressly prohibited by the constitution thereof. 

Also, the petition of 262 electors of the county of Oak- 
laud, in the State of Michigan, for the establishment and 
protection of freedom in. the territories of the United States, 

Also, the petition of 254 electors of Oakland aforesaid, 
against the admission of more slave States into the Union. 

Also, the petition of 252 electors of Oakland aforesaid, 
ir the repeal of all laws sustaining slavery in the United 
pilates. 

Also, the petition of 968 electors of Oakland afores«id, to 
secure a trial by jury to persons claimed as fugitive slaves. 

Also, the petition of 75 electors of the townsb p of Corn- 
merce, in the State of Michigan, asking that a trial by jury 
may be granted to persons claimed as fugitive slaves, 

Also, the petition of 71 citizens of Commerce aforesaid, 
Tor ue repeal of all laws upholding slavery or the slave 
trade, 


By Mr. WILSON: The petitions of Asa Shaw and others, | 


of Lyme; of Stephen Jewett and others, of Rendge; of Ed- 
ward 8. Cushing aud others, students of Dartmouth Cot- 
lege; of Rev. Dr. Lord and faculty of Dartmouth College; 
oi Simeon Ide and others, of Claremont; of Daniel W. Far- 
yen and others, of Troy; of Jeremiah Waterhouse and 
others, of Winchester; of Jolm Thorndike and others, of 
Weare, all of New Hampshire, praying for a reduction of 
postage. 


Also, ihe petitions of Lyman Spaulding and others, of ‘j 


Jatirey 3 of J. D., Gibbs and others, of Jaffrey 3 of the citizens 
of Sullivan; of Asa H. Fisk and others, of Dublin; of Jacob 
Gleason and others, of Dublin, all of New Hampshire, and 


alt in opposition to the extension of slavery, aud against the f 


continuance of slavery in the District of Columbia. 
Alsu, the petition of Z. S. Barstow and 55 others, citizens 


of Keene, New Hampshire, praying wat national dispates j 


may be settled by arbitration, to preserve the peace oF the 
wortd. 

Also, the remonstrance of John H. Fuller and others, 
citizens of Keene, New Hampshire, against the extension 
of Woodworths patent for tie planing machine. 

By Mr. SAWTELLE: The petition of J. L. Brooks and 


29 others, citizens aud clectors of Skowhegan aud Bloom- | 


field, in tie county of Somerset, and Stare of Maine, pray- 
ing tor the repeal of all taws by which slavery andthe slave 
trade is authorized or sauctioned in the city of Washington, 
or the District of Cclumbia, and in the event of their non- 
repeal, that the seat of Government may be removed to 
some more suitable location. 

Also, the petition of Samuel Soule and 35.others, citizens 


„of the same place, praying that no State be hereafter admit- | 


ted into the Union, unless the constitution of such State 
sal expressly prohibit the existence of slavery within its 
imits. 

Also, the petition of C. Fletcher and 32 others, citizens of 
the same place, praying that slavery and the slave trade may 
be expressiy prohibited by act of Congress, in all the terri- 
tories of the United States, and that slaves be secured the 
rightof trial by jury. 

By Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee: The petition of Eliza- 


bein Hantmans, of Hawkins county, Tennessee, praying | 


Congress to grant her a pension in consequence of the 
revolutionary services of her husband. 

By Mr. ALBERTSON: The petition of Valentine Saner- 
heltn, a regular soidier in the revolutionary war for the term 
of three years, under the command of Generat Anthony 
Wayne, praying Congress to pass a law granting hiim some 
relief. 

By Mr. HOWE: The petition of John Clark and 100 
others, citizens of Lawrence county, Pennsylvania, pray- 
ing Congress to repeal all laws by which slavery or the slave 
trade is authorized and sanctioned in the city of Washing- 
ton or tie District of Columbia ; and that in the event of their 
Hon-repeal, the seat of the National Government may be 
removed to some suitable location. 

Also, the petition of D. Byers and 101 others, citizens of 
the sume place, praying Congress to provide by law that 
whenever a person shail be arrested as a fugitive slave in 
any State other than that in whieh he is alleged to be held 
to service; he shall not be delivered up to the claimant, or 
his agent; except on the finding of a jury that he is the slave 
of the claimant. a 

Also, the petition of J. S. McClelland and 98 others, citi- 
zens of the same place, praying Congress hereafter to ad- 
mit no State into the Union unless the constitution of suca 
State shall expressly prohibit the existence of slavery within 
its limits. 

Also, the petition of George Hughes and 94 others, citi- 
zeus of the same place, praying Congress to expressly pro- 
hibit by iaw slavery and the slave trade in all the territories 
of the United States. 

By Vir. HARRIS, of Tilinois: The petition of A. Reader 
and other cize 
postage and repeal of th 

Also, the petition of 
same county, for the repe 
by Congress for the suppor 
Jumbia. 


e franking privilege. 
M. N. Miles and 24 citizens of the 
al of all taws enacted or adopted 


Also, the petition of M. N. Miles and 21 others, citizens | 


of the same county, praying Congress not to adinit any 
more slave States into the Union. 

Also, the petition of M. N. Miles and 20 others, citizens 
of the same county, praying Congress lo secure to alleged 
fugitives the right or trial by jury. 

By Mr. STETSON: The petition of Leeman Stockwell 
and J66 others, for grants of public lands to actual settlers. 

By Mr. CABLE, of Obio: A petition from Daniel Mar- 
shai and 64 other citizens of Saline township, Jeffe son 
evunty, Obio, for free States, free territories, and trial by 
jury for fugitives. A 

Also, a petition from John Myers and 22 other citizens of 
Knox township, Jefferson county, Ohio, for the same objects 

By Mr- DURKEE: Tue petition of Rufus King and 343 
citizens, legal voters of the city of Milwaukie, in the State 


ns of Woodford county, Itlinois, for cheap ; 


t of slavery in the District ef Co- | 


| Bay, in Wisconsin, to St. Paul’s, in Minvesc 


of ‘Wisconsin, against the admission of any -more slave 
States into the Union. 

Also, the petition of Edward D. Holton and 348 citizens, 
legal voters of the city of Milwaukee in the State of Wis- 
cousin, for the protection and establishinent of freedom. in 
ibe territories. 

Also, the petition of Ira E. Goodall and 343 legal voters of 
the’city of Milwaukee, in favor of securing -to alteged fugi- 
tives the rigitof trial by jury. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Prairie du Sac, in the 
State of Wisconsin, for the establishment and protection of 
freedom in the territories. 

Also, the petition of the same, against the admission of 
any more stave States jinto the Union. i 

Also, the petition of the same, ‘or the repeal of all laws 
enacted or adopted by Congress sor the support of slavery in 
ihe District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of the same, in favor of securing toal- 
leged fugitives the right of trial by jury. ` 

Aiso, the petition of G. H. Baker and 50 others, citizens 
of Ceresco, in the State of Wisconsin, in favor of securing 


| to alleged fngitives the right of trial by jury. 


Also, the petition of B. C. Church and 54 others, citizens 
of Union, in the State of Wisconsin, for the establishment 
an: protection of freedom iu the territories. 

Also, the petition of the same, against the admission of 
any more slave States into the Union. 

Also, the petition of the same, in favor of securing to al- 
leged fngitives the right of tral by Jury. 

‘Also, the petition of the same, for the repeal of ali laws 
enacted or adopted by Congress for the support of slavery 
in the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of citizens of 
Dekalb.county, sor a-mail-route from Pera via ‘Troy Grove, 
Paupau Grove, Shaboneh’s Grove, DeKalb Centre, Cotton- 
ville, Brush Point and Lacey, to Belvidere, 

Also, the petition of citizens of Bristol, Kendall county, 
IHinois, in favor of granting the rightof trial by jury to fagi- 
tive slaves. 

By Mr. CARTTER: The petition of 70 electors of Lex- 


ington township, Stark county, praying Congress to provide | 


the right of trial by jury for fugitive slaves, &e. 

Also, a petition remioustrating against tie admission of 
any more slave Sates. 

By.Mr. FOWLER: The petition of Mulyar Weston, Ja- 
bez Keep, and 45 others, citizens of Duxbury, Massachusetts, 
praying for a reduction of postage on prepaid letters to 
two cents. * 

By Mr. PRESTON KING: The petition of citizens of 
Blooming Grove, Orange county, New York, for the prohi- 
bition of slavery in the territories of the United States by 
an act of Congress. 

Also, the petition of the same citizens, for the repeal of 
all jaws adopted by Congress fur the support of slavery in 
the District ot Columbia. 

Also, the petition of the same citizens, to secure Lo fugi- 
tives the right of trial by jury. 

Also, the petition of the same citizens, against the ad- 
mission of more slave States into Ue Union, 

Also, four several petitions of citizens and electors of 


+ Denmark, Lewis county, New York, for the same objects. 


Also, four several petitions of cibzens of St. Lawrence 
county, New York, ior the same objects. 

by Mr. CLARKt: The petition of Eliza Kirby, relict of 
Edowuud Kiiby, praying an amendment in the pension | ws. 

Also, four several petitions, signed by Jawes Wait and 
50 others, citizens of Jefierson county, New York,—oue 
asking that alleged fugitive slaves be entitled to a trial by 
jury; one asking the repeal of all laws for the support of 
slavery in the District of Columbia; one to exclude slavery 
from the territories; and one against the admission of any 
more slave States. 

Also, the petition of B. F. Skinner and 29 others, citizens 
of the couuty of Jefferson, New York, asking specific duties 
on iron. 

By Mr. DUER: The petition of John Woodall and. others, 
of New Baven, New York, praying for a wial by jury to 
fugitive slaves. 
Also, we petition of Almon Lindsley and others, of the 
Same place, praying for the abolition of slavery and the 
slave trade in the District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of the same, against the admission of 


i any more slave States into the Union. 


Also, th- petition of John Woodall and others, of the same 
place, praying for the prohibition of slavery aud the slave 
trade in-ail ibe territories of the United States. 

By Mr. JACKSON, of New York : Tne petition of Joseph 
Esty, J. S. Lee, and 225 others, citizens of Ithaca, Tonip- 


| kins county, New York, praying that a law he pas ed by 
i Congress, giving to fugitive siaves the Tight of trial by jury. 


Also, the petition of W. D. Henry, Charles Wagner, and 
86 others, citizens of Yates county, New York, on the same 
subject. 

Also, the petition of B. G. Ferris, N. Crittenden, and 65 
others, citizens of Ithaca, ‘ompkins county, New York, on 
the subject of cheap postage. 

Also, the petition of Josiah Dunham, J. H. Hardy, and 23 
others, citizens of Klmyra, Chemung county, New York, 
praying thatthe duties on foreign iron, which were collected 
under the tariff of 1846, at the lime of its enacunent, be now 
made specific, 8o that our interests may be shicided, and 
that our own labor may be elevated and compensated. 

Ry Mr. DOTY: The petition of Thomas Reynolds, S. 
W. Gay, andjethers, for a land office at Wauonabs, the port- 
age between the Neenah and Wisconsin rivers, in the 
county of Columbia. 

Atso, the petiion of R. A. Law, J. S. Buck, and others, 
for an appropriation of land to constructa road froin Green 


Also, the petition of Sergeant Joan Cummiss, for pay for 


services’as acting Assistant Commissary of Subsisteuce, at | 


Fort Crawsord. 

Also, the petition of H. H. Smith, Thomas Davis, and 
others, for an appropriation for a ligitt-house at ‘Ewo Rivers, 
in the county of Manitowce, 

Also, the petition of Jobn W. Taylor, Henry J. Davidson, 
P. H. Smith, and otbers, for a mail-rouie from Plymouth in 
Sheboygan county, by Eik Heart, New Holstein, Charles. 
town aud Stockbridge, to Menasha, in Winnebago county. 
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Mr. WALES. 1 presenta petition of: citizens 
of the State of Delaware, against the admission, of 
slavery in-any ot the territories of the United States, 
by proper Jegal enactments, and for the prompt 
admission of California into the Union #3 a State, 

l have looked through the signatures attached to 
this petition and | find that itis signed by citizens 
of. respectability and - intelligence--men whose 
opinions are entitled to consideration... Without 
reading, | move that it be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Territories. 

Jt was so referred. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented the memorial. of 
John S. Glasson, an officer in the navy of the 
United States, commanding the schooner Falcon, 
asking that the prize money resulting from cap- 
tures of certain vessels made by him durmg the, 
jate war with Mexico, may be distributed among 
the crew of the said vessel; which was referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, a memorial of Gilbert Cameron, asking 
that a contract be made with him to complete the 
wings of the Patent Office, on the ground of his 
having been the lowest bidder under the advertise- 
ment; which was referred to the Committee on 
Patents and the Patent Office. 

Mr. RUSK presented the petition of John S. 
Gibson, asking the remission of a fine imposed on 
him for the non-performance of service on route 
No. 6,012; which was referred to the Committee 


| on the Post Office arid Post Roads. 


Mr. HALE presented a petition of citizens of 
the District of Columbia, asking that the office of 
chaplain in the public service may be abolished; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Saybrook, in the 
State of Connecticut, asking the adoption of meas- 
ures for the settlement of international coutrover- 
sies; which was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Seneca county, in 
the Sate of New York, and a petition from citie 
zens of Jackson, in the State of Mississippi, asking 
a reduction of the rates of postage; which were 
referred to the Committee on the Post Omice and 


l: Post Roads. 


Also, two petitions of inhabitants of Medina 
county, in the State of Ohio, asking the rejection 
of the resolutions submitted by Mr. Cray on the 
29th of January last, and that siavery may be pro- 
-bibited in all territories now free; thatslavery and 
the slave trade in the District of Columbia, and 
the slave trade between the States may be abol- 
ished; and that the provisions of the act of 1793: 
for the recovery of fugitive slaves may be repealed; - 
which were ordered to hie on the table. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Beaver county, in 
the State of Pennsylvania, a petition of citizens of 
Berkshire, Vermont, a petition of cinzens of Me- 
dina county, Ohio, a petition of citizens of Hudson, 
New Hampshire, a petition of citizens of Bling- 
ton, New York,a petition of citizens:of Cranston, 
Rhode Island, and three petitions of citizens of 


‘ Maine, generally asking that slavery and the slave 


trade may be prohibited by Jaw in all the territo- 
ries of the Umited States; which were ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Also, two petitions of citizens of Maine, a peti- 
tion of citizens of Massachus2tts, a petition of cite 
izens of Pennsylvania, and two petitions of citizens 


‘of New York, asking that no State may hereafter 
' be admitted into this Union whose cunsutution 


does not expressly probibit slavery within its 
limits; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, two petitions of citizens of Maine, a peti- 
tion of citizens cf New York, a petition of citizens 
of Rhode Islanil, a petition of citizens of Pennsyl- 
vania, a petition of citizens of Vermont, and two 
petitions of citizens of Ohio and lilinois, asking 
that slavery and the slave trade may be abolished 
in the District of Columbia, or the seat of Gov- 
ernment removed therefrom; which were ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Also, a petition of citizens of New York, a peti- 
tion of citizens of Pennsylvania, and a petion of 
citizens of Maine, asking that the right of trial by 
jury may be secured by law to fugitive slaves 
arrested in any State other than that in which the 
service is claimed; which were ordered to he on 
the table. 


. 684 


April 10, 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Also, five petitions signed by male and. female 

inhabitants of Pennsylvania, asking the immediate 
abolition of slavery and the slave trade in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia; which were ordered to lie on 
the table. ee : : 
» Also, a petition of citizens of New York, asking 
the rejection the * eighth” in the series of resolu- 
tions submitted by Mr.. Cray on the 29th January 
last; which were ordered to lie on the table. = - 

Also, a petition signed. by maleand. female in- 
habitants of Portage county, in the State of Ohio, 
asking that slavery may be prohibited in all the 
territories of the United States; and abolished in 
the District of Columbia; which: was. ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Mr. ATCHISON rose when these petitions were 
sent to the Secretary ’s desk and said: 1 did not hear 
the purport of these memorials; will the Senator 
again state what they pray for? © 

They: were returned to the honorable gentleman. 

Mr. HALE then restated the endorsement of 
one which prayed that slavery and the slave trade 
might be prohibited in the territories of the United 
States. 

Mr. CLAY. 
manuscript? e J 

Mr. HALE. The signatures are in manuscript. 

Mr. CLAY. How is the heading of those me- 
morials? 

Mr. HALE. Someare in writing and some are 
in print, 

The memorials were all again presented, one of 
which, at his request, Was handed to Mr. Cray by 
a page, 

Mr. ATCHISON. Mr. President, i will make 
a motion which [ think will promote the dispatch 
of business; itis that the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire have leave to present all such petitions to the 
Secretary, and that he be authorized to make the 
usual disposition of them. This would save much 
time, as almost every day nearly half the usual 
morning hour is consumed by the presentation of 
such petitions. 

Mr. HALE. I wish to remark to the Senator 
that he is mistaken 
+ [The honorable gentleman yielded the floor that 
a message might be received from the President of 
the United States.] 

Mr. ATCHISON. I will withdraw the motion. 

Mr. HALE. I was going to say that the Sena- 
tor is altogether mistaken with regard to my occu- 
pying time here every morning. Instead of doing 
80, L determined long ago to lay them byas they 
came to me, and to come here with these petitions 
but once a month, and then to make a general de- 
livery. [Laughter.] 

Mr. CLAY. I cannot allow this occasion to 
“pass without calling to the attention of the Senate 

- a fact connected with most of these petitions. Sir, 
the moment a prospect opens in this unhappy 
country of settling our differences, these disturbers 
of the peace, these abolitionists, put themselves in 
motion—the Jays, the Phiilipses, and others in 
other quarters—and they establish a concerted and 
ramified plan of operations, and I want to expose 
it to the Senate... blere, sir, is a little bit of printed 
paper (holding up the petition which had been de- 
livered to him) scattered throughout the whole 
country. Some of them found their way into my 
own State. I presented them the other day from 
Lewis county, printed, L have no doubt, at a com- 
mon centre, and dispersed throughout the country, 
in order to produce a common effect, and to make 
an impression on this body as if they were speak- 
ing the public sentiment in this country. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair begs 
leave to suggest to the Senator from Kentucky 
that these petitions have all been passed upon. 

Mr. CLAY. But l have one of them in my 
own hand, sir; and the Chair does not know how 
my remarks may terminate, nor what motion | 
may make. 

Mr. HALE. I call the Senator to order. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator is 
called to order. He will take his seat till the 
point of order is ascertained. 

Mr. CLAY. State your point of order, sir, and 
I will answer it. State your point of order. 

Mr. HALE. Iam not to be disturbed by any 
loud talk either before or behind. 

Mr. CLAY. Well, go on; no man speaks 
louder than yourself. 

“iMn HALE. Lrise toa point of order. Iam 


Is that petition printed or is it in 


addressing the Chair. I will not submit to inter- 
ruption. : 7 

Mr. MANGUM. I rise to a point of order. 
The Senator from New Hampshire has no right 
to proceed with his remarks, ùnless he reduces his 
point of order to writing. ad 

Mr: CLAY. If gentiemen will have a little pa- 
tience, there will be no need for these questions of 
order. I havea right to make a mouon- to take 
up these petitions and refer them to a committee. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is ap- 
pealed to ona point of order, The Senator from 
New Hampshire will state what it is. 

Mr. HALE. The point of order I was about 
to state is this: The Chair had ruled that these 
petitions had all been passed upon, and the hon- 
orable Senator from Kentucky says he has one of 
them in his hand. I suppose the petition he has 
in his hand is one which I sent to the Chair, and 
was passed upon and disposed of; and it did not, 
therefore, come into his hands without being dis- 
posed of. That is the point of order. — 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The point of order 
then involves a fact of which the Chair had no 
knowledge. 

Mr. HALE. The Senator from Kentucky 
stated that it was one of the petitions which he 
held in his hand. 

Mr. CLAY. [want to know whether I may 
not proceed with the observations which | was 
addressing to the Chair, and then conclude them 
by a motion to refer these petitions to a committee. 
l wish some learned friend, some of the learned 
parliamentarians, would state whether he thinks it 
is out of order. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If that question is 
presented to the Chair, it is the opinion of the 
Chair that the motion must precede the argument. 

Mr. CLAY. Very well, sir; then i will make 
my motion. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. I may be mis- 
taken, and if Lam | shall be glad to be corrected. 

Mr. CLAY. Well, then, l make the motion to 
precede the argument, though that is not my 
opinion, | will tell you what is the law. Ifa 
member gets up and makes a speech of an unsea- 
sonable length, intending to follow it with a prac- 
tical motion, the Chair may require him to state 
what his motion is. That was once done in a 
memorable case in which Mr. Randolph made a 
speech of about an hour against a proposition not 
before the Elouse, and not submitted by him, 
when he was about to make a motion that it was 
inexpedient to declare war, 1 called him to order, 
and he was pronounced out of order. 

The invariable practice, and the rational prac- 
tice of every deliberative body upon earth, 1s to 
allow a member who is going to make a motion, 
to preface that motion by brief and pertinent re- 
marks relating to the motion. | think, sir, | know 
the law on the subject, and have reason to know 
it. Well, sir, | do not know that I shali present 
any such motion, but I have a right to put myself 
in order by making such a motion, and 1 trust the 


with as much complacency as anybody, wiil not 
manifest any very great impatience at my calling 
the attention of the Senate to this ramified and 
concerted plan of the Abvolitionists to circulate their 
litle bits of printed petitions adapted to all the 


one for abolishing slavery in the District of Colum- 
bia; one for removing the seat of Government from 
this District; inevery shapeand modein which they 
can bring up the question of slavery. I trust that 
neither the Senator nor his friends, in the House 
or out of the House, will manifest any great de- 
gree of impatience while { call the atiention of the 
Senate and of the country to the fact, and show 
that the object is to manufacture a sort of public 


ata moment when we are endeavoring to heal the 
wounds of the country and to reconcile its dis- 
tracted and unhappy parts. 

Sir, of all the bitterest enemies toward the un- 
fortunate negro race, there are none to compare 


theirs; but who, like, the Siamese twins, connect 
themselves with the negro, or, like the centaur of 
old, mount not the back of a horse, but the back 
of the negro to ride themselves into power; and in 
order to display a friendship they feel only for 


there are not worse enemies in the country of the 


honorable Senator who is listened to by myself į! 


variety of cases; one for abolishing the slave trade; | 


Opinion in order to make an impression upon us £ 


with these Abolitionists, pretended friends of ! 


themselves, and not for the negro race. No, sir; | 


negro rece than these ultra abolitionists. To what 
sorts of extremity have they not driven the slave- 
holding States in deferice of their own rights,and in 
guarding against those excesses to which they have 
a constant tendency. 

Now, sir, I have said all I intended to say.” I 
have some of these petitions, which I wish had 
been presented to some other person as the medium 
of communication to the Senate; but they shall not 
deceive me by this attempt to create a false im- 
pression as to the real state of feeling throughout 
| the country. 1 will make the motion, if the gen- 
tleman insists, to take up these petitions; I have a 
right to do it, though I have no desire to do it. 

No wish being expressed that the motion should 
be made, . . 

Mr. CLAY continued. Sir, while I am up I 
will present some petitions; not exactly of the 
same character, but which relate to business be- 
fore the Senate. One of them is a petition signed 
by a great number of people, some of them very 
respectable, from my own knowledge, in the city 
of Philadelphia, recommending to Congress the 
passage of a measure in regard to Mr. Grinnell’s 
prosecution of the search for Sir John Franklin 
and his companions. 

The petition presented was from merchants and 
other citizens of Philadelphia, setting forth that it 
is deemed essential to the success of Mr. Grinnell’s 
scheme to have thirty seamen belonging to the 
United States navy, over whom the discipline of 
the navy may be extended, in order that the search 
for Sir John Franklin may be effectual. It was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr, CLAY also presented a petition from Wil- 
| liam ‘Vell Zollickoffer, asking to be allowed a pen- 
sion for services in the late war with Mexico; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions, 

Also, from citizens of Indiana, asking that those 

who served in the last war with Great Britain, 
and in the Indian wars, may be allowed bounty 
i| land. The memorial sets forth that they served 
|| the country either in some wars with Indian tribes 
i| or in the last war with England; that the officers 
| and soldiers that served in the war of the Revolu- 
tion have had their declining years made comfort- 
able, and their feelings solaced, by a grant of pen- 
sions, and those who served in the late war with 
Mexico have received grants of bounty lands; thus 
|| leaving those who served in the Indian wars, and 
| in the last war with England, as the only class 
| who have not, in one way or another, received 
j Some mark of remembrance from the nation, and 
; Some bounty to compensate the perils and suffer- 
| ings incident to service in the tented field. The 
|! memorial was referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, 
i Mr. HALE. I wish to take occasion to make 
ʻa single remark, as allusion was made to me by 
the honorable Senator from Kentucky. He coun- 
seled me to a good deal of patience. Now, I 
thought, sir, if I had been old enough to advise 
that Senator, that he stood in need of it before { 
did, and more than I did. 

Mr. FOOTE. I call the Senator from New 
| Hampshire to order. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
New Hampshire is called to order; he will take 
his seat. 

Mr. FOOTE. I withdraw the call, at the sug- 


|, gestion of friends around me. 
i| Mr. HALE. 1| thought the honorable Senator 


|| from Mississippi would not be so unkind as to re- 
i! fuse me an opportunity of making a personal ex- 
j: planation. 
. Mr. FOOTE, Certainly not. 
| Mr, HALE. I was simply going to say, that I 
; thought the manner of the Senator, 1n speaking to 
me, atter I had the foor,and while I had the foor-— 
however our situations may differ-—however hum- 
ble 1 may be as an individual—t thought that the 
j manner of the honorable Senator did not accord 
with the equality of rights that gentlemen have here 
on this floor. lam notarrogant and presuming. I 
; desire, in the humble sphere of my duty, to do it; 
: and, sir, | need not tell the Senator that | shall do 


‘i it; and that no insinuations, no threats, no talk, 
|: loud or low, coming from any quarter, under any 
(| circumstances, will deter me from it. I have but 
i one light to guide me—the light of my own con- 
ii science—to walk in the path of my duty. There 


i: Í must go; and no exhibitions of any sort, coming 
irom any quarter, at any time, will have the least 
influence upon me at all. 


(i 
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respectfully. submit, that in sinvilar.cases occurring at the 
North, our reliance upon the aid of our southern brethren 
must, owing to the incqualily to. whieh we have referred, be į 
extremely limited, if not utterly vain. We respectfully in- 
sist that all the burdens and obligations of the people of the 
severa! States ought to he, in all respects, equal and mutual. 
We, the undersigned, therefore respectfully but earnestly 
ask and insist that your honorable body will immediately 
remedy this inequality, by the passage of a jaw for the en- |; 
roliment of the militia of all the States, which shall include 
all classes of persons, without any distinction of color or j! 
condition ; and your petitioners, &c: - 


Mr..RUSK. This petition was presented and 
laid upon the table the other day without my noti- 
cing it. 

Mr. BUTLER. Will the Senator permit me? 


Mr. RUSK. Mr. President, I raise a question 
upon the reception of that petition. I feel deterred 
from adding a single word to the eloquent, manly, 
and patriotic remarks which have fallen, a few 
minutes ago, from the honorable Senator from 
Kentucky. I think, sir, that these remarks will 
travel to the different portions of this country; as 
well as other remarks he has made upon this ex- 
citing question, and that, coming from-an individ- 
ual who has served the country long and faithfully, 
who has now arrived at that stage when his ambi- 
tion must be only to depart in peace and see his 
country restored to quiet and happiness, will have 
great weight and effect. I cannot believe—I have 
refused to express the belief—that there is a 
majority in the free States of this Union that coun- 
tenance the incendiary measures with which we 
are constantly annoyed, but which can have no 
other effect on the face of the earth than to alienate 
one section of the country from the other, and to 
make us enemies instead of friends. 

Why, sir, the day before yesterday the petition 
which I hold in my hand was presented, and 
doubtless hundreds of others will follow in its 
train, asking the Congress of the United States to 
enroll the slaves of the slave States in the militia. 
Well, sir, what would follow after the enrollment, 
what would be the consequence of placing arms 
in their hands? To what would it lead? Does 
not everybody know that incendiary publications 
and incendiary speeches are circulated all over 
this broad land with the intention of exciting that 
class of population to insurrection? Every rea- 
sonable man must see that it would have that 
effect upon them. In what condition does this 
place one section of this Union? I have made no 
advances to the North; | have made no addresses 
to her fears in this controversy. I have asked 
nothing except from her patriotism. Do these 
petitions represent the feelings of the North? Do 
the representatives who consume.time in creating 
excitement, and then taunt southern Senators with 
replying to their speeches, do they represent the 
feeling of the North? I trust in God that they do 
not. If they do, what will be the consequence? It 


I stand somewhat peculiarly | 


The other day 1 felt satis- 


Mr. BUTLER. 
related to this subject. 
| fied—what is fully confirmed this morning—what | 


by which petitions of this kind were excluded, or 
rather not received. Scarcely had the fires of sec- 
tional excitement burnt down and become some- 
what smothered, before this morning we see a 
member representing. a sovereign State in part, 
pouring them in here, as he would fuel, to kindle 
a fire which all must see is putting in jeopardy the 
institutions of this country. Mr. President, sup- 
pose the entire northern population should become || 
affected like these petitioners, and should use lan- | 
guage and indicate views such as are expressed in 
this petition, could the southern people live with 
them as brethren? Then what is the object of 
these petitions? Itis either to insult those asso- 
ciated with them under a common compact, or to 
excite and spread. a public opinion at the North 
that would assimilate the opinion of the entire | 
population at the North to the opinions expressed | 
in this petition. My friend from Texas says, God | 
grant that the progress of this thing may be ar- 
rested; but, Mr. President, | am afraid 1 utter a 
truth when I say that that progress is not destined 
to be arrested. Sir, two of the most distinguished 
Senators on this floor have exerted their voices and | 
their influence to arrest it, and what has been the 
consequence? It has brought down upon the 


Mr. RUSK. Certainly. 


i 
| 
| 

would be the consequence of relaxing the rules jj 
i 
| 
| 
| 


Nestor of the Senate, as the Senator from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Cray] is sometimes termed, a system- 
atic attack from different quarters. And what has 
been the fate of the disunguished Senator from 
Massachusetts, (Mr. Webster.) Why public 
meetings have been held, and he has been de- 


is intended, or at least seems to be intended, to 
produce precisely what I have stated; and, if evil 
consequences follow, we cannot go ‘back and 
relicve ourselves from them by looking at the 
good intentions of the men who have produced 
the mischief. The effect of this course is to appeal 
to the slaves which I have at home, to rise and 
burn my house and massacre my wife and children. 
And this is bravery! God deliver me from such 
bravery. This is Boldness! If this be a consci- 
entious discharge of our duty to our God, if this 
be manifesting a proper degree of nerve and bra- 
very, then have I reflected and learned from others 
older than myself to but very little purpose. 

Sir, I will not proceed further. I hope, I pray 
of God that these things may cease. I -appeal to 
those who agitate them, and if I thought | could 
be heard among their constitutents, 1 would call 
upon the freemen of the North to rise up and at 
once rebuke this sectional feeling, which. must, if 
it go on, end in making us the bitterest of enemies. 
If, sir, upon my return from my seat, I should 
find my house’ in ashes, my wife and children 
massacred, though I have not much bravery—none 
to boast of; I trust 1 have enough, however, 
always to conduct myself properly with all man- 
kind—I would feel that I had disgraced the name 
of man if I did not consider. the incendiary villain 
that had stirred up such mischief in my domestic 
circle as my enemy. And if I did not, as long as 
a drop of blood coursed in this good right arm, 
treat him as such, I should consider, sir, that I | 
had degraded the form of man. I ask, in conclu- | 
sion, that this petition may be read. 

The Secretary read the petition as follows: 

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United | 

States of America, in Congress assembied. 
the undersigned, citizens of the county of Ontario, in 
2 of New York, in view of the provisions and com- 
z of the Constitution enjoining upon the people of 
eral States of this Union an. equality of burdens 
ry to the maintenance of a central government, 
all the attention of Congress to the present inequality 
in the military system ofthe Union. In the enreliment of the 
national ililia, a distinction is made, whereby a large elass, 
numbering more than three millions of people, are enti 
sd from enrollment apd military duty. This large 
siding chiefly in the southern States, the chief burden į 


stem, and of the national defence, in case of insur- 
In 


ing the broad duty of good faith in compliance with | 
treaties and the compromises of the Constitution. 
| Sir, that very influcnce of which | have been speak- 
ing is exerted through this body, and the Senate 
of the United States 1s made the heart from which 
this poison is to circulate throughout every part of 
the land. And there are those here who minister || 
to that feeling by making themselves the instru- | 
ments to present these petitions, to get up this 
public opinion, for the denunciation of one part of 
the United States, or with a view to organize a 
party in another, by which they are to array them 
in a hostile atitude towards each other. And yet |; 
when southern gentlemen rise and complain of; 
this; it is little less than treason, according to the 1 

t 

| 

i 


| 


press of the North, and according to the view. of 
some of these gentlemen themseives. Moderate 
men rise and appeal to the Constitution and are 
reprobated. Men more interested rise and express 
| themselves more warmly. Butail are denounced. 
Constant attrition, Mr. President, will wear away | 
the solid rock; and this continued dripping from |) 
the abolition fountains—poliuted fountains as they |! 
are—has already made an impression of something || 
more than mere attrition. And yet these petitions | 
will continue to come, and i know of no way of | 
avoiding it; and as J said the other day, let them i 
come, and with them let the issue come. Let the |; 
issue come! For l repeat itis impossible, until | 
we create an issue, and one that will put the Union | 
in jeopardy, to have an adjustment of these ques- 
tions. Let the issue come, then, Í again repeat. 
Mr. FOOTE, 


i 


We, 


beloved friends here, or as I have been myself 
upon several former occasions. 1 rather think, | 
sir, that the action which has been commented i 
upon—the introduction of certain petitions here, || 
and the agitation kept up in connection therewith— |; 
is simply a part of the policy of a certain class of į; 
politicians in the North, with the view to the cul- | 


tivation (as we have heretofore had very broadly ji 


would 


i 
| 
| 
H 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
i 
i 
j 
| 


of tie sy: 1 l e 

rection or invasion, is brown upon thenorthern States. 
cases of insurrection or invasion, the whole power of the 
North may be called upon to defend the South; but we | 


i 
j 
H 
i 


nounced in every form, and for what? For avow- | 


admitted: before us) of a sort of local- popularity, 
with a view to. their own. personal advancement. 
I do not believe, indeed I feel assured to.ihe con- 
trary, that-in the States of the North there is such 
a condition of public sentiment as will justify the 
movements of certain persons, here and elsewhere, 
upon the questions referred to. . Nor has anything 


i which has occurred this morning induced: me to 


believe that the Union is in greater danger to-day 


i than it was on yesterday, or the day before yes- 


terday.. The old saying is, that the darkest. pe- 
riod of the night is just before day, and l trust, 
sir, that the morning of our deliverance is. now 
dawning upon us, and that the period of darkness 
and gloom has well nigh terminated. Mr. Presi- 
dent, if honorable gentlemen are really persuaded, 
as | know they are, that the Union is in such se- 
rious danger, and with it the prosperity and hap- 
piness of all these States, they ought to feel, and 
doubtless do feel—indeed 1 know they do feel— 
still more -strongly inclined to adopt some plan of 
fraternal patriotic compromise or adjustment, by 
whatever name they may choose to designate it, 


| which may rescue the Republic from peril, put 
down faction and factionists, and secure a triumph. 


to sound principles and their patriotic advocates, 
over their fierce and unscrupulous adversaries, 
who have banded themselves together for pur- 
poses which all good men must condemn, and aid 
in defeating. 1 glory, sir, in reflecting that this 
body has it in its power, in a certain mode, to 
apply a most efficient corrective to this accursed 
evil of agitation; a corrective that my mind has 
deliberately contemplated heretofore, and in refer- 
ence to which my judgment has long since. been 
fully made up. I repeat, sir, that this body has 
a conservative remedy under the Constitution, 
which may be used to some extent for the pur- 
pose of suppressing this agitation, and to relieve 
the country from those evils which have been 
so clearly depicted, and so strongly and justly 
reprobated this morning. To be entirely explicit, 
1 will say that I, for one, let other gentlemen do. 
as they please, intend to look hereafter, at the 
right time, and in a proper spirit, to all the nomi- 
nations for office that may be presented to us here- 
after, as well as those now before us, in order to 
ascertain the precise influences under which they 


i have been made, and upon whose recommendation 


the nominees have been so fortunate as to obtain 
the favor of the Executive. I intend to look back 
to all the facts connected with such nominations, 
and to ascertain for myself and for my constitu- 
ents, whether certain influences of a malign ‘and 
dangerous character have been at all associated 
with any such nomination. l intend to ascertain 


| if these nominees, or their principals, stand con- 


nected with any of the attacks which have been 
made upon certain distinguished patriots and 
statesmen here, on account of their laudable efforts 
to vindicate the dignity of the Constitution, to lend 
their aid, as they,have done, to a scheme of paci- 
fication or compromise, to relieve the country from 
existing peril, and to establish our institutions upon 
a still firmer foundation than they now occupy. I 


| intend, for one, if I can, to ascertain whether any 


man nominated for a high or a petty office, stands 


| affiliated closely with any individual, prominent 
' or otherwise, here or elsewhere, who has exercised 


an influence in getting up these attacks upon high 
character, or is in the least degree responsible tor 
any of these malign and unprincipled attacks made 
upon distinguished statesmen here. Lsay that |, 
for one, upon the ascertainment of such facts, in- 
tend to use the conservative remedy which the 


! Constitution has given to us, for the purpose of 
; defeating such nomination, and teaching the per- 


sons to whom’ i have alluded a sound practical 
lesson, which I have reason to believe will not be 
entirely lost upon them, nor wholly unprofitable 
to the country. I will never consent that any por- 
tion of the official influence of this Republic shall 


; be exercised in opposition to the Constitution, to 
` the injury of revered patriots, and for the over- 
I must confess that | am not-so |; 
much excited on this occasion as several of my | 


throw of those noble institutions which our vener- 
ated forefathers have bequeathed to us. 1 con- 
sider it my most solemn duty, in reference to this 
whole matter, to apply this corrective fearlessly, 
promptly, unsparingly, and, if possible, effica- 
ciously; and l have made this formal announcement 
with the hope that it may have a salutary influence 
even here. l make no special personal allusion, 
of course, to any member of our own body—this 
would be unparliamentary—but I do trust that 
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certain individuals whoare known to be particularly 
ambitious of having an-active participation in the 
distribution of the spoils of office; who, in fact, are 
rather “notorious” for attempts to monopolize the 
whole official patronage under the Federal Govern- 
ment, will take'seasonable warning fromthe. hint 
now imparted, and that they will understand that 
some of wyare resolved to meet them with this po- 
tent remedy, and -putian end to-their local conse- 
uence at home, by defeating every nomination 
which they may have had. the least agency in 
bringing before the Senate. . 
SMe HALE: As these remarks have been: called 
“forth, sir, by what I have done in presenting peti- 
tions here, | wigh to put myself right on a partic- 
ular subject. = ` : 
Mr: FOOTE. L did not allade to the Senator 
from New. Hampshire. i 
oMr BALE. L am'glad to hear it. I was 
going to tell the Senator from Mississippi, that if 
he had alluded to me, he mightas well have saved 
his breath for some more valuable purpose, because 
Į wish to state to the Senate that since I have been 
in this city E have never, except upon one occa- 
‘sion, had the patronage of a single individual in 
my hands. [ have never given advice except in one 
single instance, and then it was because | happened 
to be the only man from New Hampshire in the 
city, and even then [ was so unwilling to take the 
responsibility of giving advice that I consulted 
with the Senator from Massachusetts, who has 
resided there, and that man has been confirmed. 
That is the only solitary appointment I have ever 
tendered advice about, or been asked about by 
this Administrationgsince itcame into power. No 
friends of mine have anything to gain or lose by 
any influence of mine of this sort. I have never 
tried to exercise any, and l never mean to. So 
much for myseif; if anybody else is hurt, they 


may take care of their own sore places. (Laugh- 
ter. 
Mr. FOOTE. All that I have to say is, that I 


«did not intend to allude to the Senator from New 
Hampshire. f never suspected him of having the 
least influence with the Administration, [Laugh- 
ter.) [ never suspected such a thing. 1 never 
heard him charged with having the least influence 
with the present patrivtic Executive. God forbid 
thata suspicion so unjust tothe Executive should 
ever enter my mind! [Laughter.] He might 
have saved himself the trouble of vindication, as t 
distinctly disavowed any allusion to him. If there 
are any persons here or elsewhere that feel—to 


pose of making a motion, anu, without further 
argument upon the subject, invite the Senate to 
act upon it; expressing a hope, and I shall call for 
the yeas and: nays for that purpose, that. this peti- | 
tion will be rejected by the decisive, and indignant, 
and unanimous vote of the whole body. I*move 
you, sir, to take up the petition, and. I will then 
move to reject the prayer of the petition, and call 
for the yeas and nays. i a 

The motion to take up the petition having been 
put arid carried—~ 
: Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, said: I ad- 
dressed the Chair, I believe, before the question 
was put. , i 

Mr. CLAY. I do not think my motion will 
take up any time. 

Mr. DAVIS. I was going to say-that the hour 
has arrived for taking up the special order. 

Mr. CLAY. Oh, let. us come to a vote upon 
this matter first. 1 move to reject the prayer of 
the petition, and I call for the yeas and nays. 

‘Phe yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SEWARD. 1 have voted for the yeas and 
nays upon this question, as, in my whole life and 
the whole of my legislative experience, l have 
never voted against the yeas and nays, and never 
hesitated to record my opinion. ‘This petition 
was presented by me, among sixty or seventy 
other petitions, from the citizens of various parts 
of the State of New York yesterday, and therefore 
a word is due from me upon the subject, and that 
word will be spoken with frankness, with respect, 
and with firmness, if i shall be able to combine 
those three sentiments. ‘The fact of the presenta- 
tion of this petition by myself has drawn down 
upon me severe censure, if f understood the hon- 
orable Senator from Texas, [Mr. Rusx,] in the 
remarks which he made. In reply to those re- 
marks, and to the remarks of no other Senator, I 
have to say that | have beretofore—without troub- 
jing the Senate with any argument in defence or 
vindication of my views upon the right of peti- 
tion—distinetly stated that I deemed the right of 
petition an inherent right of the citizen, an mde- 
feasible right, just as much as the right of suffrage, 
a right to be forfeited only by crime. I hold it to 
be the indefeasible right of every human being to | 
petition a higher power. I submit myself to all | 
applications and all demands, in private and in 
public life; and this natural and inherent right of 
man is specially secured and guarantied, as t un- 
derstand the Constitution, to every citizen of this 
country. I therefore present, as one of the organs 


use the language of the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire—that they have “sore places,” and will 
point them out, f will say at once whether or not 
I sefer to them, because I am perfectly willing to 
be understood. [think my allusion is understood 
to some extent, and will be understood by the 
country; and 1 wish to be understood by the coun- 
try as being solemnly resolved to act upon the 
principle which | have named. , 

Mr. BADGER. I moveto lay the question on 
the table, 

Mr. CLAY. Will the Senator withdraw the 
motion for a moment? 

Mr. BADGER. Certainly, sir—certainly. 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, it has been my 
constant course, through a conviction of its ex- 
pediency, to receive generally petitions whenever 
they are presented to us for any objectat all within 
our power, or respecting which it can be doubtful 
whether we have the power or not. | adopted 
this course many years ago, upon full reflection, 
believing that that would happen which afterward 
did happen—that they would connect the subject 
of abolition with the right of petition, and they 
would acquire additional consequence from such a 
union of the subjects. But, sir, this petition isa 
very different thing. It is the first time, t think, 
that any such petition was ever presented. What 
is it, sir? Why, that the whole negro population 
of the country should be enrolled in the militia. 

Mc. HALE. No; that petition has been dis- 
posed of. 

Mr. CLAY. Then F will make a motion to 
take it up again, and make a motion in which, I 
hope, we may have a unanimous vote. Was the 
petition laid on the table? 

Mr. RUSK. I will withdraw my motion, so 
that it goes upon the table. 

Mr. CLAY. I will move then to take up the 
petition. on the subject of the enroilment of the 


| gard to the Constitution and all the institutions of | 


| happiness,” and that it is the fundamental pur- 


through whom application must be made to this 
legislative body, every petition that is submitted 
to me for that purpose. IL withhold none. I de- 
fend and vindicate those which 1 rise in my place 
to defend and vindicate, and I leave without vindi- 
cation or defence, and for future consideration, | 
those which I present without vindication or de- 
fence. This is my ruleof action. Other Senators 
have a difterent rule. They think they have a 
right, and that they are bound to discriminate be- 
tween petitions which they will present to this 
body, and those which they will not. Ido not | 
impugn their motives; 1 do not assail them in the | 
least. l should have lived to but jittle purpose, | 


tions of justice and charity to the mouves of others. 


is my duty, under any circumstances of censure. 
l go a little further in explanation, because J shall | 
vote for receiving this peution. I 
the resolution to reject it. i 

Mr. CLAY, (in his seat.) The motion is to | 
reject the PRAYER of the petition. 

Mr. SEWARD. I thank the honorable Senator | 
from Kentucky for the information. [ understood į 
it to be a motion to reject the petition itself. 


petition. 


Mr. President, as long as { have lived, if 1 had l; 
not learned from my own infirmities the obliga- || 


I shall not shrink from the performance of what | 


shali vote against |! 


A Senaror. Oh, no; to reject the prayer of the |} 


among men should be held and maintained until 
they can: be peaceably, lawfully, and corstitution- 
ally changed. l amin favor, as I have said, of 
the emancipation of the slaves in this country, and 
in all countries; but, as I have said before, am in 
favor of obtaining that object only by. peaceful, 
Jawful, and constitutional means; and where the 
Constitution interdicts, there I stop. To receive 
this petition, and reject its prayerasone that ought 
not to be granted, isin exact accordance with the 
course I have before proposed in regard to petitions 
for a dissolution of the Union. It belongs to the 
States where slavery. exists to abolish it there. 
To atm and organize the slaves would be a means 
of violence to effect emancipation unconstitution- 
ally,.in violation of State rights. 

And now, whatever may be intended for me, 
here or elsewhere, I beg honorable Senators to 
understand thig as the rule of my conduct for the 
future. T shal never assail the motives of any 
member of this body. Ishall never defend myself 
against any imputation of motives made against - 
me. If such imputations are made, in whatever 
shape they may come, as they have done in va- 
rious shapes here, I shall pass them by. in silence. 
They will not in the least disturb my equanimity. 
I will venture further to assure those who may 
make them, that they will not in the least degree 
change my social and private feelings in regard to 
them. And [shall pursue this course for the sim- 
ple reason, that if a different one was pursued by 
me towards others, I should expect it to have the | 
same effect upon them, which any want of kind- 
ness, or courtesy, or respect towards me on their 
part has upon me; and that is just exactly no effect 
whatever—no effect at all. They must consult 
their consciences, their sense of propriety; I shall 
consult mine;.and when I shall retire from this 
body, at the expiration of my term of office,every ` 
member who shall continue here with me will find 
that I have vindicated this rule of action. I have 
never retorted nor retaliated; I never shall. 

Mr. CLAY. Irise to say a single word, and 
that is, 10 express a hope that there will be no 
further discussion, but that the vote will be taken, 
and taken in the manner L have suggested, with a 
solemnity and unanimity which, Lam sure, will 
have a good effect. The petition, be it remem- 
bered, has been received. There can therefore be 
no reproach against-the Senate for not receiving it. ° 
The question now is, shall its prayer be granted? 
| And that prayer is todo what no man can conceive 

or dream of without horror and dismay. ‘The 
proposition is to embody every slave in the United 
States in the militia of the United States. Sir, I 
trust honorable Senators are prepared to vote upon 
this question, The Senator who sits near me [Mr. 
Sewarp] has, in a very calm, orderly manner, 
expressed his views. Though we may not agree 
with him, let us say nothing more, but go to the 
vote, and vote, by a singular instance of unanimity 
and decision, against the abominable prayer of the 
petition, 

The motion was put from the chair, and tre 
pas and nays having been taken, resulted as fol- 
ows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Benton, Bor- 
land, Bradbury, Bright, Butler, Chase, Clarke, Clay, Cooper, 
Corwin, Davis of Ma-sachusetts, Dayton, Dickineen, Dodge 
of lowa, Dodge of Wisconsin, Douglass, Belch, Foote, 
Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Hunter, Jones, King, Mangum, Ma- 
son, Miller, Morton, Norris, Pearee, Phetps, Husk, Seba: 
tian, Seward, Shields, Smith, Soulé, Spruance, Turney, 
Underwood, Wales, Walker, Webster, Whitcomb, and 
Yulee—48. 

NAYS. None. 


So the motion was unanimously adopted. 
PETITION WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED, 
On motion by Mr. HUNTER, 


Ordered, That the petition of Charles Taylor, on the files 
: of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pensions, 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. SEWARD. Iam very glad to receive the | 
explanation. It furnishes me an occasion on which | 
I can, with great pleasure and satisfaction, mani- | 
fest the spirit which I entertain and cherish in re- | 


this country. j 

I have had occasion to say heretofore, that | 
while 1 believe that all men have “ natural and in- | 
alienable rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of l 


i 
t 


| 


i 
{ 
H 


pose of this Government to secure these rights, 


slaves of’ this country in the militia, for the pur- 


H 


that at the same time. such ‘institutions as exist 


l 

1 

Mr. TURNEY gave notice of his intention to 
| morrow, or some subsequent day, to ask leave to 


i! introduce a bill supplementary to the act entitled 


i ee 


An act for the payment of horses and other 
property lost or destroyed in the military service 
of the United States.” 


SYNOPTICAL INDEX TO LAWS? 


Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which lies over under the rule: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be authorized 
to contract with Messrs. Litte & Brown for twelve hundred 
and fifty copies of the Syuoptical Index prepared by. direc- 
ton of the Senate, and to embrace in addition the laws of 


1850. 
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the present session of Congress, at a price not. exceeding 
three dollars a volume, printed an@-hound in the style o! the 
Statutes at Large, publisbed under the authority of Congress 
by said Litue & Brown. 

THE CENSUS BILL. e 

On motion by Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, 
the Serate then proceeded to the consideration of 
the special order of the day. 

The VICE PRESIDENT announced that the 
special order was the unfinished business of yes- 
terday, the census bill, and that when the Senate 
adjourned the following amendment was pending: 

“ Be it further enacted, That the prepar.story printing ren- 
dered necessary by this act, so far as the same is nut already 
done, shall, in order to give dispatch to business, be done 
under contract with the census board, on fifteen days? no- 
tice, by the lowest bidder.”” 

Mr. SMITH. I wish to make a suggestion or two 
to the gentleman who offered the amendment, (Mr. 
Wurrcoms,] by which I hope to be able to induce | 
him to withdraw his proposition. My friend from | 


Arkansas, (Mr. Borianp,] when the original bill || 


was under consideration, very early in the debate, 
made a similar proposition to the Senate; bat, after 
some explanations which I made at that time, he 
saw fit to withdraw it. 

Mr. BORLAND. No, I did not. 
jected. 

Mr. SMITH. Ah! I thought my honorable 
friend had withdrawn it. If the amendment is 
adopted as suggested by the Senator from Indiana, 
jt would involve this entire subject in inexplicable 
difficulty, and in my opinion it would be utterly 
impossible to execute the law atall, particularly at 
this late day. E understand that the census board 
has already made a contract for the paper and pre- 
liminary printing that is required in order to carry 
this law into effect. Whether the contract was 
advertised for or not, | do not know, but [ will 
state, for the information of the Senate, that it is 
necessary, in order to enable the census takers, 
the marshals and theirdeputies, to do this business 
properly, that there should be put 
a very peculiar kind of paper. Paper of a very 
fine quality is required; it must be made entirely 
of linen; it is a paper which must be made by 
hand and which cannot be made by machinery; 


It was re- 


and I have to say, in the first place, that if this || 


rinting is to be put out at contract to the lowest 
Bidder, it will be totally impossible for the con- 
tractoř to procure paper in time for the proper ex- 
ecution of the contract. Moreover, paper of this 
sort has been procured by a printing concern in 
this city; it has been procured at a very great 
expense; it must all be made by hand, as | before 


observed, and not by machinery, and, therefore, if 


what has been done—and done properly, | 
pose, 
of Congress, by the census board. 


sup- 


I have not 


been particuiar in inquiring into the subject; but I | 


take it for granted that they have acted in con- 


formity with the law—if this is all to be set aside, | 


and the business now put into the hands of 
new contractors, | would ask the Senate, in what 
condition will the matter be placed? ‘The new 
contractor would have to supply himself with this 
paper, which, as I have explained, is made in a 
peculiar manner,and which, I venture tosay, could 


not be procured between three and six months. In || 
addition to this, even if there was time to carry | 


any measure, such as is contemplated by the hon- 
orable member from Indiana, | do not believe that 


any contract you could make upon the principle of j 


giving it to the lowest bidder, would be executed 
in such a manner as the public service requires. I 
care not what may be the stipulations of the con- 


tract; Í care not what guarantees you may demand | 
f the public printer—of any man who may give | 
fhe lowest bid for the public printing—you never | 


can get the contract executed in such a manner as 
the public interests require. You would get an 


inferior quality of paper. The paper which is | 


now in the hands of the contractors with the cen- 


sus board, is very nearly of the strength and qual- ! 
lt is avery superior kind of | 


ity of bank paper. it j 
paper. I believe specimens of it have been laid on 
the tables of honorable Senators. s 
stipulate in the contract, that the printers shail 
furnish paper that has all the strength of bank 
paper, butt deny that you could have any guar- 
antee that the contract would be fulfilled. The 
paper willbe of an inferior quality; and by the 
time the blanks reach Washington, from the hands 


of the marshals and their deputies, the documents | 


will be in such a state as to be illegible, and of no 


into their hands | 


under the law passed at the last session | 


Now you may | 


use for the purpose of making up the abstract that 
is ultimately to constitute the census... i hope, 
therefore, that upon further consideration, the 
honorable Senator from Indiana will not press the 
amendment; or if he persists in it, 1 hope that the 
Senate will not pass it. Even should this bill be 
carried through here to-day, and sent to the House 
of Representatives, it cannot be passed there until 
the end of the month, and then, after the fort- 
night’s notice provided for in the amendment, the 
contract is to be given to the lowest bidder, and 
the materials procured; so that it would probably 
be the end of August or the beginning of Septem- 
ber before the Government could begin distribu- 
ting the blanks through the thirty Siases, and I do 
not know bow many Territories, which compose 
this Union; stretching from the Atlantic to the Pa- 
cific coast. If this amendment is to be madea 
| part of the law, we may just as well come to the 
| conclusion that we will pass no law. If you com- 
pel the census board to enter into a new contract 
| with the lowest bidder, out of. perhaps forty com- 


|| petitors, the work will be undertaken at a rate at 


which it cannot possibly be done, and an inferior 
paper will be used, which will crumble to pieces 
in the hands of the marshals. I repeat again, that 
you may as well come to the conclusion to disre- 
gard altogether the requirements of the Constitu- 
|| tion on the subject of the census, as adopt the 
amendment of the Senator from Indiana. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. Before saying anything 
in reply to the Senator from Connecticut, } de- 
sire to modify the amendment by substituting 
‘the word “ten” for “fifteen.” f modify the 
amendment in order to obviate, as far as possi- 
ble, the objection on the score of length of time, but 
1 am far from being satisfied of the propriety of re- 
| jecting the amendment. The principal objection 
made by the Senator is, that the work requires to 
be done on paper of a particular quality, made en- 
tirely of linen, and that it would be impracticable 
for all the paper manufactories in the United States, 
near enough to Washington to be available, to 
| make this paper by the time itis required by the 
exigencies of the bill. Weill, suppose that that is 
| the case—and | confess 1 um very incredulous 
of it—the persons that have this supply of fine 
linen paper would have so much the more advan- 
tage in bidding for the job. 1 do not see, therefore, 
how the public or the gentleman’s friend will suffer 
| by the operation. Bur, sir, | am confident that 
there would be competition enough for us to get 
| the work done in ample time for all the requirements 
of the bill. Now, we are all of us, I believe, as- 
sured that there has been a belief prevalent in some 
quarters that there is sometimes favoritism dis- 
played in the distribution of patronage of this de- 
scription, and | will say that the Senator from Con- 
necticut should be one of the first to desire that a 
different direction should be taken, in having this 
printing done, than has been contemplated, for the 
purpose of excluding every possibie suspicion of 
this kind. 1 know that 1 should be very sorry to 
have such a responsibility piaced on any friends of 
mine, on account of the imputations that might be 
cast upon them. We have not yet been informed, 
i| although a similar motion to this was made the 
other day, what has been the character of this ex- 
isting contract which the gentleman insists has been 
made. What is the amount to be paid for the 
work? If it had been a reasonable amount, it seems 
to me we should be informed of it, for the purpose 
|| of disarming suspicion. Why are we not thus in- 
|| formed? L hope it is all right, but I should be far 
l| more sure that itis all right if my amendment ob- 
| tains; and | am the more anxious that the amend- 
ment should obtain, because objection is made to 
it. I shall not suppose, sir, that any great loss of 
| time will result from the adoption of this amend- 
ment. Lapprebend thatif an indication is made at 
i| this early period of the course that will be pursued 
i] by the Senate hereafter, that every preparation will 
‘| be made for supplying this paper aud domg this 
|| printing, and those who would desire to compete 
j for it will bave their attention drawn to the fact, 
I 
| 
i 
| 


and will be ready, the instant the proposals are 
published, to make their bids. J believe the amend- 
ment would have a salutary effect in ge:ting this 
work cheaper and better done. We have heard a 


public printing to the country, and of the imperfect 
| manner in which it is done. i should say itis be- 
cause the contract is not sufficiently well made, or, 
|| if well made, because it is not enforced. Let the 


i 
j 


! breach of the contract, 


great deal said, sir, of the great expense of the į! 


contractor understand that, if the work is not done 
by him in.the manner required by the contract, he 
will be subjected to the penalties attached: to the 
The fault lies in not hold- 
ing the contractors to strict accountability for, the 
manner in which the work isdone. We know 
that there is an impression abroad that. this is..a 
matter of favor. IL wish it to be a matter of favor, 
but a matter of favor to the public treasury. These 
are the reasons why I.shall vote for the. amend- 
ment. f 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I believe I can give the 
Senate some of the information which the gentle- 
man from Indiana calls for. Thavé thoughtit my 
duty to go to the printing office, and I have ob- 
| tained some at least of the information. This 
contract has been made, sir, for paper, tothe ex- 
tent of three thousand reams, and each of these 
reams cost six dollars; but in the contract for 
three thousand reams, at six dollars per ream, 
the Government have a right to take two thou- 
sand additional reams, if they think proper, at the 
same price, thus making the contract for five 
thousand reams, at six dollars per ream, which 
will be thirty thousand dollars for paper. This 
contract will, I presume, be interfered with to 
some extent, if the gent man’s amendment pre- 
vails, and therefore I think it ought not to be 
adopted, because of its interference with the con- 
tract already made. I understand that three 
thousand reams have already been furnished, and 
of these, four hundred reams have already been 
used in printing schedules one, two, and three. 
| Very little of it—not more than two reams—have 
been used in printing schedules four, five, and six; 
but most of the printing which has already taken 
place is upon schedules one, two, and three, being 
the schedules which the committee adopted, so as 
not to interfere with the printing already done. 
In the work already done, there have been 180,000 
sheets already printed and ready for distribution; 
those 180,000 sheets, if you make any material 
alterations, would all be lost. The committee, in 
adopting the schedules of the census board which 
have been prinied, were to some extent governed 
by the fact that these 180,000 sheets had been al- 
ready printed and finished. There has already 
been paid for paper under this contract six thou- 
sand dollars, out of the ten thousand dollars which 
were appropriated by the last Congress for the 
use of the census board; the other four thousand 
dollars of that ten thousand dollars have not yet 
been nsed, as far as I understand. These are the 
facts which the gentleman from Indiana desired to 
have, so far as the contract heretofore has been 
entered into and made.. . 

Mr, WALKER. I would inquire of the hon- 
orable Senator from Kentucky, by whom this pa- 
per. was provided, and under what authority ? 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Ir was provided, as I 
understand, by the census board, under the au- 
thority of the act of last session. By that act an 
appropriation was made of ten thousand dollars, 
which sum was placed at the disposal of the census 
board, with the view of enabling them to procure 
paper and prepare blanks suitable for going on 
with the work at the proper time. 

Mr. WALKER. I would inquire whether 
this paper will be available in case the amendment 
of the Senator from Indiana be adopted? 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I understand that the 
gentlemen composing the census board have put 
out their proposals for printing the forms, and that 
the work has been partly executed, 

Mr. WALKER. This paper, as Í understand, 
belongs to the Government, having been bought 
with the money of the Government. 

Mr. SMITH. Not atall. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. 1 will yield the floor to 
| the Senator from Connecticut after | shall have 
made one single remark, which is, that the six 
thousand dollars that have been puid for the pa- 
per were paid out of the ten thousand that were 
| appropriated at the last session. This is my un- 
| derstanding, though i may be wrong. 

Mr. SMITH. The facts are these. The cen- 
sus board was established by an act of the last 
session, and authorized to do this work; that is to 
say, to procure the proper materials, and to do 
i the prinuing, and deliver the work when finished 
to the Government, The paper. all belongs to 
Gideon & Co. The census board made a contract 


with Gideon & Co. for the work to be delivered 
when finished. fn the mean time, all the mates 
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rials, the paper, the work, the machinery, &c., 
belong to’ Gideon & Co. If these gentlemen 
should: happen to be the lowest bidders, they will 
of course go on and complete the work. 

The. VICE PRESIDENT. The question. is 
on the amendment proposed by the Senator from 
Indiana. B 

Mr. WHITCOMB. Iwould like to see the act 
under which this was dane. 

Mr: BRIGHT. © Those:-Senators who are con- | 
versant with the legislation of last session on this 
subject must be apprised that no authority existed 
on the part of this board’ to:make any contract 
binding on thé: Govermihent for the furnishing of 
paper or blanks. I have’a very distinct impres- 
sion, too, that the law then passed was in conform- 
ity to what was thus understood by the Senate. 
The law reads as follows: F 

“That the Secretary of State, the Attorney General, and 


the Postiuaster General shall constitute and be a board, to # 


he styled the Census Board; that it shall be the duty of the 
said béard to prepare and cause to be printed such forms 
and schedules as may be necessary for the full enumeration 
of the inhabitants of the United States ; and also proper 
forms and schedules for collecting, in statistical tables, 
under proper heads, such information as to mines, agricul- 
ture, commerce, manulactures, education, and other topics, 
as willexhibita full view of the pursuits, industry, educa- 
tion, and resources of the country; it being provided that 
ale namber of said inquiries, exclusive of the enumeration, 
shall not execed one hundred, and that the expense incur- 
red in preparing and printing said forms and schedules shall 
not exceed ten thousand dollars.”” 

Now, it will be seen from the reading of this 
act that the appropriation of ten thousand dollars 
ig not sufficient to meet the expenses which have 
been incurred in the printing necessary to be done. 
Ten thousand dollars was but a small moiety. 
The object.of this appropriation was to enable this 
board to do as it had done, and that they might 
address inquiries to different parts of the Union, 
consult different interests, and ascertain what 
would be the best plan on which to commence 
their labors, and that they should prepare the 
forms not in the whale, but such as they might 
deem proper, and that these forms should be re- 
ported to Congress when they met at this session, 
and be adopied or not, as Congress might see fit. 
I apprehend, sir, it was not contemplated at that 
time that this board should adopt forms that should 
operate upon us, and that we should be compelled 
to adopt, or that they should go. to work under 
this law and enter upon contracts for the entire 
printing necessary to be done; such a state of 
things was not conignplated. ft was merely in- 
tended that they should prepare the forms, and 
present them to us for our consideration, and that 


we should alter or amend, as we did on yesterday, | 


if we thought necessary; and that, after such seru- 
tiny, Congress was to determine as to what in- | 
quiries shall be adopted under the appropriate | 
heads, and that a general law should be passed 
for taking the census, embracing the contract of | 
printing with it. This is what I understand to be | 
the law, and it is the only interpretation, I appre- 
hend, that the law will bear. 

Mr. PEARCE. I diter with the Senator from 
Indiana entirely. 1 recollect the whole course of | 
legislation at the last session on this subject dis- 
tinctly. J beg leave to state that early in last! 
session a bill was reported from the committee by | 
the Senator from Massachusetts, but it was never 
taken up. There was an amendment or substitute | 
for the bill proposed by the Senator from Ken- | 
tucky, but neither the bill nor substitute was acted | 
upon. There was a bill reported by the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary in the House of Represent- 
atives, and that bill, too, the House would not 
take up. In this state of affairs, Mr. Palfrey, a | 
member then, though not a member now, intro- : 
duced by general consent, the bill nearly in the form | 
in which it was passed. He made a short speech | 
upon that occasion, and the only speech that was | 
made. In that speech he declared that the arrange- 


ment of all these details was properly a matter of |: 


executive duty, and could be much better attended | 
to by a board, organized as he proposed, of mem- | 
bers of the Executive Departments, than it could ° 
be by Congress, and the recurrence of this ques- : 
tion has led to much of the extended discussion | 
that has taken place upon this bill since it was | 
taken up. Lt was stated, I believe, by him, and it 
was an understood fact, that Congress never had 
upon a prior occasion thought of carrying out | 
these details by legislation. These details have : 
always been referred by the law in general terms 
to the Secretary of State, who made all the arrange- 


iments that it was thought necessary to make to 
„carry the work to completion, without reporting 
to Congress. There is not a word in this law 
: about reporting these tables to Congress. On.the 
contrary, we have good reason for asserting that 
the House of Representatives who reported, this 
bill excluded any such supposition. . I admit: that 
in regard to this point there is some little contra- 


i| riety of opinion. The bill was opposed by some 


gentlemen because of it, both in this Chamber and 
| the other House; nevertheless it turned. over: all 
these details to the members of the Executive 
Departments for their final adjustment. Itis said 
that the Senator from Massachusetts thought 
otherwise; but I apprehend that he had not at 
that stage of the session examined the subject 
very minutely, and he did think that these forms 
could be reported to the Senate, or he would 
not have expressed that opinion, and he was 
the only member who did so. It was an opin- 
lion in which he was mistaken; and all we 
‘| have to do is tolook at the bill, and it will be 
plainly seen, I think, that itis made the duty of 
this board to prepare and cause to be printed what- 
ever forms and schedules may be necessary, said 
i forms and schedules to be submitted to Congress 
for'their approbation. The bill says expressly 
| that-they are to prepare all such forms and sched- 
|| ules as may be necessary for the full enumeration 
of the inhabitants of the United States. Now, if 
! they prepare forms and schedules simply, they 
i will not be doing all that is necessary to be done 
| for the proper enumeration of the inhabitants of 
| the United States; and it isa great absurdity to 
print forms and schedules which may or may not 
| be used in ascertaining the enumeration of the in- 
! habitants of the United. States. In addition to 
| that, I would state that the appropriation of ten 
| thousand dollars is insufficient for the printing of 
all the forms, though itis much more than suf- 
| ficient for the preparation of the forms to be sub- 
mitted to Congress. As the bill was originally 
i drawn up inthe House, it contained a provision 
appropriating one hundred thousand dollars as a 
|; sum suficient to cover all the expense of paper 
| and printing; but in the Senate, for what reason I 
i do not know, the sum of one hundred thousand 
dollars was stricken out, and ten thousand dollars 
inserted. Now, this sum is vastly more than suf- 
ficient to pay the expense of preparing the forms 
to be submitted to Congress. From the whole 
‘history of the affair, I think it can scarcely be 
| doubted thatif they had given any other construc- 
į on of the duty imposed upon them by this law 

than they did, they would have been neglectful of 
; their duty. They would not have saved the time 

which was the object of this bill to do. ‘The great 
object of this bill was to have the work done in 
time, so as to have the census fairly taken. That 


mitted to Congress for approval, and subjected to 


i; the delay necessarily attendant thereupon. | think, 
i! therefore, that these gentlemen, who made a short 


| report at the beginning of the session and another 


| one since, to be found in executive document No. 
i 88, would not have discharged their duty under 
| 


| the law if they had not done precisely what they 
| have. 


the forms, they can do so, but I see no good to be 
| attained by it. 

Mr. BRIGHT. What may have been the im- 
pressions made upon the minds of Senators of 
| what was done in the other House, it is impossi- 


| because I do not think it necessary. I insist upon 
i the position that it did not enter into the contem- 
| plation of Congress, in passing this law, to give 
į to the board the absurd power of forcing upon us 
a certain set of forms, whether we were willing to 
adopt them or not. A limitation was made in the 


i law confining the number of inquiries to one hun- | 
; dred, for the purpose of giving Congress the power | 
d by 


| to decide what questions should be propose 


ithe deputy marshais, and what should be the 
: character of those inquiries. 


tical matter whatever. The appropriation of ten 


| thousand dollars was for the purpose of defraying | 


| the incidental expenses resulting from preparing 


| the forms and agreeing upon the kind of inform- | 
Now, the most suc- | 


| ation proper to be obtained. 
; cessful reply to the argument of the Senator from 


1 Many southern Sen- |} 
‘ators have objected to the collection of any statis- į 
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could not have been, if the forms were to be sub- | 


I think they have done right, and if it be | 
| the pleasure of the Senate to pass a law changing 


| ble for me to say, and what may have been the | 
‘import of the report I shall not attempt to state, 


| 


{| sioned. 


Maryland, with reference to the expense of print- 
ing the blanks, is found in the fact that the bill for 
printing the census documents in 1840 amounted 
| to gyer two hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

wr. PEARCE. I would remind the Senator 
: from Indiana that that amount includes not only 
the expense of preparing forms and schedules to - 
be sent out to the marshals, but the whole printing 
of all the documents after the returns were ob- 
tained, the compendiums, &c. The printing of 
the forms and schedules did not costa tithe of that 
sum. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Iam aware of that, Mr. Presi- 
dent, but the effect of that bill will be to transfer 
the entire printing that will result from taking the 
census to whoever is entitled to it under this bill; 
for it is clearly evident that whoever prints the 
forms will subsequently, as a matter of course, 
print the tables referred to by the Senator from 
Maryland. 

Mr. PEARCE, (in his seat.) Not at all. 

Mr. BRIGHT. If the Senator will look at the 
law he will see that it is broad enough to cover 
the whole of the printing connected with the ta- 
king of the census. I ask the chairman of the 
committee if he does not so understand it? 

Mr. DAVIS. I will state to the honorable 
Senator what my understanding of it is, 

There is ample provision in the biil that was 
reported by the committee for the printing. What 
the particular provision of the amendment is in re- 
lation to the printing I am not informed. I have 
not heard, it stated, nor have I run my eye over it. 
[ do not recollect the provision upon that point 
that is contained in the bill that was offered by the 
Senator from Georgia, This amendment of the 
Senator from Indiana purports to be an amend- 
ment to the bill of the Senator from Georgia, and 
not to the original bill. I can state to the Senator, 
if he desires it, what were the provisions in the 
| bill that was reported by the committee in relation 
to the printing. There isa provision that the Sec- 
retary of the Interior, whose business it was to 
take charge of this matter, should, under the pro- 
visions of a law passed in 1846, let the work to 
the lowest bidder. So far as regards the printing 
of the blanks, for which paper has been already 
provided at considerable expense, the bill proposes 
that that printing be left in the hands of the census 
| board. All the rest of the printing, except these 

tables, is thrown into the Department of the Inte- 
rior, to be let out according to the provisions of 
the act to which reference is there made, to the 
| lowest bidder. That embraces the great body of 
the printing. The exception to this is the tables, 
which are left to be printed by the census board. 
They have engaged, as has been stated by the 
| honorable Senator from Kentucky, printing and 
paper, as they supposed they were authorized to 
do under the act; and I will state further, that on 
one or two former occasions there has been con- 
siderable difficulty experienced in obtaining suita- 
į ble paper, and much delay has been thereby occa- 
In order to obviate the occurrence of 
such difficulty again, the census board have en- 
gaged what they believe to be suitable and proper 
paper—that is, paper of the proper size and of the 
proper quality to print the blanks upon; and their 
reason for engaging it is what is stated here; 
; though not expressly provided for in the bill, it is 
understood that some preparatory arrangement of 
that sort would facilitate the work. ‘They have, 
therefore, engaged several thousand reams of pa- 
i per of a peculiar quality and size. It appears to 
me, therefore, that we should leave this part of the 
printing in the hands of the census board, and re- 
| serve the other to be regulated by the Department 
of the Interior, that department being authorize 
| by law to let it out to the lowest bidder, 
| .Mr. BRIGHT. ladhere to the original propo- 
; sition, that whoever, under this bill as now framed, 
| prepares the tables about which we are speaking, 
wili have the printing of the whole of the docu- 
ments; for the printing of the forms is nothing 
more nor less than the printing of the subsequent 
compilations to be contained in those forms which 
are to be scattered through the different States of 
this Union. I state, knowingly, that the printing 
of the census, in 1840, of these forms and of the 
subsequent compilations of them in the shape of 
books, cost nearly three hundred thousand dollars, 
But admitting that the Senator from Maryland is 
correct in his statement that the printing proposed 


to be done by the bill is confined to the forma to 
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be sent to the different States, ten thousand dol- 
lars will not be sufficient to defray the expense of 


the work. It will cost, I am advised, fifty thou- į 
sand dollarsat least; and if Lam mistaken in this, : 


I trust the chairman of the committee will correct 
me. I merely mention this for the purpose of 
showing that the interpretation given to the law 
by the Senator from Maryland is incorrect. If 
Congress had intended to give to the census board 
power to make a contract for printing, they would 


have made an appropriation sufficient to cover the | 


expense. Hence I return to my former position, 
that the object of creating the board was that they 
should go no farther than to institute inquiries, 
and report the result of those inquiries to Congress, 
and the question of the census in al its bearings 
would then come before us at this session for set- 
tlement. Therefore, I think it is entirely proper 
to give that direction to this subject that will tax 
the Treasury the least, without any reference to 
the action of this board; for contend that if they 
have been making contracts with A, B, or C, they 
do not find authority for it under the act which 
constitutes the board. 
_ Mr. HALE. I would suggest that we are wast- 
ing a great deal of time unnecessarily; because 
whatever action we may take on the subject of 
printing, the printers will have pretty much their 
own way. I will give an illustration of the way 
in which they manage. We had a pamphlet 
printed at the last session at a cost of twelve thou- 
sand five hundred dollars for ten thousand copies, 
being at the rate of one dollar and twenty-five 
cents per copy. This too was under a contract, 
which was declared to be so low that the contract- 
ors wanted to get off. It makes no sort of differ- 
ence, sir, what Jaws we pass, we shall be plucked; 
the public chest will be robbed; we shall þe swin- 
died. Itis only lost time therefore to debate about 
this printing, for they will have the money, as they 
got-the twelve thousand five hundred dollars for a 
work which was not worth more than five or six 
hundred dollars. We may as well submit to it, 
for we shall be plucked in the end; and if they do 
not get their money they will come here with 
claims for meritorious services fifty years hence, 
and then we shall have to pay interest upon it. 
Mr. SMITH. The Senator from New Hamp- 
shire has. a very compendious method of arguing 
the subject. It may be very correct in the general 
view of it, but it has very little to do with the 
particular matter under consideration now. The 
main ground of anxiety, which I have on this sub- 
ject, is based upon the full and satisfactory belief 
that if this amendment prevails, it will amount 
substantially toa defeat of the bill. My friend 
from Indiana says, that the rule we are about to 
make.on this subject, settles inevitably the ques- 
tion of printing—the ultimate printing of what is 
usually denominated the census. Well, sir, that 
is not in the amendment of my friend; that amend- 
ment is limited to the preparatory printing. In 
the bill or substitute of the Senator from Georgia, 
there is nothing about printing, one way or the 
other. It makes no provision for the printing of 
what is usually called the census, and in regard 
to the original bill—I mean the one reported by 
the chairman of the committee, who does not seem 
distinctly to recollect how it stood—when it was 
. reported to the Senate, it made provision, in the 


first place, for the preparatory printing, and in the ! 


next place, for theultimate printing of whatis usual- 
ly called the census. When the bill was before the 
Senate for the first time—so long ago that it seems 
to have been forgotten in a great degree—that part 
of the bill which provided for the ultimate print- 
ing of the census, was stricken entirely out; the 
object of the Senate in striking it out being, ‘to 
leave the regulation of the matter to Congress at 
the next session. It will be a question of very 
considerable importance whether it shall be let out 
by contract or not. I say that in the original bill, 
there is nothing that relates to the subject of print- 
ing, except to preparatory printing; and when that 
clause of the bill was under consideration, the Sen- 
ate decided that it would not put it out by contract. 
Now we have the bill of the Senator from Georgia— 


44 


| provision in this law which declares it shall be the 


provision’ for the preparatory printing was, be- || 


| commented on by the Senator from Maryland, I i 
i 


| but for the printing of all the forms afier the in- 


‘cause them to be printed, can there be any doubt 


whoseabsence we all Jament—and there is nothing 
in that bill about printing, either one way or the oth- || 
er; andthe reason why he did not putintothatbilla | 
cause he was of opinion that adequate provision ! 
was already made on that subject, in the law that 
was enacted at the last session of Congress. I 
have that law before me, but asit has been already |! 


need not comment upon it. I repeat, the Senator 
from Georgia, being of opinion that this law made |; 
all requisite provision for the preparatory printing, 
did not deem it necessary to say anything on the | 
subject. Well, what is the law? ft is, that it 
shall be the duty of the census board to prepare, 
and cause to be printed, the necessary forms for 
taking the census. Something, then, was to be 
done. I do not say that they were authorized to go 
forward and print the census tables before Con- 
gress had recognized those tables. Ido not raise 
now the question whether their deliberation in the |; 
formation of these tables was, or was not, to be 
conclusive, as my friend from Maryland asserts. 
He may be right upon that point. But here isa 


duty of this board to prepare certain forms, and 
cause them tobe printed. They understood that 
they were to have them printed when they had 
them ready for printing. f 

Mr. DAVIS, (in his seat.) It was done, to- 
gether with the instructions. | 

Mr. SMITH. I thank my friend from Massa- || 
chusetts for the suggestion. There is other pre- || 
paratory printing besides that of the tables. There 
are instructions to go to the deputy marshals. 
They have been authorized to make this contract, 
and they have done it. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I would inquire of the Senator 
from Connecticut whether he concludes that the | 
law which I read gives to this board the authority | 
to make contracts, not only for the census forms, 


formation is collected ? ji 

Mr. SMITH. Iam sorry to be so unfortunate | 
as not to be understood on this point, after having 
been so unusually explicit. 

Mr. BRIGHT. 1 understood the Senator to be 
speaking of the opinions of the Senator from Geor- 
gia, and not of his own. 

Mr. SMITH. I said that, in regard to that 
printing which is ordinarily denominated the cen- 
sus printing, there is no authority existing by law 
authorizing this board to make a contract with any 
human being on earth. It has no more power over 
this subject than has my honorable friend or my- 
self. Nor is there anything of the sort in the bill | 
reported by the chairman of the committee; there | 
was originally, but it has been stricken out; it 
simply provides for the preparatory printing. | 
And when, sir, we find it provided that it shall be ii 
the duty of the board to prepare certain tables and 


as to their power to make a contract. Sir, lam || 
sure { am not actuated in the slightest degree by | 


any desire to favor any printing establishment in | 
this city. I have asole regard to what I believe to |; 
be the public interests; and I feel perfectly satisfied |; 
that if this matter be thrown into the hands of || 
printers it will inevitably fall through, and we | 
might as well abandon it at once. H 
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. Iwish merely |! 
to make one remark. The Senator from Connec- |! 
ticut has misapprehended me. I said there were | 
two kinds of printing. provided for in the bill. |! 
The one is merely preparatory, and the other is || 
the main body of the printing after the census re- |; 
turns shall have been made. I know very well | 
that the Senate has expressed a determination not | 
to make any provision now for the publication of | 
the compendiums or returns; that is left for future f 
legislation. And the question now before Con- | 
gress, as the Senator from Indiana says, is the dis- | 
position of the tables and all other preparatory | 
| 


| 


printing: What I mean to say to my friend from 
ndiana is, that the preparatory printing is left to | 
the census board, and the printing of the census | 


i 


: to procure pape 


' twenty dollars and thirty-one cent 


i this. Where is the clau 


proper is to be let out to the lowest bidder, accord- 
ing to the provisions of the existing law. S 
Mr. KING. I confess that I do not entirely 
understand the argument-of my honorable friend 
from Connecticut. He reads the law to show that 
the census board are authorized to prepare the 


| proper tables and cause them to be printed. Well, 


sir, for what purpose? Certainly to present them 
to Congress, to bring them before us for our action. 
We have already acted upon a portion of them 
and made changes in them; and if it were intended 
that they should be altered or corrected, or in any 
way changed, why incur this enormous expense 
before they are corrected?) They were authorized 
according to law to prepare these abstracts with a 
view to any correction that we might see fit to 
make. Beyond that point they had no power to 
go. And when they did go beyond it, they vio- 
lated their obligation under the law by attempting 
to do what they had no right to do, and any act. 
thus done without authority ought not to be sanc~ 
tioned by this body. I weuld ask, how did they 
make the contract—who were the persons to judge 
what should be paid? Inasmall amount of print- ` 
ing it is a matter of little importance whether it is 
an extravagant charge or not, but when it extends 
to a matter of considerable magnitude, as in the 


! case referred to by the Senator from New Hamp- 


shire, when it extends to the whole printing of” 


| these census returns, it is highly improper that the 


census board should be permitted to make con- 
tracts and to give what price they please. Why, 
if this were to be allowed, there would be no ne- 
cessity for the action of Congress on the subject 
at all. You might as well give up legislation to 
the board of census in regard to the whole matter 
at once. When we passed this law, it was in- 
tended that they should be confined to a certain 
routine of duty, and now that they seek to go be- 
yond it, we are told that we must not interfere 
with their action. I ask again, what is to be paid 
for this printing—what is it to come to? Suppose 
they arrogate to themselves the power which they 
have attempted to exercise in this instance, in 
reference to the printing to be done ultimately. 
Ts it to be acquiesced in, while it is in direct oppor 
sition to the provisions of the original bill which 
provides that it shall be given to the lowest bid- 
der? The bill provides that the power shall be 
given to the Secretary of the Interior to advertise 
for that purpose. ; A 

The printing of these abstracts end instructions 
to be sent to the marshals of the different States 
was not within the power of the census board; 
they were only to furnish the necessary informa- 
tion to Congress; there they were to stop. If I 
am right in that, itis certainly very important that 
we should understand how these contracts are 
made, and the amount of money involved. 

Mr. PEARCE. I will answer the inquiry of 
the Senator from Alabama. The census board 
have bought some three thousand reams of paper 
upon which to have these forms printed for the 
Senate; or rather, they have directed the printers 
with whom they had contracted for the printing, 
r, and they procured six thousand 
reams at six dollars per ream. Iam also informed 
that they contracted with the census board to 
print these forms and schedules at the rate of four 
dollars per ream, which makes the entire cost ten 
dollars per ream. Whether the Government 18 
very heavily charged by that contract or not, I 
will not undertake positively to say, but I rather 
suspect not; at all events, it is not quite so heavy 
an oppression as we submitted to at the time of 
taking the last census, when we were charged 
D sperream. But 


the Senator says that I could not have read the act 


on which he commented, or I would surely have 
seen that the census board was required to submit 
the forms they had prepared to Congress for their 
consideration. Where is the term that requires 
se, the sentence, the word, 
or the letter, which looks to such an end? Do we 
not know that one of the arguments upon which 
the passage of this bill was predicated, was that 
its passage did'away with a peculiar and practical 
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source of annoyance to Congress, and that the de- 
tails:involved-were properly matters of Executive 
consideration—the proper. subjects for the investi- 
gations ofa board of census?’ it was proper that 
there matters should be referred to them, that they | 
might be making preparations for a full enumer- 
ation-of the inhabitants. of the-United States... And |; 
let -me remark further, that.the constraction that | 


I give to the act is fortified by the action of Con-"! 


gress at the time. of taking the former census. 
These details were. submitted to the Secretary of 
State, and: not, to.Congress, by whose, authority 
they were prepared.: His decision was final with- 
out any appeal to Congress. : > 
` The Senator from Indiana ‘remarked that an 
argument against this’ construction: might be de- 
rived from. the amount of thé appropriation. F 
have stated in. my former remarks, that the ori- 
ginal bill contained an appropriation of one hun- 


dred thousand dollars, and that this amount was |; 


stricken out and the sum of ten thousand dollars | 
inserted; which is about one-third of the whole 
cost.of paper and preparatory. printing; by which | 
J mean the forms und schedules, they being the 
only things to be contracted for by this board, 
From this we learn the fact that Congress in a bill. 
provided that the’ thing should be done, but did 
not provide for the expense. This is a course of 
procedure of common occurrence; the Govern- 


ment often making provision for the execution of į 


certain duties, with the implied understanding that 
at some future period the necessary appropriations 
should be forthcoming. It cannot be justly argued, 
therefore, that because the requisite appropriation 
was not made, that these officers were not author- 
ized to make the contract which the original law 
not only authorized them, but required them to 
make. . The sole object of passing this law was 
that the preparations should be made for the 
taking of the census without the action of Con- 
ress, so that there might be no delay. That 
Eene the object of the law, the census board were 
called upon imperatively to do what they have 
done. [do not think that either of the gentlemen 
would make contracts that were unlawful, that 
were not in conformity with the intention of Con- 
ress. 

Mr. KING. T would ask my friend from Mary- 
land whether the abstracts reported. by the com- 
mittee are those that were prepared by the census 
board? 

Mr. PEARCE. No, sir; there has been a dif- 
ference of opinion between the census board and 
the committee of the Senate. 

Mr. KING. The Senator has replied to my 
question, and that reply is an answer to his whole 
argument. Fiere are two sets of schedules fur- 
nished; one by the census board, for which they 
have contracted; and the other by the report of the | 
committee of the Senate, for which they did not 
contract. Now, which is to be printed; that set 
which has been contracted for by the board, or that 
which has been reported by the committee of the 
Senare and adopted by the Senate, after various 
modifications? ds there not, therefore, great pro- 
priety in the opinion I bave expressed, that this 
census board should confine itself strictly to the | 
discharge of their duty, so far as it is necessary to 
get the preparatory information on the subject of 
the census before Congress, and there their duty 
mast stop? What has taken place heretofore js a 
matter of no importance, because it was, as I have 
said, again. to come before Congress for our action. | 
An objection has been made to making these ab- 
Blracts as extensive as they have heretofore been 
made, and especially to extending their headings 
stili further, That objection existed atthe very time | 
the whole matier was under consideration. Hence 
it was that we understood thia was to be done only 
so far as to enable us to see the whole ground, and 
to judge as to how far we should include this or 


sma ee > i 
that inquiry within these abstracts and schedules 


for the taking of the census and the collection of H 


statistical information. The subject is now before 
us, and we are not to look to what has been done, 
or ought to be done; but we are bound to look at 


in order to facilitate the business and have the 


j own hands, and sometimes it was confided else- 


| act, that the disposition of the Senate was to keep 
| it within their own hands. 


action, which will givethe information required. 
The phraseology of the law is such that I admit 
there is some propriety in giving all ‘the -prepara- 
tory printing either to the control of the Secretary 
of State or some person who may be designated 


census speedily taken. The course we have taken 
places it in the power of Congress to determine 
what number of schedules shall be prepared and 
what particular inquiries into the condition of the 
country shall be made to carry out the purposes 
we all fags in view in taking the census. . 
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I. concur, 
30 far as regards the purpose of the Senate of 
| holding this matter within their own control, with 
the Senator from Alabama. 1 think the bill, if 
amended at all, was amended for that express 
| purpose, so far as my memory goes. [wish to 
| say a word in reply to the suggestions of the Sen- 
ator from Maryland, [Mr. Pearce} He says a 
difference of opision has grown up between the 
census board and the committee. There was none 
at all, sir, until the committee had done their work, 
į made their report. F have said to the Senate that, 
although tables were laid before the committee, 
the census board did not avow those tables; that 
they were not official tables. These official tables 
were then laid before us, after we completed our 
work and made our report. Then, when our bill 
| was taken up, a proposition was made here to 
| strike out the committee’s tables, and substitute 
| the tables offered by the gentleman from Georgia. 
| That was the very first proposition made upon 
| that subject. A debate grew up, in which this 
matter, to which Ihave just referred, was disclosed. 
The committee then stated that certain tables were 
laid before them that were the work of certain 
men; that is, of Mr. Russell, who takes up these 
matters con amore, if 1 may so express it, who 
studies statistics as a diversion, and who has pub- 
lished a work on the subject; and of Mr. Chad- 
wick, anotheramateur on the census, together with 
| a gentleman employed by the census board. These 
tables were before the committee; still we did not 
feel ourselves the less obliged, unless we took the 
same view of the Jaw as does the Senator from 
| Maryland, to prepare tables. We proceeded and 
| prepared them, with this information before us, 
and they are now before the Senate. The Senate 
proceeded yesterday to take up one of these 
| very tables reported by the census board, and 
| amended it very materially, and they made other 
| ameridments in the various tables as they were 
reported. Now, what this census board say is, 
that they were never under any obligations to 
| make any report to the Senate or to the committee. 
| The commitiee certainly do not contend that the 
| board were under any obligations to make an 
report to them. I think the Senator from Mary- 
land has fallen into another error. I think he is 
, mistaken in saying that this matter has been spe- 
cifically devolved on the census board. If he will 
| turn to previous acts, he will find this has not been 
| the case. 
: Mr. PEARCE, I did not state that it had been 
į the case with all the census bills that have been 
| prepared, but referred to the ceasus of i840 and 
| the census of 1820. 
: Mr. DAVIS. I was going to say, that so far as 
|I know, the practice has been a little diverse. 
i Sometimes the census board had the matter in their 


where, It is very ciear, from the reading of the 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. Weshall waste another 
day unless we go along more smoothly, and I rise 
to call the attention of the Senate to ihe question 
| proposed by the amendment of the Senator from f 
| Indiana, [Mr. Wurcoms.] The question is upon | 
| printing, and the mode b stol 


} i y which he proposes to 
; get atit. Now, sir, i think there can be no diffi- 
| culty if the Seuate will only adhere to what it has | 
| already done. When the bill was originally re- | 
| ported there was a blank le.t in it; in which it was if 


things as they are. 

Are not the abstracts reported by the commit- 
tee now before us? And are they not different 
from those which have been contracted for by the 
census board? Certainly they are different. “And | 
if we are to lose on account of the printing con- i 

} 


i 


tracted for by that board, we shall limit the print- 
ing to the smallest number necessary for our 


|, proposed the Senate should insert 
ji pendiams should be printed, and to allow the See. | 


how many com- i 
i € 1 
i retary of the interior to contract 


e for this printing. | 
i Now, has the Senate forgotte a 


n the discussion I 


ji which took place between the Senator from | 


Georgia aud myself, 
Georgia contended th 
any of this work prov 
opinion the Senate co 


in which. the Senator from |! 
at il was premature to have 
ided for at this time, in which 
neurred by a vote direeting | 


that so much of the bill as provided for the print- 
ing of the eempendiums should be stricken out. 
We-got clear of the whole of it, and it was deler- 
mined by a solemn vote of the Senate to leave the 
matter to be acted on when the returns of the 
marshals should come in at the next session of 
Congress. Shall we now go all over this matter 
again, or shall we abide by that decision? Is 
does seem to.me that, if we do not intend to crass 
our tracks every twenty-four hours, we had better 
let the matter stand as itis. Then what further 
was determined? The other day it was deter- 
mined that we should make some arrangements for 
the necessary preparatory printing, and that should 
be all we would arsange for during the present ses- 
sion. Well, sir, here is the way in which we ar- 
ranged it.. It was to add to the 20th section of this 
bill the following: 

“ Provided, however, that all printing exeept the eompen- 
dium tables shall be executed according to the 15th section 
of the act approved 18th May, 1842.7? 

Now, has the Senator forgotten that at the time 
the gentleman from Massachusetts offered this 
amendment, he did not insert the 15th section of 
the act of May 18, 1842, and that my colleague 
called upon him to be more speeific, and to state 
upon the face of the amendment where the law 
was to be found that regulated the duties of the 
Secretary of the Interior; and at the instance of my 
colleague, the Senator from Massachusetts modi- 
fied his amendment, and put in the 15ih section of 
the act of May, 1842? And when you look at it 
you will find the direction speeifically given that it 
shall be done upon advertisement, and given to the 
lowest bidder. This was what was adopted by 
the Senate on that occasion. There is an excep- 
tion made upon the face of the amendment of the 
Senator from Massachusetts. And what is it? 
“ Except the printing of the tables.” Now, what 
is the reason for this? Let me explain to you; and 
then it seems to me if we only adhere to what we 
have done, and not discuss and rediscuss, and go 
over and change the whols thing again, that we` 
shall make some progress. Why were the tables 
excepted} For the reason, as I have already 
twice stated, but which seems not to be compre- 
hended, or to be forgotten by the Senate, that we 
have printed 180,000 of these tables already. In 
the semi-war that has been going on, according 
to the speeches mede here, between the census 
board and the committee; it has been my object 
from the beginning, to harmonize as far as practi- 
cable, and in so doing the committee of the Senate 
have taken the work of the census board as far as 
it has been printed, and adopted it, and made it 
their own. All the printing of these 180,000 
sheets have been on schedules one, two, and 
three; nearly the whole; and the Senate have taken 
them also and adopted them. These tables, so 
far as printed, can be used, and we thought it un- 
necessary to throw It away, inasmuch as some 
four hundred reams of paper, amounting to $2,400 
has been used up in this way. It was to save this 
expense, and this labor already done, that the 
committee accepted those tables. Under the-act 
of 1842, and the amendment I have referred to as 
having been already adopted by the Senate, the rest 
of the preparatory printing is to be done by con-. 
tract; ail the rest of the printing, the compendium, 
and the tables that are to be made upon the reports 
of the marshals, that are to be sent in, is to remain 
untouched until we act upon the subject. Why, 
then, again go over this subject? 

One word more, and that is, if my friend from 
Indiana [Mir. Wurrcoms| desires that the substi- 
tute offered by the gentleman from Georgia shall 
be adopted in lieu of the bill which we have thus 
matured to a very great extent, and wishes the 
provisions I have referred to to become a part of 
that substitute, ali he has to do is to apply to that 
substitute what the Senate has already applied to 
the original bill, I do not think there will be a 


8 


solitary vote against such a proposition, and then 
we shail get along. 

Mr. HALE. I am against iz. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. The gentleman says he 


1 if against it; but l suppose the Senate, having 
| already adopted this proposition, would be willing 


to insert it anywhere. My object in rising was 
merely to calf ihe attention of the Senate to what 
it has already done, and to ask it to adhere to its 
past action. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. I would like to understand 
from the Senator from Kentucky whether the 
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printing already done is not confined- to the first 
three tables in numerical order. > 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Ft is confined entirely 
to the first three tables: There have been printed 
of the other tables only enough to exhibit samples. 
Some two or three reams of paper will cover the 
whole expense. y 

Mr. WHITCOMB. ‘What changes have been 
made in the tables already printed ? 

Mr. DAVIS. Very extensive ones were made 
by the Senate yesterday. . ; 

Mr. WHITCOMB. Then I cannot understand 
how the printing of them can be considered as 
done. [t matters not, however. 

Mr. DAVIS, I will state to the gentleman that 
the amendments made yesterday were the strikin 
out of columns. I suppose it would be an easy 
matter to give directions to the marshals not to use 
the colamns thus stricken out. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. i am very glad to hear 
that no useless expense has been incurred; bat if 
Senators had paid attention to my amendment 
they would find that it made provision for the 
case referred to by the Senator from Kentucky. 
I there put in an exception as to the work already 
done. ‘The necessary preparatory printing re- 
‘quired by this act shall be done on ten days’ 
“notice by the lowest bidder, except so far as is 
“already done.” Now, sir, [ was already aware 
that the committee, of which the Senators’ from 
Massachusetts: and Connecticut are members, had 
concurred with me in opinion that it was proper 
to have a provision in relation to this printing; for 
they had themsetves set the example in the twenty- 
first section of the original bill. And what is my 
amendment? Simply a modification of the first 
part of that section, by adding that it shall be con- 
tracted for by the lowest bidder. And my amend- 
ment is, with that modification, to be transferred to 
the amendment offered by the Senator from Geor- 
gia, so that, if the Senate should think proper to 
adopt the amedment of the Senator from Georgia, 
it could adopt it with that modification. Itis to 
put the amendment offered by the Senator from 
Georgiain the same condition with the bill reported 
by the committee, with the single exception that, 
by my amendment, it is to be done by the lowest 
bidder. I think, sir, I have the committee with 
me on the main principle, against the Senators 
from Kentucky and Maryland. 

Mr. SMITH. ‘I have only to remark that, in 
regard to the original bill, we rejected the very 
proposition the Senator now makes. It was then 
proposed by the Senator from Arkansas. 

Mr. BORLAND. I made no such proposi- 
tion. 

Mr. SMITH. 1 certainly did understand the 
Senator to propose an amendment to put out this 
preparatory printing to the lowest bidder. 

Mr. BORLAND. I do not recollect offering 
any such amendment as that described by the 
Senator from Connecticut. I did offer an amend- 
ment, to give all the printing to the printers for 
Congress, upon any contract which may now ex- 


ist, or might exist at the time the work had to be | 


done. I was requested to withdraw it and de- 
cliried doing so, and, after some discussion, it was 
rejected by the Senate. If I proposed any other 
amendment, I certainly have no recollection of it, 
because Í was opposed to dbing this printing under 
the contract system, 

Mr. SMITH. I believe Iam not mistaken in 
my recollection. The amendment of the Senator 
from Arkansas, as first presented to the Senate, 
certainly contained a provision to give this pre- 
paratory printing to the lowest bidder. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. That was my amendment, 
I think. 

Mr. SMITH. Itis not material. It is enough 
to say that no such provision is in the original 
pill, and that the Senator proposes a provision not 
in the original bill, and to which [ am opposed. 


Mr. BORLAND. .I think from the indications | 


which have been given, that the census bill is in a 
bad condition, so far as any hope is entertained of 
its passage in this particular form. The Senator 
from Kentucky has spoken of the semi-war car- 
ried on between two parties here in regard to this 
bill; but it struck me that it was a war of a char- 
acter like that of the famous duel we have described 
in one of our popular fictions, which | presume all 
have read, which was a triangular contest. 


There are three parties in this contest, the cen- | 


sus board, the eensus committee, and those of this 


| body who differ from both, and each seems ‘to 


| place us in his condition, to make us helpless in 


iby. ‘They will be confused by these mutilated 


have a different object in view. And between the 

three parties | think the census bill is in a very | 
fair way of being killed off 1 am very desirous 
that a bill should be passed at an earty day,. and 
with that view, I advanced yesterday certain views 
with the object of simplifying the bill and bring- 
ing it down to a practical form, one which wiil 
enable us to perform our constitutional duties 
within the time in which we are required to per- 
form them. I then had some hope of succeeding, 
but from what has since occurred, | acknowledge 
that the prospect is not so good for the accomplish- 
ment of that object. . 

On the subject of printing it seems to me that if 
we adopt the construction of the law given by the 
Senator from Maryland, that it puts us entirely in 
the hands of the census board. It is admitting that 
under the law they have the power of dong ail the 
printing that might be necessary; to contract for 
any amount of it, and to incur any expense; and 
that, when they bring forward their work here, 
we are under at least an implied obligation to take 
it and receive it as our own, and to send it to the 
country as such. If that had been the intention of 
the act of last session, we could have passed a cen- 
sus bill here at once, because there would be no 
more work to be done. If we gave full power to 
the census board or,census committee, or any one 
else, to prepare and print the schedules, and to 
establish every head under which information is 
to be obtained, and give them authority to prepare 
the whole system for operation, there is nothing 
for us to do. But we passed no such bill. ‘The 
title is “to make arrrangements for taking the 
seventh census.” It will be seen that the construc- 
tion given to the Jaw by the Senator from Mary- 
land deprives us of all power to act, and we are 
bound to take what the census board bring us. li! 
is nothing else than that. If the consideration į 
presented by the Senator from Maryland is to have į 
any weight, it seems to me to be nothing more | 
nor less than recognising the right of any one who | 
may choose to go into the market and to monopo- | 
lize the particular paper upon which only it is said 
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| 
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this work can be done, and that then we are put | 
in his power, and unless we agree to his terms we 

are deprived of all power of having the census 

taken. {tamountsto that, certainly. Individuals | 
may monopolize all the paper of this kind in the 
market, there is no time to make more, and they 
will have us in their power, and we are bound to | 
submit to their terms! It is therefore perfectly | 
consistent for the Senator to say that it is useless | 
to talk of putting this matter up to the lowest bid- 
der, for it would be idle. Are we then to recog- 
nise any such power in the hands of any one, to 


their hands, and we be bound to submit to any 
exactions they may think proper to make? i 

Now, as ta this preparatory printing, these 
schedules, we can only adopt them by not making 
any amendments to them; for if we amend them 
those already printed are worthless. The idea of 
sending to the country mutilated copies, which 
will lead the persons employed to take the census 
into error, is ideal. 1t would be just as well to 
require them to make up the schedules themselves, 
for we would thereby give them no guide to go 


and imperfect schedules. And I take it that, so 
far as time is concerned, if we are to have these 
changes in the schedules made by hand, the taking 
of the census will be put off to a far more distant 
period than if we undertake to print new ones, i 
To take this immense number of sheets, and to go | 
over each of them, would require twenty clerks | 
from now until the first of June; whereas to have | 
new schedules printed, in a proper form, would | 


require much less time. j 

Sir, there seems to be a good deal of mystery |i 
involved in this matter of printing. We have j; 
been told that an immense amount of printing has | 
been done, and that we are bound to take ıt be- |! 
cause it has been done. I have great respect for | 
the members of the census board. No doubt they | 
have discharged their duties conscientiously, and, | 
as they believed, efficaciously; but 1 beg leave to ji 
refer them to the act of Congress under which they | 
had authority to act. Instead of having authority | 
to contract a debt of $30,000, and te make a pros- | 
pective contract amounting, as | apprehend, to 
some $100,000, and for the amount of printing. 
that has been stated, perhaps to $200,000, they | 


were limited to the sum of $10,000,” expressly 
limited. And I apprehend, sir, that all the print- 
ing that is necessary, and which is required. by 
that act, could have been done for that sum. - All 
that was required was`some half dozen copies of 
the schedules they had. prepared, which would- 
have been sufficient to have indicated the plan of 
the board.. But instead-of that, we are told by 
the Senator from Maryland that work to the- 
amount of $30,000 has already been done, and a 
contract, if not positively, yet prospectively made, : 
which, if L am capable of making any estimate, . 
will amount to not less than $100,000, and prob- 
ably a still greater amount. 

_Mr. HALE.: I have listened attentively to the 
discussion on this bill, witha view of understand- 
ing something. I am now more in the dark than 
when it began. I have voted sometimes in one 
way and sometimes in another; and | promised 
yesterday to follow the chairman, and to stick by 


| the bill until it was gone through with; but the 
first thing | found was the chairman going against 


it himself. I suppose it will not be. out of order 
to refer to the fact thatthe Constitution recognizes 
another branch of Congress, or to mention. the 
fact that the papers inform us that there is another 
assembly sitting in this city, who will have this 
subject of the census under consideration to-mor- ` 
row, and every day thereafter until they have dis- 
posed of it. This being the case, and the Sen- 
ate having acted so long on the subject without 
coming to any conclusion, and with the view of 
taking up some other bill, E move that the whole 
subject be laid on the table; and on that motion F 
ask the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the mo- 
tion to lay on the table was rejected: Yeas 4, 
nays 38. 

Mr. BRADBURY. The vote upon the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Indiana will be re- 
garded as a test vote, I think; either as a disap- 
proval or a ratification of the act of the census. 
board in procuring the printing of these forms 
and schedules. ‘That act was regarded by the 
committee appointed by the Senate as an act be- 
yond their power; and therefore, as we, by the 
rejection of the amendment, shall approve of the 
contract made by the census board, I think we 
ought to have some evidence what sort of a con- 
tract they have made. It seems this board have 
gone forward without warrant of law and made a 
contract for the printing of forms and schedules, 
and we are now called upon by implication to ap- 
prove of that contract, without knowing anything 
of the terms of it. I think it is due to the Senate, 
that the friends of the measure should avow here 
what the terms are, and give the information to 
the Senate, that it may act understandingly, It 
may be that it is such a contract as will meet the 
approbation of the Senate, so far as the terms are 
concerned, although it could never approve of the 
assumption of power by which a board who were 
limited in expense to ten thousand dollars should 
go forward and make.a contract several times that 
amount, and perhaps ten times. I therefore ask, 
if any Senator is in possession of the information, 
that he may inform the Senate what the terms of 
the contract are; for I am unwilling to approve of 
it by implication without that information. I 
think we shall be entirely safe in adopung the 
amendment of the Senator from Indiana, even if 
the terms are such as might be considered low. 
I go no further than does the Senator from In- 
diana; thatis, to accept that portion which has 
been done, and to submit the residue to competi- 
tion in the market, 

Mr. PEARCE. I have already given to the 
Senate the information asked for—a large part of 
itatleast. The report of the census board, print- 


! ed by order of the Senate of the 19th March, 1850, 


gives their understanding of their duties under the 
law. As to the printing, I stated before that the 
joint expense of printing and paper was ten dol- 
lars a ream—less than half what it cost in 1840, 
The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Warrcoms, and a division being had, 
there were ayes 25. Before the noes were count- 
d— 
i Mr. PEARCE said: I should ‘like to ‘suggest 
an amendment to the amendment of the Senator 
from Indiana, which, if accepted, would enable 
me to vote for it. I? he will confine its application 
to all other printing except the forms and tables, $ 
shall cheerfully vote for his amendment. 
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Mr. WHITCOMB. To confine it to all other 
printing except the forms and tables? ` 

Mr. PEARCE. Yes, sir. ; 

Mr. WHITCOMB. I believe that includes all 
of the preparatory, printing. . 

Mr. PEARCE. The Senator is very much 
mistaken. They have: ordered three „thousand 
reams of paper, aŭd have already printed one 
thousand reams of forms and schedules. Jt has 
beeni stated that this expense will be something 
like $200,000, but it is impossible that it can at the 
very most exceed $50,000. Their contract is for 
three thousand reams, with the right te extend it 
to five thousand; and the paper and printing cost 
$10 a ream. The printing of the whole of the 
compendiums may cost $250,000 or $300,000.. If 
the Senator will restrict his amendment. to the 
printing other than forms and schedules, I will 
vote for it cheerfully. 

Mr. MILLER. I ask for the yeas and nays | 
on the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the ques- 
tion being taken on Mr. Wurrcoms’s amendment, 
it was adopted, as follows : 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Benton, Borland, Bradbury, 
Bright, Butler, Cass, Chase, Dickinson, Dodge of fowa, 
Dodge of Wisconsin, Downs, Feich, Foote, Hamlin, Hun- 
ter, King, Mason, Norris, Rusk, Sebastian, Shields, Turney, 
Walker, Whitcomb, and Yulee—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Clarke, Clay, 
Cooper, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Greene, Mangum, 
Miller, Morton, Pearce, Phelps, Seward, Smith, Spruance, 
Underwood, and Wales—19 

Mr. WHITCOMB. To make the bill as re- 
ported by the committee’ correspond with the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from Georgia | 
as first amended, I now offer the following amend- 
ment to the original printed bill, so that the Sen- 
ate may choose between the two on the final vote: | 
After the words ‘* the contract” in the third line 
of section 21, insert the words with the lowest 
bidder.” 

The amendment was adopted. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. 1 wish to present a test 
question to the Senate in reference to the compen- 
sation of the marshals, and therefore I move to 
strike out of the amendment of the Senator from 
Georgia the ninth section providing that the com- 
pensation of. the marshals shall be so and so. My 
object in making this motion is to bring the consi- | 
deration of the Senate to the different modes of 
compensation provided for the marshals, and to 
get it to decide between the plan of the committee 
and the plan of this amendment. I therefore shall 
move, if themotion I have made to strike out shall 
be adopted, to insert in place of the matter stricken 
out that which has been adopted by the committee 
as the plan of compensating the marshals. A very | 
short statement will furnish the reason for making 
thie motion. I have taken a county twenty miles 
square, and I have made an estimate according to 
the plan of the bill offered by the Senator from 
Georgia to show the amount of compensation 
which will be given according to the steps or dif- 
ferent grades of compensation provided for in the 
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man who takes a population of ten thousand four 
hundred. . ; 

Mr. SEWARD. Will you-swear to that cal- 
culation? 1f so, I will vote with you. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. _ Yes, sir, it isa mere 
mathematical one. This system of injustice and 
inequality rans throughout the amendment, and 
there is no remedy for it except totake a little 
schoolmaster-arithmetic. Questions of science 
have been repudiated here—everything of that 
kind having been stricken out of the bill; but as 
this is a mere question under. Oldfield’s School- 
master’s. Arithmetic, I hope. it. will be adopted. 
(Laughter.] 

Mr. HALE. I wish to suggest that, upon the 
motion of the Senator from New York yesterday, 
in all the other parts of the bill where the words 
“Secretary of the Interior’? occur, they were 
stricken out, and the words ‘*Census Board’’ were 
inserted. Now, I want to inquire whether, to 
make this congruous, the same change should not 
be made here in these sections? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair begs 
leave to state, that the amendment has been read 
as it was amended in Committee of the Whole in 
the original bill. Amendments have been made 
to this ninth section, and the Secretary has read it 
with the amendment. 

Mr. HALE. IfI understand it as read, the 
ninth, thirteenth, and fourteenth sections of the 
original bill are proposed to be inserted in the 
place of the section which has been stricken out. 
On the motion of the Senator from New York 
yesterday, we struck out in the amendment of the 
Senator from Georgia, the words “Secretary of 
the Interior,” and inserted the words ‘* Census 
Board.” I think this is necessary in these sec- 
tions, which it is proposed to insert, in order to 
make the whole congruous. 

Mr. BADGER. The Secretary has read it 
without introducing the amendments. 

Mr. HALE. I move to amend this amendment 
in this way, and I believe it will be acceptable to 
the Senator from Kentucky. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Iam disposed to accept 
it. I think itis right. We wish to make com- 
pensation to the marshals; and in these provisicns 
for compensation reference has been made to the 
Secretary of the Interior. The Senate has stricken 
out the ninth section; and now the motion of the 
Senator from New Hampshire is to modify this 
reference to the Secretary of the Interior, so as to 
substitute the census board ; that is, so as to use 
the words “ Census Board’? instead of ** Sceretary 
of the Interior.’? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The amendment is 
modified, as suggested, and the question is on the 
amendment, as modified. 

Mr. BRIGHT. IfI understand the amendment 
as read, it gives the same discretionary power to 
the census board which was given to the Secretary 

| of the Interior; that is, to make an extra allowance 
to assisiant marshals, when in their judgment it is 
| proper. I will make a suggestion, which I think 


bill; and the result of it is as follows: seventy-six | 
inhabitants to the square mile will give you thirty | 
thousand four hundred people, and wiil give you , 
a compensation of $603; seventy-four to the square | 
mile will give you a population of twenty-nine 
thousand six hundred, and a compensation to the 
marshal of $704. ‘Thus the individual who does 
the least work gets $132 the most money. The 
next step in this process is that a population of 
fifty-one to the square mile will give a compensa- 
tion of $306. If there ave forty-nine to the square 
mile, it will give a compensation of $588, and in 
that case the one who does the least work gets 
$282, or nearly more than double the money 
the individual who does the most work. The 
next jump, so to express it, in this scale, is to 
take a population of twenty-six to the square mile. 
In that case the marshal will receive $312, accord- 
ing to the amendment of the Senator from Georgia; 
while twenty-four to the square mile gives a com- 
pensation of $384, or $72 less to the man who does 
the most work than to tae man who does the least. 
Take the last position of nine to the square mile. 
In that case the marshal will receive $280 fora 
population of three thousand six handred, whereas 
when the rate is twenty-six to the square mile, the | 
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marshal gets $312 for taking ten thousand four ii 


hundred. Thus the man who does but one-third | 
of the work. gets almost as much money as the | 


| will be very appropriate; and that is, that the dis- 
cretionary power, as to this extra pay to assistant 
: marshals, be vested in the district judges in the 
different States. That was the law of 1840, and 
| there is a reason for that iaw, and that this power 
| be vested in the judges in preference to this board. 
Each district judge is presumed to be better ac- 
quainted with the geography of his own State, 
and a better judge of the amount of travel required, 
| than this boafd. I would therefore suggest that, 
| instead of this board having this power, it shall be 
| vested in the district judges. l only suggest it, 
as there may be some good reason for the plan 
that has been chosen. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. It is a matter of very 
little concern. 1 would suggest to my friend from 
Indiana that the discretion is with relerence to the 
marshal, not the assistant marshal. The compen- 
sation of the several marshals in Florida, or the 
territories, will be such as the Secretary of the 
| Interior may direct. It does not apply to the 


i assistants who take the census in the different dis- 

| tricts, but in those large territories it was thought 
there might be some propriety in making some 
extra allowance; and, therefore, that discretion 
was given in that particular case. The assistant 

is a matter of so litte concern, that it was hardly 

Mongi necessary to say anything in regard to 
im. 
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Mr. BRIGHT. I must have misunderstood 
the terms of the bill, 

The question was then taken on. the. amend- 
ment, and it was adopted. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There being no 
. farther amendments, the question is on striking 
out all after the enacting clause, and inserting the 
substitute. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I have an amendment to 
offer before the question is taken. I move to strike 
out all after the word “and,” in the sixth line of 
the seventeenth section, and insert the following: 
“ And Jay the same before Congress at the next 
session thereof.” The purpose is this, that there 
should be no misapprehension in regard to that 
portion of the printing; it is to be subject to the 
future action of Congress. I suppose, by a fair _ 
construction of this section, it would not give 
power to this board. Still, as the word superin- 
tendence is in the section, | wish to have the mat- 
ter made perfectly clear. $ > 

The question was then taken, and the ameng- 

| ment was adopted. , 
Mr. BRADBURY. As I am in favor of the 
| original bill, and design to vote for it, I will move 
the same amendment in section twentieth of the 
original bill. I move to strike out the words ‘* af 
ter use” and insert—— 

Mr. DAVIS. These words have been stricken 
outalready. 

Mr. BRADBURY. Then I will move to amend 
that section by adding: ‘‘And lay the same before 
| Congress at the next session thereof.” 
‘The question was then taken on the amen 
i and it was agreed to. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I wish to make one re- 
mark to the Senate. I hope they will reject this 
| amendment, although amended in various parts. 
| If you adopt it as now amended, you will adopt it 
without these changes which have been made in 
the different schedules; because these changes 
have not been carried into the amendment. I hepe 
it wiil be rejected, and that we shail take the bill 
with the changes in the schedules, in some of 
which there have been very valuable ones made. 

Mr. KING. 1 believe the Senator is mistaken, 

I think the amendments, asunderstood at the time, 
have been made in the amendment of the Senator 
from Georgia. So that the schedules are the same 
in the bill as reported and the amendment of the 
| Senator from Georgia. 
| Mr. DICKENSON. There is this difference be~ 
tween the original billand the amendment of the 
Senator from Georgia. I moved to strike out of 
| the original bill the words ‘* Secretary of the In- 
j terior,” and the Senate refused to strike them out. 
| In the amendment of the Senator from Georgia, 
| the Senate did strike out and insert the words 
‘¢ Census Board.” That is the difference. 
; Mr. DAVIS. If the Senate wiil permit me, I 
| will state that there is another difference. As the 
| Senate arranged the original bill, they struck out 
| four of the tables reported by the committee upon 
| my motion, and they left two tables, the agricul- 
i tural and social tables, I think these tables are 
| greatly superior, and they are now proposed for 
| the consideration of the Senate. The four first 
tabies of the census board we adopted yesterday, 
leaving these two tables with a derided improve- 
ment upon thos€proposed now to be adopted; and 
if the Senate wish to come to a conclusion on this 
| point, settled yesterday—that is, the motion of the 
| Senator from New York—although I suppose it 
| would be strictly out of order to move that with 
i regard to the original bill, yet 1 hope, by the 
| unanimous consent of the Senate, he will be per- 
mitted to submit that motion with regard to the 
original bill, if he wishes to do so, and test the 
sense of the Senate on that question. 

Mr. DICKINSON, If there is no objection, I 
| will make that motion. 

i Mr.DAVIS. _I[ hope there will be no objection. 
Mr. DICKINSON. I move, therefore, to in- 
| sertin the original bill the words. ‘* Census Board”? 
iin leu of the words ‘Secretary of the Interior.” 

Mr. DAVIS. On that motion I call for the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were accordingly ordered. 

Mr. SMITH. I wish to inquire what is the 
precise Question before the Senate? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
New York moves to strike out the worda ‘‘ Secre- 
tary of the Interior,” wherever they occur in the 
original bill, and insert in lieu thereof the words 


dment, 
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s Census Board;’’ 
nays have been ordered. 

Mr KING. I will say a few words, sir. I 
myself have no earthly objection to the Secretary 
ofthe Interior having charge of these proceedings— 
none whatever. I do not care whether it is in the 
hands of the Secretary of the Interior, the Secre- 
tary of State, the Attorney General, the Post- 
master General, or any other individual, so far as 
the duties appertaining to the appointments and 
regulation of the whole matter is concerned. But, 
sir, I know very well, and every Senator knows, | 
that a proposition is pending to abolish the office 
of the Minister of the Interior. How far it will 
be acted upon we cannot say; but it is now pend- 
ing. 
ment of such an office, inasmuch as I thought it | 
would lead to difficulties; that it wouid produce 
confusion; that it would embarrass rather than 
facilitate the business of the treasury; and I still 
think it is not necessary—that if we had heads of 
departments properly constituted, who are com- 
petent to discharge the duties, the Treasury could 
get along very well, and then the whole would be | 
under the control of one head, and we should not 
have conflicting jurisdictions, which have led to 
the difficulties that have already arisen, and which 
will end nobody knows where. I make this state- 
ment for the purpose of explaining why it is that 
X myself shail vote that the words ‘ Secretary of | 
the Interior” be stricken out—not with the inten- | 
tion of inserting the words ‘Census Board,” be- | 
cause [think that three persons will not be able 
to get along so well as one; but because there is 
no certainty that the office will continue. If the 
amendment succeed, 1 will move to substitute | 
some one officer instead of the census board. 

Mr. DICKINSON. If the Senator will move 
to insert either the name of the Secretary of | 
State or the Attorney General it will be ac- 
ceptable to me, I wish to add that it is out of no | 
ill will toward the particular individual who will | 
have charge of this business. My impression has | 


on that. question the yeas and | 


I was originally opposed to the establish- |i 


been from the beginning that the operation of 
this department would be pernicious. I said more | 
against it before this department was brought into | 
being than I have said since. My apprehensions | 
have been realized; the effect has been bad; and I | 
am now unwilling to devolve other business on it 
which can be thrown into other channels. 1 be- | 
lieve the good sense of the Administration wiil | 
lead it to see that it conduces to mischief, and that | 
it will be disposcd of. [care not what officer is | 
named in place of the Secretary of the Interior; if | 
the Senator from Alabama will name the Secretary | 
of State, I shall be gratified with that, and ready | 
to adopt it. - 

Mr. KING. I should be satisfied with either 
of them, and would as soon have one as the other; 
Į have no choice between them, but I believe the | 
duties devolved upon the Attorney General are less | 
onerous than those of the Secretary of State. I 
believe the Secretary of State has as much on his 
hands of appropriate duties in his department as he | 
can by possibility get through with, or any other 
man, however industrious he may be, or however 
capable of enduring labor; and Ẹ would not de- 
volve further duties upon him that he cannot per- 
form. I would move, therefore, to insert the 
words “ Attorney General ” in liea of the words 
<‘ Census Board.” 


Mr. DAYTON. Mr. President, we are now, if || 


I understand it, called upon to vote upon striking | 
out “Secretary of the Interior” and substituting | 
« Attorney General,” or “* Census Board,” for the | 
latter is the original proposition. Now, the first 

objection that is made to retaining the name of the ' 


Secretary of the Interior, and indeed it seems to |} 


me to be the anly objection, is that by possibility 
the department may not be continued. Well, sir, 


can the Senate of the United States be called upon 
to vote upon the assumption that we are to abolish 
an existing department, to vote in the face of an 
existing law upon the assumption that that law | 
may be changed, although it has been passed by a | 
majority of this very body? On the contrary, I | 
think we should act upon this matter upon the as- | 
sumption that the department will continue to | 
exist, and we must act So as longas the department | 
exists. 

artment of the Government does this act apply? | 
Te there anything that can come legitimately to | 
this Department of the Interior more properly | 
than this matter of the census; the very matter of | 


Now, on that assumption, to what de- i! 


all others which would apply itself to that depart- 
ment strictly in character with the duties that 
were intended to devolve upon that officer and 
upon that department? I submit, therefore, that 
in every aspect in which this question should be 
considered, we should retain this officer. I have 
no personal preferences or predilections. Thelaw 
creating this department I hold in my hand: 

<'Phe Secretary of the Interior shall exercise all the su- 
pervisory and other powers now exercised by the Secretary 
of State in relation to ail acts of the marshals and others in 
taking and returning the census of the United States.” 

Now, sir, we here have a public law upon our 
statute book, making it one of his imperative du- 
ties to attend to this very matter. And yet we 
proceed to carry this matter (the taking of the 
census) into effect. Weare called upon to vote 
in the face of an existing law. i submit that, in 
every aspéct in which this subject can be consid- 
ered, the name of the Secretary of the Interior 
should be retained. I have an objection to substi- 
tuting the census board. It is no organized de- 
partment of this Government; it is no existing 
thing, nobody having responsibility—a mere 
creature, created for a particular purpose, and it is 
now functus officio. Then, as to substituting the 
name of the Attorney General, why, if we were 
to look over the subject-matter of the duties con- 
nected with the several departments of this Gov- 
ernment, is there any one thing that could be less 
appropriate to the duties of an Attorney General 
than to attend to these statistics, these blanks, this 
printing? The Attorney General, when he ac- 
cepts his office, accepts it under the assumption, 
at least, that he shall be charged only with those 
functions with which that office has been charged 


| heretofore, or with something analogous thereto. 


lam in favor, therefore, of the retention of the 
words ‘¢ Secretary of the Interior.” 

Mr. DAVIS. My motive in making the sug- 
gestion to the Senator from New York is this: the 
Senate has had this bill up at various times; it has 
made various amendments in it; it has gradually 
matured the bill, and I think made a pretty per- 
fect bill of it; and, as there is little time remaining 
to-day, and I am very wishful to bring this matter 
to a close, I do hope that the original bill will be 
adopted. Iam certain that the bill of the Senator 
from Georgia cannot be matured so as to get 
through the Senate to-night. This bill being ma- 
tured, I am quite willing, if the Senate should 
deem it necessary, to change the direction of the 
management of the bill, and I am willing to make 
that a test question. At the same time, I am not 
willing to strike out the words ‘‘ Secretary of the 
Interior,” for this reason: this is an organized de- 
partment of the Government; certain duties are 


| appropriated to it, and, among others, that of 


taking charge of the census. And it is manifest 
that the papers and documents belonging to this 
whole concern, which indicate the history of all 
past events in relation to the census, are, in the 
hands of this department. There is also in this 
department an organization adapted to the busi- 
ness. There are clerks there that have unques- 
tionably a perfect acquaintance with this business; 


| and it seems to me that the Senate will hardly ac- 
| complish the object they have in view, in attempt- 


ing to create a new department, to which to refer 
this subject. It seems to me most fit and suitable 
to leave it to this department. p 
Now, in regard to the officer himself, he is a 
gentleman who has long served his country, who 
has been long known to the country, who has been 
a member of this body for a long while. He has 
occupied a seat in another department of this Gov- 
ernment. Whether he is qualified or not, is not 
for me to say; but I have heard no allegations 
against his character, his ability, his integrity, his 
intelligence and competency to manage this busi- 
ness; and with all due respect to the Senate, I 
would suggest that it seems to me this business 


| would be best confided to this department, to which 


Congress decided it shouid be confided at the time 
the department was created. In this department 
there are ail the requisite facilities for performing 
the business with accuracy and dispatch. These 


| are my motives, and I certainly wish the question 


may be decided without further debate. 

Mr. BUTLER. I must be allowed to say a 
word. I stand almost alone on this side of the 
chamber. I was on the census committee, and L 
found that these duties, by law, had been assigned 
to the Secretary of the Interior; and I believe now 


that the opposition to. his discharging them arises 
from opposition to the department itself. I obviate 
that objection by a very simple process of reason- 
ing; and that is, if this department shall-be abol- 
ished, and its duties assigned to’ some other, these 
duties will go with the assignment, and, therefore, 
I cannot see why there should be a disposition to 
insist so strongly on this measure, If the duties 
of the office of the Secretary of the Interior go to 
the Secretary of State, this will go also. One 
word more. If we wish to maintain a symmetry, 
or any like congruity in our departments, we ought 
to keep them separate. This creation of subordi- 
nate departments to regulate the census takers, is a 
temporary measure, not recognized, not known in 
our system. Why, then, shall we devolve upon 
it duties which make it in some manner a recog- 
nized department of this Government? J have 
voted alone, and shall continue to vote according 
to the convictions of my own conscience. J shall 
vote for its going to this department, because I 
think it is better to devolve it upon one department 
than upon three. 

Mr. DAVIS, Iwil withdraw my motion for 
the call of the yeas and nays, if consent is given. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. T'he question is on 
the motion of the Senator frora Alabama, which is 
to insert the words “ Attorney General,” in lieu 
of the words ** Census Board.” 

Mr. DOWNS. I only rise to suggest that I 
voted yesterday to strike out ‘the Secretary of 
the Interior,” and insert *‘ the Census Board,” or 
the name of some otherofficer. IT would now sug- 
gest some other officer rather than the Attorney 
General, because he is not surrounded with clerks 
capable of performing the necessary duties; I 
think he has only one clerk. I would prefer the 
Secretary of State, and would move to insert the 
Secretary of State. 

Mr. KING. I will withdraw my motion. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
New York modifies his amendment by inserting 
the words ‘Secretary of State,” for the words 
“ Census Board.” 

Mr. CHASE. I suggested.the words “ Census 
Board” rather than ‘ Secretary of the Interior,” 
believing that the census board having had this 
subject under their consideration, can best carry 
out the whole provisions of the bill. 

Mr. BADGER. [desire to say one word in 
reference to what has fallen from my friend, the 
Senator from South Carolina. I cannot imagine 
any reason why the Senate should strike out from 
this bill the words ‘Secretary of the Interior,” 
and putin the words “ Secretary of State.” As 
has been said by the Senator frorn South Carolina, 
and well said, it is no matter in what form this 
bill may pass, if Congress should pass an act 
abolishing the Department of the Interior, it will 
necessarily result, that all the subjects devolving 
upon that department will pass to another, and 
this among the rest. Now suppose that Congress 
should not pass an act.to repeal the law establish- 
ing the Department of the Interior, then how will 
our legislation stand? Here we shall have a law 
upon our statute-book creating this department, 
and especially assigning to it, among other matters, 
the superintendence of this business—a_ business 
perfectly germane to this department, if it is to 
exist—and appropriate to no other department of 
the Government while that department is in ex- 
istence; and yet we shall have, in opposition to 
that, a law passed for taking the census, which di- 
rects that the very duty—an important duty, and 
one strictly appertaining to that department—shall 
be transferred, and transferred where? To the 
Secretary of State, of whom my friend from Ala- 
bama has said, he has now as much business as 
any other man—whatever his capacity, industry, 
and intelligence may be—can discharge with sat- 

isfaction to himself, and advantage to the country. 
It seems to me that we had better leave this bill as 
it stands; and if the bill for abolishing the Depart- 
ment of the Interior should pass, ihis business will 
be transferred to some other departiment, together 
with the corps of clerks who are conversant with 
itto perform the duties required. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Massachusetts asks leave to withdraw the cali for 

the yeas and nays. i 

There being no objection, the motion was at- 
cordingly withdrawn. a 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
striking out the words “ Secretary of the Inte- 


yy 


and “jaserting the words’ * Seerétary of 

State < l ; 

- = A division being calléd for, there were: Yeas 20, 

Mays. 23, ra : 
So the motion:to amend was lost. : 

: The VICE PRESIDENT. The question re- 
curs on striking out all after the enacting clause, 
and inserting the amendment of the Senator from 
Georgia as amended, and. on -this question: the 
ryeaS and nays are ordered. 0 0h o an 

The question being taken, it resulted as follows: 
YE -S—Messrs. Atchison, Chase, Dickinson, Downs, 
, Hale, Hunter, King, Mason, Morton, Rusk, and Turney—11. 

, NAYS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Benton, Brad- 

‘bury, Bright, Butter, Clarke, Clay, Clemens, Cooper, Cor- 
“win, Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, Dodge of Towa, 
Dodge of Wisconsin, Donglas,:Feleh, Greene,- Hamlin, 
Jones, Mangum, Miller; Norris; Pearce, Phelps, Seward, 
Shields, Sinith, Spruance, Underwood, Wales, and Walk- 
etm 
So’the motion was not agreed to. 


The bill was then reported to the Senate, and, on 
motionof Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, the ques- 
~ tion on concurring in the several amendments taken 
together was agreed to, and they were concurred 
in. 3 
Mr. KING. I wish to know whether the 
amendments made to the amendment of the Sena- 
tor from Georgia were also made to the bill as re- 
gards: the schedules. 

Mr. DAVIS.. When we were acting on the 
„tables, the tables of the original bill were also acted 
upon. 

Mr. KING. Then [ am to understand that the 
amendments made to the tables’ and acted on ap- 
plied to this bill? 

Mr. DAVIS. Yes, sir. 

The question being taken on ordering the bill to 
be engrossed-for a third reading, it was agreed to; 
and the bill was read a third time and passed. 

The Senate then, on motion, proceeded to the 
consideration of Executive business; and, afier 
some time spent therein, the doors were reopened, 
and the Senate adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
TuuRsDAY, April 11, 1850. 

‘The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. GOODENOW, by the unanimous consent 
of the House, had leave to withdraw from the 
files; with the view to their presentation to the 

roper department, the papers in the case of Samuel 

. Winslow. 

Mr. INGE called for the regular order of busi- 
ness. 

MR. KING’S REPORT. 


Mr. Mc WILLIE, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, made two reports. The first was on the 
proposition which was referred to that committee, 
to piat twenty thousand copies of the President’s 
message and the report communicated therewith, 
of Thomas Butler King, Esq , in relation to Cali- 
fornia. The report in this case was accompanied 
by the following resolution: 


Resolved, That ten thousand copies of the message of the | 
President of the United S ates, transmitting the report of 
Thomas Butler King, Esq., bearer of dixpatehes and special 
agent to Califoruia, be printed, with the accompanying re- 
port. 


Mr, VENABLE took the floor. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, asked the gentle- 
man from North Carolina, (Mr. Venasre,} to 
consent that the consideration of the report should 
be postponed until the committees had been called 
fer reports, 

Mr. VENABLE said that there was rather a 
more important question involved in the subject |j 
before the House than the call of the commitiees 
for reparts. 

. Mr.V. then proceeded and said he had looked with 
what patience he could during a session of Congress 
.of four months, upon the operation of the present 
system of public printing. It had become a mon- 
strous nuisance, and one upon which this House 
should take action. They were now asked to order 
. the printing of ten thousand copies of the President’s 
message communicating Thomas Butler King’s 
report. upon the gold mines of California. At the 
first of the session he (Mr. V.) had moved a reso- 
lution, which was adopted by the House, asking 
for all the correspondence in the departments, and 
for information as to the connection of the Presi- 
deat and the Executive departments with the 


| for two. weeks, 


| 
f 


| question of printin 
| copies of a particu! 


| 
| 


| 


formation of a State government in California 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


“The reply was not yet printed, and would not be 
Four months of the session had 
elapsed; the printing which they had ordered at 
the commencement of the session had not been 
done, and: they were asked to order more printing, 
to add. every day to the amount of printing that 
was to be done. . They had yet received but five 
orssix copies of the President’s annual message,- 
communicated to Congress at. the commencement 
of the session; and he wished to call. the attention 
of the House to the fact, that if this had been the 
short session-of Congress, which would have ex- 


the whole session, have received, printed under 
this contract system, a halfa dozen of the docu- 
ments upon which they were called to act; they 
would not have been able to read them, or to send 
them to their constituents. It was a monstrous 
nuisance, and gould not be enddred. 

He had taken some pains to look into this mat- 
ter. During the last Congress the printing had 
been infamously done under this system, and the 
individuals who took the job lost money bycit. 
The contract was taken lower still for the present 
Congress. They had the pretence of a public 
printer who had given his bond with security for 
the performance of the public printing; and up to 
this hour, the 11th of April, he had not done the 
printing of the first three weeks of the session. 

Mr. WHITE inquired if the Committee on 
Printing had taken a bond of the printers, with 
sufficient sureties? 

Mr. VENABLE replied, that bonds were given. 
He had looked into them; they were bonds for 
specific sums, and there were securities for the 
several classes of printing. The printing of the 
reports of committees was contracted for by one 
man, of the miscellaneous printing and the mes- 
sages and accompanying docu nents, by the same, 
of bills and resolutions by another, and the Jour- 
nal by another; and bonds were given fer the ex- 
ecution of the work, under the law which required 
| the Committee on Public Printing, if the contract- 
ors failed to do it, to have it done by somebody 
else, and the excess paid over the contract to be 
charged to the contractors. 

Mr. FOWLER inquired who the public printer 
was? 

Mr. VENABLE, in reply, read from a document 
before him (which the reporter was unable to ob- 
tain) the names of the contractors and their sure- 
ties for the several classes of printing, 

Mr. McLANE rose to a question of order. He 
submitted that it was not in order to enter into a 
| discussion of the general subject of the printing 
of this House, by the contract system or any other 
system, upon a motion to print a particular report. 
The debate, he submitted, must be confined strictly 
to the report itself and to the questions growing 
out of it. . 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion, that 
it is not in order to-discuss the system by which 
the printing of the House is done, upon a motion 
to print an extra number. 

Mr. VENABLE (resuming) said, he would 


| confine himself to the motion before the House, | 


and would show the reason why the House should 
not order.the printing of this document, which 
was, that they had not been able to get any other 
that they had ordered. He was arguing against 
the ordering of the printing now proposed, and he 


; presumed he might—and still be within the rule of 


order laid down by the Speaker—refer, by way of 
illustration, to the total neglect of duty and ina- 
bility on the part of the printers to do the printing 
of the House under the present system. 

Mr, THOMPSON, of Kentucky, interposed and 
inquired if he understood the Speaker to say that 
upon the question of printing this particular docu- 
ment it was in order to discuss the general question 
of printing? 

The SPEAKER stated that 


€ ) he was of opinion 
that it was not in order 


to discuss the general 
g upon a motion to print extra 
HES | pa ar report. But where there was 
an indisposition on the part of the House to con- 
fine themselves to the question 
sideration, every member must be aware that it | 
was no very difficult matter to evade the point of | 
order. It was impossible for the Chair to say 
precisely how far remarks were relevant—how far 
the discussion was in order. It was the opinion 
of the Chair that it was out of order to discuss the 


general question of printing upon the present mo- 


pired on the 4th of March, they would not, during | 


properly under con- i; 


tion. The debate ought to be limited to the ques- 
tion before the Honse. But the Chair could not 
contro] the argument of the gentleman if he chose, 
by way of illustration, to refer to facts. connected 
with the manner in which the printing of the House 
! was executed. 

Mr. THOMPSON (Mr. Vewasre yielding) 
said, the joint committee on printing, aware of the 
difficulties connected with the present system, and 
anxious to remove them, had prepared a plan, 
which was now under the consideration of the 
Senate; which would remove those Uifficulties, and 
which he believed would meet a ready approval 
in the House. He had supposed that before this 
time the subject would have been acted on by the 
| Senate and sent down to this House. He sug- 
gested to the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. 

Venase] and to the House, that a general dis- 
| cussion of the subject at this time would be pre- 
i; mature, and that they should wait until they re- 
i| ceived the action of the Senate. Or if the gentle- 
|| man would move any proposition which would 
|! give to the Committee on Printing of this House 
| authority to act upon the subject, they would re- 
| port what in their opinion was the proper course 
|| to he taken. 
| Mr. WENTWORTH. Will the gentleman 
|! from Kentucky be good enough to answer me a 
| question? 

i Mr. THOMPSON replied in the affirmative. 

| Mr. WENTWORTH wished to know of the 
i gentleman if the plan which the Committee on 
i Printing were ready to report, contemplated that 
| the public printers or their sureties should profit by 
| the wrong they were now doing to the House and 
the country ? ` 

| Mr. THOMPSON replied that to answer the 
| question wobld be to go into a general discussion— 
the very thing which at this time he was anxious 
to avoid, and which was out of order. 

Mr. WENT WORTH said he wanted to know 
of the gentleman whether the printers were to real- 
ize anything under the plan which was to be pro- 
posed by the committee—to put anything into their 
own pockets to pay them for having kept the 
printing back and violated their contract? 
|| Mr. THOMPSON stated that it was in the con- 
| templation of the committee to propose to the 
| House to put out the printing at a compensation 
| twenty per cent, less than the rates paid under the 
i joint resolution of 1819. The gentleman asked 
; whether the contractors were to profit by their 
| own wrong. He (Mr. T.) did not undertake to 
| decide that question; he would refer it to the gen- 
| Ueman himself. The contractors at the last Con- 
gress and at the present Congress were the gentle- 

man’s own political friends. The geneman from 
+ illinois and the House could decide for themseives 

whether the bid of this session was a fraudulent 
bid to break down the contract system, or not, 

Whether it was the case or not, he (Mr. T.) was 

unable to say. He made no such imputation. 

| He would remind the gentleman that the contract- 
ors for the last Congress, as well as the present, 
were the gentleman’s own political friends. 

Mr. WENT WORTH (in his seat) said, in busi- 
ness matters for the public he knew no friends. 

Mr. THOMPSON said, as a business matter, 
he knew that the public printing could nat be done 
under the present system. If the House desired 
the committee to order the printing to be done by 
others, and to hold the contractors and their sure- 
ties responsible for the difference, let itso be done. 
i! But in business matters, let them have something 
| practicable. He doubted whether this would be 
| practicable, as no contractor in the history of this 
; Government had ever been made liable for a fail- 
| ure of this kind to fulfill his contract. You may 

as well undertake to make a militia colonel re- 
sponsible under his bonds given for public arms 
li delivered into his hands for distribution. The 
| only practicable way was to take the work from 
the present contractors, pay them for the work 


f 


i 
i 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


} 
H 


i 
i 
i 


|) they had done, and give it out in future at rates 
j! for which it could be done. 
i Originally in favor of the contr 


He (Mr. T.) was 
c act system, but as 
it was now working, the printing could not be 
i done under it. 


| _He now submitted to his friend from North 


i, Carolina, that if the merits of the case were brought 


; up in a tangible shape, by a resolution coming 
down from the Senate, or by a resolution.moved 
| inthe House, and sent to the committee, he ven- 
tured to say that the Committee on Printing were 


that the printing should be given to others, and 
the difference charged upon the bond, or that the 
contractors should be relieved from their contract 
„and the work be given out at other rates. Heap- 
pealed to the gentleman not to discuss the ques- 
tion at present, bat wait until it should be brought 
up, not incidentally, not collaterally, but in a di- 
rect, tangible form. Let the gentleman discuss 
the printing of this report as much as be pleased, 
but defer the discussion of the general question 
until it came up properly. 

Mr. VENABLE (resuming) said his friend 
from Kentucky had made the very speech he had 
intended to make, and much better than he could 
have made it. 

THE SEVENTH CENSUS. 

A message was here received from the Senate, 
byetheir Secretary, A. Dicxins, Esq., informing 
the House that the Senate had passed a bill pro- 
viding for the taking of the seventh census. 

Mr. VENABLE (still remaining upon the floor) 
said he desired to move that the bill just received 
from the Senate be referred to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee and printed. : 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, (the chair- 
man of the Committee on the Judiciary,) said he 
desired to make another motion in reference to the 
subject. He hoped the gentleman [Mr. Venase] 
would allow him: it was very important that the 
motion which he desired, should be made. 

The SPEAKER, (to Mr. Vewasie.) Does the 
gentleman give way? 
Mr. VENABLE. 

the gentleman. 

Mr. McLANE insisted upon the regular order 
of business. ` 

The SPEAKER stated that the message just 
received fram the Senate could not now be taken 
up, except by the unanimous consent of the House, 
the question of printing being in order. 

Mr. McLANE insisted upon the regular order 
of business. 


MR. KING’S REPORT ON CALIFORNIA. 
So Mr. VENABLE (retaining the floor) pro- 


I will make the motion for 


ceeded with his remarks upon the motion to print | 


ten thousand extra copies of the message commu- 
nicating T. Butler King’s report. 

As he had before remarked, his friend from 
Kentucky [Mr. Tuompson] had made a much 
better speech than. he could have done, and had 
given the information to the House which he (Mr. 
V.) had desired should. come before it. In relation 
to the report of Mr. King, which was now on the 


table, whether it should be printed or not, he was: 


not now going to discuss. The House were in no 
condition now to do it—he considered it a fair 
objection to the motion, that the printing could 
not now be done. ; 

He (Mr. V.) wished here to be permitted to say, 
thathe had not acted in this matter without consult- 
ing his friend from Mississippi, [Mr. Mc Winuis,] 
who was at the head of the Committee on Print- 
ing. He had told that gentleman on yesterday 
that he should bring the subject before the House. 
He had no complaint to make against the Com- 
mittee on Printing—not the slightest;.but he con- 
sidered it a duty to the country, to the House, and 
to his constituents that this subject should be 
brought up, and that some reason should be given 
to the country why they were accumulating or- 
ders to print, when none were executed. Let them 
pass the order this morning to print ten thousand 
extra copies of this report, and they would not be 
likely to get it, under the present system of print- 
ing, until next year; for they had just receive 
printing which they had ordered last year. Over 
four months had elapsed of this session, and they 
had not received the printing ordered at the com- 
mencement of the session. It was idle to order 
more printing, when, under the present system of 
printing, it could not be done. He meant to object 
to the printing of anything until this heap of meal 
was probed to the bottom—until it was fully as- 
certained who was in fault, or what was in fault— 
whether it was the contractor or the system. If 
it was the system, let them change it; if the con- 
tractors, let them be held responsible, no matter 
who they were. He should therefore vote against 
the printing of this California paper, or any other 
paper, until some action was taken in reference to 
the general subject of printing. This system of 


dthe | 


i 


| the reference of the Senate bill to the Committee 


i their order. 


making contracts and not compelling-compliance, 
of submitting to delays and receiving excuses for 
them, fixed upon.them a barden which could i| 
only be compared to Sinbad the Sailor’s Old Man 
of the Sea, who rode him day and night. And 
they were to be rode in the same way until, by 
some effort of their own, they compelled the print- | 
ers to comply with their contracts, or inflicted 
upon them the penalty. He had no disposition 
to bear hardly upon the present undertaker. He 
was willing to adopt any practicable mode which 
would secure the execution of the public printing | 
without inflicting injury upon the present con- 
tractor, or making him an example, when others 
under similar circumstances had been relieved. 
He was for discharging the printer from the con- 
tract, if it was a losing one, and for employing 
competent printers to do the work as it ought ‘to 
be done, that they might receive the documents in 
an expeditious manner, and no longer be subjected 
to injurious and troublesome delays. 

-Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsyivania, next ob- 
tained the floor, and said he wished to interrupt 
the business now under consideration fora single 
moment. He would state to the House that, a 
few days since, by instruction of the Committee 
on the Judiciary, he had reported the census bill, 


having waited on the Senate for a month without || 


receiving it. Since that time the bill had_passed || 
the Senate and Leen sent to the House. His ob- |} 
ject in getting the floor at this time was to move 


on the Judiciary, and that it be printed, and that 
the House bill be recommitted to the same com- 
mittee, in order that they might produce one bill 
to the House for its action, He made that mo- 


tion. 

The SPEAKER stated that the motion of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania could only be re- 
ceived by the unanimous consent of the House at 
this time. 

Mr. HUBBARD said before the vote was 
taken, he wished to know if the Senate bill was | 
printed ? 

Mr. THOMPSON replied that it was not, but 
that he had moved its printing. 

Mr. HUBBARD said he wished it to be printed. 

The SPEAKER stated the motion of: Mr. 
Thompson, and inquired whether it was received 
by the unanimous consent of the House? 


Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, said he should |} 


greatly prefer to see the bills on the Speaker’s 
table taken up in their regular order. Other busi- 
ness had been lying there for weeks, which he 
wished the House to take up. f 

Mr. THOMPSON said, having the floor, I call 
for the special order of the day. 1 believe that the 
census bill is the special order, and that it is in 
order to call it up at any time. 

The SPEAKER. The census bill is the special 
order, but it is pending before the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. The business 
now before the House is the legitimate business, 


until the House resolves itself into a Committee |) 


of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Mr. THOMPSON. I move to go into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, for |; 


the purpose of taking up the bill which is the |; 


special order for to-day, unless my friend from |, 


Mississippi (Mr: Brown] withdraws his objec- i interfere with the bill, 


tion, and allows the motion | have made to be 


ut. 
Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, said he should | 
dislike very much to delay this matter. But there | 
were other bills which had been laying on the ; 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, said he 
had -been endeavoring to explaim that very point 
to the House, ; a 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi... Let us at 
all events, when we do take up the bill, go prasi- 


cally at work. 

Mr. PRESTON KING made a remark.or sug- 
gestion, of which nothing was heard by the re- 

orter. 

The SPEAKER, (to Mr. Tnomrsoy, of Penn- 
sylvania.) Does the gentleman insist on his mo- 
tion to go into Committee of the W hole on the 
state of the Union? The Chair ‘tinderstands the 
| motion of the gentleman, in the first place, to have 
| been, that by unanimous consent the Senate bill 
| in relation to the census should be read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, and be printed; and that the Commirtee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union should be 
discharged from the consideration of the bill on 
| the same subject heretofore reported from the 
Committee on the Judiciary of this House, and 
that it be recommitted to the last mentioned com- 
mittee, so that the whole subject may be before it, 
This motion can only be made by unanmious con- 
sent, 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I object. 

The SPEAKER. Then the motion is, that 
the rules be suspended, and that. the House 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. JONES desired, he said, to put an inquiry 
to the Chair. ft was this—the census bill having 
been made the special order for this day, he de- 
sired to be informed whether the House had any 
discretion except to go into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union? In other words, 
could that special order be rescinded except by 
unanimous consent? : 

The SPEAKER. The bill isin Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and is made 
the special order for this day; but it cannot be 
acted upon except in Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and if the House should 
refuse to go into committee, the Chair is not aware 
of any process by which the House can be com- 
pelled to act upon the bill; the bill is not in the 
| House. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, (tothe Speaker.) What 
will be the position of the motion to print Mr, 
King’s report, if I should now withdraw my objec- 
tion to the motion of the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania, {Mr. Txompson?] I have no wish to delay 
| the action of the House on that bill. 

The SPEAKER said that the resolution in rela- 
tion to printing the report would come up as un- 
finished business; or, in other words, it would take 
precedence of other business. : 

Mr. WENTWORTH. If our public printers 
are so slow. 
| The SPEAKER. This business will be in or- 
der at any time; because the Committee on Public 
| Printing is authorized to report at any time. 

Mr. WENTWORTH then withdrew his ob- 


|| jection to the motion of Mr. Tuompson, of Penn- 


sylvania. 
| Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, said he would 
withdraw his objection also. He did not like to 


The bill from the Senate, providing for the taking 
of the seventh census of the United States, was 
then read a first and second time by its title. 

Mr. FOW LER inquired whether it was in order 


li to move that the bill be read? 


Speakers table for some weeks—one or two in | 
which the State of Mississippi was very much 
interested, which he would like to see taken up in 


The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from | 
Pennsylvania move to go into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union? 

Mr. THOMPSON. Ido. 

The SPEAKER announced the question upon | 
that motion. 


fore the motion was put, he hoped that the House 
would come to some understanding about the mat- | 
ter. 
to take up the bill in committee before having the 
bill from the Senate regularly before them. He 
thoucht that the chairman of the Committee on the 
Judiciary [Mr. Tuomrson] would see the impro- 
priety of doing so. Í 


It seemed to him that it would be improper |; 


| The SPEAKER said, if the gentleman insisted 
jon the reading of the bill, the question must be 
| putto the Honse. K 

Mr. FOWLER did not insist on the reading. 
Mr. WHITE inquired of the Speaker whether, 


|| ifthe Senate bill was committed tu the Committee 
j 


on the Judiciary, the special order would not 


|i thereby be absolved? 


The SPEAKER. Undoubtedly it will be sn. 


i 
ii The question now is on referring the Senate bill 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said that, be- 
pp | 


to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
| It was so ordered. 

The Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union was then discharged from the further 
consideration of the bill on the same subject here- 
tofore reported from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, and it was recommitted to the said com- 
mittee. : 

And the printing of the Senate bill was ordered. 
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- MR- KING’S REPORT. 

The question then recurred on the report of the 
Committee on Printing. : 

Mr. ‘WENTWORTH said he thought Mr. 
King’s report one of great interest, and especially 
to the people in those sections of the country 
where was the largest emigration. to California. 
He (Mr. W.) thought the number too small, and, 
moved to strike out’ ten thousand and insert one 
hundred thousand. 

The public printers had“ been alluded to. Old 
members knew whathad been given out respecting 
the public printing at the last session of Congress, 
and it looked tó'him as if those givings out were to 
become facts. New members ought to look into 
this matter and see if there is no fraud, no man of 
straw used by which certain men were laboring to 
break up the contract system. He favored a se- 
lect committee empowered to send for persons and 
papers before any new move was made to make 
any concern in this city a gainer by its own 
wrong. Who are the backers of our printers? 
Look at the bond, gentlemen! Are we to put 
hundreds of thousands of dollars into the pockets 
of men who fail to make good their bond, for the 
especial purpose of compelling us to declare their 
contract abandoned? 

He had heard of a deep laid scheme to divide 
out the public printing, and it was due to the 
country that a committee should be appointed to 
inquire if any of those who are to be profited by 
this division of the spoils are on the bond of the 
` present public printer, and what instrumentality, 
if any, such person had in palming upon the coun- 
try, as a responsible man to do such a vast amount 
of work, one of his own journeymen. There might 
have been fraud, at least a trick, in this matter. 
Certainly it looked bad for men to be at work to 
get themselves elected public printers under the old 
extortionary rates, who had aided the present con- 
tractor in getting the printing from other bidders, | 
who would have done the work promptly. If he 
understood the project now agitated in the dark, 
among confidential friends, the office of public 
printer would be the best under the Government. 

He (Mr. W.) was for the contract system, and | 
it was the fault of the contractors themselves and 
“not the Government, if they did not get good 

vices. They bid with their eyes wide open. 

here was no more reason why the contract system 
in relation to public printing should be abandoned 
than that in relation to beef and pork for the army 
and navy, or that in relation to the carrying the | 


a 


j! 


| leave to say, that the enormous quantities of extra 


documents, of engravings, and of maps, which had 

been ordered, were the main cause of the delay. -if 
‘the House would confine itself to printing docu- 

ments for their own use, the public printing would 

be done with proper dispatch. But whenone hun- 

dred thousand extra copies of an enormous book, 

full of engravings and useless maps, were ordered 

to be printed, the delivery of the printing was ne- 
cessarily delayed until the engravings. and maps 
were furnished the printer. It always would be 
so, and could not be otherwise. He knew of no 
abuse under this Government which had grown 
with such rapidity as this very thing of printing 
enormous numbers of extra copies of documents, 
full of engravings and maps. Already the de- 
ficiency in the appropriation for the contingent fund 
of the House for useless engravings and maps— 
which when furnished were of no service—was- 
enormous, amounting to very many thousands of 
; dollars. The House itself was more responsible 
for these delays than anybody else. Let them re- 
i duce the number of extra copies, engravings, and 
maps ordered, and it would go far to remedy the 
evil. The Patent Office document, which was 
ordered at the last session, had not yet been de- 
livered in full—he knew that his room was exceed- 
ingly encumbered with them—he wished they 
were out of it. 

He concluded by moving the previous question. 

Mr. CARTTER said he hoped the motion | 
would be withdrawn for a moment. 

The motion was not withdrawn. 

Mr. WENTWORTH inquired of the Speaker 
whether the clerk had entered his (Mr. W.’s) 
j amendment? 

The SPEAKER. Did the gentleman move an 
amendment? 

Mr. WENTWORTH said that he considered 
himself, first, as having offered his amendment, 
and then as having submitted some remarks. 

The SPEAKER said that the amendment hav- 
ing been moved, the question would of course be | 
taken upon it. 


i 


the previous question, and the vote stood, ayes 72, | 
noes 35. (No quorum voting.) Tellers were i 
called for, and appointed—Messrs. Tuomrson, of | 
Mississippi, and Oguz. 

And the question having been again taken, the 
affirmative vote stood, ayes 97, noes not counted. 

So there was a second, and the main question 
was ordered to be taken. 


United States mail. 
But if the contract system was to be abandoned 


pa 


The main question was, first, on the amend- 
j ment of Mr. Wenrworrn. 


he was for Government doing its own printing. | 
He wus for divorcing the Government from the |! 


press. He did not believe in organs, except o 
the principle, that every man should support hi 


yi 
ny 


sl 


The SPEAKER said the amendment was to! 
Strike out ‘ften thousand” and insert ‘ one hun- 
| dred thousand”? copies. 


Mr. VENABLE asked the yeas and nays on 


The question then was taken on the demand for |! 


own organ. A man can grind any tune he pleases || 


‘ f i! the amendment. 
on his own organ, but he ought to pay his owni! A brief conversation followed between Mr. Ince 
bills. He objected to taxing his constituents to 


; „t0 ij and the Speaker. 
pay any man for supporting a newspaper, under Mr. FOWLER asked that the question might | 
pretence of a national organ. Indeed there was | 


s | be stated, which having been done— | 
no national organ, and could not be, where there |) Mr. WOOD said he would vote for the largest | 
was such a great diversity of opinion as there was | 

if lieved it could not be relied on. 


y 3 A number if the report could be relied on; but he be- 
in this country. The Government and the press 
should be fully divorced; or else it should aid one i| 
press as much as another. — ine amendment be laid upon the table. 

Government ought to do its own printing, and | Mr. WENTWORTH asked for the yeas and | 


Mr. JONES moved that the resolution and |j 


Brown, Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Coleock, Dim- 
mick, Dunham, Edmundson, Ewing, Ge:ry, Gorman. Ham- 
ilion, Haralson, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Raris, 
Thomas L. Harris, Hoagland, Howard, Hubbard, Andrew 
Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Julian, Kaufman, La 


i Sére, Littlefield, Mason, McDonald, Robert M. McLane, 


MeM«:len, McQueen, Mc Willie, Meade, Morse,Ort, Powell, 
Robinson, Savage, Seddon, Alexander A. Stephens, Thomas, 
Jacob Thompson, James Thompseu, Toombs, Venable, 
Wallace, Williams, Wood, and Wood ward—58. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Alston, Anderson, Andrews, Ash- 
mun, Baker, Bay, Bingham, Booth, Bowie, Buel, Chester 
Butler, Thomas B. Butler, Joseph Cable, George A. Cald- 
well, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Cartier, Casey, Clark, 
Cleveland, Cole, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Dcherry, Dickey, 
Dixon, Doty, Duer, Durkee, Fowler, Fuller, Giddings, Gil- 
more, Goodenow, Gott, Hall, Hammond, Harlan, tay, 
Haymond, Henry, Hilliard, Howe, William T. Jackson, 
James L. Johnson, George G. King, Jobn A. King, Preston 
King, Lefer, Horace Mann, Mattesou, MecCiernand, 
McGaughey, McKissock, Finis E. MsLean, Meacham, 
Moore, Morehead, Morris, Nelson, Osie, Otis, Parker, 
Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Pitman, Potter, Putnam, Reed, Rey- 
nolds, Richardson, Robbins, Rockwell, Rumsey, Sackett, 
| Sawtelle, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Spaulding, 
Sprague, Stanly, frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Staton, 
Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, Sweetser, J'aylor, Jobn B. 
: Thompson, Thurman, Tuck, Underhill, Vinton, Walden, 
Waido, Watkins, Wellborn, Wentworth, White, Wilmot, 
Wilson, and Winthrop—l04. 4 

So the subject was not laid upon the tabie. 

And the question recurring on the amendment, 

Mr. WENTWORTH said, that as he had been 
informed that the report of Mr. King was for sale 
cheap in this city, he would withdraw his motion 
j to amend. 

So the amendment was withdrawn. 

The question then recurred on the adoption of 
the resolution reported by the Committee on 
Printing. : 

A brief conversation followed between Mr. 
Jones and the Speaker. i 
__Mr. PRESTON KING inquired of the Speaker 
if an amendment would now be in order? 

The SPEAKER said not at this time. 

Mr. JONES asked for the yeas and nays on 
í the adoption of the resolation, which were re- 

fused. 

Mr. JONES moved that the resolution be laid 
on the tables . 

The question being taken, the House decided 
that the resolution should not be laid on the table. 

And then the resolation was adopted. 


The House then proceeded to the consideration 
of the other report made by Mr. MeWirLie, from 
the Committee on Printing; and it was 

Ordered, That the said committee be discharged from 
; the further consideration of the memorial of certain citizens 
| of the United States, praying for a distribution of the public 
Aocuments to public schools, and that it be laid on the 
table, 


Mr. BAYLY believed, he said, (addressing the 
| Speaker,) that the regular business in order was 
| the call of committees for reports. 
The SPEAKER assented. 
Mr. BAYLY called for the regular order of 
| business. 

WILMINGTON AND RALEIGH RAILROAD. 

_ Mr. ASHE rose, he said, toa privileged ques- 
tion. He desired to call up the motion heretofore 
made by him, to reconsider the vote by which the 
bill for the relief of the Wilmington and Raleigh 
Railroad Company had been referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House. 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be on the 
motion to reconsider, 


i 
} 


then it could control it in its own way. Next to | nays 
the contract system, he preferred a Government | My 
printing establishment, and he believed we would | 
yet have to come to that plan, unless the contract |! 
system should be sustained. i 

It would not be in order to move fora select 
committee to-day, unless by unanimous consent, 
and he feared that the schemers might have some 
friend here to object to-day, if he made the motion. 
He honed, however, this scheme to make million- 
aires out of new public printers, would not be en- | were ordered 
tertained, until a thorough investigation of the || j ; 


j 
t 
} 
j 


j 
i 
i 
| 
i 


and the yeas and nays 
i! 


present contract was heid. The prinuing was kept |! 
back, and, it was suggested, purposely kept back, | 
in order to make the present system odious. H 
hoped, before the public printing was given t 


The SPEAKER said that th 


e printing of the | 
usual number had already been 


J ordered. 
The question was then taken on the motion that 


i 
f 
t 
f 
J 
l 


Mr, BAYLY said he had a word to say, and ii yy hol bi A 
we e Se a : tne whole subject be laid on the table, and was |: 
Fe felt i e Dy Moving the previous question. i decided in the negative—yeas 58, nays 104, as fol- |! 


onvenience of the delay of the public n lows: 
as much as any man of the House; but as į; YEAS—Messrs. Albertson 
estion who was responsible forit, he begged |! Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, / 


printing 


to the qu Ashe, Averett, Bayly, Beale, 


Albert G. Brown, William J. 


ings of the m 


tshould be 
he attention 


i 
i 
ti 


| Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, desired to jp duty r 
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time of payment for the period of four years; and 
in‘order to insure the regular and punctual dis- 
charge of these annual instalments, it authorized 
the Postmaster General” to retain annually, out of 
the moneys which might be due from the depart- 
ment for mail service to the company, a sufficient 
amount to meet and discharge their instalments. 
It would be perceived from this provision, that the 
Government run no risk of losing any of its just 
revenue, but on the contrary, it held the payment 
in its own hands-—it became its own paymaster. 
But in order to remove any uneasiness which 
might be felt on this head, the bill further provided 

_ good and ample security—that such security as by 
the district judge might be deemed reasonable and 
satisfactory should be given by the company, for 
the ultimate discharge of these duties. He (Mr. 
A.) wonld observe, in conclusion, that as the pro- 
visions of the bill were reasonable, the relief of 
such a character as would enable the company to 
discharge its contract for the transportation of the 
United States mail, and the ultimate payment of 
duties well secured, he hoped no apposition would 
be raised to the passage of the bill. i 

The question was then taken and decided in the 
affirmative—ayes 92, noes 27, 

So the vote was reconsidered. 

The question then recurred on the motion to re- 
fer the bill to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. STANLY expressed the hope that the bill 
would not be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole. Ifit were so, the probability was that it 
would sleep there so long that it would be impos- 
sible for the relief contemplated by it to be avail- 
able. If gentlemen had any difficulty about the 
bill—though he scarcely supposed there could be 
any—he would submit the propriety of suffering 
it to lie over informally until they had given the 
necessary examination to it. 

Mr. VENABLE asked for a vote on the pas- 
sage of the bill. Ele could see no reason, he 
said, why it should not be passed now. The 
United States had as much interest as any other 
parties could have in the transportation of the 
mail; and he could sce no reason for commitment 
or delay. 

Mr. POTTER said he desired to make a brief 
explanation. The Wilmington and Raleigh Rail- 
road Company have on hand a quantity of iron, 
on which the duties are due. 
tance that there should be speedy action on this 
bill, as the embarrassments of the company are so 
great as to render it impossible for them to pay the 
duties on that iron. They have a contract with 
the Postmaster General for conveying the United 
States mail over this road, which contract expires 
on the first of July. By this contract with the 
Postmaster General, the United States agrees to 
pay $75,000 a year for the transportation of the 
mail; so that the payment to the company, under 
this contract for a single year, would be sufficient 
to pay the duties on the iron now on hand. If it 
were otherwise, however, he would vote in favor 
of this bill. We have a general interest in the 
passage ofthis bill, which is merely to give time 
to the company to make their payments, Securi- 
ties are to be given, and these securities are to be 
approved by the district judge of North Carolina. 
He could not anticipate any objection to putting 
this bill on its passage now. ‘There will be one 
hundred thousand dollars due to the company for 
transportation of the mail next July, and the com- 
pany ask for no part of this money until the duties 
on the iron are paid. i 

The Postmaster General speaks highly of the 
liberality of this company, who have never at- 
tempted these exorbitant exactions from the Gov- 
ernment which some other railroad companies 
have. He would only say, in addition, that the 
committee was unanimous in recommending the 
passage of the bill. , 7 

Mr. PHELPS expressed a wish to suggest an 
amendment, but objection was made. 

Mr. VENABLE stated that this was a measure 
of great importance. He was willing to adopt the 
suggestion of the gentleman to save ume. He 
would call the attention of the House to the im- 
portance of putting this great road in order. The 
company was in an embarrassed condition. There 
was an existing contract with the Government for 
the transportation of the mail. Ic is the great 
route through which the northern mail runs twice 
aday. There will be money enough in the hands 
of Government due under the contract, sufficient 


Itis of great impor-. 


to pay the duties on the iron in hand.. And all 
that the company desires is such an extension of 
the time for payment as will relieve them from im- 
mediate pressure, and enable them to put the road 
in order. 

Mr. PRESTON KING (Mr. Venase yielding 
the floor) asked to put a question to the gentleman 
from North Carolina. The gentleman had alladed 
to the sufficiency .of the sum due under the con- 
tract to pay the duties on the iron. He desired to 
ask him whether it was sufficient to cover the du- 
ties on the iron expected to come in? 

Mr. PHELPS (Mr. Venaste yielding the 
floor) desired to suggest an amendment, to limit 
the bill to such iron as was already imported, or 
might be imported within the next two years, 

Mr. CARTTER objected. 

Mr. VENABLE resumed. He was willing to 
adopt the amendment of the gentleman from Mis- 
souri. It was to limit the benefit conferred by 
this bill to such iron as had been already imported, 
or that might be imported during the next two 
years. He presumed there would be no objection’ 
to this amendment on the part of the House. He 
would now move the previous question. 

Mr. CARTTER hoped (he said) that the House 
would vote down the previous question. 

Mr. C. then moved that the bili be laid upon the 
table, and asked the yeas and nays; which were 
refused. 

And the question having been taken, the House 
decided that the bill should not be laid upon the 
table. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, said he un- 
derstood the question was now on the passage of 
the bill. 

The SPEAKER said that the pending question 
was on the demand for the previous question. If 
that motion should be seconded, the House would 
then be brought to a vote on the reference of the 
bill to the Committee of the Whole, and failing 
that, toa vote on the amendment and on the ques- 
tion of engrossment. , 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, expressed a 
hope that before this bill was allowed to pass, the 
House would take time tolouk into it. It wasa 
proposition to bring the Government into a connec- 
tion with the system of internal improvement, by 
advancing money for the relief of this railroad com- 
pany; for that was the true import of the bill. It was 
a bill to authorize an extension of the time for the 
payment of the duties on imported iron, until such 
time as the Government might pay itself out of the 


and all other expenses incladed. And although this 
is the State of things with our foreign. competitors, 
and this is the way in which the domestic. article 
is depressed, we are now called on to give new 
privileges in favor of the imported iron, by ex- 
tending the time in which this railroad company 
shall be required to pay the duties on the iron im- 
poried. by them. The domestic manufacture ig 
thus to kave the disadvantage of a foreign valua- 
tion of the imported article, and the credit sys- 
tem instead of. a home valuation and cash duty. 
These duties are thus in part to be made payable, 
not by the railroad company, but by the United 
States Government; because they are not to be 
paid until the Government shall have in its hands 
enough of the money due to the company under 
their mail contract to pay them. 

He called on all those who had any regard for 
the iron interest of our own country, or who were 
disposed to sustain our home labor, to pause and 
reflect before they consented to pass this law, 
which would prove but an entering wedge to a 
system, the tendency of which is to break down 
all our domestic. interests. There was never so 
much iron imported in any country as is now im- 
ported from England into the United States.. Pig 
metal can now be brought into this country.from 
Glasgow, at a less cost than the bare expenses of 
carrying the same article fifty miles by internal 
wansportation, and is delivered here at a price 
which is absolutely ruinous to our own establish- 
ments. The effects of this destructive policy are 
already visible in the deteriorated condition of the 
Pennsylvania works. The establishments in 
Clarion county are, for the most part, idle; and 
even coal is imported from Europe and brought 
into the Pennsylvania coal region. And as if this 
was not enough done for the injury of our domes- 
tic industry, railroad companies must come here 
and ask for an extension of time before they are 
to be called on to pay their duties on the iron im- 
ported for their benefit, And in this way all the 
great interests of the country are to be discon- 
nected and frittered away by piecemeal, until the 
whole shall be thrown down and destroyed. 

Mr. CARTTER expressed. his gratification to 
hear that railroad iron was so abundant in our 
country, and that it could be obtained at so cheap 
arate. Nothing that he had heard here was so 
calculated to rejoice the hearts of all those who 
are interested in the great railroad operations 
which were in progress, or which were now pro- 
jected, through the western States; and he con- 


moneys due to the company, under a contract for 
the transportation of the mail. Now, if the com- 
pany had entered into a contract with the Govern- 
ment, let them fulfill their contract, and if the 
Government has made such contract with the com- 
pany, let them pay what they have contracted to 
pay, whenever the terms of the contract are com- 
plied with. He believed this road runs through 
two States, and if so, the Government has juris- 
diction over it. 

Several Voices: Three. 

Mr. STEVENS. Three States; then it does 
come under our jurisdiction. He was opposed 
to this system of encouraging the foreign manu- 
facturer to send his iron here, for the construction 
of our railroads, and to the manifest injury of our 
domestic manufacturers. | 

Mr. POTTER (Mr. Srevens yielding at his 
request) desired to ask the gentleman from Penn- | 
syivania, whether that State had ever paid duties | 
on the iron imported by her in the construction of 
her railroads? Had she not obtained a remission | 
of the duties on all the imported iron used in the 
erection of all her public works? | 

Mr. STEVENS resumed. The State of Penn- į 
sylvania was at this moment buying British iron. | 
He admitted that there was a time when Pennsyl- 
vania, in the construction of her railroads, im- 
ported a considerable quantity of iron from abroad, 
and by some arrangement, she had oniy partiy 
paid the duties on that iron, But latterly, either 
Pennsylvania nor any-of the eastern States, had | 
asked for a remission of the duties on their im- | 
ported irons i 

Before the act of 1842, when Pennsylvania first | 
embarked in the business of manufacturing railroad 
iron, she paid seventy dollars per ton on ail the iron 
she imported; but since the year 1842, railroad iron | 
had been purchased at the rate of fifty-six dollars the ; 
ton; and now this foreign iron can be purchased in 


gratulated them on the opportunity they now had’ 
of getting the iron for their works at a low price. 
He would always be ready to give his vote in 
favor of cheapening the article instead of raising its 
value. But he agreed with those who reprobated 
and repudiated this measure, not because there was 
railroad iron enough in the country for all the pur- 
poses which might be required, but because it was 
an attempt to make the Government a party toa 
special contract. He denied that there was any con- 
stitutional power in Congress to legislate for such 
a purpose. Why should a North Carolina Com- 
pany come here and ask for this special privilege, 
when there are so many other companies standing 
precisely on the same footing, and entitled to just 
the same amount of privileges? We have no power 
to do anything of the kind. 

He designated this measure as a beautiful Dem- 
ocratic doctrine. to save the Whig party. It was 
no doctrine which justly belonged to the Demo- 
cratic party. 

We have nothing to do with these matters of 
special contract, or with these State establishments. 
He would vote against this bill. And he had 
asked the gentleman from North Carolina to with- 
draw his call for the previous question to enable 
him to state why he was opposed to it. These 
| railroad companies can get sufficient supplies of 
iron in Europe; and if they cannot get credit there, 
itis because their works here are not in a condi- 
tion to command it. 

Mr. STANLY was very sorry that his friend 
from Ohio should have thought proper to make 
such a strong opposition to a bill so trifling in its 
character. He would assure the gentleman that 
the part of the State of North Carolina which 
would be benefited by this road was the very 
heart of Democracy. We have no disposition 
whatever to take any advantage of the House at 
all.. Let the bill be postponed, if such be the de- 


sire of the House, until it can be examined. Itis 


Boston at thirty-nine dollars the ton, duties, freight, 


ae 
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sso:simple in its:provisions and its character that a 

.child-may understand. it. -He was sorry that the 
‘gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Srevens] could 
never speak on any subject without throwing out 
some reflection against the South. ` 

Mr. STEVENS (Mr. Sranty yielding for ex- 

-planation) said he had thrown out no‘reflection on 
athe South. « He. should: have made the same ob- 
-servations ifthe bill- had been forthe benefit of the 
“North. | But the North would-not come here to 
-ask-for such a ‘measure. : 
> Mr. STANLY (resuming) said he had hereto- 
‘fore voted in fuvor-of the protection:of our domes- 
tic'industry, and he would “be gratified to. do‘so 
vagain. hatever ‘protection: may be required to 
place the. iron-works in Pennsylvania on a prosper- 
ous footing, he would be atways ready to vote for, 
‘in spite of the remarks which had been made by 
athe gentleman from Pennsylvania. This isa very 
emallmatter. -It is merely a bill for the extension 
sof the time for the payment of duties. The con- 
tract existing between this company and the Post 
Office Department is to the amount of nearly 
-$100,000 a'year. And this alone was ample se- 
‘curity to the Government. On'so simple a matter 
he was surprised that such an opposition should 
be raised. 

Mr. CASEY was understood to put an inquiry, 
whether the tron had been all imported, or there 
was yeta quantity to be imported ? 

Mir. STANLY was understood to say, that the 
iron had been imported. 

Mr. SACKETT asked if there would be any 
incumbrance on the road which would diminish 
the security held by the Government ? 

Mr. STANLY replied in the negative, and 
smoved the previous question, 

The demand for the previous question was sec- 
onded, and the main question was ordered to be 
now taken. 

The yeas and nays were asked, and refused. 

The House refused to refer the bill to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole. . 

And the question recurred on agreeing to the 
amendment proposed by Mr, Venase, the ques- 
tion was taken, and the amendment was agreed to. 

The question then being on ordering the bill, as 
amended, to be engrossed for a third reading, 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, asked the 
yeas and nays, which were ordered, and being 
taken, were—yeas 79, nays 72, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Alston, Anderson, Andrews, Ashe, Ben- 
nett, Bowdon, Bowie, Briggs, Albert G. Brown, ‘thomas B. 
‘Bader, B.C. Cawell, Joseph P, Caldwell, Campbell, Clarke, 
Conger, Deberry, Dixon, Duer, Durkee, Ewing, Goodenow, 
Gorm, Gou, Haralson, Sampson W. Hanis, Haymond, 
Hilliar', Howard, Joseph W, Jackson, James L. Johnson, 
Robert W. Jolson, Julian, Krutinan, George G. King, 
Jolm A. King, Matteson, MeKisseek, Finis E. MeLean, 
McQueen, MeWillic, Meacham, Morehead, Nelson, Orr, 
Otis, Peck, Pheips, Potter, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Rob- 
bins, Robinson, Rumsey, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Shep- 
perd, Spaulding, Stanly, Frederiek P. Stanton, Richard H. 
Stanton, A. H. Stephens, Sweetser, Taylor, Thomas, Jacob 
Phompson, John Be Thompson, Thurman, Toombs, Tuck, 
Underhill, Venable, Vinton, Watkins, Wellborn, White, 
Williams, Wilson, and Winthrop—79, 

NAYS— Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Allen, Bay, Bayly, 
Bingham, Booth, Wiitiam J. Brown, Buel, Chester Butler, 
Joseph Cable, Calvin, Carter, Casey, Cleveland, W. R. W. 
Cobh, Coleoek, Crowell, Dickey, Dimimniek, Doty, Dunham, 
Edmundson, Powter, freediey, Fuller, Gerry, Giddings, 
Gilmore, Halt, Hamilton, Hammond, Harlan, Isham G. Har- 


vis, Henry, Hoagland, Howe, Hubbard, Inge, Andrew John- 
sou, Jones, Preston King, Leffler, Lituefield, Horace Mann, 


Mason, McDonald, Robert M. McLane, McMullen, Miller, | 


Moores Morris, Ogle, Parker, Peaslee, Pitman, Powell, 
Richardson, Rockwell, Savage, Seddon, Sprague, Thaddeus 


Stevens, Stetson, James Thompson, William Thompson, į 


Watden, Waldo, Wallace, Wentworth, 
Wiktnot—72, 

So the bill was ordered to'a third reading at this 
time. 

And the bill having been read a third time, and 
the question being on the passage thereof, 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, asked the 

. yeas and nays; which were refused. 

And the question was then taken, and decided 
in the aflirmative—ayes 81, noes not counted. 

So the bill was passed. 

Mr. ASHE moved a reconsideration of the vote, 
and that that motion be laid upon the table. 


Whittlesey, and 


Mr. CARTTER asked the yeas and nays; which | 


were refused. 
The question was then taken, and the motion to 
reconsider was laid upon the table. 


Mr. KAUFMAN moved that the House re- 


solve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 


4 


| 


‘the motion. 


` was last arrested) with the Committee on Revolu- 


Mr. BAYLY asked the gentleman to withdraw 


The SPEAKER said, if. the motion should be 
withdrawn, the regular order of business would 


be the call of the committees for reports. 
Mr. KAUFMAN withdrew the motion. 


REPORTS. 


` The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the com- 
mittees for reports, commencing (where the call 


tionary Pensions. : f 

Mr. WALDO, from the Committee on Revolu: 
tionary Pensions, made adverse reports in the 
following cases; which were ordered to lie on the 
table and be printed, viz: > 

The petition of Mary B. Francisco, the widow 
of Peter Francisco, for a pension; 

The petition of Sianna Griffin, formerly Sianna 
Kibby, for a-pension in right of her late husband, 
who was disabled in the United States frigate 

‘Brandywine, in the spring of 1826; and ‘ 
`The petition of J. W. Whitford and fifty-six 

other citizens of Hickman county, Tennessee, ask- 

ing for an increase of pension to Jordan Milam. 


Onmotion by Mr. W., the Committee on Revo- 
luuionary Pensions was discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the following cases; and 
they were ordered to lie on the table, viz: 

The petition of Mou Wilkinson, a soldier of | 
Indiana county, Pennsylvania, for an increase of | 
pension; 

T'he petition of Anna L. Scott, for a pension; 

The petition of Nehemiah Holden, of Brown | 
county, Ohio, for increase of pension; 

The petition of Catharine Adair, widow of Gen- 
eral John Adair, of the war of the Revolution, for 
arrears of pension; 

a petition of Hannah Weston, for a pension; 
an 

The petition of Jonathan Hutchins, of the 
county of Randolph, Indiana, for bounty land and | 
pension for services rendered by him during the 
war of the Revolution. 

Mr. WALDO also, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, to which had been re- į 
ferred the joint resolution of the Senate to grant 
pensions to certain widows, from the 4th of 
March, 1841, to the 4th of March, 1843, made an 
adverse report thereon. 

Mr. WALDO called for the reading of the re- | 
port; and it was read. j 

Mr. W. then said, that he supposed there might 
be some gentlemen, not at this moment in their 
seats, who might desire to be heard on this sub- 
ject, although the committee had instructed him to 
move to luy the report on the table. Perhaps the 
fairer course would be that the report should be 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, that it might not now take up 
any of the time of the House. if any gentleman 
desired that such a motion should be made he was 
willing to submit it. 

I am desired (continued Mr. W. after a mo- 
ment’s pause,) to make the motion. I therefore 
move that the report be referred to the Committee | 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and that 
it be printed. Gentlemen can there discuss it if | 
they are so disposed. 

The motion having been agreed to, the report | 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole on | 


the state of the Union and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. WALDO, from the Committee on Revolu- 


tionary Pensions, reported a bill granting a pen- 
sion to Alice Markland, which was read a first and | 
second time by its title, referred to a Committee of | 
the Whole House, and, with the report accompa- i 
nying, ordered to be printed. ' 
Also, from the same committee, to which had | 
been referred the memorial of the administrator | 
of Sarah Stokes, reported a joint resolution for the | 
relief of the administrator of Sarah Stokes, de- 
ceased; which was read a first time by its title, 
Mrs W. explained that an act had passed last 
Congress, on the 5th of August, 1848, allowing a | 
pension in this case, which was a very meritorious 


i 


one; but that the widow died just seven days be- | 
fore the day on which the pension was to com- | 
mence, consequently the administrators could not | 
lay claim to the money. This bill was intended | 
to authorize the money to be paid to the adminis- | 

i 

| 


trators. He hoped that the bill would be read 
through, with a view to its passage. 
There being no objection, 


i from the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


į reports accompanying, ordered to be 


The bill was read a second time, and ordered to 
be engrossed and read a third time; and being 
engrossed was read the third time and passed. 


. Mr. SACKETT, from the Committée on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions, reported the following bills, 
which were severally read a first and second: time 
by their titles, referred to. a committee of the 
‘Whole House, and, with the reports accompany- 
ing, ordered to be printed, viz: 

A bill for the relief of John Morrison; 

A bill for the relief of Adam Garlock; 

A bill for the relief of Rebecca Freeman, the 
widow of Pearson Freeman. 

Mr. S. also, from the same committee, made an 
adverse report on the petition of Joseph Merchant, 
a revolutionary soldier, asking for an increase of 
pension; and it was ordered to lie on the table and 
be printed. . } 

On motion by Mr. S., the same committee was 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
memorial of the executors of Carter Page, praying 
for the commutation due to the deceased as a 
captain in the army of the Revolution; and it was 
ordered to he on the table. : 

Mr. GORMAN, from the Committee on Revo- 
Jutionary Pensions, made an adverse report on the 
petitions of Samuel Gilman, of John Jones, of 


i Kentucky; of Jeremiah Stillwell; of Uriah Wilson 


and others; of the citizens of the State of Pennsy|- 
vania; of the citizens of Wyoming and Livingston 
counties, in the State of New York; praying the 
passage of a law, placing those persons who served 
in the Indian wars of 1795, on the same footing of 


| those who served in the revolutionary war; which 


report was ordered to lie on the table and be 
printed. ; 


Mr. MATTESON, from the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
Thomas Flanagan, which was read a first and 
second time by its title, referred to a` Committee of 
the Whole House, and, with the report accom- 
panying, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. AVERETT, from the Committee on Inva- 


|| lid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Jonas 


D. Platt, which was read a first and second time 
by its title, and, with the report accompanying, 
ordered to be printed. . 

Mr. LEFFLER, from the Committee on Inva- 
lid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Peter 
Frost, which was read a first and second time by 
its title, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and, with the report accompanying, or- 
dered to be printed, 

On motion by Mr. LEFFLER, the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions was discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of the legal represent- 
atives of John Jackson, for a pension for the loss of 
an arm in the action with Serapis; and it was 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions. 

Mr. GERRY asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to permit him to make several reports 
He said 
that when that Committee was last called, he was 
confined to his room by indisposition, 

No objection was made; and 

Mr. G., from the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
reported the following bills, which were severally 
read a first and second time by their titles, referred 
to a Committee of the Whole House, and, with the 
s printed, viz: 

A bill for the relief of William Gove; 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin Cressey; 

A bill for the relief of Lot Davis; 

A bill granting a pension to Asel Wilkinson; 

A bill for the relief of James W. Wilkins. 

Mr. G., from the same committee, made an ad- 
verse report on the memorial of Samuel T. Ander- 
son, of Baltimore, Maryland, asking fora pension 
to the Ist July, 1845; which was ordered to lie on 
the table, and be printed. : 

On motion by Mr. G., the Committee on Naval 


| Affairs was discharged from the further considera- 


tion of the memorial of Ursula E. Cobh, the 


| Widow of the late Charles Cobb, of the United 


States navy, for a pension on account of the death 
of her husband from disease contracted in the ser- 
vice; and it was referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions, 

Mr. WALDEN, from the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions, reported the following bills, which 
were severally read a first and second time by their 
titles, referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 


1850. $ 


and, with the reports accompanying 
“printed, viz: 

A bill for the relief of Mary W. Thompson; and 

A bill for the relief of Alanson Pool. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, from the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, reported the following 
bills, which were severally read a first and second 
time by their titles, referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House, and, with the reports accom- 
panying, ordered to be printed, viz: ~ 

A bill for the relief of Hamilton Carroll; and 

A bill for the relief of Fielding G. Brown. 


On’ mation, by Mr. PUTNAM, the Committee 
on Roads and Canals was discharged from the 
further consideration of the memorial of the Legis- 
lative Assembly of Minnesota, asking for the im- 
provement of the Mississippi river above the Falls 
of St. Anthony; and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 


Mr. BAYLY, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported the following bills, which 
were severally read a first and second time by 
their tides, referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and ordered to be print- 
ed, viz: ; 

A bill making appropriation for the support of 
the army, for the fiscal year ending 30th June, 
1851; and 

A bill making appropriation for the naval ser- 
vice, for the fiscal year ending the 30th June, 1851. 

Mr. NELSON, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of Matthews, Wood, 
and Hall, which was read twice by its title, re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, and, 
with the report accompanying, ordered to be 
printed. ' 

Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported the following bills, which were severally 
read by their titles a first and second time, referred 
to a Committee of the Whole House, and, with the 
report accompanying, ordered to be printed, viz: 

A bill for the relief of George Armstrong; 

A bill for the relief of Major E. H. Fitzgerald; 

A bill for the relief of Manoah D. Robinson; and 

A bill for the relief of William Kilgour. 

Mr. THOMAS also, from the same committee, 
made adverse reports in the following cases; which 
were ordered to lte on the table and be printed, viz: 

On the memorial of Captain Francis Cicote, of 
Detroit, asking remuneration for damages done by 
the Indians during the last war; and 

On the memorial of the legal representatives of 
General Robert Young, for compensation for to- 
bacco destroyed by the British troops in 1814. 


On motion by Mr. THOMAS, the Committee 
on Claims was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the claim of Charles Waldron for 
balance due on supplies furnished to the United 
States; and it was ordered to lie qn the table. 

On motion by Mr. McLEAN, of Kentucky, the 
Committee on Claims was discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition of R. L. Cox; 
also, the petition of Hendrick and Jones, next of 
kin of Robert Leckie, one of the sureties of J. D. 
Hayden, late paymaster, for relief against certain 
claim put in suit by the United States against a said 
surety; and they were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. McL., from the same Committee, made 
adverse reports in the following cases, which were 
ordered to lie on the table and be printed, viz: 

The memorial of George Hervey, praying that 
the owners and consignees of the British ship 
Joseph Mitchell, may be paid the full amount 
which, by the act of Congress of 1830, was granted 
for the relief of Alexander Claxton; and 

The memorial of Elliott, Smith and Nathen 
Farnsworth, for compensation for rescuing United 
States troops and stores from the wreck of the 
sbip Charles Wharton, at Tampa Bay. 


; ordered to be 


Mr. BUTLER, of Connecticut, from the Com- | 


mittee on Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
Thomas Crown, which was read a first and second 
time by its title, referred to a Committee of the 
Whole House, and, with the report accompanying, 
ordered to be printed. . 
Mr. DUNELAM, from the Committee on Claims, 
made adverse reports in the following cases; which 
were ordered to lie on the table and be printed, 
iz: 
i The memorial of Howell & Coates, of New 
Orleans, asking remuneration for loss of flat-boats 
through the act of an officer of the United States; 
and 


The petition of Joshua. Hillyard, of the State 
of New York, prayirg for an act to authorize the 
payment of his claim against the United States. 

n motion by Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, 
the Commitee on Commerce was discharged from 
the further consideration of the following cases; 
| and they were ordered to Jie on the table, viz: 

The memorial of Charles. Massey, jr., for the 
repayment of an excessive duty erroneously ex- 
acted upon brown sugar from Canton; and the 
letter of the Secretary of the Treasury on. the 
same subject. ` 

The petition of the rector, warden, and vestry 
of the Church of the Advent, in Boston, Massa- 
chusetts, praying that a certain duty may be ré- 
funded. 

On motion by Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, the 
i| Committee on Commerce was discharged from the 
further consideration of sundry memorials, pray- 
ing for the construction of a ship canal around 
| the falls of St. Mary’s; and it was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands, which already had 
charge of that subject. l a 

On motion by Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, the 
same committee was discharged from the further 
| consideration of the memorial of Captain H. M. 
Shreeve, praying that the United States mayjmake 
remuneration for the past use of his patent for 
a snag-boat, and for its purchase for the future 
l use of the United States; and it was referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. McL. ‘said that the Committee on Com- 
merce did not consider that it had jurisdiction of 
any?claim except it arises out of commercial regu- 
lations and laws as connected with the revenues of 
| the country. i 

Mr. McL., from the Committee on Commerce, 
to which had been referred the memorial of David 
U. Brown for a new register, reported a bill to 
grant a register to the barque Royal Saxon; which 
was read by its ute. 

Mr. McL. asked that the bill might be put upon 
| its passage. 

Mr. JONES inquired, by way of suggestion, 
| whether it would not be as well to provide a gen- 
eral law on the subject, to take the place of this 
special legislation ? 

| Mr. McLANE said, he would state in reply to 
| his friend from ‘Tennessee, (Mr. Jones,] that the 
| Committee on Commerce had now that very sub- 
| ject under consideration, The universal practice 
| of the Government had been to legislate for these 
cases specially. The universal practice had been, 
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| the United States Court, the parties purchasing, if 
they put repairs upon the vessel in the United 
States to the amount of three-fourths of her value 
when repaired, or when new, should have.a regis- 
ter granted to her. This had been the practice 
under the existing navigation system—it had been 
the universal practice, and one connected with the 
protective character of our navigation laws. 

| The vessel was now lying at the wharf in Bal- 
timore, with her cargo engaged. Her owners and 
| agents had been here, awaiting the opportunity, 
i which he (Mr. McL.) had been seeking for fifteen 
days, to make this report. 

Mr. JONES said he was aware that the univer- 
sal practice had been to legislate specially in these 
| cases, and he had never seen one of them brought 
| here which had not been a life and death case. Not 
| a case had he known where the parties were not 
waiting for Congress to authorize the register, in 
order that they might put to sea, 

Mr. McLANE remarked that it was very natu- 
j ral that the parties should want to send their ves- 
sels to sea when everything was in readiness for 
“them to do so. 
| Mr. WHITE inquired of the gentleman from 


|| Tennessee [Mr. Jones] what injury or harm could 


possibly result from this proceeding? 

Mr. JONES said he knew nothing about the 
case. He did-not know whether the three-fourths, 
irs other repairs, had been put upon the ves- 
sel. 

Mr. WHITE said that of course the committee 
would not have reported the bill unless they were 
| satisfied on that point. 

Mr. JONES said, why should not a general law 
be passed upon the subject? It could be passed as 
| quickly and as easily as this; and Congress would 
| then get clear of this class of special legislation. 
Mr. McLANE said, in reference to this general 
j law, there were difficulties that were not yet over- 


! that when a vessel was bought under a decree of 


| 


come. .Some. were:against all. relaxation. of the 
system; while others were.in favor of abolishing 
all restraints and adopting the English system, as 
recently. modified, under. which: registers‘ were 
granted to.all vessels owned by their citizens.» ‘The 
committee, under these circumstances, had deemed 
it proper not.to oblige these parties to wait, but to 
carry out the universal rule in this case, and report 
a special bill granting a register to this.vessel. 

Mr. JONES said he. would vote for a law grant- 
ing register to any vessel, which upon examination, 
should be found. seaworthy and of the proper capa- 
city and strength to authorize the issuing a regis- 
ter—built-where she might have been built. He 
did not care where the vessel was built if it was 
fit for service; and if those whose.-duty. it was to 
examine her were satisfied that she was worthy to 
be classed as one of our vessels, it mattered not 
to him whether she was built in old England or 
New England, in Europe or America—and he 
hoped the committee would report some general 
bill. 

The bill. was then ordered to be. engrossed and 
read a third time. f 

And, having been read a third time, was passed, 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, also, from the 
Committee on Commerce, reported the following’ 
resolution; which was read and agreed to, viz: 

Resoled, That the Clesk of the House furnish the Com- 
mituee on Commerce with a map of the United States, a 


map of the world, and-a universal atlas, as required by said 
committee. 


Mr. COBB, of Alabama, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, to which the memorial of Wilham 
Hatchett and one hundred and sixty other citizens 
of Alabama on the subject had been referred, re- 
ported a bill to grant the right of way to the Cen- 
tral Plank Road Company of Alabama; which 
was read a first and second time by its title, re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and, with the report accompanying, 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. C. also, from the same committee, made an 
adverse report on the. memorial of the Legisla- 
tive Assembly of Minnesota relative to the thirty- 
sixth sections of school Jands; which was ordered 
to lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. C. also, from the same committee, to which 
numerous memorials upon the subject had been 
referred, reported a bill for an act providing for the 
soldiers of the war of 1812, 1813, 1814, and 1815; 
the Indian wars of 1811; the Florida. Seminole 
war; and the war known as General Wayne’s 
war, of 1792 to 1795, bounty land to. those who 
have not been heretofore provided for; which bill 
was read a first and second time by its ude, when 

Mr. C. moved that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union and 
made the special order of the day for the first 
Monday in June. 

Mr. VINTON expressed the hope that there 
would be no special order. He objected to that 
part of the motion. 

, The bill was then referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 


On motion by Mr. COBB, of Alabama, the 
Committee on Public Lands was discharged from 
the further consideration of the bill granting 
bounty in land to the officers and soldiers who 
served their country in the last war with Great 
Britain; and the bill to provide bounty land for 
all American soldiers not heretofore provided for; 
and they were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. C. said the bill above provided for the 
cases embraced in these bills. 


Mr. ALBERTSON, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported back, without amendment, 
and favorable to its passage, the bill for the ben- 
efit of John Ozias; which bill was referred to a 
Committee of the Whole House, and made the 
order of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. HOAGLAND, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported a bill for the relief of Jas- 
per A. Maltby; which was read twice by its title, 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House, 
and, with the report accompanying, ordered to be 

rinted. 

Mr. ASHE, from the Committee on Elections, 
made a report, accompanied by the following ves- 


olution, yiz: 

Resolved, ‘That the Clerk of the House pay to Charles J. 
Ingersoll, of Pennsylvania, out of the contingent fund, 
the same per diem pay and mileage that is alowed Lo inem- 
bers, computing the same from the commencement of the 
26th Congress to the 15th of January, inclusive, of 1840. 
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© Mr: Av moved that the resolution be:referred to 
.the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 

Unions: 7 i 
Mr. JONES. -I propose immediate action on 

that resolution, by moving that it be-laid upon the 
table. =: f Be 

After a brief conversation between Mr, CASEY 
andthe SPEAKER— f ; 

Mr. KAUFMAN said that if the matter was to 
be laid upon-the table he should insist on the read- 
ing'of the report.. He thought the report should 
be printed, so that gentlemen might have an oppor- 
tunity of seeing it. : ee 

Mr. CASEY asked Mr. Jowes to’ withdraw his 
mation. 

Mr. JONES: said it was not necessary to the 
reading of the report that his motion should be 
withdrawn. : : 

The SPEAKER; (to Mr. Kaurman.) Does the 
gentleman from Texas call for the reading of the 
repprt? 

Mr. KAUFMAN. Not until the question is 
takén on the motion to lay the resolution on the 
table. P 

Mr, JONES asked the yeas and nays on his 
motion, which were refused. 

The question was then taken. The motion to 
lay the resolution on the table was rejected— 

And the resolution was referred to a Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and or- 
deréd to be printed, 

Mr. POTTER, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported a bill to establish 

ost roads in California, Oregon, Minnesota, and 
New Mexico; which was read twice by its title, 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FEATHERSTON, from the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads, reported a bill for 
the relief of D. R. McNair; which was read twice 
by its title, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and with the report accompanying ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, from the same 
committee, reported a joint resolution providing 
for an adjustment of the accounts of John B. Col- 
mesnil, President of the Ohio and Mississippi Mail 
Line Company; which was read twice by its title, 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
and, with the report accompanying, ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. S. also, from the same committee, reported 
a joint resolution inrelation to the mail matter in- 
tended for members of the two Houses of Con- 
gress; which was read by its title; when 

Mr. 8. asked that the resolution might be put 
upon its passage. 

The resolution was then read as follows: 


Resolved, Se., That the Postmaster General be, and he is 
hereby directed to cause all mail matter intended for the 
members and officers of the two Houses of Congress, to be 


made up in parcels, separate and apartfrom the mail mat- | 


ter intended for the City Post Office, and delivered directly 


at the Capitol, orto the Postmaster of the two Houses, so as | 
to avoid the delay in the reception of the mail by the mem- į 


bers, which exists under the present arrangement. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, said that the great 
embarrassment which attended the mails of the 
House, was in the mails which went from Wash- 
ington. Letters and papers were laid over several 
days, in his own case he could say four and five 
days. He repeated, that the mails coming to the 
House should be made up in separate packages. 
He moved an amendment; which was read, as 
follows: . 

“And, also, that the Postinasters of the two Houses be 
directed to make up and dispatch from their respective 


offices, all the matter which may be deposited therein by 
the meinbers and officers of either House.” 


Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. If in order for 
him to do so, he would accept the amendment. 
The resolution had received the unanimous appro- 
bation of the committee. The amendment did 
not. It met his own views, however. He thought 
it just and proper that the whole matter should be 
under the Postmaster of the House. 

The SPEAKER said, that as the resolution was 
a report from a committee, it was not in the power 
of the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Stanton] 
to accept a modification. 

Mr. JONES, stating his understanding of the 
effect of the measure, said he could see no sort of 
necessity for its adoption. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, said the gentle- 
man from Tennessee did not seem to understand 
the post office system. If he did, he would see that 


„see how the gentleman could misunderstand it. 


there would be no more difficulty in the proposi- 
tion now made than there was in establishing a | 
single new post office in an obscure village. The 
letters directed to members of Congress would not 
have to be sent in separate parcels from all the 
post offices, but- would be put into the general 
mails, and when they came to the distributing 
offices—say at Richmond or Baltimore, they would 
be put into separate bags and sent-directly to the 
Capitol—instead of first going to the city post 
office—which would be just as easy a matter as to 
send the mail for Georgetown to the office there. 
The process was simple and plain, and he did not 


Mr. JONES said he thought he understood it. 
Bot he took it that, according to the gentleman’s 
own statement, the proposition was tantamount to | 
establishing two additional post offices for the 
members of Congress. 

Mr. STANTON, I said one. 

Mr. JONES said that the gentleman must fix an 
office, then, in the Rotundo, between the Senate 
and House of Representatives, where the mem- 
bers of the two Houses could get their letters; for 
this House would not be willing that the Senate 
should receive their mails first, and distribute 
them, and send over to them that part which 
belonged to the House, nor would the Senate be 
willing to wait for the same process to be gone | 
through in the House before receiving their mails. 

But supposing, as the gentleman from Kentucky 
had said, that the result would be, the creation of 
only one new post office, how were they to get their 
mails separated at the depôt here, and brought 
up to the Capitol, unless there should be a sepa- 
rate mail bag made up for the Capitol, unless 
a Congressional mail bag were made up at the 
different distributing post offices, or one which | 
should only be opened at the distributing post | 
offices, and the Congressional mails put into it, | 
and directed to the Capitol, for the members of | 
Congress? He entered further into details; to | 
illustrate the perplexities and the expenses which 


the proposition would involve, and said it was but || 


an illustration of the practice under the Government, | 
from the President down to the lowest officer. | 
They came into office; they were not willing to 
go on in the good old-fashioned, plain, practical 
way of transacting business; but every officer must | 
have some new plan, must originate some system 
that would mark the era when he filled that par- 
ticular office. This was, perhaps, the project of 
the Postmaster of this House to have the mails 
all over the country, made up in separate bags 
for the members of Congress, and sent to the 
Capitol under a new system, that shall be estab- | 
lished, perhaps, by Mr. Johnson, the Postmaster | 


of the House, electioneering the members of Con- || 
gress, to get them to adopt it, because members of || 


Congress cannot wait after the mails arrive in the 
city, to have them sent up to the Capitol. He | 
thought it would be full as well for the members Í 
to go to the city post office and get their mails 

themselves. At any rate, if there was to be any 
alteration of this character, let there be but one 
post office established for the members of both 
Houses, and one postmaster and one set of mes- | 
sengers,and of horses and carts employed, instead | 
of two separate establishments, as there now was ! 
—involving double service, and double expense, | 
and all for no purpose which he could see, unless it i 
were to augment the contingent expenses of the i 
two Houses as much as possible. One postmaster, | 
and one set of messengers, and one set of horses 
and carts, could do ail the business, as well as 
three or four. He hoped if the House could make | 
no improvement in the matter, that they would let | 
it go on in the old way. i 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, said if he was 
not perfectly satisfied that this proposition was | 


right and proper, and would greatly subserve the i 


interests of the members of this House, and of | 
their constituents, he would be the last 

propose it. He regarded this matter as 
great importance, 
pitiful expense o 
not interfere with 
here—his constituents had not sent him here to 
quibble and pitiful sum of money, 
when their interests and the interests of the public į 


H 
He proceeded to refer to || 


the facts, that the mail reached this city at seven | 
o’clock, p. m.—that instead of receiving it in 


about half an hour afterward, as ‘they ought to, i 


+. . 
it did not reach the members of Congress, under 


the present system of distribution, unul about nine 
o’clock, when it was too Jate (the mail of the next 
morning closing at nine o'clock of the preceding 
evening) to admit of their answering the letters of 
their constituents by the next morning’s mail, but 
their answers were obliged to lie over in this city 
two days, waiting for the next mail (westward. ) 
It was to obviate this great inconvenience and injury 
to members of Congress and their constituents, 
that the proposition had been brought forward. 
No inconvenince whatever could result from it. 
And he thought when the gentleman from Tennes- 
see became a little betier advised of the operations 
of the post office system, he would be convinced 
that the proposition would result in disadvantage 
to nobody. The whole plan was, that the distrib- 
uting postmasters at Baltimore, Richmond, &c., 
should place all the mails for members of Congress 
in separate mail ‘bags, which, when they arrived 
| at the depôt-in this city, should be takén by the 
| messengers-of Congress directly to the Capitol, 
and thence be immediately distributed. He was 
satisfied that no inconvenience, or increase of ex- 
penditure, would be occasioned by the change pro- 
posed. The postmaster of the House, or of the 
Senate—as the case might be, to whichever house 
the Congressional mail was first sent—would im- 
mediately send over to the postmaster of the other 
House the mail belonging to that House, whence 
it would be immediately distributed. He agreed 
with the gentleman from Tennessee, that too many 
persons were employed, and he would have no 
| objection whatever to abolishing the post office, 
with its messengers, &c., of one House, leaving 
but one post office for both Houses. Whatever 
course might be taken in regard to this matter, he 
hoped the proposition he had reported would be 
adopted. 

Pending the question, 
| Mr. KAUFMAN moved that the House ad- 
| journ, but withdrew the motion at the request of 

Mr. BURT, who appealed to the House—hav- 
ing been absent on account of indisposition, when 
the committees were last called previous to to-day, 
and having to-day been absent from the House, in 
attendance upon the special committee, (engaged’ 
in the investigation relative to the Galphin claim, 
—to allow him to make several reports, which ha 
been lying in his hands for sometime, from the 
j Committee on Military Affairs. 

No objection being made, 

Mr. BURT, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported back, without amendment, Sen- 


| ate bill to increase the commissariat of the United 


States army; which was committed to the Com- 
| mittee cf the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. B., the same committee was 
| discharged from the further consideration of the 
following cases; and they were ordered to lie on 
the table, viz: 

The petition of sundry citizens of the frontier 
| counties of the Des Moines river, in the State of 

Towa, praying the establishment of a military post 
; at Lizzard Fork, on said river, for the protection 

of said frontier against the incursions of the In- 
dians. 

The petition of Joseph Hollahan, Gen. George 
Cadwallader, and four hundred and ninety citizens 
and seamen of Pennsylvania, asking that the same 
rewards may be granted to seamen serving in the 
| Gulf and Pacific, in the war with Mexico, as was 


|i granted by Congress to persons serving in the 


army and marine corps in Mexico. 

| The petition of Francis Schuman, praying for 
| a pension and bounty land, on account of service 
| 


and disease contracted by hardships and exposure 
in the late war with Mexico; 

The petition of James H. Rogers, of Texas, 
praying compensation for military service in 1836, 


| in the Florida war; 


The 


. The petition of Richard Pool for services as a 
olunteer in the war of 1812. 

Mr. B. also, from the same Committee, made 
an adverse report on the petition of John Shaefer, 
of the city of Dayton, Ohio, praying for arrears 
of pay and bounty land as a soldier inthe war 
of 1812; which was ordered to lie on the table and 
be printed. 
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Mr. B. also, from thesame committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of Yosiah P. Pilcher; which}was 
read twice by its title, referret to a Committee of 
the Whole House, and, with the report accompa- 
nying, ordered to be printed. 

Also, reported a bill to provide for the payment 
of volunteers called into the service of the United 
Sta'es in Texas and New Mexico, in the year 
1849; which was read twice by its title, referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, and, with the report accompanying, or- 
dered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. B., the same committee was 
discharged from the furthér consideration of the 
following petitions; and they were referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, viz: A petition 
of citizens of Pennsylvania, praying for an amend- 
ment of the law in relation to evidence of claims 
of invalid soldiers, and that the soldiers of 1312 


be allowed bounty land; and the memorial of the | 
General Assembly of Alabama in behalf of John | 


Scott for a pension. 
On motion by Mr. B., the same committee was 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
etition of J. Sanders and twenty other citizens of 
ennsylvania, asking that the soldiers of the late 
war with Great Britain be placed on the. same 
footing with regard to the appropriations, with the 
‘soldiers of the late Mexican war; and it was re- 
ferred to-the Committee on Public Lands. 

The question recurring on the adoption ot the 
resolution reported by Mr. Sranron, of Kentucky, 
from the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads, t 

Mr. JONES said he would move first to refer i 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of tne 
Union; and, second, to lay it on the table. 


The question first in order, was upon the mo- i! 


tion to lay on the table; pending which, 
On motion, the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &e. 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the appro- 
priate committees: ; 


By Mr. HOWE: The petition of Wiiliam C. Douglassand ' 
75 others, citizens of Venango county, Pennsylvania, pray- | 


ing Cungress to provide by taw that whenever a person shall 
be arrested as a fugitive clave in any State other than that 
in which he is alleged to be held to service, he shall not be 
delivered to the cluimant or his agent, except on the finding 
ofa jury that he is the slave of the cluimant. 

Also, the petition of Horace P. Ctough and 78 others, citi- 
zens of Venango county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress 
hereafter to admit no State into the Union, unless the con- 
stitution of such State shall expressly prohibit the existence 
of slavery within jts limits, 

Also, the petition of Anthony Johnson and 64 others, citi- 
zens Of the saine place, praying Congress to repeal all laws 
by which slavery or the slave trade is authorized and sanc- 
tioned in the city of Washington, or the District of Colum- 
bia, and that in the event of their non-repeal, the seat of the 
National Government may be removed to sonie suitable 
location. 

Also, the petition of Amos Brown and 70 others, citizens 


of the same place, praiing Congress to expressly prohibit by | 


Jaw slavery and the slave trade in all the territories of the 
United States. 

By Mr. SAWTELLE: The petition of J. W. Hanson 
and 47 others, citizens and electors of Norridgewock, in the 
county of Somerset, and State of Maine, praying for the 

“repeal of all Jaws and parts of laws adopted or enacted by 
Congress, by which slavery or the slave trade is authorized 
in the city of Washington, or the District of Columbia, and 
that, in the event of their uon-repeal, the seat of the National 
Government may be removed to some more suitabie loca- 
tion, after all proper measures have been adopied, 


Also, the petition of C. R. Vaughan and 59 others, citizens | 


of the same place, p:aying that no State be hereafter admit- 
ted into the Union, unless the constitution of such State 
shall expressly prohibit the exisieuce of slavery within its 
limits. : 

Also, the petition of John $. Abhot and 58 others, citizens 
of the same place, praying that a fugitive slave in any State 
other than that in which he is alleged to be held to service, 


shall not be delivered upto the claimant or his agent, ex- | 


cept on the finding of a jary that he is the slave of the 
claimant. ra 

Also, the petition of Asa Clark and 60 others, citizens of 
the same place, praying thatslavery and the slave trade may 
be expressly prohibited by act or Congress, in all the terri- 
tories of the United States, 

Ry Mr. PUTNAM: The petition of Owen Griffith and 
134 other citizens of BataviayNew York, representing that 
the system of land traffic is wrong in principle, and praying 
that the public lands may be Jaid out in farms and lots for 
the use of citizens not possessed of lands. 

Also, the petition of Daniel E. Evans and others, of Ba- 
tavia, New York, praying that the plank read from Buffalo 
to Batavia may be established as a post-route. 

By Mr. GOODENOW: ‘The petition of Hiram B. Chand- 
Jer and 108 other citizens of Sumner, Hartford, and Canton, 
in the county of Oxford, and State of Maine, asking for the 
establishing of a mail-route from Backfield by E wt Sumner, 
Hartford, and Canton wills to Canton. Also, from Buck- | 
field, by Sumner, to West Sumner. : $ 

Mr. BUEL presented the joint resolution of the State of 


| praying Congress to prohibit slavery and the slave trade in 


i it è a > 
others, citizens of the town of Waterford, in the State of 


! the Journal had been read, and called the attention 
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Michigan, in relation to land selected by said State for saline 
purposes. 

Atso, the joint resolution of said State in relation to the 
free navigation of the St. Lawrence. 

By Mr. JULIAN: The petition of 79 citizens of Henry 
couaty, Indiana, praying Congress hereafter to admit no 
State into the Union uniess its constitution expressly pro- 
hibit slavery within its limits. 

Also, the petition of 70 citizens of the same county and State 
praying the repeal of all laws by which slaveryor the slave 
trade is sanctioned in the District of Columbia, or in the 
event of the failure of such repeal, that the seat of the Na- 
tional Government may be removed. 

Also, the petition of 79 citizens of the same county, praying 
Congress to provide a trial by jury in behalf of persons 
claimed as fugitive slaves. 

Also, the petition of 80 citizens of the same county, 


all the territories of the United States. 

Aiso, the petition of 10 citizens of Wayne county, Indiana, | 
soldiers in the Indian wars and the last war with Great | 
Britain, praying Congress for a grant of bounty lands for their 
services, k 

Mr. BINGHAM presented the joint resolutions of the | 
Legislature of Michigan relative to a grant of land to the 
otñvers who served in the war with Mexico. 

Also, joint resolutions rejative toa donation of Jand by 
the General Government, for the establishment of an agri- 
cultura} school, and for other purposes. 

By Mr. WALDO: The petition of John -Ralt and 70 


Maine, for the reduction of the present rates of postage. 

Also, the petition of Isaia) Warren and 60 others, citi- 
zens of the town of Fryburg,in the State ot Maine, for a 
law to secure to alleged fugitive slaves the right of trial by 
jury, and for the repeal of ali Jaws for the support of slavery 
in tbe District of Columbia, and against the admission of 
more slave States into the Union, and also for the prohibi- 
tion of slavery in the territories. g 

Also, the petition of Amos Gage and 66 others, citizens 
of Waterford, in the State of Maine, for the same objects. 

By Mr. HOAGLAND: The petition of Henry Ream and 
75 others, citizens of Shanesville, Ohio, for a modification 
of the laws regulating postage. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of citizens of Le 
Roy, McLean county, Iinois, for two cent postage. 

By Mr. CALVIN: The petition of Jobn Adams, of Penn- 
syivania, a revojutionary soldier, praying Congress to grant 
him a pension. 

By Mr. ROBBINS: A memorial of the merchants and 
other citizens of Pennsylvania, signed by A. Cummings, 
Samuel Carpenter, and twenty-three otbers, asking for the 
construction of a harbor on the eastern side of Reedy 
Island, in the Delaware river. 

By Mr. DURKEE: The petition of G. W. Meidelf and &9 
other citizens of the city of Racine, in the State of Wiscon- | 
sin, against the admission of any more slave States into | 
the Union. 

Also, a petition from the same, for the repeal of all laws 
enacted or adopted by Congress for the support of slavery in j 
the District of Columbia, 

Also, a petition from the same, in favor of securing to 
alleged fugitives the right of tial by jury. 

Also, a petition from the same, for the establishment and | 
protection of freedom in territories. 

Also, the petition of John F. Potter and 112 others, citi- 
zens of Burlington, in the State of Wisconsin, for the re- 
peal of all laws enacted or adopted by Congress for the sup- 
port of slavery in the District of Columbia. : 

Also, a petition from the same, against the admission of 
any more slave States into the Union. : 

\Also, a petition from the same, for the establishment and 
protection of freedom in the territories, g 

Atso, a petition from the same, in favor of. securing to 
alleged fugitives the right of trial by jury. 7 

Atso, a petition of Elisha Raymond and ni other citizens 
of Raymond, in the State of Wisconsin, for the establish- 
ment and protection of freedom in the territories, 

Also, a petition from the same, for the repeal of all Jaws 
enacted or adopted by Congress for the support of slavery 
in the District of Columbia. 

Also, a petition from the same, in favor of securing to 
alleged fugitives the right of trial by jury. : 

Also, a petition from the same, against the admission of 
any more slave States into the Union. , 

Also, the petition, of citizens of Putnam county, in the | 
State of Illinois, against the admission of any more slave 
States into the Union. 

Also, a petition from the same, for the establishment and 
protection of freedom in the territories. 

Also, a petiuon from the same, for the repeal of all laws 
enacted or adopted by Congress for the support of slavery 
in the District of Columbia. 

Also, a petition front the same, in favor of securing to 
alleged fugitives, the right of trial by jury. 

By Mr. BROWN, of Indiana: ‘rhe petition of Jesse | 
Newby and 161 other citizens of Hamilton county, Indiana, 
praying the abolition of slavery and the slave trade in the 
territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of William Pickett and 161 others, citi 
zens ot Hamilton county, Indiana, praying the abolition of 
slavery and the slave trade in the District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of Samuel Rich and 160 other citizens 
of Hamilton county, Indiana, praying that fugitive slaves 
may be allowed the right of trial by jury. 

Also, the petition of Jesse Newby and 160 other citizens 
of Indiana, against the admission of any more slave States. 
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IN SENATE. 
Trorspay, April 11, 1850. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, rose as soon as 


of the Senate to the fact, that in the deficiency 
bill an améndment had been made to extend the 
time allowed to marshals to make their returns to 


but. that other parts of the bill, which .required 
alterations to make them conform to that, provision, 
remained as originally prepared. He asked the 
unanimous consent of the Senate to make such 
amendments in this respect.as were obviously ne- 


cessary. Leave was granted. : 
MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


- Mr. HAMLIN presented a petition of citizens 
of Waldo, in the State of Maine, asking a reduction 
of the rates of postage to two cents on all letters 
prepaid that do not exceed half an ounce in weight; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. BRIGHT presented the memorial of George 
Ketcham anf eighty-four other citizens of Indiana, 
who were officers and soldiers in the last war with 
| Great Britain, asking bounty land for their serv- 
; ices. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, presented a memo- 
rial of Brevet Col. J. F. K. Mansfield, of the United 
States Engineers, for the settlement of his public 
accounts as disbursing agent of the Government, 
while superintending the construction of certain 
public works; which was referred to the Commit-. 
tee on Military Affairs. ? 

Also, a petition of citizens of the State of Mis- 
sissippi, remonstrating against the further exten- 
sion of Woodworth’s patent for a planing ma- 
chine; which was referred to the Committee. on 
Patents and the Patent Office. 

Mr. PEARCE submitted additional documents 
relating to the claim of James Wilson, surviving 
partner of William Wilson and Sons. He said that 
the committee to which the memorial in this case 
was referred had made an adverse report thereon; 
he therefore moved the recommittal of that memo- 
rial, and that these additional papers be referred to 
| the same committee. The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BELL. I present the memorial of Joseph 
Byrd, which sets forth that, in acting asa private sol- 
dier in Florida against the Creek Indians, in the war 
of 1814, during the war with Great Britain, while ` 
outas a scout, belonging toa company of spies, he 
came upon a prize which was in possession of à 
British schooner—a quantity of merchandise. ‘The . 
| crew of the schooner, supposing him to be at- 
tended by a larger company, weighed anchor and 
lefta portion of the goods onthe shore. They 
were chiefly goods designed for Indian consump- 
| tion, and were taken into camp, and finally dis- 
tributed among the troops stationed there at that 
time. The petitioner prays that he may be al~ 
| lowed a compensation. I do not know the value 
of the goods thus taken. Ido not know the amount 
he claims. I think this should go to the Com= 
mittee on Military Affairs, and 1’ move that it be 
referred to that committee, 

The reference was agreed to. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I present a memorial of the 
citizens of the United States residing in the valley 
of the northwestern lukes, asking the adoption of 
measures for acquiring the right to the free navi- 
gation of the St. Lawrence. The memorial seta 
out with a very-well written representation that the 
business and commerce upon the northern lakes 
has increased to such an extent that the present 
outlets to the ocean are incapable of furnishing the 
requisite means of transportation—that the New 
York canals are now so crowded beyond their ca- 
pacity, that the effect is not only to delay but to 
create great uncertainty whether contracts for de- 
livery can be complied with. They represent this 
as a growing evil, and as a serious tax upon the 
whole northwestern portion of our country, and 


f 


j increasing to such an extent that some other mode 
| of transportation must be provided. 


They set 
forth the fact that $8,000,000 have been vested in 
vessels upon these lakes, and that of this ¢8,000,- 
000, at least $2,000,000 are vested in vessels well 


| adapted to the navigation of the ocean; and that 
i they lie idle five months in the year in conse- 


quence of the ice. If they could secure the free 
navigation of the St. Lawrence, they conld be 
used throughout the year, either on the lakes or 
on the ocean. They set out with a great variety 
of facts; and they conclude with the prayer, that 
Congress will take such steps as will secure this 
free navigation. I ask that the memorial be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce—that being 
the committee to which the bill, which | had the 


| honor to present a few days ago, was referred; 


and J ask the early attention of the Committee on 


the Executive Department to the Ist of November, 


Commerce to that bill. 1 was in hopes it could 


-forthe fall trade, and énable us to get off the vast 


” protest to the Government, and had it submitted | 


. . . $ 
. be printed, and that an extra number of copies | 
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be ‘passed in’ timé for the Havigation and commerce | 
of the present year. It may still be done ‘in time 


surplus we have there to a foreign market. — 

The memorial was referred to the Committeé on 
Gommerce. . : : 

Mr. DOWNS.: I present the memorialof A. P. 
Brittingham, asking compensation for a vessel 
and cargo seized and condemned by the Mexican 
authorities in the year 1835. | ; 

The circumstances of this case are rather pecu- 
liar, and E wish to call the attention of the Senate 
to them fora moment. These depredations were 
committed. prior to the year 1835, and: before the 
first treaty with Mexico for indeminity-was made 
in 1839. But as that treaty was considered by 
this claimant. highly ‘unsatisfactory, and much 
against his interest, and as there was a condition 
in it that those who claimed under it waived all 
further claim, whether their demands were allowed | 
or rejected, he protested against it. Ele sent his 


to the commissioners; but it turned out afier- 
ward, as he ascertained, that on a power of at- 
torney, which he had given to another person 
before the treaty of 1839 was made, to settle the | 
affuirs relating to this vessel and these losses, but 
with no view in reference to the treaty of indemnity, | 
and without any knowledge, and on a false repre- 
sentation that he was out of the United States, 
while in fact he was in the United States, they 
presented his claim to the commissioners, and they 
acted upon it. by making an award which was 
cut down by the commission to the sum of some 
five hundred dollars, ‘hisclaim has been recently 
submitted to. the board of commissioners, under 
the treaty of 1848 with Mexico. The commis- 
sioners say that, inasmuch as the claim was pie- 
sented to that board and acted upon, they. have a | 
difficulty whether they could go into the claim 
again under the present circumsiances. It is 
evident to my mind, that he being misrepresented, 
and the power of attorney being given with no | 
view to the powers exercised under it, and long 
before the treaty was made, the party was not 
bound by the award. He refused to receive it. 
Indeed, he did not even know that an award was 
made umil within a few weeks, on his coming 
to Washington. But still the board of commis- | 
sioners have a difficulty on the subject, and he 
now presents this memorial, and asks that Con- 


gress may in some form express an opinion 
whether it is not a case which the commissioners | 
ought to entertain and decide upon. 1 therefore | 
present the memorial, and ask that it may be re- | 
ferred to the Coramittee on Foreign Relations. 

The memorial was so referred. i 

Mr. SEWARD. 1 wish to call the attention 
of the Senator from Illinois, who has just now 
presented a petition for the free navigation of the | 
St. Lawrence, to a motion which Í desire to sub- 
mit-—which is, that the petition or memorial should 


may be printed, if the Senate should think proper. | 
The memorial, às I understand it, prays that Con- | 
gress may adopt measures to secure the free nav- 
igation of the river St. Lawrence; and one of the ! 
grounds on which the prayer is founded, is the | 
alleged insufficiency of the New York canals to 
transport the produce of the West to our own | 
great sea-port and commercial emporium. It is | 
of course, as the Senator from Illinois will see, i 

| 

| 

| 


and as all the Senators will see, a question of deep 
importance to the fiscal as well as to the commer- 
cial interests of the State of New York, and there- 
fore one that may require the attention of the gov- 
ernment of that State. I desire now simply to 
have the whole sulject in such a situation that it 


it will furnish adequate facilities for the transport- 
ation of all the produce of the West; and we*were 
not aware. that, even as it is, it failed to deliver all 
the produce from the vicinity of the lakes, destined 
to be delivered in the port of New York. We be- 
lieve that, when enlarged, the vast increase’ of Busi- 
ness from the West, as well as from our own 
State, will enable: us. to reduce the rate of- tolls 
upon the canal, and the expense of freight; so as 
to supersede the necessity of ‘procuring any other. 
channel for that trade, at a sacrifice of any great 
national interest. I ask, therefore, the Senator’s 


: consent tomy motion that the memorial may be 


printed, and that some extra copies may be also 
printed. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I say to the 
Senator from New York that there were some 
papers sent in from the department some time ago, 
touching some important subject of this character— 
something in relation to commerce. They were 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and or- 


dered to be printed, but we have never seen them. | 
I will relieve the whole sub- ! 


Mr. SEWARD, 
ject, then, by making a motion which will accom- 
plish my purpose. { will move that, instead’ of 
being printed, it be read. If it be ordered to be 
read, it will 1 understand go on the Journal and 
be published in thedaily reports of the proceedings. 

Several Sewarors. Oh, no—no. 

Mr. SEWARD. Then I will renew my motion 
that it be printed. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I did not make the motion 
to print, for the reason that I expect to present a 
memorial of a mach more extended character on 
some subjects relating to this matter, and perhaps 


drawn up with more care and ability. In many | 


respects, this memorial is well drawn, and I shall 
be glad to have it printed, and will vote for the 
motion of the Senator from New York with a great 
deal of pleasure. Iwill merely remark, that Lam 
sorry that the Senator from New York should have 
made an argument so early against giving us an 
outlet for our western produce. We do not expect 
to diminish the trade of New York. 
the trade of the Northwest will be more than five 
such canals can do, and therefore there should be 
no jealousy shown toward opening an additional 
channel. If it is not opened, the effect will be to 
drive a great part of the trade down the Ilinois river 
to some other outlet, if we cannot get it through 
the St. Lawrence. 1 shall vote for the motion 
to print. 


Mr. SEWARD. I barely desired to state the 


considerations why 1 wish this memorial to-be | 


printed. 

‘The VICE PRESIDENT. The question on 
printing goes to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. FUOTE presented a memorial of the Le- 
gislature of Mississippi, asking a grant of land to 
aid in the construction of the Moubile and Ohio 


Railroad; which was referred to the Committee on | 
| the Publie Lands, 


Mr. UPHAM presented the petition of John P. 
Skinner and the Jegal representatives of Isaac 


Greene, asking to be released from a judgment i| borne a part, sometimes, indeed, in difficult—I may 


against them as sureties for the late pension agent, 
‘Thomas Emerson, of Vermont; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, 

Also, of citizens of Vermont, remonstrating 


Woodworth’s planing machine; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Patents and the Patent 
Office. 


On motion by Mr. DAYTON, 


Ordered, ‘Chat the petition of Richard S. Coxe, on the files |i 


of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on the Post ; 
Office and Post Roads. 


RESOLUTIONS FROM MISSISSIPPI. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, presented resolu- 
tions from the Legislature of Mississippi; which 
were read by the Secretary, as follows: 

Whereas, it is represented to this Legislature that sundry 
officers and soldiers of the war of 1812 are now cllizens of ; 
this commonwealth ; and whereas, the State or Mississippi 
recognizes the validity of tbeir ute to the gratitude of put 
terity, and as one or the Confederacy to the success of 


the canals and that the whole of the Erie canal is if 
under a process of enlargement, the completion of i 

3 We believe that |} 
when ‘the canal shalt be enlarged, as is proposed, l 
on ascale of seventy feet wide and seven feet deep, | 


whose arns they contributed, chius her proportionate 
share of the national gtory acquired by the brilisant achieve- 
ments in waich they participated 5 and whereas, also, it is 
manifestly tujust that their valor and good conduct should ii 
be forgotien aud go unrewarded in we enthusiasm excited || 
by more recent but uot more meritorious services; there- | 
fore, e H 
Be it resolved by the Legislature of the State of Mississippi, | 
‘Phat our Senators in Congress be lustructed, and our Kep | 
resent:tives requested, to use their influence in obtaining, | 

| 


i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
during the present session of the Congress of the United | 


We expect | 


States, the passage of alaw extending the provisions of the 
act of 1848, granting iland or script to the volunteer soldiers 
of the fate war with Mexico, to the officers and soldiers of 
the war of 1812. 

And be it further resolved, That inasmuch as this is a snb- 
jeet in which a majority if not all of the states are con- 
cerned, the Governor of this Siate be, and he is hereby, re- 
quested to transinit a capy of tbis memorial and resolutions 
to the governors of alt the States in the Union, and through 
them to. the several legislatures, with the respectful recom 
mendation thit they take such action in the premises as to 
them may seein best. T 

And be it further resolved, That copies of this memorial 
and resolutions be sent to our Senators and Representatives 
in Congress, with the request that they introduce the same 
into their respective branches as svon as may be practica- 
ble, together with such bill or bills as they may deem ne- 
cessary lo Carry out the wishes of this Legislature. 

JOHN J. McRAG, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
JOHN I. GUION, 
President of the Senate, pro tem. 
Approved, March 9, 1850. 
JOHN A. QUITMAN. 
RESOLUTIONS FROM MICHIGAN. 

Mr. CASS. Mr. President, it has seldom fallen 
to my lot to perform a more acceptable duty than 
that which now devolves upon me. I present to 
the Senate the resolutions of the Legislature of 
Michigan, rescinding the instructions which re- 
quired the Senators from that State to vote for the 
application of the Wilmot proviso to the territories 
of the United States. This is a peace-offering 
upon the altar of ourcommon country. As such 
it was intended, and as such I trust it will be 
received. In this broad land, extending from 
ocean to ocean, there is no community, old or 
young, whose attachment to the Union is stronger 
or more enduring than that of the people of Michi- 
gan. They stop to count neither its cost nor its 
value—their political arithmetic contains no such 
problems. They see, and. feet, and know all it 
has done for their fathers and for themselves, and 
with the blessing of God they appreciate what 
it may do for their children. hat has it cost us? 
Neither our freedom, nor our religion, nor our intel- 
ligence, nor our happiness, nor one of the great 
elements which constitute the pride, and power, 
and prosperity of nations. “And its value is writ- 
ten upon every page of our progress, and ought to 
be inseribed in living characters upon the heart of 
every American, While there are some—few, 
indeed, | trust—who are trying to calculate the 
value of the Union, that Union is baffling all human 
calculations by doing a mightier work than history 
has recorded, or than it has ever entered into the 
heart of man to conceive. There are members of 
this body, and Iam among them, who were born 
while this great empire was yet claimed among the 

; : f 

colonial dependencies of England, Weare contem- 

poraries of its struggle for freedom; we are wit- 
| nesses of the acknowledgment of its independence, 
of the establishment of its confederated govern- 
| ment, of its progress from infancy to maturity, 
| from weakness to power, and of its wonderful ad- 
| Vancensent, intellectually and materially, in every- 
thing that constitutes the prosperity of nations in 
| their individual and in their aggregate capacities. 
| All this we have seen, and in much of it we have 


| Say in perilous, circumstances, but always with an 
abiding hope that these would be overruled in 
mercy, as they have been by the kindness of Proy- 


ils A 
| i I | idence, and that our march would sill be onward. 
against the further extension of the patent for || 


And onward ithas been, till the name of American is 
a name of honor th roughout the world, and the fiag 
of our country, wherever it is borne, waves proudly 
in the breeze, the ensign of a people neither suffer- 
Ing injury with impunity, nor inflicing it without 
necessity. In what other country, ancient or mod- 
| ern, has it been given to the same men to witness 
in youth the infant strageles of national freedom 
, against such fearful disparity, and in age to parti- 


i 

| 

ie : : : ` 

| cipate in the public councils under circumstances 
| as proud and glorious as those which surround us, 
| 


and which tell us what the Union has done and is 


Í 
H 
I 


doing, and, if left untouched, is destined yet to do. 
For calculations we have convictions; for experi- 
ments experience; and [am sure there is not one 
mong us, on whom time has set his mark, who 
does not regard this confederate Government, after 
the religion of God, as the best hope of his de- 
clining age, and the richest legacy he can leave to 
those to whom human nature clings with fond 
aifection on the very brink of the grave. 

I am proud, sir, of this testimonial of fidelity to 
the integrity of the Union, given by the Legisla- 
ture of Michigan, in the name of their constituents, 
the people of that State. The sentiment itself is 
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as powerfully felt as it is beautifully. expressed; - 


and the proceeding is a practical commentary 
upon the operation of our institutions worthy of 
all praise, showing, as it does, that as.we extend 
in space and increase in. numbers, we.still holdon, 
with unshaken affection, to the work of our fathers, 
the world’s best hope, and our own. © 

I move, sir, that the resolutions be. read, and 
then laid upon the table-and printed. 

The Secretary read the resolutions as follows: 


JOINT RESOLUTIONS relating to the Union. 

Whereas, the people of this State are opposed to the ex- 
tension of slavery, but helieve that a crisis in onr national 
affairs has arrived which demands an expression of their 
deep, devoted, and unalterabie attachment to we Union, 
and their fixed determination, in a spirit of mutual forbear- 
ance and moderation, to guard by alf means againstthe dan- 
gers at present, in-the opinion of many, threatening its in- 
tegrity; and whereas, they believe that our Senators in 
Congress ought to be left free to a s their judgment may 
dictate on all questions tbat may arise in any way affecting 
the stability and permanency of the Federal compact; there- 
fore— 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the State of Michigan, ‘That, in the opinion ofthis Legis- 
Litre, the people of this State most heartily approve of the 
noble and patriorie stand taken in the Senate of the United 
States by those distinguished statesmen who represent the 
vurions sections and different feelings of our common cour- 
try, aud have united their efforts to preserve the Union 
* one and indivisible.” 

And be it further resolved, That in the opinion of this 
Legislature it is the. duty of our Senators in Congress, and 
they are hereby requested, to retain their places in our na- 
tional councils, which they bave heretofore filled with such 
signal prudence and distinguished ability; aud. they are 
hereby left free to aid, in voice and vote, in any and every 
movement which theirjudzment may decide to he best ealeu- 


lated to promote the interests aud glory of the whole n-tion, | 


and the tranquillity, integrity, and permanency of the Union. 
Resolved, That the Governor be requested to transinit cer- 
tified copies of this preamble and these resolutions to the 
Vice President of the United States, and to each or our Sen- 
ators in Congress. R S. G. HARRIS, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
WM. M. FENTON, 
: President of the Senate, 
Approved, April 2, 1850, 
Jous 8. Barry. 
The resolutions were then laid upon the table, 


and ordered to be printed. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


. Mr. BORLAND, from the committee on Pen- 
sions, to which was referred the bill for the relief 
of Margaret E. Carnes, widow of Peter H. Carnes, 
submitted an adverse report on the same; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Also, from the same committee, to which were 
referred the several memorials in relation to the 
extension of revolutionary and other pensions, 
reported a bill to amend an act, passed on the 20th 
February, 1847, entited ‘An act making appro- 
priations for the payment of revolutionary and 
other pensions of the United States, for the year 


ending the 30th June, 1843;”" which was read and 


passed to a second reading. aa . 

Also, from the Committee on Printing, to which 
was referred the resolution of the Senate of the 
8th instant, submitted by Mr. Doveras, to print 
five thousand copies of the report of Captain 
Pope, of explorations of the Territory of Minne- 
sota, reported in favor of printing the same; 
which was concurred in. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred the memorial of 
masters and owners of vessels of the State of New 
York, requesting that a law may be passed re- 


quiring the Secretary of the Treasury to report j 


annually the amount collected at each custom- 
house, for the support ofthe marine hospitals, the 
number of such hospitals, and where located, 
asked to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the same, on the ground that what they 
asked was already stated in the report of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury; which was concurred in. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the petition of the mayor and aldermen 
of the city of Darien, Georgia, asking that pro- 
vision may be made for the relief of sick and dis- 
abled seamen, asked to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the same, on the ground 
thatestimates had already been made for the pur- 
pose; which was concurred in. : 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the resolution of the Senate of the 15th 


March last, directing the committee to Inquire into | 


the propriety of restoring to the revenue-cutter 
service the officers that were dismissed from the 
service by the Secretary of the Treasury the 3d 
January, 1849, asked to be discharged from the 


further consideration of the same; which was con-- 
curred-in. f 

Also, from the same’ committee, to which was 
referred the memorial of citizens of New Jersey, 
asking the establishment of a new collection. dis- 
trict at Jones river, reported a bill to change. the 
limits of the collection district of Little-Egg Har- 
bor, in the State of New Jersey, and for other 
purposes; which was read and passed to a second 
reading. 

Also, from the same committee, to which were 
referred the following Fouse bills: An act for the 
relief of Williams, Staples, and Wililams, and an 
act for the relief of Smith and Hersey, reported 
back the same without amendment, and recom- 
mended their passage. 

Mr. HALE, from the Committee on Pensions, 


to which was referred House bill for the relief of | 


Camfield Averill, reported back the same without 


| amendment, and recommended its passage. 


Mr. HALE. The Committee on Pensions have 
instructed me to report House bill No. 132, with 
the recommendation that it be passed. Hisa bill 
for the continuance of a pension to Mary McRae. 
I wish to gain the attention of the Senate to a state- 
ment of the facts in the case. This Mrs. McRae 
is a widow—very old—and her pension is about to 
expire. This bill is simply a renewal of it; it has 
been submitted to the Commissioner of Pensions, 
and he desires that it may pass. This is her sole 
dependence, and the committee have instructed me 
to ask that it be passed now. 

The bill was accordingly read, and having been 
considered as in Committee of the Whole, and no 
amendment having been made, it was reported to 
the Senate, read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. MILLER, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which was referred the memorial of 
Thomas Marston Taylor, asking allowance for 
Treasury notes deposited in the Pheuix bank of 
Charlestown, Massachusetts, and lost by the fail- 
ure of the bank, submitted a report, which was 
ordered to be printed, accompanied by a bill for 
the relief of Thomas M. Taylor and Francis B. 
Stockton, which was read and passed to a second 
reading. 

Also, from the same committee, to which were 
referred the papers and documents in the case of 
T. P. McBlatr, reported a bill for the relief of Pur- 
ser T. P. MeBlair; which was read and passed to 
a third reading. 

BILL ON LEAVE. 


Mr. MASON, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to bringin a bill giving the assent 
of the United States to an act of the General As- 


sembly of Virginia, passed at the December ses- | 


sion, 1844, chapter 287; which was read a first and 


second time by its title, and referred to the Com- 


mittee on the District of Columbia. 
PORT OF ENTRY AT MILWAUKEE. 


Mr. WALKER. I rise for the purpose of mak- 
ing an inquiry of the Commiuee on Commerce. 


| L wish to inquire of the chairman of that commit- 


tee what has become of a bill to establish a port of 
entry at Milwaukee, in the State of Wisconsin ? 
Mr. HAMLIN. in relation to all changes of 
collection districts, the system over the whole 
country being somewhat intricate, yet well under- 


‘stood by the department, the Committee on Com- 


merce have deemed it their duty to confer with the 
department ia all these matters, in order that there 


| may be no derangement of the general system. 


This matter was referred to the genileman’s col- 
league, and he is now in correspondence with the 
department, and they, in connection with him, are 
taking proper steps to accomplish precisely what 
the gentleman asks for. 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin. The bill which 
has been reported, together with the letter of the 
Secretar, of the Treasury, which L have received, 
is now on file. 

Mr. WALKER. I will now state my object in 
making the inquiry. Shortly after the busincss 
of this session commenced here, I introduced a 
bill for the establishment of a port of entry at 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. As it appears from my 
file of bills, the bil No. 134 has been reported from 


the Committee on Commerce, to which it was re- |! 


ferred by my colleague, who bas just taken his 
seat. I wish to state here, ihat Í am as weil satis- 
fied as any man can be that my colleague intended 
to do me no injustice, and I therefore disavow any 
imputation of an intention on his part io do me in- 


justice, but there has gone into the public press of- 
Wisconsin a statement that. my ‘colleague intro- 
duced this bill. I received a letter yesterday which 
shows somewhat how these things.are looked at, 
and while I care Jittle about its effects on myself, 
I wish to state the fact... My friend writes that it 
is considered somewhat singular, that as I ama 
resident of Milwaukee,-and acquainted with ‘the 
wants of the people, my colleague, who lives ina- 
i distant portion. of the State, should have. taken 
upon himself the matter of introducing this bill, 
This has all arisen from the fact that the report ' 
was not inthe usual form. The Committee on 
; Commerce have instructed my colleague to report 
back the bill, either with or without amendment. 
Had this been explained, this feeling with regard 
to the matter would not have arisen. | repeat, I 
{ care nothing about it with relation to myself; 
but 1 wish to state that, while my conduct is thus 
regarded at home, itis unjustto me. I intend not 
to disregard this thing any longer. I wish to 
let the people of Wisconsin understand that there 
isa combined system to trample me under foot, 
and the people shall know it, if my voice can be 
heard through the press of the city of Washing- 
ton, T believe that my colleague has had no inten« 
tion do me any injury, and 1 impute to him no 
motive of that kind. f 

Mr. DODGE. The bil which has been re- 
ported by me, was the bill which was received 
from the Treasury Department. I had no idea 
whatever that] was doing any injustice to my 
colleague. The simple facts are, that this bill was 
intrusted to my charge by the committee of which 
lama member. It differs in some respects from 
the bill presented by my colleague, it is true, es- 
pecially as relates to collectors and their salaries, 
butitis not different in its general character. I 
repeat that I had no intention, whatever of doing 
him any injustice. My object was to do an act of 
jastice to my constituents; and 1 hope, and in- 
deed | have no doubt of it, that when the proper 
time comes my colleague will vote for this bill. I 
have made this explanation with the view of in- 
forming him that the bill of which he speaky was 
not the bill which the Secretary of the Treasury 
sent to me, and with the further view that my con- 
stituents may understand the part which 1 have 
‘taken. 7 

Mr. WALKER, [attribute no improper mo~ 
tive whatever to my colleague, and | hope he so 
| understands me. 

Mr. DODGE. Certainly; I so understand you. 

Mr. WALKER. [| wish now to know what 
has become of my bill? Jf.a substitute was re- 
ported for it, what has become of the original bill? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. 1 wish to say 
a single word on this matter. I do not recollect 
the fact that the honorable Senator from Wiscon- 
| sin brought in a bill. I remember this much, how- 
| ever, which may perhaps serve toexplain the mat- 
| ter. F believe, without the committee having any 
| knowledge of whom the bill came from, that there 
was a bill before them; and | think that in the 
committee | madea motion myself that the sub- 
ject should be sent to the department. It was for 
that reason, and notoutof disrespect to anybody, 
that the bill from the department was reported, 
| In the Department of the Treasury there are of- 
|| ficers to whom the affairs of the customs are com- 
|| mitted. [tis their business to undersiand all the 
i; Matters relating to these subjects; itis their busi- 
ness to comprehend the geographical lines; and 
i they can beuer assign limits tu a new district than 
[i we can, because they are in possession of beter 
; means. I think, therefore, that I proposed that 
|| this subject should be sent to the department, and 
ji that they should send a bill to us, or such infor- 
l! mation as they might think proper. They senta 
i| bill with their views on the subject, conforming, 
i| I believe, substantially to the purpose which the 
il mover of this bill had in view, but putting itin a 
‘| form which they thought better suited to the pub- 
ii lic exigencies. So fur as i am concerned, lam sure 
ii that nothing like disrespect was intended to the 
1 Senator from Wisconsin. This is the usual course, 
if and the proper course, in which business should 
| be done. 
i Mr. WALKER. I am aware thatis the proper 
They should have consulied the departe 
But 
when a bill is sent to a committee, it is its duty to 
keep track of the original bill, and the Commis- 
sioner of Customs has no right to smuggle in a 


i 


i course. 
| ~ aa 
|i ment and the Commissioner of Customs. 
1 
i 
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new. bill; - I hope. the committee. will call for the: 
bill, and Jét_ me have the advantage of seeing it, 
that Imay know. whether this is my bill or a sub- 
stitute.. All I complain ofis, that bills have been 
sent tothe department, and have been suppressed, 
and: other bills come. back here, and members hav- 
ing. discharged their. duty at an early -period in 
the session cannot have the fact known. 
;Here the conversation dropped. 


MR. BELL’S: RESOLUTIONS, 


‘Mr. FOOTE. I wòuld ask if the hour has not 
arrived for the consideration of the special order? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The hour has ar- 
rived. ; : Akos 
Mr. FOOTE. I-suppose that the special order 
was:my motion of the other day; if it be not, I am 
certainly anxious to have the motion taken up and 
acted upon. 

The VICE PRESIDENT... The Chair is in- 
formed that the first business in order will be the 
resolutions submitted by the Senator from Ken- 
tucky. fit be not moved, the next business in 
order will be the California message. If that be 
not moved, the next business in order will be the 
resolutions of the Senator from Tennessee, and 
the motion of the Senator from Mississippi. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. In regard to the California 
message, unless there is some Senator who is de- 
airous to speak upon it, it may as well be laid on 
the table. The same question comes up on the 
bill reported for the admission of the State. 

Mr.UPHAM. -I believe I had the floor on this 
subject. some ten or fifteen days ago; but I have 
been confined to my room since then, and am not 
able to-day to speak on the subject. I move that 
it be passed over. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The other subjects 
will be considered as having been passed over, 
and the next business in order is the resolution of 
the Senator from Tennessee, and the motion of 
the Senator from Mississippi in reference thereto. 

Mr. FOOTE. I move that subject be now con- 
sidered. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. DICKINSON. If there is a prospect of 
there being a vote taken, I will not interfere with 
this matter; but if we are to go on with the ordi- 
nary general discussion, without beginning or end, 
I shall ask that it be laid over, and that the Senate 
take up the deficiency bill. 

Mr, FOOTE. Jt is my desire, as I stated when 


bi 
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the amendment submitted by the Senator from 
Connecticut, (Mr. Batpwin.] - 
Mr. BENTON. Did the Senator from New 
York hear what I uttered for. his especial benefit, 
that before this vote was taken 1 had sixty years 
of legislation to examine? m 
- Mr. DICKINSON. I will ask the Senator from 
Mississippi if it will not answer all his purposes 
if this subject should be laid over-until the- defi- || 
ciency bill is disposed of? : 

Mr. FOOTE. -By no means. I look upon this 
asthe most important question that can come be- |: 
fore us, and I cannot consent to its postponement. || 
Į will do anything else almost to accommodate my 
friend from. New York. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I dislike to-interfere with the 
questions pending, but I give notice that I shali 
feel it my duty to move the California bill be taken 
up whenever I can get the floor. 

Mr. BENTON. Mr. President, E gave, as one 
of the reasons why the Senate should mix up 
nothing with this bill for the admission of Cali- 
fornia, the fact, that in the sixty years of legisla- 
tion on the subject, and in the admission of seven- 
teen States, there has been no example of mixing 
up any other matter with the admission of a State, || 
but that every one has been admitted by itself, or, 
at all events, in company with another, so that the 
circumstances.were equal. It was supposed that |i 
there was some error in that statement of mine, 
and [ deem it a very material thing, as it is pro- 
posed that we should now commence with doing 
by a new State what is without precedent in the || 
annals of legislation, and which many feel to be a 
deep indignity to that State, that I shall, by refer- 
ence to the cases of admission of new States, show |! 
that such a thing has never been done before. 

The first of the States which was admitted was 
Vermont. She was admitted by the act of the Ist |! 
of February, 1791, and nothing could be more |; 
brief and simple than that act of admission. It is 
entitled “ An act for the admission of the State of 
Vermont into the Union’’—a title which, of itself, 
excludes the idea of anything being mixed up with 
it. It says: 

“The State of Vermont having petitioned the Congress 
to be admitted a member of the United States, be it enacted 
by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, and it is hereby 
enacted and declared, that on the fourth day of March, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety one, the said State, by 
the name aud style of ¢ the State of Vermont,’ shall be re- 


ceived and admitted into this Union as a new and entire 
member of the United States or America,” approved 18th | 


I moved the postponement of the further consider- 
ation of the subject till to-day, that the vote should 
be taken at this time. I suppose there is no gen- 
tleman who desires to be heard on the subject. 

Mr. BENTON. I think it fair to make known 
to the Senator from New York that I will take up 
a little time on this subject. I said to the Senate, 
when this subject was up some days ago, that 
during the sixty years in which we have been admit- 
ting new States into the Union, there had been no 
example of combining any other subject with the 
question of the admission of a State, and that this 
was the first example proposed to be set of such 
an indignity to a State. As some gentlemen then 
thought | was mistaken, I have taken the trouble to 
verify the fact since. I have examined sixty years 
of legislation on the subject, and the admission of 
seventeen States, and I am now ready to goon and 
verify what I said to the Senate the other day. 
This will of course interfere with the Senator from | 
New York, and I desire to give him this notice that 
he may know what I have to refer to. 

Mr. FOOTE. I will my ask friend from New 
York to bear with me, and allow this subject to be 
considered now. 


Several Senarors. It is up for consideration 


now. 

Mr. DICKINSON. The Senator’s motion is 
not heard. 

Mr. FOOTE. I make none; for I understand 


the subject is now before the Senate for consider- 
ation, 

Mr. DICKINSON. Ido not wish to’run coun- 
ter to the feelings of the Senate. 
should be glad to get this motion of the Senator ' 
from Mississippi out of the way as soon as possi- | 
ble, for, together with kindred motions, it has in- 

‘terfered with the public business for a long time, 
and if the vote isto be taken, I certainly shall make 
no objection. 


-The VICE PRESIDENT. The question ison | 


l certainly |; 


i 
f 
i 
i 
i 
f 
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February, 1791. (L Stat. at Large, p. 191.) 


That is the act, sir, for the admission of the first |! 
State, and its simplicity and unity is worthy of all 
praise. 

The next was the act for the admission of Ken- || 
tucky, of the 4th of February, 1791. lt consents | 
to the formation of the new State, and provides 
that, “on the Ist day of June, 1792,” it“ shall 
‘be received and admitted into this Union asa new 
“and entire member of the United States of A mer- 
tica.” The act embraces no other subject. (See 
1 Stat. at Large, page 189.) 

Then comes Tennessee. She was admitted by 
the act of June 1, 1776 The act isin the briefest 
possible form, and contains no other subject what- 
ever. (See 1 Stat. at Large, page 491.) 

Then comes Ohio. The act was to authorize |; 
the formation of a constitution and State govern- 
ment, “and forthe admission of such State into 
the Union.” In this ease, the acts authorizing the 
people to form a constitution and providing for the į 
admixsion of the State into the Union, were one | 
and the same. The admission was to take effect 
upon their complying with the requirements set 
forth, and it was therefore a complete act, and 
contained nothing but what related to the admis- 
sion of the State. Afterward there was an act 
passed for the due execution of the laws of the 


| 472.) 


| admission of the State, and to perfect that ad- 


mission by giving force to the laws of the United 
States within the State. The first section is, that 
Louisiana be admitted into the Union as an inde- 
pendent State, and provides for heradmission. The 
next section is to give effect to it, by allowing her 
one Representative in the House of Representatives. 
The next is, that the laws of the United States 
shall be enforced there, and then judicial circuits 
and some officers are provided for. There is noth- 
ing in it but what provides for perfecting the ad- 
mission, and what would have been contained in 
an act by itself, if it had not been joined to the act 
of admission. In this particular there is a little 
diversity of action. On some occasions, the act 
which admits a State provides for the extension of 
the laws of the United States to the State, but in 
a majority of cases itis all reserved and put in an 
act by itself, and the admission stands alone. 
Indiana was admitted by joint resolution of the 
lith December, 1816. (See Stat. at Large, p. 399.) 


i The resolution is entirely clear of any other matter 


than the mere admission. 

Mississippi was admitted by joint resolution of 
10th December, 1817, and it contains nothing be- 
sides the simple admission. (3 Slat. at Large, p. 


Ilinois was admitted by the joint resolution of 
3d December, 1818. It contains nothing but the 
simple admission. (3 Stat. at Large, p. 436.) 

Alabama was admitted by joint resolution of 
14th December, 1819. It contains nothing but the 
admission. (3 Stat. at Large.) 

Maine was admitted by the act of 3d March, 
1820. It is a naked admission—nothing more. 
(3 Stat. at Large, p. 544.) $ 

Missouri was admitted by joint resolution of 
March 2, 1821. It containsnothing but admis- 


sion, and a condition for the State to perform. (3 


j Stat. at Large, p. 645.) 


This is the case in which the Senator from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Cray] had supposed something else 
was mixed up with the act of admission; but it is 
clear he confounded the act which authorized the 
meeting of the convention to form a State consti- 
tution with the joint resolution for the admission 
of the State itself. The joint resolution was pos- 
terior to that time; it was passed the year after; 
and for that joint resolution the State of Missouri, 
and the whole Union, were indebted to the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky himself. It is, that the State 
should comply with certain conditions, and upon 
acertified copy of the constitution being filed in 
the Department of State, the President should by 
proclamation declare the admission complete, and 
the State to be in the Union; all of which was 
done, and in fact occasioned very litile delay, for 
the General Assembly of Missouri met very soon 
after the adjournment of Congress, and passed an 
act of compliance, which was sent to the Presi- 
dent, and he, by proclamation, declared the State 


in the Union. 


Michigan was admitted by the act of the 22d 
January ,1837, and it is a naked admission. 

lowa and Florida were admitted by the same act, 
on the 3d March, 1845. The act contains nothing 
that does not relate to those States. I have the 
acts here, and have Jooked over them, and that is 
the only instance in which two States were coupled 
togesher in the same bill at the time of their admis- 
sion. They were put together, it is true, but they 
were subjects of equal dignity, and there was noth- 
ing in the act which related to anything upon 
earth but themselves and the extension of the laws 
of the United States. Here is the only exception 
up to that time, and that exception has been over- 
ruled before, as I will show. 


United States within the State of Ohio, and tha 
act declares the State to have become one of th 
States of this Union. (See 2 Statutes at Large, | 


subject but what relates to Ohio, and the making | 


page 201.) Neither of these acts embrace any I 
í 


of the laws of the United States obligatory upon 
er. 

Then comes Louisiana. “She was admitted on 
the 8th of “April, 1812. That act includes nothing | 
that does not relate to that State. (See 2 Stat. 
at Large, page 701.) It has been supposed that 
it did, but on examination of it, it will be found | 
that it contains nothing but what relates to the | 


Texas was admitted by joint resolution on the 
st of March, 1845, and Wisconsin was admitted 
y the act of 3d March, 1847. The act for the 
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admission of Texas relates only to what concerns 
the State, as does the act admitting Wisconsin. 

Now, the admission of a new State into the 
Union is a mere question. of constitutional au- 
thority. Congress has written authority for the 
admission of States, and in some cases the duty 
becomes obligatory upon Congress to admit a new 
State. That is the case in every instance in which 
the Government of the United States is under obli- 

ation or compact to admit a new State when it 
shall fulfill certain conditions. That is the case 
with respect to California. By our treaty with | 
Mexico, new States are to be admitted from the 
acquired territory as soon as it can be done con- 
sistent with the principles of the Constitution. 
That is the treaty, sir. 

So we have our constitutional authority and a 
treaty obligation upon us for acting on the subject. | 
California has fulfilled every requirement which is | 
necessary to entitle her to the rank of a State, and 
has a population far beyond what has been re- 
quired from any other new State; for while it is 
certain that there was from one hundred to one 
hundred and fifty thousand men there at the time 
her constitution was formed, which would imply į 
what we call a census population of six or seven 
hundred thousand souls, yet in all cases of admis- 
sion heretofore ten or twelve thousand men, re- 
sulting in a population of sixty or seventy thou- 
sand souls, according to the census account, was 
deemed sufficient. 

California then has the constitution in her hands, | 
which gives the Senate of the United States undis- | 
puted constitutional authority to admit her. She 
has the treaty with Mexico in her hands, which 
makes it obligatory on the Congress of the United 
States to admit her, when she presents herself 
under the circumstances of that treaty. She has | 
done so. Here, then, is the case of a State—the | 
Constitution in one hand, and the treaty with | 
Mexico in the other, and sixty years of the uni- 
form practice of the Government in such cases in 
her favor. Constitution, treaty, and sixty years’ 
practice, with one single deviation, all in her favor? 
And now, sir, it is proposed that she shall be made 
an exception, and subjected to the indignity of 
being mixed up with a subject of which she has 
washed her hands—and washed them too, sir, for 
the precise, deliberate purpose of preventing her 
admission from being made dependent upon or 
mixed up with any such subjects. Sir, this is 
what she has done, and now to undertake to mix | 
her up with all these subjects—the subjects con- 
nected with slavery in the United States—is, in 
my opinion, wrong to her, and an indignity. Sir, 
it is an indignity to her, and such an indignity as 
goes to rebuke her, and to tell her that she has 
done what she ought not to do, in undertaking to 
clear herself of a subject which she knew was an 
annoying and distracting one in the United States, 
and with which she therefore wanted nothing to 
do. Now, to mix her up with these subjects, after 
she has, in the most solemn manner in her consti- 
tution, cleared herself from them, and for the ex- 
press purpose of having free admission here, is a 
great indignity to her. 

Mr. DICKINSON. If this debate is to proceed i 
further now, I shall move to lay the subject on-the | 
table, for the purpose of taking up the appropria- 
tion bill. If the vote is to be taken, however, I 
will make no such motion. 

Mr.CLAY. I trust the Senator will permit me 
to say a word or two. 1 pledge myself not to. oc- 
cupy more than five minutes of time. 

Mr. DICKINSON. Certainly. | 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, in reference to the 
cases referred to by the Senator from Missouri, of 
the admission of States heretofore, I can only re- 
mark, that each of those cases depended upon a 
particular state of circumstances existing at the 
time of its admission. With regard to Missouri, } 
it was the only State in which there was that spe- 
cies of agitation and divisione prevailing in this | 
country which unfortunately exists now; and in 
that case only, of the States admitted into the 
Union, was a course somewhat similar to that now 
proposed adopted. And what was that course? 
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In the act which was passed by Congress for the | 


admission of Missouri into the Union—that is to 
say, authorizing her to form a State constitution 
and government for herself, and to come here for 
admission—in that very act was inserted a clause 
onthe subject of slavery north and south of the 
line of 36° 30'. What was done on her final ad- 
mission? Upon her final admission, it was made 
to depend ona condition relating to the African 
population of the United States. Missouri had 
inserted in her constitution a provision against the 
admission within her limits of free negroes; and 
that occasioned division and agitation in Congress. 
Well, she was admitted, upon the condition that 
she should, by a solemn and effective act of her 
Legislature, declare that no portion of her consti- 
tution should be so interpreted as to violate the 
Constitution of the United States—in other words, 
that if free negroes had the right by the Constitu- 
tion of going to Missouri, that she should not ex- 
clude them under the provisions of her constitu- 
tion. Well, in order to exclude any legislation or 


action by Congress on the subject afterward, the | 


President was authorized by proclamation to de- 
clare the compliance of Missouri to the require- 
ment made in the resolution of admission; and 
upon her complying with that requirement, and the 
President’s proclaiming that fact, then, and only 
then, was she admitted into the Union. 

Now, sir, the Senator places himself behind pre- 
cedents. Isay, sir, that each case of the admis- 
sion of a State was under peculiar circumstances, 
and I shall not take up the time of the Senate to 
go over the whole of them. But here isa great 
subject agitating and distracting the country, and 
itis proposed, in the spirit of compromise and 
concession, to connect together two or three anal- 
ogous subjects—perfectly analogous; and the Sen- 
ator gets up, and intrenching himself behind va- 


rious precedents, talks about the indignity to be | 


inflicted upon California. Will the Senator tell 
me how she is threatened with indignity? Sup- 
pose she is admitted, and a territorial government 
established, and ail in one bill, California comes 
forward through her representatives and is admit- 
ted. And where is the indignity? We have heard 
it again and again announced, in the most em- 
phatic terms, that indignity was to be rendered to 
her, without any definition, without any explana- 
tion, and without any showing how this indignity 
is to arise. 

Sir, I said | would not take up more than five 
minutes of the time of the Senate, and I will re- 
deem my pledge. The simple question is, whether 
itis an indignity or not on California to connect 
her in a great scheme of national compromise, the 
object of which is the restoration of harmony, 

eace, and concord to this people? If there is any 
indignity inflicted on her in that, it is an indignity 
in which the whole country shares with her, but 
which I am utterly unable to comprehend, from 
anything said, or which has taken place. 

Mr. BENTON. What, sir! California con- 
cur in some scheme of pacification! California, 
standing outside of the Union, a stranger, to be 


associated as regards the question of admission | 


with other topics, in a scheme of pacification in 
which she is to concur! The Senator from Ken- 
tucky puts it on the ground that she is not to be al- 
lowed to come in here without having the question 
of her admission associated with other questions, 


with a view to pacification, and talks about Califor- | 


nia concurring in such a proposition! Compromise! 
1 “a” . > . ae 
Talk of California concurring in sucha proposition! 


Sir, she is concurring in the sense in which a slave | 


bound to a stake concurs in relation to what is done 
to him. That is the sense in which she concurs. 
Sir, she has no voice inthe matter. She is not con- 
sulted—not allowed to comein. And is she tobe 


| bound by a general scheme of which she is to be | 


a party, and yet to have no voice in it? I have al- 
ways understood, sir,-that it takes two to make a 
bargain, but it would seem that in this case it takes 
thirty—thirty States—to make a bargain; and one 
of the parties to be bound by that bargain—the 
party to be the most bound by it, tobe the sub- 
ject of the binding—is to have no voice in the mat- 


ter. That party is only to. receive the bonds, to 
acquiesce—to concur in them, without the power-of 
jj a negative. That is the proposition. Sir, it isan 
indication of what is intended. Butit ig to mean 
incomprehensible thing, that such a proposition 
should be made. It will be inflicting a serious. in- 
jury upon California, as I have heretofore urged, ` 
if you swell the bill up with doubtful questions, 
some of which are dented in point of constitution- 
ality--some of which are disputed on the ground 
of expediency—all of which are brimfull of points 
of difficulty. ft is an injury to California, first to 
be delayed, and next to be subjected to the contin- 
gencies of agreement on all these points. Thatis 
|| the injury. 

Sir, it is an indignity to California to be mixed 

up with things that do not belong to her admis- 
sion asa State. If there was another State at this 
moment ready to come into the Union, it would 
not be an indignity to put such State into the same 
bill. Still I say it would be wrong. The. bill 
should rest upon its own foundation. It should 
have a separate consideration.. Each State has a 
right, under the Constitution, to be admitted upon 
| her own merits, and each should have a sepa- 
rate consideration. I will not again go over the 
subjects with which it is proposed that California 
shall be mixed up. God Almighty only knows 
how many they will be, under the latitudinous, 
boundless order given to this committee. I know 
not, Sir, how many subjects there are to take cog- 
nizance of, but F intend to endeavor to ascertain 
before they go to the committee. I, sir, according 
i| to my reading of the Constitution, am of opinion 
that there are very few points on which Congress 
has jurisdiction in connection with the subject of 
slavery—very few points; and those few arise out 
of the construction of the Constitution. And of 
those few, Mr. President, in which there isa clear 
constitutional authority in Congress to interfere 
with the subject of slavery, there are several which 
this Congress and all former Congresses have re- 
fused to touch—which | would myself refuse to 
touch; and therefore I will not delegate to any 
committee the power to touch them, I care not 
what gentlemen may compose the committee. 
There are subjects, it is true, which may be taken 
up by the committee—ordinary subjects—in ve- 
gard to which it will be perfectly immaterial as to 
how the committee is constituted—whether they 
are taken from either side of the great dividing 
line, or whether taken from either of the two great 
political parties. I believe that the result will be 
the same in either case, and that there is no neces- 
sity for drawing geographical lines, or party lines, 
in anything that the committee has to do upon the 
subject here. That is a point that I will not go into 
now, but I shall have accasion to do so hereafter. 
|| I come back to the main point; and I say that 
there are but few points upon which Congress has’ 
the right to touch slavery at all, and of these few 
there are several—there are four at least, and I 
have heretofore referred to them—which I would 
not grant any committee the power to touch. 
I| For the present, sir, the question is to exempt 
California from the consideration of this com- 
mittee. Now, sir, we have debated, thoroughly 
debated, the subject, but it is very questionable in 
my mind whether it is not a mere question of 
i| order, which refers itself to the Chair—whether, 
under an attempt of the committee to take cogni- 
zance of the subject of California, a question of 
| order may not be made to ascertain whether or 
i) not, under the words of this resolution, California 
is referred, and that without any debate on the 
subject. Sir, it would have to be shown that the 
State government of California, her constitution, 
is something that has grown out of the institution 
of slavery ìn the United States, in order to give 
the committee jurisdiction. } deny that, it has 
grown out of the institution of slavery in the Uni- 
ted States, or anywhere else. It lfas no connec- 
tion with it all; and to be forced into violent con- 
junction with it,.or to be treated as having been 
born of slavery, is a thing which I undertake to 
ay will be resisted to the last. 


wish, sir, to say to the honorable Senator from 
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Kentucky, to whom we are all so much indebted 
for the admission of Missouri, that the act which | 
he quotes ‘is a bill, not for her admission as a State, 
but-a territorial bill. Missouri was a territory at 
the time when the compromise act of 1820 was 
passed: [t wasas a territory that that act was 
made applicable to it. Arid what has since taker 
place, has illustrated the truth and correctness of 
the decision made by President Monroe’s Cabinet 
at the time, when one of these questions was sub- 
mitted to’ their decision, whether ‘Congress had 
jurisdiction over'slavery within the territories out- 
side of the limits of the States, and to what the 
word “forever” applied —whether it applied to the 
territory while it continued a territory, or whether 
it applied to the State after a State was formed. 
Their opinion, as we are informed, was, that the 
word ‘forever’ applied only to the territory, and 
had no‘application to a State at all; and that, sir, 
has been the decision on the part of this identical 
territory, as I remarked to the Senate some days 
“ago, thus left outside by the compromise act of 1820, 
when annexed to the State of Missouri. From 
territorial soil, from which slavery was forever 
excluded, it became State soil, and subject to State 
authority, and slavery went into it instanter, and 
has been there ever since. This full and practical 
illustration of the principle I have affirmed, is the 
decision of Mr. Monroe’s Cabinet. Yes, sir; it 
was the Territory: of Louisiana to which the act 
applied which the Senator from Kentucky has 
quoted, and which is called the compromise act. 

But now comes the act of admission itself, and 
for which, | again repeat, we were so much in- 
debted to the Senator from Kentuck y—that is, that 
Missouri should be admitted into the Union upon 
an equal footing with the original States in all re- 
spects; and with respect to the fundamental con- 

‘dition, it is contained in the fourth clause of the 
twenty-sixth section of the third article of the 
constitution, submitted on the part of said State to 
Congress, to the following effect: It shall not be | 
construed to authorize the passing of any law, and | 
that no law shall be passed in conformity thereto, 
by which any of the citizens of the other States 
shall be excluded from the enjoyment of any of 
the privileges and immunities to which such citi- 
zens are entitled under the Constitution of the 
United States; provided that the Legislature of 
said State, by a solemn public act, shall declare 
the assent of said State, and shall transmit to the 
President of the United States, on or before the 
fourth Monday of November next, an authenti- 
cated copy of said act; whereupon, and without 
farther proceeding on the part of Congress, the 
admission of said State into the Union shall be 
considered. as complete. That is the substance of 
the provision of the act, sir. T was here at the 
time—l was cotemporary with these proceedings, 
and had occasion to admire the manner in which 
superior minds could remove apparent obstacles. 
It was, to be sure, like the case of Columbus 
making the egg stand on its end. The admission 


-other words, that they would perform their duty 


|! proposition? You take the hazard, by referring 


' opinions in this Chamber, whether itis just to 


constitutional provision of Missouri. to interfere 
with the Constitution of the United States, or, in 


under the oath which they had taken to support 
the Constitution of the United States; and if they 
found anything in the State constitution repug- 
nant to the Constitution of the United States, 
they would hold it to be imperative upon them to 

maintain the latter, or, in other words, that they 
would not violate the Constitution of the United 
States—that is all: Now, this case of Missouri 
is affirmed: by the practice of sixty years’ legisla- 
tion in regard to the same subject. But I donot 
rest upon precedent alone—that is a lawyer bùsi- 
ness. It belongs to form. It belongs to a case- 
hunting Jawyer to search the files for precedents. 
Ido not go by precedent, except as it illustrates 
the case in hand. I go by reason rather than pre- 
cedent. F require these things to have a separate | 
consideration; and I refer to over sixty years of 
legislation, not as a precedent to govern this body, 
but as an example to show what has been deemed 
proper by every Congress that has preceded us. 
That is what] want. 

Mr. DAYTON. Iam opposed, Mr. President, 
to the proposition, and though not intending to dis- 
cuss it at all, yet as this proposition has had very 
little discussion, as compared with the general j 


ate and the country, I feel constrained to saya 
few words. The distinct question now is, to refer 
California, in connection with other matters, to 
this committee, in the hope that they may unite 
in some satisfactory adjustinent for the compro- 
mise of all the pending questions in regard to 
slavery. Now,Mr. President, I beg leave to ask 
the Senate, and to submit it to the country, 
whether, in this matter of referring California it is | 
not an act of indignity to her—whether you are not 
doing an act of injustice to her? I submit to the 


Union as a State, standing alone? Has it not 


of political opinion, that California will come into 
this Union; that she has a right to come here; | 
and that she will be admitted by a large majori- | 
ty? Why then is it, I ask again, that she isto 
be sent back to this committee of conference, ex- 
cept for the purpose of using her with a view to 
making more palatable some more objectionable | 


California, of defeating her admission, in the hope 
that you may bring something in along with her— 
she serving as a sugar-pluin to sweeten the dose, ! 
thatyou may swallow them all together. Fask: 
now, with very great respect to gentlemen of all 


California to place her in this peculiar position? 
She has a certain class of rights—not legal perhaps 
—which we are bound to recognize; and when we 


i 


of the State of Missouri was resisted—great re- 
sistance was made to her admission, which seemed 
to divide the whole Union, and from which fear- 
ful consequences were apprehended. At that 
time the point of admission hung upon this, that 
by the clause in the Missouri constitution, which 
ig here particularized, free negroes were prohibited 
from coming into the State. That was the clause. 
The objection was, that it would interfere with the 
Constitution of the United States, and be the cause 
of difficulty between the States, because in many 
of the States now, and perhaps in all of them 
once, free negroes had the privileges of citizens. 
That was the objection, The answer to that was, 
that if there was a provision in the constitution of 
Missouri that would come into opposition to the 
Constitution of the United States upon that point, 
it would be null and void; and every authority in 
the Stare~-every judge in the State, every e&ecu- 
tive officer—was under oath to disregard whatever || 
might be repugnant to the Constitution of the |! 
United States. It was a clear case, sir, and so /! 
represented and argued at the time; but it was not 
satisfactory, 

On motion of the Senator from Kentucky, the 
case was referred to a committee, which commit- 
tee brought in a declaration—it was nothing inthe | 
world būta declaration—that gave to the General || 
Assembly of Missouri, and to all the authorities | 
of Missouri who have the execution of the laws |! 


it their hands, that they should not permit any ji 


i 


i 
i 

i! 
p 


; Can any man doubt that this reference of Califor- 


advantage, bat simply for the purpose of subserv- 
ing the interests of party, I submit, with great 
respect, that we commit an injustice upon her. ' 


| ful in their character. Hence it is proposed to go 


questions which have been discussed by the Sen- |} 


members of this body now, whether there is the |) 
slightest doubt that California will come into the |! 


been said again end again on all sides of this ‘j 
Chamber, and by the representatives of all shades i| 


use her, not in matters connected with her own ii 


to log-rotling a little, and see if they may not all 
be brought in together. I have no wish to occupy 
the time of the Senate on this matter, but it seems 
to me, with great respect to the opinions of others, 


| that the question of the admission of California 


should be considered by itself. She has rights of 
herown. If she is entitled to admission, let us 
admit her; if she is not, let us keep her out;-but 
do not letus trammel California, by connecting 
her with other subjects, so that we cannot vote for 
her admission without doing her injustice. J am 
opposed to such a course of proceeding. 

Mr. KING. Ido not intend, sir, to detain the 
Senate with any protracted remarks, but merely to 
appeal to gentlemen to let the vote be taken. Sir, 
I suspect that the Senator from New Jersey would 
not be so exceedingly desirous of admitting Cali- 
fornia instantly, promptly, and without a mo- 
ment’s delay, had there not been a clause in her 
constitution prohibiting slavery. I know very 
+ well, sir, that when we tried here time and again 
to give this very California a government that 
would protect the rights of her citizens—that 
would afford the means of punishing crime and 
| preserving order—that honorable Senator, with 
others, resisted every effort that was made for that 
purpose. Why,sir? Because there was not a 
clause introduced prohibiting slavery. Those gen- 
tlemen then had no such great desire to protect 
that people, or to put them in a situation in which 
they would be under the protection of the law, 
unless they could get a provision which they knew 
involved what is calculated to distract and divide 
the country to the extent almost of the destruction 
of the Government itself. And the consequence 
was, that California, New Mexico, and all the ter- 
ritories acquired from Mexico, had no government 
and no laws, except such as were found existing 
there at the time of the acquisition. In that state 
of things, California set about forming a conatitu- 
tion for herself—whether stimulated to it or not is 
not for me to say—she set about establishing a 
State government for herself, from the necessity of 
i the case, with the view of securing the public 
| peace and tranquillity. In her anxiety to do some- 

thing to protect herself, and to preserve peace in 
that country, to which emigration is so rapidly 
flowing, she thought proper to form a constitution. 
Well, sir, the constitution formed in that way— 
iin that irregular way, as even the Senator from 
Missouri is bound to admit—is presented to the 
Congress of the United States, in order that Cali- 
fornia may be received into the Union. And we 
are told, that in making an effort to protect our- 
selves and our property, to proteet the rights of 
the citizens of the United States, we are doing a 
great injustice to California. Now, sir, I was 
here when Missouri was admitted. I know very 
well that it was considered not a party measure, 
but as a very favorable indication that Congress 
gave of a willingness to bring her in without de- 
lay, by requiring her assent to a particular pro- 
| vision that was introduced by the Senator from 
| Kentucky; but her Senators did not take their 
seats until after this assent was given. 


i 


' 


i 


But we are told that California is a State. Well, 


| nia to this committee, and bringing her back here |! if she is a State, what are we debating about? If 


connected with bills for territorial governments and ‘| she comes here with all the rights of a State, there 
the settlement of the Texan boundary, will -tend || is no further question about the matter. No, sir; 
io hazard to some extent her admission, or if not i she is but a territory; and a territory she must re- 
to hazard her admission, at least to decrease the i main until we by our action bring her into the Con- 
amount of votes which would be given for that |! federacy of States. California, in forming her con- 
admission? Is she not now, I submit, kept back i stitution, has done—what? Has she complied 
simply forthe purpose ol sweetening the dose, and || with the requisitions of the Constitution of the 
making it more palatable ë t ji i i i í 
meding it mor i t o a majority of this j United States, which have always heretofore 
ody. is, one bee Foglia ek is what |; been considered necessary to entitle a new State 
strikes me as obvious on toe face of this matter. || to come into the Union? Will gentlemen tell 
Mi nig anja to can tornias iir mo peel | me that they “are _prepared o relinquish all 
£ S > ss y g 2 

California. ai yos send her i ca maon ol the territory of California? Will they tell me 
of conference? They will take the 
her admission into consideration, and connect it || tee that it is not surrendered the moment y i 
with other matters, making the whole bill ob i! mit Cali a ria the Toon? ee sah 
eek n i g n obnox- | mit California into the Union ? Heretofore such 
i Eee would e any hee such a charac- | guarantees have always been introduced into the 
Californie This RH comi fel ed to vote against |: compact that we have formed with a new State 
nust t ie GENER E but i when seeking for admission. Instructions have 
posed to vote for her admission anaie aor T 1 held spread f e A 
is, I think, a false principle of legislatie It is ea atin ce ana ae ihe purponeol fee 
Schein er A ie Sip gisiahion. it is |! constitution, these stipulations should be intro- 
ae eis ee ane matter conceded to i duced: that all navigable streams should be open 
makina va = nee Ent o panie are here | forever to the citizens of the United States, and 
Sa eR $ or admission, which |) that the State should not impose tolls. Another 
SE; are other matters more doubt- || was, that the territory of the State should be given 


i 
| 
2 || that they are prepared to give up the whole of 
question of | the public domain? And where is the guaran- 


. 1850. 


TOT 


up—that the public domain should be secured to 
the Government of the United States; and not to 
the State herself. New States relinquished all 
claim to the territory. Where is there any such 
relinquishment in the constitution of California? 
Do you find it anywhere? No, sir; there is no 
such relinguishment on its part. And will any 
Senator, who is a lawyer, and who understands 
the force of terms, tell me that unless there is some 
such relinquishment, the Government of the United 
States does not lose the domain the moment the 
territory becomes. a State, if such new State 
should think proper to claim all the territory within 
her limits? Are not these considerations sufficient 
to induce the Senate to pause before they act upon 
the subject, and ascertain whether it is not proper 
to send the subject to a committee, whose duty it 
shall be to investigate, and see if some mode of 
proceeding cannot be adopted by which this omis- 
sion may be remedied—by which the evil that will 
be inflicted upon us, if California be admitted with- 


out some such provision, may be averted? And j 


J tell the Senator from New Jersey that he is en- 
tirely mistaken if he supposes that every Senator 
on this floor is ready and willing to permit the 
State of California to come in instantly—if he 
supposes that every Senator on this floor is willing 
to acknowledge that California must and will come 
in by an overwhelming majority. Sir, the honor- 
able Senator, if he supposes this, will find himself 
mistaken; he willfing that unless some mode be 
devised, that will render it agreeable to gentlemen 
to admit California "as a separate question, as a 
matter disconnected with all others, to induce them 
to waive their objections to these unexampled 
irregularities, which there is an almost absolute 
obligation on the part of the Government to dis- 
countenance—unless some such thing is done, 
California cannot come in; for let the intelligence 
be spread before the country—not before one sec- 


tion only, but before the whole country—let it be | 


understood in New England, that we are to lose 
our domain there; that we have ascertained that 
California, if she chooses to grasp it, has it in her 
power to do so; that it is to go out of our hands; 
and that we shall have no means of getting it back, 
unless she voluntarily surrenders it—let this be 
understood, and rest assured that even that section 
of the country will not justify or approve the ad- 
mission of California under such circumstances. 
Well, where is the great evil, if it should become 
necessary to, send California back, as Missouri was 
sent back? Weare told, and no doubt it is the 
truth, that the people in California are almost in a 
state of anarchy; that they cannot move along; 
that they cannot get funds to support their Govern- 
ment; that one portion of the territory is arrayed 
against the other; that San Diego is arrayed against 
San Francisco. And, by-the-by all that portion 
‘of the territory lying south of San Francisco was 
opposed to the formation of a State government. 
They were anxious for a territorial government; 
and in that they showed their good sense; for I 
have no doubt a territorial government, properly 
organized, would have been much better for them 


for some years to come, than any State govern- | 


ment they could possibly establish. I have no 
question of that. _ ‘ i 
My object ia rising, sir, was to say, that while 
I am most anxious to see this distracting question 
settled on some reasonable basis, one that can be 
acquiesced in in every quarter of the Union; while I 
m anxious to see fraternal relations and harmony 
restored; and while, for the purpose of securing 
these objects, L would be disposed to yield every- 
thing that I could yield consistently with my daty 
to my constituents and to the country; while I 


would be disposed, I say, to yield everything that | on tl 
|| jection is made to taking it up. 


I could yield under the oath that E have taken to 
sustain the Constitution, and consistently with the 
duty that I owe to the people whom | represent, 
and the country generally, I shail not be driven by 
any kind of proceedings to adopt a course which 
I believe, if persevered in, will neither be bene- 
ficial to the country, nor put an end to these agi- 


tations, but which would undoubtedly augment | 


them; in consequence of which they would go on 
from day to day increasing, and „continually be- 
coming worse and worse. . i 
Wheu you come upon the question, you will 
probably get a majority to act upon this question 
alone, and determine to do nothing in reference to 


the dther questions, but leave them open to be į 


acted upon for political or other purposes. But, 


| attached to the Union than myself; few men have | 


i the discussion of a proposition to create a com- 
mittee to consider the questions at issue, he goes | 


i discussion until we get the bill up, or rather to į 
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sir, { tell you that if gentlemen attempt to interfere ! 
with our rights, there will be no division among | 
usin the controversy. When every one feels, as he 
should feel, that his rights have been set at naught— 
that insult and injustice have been heaped upon | 
him—they will stand together, shoulder to shoulder, 
in defiance of what they honestly believe to be op- 
pression. Are gentlemen prepared to bring about | 
this state of things? Are they prepared to goad 
the southern_people almost to desperation? We 
are willing to bear with oppressions as long as 
possible; we are prepared to sacrifice everything 
that can reasonably be demanded or expected of 
us, and even more, in order to preserve the Union; | 
but they must not drive us to extremities, or they 
will find themselves at that point when they will | 
be compelled to calculate the value of the Union. | 
Mr. President, few men perhaps have been more 


i 
i 


manifested, on every occasion where the opportu- 
nity was presented to show it, a stronger desire to 
maintain every principle that binds the States of this | 
Confederacy together. I never lent myself to any 
of the wild schemes that were got up some years 
ago; | considered them visionary and unnecessary, 
and in some degree dangerous; and therefore | 
made all the opposition to them I could, notwith- 
standing the action that was attempted by gentle- 
men, whose motives I respected, but whose course 
I deprecated and would not sustain. 

I had no design, Mr. President, of detaining the 
Senate when I rose to speak; but I must add, that 
I trust in God that there will be patriotism, good 
sense, and fraternal feeling enough in this body to 
enable it to act upon these great and distracting 
questions in such a way as will restore harmony 
and peace to the country. We have been told at 
times, by various gentlemen, of the glory, the 
power, the magnificence of this country; and I feel | 
the truth of all these glowing descriptions as an 
American; and ! feel also that we are destined, if we 
can avoid internal dissensions, to become the great- 
est among the nations of the earth; but in order to | 
this, we must preserve peace at home—peace at 
home. We have nothing at all to fear from abroad. 
It is our internal dissensions, our internal bicker- | 
ings and strife, got up in some instances by un- 
principled politicians, to advance their own selfish 
purposes, and carried forward through the medium 
of miserable fanatics, that are becoming stronger 
and stronger every day, that is leading to results 
of which God only knows the end. T hope that 
the good sense of the Senate of the United States 
will avert the evils resulting from the efforts to 
which I have alluded, and that we will be enabled 
to save this glorious Union from sectional division, 
and fulfill the destiny which I have no doubt 
awaits us. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I moved early in the course 
of the morning to proceed to the consideration of 
the deficiency bill, but I withdrew my motion in 
order thata vote might be taken upon this ques- 
tion. I then gave way to one Senator, who wished 
to make some remarks, and then to another, and 
as, in consequence of this delay, we are very much 
advanced in to-day’s session, I declare it my in- 
tention not to insist further upon taking up the de- 
ficiency bill to-day. Buti would call the attention 
of the Senate to the fact, that we have been engaged 
now some five months in doing nothing but. at- 
tempting to legislate for negroes not in New Mex- 
ico or California, and forgetting to Jegislate for | 
twenty millions of the white citizens of our own 
country, whose destinies are in our hands. I now 
give notice that I shall move to-morrow morning, 
immediately after the necessary morning busi- 
ness, to take up the deficiency bill, and shall call 


the yeas and nays upon the motion as often as ob- 


Mr. DOUGLAS. The remarks of the Senator | 
from Alabama are of such a character that I feel 
compelled to a say afew words in reply. Upon | 


t 
Bi 
i] 

i 


into a discussion of the bill for the admission of | 
the State of California. And, sir, I cannot but | 


think that it would be much better to defer that |i 


proceed at once to the consideration of the bill | 
providing for the admission of California. I feel | 
bound, sir, to say, that L think the Senator is en- | 
tirely mistaken in the fact which he asserts, that | 
if the present bill for the admission be‘adopted, the | 


public domain of that country will not belong to | 


this Government... But, sir, he is mistaken. en- 
tirely, for my bill for the ‘admission of California 
isin the usual form.. It. is framed on the same 
principle that bills for the admission of States 
heretofore have been framed, and the Senator will 
find, upon examination, that it-is an exact tran- 
script of two or three of. the bills that have been 
presented for the admission of new States into 
this Union. I am well aware of the compacts.of 
which he speaks. Those compactsare not generally 
arts of bills admitting new States into the Union. 
‘hey have been generally separate bills, passed at 
different times. They were matters of compact, not 
generally embraced in the same bill; and the one re- 
ferring to my own State was not a part of the bill 
admitting my own State. Hence my attention 
has been drawn to this subject, and I am prepared, 
when the bill for the admission of California comes 
up for consideration, to vindicate it against any 
charges which may be made. [| think that the 
turn this discussion has taken ought to admonish 
us at once to proceed to the consideration of the 
bill for the admission of California, which is a 
practical question. 

Mr. DOWNS. I would inquire of the Senator 
from Illinois if he is aware that any new State, 
having public lands within her limits, has been 
admitted into the Union until the Government or 
the constitutional authority of the State had entered 
into a formal compact to cede the public domain to 
the General Government? ‘ 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The question of the Senato 
from Louisiana fully proves the propriety of the 
motion which Iam about tomake. If the Senate 
will proceed to the consideration of the bill for the 
admission of California, I am prepared then to vin- 
dicate it from all the charges that may be brought 
against it. I desire to have a discussion upon the 
merits of the question, and upon the bill itself. 
And, sir, if L cannot show that the bill is precisely 
as it ought to be, and that not one of the objections 
really exist which Senators advance, | will offer 
amendments myself that will obviate those objec- 
tions, so that they shall not be able to make even 
criticisms on the subject. 

Mr. FOOTE. Will the Senator from Ilinois 
allow me to say one word? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Certainly, if itis by way of 
suggestion, 

Mr. FOOTE. I would state that, in my opin- 
ion, immediate action upon the resolution I had 
the honor to offer is in perfect harmony with the 
objection raised by the Benator from Illinois. It 
is certainly true that this committee will be raised, 
probably, in a few moments, and the Senator can 
then move to proceed to the consideration of his 
bill—a motion which I shall always be happy to 
sustain. I know that gentlemen here are desirous 
of voting upon the question, and having the prop- 
osition immediately before us. Let us raise this 
committee without any further discussion. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. As I have said, the whole 
merits of the bill for the admission of California 
can be discussed on this resolution, and the con- 
sequence is, that discussion is to go on indefinitely. 
My object in rising was simply to state that when 
the California bill came up, I would be prepared 
to show that it was framed in the manner in which 
it should be. If Ido not show this, L will offer 
an amendment, as I before said, to obviate any 
objections that may be made. In the progress of 
the bill, Senators will be at liberty to offer any 
amendments ‘they may deem proper. The bill 
must go through the ordinary stages before it is 


| passed, and there may be some alterations to be 


made in it; for I do not undertake to say that it is 
perfect; I do not pretend that it contains no errors; 
every billis liable to them. And now, for the 
purpose of making a test vote on this quesuon of 
raising a committee at this time, I move that the 
question of raising this committee lie upon the 
table. 
eo WEBSTER. Will the Senator withdraw 
his motion for a moment? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Certainly. 

Mr. WEBSTER. I have a very few words 
tosay, sir. When the question of raising this 
committee was before the Senate a month or six 
weeks ago, Í said to the Senate that, although I 
did not perceive that any considerable good was 
likely to result from this proposed measure, yet 
if it was desired by any considerable portion of 
the Senate, and especially those who have taken 
a lead on the subject, (the honorable member from 
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acky, and the honorable: member from. Ten- | 
; and others,) that such & committee should |; 
sed, F should not oppose the motion. -1 sup- 
hat it would hardly have had much opposi- | 
a inthe Senate ifit had not happened that the || 
Honorable Senator: from Mississippi has used -a 
p +, or prescribed a mode of. proceeding in-his 
i on, caleulated to alarm: in a:measure ‘some 
? si The instruction, according to his reso- 
lution, is; that the committee shall mature some 
sheme of compromise.» Well, probably:-this word: 
scheme created some tittle apprehension. 
“Mr FOOTE. That is not the phraseology of 
the resolution. A ; e : 
“Mr. WEBSTER. fam quite certain it is, sir; 
let the resolution be'read. =" 
Phe Secretary read the resolution as follows: 
“That the resalations be referred to a select committee of 
thirteen, with instructions to exert themselves for the pur- 
pose of. maring a scheme of compromise for the adjustment 
ofall pending questions growing out of the institution of 
slavery, with tbe right to report by bill or otherwise.” 


Mr..WEBSTER. Not that I suppose a mean- 
ing was intended to be attached correspondent to 
the phrase, or that it was to be taken in a strict 
sense; but as I have said, taken in this sense, the 
resolution has given rise to alarm in- the minds of 
Senators; and I am free to say, if it is to be taken 
in that sense, I shall not agree to it in any way 
whatever, because it.seems to imply, or might 
imply—I do not suppose that such is its purpose— 
that something is to be compromised away—some- 
thing that is of importance to the country; and as 
we are dealing with the rights of the country, this 
should not occur. Sir, J am inclined to unite with 
those Senators who have taken the lead in this 
discussion, and also avery large portion of the 
Senate, and allow the committee to be appointed, 
so far as by my vote it can be appointed; but to 
avoid all possible misapprehension hereafter, I beg 
to say that I shall not commit myself, and do not 
now commit myself, to support any measure which 
shall make the admission of California dependent 
upon the success of any other proposition what- | 
ever. I wish to say one other thing, sir. The 
honorable member from Kentucky yesterday ob- 
served, that the subjects which he regarded or 
supposed proper for the committee to consider, 
were the admission of California, provision for 
the government of the territories, and the question 
of the boundary of Texas. Now, Iam afraid, sir, 
that the question of the boundary of Texas is a 
question which will necessarily call for much ex- 
amination, and probably bring on much discussion; | 
both in the committee and in the Senate. 


| of the Government in cases of a similar character 


| it out of deference to the leading gentlemen who 
j have taken part in this discussion, and who have 


| resolutions of the Senator from Tennessee—rather 


from my vote, for I shall feel bound to support 
any measure, as I have said, ‘which shall make 
the admission of California independent of any 
other measure. ` : 

One word more, and I take my- seat. We are 
acting under discretionary power, devolved on us 
by the Constitution, and for the exercise of which 
we have entered into stipulations with Mexico by 
the treaty of 1848. : 

I do not think it will advance us toward-a con- 
clusion, to set up at present any rights of Califor- 
nia. Nor dol think, on the other hand, that it 
advances us toward that just conclusion at all by 
indulging in criminatory remarks upon the pro- 
ceedings which have taken place in California, 
without any previous authority derived from this 
Government. 

The facts are before us. ‘The case is before us. 
The constitution of California is before us. We 
are by the treaty to exercise our own discretion as 
to the time of admitting her. When she comes 
with her constitution, in conformity with the requi- 
| sitions of our constitution, and as she has un- 
doubtedly the requisite number of inhabitants that 
will constitute her a State, according to the usage 


t 
t 
i 
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heretofore arising, I am prepared, in the exercise 
of the discretion which devolves upon me as a 
member of this body, to admit her as a State; and 
in voting for this committee, I repeat here that I do 


brought forward these resolutions—particularly the 


than from being sanguine of any benefit to arise 
from it. 

Mr. FOOTE. I rise simply to make a remark 
with reference to the phraseology of my motion. 
It will be recollected, sir, that I submitted a new 
motion in a different form upon this subject; there- 
| fore it has happened that, with reference to this | 
motion, I forgot its particular terms. But I would 
i Say, that if any one has felt alarm concerning it—if 
the Senator from Massachusetts has experienced 
any alarm—I think that that alarm would be re- 
lieved by a proper consideration of the words used 
in the resolution. If the word compromise had 
been the only word used, there might have been 
some cause for entertaining fears that the motion 
was destined to sacrifice the rights of either one or 
the other section of the Confederacy; but, as I 
| was desirous of avoiding that, the motion was 
| Prepared with reference to that particular object; 
and it purports, according as it has been read in 


i | 
One word further, sir, lt does seem to me that 
the importance of the measure now before us, take 


very much overrated. Mr. President, the honor- 
able member before me, from the State of Hlinois, 
[Mr. Doveras,] desires to bring up his bill—his 
clean bill—for the admission of California, and I 
am ready to vote for it. But, then, if this bill were 
now before us, the member himself must see, and 
all the Senate must see, that it would be quite 
competent for any gentleman, wishing to unite the 
question of California and the question of the ter- 
ritories, to move to insert territorial governments | 
on the bill, and you would thus raise the same 
question. Well, if this committee bring in a com- 
bined bill, any member of the Senate may move 
to strike out the territorial portions of the biii, and 
take a vote for the admission of California alone— 
so that, after all, we arrive at the opinion of the 
majority of the Senate in one way just as well as | 
in the óther, We cannotavoid the question of 

its separation and of the combination any way. 

lt must come up, and must come up in any way | 
that we proceed. Therefore, I do not think it of 

much importance, nor indeed of any considera. | 
ble importance, because it stands upon the ground 
of appointing a general committee to consider what 
is best to be done to allay the existing agitation, 
and to satisfy all parties, according to the usual } 
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the ‘ jj ture some scheme of compromise for the edjust- 
it either one way or the other, isgreatly overrated— |Í i 


| amendment of the Senator from Connecticut is re- 


; move, however, that the word “scheme” be | 


i additional reason has suggested itself to my mind 


| 
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our hearing, to authorize this committee toassem- | 
t ble for the purpose of making every effort to ma- | 


mentof all pending questions. All must be desirous 
of having the questions at issue adjusted, and to 
unite upon some scheme of adjustment that will 
not involve a sacrifice of our rights. Still, as my 
honerable friend from Massachusetts suggests, 
there may be some occasion for alarm in the par- | 
ticular terms of the resolution. After the pending | 


jected, as 1 doubt notit will be, we can modify the | 
original resolution where it speaks of a scheme of | 
compromise Iam perfectly willing to strike out 
the word ** scheme,” and insert the word « plan,” 
although I cannot understand how the phrase 
“scheme of adjustment” can imply the sacrifice 
of the rights of any portion of the Union. F will 


stricken out, and the word “ plan”? substituted. 
The modification was made accordingly. 
Mr. HALE. In looking over this resolution an 


against voting for it, which I wish to commend to 
some of my friends on the other side of the Cham- 
ber. Construing my oath to support the Consti- 
tution of the United States, I look upon it as one 
which binds me tosupport it entire in all its parts. 
Well, sir, there is no part of the Constitution in 
which some gentlemen, representing the slavehold- | 


proceeding in ordinary cases. I have no objec 
ton; something good may come out of it. They 
may express the opinion that it will not much, if li 
it should in any degree, facilitate the settlement of || 
these questions. We have got a question now || 
upon which to take the votes of the Senate, and ji 
see what is the opinion of the majority of the Sen- |i 
ale‘as to the separate or combined consideration of | 
these questions. I make these remarks merely to |; 
Prevent any unjust inference that may be drawn |! 


` and more earnest than they havein tha 


ing States of the Union, have been more zealous 


t construc- 
the States 
ection, and 
sometimes, 
of an object, we may 
consequences to which 


tion which confines slavery within 

strictly to the supervision, control, dir 
government of those States. Now, sir, 
in the ardor of the pursuit 
lose sight ef the ultimate 
it may tend, and it seems to me that my friend 
from Mississippi, who sits near me, [Mr. Foore,] 
in the ardor of his patriotic emotion to adjust those 


| 


great questions which are now agitating the coun- 
try, is in great danger of sacrificing-this vital prin- 
ciple of the Constitution, which I feel bound to 
sustain—that is, that the States have the entire 
control of slavery within their own hmits. Lam 
jealous of any legislation of Congress which shall 
tend to abridge that power of the States, and it 
seems to më that the resolution is obnoxious to 
this censure, because one “of the pending ques- 
tions growing out of the institution of slavery,” 
according to the resolutions which look to the 
organization of the Nashville Convention, is slave- 
ry in the States, and the slave trade between the 
States is another of them. 

Now, sir, this resolution undertakes to commit 
this delicate subject, which we ought all to be so 
careful to keep within the separate sphere of State 
legislation, to form a partof a consolidated scheme, 
It proposes to take up and make Congressional 
action of the whole. Why, I tremble for the in- 
stitution of slavery, when l think of the conse- 
quence of this proceeding, and of such action of 
this Congress. [Laughter.} Why, sir, it is to 
take away the whole ground—to knock our whole 
platform out from under us who have stood up 
and defended the institution of the Constitution 
against this system of general legislation. This 
committee is for a plan of adjustment, or a scheme 
of compromise for the adjustment, of all the pend- 
ing questions growing out ef the institution of 
slavery. One of the questiogs Sending when this 
resolution was introduced, was to enrol! the slaves 
in the militia of the United States. “Weil, under 
this resolution, the committee must take cognizance 
of that. 

Mr. FOOTE, ‘We adjusted that matter yester- 
d 


ay. 

Mr. HALE. Nevertheless it was one of “the 
pending questions”? when this resolution was in-. 
troduced. Another of “the pending questions” 
is the abolition of slavery in the States, another 
the abolition of the slave trade, and a great many 
| other questions of legislation, upon which those of 
us who have been strict constructionists have been 
so jealous heretofore, are all to be taken up and 
thrown into a general measure. Now, with what 
face can we rebuke those “ intermeddling fanatics” 
that come here with their printed petitions, asking 
us to interfere with these matters, if, by such a 
resolution as this, we have taken up all the sub- 
jects connected with slavery, without any excep- 
tion, and committed them to a committee of eight 
for adjustment? 

A Senator. Thirteen. 

Mr. HALE. A large committee of thirteen; 
that is worse still. For one, I am utterly opposed 
to it. 1 do not desire to have cognizance of any 
such things, What I have asked and always 
desived of the General Government, in relation to 
| the subject of slavery, is, hands off—let it alone. 
We do not want you to take cognizance of it, or to 
do anything with it. Leave it as the Constitution 
Jeaves it, and that is, as a State institution, sub- 
ject to State action. But the terms of the resolu- 
tion are indefinite; it does not tell what it proposes 
to refer, but is in the broadest terms in which it 
could be framed, ‘all questions.” Now, all the 
| Speculations in relation to the subject of slavery 
that have been started, or that it is possible for 
human ingenuity to conceive of, will, by the tenor 
of this resolution, be submitted to the committee. 
It seems to me to be one of the most dangerous 
grounds that the Government has ever taken, and 
one of the widest departures from the old system 
| of legislation, which used to prevail in the better 
days of the Republic, when it was said that the 
institution of slavery was left by the Constitution 
to the States, and that the General Government 
i had nothing to do with it. 

Again, sir: a good many gentlemen here think 
that Congress has no right to legislate over slavery 
in the territories. Well, the resolution instructs 
the committee to report a plan for the adjustment 
of that also, because it is certainly manifestly one 


} 


j of “the pending questions growing out of the 


institution of slavery.” l ask Senators to look 
to this matter. J ask the Senator from Michigan, 
[Mr. Cass,] who thinks we have no constitutional 
power to legislate for the territories on the subject 
of slavery, to be cautious how he votes for a reso- 
lution that will commit us to Federal legislation on 
the subject of slavery before we are aware of it. 
I trust we shall look at it a long time before we 
adopt anything of the sort. 
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Again, taking another view of the matter, I must 
be permitted to say that I concur entirely in the 
views taken by the Senator from New Jersey, | 
{Mr. Dayron,] who has expressed them much 
better and with much more force than I can do. 
I concur entirely with him. I say that this scheme | 
is unjust-——unjust to California, and unjust to the 
members of this Senate. If there are members 
here who think that there is a question before us 
on which they can vote, and vote understandingly, 
Task if it be just to them to take a measure of that 
kind, and mix it up with something else not analo- 
gous to it, and entirely foreign toit. Ihave heard 
out of this body—I do not know whether it is |: 
true or not—that a scheme is on foot to mix up 
with the question of slavery in the territories the |; 
question of putting an additional duty on iron. || 
{Laughter.] Ido not know why it would not be |! 
just exactly as fair to bring in the question of rais- 


ing the duty on foreign iron, and make it a part of |! 


a general scheme of compromising all questions, as 
it would be to mix up those that have been sug- | 
gested —the fugitive-slave bill, the territorial ques- 
tion, the boundaries of Texas, and so forth, I 
apprehend that it would be found more practicable 
to bring into the question the duty on foreign iron, || 
and make it contingent on our action on these || 
questions, than to do the same thing with some of |! 
these questions. These, sir, are some of the views, |! 
in addition to those which I suggested the otherday, 
which compel me to vote against the resolution. 
Mr. FOOTE. I do not rise to detain the Senate || 
by any lengthened discussion; but as the Senator |i 
from New Hampshire has several times presented |! 
the same view of the matter, without any reply |; 
from me, I trust the Senate will bear with me 
patiently while I make a short remark only in re- 
sponse to him. He complains that I have made | 
my resolution too comprehensive. I did so because 
the distinguished Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. 
Cxay,] in the beginning of the session, as I thought 
very appropriately, proposed, in a spirit of com- jj 
promise, and with a vicw to the adjustment of all | 
the questions which have caused the springing up 
of discord and unfraternal feeling between the two 
sections of this Union, that ail these questions || 


arising out of the institution of slavery should be || 
He |! 


settled or adjusted by us at the present time. 
submitted resolutions declaring it to be expedient 
that we should make proper efforts to adjust all the 
questions growing out of the institution of slavery, 
and accompanied the resolutions with a speech, 
the greater part of which I certainly approved of 
at-the time, and for which I was duly grateful to 
him. I believed then, and I believe now, that such 
a committee as the one proposed, might very well 
take into consideration all the questions which | 
have thus been productive of discord in the country, 
and either by bills alone, or by bills accompanied 
with a report, expressing their views upon the 
whole question, do much to settle these questions, 
to adjust these differences, and to restore and if 
secure concord and agreement once more in our ji 
midst. And yet, sir, | have constantly declared 
to my friends, that if they conceived the motion |; 
to be too comprehensive—and perhaps it may, |! 
under present circumstances, be so considered—t |: 
have not the least objection to limitit, according to |i 
the discretion of those friendly to the general | 
object. For one, I should be very willing that it || 
should be confined to the bill for the admission of ji 
California, the territorial bill, and the boundary | 
question between Texas and New Mexico; for I | 
believe that if these were settled, all the remaining | 
questions could be easily adjusted. I doubt not i! 
that the fugitive-slave bill will pass both houses || 
of Congress, and be satisfactory both to the South |! 
and to the North, though I confess that, at the time || 
1 brought forward the resolution, I did suppose |j 
there would be some difficulty about that subject, |! 
and it was my intention to have embraced it in |; 
the resolution. i : ani 
Mr. CLAY, (in his seat.) Let it remain as it is; |; 
there is no objection to the phraseology. 
| 


Mr. FOOTE. I understand that my friends 
desire that the motion should stand asitis. I will, | 
therefore, propose no alteration. I was about to 
read an amendment, in which I would acquiesce 
in a spirit of compromise. E wished to be under- 
stood that | should not stickie for phraseology. I 
desire to gain the substance for which we have 
been struggling, and I care nothing about words. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. In order to get a test ques- {| 
tion, I move to lay the subject on the table, i 


| be very unfair. 


i here. 


`- Mr: BENTON. Will the Senator withdraw it 
for a few moments? 
Mr. DOUGLAS. Certainly. 
The motion was accordingly withdrawn. 
Mr. BENTON. I wish to say, Mr. President, 
that what was said by the Senator from Massachu- 


' setts is fair enough in the abstract, but when you 


come to look into its operation, it will be found to 
He says it is competent for any 
Senator to move an amendment. Certainly it is; 
and when we come to take up the bill, it will of 
course be competent for any Senator to move an 
amendment by adding to it; and thus we shall 
have the expression of the sentiment of the Senate 
upon it at once. This mode will save a great deal 
of time, besides having the effect of getting at the 
sentiment of the Senate, which is a material point. 

The Senator from Massachusetts says it is not 
material whether the question of combining the 
different subjects is taken now, or after the report 
of acommittee. Sir, there is a very great differ- 
ence, both in parliamentary law and in practice. 
In the first place, if that committee goes out, it is 
to be apprehended that it will be composed of those 
who are determined upon one thing. If not, why 
struggle for the committee? The names of the 
proposed committee were read here some weeks 
ago. I wish they could be read again now, if the 


| list is convenient, as perhaps it might be seen that 


there will be a majority on that committee in favor 
of doing the identical thing in the committee room 
which the Senator from Massachusetts has refer- 
red to. There is a great difference in point of par- 


| liamentary law, and in everything, which side has 
i the onus, which side has the burden of proof, 


which side has to establish the affirmative. Sup- 


pose that, instead of taking the vote in the Senate, | 


where every Senator votes openly his own senti- 


| ments—and how Senators will vote I never in- 


quire—it is carried into a committee room, where 
there is known to be a majority in favor of the 
identical thing which is contemplated here now; 
they will make a conjunction of these subjects, 
and report a measure which has to be attacked 
The burden will then be thrown upon the 
other side. It will come with additional weight 
in its favor. After the feeling which has been 
created by spreading all over the land that this is 


! a committee of compromise, a committee of har- 


mony, a committee that is going to give peace to 
the distracted country, which is going to reconcile 
a nation of brethren to each other, and prevent 
them from cutting one another’s throats, whatever 
that committee may report, will come back before 


i the country as a healing measure, and whoever 
| goes against that healing nostrum, will be looked 


| peace, harmony, and conciliation. 


upon as a man in favor of dissension and against 
It is in that 
point of view, and in that character, that all those 


; will stand who shall oppose whatever this com- 


mittee shall report. We are equal now—shall 
we be equal then? The Senator from Massachu- 
selts says we are equal now, and that it is imma- 
terial which isdone. Then letitalone. We have 
a bill here now before the Senate, ripe for action, 


| on which there is no doubt, and on which we are 


even; let us take up that bill, and vote upon it in 
this Chamber, and not send it toa committee first. 
But, sir, it is not even; the struggle here for two 
months shows that itis not even. If the thing 
was even, why struggle to get it into this commit- 
tee? Why, sir, when we have a bill here, it is an 
injury to California to send her back and create 
delay by it. [tis an injury to her to mix her up 
with measures, some of them of a doubtful charac- 
ter; it is an injury to mix her up with such things, 
and an injury such as has never before been in- 
flicted upon any State. 

The Senator from Alabama says that California 
is not yeta State, buta territory. The Senator 
from Alabama will find that it would be as diffi- 
cult to send the State of California back into the 
territorial condition, as it would be to make a man 
back again into a boy. But you are endeavoring 
to make her come into the Union. in a circuitous 
manner—to make her purchase and buy the privi- 
lege of excluding slavery from her boundaries. 

Mr. KING. Tentirely disclaim, sir, any inten- 
tion of acting on the subject of California, either 
admission or non-admission, in reference to the 


H question of slavery, whether it is or is not prohib- 
| ited in her constitution. 
| for nearly all my friends. 


Ì believe I can disclaim it 


Mr. MANGUM. For all—for all. 


Mr. KING.: The only object Phave-in-view is, 
that as the subject-matter involved certain difficul- 
ties, it- might go to the committee for investigation, 
to see how far. we can get over those difficulties, 
and thus bring. California inta the Union without 
prejudicing the rights of other States. No indig- 
nity, certainly, is offered.to California; there is no 
disposition to do anything more than to. protect 
our own rights. 

I disclaim distinctly any intention, either directly 
or indirectly, or by any mode whatever, to operate 
against the admission of California in consequence 
of her having prohibited slavery.» I hold: that 
where a territory is organized with proper limits, 
the people have a right under the Constitution to 
say whether slavery shall exist there or not; and 
if they choose to prohibit it, we have no right to 
reject them on that account. 

Mr. BENTON. Good, sir. But why is this 
bill to be sent to another committee for considera- 
tion, when it has been already reported upon by 
one of the standing committees of the Senate? It 
is to be presumed that the chairman and the mem- 
bers of that committee have examined into all the 
questions involved in it, and have found nothing 
objectionable in it. : 

Now, Mr. President, if California is not to be 
required to do what. no other State has ever been 
required to-do, to purchase her way into the Union, 
to buy her way into the Union, to trade and 
traffic her way into the Union, why send her to 
this committee, to be boiled down with other 
measures, to get the essence out of the whole? 
I object to California having to purchase her way 
into the Union. There are certain compromises 
to which she is bound to agree by the Constitution 
of the United States, but outside of that we have 
no right to mix her with any system of measures, 
and make the question of her admission depend 
upon giving something there. : 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I now renew my moti 
lay the subject on the table. 


on to 


Mr. TURNEY. On that I call for the yeas and 
nays. 
Mr. FOOTE. It will be recollected that this is 


intended as.a test question, . 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, were as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Baldwin, Benton, Bradbury, Chase, 
Clarke, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, Dodge of 
lawn, Dodge of Wisconsin, Donglas, Felch, Greene, Hale, 
Hamlin, Jones, Miller, Norri; Phelps, Seward, Shields, 
Smith, Spruance, Upam, Wales, and Walker-—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Borland, Bright, 
Batler, Cass, Clay, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Dickin- 
son, Downs, Foote, Hunter, King, Mangum, Mason, Mor- 
ton, Pearce, Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, Soulé, Tumey, Under- 
wood, Webster, Whitcomb, and Yulee—238, 

So the motion was not agreed to. 

The question then recurred on the amendment. 

Mr. BALDWIN called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. BENTON. 1 have several times stated to 
the Senate that there are two or three points on 
which the Congress of the United States has no 
right to touch slavery at all. These points have 
been too often mentioned to need repetition, but I 
have embodied them in the shape of amendments 
which { shall offer, and I shall call for the yeas 
and nays upon each amendment, in order that my 
vote may stand recorded against giving to any 
committee of this body the right to take into con- 
sideration these questions. wae 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The question is 
now upon the amendment of the Senator from 
Connecticut. Does the Senator from Missouri 
offer his amendment to that amendment. 

Mr. BENTON. No, sir; I do not intend to 
interfere with that amendment. 

Mr. BRADBURY. Mr. President, I do not 
rise to enter into a general consideration of the 
questions involved in the resolutions before the 
Senate. Time enough has already been consumed 
in such discussions, and I-desire action. But be- 
fore I vote upon the amendment now pending, I 
feel bound to state the reasons for the vote 1 shall 
give, The Legislature of the State I have the 
honor in part to represent, have instructed me to 
vote for no bill for the organization of governments 
for the territories, unless such bill shall contain an 
express inhibition of slavery therein. I recognize 
the right to give such instructions, and I have no 
constitutional difficulty in the way of implicit obe- 
dience to them. I think it competent for Congress 
to give a government to our territories, and to pro- 
hibit slavery therein. It is a power that has been 
exercised from the foundation of this Government 
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tothe present day, a power that results from the 
Fight to: acquire; for if our Government can ac- 
quire; it must have the power to take care- of its 
acquisitions, to govern them, to make all necessary 
Jaws for them; and under the Constitution, Con- 
press must judge what laws are necessary. 
+ While instructed to vote and feeling bound to 
“vote forno bill which does not contain: a. prohibi- 
tion of slavery ;I am impressed with the conviction 
that the feeling of my constituents is. universal in 
favor of the immediate admission of California into 
thé Union as a State.. In this: opinion [heartily 
concur, and‘ think she should be admitted with- 
out‘delay. It is understood that one great object 
of the resclution of the Senator:from Mississippi 
is; to-have incorporated. into one bill the admission 
of California and territorial governments for New 
Mexico and Utah. If thatis done, the Senate will 
“perceive that T shall be placed in the position, by 
voting against the bill, to vote against California, 
which lam unwilling to do, or by voting for the 
bill, to vote against the explicit instructions of the 
Legislature of my State. Now, sir, 1 cannot vol- 
untarily place myself in this dilemma. 

One word more upon this subject. I think it 
due to truth to say, that while I recognize the right 
of Congress to prohibit slavery in the territories, 
for which we aré attempting to prepare govern- 
ments, I am not so fully impressed with the neces- 
sity of such prohibition under existing circum- 
stances as some gentlemen appear to be. I concur, 
mainly, with the honorable Senator from Missouri, 
[Mr. Benron,] who expressed the conviction that 
the “proviso,” as applicable to these territories, 
was a cloud without rain—an unnecessary enact- 
ment of a law that is already there. 

As practical men, we must. take cognizance of 
known facts. tis now perfectly understood that 
there is a decided and fixed majority in this body 
against the ‘ proviso.” This fact was declared the 
other day by the honorable Senator from Connecti- 
cut, [Mr. Smiru.] He reiterated it as well known 
and beyond all doubt. T'he admission of California, 
as is well understood, will add two more votes to 
that majority. We must then regard it as settled, 
that neither at this nor any future session can that 
‘measure pass this body. 

What, then, are the alternatives? Either non- 
action and no bill, or a bill giving a government, 
‘but without congressional prohibition of slavery 
in either case, Which course, then, is the best 
and safest to be pursued, and which ought to be 


is due to the country that questions which cause 
irritation and create sectional prejudice should be 
put to rest; itis due to a just regard for the pub- 
lic business. If not disposed of now, the future 
sessions of Congress will be occupied precisely as 
the present has been, and the general business -of 
the country entirely neglected. So long as these 
questions remain open, no other subjects can com- 
mand the calm and ‘dispassionate consideration of 
Congress. Non-action, then, is the worst possible 
policy that can be pursued. It settles nothing, 
gives no proviso, and leaves everything open for 


| future agitation, without. the possibility of any 


other practical result than that which would now 
be attained. . It will tend, moreover, to the prema- 
ture introduction of these territories into the Union 
as States.- 

I oppose the reference of this subject to a com- 
mittee for another reason. We havea bill before 


| us for the admission of California, and a bill for 


the government of the territories, both matured 


| with great care, and reported by the appropriate 


committee; and if a majority of the Senate should 
determine to unite the two measures in one bill, it 
would be infinitely better to do so, by uniting 
these bills, than to send the subject to a new com- 


| mittee to report another bill, which will require to 


be again examined and open new discussions. I 
think it better, therefore, to have action upon prac- 
tical measures already before the Senate. l beg 
Senators, favorable to the success of these meas- 
ures, and who wish them all to pass, to consider 


; whether, by their union. in one bill, they increase 
| the probability of their success? The test vote 


which any bill will have to encounter, is the pro- 
| viso, and that can as well be put upon the double 
| bill as the single one for the territories. Can any 
| good result, therefore, from this combination of 
| two subjects, so distinct in their character, and 
; which may compel Senators to vote against their 
convictions or their instructions? Certainly not. 
; California, moreover, presents stronger claims for 
immediate action than other territories, however 
urgent their case may be. We should consider 
the situation of a population of one hundred thou- 


sand inhabitants, coming from different quarters 
of the world, thrown together in large masses, 
| under circumstances of extreme exposure of fife 
| and property, without government having legal 
; sanction, and therefore without credit or authority 
| to procure the means to sustain those laws which 
| they have provided for their protection. The ex- 


adopted? The Senator from Missouri [Mr. Ben- 
ton] demonstrated a few days ago that slavery 
was prohibited in these territories at the time of 
onr acquisition of them, by the laws and Constitu- 


| gency of their case demands immediate action at 
i our hands, and they ought not to be subject to 
i that delay which would arise from a connection 
with other questions. Whatare the objections to 
the admission of this State? 


I have refrained, Mr. President, from engaging 
in the discussions which have occupied the Sen- 
ate almost exclusively since its commencement; 
and I now omit many remarks which under other 
circumstances I would like to make, confining my- 
self to the reasons of my vote, that we may have 
an immediate vote upon the question. 1 desire 
action. I desire the time to come when we can 
hear something else than the never-ending discus- 
sion upon the subject of slavery. 

The yeas and nays on the amendment were then 
ordered. A 

Mr. WEBSTER. I did not hear the amend- 
ments, presented by the honorable member from 
Missouri, which he intends to offer. I will thank 
the Chair to allow the Clerk to read them, if there 
is no objection. 

The Secretary read the amendments, as fol- 
lows: i 5 

Provided, That nothing iú this instruction shall be con- 
strued to authorize the said committee to take into consider- 
ation anything that relates to either of the four following 
subjects: oe 

1. The abolition of slavery within the States, 

2. The suppression of the slave trade between the States, 

3. The abolition of slavery within the forts, arsenals, 
dock-yards, and navy-yards of the United States. 

4. Abolition of slavery within the District af Columbia. 

And provided further, That said committee shall not 
take into consideration any question in relation to the snb- 
ject of domestic slavery in the United States, which shall 
not be specially referred to it by order of the Senate. 


Mr. WEBSTER. It is quite obvious that we 
are making no progress at all. The original mo- 
tion was for a reference. Now, the Senator pro- 
poses to instruct that committee, and there is work 
enough cut out to last that committee a fortnight, 
I really wish some gentleman, who has an interest 
in this subject, and has matured some plan, would 
make some motion, so that we can vote upon the 
reference of the resolutions of the honorable mem- 
ber from Tennessee, or that in some way we may 
dispose of them, and bring ourselves to the con- 
sideration of what is pertinent and german to our 
duties. This amendment of the honorable mem- 
ber from Missouri opens a great field for dis- 
cussion, and we shall make no progress. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That amendment 
is not pending. 

Mr. WEBSTER. . I understand the Chair very 
well, that that amendment is not now pending; 
but when the pending amendment is disposed of, 
the one way or the other, it will become pending; 
and I say, therefore, that there is a disposition to 
raise all possible questions upon this general ques- 
tion of reference; and if that be so, I do not know 
but that it would be better to proceed at once upon 
the bill for the admission of California; for really, 


i lt is said that Con- 
| gress did not authorize the formation of a consti- 
į tution. True; but it is in our power to ratify the 
l act of the people. Jt is said the South has been 
| excluded from the country, and has a right to 
j complain. In the convention which formed their 
| constitution, the South was fully represented, and | 
| both of the Senators elect, as well as the Gover- |! 
/ nor, were from that section of the Union, and can- 
| not be presumed to feel any other than the most |} 
| friendly sentiments in regard to every just meas- | 
| ure for the promotion of its interests. | 
It is alleged that there has been an improper in- 

terference on the part of the Executive in forming 
the State government. If this be so, the result 
shows a singular degree of magnanimity; for this |! 
interference has resulted in sending to cach house 
| of Congress two gentlemen opposed to every po- 
i law | litical principle of the Administration, and distin- 
by the same authority, which is the paramount guished for their adherence to the policy of the 
law of the land. It would therefore seem, that || Democratic party. 
slavery is as fully inhibited by the Mexican laws || One other remark before I conclude. 

i 

| 

H 

t 


tion of Mexico. Theselaws remain in force; and 
the proviso is now there, prohibiting slavery 
throaghout their entireextent. It is a well-settled 
principle of law, repeatedly recognized by the 
most eminent jurists, and by the Supreme Court, 
that upon the acquisition of territory by one gov- 
ernment from another, the political laws of that 
territory are changed, but the municipal laws re- 
main in force.’ Political laws are those which regu- 
late the relations between the people and their 
government. Municipal laws are those which 
regulate the relations of the inhabitants with each 
other, and nothing is more obvious than that the |} 
laws respecting slavery are embraced in the latter | 
class, Nor is slavery carried into these territories | 
by the Constitution of the United States; for if 
carried there by the force of that instrument, itis 
also extended into every territory and State of the 
Union, notwithstanding any law to the contrary, 


if we go on in this way, and are to discuss all 
sorts of questions under these ‘instructions to the 
committee, we shall be here a fortnight before we 
take the question on this reference. If there can 
he any way suggested to refer generally the reso- 
lutions of the member from ‘Tennessee, I shall 
continue to vote as I have voted. 1 wish these 
resolutions to go to a committee for consideration. 
Mr. FOOTE. Ido not wish to take any lead- 
ing part in this matter. So faras Tand a few other 
Senators are concerned, there will be no difficulty 
at all. As it regards the form of proceeding, { ‘ 
certainly am not very anxious that the instructions 
which T drew up should go to the committee. 
Such a committee as will be selected, will doubt- 
less be as fully able to act without instructions as 
with tbem, It has been supposed by some Sen- 
ators, who have looked into the maiter, that the 
resolutions of the honorable Senator from Ten- 
nessee are not quite so comprehensive as they 
should be, to give this committee a sufficiently 
wide scope for action. 1 would suggest, what I 
j think will readily be agreed to on all sides, that I 
am perfectly willing, instead of instructing the 
committee, the motion should be so modified as to 


; The prop- 
Senate is, to refer the resolu- 


a]! 


a new State 


as it could be by any act of Congress, l osition before the 


Again: we have seen the action of the people of || tions of the Senator from Tennessee, [Mr. Be. 
California upon this subject, and it givesassurance 


tbat th i iE ike hana which contemplate the erection of 
at these questions are safe inthe hands of the || from Texas; and this reference misht by impli | i i 

f m -jl } r 3 - 

people themselves. , ent, by implica- || submit the resolutions of the honorable Senator 


| tion, be regarded as giving the sancti k | fr i j i i 
: , . ri ’ givin ction of the Sen- |i from Tennessee, in conjunction with th f th 
| ; i ‘ g nth n= | ; j ose of the 
Again: ihe geographical character and insulated |! ate to the policy of admitting such State at this | honorable Senator from Kentucky, to this com- 
position of New Mexico and Utah forbid the | ume. While I concur in the remarks of the hon- || mittee of thirteen; leaving them, in the exercise of 
establishment of slavery there. They are so many | orable Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. Wes- || their discretion, to make such a report as the 
hundreds of miles from a market, that the cost of || STER,]| that at the rt es |i Sst. ill E 4 
l i } of | ’ a proper time, when there shail | may deem bèst. I am willing to accept the modi- 
transportation of agricultural products would in |! be the requisite population, and Texas shall ap- | 
ply, we shall carry out in good faith all the stipu- | and if so, I will move that the resolutions of the 


many cases exceed their value at the place of sale; |i aa Te ee 
and-slavery can only be profitable where the pro- |: lations upon this subject in the resolutions of |! Senator from Tennessee, and those of the Senator 
annexation, it 1s not for Congress to take the |! from Kentucky, should he referred to a committee 

Iniuative, and carve out States, without the request || of thirteen. 


ductions of its labor can find a market. 
L wish to add, that I desire to sec the questions ji 

| or assent of the State from which theyaretaken,and || The VICE PRESIDENT. It can only be done 

without the requisite population to authorize it. | by unanimous consent of the Senate. 
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that are disturbing the harmony of 
l l y of the countr 
and delaying the business of Congress settled. if i 
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Mr. FOOTE. I suppose there can be no objec- 
tion that I should modify my own motion. 

Mr. MANGUM. I will move, with the per- 
mission of the honorable Senator from Mississippi, 
an amendment to. his motion, that the resolutions 
offered by the honorable Senator from Kentucky 
[Mr. Cray] likewise go to the committee. 

Mr. FOOTE. I accept that amendment with 
great pleasure. f 

Mr. HALE. T want to know if the yeas and 
nays have not been ordered, and whether the 
motion can be withdrawn ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The yeas and nays 
have been ordered, and it cannot be withdrawn 
except by consent of the Senate. 

Mr. WEBSTER. There has been no ordering 
of the yeas and nays on the general question, if 
the instructions are withdrawn, then the amend- 
ment falls, of course. 

Mr. BELL. Every member proposing an 
amendment or resolution, has it in his discretion, 
before it is amended by vote of the Senate, 
and can modify or withdraw it; but after being 
amended once, it cannot be withdrawn. It seems 
to me there is no difficulty in this matter. If the 
Senator from Mississippi thinks proper to with- 
draw his motion, the amendment of the Senator 
from Connecticut falls, of course. . 

Mr. CHASE. | will inquire if this discussion 
is in order while a motion to lay on the table is 
pending? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair still 
thinks that, by the rule of the Senate, when a 
question is in the possession of the Senate, it can 
be withdrawn only by unanimous. consent. In 
the other house there is a different rule. On this 
account the Chair will be guided by what has been 
the usage of the Senate, if that can be ascertained. 

Mr. KING. The usage has been, without 
scarcely any departure from it, to permit any Sen- 
ator to withdraw a proposition before it is amend- 
ed or changed by the action of the Senate; but 
when this has been done, it is not within the power 
ofthe mover. Butif the Vice President is right, 
the majority can authorize it to he withdrawn. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question then 
is, whether leave shall be given to withdraw the 
motion to instruct the committee? 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FOOTE withdrew the instructions. 

Mr. FOOTE. [beg leave now to state, that I 
accept the amendment of the honorable Senator 
from North Carolina, and move that the resolu- 
tions of the Senator from Tennessee, and those of 
the Senator from Kentucky, be referred to a com- 

“mittee of thirteen. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Mississippi will please submit his motion to 
writing. 

Mr. BENTON. Isimply submit that we are 
losing time, for the same amendment can be of- 
fered to whatever motion is made. 

Mr. FOOTE. [think the Chair understands 
my motion. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair under- 
stands the motion of the Senator from Mississippi 
to be, to refer the resolutions of the Senator from 
Tennessee, and also those of the Senator from 
Kentucky, to a committee of thirteen. The ques- 
tion will be on this motion. 

Mr. BENTON. I move the same identical 
amendment to that, sir. 

A Senaror. What amendment? 

Mr. BENTON. The amendment offered by 
the Senator from Connecticut. 

A Senator. Let the amendment be read. 

The amendment was read by the Secretary, as 
follows: ` 

« But nothing in this resolution shall be construed to au- 
thorize the said counmittee to take into consideration any- 
thing that relates to the admission of the State of California 
into the Union.” 

Mr. BENTON. 
on that question. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and there 
were—yeas 26, nays 28. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question re- 
curs on the motion to refer. 

Mr. BENTON. I beg that the amendments 
that I sent to the table may now be offered. 

The amendments were again read, as given 
above. 3 


Mr. MANGUM. 


I ask for the yeas and nays 


I was about to remark, not 


| having participated in any portion of this discus- || 


sion, that there is not an individual with whom I 
voted upon the last call for the yeas and nays, who 
does not perfectly concur in the proposition enun- 
| ciated by the proposed amendment; and I call on 
every gentleman, inasmuch as this has. produced 
no practical result toward the ultimate settlement 
of this question, which I desire to see settled satis- 
factorily to all parts of the country—North and 
South, East and West—lI call upon each and every 
one of those admitting a perfect coincidence of 
opinion, to vote them down, as they are only cal- 
| culated to embarrass. 1 do not wish to extend my 
remarks; but I hope that we shall vote them down. 

Mr. CLAY. I was about to propose an amend- 
ment to the amendment, which I trust may meet 


; unanimous vote, as was obtained yesterday, when 
a similar proposition was made. I move to amend 
the amendment in the following manner: 

“ Provided, That by notbing herein contained shall the 
committee be authorized to take into consideration the two 
| following points.” 

I think it now reads: 
« Provided, That nothing in the motion contained shall 


any power in Congress on the four following points.” 


Then it will read that Congress has no power 
to touch slavery as it now exists in the States; no 
power to arrest the slave trade between the States; 
and on the third and fourth points which the Sen- 
ator has named, I believe the Senate has but one 
opinion. l move this amendment to his amend- 
ment; and I want Senators to affirm that there ex- 
ists in Congress no power to abolish slavery in 
any of the States of the Union, or to stop the 
slave trade between them; and-when we come to 
the latter clauses, I shall propose two other amend- 
ments. 

Mr. CASS. Allow me to request the honora- 
ble Senator from Kentucky to withdraw his mo- 
tion. J have some objection to it, as I had to his 
own resolutions. These are all abstract specula- 
tions, and are not to be determined by any com- 
mittee. 

Mr. CLAY. T am not going to give any opinion 
in any form, but it struck me that gentlemen, who 


vote against the instructions as proposed by the 
Senator from Missouri, would be placed in this 
embarrassing condition, that if they vote to have 
the committee take them into consideration, it 
would be an implication that Congress has the 
power to act on them, but by the adoption of my 
amendment, it will be coneeded that Congress has 
no power to abolish slavery in the States, or the 
slave trade between the States. However, I will 
withdraw the amendment. 

Mr. KING. I think the Senator from Missouri 
will see that his amendment now proposed is not 
applicable to the subject. There are no instruc- 
tions to the committee—none whatever. The 
proposition is, to refer the resolutions of the Sena- 
tor from Tennessee, and those offered by the 
Senator from Kentucky, to a select committee of 
ithirteen, to take into consideration the subjects of 
‘which these resolutions treat. Now, there are no 
“instructions that they should take into considera- 
stion anything else, and although I entirely concur 
in the view of the Senator from Missouri, that 
Congress has no power whatever to legislate on 
the subject of which these amendments treat, yet 
I suppose there are those who have entertained, 
and yet entertain, the opinion that they have power 
over one of the subjects, and perhaps over two. 
I could not myself vote against them, were they 
relevant to the subject; but Í do not consider them 
as relevant to the subject. No beneficial object 


ments; for though I think there is a decided ma- 
jority in regard to the two subjects, the others 
would lead to a division, and probably much 
debate. If the Senator perseveres in his amend 
ments, I shall certainly call for the vote on each 
subject, and give my vote in favor of the whole of 
them. Atthe same time, I know that there will 
be division in relation to the other two points. 
But why send to a committee to determine what 
we all believe and know is literally in violation of 
the Constitution of the United States, if they 
should attempt to take jurisdiction of it? The 
prohibiting of the slave trade between the States 
is a question over which it has been decided by 
the highest tribunal in the land that Congress has 


no power, As regards the abolition of slavery 


with she concurrence of the Senate, and obtain a 


be taken into consideration so as to affirm the existence of 


can be accomplished by pressing these amend- Í 


Ti 


within the forts, dock-yards,.and arsenals, that also 
comes under the same rule; and Í think, therefore, 
that under all the circumstances it is scarcely ger- 
man. to the subject, and perhaps, strictly. speak- 
ing, isnot in order. ae cig igo 

Mr. BENTON. I ask the clerk ‘to strike out 
the word “instructions,” and insert the word 
“ reference.” f ` a 

The amendment, as thus modified by Mr. BEN- 
i ToN, was then read, . 

Mr. BENTON. I wish to say to the honora- 
ble Senator from Alabama, that it was. with no 
view of embarrassing the Senate, or any member, 
| that I introduced this proposition, It was with 
i precisely the opposite view, and in accordance 
with what I said the other day, in the poor. re- 
i marks in which I gave my opinion tbat the 
speeches of individual Senators will go further to` 
guiet the country, than anything in the world 
which a committee can do; and it was with a view 
of having the question presented, so that the vote 
might be taken on each of these points, and for 
the express purpose of: letting the people of the 
| United States see that they have been alatmed 
without reason and against reason; that there is 
not the least foundation in the world for supposing 
that the Senate is going to interfere with the sub- 
ject about which they are so. alarmed, and. that 
there is no necessity for any scheme or contrivance 
to be hatched up to settle these questions. It is 
in the bosom of every Senator to speak out at 
once in a way to silence the agitation that exists 
in the country. Sir, what is that agitation caused 
by? Itis about the abolition of slavery in the 
Siates, and in the forts, and arsenals, and dock- 
yards in the bosom of the States, so situated as to 
make asylums for runaway negroes; the abolition 
of the slave trade between the States and in this 
| District, which is said to be an entering wedge for 
the accomplishment of the others. Now, sir, E 
know the country is alarmed about these things. 
We see it manifested in the resolves of public 
bodies. Ihave seen as good and candid people 
as there are on God’s earth laboring under the 
most serious alarm, and in the greatest nervous 
excitement, when they talked on the subject of 
| slavery, supposing that Congress was going to 
abolish slavery in the States. I endeavored to 
convince them that, whereas for sixty years Con- 
gress had done nothing on this subject, iher 
| should be satisfied that Congress would not touc 
it, and especially when there is abundant proof 
| that they will not exercise their undisputed powers 
| over it. 

It has, therefore; been my determination from 
the beginning, and is still, to obtain a vote in this 
body upon each of these four points, so as to re- 
i move the alarm which now exists in the country, 
i and Í have endeavored to frame them in such a 
way as to embarrass no one. | If you give reason 
for embarrassment, you must expectit; and as 
the Senator from Alabama thinks there may be 
embarrassment in voting on the question of the 
i| power of Congress to touch the subject of slavery, 
| I think that embarrassment will be removed by 
showing the fact that Congress does not authorize 
the committee even to think upon the subject. 

Mr. President, I rejoiced yesterday when 1 saw 
the honorable Senator from Kentucky add to the 
| long list of benefits he has conferred upon his 
| country another benefit by making that extraor- 
dinary motion. I think he was fully justified 
under the circumstances in making that motion, 
| because when that motion was mate, it imphed 
| not merely that the measure ought not tu pass—it 
|| implied not merely that we could give no parlamen- 
|| tary sanction to such a measure—but it rebukes 
ij it as an improper thing. The motion to reject 
|; them is a strong one, and I think it was strongly 
made yesterday; and I do hope that the same 
motion will be made upon cach class of petitions 
which come here.to annoy us on the subject—one 
| motion of the same kind upon each class. And it 
| is my opinion that the motion made yesterday in 
| the Senate, in which the Senator spoke for himself 
| and upon thæ spot, will have more influence upon 
| the public mind than all the -arrangements that can 
| 
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| be made by committees, and that. will be. precisely 

|| the effect if this amendment is adopted. Sir, when 
the thing is carried intoa committee, and considered 

| there, especially when the word “ compromise” is 

{i used in connection with it, there is a belief among 
the people that there was a giving and taking—that 

the people are to be brought together by mutual 
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“inch ‘there, and that at last a compromise is made 
‘up: Butthe-idea is, that itis a reault made up by | 
Some sort of patch-work, eich yielding something 
to the ‘other. How different; then, when every 
Senator ‘stands in.his place, and speaks at once | 
when his name is ‘called, and speaks from his 
heart, and bares his heart to the view of the coun- 
‘try, and lets ‘the country see what he feels—that he 
is'leading nobody and is led by nobody—that he is 
_ by speaking the sentiments of a man alike unawed 
the frowns and whinfluénced by the smiles of any. 
: (Now, itis my design to have a vote of the Sen- 
‘fate upon each of the four ‘great subjects which 
‘agitate the country.” ‘I have paid some attention 
‘to them ally.and it seems the total ‘abolition of 
slavery is to be got at the end of a series of meas- 


ures leading. to it, especially the slave trade be- | 


‘tween the States and the abolition of slavery in the 
forts, the arsenals, and the dock-yards. Sir, upon 
this latter subject, as well as upon the other, no 
thought has ever been entertained by any haman 
being that I know of that Congress designs to 
legislate. So far from abolishing slavery within 
the grounds occupied by the United States for 
erections for military and naval purposes, so far 
as I know, Congress has never legislated upon 
these subjects at all. They are all in the same 
category with the abolition of slavery in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. Exclusive jurisdiction is given 
to Congress over such ground as is given for the 
seat of Government, and for other specified pur- 
‘poses; but, sir, 1 do not recollect that Congress has 
ever exercised jurisdiction in a single case. 

And does not that stand as an argument that 
Congress has no desire to meddle with the States 
at all? ‘Phere are perhaps two or three hundred 
concessions by the States; there is an immense 
number of them; and I do not recollect that Con- 
gress has ever interfered with thempin the slightest 
degree. 

Then, Mr, President, with respect to the aboli- 
tion of slavery in this District, E am one of those 
that believe it is covered by the constitutional 

ower of Congress. I am one of those who be- 
ieve, from the foundation of the Government to 
the present day, that it ought not to be touched 
while’slavery exists in the States from which the 
District was ceded. And surely Congress has 
shown no disposition to touch it. I declare to the 
Senator from Alabama that I have no desire to 
embarrass, and I see no earthly objection that can 
be made to this amendment. My object is, that 
we shall all vote together, and I believe we shall 
vote unanimously on this: question, because it 
leaves every gentleman free to vote as he pleases. 
I believe the vote of the Senate will be unanimous 
upon the great points as to the abolition of slavery 
in the States, the ports, dock-yards, and arsenals, 
and nearly unanimous with regard to the power 
to abolish it in the District of Columbia. I be- 
lieve that; and I believe, as I must repeat again 
and again, that it will have a better effect to quiet 
the country and restore harmony than all the com- 
pacts prepared by any committee. Let us all vote 
together, and we shall silence agitation. I believe 
that is the way to quiet agitation in the country. 

Now, Mr. President, the Senator from Ken- 
tucky thinks it is nothing to send these questions 
to a committee, because the committee wi 
against them. I do not agree to that, 
nothing to give jurisdiction? 
the example of giving the right 
subject, when L myself will not think upon it, and 
when this body will not think upon it? It will be 
creating real cause for alarm among the people in 
the States when they find any committee vested 
with jurisdiction on the subject of slavery. No 
committee, I care not on what side of the line, 
should have jurisdiction of it. 


| 
| 


Il report | 

Is it | 
Is it nothing to set 
to think upon the 
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after. Ihave no desire to depart from what has 
been the practice of the Government from its foun- 
dation to the present time. 

Now, if we vote to lay this on the table, I shall 
ask the 
It is with that view that I have offered this amend- 
ment. T have offered this as my compromise; I 
have offered it as my peace-maker, my healer, 
Teatorer—as my balm of Gilead; it is to leave 
hearts of the Senators, 
‘Side and see what is i 
there is no cause for a 
Want to.show. 


the : 
and let the people look in- : 
n them, and they will see : 
gitation, and that is what I: 


‘concessions, by giving an inch here, and taking im || 


T have no idea of | 
setting an example which can be followed here- | 


eas and nays upon each of these points. |. 


my | amendment 


j z ł 
Mr. WEBSTER. I regret that the Senator || 
from Missouri should think it expedient or useful 
to attach these propositions of amendment to the 
general question of reference. It is quite evident, j 
as I have once or twice before said to-day, that if | 
we make all these questions upon a mere matter 
of the reference of these resdlutions, these qpes- 


i 
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keeping ‘the main question of the admission of ; 
California in the mean time in abeyance. I ac- Í 
knowledge that I consider the reference of the 
i| resolutions to a committee rather a collateral pro- | 
ceeding. It is but yielding to a suggestion, that 
some good may come from it witha view of quiet- | 
ing the agitation which exists. And the honora- 
| ble member will allow me to suggest, that it has 
already been intimated by the chairman Of the 
Committee on Territories, that to-morrow morning | 
he will call u 
fornia. | 
Mr. BENTON, (in hisseat.) I will-vote forit. | 
Mr. WEBSTER. Ishall vote with the Sena- | 
| tor for taking up the subject, and the Senator from 
Mississippi has promised to do the same. Then 
why does the Senator wish to use more time, and 
pursue a course likely to throw embarrassment 
upon this collateral measur , this trial for peace 
and harmony, by bringing up these most difficult 


i 


tions may be the subjects of debate for many. days, | 


i 


p the bill for the admission of Cali- || 


liberality toward the Senator from Illinois, on yes- 
terday morning to say to him, that so far as | was 
concerned, he could introduce the California bill 
first, with the understanding that no opposition 
was to be presented to the amendment expected to 
be proposed by the Senator from Kentucky, by 
the introduction of the territorial bill, and that Ñ, 
for one, was not willing to give up the scheme of 
raising the select committee, but to postpone action 
upon it, so far as I was concerned, for aday or two, 
| indeference to the Senator from Hlinois, whe seems 
| perhaps not justly treated by us, in referring to the 
| Select committee of thirteen a matter which he 
| himself, as chairman of the Committee on territo- 
| ties, had reported upon. These are the facts of 
| the case. I have no hesitation in saying that, so 
far as I am concerned, I am willing to take up the 
California bill, with a view to bringing im as an 
amendment the territorial bill, and otherwise 
amending it. ‘Fo this end my vote shall be given, 
provided always that this can,be effected without 
in the least degree interfering with the action of the 
| committee of thirteen. 

Mr. BUTLER. If this matter is to take the 
course indicated, I am satisfied that the result will 
he that the committee will gravely deliberate on all 
the subjects spoken of, and. that, while the com- 
mittee is out, the California bill will be taken up 


| and embarrassing questions, the whole of which 
|| we have got to meet? Iwas sorry that my friend 
i; from Connecticut attempted to refer the matter 
with instructions, and what I have seen to-day but 
confirms me in the opinion that California makes 
no advance toward admission while we are dis- 
cussing these questions which run over the whole 
subject of constitutional law. Everything con- 
tained in the Constitution in any way relating to 
slavery comes up under a subject of that kind. 
appeal to the judgment of the Senator whether 
į there is any utility in this? I have not the power 


i| the Senators from Kentucky and Tennessee may 
not be considered in a spirit of some kindness, and 
i with some disposition to settle the agitation of the 
country, why then we make more excitement than 
weallay,and more difficulties than we compromise. 
I wish those resolutions to be disposed of. 1 think 
it better that they should be, and that leaves noth- 
ing on our hands; and unless to-morrow we begin 
with the deficiency bill, which my friend from 
New York has in charge, I am ready at once to 
take up the bill admitting California. Then we 
shall have something before us, to which al} sorts 
of amendments cannot be presented, because none 
ip can be considered that are not in some way or 
;-other connected with the subject. I only wish 
i| therefore to get rid, if we can, of these series of 
| Propositions to amend, and then let the resolutions 
|| be referred or not, and proceed to take up the Cali- 
fornia bill immediately. 
» Mr. FOOTE. I only rise to explain what might 
|, otherwise be misapprehended, in the remarks just 
| made by the Senator from Massachusetts. It ig 
|| perfectly true, as the Senator states, and I author- | 
i! ized him in conversation this morning, to say 
| what I have before said in debate, that I would 
| vote for the motion to take up the California bill | 
| whenever it was made. 
| Senator will do me the justice to say, that I de- 
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į to stop it, of course; but if these propositions of || 


At the same time, the | 
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|i good at putting questions, 


and disposed of by the Senate, 


| Mr. FOOTE. It cannot be reached before 
! Monday. 
i Mr. BUPLER. Idonot know how long the 


: committee may be out. 
‘Mr, FOOTE. We egn propose the amend- 
ments to the bill, then. ` 

Mr. BUTLER. I have understood from the 


i beginning, that the great object to be attained was 
| 


this, to use an illustration: there were three ves- 
: sels at sea—one of them (California) was strong 
i enough to carry the other and weaker vessels into 
port, if connected with her. California was a 
i large and safe ship, and the other smaller boats in 
| danger were to be attached to her, and she would 
carry them all safely into port. This F have all 
along understood to be the object. California was 
to be used for a beneficial, a generous purpose, 
and I had resolved to throw no obstacle in the 
way—without, however, giving up any objection 
I might have entertained. But now, according to 
the course indicated, I find that the committee ig 
to be deliberating in the committee room while the 
| Senate is to take from them the most important 
| matter—the consideration of the California bill, 
| That would indeed be taking the oyster and leave 
ing the shell. { do not certainly understand what 
j is to be referred to them, if the Senate is still to 


i| go on and consider the California bill; and if such 


| is likely to be the result, I am ready at once to 
| move to lay this whole subject on the table. 

i Mr. BENTON., The Senator from Massachu- 
| setts has made an appeal to me in the spirit of 
i candor, and I desire to reply to him in the same 


|| Spirit, and to give him a reason for what I do. 


i Now, it is certain that the agitation which has 
| existed in one part of the country during the past 
| summer—I do not wish to allude to anything 
i which will have the slightest effect on the feelings 
| of any gentleman, and I allude to it for no such 
| purpose—but itis incontestable that this agitation 
i was produced by a certain address from members 
| of Congress here. Now, what produced that ad- 
i dress, and the meeting of members of Congress 
; by whom it was reported? ‘It was a motion to 
‘abolish slavery in this District. Sir, that is the 
| root of all the trouble which the country has 
felt, and it is for that purpose I want that vote of 
the Senate which I Know will quiet the agitation. 
It is for that purpose, and for no other. But the 
Senator from Massachusetts asked me a question. 
| He comes from a quarter of the Union in which, 
| according to the wisdom of Dr, Franklin, they are 
I do not come from 
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clared to him and to others that in doing so, it was 
| thing that would in the least degree interfere with 
he action of the select committee raised. 
$| Mr. FOOTE. If it be a practical thing, in the | 
_ course of parliamentary proceeding, to take up the | 
i tion and amendmént, while that very subject is be- | 
i) fore the committee of thirteen, I have 
| though it certainly seems to me to be inconsistent | 
with parliamentary law, and a very inexpedient | 
{i with an understanding that has existed for some 
| days past to this effect. - The Senator from Ilinois | 
HI 
when the Senator from Kentucky was to present |: 
ias an amendment to that bill the territorial bill, j 
f » the bill settling the Texas boundary 
: question; so that we should have all the measures 
i 
| before us. 1 saw no objection to that plan of || 
; operations, if the committee was not raised. I did 


; not my intention, nor could I consent, to do any- 
Mr. WEBSTER, (in his seat.) Certainly. 
|, California bill as a separate measure for considera- 
f no objection, | 
| 
and improper course. All this was in connection 
| 
| [Mr. Doveras] was to call up the California bill, i 
:! and some other Senator was to present, as another 
likely to be considered by the committee properly | 
i myself the justice, in the exercise of courtesy and 


i a slouch at putting a question myself. 


that part of the Union, but I am not absolutely 
The Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts wishes to know why I 
will persist in these amendments, when no practi- 
cal consequence, as he thinks, is to result from it? 
I ask him why, on the other side, they will per- 
sist in sending these matters to a committee, when 
no practical consequence isto result from it? I put 
the question to him, and his action is precedent for 
it, why persist in sending these questions to a com- 
mittee, when the adoption of the amendments I 


propose, which find a response in the heart of 


1850. 


every Senator, will quiet this agitation beyond the 
possibility of any human being to reéstablish it ? 
` Mr. HALE. As these resolutions are very much 
modified since they were introduced, and as I now 
understand the motion. is merely to refer to the 
committee the resolutions of the Senators from 
Kentucky and Tennessee, I move to refer them to 
the Committee on the Territories. I: believe that 
has precedence over a select committee; and on 
that motion [ask the yeas and nays. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion has 


priority. 
Mr. CLAY. Is the motion in order? 
The VICE PRESIDENT. I think it is. 
Mr. CLAY. | think not. The pending ques- 


tion ison the amendments offered by the Senator 
from Missouri. After that has been decided, then 
the Senator from New Hampshire may move as 
he has, but until then he is not in order. 

Mr. HALE. I desire to suggest, that itis com- 
petent to refer the resolutions and amendments to 
the Committee on the Territories. My motion is to 
do that; and I think it will be found in order, under 
the 35th rule of the Senate. It is not necessary 
that the amendments should be adopted. It is 
enough that they are simply proposed. . 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Here is a motion 
made to commit. to-a select: committee with instfuc- 
tions, and it is the impression of the Chair that 
these instructions only relate.to that motion; there- 
fore, when a Senator moves to refer a subject to a 
standing committee, a motion which has priority, 
it does not necessarily include the instructions. 

Mr. HALE. I hope the Senator fron Mis- 
souri will withdraw his amendments, and let us 
decide whether this matter shall go to a select or 
standing committee, 

Mr. BENTON. I wish to say a word before 
this matter goes further. It ig, to reiterate the dec- 
laration, that I am doing nothing here to wrong 
any person, or to wrong or delay the Senate; and 
1am willing to do anything the Senate may de- 
sire—to adjourn until to-morrow, and finish the 
matter up then, after we have reflected upon what 
is best to do, or to go on now. i 

Mr. DICKINSON. I hope we shall not adjourn 
until we finish this matter. If we do, it will occu- 
py another day. 

Mr. BENTON. I have made no motion. 

The yeas and nays were then ordered on the 
motion of Mr. Hare. 

Mr. FOOTE. l have a suggestion to make, 
which, perhaps, is unnecessary, as the matter 
must be obvious to the whole Senate. The great 
object of the committee of thirteen was to embody 
a moral influence in favor of some plan of settle- 
ment.which it is hoped may havea good effect 
here and elsewhere, and that is not to be attained 
by referring this matter to the Territorial Com- 
mittee. It was supposed that a report from a 
committee of thirteen of the most distinguished 
men of this body—I speak without indelicacy, for 
J have expressly declined being on the committee 
myself—would have the most beneficial moral in- 
fluence. It would not only be a combination of 
moral influence, so far as thóse thirteen gentlemen 
were concerned, but also of the whole moral in- 
fluence of the committee. 

Now, will not such a course have an effect here, 
in the other House, and upon the couniry at large, 
of the most beneficial character? And will it not 
enable Senators and members of the other House 
to vote more boldly, and resolutely, and safely, 
for measures perhaps somewhat distasteful, as 
they might have reason to suppose, to their con- 
stituents, when they are authorized and enabled to 
declare that they voted as they did upon the coun- 
sel and example of distinguished gentlemen, whose 
reputation and influence pervade the whole land. 

Mr. DICKINSON. k-suppose this motion of 
the honorable Senator from New Hampshire car- 
ries the amendment of the Senator from Missouri 
with it. He bas the right to move thus to carry 
the amendment, arid I understood him so to move. 
Am l right? J 

Hr. HALE. T took the amendments on a prin- 
ciple of compromise, because they were not with- 
drawn. [Laughter.] i 

Mr. DICKINSON. I was going to say that I 
should like to vote for the resolutions of the Sen- 
ator from Missouri, with slight modifications. Tt 
is merely reaffirming the Constitution; and I think 
itis about time that it was reaffirmed. [Laughter] 

Mr. CLEMENS. I shall vote against this 


e 


| motion, because, like the Senator from Né 


e Hamp- 
shire, I-want tó vote on the proposition submitted 
by the Senator from Missouri. think that Sena- 
tor will find he is mistaken, and that the ‘Senate is 
not so unanimous as he supposes. At all events, 
I desire to put the matter to the test, and then I 
am ready to move to lay the whole matter on the 
table. : l 

The motion to refer the whole subject to the 
Committeo on the Territories was rejected, as fol- 

ows; 

YEAS—Messrs. Baldwin, Benton, Bradbsry, Chase, 
Clarke, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, Dodge 
of Jowa, Dodge of Wisconsin, Felch, Greene, Hale, Ham- 
lin, Jones, Miller, Phelps, Seward, Shields, Smith, Upham, 
and Walker—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Borland, Bright, 
Butler, Cass, Clay, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Dickin- 
son, Douglas, Downs, Foote, Hunter, King, Mangum, 
Mason, Morton, Pearce, Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, Soulé, 
Spruance, Turney, Underwood, Wales, Webster, Whit- 
comb, and Yulee—31. : 

The question then recurred on the amendment 
of the Senator from Missouri. s 

Mr. CLAY. Irecur, sir, to the first impression 
I had with regard to disposing of these proposed 
instructions. I will not go through the whole of 
them, but in order to make myself more clearly 
understood, I will read a portion. It now stands: 

“ Provided, That nothing in this reference shall be-con- 
strued to authorize fhe said committee to take into consid- 
eration anything that relates to either of the four following 
subjects: Ist, the abolition of slavery within the States.” 

This is sufficient for my purpose. Now, if we 
vote against these instructions, which I for one am 
prepared to do—for I am not easily alarmed at any 
erroneous implication~—if we vote against them, it 
will be an implication that we supposed there was 
some power, for instance, over the abolition of 
slavery in the States, when there is not a member 
in this body, I hope, who thus thinks; and the 
result may be, to continue tke agitation and pro- 
duce excitement in regard to individual Senators, 
and perhaps to, the body. To avoid any such 
implication, I propose to modify the several in- 
structions of the Senator from Missouri, by making 
them read as follows: 

& Provided, That nothing in this reference shall he con- 
strued to assert or imply the existence of any power what- 
ever in Congress for the abolition of s} very within the 
States, nor the suppression of the slave-trade between the 
States, nor that Congress ought to abolish slavery within 
the forts, arsenals, dock-yards, and navy-yards of the United 
States, nor that Cong vught lo abolish slavery within 
the District of Columbia.” 

I propose this as an amendment to the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Missouri, and have un- 
derscored in his amendment what I desire to have 
stricken out. Now, in that form I trust we shall 
have a vote on it in the Senate to-day, approach- 
ing in unanimity that which we’ had on another 
subject yesterday. Indeed, I do not see how any 
Senator can vole against this amendment. I call 
for the yeas and nays upon it. 

Mr. BENTON. I heard distinctly the amend- 
ment all but the last proposition, 

Mr. CLAY. It relates to the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr. BENTON. And says nothing about con- 
stitutional power? ` 

Mr. CLAY. No; U worded it.so especially, 
because there is a difference of opinion on that 
subject. 

Mr. BENTON. Well, I believe that the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Kentucky and my own 
come to the same point. I believe so. 

Mr. CLAY. Wiil you adopt it, then, if you 
agree with me? $ 

Mr. BENTON. That is what it seems to me, 
and approving of my own, 1 do not desire to 
waive it. 

Mr. CLAY. Ah! 

The amendment of Mr. Cray was then read. 

Mr. SEWARD. laska division of the ques- 
tion. 

Mr. BENTON. The extreme disposition I 
have to get on harmoniously, disposes me to adopt 
the amendment of the Senator from Kentucky. It 
is not, however, as strong as the amendment I 
offer... My object is to prevent the committee 
taking any jurisdiction of those subjects; the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Kentucky permits the 
committee to take jurisdiction, and at the same 


And while I certainly prefer my own, I can see no 


to do nothing in the world on ghe subject 


time denies them the power to do anything.: 


objection to a reference which tells the committee’ 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Is the Senator from | 


upon'me. © Jti 
Mr. DAVIS, 


up harmoniously and understandingly toatl. © 
telligibility and harmony, that is all L-wish..- : 

Mr. FOOTE... There® are, no doubt, “several. 
Senators who are desirous of postponing and - 
avoiding action. : 

-Mr. DAYTON. Mr. President—~ 

Mr. CASS. Will the Senator allow me? 

Mr. DAYTON. Pärdòn me. $ 

Mr. CASS.: My: desire is merely to move an 
adjournment. Uey Tergat d EnA a e iets 

Mr. DAYTON. Pardon me; IL-wilt anticipate 
the Senator-in that pleastire.: T only-desire:to. say. 
that, according to my understanding of the amends 
meutof the Senator from Kentucky, he has changed: 
in tolo the character of the original’ resoluti 


d Bjr 
and- reversed; according to my understanding;the 
object proposed by the Senator from:Missouri.: 

Mr. CLAY, (in bis seat.) That -is: precisely 
what I wanted. : Pg Santa se 

Mr. DAYTON. I think: obviously. there’ is 
either'a misunderstanding.on the:part of the-Sen= 
ator from Missouri, or on the part of the Senator 
from Kentucky, as to the operation of this amend- 
ment; and as it isa matter of some little import- 
ance, and the usual hour has long since arrived, ‘I 
move an adjournment. e 

Mr. DICKINSON. Tshope the. Senator. will : 
withdraw the motion for a moment... Ifso} [will 
renew it. Sana 

Mr. DAYTON. Certainly. : 

Mr. DICKINSON. J suppose there-is none- 
cessity of an adjournment to ‘understand - this 


SL a 


i question.. All must perceive at once the-difference 


between the two amendments. The Senator from 
Missouri moves to deny to the committee jurisdic- 
tion over certain subjects, not saying whether 
Congress has any power over them or not. The - 
Senator from Kentucky moves to amend that ~ 
amendment by denying: the constitutional power: 
to acton a part of these suljects,and ayijgof 
the: residue that Congress ought no! (i: that-is > 
all the difference there is between 
is very desirable: that’ this question: ae 
minated this evening, for ifstis-not; the result will 
be, that all of to-morrow. will ‘be ‘consumed: in ‘ita: 
consideration: = L hope the vote'will be takennow, 
In order to redeem my pledge to my friend from 
New Jersey, | renew the motion. to. adjourn, 
though I shall vote against it, and hope it-will-be 
defeated. i ae : Bs eus 
Mr. HALE. J ask forthe yeas‘and-nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered, and ‘the. mo- 
tion to adjourn. was rejected. nae pedo 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is ‘on 
the amendment of the Senator from Kentucky; or 
is the Senator from Missouri understood to accept 
of that amendment? : 
Mr. BENTON. Yes, sir; it is not so strong as 
my own, yet I will accept of it. Iam for harmony 
and compromise. : : vs 
Mr. CLAY. Ah! very well. ‘ 
°*Mr. UPHAM. L ask that the vote ma 
taken on each proposition separately. < : 
Mr. BENTON. I ask for-the-yeas and. nays 
Mr. CHASE, The question now is understood - 
to be on the amendment of the Senator from Ken-- 
tucky. A great variety of amendments have been 
| proposed here; upon: which we are required to.vote 
seriatim or altogether, for the purpose of compel- 
ling a deliberate expression of this body at this 
time and ander these “circumstances... Now, I 
apprehend that" the-value of an expressionsthus 
obtained is vastly-overrated. I have.said -already 
that Tdo not ‘believe Congress: has. the constitu- 
‘tional’ power 10 legislate on the subject of slavery 
in-the States..-L hold that opinion; but: if ahis 
question:.is forced now, ‘I shall vote against every 
ong, of these propositions... Why force it now? 
Why force a question here-which can turn-out in 
‘no profitable result; which can give no satisfaction 


; or information to. the country, which. will benefit 


-ovariety of abstract questions. put.upon us, in re- 
‘gard to the powers of Congress under the Consti- 


.which is merely the assertion that there is no jj 
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nobody, and which, so. far as the expression of 
the. opinion of the: Senate is concerned, is per- 
fectlyworthless ? We have changed the whole 
character of the subject under consideration. But 
a:moment since-we were discussing whether-we 
should join California with the territorial bill, and 
with some. bill. for the adjustment of the Texan 
boundary; and now, all at-once, we have a great 


tution. Ba ease 

Well, if we are to’ meet these questions, let us 
debate them, and debate them fully. Let us not 
pass allat once.and ina hurry upon. questions of 
this magnitude, -It seems to me every Senator 
must now, be convinced that this mode of proceed- 
ing can result. in no practical good. Upon every 
practical question every Senator I apprehend is 
ready to vote, and give his yea or nay where it 
Will count.. But we now have no practical ques- 
tion before us, and it is perfectly obvious that, if 
we persist in the course which seems to have been 
marked out, the result will be only delay and con- 
fusion. And after all, to-morrow we shall have 
the California bill before us, and thus nothing is 
gained. by anybody, except the excitement and 
difficulty. of to-day. I move to lay this whole 
subject on the table. 

Mr. MANGUM. I hope the Senator will with- 
draw the motion for a moment. 

Mr. CHASE. Certainly, if you will renew it. 

Mr. MANGUM. Mr. President, I had sup- 
posed that every Senator was fully prepared to 
voteon this proposition, as accepted by the Senator 
from Missouri. I am perfectly willing and ready 
to vote forany one of them. I had no objection 
to them in their original form, except that I thought 
it would rather embarrass and retard our ultimate 
action. : 

Sir, I was gratified to perceive in the Senator 
from Missouri that spirit of cordiality and sense of 
public duty, in regard to the adjustment of all these 
questions, in which I understood him to accept the 
very reasonable propositions (as I conceive them) 
contained in the amendment of the Senator from 
Kentucky. 1 in the same spirit will vote most 
cheerfully for every one of them. I stand engaged 
to renew the motion to lay on the table; I do it 
under that obligation, though I shall vote against it. 

Mr. WEBSTER. Will the Senator withdraw 
it to allow mea word? 

Mr. CHASE, Certainly. 

Mr. WEBSTER. Here is the difficulty in 
voting for the proposition of the Senator from 
Kentucky, It introduces topics of a very grave 
nature, on which one does not wish to be called to 
give an opinion which may not be in conformity 
with the sentiments of those who place him here, 
and which he may do well to consider. Now, the 
last proposition in the amendment is, that Congress 
ought not to abolish slavery in this District. 
not wish to express my opinion upon that subject | 
until the measure comes before us. I am quite 
unwilling, without any opportunity to discuss it 
one way or the other, to affirm or deny the propo- 
sition. If it was on the question of constitutional 
power upon which we were called to vote, I am 
ready to meet the question, and have been for ten 
years; but to say whether we ought or not to 
exercise that power, it seems to me ts inappropri- 
ate. The Senator from Kentucky himself, very 
properly, when pursuing his own line, confined 
his views of the service of the committee to three 
topics; and I am not prepared to vote on any other 
topics except those. : 

Mr. CLAY. After what has been said by my 
friend from Massachusetts, 1 will conclude one or 

two remarks by moving an adjournment, for cer- 
tainly I would not press any gentleman to vote 
npon any subject to which he has not given a full 
consideration. The Senator, however, must re- 
member that I should be glad to get rid of all these 
obstructions if I could, but the Senator from Mis- 


souri proposed a series of instructions which, taken || 


in the form in which he presents them, would lead 
to embarrassment and misconception in the coun- |} 
ty. Weil, by way of amendment, I have made 
a proposition (which he, I am glad to say, has ac- į; 
cepted) containing certain modifications, one of | 


fi 
t 


ower, express or implied, in the Congress of the |; 
nited States, to abolish slavery in the States. |! 


Ido | 


slave trade between the States—two propositions 
upon which I am perfectly sure the Senator from 
Massachusetts and myself concur. The third is 
neither- asserting-nor denying the power, but using 
language which any gentleman, whether he dis- 
putes or admits the power, may very properly, I 
think, without any inconsistency vote for—that 
is, that Congress ought not to abolish slavery 
within the District, I do not-say that there is no 
such constitutional power; on the contrary, my 
opinion is perfectly coincident with that of the 
Senator from Massachusetts. .. I believe Congress 
has the power, but I have always said there was, 
in the nature of the case, an implied good. faith, 
that the power which the broadness of the lan- 
guage of the Constitution conveyed ought not to 
be exercised. That is my view. And so in re- 
gard to the forts, arsenals, and dock-yards, &c., 
where some despicable men talk about abolishing 
slavery, and where there is none. l suppose the 
whole amount of this kind of property would not 
amount to more than one hundred acres of land, 
and that there are no slaves upon it, except those 
who are daily hirelings from time to time, accord- 
ing to the exigencies of the public service. But 
with this explanation, which I am sure will be 
accepted in the amicable spirit in which it is made, 
I will move an adjournment. 

Mr. FOOTE. Will the Senator withdraw the 
motion for a moment? I will renew it. 

Mr. CLAY. Certainly. 


Mr. FOOTE. As I stated to-day that I had 
agreed with the Senator from Hlinois and with 
others to vote for taking up the California bill, it 
was with the understanding that this whole matter 
should be disposed of to-day. But as this plan 
has been defeated, and the whole day taken 
up in the discussion of the amendments of the 
Senator from Missouri, 1 merely rise for the pur- 
pose of stating that I am wholly disappointed in 
the course of proceeding, though l complain not of 
the conduct of any gentleman; and that I consider 
myself wholly absolved from any arrangement 
which has been made; and that Í shall act on the 
California proposition, when it comes up, as my 
judgment shall dictate. ln accordance with my 
promise, I now move that the Senate adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to, and 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, April 12, 1850. 


The Journal of yesterday (very long) was read 
and approved. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, rose and said 
that there were on the Speaker’s table a number 
of Senate bills, from the Senate, which had been 
lying some three or four weeks. He asked that 
by unanimous consent they might he taken up 
and referred to the appropriate committees. 


Mr. JONES inquired of the Speaker, whether 
the regular business was not the resolution re- 
ported yesterday by the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, [Mr. Srawron,] from the Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post Roads, in relation to the 
mail matter intended for members of the two 
houses ? 

The SPEAKER, with a remark not heard on 
the left of the chair, was understood to state, that 
the first question before the House was on the 
motion of the gentleman from ‘Mississippi, [Mr. 
Brown,] that the House, by unanimous consent, 
should proceed to take up the Senate bills on the 
Speaker's table with a view to their reference. 

The question on that motion was taken, and 
having been unanimously agreed to— 

‘The House proceeded to dispose of Senate bills 
on the Speaker’s table. 

The act to amend the several acts establishing 
district courts of the United States in the State of 
Florida, and to provide for writs of error and ap- 
peals from said courts, was read a first and second 
time by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

The act to enable the corporate authorities of 


struct certain works therein mentioned, and for 
other purposes, was read a first and second time 
by its title, referred to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 


The joint resolytion, in relation to the payment 


The other is, that it has no power to suppress the 


of interest on war bounty scrip, was read a first 


Georgetown, in the District of Columbia, to con- | 


| ject. 


and second time by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

The act for the relief of Mary McRae, the 
widow of Lieutenant-Colonel William McRae, 
was read a first and second time by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 


WIDOW OF THE LATE GENERAL WORTH. 

The act for the relief of Margaret L. Worth, the 
widow of the late Major-General Worth, was read 
a first and second time by its title, with a view to 
its commitment. ; 

Mr. WEITE said that there could be no objec- 
tion to the bill; and as this was private bill day, 
he hoped that it would be put upon its passage. 
It merely: provided for a pension. 

Mr. JONES moved that the bill be referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. The bill was 
a departure from the general law. It provided a 
pension for life, instead of for five years, as under 
the general law. f 

Mr. WHITE made some remarks which were 
inaudible. 

The question was taken on the motion to refer 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and re- 
sulted on a division—ayes 50, noes 49—no quo- 
rum voting. “ae 

The SPEAKER stated that it was usual to refer 
billS of this character to the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions. 

Mr. JONES withdrew his motion to refer to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and moved to add 
at the end of the bill an amendment, which, with 
the bill, he moved to be referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions. The amendment was 
read, as follows: 

“6 Be it further enacted, That all pensions which have been 
granted, Or which shall hereafter be granted, to the widow 
of any Officer, non-commissioned officer, musician, or pri- 
vate, in consequence of the death of the uusband of such 
widow, while in the military service of the United States, 
or in consequence of the death of the busband of such 
widow, in consequence of wounds received or of disease 
contracted while in the military service of the United 
States, shall be for and during the natural life of the widow 
to whom granted, to commence on the day of the death of 
the husband. 

“ Be it further enacted, That the widow of every officer, 
non-commissioned officer, musician, or private, whose bus- 
band has heretofore died, or shall hereafter die, while in the 
military service of the United States, shall be entitled toa 
pension of half the monthly pay to which her husband was 
entitled at the time of his death, for and during ‘her natural 
life, from the date of the death of the husband.” 

Mr. JONES said heshould also move to amend 
the title of the bill by adding the words, ‘and for 
other purposes.” 

Mr. J. proceeded to remark that he was not in 
favor of this bill becoming a law. 

Mr. KAUFMAN rose to a question of order. 
It was, that the amendment was not in order, be- 
cause the bill was a special @ill for the relief of a 
particular individual, while the amendment was a 
general proposition. 

Mr. JONES. My proposition is 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will suspend 
his remarks until the point of order of the gentle- 
man from Texas [Mr. Kaurmay] has been decided. 

Mr. JONES. lwant to state my opinion about 
th t point of order. 

The. SPEAKER. In the opinion of the Chair, 
the amendment is not in order, 

Mr. JONES. I should like to know the reason 
why itis notin order. Itis upon the same sub- 
It only extends the operation of the law to 
other persons who may be similarly situated to 
the individual provided for in the Senate bill, and 
proposes to place them in the same condition. 

The SPEAKER. The bill is for the relief of a 
particular individual. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee [Mr. Jones] proposes to amend it by ad- 
ding a general clause to cover cases of a similar 
character. The Chair is of opinion that it is 
neither in order to amend the bill by the addition 
of a general clause, nor ‘by providing for the case 
of another individual who might be similarly situ- 
ated, and had applied for relief. Upon this ground 
the Chair rules the amendment out of order. 

Mr. JONES. 1 must appeal from the decision 
of the Chair. 

The SPEAKER stated the decision, and put the 
question, ‘‘ Shall the decision of the Chair stand 
as the judgment of the House ?” 

The question was taken, and decided in the 
affirmative without a division. 

So the decision of the Chair was affirmed. 

And the amendment was ruled to be out of 


order. 
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The SPEAKER assented. 

Mr. JONES proceeded with his remarks. The 
bill under consideration, he said, proposed special 
legislation. It confers a special benefit—a special 
privilege upon a particular individual, in direct con- 
travention and violation of the general law of this 
Government on the subject of pensions. In the 
first place, the bill proposed to place upon the pen- 
sion roll a widow who, under the general law of 
Congress, could not be placed there. In the sec- 
ond place, it proposed to give hera higher pension— 
almost double’the amount of the pension which a 
widow of an officer of the army of the United 
States was entitled to receive under the general law. 
In the third place, it proposed, under these cir- 
cumstances, to place on the pension roll the name 
of a widow during her natural lifetime. . The 
widows of other officers and soldiers who might, 
under the general Jaw, be placed upon the pension 
roll, could be placed there only for the period of 
five years, and not for so long a time even as 
that, if they should marry again. While they 
were widows they might, for the period of five 
years, be placed upon the pension roll for half of 
the pay which their husbands, at the time of their 
death, were entitled to receive, provided that no 
one should receive more than half the pay of a 
lieutenant-colonel. Now, if Major-General Scott, 
who was commander-in-chief, or the general in 
command of our forces in Mexico, had been killed 
at the head of his column, while prosecuting that 
War- 

Mr. McCLERNAND interposed to a point of 
order. He was understood to state it to be, that 
it was not competent at this time either to go into 
a discussion on the bill, or to move an amendment 
to it. The gentleman from Mississippi (Mr. 
Brown] had risen and asked the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to take up the bills from the 
Senate on the Speaker’s table, for what purpose? 
For the purpose of reference, and nothing else. 
The Chair distinctly put the question on that nio- 
tion, and the House gave its consent that the bills 
should be taken up and referred. The consent 
was given forthe special purpose of reference, and 
not for the purpose of amending the bills, or of 
debating their mérits. He (Mr. McC.) asked the 
opinion of the Chair on the point of order. 

‘The SPEAKER said that the gentleman from 
Illinois [Mr. McCiernnanp] was correct in the 
statement he had made. The gentleman from 
Mississippi (Mr. Brown] had asked the unani- 
mous consent of the House to take up the Senate 
bills on the Speaker’s table, for the purpose of re- 
ferring them to the committees. "The question was 
so stated by the Chair, and if any difficulty arose 
in the way of amendment or debate, in the opin- 


jon of the Chair the bill must take its place in | 
the business on the Speaker’s table, and come up || 


in its’ order, 

Mr, JOHNSON, of Arkansas, objected then 
(he said) to the consideration of the bill at this 
time. 

The SPEAKER. .Then the bill must lie on the 


Speaker’s table, until it shall come up in the regular | 


order of business. 


Mr. JONES. Suppose this sort of case: sup- |! 


_pose that the bill had come up, and no discussion 
had arisen—that the House had refused to refer 
it, and desired that it should be passed now; must 
the bill necessarily have passed without debate, or 
have gone upon the Speaker’s table? : 

The SPEAKER. It is unnecessary for the 
Chair to decide any question except that imme- 
diately before it. ft is sufficient for the Chair, 
under the decision whigh has been made, that 
debate arose on the bf and objection having 
been made, the biil must go on to the Spcaker’s 
table to be taken up in its regular order. 

Mr. JONES. There is no rule of the House 
prohibiting debate upon these subjects. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is not speaking to 
any rules of the House regulating the business of 
the House. The Chair is referring to the unani- 
mous consent which the House had given fora 
specific object, and decided that the consent thus 
given for a certain object could not be so construed 
as to include other objects. If it could, gentlemen 
would see that it would be impossible to obtain 

the unanimous consent of the House for anything. 

There was no motion to refer the bill. 


j in order, the bill having gone upon the Speaker’s 


j take up and refer the Senate bills on the Speaker’s 


| this decision the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 


ithe gentleman from Tennessee 
; would have the priority. 
The question was then taken on the motion of} 


to it. The bill was legitimately before the House, 
and I was speaking to the question of engross- 
ment. 


The SPEAKER. No objection was made at |; relief of Solomon T, Nicoli and James.Clineh, of 


the outset of the gentleman’s remarks, but objec- 
tion was subsequently made, that debate was in 
violation of the object for which the House had 
given its consent. > 
. Mr. JONES. Does not the fact of that ac- 
quiescence, in the first instance, waive the point of 
order? ` 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, anxious that the 
committees should be called for reports, would 
object, he said, to any business that was out of the 
regular order. 

Mr. JONES. I move that the bill be referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, 

The SPEAKER said that the motion was not ; 


table. 
Mr. JONES. Ido not understand that sort of 
rule. f 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman appeal | 
from the decision of the Chair? 

Mr. JONES. I do appeal. 

The SPEAKER stated the question. The gen- 
tleman from Mississippi [Mr. Brown] had moved 
that the House, by unanimous consent, proceed to 


table; under that consent given, the Speaker had 
laid this bill before the House. No motion had 
been made to refer; and debate having arisen, the 
Speaker had decided that the bill must go on the 
Speaker’s table, and that it was now there. From 


Jones] had appealed; and the question was, ‘¢ Shall 
the decision of the Chair stand as the judgment of 
the House??? | 
Mr. JONES. Is the appeal debatable? i| 
The SPEAKER. As the question relates to jj 
the priority of business, the appeal is not debata- |} 
le. H 
After a brief conversation between Mr. JONES ji 


Mr. PHELPS submitted, asan inquiry to the | 


Speaker, whether the gentleman from Tennessee |! , 
; Pi H $ selve: 
[Mr. Jones] had not, in fact, moved the reference || placed them, and to constitute themselves a court 


of the bill to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions? 

The SPEAKER. Not until the bill had gone 
on the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. JONES rose, he said, to make an inquiry. 

The SPEAKER said no inquiries were in order. 

Some further conversation followed, between 
Messrs. JONES, COBB, of Alabama, and the |! 
SPEAKER; after which 

The question, ‘* Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the House?” was taken, 
and decided in the affirmative. 

So the decision of the Chair was affirmed. 

And the bill went on to the Speaker’s table, and 
will come up in the regular order of business. 

Mr. THOMAS moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the Private 
Calendar. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, submitted that 
the morning hour had not expired. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, desired the | 
Speaker to state, if the motion to go into commit- 
tee should be rejected, what the regular order of |. 
business would be—whether it would not be the :: 
call of the committees for reports? ; 


The SPEAKER answered in the affirmative, | N 
and stated that the unfinished business in that | bal draen it: 
order would be the resolution pending at the ad- |. 
ii journment of the House yesterday, in relation to | 
! congressional mail matter, i 
Mr. McCLERNAND inquired of the Speaker i 


hether a motion to go into Committee of the: 


o 


that, as this was private bill day, the motion of | 
(Mr. Tuomas] | 


Mr. Tuomas, and was decided in the affirmative— - 
ayes 75, noes 50. 


THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 


rder? ‘ 

The SPEAKER said it would be in order; but | 
i 
i 


‘| erat branches of the public service. 


The Chair thinks not. I; 


man of Texas in the chair,) and“proceeded to the 
consideration of bills on the Private Calendar. 


NICOLL AND CLINCH. o5 A 
And the bill first in order was the bill for the 


the city of New York. ‘ f 
And the pending question was on the motion 
heretofore made by Mr. ‘Tuomas, that the said 
bill be reported to the House with-a recommenda- 
tion that it do not pass. ; : 
{The bill was under discussion when the Hoffe 
was last in committee on the Private Calendàr, 
when bills of this character were debatable. A 
full statement of the facts and circumstances of the 
case was at that time given in the “ Daily Globe,” 
in connection with the current debate thereon.] 
Mr. THOMAS remarked that it was not his in- 


: tention to detain the committee for more than a few 


moments upon the motion which he had hereto- 
fore made, that the bill be reported to the House, 
with a recommendation that it do not pass. After 
recapitulating the general tacts and circumstances 


| connected with the contract for naval stores, out of 


which the present claims had ariseh, he said that 
there was one point, in addition to the others. pre- 


| sented by him on a former day, to. which he dè- 


sired to call the particular attention of the conr- 
mittee. It was this, that all contracts for-supplies 
for the navy, were made by the Bureau of. Provi- 
sions and Clothing. The navy agents had noau- 
thority to make such contracts. The [bureau had 
not been so muchasinformed that Nicoll & Co. had 
furnished the tea, for which payment was asked, 
until bills for payment were forwarded. In proof 
of this, he would read, for the information of the 
committee, a brief extract from the letter of Gid- 
eon Wells, which was in the words following: 
«©The bureau was subseyuently informed by Messrs. 


Nicoli & Co., that this tea had been furnished by them for 
Mr. Mason : butas the bureau does not recognize sub-con- 


| tractors or third parties, the knowledge of this fact, had it 


been earlier communicated, would not have influenced its 
action.?? j 3 


Now, he (Mr. T.) wished to know whether 


| Congress was thus to be called upon to settle dis- 


| and the SPEAKER, | putes between sub-contractors and their: princi- 


pals? Was Congress to take these matters from 
the hands of the bureaus, in which the law: had 


of referees, or arbitrators, to adjust disputes of 
this description ? 

Mr. SWEETSER desired, he said, to put an 
inquiry to the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. 
THOMAS. A 

Mr. THOMAS yielded ‘the floor.. ; 

Mr. SWEETSER desired to inquire whether 


| the contract for the supply of the tea had not been 


limited to a particular time, whether that time 
had not expired, and. whether the tea was not 
furnished independently of the contract? Such was 
his (Mr. S.’s) understanding of the case. 

Mr. THOMAS said that he did not so under- 
stand the facts. He had not, however, looked 
with any particular scrutiny into dates; and even if 
the facts were such as the gentleman from Ohio - 
Mr. Swesrser] had intimated, he (Mr. T.) ap- 
prehended that it was not material to the issue. 
Mason was to supply the tea for a certain time 
under a contract. Ifthe requisition was not made 
until some five or ten days after the contract had 


; expired, and the party then chose to deliver the 
i article, who had any right to complain? The Bu- 
‘reau of Provisions and Clothing, te whom, as he 
i had said before, the matter properly belonged, 


had settled the question. The Attorney-General 
it had been decided in accordarice 
with the practice in all other cases. Should this 


: House now disturb that decision? or had gentle- 


men given so thorough an investigation to the 
case, that, upon their own knowledge of the facts, 
they were prepared to overrule a decision thus 


hole onthe state of the Union would be in _ made and fortified? If so, let them overrule it, 


But let them be very sure of the ground upon 
which they stood, before they undertook to estab- 
lish a precedent which might hereafter be brought 
to bear upon all the contracts into which the Gov- 
ernment «might enter for the supplies of the sev- 


Mr. SWEETSER expressed his determination 
to support the bill. The contract, according to 
his views of the question, had expired before this 


| tea was purchased by Mason. It was a contract 


So the House resolved itself into Committee of | for a limited time, and that time having expired, 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Kaur- || the contract was only referred to for the purpose 
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-of fixing the price at which the tes should: be de- 
livered; Nicoll & Cô. having agreed to furnish.the | 
article at. the contract price.. Fle saw no reason 
why the bill should not, pass. The persons who 
“supplied: tte tea ought to have ‘had their money 


Jong agar = =a i - 
Mr. NELSON did not rise to discuss this claim; 
‘it had been folly discussed when -it was ‘previously 
Sahder “the: consideration of the committee. He 
“thoazh the committee had sufficiently examined 
ie case to.make up their minds;and he had no- 
“doubt but every gentleman was satisfied: as to the 
‘proper course for bim to take upon it. It was not 
å complicated case. These’ claimants. had far- 
fished the tea‘ in’ their own name’; it had never 
been paid for, The pretence against the payment 
was, that the account against the contractor for 
failure to perform his sugar contract, amounting 
to some ‘thousands of dollars, should be set off 
against the-price of this tea, which was furnished 
‘by other parties who were the claimants. lt 
‘feemed to him that there could be no reasonable 
doubt of the justice of the claim. 

In answer to the argument or the suggestion 
that had been made, by gentlemen on the other 
side, that the Government might have gone out 
into open market and purchased the sugar, he 
had ta'say, he itso, But it would probably have 
had to pay a higher price for the tea; for it was 
conceded on all hands that it was furnished by the 
petitioners at the lowest cash price, and there was 
no good reason why they should not be paid. 

Mr. SACKETT said he would be very glad to 
vote for this claim if the report presented a case to 
justify such a vote. He thought the case was not 
fully set out in the report, and that the matter 
should go back to the committee.’ What was the 
case? Fhat Mason contracted to furnish sugar 
and tea; that the tea was furnished by Nicoll & 
Co., and there was a failure to furnish the sugar; 
and the Government set off the damages arising 
out of the failure against the price of the tea. Now 
what the bargain was between Mason and the 
claimants, did not appear from the report. If 
the tea was really furnished under Mason’s con- 
tract, and this claim of Nicoll & Co., independent 
of the contract, was an after-thought, it ought not 
to be-allowed, Ifthe tea was not furnished under 
Masou's contract, then the petitioners ought to be 

aid. : 
Mr. NELSON inquired ifhis colleague had read 


the report? and he referred him to the letter of the | 


naval storekeeper of the 9th of June, to show that 


H 


received the tea, not under the contract, but under 
some other arrangement, the claim was good. 
‘Lhe committee should .know.the facts. He did 
not desire to oppose the claim if it was a just one. 
He only desired that sufficient evidence should be 
presented; and he would move, if it was in order, 
thatthe bill be referred. back to the Committee on 
Clairns, that they might report more fully the facts 
of the case. ins 

‘Mr, EWING obtained the floor,but yielded for 
explanation to ; 

Mr. SWEETSER, who. was understood, upon 
further reference to the papers, to correct the state- 
ment he had previously made, and to say that the 
tea was delivered by the petitioners previous to the 
expiration of the time fixed in Mason’s contract. 

Mr. EWING said that fact removed the whole 
ground of claim, The contract was, to deliver the 
| tea during the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1846. 
The receipt for the tea was dated 29th June, 1846, 
and the tea was delivered before that time. The 
naval storekeeper wrote that it was furnished upon 
Mason’s contract, and it appeared that it was fur- 
| nished at Mason’s request. Mason was charged 
with it by Nicoll & Co., and they expected to re- 
| ceive the payment of Mason. Mason being in- 
| debted to the Government for damages arising out 
of his failure to furnish the sugar, the Government 
brought in that account as an offset to the price of 
the tea. The fact that other parties chose to 
interpose, and furnish the tea in Mason’s name, 
{and under his contract, did not alter the case 
between the contractor and the Government. The 
person so interposing must take the risk as to 
what would be the state of the accounts, upon 
final settlement, between the contractor and the 
Government. If this principle were not adhered 
to—if a third person were allowed to step in and 
| comply with such parts of a contract made by 
another with the Government, as he chosed to, 
and the Government were to pay him for the arti- 
| cles furnished, without reference to the other stip- 
| ulations of the contract which remained unfulfiled— 
it would entirely break up the contract system. 
Irresponsible persons would be put forward to 
contract to furnish various articles, and respons- 
ible ones would step in, and furnish those on 
which a profit could be made, and no penalty 
could be collected for the failure to furnish the 
| others. Gentlemen must see that it would be 
establishing a dangerous precedent. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, considered the 
claim so plain and so just that it surprised him 


the tea was furnished by Nicoll & Co. on their | 


own account, and that it was so received and ac- 
knowledged by the naval agent. This letter is a 
tollows: 
Unirep States Navy YARD, 
Nogrorx, June 9, 1848. 

Gentoemen: Your letter, inclosing invoice and hill of 
lading of tea, has just heen received. As soon as it arrives 
andl prise nspection, E will forward you hills, as requested. | 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

5 M. JORDAN, Nuval Storekeeper, 

Messrs. 8. J. NicoLr & Co. 

Mr. SACKETT replied that he had read the re- 
port, and it did not, in his opinion, fully set forth 
the case. He thought the committee should have 
taken something like legal evidence to base their 
action upon, and not contented themselves with the 
mere allegation of the petitioners. 

Mr. SWEETSER, (the floor being yielded for 
explanation,) in reference to the remark of Mr. | 
Sacxert, that there was no proof contained in the 
report, upon what terms Nicoll & Co. obtained the 
tea, said that he would like to have seen the letter 
of Nicoll & Co., which was not furnished, but 
that the letter of the Government agent acknowl- 
edging the receipt of the tea fully explained the 
point. Ele added, that if the gentleman would look 
into Mason’s contract for tea, he would find that 
the year during which it was to be in force had 
expired; therefore, the delivery of the tea by the 
petitioners could have no reference to that contract, 
except to the terms which it prescribed. 

Mr. SACKETT replied that the question of 


ji 


| 


1 
i 


|; same date. 


| 


j 
j 
| 
| 
H 


dates he had not examined; he was discussing the ! 
principle on which the claim was based; it seemed | 
not to be satisfactory. That the tea was furnished 
by some arrangement between Nicoll & Co. and i 


i| reason that it would prove that Nicoll & Co. 


Mason, clearly appeared; the House should know | 
what that arrangement was, If it was a contract || 
on the part of Nicoll & Co. with Mason, then i 


Nicoll’& Co. could have no claim upon the Gov- | 
ernment. On the other hand, if the Government 


|) ‘as it arrives and 
ij ‘you bills, as requested.” . 


| unfortunate that Nicoll & Co. 
ii first letter 


that any gentleman could object to its payment. 
| What was the character of the case? The record 
i showed that Mason made two contracts—one to 
į furnish a certain quantity of tea, another to furnish 
a quantity of sugar. They were independent 
contracts, though perhaps they might be of the 
dt turned out that Mason did not 
comply with either contract. These petitioners, 
without reference to. Mason’s contract, shipped the 
tea in their own name. The Government agent 
recognized it as coming from them, and replied 
that, as soon as it arrived and passed inspection, 
he would forward to them bills for its payment, as 
requested. 

Mr. EWING (interposing) referred to the let- 
ter of the naval storekeeper of June 26, addressep 
to Nicoll & Co. 

This letter is as follows: 

June 26, 1846, 

GENTLEMEN: IT enclose the bills for you for the tea de- 
livered by you on account of Mr. Mason?s contract, accord- 
ing to your request, You will perceive they are made out 
in his name, ‘This I was obliged to do, as Ð eould not know 
officially any other person in the matter but the contractor, 
You will, however, only have to get him to siga his name to 
the receipt, or give you a power of attorney authorizing 
you to reecive the monvy. ‘be ten per cent. has also been 


| deducted, aceording to the stipulations of Mr. Masou’s con- 


tract. Very respectfully, your ob-diert servant, 


M. JORDAN, Navat Storekeeper, 

Mr. STANTON replied, that it was perhaps 
did not keep their 
to the naval Storekeeper, (containing the 
terms of their negotiation to furnish the tea.) 
That letter was ih the hands of the Government; 
why was it not produced, unless it were for the 

: pro- 
posed to furnish the tea on their own account, 
The tea was furnished about the lst of June, 1846. 
What did the Government agent say? Under 
date of June 9, he says to Nicoll & Co, ** As soon 
passes inspection, I will forward 


| contract of Mason; if there were, 


Mr. THOMAS asked who it was. who wrote 
that letter? : 

Mr. STANTON replied, Mr. Jor€an, the naval 
storekeeper. ay 

Mr. THOMAS was understood to inquire 
what authority Jordan had to buy tea, or receive 
it of other persons than the contractor? 

-Mr.. STANTON replied, by the authority of 
the contract. There was a provision in the con- 
tract that the. Government was not forbidden to 
buy tea of other persons. The tea was shipped, 
and Jordan was the proper officer to receive it. 

Mr. THOMAS asked if Jordan was authorized 
to buy tea without referring the matter to the Gov- 
ernment at Washington? . 

Mr. STANTON replied, that he was expressly 
authorized. to by the contract, in case the tea was 
not delivered by Mason. Pid the gentleman pre- 
tend to say that Jordan was not the proper officer, 
on receiving the tea, to give a receipt forit? He 
was the custodier of the naval stores—he was the 
only man to give the receipt... lt was not the busi- 
ness of the Secretary of the Navy, or of anybody 
else, but this very officer; and it was his duty. A 
month after receiving this tea, and writing to Nic- 
oll & Co., * I will forward you bills, as requested,” 
as an after-thought, he wrote them, ‘* 1 cannot do 
what I promised. I was obliged to make out the 
‘bills in Mason’s name, as 1 could know no other 
‘ person officially in this matter.” Could the Gov- 
ernment agent, as an after-thought, take advantage 
of a mere technicality to defraud these petitioners 
of the payment for tea which they had furnished, 
and which this agent had received on their ac- 
count? The agent wrote a month afterward that 
he was obliged to make out the bills in Mason’s 
name. Why had he not informed them of this at 
first? If he had, they might have taken back the 
tea. But no; he had written them on the receipt 
of their invoice, ‘1 will forward you bills, as re- 
quested.” Jordan informed the petitioners (letter 
of June 26) that they would have to get Mason to 
sign his name to the receipt, or give them a power 
of attorney, Was not this a clear recognition of 
the fact that the tea was shipped by Nicoll & Co., 
on their ownaccount? He (Mr. S.) referred to other 
parts of the correspondence, showing clearly, as 
he contended, that the tea was furnished by Nicoll 
& Co. for themselves, and consequently that they 
should receive the payment. 

Mr. EWING considered that the error of the 
gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Sranron] arose 
from a mistaken notion of the duties of the differ- 
ent officers of the Navy Department, and stated 
that it was the duty of the head of the Bureau of 
Provisions and Clothing, and not the naval store- 
keeper, to make contracts and procure supplies, 
and denied that the action of the storekeeper, 
being unauthorized, bound the Government. He 
referred to the letter of the storekeeper, of June 
26, as conclusive evidence that the tea was fur- 
nished in Mason’s name, and argued that the 
contracts for sugar and tea, though made in separ- 
ate form, according to the usage of the department, 
were in fact one contract, and that the damage 
arising out of the failure to furnish the sugar was 
a legal and equitable offset to the price of the tea. 
He denied that there was any other ground of 
claim on the part of Nicoll & Co. except under the 
‘ he called upon 
the advocates of the claim to produce it, This 
being the case, they were subject to all the condi- 


| tons of’ the contract. 


Mr. DUNHAM, in support of the claim, pro- 
ceeded to show that the petitioners furnished the 
tea in their own name—first, by reference to the pe- 
tition on which this fact is alleged; second, to the 
leuer of Jordan, of 9:h June; and third, to the 
letter of the same, 26:h June, the apology in which 
for sending bills in Man's name he considered 
confirmatory evidence of the same fact. 

Mr. EWING inquired if he was to understand 
the gentleman from Indiana, that the letter ofa naval 
storekeeper or surveyor, such as Jordan had write 
ten, bound the Government? 

Mr. DUNHAM replied, not at all. But he 
asked the gentleman why the Storekeeper wrote to 
Nicoll & Co. atall, if Mason was to be paid, and 
if the tea was delivered in Mason’s name? 

Mr. EWING replied that the bills, having come 


from Nicoll & Co., the agent had answered 
them—Mason being in a distant city. 


Mr. DUNHAM said there was no proof that 
Mason was in another city. He knew that Jordon 
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had no authority to bind the Government, but it |! 
was clear that he did receive the tea of Nicoll & |) 
Co., and that, he agreed to pay them. The great | 
principle on which he rested the claim, and which | 
he addressed to legal gentlemen in the House, was | 
this, that a man could not be compelled to part | 
with his property except on his own terms. It |i 
was clear from the facts embodied in the report, | 
that Nicoll & Co. had delivered the tea on their ! 
own account; the naval storekeeper had so ac- ; 
knowledged tne receipt of it, and promised to send | 
to them the-bills for its payment; and the Govern- ` 
ment, having thus obtained the tea, had made use 
of it, Could the Government then turn round and 
say that it would account for the tea to another per- 
son? Certainly not. it 


In reference to the arguments which had been | 


made to justify the damages claimed from the fail- 
ure to comply with the sugar contract, he argued 
that (even if there were no other objections to it) 
there was no law making unliquidated damages an : 
offset. i 


Mr, EWING said express authority was given || 
for this in the contract. (| 
Mr. DUNHAM held that this was not suf- |) 


ficient, without the authority of law. if 

He stated that Nicoll & Co. could have known | 
nothing of the default under the sugar contract at 
the time they furnished the tea, as the default had 
notat that time taken place. He said thatthe prop- | 
er mode of securing the rights of the Government || 
under the sugar contract would be, to enforce the 
contract upon the sureties, while Nicoll & Co. , 
were paid for what was justly due them for tea | 
which they had delivered to the Government only |] 
in their own name. 

Mr. CLEVELAND said he was not certain that 
he correctly understood the case, but if he did not, ` 
he would thank gentlemen to set him right. It | 
seemed that there had never been but one contract | 
for tea, viz: that with Mason. 
' Mr. CROWELL wished to correct the gentle- | 
man, and (Mr. Creveranp yielding) said that by 
the terms of the contract (page seven of the report) 
with Mason, the right was expressly reserved to 
the naval agent at Norfolk, if this contractor did | 
not supply the tea when ordered, to make pur- 
chase of the tea, 

Mr. CLEVELAND replied yes; but the diffi 
culty lay here: although that privilege had been || 
reserved, it had never been exercised. 

` the point. It was vot claimed that the naval store- 
keeper, under this right reserved in the contract, 
went to Nicoll & Co. and contracted for the tea; 
but it was understood on all hands that the tea 
was furnished on the contract with Mason. The 
fact, which had been ingeniously brought forward 
by the gentleman from Indiana, (Mr. Dunnam,] 
that the tea was furnished before the contract for | 
the sugar expired, had #ed the storekeeper to con- 


i 
{ 


clude that there was no necessity to send the bills | 
to Mason. 

The facts lay in a nut-shell. 
not be furnished, according to contract, without | 
a loss of some $2,000; this the contractor wished i 
to avoid; the tea could be furnished without loss; i 
therefore other parties came in and furnished it. i 
The Government ought not to allow the con- 
tractor, by interposing other parties to perform the 
tea contract, to defraud it of the damages arising || 


The sugar could | 


| Committee rise and report the bill. 


That was || 


and could not be. He referred to the fact that 
the tea was not delivered until within a few days 
of the expiration of the contract, and said any 
legal gentleman could see how easily the trick could 
be played, of waiting till that late period to repu- 
diate the unprofitable part of the contract, and then 
shove in the tea by the means of third parties, to 
take advantage of the profitable part. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved that the 
It must be 
obvious to every gentleman (he suid) that no prog- 
ress could be made in the business upon the cal- 


li endar. 


The CHAIRMAN ‘decided the motion to be 


‘| out of order. 
| 


Some conversation followed. 
Mr. JOHNSON said it was a matter of no con- 
: Sequence to him in what form the motion was 


|i put, and he would modify it in any way, so as to 
jį accomplish his object, which was, to proceed to 


i the transaction of business in the House. 
| Mr. J. then modified his motion so as to move 
i that the committee rise. 

Mr. CROWELL hoped, he said, that the mo- 
tion would not prevail. 

The CHAIRMAN said the question was not 
debatable. 

Mr. CROWELL knew it, he said, and did not 
desire to debate it. 

The question was then taken,.and decided in 
the affirmative. 


So the committee rose, and reported progress on |; 


the said bill. 

On motion, it was resolved, that when the House 
adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Monday next, 

Mr. CROWELL moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the Pri- 
vate Calendar, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, desired to be in- 
formed by the Speaker what would be the regular 


order of business if the House refused to go into | 


Committee of the Whole? 

The SPEAKER said it would be the call of the 
committees for reports. 

Mr. JOHNSON hoped, he said, that the com- 
mittees would be called. 

The SPEAKER (reminding Mr. J. that no re- 
marks were in order) stated the question to be on 
| the motion of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
CROWELL,] that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar. 

Mr. CROWELL now waived the motion (in- 
| tending to renew it, he said) to enable the gentie- 
man from South Carolina [Mr. Burr} to make a 
| report, 

THE GALPHIN CLAIM. 


Mr. BURT rose, and said that he was instructed 
by the committee, appointed by the House to in- 
vestigate the conduct of George W. Crawford, Sec- 
retary of War, in relation to the Galphin claim, to 
make a report. 

Mr. B. then read as follows: 

The Select Committee to inv ate the relation and con- 
duct of George W. Crawford, Secretary of War, toward the 
Galphin claitn, report : 

That the commitiee are of opinion that the resolution of 
the House restricts their inquiry to the relation and conduct 
of the said George W. Crawford toward that decision, and 
does not authorize them to inquire whether there was any- 
thing unusual or improper in ailowing interest on the same 3 
and they ask the instruction of the House. 


out of the failure to deliver the sugar as stipulated 
The whole ground of claim was the letter of the 
naval storekeeper. Would that justify the House 
in overriding the decision of the officers of the de- 
partment, whose duty it was to pass upon this || 
claim? Mr. Welles, the head of the Bureau af | 
Provisions and Clothing at that time, and the At- 
torney General, had, acting upon their responsi- 
bility as public officers, upon a full knowledge of | 
of the facts, concurred in deciding against tre 
claim? The clam came‘under suspicious circum- 
stances, to say the least, Ele wanted to know if | 
there were ten men in the House who could say, ‘| 
upon the proof presented, that they were satisfied 
that there had not been some collusion between | 
Mason and Nicoll & Co. to take advantage of the | 
beneficial part of the contract, and to get rid ‘of the | 
- damages under the other part? The examination || 
of cases of this nature before the committees of 
the House, must of necessity be ex parte. Hesaid | 
this with due respect to.the abilities of the gentle- || 
man from Tennessee [Mr. Tuomas] to defend | 
the rights of the Government; but the facts on the 
side of the Government were not brought forward, 


I will now ask (continued Mr. B.) that the 


| resolution, under which this committee was ap- 
| pointed, be read to the House from the Journal of 
| the House. 


The SPEAKER directed the Clerk to read the 
said resolution. 

And it was read from the Journal, tothe effect 
that a select committee of nine be appointed by 
the Chair to investigate the relation and conductof 
George W. Crawford, Secretary of War, toward 
the Galphin claim, &c. 

The reading having been concluded, 

Mr. BURT proceeded. I desire to say, Mr. 


Speaker, on behalf of the committee, that they do 


not desire any enlargement of the duties confided 
to them by this House, and that they have seen 
nothing in the investigation which they have 
made, to induce them to apply to this House for 
an extension of their powers; and, on behalf of 
that committee, I feel jtto be my duty to protest 
against inferences of any kind being drawn from 
the present application. But the committee 
cannot close their ears to that which everybody 


| hears in and out of this House, and they desire to 


Know what the extent. of. their power: is; for f- 
am sure that every member of the House; or hear 
ing the resolution, and the appligation of. the. Seg- 
retary of War, must believe ‘that their powers do 
notextend beyond an inquiry. imo the relationsand 
conduct of the Secretary of War toward: that 
claim. That is the duty which Lan charged by. 
the committee to perform; and in the language of 
| the report, they ask the instruction of the Housé; 
in respect to the interpretation of their. powers 
| and duties. They are content to perform the duty 
| as defined by the resolution, They shrink from 
| the performance of no duty which the House may 
į think proper to devolve upon them; but they wish, 
j it to be distinctly understood that they do not ask 
| that their duties may be increased, or their powers 
j enlarged. The committee desire to take thein- 
| structions of the House, as they think that in a 
f case of this kind, or in any other case, it is the 
ij privilege of a committee to do, before their final 
action on the matters referred to them is submitted 
to the House. 

Mr. MOORE said that he was aware that cer- 
tain reports were in circulation in regard to this 
matter, and that, as a friend of the Administration, 
he would move that the committee have power.to, 
inquire into all the circumstances. connected with 
the interest upon the claim referred to, = 
| Mr. CROWELL. And with power to send for 
i! persons and papers. 

Mr. MOORE. Certainly. 

Mr. CARTTER was understood to say, and 
‘also to inquire, whether the allowance was au 
ji thorized by precedent. 
i Mr, MOORE. I desire to cover the whole 
ground. 

| The SPEAKER. 

| his motion to writing. 
Mr. MOORE did so. 

And the resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the select committee, appointed on the 3d 
į OfAprilinstant, and authorized to inquire iuto all the cireun 
j stances attending the all wance of interest on the “Galpin 
| claim,” be empowered to send f r persons and papers. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, asked that the 
order of the Fiouse under which the committee 
| had been appointed might be again read. 
| The resolution was again read by the Clerk. 
Mr. SWEETSER said that he had the other 
| day asked the unanimous consent of the House to 
| offer two resolutions which he now held in his 
| hand. .He had risen at this time for the purpose 
i of proposing that the substance of these two reso- 
i lutions should be sent.as instructions to this: spe- 
cial committee. In order that the House might 
| understand what the propositions were, which he 
| had. attempted to introduce ona former day, he 
| would read them, reserving to himself the privilege 
j So to amend them as to meet the point which “he 
| was now making. Probably the last clause might 
be going further than the special committee would 
desire to go. Mr. S. then read the following res- 
| olutions, heretofore offered by him, but not enter- 
tained by the House: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested. 
to communicate fo this House the amount of money paid 
out of the Treasyzy as interest upon the claim commonly 
known as the “Galphin Claim,” arid whether the iiterest 
recently paid on said claim was provided for by Jaw; and 
| also the several sums (if any) paid out of the Treasury ay 
iuterest upon other claims, under the opinion of We Attor- 
nev General, since the 4th of Mareh, 1849. A 

Resolved That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
| instructed to inquire into the expediency of suspending the 
| payor nt of interest upon claims, the principal of which has 
| been heretofore paid, and upon all other claims not + pecially 
| provided by law. 

The first of these resolutions (Mr. S. proceeded. 
to say,) he should modify so as to meet the views 
|i of the chairman of the srlect committee, [Mr 
| Burr,] by striking out so much as related. to other, 
i claims, because otherwise it might be traveling 
| beyond the object for which the committee. had 
| been appointed; but inasmuch as the payment. of 
| this claim had started the whole country, and ag it 
| had introduced a new principle into the administra- 
: ton of this Government, he desired that athorough 
| examination of the facts and circumstances con- 
i nected with it should be made. He had been 
informed that.there were now in process of pre- 
sentation to this Government, under the authority 
of the allowance in this case, claims to an amount 
which. would involve the treasury of this, nation 
toan extent sufficient, perhaps, to bring it to the 
verge of bankruptcy. The whole country had 
been astonished and alarmed at the amount 
which had been paid upon this claim. He ap- 


* 


The gentleman will reduce 
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-prehended that the House would desire to know 
‘all: that had been: done by. this Administration 
since it camé intopower, in respect to this class 
of claims. Of the-particular case of the Secretary 
óf War, or of the facts relating to the allowance, 
‘he’ Knew nothing- beyond what he, in common 
with others; had seen in the newspapers; but all 
Would concur’ that the allowance of that claim - 
had: been made under ‘circumstances which had 
compelled the Secretary of War to ask for a com- 
mittee of investigation... Rumor had gone further, 
‘and had said that the allowance of-that claim had 
produced-a schism among the confidential advisers 
of the President. : e 

Mr: CASEY made:a question of-order, not pre- 
cisely heard by the reporter, but which was over- 
ruled by the Chair. ` 
<- Mr. SWEETSER said he‘had no desire to tres- 
pass upon the time of the Flouse, or the feelings of 
members. He was sure that the gentlemen on the 
Other side of the House would not interpose any 
objection to.a thorough and searching investigation 
into the facts of the case, that the country might 
know whether the Secretary, who had invited 
this investigation, was right or wrong. This was 
due to the country, without reference to party dis- 
tinctions. If there had been anything wrong in 
the transaction, the party in power he was sure 
would not wish to shield the Secretary. The 
most superficial observer of passing events could 
not fail to have seen that, in consequence of the 
payment of this claim, the Cabinet had become 
alarmed. Under the influence of that alarm, one 
of its members had applied to this House for an 
investigation, and it was due to the whole country 
that the wrong, if wrong there had been, should 
be brought to the full light of day. The people, 
Wwhaseinterests were at stake, demanded this much 
and would be content with no less. As one of 
their Representatives, he desired to see that inves- 
tigation made, that the country might know 
whether claims, which had already been liquidated 
and paid, were to be pressed upon the country 
through the instrumentality of the confidential 
advisers of the President. He wished to go into 
the whole matter. Hlecared not how much power 
might be given to this committee. He desired 
that they might enter into this entire class of cases, 
and see how far the present Administration had 
gone in the payment of these claims. But, he re- 
peated, he would modify his resolution so as to 
meet the views of the gentleman from South Car- 
olina, [Mr. Burt,] chairman of the select com- 
mittee. 

Mr. BURT said he had risen merely to state— 

The SPEAKER interposed, and inquired if the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Sweetser] proposed 
any amendment? ; 

Mr. SWEETSER, Yes; I propose to offer 
my resolutions as an amendment to the resolu- 
tion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
Moore.) 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
will send up his amendment, that the House may 
understand what it is. The Chair was of the im- 
pression, from hearing the gentleman read it, that 
gome of it was out of order. 

(Mv.Sweerzer was preparing his amendment. ] 

Mr. BURT again addressed the Chair. 

The SPEAKER suggested to the gentleman the 
propriety of not entering into debate until the 
amendment of the gentleman from Ohio was before 
the House. 

Mr. BURT said he did not wish to debate. He 
merely desired to protest here, in the presence of 
the House, that the gentleman from Ohio had to- 
tally misunderstood him, if he supposed that he 
(Mr. B.) had any proposition on this subject to 
submit to the House in behalf of the select com- 
mittee; he had none. As he had before said, they 
were quite content to discharge the duty that had 
been devolved upon them by the House, and they 
would be very glad to have the authority of the 
House that their duties should be confined to this 
particular subject. He had merely risen to say, 
what he did now say, that he had not, on the part 
ofthe committee, nor on his own part, any sug- 
gestion to make which should invite any enlarge- 
ment of its power. The committee had authorized 
him to make this Statement to the House, and he 
did so-with the greatest pleasure. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, addressed 
the-Chair. 


Mississippi to suspend his remarks, stating that 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr: Sweerser] had 
submitted an amendment, which ought to be in 
possession of the House, before any remarks were 
made. - 

A momentary pause ensued. : . 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas,rose to a ques- 
tion of order: It was very plain, he said, that 
much.of the- time of the House might be con- 
sumed in drawing up. amendments; and suspend: 
ing the proceedings of the House while they were 
being prépared.. The question of order which he 
submitted was, whether a proposition which had 
been proposed to. be offered, but was not in pos- 
session of the Chair, was in order at all? f 

The SPEAKER. was understood to say that it 
would be for the House to`decide how far they 
would indulge the gentleman from Ohio in drawing 
up his amendment.. The gentleman from Ohio 
had proposed to offer an amendment, and the 
Chair had desired the gentleman-to reduce it to 
writing, that the purport of it might be distinctly 
understood by the House, and that it might be 
decided whether it was in order before the debate 
proceeded. o 

Mr. JOHNSON said it was not from any indis- 
position at all to have the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio received, that he had raised the 
point of order, but simply because he thought 
there might be a much better proposition pre- | 
sented, and if any amendment were necessary, 
he considered it more proper that it should come 
from the other side of the House. 

Mr. SACKETT called for the reading of the 
resolution of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
{Mr. Moore.] 

The resolution was again read. 

Mr. SWEETSER having prepared his amend- 
ment, now sent it up to the Clerk’s table, where it 
was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the special committee heretofore appointed 
by the House to investigate the case of the payment of the 
interest on the claim, commonly known as the “Galphin 
Claim,” shall investigate whether the interest, recently paid 
on said claim, was provided for by law, aud also as to the 
several sums, if any, paid out of the treasury as interest 
upon other claims, under opinions of the Attorney-General, 
since the fourth day of March, 1849. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, (who was 
entitled to the floor,) said he had risen simply for 
the purpose of saying that he preferred the reso- 
lution offered by the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 
He thought it gave the committee sufficient power. 
He did not think this committee should be in- 
structed as a general committee to every case of 
claims of this character which had been allowed. 
It would be too large a field of investigation. 

Mr. SWEETSER, (in his seat.) They would 
all naturally fall under the same investigation. 

Mr. THOMPSON. I prefer the resolution of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania. It would be 
more satisfactory to me in one respect, if the gen- 
tleman would modify it so as to refer to the pay- 
ment of principal and interest. 

Mr. MOORE accepted the suggestion, and 
modified his resolution accordingly. 

Mr. THOMPSON said he should object to any 
investigation as to the conduct of the Congress 
which passed the bill. lt would be an unprece- | 
dented thing, to enter into an inquiry as to the | 
conduct of their predecessors—gentlemen, many 
of whom were not now in Congess, and would | 


their action should be called in question. He! 
hoped that the committee would investigate how 
the law bad beer. executed, what amount of prin- 
cipal and whatof interest had been paid, to whom 
it had been paid, and in what manner the persons |! 
were entitled to receive it. These inquiries he un- 
derstood to be embraced in the resolution of the || 
gentleman from Pennsylvania as it now stood. Hl 
Mr. MOORE, in accordance with the sugges- || 
tion of Mr. Tuompson, further modified his |} 
amendment, by striking out that part which re- |! 
ferred.to the action of the Congress which had || 
passed the bill. | 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, said he had not 
heard the resolution of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania read, but he understood, from the conver- | 
sation which had taken place, that it had some || 
reference to the action of Congress. 
_ Mr. MOORE, (in his seat.) No. Ido notin- | 
sist upon that part. | 
Mr. JOHNSON said, for one, he thought such 


i 
i 
H 
i 


The SPEAKER requested the gentleman from 


an inquiry ought to be made, so that if there had |! 


have no opportunity of defending themselves if || 


been anything wrong in the action of Congress, 

that also might be brought out; and he had special 

reasons for desiring the investigation to cover this 
oint. 

’ Mr. THOMPSON retained the floor 

Mr. BURT. Wil the gentleman from Missis- 
sippi allow me to make one suggestion here? 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Mississippi yield the floor? 

Mr. THOMPSON. Certainly. 

Mr. BURT said he hoped the House would not 
require the select committee already appointed, by 
them, to investigate any other matters than that of 
the Galpbin claim, and the incidental questions 
connected with it. It would be equivalent to de- 
nying to the members of that committee the privi- 
ege of thcir seats in this hall, to require them to 
investigate all the cases in which interest had been 
allowed upon claims since this Administration had 
come into power, and to determine whether the 
action-of the various departments upon them had 
been correct or not. They could not execute such 
a duty as that probably during the remainder of 
the present session of Congress. As to the act of 
Congress which authorized the examination and 
adjustment of this Galphin claim, he was sure he 
did not go too far when he said that the select com- 
mittee would feel it to be their duty, under the 
resolution of the House, under which they were 
already acting, to inquire whether the Secretary 
of War had had any agency in procuring an im- 
proper act of Congress to be passed. Whether 
members of Congress had acted improperly, he 
trusted was an inquiry not to be committed to the 
select committee. Ie trusted that they would not 
be encumbered by any of those inquiries which 
did not belong to this particular question. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. As I un- 
derstand the resolution of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, as it has been modified, it proposes 


| to investigate all the circumstances relative to the 


payment of the principal and interest on the Gal- 
phin claim. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution as modified 
will be read to the House. 

[The resolution was read, as given above.] 

Mr. THOMPSON continued. Supposing that 
the resolution, as it now stood, included the whole 
history of the execution of the law, he was satis- 
fied; and he had but one word to add, to express 
the hope that gentlemen would not now engage in 
a party debate on this subject. If it was to give 
rise to acrimonious remarks on either side, he 
hoped they would not now be indulged in, be- 
cause he did not think the present was the proper 
time for such a discussion. He would be perfecily 
willingly to have the inquiry of the gentleman 
from Ohio made, as to how many claims for in- 
terest had been allowed, and also how many were 
pending before the departments ; but he thought 
they would be doing injustice to this case to mingle 
with it the investigation of irrelevant subjects. He 
would, therefore, suggest to the gentleman from 
Ohio the propriety of withdrawing his amend- 
ment. 

Mr. SWEETSER said at the suggestion of the 
gentleman from Mississippi he would withdraw 
the amendment he had offered, and at the proper 
time, when it should be in order, he would press 
the consideration of the resolutions he had at- 
tempted to offer the other day. 

Mr. THOMPSON said he was happy at the 
gentleman from Ohio so doing, and he trusted that 


| there would be no objections to the resolution of 


the gentleman from Pennsylvania as it now stood, 
and no debate. 

Mr. DUER said he thought there could be no 
propriety in the House engaging in a premature 
debate at this time, and that gentlemen on both 
sides must be sensible of it; but as he saw they 
were likely to run into a debate, he would move 
the previous question. 

Mr. CARTYVER desired, he said, to make an in- 
quiry ; and he hoped the motion would be with- 
drawn to allow him to do so. 

The motion was not withdrawn. 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be on 
the demand for the previous question. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, asked that the 
resolution might pe read before the question was 
taken. 

And the resolution was again read. , 

Mr. BRECK said, ifthe gentleman from New 


York [Mr. Duer] would withdraw the previous 


à 
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question, he 
tion. 

Mr. DUER adhered to his mation. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, desired to call the 
attention of the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
MarteEson] to his own resolution, 

The SPEAKER said the gentlem 
be indulged by unanimous consent, 

Objection was made, 


The question was then taken on the demand for 
the previous question, and the vote was declared 
to be—ayes 65, noes 35. 

No quorum voting, 

Tellers were asked and appointed, (Messrs. 
Coss of Alabama, and CALVIN of Pennsylvania.) 

The question was then again taken, and declared 
to be—ayes 82, noes 25, 

Still no quoram voting. 

Mr. HALL moved that there be a call of the 
House. 

Mr. HOLMES moved that the House do now 
adjourn, 

The question on that motion was taken and de- 
cided in the negative. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The question then recurred and was taken on 
the motion that there be a call of the House, and 
was decided in the negative. 

So a call of the House was refused. 

The question then again recurred, and was 
taken (by the same tellers) on the demand for the 
previous question, and the vote stood—ayes 84, 
noes 20. 

Still no quorum voting. 

Mr. KAUFMAN said that the committee of 
investigation was no doubt anxious to proceed 
with its duties, and asthe House would not be in 
Session to-morrow, and as it was yet early, he 
would move that there be acall of the House. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, asked the yeas 
and nays on that motion, which were ordered, and 
being taken, were—yeas 65, nays 74. 

So a call of the House was again refused. 

The question then again recurred on the demand 
for the previous question. 

Mr. DUER said that he had moved the pre- 
vious question under the supposition that no gen- 
tleman desired to offer any amendment, and be- 
cause he thought that the Flouse might perhaps 
be led into a debate, which would be evidently 
improper, upon the merits of a subject which was 
now before a committee of the House. If any 
gentleman wished to offer amendments to the 
resolution, or substitutes for it, he would waive 
his motion to enable them to do so without debate. 
That object having been effected, he should renew 
the demand for the previous question. 

So the previous question was withdrawn that || 
amendments might be 6ffered. 


Mr. DUER then yielded the floor to 


Mr. HARRIS, of Hlinois, who said he concur- 
red in the opinion expressed by the gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. Duer,] that it would be 
improper to debate the subject at this time. He 
(Mr. H.) désired to offer a substitute for the ori- 
ginal resolution, which he thought would embrace 
everything that was essential. 

The substitute was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the select committee appointed by this 
House, in relation to the Galphin claim, be instructed to 
make full investigation, aud report to this House the origin 
and nature of chun, the circumstances atiending its 
prosecntion before the departments of the Government, the 
names of the agents who have so prosecuted and urged the | 
same, the amount paid on said claim, both of interest and 
principal, and whether the same has been paid in conform- | 
ity with law or precedent—the names of the individuals to 
whom the money has been paid, and the amount received 
by each; the interests of the persons so receiving said 
money in said claim; and how said interest in said claim 
has originated to each of said. persons; and that they have 
power to send for persons and papers. 


Mr. DUER then resumed the floor, but again 
yielded to ; 

Mr. MATTESON, who said that he moved 
to strike out all after the word *‘ resolved” in the 
proposition of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
[Mr. Moorg,] and to insert what he sent to the 
Chair. 

The SPEAKER said that in that form the 
amendment would not be in order. The gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Moore] had 

“ offered a resolution. The gentleman from Hliinois 
[Mr. Harris] had offered an amendment. The | 
only amendment now in order, would be an 


(Mr. B.) desired to make a sugges- 


an could only 


| 
i 
} 
j 
i 


| 
j 
i 
i 


j 
f 


amendment to the amendment of ihe gentleman 
from Illinois. 

Mr. MATTESON said he would then waive 
his proposition, so as to allow a vote to be taken 
on the amendment of the gentleman from Illinois. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state to the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Marreson,] 
that if the amendment is offered as an amendment 
to the amendment of the gentleman from Illinois, 
and it should he adopted, the question would then 
recur on adopting his [Mr. Marreson’s] amend- 
ment in licu of the original proposition of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Moorr.] The 
gentleman from New York, therefore, could attain 
his object as well by offering his proposition as 
an amendment to the amendment of the gentleman 
from Ilinois, as by offering itas an amendment 
to the orginal resolution. 

* Mr. MATTESON then offered his amendment, 
which was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the said committee, appointed hy the 
Speaker upon the application of the Seeretary of War be, 
and they are hereby, authorized and directed to fully inves- 
tigate all the circumstances connected with the passage of 
the bill authorizing the payment of the Galphin claim, and 
also, all the circumstances and facts connected with the 


| payment of the principal and interest on such claim; and 
| that they fully report whether, and upon what legal opinion, 


the payment of interest was made; and whether such opin- 
ion Overruled the action of tie Comptroller of the Treasury; 
and that said committee have power tosend for persons and 
papers, 

Mr. DUER suggested to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Moone] so to modify his res- 
olution as to include all matters and things perti- | 
nent to the said inquiry. If the House should 
now go on to define what these matters and things 
were, there would be no end (Mr. D. said) to the | 
propositions which might be offered. The state- 
ment of one thing would bring on the statement of 
another, and so on without limit. 

Mr. MOORE was understood to express his 
willingness to modify the resolution, 

Mr. HARRIS said that he was willing to accept 
the modification of the gentleman from New York 
(Mr. Marrxson] so far as related to the prosecu- 
tion of the claim before Congress. In that respect 
only was the gentleman’s proposition an addition to 


| his (Mr. H.’s) own. 


Mr. MOORE said he was willing to modify his 
resolution so as to include all other matters and 
circumstances pertinent to the inquiry. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, rose to a 
point of order, It was this—whether the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania [Mr. Moors] had a right 
to modify his resolution while a motion was pend- 
ing to amend the amendment of the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the gen- 
tleman has the right. 

Mr. MOORE modified his amendment. 

Mr. VINTON called for the reading of the 
several propositions as they now stood. 

And they were read. 

Mr. DUER now rose and renewed his demand 


; for the previous question. 


There was a second, and the main question was 
ordered to be now taken. 

Mr. CROWELL asked the Spesker to state the 

uestion. 

The SPEAKER stated the question. The first 
question would be on the amendment proposed by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. Marreson] 
to the amendment of the gentleman from {Ilinois, 
{Mr. Harris,] which amendment to the amend- 
ment was read, as inserted above. 


The SPEAKER said no inquiries could be en- 
tertained at this time. 

Mr. HARRIS said he desired to say one word 
by way of explanation of his proposition. 

No objection having been made, 

Mr. HARRIS said that he had made a verbal 
change since he had offered his amendment. 
was merely a correction of an irregularity in the 
language. 

The SPEAKER said the change being merel 
verbal, the proposition would be again reporte 
to the House. : i 

And Mr. Harrts’s amendment was then read 
as modified, and as inserted below, on the fina 
action. 


y 
d 


And the original -resolution of Mr. Moons; as 
modified, was then again read, as follows: °° * 

Resolved, That the select committee, appoifited on the 3d. 
instant, be authorized ‘to inquire into-all the. cireumstaness: 
attending the allowance and. payment of. the principak and 
interest on the Gaiphin claim, under. the act of Angust 14, 
1848, and all other facts and circumstances pertinent. to. the 
subject-matter of inquiry, and that they have power tò send 
for persons and papers, $ : 

The question was then stated ‘to. bè on’ the 
amendment of Mr. MATTESON. 

Mr. CARTTER asked the ayes and’ nays; 
which were refused, : 

And the question was taken and’ decided inthe 
negative without a division. 

So the amendment of Mr. Marreso 
amendment of Mr. Harris was rejected, 

The question then recurred on the amendment 
of Mr. Harsgss to the original resolution of Mr. 
Moors, 

Mr. RUMSEY was understood to suggest to 
the mover of this amendment [Mr. Harris] so to 
modify it as to‘include an inquiry into the origin 
and nature of the said claim. 

Mr. HAYMOND inquired if the amendment 
had been changed? 

The SPEAKER. Notsince it was last re 
to the House. Butit will be again read. 

And the amendment was again read. 

And the question on the said amendment: 
then taken and decided i 
division. 

So the amendment of Mr. Harris was agreed 
to. 

The question then recarred and was taken on 
the adoption of the resolution, of Mr. Moore, as 
thus amended, and it was decided in the afirma- 
tive without a division. 

So it was 


Resolved, That the select committee appointed by this 
House, in relation to the Galphin claim, be instructed to 
make full investigation, and report to this House the origin 
; and nature of said claim, the circumstances attending its 
prosecution before the departinents of the Government, and 
the passage of the bill authorizing the payment of. said ` 
chain, the names of the agents who have so prosecuted and 
urged the same, the amount paid on said claim, both of jn- 

; terest aud principal, and whether the same has been paid 
| in contormity with law, or precedent—the names of the in- 
dividuals to whom the money has been paid, and the amount 
received by each; the interests of the persons so receiving 
| said money in said claim, and how said interest in said 
{| claim has originated to each of said persons, and all mat- 
| ters in anywise pertinent to the inquiry, and that dey have 
power to send for persons and papers. j 


The House then adjourned till Monday next. 


N to the 


ported 
ne: was 
n the affirmative without a 


m : La 
PETITIONS, Keio o iy ; 

The following petitions, memoriala; &e., were 
presented under the rule, and referred: to:the ap- 
propriate committees: : aa 


By Mr. JULIAN: The petition: of 72 citizens of Fayette 
county, Indiana, praying. Congress to refuse ihe admission 
of any more slave States into the Union. 

Also, the petition of 70 citizens of the same eounty and 
State, praying Congress to provide a trial by jury in vealf 
of persons Claimed as fugitive slaves, 

Also, the petition of 74 citizens of the same county and 
| State, praying Congress to prohibit the existence of slavery 
| and’ the slave-tradé in all the territories of. the Uuited 
| States. 

Also, the petition of 67.citizens of the same county.and 
State, praying Congress to repeal all laws by which slavery 
or the slave-irade is authorized iù the District of Columbia, 
1 or in default of such repeal, that the seat of the National 
Government may be removed. 

By Mr. FOWLER: The petition of James Payne and 143 
others, citizens of Tiverton, Rhode Island, praying for the re- 
| duction of postage to two cents on prepaid letters. 

Also, the petition of Willian O. Chapin, and S. S. Ashley, 
nd others, citizens of Tiverton, Rhode Island, praying for 
the reduction of postage on prepaid letiers to two cents. 

By Mr. ROBINSON: The petition of T. D. Hedrick and 


ie lee k ; Lar 
: 229 others, citizens of Laurel, Franklin counti, dndiana 


|, praying Congress to pass a law granting one: bondred ‘and 
sixty acres of land to actual settlers on the public doniain. 
By Mr. BINGHAM: The petition of Abek Ts Fitel and 
i 101 other citizens of the township of Leoni; State of Michi- 
| gan, praying that slavery and ihe slave ‘trade may He ex- 
p y prohibited in the territories of the United States. 
», the petition of Abèl T. Fitéh and 107 other citizens of 
the sane township, against the admission of any State here. 
after into the Union unless slavery is expressly prohibited 
in her constitution. ae S 

Also, the petition of Abel Ty Fiteh and 102 other citizens of 
the township aforesaid; asking thar provision be made grant- 
ing a trial by jury to persons claimed as fugitive slaves. 

Also, the petition of Abet T. Fitch and 105 others, for the 
repeal of all laws: sustaining slavery and the slave trade in 
the Distriez of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of A. Oldfield, Enos Goodrich, and 77 
‘other citizens of Atas, in the State of. Michigan, praying that 
siavgry aud the slave trade may be expressly prohibited by 
law in aH the-territories of the United States; ane also that 
‘a trial by jury may be granted to persons claimed as fugitive 
slaves. 

Also, the petition of Robert Garner and 50 other citizens 


rinto the Unio. 


ny unless slavery 


protibited by its-constitution. ae ‘ 
‘petition of Robert-Garner, and 50 other citizens 
ship. aforesxid, praying thar provision may he 
give w ttial-by jury to persons claimed as fugitive 


Abe, 


GF-the: town 


niade:te. 


oA petition of the same persons, -praying-for the 

répeat of all laws sanctioning slavery and the slave trade-in 

‘the: ‘District: of Columbia. : SS sete ee sis 

p a petition of ihe same persons, praying that sla- 
yand thestave trade in all the -territories of thé United 

_ States’ may be expressty prohibited. å ee 

Atso Hie petiton of 54 citizens of the township of Had- 

Jey, in the Siate of: Michigan, for the prohibition.of slavery. 

d:he slave trade in-ail the territories of the :Onited States, 

a petition of the’ same persons, that “a trial’ by 


jary may be-grantéd to. persons claimed as fugitive. slaves. 
A the: 


remoustrance:of. the same: persous.against the 
f pore slave States into the, Union, - Re a 

‘Also, the petiion of the same ‘persons for. the repeal of j 
all jaws sustaining slavery and the slave trade jin the Dis- 
uiet.of Columbia. ae . a 
MANN, of Massachusetts: The petition of Rich- 
d.p id 112 ouhers, chizens of Dorchester, Massachu- 
Setts, praving for cheap postage. ae 
x Also; of George Winslow and 33 others, citizens of Dux- 
bury, Massa. husetts, for the same purpose. 

Also, of Jesse Ainbrose and 48 others, of Sandwich, New 
Hamp-hire, for the same object. 

Also, of Ebenezer Aldén and 9 others, citizens of Ran- 
dolph, Massachusetts, for the same object. a 

Also, the petition of S. D. Southworth and 70 others, citi- 
gens of Franklin, Massachusetts, praying for the abolition 
of slavery, ia the Distriet of Columbia. Also, of the. same 
persons, praying that. no more slave States may be ad- 
mitted into the Union. Also, the petition of the same 
persons, thata trial by jury may be granted to all persons 
arrested as fugitive slaves. 

Also, the petition of Reuben Whitcomb, jr., and 41 others, 
citizens of Harvard, Massachusetts, pray ing for the abolition 
of'slavery in the Districtor Columbia. Also, the petition of | 
the same persons, praying for the prohibition of slavery in | 
the territories. Also, the petition of the same persons, pray- 
ins tbat no more slave States may be admitted into the 

nion. : 

By Mr.. CLEVELAND: The petition of citizens of | 
Bampton, Connecticut, for trial by jury for alleged fugitive 
slaves. 

Also, the petition of the same, against the admission of 
any more slave States into the Union. 

Also, the petition of the same, for the repeal of all Jaws 
eragi for the support of slavery in the District of Colum- 

ia - 

Also, the petition of the same, that slavery and the slave- 
une may be prohibited in all the territories of the United 

tates, 

By Mr. NELSON: The petition of Mary Ann Williams, 
in behalf of the estate of her fate father, John Rose, for re- 


lief, 

By Mr. DURKEE: The petition of citizens of Wiscasset, 
in the State of Maine, for the establishment and protection 
of freedonyvin the territories, 
< Also, a petition of the same, against the admission of 
any more slave States into the Union. 

Also, a petition of the same, for the repeal of all laws 
enacted or adopted by Congress for the support of slavery in 
the Distridt of Columbia. 

Also, a petition of the same, in favor of securing to al- 
leged fugitives the right of trial hy jury. 

By Mr. WELLUBORN: The petition of S. T. Bailey, R. R. 
and W. B. Hives, C. B. Cole, and others, praying the altera- 
tion of the line by whteh the State of Georgia is divided into | 
federal judicial districts, and the removal of the place of 
hoiding the court in the northern district from Marietta to 
Macon. 

By Mr. MEACHAM: The memorial of citizens of Chit- | 
tenden county, Vermont, who were volunteers in the batie | 
of Piattsburg, asking ecompensarion for services. 

By Mr. ROCKWELL: The petition of C. B. Culver and 
33 others, of Massachusetts, for the repeal of a patent re- 
issued 10 Charles Goodyear 

By Mr. J. A. KING: The petition of sundry inhabitants 
ot Long Island, New York, for a Jight-house on Gardiner’s 
Island, aud for four buoys in Greenport harbor. 


IN SENATE. 
‘Fawar, April 12, 1850. 


Mr. SEWARD presented the joint resolutions | 
of the Legislature of New York, recommending 
their Senators and Representatives in Congress to 
use their best efforta to procure the passage of a 
law which shall reduce the postage éhargeable on i! 
all letters, for all distances, to five cents the half |! 
ounce; and in cases where letters are prepaid at the 
office where deposited, a further reduction to two 
cents per balf ounce; which were referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, and | 
ordered to be printed. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Oriskaney, New 
York, asking a reduction of postage to two cents 
on the half ounce for ail prepaid letiers. 

Also, of seven hundred citizens of the State 
of New York, in favor of a like reduction; which 
several petitions were referred to the Committee on 
‘the Post Office and Post Roads. ` 

Mr. RUSK presented the petition of Almanzor 
Houston, asking compensation for carrying the 
mail; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 


the State of Michigan, against the ad- |} 
h 


‘dered in:suppressing Indian hostilities on the west- 


| is claimed, 


| mitted into the Union whose constitution does not 
; expressly probibit slavery within its limits. 


| Senate of the 19th of March, in relation to a 


| and passed to a second reading. 


| duties wrongfully exacted, reported a bill for the | 


“April 12. 


Also, the joint resolutions of the Legislature of 
Texas, in favor of the settlement-of the claims of į 
certain volunteers of ‘that State, for services ren- 


ern frontier of Texas, in the years 1848-49; which 
were referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
and. ordered to be printed... ©. 0 s 

‘Also; a:memorial of the Legislatureof Fexas, ask- 
ing the reimbursement of expenses incurred by that 
State in: providing military defences on-the frontier 
in 1848; which was-referred to. the Committee on 
Military. Affairs; and ordered to be printed. > 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented a memorial of 
citizens of [owa, asking the. establishment of an ad- 
ditional land: district in that State; which. was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. FELCH presented a joint resolution of the 
Legislature of Michigan, instructing the Senators 
and requesting the Representatives of that State in 
Congress to use their exertions to procure the en- 
actment of a law granting compensation in bounty 
lands, or money, to all commissioned officers in 
the late war with Mexico below the grade of 
a brigadier-general; which was referred to the 
Commitiee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Also, a resolution of the same State, in favor of 
a law to procure a grant of public lands for the es- 
tablishment of agricultural schools in that State, 
and a donation of land to the Michigan Agricul- 
tural Society, and to use their exertions to procure 
the establishment of a bureau of agriculture in the 
Department of the Interior; which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, a resolution of the same State, in favor of 
the adoption of measures for acquiring the right to | 
the free navigation of the St. Lawrence river; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- | 
merce. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Jackson, Michi- 
gan, asking that the debates and proceedings of 
the Senate may be published in phonetic charac- 
ter; which was ordered to lic on the table. 

Also, of citizens of Union township, Michigan, | 
asking that the right of trial by jury may be ex- 
tended to fugitive slaves, arrested in any other 
State than that in which their service is claimed; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. SEWARD presented five several petitions, 
viz., three from the State of New York, and one 
from the State of Ohio, and one from the State 
of Pennsylvania, asking that the right of trial by 
jury may be seeured to fugitive slaves, arrested 
in any other State than that in which their service 


Also, four several petitions of citizens of the 
State of New York, asking that slavery and the 
slave trade may be abolished in the District of | 
Columbia, or the seat of Government removed 
therefrom. 

Also, four several petitions of citizens of New 
York, asking that no State may be hereafter ad- 


Also, four petitions trom the same State, asking 
that slavery and the slave trade may be prohibited 
in all the territories of the United States; all of } 
which petitions were ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion by Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, 

Ordered, That the memorial of John P. Watbach, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 

merce, to which was referred the resolution of the 


change of the port of entry in the district of Ver- 
mont, reported a bill to make Burlington, in the 
State of Vermont, a port of entry aud delivery, 
instead of Alburg, in said State; which was read 


‘Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, from the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, to which was referred the 
memorial of Enoch Baldwin, praying a return of į 


relief of Enoch Baldwin and others; which was 
read and passed to a second reading. 
BILL ON LEAVE. 
Mr. TURNEY, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill supplement- 
ary to the get entitled **An act for the pay ment 


i 
H 
i 
! 


of horses and other property lost or destroyed in 
the military service of the United States,” ap- 
proved March 3d, 1849; which was read a first 


and: second time by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 
PORT OF ENTRY AT MILWAUKEE. 

Mr. WALKER. I desire to makea word of 
explanation with regard to what transpired yester- 
day, having reference to myself. Ihave received 
a letier from Mr. Rockwell, the Commissioner of 
Customs, in which he alludes to my remarks made 
yesterday, and- desires to be exculpated to the 
same extent that my remarks would seem to. in- 
eulpate him; and ‘I cheerfully do so. 1 therefore 
ask that the letter I have received may be read. 

The Secretary read the letter, as follows: 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
Office Gom.. Customs, April 12, 1850. 

Sır: In the report of your remarks in the Senate yester- 
day, I notice that you aré under an impression that your 
& Hill to establish a port of entry at Milwaukee, in the State 
ofWiseonsin,”? had been referred to this office. l take 
occasion to say that I have not seenit, nor have I been con- 
suited upon the subject, except by yourself; nor has auy 
such bill heen prepared or amended in this office. 

With this explanation, I trust you will relieve me from 
the unpleasant imputation contained in the following sen~ 
tence: “ But when a bill is sent to. a commillee, it is its 
duty to keep tiack of the original bill, and the Conmnigsioner 
of Customs has no right to smuggle in anew biti” 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. W. ROCKWELL, 
Commissioner of Customs, 
Hon, I. P. WALKER, : 
Senate of the United States. 

Mr. WALKER. I find by, reference to my re- 
marks, as reported in the Intelligencer, which are 
correct, that | made use of the expression ‘* Com- 
missioner of Customs” instead of “ Secretary of 
the Treasury.” I called on the Commissioner of 
Customs, and he toid me that the bill had not 
come before him, but. when it should, he would 
give it proper attention, and would suggest any- 
thing that might advance the interest of the port 
of Milwaukee. I find, on referring to the report 
of the remarks of my colleague yesterday, that 
he speaks of the Secretary of the Treasury, and 
not of the Commissioner of Customs, and that, 
consequently, when I used the expression which 
I did, in reference to the Commissioner of Cus- 
toms, I did him injustice. But I now remark, that 
the Secretary of the Treasury has no right to sup- 
press original bills, referred to a committee, and 
sent to him for his advice; and I again repeat my 
request, that the Committee on Commerce should 
call for the original. bill, and if it be in existence, 
that they should report it back, that we may see 
whether the amendments suggested by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury are appropriate or not. Sir, 
there is no power—no right in any committee, orin 
any department, to suppress an original bill intro- 
duced here, if it contain but an enacting clause 
and its title. And if that had been all that there 
was of my bill, I wish to see it reported back to 
the Senate. | am perfectly willing that men should 
make themselves great—to that I have no earthly 
objections; but E am by no means willing that 
they should do itat the expense of my humble ef- 
forts; and the press of Wisconsin shall not do me 
injustice without this thing being probed to the 
bottom. 

SYNOPTICAL INDEX TO Lows. 


Mr. BENTON. I move that the resolution, 


| which I submitted some days since, to authorize 


a contract with Little & Brown for printing an 
index to the statutes, be now taken up. 


The motion was agreed to, and the resolution 
was read, as follows: : 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be authorized 
to contract with Messrs. Little & Brown for twelve hundred 
and fifty copies of the synoptical index prepared by direction 
of the Senate, and to embrace in addition the luaws of the 
present session of Congress, at a price not excecding three 
dollars a volume, printed and bound in the style of the Stat- 


! utes at Large, published under the authority of Congress by 


said Little & Brown. 


Mr. KING. Idesire an explanation of this 
subject. In all cases of this kind it is proper to 
have an examination, by a committee, that they 
may ascertain the necessity, in the first place, for 
the work, and in the next place may learn the ac- 
tual cost of the work; because a limitation, how- 
ever high, will be the extentto which the individual 
willgo. I think it will be better to change the 
character of the resolution, and send it to a com- 
mittee, that they may ascertain all the facts before 
we act on it, and incur any expense that might be 
saved by examination. ‘This is the usual course, 
we know; and the gentleman knows we were in- 


volved in a moat enormous expense for a work 


| which, if it had been carried out according to the 
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contract, would have cost us millions of dollars; 
and after all we brought it down to $450,000, 
although Congress refused to 
before the clause got into the 

Mr. BENTON. Allt 
on the part of the Sen 
will state br 


bill. 
hese are good suggestions 


iefly what in fact we all know about the 
matter. Some years ago a resolution was adopted 
by the House of Representatives, to authorize the 
preparation of a synoptical index to all the stat- 
utes, and it was done, after a labor of three years, 
and we have had the benefit of it. Tt has been 
exceedingly beneficial, because it was not a mere 
reference to a law, but to the provisions of the law. 
At the last session of Congress, I proposed that 


that synoptical index should be continued down | 


to the present time, and that it should be double 
indexed. The work has been accomplished; by 
extraordinary exertion it has been prepared, and 
it has laid upon the table for a month. It was 
on my motion that it was laid upon the table, be- 
cause T was unwilling that it should be sent to 
the public printer, and printed in the manner in 
which the public documents are executed. I said 
here in my place that | wished it to lie on the ta- 


ble, until we could have some communication | 


with some of the printers of Jaw books, particu- 
larly with Little& Brown; and in consequence of 
what I said, one of that firm came on here, and | 


referred him to the Secretary of the Senate, as [| 
He communi- | 


made no contracts for the Senate. 
cated with the Secretary, and examined the MSS., 


and he stated that it would make a volume of the | 
willing to supply at | 


ordinary size, which he was 
$3.50 per volume. The Secretary, however, would 
not agree to those terms, because the printer was 
to have an advantage in the work. The volume 
will, to be sure, consist of much rule and figure 


work; but as the publishers will be interested in | 


it, they ultimately consented to furnish twelve hun- 
dred and fifty copies, at $3 a copy, and to execute 
it in a good and substantial manner. The Senator 
from Alabama and myself cordially concur in many 
things, and in none more than in guarding against 
abuses. In this case, I do not propose that the 
Senate shall publish this work for distribution 
like public documents; I si 
ply. the Senate, and to let the booksellers supply 
the wants of the community, 
tion will be adopted. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. President, here is ! 


a volume of the laws of the United States, the title 
of which I wish to read to the Senate: 

“ By authority of Con: 
the United States of Anierica, from 
Government, in 1789, to March 3, 1845, a 


3 tranged in chrono- 
logical order, with reference to the 


matter of each act and 


the subsequent acts on the same subject, and copious notes |} 


from the dictsions of the courts of the United States con- 
sidering these acts, and upon the subject of the laws, with 
an index to each volume, and a full general index to the 
whole work in the conclading volume, together with the 
Declaration of Independence, the Articles of Confederation, 
the Constitution of the United States, and also tables in the 
last volume, containing lists of the nets relating to the judi- 
ciary, imposts, and tonnage, 
edited by Richard Peters, Esq., counsellor at law: volume 1. 
Boston: Charles S. Little and Wiliam Brown. The rights 
and interests of the United States in the stereotyped plates 


from which this work is printed are acknowledged. Pab- : 


lished according to the provisions of the joint resolutions 
passed March 3, 1845.” 


Now, sir, Messrs. Little & Brown were the. 
publishers. I understand the gentleman’s resolu- | 


tion to be, to pay them for a new index to this 
work at the rate of three dollars per volume. 
Here is a.general index in the last of these vol- 
umes to the whole of the volumes, it being the 
eighth. Now, sir, I am opposed to this resolation, 
upon the ground that we have an index for each 
of these volumes; and we then have a general 
index in the Jast volume for the whole of them; 
and I venture to say that if Messrs. Little & 
Brown make another book containing another in- 
dex, it will be just a compilation of all the indexes 
of the preceding volumes, perhaps somewhat. 
amended by the general index in the eighth vol- 
ume. 
that. 


I pay my respects to the gentleman from 
Missouri. 


I recollect very well, when endeavor- 
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appropriate $12,000 ;! 


ator from Alabama; but I: 


mply propose to sup- | 


I hope the resolu- | 


gress, the Public Statutes at Large of | 
the organization of the | 


and the public lands, &c.; i 


lam unwilling to make any such book as | 
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ing to obtain some statistical information from 
the Patent-Office a year ago, the honorable Sen- 
ator thought when completed it would not be 
worth more than an old almanac. I do think that 
these indexes when completed will be nothing more 


the country some four or five thousand dollars. 
Now, when this new index is brought forward 
| it will be useless, unless you have the volume at 
|: hand for the law you want. The publishers of 
this old work, Messrs, Little & Brown, who have 
i| already indexed it, or somebody else, are to com- 
plete this new index. 

i Mr. President, I have had some experience in 
regard to indexes of decisions of appellate courts 
and statutes at home in Kentucky, and my expe- 
rience is, that unless you can get a first-ratelawyer 
to make these indexes, it is work thr 
They as often delude and Jead astray, as give any 
| practical information. I will not mutiply remarks, 
| but it seems to me it would be four or five thou- 
sand dollars thrown away, when we have obtained 
| a double set of indexes to this work. 

Mr. BENTON. The Senator from Kentucky 
seems to bear in mind a remark I made with re- 
spect to a plan of his for certain printing, a year 
ago. I take it all back—the whole of it; I rub it 
all out—I expunge it. [Laughter.] 
having made a clear table, I wish to say to the 
honorable Senator from Kentucky, that Messrs. 
Little & Brown have made no index at all; the 
whole work is done, and done under the order of 
the Senate. The whole mass is now lying in the 
Secretary’s office, waiting to be printed, and we 
are delayed in the printing because we are not 
willing to incur the expense. It is a thing already 
done, and the printing is what is waited for. I 
cannot recollect how long it is since l first began 
to look at collections of laws. I never saw any 
without an index; even a litle bit of a thing with 
a blue paper cover has an index. But thisis a 
į most admirable index, collecting under one head 
everything that relates to any one subject, through 
the whole period of legislation from the foundation 
of the Government. This is the first of the kind 
we have had, and any gentleman will find by exam- 
ination that it is admirably arranged; that we have 
under one head, alphabetically arranged, every 
law passed on any one subject from the founda- 
tion of the Government; and he will see what the 
laws are, and be able to enlighten his mind in 
relation to the whole subject. What we have to 
do is to bring down the work to the close of the 
| Present session. It is altogether better than any 
ever before published, a thing of very greatconve- 
nience, and is now ready to be printed; and this is 
the way of getting it printed, when we cannot get 
it done in any other way. It will only be neces- 
sary that the Secretary of the Senate order it to be 
printed, and we shall have it. 

Mr. DOWNS. I would like to know from tho 
; Senator from Missouri whether this work has been 
examined by any legal gentleman, so as to vouch 
for its correctness. Iam led to think that itis not 
unlikely that a great part of this work may have 
been copied from the old indexes. l have not ex- 
amined the subject at all myself, so as to be able 
to say whether this is the case or not, but I merely 
ask the question for the sake of obtaining informa- 
tion. The edition of the laws published by Messrs. 
Little & Brown is a very important work, but there 
jare many errors in it; and 1 am anxious, before a 
| determination is made of this question, to know 
whether those errors have been copied, or whether 
they have been corrected. There is a very im- 
portant error in the work of Messrs. Little & 
Brown, which ought certainly to be considered 
before final action is had by Congress on this 
| question. The error is this, many laws are marked 
as obsolete which are not so,and which have been 


error has created on many occasions great diff 
| culty, especially in criminal cases, where the law 
is required to be strictly construed. Here, for 

Tee, although marked 


instance, is a law yet in fo 
You produce a ‘book, 


in this work as obsolete. 
published under the sanction of Congress, stating 


i 


than a mere compilation of old matter, and will cost | 


own away. | 


And now, | 


decided by high tribunals to be still in force. This | 


that this law is obsolete, and although it is not 80 
in fact, yet a jury cannot find a criminal. guilty 
| under this alleged obsolete law. I know that such 
cases have occurred. 

My attention, and also that of the Judiciary 
Committee, has been called to this; and I should 
| certainly like to know hefore we publish any more 
| of Messrs. Little & Brown’s works whether these 
| errors have been copied or corrected. Iam decid- 
| edly of opinion, that before this work is printed it 
| Should be submitted to a committee of the Senate, 
or some officer of the Government, to ascertain 
| whether or not these errors have been corrected. 
| This requires both time and experience; and I 
think that both should be applied before we go to 
the expense of reprinting. If any gentleman can 
| vouch for the accuracy of this work, I shall be 
glad to hear him do so; but I cannot give my 
approbation to the motion to print until somebody 
can answer the question satisfactorily, i 

Mr. DICKINSON.. It is quite obvious that 
this subject is to take the common lot of other 
questions, and I move that it be temporarily Jaid 
upon the table, that we may proceed to the con- 
sideration of the deficiency bill. 
| The motion was agreed to. 


MR. BELL’S RESOLUTIONS. 


| Mr. DICKINSON. I move to proceed to the 
consideration of the special order, made a day or 
| two since, being a bill to supply deficiencies in the 
appropriations for the service of the fiscal year, 
ending the 30th of June, 1850. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The first business 
' in order is the unfinished business of yesterday. 
Mr. DICKINSON. I move to lay iton the 
| table, in order to take up the deficiency bill. 

Mr. WEBSTER, Will the honorable member 
; allow me to say a word? 

Mr. DICKINSON. Certainly. 
|i will renew the motion. 

Mr. WEBSTER. Mr. President, I had hoped 
: that, on account of the pressure for the passage of 
| the deficiency bill, this subject of raising a com- 
i| mittee on the several seis of resolutions might have 
|; been finished yesterday. Itis in rather an aukward 
i| position at present. I should be glad to have it 
| decided in one way or the other. Still, if the 
| honorable member from New York deems’ it his 
| duty to proceed with this revenue or deficiency 
bill, as it is called, I shall present no objection. 
I take the occasion to say, however; that after 
i the experience of yesterday, and after it has be- 
| come so very apparent that there is a long train of 
; propositions, amendments, discussions, and de- 
| bates still to be gone through with, if this matter 
|| of raising a committee is to be pressed, I suggest 
ji now to those gentlemen who feel most interest- in 
i that course of proceeding, whether it js worth 
| while further to press for a committee and a refer- 
ji ence. Jt strikes me that all these things must be 
| discussed in the Senate, sooner or later, and there 
i decided. There are three subjects—three questions 
i —to be decided. The first naturally is, shall Cali- 
fornia be admitted into the Union as she now pre- 
ii sents herself and her constitution? The second is; 
| Shall there be temporary governments for the 
|: territories? And if there shall, then the third ques. 
|. tion is, shall there be in those territorial govern: 
|: ments the anti-slavery prohibition? Now, Tsup- 
pose that every gentleman, who reflects. fora 
;; Moment on the usual course of proceeding, will see 
' that if the bill for the admission of California be 
| taken up, the last of these questions will be the 
| first to be decided. -If that bill shall be taken up, 
| no doubt there will be a proposition to amend it, 
| by adding one of the territorial bilis. Next, no 
| doubt, there will be a proposition to amend that 
| amendment by inserting in the territorial part of 
the bill what is called the Wilmot proviso. And 
this amendment to the amendment will, if this 
; course be pursued, be the first question to be de- 
cided; and the questions may probably be taken 
-in this way, as well asin any other. “However, 
sir, my object at present is not to enter into ex- 
i tended observations. I have made an honest effort 


But I hopehe 
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to conform to the wishes of a part of the Senate, | 
who have thought that some good might arise | 
from sending these propositions to a committee, | 
J have never been sanguine, as the Senate knows, | 
as-to any such valuable result; and afier the de- 
bates and votes of yesterday, I see very little pros- 
pect that any benefit will ensue from pressing the 
roposal ofa; reference to a committee further. 
My own opinion is quite the other way. I think, || 
-aa things now stand, nothing can come of it but a | 
fresh series of instructions and amendments, bring- | 
ing on. debates and discussions of which. no one 
can see the end. Iam inclined, therefore, for my 
part, instead of wasting more time on these reso- 
lutions, to proceed with the bill or bills, and act | 
directly on the several provisions as they may 
arise. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I shall move, before 1 
close, to lay this subject temporarily on the table. 
Idò not believe this deficiency bill will take over 
an hour or two to dispose of it, and the object of 
the Senator may be attained by taking up the sub- 
ject afterward. I would not press this bill if I 
did not consider it a matter of public duty. There | 
are many old pensioners in town now, waiting for | 
their money, and they cannot get away until this 
bill is passed. It can be taken up and passed in | 
an hour, and I therefore move to lay the pending | 
subject on the tabte, 

Mr. CLAY. The Senator would oblige me if 
he would withdraw his proposition for a moment. | 
I desire to make a suggestion which, I trust, will 
secure the approval of a majority of the Senate. | 

Mr. DICKINSON. 
more. My patience is not yet exhausted. | 
= Mr.CLAY. Mr. President, we are all desirous | 
of arriving at practical results, and of arriving at | 


those results with as little prolongation of the un- | 
fortunate delay which has already occurred as | 


may be- possible. Now, sir, allow me to make a 
suggestion to these who are opposing the appoint- 


ment of this committee, with which I really think, | 


if, as is no doubt the case, they are desirous of 
reaching practical results, they will be disposed to 
comply. On the one hand are those who wish for 
the appointment of the committee; on the other 
those who wish to supersede. the committee, and | 


take up forthwith the California bill. Now, what | 
1 suggest is this, that we shall proceed to the ap- | 
pointment of the committee; and on that subject, | 


sir, allow me to say, in the first place, that if no 
good no harm can come from it. But I believe 
that good will result from it—not to the extent, 


I will withdraw it once || 


not unite the California.and the:territorial bills; for 

1, for one, if nobody else does, mean to propose 

asan amendment to it the territorial bill. If the 

majority is against me, be it so; if the majority is | 
with me, I suppose that a submission to the de- 

cision of the majority in my favor will be acqui- 

esced in by the opposing party,with the same | 
promptitudeand cheerfulness with which I shall ac- 

quiesce in the decision ofa majority contrary tomy 

views—so that nothing is gamed by the rejection 

of the. committee proposed to be constituted — 
nothing whatever. A motion to strike out the ter- 
ritorial part of the proposition, and leaving Cali- 
| fornia to stand alone, would elicit a majority on 
the one side or the other; so that nothing is ob- 
tained by having the California bill reported sepa- 
rately. The union or non-union of the bills is a 
| proposition from which there is no escape—no 
evasion. I pledge myself, if my life is spared, if 
| no other Senator moves it, to move, when the 
California bill is taken up, the addition of the ter- 
ritorial bill. 1 will not now enter into the consid- 
| eration of the propriety of this union, for I have 
done that heretofore, and I will do ithereafter, and 
will show additional conservative considerations, in 
my view, for the connection of the two subjects 
together. J believe that nothing but a great and 
useless waste of time will result from this unprofit- 
able struggle to avoid the committee. And gentle- 
men will permit me to say, that if it is avoided, it 
is but for the day or the moment only, for there 


present and united with the twenty-eight who voted 
yesterday, will constitute a majority of thirty-three 
or thirty-five Senators of the body, and you can- 
not therefore escape the committee, or the attempt 
to unite the two bills. Why then waste time m 
this useless contest, whether the committee shall 
be appointed to-day or to-morrow, or whether the 
California bill shall be taken up to-day or to- 
| morrow? The proposition I wish to submit to 
the Senate, and especially to the Senator from 
| Missouri is, whether it is not better ‘to waive all 
| impediments to the constitution of the committee? 
Let it be raised. Let the California bill be taken 
up on Monday, after the deficiency bill shall be 
acted on, and let the committee be delibera- 
ting, when the Senate is not in session, on the 
various topics committed to their care, and make 
| such a report as they shall determine, without at 
| all arresting the progress of the discussion upon 
i one or other of the measures. I submit to the 
' Senate, and especially to the Senator from Mis- 


perhaps, that others imagine. A report from | 
such a committee as is contemplated to be ap- 
pointed—I speak not of the individual who ad- 
dresses you, for though I shall submit to what 
the Senate may determine, yet I should as lief | 
be off it as on it—will be productive of much | 
good. I do believe that such 
should take up the subject in a comprehensive 
point of view, and make a report upon the bills | 
which are now before the Senate—such, for ex- 
ample, as the California bill, the territorial bill, 
the fugitive slave bill—making upon each subject 
such recommendations as may appear to the com- 
mitiee proper and useful, and presenting at the 
same time amendments. Some amendments may 
be indispensable. As to this California bill, if we | 
pass it, they are indispensable; for if the Califor- į 
nia bill is passed in the shape in which it now is, | 
it is a renunciation of al! the public domain of the | 
United States lying within the limits of California. | 
This committee, Í repeat, making suggestions and 
recommendations, and exhibiting a general plan | 
for the settlement and compromise of all those | 
troubles which now annoy and afflict us, and pre- | 
senting to the country in one collective view, as | 
to each and every subject—reporting, for example, | 
what I think ought to be done, a bill for the abo- | 
lition of the slave-trade in this District, and adapt- | 
ing, if you please, the law of Maryland, which | 


i 
| 
l 
j 
Í 
l 
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prevails on that subject, and reporting other bills i 


and amendments where necessary, 
the Senate—I do believe that such a report, coming ii 
from a committee, constituted of thirteen members 
of this body, will be attended with very advanta- j 
geous and beneficial results to the country. Now, i 
we may go on from day to day, and week to week, i 
in this struggle to avoid a committee, and in the || 
attempt to take up the California bill, and it will i 
result in nothing but delay. Sooner or later we f 
must arrive at the question whether we will or will || 


a committee |! 


and where |! 


they are not, recommending a course of action for ji ü 


souri, if this is not the best course to pursue ? 


Mr. BENTON. That, sir, is the right way. 
| That is a fair, open, manly proposition, and it will 
| produce a fair test in reference to the conjunction 
or separation of these subjects. Then every Sena- 
| tor will be one of the committee which will act in 


| mittee of the Whole Senate, that committee cannot 
be less competent because it adds the remainder of 
the members of this body to the thirteen—the 
number of which it is proposed the select commit- 
tee shall consist. Sir, thatis the right way. That 
| isexactly what I proposed yesterday, in the course 
| af the remarks that I made in reply to the Senator 
from Massachusetts. T'here is a very great differ- 
ence, sir, between offering amendments here in 
open Senate, and having them brought in by a com- 
mittee. The method proposed by the Senator from 
Kentucky is the right one, and I hope that the 
Senate will pursue that course. If the conjunction 
of subjects be made by the Senate, I shall of course 


not so if made by the committee. This, sir, is 
the proper cause; it is certainly the fair parlia- 
mentary course; it is in accordance with parlia- 
mentary practice. 
the Senate, in relation to this subject—for I wish | 
| that everything that I contemplate doing shall be | 

known beforehand—that in a certain event there ! 
may be some amendments which I shall have to | 
offer. I have nine amendments, sir, now drawn | 
p, and how many more Í shall have occasion to | 


know; but there are nine at present, which I do 
know of, for I have already drawn them up. 
A Sewaror. Let them be read. 


The VICE PRESIDEN®. 
called for. 


Mr. BENTON. 
to nothing. 


Is the reading 


I ask nothing, sir, and object | 


| are six or seven Senators now absent who, when | 


the case; and when the bill is referred to the Com- } 


| 
: : ! 
aequiesce—I shall offer no further resistance; but./ 


And now, sir, I wish to say to | 


i 
i 
| 

li 


The amendments were read by the Secretary, 
as follows: 

}. With jnstractions, that in any bill, scheme, or other 
measure or measures they. may report, they shall not enn- 
nect Wie adm on of the State of California with any other 
proposed legislation which shall require the assent of any 
' other State to its completion. i 

2. That they shall not comnect the admission of the State 
of California with any measure which ts comected with a 
; question of boundary, or other controversy, with any other 
State. $ 

3. That they shall not connect the admission of the State 
of California with any other measure of less dignity than 
the reception and admission of a sovereign State, to be a 
new and entire member of this Union. 

4, That wey shall not make California a party to, or in 
any way include or connect her with, any provision in the 
nature or intent of a compact relating to slavery, or to any 
stave State or slave territory, other than the compacts of 
! the. Constitution. 

5, That they shall not make California a party to, or in 
any way include or connect her with, any provision in the 
nature or intent of a compact of auy description, other than 
the compacts of the Constitution, and those compacts re- 
lating to the domain which have been heretofore required 
f of new States formed out of the territory of the United 

States. 
| 6. That they shall not report any measure proposing any 
alteration in the boundaries of the State of California. 
| 7. That they shal) not make the State of Califurnia a 
party to, nor in any way connected with, or the question of 
| her admission in any way connected with or dependent on, 
| any provision in the natare of a compact which has not been 
| required of cither of the following named States : Ohio, In- 
diana, Illinois, Michigan, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, 
| Arkansas, Missouri, Iowa, Wisconsin, and Florida. 

8. That they shall not make a party to, or in any manner 
bind to, include in, or connect with, any provision having 
the character or intent ofa compact, any State, or people 
having the political organization of a State, not represented 
in this body. 

9. That they shall not connect the admission of the State 
of California with any matter foreign to the admission of 
|| that State in a direct manner, on a precisely equal footing 
with the original States, and unincumbered with any other 
conditions, responsibilities, or considerations. 


il Mr. DICKINSON. I move that the whole 
matter be Jaid upon the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 
| Mr. DICKINSON. I will now move that the 
| Senate proceed to the consideration of the defi- 
ciency bill. 


EXPLANATION. 


Mr. KING. Will the Senator waive his mo- 
tion for a moment, to permit me to make a cor- 
rection ? 

Mr. DICKINSON. Yes, sir; certainly. 

Mr. KING. kt isa matter that is certainly of 
very little importance in itself, and yet it might, if 
allowed to pass without notice from me, have the 
effect of creating the supposition that I had used 
expressions that were disrespectful toward a class 
of persons in this country for whom I entertain 
the highest respect—men whom I know to be pa- 
triotic and high-minded men. I am represented in 
the Union of this morning as having said that 
I suspected the motives of those individuals who, 
a few years past, entertained a disposition to free 
themselves from what they and I considered to be 
unjust and oppressive legislation; that I suspected 
their motives, and therefore went in opposition to 
them. What I did say, sir, was, that while I re- 
spected their motives, I thought that the course 
they pursued might be injurious to the country, 
i| and therefore I went against them: that, and that 
alone, sir, was what I said. I repeat again, that 
from personal intercourse with those gentlemen, 
and the long acquaintance that I have had with 
them, although they took a course that I did not 
| myself approve of, under the circumstances, I do 
not believe there are more upright or more patriotic 
men in the State to which allusion was made, 


! DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


t 
Mr. DICKINSON. I now move that the Sen- 

ate. proceed to the consideration of the bill to sup- 
| ply deficiencies in the appropriations, 
The motion was agreed to. 
And the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
| proceeded to consider the bill “ to supply deficien- 
| cies in the appropriations for the service of the 
fiscal year ending the 30th Jane, 1850.” 

The VICE PRESIDENT stated the first ques- 


li 


i 


lancehere.c this é nn a _ tion to be on the first of the series of amendments 
4 Prepare, eponent saith not, for he doth not! reported from the Committee on Finance, viz., to 


strike out the following: 
« Toward the erection of the wings of the Patent Office 


Í building, according to the original plan, under the direction 
of the Secretary of the Interior, $90,000, to be paid out of 
| the patent fund.” 


Mr. DICKINSON. The action of the com- 
mittee would appear to the Senate to be somewhat 
summary, and it becomes proper, therefore, that 


1850. 
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123 


i Auditor of the Treasury of the Post-Office Depart- 
ment. I have seen Mr. Farrelly, and he states 
J i I ii that, at the time of the introduction of his amend- 
Congress, $50,000 were appropriated for the erec- || ment, he had in view no plan but the plan I have 
tion of the wings of the Patent Office. The money |; spoken of—a pian drawn by Mr. Mills, and rec- 
thus appropriated has by the proper disbursing ofii- || ommended by Mr. Burke—for wings of one hun- 
cers been expended, and a much larger amountex- © dred feet length, at a total cost of $150,000. Being 
pended, and an additional appropriation of $90,000 | in favor of that plan, he offered this amendment 
is asked, for the purpose of proceeding with the | in accordance with the policy of accommodating 
building, and this appropriation.was made by the bill į! the Patent-Office in their business. He did not 
as it came from the House of Representatives. The | draw up the amendment himself, but, according to 
action of that portion of the committee, who favored |: his recollection, it was handed to him by some 
the striking out of that section, was founded upon | one around him; and he, supposing it carried out 
the belief that there had been very great wrong ii his views, and the views of the Commissioner, 
committed by seme one—to call the error by no: and that the additions ought to be made to the 
harsher name—practically, in regard to the erection |; office as proposed, offered it, and it was adopted. 
of this building upon its present plan. When. 
that building was first projected, a plan was | 
framed, or sketched, or drawn up by an architect, | marks: 

during or about the period of the administra- | «Mr, Farrelly, in explanation, said the necessity of an 
tion of General Jackson, which it seems to have |! enlargement of the Patent-Ofiice building has been urged 
been supposed would at some future period be | by the Commissioner of Patents, in the reports of the last 


poe t A A rtp: ‘| three years. The amendment is similar to the one offered 
carried into execution. This plan, as a whole, ii atthe last session. ‘Che Jaw requires a classification of the 


contemplated a quadrangular building, one facing i; models; but in consequence of want of room, no classifica- 
on F street, as does the present building, the |) tion can be made. ‘fhe models are piled upon each other, 
centre looking down Eighth street, and fronting ‘| $° as to be useless to persons wishing to examine them, and 
z e ; A L 

Q 1 NT? | a canse of delay to the examiners, who are obliged to have 
also on Seventh and on Ninth streets, and on G i; aceess to them. ‘There is not sufiicient room for the con- 
street, with a court in the centre. This is what |! venient accommodation of the officers. The apper hall is 
has been termed by some the original plan—the |; occupied by the collections of curios of theg£xploring 

; A 5 A : si EA ee . a i 
whole idea being based upon the future action of Expedition and National Institution. It is understood that 
Congress, as the exigencies of the occasion should | 


|| these can be removed to the Smithsonian building in two or 
z i wee ii three years; but if the number of applications for patents 

require. The present Patent Office building was || 

erected substantially on that plan, and nothing {| room for a proper arrangement of the models within the 

i 


i 
i 
| 


would call the attention of the Senate to his re- 


S 


increase in the same ratio as they do now, there will not be 
further was done until since the last session of | all, The modele shoul be, xo arranged as tn ive ay oh 
Congress. During the time of Mr. Elisworth’s |) are asufficient number of patented models to fiil the Hall, if 
administration of the Patent Office, he recom- |) arranged in this manner, and it would take at least four 
mended, from time to time, that there should be || timesas much space to exhibit them properly, as is now oc- 
an addition to that building of one wing—no par- || Cubled in the room appropridted to them. | Tn three years, 
ticular specificauon being made as to its length, 
breadth, or height. He simply recommended the 
erection of one wing, for the purpose of accom- 
modating the business of the Patent Office, and | 
for no other purpose. Mr. Burke has since held i| alt expenses, exceeds $8,009, which gives upward of 
the office of Commissioner of Patents, and while | z o moro tuhe EA Saree ie ee 
i M g 1 | C (de 3 stimate o! Bareilles D e cost o 

holding that otis Marita in a number of } ereruns tha two vinia, according to the orisinal pian, is 
his annual reports an addition to the Patent Office. i| 150,00). The Patent-Office fimd is set apart by law for 
He recommended that the wings should be made |) the use of the office. No more 
one hundred feet in length, ranning back toward 
G street, and he employed an architect, Mr. | 
Robert Mills—the very person who is the archi- | 
tect upon, and has had charge thus far of, the | 
structure now in progress—to prepare him a plan, | 
which he did in 1845, whereby the two wings |; f , as 
were projected rinety-eight or one hundred feet in i speaks of it as according to the original plan, 
length, and the entire expense of the structure, |! regarding Mr. Burk’s as such; for he gives both 
when completed, to amount to $150,000. ji dimensions and costin conformity with it. And it 

| 

| 

H 

| 


li whieh would require more room than the present building 
could furnish. 


» Commissioner, amounted, on the Ist of January, 1848, to 
upward of $207,000. She surplus of the present year, over 


: proper classitication and arrangement of modets,” 


show the clearly-defined intention of Congress, 
It was all that was said upon that occasion. He 


|; may well be said, that if it was intended ever to 


I have seen the late Commissioner, and eon- Jt t 
versed with him on this subject, and he says that || erect the quadrangular building, this was so far in 
ii harmony with it. The present plan of construc- 
tion is carried on under the supervision of Mr. R. 


Mills, architect—the same gentleman who made 


he desired Mr. Mills, in making his estimate, to 

be sure and have it strictly correct, in order that |! 
the expense might not exceed the estimate. This | F n 
plan and estimate Commissioner Burke commu- | the plan and estimate for Mr. Burke, of which I 
nicated to Congress in 1845, with his annual re- || have already spoken. He therefore knew of it. 


j peas 
port, and recommended its adoption. Mr. Mills, || He knew what the commission intended, and had 
| good reason to know that Congress had in view 


this plan, and no other. The plan now being 
| executed under the general direction of the Secre- 
| tary of the Interior, and under the immediate con- 
trol of Mr. Mills, makes the wings of the Patent 
Office, instead of ninety-eight or one hundred feet 
in length, two hundred and seventy feet in length, 
each going through to G street; and instead of an 
estimate of $150,000, the lowest asking estimate 


i 
| 
in his estimate, uses the following language in |; 
submitting his plan and estimate to the Commis- 
sioner: \! 
í Agreeahly to your request, [have the honor to make |; 
the following statement in relation to the plan submitted | 
for your consideration, of the proposed additions to Wie Pat- | 
ent-Office building: C | 
“ lst. On the estimates.—-The vast and west wings, each | 
400 feet deep and 70 feet front, made thoroughly fire-proof, | 
and to correspond in their arcbilecture and. material with i 
H 
$ 


e prese vil Š EOE AEE TART ERE 7 $ ‘ Be ai eb 
eot Vina lich has an extra story.880,009 " ue || of the architect, not his taking one, 1s $600,000; 
ENE east WING neeese cece eceeeeee renee e 70,000 | and I am advised by good mechanics here, who | 


150,00: 

He then goes on to describe the various apart- 
ments it will contain. Ihave the original plan, |: 
which was placed atthe time of its submission on 
the files of the Patent-Office, and which, being an ‘| erection of the wings was first proposed, a plan 
official paper, must have remained there, as well i| has been entered upon that will involve an ex- 
ag in the official reports of the department, ever i| penditure, at the lowest estimate, of $600,000: 
since. ‘This plan accompanied Mr. Burke’s re-i and we must all be blind to experience, and the 
ports, made in December, 1845, and he has referred |; evidences about us, not to sce that it will swell up 
to that plan from time to time in his annual re- || to double that amount if carried on as at present 
ports, and urged its adoption, even up to the last |} contemplated. Now under whose direction is this 
report, made at the close of the last Administra- 
tion. The last Congress, acting upon his recom- 
mendation, appropriated $50,000 toward the erec- 
tion of the wings of the Patent-Office. The 
amendment to an appropriation bill, which rec- 
ommended the erection of these wings, was intro- 
duced. by a member of Congress from Pennsylva- 
nia, the Hon. Mr. Farrelly, who is at present 


are 
least $1,250,000 to complete the wings. Here, 
then, instead of the $150,000 expenditure contem- 


Mr. Mills. The Secretary of the Interior, in a 
i brief conversation which I had with him, and sub- 
| sequently in a written communication to me, stated 
that upon examination of the law, and what he 
ascertained about the original plan, he felt himself 


& 


Here is what Mr. Farrelly said at the time, and I | 


if five thonsand additional modeis will probably be coticered, $ 


“She Patent-Office fand, according to the report of the |! 


i appropriate expenditure : 
i ean be made of this fund than providing necessary build- | 
ings for the transaction of he business of the office, and the |: 


I read these remarks and state these facts to | 


practical builders, that it will no doubt cost at | 


{ f i 
i| plated by the Commissioner of Patents, when the | 
| 


done? Why, under the general direction and su- | 
pervision of the Secretary of the Interior, end | 
under the immediate supervision of this architect, | 


' understood, the original plan, he accordingly gave 


‘wings of two hundred and seventy feet. length 
each. 
Now, | know it is very easy to censure execu- 
tive officers; but I have not done so heretofore, nor 
i do I intend to do so now. I propose to examine 
| his positions, however, and see whether he ought 
not to have acted otherwise. Being in a new and 
unorganized department, and charged with the 
performance of various duties that were devolved 
‘| upon him, he doubtless did not have time to. give 
i} it as much attention as was desirable; but if he 
|; had looked into any portion of the history of the 
i, action of Congress, or to the circumstances which 
., Surrounded it, he must have seen that the struc- 
i; tare in progress was neither justified by the letter 
i: nor spirit of the appropriation. It was undoubt- 
|| edly done mainly under the advice of the architect, 
: and he is mainly responsible for it to his principals 
yet I must say, with all due respect, that, in my 
judgment, it was the duty of the Secretary of the 
Interior, when he saw the comparatively small 
amount appropriated of fifty thousand dollars, in 
| contrast with this proposed enormous outlay, to 
have inquired into the facts which induced Con- 
| gress to make it. If he had inquited of his imme- 
| diate superintendent at the Patent-Office—the head 
of that bureau—he would have learned from Mr. 
: Burke the nature of the plan recommended to and 
adopted by Congress; and: that it was a plan pro- 
viding only for wings one hundred feet in length, 
i at a cost of one hundred and fifty thousand dol- 
|i lars. If he had consulted the files of the Patent 
|! Office, he would have there found the plan of the 
i officer upon which Congress acted. If he had 
ii looked into the Patent Office reports, he would 


i 


|; have found that plan recommended year after year. 
Now, while I do not desire to be censorious, I 
must say that this strikes me asa strange departure 
' from the right and usual mode of proceeding, when 
such vast results depend, and that Congress should 
| not sanction it. But whoéver sanctions, for one 
I will not. ‘ 
I will give my reasons why [have suggested 
that this course is not according to the letter or 
spirit of the law. The original sketch or plan, I 
would remark, has been brought here, and I pre- 
ii sume every one has seen it, and have desired to 
look at it. Many Senators no doubt have been 
i importuned by their friends and influential citizens 
residing here—I know that I have-to have the 
i! present plan carried forward; and if I were legis- 
i lating to gratify personal friends, and F had. taken 
ll an cath to carry out their wishes, E: might have 
|| yielded to their solicitations; but’ I do not under- 
| stand that I have a right to consuit privatë feel- 
| ings, in regard to public. measures, and.thérefore 
| I shall discharge the duty. which I owe to my po- 
|| sition as a responsible legislator, and a member of 
| the Finance Committee. There is no doubt this 
i original plan, as it is called, contemplated that the 
| building should extend around the whole. square; 
|| but it was just as much a part of that plan, in my 
judgment, to put up the building on G street, as it 
was to build on Seventh and Ninthstreets through 
to G street.. If there. had been no discretion in the 
| Secretary to depart from the original plan of this 
| building, then I contend he should have carried out 
: the orignal plan in fuil, to its extremest limits. Ihe 
! feltauthorized to extend the wings under construc- 
‘tion, in view of their cntire occupancy at some 
fature period, he should have carried it out en- 
i tirely. { thought, even under the view taken, the 
|| Seeretary might have started only one wing, and 


: that might have been more speedily completed for 
| use, and with iess expense and more economy; but 

he states that he thought the law required bim. to 

start both, because it said: wings, and not wing, 
and that he had authorized one to be carried no 
|: higher than the ground. wall. I still thick that 
| when this small appropriation was made, the Sec- 
| retary of the Interior should have inquired into 
! what was manifesily the intention of Congress, 
' and it would have been no great stretch of execu- 
wer to have held this. matter of building in 
l| consideration until Congress had assembled, But, 
i 
i 


ii whether a penny or a pound, it matters not—and 
i then to start off with-out-door legislation, com- 

mence. the work, expend as much of the public 
|| money as is set apart, and go in debt twice as 
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much more, mingle up the laborers of the country, 
and. then importune Congress to. drive through 
further appropriations for their benefit. > The argu- 
ment is advanced that so much has been expended, 
and so much done, that it is better to sanction it, 
and.attend to the next abuse. [tis best, say they, 
now that. it is commenced to finish it; otherwise 
there will be great loss. Well, sir, I think that in 
cases of a character like the present, we should 
make ita question of public morals, and bear the 
Joss. We might lose money for the present, 


though I do not believe it, by stopping this work; | 


it would be economy in the end, because it would 
be a lesson to Congress to legislate in the fature 
with more care; and it would be a benefit to those 
who put our laws in execution, because it would 
teach them to examine them with greater care, and 
learn contractors: not to rely for labor and mate- 
rials upon this loose and uncertain compensation 
in future, which many are pleased to term the faith 
of Congress. The external pressure to get this 
through, lam aware, is very great. F have been 
waited upon by public officers, and by committees 
of laboring men; and we all know that this isa 
part of the machinery which is used in cases of 
this character. I deny pay to no contractor—to 
no laborer. I would give to the poorand honest 
laborer every farthing of his due. 1 would pay 
to every honest and fair contractor his just award, 
and the sun should nat go down ere those dues were 
obliterated; but I will sanction no departure from 
what is manifestly the right course of procedure, 
because of this external pressure, nor shall the two 
subjects be connected, so far as I am concerned. 
Let us look a little into this question of allowing 
the contractor to proceed at his pleasure. Honest 
laborers have been for months without money, 
and. but for the assistance of brokers, almost at 
the point of starvation, becanse of the course pur- 
sued. They could get no money, because there 
was no appropriation; and if they worked, and as 
the work was going on they desired to work, they 
were compelled to take certificates for their work, 
which they were forced to have shaved to their 
own great pecuniary loss, in order to obtain neces- 
saries for their families. Sir, it was wrong to go 
beyond the appropriation. [think it was the duty 
of the executive officer to have forbidden the carry- 
ing forward of this building a single day beyond the 
time when the appropriation became exhausted. 
Tt has been thought otherwise, however. The 
Secretary of the Interior says he directed other- 
wise, and the architect docs not admit that he 
encouraged it; but, like many other things, it was 
nobody’s fanit. 

Mr. SEWARD. Will my colleague allow me 
to ask him a question ? 

Mr. DICKINSON. Certainly. 

Mr. SEWARD. Ido not clearly understand | 
the statement that was made by my colleague | 
when he says the Secretary of the Interior di- 
rected otherwise. 1 wish to be informed in what 
respect he directed otherwise? 

Mr. DICKINSON. He informed them that the 
appropriation was expended as I understand it, 
and that the work could not or should not pro- | 
ceed. Butitdid goon. Tsay, | think he should 
have forbidden them to go on; he should have 

revented them from going further; he should 

ave turned them outof possession. That is what 
I think he should have done. He did, it is true, 
direct them not to proceed, but they nevertheless 
went on, The result is, as [ have already said, 
that the laborers have been left without their pay | 
for a number of months; some of them have had 

to sell their certificates; some have had to usé 
their credit in the market, and at the groceries, as 
best they could, for their daily subsistence; and it | 
has brought upon them much distress—a thing 
which the circumstances of the Government cannot 
justify, This Government is neither dishonest nor 
a pauper Government. They have a disposition as 
wellas the ability to pay the laborer his‘hire, and no 
gentleman of respectability would for a moment jus- | 
tify or tolerate, where he had the coutrol, the with- 
holding of the value of their labor from those who 
are employed on the public works. And I cannot 
justify the conduct of public officers who incur 
obligations for labor, or permit them to be incur- 
red, without having the means of discharging such 
obligations, making outlays so far beyond the 
appropriations, allowing the work to go on with | 
na money to pay for it; contractors to issue certi- | 


|i Speaks of it in this way: 


ficates; make them a currency for the laborers, 


until the half-starved laborers are driven to impor- 
tune Congress to pass a law to pay them, which 
they would not think of passing for any other 
reason. a ys a 

Now, I will state some reasons why I think it 
must have been clear to every one, who took the 
ains to. examine the subject, that Congress never 
intended to go upon any such plan. l take first 
the question in regard to the patent fund itself. 
The amount of the patent fund, on the first of 
January, 1849, was $216,468 83. At the last 
session, Congress appropriated out of this fund 
$50,000 toward the wings of the Patent Office. It 
was estimated by the Commissioner of Patents, 
and Mr. Robert Mills, the architect who has now 
the charge of this great and extravagant structure, 
that the residue of the entire expense of construct- 
ing the Patent Office wings would be $100,000, 
leaving a balance in the patent fund of $66,468 83, 
when they were completed and ready for use. 
From the first of January, 1849, to the first day of 
January, 1850, the receipts of the Patent Office were 
$3,037 34, which raised that fund to $69,505 17. 
The bill of the House proposes an appropriation 
of $90,000 more out of the patent fund, which will 
make $140,000 out of that fund altogether, for the 
last year and this. Now let us look at the finan- 
cial question connected with the patent fund—for 
no one contemplates taking the money out of the 
Treasury of the United States. The arguments of 
the Commissioner, and the language used in Con- 
gress at the time of making the appropriations, 
show that the supposition was, that the patent fund 
would be sufficient to sustain the whole charge. 
It was considered a self-sustaining fund. “Now, 
suppose you take the amount estimated by the | 
architect as necessary for completing the structure 
out of the patent fund, which, when we commenced 
upon it, was only $216,468 83, taking out enough 
to cover the lowest estimate, it will swallow up the 
patent fund to commence with, and leave a debt of 
$383,531 17, which, with interest at six per cent., 
would be $23,011 87, with a net annual income 
of only $3,036 34, taking last year as a guide to 
pay it with. Such would be the result of taking 
the $600,000, if no larger sum, ‘out of the patent 
fund.” It is clear that neither the Executive de- 
partment nor Congress intended to authorize any 
such structure: 

lst. From the plan and estimate of Commis- 
sioner Burke, upon which Congress acted, made 
up by Mills, the architect, who conducts the pres- 
ent. plan, and on file in the Patent Office. 

2d. The remarks of Mr. Farrelly on proposing 
the amendment giving the dimensions of the build- 
ing and the cost at $150,000. 

3d. The small amount appropriated compared 
with the enormous cost. 

4th. That the expense of the addition was to be į 
“taken out of? a fund amounting to only about H 
one third the lowest estimated cost of the present 
plan—the cost being $600,000, and the fund “t out 
of which it is to be taken’? $200,000. 

5th. The absence of ail recommendation from 
any quarter whatsoever for such an addition, of 
all knowledge that any such work was contem- 
plated, and of all necessity for it for any purpose, 
and especially the purpose for which the appro- 
priation was recommended, and actually made, to | 
accommodate the business of the Patent Office. 


But Mr. Ewbank, the present Commissioner, | 


s These additional structures are not required for the 
proper business of the office, but are intended to accommo- 
date other branches of the Government, and those better 
able to pay for them. After contributing 8108,000 to erect 
the present building, it is deemed manifestly wrong to ab- 
sorb what has always been considered the inventors? own 
fund, to increase the facilities of other departments. When 
the upper saloon of the present building, (more than one 
third, and by far the best part of the whole,) temporarily oc- 
enpied. by the collvetions of the exploring expedition and 
the National Tnstitute, is restored to the office, on the com- 
pletion of the Smithsonian Institute, to which the coilection | 
is to be removed, no further accommodation, as regards | 
room, will be required by this bureau.” 


like to know on what authority. Certainly not 


This fund was appropriated, or intended to be ap- 
propriated, to purposes of science; and if this 
additional structure is intended for a department 
better able to pay the expense, they should have 
| paid it, and not taken the money from the patent 
fund. Sir, this was never heard of in the commu- 
nications from the Patent-Office, or any executive 
department, and in the language of Mr. Farrelly, 
who reported the amendment in the other house, 
is significant, clear, and distinct, and shows that 
it was intended for the Patent-Office, and for no 
other purpose. 

But, further: Mr. Ewbank says, ** No further 
accommodation, as it regards room, is required in 
this bureau; that is, the Patent-Office. This 
great structure is not wanted for the purposes of 
the Patent-Office at all, but for other departments, 
better able to pay than that office is; and we have 
a bill before us appropriating $90,000 of this fund, 
belonging to inventors, for the purpose of making 
this structure, or of contributing to it, for the 
| benefit of another department that is better able 
to pay. 

Sir, the Secretary of the Interior in his annual 
report speaks on this subject as follows: 

« The report of the Commissioner of Patents, which will 
be presented at an early day, will show a Jarge surplus fund 
| accumulated from their contributions, a part of which was 
appropriated at the Just session of Congress ‘toward the 
erection of the wings of the Patent-Office building? No purè 
of this addition is considered necessury for the use of that 
office. Instead of thus directing this fund to a general pur- 
pose of the Government, it would seem but just to apply it 
as the Commissioner recommends, or in such other manner 
| that the wisdom of Congress may suggest, for the encour- 
agement of the inventive arts, and the reward of sucecssfud 
inventors,” 

Now, I inquire emphatically and significantly, ~ 
where did the suggestion originate that this build- 
ing was to be erected for any other purpose than 
for the Patent Office? If it was not wanted for 
this purpose, there was no urgency for it, and it 
certainly might have rested without detriment until 
the meeting of Congress, when it could have ex- 
plained the meaning of the law, if it could not be 
understood; but it seems to me there was no diffi- 
culty in the matter in the way of any one who 
would examine it. 

I have no feeling, sir, on this subject, except an 
official one. All who are connected with this 
| building are strangers tome. I know not the face 
| of a single individual, or at least did not until this 
measure came under my consideration as a meni- 
ber of this committee. Numerous friends have 
desired me, now that the work has commenced 
and gone so far, to let it go on, because otherwise 
its stoppage would give rise to much expense, 
But, sir, for that very reason I would not allow it 
to proceed. 1 propose that this work should be 
carried outin the manner in which it was intended 
| to be carried out in the original bill. I am for 
| bringing it back in conformity to that official and 
| authentic plan of the Commissioner of Patents. 
I would cheerfully pay these honest laboring men; 
have an estimate made with the contractors, and 
after settling with them, start out anew. After 
| this matter shall be stricken out, I propose to offer 
| an amendment, providing that the building shall go 
| up on the plan recommended by Commissioner 
| Burke, the plan adopted by the House of Repre- 
| sentatives originally, taking down such parts as go 
| beyond this. I shall propose in my amendment 
to appropriate the sum of $50,000; and if that is 
not enough, the sum of $100,000; at any rate, an 
amount sufficient to pay contractors and laborers, 
to complete the work, and take down what was 
unauthorized and is useless. 1 wish, sir, to be on 
record in the most unmistakable terms against this 
out-door legislation, in making appropriations that 
are againstall reason. f know that the contractors 
were anxious to go on and make money, and of 
this I do not complain, for that is the case with all 
: contractors; and I am for indemnifying all honest 
| contractors for all the labor done, and all damage 


|| actually sustained by a change, 


I suppose he speaks ex cathedra, but I would I 


The amendment, as I have before said, which I 
propose to introduce in the place of the present 


‘| amendment, provides that this work shall proceed 


upon authority derived from Congress. This |! 
work, as [ have said, was supposed to be for the | 
benefit of the Patent-Office; but this official says | 


not only that it was not intended for the Patent- |; 

Office, but that it was intended for a department i 

which was much better able to pay the expense || 

of building. Why, then, did they not say soat | 

first, and take the money out of the patent fund? ji 
a 


|! and be finished in conformity to the intention and 


plan of the last Congress, which made the appro- 
priation that has now run out, referring to the 
plan of the Commissioner, which certainly cannot 
be mistaken for one which for a quarter of a cen- 
tury had been sleeping, and was only exhumed 
when Congress had closed its session. It was 
then found to be so controlling as to admit of no 


1850. 
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delay or modification; and although it contempla- 
ted a dark rich stone, it was found convenient and 
justifiable to change it for costly and glaring 
white marble, which, contrasted. with the grayish 
freestone of the building on F strect, is, in my 
view, in very bad taste, to say the least. 

A trust, sir, that [have made myself understood. 
Iam opposed to taking this patent fund to con- 
struct buildings for any other purpose than for 
the purpose of the Patent Office. I know it may 
be said that itis objectionable that it should pay 
rent. I have spoken on this subject heretofore. 
Tam opposed to the system of paying rent by this 
Government; but the Government had better pay 
rent till doomsday, than permit this lavish and 
profligate expenditure of public money for what is 
not required. 


Now, the plain preposition ail ends in this: | 


Congress intended to expend $150,000 for the 
benefit of the Patent Office; and those who have the 
management have undertaken a work that will 
cost, at the Jowest estimate, $600,000, and one 
that is not wanted for any purpose, much less for 
the Patent-Office; and this cannot be argued away, 
or glossed over. 

With this explanation, I have done. If the 
Senate choose to take the responsibility of making 
the appropriation, I shall have done my duty in 
opposing it. 

Mr. PEARCE. I was one of the members of 
the Committee on Finance that did not concur in 
the recommendation to strike out, and 1 do not 
concur in many of the views that have just been 
presented by the chairman of the committee. 


iF | 


Congress are disposed, sir, to retrace their steps, | 


to repeal their legislation, to undo what they have 
done, and to leave the wreck of the present wings 
of the Patent Office building as a monument of 
legislative folly, why be it so; but it will be a mon- 
ument of their folly, and of the folly of nobody 
else. If we look into the legislation of Congress, 
in regard to this business, we shall see, to be sure, 
agood many surprising things; but we shall find 
nothing that criminates any member of the present 
Executive. Now, sir, I differ from the chairman 
of the Finance Committee in this: The chairman 
thinks that the Secretary of the Interior should 
not have authorized the erection of this building 
upon the plan on which it has been progressing; 
he thinks that he ought to have stopped it, and to 
have adopted a different plan, which he has sug- 
gested;, and that, in consequence of the smallness 
of the appropriation, the Secretary of the Interior 
should either have confined himself to that other 
plan, or to the erection of a single wing. Now, 
sir, if you look at the act of Congress, which was 
the sole guide for the direction of the Secretary, 
you will find this provision: ‘* Toward the erec- 
‘tion of the wings of the Patent Office building, 
t according to the- original plan, and under the 
“direction of the Secretary of the Interior, $50,000, 
‘to be paid out of the patent fund,” &e. This 
language is so plain that no one can misunder- 
stand it. Let me ask, then, what was the duty of 
the Secretary of the Interior, when he proceeded 
to carry out the provision in the act of Congress 
which [ have read? Undoubtedly, the first thing 
was to ascertain what was the original plan. 
Well, for that purpose, he might very well have 
sent, as I presume he did send, to the office of the 
Commissioner of Public Buildings, to ask what 
information was to be found there touching the plan 
of the building. I take leave to say here that the 
original plan was the only one—that is to say, the 
only plan ever adopted by the Executive, or recog- 
nized by any legislation of Congress. I was a 
member of the House of Representatives at the 
time of the passage of the law under which it 
was erected. Its history is this: In 1836 Con- 
gress authorized the erection of new Patent Office 
buildings, according to a plan to be adopted and 
approved of by the President of the United States. 
In pursuance of that law, General Jackson in- 
vited plans for such a building. to_be sent to him. 
Several plans were sent in. He adopted one 
prepared by Mr, Elliot, an architect very well 
known in this city; a copy of whose draft was 
at the time exhibited in Congress, and hung up 
about this building, and is at this time hanging 
in the room of the Finance Committee. General 
Jackson adopted that plan, and Congress two. 
ears afterward passed an appropriation, by which 
r. Elliot was paid $300 for the drawing. That 
plan, adopted by General Jackson under the 


_ original law, was the only one ever recognized-by 


Congress, and although the sanction of Congress 
was not necessary, it was given by the act author- 
izing the payment to Mr. Elliot. “Upon that plan 
the present structure, so far as it goes, waserected, 
and Congress, from time to time, voted large 
sums—over $460,600—for its completion. Now, 
bear in mind that this is the only plan known to 
the legislation of Congress—the only one that 
ever received the approbation of the Executive, to 
whose discretion it was referred, and that all the 
other plans spoken of by the chairman of the 
Committee on Finance are merely things projected 
by individuals unknown, under the law, as neither 
Mr. Burke, Mr. Ellsworth, nor anybody else, 
had any power, from Congress or otherwise, to 
adopt a new plan or modify the original one, 
Now, all this was ascertained by the Secretary of 
the Interior. As soon as be proceeded to execute 
the section of the Jaw which I have read, he had 
to send to the Commissioner of Public Buildings 
for all the information there, and to the Patent 
Office for the original drawing, and to apply the 
money appropriated by Congress to the erection 
of wings according to the original plan. If he 
had departed from that plan, he would have vio- 
lated his duty. If he had undertaken to suspend 
the work, because the appropriation was not so 
large as he in his wisdom thought that Congress 
should have made, he would have been guilty 
of a usurpation of the authority of Congress, or 
have been chargeable with a dereliction of duty, 
for which he would undoubtedly have received the 
condemnation of all parties. He knew his duty 
better. He knew that it did not pertain to the 
heads of departments to repeal or suspend acts of 
Congress, and to depart from the plan which Con- 
gress, or the Chief Magistrate under its authority, 
had adopted and prescribed. 

I admit, sir, as the chairman of the Finance 
Committee has very properly and truly stated, 
that Congress blundered in this matter at the last 
session, as they often do. An honorable member 
of the House of Representatives, who was doubt- 
less entirely ignorant of the effect of his own 
amendment, stated in a speech upon this subject— 
and { do not remember that any other speeches 
were made upon it in that body—that, according 
to the calculations of an able and experienced 
architect, $150,000 would erect wings for the Pat- 
ent Office building. He did not say, nor could he 
have said, that that sum would defray the expense 
of wings, constructed according to the original plan, 
but he referred no doubt to that plan of a restricted 
and diminished building, which had been sug- 
gested by Mr. Burke, and which the chairman of 
the Finance Committee tells you, on the authority 
of the present Commissioner of Patents, is not 
necessary for the Patent Office, while it is entirely 
insuficient for the accommodation of the other 
offices proposed to be put in that building when 
completed. The Senator from New York has asked 
by whose authority and with whom originated the 
plan for accommodating other public offices in the 
building? The Commissioner of Patents says that 
the present structure is sufficient to accommodate 
the Patent Office proper; so that it must necessa- 
rily be supposed that the wings were intended for 
some other purpose; and no other purpose would be 
consistent with the erection of such a public build- 
ing but the accommodation of some other of the 
public offices; and as there are a good many of the 
public offices at present located in buildings in the 


| city, rented for that purpose at an annual expense of 


more than $20,000, most of which are neither suit- 
able nor convenient, I think it was but reasonable 
for the Secretary of the Interior or the Commis- 
sioner of Patents to suppose that it was intended to 
accommodate other public offices in this building. 
But they take nothing out of the hands of Con- 
gress; they usurp no authority when they enter- 
tain that opinion; it is but an opinion, and they 
cannot be reproached with a dereliction of duty 
for holding that opinion. I admit that, in passing 
this appropriation at the last session, Congress 
did not know what they were about; that they did 
not know what the original plan was, or what the 
erection of the wings would cost; but in all that, 
they did nothing more than what they have done, 
in a hundred other cases, or as often as public 
buildings have been erected. I recollect that eight 
years ago, when I was a member of the House of 
Representatives, a proposition was submitted that 
no appropriation for any public building should 


be made until:the plan and:an. estimate ¢ 
had been: presented’ to Congress}. and” 
of; but it. was thought Gongress could. 
tie its own. hands in this way; so'the ‘subject, wai 
dropped. ue SEES 

Now, I said there. was something. curiou 
history of the Patent Office building, and: I thi 
I will-relate it.” In-1836 a bill passed-this body foi 
the erection of a new Patent-Office, which appro=: 
priated $108,000 for the erection-of. the building; 
and the proper furniture for it. That bill-failed:ia: 
the House of Representatives; but an amendment 
to the general appropriation -bill was passed; ap- 
propriating the same sum, and limiting the whole 
expense for building and furniture to'$!108,000, 

sand submitting to the President of the United 
States the selection and adoption of ‘the plan on 
which it was to be erected. Congress was moré 
liberal and obedient to the Executive then than 
now. They allowed a wider latitude ‘and con- 
struction, a larger discretion; and permitted: the 
Executive in those days to. assume a little res: 
sponsibility, which now would: be visited with 
heavy punishment. The old General, regarding 
good taste, public spirit, and: national, magnifi-’ 
cence more than the stinted economy-of. C 
gress, in directing the erection of a: building 
cost. $108,(00, adopted the plan of Mr. .Eltiot;. 
which, J suppose, will cost not far from $1,000,000; 
and Congress very meekly kissed ‘the rod with 
which he chastised them, and in ‘about eight 
months after, passed a bill for another $100,000, 
without a word of rebuke or reproach from any. 
man of either party in either branch of Congress. - 
These appropriations were repeated from time to 
time, until the present structure—less than a quar- 
ter of the building proposed by General Jackson— 
was completed at a cost of about $450,000. That: 
was the liberal way in which we did things te 
years ago. Ei 

Now, the Secretary of the Interior does not take: 
it upon himself to be quite so liberal and mag= 
nificent as all this. He is content with looking ta 
the letter of the law, and following it just‘as-elose- 
as he can. He sent for a copy of the original 
plan, and for General Jackson’s instructions to. 
Mr. Mills, a copy of which I hold in my hand. 
After adopting the plan of Mr, Elliot, which he 
says Mr. Mills is to follow, he says: 

“ I further appoint Robert Mills as architectto aid in form- 
ing the plans, making proper changes therein fram time to.” 
time, and seeing to the erection of said buildings, in substan. 
tial conformity to the plans hereby adopted, which are in’ 
their general outlines to be, as to the: Treastry buildin: 
plan annexed'by said: Mills } and as tothe Patent: 
annexed hy Mr. Elliot--the “former. building: to: 
on the.old site, and the Jatter-one.on Weeguare north 
Post Office. a ANDREW JACKSO 

Now, sir; when the Secretary of thé Interior: . ` 
had got the plan of Mr. Elliot, and these instruc: 
tions of General Jackson, and was proceeding to 
carry out the act of Congress, what could he do- 
what ought he to have done—but:to ‘appointan 
architect and enter into contracts, in conformity 
with thelaw, to erect these wings of the Patent Office 
upon the original plan, He- had no discretion to 
adopt a new plan, or to vary the old one—tovbegin 
one wing and leave the other untouched; but asa. 
prudent man he took this step; he directed the ex- 
cavation to be made for the wing on the west side 
of the building, and the foundations to be laid, so 
as to be prosecuted rapidly in the ensuing sum- 
mer, if it pleased Congress to make the necessary 
appropriations; and with regard ta. the eastern 
wing, the foundations were laid, and the building:. 
carried up a few feet above the surface, n 

The construction naturally put on the -act-o 
Congress was, that as he was to proceed with the: - 
erection of both wings, and not.to~exceed: th 
sum of $50,000 of expenditure, until’ Congress 
should meet again, it must have been the intention 
of Congress to have the foundations of the wings 
prepared, so as to. be. ready:to -be- proceeded -with 
next summer, when a further appropriation might 
be made, and to-go.on. with the other wing as fast 
as the appropriation would permit, Atal events, 
this seemed:fo be the most discreet and judicious 
mode. of applying the funds voted by Congress, 
This he did, and when the appropriation was. out, 
he direcied.all expenditure on the building to cease; 
and it is‘no fault of his that the work went on 
through an arrangement between the contractors 

‘and the laborers. - The laborers were unwilling at 
Uthe. beginning of the winter, or at the close of the 


fall, to leave this place, which they had selected as 
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their temporary-home, and to go.in search of work 
elsewhere. Théy preferred to remain.at work, and: 
by agreement with the contractor, with whom the 
Secretary of the Interior had nothing to do, and 
which he positively refused to sanction, the labor- 
erg continued :to labor upon-credit, and the contract- 
ors to furnish materials out of their own resources, 
iv viever entering into their heads to suppose that 
Congress would do anything like that King of 
France, who marched up the hill with forty thou- 
sand mën, and:then—marched down again. ai 

They did not. suppose that Congress, after di- 
recting the erection of the wings of the Patent 
Office on the original plan, was going to abandon 
it, anà leave the unfinished work as a monument 
of their own stultification.. They had faith in Con- 
gress, and Tam sure that Congress will respond to 
the humane and sympathetic proposition of the 
chairman of the Committee on Finance, who says 
that he will not allow these poor fellows to suffer. 
But, sir, the Senator from New York says that the |! 
Secretary of the Interior has departed from the | 
original ‘plan in this wise: The original plan con- | 
templated a quadrangle, and therefore. if he felt 
bound to pursue the original plan, and erect the | 
two wings, he should also have put up the other | 
end of the quadrangle. In this I beg leave to dif- 
fer from the honorable Senator. The act of Con- 
gress does not direct him to complete the quad- |) 
rangle, but to put up the wings. But the Senator’| 
says, again, he has departed from the original plan, 
in not using freestone for the completion of the | 
building on the original plan. The word “plan” | 
here means the draft or drawing of the building, | 
approved by General Jackson, and has no refer- | 
ence to the ‘material of which it is to be built. 

I know very well that in the original bill, appro- | 
priating $108,000 for the erection of the building, | 
one quarter of which has already cost over $400,000, 
it was proposed that the building should be erect- 
ed of sandstone, provided that no cheaper and į 
better material could be got; but I also know that (| 
Congress has repeatedly since that time, by the ac- |) 
tion of its conmittees, determined that this freestone | 
is not a cheap and suitable material for any pub- 
lic building; and it requires no architect to find | 
that out. Everybody who has looked at this 
Capitol knows what a loose, friable, crumbling | 
sort of stone itis. Being an argillaceous and fer- | 
ruginous sandstone, absorbing much water, it 
easily peels off under the action of the weather, | 
so that it must be kept constantly painted to guard 


ject, he says, for tearing down a part of the | 


i! priation for that custom-house, for the erection of 


But- the Senator from New. York has a. pro- 


building and putting up wings one hundred in- | 
stead of two hundred and seventy feet in length. 

I hope this plan will not be adopted, and for | 
these reasons: We do not know how much it; 
will cost to tear down the building alreddy erected, 
and to fill up the chasms that will be. formed in 
consequence. And if we do all that, for what 
purpose is it? The Commissioner of Patents says 
that the smaller wings: are not-necessary for that | 
bureau, and it would not be sufficient to accom- 
modate the other public offices. 1 admit, sir, that 
Congress, in passing the appropriation: bill Jast 
session, did not know what the building was going | 
to cost, but I say, at the same time, that it will not 
cost more than this nation is abundantly able to į 
pay, or more then itis worth, and not more than 
would erect a building suitable and reputable to a 
great nation like this. Weare constantly boast- 
ing that we are a great and glorious Republic, and 
talking about our wealth and power, and our high 
destiny; and it would be a very small thing if we | 
were to cut down the scale of our expenditure to f 
that of a petty state, to run after this thing economy, | 
which is an excellent thing only when it is com- | 
bined with sach liberality as to preserve a sort of | 
decent respectability. I hold that a great nation 

like this, with its wealth, its power, its progress, 
and its high destiny, ougbt at all events to have 
buildings quite as respectable, and if you please, 
quite as magnificent, as those which other great 
people at all times have erected for the accommo- | 
dation of their public officers, and the transaction 
of their public affairs. Congress never did begin | 
this system of small economy without becoming | 
ashamed of it, and in the end adopting a different | 
system. ‘Take for example the Boston custom- 
house, In the year 1834 we made our first appro- 


which, including the purchase ofa site, $50,000 was 
allowed, and the proceeds of the sale of the old 
custom-house, which was expressly declared to be | 
intended to cover the whole expense. This, too, | 
was in the time of that same liberal and magnifi- 
cent old gentleman, who did pretty much as he 
pleased. Well, a very little while after, Congress 
gave $150,000 more, then $200,000, then $200,000 
more, until finally we finished the Boston custom- 
house at an expense of about $900,000. And yet, 
though there were occasional growlings, I do not | 
remember to have heard such a sharp lecture about 
the Boston custom-house in the other branch of 


' 
| 
i 
{ 
i 
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against atmospheric influence. It crumbles so con- 
stantly, that it was necessary to renew the walls of 
this Capitol near the base in several places, and 
at considerable expeuse, during the present year. 
The same thing may be seen at the cornice of the 
Patent Office, which is crumbling off already, and | 
in the Treasury Department, which is, at some | 
points, moss-grown, only fourteen years after the | 
erection. : 

Well, sir, all those who have considered the 
matter, and inquired into it, have reported that it 
is not a proper building stone; and Congress j; 
showed its knowledge of this fact in the erection ʻi 
ofthe Post Office, which is built of granite and |; 
marble, and which, by-the-by, is a very fine and |l 
beautiful building, and less costly than the Patent ! 
Office. The Secretary of the Interior has ex- | 
plained in his report to Congress why he adopted | 
marble; because it is a cheap stone, obtained in 
the immediate neighborhood, (within thièty or | 
forty miles from here,) is easily worked, and a‘: 
beautifal as well as permanent stone. I think no 
one will blame bim for it. 

Now, sir, in regard to this out-door legislation, 
of which the gentleman from New York has spo- 
ken, I know of none, and I do not know how it is 
that Congress is to be influenced by out-door legis- | 
lation. For one, I am not willing to admit that I | 
was influenced in voting for the appropriation last | 
session by any out-door legislation ; and I suppose | 
that every other member will also resist the charge. |: 
It is true that there has been some importunity, — 
and that members have been strongly urged not 
to stop the work, as the chairman of the commit- |, 
tee wishes ta do, thus throwing all the poor fel- |: 
lows engaged on it out of employment, and wast- ii 
ing theexpenditure upon it already made. Assur- 
edly, if the prosecution of the building were | 
stopped, in a very few years Congress would be- 
come ashamed of this pinching economy, and 
probably rush into the other extreme, and make 
more extravagant appropriations than ever. 


j 


Congress as we have heard this morning from the 
Senator from New York about the Patent Office 
building, which we have ourselves directed to be 
executed upon the plan on which it is now pro- 
ceeding. Now, I hope that Congress will be liberal 
about this thing. 1 think they will do wisely to 
be liberal. I think it would be better to go on 


with the building now, and not to take the money 
out of the patent fund, but to appropriate for it 
hereafter out of the general fund. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, (in his seat.) 
You forgot the New York custom-house. 

Mr. PEARCE. Yes, the New York custom- | 
If we intend | 


house cost over a million of dollars. 


i 


it 


been made by the honorable Senator from Mary- |; 
land, itis hardly necessary that much should be |} 
said to satisfy the Senate that the recommendation || 
of the chairman of the Finance Committee is not 
one which should meet with their sanction. As i 
a member of the Committee on the Public Build- į 
ings, 1 beg leave to say a few words to the Senate. °: 


4 The Committee on the Public Buildings, and I, as `! 


a member of that committee, have thought it to be ! 


| the accommodation of the public offices. 


and I repeat it, merely as a matter of history, that 
in 1886 Congress made an appropriation for the 
erection of a Patent Office; and under the direetion 
of General Jackson, then President of the United 
States, the south front of a building, designed to 
bea quadrangle, was put up, from the original 
design of Mr. Elliot, modified and directed by 
Mr. Robert Mills, the architect. ‘The. corner- 
stone of the building was laid in 1836; the front is 
two hundred and seventy feet long, the breadth at 
thecentreis one hundred and twenty-seven feet, and 
at the end seventy feet. The erection of the build- 
ing has already cost $400,000. Now, sir, itseems 
that the late Commissioner of Patents, Mr. Burke, 
deemed it necessary, so long since as 1845, to re- 
commend to Congress that additional wings should 
be put to the Patent-Office; and he made the rec- 
ommendation because he had found out that the 
present. building was incapable of containing or 
accommodating the increasing wants of the office. 
The late Commissioner of Patents then recom- 
mended the addition of two wings—one eighty feet 
long, the other seventy feet long; one at the east, 
| the other at the west, end of the building. Well, 
i sir, these two wings would have been a very dis- 
proportionate addition to be made to that beautiful 
structure, the Patent-Office; but that Com missioner 
| of Patents decmed it necessary, although the pres- 
ent Commissioner of Patents does not. It seems, 
too, that the Secretary of the Interior, acting under 
a law whieh is compulsory, and proceeding to the 
erection of these wings, has himself, probably re- 
ceiving this information from the Commissioner of 
Patents, decided that these additions are not ne- 
cessary for the Patent Office, although they may 
i be used for some other public offices. 
And here I will take occasion to remark, as a 
member of the Committee on Public Buildings, 
that it isin my opinion wrong that the Govern- 
ment of the United States should be compelled to 
become the tenants of buildings belonging to indi- 
viduals—that the Government of the United States 
should, from any false principie of economy, 
instead of erecting such buildings as the public 
| business of the country requires, upon its own 
| land, of which there are hundreds of acres here, 
: so far degrade itself as to become the tenant 
of those who may come here and build for the 
purpose of speculation, Within the last year 
or two, a worthy and honorable gentleman, for 
whom I have high respect, speculating in the 
want of the Government by the United States of 
a building in which to keep the publie documents, 
came here from Baltimore or Philadelphia, and 
| erected a building close to the departments, which 
j it has been absolutely necessary for the depart- 
ments to rent, for the purpose of keeping safe the 
important papers of the Government of the United 
States, which up to that time had been tossing 
about in all kinds of holes and corners which it 
was *difficult to find. Well, the gentleman, of 
| whom I speak kindly, stepped in and erected this 
building. The foundation may be good—I hope the 
| superstructure is solid and substantial; but the roof 
| was not quite strong enough to withstand the 
| winds of heaven, and the other day it was blown 
: off into the yard of the Navy Department, fortu- 


ij nately, with no further damage than the destruction 
| of a few trees, 


It isa beggarly account for the 
Government of the United States to be compelled 
to rely upon the private enterprise of individuals for 
Another 
case of the same kind is that of this very Secretary 
of the Interior, who seems to be an object of gen- 


eral attack, whose office is now located in the 


house of a private gentleman, certainly as honor- 
able, hospitable, and gentlemanly a man as there is 
in the country; but it isa mean and petty policy 
for the Congress of the United States, the Govern. 
ment of this great Republic, with its coffers swol- 
en almost to bursting, to grudge themselves the 
building necessary for preserving the records and 
papers belonging to the Department of the Interior. 

Our fathers, sir, or the fathers of those younger 
than myself, at any rate, built this Capitol, and it 


has always astonished me that in those days, when 


our duty to inquire with as much care as possible, i: the country was poorand impoverished, any indi- 
into this subject of the Patent Office building, and || vidual should ever have projected this magnificent 
the appropriations made by Congress; and I can || and wonderful building. ‘It is to their lasting 
sec no propriety in stopping the work, and leaving | credit; but even this magnificent building, then 


| the unfinished building, as the Senator from Mary- i! amply large enough, will soon need enlargement. 


land says, as a memento mori of the folly of Con- į! There are sixty of us here now, and I trast there 


gress. , ; will soon be sixty-two; and the other end of the 
It has been said by the Senator from Maryland, || Capitol is equally crowded. This being the case, 


1850. 
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a’ plan has been proposed, which; when it comes 
before the Senate, will be secured I hope from 
remarks such as we have heard to-day, and from 
such pitiful appropriations to commence. with as 
in this case. That plan, which is now under the 
consideration of the Committee on Public Build- 
ings, is for the extension of this Capitol, by adding 
wings. The committee will not feel authorized to 
do more than recommend the subject to the con- 
sideration of the Senate, but if it shall be my hap- 
piness to be here when ‘the subject comes up for 
action, I shall protest against beginning to add 
wings to the Capitol with anything like so small 
an appropriation as was made in the case of the 
Patent-Office., The Committee on Public Build- 
ings are, I believe, unanimously of opinion that 
it is the duty of the Government at once to adopt 


some system of providing public buildings that | 


shall answer the wants of the Government, and 
prove an honor and credit to the country, as well 
as an ornament to this city. Under feelings 
somewhat of this kind, Congress, at its last 
session, passed a bill appropriating $50,000 for 
the erection of the wings of the Patent-Office— 
not for the erection of one wing, or for the 
erection of wings seventy and eighty feet long, ac- 
cording to the recommendation of the late Com- 
missioner of Patents, but for the erection of the 
wings according to the original plan. And what 
was that original plan? It was aquadrangle, and a 
most beautiful edifice it will make. Well, sir, the 
front was then two hundied and seventy feet long; 
they were, according to this original plan, to ex- 
tend the wings two hundred and seventy feet, 
receding as far as the street behind the building, 
and running north and south, (the name of which 
1 forget,) leaving it to Congress at its pleasure at 
some future day to add the northern front of this 
magnificent quadrangle. Well, sir, we must sup- 
pose that some room was wanied for the Patent 
Office, orour friend, Mr. Burke, would never have 
recommended the addition of seventy or eighty 
feet; some room was wanted, What, then, was the 
Secretary of the Interior to do? Here was a de- 
partment created at the close of the session of 
Congress, and without any particular details of 
the powers conferred on the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior, the head of that department; but this appro- 
priation bill says the Secretary of the Interior 
shall cause these wings to be erected. Was he to 
be the judge of a law passed by Congress? Was 
he to take upon himself whether Congress meant 
this or that? Well, what. dces he do? He sends 
for the plan, and what does he find? Efe finds 
that the original plan was a quadrangular building, 
and he was obliged: by the law—a law which he 
could not, arid dare not disobey—to go on and 
carry out the original plan by building the wings. 
He had no discretion at all in the matter. He had 
no revising power of the law, but according to the 
strict language of the law he proceeded to execute it. 

Weil, how did he proceed? He proceeded to 
erect the two wings, and to make the contract with 
this small sum of $50,000, as `a partial appropri- 
ation. He supposed, as he had a right to sup- 
pose—for certainly he cannot be supposed to have 
been in the House of Representatives, and to have 
heard the observations of the member from Penn- 
sylvania, to whom reference has been made, and 
probably the Congressional Globe, from which 
these remarks were read, was not published at the 
time, and if they were, itis not probable they were 


furnished to him in order to ascertain what were | 


the intentions of Congress when they passed the 
law—that such was the intention of the act. So 
supposing, he goes on and causes preparations to 
be made for the erection of the eastern wing, and 
jeft the other in no sort of preparation except the 
erection of a stone basement, merely to indicate 
his disposition to carry out the legislation of Con- 
gress. In this the Secretary acted in good faith. 
it is true, as the Senator says, that each wing 
would cost $300,000; and that if both were carried 
on, it would cost some $600,000; and it is true also, 
that this patent fund is inadequate:to the.comple- 
tion of the work. And the Senator says that the 
fund is sacred to science. I ask the Senator if a 
building should be erected there, with a front on 
four streets, of nearly twelve hundred feet, and 
filled with the models and other evidences of the 
genius of our countrymen, and the various collec- 
tons which may be made in foreign countries, de- 
veloping all the efforts of mechanisni and of science, 
where the humblest individual from-any part of the 


country can exercise his taste and improve hisown 
means of thought, bringing to perfection his own 
ideas and suggestions, if that would not be a contri- 


bution to science as nobleas if it would be to keep | 


$216,000, collected from the ingenuity of the coun- 
uy, pened up in the treasury Imorder to show how 
economical we canbe? For myself, I will pursueno 
such course. Let it go, then, for it can never be 
more safely invested than it would be in the perma- 
nent walls ofa noble edifice devoted to science itself. 
I consider that policy a sound one, and E consider 
also that the Secretary of the Interior has acted in 
the course hehas pursued entirely according tolaw. 
If the Secretary—and L speak of him with the re- 
spect which I entertain for him—had done other- 
wise under that law, and a proposition had been 
made to call him to account, or even for his impeach- 
ment, | should go for it. Are executive officers of 
the Government to disregard the positive enact- 
ments of Congress, or to ascertain, before carry- 
ing them out, what a certain member from Penn- 
sylvania thought at a particular time, and what an 
executive officer recommended should not be done? 
They have no supervisory power over the law, 
but are bound to exécute it, and the Secretary of 
the Interior has done so, so far as the means with- 
in his reach would allow. But the condition of the 
building itself was also a warrant for his action. 
Here is that magnificent structure, in its infancy, 
because it is built of this friable sandstone, show- 
ing signs of decay, crumbling away, and wrinkling 
like us old men. His daily frittering away, and 
as I understand, has to be watched and tended in 
its cradle asif in itsold age, or else it will be down 
about the ears of the occupants. Under these cir- 
cumstances, the Secretary has chosen to erect the 
wings of the building of marble instead of this 
miserable sandstone. And was he not rightin 
that? Should this sanustone be further used in 
any part of that building? I should never use itin 
any building, unless 1 intended it merely for my 
own tenancy during the short time | have to re- 
main here, but never if L intended it for those who 
are to come after me. ‘I'he Secretary acted exactly 
as a man, discharging the duties of this office 
with high and honorable sentiments, should do. 
He has done just as a private individual would in 
the direction of bis own matters, No individual 
would erect a building for his own use of this 
friable stone. The eastern wing is two hundred 


and seventy feet in depth, and seventy feet wide, | 


and it has progressed so far in the work of con- 
struction that it would cost almost as much to de- 
stroy itas it would to finish it. To takeit up 
would be idle; and I say it with all respect, it is a 
course which no gentleman would pursue in’ his 
private contracts. ey ` 

Now, suppose we go on and let this wing be 
conipleted—for I propose myself to confine the 
appropriation to that purpvse—and let the other 
wing remain for the action of a subsequent Con- 

ress. If we do this, is there any danger that we 
Shall have too much room? Your Secretary of 
the Interior is now in a hired building, and the 
Post Otice Department begins to find itself cir- 
cumscribed for want of room; and is it strange 


that with this country and its postal business, ex- į 


tending as it does almost illimiwbly, that even 
that magnificent structure, tne General Post Office, 
should soon prove altogether inadequate for the 
accommodation of the officers, papers, and records 


| necessary to carry out that immense establish- 


ment? ‘The Patent Office is very near, and if per- 
chance the Government has a spare room or story 
of that new building which is not wanted for the 
purposes of the Patent Office, which the Commis- 
sioner says will be the case, here is a tenant of its 
own which will be glad to occupy it. We must 
do something of this kind by-and-by, inasmuch 
as the location of the Post Office is such that it 
cannot very readily be extended. 

The Senator from New York expresses his 


| willingness ‘to pay all expenses that have been 


incurred, if the building only shall be arrested. 
Now, there is a State, which the Senator knows 
better than myself, which has reaped the benefits 
of sucha policy. Inthe enlargement of the Erie 
canal, the policy of arresting the work and break- 
ing up contracts was‘pursued, and now that State 
sees the necessity of going on with that project, 
and of putting the canal under contract. again. 


And with all this enlargement and increased tacit- 


ties, the Senator from Lilinois [Mr. DeveLas]. 
comes forward and says, that the people have'not- 


means sufficient of getting-to 
the free-navigation of the é 
rthem. Now, the State.of Ne ] : 
about a million of. dollars forthe: breaking, .up.of ° 
her canal-contiacts, and the General Government 
is asked to pursue the samie-policy jsand pa : 
or one hundred thousand dollars:for :breakingup 
this contract: I approve of.no such.poliey.: 

There are reasons. which..indace: me :to,believe 
that this appropriation should be made. out-of. the 
patent fund as long as it may last, aud when that 
is gone, let it come out of the Treasury: -H Con- 
gress, however, chooses to‘shed it-over, and cover 
up the work already done, to remain as a:monu- 
ment of vacillating legislation, it has power-to do 
so. But after this bill has. passed the ordeal of 
the House of Representatives, and the examination 
of a gentleman who is almost known as the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer there, I look upon. it as 
commending itself to the economical consideration 
of us all. I hope, therefore, that. this::provision 
will not be stricken out, but that the Senate will 
concur with the House in an appropriation which 
i deem just; right, and proper, and to: whieh, the 
faith of the Government stands pledgeds:: o ps2: 

Mr. MANGUM. © E hope,-siry that, with: the 
unanimous consent. of the Senate, Lamay: bë -pers 
mitted to make a motion which will netinterrupe 
the present business before the bedy.: : 

The VICE PRESIDENT. “The Chair hears 
no objection. ; Siyoee Baltes 

Mr. MANGUM. I move that whew the Senate 
adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Monday. ; 

M: BENTON; (in his seat.) Agreed—agreed 
in a spirit of compromise. ane 

The motion.of Mr. Maneum was agreed to. 

Mr. HUNTER. It seems to me to have been 
incontestably shown by the Senator who preceded 
me, (Mr. CLarke,] that the building is now being 
carried on according to the original plan; and not 
only that, but that the additions proposed to be 
constructed are wanted for the public service... 1 
think, with the amendment which the Senator from 
Rhode Island proposes to make, confining:the.ap- 
propriation to the completion of the.eastern wing, 
the appropriation is eminently proper;:and one of 
the considerations which should induce‘its adop- 
tion is, that this appropriation is to be made out of 
the Patent Office fund. And although Mr, Ewbank 
says that the increased accommodation will be 


Wi 
ae 


unnecessary for the use of the Patent Office, yet 
| { feel much inclined to difer from him. ‘Who 
shall say that the building which: now. exists will 
be sufficient, vast and immense ‘as..it js, forthe, 
depository of the: models:and..plans of the 
uve genius of our: countrymen?’ 
is necessary. for’ that: purpose or nol 
sary for the wants-of the public services iniast ; 
as we are now hiring buildings, to. a- large extent, 

for the accommodation of the public offices. -And 

if it be necessary, could we doa wiser thing than 

to appropriate this surplus portion. of. the patent 

fand to the purpose proposed? By patting if, to 

the construction of the building, we save.t from 

the purpose to which 1 know-the present Commis- 

! sioner and others here would liké:.to devote: it. 

We hear that there isa scheme to establish:.an 

Agricultural: bureau, and also for the purpose of 
| sumulating. the inventive genius of the country, 
| by. offering premiums and establishing Govern- 
ment rewards other than those which the law now 
wisely gives to inventors in this interest. It isa 
scheme for establishing a splendid system of ‘pre~ 
miums to those inventors, which a board, consti- 
tuted perhaps for political purposes, may. deem 
useful to their country. And this system iso.be- 
a stimulant to all sorts of wild inventions, abd::to 
take from them the conservative cheele, 28 
of all checks, the certuinty of reward: when their 
inventions are useful to the countrys “‘Envorder to 
save this fund from purposes of that character, and 
| if there is any-necessity for this additional room, 
| which b think. there is, what better can we do 
| with it than devote it-to-the construction of this 
| additional wing?) <I think that, with: the amend- 
ment the Senator from Rhode Island proposes, 
| we shall:not-only: be saved from the danger of 
any great additional expense in the construction 
of the: other wing, but we shall save the fund 
from being devoted to a purpose, possibly mis- 
ehievous, and secure its appropriauion to one ben- 
éfeial-and useful, and. kino «ito be necessary at 
the present time; for we have not now the proper 


accommodations for our publie officers. “And I 
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hope, though I am generally happy to go with 
the ‘Senator’ from New York, and sustain. the 
schemes of economy for which he is so anxious, 
that on this occasion he will: betoverruled. 1 
think he will hardly attain the end he proposes, if 
it ig to save this appropriation. If it be to divert 
it to another plan, £ have only to say that- this- is 
the plan originally adopted by General Jackson, 
and twice since adopted by Congress. To change 
that plan then for another, is simply a question of 
expediency as to which mode of building is best; 
and I confess, so far as I am concerned, E prefer 
the original plan, and would rather the money 
should be so appropriated. EF 
Mr. PHELPS. I havealways found, sir, that 
the most uninteresting subject that could be intro- 
duced on this floor is the subject of the Treasury 
and the finances. I have generally felt, when [ 
have risen to address the Senate on subjects of 
that: character, which I- sometimes deem it my 
duty to do, that, so far as securing their attention, 
T mightas well deliver an oration in the woods. 
But this is a question which I think calls for the 
serious attention of the Senate. It is not whether | 
the Secretary of the interior, or any other officer, H 
has been in fault or not, but it is whether a prac- 
tice which seems, from what has been said on this 
occasion, to have prevailed from the outset of the 
Government to the present time, shall continue to 
be carried on? Sir, we have been told of various | 
instances of enormous expenditures commenced 
upon a trifling estimate. This very Patent-Office 
building, which was estimated in the outset to cost 
$180,000, has already cost us $400,000, and we are 
now taking a leap that is to add $1,000,000 at least 
to that sum. And we have been told of the cus- 
tom-house at Boston, which was estimated to cost 
$90,000, the expense of which has run up to more 
than $800,000. Now, the question involved here 
is, whether under these circumstances Congress 
will insist upon the agents employed in the con- 
struction of these edifices keeping strictly within 
the intention of Congress at the outset, or whether 
they are to be permitted by any course of pro- 
ceeding to involve us, by the expenditure of one 
dollar, in the necessity of expending ten dollars 
more. This is the principle involved. Let me 
advert concisely to the history of this very Patent- 
Office. In the outset $180,000 was appropriated, 
. which on its face was to be considered in fall, 


| Somebody who had learned a Yankee trick, 


therefore no ,estimate of its 
required or given. - © 
The plan of this building was projected by 
Towns & Elliot, and not by the architect of the 
public buildings. “What are we told by the pres- 
ent Commissioner. of Patents? Why, that what- 
ever Towns & Elliot’s original plan may have been, 
all that was required for the accommodation of the 
Patent Office was the wing, ninety feet deep, which 
would cost $160,000. Well, from 184] down to 
the present day, the Commissioner of Patents has 
asked for this wing, upon the smallest estimate 
of $150,000. The Committee on Patents in the 
other house, adopting this plan, upon the esti- 
mate of Mr. Mills to cost but $160,000, repre- 
sented to the House of Representatives that the 
patent fund, amounting to some $200,000, would 
cover the expenditure, and made the appropria- 
tion. The proposition was, not to carry out the 
plan of Towns & Elliot, but to adopt the cheaper 
plan, coming within the amount of the: patent 
fund. With that explanation of the committee, 
the House made the appropriation. Well, now, 
I undertake to say, that if we could bring before 
us the members of.that House of Representatives 
as witnesses, not a man among them all ever heard 
of this Elliot plan, or ever thought of it. What, 
then, was done? What I choose to denominate a 
Yankee trick. Sumebody, I cannot say who—not 
the Secretary of the Interior, for he was not here, 
but somebody—slips into this bill the expression 
‘according to the original plan.” It arrested 
nobody’s attention, the plan presented to the 


practical cost has been 


which was to cost $160,000, and then to draw 
from the Treasury at least $400,000 after the Patent 
Office fund was exhausted. But some Yankee, or 
put in 
the expression “according to the original plan,” 
and calls that the original plan! It is not my 
business to impugn the conduct of the Secretary 
ministration. I stand in no position, and have no 
motive, for anything of the kind, and certainly 
have no such iatention, Whether the Secretary 
of the Interior be at fault or not, is not a question 
for me to settle; but what I complain of is this: 
it is perfectly apparent, from everything connected 


and as the maximom of the expense of erecting 
the building, Well, the Executive saw fit to 
proceed with the partial execution of a plan 
which partial execution involved four times the 
maximum proposed by the bill. A plan drawn 
by Towns & Elliot was submitted to the Execu- 
tive in 1836. This plan received the sanction of 
the Executive, but that sanction was not an ap- | 
propriation of money to carry it on. It received 
also the implied sanction of Congress, by an ap- | 
propriation to pay the architect for the plan, but | 
this sanction was not an appropriation of money 
to carry it into effect. Congress went on and ap- 
propriated money for the erection of the present | 
building, and there stopped. Well, what followed? | 
The Commissioner of Patents, considering the ori- | 
ginal plan to transcend altogether the wants of his 
bureau, submitted another plan, which was esti- 
mated to cost $150,000. This plan, estimated to 
cost this limited sum, was considered by the Com- 
missioner of Patents as sufficient for the accom- | 
modation of the Patent Office. Well, in 1841 ai 
resolution was adopted by this body, calling for in- 
formation in relation to the condition of the public | 
huildings, and the conduct of the superintendents 
thereof. In compliance with that resolution, a com- 
mittee was appointed by the President of the Uni- | 
ted States to examine into the conduct of those | 
officers, and the condition of the buildings. That | 
committee in their report, submitted on the 25th | 
August, 1841, tells us, in relation to the Patent | 
i 


| 
j 
i 
| 


Office, “thata wing from the present block, ex- 

‘ tending east and west seventy feet, with a depth 

‘of ninety feet, and described in the plan exhib- i 
‘ited, marked with the word ‘ wing,’ Js estimated | 
‘ by the contractor to cost $160,000. The residue j 
‘of the plan, marked I, is not authoritatively pro- |) 
‘jected ”—that is, the present two hundred and | 
eighty-feet wing. The plan I have presented is | 
that which was adopted, and upon which they | 
commenced their operations. This committee told || 
the Senate that the residue of the plan, over and || 
above the ninety-feet wing, estimated to cost |! 
$160,000, was not authoritatively projected, and || 


with the passage of this act, that Congress, when 
it made the original appropriation of $160,000, in- 
tended nothing else than that the plan estimated 
to cost that amount should be carried out. But 
somebody, whose residence in Washington was 
perhaps more enduring than those occupying po- 
litical stations—somebody who has been here 
longer than is permitted to us in the enjoyment of 
our public station—puts in this expression, “ ac- 
cording to the original plan.” 

The proposition is to have the patent fund defray 


| the expenditure, and my friend from Virginia (Mr. 


Hunrer] says let it go there. Let it go there if 
it is thought proper. But the Patent-Gflice fund 
will not defray more than one fourth of the ex- | 
pense, and the other three fourths will come out |! 
of the Treasury. Perhaps this is well enough, and | 
my object is merely this: in my judgment there | 
has been an imposition upon Congress in the intro- ij 
duction of those words to which I have referred 
which give the acta purport altogether different fro 
what anybody expected. Here is my objection. 

My friend from Maryland [Mr. Pearce] says | 
the adoption of this proposition will be marching | 
up the hill and marching down again. Well, if we i| 
have got into trouble by marching up the hill—if i 
we find ourselves led into error by any such course |! 
as that—is it not as well to march down the hill H 
again? If | find myself getting into a swamp, | 
unless Í can see my way through, I prefer rather |! 


2 || 
m ijj 


House being the $160,000 plan. No other was | 
presented. Not a word was said about a plan | 


and now pulls out of his pocket the Elliot plan, ; 


of the Interior, or any other member of the Ad- | 


i censure the Secretary of the Interior. 


to retrace my steps than to cross it. Is not that || 
the case here? Hiere is an enormous expenditure | 
into which we have been led, never contemplated | 
on the part of Congress. And if that was the only il 
case, and the only instance in which we have been f 
led into error of this kind, perhaps I should not be || 
so strenuous. Bat when it is a matter of system- 

atic speculation on the Treasury to obtain appro- || 
priations from Congress, and expend them on a | 
plan, the completion of which involves three or | 
four times as much more, I am disposed to arrest || 
a course of that kind. And if the foun 
this building should stand until the final trump, 


H 


which announced the dissolution of all things, it | 


might prove a profitable saving to the country, and 
as a monument, I will not say of the cupidity, but 
of the facility, with which money is got from the 
Treasury. . 

I do not conceive, sir, this to be merely a ques- 
tionof economy. It is whether, if we authorize an 
expenditure of $100, we are to be led into the ex- 
penditure of $500. It is not, then, merely a ques- 
tion of economy, but whether the acts of Congress 
shall be carried out in their fufl intent and meaning. 
If we had been told, in the outset, that this expend- 
iture would extend to $1,000,000, and Congress had 
seen proper to authorize such an expenditure, cer- 
tainly I, for one, should make no objection on the 
score of economy. _ My objection is not now, that 
in my judgment we should pursue a more nig- 
gardly course, or descend to the building of mere 
log cabins for the accommodation of the public 
officers. But I would not permit this perpetual 
depredation on the Treasury, by men who hang 
about this Capitol and this city, living upon the 
public patronage, and studying how, and when, 
and where they can involve Congress into an un- 
expected expenditure, Here is the trouble.. Why, 
Washington was pnt here by the Government. 
i| God, in his providence, would have put nothing 
i| here were it not for the Government. ‘They must 
live on the patronage of the Government, and no 
|| other business will be followed except that which 
|| looks to the patronage of the Government. That 
is its only recourse. [t will be filled by men who 
i| look only to the patronage of Government, and it 
never can be filled with anything else, for there is 
nothing else here to support it. 

Well, sir, exposed as we are on all sides to the 
graspings of those whose only resource is the 
patronage of Government, are we to be led into 
these enormous expenditures without expressing 
at least our disapprobation of them? I wish to 
say that it cannot be done with my approbation. 
Well, sir, as 1 remarked in the outset, it is a 
matter unimportant who is to blame. I cannot say 
| whom. One thing is certain, that the original archi- 
tect had nothing to do with the original plan which 
was drawn by Towns & Elliot. As early as the 
year 1841, if not earlier, he was called upon to 
make a different plan. He made an estimate; that 
estimate was presented to a committee of Congress, 
That plan was recommended by the Commissioner 
| of Patents. He must have known what that plan 
was, but in the act passed making the appropria- 
jj tion, the expression ‘according to the original 
plan” is introduced. And the Secretary of the 
Interior is now justified on the ground that he had 
nothing to do but to follow the act of Congress. 
i; Well, how did he set to work? This very Robert 
|| Mills, who made the estimate upon which Con- 
|| gress made the appropriation, goes to work upon 
a plan which, according to his own testimony, 
i he knew could not fall short of $600,000; and he 
could not help knowing that when the appropria- 
tion was made, it was made upon a totally different 
i| estimate. Well now, sir, this man must have been 


| extremely reserved; he must have lacked the com- 
muricative disposition of most other Americans, 
who are never satisfied with nursing their ideas 
and keeping them to themselves, but must throw 
them upon the world—he must have possessed very 
little of this propensity, if he did not communicate 
these facts to the Seerctary. f 

Now, sir, as I said before, I am not disposed to 
I do not 
find fault with him; but I find fault with some- 
body who was connected with the previous his- 
tory of the matter—somebody who had furnished 
the material on which Congress acted, if that some- 
body will frankly disclose to the Senate that there 
was an intention to do this when that proposition 
was made. Now, sir, perhaps I am wrong. I 
have as much imagination in respect to the glory, 
and prosperity, and beauty of the Capito! of the 
United States as anybody. l like to see the 
public edifices go up; I like to see a spirit of 
liberality; I like to see a generous, noble, open- 
hearted course; but I dislike much to see that gen- 
erous spirit imposed upon by those political trick- 


il sters who would thus take advantage of the country. 
Now, sir, it is said by gentlemen that this building 
will do honor to the country. Doubtless it will; 
: but if these erections 


are to be built, let them be 


| builtby the impulse of that generous spirit, and 
dations of | not because we are entrapped from time to time 
into making appropriations which we never origin- 
ally intended to make. 


1850. 


Mr. DICKINSON. I knew when I entered 
upon this business with my colleagues, I under- 
stood then as well as now-how thankless was the 
task, to say nothing of the hopelessness of it, to 
undertake to arrest the expenditure of the public 
money; but that did not deter me nor my com- 
panions from what we deemed a discharge of our 
duty. ft is, | know, frequently said that the one 
who votes the most expenditure is generous, lib- 
eral, and whole-souled. I agree that when an | 
individual spends his own money bountifully and 
generously, he shows some indications of gener- 
osity and liberality; but when he votes to spend 
the money of others, I deny that it is any indica- 
cation of the kind, and I aver that in my humble 
opinion we should make a stand here in this mat- 
ter, or give a carte blanche at once to any one who 
chooses to use it, and commit us to anything they 
may deem wise. 

Sir, what is this question? [Itis a financial ques- 
tion—strictly so. Yet it cannot be discussed here 
without involving us in a blaze of glory. Weare 
the greatest people, the most magnanimous people, 
the most learned and wealthy people, that ever 
existed. Therefore, we must go on with no regard 
to economy, nor former legislation, nor anything 
else, | suppose—for that is in effect the argument. 
My object is to come back to the appropriate legis- 
lation of Congress. I wili not inquire, for this 
view of it, whether this is a wise or unwise expend- 
iture of the money—it is enough that it was en- 
tirely unauthorized. 1 wish, however, that I may 
not be misunderstood to say that f do not atand 
here to assail the executive officers of the Govern- 
ment, but I dissent from them with that respect 
which becomes our respective positions, and such 
dissent I have frankly stated. I think the Secre- 
tary of the Interior, who had the general super- 
vision of this matter, should have made inquiry 
into it. If he had done so, f think he would not 
have been deceived; for 1 think he must have been 
deceived—I say it in justice to him—or he would 
have found that the original plan, about which so 
much has been said, was a speculative one, as was || 
so clearly shown by my colleague on the com!) 
mittee, (Mr. ParLrs.] He would have learned 
that there was a practical plan, designed to be 
adopted by Congress and by the Commissioner, 
upon the files of the department, which related to | 
this matter; and I cannot but express my surprise 
that, even with all his duties, arduous and complex 
as they are, he did not make that inquiry, either | 
from the files of the department, the public official | 
reports, or the officers at the head of that bureau; 
because, if he had inquired of either, or of the 
architect employed, he would have been informed 
of this plan, this practical plan, right before his 
eyes. 

Mr- FOOTE. Will the Senator allow me to 
make a suggestion? 

Mr. DICKINSON. Certainly. 

Mr. FOOTE. I have learned from a gentleman, 
who I suppose ought to know, that Elliot received 

500 from the Government for furnishing his plan; 
if so, I think that was an acknowledgment that 
his was the original plan. 

Mr. DICKINSON. Well, then, if Govern- 
ment can be called after a certain existence, it 
might be truly said, according to the homely 
adage, ‘‘ they and their money soon parted;”’ be- 
cause, however valuable as a display of architect- 
ural science was the plan of the architect, and it 
was of a high character as such for all present 
purposes, an attempt to follow it out with legisla- 
tion, and especially without, would involve an idle 
and wicked waste of money, as all must admit. 
Now, it. may. be said—it is said by my friend from 
Virginia—that it will now bea good plan to go on 
with the work, and prepare this building for some 
unknown and undefined future purpose. 

Sir, in the first place, this building is remote 
from the other departments and-other buildings of 
the Government, and it is not-wanted for the Pat- 
ent-Office, says Mr. Ewing and Mr Ewbank; and 
the only purpose for which it was ever recom- 
mended by any individual under heaven, official 
or unofficial, in or out of Congress, till to-day on 
this floor, was for Patent-Office purposes. : 

It is of no use to pass Jaws, to make specifica- 
tions and intentions, unless they are to be carried 
out. Puta portion of the other departments of 
the Government in these, and you will want a corps | 
of messengers larger than both ‘houses of Con- 


‘ lic service. 


gress, to run back and forth between these and 
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the others. But I will not go on to argue a ques- 
tion ‘so remote as that. The question is, what 
Congress intended, and the inquiry whether any 
one has a right to depart from the spirit of it to 
such an extent as they clearly have here? But it 
is said, it is not the time to stop now; the work | 
has begun, and we should now let it goon. This 
has always been the argument, and always will 
be till you make a marked case, and till Congress 
shall set its seal of condemnation on this matter, 
and Jet it be so understood. I care not whether it 
stands there as a memento mori of the legislation of 
Congress, or the legislation of those out of Con- 
gress. Itis a broad and flagrant departure from 
the spirit and intention, if not from the letter, of 
the legislation. 
if we do not stop here, when shall we stop? If 
we do not arrest il now, we never can arrest it. it 
is growing stronger every day, and will by-and-' 
by flow with as much regularity and certainty, 
from one generation to another, as original sin. 
Butthis is a great Government, arich Government, 
anda wise Government. I grant all that. Then 
let us conduct its legislation wisely, and let its 
ministers so execute.the laws of Congress, that its 
laborers and employees will not be starving in the 
streets, as if they had served a swindler or a bank- 
rupt, Letit pay its laborers in gold and silver. 
I complain of this treatment to these men. If this 
Government is so great, so wise, so magnanimous 
as it is represented to be—and I admit that it is— 
let us appropriate its money so that the laborer for 
itshall not be deceived, but can receive his pay for 
his labor when itis done, without waiting upon 
the faith of the legislature, with contractors’ tickets 
in his pocket, having to beg his crustin the street, 
or, what is worse and more shameful, throw him 
into the hands of the shavers to divide his earn- 
ings with him. 
his Government of thirty States is occupying 
a Chamber for the highest branch of its national 


| legislature, such that those who desire to hear its 


debates must be cramped into a miserable little 
gallery, which ought to be and is considered a re- 
proach to us; and any lady or gentleman sitting 
there long, should, from physical suffering alone, 
be allowed absolution. Let us go to work like 
practical legislators, if we are going to work at all, 
upon our public buildings, and enlarge this Cham- 
ber, so that those who come here can hear the de- 
bates of Senators without the inconvenience of 
being shut out from the legislative halls of their 
country. Let us do that, and not be erecting 
structures recommended by no one, sanctioned by 
no one, desired by no one, intended for no one 
purpose, and when done, fit for no purpose. 

We are told this building is wanted for the pub- 
l inquire what bureau wants it? I 
deny that it is wanted, so faras the knowledge of 
Congress is concerned. Sir, the whole matter is 
here; there was at one time a speculative plan, 
placed on paper, and even the dead are now disen- 
tombed to conjure up evidence in favor of it, and 


i the sanction of men and names who are buried is 


invoked, to sanctify the resurrection of this old, 
mildewed, miserable plan. -{Laughter.] 

My colleague on the committee, from Vermont, 
has shown the falsity of this. He has shown a 
plan, and that this old plan was not known till it 
wes thus pressed into existence. Ifwe continue this 
outlay, it will swallow up all the Patent-Office fund, 
leaving its mouth as empty asacharity-box, when. 
nothing has been put into it for ostentatious dis- 
play, and pomp, and circumstance; and it will then 
swallow up another million of dollars from the 
Treasury, or all that is not wanted for glory in 
general. 

T started this as a matter of public duty, in order 


to lay it before the Senate and the country. Having |: 


done so, I submit to any disposition which the 
Senate in its wisdom may think more just. Per- 
sonally, E care nothing about it, and shall leave it 
to its course. i 

Mr. FOOTE. | I rise, intending to say that I do 


not. concur by any means in the views so ably 


stated by the Senator from New York. I have 


| examined the subject pretty thoroughly, and while 


I admire the general views and -sentiments ex- 
pressed by him—certainly all those notions of | 
frugality he has avowed this morning thave my 
hearty concarrence—I must say, that in everything 
connected with this matter I have felt compelled to | 
curcur with the Senator from Maryland, who 


| him-in. maintaining the propriety: 


tion. The Senator. from: New. k 
admit now. that. this wag. the. original 
says. the. honorable Senator from Vermont 
shown that- this..plan—this original plan, 
call it—was never. authenticated, except toa certai 
extent; from which it follows,.if.it was notiwho 
authenticated, it was. authenticated toa. certal 
extent. : vee ty . 

Mr. DICKINSON. | Authentic ‘so 
first building was concerned. Ase ; ae 
` Mr. FOOTE. L will only say, in, conélusion, 
that, upon the examination I have ‘been: able-to 
give this matter, I am perfectly satisfied, for the 
high public reasons that have been given. this 
morning —first, that it is important that this build- 
ing should go on; and secondly, that ‘there are 
reasons still more imperious’ with me—reasons of 
imperious justice to the contractor, and the persons 
employed, which would weigh with me in giving 

my vote upon this matter ee 
Mr. PEARCE, The Senator from New York: 
has said that the draft or plan, which I have shown 
to be the original, was a speculative one; and’that 
the one suggested by a former Commissioner, of 
Patents was the practical plan. = This:word:**6rigi~ 
nal’? is the key to the whole difficulty ;: for-by-it. 
must be determined the. construction of the act‘of: 
last session, and. the propriety or-inipropriety. of 
the Secretary’s action under it. There. can be: 
but one original plan, and all others must either 
be modifications of. it, or departures from jit, öt 
copies .of it. Now, sir, I’ have. endeavored .to 
show that the original plan was that of Mr. William 
P. Elliot, being a quadrangular building, such as. I 
have already described. But the Senator from 
Vermont has read from a report, submitted to Con- 
gress in 1841, in which it is stated: j 
“The residue of the plan, as presented on the paper (I); ig 


not authoritatively projected, and therefore no estimate of: 
its probable cost has been required or given’? i 


Now, in the sentence immediatel 
is this: E Chel in ; 

“The plan of this building was projected by. Town & 
Elliot, and not by the architect of public buildings.” .. 


There is confirmatory proof thatthe plan was: 
| originally that of Mr. Elliot—a quadrangular 
building, Mr. Town being only aco-constructor 
with him. On this paper, (marked 1,) which L 
| now exhibit to the Senate, is a diagram plan of, 
the building, which shows the present structure: 
nearly as it was designed, and as it has been.com-. 
pleted with the fine portico in frontand.the.curved 
projection in the rear, .. This-last. wasa; depat ; 
by Mr. Mills from: the. original design,: in 
the projection was rectiljnear, -The diagram: sho: 
the wings of two hundred and seventy feet’ long’, 
seventy feet wide, divided into. three: sections: of. 
ninety feet each, Jt is true. thatthe” commis 
sioners say it was drawn by Robert :Mills, =: Doubts. 
less itswas so drawn for them at the time sub- 
stantially according to the original design of Mrs 
Elliot. These commissioners weré-appointed: to 
inquire into the progress and expense of -the pubs 
lic buildings, and into certain complaints about the: 
manner of their execution... It is. very clear that 
there was some talk. at the time of curtailing the 
plan,—of proceeding, if at all, with. the building 
upon a smaller scale. But who gave these commis- . 
sioners, or any one else, authority to vary the design 
which Mr. Elliot had drawn and General Jackson 
had adopted under the authority of an act of Con- 
gress? The commissioners were not appointed 
for any such purpose, and no one has shown, or 
! can show, any action of Congress or of the Presi. 
| dent to that effect. debii ge 
The President, authorized bythe act of C: 
| gress, adopted the plan of Mr. Elliot, ch w 
that of a quadraogular building, having wings ex- 
| tending back two hundred and ‘seventy or two 
_ hundred and eighty feet, with a width of. seventy 
feet. That was thé only. authoritative plan;.all 
| others were in the face of authority; by men who 
| indeed might: suggest, but had no power to con- 


far as the 


y follow: 


ing that, 


| trol. ~ ; EE 
i I may add, that I have seen`a letter from Mr. 
Ruggles, a member of the Senate and chairman: 
| of the Committee on Patents in 1836, declaring 
that Mr, Elliot’s plan had the approbation of the 
committee at the time of its adoption by General 
‘Jackson; and Mr. Elliot states, in a recent com- 
munication, the exact. character of his plan, and 
fully justifies the Secretary’s decision. 


opened this debate, and others who united with 


: / The original plan,therefore, is the only author- 
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itative and: practical one: The plan mentioned’ by 
the Senators from Vermont and New York is a 
speculative plan; it never. had the- authority: of 
Government, or the approbation of any authorized 
officer of Government. It was the production of | 
the fancy of individuals; and when gentlemen talk 
“about a speculative plan, they talk of other things 
than those which‘ the:President and Congress have 
looked to., i 


On-motion, the Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, April 15, 1850.. , 
The Journal of Friday was read and approved. 
DEATH OF MR. CAMPBELL. 
The SPEAKER rose and said: 


Gentlemen of the House of Representatives: 

itis my duty. to inform you of the death of Mr. 
Campzext, late Clerk of this House, which oc- 
curred since the adjournment of the House on Fri- 
day last. i may be permitted to accompany this 


melancholy announcement with a single remark, | 


that since my official association with him, he has 
faithfully discharged all the duties of his office, so 
faras-the same came within my knowledge or 
observation. 

Mr. GENTRY rose and made the following 
remarks: 


Mr. Speaker: I believe. it is the first time:since | 


the existence of this Governmentthat'a Clerk of this 
House has died. while Congress was in session; 
and there is no: precedent to guide us as to what 
our predecessors would have deemed appropriate 
proceedings upon an oceasion like this. The offi- 
cer whose death you have just announced, and to 
whose official fidelity you have borne truthful tes- 
timony, has good claims to testimonials of honor- 
able remembrance, independent of his official 
connection with this House. In Tennessee, his 
native State, he has always commanded, in a high 
degree, the respect and confidence of a large circle 
of friends, and has at different periods received 
from the people among whom his life has been 
spent, distinguished marks of confidence. Hehas 
been repeatedly Clerk of the House of Represent- 
atives of the Tennessee Legislature, and a mem- 
ber of that body. He was once elected a member 
of this House, and was elected its Clerk by the last 
and present Flouse of Representatives. These 
facts emphatically test the excellence of his char- 
acter, and speak his eulogy more eloquently than 
could the voice of partial friendship. 1 hope it 
will accord with the feelings of the House to adopt 
unanimously the resolutions which I send to the 
Chair. 

_ The Clerk then read the follow 
viz: 

Resolved, That this House has heard, with deep sensi- 
bility, tha announcement of the death of the Hon. Tuomas 
JEFFERSON CAMPBELL, late Clerk of this House. 

Resolved, That, as a testimony of respect for the memory 


of the deceased, the members and officers of this House 
will wear the usual badge of mourning lor thirty days. 


g 
Resolved, Thar tbe proceedings of this House, in relation 
Thomas J. CAMPBELL, he commu- 


to the death of the Hon. 
hieated to the family of the deceased by the Speaker, 
a further mark of respect 


ing resolutions, 


Resolved, That the House, as 
for his memory, do now adjourn, 


The resolutions were unanimously adopted, 
And the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &c. 


The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 


presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees: . 


By Vir. ROBBINS: A petition, signed by Charles Sheble 
aud 66 others, citizens of Kensington, Pennsylvania re- 
questing that provision be made by law, that whenever a 
person slali be arrested a: a fugitive shave in any State 
other than that ia which he is alleged to be held to service 
he shall not be delivered to the elaimaut, or his agent, except 
on the fiting of a jury that he is the slave of the Claimant. 

Also, a petition, signed by James Brooks and 64 others 
citizens of Penusylvania, praying Cougress to repeal all 
laws and parts of laws, adopred or enacted, by which 
slavery or the slave trade is authorized ar sanctioned in the 
city of Washington, ur the District o 
event of their non- repeal, the se 
Inent may be removed to some more suitable 

Also, a petition, signed by John Morris 
Citizens of Kensiugion, Pennsyly 
be hereafter admitted into the Uni 
of such State shall e 
Slavery within its Himits, 

„Abo, a petition, signed by Willi 
ens of Ke nsin ini; Pennsylvania, praying that slavery i 
x dé slave trade may be expressly prohibited by act of : 

Ongreas in all the territories of the United States,” ! 


location. 
and 63 others, 


am Metealfe and 66 others, 


j 


f Columbia; and in the ṣi) 
atof the National Govern- |! 


By Mr. SAWTELLE: The’ petition of Ç. Boyd and 78 
others, citizens of Harmony, in the State of Maine, praying 
Congress to puss a law, during its present session, lo estab- 
lish a uniform rate of postage, not to exceed one cent on 
newspapers, and two cents on each. prepaid iener of halt 
an ounce, for all distances, and for other corresponding 
reforms. : 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, April 15, 1850, 

Mr. DICKINSON presented the memorial of 
George Talcott, an officer in the army of the United 
States; asking to be allowed the pay and emolu- 
ments of a colonel of ordnance during the period for 
which he performed the duties of that office; which 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. SEWARD presented a petition from citizens 
of Cayuga Falls, Ohio, asking a reduction of post- 
age; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the petition of John B. Brooks, son and 
heir of Joseph Brooks, a revolutionary soldier, 
asking compensation for his father’s services; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, the petition of Henry McCollum and John 
McCollum, remonstrating against the renewal of 
the patent of William R. Nevins fora biscuit and 
cracker cutting machine: which was referrea to the 
Committee on Patents and the Patent Office. 

Also, a petition from citizens of Erie county, 
New York, asking the adoption of measures for 
the adjustment of international difficulties by arbi- 
tration; which was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

Mr. CASS presented two petitions from citizens 
of Michigan and Wisconsin, asking the construc- 
tion of a road from Fort Wilkins, in Michigan, to 
Green Bay, in Wisconsin; which were referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of William Andrews, asking 
to be allowed bounty land for his services as a sol- 
dier in the battle of Tippecanoe, and other Indian 
wars; which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Jackson county, 
Michigan, asking the establishment of a mail-route 
from Jackson to Mason, in that State; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, 

Mr. YULEE presented a petition of citizens of 
Florida, asking the establishment of u mail-route 
from Hlomasassa to Long Pond, and a mail-route 
from Fanning to Marion, in tbat State; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
| Post Roads. 

Mr. BRADBURY presented the petition of 
George W. Perkins, jr., James H. Leigh, and 
others, remonstrating against the further extension 
of Woodworth’s patent for a planing machine; 
which was referred to the Committee on Patents 
and the Patent Office. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented a memorial of 
citizens of Lowa, asking the establishment of an 
additional land district in that State; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. STURGEON presented a resolution of the 
Legislature of Pennsylvania, instructing the Sena- 
tors and requesting the Representatives of that 
State in Congress to use their efforts to procure the 
enactment of a law granting bounty lands to the 
officers, soldiers, seamen, and marines of the last 
| war with Great Britain; which was ordered to lie 
i on the table and be printed. 

Mr. HUNTER presented the memorial 


of 
| George C. Hutter, asking to be restored to his rank 
iin the army; which was referred to the Commit- 
| tee on Military Affairs. 

| _ Mr. SEWARD presented the petition of Abel 
Stevens, and one hundred other traveling preach- 
; ers of the Methodist Church in Rhode island, and 
adjacent portions of Massachusetts, Setting forth 
; their belief that American slavery is incompatible 
; with humanity, the Christian faith, and the moral 
: well-being of the country, and therefore asking the 
; adoption of some means for abolishing it in the 
| United States; which was ordered to lie on the table. 
Also, three petitions from citizens of New York, 
i asking that slavery and the slave trade may be 


|! abolished in the D 


ania, praying that no Siate | 
ou, Unless the constitution ‘| 
Xpressly prohibit the existenee of f 


istrict of Columbia, or the seat 
of Government removed therefrom. 

Also, three petitions of citizens of the same 
State, asking that the right of trial by jury may 
be secured to fugitive slaves arrested in ‘any State 
other than that in which future service is claimed. 


| 
f 
| Also, three petitions from citizens of the same 


i 


i 
Í 
i 
| 


place, asking that slavery and the slave trade may 
be prohibited by law in all the territories of the 
United States. 

Also, three petitions from citizens of the same, 
asking that no more States be admitted into the 
Union whose constitution does not expressly pro- 
hibit slavery; all of which. were ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. FELCH presented a petition from citizens 
and electors of the State of Michigan, asking that 
the right of trial by jury may be secured to fugitive 
slaves when arrested in any other State than that 
in which they are held to service; which was or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. CHASE presented twenty-four petitions 
from citizens of Ohio, a petition of citizens of Mas- 
sachusetts, and a petition of citizens of Ohio coun- 
ty, in the State of Virginia, asking that slavery 
and the slave trade may be prohibited in all the 
territories of the United States. 

Also, twenty-two petitions of citizens, and a 
petition of female inhabitants of Ohio, a petition 
of citizens of Ohio, a petition of citizens of Massa- 
chusetts, and a petition of citizens of Ohio county, 
Virginia, asking that the right of trial by jury may 
be secured to fugitive slaves arrested in any other 
State than that in which their service is claimed. 

Also, twenty-six petitions of citizens of Ohio,a 
petition of citizens of Massachusetts, and a petition 
of citizens of Ohio county, Virginia, asking that 
slavery and the slave trade may be abolished in 
the District of Columbia, or the seat of Govern- 
ment remoyed therefrom. : 

Also, twenty-four petitions of citizens, and a 
petition of female inhabitants of Ohio, a petition of 
citizens of Massachusetts, and a petition of citizens 
of Ohio county, Virginia, asking that no State 
may be hereafter admitted whose constitution does 
not expressly prohibit slavery within its limits. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Pennsylvania, 
asking the immediate abolition of slavery and the 
slave trade in the District of Columbia. All of 
which petitions were ordered to lie on the table. 


* THE OHIO RIVER NAVIGATION, 


Mr. CORWIN. I have been requested to pre- 
sent the memorial of Charles Ellet. The memo- 
rialist sets forth in this paper a great variety of 
facts relating to the navigation of the Ohio river. 
Various attempts have been made by Congress, at 
different periods of time, to improve the navigation 
of that stream. He suggests the reason why those 
attempts have been hitherto unsuccessful. He 
presents, along with the memorial, a book, which, 
I am happy to see, is on the desk of each member 
of the Senate, which contains the reasons upon 
which the project now presented by the memo- 
rialist is based. The work is one of the series of 
the ** Smithsonian Contributions to Knowledge,” 
and is entitled ‘* Contribution to the Physical Ge- 
‘ography of the United States. Part 1 ofthe Phys- 
‘ical Geography of the Mississippi valley, with 
‘ suggestions for the improvement of the naviga- 
‘tion of the Ohio and other rivers, by Charles 
‘ Ellet, jr., Civil Engineer,” He proposes, in this 
memorial, if Congress shall aid his object by an 
appropriation for some preliminary examinations, 
to make the Ohio river, from its sources to its junc- 
tion with the Mississippi river, perfectly navigable 
at all seasons of the year for that class of boats 
which it is probable will be at any future time 
running upon that river. He sets forth in the 


| pamphlet which is upon the table of Senators, a 


series of examinations which he has made for the 
last fifteen or twenty years, prosecuted with great 
skill, and determining the capacity of the tributa- 
ries of the Ohio to produce the desired result, with 
what appears to me to be mathematical certainty. 
The memorialist prays that Congress will appro- 
priate fifteen or twenty thousand dollars to aid in 
making further examinations, which it will be ne= 
cessary to make under the authority of the Gov- 
ernment prior to any final action upon the main 
object of the petition. } should prefer, if consistent 
with the rule of the Senate, that this memorial 


| should go to some committee not overburdened 


with business. However, as its proper destination 
for the present, | move that it be referred, as ig 
usual with all such petitions, to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

The motion was agreed to. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on Naval 

Affairs, to which was referred the memorial of 


1850. 


Elisha W. B. Moody, of Yarmouth; Nova Scotia, 
owner of the barque ‘ Sarah,” asking ,remunera- 
tion for expenses incurred and losses sustained in 
consequence of the deviation of his vessel from her 
voyage, for the purpose of rescuing the crew and 
passengers of the American ship Caleb Grimshaw, 
burnt at sea'in November, 1849, asked to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the same, 
and that it be referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce; which was agreed to. 

Also, from .the same committee, to which was 
referred the memorial of Thomas Blanchard, ask- 
ing Government to purchase his patent oar machine 
for the use of the navy, asked to bedischarged from 
the further consideration of the same; which was 
agreed to. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the memorial of John Thomas for com- 
pensation for the use of his patent, &c., in floating 
dry docks, asked. to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the same; which was agreed to. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN, from the Committee on in- 
dian Affairs, to which was referred the memorial 
of James M. Marsh, asking remuneration: for 
property destroyed, &c., submitted an adverse 
report on the same; which was ordered to be 

rinted. 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the bill providing for 
the issuing. of patents for a certain class of con- 
firmed private land claims in Louisiana, reported 
back the same without amendment. 

Mr. SOULE, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to which was referred the 
memorial of the merchants of New Orleans, asking 
the establishment of a weekly communication be- 
tween New Orleans, Vera Cruz, and Tampico, 
submitted a report, which was ordered to be 
printed, accompanied by a bill to provide for a 
weekly mail from New Orleans or the mouth of 
the Mississippi river to Vera Cruz and Tampico, 
in Mexico, by steamers or sailing vessels; which 
was read and passed to a second reading. 

Mr. SMITH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the petition of Moses 
Pacquette and Theresa Brisbois, asking to be al- 
lowed to locate Jand set apart for said Pacquette 
by the Winnebago Indians, submitted an adverse 
report on the same; which was ordered to be 
printed. 

COST OF PRINTING. 


Mr. HALE submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered by unanimous consent and 
agreed tot: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be instructed 
to inquire and report to the Senate whether the payment of 
$12,500 for printing ten thousand copies of the opinions. of 
the Supreme Court in the cases Smith vs. Turner” and 
“Norris vs. the City of Boston,” making a pamphlet of one 
hundred. and eighty-one pages, made since the last session 
of the Senate, was made in pursuance of the existing laws 
on the subject of printing ; and if it was, under what class 
of printing, as classified in the proposals for doing the public 
printing of Congress, the said pamphlet (alls ; and bow much 
of the printing of the present Congress will have to. be paid 
for at such rates. 


DEBATES IN CALIFORNIA CONVENTION. 


Mr. FOOTE. If the Senate will allow me, I 
will moveto take upa resolution which was offered 
some time since, authorizing the Secretary of the 
Senate to purchase a certain number of copies of 
the report of the debates in the California Conven- 


tion. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is not now in 
order. i 

Mr. FOOTE. J ask the unanimous consent of 
the Senate, and I hope it will be given. 

Mr. HALE. I have no objection, provided the 
motion does not give rise to any debate. 

There being no objection, the resolution was 
taken up for consideration. 

Mr. FOOTE. I suppose a thousand copies 
would be sufficient. ; 

A Senator. Say three thousand. 

Mr. FOOTE. Three thousand is suggested. 

Mr. CASS. I move to fill the blank with the 
words “ two thousand,” ; 

The question was then taken“on the motion of 
Mr. Cass, and it was agreed to. 

BILLS FROM THE HOUSE. 

The joint resolution from the House of Repre- 
sentatives for the relie? of the children of Sarah 
Stokes, deceased, was read a first and second time 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Pen- 


sions. 


fk 


WILMINGTON AND RALEIGH RAILROAD. 

The bill from the House for the relief of the 
Wilmington and Raleigh Railroad Company was. 
read a first and second time by its title. 

Mr. RUSK. ‘This is a-very short bill; one, I 
believe, on which there will. be little, if any, differ- 
ence of opinion, and I ask the unanimous consent 
of the Senate that it may be passed immediately. 
There exists an urgent necessity for its passage. 
It is simply to authorize the railroad contractors 
to pay the duties on the imported iron when they 
receive payment for carrying the mail under a con- 
tract with the Post Office Department, upon which 
they are to receive $75,000 a year, and m addition 
to that, they are required to give security for the 
payment of the duties. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I object to the consideration 
of this bill at this time. 1 think the principle in- 
volved in it would be a dangerous precedent. 

Mr. BADGER. I wish to ask the Senator from 
Maine to withdraw his objection for the present, 
and let this bill pass. A very brief statement, I 
think, will satisfy the gentleman that the bill. is 
without exception, and ought to be passed. The 
company to which it relates is one ior the con- 
struction of a railroad a hundred and sixty miles 
in length, built at an outlay of an immense sum of 
money, partly contributed by the State, and part- 
ly by individuals. This railroad has now been in 
operation ten years. Everything that has ever 
been receivede or collected by the company has 
been necessarily expended by them upon the road. 
They have never divided one penny of profit, or 
received one penny of persov&l advantage from 
the outlay on the road. They are now engaged 
in relaying the whole extent of the road with very 
heavy iron. It requires every cent of money 
which they can raise to make their payments 
promptly for the iron itself. The road is a most 
important part of the great mail communication in 
the United States north and south; and, in the 
successful prosecution of a route which is to pass 
through the country, and save the sea communi- 
cation between Wilmington and Charleston, is 
likely to become of still greater importance and 
gencral advantage. lt is highly important that 
the company should be able promptly to lay the 
whole road with this heavy iron, not only on ac- 
count of the general importance of such a measure, 
but because a considerable portion of the road run- 
ning through a low country, the track of the road 
has to be for large distances supported upon frame 
work of timber, and unless every portion of the 
road is ina state of entire security, the traveling 
is accompanied with unusual. danger. It is ex- 
tremely important that itshould be maintained in 
as perfect order as practicable, that our mail com- 
munications may be made in time and with safety. 

Now, sir, what is asked is not an abatement of 
~one single shilling of the duty, but merely per- 
mission to pay these duties by instalments, upon 
two conditions—first, that they shall give personal 
security to the satisfaction of the district judge of 
the district that the duties will be paid, and 
secondly, that the amount of $75,000 or $100,000 
a year, to which they are entitled from the Gov- 
ernment of the United States for transporting the 
mail, shall be appropriated entirely to the pay- 
ment of those duues; that not one penny shall be 
received by the company on these contracts until 
the duties are paid. ‘That is all that is asked for 
in the bill, Then, let me observe, that this is 
asked for, not on the grounds of favor or advan- 
tage to this internal communication, but itissimply 
the doing of this to facilitate the fulfillment of the 
mail contracts, and is only analogous to-and far 
less than is constantly done by the Postmaster 
General in giving additional compensation and 
other facilities for the transportation of the mail of 
the United States. It is a very small matter to the 


command will be required. If Government exacts 
the payment of the duties down, the road cannot 
be relaid. When Congress considers these facts, 
and-also the fact that something like $2,000,000 
have been expended on this road in ten years 
without the company realizing a-single penny 6f 
advantage, it does seem to me that gentleman 
ought not to oppose any obstacle to the passage 
of this bill, : 

Mr. BRADBURY. I objected to the consider- 


ation of the bill at. this time, because-I thought it 


ye ie G Hei i BD 
Government, while it is a very important one to gister wouid be allowed Th 


the company; because, in order to make the neces- į 
sary purchase of iron, every shilling they can j 


wrong in- principle: to: diseriminatesya 
credit in one instance. when we-do not. in 
I supposed.also-it-was -wrong-while.we! 
before us for supplying: defic.encies: insappr 
tions: . F. will, however,.-leave: the: matter: i 
hands of the honorable Senator: from: Ne 
who has'chargeof the -unfinished “business; and? 
waive any personal. objection to its being taken 
up; but I am bound to say, that: on ‘the’ question 
of its passage, } cannot sustain: it; for TL unink: it’ 
involves a principle: which it is not safe to adopt; 
for, if we grant credits in oné case, they may réax 
sonably be expected to be asked for in others. 

Mr. DICKINSON. Mr. President : 

Mr. RUSK. Allow me. oe 

Mr. DICKINSON. I will give way for # vote, 
but not fora debate. ; ; 

Mr. BADGER. I will notask that the bill be’ 
taken up, if it leads to debate; but I wish to say- a 
word with regard ‘to the idea of setting a prece“ 
dent. If the honorable Senator will find any other. 
casė like this inthe United Statés, think he will 
see it isa precedent that ought to-be set, and that 
ought to be followed:. Here has been ati’ outlay’ 
by this ‘company of $2,000,006 to make this:road, 
for the public good, without any advantage-to: the’ 
persons interested in the road, which is a‘most im 
portant link in the great mail communication’ from 
the North to:the South, and which cannot-be dis-: 
pensed with; the place of which cannot be: sup*. 
plied; and all they ask is, that they’ may: be: 
allowed credit, on sufficient-security, in order that 
they may relay the road with solid and-substan-* 
tial material, without which it is not only. almost 
useless, but dangerous and mischievous,. There 
is no case like this in the United. States. 

Mr. RUSK. I think this may be disposed of: 
in three minutes. The only object is to prevent 
the necessity of paying this duty into the Treasury 
by the importer, and then paying it out again to 
the contractor. This has been fully discussed in. 
the House of Representatives; and the reason jis, 
that contracts are about being made forthe mail. 
matter on this route, and facilities would-not-only 
be extended to this company; but to the: Post: Of- 
fice Department, if the bill is passed at once. 

Mr. CHASE. I am sorry to say that I feel 
bound to interpose any objection to the further: 
discussion of this bill; but | must object. 

Mr. RUSK. I will withdraw my motion. 

The motion to dispose of the bill was.with- 
drawn accordingly, and: the bill: was referred:to® 
the Committee on the Post Office:and Post Roads:: . 

REGISTER OF THE BARQUE ROYA XONs 

The bill from ‘the’ House to grant a | 
the barque Royal Saxon was rea 
second time by its title; o 0 0 a p E 

Mr. HAMLIN. Iask the consideration ofthis: 
bill at this time, Twill state in a few words the 
reasons. This was an English built vessel, and 
it was wrecked on our coast, and sold in one of © 
the ports of Maryland. It was ‘purchased “by 
Daniel W. Brown, and retail by him, he sup- 
posing he should be entitled t0-a register from the, 
department, if the expense of rebuilding amounted 
to three-fourths of the original value of the vessel. 
He now finds there is a nécessity for a special law, 

I believe it has been the uniform rule of the Gove 
ernment, where vessels have been. wrecked on our 
shores, and rebuilt at an expense equal to three- 
fourths of the original cost, to authorize the issuing 
of a register; and such should, | think, be the gens 
eral law. This bill provides that if the owner furs 


i nish evidence to the department that the cost:of; 


rebuilding has been three-fourths of the value:of* 
the vessel, he shall be furnished. with, a: register. « 


I wish to state that the vessel is now in the port 
of Baltimore, loaded for the port ofSan. Francisco, 
in California, under the. mistaken that a re- 


committee on 
Commerce -have examined the matter, and ‘have 
authorized me to ask ‘its.immediate consideration, 
and I -hope the unanimous’ consent of the Senate 
will be givens o o 5. R r 

There being no Objection made, the bill was 
read and considered.as in Committee of the Whole. . 
It was ‘subsequently: reported back to the Senate, 
and ordered: to a third. reading, and was subse- 
quently read a third time and passed. 


THE DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
On. motion by Mr. DICKINSON, the Sen- 
ate proceeded to thé consideration.of the bill -to 


‘supply deficiencies. in the appropriations for the 
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a control over it so as to absolutely arrest it at the 
end of the appropriation. There is no doubt that 
some expense will be: incurred if thé work is ar- 
rested and partly removed, but my view of it is 
that much less of useless.expense will be thus in- 
curred than if we go on. 1 do not suppose that 
the building will be any way damaged if both 
wings are built to the extent of a hundréd feet in 
length, for these contractors will then have an op- 
portunity of using up all the raw materials. They 
will have an opportunity of. doing a considerable 
portion of the work, at any rate; and the amount 
to which they will be justly entitled for removing 
the work will be inconsiderable compared with 
the amount which will be required to carry it on. 

Mr. PEARCE. The object of my friend from 


service of the fiscal year ending the 30th June, 
1850. . 

The pending question was the motion to strike 

out:the item $ . 

«Toward the’erection of the.wings of the Patent Office 
building, according to-the original plan, under the direction 
of-the Secretary of the Interior, $90,000, to be paid out of 
the patent fund.” 


«Mr: DICKINSON, I have nothing further to 
say on-this question; and I trust that we will now 
proceed to a vote, and try to get through with the 
bill to-day.. I have been desired to present a peti- 
tion in relation to the Patent Office, with a request 
that it may. be read to. the Senate. - It relates to a 
matter which 1 have not examined into.. How- 
ever, I ask that it may be read, and after that I 


hope that we shall proceed to take a vote upon the 
question, i : 

[The petition was then partially read; but at 
the request of Mr. Dicginson, the farther reading 
was dispensed with. 

Mr. DICKINSON. As the Senate is now 
more full than it may be hereafter, I will ask that 
the question be taken on the pending amendment, 
and upon it I shall demand the yeas and nays. If 
that amendment be stricken out, 1 shall offer the 
following: 

“ For the erection of the wing of the Patent Office, upon 
the plan submitted to Congress by the Commissioner of 
Patents in his annual report, $50,000, to be paid ont of 
the patent fund, and the Commissioner of Public Build- 
iugsis hereby directed, in strict conformity with said plan, 
to have it carried on in such way as shall be necessary for 
thet purpose, for which a just compensation shall be made 


Rhode Island is, to confine any appropriation to 
the prosecution of the building of the east wing; 
but he also proposes the application of so much 
as may be necessary to preserve and secure the 
west wing. This will be somewhat different from 
what the chairman of the committee supposes. It 
will have the effect to carry on with more rapidity 
the work necessary for the completion of the east 
wing. If the west wing be left in its present con- 
dition, we shall lose the fruit of all that has been 


done, and the building will be liable to injury. The |; 


object of the gentleman’s amendment is, to carry 
on the work of the west wing, so far as is neces- 
sary to secure it, and to continue the prosecution 
of the erection of the east wing, which i think 


perfectly proper. 1 have no idea that any claim 


eastern wing, is to hasten the completion of that 
wing, and to furnish the Patent Office with the 
apartments required. It has been assumed here, 
that the funds of the Patent Office could not be ap- 
propriated for this work, because it was in part or 
in whole not for the peculiar advantage of the Pa- 
tent Office; that it was a fund self-created, and not 
applicable to a general purpose; butif the Finance 
Committee will strike a balance of the account 
between the Treasury and the patent fund, they 
will find that the patent fund is not so great as has 
been stated—that much of it falls on the debtor 
side, in its settlement with the Government. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I assume, that the patent 
fund should not be applied to buildings not neces- 
sary for the wants of the Patent Office—certainly 
that it should not be applied to the erection of 
buildings for the accommodation. of the depart- 
ments of the Government. 

Mr. DAVIS. What the wants of the Patent 
Office are now is one thing, and what those wants 
will be in a few years is another, and an entirely 
different thing. Not only from the report of the 
last Commissioner of Patents, but from inspec- 
tion, if any one choose to make it, and see the 
į condition of things in that department, { think it 
may be denied that there is room enough iu the 
present building for the wants of the department. 
If I understand the report of the present Commis- 
sioner of Patents or the Secretary of the Interior, 
the argument against the want of further room by 
the Patent Department, is based upon the supposi- 


for damages will be made. I know that the con- 
tractor who expectéd to furnish the granite for the 
west wing, has been at work during the winter in 
quarrying that gramte; and if the west wing is 
put in a state of security, as proposed by the hon- 
orable Senator from Rhode Island, the contractor 
will be required to furnish the granite already 
quarried. if we should not go on with that, there 
might, perhaps, be some claim for damages. But 
the Senator’s amendment will require the use of | 
the granite, and will save us from any claim for 
indemnity. Í 
Mr. CLARKE. I have a word to reply to the 
interrogatories of the honorable Senator trom In- | 
diana. As | understand this contract, the parties 
agreed to construct the eastern wing of the build- 
ing as it now is, going from F street, two hundred 
and seventy feet deep, and having a width on that 


‘out of the fund herehy appropriated.” 


That will take all the raw material, and bring it 
back to the original plan. 

Mr. CLARKE. Ag the Senator from New 
York has presented an amendment which he pro- 
poses to offer, provided the motion to strike out is 
agreed to, I also propose to offer an amendment, 
which I hope will meet the approbation of the 
Senate. It is as follows: 

“Toward the completion of the east wing of the Patent 
Office building, according to the original plan, and placing | 
the foundation of the west wing in a state of security, under 
the direction of the Secretary of the Interior, $90,000, to be 
paid out of the patent fund.”? 

: Mr. DICKINSON. The amendment of my 
friend from Rhode Island will not accomplish any- 
thing. It simply does just what the Secretary of 
the Interior states in his report he has directed to 
have done, with his view of the law as it now 


tion that all which now belongs to the National In- 
stitute, all connected with the exploring expedition 
which now fills the museum of the Patent Office, is 
to be transferred to the Smithsonian Institution. 
That seems to be the basis of the conclusion. Now, 
| sir, I wish to state to the Senate that Congress has 
no power to impose upon that institution the duty 
| of taking charge of this collection of the explo- 
ring expedition—we may infer from their act—nor 
| did they ever intend to do so. They gave to that 
institution the right to take all such curiosities 
brought home by the exploring expedition as might 
be deired for that institution, and I will inform the 
| Senate that itis not the intention of the present board 
| of regents of the Smithsonian Institution to take 
charge of the museum of the Patent Office, and | 
the room appropriated to these curiosities will be j 
i| required hereafter as now, In the mean time we TES 


A street of seventy feet—making the front upon the || quire an extension of the Patent Office for the pur- 
stands; that is, to lay the ground wall of the west || two streets of three hundred and forty feet. These poses of the Patent Office itself, and this is the proper 
wing, ‘That is all he proposed to do, and to have || contractors have laid the foundation of, and raised || fund out of which it should be made. The appli- 


the other wing carried up and finished. So that | 
this amendment leaves it where the Secretary of į! 
the Interior did. 

Mr. CLARKE. My object is to have the east | 
wing erected and to have this appropriation con- || 
fined to the erection of that wing. But, at the ! 
same time, since work has been done on the west | 
wing, and an excavation has been made and a 
foundation laid, which leaves the whole building | 
in a state of insecurity, my amendment applies to 
securing the foundagon of the west wing and con- 
linuing the building of the east wing. If this is 
in conformity with the report of the Secretary of | 
the Interior, my object is to confine him and every- || 

ji 


the eastern wing about one-third of its height. 
The marble is now on the ground which is neces- 
sary to complete the eastern wing. | saw it this 
morning; and | learn from the contractors, that 
there is a suficient quantity of marble on the |! 
ground to complete that wing. Now, agreeably || 
to the contract made by the Secretary ot the In- 
terior, preparations have been going on for laying 
the foundation of the western wing; excavations 
have been made, and some of the stone-work has 
been done. Some of the granite has been drawn 
on to the ground, and, as my friend from Mary- 
land says, the contractors have been getting out 
granite to complete the foundation. ‘hat is the 
extent of the contract as made by the Secretary of 
the Interior. My amendment is to confine him to 
that work. As the eastern wing has already been | 
built up so far, it seems to me to be idle to take it | 
down, and take a portion of the material to con- | 
struct the western wing. My amendment confines 
the appropriation to making the foundation of the 
g |! western wing, in addition to compleung the east- 
Mr. WHITCOMB. I confess I should like to || ern, and is limited to that; so that the contract of 
know a little more about this question before :| the Secretary of the Interior would, by this amend- 
voting upon it. I should like to know the extent | ment, be confined to precisely these terms; and he | J shouid think we could do nothing better than to 
of the material furnished and the stage of prepa- || and all other officers, would be bound by the limit | get rid of. that part of the plan. Nothing m ikes 
ration for the building; l should also like to know, || made by this appropriation. f a striking ahd few maier sla so larab bi ild 
if this matter stops short, whether there is-to be | Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Iam very sorry |! ing as wares whereas this sre aoa e, E STe 
any claim for damages on the score! of breach of | to differ from the chairman of the Committee on || daeeive absorbin lar. ts us Ga REIRA 
contract, Lam uninformed on all these points. I | Finance in relation to this appropriation. ł agree H which expanding Shen the ater feszes soilak 
will just state briefly that the general view I have || entirely with all that the Senator from Rhode Isl- : now the r illars, as short a time they have b és 
of this matter is this; I am for completing the ij and has said in relation to amending the ciause as | ani he ve chambline i tou oe ond ate 
building to a reasonable extent, limited to the !! it came from the House of Representatives. 1 || ¢ “at Peli aide ee 


A S - $ i j a $ ! i rvi ildi i i 
present exigences of the service, leaving it to be |; hope it will be so amended, because, in the first | ai a a toi ce ene 
plan, and without sanctioning a plan that will go i cording to the original plan, and tne law of the i at least, correspond with the wings. This I believe 

Mr. DICKINSON, The 
| 18 Necessary to complete it at least to the level of the [| marks I have to offer. 
go-beyond it. j 


cation of the money hereafter to the east wing 
| will confine it within the limits of the Patent Office 
| fund, and the west wing, if it is never required for 
the purposes of the Patent Office, can be completed 
so as to furnish the Government with offices which 
they require, and the appropriations for the com- 
| pletion of that wing should be made from the 
Treasury. l have made some inquiry as to what 
| the Government are paying for rent, and I find 
that it is some $20,000 a year, being the interest 
upon a sum greatly more than will be required to 
finish this wing. T should think it would be bad 
economy to retrace our steps, and tear down the 
building, as is suggested by the chairman of the 
Committee on Finance, in order to curtail the 
į length of the wings. It would be far better to 
complete one wing, if one be all that is required 
for the business of the Patent Office. Complete 
that first, and then the other can be completed for 
the purposes of the General Government. 

One remark more in answer to what the chair- 
man of the Committee on Finance has said. He 
assumed that a grey freestone was a part of the 
original plan. I think it was not; but, if it was, 


body else to the purposes specified in my amend- || 
ment. I think the Senator from New York will iH 
hardly say that the work on the west wing should | 
be lett as it now is. This amendment will take || 
away the discretion given to the Secretary of the | 
Interior, and all other officers, and confine the ap- || 
propriation to securing the west wing and com- |! 
pleting the east wing. 


€ T E 10 be | : | it with paint, and if with white paint, it will make 
added to, or extended, according to the original |! place, Í believe the work has been prosecuted ac- |! the orisinal part of the building. in some measure 
is Dt pè 
on indefinitely in a course of executive legislation. || last session of Congress. The foundation of the || $$ r i 
: contracts, { take it, |) west wing having been partially completed, it |! hes r building. Th eee A 
are made according to law, They cannot go be- F & Š 
yond the appropriation. They had no power to || ground, so as to prevent it from going to decay. || Mr. DICKINSON. TI believe that the contract 
They have reserved to themselves || To confine the application of the money to the {i only extends to the east wing now. 
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Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. _ I desire. to limit 
the future appropriation. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I believe I said that the 
Commissioner had stated in his report that he was 
so directed—if so, Í was in error. He said so in 
his communication to me, and not in his published 
report. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. I should like to know 
whether, under any existing legislation, any ex- 
ecutive officer has a right to go on and make new 
contracts? E should like to know whether we are 
out of that scrape? 

Mr. DAVIS, of. Mississippi. I agree with the 
Senator from Indiaria as to the propriety of restrict- 
ing any executive officer from entering into con- 
tracts which Congress has not authorized by law; 
but i do not think that to be the case presented 
here for action, or even for consideration. As I 
understand it, the Secretary, when the funds were 
exhausted, about or before the present session of 
Congress, so signified to the contractors. They 
have, on their own responsibility, and resting on 
the generosity or good faith of Congress, gone on 
and prosecuted the work. In the mean time they 
have nearly exhausted their credit and private 
funds in procuring materials, whilst the laborers 
have gone on and performed their work on credit 
—living as they might. This is, therefore, if not 
exactly an obligation of contract, yet I think one 
of good faith, and they should be paid for what 
they have done. If we were to stop the work 
where it is, damages would probably be claimed, 
which would exhaust the whole of the $90,000 
proposed to be appropriated. I believe to pay for 
the labor done and the material procured, would 
leave very little of the appropriation now in the 
deficiency bill. My remarks, therefore, were in- 
tended to apply to future appropriations, which 
should be limited to what is necessary for the 
completion of the east wing. 

Mr. DICKINSON. There would be no claim 
for damages, at any event, because there has been 
more. work done than the appropriation required. 
They might claim pay for services rendered and 
materials furnished, but not for damages. I agree 
with what the Senator from Mississippi has said 
in reference to the Government paying rent. I 
think it a miserable economy; but of that I hold 
that Congress is a better judge than anybody out 
of doors. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. [| think I was not under- 
‘stood before. I wish to know whether, if this 
amendment be adopted, it will prevent such a thing 
as the making of other contracts in this matter? 
If so, my desire is to have the matter arrested 
until Congress can take jurisdiction of it. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I do not think 
the Secretary made any contract beyond the limit 
of the appropriation. He gave warning to the 
contractors to stop, but allowed them to go on. 
And the question of good faith originates in the 
fact that he allowed them to go on; and Congress 
also permitted it; thus implying that there was to be 
an extension of the appropriation unless they could 
suppose that Congress would retrace its steps and 
refuse further appropriations for the completion of 
the buildings Congress in specific terms had di- 
rected the erection of the wings of the building ac- 
cording to the original plan, and if they meant any- 
thing else, that was the fault of Congress, and not 
of the contractors. They had no right to mean 
anything else than what they said. Congress 
should have examined the matter—the original plan 
—to which specific reference was made in the law, 
and not have taken the suggestions of an intermedi- 
ate commissioner or an architect’s secondary plan. 
Had they called for the original plan, they would 
have known what they were voting for. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. I would ask the Senator 
from Rhode Island what objection he can have to 
this amendment repealing so much of the law as 
refers to the completion of the original plan? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Strike out the 


word “ wings” and say east ‘*wing.”’ 


Mr. WHITCOMB. All that I desire is, that. 


the thing may be within the control of Congress 
hereafter. Then we can suggest a plan and make 
specific appropriations in reference to it. Our le- 
gislation heretofore on this subject has, J appre- 
hend, been somewhat too hasty, and without 
sufficient guards. This is what [ desire to guard 
against in the future by keeping the matter solely 
within the control of Congress. 

Mr. PHELPS. Iam somewhat apprehensive 


that the proposition of the Senator from Rhode 
Island may not accomplish what is suggested here. 
This appropriation, as_I understand it, is desired 
for the purpose of paying for work already done; 
but, under the terms of the amendment, it is some- 
what doubtful whether the appropriation can be 
applied to any such purpose. I think the amend- 
ment requires some modification.. . 

Mr. PEARCE. I suppose it is intended that 
the appropriation shall not only be sufficient to 
pay. for work done under contracts, but to carry 
on the work during the present fiscal year. 

Mr. PHELPS. The objection still remains. 
If any portion of the appropriation is to be ap- 
plied to the payment of work already. done, the 
question arises on this amendment, whether it is 
confined to the east wing? We have been told 
that the contractors have proceeded on the faith of 
appropriations to be made by Congress—that men 
have been employed to do the work who are un- 
paid. If this includes the work on the foundation 
of the western wing, will it not embarrass the 
completion of the eastern wing? I ask the read- 
ing of the amendment. 

The Secretary read the amendment as. follows: 

“ For the erection of the east wing, and to place the west 
wing ina state of security, according to the original plan, 
by the direction of the Secretary of the Interior, the sum of 
$90,000, to be paid cut of the patent fund.’? 

Mr. HALE. I move to strike out the words 
t to be paid out of the patent fund.” 

Mr. DICKINSON. I hope these words will 
not be stricken out. If they are, there will be 
thrown, according to my idea, the expenditure of 
a million and a half upon the Treasury. ` 

The amendment of Mr. Hare was rejected, 

The question then recurred on the amendment 
of the Senator from Rhode Island. 

Mr. CLARKE. I desire to suggest a modifica- 
tion of my amendment, so that it shall read in this 
way: Instead of saying “ towards the erection,” 
I would say ‘towards the completion” of the 
eastern wing of the Patent Office, according to the 
original plan. After that, I would add the words 
“and after placing the foundations of the west 
wing in a state of security.” Instead of letting 
them follow the words “ Patent Office building,” 
Jet them follow the words “ origibal plan.” That, 
perhaps, will meet the ideas of gentlemen. The 
amendment will then read: 


& To complete the east wing of the Patent Office building 
according to the original plan, and place the foundation of 
the west wing in a state of security,” &c. 


This will leave the future construction of the 
west wing to the will and pleasure of Congress 
hereafter, With this modification I hope ‘the 
amendment will be adopted. 

The amendment was then adopted. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I have already, I believe, 
asked the yeas and nays on the motion to strike 
out the section, and f intend to offer a substitute 
for it. I desire, however, that the question shall 
be taken first on striking out. The substitute is 
as follows: : 

“ For the erection of the wings upon the plan submitted 
to Congress by the Comimnissioner of Patents in his annual 
report of December, 1845, which was estimated to cost 
$150,000, $50,000 10 he paid out of the Patent Office fund. 
And the Commissioner of Public Buildings is hereby directed 
to arrest the work pow in progress, and to cause it here- 
after t be prosecuted by the coctractors therefer in strict 
conformity with said plan, removing sueh portions of the 
work now in progress as may be necessary for the purpose, 
for which a just compensation shall be paid out of the fund 
hereby appropriated.” 

The question being taken on the motion to strike 
out, it was rejected, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bradbury, Bright, Cass, Clemens, Dick- 
inson, Felch, Hale, Hamlin, King, Norris, Phelps, Sebas- 
tian, Sturgeon, aud Upham—l4. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchisou, Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Bor- 
land, Butler, Chase, Clarke, Clay, Cooper, Corwin, Davis 
of Massachusetts, Davis uf Mississippi, Dayton, Dodge 
of fowa, Dodge of Wisconsin, Douglas, Downs, Foote, 
Greene, Hunter, Mangum, Miller, Morton, Pearce, Rusk, 
Seward, Shields, Sibith, Soulé, Spruance, Turney, Wales, 
Walker, and Whitcomb—35. 

The next amendment proposed by the Finance 
Committee was then read, as follows: 

& Strike out lines from 171 to 174 inclusive? 

«c At the end of line 198add: To be expended under the 
direction of the Commissioner of Publie Buildings, on whose 
application to the Secretary of War an officer of the engi- 
neers or other corps of the army may be detailed to super- 
vise the work.’? 


Mr. WHITCOMB. If in order, I wish to-move 
a further amendment to the section in relation :to 
the Patent Office. : nee 
Mr. DICKINSON. I hope the Senator. will 


withdraw it. If the Senate-are’ disposed’ to: san 
tion and carry forward this building under the pres- 
ent plan of erection, ‘Deortainly do hot feels dis+ 
posed to-throw any little obstacles’ in. the 
which-may-only tend to delay the bit si 

Mr. WHITCOMB. ; b have an amendment? 
however, which | wish to offer‘at the proper ti 

Mr. DICKINSON. It will. bein order whén' 
the bill is reported to’ the Senate: The ‘amend- 
ment now under consideration is‘an appropriation 
to continue the pavement of the avenue-around thè; 
Capitol grounds, of $16,500, to be expended ‘under 
the direction of the Commissioner of Public Build: 
ings, on whose application to the Secretary of War 
an officer of the army or of the engineer corps shall 
be detailed to supervise the work. The object “is 
to place the work under the supervision of a prop- 
-er engineer. The appropriation comes recom- 
mended by the Committee of the House of Rep- 
resentatives and the Commissioner of - Public 
Buildings. 5 : 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendments proposed by the Finance 
Committee were read, as follows: omy 

«t At the end of the bill add as follows: 4 

“To supply the deficiency in the appropriation. for.the 
contingent expenses of the House of Representatives tor 
printing, binding, and engraving, and other miscellaneous 
expenses for the present fiscal year, $129,250; pvt E 

“To enable the Clerk of the House of Representativesto. 
pay for one thousand sets of the continuation of the Statutes > 
at La:ge, prinied by Little & Brown, pursuant to the order 
of the House of Representatives, $2,521.” : 


Mr. DICKINSON. These twoamendments to 
supply deficiencies in the funds of the House of 
Representatives were omitted or overlooked in that 
body, and I have the authority of their committee, 
unanimously given, to ask their insertion herë. 
We, therefore, offer them in behalf of that com- 
mittee, and ask a vote of the Senate upon them. 

The amendments were agreed to. 

The next amendment proposed by the Finance 
Committee was read, as Pilawa; 9 

“ For repairihg the United Statea steamers Jefferson, Het- 
zel, and Legare, employed in the Coast survey under the 
direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, $20,000.77 =o ii 

Mr. DICKINSON. There were four steamers 
set apart to the use of the coast survey—the Jeffer- 
son, Hetzel, Legare, and Walker. The Hetzel 
last winter was thrown upon the rocks and injured, 
and the Jefferson and Legare are in want of 
repairs. One of these vessels, the Walker, { 
believe, was taken by an officer of the navy to 
carry the United States Minister, Mr: Letcher, to 
Mexico, under circumstances perhaps rather ques- 
tionable, though. I will not discuss.them now. But, 
the steamer was taken from the control of the*ofi- 
cers charged with the coast survey.: Two of them: 
are out of repair from service, and’ the. Hetzel.was 
thrown upon-the rocks and injured.” Itis desired 
to finish the survey of the: coast of Maryland 
and Virginia during the coming season, and also 
to continue the survey of the Gulf of Mexico. tt 
cannot be done without these vessels are repaired 
at once, and this is the object in putting this pro- 
vision in the deficiency bill. «+ t i 

The amendment was adopted. : 

The next amendment proposed by. the Commit- 
tee on Finance was then read, as follows: 

“< For contingent expenses of the Senate, 8213,000,? 


Mr. DICKINSON. This is the amount given 
us by the Secretary of the Senate, of our actual 
expenses; and, in order that the Senate and the 
public may know how this expense arose, I will 
state that upwards of $150,000 of it are for docu- 
ments to distribute among our constituents. 

The amendment was agreed to. T 

The next amendment proposed by the Finance 
Committee was then read, as follows:) 

“For deficiencies in the appropriations for the branch 
mint at New Orleans, the past fiscal year, $15,000.” 

Mr. DICKINSON. | That is. explained by the 
officer in charge of the mintin New Orleans, and 
is requested by the officer-of thé’mint in New Or- 
leans, and the Secretary of the Treasury, as being 
but necessary.and: proper. for deficiencies to that 
amount. ; 

The amendment was agreed to. . 

The next amendment proposed by the Finance 
Committee was then read, as follows: 

. For supplying d ficiencies in appropriations for the na- 
val service, for the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1849, in 


pursuance of the report of the Secretary of the Navy, of 
December'24, 1849, $747,533 30.” 


Mr. DICKINSON. That is a very large ap- 
propriation, and perhaps requires some explana- 
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tion:, Fhe causes- ander whieh - this deficiency | 
arises are these: In. 1847 Mr. Secretary Mason | 
made his estimates for the vigorousprosecution, of 

the Mexican war. The- war was-then in progress, 

without any immediate prospect of its-discontin- 

wance, and hence estimates: were made- accord- 

ingly -of -appropriations-required, which -were in 

the gross something like $14,000,000. ‘The-ap- 

propriations under these estimates were made in 

August, 1848.. Ft was impossible for.Congress to 

have-.any, accurate. data -upon which to act; yet 

they. were anxious to cut down these. estimates, 

arid did. cut them down very considerably. The 

appropriations. made, it turned out, were-consider- 
ably less than the-amount actually-required. For 
instance, in the matter of pay alone, Congress ap- 
propriated. from $500,000. to $700,000 less than 
was necessary, asthe returns from Mexico proved. 
that a -much ‘larger amount had been expended 
than was supposed. 

These deficiencies arise under what is called the 
transfer system, which I give the Senate and the 
departments notice | intend, for one, to try to 
break up when we come to the appropriation bill. 
J believe it to be a wrong system of financiering. 
It is a system under which the departments are 
authorized, when one fund.is not large enough, 
and another fund is appropriated which is. not 
wanted for immediate use, to allow the transfer of 
the last-mentioned fund to the one that has been 
exhausted. And the deficiencies. asked for here 
are to supply funds that have been exhausted by 
drafts upon them under the transfer system. í 
had almost made up my mind at one time to offer | 
an amendment to the bill to break up this transfer 
system, and throw on the departments the respon- 
sibility of making more careful and specifie esti- 
mates. In fact, the system of transfer is adverse 
to our whole theory of specific appropriations, 
and induces Congress and the country to suppose 
the finances are in one condition, when in point 
of fact they are in another—to lead them to sup- 
pose there was a surplus in the Treasury, when 
in fact there was adeficiency. This appropriation 
for the navy, however, is entirely proper, as I can 
explain in detail if it is required. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. PEARCE... lam instructed by the Joint 
Committee on the Library to present the follow- 
ing amendment: 


“ For the removal of the public green-house and botani- | 


eal garden to some convenient.sile on the public grounds, 


and for the erection of such green-house as may be deemed | 


necessary by the Joint Committee on the Library, $5,000, 
to he expended under the direction of said committee, and 
under the supervision of the Commissionér of Public 
Buildings.” 


This amendment is rendered necessary by the 
erection of the Patent Office building, which has 
encroached on the ground used. for the botanical 
collection, There is not room enough left now to | 
put the plants out in the open air. It isa very valu- | 
able collection, which it is desirable to preserve. 

Mr. DICKINSON. While I accord to the Sen- 
ator from Maryland, and the committee of which 
he is chairman, the propriety of his offering this | 
amendment, because it is but in performance of a 
duty enjoined on him by the policy which Con- | 
gress has adopted, I trust the amendment will not 
be adopted. I oppose it on the ground that I 
desire to strike at the root of this whole system. 
1 cannot but think that if Congress and the A mer- 
ican people are to keep up this system, that they | 
are a great deal greener than the house it is pro- 
posed to erect. The idea of a confederated gov- 
ernment of thirty sovereign States, with more in | 
prospect, going into a green-house system, is one 
to which J cannot give my sanction. Undoubtedly | 
there are a great many valuable and interesting 
plants there, yet I am inclined to think, though | 
am not learned in such things, that there is a great 
deal of the woolly horse about many of them. 
Many of them are rare, and came from a great | 
distance, but plants equally as rare and valuable 
are to be found in almost every private collection. 


Every variety of the cactus for instance, may now || 


be found in the door-yard of almost every lady of 
taste in the country. Itis a matter which gentle- 
men of taste may foster with their private means, 
but that the American Government shall engage 
in such matters is an idea against which I desire 
‘to enter my protest. It is nota legitimate function 
of the Government, and does not fall within its 
Aphere.and duties. And if we are to go into these 


j and published. 
| that are the most behind; but some of the most 
i 
| 


animals,-and place:them in-a sort-of zoological 
garden,-to be daily fed for the gratification of the 
multitude? I am opposed to this whole system. 
As for this.collection. of plants, 1. would: vote this 
instant to give every one of them.to-any gentleman 
of taste who would take care of them. .. lt is -only 
another opportunity for the exhibition of the be- 
setting sin of this-Government—patronage. It is 
a-sin that is-sapping the foundations of this Gov- 
ernment more effectually than all other causes put 
together—the great, overwhelming, <all-absorbing 
question which now agitates the country from one 
extreme to the other, not excepted. Itis the duty 
of. Congress, in my opinion, to apply the axe to 
the root of this wherever it can be got at. Already 
the Government has patronage enough to destroy 
any Administration. L regard this green-house 
business as. but another opportunity for the be- 
stowal of patronage, and shall oppose it accord- 
ingly. As | said before, I would be willing to 
give the plants to any one who would take and 
keep them. The Smithsonian Institution, to whom 
they have been offered, refuse to take them. And 
as for the Government engaging in this botanical 
pursuit, there is no more propriety in it than that 
they should engage in the culture of wheat or any 
other product of agriculture. I hope, therefore, 
the amendment will not be adopted. Í 

Mr. PEARCE. I confess, Mr. President, that 
my mind has not been disturbed, as the mind of 
the Senator from New York seems to have been, 
by those gloomy apprehensions, those horrid spec- 
| tres, stalking about in the shape of a few innocent 
flowers. I had not supposed that these quiet 
flowers could have given rise to such a horrid fancy 
as that of the disruption of the Government. I 
shall insist on my amendment as far as I can; and 
I beg leave to call the attention of the Senate to 
the origin of this collection of plants and flowers. 
They are not preserved merely on account of their 
beauty; that is not the reason for their preserva- 
tion; and I am afraid that in support of the amend- 
ment which I am instructed to offer, I shall have 
to invoke the shade of General Jackson, though L 
do not want to disturb the repose of the old hero. 
I confess that whatever may have been the nature 
of General Jackson’s political acts, I have always 
entertained a high regard for his opinions in regard 
to some subjects; I never saw any reason to find 
fault with his liberality of spirit. Weall know 
that the Exploring Expedition, if it did not owe 
its origin, owed, at all events, its successful prose- 
cution to him, and to him alone. I know some- 
thing of the history of that expedition myself. It 
| was sent out under the auspices of General Jack- 
son, to prosecute topographical surveys of great 
interest to this country. He connected with it 
that which l trust the liberal mind of the Senator 
from New York will not object to—the prosecu- 
tion of certain inquiries in natural history, botany, 
i geology; and a corps of savans were selected to 
carry out the design. Among other collections 
that were made, there was the botanical collection; 
and by the act of 1842, the Joint Commitee on 
the Library were directed to have the resuits of 
the expedition prepared for publication. A num- 
ber of reports have consequenily been prepared 
The botanical reports are those 


distinguished botanists in this country have been 
| engaged to assist in their preparation, and they 
i will soon bring the work to a termination. It is 
made the duty of the Library Committee to attend 
| to their preparation. [do not think that the ob- 
i jection of the Senator from New York derives any 
force from the fact that this work was to be done 
by authority of the confederated Government of 
thirty States, Whether confederated or consoli- 
dated, I do not think it makes his argument strong- 
er or weaker. Ido not see anything in it so re- 
markably incompatible with the daty of this 
Government, as the gentleman seems to imagine. 
| The Senator wouid perhaps preter to look upon 
barren wastes around this Capitol, rather than on 
the verdant lawn, ornamented so beautifully with 
| flowers, for which we have to make annual appro- 
i priations, the same in kind as the one now asked 
| for, though not, perhaps, so meritorious. f have 
| never heard any Senator state that he was desirous 
| of rooting up the flowers and plants around our 
| Capitol grounds, which gladden the eye and make 


i; cheerful the walks that lead from one partof them 


to the other; or suggest that any great constitu- 


‘Matters.at-all, why not collect-a menagerie of rare 


tional reform was to be accomplished in that way. 


den of Eden, all save its inhabitants. 


Mr. DICKINSON. This is not a very impor- 
tant matter, [ admit; nevertheless: it is one of a 
series of subjects which I desire toget rid of. It 
is unnecessary, and in my judgment wrong, for 
this Government to be engaged in such matters. 
To ornament and beautify the grounds-about the 
Capitol is entirely a different affair; it appropri- 
ately belongs to this Government to take care of 
the public grounds, and to make them an agreeable 
place-of recreation for the people from all parts of 
the Union... Not so with green-houses and conser- 
vatories; with these the Government has nothing 
to do; it can tend to no advantage, unless it be to 
create places to be bestowed upon favorites, and 
thus increase the already extended patronage of 
the Government. But I must congratulate the 
honorable Senator from Maryland on having, now 
that Jackson is far removed from the scenes of 
time and sense, all at: once: discovered that his 
opinions are exceedingly valuable. I hope that 
my friend will not only adopt some of the opin- 
ions of Jackson, but that he will adopt all of them. 
And if he should do so in this age of progress, it 
would not be a circumstance at all to be wondered 
at. ; 

Since T have been in Congress, the amount of 
appropriations that have been made for this green- 
house is sufficient to have reproduced the gar- 
[A lJaugh.] 
It is a small affair, 1 grant; but I here declare my 
intention to oppose everything of the kind. I 
should not object to the collecting and bringing 
home of rare plants and animals, at the expense of 
the Government, but what I do object to is the 
creating of conservatories and nurseries, to be 
placed in the charge of superintendents, thereby in- 
creasing the patronage of the Government unne- 
cessarily. Ido not mean to-say that itis as yet a 
great and overshadowing patronage, but it may 
become so. Lt is for these reasons that I am op- 
posed to this amendment. 

Mr. HALE. At the present time, sir, the pub- 
lic mind is a good deal agitated upon certain sub- 
jects, and in the course of duty that 1 have to 
pursue in presenting my own views with regard 
to some of them, I often subject myself to censure 
from some sources which I would deprecate, and 
it makes me exceedingly cautious how I venture 
upon any ground of that sort unless absolutely 
compelled to do so. The Senator from New York 
has stated his belief that it is improper for a con- 
federate republic of thirty States to have anything 
to do with green-houses. Now I desire, and I do 
not mean to treat this subject lightly, to have the 
Senator point out—and if he will do so satisfac- 
torily I will certainly go with him—the danger 
that is likely to accrue to the Union of these States 
from the existence of these green-houses. 

The Senator seems to have a strong aversion to 
green-houses. Is there anything in the color 
that excites the gentleman’s antipathy? I beg 
that he will do me the favor to point out what 
peculiar danger is to be apprehended from the 
preservation of these flowers, for I assure the 
Senator I have a passion for flowers. And [ 
would like to go in favor of them, if there is no 
real danger threatening the Union in consequence 
of their preservation; if there be, I shall be com- 
pelled, however much I admire them, to go against 
them. 

Mr, DICKINSON, I will answer the Senator 
with great pleasure. One reason why the main- 
tenance of these green-houses, which are so attrac- 
tive to the honorable gentleman, should be discon- 
tinued, is, that I am afraid they will draw his atten- 
tion away from a different sort of color. [A laugh. ] 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 1 wish to call the 
attention of the Senate te the fact, that the Joint 
Committee on the Library, in introducing this 
proposition, have introduced nothing new in this 
Government—nothing that was not known and 
recognized as legitimately belonging to the action 


of this Government. 

Mr, DICKINSON, Certainly not. 

Mr. DAVIS. The fact as stated by the Sena- 
tor from Maryland is, that it is merely proposed 
to preserve property that was brought home by the 
Exploring Expedition. And this appropriation is 
asked for on the gronnd that the original position 
of the green-house interfered with the proposed 
extension of the Patent Office building, and that it 
was necessary that it should be removed. ‘The 
question for the Senate to determine is, whether 
they will make the appropriation for removing 
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these plants and flowers, so that they may be pre- 
served, or whether they will abandon ‘them, and 
letthem go to waster Ido-not know when the 
botanical part of the text of the Exploring Expe- 
dition will be completed, but until completed the 
plants should be preserved, for they are essentially 
necessary to those who write out the history from 
the results of the expedition. It was in this way 
that the present establishment grew up, and bê- 
yond that it has not extended. { must be permit- 
ted to say, with all deference to the honorable 
Senator from New York, that it is not a new thing 
that is proposed: the subjectis known to have been 
early recognized as legitimately belonging to this 
Government; there was in the assignment of the 
public grounds to particular objects, a plan for a 
botanical garden, to be established in the public 
ground extending from the west gate of the Capitol 
tothe Washington canal. That ground was desig- 
nated for a botanical garden. But, like the Senator 
from New York, I take no great interest in this 
question. The Library Committee, having charge 
of the subject, felt bound to present a proposition 
for preserving these plants and flowers, and they 
have done so. They are, as I have already said, 
requisite to be referred to by those who have it in 
charge to prepare the text of the Exploring Ex- 
pedition. Beyond that, I suppose they have no 
connection with the duties of the Library Com- 
mittee; and beyond that, it will be for Congress to 
assign them to: whomsoever they please. 

Mr. DICKINSON, I agree with the Senator 
from Mississippi that it will be well to preserve 
these planis until the text is written out. 

Mr. DAVIS. They will have to be removed in 
order to be preserved. 

Mr. DICKINSON. It is only necessary that 
their preservation should be temporary. There is 
no necessity for building up a permanent green- 
house establishment. 

Mr. HALE. ‘The remarks of the Senator from 
New York have convinced me of the contrary to 
what he intended. Instead of convincing me of 
the impropriety of going in favor of the amend- 
ment, he has convinced me of the propriety of 
going for it; and that upon the grounds which I 

ave suggested, because the honorable Senator 
thinks it will divert my attention from black to 
green. That is just what the great intellects of the 
country are aiming at—the object which the wisest 
men of the country are striving to accomplish. 
The favorite design of those who are laying their 
gins on the altar of patriotism, is to diver: the pub- 
ic attention from the black race. The honorable 
Senator says that these green-hotses will divert 
attention from the blacks; if so, why, of course, 
the purpose of all will be accomplished. I shall 
certainly then vote for the amendment. 

Mr. KING. Upon whose estimate is it that 
$5,000 have been inserted ? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I will answer the 
inquiry of the honorable Senator from Alabama. 
The amount is based upon the estimate that has 
been made by the architect of the public buildings, 
and assented to by the Commissioner of Public 
Buildings, as necessary for the pulling down of the 
present building, the erection of another, on the 
plainest plan consistent with security and dura- 
bility, and the removal of the plants, and all the 
other steps necessary to be taken for their pre- 
servation. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. RUSK. I now ask leave to offer the fol- 
lowing amendment, as an additional provision of 
the bill: 

“ind be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General 
be, and heis hereby authorized to employ twenty-two addi- 
tional clerks in the Post Office Departiuent, viz: seven clerks 
each at an annual salary of $1,400; eight clerks each at an 
annual salary of $1,200; and seven clerks each atan annual 
salary of 41,000; and one additional watchman, at a salary 
of $365. 

Mr. RUSK. I would not trouble the Senate 
with a single remark in explanation of this amend- 
ment, if | had been able to get the report which I 
made on this subject some weeks ago, and which 
has not yet been printed. The Posi Office Depart- 
ment has been going on something like thirteen 
years without any increase in the number of clerks 
employed in that department. During that time 
a great increase has taken place in the number and 
extent of the mail-routes, and several thousand ad- 
ditional post offices have been established through- 
out the country, which have necessarily occasioned 
a very great increase of the business of the depart- 


ment. -In addition to that, a postal arrangement 
has been made with England—an arrangement 
which is highly beneficial to the commercial inter- 


ests of the country, which devolves a great ‘deal of | 


labor upon the department; and there is not sufi- 
cient force to do the work. I called. on the Post- 
master General, and also upon the Assistant Post- 
master General, and upon the. Chief Clerk, and 
devoted a good deal of time to the examination of 
this matter, and ascertained beyond a doubt that 
the business could not be done with the present 
force that is employed in the department.. I do 
not believe there is any department of the Gov- 
ernment where there is so much labor performed 
as is performed by the clerks in that department. 

I reported this bill some time ago, and should 
have called on the Senate to adopt it as a separate 
measure, but two reasons have induced me to offer 
it as an amendment to this-bill. One is, we have 
a subject before us which has absorbed nearly the 
whole time of the Senate, and there is no proba- 
bility of procuring the adoption of any measure 
until towards the close of the session. And an- 
other reason is, that at this very moment there is 
avery large amount of business devolving on the 
Post Office Department. It is the time for making 
contracts; the’ contractors are here awaiting the 
renewal of their contracts; and, owing to the in- 
sufficient force that is employed in the department, 
they are kept here upon expense for a considerable 
time, and in the mean time the mail transportation 
throughout the country is considerably deranged. 

I hope, therefore, the Senate will excuse any 
informality there may be in offering this proposi- 
tion as an amendment to this bill, in considera- 
tion of the circumstances. it may be considered 
by some Senator a large increase to be made at 
once; but I assure you, sir, that 1 have not brought 
forward the proposition without a most thorough 
examination into the condition of the department; 
and the result of that examination and investigation 
is a thorough conviction that a due regard to the 
public service demands this amount of increase in 
the force of the department. There is no man 
who would go further to check an unnecessary 
extension of the patronage of any department of 


the Government than I would; for I regard an ex- || 


tended patronage as a source of evil; yet, at the 
same time, I think it is a false economy to curtail 
the force in any of the departments, so that such 
department cannot accomplish the purposes con- 
templated in its formation. The expense is noth- 
ing compared with the sacrifice of the public in- 
terests that must accrue, if you, from a false idea 
of economy, withhold the necessary means of 
carrying out the main intention in the establish- 
ment of a department such as that of the Post 
Office. It is certainly a most important branch of 
the public service; it is one in which every city, 
town, village, and hamlet is interested, and I feel 
confident that, under all the circumstances, the 
Senate will see the propriety of permitting the 
provision to be appended to this bill. California 
being just about to come into the Union,- and an 
immense emigration setting in that direction, it 
will be necessary to create facilities for mail trans- 
portation to a greater extent than now exist; and 
it does seem to me that, under all the circum- 
stances, a due regard to the interests of the public 
requires that this additional force should be granted. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I should much have pre- 
ferred to have seen this amendment introduced by 
the honorable Senator in some other form, or in 
another bill; but as he seems to think that public 
duty requires it, if the Senate concur in voting for 
its connection to this bill, it shall be admitted there 
without any complaint from me. I would prefer 
that no amendment not strictly belonging to the 
deficiency bill should be annexed to it. { would 
not allow myself to make any amendments that 
were not necessarily connected with the deficiency 
bill. While upon this point, | wish to be under- 
stood as desiring to treat the present Administra- 
tion, to whom 1 am politically opposed, in a fair 
and honorable manner. 
tion to the course of policy they may see fi: to 
adopt in carrying forward the necessary legisla- 
tion of the Government. l make no war on the 
system of clerkships; when I do resist the opera- 
tion of a system, it must be one worth resisung— 
one that is overshadowing the country for evil, un- 
sound in finance, and unnecessary in action, and 
leading to improper results. I conceive that the 
true course to be pursued is to allow the. head of 


I shall make no opposi- ; 


| New York that I not onl 


each department to judge of the proper num ber of 


clerks required, and if they. deem it necessary. that 
other clerks should be added, then gree ith he: 
necessary addition. Hold. the heads: : 
partments responsible for uncalled-for. exer 
this power, and when. they..say’they-wan 3 
tain amount of money to carry out the purposes 
of the Government, they shall. have .my:.codper 
tion to furnish, them what they need. ii ciun a 
Our national legislation: will be embarrassed.-by 
any endeavors to resist the policy. ofthe General 
Government upon questions of public utility which 
they have pledged. themselves to carry out. We 
willscrutinize them, and keep them within bounds; 
and so long as*they remain within reasonable 
bounds, so long should we give them what they ask, 
That shall be my line of policy on:that point. . I 
do not intend to make issue on this question of 
clerkships; it is.a matter of but slight importance, 
To grant assistance in the way of clerks to this 
department is necessary—to resist the call for such 
aid is not. necessary. I look. forward to the day | 
when the whole Post Office: establishment will 
topple over by its own weight, and be entirely 
done away with, The whole business of letter 
carrying could be performed more cheaply, more 
efficiently, and more rapidly. by private ‘express 
than it is now by the Post Office establishment, 
Under the express system, you may. take your: 
watch from your pocket, and send it to theres 
motest part of the country without fear of its loss 
or detention; but by the Post Office establishment 
this cannot be done. It would not do to abolish 
the system now, because of its beneficial opera- 
tion in the new settlements of this country. When 
this country becomes more thickly populated, 
private enterprise will then get rid of one of the 
most complicated departments of this Government. 
At present we must allow the department to move 
on with what efficiency it may. We must, if they 
need more clerks, give them more. But I think 
the number asked for too large, and I know. that 
under the last Administration they did not expe- 
rience any very serious. inconvenience because of 
a want of cierks, I prefér,.too, that. it should 
come in some other shape, and not be connected 
with this bill; but as the gentleman has seen fit to 
offer it here, I will offer no strenuous opposition 


| to it. 


Mr. RUSK. I would state to the Senator from 
investigated this matter 
at the Post Office, but I have also a letter from 
the Postmaster General stating .the necessity: for - 
this additional number of clerks; and.one from the 
Assistant Postmaster. General, than: whom J’ do. 
not believe there isa better officer anywhere! 
The letters. accompany the .report,‘and: have “not 
yet been printed.: These letters. will be printed’ 
with the report. This addition is asked for; after 
a full investigation of the matter, and froma sin- 
cere conviction that such an addition ig necessary 
to the faithful. discharge of the public duties. In 
regard to clerkships, | would say that it is a false 
economy to restrict the number. below that: which 
is demanded by the public service. It is ‘like. 
going to war and killing women. and. children; it 
is doing a wrong for which there. is no possible 
retext. 

Mr. FOOTE. I have had no opportunity of. 
examining this matter, but I certainly take it for 
granted that my honorable friend from Texas, 
having investigas:d this subject thoroughly, is 
entitled to respec’ in reference to the views which 
he has stated in cur hearing in so cogenta manner; 
and, basirg my avtion upon his authority, i- shail 
certainly vote with him; at the same time. I feel 
bound to state that the mail facilities in.the part of 


‘the Union where | reside are very. meager, and 


utterly inadequate to the correspondence of the 
country. Their present condition: is somewhat 
better than at former. periods, though..we do not 
enjoy the mail facilities which other parts of the 
Union are in possession. of. It is a subject requir- 
ing the serious consideration of the Post Office 
Department. I think there is very little danger of 
this Post Office fabric tumbling over; the main 
danger is in extending it too much at the top with- 
out widening the foundation. _ For one, I am un- 
willing to. multiply the amount of the Post Office 
patronage; and as I apprehend that this tumble- 
into-rains. will not occur very speedily, I trust that 
all requisite assistance will be afforded, so that the 
business of the department may move forward 


eficipntly. 
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Mr. RUSK. Fmean, as one of the Post Office 

Committee, to bring forward a plan before the 
close of the session by which mail facilities in the 
different parts of the Union shall not depend on 
the choice or cxprice of the Postmaster General. 
The difficulty tnat we labor under in this respect 
is'the discretion that has been given to him under 
the former law. I propose; at the proper time, to 
bring forward a bill to remedy this defect. 
“Mr. KING. Itake it for granted that the busi- 
ness of the Post Office Department requires addi- 
tional clerks. The statement of the Senator from 
‘Texas, so far as that is concerned, is entirely sat- 
isfactory. Additional assistance is required at 
this department, to enable them fo get through the 
business, which has very greatly increased of late, 
by reason of the extension of mail-routes, and also 
by reason of the newly-formed postal arrangements 
with Great Britain. If there is a presure upon the 
department at the present moment, owing to the 
contracts that are to be made, and other causes, | 
see no reason why they should not be granted 
temporarily, and when a bill comes up for making 
a general reorganization of the department it would 
be time enough to provide for the permanent in- 
crease of the force employed in that department. 
That, it appears to me, is the proper course to be 
pursued. I do not intend to throw any obstacle 
in the way of affording the assistance required; 
but I think any addition that is made at present to 
the force employed in the department should be 
temporarily made, with a view of extricating the 
department from its present embarrassment, leav- 
ing it to be determined hereafter, to what extent 
and in what manner an increase shall be made— 
when we shall be prepared to act deliberately, and 
upon a thorough investigation of all the circum- 
stances connected with the proper discharge of the 
duties connected with that department. If we were 
to make provision for permanent appointments 
now, we would not be able to free ourselves from 
the additional number of clerks when the work 
shall have been brought up. 

Mr. PEARCE. I believe, with the Senator 
from Texas, that additional force in the Post Office 
Department is necessary, and | will very briefly 
state why I think so. The department was reor- 
ganized in 1836—it was established and fixed by 
law at that time. The Postmaster General at that 

period was Mr. Amos Kendall, a gentleman who, 

owever politically odious he may be to a portion 
of the people of this country, must be admitted to 
have possessed great vigor and activity of mind, 
and to have been a very laborious public officer. 
At the very moment the department went into 
operation he found that there had not been a 
sufficient number of clerks provided, and he im- 
mediately employed seven additional temporary 
clerks, and they were paid from time to time un- 
der the provisions of acts of Congress. That was 
in 1836. Since that period the number of post 
offices in this country has been increased from 
eleven to seventeen thousand. The correspond- 
ence of the country has of course vastly increased; 
the business of the inspection offices and the busi- 
ness of the contract offices have increased; the 
number of post routes has been increased; the 
business of the dead-letter office has increased; 
and within the last year there has been an amount 
of business thrown upon that department which 
very few gentlemen are aware of, except those 
who have taken the trouble io investigate the sub- 
ject. lt will be recollected that in 1848 we entered 
into a postal arrangement with Great Britain, 
which was not carried into effect until the 4th of 
March last. Now, daring a great part of the time 
we have had steamers running once a fortnight, 
and sometimes once a week, and these steamers 
carried from forty thousand to sixty thousand let- 
ters. Under the postal arrangement letters going 
to England might be either prepaid or wholly un- 
paid. This arrangement has given rise to a great 
increase of business, because we are bound to keep 
an account of the postage upon foreign letters par- 
ticularly, in order that we may settle our accounts 
properly with England. This arrangement throws 
a vast amount of business on the dead-letter of- 
fice, for there is a large number of letters received 
by every mail that do not reach their destination; 
and these letters have not only to be opened and 


examined, but an account must be kept of them, | 


and they must be returned to the Post Office in 
Great Britain as vouchers that the postage has not 
been received by us, for we are charged “with 


postage upon them. This occasionsa great amount | 
of business. . And the mails that are dispatched to | 
Califorgia are no small matter; and you will recol- 
lect that we made a postal arrangement a short 
time ago with the Government of New Granada, 
by which we agreed to pay twenty dollars for the 
first one hundred pounds of mailable matter, and 
twelve dollars for every succeeding hundred 
pounds. At that time every mail transmitted 
across the Isthmus might be carried in the crown 
ofa hat. How isitnow? Every steamer brings 
immense mails. As many as sixty and seventy 
bags, each containing a hundred pounds of mail- 
able matter, comes in each of the California steam- 
ers, and we all know how rapidly the correspond- 
ence is increasing. It takes four clerks to assort | 
the letters of those mails that arrive here alone. | 
It was the policy of Mr. Johnson, the Postmaster | 
General, who was a great economist, to cut down | 
the expenses as much as possible, so as not to | 
exceed the limits of the appropriation; and for | 
that purpose he was obliged to dispense with cer- | 
tain arrangements of the Post Office, which were | 
considered very important. Until the press of | 
business became too great, the rule was for the | 
different postmasters to report every.arrival. This 
was very necessary for obvious reasons. If the | 
postmasier’s duty is to make a report of every | 
arrival, it may be done; but if only to report the 
failures, it may not be done. he practice of 
reporting all the arrivals should be resumed; but 
the force of the department for some years has 
been incompetent to discharge that duty. In ad- 


dition to this, I may state that it has been proposed | 
to this Government by the Prussian Government | 
to establish the same postal arrangements that | 
exist between this country and Great Britain; but, | 
for the want of an adequate force, the Postmaster | 
General has been obliged to turn a deaf ear to the | 
proposition. 
Owing, then, to this pressure of business, this | 
addition to the number of clerks is now asked for. | 
That permanent offices should be added to the 
Post Office Department 1 think must be manifest 
to every member of the Senate. If we are to pass : 
a law providing for the temporary employment of 
these clerks, they will, by their continued employ- 


are to be thus permanently employed, | think we 


ment at once. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 


increase of appropriations for clerks in many of the 
departments, amounting in one section of the bill 
Į to the sum of $14,568. This is owing in a great 
measure to the transfer of business, which took 


ment and bureau, which transfer has been made the 

pretext for employing a very large number of ad- į 
ditional clerks. [really think there must be some- | 
| thing in the atmosphere, some epidemic leading to | 
| an increase of clerks. The whole matter demands | 
scrutiny, and before action should be examined | 
into. in nothing have the operations of the Gov- - 
| ernment been less equal than in the salaries and the | 
| employment of clerks; and in no department has 
the number been so large, and the salaries so libe- 
| ral, as in the Post Office Department. The older 


| bureaus and offices of the Government were estab- ` 
lished under a much more economical mode of pro» ; 
ceeding. 


They had low salaries established, but 
this department, being onc of modern organiza- 
tion, has established salaries according to modern 
notions; according to the notions which existed at 
the time it was created; 1 think the whole sub- 
ject requires revision; and | attempted to bring 
the whole subject before the Senate at the last ses- : 
sion. I think that the salaries in public offices 
should be graduated according to the value of the 
services rendered. They should be in propor- 
tion to the amount of duty performed. I do not. 
understand this as coming from the commit- 
tee. 
_ Mr. RUSK. Yes, sir, the committee author- ` 
ized the report upon which this proposition was ‘| 
! founded. 
Mr. DAVIS. That certainly gives it a claim to | 
consideration. I should like very much to accord |; 
with the Senator from Texas on this subject, for :| 
he is generally right. But I think we are called 
upon to scrutinize this matter before we acree to | 
this increase in the number of clerks, which is 
not justified by any existing provision of law. il 


might as well authorize their permanent employ- | 


. $ I perceive that | 
there is already in the deficiency bill a very large ` 


| are now upwards of seventeen thousand. 


| 

; | 

ment, become permanently engaged; and if they ; 
| 


i 


place under a law of last session, to a new depart- | 


ij service those clerks are needed. 


The matter should have a thorough investigation 
before we legislate upon it. 

Mr. RUSK. 1 dislike very much to consume 
the time of the Senate, but the honorable Senator 


‘from Mississippi has certainly not comprehended 


my remark when [ stated the fact that upon this 
subject I had gone into a thorough investigation; 
that [ had had an interview with the Postmaster 
General, and that I had his letter, and also the 
letter of the Assistant Postmaster General, and 
that of the Chief Clerk of the department, all con- 
curring in the recommendation for the appoint- 
ment of, the additional number of clerks which is 
here proposed. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I did not mistake 
the honorable Senator’s position. I understood 
him, that it was not his own suggestion, but that 
of the Postmaster General; and I will go further, 
and say that I feared it was rather the goodness 
of his heart than any other cause which led him 
to adopt the suggestion. . 

Mr. RUSK. í did not stop there, for I went 
into a minute examination of the whole affair. 
I have a Jetter from the Postmaster General and 
his assistant, and I have conversed personally with 
many of the officers of the department who are 
well acquainted with its wants. I would. say, I 
was rather more particular to satisfy myself, be- 
cause this $16,000 goes to a department which I 
voted against. 

` Mr. DAVIS. I voted for it, but I voted for it 
under a law; and I am now trying to bring it back 
to the law for which I voted. 

Mr. RUSK. Perhaps I was wrong and the 
Senator from Mississippi right in that, but I hope 
he will not charge it as a sin against the Committee 
on the Post Office. 

Mr. DAVIS. Not atall. 

Mr. RUSK. 


I have not done so, 
I have examined the law of 1836—~ 


i| the law under which the Post Office Department 


was established; at that time we had about ten 
thousand post offices in the United States. ay 
Chis 
amount will be increased shortly to a thousand 
more; so that when we take into consideration the 
very considerable amount of business which has 
devolved upon the General Post Office here, and 
also, as has been stated by the Senator from 
Maryland, resulting from the postal arrangement 
with Great Britain, it is important that this ad- 
dition should be made. We are expending some 
$4,000,000 or $5,000,000 annually in carrying on 
the business of this department, and it really ap- 
pears that its business should not be obstructed 


i| for the want of the small appropriation of thirty 


or forty thousand dollars which is here asked for, 
and which is absolutely necessary for carrying on 
the business of the department properly. 

Mr. BRADBURY. Will the Senator from 
Texas inform me in what branch of the Post 
Office Department these clerks are wanted ? 

Mr. RUSK. I did not examine into that mat- 
ter very fully. There are some wanting in the 
Auditor’s department, however. 

Mr. BRADBURY. The Senator from Texas 
has informed me, that there is a necessity for 


| clerks in the Auditor’s office; and I think ‘it is 


probable that two or three clerks may be wanted 
there. Sir, there is one fact of which I am as- 
sured, in relation to this matter; which. is, that, 
under the Auditor who last held that office, the 
business was brought up entirely and perfectly. I 
think it likely some additional clerks are wanted 
for the Post Office Department, and I am willing that 
a sufficient number shall be added; but all must 
be aware of one fact, that when we once make an 
addition of permanent clerks, we can never retrace 
our steps; and those clerks become permanent 
clerks in that department. I think, too, that the 
number asked for is too large; and that, under the 
circumstances, Congress should be informed, either 


| by the Postmaster General, or the committee hav- 


ing charge of the subject, for what branch of the 
1 hope we shall 
pause before we fix this permanent matter of twen- 
ty additional clerks; and, instead of having that 


‘i number, that we make provision for temporary 


clerks, until we can ascertain how many are actu- 
ally necessary. { protest against this mode of 
legislation, by which we are called upon to legis- 
late in the dark on this subject, without know- 
ing how many are actually wanted in the depart- 


| ment. I do not know but that it is perfectly 


useless to say a word against any expenditure of 
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money; for I have seldom or neverseen an instance | 


of an attempt to limitexpenditure, that has proved 
to be successful. | almost despair of the success 


of any attempt to stay this spirit of extravagance; | 


but it does appear to me, notwithstanding the re- 
marks of the Senator from Texas, that mail facili- 


ties are not sọ extensive as they oughtto bein his | 


art of the. country—that the addition of clerks 


ere asked for will not carry a mail toa single | 


city, town, or village. Ido not think, sir, that 
the large number of clerks here asked for, is re- 
“quired permanently. I will, therefore, move that 
the word “‘ temporary ” precede the word “ clerks.” 
Mr. DOUGLAS. Iam prepared to vote for a 
bil providing for the increase of the number of 
clerks in the Post Office Department, but it seems 
to me to be unreasonable and unnecessary to add 
such a large number to those already in that office. 
if | recollect right, there are some forty odd clerks 


now in that department of the Post Office, and it is’| 


proposed to add some twenty or twenty-two more 
to that number. The business of. the department 
was kept up, under the last Administration, with 
the regular number of clerks; the same number of 
clerks that were employed when the post offices 


numbered ten thousand being employed when they ` 


amounted to seventeen thousand. 
is to have this force kept active. The Senator 
from Texas is mistaken in supposing that this bill 
will add clerks to the Auditor’s office—it provides 
additional clerks to the Post Office Department. 


The Auditors office, as [ understand it, isa branch | 


of the Treasury Department, and in the appoint- 


ment of clerks to that office they are nominated by || 


the Auditor and confirmed by the Secretary of the 
Treasury. 

—notat all, 
clerks to the Post Office Department proper, 


Ail you require , 


{t will not relieve the Auditor’s office || 
It is but an addition of twenty-two | 


doubling the number of clerks employed in that | 


office at once, without any reason assigned for it, 
except the general statement that there are not 
enough. I think, therefore, that we had better 
authorize a corps of temporary clerks, in order to 


tional number necessary to be permanently em- 
ployed. 

„Mr. MANGUM. I am not disposed to make 
objection to a proposition of this kind without 
knowing whether the addition is really required or 
not; and I am glad to'find that there isa gentleman 
who has taken the trouble to make the investiga- 
tion. The Post Office Department contains forty- 
five or forty-seven clerks; and it has stood upon 
that footing for the last twelve years. I believe I 


have had more intercoursé with that department | 


than any other, and the Senator from Texas is 
perfectly correct in his statement that the clerks in 
that department perform a greater amount of labor, 
for the pay that they receive, than the cierks in any 
other department. Fheemployment of temporary 
clerks, as Senators must know, is the most in- 
efficient and expensive mode of conducting the 
business of any departinent. Men come in tem- 
porarily, and do as little labor as they possibly 
can, and perform it in the most inefficient manner, 
whereas those who are permanently employed 
become efficient and serviceable clerks. {i must 
protest against the arguments and objections that 
are used by gentlemen on the other side. It seems 
to me, and I say it with great deference, that they 
do. great injustice to the gentleman who is at the 
head ofthe Post Office Committee, who has taken 
the trouble to investigate the subject. 

Mr. DICKINSON. [am notin favor of putting 


a number of additional clerks into this bill; bat, ; 


as the matter is under discussion, and as I have 
had occasion to pay some attention to it, I wish 
to make a remark or two. 
these additional clerks. A great many of. them, 
perhaps all, have been employed during the recess; 
there is compensation asked, and the House of 
Representatives has appropriated $11,972 82 for 
clerks employed during the recegs upon the current 
business of the office. I have no doubt, from all 
that I can learn, that these clerks were. necessary. 
I have received information upon the subject from 
a gentleman who was formerly connected with the 


AT 


We shall have to vote | 


removed by the present Administration—and he 
says that he has no doubt these clerks are neces- 
sary. Ihave no doubt myself that many of them 
are made necessary by the large number of ap- 
pointments and ‘removals; but that is a matter be- 
tween the department and the public, not between 


| Congress and them. 


Mr. MANGUM. There have been very few 
removals in that department. 
_ Mr. DICKINSON. í apprehend that there 
have been a good many; but that is a matter be- 
tween the department and the public, and not be- 
tween Congress and the department. And here 
I repeat what I said before, that I intend to let 


i these departments take their course as regards the 


public business, and as long'as they keep within 
any kind of reasonable bounds, give them. all the 
facilities they ask to enable them to carry on the 
public business, and get along in their own way. 
I suppose myself that those clerks who were em- 
ployed, were employed without the authority of 
law—and additional clerks are employed every 
year without the authority of law—because the 
moment that a department finds that it cannot get 


along with the public business, it always has, and | 


always will; and if I was at the head of a depart- 
ment I would do it myself—employ extra clerks; 
but, as I was saying, 1 do not suppose that they 
have employed these clerks with the greatest 
judgment; they might, perhaps, have got along 
with less, although Iam not acquainted with the 
particulars; but I will let them have all they ask, 


and hold them responsible, or Jet the public hold | 


them responsible, for it. It has been usual for 
the departments, when they find that they cannot 
get along with the current business, to employ 


| clerks, and submit it to Congress, and it has been 
usual for Congress to sanction it; and if Congress | 
sanctions an abuse of this sort, I shall never raise į 


my voice against it. It is not strictly an abuse 
when kept within due limits. The increase of the 


i to |; public business may render it necessary for the 
bring up the work, and then inquire as to the addi- jj 


heads of departments to adopt this course in or-. 


der to carry on the public business, and Congress | 


has been in the habit of sanctioning it and making 
the appropriations. On the sixth page of the de- 
ficiency bill gentlemen will.find an appropriation 
of the sum of $13,972 82. for:clerks employed in 
the Post Office Department for the current busi- 
ness during the past summer. The head of the 
department asks for these clerks to be continued. 
I do not know the number, but this is the appro- 
priation; and I understand, from sources that are 
sufficient authority to me, that, on the whole, the 
course pursued by that department was a just and 
proper one, and therefore I shall vote to sanction 
it, I would have preferred that it should have 
come in in the general appropriation bill; but it is 
a small matter to struggle over, and l, for one, 
will never strain. over the gnat when we are con- 
stantly swallowing the camel. 

Mr. HAMLIN. As I am to vote upon the 
amendment offered by the Senator from Texas, I 
wish to state very briefly some facts which are 
within my knowledge, and which will influence 
very much my vote. I have had occasion to visit 
the Post Office Department during the present ses- 
sion, to make application to the dead -letter depart- 
ment, and | have learned some facts there which 
convince me beyond all doubt that there is a neces- 
sity for an additional force, and a necessity which 
will command my vote. 
saying that. I learn one fact in regard to letters 
returned there, with money or with valuable papers 
in-them, belonging to persons who have mailed 
them, and which have not been received by the 
persons to whom they were addressed. I believe 
these communications, before being returned to 
the persons to whom they belong, under the pre- 
sent arrangement and with the present force, are 
retained. fully six months. Well now, sir, this is- 
wrong. It is certainly wrong that the Department 


j here should detain funds in their hands belonging 


to individuals for that length of time; and yet they 


| are compelled to retain. them, for no other-earthly 


reason than that they have not got a force here to 


department—an efficient officer, and one who was | 


I think I am right in: 


open them; -Much of the moné 
mitied through the mail-in: this 
initted by foreigners—by. person o 
from foreign countries, and who. are: e f 
| extent itinerants. “They have. no fixed Jocation, 
and ina great many- instances: of ‘letters of “this 7 
character, where the person sending it has remo. 
from the place where the Jetter was orig 
mailed, the department is utterly unable, afer-th 
| six months have expired, to find -the individual, 
and the money remains here and goes into & fund: 
to be repaid whenever the owner shall be found. 
| L learn the fact that many cases of. this desctip- 
i tion arise, and. arise in consequence of the delay 
| occasioned by the inability. of the department 
j to transmit the: communications ‘to the post- 
office. from which they ‘were originally’ mailed. 
Well, sir, I have another. reason. t have ‘con 
ferred with gentlemen” who have been connected 
with that department, ‘and with. persons who are 
now connected with it, men in whom-t hav: : 
utmost confidence, men whom Jhave known long, 
and who, if it would add any weight to their tes- 
timony, I will, add, are my. ‘political. friends an 
associates; and I have the utmost ‘confidence an 
what they have told me,‘as.to the necessity of an 
additional number of clerks, because} know that 
they understand the details:of théir business. and 
are entitled to confidence from their moral worth, 
and from the knowledge which they possess inte- 
lation to this matter. Now, sir, from these facts, 


which I have become possessed of, [come to the 
conclusion that we owe it to ourselves and to the 


officers. 
ter which they are to 

but from the facts to w 3 
which | have full confidence, I shall vote to in- 
|| crease the force in that department.. What may. 
be the necessity in other bureaus, 1 do not so well 
know. I would have been very glad to have beard 
from the gentleman who. offered the amendment, 


something more of. the details.: or 


Mr. RUSK. 
formation he requires. nal: ar 
wanted in the appointment office, eight in the..in- 
spection office, six in the contract office, and: two 
in the.fiscal office. Now, I have but one more 
word to say, and that is, that when the present 
number of forty-nine clerks was given to the‘de- 
partment, there were ten thousand”post offices... 
there are now seventeen thousand offices...’ 
additional labor thrown upon the departme 
the postal arrangement with England and New 
Granada, and the additional postal arrangements 
which are necessary and ‘proper to be made, and 
| which the interests of the country require should 
be made, will increase the number to about twenty 
thousand offices.. Now, if forty-nine clerks were 
necessary to conduct the business of ten thousand, 
it seems to me no very great extravagance. In hav- 
ing twenty-two more clerks for the additional ten 
|i thousand... -~ ; Z 
i Mr, BRADBURY... I have an ‘amendment. to 
propose to that offered by the Senator from ‘Texas, 
‘which gives the precise number and employment 
of the clerks; and specifies their pay. I propose, 
instead of this amendment. of the Senator from 

Texas, to authorize the Postmaster Gencral to 


i 
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temporary clerksas may be necessary, 
pria Ihe suid of $24,000 i ae pays 
ment of them; appropriating precisely the identica 
ment Ta by he Senator ‘from Texas, but 
leaving. the’ responsibility. ‘upon the Postmaster 
General:to:employ. no. more than are necessary. I 
moye to strike out all after the word. * employ, 
cand to.insert ‘such. temporary. clerks as may be 
necessary, and the sum of $24,000 for the payment 
thereof? a a ree 
“Mr. RUSK. I think it would be better to leave 
jtas 1 have. put'it; the Postmaster General can 
distribute the offices'as he thinks best; he is not 
confined to any particular salary. eens 

‘Now, sir, I know from my intercourse with 
‘the ‘officers here, that there àre some clerks re- 
Geiving $2,000 not doing half as much work as 
gome who. are receiving a salary of $900. Itis 
best- to throw. the. whole. matter into the hands of 
the Postmaster General, and leave him independ- 
ent/to arrange it in such a manner as he thinks 
will best promote the public interest. 

‘Mr. KING. I have no wish to detain the Sen- 
‘ate much longer, but really the Senator from North 
Carolina, [Mr. Maneum,]-seems to come to the 
conclusion in his own mind that we were discuss- 
ing a subject. which we knew nothing about, and 
I listened to him with some attention, hoping that 
he was about to give us some information, but 
unfortunately he concluded without giving us any 
information as to the necessity of these additional 
clerks. Now, I wish it to be distinctly understood 
that lam myself in favor of making any appro- 
priation that may be necessary, so as to enable the 
departments to proceed with the public business 
properly. If the idea was entertained, because [ 
suggested the propriety of changing the mode, that 
l:was opposed to giving the necessary aid to this 
department, or to any other, to enable them prop- 
erly to carry on the business of the country, I was 
entirely misunderstood. All that I wished was 
this: that, as we had no particular information 
that could enable us to judge for ourselves how 
many permanent. clerks were needed, it would be 
best to give the Postmaster General authority to 
select as many persons competent to do the work 
as he thought necessary to fill the deficiency, until 
Congress should take the matter up in regular 
order, and-determine in regard to the number of 
permanent clerks to be employed in each of the 
departments. 

The number, I suppose, will have to be in- 
creased. There is an appropriation in this bill for 
clerks in the office of the Secretary of the Interior; 
those clerks were employed without the authority 
of law, but they were perhaps necessary, and I 
will not myself oppose giving any aid to the Gov- 
ernment to enable them to carry on the public 
business, and to carry it on successfully, by giving 
them all the labor necessary; and, even if they go 
a little beyond the law when necessary for the 
public business, I sħall not myself very strongly 
object to it; though I would much rather in general 
that our public officers should keep within the 
law, and not go beyond it, for fear inconvenience 
should result. What I desire is, that you should 
appropriate the precise amount. It would subject 
the Postmaster General to temptation if he could 
employ fifty clerks, some of whom, as the Senator 
from Texas says, receiving $900 would do more 
work than others receiving $2,000. I believe this 
to be the case; there can be no doubt aboutit. He 
ean employ a greater number of clerks by the 
amendment, and do the work much more rapidly 
by employing clerks at $900; and it is his interest 
as a public officer, the interest of his department, 
to employ as many as he can. His object, for the 
sake of his own reputation as a public officer, is to 
get the work done as speedily as possible, and |i 
leave nothing undone or behindhand. I would 
greatly prefer for the present that a precise sum 
should be appropriated, leaving it to the Postmaster 
General to apportion as he thinks best. I feel 
confident that he will use it properly. I think him 
a very able man, from the intercourse T have had 
with him, and I should be willing to give him 
whatever may be necessary to carry on the busi- 


employ such 
and to appro; 


F 


the purpose for which I rose. Why my very 


forte consists in my modest and just appreciation 


of my ignorance of the public service, and for that 
reason I speak very seldom. But the thing that 
moved me was, to percéive the utter obtuseness of 
certain gentlemen, in misunderstanding what ap- 
peared to me to be one of the clearest, most practi- 
cal, and businegs-like statements I have heard for 
some time. I; mean that made by the Senator 


from Texas; and I did remark that thought it the 
‘easiest thing in the- world to raise an objection to 


any. proposition, whether you’ understand it or 

not; feeling a perfect: consciousness that | knew 

nothing about the matter myself, but having per- 

ception enough perfectly to understand the clear, 

business-like, appropriate, and sensible statement | 
of the Senator from Texas, who had examined 

the subject, and seéms to understand it perfectly. 

I was struck by the force of his reasons and his 

statement, and was only surprised that other gen-s 
tlemen did not understand: it also. I repeat, sir, 
that I speak more seldom than other members, 
because J understand myself, and do not follow 
the policy of some other gentlemen who occupy a 
good deal of time which might be much better em- 
ployed otherwise. 

Mr. HUNTER. I rise to suggest to the Sena- 
tor from Texas that there is already an appropria- 
tion for all the deficiencies for which the Postmas- 
ter General has made application for appropria- 
tions. So far as the deficiency bill is concerned, 
we have already appropriated all that he asked 
for. T would suggest to him that a general ap- 
propriation would come better in the general 
appropriation bill, and he would by that means 
leave us time to examine into the subject. It is 
possible, nay probable that we shall concur with 
him, and | submit that it would be better to post- 
pono this motion until the general appropriation 

il comes up for consideration. The appropria- 
tion already made in this deficiency bill, is, I 
understand, all that he has asked for, and all that 
is necessary to enable him to pay the additional 
temporary clerks that he has found it necessary 
to employ. 

Mr. RUSK. I thought I had very distinetly 
stated the reasons why I brought this matter for- 
ward at this time. The deficiency appropriation, 
which the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Huv- 
TER] alludes to, is for work and labor which has 
been already performed. - f 

A Senator. Ohno. Up to the 30th of June. 

Mr. RUSK. That appropriation is for work 
already performed, 

Mr. HUNTER. No. 
the expense of these clerks up to the 30th of June 
next. 

Mr. RUSK. The reason why I brought it for- 
ward I have already stated. 1 will state it again. 
It is, that there is no telling when, if ever, we shall 
be able to get at the appropriation bill; but it is 
absolutely necessary that this matter should be 
settled now, because there are postal arrangements 
pending with other countries, as I have already 
stated, which Í have been informed by the honor- 
able Secretary of State and the Postmaster Gener- 
al cannot be entered into till they know whether 
they can have labor in the office sufficient to perform 
the duties that would be devolved on them. Well, 
sir, although this. appropriation goes as faras the 
30th June, no difficulty can arise from it, because if 
the Postmaster General gets permanent clerks suffi- 
cient to discharge the duties of the office, of course 
he will not need to use the additional appropriaion 
of $10,000; and in matters of this sort it is better 
we should not go from hand to mouth; provide 
for a month to come, and then leave the business 
of the country to be neglected. Itis better far that 
it should be placed upon a proper and permanent 
footing at once. I regretthat 1 have not been able 
to convince my friend from Alabama (Mr. Kine] 
that these things are absolutely necessary. I have 
said that we have the statement of the Postmaster 
General himself that these clerks are necessary; 


master General; and my own opinion is—and 
having devoted some Jabor to the subject I havea 


ness of his department. 
Mr. RUSK. I have but one word to say. 
Mr. MANGUM. I trust the Senator will saffer 
me to say a few words. 
Mr. RUSK yielded the floor. 
-Mr. MANGUM. _I desire to inform the Sena- 
tor from Alabama that he entirely misconceived | 


| 


little pride of opinion—that they are absolutely 
necessary. Iam certified in that opinion by the 
head of the department, by the assistant, whom 
I know to be a very valuable and useful officer, 
and by those who have served in the department; 
for I derive a considerable portion of my informa- 
tion from a member of the other House who was 


that we have the statement of the Assistant Post- | 


This is the estimate of |} 


formerly in the department, ` I think that under 
these circumstances [ am justified in saying that it 
is necessary. 

Mr. PEARCE. I wish to set the Senate right, 
by saying that if we do not make this appropria- 
tion now, we shall on the 30th of June be called 
on to supply a similar deficiency. It cannot be 
hoped that the general appropriation bill, or the 
bill for the Post Office Department, will pass by 
the 30th of June; and as there is a deficiency. now, 
caused by the temporary employment of persons 
| necessary to do the writing required by the de- 
partment, so there will be a similar deficiency on 
the 30th of June. Bat I rise simply to say, in 
reply to the Senator from Alabama, that we have 
not been left without specific information on the 
subject, If gentlemen will take the trouble to 
look at the report of the Postmaster General, and 
the accompanying documents, they will find ample 
details and comparisons; the Postmaster General 
has stated in general terms: 

“In 1837 the. number of post offices was 11,767; now 
17,164—417 having been established since June last. 

Number of dead letters in 1837, 900,000. Now 2,100,000. 

Number of quarterly returns in 3837, 48,000. Now 73,000. 

Number of mail contractors in 1837, 3,682... Now 4,190, 

Length of routes in 1837, 141,242 miles, Now 167,705. 

Annual mail transportation in 1837, 32,597,006 miles. Now 
42,544,069. i 

The number of communieations now received in the de- 
partment is 370,000 annually. 


Now the Auditor of the Post Office has sub- 
| mitted a report accompanying the Postmaster 
General’s report. I understood the Senator from 
Maine, (Mr. Brapsury,} who spoke first, to say 
that this auditor had left his department with al! 
arrears brought up, and that there was no neces- 
gity for an increase of clerks in that office. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I said scarcely any. I be- 
lieve there ought to be a small number of clerks 
added. 

Mr. PEARCE. Here is his report, in which 
he says, speaking of the elerks in his office: 

«Their number is not greater now than it was in 184}. 
In the eight years that bave intervened, the business of 
every kind has greatly increased, and notwithstanding ex- 
pedients to lighten and facilitate their labors, it had at the 
j close of the year attained the ful} measure of their utmost 
capacity and exertion. ‘Of course an immediate augmenta- 
| tion of the force is indispensable.” 

T understand that a communication from the 
present head of that bureau has been addressed to 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means in the other House, in which ‘this fact ig 
again stated; thiscommunication was not, however, 
before the Finance Committee. 

I find in the report of the First Assistant Post- 
master General, that he estimates specifically for 
an increased number of clerks; he says, for ex- 
ample: 


“Long since the assignment of the present number of 
; clerks to the office under charge of the undersigned, (the 

contract bureau,) our mail arrangements have been largely 
extended by the annexation of Texas, the opening of the 
new Territory of Minnesota, and the occupation of Califor- 
nia and Oregon, and its correspondence is much increased 
by the foreign maiis. ln reference to these matters it would 
be proper to employ two clerks.” 


Well, then, he says that— 

“The foreign mail service has cast a new duty on the 
dead-jetter office. Not the valuable letters only, but every 
unpaid letter coming to us through the British and German 
mails, thatis sent to the dead-letter office, must be returned 
with a claim for credit of the foreign share of the postage, 
and charged against our department. Otherwise a loss is 
sustained. "Two new clerks, familiar with the continental 
languages of Europe, at least the French and German, 
| should be provided for this duty, and probably one or two 

others.” 

“ The demand for more clerks is greater in the inspection 
office, where the want of the requisite force must be most 
apparent to the Postmaster General.”? 


x And then he says in another place— 


“I am satisfied that within several years past the clerks 
in that office have heen too few, by the number of two, to 
perform the duties contemplated hy the act of 1836, and £ 
am convinced that, in view of the present state of things, at 
least five additional clerks, nearly double the presentiorce, 
will be needed in that office.” 

There is an increase of eleven specified in the 
report which I have read. I understand that a 
| very considerable increase is required in the Audit- 
or’s office, which is a branch of the Post Office 
Department, notwithstanding that the Auditor re- 
fers his accounts for settlement to the Treasury 
Department, in order to make him independent of 
the Post Office Department. In every other re- 
spect he is the same. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I did not exactly hear the 
honorable Senator from Maryland. Did 1 under- 
stand that the honorable Senator stated what num- 
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ber of additional clerks was specified and recom- 
mended in the report of the Postmaster General ? 

Mr. PEARCE. The Postmaster General has 
not stated the precise number. 

Mr. BRADBURY... Did not the honorable Sen- 
ator speak of eleven additional clerks being recom- 
mended in the report of the Postmaster General ? 

Mr. PEARCE. Ispoke of eleven being recom- 
mended in the ‘report of the First Assistant Post- 
master General. 

Mr. BRADBURY. Do I understand that this 
addition of twenty-two clerks will be any addi- 
tion to the number of clerks in the office of the 
Sixth Auditor, who audits the Post Office ac- 
counts ? 

Mr. PEARCE, It is my opinion that it will. 
The Sixth Auditor’s office is part of the General 
Post Office. He is an officer of that department, 
because he audits and controls its accounts. And 
he is an officer of the Treasury Department in no 
other wise than that he has charge of the finances 
of the Post Office Department. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I do not understand that 
this amendment will give any additional clerks to 
the office of the Sixth Auditor, 
that this amendment, with the construction that is 
likely to be given to it, will not give any addi- 
tional clerks to the office of the Sixth Auditor, be- 
cause that office is part of the Treasury Depart- 


ment. 

Mr. SHIELDS, Mr. President, I wish to state, 
that so far as my opinion goes, if you. wish to con- 
sult economy, you will not appropriate a gross 
sum for the employment of temporary labor, but 
make an appropriation designating the clerks and 
their salaries. If you appropriate a gross sum for 
the employment of temporary labor, you will have 
to appropriate about double the amount that is ne- 
cessary to perform that labor. 

The question being taken on the amendment to 
the amendment, it was lost. 

The question then recurred on the amendment 
proposed by the Senator from Texas, [Mr. Rusx.] 

Mr. DICKINSON. I shall feel compelled to vote 
against that amendment, because I cannot vote for 
such things in a deficiency bill, 

Mr. CASS. I desire to inquire whether this 
bill contains enough to last till the 30th of June? 

Mr. DICKINSON. It does. 

Mr. CASS. If 1 understand it, this deficiency 
bill. contains the amount which the Postmaster 
General supposes will be necessary to the 30th of 
June. If'we are to provide a permanent appro- 
priation, and if we are now to enter into a discus- 
sion of the appropriation bill, on account of what 
may be the state of things hereafter in this depart- 
ment, why not go into the discussion of the whole 
bill, in relation to every department? 

Mr. RUSK. I havestated, three different times, 
important reasons for this appropriation. Several 
Governments are waiting, having made proposi- 
tions here to enter into important postal arrange- 
ments with this country, that cannot be gone into 
until there has been some action on the part of 
Congress on this appropriation bill, furnishing the 
necessary means. There is an additional reason, 
which is, the mail service for California. I have a 
bill which I intend to call up at an early day, on this 
subject, calling for additional help here. It is ina 
wretched condition, and if for that reason this ap- 
propriation would be well at the end of the ses- 
sion, would it not be better now? Another reason 
is this: that for upwards of a month, an immense 
amount of business, more than at any other sea- 
son of the year, devolves upon the department, on 
account of the contracts; and some of them’ will 
have to be delayed, if we delay this bill; perhaps 
some of them will be delayed for a month. 

Mr. CASS. I have no doubt that an additional 
appropriation is necessary, and I am prepared to 
vote for it; but [ doubt whether it is necessary to 
make any appropriation for the time after the thir- 
tieth of June. . ; * 

The question being taken, and the yeas.and nays 
being ordered, they resulted as follows: 

EAS—~Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Clarke 
rr Gee Dave of Mascachusetts, Dayton, Dodge of 
Towa, Dodge of Wisconsin, Downs, Foote, Greene, Hale, 
Hamlin, Jones, Mangum, Miller, Morton, Pearce, Phelps, 
Rusk, Seward, Shields, Smith, Spruance, Sturgeon, Under- 
e n Bradbury, Bright, Chase, Davis of Mis- 
sissippi, Dickinson, Douglas, Felch, Hunter, King, Norris, 
Sebastian, Turney, Walker, and Yulee—14. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


I am informed | 


Mr. HUNTER. [rise to offer an amendment, 
which I was instructed by the Committee on Pub- 
lic Buildings to present: ha 

“For the improvement of the grounds about the Presi- 
dent’s.House and the grounds attached to the Navy Depart- 
ment building, and between it and the Washington Canal, 
$10,000.” ks 

Mr. CLAY. I rise to make an inquiry in refer- 
ence to the appropriation just passed. I under- 
stand the bill which we are acting upon appropri- 
ates about $12,000 for the temporary employment 
of clerks now in the actual employment of the 
Post Office Department. The appropriation which 
we have just made is for twenty-two clerks to be 
employed in addition to those already employed. 
Now, ought you not to strike out this $12,000— 
or, as I believe it is, $11,900—otherwise you will 
be making a double appropriation, in part at 
least, for the same object? : 

Mr. RUSK. The appropriation of $11,900 is 
for temporary clerkships; but what amount has 
been expended for past service I do not know. 
Upon reflection, I suppose, if the appropriation 
was too large, the whole of it would not be used 
by the Postmaster General. I would have no ob- 
jection to this $11,900 being stricken out, but it 
may be that a considerable portion of the labor 
for which this appropriation was made may have 
been performed. i 

Mr. CLAY. If not wholly stricken out, it |/ 
should be, so far as the past labor has been paid 
for. There ought to bé so much stricken out as | 
is apportioned from now to the 30th of June—say 
one-sixth, one-fifth, one-fourth, or one-third. 

Mr. PEARCE. I would suggest to the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky that this amendment may be 
modified to suit him by the addition of the words 
‘or so much thereof as is necessary.” When the 
bill is reported back to the Senate, 1 shall move to 
add these words. ` 

Mr. HUNTER. The amendment I have of- 
fered relates to an appropriation made for the im- 
provement of the grounds south of the President’s 
house, by planting trees, and by such filling up of 
the low grounds about the canal as to conduce to 
the health of the city. 

Mr. DICKINSON. This is not strictly appli- | 
cable to the deficiency bill. There is certainly a 
strong argument in favor of this appropriation, on || 
account of the benefit it may be to the health of | 
the city; but I cannot vote for it myself, because I 
think it is not strictly applicable to an appropria- 
tion bill. 

Mr. HALE. I wish to ask the chairman of the 
Committee on Public Buildings how much we ap- 
propriated last year for the improvement of the 
public grounds near the. President’s house, and 
what was done with it? 

Mr. HUNTER. Iam not able to inform the 
Senator from New Hampshire what the amount 
appropriated last year was. 

Mr. HALE. I believe it was something like 
$30,000 that was appropriated last session. j 
Mr. HUNTER. I beliéve not, sir; probably 

not half that sum. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Hunter, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. HUNTER. Iam also instructed by the | 
Committee on Public Buildings to offer the follow- 
ing amendment: 


“ For continuing the improvements of the public grounds |! 
west of Seventh street, designated as the Mall, $5,000.” 


Mr. BADGER. I presume that was the amend- 
ment to which my friend alluded as the one to 
which my amendment would be pertinent. I de- | 
sire, therefore, to move mine as an amendment 
to his. {beg leave to state that lam extremely | 
happy to? have the opportunity of proposing’! 
an amendment that will meet with the general 
acceptance of the Senate. Itis free from every ob- || 
jection that has been urged to any amendment || 
offered to-day. In the first place, it is for a small 
sum; inthe next place, it contemplates the erec- | 
tion of no green-house; in the third place, it is for ! 
the adornment and beautifying of the public į 
grounds, so that it must meet the acceptance of the 
gentleman from New York; and, in the fourth 
place, it is highly important to promote the public 1 
health of the city by removing an existing nuisance, | 
the existance of which nobody knows better than 
yourself, Mr. President, [Mr Arcutson.] Iwould 
have reserved this amendment for the general appro- 
priation bill, butevery gentleman knows thatit will || 
not come up until late in the sessions consequently |!” 


| the governor, three judges, and secretary of the Territory 


i from- Iowa, and the Secretary 


all the ‘inconveniences of: this nuisan 
curred. before it is:poasibleto bring that: 
the Senate.. F will add, also, thatitis ame 
an extremely healing character; and. assu 
be as much calculated to strengthen: the 
bonds of the Union. as anything else that has be 
proposed to-day. aes 
The amendment was read, as follows: s Eigi 
& For enclosing with a substantial wooden fence; grading, 
and planting with trees, the. ground on the canal, between 
Third and Sixth streets, $2,500)? 0 00t y 
The amendment. was agreed to. 


The question then: recurred on the amend 
as amended, and it was adopted, 

Mr. CASS. I move that the appropriation for 
the mission to Austria be striken out, the 

Mr. DICKINSON, Will the Senator. with- 
draw that amendment for a moment, while I offer 
one. other amendment. proposed by the commit- 
tee ?. i ; 5 

Mr. CASS. Certainly. 

Mr. DICKINSON. The amendment I have'to 
offer is this: og yk Gan ctes 

t For. contingent expenses of the office’of the First Au- 
ditor of the Treasury $655.7? ORN 


ment: 


insert- the 


following item: ‘ 


gos or contingent expenses of the Territory of Minnesota 
50.7? a 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. DICKINSON. Since the bill came tous 
from the House, the Committee on Finance have’ 
been informed by the Treasury Department that 
there is a deficiency in the payment of the salaries 
of the governor, the judges, and the secretary of 
that Territory. The appropriation was made ‘for 
one year, and they have been appointed one. year’ 
and some months, and this appropriation. ‘will 
bring us to the end of the present fiscal year. <I 
propose to add, therefore— : 

“And for deficiencies in appropriations for the salaries ` 


of Minnesota for the present fiscal year, $8,209 67? 
Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. Mr. President, I wish’ 
to offer an amendment to the amendment ofthe. 
Senator from New York, as follows: 3 
“ For deficiency in the last appropriation. .defraying 
expenses of the government of the Territory, nine, 
sand six hundred and forty-five dollars: and “sixte 
($9,645 16,) the accounts for which shall be forth 
ited and settled by the. proper, accounting offic 
Treasury.?? 5 ` webbed : į 
I would state, Mr. President, that ‘since: the 
passage of the deficiency bill in the House of 
Representatives, the Delegate. from the Territory 
of Minnesota received a communication fromthe’ 
secretary of that Territory, stating that. there was 
a deficiency to that amount, but it was received 
too late to be the basis. of any action. in the House. 
Because it did not come-in a more official.form, 
the chairman of the Committee on Financë did 
not offer the amendment. ae : 
We have made but one appropriation for this 
Territory heretofore, and that was to the amount 
of $13,700. That appropriation was made on the 
last night of the last session of Congress, upon 
the motion of the Senator from Wisconsin. That: 
amount would not be sufficient for the annual 
expenses of the government of the Territory; and 
besides, this year was the first session of the:ters 
ritorial legislature. The appropriation made last: 
year, the first year of the Territory of Minnesota; 
was the same as that which’ had been made to 
lowa and Wisconsin. the’ last. year 
torial governments.. mahal one : : 
£ hope, sir, there will be’no opposition to this 
amendment, for we have the certificates of the se- 
cretary of the Territory and of Governor Ramsey 
that it is necessary. < eee Dys 
Mr. DICKINSON. This estimate consists en- 
tirely—at any rate, a very large portion of it—for. 
printing ‘the communications” of the secretary of 
the Territory of Minnesota. ‘There was, I believe, 
a note of the Delegate from that Territory sent to 
the Secretary of the Treasury, and he returned it 
without consideration. Et has been again returned 
to the Secretary of the Treasury by the Senator 
of the Treasury is 
still disinclined to take the responsibility of making 
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these ‘appropriations, but recommends that the ap- 
propriations should. be made in the form. propos 
by thé Senator. from lowa;as named in his. amend- 
ment—that: is, that the appropriation should be 
made, reserving’ to the department the right to- 
audit’and to pay only such amount as may be 
allowed according to law. ‘There is no great harm 
in tht amendment. Yet I must confess that-I do 
not like suéh a- mode of ‘legislation. T- would 
pather it came in a more responsible forms and for 
that reason 1 did not like to suggest the arnend- 
ment, If my friend from ‘lowa thinks it is neces- 
sary, and will be useful; Ihave no objection, - - 
“Mr, DODGE, of lowatThere-is no: question 
that-this:is the best and most legitimate claim that 
has: been. made upon the Government. Itis for 
work done, for labor already. performed. “That 
being the case, T-hope.we shall. not fail to make 
this appropriation for the payment of these salaries, 
If any claim is made that should not be allowed, 
the Secretary of the Treasury will disallow it; but 
I haveno idea any such claim will be made. 

Mr. FOOTE. I opposed this amendmenta few 
days ago, and should do so again had it not been 

- for the satisfactory explanation of my friend from 
Towa. On hearing that explanation, I think there 
eah be no doubt the claim is, just. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to, and the amendment as amended was adopted. 
” Mr. DICKINSON. The committee have. an- 
other amendment.to offer, which is in the appro- 
priation for the erection of a custom-house at Bast- 
port, in Maine. J move to strike out the word 
‘eight,’ and insert the word “thirteen” instead 
thereof, so that the item will stand: ‘* To com- 
“plete the erection of a custom-house at Eastport, 
* Maine, and for compensation of architect, for 
“the: fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1850, 
* $13,780.”’ And also to strike out the subsequent 
item,‘ To supply the deficiency in the appropria- 
tions for. the completion of the custom-house at 
t Eastport, Maine, and to compensate the architect 
“for his services, for the fiscal year ending the 30th 
‘Tune, A. D. 1850, the sum of $5,000.” The rea- 
ton is this: In the House of Representatives the 

‘estimate for $8,780 to complete the erection of the 

sustom-house at Eastport, Maine, and for the com- 

énsation of the architect, was proposed. After 
that was adopted, and before the bill was com- 
ple d; a further amendment was made, recom- 
vmending a further appropriation of 45,000. But, 
under the stringent rules of that House, it was too 
late to offer itas an amendment to the first item of 
appropriation, and it was offered in the last item. 
There are, therefore, two items for the same pur- 

ose in the bill. I therefore propose to amend it 


by striking out and changing the amount of the ; 


remaining item to the sum of $13,780. 
The amendment was adopted. 


Mr. PEARCE. | desire to submit an amend- 
ment which the chairman of the Committee for 


the District of Columbia—the Senator from Vir- į 


ginia, now absent—desired should be made: 
“For improving Indiana avenue, from the City Hall to 


the Capitol, $7,000, or so much thereof as may be neces- | 


gary, 10 be expended under the control of the Commissioner 
of Public Buildings.” 


Three years ago an appropriation for this pur- 
pose was made without accomplishing it. The 


grading of the street was not completed, and the ; 


amendment is to appropriate such a sum ag will 

` complete. it; and. the necessity for it is as follows: 
The railroad company are about to remove their 
depét to the station house; and if this amendment 
is not ‘passed the grading of Indiana avenue can- 
not be finished, and there will be no access to it at 
all. The object of the amendment, therefore, is 
to complete that for which Congress three years 
ago made an insufficient appropriation. 

Mr. MANGUM. Willthe Senate allow me to 
state an additional fact? The locality is known 
to every gentleman present. There will be no 
access to the railroad depôt except one by no 
means convenient. The Corporation design to 
open two other streets, which will have access to 
the Post Office Department and the Patent Office, 
but they cannot accomplish it in time to have it in 
operation this year. They may do it in the fall. 
This, if. gentlemen will observe, has been com- 
pleted, or nearly so; and with this additional ap- 
propriation, it will not only extend itself to the 
bes is but it will be broaght through to the Capitol. 
«i Mr. DICKINSON, This belongs to a class 
ofppropriations which I desire should not be 
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attached to this bill. -H comes from a responsible | 
committee, who understand their-daty better than | 
I do for them. I cannot. object to the item as 
such, but I rise for the purpose of desiring my | 
friend from Maryland to strike out that part of the į 
bill which seems to me to be entirely-illusory; that ii 
is, the words, “or -so much thereof as may be i| 
necessary:? Weall know the effect which will 
| result from. retaining that... -- 
Mr. CLARKE. It was supposed that the ap- i 
propriation, made last-year would be amply suf- 
ficient to repair Indiana avenue. -Some conversa- 
tion took place: in the committee with regard to it, 
and: the committee. considered that it would. be 
best to. examine and see what was necessary, and j 
what hhad-already been done, before any such ap- 
propriation. was made... For myself, I hardly 
think this ‘appropriation is absolutely necessary. 
If the appropriation is made, I agree with the 
honorabie Senator from New York that. the por- | 
tion he has-named should be stricken out. 
. Mr. HUNTER. This came from the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia, and my col- i 
league, who was chairman of the committee, re- | 
| quested the Senator from Maryland to attend to 
it and present it. It was never before our com- 
mittee. 
i. Mr. CLARKE. If the-Senator from Virginia | 
| is satisfied as to the propriety of this appropria- | 
tion, I have no objection. i 
| Mr. BADGER. Let the. words stand as they | 
are, only strike out the word ‘ thereof,’ and insert | 
the word ‘* more,” so that it may read, ‘as much | 
more as is necessary,’ which will not only em- | 
| brace all that may now be thought proper, but all | 
that may be necessary hereafter. [Laughter.] i 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. This is out of | 
|| order. i 
Mr. KING. Ihave listened with great atten- 
|| tion to the remarks of the honorable Senator from | 
North Carolina, (Mr. Bancer,] and I think there 
is great propriety in his suggestion. I take it for | 
granted that all the money will be expended that 
may be appropriated, and as much more as they į 
can induce Congress to give them, Now, sir, we 
are told that we cannot get to the depot unless we 
| make this appropriation, and until this avenue is 
graded and put in order. I hope we shall have 
| some estimate of the probable cost of this work, 
something more specifically given, before we pro- 
| ceed to action on this appropriation. Iam willing | 
to sanction all necessary appropriations; but we | 
| certainly ought first to see that these appropria- 
| tions are both necessary and useful before we vote 
for them, The appropriations that have already 
i| been made, if we were to see the deficiencies that 
| may occur, and the amount of estimated expendi- © 
| ture, I think will exceed anything that has ever | 
taken place before; and, whether the treasury re- 
ceipts be great or small, it is exceedingly question- 
abie whether they will meet the expenditure. 
Mr. FOOTE. Do LT understand that the honor- | 
able Senator from North Carolina has examined 
this matter, and is perfectly satisfied ? j 
Mr. MANGUM. 1 have. [ have looked into | 
the matter. There is no point from which you : 
can reach Pennsylvania avenue from Indiana ave- | 
nue except by the way of the Washington house. 
I have said there are but two other streets designed | 
to connect the Post Office and Patent Office with | 
this proposed depét. They cannot be opened this | 
year by the city authorities, and unless this appro- | 
priation be made in this bill, there wiil not be time if 
enough to have the work done this season, so as | 
to have the street in such a condition that the de- | 
pôt can be reached from it. That is what T un- i 
derstand. I will only repeat what the Senator | 
‘from Maryland has said, that this question, and || 
all this matter, has to be examined by the Com- į! 
mittee on the District of Columbia. “Under the if 
direction of that committee the chairman made this 
proposition to amend. Being called away from 
the city at the present time, it was eft in the hands | 
i of his colleague to have offered by some gentle- 
man, and the Senator from Maryland has offered it, || 
Mr. BORLAND. It seems to me that the | 
reason given for this appropriation is a very | 
strong one, and involves the necessity that we f 
should follow the railroad company to their depét. |i 
| Mr. MANGUM. Will the Senator from Ar- i 
; kansas allow me to make a correction? 
| Mr. BORLAND. Certainly. 
| Mr. MANGUM. I had misconceived the fact 
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| late Clerk of the House of Representatives. 


when I stated that this amendment was suggested 


by the Committee on the District of Columbia. 
The honorable Senator from Virginia, who is now 
absent from the city, upon his own responsibility, 
being thoroughly satisfied of its importance, de- 
termined to offer this amendment. 

Mr. BORLAND. 1 am disposed to be very 
liberal In. appropriations of money in the District 
of Columbia, or in Washington city. ‘This is a 
small matter, it is true, but one that I cannot feel 
disposed to grant now. It is proposed, as it 
seems, to follow the railroad depot wherever the 
directors may choose to carry it. 1 suppose, if 
they choose to establish their depôt half-way to 
Baltimore, gentlemen would say there was some 
propriety in making a road for the passengers to 
reach the cars, { have no idea that the railroad 
company will put their depét where passengers 
cannot easily reach it. It is athing not likely to 
be done. Railroad corporations are as much alive 
to their own interests as others, and I do not think 
this is a proper thing for Congress to do—to make 
a highway or road to get to a depot. : 

Mr. HALE. Itis hardly possible to get through 
with this bill to-night; and I move that. we now 
adjourn, 

he motion was agreed to, and 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tvuespay, April 16, 1850. 
The SPEAKER called the House to order at 
twelve o’clock. 
One of the assistants of the late Clerk of the 
House, Mr. J.C. Walker, proceeded to read the 
Journal of yesterday. ‘ 
Mr. HALL interposed, and said that he had 
risen to inquire by what authority any person pre- 
pared the Journal here; and under what authority 
the individual now at the desk was reading the 
Journal? The House had hada Doorkeeper, and 
a Postmaster foisted upon it, and he, for one, was. 
not willing thata Clerk should be put upon the 
House in the same way. He objected to the 


| Journal being read until the House had authorized 


some individual to read it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state to the 
House that the Journal has been prepared, as 
usual, under the direction of the Speaker. The 
individual at the desk, who was reading the Jour- 
nal, was one of the subordinate officers of the 
The 
position occupied by these officers previous to the 
death of the Clerk are still, in the judgment of the 
Chair, occupied by them. They are not author- 
ized, however, to discharge the duties of Clerk. 
In the opinion of the Chair, until a Clerk shalt 
have been elected, the House is not organized, 
and no business can be transacted until an election 
shall have taken place. But this state of things 
does not prevent the preparation or the reading of 
the Journal. The Journal has been regularly read 
even before the election of Speaker in the original 
organization of the House, and the Chair is not 
able to perceive any objection against the reading. 

Mr. HALL said he wished to remark that he 
considered the present state of things very differ- 
ent from that which existed when the House was 
organized. Under the rule of the House, the 
Clerk of each Congress held over until his suc- 
cessor was elected. If the gentlernan, who read 
the Journal, did so merely at the discretion of the 


; Honse, and not as Clerk, he (Mr. HH.) had no 
| objection to it, But he understood that that gen- 


tleman was acting as Clerk. 
he SPEAKER. The Chair has stated that 
no pérson is authorized to discharge the duties of 
Clerk. 
The Journal was then read and approved, 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE. 
Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, rose and moved that 


| the House do now proceed to the election of a 


Clerk. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, moved to amend 
the motion by adding after the word “ Clerk,” 
the words, ‘and Doorkeeper.”? 

The SPEAKER. In the opinion of the Chair 
the amendment is not in order. 

Mr. BROWN. Then ! offer this resolution. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, ‘Tiat the order heretofore passed by the House, 


| postponing the election of Doorkerper, bo and the same is 


hereby rescinded; and that the House of Representatives 
proceed at once to the election of Clerk aiid Boorkeeper 
for the 31st Congress. 
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The resolution having been read— 

The SPEAKER said: In the opinion of the 
Chair, no resolution, no business is in order until 
a Clerk shall have been elected, and the House 
can take action upon no subject whatever until 
the election of a Clerk—that being necessary to 
the organization of the House. 

Mr. BROWN. [suppose some motion is ne- 
cessarily in order? 

The SPEAKER. No motion is in order, ex- 
cept the motion made by the gentleman from Iili- | 


nois, (Mr. Harris,] that the House proceed to |: 


the election of a Clerk. 

Mr. KAUFMAN rose to inquire whether the | 
motion of the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Har- 
nis] was debatable; because, if it was so, he had 
Aas for the purpose of moving the previous ques- 
ton 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not think 
that the motion to go into the election of Clerk is 
debatable. 
within very narrow limits. But the Chair thinks 
that the question is not debatable at all. 


Mr. KAUFMAN. Then it is unnecessary for 
me to move the previous question, 
Mr, BROWN. That I may have the sense of |; 


the House upon that question, I appeal from the 
decision of the Chair, And I should like to sub- 
mit a remark. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair has ruled that 


the resolution of the gentleman from Mississippi | 


[Mr. Brown] is out of order, upon the ground 
that the House is not organized until a Clerk shall 
have been elected, and that no business is in order 
until the House shall have been organized by the 
election of Clerk. From this decision the gentle- 
man from Mississippi appeals. 
“ Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the 

judgment of the House ?” 

And the question thereon was taken and decided 
in the affirmative without a division. 

So the judgment of the Chair was affirmed. 


The question then recurred and was taken on the | 
motion of the gentleman from Illinois, (Mr. Har- |: 
nis,] that the House do now proceed to the elec- | 
tion of a Clerk; and it was decided in the affimative | 


without a division. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

And thereupon the Louse proceeded to the 
election, viva voce, of a Clerk. 

The SPEAKER stated that nominations were 
in order; thereupon the following nominations 
were made, viz: 

Mr. J. A. KING nominated Puianner B. 
Prinpre, of New York. 

Mr. RICHARDSON nominated Ricuarp M. 
Youna, of inais. 

Mr. WALDEN nominated Hiram WALBRIDGE, 
of New York. 


Mr. ROBINSON nominated Anam J. Gross- i 


BRENNER, of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. 
of Tennessee. 


Mr. STANLY nominated MATTHEW Sr. CLAIR li 


Crarxe, of the District of Columbia. 


Mr. LITTLEFIELD nominated ALBERT SMITH, i 


of Maine. 
Mr. POTTER nominated J. Henry FORSYTH, 


of Ohio. 
Mr. CASEY nominated James W. Moreneap, 


of Pennsylvania. ; 
Nir. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, nominated J. 


Hesry Cray Mupp, of Maryland. 


Mr. FOWLER nominated Mr. Soromon Foore, | 


of Vermont, but subsequently withdrew it. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, nominated Mr. 
Danrex Bucx, of Vermont, but subsequently with- 
drew it. 

Mr. GILMER stated, that Col. J. W. Forney, 
of Pennsylvania, was not a candidate for the office 
of Clerk. 

The SPEAKER appointed Messrs. Joun A. 
Kine, of New York, Wuirrvessy, Haymonp, 
„HarL, and Lirrierrezp, as tellers. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY stated that he had paired 
of with Mr. Annerson, of Tennessee. 

Mr. BOWLIN remarked, that one of his col- 
leagues—name not heard—had paired off. 

The roll having been called, the tellers reported 
that the whole number of votes given in was 187; 
necessary to a choice 94; of which 

Mr. P. B. Prindle received.. ...eeseee- 48 

Mr. Richard M. Young. ......0.ccseeee 22 

Mr. J. C. Walker. esossserssoeseeeee IT 


If itis so, the debate must be confined : 


And the question |: 


HAYMOND nominated J. C. Warxer, ; 


The following is the vote in detail, viz: 

For P. B. Prindle—Messrs. Alexander, Andrews, Baker, 
Bennett, Boker, Briggs, Brooks, Campbell, Chandle tr, 
lar ke, Cole, Conger, Crowell, Dixon, Duer, Fowler, Good 
enow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Hallaway, Hebard, Henry. 
George Q. King, John A. King. Mattason, MeWissock 
Moore, Neilsen, Otis, Pheonix, Patnam, Reynolds, Thur. 
man, Rockwell, Root, Rumsey, Sackett, 
Schooteraft, Sylvester, Spaulding, Underhiil, Vinton, White, 
Winthrop, Allen, and Giddi 
| For R. M. Young—Moc 
| Bowlin, A. G. Brown, Cleveland, W. R. 
i] BL. Harris, Ho: agland, Inge, La Sère, 
| 
í 
T 
i 
| 
! 


| Mr. H. Walbridge....c.eesceeeeeeee 17 
i Mr. J. W. Forney .. 6... eee c cece eee A7 
i Mr. Albert Smith.... Mebane Sass tO: 
ii Mr. A. J. Glossbrenner.. cc... ee eee ee ee 12 
i Mr, M. St. Clair Clarke...........0:26. 12 
Ho Me. J. A. Forsythe. ceeecseeecee eens 10 
Ho Mr. J. W. Morehead... cee. cece eee eens 10 
| Mr. J. H.C. Mudd... PEE ERE ASS S 6 
ji Mr. Edmund Burke....... PIEPT 1 
| 187 
| 


. Albertson. Bissell, 
W. Cobb, 


Rooth, 
“Hall, T: 


| MeClernand, McDowell, Morse, 
|i Young, p G. Harris, and Haralson. 
Forf. C. Walker- om E. C. Cabell. Corwin, 
i flay, Bay mond, James E E. McLean, Meacham, 
Morton, Newell, Shepperd, Si vagie, Van Dyke, Wi atkins, 
i Wiliams, J P. Caldwell, and Gentry. 
| For Hiram Walbridge-—Messrs. Averett, 
Doty, Dunham, Ewing, ¢ 


Richardson, Woodward, 


Ww. 


tmore, Gorman, Julian, 


: son, Robbins, Savage, Walden, and W ildrick. 

For J, W: Forney— Messrs - Bocock, Edmundson, Ham- 
| mond, SW. Harris, J. W. Jackson, 
i man, 'MeMuilen, Meade, Parker, Powell, Seddon, 

i Stanton, R. H. Stanton, Thomas, Wellborn, and Wi lon 
For Albert Smith—Megars. 
i! Gerry, Hamilton, Howard, Littlefield, Robert M. MeLane, 
i, Peaslee, Peck, Sawtelle, Stetson, Venable, 
j; Featherston. 

ii! For Adam J. Gtosshrenner—Messrs. Burt, Coleactk, Dim- 
mick, McDonald, McQueen. James Thompson, Robinson, 
Ross, Strong, Wallace, Wilmot, and Bowden. 


R. W. Johnson, Kauf 
P. 


i 
i 
|, Conrad, Deherry, Dickey, Holmes, 
|] favior, Toombs. and Wilson. 
Ho ForJ. Henry Forsyth—Mess-s. Bingham, Joseph Cable, 
|| Cartter, Disney, Harlan, Miller, Olds, Potter, Sweetser, 
i} and Wond. 
il For James W. Morebead—Messrs. Calvin, Casey, Freed- : 
ley, Hampton, Howe, Nes, Ogle, Pitman, T. Stevens, #1) 
and Tuck. 
Ford. H. Clay Mudd—Messrs. C Banter, Clingman, A, 
Evans, MeGaughey, Morehead, and J. B. Thompson. 
For Edmund Burke—Mr. Jones, 
So there was no choice. 
SECOND VOTE. 

! The roll was then called the 
i the tellers reported that the whole numbe 
; votes given in was 185; necessary to a choice 93; | 
| of which 
Mr. Prindle received. ...20..ceeceeevee 47 
ae C AT A A AE eters Senile OO 


. Walker, ssecosicscss PPE II 

` Mr. Walbridge.s.sossssesescsesecaase 22419 
ME Smith «140.0 rates remises naat 15 
Mr. FOrneY.sesseesocsssscoseceseeases 13 
Mr. Glossbrenner. cc. cece ener seer cece 12 
Mre Clarke oeoa sc cece eens Wi steteced areas ll 
Mr. Morehead ....0...csececenvceseeee 10 
Mri Maddi oran seai drawri nesmeta ea A 
185 


The following is the vote in detail, viz: 

i For Mr. Prindte—M 3. Alexander, Allen, Andrews 
| Baker, Bennett, Boker, Briggs, Brooks, Campbell, Casey, 
H Chand! er, Clark, Cole, È Jonger, Dickey, Duer, Fowler, Gid 
; dings, Gaodenow, Gott, Gould, Grir ell, Halloway, Hebard, 


: T. Stevens, Thurman, Underhill, Vinton, and White, 


i don, Bowlin, A. G. Brown, Cleveland, Howell Cobb, Dim 
i mick, Edmundson, Ewing, Fiteh, Hall, Haralson, I. G. Har 
ris, T.L. Harris, Hoagland, J. W. Jackson, Jon 
Lefer, Job Mann, McClernand, MeDowell, Mor 
son, Ras 
Venable, 


Hborn, Wood, Woodward, and Young. 

For Mr. Watker—MM s. Alston, E. È. Cabell, J. P. Cald- 
well, Corwiu, Dixon, Gentry, Hay, Haymond, 
J. & King, F. E. McLean, Meacham, Morion, 
Sprague, Van Dyke, Watkins, Williams, and Shepperd. 

For Mr. Walbridge—Me: S813. Averett, WY. J. Brown, Dis 
ney, Doty, Dunham, Gilmore, Gorman, P. King, Meade, 
Oids, Phelps, Potter, Robbins, S 
Wildrick Joseph Cable,and McWilhie. 


i 
4 
| 
| 
i 
i 
| 


erston, Fuller, Gerry, 
field, R. M. MeLane, 
i and Ashe. 


Millson, Parker, Powell, Thomas, and Buel. 
For Mr. Glosshreuner— Messrs. Burt, Coleock,y Harlan, 


T ton, Strong, James Thompson, Wallace, and Wilmot: 
|. For Mr. Clarke —Messrs. Ashmun, Bowie,’ Breck, Con- 


Schermerhorn, +i 


Lefiler, Job Mann, H 


i J. Brown, | 
| Preston 
| King, MeWillie, Pheips. Jacob Thompson, Wiiliam Thomp- A 
t 

| 

i 


Ashe, Howell Cobb, Futter, | 


Hubbard, and į 


For M. St. Clair Clarke—Mesers. Ashmun, Bowie, Breck, | 
Stanly, A. H. Stephens, ‘ 


second time; when | 
r of | berry, Grinnell, Holmes, Stanly, A. H. Stephens, Taylor, 


Henry, J. A. King, Matte son, MeKissock, Moore, Nelson, H 
Otis, Phenix, Pumam, Reynolds, Rockwell, Root, Rumsey, | 
Sackett, Schermerhorn, Schoole ‘raft, Syivester, Spaulding, | 


For Mr. Young—Messrs. Albertson, Bissell, Booth, Bow- | 


Seddon, Jacob Thompson, W illiam Thompson, Í i 


G. G. Kan 
Newell, 


Savage, Sweetser, Walden, | 
For Mr. Smith—Messrs, Bingham, W. R. W. Cobb, Feath- 
Hamilton, Howard, Hubbard, Little- i 
Pea:lee, Peck, Sawtelle, Stetson, | 
For Mr. Forney—Messrs. Bocock, Hammond, S. W. Har- | 
is, Inge, R. W. Johnson, Kaufman, McMullen, Miller, .: H 


McDonald, MeQueen, Robinson, F. P. Stanton: R: Bs Stan- 


rad, Deberry, Freedley, Holmes, Stanly, A.F H: "Stephens, 
Taylor, and Wilson, 
} For Mr. Morehead-—Messre. Crowell, Hampton, Howe, 
McGaushey, Morehead, Nes, Ogle, Pitman; J. B. : Thomp- 
sos and Tu k * 
For Mr. Mudd—Messrs. U. Butler, Manat A vans, 
i and Winthrop. 


| No choice, 


THIRD VOTE. 
| The roll was then called the thitd times when 
| the tellers reported that 188 votes had been given 
| in; necessary to a choice 95; of which 
Mr. Young received... ccesceesecceeeces$d 
Mr. Prindle. .sseseecc ssc caceccceen cee ed 
Mre Walker... cc cscccsswcceeeesse ee ofa 


Mr. Walbridge.. E ears tea See e eS. 
Mr. Smiths ses. ER 
O E 
i) Mr, Clarke............. wee lO 
ho Mr. Glossbrenner... cc. ee ence cece ees 9 


Mr. Morehead assurer ena ectencinekeccn 8 
Mr: Mudds nied ie. used eeu enose nT 2 


188 
The following is the vote in detail, viz: ` 
For Mr. Young—Messrs. Albertson, Bissell, Booth, Bow: 
! don, Bowlin, Albert G. Brown, William Te Brown, Cariter,: 
Cleveland, Howell Cobb, Dimmick, Dunham, Edmunt 
Ewing, Fiteh, Hall, Haratson, Harlan, © G. arris," 
Harris, Hoagland, J W. Jackson, Jones, La Sère, Le: 
i} Job Mann, MeClernand, McDowell, R. M. McLane, Meade, 
: Millson, Morse, Ross, ‘Seddon, Jacob Thompsos, Jarnes. 
| Thompson, William Thoinpson. Venable, Weliborn,. Wil- 
drick, Wood, Woodward, and Young. 
| For Mr. Prindie—Me ssrs, Alexander, Allen, Andrews, Bax 
i} ker, Bennett, Bokee, Briggs, Brooks, Cainpbell, Clark, Gate, 
Conger, Duer, Fowler ddings, Goodenow, Got, Gould, 
Halloway, Hebad, Henry, J. A. King, Mattes son, McGaughey, 
Me Kissock, Nelson, Otis, Phootix, Putnam, Reynolds, Roek- 
well, Root, Runisey, Sackett, Sehe rmerhorn, Sehooleraft, 
Sitvester, Spaulding, "Thurman, Tuck, Underhill, Vinton, 
| White. and Wilson. 
i or Mr. w aiker— Messrs, Alston, Breck, C. Butler, E. ©. 
Cabell, J. P. Caldwell, Calvin, Chandler, Clingman, Corwin, 
| Diek key, Dison, Préediey, Gentry, H ‘npton, Hay, Elay- 
| mond, George G. King, James G. King, BOR. McLean, 
ij Moore, Morehead, Morton, Newell, Shepperd, Sprague, 
Van Dyke, W atkins, Williams, and Meacham. 
| For. Mr. Walbridze—Mess s. Ashe, Averett, Disney, 
| Doty, Gilmore, Gorman, Julian, P. King. McWiltie, Olds, 
| Phelps, Potter, Robbins, Savage, R. H. Stanton, Sweetser, 
| Walden, and Joseph Cable. 
i For Mr. Sinith—Messrs. Bingham, Buel, Fuller, Gerry, 
i Hubbard, Littlefield, Peasiey, Sawtelle, Stetson, Peck, 
{i He amikon, and W. R. W. Cobb. 
For Mr. Forney—Messrs. Bocock, Hammond, S. W. 

| Harris, Howard, Inge, R. W. Johnson, Kaufman ,McMulėn, 
Mille r Parker, Poweli, and Thomas. 

For Mr. Clarke—Messrs, Ashmun, Bowie, Conrad, De- 


i and Winthrop. 

For Mr. Glossbrenner—Messrs, Burt, Colenck, McQueen 
F. P. Stanton, Strong, Wallace, Wilmot, Robinson,’ and 
| MeDonaid. 

For Mr. Morehead —Messrs, Casey, Howe, Nes, Ont, 
Pitman, T, Stevens, J. B: Thompson, and Crowell. 

For Mr. Mudd—Messrs. Toombs and A. . Evans. $ 

No choice, 

THE FOURTH VOTE. 

The roll was then called the fourth time; when 
; the tellers reported that the whole number of votes 
i given in was 182; necessary to a choice 92; of 
| which 


ii 
| 


Mr. Young received. ...ssescecseeeaee esd 
Prindievss extuv ae ieee 
Mr, Wale hee san sedi eke aa retre eee 
Mr. Walbridge........ secs reenee cane n end 
Mr. Forney... . eee ee ec ee et ee scene eee gee 9. 
Mr. Smith esrissrisisisirirnreci csee D 
Mr. Clarke.......... E E E O 
Mr. Glossbrenner...... 5., 
Mr. Morehead.........00- 3 


The following is the vote in detail, viz: 


For Mr. Young—Messrs. Albertson; Asbe; Averett, Bis- 
sell, Booth, Bowdon, Bowlin, Albert G. Brown, Wiliam J. 
Brown, Cariter, Cleveland, Howell Cobb, W. É. W. Cobb, 
‘ Dimnick, Dunham, Edmundson, Ewing; ‘FBiteb, Gilmore, 
| Halt, Hamilton, Haralson, Harlan, fsham-G. Harris, Thomas 

iL. Harris, Hoagland, Joseph W. Jackson, Andrew. Johnson, 
ji Jones, Las Sére, Leffler, fob Maim; MeClernand, McDowell, 
1 Robe rt M. McLane, Meade, Miller, Mitson, Morse, Parker, 
i Peaslee, Richardson, Ross, Savage, Seddon, Thomas, Jacob 
i Thompson, James Thompson, Willlany Thompson, Venable, 
Wellborn, Wildrick, Wood, and Young. 
i) For Mi Prindie— Messrs. Alexander, Alen, Andrews, 
H Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Briggs, Brooks, Campbell, Clarke, 
; Cole, Conger, Crowell, Duer, Fowler, Foodenow, Gott, 
;: Gould, Hatloway, Hebard, Henry, James G. King, Me- 
| Gaughey, McKissock, Nelson, Nes, Otis, Phenix, Pit- 
H man, Putnam, Reynolds. ‘Rockwell, Rumsey, Sackett, Seher- 
! merhorn, Schocicraft, Silvester, Spaniding, Thaddeus Ste- 
| vens, Thurman, Underbill, Vinton, White, and Winthrop. 
t For Mr. Waiker—Messrs. Alston, Breek, C. Butler, E. C. 
| Cabe, J. P. Caldwell, Calvin, Chandler, Corwin, Deberry, 
lÍ D ekey, Dixon, Freedtey, Gentry, Hampton, flaymond, 
1G. G. King, J: G. King, F. E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, 


H 


fi 
! 
j 
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Shepperd, Sprague, Toombs, Van Dyke. 


£ ead, Morton: 
Moreheai, $ Clingman, Casey, and 


“Watkins, Williams, Newell, Hay, 
A; Evans.. : : k s 
‘For Mr. Walbridge—Messrs. Bingham, J. Cable, Disney, 
Doty, Gorman, P. King, McWillie, Olds, ‘Phelps, Potier, 
Robbins, Sweetser, Walden, Wilmot, and McMullen. 

For Mr. Forney—Messrs. Bocock, Hammond, Kaufman, 
S; W. Harris, Howard, Inge, R. W. Johnson, Powell, and 
R. H. Stanton. ‘ : : 

For Mr.. Smith—Messrs. Buel, Fuller, Gerry, Hubbard, 
Littlefield; McQueen, Sawtelle, Stetson, and Peck. 
“For Mr. Clarke—Messrs.. Ashmun, Bowie, Grinnell 


Holmes, Stanly, A. H: Stephens, Taylor, and Wilson. 
For Mr. Glossbrenner—Messrs. Robinson, F. P. Stanton, 
Suong, Wallace, and McDonald. : 
„For Mr, Moreliead—Messrs. Howe, Ogle, and. J. B. 
Thompson. 


_ No choice. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved. that the 
House adjourn. ` i 
Mr. JONES. demanded the yeas and nays on 
that motion, which were ordered; then 
‘Mr. STANTON withdrew the motion. 
: Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, renewed the 
motion that the House adjourn. 
The yeas and nays were demanded and ordered. 
-Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, asked to be 
excused from voting on the motion to adjourn. 
-The SPEAKER stated that the gentleman from 
Arkansas could not ask to be excused from voting 
ona motion to adjourn. 
«The question was then taken, and the House 
refused to adjourn—yeas 72, nays 96. 
ae FIFTH VOTE. 
‘The roll was then called the fifth time; when the 
tellers reported that the whole number of votes 
given in was 179; necessary to a choice 90; of 
which 
< Mr. Young received.....eseceeesseeees 63. 
Mr. Walker... .ccccccseeccereesecsees SL 
Mr. Prindle 5... ..ccceceeetsceeeteeceee 32 
Mr. Walbridge .....ceeeeeeeeweceee IL 


? 


Mr SMithivics esarete O 
Mr. Forney .sccscscecsesssecsscsceene 6 
Mr, Clarkess.cccecceeecececceccesceee D 
Mr. Glossbrenner .......eseceneceereee 3 

179 


The following is the vote in detail, viz: 
For Mr. Young--Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bis- 
‘well, Booth, Bowden, Bowlin, Albert G. Brown, William J. 
«Brown, Joseph Cable, Cartter, Cleveland, Williamson R. 
W. Cobb Howell Cobb, Dimmick, Dunham, Edmundson, 
Ewing, Fitch, Gilmore, Hall, Hamilton, Haralson, Harlan, 
Isham G. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hoagland, Howard, 
‘Inge, Joseph W. Jackson, Jones, La Sére, Leffler, McCler- 
nand, McDonald, McDowell, Rohert M. McLane, Meade, 


'| hereafter admitted into the Union, unless the constitution 


National Government may be removed .to some more suita- 
ble location. a i A 

Also, the petition of E. H. Dunham and 317 others, elect- 
ors of the same town and State, praying that whenever a 
person shall. be arrested as a fugitive slave, in any State 
other than that in which he is alleged to be held to service, 
he shall not be delivered to the claimant except on the find- 
iag of a jury. ~ : ted 

Also, the petition of E. H. Dunham and 329 others, elect- 
ors of the same.town and State, praying that no State be 


of such State shall expressly 
very within its limits. . é 
‘By Mr. FETCH: The account and accompanying papers 

of Doctor F. C. Miller, of Indiana, for services as assistant 

surgeon of United States army. p 

Also, the petition of V. R. T. Large and others, citizens 
of Wabash county, Indiana, asking compensation to Mr. 
Large for preémption land, sold without the previous notice 
required by law. : 

Also, the petition of John Steele and others, of La Porte 
county, Indiana, asking a reduction of postage. 

Also, the petitions of snndry citizens of the same county, 
asking the prohibition of slavery and. the slave trade in all 
territories belonging to the United States; and that fugitive 
slaves have the right of trial by jury; and thatslavery and 


prohibit the existence of sla- 


the seat of Government be removed ; and that no new State 
be admitted into the Union unless slavery be excluded from 
such State. y 

Also, petitions of sundry citizens of South Bend, Indiana, 
asking that fugitive slaves have the right of trial by jury, 
aud that slavery be prohibited in the territories. 

By Mr. NELSON: The petition of Jedediah Gray, pray 
ing to be allowed a pension from July, 1830. s l 

By Mr. CLEVELAND: The petition of 90 clergymen of 
the Providence Conference of the Methodist Church, for a 
reduction of postage. g 

By Mr. PHOENIX: The petition of Ide, Coit & Co., to 
be refunded duties paid on merchandise, damaged in transit 
from one warehouse to another warehouse for exportation. 


IN SENATE. 
Touspar, April 16, 1850. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a communication from the Department of State, 
made in compliance with a resolution of the 6th 
ultimo, calling for all the information to be found 
on the records of that department concerning 
slaves deported from the United States by officers 
of the British Government, in violation of the 
seventh article of the definitive treaty of peace of 
the 30th September, 1783, &c., stating that ‘ no 
‘information, in addition to that heretofore com- 
‘municated to Congress, exists on the files of the 
‘department throwing light upon the subject. 
‘ The question appears to have been considered as 
‘merged* in the treaty of amity, commerce, and 
‘navigation, which was concluded between the 
* two countries in 1794, and, so far as can be as- 
t certained, has not since been disturbed.” The 


Miller, Millson, Olds, Parker, Peasiee, Peck, Phelps, Rich- 
ardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Seddon, Strong, 
Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, 
Wiliam Thompson, Venable, Wellborn, Wildrick, Wood, 
Woodward, and Young. 

Por Mr. Walker— Messrs. Alston, Andrews, Bowie, Briggs, 
Chester Butler, E. Carrington Cabell, Joseph P. Caldwell, 
Caivin, Casey, Chandler, Clingman, Corwin, Deberry, Dick- 
ey, Dixon, Duer, Alexander Evans, Freediey, Gentry, Gott, 
Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Henry, Howe, George G. King, 
James G. King, MeGaughey, Finis E. McLean, Meacham, 
Moore, Morehead, Morton, Nes, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Phæ- 
nix, Pitman, Rockwell, Shepperd, Spaulding, Sprague, Alex- 
ander H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, ‘Toombs, Tuck, Un. 
derhil), Van Dyke, Watkins, and Williams. 

For Mr..Prindle—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Bennett, Bo- 
kee, Brooks, Clark, Cole, Conger, Crowell, Fowler, Gid- 
dings, Goodenow, Gould, Halloway, Hebard, Jobn A. King, 
Matteson, McKissock, Nelson, Putnam, Reynolds, Root, 
Rurosey, Sackett, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Silvester, 
Taylor, Thurman, Vinton, White, and Winthrop. 

„© For Mr. Walbridge—Messra. Bingham, Buel, Doty, Gor- 
< man, P: King, McMullen, Mc Willie, Potter, Walden, Wil- 
= tant; and Julian. 

For Mr. Smith—Mesers, Fuller, Gerry, S. W. Harris, 
Hubbard, Littlefield, Sawtelle, F. P. Stanton, and Stetson. 

For Mt. Forney—Messrs. Hammond, R. W. Johnson, 
Powell, R. H. Stanton, Kaufman, and Rocoek. 

For Mr. Clarke-—-Mesers. Holmes, Stanly, J. B. Thompson, 
Wilson, and Grinnell. 

For Mr. Glossbrenner—Messrs. Coleock, McQueen, and 
Wallace. 


No choice. 


On motion the House then adjourned till to- 
morrow at twelve o’clock. 


PETITIONS, &e. > 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rale, and referred to the appro- 
priate committees: 

By Mr. BOOTH: ‘The petition of E. H. Dunham and 312 
electors, residiùg in Middletown, in the State of Connecti. 
cut, praying that slavery and the slave trade may be pro 
itibiled in all the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of B. H. Dunham and 290 others, elect- | 
cos" of the same town and State, praying for the repeal of 
all laws enacted by Congress by which slavery or the slave 
pete is authorized ov-sanctioned in the District of Colum- 

jaani that in-the event of their non-repeal, the seat of the 


communication was laid on the table and ordered to 
be printed. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. CORWIN presented a memorial of James 
Ralichison de Saint Vital and Anthony Villard, an 
architect, both French citizens, residents of Mex- 
ico for several years past, setting forth that on the 
night of the 20th of December, 1847, some Ameri- 
can troops, coming from Vera Cruz to the city of 
Mexico, did, for the purpose of cooking their 
victuals and warming themselves, set on fire the 
old inn, (Venta Antique.) That, remote from 
their country and exposed to share the unflattering 
fate to which is doomed this unfortunate country, 
worthy of a better one, they are now verging on 
impending and utter ruin. Ag neutrals in politics | 
between the two countries, the subscribers claim, 
in the name of their children, of your Excellency 
(the petition was originally addressed to the Presi- 
dent of the United States) the just indemnification 
to which they areentitled, looking upon themselves 
as equally supported by justice and the laws of 
nations. The petition was referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented the memorial of 
Winifred N. Kouns and W, Neville Read, heirs 
of John Neville, an officer in the revolutionary 
army, asking to be allowed commutation pay; | 
which was referred tò the Committee on Revolu- ' 
tionary Claims. 

Mr. STURGEON presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Philadelphia county, Pennsylvania, asking 
that the act of Congress of 26th of February, ex- 
tending the patent of Wm. Woodworth, for a 
planing machine, may be repealed; which was 
referred to the Committee on Patents and the 
Patent Office. 


i 
| 
i 
i 
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i 
| 
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| 
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* See Jetter from Mr. Jay to Secretary Randolph, under 


| 
| 
| 
date 6th February,-1795, published in Gales & Seaton? | 


the slave trade be abolished in the District of Columbia, or | 


i 
H 


| 
| 
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Also, a memorial from merchants and other 
citizens of Philadelphia, asking the construction of 
a harbor at Reedy island, in the Delaware river; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, 

Also, a petition from Robert Bartlett and others, 
asking a reduction of the rates of postage; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. NORRIS, from the Committee of Claims, 
to which was referred the bill from the House for 
the relief of Sarah Jane West, reported back the 
same without amendment, and recommended its 
passage. f 


WILMINGTON AND RALEIGH RAILROAD. 


Mr. RUSK. The Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads, to which was referred the House 
bill entitled “ An act forthe relief of the Wilming- 
ton and Raleigh Railroad Company,” have in- 
structed me to report back the bill without amend- 
ment, and recommend its passage; and I move that 
it be now taken up for consideration. 

There being no objection, the bill was taken up 
and read a second time, and considered as in Com- 
mitteee of the Whole. 

Mr. HALE. I wish the chairman would give 
some reason why this company is to be exempted 
from the operation of the general laws of the land ? 

Mr. RUSK. JI think the Senator will see that 
this is not an exemption from the general laws of 
the Jand. The effect of the bill is precisely this: 
This company have imported a quantity of iron, 
and expect in a short time to import enough to 
complete the track of the road. They have a con- 
tract with the Post Office Department for carrying 
the mail, as I understand, to the amount of $75,000, 
though I am not certain as to the precise amount. 
It isa route of great importance, because itis a 
link in the connection of the great northern and 
southern mail-route. The bill proposes to extend 
the time for the payment of the duties upon the 
iron imported, upon their giving bond and security 
to the satisfaction of the Treasury Department for 
the payment of the money, and also authorizes the 
transfer from the Post Office to the Treasury De- 
partment of the amount which is to be paid. It is 
simply extending for a short length of time the 
payment, and saving the trouble of paying duties 
in the port of Wilmington, and then receiving it 
again from the Post Office Department for mail 
service. It will be beneficial every way, and nota 
cent will go out of the Treasury at all; and it will 
enable the company soon to complete the road, 
which is a matter of considerable importance; 
because the line of connection between Wilming- 
ton and Charleston is now by water, and there are 
frequent complaints of failures of the mails on this 
great northern and southern route. The largest 
number of the failures of the mail is caused by this 
want of connection, which is attributed to fogs and 
head winds, but which will be made up on the 
i completion of this road, and thus the mail will be 
carried through so as to avoid these failures. 

The bill was then reported back to the Senate, 
and ordered to be read a third time; and was sub- 
sequently read a third time and passed. 


PORT OF ENTRY AT MILWAUKEE. 


Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin. The Committee 
on Commerce, to which was referred the bill to 
establish a port of entry at Milwaukee, in the 
State of Wisconsin, and for other purposes, have 
instructed me to report the same back. I wish to 


| state that this is the original bill introduced into 


the Senate by my colleague, and referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. The committee placed 
itin my hands under their direction, and 1 ad- 
dressed the Secretary of the Treasury on the sub- 
| ject, enclosing in my letter the bill which I now 
į report; he returned it with another bill. That bill 
wthe committee adopted, and I some time since re- 
ported it to the Senate. The bill jutroduced by 
my colleague is the same in substance. It was, 
however, overlooked at the time, andif any blame 
is to be attached to any one, it should be to my- 
self, and not to the Secretary of the Treasury. 
As before stated, he furnished the bill, and the 
committee adopted it as a substitute for the bill of 
my colleague. 

1I now ask that the bill introduced by my col- 
league may be printed and lie on the table. 

Mr: KING. 1 will suggest to the Senator from 


American State Papers, Foreign Relations, vol. 1, page 518. |) Wisconsin to extend his proposition, so that the 
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bili reported by him may be taken as an amend- 
ment to tbe original bill. 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin. I accept of the 
suggestion of the Senator from Alabama. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
considered as so amended. 

The bill was then laid upen the table and or- 
dered to be printed. 

BILLS ON LEAVE. 

Mr. BRIGHT, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a biil to aid the 
State of indiana in the improvement of the slack- 
water navigation of the Iroquois and Kankakee 
rivers; which was read a first and second time by 


its title, and referred to the Committee on Public | 


Lands. 


Mr. FELCH, in pursuance of notice, asked and | 


obtained leave to introduce a bill to amend the act 
of 4th September, 1841, granting preémption rights 
to settlers on the public lands; which was read a 
first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. CLEMENS gave notice that he would to- |) 


morrow ask leave to introduce a bill to authorize 
the Corporation of the city of Tuscaloosa to con- 


vey a part of the margin of the Black Warrior į 


river to a plank road company. 

Mr. FELCH gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill to create the office of sur- 
veyor general of the public lands in Oregon, to 
provide for the survey of those lands, and to make 
donations to settlers thereon. 

PRINTING OF STATISTICS. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN submitted the following reso- 
lution, which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent and agreed to: 


Resalved, That the Committee on the Library inquire into 
the propriety of causing to be printed, in suitable form, the 
statistical information collected under the supervision of the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, in pursuance of special acts and 
appropriations for that purpose, and report. 


DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. DICKINSON, the Senate 
resumed, as in Committee of the Whole, the con- 


sideration of the bill to supply deficiencies in the | 


appropriations for the fiscal year ending on the 
30th of June, 1850, the question pending being 


upon the amendment offered by Mr. PEARCE, as |) 


follows: 


“ For completing the improvement of Indiana avenue, in 
the city of Washington, from tke City Hall to the Capitol 


hill, $7,000, to be expended under the control of the Com- | 


missioner of Public Buildings.” 


Mr. RUSK. I see by the reports in the news- 
papers this morning, that, in the answer I gave to 
the honorable Senator from Maine yesterday, I am 
liable to misconstruction where it is stated that the 
amendment offered by me was to supply clerks in 
the Sixth Auditor’s office. 
and it originated in this way. There are two clerks 
belonging to the fiscal department of the Post 
Office. That department takes charge of the pay- 
ment of all money. The Sixth Auditor’s office is 
independent of the Post Office, and under the direc- 
tion of the Secretary of the Treasury. They have 
a larger number of clerks now than there are per- 
haps even in the Post Office itself; so that the 
amendment I offered has no reference to the Sixth 
Auditor’s office. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I had understood that the 
pending amendment was offered yesterday under 
the authority of some committee, but I now un- 
derstand that these $7,000 are to be appropriated 
without the recommendation of any committee. 
I hope, therefore, it will not be adopted. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, I regret that 
it has not been sanctioned by a committee, but I 
think every Senator who examines the subject, 
will come to the conclusion that it ought to be 
adopted. I hope it will be adopted, for it is the 
best appropriation that has been fnade for this 
District. 

Mr. WALKER. Mr. President, here is a prop- 
osition to appropriate $7,000 to construet means 
of access to a railroad depdt. The company who 
own this road owna very valuable property, as I un- 
derstand it--one which makes a dividend of about 
twenty-five per cent., one-fifth of which goes to 
the State of Maryland. This company first place 
their depdt on the avenue, at the instigation of the 
city of Washington. After it is placed there, it 
is proposed to move it back again to the point 
where it originally was. The United States went 


That was an error, | 


i 


|| estimation, were necessary to give avenues of ap- 


{| depét from Pennsylvania avenue, and place it at a 


to the expense in the first instance of providing 
facilities for their dep6t upon the avenue; and now, 
when they propose to move their depét back to its 
original site, another appropriation is required. 
Now, Í cannot see why any other railroad com- 
pany may not just as well come and ask an ap- 
propriation to provide facilities of approach to 
their depét. But this is put upon the ground of 
convenience. To whom? To members of Con- 
gress and the citizens of this place, I suppose. I 
think no company that has any regard to its own 
interests, (and which of them has not?) would 
place its depét at a place where it was inaccessible. 
‘This is the way this matter presents itself to my 
mind. Although this may be a small matter, yet 
it seems to me that it is an appropriation calling 
upon our generosity in a case in which it ought 
not to be exercised. If there be any reason for 
this appropriation, I should like to hear it given, 
in order that it should be known whether we are 
not committing an outrageupon the Treasury,and 
giving away the people’s money for the benefit of 
private corporations. 

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. President, 1 offered this 
amendment yesterday, in the absence of the hon- 
orable Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Mason,] who, 
I perceive, is now in his seat. The Senator from | 

isconsin has taken exception to a matter which | 
was stated by me merely incidentally, and asa 
consideration for our immediate action. It is not | 
proposed to extend Indiana avenue for the accom- | 
modation of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. | 
The original appropriation for the improvement of | 
this avenue was made three years ago, in pursu- 


The city of Washington. -belongs.to. the. public, 
It is the larger part in importance, if-not in terri- 
tory, of the District of Columbia... The Govern- 
ment laid it out, and. it covers an immense surface. 
The corporate authorities of the city of Wash- 
ington have it not in their power to make these 
improvements. The Government owns a large 
portion of the property of the city, which is not 
subject to taxation. For these considerations it 
has long since been decided that the Government 
should contribute to those improvements. which 
are necessary for the public convenience. 

I repeat again, the connection of this Baltimore 
and Ohio Railroad Company is only incidental, 
and should not be considered one way or the other, 
except so far as public convenience demands. 
The amendment which is offered is one which I 
think very proper. It provides that so much of 
the $7,000 as may be required shall be expended 
under the control of the Commissioner of Public 
Buildings, to complete this work, upon which the 
Government has already expended $13,500. = 

Although it was remarked, rather jocularly I 
| think, that this restriction had better not be made, 
| and that all the money will be expended, 1 Would 
say that is by no means certain. Itmay:be so and 
it may not, and it is right, if the whole amount 
be not expended, the quantity unexpended shpuld 
remain in the Treasury, subject to the public 
I know when I drew the amendment, 1 sugges 
this proposed form of expression; but the Mayor 
of the city of Washington said it was unnecessary, 
for all the money, if not expended, would necessa- 
í rily remain in the Treasury, and he cited an in- 


ance of a general and long-established policy of the 
Government, in regard to the streets and avenues 
of the city of Washington. We have from time 
to time made appropriations of this sort, for the 
grading of the streets of this city. It is, however, 
apart of the general system of the Government, | 
in relation to this city, just as necessary as any 
other part. We do not undertake to do it all at 
once; but, from time to time, we make appropria- 
tions for facilitating intercourse between one part 
of the city and another. This appropriation is to 
continue a work which has been begun, but has 
not been finished. J mentioned, as a reason why 
it should be put into this billand passed now, that, 
as the railroad depdt was about to be removed to 


Mr. MASON. I had intended to offer this 
amendment, but it was kindly offered in my absence | 
-by the honorable Senator from Maryland. The 
object of the appropriation is to complete a work, 
commenced some two years ago, under the patron-. 
age of the Government of the United States, in 
constructing a street from the Capitol to Third 
street, and which is called, in the plan of the city, 
Indiana avenue. There was an appropriation 
made, I think, more than eighteen months ago, of | 
$13,500, to complete that work. The estimate of 
the expense was made by the Commissioner of | 
Public Buildings, which estimate was, that it | 
would take $17,000 or $18,000. He reported that, | 
in 1845, as one of the improvements which, in his 


proach from the public buildings to the Capitol, 
and from the Capitol to those buildings. That 
| report was made in December, 1845, and among 
those streets which he thought the public conve- 
nience required, was this Indiana avenue. 
Now, sir, it has been connected with the Balti- 
| more and Qhio railroad incidentally, and incident- | 


the station-house, it would be desirable that this |, 
improvement should be promptly completed. The |; 
Senator from Virginia will probably be able to give | 
a more satisfactory explanation than I can. i 


i! organ to communicate it to the Senate. 


| stance where a sum of money had been appropri- 
ated by the Government of the United States to 
continue an improvement in the city of Washing- 
ton, a considerable portion of which remained in 
i the Treasury, and was never drawn out. But it 
struck me that it was proper and expedient that - 
the provision should be inserted, entertaining no 


doubt myself that the money will be properly ex- 
pended. . Lael 
Mr. SHIELDS. I will ask if this comes from 


the Committee for the District of Columbia è- 
! Mr. MASON. No, sir. 1 see that it was 
| mentioned yesterday by the Senator from North 


‘| Carolina, (Mr. Mancum,] that he was under the 
| apprehension that it came from that committee; 


but this is not so. The matter was never referred 
to them, and of course, therefore, was never con- 
sidered by them. It was a proposition thatcime 
to me through the city authorities, under the im- 
| pression, doubtless, that the chairman of the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia. was the proper 


Mr. MANGUM. I will say that I misappre- 
hended as to the amendment coming from the com- 
| mittee. ee 
| Mr. SHIELDS. I would merely suggest to the 
Senator whether the matter should not be referred 
to the Committee for the District? Sea, 

Mr. MASON. There could be no objection, 
` but that it would defeat the object—that of having 
the appropriation made at thistime. If itis not 
made now-—and it seems to me proper that jt 
should be, because it is a deficiency, and is res 
quired to complete a work which has.already beeg 
begun, under former appropriations inadequate for 
the purpose—it will lead to very serious delay. 
Such would be the result of referring it to a com- 
mittee. 

Mr. SEWARD. I wish to ask a single ques- 
tion, and that is, whether the application has the 
sanction of the Coporation of Washington? 

Mr. MASON. As the request was made of me 


ally only. It is in contemplation on the part of 
the railroad company, I believe, to withdraw their } 
\ 


| point where it will intersect Indiana avenue; and i 


relation to that subject. Whether the depét be put į 
there or not, it is a matter of public convenience | 
and® public propriety that Capitol Hill should be 
connected with the other parts of the city by that | 
avenue, which is one of the highways of the city 
of Washington, and which the city itself is not 
able to construct. How far it is right and proper 
for the Government of the United States to appro- 
priate the public money for improvements in the 
city of Washington, is a matter to be considered 
by the Senate; but if we determine now that it 
| shall not be done, we shall reverse all that has 
| been done by our predecessors on this subject. 


it is only incidentally that this amendment has any |. 


| 


bythe Mayor of the city, I take it for granted that 
it has. z 

Mr. SEWARD. I hope, then, that the appro~ 
priation will be made. Coming as it does with the 
sanction of Congress. on a former occasion, as 1m- 
plied in the appropriation commencing this work, I 
recognize the obligations of the Government to 
make very liberal allowances for the improvement 
of the city of Washington. 

Mr. BORLAND. I ask for the yeas and nays 
on. the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I wish to state that I have no 
objection to the amendment at all, and that 1 shall 
vote for it. i 

The amendment was then ađopted, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Buter, Clay, Cor~ 
win, Davis of Massachusetts, Douglas, Foote, Greene, Hale, 
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Hunter Mangum; Mason, Miller, Morton, Pearce; Phelps, |i 
Binte 5 Shields, Smith; Souls, Spruance; Sturgeon, Unde: 
wood, and Wales—26, zii ore Soe 
“NAYS—M ssrs. Atchison, Borland, Bradbury, Bright, 
‘Gass, Chase, Clarke, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Dick- 
ingen; Dodge of Iowa, Dodge of Wisconsin, Downs, Pelech, 
Jonis> Kingy Norris; Rusk, Turney; Walker, and:.Whit- 
combe ee X? : 
Mr. SMITH.» I-have an amendment to-the bill, 
hich I desire. should come in: at the end of. the 
:provision in relation to-the éxpenses.of the Mex 
ean boundary COMMISSION. Fk > 
: {The amendment: proposed: by Mr. SmıTH; as 
_subsequently modified by. him, by incorporating 
the proposition of. Mr. Davis, (hereafter stated,) | 
-isas follows: : i enaA 
«Provided; There shalt be allowed and-paid tothe com- | 
‘missioner, suryeyor, and.astronomer appointed, or to be ap 
. pomted, for the purpose aforesaid, each a salary at the.rat 
df. $3,000 per annum ; and if the duties of either be per- | 
formed by an oficer of the army, his’ pay during the time of 
ich employment shall be increased to that sum : And pro- 
X „further, That the appointment aforesaid shall termi- 
ate nud cease at the expiration of three years from the first 
_ day of July, 1850.7] 


$ 
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‘The object is to provide for deficiencies which || 


exist in the payment of the salaries of these com- 
Migsioners for running the boundary line between 
the United States and Mexico under the treaty; 
and I will make a very brief statement of facts in | 
relation thereto, for the information of the Senate. 
This difficulty originates in the fact that Congress 
hag pever passed any law whatever on the subject. 
-Inati cases hitherto, where a commission has been 
-faigad for the purpose of running any boundary 
line ‘between our own and any foreign country, 
Congress has invariably enacted a law appointing 
the commissioners, prescribing the salaries which 
the gommissioners and other officers should re- | 
ceive, and fixing some period of time within 
which the duty should be performed. This, upon 
an ‘éxamination of the acts of Congress, will be | 


t 


these officers, bùt left it to be a- matter of future 
provision. Under these circumstances the matter | 


fellinto the hands of the present Administration; || 
and, as there is no provision by law for their sal- 


ries, these gentlemen have received no compen- | 
ation since the month of June, 1849. In addition 


| to this, itis highly important that some period 


should be: designated within which this duty of 
running the boundary line should be executed. 
In the origirial bill'of the Senate the period fixed 
: on was three: years: Colonel Weller was nomi- į 


|: nated to thé Sériate, if I mistake not, about the 


middle of Tanuary, 1849, and left New Orleans | 
for the Isthmus of Panama early in the month of 
March, 1849. I suppose that three years, from 
the time on which he entered upon the discharge 
of his duties, would not now be’ sufficient for the 
completion: of the work; and I have, therefore, left 
the period of limitation’ in the amendment I have 


i 


i 


‘| submitted blank; that it may be filled as the judg- 


‘ment of the Senate shall direct. I hardly know 
| myself what period would be necessary, but I will 
suggest three years from the Ist of January, 1850. 
Up to this time but a‘small part of the work has 
been done. 
been designated, and something like five miles of 
the line towards the Gila has beenrun. The lati- 
tude and longitude of the junction of the Gila and 
the Colorado has also been taken, and a small part 
of the line from that pointhas beenrun. [therefore 
suggest to the Senate that they fill the blank with 
the Ist of January, 1850. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 
enough. 

A Sewaror. If not, we can extend it hereafter. 

Mr. SMITH. Well, I will make the motion 
thus to fill the blank. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 
wish to move an amendment to the amendment of 


1 


fount to have been the casé under the treaty-with 
Great Britain, for running the northeastern bound- 
ary line, and also under the treaty with Spain, for 
running the line between Mexico and the United 
* States, onthe Sabine. Congress in every instance 
has passed a law providing for the appointment of 
¢ommissioners and surveyors, and for the salaries 
of these officers, and fixing a certain period of time ; 


| the Senator from Connecticut, [Mr. Smiry.] I 
|| will say nothing about the amount of the salary 
|| fixed by the Senator. I think it small for the sta- 
|! tion; but I wish to make a remark about the po- 
|| sition assumed by the honorable Senator as to the 
i amount of work which has been executed. I hold 
| that a great deal has been done; I hold that the 
grand problem has been solved, which was, to de- 


The initial point on the Pacific has | 


That is time | 


Mr. President, I |! 


The Mexican commissioner and surveyor are oft- 
cers of high rank and of a high grade of compen- 
sation. An officer of our army has heretofore 
| been engaged ia performing the duties of astron- 
omer; and, indeed, ] do not know where else we 
should go to get the astronomer: one who com- 
bines astronomical with topographical attainments 
is perhaps nowhere else to be found—certainly not 
in such position that he would accept this appoint- 
ment. It may be assumed, then, that we are com- 
pelled to select an officer of the army; and when 
this is-done, it is neither just nor politic that he 
should be expected to support himself on the pay 
of a captain. Unless the provision herein pro- 
posed be made, this will be the case. I have re- 
ferred to the circumstances by which he will be 
surrounded. You know the condition of the coun- 
try.. The-reaultis, that the compensation in the 
case supposed, and. which, if this amendment fail, 
will be the existing case, will be hardly sufficient 
to have a servant and buy his supplies of absolute 
necessity. When, therefore, you select an officer 
competent for this duty, and require him to sacri- 
fice all other considerations to his official obliga- 
| tions, you should give him adequate compensation, 
and shield hia professional and his national pride. 
You should take into account the station and the 
associations in contact with which you place him 
by this extraordinary service. I hope, L feel, that 
this does not require further argument. 

Mr. DICKINSON. The amendment offered 
by the Senator from Connecticut, [Mr. Smiru,] £ 
see no objection to whatever. It seems to me to 
be appropriate to fix the salary of the officers, and 
to limit the term of service. f do not object to the 
amendment of the Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. 
Davis,] although it takes the matter a little out of 
the channel I had designed for this bill; but if he 
thinks it necessary for the public service, [ shall 
not consume any time in objecting to it. Let me 
say it is very desirable to get through with the 
i bill, g 
Mr. SMITH. [cordially approve of the amend- 
ment suggested by my honorable friend from Mis- 
sissippi, [Mr. Davis.] I wish to call his attention, 
however, to a provision contained in the House 
bill, having in view, in part, the very object the 


i 
f 
| 
f 


honorable Senator has adverted to. The objectof _ 
that amendment is to vest in the President power 
to make an extra allowance to officers of the army, 


within which the duties should be performed. My || termine the initial point and direction of the line 
own impression was, and still is, that a law of that i| which connects the boundary on the Pacific with 
description is clearly necessary, in order to author- i| the junction of the Gila and Colorado. Both ex- | 


ize the appointment of a commissioner and sur- | 
veyor under a treaty of this character. And in 
the message of the late President communicating 
the Mexican treaty to Congress, at the first ses- 
sion of the Jast Congress, he says that a law of | 
thig description is highly necessary, in order to | 
carry out the conditions of that treaty. In con- 
formity with that recommendation of the Presi- 
dent, the subject was taken up at the first session 
_Of the last Congress, and a bill passed the Senate 
providing for the appointment of a commissioner, 
surveyor,and secretary. That bill was sent to the 
House of Representatives, and was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations in that body, but | 
®t so late a period in the session that it was im- | 
possible for the House to act upon it, and the bill, | 
under the rule adopted by the last Congress, went 
over to the second session, when it was again taken 
up by the House and amended, or rather a new bill 
Substituted for it. This new bill was sent to the | 
Senate, but it failed here for the want of time. | 
The commissioner and surveyor, however, were 
nominated by the late President, and were con- 
firmed by the Senate, under the idea that the treaty 
itself created the office, and that it was ‘obligatory 
upon the President and Senate to make the ap- | 
pointment, without any previous action. [donot | 
propose to raise any question on that points for it 
is one of considerable difficulty, and was discussed 
at length in the House. Batit is quite important 
that this difficulty should be corrected ; and I pro- 
pose to do it by the amendment which 1 have 
offered, and which is in conformity to the provis- 
ion of both the Senate and the House bill, to 
which I have referred. I propose in this amend. | 
‘ment that the salary of the commissioner and the | 
surveyor shall be fixed at $3,000 per annum. And i 


i 
i 
j 
i 


i 
| 
| 
i 


I! 
! astronomer, 


|i tremities have been settled, and it is now a simple 
| operation, which any common surveyor can per- 
i form, to connect the two ends of that line. It is 
ji the simplest part of the labor which remains to be 
i done. 
| of the labor by the length of the line which has to 
| be run. The Senator is mistaken when he sup- 
į poses that very little has been accomplished. The 


| 


i difficulty was to establish the initial point and the 


| direction in which the line should run; for this, 
i science and judgment were required. That has 
| been performed upon both ends of the line, Now, 

it is the simple operation of surveying to complete 
i the line, and then to follow up the river Gila to 
t the point where another constructive line is to be 
established, to connect the branch of the Gila with 


Grande. 
ical problem, to be solved as that to which I have 


| veying, and this operation may be rapidly per- 
formed. I think no more time will be necessary 
i than has been allowed by the Senator’s first prop- 
osition. 
| The line that has been determined from San 
; Diego to the junction of the Gila and the Colorado, 
i 
j nished. ‘The officer in command, who has acted 
| as the astronomer, has directed this tobe done by 
| his lieutenant. It is to trace the line, and set up 
the monuments along it. 

The amendment which I propose to offer is to 
; add, after the word “surveyor,” in the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Connecticut, “and the 
” and after the words “dollars per 
i annum,” the words “and either of these duties 
| being, or having been, performed by an officer of | 


here I would state that neither Colonel Weller | 
“nor Mr. Gray have received any compensation | 
for several months, I have examined very. care- | 
fully the papers and correspondence sent to the 
Senateand not yet printed, relating to the execu- | 


tion of this article of th 
ie hacen cle. of the treaty, and I find that the : 


i 
i 
i 


stration did not fix any salaries for || 


| the army, that his pay during the tinie of the em- | 
| ployment shall be increased to that sum.” 
| _ lL offer this amendment for the following reasons: 

| The duty of an astronomer is quite as dignified, 
‘and requires a higher grade of acquirement than 
Í that of commissioner or surveyor. The surveyor 
is in fact a subordinate officer to the astronomer. 


| 
| 


i 


Itis a great error to estimate the amount | 


the intersection of the boundary line and the Rio | 
There will occur nnother high astronom- 


referred has been done; the rest is all simple sur- | 


can be completed as soon as funds have been fur- | 


ii may be adopted. 
|| amendment which I have offered would be ren- 


when stationed on the Pacific coast, and especially 
in California, where we all know that their regu- 
lar pay is not sufficient to cover their expenses; 
and it may be in consequence of that fact that this 
provision has been inserted in the House bill, in 
order that the President may be clothed with dis- 
cretion in the matter to make such extra allow- 
ances aS may be just and reasonable to cover ihe 
exira expenses of the officers of the regular army 
that may be engaged in the service. The amend- 
ment of my honorable friend applies only to one 
officer—the astronomer—attached to the commis- 
sion for running the boundary. I suppose he will 
be from the corps of topographical engineers, 
There will be other officers of that corps associ- 
ated with him in that duty. Colonel Emory and 
some other officers were originally detailed for 
assistance in the discharge of those duties. I sug- 
gest, therefore, that there ought to be a provision, 
as there is in the House bill, to clothe the Presi- 
dent with the power of making such extra allow- 
‘ances to all those officers detailed to the perform- 
ance of those duties as may seem to be reasonable, 
in consequence of the extraordinary expenses 
which they must necessarily incur. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I have no doubt 
that there should be such a general provision as 
| has been described by the honorable Senator from 
| Connecticut {Mr. Saurus} for an extra allowance 
| to officers who are stationed on the Pacific coast, 
in Oregon ang in California, as well as on thebound- 
ary survey; and Í hope that some such provision 
Yet I do not feel that the 


I 
i 
l 
H 
H 
| 


| dered unnecessary even by such a general pro- 


+ vision. 


; 


-The fact, Mr. President, is simply this: An of- 
i ficer is selected for duty on the boundary survey; 


i if he be assigned to his brevet rank, and have a 


command equal to that rank, he is allowed brevet 
pay. But when, as at this time, the command is 
reduced below that dueto the brevet rank, Í un- 
derstand the decision to be that he is then reduced 
| to his original pay. The preposition to which 


| 
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i 
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the Sengr refers is highly proper. Officers serv- 
ing unon that service, or any other in Oregon and 
California, should be provided for by some such 
arrangement; but the case of the astronomer is one 
of a peculiar kind. The duties are of high diz- 
nity and great importance. ` He is associated with 
officers of the Mexican service of high rank and 
emolument. If he should be a lieutenant, his 
brevet pay, even if allowed for the highest brevet 
he would hold, would not be sufficient to place him 

n an equality with those with whom he would 
he associated. His prideand ours should not per- 
mit him to. hold less than an equal position, and 
equally to sustain it, 

Mr. SMITH. I intended to say when I was 
up before, in answer to some remarks of the hon- 
orable Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. Davis]— | 
though [ am not about to go into a discussion of 
the question, whether this work has been pros- 
ecuted as it should have been by the commis- | 
sioner—that I am not prepared to admit that 
nothing more could have heen done than merely 
fixing the initial point on the coast and surveying 
„the conjunction of the Gila and Colorada rivers, 
and the running of some four or five miles of the 
line during this long period of time, and by the 
expenditure of the whole appropriation of $50,000, 
and a great deal more. Yes, sir, | venture to say 
that $25.000 more will be required to cover the 
expenses that have been occasioned in addition 
during this year. 

T am familiar with all the facts on this subject. 
I will not now bring them before the Senate, 
because I do not choose to occupy the time. I 
admit there is a propriety for the suggestion the 
Senator has made—that of fixing an initial point on | 
the Pacific, and the latitade and longitude of the | 
Colorado river. I admit that an important and 
difficult part is that of running a line from the Pa- 
cific coast to the junction of the river Gila; but I 
am not prepared to agree to the correctness of the 
remark of the honorable Senator, that this opera- 
tion constitutes an essential and highly important 
part of the whole business of running this line. 
It is very far from it. The latitude and longitude | 
of many other points will have to be calculated for 
a distance of some two or three thousand miles, 
which will have to be run over. F do not know 
how far a line is to be run; but all the circumflex- 


gg 


ions of the river are to be made on the map, and || 


the calculations are to be made. These calcula- 
tions are to be made on astronomical principles; 
and if no more progress is to be made than here- 
tofore, I venture to say that it will not be com- 
pleted in several years. Jt has not been prosecuted 
with the vigor that it ought to have been during 
the past year. I make these remarks with great 
deference and respect to my honorable friend, and | 
say that it is not a question now properly before 
us; nor can I by any means concede that the work 
has been praperly prosecuted during the last year. 

Mr. DAVIS. J do not understand the question 
to be now properly before the Senate, nor do I 
bring iteither properly or improperly before this 
body. I speak rather to what had been done, and 
my remarks shoul apply to that. 

The Senator, in his hot zeal to ran down this | 
commissioner, goes beyond anything I suggested, 
and states a position as taken by me such as I | 
have not taken, and cannot take. The papers re- | 
lating to this subject, as the Senator has said, have 
gone to that bourne from which they seldom re- 
turn—the printers of the Senate—and what amount 
of money has been expended, | do not know, and 
therefore have not spoken of it. Whether the | 
commissioners have been economical or not, I do 
not say; nor do I think it germane to the present 
subject. I spoke of what had been done to estab- 
lish a boundary, and I call Senators to a consider- 
ationofthe point. The Senator assumed that Jitttle 
had been done thus far. Now, sir, how does heex- 
plain it? By showing that astronomical observa- 
tions have tobe madeelsewhere. Well, sir, any one 
who is competent to act as commissioner can take 
an observation every night, with a sufficient degree 
of accuracy, when he has already established | 
initial points. Moreover, upon the boundary of } 
the Gila, he will find that these observations have | 
already been made, and twelve different points | 
have been fixed by astronomical observation. I 
do not know that anything more will be required. | 
The great and difficult problem to solve was the | 
establishment of an initial point, and the direction || 
of the line which would connect the point on the |j 


| Capitol, 


coast with the point on the Colorado river. It 
was not necessary that any one of great science 
and experience shonld attempt these observations. 
The Senator from Connecticut treats it, however, 
as though it were to be run as a line of survey 
like that of the publie lands—setting down Jacob’s 
staff, and then running a line until it would strike 
the equator. Tt was a great astronomical problem; 
and so far as that is concerned we are unable to 
judge of it in advance. We must have the data 
before we express an opinion. The Senator has 
access to the papers,and f have not. ff he is 
prepared to make the charge, 1 am ready to an- 
swer it. i 

Mr. FOOTE rose for the purpose of deprecating 
any further debate on a purely mathematical ques- 
tion. 

Mr. DICKINSON hoped honorable Senators 
would let this question drop, and, as the chancel- 


lors say, ‘neither affirm nor deny it.” [Laugh- | 


ter.] 
Mr. SMITH having accepted the amendment 


proposed by Mr. Davis, the question was then 
taken upon the amendment as modified, and it 
was agreed to, 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, proposed the fol- | 


lowing amendment: 

For compensation of two watehmen, to be emploved in 
preserving the public grounds about the Capitol, at the rate 
of $73} each per annum. 

1 will make a brief explanation, Mr. President, 
of this matter. We have one watchman, who 
has been employed many years about the Capitol, 


| and who has been lodged at the west end of the 


poblic ground. Other persons are employed about 
the Canitol as policemen, whose duties are within 
the Capitol. The number of policemen employed 
is reported as not more than sufficient for the per- 
formance of their appropriate duties within the 
In the mean time the grounds about the 
Canitol are exposed to trespasses of various kinds, 
which have occasioned great injuries in the de- 
struction of flawers, &c. Among other things that 
have been destroyed, was one side of a beautifully 
trimmed box. In order to prevent intrusion upon 
the grass plots, and the injury of the shruhs, jron 
wires have been put up for protection. Still it is 
found that the trespasses continue; and as there is 


| but one watchman, and he a very old man, and 


stationed at the west end, it is impossible to pre- 
vent these tresnasses, especially on the east side of 
the Capitol. Two watchmen, therefore, are pro- 
posed to be provided, in order that they may be 
stationed on the north and south sides of the 
building, to be on duty from early in the marning 
until 10 o’clock at night, when the gates are to be 
closed. The purpose will be so readily under- 
stood and appreciated, that I deem it unnecessary 
to make any further explanation. 

The question being taken upon the amendment, 
it was sereed to. 


Mr. DICKINSON. The Committee on Fi- 


| nance, on the recommendation of the Secretary of 


War, propose another amendment. Tt is for the 
reconnoissance of a military road, which was or- 
dered by General Worth through Texas. 

The amendment is as follows: 

« Por expenses of military reconnoissance in Texas, in- 
eluding examination of a new route from San Antonin, 
Texas, to El Passo, New Mexico, made in the year 1849, 
$3,067 17. 

Mr. RUSK. I would like to know if there is 
any communication from the War Department in 
relation to that road. 

Mr. DICKINSON replied that there was. 

Mr. RUSK. That, however, may be of no 
consequence, I know that $50,000 were appro- 
priated for the purpose of making an examination 
there, l have heard nothing of this appropriation 
since. Į understand this appropriation to be to 
pay for the actual expenses of the survey that has 
been made. 

Mr. DICKINSON. This amendment is con- 
nected with another matter, and I suspect has 
nothing to do with the $50,000. That must have 
been another matter altogether. 

Mr. CASS. I now renew my amendment to 
strike out the following appropriation: 


«For outfit of chargé d'affaires to Austria, four thousand 
five hundred dollars.” 


Mr. FOOTE suggested that, if the honorable | 


Senator would allow him, he would propose an 
amendment to this by which two objects would 
be accomplished; it was in relation to the reés- 


| tablishment of the diplematic-relations-with 
Central Government of Germany, <: 


the ` 
| : oa 
Mr. CASS. Jam not going to detain the Seri- 


l ate with any observations on thia subject; ~The 


| ground has been gone over: This motion: is 
stronger than. the former one. Otjections..were 
i made to the: other which cannot. relate to this,’ 
This does not require the sending 6f a-apecial min- 
ister, as the distinguished Senator from Kentucky 
proposed, to beard the Emperor. of Austria in his 
‘palace. It is just as much a guestion which con- 
cerns all constitutional Governments, whether 
monarchical or republican: it belongs:to the peace- 
holding power. it gives no offence to any one, 
[tis simply a question of. political expediency. of 
agree with what the honorable Senator from Mis- 
sissippi has said. I believe the best course would 
be to abolish the missien to Austria, and that to 
| Prussia, and to renew the relations with the Cen- 
tral Government of Germany. There is the foun- 
| tain of liberal principles. H is that point to which 
l every German wishing his country to be free-~ 
wishing for the progress. of liberal principles- 
turns his attention, Let us sympathize with this 
feeling, and do what little we can towards its en- 
couragement, If there is to be a regeneration. in 
Germany, it must depend. upon the: central. au- 
thority. . : 

I do not make the motion now, but I agree Piy 
|! with what has been said by the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi, that this is the course we ought to adopt. 

Mr. KING. I had hoped, after my friend from 
| Michigan had discussed his resolution to discon- 
tinue the diplomatic relations with Austria, he 
would have been. satisfied to Jet the matrer rest, 
and not have brought it up in a different shape by 
i striking ber out of an appropriation bill, which is 
substantially the same thing as if we had adopted 
his resolution to discontinue those relations. Now, 
sir, itis very unpleasant to go into any discussion 
| upan this subject. No rman feels a greater sym- 
pathy forthose gallant spirits struggling for their 
nationality than | do, or a greater abhorrence for 
the cruelty practised upon them by the Govern- 
mentof Austria. 1 will not enter into a strict ex- 
amination jn order to ascertain whether that struge 
gle was a struggle for the freedom of all mankind. 
| E doubt it very much. 1 know the condition of 
i the masses there in years gone by. It certainly 
‘was no better, if as good, as in Austria proper, 
That they were struggling for national existence, 
for rights secured to them when they entered into 
acompact with Austria, we all know. That these 
| rights have been invaded, cannot be denied; and 
| that they have had a proper respect for their own 
standing as a nation, and have determined to. ag- 
| sert those rights, is creditable to them. As to its 
heing beneficial te. the masses, in freeing them 
| from degradation, l believe every gentlernun who 
hears me is inclined to doubt. 

Well, sir, leaving that out of view, I was very 
much opposed to seeing this question brought up 
Let us look at the thing as it now stands 
with regard to us. Our intercourse with Austria 
commenced only a few years ago. It was com- 
menced in consequence of the expressed wish of 
i the Government of Austria that such relations 
! should exist between us. Well, was it for our in- 
| terest?—did we look at our interest when we 
established those relations? We looked at noth- 
ing else. We believed a state of things justified 
j and required that we should have a diplomatic 
i agent there, to attend to the commercial interests 
| of the United States, as well as to afford reasonable 
protection to American citizens who were to be 
found there, Has it altered since? Have our re- 
lations with Austria undergone sucha change as 
to render it improper that this Government sheuld 
endeavor to advance its commercial interesis? 
| Every gentleman knows that our commercial in~ 
tercourse with Austria has greatly increased since 
shat time, and promises to be exceedingly lucra- 
| tive. We know the business of the United States 
| with Austria has nearly quadrupled in the course 
of a fed years. Weare carrying on our inter- 
course with the very heart. of Austria. Great 
importations are made from Vienna itself. What 

then do weaccomplish by discontinuing this mis- 
| sion? We leave the commerce to the protection 
of whom? Consuls;and why? [f it is because 
you deprecate the conduct of Austrie—considering 
it so objectionable that you may withhold - your 
intercourse—why nêt withdraw your consuls? 
Why keep them there? Is it less objectionable to 


again. 


TAG cw 


keep: your commercial agencies in the- hands of 
consuls-within thelimits: of Austria, than to keep 
a chargé d'affaires. there to attend to: these very 
interests, which can -more-effectually be protected 
by-him? Sir, I do not conceive, myself, that it is 
necessary-to dwell upon this subject. Whatever 
may be the feelings in consequence of this consid- 
eration, honorable. senators generally are not.pre- 
pated. to sacrifice the interests of this: country, by 
discontinuing this mission, which is. essential’ to 
the continuing of- those interests. 
`: Now, sir, in regard to this confederated mission: 
‘When:that mission was established, or rather when 
Mr. Donelson was transferred from-Berlin, the ob- 
‘ject of this: Government wasa. laudable one. It 
then seemed that there would: be. a confederated 
government: established:'inGermany—a govern- 
-ment-established. upon very: liberal principles— 
which: would.raise the masses in thelr own esti- 
mation; and elevate’ them somewhere near to a 
-level of the masses in our own country. Our Gov- 


ernment, therefore, feeling a great interest, deter- | 


mined to send our minister there, in order that he 
might be always in readiness to assist with his ad- 
vice, so that they might carry out their plan in 


some degree of conformity with our own system.. 


We all know it did not succeed. We know that, 
afigr lingering for a time, it disappeared. And 
what is the government now? What is the gov- 
ernment of Frankfort at this time? It is a gov- 
_ ernment proposed by Russia, arranged and estab- 
~ lished by Russia; objected to by Austria, Bavaria, 
Hanover, and several smaller States of Germany. 

Mr, FOOTE said he would not bring forward 
that amendment at present, but would reserve the 
question until a proper time, : 

Mr. KING. Very well, sir. My information is 
such that it cannot be questioned. I venture tosay, 
that if the gentleman will look at the documents, 
and. see what is the precise condition of things, 
he will not attempt to establish this confederated 
government at Frankfort. Howevér¢ when the 
gentleman brings forward his proof to show that 
there is a confederated government there, we may 
then take into consideration the propriety of send- 
ing a minister there. Until that is established, I 
venture to say that it cannot beestablished. It is 
not proper to discontinue a mission useful in itself, 
with a view to establish one which we do not know 
~--one which my friend himself does not know— 
would be beneficial. I believe it would be of no 
earthly service—none at all. I honestly entertain 
that opinion. I think it beneficial for the present 
to continue this mission. We have great commer- 
cial interests at stake, and we ought not to sacrifice 
tnem. 

Mr. DICKINSON. Itis very obvious that we 
cannot enter upon an extended discussion of this 
complicated subject, and I hope it will not be pur- 
sued further. 

Mr, FOOTE said he had just learned that there 
were some important papers sent to the Senate the 
other day, bearing upon this question of the A us- 
trian mission. He understood that the Secretary 
of State had received these papers; and being 
very willing to get at all the facts, and as these 
papers were ordered to be printed, he would sug- 
gest to the Senator from New York whether it 
would not be better to postpone the further con- 
sideration of this matter until they could get these 
papers and examine them. 

Mr. DICKINSON. Tam perfectly willing that 
this matter should be postponed, and that is what 
I was about to suggest. If we have to wait till 
matters relating to our foreign relations be printed, 
and to go through a discussion which will prob- 
ably last for weeks, we will never get through 
this business. f think the vote should be taken 
upon the question which is now before us; and 
then if there is anything that requires to be put 
down or to be put up, any mission to be discon- 
tinued, or one to be established where we now 
have none, I will come here any day or any night 
and sit here until the matter is disposed of. But I 
cannot believe that it is proper to delay this bill, 
which is wanted for various purposes, for this 
question, which has no relation with it one way 
or the other. This bill should be acted upon now, 
ma the other questions when it is necessary to 

0 80. 

Mr. CASS. Mr. President, why§ push this 
matter now? Why not pass it by till the regular 
diplomatic bill comes up?” There is no hurry 

-aboutit? The world will still turn round, if we 
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do not pass this appropriation now. Things will 
o on as usual, notwithstanding what my honor- 
able friend from Alabama has said, I say that it 
will never change. the importations. one cent; it 
will make no more change than it would upon our 
importations from the moon. We had a minister | 
there, at a salary of $9,000, and this was reduced 
to:a chargéship, at a salary of $4,500; and if we 
abolish this; it will not have the slightest effect 
upon. our. commercial relations. . Austria has no 
right to find the slightest fault. Now let this mat- 


ter go over, and come up in the diplomatic bill in 


its proper place. If it await its regular time, no 
public interest will suffer from the delay. 

Mr. FOOTE. I think that those of us who are 
in favor of terminating diplomatic relations with 
the Austrian Government, and who have main- 
tained to the full extent.of the: ability they pos- 
sessed the ground.thus taken, have been: treated 
little badly by some in relation-to the matter under 
consideration. It is now urged upon us that we, 
should vote for an appropriation that we cannot 
conscientiously sanction. It is gravely proposed 
to us who have sustained this measure, that we 
shall eat up the speeches heretofore delivered in its 
support in this hall—that we shall act in contra- 
vention of our calm and solemn arguments, hereto- 
fore delivered on this floor, and give our legislative 
sanction to enormities of which we have heretofore 
complained, (which I will not now particularize,) 
and stand committed before the community in 
favor of keeping up diplomatic relations with Aus- 
tria, while a resolution for discontinuing those 
relations is pending before this body. Is it not 
reasonable, is it anything less than reasonable, 
that we should urge that. this thing should not be 
hastily decided, but that it should be considered 
‘carefully? It is a grave and important question. 
Having insisted on it heretofore as a serious ques- 
tion, one involving the honor of the Government, 
have we not a right to expect of our brethren here 
that they will not urge us to vote precipitately 
upon it? When the resolution relating to this 
matter shall have been taken up and acted upon, 
and that action shall be unfavorable, then it will 
be time enough to provide an appropriation for 
this mission. I insist that this proposition is ex- 
ceedingly reasonable, to say the least of it, under 
the circumstances alluded to by the Senator from 
Michigan, that are of too delicate a character tobe 
fully explained here, and which furnish an impe- 
rious reason for not voting for this appropriation 
at the present time, but that action upon it shall 
be deferred. We are not asking Senators to com- 
mit themselves against diplomatic relations with 
Austria; we only ask that the question remain 
open for the present—that is all—in order that we 
may take a grave and deliberate view of the ques- 
tion at the proper time. We have a right to ask 
it, 

As to the commercial reasons stated by the Sena- 
tor from Alabama in reply to the Senator from 
Michigan, it is not necessary for me to say a word 
in reference to them; but Í beg leave to say that I 
have examined the subject also; and, though not 
so competent to judge as some other Senators on 
the floor, I am thoroughly persuaded that it is ex- 
pedient to renew diplomatic relations with the 
Central Government of Germany; that it was not 
expedient to suppress that mission; for I assert it 
to have been suppressed, although it has been de- 
clared to us to be only suspended. I challenge a 
denial of this assertion from the honorable Senator 
from Connecticut, or any one who feels authorized 
to speak for the Administration on the subject. It 
was suppressed, too, at a time when.that mission 
was likely to prove highly advantageous to the 
cause of freedom. It was more important in a 
commercial point of view than the Austrian mis- 
sion ever was. My friend fron Michigan has de- 
clined entering upon this discussion at the present 
time, and I perfectly agree with him. When the 
proper time arrives, I shall endeavor to extend to 
him my feeble aid, in maintaining the proposition 
that it is expedient not only to terminate diplo- 
matic relations with Austria, but to renew those 
relations with Germany. That single mission is, in 
my opinion, sufficient to answer all the purposes 
that can be required, whether diplomatic or com- 
mercial. My only object, however, at the present 


| time, is to havea vote upon the question, and re- 


ject the appropriation at this time; the Treasury 
will not be exhausted one, two, or three months 


hence. There is sufficient time to make the ap- 


propriation, when we shall have the er under 
better advisement; and if it be deemed™proper to 
continue this mission, I shall then be prepared to 
vote for the appropriation. 

Mr. HALE. I hope I am not trespassing on 
the Senate, when I rise to say, with reference to 
the Austrian mission, that we who favor its ter- 
mination have been treated somewhat unkindly, 
and particularly if the attempt is seriously made 
to do that which is intimated by the Senator from 
Mississippi, to make us eat our own speeches. I 
think that would be most unkind. hope tht 
such a fate as that will never be reserved for any 
of us, and that we shall never be compelled to sit 
down to such a meal. I would say further, that 
some of us who are opposed to the mission have 
been used. uncourteously and unkindly by some 
of our own associates and friends, because we 
went with the Senator from Mississippi for the 
suppression of. this mission; but 1 wanted to sub- 
mit more with it. I wanted to take the whole 
batch of tyrants, Russia, Austria, and Prussia, 
the whole of them, and get rid of them all; and I 
think it is unfair for the Senator from Michigan to 
pick out his rogue, and want him taken and con- 
demned, while he lets the others go. I think we 
had better allow this subject to be passed by, until 
gentlemen are prepared to act upon all the cases 
together. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I did not favor the retain- 
ing of this amendment in the deficiency bill. It 
came to us from the House-of Representatives, 
and I preferred that it should be stricken out, but 
the remainder of the committee thought otherwise, 
and we reported it. My reason for wishing to 
strike it out was, that it was inappropriate to the 
deficiency bill. 1 had also other reasons, satisfac- 
tory to myself, which 1 will not detain the Senate 
by stating. Inow beg the Senate to come toa 
vote upon this subject, and dispose of it. This 
question of the suspension of diplomatic inter- 
course with foreign nations will appropriately be 
before us when the civil and diplomatic bill is up 
for consideration, and then the sense of the Senate 
can be taken. 

Mr. KING. One word. Ido not wish to detain 
the Senate, but my friend on my right (the Senator 
from Mississippi) seems to imply that this meas- 
ure is forced upon him, and those who think with 
him, because they will have to vote for what 
they have heretofore expressed their determination 
not to support, the continuation of diplomatic 
relations with Austria. This bill, sir, came from 
the House of Representatives, and I myself would 
have preferred that this particular part of it should 
have been inserted in the civil and diplomatic appro- 
priation bill. I should not have been opposed, 
however, to striking out this particular amend- 
ment, but the ground upon which the honorable 
Senator from Michigan places the proposition for 
striking it out, renders it impossible for me to vote 
for that proposition. He places it upon the ground 
that we ought to discontinue diplomatic relations 
with Austria. Now, I am not prepared to vote 
for that. I think that those relations should be 
continued, and hence the difficulty I have in voting 
for the proposition to strike out. I would be will- 
ing that this appropriation should be provided for 
at a proper period, were it not that it is put upon 
this ground. 

Mr. CASS. Every gentleman of course votes 
for reasons of his own, and not for reasons that 
may be assigned by others. If any gentleman 
thinks it inexpedient that the appropriation should 
be contained in this bill, and vote for striking it 
out, he will not stand committed to any reasons 
that may influence my vote in a similar direction. 
The salary is provided for already by law until 
the ist of July, and the whole question is open 
to be determined hereafter. 


Mr. CLEMENS. I desire the privilege of re- 
cording my name on this proposition, and I there- 
fore ask for the yeas and nays. 


They were ordered, and, being taken, were as 
follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Borland, Bradbury, Cass, 
Chase, Dickinson, Douglas, Felch, Foote, Jones, Norris, 
Rusk, Sebastian, Shields, Sturgeon, Walker, and Whit- 
comb—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Benton, Butler, 
Clay, Clemens, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, 
Downs, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Hunter, King, Mangum, 
Miller, Morton, Pearce, Pheips, Seward, Smith, Spruance, 
Turney, Underwood, Wales, and Yulee—28. 


The bill as amended was then reported; the 
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amendments were concurred in, and the bill was 
ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. EI have an amendment 
which I desire to offer to this bill. ; 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Itis now too 
late; the bill has been ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time. The Senator can, if he chooses, 
however, move a reconsideration of that vote. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. I will then move a recon- 
sideration of the vote. 

Mr. DICKINSON. Perhaps the amendment 
may be admitted by unanimous consent; let it be 
read. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 


“ Provided, That so much of any law now in force which 
requires or authorizes any further contract or contracts for 
or towards the Patent Office building, according to the ori- 
ginal plan, without the further action of Congress, be and 
the same is hereby, repealed,” | 


Mr. HUNTER. I do not understand the | 
amendment exactly. Does the Senator propose 
to arrest the progress of the building? 

Mr. WHITCOMB. . I propose to prevent fur- 
ther contracts from being made until some action 
shall be taken by Congress upon the subject. 

Mr. HUNTER. Let the amendment be rea’ 
again. 

EThe amendment was again read. 

Mr. HUNTER. The amendment will accom- 
plish more, perhaps, than the Senator from Indi- 
ana intends. The $90,000 herein appropriated is 
not to pay arrearages, but for work “hereafter to 
be done, and this amendment will confine it to the 
payment of arrearages. 

Mr. BADGER. I must withhold my consent 
from the consideration of this proposition; and I 
suggest that the motion to reconsider be made a 
test vote; and that the reconsideration be voted for 
by those only who are disposed to support this 
proposed, amendment. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. I move a reconsideration 
of the vote ordering the bill to a third reading. 

The question being put, the motion was, upona 
division, negatived—ayes 15, noes 27. 

The bill was then read a third time by its title 
and passed. 


THE COMPROMISE COMMITTEE. 


Mr. FOOTE. I rise for the purpose of asking 
the consentof the Senate to renew a certain motion, 
which I had the honor of introducing the other day, 
for raising a committee of thirteen. 

Mr. DAYTON. It appears to me that, as the 
hour is far advanced, it is hardly worth while to 
gointo a discussion of the questions involved in 
that motion; and, as there is much business press- 
ing upon us of an Executive character, with. the 
consent of the Senator from Mississippi, I will 
move now that the Senate go into an Executive 
session. 

Mr. FOOTE, 
my motion, sir. 
Mr. DAYTON. I hope, then, that the vote 
will be taken upon it at once, and that the propo- | 
sition will be voted down. | 
Mr. FOOTE. However urgent or pressing Ex- 
ecutive business may be, this is equally so. There 
is no necessity for further discussion upon it; nor, | 
in my opinion, will any discussion take place 
among those who are really anxious to secure the 
admission of California, and to establish territo- į 
rial governments in Utah and New Mexico. These 
are matters of imperious moment, infinitely more | 
important than anything else I can imagine. I do | 
not feel authorized to give Way for any business | 
whatever. I repeat, that I think it is most ob- 
vious that there is no necessity for further discus- || 
sion upon this proposition. tis simply a motion | 
to appoint a committee, and upon those who are | 
resolved to engage in discussion be the respon- 
sibility of postponing the admission of Califor- 
nia. 1, as one not hostile to the measure—as one 
originally friendly to the measure—as the one who 
first proposed the admission of California in the 
Senate of the United States nearly two years ago— 
I declare for one that I should conceive myself 
responsible for the postponement of the act of ad- 
mission, if I were to introduce amendment upon 
amendment, not pertinent to the question in hand, 
or attempt by an unseasonable discussion to pro- 
long a debate, the only effect of which would be 
the postponement of the admission of California. 
Such is the judgment of the country; such is the 
deliberate opinion expressed by every leading print | 
in the Confederacy, except the miserable abolition ! 


I cannot consent to withdraw 


papers—the Albany Journal, et id genus omne; and 
such will be the opinion in California—yes, sir, 
such will be the opinion of every intelligent, rea- 
sonable person in California, if the postponement 
of her admission be brought about by unnecessary 
impediments thrown in the way of legislation on 
the subject. And {tell the honorable Senator from 
New Jersey that I am prepared now to act upon 
the motion, believing that it will result in attaining 
the object which we all desire to accomplish—the 
speedy settlement of all the questions connected 
with this unfortunate question of slavery. Sir, I 
beg leave, before 1 sit down, by way of relieving 
the gravity of discussion—by way of showing that 
there is something like unanimous public senti- 
ment on this question, and all questions connected 
therewith, to read a very short extract from what 
I holdin my hand. There was a public meeting 
held the other day in New York, assembled under 
the most interesting auspices; composed of as in- 
telligent men as any in the Union—as patriotic 
men as any that ever assembled—among whom 
there was a free interchange of opinion; and there 
seemed to be an undivided sentiment, first, in re- 
gard to the importance of this committee, with a 
view to the reéstablishment of harmony and con- 
cord in this Republic; and, secondly, in favor of 
the plan which some of us have been advocating 
here within the last week—the blending of the 
measure for the admission of California, with 
other measures for the establishing of territorial 
governments. Now, with a view of showing sim- 
ply the sentiment which pervaded the meeting, I 
beg leave to read a very short extract from a song 
that was sung on the occasion, the greater part of 
which is very complimentary to one who is now 
known, and honorably known, as the Nestor of 
the Senate. I will read the concluding stanza. It 
runs thus: 
¢ Disputed questions in one bill 
Should pass without delay; 
Qnit party strife for their country’s good— 
So all the people say. 
For on the question to refer, 
H. Clay did not forget 
To put in California, 
Utah, and Deseret.” 

THis i conceive to be a most authentic declara- 
tion of public opinien; and I therefore appeal to 
the Senator from New Jersey to defer to that pub- 
lic sentiment, to defer at once to what all the peo- 
ple say, and let it be done without delay. 

Mr. CLAY. I have notrisen to prolong this 


discussion, for I think it would be unfortunate if 


it were extended far. But I have risen to say two 
words. One is, that I hope there will be a decis- 
ion promptly upon the question of committee or 
no committee. Let the thing be disposed of ab- 
solutely and finally. The other is, that.there is a 
particular reason why a decision should be had 
to-day, if I have been rightly informed in relation 
toa matter of fact; and that is, that to-morrow a 
committee composed of six members of this Cham- 
ber will depart from this city with the remains of 
the lamented Calhoun. Now, it would be very 
discourteous towards those gentlemen, and per- 
haps improper, if this be the fact, to take up the 
subject in the absence of that committee. It is | 
very important therefore that we now decide the 
question. 

Mr. MASON. I rise only to say, sir, that the 
intimation respecting the departure of the com- 
mittee is not entirely correct. The honorable 
Senatorhas been misinformed. The committee 
upon whom this duty has been devolved will prob- 
ably Jeave Washington on Monday next. 

Mr.CLAY. Ah! I have been misinformed. 

Mr. MASON. While up, and while adverting 


that, upon an interchange of opinion among the 
gentlemen constituting the committee, they have | 
expressed the confident hope and expectation | 
among themselves that, while they are absent upon | 
such a duty as that which is required at their | 
hands by the Senate, the business of the Senate | 
will be so arranged that no vote shall be taken | 
upon a subject of such deep interest until their re- | 
turn, which will be as speedy as the occasion will | 
admit. | 
Mr. DAYTON. In reference to the matter im- | 
mediately under consideration, I object to the eon- | 


to this mission, I will take occasion further to say, | 
i 


sideration of this resolution now, for the simple 


| reason that i think it must be perfectly obvious 


to every Senator present that, if you take up this 
resolution, the balance of the day will be wasted 


to no possible purpose. When we: reflect upon 
the condition of that resolution and the amend- 
ments toit, which already lie upon your table, and 
those which may yet be offered, it must. beper- 
fectly obvious to every member of the Senate ‘that 
that resolution cannot now be put to the vote. ‘It 
is now within an hour of the time at-which the ` 
Senate usually adjourns. We may dispose: of 
some business in Executive session—very much 
of which is pressing upon us, and which. ought to 
have been disposed of long ago—and_ by this 
means appropriate the remainder of the day very 
profitably. 

Mr. FOOTE. Lam sorry to feel under the ne- 
cessity of pressing my motion. So far as I am 
concerned, I wish the subject embraced in my res- 
olution to be taken up. T think itean be disposed 
of in half an hour, or three-quarters of an hour at, 
the furthest. 

Several SENATORS. 
ded in that time. 

Mr. BUTLER. As there 1s some business 
pressing upon us which requires immediate atten- 
tion, I hope the honorable Senator from Missis- 
sippi will withdraw his motion to take up this 
subject now. I would be willing that he should 
take up his resolution, if it could be disposed of in 
the time which he suggests, but I do not. think 
that is possible; and | therefore prefer the sugges- 
tion of the Senator from New Jersey, that we now 
proceed to the consideration of Executive business. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I wish to say, Mr. President, 
that I think it is full time that we should come to 
a final determination of this question, and say 
whether or not this committee shall be appointed. 
For myself, I see no necessity for a committee to 
consider tle question of the admission of Califor- 
nia; but I think we ought to determine the matter 
in one way or another, either by appointing the 
committee, or by deciding that we will not appoint 
it; and this question we ought to decide at once. 
If the Senate decide that they will have*a com- 
mittee, it is desirable that the question should be 
passed upon immediately, in order that we may 
have an early report and early action upon the 
subject. If this should not be determined upon, L 
desire that we may proceed at once to the consid- 
eration of the California bill, 1 can give no vote, 
therefore, that looks to delay in this matter, and 
which can have no result but that of wearing out 
the Senate, without coming to any decision of the 


No, no! it cannot be deci- 


question: l hope, therefore, that the Senate will 
ecide the point, either for or against the committee 
at once. ; t 


Several Senators: Question—question. 

Mr. CLAY. Iam seldom in the habit of call- 
ing for the yeas and nays, but I call for them now, 
and I hope they will be ordered. ‘ 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. DOWNS. 1 am as anxious as the Senator 
from Mississippi, or the Senator from Kentucky, 
or any other Senator can possibly be, that, this 
question should be disposed of, and disposéd of 
speedily. I have not delayed the disposition of it 
by saying a single word upon it. But it is very 
evident to me, and I think must be evident to 
every Senator present, that it cannot be disposed 
of now. However a majority of the Senate may 
be disposed to dispatch this resolution forthwith, 
it cannot be done without the unanimous action of 
the Senate. Where, then, is the use of attempting 
to doa thing that cannot be done? What is the 
state of things? Here is a long string of amend- 
ments to this resolution, each of which, in all 
probability, will elicit debate, and there may be 
twenty others proposed before the final question 
is taken. è 

Mr. FOOTE. If the honorable Senator from 
Louisiana will allow me to interrupt him for a 
moment, I think I can save him the necessity of 
proceeding further with his remarks at present. 
Some of us have thought it better to take up the 
resolution to-morrow, at half-past twelve oĉelock, 
than to press itat thistime. I therefore now only 
desire that it may be taken up for the purpose of 
making it the special order to-morrow. 

Mr. DOWNS. That is just what I was going 


to do. 

Mr. FOOTE. I now move, Mr. President, 
that this resolution be taken up for the purpose of 
making it the special order of the day for to-mor- 
row, at half-past twelve o’clock. - 

A Senaror. The yeas and nays were ordered 


on the question of taking up. 
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: : z 
soir. GLAY.: dowithdraw: the call for tke yeas 
ühd paysi P P : 
«-_Phe-question-was ‘then: taken on the motion to 
take uporhe resolution, and it was agreed to. 
~My EOOTE: T-now-move, Mr: President, that 
the further consideration of this subject be post- 
poned until to-morrow, and.that it be made the 
zpecial order:of theday for half-pasttwelve o'clock 


The question was. taken: on'the motion to-post- | 


pone, and it was agreed to. : : 


> On motion. by Mr. BUTLER, the Senate then 


proceeded to the consideration. of. Executive busi- 
ness, and, after some lime spent therein, the doors 
were reopened; and : AA 

: The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wenpnespay, April 17, 1850. 

The House met at 120°’clock. The Journal of 
yesterday was read and approved. . 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, moved that the 
House proceed to the election of a Clerk. 

The question was put, and the motion was 
agreed to. ` 

The SPEAKER called upon Messrs. Jonn A. 
Kine, Wuirriesey, Haymonp, Hats, and Lir- 
TLEFILLD, 10 act as tel ers. i 

‘Mr. ROBINSON withdrew the nomination of 
A.J. Glossbrenner. He remarked that he had 
put him in nomination without his consent. Fle 
had done 80 under the belief that he was the only 

erson who was likely to command the entre 

amocratic. vote. Finding, however, such was 
not the case, and that a majority of the party 
seemed to prefer Judge Young, he would with- 
draw, his name. He hoped that the qher candi- 
‘dares would be withdrawn to secure the election of 
Judge Young, for whom he intended. to vote, 
| Mr. LITTLEFIELD withdrew the nomination 
of Mr, Albert Smith. 

Mr.-WALDEN withdrew the nomination of 
Mr. Walbridge; but | 

Mr. GORMAN renewed it. 

Mr. GOODENOW stated that he had paired off 
with a gentleman on the Democratic side of the 
House, and asked to be excused from voting. 

o Mr. WHITE said he had paired off with Mr. 
Young, of Illinois, and asked to be excused from 
voting. 

SIXTH VOTE. 


The roll was then called a sixth time; and the 
tellers reported that the whole number of votes 
given in was 180; necessary to a choice, 91; of 
which 

Mr. Young received uc asccsseccrenceecrde 

Mr, Walker... sewer ee 

Mr, Prindle..... 4a ees 

Mr. Stansbury... cee 

Mr. Clarke ...ce cece ee 

Mr. Forney ...ccce ce cecereae eee es 

Mr. Walbridge......... 

Mr. Glossbrenner.... 

Mr. Smith... cesses 

Mr. Dow.. 


er ry 


The following is the vote in detail, viz: 


For Mr, Young—Messrs. Albertson, Averett, Bingham, 
Bissell, Booth, Bowdon, Bowlin, Albert G. Brown, William 
- 3. Brown, Buel, J. Cable, Cartter, Cleveland, W. R. W. 
Cohb, Howell Cobb, Dimmick, Doty, Dunham, Edmundson, 
Ewing, Fitch, Puller, Gerry, Gilm re,Gorman, Ball, Hamil- 
ton, Hanmond, Haralson, Harlan, Isham G. Barris, Thomas 
L. Harris, Hoagland; Howard, Jones, Preston King, Le Sére, 
Leffler, Litlefiett, MeCternand, McDonald, McDowell, 
Robert M. McLane, McMullen, McQueen, Meade, Miller, 
Millson. Morse, Olds, Parker, Peaster, Peek, Phelps, Rich- 
arton. Rebbins, Rabson, Ross, Savage, Seddon, Frederick 
P. Staunton, Strong, Sweeter, Thomas. Jacob Thompson, 
James Thompson, William Thompsonu, Walden, Wellborn, 
Wildrick, Wilmot, and Wood. 
For Mr. Walker~-Messrs. Alston, Andrews, Baker, Bowie, 


Briggs, Chester Ratler, B. C. Cabell, Joseph P. Caldwell, 
Calvin, Casey, Chandi r, Clarke, Clingman, Corwin, De- 


berry, Dickey, Dixon, Alexander Evans, Freediey, Gentry, 
Hallow:y, Hampton, Hay. Haymood, Henry, George G. 
King, McGaughey, Finis E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, 
Morehead, Morton, Nes, Neweil, Ogle, Outlaw, Pitman, 
Shepperd, Sprague, A. H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, 
Tion Toombs, Underhill, Van Dyke, Watkins, and Wil- 
las. 

Por Mr. Princle—Mes-rs. Alexander, Ashinun, Bennett, 
Rokee, Brooks, Crawcll, Campbell, Cole, Conger, Fowler, 
Gout, Gould, Hebard, J. A. King, Matteson, McKis-ock, 
Nelson, Ous, Putuam, Reynolds, Rockwell, Rumsey, Sack- 
ent, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Silvester, Spaulding, Thur- 
man, Vinton, and Winthrop. 

Por Mr. Stansbury—Mesers. Alten, Howe, Durkee, Gid- 
dings, Julian, Root, and Tuck. 


olution, whi 
lows, viž: > ; 


For Me. Clarke—Messrs.. Duer, Kerr, Phoonix, J. B. 


Thompson, Wilson, and Stanly. 


For Mr. Forney—Messrs, Bocock, R. W. Johnson, Ma- 


i son, Powell, ana R. H. Stanton. 


‘For. Mr. Walbridge--Messrs. Ashe, S. W. Harris, Kauf- 


man, Potter..and Venable. 


For Mr. Giossbrenner—Messrs. Wallace, Holmes, Mc- 


Queen, and Woodward. 


For Mr. Sinith— Messrs. Hubbard, Orr, and Sawtelle. 
-For Mr. Dow--Mr. A. Johnson, Pi Last 


>- No-choice. : 


Mr: PHCENIX asked permission to offera res- 
h was read for information, as fol- 


Resolved, That James C: WALKER be, and he is hereby, 


declared elected. Clerk of the House of Representatives, in 


the place of ‘Thomas J: Campbell, deceased. 
Mr. ALBERTSON asked whether it would be | 


in order to amend the resolution. - 

The SPEAKER said; that. the resolution was 
not before the House; and’ that it could not’ be re- 
ceived, except by unanimous consent. 

Objections were made to its reception. 


SEVENTH VOTE. 

The roll was then called the seventh time; and 
the tellers reported that the whole number of votes 
given in was 175; necessary to a choice 88; of 
which 


Mr, Young received. .....seeeeeeeseeeedd 
Mr. Walker. cece cccec ccc cc cece es encee AD 
Mr. Prindle ..... cc cce cee ce cece en ee e. 26 


. Stansbury. ..ceeseccccecceevesevee B 
| Clarkes sccsels seeds uiteen enews O 
. Walbridge s.esoreseroseesresseeee 4 
. Glossbrenner..cecesscesceusreeeere 3 
e Forney cecce cs crcec cer eecrceceeces 3 


Smith... ees e cee ea cer crceseeseecs L 
175 

The following is the vote in detail, viz: 

For Mr. Young—Messts. Albertson, Averett, Bingham, 
Bissell, Booth, Bowdon, Bowlin, Albert G. Brown, William 
J. Brown, Buel, J. Cable, Cartter, Cleveland, Williamson R. 
W. Cobb, Howell Cobb, Coleock, Dinmmick, Doty, Dunham, 
fdmundson, Ewing, Fitch, Fuler, Gerry, Giimore, Gorman, 
Hail, Hamilton, Haralson, Hartan, Lham G. Harris, Thomas 
L. Harris, Hoaghind, Howard, Robert W., Johnson, Jones, 
Kautinan, La Sére, Leffler, Litticfield, Mason, McClernand, 
M-Donald, McDowell, Robi M. McLane, MeWillie, Meade, 
Miller, Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, Peaslve, Peck, Phetp), 
Richard-on, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Seddon, 
Frederick P. Stanton, Strong, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, 
James Thompson, William ‘Thompson, Walden, Wellborn, 
Wiltrick, Wood, and Woodward. k 

For Mr. Walker—Meesrs- Alton, Baker, Bowie, Chester 
Butler, E. C. Cabell, Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, 
Clingman, Corwin, Deberry, Dickey, A. Evans, Gentry, Hay, 
Haymond. Hebard, Hesry, Howe, George G. King, Finis E. 
MeLean, Meacham, Moore, Morton, Newell, Ogle, Outlaw, 
Sehooleratt, Shepperd, Spaulding, A. H. Stephens, Tiad- 
deus Steveus, Toombs, Underhill, and Van Dyke. 

For Mr. Prindle—Messrs. Alexander, Bokee, Brooks, 
Campbell, Cole, Conger, Crowell, Fowler, Gott, Gould, J. 
A. King, Matteson, McGaughe:, Me Kissock, Nelson, Otis, 
Reynolds, Rumscy, Sackett, Schermerhorn, Sehooleratt, 
Silvester, Thurman, Vi and Bennett. 

For Mr. Stansbury—Messrs. Allen, Durkee, Julian, P. 
King, Root, Wilmot,-Giddings, and Howe, 

Por Mr. Clarke—Messrs. Ashman, Dixon, Duer, Kerr, 


Stanly, J. B. Thompson, Wilson, and Winthrop, 


For Mr. Walbridge—Messrs. Ashe, Hammond, S. W. 
Harris, and Potter. 

For Mr. Glossbrenner—-Messra. McQueen, Wallace, and 
Holmes, , 

For Mr, Forney—Messrs. Bocock, Powell, and R. H. 
Stanton. 

For Mr. Smith—Mr. Hubbard. 

No choice. 

Mr. SWEETSER nominated Canaries G. 
Froon, of Ohio. 

Mr. JONES asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to offera resolution, looking to the ap- 
pointment ofa Clerk. He would offer it in blank, 
as follows: 

Resolved, That 
Clerk of this House. 

Then he said, he would let any member, who 
thought proper, move to insert a name and call 
the yeas and nays upon that motion. The House 


be and he is hereby declared elected 


j would thereby be brought to vote directly for or 


against the individual designated. Jf that motion 
failed, let some gentleman on the ather side of the 
House, if he pleased, move to fill the blank with 


| the name of some man of their party, and take the 


yeas and nays upon the motion; and so on until 


į the name of some! gentleman was proposed, who 
| would be acceptable to the majority of the House. 


Ohjections were made. 


The SPEAKER, (to Mr. Jones.) The reso- 


‘ lation is objected to. 


Mr. JONES. Well, F expected it would be. 


i {A Jaugh.] Ido not think there is a disposition 
| here to elect a Clerk at all. 


EIGHTH VOTE.. 

The roll was called the eighth time; and the 
tellers reported that the whole number of votes 
given in was 172; necessary to a choice 87; of 
which ; 

Mr. Young received.........eeeeereene dD 

Mr: Walkers. 00x cececsae's esiin ones’ sB9 

Mr. Prindle ....cscccccsccceceveac eres rl 6 

Mr. Clark@. sois aie geiecs se eedae se eee rad 

Mr. Stansbury.....e.eees 

Mr. Flood... ... cece 

Mr. Forney ...ceereeee 

Mr. Walbridge...... 

Mr. Glossbrenner.. 

Mr. Smith......... 


s... 
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The following is the vote in detail, viz: 

For Mr. Young—Messrs. Albertson, Averett, Bingham, 
Bissell, Booth, Bowdon, Bowli, Albert G., Brown, Witiam 
J. Brown, Buel; Joseph Cable, Cartter, Cleveland, Howell 
Cobb, W. R. W. Cobh, Coleock, Dimmick, Doty, Dunham, 
Edmundson, Ewing, Fitch, Fuller, Gilmore, Hall, Hamil- 
ton, Haralson, Harian, Isham G. Tlarri-, Thomas L. Harris, 
Hoagland, Robert W. Johnson, Kaufman, La Sére, Leffler, 
Litdetield, Mason, MeClernand, MeDonald, McDowell, 
Robert M. McLane, McMuilen, Mc Willie, Meade, Miller, 
Millson, Morse, Orr, Parker, Peasiee, Peek, Phelps, Righ- 
ardson, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, Fred- 
erick P. Stanton, Strong, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James 
Thompson, William Thompson, Walden, Wellborn, Wit- 
drick, Wilmot, Wood, and Woodward. è 

For Mr. Walker—Messrs. Alston, Andrews, Baker, Bowie, 
Briggs, Chester Butler, E. C. Cabell, Joseph P. Caldwell, 
Casey, Clark, Clingman, Corwin, Deberry, Dickey, Duer, 
Alexander Evans, Freedley, Gentry, Gould, Halloway, 
Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Howe, George 
G. King, McGaughey, McKissock, F. E, McLean, Meachain, 
Moore, Morton, Nelson, Newell, Otis, Outlaw, Phoenix, 
Pitman, Putnam, Rockwell, Sackett, Shepperd, Spautdting, 
Sprague, Alexander H. Stephens, Thaddeus Sievens, Tay- 
lor, John B. Thompson, Toombs, Tuck, Underhill, Van 
Dyke, Watkins, and Williams. 

For Mr. Prindle—Messrs. Alexander, Bennett, Bokee, 
Brooks, Campbell, Cole, Conger, Crowell, Fowler, Gott, 
John A. King, Matteson, Silvester, Thurman, Vinton, and 
Winthrop, 

For Mr. Clarke—Messrs. Ashmun, Calvin, Chandler, 
Dixon, Kerr, Nes, Ozle, Reynolds, Rumsey, Schermerhorn, 
Schooleraft, Stanly, and Wilson, 

For Mr. Stansbury—Messrs. Allen, Durkee, Giddings, 
Root, P. King, and Juiian. 

For Mr. Flood—Messrs, Ashe, Olds, Potter, and Sweetser. 

For Mr. Forney—Messts. Boeock, Powell, and R. H. 
Stanton. 

For Mr. Walbridge—Messrs, Hammond and Robbins, 

For Mr. Gtosebrenner— Messrs. McQueen and Wallace. 

For Mr. Smith—Mr. Hubbard. 

No choice. 

Mr. JONES moved that the House adjourn. 

The motion was disagreed to, 

Mr. J. A. KING withdrew the nomination 
of Mr. Prindle; but 

Mr. CONGER renewed the nomination. 

NINTH VOTE. 

The roll was then called the ninth time; and 
the tellers reported thatthe whole number of votes 
given in was 188; necessary to a choice 95; of 
which . 

Mr. Young received. .secseeeereeeecees 96 

Mr. Walker... cece ccc ee ec en cece ee eee Bd 

Mr- Pendle e soe 4.ceieatac asus dev eve: D 

Mr. Stansbury... ..20....06- Poeni 4 

Mr. Clarke. sores seresssssss 


188 

{Mr. Srawry did not vote, having paired off 
with Mr. CLeyeLann,] 

The following is the vote in detail, viz: 

For Mr. Young—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bing- 
ham, Bissell, Bocock, Booth, Bowdon, Bowlin, Albert G. 
Brown, Wiliam J. Brown, Buel, Burt, Joseph Cable, Cart- 
ter, Howell Cobb, W. R. W. Cobb, Colcoek, Dimmick, 
Disuey, Dory, Dunham, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, 
Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Hall, Hamilton, 
Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, Sampson 
W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hoagland, Holmes, Howard, 
Hubbard, Joseph W. Jackson, Andrew Johuson, Robert W. 
Johnson, Jones, Julian, Kaulinan, Preston King, La Sére, 
Leter, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, MeClernand, Me- 
Donald, McDowell, Robert M. Me: ane, MeMullen, Me- 
Queen, MeWillie, Meade, Miller, Millson, Morse, Olds, 
Orr, Parker, Peasiee, Peck, Phelps, Potter, Powell, Rich- 
ardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Saw elle, Sed- 
don, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stauton, Strong, 
Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James ‘Thompson, 


| William Thompson, Venable, Waiden, Wallace, Wellborn, 


Wildrick, Wilmot, Wood, and Woodward. 

Por Mr. Walker—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Andrews, 
Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokea, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, 
Brooks, C. Butler, B. C. Cabelt, J. P. Caldwell, Calvin, Camp- 
bell, Casey, Ch nder, Clarke, Clingman, Cale, Conrad, Cor- 
win, Crowell, Deberry, Dixon, Duer, A. Evans, Freedicy, 
Gentry, Gott, Gonid, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, 
Haymond, Henry, Nowe, Kerr, G. G. King, J. G. King, J. 
A. King, Matteson, M¢Gaughey, Me K.ssock, E. B. McLean, 


Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Morton, Nelson, Nes, New- 


| ell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Phonix, Piuman, Putnam, Reynolds, 


THE CONGRESSIO 


For Mr. Clarke—Mr. Wilson. 


So there was an election. 
The SPEAKER declared that Ricuarn M. 


Young, of the State of Ilinois, was duly elected | 


Clerk of the House of Representatives. 
On motion, the House then adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &e. 


The following petitions, memorials, &c., were | 


presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees: 


By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of H. L. Carter and | 


others, citizens of Bringield, Portage county, Ohio, praying 
the reduction af postage to two cents on ali prepaid letters 
of half an ounce. 
Also, the petition of O. Blake and o‘hers, citizens of Brim- 
field, Portage county, Ohio, praying the repeal of all laws 
adopted by Congress, authorizing or sanctioning slavery or 
the slave trade in the city of Washington and District of 
Columa and if not repealed, that the seat of Government 
be removed to some more suitable place. 
isa, the petition of Samuel Hastings and others, citizens 


of Brimfield, Portage county, Ohio, praying the prohibition of | 
» tude by act of Cong-ess, in all the | 


slavery and the 
territories of the United States. 


Al-o, the petition of Orvil Blake and others, citizens of | 
Brimfield, Portage county, Ohio, praying ule prohibition of | 


slavery in ail States hereatter admitted into the Union. 
Also, tie petition of William R. Kelso and others, citizens 


of Brinttield, Portage county, Ohio, praying the repeal of all |) 
authorizing slavery and the slave | 


laws adopted by Congres: 
trade in the city of Washington and District of Columbia, 
and if vot repealed, that the seat of Goverument be removed 
to soine more suitabie place. 

By Mr. BISSEL U: The petition of B. A. Wenz and others, 


citizens of Quincy, Htinois, praying tor a reduction in the : 


rates of postage to two cents on prepaid letters. 


Also, the petition of T. H. Johnson and others, citizens | 
of Auns county, Itivois, praying tor the repeal of all | 
Jaws sanctioning slavery aud the stave trade in the District | 
of Columbia, or that the seat of Government be removed to Í 


some ore suitable location. 

Also, the petition of the same, praying for the abolition of 
the slave trade in the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of the saime, agaiust the admission of 
any more slavehoiding States into the Union. 

Also, the petition of Wiltiam A. Prentiss and others, citi- 
zens of the county of Adams, in the State of Hinos, pray- 
ing tht persons claimed as fugitive slaves may have the 
right of trial by jary. ; 

Also, the petition of Labon G. Jones and others, citizens 
of Perry county, Lilinois, praying tor the removal of the 
Kaskaskia Jand office, to Pinkneyville. 


Also, the petition of Jefferson Ailen and others, for the || 


same abject. 


Also, the petition of John C. Huey and others, for the |} 


sane object. 


By Mr. SPAULDING: The petition of D. Tillinghast and |! 
90 other members of tle bar, and 4 judges in western New |) 


York, for a judical district and court of the United States 
to be established in western New York. 


Also, the petition of sundry citizens of Buffalo for the i 
passage of a law allowing American- built vessels that may | k ‘ i l i 
|: be abolished in the District of Columbia, or the | 
séat of Government removed therefrom; all of: 


by any means become the property of foreigners, or obtain 
a foreiga registry, to be registered in this country as Ameri- 
ean Ve 
Americ 


an citizens. 


By Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi: The petition of John ìi 
M. Dutlield for compensation for services performed for ;| 


the United States during the late war with Mexico. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, April 17, 1850. 


The VICE PRESIDENT announced the fol- : 


lowing Senators as the select committee on the me- 
morial of Mr. Bliet: Messrs. Corwin, Cray, 


Baricut, Beru, Davis of Mississippi, and Downs. |! 
Mr. BUTLER presented the credentials of the | 


Hon. Fraxxiun H. Exmore, appointed by the 
Governor of South Carolina to fill the vacancy 


occasioned by the death of the Han. Joun C. | 
Carnoux, until the next meeting of the Legisla- | 
ture of said State; which were read and ordered to |: 


lie on the table. 
MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I hold in my hand, : 


and have been requested to present to the Senate, 
a petition from a highly respectable source, name- 
ly, “the Pennsylvania Society for promoting the 
abolition of slavery, the relief of free negroes un- 
lawfully held in bondage, and for improving the 
condition of the African race.” 

‘he memorial represents, that this was the first 


institution established in America for the advocacy | 


of the rights of the oppressed descendants of Af: 


rica; that it dates its origin as far back as the year |, 


1775; and that among the early members of the 
society were several of the fathers of the Republic. 


js upon their again becoming the property of: 


; legislative halls of the country, in appeal or remon- 
i strance on the same account; and now, whena 
! momentous crisis has arrived, which threatens the 
i| peace and stability of the Union, they cannot re- 

i main silent. 

They therefore ask you to prevent, by your ac- 
ion, the further extension of slavery, by attach- 
ving to any bill for the government of the territo- 
ries of the United States, the ordinance of 1787, 
more recently known as the Wilmot proviso. 


| Dia into the Union, with her present boundaries 
li and constitution. 
They further express the hope, in which I trust 


questions we do rise above all party and sectional 
fare, but the permanent peace and greatness of our 
beloved country. 

the table. 


i| Mr. HALE also presented a petition of citizens 
of New Hampshire, and a petition of citizens of 


|| the Post Office and Post Roads. 

‘| Also, two petitions from citizens of New Hamp- 
| Shire, and a petition from citizens of Pennsylvania, 
| asking that no State may hereafter be admitted 


| slavery within its limits; which were ordered to 
| lie on the table, 
no _ Also, two petitions from citizens of New Hamp- 


i and-a petition from citizens of Wisconsin, asking 
ii that slavery and the slave trade may be prohibited 
by law in all the territories of the United States. 

Also, two petitions from citizens of New Hamp- 
shire, and a petition from citizens of Pennsylvania, 
asking that the right of trial by jury may be 
secured to fugitive slaves arrested in any ‘other 
‘| State than where their service is claimed. 

Also, two petitions from citizens of the same 
States, asking that slavery and the slave trade may 


which petitions were ordered to lie on the table. 


Hampshire, asking the adoption of measures for 
the adjustment of international controversies by 


York, setting forth that they have learned with sur 
prise and deep sorrow, that it is in the contempla- 
tion of Congress to pass a law by which the car- 
rying into effect the provisions of the law of 1793, 
for tne recapture of fugitive slaves, will be ren- 
dered more stringent and obligatory on the free 
| citizens of the northern States, and expressing the 
hope that the bill may not be passed, since such 
an enactment would be contrary to the law of God 
and nature, converting sympathy for the suffering 
into a crime, rendering the universally-acknow!- 


i} the table. 
4 Also, two petitions from citizens of New York, 
asking that slavery and the slave trade may be 
prohibited by law in all the territories of the United 
States. 

Also, petitions from citizens of the same State, 


cured to fugitive slaves when arrested in any other 
Also, a petition of Benjamin F. Rogers and 


Wiliam H. Home, asking the adoption of a plan 
for the prospective abolition of slavery and the 


They also pray, in which 1 most cordially con- | 
cur, as 1 doubt not do many other Senators, that į 
| we bring toa speedy close the protracted debate | 
| which has so unhappily agitated both Houses of | 
| Congress, by the immediate admission of Califor- | 


| we all concur, thatin the adjustment of these great : 
feelings, and, rejecting all compromises with injus- |! 
| tice and wrong, promote not only the present wel- |i 


The petition was received, and ordered to lie on | 


Rhode Island, asking a reduction of the rates of | 
postage; which were referred to the Committee on |: 


whose constitution does not expressly probibit ji 


i shire, a petition from citizens of Pennsylvania, | 


Also, a petition from citizens of Newport, New |! 


| arbitration; which was ordered to lie on the table. | 
Mr. SEWARD presented a petition, signed by į 
‘| 592 citizens of Rochester, Monroe county, New } 


| edged virtue of hospitality an offence agsinst the | 
; State, and setting a premium upon wrong and ' 
inhemanity; which was read and ordered to lie on | 


asking that the right of tial by jury may be se- |) 


; State than that ia which their service is claimed. | 


i 
i 


slave trade-in the District of..Columbiay and: the 
prohibition of slavery in the tervitories‘of the Unis 
ted States; all of which said petitions were ordered 
to He on the table, ~ Bide i 

Mr. MORTON ‘presented. the. memorial of 

Charles Byrne and A. H. Cole, for themselves 
and other proprietors of a tract of land in the 
Siate of Florida, claimed under a Spanish grant, 
asking that they may be allowed to prove their 
title under the act of 23d May, 1928; which was 
eferred to the Committee on. the Judiciary. 
i Mr. RUSK presented a resolution of the Legis- 
_ lature of Texas, instructing their Senators and ré 
questing their Representatives in Congress to use 
| their exertions to procure the adoption of measures 
by the Government of the United States with the 
Republic of Mexico, for the mutual surrender of 
fugitives from service or criminals escaping from 
; either country in the territories of the other; which 
was ordered to lie on the table and be printed, 

Also, a resolution from the same, and with the 
same instructions, in favor of an appropriation for 
the erection of a light-house or light-boatat Brazog 
Santiago, and at the mouth of the Rio Grande; 
which were ordered to lie on the table and bê 
printed. 

Also, from the same, and with like instructions, 
in favor of the énactment of a law extending the 
civil and criminal jurisdiction of the State of Texas 
i: over the Red river; which was ordered to lie.on 
the table and be printed. 

Also, a resoluuon of the same, with like instruc- 
; tions, in favor of a law establishing an additional 
|i district court of the United States in that State; 
which was laid on the table and ordered to be 
printed, : 

Also, a resolution of the same, with like jnstruc- 
tions, in favor of the passage of a law placing the 
names of the survivors of those who were wounded 
in the revolutionary struggle of that Siate, and the 
|i names of the widows and orphans of those who 
ii were killed or died of wounds received in that 
| struggle, upon the pension roll of the United 
‘| States ; which was ordered to lie on the table and 
{| be printed. 
| Mr. HAMLIN presented a petition from citi- 
| 


| zens of New Sharon, in the State of Maine, asking 
| that no State may hereafter be admitted whose con- 
stitution does not expressly prohibit slavery within 
‚its limits. 

| Also, a petition from citizens of the same place, 
j asking that slavery and the slave trade may be 
i prohibited in all the territories of the United 
States, . A 

Also, a petition from citizens-of the same place, 
asking that the right of trial by jury miry be-se- 
cured by law to fugitive slaves arrested jnoany 
other State than that in which their service is 
claimed. 

Also, a petition from citizens of the same place, 
asking that slavery and the slave trade may. be 
: abolished inthe District of Columbia; all of which 
were ordered to lie-on the table. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD presented a petition from 
citizens of Hopkins county, Kentucky, asking the 
establishment of a mail-route from Hopkinsville 
to Greenville, in that State; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the memorial from the heirs of {sanc Shel- 
by, asking compensation for the services of their 
ancestor in the war of the Revolation ; which was 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Mr. CLARKE presented a petition from citie 
‘zens of Rhode Island, asking a reduction of the 
‘rates of postage; which was referred to the Come 
i mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
| Mr. YULEE presented the petition of Fernando 
“A, Underwood and EL. H. Crane, heirs of John 
Underwood, deceased, asking the confirmation of 
his tile to certain lands inthe State of Florida; 
which was referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

Also, the memorial. of Wm. H. Payne, in be- 
half of himself and a company of Florida volun- 
ii teers commanded by him in the Seminole war, 
i asking compensation for their services; which wag 
l: referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

! On motion by Mr. CASS, 


‘| Ordered, Phat the memorial of John A. Bryan, on the files 
ji of the Senate, be reierred to the Comnitiee ou Military 
i Affairs. 


ji REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachosetts, from the Com- 


t 
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mittee on. Commerce, to. which was referred the 
resolution of the Senate directing that committee to 
inquire into the expediency of printing the annual 
report upon commerce and navigation in anticipation 
ofthe annual assembling of Congress, reported a 
bill to. provide for the printing of the annual reports 
upon:commerce and navigation; which was read 
and ordered. to a second reading. > 

‘Mr. TURNEY, from the Committee on Patents, 
to which was referred the numerous resolutions, 
memorials, &c. relating to the patentlaws, reported 
a billto amend “An act to promote the progress of 
the useful arts; which was read and ordered toa 
second reading.: : i 

Also, from the. same committee, to which was 
referred the memorial of Gilbert Cameron, in rela- 
tion toa contract, asked to be discharged from the 
further. consideration of the same, and that it be 
referred to the Committee on Public Buildings; 
which was concurred jn, , 

<Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, to which was referred the 
memorial of the widow of Captain E. G. EHiot, of 
the United States army, asked to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the same, and that 
it be referred to the Committee on Pensions; which 
was concurred in. 

Also, from the same committee, to which had 
been referred the memorial of Mary Morris Foot, 
widow ofa late surgeon in the United States army, 
asked to be discharged from the further consider- 
ation of the same, and that it be referred to the 
Committee on Pensions; which was concurred in. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred the several petitions 
of citizens of Michigan, in relation to a road from 
Fort Wilkins, Michigan, to Green Bay, Wiscon- 
sin, asked to be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the same, and that it be referred to 
the Committee on Roads and Canals; which was 
concurred in. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the memorial of George Dennett, for com- 
pensation for services performed while naval offi- 
cer at Portsmouth, New Hampshire, reported a 
bill for the relief of George Dennett, of Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire; which was read and ordered to 
a second reading. 

Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to which was referred the petition of 
Amelia Sophia Catherine Wetmore, asked to be 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
same, and that it be referred to the Committee on 
Pensions; which was concurred in. 

CORRECTION. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. I ask the indulgence of 
the Senate for a moment, for the purpose of making 
a personal explanation. In the Union, of this 
morning, Lam represented as saying: 

“Mr. Whitcomb said that he bad voted in the majority 
for the purpose of moving a reconsideration.” 

[n making this explanation, I am far from attrib- 
uting any error to the reporter. I intended to 
apply the vote to the item in relation to the appro- 
priation for the Patent Office building, and I voted 
with the majority for that purpose. While I am 
up, I will state that I offered that amendment not 
with a view of interfering with any existing con- 
tract, or opposing compensation for any labor 
performed under such contract, but chiefly with 
the view of opposing the making of any further 
contract without the sanction of Congress. 

Mr. FOOTE. Irise to solicit the indulgence 
of the Senate while | also make a correction. In 
the National Intelligencer, of the 16th, I am rep- 
resented as using language which | did not use, 
and which is exactly the reverse of what I did say, 
in reference to an amendment offered by the Sen- 
ator from Iowa. It reads as follows: 


“ I opposed this amendment a few days ago, and should do 
so again, had it not been for the salisfactory explanation of 
my friend from lowa.” 


What I endeavored to say was, that I had 
examined the circumstances connected with this 
amendment before it was brought forward; that I 
was perfectly satisfied that the amendment ought 
to pass, and that, after the satisfactory explanation 
which had been given by the honorable Senator 
from lowa, I deemed it my duty to give it my sup- 
port. That is what I said. I do not wish to be 
understood by the good people of Minnesota, as 
being opposed to their wishes, or in any way act- 
ing 1n an unkind manner towards them, 

hile I am up, I will remark thatit is much to 


be regretted that the reporters have not such ac- 
commodations as will enable them to hear and 
report correctly what is said. Senators are fre- 
quently unavoidably misrepresented, and are 
obliged to get up.in their places here, and correct 
these mistakes;- unintentionally and unavoidably 
made, in consequence of the reporters not being 
located where.they-can hear to advantage. I make | 
these remarks with the view of quickening action 
in regard to providing better accommodation for 
the reporters. . - Ra 


CUSTOM HOUSE AT MOBILE. 


‘Mr. KING. ` Frise for the purpose of offering 
a resolution that relates to the erection of a custom- 
house at Mobile, in the State of Alabama. Itisa 
curious fact with regard to that’place, that, while 
almost every town of any magnitude in the Union 
has had large appropriations for the erection of 
buildings necessary, for the collection of the cus- 
toms, no amount has been appropriated to erect 
suitable buildings for that purpose in that place. 
The whole amount that has been appropriated for 
the erection of a building and the purchase of a 
lot, some twenty years: ago, was $21,500. And 
with that amount they have struggled on, with a 
rickety building, which has to be propped up to 
prevent its falling down. It has, however, now 
become necessary to call the attention of Congress 
to the necessity of erecting proper buildings for 
this purpose. While I do this, I will take the 
liberty of stating that the exports from Mobile 
amount to a greater sum than in any city in this 
Union, with the exception of the cities of New York 
and New Orleans. Itisthe third exporting city. 
in the Union. In cotton alone we send out some 
450,000 bales. The aggregate amount of the ex- 
ports will not fall short of twenty millions. I have 
had occasion to know that the expenditure already 
made with regard to Boston, New York, and 
other places of less commercial importance than 
Mobile, exceeds millions of dollars. New York 
is a very great exporting city, and,there has been 
a heavy expenditure there for the erection of a 
proper building. Charleston, in South Carolina, 
has large exports, but not equal to those of Mobile; 
and in that city they are erecting a custom-house 
at a great expense. $240,000 was appropriated 
last session for that purpose. Now, 1 have no 
objection to the erection of a proper custom-house 
there. It is wanted, and ought to be erected. 
The appropriation for Savannah, whose exports 
are more than athird less than those of Mobile, 
was, | belicve, $95,000 for the erection of a custom- 
house, and the expenditure will be considerably 
more. At Portland, in Maine, where the exports 
are trifling compared with those of Mobile, we 
have appropriated already $149,000 for the erection 
of a custom-house, and how much more will be 
required, gentlemen living in that section of the 
Union can determine better than | can. 

Mr. HAMLIN. We have purchased a build- 
ing already erected. 

Mr. KING. i merely draw the attention of 
the Senate to these facts to show that Mobile has 
been greatly neglected; and that at the present 
time such is the insecurity of the building, besides 
being very limited in its extent, that unless some- 
thing is done business cannot be carried on, and 
those engaged in attending to the business of the 
customs in that place are daily liable to have their 
brains dashed out by the falling of the building. 
I submit the resolution to the Senate, and move 
that it be referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


Resolved, 'T'hat the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation 
for the erection ofa custom-house at Mobile, in the State of 
Alabama. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I wish to say 
one word in reply to what has been said by the 
Senator from Alabama. ldo not think our legis- 


erection of custom-houses. It is true that a very 
splendid and expensive building has been erected 
in Boston, not costing, as I understood the honor- 
able Senator from Alabama to say, millions of 
dollars, but about a million, or not far from that 
sum. 

Mr. KING. I did not say that the custom- 
house in Boston cost millions, but that millions 
had been expended on that and other custom- 
houses. 

Mr. DAVIS. The large expenditure grows out 
of this fact, both in relation to Boston and New 


York, and more especially in relation to New 


lation has been very judicious in regard to the | 


Orleans; for he custom-house at New York cost 
more.than that at Boston, and that at New Orleans 
cost more than at any other place, for it cost, I 
believe, about two millions of dollars. But this is 
the way of these large expenditures. We begin 
with the erection of a building, for very good and 
necessary purposes, by making suitable appro- 
priations for the end designed. In the next place, 
we apply to an architect to furnish us ‘with a plan 
of the building, and next we decide upon the ma- 
terial of which itis to be constructed; and all these 
points are left to be settled after the first act for 
an appropriation has been passed; and then, and 
not till then, have you any knowledge of the prob- 
able expense. The error consists in not beginning 
with some suitable plan of operation, so as to de- 
termine and settle the expense. Iam in favor of 
extending this accommodation to all those places 
where there is occasion for them as speedily as 
we can do so. I would give them reasonable 
accommodation; but I have never thought it very 
wise to build palaces. for custom-houses. I have 
never thought that the interests of the country de- 
manded it. I believe that at Boston there are no 
more accommodations than are necessary. My 
friend from Alabama does not recollect that seven 
millions of dollars are annually collected at that 
port—a larger sum than is collected at the port of 
New York. They need these large accommoda- 
tions for the purpose of carrying on their busi- 
ness, and the only objection to them is, that they 
are rather extravagant in their character. I make 
no objection to the resolution going to the com- 
mittee. They have already had this subject under 
consideration, in regard to another place, where a 
custom-house is perhaps not more necessary than 
it is at Mobile. ; 
The resolution was then adopted. 
THE MAIL FROM NEW YORK TO CHAGRES. 
Mr. DOWNS. I offer a resolution that relates 
to a contract with the naval department of the 
Government, for carrying the mail in steamers 
from New York, by way of Charleston, Savannah, 
and New Orleans,,to Chagres, Itis stated by the 
Secretary of the Navy, in his admirable report, 
that the contractors have failed to comply with 
their contract in some respects, and it intimates 
that there are other difficulties in carrying out the 
contract which will prevent its fulfillment. In ad- 
dition to this information, there are serious com- 
plaints from the merchants and the people of New 
Orleans of the violation of the contract by these 
contractors. In order, however, to have authen- 
tic and full information on the subject before the 
Senate at the proper time, when the general ap- 
propriation bill comes up, I offer this resolution, 
calling on the Secretary of the Navy to submit to 
the Senate such further information in relation to 
this matter as may be in his possession. As this 
is merely a resolution of inquiry, I ask the unani- 
mous consent of the Senate to proceed to the con- 
sideration of it now. 
The resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 
report to the Senate whether the contractor for the New Or- 
leans and Chagres line of mail steamers, who “ bound him- 
‘self to establish a line of steamships, to consist of at least 
‘five vessels, for the transportation of the United States 
‘mail from New York to New Orleans, twice a month and 
‘back, touching at Charleston, (if practicable,) Savannah, 
‘and Havana, and from Havana to Chagres and back twice 
‘a month; that two of the steamships should be completed 
‘and ready for service on the Ist day of October, 1848, and 
£ should be of the burden of not less than fifteen hundred 
t tons,” has complied with his contract; and, if not, 
whether his failure to do so, and the litigation in which he 
has been engaged with his assignees, will be calculated to 
embarrass aud postpone the final completion of the vessels 
contracted for, if not to endanger the ultimate fulfillment of 
the contract with the Government, and are not of sucha 
nature as to authorize and require that said contract should 
be declared by the Government null and void; and whether 
the action of Congress be necessary to carry such purpose 
into effect; and to report such other information touching 
said contract as may be useful to Congress. 


Mr. DICKINSON. This is much more than 
a mere resolution of inquiry. I object to it be- 
cause it asks the Secretary of the Navy to give 


his opinion whether Congress ought not to declare 
the contract v@id. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Objection being 
made, this resolution lies on the table one day, 
under the rules. 

LAND TITLES IN CALIFORNIA. 
_ Mr. FELCH submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior communi- 


eate to the Senate the report of William Cary Jones, made 


1850. 
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by him as sp-cial agent appointed to examine and report 
upon the subject of land titles in California. 
NOTICE OF A BILL, 

Mr. BENTON gave notice that he would to- 
morrow, or at some subsequent day, ask leave to 
introduce a joint resolution in relation to the use 
of water-rotted hemp in the navy of the United 
States. : 

BLACK WARRIOR RIVER PLANK ROAD. 

Mr. CLEMENS, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to authorize 
the corporation of the city of Tuscaloosa to con- 
vey a part of the margin of the Black Warrior 
river to a plank road company; which having 
been read a first and second time by its title, 

Mr. CLEMENS said: Mr. President, I ask a 
further suspension of the rule for the purpose of 
putting this bill upon its passage. It is a matter 
which concerns no one beyond the limits of Ala- 
bama. In 1824 the Congress of the United States 
granted certain lots or commons, on the margin of 
the Black Warrior river, to the city of Tusca- 
loosa, with a reservation that they should be held 
for the use and benefit of the citizens, in per- 
petuity, and that the corporate authorities should 
have no power to lease or sell them. A charter 
has been granted to a plank road company, and it 
is proposed to make the Warrior river at Tusea- 
loosa its terminus, This bill simply gives to the 
city of Tuscaloosa the right to lease sufficient 
ground to enable them to establish a warehouse 
and landing at that point, 

The bill wns then considered as in Committee 
of the Whole. 

Mr. KING. I trust there will be no objection 
to the passage of this bill. The margin of this 
river belongs to the corporation of Tuscaloosa. It 
is not intended by this bill to sell, but merely to 
lease it to this plank road company, whose road 
will penetrate the mineral regions, coal being 
found above it, and iron ore in abundance. It is 
necessary to go through these lots down to where 
the water is navigable, because, if they cannot 
get a depôt there, the object of building the road 
will be defeated, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I perceive that there is 
no limitation in the bill as to the length of time the 
lease is to be granted. There ought to be some 
limit—say twenty or thirty years, or make it nine 
hundred and ninety-nine years, if you please, 
which would in effect be equivalent to a perpetual 
sale, 

Mr. KING. We can, I am sure, trust the 
Town Council of Tuscaloosa not to do anything 
that will injure the interests of the United States. 
Į do not know how long the*plank road will be 
kept up; but the moment it ceases, the reservation 
«will revert to the United States. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. If there are any reser- 
vations on behalf of the Government, of which I 
am perfectly ignorant, they should be stated in 
the bill; for I perceive that this bill proposes to 
grant an unlimited lease, which will be equiva- 
lent to a sale in perpetuity. I therefore made the 
suggestion, ignorant as l was of the original res- 


ervation, ifany; for I thought it might be proper | 


to put some restriction upon this grant. It may 
seem an interference on my part with the local 
concerns of this place, but I merely throw out 
this suggestion, because I am ignorant of what 
interest the Government of the United States has 
in this matter. It seems to me it would have been 
better to have referred the subject to some stand- 
ing committee, so that it may be investigated. 

There being no amendment offered, the bill was 
reported back to the Senate, ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading, and was subsequently 
read a third time and passed. 


THE SELECT COMMITTEE OF THIRTEEN. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the special order, being the motion of the Senator 
from Mississippi, [Mr. Foors,] to refer the reso- 
lutions of the Senator from Tennessee [Mr. Bett] 
and of the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Cay] to 
a committee of thirteen. 

The VICE PRESIDENT announced the first 
question to be on the amendment of the Senator 
from Missouri, a modification òf which by Mr. 
Cray he had accepted. 

The amendment, as originally proposed by the 
Senator from Missouri, was in these words: 

Provided, That nothing in the motion shall be construed 
80 as to affirm the existence of any power in Congress over 
the four following points + 


1. The abolition of slavery within the States. 

2. The suppression of the slave trade between the States. 

3. ‘The abolition of slavery within the foris, arsenals, 
dock-yards, and navy-yards of the United States. 

4. The abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia. 

The Senator from Kentucky proposed to amend 
so that it should read— 

Provided That nothing in the reference shall be so con- 
strued as to assert or imply the existence of any power 
whatever in Congress for the abolition by Congress of 
slavery within the States; nor to authorize the suppression 
by Congress of the slave trade between the States; nor that 
Congress ought to abolish slavery in the forts, arsenals, dock- 
yards and navy-yards of the United States ; nor that Congress 
ought to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia. 


Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, I desire to offer 
an amendment to the amendment proposed by the 
Senator from Missouri. It will be recollected by 
the Senate that the Senator from Missouri pro- 
posed an amendment, when this subject was last 
before the Senate, to restrict the committee in its 
consideration of these resolutions to thirteen topics, 
which are enumerated in his motion; and that | 
afterwards moved an amendment to that amend- 
ment, which the Senator from Missouri accepted. 
Therefore, the amendment as it now stands is the 
one which 1 proposed to modify, and which the 
Senator from Missouri has accepted. I now wish 
to propose an amendment to the proposition as 
modified by the Senator from Missouri. 

The amendment which I now propose is to 
strike out all the propositions of the Senator from 
Missouri, after the word “ provided,” and insert 
the following: 

“That the Senate does not deem it necessary to express 
or advance any opinion, or to give any instructions, either 
general or specific, for the guidance of the said committee.” 

Mr. President, I will make a single remark, 
The amendment of the Senator from Missouri, as 
it now stands, proposes to declare that Congress 
possesses no power upon certain subjects therein 
mentioned. Such a declaration on the part of the 
Senate, it seems to me, is wholly unnecessary, as 
the Senate would, by a unanimous voice, declare 
the belief that Congress has no power to abolish 
slavery in the several States, and so forth. 1 
think it, therefore, useless as it at present stands; 
and I propose this amendment, declaring that the 
Senate does not deem it necessary, in advance, to 
express any opinion or give any instructions what- 
ever to the committee. I hope the amendment 
may be adopted. 

Mr. BENTON. Mr. President, the amend- 
ment which is called that of the Senator from 
Missouri is the amendment of the Senator from 
Kentucky himself, which was accepted by the 
Senator from Missouri on Thursday last in a 
spirit of compromise. The Senator from Ken- 
tucky now proposes to amend his own amendment 
by rubbing it all out. Why, sir, I will withdraw 
it, and fall back upon my own original amend- 
ment, which | will undertake to get through, if I 
can, and I will call for the yote upon each point. 
l withdraw that amendment. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The amendment 
of the Senator from Missouri having been with- 
drawn, the amendments‘to that amendment fall 
with it. 

Mr. BENTON. Mr. President, I now offer 
my own amendment— 


‘t Provided, That nothing in this reference shall be con- 
strued to authorize the said committee to take into consid- 
eration anything that relates co either of the four following 
subjects: 

“J. ‘Fhe abolition of slavery within the States. 

“2. The suppression of the slave trade between the 
States. 

“3. The abolition of slavery within the forts, 
dock-yards, and navy yards of the United States. 

“4, The abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia. 

“And provided further, That said committee shall not 
take into consideration any questions relating to the subject 
of domestic slavery in the United States whieh shail not be 


arsenals, 


| specially referred to them by order of the Senate.” 


Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, I now move my 
amendment, as just now proposed, to the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Missouri. Strike out 


all after the word “provided,” and insert the fol- 


lowing: 

+ That the Senate does not deem it necessary to express 
in advance any opinion, or to give any instructions, either 
general or specific, for the guidance of ihe said committee.” 


Mr. CASS. It seems to me that the two 
amendments are in conflict. Do I understand that 
the amendment of the Senator from Kentucky is 
to be a substitute for the amendment of the Sena- 
tor from Missouri? 

Mr. CLAY. Certainly. 

Mr. BENTON. I rise with great reluctance 
and deference to the honorable Senator from Ken- 


tacky, who is confessedly one of -the. best skilled 
parliamentarians, and -perhaps is equal in. that 
respect to any in America or Europe—I say, it 
is with great deference that I would suggest that 
he is not proceeding parliamentarily, when. he 
offers such a resolve as that is, and calis it- an 
amendment. Ido not think it can come ander 
the name, style, or description of an amendment 
atall. The object of it can be attained in a par- 
liamentary way by voting down the proposition I 
have submitted. “An amendment is to improve a 
thing, to make it better; but here is a design. to 
obtain a resolution from the Senate declaring that 
they will not act upon the subject at all. Now, 
Mr. President, it is my intention, before we go 
into the question of amendments, in consequence 
of what was communicated yesterday as to the 
absence of a portion of the Senate on Monda 
next, to bring a motion before the Senate, which I 
communicated yesterday. Half a dozen Senators 
are to be absent by order of the Senate, and it fol- 
lows of course that no question in which the 
States they represent are interested will be taken 
up during that time. If half a dozen members of 
the Senate go away on Monday on a mission that 
must keep them away one or two weeks, it will be 
one week or two weeks—no one can tell how 
long—before angthing that concerns. California 
can again be taken up in the Senate. Now, we 
have three days and a half of this week to work 
in, and, during these three days and a half, it 
seems to me that what concerns California can be 
disposed of one way or the other, and before these 
gentlemen go away that State will have a decision 
upon her application for admission. If anything 
is done which prevents a decision upon her ap- 
plication, it stands over for one or two weeks 
more, in addition to the eight weeks which have 
already elapsed since the President communicated 
his message with the’ constitution of California. 
It is my desire, Mr. President, after having lost 
eight weeks, to avoid the loss of two more, which 
will be a dead loss, because we cannot touch the 
subject during that time, and all of us are suff- 
ciently acquainted with what happens in parlia- 
mentary bodies, when anything 1s laid down for 
two weeks and gets cold. When you take it up 
again, you take it up de novo, and give us a re- 
hash of everything that has been said before, with 
the addition of as much more as has been thought 
of in the mean time. To proceed ina way which 
will not bring the Senate to a decision upon the 
admission of California this week, is to make a 
dead loss of two more weeks, to be followed by 
as many more weeks as the. discussion may last. 
I feel it to be my duty, in consequence of what 
was communicated to the Senate yesterday, and 
have made up my mind accordingly, to move, be- 
fore we enter into the question of the committee, 
to take up the bill No. 169, reported by the Com- 
mittee on Territories, for the admission of the 
State of California, l deem it my duty to make 
that motion, upon the belief that, having had this 
subject upon our hands, in some shape or other, 
since the meeting of the Senate in December—after 
having had the question of the admission of Cali- 
fornia, in some shape, upon our minds the whole 
of that time, we shall be able, in the three or four 
remaining days of this week, to act upon it in one 
way or another, if ouraction is confined to that 
bill, and nothing else. 

Now, sir, 1 will read that bill, and let the Senate 
see how brief and to the point it is, and how com- 
prehensive are the points which the bill contains. 
They are these, sir: "hat the State of California 
shall be and she is hereby declared to be one of 
the United States of America, on an equal footing 
with the original States in all respects ‘whatever. 
That is the whole bill, as far as it respects the 
admission of California, and it is drawn in plain 
terms, according to the early precedents of our 
Government. The number of words is about the 
same as those used in the time of Washington, in 
the cases of Vermont, Kentucky, and Tennessee. 
Then just about the same number of terms were 
employed, and the same identical questions were 
presented. That is all that relates to the admission 
of the State. Then the second section of the bill, 
which might be here or any where else, provides 
that, until the representation in Congress shall be 
apportioned according to the enumeration of the 
inhabitants of the United States, the State of Cali- 
fornia shall be entitled to two representatives in 
Congress. 
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Six, from there to there is the whole bill~not 
half a'spin-by my hanid, which is nota lange span 


either, Now; -sir, itis my opinion—and Í shall | 
makea motion to that effect, and ask the yeasand | 
nays: upon. itchat if-the Senate willlay down the | 
motion which is now b: fore them, and postpone 
other-anhjects, and proceed to the consideration of 
this bill fer the admission.of California, we can 
finish it this week, while we have. the benefit of the | 
presence of:those gentlemen who willbe absent next | 
week, under-the order of the Senate... Weshall save 
a:great.deal of time, besides doing- what is proper 
in itself with regard to: this. subject; that is, to ad- 
mit California as.aseparate measure. Af, on the 
contrary; Mr. President, this motion shall not pre- - 


which prolong the-admission of California into the 
Union, Sir, f made a proposition to that Senator 
on Friday last, 1 think, which į will renew to- 
day: Let this committee be appointed without 
farther opposition; which. opposition, I think, 
will be found to’ be wholly unavailing, and to be 
productive of no consequence but that of an ad- 
Uitional consumption of time, Let opposition to 
the appointment of the committee be withdrawn; 


mission.of California be réported and acted upon 
in the Senate. Sir, when taken up, I have already 


io propose as an athendmentto thar bill provisions 
to give territorial governments to the two new ter- 


vail,and wego.on with:the motion for raising acom- .| 
mittee, there. will be sometime inevitably taken up 
bythe consideration of ‘that motion;and after that is | 
decided, the cormmittee:of thirteen will necessarily 
be required by the imposing gravity of their mission, 


to consider it some lengrh of time before they report. || 


Dr. Franklin, sir, in his wisdom—and his wisdom 
was such that itpicked out whatever was wise or 
even decorous in the conduct of nations or individ- 
uats—relntes an anecdote of an Indian chief, who, 
when called upon to signa treaty of peace considered 
it disrespectful to answer any propositions which 
were made to-him till the next dag, in order that he 
might seem, at least, to have considered the ques- 
tion. On the principle of the action.of this Indian 
chief, who took one night to seem to consider a | 
question which he was to decide upon, this com- 
mittee of thirteen, acting under such impressive 
circumstances, with nothing less than the salvation 
of the Union in. its hands, will have to consider 
many nights ‘before they can come back and tell 
us they have performed the duty which the Senate 
gave them, If they return incontinently, the 


Senate may suppose they had not considered itat | 


all; or, what might be supposed much more ma- 


terial, that they bad considered it beforehand, and | 


that it therefore was a solemn farce to go out and 
come back with what, in the vernacular, had been 
“ cut and dried” beforeband, They must consider; 
they are obliged to consider a week, perhaps two 
or three weeks, under such grave circumstances as 
they will be placed in. Here, then, is to be a great 
deal of lost time, if the proposed committee is 
raised. This week is gone beyond all question; 
and the committee will need that, and perhaps all 


the time. while others may be absent, to consider. i 


Any attempt, then, Mr. President, to go on and 
raise a committee, Í consider as a postponement of 
the question for weeks, and then to stand the 
chance of being brought forward incumbered with 
questions which do not belong to it, and which 
must necessarily give rise to debate here, and pos- 
sibly. a disagreement between the two Houses; 


| ritoriés without the Wilmot proviso. - But, sir, 
i short as that bill is, not occupying more space 


which it is, even ‘supposing the rejection of my 
proposition? He talks about early precedents, 
If he means to refer to eatly precedents for the 
| admission of new States, we shall violate all of 
| them if California be admitted. For how were 
they admitted, from Ohio upward, but by the pas- 
sage of a previous law proposing certain arucles 
| of compact to the new States, which were to be 
‘assented to by a convention of the people of the 
new States, and brought here in the shape of a 
compact, binding and obligatory forever upon both 
| parues? How ts it with California? Why, upon 
| the subject of the public domain and the rights of 
the United States in California, if the bill were 
to pass in that Jittle, brief space, which the hon- 
orable Senator has read and exhibited to the Sen- 
ate, the consequence will be the loss of the public 
| domain in California, l know my honorable 
friend from lilmois, who has seen this objection 
to the bill, has turned his attention to it, and Í 
hope he wiil add to the valuable labors he has ren- 
dered the country and the Senate by proposing a 
suilable provision to protect the rights and 1n- 
terest of the United States in California. But if 
California be admitted at all, she can only. be ad- 
mitted by annexing the condition to the act for her 
admission, that nothing in that act shall contra- 
vene or impair the rights of the United States in 
the public domain, 1 confess that, although I 
have rather brought my mind to her admission, 
upon tre condition of the reservation of the rights 
of the United States in California, 1 do not think 
it quite equal to what it would be if it were a 
solemn compact between the people of California 
and the United States before it was admitted. 
Now, sir, the honorable Senator taiks of the 
delay which will ensue if the California bill be 
not now taken up and acted upon, as a com- 
mittee will in a few days Gepart upon a mel- 


and this long ‘delay may result in the loss of the 
California bill by the disagreement between the 
two Houses. I see nothing, sir, but long delay 
and imminent danger to the California bill, by pro- 
ceeding any further with this motion to refer to a 
commitnee. We have no need of it; we have the 
bill here, brief, pointed, exactly in the words in 
which the- bills ia all such cases were introduced in 
the-carly part of our history. 1 shall, therefore, 
make the motion which Í intended to make yester- ; 
day, that when the question shall be taken up this į 
day, before the pending amendment is gone into, | 
to lay the subject of raising a committee on the | 
table, for the purpose of taking up the bill No. 169, | 


for the admission of the State of California, and |j 


upon that motion I ask the yeas and nays. 
Mr. CLAY. Thope the honorable Senator from 
Missouri will withdraw his motion for a moment. 
Mr. BENTON. Oh, certainly, certainly; any- 


Mr, CLAY. With respect to the parliamentary: | 
objection made by the Senator from Missouri to 
my amendment, if he chooses to present that ob- | 
jection in form, I am ready to meet. The amend- į 
ment was drawn after the fullest consideration that ; 
I could give to any possible question of form that | 
might arise. 

Í pass that by, sir, Tt isa most unhappy non- i 
concurrence for poor California between the hon- 
orable Senator from Missouri and myself. He: 
wants California admitted. So do I. He regrets 


the lapse of time before her admission can take !! 
But it is a lie singular that | 


place; So do i. 
the honorable Senator himself—L must say it, in| 
all respect and deference—is one of the causes | 


| 
| 
Ar. A ; i forvia, does not admit California. 
thing in a spirit of compromise, except the com- i] 
promising of California away. i 
| 
i 
| 
i 


| ancholy occasion, and probably be absent about 
two weeks. He thinks we may get through with 
this in two or three days. Let all opposition to 
the appointment of the commitiee be withdrawn; 
let t be appointed; then we can take Up the Cali- 
fornia bill and act upon it. So that, really, l say, 
| without any intentional disrespect towards the 
Senator from Missouri, that he is prolonging the 
|admission of California in thus continuing to op- 
pose the appointment of this committee. 

Sir, let us look at all the facts connected with 
this matter. Suppose it were practicable to pass 
a bill for the admission of California with suitable 
guards and protection to the public property; sup- 
pose it were practicable to pass it this week; why, 
then, we must turn our attention to the condition 


Jof things in tbe other Flouse. The passage of a 


bill through the Senate, for the admission of Cali- 
lt must first, 
have the concurrence of the codrdinate branch of 
the National Legislature, and another codrdinate 
department of the Government. If we are to 


ji judge of the future by the past, | should be very 


happy to be perfectly assured that the other branch 
of the Legislature will be in a condition to trans- 
act the public business two weeks hence, If they 
consume anything like the amount of time in 


|; electing an officer to supply the place of the la- 


| mented individual who has died, as they did in 
organizing at first, it may be weeks before that 
body will even be prepared to act upon any bill. 
; Lam willing to give California a chance without 
our consuming ume. {t is so much waste of ume, 
sir, to object to the committee. Let opposition to 
the committee cease. Leet its fate be decided. If 
the Senate decide-against it, there will be an end 


Jet the committee be raised; Jet the bill for the ad- | 


intimated the purpose, which I shall not abandon, | 


than the honorable Senator’s hand, does he sup- i 
pose that bill is going to pass in the shape in | 


to it. But if there be a majority in favor of it, no 
dilatory proceedings, no parliamentary proceed- 
ings, no attempt to thwart the will of a majority 
of this Senate, (and | hope no such attempt will 
be made, and I charge no one with. making it,) 
will, I trust, finally prevail. Let us then go to 
work and act like men, talk less and.act more, and 
decide upon the question, and after that, take up 
the bill for the admission of California. That is 
my view of what we should do. 

Mr. BENTON. 1 propose the point of my ob- 
jection, if there be any point in it, to his specious 
amendment. My objection to it is, that it is a 
resolve to govern the conduct of the Senate; that 
it is an independent resolve to govern the conduct’ 
ofthe Senate. It has nothing to do with the busi- 
ness which is included in the motion, It is simply 
a resolve which can be introduced and considered 
by itself—a resolve, I repeat, to govern the con- 
duct:of. the Senate in their action upon a certain 
cage. In that point of view, it seems to me that 
what is called an amendment is not an amend- 
ment, but an independent resolve. 

But the Senator from Kentucky makes a propo- 
sition, or renews one made yesterday, and, in his 
extreme good nature, supposes that all parts. of the 
Senate are in the most amicable temper possible. 
It is nothing more nor Jess than thata jury should 
go out with the case, and after the jury has gone 
out.with it, the connsel and advocates may pro- 
ceed to argue it. That is his proposition, and 
whether the case is sent to a jury of twelve or 
thirteen, makes no difference. The jury of thir- 
teen is to go out in this case. Sir, it is nothing 
more nor less than a proposition to send a jury 
out with the case, and we have been sufficiently 
advertised of the fact that that jury is to consist of 
the distinguished and leading members of the Sen- 
ate. These distinguished and leading gentlemen 
will go out, and will deliberate upon the case, and 
while they are deliberating, why, the remainder— 
those perhaps who would necessarily full into the 
category of led members—may be amusing them- 
selves—with discussing the subject and presenting 
their views; and, whenever the jury of thirteen 
shall have made up their verdict, they wil come 
in, and whoever may happen to be upon his feet 
at the moment, will have to take his seat, and will 
be cut off exactly where he stood; the delivery of 
the verdict putting an end to the whole case he is 
arguing. This is rather a new proceeding in the 
Senate of the United States, and I object to the 
idea of sending out a jury with a case, and leav- 
ing other Senators here to argue it. 

The Senator from Kentucky, sir, charges me 
with occasioning albthe uelay in the admission of 
California. And how do | occasion it? By resist- 
ing a motion to send this question to a committee., 
Have | nota right to do that? If 1 have no right 
to do it, it is a question of order, which the Chair 
may decide; and if it is decided that I have no right, 
1 will sit down at once. But while I havea parlia- 
mentary right to proceed in a certain way, all 
effurts to deter me from proceeding, by throwing 
on me the blame of obstructing business, will be 
of no avail. But this is no novely. We have 
great examples for throwing the blame of being 
promoters of disturbances upon those who.are in- 
nocent. I believe, Mr. President, there were never 
more professions made in favor of peace, there 
were never more encomiums delivered upon peace, 
nor ever greater sentiments of devotion to peace 
utiered or professed by any being upon the face of 
the earth, than were uttered by him who was the 
greatestof warriors—the great emperor. He was 
always for peace; how, then, came he to be al- 
ways in war? Because, when his armies entered 
a country, the people would resist, and that made 
war, and made him adistarber of the peace which 
he was so auxious to preserve. That is exactly 
the way the great emperor got the name of being 
a disturver of the peace—the people would resist 


when his armies entered their country. All that 


| he asked of them was to submit; all that he 


asked was, that they should be quiets and let 


| his armies move over their country. They had 
i come for their good, and perhaps for something 


else. Yes, sir, when one of the ladies that George 
I, brought from Hanover, and afterwards made a 
duchess, was once passing through the sireets of 
London, she was hooted at, if not pelted; and when 
for the purpose of pacifying the mob, she declared 
she had come for their * goots,” meaning their 


good, one of the populace replied readily, supposing 


UBLI 


3ist CONGRESS, Ist SESSION. 


SATUR 


New. Serres.....No. 48. 


that goods were meant, “and for our chattels, 
too.” And.so of the great emperor; he entered 
ail those countries for the good of the people, and 
for their chattels also; and, as they did not choose 
to have good performed for them in that way, war 
was the result. ‘hey resisted, and thereby made 
- war, and made the emperor a disturber of the 
peace, lover of peace as he was. 


In the same identical manner, Mr. President, | 
with a parallelism which has been drawn here | 


Somewhat too close for a parody, the Senator 
from Kentucky charges me with delaying the ad- 
mission of California, because I resist where I 
have a right to resist; and more than that, where 
ï hold it to be my daty to resist, and where Lam 


sustained by sixty years of uninterrupted legislation || 


of the two Houses of Congress. Sir, three times 
messages for the admission of new States, pre- 
cisely under the same circumstances as those under 
which President Taylor sent in a message in this 
ease. Tennessee, Kentucky, and Vermont, were 
all admitted precisely under these circumstances, 
and upon the presentation of messages precisely 
like this, Five other States were admitted after- 
wards, under the same circumstances, and by 
messages of the Presidents of the time in which 


! for having a load upon his back; but when we 


those States were admitted, making eight in the | 


whole, being as near half as eight can be of seven- 


teen. i am doing what has been done for sixty 
years. Every State that has been admitted for. 


sixty years has been admitted in a bill by itself, ;; 


except in one single case, and then two were put | 


together in the same bill. Two States applied for 


admission at the same time, and had no more | 
right than California now has, for they made their | 


constitutions for themselvés, without the previous 
authonity of Congress. 
aright to do, what I feel it to be my duty to do, 
what sixty years of legislation justifies me in 


I am doing what I have | 


doing; and while this is the case, it will be lost | 


labor to undertake to scare me off the track by 
saying that lam obstructing legislation on the 
subject. 

The honorable Senator from Kentucky has said 
on several occasions, and repeated it again here 
to-day, that California will come in sooner if all 
these subjects be taken together, exciting as they 
appear. Come in sooner! Now, it is hard for 
me to conceive that the Senator has an insight 
into this matter which I have not. Though I pro- 


| 
i 
i 
| 
| 
i 


fess to be able, when I have a view of things, to ! 


see as far into a millstone as he that picks it, yet I 


come to look at what is proposed to California, 
we shall find she has not only three hundred 
pounds upon her back, but we shall have a hun- 
dred pounds to tie to each leg, and still a pretty 
considerable weight to tie to the tail. I should 
like to see how California would run with three 
hundred pounds upon her back, and a hundred to 
each leg, and fifty pounds to the tail. It will bea 


| Strange thing for the people of California to learn 


that, in the opinion of the American Senate, their 


_ State is to run faster precisely in proportion as she 


is loaded down. 
I have been occupied, Mr. President, wholly 


i with the preliminary question of laying this reso- 


j 


cannot see the pickers here. The Senator from 
Kentucky undertakes to say that these things wil 


go on, and California will come in sooner, if she | 


is mixed up with all these foreign questions— 
foreign to her certainly. Now, he certainly un- 
derstands what he says. I do not. 


could go by itself. There may be a question in 
this, as to the public lands. I here repeat what Í 
said the other day, that when the question of the 


admission of the State is up before the Senate, it | 
will be proper to discuss the question of admission, | 
and then I shall expect the Senator from Hllinois, | 
who has reported this bill, to satisfy me and the | 


_Senate upon this point. It will be sufficient time 


to discuss that, when we come to discuss the bill. | 
The supposition is, that the bill is to go faster | 


when complicated and leaded with all these sub 
jects than it can go alone, There is something in 
that which is inexplicable to me. 1 know there is 


an idea, which may be called vernacular, prevalent i 


I do not |} 
understand why one subject, complicated with af | 
immense number of others, is to go faster than it | 
|: I expressed. 
| Hlinois, 1 may rejoice if the Senator from Ken- 
f tucky, or the Senator from Alabama, would suc- 


in some parts of the country, that a horse can pull $; 


stronger if he has a weight upon his back, and I 
have often seen large packs with twe or three 
bushels of grain upon a horse’s back while he was 
straining every nerve in pulling a load up hill 
The argument was, that it kept the backbone 
straight, and enabled him to draw directly agains 
the centre of every joint. [Laughter] That was 
done in the case of drawing; but this is a case of 
running. California has to run, and as it seems 
to me she has to run the gauntlet and a long line. 
{ never heard it supposed that a horse ran faster 


' We have now three full days remaining of this 


lution upon the table, and postponing its consider- 


| 3 ‘ation for the purpose of taking up the California 
Washington, the Father of his Country, sent inj) 


bill. Tam not arguing the admission of California; 
I have not got to that. I am not arguing the 
motions which will be made to amend the motion 


: to send out this committee; much less, sir, am [ 
| arguing the question of such a committee at all. 


All these things are in advance of what I want. | 


i All that I want, as I have made known, is to put | 
| this ina shape which will admit of no dispute. | 


The question is now as to the delay, the almost | 
indefinite delay, with the chance of eventually 
losing the admission between the two Houses. 


week, and I think, if we proceed, we can in these 
three days come to a decisive vote on the California | 
bill, and in doing that, we shall have washed our | 
hands and done our duty; and it will then be for 
the House of Representatives todo their duty, a 
thing with which we have nothing to do. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, when the ob- i! 
jection was raised the other day, by the Senator 


from Alabama, that if the bill reported by the 
Committee on Territories was passed, all the public | 
lands within the limits of that State would be lost 
to the Government, would belong to the State of 
California, I promised the Senate that when that 
bill should be taken up, I would vindicate the bill 


entirely frorn all apprehensions on that score; and | 


that, if 1 could not do it by argument, I would 
certainly do it by amendment. I had hoped, 
therefore, that criticisms upon that part of the bill 


would have been deferred, and that the public | 


mind would not have been prejudiced by’ allusions 
to that supposed defect, until the California bill 
came up for consideration. It has, however, been 
alluded to, and the high authority of the Senator 
from Kentucky has been given to sanction the 
correctness of the opinion expressed by the Sena- 
tor from Alabama. 
Sir, I hold myself entirely capable of removing ! 


i all apprehensions upon that point, on reference to 
| well-established authorities—a large number of |; 


cases, forming such a current of authority, as F 

apprehend, that no one, after investigating the facts | 
can question the correctness of the opinion which | 
Sir, as a Senator from the State of | 


ceed in maintaining the position that they have 
here assumed in regard to California. 
sition be correct, I am prepared to show that this 
Government owes the State of Illinois nineteen 
millions of dollars, for lands sold within that State, | 
and that fifteen miliions of acres of unsold lands, 
held by the Government of the United States! 
within the limits of that State, now belong to the | 
State of Ilinois. 
ernment owes Ohio twenty millions, and owes In 
diana twenty-one millions; and other States large 
sams, to the amount of ninety odd millions of dol- 


i: lars, for lands soid within those States, the money 
for which has been received by this Government, 
| when the proceeds belonged to those States, if the 


position assumed by the honorable Senators from 
Alabama and Kentucky be correct. 

Mr. FOOTE. I rise to a question of order. 
But if my friend from Mlinois desires to make only 
a few remarks in vindication of his bill, 1 will cer- 
tainly withdraw it. If, however, he designs ex- 
tending his remarks, I feel bound, as the proposer 
of this resolution, to insist upon the point of order. 


i Mr. DOUGLAS. 


IF that po- ii way of precaution, I am prepared to offer an 


Yes, sir, and.also that this Gov- | 


Mr. DOUGLAS. { will state the limit of my 
| remarks, and the Chair can then decide. I pro- 
| pose to extend. my remarks just so far, and not 

one iota further, than is necessary to reply to the 
; charge made by the Senator from Kentucky. 

Mr. FOOTE. I understood the honorableSen- 
ator from Kentucky to throw out a simple sugges~ 
tion, which may or may not have been in order, 
accompanied by the additional suggestion to the 
f Senator from Illinois, which f thought in order. 
: Now, sir, my point of ofder is, that it is not in 
| order, on the question now before the Senate. to go 
ii Into the discussion of the general question. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ltis the opinion of 
| the Chair that the remarks made by the Senator 
i from Illinois [Mr. Dovenas] were foreign to the 
| question under consideration, and consequently 
| out of order. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I will refrain, then, from any 
expression of opinion on the pointon which I was 
proceeding to address the Senate. 

Mr. HALE. I move that the Senator from Il- 
linois have liberty to proceed. 

Mr. FOQTE. If he desires it, I will not inter- 

pose any objection. 
i Mr. DOUGLAS. I do not desire the Senate to 
| depart from its usage on my account. The Sena- 
tor from Kentucky was simply arguing a position, 
| with the best of motives, which I thought would 
throw an imputation ‘upon me as the chairman of 
ia committee. Hence I thought it my duty to my- 
self and to my committee to vindicate the Califor- 
‘nia bill from that imputation. And if the motion 
| of the Senator from Missouri prevails, I shall take 
the floor and make that vindication. If not, I 
shall feel bound to do it on this resolution, when 
the subject comes up in the course of debate. 

Mr. FOOTE. [rise to make a personal expla- 
nation. I trust my friend from Ilinois will under- 
| atand that if I had not considered that he had 
‘already combated with considerable effect the 
| suggestions thrown out by the honorable Senator 
|i from Kentucky and other Senators—if I had not 
|| considered the war about even—I would not have 
i raised the point of order. 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, I wish to make a 
| single remark. I certainly expressed. no deliber- 
ately formed. opinion whether the admission of 
| California, without any provision as to. the dispo- 
sition of the public Jands of the United. States in 
that State, would prevent the United States from 
holding the public domain there located. But, sir, 
notwithstanding all that has been said, I shall 
| insist,as a precautionary measure, that some clause 
| be inserted declaring the retention by the Govern- 
| ment of the United States of the public lands in 
| California. 


j 
l 
i 
i 
i 


! 
i 
i 
| 


lt is net necessary, however, to go 
j into the discussion of the subject now. I trust 
the honorable Senator from Hilinois, at the proper 
| time, will enlighten us on the pointi For myself, 
I should be glad that the enactment of such a law 
would not be necessary. 
I would state to the honor- 
| able Senator from Kentucky, that although I am 
| prepared to show that it is unnecessary, yet, by: 


| amendment, which { hold in my hand, to remove 
1 every doubt onthe subject. But I can show that 
‘such an amendment will not be necessary. 

i Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, what is the 
i question before the Senate? 

| ‘The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the motion to amend submitted by the Senator 
| from Kentucky, (Mr. Cuay.] 

Mr. BENTON. I withdrew my motion to lay 
i this subject on the table, in order to give the Sen- 
iator from Kentucky an opportunity to say a few 
! words. Other Senators also embraced the oppor- 
| tunity. 

| Mr. BUTLER. I do not rise to make any ré- 
marks, J merely wish to know whether the mo- 
‘tion of the honorable Senator from Missouri, to 
i take up the California bill alone, or the amend- 
l ment offered by the Senator from Kentucky, be 


pending? 
The VICE PRESIDENT. There can be no 
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motion. to take up the. California bill until the ques- 
tion now. before the Senate be disposed of. 
‘Mr: BENTON. 1 move to lay this subject on 
the table, for the purpose of taking up the Califor- 
nia bill, and on that motion Lask the yeas and 


nays... i ; A 
: The gueztion was then taken on the motion to 
tày the subject on the table, and it was rejected, as 
follows: — : : ; 
_ YEAS—Messrs..Baldwin, Benton, Bradbury, Chase, 
Clarke, Corwin, Davis of Massaclinsetts, Dayton, Dodge of 
Towa, Dodge of Wisconsin, Douglas, Felch, Greene, Hate, 
Hamlin,. Jones, Milter, Norris, Phelps, Seward; Shields, 
Smith, Walker and Webster—24. x ESS 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Borland, Bright, 
Butler, Cass, Olay, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Dickin- 
son, Downs, Foote, Hunter, ‘King, Mangum, Mason, Mor- 
ion, Pearce, Rusk, Sebastian, Soulé, Spraance, Sturgeon, 
Turney, Underwood, Whitcomb, and Yulee—28. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. F suppose it will now be’ in 
order for me: to conclude the remarks I had com- 


‘menced. 
< The VICE PRESIDENT. The objection was 
made. to the relevancy of the speech. 

_ Mr. DOUGLAS. Well if the objection is, that 
on this motion to refer, my remarks are not rele- 
vant, I desire to be heard. - 

Mr. MANGUM. I understand the question 
now to be on the motion of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That is the only 
question before the Senate now. per 

Mr. DOUGLAS. But! desire to call the atten- 
tion of the Chair to this fact. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair certainly 
will be pleased to hear the question. 

‘Mi. DOUGLAS. Here is a motion to refer the 
resolutions offered by the Senator from Tennessee 
to a committee, with certain instructions. Now, 
these resolutions, and the motion to refer, include 
the whole question of the admission of California 
into the Union. 

Mr. FOOTE. Irise toa point of order. There 
is nothing to which he refers now before the Sen- 


ate. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. 1 am disc 
order now before the Senate. 
Mr. MANGUM. The point of order has been 
decided by the Chair. 
“Mr. FOOTE. Is it then in order for the Sena- 
tor to discuss it without an appeal? 


ussing a point of 


and. scope for the diseussion of anything which 
may grow out of these questions. 
purpose of making this suggestion that I endea- 
vored to get the floor before, in the confident 
opinion that when the Chair came to look atthe 
question in this view, it would reverse the previous 
decision, and decide that thé question was debata- 
ble under the aspect in which it was presented to 
the Senate. 


tain motion is made to refer a certain subject to a 
committee. An amendment is proposed by the 
Senator from Missouri to except from: that refer- 
ence certain specified topics, and I propose an 


it was for the 


Mr. CLAY. Iltisa very simple case.. A cer- 


amendment to his amendment. Now what is be- 
fore thè Senate? Nothing whatever at present 
that you may legitimately arrive at, but the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Missouri and my amend- 
ment to that amendment. Now, neither the prop- 
osition of the Senator ffom Missouri nor mine, 
refers to the condition of California at all, or to 
the mode in which she should be admitted into 
the Union. But I beg to say to the Senator from 
Hlinois, that I think he displays more anxiety than 
is requisite on this subject. He may be prepared 
to discuss the question whether it is necessary to 
admit California with or without a condition; 
others may not be so prepared. I have not looked 
enough into the subject to form a deliberate opin- 
ion, and when the bill comes up, then it will be 
time to discuss. the whole subject. And with re- 
gard to referring to that bill, J did not go out of 
the way to make it. The Senator from Missouri 
held up the bill and said this was the whole of it. 
L said that other matters might be connected with 
it, merely in reply to that observation. The sim- 
ple question before the Senate, as ] understand to 
be decided by the Chair, is the amendment of the 
Senator from Missouri and my amendment to it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ` The Chair will give 
the reasons for its decision. The Chair regarded 
the point of order to be whether the remarks were 
relevant or not. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Will the Chair allow me to 
make the question distinctly? 

Mr. MANGUM. I call the Senator to order. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I ask, when a point of order 
is made, whether the Chair or a Senator has a 
right to the floor? 

Mr. MANGUM. The Chair, of course. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Certainly not with- 


Mr. CLAY. Always. 


out an appeal from the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. If it is desired to drive me 
to that pass, I shall certainly appeal. 

Mr. FOOTE. The Senate will allow me to 
remark that I am driving no one. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The reasons for my appeal 
are these: This question of the admission of Cali- 
fornia has been discussed for nearly a week, and 
the bill which T have reported has been read to the 
Senate by Senators—every word of it—word after 
word, and each line of it commented upon. Ithas | 
been attacked and it has been defended. Every 
Senator who chose to make a speech against the 
bill, and all who chose to defend it, have been per- 
mitted to do so, And now Lask, upon what prin- 
ciple that is all in order, until when the author of 
the bill, whose conduct has been impugned, rises 
to defend himsclf against those imputations? I 
maintain that I am strictly in order, by the very 
terms of the motion. The motion is to refer the 
admission of California, the creation of territorial 
governments, and the decision of the slave ques- 
tion in the District of Columbia, to a committee. 
And, sir, is it possible that it is not in order to dis- 
cuss the very measure that it is proposed to refer? 
Each Senator has done that, and lsimply ask per- 
mission to do that which each Senator, on each 
side of the Chamber, has done, without objection 
being made thereto, and especially when it is 
necessary for my own vindication. Upon these 
grounds I appeal from the decision of the Chair. 

r, HA I wish to state now what I en- 
deavored before to get the floor for the purpose of 
suggesting to the Chair. The resolutions of the 
Senators from Tennessee and Kentucky, both cov- 
ering the whole ground in the broadest terms, are 
proposed to be submitted to this committee, and 
the Senator from Missouri proposes a certain set 
of instructions, which the Senator from Kentucky || 
proposes to strike out, and to refer this whole sub- || 
ject generally, without any instructions. Now, it 
Seems to me, beyond any possible phase in which 


Kentucky moves a substitute for them. 


only discuss his substitute. 


; Was Not an interposition on the part of the Chair. 
| The question 


considered. 


in their character. The Chair thinks that both {| 
the amendment submitted 


it can be presented, this gives the fullest breadth 


The VICE PRESIDENT. TheChair certainly, 
when a point of order is raised, has a right to state 
the grounds for its decision. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 1 wished merely to state the 
point I make. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
hear the Senator with pleasure. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The point I make is this: 
A motion is made to refer the resolutions of the 
Senators from Kentucky and Tennessee to a com- 
mittee. For this committee the Senator from 
Missouri offers certain instructions, which in- 
structions bring up California in every possible 
phase. 
me KING, (in his seat.) You are wrong in 

that. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. No, sir. The Senator from 
Missouri offers instructions, and the Senator from 
And now 
that I can 
l insist that 1 havea 
right to discuss the amendment itself, as well as 
the amendment to the amendment, and indeed to 
discuss the original resolution of reference. I 
could not discuss one without discussing the 
other, because they present the entire subject for 
discussion. That is the point. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair was 
about to state, in regard to this point of order, 
that it was one made by a Senator, and which the 
Chair was necessarily called upon to decide. It 


Tam told by the Senator from Kentucky 


under discussion was first the 

amendment of the Senator from Missouri, which |! 
was to except from the authority of the commit- || 
tee certain propositions. To that an amendment li 
was proposed by the Senator from Kentucky, de- |) 
claring that certain propositions were not to be | 
They were therefore both negative | 


i 


by the Senator from |! 


Missouri, and the proposition to amend by stri- |} 
king out and substituting another in lieu thereof, jj 


| committee. 


were fairly under discussion, and nothing but 
those. And if any Senator ealls to order, the 
Chair must decide that it was not in order at this 
time to diseuss the merits of a bill that has been 
submitted fos«the admission of Californias and 
whether it did or did not give away the public-do- 
main, or require an amendment, has nothing to do 
with the question now before the Senate. Such is 
the opinion of the Chair, and the grounds for its 
decision. ` 

Several Senators. That is right, 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 1 ask that the amendment 
of the Senator from Missouri may be read, to see 
whether it brings up the question of the admission - 
of California or net. If it does not, I certainly 
shai not insist on my point of order. ` 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
desire to have the original amendment of the Sern- 
ator frors Missouri read ? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Yes, sir, the original amend- 
ment. 

The amendment was read accordingly. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I suppose thatan instruction 
to separate each of these things from the question 
of the admission of California, necessarily gives a 
Senator the right of discussing thé propriety of 
the thing separately and of the thing jointly, and 
that you cannot discuss the propriety of connect- 
ing or not connecting them without Giscussing 
the subject which I supposed I had a right to 
discuss. 

Mr. MANGUM, I am compelled to rise to a 
point of order. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 
order. 

Mr. MANGUM. The Chairman has decided 
the point, and, unless you take an appeal, you 
-have no right to discuss it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 1 have taken an appeal a 
half hour ago. . 

Mi MANGUM. Then certainly you are in 
order, 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I was stating that I thought 
it right to discuss the admission of California sep- 
arately and jointly, to see the propriety of con- 
necting them together, Thathas been done by 
each speaker who has spoken during the entire 
pendency of this resolution, and I supposed it was 
not necessary to ask permission to reply to what 
had been said. But, as there seems to bean i 
disposition to grant it, I will not trouble the Sen- 
ate, and will withdraw the appeal. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The appeal from 
the decision of the Chair is withdrawn, and the 
| question turns on theamendment of the Senator 
from Kentucky. 

Mr. MILLER. I wish to make a suggestion 
in regard to the amendment of the Senator from 
Kentucky. It appears to me to be out of order, 
and not coming within the rules of the Senate, 
The Senator from Missouri proposes to amend the 
original resolution by the adoption of certain in- 
structions to the committee proposed to be raised, 
The Senator from Kentucky moves to amend that 
amendment by striking it out, and to declare in 
substance that no instractions shall be given to the 
So that the amendment not onl 
strikes out the amendment proposed by the Sena- 
tor from Missouri, but if adopied, it declares that 
no further instructions on any other point shall be 
given to the committee. Now, can that be done? 
If it can, I mistake the rule in regard to a bill. 
Suppose this amendment is offered to a bill, and a 
Senator moves to strike out all of the amendment 
and to substitute in lieu thereof a declaration that 
no further amendment shall be made to the bill : 
can that be done? The amendment goes further 
than the amendment offered by the Senator from 
Missouri, for it not only strikes out his amend- 
ment, but declares that no further instructions 
shall be given on any other point. Now, by the 
rules of the Senate, when a resolution or bill is 
under consideration, it may be amended at any 
time, and we cannot declare by an amendment 
that no further amendment shall be made to the 
bill. Neither can we declare that no other or 
further instructions shall be made to a committee. 


I am arguing a point of 


, We can strike out these Instructions, but we can- 


not by an amendment declare that there shall beno 
other amendment. 

Mr. CLAY. Of all unprofitable subjects, these 
questions of parliamentary law and usage are the 
most so. I have had,sir, in another branch of 
this Legislature, some little experience on this sub- 
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H 


ject. 


of order to my proposition? The Senator from 
Missouri proposes to affirm certain instructions 
which E propose to negative. 
Hberty to vote in the negative upon those instruc- 
tions? Well, if we have a right to vote against 
them, have we not a right to put that negative in 
the farm of an amendment and vote for it? But I 
will state a case which every man of three days’ 
service ina deliberative body understands perfectly 
well. A report is made by a special committee—for 
example,onaclaim, It concludes, ‘resolved, there- 
fore, thattheclaim ought not to be allowed.”” Now, 
is anything more common in a legislative body 
than to strike out the words “ought not to”? and to 
insert the words ‘should be??? Every man atall 
acquainted with parliamentary laws knows that if 
a new subject is proposed—one which has no con- 


nection with the one under consideration—it is not |. 


in order. But whether they are substitutes for the 
amendment or propositions to amend it, they are 
precisely the same. ‘They relate to instructions to 
the committee. The amendment of the Senator 
from Missouri proposes to give such and such in- 
struction to the committee. My amendment says 


that the Senate will give none, and it is perfectly | 


germane to the subject, and perfectly consistent 
with all parliamentary Jaw that I have ever heard 
of in any deliberative body. 

Mr. MILLER. Ido not make this point of 


order in any captious spirit, and the Senator from H 


Kentucky has not understood the point | make. 
I do not object to this motion that it is a negative 
of the proposition made by the Senator from Mis- 
souri. The Senator is perfectly correct there, but 
hisamendment goes further, and cuts off all further 
instructions that the Senate may think proper to 
give to the committee. That is the point, sir. 

Mr. CLAY. ‘That is the design of the amend- 
ment, and 1 ask of the Senator from New Jersey, 
who I am glad has given up half of his objec- 
tion——— 

Mr. MILLER. Ihave not given it up, for l 
never made that to which the Senator refers. 

Mr. CLAY. Ff understood the Senator from 
New Jersey to object, first, that my proposition 
was a negative to affirmative instructions. Now 
F understand him to say, his objection is not that 
it comprehends all that was offered by the Senator 
from Missouri, but that it laps a little over; that, 
in other words, it declares we will give no instruc- 
tions to ‘the committee. And has not the Senate 
the right to do that—to say that it will give no 
such instructions? And has it nota right either 
through the medium of an amendment, or in any 
other form? There cannot be a doubt on the 
subject. 

Mr. MILLER. That is the very point I wish 
to raise before the Senate—whether the Senate, by 
an amendment to a bil or resolution, can declare 
that it will not give any instructions to a com- 
mittee? 

Mr. BENTON, (in his seat.) That’s it, sir. 

Mr. MILLER. ‘Phat is the question. Can a 
Senator, when an amendment is offered to a bill, 
move to strike out the amendment, and declare 


subsequently that no amendment shall be offered |! 


to the bill? Can you, in a resolution where an 
amendment is offered to instruct, strike out these 
instractions, and declare that no other shall be 
given? Why, we have on the table several other 
instructions offered by the Senator from Missouri, 
and are they to be cut off? 

Mr. FOOTE, (in his seat.) They have not yet 
been offered, but merely suggested. 


Mr. MILLER. i may think proper to offer |; 


instructions, or other Senators may so intend, and 
it cannot be done if this amendment is adopted. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
consider the point of order as raised. 

Mr. KING. T hope the Chair will decide it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is of 
opinion that the objection is not well taken. The 
amendment, which proposes to restrict the action 
of the committee, is moved to be stricken out by 
another amendment. That isclearly in order. It 
is then proposed to substitute, in lieu thereof, the 


But, sir, what is the objection which the | 
Senator from New Jersey makes upon the ground | 


Now, are we not at | 


li 
i 
f 
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declaration that the Senate do not deem it neces- | 


sary to express in advance any opinion, or give 
any instruction, either general or specific, for the 
guidance of said committee. The utmost that can 


be said of the amendment is, that it decides noth- | 


ing. And, if it expressed nothing but the mere 


motion, it would leave the matter just where it 
was left before the amendment was proposed. 
Therefore, though it may be a consideration to 
indace a Senator to vote against it, it is not a 


to its reception. 

Mr. BEN'TON. This, which is called an amend- 
ment, and which strikes me as being nothing but 
a rule of action, which the Senate is called upon 
to adopt for itself, was objected to by me as being 
unparliamentary at the time it was offered, but | 


; objection intelligible. I will endeavor to do so 
now, and let it be seen that here is. 
Mr. KING. If the Senator intends to discuss 


: decision of the Chair. In the absence of any such 
; appeal, the decision is binding upon the Senate, 
¿and every Senator is bound to acquiesce in it. 
: The Senator from Mish 
_ Satisfied with the decision, must take an appeal 
_ before he can discuss the point of order. 

Mr. BENTON. What | say is for the Senate, 
and not by way of appeal. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
appeal? 

Mr. BENTON. I am speaking merely to the 
| Senate, and not by way of appeal. Iam speaking 
i on the proposition submitted by the Senator from 


poor ones to be sure—wh 
ed. I take that to be in order. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BENTON. Well, I have learned some- 
thing. If L cannot teach, I can be taught. Yes, 
| Sir, hereis a proposition, which is called an amend- 


ance of said committee. 


cus, but not belonging to the Senate at all, by which 
the Senator asks that the Senate shall cut itself off 
from its parliamentary rights, of offering amend- 
ments to bills and resolutions while going through 
ithe body. All this might doin caucus, but it will 
‘not do in the Senate. The Senate does not deem 
it necessary (why not deem it necessary ) to give 


| any instructions atall on any subject to the commit- 


tee It is a committee, as is frequently proclaimed 

—though its appointment is not yet entered on the 
i Journal—composed of distinguished and leading 
| men, and it may be that they have all the wisdom 
| of the Senate in their hands, and that when they 
go out nothing will be left behind, and all the 
rest of the Senate put together can give them 
no information. All this may be so, but it is the 


; upon to make such a declaration. It is not to do 
itin advance. Why not doitin advance? Has 
not the Senate been in the practice of giving in- 
structions to committees, from the foundation of 
the Government to the present day? Is it not done 
in regard to all committees, whenever Senators 
choose? And was it ever proposed before to tie 
; up the hands of the Senate by a previous declara- 
i tion that they will not give opinions in advance? 
They may give them afterwards, and may agree 
| to what may be done, but beforehand the body of 
the Senate is to do nothing. It is not to give any 
instructions, either general or specific, for the guid- 
ance of the said committee! Sir, the objection is well 
taken by the Senator from New Jersey that this 


and which is before the Senate. 
, what is before the Senate, and declares at once that, 
no matter what amendments any Senator may have 
in his bosom, no matter what may be offered, the 
| Senate will not consider them. This, sir, isa new 

declaration to be made in the American Senate, 
and one of those which, if it pass, will pass after 
i going through such parliamentary forms as will 
| mark it as an epoch in our parliamentary history. 
| Sir, it is a new method of applying the previous 
question—a question never applied in this body. 
lt is a new method of applying the gag—a thing 
never done in this body. It is anew way of stul- 
tifying the whole body of Senators, except those 
who go outon the committee. Sir, all this is new; 
‘ and is it not as impotent as it is new ? Suppose it 
is adopted. Suppose the Senate resolve itself into 
what seems to me to be nothing more than a cau- 
cus and adopt this resolution. What next?. The 


moment they have adopted it, has not every mem- 


goes beyond the amendment which I have offered, | 
It goes beyond | 


question upon which to raise a point of order as 


_ was so unfortunate as not to make the point of my | 


the question of order, he must appeal from the | 


uri, therefore, if he is dis- | 


Kentucky, and | mean to give my reasons—very | 
y itsbould not be adopt- | 


‘ment, that the Senate does not deem it necessary | 
to express in advance any opinion, or give any | 
instructions, either general or specific, for the guid- | 
i Now, here is a declara- | 
tion, very proper perhaps to be adopted in a cau- | 


| first time that the American Senate was ever called | 
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| sanctioned 


It is cutting us off 


| from our right of instruction, and it is forestalling 


debate. It isan assumption the like of which never 
before was known in this body. j 
Now, sir, this great committee—we have had 
their names in the newspapers, though they have 
not yet been elected by the Senate. Grant that 
they have all the wisdom of the Senate, and will 
carry it out with them; yet the Senate is not to 
declare upon this proceeding that it could give 
them no instruction. They are not to adopt a 


| resolution which admits that the Senate cannot 


enlighten them atal}. Itis not for the Senate to 
say that they would sit here in Egyptian dark- 
ness, until the committee comes in and illuminates 
the Chamber. And now, if it should be the fact 
that everything is ready, that the report is ready, 
and that the committee have nothing to do in the 
world after it goes out, but to come back again—- 
like the French king who marched up the hill and 
down again—if such should be the case, would it 
not better become the American Senate that it 
should be produced, and let us have the illumina- 
tion from it at once? Would it not bé better to 
produce the report at once, and act on this bill for 
the admission of California as it came along? 

Sir, the going out of that committee from this 
Chamber might excite alarm throughout the coun- 
try. What do we suppose if we see a physician 
hastening to a house? Why, that somebody is 
sick there; but we are not yet alarmed. But if 
we see two doctors going there, we suppose the 
case is a difficult one; and if we see four, five, six; 
or seven doctors collecting at the houss, we con- 
clude immediately that somebody is dying at that 
house. Now, sir, if this great number of politi- 
cal doctors are to sit on the body of the Republic, 
what will the country suppose but that the poor 
Republic is at the last gasp, and that it takes thir- 
teen doctors to sit upon the case and save the pa- 
tient. Sir, itis to alarm the country. I tell you, 
from this proceeding there must be an alarm, or 
there must bea laugh. One or the other there must 
be. From the sublime to the ridiculous is only 
one step; and what in this case must have con- 
vulsed the country in the beginning, has now got 
where a step would cover it with ridicule. Sir, 
uppose this committee goes out and comes back 


| with a report, and suppose it is nothing more 


nor less than to convert this Senate into the old 
blacksmith shop at Gretna Green, and making 
them join parties together, whether. God ever 
it or not; suppose the committee 
comes back with a report cut and dried for the 


© purpose of joining to California four or five 


measuses which the Senate and the House have 
been talking of for four or five months past; 
suppose they bring back nothing but what is 
already prepared, and which is upon all our 


i tables; in what position will this great commit- 


tee be? We have read of the mountain that 
was in labor, and that was delivered of a mouse. 
But it was at least a live mouse, for the fable 
says it ran, But here it seems that geħtlemen 
are to bring out something that has been lying 
on our tables so long that it is dead—a combina- 
tion of measures which have been so long born 
that they are lying helpless in their cradles. Sir, 
there is no medium. The country, if not alarmed, 
must laugh. But I am against making what is 
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quivalent to a proclamation declaring the country 
ene Thesending out of sucha committee as 
this is precisely equivalent to the Senate’s making 
a proclamation in solemn form that the Republic 
is in danger, and then almost giving the dictatorial 
power: of seeing the Republic sustained to a com- 
mittee. Pam against making this proclamation. 
Tdo not believe the Republic is in danger to-day. 
E believe there: has been some danger. But ‘that 
danger -has passgd- by; and to. be providing a 
remedy how, would be the providing of a remedy | 
` for what.has past.: Ido not hold that thë country 
is In. danger now, and J.donot think that we ought | 
to undertake to alarm the country by the solemn 
form of setting thirteen physicians to consult ‘over 
the critical and dying condition of the State, and 
to come in witha nostrum to save her. Why, 
sir, it will be:a very ludicrous thing if this com- 
mittee shall come in'with our old nostrum. If: 


j 


| 
| 
| 


they should come in with a scheme to join all these || 


bills together, it will put usin a ludicrous position, || 
i 


and one in which we ought not to be placed. If 
gentlemen wish to unite other measures with Call ! 
fornia, let them take up the California bill, an 
then offer these propositions, and the opinion of 
the’Senate can be taken upon them, as the Senator 
from Kentucky intimated some days ago, when | 
complimented him upon proceeding in such a 
manly and parliamentary manner. ‘That is the 
right. way to do, Now, sir, this thing which is 
called an amendment, but which is nothing but 
a. declaration, an independent resolve—such a 
one as would be perfectly proper to be adopted in 
a caucus, but which cannot be adodted in the 
Senate—this independent resolve, that we will give 
no instructions of any kind whatsoever to guide the 
committee, why, sir, although the Senate may 
vote it, they cannot prevent us from undertaking 
to give instructions to guide the committee; and, 
although in point of fact no one of us may be able 
to suggest an instruction that cuuld guide this great | 
committee, yet, in the parliamentary sense we can— | 
under the parliamentary law, we have a right to | 
` ofer instructions to guide the committee. And | 
who is it, Mr. President, that makes this motion | 


that the committee shall not be guided? I hope no |} 
one of the thirteen who are to beon that committee |! 


undertakes. to maintain this resolution; for, sir, 
although it may be true, true as gospel that they | 
are superior to the rest of the Senate, and that we 
cannot guide them at all, yet they should not tell 
us so. “It is we who should disqualify ourselves, 


| my dear sir—Mr. President, I :mean—has not this 


their rights. And the Senate has its rights. Now, - 
sir, | put it to the Senate and the country, what | 
has been the progress of this matter? The Sena- ' 
tor from Missouri proposes an amendment em- 
bracing four-propositions, and, as a sort of menace, 
I suppose, he shells out eight or ten others, and 
speaks of his having others yet in reserve. Well, 


body a right to protect itself? Has not the ma- | 


will or will not create a committee without any | 
instructions? The resolution will be adopted. The 
Senator offers his sét of amendments—for the pur- | 
pose I will not say, because I have no right to go | 
| Into. the intention of the Senator—but the effect of 
them would be delay, procrastination, embarrass- 
ment; and that effect 1s attempted, or will be at- 
| tempted to be produced against these distinct and 
emphatic expressions of the opinion of the major- 
ity of this body. The qtestion, then, comes to 
this—whether the Senate shall or shall not have 
the power—I speak always of the majority of the 
Senate—to act? I say, sir, it ought to have it; and 
l care not by what name you call it. The pre- 


sity of this valuable mode of terminating a use- 
less and unnecessary debate in this house. In my 
reflections upon the past, in respect to my parlia- 
mentary career—my congressional career—I look 
back to none with more satisfaction than the in- 
troduction of that previous question in the other 
| wing of this building. But, sir, it seems that all 
at once there has been some extraordinary viola- 
tion of the rights of the Senator; and what is it? 


committee any instructions—a thing which hap- 
pens every day, and sometimes two or three times 


the other. 


confide in that committee; leave it untrammelled, 
unshackled, to the exercise of its best judgment? 
for, at last, when it does anything, it is reported 


power, to your control. Sir, what was done with 
the committee proposed in the case of the very 
State which the Senator represents, appointed in 
the other House in the year 1822? Were any in- 
structions given to that committee? Not one. 


and no one of that thirteen, in my opinion, should 
vote. Delicacy, reserve, decorum, should make | 
them stand off, and refuse to vote for a resolution | 
which would stulhtify all the other members of the 
body. They should leave it to ourselves to stultify 
ourselves. 

I have taken up more time than I intended on | 
thise preliminary point. I consider it wholly nu- | 
gatory, that, after what is called an amendment, | 
but is nothing but a resolve to govern the action of | 
the Senate shall be voted upon and adopted—as it | 
may be, though I think, if the thirteen gentlemen 
who are to compose the committee will abstain 
from voting, -it will not be adopted; and really, 
delicacy, I think, should forbid them to vote—af- 
tér all that is done, I say itis nugatory; for we 

, shal] undertake to exercise our parliamentary right 
of offering instructions; and we think that some 
of us have been here just about long enough to 
know how to do it, and to get a vote upon every 
instruction, in some form or other, that lies upon 
the table, and upon every instruction that may 
hereafter be offered. 

Mr. CLAY. Iam very sorry, Mr. President, 
for this unnecessary consumption of the time of the 
Senate; but there are two or three remarks which 
the honorable Senator from Missouri has made, 
which seem to me to require some notice. The hon- 
orable Senator has spoken ofa caucus, and intimated 
that there has been one. On whatauthority does 
the Senator make such an assertion ? 
nounce it a mistake—an absolute and entire mis- 
take. There has been no caucus, that I know of; 
although, God knows, I would attend a caucus of : 


i 
i 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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any and everybody, to settle this most unhappy | 


question, which is now distracting the country; 
and I would attend it without any feeling of re- 
‘proach, from whatever quarter it might be ventured 
. to be hurled. The honorable Senator speaks of his 
rights, Yes, sir; and other Senators have their 
rights ‘also; and other Senat 
prepared ag the Senator from 


:| 


s | 
ors are just as well :: 
Missouri is, to assert || 


; other body to instruct, to manacle, to chain down 


|; Witty and humorous manner, the figure of a horse 


I now pro- ! 


| Was any embarrassing mode of procrastination 
j attempted on that occasion? And afterwards, in 


! happened which had never happened before, and 
| which, perhaps, will not happen again for many 
| years. When I proposed in the House of Rep- 
| resentatives the constitution of a joint committee 
ito consist of twenty-three on the part of the 
| House, and a suitable number on the part of the 
| Senate, to consider the question of California—of 
| Missouri, L mean. Why, sir, itis not at all ex- 
| traordinary that I speak of California; for if we 
| listen to the honorable Senator on the other side of 


! the house, there are no United States—California | 
When I i 


' has 


absorbed everything. 


! proposed a joint committee of twenty-three on the 
| part of the House, and a suitable number on the 
i partof the Senate, was there any motion in the 


{Laughter.] 


that committee? No, sir, they were left free as 
air, to explore through the whole region of pa- 
triotic intellect for the purpose of devising a mode 
by which that unhappy question should be settled. 
Sir, what is proposed? The honorable Senator 
has several times talked and presented, in his 


| borne down by a grievous weight cast upon its 


jority of this Senate aright to say whether they || 


vious question!—ah, sir, not many years will ! 
| elapse before you will find the indispensable neces- | 


| That we create a committee without giving that | 


a day, either to a special or standing committee— | 
every day of the session, either in this house or in 


Now, sir, is it not known thatif you refer a! 
subject to a committce, you must, to some extent, | 


back to you, subject to your decision, to your: 


relation to the constitution of the committee, that || 


|| to-day as absorbing the whole United States, 
:| far as I can see 


if 


| thrown by the vicissitudes of war and of political 
i events under our care. And, to my utter sur- 
, prise, I have heard Senators upon this floor ex- 


| press the opinion that we should leave ail New 


| Mexico and all Utah—New Mexico witha popu- 
i lation of one hundred thousand, and a militar ye 
yes, | have heard Whigs, Whigs express the 
| opinion that we should leave the military govern- 
ment which is in operation in New Mexico to 
còntinue; Whigs who denounced the existence of 
the military government established under the au- 
thority of the late Administration during a season 
of war; and yet now, in a state of profound peace, 
it is proposed to pass California, pass California, 
pass California, and leave New Mexico and Utah 
to take care of themselves. Sir, it is contrary to 
every obligation of duty resulting from the treaty, 
resulting from the constitution, resulting from the 
position and character which we hold as American 
statesmen and legislators; and as soon as leave 
| New-Mexico and Utah without government—of 
all others the portions of that country the most in 
want of governments—I would, as a father, as lie? 
j tarn out my son at the age of fifteen into the 
| streets of a corrupt city, and say to him, “Go, 
my boy, take care of yourself until you are twenty- 
one, and then come hack to me, and I will tell you 
what honorable vocation in life to select.” Sir, it 
is our duty, our bounden, our solemn duty, to 
make at least an attempt to establish governments 
for Utah and New Mexico; and if we cannot do it 
after making the effort, we shall stand reproachiess 
for not having done it. If we cannot do it, it will 
bethe result of differences of opinion unfortunately 
existing amongst us, which will prevent its being 
done. The error of those Senators who taik of 
leaving Utah and New. Mexico to their fate, is 
exactly this: they begin where they ought to end. 
Begin to discharge your duty; try to make govern- 
ments for these territories, and if you fail to do it, 
į you will stand unreproached in the eyes of God 
and man in having made the effort to discharge 
your duty. $ 

I have said that one portion of Congress wants 
| California, and nothing but California; another 
portion, whilst for bringing in California, says, let 
us settle this distracting question; Jet us establish 
territorial governments without the proviso, and 
connect them with California. And why should 
not we do it? I have heard the “ dignity of Cal- 
ifornia”’ alluded to, as if all the gold and dignity 
of the nation had sought refuge and sought an 
asylum on the shores of the Pacific. I have been 
utterly unable to comprehend this derogation from 
the dignity of California. Sir, I go for both meas- 
ures; both ought to be carried; both, in my opin- 
ion, ought to be associated together; ‘and I do not 
see the slightest evidence of disrespect to Califor- 
nia or to anybody else in doing it. 

Sir, I framed this resolution deliberately, and I 
framed it for the purpose of getting rid of the un- 
necessary instructions which the Senator from 
Missouri has proposed, and to dispose of any 
other instructions which his ingenuity—and no 
man possesses a greater amount of it than he 
does—might suggest to be brought before this 
| body. Let my amendment be adopted, and let the 
| Senator offer his other instructions, from one to 
ninety-nine, if he pleases, and we will see whether 
the question of order will not silence them all. 
| Mr. BENTON. Mr. President, the State of 
1 California is not here, and unless somebody stands 
: up for her, it seems likely that she will go to the 
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{ 


| wall; for she not only gets hard knocks, but she 


i gets also what is called thumps. She is spoken of 
So 
; , She only wants to get in among 
the United States—to be one of thirty-one, and to 


i 


i back. Why, sir, the Senator knows perfectly | 

well that the. whole amount of what is intended 
by anybody, is to connect and combine together | 
: the government of territories acquired in common, | 
and to estabiish for these territortes a suitable form 
i of government adapted to their respective situa- | 

tions. ; i i 

And, sir, what is the condition of the case? | 
Let us look at the facts. There is a certain por- 
tion of this body that is for California. Give u: 
California, California, and nothing but Californi 


l , 4 ia. 
There is another portion of this body and of Con- 
gress that says, we ar 


! e willing to give you Califor- 
nia, but we want something more than California; 
we want to establish governments for a people 
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| had made a runaway m 


be the last of the thirty-one, That is all I can see 
| in her wants.. But the Senator from Kentucky not 
| only presents California in this aspect, but he pre- 
| sented her some days ago in an attitude which 1 
Í did not then remark upon, and which I should 
: not do now, but fer the manner in which he has 
‘brought her up to-day. It was said by the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky the other day that California 
atch, and now turned up 
her nose at her unmarried sisters, Well, sir, if 
she did make a runaway match, she did not marry 
a runaway negro; and if her unmarried sisters 
should marry into that family, it may be that, 
when they come about her and into her company, 
she may not only turn up her nose, but snub their 
noses. California has made a constitution for her- 
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self, and in that Constitution she has left out |! giously.to keep. But as for these, which seem to 
slavery in every form, and the proposition now to |; me like the compromises of lovers, made one even- 


unite her with the fugitive slave bill i 
Mr. CLAY. Will the Senator allow me to say | 
that there is no such proposition? | 
Mr. BENTON. The Senator from Kentucky, | 
itis due to him to say, has in his speeches dis- 
claimed it; but the Senator from Kentucky, emi- 
nent as he is, and leading as he is, is not the record, 
The motion is to refer two sets of resolutions. 
One is the honorable Senator’s own set of resolu- 
tions, and the other that of the Senator from Ten- | 
nessee, (Mr. Bext,] and those two sets of resolu- | 


tions do include the subject of runaway negroes, |! 


and the original motion now pending will carry | 
with it all these subjects. Here is a proposition, | 
then, to unite California with a subject of which | 
she has washed her hands, and which has already 
delayed her, is now delaying, must continue to 
delay her, and may in the end lead to her rejec- į 
tion. She will have nothing to do with the slavery | 
question. There is nothing in her constitution 
about slavery, because she did not wish to have it 
impede her admission into the Union; but if the 
territorial measures are to be added, and those 
measures are to have the question of slavery mixed 


up with them, then we shall have a question |: 


brought up by which the whole admission of Cali- į 
fornia, after being delayed for such a length of | 
time, may be lost in disagreement between the two | 
Houses. Sir, I cannot be driven off the track by | 
hearing it urged that there is notbing in this pro- | 
ceeding injurious or derogatory to California. In | 
my opinion it is both injurious and derogatory; 
injurious already in the delay it has created, dan- | 
gerous in the conjunction which it may make of 
questions which may result in a disagreement be- 
tween the two Houses, and by which she may be | 
Jost. We all remember the Oregon bill, and the 
contest between the two Houses on that bill. 
The honorable Senator from Kentucky says | 
that it may become necessary to introduce the pre- | 
vious question here. Whenever the Senate by re- į 
solve shall introduce the previous question here, : 
though I shall struggle against the adoption of it, | 


asI have done heretofore, to the utmost—for I go if 


for fall debate in this Chamber—yet, whenever the | 
Senate adopts the previous question, l shall sub- ' 


mit to it; but until the Senate adopts it, I will re- |. 


sist iis unauthorized and disguised execution upon ; 
this body. Sir, we now have jit admitted that | 
here is the previous question, ina different form 
from that which is known to the parliamentary | 
law; that here is the previous question, intended to | 
cut. off all amendments; everything in the world 
which the previous question contains, except the 
form and except the rule of the house which leads | 
toit. It is now a bastard rule, surreptitiously in- | 
troduced and attempted to be forced upon us by a | 
declaration that the Senate will not pass upon any” 
amendment. It is the previous question, sir, and 
itis most revolting, and if it were anybody else | 
than the eminent Senator from Kentucky who had | 
proposed it, 1 should say that it was a most un- 
parliamentary motion, 

But, Mr. President, this committee Is to go out | 
for compromise. Now, what is a compromise, | 
and how long are such things kept? What was | 
the validity of the compromise made between the | 
Senator from Kentucky and myself—how long | 
was it inviolable? 1 offered a set of resolutions | 
which I deemed good ones; the Senator from Ken- 
tucky got up and moved to have them amended 
by substituting another set. I did not think his | 
equal to my own at all, but in a spirit of com- 


| them to act according to their discretion. 


ing to be broken the next morning—as for these 
| compromises which I have referred to, really after 


| this experience—this, I would say, flagrant expe- 


| rience, in the face of the Senate, between myself 
! and the Senator from Kentucky—I do think that 
| the idea of bringing a compromise into this body 
ought to be abandoned altogether. 

Mr. President, we ask the yeas and nays upon 


! this motion; and if the Senator’s resolution—for I 


ji can call it nothing buta resolution—for the guidance 


rand conduct of the Senate shall be adopted, we 
shali immediately undertake to test it, and to see 
i whether the rules in your book are notin force 
i which allow Senators to offerinstructions; and we 
are entitled to a vote upon this resolution, and 
which cannot be laid on the table without carrying 
the whole subject with it. 

The yeas and nays having been ordered on the 
amendment of the Senstor from Kentucky— 

_ Mr. DOUGLAS said: I feel inclined to vote for 
the amendment of the Senator from Kentucky, and 
I will very briefly give my reasons for that vote. 
My object in resisting the appointment of the 


|| select committee was to get at the practical ques- 


tion of the admission of California into the Union. 
| A majority of the Senate has on three different 
; Occasions, by the yeas and nays, declared that the 
| Senate isin favor of the appointment of a com- 
mittee. We are authorized to infer from these 
three test votes, that that majority is determined to 
appoint this committee. Sir, if they are determined 


| upon it, they have a right to the appointment of a 


| committee. I hold that, if I occupy the position 
| of making factious opposition to the majority of 


‘| this body, I give a license to a factious opposition 


| from the other side, in the manner that has been 


|: threatened, in order to keep California out of the 


i Union. 1 will do no act, here or elsewhere, that 
| shall be a precedent, that shall be a license to an 
| opposition under the rules of the body, but which 
| can only have the effect to occasion delay by 
thwarting the majority. I will sanction no course 


‘of proceedings which may give that license when 


California shall be put upon her passage. For 
‘this reason, 1 feel disposed to vote for the amend- 
ment offered by the Senator from Kentucky, and 
on the ground avowed by him; that is, to cut off 
i all amendments and let this matter go to a com- 
i mittee, if there is a majority to send it there, for 
When 
| they come to report, there will be a vote taken on 
i the proposition as a whole, if it shall be one, 
| or upon their several propositions, if there shall 
i be more than one. Those who think it wise to 
| separate the measures will have an opportunity 
| then of testing that course, by the yeas and nays, 
‘in this body, and they will then have an oppor- 
: tunity of recording their own opinions upon the 
; record. I deprecate this course, I would prefer 
i the consideration of the California State bill at 
| once, and Jet the motion to unite be made here in 
; the Senate; but, if I cannot have my own way, 1 
i will not delay the Senate by preventing the ma- 
, jority from having theirs. I shall vote to cut off 
| all these amendments, in order that the committee 
| may be appointed at once, if it is to be appointed 
latall. And, sir, the remarks of the Senator from 
| Missouri have relieved my doubt upon this point, 
| when he informed us that there was reason to sup- 
j pose that this matter was all cut and dried, and 
! arranged; that the committee had been formed, that 
‘the measures had been agreed upon, that the 
whole matter had been arranged, and that itis but 
a farce to go out, and bring in the verdict, If that 


promise, and as a compromise, | accepted them, |: 2 gO f 
and did what a compromiser ought to do, imme- | be true, it will take but a very short time to get 
diately giveup his own. And yet, whatis the state ;) through with the farce, and 1 would rather laugh 
of the case to-day? [thought then that the Senator j|; at the farce than wrangle and quarrel, and make it 
from Kentucky- was going to vote for his own |! a tragedy instead of a farce. The objection urged 
amendment; I thought he was going to accept the i by the Senator from Missouri has convinced me 
compromise which he had made; and yet to-day, |} upon this point—that we had better submit to the 
sir, he flies from. that amendment, he does not jj farce, allow them to go out, and to come in. This 
stand to it; he objects to the whole of his own || is not my opinion, but 1 have come to this conclu- 


amendment, which I accepted the other evening in i sion simply in order to save time, and to get at 
the practical question. | see no use in prolonging 


a spirit so conciliatory that itought to have brought į . ; 
l this controversy, against the express wiil of the 


usallto harmonious conciliation. Now, sir, weare |! this c 
going to have another compromise, a plan of com- | Majority of the Senate. I speak for myself, and 
for no one else. i felt it due to myseif’ to ex- 


promise with this experience of compromising | it i 
before our eyes. I have no great faith in compro- |i press my own opinion, in order to put myself 


mises at any time. There are compromises in the || before the country in the light in which | wish to 
Constitution; they are fundamental, they are per- | stand before my own constituents. eee 
manent, they are obligatory; we are sworn to ob- |) Mr. HALE. I find out, on going to the Clerk’s 
serve them, and these compromises I wish reli- i! table, that, whilst we are grafting amendment on 


amendment, the original motion on which all these 
| amendments hang has not been reduced to writing. 
| I wish to suggest to the Senator from Mississippi 
whether it would not be betier to reduce his-motion 
to writing, that we may know specifically.on what 
we are to vote?” i 
_ Mr, FOOTE. 
ting. r 

Mr. HALE. I understand from the Secretar 
that it is not in writing. . : 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Įamgladto hear it; that ex- 
plains why I was not in order, [Laughter.] 

Mr. FOOTE. 1 presume that it is wholy un- 
| necessary that L should write it again; the motion 
is thoroughly understood by the Senate. 

Mr. CLAY. The motion is simply to refer the 
resolutions offered by the Senator from Tennessee 
| and myself. 
| Mr. MANGUM. The resolution will be found 
on the table in writing, and modified by striking. 
| out words. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair under- 
| stands that it is simply a motion to refer the reso- 
¢utions of the Senators from Tennessee and Ken- 
tucky. it is not in writing, except upon the 
Journals. S 

Mr. WEBSTER. I merely wish to suggest, 
sir, what I conceive to be an irregularity in the 
motion of the honorable Senator from Kentucky, 
(though he is as competent to judge of the order or 
irregularity of a proceeding as any gentleman in 
the country.) I care not, sir, how this motion to 
raise a committee be decided. I have no interest 
in it, because Iam inclined to think that no great 
benefit can now be derived from it; but I must say 
that I do not think that the motion of the honora- 
ble member from Kentucky is in order. 1 do not 
think that itis a motion that can be received and 
entertained by the Chair; because I think it is the 
direct reversal of one of the standing rules of the 
Senate. Any proposition may be made: 

Mr. FOOTE. The honorable Senator from 
Massachusetts, I know, is not aware that this is 
res judicata. : 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 


I certainly did reduce it to-wri- 


| from Mississippi rise to a point of order? 


Mr. FOOTE. Ido, sir. I know that the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts was not in the house at 
| the time, and Į am sure he would not pursue the 
| present course of discussion if he knew that this 
| point had been decided by the Chair already. 

Mr. WEBSTER. I did not so understand it. 

Mr. FOOTE. The point of order was raised, 
and the Chair decided that the motion was in order. 

Mr. WEBSTER. {I suppose, if the amendment 
isin order, I may give my reasons for voting for 
it or against it; if it is not in order, I shall not say 
anything about it. The rule of the Senate is, that 
the proposition under consideration may be amend- 
ed. Now, suppose that this were a bill, could it 
| contain a proposition that it should not be subject 
| to amendment? Or could any gentleman move, as 
an amendment to it, that this bill shall be carried 
i through the Senate without any proposition to 
amend? I apprehend that he could not; and I 
submit to the honorable member from Kentucky 
whether his motion is strictly in order? If i un- 


| derstand his resolution, it expresses the opinion 


that we ought tu go clear of all propositions to 
‘amend. Is that the sentiment that will be ex- 
| pressed in the amendment if we adopt it? . 

Mr. CLAY. Ido not wish to interrupt the 
| Senator, but here is a proposition to raise a com- 
| mittee of thirteen, and to refer to that committee 
| of thirteen certain subjects. Very well. The Sen- 
| ator from Missouri proposes to do what? To 
| impose certain restrictions upon that committee. 
| 
E 


Well, what is my proposition? The negative of 
| his, accompanied by a declaration that we do not 
| wish to give any instructions to the committee, 
| and especially nat those propesed by the Senator 
| from Missouri. We have the right to vote these 
i amendments down one by one: my proposition 
! amounts to the same thing. The original motion 
| is to raise a committee and refer certain subjects 
to it. The amendment is, to restrict that commit- 
tee. My proposition is, that we will not adopt the 
restrictions proposed, or any other, but leave the 
committee free and untrammelled. 
|. Mr. WEBSTER called for the reading of Mr. 
Cray’s amendment; which was read accordingly. 
Mr. WEBSTER. The Senator from Kentuck 
will excuse me if I doubt the propriety of his 


motion. I suppose it will not be in order, if this 
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olution is passed, to have any further amend- 
mene very much doubt whether such a mo- 
tion ‘should be received by the Chair. I doubt 
whether it is not a question for the Senate to decide 
‘whether any amendments that may be proposed 
shall’ be adopted. It is my opinion that it is. 
-Mr HALE. [ want to suggest in this con- 
nection that if the Senate adopts the amendment 
` ofthe'hönoräble. Senator from Kentucky, it will 
not, in my humble judgment, attain the object 
which the honorable Senator proposes, because it 
does not say that the Senate will not give any in- 
structions; it does not say that no Instructions 
shall be given. or moved, but is simply the ex- 
pression of an abstract opinion that the Senate 
does not deem it absolutely necessary now, at this 
particular time, to affix to the resolution any in- 
structions, The resolution is not imperative; it 
simply expresses an opinion that the Senate does 
not deem it necessary ‘at this time to give any in-. 
structions; but the Senate may be of a different 
opinion hereafter, and therefore the resolution of 
the Senator from Kentucky, if passed, will be en- 
tirely nugatory. [tis not a precept; it is not 2 
rule; it is not an order of the Senate that there 
shall be no instructions, but it ig simply an ex- 
pression of opinion that the Senate does not ex- 
actly think just-now thatit is worth while to give 
any instructions, either general or specific, for the 
guidance of the committee. Now, would the ex- 
pression. of this opinion by the Senate cut off the 
privilege of any member hereafter to offer an in- 
struction? It seems to my unsophisticated intel- 
lect that the resolution would not amount to a 
general prohibition of instructions to the commit- 
tee, atid I wish to call the attention of the Senate 
to the position in which we shall place ourselves. 
“The Senator from Kentucky, in the remarks 
which he submitted to the Senate just now, said 
that the-Senator from Missouri knew very well 
that it was not proposed to unite the admission of 
California with the bill for the recovery of fugi- 
tive slaves, but only with the bills for governments 
for the two Territories of Utah and New Mexico. 
I do not understand the record to be so at all. 
What is it that is to be referred to this committee 
of thirteen? The Senator from Mississippi tells 
us that the resolutions of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky and those of the Senator from Tennessee 
are to be referred to that committee. What are 
those resolutions? Why, sir, the first resolution 
of the Senator from Kentucky relates to the ad- 
mission of California. That is to be submitted to 
the committee. The second is, that slavery does 
not exist by law in, and is not likely to be intro- 
duced into, any of the territory acquired by the 


United States from the Republic of Mexico, and 
that it is inexpedient for Congress to provide by 
law for its introduction or extension there. Well, 
sir, how would it read if you put these two to- 
gether? tis proposed to refer to the committee 
‘a resolution that slavery does not exist by law in 
these territories, and is not likely to be introduced 
there; and then it is proposed to say that the Sen- 
ate does not deem it necessary to express any 
opinion, or to give any instructions, either general 
or specific, for the guidance of said committee. 
You start with the proposition that slavery does 
not exist in the territories, and is not likely to ex- 
ist there, and then you say that you do not think 
it expedient to express any opinion on the subject. 
That is the attitude in which the Senate will place 
itself by referring the resolutions introduced by 
the Senator from Kentucky in January, and adopt- 
ing at the. same time the amendment which he now 
proponen . ` 

rhe third resolution relates to the western 
boundary of Texas. The fourth relates to the 
debt of ‘Texas. The fifth declares that it is inex- 
pedient to abolish slavery within the District of 
Columbia; and the next is, that it is expedient to 
prohibit the slave trade within the District. The 
same remark applies to these. 

Well, then comes the seventh resolution, which | 
declares that some more 
to be made by law, according to the requirements | 
of the Constitution, for the restoration of fugitive | 
slaves by the different States of this Union. Now, 
Sir, the subject of legislating for the redelivery of 
fugitive slaves is just as much a subject for exam- |; 
ination by the committee, as the establishment of 
governments for the territories of Utah and New | 
Mexico. And, sir, some of the members of. this 


li 
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effectual provision ought |! 
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sight; they must have a power of foreseeing events 
which the rest of us have not, if they know, and 
are able to declare in advance, that the committee 
will take into their consideration nothing but the į 
establishment of territorial: governments for Utah 
and New Mexico, and the admission of California, 
although there are other subjects which they are 
expressly directed to consider. 

The eighth resolution resolves that Congress has 
no power to prohibit slavery in the States. 

There are thus eight’ subjects expressly to be 
referred to this committee, concerning which the 
Senator says, it is not expedient to give instruc- 
tions for the guidance of said committee; but E ask 
with profound respect of the Senator. from Ken- 
tucky—and they are not unmeaning words—where 
he gets the opinion, and by what authority-does 
he say to the Senate, that this committee will take 
into consideration nothing but the admission of 
California and the question of governments for the 
territories of Utah and New Mexico? He cer- 
tainly does not get it on the face of the resolutions, 
because the resolutions, eight in number, relate to 
all the subjects to which I have called the attention 
of the Senate. 

Then comes the resolutions of the Senator from 
Tennessee, nine more, making seventeen in all; 
and these seventeen different resolutions, covering 
so many different subjects, are to be referred to 
this committee; and yet the Senate are to be told 
that it is not proposed to connect anything with 
the admission of California except these two sub- 
ects. 

i Mr. CLAY. If the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire will afford me an opportunity of making an 
explanation, I perhaps may save him some breath 
in discussing the question before us. 

Mr. HALE. Certainly, if I can get the floor 
again. : 

Mr. CLAY. If the Senator will not allow me 
the floor voluntarily, I certainly will not take it. 

Mr. HALE. Oh! I make no objection. 

Mr. CLAY. There have been some seventeen 
resolutions proposed by the Senator from Tennes- 
see and myself to the Senate. The Senate has 
expressed no opinion upon any one of them. And, 
sir, what has been proposed by my amendment? 
Why, it is that all these matters shall be referred 
to the select committee—the Senate refusing to 
express any opinion upon any one of them—giv- 
ing no instructions for the guidance of that com- 
mittee. Js there any impracticability in pursuing | 
such a course? The Senate has expressed no | 
opinion, and no one has expressed any opinion, 
except in speeches, upon the resolutions that have 
been under our consideration. There has been no 
deliberate expression of opinion in this body. 
The proposition is, to refer all of the subjects to a 
committee, and my amendment is, that I will not 
say to that committee beforehand how they are to 
act upon this or that subject. I think that this | 
explanation ought to satisfy the Senate. 

l have never said that, when all these subjects 
are sent to that committee, it will not be the duty 
of that committee to go into a consideration of all 
the questions at issue. Some topics they may con- 
nect together, and some they may report by sepa- 
rate bills or resolutions. All that I have said was, 
that, for one, I would not desire a larger combi- 
nation of measures than the question of govern- 
ments for the Territories of Utah and New Mex- 
ico, and the admission of California, and, possibly, 
the settlement of the boundary of Texas, in one | 
bill; the other questions in separate bills. I trust 
that this view is not an impracticable one. If the 
Senate had expressed any opinion, as the Senator || 
from New Hampshire seems to Suppose, upon the || 
various questions that are proposed to be referred |! 
to this committee, and it should now refuse to give | 
that committee any instructions in regard to them, 
there might be some incompatibility in our pro- 
posed action; but the Senate has expressed no 
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| because I am not one of the thirteen 


only speaks for himself; he does not speak for 
anybody else. Well, 1 must say. that the Senator, 
when he speaks for himself, speaks with a great 
deal more potency than a good many of us could 
in speaking for ourselves. Iam simply speaking 
of things, sir, ax they appear upon the record, 
leading mem- 
bers of the Senate—I am not one of the leading 
men of the Senate. The party with which I act 
in the Senate is so happily constituted, that it can 
yoke or unyoke, and have no horse to iead; and 
therefore I do not, by any possible definition, 
come within the category of the leading members 
of the Senate. I do not act, then, upon any in- 
formation I may receive, but simply upon what E 
hear read at the Secretary’s table. 1 do not know 
of anything that is done in side rooms, in commit- 
tees, before meetings or after them; these are to 
me as a sealed book, and I know nothing of them 
until they are broached in the Senate. Occasion- 
ally I learn, from reading Philadelphia or New 
York correspondence, that certain thitigs have 
been done by certain committees; that there have 
been certain invitations issued by those commit- 
tees; but, as I have said, information of these 
matters comes to me from Philadelphia and New 
York, and sometimes from the West. When 
this correspondence comes back to us here from 
those places, published, then, for the first time, I 
learn what is going on in this city. 

It is a great disadvantage that we are laboring 
under, that we are obliged to conjecture what pro- 
cess is to be pursued in relation to subjects that 
are brought before us. It now appears that these 
seventeen subjects are to be referred altogether, 
and that there is some understanding, expressed 
or implied, general or specific, that there is to be 
a severance of them, and that three of the subjects 
are to be connected in one bill, Can any one tell 
me how the remaining fourteen are to be collo- 
cated or arranged; whether in separate bills, or in 
bills combining two, three, or more subjects to- 
gether? There may be three subjects put in 
one bill, and fourteen in the other; as to that mat- 
ter I am entirely in the dark. But let that go. 

I desire now to make a few remarks, confining 
myself strictly to the amendment before the Sen- 
ate. The Senator from Kentucky, it appears by 
his amendment, does not deem it necessary to ex- 
press or advance any opinion, or to give any in- 
structions, either general or specific, for the guid- 
ance of this committee. Why not, sir? Have 
we not been told, over and over again, that 
the country is agitated, greatly agitated—that 
the Union is in danger, in great danger? And 
have not gentlemen expressed fears that we are 
even now standing upon the brink and about to 
fail into an abyss that is to ingulf us and all that 
is dear to us forever; that the irretrievable and 
fatal step of the destruction of the Union is about 
to be taken; and that the people are standing all 
over the Union with palpitating hearts, waiting 
and watching anxiously to know what will be the 
action of the American Congress? And I sup- 
pose, sir, that the great questions with reference 
to which the public heart is palpitating with so 
much anxiety, are all embodied in these seventeen 
resolutions now before the Senate. What will 
they think, sir, and what will they feel—what will 
they judge, when we deliberately tell them that 
we do not think it safe or expedient to express 
any opinion upon all these subjects? It will be 
an intimation, sir, to those who are in suspense, 
that we do not know what to do; that the ship of 
State is in great danger, is driving amidst storm 
and tempest, with breakers ahead; and yet, that 
although thus perilously situated, the Senate do 
not deem it expedient to express any opinion 
upon any one of these great subjects. Where 


| Shall the people look for guidance under these 


circumstances? To what source 


3 shall they turn 
their eyes for counsel, for wisdo 


m, for direction, 


opinion upon any of the resolutions offered by || 
the Senator from Tennessee or myself; and the |! 
simple question is, shall we refer all these matters |! 


| made before. 
; there should be 


in a body to this select committee, without any || 
instruction to that committee as to how they shall | 
act upon the several subjects thus referred to their | 
consideration ? ii 
Mr. HALE. The Senator from Kentucky, as i 
I now understand, qualifies the remark which he || 
I understood him previous! s that 
diuna | 
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body must certainly. have. the faculty of second 


r combined in one bill three 
subjects; he now states, that in proposing that, he | 


if not to this chosen sanctuary of 
the American Senate tell the peop 
us is da 


their hopes? If 
e le that all above 
rk, is doubtful, is dubious—that they have 


i concluded to commit the settlement of these sub- 
jects, in silence and without any authoritative 


expression of their opinion apon them, into the 
hands of thirteen political doctors, that they may 
manage them as they in their wisdom see fit, and 
that they want the committee in their wisdom 


| to devise something—the Lord only knows what 


—it is tantamount to telling them that we are in 
such a perilous condition, in such a fearful state 
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of apprehension and alarm, that we feel compelled 
to throw aside our discretion and our wisdom, and 
proceed entirely upon the principle of implicit 
faith; trusting that the wisdom of thirteen men 
ean point out some way by which we can manage 
the ship of State, se as to get clear of the rocks 
which lie before us and threaten to destroy us. 
Sir, if anybody upon earth ought to express an 
opinion, it is this Senate; if there was ever a time 
to express that opinion, it is now. [If there is 


danger, let us tell them; if we have any opinions | 


to that effect, let us express them. And although 
the Senate may not deem it necessary to express 
their opinion, I trust they will permit one of the 
humblest of its members to express his; and that 
is, that here is the State of California desirous of 
coming into the Union, and the sole serious objec- 
tion that exists in the minds of Senators to that 
admission is, that she has in her constitution em- 
bodied the principle of freedom. 

A Senaror. Nobody has said so. 

Mr. HALE. I know that nobody has express- 
ly assigned that as an objection. 

Mr. FOOTE. I call the honorable Senator to 
order, and I will state my point of order. I un- 
derstand the Senator from New Hampshire to 
allude to the motives of Senators. He stated that 
the reason which was operating upon the minds 
of Senators here, who are adverse to the admis- 
sion of California as a separate measure, is, that 
she had adopted in her constitution a prohibition 
of slavery. He now: says, that although such 
language has not been used in debate, yet the in- 
ference is deducible that such are the motives of 
Senators. This I consider to be unparliamentary. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is out of order 
to ascribe motives to Senators; but the Chair did 
not understand the Senator as having done so. 

Mr. FOOTE. Iam satisfied with the decision 
of the Chair; but [ trust the Senator from New 
Hampshire will not pursue that line of remark. 

Mr. HALE. Does the Senator from Missis- 
sippi consider that it is an impeachment of the 
motives of a Senator to say that he is opposed to 
the admission of free States into the Union? 

Mr. FOOTE. Yes, sir; I do consider it a very 
serious imputation upon myself, and those I repre- 
sent here, to have it charged that I—in their name, 
and with their sanction—feel inclined to present 
the least obstacle to the admission of California, 
on the ground that in her constitution she has ex- 
cluded slavery from within her limits. Every 
southern Senator will say directly, that it is an 
imputation that is grossly untrue. 

Mr. HALE. I have said nothing, sir, about 
the motives of any one. I said there were reasons 
that lie back of those that were assigned. I think 
itis a matter of history—I do not mean old his- 
tory, but very modern history, if Lam not mis- 
taken—that one of the southern States, to wit, the 
State of Georgia, has passed a resolution to the 
purport, that the admission of California at this 
time, with her present constitution, would be a 
sufficient cause for disunion. 

Mr. FOOTE. There is nothing about slavery 
mentioned in that resolution. 

Mr. HALE. As Edo not wish to say that any 
one is actuated by improper motives, I will not 
speak of the Senate, but of out-door opposition. I 
wish to be understood, then, as saying nothing 
about the motives of any Senator, but I shall speak 
of the great moving cause of opposition outside of 
the bar of the Senate to the admission of Califor- 
niainto the Union, because she has adopted a con- 
stitution excluding slavery from within her limits. 
That is what I believe; and I do not deem that, in 
the words of this resolution, it is necessary to ex- 
press in advance any opinion as to what the state 
of things is inside of the bar. [A laugh.] That, 
sir, is the state of the facts, and it is not worth 
while to shut our eyes toit. I think we should 
call things by their right names; for we cannot, 
by calling things by other than their right names, 
change their nature. If I were in the habit of 
quoting poetry, like the honorable Senator from 
Mississippi, I would say something about a rose by 
any other name not smelling so sweet. This is to 
bethe compromise. A certain portion of the Con- 
federacy have found, in the course of events, that it 
becomes necessary to submit to this great evil; 
that is, the odious sin of admitting a State with a 
constitution excluding slavery. What is to be 
done? You are next to frame two territorial gov- 
ernments which shall contain no such provision. 


t 


| 


: of the Senate. 


_ guished member from Virginia in the other house | 
: many years ago: that you will not point at us and | 


‘ for their common schools, by which their children 


| better than it ever was before. [A laugh.} I think, 


What is the intent of this?’ Why, that slavery | 
shall be carricd into these territories, so that when | 
they cume here to ask admission as States, they 
shail have that institution embodied in their con- | 
stitutions, and be admitted as slave States. This | 
is the true state of the case. We had better look | 
at the question as itis, and not pretend to be more 
purely patriotic than we really are. This, sir, is 
my opinion of the state of things outside of the bar 


I would say another thing. I will tell the gen- | 
tlemen of the southern States that they will beat | 
us; that the North will be beaten, as she always | 
has been. I only ask that when we are fairly 
beaten down, that you will not do as a distin- | 


tell us that you buy us dog-cheap. That is all. I |} 
have no sort of doubt at all that the North are des- | 
tined to be defeated upon this question; slavery | 
will triumph. It will plant its foot upon the neck | 
of freedom and the advocates of freedom, and 
trample them in the dust. And why is this, sir? 
It is because the North allows it. She allows it, | 
sir, and she will allow it until the people of the 
North have a new edition of geography printed | 


may learn that there is a little piece of the United 
States having rights of its own, lying north of 36° 
30' and of Mason and Dixon’s line. This they do 
not know at the North yet; but they are beginning 
to find it out; they are beginning to open their eyes 
to it. 

While up, sir, I will express another opinion, 
and that is this: that the northern men, through 
whose instrumentality we are destined to be de- 
feated, and by whom we shall be defeated, when 
they get home, will find the northern country or |j 
climate, I fear, very much improved—a good deal 


sir, that it will be found rather a warm residence 
for those that have been residing in other latitudes, 
to come back to stay after they have been parties | 
to sucha surrender. These are my opinions. 

I shall only say, sir, in conclusion, that I shall 
follow the example of the Senator from Mlinois, 
and 1 shall offer no factious opposition. f shall | 


submit to what God in his providence and the | 
party in its power shall do. I shall resist it as long || 
as I can constitutionally, fairly, and decorously. 
But I will say that, so far as Iam individually 
concerned, I will offer no factious opposition. I 
have given my own opinion of the matter, and I 
believe it. fI have no doubt of it. Weare des- 
tined to defeat. We may contest the matter a lit- 
tle longer, but the end is neither distant nor 
doubtful. Gentlemen of the South, you have us 
All Task is, as { have said before, | 


i 
and that triumph in behalf of the Union of these |! 
States will be the defeat of your ultra abolitionists. || 
And, sir, the gentleman need not flatter himself |; 
with the hope that when gentlemen return to their 

constituents, they will find it to be much warmer 

than ithas been. No man here from a free State 
will feel any apprehension from any menace of 
that kind. 1 know something of the political his- 
tory of this country. 1 have been in a time quite 
as perilous, quite as agitating, quite as alarming as 
itis now, and that was before the famous Mis- 
souri question was settled by a majority of only ; 
six votes in the House of Representatives. Then, i 
as now, men who wished to defeat the adjustment :) 
and compromise of this great question were pre- || 


dicting that the representatives of the North who :: 
had assisted in making this adjustment would go ` 
home and find that their effigies had been burnt, | 
and would meet with a very warm reception. 

What was the fact, sir? Why, more exultation, : 
more joy, and more gladness were not manifested : 
by the people of the United States upon the an- | 
nunciation of peace with Great Britain, that was | 
concluded at Ghent, than that which animated : 
them upon the compromise of that question. And | 
such, I predict, will be the consequence now. It | 
will be a triumph, not of the South over the 
North, or of the North over the South, but of the |; 
patriotism of the Union, of the best interests of i 
mankind and of the world, over faction—yes, over i 
the ultra abolitionists. I discriminate between || 


| ler, Clay, © 


|| The question now is upon the amendment of the 


them and the Free-Soilers of the North; and, in re» 
gard to slaves going info these new territories, 
they are not more opposed to the measure than I 
should be to favoring it by any positive, action. of 
mine. But what they apprehend is, that. their 
food, their aliment for agitation will be cut off, and 
they will be left to cry in the midst of-the wildere 
ness, without being heard, and without sympathy. 

That will be the result of such a compromise as I 

believe it is within the power of this Congress to 

effect. ; 

Now, will the Senator that sits before me [Mr. 
Hate] allow me to ask him a question or two? 
He ventured to state, in order to put himself within 
the rules of order, that outside of the house the 
motives for the opposition to the admission of 
California is found in the slavery restriction in her 
constitution., It was in vain that Senators on all 
sides of the house rose and declared that they 
were actuated by no such motive. The Senator, 
driven from the Senate to find such motives actu- 


| ating its members, flies to the streets, and says 


that there the sentiment prevails. Now, sir, let 
me ask the Senator two questions: is he not in 
favor of the Wilmot proviso, and does he not op- 
pose the connection of California with the territo- 
rial bills, because, whilst it interrupts the success 
of the measure, it prevents him from carrying out 
his favorite measure? I put these questions to the 
Senator. 

Mr. FOOTE, | rise simply to make a sugges- 
tion, which J trust will not be offensive to any one, 
and to appeal to gentlemen who concur in sup- 
porting the views of the honorable Senator from 
Kentucky, to refrain from all further debate, and 
let the question be taken. 

Mr. MANGUM. I rise for the purpose of 
proposing an amendment to the amendment of the 
Senator from Kentucky, which I hope the honor- 
able Senator will accept as a modification of his 
amendment; if not, I will request a vote of the 
Senate upon it. 

Mr. CLAY. Let us hear what it is. 

Mr. MANGUM. Some question has been 
raised by the Senator from New Hampshire, or 
rather some objection made in regard to the phra- 
seology of the amendment proposed by the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky, to wit: ‘*That the Senate 
does not deem it necessary to instruct the commit- 
tee.” They may not deem it necessary at this 
instant, and an hour hence there may be a change 


| of opinion. The modification that I propose, and 


which I trust the Senator will accept—for [ cannot 
offer it in the shape of an amendment, there being 
an amendment to an amendment already-pending— 
is, that it shall read thus: ‘* The Senate does not 
deem it necessary, and therefore declines to in- 
struct the committee. ’’ le a 

Mr. CLAY. {í accept the modification, sir. 

The question being put upon the amendment as 
modified, the yeas and nays were taken, and re- 
sulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Atchinson, Badger, Bell, Borland, But- 
ass, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Dickinson, 
Dodge of lowa, Douglas, Downs, Foote, Hunter, Jones, 
King, Manguin, Mason, Morton, Pearce, Rusk, Sebastian, 
Boulé, Spruance, Sturgeon, ‘Turney, Underwood, and Yu- 
lee—29. 

NAYS—Messrs. Baldwin, Benton, Bradbury, Bright, 
Chase, Clarke, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, 
Dodge of Wisconsin, Felch, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Mitler, 
Norris, Phelps, Seward, Shields, Smith, Walker, and Whit- 
com)—~-22. 

So the amendment to the amendment was 
adopted. 

Mr. HAMLIN, I desire to have the original 
motion read by the Secretary; I mean the motion 
made by the Senator from Mississippi. : 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That motion was 


| to refer the resolutions of the Senator from ‘Ten- 


nessee and those of the Senator from Kentucky. 


| to a select committee. 


Mr. HAMLIN. Yes, sir, I am aware of the 
purport, but I want the precise words, because I 
desire to amend the motion. I propose to amend 
by inserting these words: ‘t Except so much of 
the same as relates to the admission of California 
asa State.” I take it, sir-—— 

Mr. TURNEY. [rise to a question of order. 
{ understand there is a question before the Senate. 


Senator from Missouri as amended. 
, Mr. FOOTE. In addition to that I would sug- 
gest—— 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
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Tennessee is correct; tbe question will be on the 
‘an it as amended. 
BE ee pent as amended was then adopted. 
Mr. HAMLIN, I suppose it will now be in 
order to move to amend the-original motion ? 
“The VICE PRESIDENT. Irt is in order. 
‘The proposed amendment was again-read, | 
Mr. CLAY. T believe, sir, that is thé precise 
“proposition that was made. the other day by the 
Bonator from “Missouri, and which was voted 


down. i ; 
Mr. HAMLIN. Ifthe gentleman had waited 
fora moment I would have explained the reason“ 
why Loffer this amendment. ‘It is true that an- 
other proposition, similar to this, but embracing a 
Jarger number. and ‘greater variety. of questions, 
was submitted a few days since, and it was voted 
down. The motion of the Senator-from. Missis- 
sippt now. is less extensive than it was then, con- 
pequently. the vote of the Senate to connect or 
disséver the qitestions then, cannot be considered 
tantamount to a vote to exciude a portion of them 
now; although I have myself no doubt that the | 
action of the Senate will be the same now as it was 
then. It is my intention, and it is also, I believe, 
the intention of my colleague, to vote for no terri- || 
torial bill that does not contain an express prohibi- 
tion of slavery. We have been instructed by the 
‘Legislature of our State to that effect, and those 
instructions accord fully with our own views. 
Well, sir, being so instructed, and cordially approv- 
ng of those instructions, I desire to present this 
proposition to the Senate, so that 1 may exhibit 
the evidence of my willingness to carry out that 
doctrine in good faith, and to vote for no measure | 
by indirection which shall cover up a subsequent 
vote, and thus relieve me from those instructions. | 
Therefore, Lask that I.may have the privilege now 
of voting to dissever them, so that if they should 
be connected by the committee, as I suppose we 
all understand they are to be, that then, when I | 
am compelled to vote against the admission of 
California, on account of its being connected with |} 
other questions, if that contingency should arise, 
ng amendment will show my desire to disconnect |} 
them, 
Mr. CLAY. The motion made the other day | 
is precisely that which is now offered. It isin 
these words: 


“ Bat nothing in the resolution shall be construed to au- 
thorize the said committee to take into consideration any- 
thing that relates to the admission of California into the 
Union.” 


That is the resolution that was voted down. 


different subjects are to be referred to this commit- 
tee, they must therefore be included in the same 
bills, and the one, therefore, made dependent upon 
; the other; and this assumption, made it appears 
to me without the least authority, is then urged as 
a decisive argument. against this proposition of 
reference. > 


In the first place, sir, no one has a right to 


assume that such: will be the case, and to make 
this bare assumption a ground of opposition to the 
proceeding.: T agree with the distinguished Sena- 
tor from Kentucky, that no committee would thus 
unite all the questions reférred to it. 
such a.course out of the question; so much so as 
| not to furnish, even to the most cautious, a reason 
for voting against this measure. I go further, sir: 


I consider 


I do not believe that there will be any further 
union of subjects in the same bill than the junction 
of the admission of California with the govern- 
ments of the territories; and 1 see a great fitness in 
that. But, sir, should the commitiee go further, 
and include more topics, what effect will that have? 
Just none at all, in opposition to the will of the 
majority. 

Gentlemen seem to suppose that the report of 
the committee is to be like the laws of the Medes 
and Persians, not subject to any alteration or 
amendment whatever. And the Senator from 
Maine evidently acts upon the same supposition 
when. he makes his motion beforehand to guard 
against a particular course of action on the part of 
the committee which he happens to disapprove. 
And permit me here to remark, that a great deal 
has been said about an understanding among Sena- 
tors—a causus of the leading members of this 
body,and much more of the same sort. This is cer- 
tainly making agreat matter out of a very small one. 
It is of little consequence whether there has been 
any caucus or not, or whether there be in reality 
such an understanding or not. 1 will say, how- 
ever, that I have heard of no caucus, and know of 
no understanding upon the subject. If there be 
any such, I am utterly ignorant of it. And I 
repeat, it is a small matter to be placed so promi- 
nently before the Senate and the country—to talk 
so earnestly about cauguses and about leaders. 
I know nothing of either. I, for myself, am as 
little disposed to lead as } trust I'am to be led. 

Now, here is a proposition to refer to a com- 
mittee a grand subject, affecting the very existence 
of the Confederation, Itissaid tobeunusual; butit 
must be remembered that the present condition of 
the country is unusual also. ‘There is a proposi- 


Mr. HAMLIN. I do not desire to offer any |! 
other reason than I have already offered, except to |! 
say that, upon the proposition then pending, no if 
committee was then raised, and nothing grew out |} 
-of it. There was an expression of the opinion of i 
the Senate, it is true; but under that motion no || 
committee was raised, and the motion was subse- 
quently withdrawn. If, under the present motion, |! 
a committee is to be raised, as I doubt not there | 
will be, I desire to record my vote in favor of a | 
separation of the subjects. f 
Mr: CASS. Mr. President, I would suggest to |i 
the honorable Senator from Maine, whether he H 
would not attain his object in a better manner by li 
awaiting the report of the committee, and then by 
moving to separate California from the other sub- jj 
jects, should it be associated in the same bill with |: 
any other? The Senator desires that his position |) 
should not be misunderstood, and therefore wishes $i 
to have a vote now upon this question. As to |i 
the appointment of a committee, there is no danger |; 
of misunderstanding, because he has announced j 
his objection to the measure, and will record his ' 
vote against it. He is presupposing that the com- | 
- mittee will unite various subjects in the same bill, | 
and wishes in advance in effect to pronounce upon || 
it. This interpretation may not be correct. There | 
may be no such reason, and in that event this If 
measure would be wholly unnecessary, It would 
be a mere work of supererogation. If, on the con- 
trary, the union should take place, it will then be 
as competent for the Senator to move a separation, 
as it is now to movea prohibition against it. The 
subject will be just as much in our power then as | 
now, and it will be much more proper to act in 
that case, for we shall then be dealing with exist- 
ing facts, and not with imaginary ones. 
And this same error, as to the course of the 
committee, seems to pervade ali our discussions 
upon this subject. It is assumed that, because 


jf 


H 


this meaure was first in 


tion to refer all the questions connected with this 
grave subject to a committee. Well, what is the 
objection that is urged against this reference? A 
good deal has been said about instructions to the 
committee, and about an effort to check debate. 
Now, it seems to me that no reasonable man, who 
has listened to the debate that has taken place to- 
day, can suppose that there is any disposition to 
check debate. If this debate has been checked, it 


would require a wiser man than | am to tell what $ 


would be a free debate, or to what length of time 
or topics its course would lead us. Senators have 
pursued their own course in their own way, anda 
more discursive debate I have never listened to. I 
have little apprehension that, here or elsewhere, 


any martyrs can be made to the great cause of free 
discussion by the proceedings of to-day. AH such 
allusions are, to say the least of them, in very bad 
taste. And what is to be the practical disposition 
of the labors of the committee? The subjects will 
come back to us reported upon by the committee; 
the whole matter will be within the 
the Senate, 
be made as well as now. 
committee, andlet them make the best re 
| can; no man will be committed by th 
whatever it may be; we shall be 
ing the committee may do. 

is, that, in the difficulties in 
| selves involved, a committee 
| ascertain if some practicable 
u vised for the settlement of 
; which now distract the count 
|; able man object to this course? I freel 
| cannot see how he can, 

!| word that has been said in 
i| and my surprise has incre 


jurisdiction of 
and any proposition to amend can then 
Let the subject go to the 
port they 
e report, 
pledged to noth- 
All that is proposed 
which we find our- 
shall deliberate and 


ry. Can any reason- | 
y confess | | 
I have listened to every | 
the course of the debate, | 
ased rather than dimin- | 


ished at the opposition which is exhibited. The pro- 
position affords one hope 
dation of the differences that divideus. | said when 
troduced, that my hopes of | 


the more for an accommo- 


I 
H 
i 
f 
plan cannot be de- |: 
the agitating subjects l: 


the advantages to be derived from it were by no 
means sanguine; and the course of proceeding in the 
Senate since that time has by no means increased 
my confidence in the result, I followed the hono- 
rable Senator from Kentucky in his declaration of 
similar views, as Lam happy to follow him in his no- 
ble effort to preserve this Union, equally dear, I have 
no doubt, to him and-me. But, whether my hopes 
or my apprehensions préponderate as to the effect 
of this measure, my course will be still the same. 
It may do good, and can do no harm. As 1 have 
said, it affords one chance the more of a happy 
termination of our troubles. If the committee make 
areport.that will be satisfactory, we can adopt it, 
and rejoice heartily at the happy result. If they 
do not, we shall then be no worse off than we are 
now, and must proceed to look our difficulties in 
the face, and to apply the best remedy which may 
then be left to us; and in any event it will be a 
grateful reflection that we have taken this step, 
deemed so important by many members of this 
body, and so urgently demanded by a’ large 
portion of the Union. And this consideration, 
were there no other, is decisive with me for sup- 
porting the proposition, It is indeed a small, a 
very small matter, to yield in a spirit of. concilia- 
tion; but it seems to be opposed with as much 
sternness of purpose, as if a sacrifice of the dearest 
interests of the country were demanded. I sym- 
pathize, sir, with no such feeling, nor indeed do F 
understand it. North or South, East or West, 
when great sectional questions are involved, if É 
could not yield the principle at issue, certainly I 
would yield: much as to the mode of its considera- 
| ton, and asto the process ofadjustment. Inno coun- 
i try under heaven is such a spirit more required 
| than this; and if it prevailed more extensively, I 
should anticipate with more confidence than I now 
do, not merely the speedy settlement of the ques- 
tions in dispute, but the restoration of those fra- 
ternal feelings without which, though there may 
be a political anion, there can be no union of affec- 
ition, It seems tobe distinctly understood that the 
discussion of the subject of the admission of Cal- 
| ifornia is to go on, notwithstanding the reference 
į to this committee; and before the discussion can 
i be terminated under any circumstances, to judge 
| by the progress made, the report will be received, 
and we shail then have made ‘some progress to- 
: wards a solution of our difficulties; we shall have 
! done something, much indeed, I trust, towards 
| the admission of California and the establishment 
| of the necessary territorial governments. 

I repeat what I have before said, that I consider 
the admission of California as certain as any event 
which has not yet happened, unless prevented by 
some process or machinery of legislation in the 
| other House, such as has been alluded to here and 
i| elsewhere. I trust, however, that no such meas- 
| ures wiil be resorted to. I should consider it a 
| course of action greatly to be deprecated. All we 
| have to do is, to permit the committee to consult 
and bring back a report. A good deal has been 
said about compromises, as though, by the appoint- 
ment of this committee, we were proposing to sur- 

render some great principle lying at the founda- 
| tion of our Government. Indeed, one might sup- 
|; Pose, from the temper and earnestness displayed, 
|| that our whole social and political System was to 
| be put to hazard by this very harmless attempt to 
| adjust our troubles by a compromise committee. 
; And such are our fears of this terrible word, that 
i we have actually struck it out of the resolutions, 
|; where it had been very properly introduced, and 
: made ourselves safe behind the shelter of its sub- 
| stitute, adjustment, Why, sir, neither the word 
_ nor the thing is so very terrible. This world is a 
; world of compromise. From the cradle to the 
| grave, human life is full of compromises. A man 
i gives up some portion of his natural rights to 
| Secure the remainder; and from the beginning to 
l; the end of his years, the same principle marks his 
| progress. He who stands upon his position with 
rigid inflexibility, and expects the world to bow be- 
fore him, will soon find by experience, how much 
i he has deceived himself. “In the Operations of ail 
; Governments there must be compromises, I sup- 
| pose there never was a law passed which precisely 
; met the views, in all particulars, of every one ta- 
| king part in legislation. Each can see something 
| which, in his opinion, might be improved; but 
f each has to surrender something TO COMPROMISE, 
in order to attain the object in view. What mutual 
concessions are to be made to lead to a compro- 
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mise in any given case, is a practical question, to | 
be determined by the circumstances. I suppose | 
no one dreams of the cession of any of the ques- | 
tions connected with the application of California. || I recollect. 1 havea tolerably distinct memory of ! 
‘With the views I entertain, and have expressed | | 
upon that subject, I never ean consent to compro- | 
mise away her rights. Such a measure is disa- | 
vowed in all parts of this chamber. But measures || resolutions of the Senator from Tennessee and 
far short of that, from the indications we have re- 
ceived, would afford satisfactory grounds for ad- 
justment. Many who object to the admission of 
California as an insulated proposition, have avowed 
their willingness „to abandon their opposition, if 
that measure is connected to a bill for the govern- 
ment of the territories. Is that a compromise 
which involves any surrender of principle, or, in- 
deed, ofexpediency? Is it nota small peace-offer- 
ing upon the altar of our country, if it is followed 
by the restoration of peace and harmony? As has 
been well. remarked by the distinguished Senator 
from Kentucky, it will be fulfilling an obligation 
we have solemnly taken; it will give equally to 
the people acquired by the same treaty, the govern- 
ments suited to their condition. 

It is, in fact, no compromise, but the perform- 


ance of a duty. 


ought to do, and what we have engaged to do. 
the opposition to California can be removed by 
such an act—compromise, if you please to call 
it—and that State brought into the Union more 


day, pending the amendment of the honorable 
Senator from Missouri, I submitted an amendment 
| which gave the motion its present shape, so far as 


the fact, and I think the record will also show it. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair under- 
stands, that after the present motion to refer the 


of them: 


those of the Senator from Kentucky to a select 
committee, that then the Senator from Missouri | 
submitted to that motion the following amend- it 
ment: 

“ But nothing in these resolutions shall be construed to 
autiorize We said committee to take into consideration any- | 
thing which relates to the admission of Calilornia into the | 
Union.” 

And the vote was taken on it, and it was re- 
jected; and now the Senator submits the following: 

“Except so much as relates to the admission of Califor- i 
nia as a State.” 

Mr. HAMLIN. There are certain resolutions | 
to accompany this resolution of the Senator from | 


subjects: 


: domestice s 


i} ment is simply to prevent a part of these resolu- 
tions from going to that committee, leaving the ! 

: x : rest of the resolutions to go to it. The other | 
It is doing precisely what “e i amendment was that the ahale of the resolutions 
i| should go, but that they should not act upon them. | 
1 think there is a difference in the two proposi- | 
tions. J] proposed to keep from that committee a | x 5 
certain portion of the resolutions proposed to be || Senate? 


souri. 


same. 


of California with any matter foreign , to- the admission.of 
that Slate in a direct manner, on a precisely equal fooling 
with the original States, and unincuimbered witi any oiher 
conditions, responsibilities, or considerations. 


Mr. BENTON. There were five others offered 
before these, which I wish would take precedence 


They were read as follows: 

Provided, That nothing in this instruction shall be con- 
strued to authorize the said committee to take into consid- 
eration anything thal relates to either of the four following 


1. The abolition of slavery within the States. 

2. The suppression of the slave trade between the States. 
| 3. The abolition of slavery within the forts, arsenals, 
i dock-yards, and nivy-yards of the United States. 
| 4, A olition of slavery within the Disiriet of Columbia. 
ji sind provided further, That said committee shall not take 
li into consideration an 
1 


y question in relation to the subject of 


t avery in the United States, which shall wot be 
specially referred to it by order of the Senate. 


Mr. DICKINSON. I understood the Chair to 
decide that it is a question for the Senate to de- 
termine whether the amendment now proposed by 


i Mississippi to the select committee. My amend. |: the Senator from Maine is not- the same in sub- 
PP y stance as that offered by the Senator from Mis- 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair deci- 
ded that it was not so identical as to make it the 


Mr. DICKINSON. | understood that the 
Chair was going to submit the question to the 


easily and more speedily, as I believe it can, Lam submitted by the Senator from Mississippi. The | Mr. UNDERWOOD. This, if] understandit, 


in favor of it; as I should be opposed to it, were 
that great measure put to hazard. And { hold 
myself vs free to act after the report of the com- 
mittee as I am now—under no obligation, how- 
ever slight, to accept it, unless Í think it just and 3 TENIA z INT "i 2 

reasonable. And Ein well satisfied ihat we shall | The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair reads 
secure the admission of California much sooner | 
by this process than by any other, especially by 
endless opposition and endless discussion, of which 


before, and as will many a day hereafter, if the 


amendment offered by the Sénator from Missouri | 
did not propose to withhold any of the resotutions, | 
but to instruct the committee how to act after they | 
j 
1 


had got there. 


* But nothing in this resolution shall be construed to | 
authorize the said committee to take imo consideration 
anything which relates to the admission of California asa 


The present amendment is to except from the 


is a proposition by the’ Senator from Missouri to 
amend a proposition submitted by the Senator 
from Maine. The Chair doubts as to the pointof 
order in reference to the proposition submitted by 
the Senator from Maine, but | wish the decision 
the first amendment, in the following words: | of the Chair upon the point of order embraced in 

i the proposition offered by the gentleman from 
| Missouri. Now, we have just adopted a resolu- 
i tion that we will not instruct the committee. The 


Senator from Maine, does not propose to send any 


il 
pi 
$ 
this day has had its full share, as has many a day |; State into the Union.” f resolution, or rather amendment, proposed by the 
l 


same spirit prevails; and while we are thus talk- | 
ing about delay in the admission of California, 


than by all other causes put together, i 


reference so much of the same as relates to the 
admission of California as a State. ‘The only dif- |; 


be referred to the commiuee with instructions, and 


| instructions to the committee, but is an excepticn 
of a portion of the subject to be committed. It 


: Senator from Missouri contemplates an instruction 


A p . . { 
that very delay is produced more by this cause |! ference is, that in the one case they are proposed to i seems to me, however, that the amendment of the 
| 


I am opposed to any instructions, for a most |! 
obvious reason. Would you make a farce of what | 


teen members of this body as a committee of refer- 


in the other without. 


|i now understand the question to be decided by the | 
i Chair. 


; f as to what the committee shail and what it shall 
Mr. FOOTE. Certainly; the action of the | notdo; and it therefore presents itself to my mind 


tea that it shall or ahali not do such and such a 


should be a solemn measure? If, you select thir- || committee must be the same in both cases. | |! that, so far as they propose to direct the commit- 


ence, have you not confidence enough in them to 
ane to their discretion? If you have ESID 
not, you had better abandon the project. Cannot || it is a proper question for the Senate to decide. 
you trust them to talk over this whole matter, and f Mr. BENTON. Then I understand that the 
to tell you what they think of it, without fettering ij amendment is pending, and l offer as an amend- 
their thoughts and their tongues, and saying omit 
this and that subject, for we cannot trust you even | 
to offer us an opinion upon it? Why, sir, no hon- || and the yeas and nays upon each of these fourteen 
orable man would serve upon such a committee, 
purporting to be organized for a great national pur- |: question is in force here yet. S 
pose, and responsible in the eyes of the country The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
for its proceedings and its recommendations, but 
divested of all means of effecting any valuable ob- 
ject, and rendered impotent by the very act of its |: 
creation. iam willing to have the opinion of any 
thirteen members of this Senate upon this whole 
subject, and then I shall be as free as I am willing | 
to consider their report in a spirit of respect, and 
to adopt just as much of it as 1 think the public 


trust somet 


interest requires. 


the committee is deliberating, I shall vote with the 
distinguished Senator from Kentucky for proceed- 
ing with the discussion respecting the admission of | 
California, and making all the progress we can. 
Mr. BENTON. The amendment proposed by 
the Senator from Maine is now pending, 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair has been |! 
making py a ar learns ae ihis amond: i 5. That they shall not make California a party to, or in 
ment was submitted to the original motion first, | 
and that it was withdrawn, ant wie appended by 
the Senator to the motion now pending. The 
Chair, in comparing the amendments, finds a ver- 


bal difference. 


Mr. BENTON. Then the Chair decides that 
the amendment of the Senator from Maine is not 
now pending before the Senate? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That is the impres- 
sion of the Chair. The Chair is of opinion that 


it is out of order. 


make an mquiry? Was there any amendment to 
the motion now pending? 


Mr. FOOTE. 


allow me, I think I can explain this. The other 


l 
H 
| 
Mr. HAMLIN. Will the Chair allow me to || 8, ‘rhat they shall not make a party to, or in any manner 
i 
| 
| 
| 
t 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks 


ment to the amendment the fourteen points of 
instruction; and I shall ask the vote of the Senate 


other remarks, 


points; and I wiil see whether or not the previous 


Missouri moves te amend the amendment by 
; adding thereto the following: 


| 
i 
1 
i. L With instructions that, in any bill, scheme, or other 
i measure or measures they may report, ey shall not con- 
| nect the admission of the State of U diforuia with any other 
| proposed jegistation which shah require the asseut of any 
į Other State to its completion, 

p 2. That they shali not connect the admission of the State 
i 

t 

| 

f 

H 

H 

| 

i 

j 

| 


“of California with any measere which is connected witha 
| qrtestion of boundary or other controversy with apy otier | 
State. 

3 Tha: they shall not connect the admission of the State 

i of California with any otber measure of Jess dignity than 

the reception and adinission of a suvercign State to be anew 
and entire member of this Union, 

| 4, That they shall not make California a party to, or in | 

any way include or connect her with, any provision in the ! 

ii natare or intent of a compact relating Lo slavery, or to any | 

i slave State or slave territory, otber than the compacts of the | 

i Constitation, j 

| 

{ 

i 


In the mean time, and while 


any way include or connect her witb, any provision in the {i 


ature or intent of a compact of any description, other than 
i the compacts of the Constitution, and those compacts rela- ; 
: ting to the domain which have been bere‘ofore required of ` 

new St-tes formed out of the territory of the United States. 


i 

| 

; alteration iu the boundaries of the State of California 

|} 7. That they sball not make the Suue of California a party 
| to, or in any way connected with, or the question of her ad- 
{ 

1 


| mission in any way connected with or dependent on, auy 
| provision in the nature of a compact which has not been re 

quired of either of the following named States: Ohio, In- 
i diana, [Hinois, Michigan, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, 
; Arkansas, Mis-ouri, Jowa, Wisconsin, and Florida. 


> 


: having the politicai organiz tion of a State, not represented [i Mr. President 
H x 3 


in this body. 


! 
i 
i 4 fi 
f the character or intent of a compact, any State, or peopie j should be setiled. 
If the Senator from Maine will |; i 


l 
f 
| 
| bind to, include in, or connect with, any pravision having {j 
j 
i 
t 
i 
} 
$ 


thing, itis in violation of the amendment of my 
| colleague, which has already been decided, and 
therefore not in order, although the proposition of 
the gentleman from Maine may be in order. ` 
While | am up, permit me to make one or two 
l must say that I concur entirely 
with the remarks which have been made by the 
honorable Senator from Michigan on this subject. 
{ think they were very seasonable, and hope they 
may have their due weight. l regret exceedingly 
i that we should be here hour after hour, and day 
i after day, discussing things of no importance; and 
: I would submit to the honorable Senator from 
| Missouri whether there can be any utility in pro- 
| posing such instructions, or in taking the course 
| he is now pursuing. Sir, would it doany good if 
| I were to take up the Constitution of the United 
| States, and propose that the committee should not 
| interfere with the establishment of religion in the 
| country; that it should not interfere with liberty 
| of speech; that itshould not grant titles of nobility, 
| or do any other of the hundreds of things which 
| may be prohibited by the Constitution, or by the 
| whole tenor of our institutions? Certainly, sir, if 
a young member like myself, a gentleman un- 
known to fame,as humble and unpretending as 
I am, should do a thing of that sort, what hutle 
| reputation Ido pussess would very soon be lost, 
Now, sir, it seems to me that these general ab- 
i stract propositions, although perfecily true, and 
although no one would gainsay one of them, we 
should not be alarmed at rejecting in this way. It 
6 That they shall not report any measure proposing asy || does seem to me that if we ever intend to come to 
any practical result, we will allow the committee 
| to go out, as proposed by the Senator from Michi- 
| gan, to give us the benefit of their consultations; 
| and wheh they present the result of their labors 
before us, we can consult them, and we will get 
ii rid of all these abstract propositions, which the 
gentleman from Missouri must see are only caleu- 
lated to embarrass the question it is so desirable 


1 I present the point of order.. I 
think it is vut of order to propose these points of 
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instruction, when the Senate ‘have already decided 
-that they will not instruct the committee. 
The VICE, PRESIDENT. .The amendment 
of the Senator from Missouri is-objected to on the 
ground that it is an instruction to the committee, 
and therefore inconsistent with the résolution in 
‘relation. to the instruction of the committee, which 
the Senate has adopted. The Chair is of opinion 
-that. the-proposition presented. by the honorable 
Senator:from.Missouri is in the nature of instruc- 
tions'to the committee, to except from their delib- 
erations a certain subject. But the question that 
presents itself is, whether inconsistencies are ques- 
tions of order. - On the 169th page of the Manual 
£ find that cee i i 

Af an amendment be proposed -inconsistent with: one 
already. agreed to, it is a.fit.ground for its rejection by the 
House, but not within the competence. of the Speaker to 
suppress, as if it were against order. For, were he per- 
mitted to draw questions. of consistence within the vortex 
of, order, he might usurp a negative on important modifica- 
sons, and suppress, instead of subserving, the legislative 
will. 

‘The -Chair is:of opinion that the amendment is 

in order, but it is for the Senate to decide. 

Mr. CLAY. I rise to perform the painful duty 
of appealing from the decision of the Chair, and I 
ask the yeas and nays on the question. I do not 
nfean to take up time. My opinion is, that when 
-the Senate has decided that it will not do a given 
thing, it is out of order for that thing to be pro- 
posed to be done, and it is within the province of 
the Chair to decide_it to be out of order. The 
question is, whether the Senate will maintain its 
power, whether it. will maintain its dignity, 
whether it will maintain its consistency; and upon 
that ground I must take an appeal from the decis- 
ion of the Chair. 

Mr. BENTON. [believe that the amendment, 
as it is called, though it is nothing but a rule for 
the government of the conduct of the Senate, has 
not been adopted by the Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the appeal. 

Mr. BENTON. And now, Mr. President, 1 
must recur to the main point, that here is an open 
attempt to enforce the previous question without 
any rule of the Senate, and to press the previous 
question against the rule. It is admitted that it is 
to cut.off all amendments; it is admitted to be the 
previous question in a different form, and it is even 
treated as a factious attempt to arrest the enforce- 
ment of the previous question here; to cut off all 
amendments where there is no rule to authorize 
‘them. lam opposed to this course, and deter- 
mined to resist it as long as the parliamentary law 
permits me. J understand that the Senate declines 
to give instructions to this committee; but I have 
a parliamentary right to offer them; and, when 
they are offered, there is no way to get rid of them 
but by a vote upon them. That is all. I havea 
right to offer them. The rules are not altered. 
The Senator from Kentucky has got a resolve 
adopted, but that cannot alter the rules of the 
Senate. They cannot be altered by a side move; 
they cannot be altered, pending a question, for the 
purpose of cutting off debate. Rules must be 
known, and they must be adopted beforehand; 
and if they are to be altered, there must be notice 
given that they are to be altered; and the process 
must be gone through in a regular manner. The 
rules of the Senate cannot be overturned; they 
cannot be obliterated; they cannot be expunged 
by a vote. adopted in the progress of a case that 
the Senate will do a thing contrary to the existing 
rule. Sir, the motion of the honorable Senator 
from Kentucky, and which has been adopted, is 
a motion to overrule the rules of the Senate; to 
trample the rules of the Senate under foot for the 
purpose of stifling debate; for the purpose of cut- 
ting off amendments; and when we come to these 
amendments we will see whether or not they are 
abstractions, which have been made the root of 
all the agitation that has taken place in the United 
States. Sir, I intend by these amendments to cut 
at the root of all that agitation, and to cut up the 
whole address of the southern members, by which 
the country was thrown into a flame. { mean to 
show that there was no foundation for any such 
thing; that is, I mean to offer a proposition upon 
which the votes will show that there has been a 
ery of “wolf,” when there was no wolf; that the 
country has been alarmed without reason, and 
against reason; that there is no design in the Con- 
gress. of the United States to encroach upon the 


rights of the South, nor to aggress upon the South, 
nor. to. oppress. them upon the subject of their in- 
stitutions. I propose, sir, to give the Senate an 
opportunity of showing that all this alarm has 
been without foundation; and I further propose to 
give to the people of the United States the highest 
declaration that can be given upon earth, that they 
have been disturbed about. nothing; and when we 
come to that. part of the question, we will see 
whether they are abstractions. or not; and if these 
are abstractions, then the country has been alarmed 
about abstractions. In the mean time, Mr. Presi- 
dent, I propose my amendments, and I ask that 
a separate vote may be taken upon each of the 
fourteen. ` 

Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President, I think- i 

“Mr. BUTLER. Will the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi allow me to say one word ? : 

Mr. FOOTE. Certainly; I yield with great 
pleasure to the honorable Senator from South 
Carolina. 

Mr. BUTLER. I wish to say to the Senator 
from Missouri, that if he supposes that the south- 
ern people are to be satisfied with votes upon tru- 
isms, or which all the country should regard as 
such, he is mistaken. He is equally mistaken, if 
he supposes votes of that kind are to be safety- 
valves for the dangerous and aggressive agitations 
of the North. Sir, the Senator must see as plain- 
ly as I do, that there is danger—that this thing 
has progressed to such lengths, that it will be but 
a feeble palliative to quiet it, to offer a resolution 
which merely declares that Congress has no right 
to interfere with slavery in the States; that. the 
South and the whole country is in no danger, and 
that all the agitation is caused by the Southern Ad- 
dress. Heis mistaken if he supposes that this 
thing, which may reach further than he supposes, 
is to be cut up by the roots by votes of this kind. 
We may differ as to the extent of the danger, 
but this is not to be the safety-valve by which 
it is to be avoided. Gentlemen will nof satisfy 
the South, I can assure them, by any such decla- 
rations, 

Mr. FOOTE. The Senate will bear witness to 
the fact that I have endeavored to avoid discussion 
and controversy on this question. I have be- 
lieved, and I yet believe, that the time has come 
when all true patriots should unite in the pure 
spirit of fraternal conciliation and compromise for 
the settlement of these questions; and that they 
should feel it their bounden and imperious duty to 
do all in their power to quiet excitement, and save 
the Republic from that danger which all of us do 


know has environed it for the last six or eight 
months. I repeat, that I did not come here this 
morning in the expectation of saying a word; and 
especially would I not be heard referring to any- 
thing emanating from a certain quarter, after what 
has occurred here, but for what I conceive to be a 
direct attack upon myself and others with whom 
Iam proud to stand associated. We all know 
the history of the Southern Address, and the world 
knows its history. It is the history of the action 
of a band of patriots, worthy of the highest laud- | 
ation, and who will be held in veneration when 
their calumniators, no matter who they may be, 
will be objects of general loathing and contempt. 
Who is the author of the Southern Address? He 
is known to the world. The late illustrious Sen- 
ator from South Carolina, whose decease a nation 
now mourns, and over whose untimely death 
every good man in all Christian countries, at the 


and the sole author, of that address. In our | 
presence here to-day, in the hearing of the friends 
of that distinguished statesman associated with 
him in that holy work, that address is denounced 


with mischief, and as having supplied food for the 
agitation and excitement which has involved our 
institutions in dangers from which they had to be 
rescued by the efforts of others hostile to the prop- | 
ositions of that address, and who did not partici- 
pate in its preparation. Those who were associ- 
ated with and sanctioned that address, are charged || 
with being agitators. And by whom? With whom |! 
does such an accusation as this originate? I shall | 
not be personal, after the lesson I have already re- 
ceived here. I intend to be, ìn a parliamentary 
sense, perfectly decorous in all things. But by |! 
whom is this extraordinary denunciation hurled 
against all those individuals who subscribed this 


present time, is now lamenting—is the author, | 


with great appearance of deliberation, as fraught |) the alley leading from the Secretary’s chair to the 


| tending to take a defensive attitude, and then await any as- 


oldest member of the Senate—-the father of the 
Senate. By a gentleman who, on a late occa- 
sion—— ’ 

[Here Mr. Foors, who occupies a seat on the 
outer circle, in front of the Vice President’s chair, 
retreated backwards down the aisle, towards. the 
chair of the Vice President, with a pistol in his 
hand. Mr. Benron, a moment before, having 
suddenly risen from.his seat and advanced by the 
aisle, outside the bar, towards him, following him 
into the aisle down which the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi had retreated. In a moment almost every 
Senator was on his feet, and calls to “ order;’? de- 
mands for the Sergeant-at-Arms; requests that Sen- 
ators would take their seats, from the Chair and 
from individual Senators, were repeatedly made. 
Mr, Benron was followed and arrested by Mr. 
Doper, of Wisconsin, and, in the -confusion and 
excitement which prevailed, he was heard to ex- 
claim, from time to time: ‘1 have no pistols !?? 
“Let him fire!’? “Stand out of the way!” «I 
have. no pistols? ‘I disdain to carry arms!” 
“ Stand out of the way, and let the assassin fire !? 
While making these. exclamations, Mr. Benton 
was brought back to his seat; but, breaking away 
from Mr. Doper, of Wisconsin, who sought for- 
cibly to detain him, he advanced again towards 
Mr. Foorsz, who stood near the Vice President’s 
chair, on the right-hand side, surrounded by a 
number of Senators, and others not members of 
the Senate. Mr. Dickinson took the pistol from 
the hand of Mr. Foors, and locked it up in his 
desk, and Mr. Foors, on the advice of Mr. Bur- 
LER, returned to his seat.]* 

The VICE PRESIDENT directed that Sena- 
tors and spectators should be,seated; and order 
was partially restored. 

Mr. DICKINSON. Mr, President, whatis the 
question before the Senate? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the appeal from the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I should like to hear the 
question again stated, as I do not remember pre- 
cisely what it was. 

{There was still much confusion 
this time in the Senate.] 

*A CARD.—In the report of the unhappy occurrence 
which tdok place on yesterday in the Senate, I regret.to per- 
ceive one or two slight inaceuracies, which I hope you will 
promptly correct. The inaccuracies alluded to are not in 
the report of the debate, which is one of the most accurate 
l ever saw, but in the following statement: 


[“ Here Mr. oor, who occupies a seat on the outer cir- 
“ cle, in front of the Vice Presidents chair, retreated back- 
“ wards down the aisle, towards the chair of the Vice Pres- 
“ident, with a pistol in his hand; Mr. BENTON, a moment 
“ before, having suddenly risen from his seat and advanced 
“ by the aisle, outside the bar, towards him, following bim 
t into the aisle down which the Senator from Mississippi 
“had retreated. in amomentalmost every Senator was on 
“ his fect, and calls to ‘order ;? demands for the Sergeant- 
“ at-Arms3 requests that Senators would take their seats, 
« from the Chair and from individual Senators, were repeat- 
“ edly made. Mr. Benton was followed and arrested by 
“ Mr. Dongs, of Wisconsin, and, in the confusion and ex- 
“ citement which prevailed, he was heard to exclaim, trom 
“time to time: ‘I have no pistols”? «Lethim fire !? € Stand 


prevailing at 


| “ outof the way!” «I have no pistols !? © I disdain to carry 


“arms? ¢ Stand out of the way, and let the assassin fire D 
“ While making these exclamations, Mr. Benron was 
“brought back to his seat; but breaking away from Mr. 
“ Doves, of Wisconsin, who sought furcibly to detain him, 
* he advanced again towards Mr. Footer, who stood near 
“the Vice President’s chair, on the right-hand side, sur- 
“ rounded by a number of Senators and others not members 
& of the Senate. Mr. Dickinson took the pistol from the 
‘hand of Mr. Foor, and locked it up in his desk, and Mr. 
“ Foore, on the advice of Mr. BUTLER, returned to his 
 seat.??] 


Now, asto the “retreat” spoken of, it was simply a move- 


; ment iu a line—which made something like aright angle with 


the one along which the Senator from Missouri was ad- 
vancing. On secing him advancing, I simply glided towards 
door, in- 


sault which might be made. I could not have done other- 


; wise, without, in a certain event, endangering the lives of 


unoffending persons. You seem to represent myself as be- 


address? By a gentleman Jong denominated the | 


ing pursued by my antagonist down a narrow alley. Ifyou 


| allude to the alley along which I walked in order to take 
| my defensive attitude alluded to, you are ìa error, as the 


person alluded to did not even reach my seat, nor even get 
more than something like half-way from his seat to mine. 
The fact is, that I neither retreated from, nor advanced 
upon, the Senator referred to: I simply advanced to a con- 
venient position for purposes of defence. You say “Mr. 
Dickinson took the pistol from the hand of Mr. Foors.” 
This is true, but { would add, that it was cheerfully surren- 
dered on application being made for it, and upon seeing that 
I was no longer in danger of being assaulted. I regret that 
I have deemed it necessary to make this explanation, but I 
did not know how to avoid it. H. 8S. FOOTE, 
April 18, 1850. 
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Mr. CLAY. I hope that order will be pre- 
served. 

Mr. BENTON. Weare not going to get off 
in this way. A pistol has been brought here to 
assassinate me, The scoundrel had no reason to 
think I was armed, for I carry nothing of the kind, 
sir. 

Mi; FOOTE. I brought it here to defend my- 
self, 

_ Mr. BENTON. Nothing of the kind, sir. It 
Is a false imputation. I carry nothing of the kind, 
and no assassin has a right to draw a pistol on me. 

Several Senarors. “Order,” order.” 

Mr. BENTON. It is a mere pretext of the 
assassin, Will the Senate take notice of it, or 
shall I be forced to take notice of it by going and 
getting a weapon myself? A pistol has been 
brought here and drawn upon me by an assassin. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Senators will be 
seated. 

Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President 

The VICK PRESIDENT. Senators will be 
pleased to suspend their remarks until order is re- 
stored. Senators are requested to be seated, 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Business cannot 
proceed until order is restored. 

Mr. HALE. I hope order will be kept in the 
galleries. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There is too much 
noise in the galleries. Quiet and order must be 
restored, 


Mr. BORLAND. So far from thinking it so 
serious a matter that the Senate are called upon to 
take notice of it, 1 think it a very ridiculous affuir, | 
of which the Senate should rather feel ashamed, 
and say as little about it as possible. I ama 
young member of the Senate, and one perhaps of 
the least experience, but to my mind there was not 
any danger on foot at all. 

Mr. FOOTE. So faras I am concerned, if I 
know my own heart and intentions, and some- 
thing of my own character, I have nothing of the | 
assassin about me. I have never threatened any 
personal attacks, never. My most intimate per- 
sonal friends have never heard me indulge in any | 
such language. 
morving with no intention to dispute, but with 
the desire to endeavor to settle these great questions 


in such a manner as would conduce to the welfare | 


of the country. It is my earnest desire that this 
matter shall be investigated; and I wish to state, 
in advance, thatif it can be proved, by construc- 


tion or declaration, in any shape or form, that I | 
armed myself for the purpose of attacking the | 


Senator from Missouri, with the purpose of assas- | 
sination, as charged—if even a cause for suspicion 
is made out against me—I beg that 1 may be ex- 
pelled from this Senate, of which I should hold 
myself unworthy to be a member. Yes, sir; I; 
say that if there is even a cause for suspicion es- | 
tablished, I desire that such a course may be pur- | 
sued towards me. But, so help me Heaven, being | 


So help me God, | came here this | 


and to personalities; we were sent here for greater 
and for nobler purposes. ‘The Senate of the United 
States has heretofore been considered aš one of the 
most dignified and decorous bodies of men. in ‘the 
world, and we owe it to ourselves to vindicate the 
Senate from the disrepute, so far as it can be done, 
which attaches to it in consequence of a scene like 


| this. I hope lam not troublesome: It is not often, 


Mr. President, that I trespass on the time of the 


| Senate, and I would have greatly preferred that 


any other Senator should have moved in this mat- 
ter. I feel that it ought not to be permitted to 
| pass in silence. No one can regret more than Edo 
| that such an occurrence should have transpired in 
j this hall, between two members of the body and 
| of the same political party; but as such is unhap- 
| pily the fact, I wish to see everything presented in 
a fair and proper point of view. I move you, then, 
sir, that a commiltee of five be appointed by the 
| Chair to investigate the whole matter, and report 
| all the facts to the Senate. j 

Mr. MANGUM. Ihave drawn up very hastily 
a resolution on this subject. I concur entirely 
with every remark I have heard fall from the Sen- 
ator from Wisconsin, and | have drawn up a reso- 
lution proposing that a committee of seven should 
be appointed. 

Mr. DODGE. [J accept of that number. 

Mr. MANGUM. I myself decline to serve as 
one of the members of the committee, but the 
honorable Senator from Wisconsin I hope will be 


threatened with chastisement, and being informed |; 
that I was likely to be attacked, and resolving, i| 
under no such circumstances, to make the attack | 


placed at the head of it. The resolution is: 


Resolved, That a committee of seven be appointed to in~ 
vestigate the disorder of to-day in the Senate, and that they 
| report to the Senate what befits the oceasion, and have 


Mr. FOOTE. May I proceed in order? 
Mr. BENTON. 1 demand that the Senate shall 


take immediate cognizance of the fact of this pis- 
tol having been brought here to assassinate me, 
under the villainous pretext that I was armed—the 
pretext of every assassin who undertakes to con- 
stitute a case of self-defence when laying out the 
death of his victim. Will the Senate notice it, or 
shall I myself, for it shall not pass. I will not be 
satisfied here. 

Mr. FOOTE. If my presenting a pistol here 
has been understood as anything except the neces- 
sary means of self-defence, after threats of per- 
sonal chastisement, it is doing me a wrong. I 
saw him advancing towards me, and I took it for 


granted he was armed; for had I thought other- | 


wise, [should have stopped to meet him in that 
narrow alley. But I supposed that he was armed, 
and therefore I determined to take ground where | 
could meet him more fairly, and I drew out the 
pistol and was ready to fire it in self-defence. I 
have never sought any man’s life, nor gone in 
quest of any man with a view of taking his life. 
No, sir, never. My life has been a defensive one 
from my boyhood. I mention it, not from the 
imputations that have been thrown out here, but 
that all the Senators present and the American 
public, who may hear of this thing, may be wit- 
nesses of the fact, that whilst I was making a per- 
fectly parliamentary speech, threatening language 
was used, menacing gestures indulged in, and an 
advance made-towards me, with the view, as I 
supposed, of putting violent designs into effect. 
I therefore retreated a few steps, with a view to 
get elbow room to act in my own defence, and not 
to shoot him. So help me God, such alone was 


myself, | simply prepared to resist any attack. 
And when I thought the attack was about to be | 
made, instead of putting the lives of my friends in | 


danger, I simply advanced for the purpose of de- 
fending myself. And if the Senator had advanced | 
down the alley for the purpose of attacking me, | 
such was my intention. And I repeat, that ifany | 
Senator has the least ground of suspicion, so far as | 
Iam concerned, of my motives, or that my con- 
duct was unworthy of a Senator or of my constit- | 
uents, I earnestly desire this committee of investi- | 
gation. 
Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin. Mr. President, I | 
deeply deplore the unhappy and violent scene | 
which has just occurred. 1 do think that itis due } 
to the dignity of the Senate, and to the high char- 
acter that this body has ever maintained for peace 
and good order, that the matter which has just 
transpired should be referred to a committee, that 
it may be fully investigated and reported upon. It 
should be properly understood by ourselves and by 
the people of the United States. Sir, I have known 


| 
five years, and I have never known him to carry | 
arms, though I have always believed him to be a | 
man who would use them when necessary, and on | 
a proper occasion, and defend himself under any | 
and all circumstances. 4 
vanced in the direction of the Senator from Mis- | 
sissippi, being one of his old friends, [ went up to : 
him to prevent, if possible, any difficulty in the 
Senate, believing, as a member of this body, that 
it was my duty to attempt to keep the peace, and 
to see that no act was done on the part of either 


When he rose and ad- |} 
i charge me with a breach of the peace, and I will 


i| the charge is true. J 
jand cowardly to undertake to impute to me the 


power to examine witnesses and take testimony in the case. 


Will the honorable Senator accept this in lieu of 


| his motion? 


| most of the Senators, I suppose. 1 was not look- 
i ing on at the moment, for my attention was drawn 
| from that part of the body. ` But I think the reso- 
i lution does not go far enough. I think the two 
i Senators who have been placed in an unpleasant 
i relation towards each other ought to be placed 


|| under an obligation to keep the peace, and for that 


purpose that they should either voluntarily or 
| otherwise go before some magistrate of the city, 
or that both of them in their places here should 


i pledge themselves—which would be more gratify- 
the Senator from Missouri intimately for thirty- |; 


ing to me—not to pursue this matter, at any rate, 
during the session of the Senate, further than what 
occurred to-day. If the Senators will make such 
promise to the Senate, I shall be extremely happy. 

Mr. BENTON. I have done nothing upon 
God Almighty’s earth to authorize any man to 


rot in jail before I will give a promise admitting that 
l regret nothing. It is lying 


gentleman that would have a tendency to disturb 
it. Tam friendly to both, but the Senator from |; 
Missouri has been my bosom friend for thirty-five | 

years, and | will stand by him on all occasions |; Mr. CLAY. My observations did not relate to 
and in any situation in which he may be placed |! the past, but to the future. I did not pretend to 
on earth. Isay, | am not unfriendly to either ii say whether either of the parties or both are in 
gentleman, but [am one of those who believe that || I merely expressed a wish in reference to 
the Senate is not the proper place to settle dificul- ‘ the future, and without reference to the past, that 
| ties of this character. df gentlemen choose to fight, || the two Senators should come under some legal 
they will find plenty of room out of the Senate |, or personal obligation not to push this matter 
chamber; the streets are large, the neizhboring 8 further. 

grounds are spacious, but the respect we owe to; Mr. FOOTE. Mr.\President—— 

the country and to ourselves should prevent the Be cool. 

| occurrence of such scenes in the Senate chamber. 
Sir, a due regard for the respect and dignity of | 
the Senate constrains me to urge, in the strongest i 


my intention. f 

Mr. President, I suppose I may now proceed in 
order. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator wil 
suspend his remarks for a moment. 

Mr. HALE. I have sat here supposing that 
some older Senator than myself—— : 

Mr. FOOTE, t have the floor. 

Mr. HALE. I rise to a privileged question; 
not to make a motion, but to ask the Senate 
whether it is not due to itself that this subject 
should be investigated ? 

Mr. FOOTE. I court it. | 

Mr. HALE. I have merely suggested that 
some such action should be taken. God knows 
that it is the last duty I desire to perform—among, 
as l am, the very youngest men on this floor—to 
make any motion; but [ should feel that | was un- 
worthy of a seat on this floor if I tacitly allowed | 
a transaction of this kind to occur here, and go 
without the investigation of a committee of this 
‘body; and I think the Senate owes it to itself to 

@proceed instanter towards such a step. Having 
made the suggestion, I leave it to older, wiser, and 
sager heads than my own to make the motion, | 
though, if nobody else does, I will do it myself. 


deem to be due to its own character. 
l have nothing to say about the violence of the j 

scene or the drawing of the pistol. These are |! 

their own affairs, and are matters that they must || never worn arms to make an attack on any person, 

decide upon their own responsibility; but, for the I 

honor of this body, and for the honor of the whole 

country, I am certain that these things should. be | 


stopped. We ought to have an end to wrangling 


| except when menaced, as I was the other day in 
the Senate with a cudgel. My friends urged upon 
me that, being diminutive in size and quite feeble in 
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: : : > . ro 
h itt L-ahould at Jeast. wear arms for-my own || mistaken. Very soon -after that—there was an || unless my friends think if better that I should post- 
“defence Ti was a novel thing to me, for | am not || amicable arrangement between us, and there is no || pone my remarks till to-morrow. 


- abi ing it, and I puto ns; sap- || gentleman, either of the Senate or the House, to Several Sewarons. Yes, yes. 
Di mn n Piani pe Saasked- aner || whom I have been more indebted for the exercise Mr. FOOTE accordingly gave way; when— 
por PE ani occurred, simply for. the. parpose of |! of kindness and courtesy, or. with whom I have On motion by Mr. BUTLER, the Senate ad- 


defending myself. - Having a constitutional right had more pleasant intercourse—than the Senator journed. 
to bear arms. for my‘owd defence, 1 have merely || from Mississippi. > i 


exercised that right. . I deem this statement due to myself, from the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
“Mr. MANGUM. .. Will the Senator give way || nature of the suggestions I threw out when wes Tavrspay, April 18, 1850. 

for.a:moment? ` : ` ipup before. ‘This thing cannot be smothered. We TheJ ph ae eee j 

Mr. FOOTE. Certainly.: — . || cannot, like the ostrich, imagine that by shutting ne Journa: of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr: MANGUM. l move-that the doors of the || our eyes we are concealed from the whole world. || The Clerk elect of the House of Representa- 

ete lend, : The galleries were filled with spectators; every- || tives, R. M. Youne, Esq., appeared; was quali- 
Several Senarors. `Oh, no. body. saw what transpired, and the news of this || fied, and took his seat at the Clerk’s desk. 

“MP. FOOTE. - I hope: not; I-hope my friend || transaction is already traveling with lightning ACCOUNTS OF THE LATE CLERK. 

will not do me.that injustice. -I hope he will with- || Speed over the telegraph wires to the remotest The SPEAKER rose and said, he desired to 

draw the motion. borders. of the Republic. And can we expect to suggest to the House, that in consequence of the 


Mr. SEWARD, (in. his seat.) No, you are || conceal the fact now that menaces have been used death of the late Clerk, and the election of a new 


right; insist upon it. | and arms exhibited within the American Senate? officer to supply his place, it would be right and 
“Mr, FOOTE. I beg my friend will not insist || It is idle. Nor should we shut our ears to the proper, as an act of justice alike to the late incum- 
upon it, when a public explanation is necessary to || fact, that Madame Rumor, with her hundred || pent and to the present one, that the House should 
myself. ` mouths, will magnify the occurrence tenfold. 1t || direct the Committee on Accounts, or some other 
Mr. MANGUM. Well, I will withdraw it. is not impossible that even now it may have been committee, to attend to and supervise ‘the settle- 
Mr. FOOTE. Now, I say again that | shall || rumored in the city of St. Louis that several Sen- ment of the atcounts of the late officer, so aa to 
always wear arms, when I suppose { am in danger, || ators are dead and weltering in their blood on the separate them from those of the new one. The 
for the purpose of self-defence alone. 1 have || floor of the Senate. That is not an eXtravagant House was aware that there was a large contin- 
never assailed young or old in my life, by any | supposition. And it was for the purpose not only |! oont fund under the direction of the Clerk, and a 
menace of violence or any actual attacks. It is || of vindicating the character of the Senate, but of settlement of the accounts ought to be made under 
only. when I am threatened with danger that | || setting history right, and of informing the public some committee authorized by the House to act. 
wear arms. | have always preferred.a different | exactly what took place, that 1 made the sugges- Mr. McCLERNAND said, he would move that 
mode of settling such matters, and i have kept the || tion, which 1 was happy to see seconded by the the Committee on Accounts be directed to super- 
door wide open for the purpose of avoiding such || Senators from Wisconsin and North Carolina. vise the settlement of the accounts of the late 
scenes as have occurred in this body to-day. In In conclusion, I beg most sincerely that, in the Clerk. 
reply to the Senator from Kentucky, who is enti- || event of the appointment of such a committee, It was ordered accordingly. 
tled to the respect and veneration of all, and whose | although I first suggested it, I may not be put on i ND POSTMASTER 
reputation for chivalry in this country is as high |! it myself. ; DOORKEEPER AND, TER. 
as for his patriotism and eloquence, | have no hesi- Mr. BORLAND. I was well aware, as the Mr. LITTLEFIELD rose and said that he 
tation in saying that I shouid deem it unjust to || gentleman has informed us, that the eyes of the || desired to offer a privileged resolution; and that 
myself, and highly improper, to admit in the least || world are upon the Senate, and that all that was |j as he had not made any hour speech this session, 
“degree that | wore arms for the purpose of attack- || done here was seen by the spectators in the gal- | and seldom troubled the House, he desired to be 
ing any one,or that 1 could form a scheme for the |j leries and lobbies; and for that very reason I || allowed briefly to state the object of his resolution, 
purpose of attacking any one, or that L had done || thought it unnecessary to have any committee of |} which related to the organization of the House, 


anything towards forming a scheme for violence in || investigation on the subject. 1 do not see the use || and was purely of a practical and business char- 
this affair, With what occurred some time ago, 1 |] of an investigation, or what is to be gained by || acter. he ; 

am satisfied. What occurred to-day, I attach very || it. Everybody knows what was done; and Í -No objection being made, i 

little importance to. I never make attacks on any || suppose the reporters for the Senate have written Mr. L. proceeded. Itis admitted on all hands 


member of the Senate; but Å simply stand prepared || down what was said. Then what is the use of an || that we have not elected any Doorkeeper or Post- 
to defend myselfagainst dangers whenever they ex- || investigation? I do not attach as much import- || master this session; and it ig at least doubtful 
hibit themselves. ~ 1 shall seek, for reasons known || ance as others seem to do to this mater; for, || whether we have any persons who are legally 
to honorable Senators, no further remedy than the || really, I did not apprehend there was any danger. || authorized to perform the duties of those offices, 
present hour affords, in connection with this affair; || E have seen no cause to apprehend any danger. |} The most that can be said is, that the persons now 
yet Í stand on ground that would compel me, asa || On the subject of the dignity of the Senate, al- || performing the duties of those offices do so b 
man of honor, to do and perform whatever I || though one of its youngest members, I feel as || sufferance. They hold their places by a doubtful 
might be invited to do on that field. ; much interest as any man; and in my short ser- j| ‘tenure. I desire that it shall no longer be said 
T suppose there must be action on the proposi- || vice, I believe l have never committed any breaches || that the House of Representatives of the thirty- 
tion of the Senator from North Carolina, before I |! of the peace, or of the rules of order; and 1 trust || first Congress is unable to elect its own officers. 
can proceed with my remarks on the general ques- || | never shail. If I have difficulties of this char- || My resolution, if adopted, will complete the or- 


tion. acter to settle, | shall certainly seek another place | ganization of the House, and remove all doubt 

Mr. DICKINSON. That my own action may || to settle them, as to the right of those holding the offices of Door- 
not be misunderstood, I wish to say a word. 1 The resolution proposed by Mr. Mancum was keeper and Postmaster to exercise the duties per- 
have been a member of this body for six years, || then adopted. A j| taining to their offices. My proposition is liberal 
and my own course in this matter, by those who Mr. MANGUM. I hope it will be entered upon to the Whig side of the House, and I anticipate 


know me, will be well understood, ‘I called the || the Journal as having passed unanimously. I|| no objection from that quarter. My own side of 
attention of the Chair to the business before the j| move that the Chair appoint the committee, with ; the House can well afford to be liberal. We have 
Senate; and, on account of a remark made by the |) this remark, that I have no purpose to serve on it || now the Speaker and Clerk of the House, and if 
Senator from Missouri that the matter was not to || myself. i my resolution is adopted, we shall have the Post- 


be thus disposed of, allow me to say, that my ob- |! Te was accordingly ordered that the Chair ap- || master; giving our opponents the Doorkeeper 
ject was to call Senators to their places, and to || point the committee. : T only. Now let us be liberal to the extent inti- 
restore immediate order in the Chamber. I had no Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, it is always very || mated. 1 hope there will be no objection from 
expectation or desire that this matter was to be || unpleasant fur me to differ with the presiding offi- || this (the Democratic) side of the House. 

overlooked. It is altogether too grave an affair, || cer. If I can accomplish my object equally as!! I will add one more remark, if the House will 


and I concur entirely in the motion of the Senator || well in any other mode, | will withdraw my mo- || indulgeme. I congratulate the Democracy of the 
from Wisconsin, and his suggestion as to the pro- jį Gon, and move, by way of amendment to the va- country that the Democratic members of this 
priety of investigating thia affair. So much for my || rious propositions of the Senator from Missouri, || House, from the North and South, East and 
own action. || the very amendment which the Senate has before || West, are again side by side and shoulder to 
Mr. BENTON. I have jest a word for the || adopted to-day. ii Shoulder, as was exhibited yesterday in the suc- 
Senator from New York, which I should throw in|} The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair does |! cessful contest for Clerk. 
here. When l saw that the Senator called to || not understand the motion of the Senator from l have now not only dismissed what little of 
order, it struck me that he desired to proceed with || Kentucky. fear I have had of a dissolution of the Union, 
business as if nothing had happened, and I did Mr. CLAY. The Senator from Maine moves | but all apprehension I have had of a dissolution 
not choose that the subject should be passed over || to except California; the Senator from Missouri || of the Democratic party. 
quite so lightly as that. offers fourteen instructions as an amendment to | Mr. L. then sent to the Clerk’s table the follow- 
Mr. HALE. A single remark on the course | || that motion; and I now move as an amendment to i ing resolution, which was read for information: 


have pursued T certainly have no personal feel- | the instructions proposed by the Senator from Mis- i| Resolved, That Robert E. Horner, of New Jersey, be and 
Ings to gratify; none in the least. I do not know |} -souri, precisely the same amendment which l be- | he hereby is declared duly elected Doorkveper of this 
that there is a human being in the city against || fore*offered to-day, and which was adopted. l oue ane senn M: nee of Virginia, be and he here- 
whom I have just cause for enmity and difference; | Mr. FOOTE.” Mr. President, I have one reo || y is declared duly elected Postmaster of this Bouse, to 


£ 4 : i iÌ hold their respective offices until others are chosen in their 
and I may take this occasion to say, what I have || mark to make inconelusion of the speech which [ |! stead. p $ 


never before had a proper occasion to say, that |! was making some time ago, when I was inter- | 
from the hard knocks’w hich passed between the | rupted. [ havebuta single topic more to discuss. Í 
Senator from Mississippi, soon after his entrance |} Mr. BUTLER. I trust my friend will give | 


The resolution having been read, * . 
Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, rose and ob- 


i 
; r ) ) | Y | jected to its introduction. ; 
into the Senate, and which formed the subject of || way, so that I can move an adjournment, l The SPEAKER. The resolution is notin or 
newspaper comment at the time, if any suppose || Mr. FOOTE. I certainly think it would be i| der, except by unanimous consent, Objection has 
there is. not the best feelings between us they are || improper in me to give way without concluding, f been made, and the resolution therefore is not in 
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order, because no motion tò suspend the rules is 
in order on this day. This deciston is made under 
the decision heretofore made by the House. The 
Chair heretofore decided that this was a privileged 
question which could be acted on at any time. 
The House overruled that decision, as the record 
of the House will show; and under that decision 
no action can be had upon the subject out of its 
regular order. The Chair therefore rules the res- 
olution to be out of order, 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD addressed the Chair. 

Mr. MEADE rose, he said, to a question of 
order. He desired to know whether it was not in 


order for him to-appeal from the decision of the || 
Chair upon the resolution of the gentleman from i 


Maine, [Mr. Lirrterietp,] so as to give the 


House an opportunity to reverse its former de- ; 


cision if it should think proper to do so? 
The SPEAKER. There is no doubt that the 
gentleman has the right to apneal from the de- 


cision of the Chair, and the House can control |; 


the decision of the House upon this and all other 
questions. 
Mr. MEADE. Then I appeal from the de- 


cision, (believing that the decision of the Speaker , 
in the first instance was correct,) to give to the | 
House an opportunity of correcting its former de- | 


cision. 

Mr. McCLERNAND, remarking (as the re- 
porter understood) that he desired that the de- 
cision heretofore made should be corrected, because 


he believed it to be erroneous, asked the yeas and | 


The Chair will state the į 
The gentleman from Maine (Mr. Lit- į 


nays on the appeal. 

The SPEAKER. 
question, 
TLEFIELD] has offered a resolution declaring that 


the present Doorkeeper and Postmaster are elected | 


to these offices for the present Congress. 


Mr. LITTLEFIELD, (interposing.) Until other | 


officers shali be chosen. 

The SPEAKER, (continuing.) This resolution 
the Chair has ruled to be out of order, upon the 
ground that it is not a privileged question, nor a 
question of privilege. Such the Chair understood 


to have been the decision made by the House on | 


a former occasion. From that decision the gen- 
tleman from Virginia [Mr. Meane] has appeaied. 
And the question is, ‘Shall the decision of the 
Chair stand as the judgment of the Ilouse?”” 
Mr. HALL said he understood that the resolu- 
tion of the gentleman from Maine [Mr. Lirrre- 


FIELD] proposed to elect these officers by resolu- | 
Now, he (Mr. H.) submitted that the rule | 
of the House required that the election should : 


tion. 


take place in a particular way—to wit: vivd voce, 
and upon nominations made. The Chair had re- 
peatedly decided that a resolution of this kind was 
out of order, j 


The SPEAKER stated that the resolution of | 
the gentleman from Maine (Mr. LrrruerieLo] was | 
out of order, on the ground which had beenaiready | 


stated by the Chair. The Chair would further 


state, in reply to the question raised by the gen- | 
teman from Missouri, [Mr. Flart,] that, if the |} 
election of Doorkeeper and Postmaster were now | 
in order, the resolution would not be in order i 
in the form in which it was presented, because : 


there was a standing rule of the House which re- 
quired that the election of its officers should be 
viva voce.. On this point the Chair entertained no 
doubt, as it was in accordance with the previous 
decisions of the Chair and of his predecessors. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, moved that 
the appeal be laid upon the table. 

The yeas and nays on that motion were asked, 
and refused. 


And the question, “ Shall this appeal be laid on | 
the table??? was then taken, and decided in the 4 


affirmative, without a division. 
So the appeal was laid upon the table. 


Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, now sent to the l 
Clerk’s table a resolution, which, he said, he de- ` 


sired to offer. . 
‘The resolution was read for information, as fol- 
lows: ` 


Resolved, That the resolution heretofove passed by the 
House, postponing the election of Doorkeeper, be, and the 


sume is hereby, rescinded, and that the House proceed at : 


once to the election of a Doorkeeper. 
The resolution having been read, 


Mr. TOOMBS rose, and objected to its intro- 


duction. He submitted that it was oat of order. 
The SPEAKER. In the opinion of the Chair, 
the resolution is not in order. 


Mr. BROWN. From that decision I a 
and l ask the yeas and nays. 

Mr. TUCK moved that the a 
the table. 

Mr. BROWN asked the yeas and nays on that 
| motion. i 
| The SPEAKER stated the question and his de- .. 
| cision. A former resolution of the House could 
not, the Speaker said, be rescinded in this mode. -i 
| The resolution was not in the regular order of | 
| business, and could only Le entertained by unan- 
| Imous consent, or under a suspension of the rules, 
i 
| 


ppeal, - 
ppeal be laid upon ` 


| and no motion to suspend the rules for the intro- 
duction of the resolution could be made this day. 
Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, invited the Speak- ` 
| er to state his opinion upon the resoiution as 
a question of privilege. Was not this (Mr. 
McL. asked) such a resolution as would have 
been presented as a privileged resolution under: 
the opinion heretofore expressed by the Speaker :! 
and overruled by the House? H 
The SPEAKER said that, in his opinion, this 


would not be a question of privilege under the de- | 
cision heretofore given by him, and which had 
been overruled by the House. The Speaker had | 
never ruled a resolution rescinding a former order | 
of the House to be either a question of privilege || 
or a privileged question. The decision which the || 
i Speaker had made was this: that as the House |! 
i| had postponed to a day certain the election of! 
these officers, the House could adopt a resolution |) 
providing that the duties of the respective offices | 
should, in the interval, be discharged by certain 
persons, But, the Speaker repeated, the Chair |! 
had never ruled that a resolution to rescind the 
former order was either a question of privilege or | 
a privileged question. And this resolution did 
not come within the decision heretofure made. 

Mr. BROWN, (to the Speaker.) Can I, at; 
this stage of the proceedings, withdraw my reso- | 
lution? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can with- | 
draw his appeal from the decision of the Chair 
Bur'the resolution itself has beén decided to be! 
out of order. i 

Mr. BROWN. I withdraw the appeal. i 

So the appeal was withdrawn, | 

Mr. BROWN, (continuing.) And I offer the | 
resolution which 1 send to the Clerk’s table. $ 

The resolution was read for information, as 
follows: 


Resolved, That Rohert E. Horner, the acting Doorkeeper 
of the House of Representatives, be, and be is hereby, dis- 
missed; aud that the House procecd inanediately to the 
election of a Doorkeeper. 


$ 
j 
| 
| 
\ 
| 
i 
i 
i 


The resolution having been read— 

The SPEAKER said the resolution is not in 
order. . 

Mr. BROWN. I appeal from the decision, and 
; I ask the yeas and nays. 

Mr. ‘TUCK moved that the appeal be laid upon | 
the table. Í 

Mr. BROWN asked the yeas and nays. f 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, (to the |: 
Chair.) Will the Speaker be kind enough to! 
state on what ground he has ruled this resolution : 
to be out of order? i 

The SPEAKER. The grounds are two. In 
he first place, the resolution is out of order, be- 
cause it does not fall within the regular order o 
business, and has been decided by the House: 
(overruling the decision of the Chair) to be neither ; 
‘ta privileged question nor a question of privilege 
ii In the second place, the resolution is out of order, |! 
ii because it proposes to gv into the election of these | 
| officers while there is a resolution standing upon | 
i the Journal of the House providing that that elec- |. 
‘| tion shail be held ona particular day. 


Mr. BOCOCK desired to suggest an inquiry for © 
|| the consideration of the Chair. Suppose (he said) 

that a gentleman had been regularly elected one 

of the officers of this House, (say, for example, ` 
| Sergeant-at-Arms,) and a member of the House 
i submitted a motion to displace him from his office, |: 
would not such a motion be in order as a questidAi | 
of privilege? If such was the case, surely an in- 
' dividual holding an office merely by acquiescence, |; 
or on the sufferance of the House, could not stand | 


¡iin a stronger position than an officer elected in | 
: accordance with all the regular forms. i 

The SPEAKER. All these remarks and in- 
| quiries are out of order. The question is not de 


| batable. 


i 


l Mr. McMULLEN desired to be informed by 


cers 
' in office was not a privilege question? * 


i the nature of debate, and are, therefore 


PT nan ma E — as 
the Speaker whether it would bein order-to move’ 


: a suspension of the rules? ` $ 


The SPEAKER. The motion to suspend the 
rules is not in order. An appeal has been taken 
from the decision of the Chair, and the quëstion ia 
on the motion to Jay that appeal on the table. i 

Mr. McMULLEN.. Will such a motion be in 


order after the pending question has been decided? 


The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair cannot anticipate 
questions of order in this manner; but the Chair 


: will state for the information of the gentleman, 
_ that upon this day no mation to suspend the rules 


for the introduction of any proposition will be in 


: order. 


Mr. BRIGGS called for the regular order of 


. business. 


Mr. OLDS desired to be informed by the Chair, 


: Whether, if a resolution were offered proposing to 


discharge the present Doorkeeper, that would not 
be a question of privilege?’ 


The SPEAKER. The Chair has heretofore so 


| decided; and that decision was overruled by the 
| House. 


Mr. OLDS was understood to suggest that the 


House desired now to have an opportunity to re~ 


verse its farmer decision. 5 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot know that 
such is the desire of the House. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, desired to sub- 
mit a question to the Speaker. Had this House 
deciged that a mation to discharge one of its offi- 

n the ground that there had been malfeasance 


The SPEAKER. That point was not made, 


; and never has been made, so far as the knowledge 


of the Chair extends, 

Mr. STANTON, Well, sir, can the Speaker 
know what the object of the gentleman from Mijs- 
sissippt [Mr. Brown] is, in moving to discharge 
the present officer? And does not the decision of 
the Chair cover too much ground? 

The SPEAKER, These interrogatories are in 

» out of 
order. f 

Mr. BROWN, 
draw my appeal. 

So the appeal was withdrawn. 

Mr. BROWN, (continuing.) And I modify 
my resolution by striking out all after the word 


(tothe Speaker.) I- now with- 


i “dismissed.” 


The resolution as modified was then read, and 


i! was as follows: 


Resolved, That Robert E. Horner, the acting Doorkeeper 
of the House of Representatives, be and he is hereby dis- 


; missed. 


The SPEAKER. The resolution as now mod- 


. ified, presents, in the opinion of the Chair, the 
| precise question which was decided on a former 


occasion, whether this was a privileged question 
or & question of privilege; and the House, accord- 
ing to the recollection of the Chair, decided upon 
two votes, and upon two occasions, that it was not. 
In conformity with that decision the Chair now 
rules this resolution to be out, of order. 

Mr. BROWN appealed from the decision. 

The SPEAKER, The question is, Shall the 


_ decision of the Chair stand as the judgment of 


the Flouse P? 

Mr. FOWLER moved that the appeal be laid 
upon the table. 

Mr. BROWN asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. i 

And the question “Shall this appeal be laid on 
the table?” was then taken, and decided inthe neg- 
ative—yeas 80, nays 85; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Alexander, Allen, Alston, Ashmun, Ba- 


ker, Bennett, Bowie, Briggs, Brooks, Chester Buter, E. 
Carrington Cabeil, Joseph P. Caldweh, Calvin, Casey, 


i Chanadier, Ciingman, Cole, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, De- 


berry, Dickey, Dixon, Durkee, Fowler, Freedley, Gentry, 


: Giddings, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Halloway; Hamptou, 


Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Holmes, Howe, Kerr, Geo. 
G. King, J. A. King, P. King, Matteson, McKissock, F. By 
"i $ fe Vi u 
MeLeas, Meacham, Moore, Morton, Nebon, Nes, Newell, 
Ogie, Otis, Gudaw, Phonix, Piiman, Rockwell, Rumsey, 
Sackett, Schermethorn, Schooleratt, Sbepperd, Silves- 
ter, Spaulding, Spragne, Alexander H Stephens, Thaddeus 


Zs = 


H Stevens, Taylor, Tharman, Toombs, Tuck, Cude:hill, Van 


Dyke, Viaton, Waikins, White, Wilson, aud Winthrop—eo, 
NAYS—Messrs: Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Binghant, Bis- 
seli, Boeock, Booth, Bowdon, Bowlin, Atbert G. Brown, 


: Wim J. Brown, Buel, Jos. Cable, Campbell, Cartter, Cleve- 


land, W. R. W. Cobb, Colenck, Dimick, Dunham. Edmund- 


; son, Ewing, Fitch, Puller, Gerry, Gorman, Hall, Hamiiton, 


Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, Siuspson 
W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hoagiand, Howard, Hubbard, 


i Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kauñman, 


La Sore, Lefer, Littlefield, Mason, McC.ernand, MeDon~ 


; ald, McDowell, MeLanahan, Robert M. Meluane, McMul- 
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ili iller, Morse, Olds, Orr 
ien Meane M pts Monae Bowel, Richardson, Rob- 
bins, Robinson, Root, Ross, Savage, Seddon, Frederick P. 
Stanton, R: H. Stanton, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob 
Thompson, James Thompson, William. Thompson, Vena- 
bie, Walden, Wallace, Wellborn, Wildrick, Wilmot, and 

`” Wood—85. ; 
So.the House decided that the appeal should not 
be laid upon the table. ; pe 
: And the question recurring, ‘‘ Shall the decision 
of the Chair stand as the judgment of the House?” 
Mr.. TOOMBS (addressing the Chair) said, I 
believe the motion is debatable. a 
The SPEAKER., The appeal is debateable. 
Mr. TOOMBS said the question now submitted 
to the House was, Has the resolution now. on the 
table precedence over the general business of the 
House?. That was the first question. If it were 
a question of precedence, why was it so?. He 
very much regretted to see the parliamentary law, 
especially now-a-days, regarded asa mere question, 
tobe determined or to be set aside according to the 
olitical complexion of the majority of the House. 
Nothing could be more unfortunate for the coun- 
try or for the deliberations of the House. Fhe ques- 
tion was above that of their Doorkeeper—a person 
for whom he probably felt as little concern as any 
gentleman in the House. But it became of very 
grave consequence that the House should determine 
upon its own law. It concerned the rights and 
privileges of every member that the parliamentary 
law should be enforced; it concerned also the right 
of every officer of the House. It seemed @ere 
had been a majority of some five members against 
laying this appeal on the table; thus seeming to 
sustain the principle that the Doorkeeper of the 
House could be discharged at any moment and 
without any charges brought against him—that the 
proposition should be received as a question of 
privilege. Suppose that to-morrow a majority of 
five, or even of one, could be found in favor of it, 
it would be competent for that majority, under the 
principle which was now sanctioned here, to turn 
out the Speaker and every officer of the House. 
They could do it according to the decision formerly 
made by the Speaker and overuled by the House; 
and so far as he (Mr. T.) was concerned, if that 
principle were to be established in this House, he 
should be in favor of carrying it out. 
He. desired to know whether the law of Par- 
tiament should govern this House, or whether it 
should be left to the unbridled license of a mere 
majority. Was there any parliamentary law— 
were the rules of the House, made in pursuance of 
the Constitution, binding upon the consciences of 
gentlemen on this floor? lt was a question which 
concerned the vital interests of the Republic— 
which was intimately connected with the welfare 
of the nation. He wished it decided. If there 
were no binding force in their rules—if gentlemen 
of the majority desired to act upon lawless princi- 
ples, let it be understood; he was prepared for it. 
He said, then, that this was not a privileged 
question —that it had not precedence over the regu- 
lar order of business, first, because it was not so 
stated in the rules, because it had no place in the 
calendar over other business; and second, this be- 
ing the case, if it were a privileged question—a 
question having precedence over other questions— 
it must be so solely because it was a question of 
privilege. This the Speaker had decided it to be, 
and the decision had been overruled by the House, 
Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, interposed, and 
said he would suggest to the gentleman from Geor- 
gia, that the debate upon this question should take 
place, not upon the appeal, but upon the question 
whether this was a privileged question—in other 
words, he submitted that the appeal was not de- 
batable. This was strictly a question of priority 
of business, and not debatable under the rules. 
The debate would properly arise upon the ques- 
tidn, whether this was a question of privilege? 
Mr. TOOMBS said, he would have no objection 
to postponing his remarks, if he could get the floor 
again. But this was not a question of priority of 
business—priority was claimed foritas a question 
of privilege. That was one of*the highest ques- 
tions which could be raised, 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Georgia 
- wil suspend his remarks. Does the gentleman 
from Maryland [Me. McLane] submit the point 
of order, that the appeal is not debatable? 
Mr. McLANE. Ido submit the point of order 
that the appeal is not debatable; that it was strictly 
~& question of priority of business. 


- The SPEAKER. The appeal raises the very 
question suggested by the gentleman from Mary- į 
land, and the decision upon the appeal will deter- | 
mine whether or not this is a question of privilege. 
In the opinion of the Chair, this.is the legitimate || 
place for the discussion and decision of the ques- 
tion of privilege. ; ; i 
Mr. TOOMBS. resumed. Anappeal, he said, 
was taken; añd-he held that the judgment of the 
Speaker was right, and that it was not a question 
of priority of business under the rule; but it was 
Sought to give it priority as a question of privilege. 
On what ground, then, was ita question of privilege? 
Gentlemen seemed to argue this question as though 
all the rights of the House were the privileges of 
the House. According to that view everything 
they did would be a question of privilege; at least 
everything they did within the sphere of their 
authority under the Constitution of the United 
States. But what he understood to be a question 
of privilege concerned the invasion of the rights 
of Parliament, or of some of its members. A 
breach of the privileges of Parliament or any of its 
members wasa privileged question, and overrode 
all other business, bécause it concerned the rights, 
and might concern the very existence of the body 
itself. {f the gentleman who had moved these 
resolutions had stated that this Mr. Horner was 
violating the privileges of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, it would then be for the House to deter- 
mine whether or not it was a privileged question, 
by reason of its being a breach of the rights of the 
House. No such question has been made. It 
was the undoubted right of the House to dis- 
| charge its Clerk or its Speaker; but it must be 
done in accordance with its own rules and order of 
business. But two officers were necessary to the 
organization of the House—first the Speaker, and 
next the Clerk; ‘and until these two officers were 
elected, the law of 1789 provided that they could 
proceed to no other business. After their election, 
the House could proceed to acts of legislation, or 
to the appointment of any other officers they saw 
fit to constitute. ` They had constituted, for their 
| OWN convenience, the offices of Doorkeeper and 
Postmaster; they had had no Postmaster, he be- 
lieved, until 1816, after the war. They might 
elect the pages, and might create any number of 
other officers and elect them, but the election would 
have totake place in conformity to the rules of the 
House; and the election of any other officers than 
the Speaker and Clerk, could not be necessary to 
the organization of the House, or be made a privi- 


leged question. 


; Some of its members, and this was not contended. 


| ceeded further to set aside and violate the pariia- 


jehe House, charges which 


| scribed by the rules of the House. 


| fallacious idea, that any officers whom the House 
į might create for its own convenience, were neces- 
sary to the organization of the House, and that their | 
election was a privileged question; whereas, as he | 


tion mast be made under the order of business pre- 
Therefore, he 


said, that this question had not precedence over | 


be shown to refer to some alleged invasion of 
the rights or the privileges of the House, or of 


He hoped, therefore, that gentlemen on the other 
side of the House would pause before they pro- ! 


mentary rules by the force of the will of a bare | 
majority. 
CHARGES AGAINST THE DOORKEEPER. i 
Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, said he had list- |! 
ened to the speech of his friend from Georgia, [Mr. | 


Toomss,] and he concurred in many parts of it. 
He (Mr. B.) had not made the motion 


e ) in any || 
Spirit of capuousness towards the Doorkeeper of || 
the House. But for the information of the gentle- | 


man from Georgia and others, he might say that 

he had offered the resolution because, if received, | 
it would bring with it against the Doorkeeper of |! 
c 1 » if sustained, would i 
make ita question of privilege. He had drawn | 
up these charges and would read them as follows: | 


Mr. BROWN, a member of the House, from Mississippi, | 
makes the following charges agaiust Robert W. Horner l 
Doorkeeper of the House of Representatives : > 

1. That the said Horner made atalse certificate under and 
by virtue of which his brother drew bay as an Officer of the |) 
House, at the time when his said brother Was notoriously [i 


ii 
tt 


Hi 


abseut from the city of Washington, and beld an office in |j 
the State of Wisconsin, the duties of which he was dis- i 


The mistake of gentlemen was based upon the |; 


had shown, the reverse was the fact, and the elec- i 


other business—that it was not a privileged ques- || 
tion, nor a question of privilege, unless it could |! 


: Mississippi, 


|; after the same had be 


Fo 
charging, and for which he was receiving a salary from the 
United States. 

2. That he has dismissed from his place a page of this 
House without cause, and in his attempted justification, 
made a false charge against the said page, caleutated to dis- 
grace him, and subject kim to a criminal prosecution. 

3. Thatsaid Horner has made a false statement in regard 
to the manner of discharging his official duties? 


If the resolution were received, he did not intend 
to ask the House to pass it, but to refer it, with the 
charges, to a committee, to be inquired into—to 
ascertain whether the charges were true. 

Mr. TOOMBS asked the gentleman to withdraw 
the resolution. He had now made charges which 
it was proper that the House should inquire into, 


; and that there should be a committee raised for this 


purpose. He (Mr. T.) had no objection to the 
raising of a committee—he was only anxious that 
the law of Parliament should be preserved. 

Mr. BROWN aaid, if that were the sense of the 
House, he was willing to comply with it. He 
wanted to get at the root of these charges—he be- 
lieved that the dignity of the House required it. 
He wanted to disabuse the mind of every geutle- 
; man who supposed that he was pursuing the 
Doorkeeper in any spirit of vengeance towards 
him. It was well known to the House that he 
had voted for the acting Doorkeeper; he had 
thought well of him. Hie had had reason to 
change his opinion——at any rate he had changed 
his opinion. He wanted these charges inquired 
into. If they were false, he wished the gentleman 
to be reinstated in his opinion and retained as 
Doorkeeper. If they were true, he thought he 
should be dismissed. At the suggestion of his 
friend from Georgia, he withdrew the resolution. 

Mr. McLANKE, of Maryland, said, that for him- 
self, he had always entertained the very decided 
opinion that the decision originally made by the 
Chair, and overruled by the House, was correct; 
and he concurred entirely in the general view of 
the gentleman from Georgia—that the parliament- 
ary law, as established by this House, should, if 
possible, be maintained by it. He felt the ques- 
tion to be sufficiently important to justify inves- 
tigation as a question of privilege; and he united 
with the gentleman from Georgia in the appeal to. 
the gentleman from Mississippi, to let this question 
go clear of all doubt, as a question of privilege, 
upon the charges preferred by the gentleman from 
Mississippi. He hoped their friends on this side 
of the House would unite in this course of action. 

The SPEAKER, (to Mr. Brown.) Does the 
gentleman from Mississippi withdraw his appeal 
from the decision of the Chair, and prefer the 
charges which he has made? 

Mr. BROWN replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. AVERETT inquired of the gentleman from 
Mississippi, whether one of his specifications had 
| not already been a matter of investigation before 
one of the standing committees of the House? 

Mr. BROWN. Not by order of the House, 

The SPEAKER, (to Mr. Brown.) The gén- 

tleman from Mississippi will state his motion. 
i Mr. BROWN. Having withdrawn my resolu- 
tion, I now move that the charges which I have 
| preferred be referred to a select committee of five 
! members. . 

The SPEAKER anno 
this motion, 

The question was taken, and decided in the af- 
firmative. - 

_So it was ordered that a select committee, to con- 
sist of five members, should be appointed to inves- 
tigate the charges preferred by Mr. Brown, of 
against the acting Doorkeeper of the 


i 
t 
1 
1 
i 
j 


unced the question upon 


House. 
Mr. BROWN rose and asked to be excused 
from service upon the committee, having preferred 
the charges. 
ANOTHER INVESTIGATION PROPOSED. 


Mr. RICHARDSON rose and asked the unani- 
mous consent of ‘the House to allow him to offer 
the following resolutions, which he would send to 
the Clerk’s table to be read for information: 

Resolved, That a select com 


; mittee of nine be appointed, 
with power to send for petsons and papers, to inquire and 
report to this House, whether Thomas Ewing, Secretary of 
the Interior, reopened aud paid to G. W. & W, G. Ewing a 
claim against the ‘Treasury of the United States, of $77,00), 
cu adjudicated and rejected by the 
proper oficer of the Government, before said Ewing was in- 
ducted iuto said office of the interior; who were the agents 
aud attorneys for said claim; what clerk in the ofice of 
Said Department of the Interior had interest in said claim, 
and how said interest, if any, was acquired. 

2d. Whether said Ewing reopened aud paid interest, tothe 
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amount of $31,000, on the pension granted to Commodore | 
James Barrow, tor services rendered in the Virginia navy 
during the revolutionary war, after the principal had been 
fully paid and discharged, and if said interest was paid, was 
it simple or compound, who was the agent or attorney for 
said claim, and the authority of law for such payment, if 
any. x 

3d. Whether said Ewing reopened and paid a claim to a 
person or persous on behalf of the Chickasaw Indians, of | 
$108,000, after the same had been adjudicated and rejected | 
by the proper officer of the Government, before said Ewing || 
was inducted into the office of the Interior; who was the |! 
agent or agents, attorney or attorneys, and who was the |! 
party or parties in interest, and whether either of said |! 
agents, attorneys, or parties in interest held at the time of |! 
such payment, any office under this Government, or now || 
holds such Office, and if so what office. | 

4th. Whether said Ewing usurped the power of appoint- |) 
ment in the Pension and General Land Office, and whether l! 
the same was in violation of law; also, whether any clerk of 4 
said Ewing’s appointinentreviews the opinions and decisions +! 
of the Commissioner of Pensions by order and direction of | 
said Ewing, and if so, the authority for such order and di- i 
rection. ! 

5th. What persons in office by appointment from said 
Ewing ure correspondeuts for newspapers, their salaries, i 
and what papers they edit or write for. 

The SPEAKER. The resolutions can only be 
entertained by the unanimous consent of the ; 
House. 

Mr. TOOMBS. L object to the reception of the 
resolutions. Ido not like their language. If the 
gentleman seeks to inquire into the conduct of an i 
officer, he should employ language becoming the 
character of the House. Ido not object to the in- 
quiry; I object to the terms of the resolutions. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Will the gentleman from 
Georgia specify the language to which he objects? | 

Mr. STANLY. I move a suspension of the 
rules, to allow these resolutions, and all others like 
them, to come in. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from North 
Carolina must be aware that a motion to suspend 
the rules is not in order. i H 

Objection being made, the resolutions were not | 
received. 

Mr. McCLERNAND moved that the House 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the | 
state of the Union. This motion (he said) ought | 
to prevail in justice to the gentleman from Tennes- 
see, [Mr. Ew1nc,] who had the floor upon the | 
California uestion in committee. . 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, appealed |; 
to the gentleman from IHinois | Mr. McCLERNAND] | 
to withdraw the motion, to ailow him to report :| 
back from the Judiciary Committee the census bill ' 
of the Senate, with amendments. 

Mr. McCLERNAND said he would withdraw | 
his motion if the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
would renew it. : 

Mr. THOMPSON (accepting the condition) | 
asked the consent of the House to report from the || 
Committee on the Judiciary the census bill of the | 
Senate, with amendments. | 

Mr. PRESTON KING objected to the recep- | 
tion of the report, which (he said) he thought 
had better lie over until to-morrow morning. | 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvanja, (to Mr. | 
Kine.) Does the gentleman from New York | 


ject before the committee, he desired, he said, to 


! His silence might perhaps be construed into an 


j a true feeling of brotherhood could elicit. 


| peculiar position seemed to render this allusion 


|! settlement: He declared that he had insuperable 
i; objections to the plan of policy recommended by 


The SPEAKER. Debate is out of order. 
motion can only be entertained by unanimous con- | 
sent. 

Mr. THOMPSON, 
sent to ask the gentleman from New York why he 


know what bill I am attempting to report? f 
The f! 
i| 
i 
j 
makes the objection? i] 
| 
if 
| 
| 
i 
Í 


I ask the unanimous con- 


The SPEAKER. It is out of order to make | 
the inquiry. i! 

The question was announced upon the motion |i 
of Mr. McCuiernanp, that the House resolve ` 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of | 
the Union. n 

Mr. SWEETSER appealed to the gentleman | 
from Hlinois [Mr. McCuernanp] to withdraw the || 
motion, to enable him to offer a resolution relative `i 
to the investigation concerning the Doorkeeper, 
which he considered very important to be adopted. | 

Mr. McCLERNAND declined to withdraw the | 
motion, remarking that he was desired by gentle- , 
men on all sides to adhere to it. 


CALIFORNIA. i 

The question being taken and agreed to, | 
The House resolved itself into Committee of | 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Ricu- | 
arosox—in the absence of Mr. Boyp—in the | 
chair,) and resumed the consideration of the Cali- 
fornia question. | 
Mr. EWING, of Tennessee, was entitled to the | 
floor, and addressed the committee during the 


; uniting in one great plan of settlement the several 


i! bly towards the plan of adjustment proposed by | 


| published in the Appendix.] 


i! yielded to a motion that the committee rise; which 


allotted hour, [in remarks which will be publish 
hereatter.] Before proceeding to the general sub- 


advert for one moment to the prophecies which 
had gone abroad in relation to the course which 
would probably be pursued by the citizens of Nash- 
ville towards tie members of the proposed South- 
ern Convention. Predictions had been hazarded 
that the people would not manifest a spirit of kind- 
ness or respect towards the members of that body. 


admission of the truth of these predictions. The 
majority of the citizens of Nashville might proba- 
bly deem that the call of that Convention was in- 
opportune and unwise. Such, in fact, was his in- 
formation. But he believed it equally true, that 
however they might disagree as to the propricty 
of the assembling of this Convention now, they en- 
tertained a sincere sympathy with the South, and 
would extend to the members of the Convention 
every consideration which courtesy, kindness, and 


His 


necessary and proper. 

Mr. E. then passed on to the question under 
consideration, He referred with gratification to 
the conciliatory tone which had stamped the re- 
cent character of the discussions in the committee. 
He expressed his belief that we were at last ap- 
proaching a rational and satisfactory adjustment of 
our difficulties. He would not, he said, enter into 
a discussion of the general question of slavery. 
He considered that there was in Yact but one great, 
isolated issue before the committee—and that was, 
the admission of California into the Union, the es- 
tablishment of territorial governments for Utah 
and New Mexico, and the definition of the dis- 
puted boundary line of Texas. ‘These points 
formed one great, distinct issue—united by God 
and Nature in such a way that they could not be 
separated. They formed an indissoluble trio, by 
means of which all pending difficulties were to be 
adjusted and brought to a peaceful and happy 


the President. It would not accomplish the great 
object in view. It would not settle the question, 
nor would it produce the peace and harmony 
which any plan, looking to an effectual and final 
adjustment, must insure. He spoke strongly of | 
the necessity of conciliation; no plan could suc- 
ceed in its absence. He did not mean a plan to sat- 
isfy the extreme ends of the North and the South, | 
but a plan which would satisfy the masses of the 
people in both sections. And, in his opinjon, 
any pian that was fair would sausfy these masses. 
It was a certain result, springing from republi- 
can principles, and lying at the root of all truly 
republican Governments. ‘The President’s plan- 
had not effected this end in the South, and even if 
it had done so in the North, that was not enough. 
If some such plan as he spoke of, was not car- 
ried into effect, nothing could follow but disaster 
and ultimate disunion. Mr. E. then proceeded to 
enforce, by argument, the duty and necessity of 


subjects referred to, and expressed himself favora- 


the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. McCuernano.] | 
Mir. ALSTON next addressed the committee in 

defence of the institution of slavery, by arguments 

drawn from the Scriptures. | 
{A report of both the above speeches will be 


Mr. CLEVELAND obtained the floor, and | 


being agreed to, 
The committee rose, and reported progress. 


THE DEFICIENCY BILL. 


On motion of Mr. THOMPSON, of Missis- 
sippi, no objection being made, 

The bili making appropriations to supply defi- 
ciencies in the appropriations for the present fiscal 
year, which had been returned with amendments" 
from the Senate, was taken up, and referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, asked leave to 
withdraw certain private papers. 

Objection was made. 

A motion was made that the House adjourn. 
Before propounding the question— 

The SPEAKER rose and said that it might be 
desjrable for him personally to be absent from the 


{ 


. 


House to-morrow, and possibly the next day; By 
the rules of the House, the Speaker was permit- 
ted to designate a member to take the chair only. 
until the adjournment, thus rendering it necessary: 
that he should be present at the opening of the 
House. If it should be necessary for him to be 
absent to-morrow, and possibly the next. day, he 
desired the unanimous consent of the House to 
allow him the privilege of designating a member 
to take the chair during his absence. If no ob- 
jections were made, the motion would be consid- 
ered agreed to, and entered upon the Journal. ` 

No objection was made. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
adjourn, and, being agreed to, 

The House adjourned. 


. AŞ Mr. BUTLER, of Connecticut, did not 
vote upon any of the questions which came before 
the House yesterday or to-day, having paired off 
with his colleague, Mr. Watpo, who is absent 
from the city. 


PETITIONS, &e. 


The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees: ` 


By Mr. TUCK: The petition of Jonathan Martin and 
others, of Canada, New Hampshire, for Congress to pass a 
ae a its present session, to establish a uniform rate of 
poste, not to exceed one cent on newspapers and two 
cents on each prepaid letter of half an ounce, for all dis- 
tances, and for otber corresponding reforms, 

Also, the petition of Charles Shedd aud others, of Camp- 
ton, New Hampshire, in favor of stipulated arbitration, or a 
congress of nations, for the accomplishment of peace. 

Also, the petition of John G. Morse and others, of the 
United States, that the Woodworth patent (so called) may 
not be further extended. D 

Also, the petition of E, M, Griffing and 12 others, of Her- 
kimer county, New York, praying the release of Drayton 
and Sayre, impeachment of certain officers, aud the aboli- 
tion of slavery ia the District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of Newman Scofield and others, of Len- 
ox, New York, to secure to alleged fugitives the right of 
trial by jury. 

Also, the petition of John Holt and others, 
New York, for the same. 

Also, the petition of A. Bates and others, of Smyrna, New 
York, for the same. 

Also, the petition of Chester Bryan and others, of Sher- 
burne, New York, for the same. ; 

Also, the petition of Benjamin Hartwell and others, of 
Phelps, New York, for the same, 

Also, the petition of Samueli Howard and others, of Perry, 
New York, for the same. 

Also, the petition of T, R. Townsend and others, of Vol- 
ney, New York, for the same. 

Also, the petition of W. W. Woodworth and 178 others, 
of Ontario, New York, for the same. 

Also, the petition of Jonathan Garland and others; of 
Winslow, Maine, for the same. 

Also, the petition of Jonathan Martin and others, of Can- 
dia, New Hampshire, for the same. 

Also, the petition of H. G. Bradley and others, of Norfolk, 
New York, tor the same. 

Also, the petition of M. Beckwith and others 
New York, for the same. 

Also, the petition of James W. Reed and others, of Lock- 
port, New York, for the same. 

Also, the petition of Samnel Church and others, of Pitcher, 
New York, for the same. 

Also, the petition of Orlando Squires and others, of Little 
Falls, New York, for the sanie. 

Also, the petition of Robert A. Carrier and 49 others, of 
Augusta, New York, for the same. 

Also, the petition of John Holt and others, of Sherbume, 
New York, for the repeal of all laws enacted or adopted by 
Congress for the support of slavery in the Disiriet of Co- 
lumpia. 

Also, the petition of F. R. Townsend and others, for the 
same. 

Also, the petition of Henry F. Newton and others, for the 
Same. 

Also, the petition of A. Bates and others, for the same. 

Also, the petition of Chester Bryan and others, for the 
same. 

Also, the petition of Samuel Howard and others, of Perry, 

Vew York, for the same. 

Also, tue petition of Benjamin Hartwell and others, of 
Phelps, New York, for the same. 

Also, the petition of W. W. Woodworth and others, of 
Phelps, New York, for the same. — 3 

Also, the peiition of Carr B. Haines and others, of Can- 
dia, New Hampshire, for the same. 

Also, the petition of Jonathan Garland and others, of 
Winslow, Maine, for the same. y 

Also, the petition of H. G. Bradley and others, of Norfolk, 
for the same. Á 

Alzo, the petition of M. Beckwith and others, of Nassau, 
New York, for the same. A 

Alsn, the petition of James W. Reed and others, of Lock- 
port, New York, fo: the same. E 

Also, the petition of Newman Scofield and others, of Len- 
ox, New York, for the same. 

Also, the petition of M. Pettingus and others, of Litte 
Falls, New York, for the same. 

Also, the petition of S. W. Wells and others, of Augusta, 
New York, for the same. 

Also, the petition of the Collins monthly meeting of 


of Sherburme, 


, of Nassau, 
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Friends, Collins. Centre, New York, for the constitutional 
Hactie : slavery. ` i è 
ie i the petition of James W. Reed and others, citizens 
of Lockport, New Y ork, for the abolition of slavery in the 
territories, < y 
- Also, the petition of John Holt and others, of Sherburne, 
New York, for the same, 
“Also, the petition of Shubal Carver 
Now York, for the sane, : 

Also, the petition of T. R. Townsend and others, of Vol- 
ney, New York, for the same. . 

" Also, the petition ot Chester Bryan and others, of Sher- 
burne, New York, for the same. 

_ Also, the petition of A. Bates and others, of Smyrna, New 
Yors; tor ihe same. 

Also, the petition of Samuel Howard and others, of Perty,» 
New York, forthe same. 

‘Also, the. petition of Jonathan Martin and others, of Can- 
dia, New Hampshire, for the-same: : 

Also, the petition.of W. W. Woodworth and. others, of 
Phelps, New York, for the same. $ 

Also, the petition of Caares B. Burtis and others, of 
Phelps, New York, for the same, I 

oAlso, the petition of Newman Scofield and others, of Len- | 
ox, New, York, for the same. J 

7 Also, the petition of ‘Thomas Burch and others, of Little 
Falis, New York, for the same. 

~ Also, the petition of $S. W. Wells and others, of Augusta, 
New York, for the same. 

Also, the petition of H. G. Bradley and others, of Norfolk, 
New York, tor the game. 

Ato, the petition of M. Beckwith and others, of Nassau, 
New York, ior the same. 

Also, the petition of T. R. Townsend and others, citizens 
ot Voluey, New York, against the admission of more slave 
States into the Union, 

Also, the petition of John Holt and others, of Sherburne, 
New York, tor the same. 

Also, the petition of A. Bates and others, of Smyrna, New 
York, for the same. ; | 

Alo, the petition of Benjamin Hartwell and others, of 
Phelpsa, New York, for the same. i 

Alen, the petition of Samuet Howard and others, of Perry, 
New York, for the same. 
> Also, the petition of George tates and others, for the 
Bane, | 
Also, the petition of Chester Bryan and others, of Sher- 
buine, New York, for the same. . | 
* Aiso, the petition of. W. W.. Woodworth and others, of 

Pae ps, New York, for the same 

Also, the peritiou of M. Bettingus and others, of Little 
Fats, New York, for the same, 

Also, the petition of Robert A. Currier, of Augusta, New 
York, tor the same. 
` Also, the petition of Newman Scofield and others, of Len- | 
ox, New York, for the same. 

Also, the petition of M, Beckwith and others, of Nassau, 
New York, tur une same. 

Also, the petition af A“ Emerson and others, of Candia, 
New Hampshire, for the same. 

Also, the petition of James W, Reed and others, of Lock- 
“port, New York, for the same. 

Ato, the petition of H. G. B 
New York, or the same. G 

Also, the petition of Stephen Parker and others, of New- 
port, New Haunpshire, praying for a trial by jury to alleged 
fugitive slaves, + 

Alxo, the petition of Henry J, Marshall and others, of 


and others, of Pitcher, 


radley and others, of Norfolk, 


Hinds counties, Mississippi, for a mail-route from Gallatin 
to Edwards depét, in that State. ne a 

By Mr. GOULD: The petition of 94 inhabitants of Mere- 
ditb, Delaware county, New York, for the repeal of all laws 
or paris of laws that authorize slavery in the District of 
Columbia, or in case of the non-repeal, the removai of the | 
National Governinent to some more favorable location. | 
Also, the petition of 103 inhabitants of Meredith, Dela- |j 
ware. county, New. Yòrk, that slavery may be prohibited ia 
the territories. A . 

Also, the petition of 100 inhabitants of Meredith, Dela- 
ware county, New York, for trial by jury for fugitive slaves. 
Also, the petition of LUG inhabitauts of Meredith, Delaware 
county, New York, that no State shall be admitted into the 
Union that does not exclude slavery in its constitution. 

By Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas: The petition of F. W. 
Desha and others, officers, &c., for a bounty in laud, for 
services in the Mexican war. 

Also, the. petition ot Æ. Kirkpatrick, T. C. Benson, and 
others, for a mail-route from Dry Ridge, Drew county, by | 
Lacy, Fountain Hiil, and Hamburg, to De Bastrop, iu Ar- 
kansas. 

Also, the petition of Lieut. Col. Win. Gray, for a just rate 
of compensation for services rendered during the war. 

By Mr. NELSON: The petition of N. B. Blackman, D- 
H. Ringer, Lather Humphrey, and 40 other citizens of Cass 
county, Michigan, praying tuat persons arrested as fugitive 
slaves may be entitled to trial by jury, before delivered up to 
the claimant. 

By Mr. BINGHAM: The petition of W. W. Dean and 53 
others, citizeus of the lowusbip of Green Oak, in the State 
of Michigan, praying that slavery and the slave trade may | 
be prohibited by act of Congress in all the territories of the 
United States. 

Alsou, the petition of Hannibal Lee and 68 others, citizens 
of ihe township aloresaid, praying that atrial by jury may 
be granted to persons claimed as fugitive staves. 

Also, the petition of Wiliam B. Mead and 102 citizens of 
Sajem, in tne State of Michigan, against the admission of 
any State hereafter into the Union, unless slavery or the 
slave trade is expressly prohibited by iis constitution. 

Also, the petition of 124 citizens of the same township, 
praying that a trial by jury may be granted to persons Claimed 
as fugitive slaves. 

Also, the petition of 121 citizens of the same township, 
praying that slavery and the slave trade may be prohibited 
by act of Congress in ali the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of 120 ciuzens of the same towuship, 
praying the repeal of all laws sanctioning siavery or me 
slave trade in the District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of Satin Feich and 108 citizens of 
Annu Arbor, in the State ot Michigan, praying that slavery 
| aud the slave tr de may be expressly prohibited by act of 
| Congress in all the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of J13 citizens of the same township, 
praying that no State may be adinitved into the Union unless 
slavery be expressly prohibited in its constitucion, 

Also, the petition of 105 citizens of the same township, 
praying for tie repeal of all laws by which slavery aud the 
shave trade is sancuoned in the Disuier of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of 17 citizens of the same township, 
praying that a trial by jury may be granted to persons claimed 
as fugitive slaves. 

By Mr. ROBBINS: The petition of Nicholas Coleman 
and 47 others, citizens of Pennsylvania, asking a reduction 
of the postage on Ictters weighing half an ounce and under 
to lwo veuts for any distance. 
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Newport, New Hampshire, for the repeal of ali laws sustain- 
ing shavery in the Distriet of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of stephen Parker and others, of New- 
pont, New Hampshire remonstriting against the admission 
of any more slave States into this Union. i 

By Mr. GOTT: The memorial of teachers and students 
of Fayeueville Academy, New York, for cheap postage. 
Also, the memorii of ¢i sof Amber, New York, and or 
La Fayetie, New York, tor the right of trial by jury to 
alleged fugitives from service. Also, the memorial of citi- 
z us of Amber and La Payette, New York, for freedom in | 
the territories. 

Also, the memorials of citizens of the same places, fora | 
repeal of all laws enacted or adopted hy Congress for the | 
support of slavery in the District of Columbia. Also, the 
jnemorials of cinzens of the same places, against the ad- 
mission of more slave States into the Union. r 

Also, the memorial of citizens of Ohio, for a committee to 
gette the slave question. 

By Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky: The memorial of Win. 
H. Scott, of Graut county, praying indemnity for losses sus- 
lained iu consequence of the refusal of the Postmaster 
General to execute a contract for mail servies according to 
agreement and the requirements of the law. 

By Mr. FOWLER: The petition of O. G. Hubbard and | 
others, citizens of Massachusetts, praying for the reduction 
of postage to two cer 

By Mr. CONGER: The petition of 94 
New York, for the repeat of all laws ey 
Congress for the 


citizens of Cortland, 
naeted or adopted by 
support of slavery in the District of Ço- 


lnimbia. 
Also, the petition of 104 citizens of the same place for'the i 
establishment and protection of freedom in the territories 


of the United States. 

Also, the petition of 100 citizens of the same place to 
secure to alleged fugitives the right of uial by jury. 

Also, the petition of 107 citizens of the same place against 
the admission of more slave States into the Union. 

By Mr. SCHERMERHORN: The petition of 35 citizens | 
of Ogden, Monroe coumy, New York, praying that slavery 
and the slave trade may be express! 
Congress in all the territories of the United states. 

Also, the petition of 41 citizens of the above town and 
county, praying that no State be admitted into the Union 
Miles: its constitation expressly prohibits slavery within its it 
limits. ji 

Also, the petition of 14 citizens of the same place, pray- |} 
ing that no fuvitive stave be delivered to the claimant with- 
out ihe verdict of a jury. 


By Mr. BROWN, of Miss 


issippi: The petition of L. W. 


|! 87 


v prohibited by aet of |i 


By Mr. BOWIE: ‘Phe memorial of Thomas Croxall and 
others, representatives of the late Castan Charles Croxail, 
of Maryland, praying relief for revolutionary services. 

By Mr. ROCKWELL: ‘Lhe petition of H. S. Ranney and 


1 
| 
ji 


| land, pensions, &c. 


Also, the petition of the samé and 14 other citizens of the 
same place, to secure to alleged fugitives the right of trial 
by jury. 

Atso, the petition of the same and 15 other citizens of the 


| same place, for the establishment and protection of freedom 


in the territories of the United States. A 
Also, the petition of the same and 16 other citizens of the 
same place for the repeal of all jaws enacted or adopted by 


| Congress for the supportof slavery in the Districtof Colum- 
E y 


bia. 

By Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania: The joint resolu- 
tion of the Legislature of Pennsylvania, asking Congress 
to place the soldiers of the war of 1812 on the same footing 
with the soldiers of the Mexican war with regard to bounty 


By Mr. DUER: The memorial of 120 members of the 
House of Assembly of the State of New York, (whole num- 
her 128,) praying for the organization of a new judicial dis- 
trict in western New York. 

By Mr. DURKEE: The petition of E. S. Blake and 215 
other citizens of the city of Racine, in the State of Wis- 
consin, agaipst the admission of any more siave States. 

Also, the petition of Henry F. Cox and 213 others, citi- 
zens of the city of Racine, in the State of Wisconsin, for 
the repeal of all laws enacted or adopted by Congress for 
the support of slavery. in the District of Colansbia. 

Also, the petition of Peter Jones and 214 other citizens of 
the city of Racine, in the State of Wisconsin, for the es- 
| tablishment and proteetion of freedom in the territories, 

Also, the petition of Robert Welch and 216 others, citi- 
zens of the city of Racine, in the State of Wiséonsin, in 
fivor of securing to alleged fugitives the ri ht of trial by 
ury. 

d Also, the petition of A. G. Northway and 74 others, citi- 
zens of Paris, in the State of-Wisconsin, against the admis- 
sion of any more slave States, 

Also, the petition of A. P. Adams and 74 citizens of the 
same place, for the establishment and protection of freedom 
in the territories. 

Also, the petition of John E. Mount and 73 others, citi- 
į zens of the same place, in the State of Wisconsin, for the 
! repeal of all laws enacted or adopted by Congress for the 
support of slavery in the District of Coluinbia. 

Also, the petition of Elisha Baker and 72 others, citizens 
of the same place, in favor of securing to alleged fugitives 
the right of trial by jury. 9 

Also, the petition of E. D. Seward and 52 others, citizens 
of Lake Mills, in the State of Wisconsin, praying Congress to 
take some action in favor of stipulated arbitration, or con- 
gress of nations, for the settlement of international contro- 
versies, 

Also, the petition of L. P. Drake and 117 others, citizens 
of the same place, in favor of securing to alleged fugitives 
the right of trial by jury. 

Also, the petition of Edwin D. Seward and 119 others, citi- 


l; zens of the same place, for the repeal of al! Jaws enacted 


or adopted by Congress for 
District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of Joseph Colley and 116 others, citizens 
of Belvit, in the State of Wisconsin, for the repeal of alt 
laws enacted or adopted by Congress for the support of 
slavery in the District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of Isaac Lyon and 70 others, citizens of 
Walworth county, in the State of Wisconsin, against the 
admission of any more slave States. 

Also, the petition of J. W, Cahoon and 70 others, citizens 
of the same place, for the repeal of all laws enacted or 
adopted by Congress for the support of slavery in the District 
of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of Daniel Pierce, and 69 others, citizens + 


the support of slavery in the 


i Others, citizens of Ashfield, Massachusetts, to have 
| slavery probibiied in the territories. 

Also, the petition of H. 3. Ranney and 84 others, citizens 
of Ashfield, Massachusetts, to secure to any persons who | 
may be arrested as fugitive slaves, the right of trial by jury. 

Also, the petition of H. S. Ranney and čl olhers, citizens 

of Ashfield, Massachusetts, agaiust the admission of slave 
States into the Union. 
0, the petition of 68 citizens of Conway, Massachu- 
setts, in favor of one unisorm ratte of postage of one centon | 
newspapers, and two cenis on prepaid letters of halt an 
ounce Weight, aud other corresponding reforms. P 

By Mr. ASHE: Tue wemoriat or M. P. Cunir and others, 
in favor of the establishment of a mail-rowe from Rockfish, 
| Cumberland county, North Caroliua, to Philadelphus, Robe- 
! son county, North Carolina, 
| By Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessce ; The petition of W. K. 
; Blair, of Jonesboro’, Tennessee, praying Congress to grant 
him compensation f rvices rendered as pension agent. 

By Mr. BENNETT: The petition of citizens of ‘Tioga 
conuty, New York, to secure to alicged fugitives a trial by 
jury. 

Also, the petition of the same, 
District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of the same, to prohibit slavery in all 
new States hereafter admitted. 

Aiso, the petition of the same, to prohibit slavery in the i 
territories of the United States. | 

By Mr. HENRY : The petition of Everett Wellman and | 
82 other citizens of Brookline, Vermont, that slavery and | 
the slave trade may be prohibited in the territories; that ! 
| slavery and the slave trade may be abolished in the 
! of Columbia, or the seat of Governmeut be remove 
i from; that. persons claimed as 
| he entitled to trial by jury; and 
admitted into the Union. 
hibit slavery. 

By Mr. MANN, of Pennsylvania: The 
and soldiers of the w: 
rence eounty, Pe 


| 
i 


District i! 
1 d there- |: 
fugitives from slavery may // 
that no State be hereafter li 
whose constitution does not pro- |} 

i 
petition of officers ; 
‘ar of 1812, and other citizens of Law- 
nnsylvania, praying that land may be 
granted to the officers and soldiers who served a tour o 
duty, and to their heirs. 


By Mr. PUTNAM: The 


! 
|i 
ji 
f if 

ti 
i 1 petition of Jeremiah Rain, of i 
Java, New York, for compensation for property Jost by him |! 
when a soldier in the war of 1812. i 
By Mr. CABLE, of Ohio: Tue petition of John Frost and || 


Ellis, W. W, Cook, and others, citizens of Copiah and 


13 other citizens of New Lisbon, Ohio, against the admis- 
sion of more slave States, + 


to abolish slavery in the |! 


i 
| 
| 
H 
i 
i 
t 


: adopted by 


i trict of Columbi 


of the same place, in favor of securing to alleged fugitives 
the right of trial by jury. 

Also, the petition of L. S Vantine, and 72 others, citizens 
of the same place, for the establishment and protection of 
; freedom in the territories, 

Also, the petition of A. P, Babcock, and 110 others, citi- 
zens of Peoria, in the State of Ilinois, for the establishment 
and protection of freedom in the territories, 

Also, the petition of Moses Pettengill, 
of the same place, in favor of securing to 
: the right of trial by jury. 

Also, the petition of Levi Speneer, and 110 others. 
! zens of the same place, 
i slave States, 

Also, the petition of Tra Smith, and 95 others, citizens of 
the same place, for the repeal of all laws, enacted or adopted 
| by Congress for the support of slavery in the District of 
; Columbia. 

; Also, the petition of Haskell Wheelock and 60 others, 
| citizens of Williamston and Mayville, in the State of Wis- 
| consin, against tbe admission of any more slave States, 

Also, the petition of R.S. Chapman and 59 others, eiti- 
zens of the same places, for the establishment and protection 
of freedom in the territories, 

Also, the petition of Samuel Goodwin and 62 others, citi- 
zens of the same places, in favor of securing to alleged fugi- 
| tives the right of trial by jury. ~ 

Also, the petition of N. F, Henry and 59 others, citizens 
of the same places, for the repeal of all laws enacted or 
Cougress for the support of slavery in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of Gabriel Cornish and 55 others, citi- 
zens of Palmyra, in the State of Wisconsin, for the estab- 
lishment and protection of freedom in the territories. 

Also, the petition of G. M. Harris and 54 others, citizens 
of the same place, against the admission of any more slave 
States. 

Also, the petition of William Hooper and 55 others, citi- 
zens of the same place, for the repeal of all laws enacted or 
adopted by Congress for the support of slavery in the Dis- 
a. 

Also, the petition of John Smith and 54 others, citizens of 
the same place, in favor of securing to alleged fugitives the 
right of trial by jury. 

Also, the petition of Jesse Hooker and 50 owers, citizens 
of Salem, in the State of Wisconsin, praying Congress to 
take some steps toward the establishment of “ stipulated 


arbitration,’? or congres3 of nations, for the settlement of 
international controversies. 


and 115 others, 
alleged fugitives 
j : , citi- 
against the admission of any more 
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IN SENATE, i 
Tuurspay, April 18, 1850. | 


Mr. HALE presented a petition of citizens of 
New Hampshire, asking the establishment of a 


maii-route from Canaan, in Vermont, to the town || 


of Pitsburg, in New Hampshire; which was re 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 


legal voters of Reading, Massachusetts, asking that 


slavery and the slave trade may be prohibited in `: 
i; for reasons personal to myself, growing out of |! young a man to be engaged in a matter of this de- 


all the territories of the United States. 
Also, æ petition of one hundred and fifty-eight | 


citizens of the same place asking that slavery may | 
be abolished in the District of Colambia, or that 
the seat of Government may be removed therefrom. 

Also, a petition from one hundred and fifty-eight 
citizen of the same place, asking that no State may 
hereafier be admitted whose constitution does not 
prohibit slavery within its limits, 

Also, a petition from one hundred and fifty- | 
seven citizens of the same place, asking that the 
right of trial by jury may be extended to fugitive 
slaves, when arrested in any other State than that 
in which service is claimed; all of which petitions 
were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. STURGEON presented the petition of | 
Mary A. Berger, widow of John T. Berger, who | 


was an engineer on board the United States pro- | 


peller Secretary Walker, during the late war with | 
Mexico, asking that she may be allowed a pension; | 


which was referred to the Committee on Pensions, /! 


Mr. SHIELDS presented a petition of Taylor, | 
Gillespie & Co., and others, asking a reduction of 
the rates of postage; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
Mr. BRIGHT presented the petition of Samuel | 
Davis, a revolutionary pensioner, asking an in-i 
crease of pension; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. NORRIS presented a memorial of citizens, 
asking that the widows of revolutionary soldiers, 
who married since the year 1800, may be allowed 
pensions equally with those who married prior to 
that year; which was referred to th: Committec | 
on Pensions. 

Mr. KING presented the memorial of the heirs 
of Nathan King, an officer in the revolutionary 
army, asking to be allowed commutation pay for 
the services of their ancestor; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions.“ 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. STURGEON, from the Committee on | 
Agriculture, to which was referred the numerous ' 
memorials and resolutions of State Legislatures, 
asking the establishment ofan Agricultural bureau 
at Washington, reported a bill to establish an 
Agricultural bureau in the Department of the In- 


terior; which was read and ordered to a second || A 
ji the body. 


reading. 
RESOLUTIONS. 
Mr. BORLAND submitted the following reso- 
lution: i 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire as to the propriety of esta 
lishing a me 
Brawley’s, Graud I 
county, to Boouvil 


and Robert Mats, in Scott 
ott county, Arkansas. 
ommittee be instructed | 


ana. 
Resolved further, That the same committee be instructed | 
to inquire as to the propriety of establishing a mail-route | 
from Searey, in White couuty, to Clinton, in Van Buren | 
county, in Arkansas. 
BILLS ON LEAVE. | 
Mr. FELCH, in pursuance of notice, asked and 


obtained leave to introduce a bill to create the | 


office of surveyor general of the public lands in 
Oregon; to provide for the survey of those lands, į 


and to make donations-to settlers thereon; which ii 


was read a first and second time by its title, and | 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. i 

Mr. BENTON, in pursuance of notice, asked | 
and obtained leave to introduce a joint resolution | 
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|, lowing as the special committee under the resolu- |) 
ne | tion adopted yesterday: Messrs. Doper of Wis- 
Also, a petition of one hundred and fifty-nine | 


i 


i| body, but I beg the Senate to place on the com- 7 


oute from Bark, in Franklin county, via 7 
3 3 


| Sons were assigned by the Senator from Wiscon- | 


DAY, APRIL 23, 1850. 


in relation to the use of American water-rotted || Senate, and the whole course of my life has thrown 
; hemp in the navy of the United States: which was e away from an opportunity of becoming: ac- 
| read the first and second time by its title and re- |; quainted with the rules which govern deliberative 
bodies, Asa matter of course, therefore, I should 
g 


i ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
THE DISORDER OF YESTERDAY. || go into the proposed investigation wanting the re- 


q RIE || cessary intelligence and information upon: ques- 
The VICE PRESIDENT announced the fol- |! tions of that nature. ‘There is another reason, 


which is one of very considerable importance, and 
hat is, my duties on other committees, to which it 
is not necessary to allude, are of such a character 
that I cannot pay the attention to it which I think 
the Importance of the matter demands. I am too 


consir, Wesster, Kine, PHELPS, Rusk, BELL, ii 
: and SmeLos. | 
Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin. Mr. President, |) 


the relations subsisting between one of the gentle- f scription, and it seems to me the occurrence is of 
men connected with the disorder of yesterday, Iii such a nature as to require upon the committee 
ask the Senate to excuse me from serving on the |! gentlemen of experience, whose decision. would 
committee appointed to investigate that occurrence. |! have consequence and weight. It will be impossi- 
As the President is authorized to supply any || ble for me to give that attention to the matter which 
vacancies that may occur, I trust that my request || I think it demands, and I therefore hope and trust 
will be considered as reasonable, and that the || that the Senate will, under the circumstances, ex 

| 

t 

| 


Senate will relieve me from serving on the com- |! cuse me. 
mittee. 

Mr. FOOTE. I understand the Senator from 
Wisconsin as alluding not to myself, but to the 
other gentleman, and therefore I beg leave to say, i| 
that, so faras I am concerned, 1 prefer that he 


should be on the committee to any other man in 
America. | supposes that it has not, under the resolution. 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin. Iam very thank- || Mr. DICKINSON. I move that the Chair have- 
ful to the gentleman for the kind respect he has :! authority to fill the yacancy. 
expressed for me, but I must say that itis a mat- | Mr. KING. [hope there will be no objection, 
ter for myself to decide. A fecling of delicacy ij and that the vacancy will be filled by a gentleman 
renders me unwilling to be placed in that position. | who will take the place of chairman of the com- 
‘Ido trust that, for the reasons [ have suggested, | mittee. 
the Senate will excuse me from serving on the | The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no ob- 

ji 


| The question being taken, the Senate refused to 
; excuse the Senator from Texas (Mr. Rusx] from 
| serving upon the committee. 

| Fhe VICE PRESIDENT, The Chair would 
like to understand whether it was intended that it 
should have power to fill the vacancy. The Chair 


i 


committee. jection, the vacancy will be filled by the Chair. 
Mr. SHIELDS. I have net before been in- |! ‘The Chair hears no objection, and will direct the 
formed of my appointment on the committee, and || filing of the vacancy. ; 


I must beg leave most respectfully to decline |! _SYNOPTICAL INDEX TO THE LAWS. 


it ae 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is! . Mr. BENTON. ‘There is a resolution in rela- 

first on the motion of the Senator from Wiscon- || tion to the purchase of an Index to the Laws of 

sin, to be excused from serving on the committee. | the United States, offered by me a few days ago, 
‘The motion was agreed to, and the Senator from |; Pow lying on the table, which 1 ask may be taken 

Wisconsin was excused from serving on the com- ;; UP. A 

mittee. The resolution was read, as follows: 


|; 
li . 
ar <i a t i Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be authorized 

Mr. SHIELDS. | I will now ask the Senate to i to contract with Messrs. Little & Brown for twelve hundred 
grant me the same indulgence, I am one of the), 


A © |; and fifty copies of the Synoptical Index prepared by direc- 
| youngest Senators in the body, and I believe this | 


tio: of the Senate, and to embrace in addition the laws of 
committee should be composed of the elder mem- ii the spe S on of Congress, ars nitce nor execeding 

mo ip r M tt j: three dollars a volume, printed an DOUNG m e sty 
bers. I am almost entirely unacquainted with ij the Statutes at Large, puMished under the authority of 
parliamentary rales, and I bave not had time tof Congress by said Little & Brown. 

myself whe really a vas of | IN 

ascertain for myself vhat is really an invasion of | aa. DOWNS. 
the laws of the Senate. F know, of course, that 


When this resolution was up 
canes ~i! the other day, I made some inquiries in regard to 
there was an infringement yesterday, not only of aP, q 5 
ithe laws of this body, but of every deliberativ 


‘the manner in which the work was executed, 
' which [ thought necessary before it was ordered 
f at : i to be printed by the Senate. As I presume no 
mittee some gentleman who has been longer a || member has been supplied with this information, I 
member otho Senales and who is Bequainted i would still. prefer that an examination should be 
with parliamentary rules and tke proceedings of had, and therefore move to refer the resolution to 
' the Judiciary Committee, with a view of examin- 
‘ing the work, and ascertaining if it is such a one 
as ought to be purchased by Congress. 


i 

H 

i 

| Mr. TURNEY. It is painful to vote against 

| excusing any Senator from serving on this com- 
; b ea Te ; : 7 

| mittee, but we all know that this isa committee Í The motion to refer was agreed to. 

j on which every member would desire to be ex- i à 

| cused from serving. It isa duty which some of: THE CALIFORNIA BILL. 

{ 

i 

| 

Í 

| 

| 

i 

J 


the Senators will have to perform. The duty of | Mr. BENTON. I move thatall the previous 
| making the appointment was, by order of the Sen- } orders be postponed for the purpose of taking up 
, and 1 think the | Senate bill No. 169, for the admission of the State 


ate, devolved upon the C No rtl 
s selection, Res- | of California inte the Union, And upon that mo- 


Chair has made a most judic 


: sin personai to himself, that I thought, perhaps, | 
were sufficient, and I therefore did not object to 
excusing him; but I do think that upon a commit- 
tee of this description, after it has been constitu- | 
ted, no one ought to be excused from serving, : 
| unless for good and substantial reeson. I shail, 
| therefore, vote against excusing the Senator from | 
Ilinois. i 


| from serving on the committee. H } t € 
i Mr. RUSK. After the vote on the request of | like this, coming upon us so unexpectedly, in the 
| the Senator from [linois, I feel rather deterred ` absence of several gentlemen who, when they 
i from making the same request, but F feel it my j; come in, will be prepared to reverse the decision. 
| duty to doso., In the first place, like the Senator | Mr. YULEE. I would ask, sir, whether, the 
| from Illinois, lam quite a young member of the H morhing business being over, the unfinished buai- 
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oceed: as a matter 


ene: cof yesterday. does not pr of | 
eourse? 2... wags LEE tes Ps 
“The VICE PRESIDENT. The morning busi- 


nese being over, we proceed fo the orders of the 

dayasa matter of course. — 

‘Mr. YULEE, A Senator was on the floor ad- 
asing the Senate.at the time of the adjournment, 

and. 1 suppose that question comes up first this 


mre A VICE PRESIDENT. ‘Whenever: the 
Senate proceeds to the orders of the day, the un-. 
finished business is first inorder. : 


iE.. The Senator: from Mississippi, | 


$ 
H 


| 


Mr. YOLEE. 1 

to. whom | alluded, was:addressing the Chairon an 

appeal, which was afterwards withdrawn. 

= The VICE PRESIDENT: . The Senator from 

Mississippi was entitled to the floor at the time, 

and therefore the appeal could not be withdrawn. 
- Mr. CLAY. ‘As the Senate adjourned yester- 
day: with unfinished business, and the Senator | 
from Mississippi was on the floor, it seems to me 
it necessarily comes up as the first business in 
order. You cannot get rid of that business and 
of the speech the Senator was making, and which 
he now intends to.finish, with a motjon to lay the 
unfinished business on the table. 

Mr. BENTON. The unfinished business is not 
now before the Senate, and I make a motion to j 
postpone everything that is before the Senate, and 
proceed to the consideration of the California bill. 
x Mr. KING. We adjourned yesterday on un- 
finished business. When that is taken up, then it 
will be in order for the Senator to move its post- 
ponement, with a view to take up any other order | 
whieh he may wish to accomplish. ‘The moment 
the morning business is gone through, the unfin- 
ished business comes up, and it cannot therefore 
be got clear of by a motion to lay all the orders, 
resolutions, bills, and every description of business 
on the table. I have never known an instance, 
since I have been in the Senate, of such a proceed- 
ing. When the unfinished business is taken up, 
agit is right and proper it should be, having prefer- 
ence over everything else, then it is in the power 
of the Senator from Missouri to make his motion, 
and not till then. i i ; 

Mr. BENTON. I know that perfectly well—it | 
‘was what {did yesterday. Butl know, also, that 
jit involves a double motion—one to lay on the 
table, and the other to take up the other subject. 
That double motion was an impediment to my 
success yesterday, and, therefore, 1 determined to 
make the motion singly this morning, and thus 
have a direct vote on the subject of taking up the 
California bill, As for this thing of unfinished | 

usiness, [ apprehend that itis not the first time | 
the Senate has adjourned on unfinished business, 
by upwards of “considerable.” And if it does, 
the Senate the next day has all its business under 
its own control, and can proceed precisely as it 
pleases. My motion is in order, and I now ask ; 
for thé vote upon it. All that [ proposed to say 
was to make the motion and ask for the yeas and 
mays, which are ordered. ' 

r. HALE. I wish to call the attention of the | 
Chair to the rules of the Senate. {ft appears by | 
the 30th rule that ‘the special orders of the day | 
shali not be called by the Chair before one o’clock, | 
unless. otherwise directed by the Senate.” ‘Ihe | 
15th rule says, that ‘the unfinished business in | 
which the Senate was engaged at the last prece- ' 
ding adjournment, shall have the preference in the | 
special orders of the'day.”? Therefore, the unfin- 
ished business is not in order until one o’clock, 
and the Senator from Missouri is in order in the 
motion which he has made. ! 

The VICE PRESIDENT, The doubts which | 
the Chair has, arise from his inexperience in this i 
body. The Chair supposes the rule to be, that : 
when any subject is properly under consideration, | 
it is in order to move its postponement. 

Chair cannot understand how subjects not under : 
consideration can be.postponed. 

Mr. KING. Certainly. The Chair is right. 

Mr. BENTON. With great deference to the : 
Chair, I will restate my motion. It was, that all; 

„previous orders should be postponed. 
‘%& motion of ordinary occurrence. 

Mr. CLAY. I understand the course of pro- 
ceeding to be, if you desire to postpone a subject, 
to moveto take it up, and then make your motion 
to. postpone it, refer it to a committee, or as you || 
please. But how can you postpone the unfinished ‘| 

speech of a Senator, who got only partially en- |] 


i 


j 
| 
i 


The | 


‘| sideration of the unfinished business of 


i 


gaged. in the -subject when he. gave way? The 
Senator-has a right to the floor, and. the orders of 


that right. 


of the Chair to the 15th rule of the Senate: 


«The unfinished. business in which the Senate-was en- 


I will refer 
Manual: 3 
«When any member moves for the order of the day to be 


i fore the House, for, if the debate. might proceed, it might 
continue through the day and defeat the order.”? 


the preceding day is the order of the day, that, in 
making a motion to proceed to the order of the day, 


i! it willbe the duty of the Chair to cause the order'to 


| be read, and thena motion is required to be made to 
| supersede it. The position taken by the Senator 
from Kentucky seems to me to accord with the 
rule, as I understand it to be laid down in the 
Manual. I call for the unfinished business, in 
order to test the question. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The 30th rule de- 
clares that the special orders shall not be called 
by the Chair before one o’clock, unless otherwise 
directed by the Senate; and the Chair supposes 
that, under that rule, a motion might be made at 
the present time to proceed to the special order, 
The next rule bearing on this point is the 15th, 
which declares that ‘f the unfinished business in 
‘which the Senate was engaged at the last pre- 
‘ceding adjournment, shall have the preference in 
“€the special orders of the day.” The next rule 
that scems to bear upon this point is the 11th: 

“ When a question is under debate, no motion shall be 
received but to adjourn, to Le on the table, to p>stpone 
indefinitely, to postpone to a day certain, to commit, or to 
amend; which several motions sball have precedence in 
the order they stand arranged,” &e. 

_ Under that rule the Chair supposes it to be in 
“the power of a Senator to move to postpone any 
business whenever the. Chair proposes it to the 
consideration of the Senate. 
fore, is of opinion that a general motion, before 
| proceeding to the order of the day, to postpone it, 
is not in order. 

Mr. PHELPS, With all deference to the opin- 
ipn of the Chair, I must be permitted to say, that 


this body. It is the everyday’s practice here, 
during the morning business, to take up bills out 
of their order. know no mode in which that 


i can be done except by a postponement of the pre- be. 
oe . ice i 
i vious orders; and such, I believe, is the form in jj 


f 


| ate. The course of basiness is, that previous to 
| the hour of one, the general orders are in order to 
| be taken up. Such is the practice of the Senate. 


‘If there are no motions, resolutions, or reports, ji 


| the Chair proceeds to take up the bills standing on 
the calendar, which are the zeneral orders before 
the Senate, unless there is application made to 
postpone the previous orders and take up a par- 
ticular bill. The motion does not reach the spe- 
cial orders of the day until one o’clock, Such is 
my view. 

Mr. BENTON. I concur fully with the Sena- 
tor from Vermont; and there being now nothir. 
ie the Senate, I move to take up the Californ 
pill. 

Mr. YULEE. 
i that I made a motion, which I suppose to be in 
| order, that the Senate should proceed to the con- 


i 
i 
: o 

3 


| 
l 
i 


: Which l understand to be the speci 
| day. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 


istinctly; 
other Senators 

Mr. FOOTE. I waived the flo 
with a distinct understanding with 


J should be allowed t 
believe that the Ameri 


ra 
ih 
i or yesterday 
Senators that 
o speak to-day. I cannot 


can Senate wiil violate such 


the day should certainly be taken up to give him | 


Mr. YULEE. I will move, sir, that the unfin- | 
ished business of the preceding day be now taken | 
up, and, before doing so, I will refer the attention ; 


gaged at the last -preceding adjournment shall have the | 
| preference in the special orders of the day.” ; 


the Chair also to page 160 of the | 
read, no further debate is permitted upon the question be--; 


I now take’it, that if the unfinished business of || 


The Chair, there- | 


I think the decision is contrary to the practice of 


ia i 


The President may recollect | 


fal 


| 


a principle of honorable arrangement. Such an 
arrangement was understood, afid- the fact is so 
reported. I certainly have done nothing that 
should authorize the Senate totreat. me in sucha 
way. as is proposed. For myself, sir, 1 would 
never. vote for such a proposition. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair certain- 
ly did not understand the Senator from Florida to 
make the motion to which he refers. 

Mr. YULEE. I stated the rule which I sup- 
posed gave precedence to the unfinished businéss, 
and then moved to take it up. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
tion pending at the time. 

Mr. YULEE. I considered that my motion 
had precedence, because the rule gave precedence 
| to the business to which it referred. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question now 
is on the motion of the Senator from Missouri, to 
proceed to the consideration of the California bill. 

Mr. BALDWIN. On that motion d ask for 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CLAY. I move that the motion of the 
Senator from Missouri be laid on the table. 

The yeas and nays were called for and ordered, 
and, being taken, resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Borland, Bright, 
Butler, Cass, Clay, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi. Dickin- 
son, Downs, Foote, Hunter, King, Mangum, Mason, Mor- 
ton, Pearce, Rusk, Sebastian, Soulé, Sturgeon, Turney, 
Underwood, Whitcomb, and Yulee~—27, 

NAYS—Messrs. Baldwin, Benton, Chase, Clarke, Cor- 
win, Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton Dudge of Towa, 
Dodge of Wisconsin, Donglas, Felch, Greene, Hale, Ham- 
jin, Jones, Miller, Norris, Phelps, Seward, Shields, Smith, 
Spruance, Walker, and Webster—24. 


So the motion to lay on the table was agreed to. 


THE SELECT COMMITTEE OF THIRTEEN. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the unfinished business of yesterday, being the 
resolutions submitted by the honorable ‘Senator 
from Tennessee, [Mr. BeLL,] and by the honora- 
ble Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Ciay,] and the 
motion to refer them to a select committee. 

Mr. FOOTE. I simply rise for a purpose which 
I have no doubt will gratify gentlemen on all sides, 
sincerely and profoundly desirous of action, practi-, 
cal action on the proposition before the Senate, in 
which the country feels so deep.an interest. I shall 
waive any feelings merely of a personal nature, 
out of consideration to the exigencies of the hour. 
I design, therefore, saying not another word; [ 

oniy ask for an early vote. 

y Mr. MANGUM.. 1 will inquire whether the 
|| appeal from the decision of the Chair yesterday 
‘| has been withdrawn? If it has not, I hope it will 


There was a mo- 


Mr. CLAY. It has. Is it not so stated on the 
f; Journal ? i 
Mr. MANGUM. It is not, I believe, so stated 


Mr. CLAY. Will the Senator allow me to in- 
quire of the Chair whether itis not so stated on 
the Journal? 

The VICE PRESIDENT, 
on the Journal, 

Mr. CLAY. Then, sir, without any change of 
my own opinion, thinking as I did when I made 
the appeal, I withdraw it, with a view to facilitate 

action. 

ii Mr. MANGUM. Jam gratified that the Sena- 
ii tor has withdrawn the appeal from the decision of 
| the Chair. It is always unpleasant tajcome in 
; collision with any decision which has been made 
, by the Chair. 


It does not appear 


tf 
i 


f 
| 


i 
i 
1 


{ 
i 
! 
1 
| 


i 


y by yea 
ttershould be adverted Bihat 


ay hereafter require notice, I hope that that notice 
i, Will be bestowed upon itata period which shall 
į not tend to retard the action of the Senate upon 

these vastly important questions. 1 think, sir, 
there is a disposition universal amongst this body 
to bring toa close the whole of this matter at the 
earliest day i 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, [Mr.A rcmson.] 
The Senator from Mississippi is entitled to the 
floor. The gentleman from North Carolina is 
therefore out of order, 


i 
| 


| 


| 
i 
i 
| 


| 


1850. 
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Mr. FOOTE. I have yielded the floor. 

Mr. MANGUM. The Senator from Missis- 
sippi has declined to occupy it, with a view of 
bringing this matter to the earliest possible ter- 
mination. Ido hope that no person who votes 
with the majority upon this question will be either 
provoked, entrapped, or induced, by any mode or 
by any course of observations, to speak except to 
say yea or nay. 

Mr. CLAY. Irise to express my hearty con- 
currence in the sentiments expressed by the Sena- 
tor from North Carolina. The Senate, sir, has 


decided, by a solemn vote, that it will give no in- || 


structions whatever to the committee. The propo- 
sitions now before the Senate are to reverse this 
decision of the Senate—to detach California, and 
to give instructions which the Senate has declared 
it will not do. But if the gentlemen choose to 
persevere in this course, I concur heartily in the 
object of the Senator from North Carolina, which 
is to exempt ourselves (L mean those who coöp- 
erate together upon this subject) from any portion 
of the responsibility which may arise out of the 
further protraction and delay of this subject. 

Mr. BENTON., The present occupant of the 
chair, not having been in the chair yesterday even- 
ing at the time the motions were made, may not 
perhaps have got the pending motion precisely 
correct, The Senator from Maine [Mr. Hamiin] 
offered an amendment; a question of order arose; 
it was finally withdrawn; the question therefore 
now is on the amendment of the Senator from 
Maine. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair so 
understands it. 

Mr. KING. twish to say one word. The 
amendment that was offered by the Senator from 
Maine was received by the Chair. I thought then, 
and stated so at the time, that it was not in order; 
that that proposition, made by the Senator from 
Maine, had been disposed of by a solemn vote 
of the Senate on a former occasion; and that, al- 
though the phraseology in some degree differed, 
yet that it was as much out of order as if it was a 
literal copy of the original proposition; but feel- 
ing, as T did, unwilling to protract the discussion 
on that point, | was, as the Senator from Kentucky 
well knows, disposed to withdraw opposition on |! 
the question of order. Well, sir, the amendment 
was received, and a string of amendments have 
been offered by the Senator from Missouri. How 
many more he has given notice that he intends to 
present, I know not. So far as I am concerned, I 
concur entirely in the view taken by the Senators 
from North Carolina and Kentucky. I think that 
we owe it to ourselves, we owe it to the country, 
we owe it to this body, not to be consuming, upon 
questions of no importance in themselves, the time 
of the Senate, when a question of the first magni- 
tude—of the greatest importance—is under consid- 
eration, and ought to be brought to as speedy a 
conclusion as is consistent with the proper action 
of this body. For myself, therefore, (and I hope 
I may speak for my friends around me,) [am not 
disposed to consume any time; and I would sug- 
gest, with all proper respect, to those gentlemen 
who are opposed to us, and who have no disposi- 
tion to consume the time of the Senate upon this 
question, to let it go to the committee, as there is 
a decided majotity in favor of that course, and try 
to arrange this matter so as to produce quiet every- 
where—as well in this Chamber as out of it. 

Mr. BENTON. I never saw the Senate so 
harmonious. I am entirely of the same opinion 
with the gentlemen who have spoken all around 
me—votes and no words. The Senate will recol- 
lect the great encomium pronounced upon the 
Abbe Séyes, the great constitution-maker, during 
the period of the French revolution. It was said 
by the wits or witlings, as the case may be, of 
that day, that he kept constitutions in pigeon- 
holes, and took down one or another as the occa- | 
sion required. But the point is, that one of those 
constitutions contained a clause for a dumb Legis- 
lature; one that should vote and not speak He 
read it to a friend, and the friend exclaimed, 
«Ah, Monsieur Seyes, that dumb Legislature will 
immortalize you!’ Ido not know whether that 
part of the Legislature in France who were in 
favor of voting Instead of speaking, were able to |i 
stick to that part of the constitution or not, but I 
hope we shall all be able to stick to it here—vote 
and not talk. And now, Mr. President, we scem 
to have made some progress, and the way seems 


i| 
i 
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| programme is this: That, if this bill be taken up, 


| accomplish that object, and Lask for the yeas and | 


| question now under consideration be laid on the || 


| of the points in this amendment, on the ground i 


| appears to me to be a conclusive vote, that they 


| the labor of a divided vote upon the motion now | 


H 

n . l 
motion which was suggested to me by the gentle- | 
‘| 

f 

t 


It was objected to be- 
cause the business of yesterday ought to take pre- 
cedence. Good; I have nothing to say against 
that now. That business has been taken up; now 
the objection of “ unfinished business” isremoved. 
And now I act upon the suggestion of the gentle- 
man upon the other side of the Chamber, and 
move, though it involves a double motion, to lay | 
this question upon the table fur the purpose of || 
taking up the California bill; and, as the gentle- || 
men have given you a programme of the manner | 
in which they will act, | will give you mine. My | 


if 
i 
jj 
|i 
i 
H 
ir 
it 
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as I suppose it may be now, in conformity to the 
suggestion of the gentleman opposite, and after 
the reasons given for not taking it up have passed 
away, my course will be, if gentlemen on the 
other side offer amendments which may be in the 
nature of adding further measures to that bill—of 
attaching other bills to that bill—why, sir, I have | 
said enough already to let the Senate know that I; 
am whatis called uncompromisingly opposed to it; | 
and as I have given as many reasons for my 
opposition as can be necessary, now, therefore, Í 
am willing to content myself with the vote of 
“ nay” on the different propositions to add other 
measures to the California bill when it comes up. | 
Now, sir, my opinion is, that in this way we can 
finish the California bill in this sitting to-day, |) 
while the six gentlemen are here who will be $i 
absent next week by order of the Senate. We !! 
are now all for action; we are now ail for speedy 
action, and here is the way to get action, and f 
apprehend that there is not a single amendment 
intended to be made or thought of to the California {| 
bill, that is not in the minds of members at this | 
time, and which cannot be offered here at once in 
the progress of the bill through this body. I think, | 
then, sir, that we can finish the whole through 
thisafiernoon’s sitting, in the way in which I pro- |) 
pose, and either admit or reject California. Fi 
therefore make the motion, which I think will 


nays. 
‘Toe VICE PRESIDENT. It is moved that the |! 
table, and on that motion the yeas and nays are 
demanded. 
The yeas and nays were then ordered by the 
Senate, and being taken resulted as follows: 


Buier, © 
sou, Downs, 
ton, Pearce, Rusk, Set s Soulé, Spruance, Sturgeon, || 
Turney, Underwood, Whiteomb, and Yulee—28. i 
So the motion to lay on the table was lost. i 
The question then recurred upon the amend- i| 
ment proposed by the Senator from Missouti |! 
[Mr. Bexron] to the amendment offered by the |! 
Senator from Maine, (Mr. HAMLIN] i 
Mr. BENTON asked for a vote upon every |; 
point in his amendment by the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were orcered to be taken. 
Mr. BUTLER. I will make a single remark, 
and that is, that [ shall vote nay upon every one | 


that it would be a palpable inconsistency with | 
what was done by the Senate yesterday. | 

Mr. YULEE. Allow me to inquire whether | 
the division of the question results necessarily į} 
from the request of a single member of the body, 5; 
or whether it would require a vote of the body? 
If it requires a vote of the body, I shouid be dis- 
posed to vote against the division, for the reason 
that the Senate having already decided, by what 


would not give instructions to this committee, it 
will be unnecessary for this body (unless indeed it 
should have changed its opinion) to go through 


made. Ifit be competent to the Senate to refuse 
the division of the amendment, I hope the ques- 
tion will be put to the Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will; 
read the rule for the information of the Senator: 


“Tf the question in debate contains several points, any 
memiber may have the same divided.” 


į In session. 


; neither approve nor hesitate to condemn. 


© mittee. 


T Prone Pane aranea Aa 


proposition before. the Senate will now 
be read; it is as follows: : 


“ With instructions that in any bill, scheme, or other: 
measure Or measures they may report, Urey shall not co 
nect the admission of the State of California with any oh 
proposed Jegislition which shall require the assent of aay 


Other State to its completion.” 


Mr. BENTON. I will state that this is an 
amendment which is offered to the amendment of 
the Senator from Maine, and is the same in subs 
stance as it. g k 

Mr. BORLAND. Iwill very briefly state the 
reason of the vote [ shall give upon the proposi- 
tions now before the Senate. These propositions 
are in direct opposition to the deliberate and emis 
phatic decision of the Senate yesterday; and if 
they have any purpose, it seems to me to be in 
contempt of that deliberate and emphatic decision. 
That deĉision was, that the Senate would give no 


i instructions to the committee, and I concurred in 
| that decision. . For that reason, as stated by the 
; Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Burier,] I 


shall vote against the first proposition. For the 
same and for other reasons, l shall vote against 
each and every one of the long list of amendments 
offered by the Senator from. Missouri, [Mr. Bex- 
ron.] What are those amendments? Every Seña- 
tor must admit that they are unnecessary, as all 
must also agree that the most of them are merely. 
declaratory of truisms which need no enactment 
here at this time. I feel no necessity, and feel 


| under no obligation to adopt, by formal vote, any 


abstract truisms upon any subject. Itwould be 
just as well, and just as becoming in the Senate 
to occupy itself with declaring, by formal legis- 


| lative action, that the Constitution is in force iù 


the United States, or that the Senate itself is now 
It isa sort of expedient for consuming 
the time of the Senate, and delaying its legitimate 
business—a sort of legislative trifling, which 1 can 
I shall 
vote against each and every one of the proposi- 
tions already submitted by the Senator from Mis- 


|, souri, [Mr. Benrow,] and against all others of the 


same sort which may hereafter be brought forward 
by him or any one else. I have no fear that my 


! votes will be misunderstcod, either by the Senate 
|| or my constituents. : 


Mr. TURNEY, (who was almost inaudible at 
the reporter’s desk.) I wish to say one word. 1 


i shall not vote except on the final amendment, res 
| specting the union of California with other meas 
i ures; and my reason will be that we were told 
; yesterday that the object of these propositions. was 
i| not for the purpose óf legislation, but for the pyi- 
|| puse of giving quiet to the country and of calming 
; excitement. 
i| String of propositions for no practical purpose, but 


Now, sir, I am not for adopting a 


Tam in favor of leaving the committee freë and 


|! unrestricted, and I shall vote against all theamend- 


ments. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I beg our friends to pro- 
ceed at once to the vote on the amendments. that 
have already been offered, as the honorable meri- 
ber from Missouri has signified that there may be 
more of the same sort. I think that we can best 


i dispose of the matter by voting. 


Mr. CASS. Mr. President, I beg the Senate 


; not to be alarmed; I am not going to discuss this 
i matter at all, 


I rise merely to state the reason 
which will govern my vote. 

The Senator from Missouri [Mr. Bexron] has 
displayed great powers of analysis in the prepara- 
tion of his propositions. There are fourteen of 


i them, nine of which relate to California, and the 


other five to other topics. Those respecting @ 
fornia, each and all, merely amount to the excep: 
tion of that subject from the powers of the.com- 
As | have already explained my views 
upon that question, and have voted for the ap- 
pointment of a committee, | shall vote against. all 
measures such as these, which are merely caleu- 
‘Jated to defeat the expressed will of the Senate, and 
which mast operate only to delay the very admis- 
sion which so many of us are desirous of insu- 
‘ing in the shortest possible time. 

As to the five lyst propositions, some of them 
at least are still more exceptionable. They under- 
take to affirm the principles of the Constitution, 
and to protect the rights of the States. Now, sir, 
as to the rights of the States, Í believe they are 
fully competent to protect themselves, and, 1 am 
sure, if they are not, they can derive no pratee-° 
tion from any act of mine. 
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“Ag to the reaflirmance of thé provisions of ‘the 
Constitution, should that measure ever became 
necessary, it belongs to the people of the United 
States; of whom Iam bùt an. infinitesimal frac- 
tion. L did not come here to declare what the 
Constitution is, but to legislate in conformity with 
its provisions, If, indeed, a law is proposed, and 
there are constitutional doubts about our power to 
passit, Lam prepared to discuss it, and to vote 
according to the dictates of my jadgment. But, 
if: we-oncé begin to reaffirm the provisions of the | 
Constitution, where are we to stop? We. may 
begin at the beginning, and go on to the end, 
affirming. that the Constitution makes: provision 
for the election of a {President, for the establish- 
meht of'a Legislature, and so onto the end of the 
chapter. ‘And what then, after such a vote? We |) 
are just where we were before.. The vote has not | 
the slightest effect, except to expose us to public 
reprobation. Even if we had the necessary power, 
it would be a mere abstract declaration, destitute 
of the least practical effect. Our time may be || 
much more properly and profitably employed. I 
am opposed to the whole matter, being as anxious 
as any member of the Senate for the admission of | 
California, and satisfied that these proceedings | 
will merely tend to delay that measure. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, called for the read- ; 
ing of the amendment. — 

The first subdivision in the amendment was 
read, as follows: 

& With instructions that in any bill, scheme, or other 
measure or measures they may report, they shall not con- 
nect the admission of the State of California with any other | 
proposed legislation which shall require the assent of any | 
other State to its completion.” 

The question being taken, it resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Baldwin, Benton, Chase, Clarke,Corwin, 
Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, Dodge of Lowa, Dodge of | 
Wisconsin, Feleh, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Jones, Mitler, 
Norris, Phelps, Seward, Shicids, Smith, Spruance, Walker, | 
and Webster—23. ; 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Borland, Bright, 
Butler, Cass, Clay, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Dickin- | 
son, Douglas, Downs, Foote, Hunter, King, Mangum, Ma- |! 
son, Morton, Pearee, Rusk, Sebastian, Soulé, Sturgeon, 
Turney, Underwood, Whitcomb, and Yulee—28. 

> So the amendment was rejected. 

: While the question was being taken on the pre- 
ceding subdivision— 

Mr. DOUGLAS stated the reason for the change 
of his vote to be, that while he was opposed to 
appointing a. committee, he was also opposed to 
giving them any instructions, 

The next subdivision was then read: 

«g That they shall not connect the admission of the 
State of California with any measure which is connected 
with a question of boundary or other controversy with any | 
otber State.” f 

The question being taken, it resulted as follows: į 

YEAS—Messrs, Baldwin, Benton, Chase, Corwin, Davis 
of Massachusets, Dayton, Dodge of Lowa, Dodge of Wis- 
consin, Felch, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Jones, Miler, Norris, 
Phelps. Seward, Smitb, Walker, and Webster—20. 

NAYS—Measrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Borland, Bright, | 
Butler, Casa, Clay, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Dickin- į 
son, Douglas, Downs, Foote, Hunter, King, Mangum, 
Mason, Horton, Pearce, Rask, Sebastian, Soulé, Spruance, 
Sturgeon, Turney, Underwood, Whiteonb, and Yalee—29. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


The next subdivision was then read: 

3. That they shall not connect the admission of the | 
Brate of California with any other measure of fess dignity 
than the reception and admission ov a sovereign State to be 
anew and entire member of this Union.” 


The question being taken, it resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Chase, Dodge of fowa, Hate, | 
Hamlin, Seward, and Watker—7. | 

NAYS—Mesars. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Borland, Bright, 
Butler, Cass, Clay, Clemens, D: of Mississippi, Diekin- 
gon, Dodge of Wiscousin, Douglas, Downs, Feteh, Foote, 
Hunter, King. Mangum, Mason, Morton, Pearce, Rusk, Se- 
bastian, Soulé, Spruance, Sturgeon, Turney, Whitcomb, 
and Yulee—30. 


So the amendment was rejected. 
| 


The next subdivision was then read: 

“4, That they shall not make California a party to, or in ji 
any way include or connect her with, any provision in the ii 
nature or intent of a compact relating to slavery, or to any li 
slave State or slave 'F'erritory, other than Ute compacts of jj 
the Constitution.” 

The question being taken, it resulted as follows 

YEA 3S—Messrs. Baldwin, Benton, Chase, Corwin, Day- 
ton, Dodge of fowa, Dodge of Wisconsin, Feleh, Greene, |! 
Hale, Hamlin, Miller, Norris, Seward, Smith, and Watker— it 

i 


t 
| 
i 
f 
i 


| 


i 


i 


. NAYS—Mesers. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Borland, Bright 
Butler, Cass, Clay, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Dickin- :} 
son, Douglas, Downs, Foote, Hanter, King, Mangum, Ma- || 

, 80n, Morton, Pearce, Rusk, Sebastian, Soulé, Spruance, 
* Sturgeon, Tumey, Uaderwood, Whitcomb, aud Yulee—29. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


i 
! 
| 
l 


ot new States form 
States.” 


of. Massachusetts, Dayton 
consin, Felch, Greene, 


i rose and said: Iam in favor of the admission of 


` The next subdivision was then read: 

«<5, That they shall not make Cali ‘ornia a party to, or in 
any way include or connect her with, any provision in the 
nature or intent of a compact of any description, other 
than the compacts of the Constitution, and those compacts 
relating to the domain which have been heretofore required 
ed out of the territory of ihe United 


The question being taken, it resulted as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Baldwin, Benton, Chase, Corwin, Davis 
Dodge of lowa, Dodge of Wis- | 
Hale, Hamlin, Miller, Seward, 
Smith, Walker, and Webster—17. -4 ` 
NAYS—-Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Belt, Borland, Bright, 
Butler, Cass, Clay, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Dickin- 
son, Douglas, Downs, Foote, Hunter, King, Mangum, Ma- 
son, Morton, Pearce, Rusk, Sebastian, Soulé, Spruance, 
Sturgeon, Turney, Underwood, Whitcomb, and Yulee—29. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


The next subdivision was then read: 


“6. That they shall not report any measure proposing 
any alteration in the boundaries of the State of California.” 
The question being taken, it resulted as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Baldwin, Benton, Chase, Corwin, Davis 
of Massachusetts, Dayton, Dodge of Iowa, Dodge of Wis- 
consin, Felch, Gieene, Hale, Hamlin, Jones, Miller, Norris, 
Phelps, Seward, Smith, Walker, and Webster—20. 
NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Borland, Bright, 
ButleiCass, Clay, Clemens, Dickinson, Downs, Foote, 
Hunter, King; Mangum, Mason, Morton, Pearce, Rusk, Se- 


| bastian, Soulé, Spruance, Sturgeon, Turney, Underwood, | 
| Whitcomb, and Yalee—27, 


So the amendment was rejected, 

The next subdivision was then read: 

«7, That they shall not make the State of California a party 
to, or in any way connected with, or the question of her 
admission in any way connected with or dependent on, any 
provision in the nature of a compact which has not been 
required of either of the following named States: Ohio, In- 
diana, Htinois, Michigan, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, 
Arkansas, Missouri, Iowa, Wisconsin, and Florida.’? 

The question being taken, it resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messts. Baldwin, Benton, Chase, Davis of Mas- 
sachusetts, Dodge of towa, Dodge of Wisconsin, Feich, 
Greene, Hale, Seward, Smith, and Walker—12. 

NAYS—-Messrs. Atehison, Badger, Bell, Borland, Bright, 
Butier, Cass, Clay, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Dickin- 
son, Downs, Foote, Hunter, King, Mangnin, Mason, Mor- 
ton, Pearce, Rusk, Sebastian, Soulé, Spruance, Sturgeon, 
Turney, Underwood, Whitcomb, and Yulee—28, 


So the amendment was rejected. 
When Mr. Wuircoms’s name was called, he 


California with her present boundaries, but 1 shall 
vote against this question, because: 
Several Senators. “Order,” “order.” 
Mr. Wurrcoms took his seat. 
The next subdivision was then read: 


ER. ‘Phat they shall not make a party to, or in any manner 
bind to, include in, or connect with ‘any provision having 
the character or intent of a compact, any State, or people 
having the political organization of a State, not represented 
in this body.” 


Mr. WHITCOMB. I desire to say what I 
was about to say before, that I shall continue to 
vote, as I have hitherto voted, against all these in- 


mittee upon such a variety of points, is to antici- 
pate the action of the committee; sis equivalent to 
the Senate turning itself into a committee and 
leaving the subordinate committee nothing to do. 
As the Senate will have full control over the ac- | 
tion of that committee, and the same questions will 
come up when the result of its deliberations is re- 
ported back to the Senate, 1 am opposed to wast- | 
ing time by going over the same ground twice. 1 
shall vote against any instructions, therefore, for 
the purpose of expediting business, and as before 
remarked, without committing myself on the mer- 
its of the questions themselves. f 

The question was then taken, and resulted as | 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Chase, Corwin, Dayton, Dodge 
of Towa, Dodge of Wisconsin, Felch, Greene, Hale, Ham- | 
lin, Miller, Seward, and Walker—13. i 


NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Borland, Bright, | 
Butler, Cass, Clay, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Dickin- 


i 


i 
! 
structions, without reference to their merits, for | 
| the reason that for this body to instruct the com- | 


H 
| 


son, Downs, Fonte;-Hunter, King, Mangum, Mason, Mor- 
ton, Pearce, Rusk, Sebastian, Spruance, Sturgeon, Tumey, 
Underwood, Whitcomb, and Yulee—27. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


The next subdivision was then read: 
“ Provided, That nothing in this instrnetion shall be con- 


| strued to authorize the said committee to take into consid- 


eration anything that relates to either of the four following 
subjects: 

“1, The abolition of slavery within the States.” 

The question being taken, there were— 

YEAS—Messers. Benton, Chase, Davis of Massachusetts, 
Hale, Miller, Norris, Seward, Smith, Walker, and Web- 
ster—10. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Borland, Bright, 
Butler, Cass, Clay, Clemens, Dickinson, Downs, Foote, 
Hunter, King, Mangum, Mason, Morton, Pearce, Rusk, Se- 


| bastian, Spruance, Sturgeon, Turney, Underwood, Whit- 


comb, and Yulee—26. 
So the amendment was rejected. 


The next subdivision was then read: 


@ <2. The suppression of the shave trade between the 
States.” 


The question being taken, there were— 


YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Dodge of Iowa, Dodge of Wis- 
consin, Hale, Hamlin, Jones, Norris; Seward, Smith, and 
Walker—10. . 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bel}, Bortand, Bright, 
Butler, Cass, Chase, Clay, Dickinson, Downs, Foote, Hun- 
ter, King, Mangum, Mason, Morton, Pearce, Rusk, Sebas- 
tian, Spruance, Sturgeon, Turney, Underwood, Whitcomb, 
and Yulee—26. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


The next subdivision was then read: 


«3, Abolition of slavery within the forts, arsenals, dock- 
yards, and navy-yards of the United Staies.” 

The question being taken, it resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Dodge of Lowa, Dodge of Wis- 
consin, Jones, and Smith—5. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Borland, Bright, 
Butler, Cass, Chase, Clay, Clemens, Dickinson, Downs, 
Foote, Hale, Hunter, King, Mangum, Mason, Morton, 
Pearee, Rusk, Sebastian, Seward, Spruance, Sturgeon, 
Turncy, Underwood, Walker, and Whitcomb—29. 

So the amendment was rejected. 


The next subdivision was then read: 


«4, Abolition of slavery within the Distriet of Colum- 
bia.” ` 

The question being taken, it resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Dodge of Lowa, Dodge of Wis- 
consin, and Jones—4. : . 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Borland, Bright, 
Butler, Cass, Chase, Clay, Clemens, Dickinson, Downs, 
Foote, Hale, Hunter, King, Mangum, Mason, Miller, Mor- 
ton, Pearce, Rusk, Sebastian, Seward, Smith, Spruance, 
Sturgeon, Turney, Underwood, Walker, and Whitcomb—3I, 

So the amendment was rejected. 


The next subdivision was then read: 

“ And provided further, That said committee shall not 
take into consideration any question in relation to the sub- 
| jeet of domestic slavery in the United States, which shal? 
| not be specially referred to it by order of the Senate, by 
name,” 

The question being taken, it resulted as follows: 

YEAS-—Messrs. Benton. Dodge of Iowa, Dodge of Wis- 
consin, Feleh, and Jones—5. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Borland, Bright, 
Butler, Cass, Chase, Clay, Clemens, Davis, of Mississippi, 
| Dickinson, Downs, Foote, unter, King, Mangum, Mason, 
Morton, Pearce, Rusk, Sebastian, Seward, Smith, Spru- 
| ance, Sturgeon, Turney, Underwood, and Walker—29, 

So the amendment was rejected. ` 

The question then recurred on the amendment 
of the Senator from Maine, [Mr. Hamuy.] 

“Except so much as relates to the admission of Cali- 
fornia as a State.” 

Mr. SEWARD. Icall for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and, being 
; taken, resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Baldwin, Benton, Bradbury, Chase, 
Clarke, Dodge of Iowa, Dodge of Wisconsin, Felch, 
| Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Jones, Miller, Norris, Phelps, Sew- 
i ard, Smith, Spruance, Walker, and Webster—20. 
| _NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Borland, Bright, 
| Butler, Cass, Clay, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Dickin- 
| son, Downs, Foote, Hunter, King, Mangum, Mason, Mor- 
: ton, Pearce, Rusk, Sebastian, Soulé, Sturgeon, Turney, 


j 
i 
l 
| 


|) and Underwood—25. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


son, Downs, Foote, Hunter, King, Mangum, Mason, Mor- 
ton, Pearce, Rusk, Sebastian, Spruance, Sturgeon, Turney, 
Underwood, Whitcomb, and Yulee—27. 


So the amendment was rejected, 
The next subdivision was then read: 


“9 That they shall not connect the admission of the | 
State of California with any matter foreign to the admission i 
of that State in a direct manner, ona precisely equal footing ; 
with the original States, and uninenmbered with any other |! 
conditions, responsibilities, or considerations.” ji 


; i 
The question being taken, it resulted as follows: | 
YEAS —Messrs. Baldwin, Benton, Chase, Dodge of Ilowa, |i 
odge of Wisconsin, Pelch, Hale, Hamlin, Jones Norris, i 

Phelps, Seward, Walker, and Webster_-14. ‘ %1 
NAY3—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Borland, Bright, 


| 
f 
| 
! 
i 
i 


i 
{ 


I 


is of Mississippi, Dickin- | 


Butler, Cass, Clay, Clemens, Day. 


| Mr. YULEE. Mr. President, I wish to be 
‘allowed to say, as a reason for not voting upon 
' that amendment, that I had agreed to pair off for 


jia short ume with a gentleman who is not now 


present. 
Mr. WALKER. I move to amend the resolu- 
tion by the insertion of the words: 


* Except such parts thereofas relate to the recapture and 
return of fugitives from service or labor.” g 


On that question I ask the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were accordingly ordered. 


Mr. WALKER. I desire to say that there are 
certain motives which might well operate in with- 
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holding that subject from a committee. It will be 
remembered that there has been a bill introduced 
here for the recapture of slaves, and that it has 
been deliberately considered by the committee, and 
reported to the Senate with a recommendation that 
it pass, and there are important amendments now 
pending to that bill. Itis one that has been con- 
sidered, and has made a good degree of progress, 
and it is a question whether it is not the best pol- 
icy to consider that subject by itself. Further, it 
has been std by the honorable Senator from Ken- 
tucky that he, for one, had no such object as to 
connect this bill with other subjects in the proposed 
reference. : 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Will the Senator 
from Wisconsin indicate where he will have his 
amendment come in? 

Mr. WALKER. I wish it to be added to the | 
original motion, and to come in after the word | 
“Clay,” so that it will read, ‘ that they be re-- 
ferred together with the resolutions submitted by | 
Mr. Clay, except such parts thereof as relate to 
the recanture and return of fugitives from service 
or labor.”? i 


son, Dodge of Iowa, Downs, Foote, Hunter, Jones, King, 
Mangum, Mason, Morton, Pearce, Rusk, Sebastian, Spru- 
ance, Sturgeon, Turney, and Underwood—27, 


So the amendment was rejected. 


The question then recurred on the adoption of | 


the original resolution of Mr. Foors, as amended, 
so as to embrace the resolutions of Mr. Berr and 
Mr. Cray, together with the amendment of Mr 
Cray refusing to give instructions. 


Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I would respect- | 


fully suggest to the Senate that, as these various 
subjects are to be referred to the committee, all 
the petitions and remonstrances received by the 
Senate at this session, and now lying on the table, 
relative to subjects contained in the resolutions 


proposed to be referred, should also be referred | 


to the committee. I therefore offer the follow- 
ing amendment, and upon it ask for the yeas and 
nays: 


“Phat all petitions and remonstrances received ihis ses- | 


ston on the subjects mentioned in the resolutions of the 
Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Cray) and the senator from 
Tennessee, (Mr. BEL) referred toa select committee of 


thirteen, be taken from the table and referred to the same | 


compiittes.?? 


Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, there is a bill, itis The yeas and nays were ordered. 
true, before the Senate; that bill will make progress Mr. CLAY. I hope the petitions will be re- 
if taken up before the committee report. Ido not j\ferred. I hope the motion will prevail. I do not 


think it necessary, however, to give instructions 

to the committee on this or any other subject. For | 
instance, that bill has been before us; there*are 
several amendments proposed to it; it is possible 
that the committee may take up this subject and 
consider an amendment, and they may report that, 
or they may introduce a better one. If so, they 
will instruct their chairman to report their amend- 
ment to be offered to the bill whenever it is taken 
up. T hope the Senator will see the propriety of 
leaving the subject to the committce, open and un- 
trammelled. As to any association of it with the 
California or territorial bill, I venture to say it | 
never entered the mind of any one. 

Mr. SEWARD. I wish to vote intelligently on 
this question. [have submitted, by way of amend- | 
ment to the fugitive-slave bill, a proposition to 
grant the right of trial by jury, and the writ of 
habeas corpus. I shall be willing that the whole 
subject shall go to any committee, provided that 
the amendments I have offered may go with them. 
As I understand the motion of the Senator from | 
Wisconsin, it is to except from the motion sub- 
mitted by the Senator from Mississippi, whatever 
relates to fugitives from service or labor. 1 there- 
fore ask the reading of the matter again, with a 
view that I may move to amend the amendment, 
by attaching my proposition to it. 

Mr. CLAY. ‘There is no such proposition to 
refer. The subject is referred. The bills will be 
here, and, if tne committee shall be constituted, 
they will take the whole of these sulsjects into con- 
sideration and present their report, and embrace 
all the subjects, or a general exhibition of a plan ! 
of healing the wounds of the country, by setting | 
forth what in their opinion ought to be done; re- 
porting bills where they are necessary, and amend- 
ments where they are necessary, and making 
neither bills nor amendments where neither are 
necessary. ‘That is the sort of report which I 
trust the committee will hake. The amendment 
of the Senator from New York will still remain 
here and can be considered. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Mr. President, I 
risc merely to state to the Senate that I shall vote 
against the proposition to except this subject from 
the other propositions which are to be submit- 
ted to a committee. l shall vote against the 
proposition to except this subject from the con- 
sideration of the committee, because it is one 
of the elements of agitation throughout the coun- 
try; and, therefore, one of the subj2cts to be con- 
sidered by a committee raised for the purpose 
of a general compromise. Unless that is the ob- | 
ject of the committee, unless that is the end hoped 
for, it would be idle to raise the committee at all. 
T hope a committee will be raised to consider all 
these various kindred subjects, and return to the 
Senate whatever in their wisdom and patriotism 
they may be able to suggest. 

The question being taken on Mr. Waxxer’s | 
amendment, it resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Baldwin, Benton, Chase, Clarke, Davis 
of Massachusetts, Dayton, Dodge of Wisconsin, Felch, : 
Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Miller, Norris, Phelps, Seward, 
Shields, and Walker—t7. , 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Borland, Bright, 
Butler, Cass, Clay, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Dickin- | 


d 
| 
| 
i 


|i the excitement on this question? Nor do I wish 


promise to read all the petitions if they are re- 
ferred. 
bound to read them all, but perhaps one or two of 
a class. 

Mr. KING. I shall not vote for the reference 
proposed by the Senator from New Hampshire. 
I have been opposed to the reception of these 
petitions, as being improper to be countenanced 
by the Senate of the United States. Sir, we have 
frequently voted against their reception. But this 
session we tried it again; and, to our utter aston- 


ishment, found that a contrary opinion prevailed, į 
and that petitions asking for what, if granted, | 
would produce a state of things in this country | 
that would shake the Government to its founda- ; 
tion, have been received, but received with the | 
declaration that they should lie on the table. Now | 


it is proposed to send them to a select committee. 
l am for its taking into consideration every legiti- 
mate and proper subject that appertains to the 
settlement of the great and exciling questions 
before the country; but I am notin favor of taking 
up petitions praying for a dissolution of the Union, 
and petitions very similar to the one rejected the 


| other day, asking that slaves may be armed against 


their owners. I am notin favor of taking up pe- 
titions praying that the slave trade between the 
States be prohibited, when the Supreme Court 
of the United States has declared any interference 
with it to beunconstitutional. We ourselves this 
day have rejected a proposition made by the Sen- 
ator from Missouri on that very subject. 

Now, sir, what is the object of sending these 
petitions to the committee? What is to be effected 
by it? Is it to force us, who believe that all such 
incendiary publications are calculated to produce 
mischief in the country, to vote on the question, 
in order to gratify these miserable fanatics—for I 


will call them by that name—who send here time |! 


and again petitions of this character, to keep up 


to vote for the gratification of those who hold sim- 
ilar sentiments on this floor. 

Mr. President, I am sorry that my friend from 
Kentucky, without reflection, as Í conceive, inti- 
fated a wish that such memorials should be re- 
ferred to any committee. Sir, as a southern 
man I protest against it. I protest against it as 
doing injustice, as calculated to alarm a people al- 
ready alarmed for their constitutional rights, be- 
lieving them to have been invaded, and believing 


that they will be invaded further and further, un- 
less some mode be devised by which aggression | 


may he resisted. The very object we have in 
view in raising this committee is to resist aggres- 
sion. I trust that my friend from Kentucky will 
reconsider the view of the matter which he has 
taken. I trust that the Senate of the United States 
will not put us in a position that we consider to be 
most insulting to us as Senators, and degrading to 
our feelings as southern men. 

Mr. HALE. I wish to say that I think the 
Senator from Alabama is mistaken. In the first 


place, the Senate voted not to receive the peti- | 


tions to dissolve the Union; so that that part of his 
argument falls. In the second place, the resolu- 


tion to arm the slaves was taken up and disposed ! 


I suppose the committee will not feel: 


| 
{ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


i| of; itis not. lying on the table. -Thereisg the other 
| halfof the argument gone. And what is there 
j left? Now, let us suppose here are sixty -ofthe 
wisest men in the nation; no, -I will not include 
myself, I will be more humble; but there are fif- 
ty-nine such Senators. Any one of this: ‘sanhe- 
drim may get upand pour out the light of his wise 
and appropriate resolutions, and the Senate, after 
full consideration of the matter, have concluded 
they will refer these resolutions to. a committee.” 
Well, sir, our sovereigns, the people, have sent 
here some of their thoughts, in the form of peti- 
tions, and I propose simply and solely to take up 
the petitions which relate to the subjects that are 
| to be referred to the committee, and nothing more} 
to take them off the table and refer. them. And 
|| this is insultingto us! That is, it is respectful to 
refer our own cogitations, but insulting to send to 
the committee the thoughts of the people, the au- 
thors of all political power! ; 

Now, it seems to me, if the Senator from Ala- 
bama, will exercise a little of that sober reflection 
and calm consideration which he commended to 
the Senator from Kentucky, he will think that he 
spoke a little unadvisedly when he came out. go. 
eloquently and so vehemently upon the simple 
proposition tọ send these subjects, which are. per- 
fectly germane, to the committee. What are the 
subjects which it is proposed to refer? Why, sir, 
the subject of theabolition of slavery in the District 
of Columbia is one, and it is not brought here by. 
abolitionists or fanatics, or anybody else of that 
sort. Sir, it is introduced here by the honorable 
Senator from Kentucky, a representative from a 
slave State, and the honorable Senator from Mis- 
sissippi, who has been so jealous of the constitue 
tional rights of the siaveholding States. Yes, sir, 
the great champion of constitutional right on this 
floor has moved the Senate to refer the subject of 
| the abolition of slavery in the District of Colam- 
bia to a committee of thirteen. The sixth resolu- 
tion of the Senator from Kentucky is, that it is 
expedient to prohibit the slave trade in the District 
of Columbia, but that it is inexpedient to abolish: 
i slavery within the District. Now, sir, by the in- 
| troduction of the subject by a Senator from a slave 
i| State, and upon the motion of another Senator 
|; from a slave State, these very subjects are to be 
| referred to this committee. Well, sir, the people 
l send petitions here. Now, shall not the petitions 
| of the people be heard? Isa resolution from a 
| Senator of more dignity than the voice of the pen- 
|| ple themselves, coming here by legitimate petition? 
f It seems to me the idea is monstrous, and that it is- 
i! insulting, not to the Senate, but the people, to tell: 
them that we will raise grand committees, and will 
consider everything under heaven, but that: what 
the people ask shall not be heard, and that it is 
insulting to have them: come here. I certainly 
did not suppose I was doing anything but adding 
| what was omitted by some mistake in this matter. 
While the matter was to be referred, I thought I 
was supplying an oversight in moving to refer 
these very subjects to this committee. i 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Mr. President, 
having voted against the reception of all these pe- 
| titions, emanating, as I think they do, from the 
most corrupt of motives—such motives being in 
fact stamped upon the face of very many of them— 
I certainly cannot now vote to take them up. 
Having been laid on the table of the Senate by 
the action of the Senate, 1 submit to the Chair 
whether it is in the power of a member to move 
to refer them, after they have been so disposed of 
by the Senate? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 


i 


i 
H 


i 
| 


it 


| 
| 


now in order. E 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. The petitions 
having been laid on the table by the Senate, I hold 
he motion now made, to proceed to take them 
from the table, to be out of order. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I would ask whether the res- 
olutions submitted by the Senator from Kentucky 
are properly under consideration, under the prop- 
osition submitted by the Senator from Mississippi? 
| [ make that point of order, that they are not now 
| before the Senate. They are laid on the table, as 
were the petitions introduced by the Senator from 
New Hampshire. A 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is of 
the opinion it is too late to raise that point of order 


now. 


iE 
jt 
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VIS; of Mississippi. The objection 
igé Weét made at thé time the amendment 
proposed. 7 . EEE C ; 
DOUGLAS. <Lwish to call the attention of 
thé Chair to thé fact that no vote has yet been 
taken’ upon the motion tò refer the resolutions. seb- 
Hitted by the Senator from Kentacky. Nor has 
any vote: been taken upon. referring. those intro- 

üesd by the Senator from Tennessee.. And when 
Fpioposed to discuss these’ resolutions yesterday, | 
she € kair decided that, as we were on amendments, 
ould not discuss the original resolutions. And 
ould not discuss these, the votes that were 
fiken were not upon the original resphations, but 
pon amendments which were offered. Now, for 
the first tiine, aécording to-the decision of the Chair, 
we have got vat the original resolutions; for the first 
timé, according to the decision of the Chair, they 
are öpen för discussion. And certainly, if they 
were not open for discussion, they were not open 
fer beihg voted upon. I ask the Chair to consider 
whether this is not precisely the case, as Į, have 
stated it. 

Mr. CLEMENS, 1 disagree with my colleague, | 
atid my friend from Mississippi, as to the import- 
ance of these abolition petitions. | think they are 
great humbugs at the best. I agree with the hon- 
rable Senator from Kentucky that it will be proper 
to send them to this committee. 1 want them to 
o there; and, while up, I will give notice of a 
petition which I have received from New York, 
and which I shall present to-morrow, and ask 
that it shall go along with these petitions to the 
committee. I will read it. 

“79 the Honorable the Senate of the United States respect- 

ý x fully showeth: 

« That your petitioner, with all respect to your honorable 
body, would urge the absolute necessity of establishing a 
‘United States lunatic asylum forthe immediate treatment 
of sowe of the worthy Senators and Representatives now in 

Washington. Your ‘petitioner has viewed with extreme 
pain the mad suicidal course pursned by some of the aboli- 
tion members, and would respectfully entreat that they may 
at onee be placed in confinemeut, so that they may not in- 
Jure themselves, their friends, or their country.” 

It then goes on to name one particular Senator, 
and to suggest that “ he may at once be seized, and 
he placed in the most secure place in Washington, 
aad that his head be shaved and blistered, and that 
he be at once bled and placed on a water diet.”’ 
-Faughter.] 

Mr. CLAY. Asto the point of order, the prop- 
osition is to refer these resolutions to a committee 
of thirteen, and we have been acting upon the sub- 
ject. It is like putting in a plea in abatement, after 


$ 


| 
| 
i 
! 
| 


by using sath language as this: 

* Your petitions were treated with the utmost indignity. 
They were laid on the table, unread, whconsidered ; aud 
when I proposed to:refer them to the committee to which ail 
the subjéct-matters of the petitions were referred, and with 
which, therefore, they had a necessary connection, even 
that was opposed.» 

Tam no great hand at making.astump speech, 
-but I think I could take up that-theme im such a 
way as to exasperate: and excite the populace. I 
hope thege: petitions wil! be taken up and referred 
to the commutes. -] do not think there is. any 
| fear that they will recommend. any mischievous 
plan: Whereas I do fear that the non-reference 
of these petitions would tarnish the prospect. of a 
general amity; with satisfaction to the whole 
country. f am, therefore, in favor of the refer- 
ence of these petitions to: the committee. 

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, I would prefer 
| always to defer to the experience and judgment of 
the honorable Senator from Kentucky, but on this 
occasion l am constrained to say that { differ with 
him altogether. Sir, why have not these petitions 
been already referred to other committees—to the 
standing committees of this body? Why have 
not those praying for the abolition of slavery in 
this District been referred to the Committee for 
the District? Why have not those praying the 
abolition of slavery in the forts and arsenals been 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs? It 
has been because the Senate will not consider 
petitions of that description; because they will not 
consider the subjecta embraced in those petitions. 
They have been received and laid upon the table 
by the assent of the Senate. Now it is proposed 
to give them the dignity of a reference to a special 
committee. 

Sw, it would be utterly idle, utterly in vain, if } 
know anything of the matter, and of those who 
send petitions of this sort here, to suppose that 
| you can appease them by concessions of this kind. 
I know a little of the humanity, I will not say of 
the perverse humanity, of the Senator who makes 
this motion, And if the Senator from Kentucky 
| supposes that hé can induce him to refrain from 
exciting and disturbing his constituents upon this 
j question, dispose of these petitions as you may, 
he is mistaken. As has been said before on this 
floor, you might as well expect him to put from 


a 


feeds. 
and have this reference. 
dignified in the way proposed. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I desire to make a suggestion 


putting ina plea on the merits of the case. We 
can do itif first made; but, according to strict par- 
Hamentary usage, the first motion should have 


been to take up the resolutions of my friend | 


from Tennessee and my own, and then to move to 
refer them. But, inasmuch as the motion was | 
made to refer, and we have discussed the matter 
and proposed amendments to the resolutions before 
us, {think my friend from Illinois will coneur 
with me that, in this proceeding, it is rather too 
late to raise a question of order, 

T wish, however, while I am up, to make a sug- 
gestion. This proposition is totally different from 
those we have been voting upon to-day. Those 
we have been voting on to-day were those of re- 
striction. The proposition now is one of enlarge- 


ment of the powers of the committee without re- | 


striction. And what is it? Itis to refer all those | 
questions to the committe, and to consider such 
circumstances as a proper respect will lead them 
to bestow upon them. I know that my friend 
from Alabama and myself differ about the propri- 
ety of the reference of these petitions, and I regret 
it. J have always been disinclined to give a 
chance to any portion of the country to reproach | 
Congress for the non-reception of petitions, and it 
is precisely upon that same principle that I now 
hope the opposition to the reference of these peti- 
tions may be withdrawn. 

Sir, I congratulate you, T congratulate the na- 
tion, | congratulate mankind, upon the prospect 
that now opens fora final and amicable settlement 
of this question. I believe such a settlement will 
be made after the occurrences in this body this 
week, and after what we know of the 
disposition of the majority in the other House. | 


Now, sir, when these questions are settled, E want |. 
power to go home and | 


no man tovhave it in his 
make just such speeches as the Senator before me 


patriotic i| 


to the Chair. I rose to a point of order. J will 
state that I agree fully with the Senator from Ken- 
tucky that the motion to refer his resolutions would 
be equivalent to a motion to take them up from the 
table. On that point we agree. Then the motion 
of the gentleman from Mississippi to refer those 
| resolutions was a motion to take them up. But 
the vote on the question of reference has not yet 
been taken. If the Chair will give attention to 
that point, | will state it distinctly. J agree with 
the Senator from Kentucky that the motion to 
refer his resolutions was equivalent to a motion to 
| take them up from the table; but as there has bee: 
‘no vote on the. motion to refer, it is in precisely 
| the same position as if the motion to take up from 


| the table had been made and had not been voted 


i 
{ 


| upon. His argument shows that these resolutions 
have not been taken up and are not before us, and 


out of order, and could not make a speech on his 
resolutions. { therefore submit to the Chair, that 
| as these resolutions have not been taken up, they 
are not before the Senate. And that is precisely 
the position. of the petitions alluded to by the Sen- 
ator from New Hampshire. I certainly have no 
; desire that these petitions should be referred to 
i the committee. 
| ence; but really I do wish to see a uniform de- 
i cision, as 1 know the Chair does, and the Senate 
| does, upon points of order growing out of this 
; question, 


| The VICE PRESIDENT. The 


i 3 Chair will de- 
cide the point of order raised by the Senator from 
| Ilinois by reference to the rule. 

‘The Chair begs leave to remind the Senate that 
the proposition to.refer is a collateral proposition, 
and if it was competent to move the previous ques- 
tion, that proposition would be cut off by that 
previous question. "Fherefore everybody must 


H 


(Mr. Haus] has made in the Senate. I want no. 


see that in this case it is a motion on a resolution, 


man to go home and endeavor to excite the pecple | 


himself the aliment upon which, politically, he 
I trust the petiuons will not be taken up 
I trust they will not be 


it was upon that ground yesterday that I was ruleda 


l am not in favor of this refer- | 


andit is in a parliamentary view, baving two sets 
: of resolutions or bills under consideration at the 
: same time, which is not according to rule.. When 
, any subject is under consideration, a motion may 
; be made to refer it to a committee; but that com- 
: mitment does not extend to anything which is not 
: under consideration. 

The Chair will read the rule: 

<¢ When a question is under debate no. motion shall be re- 

ceived but to adjourn, to lie on the table, to postpone indefi- 
nite'y, to postpone toa day certain, to commit,orto amends 
anil these several motions shall have priority adthey are here 
: named.” 
Therefore, the Chair is of the opinion that if the 
i: point had been. made at the time when the motion 
i was made to refer these several distinct sets of 
resolutions, that they were not under consideration 
and could not both be at the same time, it would 
have been well grounded, and the Senate would 
have been compelled to refer each set by itself, as 
it does each bill by itself. 

The motion now made is to refer the petitions 
now lying on the table. They are, of course, not 
under consideration; and if they were under con- 
sideration, the question might arise on each peti- 
tion, and the Senate could not ast on Several peti- 
tions at the same time, any more than they could 
act upon several bills at the same time, 

The Chair, therefore, is of opinion that the col- 
lateral motion to refer these petitions is out of 
order. 

As to the point made with reference to the reso- 
lution of the Senator from Mississippi, the Chair 
would give the same opinion, but that that motion, 
by universat consent, has been made, debated, and 
amended; and it is, therefore, too kate to raise the 
point of order. 3 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I would ask the Chair whether 
this subject has not been debated by the Senator. 
from Kentucky and the Senator from New Hamp- 
i shire, by universal consent? i 
i The VICE PRESIDENT. There has been no 
| appeal from the decision of the Chair as to the 
point. The question is upon the adoption of the 
i original resolution as amended, and upon that 
| question the yeas and nays have been ordered, 
| "The question being taken, it resulted as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs, Atchison, Badger, Beit, Borland, Bright, 

i Butler, Cass, Clay, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Dickin- 
son, Dodge of Iowa, Downs, Foote, Hunter, Jones, King, 
Mangun, Mason, Morton, Pearce, Rusk, Sebastián, Soulé, 
Sloe Sturgeon, Turney, Underwood, Whitcomb, and 

NAYS—Messrs. Baldwin, Benton, Bradbury, Chase, 
Clirke, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, Dodge, 
of Wisconsin, Qouglas, Felch, Greene, Hate, A mlin, Mi=” 
| ler, Norris, Phelps, Seward, Shields, Sinith, Walker, and 

Webster—22. h 

So the motion to refer was agreed to. 

Mr. FOOTE. I move that the balloting now 
; take place. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Senators will please 
to prepare their votes for the committee of thirteen. 

Mr. MANGUM. Willnot the chairman of the 
| committee be first elected ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There is no order 
of the Senate to that effect, 

Mr. MANGUM. 1 move that the chairman be 
first elected by separate ballot. 

The question being put *the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Iam not at all 
prepared for the balloting for this committee. I 
think it requires some reflection at least before the 
| Senate takes any further action og the subject. I 
| will move, therefore, that the balloting be post- 
i poned until to-morrow at one o’clock, and that the 
! Senate adjourn, 

The question being put on the motion to post- 
| pone balloting for the committee until one o’clock 
: to-morrow, it was, upon a division, agreed to: 
; Ayes 30, noes not counted. 

| Mr. HALE. Is there any business now before 
the Senate? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There is not. 

Mr. HALE. l havea motion which I wish to 
; submit. ` 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion of the 
Senator from New Hampshire will be read. 
Mr. CLAY. I move that the Senate adjourn. 
Mr. HALE. Will the Senator not allow my 
motion ʻo be read ? 
Mr. CLAY. Oh! Ihave no objection. 
| The motion was read; but, unfortunately, the 
i: reporter failed to supply a copy of it. 
Mr. MASON. I renew the motion that the 
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i} Senate adjourn. 


1850. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE: > 


Mr. DOUGLAS. Will the Senator from Vir- | 
ginia oblige me by withholding his motion to 
adjourn for a moment? 

Mr. MASON. Yes, sir, certainly. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I desire simply to ask, in 
order to soften all asperity of feeling and produce 
harmony, that the suggestion made by the honor- 
able Senator from Kentucky yesterday be now 
carried out, to wit, that the Senate take up the 
California bill, and make it the special order of 
the day for half past one o’clock to-morrow. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is moved that | 
the Senate proceed to the consideration of the Cali- | 
fornia bill. 

Messrs. MANGUM and MASON simulta- | 
neously moved an adjournment. H 

_Upon which motion Mr. HALE called for a ` 
division, and the motion to adjourn was carried: 
Ayes 33, noes not counted, 

Whereupon the Senate adjourned. 


| 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | 
Frmay, April 19, 1850. 

The House was called to order at twelve o'clock, 
by Mr. Winrnrop, of Massachusetts, Speaker 
pro tem. 

Prayer was made by the Rev. Mr. Butler. 

TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved 

THE CHARGES AGAINST MR. HORNER. 

The following members compose the select com 
mittee ordered yesterday to be appointed to in- | 
vestigate certain charges made by Mr. Brown of | 
Mississippi, against R. E. Horner, acting Door- i: 
keeper of the House of Representatives: | 

Messrs. Orps of Ohio, Vax Dynex of New Jer- || 
sey, Puetrs of Missouri, CaLoweLL of North | 
Carolina, and Lerrvuer of Jowa. i 

NICOLL AND CLINCH. ! 

Mr. THOMAS moved that all debate in Com- ; 

mittee of the Whole, on the bill for the relief of |: 


Solomon T. Nicoll and James Clinch, of the city | 
of New York, be terminated in ten minutes after ‘| 
itshallagain have been taken up in committee, 
unless the same should have been sooner disposed 
of, and that the committee shall then proceed to ; 
vote upon such amendments as were pending or |: 
might be offered. 

Mr. T., on the suggestion of several gentlemen, 
modified his motion so as to extend the time from 
ten te twenty minutes, 

Mr. BOWLIN suggested that no debate would 
be in order to-day on any private bill, because it | 
was what was called “objection day.” i 

Several members explained to Mr. B. that he | 
was under a misapprehension, this not being ob- ; 
jection day. | 

The reading of the motion or@resolution was | 
called for. 

The Cerk proceeded to reduce the resolution | 
to writing. 

CONTESTED ELECTION IN TOWA. 


The SPEAKER said, that while the Clerk was | 
preparing the resolution, the Speaker would pre 
sent certain depositions in relation to the cor 
tested election in Iowa. e . 

The depositions were referred to the Committee 
on Elections. 


NICOLL AND CLINCH. ° 

The resolution of Mr. Tuomas was then read, | 
and, the question having been taken thereon, it ij 
was adopted. ii 

THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 

Mr. THOMAS moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole, for the pur- |: 
pose of resuming the consideration of the Private 
Calendar. 


CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. ALLEN, rose, he said, to a privileged 
question. He sent to the Clerk’s table the follow- | 
ing resolution, which was read for information: || 

Resolved, That ail debate in the Committee of the Whole j} 
House on the state of the Unien, on the President’s message |! 
respecting California, shall cease at one o’clock on Friday i 
next, (if the committee shall not sooner come to a concla- ij 
sion upon the same ;) and the committee shall then proceed | 
to vote on such matters or propositions as may be pending i 
or offered on the subject-matter of said message, and shall |; 
then report the said message to the House, with the action | 
of the committee thereon. 

The resolation having been read— i 

The SPEAKER said that, in the opinion of i 
the Chair, the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. |} 


ʻi the pleasure of being present upon former occasions 
; when the question had been under discussion. He | 


loudly upon Congress for its favorable action. 


‘had been awarded to them by the Committee on || 
i Claims, who had made the report. 


| men who opposed the bill. And in the first place, it | 


| mitted in the documents accompanying the report of 


Troms} having first obtained the floor, and 
moved that the House resolve itself into Commit- 
tee of the Whole, the resolution proposed by the |! 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. ALLEN] was 
not of such a character as to supersede that motion 
If the gentleman from Massachusetts had obtained | 
the floor and offered his resolution before the gen- | 
tleman from Tennessee had made his motion, the |! 
resolution would have been first in order. 

So the resolution was not received. : 

Mr. JONES inquired of the Speaker, whether 
the resolution was in order at all to-day, this being | 
private bill day ? Y 

The SPEAKER said, that resolutions of this ` 
character had frequently been effered on private | 
bill days. 

THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 
The question recurring on the motion of Mr.: 


Tuomas, that the House resolve itself into Com- © _. $ ] 
:, minutes allotted under the resolution of the Howse 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, asked that | for debate, had expired. 


mittee of the Whole on the Private Calendar— 


gentleman to waive his motion, to enable him (Mr. ij 
T.) to make a report from the Committee on the 
Judiciary. $ 

Mr. THOMAS said, that if he yielded the floor H 
to one gentleman he must do so to another—and 
he, therefore, declined to yield. 

The SPEAKER was understood to intimate to | 
the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Txomas,] | 
that if he yiclded the floor, any other motion 
would then be in order. i 

Mr. VINTON suggested that it was some time | 
since the committees had been called for reports, : 
and that it would be desirable that one hour should | 
be devoted to that object. Íi 

‘The SPEAKER then stated the question to be || 


on the motion of the gentleman from ‘Tennessee, |: 
[Mr. Trosas;] and the question was taken and 
decided in the affirmative—ayes 74, noes 49. 

So the House resolved itself into Committee of | 
the Whole, (Mr. Kaurnran, of Texas, in the chair,) | 


endar. | 
NICOLL AND CLINCH. | 
The bill first in order, was the bill under debate | 
when the House was last in Committee of the 
Whole, for the relief of Solomon T. Nicoll and 
James Clinch, of the city of New York. 
And the pending question was on the motion, | 
heretofore made by Mr. Tuomas, that the bill be | 


| reported to the House with a recommendation that `; 


it do not pass. : : : | 
{The facts connected with this claim, and the | 


general points of the discussion to which they ii 
gave rise, have been heretofore reported in the |; 
* Daily Globe.’’] n 
; adding to the sum therein appropriated the amount 
i of the interest from the first day of July, 1846. 


Mr. STRONG took the floor, and spoke during 
the brief period to which, by the resolution of the 
House, the debate had been limited, in favor of | 
the passage of the bill. He had not, he said, had 


had, however, paid some attention to the bill, and | 
in his opinion, it presented a case which called 


After a careful examination cf the bill, he was not i 
able to come to any other conclusion, than that | 
these claimants were entitled to the sum which || 


There were |; 
some facts in the case in relation to which there | 
was no dispute. It was not denied that the tea | 
was furnished by Nicoli & Co.—that the Govern- 


i ment had received and used it—and that Nicoll & ; 
: Co. had not been paid for their property thus fur- 


nished to the Government, and consumed by it. : 
But if he rightly understood the objections which : 
had been made to the payment of tne claim, they 

were, that although the tea was furnished by Nicoll : 
& Co., yet it had been furnished on account of 


: Mason, who was indebted to the Government under | 
| another contract, (for sugar,) and that the Govern- : 

ment, therefore, had a valid defence against the ` 
| claim. Upon theSe points, he took issue with gentle- | 


was his intention to contend that the evidence sub- | 


the committee, showed nothing less than that the 


; tea was furnished under the contract made; and in i 
| i 
i the next place, he should proceed to show that i 


even if it were not so, the Government had no |) 
valid defence even as against Mason. To sus- || 
i 


tain these two positions, Mr. S. proceeded to refer |} 


ir 


> bül. 
‘that the mail had brought him a letter from t 


to the report of the committee, and to read various 
extracts from the evidence’in the case. ` The Gov- 
ernment, he argued, had received and used the 
property. The parties ought to be paid. To an’ 

event, Nicoll & Co. would sustain a véry consid 
erable loss—the transaction having taken place itt 
1846, nearly four years ago. Under the Fule 
which had been established by the Government; 


: na interest was to be paid-——— 


{Several Vorces. That’s nothing—let them go 
to the departments and get the interest there] ~ 

Mr. STRONG, (continuing,)—upon the sum of 
$1,310 appropriated by the bill. Nearly one-third 
of the amount of the claim would therefore be lost. 
Let the claim be paid, and let the Government 


' come upon the securities of Mason for the recov- 
: ery of any loss which it might have sustained 
i: under the other contract for sugar. 


The CHAIRMAN announced that the twenty 


The question was on the motion that the bill be 
reported to the House, with a recommendation 
that it do not pass. 

Mr. CLEVELAND inquired of the Chair 
whether he could now move an amendment, and 
avail himself, under it, of the rule allowing expla- 
nations of five minutes after the seira debate 
should have been closed? : 

The CHAIRMAN answered in the affirmative. 

Mr. CLEVELAND then offered a pro forma 
amendment, changing the sum appropriated by the 
And, in explanation, he proceeded to say, 

ië 


former Chief of the Bureau of Provisions ané 
Clothing, Gideon Welles, who had made this con- 


‘ tract with Mason, in which letter Mr. Welles gave 


a history of the transaction. He (Mr. C.) thought 
that the House should be in possession of the 
summary of facts there given, before voting upon 


: the bill; and he trusted, therefore, that the letter 


i and resumed the consideration of the private cal- ii might be read. : 


[The letter was sent to the Clerk’s table and 
read. A copy was not furnished for publication.] 

The letter having been read— 

Mr. CLEVELAND proceeded to remark, that. 
he believed the House was now in possession of 
all the facts of the case. There was no chance 
for any man to misunderstand it. The contract 
was made with Mason. Nó other man than Mr, 
Welles had the right to make, or to attempt to 
make it. When he had made the contract, he 
made the requisition under the contract. When the 
tea was supplied-—— i 

The hammer fell. ; 

Mr, CLEVELAND withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. CROWELL moved to amend the bill by 


In explanation, Mr. C. proceeded to remark, that 
his object in moving this amendment was, that 


‘he might have an opportunity of comparing the 


statement which had been just read by the Clerk 
from the loving epistle recelved by the honorable 
member from old Connecticut, [Mr. CLeveLany,} 
with the official statement which the same gentle- 
man (Mr. Welles) had made, when at the head of 


' the bureau of Provisions and Clothing, and which 


was published with the report of the committee. 
In that epistle Mr. Welles had stated that the 
account was made out in the manner we found it, 
in consequence of the defalcation of Mason in his 


sugar contract. Well, now, it would be seen that 
' that account was made out in the name of Mason, 


on the 16th of June, 1846; and that Mr. Welles, 
in his official letter to the chairman of the Com- 


` mittee on Claims, stated that the defalcation of 


Mason was reported to the department on’ the 9th 
of October. He (Mr. C.) would only ask, in this 
connection, how the account could have been made 
out in the manner set forth in the statement, in_ 
consequence of the defalcation, when it was made 
aut five months before the defalcation, as Mr. 


. Welles said, was known to the bureau? 


Mr. CLEVELAND, (interposing.) Mr. Welles’s 
letter says that the bills, when presented, were 
presented in the name of Mason. He does not 
say whenitwasdone. — i 

Mr. CROWELL, (continuing.) In consequence 
of the defalcation of Mason, that the Government 
might come in with its offset. That is the state- 
ment in the letter, and it is cut up by the roots by 
the official representation made by Mr. Welles 
when at the head of the bureau. 
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“One word on the general merits: of the bill. 

There are a few facts here which cannot be con- 
troverted.  One-is, that the Government received 

the tea. Another is, that it received it from Nicoll 

& Co. And another is, that the naval storekeeper, | 
in acknowledging its receipt on the 9th of June, 

1846, states that he received the bill from Nicoll 

&.Co., and he promised that he would, so soon as 

the'tea-should have arrived and passed inspection, 

forward tothem a bill,as requested, for payment of 
the article. ‘This letter of the naval storekeeper 

supplies the hiatus in the testimony which caused 

the minds of some gentlemen to labor as to the 
justice of the claim. That difficulty will be re- 
moved, I trust, by inviting the attention of gentle- 
men to this letter. The naval’ storekeeper ac- 
knowledges the receipt of the bill from Nicoll & 
Co., and says: that he will, forward the bills for 
payment so soon as the article had arrived and 
passed inspection—— 

The hammer fell. 

Mr. CROWELL withdrew kis amendment. 

Mr.SACKETT moved a pro forma amendment, 
with the view (he said) of offering some remarks. 

Mr. RUMSHY raised the point of order, that 
it was not in order for a gentleman to offer an 
amendment with the avowed purpose of discussing 
the merits of the bill—as the rule allowed. five | 
minutes for explanation of the amendments. 

The CHAIRMAN said the point of order was 
in accordance with the spirit of the rule, but the | 
practice of the committee being otherwise, he did | 
not feel at. liberty to arrest the gentleman’s re- 
marks. 

Mr. SACKETT proceeded during the allotted 
five minutes, by reference to the terms of the pe- 
tition, to show that the memorialists, according to 
their, own acknowledgment, furnishted the tea 
in fulfillment of the contract with Mason, and 
to argue thence that they were justly subject to | 
all the consequences of the default of the con- 
tractor relative to the delivery of the sugar—— 

His remarks were arrested by the fall of the 
Chairman’s hammer. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, moved that the bill 
be reported to the House, with the recommenda- 
tion that it do not pass. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that that question 
was already pending, (on the motion of Mr. 

HOMAS.) f 

Mr. DUNHAM moved a pro forma amendment, 
with the view (he said) to take some notice of the 
position taken by the gentleman from Connecticut, | 

Mr Cievevann,} and set forth in the letter of | 

elles. 

The CHAIRMAN now decided that discussion 
was not in order, unless it was confined to the | 


amendments offered. 
Mr. Dunnam accordingly resumed his seat, 
Mr. NELSON moved to amend the motion of | 
Mr. Tuomas to rise and report, by striking out | 
the word ‘f not,” so as to provide that the bill be į 
reported, with the recommendation that it do pass. | 
The CHAIRMAN stated that, in his opinion, | 
the motion to report, with a recommendation that | 
the bill do pass, was first in order, and accord- 
ingly propounded the question on this motion. 
Tellers were asked and ordered; and, being ap- | 
pointed, (Messrs. Srrone and Ocux,) reported— | 
ayes 69, noes 47. 
So the bill was laid aside to be reported to the | 
House with the recommendation that it be passed. | 


BROWN AND TARBOX. 


The bill for the relief of Brown and Tarbox 
was next taken up. 

The bill was read. It appropriates $804 84 to 
be paid to Brown and Tarbox, for temporary mai! 
service, on route No. 6,149, in the State of Texas, 
from the Ist of July to the 23d of October, 1847. 

Mr. CROWELL called for the reading of the 
report; which was read. 

It appears from the report made by Mr. Sran- | 
ton, of Kentucky, from the Committee on the 
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Post Office and Post Roads, that a contract was || 


if 
entered into with the Post Office Department ‘in | 
the year 1847, by a Mr. Charles Morrow, for the 


t which must have ensued, and in accordance with 
‘the usage in like circumstances, employed the 
‘memorialists to carry the mail over said route, 
‘and advised the postmaster atthe other end of 


“the route of the arrangement.’? The memorial- 


ists regularly transported the mails over the route, 
without failure, from the first of July to the 22d 
of October, 1847, for which they claim the com- 


the postmaster at Austin, and the rate prescribed 
in the*contract with Morrow. The department 
declined to compensate the memorialists, on the 
ground that the contractor, Morrow, had been 
allowed and paid for this service for the same pe- 
riod—this payment having been made upon a cer- 
tificate of performance by said Morrow, given by 
the postmaster at La Grange. That this certfi- 
cate was erroneous, as, also, that the service was 
faithfully performed by the memorialists, the 
committee state they have ample evidence; and 
they argue that, “the Government having had 
‘the benefit of the service thus rendered. by the 
‘memorialists, cannot, in good faith, withhold 
‘from them a reasonable compensation. The 
“payment of the amount to another clearly not 
‘entitled to it, and under an erroneous report o. 
t one of its own officers; does not discharge the 
‘Government from its liability to the memorial- 
tists.” They therefore report the bill. 

On motion by Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, 
no objection being made, the bill was laid aside, to 
be reported to the House. 

(The committee here rose informally, and Mr. 
Wixprick reported from the Committee on En- 
grossed Bills certain engrossed bills; which re- 
ceived the signature of the Speaker protem. The 
committee then resumed its session. } 


GRAHAM AND FINNALL. 


The committee next proceeded to the cgnsid- 
eration of the bill for the relief of James S» Gra- 
ham and Waller H. Finnall. This bill authorizes 
and directs the Postmaster General to pay to the 
parties before named $1,083 33, “it being for 
damage sustained by the said Graham & Finnall 
by leaving their contract for carrying the mail 
from Washington, in the District of Columbia, to 
Richmond, Virginia, before the expiration of the 
contract.” 

The reading of the report (which was made 
by Mr. Hesaro, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads,) was called for, and it was 
read, as follows: 

That, during the summer of 1847, the Virginia railroad 
companies had been carrying the mails from Washington, 


year, the railroad companies refused longer to carry the 
mails, as the Postmaster General did not feel himself author- 
ized by law to pay the price demanded. And thereupon 
the Pustmaster General contracted with the Chesapeake 
bay and James river boat line to carry the large mail, and 
contracted with the said Graham & Finnall to carry the 
mail for the local supply between Washington and Richmond 
as aforesaid. Their contract commenced on the 10th of De- 
cember, 1847, and was to end June 30, 1851. The contract, 


Postmaster General might curtail or disconiinue the service— 


with. 

The contract with the boat Jine 
the terms of it, made “irrevocable. 

On the 4th December, 1842, the 
to make a contract willl the railroad for carrying these mails, 
and he accordingly, thereupon, annulled the contract with 
Graham & Finnall, and discontinued their serviee ; and in 
his sefilement with them, allowed one month’s extra pay, 
agreeably to the ternis of the contract; und he also settied 
with the boat line in such a manner as was supposed by 
the parties to be just and equitable. 


Your committee further report that, by a recurrence to 
the books of the depariusent, the said Graham & Finnall 
claimed of the Postmaster General an allowance of damage 
beyond one month’s extra pay, but that the Postmaster dis- 
allowed and refused their claim, on the ground that he had 
no power to make such allowance ; bit expressed an opin- 


j jon ‘that they were entitled, under the peculiar circum- 
į Stances of the case, to a further allowance, and that, if he 


had it in his power to do so, would allow two instead of one 
month’s extra pay, as such a stipulation in contracts of th 
nature was usually made, and would have been so made 


; the subject had been brought up when the contract was ex- 


ecuted. 


transportation of the mail between Austin and La! 
Grange, in Texas—the service to commence on | 
the Ist of July, 1847. ‘The contract not being fal- | 
filled by said Morrow, and no arrangements to this | 
end having been made by him, 
Austin, Samuel G. Haynie,“ with a view of pre- | 

venting the serious interruption-of mail facilities |! 


i 
i 
| 
the postmaster at f 


The committee are, therefore, of the opinion that the 
said memorialists are equitably entitled to relief, and recom- 
mend the passage of the accompanying bill. 


Mr. EWING briefly cpposed the bill. The 


Postmaster General (he said) had allowed the | 


contractors one month’s extra pay in accordance 
with the terms of the contract; but they claimed 


pensation proposed by the biH to be paid—it being | 
atthe rate agreed upon by the memorialists and i 


D. C., to Richmond; but, previous to December of that | 


however, was made inthe usual form, stipulating that the | 
he allowing one month’s extra pay on the amountdispensed ; 
was at the same time, by Í 


stmaster was enabled ; 
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another month’s pay, dnd the bill was reported for 
i its payment, on the ground that the Postmaster 
| General had expressed himself in favor of it, asa 
matter of equity, independent of “the. contract. 
i!i He opposed payment on this ground, and. argued 
; that the Government should have the advantages of 
| contracts which were in its favor, as it was obliged 
so frequently to suffer the consequences of disad- 
vantageous contracts which were certain to be 
strictly enforced upon it. He considered the pay- 
ment proposed by way of gratuity or courtesy 
i| would constitute a bad precedent, not likely to be 
i! got rid of. 
Mr. HOLLIDAY advocated the bill. He ob- 
‘served that the argument of Mr. Ewine against 
the bill, for the reason that the claim was based 
upon principles of equity, and not of strict legal 
obligation, would reject all private bills which 
came before the House—none of the claims upon 
which they were based being strictly legal, since 
if they were, there would be no necessity for their 
being brought before Congress. It would be per- 
1! ceived from the report in this case that in conse- 
quence of the exorbitant demands made by the 
railroad company for the transportation of the 
mails between Richmond and Washington city, 
the Postmaster General had taken the mails from 
the railroad company, and entered into a contract 
with the memorialists for the transportation of the 
| lecal mail between thesa two cities; the memorial- 
ists, in an inconceivably short space of time, and 
at obviously very great sacrifices, had, in mid-win- 
ter, stocked the route with horses, carriages and 
| drivers, and all things necessary for the fulfillment 
| of their contract which they expected would con- 
|| tinue for three years, But, without any default on 
| their part, but simply because the railroad company 
reduced the rates for which they would peform the 
|| service at a less rate of compensation, the contract 
i was taken from these contractors in less than one 
| 

i 

| 


i| 
} 
i 


{i 


į year, leaving their stock a dead property upon 
i their hands, or at best to be disposed of ata great 
| Sacrifice, It was true that. the contract provided 
i] that it might be terminated at any time, by the 
i! Government forfeiting one month’s extra pay; but 
| the Postmaster General and the contractors ext 
|| pected, upon entering into it, that it would continue 
|| for three years. Under these circumstances, the 
|| contractors being compelled to submit to very 
|| great sacrifices, the then Postmaster General—as 
| Vigilant an officer as he was in regard to the inter- 
ests of the ‘Treasury-—had certified that the claim 
was a proper one, and that had he been authorized 
by law he would have directed its payment. He 
wished the Clerk to read the letter of Cave John- 
son, then Postmaster General, on the subject. 

It was read, as follows: 

& I have carefully examined this account of Messrs. Fin- 
| nall & Graham. "jhe contract having been made in the 
j| usual form, and but one month’s pay entered in the eon- 
j; tract as a forfeiture for a discontinuance of the service, I 


| 
| 
i 
i 
f 
| 
i 
i 
i 
| 
i 
i 
| 
l 
j 
fi am not of opinion that the law would justify the Postmaster 
| General in making any additional payment, whatever of 
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| equity there might bein the circumstances attending it. 
| The contract was made at a time when the railroad threw 
| Off the mails because they were refused the sum deynanded 
by them beyond what the law authorized to be paid. There 
was bat little time for preparation, the service to commence 
in December, and under circumstances which might well 
have induced them to believe that they would enjoy the full 
time contracted for. A contract had been made with the 
| Bay boats, which was to Jast the same time, and was made 
1 trrevocable ; and whilst that service continued, the coach Jine 
would have been necessary. Afier having made such ex- 
| tensive preparations, under such pressing circumstances, to 
i have their contract discontinued before the close of the first 
| year, with all thcir stock of coaches on hand; would neces- 
; sarily have produced considerable loss. Under sneh a press 
of circumstances, it has been usual for the departinent to 
stipulate for the payment of two months? extra pay, instead 
| of one, and had the subject been bronght up when the con- 
| tract was"executed, I have no doubt it would have been 
i allowed; and had | now the power E should not hesitate to 
; pay them an additional mouth’s extra pay, owing to the 
| hardship of the case as above stated. j 

|} March 2, 1840. C. JOHNSON. 

Theclaim, then, (said Mr. H.,) wasstrictly equi- 
able; and he hoped the committee would not hesi- 
ate to pass jt. 

Mr. HEBARD said, the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, after a full investigation of 
i the case, had come to the conclusion that there was 
just foundation for the claim; that it was one of 


| 
| those cases in which individuals, upon the faith of 


| but which contracts, from unforeseen circumstan- 
| ces, were curtailed and the contractors subjected to 
| considerable losses. The Postmaster General 
i himself said, that no one at the time supposed 
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that the contract would not run three years. The 
contract made with the Bay Company at the same 
time was irrevocable, and during the existence of 
that contract this coach service was necessary. All 
the circumstances at the time the contract was en- 
tered into, induced the belief that it would not be 
revoked. It was entered into in good faith for 
three years. Had the contingency of the contract 
being set aside been anticipated, a forfeiture of two 
months’ extra pay would have been provided in the 
contract. He referred to the great sacrifices in- 
curred by the contractors in making their arrange- 


ments for the service at so short notice and under | 


so disadvantageous circumstances, as well as in 
having the contract terminated so soon, and said 
it was one of those strong cases in which the al- 
lowance of the claim would furnish no bad prece- 
dent. The amount reported was no considerable 
portion of the loss incurred by the contractors, 
which, if the contract had been continued, would 


not only have been avoided, but a handsome profit |i 
might have been reasonably anticipated. All the | 


facts of the case, as set forth in the report, con- 
spired to show the equity of the claim. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, said, he hap- 
pened to be intimately acquainted with this claim, 
and with the parties interested. Messrs. Graham 
& Finnall had entered into the contract ata time 
when the Postmaster General was resisting the 
exactions of the railroad and steamboat compa- 
nies. Mr. Graham, a man of great energy and 
talent, who would not disgrace a seat in the Cabi- 
net, with Mr. Finnall, his father-in-law, in the 
dead of winter, upon a very short notice, by ex- 


traordinary exertions, furnished himself with the | 
necessary means for the mail conveyance upon | 


this route, and engaged in the execation of this 
contract, which was formed by Cave Johnson, 


(who by his vigilance had acquired the soubriquet | 


of the Cerberus of the Treasury,) for the purpose 
of protecting the Post Office Department. That 


officer—whatever his political faults—had always | 
faithfully protected the interests of the department. | 
After the contract was entered into, constant exer- ` 
tions were made to get the mail back to the rail- | 


road, which were finally successful—and thus the 
stock was left a dead property upon the hands of 
the contractors. 

Mr. SWEETSER interposed, and asked if the 


Postmaster General did not pay these claimants all | 


the forfeiture stipulated in the contract? 

Mr. THOMPSON replied that he did pay them 
for one month extra, but that he (the Postmaster 
General) said, if the point had been brought to his 
notice at the time, he would have provided in the 
contract for a forfeiture of two months’ extra pay, 
to which he thought the contractors were equitably 
entitled in consequence of the extraordinary sac- 
rifices to which they had been sutbjected, for no 
fauit of theirs. 


allowed. 

Mr. POTTER called for the reading of the bill; 
which was again read. 

Mr. P. said, probably enongh had already been 
said to put the commitiee in possession of all the 
facts necessary to govern their opinions on the 
bill under consideration. He then proceeded to 
give a brief review of the difficulties attending the 
transportation by the ratlroad companies of the 
southern mail-—of the contract entered into by the 
Posimaster General with the Chesapeake Bay and 
James River boat line, to carry the large mail, 
and with the claimants in this case to carry the 


local mail between Washington and Richmond. |: 


He adverted to the discontinuance of the contract 
with the latter, in consequence of the subsequent 
conclusion of a contract with the railroad compa- 
nies—and to the losses which Graham and Finnall 


had sustained, by having their stock, &c., thrown | 


idle upon their hands, there being no purposes to 
which that stock could be applied, other than that 
for which it had been expressly procured. 


Mr. HALL desired to be informed by the gen- |! 
ntleman from Ohio, [Mr. Porrer,] whether there || 


was any evidence before the committee, to show 
that the amount which the parties had reeeived did 
not pay them for all expenses incurred, and also a 
fair remuneration for their services? 


Mr. POTTER replied, that the committee, on ; 


the evidence before them, were satisfied that these 
parties had sustained a loss much greater than the 
amount appropriated in this bill would cover. The 
committee had, however, taken the recommenda- 


He (Mr. T.) thought the claim || 
perfectly just and fair, and hoped it would be ; 


i 
| which they could in equity allow. Although he | 
: (Mr. P.) believed that the contract which the |. 
;| Postmaster General had made with the land routes |; had thus been closed, and he hoped that it would 
i| and the steamboat line was an imprudent one, yet || not be reopened by this House, and that this al- 
| the justice of the present claim was such as, in |) lowance would notbe made. There was no evi 
|i his judgment, to commend it strongly to the favor- | dence upon file that any wrong had been suffered, 
| able consideration of the committee. | or that there had been any attempt to overreach 
_ After an inquiry by Mr. THOMPSON, of Mis- | these parties. Everything on the part of the Posi- 
sissippi, À |: master General had been open and fair, He (Mr. 
Mr. POTTER said, that the committee, upon | C.) hoped that the rule uniformly adopted would 
an examination of all the facts of the case, were |: not be departed from. There was no hardship in 
of opinion that this allowance ought to be made, | the case which should so press upon this House as 
|| and that, when made, it would not compensate the |. to induce a departure from that rule. And he 
i! parties for the losses they had sustained. There ; moved, therefore, that the bill be laid aside to be 
i was no obligation on the part of the department to |' reported to the House with a recommendation that 
i, pay them more than one month’s allowance; that |: itdo not pass. 
ii allowance had been made. Therefore it was that ) Mr. PHELPS earnestly favored the passage of 
|, an appeal had been made to the justice and equity |; the bill. Referring to the cireumstances under 
| of this House. He hoped it would not be made |: which the contract had been made, he entered into a 
in vam., p li recapitulation of the difficulties attending the trans- 
Mr. SWEETSER regretted, he said, that he |! portation of the southern mail, tracing them from 
; could not concur with the chairman of the Com- |! their commencement to the period of their con: 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, {Mr. |, tract with the Chesapeake Bay and James River’ 
Porrer,] in the propriety of the payment of this || boat-line, thence to the period of the final com- 
claim. This was simply one of the ordinary || promise which was made with the railroad com- 
cases of application for extra allowance for ser- || pany, and of the consequent discontinuance of the 
vices performed. It was one of a numerous class | services of Messrs. Graham & Finnall. The evi- 
of cases. It was admitted by the chairman of the || dence before the committee showed that these con- 
committee, that these individuals had entered into |; tractors had accually lost money, and that they 
a contract with the Government—that the Govern- || had been left with an amount of useless stock upon 
ment had paid every dollar that it contracted to | their hands. The committee who reported the 
| 
i 
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| thertrouble if the contingency contemplated should 
happen. It did happen, and-the month’s allow- 
ance was paid. The account at the ‘department 


tion of the Postmaster General, as the lowest sum 
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pay—that there was a provision for the discontin- || bill, however, had not awarded to them the amount 
uance of the service on the allowance of one |! which they claimed. The committee could not 
month’s pay—that the contingency upon which |! determine exactly what was the amount which 
the discontinuance was to take place having hap- |; should be paid, but they had thought that two 
pened, the allowance had been made, and that the |! months’ extra pay would not be allowing two 
contract had in every particular, been complied || much. He admitted that the case was one of 
with on the part of the Government. The parties, |! equity. So were all such cases—otherwise they 
however, had made no profits under the contract, |! could be adjudicated by the departments without 
as they expected to have done, but, on the contra- |! the interposition of Congress. In his judgment, 
ry, it was said had sustained losses, and therefore |i the case presented a strong equitable claim upon the 
they presented themselves here for redress. This |! consideration of Congress. 
was one of a class of claims which did not appeal || Mr. HEBARD suggested the correction of a 
very strongly to the consideration of the House. | elerical error in the bill—which was accordingly 
Nor should the principle be sanctioned, that if | corrected, 
improvident contracts were made by the officers | “phe question was then stated by the Chairman 
aane el Santa the pone mient come here i to be on the mation of the gentleman from Ohio, 
and ask Uongress to make them whole. || (My. Crowexu,} that the bill be laid aside to be 
Mr. CROWELL desired, he said, before the | Dente to the ofa abet A that 
question was taken, that the committee should © it do not pass. 
know and understand the character of the claim And the question having been taken, the vote 
j under consideratien. If he understood its charac- |} stood—ayes 22, noes 72. 
ter correctly, it was a mere gratuity, The parties || Wo quorum voting. , 
hd entered ipto a cermin contact withthe Gov- | Tho CHAIRMAN (Mr. Jowa, of Temetsee 
r 5 t Jeen I ; rei ; ‘ 
that the Postmaster General might discontinue {| being at the time in the chair) having stated the 
the service, and that, in the event of his doing so, | 
a certain allowance should be made. Now, there I 
was no principle npon which Congress had been |; E > 
in the habit of adjudicàtinė claims more universal | which required the roll to be caled when no quo- 
and uniform in its application than this: that | 
where a contract was terminated by its own pro. Í , ; R 
vision, Congress would never pay ihe sontsene | Mr. DUER, (to ine Chairman.) Is it not in 
anything by way of speculation—by way of meting /, order to call for tellers ¢ ; ; 
out what the contractor supposed, or fancied, that |; The CHAIRMAN. It is not in order. Ht 
| 
$ 
t 
{ 
4 
} 


| result— 
| Tellers were called for. 
The CHAIRMAN, remarking that the rule 


‘rum was present in committee was imperative, 
directed the Clerk to call the roll. 


‘he might have realized if the contract had been |; would have been in order, if the call for tellers 
carried out to its final limit. But it was said that ii| had been made before the result of the decision 
the present case formed an exception to the rule i: had been announced. $ 
ordinarily governing claims of this description. || The roll was then called, 
Ie knew that applications were made by con- | And the call having been completed— f 
tractors for what they might have made, and he || The SPEAKER (pro tem.) resumed the chair, 
knew that they were always refused. and the chairman of the committee reported the 
Mr. FOWLER, (interposing.) Did the parties | fact, that the committee had found itself without — 
receive the month’s pay stipulated for on the con- i; a quorum, &c. : : 3 
ingency of the discontinuance of the same? i, And thereupon (in compliance with the provi- 
Mr. CROWELL said, the Postmaster General | sions of the rule) the names of the absentees were 
< Stated that he did allow the measure of damages | ordered to be entered on the Journal of the House. 
; agreed upon in the contingency referred to. He; A quorum having answered— f 
(Mr. C.) believed that if the committee under- © ‘The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Kavrman) resumed his 
i stood the matter, they would not depart from the < seat in committee. A 
‘rule which had uniformly governed the adjudica- | And the question recurred on the motion that 
| tion of such claims, by making the allowance | the bill be reported to the House, with a recom- 
| provided for in this bill. It would be the mere , mendation that it do not pass. i . 
| donation of a sum of money over and above the i Mr. CARTTER moved that the committee riše, 
|i amount stipulated in the contract to be paid upon |; intending, he said, if that motion should prevail, 
i 
| 
} 


the discontinuance of the service. This House did |i to move that the House resolve itself into Com- 
not know, and could not know, what these parties |! mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

might have made if the contract had been carried | Mr. PHELPS submitted that the motion was 
i net in order, because at the time the committee 
:| found itself without a quorum, the committee was 
dividing upon the motion that the bill be reported 
to the House, with a recommendation that it do 
He submitted that the committee must 


out to the end. It was uncertain. They might 
|; have made more, or they might have made less. 
| The allowance of one month’s pay on discontinu- 
i ance was agreed upon for the very purpose of 


| saving an investigation, and putting an end to fur- |} not pass. 


HE. CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


April 19, 


ceed. to. determine-the-question.upon which the} 
division: was taking. place. : P 
A. brief.conversation followed, after which | 
-TheQCHAIRMAN put the question on report- 
ing the bill so.the House, with a recommendation 
that it-do- not. pass. k e ! 
And: the.question being again taken, the vote 
stond—ayes 26, noes 69. . i 
<No quorum voting. ; : 
Tellers (Messes. Strone, of Pennsylvania, and 
Mason, of Kentucky ).were appointed. ; 
And: the question being again-taken, the-vote 
stoad--ayes 35, noes 86- Siri 
So the House determined that the bill should. 
not be reported to-the. Flouse with a recommenda- 
tiow-that it-do not pass. : 


‘| 
The CHAIRMAN said that if no amendment į 


was. offered, the bill would-be laid aside to be re- 


presented under the rule, and-referred to the ap- 
propriate committees: : 


By Mr. JULIAN: The petition of 71. citizens of Wayne 
county, Indiana, praying Congress to provide a trial by jury 


H for persons claimed as fugitive slaves. 


Also, the petition of 72 eitizens of ‘the same county, 
| asking Congress to repeal ail taws by whieb slavery or the 
slave:lrade isauthorized in the District of Columbia, or in 
default of such repeal, to remove the seat of the National 
Government. i N 
Also, the petition of 75 citizens of the same county, pray- 
“ing Congress to. refuse the admission. of any more slavehold- 
ing States into the Union: 
Also, the petition of 74 citizens of the same county, pray- 
ing the prohibition of slavery and the slave trade in all the 
territories of the United States. 
By Mr. McDONALD; ‘Phe petition of E. M. Weaver and 
63 other.clectors-of Lafayette Indiana, fer the repeal of all 
slave Jaws in the District of Columbia. i 

Also, the petition of Martin L. Picrce and 78 other elect- 
j ors of Lafayette; Eudiana, for the establishment and p:o- 
motion of freedom ia tue territories of the United States. 


parted. to the House.» 
Mr. CARUTER (for the purpose heretofore 
indice ted by him) moved that the committee rise, 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, (to the Chair.) 
Tf we should now risc, will this bill be reported to 
the House? 


The CHAIR VAN answered in the affirmative. ; 
Mr. STEPHENS. Then I hope the committee | 


will rise. ; 
The CHAIRMAN put the question, and the 
affirmative vote was 67; noes not counted, 
So the committee rose and- reported its action to 
the House. 

Qn motion, it was resolved that when the 
House adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Monday 
next. 

THE CASE OF MR. HORNER. 


Mr. OLDS, chairman of the select committee 
appointed to investigate the charges made against 
the acting Doorkeener of the House, R. E. Hor- 
NER, esq., offered the following resolution; which 
was reat: 

Resolved, That the select committee appointed to inves- 
tigate the charges preferred by Mr. Brown, uf Mississippi, 
against Robert B. Horner, acting Doorkeeper of the House, 
have power to send for persons and papers. 

The resolution was adopted. 

A motion was made that the House adjourn. 


Mr. CROWELL hoped that the motion would ; 


be withdrawn until the bills which had been re- 
pored from the Committee of the Whole should 
have been acted upon. 

The SPEAKER said no question would be put 
until the House had come to order, 

‘Order having been restored— 


Mr. KAUFMAN united in Mr. Mr. Crowenn’s | 


reqitest, 

The motion to adjourn aot having been with- 
drawn, 

The question thereon was taken, and decided in 
the negative, 

So the House refused to adjourn, 

NICOLL AND CLINCH. 

This hilt coming up first in order— 

Mr. STRONG moved the previous question. 

Mr. THOMAS moved that the bill be laid upon 
the table, and asked the yeas and nays on that 
monon. 

Mr. McDONALD moved that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 5 

Tellers (Messrs. Ricwarpson and Duncan) 
were appointed. 

And the question was taken,-and decided in the 
affirmative—ayes 90, noes 23. 

CALIFORNIA. 

So the House again resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Ricuarpson, of Hlinois, in the chair,) and 
resumed the consideration of the California ques- 
tion. 

Mr. CLEVELAND was entitled to the floor, 
and addressed the committee during the allot ed 
hour, [His remarks will be published in the Ap- 
pendix ] 

Mr. C. having concluded, 

Mr. MOREHEAD obtained the floor, 
yielded to a motion that the committee rise. 


but 


The motion having prevailed, the committee | 
rose and reported progress. i 


And the House adjourned until 


Monday nextat | 
twelve o’clock. 


i 
i 
i 


PETIT. ONS, &e. 
petitions, memorials, &c., 


The following 


were į 


ii constract a public 


By Mr. HOWE: The petition of S: FP. Hallock and- 63 
others, citizens or Crawford county, Pennsylvania, praying 
Congress to provide by law that when any person shail be 
arrested as a fugitive slave in any State other than that in 
which he is alleged to be held to service, he shalt not be 
delivered to tie claimant ur his agent, except on the finding 
of a jury that he is the slave of the claimant. g 

Also, the petition of L. D. Sherman aud 63 others, citi- 
zens of the same county, praying Congress to repeat all 
laws by which slavery or tue stave trade is authorized in 
the eity of Washington, or the District of Columbia; and 
that i- the event of their non-repeal the seat of the Na- 
tional Government may be removed to some more suitable 
loeation, 

Aiso, the petition of Loran Marsh and 64 others, citizens 
of Crawford eounty, Pennsylvania, praying Cougress to 
admit no State hereafter int» the Union, unie-s the consti- 
tation of such State shall expressly prohibit the existence 
of slavery within its limits. 

Also, the petition of Truman Hendryx and 63 others, citi- 
zens of Crawford county, Pennsylvania, praying Cungress 
to prohibit slavery aud the slave trade in all the territories 
i of the United States. 
| By Mr. SCHUERMERUORN: The petition of 27 Senators 


anew judicial district in western New York, 

| By Mr. DIMMICK: The petition of Joseph Lenbach and 
| 66 others, praying tor the establishment of a post-route from 
Allentown, by way of Catasangua, Laubach’s, to Cherry- 
i ville, a distance of twelve miles, in Lehigh and Northamp- 
ton Gounties, Pennsylvania, 

By Mr. CASEY: Seven petitions of citizens, praying 
that slavery and the stave trade may be abolished and pro- 
hibited in all the territories of the United States. 

! Also, the petition of citizens of Pennsylvania, asking a 
reduction of postage on prepaid letters to the uniform rate 
of two cents. 

Also, seven petitions of citizens of Pennsylvania, asking 


|| Congress to establish an Agricultural bureau. 
i Aiso, three petitions, asking Congress to establish a mail- 
| 


| rowe From Selin’s Grove, Union county, to Williamsport, 
p Lycoming county, Pennsylvania. 

Also, the petition of Henry Studebrker, and 139 citizens 
ot Burer county, Pennsylvania, asking Congress to grant 
i} bounty lands to the officers and solihers of tae war of 1812, 
i By Mr. HOAGLAND: The petition of James Henry, 
ii asking for a donation of tands to the Steubenville and In- 


i diana railroad company. : 


ii Bockelin and others, residents of Baltimore county, asking 
nay be reduced. 
By Mr. TAYLOR: The petition of Jared Menefee and 
18 others, citizens of Jackson county, Ohio, praying that 
| slavery and the { may be prohibited by act of Con- 
| gress in all the te sof the United States. 
i; Aho, the petition of Jared Menetee and 17 others, citi- 
| zens of Liek and Liberty townships, in Jackson county, 
‘| Ohio, praying that no State be hereafter admitted into the 
{H Union, untess the constiuttion of such State shall expressly 
ji prohibit the existence of slavery within its limits. 
i) Also, the petition of Jared Meuelee and lL others, citizens 
(oof Liek and Liberty townships, in Jackson county, Ohio, 
fi requesting that whenever a person shall be arrested as a 
k fugitive slave, in any State other than thatio which he is 
|i alleged to be held to service, be shall not be delivered to the 
|| claimant or his agent, except on the finding of a jury that 
il he is the stave of the claimant. 
4 By Mr. PHELPS: The petition of Wiliam M. Wall and 
i) H13 others, citizens of Missouri, praying Congress to abotish 
i} lhe office of Chaplain, and henceforth refrain from all legis- 
li lation on religious subjects. The pet ners state, “ We 
|} beg leave to assure your honorable bodies, that this petition 
and remonstrance is pot induced by any want of respect for- 
that religion which is from Heaven or that Kingdom whieh 
‘| is not of this world. We ask, as religionists, only what we 
li are willing to concede to all others—the free exercise of the 
li religious establishments to which we severally belong, so 
ji far as the fre + exercise of our religion shali not infringe the 
y equal rights of our fellow-citizens. If the members of the 
4 Houses of Congress are disposed to pay, or if they are in- 
clined to hire men to pray for them, on their own "responsi- 
bility, and at their own individual expense, we claim no 


ij right to objects but when they officially and in our name, | 


i| and by the appropriation of our funds, make legal provisions 
i for the suport of an army of Chaplains, we are involved in 
| the responsibility, and therehy aggrieved.” 
:| _ Also, a petition of John Boucher and others, citizens of 
Barry county, Missouri, praying the passage of a law to per- 
init William Haddock to change certain entries of land 
i mige at the Springfield land offlee, Missouri, through mis- 
: take. 
| By Mr. COLE: 
i Al 
| 


2: The petition of Stephen Alien fora pension. 
so, the petition of L. B. Wrigiit and other citizens of 
consi, asking for an appropriation of land to open and 

road from Green Bay to St. Paul, Min- 


Wis 


| Resota 


‘| of the State of New York, praying for the establishment of 


i 


limits. 


| son, upon the subject of a eylindri 


i desire to correct the Journal, 


Also, the petition of S. H. Haines and 48 other citizens of 
Wisconsin, asking Congress to secure the right of trial by 
jury wo alleged fugitive slaves. i 

Also, the petition of S.-H. Haines and 36 other citizens of 
Wisconsin, asking Congress to repeal all laws for the sup- 
port of slavery in Use District of Columbia. : 

Also, the petition of S. H. Haines and 43 other citizens of 
Wiseonsin, asking Congress to prohibit slavery in the ter- 
litories of the United States, 

Also, the petition of S. H, Haines and 48 other citizens of 
Wisconsin, asking Congress to admit no more slave Stites. 

By Mr. ALEXANDER: The petition of 56 citizens of 
Winfield, Herkimer county, New York, praying the repeal 
of all laws adopted or enacted hy Congress, by which slavery 
or the slave trade is. authorized or sanctioned in the city of 
Washington. or the District of Columbia, and that in the 
event of their non-repeal the seat of the National Govern- 
ment be removed to some more suitable location. 

Also, the petition. of 57 citizens of Winfield, Herkimer 
county, New York, praying that no State be hereatter ad- 
mitted into the Union, unless the constitution of such State 
shall expressly prohibit the existence of slavery within its 

Aiso, the petition of 61. citizens of Winfield, Herkimer 
county, New York, praying the prohibition of slavery and 
the slave trade in all the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of Salmon Jones and 27 others, of Her- 
kimer county, New York, praying the releasemeul of Sayer 
and Drayton, impeachment of certain offigers, and the abo- 
Jition of slavery in the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. DUER: The petition of Samuel Avery for the 
payment of $92, held by him in continental money. 

Also, the petition of F. H. Manchester and others, citi- 
zens of Madison county, New York, for the abolition of the 
traffic in the public lands, and the dedication of the same to 
the free use of citizens not possessed of lands. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Hamilton, New York, 
praving for cheap postage. 

By Mr. TAYLOR: The petition of Jared Menefee, and 
12 others, citizens of Jackson county, Ohio, praying for the 
repeat of all the laws of Congress by which slavery, or the 
stave trade is authorized in the city of Washington, in the 
District of Columbia, 

By Mr. MORSE: The petition of Juan José Cartanos, 
praying compensation for moneys furnished certain Ameri- 
can citizens, to enable them to return to the United States. 

By Mr. SEDDON: The petition of the heirs of Philip 
Courtney, deceased, for pay, &c., due said Courtney for ser- 
vices in the revolutionary war. g 

By Mr. WOOD: The petition of William Lang and 18 
others, citizens of Seneca eounty, Ohio, asking Congress to 
make an appropriation for removing obstructions to naviga- 
tion atthe head of Sandusky bay, sò as to render more easy 
and safe the passage of sailing vessels and steamboats into 
the Sandusky river. 

By Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania; Three petitions of 
citizens of Luzerne county, Pennsylvania, for the estab- 
lishment of anew mail-route from Carbondale, via Arch- 
bald, Blakeley. and Dunmore, to Scrantonia. 

By Mr. MANN, of Pennsylvania: The petition of James 
Stewart and 118 others, citizens of Lawrence county, Penn- 
sylvania, praying that land may be granted to the officers 
and soldiers that served a tour in the war of 1812. . 

By Mr. WATKINS: The petition of 509 citizens of the 
Second Congressional district of Tennessee, praying that 
the ofice of Chaplain in Congress be abolished. 

Also, the petition of Mrs. Mary Martin, of Tennessee, 
asking to be placed upon the roll of revolutionary pen- 
sioners. 

By Mr. RUMSEY: The petition of Thomas Smith and 
others, cilizeas of Hume, Alleghany county, New York, that 
trial by jury be allowed to persons claimed as fugitive 


j slaves.” 


Also, the petition of M. W. Shiff and 57 others, citizens 
of the same place$ that no more slave States be admitted 
into the Union. 

Also, the petition of John Van Antwerp and 59 others, 
citizens of the same place, that slavery and the slave trade 
be prohibited in the territories, by act of Congress. 

Also, the petition of E, Partridge and others, citizens of 
same place, for tke repeal of all Jaws and parts of Jaws 


; sanctioning slavery and the stave trade in the District of 
| Cofumbia, and if not done, that the seat of Government be 


removed. ` 
By Mr. J. A. KING: The memorial of Jeptha A. Wilkin- 
al rotary printing press, 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, April 19, 1850. 
A message was received from. the House of 


| Representatives announcing that the Hon. ROBERT 


C. Winruror had been appointed Speaker pro tem., 
in the temporary absence of the Speaker. 
CORRECTIONS OF THE JOURNAL. 
Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin. Mr. President, I 
I perceive, by the 
papers of this morning, that I am recorded as 


having voted in the affirmative yesterday on the 


| amendment in re'ation to the abolition of slavery 


in the District of Columbia, instead of the nega- 
tive. I-wish the record to be corrected, 

The Journal was corrected accordingly. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I wish to make 


| a slight correction of the Journal, with regard to , 


my vote upon the 10th proposition, which js this: 
Provided, That nothing in this instruction shall be con- 
strued to authorize the said committee to take into consid- 
eration apything that relates to either of the four following 
subjects: 
ist. ‘Lhe abolition of slavery within the States. 


_I could not vote yea, because it would have car- 
ried the conclusion that I admitted the power to 


a 
a 


against refusing to submit. the question to the com- 
mittee. I decided, therefore, not to vote at all 


upon this and the three following questions, as | 
neither an affirmative nor a negative vote would | 
convey my opinion upon the subject; which is, | 
that we have no constitutional power to act as | 


contemplated upon any ef these subjects. My 
friends determined to vote them down, with all 
other amendments. I did not choose to inter- 


fere with a desire to expedite the action of the | 


Senate, by offering amendments. My course, 
then, was pot to vote upon them at all. IL find, 
however, that I am reported to have voted upon 
the first, and not upon the other three. The his- 
tory of the transaction sufficiently explains the 
course of those who voted on all the propositions; 


bat one who should vote upon either without the |, 


others would be left in an inexplicable condition. 
I therefore ask to have the vote in the negative upon 
this LOth proposition, ascribed to me, erased. 

Mr. SEWARD. 
the abolition of the slave trade between the States, 
I wish to know how my vote is recorded. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. In the affirmative. 

Mr. SEWARD. L voted in the negative; and 
wish to have it so altered. 

Mr. YULEE. 1 beg leave to take notice of an 
inaccuracy in the report of this merning’s Union, 
which may expose me to misapprehension. [am 


stated there as excusing my not voting, upon the | 


ground that I had paired off with a gentleman who 
voted in the negative. The reverse was what I 
really said. I should myself have voted in the 
negative. 

Tne VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
make any motion? 

Mr. YULEE. Oh, no. IT merely make the 
statement in order to set myself right. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, I pereeivethat 
Tam recorded as having voted in the affirmative 


on the eleventh proposition, in relation to the sup- | 
pression of the slave trade between the States, | 


which is an error, as I did not vote at all. 
‘The Journal was corrected accordingly. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. HALE. IJ made a motion yesterday which 
was decided by the Chair to be outof order. | 
hope it is in order now, I present the petition of 
citizens of Stockbridge, in the county of Berkshire, 
in the State of Massachusetts, praying Congress 
to repeal all laws or parts of laws by which slavery 
is established or sanctioned in the District of Co- 
lumbia, or to cause the seat of the National Gov- 
ernment to be removed to a more suitable locaton. 
I move that it be received and referred to the se- 
lect committee about to be raised on this subject; 
and on that I ask for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. RUSK. 
Hampshire will withdraw his motion for a mo- 


ment, to enable me to present a joint resolution ij 
from my State, as I am necessarily obliged to be | 


absent from the Senate on official business. 

Mr. HALE. Certainly, sir. 

The motion was accordingly withdrawn. 

Mr. RUSK presented a resolution of the Legis- 
lature of Texas, instructing the Senators and re- 
questing the Representatives of that State in Con- 


gress to use their exertions to procure the enactment |} 
of a law compensating Brown and Tarbox for |! 


services in carrying the mail; which was referred 


to the Committee on the Post Office and Post | 


Roads. : : 
Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, presented a pe- 


tition signed by citizens of Wisconsin, asking the 
adoption of measures for the adjustment of inter- 
national intercourse; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 


Mr. WHITCOMB presented a petition signed | 


by citizens of Lafayette county, Indiana, asking 
that the right of trial by jury may be secured by 
law to fugitive slaves arrested in any State other 
than that in which their service is claimed. 

Also, a petition signed by citizens of the same 
place, asking that no State may hereafter be ad- 
mitted into the Union whose constitution does not 
prohibit the existence of slavery within its limits; 
which said petitions were ordered to lie on the 
table. ed a 

Mr. DOWNS presented the petition of the heirs 
of Andrew D. Crosby, deceased, late a purser in 
the navy, asking to be allowed a pension; whieh 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


On the amendment relative to | 


| 
j 
` 
i 


I hope the Senator from New |j 


i 
. 


Ordered, That the memorial of Priscila D. Twiggs be | 
taken from the files of the Senate and referred to the Com- j 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, 


| Ordered, That the petition of Wade Allen, on the files of | 
ii the Senate, be referred to the Committee on the Post Office 


Mr. HALE. I now, sir, again renew my mo- | 
‘ tion that the petition be received and referred to 
į the committee about to be raised; and L ask the | 
i yeas and nays upon it. 
| The yeas and nays were ordered. 
| 
| 


! and Post Roads. H 
i 
i 


Mr. ATCHISON. I move.to lay the resolu- 
| tion to receive aud refer upon the table. 
Mr. HALE. J ask the yeas and nays on that |) 
| motion. 
. ‘Fhe yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. WHITCOMB. [f call for the reading of 
‘i the petition, 
| The Secrerary read the following petition for | 


ii the repeal of all laws enacted or adopted by Con- | 
gress for the support of slavery in the District of | 
Columbia: 


i 
‘| To the Congress of the United States: 
1j The undersigned, citizens ami electors of the State of Mas 
sachusetts, residing in Stockbridge, in the county of Berk- 
shire, respeetfully pray for the repeal of all tawx and parts | 
of laws, adopied or enacted by Congress, by whieh siavery | 
or the slave trade thoriz d or sanctioned in the city ot | 
Washington or tbe Distrietof Cohuabia; and that.in the | 
event of their non-repeal, the seat of the National Govern- 
ment may be removed to some more suitable Jocation. 


| Mr. BRIGHT. ‘There are various other peti- 
| tions on the same subject now on the table, and 
ij after the committee proposed to be raised shall. 


o 


| of the Laws of the United States, with-a re 
| mendation that. itshould pass. 


|i woop] made objection. 


SYNOPTICAL INDEX. OF.THE LAWS. . 
Mr. DOWNS. The Committee on -the Jadis: 
diciary bas directed me to report back the resolu- 
tien to authorize the Secretary @f the Senate to: 
contract with. Messrs. Little & Brown for twelve 
hundred and fifty. copies. of the Syneptical Index,, 


coma 

The object, Mr. President, of having. this mat. 
ter referred was, that the committee should be 
satisfied of the correctness of the work. -From 
the short time which has elapsed it is impossible 
for the committee to have examined into the book, 
but they have received assurances that it has been 
carefully examined by the ablest lawyers, and are 


l; 
| satisfied that there would be no danger in passing 


| the resolution. 

Mr. TURNEY. This, I believe, is the same 
resolution that was proposed a few days since, to 
which the Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Unpar- 
I move to lay the resolu» 
t ion on the table. ; 

Mr. DOWNS. Do I understand the Senator 
from ‘Tennessee to wish to lay the resolution on 
the table temporarily only? 

Mr. TURNEY, (in bis seat.) Yes. 

Mr. DOWNS, Then I bave no objection to 
his motion, j 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
lay on the table, which resulted—ayes 9, noes 22. 

So the motion was lost. i 

The question then recurred on the adoption of 
the resolution, and it was agreed to. 


THE CALIFORNIA BILL. 


; have been raised 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Indiana is out of order. 'Fhe question to lay upon 
the table is not dehatable, 
Mr. ATCHISON. Iwill withdraw the motion 
i to lay upon the table if the gentlemau will renew it. 
Mr. BRIGHT assented. 
The motion was withdrawn. 
Mr. BRIGHT. There are various other peti- 
| tions relating to this subject on the table, and va- 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I now renew my motion 
that the Senate proceed to the consideration of the 
bill for the admission of the State of Catifornia, 
for the purpose of making it a special order. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I now move that the further 
consideration of the bill be postponed, and that it 
be made the special order immediately after the 
appointment of the select committee, which ‘is 
fixed for one o’clock this day. 


|: rious others connected with the question of slavery. 
i: After the committee of thirteen is raised, which I 
presume will be determined to-day, it is my in- 
| tention, unless some other Senator shall do it, to 
! move to refer everything connected with this sub- 
jeet to the select committee. With that intention, || 
l shail vote to lay this petition on the table for the | 
time being. ] now renew the motion to lay on the 
table. 

Mr. HALE. The yeas and nays have been or- 
dered. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The motion on 
which the yeas and nays were ordered was with- 
drawn. 

Mr. HALE, 
i on this motion. | 
The yeas and nays having been ordered— i 

Mr. SEWARD inquired what was the question | 
: befare the Senate? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It isa motion to | 
ay the question of reception and reference on the 
table. 


| 
i 
j 
i 


Then I call for the yeas and nays 


i or has the petition already been received ? 

if The VICE PRESIDENT. It bas not been re- 
i ceived. 

f Mr. WHITCOMB. Then I shall vate “nay.” 
| The question was then taken by yeas and nays, 
and resulted as follows: 


| YEAS 
i 
i 


Atchison, Badger, Bell, Borland, Bath 
| Cleme sissippi, Dickinson, Dodge of Low: 


| Foote, Jones, King, Mangum, Mason, Morton, Pearce, 
| Rusk. Sebastian, Sturgeon, Varney, and U: derwood—Qt, 

NAYS—Me Baldwin, Bright, Chase, Giarke, Corwin 
t Davis of Ma husetts, Daytun, Dodge of Wisconsin, | 
Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Miter, Norris, Phelps, Seward 
Smith, Watker, and Whitcomb—18, 


So the motion to Jay on ihe table was carried. 
CALIFORNIA BILL. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. [ now ask that the bill fo 
the admission of California may be taken up, for 
the purpose only of making ita special order. [ 
move that the Senate now proceed to the consider- i; 
ation of the bill in relation to California. f 

Mr. DOWNS. Wil the gentleman withdraw i 
the motion to enable me to make a report from a || 
committee ? | 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Certainly. | 

The motion was withdrawn. ji 


H 
if 


i 
i 

j 

| 


Mr. TURNEY. 1 move to refer the bill to the 
select committee abont to be raised. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question of 


: postponement takes priority. 


The-question was then taken on Mr. Dougras’s 
motion, and it was carried. i 


THE ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Mr. HALE. J now move that the Senate pro- 
| ceed to the orders of the day: : 

Mr. MANGUM. What are the orders of the. 
day? ; 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is in- 
formed that the resoludon offered by the Senator 
from New Hampshire last evening is the order of 
the day as unfinished business. 

Mr’ MANGUM. Well, sir, one o’clock to- 
day was fixed upon to execute an order of ‘the 


of the Senate made yesterday, and J have never 
n thatto go over for anything. Atall events, 
E shall call for the execution of that order at one 
o’clock. 

A Senaror. Jt wants three minutes to the time 
yet. You can talk that out. 

Mr. MANGUM. Well, I think T could tatk 
for three minutes, since others are allowed to talk 
so much, but so amiable is my disposition that I 
shall not detain the Senate. , 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the motion to proceed to the consideration of the 
order of the day. . 

Mr. BUTLER. May I be allowed to ask what 
is the order of the day? k 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The unfinished 
business of yesterday, the resolation offered by 
the Senator from New. Hampshire to refer the pe- 
titions on the subject of slavery to the select coin. 
mittee. 

The resolution is as follows: 

Resolved, That all petitions and remonstrances received 
this session on the subjects mentioned in the resolutions of 
the Senator from Keatneky [Mr. Cray] a d the Senator 
froin Tennessee, [Mr. Bein J referred to a select committee _ 
of thirteen, be taken from the table and referred to be same ~ 
committee. 

Mr. KING. [ will make a single suggestion, 
The committee ig not yet raised. When the com- 
mittee is raised, it will be in order for the Senator 
to make propositions referring matters to that.com~ 
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mittee; but it is not in order to move to refer mat- 
ters'to a committee hereafter to be appointed. 

Mr. HALE. . Mr. President, I wish simply to 
suggest to the Senator from Alabama, to whose 
judgment I always defer with the greatest submis- 
gion, ‘that the Senate have already voted to refer 
some-matters to-that- committee. 

“Mr. KING. The Senate has moved to refer 
certain propositions, which are before the body, 
toa select committee to'be raised, but until that 


cômmittee is raised it is notin'the power of any | 


member to'refer other subjects to the committee. 


The moment the corhmittee is raised it will be | 


entirely in order for the Senator to make his prop- 
osition, i ; 
Mr E. I submit, Mr. President, as I 
always do. [A laugh.] . 

Mr. MANGUM. Mr. President, is there any- 
thing pending before the Senate? : 

The VICE PRESIDENT.. Thereis not. The 
Chair understands the motion of the Senator from 
New Hampshire to be withdrawn. 

Mr. HALE. Itis not quite one o’clock, and 1 
move that when the Senate adjourns it adjourn to 
meet on Monday next. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ELECTION OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE. 


Mr. MANGUM. It will be remembered, that 
by the decision of the Senate yesterday the chair- 
man of the select committee ig first to be elected. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senate has 
fixed this time for the election of the select com- 
mittee of thirteen. The chairman will be elected 
first, and Senators will please prepare their ballots 
accordingly. 

The ballots were then collected and reported. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question pre- 
sents itself whether blanks can be counted? There 
are thirty-four votes cast; of which Mr. Cray re- 
ceived 27, Mr. Berr 1, Mr. Mancus 1, Mr. Ben- 
ron l, and blank 4. It will be perceived that, 
unless the four blanks can be counted, a quorum 
of the Senate has not voted. The Chair is in- 
formed that the usage has been not to count the 
blanks, If so, there has been no election for the 
want of a quorum, 

Mr. BENTON. Mr. President-—— 

Mr. WEBSTER. Mr. President, I was not in 
early enough.to vote. Ifitis in order, I should 
be glad to do so, in order to make a quorum. 

Mr. MANGUM. I move that the Senator have 
permission to vote. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no ob- 
jection, the vote will be received. The Chair hears 
none, 

Mr. BENTON. I owe it to the Senate to say 
that, contrary to my usual custom, I did not vote 
at all, because | am wholly opposed to the raising 
of such a committee. But 1 would not see the 
Senate in trouble for want of a quorum, and I 
would be willing to throw in a vote that would 
count, if it be the sense of the Senate, in order to 
save going through with the whole ballot again. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
desire to vote? 

Mr. BENTON., Yes, sir. 

Mr. MANGUM. I move the Senator have 
permission to vote. 

Mr. BENTON. I neither desire nor decline to 
vote, but am willing to do it to save trouble. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. There is an addi- | 


tional vote for Mr. Cuay, on receiving Mr. Wes- 
srer’s ballot. 

Mr. BENTON. Very well; that makes a 
quorum. 


Tie VICE PRESIDENT. The vote now i 


stands: For Mr. Cray 28, Mr. Berr 1, Mr. Ben- 
ton 1, Mr. Maneum 1, and blank 4. Mr. Cray 
having received a majority of the votes, is of course 
elected chairman of the committee. 

Senators will prepare to vote for the remaining 
twelve members of the committee on one ballot. 

The ballots were again collected, but before the 
result was announeed— 

Mr. DOUGLAS said: At the time the ballot 
was going on, I was unable to lay my hands on 
the ticket containing the names to be voted for, 
and I now desire to vote. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair hears 
no objection and the Senator will be allowed to 
vote. ` 

Mr. Dov 


Taaa elAs having accordingly deposited his 


, 


| serving on the select committee. 


The VICE PRESIDENT announced that the 
votes cast were as follows: 


Mr. Cass... ...00002.30 Mr. Badgers... sses 2 
Mr. Dickinson mr] 8 My. Rusk. ..s ee cesses 2 
Mr. Bright.... ..28. . Mr. Dodge, W....... 2 
Me. Webster. -.30 Mr. Dayton.......+..2 H 
Mr. Phelps ... 3h Mr. Atchison.... ....1 
Mr. Cooper. .29 Mr. Smith.. wl 
Mr. King.. «2B Mr. Underwo 1 
. “Mr. Mason... 7.29 Mr. Corwin.. 1 
Mr. Downs .. Mr. Davis, Mi 1 
` Mr. Mangum. . Mr. Clarke.. 1 
a Mr. Bell... X Mr. Sturgeon al 
Mr. Berrien.. 29 Mr. Benton... el 


The result is, that the remaining twelve mem- 
bers of the committee will consist of Messrs. Cass, 
Dickinson, BRIGHT, WEBSTER, PHELPS, COOPER, 
Kine, Mason, Downs, Maneum, BELL, and BER- 
RIEN, those gentlemen having received a majority 
of all the votes cast. : * 

‘Mr. PHELPS. TI regret, sir, that 1 must beg 
to be excused from acting on this committee. The 
state of my health forbids that I should devote 
that attention to its duties which the importance 
of the subjects referred to it demands. There are 
other reasons, which will naturally suggest them- 
selves to gentlemen of the Senate, why I should 
be excused from any participation in this proceed- 
ing; but the reason that I decline on account of the 
state of my health will, I trust, be a sufficient rea- 
son why I should not be on the committee. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
excusing the Senator from Vermont from serving 
on the committee. : 

Mr. MANGUM. Ivery much hope that my 
friend will withdraw that motion. The committee 
will accommodate their action so as to afford every 
convenience to the gentleman. I hope, therefore, 
he will withdraw his request. 

Mr. PHELPS. I think there can be no diffi- 
culty about this matter. I have considered from 
the outset that the appointment of this committee 
would result in nothing more nor less than the ex- 
pression of opinion on the one side and the other, 
and probably we shall get nothing new upon the 
subject—nothing except what Senators have al- |! 
ready expressed in their places on this floor. But, 
sir, this question has assumed an importance in 
the country, which will render it necessary for 
every man on this committee to be prepared to 
vindicate his course. And l may be permitted to 
say that J think, in all human probability, to say 
nothing more, that the result of the whole pro- 
ceeding will be unsatisfactory to my constituents | 
and to myself. Under these circumstances, I 
should feel myself compelled, if assigned to the 
committee, to prepare my own opinions for my 
own vindication, to be spread before the country, | 
which is more than my feeble health would pos- 
sibly allow. I hope, therefore, that I shall be ex- 
cused. 

Mr. WEBSTER. J hope the honorable mem- 
ber from Vermont will withdraw his application, 
and the committee will doubtless act in view of the 
state of his health. If the mere fact of having 
been opposed to the raising of the committee, and 
having expressed great doubts whether good re- 
sults would come from it, be allowed as a reason 


À C | be a motion. 
for being excused—if that example should be set, ʻi 


Senator from Alabama, [Mr. Kine]—it now being 
in order, I renew the motion I made last evening, 
that all memorials and remonstrances lying on the 
table, germane and relevant to this subject, be 
taken from the table and referred to this commit- 


tee. 

Mr. BENTON. I would earnestly ask the Sen- 
ator from New Hampshire to withdraw his mo- 
tion for a moment, that I myself may: make a mo- 
tion pertinent to the case. lask him to withdraw 
it but for a moment. 

Mr. HALE. Certainly. 

Mr. BENTON. Then, Mr. President, I offe 
an instruction to the committee-— 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I feel compelled, with great 
reluctance, to interfere with either the Senator from 
Missouri or from New Hampshire. I do not wish 
to dispense with the special order for anything that 
will take up time. 

Mr. BENTON. It will take but a little time, 
sir. Lask, does the Senator yield? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I prefer that the Senate 
should determine. 

Mr. BENTON. Does the Senator yield fora 
moment? 

Mr: DOUGLAS. 
much time. 

Mr.BENTON. The day is yet before us, and 
there is plenty of time left. I propose the follow- 
ing: 

“That the said committee be instructed to report sepa- 


I will, if it does not take up 


| rately upon each different subject referred to it, and that the 


said committee tack no two bills of different natures to- 
gether, nor join in the same bill any two or more subjects, 
which are in their nature foreign, incoherent, or incongruous 
to each other.” 

Mr. BADGER. I object to its consideration. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. This resolution of 
course lies over one day, except by unanimous 
consent. 

Mr. BENTON. I beg pardon; it isnot a reso- 
tion. Itis a mere motion of instruction, reduced 
to writing for convenience. It is like all other 
instructions to a committee; and | take it, sir, that 
because this motion is reduced to writing it does 
not follow the rule in regard to resolutions. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If it is not a reso- 
lution the Chair has misunderstood it. 

Mr. BENTON. Yes, sir, it isa mere motion 
reduced to writing for convenience. If preferred, 
I would deliver it orally, and let it be taken down 
by the Clerk, as has been done during the whole 
progress of this question 

Mr. BADGER. Mr. President—— 

Mr. WEBSTER, (in his seat.) It is an inde 
pendent resolution, which lies over one day. ' 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Gentlemen will 
please suspend for a moment until the Chair ex- 
amines the rule. 

Mr. BENTON. If this is thrown over one 
day, in the mean time the commitiee may act. 
One day now is three days, sir. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is of 
opinion that, as this is not a formal resolution, 
and has not the word resolved in it, it may perhaps 
The Chair, however, finds that on 
a resolution being introduced that a bill should be 


I should be obliged perhaps to follow it. I hope, 
sir, the honorable member wiil be kind enough to 
withdraw his application. If not regularly, the 
state of his health may at least allow him to meet 
occasionally with the committee, who, I doubt not, į} 
will make their sessions convenient for him. He || 
will, therefore, be conferring a favor on the Senate | 
by withdrawing his application. i 

Mr. PHELPS. A word more. I cannot, in | 
justice to myself, withdraw this application. The ! 
subject is with the Senate, and if they do not see 
fit to gratify me in this particular, why, of course, 
E must make the best of my position. 

Mr. MANGUM. 
Senate will not accord the request. If my friend 
is put to any inconvenience, on the score of health, 
in this matter in the future, I will yield to any re- || 
quest for his personal convenience and comfort. |! 

The question was then taken, and the Senate |: 


refused to excuse the Senator from Vermont from li 


Mr. HALE. Jn accordance with the suggestion | 
made by the Senator from Indiana, on the other |! 
side of the Chamber, that if nobody else would | 
renew the motion I had made, after the appoint- |} 


ment of this committee, he would—and which | 


|| 
| 
| 
i 


motion I waived only after the suggestions of the i 


l 
i 

I hope for the present the || m 
i 


read a second time ata certain period, the ques- 
tion was raised whether it did not come under the 


: rule requiring, if objection was raised to its con- 
; sideration, that it should lie over one day, and the 


presiding officer decided that it did. The Chair, 
therefore, will be bound by that decision, though 
of the impression that it is not within the rules, 
Mr. BADGER. I wish to say a word in regard 
to the objection I have raised. There is no sub- 
ject now before the Senate, to which the paper 
sent by the Senator from Missouri to the Chair 
can be attached orappended. The Senate has not 
before it any resolution to raise or instruct a com- 


ittee. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair has de- 
cided the question, and unless there is an appeal, 
of course this debate is out of order. 

Mr. BENTON. Oh, | will not appeal, sir. 

Mr. HALE. Theni renew my motion. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Icallfor the special order. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Illinois insists upon the execution of the special 
order. 

Mr. HALE. I suppose I have the right to 
have a vote of the Senate on my motion? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks 
the special order takes precedence. 


781 


ness when the Senate adjourned. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. It was, perhaps, 


substantially the same motion, though not the | 


same in terms. 


Mr. HALE. Yes, sir, precisely the same, for i 


I submitted itin writing. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The distinction the 
Senator will notice is this: The Senator in his mo- 


tion yesterday assumes that the subject was under | 


consideration, and proposed to refer it; and now 
he proposes to proceed to the consideration of the 
preliminary question—a proper question undoubt- 
edly. 

Mr. HALE. lask that the motion may be 1ead. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

<c That all petitions and remonstrances received this ses- 
sion on the subjects mentioned in the resolutions of the 
Senator from Kentueky (Mr. CLay] and the Senator from 
Tennes: 
thirteen, 
committee. ?”? 

Mr. HALE. That isthe motion I made yes- 
terday, sir. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The effect of that 
motion is to proceed preliminarily to the consider- 
ation of what it is proposed to refer. 

Mr. BADGER. I desire to call attention to the 
real position of affairs. On the motion of the Sen- 


ator from Ilinois, [Mr. Douexas,] who has charge | 
of the California bill, the Senate this morning | 


passed a vote directing the taking up of the Cafi- 
fornia bill. The Senate then by a vote ordered the 


until after the Senate had appointed the committee 


under the resolution adopted yesterday, and to be \i 


immediately thereafter the special order. 


der, it is true, hut your rules declare that unfin- 


ished business shall take precedence of all special | 


orders, 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Assuming the mo- 


tion to be what the Senator declaresit to be, it was | 
moved yesterday and remained undisposed of at | 
Then, when the special orders | 
were moved, it would naturally have had priority, ° 
but for'some reason the Senate, by an express vote, | 
‘| was first mentioned, I stated that the committee |! 


the adjournment, 


ave priority to another subject. This motion the 
Chai thinks thereby lost its priority. 

Mr. WALKER. Why was this motion pcst- 
poned? It was on its being objected that it could 
not be put until the committee was raised. Now it 
is objected that it is not in order because the com- 
mittee is raised. Is that the way motions are to 
be treated by the Senate ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair decided 
this motion to have priority when the special or- 


ders were moved, but the Senate, from some cause, | 


took up another subject instead of this, and it 
thereby lost its priority. The Chair had decided 
its priority before the Senator withdrew it. 

Mr. HALE. It was withdrawn atthe sugges- 
tion of the Senator from Alabama, that it would 
be more opportuvely considered after the commit- 
tee had been raised. It was to restore'it after the 
committee was appointed that I withdrew it. 

Mr. WALKER. That was the understanding, 
sir. 


Mr. BADGER. Here is what the Senator over | 


the way [Mr. Waker] has not taken notice of— 


the intervening act of the Senate which lost to the | 
motion its priority. At the suggestion of the Sen- || 
ator from Alabama, it was withdrawn until the |! 


committee should be appointed, but before the 


committee was appointed a Senator moved that the | 


California bill be taken up. The Senate accord- 
ingly did take up the California bill, and thus gave 


it priority over all the other orders of the day. : 


Having done that, its further consideration by a 
vote of the Senate was postponed—until when ? 
Until the committee was elected, when it was de- 
clared that it should be immediately made the 
special order. 


tion of the Senator from New Hampshire lost its | 


priority. i 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The first business 


in order is the bill for the admission of California. ‘i 


The bill will be read. 
Mr. HALE. 


Mr. HALE. At the suggestion of friends, to |! 


whose advice I yield, I withdraw the appeal for 
the present. 


sce, [Mr. BeLL,] referred to a select committee of 
he taken from the table and referred to the same © 


That is the way in which the mo- |: 


I appeal from the decision of the $ 


I had a 
couversation with the Senator from Hinois, in 
which J stated that I had heard that of the six 
committee-men appointed on the late mournful oc- 
| casion, perhaps two of them only might leave 
‘| Washington, and that in that event the absence of 
i those two might not form any consideration for in- 
: terrupting the progress of this bill if we were upon 
it. 
| nothing absolutely definitely settled upon in regard 
į to the matter, and of course it may happen that 
the whole six will be absent. Now, the point 
upon which I wish to have this understanding be- 
tween the Senate and the member charged with 
this bill is, that, in the event of the number of six 
going with the remains of our lamented colleague, 
ian their absence this business shall not be urged to 
a vote. It is highly improper, it seems to me, 
i that it should be taken up during their absence. 

i Mr. DOUGLAS. Upon that point I am con- 
strained to say, for myself, that 1 should not feel 
i authorized to ask the Senate to take a vote on any 
if 
| 


į test question during the absence of six members 
‘of this body on a duty like that. J should not 
feel it right to press it. My only object was to 
take up the bill and to go on and consider it so 
lorg as this objection did not exist; and when we 
arrived at a point where we were likely to havea 
vote taken that might be deemed a test vote, I 


il the committee should retarn. 
‘| Mr. CLAY. That is exactly in conformity 
| with the liberal, manly course of the Senator; and, 


0 . i; with that understanding, I hope the bill will be | 
Mr. WALKER. That makes it a special or- i 


| taken up. 
THE ADMISSION OF CALIFORNIA. 


‘| The bill for the admission of California was 
il then taken up and read. 


under consideration in Committee of the 
Whole. 
Mr. MASON. When the absence of the com- 


mittee alluded to by the Senator from Kentucky 


as 


| would leave this city on Monday next, and would 
| probably be absent ten or twelve days; and | ex- 


subjects now before the Senate, which are of so 
much importance and interest to the country, 
would not be acted upon; and I understood that 
expression to meet the approval of gentlemen on 
both sides of the Chamber. {did not mean that 
no test vote should be taken, but that there should 
be no action upon either the California bill or the 
territorial bill; being these subjects in which are 
really involved the questions which should be 
delayed until the return of the committee. } meant 
i! that there should be no consideration of these sub- 
jects; because 1 confess, as one of that committee— 
and I presume it will be equally so with the rest— 


my duty to my constituents if l -were not present 
upon all occasions whenever these subjects are 
considered. 

Now, 1 would respectfully say to the Senate 
that there is a mass of business which remains to 
be acted upon; some of great importance, and more 
of general interest to the country, and other busi- 
ness of a more private character, which might well 
i occupy the Senate during the absence of the com- 
mittee. And I submit that it should be under- 
stood by the Senate that while the committee will 
i!i be absent, these subjects, which are now in con- 
i! templation, should not be brought up before the 


mittee are to be absent is an important one; it was 


| discharged with great solemnity. But I presume 
the committee will be back in ten days, possibly 
|! in Jess time; and I submit that those subjects to 
1, which Senators have alluded should not be acted 
j! upon in the mean time. 

| Mr. WEBSTER, (in his seat.) Name a day. 
ii Mr. MASON. 

i a day, because, although the place of interment 
has been suggested, and probably designated, by 
the authorities of South Carolina, with the con- 
currence of the family of the deceased, it may be 
ji that we shall be enabled to return without going 
į! any further than Charleston, or it may be that we 


ti 


But I understand this morning that there is | 


i should feel constrained to say, for one, that there | 


further consideration of the bill to be postponed [was an tiene propriety m: a Tt untl | 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill is now | 


pressed the hope that during their absence the | 


I could not consider myself properly discharging | 


Senate. The melancholy duty on which the com- | 


imposed upon them by the Senate, and it must be | 


It is impossible for me to name | 


shall have to:go to Columbia. If we go- no fur- 
ther. than. Charleston, we may. be back in. eight 
days; but if we go to Columbia, we may. not be 
back for twelve days.from Monday next.. | think 
that this subject ought to be postponed. until next 
Monday two weeks; though the committee may 
possibly be back sooner. . 

A gentleman near me has made the suggestion, 
in which } most heartily concur, that during. that 
time the subjects embraced in the resolutions re- 
ferred to the committee of thirteen be not acted 
upon. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, I will not 
place any wish of my own in opposition to the 
wish of the Senate. If it be the wish of a ma- 
jority of the Senate that the ‘subject should be 
postponed for the time indicated, 1 shall interpose 
| no objection, for the reason that, if we cannot 
| take a test vote, 1 do not see the use of occupying 
the time of the Senate with the subject, especially 
as there is important business of a local character 
on hand. 1 shall, therefore, under the circum- 
stances, interpose no objection to the postpone- 
ment until Monday two weeks, if it is to be then 
made the special order. 

Mr. WEBSTER. Nothing is more proper 
than that this important measure should not be 
proceeded with to any considerable extent, or 
with regard to important particulars, in the ab- 
sence of so large a number of the Senate, on the 
service of the Senate, as this committee now con- 
i sists of. [ do not know that any discussion 
ought to be gone into; because it is difficult to see 
what the test vote may be. The vote to. postpone 
from day to day, may, under some circumstances, 
be a test vote. I wish, however, that the earliest 
day may be agreed upon that would answer the 
purpose of the honorable member from Virginia, 
and the gentlemen who are to proceed with him; 
because, if circumstances of any kind should de- 
|| lay their return, it would, of course, always be in 
the discretion of the Senate to postpone the sub- 
ject further, until the committee return. The 
great object, I think, is not so much to fix a par- 
i; ticular day, though it is highly important to have 
| an early day fixed, as it is to come toa resolution; 
| I donot mean a formal resolution, but to come to 
a decision that, when the time comes to take up 


i! 
ii 
i 


|| this important measure, we will proceed with it, 
|| and decide it. Ifthe honorable member thinks a 
i week from Monday next will answer the pur- 
|| pose, subject to a postponement in case the com- 
| mittee should not return, 1 should. prefer that 
| course to be pursued, 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I would suggest that it be 
postponed till Monday week, with the understand- 
ing, that if the committee shall not then have re- 
turned, the subject shall not be taken up till they 
do return. 

Mr. WEBSTER. That is just what I sug- 
gested; though I suppose the consideration. or fur- 
ther postponement of the subject will be in the 
discretion of the Senate when the timé comes. I 
make the motion that it be postponed ull Monday 
week, 

Mr. KING. I would suggest to my friend 
| that it is obvious it will be better, and render this 

thing less doubtful, if we postpone to the longest 
|i day mentioned, or any distant day certain, with 
the understanding that as soon as the committee 
return, the Senate can act upon it and take it up; 
whereas if we postpone to a shorter day, it will 
| require express action of the Senate in order to 
postpone it still further. In the one case, if the 
committee return, there can be no objection to 
taking it up; in the other, if they do not return, 
| it will require action upon it te postpone it sull 
further. It will be better that it be postponed two 
| weeks, with the understanding that if the commit- 
tee return sooner it can be taken up. 

Mr. HALE. | wish to make a single sugges- 
| tion in reference to this matter. I hope the Sen- 
ate will take the day indicated by the Senator keom 
Virginia, for this reason: There may be other 
Senators who are desirous of availing themseives 
of the opportunity afforded by the absence of this 
li committee, knowing that important business is 
i not to be transacted in their absence, to absent 
| themselves for a short time. Such an arrange- 
ment would be convenient to all the Senators. I 
know that some Senators are anxious to leave the 
city for a few days, and have been deterred, from 
a wish to be here to record their votes. 1 hope, 
with this view, it will be postponed two weeks. 


i 
| 
| 
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“Mr BUTLER. dei 
to discuss this subject, bat-I do rise to express my 
surprise that the California bill is to be taken up 
and discussed inthis Senate, whilst all other mat- 
tera in‘relation to’ slavery, and the admission of 
California herself, Have. been referred toa commit- 
tee of thirteen. , The great-end-of that commiutzee 
will -be-defeated if this course. of proceeding shall 
be'taken. - Dacquiesced-in the raising of that com- 
mittee; and would: carry out-every pledge which 
was implied in my support of it. But t: under- 
take to say, that if this course of proceeding be 
taken; those who ere ranning the race for Califor- 
fia will find themselves mistaken, and l-say to | 
California sat cita si sat iuto. 

Me CLAY: Mr. President, the Senator from 
imois ‘has. moved-to take wp the Cahfornia bill, 
but my friend from South Carolina is mistaken if 
he supposes that that bill, sanding by itself and 
alone, isto pass this Senate without a struggle, 
and, [trast,a successful one. 1 have gat amend- 
ments now in my hand, attaching to it the territo- 
rial bills, whenever the proper me may arise to 

- present them. [ have also prepared amendments 
providing for the settlement of the Texas boundary 
question, which [ may, or may not, think proper 
to offer. But, beyond all doubt, L shall move to 
amend the bill by adding to it the territorial bills. 
And Í hope, from all the demonstrations that have 
been made, that there can be but little doubt that 
the majority of the Senate favor such a propo- 
sition. 

Mr. BENTON. The Senator from Kentucky 
has amendtnents in his hand to offer to the bill, 
and I have got the parliamentary law in my hands 
to show that he will undertake to do a thing which 
is flagrantly illegal, and violative of parliamentary 
law. : 

MreCLAY.. One word, sir. 1 know the char- 
acter and eminence of the Senator from Missouri 
for dwelling on parliamentary law; but L will take 

issue with him on his parliamentary law, and 1 

will show that no such parliamentary law exists 

in any parliament on earth, 

Mr. BENTON, 1 will meet the Senator on 
that point, then. And if I can show him four 
good large volumes, I will show him that there is 
such a law, and L will make it a case of profert in 
open court. He is to go out denying the laws 
when four quarto volumes which contain it ave 
produced and read. We will see about it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I would ask the attention of 
the Senate to this point. Let the motion to post- 
pone be withdrawn, and the ‘amendments be sub- 
mitted simply that they be printed. Ido not make 
that motion, but simply make the suggestion. 

Several Senators. No, no. 

Mr. CLAY. I trust the Senator will agree with 
me that it is unnecessary to print them. ‘The 
amendments which L shall move, are, in fact, the 


bills reported by the Senator from Linois, and- 


< which have already been printed. But he has it 
in contemplation to offer an amendment which is 
yet in manuscript, and which ought to be printed. 
There ought also to be printed the ordinance of 
the Convention of California, which I think has 
hot yet been printed. It is unnecessary to print 
the bills which I shall offer as amendments, be- 
cause they have already been printed. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I concur with the Senator 
from Kentucky that it is unnecessary to print the 
amendments, as it seems they have already been 
printed. “After the question on the motion to post- 
pone shall be taken, I shall move to print the ordi- 
nance alluded to by the Senator from Kentucky, 
together with my “Own amendment to the bill. - 

The question being taken on the mation to post- 
pone to Monday fortnight, it was adopted. 

The motion to print was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing. 

Mr. HALE. I now move the resolution which 
I offered yesterday, and which, L give notice, | 
will not withdraw for anything. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

© That all petitions and remonstrances received by the 
Senate this session on the subjects embraced in the reso- 
dations of the Senator from Kentucky {Mr. CLAY] and the 
Benator from Tennessee, (Mr. Bern} which resolutions 
Were referred to a select committee of thirteen, be (aken 
from the table and referred to the same cominittee.” 

On this motion the yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BADGER. I rise to have the judgment of 
the. Chair upon this subject. There is a great 
namber of papers, petitions, and remonstrances on 


Mr. President, I de not rise |} 


Clay, Davis of Mi 


the matters ‘proposed to be referred by that mo- 
tion: I do not see how the Senate tan take up the 
whole of this class of petitioris at once. i 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If objection is made || 
to their being taken together, they can undoubt- 
ediy be taken separately. 

Mr. BADGER? Then I raise the objection. 

Mr. HALE. I will then ask of my honorable 
friend who, in that case, will it be that consumes 
the. time of the Senate? I am-willing to take the 
question on the whole of these petitions inà lump. 
But.if the honorable Senator insists on a division, 
and having the yeas and nays called on each peti- 
tion, Upon’ his head, and not on mine, rests the 
responsibility. oe 

Mr. FOOTE. I will move. an amendment, in 
the spirit of compromise, which I think will ob- 
viate the objection of my friend from North Caro- 
lina. itis this: : 

s So far as the objects stated in the same are not repug- 
nant to the Consti ution of the United States, not violative 
of the principies of good faith, and not incompatible with 
the peace and happiuess of the Republic.” 

Mr. BADGER. Laccept that and withdraw 
my objection. 

Mr. ATCHISON moved to lay the motion of 
the Senator from New Hampshire upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. HALE the yeas and nays 
were ordered. 

The question being taken, it resulted as follows: 

YHAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Beil, Borland, Butler, 

sippi, Dickinson, Dodge of lowa 
Downs, Foote, Hunter, Junes, King, Mangum, Mason, Mor- 
ton, Pierce, Rusk, Sebastian, Soulé Sturgeon, Turney, 
and Yulee—24, 

NAYS—Messrs. Baldwin, Bradbury, Bright, Chase, 
Clarke, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Day ton, Dadge of 
Wi-cousin, Douglas, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Miter, Norris, 
Phelps, Sewar>, Shields, Smith, Spruance, Underwood, 
Walker, and Whiteomb—23. 

So the motion to lay on the table was agreed to. 

And then, on motion, the Senate adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, April 22, 1850. 
Mr. Speaker COBB called the House to order 
at twelve o’clock, 
The Journal of Friday was read and approved. 
The SPEAKER assigned the floor (from among 
Many competitors) to 
Mr. BOYD, who said that his object in rising 
was to move that Senate bill, No. 57, (the title 
whereof was not stated,) be made the special 
order for a certain day, and to enable him to make 
"that motion, he moved that the rules of the House 


be suspended. 

The SPEAKER said, the Chair would state in 
reply to the gentleman trom Kentucky,{Mr. Bo YD,] 
that no motion to suspend the ruies could be 
entertained at this time, because there was already 
a motion pending to suspend the rules, and unul 
that should have been disposed of, no other motion 
of the same kind would ve in order. 

Mr. GENTRY. Will the Chair be kind enough 
to state what the pending motion is? i 

The SPEAKER. Lt is a moton which was 
made by the gentleman from New York, [Mr. | 
Coneea,] to suspend the rules for the purpose of en- 
abling tum to offer a resolution. T'he resolution 
was read for information, and will now be read i 
again. It will be remembered by the House, that | 
the motion was made two weeks ago, on the last | 


day when motions of this character could be re- |} 


ceived, and that pending the motion the House i 
adjourned. That motion is the first business ir 
order to-day, being the first day since the resolu 
tion was offered when mouons to suspend the | 
rules could be received. 
RATES OF POSTAGE, &c. 

The resolution was then read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post || 
Roads be, aud they hereby are, instructed Lo report to this 
House, with as little delay as practicarle, a bill to abolish the 
frauking privilege, and for the reduction of postage to the 
tunorm rate, when prepaid, of two cents on letters weigh- jj 


ing NO more than one half ounce cach, and five cenis when H 
if 
i 


not prepaid; also providing that all newspapers within the |! 
county ol their publication, or the distance of thirty mites of 

the saime, may be reccived through the mails, by actual sub- :! 
scribers, tree of postage. : 


The resolution having been read— 


Mr. BROWN, of indiana, moved that it be laid 
upon the table. 
The SPEAKER. The resolution has not ye 
been received. A motion, therefore, 
the table cannot be entertained. 


i 

i 
if 
| 
i 
Hi 

i 


ty 
to lay it upon | 
If the resolution | 


; With power to ser 


should be received 
will be in order. 

The question was stated to be on the motion 
that the rules of the House be suspended for the 
purpose of enabling the gentleman from New York 
{Mr. Concer] to introduce the resolution asin- 
serted above. 

Mr. CONGER said that, as he desired to obtain 
an expression of the opinion of the House on this 
resolution, he would ask for the yeas and nays on 
the motion to suspend the rules, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The reading of the resolution was called for, 
and it was again read. 

Mr. FOWLER said he understood that a motion 
had been made to lay the resolution on the table, 
and that that was the question now before the 
House. 

The SPEAKER explained that the motion to 
lay on the table was not in order, because the 
resolution had not been received. 

The question, “ Shall the rules of the House be 
suspended ?’? was then taken. ; 

Mr. HALLOWAY, who was not in his seat 
when bis name was called, being, he said, unwell, 
asked the unanimous consent of the House to 
record his vote in the affirmative. 

Objection was made. 

The result of the vote was then announced 
yeas 92, nays 74, as follows: 

VEAS—Messrs, Alexander, Allen, Andrews, Ashmun, 

ker, Bennett, Bingham, Bissell, Bokee, Bouth Briggs, 
Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, ‘Thomas B. Butler, Joseph 
Cable, Caivin, Campbell, Cartter, Casey, Clark, Cleveland, 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cole, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, 
Deberry, Dimmick, Dixon, Duer, Durkee, Fiteb, Fowler, 
Gerry, Giddings, Gould, Harlan, Thomas L. Harris, Hebard, 
Henry, Hoagidhd, Howe, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. 
King, James G. King, John A. King, Preston King, Leffler, 


Levin, Liute field, Jub Mann, Matteson, McLanahan, Robert 
M. McLane, Meacham, Miller, Moore, Nelson, Nes, Olds, 
Otis, Peaslee, Peck, Phoeaix, Pitman, Patnatn, Reynolds, 
| Richardson, Rockwell, Root, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Saw- 
telle, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Stetson, Strong, 
Taylor, James Thompson, ‘Khurman; ‘Tuck, Van Dyke, 
Sinton, Wentworth, White, Wildrick, Wilson, and Win- 
throp—92. 

NAYS-—Messre. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bayly, 
Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Breck, William J. Brow 
Joseph P. Caldwell, Chandler, Chingi 
Doty, Duncan, Dunham, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, 
Freedley, Fuller, Gentry, Gorman, Hall, Hamilton, Haw- 
mond, Haralson, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, 
Haymond, Holladay, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, Joseph W. 
Jackson, Andrew Johnson, ‘Robert W. Johnson, Jones, 
Kauftnan, McClernand, MeDonald, McGaughey, Me Willie, 
Meade, Millson, Morehead, Morse, Morton, Orr, Ou law, 
Parker, Phelps, Potter, Powell, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, 
Savage, Shepperd, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, 
Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Jobn B. Thompson, 
Willian Lhoinpson, Underhill; Walden, Watkins, Wil- 
liams, and Wood—74. 

So two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 


rules were not suspended, and the resolution was 
not introduced. 
CUMBERLAND DAM. 

Mr. BOYD asked the unanimous consent of the 
Fouse to submit a motion that the Senate bill 
which he sent to the Clerk’s table, and the title of 
| which he asked might be read, should be made 
j the special order of the day for the 30th of this 
month. And he gave notice that if objection was 
made, he should move that the rules be suspended 
for the purpose of enabling him te submit the 
motion, 5 

The title of the bill was read, as a bill to provide 
for the repair and improvement of the dam at the 
head of Cumberland Island, in the Ohio River. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. BOYD moved that the rules be Suspended 
for the purpose of enabling him to submit the 
motion, 

Tellers (Messrs. Borp and Sueprerp) were 
appointed. g 

And the question was taken, and by ayes 60, 
noes not counted, was decided in the negative, 

So two-thirds not voting in the afirmative—the 


, à motion to lay it on the table 


Bocock, 
u, Burt, 
an, Conrad, Disney, 


i rules were not suspended. 
i INVESTIGATION—-THE SECRETARY OF THE 


INTERIOR. $ 

Mr. RICHARDSON asked the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to introduce the following reso- 
utons, and gave notice of his intention to move a 
suspension of the rules, if objection was made. 

E $ 

The resolutions were read as follows: 

Resolved, That a select committee of nine be appointed, 
id for persons and papers, to inquire and 
report to this House, whether Thomas Ewing, Secretary of 
the Interior, reopened and paid to G. W. & W. G. Ewinga 
claim against the United States Government, of §77,000, 
after the same had jbeen adjudicated and rejected by the 
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proper officer of the Government before said Ewing was || Chai inoi 
inducted into said office of the Interior; who were the f air, and hope that the gentleman from Minois 


agents and attorneys for said claim; what clerk in the office f {Mr. Ricnarpson] will accept it as a modification 
of said Departinent of the Interior had interest insaid elaiin, $ of his resolution. IP he does not, E then move it. 
aud bow said interest, if any, was acquired. li i SWA 

2d. Wheiher said Ewing Teo penei paid interest, to :! The substitute was read, as follows: 
the amount of $31,000, on the pension granted to Commo- |! 
dore James Barron, for services rendered in the Virginia | 
navy during the revolut onary war, afier the principal had | 
been fully paid and discharged; and if said interest was i 
paid, was it simple or compound; who was the gent or £ 
attorney for said claim; and the authority of law for such | 
payment, if any. H 

3d. Whether said Ewing reopened and paid a claim to a i 
person or persons on behalf of the Chickasaw Indians, of | 
$108,000, after the same bad been adjudicated and rejected 
by the proper officer of the Government. before said wing 
was inducted into the office of the Iuterior; who was the : 
agent Or agents, attorney or attorneys, and who was the : 
party or parties in interest, and whether either of said 
agents, attorneys, or parties in interest, heid at the time of | 
such payment any office under this Government, or now | 
holds such office, and ifso, what oflice. 

4th, Wheiter said Ewing usurped the power of appoint- 
mentin the Pension and General Land Office, and whether 
the same was a violation of law; also, whet! any clerk of 
said Ewing’s appointment reviews the opinions and decis 
ions of the Conmissioner of Pensions by order and direction 
of said Ewing, aud if so, the authority for such order and i! 
direction. i; 

Sth. What persons in office, by appointinent from said 
Fw ng, are correspondents for newspapers, their salaries 
aud what papers they edit or write for. 

Objection having been made— 

Mr. RICHARDSON moved a suspension of 
the rules to enable him to introduce the resolution, | came into office; that he inform the House fuliy what w 

: as 1 ag || the situation of the said claim when be came Into office: 

and on that motion, he said, he asked the yeas n on what evideuce, opinion, or authority, be allowed and 
and nays. j paid said claim; who was the agent or agents, attorney or 

Mr. GENTRY desired to ask a question. © | attorneys 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman could do so |. 


whether said agent, attorney, or pares in interest, Irid at 
only by unanimous consent the time of such payment, or now hold, any office under 
a p è 
No objection having been made— 


i this Government 
| 4th. Phat the said Secretary be directed to inform the 
Mr. GENTRY said that he and, he thought, | House whether he ex reised the power of appointment of 
most gentlemen on his side of the House were in i! clerks in the Pension Office and nie General Land Office : 
7 : ; ` ST a i and if so, by what authority of law? Also, whether any 
favor of some inquiry being made into the matters ii clerk appointed by him reviews the decisions of the Com- 
| 


to inform this House whether he reopened 
W. G. and G. W. Ewing a chim against the United Suites 
of $77,000, which had been adjudicated aud rejected by ue 


Was inducted into said office; that he state the nature aud 
character of said claim, the condition in whieh it was 
and what action had been had on it when he came into 


tate who were age 

er any clerk in the 
terest therein, 
quired, 


Deparunent of Wie Interior had any Hi- 


* of $31,009 on the pension granted to James Barron, for ser- 
; Vice. reudered in the Virginia navy during the revolution- 


| ary war, ater the principal had been fubly 
| 


charged; and if said interest s pud, was it simple or 
coinpound 2? Hf compound interest was puid, was it by the 
direction of said Secretary? and whether he bas authorized 
in any eae the payment of compound interest on any 
elaiin; aud that he state who was the agent or attorney fur 


the same. 

3d. That the said Secretary be also directed to inform the 
House whether he reopened and paid a chaim to any person 
or persons in behalf of the Chickasaw Ladi of $108,000, 
after the same had been adjudicated and ter by wb 
proper officer of the Government before the d Secretary 


i 
| 
i! 


referred to in this resolution, and he shouid not |) missioner of Pensions, by order and direction of said See 
object to the introduction of the resolution, if he 
could have the assurance of the genileman from 
Illinois [Mr. Ricuarpson] that he would not move 
the previous question, but would allow him (Mr. 
G.) to offer a modification. 

Mr. RICHARDSON said, he would state in 
reply to the inquiry of the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee (Mr. Gunrry] that, so far as he (Mr. R.) 
was concerned, the only object he had in view was || unanimons consent. 
toclisit an inquiry. If there was anything in the | Mr. GENTRY. 
resolution which was objectionable to any gentle- |; linois will adopt it. 
man in the House, and that gentleman would Mr. RICHARDSON. I cannot do so. 
suggest what it was, he (Mr. R.) was willing soto |) feats the very object L have in view. 
modify the resolution, and to put it in any form Mr. GENTRY yielded to 
which would effect the object designed to be ac- Mr. MEADE, who said it appeared to him that 
complished. À i the course proposed by the gentleman from Ten- 

Mr. GENTRY said he had no objection to the |; nessee [Mr. Genrry] was the proper one. The 
introduction of the resolution, | resolution of the gentieman from Hlinois seemed 
to assume the guilt of the Secretary of the In- 
terior 

Mr. GENTRY, (in his seat.) Thatis exactly 
the point of my objection. 


į tary; and if so, that he state the reasons and authority for 
; Such order and direction. 

| The substitute having been read— 

| The SPEAKER said, the Chair would state to 
the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Gentry] that 


| to the resolution of the gentleman from Iilinois 


I hope the gentleman from Il- 


It de- 


Mr. MOREHEAD desired to make an inquiry. || 


Mr. PRESTON KING, of inquired of the Speak- 
er whether this was resolution or petition day? 

The SPEAKER, It is petition day. 

Mr. KING. Iso understand. l have no ob- 
jection to make. 

Mr. MOREHEAD (speaking by general con- 
sent) said he concurred in the opinion of the gen- 
tileman from Tennessee, [Mr. Genrry,] thatsome 
inquiry into these matters should be made, but it: 
seemed to him (Mr. M.) that the regular mode of |: 
praceeding would be in the first instance to call lj 
upon the Secretary for information. He (Mr. H _rel 
M.) desired that such a call should be made and | He hoped the gentleman from Hlinois wanld ac- 
responded to; and if it should then be found that |! cept the amendment of the gentleman from Ten- 
‘| nessee. 
| 


from Tennessee; and he thought they should in 
the first instance call upon the Secretary of the In- 
‘| terior for information; when they obtained an 
answer, they could refer the communication to a 


whatever course they saw fit in relation to it. 


there was any necessity for the appointment of a 
committee he would vote for it. H Mr. RICHARDSON, (Mr. Geyrry further 
Mr. CARTTER expressed his desire to offer © yielding.) With the permission of the gentleman 
an amendment to the resolution. |; from Tennessee, I must be permitted to say that, as 
The SPEAKER said that no amendment was |; a Representative of the American people, it is my 
in order, the resolution not having yet been re- i: right and duty to call upon this House to investi- 
ceived. : +) gate the conduct of the officers of the Government, 
And the Speaker stated the question to be on. when reports have gone forth prejudicial to them. 
granting the unanimous consent of the House to || I do not pretend to say, Ido not know, whether 
the gentleman from Hlinois, [Mr. Ricnarnson,] ii these reports are true or not. But I consider it no 
to introduce the resolution, (the previous objec- || violation of official courtesy to raise a committee 
tion not having been insisted on.) to investigate the charges made by the public press 
No objéttion having been made— of the country, and which we hear every day on 
The resolution was introduced. the street, concerning the conduct of this high 
And having been again read— officer of the Government. The official organ of 
Mr. GENTRY said, I now offer a substitute || the Administration and of the Cabinet has declared 
for the resolution. The substitute contemplates || thatI will not pressthis resolution again in the shape 
precisely the same end as the resolution, but seeks || in which | first presentedit. { repeat, there is no vio- 
to arrive at it by a different process, and is more in į! lation of official courtesy. [do notassume in the 
consonance with the courtesy which ought to be 


|; resolution that these charges are true, The very 
observed between the codrdinate departments of |; object of raising the committee is to inquire wheth- 
this Government. I send the substitute to the || er they are true or not. If I assumed in the reso- 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be directed | 
and piid to Í 


proper ofi ers of the Government berore the said’Sueretary | 


office, and the evidence on which it was allowed; that he |: 
ts and attorneys for said claim 3 wheth- i 


and bow much interest, if any, was ac- ji 


io Qu. That the said Secretary be sJso directed to inform the 
House whether he reopened aud paid interest to the amount | 


said claim? and the Jaw or authority ander whieh he paid | 


and who was the party or parties in interest; and fi 


the resolution he had introduced as an amendment | 


: (Mr. Ricuarp=on] was not in order, except by ji 


Mr. MEADE, (continuing his sentence,) and i 
he should prefer the resolution of the gentleman | 


: committee, (if a committee should be considered i 
necessary,) and it would ve for the House to take | 


| lution that they were true, T should take another 
| course of action, F-should call upon the House 
| of Representatives -to prefer articles of impeach- 
iment. l see no necessity for the course which my. 
friend from Virginia, (Mr. Meane] dad m 
friend from Tennessee, (Mr. GENTRY} indicate as 
necessary to be pursued before the committee is 
raised. If the reports are untrue, if Mr. Ewing, 
the Secretary of the Interior, did not reopen the 
; claim of Ewing & Co. aftér the same had been 
adjudicated by the proper officer of the Govern: 
| ment, this committee will do him no harm, but, 
on the contrary, will satisfy the country that he 
has done nothing improper. If the claim Tor in- 
| terest of Commodore Barron had not been paid, 
and the interest refused before the Secretary of the 
i Imerior came into office, if it has not been re- 
: opened by him, and the interest allowed, this 
: committee can do him no harm. If it is true that 
he has done these things, | want the country to 
Know it. It is with this view that L propose to 
raise the committee, I do not propose to let Mr, 
Ewing put forth his aefence to the country—to 
forestall the public verdict before the facts can be 
fully and fairly presented. That is the reason 
why I think we should not call upon the Secretary 
to give his own account of the facts, but should 
| have them thoroughly investigated and brought 
| out to the public by a committee of this Flouse. 

| Mr. GENTRY resumed the floor and proceeded 
{i with his remarks. It did appear to him, (he said,) 
| 
| 


and he submitted it to the honorable gentleman 
i from Ulinois himself, to consider whether the 
| remarks which he [Mr R.] had made, did not con- 
i: Sutute good and sufficient reasons for the course 
i which he (Mr. G.) proposed, rather than the 
| course which the gentleman indicated. The gen- 
| leman had told the House that he made no 
| charges against this high official functionary of the 
|| Government—none whatever. The Secretary had 
no responsible nor respectable accuser. What did’ 
thegentieman from [llinois propose? He proposed, 
on the groand of rumor, vague rumor, which was 
heard in the street, and which had perhaps found 
its way into the newspapers, that this House 
should enter into a grave investigation, by a com- 
mittee raised especially for the parpose—a course 
i which, as the gentleman from Virginia had re- 
|: marked—seemed to assume the guili, the malfeas- 
ance, the existence of crime on the part of thet 
| high officer; which, if true, ought to evoke the 
: powet of impeachment which was conferred upon 
this House. Now, without questioning the fact 
that this House had the right to do this thing—he 
knew that the House was invested with high 
inquisitorial powers, and it ought to be. sensiuve 
how they cast imputations upon the honor of gen- 
tlemen and the purity of high functionaries of the 
Government without first knowing that there was 
geod foundation fer such imputations; but, with- 
out questioning the power of the House, he sub- 
mitted to the gentleman from Illinois, to every 
gentleman in the House, that they were bound to 
exercise this power in a just and proper manner, 
net in such a way as to become the vehicle of 
party clamor and party slander, but they should 
enter upon the performance of their high functions, 
which might result in an impeachment with a view 
to inflict injustice upon no one, but with the object 
of inquiring properly into the facts in the first 
instance by a call upon the Secretary—and after- 
wards by a committee, if the response should not 
be satisfactory. He could not persuade himself 
that any gentleman, even the gentleman from Hii- 
nois himself, if he would candidly, fairly look at 
the subject, would think the course suggested by 
the gentleman the proper course for the House to 
pursue in the first instance. What evil could 
; result from the course which he (Mr. G.) pro- 
_posed? They called upon the Secretary of the 
Interior to report all the facts; the Secretary re~ 
sponded to the call of the House; it was competent 
for the House to judge whether that response was 
satisfactory or not. The Secretary would submit a 
statement of his conduct, and the law and the autho- 
rity under which he acted: if he had been guilty of 
malfeasance, if he fad been guilty of any impro- 
priety or corruption in office, or the gentl: man from 
IHineis or any single member of the House should 
consider his acts reasonable ground for such be~ 
lief, would it not, then, be competent for the gen- 
tleman from Illinois to move his committee of 
investigation? When this House gravely under- 
took, upon its own motion, to institute a commit- 
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tee to. investigate these. charges, it was in some de- 
ree‘asguming their truth. ~ If the gentleman from 
Ilinois would make the charges, if he would make 
himself responsible: for them and. pledge himself 
to the House and the country to maintain them, 
there would then be a case in which a committee 
could properly. be raised... But until some respon- 
sible man did that, he considered that there was no 
propriety in-the coursesuggested by the gentleman 
from illinois.. On the contrary, the House owed 
it-to itself, as well.as to the country, to take the 
course which he (Mr. G.) suggested; it was the 
only. course consistent with. the dignity of the 
House, the only course consistent with a just-ap- 
preciation of its duties and responsibilities. 

Now, he desired to say to the gentleman from 
Illinois, that he had prepared the resolution,. and 
had been trying ail the morning to get the floor to 
introduce it as an independent resolution. The 
gentleman’s resolution had been objected to the 
other day by the gentleman from Georgia, not be- 
cause he was opposed to the investigation, but be- 
cause the inquiry was not couched in proper terms. 
He begged the gentleman from IHinois not to un- 
derstand him, (Mr. G.,) nor any gentleman on this 
side of the louse, to interpose any objection what- 
ever to submitting the conduct of this high func- 
tionary to the strictest scrutiny. He (Mr. G.) 
undertook to give no opinion on these points; he 
would state that he had had no conversation with 
the Secretary of the Interior; he held himself en- 
tirely uncommitted; and if it should turn out that 
he had been guilty of anything deserving the con- 
demnation of the House, he (Mr. G.) should stand 
with the gentleman from Ilinois, and would go as 
far as he who chose to go furthest in holding this 
high functionary of the Government to a rigid ac- 
countability; and he was sure there was no man 
on this side of the House who wished to screen 
him from it. The only question was, how were 
‘they to proceed properly, as became the high du- 
ties and responsibilities resting upon them. He 
was convinced if the gentleman from Ulinois would 
candidly Jook at the matter, he would see that the 
course he (Mr. G.) proposed was preferable, 
“When the Secretary of the Interior reported upon 
the points embraced in the resolution, then, if the 
gentleman was not satisfied, it would be his right, 
and it would become his duty, to move for a com- 
mittee of investigation, with power to send for per- 
sons and papers to controvert the statement of the 
Secretary of the Interior, to expose his conduet and 
to bring him to punishment, if it turned out that he 
deserved punishment. But now, to judge him 
first and try him afterwards—to assume his guilt, 
and raise a committee to try him, when there was 
no responsible accuser—what sort of a course was 
that? Was that consistent with justice—with the 
high responsibilities of this House? Should the 
House exhibit themselves as grave legislators pro- 
ceeding in the discharge of their duty to the coun- 
try, to investigate the conduct of a high public 
functionary from considerations of public good? 
or as partisans, turning aside from the legitimate 
sphere of their public duties, and making them- 
selves a conduit through which the most malig- 
nant anonymous libeler might spit forth his malice, 
and blacken the fair fame of those who occupied 
high public positions? He desired the subject to 
be investigated most thoroughly; and he hoped 
that the House would’ proceed to the work ina 
proper manner. He hoped the gentleman from 

Hinois would accept his amendment. 

Mr. RICHARDSON said, he must say he very 
much regretted that his friend from Tennessce 
{Mr. Genrry] pursued the course he had seen fit 
to. For himself, he (Mr. R.) was disposed to 
take no other course than the simple, straightfor- 
ward one. He did not desire that this thing 
should be gotten rid of by indirection. He told 


the gentleman from Tennessee, and he told the | 


House, that unless he was greatly deceived, unless 
he was greatly mistaken, every charge put forth 
in these resolutions would be established by proof 
that no man could controvert or deny. He had 
said that he knew nothing of the facts so far as 
his own personal knowledge was concerned. His 


information was derived from reliable sources. i 
His impression was that this claim of Ewing & Co. |} 


was rejected by Mr, Medill, the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs under Mr. Polk’s administration, 
and that it so stood until the present Administration 


and paid.. Such were the facts in reference to the” 


’ 


but he was quite sure that the course which the | 


HH 
it 


camelnto power, and that it had then been reopened | 


Barron claim and to the other claims, as he under- | 
stood from gentlemen who were prepared, when- 
ever this committee was raised, to come forward 
and support them by their testimony, Gentlemen | 
objected that this was not the proper course, and | 
said that the Secretary should have the oppor- 
tunity to defend himself ;. but could not that officer, 
he asked, come before the committee and vindicate 
himself if the facts would do it? Unlike the Sec- 
retary of War, against whom charges had been 
made in the public papers, we did not find the Sec- 
retary of the Interior coming forward and demand- | 
ing an investigation. There had been nothing 
against Mr. Crawford but newspaper report; upon 
„this report a committee had been raised, and were 
now engaged in investigation. Yet gentlemen 
told them that charges equally notorious and | 
equally condemning were- not sufficient. in this 
case to induce the House to enter into an investi- 
gation, but that if they engaged in it, they be- 
came the vehicle through which slandér would go 
out to the country. 

Mr. McLANE (Mr. R. yielding at request) 
wished to make the inquiry of the gentleman from 
Tennessee, [Mr. Gentry,] whether such a state- 
| ment as the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. Ricnarp- 
son] had made of his own individual belief in the 
correctness of these reports, was not sufficient to 
justify and require the House to raise a commit- 
tee to investigate the subject? 

Mr. GENTRY (the floor being further yielded) 
said, suppose Mr. Medill had ‘decided one way, and 
Mr. Ewing had decided the other way, upon this 
claim of Ewing & Co., were the House, therefore, to 
conclude that this latter decision was acriminal one? 
They every day invested these officers with judi- 
cial power—power to pass upon matters involving 
intricate questions of law and equity; and it might 
be a question, at least, whether the present Secre- 
tary had acted wisely and correctly, and yet if he 
had not, he might have had no criminal intentions. 
But the gentleman from Illinois, by his resolution, 
assumed the criminality of the Secretary, he (Mr. 
G.) thought. 

Mr. RICHARDSON (resuming) replied, no, 
that was the very point of the coniroversy. He 
proposed that the committee should be instructed 
to inquire into particular facts, and if they were 
found to be true, to call upon the Secretary to ex- 
plain the motives and reasons for his acts. The 
gentleman from Tennessee said that the cases 
might have been decided simply by the predeces- 
sor of the Secretary; if that were true, and if no ap- 
peal had been taken from his decision, he (Mr. R.) 
doubted the power of an officer who subsequently 
came in, to reopen and pay the claims. But this 
was the very point of the controversy—the very 
question to be inquired into by the committee; and 
he called upon the gentlemen present, if they 
meant to give this subject a fair investigation, to 
permit this committee to be raised. If it should 
turn out to be true that Mr. Ewing had done no 
wrong, that he bad violated no law, he was safe in 
the hands of this House. If he bad done wrong, if 
he had opened and paid these claims, and could 
show no good motive or reason for it, then it was 
proper that 1 should be known. Asa Represen- 
tative of the American people, he would not feel 
that he was discharging his duty unless he brought ; 
the Secretary to trial upon this conduct. 

Mr. VINTON obtained the Loor, and yielded to | 

Mr."MEADE, who suggested certain modifica- | 
tions in the resolutions, which were required, as | 
he considered, in courtesy to a eodrdinate branch | 
of the Government. 4 

Mr, RICHARDSON accepted the suggestion | 
of Mr. Meane, and modified his resolutions ac- | 
cordingly; which was by substituting the word | 
“exercised ” for the word “ usurped,” in the 4th | 
resolution, and by substituting for the 5th reso- | 
lution the following: 

“Whether any person or persons in offiee, by appoint- | 
ment from said Ewing, are correspondents or editors of | 
newspapers, and what papers they edit or write for, and : 
what their salaries.” ! 

Mr. VINTON said, as a matter of course he 
was desirous that all the facts in connection with | 


‘ 
! 
i 
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| the transaction referred to in these resolutions i 
| 


should be brought before House and the country; 


gentleman from illinois now proposed was without | 
any precedent in the history of this House. He | 


| thought the gentleman would search in vain to 


find any instance in which a committee of in- 


vestigation of the conduct. of any one of the Sec- 
retaries of any department of the Government 
had been instituted—which of itself, the very in- 
stitution of the committee, was regarded and treat- 
ed as a grave impeachment of the officer himself— 
without in the first place there being exhibited to 
the House a responsible accusation of facts estab- 
lished upon which the inquiry was instituted. In 
some instances these committees of investigation 
(for there had been very few of them in the whole 
history of the Government in which the conduct 
of a Secretary of one of the departments had been 
made the subject of investigation) had been insti- 
tuted upon a memorial communicated to Congress 
from some citizen of the United States accusing 
a public officer of misconduct in office. The 
first instance of which he had any knowledge 
was that of a memorial presented here by a gen- 
tleman who had been a Senator of the United 
States, and who, having been appointed minister 
to Mexico, resigned his seat, and while on his 
route to Mexico sent back a memorial to this 
House, making a grave charge and. accusation 
against the then Secretary of War, the distin- 
guished individual whose death we had all. re- 
cently had occasion to deplore. Upon these 
charges being communicated, made by a respon- 
sible accuser, a committee of investigation was 
appointed, and the individual from whom they 
came was sent for by this Elouse, arrested on his 
journey to Mexico, and brought back asa wit- 
Mss. “In all cases of investigations of this char- 
acter they had been founded upon charges made 
in the memorial of a citizen presented to the 
House, or upon a member rising from his seat, 
making the charges, and pledging himself to sus- 
tain them if a comittee were appointed. That 
was the case in reference to the charges against 
Mr. WEBSTER, submitted after he had retired 
from office. It would be remembered that a mem- 
ber of this House rose in his place, accused that 
gentleman while presiding over the State Depart- 
ment of embezzling the public money, and told 
the House if it would give him a committee of 
investigation he would make that charge good. 
The committee was raised under these circum- 
stances. In other instances, committees had been 
raised, as was the case with the committee re~ 
cently appointed, and who were now investi- 
gating the conduct of the Secretary of War 
relative to the allowance of the Galphin clain— 
where a public officer, for his own vindication 
from imputations made upon his personal or offi- 
cial integrity, had asked of this [louse a committee 
of investigation. Now here was a proposition 
which implied that this House believed in the 
truth of the charges implied, to raise a committee 
of investigation, which investigation, if it resulted 
in anything, must lead to the impeachment of the 
Secretary of one of the departments of the Gov- 
ernment; and this investigation was to be set on 
foot without any responsibility whatever. Now, 
if that could be done now, as a matter of course 
it would become a precedent for all future time, 
and no gentleman would have anything to do but 
to rise and move a committee of investigation 
against any public officer, without any charge be- 
iog made against him. In the case of charges 
made and an investigation being entered into, it 
was the duty of such public officer to leave all 
other business, and attend, day after day, the in- 
vestigations of the committee; he was bound to 
communicate the whole truth respecting his con- 
duct which might be called in question. Here 
was a resolution which proposed to inquire what 
had been officially done by the Secretary of the 
Interior, in respect to the allowance of certain 
claims in which he had no personal interest what- 
ever, and in which, so far as he (Mr. V.) could 
perceive, the Secretary could have had no improper 
motive of action. Instead of calling upon the 
Secretary to communicate the facts in his office, 
in regard to these rumors, a committee of investi- 
gation was proposed in the first instance, and 
without a solitary specific charge being made, to 
be raised—the appointment of which committee, he 
repeated, was of itself a serious charge—a charge 
which, of itself attracted the attention of the whole 
nation, implying that the officer had been guilty 
of such conduct as to call upon them, the grand 
inquest of the nation, to take preliminary steps 
towards his impeachment. Why if this was to 
be the case, what was there to prevent fifty com- 


mittees of investigation being raised in this House, 
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upon the conduct of publie functionaries, without 


any responsible accuser whatever. The gentle- 
man from lilinois [Mr. Ricrarpson] had said that 
he knew nothing of the truth of these charges, but | 
that he had the informati on frora somebody: who | 
was that somebody? If there was somebody 
who had communicated this information to the 


gentleman from Illinois, let that somebody come | 
let the charges he |: 
an | 


forward as a responsible person, | 
made in a proper form, and then an investi¢ 
of them be had. There was na gentler an on his 
side of the House, he took the respo ity of 
saying, who desired to conceal anythi: 
to the matier—there wes nobody who desired to 
prevent the facts, the whele facts from being pre- 
sented to the F 

tion w 


vas the 


to the public officers and to the 


Surely 
without 
derte 


€ ut any responsible accuser, would 
not unt to pass a vote of reprobation, of 
accusation against any public officer. Let the 
proper course be pursued, and as a friend of the 
Secretary of the Interior, he desired the fullest 
investigation to be had. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, said that it 
secmed to him that there ought to be but litte dif- 
ficulty in the question b fore the Hou Se, and that, 
so far as he was concerned, he could have no dif 
ficulty in deciding upon the course which it was 
necessary for him, afa Representative of the peo- 
ple, to pursue, in relation to it, ft seemed to him 
to be sufficient that am 


ake 


Government, and s stated his belief that t 


they were 
true. In pursuing such a course, the 


gentleman 


certain! y took upon himsclf a high degree of re- | 


and although he disciat imed 
tze of the ch rges, surcly 
ihe condition in which 


sponsibility, 
sonal knowle 
man would e 


any per- 


vy 1e would 


be placed, if these charges should turn out to be | 


futile or unfounied. ý 

Mr. ae TE desired to ask a question. 

Me. STA NTON yielded for the purpose. 

Mr, WHITE (scarcely heard) was understood 
to inguire, whether he understocd the gentleman 
as stating that the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 
Ricuarpson] had made any charges? 

Mr. STANTON (continuing) snid, he spoke o 
the charges which these gentlemen who opposed 
the resolutions in the form in which they were 
presented, said were to be inferred from the face 
of the resolutions themselves, If there were no 
charges, what objection could be made to the re- 
solutions? tHe understood that the ground of op- 
position to them was, that charges were to be 
inferred from these resolutions. Now, if there 
werethceharees, and there were the suspicions 


Mr. BAKER interposed, (Mr. STANTON yield- j 


ing the floor,) and was understood to ask, what the 
gentleman himself inferred from the resolutions? 
Mr. STAN NTO N (continuing said, that he in- 
ferred nothing. 
inquiry into certain facts, and into the circum- 
stances under which these facts occurred. If there 
was any infe o be drawn unfavorable to 
the Secretar y of the Interior, the responsibility 
rested with the meor of the resolutions. That 
gentleman had stated his belief, tnat he could sus- 
tain every fact which had been set forth. If there 
was no injurious charge, why did the friends of 
the Secretary of the Interior become so excited on 
the mere presentation of the proposition? 
did e 
from 


se 


en 
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using this languarge he did not exceed the truth) 
wW hy was all this excitement produced in the 
minds of the conductors of the organ, and of the 
friends of the Secretary of the Interior on this 
floor, if there was nothing in the facts presented 
by the gentleman Tom Dees 


the rolati Seld Té equivalent toa Vale of 
condemnation against the Secretary? 


e} 50 


o in regard | 
use and the country. The ques- i 
e proper racde—the mode |; 


this House, without the facts be- | 
YEE 


eraber rose in his place, | 
and preferred charges again a high officer of the | 


tlas 
no gentle- | 


fli 


The resolutions proposed an į 


Why |, 
an of the Secretary assail the gentleman | 
nois [Mr. Riewarnson] with charges 80 | 
Ni calumnious in their character? (and in | 


and w hich were i 


| Of the facts of the case he (Mr. S.) knew noth- 
jing. He was not disposed to suspect that the 
Ieee wy had done anythi 

l 


| taryyand a sense of justice to his friends, required 
that the resolutions should be passed in the forra 
in which they had been presented. There wasa 
reat difference between simply sending an inguiry 
ro the Serret ry of ine Departmen itand instituting 
an ing this House. ‘The 


K by a committee of 
l Secretary and iends ould | have every oppor- 
| tunity of justifyin: s, and of defending 
the action of the Admin n from injurious 
| suspicions. It was due to them; it was due to 


i 
j 

| 

| the character of the Administration; it was due to 
+ the character of the Government; it was due to the 
| people whose minds had, to a great extent, been 
i poisoned by suspicions against this distinguished 
| 

i 

| 

| 

i 

| 

j 


functionary, that the investigation should be made 
by the Raprespatarives of the 
ii In this course ing there was T, 
ji that he could se e atalli improper or unjust towards 
An article had been published in 


nothing 


| any individual. 


‘the Republic of Saturday last which, he supposed, 
it was 


| would throw some light upon the subject. 
| as follows: 

i; ir Mr. RICHAR 
the g 
| reso 


of the rules, or by some ott 
i him to rescue his own nama 
i ‘Let hint 
ee some rü: 
tions. And 
good care that their rep rt a 
laid before the p 
undor the accu 
This w 

i| mark) what h 
li bility of a fai 
i upon the ge 
son.] He had 

I sibility upon cv 


Ute. 
uw tat 
onint 
ad let him tak: 


as 


e nad airet sy sonsi- 


ihe Committee. 
ii ein the 


the 


i ee to Silen } e would 

| House. it was as follows: 
f «He wi ishes no committees; he de: 
| sof his 


resolutions are fais se 


resolutions O apon the rules or the 
House and the 
miny of exp 
i the tone of ¥ 
fin Yui they were presented. 
Now here (Mr. S, continued) was a direct chal- 
Jenge—a chalienge to a course of conduct impos- 
ing, as he had said, heavy respon 
the gentleman from Hlinois—a responsibility from 


which, as the gentleman had abundantly shown 


> inferences are deducible from 


i and the question was, whe 
| the other side of the House would shrink from the 
| responsibility of the investigation? For himself, 
` he (Mr. S.) made no charges and indulged in no 
| suspicions. He had no desire to indulge in any 
| 

| 


suspicions. His earnest desire was that the acen- 
| sations might turn out sto be untrue; and that all 
ithe suspicions which for many days and weeks 
! had been industricusiy cirenljated against the char- 


“acter of different members of the Cabinet, might 
prove to be whoily without foundation. 
Mr. TOOM BS said that he had objected 


introduction of this res anon when it was 
offered on sccount of the terms in which i 

couched, as well as the formin which it ee 
to put theinquiry. He hoped the gentleman í 
Dlineis would not be induced to vielate one of 
great principles of legislative inguiry. If 

gentleman was willing to assume the res; ponsibil 
|; ity of making these charges against the Secretary 
i: of the Interior, he hoped the House would he 

| him, and would give bim an opportunity to sus- 
a tain these charges. But if the gentlemen had no 
, other authority for these charges than out-of-door | 
phs which had appeared in 


i: reports, and para 


poer 


ig wrong; but in hig | 
(Mr. 8.’s) jadgment, the character of the Secre- | 


people themselves, |i 


sam carti- | 


tegestion aL he cannot know to be 
j; true, bec: not tue, He stubs at ebaracter in the 
f dark. ife vé tions ander the flimsy disguise of 


to save bim from the igno- | 


s and the manner | 


ity upon: 


i this morning, he had no disposition to shrink; : 
ther the gentlemeri oni 


:| mem 


ihat : 


i be placed on these was sufficiently evident from 
what the gentleman from Tennessee had just read 
—he did not regard that as sufficient to justify thie 
proceeding. The press, he regretted to say, had 
| degenerated into a mere national common sewer 
‘of falsehood and detraction. That is what the 
pices has become, and there should at least. be 
| found one man who was not afraid to say it. The 
In newspaper press had become so degraded that it 
i has lost the power to injure any one, since it has 
| become the vehicle through which the host of 
| petty scribblers, infesting every avenue and thor- 
| ougnfare, vented their malignity and falsehoods. 
| And would the House be ready to grant a com- 
| mittee of this inquisitorial character on no higher 
| authority than this street press? 
| He reminded the [louse that the Constitution 
j and laws secured every man against malicious 
| prosecution, by attaching responsibilities to prose-~ 
i cutors. In the case of the ‘Doorkeeper of this House, 
| specific charges were exhibited against him, be- 
| fore a committee of investigation was granted. 
‘| The gentleman from Illinois may have seen these 
| charges preferred against the Secretary and may 
believe them. But he does not stand forward here 
to vouch for any of these charges. If the gentle- 
man from Illinois had made hisel? the responsi- 
ble accuser in this case, the question would have 
stood m „totally different ground, 
Mr. RICHARDSON (Mr. Toomss yielding 
e ae se the purpose) stated that he knew 
inothing personally of the truth or falsehood of 
these ch ses. He knew them only from others, 
an through the public press, 
$ ir. TOOMBS, (resuming.) Let those others 
“|| one here. He was not willing to vote for the 
i 


a 
Pin 


-i| committee ‘to investigate charges of this serious 
| import, unless they were brought forward by, 
l some vespo onsible accuser, 
| My McCLERNAND (Mr. Toomns yielding 
the Hon) wished to puta question to his friend 
from Tilinois. He hod said that he had obtained 
the facts embraced in these charges from various 
sources. Did thet gentleman believe these facts 
to be true? . 

Mr. RICHARDSON stated that his object. in 
moving for this committee was to bring these per- 
sons from whom he had received his information 
before that committee to give their testimony. ` 

Mr. TOOMBS, (resuming.) Heknew that such 
; was the object of ‘the gentleman. But he objected 
i to this mode of procedure as contrary to the legis- 
lative practice In such cases. The effect of this 
innovation on the established course, would be to 
ble any individual to introduce charges against 
any public officer, and to demand the appointment 
of a committee to investigate these charges. And 
there was an important reason why this course 
should not be admitted into practice. An indi- 
vidual who comes forward and calumniates a pub- 
lic officer by false charges, occupies the position of 
a libeller, and as such, is amenable to the laws. 

3ut when a gentleman rises on this floor to make 
charges, he exercises merely his high privilege as a 
rer of this House, and incurs no legal Sets 


ena 


ji alty as a libeller who SAN Pa s slanders without 
the violation of pariu privilege, Let 
those who hav isned the gentleman from 


: Hlipeis with the larman on which he founds 
his ch this House and exhibit them. 
He is not a libeller who will noido this. 

Mr. T. then read a clause from the Constitution, 

ich speures an individual from having his 
acy invaded, and all his papers ransacked and 
ed, because vague and unauthorized charges 
m rade against him. And isa mar to be de- 
přived of the rights secured to every citizen as 
soon as he becomes an officer of the United States? 
These resolutions give authority to sieze every- 
body’s s papers. In the case of any citizen, no such 
search can be made unless under the authority of 
l a warrant issued on the oath or affirmation of the 
He accuser. Has any one come forward in this case 
| ‘to verify these charges on oath? The gentleman 
i| from Illinois says no ope has done so. If the 
gentleman would bring forward his charges on 
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u thepublic newspapers—-and how little faith was to ii any responsible authority, and would submi the 
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charge and the authority, then let the House act 
upon them. But he was unwilling to consent 


that the 


from an irresponsible source. . i 
He contended -further that the adoption of this 
_ resolution would be a violation of the spirit of that 


great principle of law, which provides that no man | 


shall be held to answer to a criminal charge unless 
guch charge shall.be made on oath or affirmation. 
He called on the House not to prostitute their 
great constitutional power of impeachment, granted 
for the highest. and noblest purposes, merely to 
subsérve the purposes of party. He trusted that 
the House would be ready to stand upon.a princi- 
ple which would give dignity and strength to their 
exercise of this power. Let them adopt the reso- 
lutions of the gentleman from Tennessee, inquire, 
properly into the facts, and then if further inquiry 
should be deemed proper upon the facts disclosed, 
the proposed action might ther be proper. . 
Mr. ROBINSON said it had not been his 
intention to say one solitary word upon the ques- 
tion before the House. He knew nothing of the 
question. He had‘not undertaken to investigate 
it in the slightest degree. But the debate had 
taken so extraordinary a range, and, it seemed to 
him, had been marked by such strange conjectures 


in regard to the appointment of this committee, 


that he felt compelled to submit a very few re- 
marks. Ever since he had begun to take notice 
of political affairs, it had been a standing cry of 
the opposition against the Democratic party— 
especially when#the Democratic party was in 
power—that there had almost always been the 
grossest corruption in the administration of the 
Government. And these charges had been made 
against each Administration, from the head down. 
Gentlemen would recollect that during the admin- 
istration of Mr. Van Buren, some committees of 
investigation were raised which did absolutely 
contribute more to the overthrow of that Adminis- 
tration than anything else. Executive patronage 
and corruption had been the standing themes for 
the denunciation of. their political opponents, 
who were always inviting investigations into 
Democratic abuses. They would seize upon every 
opportunity where the slightest charge was made 
against a Democratic officer, and would charge 
that the Democratic party here endeavored to 
screen him. But what did we see now that they 
were in power? A gentleman rose in his place 
here, and proposed the appointment of a commit- 
tee of investigation upon charges published in 
almost every newspaper against one of the Secre- 
taries of the Administration—charges published 
time and again. And however eloquent might be 


* 


the denunciations of the eloquent gentleman from | 


Georgia (Mr. Toomns] against the newspaper pub- 
lishers of this country, he would tell the gentle- 
man that no man—not the gentleman himself— 
was too high to be reached by them. No man 
was above them. How were such things as these 
brought to the notice of the public except by 
means of newspaper publications? He doubted 
not that many things were published that were 
untrue; yetif we were without such vehicles of 
intelligence and disinterested information, we 
should find that our liberties would not be very 
long worth preserving. 


But it seemed to him that the case before the | 


House presented some remarkable peculiarities; 
for not one of the Secretaries of this Administra- 


tion appeared to be obnoxious to so many charges | 


as the one whose case was now under considera- 
tion. Charges against him had been made jn all 
quarters. Gentlemen on the other side of the 
House wanted a responsible accuser. Did no one 


believe any of these charges? There was one of |! 


them’ which he thought was generally believed on 
his side of the House—and that was that the Sec- 
retary of the Interior had exercised powers not be- 
longing to him, in the appointment of clerks in the 
General Land Office; and he thought that others 
of the charges were also believed. If ail was 
right—if there was nothing “ rotten in Denmark,” 
why should gentlemen oppose an investigation 
An innocent man, it seemed to him, would court 


it. If Mr. Ewing was not cujpable—if he was | 
entirely innocent, it seemed to him that he would | 


be the very man to ask for an investigation as t 
Secretary of War had done. Why, sir, did he 


not ask it? His organ outside declared that the 


gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Ricuarpson] dared 


House should go into this investigation | 
on no other ground than vague rumor circulated ; 


| not bring in the resolutions. His friends inside 
said that the proceeding was all wrong; that it was 
discourteous to pursue it; that it ought not to be 
done; that it was the violation of a sacred funda- 
mental principle; and they called for a vote by 
yeas and nays, that the country might understand 
the outrage. If Mr. Ewing was innocent, he had 
nothing to fear. He would have at least four 
good friends upon the committee, who would see 
that the investigation was properly conducted as 
respected. him. What had he to fear if he was 
not guilty? And if he was guilty the facts ought 
to be exposed to the country. ` 

Mr. BAKER said he had no personal reason to. 
feel any peculiar warmth towards the Administra- 
tion. The course adopted in certain affairs in his 
own State had done him more injury in one year 
than the Democracy had done him in fifteen So 
far as one part of this resolution is concerned, he 
regarded it asa fair subject for public inquiry. If 
the present Administration had taken into its pa- 
tronage a corps of letter-writers, it had done that 
which he condemned here, as he had condemned 
it on the stump. 

The other charges contained in this resolution 
stood on a somewhat different footing. His col- 
league had charged the Secretary of the Interior 
with having reopened the decisions on the subject 
of the Chickasaw claim, and the Ewing claim, and 
|| he understood that his colleague had inferred the 
facts to be as they were charged. , 

Mr. RICHARDSON said he had made na in- 
ferences. r 

Mr. BAKER resumed. If it was all correct 
about the Secretary having reopened the Chicka- 
saw claim, was there any proof that this was a 
criminal act on the part of the Secretary? He 
could not give his support to the resolution, be- 
cause if the charges were intended to involve a 
criminal act, it was properly the subject for a 
court of law. 

If his colleague desired to know what had been 
done by the Secretary in the case of the Chicka- 
saw claim, there were the books of the department, 
|| which were open'to every one. His colleague 
could go to the department and obtain the facts 
from those records. If it should be found that 
the records had been falsified, there would be 
ground for a specifie charge. But the mere fact 
that he had reopened the claim, even if true, con- 
stituted no criminal charge. 


Mr. RICHARDSON intimated that it would be 
sufficient ground for a charge. 

Mr. BAKER suggested that it might be done 
i| without improper motive, but merely from a mis- 
|| taken view of his duty; and if so, it could only be 
regarded as a mistake. If it was done with a 
criminal intent, it was then within the compe- 
j| tence of this House to take cognizance of it. ‘This 
he beld to be the law. It’was competent to the 
Secretary to exercise judicial functionsin the duties 
of his office. 

He regarded it as manifestly unjust to make 
charges of this serious import merely from infer- 
ences. Unless on the authority of a responsible 
accuser, the charge of crime ought not to be re- 
ceived; but if preferred on competent authority, 
and believed to be true, it was a proper subject for 
the investigation of a committee. For himself, he 
had no idea that those functions were exercised 
i| any other way than properly. 

{f his colleague desired to know what had been 
done in reference to the Chickasaw claim, the rec- 
ords of the department gyould supply him with 
the facts in an hour. And if the Secretary should 
be required by the House to communicate the 


} 


i the subject. 


1, vote for the resolution. 
‘i the Cabinet—the Secretary of War, the Attorney | 
General, the Scerctary of the Interior—had all: 
i been set up as targets by the political press of the | 

country. They had all been assailed not only in 

their political character, but in their personal and 
| private relations, Their integrity in their public 
ii conduct had been assailed. There had been, no 


l There was another reason why he should not | 
The several members of | 


responsible accuser, and the charges had not been 
presented in any fixed or certain shape. But re- 
ports against all these individuals had been circu- 
lated through the columns of the political press in 
every direction. Now, the friends of these gen- 
tlemen were. quite as anxious as their enemies 
could be to go into such'an examination of these 
slanders as would expase their wickedness and 
falsity to the world, or as would substantiate the 
charges they contained, if true. 

Suppose that any man were to rise and charge 
him or his colleague with perjury: Is the charge 
to be received without the accuser being previously 
sworn or affirmed in court as to the truth of his 
allegations? Are we to take a cflarge of this char- 
acter on the faith of mere rumors? 

These were sufficient reasons to induce him to 
believe that the committee should not be granted. 
No man would be more anxious than he was to 
ascertain the truth of these charges. But he could 
not consent that every member ‘of the Cabinet 
should be subjected to be called before a commit- 
tee of this House on charges preferred merely by 
rumor, or unless they could be sustained by a re- 
sponsible accuser. He could not by his vote 
sanction a course so discourteous, so unjust to 
men who had by their talents and reputation 
raised themselves to the highest positions of honor 
and trust. 

He was therefore against the resolution. 

Mr. GENTRY stated that if the gentleman 
from Hlinois had accepted his amendment as he 
had.expected, asa modification of his original res- 
olution, there would have been no opposition to 
it. The Chair had decided his amendment to be 
out of order, a decision for whieh he was not pre- 
pared. The House might now vote down the 
original resolution, and he would then offer the 
one he had prepared. j 

Mr. RICHARDSON said that when he had in- 
timated a readiness to modify his proposition to 
mect the views of the gentleman from Tennessee, he 
had supposed that the resolution of that gentleman 
was merely a change of the phraseology of the ori- 
ginal proposition. 

Mr. GENTRY replied that his amendment was 
merely a copy of the resolution of the gentleman 
from Hlinois, with the exception of that part which 
had reference to the letter writers. In that part 
he had made some chahge in the phraseology.. 
All the objects contemplated in the original reso- 
lution were embraced in-the amendment, 

Mr. RICHARDSON said he had understood 
that the gentleman from Tennessee had only 
changed the language of his resolation. 

Mr. GENTRY said the gentleman would see 
that the objects had not been changed. All that 
he desired was to prevent any hasty action without 
proper information. He desired that the Secretary 
should have the opportunity to report the facts and 
the reasons by which he had been actuated. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, moved to amend 
the resolution of the gentleman from Hlinois, by 
adding the following: 

“And further, that the said committee inquire into the 
Denby, Collins, and Wetmore, and into all omer defalea- 
tions that took place under the Adiministration of Mr. Polk 
and that the said committee, for ihe purpose of ascertaining 
the character an ł extent of said defateations, address to the 
heads of the several departments particular inquiries with 
regard thereto, and particularly respecting any knowledge 
by the late Adininistration, or by the heads of any of the 
departments thereof, concerning said detaleations, or any of 
them; aud whether any writer for newspapers held ottice 
under the late Administration; and if so, for what papers 
they wrote, and the names of sa:d writers; and alvq that 
the committee inquire whether the late Administration, or 
| any head of any department thereo!, opened or paid any 
claim that had been rejected by previous Administrations; 
; and whether said late Administration, or any officer thereof, 
has allowed or paid interest on any ciaims; if yea, to whom 
and the amount thereof; and that they inquire into the 
names of all persons having an interest in said claims; and 
further, that the cominittee inquire whether any officers of 
the late Administration in the Post Office, or other depart- 
ment, were engaged in making electioneering speeches 
about the country while receiving pay from the Govern- 
ment, or whether any officers of the Government were 
engaged as political writers, or heads of political clabs, for 
the purpose of influeucing the elections; and further, that 
said commitiee inquire into any and all frauds generally 
committed by officers of the late Administration.?? 

Mr. RICHARDSON said that there would be 
no objection to the adoption of the resolution, if 
the gentleman from Maryland would move itas a 
separate propasition after the adoption of this res- 
olution, and the gentleman should havea commit- 
tee from his own side of the House. 


The CHAIR decided the amendment to be out of 
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order, as it embraced a subject.not. relevant to the 
subject-matter of this resolution: 

Mr. STANLY expressed a desire to offer an 
amendment. l i 

Mr. CARTTER inquired if it was in order to 
offer these amendments while the gentleman from 
Hlinois had possession of the floor? 

The CHAIR stated that the gentleman from Dli- 
nois was entitled to the floor, and no gentleman 
could make a proposition unless he yielded it. 

Mr. BAKER said he had yielded the floor to 
allow the gentlemen from Maryland and North 
Carolina to submit their propositions. * 

Mr. EVANS appealed from the decision of the 
Chair, and called for the reading of the resolution 
and proposed amendment; which were read. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, inquired if 
the appeal was debatable. 

The SPEAKER stated that in the opinion of 
the Chair it was not debatable. 

Mr. BURT remarking that he thought the ques- 
tion of sufficient importance, demanded the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. PRESTON KING called for the reading 
of the 55th rule; which was read as follows: 


t No motion or proposition, or a snggestion different from 
that under consideration shall be admitted under color of 
amendment.” 


The SPEAKER propounded the question, 
“Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the 
judgment of the House?” : 

Mr. ASHMUN inquired of the Speaker if he 

- ruled the amendment out of order, under the rule 
which had just been read ? 

The SPEAKER stated that he decided the 
amendment out of order on the ground of irrele- 
vaney, the object of the amendment being different 
frorn that of the resolution. He referred as a pre- 
cedent sustaining this, to a decision made by him 
a few days since, deciding owt of order, in the 
case of a bill providing for the payment of a claim 
to a certain individual, an amendment proposing 
the payment of another claim to another person, 
resting upon precisely the same principle. He 
also referred to adecision of his predecessor in the 
chair, in the case of a resolution providing for the 
payment of a contesting member, ruling out an 
amendment for the payment of another contesting 
member. ` 

Mr. ASEIMUN said that the resolution pro- 

osed an investigation into the allowance of claims 
in the Treasury Department; the amendment pro- 
posed related to the history of such allowances in 
the same department heretofore. 

The SPEAKER again announced the question 
on the appeal. 

Mr. EVANS withdrew the appeal. : 

Mr. BAKER addressed the Chair, and claimed 
his right to the floor. 

The SPEAKER interposed, and stated that he 
was of opinich that the motion of amendment by 4 
the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Evans] as 
well as the appeal. by him should not have been 
received while another gentleman (Mr. Baxer] 
was entitled to the floor; and hereafter if a gentle- 
man who was entitled to the floor gave way tem- 
porarily to other gentlemen, they could only give 
notice of amendments, and the amendments would 
not be received from the original proposer while 
another gentleman was upon the floor. 

Mr. STANLY (Mr. Bager yielding) wished to 
offer the following amendment to the resolution of 
Mr. RICHARDSON. 

The SPEAKER said it could only be read for 
information. : 

{t was read accordingly, as follows: 


“ Also, what persons holding office under the last Admin- 
istration, as clerks in any of the public offices, Auditors, 
Heads of Bureaus, Commissioner of Patents, or Assistant į 
Postmaster General, were correspondents of newspapers, 
wrote for, or edited newspapers, their salaries or compensa- 
tion for the same; and who, in particular, was the author 
of certain party essays signed ¢ Bundleeund,’ and what 
office he then held. 

« And also, whether, during the late canvass for the 
Presidency, any of the above-named officers absented therr- 
selves from their ofices and official duties to make speeches 
and public addresses against the election of General Taylor. 

« Also, Whether the above-named officers, or any of them, | 
during said canvass, were called upon or required to sub- 
serine or pay money for an electioneering fund against Gen- | 
eral ‘Taylor, and at whose instance this was done.” 


Mr. DUNHAM (Mr. Baker further yielding) 
sent up to the Clerk’s table the following amend- 


ment: 
« Whether any members of this House have been absent 


from their seats making stump speeches in Connecticat i 


preceding the late election in that State, and what has been 
the effect of those speeches.” $ 

The reading occasioned considerable merriment. 

Mr. GENTRY playfully objected to the amend- 
ment as out of order, and a gross personality to- 
wards the gentleman from Illinois, (Mr. Baxzr.] 

Mr. CARTTER called for the reading again of 
the proposed amendment of Mr. Dunnam, re- 
marking that it had not been distinctly heard in 
his part of the House. 

Mr. BAKER said he should like to hear it 
again. 

it was accordingly again read, and received 
with laughter. 

Mr. BAKER (resuming) said he begged leave 
to return his profound acknowledzments to the 
honorable gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Dunnam] 
for the very appropriate and witty amendment 
which he had caused to be read to the House. 
He suggested, however, that if the fact were to be 
proved by the good results, it would be very diffi- 
cult to show that he (Mr. B.) had been to Con- 
necticut. [A laagh.] 

He wished to say one or two words more upon 
the business before the House. In the first place, 
in what he said he did not endorse the attack of 
“ The Republic” upon his colleague, [Mr. Ricu- 
ARDSON.] His colleague was always earnest and 
sincere, though not always right; and he guessed 
his colleague before he got through would find 
that embarking in a conflict with the Secretary of 
the Interior, there were blows to be taken as well 
as given. He (Mr. B.) looked upon it as nothing 
more than a political movement against the Secre- 
tary. His colleague had been bred in a political 
school where such things were very common, 
sometimes very useful, but his zeal, and the zeal 
of those with whom he acted, sometimes outrun 
their wisdom. He meant nothing in the least un- 


kind to his colleague in what he should say. He | 
| could not but declare that, in his judgment, this 
committee was not necessary, becanse a simple | 


inquiry from the Secretary of the Interior would 
call out every fact his colleague wished to know. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, (in his seat.) I don’t 
know about that. 


Mr. BAKER, (continuing,) said, if the Chicka- | 


saw claim had been allowed, if the Ewings had 
been paid, (and here he wished to state the fact that 
the Secretary was no relative at all of these par- 
‘ties,) the report of the Secretary would show these 
facts. 

In the next place, he Could not vote for the se- 
ries of resolutions, because they implied charges 
of corruption on the part of the Secretary. There 
were many cases in which committees of investi- 
gation were peculiarly. proper; one of these cases 
was, where the fact was alleged against a public 
officer, that he was disposed to hide, to cover up 
the facts. There was no such charge here, and 
there was no reason to believe that a call npon the 


Secretary would not procure a full and complete | 


answer to every inquiry proposed in the resolu- 
tions. 

In the third place, he should vote against the res- 
olution, because it contained no charge upon the 
authority of any responsible accuser; and he 
submitted to his colleague, that there was not a 
man in this House, or in any public body in the 
world who was not liable to perpetual assault and 
annoyance from common rumor. Leta gentleman 
happen to have an enemy—personal or political— 
and his colleague’s history, as well as his own, 
showed that there were many who would like to 
make such charges if they could only annoy the 
gentleman or himself, and he had but to spread 
abroad defamatory charges without anybody 
standing forth as the responsible accuser, and forth- 
with a committee of investigation must be raised: 
He regretted that his colleague had been seduced 


out of his usual line of moderation and good tem- || 


per, so ascto rise here, and give authority and 
weight to charges gathered from the political press 
which he had said he believed to be true. But'he 
did not understand his colleage to have gone so far 
as to say, he believed there had been corruption on 
the part of Mr. Ewing. 


Before he took his seat he would affer the amend- | 
| ment of the gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. 


Sranty,] so as to bring it before the House—it 
being understood that he claimed no credit for the 
suggestions it made, but that it belonged to that 
gentleman. At the same time he said to hiscol- 


| league, if he would modify his resolutions so as to 


| grounds, Mr. Speaker? 


give a responsible accuser, or. if. he.would: so mod- 
ify itas merely to propose an inquiry-of.the Secre- 
tary as to the facts; if he would.so: modify: itvas 
that the charge should, on its face, per:se, present 
any probable corruption on the part.of thè Secre- 
tary, he (Mr. B.) would vote for it. ..At.present ` 
the charges might all be true, and yet. the Secre~ i 
tary of the Interior be as pure as Chief Justice 
Marshall. Before taking his seat he.repeated'to_. 
his colleague, that to insinuate by resolution offered 
in this House, that a public functionary had- com- 
mitted acts which required investigation, while 
the resolution did not, in terms, allege any cor- 
ruption or malfeasance, was to make this House a 
mere machine for embodying public rumor, for 
giving tongue and sting to poisonous suspicions, 
to blast the fame of public men whose ill fortune 
it might be that they lived in times not propitious 
to their party, but who yet had a reputation which 
might hope to survive such times, and descend, 
pure and untainted, to future generations. 

Mr. BAYLY said he understood that the prop- 
osition of the gentleman from Ilinois [Mr. Baxer] 
was offered as an amendment to the resolution. 

Mr. BAKER. I understand, that my friend 
from North Carolina [Mr.. Srayiy] sent an 
amendment to the Chair, and to allow it to be the 
subject of debate, I adopted it and offered it'àg an 
amendment. 

The SPEAKER. Theamendment comes within 
the rule laid down by the Chair, in ruling-out: the 
toe of the gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. 

VANS. 5 

Mr. STANLY, (to the Speaker.) On what 

The SPEAKER. It relates to matters other 
than that in the resolution of the gentleman from 
Iinois. It proposes a different investigation. 

Mr. STANLY was understood to say, it pro- 
posed an inquiry as to letter-writers, correspond- 
ents, &c. : 

Mr. BAYLY resumed the floor. Before giving 
his vote, he said, he desired to state the reasons 
which would control it. In what capacity was 
this House now acting? He took it that they 
were called upon to act as the grand inquest of.the 
nation. A member of this House, acting in that 
capacity, came before them, and with the respon- 
sibility which attached to his position, stated his 
belief that there had been official misconduct on 
the part of a high public functionary, and de-. 
manded an investigation. Had he nota right to 
doso? Was it not the duty of this House to one. | 
of its members, who demanded an investigation. 
upon such an occasion, that it should- be. insti- 
tuted? It was due to. this body--it.was:.due-:to. 
the high public functionary. whose conduct. was 
called in question—and more than all, it was due, 
to the character of the Government itself. . Inves- 
tigations of this sort were not new in the history 
of this country. During the administration. of 
General Jackson, there were several committees of 
inquiry raised” in this body. At that time the 
friends of the Administration objected to these in- 
quiries, in some instances, because they insisted 
that specific charges should be made. The ground 
was taken that no officer should be called upon to 
answer, until specific charges were made against 
him. But what was the reply to that principle 
made by the Whig party? They said that the 
accusations were not always of a character which 
could be reduced to specification. They said that 
in many cases all that could be relied upon was a 
well-founded suspicion. They said that, not hav- 
ing access to the records, they could not bring 
their charges to that sort of particularity which 
indictments atthe common law required. And ashe 
conceived, ultimately they made good that. ground 
before the country. How was it upon thè- present 
occasion? The gentleman , from’ Hlinois, [Mr. 
Ricuarpson,] in compliance with the then requisi- 
tions of the Jackson party, but.which the Whigs 
then insisted was not necessary, had made speci- 
fications. 

Mr. VINTON! interposed, and (Mr. Bayry 
yielding for the purpose) asked a question which 
was not heard, but which was understood to be to 
what*investigation the gentleman alluded. 

Mr. BAYLY said, he referred to the investiga- 
tions made daring the administration of General 
Jackson into the conduct of the departments in- 
stituted by the distinguished gentleman (Mr. 
Wise) who had preceded him in the district which 
he now represented. Mr. B, then proceeded: In 
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this case’ there were specifications which, in the 
cases referred. to by him, it was objected had not 
been made. It had been objected on this occasion 
that the gentleman from Hlinois [Mr. Richarpson] 
did not impute'criminality; that he did not charge 
that what had been done had been improperly 
done—doneé in the dark. He (Mr. B.) thought 
that the gentleman had pursued the right and proper 
course. hat gentleman, asa member ofthis 
grand. inquest, suspecting malfeasance on the part 
of this officer, demanded an investigation, and he 
did not choose to make chargés until he had as- 
certained whether they were well founded. This 
he (Mr. B.) held to be the proper course towards 
Mr. Ewing and the country. And when géntle- 
men of so much respectability as the gentleman 
from Minois, offered resolutions of this sort, it 
was due to all parties that the case should be in- 
vestigated. 

Mr. BAKER (intérposing, and Mr. Bayry 
yielding the floor) said: The gentleman stated 
that gentlemen on the other side of the House as- 
serted, that there was no charge of criminality. 
Now he (Mr. B.) would like to be informed, 

whether all the facts set forth in these resolutions 
might not be true, and yet nothing of criminality 
be attached to\them? 

Mr. McCLERNAND desired the permission of 
the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Bayzy,] to put 
a question to the gentleman from Mlinois, (Mr. 
Baxen.] . 

Mr. BAYLY again yielded the floor. 

Mr. McCLERNAND desired to ask the gen- 
tleman from Illinois, [Mr. Baker,] whether, upon 
an investigation, it raight not be found necessary 
to make some law to prevent the recurrence of 
what had been done, although What had been done 
might not be criminal? 

Mr. BAKER said, that was possible. 

Mr, BAYLY resumed the floor. 

Mr. CARTTER asked the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia to yield, to allow him (Mr. C.) to puta ques- 
tion to the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Baxer.] 

Mr. BAYLY again yielded. . 

Mr. CARTTER desired to inquire of the gentle- 
man from Illinois, which of the two was the most 

roper tribunal to ascertain the truth—the party 
implicated in the blunder or the fraud, or the com- 
mittee of this House? i 

Mr. BAKER. Ido not think that any gentleman 
would bea fit member of such a tribunal, who de- 
sired an investigation without daring to make the 
charge of crime upon anybody’s knowledge or 
responsibility. 

Mr. BAYLY now resumed the floor. The 
concluding ohjcction (he said) to the course pur- 
sued by the gentleman from Illinois, was that 
taken upon the strength of the constitutional pro- 
vision by the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. 
Toomss.] He (Mr. B.) thought it was likely 
that if the gentleman from Illinois should go to the 
Department of the Interior, and say that he had 
come there to obtain information which would con- 
vict the Secretary upon certain criminal charges 
imputed to him, he would throw himself upon 
his constitutional rights. This would be all irreg- 
ular. And he considered that the course sug- 
gested by the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
Gentry] was altogether irregular. Here this offi- 
cer was arraigned. The fact was before them; and 
the present proposition was made that the officer 
should be allowed to make his defence in advance 
—a defence hefore.there had been an inquiry. In 
his (Mr. B.’s) opinion it would be sufficient for 
him to make a defence when a substantive accu- 
sation had been made. He held that it would be 
wholly irregular to institute any direct criminating 
proceeding until a committee should have been 
raised to inquire into the facts. It might be that 
the commitiee would acquit Mr. Ewing. He 


(Mr. B.) was free to say that he believed such 
would be the result of the investigation. He had 


known that gentleman long—he had known him 
intimately well. His impressions toward him in 
his private capacity were favorable. As a public 
man, it was well known that his impressions were 
of a very different description. He (Mr. B.) did 
not know that anything was to come out of this 
Investigation, if Myr. Ewing was innocent, as he | 
(Mr. B.) thought he probably was, it was due to | 
him that the committee should acquit him. 

Mr. CONRAD desired to.ask a question of the 
gentleman from Virginia; [Mr. Barty. ] 


Mr. BAYLY yielded the floor. 

Mr. CONRAD. The gentleman speaks of an 
aquittal by the committee. But how can the com- 
mittee acquit the Secretary under these resolu- | 
tions? Does the gentleman mean to say, that it 
is a crime in the Secretary to allow a claim which 
has been disallowed? Does the gentleman mean 
to say ‘that a crime is charged of which the 
committee can either acquit or condemn him? 
And if so, would not the same rule apply to com- 
mittees of this House which frequently allow | 
claims which have been previously refused? 

Mr. BAYLY replied that the criminality of the 
act depended not solely upon the act. itself, but 
upon other circumstances. He knew that some- 
times judges of courts reversed the decisions of 
their predecessors of the same rank, but never 
exceptinaclearcase of error. Hedid not mean to 


a claim which had been previously disallowed | 
would be criminal. He thought it probable that 
the decision in some cases. might be right. In 
one case he thought it was right! But in other 


tending the reversal which demanded an investi- 
gation. 

But for the interruptions which had taken place, 
he should before this have closed his remarks. 
He did not think that proof was necessary to au- 
thorize the appointment of this committee. 
member of this grand inquest had demanded an 
investigation. It was his right so todo. And it 
was the duty of this House to make it. 

Mr.CONRAD. Will the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia [Mr. Barty] state what the claim was to 
which he alluded, as having been properly al- 
lowed? 


tight of the gentleman to interrogate him. , 
gentleman desired an answer for his private in- 


pleasure. 

Mr. GIDDINGS said he did not view the sub- 
ject in the light suggested by either side of the 
House. He could see no charge of corruption, of 
official turpitude in the resolutions of the gentle- 


assert that the fact of Mr. Ewing’s having allowed || 


i 
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instances there might have been circumstances at- || 

i 
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A; 


Mr. BAYLY`said he did not acknowledge the | 
Jf the | 


formation, he (Mr. B.) would give it with great | 


man from Mlinois, [Mr. Ricwarpson.] It was a | 


tirely with the mover of the resolutions; he would 
himself make no motion on that point. Mr. G. 
then moved a reference of the whole subject to 
the Committee on Public Expenditures. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I had intended to move 
an inquiry upon the general subject under con- 
sideration some days ago, and advised with the 
chairman of the Committee on Public Expendi- 
tures and others, as to the committee to which the 
subject should be referred. There was, at that 
time, a division of opinion upon the question of 
reference; some gentleman suggested the Com- 
mittee on Public Expenditures, others the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, and others a special com- 
mittee. I do not think it very important what 
committee is selected, so that the inquiry be made, 
I will, therefore, vote for the special committee 
proposed by my colleague, [Mr. Ricnarpson,] 
or any other appropriate committee. 

Gentlemen on the other side have pursued a 
very extraordinary course upon this question. 
How stands the case? A few days ago the gen- 
tleman from Georgia [Mr. Toomes] objected to 
the inquiry because of its phraseology; the objec- 
tion was, that it prejudged the case by an implica- * 
|| tion. My colleague, in a spirit of fairness and ac- 
| commodation, has since divested the resolutions 
of that objection, if in truth they were liable to the 
X objection. And what now? Now the gentleman 
objects, because, as he alleges, the charges con- 
tained in the resolutions are not vouched for by a 
responsible author. The ground of objection is 
‘changed. When one objection no longer avails, 
another is resorted to. Why is this? 

Mr. TOOMBS (interposing) said he had not at 
that time had the opportunity of making a speech, 
but in the remark which he had made out of order, 
he had expressly stated that he objected to the 
resolutions, both on account of their phraseology 
and their substance. And he did not choose, be- 
cause he thought proper to give that reason, 
instantly, outof order, to be charged with having 
changed his ground. Ee had nothing more to do 
i| with the question than the gentleman from Hlinois 
ji had. He stood by the rights of the House. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I want to know wheth- 
er the gentleman confined his objection to the 


charge of “improper expenditure of the public 


our public officers and against every Administra- 
tion. ‘This expendituregis one over which we 
have unlimited control. 


| he had been actuated by corrupt motives. 


expended. It isalso proper that the strictest seru- 
istrative department of the Government touching 
all expenditures of the public money. So im- 
portant was this practice regarded, that as early 
as 1814 this House adopted as one of its standing 
rules that a committee on public expenditures 
shall be appointed at the commencement of each 
Congress. From that period to the present, all 
charges of this character have been referred asa 
matter of course. 


merely a charge of an ordinary character, and it 
should take the same course of other charges of 
the same kind. He proposed this asa friend to the 
officer charged, and as a friend to the public. He | 
had no party feelings to gratify. o 
imputation demanded the mast open, frank, and 
unlimited investigation; and surely no friend of 
the Adrninistration would object to it in the ordi- 
nary mode. | 
Mr. G. repeated that such improper payment | 
bore with it no corruption. If it did, perhaps 
every Secretary of the Treasury that has gone be- | 
fore us might be convicted. Fie recollected one 
who took up a large class of claims which had | 


been rejected by his predecessor, arid allowed | 


scious of his error; but when fully informed on 
the subject, he rejected all that class which re- 
mained, and no one supposed for a moment that j 


Mr. G. said he would prefer that the power to 
send for persons and papers were omitted, for the | 


power to any committee until they had requested | 
it. Tf the committee themselves should ask it he 
would vote for it: but this was a point on which | 


he felt great indifference, and would leave it en- | 


funds.” A charge of the most common charac- 
ter. One which has been made against most of | 


The people have an in- | 
disputable right to know how their funds are ; 


tiny should be had into the conduct of the admin- | 


He thought this imputation | 
upon the Secretary of the Interior should take the ; 
ordinary course, and go to that committee. It was | 


He thought the || 


‘land in fact contrary to law. 


many thousands of dollars before he became con- | 


© concerned in them. 


reason that the practice had not been to give that | 


| form of the resolution, or objected also to the aub- 
1; stance? - 
I| Mr. TOOMBS. Tobjected to both. 
| Mr. McCLERNAND. Well, if the gentleman 
i} says so, very well. The gentleman’s vehemence, 
however, will not deter me from the course of re- 
mark I see fit to make. The question, then, comes 
i to this: are not the charges of sufficient importance 
to be made the subject of investigation and report? 
Are they irresponsibly made? Are they intrinsi- 
cally insignificant? I think not. My colleague 
has moved the inquiry—he has moved it upon 
what he considers reliable information—he has 
moved it, believing, as he has said, the truth of 
the charges forming the subject of inquiry. He is 
responsible as a man—he is responsible as a Rep- 
resentative. Is not this enough? If there was 
no doubt of the guilt of the Secretary, there would 
be no occasion for the inquiry. It is precisely 
because these charges have been made, and are 
| believed by some persons, that an inquiry is ne- 
|| cessary; not only for the vindication of the Secre- 
| tary if he be innocent, but also for the protection 
of the public interests if he be guilty. Is not this 
enough ? What more can be reasonably asked ? 
But are not the charges, if true, sufficiently im- 
portant to justify and demand investigation? | 
maintain that they are. What are the charges? 
: Generally stated, they amount to about this—that 


| the Secretary has overturned the decisions of his 


i predecessors, Jong acquiesced in, and reopened 
| and allowed large claims without legal authority, 
Another charge Is, 
| that he has usurped or exercised authority in the 
! appointment of clerks in the Pension and General 
Land Office, which did not belong to him; and it 


4 is further alleged that these acts have been per- 


| formed under circumstances implying corrupt mo- 
| tives on the part of some of the parties or agents 
I know nothing of the cor- 
i rectness of these charges in their application to 
; the allowance of claims, and therefore assert noth- 
| ing pre or con on that point; but I do know that, 
iif true, they afford serious cause of complaint 


against the Secretary—that they afford exigent 


| cause for immediate and effectual interposition to 
! arrest what is criminal and to protect the public 
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interests. Does anybody deny this? Who has 
ventured to deny it? No-one. 

But itis said that these eharges rest upon news- 
paper and other authority, denominated irrespon- 
sible, and therefore are not. worthy of consider- 
ation. I have already said that they rest, for the 
purposes of inquiry, upon the high and responsible 
authority of my colleague. But suppose they.do 
rest upon unofficial authority, does it therefore 
follow that they do not rest upon credible author- 
ity? Not at all. I might inquire, why do the 
friends of the Secretary object upon technical 
grounds? Why have they not denied these charges? 
Why have they not challenged an investigation? 
Are gentlemen afraid to do so? 

Mr. BAKER. Do I understand my colleague 
to'say that he does not understand any gentleman 
on this side of the House to protest that Mr. 
Ewing is innocent? 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I do not understand 
tnat any gentleman on that side has denied his 
guilt. 

Mr. BAKER. We do not understand that any 
gentleman on that side of the House charges Mr. 
Ewing with being guilty. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. That is the very point 
T make. ldo net charge him with guilt in regard 
to the claims alleged to be allowed, because Í do 
not know that they have been allowed 

Mr. BAKER, (in his seat.) Why; then, do 
you propose an investigation ? 

Mr, McCLERNAND (continuing his sentence) 
but task gentlemen why they shrink from an in- 
vestigation which will determine whether he has 
allowed them—which will dissipate. all doubt? 
Does the gentleman deny that the Secretary has 
allowea them ? 

But, sir, I recur to another point, which does 
not rest upon what gentlemen denominate hearsay, 
but upon what I believe to -be undeniable fact. 
One of the resolutions under consideration con- 
tains the charge that the Secretary has usurped 
authority not belonging to him; that he has wrested 
from the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
the power to appoint clerks in that office, and that | 
he has appropriated the exercise of that power to 
to himseif. Is this true? J challenge a denial. 

I put the question to gentlemen on the other 
side, Has the Secretary of the Interior exercised 
the power in question ar not ? 

Mr. BAKER. What power? 
Mr, McCLERNAND. The power of appoint- 
clerks in the General Land Office. 

he SPEAKER, (to Mr. McCirerwanp.) Does 
the gentleman from Illinois yield the floor to his 
colleague? 

Mr. McCLERNAND. “Yes, if he will reply 
specifically. 

Mr. BAKER. Ireply specifically that, if the 
gentleman thinks he has, let the Hlouse inquire of 
him by resolution, and he will give us the facts. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. That is a virtual ad- 
mission that the Secretary of the Interior has exer- 
cised that power. I take it for granted not only 
from the fact that it is the general opinion in this 
city, but because gentlemen on the other side of , 
the House do not deny that he has exercised it. 
Predicating, then, this as a certainty, what fol- 
lows? The act establishing the General Land 
Office, approved April 25, 1812, provides in its 12th 
section as follows: “That the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office shall be authorized to*em- 
ploy a sufficient number of clerks,” &c, The act 
to reorganize the Land Office, approved July 4, | 
1836, provides that the Commissioner of the Gen- | 
eral Land Office “ shall be authorized to employ 
for the service of the General Land Office” a corps 
of clerks, draughtsmen, and other subordinates, 
enumerating. the numbering and salaries of each | 
class. Such is the law. What, now, has been 
the practice under the law? Before the present 
Administration was installed in power the ques- 
tion, as I understand, had been referred to the At- 
torney General, whether the power of appointing 
these subordinates belonged to the Commissioner 
or to the Secretary of the Treasury, who was then 
the head of the Land Office, or to the President; 
and the decision was, that the power belonged to 
the Commissioner. Atleast, I repeat that Í have 
been so informed. Then here, upon the case 
stated, is an open violation of law, and the usurpa- 
tion of the prerogative of the Commissioner of the | 
General Land Office. Does anybody deny this ? | 


in: 
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the: Secretary is no despiser of the advantages of 
atronage; that he is no mincer in the use of it. 
is history would probably answer that he seized 
this patronage the better to enable him to feed the 
hungry rapacity of the howling throng of ofice- 
seekers who infest this capital. How else are we 
to account for so extraordinary and unwarrantable 
an act? 

Again: if it be true that the Secretary has re- 
opened old and obsolete claims, and paid large 
amounts of interest upon them, where there was 
no specific authority of law for the payment, he 
has also in this particular violated law and 
squandered away the public money. I hold 
it to be a maxim, that interest does nof run 
against the sovereign or the Government, where it 
is not expressly stipulated for, and such has been 
the rule practiced upon by our Government, ex- 
cept in particular cases, forming an exception to 
the general rule. The Secretary, therefore, if he 
has paid interest without express authority of 
law, has nct only done so contrary to law, but has 
overturned law—he has substituted his official 
dictum for a maxim—a well established maxim of 
law applicable to government. Is it to be said that 
the Secretary acted innocently but erroneously? 
This apology will scarcely be ventured, for it 
would jmply a degree of ignorance incompatible 
with the character of the Secretary, and but little 
more pardonable, except in the motive, than will- 
ful malfeasance. It is better to believe that he is 
innocent until the contrary is proved; and to this 
presumption he is entitled for the present. I ac- 
cord it to him in its full extent. 

But why should gentlemen object now to inves- 
tigation for light and technical reasons, when it 
was only a few days ago they voted a similar in- 
vestigation in regard to the Secretary of War? In 
that case ramor charged that the Secretary of War 
had obtained the allowance of a large claim, by 
the Treasury Department, in which he was inter- 
ested, after the claim had been previously rejected 
by the late Secretary of the Treasury, Mr. Walker. 
The Secretary of War did not wait for an investi- 
gation to be moved here; he heard of the rumor, 
and at once requested the House to.raise a com- 
mittee to investigate the subject. This was done 
at his instance, upon rumors totally unvouched 
here, and the committee are now engaged in the 
service assigned to them. Why has not the Sec- 
retary of the Interior done thesame? Why do 
his political friends here resist investigation, and 
that too after the organ of the Administration, the 
Republic newspaper, has challenged investigation? 
Why this concurrence in investigation in one case 
and resistance in another? Let it be explained. 
It is at least due to gentlemen on the other side 
that they should explain their inconsistency. Let 
us have light—let us have the truth—let us probe 
the matter to the bottom; we owe this to the body of 
which we are members, which is the purse-keeper 
under the Constitution, and which is alone of all 
the departments of the Government immediately 
elected by the people, and immediately responsi- 
ble to them. Nothing shortof this will be satis- 
factory to the country—nothing short of this 
ought to be satisfactory to the Secretary. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, appealed to the 
gentleman from Hlinois [Mr. Ricnarpson] as—it 
being petition day—gentiemen on his side of the 
House had given their assent to the introduction 
out of order of his (Mr. R.’s] resolution under the 


| idea that it could be amended, and as the amend- 


ments proposed had been ruled out of order—that 
the gentleman agree, and that the unanimous con- 
sent of the House be given to him [Mr. R.] to 
accept of his (Mr. E.’s) amendment as a modifi- 
cation of the resolution. 

Mr. RICHARDSON replied that he would state 
to the gentleman, that so long as he remained in 
this House he would not again consent to bring in 
any proposition by means of a bargain with gen- 
tlemen.. He regretted that he had not this morn- 
ing moved to suspend the rules for the reception 
of his resolutions independently of any under- 
standing on the part of gentlemen, that fe might 
have presented them to the House untrammelled 
by any other resolutions whatever. He could not 
consent to mix up any other proposition with 


| those contained in his resolutions. 


Mr. BAYLY begged leave to say to the gentle- 
man from Maryland, [Mr. Evans,] that, notwith- 
standing the objections to his [Mr. E.’s}: resolu- 


And why this usurpation? It is well known that || tion on account of its vagueness, if the gentleman 
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would. move for.a separate commit 
would vote forit = = Pee 

Mr. EVANS said he did not- see whys 
rate committee was necessary. “* He was perf 
willing to refer these subjects fo one commi 

Mr. BAYLY.. If the gentleman’s amendment | 
is added the committee will not be able to ‘report, 
during the present:session of Congress." i 

Mr. EVANS. If there shoüld be two commit- 
tees I doubt whether they would be able to report 
during this session; and Ido not see why eighteen. . 
persons instead of nine persons should be:bur- 
dened, embarrassed, trammelled with the business.’ 
The committee of nine would be appointed by the 
Chair, in whom and in whose appointments he 
had confidence, and he ventured to say they would 
be able to investigate all the proposed subjects of 
inquiry with about as much expedition as they 
could a part only, and more appropriately than to 
have the subject divided out among more members, 

Mr. E. further pressed his appeal to Mr. R. to 
accept his amendment; and a brief conversation 
arose between the two gentlemen, in which Mr. 
Roor also participated. i poe 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said: The . 
remarks which have fallen from the gentleman 
from Maryland, [Mr. Evans,] must convince 
every member of this House that the object he 
has in view is confusion. He evidently wishes to 
evade the inquiry. His proposed enlargementiof 
the investigation will carry us so far into this mat- 
ter as to present a task which it is not probable 
any committee will undertake to perform. 1 am 
constrained, therefore, to doubt his sincerity... I 
cannot believe he is sincere in desiring any part or 
parcel of this investigation. He makes a mere 
parliamentary ruse to extenuate a vote which he 
intends to give. 

If, however, he be sincere, he should make his 
charges specific—not to insinuate fraud, defalea- 
tion, corruption, in general terms; but to specify 
the case—to be as definite, at all events, as the 
original resolution of the gentleman from Illinois, 
[Mr. Ricwarpson.] p ; ; 

But the conduct of the officials proposed’ by. 
him to be investigated, is no longer a subject de- 
manding of this House or this Congress imme- 
diate and pressing action. Our power is limited 
to a preferment of articles of impeachment. The 
penalty of being found guilty extends only to a 
removal from office and an incapacity to hold 
office. If there were any derelictions by the 
former high functionaries, similar to those. now , 
intimated, it was the.duty of the last. Congress to 
have exposed them to the country. Nothing now 
discovered can prevent abuses; moreover, all the 
papers, correspondence, and accounts, are now in 
the hands and keeping of their political opponents. — 
They have the power, and I cannot’ doubt their 
disposition to expose and to make known every- 
thing. An investigation now into the offcial cons 
duct of the members of the past Administration, 
without a showing of probable cause of corrup- 
tion, is unnecessary and profitless. But still I say 
to the gentleman. from Maryland, [Mr. Evans,] 
that if he will make his charges’ specific—if he 
wishes to inquire into any named special case, de- 
cided by any public officer at any time heretofore, 
and will move for a committee, I will not refuse 
it to him—on the contrary, I will vote for it. 

But the objection urged to the resolutions of the 
gentleman from Illinois is, thatthe Secretary of the 
Interior is charged with no guilt, charged with no 
particular official corruption. Nothing, in my 
estimation, would be more improper. ‘The very 
point in the inquiry is, whether the Secretary of 
the Interior has been guilty of corruption. in cer- 
iain specified official transactions. © Guilt’is “not 
assumed, buta well-founded belief is entertained - 
and expressed, that his conduct needs explana- 
tion. Such is my opinion. 9% ° a 

Let me take the first case, and present the facts 
as they. are represented to. me. The Messrs. 
Ewings had a claim before the Indian Bureau 
during the last Administration. They had their 
attorneys, and pressed its allowance. It was’ re- 
jected, after argument, by the proper officers. 
“After exhausting all their. means to obtain the 
amount they-claimed from the executive officers, 
they appealed to Congress; and I have the joint 
resolution in my hand, reported by General Atch- 
ison of the Senate, on January 8, 1849, the 
chairman at that time, I believe, of the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs, which was intended to pro- 
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vide for this case. It authorized the appointment 
of commissioners to examine into certain Indian 
debt claims. If the Committee on Indian Affairs 
of the Senate believed it was the duty, indeed if 
they believed the executive officers had the power 
to return and allow this claim, do you suppose 
this joint resolution would have been authorized 
by that committee to be reported? The committee 
may have deemed the claima just one, and may 
have been willing to open thé way to a reversal of 
the decision of the executive departments by the 
appointment of commissioners; but it is perfectly 
clear they deemed it necessary to interpose the 
powerful arm of Congress to reach it. The joint 
resolution, however, did not pass Congress. The 
old executive officers pass out, and the present 
incumbents take possession of the offices. The 
appeal to Congress is no longer made. The Sec- 
retary of the Interior entertains, hears, and de- 
termines the case; and $77,000, or thereabouts,. is 
drawn from the Treasury, and paid over to indi- 
viduals contrary to the former decision on the sub- 
ject. 
3 This transaction, which I have no dgabt is truly 
reportedeso far as it goes, presents two questions. 
First, Did the Secretary of the Interior have the 
power to revive and readjudge this case after it 
had been previously finally decided by his prede- 
cessors? Second, In assuming the power and in 
reversing a former adjudication and paying out 
this large private claim, would all the circumstances 
and facts warrant the imputation that he acted cor- 
ruptly from improper or impure motives: was any 
advantage in any way to inure to him, the Secre- 
tary? : 
Not knowing the precise facts in this case, I 
assume, what I suppose no gentleman will contro- 
vert, that the Secretary of the Interior has al- 
lowed the claim or claims of the Messrs. Ewing, 
and that his predecessor had rejected the same 
claim; and when I refer to the Senate resolution, 
I do not speak from idle and vague rumor as a 
confirmatory proof of its rejection. The Secre- 
tary, then, has exercised a power wrong in prin- 
ciple, dangerous in practice, and has taken up his 
march along a road which will lead to the greatest 
corruption. In my judgment, a decision by the 
Executive department, in which I include the heads 
of Burreaus, Secretaries and President, when ap- 
eals are taken, has the same binding effect as a 


judgment entered up in a court of justice, and. 


that it is binding upon all the parties, barring 
fraud and mistakes. It becomes a res adjudicatur, 
and nothing but the power of Congress can reopen 
the case. We must have something fixed, some- 
thing disposed of as we go along. The power 
claimed by the Secretary of the Interior is not 
exercised by the Postmaster General. Mr. Col- 
lamer, who was Jong a member of this House, 
and is a good lawyer, has again and again re- 
fused to reopen cases decided by his predecessor. 
My colleague [Mr. McWiure] and myself a few 
days since had a trial of this principle. A con- 
stituent of ours had a small claim, founded, as I 
believe, in justice and equity, amounting to some 
$150. Yet the Postmaster General, upon appli- 
cation, refused to reopen the case. His prede- 
cessor had adjudicated the claim; he regarded the 
whole matter as res adjudicate. I am convinced 
he was right, and under my advice our constitu- 
ent has appealed to this House for justice. This 
seems not to be the principle or the practice of the 
Secretary of the Interior. This subject should be 
examined. Iam astonished that the Administra- 
tion party exhibit such seeming unwillingness to 
meet the issue broadly, flatly, readily. A sensi- 
tive mind, conscious of rectitude, would court in- 
vestigation, would regard those gentlemen who 
ask for a committee as his best friends, enabling 
him to justify himself. If there be nothing wrong 
in the conduct of the Secretary, his apparent 
friends on this floor would induce the belief that 
they feared some development which would in- 
culpate the Secretary. 

But the course proposed is said to be unprece- 
dented 
Mr. HALL interposed, and (Mr. T. yielding the 
floor) said he desired to call the attention of the 
House to the fact, that during the last Congress, 
the Committee on Public Expenditures reported a 
series of resolutions directing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to farnish the House with certain in- 
formation in relation to the management of the 
Treasury, and especially in relation to loans and | 


Treasury notes. That resolution was introduced 
on the ist of May, 1848, and in June, 1848, the 
Journal has this entry: 

“Mr. JOHN A. ROCKWELL moved to amend Mr. 
Srroun’s resolution as follows: 

« Resolved, That the Committee on Public Expenditures 
be instructed to make a thorough examination into the con- 
dition of the Treasury. Department, and especially in rela- 
tion to the treasury notes and loans under the acts of July 
22, 1846, and January 28, 1847, and that said committee have 
- leave to.send for persons and papers, and to employ a clerk 
at the usual compensation.” . 

This resolution was decided in the affirmative, 
yeas 138, nays 37. 

Mr. SWEETSER desired to make an explana- 
tion. 

Mr. T. again yielded the floor. ; 

Mr. S. said, that in an informal treaty made by 
traders and merchants not authorized by the Gov- 
ernment, for the purpose of purchasing the Miami 
Reservation, made at Massasineway, the Miami 
Indians stipulated for the sale of the Miami Res- 
ervation, and for the payment of their numerous 
creditors, among whom were the Messrs. Ewing, 
they being their largest creditors. 

The Government subsequently adopted the 
treaty so far as the purchase of the Reservation 
was concerned, and at the same time assumed to 
question the validity of the claims agaimst the 
Miami tribe of Indians, and assumed to suspend 
the payment subsequently. The Miami tribe held 
a council, in which théy recommended the adjust- 
ment of claims against the tribe, made at the Mas- 
sasineway treaty, upon a reinvestigation, a sche- 
dule which they were willing should be paid. They 
made a schedule of the claims which they were 
willing should be paid, and submitted said sched- 
ule and adjustment to the Government, for the 
sanction of the Government, which was given. 

The Indian Bureau upon investigation being 
made, made a decision near the close of Mr. 
Polk’s administration, refusing to pay the Messrs. 
Ewing the amount of their claim as adjusted by 
the Indians, and approved by the President. 

From the decision of the head of the Indian Bu- 
reau, an appeal was taken to the Secretary of the 
Interior. That appeal was taken after the present 
Administration came into power. Mr. S. regarded 
the appeal from the head of the Indian Bureau to 
the head of the department having charge of the 


amount paid the Messrs. Ewing not exceeding the 
amount stipulated by the Miamis in the aforesaid 
readjustment, is right. Mr. S. said, having some 
knowledge of the matter, he did not feel at liberty 
to remain silent, when the reputation ofa Secretary 
was involved, who had no opportunity to make an 
explanation upon this floor. He said that he 
should, however, vote for an investigation, in order 
to give those who were implicated an opportunity 
for explanation. 

Mr. ‘THOMPSON said, he was not inquiring 
into the reasons that induced the reversal of the 
decision. That was a matter which might be re- 
ferred to the committee. He was satisfied with 


officer had rejected this claim, and—— 
Mr. VINTON interposed and asked a question, 


which may be inferred from the reply. 


mittee of Indian Affairs of the Senate had author- 

ized Mr. Atchison to introduce a joint resolution 

appointing commissioners to pass upon the claim 

of the Messrs. Ewing, was evidence that the com- 

mittee believed that there was no remedy in the | 
Executive Department, and that it was necessary 
to interpose the power of Congress to induce the 
settlement of the claim. 

Mr. CROWELL desired to ask one question. | 

Mr. THOMPSON again yielded. 

Mr. CROWELL. Is this rejection of a claim 
by the head of a department any more res adjudi- 
cata than the rejection of a claim by either House 
of Congress would be? l 


country is in our hands, and we can exercise our Í 
discretion. 


Mr. CROWELL. The gentleman from Mis- 


House. lask him for information. 
Mr. THOMPSON (apparently not hearing the 


two cases. There is a wide difference between + 


Indian Bureau as legitimate; and further, that the | 


of which nothing was heard, but the purport of |: 


Mr. THOMPSON said, the fact that the com-| 


Mr. THOMPSON. I regard this asa very dif- || 
ferent matter. The whole of the treasury of the |; 
| 


remark;) there is a broad distinction between the | 


this House and one of the departments. The 
departments have to go by rule of law. If lam 
not mistaken there isa decision of the Supreme 
Court upon that point. 

Mr. CROWELL. Does not this House go by 
rule of law? 

Mr. THOMPSON. Ido not desire to be inter- 
rupted in this way. We make the laws. We 
have a discretion given tous. We owe responsi- 
bility only to God and our constituents. We are 
held responsible for what we do bere. We make 
rules of law, and unmake them at our pleasure. 
{tis different with the officers of the Executive de- 
partments. They must execute the laws. When 
one of these officers rejects a claim, it is decided, 
though the party may appeal to this House for 
a reversal of its decision. 

Mr. ASHMUN inquired whether, if the Post- 
master General had allowed the claim in the case 
of the gentleman’s constituent referred to, whether 
he would have pocketed the money? 

Mr. THOMPSON. My constituent would 
have taken the money. I think: he was clearly 
entitled to it. My colleague [Mr. Mc Wixuie} has 
presented the claim. I think Mr. Collamer was 
right in not reversing the decision; but I think this 
House ought to do so. This is the only place 
where redress can be obtained. J say that revers- 
al does not necessarily imply corruption; but it 
presents a case which would necessarily lead to an 
examination and inquiry. Would not Mr. Ewing 
himself require it? Would he ask his friends to 
screen him from such an investigation ? 

Some conversation here took place between Mr. 
Gentry and Mr. Tuomrson, arising out of a re- 
mark of the former, that no member on his side of 
the House declined an investigation, but that the 
only question was, what was the proper investiga- 
tion, and what the first step to be taken in it. 

Mr. T. then submitted that the course now 
proposed was the very course adopted by the 

entleman himself and three-fourths of the last 

ongress in relation to the Secretary of the Treas- 
urgi and Mr. T. read some of the votes thereon, 
he only remaining inquiry (continued Mr, 
T.) is, were the circumstances attending this de- 
|| cision such as to lead to the conviction of corrup- 
ition? It may be that the Secretary may have 
reversed the decision of his predecessor, not only 
in this case, but in all those enumerated, and in 
many others; and though he was wrong, indeed 
| grossly wrong, it may turn out on investigation 
| that he was neither interested nor corrupt. This 
no gentleman has a right to assume from the facts 
now well known and admitted. The determina- 
|| tion of this very question is what the committee 
|| are required to do, and 1 can see no objection to 
i) at 

The only question in my mind is that raised by 
the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Gippings,] ought 
i| the matter to be referred to a special committee or 
i tothe standing Committee on Public Expenditures? 
| I prefer the special committee, and shall vote for 


}| it; but I shall be content with the standing com- 
. H a 
one fadt, and that was, that the former executive | 


mittee, if we confer upon it sufficient power to 
|| examine into and eviscerate all the facts. I have 
į regarded the whole subject as involving merely the 

rightfulness of the expenditure of public money. 
I think there is not the slightest analogy between 
| this case and that put by the gentleman from Geor- 


i| gia, that every person hasa right to be secure from 


| search—that his premises, his papers cannot be 
, reached without due process of law. Sir, a public 
officer is but an agent of the people—the papers he 
has are not his papers—the money he disburses is 
not his money: they all belong to the people; and 
we, as the representatives of the people, have a 
right to examine his papers, count his money at 
any lime, aye, at any hour, either of the day or the 
night, when it shall meet our Wishes. There is not 
the least similitude between such a case and that of 
an individual who hasa right to have his papers 
secure from seizure or examination without due 
; process of law. 

In every way in which you may present this 
question, I must think gentlemen do themselves 


i AN 
| great injustice, as well as the Secretary of tha Inte- 
rior, in shrinking from this investigation, and in 


Sire te ; € | evading a direct issue upon the points presented 
sissippi [Mr. Tuompson] is an old member of this | i f p $ J 


Gentlemen call upon me to move the previous 
uestion. After what I have said l could not do it. 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, said he was not 
opposed to any investigation by any properly-con- 
stituted committee of the House. He read the 


1850. 


E 


on Public Expenditures, as follows: ; 

“Y_shall be the duty of the Committee on Public Ex- 
penditures to examine into the state of the several Public De- 
pariments, and particularly into laws making appropriations 
of money, and to report whether the moneys have been dis- 
bursed | conformably with such laws; and also to report, 
from time to time, such provisions and arrangements as 
may be necessary to add to the economy of the departments 
aud the accountability of their officers.?? 

Under this rule the House had constituted a 
standing committee, whose especial duty it was to 
take charge of the disbursements of money in the 
various public departments. Let this committee 
report upon the topics of inquiry proposed by the 
resolutions of the gentleman from Illinois, if in 
their investigations they found it necessary. And 
if any gentleman desired to refer special inquiries 


to them, let it be done by resolution, and there i 


was no gentleman on this side of the House, he 
ventured to say, who would interpose the least 
objection. At the head of the Committee on Pub- 
lic Expenditures, he saw was the gentleman from 
Tennessee, [Mr. Jounson.] He believed that 
gentleman was quite vigilant; he had never heard 
that he was indisposed to the discharge of such 
duty. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, interposed, (the 
floor being yielded for explanation,) and referred 
the gentleman to the 78th rule, which, he said, 
devolved the same duties upon the Committee of 
Ways and Means; and he said, by reference to 
other rules, the gentleman would find that six ad- 
ditional committees had been constituted, upon 
whom the same duties had been devolved. So 
far as he was concerned, and he thought he might 
say the same with reference to the other members 
of the Committee on Public Expenditures, that 
commiteee were exceedingly anxious to know 
what their duties were. They found their duties 
divided and distributed between five or six com- 


miitees, and the committee were really at a loss | 


to know what their duties were: 

Mr. STEPHENS (resuming) said, that the 
other rules to which the gentleman had refer- 
red did but strengthen the position which he had 
taken. The duty of examining into the accounts 
of the departments was now assigned by the 
standing rules of the House, to some fifty gentle- 
men, composing five or six standing committees. 
What necessity was there, then, for the appoint- 
ment of an additional special committee at this 
time? This investigation came peculiarly within 
the range of the duties of the Committee on Pub- 
lic Expenditures.. Other committees had the same 
general duty confided to their charge; but this fact 
did not exonerate the Committee on Public Ex- 
penditures. He would be glad to see that com- 
miltee investigate the subjects proposed by the res- 
olutions of the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. 
Ricwarpson,] but he could see no necessity for 
the appointment of a special committee. 

The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Bayty] had 
spoken of this House as the grand inquest of the 
nation. 
man in that proposition. 
they pleased, the grand jury of this realm, whose 


duty it was to inquire into all these matters. | 


They were to do it, however, according to their 
rules, unless a case arose which did not come 
within those rules. But should they not proceed 
with the same deliberation and caution, and upon 
the same fixed principles by which the Mand 
jury of a county was governed? How did the 
grand jury—the grand inquest of a county— 


proceed upon such a matter? Hither by present- | 


ment, or by indictment. Where was the prosecutor 
here? There was none. If any man came to the 
bar of this House, or by a memorial presented, 
made a charge against any of the heads of the de- 
partments, it would constitute a sufficient cause for 


the House to proceed instantly to the investiga- | 


tion. But no responsible accuser had appeared; 
no specific charges had been made. 

The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Bayzy] 
would argue that the House should proceed in 
this matter in the same manner as a grand jury 
did in the case of a presentment. 
of acounty might presenta bill, if any of their 
number knew that a crime, or an act in violation 
of law, had been committed. But would a grand 
jury find a presentment upon the statement of 
one of its members, that he had heard out of 
doors certain charges made, for which he would 
not vouch? Never. In this case, no gentleman 


He (Mr. S.) accorded with the gentle- | 
The House were, if | 


The grand jury || 


in this Hall had risen and preferred charges, nor 
had any tangible charges, made by responsible 
persons, come from without. Upon this state of 
facts, he was totally opposed to such proceeding, 
to arresting the attention of the House, in making 
such investigations which might consume week 
after week, and month after month, if they took 
up the subject, and appointed committees to inves- 
tigate all the charges floating in the newspapers. 
Why, growing out of this very Mexican war, 
there had arisen claims which had been allowed in 
the various departments, amounting to perhaps 
twenty or thirty millions of dollars. Suppose it 
should be charged by these writers that one and 
another of these claims had been improperly al- 
lowed, would the fact of a member’s coming in 
and referring to these vague charges, presenting 
neither the names of their authors, nor himself 
vouching for the correctness of the charges, 
constitute a case for investigation by a special 
committee of this House? Should the atten 
tion of the House be arrested in following up 
such an airy, newspaper, ignis fatuus, and espe- 
cially when the House had taken the pre- 
caution in their organization, to raise stand- 
ing committees to investigate all such matters? 
The Committee on Public Expenditures, at the 
head of which was the gentleman from Tennessee, 
were opposed to the present Administration in the 
proportion of six to three. He alluded to this 
fact to show the gentleman from Ulinois [Mr. 
RicHarpson] that he could have ample investiga- 
tion from this committee. He (Mr. S.) shrank 
from no investigation, but he stood upon principle. 
He was opposed to the further multiplication of 
committees to take charge of this subject. 
the Committee on Public Expenditures, composed | 
of competent men, as he believed they were, bring ; 
forward any charge against the head of this de- | 
partment, as to the propriety of disbursements 
made under his authority, or Jet them report any 


law which they considered necessary to regulate | 


these disbursements, and they should have his aid. | 
If, moreover, they wished the power to send for | 
persons and papers, they had but to make the | 
request and it would be cheerfully granted by his | 
side of the House. He saw, therefore, no neces- 
sity for the appdintment of this special committee, 


Mr. COBB, of Alabama, remarking that this || 
question had been discussed about three hours, | 


and in an able manner by gentlemen on both sides ! 
of the House, and that he presumed the House | 
was now ready to take a vote, moved the previous | 
question. ak | 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, said, before. the | 
previous question was put he wished to ask the 
gentleman from Iilinois [Mr. Ricuarpson] if he | 
would adopt his (Mr. S.’s) amendment? 

Mr. RICHARDSON was understood to reply in | 
the negative. | 

Mr. MEADE appealed to the gentleman from | 


Alabama [Mr. Coss] to withdraw the demand for |; 
the previous question, to allow him to make a |. 


single remark, in which, he said, the gentleman || 
was equally interested with himself; and he | 
pledged himself to renew the demand. i 

Mr. COBB withdrew the demand. i 


Mr. MEADE said he wished to say to the gen- | 


tleman from Maryland, [Mr. Evans,} who had 
offered this amendment, that, for one, he was 


willing that the proposition should be adopted by | The question was taken, and decided in the 
i > 


i « 
iH negative. 


the House. He was well acquainted with some 
of the individuals who were pointed to in that reso- | 
lution. One of them was a member of the late | 
Cabinet. In his behalf, he (Mr. M.) courted an 


investigation, and he pledged himself to vote for |; 
the resolution whenever the gentleman might in- | 


troduce it. And he took the liberty, and he did 
not fear the responsibility, of pledging his side of | 
the House to vote for it also, 

In accordance with his pledge, Mr. M. renewed 
the demand for the previous question. 


Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, appealed to the | 


gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Meape] to with- 


draw the motion, to allow him. (Mr. E.) to make 7 


a single remark. 

Mr. MEADE declined to withdraw, having | 
made the motion in accordance with his pledge to ; 
the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Coxzs.] Í 

Mr. VAN DYKE moved that the House ad- 
journ. i 

The motion was rejected. i 

And the question having been taken, there was | 
a second. i 


Let |! 


And the main question was ordered, to`'be' no 
taken. ae ee ee ee 

Which main question was first on agreeing: to 
the amendment of the gentlenian from Oly [Mr. i 
Gipvines,] striking out the words “së orm- 
mittee,” and inserting “the Committee. ön. Public 
Expenditures.” H DENAT EN 

And the question was taken and ‘decided in the 
negative—ayes 77, noes 82. hae a 

So the amendment was rejected. pos 

The question then recurred on agreeing tothe 
resolution as offered by. the gentleman from Ili- 
nois, [Mr. RICHARDSON.] 

Mr. RICHARDSON asked the 
which were ordered. 

Mr. GENTRY said, he asked ‘leave to. repeat 
the notification which he had this morning given 
to the House, that if this resolution was voted 
down, he should immediately offer the one which 
he had offered in the early part of the day. 

The question was then taken and decided in the 
afirmative—yeas 95, nays 73, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Allen, Ashe, Averett, Bayly, 
Biss¢l!, Bocock, Booth, Bowdon, Bowlin, Beyd, Aibert G, 
Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, Joseph Cable, Cart- 
ter, Cleveland, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Dimmick, Disney, 
Doty, Dunham, Durkee, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, 
Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Giddings, Gorman, Hall, Hamilton, 
Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, Sampson 
W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Haymond, Hoagland, Hojta- 
day, Howard, Hubbard, Joseph W. Jackson, Andrew John- 
son, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufnian, Preston King, 
La Sére, Leffler, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, McCler- 
nand, McDonald, McLanahan, Robert M. McLane, Me- 
Mulien, MeWillie, Meacham, Meade, Miller, Millson, Olds, 
Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Potter, Powell, Richardson, 
Robbins, Robinson, Root, Ross, Sawtelle, Shepperd, Fred- 
erick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, 
| Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, 
William Thompson, Walden, Wellborn, Wentworth, Wil- 
driek, Williams, and Wood—95. . 

NAY S—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Baker, Bennett, Bo- 
kee, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, J. P. 
Caldwel!, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Cote, 
Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, 
Duer, Duncan, Alexander Evans, Fowler, Freediey, Gentry, 
Gould, Halloway, Hampton, Hebard, Henry, Howe, Kerr, 
Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. King, John Ae 
| King, Matteson, McGaughey, McKissock, Finis E. Me Lean, 
Moore, Morehead, Morse, Morton, Nelson, Newell, Otis, 
Pheenix, Pitman, Reynolds, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sack- 
ett, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Alexander H. Ste- 


yeas and nays, 


it phens, Taylor, John B. Thompson, Thurman, ‘Toombs, Un- 
|) derhitl, Van Dyke, Vinton, White, and Winthrop—73. 
if] 


So the resolution was adopted. 


Mr. FITCH, from the Committee on Territories, 
|. by unanimous consent, reported a bill No. 250, to 


i| create the office of surveyor general of public 
|| lands in Oregon, and to provide for the survey, 


and to make donations to settlers of said. public 
lands, accompanied: by a report in writing; which 
said bill was read a- first and ‘second time. by: its, 
title, and referred to the Committee ‘on public 
lands, and the bill and report ordered to be printed.. 

Mr. JONES moved a reconsideration of. the 


| vote by which the resolution of Mr. RICHARDSON 


| had been adopted, and moved that that motion be 
! Taid upon the table. j 
| Ordered accordingly. 
|; Mr. STANLY asked the unanimous consent of 
| the House to offer a resolution, and gave: notice, 
that if objection was made, he should move asus- 
pension of the rules. , 
Mr. BAYLY asked the gentleman from. North 
Carolina [Mr. Stanty] to waive his motion to 


j 

| : J 

ji allow him to make a motion. 
i 


| Mr. THOMAS moved that the House adjourn. 


i So the House refused to adjourn. 
: The question recurring on the motion of Mr, 
| Sranziy for unanimous consent to introduce: his 
resolution— 4 
Mr. BAYLY repeated his request that the. gen- 
‘ tleman would waive his motion for a- moment: to 
` allow him (Mr. B,) to report the’ deficiency bill, 
merely that it might be referred, and the amend- 
ments printed. , 
Mr. STANLY said the House could adopt his 
; resolution in the time that the gentleman consumed 
| in making the request... 
| Crees: We will adopt it. 
| The-resolution of Mr. Staniy was read, as fol- 
| lows, viz: i 
| Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be directed 


to inform this House whether he reopened and paid to 
| W. Gand G. W. Ewing a claim against the United States 


ii ef 977,000, which had heen adjudicated and rejected by the 
|, proper officers of the Government before the said Secretary 


was inducted into said office; that he state the nature and 
| character of said claim, the condition in which it was, and 
| whataclion had been had on it when he came into office, 


+ 
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» evidence on which it was allowed; that he state 
Di he evidens and ‘attorneys for said claim; whether 
any clerk in the Department of the Interior bad any in- | 
terest therein, and how much interest, if any, was acquired. 
2d That the said Secretary be also directed to inform the 
House whether he reopened and paid interest to the amount |; 
Of 31,000 on the pension granted to James Rarron, for ser- 
vices rendered in the Virginia navy during the revolution- 
ary war, after the principal had been fully paid and dis- 
charged; and if;said. interest was paid, was it simple or 
eompound? Ifeompound interest was paid, was it by, the 
direction of said Seeretary? and whether he has authorized | 
in any case the payment of compound interest on any | 
glaim?: and that he state who was the agent or attorney for 
said claim, and the jaw or authority under which he paid 


the same. i N 
3d. Thatihe said Secretary be also direeted to inform the 


House whether he reopened and paid aclaim to any. person 
or persons in behalf of the Chickasaw Indians of $108,000, 
after the same had been adjudicated and rejected by the 
proper officer of the Government before the said Seeretary 
came into office; that he inform the House fully what was | 
the situation of the said-claim when he came into office; 
on. what evidence, opinion, or authority, be alowed and | 
paid said claim; who was. the agent or agents, attorney or 
attorneys, and who was the party or parties in interest; 
dud whether said agent, attorney, or parties in interest, held | 
at the time of such payment, or now hold, any office under | 
this Government. 

4th. That the said Secretary be directed to inform the 
House whether he exercised the power of appointment of 
clerks in the Pension Office and the General Land Office; 
and if so, by what authority of law? Atso, whether any 
clerk appointed by him reviews the decisions of the Com- 
missioner of Peusions by order and direction of said Secre- | 
tary; and.if so, that he state the reasons and authority for | 
such order and direction. ee 

“Mr. WENTWORTH said, that when it had 
been said on his side of the House, that they had 
no objections, they meant to the resolution of the į 
gentleman from Maryland, [Mr, Evans.} And if 
the gentleman from Maryland had any objection 
to offering his resolution, he (Mr. W.) would take 
upon himself the responsibility of doing so. 

The SPEAKER, The resolution is not now 
before the House. ‘The question is whether there 
is any objection to the introduction of the resolu- | 
tion of the gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. | 
Sranry.] i 

Mr. JONES. Does not the rule require that a | 
resolution calling for information shall lie over | 
one day? | 

The SPEAKER. The rule of the House re- , 
quires that all resolutions calling upon executive į 
officers for information, shall lie over one day. | 
And it was upon that ground that the Chair 
tuléd the resolution out as an amendment to | 
the resolution of the gentleman from Illiacis. But | 
the Tiouse can, by unanimous consent, or under a | 


al The SPEAKER, 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. McLANE then said of course without 
being printed? i i 

Mr. STANLY said that was a question for the 
House to decide. - , 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD desired to ask a question. 

Mr. VINTON said, that if the information 
came to this House, it would, as a matter of 


| course, go to the committee. 


Mr. BAYLY. Yes—but is it to be printed? 

Mr. VINTON made a remark not distinctly 
heard, but which was understood to be an expres- 
sion that he should not ask for the printing anterior 
to the report of the investigating committee. _ 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, said it was im- 
portant that there should be a distinct understand- 
ing. on that point. 

Mr. VINTON suggested that the demand for 
the yeas and nays should be withdrawn. 

The SPEAKER said it could only be withdrawn 
by unanimous consent. 

Mr. HALL objected. 

Mr. KAUFMAN inquired of the Speaker, 
| whether if the House should now adjourn, the 

subject would not be the first business in order on 
Monday next? 
The motion to adjourn is 
| not in order, for the reason stated by the Chair. 
But if the House should adjourn, leaving the 
question undisposed of, it would come up as the 
unfinished business on the first day on which 
motions to suspend the rule would be in order. 

Mr. BAYLY rose to inquire whether he had 
understood the gentleman [Mr. Vinton] on the 
other side of the House to say that the paper would 
be referred without printing ? 

No answer was made—or, if made, it was not 
heard. 

The question, ‘Shall the rules be suspended ?” 
was then taken, and decided in the aflirmative— 
yeas 96, nays 44, as foliows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Bennett, Bo- 
| coek, Bokee, Breek, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Burt, Ches- 
| ter Butter, Joseph P, Caldwell, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, 
| Clarke, Clingman, Williainson R. W., Cobb, Cole, Conger, 
| Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Disney, Dixon, Doty, 
Duer, Duncan, Edmundson, Alexander. Evans, Fowler, 
| Freedley, Gentry, Gould, Holloway, Hampton, Harlan, 
Uaymond, Henry, Hovaday, Howe, inge, Andrew Johnson, 
Kerr, Danici P. King, George G. King, James G. King, John 
kA. King, Preston King, Job Mann, Matteson, McGaughey, 
MeKissock, Pinis B. McLean, Meacham,’ Meade, Millson, 
Moore, Morehead, Morse, Morton, Nelson, Newell, Otis, 
Outlaw, Phenix, Pitman, Potter, Powell, Puinam, Rey- 
| nolds, Robbins, Rockwell, Root, Rose, Ramsey, Sackett, 
} Shepperd, Silvester, Spaukling, Stanly, Strong, Sweetser, 


suspension of the rules, not only introduce the res- | 
olution, but consider it also. f 

The SPEAKER now asked whether any gey- 
tleman objected to the introduction of the resoli- 
tion of the gentleman from North Carolina, (Myr. 
Sranuy.] 


Messrs. J, CABLE, CARTTER, and BROWN, |! Richardson, Fs 


of Mississippi, severally rose and objected. i 

Mr. STANLY. Then [ move to suspend the | 
rules, and T ask the yeas and nays. 

Mr. MEADE desired to suggest to the gentle 
man from North Carolina, [Mr. Sranzy,] that a | 
modification of the resolution might be made which | 
would probably render it acceptable to the whole || 

| 


House. 
The SPEAKER said that the gentleman could |: 
proceed by unanimous consent. li 

No objection having been made— 

Mr. MEADE said the modification he wished 
to suggest was, that the communication should be |) 
addressed to the committee instead of the House. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, moved that the 
House do now adjourn. i 

‘The yeas and nays were asked and ordered, and | 
being tuken, were-——yeas 66, nays 90. | 

So the House refased to adjourn. ‘ 

The question then recurred on the demand of |i 
Mr. Srawzy for the yeas and nays on his motion 
to suspend the rules. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. KAUFMAN moved that the House ad- 
journ. 


he 


SPEAKER said no question had inter- | 


vened since the House had refused to adjourn, and , 
therefore the motion was not in order. 


Mr. KAUFMAN suggested that the yeas and | 


nays had been ordered. 
Some conversation took place between Mr. Me- 

Lawn of Maryland, and Mr. Sranuy— 
Mr. McLANE inquiring whether this paper, || 

when it came, was to be referred to the committee? i! 
Mr. STANLY said of course. 


Taylor, Thurman, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, 
| Wentworth, White, Williams, and Wintirop—96, 
NAYS-~—AI atsan, Ashe, Averett, Bayly, Bissell, 
Bowlin, Boyd, Joseph Gabio, Cartter, Cleveland, Dimiuiek, 
Denham, iberston, Puller, Hal, Hammond, Isham G. 
a W. Harris, Hubbard, Joseph W. Jackson, 
Fohuson, Jen aufman, Littlefield, MeDon- 
ald, Robert DME Mebane, Her, Parkor, Peaslee, Phelps, 
ederick 1. Stanton, Richard H, Stanton, 
| Alexander H. Ste atson, Thomas, Jacob Thomp- 
sony James Thompson, Toombs, Walden, Wallace, Well- 


|; born, Wildrick, and Wood—44. 
if So two-thirds voting in the affirmative, the rules 
| were suspended. 


‘The resolution being thus before the House, 

The question was stated on agreeing thereto. 

Mr. JONES rose to inquire whether the rule 
did not require that the resolution shold lie over 
one day? 


Mr. STANLY moved that the rules of the 
House be suspended for the purpose of considering 
the resolution at this time. 

The question was taken, and the vote was de- 
clared to be—ayes 85, noes 47. 


i 
| Mr. STANLY asked the yeas and nays. 


|. Mr. FEATHERSTON moved that the House 
do now adjourn. 

| The question was taken, and the vote stood— 

| ayes 69, noes 83. 

| So the House refused to adjourn. 

| The question recurring on the motion to sus- 


| negative, (two-thirds not voting therefor,) yeas 84, 


ii nays 45; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs 


pend the rules, it was taken and decided in thel be made the special order of the day for the third 


Milson, Moore, Morehead, Morse, Morton, Nelson, Newell, 
Otis, Outlaw, Phoenix, Pitman, Putnam; Reynolds, Roeck- 
well, Root, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Shepperd, Silvester, 
Spaulding, Stanly, Strong, Taylor, Thurman, Tuck, Under- 
hill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, and White—64, 
NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bayly, Bissell, 
Bowlin, Joseph Cable, Cie veland, W. R. W. Cobb, Dimmick, 
Duer, Edmundson, Featherston, Fitch, Fuiler, Hall, Ham- 
itoa, Hammond, fsham G. Hayis, Thomas L. Harris, Hub- 
bard, Joseph W. Jackson, Jones, Kaufman, La Sère, 
Littlefield, Job Mann, Robert M. McLane, McQueen, 
Miler, Parker, Peaslee Phelps, Richardson, Frederick P. 
Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, 
Tanes Thompson Walden, Wallace, Wildrick, and Wood, 


So the rules were not suspended. 
And the House refused to consider the resolu- 
tion at this time. 
THE CENSUS. 


Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania, asked and 
obtained the unanimous consent of the House to 
report back from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
the census bill of the Senate with sundry amend- 
ments. 

Mr. T. moved that the bill and amendments be 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, ordered to be printed, and be 
made the special order of the day for to-morrow, 
and each succeeding day until disposed of. 

The question was first taken on referring the 
bill and on the printing, and was decided in the 
affirmative. 

So the bill and amendments were referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MILLER, from the same committee, asked 
and obtained leave to make a minority report on 
the same subject, accompanined by a bill, as a 
substitute for the bill of the majority; which were 
ordered to be printed and referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of Union. 

The question recurring om the motion of Mr. 
Tuompson, of Pennsylvania, to make the bill the 
special order for to-morrow, and for every subse- 
quent.day until disposed of— 

Mr. ROOT moved that the House adjourn. 

The House refused to adjourn, 

Mr. DUER moved to amend the motion of Mr. 
Tuomrson, by striking out “ to-morrow,” and in- 
serting “ Thursday.” 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. MOREHEAD moved to amend by insert- 
ing “ Wednesday.” Agreed to. 

So the bill was made the special order of the day 
for Wednesday next, and for each succeeding day 
until disposed of. ` 


DELEGATES FROM NEW MEXICO, 


2 

Mr. VAN DYKE rose, he said, to a privileged 
question. he Committee on Elections had, some 
days since, reported on the memorial of Hugh N. 
Smith, who was an applicant for a seat on this 
floor from New Mexico. That report had been 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and made the special order of the 
day for the 29th instant. In accordance with the 
instructions of the minority of that coramittee, he 
now desired to make a report, and that it should 
take the same direction as had been given to the 
report of the majority. Și 

The SPEAKER stated that the Chair was of 
opinion that the report of a minority of the com- 


| mittee was not a question of privilege nor a privi- 
leged question, but that it had been the universal 


practice of the House, as a matter of courtesy, to 
allow the minority to make a report. 

No objection being made— 

The report was received, referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
made the special order for the 29th instant, and 
ordered to be printed. 

BOUNTY LAND. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, asked the unanimous 

consent of the House, and objection being made, 


| moved a suspension of the rales, to allow him to 


submit a motion that the bill granting bounty land 
to the scidiers of the late war with Great Britain 


Tuesday in June next.- 

Pending this question—~ ; 

Mr. JONES moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, appealed to the 
gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Cors] to withdraw 
the motion, to allow him to introduce the resolu- 
tion which he had offered this morning. 

Mr. JONES insisted on his motion, which being 
agreed to, the Flouse adjourned. 


1850. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 
Mr. DOTY gave notice that on Monday next 
he would move the adoption of the foilowing res- || 


olution: 


Resolved, That all debate in the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union on the President’s message, 
transinitting the constitution of the State of California, shall 
cease at two o’ciock on Wednesday, the 18th day of May 
next, (ifthe committee shall not sooner come to a conclu- | 
sion upon the same,) and the committee shali then proceed 
tu vote on the proposition submitted in said committee and 
printed by order of the House, February 27, 1850, as fol- 
lows: 

A BILL toadmit the State of California into the Union. 

Whereas the people of California have formed for them- | 
selves a constitution and State government, and applied for 
admission into the Union as a State; and whereas the said | 
constitution has been officially communicated to Congress, 
and is republican: Therefore, H 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That ji 
the State of California, with the boundaries described in | 
the said constitution, shall be one, and is hereby declared į 
to be one, of the United States of America, and admitted 
into the Union on an equal footing with the original States 
in all respects whatever. s 

See. 2 And be it further enacted, The said State of Cali- 
fomia shall never jaterfere with the primary disposal of the 
soil xin the same by the United States, nor with any 
regulations Congress may make for securing the title in such 
soil to bona fide purchasers thereof; and no tax shall be 
imposed on lands the property of the United States; which || 
said provisions are hereby declared to be fundamental con- 
ditions upon which the said State is admitted into the 
Onion. ` 

And that said committee also proceed to vote on such 
amendments as may be pending or offered to the same, and 
report the said bill to the House with such amendments as 
may have been agreed to by the committee. 


IN SENATE. . 
Monpay, April 22, 1850. 


Mr. CLAY. I have several petitions with 
which to trouble the Senate. The first is the pe- |j 
tition of four citizens of the State of Kentucky, 
who state in their petition that each of them has 
lost a slave. The four have lost four slaves of very 
great value, That these slaves have taken refuge |i 
in the State of Ohio, and that itis in vain for them 
to attempt to recapture them; that they cannot go 
there and attempt to recover their property with- 
out imminent hazard to their lives. They state 
that by the Constitution of the United States they 
are entitled to the delivery of their property, thus 
fled from them, to them; that it is the duty of the | 
Government of the United States to execute that 
portion of the Constitution, and, failing in the per- 
formance of that daty, they contend that they have 
aright toask from the United States a compensation 
for the property they have lost in consequence of 
the failure of the Government of the United States 
to execute that provision of the Constitution. The 
petition, sir, is exceedingly well drawn up; it 
states the whole argument, and states it admirably. 
Ido not believe that any jurist in the country, 
though he might havé stated it in more eloquent 
language, could have stated with more force their 
demand that this provision of the Constitution 
should be complied with, or that they should re- 
ceive compensation for these slaves. I should be 
glad if this petition were printed. It comes from 
men with whom, it is true, 1 am not very well 
acquainted; but, coming as it does from a class of |, 
farmers urging their own cause in their own lan- 
guage, it appears to be deserving of the attention 
of the Senate. I move that the reading of the pe- 
tition be dispensed with, that it be laid upon fhe 
table, and printed. 

The petition which the honorable Senator pre- 
sented, with the foregoing observations, is the 
petition of James N. Pennctt, Wm. Coppage, and 
two other citizens of the county of Pendleton, in 
the State of Kentucky. It sets forth that, by 
article one, section one, of the Constitution of the 
United States, Congress is vested with legislative 
powers, and by article first, section eight, it is 
made their imperative duty to pass all laws neces- | 
sary to carry the powers thereby granted to the 
Government of the United States into effect; -while, 
by article sixth, ection second, the laws made 
under the Constitution by Congress are the su- 
preme laws of the land; and in protection of pri- 
vate personal rights, and the rights of property by 
the fourth article, section two, it is provided that | 
no person held to service or labor in one State, 
under the laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, 
in consequence of any law or regulation therein, 
be discharged from such service or labor, but shail 
be delivered up on claim of the party to whom 


J 


! tion. 


such service or labor may be due. They further 
say, that they possess by birth the proud privilege 
of citizenship in Kentucky, and reside upon its 


| borders, in the county of Pendleton, south of and 


adjacent to the Ohio river and the State of Ohio. 
That, under the laws of Kentucky, there is due to 
them respectively both the services and labor of 
four certain negro men servants, of the value of 
$1,000 each, who, within the last six weeks, by 
the long-continued unlawful acts, mischievous con- 
troversies, and impertinent intermeddling with 


their concerns, by persons residing in non-slave- | 


holding States, have induced their negroes to es- 
cape into the State of Ohio, where, in consequence 
of combinations and associations of persons there- 
in, the said negroes are discharged from the labor 
due the petitioners, in violation of their rights 


| under the laws of Kentucky and of the Constitu- 


That they are inhibited from pursuing, by 
themselves or agents, to make claim for these ser- 
vants, by reason of mobs of lawless persons and 
brute force, which they might have done had Con- 
gress passed all Jaws under the Constitution neces- 


sary to effectuate those guarantees that Congress | 
can alone afford. They ask, in absence of due | 
and efficient laws emanating from the Government | 


in protection of their rights, that Congress will do 
them the justice which is commensurate with the 
wrong sustained, by granting them a fuil equiva- 
lent in money for the value of their servants. 

The petition was laid upon the table, and the 
question of printing was referred to the Committec 
on Printing. 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, I have received a 
number of other petitions—kite petitions, I would 
call them—I suppose a score of them, praying for 
the repeal of all laws by which slavery and. the 


| slave trade are authorized in the District of Colum- 


bia; that no State shall hereafter be admitted into 
the Union unless the constitution of such State 
expressly prohibit the institution of slavery, and 
so on, They are all those peiitions, with litle 
slips of newspaper attached to the heads of cach, 


, issuing originally, 1 believe, from the print in this 


city, and which have been dispersed throughout 
the country and come back to us. It might have 
been a little more convenient if the petitioners had 
written on to somebody here, instead of paying 
double postage, to send these slips out first and 


then back again, and sent the names, and requested | 


somebody here to get slips and attach these 
names to them. These petitions are, however, 
sent to me; and, out of respect to the right of 
petition and to the petitioners themselves, who, I 
dave say, are very respectable men—they are from 
the State of Ohio, and one from the State of Michi- 
gan—out of respect for the petitioners—differing, 
as everybody knows I do, upon all the points ex- 
cept one—I present these petitions, and move that 
the reading of them be dispensed with, and that 
they be laid upon the table. 


The petitions were: One from Green county, | 


Ohio; one from Almont, Michigan; asking that 
slavery and the slave trade may be abolished. in the 
District of Columbia, or the seat of Government 
removed therefrom. Also, that no State may be 


‘| admitted whose constitution does not prohibit sla- | 
Also, that the right of trial 


very within its limits. 
by jury may be secured to fugitive slaves. Also, 
that slavery may be expressly forbid by law in all 
the territories. 
Neither being read, they were laid on the table. 
Mr. CLAY. I have another petition, sir—one 


which has been signed by a great number of citi- | 


zens of the State of Indiana; and onc by the citizens 
of Mercer county, Pennsylvania. 
are signed numerously, one of them especially, by 


persons who have been concerned in some one or |; 
other of the various wars which have sprung up in = 
this country, including the last war with Great |: 


Britain, praying for bounty lands to all those who 
have been concerned in any of those wars. | be- 
lieve a bill has already been reported on this sub- 
ject; and I therefore move that the reading of these 
petitions be dispensed with, and that they be laid 
upon the table. 

The petitions were accordingly laid upon the 
table. 

Mr. CLAY. [have one other petition, sir, from 
Grace Denny Sergeant, of Massachusetis. She 
prays that such a pension may be allowed, her 
as is allowed to other widows in certain cases of 
the death of their husbands in the public service. 
1 moye that the reading of this petition be dis- 


These petitions ; 


pensed with, and that. it. be referred to the Com 
| tee on Pensions. CO0 o oa 5 
- The petition was so referred. 
Mr. SEWARD. ‘The number ; 
petitions which I find in my hand this marning Ja 
| very much reduced; and I’ attribute this to. the 
circumstance that persons who take a deep interest 
in that subject have thought it desirable—and have. 
accordingly done so—to. enlist the support of: the: 
distinguished Senator from Kentucky. in behalf, of. 
their views, I find, therefore, that my number of 
petitions is reduced by the number which,.I am. 
glad to see, the Senator. from Kentucky has. prer 
sented, a 
‘| present a petition from citizens of New York, 
| asking a reduction of the rates of postage to two 
cents on all prepaid letters of not more than half 
an ounce. ‘The petition was referred to the Com- 
mittee.on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. S. aiso presented five petitions from citizens 
of New York and a petition from citizens of Mich- 
igan, asking that slavery and the slave trade may 
be abolished in the District of Columbia, or the 
seat of Government removed therefrom, 

Also, a like number of petitions from the same. 
places, asking that slavery and the slave trade may. 
pe prohibited in all the territories by express 
aw. : ae 
Also, a like number from the same places, ask- 
ing that no State may hereafter be admitted whose 
-constitution does not expressly prohibit slavery 
within its limits. 

Also, a like number from the same places, ask- 
ing that the right of trial by jury may be secured 
to fugitive slaves when arrested in any other State 
than that in which their service is claimed; all of 
which were severally ordered to be laid on the 
table. 

Mr. WALKER presented the proceedings of.a 
meeting of citizens of New Jersey, held at Rice- 
ville, in that State, in favor of an act granting the 
public lands in limited quantities to actual settlers. 
free of cost; which were referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. i ae 

Mr. WHITCOMB submitted dociments rela- 
ting to the claim of Francis Mortimer, a revolu- 
tionary soldier, to a pension; which were referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. DAYTON presented the proceedings of a 
meeting held at Riceville, in that State, in favor of 
the enactment of a law granting the public lands 
in limited quantities to actual settlers free of cost; 
which were referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. y 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES... 


Mr. RUSK, from the Committeeon the Post 
Office and. Post Roads, to -which was referréd the’ 
petition of Samuel W.’ Chilson, asking. pay: for’ 
services under a contract with the Post Office De-' 
partment, submitted a report, which was ordered 
to be printed, accompanied by a bill for the relief. 
of Saml. W. Chilson; which was read and ordered: 
to'a second reading. 

Mr. CLEMENS, from the Committee on. Pri- 
vate Land Claims, to which was. referred House: 
bill for the relief of Joseph Richards, reported back 
the same without amendment, and recommended 
|; its passage, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee of 
Claims, to which was referred House bill for the 
relief of John Plunkett, submitted an adverse re- 
ji port on the same; which was ordered to be printed. 
i| My. NORRIS, from the Committee of Claims, 
to which was referred House biil for the relief of 
George Collier and Wm. G. Peters, reported. back 
the same without amendment, and. recommended: 
| its passage. Pete oh 


TACKING BILLS. 


Mr. BENTON moved to take up bis motion. of 
instruction to the comrnittee of thirteen against 
| tacking any other bill, or any ‘foreign matter, to 


i| the bill for the admission of the State of California. 


Mr. CLAY.. 1 will thank the Clerk to read it 
before the quesfion is taken. 

T'he motion was read, as follows : 

t That the said committee be instructed to report sepa~ 
rately upon each different subject referred to it; and that 
the said committee tack no two bills of different natures 
togetiier, nor joinin the same bill any two or more subjects 
which are. in their nature foreign, incoherent, or incongru- 
ous to each other’? A 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, I feel it incumbent 
upon me to object to taking up this resolution now. 
There is a committee composed of six now absent 
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upon a particularly melancholy duty, well known 

to the Senate. That committee went away under 

the impression that no important subject connect- 

ed with the agitating questions of the day, would 

be takén up in its absence. And, indeed, inde- 

pendent of any such expectation upon the part of 
the committee, it seems to me that it would not be 

right for the Senate, in the absence of a portion of 
its body, deputed by itself upon its own service, to 

take upa subject in which that committee might 

feel as great an interest as I feel. And, sir, there 

are other considerations. I really do-not know 
how the Senate stands constituted at present; f 

have not counted up. But, sir, this state of things 
might happen: a majority of this Senate has de- 
clared that it will give no instructions to that com- 
mittee; a majority of this Senate has declared that 
it will give: no instructions, general or ,special, to 
that committee; a majority of this Senate has de- 
clared that, when a succession of, I think, nine 
specific instructions were offered, it would give no 
instructions whatever. Such was the decision of 
a majority of this body. Now, sir, in the absence 
of a considerable portion of that majority it is pro- 
posed to take up the very subjects—not, perhaps, 
In precisely the same language, but the same in 
substance—upon which a majority of the Senate 
has thus acted—to take up the same subjects, and 
to act upon them. Well, sir, what might not re- 
sult? It might happen—it depends, it is true, 
upon the character of the Senate, and the opinions 
of individual members—it might happen that the 
absent committee of six constituted a part of the 
majority who refused to give instructious to the 
committee of thirteen; and yet the minority, in 
consequence of the temporary absence of a portion 
of that majority, might give instructions, and do 
the very thing which a majority of the Senate have 
refused todo. Ido not think it right, therefore, 
under these circumstances, to take up the motion 
of the honorable Senator from Missouri, and there- 
fore I feel bound to object. 

Mr. BENTON. On Friday last, when every- 
hody was here, it was not right to take it up then; 
and now, to-day, when the committee of six are 

one away, it is not right to take it up; and thus, 
if we go on in this way, we will never be likely to 
take it upatall. I have not said that E would ask 
for a vate in the absence of a committee; I merely 
ask to take it up for the purpose of discussion; and 
I see no reason why it may not be taken up for 
discussion now. It has lain on the table not only 
twenty-four hours, as the Senate wanted it to lie, 


Mr. MANGUM. You may answer him. 

Mr. CLAY. My effort-always is, sir, to keep 
my mouth shut, and never to open it if lcan avoid it. 
And if 1 do, it shall be only upon some practical 
question, some subject upon which a vote is to be 
taken. However, | waive all objection merely to 
the Senator making a speech, and giving us some 
extracts from these four quarto volumes. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
take up the motion, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. BENTON said: : 

Mr. Presiwent: This is a motion to instruct a 
committee against tacking bills, or joining inco- 
herent or incongruous matter in the same bill. It 
is a new motion in this Chamber; but I expect to 
show that it is a parliamentary motion, founded in 
parliamentary law, and that the present occasion 
is a proper one for making and enforcing it. The 
word itself—the leading word in the motion—the 
word tack, in the sense now used—is one of little 
or no recurrence in this Chamber. Ido not re- 
collect to have heard it before; but it is a parlia- 
mentary phrase, and has a place, and in the sense 
in which | use it, in the books—in the books of 
highest authority in law and language. Hatsell’s 
collection of parliamentary precedents is the high- 
est authority in parliamentary law known either in 
Great Britain or the United States, and the work 
from which Jefferson’s Manual, or hand-book, is 
chiefly compiled; and that high authority not only 
has the word, but has it indexed, asa head of par- 
liamentary law, and a long list of references given 
under it. Here it is, volume third, of the latest 
London quarto edition, and at page 565 of the 
index. I will read the references, and afterwards 
use a part of them: : 


“Tack: Bills tacked to bills of supply, 218—225; in- 
stance in bill (A. D. 1675) for building twenty ships, 218; 
Bast India trade bill (A. D. 1698) 218; protest of the Lords 
against it, 219; and speeches of Sir G. Downing, 218 n. 
221 n. 

“ Tack: Standing order of the House of Lords (A. D. 
1792) regarding tacks, 219 n.3 occasional conformity bill, 
220—223; appointment of commissioners to inquire into 
crown grants, attempted to be tacked to a money bill, (A. D. 
1712,) but not permitted, 220; limitation of the number of 
officers in the House of Commons, proposed to be tacked to 
a money bill, but negatived, 220. i 

«Tack: Alleged as to matt bill, (A. D. 1807,) and new bill 
ordered, 220; Irish customs officers? bill, tack alleged, 221 ; 
without foundation, 221 n.; customs duties bill (A. D. 1787} 
nota bill of supply, and therefore not within the standing 
order of, (A. D. 1702,) 222 n. 

“Tack: fs irregular and inconvenient in the statute 
hook, 221, 222; and when with a view to force the House of 
Lords or the Crown to pass a bill ¢isagreeable to either, is 
unparliamentary, and even unconstitutional, 222; reasoning 
of the lords against it incontrovertible, 223; danger of the 


bat it has been three times twenty-four hours— 
seventy-two hours, sir. It has got cold enough 
now, and I propose that we should take it up. 1 
do not ask fora vote upon it. [ask for an oppor- 
tunity to make good what I said to the honorable 
Senator from Kentucky on Friday last, 1 ask 
now that we go on with the motion which was ob- 
jected toon Friday, because it had not lain for 
twenty-four hours upon the table. I hope the Sen- 
ate will permit me to goon. : 

Mr. CLAY. In regard to its not being taken up 
on Friday, Í will merely remark to the Senator 
from Missouri that it was not then in order to take | 
it up. There is no reproach to the Senator, or any- 
body else. He made a motion, but according to 
the rules it could not be taken up on Friday, and 
it was therefore laid on the table. 

Now, sir, with regard to the severance of sub- 
jects, which, in the opinion ofany Senator, may be 
supposed to be improperly united, whenever such 
union is proposed, I submit to the Senator whether 
that is not the most appropriate time to argue the 
question of uniting those measures? Now, sir, I 
understand the Senator proposes to take up the sub- 
ject without any view of taking a vote upon the 
resolution at all. 


Mr. BENTON. Yes, sir. i 


Mr, CLAY. With no view of taking a vote upon 
it, but merely as a peg on which to hang a speech. į 
Well, sir, fam always instructed by the speeches | 
of the honoralhge Senator from Missouri, and if he | 
merely wants to make a speech, if no vote isto be 
taken, I shall be happy to listen to it with the most : 
respectful and devout attention, especially if the | 
Senator will then be content to let the resolution lie 
upon the table. The Senator, the other day, held 


practice of tacking well expressed by the Lord Chancellor 
Pinch, 224, n., 225 2.3 general ovs: rvations on tacking, that 
even a good end ought not to be arrived at by bad means, 
224.—See excise, commissioners of.” 

These are the references in the third volume— 
the whole of them. I read them all to bring the 
| whole law fully before the Senate, though not all 
applicable to the precise case now before us. The 
parliamentary law recognizes two classes of abuses 
by the tack of bills, both to be condemned and 
avoided, but one resting upon a still higher princi- 
ple than the other. The two classesare: first, bills 
for the support of the Government, usually called 
supply bills in Great Britain; called tax bills and 
appropriation bills with us. T'o tack anything to 
a supply bill in Great Britain was held a breach of 
the Constitution, and dangerous to the kingdom; 


| because the Commons having a constitutional right 


to originate such bills, the incumbering or defeat- 
ing them by tacking on foreign matter was an im- 
pediment to the Constitution, and so a breach of it, 
and might be detrimental to the kingdom by pre- 
venting the supplies which the Government needed. 
The second class comprehended the whole field of 
ordinary legislation; and the objection to tacking 
in these ordinary bills rested upon the manifest in- 
| justice, and possible corruption, and moral duresse, 
of uniting dissimilar measures, in order to make a 
good measure carry a bad one, or he lost itself un- 
der the weight of the bad one. Against the first 
class the House of Lords, in the year 1702, adopted 
a resolution, and ordered it to be added to their 
roll of standing orders, that a tack of any foreign 
matter to a supply bill “iş unparliamentary, and 
lends to the destruction of the Constitution of the Gov- 


up four tremendous quarto volumes which I be- 
lieve he threatened to read from beginning to end, |! 
{laughter,] and I confess I had no anticipation of || 
submitting to that without offering some objec- |: 


ernment;’’ with respect to the other class, no rule 
was ever adopted against it, but it was condemned 
by the whole body of parliamentary law as vicious 
and improper, and to be avoided in every bill. 
The case before the Senate is not that of a tax 


tions. [Renewed laughter.] Hi 


or appropriation bill: if it was, the British argu- 


ment of unconstitutionality and danger to the 
country would equally apply; for, by our Consti- 
tation, the House of Representatives has the ex- 
clusive constitutional right to originate such bills ; 
and to thwart or impede them, by tacking on ex- 
traneous amendments in this body, would be to 
impede the free working of the Constitution; and, 
in case of disagreement between them, might de- 
prive the Government of the support necessary to 
its existence. But the case before the Senate ig 
one of the highest class of ordinary bills—a high 
class not known to British legislation—no less than 
the admission of a sovereign State into the Union; 
and the bills and subjects sought to be tacked to it 
are flagrantly foreign and incongruous to it, and 
openly proposed to be tacked on to make the State 
bill carry them, or break down underthem. This, 
then, is a case of tacking, which presents the 
highest enormity which can be presented by a tax 
or appropriation bill. It is the case of a State ask- 
ing admission into the Union, standing upon a 
constitutional and treaty obligation to admit her, 
and whose rejection, either by direct or indirect 
means, would by a virtual breach of the Constitu- 
tion and of the treaty, and a virtual dismember- 
ment of the Republic by keeping a State out of the 
Union, and which cannot go back to its former 
condition without going back to anarchy or self- 
government. It is therefore a case of the highest 
dignity and consequence—but little or any inferior 
to a supply bill in Great Britain or a tax bill in the 
United States ; and we will now see what the law 
is, and what the reason of the law is, in relation 
to it. 

I now proceed to show what the law is with 
respect to this tacking, and will show that itis the 
same in both classes of bills, only differing in having 
an additional reason (that of going to the destruc- 
tion of the Constitution and the Government) in the 
case of supply bills. Hatsell gives a separate 
chapter, or head, to each class, one at page 218, 
entitled ‘* Bills tucked to bills of supply:” the other 
at page 220, under the head of ** Observations.” L 
begin with the latter, and with the last part of it— 
the observations of the Lord Chancellor Finch, in 
the name of the King, returning a biil, by com- 
fission, with his dissent, because it was the case 
of incoherent bills tacked together, according toa 
practice of modern innovation, which he resolved 
to abolish, and peice Parliament to stand upon 
its old practice. The Lord Chancellor said: 

“The Jate way of tacking together several independent 
and incoherent matters in one bill seems to alter the whole 
frame and constitution of Parliaments, and consequently 
of the Government itself, ft takes away the King’s uega- 
tive voice in a manner, and forces him to take all or none, 
when sometimes one part of the bill may be as dangerous 
for the kingdom as the other is necessary. It takes away 
the negative voice of the House of Pe too, by the same 
consequence, and disinherits the Lords of that honor they 
were born to—the liberty of debating aud judging what is 
good for the kingdom. Itlooks like a kind of defamation of 
the Government, and seems Lo suppose tre King and House 
of Lords to be so ill-affeeted to the public that a good bill 
cannot carry itself through by the strength of its own reason 
and justice, unless it be helped forward by being tacked to 
another bill that will be favored. It does at last give up the 
greatest. share of legislation to the Commons, and, by con- 
sequence, the chief power of judging what laws are bust for 
the kingdom. And yet itis a privilege which may be made 
use ol against the Commons as well as by them; for, if this 
method hold, what can hinder the Lords at one time or 
other from taking advantage of a bill very grateful to the’ 
Commons, and much desired by them, to tack a new clause 
of some foreign matter, which shall not be altogether so 
grateful nor so much desired ? and then the Commons must 
laké all or none. ‘Thus every good bill must be dearly 
hought at last; and one chief end of calling Parliaments 
(the making of good laws) shall be wholly frustrated by de- 
parting from the method which the wisdom of our ances- 
tors prescribed, on purpose to prevent and exelude such 
inconveniences. These innovations the King resolves to 


abolish, and hath commanded me to say to you, State super 
vias antiguas.” 


. 


This was the language of a British sovereign, 
speaking through a commission to a British Par- 
liament in the year 1678; and every word of it ig 
as applicable to us as to them, We have the same 
form of government, adapted to republican action— 
two Houses to make laws, and each a check upon 
the other—a Chief Magistrate to approve or disap- 
prove bills—and a Constitution and parliamentary 
law for the government of each. The evils of 
vicious legislation; the evil of joining incongruous 
measures together by one House, to coerce the 
assent of the other, or the approval of the Presi- 
dent; the evil of making good measures carry bad 
ones; the destruction of all freedom and of all 
purity in legislation, is just the same; the danger 


of combinations for bad purposes is just the same; 
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and, with a change of names, the same message 
might be properly addressed to this Congress, if 
the tackings should be made which are now con- 
templated to the California admission bill. And 
who was the King who thus reproved a Parlia- 
ment for vicious legislation, rejected its mischiev- 
ous innovations, and admonished it to stand upon 
the old ways? It. was Charles the Second! a 
monarch whom L had never expected to cite in the 
American Senate for an example either in law or 
morals! I hope it may not be quoted without 
effect. 

Hatsell goes on to give other examples of this 
innovation, and of its rebuke by rejection, and 
even rejection in doubtful cases of incongruous 
conjunctions, from the beginning of the practice 
about the middle of the seventeenth century down 


to the beginning of the present century. Thus, | 


in March, 1676, the tacking of two bills was re- 
jected upon a division in the House of Commons, 
anda member (Sir G. Downing) spoke against the 
practice in these words: 

« Whoever takes away liberty from the Kng, takes away 
liberty from the Parliament; and whether this tacking the 
clause of appropriation does not so, [ leave you to judge. 
One thing in the world this House is always fond of, viz: 
frequent meetings ; but I never found good, by going by an ill 
way to obtain a good end, ‘The Long Parliament was not to 
le dissolved without their own consent, which was ob- 
tained of the King by a thousand canting words, and that 
power they obtained tacked to a money bill. But what be- 
came of this? You were forced to make it treason to name 
the being of that Parliament. The just prerogative of the 
Crown is as necessary as the being of the House of Com- 
mons. I take tacking to be of the most mischievous con- 
sequence imaginable, and I pray no tacking may be made 
to this biH. ”-—-Page 218, 

The two Houses of Parliament, each for itself, 
watched over the purity of legislation by un- 
coupling incongruous bills. Thus: 

© On the 2lst of April, 1712, the bill for appointing commis- 
stoners for examining the value and considerations of grants 
made by the Crown, is referred to the committee upon a bill 
for imposing duties, with an instruction to make both the 
bills into one bill; but upon the 6th of May this instruction 
was discharged upon a division, by a very large majority.— 
Page 220 

Again: 

& On the 16th of May, 1713,a motion was made that the 


bill for limiting the number of officers in the House ef Com- | 


mons, be committed to the committee on the malt bill : it 
passed in the negative.”—Same page. 
Again: i 


«On the 9th of January, 1807, the Lords laid aside the 
annual malt bill, on account of a tack, viz: a clause to le- 
galize certain exchequer bills charged upon the malt and 
pension duties of last year, which exchequer bills had been 
signed by the auditor’s trustee, acting for Lord Grenville. 


The Lords objected to this, first, because the whole clause | 


was a tack; and, secondly, even if the exchoquer bills 
charged upon the malt duty could be deemed so far in pari 
materiá as not to be a tek, yet the bills charged on the 
pension duty were entirely a different matter. In the House 
of Commons, upon reading again the resolution reported 
from the Committee of Ways and Meaus on the firs: of 
January, a new malt bill was ordered in.””—Same page. 


These are instances of uncoupling incongruous 
bills from an early to a late period in British his- 
tory. I omit others, and proceed to the general 
observations which relate to the proper structure 
of a bill, and the general reasons which require it 
to be free froin foreign, incoherent, and incongru- 
ous matter. At page 221, Mr. Hatsell says: 

‘eft is much to he wished that every question which is 
brought before either House should be as simple and as little 
complicated as possible. For this reason, the proceeding 
that is too often practised, of putting together in the same 
bili clauses that have norejation to each other, and the sub- 
jects of which are entirely different, ought to be avoided. 
‘sven where the propositions are separately not liable to 
objection, in either House, the heaping together in one law 
such a variety of unconnected and discordant subjects is 
unparliamentury, and tends only to mislead and confound 
those who have occasion to consult the statute book upon 
any particular point. Bat to do this in eases where it is 
known thatone of the component parts of the bill will be 
disagreeable to the Crown, or to the Lords; and that, if it 
was sent up alone, it would not be agreed to, for this reason, 
and with a view to secure the royal assent, or the concur- 


rence of the Lords, to tack it toa bill of supply, which the i 


exigencies of the State make necessary, is a proceeding 
highly dangerous and unconstitutional. fr tends to provoke 
the other branches of the Legislature, in their turn, to de- 
part from those rules to which they ought to be restrained 
by the long and established forms of Parliament; and can 
have no other effect than finally to introduce disorder and 
econfusion.”? 

These are the evils; enough to condemn the 


practice, of mixing incongruous measures togeth- 


er; and having shown the law, and the reason of |! 


the law, the writer concludes with a strong exhor- 
tation in favor of fair and simple legislation, and 
says: ¥ : 

& In short, however desirable the end may be thatis at 
any time aimed at by this measure, the means are always 
pad. Itis much safer to trust to time and to circumstances, 


which sooner or latér dispose the minds of men to accept i 


and approve of such propositions as are really forthe public 
good, than Yo obtain even the best of laws vy breaking down 
those bounds and fences which the wisdom of past ages has 
set up; and to let in disorder and confusion, which-may 
finally prove fatal to the securi-y, perhaps to the existence, 
of the Constitution.”— Page 224, 

This is the parliamentary law on the subject. 
The conjunction of incongruous matter in the same 
bill is always condemned. It is condemned in all 
eases. In ordinary bills it is declared to be “ un- 
parliamentary;’’ in supply, or money bills, it is 
declared to be ‘* unconstitutional and dangerous to 
the kingdom.” In point of evil to fair legislation, 
the practice is equally flagrant in all cases. 
only be attempted for undue purposes; either to 


make a strong bill carry a weak one—or to break | 
down a good bill with a bad one—or to combine : 


an interest to carry, in conjunction, what could 
not be carried singly—or to coerce the other House 
—or to embarrass the Executive—or to make mem- 
bers vote against proper bills, by putting some- 
thing improper into them.. In every case it is 
unparliamentary. That is the character which 
the books apply to the transaction. Now, what 


is wnparliementary is an act contrary to the law | 
and practice of Parliament, and unbecoming Par- į 


liament, and unfit to be done in Parliament. It is 
a thing which cannot be rightfully og becomingly 
done by Parliament. Itisathing which degrades 
and injures Parliament if done; and must be of evil 
tendency in that respect, in addition to all other 
evils. it is condemned in Europe and America. 
Many of the late constitutions of the States con- 
demn and prohibit it—California herself among 
the number. It iscondemned by public sentiment 
in our country, and stigmatized by the odious epi- 
thet of “ log-rolling.”? It is condemned by the 
ordinary practice of both Houses of our own Con- 
gress, which is, to bring in a single bill for each 
subject. Even pension bills, though of the same 
nature, are often made separate for each pension, 
lest the friends of several pensioners should com- 
bine to pass some bad cases. It is the practice of 
the Senate itself in this very case; for a separate 
bill has been reported for California; and the effort 
now is, to add other bills of a foreign, incoherent, 
and incongruous nature to that separate bill so 


| reported, and now standing single on the file, and 


ready for decision. 

J have cited parliamentary law applicable to all 
cases, and of course to the case before the Senate. 
I have quoted British authority—the fountain 
of our law—and the same from which Jefferson 
extracted his Manual. I have now to quote 
American law, applicable, and specially applica- 
ble, to this special case. Jt is the case of a State 
asking admission into the Union, and we have law 
of our own upon the point. Parliamentary law, 
like other codes, is made up of positive enact- 
ment, and by custom or practice; and that which 
comes from custom or practice is as much law as 
any other, and is known by precedents. 

Sir William Blackstone, in his Commentaries 
on the Laws of England, thus speaks of the law 
of Parliament: 


“ As every court of justice hath laws and customs—some |j 


the civil and canon, some the common law, others their 
own peculiar Jaws and customs—so the high court of Parlia- 
ment hath also its own peculiar law, called the lea et con- 
suetudo pariiimenti (the law and custom of Parliament:)—a 


Jaw which Sir Edward Coke observes, is ‘ab omnibus gue- į 


renda, a multis ignorata, a puucis cognita’ (to be sought by 
all, unknown to many, known hy few)—and which he says is 
anuch better to be learned out of the rolls of Parliament, and 
other recards, and by precedents, and continual experience, 
than can be expressed by any one man.’—Volume 3, 
page 163. 


Custom, then, makes law—parliamentary law, | 


as well as other law—and the place to find it is in 
the rolls of Parliament; in its proceedings, prece- 
dents, and practice. This is the place to find it; 
and looking there, in our congressional history, 
and the practice of our Congress, and on the iden- 
tical point in question, I find a practice, and a uni- 


form practice of sixty years, and seventeen prece- | 


dents in relation to it. The point in question is 
the admission of a new State, and with or without 
complication with other measures. The practice 
of sixty years—the seventeen precedents which that 
long period presents—the face of every roll which 
relates to the subject—all, and each, are uniform 
upon the admission without complication with any 
other measure whatever. I showed this uniform- 
ity ina speech delivered two weeks ago; I will 
not travel over the admission of each new State 
again. | rest the fact where the examination of 
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| to postpone her, and thus to commix her. 


when two States, equally. ripe for admissi i 
admitted in the samë ‘bill. This makes Jaws 
makes it by ourselves, for ourselves—-and to dis- 
regard it is to set our own Jaw:at defiance: © as 


Great Britain has no class of bills precisely 


the nearest approach to it are the articles of agree: 
ment for the Union of Scotland and ‘Ireland, with 
England. But, so far as she has gone in the way 


same as ours: both Scotland and Ireland became 
united to England by separate bills. It is to: our 
own history, then, that we look for precise anal- 


i : A : 

ji of adding these kingdoms, her practice was' the 
14 
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‘ogy, and consequently for exact precedents; and 


these we find in seventeen instances, and from the 
birth of the Government down to 1846, and with- 
outa variation in a single case. We have made 
our own parliamentary law, founded in right and 
justice, for the admission of new States;:and let us 
abide it! a 

I have shown British parliamentary- law, and the 
law resulting from the practice`of our own: Cor 
gress against these unnatural conjunctions, more 
unnatural and pestilent than the yoking of the ox 
and the ass together, so emphatically forbid in 
Holy Writ. I have shown a rule of the British 


j House of Lords against this tacking in the case cf 


a supply bill. I have now to show a rule of 
our own House of Representatives against such 
conjunctions in all cases whatever; and although 
the rule, as a rule, is not in force in this Chamber, 
yet the principles in which it is founded are in 
force here as well as in the other end of the Capi- 
tol, and there are grave reasons why we should 
not disregard it, The rule is number 43, and is 
in these words: 

« No dill or resolution shall, at any time, be amended by an- 
neaing thereto, or incorporating therewith, uny other bill or 
resulution pending before the House.” LE 

This is the rule of the House of Representa- 
tives, and is law atthe other end of the building, 
Under it, that House could not join any two of 
these seventeen subjects together; and can we 
make them te do it? They will not join different 


| bills together, and send them up to us; shall we 


conjoin, and send down to them? For the sake of 
| fair legislation they will have but one subject in 
one bill. Shall we coerce them to be unfair, and 
require them to do what they have. said they will 
not do, and which we.know: they have’ said they 
will notdo? Their rule stares.us in-the face; [read 
it aloud. We all know of- it, and are we to.ven- 
ture upon the experiment of forcing the: Housé 
to violate its own rule, a rule founded in wisdom 
and justice, adopted in all parliamentary law, and 
consonant to the common sense and honorable feel- 
ings ofall mankind? Shall we try to coerce them? 
It may be a luckless experiment. As one of the 
Senate, I should not like to engage init; as a 
member of the House of Representatives, if I 
was one, I should resist the attempt, and re< 
pulse the bill that was sent; if for no other reason, 
yet for the single and adequate reason that the rule 
of the House should not be overridden by the 
power or circumvented by the contrivance of the 
Senate. 

I have now vindicated the right of the State of 
California, purely and simply in a legal point of 
view, and without regard to the high considera- 
tions which enforce it, toa separate consideration. 
These considerations are indeed high—a Statea 


i new and sister State—coming into the family of 


States, to be one of the family, on an equal foot- 
‘ing with the rest. She comes to us through a 
| message from the President of the United States, 
with the Constitution of the United States in one 
hand, and the treaty with Mexico in the other, 
asserting the performance of all conditions, and 
demanding admission as aright under that treaty. 
It is a subject of dignity, brought before us with 
i dignity, resting upon a question of right, and of 
decorum—that right and decorum which give to 


| : : 
ji every State a separate consideration, and a con- 
i 


sideration not to be postponed to inferior subjects, 
much less to be thrown into hetchpotch with 
them. It is degradation, as well as injury, thus 
And 
with what? The Senator from Kentucky who 
sits furthest over the way, (Mr. Ciay,] has under- 
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taken. to say, and that before the. committee of i 
thirteen had fee elected, what subjects would. be | 


joined, and what not: and, although he spoke for 
a thing before it existed, yet the event may show | 
that he had warrant for what he said—difficult asi 
it might-seem to be:to speak fora committee, and | 
speak. its. sentiments, before it was created. He: 
may haye spoken -upon warrant; but we of the? 
outside have-no. such inside views, and can only: 
look at the. question as presented on the record.} 
By that we see that the eight slavery resolutions; 
submitted by the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr] 
Cray, Jand the nine subraitted by- the Senator from: 
Tennessee, [Mr. BeLL,] making seventeen in. th 
whole, are all referred to this committee of thiri 
teen, not only without instructions, but upon 4 
resolve of the Senate to give none, and with full 
knowledge that an amalgamation bill was to settle 
the, whole slavery agitation, was the object of the 
reference. 
tee’s purpose, I can only look to the resolutions 
themselves for the amalgamation subjects; and 
there we find subjects enough, and various enough, 
and complicated enough, and distracting enough, 
and some of them difficult enough, to jeopard any 
bill to. which they may be joined. Let us see 
them; and first, those of the Kentucky Senator: 


Mr. Clay’s resolutions. 
~ Tt being desirable, for the peace, concord, and harmony 
, of the Union of these States, to setiie and adjust amicably 
ali existing questions of controversy between them, arising 
out‘of the institution of slavery, upon a fair, equitable, and 
jast basis: Therefore, 
ist. Resolved, ‘Chat California; with suitable boundaries, 
ought upon her application to be admitted as one of the 
States of this Union, without the imposition by Congress of 
any restriction in respect to the exclusion or introduction of 
slavery within’ those boundaries. ; 
2d, Resolved, That as slavery does not exist by law, and ig 
not likely to be introduced into any of the territory acquired, 
by the United States from the Republic of Mexico, it is in- 
expedient for Congress to provide by law either for its intro 
duction into or exclusion from any part of the said territory; 
and that appropriate territorial governments ought to be 
esuiblished by Congress in all of the said territory, uot as- 


signed as the boundaries of the proposed State of California, | 
withont tie adoption of any restriction or condition on the | 


subject of slavery. 

3d. Resolved, "Maint the western boundary of the State of 
Texas Ought to be fixed on the Rio del Norte, commencing 
one marine league fron its mouth, and cumming up that river 
to the southern Hine of New Mexico; thence with that line 
eastwardly, and so continuing in the same direetion to the 
line as established between the United States and Spain, 
excludlug any portion. of New Mexico, whether lying on the 
Gast or west of that river. 

Ah» Resolved. That it be proposed to the State of Texas, 


that the United States will provide for the payment of ali | 
that portion of the legitimate: and bona fide pubiic debt of 


that State contracted prior to its annexation to the United 
States, and fur whieh tie ditttes on foreign imports were 
piedged by the said State to its erediters, not exceeding 
the stan of & -~ in cousideration of the said duties so 


pledged having been no longer applicable to that object atier | 
the said annexation, but having thencetorward become pay- | 
? 5 pay 


able to the United States; and upou the couditiou also that 
the said State of Texas shal, by some solemn and authentic 
act or her Legislature, or of a convention, relinquish to the 
United States any claim which it has to any part of New 
Mexico. 

Sth. Resolved, That it is inexpedient to abolish slavery in 
the Distdet o? Coluunbja, whilst that institution continues to 
exist in the. State of Maryland, without the consent of that 
Siate, without the consent of the peuple of the District, and 
without jast compensation to the owners of slaves within 
the District. 

6th, But resolved, That it is expedient to prohibit within 
the District the slave trade, in slaves brought into it from 
Btates or places beyond the limits of the District, either to 
be sold therein as merchandise, or to be transported to other 
markets without the District of Columbia. 

Tih., Resolved, That more effectual provision ought to be 
made by law, according to the requirement of the Constitu- 
tion, for the restitution and delivery of persons bound to 
service or labor in any State, who may escape into any other 
SStute or territory in the Union. 

And oth, Resvlved, ‘That Congress has no power to pro- 
hibit or obstruct the trade in slaves between the slavehold- 
Tug tilates; but that the admission or cxelusion of slaves 


brought from one into another of them, depends exclusively | 
i 


upon their own particular laws,” 


Mr. Bell’s resolutions. 


“i, Resolved, That the obl ton to comply with the con- 
dition and guarantee above re 
reevguized, and that, in part compliance with the same, as 
soon as the ple of Texas shail, t 
lature, signify their t byr ting the Emits thercof 
within the territory lying east of the Trinity 
the Red river, and when the people of the due of the 
territory claimed by Texas, lyi outh of the 34th paraliel 
of north latitude and west of the Trinity, shall, witi the as- 
sent of Texas, adopt a constitution iepablcan in form, they 
be admitted into the Union upon an equal footing in all re- 
spects with the original States, 

Q. Resolved, That if Texas shall agree to cede, the United 
States wili accept a cession of all the aunappropriated do- 


mair in all the territory claimed by Texas lying west of the ; 


Colorado, and extending north to the 42d parallel of north 
latitude, together with the jurisdiction and sovercignty of all 


the territory claimed by Texas north of the 34th parailel of | 


With this outside view of the commit- į 


d in good faith be distinetly | 
hy an act of their Legis- | 


id south of | 


if 


ji 


i 


| sentiments freely and fairly on every subject before 


f dent himself. 


7 
north latitude; and to pay therefor a sum not exceeding | 
milions of dolars; to be applied in the first place to | 
the extinguishment of any portion of the existing public Í 


mainder as Texas shall require. À 

3. Resolved, That when the population of that portion of 
the territory claimed by ‘Texas, lying south of the 34th paral- 
lel of north latitude and west of the Colorado, shali be equal 
to the ratio of representation in Congress under the last pre- 
ceding apportionment, according to the provisions of the 
Constitution, and the people of such territory shall, with 
the assent of the new State contemplated in the preceding 
resolution, have adopted a State constitution republican in 
form, they be admitted into the Union asa State upon an | 
equal footing with the original States. f 

4, Resolved, That all the territory now claimed by Texas, | 
lying north of the 34th parallel of north latitude, and whieh 
may be ceded to the United States by Texas, be incorpo- 
rated with the territory of New Mexico, except such pait 
thereof as lies east of the Rio Grande, and South of the 34th 
parallel of north latitude; and that the territory so com- 
posed form a State, to be admitted into the Union, when 
the inhabitants thereof shall adopt a State constitution, re- 
publican in form, with the consent of Congress ; but in the 
mean time, and until Congress shall give such consent, 
provision be made for the government of the inhabitants of 
said territory suitable to their condition, bat without any | 
restriction as to slavery. i 

5. Resolved, That ail the territory ceded to the United 
States by the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, lying west of 
said territory of New Mexico, and east of the contemplated 
new State of California, for the present constitute one ter- 
ritory ; and for which some form of government, suitable to 
the condition of the inhabitants, be provided, without any 
restriction as totslavery. 

6. Resolved, That the constitution recently formed by 
the people of the western portion of California, and pre- 
sented to Congress by the President on the 13th day of 4 
February, 1850, be accepted ; and tbat they be admitted into; 
the Union ag a State, upon an equal footing in all respects: 
with the originat States. H 

7. Resolved, That in future the formation of State cons 
tutions by the inhabitants of the territories of the United 
States be regulated by law; and that no such constitution 
be hereafter formed or adopted by the inhabitants of any 
territory belonging to the United States without the consent 
and authority of Congress. 

8 Resolved, That the inhabitants of any territory of the 
United States, when they shall be authorized by Congress 
to form a State constitution, shall have the sole and exclu- 
sive power to rezulate and adjust al! questions of internal 
State policy, of whatever nature they may be, coatroiled 
only by the restrictions expressly imposed by the Constitu- 
tion of the United States. 

9. Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be in- 
structed to reporta biil in conformity with the spirit and prin- 
ciples of the foregoing resolutions. į 

These are the subjects referred-to the committee 
of thirteen, and out of which they are to make 
one bill, by tacking more or less of these seven- 
teen subjects to the California admission bill. The 
bare reading of the list, announces the enormity | 
of the proposition. No one of them can be added 
to the California bill without insult and injury to 
the State, and flagrant violatioa of parliamentary 
law, and without destruction to fair legislation. 
Fair legislation requires, that every branch of tbe 
legislative power, and each member of every 
branch, should have an opportunity to vote his 


him. Keep these subjects separate, and every 
member can vote as he thinks right on each one; | 
unite them, or any two of them, and that freedom | 
is lost to @ part of the members. They must vote 
for something they condemn, in order to save what 
they want, or vote against what they approve, to 
avoid what they condemn, 
informed, will be the case with the two Scnators | 


debt of Texas, for the discharge of which the United Staies |, Executive veto. e ¢ 
are under any obligation, implied or otherwise, and the re- |; either effected or only attempted, is disastrous to 


— 


] parliamentary law again on our side. 


This, we are already |, 


actually made, then the bill may be lost either in 


{ the disagreement of the two Houses, or under the 


In every way the conjunction, 


California: and have we not some signs of dan- 
ger? The committee has been appointed. Its 
composition does not encourage the friends of 
California. A Senator now present, [Mr. BUTLER, 
of South Carolina,} no advocate for the admission 
of California, and too frank to conceal his senti- 


i ments, has permitted them to be seen, though 


\delicately veiled under a dead language, and since 
ithe appointment of the committee. He talked 
‘Latin to California, and said he would say to her, 
‘Sat cito si sat tuto. The Senator did not translate 
ihis Latin, as they do in the British Parliament, 
‘for the benefit of the country members: 1 will do 
kit for him. It runs, then, thus,in my English: 


| L tell California she wil have good luck if she gets 
. in at all! and, understanding it in this sense, and 


¿considering the authority from which it comes, I 
deem the intimation which it implies a very full 
hint, and significant of some lurking danger. 

` A committee of thirteen is raised. Its composi- 
tion does not announce friendship to the prompt 
and free admission of California. The struggle is 
‘to prevent that committee from tacking other mat- 
; ters upon that bill; and in that struggle we have 
That law 
| forbids a bill to be sent to an inimical committee. 
Hear it: 

“Those who take exceptions to some particulars in the 
| bil, are to be of the committee; but none who speak di- 
rectly against the body of the bill. For he that wouid totally 
destroy will not amend it, (authorities ecited,) and the child 
is not to be put to a nurse that cares not for it. His there- 
fore a constant rule ¢ that no man is to be employed in any 
matter that has declared himself against it? ”—Jefferson’s 
Manual. 

This is the law; and, tried by its provisions, the 
little California child that we have got here would 
‘not be sent to this committee to be nursed, There 
are nurses enough, in all conscience, thirteen ! but, 
whether as wet or dry nurses, the Jaw would con- 
demn them; for, I apprehend, they would neither 
give milk to the babe when it was hungry, nor 
wash its face and put a clean apron upon it when 
it was dirty. No real mother, or father—nothing 
but a stepmother, or stepfather, would send a 
child to such a nurse. The laws of nature forbid 
it. Upon the same principle the Senate should .. 
not send the California bill to this committee. 
The law of Parliament forbids it. 

I have shown you the law, in the book, against 
tacking bilis. I have shown you that this word 
tack, which I have introduced into my resolution, 
and which may possibly stick to the committee if 
they undertake to stick two or three of these bill 
together, is a parliamentary phrase, in the sense I 
use it, and so used in parliamentary books: I now 
have to show it so used in dictionaries of the high- 
est authority, and with condemnation of tacking, 
in every case, whether of law, politics, or religion. 
Hear Richardson: 

“Tack: a small nail, to hold—to hold fast-—to fix—to 
fasten.?? 

And he gives examples of its application by dif- 
i ferent writers; thus by Dean Swift in his Four 


from Maine, (Messrs. Hamin and Brapgury,] if | 
the territorial governments are united with the i 
State biil; and it may be the case of others; and Í 


so upon every conjunction of the different subjects |! 


which may be made. Ifa conjunction is made in | 
the Senate, it may occasion dissent in the House | 


disagreement between the two Houses. 


President may not, and may see cause for a veto | 
in one part, and not in the other; but must disap- | 
prove all, in order to get rid of the objectionable | 
part. Thus, by the conjunction, no part of the | 
legislative power would be able to act freely and | 
fairly—neither the individual members of the two | 
Houses, nor the Houses collectively, nor the Presi- | 
This would be destructive to all | 

fair and wise legislation. i 
To California the actual injury, independent of |, 
the insult, would be, and already is great. The |, 
attempt to couple her admission with other sub- | 
jects has delayed her: the actual coupling may de- ` 
feat her. Theattempt has already consumed eight | 


i; 


i 
H 
HH 


ii 
u 


weeks: her biil is hung up two weeks longer fo 
the return of those by whose help she has alread 
been delayed eight; and when they get back, then 


i 
the struggle will just begin. If the conjunction is l| 


of Representatives, and the bill may be lost in the |! 
If the || 
two Houses shall agree in the conjunction, the |i 


Last Years of Queen Anne: 

“The reasonableness of uniting to a money bill one of a 
| different nature, which is usually called tacking, hath been 
| likewise much debated, and will admit of arguinent enough.” 


i 


| And thus Bishop Burnet, in his Own ‘Limes: 
i Some tacks had been made to many bills in King 
| Charies’s reign.” 
And thus Dryden in the dedication of his Juve- 
‘nal: 
| Laws were also called legis sature when they were of 
| several heads and titles, like our tacked bills of parchment.” 
| Legis sature! Saturated laws—staffed—erammed 


—glutted—gorged laws. Whata title! and how 


i| apt and fit for the law which may be made the 


receptacle of the seventeen propositions—eight 


i| from Kentucky and nine from Tennessee—which 


this committee are to compound out of the ingre- 
dients we send to them! Certainly we may call it 
the saturated law when it comes’ back to us so 
crowded with strange and incongruous ingredients. 
But to proceed with the dictionary. Hiere is a re- 
ligious quotation from Waterland’s works: 

t You, to give a specimen of your great dexterity in form- 
ng a scheme, have marvelously tacked two points together, 
one of waich will suit only with the Socinian scheme, the 
other only with the Arian, or Catholic? 

Such are some of the examples of the use of the 
word in the dictionary—-sufficient to vindicate its 


1850. 


ae 


use, novel as the term is in this body. One more 
quotation, and Ihave done with this lexicography. 
Dryden is quoted again, and to show that.tacking, 
and tackling, may be subjected to a process that 
they cannot stand; and although his application is 
nautical, £ will use it for the metaphor whieh it 
may imply, thus: . 
* Give em a broadside : the dice run atall, ; 
Down comes the mast and yard, and tacklings fall.” 

This may be symbolical of the fate of the tacked 
bills. I am opposed to this tacking. I have re- 
sisted it from the beginning, and have endeavored 
to restrain it by offering instructions to be sent to 
the committee. The Senate voted down the in- 
structions, and that they had a right to do; buta 
Senator, now in his seat—the Senator from Ar- 
kansas who sits to the right, [Mr. Boriann,] 
said something of my conduct and motives in re- 
lation to the instructions, which I think he had no 
right to say, and which I have a right to notice. 
Fle said: 

“ Itis a sort of expedient for consuming the time of the 
Senate and delaying its legitimate business ; a sort of legis- 
lative trifling which 1 can neither approve nor hesitate to 
condemn.?? 

This is what that Senator said; and as that Sen- 
ator and myself have not been on speaking terms 
for a good while, I hold that he was bound by the 
feelings, as well as by the rules of decorum, if he 
felt himself called. upon to remark upon my 
speech, to confine himself to the argument, and 
carefully .abstain from personality. ‘The Senator 
from Arkansas did not so abstain: he impugned 
my motives and conduct, and that when 1 was 
right, and he assumed an official superidrity which 
Ido not admit. Ele says he did not approve my 
conduct. To approve, or disapprove, is the office 
of a superior; and I know of no official superiority 
which entitles him to exercise that office over 
me. 

He says that he does not hesitate to condemn my 
conduct. Now, condemnation is the office of a 
judge, and the Senator from Arkansas is not my 
judge; and if he was so in any case which con- 
cerned my life, L would certainly pray a change 
of venue. He says that my conduct was legisla- 
tive trifling, and an expedient to delay the legiti- 
mate business of the Senate. This is a censure 
which I do not receive, and I have shown in this 
day’s exhibition of parliamentary law that I had 
aright to do what I did—in fact, that I was right 
in what I did—and of course that no one had a 
right to say I trifled and delayed business. And 
now why this “persevering attempt to connect 
California with other subjects, contrary to parlia- 
mentary Jaw, and injurious to her, and to all safe 
legislation? Why this persevering attempt-to do 
what all feel to be wrong in principle, wrong in 
law, and injurious in practice? Why is it? For 
fear of the dissolution of the Union—fear of the 
Nashville Convention. We are to make the con- 
junction under that fear. Sir, it would have no 
weight with me if the fear was real—if the Nash- 
ville Convention was a reality. But itis not. It 
belongs to the chapter of things which are passed. 
As I said of it some days ago, it is a procession 
which has passed by—has crossed the stage— 
made its cxit—and the curtain has dropped upon 
it. It is no longer a thing for anybody to be 
afraid of—no longer a spectre to coerce legislation. 

But I have gone further than I intended. [ only 
intended, in support of the motion which I have 
made, to establish the parliamentary law, and to 
show that the tacking of any Dill to the California 


bill would be a flagrant violation of that law. | 


This is all that I intended at present. The full 
discussion of the whole subject, under all its 
aspects of insult and injury to California, embar 


rassment to legislation, illegality and danger, will ; 


be more properly in order when the amalgamation 
pill shall be brought in—if one shall come in: and 


te that period I adjourn my speech. Then the | 


war will begin. 

Mr. BORLAND. Lam very sorry, Mr, Pres- 
ident, to have to trouble the Senate with any re- 
marks in connection with myself. H has always 
been my wish and my purpose, when I address 
the Senate, to address it upon seme subjects con- 
necied with the business before the Senate, and not 
in any way to connect my remarks with individ- 
uals who have anything to do with the business be- 
fore this body. 
isdue alike to myself and to the Senate to be 
thrusting myself forward, with my own feelings 


j trust, sir, | know too well what | 


and my own concerns, to nauseate the Senate with 
a dose of egotism. I should feel that I camie justly 
under the censure and condemnation of every Sen- 
ator, if I should so far forget myself, or forget what 
was bécoming in any man occupying a seat on this 
floor, either for the short time it has been my for- 
tune to be here or for a longer period—if I could so 
far forget what was due to myself or the Senate as 
to speak of myself, and obtrude my feelings upon 
the notice of this body. But, sir, a remark made 
by the honorable Senator from Missouri seems to 
make it necessary, in order that i may be under- 
stood by all who heard him, that I should say a 
word in explanation. 

He quoted a remark that I made the other day 
upon the motion, or rather upon the series of prop- 
ositions, which he submitted to the Senate, and 
upon which the Senate had to vote. He says I 
characterized those propositions as legislative tri- 
fling, for the purpose of consuming time. Mr. 
President, it seems to me that a fair interpretation 
of that remark could certainly not apply to the 
person of that Senator, or any other person. I 
spoke of propositions before the Senate, and I ex- 
pressed my opinion of them, and the effect they 
were likely to have, and the only effect they 
could have. And the effect which a majority of 
this Senate, I think, concur with me igsaying they 
would have, if they had any at all Would be an 
unnecessary consumption of the time of the Senate. 
And I think that all will agree with me that any 
proposition whatever, any amendment whatever, 
that may unnecessarily, uselessly, and vexatiously 
consume the time of this body—a body in which 
the whole country looks for useful and practical 
legislation—is legislative trifling, and nothing else. 
That is my opinion.. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator is not 
at liberty to apply an intention of that kind toany 
Senator. 

Mr. BORLAND. Will the Chair allow me to 
say that, in the first place, ] said that such a re- 
mark did not and could not apply to any Senator. 
But I respectfully submit, Mr. President, that, even 
if it did, I might be allowed, without any great im- 


set me: for, although the Senator from Missouri 
has not called the conduct of Senators here legisla- 
tive trifling, he has characterized it as a flagrant 
outrage, and by every epithet which the vocabu- 
lary of our language recognizes to apply opprobri- 
ous terms. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair makes 
a distinction between the condemnation of a meas- 
ure and that of a Senator. 

Mr. BORLAND. Will the Chair allow me to 
refer to the words I used in the beginning, to show 
that I made no application to individuals, but to 
show the effect of such legislation on this body? I 
think, to say nothing of the illustrious example 
which has been set, Í have a perfect right to re- 
peat the observations which I have made, and I 
think I could appeal to the Senate to sustain me, 
As the Senator was permitted to make direct per- 
sonal allusion to me, I hope I may be permitted to 
make an explanation. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If the Chair has 
omitted a previous duty in allowing personal al- 
lusions, that duty should not be, for that reason, 
omitted again; but the Senator will be permitted to 
make a personal explanation. 

Mr. BORLAND. The Senator from Missouri 
alluded to the personal relations existing between 
himself and me, upon which I ask permission to 
make a remark. He took occasion to make sev- 
eral allusions of a personal character. He said, if 
I were a judge, and his life was before me upon 
trial, he should ask for a change of venue. Mr. 
President, I can say with all sincerity that the Sen- 
ator’s life would be perfectly safe in my hands. I 
take this occasion to say that, as a general rule, I 
am opposed to capital punishment, no matter what 
person may be upon trial; and, sir, I believe, if I 
were elevated to the judicial bench, and I were 
called upon to pass a sentence of death upon an 


of his crime, even if he had committed every erime 
| named in the decalogue, | would sooner resign my 
place than to pass sentence of death upon him. 
| So, sir, the Senator would be perfectly safe if his 
| life were before me, no matter upon what he-shouid 
: be tried—whether upon his conduct here or else- 
l; where. 

| The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair-is of 


propriety, to follow the example which has been į 


Andividual, no matter what had been the enormity 


i 
l 


the opinion that allusions of that 


order. BEER ES 
Mr. BORLAND. “May’'T havel 
in ordor? TOT ATOSE eo 

The VICE PRESIDENT: Certain! 

Mr. BORLAND. The Senator spoke’ 
personal relations; and ‘said that for-a tong ti 
he had ceased: to ‘speak to’ me. I do not ‘know 
whether the Chair considered that: personal or not; 
but I trust I may be permitted to’ say, that so- far 


‘as the personal relations between the Senator from 


Missouri and myself are concerned, T have never 
known that we had any personal ‘relations at all: 
I certainly have never sought any. I certainly 
have never enjoyed personal intercourse with that 
Senator. And so far as the suspension of our 
personal relations is concerned, or his ceasing to 
speak to me, it is a matter about which I have 
thought so little, and cared so little, that I do not 
know whether it be true or not; and I shall never 
give myself the least concern to ascertain whether 
it be true or not, because it isa matter of perfect 
indifference to me. ; 

Again, Mr. Presideut, I beg pardon of you'and 
of the Senate, for occupying your attention upon 
this matter; and I repeat, that if left to follow my 
own inclinations, | should never mentin myself 
or my personal relations before this Senate.’ 

Mr. BENTON. Mr. President; I have ‘the 
words here, and 1 will read them; i 

“It is asort of expedient for consuming the time of the 
Senate, and delaying its legitimate business; a sort of legis« 
lative trifling, which I can neither approve, nor hesitate to 
eondemn.”? : . ~ 

These are the words. Now, sir, the Senator 
from Arkansas says that he would repeat them. 
Well, sir, that isin futuro. He will repeat them 
hereafter; and if he does repeat ‘them hereafter, 
sir, it will be, in the first place, a breach of the 
rules by which this body is governed, for him to 
say that what a member has done is an expedient 
to consume the time of the Senate, and to delay 
legislative business. {t is, in my opinion, a re- 
| flection upon the motives and. conduct of that Sen- 
ator. That is the way it strikes me. To say that 
it is a sort of legislative trifling, is, in my opin- 
ion, a stigma upon the conduct of a member, con- 
trary to the rules of decorum which are provided 
for the government of the conduct of members 
here. Buthe says he will repeat itall. Then, 
Mr. President, when he does repeat it, he will vio- 
late the rules of decorum, both as prescribed by 
the rules of this body, and as felt in every mem- 
ber’s breast. And, besides that—l am speaks. 
ing in futuro, sir—he will say. a thing:which ig 
untrue in itself. : ae 3 

M r. KING and several. Senators... Order! 
order! ; eae ct 

Mr. BENTON. You are very prompt with 
your “order.” - I am speaking of the future, sir. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair: is. of 
the opinion that any assumption with regard to 
the future conduct of members is notin order. 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, as I intimated 
some time ago, I have no intention to reply to the 
argumeht of the Senator from Missouri ón- the 
subject of what is called “ parliamentary law,’’ and 
I do not think the honorable Senator dealt with’ 
entire candor when he told us he meant to repeat 
and to continue his speech, or rather to make 
other speeches of the same kind, when the subject 
shall be taken up hereafter. I did suppose that ` 
his speech to day would prevent the necessity of 
his speaking again on the same point. i really 
feel in the condition of an eminent lawyer I knew 


ii in Kentucky, who, having by accident seen. the 
y f g py : 


notes of the opposing counsel, and the authorities 
he referred to in those notes, got hold.of all those 
authorities, and, in anticipation of:the use to be 
made of them against himself, read them:in open 
court, commented upon them, and applied them 
as well as he possibly could to his own side of the 
question. The gentleman who had prepared the 
notes and collected the-authorities, was so utterly 
| astonished at the employment of his own instru- 
| ment against himself that he really could not rs- 
cover from it, and I believe lost the cause. Now, 
sir, I am not surprised to the extent that he was, 
but really if I had made notes of a parcel of authori- 
ties, in order to show the power of the Senate to 
connect together these very subjects, I should 
| haye gone to the precise authorities which the 
| learned Senator on the other side brings forward. 
} ~ But, sir, I rose merely for the purpose of saying 
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that, when the Senator comes on with his war of 
words, which is terrible enough, when not accom- 
panied by any emphatic use of terms, I shall come 
on for peace. And if the Senator’s object is war 
against any ‘proposition to connect together, sub- 
sects.which [shall show to be perfectly coherent, 
itis- directly the reverse of mine, which. will be 
peace. . Upon that occasion I shall show—for I do 
not mean to go into.the argument now—in the first 
place, that the intimation of the honorable Sena- 
tor, that all the subjects contained in the resolu- 
tions. presented by the Senator from Tennessee 
and myself, or any considerable number of them, 
were to be associated together, and especially that 
the fugitive-slave bill should be associated with 
any other measure, is an intimation which the 
progress of events will show to be totally un- 
grounded, and without the slightest foundation. 
No such purpose ever existed, I will also show, 
upon the occasion to which I refer, that the laws 
of Parliament, as comprised in the work of Hat- 
sell are nothing more nor less than instances and 
examples of parliamentary. action, like the in- 
stances and examples in life which constitute the 
bases of the common law of England, forming 
together, by deduction and by practice, a system 
for the regulation of the two Houses of Parliament 
of Great Britain. 1 will also show that this busi- 
ness of “ tacking,” as it is technically called, has 
been carried to an extent much greater in Great 
Britain than in any other country; that it has been 
tolerated and has existed for centuries there; and 
that it is only the great abuses of the practice 
which have called down the reprehension of the 
distinguished individuals, Lord Finch and some 
others, who thought his majesty would be in some 
way affected by having these subjects presented to 
him. But fortunately for us, we have no majesty 
hete to conciliate. I will also show that we have 
our own law of Parliament, our Congress; 1 will 
show that it is a question of sound discretion, to 
be exercised upon high considerations of State and 
public policy, to unite one or more measures to- 
gether; and I will show that even in the case of 
incongruous subjects, it may be done, and that if 
the subjects before the Senate were to be united, it 
would be a union of perfectly congenial, congru- 
ous, and coherent subjects. I shall show, in the 
last place, that, in a variety of instances, some of 
_which [have before me, according to the practice 
of Congress, and according to the law of Congress, 
that subjects infinitely a thousand times more 
incongruous than the subjects now proposed to be 
united, have been combined together from session 


merely meant that, instead of reporting a specific 
biil or bills, it was quite possible that the com- 
mittee may propose amendments to, or recom- | 
mend the passage of bills now before the Senate. 
Mr. DOUGLAS moved that the resolution lie 
on the table; which motion was adopted. 


THE CALIFORNIA BILL. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, I now hold 
in my hand-a proposed amendment to the Califor- į 
nia bill, to obviate the objections that were sug- 
gested to the bill as reported by the Committee on 
Territories. I will not inflict upon the Senate the 
speech which I intended to make on that point, in 
order. to show that such an amendment would be 
entirely unnecessary, but at the proper time I will 
offer an amendment to the bill which I think will 
obviate all objections on that point. lsend the 
amendment to the Chair, and move that it lie „on 
the table and be printed. 

The amendment is as follows: 

And be it further enacted, That the said State of California 
is admitted into the Union upon the express condition that 
the people of said State, througli their Legislature or other- 
wise, shall never interfere with the primary disposal of the 
puiic lands within its limits, and shall pass no Jaw and do 
no act whereby the title of the United. States to and right to 
dispose of, the same shall be impaired or questioned ; and 
that they hall never lay any tax or assessment of any de- 
scription whatsoever upon the public domain of the United 
States; and iho case shall non-resident proprietors who 
are citizens of the United States be taxed higher than resi- 
dents: and that all the navigable waters within the said 
State shall be common highways and forever free as well to 
inhabitants of said State, as to the citizens of the United 
Siates, without any tax, impost, or duty therefor: Provided, 
That nothing herein contained shall be construed as recog- 
nizing or rejecting the propositions tendered by the people 
of California as articles of compact in the ordinance adopted 
by the convention which formed the constitution of that 
State. 

The motion to lie on the table and print was 
agreed to. . 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, I have also 
an ordinance adopted by the convention which 
framed the constitution of California, and which 
relates to the same subject—the public lands—in 
which they propose the terms of a compact with 
the Congress of the United States, upon the con- 
dition of their admission. From some cause or 
other this ordinance happened to be omitted in the 
presentation of the constitation of the State to Con- 
gress. I have been requested by one of the Sena- 
tors elect from California, and by one or two other 
Senators, to present it. I move that it lie on the 
table and be printed, The ordinance is as follows: 
AN ORDINANCE of the Convention assembled to form a 

Constitution for the State of California, in relation to ibe 


to session, from year to year. 

But, sir, as the proper time, in my opinion, to | 
discuss this question, will arrive only when the 
proposition is pending before the Senate for the 
union of these subjects, and as discussion now 
would be discussion two or three weeks ahead of 
any practical resalt, I will not now take up the 
time of the Senate in answering the speech of the 
honorable Senator, but will answer it at that pe- 
riod of adjournment, when he threatened us with 
such a terrible war of words, and when I shall 
resort to all the laws of peace that Lcan. + 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, as it is not i 
proposed that a vote be taken on this resolution 
to-day, I wish to procure an order for the printing ! 
of an amendment which I wili offer to the Cali- 
fornia bill. 1 trast the mover of the resolution 
will make such a disposition of it as will enable 
me to do this. 

Mr. CASS. Mr. President, I merely rise to 
say a word on this subject, 1 understand that the 
honorable Senator from Missouri assumes that it 
is contrary to the parliamentary jaw that these 
sabjects should be united. He then assumes that 
the committee is going to violate the law, and then 
is going to make provision that they shall not vio- 
late the law. I understand that to be the state of 
the case. Now, sir, I think it quite possible, yea, | 
even probable, that the committee will not report 
any bill at all. The Senator, then, is presuppoging 
a state of things which may never occur at ail, | 
and which it will be quite time enough to discuss | 
when it does. The Senator avows that he will! 
discuss it then, and it seems to me that discussion 
now would be discussing a state of things which || 
may never happen. 

Mr. BENTON. 
happen. 

Mr. CASS. It is perhaps necessary that I | 


I shall rejoice if it does not 


disposition of the public Jands in that State. 

Be it ordained by the Convention assembled to form a 
consutution for the State of California, on behalf, and hy 
authority of, the people of said State, that the following 
propositions be submitted to the Congress of the United 
States, which, if assented to by that body, shall be obligatory 
on this State: 

Ist. On ction of land in every quarter township of the 
public lands, and when such section has been sold or other- 
wise disposed of, other lauds equivalent thereto, and as con- 
tiguous as may be, shall be granted, to the State for the use 
of schools, 

2d. Seventy-two sections of the unappropriated lands 
fying within this State shall be set apart and reserved for the 
use and support of a university, which, together with such 
further quantities as may be agreed upon by Congress, shall 
be conveyed to the State, and appropriated solely to We use 
and support of such university in such manner as the Legis- 
lature may prescribe. 

3d. Four sections of Jand, to be selected under the direc- 
tion of the Legislature from any of the unappropriated tands 
belonging to the United States within this State, shail be 
granted to the State for its use in establishing a seat of gov- 
ermueut, or to defray the expenses of public buildings at we 
same. 

4th. Five hundred thousand acres of the unappropriated 
public lands iu this State belonging to the United States, in 
addition to the five hundred thousand acres granted to the 
new States under an act of Congress distributing the pro- 
ceeds of the public lands among the several States of the 
Union, approved A. Ð. 1841, shall be designated under the 
direction of the Legislature, and granted to the State for the 
purpose of defraying the expenses of the State government, 
and other State purposes. And five per cent. of the net 


shall he sold under the authority of the United States, after 


appropriated for the encouragement of learning. 

oth. All salt springs within this State, and the lands re- 
served for the use of the same, at least one section, including 
each spring, shail ranted to the State, to be used or dis- 
posed of as the Legislature may direct. 

6ty. ‘The first Senators and Representatives elected to | 
Congress from this Siate are hereby authorized and empow- | 
ered to make or assent to such other propositions as the in- 
ter-sts of the State may req-ire, and any such changes or | 
new propositions, when approved by the Legislature, shall | 
be as obligatory as if the assent of this Convention were | 
given ticreto, and all stipulations entered into by the Legis- | 


i 
i 
i 


should explain what 1 said a moment ago. I 


* 


lature in pursuance of the authority herein conferred shall | 
be considered articles of compact between the United States | 


proceeds of the sale of all lands lying within the State, which | 


deducting all expenses incident to the same, shall also be 1 i 
i! bers as composing the committee of Investigation 


and this Siate ; and the Legislature is hereby further author- 
ized to declare in behalf of the people of California, if such 
dectaration be proposed by Congress, that they will not in- 
| terfere with the primary disposal under the aatbority of the 
i gaed States of the vacanı tands within the limits of this 
{ State. 

The motion was agreed to. 

- INDIAN TITLES IN OREGON. 

Mr. BELL. I move that the Senate take up 
| the bill providing for the extinguishment of the 
Indian titles in Oregon. I do not know of any- 
thing which more imperatively demands the atten- 
tion of this body. 

Mr. KING. I suppose that will take up con- 
siderable time, and I am desirous that we should 
go into Executive session. 

There is a good deal of business of that kind to 
be disposed of, as I understand. 

Mr. BELL. 1 will only state to the Senator 
from Alabama, that this bill really deserves the 
prompt attention of the Senate. On account of 
the great distance of this territory, communications 
can only be made once in two or three months. I 
wish to call attention to the fact that we are over- 
looking the great interests of that territory, while 
looking solely at the condition of a sister territory. 
Although the inhabitants have cultivated the land 
and made improvements upon it, I understand 
i there is not one acre of land which any of them 
can claim by title, and nothing can be done by lay- 
ing off and establishing land offices, and making 
appropriations of the public domain, or granting of 
j titles, till provision is made for extinguishing the 
Indian titles. 

The motion to take up the bill being agreed to— 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the bill authorizing the negotiation of treaties with 
the Indian tribes in the Territory of Oregon, for the 
extinguishment of their claims to lands lying west 
of the Cascade Mountains, and for other purposes. 

The bill, on the motion of Mr. BELL, was 
verbally amended; it was then reported to the Sen- 
ate; the amendments were concurred in, the bill 
| ordered to be engrossed fora third reading, and 

was subsequently read a third time by unanimous 
; consent and passed. z 

On motion by Mr. RUSK, the Senate then pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 
and after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened and the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuerspay, April 23, 1850. 


The Journal of yesterday having been read— 

Mr. VAN DYKE rose to move a correction of 
it. He said that when he had yesterday made a 
minority report from the Committee on Elections 
in the case of Huc N. Smiru, Delegate from 
New Mexico, he (Mr. V. D.) had moved that the 
report be made the special order of the day for the 
29ih of the present month, being the day for which 
the report of the majority of the same committee 
on the same subject had been made the special 
order. He did not understand, from the reading 
of the Journal, that any notice of that part of his 
motion had been taken; anå he desired that the 
Journal should be corrected accordingly, 

The SPEAKER intimated, that the omission 
was not material, because, if the report of the mi- 
nority proposed to offer a resolution as an amend- 
ment to the report of the majority, the amendment 
could be offered when the report of the majority 
| should comeupas the specialorder. The omission 
|i could not affect the state of the case one way or 
| the other. The correction, however, would be 
| made, if desired by the gentleman. 
| Mr. VAN DYKE expressed his desire that the 
amendment should be made. 
i| It was ordered accordingly. 

And then the Journal was approved. 
INVESTIGATION—-SECRETARY EWING. 


The SPEAKER announced the following mem- 


į ordered yesterday to be appointed under the reso- 
i lution of the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Rica- 
ARDSON:] ` 

i a on itd of Illinois, Vinton of 
i > N of Mississippi, RockweLrLu of Mas- 
i sachusetts, Hart of Missouri, Evans of Mary- 
i land, Ross of Pennsylvania, ALSTON of Alabama, 


| Duxnam of Indiana. 


| THE DEFICIENCY BILL. 
i Mr. BAYLY rose, he said, to ask the unani- 


1850. | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


mous consent of the House to report back from 
the Committee of Ways and Means the bill ma- 
king appropriations for deficiencies: in appropria- 
tions for the current fiscal year, with the amend- 
ments which had been made thereto by the Senate. 
His desire was that the bill should be referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. INGE called for the regular order of busi- 
ness, (which would be the cali of the committees 
for reports, when the gentleman from Virginia 
[Mr. Bayt] would have an opportunity of making 
the report.) He (Mr. I.) objected to everything 
out of the regular order of business. 

Mr. BAYLY said he begged leave to say to his 
friend from Alabama, [Mr. Ince,] that if the com- 
mittees should be called, there was.no probability 
that the Committee of Ways and Means could be 
reached to-day, and the bill ought to be referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. He hoped the gentleman would with- 
draw his objection, : 

The SPEAKER inquired whether the gentle- 
man from Alabama [Mr. Ince] persisted in his 
demand for the regular order of business? 

Mr. INGE said, he did insist. 

Mr. PHOENIX asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to introduce a bill, of which, he said, 
previous notice had been given. 

-The SPEAKER said that the gentleman from 
Alabama [Mr. Ince] insisted upon the regular 
order of business, and that this amounted to an 
objection to every proposition and to all business 
that was not strictly within the regular order. 


DEFALCATIONS. 


Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, asked the unani- 
mous consent of the House to introduce the reso- 
lution which he had yesterday offered as an 
amendment to the resolution of the gentleman from 
Illinois, [Mr. Ricuarnson,] and which he asked 
might now be read for information, _ 

The SPEAKER said that the regular order of 
business was insisted upon, which, he repeated, 
amounted to an objection to all business out of 
that order. i 


CONGRESSIONAL MAILS: 


The SPEAKER announced the unfinished busi- 
ness of the morning hour to be the joint resolu- 
tion heretofore under consideration, in relation to 
providing separate congressional mail bays; and 
the amendment thereto offered by the geneman 
from Maryland, [Mr. McLane. ] 

And the pending question was stated to be on 
the motion heretofore made by Mr. Jones, that the 
whole subject be laid upon the table. 

Mr. STRONG and Mr. SACKETT called for 
the reading of the resolution and amendment; 
which were read. : 

A brief conversation followed on a point of order, 
between Mr. Jongs and the Speaker. 

Mr. PHELPS appealed to the gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. Jones] to withdraw his motion 
to lay on the table, to enable him (Mr. P.) to sub- 
mit a few remarks, . 

Mr. JONES assented. 

So the motion to lay the subject on the table 
was withdrawn. f : 

Mr. PHELPS expressed a hope that the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee would withdraw his mo- 
tion to lay the subject on the table. 

The motion was then withdrawn, ard 

Mr. PHELPS stated that he would not have 
desired to say anything on the subject but for the 
remarks which had fallen from the gentleman from 
Kentucky, [Mr. Sranron.] He was opposed to the 
passage of the resolution, because it would be at- 
tended with an expense without which it could not 
be accomplished. It contemplated the establish- 
ment of an additional post office. It gave the au- 
thority to the postmaster of Washington to cause 
the mails to be divided, and those for the members 
of Congress to be carried directly to the Capitol and 
to distribute them there. ‘This could not be done 
without the establishment of an additional post 
office, which may render it neceswary that the 
post offices now established in the Capitol should 
be dispensed with. He stated that the mails from 
the different parts of the country were sent direct to 
Washington, and were not separated at distribu- 
ting offices. In order to carry out the object of the 
resolution, it would be necessary that every post- 
master throughout the whole country must make 


up the mails for Washington in separate packets. |i from the change. The passage of this resolution 


i| two cents on the delivery of every letter is author- | 
tized. ‘This small item amounts to a large sum in |: 


How else was the contemplated division to be 
made? Healso intimated, that the adoption of this 
mode of separating the mails would, in the southern 
and western sections of the country, cause such 
an increase of labor as would lead to a delay in 
the arrival of the mails of from twelve to eighteen 
hours. He looked on the mode proposed by the 
resolution as impracticable. 

The true mode of obviating the inconvenience 
to which members of Congress were subjected by 
the delay of two hours in the delivery of their 
letters, which takes place under the existing arz 
rangement—and he thought it important that mem- 
| bers should be placed in a position to be enabled 
| to answer their correspondents promptly—would 
be, to authorize the Postmaster General to expe- 
dite the arrival of the mails at Washington. He 
thought, by a change of arrangement, that it 
would be easy to make the arrival of the mails an 
hour earlier than at present. For these reasons 
he was opposed to the passage of the resolution. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, explained a 
mistake he had fallen into when he last addressed 
the House on the subject, in consequence of con- 
founding the amendment of the gentleman from 
Maryland with the original resolution. 

The gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Purzps] 
had taken exception to this resolution® on the 
ground that, if adopted, it would lead% additional 
expense, Fie thought there was no ground for 
this objection, as he thought it would bea very 
easy matter for the Postmaster General to issue 
instructions to the different postmasters to make 
up in distifict mails the letters addressed to mem- 
bers of Congress, and to transmit them directly to 
Washington, so that, by this simple process, only 
a Single distribution would be necessary. The 
distribution at the city post office would be thus 
superseded. It would be the simplest process in 
the world for the postmasters to make up separate 
mails. It was not required that every postuaster 
should make up a separate packet for each mem- 
ber, which would be to incur an unnecessary | 
expense. 

iMr. PHELPS desired to ask how the mails 
could be separated at the cars, on their arrival at 
Washington? The letters for Washington must 
go, as a matter of course, to the city post office; 
and where was the contemplated division to be 
made? 

Mr. STANTON replied, that packets from the 
eastern States, made up for Washington, must 
pass through the distributing offices which are 


x 


established between Boston and Washington, and | 
the western mail had to be opened and assorted 
at Baltimore before it came to Washington. 

Mr. PHELPS suggested that the western mail 
for Washington did not go to Baltimore. 

Mr. STANTON was aware of this. 
would be opened at Cumberland. 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, said that Cumber- 
land was uot a distributing office. 

Mr. STANTON replied, that it might take place 
perhaps at Wheeling. The gentleman must be 
sufficiently acquainted with the post-office system 
to know, that there was always a way-mail; and 
he could not see any greater difficulty in the way of 
making up a direct mail for Washington city, than 
in making up this way-mail. But the great objec- 
tion seemed to be, that the passage of this tesolu- | 
tion would lead to an increase of officers, and a 
corresponding increase of expenses. He, how- 
ever, did not think that this would be at all neces- | 
sary. But admitting that even an increase of offi- | 
cers should become necessary, it did not follow | 
that the expenses to the Government should also | 
| be increased. lt would be recollected, that under | 


But it 


| the provisions of the post office law, a charge of 


| the aggregate. Every one who knows what a 
number of letters the members of Congress receive 


| rate estimate of the amounts which would be col- 


i the object of the resolution, here is a fund provided 
i for their payment, withont subjecting the Post 
| Office Department to any additional expense. 


ti 


| to him by his friend from Tennessee, [Mr. Jonzs,] 


z AEN oT l 
| daily, will bé able to form something like an accu- || 


H 
s u j 
lected from this charge; so that, even if we were || 
to have one or two additional officers to carry out |} 
i 


i 


i 


would require a changa of. the whole of the-pres= 
ent system. > Every postmaster: throughout the’. 
country. would have to be furnished with thenames. 
of all the members. of. Congress; thevofficers. of- 
the. House of Representatives and.of the Senate: 
who now act as the: postmasters of Congress: to: 
become regular. postmasters, and to.keep regular 
accounts, acting under-the control.of the: Post: Ofe: 
fice Department. It would render it. necessary:to 
adopta new system of making upthe mails for 
Washington, making one packet for members of 
Congress and another packet for all other. citizens 
of Washington, and all to be. sent to the Capitols. 
and, on their arrival there, these packets would all 
have to be taken out of the mail, and those. for 
citizens to be disposed of in one mode, being sent 
to the city post office, and those for members of 
Congress distributed here. We should have con- 
fusion from one end of the country to the other. 
Every postmaster would be required to make up 
the mail for Washington in two separate packets, 
one intended for members of Congress, directed to 
them either by their names, or to the House of 
Representatives, or to the Senate, as the case might 
be. You would thus have a multiplication-of. of- 
fices: The House of Representatives would have: 
one; the Senate would have one; and the Wash-: 
ington city post office would be the third. s 
e desired that the House would. consider 

whether it might.not, by the adoption of this. res- 
olution, make the matter still worse. He. had 
once been himself of the opinion that something 
ought to be done—that some change of the present 
system was necessary; but from the knowledge of 
the post-office system which he had subsequently 
acquired, he had now come to the conclusion that 
any such change was impracticable without lead- 
ing to greater evils than those it was intended to 
remove. ; 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, moved 
that the whole subject be laid upon the table. 

The question on that motion was taken, and 
decided in the affirmative, without a division...., <. 

So the whole subject was laid upon the table, 


THE DEFICIENCY BILL. 

Mr. BAYLY rose, and again asked the unani- 
mous consent of the Flouse to report the. defi- 
ciency bill, in ordered that it might be referred to 
the Cornmittee of the Whole on the state of the 
Onion. His friend from Alabama, (Mr. Incx,} 
in consideration of the pressing nature of the bill, 
had (Mr. B. said) consented to waive his objec- 
tion. ` . oc ates 

Mr. WENTWORTH, with a. remark’ ‘not _ 
heard, insisted on the regular order of business.as 
prescribed by the rules. rafi Ge Ms 

DEFALCATIONS. 


Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, rose and. desired, 


| he said, to turn the attention of gentlemen on the 


other side of the House to the fact, that they bad 
yesterday pledged themselves. that the resolution 
offered by him should be introduced at any. time. 
He now asked the unanimous consent of the 
House to introduce that resolution, i 

Mr. INGE objected, because, he said, he did 
not want the time of the House tò be consumed 
in this fruitless way. f 

REPORTS. 


The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the com- 
mittees for reports, commencing where the call 
was last suspended. ‘ 

On motion by Mr. McKISSOCK, the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads was discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of 
Isaac Hill, of New Hampshire, in relation to libel 
suits instituted against him in the city of New 
York; and it was ordered to lie on the table. 

Ou motion by Mr. DURKEE, the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads was discharged 
from the further consideration of the memorial of 
Armistad Neal for additional pay as postmaster 
at Big Lick, Roanoke county, Virginia, and the . 
Postmaster. General’s reply thereto; and it was 
ordered to lie on the table. ` 


DEFALCATIONS. 
Mr. INGE said that, on an explanation made 


i Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, expressed a hope j that there had yesterday been an understanding or 
| that the House would be cautious how it gave its || pledge, on his side of the House, tha the resolu- 
i 
| 


| sanction to a change of the present system, with- | 


| out being first satisfied that benefit would result 


i 


| 


tion of the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. 
Evans] should be introduced, he (Mr. I.) would 
withdraw his objection, 


800 


Mr: CABLE, of Ohio, renewed it. i 
“OME KAUFMAN said, that understanding the 
gentleman. from Ohio (Mr. Caste] was not pres- 
ent yesterday at the moment the pledge was given 
ihat this resolution should be received, he hoped 
the objection would be withdrawn. 

Mr. CABLE. said he certainly was not aware 
that he was involved in any such pledge as gentle- 
nen alluded to: ` But if it would be any gratifica- 
tion to his friends, hë would withdraw his objec- 
tion. 

So the objection was again withdrawn. 

The resolution proposed an inquiry into all de- 

falcations that took place under the administration 
of Mr.* Polk; and authorized the committee of 
investigation for the purpose of ascertaining the 
charaeter and extent of the said defalcations, to 
address to the heads of the several departments 
particular inquiries with regard thereto, and par- 
ticularly respecting any knowledge by the late 
Administration, or by the heads of any of the de- 
partments thereof, concerning said defalcations or 
any of them; and whether any writer for news- 
papers held office under the late Administration; 
and if so, for what papers they wrote, and the 
names of said writers; and also that the committee 
inquire whether the late Administration, or any 
head of any department thereof, opened or paid 
any claim that had been rejected by previous 
Administrations; and whether said late Adminis- 
tration, or any officer thereof, has allowed or paid 
interest on any claims; if yea, to whom, and the 
amount thereof; and that they inquire into the 
names of all persons having an interest in said 
claims; and further, that the committee inquire 
whether any officers of the late Administration in 
the Post Office, or other department, were en- 
gaged in making electioneering speeches about 
the country while receiving pay from the Govern- 
ment, or whether any officers of the Government 
were engaged as political writers, or heads of polit- 
ical clubs, for the purpose’ of influencing the elec- 
tions; and farther, that said committee inquire into 
any and all frauds generally committed by officers 
of the late Administration. 
_ Mr. WILLIAMS stated that the gentleman from 
Maryland was now absent from the House on 
business at the coast survey office, and had re- 
quested that he should be sent for if any action 
upon his resolution were consented to. 

Mr. TOOMBS called for the reading of the res- 
olution. 

The Clerk proceeded to read it, and had read it 
in part when— 

Mr. TOOMDS rose and objected. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman object 
to the resolution ? 

My. TOOMBS, 
sense 

So the resolution was not received, 

The call of the committees fpr reports was then 
resumed. H 


Ido object to any such non- 


ODD FELLOWS. 


Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, from the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia, reported a bill 
to incorporate the Grand Lodge of the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows in the District of Columbia. 

The bill being read twice by its title— 

Mr. BROWN moved that it be referred to the 
Committee of the Whole, and that it be printed. 

oo JONES moved that the bill be laid on the 
tabie, a 

Mr. POTTER desired to be informed by the 
Speaker, whether it would be in order to move that 
the bill be rejected ? 

The SPEAKER said, the motion would not be 
in order at this time. 

Mr. CROWELL asked that the bill might be 
again read by the title. 

Mr. HALL said that, before voting on this bill, 
he would like to know something of its contents. 
And he asked that it might be read. x 

The SPEAKER said that when order was re- 
stored, when gentlemen had resumed their seats 
and suspended conversation, the bill would be read. 

After a brief interval the bill was read through. 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be on | 
the motion of the gentleman from ‘Tennessee, [Mr. 
Jonss,] that the bill should be laid upon the table. 

Mr. KAUFMAN desired to be informed wheth- 
er the bill was accompanied with any report from 
the Committee on the District of Columbia ? 

Mr. BROWN said that, as an act of justice to į 


| the applicants for this charter, he must ask the 
House to favor him with the yeas and nays on the 
motion of the gentleman from Tennessee, that the 
bill be laid upon the table. 

He would like (Mr. B: remarked) to say a few 
words in explanation, but it was not in his power 
to do so under the pressure of the motion of the 
gentleman from Tennessee. i i 
Mr. JONES said he would withdraw his motion 
to lay the bill on the table; and whilst on the floor 
would say a very few words in explanation of 
xhe reasons for the motion he had made. Upon 
former occasions, since he had been a member of 
this House, bills had been reported to incorporate 
| the Grand Lodge of the Masonic Fraternity of the 
city of Washington, and also the Grand Lodge of 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. He had 
i opposed these bills, and had given very briefly his 
reasons for doing so. It was not because he had 
any personal opposition to either of these orders, 
for he was himself a member of one of them. But 
‘he asked no privilege for it on that account—he 
asked no corporate powers for it—and would not 
for any other order. 

Of the order in behalf of which the present ap- 
plication was made, he was not a member; but the 
objects gf the institution he believed to be love, 
| friendship, and charity, and he believed that great 

good was Recca through its instrumentaiity. 
Yet he did not think that this Government had the 
| power to grant acts of incorporation, and he be- 


kind were allied in any manner to the Government, 
they were to a great extent stripped of their power 
to do good. And for these reasons he should op- 
| pose the incorporation of the order now seeking a 
charter, as well as of the one of which he was 
himself a member. 


desired to give the reasons which induced him to 
support this bill, he (Mr. J.) would not interpose 
any obstacle to his doing so by insisting on the 
motion to lay on the table, 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, said he had no 
idea at this stage of the proceedings of discussing 
| this bill, nor did he deem it neccessary. In reply 
ito the inquiry of the gentleman from Texas, 
(Mr. Kaurman,] whether a report accompanied 
| the bill, he could say, there was no report. 
| report was not decmed necessary; the bill on its 
face explained itself. It was a simple act to in- 
corporate a benevolent society. The bill reserved 
| to Congress the power to alter, amend, or repeal 
jj the charter at their pleusure. Charters were grant- 
j cd to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows (of 


i} 
1 
į 
i 


i this Union. The gentleman from Tennessee said 
| that Congress possessed no power to grant char- 
ters or pass acts of incorporation. ‘This might be 
so, or it might not beso. The Committee on the 


į District of Columbia thought differendy. They 


: believed that under the power to legislate over the 
t District 
| Mr. JONES interposed, and asked if the gentle- 
; man from Mississippi believed that the Congress of 
the United States possessed the power to create 
corporations? 3 

Mr. BROWN replied, that within the limits of 
| the District he believed that Congress did possess 
í that power: he never had questioned it. Beyond 


; power. If the influence of this Corporation were 
; to extend beyond the District, Congress wouid not 
j have the power to create it; but its influence was 
confined to the District. 

He repeated that he did not deem it necessary 
| to go into any further explanation. The gentle- 
; men who asked the act of incorporation were re- 
| spectable inhabitants of the District of Columbia. 
i He believed that Congress had the power to pass 
| the bill; no possible harm could come from it. If 
| the House of Representatives thought proper to 
| lay the bill on the table ict them do go. 

i Mr.McLANE, of Maryland, reminded the gen- 
deman from Mississippi, that the city of Washing- 
| ton itself was a corporation by act of Congress; 


i always passed acts of incorporation. 
| Mr. JONES renewed the motion that the bill be 
paid on the table. And, in accordance, he said, 


| (Mr. J.) would ask the yeas and nays. 


lieved’ that when benevolent institutions of this | 


If the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Brown] | 


‘A | 


i which he was not a member) in every State of 
i 


i the limits of the District, Congress had no such | 


land that Congress, for constitutional objects, had |; 


; with the desire expressed by the chairman of the |. 
; Committee on the District of Columbia, [Mr. |) 
|. Brown,] that a record vote should be take 


YEAS—Mossrs. Albertson, Alexander, Averett, Bayly, 
Beale, Bennett, Bingham, Bocock, Bowdon, Burrows, 
Joseph P. Caldwell, Cartier, Williamson R. W. Cobb, 
Conger, Crowell, Daniel, Doty, Fowler, Freediey, Gerry, 
Giddings, Gorman, Gould, Hall, Haraison, Harlan, Isham 
G. Harin, Haymond, Hebard, Holladay, Howard, Jones, 


Preston King, Leffler, Littlefield, Matteson, McDowell, 
MecLanahan, McMullen, Meade, Miller, Millsou, Peck, 
Phelps, Potter, Putnam, Robbins, Root, Savage, Shepperd, 
Stetson, Sirong, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Van 
Dyke, and Wilmot—ss. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alston, Andrews, Ashmun, Bissell, 
Bowie, Bowlin, Briggs, Brook, A. G. Brown, Wm. J. Brown, 
Buel, Chester Butler, T. B. Butler, J, Cable, Campbell, 
Casey, Chandler, Clark, Cleveland, Colcock, Corwin, De- 
berry, Dimmick, Dixon, Duncan, Dunham, Edmundson, 
Ewing, Faller, Gentry, Halloway, Hamilton, Sampson W., 
Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hoagland, Howe, Hubbard, 
Inge, Andrew Johnson, Rohert W. Johnson, Daniel P. 
King, George G. King, John A. King, La Sére, Mason, 
McDonald, McGaughey, McKissock, Robert M, McLane, 
Finis E. McLean, McQueen, Mc Willie, Moore, Morehead, 
Morse, Morton, Nelson, Olds, Orr, Otis, Outlaw, Parker, 
Peaslee, Pheenix, Powell, Rockwell, Rose, Ross, Sawtelle, 
Silvester, Sprague, Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard 
IL Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, Taylor, James Thomp- 
son, John R. Thompson, William Thompson, Thurman, 
Toombs, Tuck, Underhill, Vinton, Walden, Wallace, Wat- 
kins, Welborn, White, Williams, Wilson, Winthrop, 
Wood, and Woodward—94, 

So the House decided that the b 
be laid upon the table. 

The question then recurred on the motion of Mr. 
Brown, of Mississippi, that the bill be referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House and be 
printed. 3 


And it was ordered accordingly. 
ST. JOSEPH’S BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 


Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, from the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia, reported a bill 
to incorporate the German Roman Catholic St. 
| Joseph Benevolent Society of the city of Wash- 
ington. ; 

The bill having been read twice by its titl— 
Mr. BROWN moved its reference to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, and that it be printed. ` 

Mr. JONES moved that it be laid upon the 
table. 

The motion was rejected. 

And the bill was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole and ordered to be printed. 

THE POTOMAC BRIDGE. 
| Mr. MORTON, from the Committee on the 
i! District of Columbia, reported a bill to increase 
|| the compensation of the keepers of the southern 
draw of the Potomac bridge. 

The bill having been read twice by its titl— 

Mr. MORTON moved that it be referred to the 
| Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
and be printed. 

Mr. JONES moved that the bill be laid upon 
the tabie. s 

Mr, J., in support of this motion, said that the 
bridge was originally constructed by this Govern- 
ment, and was at the time made a free bridge. 
The District of Columbia at that time extended 
across the river, and included what was now the 
county of Alexandria, in the State of Virginia. 
Since then, the Government had transferred all the 
territory on the other side of theriver to the State 
of Virginia; and if the centre of the Potomac was 
the line between the District of Columbia and the 
State of Virginia, as it originally was between the 
States of Maryland and Virginia, this draw was 
now in the State of Virginia. If so, the Govern- 
| ment had no further control over it. 

Mr. MORTON said, as he understood, the 
drawbridge was on this side of the river, and not 
within the State of Virginia. He appealed to the 
| gentleman to permit the bill to be referred to the 
|; Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
; to afford opportunity for the House to inform 


i 


| ill should not 
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probably than either the gentleman or himself; and 
this was his firm impression., He asked why the 
gentleman—the facts not being before the House— 


ipon a motion to lay 


should press them to a vote u 
‘on the table? He appealed to him to allow the 


bill to go to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. l 
_ Mr. JONES said that this was not a new ques- 
tion; it had been before the House for seven years. 
He renewed his motion to lay on the table. 
‘The question was taken, and the vote stood, ayes 
$0, noes 49—no quorum voting. 
Tellers were appointed, (Messrs. MEADE, of 
Virginia, and Kine, of Rhode Island.) 
And the vote being taken, stood—ayes 65, noes 
8 


Mr. WILLIAMS called the yeas and nays. 
. Mr. MORTON inquired of the Chair, whether 
it would be in order for -him to make an explana- 
tion: 

ae SPEAKER said it would not now be in 
order. ; 

Mr. MORTON asked if he could do so by 
unanimous consent? 

The SPEAKER. By unanimousconsent only. 


Objection was made. 


5 


Mr. MORTON. Is it in order to have the re- | 


port of the committee and the bill read? 

The SPEAKER. If the reading is called for, 
the question must be put to the House, and the 
House must decide it. The bill hes been read twice 
by the title, and neither the bill nor the report can 
now be read except by common consent. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Hlinois, inquired of the Speak- 
er whether a quorum had voted ? 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. MORTON, Can I not call for the reading 
of the, report ? 

TheSPEAKER. Ifthe gentleman calls for the 
reading, and objection should be made, as it has 
already been, the question must be submitted to 
the House. ; 

The objection to the reading was repeated. 

And the question being put to the House, it was 
decided that the report should not be read. 

The question then recurred on the demand for 
the yeas and nays, and they were refused. 

So, under the vote given above, the bill was laid 
upon the table. : 

- Mr. SILVESTER moved that the House re- 
solve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

A brief conversation followed, between Mr. 
Meane and the Speaker. 

The question was then stated to be on. the mo- 
tion òf Mr. SILVESTER. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, hoped, he said, 
that the motion would not be agreed to, but that 
the call of the committees for reports would be 
proceeded with. It was seven weeks since some 
of the committees had had an opportunity to pre- 
sent reports. 

Mr. BAYLY also hoped that the motion would 
be voted down. He had some reports which he 
desired to make. 

‘The question was then taken, and, by ayes 84, 
noes 63, was decided in the affirmative. 


CALIFORNIA. 


So the House again resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Tompson, of Mississippi, in the chair,) and 
resumed the consideration of the special message 
of the President communicating the. constitution 
of California. Q 

Mr. MOREHEAD was entitled to the floor, and 
addressed the committee during the hour, (in 
remarks which will be published in the Appen- 
dix. i 
ir. M. having concluded, 

Mr. PECK obtained the floor, and addressed the 
committee, (in a speech which will be published 
in the Appendix.) 5 ' 

The first half of his remarks was directed to an 
examination of the objections urged against the 
admission of California as a State into the Union— 


51 


he was informed by gentlemen who knew better | 


a measure of which he declared himself the advo- 
cate. He examined the objections which had 
| beeg urged, disposing of them seriatim as present- 
| ing, in his judgment, no valid arguments against 
her admission, whether considered with reference 
to their own intrinsic weight, or to the prior action 
of this Government in the admission of new States 
into the Union. 
| He next proceeded to discuss the territorial 
| question, arguing the imperative duty of Congress, 
in accordance with the ninth article of the treaty, 
with the proclamation of General Kearny, &c., 
| at the earliest practicable day to establish govern- 
ments for the territories—the form of government 
to be decided by the majority of Congress. He 
expressed his adherence to the Wilmot proviso, 
maintaining the clear constitutional power of Con- 
| gress to adopt it, and glancing at legislative prece- 
, dents for the exercise of that power. 

Mr. WILMOT obtained the floor, and yielded 
to a motion by 

Mr. BOOTH, that the committee rise. 

Which being agreed to, 

The committee rose and reported progress. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a depo- 
sition which had been communicated to him in the 
case of contested election in Jowa, for the purpose 
of its reference to the Committee on Elections. j 

No objection being made, the paper was received 
and re‘erred to the Committee on Elections. 

On motion by Mr. STRONG, (who stated that 
depositions were being received from Iowa, and 
| were soon expected in the case of contested elec- | 
tion in Pennsylvania,) it was ordered that said | 
papers when received be referred without further | 
action to the Committee on Elections. 

On motion the House adjourned. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. PARKER gave notice that on to-morrow, or some 
subsequent day, he should ask leave to introduce a bill enti- 
| ed & A bill respecting the National Armorics at Springfield 
| and Harper’s Ferry”? 


PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committées: 


By Mr. OLDS: The petition of sundry citizens of Fayette 
county, Ohio, praying that no State may hereafter- be ad- 
mitted into the Union unless the constitution of said State 
shall expressly prohibit the establishment of slavery ia the 
limits of said State. 

į _ Also, the petition of sundry citizens of Fayette county, | 
Ohio, praying the abolition of slavery and the slave trade in 
the District of Columbia, or the removal of the capital to 
free territory. 

Also, the petition of sundry citizens of Oxford, Ohio, ask- | 
ing Congress to prohibit slavery in the territories of the 
United States, 

Also, the petition of sundry citizens of Fayette county, 
Ohio, asking that when a person is arrested as a fugitive 
slave, he shall not be delivered to the claimant except upon 
i the finding ofa jury. 

Also, the petition of sundry citizens of Fayette county, 
Ohio, praying Congress to abolish slavery and the slave 
trade jn all the territories of the United States, and to erc- 
ate no territorial government without the slavery probibi- | 
| tion, 

By Mr. FOWLER: The petition of Sylvanus Ward and | 
60 other citizens of Franklin, Massachusetts, praying that jį 


| act of Congress in all the territories of the United States. 


that a fugitive slave shall not be delivered to the claimant | 
} or his agent, except on the finding of a jury that the slave is | 
| the property of said claimant. : 

Also, of the same persons, that no State be hereafter ad- | 
mitted into the Union, unless the constitution of such State | 


limits. 


trict of Columbia, be repealed ; or, in the event of their non- 
repeal, that the seat of the National Government be re- 
moved to some other location. 

By Mr. HOWE: The petition of James Kingsleyagnd 60 
other citizens of Venango county, Pennsyivania, praying 
Congress to repeal all laws by which slavery or the slave 
trade is authorized in the city of Washington or the Dis- 
| trict of Columbia; and that in the event of their nou-repeat, 
the seat of the National Govermment may be removed to 
some more suitable jocation. i 

Also, the petition of James M. Bowman and 63 other citi- | 
zens of the same place, praying Congress that no Statemay | 
hereafter be admitted into the Union, unless the eanstitu- f 
tion of such Siate shall expressly prohibit the existence-of j 
slavery within its limits. | 


slavery and the slave trade may be expressly prohibited by H 


Also, of the same persons, thet provision be made by law | 


{ shall expressly prohibit the existence of slavery within its | 


Also, that aH Jaws sanctioning the slave trade in the Dis- | 


! 
l 


H 


| 
i 


tt 
ji 
if 
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: praying that the death of a widow after 


; machine. 


| Society of Friends held at Clear Creek, Putnam.céanty, 


| Pennsylvania, to the borough of Clearfield, Pennsy 
i by Wheatland and Clearfield Creek postoffice, 0 0. 


| Indiana, asking a mail-route from Loyanspo) 


| and 33 others, mechanics and Jumb: 


_Also, the petition of John. Fleminga 
of the same place, praying Congress: to 
very and the slave trade in al!’ the i 
States. s RESTAS as 
Also, the petition of James Cook and 64 other citi 
the same place, praying Congress 10 provide by la 
whenever a person shall be arrested as a fugitive; 
any Statė other than that in which he is alle: 
to service, he shall not be delivered to thë claimant or i 
gent, except on the finding of a jury that he is the stavé.of 
the claimant. Sethe Sh: cA 
By Mr. THURMAN: The petition of Uri Young’ and 70° 
ther citizens of the county of Warren, State of New York; 
passing of heder 
of the 7th of July, 1838, and before the passing of the joint 
resolution of the 16th of August, 1842, shall not prevent 
her children from receiving the same annuity or pension 
which she might have received by virtue of the-said act ard 
vorotutioñ from the 4th of March, 1836, t0;thë day of her 
eath. ante 
Also, the petition of Albert Conro and '150 other citizens 
of the State of New York, praying for-a repeat.of thedlaw 
extending the term`of the patent for Woodworth’s: planing: 


(0) 


By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of William I 
and Ruth Smith, clerks of. the monthly ‘nieetin: 


linois, against the admission of any. more slave States, and’ 
for the prohibition of slavery in all the territories of ‘the, 
United States. neh Dk 
By Mr. DOTY: A petition of Thomas MeVermot and 
others, that no State be admitted unless its constitution pro- 
hibits slavery. a Ric 
Also, a petition from Ira Jones and others, for the vépeal 
of Jaws in favor of slavery in the District of Columbia,” 
for the removal.of the seat of Government elsewhere: 
Also, a petition from Joole Smith and others, for trial by 
jury of the claims of persons demanding others as slaves. 
Also, a petition to prohibit slavery and the slave trade in 
the territories. ie 
By Mr. EWING: The petition of Joseph H. Rice, of 
Tennessee, praying fora land warrant for tree thousand 
eight hundred aud forty acres of Jand atiwelve and abalt 
cents per acre which he was prevented from locating. <~ 
By Mr. ALBERTSON: The petition of Jae] Mattb 
7l other citizens of Vanderburg county, Indiana, pra 
Congress to establish a mail-route. from: Washington, it 
Davis county, by the way of Petersburg, in, Pike courity;, . 
thence on the. new State road through the counties of Gib- 
son and Vanderburg to Evansville. ' n 
By Mr. BINGHAM: The petition of Charles Lóckeand 
38 others, citizens of the township of Perry, Shawasseé 


| county, Michigan, praying that a trial by jury may be al- 


lowed to persons claimed as fugitive slaves. 
Also, a petition from the same persons, praying that all 
laws may be repealed which sanction slavery or the slave 
trade in the District of Columbia. Pri ace 
Also; a petition from the same persons, praping thüt sla: 
very and the slave wade may be expréssly prohibit H 
the territories of the United Statess t onte 
Also, ‘the petition of the’.samie persons, prayi 
State. may hereafter be. admitied into’ the Uni 
slavery is expressly probibited'in its constittation. ; 
Ry Me. GILMORE : The petition of Clarion coùnty; Penni 
sylvauia, for a mait: route from Limestone, Clarion county; 
Pennsylvania, tothe borough of Clarion, Pennsylvania 
Also, the petition of citizens of Clearfield countysPei 
sylvania, for a post-route from Smith’s Mills, Cte 


By Mr. FITCH : Four several petitions of citizens of ‘Ca: 
Miami, Wabash, Kosciusko, Whitley, and Ni 


> 
ble countiens..... 
ss-connty; 


to Albion, Noble county, HERG L 

By Mr. SAWTELLE: The remonstrance òf E. S. Page 
en, of the State of 
-act of Congress, of 


for a planing, tonguing, 


Maine, against the further extensi 
the t Wondworth Patent,” so called 
and grooving machine, 

By. Mr. GOULD: The petition of merchants, farmers, Më- 
chanics, physicians, and lawyers, inhabitants of Oneonta, 
Otsego county, New York, for cheap postage--two cents 
for all prepaid letters of half au ounce. : 

By Mr. MATTESON: ‘lhe petition of Sullivan Brigham 
and 60 other citizens of Vienna, Oneida county, New Yark, 
in favor of reducing the rate of postage to two cents on pre: 
paid letters. , a 

Also, the petition of Samuel Goodwin and 105-other, 
ns of Sangersfield, same county, for same: purpose." 
Also, the petition of Stephen Vanchisarand 80 others, cit- 
izens of same county and State, in favor of repealing: the ex- 
tension of Woodworth’s patent for œ planing machine, 

By Mr. KING of Massachusetts: Thè remonstrance of 
Samuel Curtis and 41 otbers, citizens of Lynn, Massachu 
setts, against the renewal of Wood worth’s patent fora plari- 
ing machine. — : 

Also, the petiti lov 

as: husetts, for a pension. ` 
ME the petition or JW. Proctér and 25 other citizens 
of Danvers, fora Bureau of Agriculture. 

Also, the petition of B. I. Gerrish and 600 
Chelsea and North-Chelsea, for the same. 

Also, the petition of Nathaniel Scott and 101 citizens of 
Ipswich, against the admission of more slave States into the 

iion, S k 
a Alan, the petition of Daniel W. Perkins and 104 other 
citizens of Georgetown, Massachusetts, tor the same object. 
-= Also, the petition of P. II. Sweetser and 104 other citizen 
of South-Reading, for the same object. f 

Also, the several petitions of Robert Boyes and 120 other 


> 


tion of widow. Abigail Appleton, of Ipswich, 


ther citizens of 
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the petition of D. B. Smith and a 
itizens of Ipswich; and the petition of James m: 

Moore and 121 other Ciizens of Georgetown, for the repeal 

of alllaws sustaining slavery in the District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of Robert Kimball and 100 other citizens 

Ipswich. os 
ot ako, is petigion of LoS. Crombie and 160 other citizens 
of. Georgetown; Massachusetts, praying for a jury trial for 

rsong arrested as fugitive slaves. “a 
Pe Also, the: petition of Robert Boyes and 120 other citizens 
of Georgetown, Massachusetts, for the prohibition of slavery 
in the territories ; and the petition of Josiah Kimball and $8. 
others, citizens, of Ipswich, Massachusetts, for the same 
object. 

"A186, the petition of Elizabeth T. Woodbury and 4l other 
ladies of North:Beverly, Massachusetts, for two cents post- 
age on prepaid letters. E 

By Mr. HALLOWAY: Certain evidence tonching the 


citizens of Georgetown; 


Also, the petition of citizens and electors of Lamville, Bu- 
reau county, Lilinois, praying that no more stave States may 
be admitted unless slavery be prohibited. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Lamvitle, Bureau county, 
Ilinois, praying that slavery be abolished in the District of 
Columbia, or the capital removed. . 

Also, the petition of citizens of Lamville, Bureau county, 
Rlinois, praying for the prohibition of slavery and the slave 
trade in the territories of the United States. 

By Mr. DOTY: The petition of Lyman K. Walker and 
others, that fugitives from-labor shall have the right of trial 
by jury. 

ESA the petition of H. C. Eggleston and others, that sla- 
very and the slave trade be prohibited in the territories. 
Also, the petition of Andrew Sherwood and others, that no 
State be admitted whose constitution does not prohibit 
slavery. i 

Also, the petition of C. P. Dunning and others, for the re- 
peal of laws authorizing slavery or the slave trade in the 


petition of Charles G, Layton, asking compensation for a 
vessel of his impressed during the war of 1812 and captured 
by the enemy. 

By Mr. MEACHAM: Petitions from C. A. S. Sprague 
aid 55 ¢itizens of Williston, and Levi Washburn and 60 
citizens of Granville, Vermont; against the admission of auy. 
jore.slave States; to secure the right of trial by jury to al- 
leged fugitives ; for protection of freedom in the territories ; 
to repeal all laws supporting slavery in the District of Co- 
lumbia,. 

By Mr. MANN, of Pennsylvania: The petition of Kimber 
A. Moore, D. A. T. Black, and 52 others, citizens of Bedford 
and Huntingdon counties, Pennsylvania, praying for the 
establishment of a post route from Orbison, in Huntingdon 
county, via Scousville, New Grenada, and Speersville, to 
Ray’s Hill, Bedford county, a distance of twenty-eight miles. 

By Mr. HENRY: The petition of D. Thornton and 40 
other citizens of Lempster, New Hampshire, for a_post- 
route from Bellows Fals, Vermont, via Drewsville, Paper- 
Mill Village, South Tamworth, Lempster, and East Unity, 
to Newport, New Hampshire. Also, the petition of Tappan 
Sanborn and 28 others of East Unity, New Hainpshire, for 
the same, Also, the petition of Seth Richards and 50 others 
of Newport, New Hampshire, for the same. Also, the peti- 
tion of Joe! Auger and 110 others of Acworth, New Hamp- 
shire, for the same. Also, the petition of John Osgood and 
50 others of the same place, for the same. Also, the petition 
of Barnabas Peters and 60 others of Alstead, New Hamp- 
shire, for the same. Also, the petition of John Baxter and 
20 others of Bellows Falls, Vermont, for the same. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of citizens of 
Lamville, Minois, for right of trial by jury to fugitive slaves 
when arrested. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Bloomingdale, Hlinois, 
raying that fugitive slaves may be allowed the right of trial 

ury. i 

"ee, the petition of citizens of Bloomingdale, Du Page 
county, praying that slavery and the slave trade may be pro- 
hibited in the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Seneca, McHenry county, 
Ilinois, praying that slavery may be abolished in the District 
of Columbia, or the capital removed to a free State. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Bloomingdale, Du Page 
county, Minois, praying that slavery may be abolished in 
the District of Columbia, ur that the capital be removed to 

g free. State. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Bloomingdale, Du Page 
county, IHNinois, praying that no State sanctioning slavery be 
admitted into the Union. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Seneca, Me Henry county, 
dinois, praying that no more slave States be admitted into 
the Unton. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Seneca, McHenry county, 
Mlinois, praying that slavery and the slave trade be prohib- 
ited in all the territory of the United States. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Seneca, McHenry county, 
Ilinoigy praying that fagitive slaves be allowcd the right of 
trial by jury. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Lockport, Will county, 
Ininois, praying that slavery be abolished in the District of 
Columbia, or the capital be removed to a free Ste. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Lockport, Will county, 
Illinois, praying that fugitive slaves may have the right of 
trial by jury. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Lockport, Will county, 
Illinois, praying that slavery and the slave trade be prohib- 
ited in the territories.of the United States. 

Also, the petition’of citizens of Lockport, Will county, 
Ilinois, praying that no State be hereafter admitted, unless 
slavery is positively prohibited. 

Also, the petition of Congregationalists, Fox River Union, 
Diuois, for cheap postage. 

Also, the petition of Congregationalists, Fox River Union, 
Minois, against the admission of any more slave States 
into the Union. 

Also, the petition of Congregationalists, Fox River Union, 
Iinoi-, to allow fugitive slaves the right of trial by jury. 

Also, the petition of Congregationalists, Fox River Union, 
Minois, tor the establishment and protection of freedom in 
the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of Congregationalists, Fox River Union, 
Illinois, for the repeal of all laws enacted or adopted by 
Congress for the support of slavery in the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Vernon, De Kalb county, 
WMinois, praying that slavery and the slave trade may be pro- 
hibited in all the territories in the United States, 

Also, the petition of citizens of Vernon, De Kalb county, 
Mlivois, praying that slavery and the slave trade be prohib- 
ited in the District of Columbia, or the capital be removed 
to a free State. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Vernon, De Kalb county, 
Illinois, praying that no more slave States be admitted into 
the Union. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Vernon, De Kalb county, 
Ilinois, praying that no more fugitive slaves shall be cap- 
tured without trial by jury. 

Also, the remonstrance of citizens of Chicago, against a re- 
newal of the Woodworth patent. 


Als), the petition of citizens of Cook county, Illinois, for 
two cents postage. 


District of Columbia. 

By Mr. BURROWS: The petition of the members of the 
bar of the county of Niagara, New York, asking Congress to 
establish a new judicial district and district court in the 
western part of the State of New York. 

By Mr. ROSE: Thepetition of Robert Dixson and 75 other 
citizens of Livonia, Livingston county, New York, praying 
that fugitive slaves may have trial by jury. 

Also, the ‘petition of Augustus Gibbs, R. Blake and 70 
other citizens of Livonia, Livingston county, New York, 
praying that no State may be hereafter admitted into the 
Union unless slavery is prohibited in its constitution. 

By Mr. BUEL: The petition of J. F. Adolphus and others, 
for a reduction of letter postage. 

Also, the petition of Henry G. Stone and others, praying 
Congress to repeal the act of Congress extending the Wood- 
worth patent. 

Also, the remonstrance of William Peaslee and others, 
against a further extension of the Woodworth patent. 

‘Also, the petition of J. W. Hodgkin and others, for a law 
granting to fugitives from labor the right of trial by jury. 

Also, the petition of William Cochran and others, for the 
same. 

Also, the petition of Oliver Streeter and others, for the 
same. 

Also, the petition of James Shearer and others, for a law 
` prohibiting slavery and the slave trade in the territories. 

Also, the petition of William Cochran and others, for the 
same. 

Also, the petition of Oliver C. Streeter and others, for the 
same. 

Also, the petition of James Shearer and others, for the 
repeal of all laws sanctioning slavery and the slave trade in 
the District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of William Cochran and others, for the 
same, 

Also, the petition of Oliver C. Streeter and others, for the 
same, 

Also, the petition of James Shearer and others, for the 
admission of no more slave States. 

Also, the petition of William Cochran and others for the 
same. 

Also, the petition of Oliver C. Streeter and others, for the 
same. 

By Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi: The petition of Henry 
Janney and 369 other citizens of Washington, praying for 
an increase of water in the citics of Washington and George- 
town. 

By Mr. CABLE, of Ohio: A petition from George Wil- 
Jiams, and 46 other citizens of Carroll county, Ohio, “for 
| the prohibition of slavery in all the territories of the United 

States, and for colonizing such as shall be emancipated.” 
By Mr. FITCH: The petition of certain citizens of Wa- 
| bash, Kosciusko, Grant, and Huntington counties, Indiana 
soldiers in the war of 1512, or uuder General Wayne during 
his Indian campaign, asking the same compensation in kind 
and mode, as js now paid to soldiers of the Revolution. Also, 
four several petitions of citizens of Wabash county, aski 
the prohibition of slavery in the United Stwes territories ; 
the right of trial by jury for fugitive slaves ; the repeal of all 
laws of Congress sanctioning slavery or the slave trade in the 
District of Columbia, or the removal of the seat of Govern- 
ment; the refusal of admission into the Union of any State 
the constitution of which does not prohibit slavery, 

By Mr. THURMAN: ‘The joint resojutions of the Legis- 
lature of the State of New York, praying that Congress 
reduce the price of postage on prepaid letters. 


a 


IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, April 23, 1850. 
Mr. Dawson resumed his seat in the Senate to- 
day; Mr. Coorer also was enabled to resume his 


seat after a weck’s absence, occasioned by indis- 
position. 


CORRECTION. 


||- Mr. SEWARD. I rise for the purpose of cor- 
recting an error. I was misapprehended in the 
report of my remarks in presenting some petitions 
yesterday in a manner which might cause me to 
be misunderstood, and I will therefore ask leave 
to detain the Senate for a single moment for the 
| purpose of making an explanation. | was under- 
_ stood by the reporter for the Union to have re- 
| marked, in presenting a number of anti-slavery 
| petitions, that I supposed the number commiiited to 
; my care for that purpose on that day was reduced, 
| arising out of the circumstance that persons who 
| take a deep interest in that subject had thought it 
| desirable not_tosend such petitions to me, and 
| that in this I concurred with them. f have no 
| doubt that this mistake arose because I spoke so 


| 


| low as not to be audibly heard by the reporter of 

the Union. What I really said was, that the 
| number committed to me was reduced owing to 
| the circumstance, as 1 supposed, that those who 
took an interest in this subject had thought it desi- 
rable and proper to enlist the sympathy and sup- 
port, of the distinguished Senator from Kentucy, 
in which I concurred with them. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate acommunication from the Department of the 
Interior, made in complianee with a resolution of 
the Senate of the Tth instant, calling for a copy 
of the report made by William Carey Jones, as 
special agent appointed to examine the subject of 
land titles in California, stating that the documents 
which accompanied said report, being in the Span- 
ish language and voluminous, it was deemed un- 
necessary to delay sending the report itself until 
they could be translated and copied; which, how- 
ever, would be done as soon as possible. 


On motion by Mr. FELCH, 
Ordered, That the doeument tie on the table. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. WEBSTER presented a petition from eiti- 
zens of Fall River, Massachusetts, asking that the 
right of trial by jury may be secured by law to 
fugitive slaves arrested in any other State than 
thatin which service is claimed; which was ore 
dered to lie on the table. 


Mr. STURGEON presented a resolution of the 
Legislature of Pennsylvania, instructing the Sena- 
tors and requesting the Representatives of that 
State in Congress to use their exertions to procure 
the establishment of a national board of agricul- 
ture; which was ordered to lie on the table and be 
printed. 

Also, documents relating to the claim of Samuel 
Wilson, a revolutionary soldier, to a pension; 
which were referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, three petitions from citizens of Pennsyl- 
vania, remonstrating against the further extension 
of Woodworth’s patent for a planing machine. 

This subject, said the honorable Senator, is agi- 
tating the public mind a good deal in the manu- 
facturing districts of Pennsylvania. The remon- 
strance enters into considerable argument on the 
subject. Itis lengthy, and I will not therefore ask 
that it be read to the Senate, but E will present it, 
and ask that it be referred to the Committee on 
| Patents, to whose particular attention I recom- 
mend the argument of the petitioners. 

The petitions were referred to the Committee on 
! Patents and the Patent Office. 

Mr. CHASE presented a memorial of citizens 
of Chicago, Illinois, asking that the public lands 
may be granted in limited quantities to actual 
i settlers not possessed of other lands; which was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 
| Also, three petitions, numerously signed by citi- 
i zens of fifteen States; and by persons in California, 
in favor of a reduction of the rates of postage, the 
memorialists setting forth, in a clear and eondensed 
form, all the arguments bearing on the subject; 
which were referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. YULEE presented the memorial of Susan 
| Murphy, widow of Thomas Murphy, asking that 
she may be allowed to institute legal proceedings 
for the purpose of proving the validity of her title 
to certain lands in the State of Florida; which 
i was referred to the Committee on Private Land 
| Claims. 

Mr. DAYTON presented the memorial of Lydia 
Gibbs, asking that the bill granting indemnity for 
French spoliations may be passed; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 
| Mr. CASS presented a memorial of the faculty, 
trustees, and stockholders of the Michigan Cen- 
| tral College, asking that copies of the journals and 
: other public documents printed by order of Con- 
` gress may be furnished for the use of that institu- 
| tion; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Library. 
| Also, a memorial of officers and soldiers of the 
i last war with Great Britain, and other citizens vf 
| Lawrence county, Pennsylvania, asking that boun- 
ty lands may be granted to all officers and soldiers 
who served during that war; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. SHIELDS presented the petition of Silas 
Chatfield, a pensioner of the United States, asking 
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to be allowed back pension; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. RUSK presented resolutions of the Legis- 
lature of Texas relative to the rights of property 
of the several States in the territories of the United 
States, the jurisdiction of the Federal Government 
over the subject of slavery in the territories, and 
the power of Congress, under the Constitution, to 
admit new States into the Union, or to abolish 
slavery in the District of Columbia, and declaring 
that the people of that State will make common 
cause with the southern States in resisting all en- 
croachments on their constitutional rights; which 
were ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


On motion by Mr. WHITCOMB, 

Ordered, That the heirs of Nathaniel Ashby have Icave to 
withdraw their petition and papers. 

Mr. BUTLER. Task leave to withdraw the 
papers of George Harvey, agent of the British 
ship James Mitchell, from the files of the Senate. 
It is perhaps necessary that I should state that I 
have been requested to make the motion by a 
member of the other House. 

The motion was put from the Chair and 
nounced to have been carried. 

Mr. YULEE. Irise to make objection to the 
motion. The papers in this case have been before 
the Committee on Naval Affairs; they have also 
been before the Committee of Claims. An 
adverse report was made by the Committee of 
Claims; and during the same, or at the next ses- 
sion, immediately after that adverse report, the 
same case, under a new name, was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs; and it was only ac- 
cidentally discovered that it was the same case 


pro- 


under a different name which had been already |! 


reported upon by the Committee of Claims. Unless, 
therefore, we shall be informed of the purpose for 
which it is proposed to withdraw the papers, I shall 
oppose the motion. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair begs 
leave to state that the motion has passed. 

Mr. YULEE. If the motion has passed it is 
useless to object to it now. 

Mr. BUTLER. I would not do anything’to 
violate the rules of the Senate, and I know nothing 
whatever of these papers or of the claim they repre- 
sent. J make the application at the request of a 
gentleman of the other FIouse, who said that the 
claim had merit, and who informed me, I think, 
that he had other papers besides those which had 
been already referred. Candor, however, requires 
me to say that I can give no information to the 

- Senate concerning the claim, one way or the other. 

Mr. KING. [ trust the motion will be considered 
as not passed, inasmuch as the gentleman from 
Florida rose to make objection at the moment the 
Chair was taking the question. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion had 
been adopted before the Senator from Florida ad- 
dressed the Chair. ? 

Mr. KING. Then I move its reconsideration, 
and I hope that, by unanimous consent, it will be 
considered as not acted on. 

The motion to reconsider the vote was then taken 
and agreed to. 

Mr. YULEE. Onconsidering the matter, I am 
under the impression that this claim has been be- 
fore the Committee on Naval Affairs during the 
present session, and that,he committee reported 
the papers back to the Senate, with a recommend- 
ation that they should be referred to the Com- 
mittce of Claims. They are, therefore, now in the 
hands of the Committee of Claims, and it would be 
better that this motion should be withdrawn until 
the committee determine whether this is a proper 
claim or not. 

Mr. KING. I would suggest to my friend from 
South Carolina to postpone action on his motion 
for a time, as we all know very well that it is wrong 
to withdraw papers without some practical reason 
being assigned satisfactory to the Senate. We 
know that heretofore papers have been presented 
here, the memorials acted on adversely, and ulti- 
mately withdrawn; and that, after the lapse of 
years, they have been presented in a new form and 
passed. I hope that the honorable Senator will 
suffer his motion to lie over until it cambe ascer- 
tained what is the precise position of these papers, 
until he can procure some information as to the 


object in view in withdrawing them, and renew it, || 


if desirable, when that information is obtained. If 


! what care I could bestow‘on it. 


‘and the ship James Mitchell, I suppose, sailed 


| ported in favor of l 
| agreed to. | 
| 


the papers are in the hands of the committee, he 
cannot well withdraw them; and if they are not, it | 
would be as well to have some information as to 
the reason of the withdrawal. 

Mr. BRADBURY. It is, perhaps, incumbent 


| upon me to say a word upon this application. 
| Some two years ago, this petition. was committed 


to the Committee of Claims. I undertook the in- 
vestigation of the case, and investigated it with 
The committee 
were unanimously of opinion that the prayer of the 
petition ought not to be granted, and a report in 
detail was made upon the case, which was unani- 
mously accepted by the Senate. Subsequently, 
being absent from the Senate at the time, I noticed 
in the newspapers that the same claim had been 
presented to the House under another name. The 
first petition was of the heirs of George Harvey, 
and upon that petition an adverse report was made. 
The second application was for the relief of the 
owners of the ship James Mitchell. A favorable 
report was obtained; the claim passed the House 
and came to the Senate. It was then rejected, if 
I recollect right, in the Senate; and at this session, 
J understand, the Committee on Naval Affairs have 
had the subject again presented to them, and they 
have either made an adverse report, or recom- 
mended that the Committee of Claims should en- 
ter into the examination, I am not sure which. 
Now, sir, the Committee of Claims, at a former 
session, bestowed some attention to the subject 
and were unanimously of opinion that the appli- 
cation ought not to be granted. I do not wish to 
prejudice the petitioners in the least, but such was 
the conclusion at which the committee arrived. I 
could go into the details of the case, but I believe 
it is not necessary I should do so at this time. 

Mr. BUTLER. I cannot undertake to make | 
any statement regarding this claim. George Har- | 
vey, I understood, was a citizen of Charleston, | 


from that place. A member in the other House 
stated that the matter was before a committee of 


| the House, and made the request that I would 


have the papers withdrawn from the files of the 
Senate, without any explanation of what had been 
previously done in the case; but from what the 
Senator from Florida (the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs) has said, I am inclined 


; to doubt the propriety of the motion, and as I 


have no wish to violate the rules of the Senate, 


, even in favor of a constituent of my own, I leave 
i the matter at the disposal of the Senate. 


Mr. YULEE. ‘The clerk has furnished me 


| with a memorandum of the position of this mat- 


ter. I was under the impression that the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs had had this case before 
them during the present session, and had recom- 
mended to the Senate that it should be referred to 
the Committee on Claims. I find that there has 
been an adverse report made by the Committee on 
Naval Affairs during this session, and concurred 
in by the Senate. I do not, therefore, know. of 
any reason why the permission to withdraw the 
papers should not be granted; but [ have heard no 


reason why we should do it. 


The motion to grant leave to withdraw the 
papers from the files was then put and lost. i 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred the memorial of J. 
H. Pulte, proposing a plan for extending the mag- 
netic telegraph around the globe, made a report, 
which was concurred in. 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the bill to grant to 
the city of Burlington, in Iowa, the land heretofore 
reserved between that city and the Mississippi 
river, reported back the same with amendments, 
which were ordered to be printed; and asked to 


be discharged from the further consideration of the | 
| memorial relating to the same subject; which was 


agreed to. 


Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- | 
ing, to which was referred the motion to print the |! lie over. 
memorial of James N. Kennett and other citizens | 
of Kentucky, asking indemnity for slaves enticed i 


into Ohio, which they were unable to recover, re- 
printing the same; which was | 


MILITARY RESERVE IN MINNESOTA. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. The Committee on Territo- 
ries, to which was referred the bill «to reduce and 


A 


define the boundaries’ of the militar 
the -St.Peter’s river; mthe Ter 


I ask that the question be:taken-on‘it- now. 
a very simple matter. : oy 
A word of explanation is: perhap 
show the propriety of the: passage o 
Some forty odd years ago,a purchase was: made 
from the Indians of eighteen miles:by nine:miles, 
at the St. Peter’s. river, for. military” purposes: 
Since then the Territory of Minnesota has been 
thrown open to settlers. The mħitary operations 
have been moved principally into the Interior, but 
the post at the St. Peter’s river is still kept up. 
The territorial Legislature of Minnesota, at its last 
session, passed a memorial, unanimously, asking 
that it be curtailed to one mile square, and that 
provisions of law similar to those in this bill be 
passed to secure the rights of the actual settlers on 
that reservation. In pursuance of that. memorial 
the War Department:issued orders for, the reduc- 
tion of the reservation, and for .the..sale.-of their 
lands to the highest bidder, on.condition that,:the 
actual settlers should be entitled: to _payment for 
their improvements from the purchasers. ii yi 
It was at the suggestion of the delegate from the 
Territory of Minnesota that I introduced this bill, 
and had it referred to the Committee on: Territo- 
ries. The committee have carefully examined: it, 
and we propose to provide for the actual. settlers, 
by subjecting to preémption right so much as their 
improvements actually cover, and no more... Lpre- 
sume that with this explanation there will be.no 
objection to the bill being put upon its passage. 
The bill was then read a second time by its 
title, and considered as in Committee of. the 
Whole. 
The first question was,on the amendment re- 
ported by the Committee. ae 
Mr. KING. It appears to me that, until the 
survey is made, great difficulty would arise‘in‘set- 
tling the conflicting claims of persons living imme- 
| diately together. ‘The purpose of the amendment, 
if ] understand it rightly, is to give the squatters, 
whose lands have never been surveyed, their: im- 
| provements, and nothing else, provided those im- 
|| provements should not extend over more than one 
i hundred and sixty acres; itrequires that they shall 
i, have allotments by legal subdivision. Now,sir, | 
i| do not see how this can be done, when no survey 
Ge been made. ERENCE Dn Ea 
Mr. DOUGLAS. 


that where there are more thah one settler upon 
the same quarter section, in that casé they ‘shall 
be limited according to their respective improve- 
ments, and have only what they have cultivated. 
The bill-has been drawn up by those who have 
direct personal knowledge of the matter, and it has 
the unanimous recommendation of the Legisla- 
ture of the territory as well as of the committee. 

The amendments repo by the committee 
were then adopted; and, being no further 
| proposition to amend, the bill was reported back 
to the Senate, the amendments adopted were con- 
| curred in, and the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

Mr. FELCH. Ihope the Senator from Illinois 
will not press the passage of this bill to-day; it is: ~ 
of such a character, and involves principles’ and 
details of such importance, that it is impossible to 
be fully acquainted with them without.an exami- 
| nation of the bill, whith has not been printed. I 
have received some communications on the sub- 
ject, the purport of which is not now distinctly in 
|. my mind, and I would prefer that the matter should 
| lie over until Lean look at them. 

! Mr. DOUGLAS. Oh! certainly; let the matter 


THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


Mr: WEBSTER. I will take this occasion, 
sir, with the permission of the Senate, to advert to 
a resolution which I presented to the Senate some 
two or three months. ago, on the subject of the 
public lands. Some time after, the resolution was 
i called up and made the order of. the day for last 
|:Monday week; it was crowded out, however, by 
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E. Apul aa, 


on the part of the Senate. The bill proposes to 
enact the law itself, and I should be very much 
pleased indeed if the committee would report it 
back-in some way or other, so that it may be 
under consideration when the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetis addresses the Senate upon the subject 
of his resolution, that he may have the details of 
the billand the plan it proposes before him, and 
may give us the benefit of his counsel.as to the 
propriety of this provision, and especially what 
amendments-may be necessary. | repeat, that I 
do not-see any propriety in keeping back the bill 
until:the Senate. shall have expressed an opinion 
on the resolution of the Senator from Massachu- 
setts. 
The subject was then dropped. 
: GOLD COINAGE. 

.Mr. WEBSTER. I present a resolution to the 
Senate, which I propose to call up to-morrow, and 
to make some observations on the subject to which 
i| it refers: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance he instructed 
to inquire what measures it may be most expedient to adopt 


' to facilitate and increase the gold cuinage of the United 
States. 

The resolution lies over under the rule. 

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS PRO TEM. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I wish to offer the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That Isaac Holland perform the duties of Ser- 
li geant-at-Arms of the Senate during the temporary absence 


of Robert Beale, and that he be authorized to employ such 
assistant as he deems proper. 


Mr. BADGER. I hope the resolution will lie 
over. 

Mr. WALKER. If the Senator will withdraw 
his. objection, I have an amendment which I de- 
sire to offer. 

Mr. BADGER. Better do it to-morrow. You 
can send it to the Chair now, however. 

Mr. WALKER. The amendment is to strike 
out all after the word ‘* resolved,” and substitute 
| the following: y 
i That the Senate now proceed to the election of a Ser- 
| geant-at-Arins of the Senate for the present Congress.” 
| Mr. WEBSTER. I hope the resolution will 
lie over. There isno rule to which the resolution 
conforms; and, for one, I have no idea of making 
an officer for two weeks of any one. 

Mr. BENTON, (in his seat.) Certainly not. 

Mr. WEBSTER. I hope the resolution will 
lie on the table, never to be moved again. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Does the Senator refer to my 
resolution, or to the amendment ? 

Mr. WEBSTER. Toone and all. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The resolution is 
not now in order to be considered. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I know it is not, sir, if it is 
| objected to. But E have a remark to offer, inas- 
i} much as my resolution has been declared to be 

T can show that it is in accordance 


the pendency of:the question ‘respecting the Cali- 
fornia’ billand the-tetritories. I now wish, sir, to 
say that during next ‘week it will not be conve- 
nient for-me to call it-up. . After the close of next 
week: 1 propose to. ask the Senate to take up that 
yesolation’at the earliest opportunity that may be 
offered, which shall not interfere with the progress 
of-the bill for the admission of. California. 
OMG WALKER.: In connection with the sub- 
ject; 1 wish to make an inquiry of the. Committee | 
‘on Publie Lands. It willbe remembered: that at 
ancearly:périodin the session. l introduced a bill: 
upon the subject which has just been referred to 
by.:the® Senator*from Massachusetts... That bill, 
‘sit, along time ago, was referred to the Commit- 
tee on. Public Lands. .. [know not what progress 
the. -committee-is making with it, but L am very 
anxious to know,and [ask the committee, if thére 
is ‘any prospect of their coming to.a conclusion, so 
as ito, make a report-either one way or.the other, 
and-if not, whether. they will not consent to report 
the-.bilk back without any recommendation, in 
order that it may be before the Senate, and that 
the Senator from Massachusetts may have an op- 
portunity of addressing himself to that bill, as well 
as to his own resolution, when it may be taken 
up for discussion. L have received a great many 
letters upon this subject, and in almost all of them | 
Fam interrogated as to the prospect of this meas- 
ure. Ican assure Senators—unless. indeed they 
have. received letters of a similar character—that 
they: are not aware of the feeling and interest that 
is manifested. throughout the country on this sub- 
ject. I'should be much pleased if some other Sen- 
ator. than myself, and. the distinguished. Senator 
from Massachusetts. especially, would take an in- 
terest in this bill. i 
..Mr. FELCH. | I will state, for the information |; 
of the Senator from Wisconsin, and of other Sen- 
-ators who feel an-interest in this matter, that not 
only the bill of the Senator from Wisconsin, but | 
several other matters of the same character, several 
resolutions of State Legislatures, and petitions 
from different parts of the country, in reference to 
a change in the disposal of the public lands, were | 
referred. to the Committee on Public Lands, and 
that the committee have not yet acted upon this 
class of petitions and applications. They have 
not-done so because the resolution of the Senator 
from Massachysetts proposes not merely to insti- 
tute an inquiry before the committee, but to ex- 
press an opinion of the Senate on the course to be 
pursued in disposing of this subject. There are 
also several other resolutions of the same nature, 
which have been submitted to the Senate, but 
which have not yet been acted on, or referred to 
the committee. We thought it better, therefore, 
inasmuch asa day had been fixed by the Senate | 
for taking up the resolution of the Senator from 
Massachusetts, which would be an expression of 
the sense of the Senate on the subject, to defer 
action on this class of cases until that action was 
had by the Senate, and until all the resolutions 


| improper. 
| with precedents. 

: Mr. WEBSTER. Oh, no. I did not speak 
against the propriety of the resolution. What I 


suggestion. The public printing, it seems to me, 
is the very first thing to which the Senate should 
now turn its attention. The delays to the public 
business resulting from the delays in the execution 
of the public printing, and the great amount of 
public money involved, renders it imperative on 
the Senate, it seems to mc, to settle the question 
at once. 

I therefore must express my hope that no private 
bill will be allowed to take precedence of the ques~ 
tion of the public printing. There is nothing more 
important. Five months have passed away, and 
yet none of the important public documents are 
before us. Even the eulogles on Mr. CALHOUN, 
short as they were, and which all are so anxious 
to send throughout the country, have not yet been 
presented to us, atid it is impossible to tell when 
they will be. I have received numerous letters 
inquiring. why these public documents have not 
been forwarded. Why, it was only the other day 
when, having occasion to refer to a public docu- 
ment, that I had to goto the Clerk’s table and 
examine the original. In the mean time, we have 
been legislating in the dark—actually groping 
along with our eyes shut. And what is the use of 
these volumes at all, if they are not to be fur- 
nished until after the subjects to which they refer 
have been disposed of? I think thereis nothing 
more important than that we should dispose of 
this question of public printing, and I, for one, 
will consent that no other subject shail be taken 
up until this is disposed of. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Irise to second the sug- 
gestion of my friend from Michigan, [Mr. Cass,] 
and I wish to state a fact in connection therewith. 
I stepped into the folding-room the other day and 
saw a pretty large pile of documents lying there. 
Inquiring what they were, I was told that they 
consisted of the President’s message and accom- 
panying documents. I said that 1 had received, 
as I think, only ten of these documents, and that 
I was extremely anxious to get the portion falling 
to my share, and that I wanted to know why they 
had not been supplied. I was told in reply, that 
the Committee on Printing had rejected them be- 
cause they did not come up to the contract for 
binding. I then stated that if they would send 
me even the rejected parcels, I would gladly take 
them and distribute them among my constituents, , 
who had manifested considerable anxiety. to re- 
ceive them. That, I believe, has been the condi- 
tion of things from the commencement of the 
session, We get nothing in time, and what we do 
| get, does not come up to the contract, and on that 
account is rejected by the committee. Really this 
state of things would seem to demand some ref- 
ormation, and [ hope the Senate will act on the 
subject. . 

Mr. BORLAND. Iconcur fully in the remarks 
of the Senator from Michigan, on the subject of 
the public printing. I have labored very hard, as 
chairman of that committee, and at the earliest 
possible moment, to induce the Printing Commit- 


representing the various plans and suggestions for 
the disposal of the public lands.should come be- 
fore the committee. We then design taking them 
up ina body, and. making such a report as may 
be the result of the deliberations of the committee | 
acting on the whole subject matter. If, however, i 
it is the wish of the Senate that the committee | 
should take up the subject and make a report be- 

fore the whole matter is before them, we can do 


meant to say was, that J could not see the neces- 
sity of supplying a new officer to fill the place of 
one absent only for eight or ten days. 

The resolution lies over under the rule. 

NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. BORLAND gave notice that he would to- 
morrow, or some subsequent day, ask leave to | 
introduce a bill to amend the third section of the | 


5 “O | act entitled “An act authorizing the Governor of 
80. ji eres be permitted to say that the commit- | the Territory of Arkansas to lease the salt springs 
tee have been by no means negligent of this or || in said territory and for other purposes,” appro- 
any other class of business submitted to them. f 


i 

H ved April 20, 1832. j 
The large mass of other matters referred to the |! SNe ENG R : 
committee have kept them constantly and fully l Mr UN S gave dotice Mat he would cacy) 


| 7 andi : | or some early day thereafter, ask leave to intro- | 
employed, ee ae onis one g my duce a bill granting the right of way through the 
tention to charge the committee with negligence. || publie langs of we United States to companies i 
I know that it isa committee on which a grea i Ee abana the aot of Alabama to construct ; 
amount of labor is thrown, and I know that they | aneron Ohau SiS Fan a the right of pre- 
apply themselves most industriously to the inves- |; P 2 ERRA 
tigation of that business. I take occasion, how- |: BILL oN LEAVE. ; 
ever, to say that I cannot concur in the idea that ;i Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, in pursuance of | 
a bill, drawn up for practical purposes, shouid be. Otice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a 
delayed in its consideration until a resolution, | Dill to amend an act entitled “ An act granting a 
proposing a mere inquiry or a mere abstract dec- Section of land for the improvement of Grant || 
aration of opinion on the partof the Senate, shall | OYE ar the town of Potosi, in the State of Wis- i| 
be acted on and go to that committee, What is | COnsin;?? which was read a first and second time || 
the resolution of the Senator from Massachusetts? ; bY ts title, and referred to the Committee on l 
It is a resolution that there ought to be a cession | Commerce. i 
of the public lands to the actual occupants. It | 
proposes, therefore, a mere declaration of opinion |} 


li 


| 


PUBLIC PRINTING. 
Mr. CASS. | rise, Mr. President, to make a 


| 


ii 


tee to act on this subject. We made a report to 
the Senate, which has been lying on the table for 
I know not how many weeks, but which, for want 
of an opportunity, has not been taken up by the 
Senate, I am therefore very much in hopes that 
it will be taken up now and disposed of. 1 wish 
to say, in relation to the remark of the Senator 
from Kentucky, that I have been informed of the 
oceurrence to which hê alludes, and 1 will state the 
circumstances in relation to it. 

In obedience to the joint resolution of Congress, 
the Committee on Printing contracted for the bind- 
ing of all documents which had been or might be 
ordered by Congress, which, when printed, would 
make three hundred pages and over. The contract 
was given out and a bond for its faithful perform- 
ance was taken, and astandard by which the work 
| was to be done was exhibited by me on this floor, 
| on the passage of this joint resolution. The first 


i half dozen, or perhaps eight or ten volumes. bound 


under that contract, were sent here, and, upon be- 


| ing examined by the committee, were approved of, 


and adopted, under the assurance of the contract- 
ors that ail the work should be of that quality. 
The paper, the printing, and the binding all were 
approved of, and the standard fixed. For some 
time no more copies were received. When another 
supply came to hand | had an intimation that the 
work was of inferior quality, and when | examined 
the volumes which came to my room | found they 
were below the standard agreed upon; so far below 
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that I did not think it would-be proper to receive 
tbem. On ihe next meeting of the Printing Com- 
mittee I presented the subject for consideration, 
‘and the committee agreed with me that the work 
was not properly done; that. it was not done in 
complianee with the terms of the contract, and 
-that it was of such an inferior quality that our 
duty to the Senate required that it should be re- 
jected. Consequently I addressed a letter to the 
contractor, stating that this work, both in the 
quality of the paper and the binding, was so far 
below the standard agreed upon, and which was 
presented by the printers and binders themselves, 
that we could not receive them. And we directed 
the officers of the Senate whose business it is to 
receive the documents, to reject all that did not 
come up to the standard. There the matter rests, 
and we are unable to do anything more until the 
Senate shall act upon the resolution reported by 
‘the committee. 


THE.CASE OF WILLIAM DARBY. 


Mr. DOWNS. In the early part of the session 
a private bill, in which considerable interest was 
felt, for the relief of William Darby, was made the 
special order of a day long past. AsI understand 
the rule announced by the Chair, where a special 
order has been assigned and the day passed, it has 
precedence of special orders subsequently assigned. 
If it is in order, therefore, I now move that the 
bill be taken up. Its consideration will occupy 
but a little time. 

Mr. FOOTE. I perfectly concur in what fell 
from the Senator from Michigan, in reference to 
the importance attending this business of the pub- 
lic printing, but I must say that I think the bill. 
referred to by the Senator from Louisiana [Mr. 
Downs] may well form an exception to any gen- 
eral rule that might be laid dòwn on this subject. 
Mr. Darby is well known to the members of the 
Senate by reputation, as an aged and venerable 
man—one who has been extremely uscful in_his 
day and generation. I speak of the distinguished 
author of the Gazetteer—a gentleman to whom the 
southwestern country is more indebted than to 
any other living man, in my judgment, with some 
two or three exceptions only. He is a man of 
great moral worth, of great intellect, and has 
rendered great public services, all of which can be 
made manifest when the bill shall be under con- 
sideration. He is now old and almost utterly 
penniless; his claim is an equitable one, and the 

ill proposes but to render an act of simple justice 
and plain duty towards one of the most worthy 
individuals in the world.. Under such circum- 
stances, I shall vote to make this bill an exception 
to the rule laid down by the Senator from Michi- 
gan, although 1 will not so act with reference to 
any other whatever. 

Mr. DOWNS. Its consideration will take but 
a little time, ` 

Mr. CASS. I wish to remark that, unless we 
strictly adhere to the calendar, we shall lose on 
every occasion more time in discussing these 
points than in discussing the bills themselves. 

The Senate agreed to take up the bill; and it 


was then read*and considered as in Committee of | 


the Whole. 

Mr. DOWNS. This subject was referred to a 
select committee at the last session of Congress, to 
examine and make a report thereon. This claim 
is based on the services rendered to the nation by 
Mr. Darby many years ago, in the early survey and 
examination of the boundaries of Louisiana soon 
after it was acquired, and the preparation of mate- 
rials for a map thereof, which has been very useful 
to the nation, and for which Mr. Darby has never 
been remunerated. A member near me suggests 
that it isan old claim. That is true; but the delay 
was not because it was not a just claim, but because 
the gentleman who has rendered these important 
services to thë country has not found itso necessary 
heretofore to apply to Congressas now. Mr. Darby 
has rendered important services to the country. 
He has done more perhaps to develop the geogra- 
phy and resources of the West and Southwest 
than any other man. He has added much also to 
American literature, in the preparation of his geo- 
graphical and statistical works. He has been for 
years, and is at this day, referred to as the highest 
authority, when accurate information on points 
connected with the statistics and geography of the 
Southwest is required. During this very session 


references have been made by various members to ji 
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the results of his labors and research, and it has 

been used by them gratuitously to their advantage. 

He ought long since to have been better rewarded, 

Fle now finds himself, in his extreme old age, 

very poor, occupying the third story of some 

Government building, in the discharge of the du- 

ties of some petty office, for which he receives the 

little pittance of $1,000 a year. He is now seventy- 

six years of age. Had helived in other countries, 

where genius and great services to the country 

are rewarded with pensions, he would have‘been 

highly rewarded. .We cannot give him anything 
of this kind under our Government, nor does he 
ask it. He has forborne to ask anything hereto- 
fore, but now, in his old age, and when he sees that 
we have rewarded others, and very properly, for 
services not greater than those which he has ren- 
dered to the country, he thinks it but reasonable 
and just that some compensation should be made 
tohim. The committee appointed to examine the 
subject think so also, as they have expressed in the 
report they have made. I was not on the commit- 
tee when the report was made, nor is the matter one 
in which I have any personal interest as appertain-. 
ing to a citizen of my State, for he bas not for years, 

I believe, been a resident there. This is therefore 
not a claim ofa local, but of a national charazter. 

Mr. Darby’s reputation is connected with the en- 
tire country. The committee think we might with 

justice award him not only the sum proposed, but 

a much larger one; they do not pretend to say how 

much is due, but in order to prevent any question 

they put it down at the low amount of $1,500, 

whereas really I think, if full justice was done 

him, it should not be less than $10,000. If any 

further explanation is required, I must request the 

Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Corwiy,] who was 

chairman of the committee, to make it. It is for 
peculiar reasons desirable to Mr. Darby to have a 
decision of this question now. He wishes to know 

whether he is ever to receive this small pittance, 
and to make his arrangements accordingly. I do 
hope the Senate will decide upon the matter at 
once. Among the papers in his favor are the 
statements of General Jackson, General Gaines, 
Mr. Tanner, and others, setting forth the extent 
and value of Mr. Darby’s services, to which Sen- 
ators can refer if necessary. . 

Mr. TURNEY. Jask:for the reading of the 
report of the select committee. 

The report was read by the Secretary. 

Mr. TURNEY. 
the petitioner’s memorial, if it be not too long. 

The memorial was read by the Secretary. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. I should like to under- 
stand distinctly whether the petitioner was em- 
ployed to do this work by the Government. 

Mr. DOWNS. The facts of the case are these: 
Mr. Darby was, I think, at the time, certainly soon 
after, a deputy surveyor of the-United States, but 
these services wére not performed as a part of his 
duty as surveyor. He performed his daties as 
surveyor and received a compensation therefor, 
but of his own accord he performed other duties, 
and prepared the materials fora map since used 
by the Government, for which no remuneration 
has been made him. 

Mr. FOOTE. Ido not intend to occupy the 
time of the Senate by the further discussion of this 
subject. As I have already stated, I have looked 
into this matter for myself, and I am perfectly 
satisfied that this individual has an equitable claim 
at lcast to the amount proposed to be given him 
in this bill. The committee have reported the 
bill, and the Senator from Louisiana has made an 
explanation of its provisions, and thus it is ren- 
dered wholly unnecessary that ] should say any- 
thing further. I will only add that, under the 
peculiar circumstances in favor of an individual of 
such extraordinary merit as Mr. Darby, a man so 


venerable in years, so esteemed for his moral | 


ualities, and the high public services he has ren- 
dered, it would be impossible for me to take any 
other than an active and zealous part in having this 
bill taken up, and to insure the favorable action 
of the Senate upon it. 

Mr. TURNEY. There is an insuperable defect. 
in this bill, and Mr. Darby has not the shadow of 
aclaim on the Government, either legal or equi- 
table. He was a deputy surveyor years ago, and 
availed himself of his then official position to.col- 
lect materials for a map, which he carried to Phil- 
adelphia and disposed of to individuals there, who 
prepared a map therefrom. Subsequently the Gov- 


I now ask for the reading of | 


‘Mr. Darby, having disposed of the material 
‘which: this map..was prepéred; doubtless: havine 
received a consideration for it—-whethe 


ernment availed itself of the benefit 
which I presume itpurchased:and pai 


disor 
not, however, is: not-a:matter-for the-consideration 
of this: Government—comes .to the: Government, 
and on some pretext, it may be that he made a-bad, 
bargain, claims compensation for-this:labor, (Phe 
plea is not that he has rendered any.services to fhe 
Government for: which. he-has nat beentconmpeñ- 
sated, or that the Government purchased a:map:of 
him for which he has not been: paid: He collected 
these materials and. disposed of. them. in some way, 
so that they fell into the hands of those:gentlemen 
in Philadelphia, who made a map‘from.thém, 
which the Government afterwards found it conve- 
nient to use. This does not-present the-shadow 
of a claim, legal or equitable, in favor of Mr: Dar- 
by on the Government. I-know nothing of what 
merits he may have, and therefore I'shall not at- 
tempt to detract from:them, but: hold that weare 
not to vote ‘money to individuals on account ef 
their. literary attainments or: of their. nationality 
merely.. If so, there will be a sufficient:number 
of claims ofthat ‘character. presented to empty. the 
Treasury. 1 hold that he. has no-claim; legaluor 
equitable, on the Government. Looking atthe 
facts in this case according to ‘the views 1 have 
offercd, they present not the shadow: of:a-claim, 
legal or equitable, in my judgment. - arasi 
Mr. CORWIN. 


This application was referred 
to a select committee, of which 1. happened.to.be 
chairman at the time; and the report-from: it; just 
read, was prepared by myself... Now, I agree: with 
the Senator who has just taken his seat that there 
is no legal claim presented here; but I cannot agree 
with him that there is not an equitable claim, and 
just such an equitable claim, 1 imagine, as has 
been repeatedly recognized by both branches:of 
Congress. The map mentioned, and upon which 
the memorial and claim arg based, was. made upon 
the individual researches and.labors. of:.the: me- 
morialist, ata vegy early period of time, and before, 
I believe, the cession of Louisiana was ascertained ; 
and it has since been, in every treaty which the 
Government has chosen to make respecting our 
boundary in that quarter, the basis upon which 
that treaty has proceeded., Now, does it appear to 
the Senate that any other person has done the same 
thing? Does it appear to the Senate that these 
labors of Mr. Darby have been of reat value tothe © 
Government and people of the United States, and 
that no other person’s labor has furnished-those 
materials which this Government has availed itself 
of, from time. to. time, in settling: those:questioba, 
that have been often:the subject of discussion, ‘and 
of very deep interest, concerning our -boundaries, 
arising out the treaty of the cession of Louisiana ? 
In these matters, as every one is aware, that has 
been ‘the map upon which every treaty has. been 
regulated. The materials for it. were -furnished 
at his own expense, and by labors which very few 
are willing to-encounter, lt is true, the main’ob- 
ject of them was the gratification of his own éuri- 
osity, if you please, for every one who knows 
anything of the history of this. man, knows that 
he has been all his life engaged in these.. mat- 
ters, and that he is a gentleman of uncommon.en- 
dowments. Of these qualities and labors of the 
man the Government of the United States have 


I! availed themselves in thé way to which reference 


has been made. Suppose that Mr, Darby, instead 
of ascertaining the boundaries of the territory inthat 
quarter, and furnishing this information, had gone 
with a company of men, one of those. celebrated . 


pioneer expeditions of which we have heard; and. 


driven off the Indians, elevated the American flag, 
and established the American: power on his own 
responsibility andat his own expense, ina country 
which at last should come into the possession of 
the United States: Fhen, if Mr. Darby presented 
a memorial; showing at ‘what great expense he had 
marched through the country, and established the 
flag of the United States where. it had not. before 
been known, and carried the American eagle into 
lands where it had never soared before, and killed 
several Indians, perhaps, all of which the Govern- 
ment -had availed. itself of, how many sections of 
land would you give him? How many sections 
of land have you given for such services?) How 
many propositions now lie on your table of sucha 
character? Now, the country derives benefit from 
all this, The oneis the achievement of gunpowder 
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erof science for your benefit, and not 
our benefit; but for. the benefit of all 
se facts which he has collected, |} 
and: by these labors of which you have availed |; 
yourself, you have been: benefited, and yet you 
have never paid: Mr. Darby for them. -What is 
equity; I beg to know, as contradistinguished from 
legal obligations? Here is work and labor done 
of which you. have had the benefit, and there 
(pointing to the bill) is the bill of particulars, sir, 
and why not give him compensation therefor? 

Mr. DAWSON. We will pass it. 

‘Mr. CORWIN. Very well, then. I have noth- 
ing. more to.say. x : 

Mr. DOWNS. I wish to correct a mistake into 
which the Senator from Tennessee [Mr. Turney] 
has: fallen, when-he stated that Mr. Darby had 
sold the result of his labors, and been paid for 
them.: The Senator is mistaken. He stated that 
hie did not sell them, but that they were extorted 
from him—that the publisher of the map got pos- 
session of them without remunerating him there- 
for. The affidavit of Mr. Darby fully sets forth 
these facts. By some management—I know not 
what, for the particulars are not given—the pub- 
lishers got hold of these materials, and issued their 
map, and thus prevented the sale of one which 
Mr. Darby had himself published. 

Mr. TURNEY. The Senator from Ohio [Mr. 
Corwin] says that this isa claim for work and 
labor done. Ifso, it would seem that the action 
should have been brought, not against the Govern- 
ment, but against the individual who received the 
benefit.of that work and labor—the compiler of 
the map. It was he who received the benefit of 
the work and labor, and the action, therefore, 
should not proceed against the Government, any 
more than it should against any individual who 
might subsequently have purchased a map and 
derived some benefit from its use. { think, there- 
fore, the party ought’ to be nonsuited, as having 
presented no claim. It is said by the memorialist, 
that. he did not perform this work and labor for 
the Government, and that it did not receive the 
benefit of it, but that some individual wrested it 
from him by extortion. Therefore, his right of 
action lies against that individual. If he had a 
legal claim, he would have a legal remedy against 
that individual. Why did he not resort to that 
remedy at the time when, if he had any legal 
rights, he could have enforced them? He does 
not do it; but a number of years afterward, 


‘and the oth 
merely fory 
men.. Now, by the 


he comes forward and claims redress—not of || 


the individual who did him the wrong—but of 
the Government. This I cannot assent to. As 
for his services to the country, I doubt not he was 
paid, and very highly, too, for all the surveys he 
made in his official capacity; but, if he was not, 
let him present the bill, and I will vote to pay that, | 
or any other legal and just claim which he may | 
have against the Government. 1 have now done 
with this subject, and shall content myself with | 
asking for the yeas and nayson the passage of the 

ill. 

Mr. FOOTE. The simple fact is, that Mr. 
Darby obtained the materials of geographical and 
statistical information, which have been supplied 
to the Government and the people of the United 
States, in the manner described by the Senator 
from Louisiana, and the memorial. Now, I will; 
not undertake to say that there was any act of]; 
larceny committed, but I will avail myself of the |) 
apology of my friend from Tennessee, and sup- | 
pose it to be a case of theft. I will ask him then, 
if in that case the old adage is not true, that the || 
receiver of stolen goods is as bad as the thief? [ || 
say furthermore, asa lawyer, that if A steals B’s | 
watch, and C knowingly takes possession of the’ 
watch of B, and applies it to hisown use, he is just 
as responsible for the value of the watch as if he was 
the original taker. 


I 
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ernment to refuse to compensate him for the value 
of those services, taken from him by fraudulent or 
improper means? I do think a more equitable 
claim could not well be imagined. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The Chair stated the question to be on orderin: 
` the bill toa third reading, a 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. | 
are called, and intending 


As the yeas and nays li 
to vote “ No,” I st | 


| tinctly told the Senator from Connecticut that I 


want to assign one reason for that vote, and take | 
my seat. According to the argument made by | 
my friend on the left, [Mr. Corwiy,] and the gen- | 
tleman from Mississippi, we are to pay an equita- ; 
ble consideration for information which has been | 
derived from others. Now, sir, I have received | 
so much information in my lifetime from others, 
that I am afraid that if the appeal of my friend is 
to have effect, and the principle which he appears 
to advocate is to become a rule, I should have 
been a-bankrupt years ago. l must confess that 
I cannot consent to pay money in this way, or to 
allow the nisi prius cases suggested by my friend 
to be a precedent in such a case. 

The yeas and nays were then taken, and there 
were— 

YEAS—Meesrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Cooper, Corwin 
Dawson, Dayton, Douglas, Downs, Foote, Greene. Houston 
Jones, Mangum, Miller, Morton, Pearce, Sebastian, Shields 
Sturgeon, Wales, and Walker—22. i 

NAYS—Messrs. Borland, Bradbury, Bright, Butler, Chase, | 
Dodge of Iowa, Felch, Hamlin, Hunter, King, Norris, Rusk, 
Seward, Turney, Underwood, and Whitcomb—l6. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, and was subsequently read a.third 
time and passed. 


REMOVALS FROM OFFICE. 


Mr. BRADBURY. I move that the Senate do | 
now take up the calendar and proceed to the con- 
sideration of the subjects therein in their order. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I believe that a resolution 
which I presented some time ago is first in order. 
Since that resolution was offered, I find that 
some change in the phraseology is necessary. I 
therefore move that the word ‘‘last,” after the 
word * March,” be struck out, and ‘¢ 1849”? in- 
serted in licu thereof. . 

The modification was agreed to. 

Mr. BADGER. Let the resolution be read as 
modified. 

The resolution was then read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to cause to be 
laid before the Senate all charges which have been preferred 
or filed in any of the departments agaiust individuals who 
have been removed from office since the 4th day of March, 
1849, with a specification of the cases, if any, in which the 
officers: charged have had opportunity to be heard, and a 
statement of the number of removals made under each de- 
partment, including subordinates in the custom-houses and 
other branches of the pubiic service. 

Mr. BADGER. { would ask whether there 
was not some understanding entered into with the 
Senator from Connecticut, who is now absent, in 
reference to the further discussion of this motion? 

Mr. BRADBURY. 


from North Carolina, I will inform him that 1 dis- 


should call up this resolution on some day during 
the present week. 

Mr. BADGER. Will the Senator allow me to 
ask him whether he proposes to take a vote upon 
the resolution? 

Mr. BRADBURY. I propose that a vote 
should be taken either to-day or to-morrow morn- 
ing. = 
Several Senators. To-morrow, to-morrow. 

Mr. BRADBURY. {think it is time that this 
resolution should be disposed of by the Senate, 


In answer to the Senator |} 


| reading of the Journal, that the bill which had yes- 
terday been reported by the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia, (Mr. Brown,] 
to incorporate the Grand Lodge of the Independent 
order of Odd Fellows in the District of Colum- 
bia, had been referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House, and made the order of the day for 
to-morrow. He (Mr. J.) desired to inquire of the 
Speaker, whether the motion, as decided by the 
House, was not a motion that the bill be referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union? 

The SPEAKER.. According to the recollec- 
tion of the Chair, the motion as put to the House 
was the motion as it appears on the Journal—that 
the bill be referred to the Committee of the Whole 
‘House, made the order of the day for to-morrow, 
and be printed. 

Mr. JONES. I am aware that the other bill 
reported from the same committee, to incorporate 
| the German Roman Catholic St. Joseph Benevo- 
| lent Society, was disposed of in the way stated by 
| the Speaker; but my impression is, that the first 
bill named, was referred in the manner indi- 
cated by my interrogatory. Iam satisfied that it 
was so understood at the Clerk’s table, because 
the Journal was written in that way. How it has 
been altered, 1 do not know. 

The SPEAKER. At the time the gentleman 
from Mississippi [Mr. Brown] reported the bill, 
he made a motion that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House. The motion was 
understood by the Chair as it now appears on the 
Journal, and the bill was referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole House. The motion was un- 
derstood at the Clerk’s desk to be a motion to refer 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and the Speaker inquired of the gentleman 
i from Mississippi, (Mr. Brown,] who reported the 
bill, whether the motion, as understood by the 
Chair, was correct. The gentleman from Missis- 
i sippi stated that the understanding of the Chair 
was correct, and that the motion was to refer the 
bill to the Committee of the Whole, and the Jour- 
nal was made up accordingly. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, said that the 
motion submitted by him was the motion indi- 
cated by the Chair. 

Mr. JONES. I dq not recollect particularly 
how the motion was made, but my general recol- 
i lection is, that the motion put, was to, refer the 
bill to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR. 


Mr. EVANS rose and asked the House to ex- 
i cuse him from serving on the select committee, 
appointed upon motion of the gentleman from 
Ilinois, [Mr. Ricwarpson,] to investigate certain 
charges against the Secretary of the Interior. 

Mr. E. did not ask this favor (he said) from 
any desire to escape the labor or responsibility of 
this investigation, but because his attendance upon 
the committee might, and probably would, subject 
| him to great private and personal inconvenience; 
and as it was the first indulgence he had asked of 
the House, he trusted his request would be 


and I desire that it may be acted upon. 
Mr. BADGER and several other SENATORS. | 
To-morrow, to-morrow. | 


Mr. BRADBURY then proceeded to address | 
the Senate in reply to the remarks delivered some ! 
time since by the Senator from Connecticut, [Mr. | 


SmrrH,] and in support of his resolution. In the | 
course of his speech, which occupied upwards of | 


dence to sustain his statement that removals have 
been very extensively made throughout the Union, | 
I 


in violation of the pledges with which the present | 


Administration came into power. i 


Mr. BELL and Mr. BRIGHT continued the: 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
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The Journal of yesterday was read. 
ODD FELLOWS. i 

Mr. JONES said that he rose for the purpose | 
of moving a correction. He discovered, from the | 


Ei 
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two hours, he produced much documentary evi- |: 


) granted. ` g 
The question was put to the House, and Mr. 
Evaxs was excused. 
And on motion by Mr. VINTON, the vacancy 


on the committee was ordered to be supplied. 
ODD FELLOWS. i 

| Mr. JONES rose, he said, to a privileged ques- 
ition. He moved a reconsideration of the vote by 
which the bill tọ incorporate the Grand Lodge of 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows had been 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House, 
; in order, if that motion should prevail, to move 
i that the bill be referred to the Committee of the 
: Whole on the state of the Unio&. The latter, 
: he submitted, was the approprinte reference. It 
was a general and not a private bil. It involved, 
he submitted, a general principle concerning the 
action of this Government. 

The SPEAKER stated the question. 

Mr. OLDS said: I trust, Mr. Speaker, that the 
motion of the gentleman from Tennessee may not 
prevail. 1 think 1 know enough of the proceed- 
ings of this House to know that when a bill of 
this character is referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, its funeral service 
has been performed. And the gentleman from 
Tennessee having avowed his opposition to the 
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bill on yesterday, it is fair to infer that his object 
is to defeat the measure. I do not propose to enter 
into a defence of the institution of Odd Fellowship. 
I may, however, be permitted to say, that I know 
enough of the institution. to see the object desired 
to be obtained by the petitioners for this bill, and 
the reasons which place them in a different posi- 
tion from most benevolent associations. I may be 
permitted here to state the fact, that at times the 
Order has the control of largely accumulating funds, 
which, as occasion may arise, are appropriated to 
benevolent and charitable purposes. In this case, 
if I am rightly informed, these funds have been 
invested in the erection of an Odd Fellows’ Hall; 
a part of which is occupied by the Order for their 
weekly meetings; the balance is rented for various 
purposes, and the income added to the charity fund. 
For the purpose of enabling the Order to hold 
real estate, an act of incorporation becomes desir- 
able. The object is simple; and the grant can, it 
seems to me, controvert no great political principle. 
And the gentleman from Tennessee, in opposing 
‘its passage, appears to me to be wasting his 
ammunition uselessly. I desire to see the bill 
amended; and, at the proper time, I propose to 
offer to amend it, so that the Grand Lodge of this 
District can hold property in trust for. the use of 
its subordinates. Most of the State Grand Lodges 
have a provision of this nature-in their acts of in- 
corporation, and it fully obviates the necessity of 
granting similar acts of incorporation to such sub- 
ordinate lodges. I trust that the motion to recon- 
sider may not prevail. 

Mr. ASHMUN said, that in order to save the 
unprofitable consumption of time, and a useless 
debate, he would move that the motion to recon- 
sider be laid upon the table. 

The question was taken, and decided in the 
affiemative, without a division. 

ae the motion to reconsider was laid upon the 
table. 

Mr. BAYLY, by unanimous consent, withdrew 
from the files of the House, for the purpose of 
having them presented at the Pension Office, the 
petition and papers of Charles Russell. 


THE POTOMAC BRIDGE. 


Mr. MORTON rose, he said, to what he con- 
sidered a privileged question. He desired to move 
a reconsideration of the vote by which the bill in 
relation to the compensation of the keepers of the 
southern draw of the Potomac bridge had yester- 
day been laid upon the table. As he had voted 
against*the motion, he did not know that he was 
entitled, under the rule of the House, to make 
the motion now suggested. If he was not entitled 
to do so, he would feel under obligation to any 
gentleman who would make it for him. 

The SPEAKER inquired whether the gentle- 
man had voted in the affirmative? 

Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, said, that on 
the motion to lay on the table he had voted in the 
affirmative, arid he would move, in behalf of the 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Morron,] a recon- 
sideration of the vote by which the bill had been: 
laid upon the table. ; 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be on the 
motion to reconsider. 

Mr. MORTON said that he had yesterday 
asked that the report of the committee, which ac- 
companied the bill, might be read. The request 
had been refused 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must interrupt 
the gentleman. The motion to lay on the table is 
not debatable; and a motion to reconsider a mo- 
tion to lay on the table is not debatable. The 
gentleman, therefore, can proceed only by unani- 
mous consent. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. MORTON hoped, he said, that the House 
would indulge him for a few moments, whilst he 
made a brief explanation. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. CARTTER moved that the motion to re- 
consider be laid upon the table. 

Mr. KAUFMAN desired to be informed by the 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Morron] what 
disposition he proposed to make of the bill if the 
motion to reconsider should be agreed to? 

The SPEAKER interposed, and said that no re- 
marks could be made, except by the unanimous 
consent of the House. - 

Objection was made. i | 

The SPEAKER stated the question. 


| from Ohio [Mr. Cartrrer] would be in order after 


| could yet be prepared to say on what ground the 
| resolution was reported. He (Mr. T.) was of 
| opinion that it had been reported upon ample 


| referred to the Committee on the Judiciary by the 


And the question was taken on the motion of |; 


Mr. Cartrer, and decided in the affirmative, with- 
out a division. f 
So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the; 
table. 
The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the com- 
mittees in their order for reports, commencing 
where the call was last suspended. 


PATENTEES. 

Mr. ASHMUN, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill giving further remedies 
to patentees; which was read a first and second 
time by its title, referred to the Comnnittee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and, with the 
report accompanying, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, from the 
Committee on the Judiciary, reported a bill enti- 
tled “An act to amend the judiciary act,’ passed 
September 24, 1789; which was read twice by its 
title, referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 


THE SUPREME COURT. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, from the 


same committee, reported a joint resolution to al- 
low the Supreme Court of the United States a 
clerk in Chambers, to.be employed as a translator 
of languages and copyist; which was read the first 
time by its title. 

The joint resolution having been read a first time 
by its utle— 

Mr. CARTTER rose, he said, to a question of 
order. He desired to be informed whether the 
House had not already acted upon a resolution of 
precisely the same character as this? 

Mr, THOMPSON said that he did not exactly 
know what the contents of the former resolution 
were. This, however, was not the same. 

Mr. CARTTER moved that the resolution be 
laid upon the table. 

Mr. JONES asked the yeas and nays on that 
motion, 

The SPEAKER said that the motion to lay the 
joint resolution on the table was not now in order. 
‘The resolution had been read only once, and if ob- 
jection should be made to the second reading, the 
question would then be, ‘Shall this joint resolu- 
tion be rejected??? The motion of the gentleman 


the joint resolution had been read a second time. 
he resolution was then read a second time by 

its title. 

Mr. KAUFMAN called for the reading of the 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER said the resolution would be 
read as soon as order was restored. 

The resolution having been read through— 

Mr. CARTTER moved that it be laid upon the 
table. Re 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, rose, he 
said, to a questior? of order. He submitted that 
the motion of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
CartrerR] was not in order at this time, because 
he (Mr. T.) had not yet yielded the floor. He 
held it whilst the bill was being read by its title, 
intending to make a motion for its appropriate dis- 
position. 

A brief conversation followed, the result of 
which was to leave 

Mr. T. in possession of the floor. He then re- 
marked that he supposed the most proper direction į 
which could be given to the joint resolution, for 
the purpose of bringing it under debate, would be 
to move its reference to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. No gentleman 


ground. He was not tenacious upon the subject, 
but it seemed to him that the provision contem- 
plated should be made. The resolution provided | 
for the employment of a clerk fortwo, three, proba- 
bly four months in the yearat an aggregate expense 
amounting perhaps to one thousand dollars. He 
moved the reference of the joint resolution to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, rose to make an 
inquiry. He desired to be informed whether or 
not the subject-matter of the resolution had been 


order of the House, or whether the Committee had 
itself originated this resolution? 

Mr. THOMPSON said he would state in reply 
to the inquiry of the gentleman from Georgia, 


{ 
i 


| McClernand, McKissock, 


} 


j lows: 


te~ 


‘He 


lation to certain propositions {intro i 
of the standing committees of the House, by the 
gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. JonNson ] | 
Mr. THOMPSON said he ‘might be mistaken. 
in the opinion, but he had always understood that 
the committees of the House had -the power to 
originate measures in relation to general affairs: 
The SPEAKER said the Chair was of opinion 
that the objection taken by the gentleman from 


| Georgia [Mr. Steruens] had been made too late, 


and that, toenable it to be entertained, it should 
have been made when the resolution was read the 
first time. The resolution had been read twice, 
and the question now was upon the motion of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Taompson,] 
that it be referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. : 

Mr. STEPHENS did not know, he said; that 
the resolution had been read at all. a 

The SPEAKER stated that it had been read 
twice by its title, and once entirely. ` DR 

Mr. THOMPSON said he would not eccupy. 
the time of the House, but would content himself’ 
with an expression of the hope that the resolution 
would be referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, so that it might be dis- 
cussed, or, at least, treated respectfully. 

Mr. CARTTER said that the Government had 
got along sixty years without any provision of 
this sort, and he would, therefore, renew the mo- 
tion which he had previously submitted, that the 
joint resolution be laid on the table. 

The SPEAKER put the question, and stated 
that “ the ayes appeared to have it.” | 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, called for 

a division. : : 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, asked. for the :yeas 
and nays, which were ordered. _ bape 

And the question, ‘Shall this jint resolution be 
laid upon the table?” was then taken, and decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 95, nays 69, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Averett Beale, Bingham, 
Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Joseph Cable, Campbell, Carter, 
Casey, Clarke, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Conger, Corwin, 
Dickey, Duncan, Dunham, Durkee, A. Evans, Fowler, 
Ffeedley, Gerry, Giddings, Gootenow, Gould, Hall, Han- 
ilton, Bampton, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, Hebard, Henry, 
Holliday, Howe, Hubbard, Inge, Andrew Jobuson ‘Robert 
W. Johnson, Jones, Julian, Daniel P. King, George ò. Kin, 
Preston King, Leffler, Littlefield, Matteson McDonald, Me~ 
Dowell, McLanaban, Robert M. McLane, Finis E. McLean, 
McQueen, Mc Willie, Miller, Mitison, Moore, Morton, Olds, 
Orr, Otis, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Pitman, Potter; Putnam, 
Reynolds, Richardson, Robbins, Root, Rose,. Ross; Sackett, 
Savage, Sawtelle, Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, Stanly, 
Alexander H. Stephens, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, _ 


| Jacob ‘Fhompson, Toombs, Underhill, Walden, Wallace, 


Watkins, Wentworth, Wildrick, Williams, Wilmot, Wil- 
son, and Wood—95. “pe 
NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Andrews,. Ashe, Ashmun, 
Bayly, Bennett, Bissell, Bocock, Booth; Bowden, Bowie, 
Bowlin, Briggs, Brooks, William J. Brown, Buel, Chester 
Butler, T. B. Butler, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Chandler, 
Crowell, Daniel, Deberry, Dimmick, Dixon, Doty, Duer, 
Ewing, Fitch, Fuller, Gentry, Halloway, Hammond, Haral- 
son, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Haymond, 
Hoagland, Howard, Kaufman, Kerry, John A. King, La Sére, 
McMullen, Morehead, Morse, 
Nelson, Outlaw, Phoenix, Powell, Reed, Rockwell, Rum- 
sey, Sprague, F. P. Stanton, R. H. Stanton, Taylor; James 
Thompson, John B. ‘Thompson, Wim. Thompson, Thurman, 
Van Dyke, Vinton, Wellborn, White, and Winthrop—69. 


So the resolution was laid on the table. 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD moved a reconsideration 
of the vote, and that that motion be laid upon the 
tabie. à E 
The question was taken, and decided in the af- 
firmative without a division. 

So the motion to reconsider was 
table. ` nE 


laid upon the 


FRENCH SPOLIATIONS.. 


Mr. GERRY asked the. unanimous consent of 
the House to introduce a resolution, which he sent 


to the Clerk’s table. 4 ; 
The resolution was read for information, as fol- 


% 


Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Affairs, to 
which were referred sundry petitions in relation to French 
spoliations, be instructed to report upon the same as soon 
as possible. . š 

The SPEAKER resumed the call for-reports. 

On motion by Mr. MORSE, the Committee on 
Private Land Claims was discharged from the fur- 
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_April 24, 


Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on Indian | 
Affairs, reported the following resolation; which | 
was read and adopted, viz: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of a further increase 
of the army by raising another regiment of cavalry, to carry 
out the treaty stipulations with Mexico, and lor the protee- 
tion of the western frontier. 


BOUNTY LAND. 


Mr. EWING, from the Committeeon Military | 
Affairs, reported.a resolution to give such a con- 


ther consideration of the petition of David. Weir, 
‘oP. McMing county, Tennessee, asking for.a grant 
‘of land on the ground. that his wife had had’ three 
children at-a birth; and it was referred to the Com- 

mittee on Manufactores. 

. Mr. SAWTELLE, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, made.an adverse report on 
the. petition. of Pettr Dygert’s heirs, asking pay- t 
“ment for revolutionary services which was settled 
Jn continental money, of no value; which was 
ordered to lie on.the table and be printed. 

On motion by Mr. SAWTELLE, the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Claims was discharged from 
.the further consideration of the. petition of Wil- | 


Mexican war, as will enable all those who have 


tion to the discharge, as to the proof required rel- 
ative to the manner in which the disease had been 
contracted. He mentioned the case of a paymas- 
i ter in the army, at first connected with the forces 
on the Rio Grande, and afterwards transferred to 
General Scott’s army in the Valley of Mexico, 
who, being reported unfit for duty by the surgeon, 
received leave of absence, and on his return to the 
States, died on the passage from Vera Cruz to 
! New Orleans. The Commissioner of Pensions 


ii had decided that he was not entitled to receive & 
struction..to the acts of 1847 and 1849, giving jj 
bounty lands and extra pay to the soldiers in the į! 
‘| service that it was not contracted in the line of his 


pension, because he had died from disease of the 
heart, and it was inferred from the length of his 


not been discharged for delinquency of duty to `i duty, though it appeared, at the same time, that 
receive. such bounty land and extra pay; which i! the man was hale and hearty when he left home. 
was read a first time by its title. i. There were many cases similar to this, in which 

Mr. E. said, the object of this resolution is to |' the applications for pensions had been rejected be- 
give such a construction to previous acts of Con- |i cause of deficiency of proof relative to the manner 
gress as will enable the soldiers in the late war |' in which the disease had been contracted. The 


iam Tee, of Portsmouth, Virginia, for a pension; | 
‘and it was referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. š ; 
Mr. RUMSEY, from the Committee on Private | 
Land Claims, made an adverse report on the peti- | 


| 
| 
i 


tion of Joseph Reynes, of New Orleans, Louisi- ; 
ana; which was, ordered to lie on table and be 
printed. : | 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, from the Com- ! 
mittee on Indian Affairs, made adverse: reports in | 
the following cases; which were ordered to liceon |! 
the table, viz: | 
The memorial of the citizens of the parish of |) 
Rapides, Louisiana, praying Congress to take the | 
necessary steps to have the Indians removed; and 
The memorial of the Chippewa and Creek In- 
dians, praying for the means of removal west. 


MIAMI INDIANS. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, from the same | 
committee, reported back without amendment, | 
and with a recommendation that it do pass, the 
joint resolution for the benefit of Frances Slocum 
and her children and grandchildren, of the Miami 
tribe of Indians, approved March 3d, 1845, and 
certain other individuals of the same tribe. 

The bill having been read by the title— 

Mr, JOHNSON said, that as it contained no 
appropriation, and merely authorized the payment | 
of money ata particular place, he would ask that 
the bill be put upon its passage. | 

Before the ‘question was taken, however, hei 
would send to the Clerk’s table to be read the act 
which the present bill proposed to extend. 

The act was read, and no amendment having | 
been offered, the bill was read a third time and 
passed, 

Mr. CROWELL, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, reported a bill for the relief Al-lo-lah 
and his legal representatives and their grantees; 
which was read a first and second time byits title, 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House, | 


and, with the report accompanying, ordered to be |; 
printed. — 

On motion by Mr. CROWELL, the Committee 
on Indian Affairs was discharged from the farther 
consideration of the petition of Joel Crutenden; | 
and leave was granted to the petitioner to with- |! 
draw his petition and papers for presentation to 
the Indian Bureau. Hi 


‘WINNEBAGO INDIANS. 
Mr. McLANAHAN, from the Committee on 


Indian Affairs, reported back without amendment, || 
-and with a recommendation that it do pass, the || 


; with Mexico, who were honorably discharged, to 


obtain bounty land and extra pay, although not 

discharged on account of wounds received in battle 

or sickness incurred in the Jine of their duty. 
There are many cases of ‘xtreme hardship 


| brought before us of this character, which call 


loudly for relief. Persons who volunteered in the 
service, or enlisted in the new regiments, and after 
enduring all the hardships of a campaign and dan- 
gers ofits battles, were called home by overwhelm- 
ing misfortune, and have lost most of the pecuniary. 
fruits of their service, thus accumulating one dis- 
aster upon another, This is unjust to the generous 
soldiery who left their homes for the public weal, 
and it might prove unfortunate to the interest of 
the military service on some future occasion. We 


ought never to forget in our grants to these soldiers, | 


that we are burdened with no great standing 


army during peace, and that in war we are exclu- |! 


sively dependent upon the military spirit of the 
people for the defence of our country. The 
grants of land and extra pay given at intervals of 
thirty or forty years for the dangers and fatigues 
of military duty are buta feeble tax on our Gov- 


ernment, and constitute a considerable incitement |: 


to enlistment in our armies, 


. oe . . 1 
There is one petition on this subject from three | 


old men in Kentucky, thatis fully illustrative of 
the justice of this resolution. ‘They were aii 
above the age for enlistment; but, carried away 
by their enthusiasm for their country, and anxious 


to rouse the young men of their neighborhood, | 


they nobly waived all objections on account of age, 
and, after volunteering in the service, marched 
away to Mexico, and cheerfully endured the fa- 
gues and dangers of the march. When it was 
ascertained that peace was concluded with Mexico, 
and that there was no further prospect of war, the 
hearts of these old men yearned for their firesides 
and families, and they were speedily and honor- 
ably discharged by General Butler. These old 
men, notwithstanding all their patriotism and chiv- 


| alry, have lostall legal claim on their Government, 
| and there are nodoubt many similar cases of hard- 


ship. „For these reasons, sir, 1 hope this resolu- 
tion will be adopted. 
Mr. E. asked that the joint resolution might be 


read through and put upon its passage; and the | 
resolution was read accordingly. 


Joio! resolution for the payment of $12,000 to the f 
innebago Indians, |! Mr. PRESTON KING called for the reading 
The title of the bill having been read, ij of the report accompanying the biil. 

Mr. Mch. asked that the vill might now be put} The SPEAKER said he had not been informed 
upon its third reading. || that any report had been made. 

Mr. BAYLY suggested, as a point of order to |! Mr. LITTLEFIELD inquired whether the 
the Chair, that the bill contained an appropria- | resolution was so framed as to apply to the 
tion, and must, therefore, under the rule, be re- || officers? 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state Mr. EWING replied that it was not. 
of the Union. ; i Mr, CASEY inquired if the resolution was in 

The SPEAKER said that the resolution would {|| order at this time? 
be read, in order that the Chair might decide 
whether it made an appropriation or not. 

The bill having been read through— | 
The SPEAKER said that it required commit- 
ment, unless the unanimous consent of the House lution, but in his opinion it did not go far enough. 
l ee be given to its being put upon its passage |; It did not reach the objects which ought to be at- 
at this time. | tained in giving a construction to the differ t 

Mr. McLANAHAN asked the unanimous con- i granting Sangre to soldiers. Tho 
eae House to put the bill upon its passage tion of the House No. 10, which had been re- 
at this time. e į: ported by his collea e, [Mr. Freepey,] from | 

Mr. BAYLY objected. » the Committee on eines Pence, 3 

Mr. McLANAHAN moved that the bill be | planatory of the several acts granting pensions and 
committed to the Committee of the Whole on the | bounty lands, was also necessary to be passed to 

i 
j 


having been reported from the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 
Mr. CASEY said he was in favor of this reso- 


stele o! the Union, give constructién to these laws. The acts of 
ordered accordingly. 1847-’8-’9 were all defective, not so much in rela- | 


The SPEAKER replied that it was in order, | 


L Union. 


UE 


|, existing laws required that it should be proved 
|i that the disease was contracted in the line of duty. 
|| it was a most difficult matter to obtain this proof, 
|, the surgeons, and other officers, and soldiers who 
| Served in the war having been scattered to the four 
quarters of the country. The widows and orphans 
| of deceased soldiers were unable to procure this 
|| proof, not only from want of knowledge, but from 
|; want of means to procure the testimony necessary 
|! to establish their claims to pensions. lt appeared 
lÍ to him that the resolution cught to be so framed 
| as to meet these ends, and give construction to the 
| existing acts, so as to grant pensions upon just 
|| and reasonable evidence. He therefore moved to 
i, amend the resolution by adding the joint resolu- 
| tion of the House No. 10. 
; The SPEAKER ruled the amendment out of | 
, order, under the rule prohibiting bills or resolu- . 
tions now pending before the House being offered 
as amendments to other propositions, 
| Mr. VINTON inquired if there was any report 
| accompanying the. bill > 
The SPEAKER. The Chair is informed that 
no report has been made, ‘ 
© Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, rose (he 
said} to a privileged question, Fhe morning hour 
`: having expired, he moved that the House resolve 
|; itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
| the Union on the.census bill, which had been made 
|| the special order for to-day. 
| Mr. VINTON (having the floor) inquired i 
| the gentleman could take it from him to make this 
H motion? z 
| The SPEAKER replied that he was of opinion 
i that, the census bill being the special. order of the 
‘| day, the gentleman from Pennsylvania could rise 
| to'a privileged motion and move to go into Com- 
|! mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
i! for the consideration of that bill. 
| Mr. BAYLY expressed the hope that the House: 
|! would not go into committee at this time, but that 
| 


g 
£ 


|| the call of the committees would be gone tbrough 
| with, 
| Mr. CROWELL desired to be informed by the 


| Chair, whether it was not in order to move the 
| reference of the joint resolution to the Committee. 
of the Whole on the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER said, no motion was in order 
‘at this time. 

Mr. CROWELL requested the gentleman from 
», Pennsylvania [Mr. Tuompson] to allow him (Mr. 
| C.} to make the motion. f 

The SPEAKER. Ifthe gentleman from Penn- 
! sylvania (Mr. THomrson]} should yield the floor, 
‘| the gentleman from Ohio, in front of the Chair, 
| (Mr. Vinroy] would be entitled to it. 
| Mr. THOMPSON. The gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Vinton] will then be entitled to the.floor 
when the subject eomes up to-morrow. 

The SPEAKER. In order that there may be 
no misunderstanding as to the condition in whieh 
ithe resolution willbe left, if the House should 
: now proceed to the consideration of the spe- 
; cial order of the day, the Chair will state that 
it will not come ap as the unfinished business of 
| the morning hour, but will take its place among 


| 
| 
i 
] 


| the business on the Speaker’s table. 


Mr. VINTON. To get clear of the difficulty, 
I desire to move that the joint resolution be referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
l hope the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
Mr. Tuomrson] will yield the floor to enable meto 


; : 
| make the motion. 
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Mr. THOMPSON said he would:yield the floor 
for that motion. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
IMr. Vinton] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. VINTON thereupon submitted the motion | 
to refer to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
ofthe Union. He did not desire, he said, to make 
any remarks, 

Mr. EWING moved the previous question. 

Mr. VINTON requested the Speaker to state 
what the main question would be if the previous 
question was sustained. 

The SPEAKER said, the effect would be to 
bring the House, first, to a vote on the motion to 
refer to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and, if the House rejected that mo- l 
tion, then it would be brought to a vote upon the | 
engrossment. 

Mr. VINTON said, he hopedehe engrossment 
would not he ordered. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, now 
renewed his motion that the House resolve itself 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. : 

The SPEAKER said, that the motion to refer 
the resolution had changed its position in respect 
to the order of business, and that, if the House | 
should now go into committee, the resolution 
would come up as the unfinished business of the 
morning hour. ` 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. THomrson, and was decided in the affirm- 


j 
ative., | 


so long claimed the attention of this body, -the 
dissolution of the Union. It regards the Union as 
it is, and I trust it will be for ages to come. In 
place of regarding it in fragments, weakened and | 
distracted, its object is to ascertain its strength | 
and resources, in its unity and beauty. 

I hope I will be permitted for a very few mo- | 
ments to remark on the origin of the practice it | 
perpetuates, without the imputation of an affecta- 
tion of research or learning on the subject. 

Inthe days of ancient Rome, the census was 
taken onceineach fiveyears. The peoplelwerecom- 
pelled to attend at a designated place onja particular 
day, and make return to an officer, who was styled 
“Censor,” in writing, of all their estate, lands, 
and inheritances, the quantity and quality, and 
exact location. They also made returns of their 
wives, children, domestics, tenants, and slaves, 
with their ages. The simple enumeration of the 
inhabitants with them, was secondary to the other | 
interests involved, only to be attained, however, 
through the enumeration. f 

_ The ‘book in which was entered the enumera- 
tion and profession of individuals, was termed 
“ Liber Census.” 

The word census, also denoted the worth of an 
individual’s estate, upon which was founded some 
privilege. Thus ‘Census Senatorius” meant 
the estate of a Senator, which was at first rated 
at 800,000 sesterces. The amount under Augustus 
Cæsar was raised to 1,200,000 sesterces. 

Census Equester distinguished the patrimony of a 
knight, and was rated at 400,000 sesterces. An 
individual was termed a census when worth 100,000 


f 
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So the House resolved itself into Committee | 

of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. | 
Trompson of Mississippi, in the Chair.) 

And the committee proceeded to the considera- 

tion of the special order of the day, being the bill , 


from the Senate, entitled “ An act to provide for || 


{ 


f 


the takin 
States,” < 
Mr, THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, said he ; 
presumed that, as a matter of course, the bill would ; 
first be read through. 
en CHAIRMAN directed the Clerk to read 
the bill. 
Mr. JONES moved that the reading of the bill 


g of the Seventh Census of the United 


threugh be dispensed, with, and that it be read by |. 


sections only. 

‘The CHAIRMAN said unanimous consent 
would be required for the adoption of that course. 

Mr. JONES said he could see no necessity for 
the reading of the bill. 

No objéction having been made, the bill was 
ordered to be read by sections only. 

The first section was read, as follows: [The 
brackets indicate the parts of the section which 
the Committee on the Judicary of the House pro- 
pose to strike out from the Senate bill, and the 
italics indicate the amendments which the same 
committee propose to insert:] a 


L--Or tie Duries, Liapiiries, AND COMPENSATION OF | 


MARSHALS. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the Uni 
the marshals of the several districts of the United States, 
including the District of Columbia and the Territories, are 


hereby required respectively to cause all the inhabitants to | 


be enumerated, and to collect all the otber statistical iuform- 
ation within their respective districts, in the manner p40- 
vided for in this act, and specified in the instructions which 


ited States of America in Congress assembled, That ; 


sesterces. The ‘‘census,” without any other 
title, was considered a citizen of the first class, and 
so down through other classes, of which the num- | 
ber increased with the diminution of wealth. 


ij 
} 
| 
i 


See of Rome. 

These facts, connected with the origin of the term | 
“census,” show it to have been used, although in | 
connection with the numbering of the people, yet 
as ex pressive of the idea of the wealth or estates of 
the people; and, when strictly appliéd, as indicating | 
i the wealth of the country. 


i 
i 


! 


| was that of Sweden, by officers designated as the į 
: s talle commission of Sweden,” in 1749. The great | 
| Linneus formed one of the ‘* commission’? which i 
was the “centre of the machinery’? for collecting 
the accurate and well-adjusted statistics of human 
life, for which the country has long been distin- 
guished. The returns were made by the clergy 
in obedience to an act of the Diet, once in-five 
years. Annual returns were made of births, 
deaths, and marriages; month of death; disease 
occasioning the same, and the number of the des- | 
ttute, It was not till 1835 that information was 
obtained concerning the agriculture, live stock, as 
also the number of deaf, dumb, blind, insane and 
idiotic persons. 

In Prussia, the census is taken triennially by 
the local police, and relates particularly to police 
and education, A return is made of the married 
and single, male and female; also, of all the 
members of religious denominations. These sta- 
tistics are transmitted to a statistical department 
of the Government, but are not published for the 


shall be given by the Secretary of the Interior, and in the 


tables annexed, and to return the same to the said Secretary |! 
on or before the first day of November next ensuing, omit- |; 
the enumeration of the inhabitants {ndians not || 
so, the statistics of agriculture when the annual ' 
f the farm is not equal to one hundred and fifty i! nepal x pi : : 
i i 1801, and again in 1806, but was discontinued | 


“| untile1821, since which time they have been made ʻi 


ting from 
taxed: [al 
product o 
dollars; also, 
where the m@nnual product 


the statistics of other productive industry, 
of the establistinent, exclusive 


of domestic manufactures in families, is not equal to five | 
pundred dollars;) also, at the discretion of said Secretary, | 


any part or all the statistics of the Territories except those 
of population: Provided, however, IC the time assigned for 
makingthe returns shall prove inadequate for the Territo- 


ries, the said Seeretary may extend ihe saine: Provided, | 
here be any district or territory of the United | 


further, Tf ul 


‘States in which there is no marshal of the United States, 


the President shall appoint some suitable person to dis- | 


charge the duties assigned by this act to marshals. 


Some conversation followed on a point of order | 
between Mr. Srepuens, of Georgia, and the- 


© CHAIR. i 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, then took 
the floor. He said: 


Mr. Cuateman: I may be allowed in the outset 
to remark, that this bill—a sort of interlude in the 
great contest of the day—contains nothing of the 
tragic interest that surrounds the question that has 


Í benefit of the people. It is for the use of the 
| Government alone. 
In Saxony, the inquiries extend to sexes, ages, 
married, and unmarried. ' i 
In France, the first enumerat 


jon was made in 


The name of each person is | 
itle, possession, and occupation, | 
ihe precise age, and their domestic condition. | 
The number of houses is also given. 
In Belgium, nearly the same course is adopted ; 
as in France, with this difference: in this country 
the place of birth and religious persuasion, bu 
not the occupation, isgiven. The census is decen 
nial. A bulletin is left with each family to be 
filled up, and is called for in eight days, accom 
panying which, precise instructions to insure. ac- 
curacy in filling up, are given. 
In Sardinia, nearly the same practi 
king the censits as in Belgium. x 
In Denmark the age, sex, domestic condition, 
ccupation, and number of dependents, are given. 
In Great Britain, the census contains am- enume- 


every five years. 


given, with their t 


i ce exists in 
ta 


lio 
i! 


Cen- || 
sus Ecclesia Romana, was the annual contribution |) 
paid by the sovereign princes of Europe to the |) 


| 
} 
| 


ration -of inhabitants, azes,: 
families, and-number engaged in trada 
ting the. trades—number ‘of paupers and“convic 
with their ages—number-of houses: inhabited 
number not inhabited. $ ERE 
The first enumeration took:place in England:and. 
Scotland in 1801, and jn iréland.in 1813, andin 
„every period of ten years since. In England, the 
census is taken by the overseers: of the poor; in 
Scotland, by the schoolmastera; andin Freland; by 
persons-appointed by. the :seasiona, «with power: to 
call to their aid the constables and.church-war- 


dens. : ; 

It is hardly necessary to say that our system 
commenced with the adoption ofthe Constitution, 
and the first census was taken in 1790. It‘was 
not confined to a simple enumeration of the inhab- 
itants; it gave the names of heads of families, the 
number of the different sexes, and the number of 
the age of sixteen and upwards, and the number 
under the age of sixteen, and the number of slaves 
without designation. 

The census of 1800 was somewhat more minute. 
The name of ‘the county, parish, township, town, 
or city where the families resided, was. given; 
names of heads of families, designation. of. the 
sexes; the number under ten years of age;..the 
number of sixteen and under twenty-six years; 


land the number of twenty-six and under forty-five, 
| and of forty-five and upwards. 


In 1810 ihe same kind of census was- taken. 
In 1£20 the enumeration and classification of 
ages was the same as in the preceding census, 


| To this, however, was added ** foreigners not nat- 


uralized,”’ and. “an account of the manufactures, 
except household manufactures.” 

in 1830 the enumeration classified the ages 
under periods of five years up to twenty years, 
and then in periods of ten years up to one han- 
dred; the number of deaf, dumb, and blind, with 
a classification of their ages up to twenty-five; 


The first census taken amongst modern nations |; 


also the number of foreigners not naturalized. 

In 1840 the census consisied of an enumeration, ` 
with a classification of ages, as in.1830, and an 
enumeration of the deaf, dumb, blind, insane, and 
idiotic, distinguishing those who were a public 
charge; also the census of all revolutionary pen- 
sioners were taken; also such statistics in relation 
to * mines, agriculture, commerce, manufactures, 
and schools, as will exhibit a full view of the pur- 
suity, industry, education, and resources of the 
country.” The inquiries to be put by the assistant - 
marshals under the. instructions. given for taking 
| the census under this-act, amounted: to-something 
like four hundred. This..Jed: to; numerous mis- 
takes and errors. , TER 

The present-bill:proposes-to take the census of- 
the inhabitants, with their names, ages, occupa- ` 
tions, and pursuits; the slave population, with 
their ages and owners’ namies; the deaf, dumb, 


, 


| clind, insane, pauper or convicts, of the whites; 


nd the deaf, dumb, blind, insane or idiotic, of the | 


i slave population; the products of agriculture; the 


products of industry or manufactures; local. statis- 
tics, consisting of the aggregate valve of real estate 
in each township, city, ward, county, or parish; 


so of personal estate; also the number of churches, 


i with their capacity as to size, number of mem- 


bers, value of church property, and denomination; 
number of colleges and schools, their rank or kinds 
number of professors, teachers, scholars, and value 
of property; number of libraries and of volumes; 
number of newspapers, and periodicals, and cir- 

ulation; also the statistics of mortality for the year 


i ending 1st June, 1850, with the name, age, color, 


sex, and domestic condition, place of birth, the 
month of death, profession, occupation, or trade, 
and the cause of the death of the deceased. The 
information thus proposed.to be gathered, or sta- 
tistics taken, will bein a much more consolidated 
form than any-heretoforé taken; occupying but 
one hundred and seventeen interrogatories in all, 
with six schedules; while that of 1840 propounded 
in all over four hundred interrogatories, and re- 
| quired ten schedules, some of which were of enor- 
mous size. ~. 

The bill; as proposed to be amended by the 
Judiciary Committee, alters that of the Senate in 
many particulars, the more minute of which will 
be best understood as they are read, and need not 
be alluded to now. You will recollect that the act 
of the last session of Congress established. Census 
Board, and required them to prepare and print 
necessary schedules and blanks for the taking the 


i 


| 
} 
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“census; with ‘statistical and other informéltion. 
That Board, in pursuance of that act, have: con- 
tracted for, and have actually printed, seven hun- 
dred reams of schedules. [Here Mr. T. read the 
act of 1849.] These schedules the committee of | 
the Senate entirely disregarded as to order as well | 
as té‘some of the inquiries. The committee prefer 
reinstating, or rather adopting, with slight altera- 
“tions, the blanks of the census board, prepared and 
printed in. pursuance. of the act just named. I will 
here take the opportunity of saying, that for the 
objects intended, [ think: nothing could surpass, in 
conciseness and fullness of the schedules they have 
presented: They ascertain the information direct- 
ed to be obtained by. the act named, in a condensed 
and satisfactory form, with a sufficient minutia 
for any purpose whatever. If it be the intention 
‘of Congress to take statistical information, no 
alteration could beneficially be made. 

The first schedule we report is the same as that 
of the Senate committee; this relates to the free | 
inhabitants, with a column of deaf, dumb, insane, 
idiotic, or pauper. The only remark 1 will make | 
as to this schedule is, that it is now important, as 
the basis of legislation, that this last class of per- 
sons should be ascertained. It is said and be- 
lieved, that Europe is pouring out upon our shores 
the paupers that would be, and should be, a charge 
upon themselves; that they are disposed to make 
ourcountry the receptacle of their paupers—a great 
almshouse for their benefit. Legislation has been 
solicited to prevent this, and a bill is already on 
our files for the purpose. By this schedule the | 
birth-place of every person is given, and by this 
means it will be settled from whence they came. 
This schedule proposes to take the names of every 
-person, as in France 

A Memper. This could not be done in years. 

Mr. T. _ I beg the honorable gentleman to re- 
flect that all our census schedules heretofore, re- 
quired the age and sex of the population, and I- 
would like to know what additonal time it will 
take to write the name of the person inquired for? 
If he reflects, it will not take a moment longer. 

The second schedule regards the slave popula- 

tion. In this one, the Judiciary Committee differ 
but little from the Senate committee. The age, 
seg, and color, and whether deaf, dumb, insane, or 
idiotic, and have added two columns in regard to 
“fugitives from the State,” and “the number 
manumitted.”” Should it be the pleasure of the | 
House to retain it, a further amendment, by con- 
fining the inquiry to the last year, must be made. | 
The names of the slave owners are to be given, 
and it will not only show who owns slaves in the 
South, but also may show some owners in Con- 
necticut, some, perhaps, in Massachusetts, some 
in New York, and some, but very few, in Penn- | 
sylvania, as she was the first to abolish slavery, | 
believe, in the Union. 

The third schedule, ‘* Products of Agriculture,” 
the committee reports the schedule of the census 
board. The changes of the Senate, it seemed to 
the committee, were not for the better. They had || 
“ pounds of cotton,” and this schedule has ‘bales | 
of four hundred pounds each;” they had “ pounds || 
of silk,” the schedule we adopt has “ pounds of | 
cocoons,” and the silk is found in the next sched- i 
ule amongst the “products of industry.” The | 
cocoons is an agricultural product, and the silk a 
manufacture. So pounds of “ cane sugar” is in- 
serted in place of  hogsheads of one thousand 
pounds each.” The ‘return of butter and cheese 
sold” is introduced by the Senate; we recommend | 
that it be ‘ butter and cheese produced,” if it be || 
desirable to ascertain the amount made. The 
Judiciary Committee have two columns for short 
crops. ft will be scen that this schedule is easily 
filled up—the inquiries easily made. On the same 
subject and “ manufactures,” the census bill of 
1840 propounded two hundred and fifteen inter- 
rogatories, while the present bill accomplishes the 
same in sixty-four interrogatories. 

The fourth schedule, ‘* Products of Industry,” | 
is the same with that of the Senate and census || 


| 
| 
| 
| 


t 
i 
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: however. 
will all this cost? The Secretary of the Treasury |i 


i the last census. 


much time to take them, and the expense will be 


the country in regard to religion, education, and its | 
aggregate wealth. In this no change occurs as to 
the work of the Board, but materially changes the | 
schedule of the Senate, as will be seen on com- | 
parison, and will exhibit, 1 think, the decided | 
advantage the one now recommended has over it. 
In the Senate schedule the ‘deaf, dumb, blind,” 
&c., is inserted in this schedule, although the same 
thing is in the first schedule. 

Schedule six, which I shall designate as the į 
schedule of ‘ mortality,” will show the number of 
deaths, with the residence, name, age, place of birth, 
occupation, and disease producing death. This is 
the same as the Senate and the Board. A gentle- 
man near me objects to this on account of the ex- 
pense. What will it be?—two cents for each per- 
son!—two hundred thousand would only amount 
to $4,000, and the information is important in a 
national point of view, and unusually so to the 
people of the country. Why, sir, it will contrast 
the health of the sections of country, and the effect 
of pursuits on health. It may immediately or 
remotely affect the prices of public lands, and cer- 
tainly the military and naval stations. It is‘ im- 
portant. These, sir, are some of the differences 
between the Senate Committee and that of the 
House. By adopting the report we now offer, its 
accordance with-the work of the Census Board will 
save all the blanks already printed, being, as I 
have remarked, about seven hundred reams. 

The committee have made some other important 
alterations in the bill. They have preserved the 
Senate bill whenever it suited the machinery of 
the bill they propose; and wherever we propose to 
strike out, the matter is included in brackets, and 
where we insert, it is in italics, as the printed bill 
will show. 

We have reported an amendment to the mode 
of compensating the assistant marshals. 
Senate bill proposes to pay the assistant two cents 
per person enumerated, and ten cents per mile 
for travel. This to be ascertained by multiplying 
the square root of the number of dwelling-houses, 
by the square root of the number of square miles 
in each assistant’s district. Lam not disposed to 
say that this might not ascertain pretty exactly 
the mileage, but it is very objectionable, I think. 
It would, in the first place, give mileage in cities, 
which we think not necessary, if the compen- 
sation of $2 per hundred is allowed. Again, al- 
though a very ordinary arithmetician could tell the 
square root of simple numbers, as 2=4;=4=16; 
5=25 ;=6=36, and so on to 100, yet it becomes a 
difficult calculation as the figures of the squares 
increase. It seemed to the committee unneces- 
sary; and I must say for myself, without the 
slightest disrespect to the inventor of this mode, 
that it looks a little pedantic. . 

We prefer to strike this out and allow $1 25 
per 100 in cities above 5,000 inhabitants, $1 75 
where the population exceeds 75 to the square mile; į 
when less than that number and over 50 inhabit- 
ants, $2 25; less than 50 and over 25, $2 50; less 
than 25 and more than 10, $3 50; less than ten and 
more than 5, $4 50; and under 5 to be allowed a 
fair compensation. For each agricultural estab- 
lishment to be allowed 10 cents; each manufac- ! 
turing establishment 15 cents. I must hasten on, 
The inquiry suggests itself, how much | 


estimates it to cost, exclusive of the appropriation 
of $10,000 heretofore made, the sum of $1,116,000. | 
This, sir, is a large sum, but does not equal the | 
increase of population and territory over that of | 
The whole cost of the census of | 
1840 was something over $900,000. I believe the 
estimate of the Secretary of the Treasury abun- 
dantly large for the purposes of theact. That the 
expenses are larger now than then, may be account- 
ed for from the fact that we have annexed Texas, 


| acquired Oregon, California, and New Mexico— 
; an empire in extent—being an addition of a mil- 


H 
lion of miles in extent. i 


board. 

Schedule five relates to social statistics. This 
will ascertain the aggrégate value of real and per- 
sonal estate and the amount of taxes assessed 
annually. This information will be obtained at 
the public offices of the counties and parishes. | 
Schools, churches, newspapers, and libraries, are f 
also taken; and as but few in comparison with | 
the number of inhabitants exist, it will not occupy 


ii 


i! 
H 
i 


i H 


small; and when taken will exhibit the state of | 


The |} 


| of the Treasury estimates it at $150,000. This is 
| a small additional expense when compared with 
the cost of enumeration. 


duty of the General Government to make treaties 
with foreign powers, or tariffs for the collection of 
revenue? The great. increase of one agricultural 
product alone has produced vast changes in the 
policy of the Government within the last fifty 
years, and may perhaps produce greater still—I 
refer to the increase of the growth of cotton. Is 
it not important to know exactly its extent? I 
might ask if the superabundant production of 
breadstuffs of this country has not wrought a 
great change in our commercial policy within the 
last three or four years? No one present at the 
passage of the last tariff act can deny it. The 
tobacco trade also has occupied not only the at- 
tention of the statesman, but the diplomatist, re- 
cently to a great extent. If my memory serves 
me right, the great desideratum in the Zol Verein 
treaty was the introduction of this agricultural 
product on more favorable terms. than formerly. 
If important enough to occupy the attention of 
the Government and its agents, should we not 
know its extent and amount?) How many anx- 
ious hours have not the best of our statesmen 
bestowed upon the iron interests of our country ? 
And for what prosperity it has ever had, the coun- 
try is indebted to its friends here. Sir, we should 
know its extent and condition. The information 
may teach us that we have legislated without suf- 
ficient regard to its preservation and the interests 
| of the country. I think and hope that this census 
may convince my friend, (Mr. Bayxy,) the chair- 
| man of the Ways and Means, that something is 
due to the iron interest more than it has received at 
our hands. If it shows the contrary, we will 
notask it. But let us know its extent and con- 
dition. Manufacturers: This is a word I have 
heard uttered here as indicating something to 
be avoided. Well, sir, they may have too 
much profit, or they may have too little I 
advance no opinion on that subject, nor will this 
bill ascertain that; but it is important we should 
know their extent, amount of products, and capi- 
tal. Where large interests may be affected, di- 
rectly affected by legislation, we want all the light 
that can be had, and these statistics will afford the 
means of approximating truth for the next ten 
years. Sir, if these are interests that we may 
affect by legislation, then there can be no doubt, I 
think, that as incident thereto, we can call for and 
collect information in regard to them. 1 think 
no constitutional difficulty interposes itself. Until 
these interests cease to have vitality in the legisla- 
; tive mind, their situation is important. 

_ But, sir, in another aspect these statistics may be 
Important to correct legislation, now or at some 
future day. In the upheavings and revolutions in 
the world, it may become necessary that we shall 
have to rely on direct taxation to support Govern- 
ment. ‘This has occurred three times in fifty-two 
| years—in 1798, 1813, and 1815. To equalize 
such taxation, you must know the relative wealth, 
productiveness, and industry of the several sections 
of the country. I hope this may not soon occur. 
But changes are constantly going an; we can 
| hardly anticipate in regard to nations, as we can- 
not in relation to individuals, what to-morrow may 
bring forth. And, sir, changes in the science 
of government may be expected, as well as in 
mechanics; we must be prepared for proposed 
changes, and be ready to receive or reject them. 
This only can be the case when we fully under- 
stand our interests. I should not have adverted to 


not justified on the grounds on which he will prob- 
ably seek to place it. 
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I might suggest, also, that the agricultaral in- || 


terests may be greatly affected by your legislation 
in relation to the public domain, but I will not de- 
tain the committee longer at this time; 1 will not 
anticipate objections. 1 hope that the amendment 
_ proposed by the committee to this section may be 

adopted. But before I sit down, I may be allowed 
to express the hope that no discyssion on general 
subjects will take place on this bill. The Consti- 
tution requires the census to be taken once in 
every ten years. ‘his constitutional injunction is 
complied with if begun within ten years, or begun 
the first of June next. We have but little time 
now to prepare for such commencement. It 
would require a ton a day of schedules, instruc- 
tions, &c., to be sent out through the mails to sup- 
ply the marshals, and then they are to transmit 
them to their deputies. I hope segue will act 
speedily and promptly on this subject. 

Mr. MILLER. 1 propose to offer a substi- 
tute for the bill which has been reported by the 
committee. I will not, at present, enter into a 
minute examination of the details of the measure; 
but I beg leave to call the attention of the commit- 
tee to a few of the points upon which I cannot 
agree with the committee by whom this bill was 
reported. The billas reported by the committee 
provides for the taking of the enumeration of the 
inhabitants of the United States, under the clause 
of the Constitution which requires that the census 
shall be taken every ten fears; and I propose to 
read to the committee that clause of the Constitu- 
tion upon which the bill is predicated. It is in 
these words: 

“ Representatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned 
among the several States which may be included within this 
Union, according to their respective numbers, which shall 
be determined by adding to the whole number of free per- 
sons, including those bound to service for aterm of years, 
and excluding Indians not taxed, three-fifths of all other per- 
sous. The actnal enumeration shall be made within three 
years after the first meeting of the Congress of the United 
States, and within every subsequent term of ten years, in 
such manner as they shall by law direct.” 


Under this clause of the Constitution the com- 
mittee have reported a bill providing for taking an 
enumeration of the inhabitants, as required by the 
Constitution. But, sir, they have gone further; 
they have imposed upon the officers whose duty it 
is to take this enumeration, a duty far exceeding 
that of enumerating the inhabitants; they have re- 


quired them to discharge other duties, going into | 


all the various businesses and pursuits of the peo- 
ple of this country, and requiring them to make 
returns of various statistics, which I maintain is 
not within the scope of the duty that was contem- 
plated to be imposed upon the persons designated 
to take the census. I deny, sir, that under the 
Constitution Congress has a right to prescribe and 
impose other duties upon the officers appointed to 
take the census than those which strictly appertain 
to the enumeration of the inhabitants. The lan- 


guage of the Constitution is clear, it is plain, there | 


is no misunderstanding it. It requires an enumer- 
ation of the inhabitants to be made every ten years. 
There it stops; and { care not what may be the 
value of the information sought to be obtained; it 
is enough for me to know that the Constitution 
limits the duty that is to be performed, and we 
have no right to go beyond that limit. Therefore, Í 
say, I care not what the value of the information 
may be; I am not going to inquire into its value; I 
am wholly indifferent as to that point, because our 


duties being restricted in regard to this matter, we | 


have no right to go beyond them, or to exceed the 
limitation thus imposed. It is our duty to stop at 
that limitation, but the gentlemen of the commit- 
tee have not stopped there. 


The first bill that was passed for taking the cen- | 


sus does not go beyond the enumeration of the 
inhabitants, as prescribed by the Constitution, nor 
does the second, nor, in fact, any of the bills that 
were subsequently passed for this purpose, until 

ou come down to 1840, with the exception of the 
bill of 1820, which proposed to exceed the limits 
prescribed by the Constitution, but Congress re- 
fused’ to sanction it, and its provisions were 
changed. k ) z m 
than carry out the provistons of the Constitution. 
In 1840, for the first time, this thing was intro- 
duced, and it is now a question whether the policy 
then introduced should beéome the permanent 
policy of the Government, or whether we should 
abandon it and return to the original policy, that 
which is sanctioned and prescribed by the Consti- 


The bill of 1830 does nothing more | 


tution. Gentlemen who rely upon precedent should 
undoubtedly vote against the bill reported by the 
committee. 

But I have various objections to the bill besides 
those which Ihave enumerated. In the first place 
it imposes upon the deputy marshals duties 
which it is impossible for them to perform within 
the time required. It will be impracticable to pro- 
cure the information which you seek to obtain, 
and the attempt to procure it must necessarily re- 
sultin a failure. You will have conjectural state- 
ments in the place of correct information, But, 
sir, as I remarked before, I care not whether the 
information be.correct or whether it be incorrect; 


pensation ‘for the enumeration in order to 
the deficiency of compensation’ in the cag® of the 
statistics. Now I repeat, and I believe the gentle- 
man will not question the correctness of the state- 


posed on the marshals, by requiring them to col- 
lect these statistics. There are forty or fifty ques- 
tions, at least, to be asked by the marshals in con- 
nection with this statistical information, and the 
answers to be recorded. This will in some cases 


it is alike immaterial to me, because I conceive 
that we have no power to enter into the inquiry at 
all. But what is the object that is proposed to be 
obtained by it? Of whatbenefit will it be? The 
honorable chairman of the committee says, that 
the object is to exhibit the resources of the coun- 
try; to place before the people of this country in- 
formation as to the resources of the country, and 
the peculiar productions of the various portions of 
the country, as in the case of Kentucky and some 
other States which are largely engaged in the busi- 
ness of raising tobacco. 

Now, I havea word to say in reply to this, and 
it is, that if it be of advantage to those States to 
possess Statistical information in regard to these 
mattérs, they have the power to procure it; they 
can do it, and they will do it, if they consider it 
desirable. They certainly possess the power and 
the means to obtain this information, and they 
will obtain it if they suppose it will be of advan- 
tage to them to do so. And, sir, they can do it at 
much less cost than it can be done’as proposed, 
and without constitutional authority, by this bill. 
The gentleman says that, according to the estimate 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, the expense will 
be $1,116,000. Whether this estimate includes 
the printing, in addition to the printing of the 
schedules, L do not know. I haveno doubt, how- 
ever, that it will fall far below the actual cost. But 
how much of this sum of $1,116,000 is necessary 
for the mere purpose of taking an enumeration of 
the inhabitants? It must be apparent to the com- 
mittee that this sum is altogether too large for the 
purpose of taking an enumeration of the inhabit- 
ants. But, sir, if the gentleman does not—— 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, interpos- 
ing. With the permission of the gentleman | will 
explain. It is estimated by the Secretary of the 
Treasury that thecost of procuring the statistics, 
independent of the enumeration of the inhabitants, 
will be, in round numbers, about $150,000. 

Mr. MILLER. The gentleman is grossly'mis- 
taken in his estimate, if he makes no difference 
between the cost of taking the enumeration of the 
inhabitants alone, and taking the statistics in addi- 
tion to the enumeration. lcan tell the gentleman 
that the cost of procuring the statistics will, of 
itself, exceed half a million of dollars. And if you 
will compare the substitute which 1 have offered 
with the bill reported by the committee, you will 
find that the difference in point of expense will be 
more than half a million of dollars. What does 
the gentleman propose that the marshals shall be 
required to do? It will be perceived that the enu- 
meration of the people is nota sixth part of the 
duty that is imposed upon them. Does he pro- 
pose that they shall be required to discharge the 
residue of these duties, without paying them for 
it? Notatall. The bill provides additonal com- 


pensation, in view of the additional labor required | 


at the hands of the marshals; in other words, it is 


proposed to give them more than a fair compensa- | } whi 
|i you come to employ twenty, or thirty, or. perhaps 


tion for taking the enumeration, in consideration 


of the additional duty that is imposed upon them. | 
That is the way in which the result is to be ar- || no ' > a- fal 
|| of the additional compensation to be given to the 
| 


rived at. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, stated the ij 
amount of compensation proposed to be allowed to : 
the marshals upon the various items of statistical | 


information, for the purpose of showing that the 
expense of collecting that information would not 
exceed $107,000; and contended that no additional 
time would be consumed. 

Mr. MILLER. There appearsto bea disparity 
between the amount of compensation to be allowed 
for collecting the statistical information, and that 
allowed for taking the enumeration. 
pensation is not proportionate to the amount of 
labor required in each case respectively. And.the 


committee have been compelled to increase the com- | 


occupy the greater part of an hour, and if the: mar- 
shals were to receive no other compensation for 
this part of their duty than that. specifically pro- 
„posed by the committee, they would not be cóm- 
pensated. If you estimate the expense of faking the 
enumeration smply, you will find that $600,000 
is a liberal compensation. Yet it appears by 
the estimate submitted by the committee, that the 
sum of $1,116,000 will be required at the very com- 
mencement of the work. And, in my judgment, 
it will be found to bea very great error to suppose 
that the work can be accomplished for that sum in’ 
the manner proposed. More than halfa million of 
dollars, then, will be expended in procuring statis- 
tical information. ae 

What does the gentleman tell you? He says 
that you must collect materials to aid you in future 
legislation. Sir, when all these materials shail 
have been obtained, under your instructions to the 
marshals, embracing fifty or sixty subjects of 
inquiry; when you have collected all this variety 
of matter, of what utility will it be? Tt is all un- 
necessary. If you carry out the whole of this 
complicated machinery, it will not advance the in- 
terests of the country one iota. 

Another objection that I have to this bill is, that 
it imposes a fine upon the citizens of the United 
States who may refuse or neglect to give the 
deputy marshals the required information. Sir, 
Isay you have no pre to impose a fine upon 
the citizens of the United States fora refusal to 
answer any of these questions.. I know that un- 
der the census bill of 1840, the deputy marshals 
were in the habit of commencing suits against 
those who would not answer the questions; but it 
was an undue assumption of power. By under- 
taking to impose fines, you do what you have no 
right todo, The answering of the.questions is a 
voluntary matter entirely, and it ought to be so 
regarded in the provisions of the bill, instead of 
making citizens liable to suits at law in the event 
of refusal to answer. I say you have no. power 
to compel them to answer. ae ie 


curing this statistical information will not exceed 
$107,000.. But what does he propose to doin this 
bill? He proposes to increase the patronage of 
the Government of the United States almost to 
that amount. He proposes to invest an officer of 
this Government with unlimited power in the ap- 
pointment of clerks. Why, sir, the Secretary of 
the Treasury, in order to carry out the provisions > 
of the bill, would be compelled te appoint some 
forty or fifty clerks. Sir, L am unwilling to vest 
this extraordinary power in the hand of any of 
the departments of this Government. If there 
were no other objections to the bill, this alone 
would be sufficient. But again: the gentleman 
did not take into his estimate the very large amount’ 
of additional printing that will be necessary. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania. 1 have 
estimated for the additional clerks 920,000; and for 
the printing $200,000. 

Mr. MILLER. The gentleman’s estimate falls 
far short of the sum that will. be required’ when 


forty clerks for two years. Ít cannot be.done, sir, 
for that amount; and if you make a fair estimate 


marshals—the increased compensation to be given 


The com- | 


| to them in consequence of these additional duties 
that are imposed ‘on them, for additional clerks 
| and. for the printing, you will find that you will 
| have added to the whole expense over half a mil- 
| Jion of dollars. 

The gentleman has read the act of the last ses- 
sion. of Congress, which requires the Board of 
Census to prepare and cause to be printed such 
| forms as may be necessary for the enumeration of 

the inhabitants of ihe United States, and. also for 
obtaining certain statistical information, But, sir, 
the act does not authorize the Census Board to do 
more than to prepare and cause to be printed, with 


supply. 


The gentleman says ‘that the expense of ‘pro- 


* 


ment, that the mere taking of the enameration: is.” : 
not more than one-sixth of the labor thatisim- ` 
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a view to their being submitted to Congress, such 
-forms ag might be considered proper to be adopted; 
not that they should cause to be printed all the 
forms that were necessary to be used, but only a 
plan of forms, or schedules proper to be adopted; 
But the board have taken it upon themselves to 
order the printing of a large quantity. They have 
done so. without authority; and they now ask us 
to adopt. the forms which they have thus, without 
authority, caused to be printed. And, sir, your 
committee have reported a bill which does not 
adopt those schedules. 
{will not detain the committee by any protracted 
observations in regard to the details of this bill. I 
“have adverted. to ‘the principal objections. which I 
have to the bill as reported by the committee, and+ 
I repeat that, in consequence of those objections, 
Tcannat, under any circumstances, support the bill 
which the committee have reported. I consider 
the objections that I have stated to be wholly in- 
superable, Í care not how important the informa- 
tion may be, so long as the want of power is 
clearly demonstrated, as it is in this instance. a 

What is the object of procuring this statistical 
information which is only to be obtained at the ex- 
pense of half a million of dollars? Is it to be pro- 
cured for the purpose of forming a basis for fature 
legislation? {f that be the object, I have only to 
‘say, that its collection had better be omitted. | 
There is such a thing as danger of legislating too 
much, and it is an error which we are most prone 
to fall into. Therefore it is, that I should be 
rather disposed to keep out the information. We 
do not want it, If you propose to make it a pre- 
text for further legislation, we had better be without 
it; we have too much legislation already. Sir, I 
regard it as an unnecessary expenditure of half a 
million of dollars. and I am, therefore, utterly op- 
posed to it. I offer the substitute. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman way offer 
his substitute now, but it will not be in order to 
act upon it until the amendments to the bill shall | 
have been disposed of. 

Mr, WENTWORTH said that the true issue 
before the committee was, whether this information 
shauld be obtained or not. He was in favor of 
having the fullest information, not only upon 
points contemplated in the bill, but upon others 
which he intended at the proper time to indicate. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, remarked that 
the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. MILLER, ] had said 
most of what he had intended to say. The 


; 
t 
Separate columns were to be stated the “age,” | 
**sex,”’*€ color—white, black, or mulatto”— “free | 
or slave,” “married or widowed,” “place of | 


“ the profession, occupation, or trade,” * the dis- | 
ease or cause of death.” Now this information ; 
might be desirable to some gentlemen on this floor | 
and to some persons in the country, but he asked į 
every gentleman here whence they got the legitimate 
power to collect it?. The Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States gave to Congress the power to take an | 
enumeration of the people of the United States; 
and for specific objects. These were for appor- i 
tionment and direct taxes. Both these depended | 
upon numbers alone. They had no right to send | 
forth their messengers throughout this vast * em- | 
pire,” as the gentieman from Pennsylvania, he be- 
lieved, had called it; but, thank God, this coun- 
try was no empire yet. acs 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, interpos- 
| ing, (and the floor being yielded) said, without 
rising to dispute with the gentleman about this 
expression, he had not used it. The information 
to which the gentleman from- Georgia was now 


ing the contrast between the health of the different 
sections of the country; it might also have an effect 
upon the increased or diminished price of the pub- 
lic lands to be sold. ' 
Mr. STEPHENS (resuming) said he did not in- 
tend to go into an argument with the gentleman as 
to the objects which individuals might have for in- 
formation, such as this bill, as reported, sought. 
| But he asked if this was one of the objects for 
which this Government was formed? Tie action 
of the Government should always be confined to 
those objects. That was the point he made. 
Could they, as legislators, as the Congress of the 


birth,’ * the month in which the person died,” | 


| 


referring, he would state, might be useful as show- || 


after it was obtained? It would at best be but an 
| abuse of a power. Such congressional action 
, could not be defended on principle. 

| Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, (interpo- 
ng, and the floor being yielded,) asked what 
_ authority Congress had to buy a library, to 
| maintain a National Observatory, to authorize an 
; Exploring Expedition, and to purchase Washing- 
i ton’s Farewell Address? The latter object he be- 
i lieved the gentleman from Georgia had warmly 
; advocated, and he believed had sanctioned by his 
vote nearly if not all the others? The gentleman 
from Georgia defended his votes for them, he (Mr. 
T.) supposed, on the ground that they furnished 
information necessary to inform the legislator, He 
(Mr. T.) defended this bill on the same ground, 
| These statistics were necessary to inform the leis« 
t 

| 


jsi 


i 
i 
i 
l 


‘lator; and whatever was necessary for this pur- 
| pose was angncident to their powers under the 
Constitution. 

Mr. STEPHENS (resuming) said the gentle- 
man from Pennsytvania answered his question by 
pointing to various acts of Congress. This he 
| considered as equivalent to yielding on the part of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania. When he in- 
į quired for a power or authority for Congress to do 
anything, he thought it much more to the point 
| to direct attention to the Constitution than to acts 
of Congress. He however would not follow the 
example of the gentleman in this particular. He 
would tell him where he derived authority for all 
the acts of Congress wich ever had or ever would 
| get his sanction and approval. The gentleman 
i from Pennsylvania [Mr. THomeson] asked where 
Congress got the power to establish a “ National 
|| Observatory.” Perhaps the gentleman meant 
| the ** Depét of Charts.” He (Mr. S.) believed that 
| was the name given in the statute book to this 


| United States, appropriate the public treasure for 
any other objects than those which came within 
the range of the powers conferred upon them by 
the Constitution? There might be many individ- 
uals in the country who would be giad to see a 
į great deal of the information which this bill pro- 
posed to collect. It might be of value to the 
scientific world; it might contribute to improve- 
ments; he knew the value of such statistical reports, 
Bot this was not the proper, the just way to obtain 
| these collections of statistics. This was a matter 
which belonged exclusively to each State. 
Ele called upon the House to maintain the prin- 


ciple of keeping the Government within its proper 


amendment which he had intended to offer came 
in before the amendment c 


Jadiciary, and proposed to strike out (commencing | 


on the 6th line) the words © and to collect all the | 


other statistical information within their respect- | 
ive districts, in the manner provided for in the | 
act, and specified in the instructions which shall į 
be given by the Secretary of the Interior, and in 
the tables annexed,” The motion of which the 
geneman from Ohio had given notice, to strike 
out the whole bill and insert a substitute therefor, 
if agreed to, would accomplish the purpose which 
he (Mr. S.) had in view. It was therefore unne- 
cessary for him to offer his amendment. 

He did not intend, at this time, to enter into any 
general discussion of this bill, but wished barel¥ to 
enter his protest against anything contained in it 
other than a provision for an enumeration of the | 
inhabitants of the United States. He held that 
Congress could not properly, under that clause of 
the Constitution, go any further. He thought the 
position taken by the gentleman from Ohio was con- 
clusive. The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
‘THompson]} had argued that this statistical inform- 
ation was a matter of great importance; the gentle- 
man from [llinois [Mr. Wentwortu] had also | 
taken the same position, It was enough for him 
(Mr. S.) to know, that those objects were not 
amongst the objects for which the Constitution was 
formed. He asserted the principle, which no man 
could deny, that this Government had no more pow- 
erthan the British Government, or any other for- 


of the Committee on the i 


and legitimate sphere. We had heard much re- 
cently of the prospect of the Uissolution of this 
| Union. It would be weil for the members of this 
House who were friendly to the permanent union 
| of these States, to recollect that it could be main- 
; tained only upon principle, and by confining it to 
i the objects for which the Union was formed. The 
| Union of these States was endangered by nothing 
| more than by diverting and directing it to other 
| objects than those contemplated in the charter of 
j their powers. Those objects were enumerated 
(and specified in the Constitution. He asked, to 
j carry out which one of these powers was such 
j information as this bill contemplated desirable or 
necessary? Would the gentieman who had re- 
ported this bill inform him under what clause of 
the Constitution he got the power to appropriate 
the money of the peuple of this country to seek 
such information? The gentleman said the inform- 


j 
i 


collect it? 


many other matters embraced in these schedules. 
fle would turn for a moment to schedule five. It 
was there proposed to collect in every ‘town, 
city, ward, county, or parish,” in Separate col- 
umns, the “aggregate value of real estate,” * ag- 
gregate value of personal estate, ”? 
amount of taxes annually assessed,” 
religious denominations, 
“number of members, 


t number of 
” “ number of sittings,” 
” “value of church prop- 


eign Government bad, to appropriate the public 

money and send out their agents to collect much of 
the information which was proposed by this bill to 

be obtained. He did not intend to go through all | 
the provisions of the bill, but he wished to call the | 
attention 8f thecommitteetoone. He found by re- | 
ference to schedule six, thatit was proposed to take | 
year ending Ist of June, 1850, whose usna! |, 
place of abode was in this family, and then in | 


| 


f 
i 

i 

lj 

| 

. ` H 

the “name of every person who died during the |Í 
i 


erty,” &c. Would it not require time, labor, and 

expense, he asked, to get this information, dis- 

connected entirely as it was from the enumeration ` 
of the people? Couid Congress, disconnected from 

the business of taking an enumerati 
ple, cmploy their agents to go into 
country to get information as t 
church property, the number of 
their respective number of members ? 
legitimate uses could they apply such 


all parts of the 


To what i 
information 


& 


ation was desirable; but he asked where was |. 
the power which authorized the Government to f 


He could call the attention of the committee to ` 


“ aggregate |! 


on of the peo- |: 


o the value of | 


denominations, | 


| observatory, This wasa part of the indirect policy 
i| of the gentleman’s party. This observatory had 
Lat first been recommended by high authority, 
lt was then by the gentleman’s party thought to 
be unconstitutional, and rejected. It was not for 
| him (Mr. S.) to defend the principles upon which 
|| it was at first recommended; nor had he to defend 
or explain any of his votes in relation to it. He 
could be said to be-neither its friend or advocate, 
| nor its enemy. Hecertainly had not voted for its 
establishment either as an observatory ora “ Depot 
of Charts,” yet he took occasion to say, that such 
vote would have been defensible u 
clearly constitutional, 


| 
i 
{i 
i 
i 


| 
| 
{ 
| 
| 
| 
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i 
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i 
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ly the gentleman 
he had ever advo- 


should not 
affording or 


He should 


i 
| 


What can you do with 
property when you get 
n schedule number three 
t the assistant marshals 
were to take a listof.«“ every Owner, agent, or 
manager of a farm—number of acres improved—— 
number unimproved—cash value of farm,” with di- 


it all accurately set forth ? I 
! in this bill he noticed tha 


i vers other matters, in all amounting to fifty-one 


a 
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distinct and separate objects. Now, suppose this 
mass of information be accurately obtained, to 
what use could Congress apply it? He did not 
intend to say that such information might not be 
useful and valuable to the community; but many 
other matters might be equally useful, over 
which Congress, on this ground, has no control. 
- Common schools and general education were high- 
ly useful, and almost invaluable; and yet Con- 
gress has no power to take jurisdiction over these 
subjects; they are reserved to the States. His 
position on this subject was this, that the action 
of the General Government, which was limited in 
its powers, ought to be confined to such objects 
as were set forth in the Constitution. All powers 
necessary to carry into effect those that were ex- 
pressly granted also followed. If it were neces- 
sary to get information to execute properly and 
easily one of the specific objects the Govern- 
ment, the information ought to be tained. 

But under this idea of procuring information, 
he held it to be clear that no information could 
be got which, after being obtained, could not be 
used in any proper or constitutional way by the 
General Government. 

Mr. S. said, in conclusion, that he did not intend 
to argue this question further. He barely rose, as 
he said, to enter his protest against the whole of the 
biil except so far as it provided for the enumeration 
of the population of the United States, according to 
the provisions of the Constitution. All the Consti- 
tution authorized was, an enumeration of the in- 
habitants, and that was all he should vote for. 

Mr. McLANE said he had listened with some 
attention to the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. 
Srevnens,] and he quite agreed with the gentle- 
man in his objections to the bill, so far as it au- 
thorized the marshals to enter into the domestic 
loss of the people—to inquire and report as to the 
diseases of their children. So far as these questions 
looked to the domestic affairs of the people, they 
might be regarded as impertinent and irrelevant 

uestions, and he would be very sorry to see them 
nally enacted, 

But he regretted to see the opposition to this bill 

i pine upon the ground that the census of the 
nited States was to be taken solely as the basis 
of representation, If the object of taking the cen- 
sus were confined merely to fixing a ratio of rep- 
resentation, he could quite agree with the gentle- 
man from Georgia and the gentleman from Ohio 
that the powers of Congress would be confined to 
a simple enumeration of the inhabitants of the 
United States. But the Constitution provided in 
express terms that the capitation tax—the direct 
tax upon property—should be laid in proportion 
to the census as “herein before directed to be 
taken.” Now, the gentleman from Georgia could 
not suppose that the Congress of the United States 
would be obliged to take a census every time they 
meant to lay a direct tax. Surely in the interim, 
between the regular periods of taking the census, 
the gentleman could not conclude that Congress 
must be delayed until they could take a census all 
over the United States before they could levy a ; 
direct tax. Nor could the honorable gentleman 
require the Federal Government to go down to | 
any State authorities, to invoke their assistance, 
and appeal to their statistics, their appraisements. 
To be sure Congress had to do that during the 
war with Great Britain,sand we all know how in- 
efficient that mode of collecting direct taxes had 
proved. He submitted to his friend from Georgia 
that the true issue for them to make on this bill 
was, that it go no further than to embrace the. 
fullest possible reports of the property of the coun- 
try concerning every branch of trade and industry, 
everything that contributed to. the property, that: 
constituted the wealth of the nation—all that we | 
should have; for that Congress should not depend | 
upon the States; for that the General Government : 
should have its own appraisement.. For one, he | 
very much vegretted that the time was so limited 
as not to allow of perfecting the bill. He quite 
agreed with the gentleman from Ohio that this cen- 
ld be a very imperfect appraisement, He! 


sus wou 
trusted it would be more perfect than that of 1840. | 
That was bad, detestably bad. That census was | 
» fuli of falsehoods; as far as regarded the southern | 
and western States it was little better than guesses, | 
than rough estimates. But that was an argument 
why we should take care that our present census 
should be a fair, a just appraisement of the pro- 


ductions and property of the country. Í 


| denominations of Christians themsèlves, 


_ Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania (interpos- 
ing, and the floor being yielded) said, thatin Eng- 
land they took the whole census with very minute 
statistics—all in one day; and that here this bill 
provided that no assistant marshal should have 
more than twenty thousand inhabitants, and as 
much less as the marshal should see fit to give 
him with a view to make it complete within the 
time. The assistant marshals might have dis- 
tricts comprising three thousand, six thousand, 
ten thousand, or twenty thousand inhabitants. 

Mr. McLANE (resuming) said he would not 
farther prolong his remarks than to read the ar- 
ticle of the Constitution on this subject, to which 
he wished to call the attention of the chairman 
of the Judiciary Committee, [Mr. Tuompson, of 
Pennsylvania,] and of gentlemen present. It was 
as follows: 

“No capitation or other direct tax shal! be laid, unless 
in proportion to the census or enumeration hereinbefore 
directed to be taken.’? 

Now he submitted that if this were a provis- 
ion authorizing a capitation tax alone, then the 
argument would be good that the powers of Con- | 
gress, under the former clause of the Constitution | 
providing for an enumeration, should be confined | 
to an enumeration of the people. But inasmuch 
as this clause provided for a direct tax, to be laid | 
upon the property according to the census ‘* here- 
inbefore directed to be taken,” it must be suffi- 
ciently full, it must be such a census, such an 
enumeration as would enable Congiess not only 
to fix the quota of the different States according to 
their numbers, but it should go further, and pro- 
videan assessment, an appraisement, upon which į 
the direct tax itself should be levied. To do so, 
he submitted, was a constitutional exercise of, 


ower. lj 


Mr. STEPHENS, (the floor being yielded.) | 
Taxation and representation are both based upon 
the enumeration. The enumeration for taxation 
was taken with a view of knowing how much | 
property there was, not the number of people. 
The States were required to pay their quota ac- 
cording to their population irrespective of their 
wealth. Different States of equal population, but 
very different wealth, would have by direct tax- 
ation to raise the same amount of money. 

Mr. McLANE (resuming) said that was strictly 
true so far as the proportion of taxes which was 
to be levied upon a State had relation to its repre 
sentation, but when the tax itself came to be 
levied, an appraisement was necessary. 

Mr. STEPHENS. By no means. There have 
been several cases where direct taxation has been 
resorted to, and in no one of them was there an 
appraisement made of the property. 

Mr. McLANE (resuming) said he ventured to | 
go one step beyond the point made by the gentle- 
man from Georgia, and to maintain that after the 
quantum had been fixed which each State should 
pay, then the tax should be levied upon the prop- 
erty ascertained by the federal assessment to exist. 
He submitted to the gentleman from Georgia that 
such an assessment might properly be provided 
for in a census bill, He would agree that that 
matter should be introduced into the census bill, 
which had relation to other powers of Congress 
than the taxing power and the power to appor- 
tion representation, though it was by many con- 
tended that these matters might be introduced into 
this bill. He desired to confine this bill to matters 
which referred directly and immediately to the 
power to apportion representation, and to lay the 
direct tax both upon property and upon individu- 


als, as provided for in the Constitution. 
Mr. HARALSON said that for his own inform- | 
ation, he desired to make certain inquiries of the | 
chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary. He | 
concurred in very many of the remarks made by | 
his colleague, [Mr. Srepuens,] and he thought 
very many of the points in this bill objectionable, 
especially that providing for inquiring into social 
relations, and collecting social statistics. He no- | 
ticed that there were five questions to be answered: | 
in reference to the churches, viz: The number of | 
churches, the number of each of the different | 
denominations, the number of sittings, the number | 
of members, and the value of church property. d 
Now, it was very unnecessary for Congress to | 
attempt by its census agents to collect this informa- 
tion. They could get it in a more authentic form, 
more certainly and ‘correctly from the diferent 
who 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


madé their annual report: 
deputy marshals to get thi 
number of churches, the number- of. 
bers, &e.? Were they to inquire of every 
what church he belonged? or should they 
the pastors of the different churches?” H 
peated that it was impossible for the Government 
under its authority, to obtain’ the information iia 
correct and authentic a form as that in which it 
was furnished in the annual reports of the churches 
themselves. But of what use to the Government 
would the information be after it was obtained? “For 
all governmental purposes, it would be of ‘no use. | 
whatever. It might satisfy the idle curiosity, or 
the rational curiosity if they pleased, of ‘a large 
number of people, but was it information which 
was to be collected and paid for by the Govern= 
ment of the United States?. In all probability, the 
information obtained would be incorrect, and of 
less value than that furnished by the different 
churches gratuitously. He objected especially to 
this clause of the bill. He believed it to been- 
tirely unnecessary, and thought. it. should be 
stricken out. ; 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, (Mr. H. 
yielding for explanation,) said, a very slight com- 
pensation was to be allowed for this information, 
There were perhaps three or four churches in each: 
town, and it would be no trouble to report: thè 
statistics concerning them. He was asked per- 
haps the more important question, of What use 
this information would be? His general answer 
would be, that it was information, He would 
further state to the honorable gentleman from 
Georgia, that as republicans, we gloried in the fact 
that religion flourished in our country unsustained 
by the law, as it was in the Old World. Tts basis 
was the voluntary contributions of the people. It 
rested upon thisrock. The information was worth 
something, igs 

Another point. The gentleman would allow 
him to say that the number of churches might 
fairly be presumed to have some influence upon - 
the education and wealth of thé péople. © The bill 
put all the social statistics together, rélative to 
schools, colleges, churches, newspapers, &c. 
Surely this was most important information. 

Mr. HARALSON inquired how the marshals 
would get the information reiative to the churches? 

Mr. THOMPSON replied, of the church ses- 
sion, the warden, or minister himself, whoever 
had charge of the church. 

Mr. HARALSON replied that it would be dif- 
ficult to obtain the information, and when: ob- 
tained, it would be less accurate tHan “that supplied 
by the annual repjits of the churches. “They had 


better have no information at all ‘than’ incorréct = 


information, which would but be sure to misguide 
them in their action. aoe £ 
But there were other provisions of the bill to 


(which he objected. He concurred with the gen- 


leman from Ohio [Mr. Mirer] and with bis, 
colleague, [Mr. Srepuens,] that they were carry- 


ing this thing altogether to an extreme, and were 


making the census bill an omnium gatherum, a čol- 
lection of everything, ahd in many cases of incor- 
rect information, which only tendéd to lead them 
into error and confusion. He objected to this bill 
in all its parts, except in so far as it provided for 
an enumeration of the inhabitants of the United 
States, with a view to fixing their representation 
upon it. j 

Mr. VINTON said that the Constitution re- 
quired a census to be taken for particular pur- 
poses, which were enumerated in that instrument; 
but he claimed that if there were no such provision > 
in the Constitution, the Government would -un- 
doubtedly possess the power, not only of taking 
an enumeration of. the inhabitants-of the United 
States, but of collecting statistics relative-to all the 
nterests of the country—its property, and its 
social and moral condition. Tfno provision were 
contained in the Constitution of the United States, 
requiring’a densus-to be taken, and: the represent- 
ation to be adjusted according to that census, he 
held that the. provisions of the Constitution, au- 
thorizing Congress to declare war, to regulate com- 
merce with foreign nations and among the several 
States, and authorizing the President and Senate 
to make treaties with foreign nations, taken in 
connection with that provision granting to the 
Conaress of the United. States the power to 
make all. laws necessary and’ proper for carrying 
these expressly delegated powers into execution, 
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would constitute. ample authority for Congress to 
provide not only for taking an enumeration 
of the people, but for collecting statistics in regard 
to their property, their intellectual, social, and 
moral condition, and whatever constituted the re- 
sources of the country. Could any gentleman 
doubt that the single power given to this Gov- 
ernment to declare war, and carry on war, when 
it was: known that the property of the country, 
its “commerce, its manufactures, its social con- 
dition, were the very sinews of war, and as im- 
portant as the population itself, would necessarily 
carry with it the incidental power of Congress to 
take an enumeration of the people, to ascertain 
their strength, not only as regarded numbers, but 
as regarded property and all the other means that 
would be necessary to prosecute war. And when 
the Congress of this Union possessed the power 
to regulate commerce with foreign nations, and 
among the several States, did it not necessarily 
follow that, in order to legislate properly upon 
this great subject, they had the right to know 
what the subjects were upon which they were 
to act? The Constitution granted the power 
to make treaties with foreign nations, and it 
was of all considerations the most important in 
making treaties, in regulating our intercourse with 
other nations, that we should know what our own 
commerce, our own resources were. ‘These, of 
all other things, were most properly to be taken 
into consideration before we ventured into any 
arrangement with foreign nations. Unless Con- 
gress had the power to obtain this information, 
how could they properly discharge those high 
duties and trusts committed to them by the Consti- 
tution? It was true, as he had said, that Con- 
gress was required to provide for taking the census 
_ for the purpose of apportioning representation, 
but if there were no such provision in the Consti- 
tution, he held that, in order to enable Congress and 
the Executive Department to execute the duty of 
regulating commerce, making treaties, and the other 
duties to which he had referred, there was an abun- 
dant implied power to obtain the information essen- 
tial to guide them in their action. The commercial 
power, the war power, the currency power, the 


power to coin money, and regulate the value there-. 


of, all carried with them the incidental powers 
which it was proposed to exercise under this bill. 
The exercise of the power to coin money and reg- 
ulate the value thereof, as a matter of course, was 
coanected with a just appreciation and knowledge 
of the value of the property of the country; that 
knowledge was necessary to enable them to deter- 
mine the amount of currency which the wants of 
the country required. This whole argument 
against the constitutional power of Congress to 
pass this bill, proceeded upon the idea that they 
were to legislate in the dark, that they were to 
exercise these great powers, and bring about these 
great results, without having in their possession 
the information necessary to guide their action. 
He held that there could be no doubt of the power 
of this Government to go into an examination of 
the property of this country, and of its whole 
moral, social; and political condition, even if there 
were no such express provision of the Constitu- 
tion as that under which they were now legisla- 
ting. 

‘Mr. ROOT moved that the committee rise. 

The motion having béen agreed to— 

The committee rose and reported progress. 

And the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &c. 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees: 


By Mr, ROSE: The petition of James Richmond, Angus- 
tus Gibbs, and 70 others, citizens of Livonia, Livingston 
county, New York, praying for the repeal of all laws enacted 
by Congress in favor of siavery and the slave trade in the 
District of Columbia, or the removal of the capital to a free 
State. 

By Mr. HEBARD: The petition of John X. Marey and 103 
others, pri iag tint slavery and the slave trade may be pro- 
hibited ia all the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of Leonard Fisk and 58 others, praying 
for ihe same object. 

0, the petition of Joseph C. Aspinwall and 37 others, 
sking for the same object. 

Also, the petition of Noah Saffud and 108 others, praying 
for the same objeet. 

Also, the petition of Josiah H. Phelps and 203 others, ask- 
ing for the same object. - 

Also, the petition of Jasiah G. Phelps and 203 others, 
praying that all laws enacted or adopted by Congress by 


which slavery is sanctioned in the District of Columbia, may 
be repealed, or the seat of Government be removed. 

Also, the petition of Joseph C. Aspinwall and 37 others, 
praying for the same object. 5 

Also, the petition of Leonard Fisk and 58 others, praying 
for the same object. i 

Also, the petition of John S. Marcy and 103 others, pray- 
ing that alleged fugitives from service may be allowed a trial 
by jury. 
eo, the petition of of Joseph C. Aspinwall and 35 others, 
asking the same object. . 

Also, the petition of Leonard Fisk and 58 others, praying 
for the same object. 2 

Also, the petition of Jonathan Kinny and 103 others, for 
the same object. i P 

Also, the petition of Josiah H. Phelps and 203 others, for 
the same object. 

Also, the petition of Josiah H. Phelps and 203 others, 
praying that no state may hereafter be admitted into the 
Union, unless slavery be prohibited within its limits. 

Also, the petition of Joseph C. Aspinwall and 35 others, 
praying for the same object. 

Also, the petition of John S. Marey and 103 others, pray- 
ing for the same object. 

Also, the petition of Leonard Fisk and 37 others, for the 
same object. f $ 

Also, the petition of James D. Butler and 10 others, ask- 
ing for a uniform rate of postage of two cents per half 
ounce on prepaid letters. All of said petitioners residing 
in the State of Vermont. è 

By Mr. BURROWS: The petition of Lucius Street, and 
56 others, citizens and electors of Barre, Orleans county, 
New York, against the adinission of any more slave States 
into the Union. 

Also, the petition of citizens and electors of Barre, Or- 
leans county, New York, to secure to alleged fugitives the 
right of trial by jury. 

Also, the petition of citizens and electors of Barre, Or- 
leans county New York, for the repeal of all Jaws enacted 
or adopted by Congress for the support of slavery in the 
District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of citizens and electors of Barre, Or- 
leans county, New York, for the establishment of freedom 
in the territories of the United States. 

By Mr. FOWLER: The petition of Isase Stearns, Morti- 
mer* Blake, and 100 others, citizens and legal voters of 
Mansfield, Massachusetts, praying that no State be hereafter 
admitted into the Union, unless the constitution of such 
State prohibit the existence of slavery therein. 

Also, the petition of Isaac Stearns; Mortimer Blake, and 
100 others, citizens and legal voters of Manstield, Massachu- 
setts, praying that slavery and the slave trade may be pro- 
hibited by act of Congress, in all the territories of the 
United States. 

By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of George Hazlep and 
others, citizens of Gustavus, Ohio, praying Congress to se- 
cure a jury trial to persons . laimed as fugitive slaves. 

Also, the petition of Richard King and others, citizens of 
Gustavus, Oliv, praying We repeal of all laws authorizing 
or sanctioning slavery and the slave trade in the city of 
Washington or District of Columbia, and if not repealed, 
that the seat of Government be removed to some more suit- 
able place. 

Also, the petition of Lewis B. Bradly and others, citizens 
of Gustavus, Ohio, prayieg Congress to admit no State here- 
after iuto the Union, unless slavery is expressly prohibited 

in its constitution. 

Also, the petition of John T. Logan and others, citizens of 
Gustavus, Ohio, praying that slavery and the slave trade be 
expressly prohibited in territories of the United States. 

By Mr. FITCH: Four several petitions of citizens of 
Franklin township, Kosciusko county, Indiana, asking the 
repeal of all laws adopted or enacted by Congress, recognizing 
slavery or the slave trade in the District of Columbia; or 
that the seat of Government be removed; that no State be 
hereafter admitted into the Union, unless the constitution 
of such State prohibit slavery; that the right of trial by jury 
be granted to fugitive slaves; that slavery and the slave 
trade be prohibited in the United States territories. 

By Mr. GERRY: The petition of Asa Leach, of Kenne- 
bunk, Maine, for a pension. 

Also, the petition of Frederick Green, and 29 others, of 


; the town of Saco, Maine, for the reduetion of the present 


rate of postage. 

By Mr. MANN, of Pennsylvania: The petition of Wil- 
liam Taylor, and 100 others, citizens of Lawrence county, 
Pennsylvania, praying for a grant of land to the officers and 
soldicrs that served a tour of duty in the warof 1812. 

Also, a resolation of the Legislature of the State of Penn- 
sylvania, relative to the promotion of agriculture, aud re- 
commending the passage of an act creating a national Board 
of Agriculture. 

By Mr. BINGHAM: The petition of Rev. B. N. Paine 
and 51 others, citizens of the township of Tuscola, Saganaw 
county, Michigan, praying that no State may be hereaiter 
admitted into the Union unless slavery is expressly pro- 
hibited in its constitution. 

Also, the petition of D. Harrison and 51 others, citi 
of the same township, praying that slavery and th ave 
trade may be expressly prohibited by act of Congress in aH 
the territories of the United States. 

Also, a petition from the same persons, praying that a 
trial by jury may be granted to persons claimed as fugitive 
slaves. : 

Also, a petition from the same persons, praying for the 
repeal of all laws which sanction slavery or the slave trade 
in the District of Columbia. ; 

By Mr. BENNETT: Tne petition of citizens of Chenango 
county New York, to abolish slavery in tiie District of Co- 

umbia, 

Also, of the same, to prohibit slavery in the territories 

Also, of the same, not to admit any new slave States. 

Also, of the same, Lo secure to alleged fugitives froin ser- 
vice a trial by jury. = 

By Mr. CHANDLER: The memorial of the National In- 
stitute, asking for aid to preserve and exhibit for publi- 


benefit its rich and rare collection, and that the institute be 
invested with the care and preservation of the collection of 


the United States Exploring Expedition, so that it may re- 
tain its separate and natural character. 

By Mr. SIBLEY: The petition of John Cummins for 
compensation asneting assistant commissary Of subsistence, 
and acting assistant quartermaster al Fort Crawford, Wis- 
eonsin. 

Also, the memorial of the people of Minnesota territory 
for an appropriation for the survey of the Mississippi river 
above the Falls of St. Anthony, preparatory to its improve- 
ment. 

By Mr. HARLAN: The petition of Timothy R. Dicken- - 
son, and 119 others, of the county of DeKalb, in the State 
of Indiana, praying a reduction in the price of prepaid post- 
age to two or three cents, and the abolition of the franking 


t privilege. 
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Mr. WALES presented a petition of citizens of 
Newcastle county, in Delaware, remonstrating 
against the admission of any new State into the 
Union whosg constitution tolerates slavery. 

The me lal, said the honorable Senator, is 
signed by nine persons, who are members of the 
Society of Friends. They are all known to me; 
and in a letter which accompanied their memorial, 
they say that they wish it to be distinctly under- 
stood, that they are occupied in no abolition move- 
ment, 

The memorial was ordered to lie on the table» 

Mr. COOPER presented nine memorials from 
citizens of Pennsylvania, numerously signed, ask- 
ing a revision of the tariff of 1846, and the impo- 
sition of specific duties, with a discrimination in 
favor of iron, coal, and other articles of American 
manufacture; which were referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 

Also, three petitions from citizens of Pittsburgh, 
in the same State, asking that appropriations may 
be made for the erection of a custom-house at that 
place; which were referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Also, a memorial from merchants and other citi- 
zens of the State of Pennsylvania, asking the con- 
struction of a harbor at Reedy Island, in the Del- 
aware river; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Also, a memorial from citizens of Lawrence 
county, in the State of Pennsylvania, strongly 
urging Congress to grant bounty lands to the offi- 
cers and soldiers of the last war with Great Brit- 
ain; which was referred to the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs. 

Also, a petition from citizens of Adams county, 
Pennsylvania, asking a reduction of the rate of 
postage; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, a memorial of citizens of Pennsylvania, 
asking the construction of a ship canal around the 
falls of St. Mary, and the improvement of the 
navigation of the Omonagan river; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, a petition from George Horn, asking that 
a patent may be issued to hirn for a tract of land 
which he has occupied and improved, near the city 
of Sacramento, in California; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, a petition from citizens of Crawford 
county, Pennsylvania, asking that no State may 
hereafter be admitted into the Union whose con- 
stitution does not expressly prohibit slavery 
within its limits; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. JONES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred the resolution of the Senate 
of the 27th February last, directing an inquiry 
into the expediency of granting to the widow or 
heirs of David Linn, a soldier in the war of 1812, 
five years half-pay, asked to be discharged trom 
the further consideration of the same which was 
concurred in. 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the bill to create the 
office of surveyor general of the public lands in 


| Oregon, and to provide for the survey of those 


lands, and make donations to the settlers thereon, 
reported back the same with sundry amendments, 
which were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. NORRIS, from the Committee of Claims, 
to which was referred the documents relating to 
the claim of Daniel D. T. Benedict, for certain 
pay and allowances, made an adverse report on 
the same; which was ordered to be printed. 


Mr. BUTLER asked the Senate to indulge him 


for a moment in taking up the bill to regulate the 
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fees antl costs to be allowed to clerks, marshals, 
and attorneys of the circuit and district courts of 
the United States, and for other purposes, his 
object being simply to propose certain amend- 
ments. 

The motion having been agreed to— 

Mr. BUTLER submitted a substitute for the 
bill, for the purpose of moving that it be printed. 

The motion was agreed to, and then the further 
consideration of the bill was postponed to a future 
day. 

GOLD COINAGE. 

The Senate, on motion of Mr. WEBSTER, 
proceeded to the consideration of the following 
resolution, which he submitted yesterday: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be instructed 
to inquire what measures it may be most expedient to 


adopt to facilitate and increase the gold cofnage of the United 
tates. 


Mr. WEBSTER. Mr. President, there are 
some important facts connected with the subject to 
which that resolution relates, which I propose to 
submit to the consideration of the Senate. 

It is known, sir, that, by an existing law re- 
specting the mint of the United States, a million 
of dollars in coin may be placed, and is usually 
placed, in the mint, under the direction of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, to be exchanged for bullion, 
in order to carry on the process of coining without 
delay or loss of time. There has been found lat- 
terly no small degree of inconvenience arising from 


the slow operation of the mint, or from other. 


causes, delaying the progress of coinage in a man- 
ner to be inconvenient, considering the quantity of 
bullion and gold dust now in the mint. Some time 
ago a bill came to this house from the other, au- 
thorizing an augmentation of the sum to be keptin 
the mint for the purposes of exchange, of from one 
to two millions. The bill was here referred to the 
Committee on Finance, and has not yet been re- 
ported from that Committee. I have understood, 
sir, that there was some objection, but I think not 
very considerable, and easily removed. Nothing, 
a far, has been done in the Senate upon that 
i. 

So much, sir, for what has been proposed in Con- 
TESS. 
roader. {tis known that great quantities of gold 

are now received from week to week, and from 
month to month, from California and other sour- 
ces, and that this gold dust and bullion is very likely 
to be sent to England for coinage, on account of 
the time consumed here before the bullion delivered 
to the mint can be redelivered to the owner in the 
shape of coin. It is known, sir, in the commer- 
cial world, that several instances have occurred 
where, upon the shipment. of California gold to 
England, the parties have been enabled to obtain 
a credit for the amount with the Bank of England 
within twenty-four hours after the arrival and de- 
livery of the bullion at Liverpool; and large 
amounts of bullion, as I learn from those well ac- 
quainted with the subject, are now beginning to be 
ordered directly from Chagres to England, for the 
purpose of being converted into coin speedily. 
Many of our traders to California have given di- 
rections to that effect, to send the gold dust when it 
comes to Chagres directly to England. The ex- 
pense of sending gold to England is supposed to be 
about one per cent.; and this is less than the amount 
of the loss by loss of interest to the party during the 
period in which the bullion remains uncoied in the 
mint of the United States. The mint does not seem 
to be competent, in the present supply of gold, to 
convert it into coin with any considerable degree 
of promptitude. Ido not blame the operators of 
the mint or the managers, but there seems to bean 
incompetent provision. I find, sir, by looking at 
the returns for the year ending the last of February 
or first of March, that there has been an accumula- 
tion of bullion in the mint of the United States to the 


amount of between $6,000,000 and $7,000,000. The | 


last two months, March and April, will carry that 
amount up to $7,000,000, and I have a letter before 


me from a person well acquainted with the sub- | 


ject, who thinks there can be hardly less than 
8,000,000 of bullion now in the mint. In addition 
to this, sir, it has been considered that there is 


But the whole subject is a great deal ! 


between eight and nine, probably close upon | 


$9,000,000 coined money in the Treasury and As- 
sistant Treasuries of the United States. Here, then, 
are 17,000,000 of bullion and coin withdrawn from 
the commercial uses of the country altogether. So 
great an abstraction from the specie of the country 


considerable inconvenience. 


| Orleans. 


jointly and severally. 


has produced, and tends still further to produce, 
T suppose, sir, that 
instead of $2,000,000, which the bill now in the 
hands of the committee proposes to have in the 
mint, to be exchanged for bullion, that the sum 
might very safely and appropriately, in the present 
condition of the Treasury, be extended to 4,000,- 
000; because that would leave $5,000,000 subject 
to the draft of the Treasury. The bullion should be 
coined atthe mint. I-suppose, sir, that in the pres- 
ent state of things, $5,000,000 or $6,000,000 in spe- 
cie, subject to the draft of the Treasury, would be 
enough to answer the current emergency of the 
Government. Now, my object is to draw the at- 
tention of the Senate, and especially of the Com- 
mittee on Finance, to this important matter. I 
think it is of much importance to our whole Atlan- 
tic coast, and especially to our commercial cities, 
that this accumulation of bullion in the mint should 
be avoided. It has two tendencies which should 
be avoided; one is, to invite the sending of that 
bullion to be coined in England; the other is, to 
accumulate as much bullion in the mint, together 
with the coined money in the Treasury of the Gov- 
ernment, as will, taken together, produce very con- 
siderable inconvenience in the mercantile opera- 
tions of the country. 

The honorable member from New York, who 
is chairman of the Committee on Finance, is now 
absent on the service of the Senate. I hope the 
other members of the committee will turn their at- 
tion to the subject, and when he shall return that 
they lose no time in recommending some measures 
to prevent the further increase of this evil. 

Mr. DOWNS. Iam glad the honorable Sena- 
tor froni Massachusetts has brought this subject to 
the attention of the Senate. [t isa matter in which 
the country is very deeply interested. I shall not 
now speak of the situation of the mint generally, 
but of that important branch of it situated in New 
Not only am I sensible of all the evils 
and disadvantages which the Senator has depicted 
as arising from the present state of coinage in the 
United States, but there are some facts connected 
with the mint at New Orleans which I wish to 
speak of in particular. This branch mint in New 
Orleans is one of great importance, in consequence 
of the great amount of gold which is landed there, 
and I think prompt action on the part of Congress 
necessary in regard to the subject. No stronger 
proof of the defect of the law, as it now exists, 
and of the difficulty of carrying on the operations 
of the mint, is needed than the extraordinary fact 
that at this very time, when office seeking is so 
common, there has been very great difficulty in 
getting individuals who are competent to fill the 
most important office in the mintat New Orleans— 
that of treasurer or assistant treasurer, It has 


‘been exceedingly difficult, and | do not know that 


the Government has even now accomplished it, and 
secured the services of a man who is competent to 
fill that office. So far fyom having removed any 


person from office there, the incumbent gave notice | 


some months ago of his intention to resign. The 
office was offered to several individuals, who would 
not accept it, because the salary was so totally in- 
adequate to the duties and the great responsibilities 
of that office. After some time the incumbent, 
having held the office as long as he considered con- 
venient, sent notice to the Government that from 
and after the first day of April he must close the 
office unless a successor should be appointed. A 
successor was not appointed and qualified in time. 
One was appointed, but, at the last account I had 
respecting the matter, he bad not qualified legally 
to enter upon his official duties; and [ fear there is 
some doubt whether he will qualify under the law 
as it now exists. 

As the law now is, a bond of some $200,000 is 
required, and the responsibilities are very great in 
consequence of the large amount of bullion depos- 
ited there. Notwithstanding this responsibility, 
creating the necessity of employing so many clerks 
and having to keep a set of books, and such vast 
sums of money, heis only paid the very small sal- 
ary—small any where, butespecially so in our coun- 
try, where salaries for such services are all larger 
than in other parts of the United States—of $2,500. 
In addition to that, there is a difficulty about the 
mode of giving the bond. The law now requires 
that all securities of officers shall bind themselves 
Now, when a bondis large, 
itis difficult to have it given in that way. For in- 
stance, where a bond is given to the amount of two 


hundred thousand dollars,: 


ly and severally, so given that each individual: shall: 
bind himself fora certain sum, not-beyond what he: 
is able to pay. . I think this.would.be fat-better for 
the Government. than to. have a joint aid several 
bond. given by the whole. There-is.a great diffi- 
culty in getting a legal. bond in this: case, and the- 
delegation from my State have felt so: much inter- 
est on this subject that the whole of them have been. 
pressing upon the officers of the Executive theim- 
portance of reducing the amount of the bond if.he 
felt authorized to do so. If it is not done, the mint, 
which has been closed for some time, must con- 
tinue closed till Congress shall act upon the sub- 
ject. e. 
There are not only these difficulties, but we have 
no place for the deposite of the revenue collected 
there while the office remains closed. The law re- 
quires that receipts. from the customs shall be de- 
posited there. A million‘of bullion is there which 
cannot be drawn out, because the former occupant 
of the office has resigned and -has locked up. the 
door, and no one now has any. business to meddle 
with it. I mention these facts that the committee 
may perceive the importance of taking up this sub- 
ject, and acting upon it with great promptness, and 
i hope they will also consider the importance of 
increasing the salary there. Perhaps the same 
may be requisite also elsewhere; but certainly at 
New Orleans it is. There is another considera- 
tion which is important to consider. There is not 
now at New Orleans a sufficient force to carry. on 
the necessary coinage. For instance, in the de- 
partment of assaying, though we have a gentleman 
there who is competent to do all that business when 
it is the ordinary business, now, when it is doubled, 
and perhaps quadrupled, it is impossible for him 
to do it fast enough. 1 would suggest whether it 
is not best to authorize the Secretary of the Treas- - 
ury to create such an additional force as’ is:neces- 
sary to carry on the coinage more rapidly, that. the 
bullion may not be kept thus locked up and outof 
circulation. Ithink the whole subject requires the 
early and prompt action of the committee, 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, the subject të 
which the Senators from Massachusetts and Lou- 


isiana have referred is one of great importance— 
a subject which has yet only been partially sub- 
mitted to the Committee on Finance. So much- 
as has been submitted to them has been already 
considered; and the result of their. labors willbe 
seen by bills now.on your tables—one for. reliev- 
ing the mints from the stirplus quantity of bullion 
by increasing their number; and there. has been 
reported a bill for the establishment of a mint. in 
the city of New York. We have also had notice 
of an amendment to be offered to that bill. for the 
purpose of establishing a mint in California. 

This, sir, would seem to be one of the readiest 
modes of diminishing the amount of bullion. The 
whole subject, should this resolution pass, will 
receive the earliest consideration and attention of 
the Committee on Finance... It is a matter, I 
know, in which the chairman, my friend from 
New York, {Mr. Dicxtyson,] who js now absent, 
takes a very great interest; and I am sure he will 
be very glad, immediately on his return, to call 
up the biil to establish a branch mint in New 
York. . 

Sir, there are, I am aware, difficulties attending 
this subject; but E was not aware of the difficulties 
to which the honorable Senator from Louisiana 
alluded. I did not know that there was. ahy-in- 
| sufficiency of salary, or any difficulty in-obtaining 
| persons to discharge the duties of the office for 
the compensation whizh: is. now given. 1f. these 
difficulties have occurred, that, too, is a matter 
that will engage the attention of the committee. 

I understand—though not from official sources, 
from one whois well acquainted with the officers 
of the mint in Philadelphia—that there has been 
some peculiar difficulty in separating the alloy 
| from the bullion which 1s brought from California; 
| some peculiar chemical difficulties, which may 
perhaps account for the slowness with which it is 
coined. But this is a matter into. which we have 
not yet inquired; and I have only to say, that I 
have no doubt that the Committee on Finance will 


take it into early and earnest consideration. 
Mr. COOPER, Mr. President, I have but a 
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word'to say or this subjéct. I have been in. cor- 
respondence with a very. well-informed géntleman 
iw Philadetphia on the subject-matter of this reso- /| 
lution; and that correspondence | shall take the | 
liberty of handing to the Committee on Finance. 

I shail'not say a word in reference to that branch | 
of the subject: which “has been under discussion. |; 
But. desire to say a word in reference to the ca- 
pacity’of the mint at Philadelphia to perform the 
work thatis necessary tobe done. It is true, as the 
honorable Senator from Virginia has remarked, that 
there has been some peculiar difficulty in separating 
the alloy from the gold. The mint has capacity 
to'eoin much more than is likely to be received 
from California or other quarters atany time. ~Ar- 
rangements are now being made which will greatly 
increase its-capacity in that respect; and’I will add 
that in the assayer’s office, where the difficulty 
has been which produces ‘the delay, there is like- 
wise means being taken to remedy the evil. From 
this forward, or from a short period from now for- | 
ward, the mint at Philadelphia will have the capa- | 
city to coin at the rate of $3,5:0,000 a month, at | 
the least, as Í am informed. And there is a com- 
munication now on the table of the Senate, or in 
the hands of the Committee on Printing, from the 
director of the mint there, which shows the capa- 
city of the mint to do all the coinage which will be 
required. Its capacity for this purpose is abundant, 
and more than abundant. Ihave stated this in 
order that the Senate may know that there is no 
want of ability in the mint at Philadelphia to per- 
form all the coinage that is necessary, or that will 
be necessary. 

The other branch of the subject referred to by 
the honorable Senator from Massachusetts, as I 
have remarked, has been treated of by a distin- 
guished gentleman of Philadelphia, thoroughly 
informed upon the subject; and he takes precisely, 
in one respect, at least, the same view of remedy- 
ing the difficulty as to the quantity of coin that is 
locked up in the mintin the hands of the sub-trea- 
gury, that he does, He suggests the same measure 
of relief that he does; and I will take the liberty to 
hand to the committee the letters. I am sure they 
are worthy of perusal, as they are from a practical 
man, who is every day engaged in commercial and 
Monetary transactions. 

* Mr. PEARCE. Mr. President, I concur en- 
tirely in all that has been said as to the importance 
of making provision for the prompt conversion of 
bullion into coin at the different mints of the 
United States. I only desire to add to what has 
fallen from the Senator from Virginia, that the 
subject has received some consideration from the 
Committee on Finance. A communication was 
before that committee from the Superintendent of 
the mint, stating two defects, going to show the 
inadequacy of the mint in its present condition to | 
do the work which is required. The steam ap- 


paratus, which has been very long in use, had || 


become deficient. lt was necessary to have new 
boilers, which, in the present condition of the 
building, could not be worked up to their capacity. 


| take the duties of the office. 


whether any initiative measures, looking ultimate- 
ly to the establishment of a branch mint in Cali- 
fornia, have been under consideration, so that, at 
least, the gold which is obtained from the mines in 
California may. be assayed there. | hope that that 
will be taken into consideration when this question 
comes up, inall its aspects and bearings, for the 
consideration of the committee. I apprehend, 
without knowing much about it, that it is the 
smaller holders of gold in. California that are sub- 
jected to considerable toss. Ihave heard so from 
newspaper report: The Government is not pre- 
pared, at this early day, to. put into operation a 


; branch mint there; but cannot some preliminary 


measures be taken, by which gold can be assayed 
to a proper degree of fineness, marked in bullion, 
so that holders may not be imposed upon? Will it 
| not be safer for transportation? . 

Originally, sir, 1 was one of the members of the 
| Senate that went into the policy of establishing 
branch mints. l thonght that at New Orleans 
vastly important; and I have thought for years the 
| establishment of a branch mint at New York was 
called for by the public. convenience; but, while E 
should feel well disposed to any measure matured 
| by experience, before [ should give my vote for 
any of these measures, I would be very much 
gratified to hear of some mode by which the small 
holders of gold in California may not be subjected 
to losses, which, though small individually, yet, 
in the aggregate, make up a considerable sum. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, the matter to 
which the Senator from North Carolina alludes, is 
one that will, of course, engage the attention of 
the Finance Committee. To some extent, I think 
the Senator’s suggestion has been anticipated by 
the notice which has been given by the Senator 
from Missouri, that he will offer an amendment 
| to this bill establishing a branch mint in California. 
1 suspect the only difference of opinion in relation 
to establishing something in California will be, 
| whether it should be a mint or an office of assay. 
There is some difference of opinion as to that 
point; but that something of the sort is necessary, 
all will agree. 

Mr. DAWSON. While Senators are making 
suggestions to the Committee on Finance, permit 
me to say a word. The Senator from Louisiana, 
{Mr. Downs] says there has been great embarrass- 
ment in taking care of the public funds at New 
Orleans—the revenues arising from the customs at 
that port—and it is said that no competent man 
i can be found to take charge of them, and give the 
i bonds which the Government requires. Now, 
while the committee is consideripg this question, 


| examine into our financial arrangements, and see 


| whether it would not be proper, under existing 


circumstances, to deposit the public funds, in 
some sections of the Union, in the banks. I 
understand that there is no sub-treasurer now in 
New Orleans, nor any onegwho is willing to under- 


those funds, I suggest that the committee examine 


A part of the structure was also so decayed by |) and see whether some amendment ought not to be 


ume that, although the boilers of the steam en- ji 


made to the existing law, so that, under certain 


gine were in good working order, the structure |! circumstances and in certain places, deposites may 


was too weak to sustain the pressure of the ap- 
paratus at its full power. The Committee on 
Finance, in view of these circumstances, intro- | 
duced appropriations in the deficiency bill, which | 
has passed this body, and is now in the House of || 
Representatives, to remedy that evil; and L un- 
derstand that, if these appropriations shall be ap- 
plied to their object, the efficiency of the mint will 
be so far increased that its capacity for coining 
money will be increased a hundred fold. 

Mr. WEBSTER, Ido not intend to extend 
my remarks on this subject. Gentlemen have 
spoken of the existing law as to deposits. Bat 
that is not now the important object to which the 
attention of the Senate has been called by my 
resolution, I have no doubt that the evil com- 
plained of by the honorable member from Louisi- i 
ana requires remedy. The office is a high and | 
responsible one. The bonds are very heavy, and | 
the salary is very small; but these are subjects 
which will come very fairly witain the consider- 
ation of the Committee on Finance, and i have ` 
not the least doubt that they will receive proper |! 
consideration at the hands of that committee, H 

Mr. MANGUM. I desire to learn from sqme | 
member of the Committee on Finance, whether |! 


| be made in the banks. i 
i| from Louisiana whether the funds of this country 


the subject has ever been considered in this aspect; į; 


{submit to the Senator 


wiil not be exceedingly safe in the Bank of the 
State of Louisiana, or in the Bank of New Or- 
leans; and whether, uader existing circumstances, 
it would not be prudent and proper, on the part of 
the Government, to make some arrangement so as 
to secure these funds better than they are now sc- 
cured? I concur most willingly with the Senator 
from Louisiana, that the salary of $2,500 will 
not induce anybody to take the responsibility of 
keeping the revenues derived. from customs and the 
receipts of the branch mint; but, under these cir- 


cumstances, it is the part of wisdom and the part į 


of sound policy to make as safe a deposit as can 


be made of the public money; and l submit to the | 


Committee on Finance whether it be not proper to 


examine seriously into the propriety of depositing | marks { made would have called forth those obser- 


the public. money in some of the banks. 
Mr. DOWNS. J must say, in reply to the 
Senator from Georgia, that, notwithstanding the 


money in the banks. 1 hope there will be a rem- 


the gentleman suggests, 


‘We have had in New 


would it not be exceedingly proper that they should |! 


For the safety of 


f : ) ? ii deposits in 
dificulties that exist with reference to the mint in || Government 
New Orleans, I am not convinced of the necessity || 
of a change in the law authorizing the deposit of | 


Orleans some serious lessons on the subject of 
banks. At one time there were as many as six- 
teen banks there. We have only three or four 
now, and sad experience has taught us a lesson, 
which I think will not soon be forgotten. Such 
has been the effect on the public mind there, that 
in the new constitution they have not only prohib- 
ited the creation of new banks, but have also pro- 
hibited the revival of the charters of any of the 
old ones; and so far is this feeling carried, that 
when the case of a bank was before the Legisla- 
| ture there, which has just closed its session, in 
i which, perhaps, more persons were interested 
| than in any other, and to whom the revival of its 
charter would have been of great benefit, when 
an opinion was given by some eminent members 
of the bar that it had not forfeited its charter, and 
| an act was passed in conformity with this opinion, 
yet so positive is the prohibition in the constita- 
tion, that the sanction of the Executive was with- 
held from it. Whatever opinion may prevail 
elsewhere with regard to the new principle against 
| the policy of banks,xs1 must call it, we in my 
| State’ consider deposits in them unsafe. The 
larger proportion of the banking business, the ex- 
change business, the deposit business, and other 
banking business in that city, has been as well 
done, and as much to the satisfaction of all con- 
cerned, as it was ever done by the banks; so that 
| we consider the problem completely solved, that, 
jin a city like New Orleans, where an immense 
| and active trade exists, and where the exchanges 
are immense, and transactions in every way are 
immense, it is not necessary to have the assistance 
| of banks, and that we have done as well withont 
i them. ; 

I am glad the gentleman has mentioned the sub- 
ject, because I have had a sort of impression—I 
hope itis not a correct one, but I must say the 
i gentleman’s suggestion has not removed it—that 
| there is not a disposition to correct the evils that 
i| exist in the mint and treasury system, but to allow 
i them to run on, They have been increased, I fear 
|; there is some reason to apprehend, in order that 
| the treasury system which has worked so well, 
imay be discontinued, and the old, demolished, 
if 
| 
| 


unhappy, fatal system of banking may be restored; 
and the idea that the funds of the Government and 
of individuals can be safe nowhere else butin banks 
| is about to be revived. If there is any plan of that 
kind in any branch of the Executive department 
of this Government, or any other department, Í 
tell gentlemen -now, beforehand, that it will meet 
| my most decided and emphatic hostility. Though 
my experience in relation to the banks of the 
country generally has been little, it happens that 
| My experience In the affairs of the banks of my 
own State is considerable. For a man of my ex- 
| perience in public life, I have had as good oppor- 
tunities of examining and seeing, inall their phases, 
the operations of the banks as any other public 
man, and I think that the sound judgment of the 
people of that State is decidedly against them. | 
therefore consider it my imperative duty not to 
| Sanction any course which will have a tendency to 
throw us back to the ideas and practice of former 
umes, The minds of the community have become 
enlightened on. the subject, and a change has taken 
place on the subject in most of the States, and 
jin some States banks are discarded altogether. 
iI am not disposed, in consequence of any evils 
| which may be apprehended, to go back to the old 
practice, nor do {think the Government of the 
United States ought to doit. As other Adminis- 
trations have had the means of carrying on the 
affairs of Government in spite of these evils, let us 
i try to get on with our present dificuities, as | hope 
| the present Administration may; but, however that 
| may be, I hope we shall not yield to this banking 
influence. Anxious as I am that the mint should 
go on at New Orleans, if it cannot be done without 
putting the funds into the banks again, I, for one, 
shall oppose it. 
Mr. DAWSON, 


I did not expect the few re- 


vations from my friend from Louisiana, He 
announced here, in the Senate, that the public 
New Orleans were unsafe; that the 
could get no one to take the control 
, and management of them; that instead of seeking 
| for the office, each one was trying to avoid it; that 


d nks. ) i the incumbent had, time after time, attempted to 
edy for these evils, in a diferent way from what | 


| resign it; that officially he gave the Government 
| notice that on and after the first of April he would 
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resign, and that there would be no officer to take 
charge of the public deposits. 
I rose in my-place to suggest the propriety of 
the Committee on Finance examining the subject, 
and seeing whether, in particular places, and under 
particular circumstances, the public safety did not 
require them to consider whether it would not be 
prudent to place the funds in banking institutions? 
Now, sir, where is the error in all that? Instead 
of meeting the issue, instead of coming up and | 
saying that we can geta man by increasing the | 
ealary to five thousand dollars, or, if that be not 
sufficient, to ten thousand ‘dollars, for a man com- 
petent to take charge of the business, he makes 
no suggestion of the kind, hut speaks of the pres- 
ent existing difficulty. When I ask the Commit- 
tee on Finance whether temporarily, under existing 
circumstances, in particular places, the public 
security does not demand that this money should 
be deposited in some banks or some place of secu- 
rity, he goes off on some of the old party issues. 
Sir, that was not the object Í had in view in 
making these suggestions. It was to lead to some 
practical and beneficial result, with a view to se- 
cure the public interest and the public funds. | 
Now, where is the impropriety in all this? And 
Í submit to him, notwithstanding his experience | 
in banking institutions, notwithstanding they have 
become so exceedingly unpopular in his State, I 
venture the prediction that if he had a larger 
amount of money than he would desire to carry | 
about his person, he would prefer depositing it in 
a bank rather than with an individual. Now, 


where isthe harm of the Government doing, under || 


existing circumstances, in New Orleans precisely 
what any wise man would do under the same cir- 
cumstances? Why should this suggestion create 
difficulties? Why should it revive party questions 
on old issues? As I understand the present dif- 
ficulty, in the event of this Congress adjourning 
without action én the subject, and the moncy be | 
left without provision being made for its security, 
what would be said of the protection of the public 
interests? Now, I repeat, that it is the part of | 
wisdom, and of duty, if the public money accu- 
mulates to the amount of one, two, or three mil- 
lions, with nobody to take care of it, no bond to 
protect it from the hagds of individuals, to make 
some other arrangement. And. shall we be di- 
verted from this duty by party issues, which are 
dead, and I hope buried? Certainly not. Itis 
not my practice, nor my course, to create issues. 
Here is an immediate necessity, calling for imme- | 
diate attention, and I merely suggested to the 
Committee on Finance to make some provision to 
meet temporary inconveniences. If the so called 
“ sub-treasury system” should be found to work 
well, I will lend my aid at all times to improve it, 
and to test its capacity for carrying on the finan- 
cial operations of this Government. But the mo- 
ment I discover it is incompetent to discharge these 
high duties, I will abandon it, and go against it. 
Mr. HUNTER. The committec will doubtless 
consider whatever the Senate may submit to them 
for their consideration; and not only that, but they 
will receive with respect any suggestions which 
individual Senators may make to them. 
seems to me that, although the Senator from i 
Georgia did not intend to raise this old party 
question, yet the suggestion he made could have 
no other tendency. How. could we make a de- ; 
posit in a bank without at once departing from | 
the sub-treasury system, and acknowledging that 
the policy which we believe has worked so well | 
should be departed from? It will take much less 
time to improve the present system, and remedy 
the evils that exist under it, than to make an entire 
change; and I have no doubt that a remedy may 
be made with much less trouble than to undertake 
to alter the whole system of finance; indeed, I 
have no doubt it may be so remedied that it will 
work admirably, and I hope the Congress of the 
United States will be found willing to apply this 
remedy. It seems to meto be a small matter, and 
one that can easily be remedied by legislating on 


But it |! 


| lish an office of assay in California; and itis a 


i Without any considerable delay. But for the | 


| timely action on the part of the Government. 


i quence of the nature of the law, but in conse- 


that my resolution now under consideration re- 
spects simply the increase of the operations of the 
mint. [should be very unwilling to be drawn 


into the discussion at this time of any of the ques- 
tions respecting the general financial operations of 
the country, modifications ofthe sub-treasury plan, 
Here isa present existing evil; | 


or anything else. 
of considerable magnitude, and easily remedied i 
The law provides a remedy for it toa certain | 
extent. 
it receives the sanction of the Government, can be | 
adopted immediately, and that is to increase the | 
quantity of coin in the mint to be exchanged for | 
bullion. Another, at the suggestion of the hon- 


orable member from North Carolina, is to estab- | 


i 
thing which can be done, and ought to be done 


present I trust we shall confine our attention to 
the subject of coin, as that is the immediate ques- | 
tion before us, and is one which I think requires 


Mr. DOWNS. I certainly, Mr. President, had 
no intention of charging the gentleman from 
Georgia with unnecessarily bringing before the 
Senate the old question to which he referred; but 
l think he will, when he considers the matter, come 
to she conclusion that he has made a remark which 
was uncalled for. It is true, there has been diffi- 
culties in the mint at New Orleans, but Lam not 
sure that they cannot be remedied, temporarily at 
least, without legislation. The Secretary of the | 
Treasury had notice Jong ago that this officer of 
the mint intended to resign, and that if no successor 
was pe he should close the office on the 
last of March. 

Notwithstanding that, sir, no appointment was 
made until thetime had expired. Of course some de- 
lay was necessarily incurred before the officer could 
qualify so as to fill his place. That appointment has 
been made some ten days or more. Other difficul- 
ties are in the way, which | think might have been 
removed. The Government was assured before- 
hand that the person could not and would not give 
bond above a certain amount. There is a discre- 
tionary power resting with the Secretary of the 
Treasury to fix these bonds at a certain amount. 
The whole delegation of Louisiana afew days ago 
recommended that, for temporary purposes, this 
amount should be reduced. That has not been 
done; the office of the treasurer of the mint is shut 


| up, doubtless with a view to protect the public in- 


terest; but still, sir, it must be said, and I wish to 
say it, that the mint is not now closed in conse- 


quence of the inaction of the Government here. 
Ido not throw any censure upon them; it is per- | 
haps out of abundant caution; .still the great | 
complaint which I get in letters is, that there is 
want of action here. 

Now, Mr. President, although I am not disposed 
to be very suspicious, yet, laboring under feelings 
of this kind, 1] must suppose, frum the suggestion 


of the Senator from Georgia, that there was a dis- 
position to abandon the sub-treasury system, and 
return to the old system of banking. That part of 
the gentleman’s observations, however, I think 


a particular bill. 
Mr. WEBSTER. The Senate will observe 
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have been well answered by the Senator from 
Virginia, [Mr. Hunrer.] The remedy which I 


propose is, that the salary of the officer shall be in- |! 


creased. This will not require a very large sum. 
Perhaps four or five thousand dollars would secure 
the services of an officer who would discharge all 
the duties of the office; that could easily be 
adopted. 

In the mean time I must say, and I regret to say 
it, that I do not consider the public fands safe in 
New Orleans now, because there is no legal place 
of deposit. But that is not the fault of the law; 
the fault lies elsewhere. If the subtreasurer of the 
mint had been appointed in due season, and then, 
when it was found impracticable that he should | 
give his bond in the way prescribed, the modifica- 
tion had been made, the evil of a vacancy would 
have been remedied. But this was not done, and 
as long as it was not done, and the evil exists, I 
wish it to be understood that the evil lies here. 


One part of the proposition certainly, if | 


H 


controversy on this subject; but it is said that t 
fault is somewhere, and it is implied that it i 
the office of the Treasury. Now, ‘there ison 
proposition, suggested by way of a remedy. As 
the amount of the deposits in the subtreasury’ at 
New Orleans increases, the Senator from Louisiana 
proposes to diminish the bonds. T thought that; 
as the amount increased, we should increasé the 
security by bond; but here it is held asa charge 
| against the Government that they have not dimin- 
| ished the bond. Now, I submit, in propriety and 
| justice to all men and all parties, whether, if the 


|! present Administration had diminished that bond, 


and there had been a failure or defalcation, it would 
not have been said that the Administration had 
acted incorrectly, and that they ought to have 
increased the bond, in their. discretion, as-thë 
amount of deposits increased? “Whatis'a bond of 
$50,000 for the sake of two and a halfmilliona:? 
What is a bond of: $200,000 to a deposit of 
$3,000,000, which is often found thefe? And yet 
the fault is somewhere, because the bond was not 
diminished from $200,000 down, so as to induce 
somebody to accept the office. The object of the 
law is to secure the public funds. ae 

It is said that the fault'is somewhere. Really 
iit seems to me there is a great want of mag- 
nanimity and liberality toward this Government. 
It is said that this Government was notified that 
the incumbent of that office, the subtreasurer in 
the city of New Orleans, would absolutely resign 
from and after the last day of March, and that 
there must be a new appointment by.the Gove 
ernment, but that it was not made. Now, sir, 
before we make charges calculated to. impute a 
want of energy or a want of attention to public 
duties by the public agents, whether the Presi- 
dent or others, we ought to understand precisely 
the condition and the grounds upon which we are 
| acting. The President of the United States made 
the nomination about the middle of March, and 
sent it to us for confirmation. Whose fault was 
it, then, that the nomination of the President. 
was not taken up and acted upon in time? He has 
discharged his duty. The fault is here with us. 

Mr. DOWNS, Will the gentleman allow 
to state that I did not know when. the nomination: 
was sentin. As soon as it was mentioned to me 
by the chairman of the Committee on Finance, I 
took the first moment that I could to urge that 
it be taken up. ; 

Mr. DAWSON. I have no doubt the Presi- 
dent discharged his duty with ability and. pro- 
priety. All that I claim is that justice should be 
done to others as well as to him. The noinina- 
tion was sent in about the 15th of March, and was 
not taken up till the 10th of April; and yet the 
i fault is somewhere, and it must go before the 
country that this Administration did not take meas- 
ures to fill the vacancy, and is censurable in the 
judgment of the people, when the Chief Magis- 
trate has not only discharged his duty expedi- 
tiously, but remarkably so, and the fault is with 
us; with which part of us it is not for me to say. 
All I want is to have the world know what we 
are at; and when we go wrong, whether it be my __ 
party or the othgr, let the world and our con- 
stituency understand it; and when we act right, 
let justice be done, whether the action be thatof 
Whigs or Democrats. 

One word further. 


The President “has, we 


| know, a heart that is honest, a resolution that is 


firm, and a patriotism that urges him nobly to the 
discharge of every duty incumbent upon him, to 
| the best of his powers and ability; and when we 
| undertake to.censure him, we ought to look care- 
fully, because when an honest man like him, sim- 
ple and unadulterated by the influence of party, 
which we have all acted under for years, acts, he 
will act right, and will discharge his duty when 
he knows there isa duty to be performed. 

He has done’ his duty here, and in due time; 
and. when it is said the fault is somewhere, let us 
take.it to ourselves; for the fault is in this body. 
Let not the Executive be blamed; and [am sure 
that the Senator from Louisiana, if he understood 


i 


818 


opin 


`. THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


all the facts in.the case, would be the last man to 
indulge in any remarks from which there might be 
drawn any supposition unfavorable to. the conduct 
of.the-Executive.. <2 

. Mr. DOWNS. Iam not disposed to be eriti- | 
cal; but-it seems to me the course of the Senator 
from Georgia verifies the scriptural assertion, that 
‘the wicked flee when no man pursueth.” I 
have not been pursuing the President. I believe 
everything the Senator from Georgia says of the 

arity, firmness, and integrity of the President. 
Paid not make the remarks that F have with a 
view of attacking anybody; but gentlemen must 
recollect that this is a matter in which my constit- 
tents have a particular interest, and one that they 
are daily calling on me to try to remedy, and I have 
been exerting myself, not.in a spirit of opposition 
and fault-finding, but in a way to remedy the evil 
if possible. land the other members of the dele 
gation from my State have advised—though they 
may have stepped out of their way in advising this 
particular course—but they have, I believe, ad- 
vised that a reduction of these bonds should be 
made; and they believe that this is the only way 
to remedy. the evil. 

Mr. President, I hope the gentleman will not 
consider me as making any attack on the Admin- 
istration. I thought] was proceeding in the most 
conciliatory way in the whole transaction. My- 
gelf and others who have been appealed to, have 
been trying to act in concert in removing this evil; 
but it has not been removed, and I choose to let 
the public know héw it stands. lt is not my fault. | 
The gentleman says it would be acting improperly 
to diminish the bond at this time. I think it is 
not a question of the diminution of the bond, but 
it is a question whether there shall be any bond at 
allor not; for, as the law now stands with respect 
to the collector, the amount of the bond does not 
cover the large amounts received by him in New 
Orleans. ‘The collector has now no place of de- | 

osit for the amount received by him, and he must | 

eep it, while he gives no bond for its security. 
The question is not whether a bond of $50,000 is 
sufficient, but whether it is not better to have that 
than none at all. I think it is better to have the | 
public interest covered by a bond of $50,000 than 
not to have any, as the case now stands. I be- 
lieve the bond can be increased, and if a provision 
were made so as not to require joint and several 
securities, | think it can be increased to any desir- 
able or necessary extent; but it cannot be done as 
the law now stands, and I have been trying to im- 
press this upon the department. 

J do not know exactly the day when the nomi- 
nation for this office was sent in by the President, 
but that gentleman knows, and all the Senate | 
know, that there never has been adelay here when 
any emergency required immediate action; but all į 
nominations have been acted upon at the earliest 
possible day. I repeat again, that when this nom- 
ination was mentioned to me it was called up on 
the first succeeding day when there was an Execu- 
tive session. If the nomination was sent in as 
early as the gentleman says—the: Executive De- 

artment knowing the emergency, and the mem- 

ers of Congress not knowing it—if the least inti- 
mation had been made to us that the nomination 
had been sent in, I should have moved for imme- | 
diate action, and I have no doubt every member | 
would have been ready to act upon it at once. 
None of the delegates from my State were aware | 
of it till some days had elapsed after the nomina- 
tion was made. I was perfectly correct, then, in 
my remark, which I made in nowpirit of censure, 
and l believe the Secretary of the Treasury had a į! 
correct view of the matter. I made the remarks | 
which I did because I wished to have the subject | 
known precisely as it is. 

The resolution was then adopted. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I ask the Senate to take up | 
and dispose of a bill, which stands as No. 23 on 
the calendar, entitled a bill granting the right of | 
way, and making a donation of land to the State |) 
of Illinois, in aid of the construction of the Cen- !! 
tral Railroad. It is a bill which has heretofore i 
passed this branch of Congress; and I therefore || 
apprehend it will not consume more than a few 
minutes of the time of the Senate. 

Mr. MANGUM. My experience in legislation į 
has taught me, that it facilitates business by taking || 
up the bills in the order in which they are found | 


on the calendar. I hope, therefore, that this mo- H 


i from that quarter. 


i the Speaker be so good as to state what is the 


! made what they ought to be. 


tion will not prevail. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. Will thé Senator permit me 
to repeat, that inasmuch as this subject has already 
engaged the attention of the Senate, it will not con- 
sume much of its time. I should be glad if the 
Senator would withdraw his objection. 

Mr. MANGUM. I withdraw my objection. | 

Mr. RUSK. I dislike very much to object, but 
it has become absolutely necessary, before any- 
thing else is done, that some provision should be 
made for the execution of the printing of the 
Senate. 

Mr: BADGER. That is right. ; 

Mr. RUSK. It seems to me that that should 
be our first business. : 

Mr DOUGLAS. If there isa general desire, 
in the Senate to proceed to the consideration of 
that business, I will withdraw my motion. 

Mr. FOOTE. Itis very necessary that the 
Senate should proceed to the consideration of some 
Executive business. I make that motion. 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of Executive business, and after some time spent 
therein, the doors were reopened, and the Senate 
adjourned. 
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The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


INVESTIGATION—-SECRETARY EWING. 


Mr. STANLY rose, and said that he asked 
the unanimous consent of the House to offer a | 
resolution in reference to the select committee 
heretofore appointed under the resolution of the | 
gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Ricnarpson.] 

The resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the select committee appointed on the 
motion of tite gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Ricuarpson,] 
to inquire and report “ what persons in office, by appoint- 
‘ment of Thomas Ewing, Secretary of the Iuterior, are cor- 
í respondents of newspapers ; their salaries, and what papers 
‘they edit or write for,” be also instructed to inguire and 
report to this House “what persons holding office under 
the last Adusinistration, as clerks in any of the public offices, 
auditors, heads of bureaus, Commissioner of Patents, or 
Assistant Postmaster General, were correspondents of news- 
papers, wrote for or edited newspapers; their salaries and 
compensation for the same; and who, in particular, was the 
author of certain party essays signed ‘Bundlecund,’ and 
what office be then held. 

And aiso, whether, during the last canvass for the Pres- 
ideney, any of the above-named officers absented themselves 
from their offices and official duties to make speeehes and 
public addresses against the election of General Taylor. 

And also, whether the above-named officers, or any of 
them, during said canvass, were called upon or required to 
subscribe or pay money for an electionecring fund against 
General ‘l'aylor, and at whose instance this was done. 


The resolution having been read— 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, rose and objected, } 


remarking that he was opposed to the reception of 
any such trash. 

Mr. STANLY. The objection comes with a 
good grace from the party who professed to be 
anxious for investigation. This objection proves 
that they are opposed to a fair investigation. 


Mr. JOHNSON. I object to any such trash 


Mr. STANLY. If it is “trash,” it is such 
matter as the gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. 
Jounson] can appreciate. 

Mr. KAUFMAN rose, he said, to make an jin- | 
quiry. He desired to be informed whether this į 
was not the same resolution which had been ob- 
jected to on a former occasion by the gentleman 
from Georgia, [Mr. Toomss/] N 

Mr. STANLY. No; it is not the same. | 

Tbe SPEAKER, (interposing.) Objection hav- | 
ing been made, the resolution is out of order, and | 
all remarks in relation to it are out of order. | 

Mr. OUTLAW rose and addressed the Chair. 
` Mr. WENTWORTH, (to the Speaker.) Will 


regular order of business? | 


on Military Affairs, by Mr. Ewine, to give such 
a construction to the acts of 1847 and 1849, giving 
| bounty lands and extra pay to the soldiers in the 
Mexican war, as will enable all those who have 
not been discharged for delinquency of duty to re- 
ceive such bounty land and extra pay. 

The state of the question was this: 

A motion had been made by the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Vivron,] to refer the said joint resolu- 
tion to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

And on that motion the gentleman from Ten- 
i nessee (Mr. Ewine] had demanded the previous 
| question. 

Pending which motion the House had passed to 
the special order of the day. 

And the question now recurred, and was stated, 
on the demand for the previous question. 

The SPEAKER stated that the effect of the pre- 
vious question, if sustained, would be to bring the 
House to a vote, first, on the motion to refer the 
joint resolution to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and, failing that motion, 
i on the engrossment of the resolution. 

The question was then taken’on the demand for . 
the previous question, and there was a second. 

And the main question (being first on the refer- 
ence of the resolution to the Committee of the 
| Whole on the state of the Union} was ordered to 
be now taken. 

After a brief conversation between Mr. Ewine 
and the Speaker— f 

The question was put to the House. 

Mr. ROOT called for tellers. 

Mr. JONES demanded the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered. - 

Mr. ASHE called for the reading of the resola- 
tion; which was again read. 

Mr. BROOKS desired to be informed by the 
| Speaker, whether the resolution had been printed ? 
| The SPEAKER said, the resolution had been 
reported yesterday, and had not been printed. 
| Mr. BROOKS inguired, whether there was any 
reportaccompanying the resolution, from the Com- 
| mittee on Military Affairs? 

The SPEAKER said, there was no report. 

Mr. BROOKS addressed a further inquiry to the 
Chair, which was not heard by the reporter, but 
which was understood to be, whether an amend- 
ment would be in order? 

The SPEAKER said, no amendment would now 
be in order, begguse the previous question had 
been ordered. . 

The question, ‘* Shall this joint resolution be re- 
ferred to the Committee of she Whole on the state 
of the Union,” was then taken and decided in the 
affirmative--yeas 105, nays 58; as follows: 
| YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Andrews, Averett, 
| Baker, Bayly, Bennett, Bingham, Bocock, Booth, Bowlin, 
Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Buel, Burrows, Burt, C. Butler, 
ft. B. Butler, J. P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, 
Chandler, Clarke, Clingman, W. R. W. Cobb, Conger, 
t Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Doty, 


|i Dunham, Durkee, Featherston, Fowler, Freediey, Gerry, 


Giddings, Goodenow, Gould, Halloway, Hammond, Hay- 
mond, Hebard, Henry, Hibbard, Howard, Howe, Hubbard, 
3. W. Jackson, W. T. Jackson, Andrew Johnson, Kaufman, 
Kerr, D. P. King, G. G. King, James G. King, J. A. King, 
| P. King, Lefer, Mason, Matteson, McDowell, McKis- 
sock, McLanahan, McWilbie, Millson, Moore, Morehead, 
Morton, Nelson, Orr, Otis, Peck, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, 
Risley, Robbins, Rockwell, Root, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, 
} Shepperd, Silvester, Spantding, Sprague, A. H. Stephens, 
Strong, Taylor, Thurman, Toombs, Cuderhill, Van Dyke, 
Vinton, White, Wildrick, Wilson, Winthrop, and Wood- 
ward—105, 

NAY3S—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Bay, Bissell, Bowdon, 
| Boyd, W. J. Brown, Jos: Cable, Dimick, Disney, Dunham, 
A, Evans, Ewing, Fitch, Hall, Hamilton, Haralson, Harlan, 
Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Tuomas L. Harris, 
Hoagiand, Holliday, Inge, R. W. Johnson, Jones, La Sére, 
Littiefetd, Job Mann, McClernand, McDonald, Robert M, 
Mebane, McQueen, Miter, Morse, Olds, Peaslee, Phelps, 
| Potter, Powell, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Fred. P. Stanton, 
R. H. Stanton, Stetson, Sweetser, Thomas, Jas. Thompson, 
J. B. Thompson, William Thompson, Waiden, Wallace, 
Watkius, Welborn, Wentworth, Williams, and Wood—-59, 


The SPEAKER stated that the regular order of 
business of the morning hour, was the joint reso- | 
lution reported yesterday from the Committee on | 


Military Affairs, giving construction to certain |i 


pension laws. 5 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Well, I am opposed 
to this one-man power, but I want to see it exer- 
cised until the rules of the House shall have been 


l 
s 
PENSIONS. | 

The SPEAKER then announced the regular | 
business of the morning hour, being the joint res- | 
olution reported yesterday from the Committee | 


So the resolution was referred to the Committee 


i} of the Whole on the State of the Union. 


| The SPEAKER then proceeded with the call of 
the committees for reports, commencing where the 
call had been yesterday suspended, with the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. RICHARDSON from the Committee on 
Military Affairs,to which was referred the petition 


! 
|. of the citizens of Cumberland county, Pennsylva- 
| nia, and officers of the ten additional regiments 
| who served in Mexico, reported a bill to amend 
| the act entitled “ An act to provide for the pay- 
) ment of horses and other property lost or des- 
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troyed in the military service of the United States,” 
approved March 3d, 1849; which was read a first 
and second time by its title, and referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the State of 
the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. R. also, from the same committee, to which 

was referred the petition of Wm. H. Hubbard, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of the Virginia. Woollen 
Company; which was read a first and second time 
by its title, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and with the report accompanying, ordered 
to be printed, : 
_ Mr. CHANDLER; from the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs, made an adverse report on the peti- 
tion of Wm. H. Ker; which was ordered to lie on 
the table and be printed. : 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, from the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, reported a bill for the re- 
lief of William Speiden; which was read a first and 
second time by its title, referred toa Committee of 
the Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 


THE FRANKLIN EXPEDITION. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, from the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, reported a joint resolu- 
tion to authorize the President of the United 
States to accept and attach to the navy the two 
vessels offered by Mr. Henry Grinnell, of New 
York, to be sent to the Arctic seas in search of Sir 
Jobn Franklin and his companions, 

i he joint resolution was read a first time by its 
title. 

: Me JOHNSON, of Arkansas, rose and ob- 
jected. 

Mr. BAYLY. I move that the resolution be 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution has not yet 
been read a second time.. The gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. Sranron] proposes that this joint 
resolution be now put upon its engrossment. The 
resolution will therefore be read through, 

“And the joint resolution having been read— 

Mr. STANTON said he desired to say one 
word in relation toit. It wasthis: If these vessels 
were to be placed under the conttol of the rules 
and regulations of the naval service of the United 
States, (which was the principal object of the reso- 
tution,) it was importantthat the resolution should 
be passed immediately, because the vessels were 
to put to sea in a few days. 

Mr. JONES (interposing) desired, he said, to 
be informed what amount was to be paid for these 
vessels when they returned? 

Mr. STANTON. In reply to the question of 
my colleague I will state, that nothing is to be paid 
for the vessels, either before or after their return. 
The character of the gentleman who proposes to 
send out the expedition, and the circumstances 
under which the proposition is made to the Gov- 
ernment, are certainly such as should convince 
every liberal-minded man that no such claim will 
ever be made. But I have no objection that an 
amendment to that effect should be inserted in the 
resolution. he only expense to which the Gov- 
ernment will be subjected, if any, will arise from 
furnishing about thirty seamen, and a few officers 
belonging to the navy, who have already volun- 
teered to go on this service. The resolution will 
add nothing to the appropriations; it will add noth- 
ing to the number of men in the service. It will 
merely take a portion of the present force which 
is not necessary for any other purpose. 

Mr. BAYLY said, that before he took his seat 
it was his intention to move that the resolution be 
laid upon the table. If this Government (con- 
tinued Mr. B.) is to embark in a wild-goose chase 
of this description, let it do so in a proper manner. 

Several Vorces. Call for the yeas and nays on 

our motion, . 

Mr. BAYLY, (continuing.) Isay, that if we 
must embark in a wild-goose chase, such as is here 
contemplated, let us do it in a way becoming the 
nation, and not by mixing ourselves up with these 

rivate enterprises. I move that the resolution be 
aid upon the table. 

Mr. BROOKS appealed to the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. Bayzy] to withdraw the motion, 
to enable him (Mr. B.) to say a very few words. 

Mr. BAYLY hesitated. 

Mr. BROOKS said, he hoped the gentleman 
would withdraw the motion: aoe 

Mr. BAYLY said, his friends around him in- 
sisted on his adhering to it. 


| read, and he objected. 


| gative—yeas 70, nays 99; as follows: 


i over them the protection of its flag, and give them 


| return is, the discipline, the aid of your navy. 


4 


‘Mr. BROOKS. Does. the gentleman withdraw- 
the motion? 

Mr. BAYLY declined to withdraw. 

Mr. STANLY demanded the yeas and nays on 
the motion that the resolution be laid upon ‘the 
table; which were ordered. 

Mr. FULLER called for the reading of the res- 
olution. 

The SPEAKER said that the resolution had 
been once read, but that if no objection was 
made it would be read again. If objection was 
made, the question must be put to the House. 
Was there any objection? 

Mr. McLANE said, the resolution had been 


So the question was put to the House, and hav- 
ing been decided in the negative, | 

The resolution was not again read. 

The question, “Shall this resolution be laid upon 
the table?” was then taken, and decided in the neg- 


YEAS~—Messrs. Alhertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bayly, 
Bingham, Bissell, Bowlin, Boyd, Breck, Albert G. Brown, 
William J. Brown, Joseph Cable, W. R. W. Cobb, 
Coleock, Disney, Dunham, Ewing, Featherston, Fuller, 
Gerry, Gorman, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Haratson, 
Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, 
Hibbard, Holliday, Howard, Hubbard, Joseph W. Jackson, 
Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Preston King, 
Lefer, Littlefield, Mason, McClernand, McDonald, Me- 
Dowell, Miller, Mitlson, Olds, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, 
Potter, Powell, Richardson, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Alex- 
ander H. Stephens, Stetson, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob 
Thompson J. B. Thompson, William Thompson, Toombs, 
Wallace, Watkins, Welborn, Wildrick, aud Wood—70. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alien, Alston, Baker, Bennett, Bocock, 
Booth, Bowdon, Briggs, Brooks, Buel, Burrows, Chester 
Butter, T. B. Butler, J. P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, 
Chandler, Clarke, Cleveland, Olingan, Conger, Conrad, 
Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Dimmick, Dixon, Doty, 
Duer, Duncan, Durkee, Fitch, Fowler, Freedley, Giddings, 
Goodenow, Gould, Halloway, Harlan, Wavmoud, Hebard, 
Henry, Hoagland, Howe, Inge, Julian, Kerr, Daniel P. 
King, George G. King, Jolin A. King, La Sére, Job Mann, 
Matteson, McGaughey, McKissock, McLanahan, Robert M. 
MeLane, McQueen, MeWillie, Moore, Morehead, Morse, 
Morton, Nelson, Orr, Otis, Outlaw, Pitnan, Putnam, Reed, 
Risley, Robbins, Rockwell, Root, Rumsey, Sackett, Scher- 
merhorn, Shgpperd, Silvester, Spautding, Sprague, Stanly, 
Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Strong, Taylor, 
Thurman, Tack, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Walden, 
White, Williams, Wilson, and Winthrop—99. 


So the House decided that the resolutiou,should 
not be laid upon the table. 

Mr. BROOKS then obtained the foor. Hesaid | 
he desired to say a very few wordsin explanaiton 
of these resolutions, and he wouid be very brief. 
The object of this expedition was not to obtain 
ee from the Government, as had been insinu- |! 
ate 

Several Memprrs. Not now! not now! 

Mr. BROOKS. No, not now, nor hereafter. 
The projector of the expedition, (Mr. Henry 
Grinnell,) impelled by the highest impulses that 
could move a man, proposed to fit out two vessels, 
costing, as he understood, some $30,000 and over, 
and to fit them out at his own expense, asking 
of the Government nothing, save that it extend 


} 
i 
i 
i 
\ 
| 
| 
| 


the discipline of its navy. No money was asked 
for now, and Mr. Grinnell was not the man who, 
while contributing thus liberally for a philan- 
thropic and national object, would ask anything of 
Congress hereafter. What was wanted of Con- 
gress now, with the protection and sanction of its 
flag, was the discipline of its navy. It was feltand 
known, that a private vessel, with sailors enlisted 
only under our mercantile Jaws, as for the mer- 
cantile marine, could not have that discipline on 
board—that salutary and efficient government, 
which might be necessary in high northern lati- 
tudes, under the most trying cireumstances in 
which human beings might be placed. To pre- |! 
vent mutiny—to enforce law—to compel, if neces- |) 
sary, self-sacrifice—the discipline and government H 

i 


of the navy were wanted; and it was unwise, if |; 
not unsafe, to send two vessels to the Arctic seas |; 
for the purposes conte'rplated, with only the dis- j 
1 
i 
H 


cipline of the mercantile marine to govern them. 
The distinguished merchant, the starter of this 
expedition, who so generously—nay, so gloriously i) 
—opened his own parse-strings, and who was || 
doing for his country what his country ought to |! 
do for itself, had no dishonorable nor selfish pur- i 
poses to gratify, “ now nor hereafter.” Hecomes | 


to you, and offers to share with you all the glory | 
and honor of this expedition; and ali he asks in | 
| 


The princely merchants of New York, whose j 
hearts are as liberal as his, and whose conceptions | 


of national duty are as exalted ashi 
I doubt not, to: contribute -more - 
means, if desired; but there is-asked: 
what no money can give—no. liberality,-ever 
princely, can. contribute—and that \is,-the-prote 
tion. of your flag—the discipline of: your nev: 
While other nations are sending out. their ex 
tions to this continent, to rescue -a gallant British 
sailor and his crew from the. horrors. of. Arctic’ 
starvation, their feelings are warmed up, their: 
ideas of American honor are aroused, and: th 
stand ready, [ doubt not, to open their pursés as 
freely as water runs, if necessary; but they can: 
do nothing well—they can do nothing’ satisfacto- 
rily and surely—without your coöperation: and 
for that coöperation, Mr. Grinnell offers to’ share 
with you all the honor and glory. Win you re~ 
fuse it? Can you jook other nations in. the face 
if you. do, and let them have all. the honor of ex- 
ploring even your own North American continent? 
But, says the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
Bayty,] “its all, or only, a wild-goose chase !?? 
Well, it may be. It may be, and perhapsis; but 
I do not know by what wonderful foreknowledge, 
by whatamazing second sight; or by whatastonish-. 
ing power of divination, the gentleman from Virgis 
nia has come to this sudden conclusion. ‘To ascer= 
tain and setile whether there is, or is not, a-south- 
west passage, has been a problem all mankind has. 
been trying to solve for a century; but if the gen-: 
tleman from Virginia is all right, and it is “a wild 
goose chase,” why, the problem is solved, and 
there is no use to talk and write any more. about 
it, unless it is worth the while, for the sake of 
humanity, to rescue Sir John Franklin and his 
sailors from starvation. I am afraid, however, 
that all mankind, and especially that portion whom 
I represent, will not acquiesce in the judgement of 
the gentleman from Virginia, and will be as earn- 
est as ever to solve the problem, and to rescue the | 
officers and sailors in the Arctic sca. But if this 
is “a wild-goose chase,” what was the Dead sea 
expedition ?—which was far from our own conti-: 
nent; and which had no useful, no humane, no” 
charitable purpose; but which, nevertheless, grati» ` 
fied and satisfied every reader of the Bible, every, 


Se 


student of Christian topography, and which highs: 


ly honored the country; or what was the explor-. - 
ing expedition? But this is an expedition which 
humanity invokes, which science calls for, which . 
continental pride demands from you, and you 
alone of all other nations, and an expedition, that’ 
costs you nothing, save the. honor of your flag, 
and the aid of the discipline of your navy. T 
should blush, if I did not see by the. vole 
en, that your aid would not be refused. 
Mt. B. having concluded— - ; vee ‘ 
Mr. SAVAGE said he was not willing that gen- 
tlemen from New York should have all the honor” 
of this expedition. He desired to offer an amend- 
ment, which he would send to the Clerk’s table, 
The amendment was read, as follows: ` 
Resolved, That, in consideration of the aid granted by this 
resolution, the expedition be required to visit“ Round Is- 
land,” in the Gulf of Mexico, and report what has become 
of the persons lately assembled there. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania; rose ‘and ` 
addressed an inquiry, or aremark, to the Chair, 
of which nothing could be heard by the reporter. 
But he was understood to indicate his intention to, 
offer a resolution to terminate all debate in Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union on’ 
the census bill, to-morrow at two o’clock, 

Mr. WINTHROP rose to a point of order, 
which, he was understood to say, he was afraid 
might be overlooked, on the amendment. ef: the: 
gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Savace,] bythe“ 
privileged motion offered by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. THompson.} > $ 

The point of order was, that the amendment of 
the gentleman from Tennessee was not in order, 
because the subject-matter: was different from that 
of the original resolution; theamendment proposing 
to go in search ofan expedition against the Island 
of Cuba, and the original resolution proposing to 
ft out an expedition to the Arctic seas on an en- 
tirely different mission. 7 : 

The SPEAKER, The Chair does not consider 
that the amendment of the gentleman from Ten- 


i nessee [Mr. Savacz] has yet been entertained. 


It was only reported to the House. ‘The gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania [Mr. Tuompson] then 
rosé to a privileged question, relating to the special 
order of the duy. ‘In the opinion of the Chair, 


ee 
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when’ the. consideration of the subject before the 
Flouse:shall be resumed, the point of order raised 
by the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Win- 
rior] on the amendment of the gentleman from 
Tennessee, will come up for decision. — - 
Mr. WINTHROP acquiesced, remarking that 
he desired that the point of order should be noted. 
Bae “THE CENSUS BILL. 

Mr: THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, then of- 
fered a resolutien in the usual terms, providing 
that all debate in Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, on the bill providing for-the 
taking of the seventh census, or enumeration of the 
inhabitants of the United States, should terminate 
at two o'clock to-morrow, &¢.;, and that the com- 
mittee should. then proceed to vote on all amend- 
ments pending or that might be offered. - 

Mr. JONES inquired of the Speaker whether 
this resolution was in order while another motion 
was pending?) He did not think that it was 
in accordance with the rules or practice of the 
House. f 

The SPEAKER decided that the motion now 
made was a privileged question connected with the 
special order, and, in the opinion of the Chair, was 
in order. , 

The resolution having been read— ` 

Mr. VINTON moved to amend it by striking 
oùt to-morrow and inserting Tuesday next. The 
debate, so far, (Mr. V. said,) had been con- 
fined to the legitimate subject-matter of the bill, 
and so long as it continued to be so, he did not 
think that an order to arrest it should be made. 
If the debate should wander from the bill, the case 
would be different. 

Mr. JONES inquired of the Chair, whether 
the order of the House making this bill the special 
order of the day for yesterday, and for each 
aucceeding day until disposed of, did not except 
Fridays and Saturdays, being private bill days. 

The SPEAKER. No days were excepted. 

Addressing Mr. Vinton, the Speaker said: 
Ths Chair understands the gentleman from Ohio 
to move to strike out from the resolution the 
words ‘to-morrow at two o’clock,’’ and insert 
uesday at. two o'clock.” 

Mr. VINTON. Well, sir, that was my motion, 
but I will first move that the resolution be laid 
upon the table. ` 

And the question was taken and decided in the 
affirmative, without a division. 

So the resolution was laid upon the table. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, moved 
that the House resolve itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 


THE FRANKLIN EXPEDITION. 


Mr. BAYLY appealed to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. THompson] to waive the mo- 
tion to go into committee, fora few moments. 

Mr. THOMPSON said he would do so if the 
gentleman would renew it, 

Mr. BAYLY said he would do so. 

Mr. THOMPSON said, he would withdraw the 
motion. 

The SPEAKER said that the motion of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. THompson] 
took precedence in the business of the House by 
reason of its privileged character, and that no 
other question could be entertained except by 
the. unanimous consent of the House. 

“Mr. -BAYLY said that his object in requesting 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania to withdraw his 


motion to go into Committee of the Whole on the | 


state of the Union, was that he«(Mr. B.) might 


have an opportunity of saying a few words in re- || 


ply to the observations which had fallen from the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Brooxs.] 

The SPEAKER, The gentleman’s object will 
not be accomplished, because if the motion to go 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union should be withdrawn, the gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. Savage] wouid then be entitled 
to the floor. 

Mr. BAYLY. Then, at the instance of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, who withdrew the 
motion at my request, I move that the Mouse re- 
solve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. CABELL, of Florida, requested the gen- 
tleman from Virginia [Mr. Bayty] to withdraw 
the motion to allow him (Mr. C.) to makea report 
from the Committee on Naval Affairs. He asked 
the courtesy at this time (he said) because he 


-would necessarily be absent from this city for 
some. days. But for this necessity he would not | 


favor. : 
The SPEAKER said that if the motion to go į 


Union should be withdrawn, the gentleman: from ; 
Florida (Mr. Cazext] could then only introduce | 
the report by-the unanimous consent of the House. | 
Objection was made. : 

So the report was not received. 
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The question then recurred, and was taken, on | 
the motion of Mr. BayLy, and decided in the af- 
firmative, without a division. | 

So the House resolved itself into Committee of | 
the Whole on the state of -the Union, (Mr. | 


sumed the consideration of the bill -from the Sen- 
ate entitled *“ An act to provide for the taking of 
the census of the United States.” 

Mr. ROOT rose and said he desired to occupy 
the floor for the purpose of making a few remarks. 
He did not desire to take up time in discussing the 
details of this bill. They had been already ar- 
ranged by a Census Board acting. under the’ au- 
thority of the law passed by the last Congress. 
That board had given much time and attention to 
the consideration of the subject, and had there- 
fore been able to act more understandingly in the 
arrangement of these details than we can be ex- 
pected to do pending the discussion of the bill in 
this House. The subject had not only been sub- 


but had also undergone the examination of a com- 
mittee of the Senate, of the Senate itself, and of a 
committee of this House. He would not under- 
take to say whether the details of the bill were 
the best that could have been adopted or arranged 


These he would consider as they were presented for 
his approval or his dissent. 
which had been reported by the Committee on the 
Judiciary, he saw nothing objectionable. They 
appeared to him to be all calculated to acquire 
important and valuable information. Whether 
they were the best adapted to the purpose, he 
would not take it upon himself to say. For the 
present he would pass that matter over, and con- 
fine what he now proposed to say to the principle 
of the bill. 

He had been much startled yesterday by the 


Georgia, (Mr. Strepuens,] and which seemed to 
have been concurred in by some other gentlemen, 
that Congress has no authority under the Consti- 
tution to call for the information required by this 
bill, His colleague [Mr. Mriier] had taken con- 
| siderable pains to prove that the Constitution has 
given Congress no power to go any further than 
an enumeration of the inhabitants. He admitted 
that the second and the ninth sections of the Con- 
stitution enjoined the duty on Congress to make 
i an enumeration of the inhabitants: and it confined 
the injunction to that single object. But he saw 
nothing in the clause to debar Congress from con- 
necting statistical information with this enumera- 


posed on Congress? It was for the purpose of 


levying of taxes. It was made the duty of Con- 
| gress to make the enumeration for this purpose. 


There could 
As a matter of conve- 


poses to do much more than this. 
be no dispute as to that. 


with the duty of making the enumeration. We 
have sufficient authority to call for this informa- 
tion, and we might obtain it by proceeding in a 


| bill; because they may both be obtained at the | 
| same time, and by the same person. While en 
j gaged in seeking the enumeration of the inhab- 
j itants, he can with greater facility obtain the | 
statistical facts which are required by the bill. He | 
admitted, that under the clause of the Constitu- | 


|, can we find in the Constitution any specific au- 


not required to call for any other statistics than a 
mere enumeration ef the inhabitants. But we 


have full authority from the Constitution to do 


intrude himself upon the House by asking the I 


into Committee of the Whole on the state of the jj 


Tompson, of Mississippi, in the chair,) and re- | 


jected to the consideration of the Census Board, | 


for the objects in view, or what amendments may | 
be submitted which would command his assent. } 


But in theeschedules | 


suggestions thrown out ‘by the gentleman from | 
Ohio [Mr. Miter] and the gentleman from | 


tion. And for what purpose was this daty im- | 


supplying a basis for representation and for the ; 
Now he was ready to admit that this bill pro- | 


nience, these statistical subjects were connected || 


different mode. Itismerely for convenience that the | 
two subjects are embraced and united in the same | 


tion which had been referred to, Congress was || 


this, or else we and all who have preceded us 
here from the beginning of the Government must 
have been, to this moment, wofully mistaken as 
| to the extent of the powers with which we are in- 
| vested. 

It was admitted, both by the gentleman from 
Ohio and the gentleman from Georgia, that the 
information. thus required may be very valuable. 
The gentleman from Georgia had indeed excepted 
to the call for the list of those who had died, the 
sex, color, condition, &c., of individuals specified 
in one or two of the schedules. His colleague 
(Mr. MLLER] had stated that it was enough for 
him that it was an unconstitutional exercise of 
power, and it was therefore no matter to him 
of what value the information was. It was ad- 
mitted that it might be expedient, if we had the 
authority, to obtain these statistics in some por- 
tions of the country. 

Why, he asked, have we not this authority? It 
is said, because it is not put down in specific terms 
in the Constitution, we are not to seek these 
statements relative to our commerce, our agricul- 
ture, our navigation, and so forth; and because 
the clause relied on contains no such specific au- 
thority, we are. to be prohibited from seeking this 
information. If this mode of reasoning were 
sound, he believed he could point other omissions 
than those which had been mentioned in-relation to 
this subject. Congress is authorized by the Con- 
stitution to raise an army, a navy, a militia, and 
to levy and collect an excise and other taxes, 
Who is there that will deny that, in order to car- 
ry out these powers correctly, it is not only ex- 
pedient, but necessary for us who have to legislate 
on these subjects, to obtain a knowledge of the 
facts sought for by this bill? We cannot act in- 
telligently, understandingly, on these subjects, until 
we have this information, and much more than 
this; and since this information is indispensable to 
the proper discharge of duties specifically as- 
signed to us by the Constitution, how can our 
power to acquire it be questioned ? 

The facts called for ought to be known, not 
only to the members of Congress, but also to the 
people at large; indeed, no one could be found who 
would contend that the information would not be 
useful and beneficial to the people. 

If we have no constitutional authority to acquire 
| this information, then not only we but all our 
predecessors, have been wofully mistaken from the 
foundation of the Government. The entire prac- 
tice of our Government has been in favor of the 
exercise of this power. 

What was Lewis and Clark’s expedition for? 
And what clause of the Constitution would gen- 
tlemen find to authorize setting this expedition 
I| on foot? He requested gentlemen to refer to the 
instructions of Mr. Jefferson in reference to this 
| expedition, and to the report of those who were 
| upon it, and see if they did not go as far beyond 
i the authority given by the Constitution to take an 
| “ enumeration,” as anything which is contained 
li in this bill. They embraced an exploration of the 
whole country—the lands, the rivers, and the coast; 
li and not only these, but the people—the aborigines 
i} who resided there; and very specific were the in- 

structions on this point. Very specific they were; 
i| and if Mr. Jefferson acted unconstitutionally in 
this matter, neither he, nor they who codper- 
ated with him, had the least suspicion of it. ` No, 
sir, it was left for the wise men of this day to 
i; discover that such objects did not come within the 
|; pale of the Constitution. | 

Again, we have in the Department of the Inte- 
rior, a Patent Office. He would like to ask what 
it was intended for? All of us knew that it has 
about as little to do with patents as this bill has; 


i 
i 
ji 
if 


{ 

f yet it is kept up by the Government at great cost— 
jį year after year appropriations are miade for jts 
i| support. We have had voluminous reports, and 
ji at one time a book, heretofore of six hundred or 
i! seven hundred pages, a great part of which was 
, about the potato disease. And what a number of 
i this report has been printed and circulated? and 
at what a great expense to the public? Where 


| thority for doing all this? Yet these printed reports 

are sought after with the greatest avidity by the 
; people. And Congress has ordered the printing 
, of alarger number of these volumes than of any 
| other report presented to it; and the extent of the 
| reports from this bureau is constantly increasing; 
i and all this without any constitutional authority 
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whatever, except implied authority. Now, if the 
dissemination of that matter, of information of that 
kind, to the number of one hundred thousand copies, 
is annually authorized by Congress, why are we 
to be alarmed at this bill, which contemplates the 
obtainment of moré important facts in a more 
unexceptionable form? How many requests have 
members had made to them for this Patent-Office 
report? How many letters are daily received ask- 
ing us to show as much courtesy as our prede- 
cessors, and to furnish a copy, to keep the series 
perfect? ‘ Neighbor Jones has not had one, and 
he is dissatisfied that I have had one and he has 
not.” And so we are called on to send a copy to 
neighbor Jones. And all this is constantly going 
on without any constitutional objection being 
made, and without “bringing the Union to the 
verge of dissolution.” Yet when we seek the in- 
formation specified in this census bill, to enable 
us to discharge our legislative duties intelligently 
and conscientiously, we are told that we cañnot 
have it, because we have no power under the 
Constitution to obtain it. 

You remember, Mr. Chairman, many other 
things of the kind as well as I do. There was 
Frémont’s Expedition; what acry there was for 
that. A great number were printed, but not half 
enough to supply the demand for them. I had 
only some forty or fifty copies, and 1 made ita 
standing rule that no gentleman should have one 
of my copies. They should only go to ladies on 
their request. But I found even that would not do. 
And I had finally to limit my distribution to the 
wives of clergymen, to be kept by them for the 
benefit of the whole parish. What “ specific” 
authority was there in the Constitution for the 
printing and circulating these volumes, or even for 
the expedition itself? He would like some gentle- 
man to show him aclause expressly authorizing 
that expedition and the printing and circulating of 
that report, and paying the expense of all this. 

Gentlemen had referred to the Observatory; and 
it had been said that it was originally merely a 
depôt of maps and charts. Fic well remembered 
when that establishment took its propername. It 
was under the watchful eye of a gentleman from 
Worth Carolina, not now a member of this House, 
who was the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 


The venerable gentleman from Massachusetts | 


[Mr. Adams] congratulated the House on the 
thing being called by its right name. When first 
announced by him as a * light-house of the skies,” 
it failed. It gota start asa depôt of maps and 
charts, Now, however, asa national observatory 
it goes very well. The information to be obtained 
from that establishment is very different from that 


which this bill contemplates, says the gentleman | 


from Georgia, [Mr. SterHens.] But is it more 
valuable? There was a great fight once when 
this subject was before the House between the 
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Sranron] and 
the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Atkinson,) no 
longer a member, who objected to it on ‘ consti- 
tutional” grounds; but the “low down” Virginia 
Democracy had to yield to the western mountain 
Democracy, and now no objection is made to the 
observatory. x 

Again, why have we reserved to ourselves the 
franking privilege? Is it nota tax, and a heavy 
tax, too, upon the country? Itis a tax both on 
the members and the people, and they have both 
made a bad bargain. Neither the people nor the 
members make much out of it, and why do we 
not abolish this franking privilege? Why not? 
Itis no part of our compensation. No, so far 
from that, we lose more by it in amount of labor, 
than we save in amount of postage. 
do we hold on to it? It is for the purpose of ac- 
quiring and diffusing information, not always 
of the most valuable kind. In this way we trans 
mit every report of every expedition, every Pat- 
ent-Office report, King’s report, and Fleaven knows 
what besides, free of postage thoughout the coun- 
try; and this is the reason why we hold on-to this 
privilege. Precious few members of Congress need 
all these valuable documents, yet you continue to 


send them, day after day, post free—and is not |! 


this taxing the people? Do we not take the money 
out of the Treasury and pay it over to the mail 
contractor, for the purpose of transporting this 
matter through-the country? It is a heavy tax, 
and comes out of the public Treasury; why then 
do weimpose iton our constituents? Because, asit 


Why, then, | 


y 


| might be as well to notice. 


is said, the people could not know all that is neces- 
sary to be known of our doings here, without pay- 
ing more than they would be willing to pay directly 
for the information, but for the franking privilege. 
And how much does this franking privilege cost? 
In any ten years it amounts to more than the cost 
of taking the census. And was this franking 
privilege deemed unconstitutional? Who ever 
heard of such a thing? Who ever heard that it 
was unconstitutional to frank documents? It ma 
be said the information thus conveyed was differ- 
ent from that asked for by this bill. But he asked 
gentlemen to take up any of the tables—any item 
In the * social statistics,” or other portions of the 
schedules—-and see if it does not contain informa- 
tion quite as valuable as that contained in the daily 
letters or speeches we receive or send off. Is it 
not quite as important to know how many churches 
and schools, &c., there are in the country, as to be 
informed thaf ‘“ Mr. Snooks rose and said, Mr. 
Chairman,” and so forth? Were we not daily 
greeted with the sight of cart-loads of these precious 
‘* documents,” as we passed to and from the folding- 
room, all intended to keep the people informed of 
whatis going on here, and of much that is not go- 
ing on here? Look at theparty committeé-rooms 
when these documents are sent there directed. He 
had not so much information on this pointas some 
gentlemen, but he would state, that you may reckon 
them by the cord, or by the ton, or by the cart- 
load. And all these are transported through the 
country at the public expense. Yet it is all 
constitutional; or else we are all ignorantly and 
innocently violating the Constitution. 

This kind of reasoning, then, will not do. Itis 
important that we have this information, and that 
our constituents should have it. They called for 
information most necessary to enable us to perform 
our legislative,.our constitutional duties. They 
had been the subject of patient, deliberate, search- 
ing examination and inquiry, made under the au- 
thority of the law of the last Congress. They had 
subsequently been submitted to the Census Board, 
the comniiutees of the Senate and the House, and 
he would not take it on himself to say that they 
were not the best that could have been prepared. 
It did not seem to him possible that he could at 
once come to a more accurate conclusion on the 
subject than that presented in these schedules. 

There was one other part of the bill which it 
It might readily be 
seen on reading the bill that in many cases it would 
be impracticable to obtain some portion of the in- 
formation required without resorting to something 
like a compulsory process, ‘The obstinacy of an 
individual might defeat the object of the inquiry. 
The biil therefore provides that any master, or 
head of a family, or agent refusing to give the an- 
swers required, shall be subject to a fine. Here 


| the subjects of inquiry are specified. A call is 


made by a competent person, under the authority 
of law, for the facts which are set down. The 


| individual is called on to testify, not on oath, and 


in case of refusal, he is to be fined, and the fine is 
to be collected by a summary process. And this 
part of the bill his colleague considered to be un- 
constitutional. He intended to speak with respect 
of his colleague, and of all his colleagues, but es- 
pecially of him, who was a member of the Ju- 
diciary Committee, and a member of the Judiciary 
Committee ought to know something of the Con- 
stitution. There was, if he remembered right, a 
similar opinion entertained by a member of the Ju- 
diciary of Messina long ago. Dogberry, when in- 
structing an assistant marshal as to his duty, 
said: 

«You are to hid any man stand in the Prince’s name.” 

« How if he will not stand ?” 

« Why then take no note of him, but let him go, and pres- 
ently call the watch together, and thank God that you are 
rid ofa knave.” 

And thisis just the view which my colleague 
takes of the duty ofan assistant marshal. I have no 
doubt of our. right to call on any citizen of the 
United. States to furnish any facts, as fully as to 
authorize any committee to send for persons and 
papers. We have just as much authority to dele- 
gate this power toa district marshal as to any 
other officer. fÀ Dr 

He had not been very long a member of this 
House, but he had been here long enough to be con- 
vinced that if the Constitution had not been made 


| of elastic materials it would have been spoiled long 


ago. Year after year, day after day, it-had been 


subjected ‘to firsta stretching anc 


On the other -hand, I. never. Knew. a-gentle 
who had any.measure much at heart; who. 
not find some constitutional authority.to. sanction 
it. - Where did Congress find the authority: for. the 
expedition to the Dead Sea, and -for.theexplora- 
tion.of some other seas. not.quite dead yet-—some 
of our own inland seas?.-'The Constitution. has 
made no provision. We can put in our speeches. 
any trash which the good humor of the-House 
will induce it to listen to; nay, we may put in“a 
great deal which sever was spoken atali, and send 
it forth at the public expense under our franking 
privilege, and disseminate it among our constitu- 
ents. But when it is proposed to collect valuable 
and necessary information, without which Con- 
gress cannot properly discharge its duties under 
the Constitution, we are told that the Constitution 
gives us no authority to do so. l 

He then went on to remark on the language of 
Mr. Srepuens, of Georgia, who: considered. this 
as one of the cases which endangered the safety.of 
the Union. If so, he should feel:very ‘great re- 
gret that, after so recently, and almost miraci- 
lously, escaping from “ imminent peril,” in which 
it had been placed by the ‘aggressions of: the 
North,” it should be lost by the census bill.” Be- 
cause Congress required to know how many per- 
sons had died within the past year, and of what 
diseases, &c., is the Union to be again threatened 
with dissolution? [t seemed to him, that as a 
matter of convenience, this information might be 
afforded us, so that when gentlemen from Missouri 
and Louisiana come here and ask for grants of 
public lands, for the purpose of draining swamps, 
we may be able to turn to the documents and see 
how destructive of human life the miasma has 
been. Yet the Constitution has passed through 
so many perils safely, that he did not wish to: 
spoil all by a census bill. He certainly would 
not be one to urge it if he thought it would dig- 
solve the Union. f Be 

This measure, as it appeared to him, was about. 
to take a sectional turn. He hoped it would noty: 
but there were some indications of such a result, 
If we must have sectional issues, perhaps it would 
be as harmless to make them upon this bill as on 
any other; for it will not, I think, be possible for 
them to lead to any very serious consequences. 

He said he expected that great. good would — 
grow out of the census. -The more thè: South: 
knew of the North, and. the North of the South; 
the better they would like each:other. .And’ the 
effect of the circulation of the..information when 
obtained would be:to make them better:acquainted 
with each other. Each would see how labor was 
remunerated, and in what manner, and, to: what 
extent the means of happiness and improvement 
were enjoyed by the other. The. South would 
also know how many slaves escaped to the North 
—a matter about which there is some difference of 
opinion at present. . It would no longer be neces~ 
sary to rely on Ellwood Fisher for statistics. We 
should then have information of a more authentic 
aad reliable character. 

For these reasons, he was in favor of the prin- 
ciple of this biil. As to the details, he hoped 
they would be explained by. those who had ex- 
amined them. They could not be mastered in a ` 
single day, and he had had only that time to de- 
vote to them. He was willing to vote for: the 
principle. So far as the constitutionality of the 
bill was involved, he felt not the slightest. doubt. 
If this bill was not constitutional, then: all who 
have gone before us, from. the foundation : of the 
Government, have erred most egregiously... The 
very men who formed: the Constitution could not 
have understood it, for they expended the. public 
treasure to acquire information. not more neces- 
sary than-that contemplated.by the bill before us; 
and though they resorted to different means to.ob- 
tain it, that- can make no difference... If the end 
be constitutional, we may exercise our discretion 
as to the means. k 

Mr. STRONG said that:he had risen for the pure 
pose òf making à few observations, but not with the 
desire to submit any extended remarks. He was 
‘one of those who were in the habit of regarding 
themselves as strict constructionists of the Con- 
stitution. But-he must confess that he had yester- 
day been a good deal surprised to hear some gentle- 
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‘yaen assume the ground, that there was no constitu- 
tional power in the Congress of-the United States 
to collect and embody the statistical. information 
“which it was proposed, under this bill, to obtain. 
He thought that strict construction. of the Consti- 
tution was likely to be brought into disrepute by 
‘yaiaing constitutional objections which had no solid 
foundation, And he confessed the surprise with 
which he had heard the gentleman from Georgia, 
{Mr. Sterdens,] to whose remarks he (Mr. S.) 
always listened. with pleasure, start upon the prin- 
iple that there was no power in Congress to col- 
‘Ject: the. information contemplated by this bill: 
‘That gentleman, and‘the gentleman from Ohio, 
[Mr. Mitier,}-had ‘come to the conclusion that 
because the Constitution, in the second section, 
spoke simply of the enumeration. of the inhabit- 
ants.of the States and ‘territories, for the purpose 
‘of taxation and representation—because the Con- 
stitution, in that section, spoke of nothing but the 
enumeration of the inhabitants, therefore the power 
did not exist in any other part of that instrument 
to do more than take such enumeration. Now, it 
‘was apparent from that clause that the enumera- 
tion in itself had a two-fold object; and on refer- 
ence to the words of the clause, it would be found 
to be so stated. It read as follows: 

Representatives and direct taxes shall he apportioned 
aniong the several States which may be included within this 
Union, according to their respective numbers,’’ &c. 

Mr. HUBBARD interposed, and desired to 
know if the object of this information was to lay 
direct taxes? 

Mr. STRONG replied that it was not. He 
(Mr. S.) was opposéd to laying direct taxes, and 
he always had been. He would hereafter come 
to the conclusion which the honorable gentleman 
squght to draw from his question. He was now 
considering the constitutional power, which he 
considered was full and entire, given almost in so 
many words by the Constitution, to acquire the 
information which they sought by this bill. He 
went for that purpose directly to the eighth sec- 
tion of the Constitution, which, among other 
grants of power to Congress, gave them authority 
$t to lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and 

“excises.” He contended that this power to lay 
and collect taxes included within it the power tô 
ascertain by actual inventory and appraisement 
that which was the subject of taxation, viz: prop- 
erty. and pote a The power to lay a tax 
implied the right to ascertain the subjects or 
objects of taxation—property and productious. 
He thought gentlemen. would search in vain 
through the constitutions of many if not all the 
States for language conveying the express power 
to make an assessment or inventory of the prop- 
erty and productions. Yet that power was an- 
nually exercised by’ the State authoritics as a ne- 
cessary incident of their power to Jay and collect 
taxes. Whenever a power was granted to a po- 
litical organization, a government, or to individu- 
als, there was no better settled principle than that 
everything was granted with it which was essen- 
tial to the full and free exercise of that power. 
How, then, could a tax be laid and collected, un- 
less there was a power to ascertain by inventory, 
by appraisement, the objects of taxation? He 
admitted that so far as regarded a capitation, a 
poll. tax, an enumeration of the inhabitants was 

albsufficients but nobody could pretend to say 
that for anything beyond a capitation tax an 
enumeration. of the inhabitants was sufficient. 

Both: property and productions had been in this 
country, and still were, objects-of taxation. In 
several of the States the taxation was on property 
alone; in others, almost entirely upon produc- 
tions; and in others, of which Pennsylvania was 
one, it was divided between property and produc- 
tions, though the largest per centage of the tax 
‘was on productions. 

Mr. KAUFMAN (Mr. 8. yielding the floor) 
said he understood the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania to predicate the constitutional power of 


Congress to collect infermation in regard to the | 


property in the States, upon the power to lay 
direct taxes. Now one of these schedules pro- 


posed that the number of churches, with their | 


different denominations, the number of members, 
&c., should be ascertained. He wished to ask 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, what legislative 


power Congress had, under the Constitution, over | 


the subject of religion? what power they had to. 
make the inquiries here proposed ? 


Mr. STRONG said he preferred submitting his 
remarks in the order which he had laid down for 
himself; he thought he should arrive at the sub- 
ject of the gentleman’s inquiry before he conclu- 
ded. 

He was endeavoring to derive the power to col- 
lect some portion at least of the information which 
was contemplated to be collected under this bill, 
from that clause of the Constitution which gave 
the power to Congress to lay and collect taxes. 
He had understood the gentleman from Georgia 
(Mr. Sreruens] to say, that in schedule HI., rel- 
ative tothe productions of agriculture, there were 
fifty-one inquiries, none of which the Government 
had the right to make. It was hinted yesterday, 
‘that this necessity foran assessment did not exist, 
and that the power to make it was not included 
within the grant of power to lay taxes, because 
direct taxes were to be distributed among the 
States in proportion to their representation. He 
admitted that it was the constitutional provision, 
that direct taxation should be apportioned to rep- 
resentation. Ofcourse it operated very unequally, 
much more hardly upon the new, than upon the 
old States, because in the new States their prop- 
erty was not generally proportionate to their rep- 
resentation. One hundred thousand people in New 
York or Pennsylvania, would undoubtedly be 
much better able to pay a given sum than one 
hundred thousand in Iowa or Illinois. But that 
was the constitutional provision, that direct tax- 
ation should be apportioned to representation. 
Now, suppose this Government desired to raise a 
given amount by direct taxation, as it was author- 
ized to do under the Constitution, when it had de- 
termined that amount, it distributed it among the 

several States. Suppose the quotum of Virginia 
was half a million, how was that to be raised? In 
one of two modes. The Government must either 
ascertain the aggregate amount of the property 
and productions of Virginia, in order to know 
what rate per cent. must be levied in order to raise 
the sum of halfa million, or it must rely upon the 
State assessment. He admitted that, Meretofore, 
when a direct tax had been laid by our Govern- 
ment, it had relied upon the State assessment, or 
the county assessment; but the power which was 
given by the Constitution was complete. lt did not 
require or authorizé the assistance of the States. 
Congress had-not, under the Constitution the 
power to call on Virginia and say to her, We 
have determined to lay a direct tax, and your pro- 
portion of that tax is $500,000. We demand of 
you that you collect that $500,000. Such a power 
was not given to Congress, but the power was to 
lay and collect taxes itself. Suppose a State of 
the Union had no assessment, which was a very 
possible case. New Jersey realized tolls from the 
Camden and Amboy Railroad about sufficient to 
pay the entire expenses of the State government. 
‘There was no State assessment there, or there 
might be none. How, then, was the General Gov- 
ernment to collect a direct tax from the State of 
New Jersey ? There was no mode, unless the 
Government had the power to send its agents into 
New Jersey, from house to house and from farm 
to farm, to ascertain what were their property and 
their productions, which were the proper objects 
of taxation. He apprehended, then, that no one 
could reasonably doubt that this clause of the 
Constitution gave the power to Congress to collect 
the information proposed by this bill so far as it 
regarded the property and productions of the 
country. It was a necessary incident to carrying 
out the power to Jay and collect direct taxes. 

In the State of Pennsylvania they had had no 
State assessment until 1834. In that year, an act 
had been passed providing for a State assessment. 
it was repealed in 1836, and, he believed, reénacted 
in 1842. Prior to 1834, they had had no State 
assessment whatever; and no tax, therefore, could 
have been collected from Pennsylvania, unless the 
General Government had the power to make an 
assessment. He asked, then, how it could be 
gravely contended that Congress did not, under 
the power to lay and collect taxes, possess the in- 
cidental power to obtain this information in rela- 
tion to property and productions? 

Now it might beasked, and the gentleman from 
Alabama [Mr. Husgarp] had asked, whether it 
was the design of Congress, in collecting this in- 
formation, to lay a direct tax. He answered no. 
He wes not one of those who desired direct taxa- 


tion. On the contrary, he was strongly opposed 


| Ohio (Mr. Mitier] had both admitted it. 


to it, in every form. But the question was one of 
constitutional power; and if the Constitution gave 
to Congress the power to lay and collect a direct 
tax, and if included in that power were the neces- 
sary incidental power to make an assessment—an 
inventory of property and productions upon which 
the tax was to be laid—certainly the grant of the 
whole, included the grant of the minor part. They 
might exercise a part or the whole of a power 
granted by the Constitution. If the power was 
given to Congress to make an assessment, and lay 
a direct tax, and the exercise of the first part only 
of the power was conducive to the public good, 
could they not exercise that power, and decline the 
exercise of the other? 

The gentleman from Texas [Mr. Kaurman] 
had asked, what this Government had to do with 
obtaining statistics relative to the churches? Were 
not the churches objects of taxation, and might 
not Congress ascertain the amount of taxation 
which it would do to impose uponthem? Wheth- 
er it would be judicious to exercise that power of 
taxation, was an entirely different question, and 
one which he would not now argue. 

But he thought that the power to collect this in- 
formation, at least a great portion of it, was also 
necessarily deducible from the power conferred 
upon Congress to * regulate commerce.” What 
was the meaning of the phrase, to. regulate com- 
merce? It was, to make rules for the government 
and direction of commerce. That was the obvious 
meaning and the constitutional meaning of the ex- 
pression. Now, in order to regulate commerce, 
did any man doubt that it was essential, both ne- 
cessary and proper that they should know what 
the object and the wants of commerce were? 
Did any one suppose that they could intelligently 
regulate commerce with no knowledge of the arti- 
cles which entered into the trade between one State 
and another, and between this country and other 
countries? So far, then, as regarded these matters 
which were the subjects of commerce, he thought 
ynder the general power to regulate, was implied the 

ower to collect information which was necessary 
in order to facilitate and advance the commerce of 
the country. 

He thought from the power to regulate com- 
merce might also be deduced, to some extent, the 
power to collect information in reference to the 
social condition of our people. The regulation of 
commerce should be made in reference to the wants 
of the people, to their social condition; and that 
legislator would very poorly discharge his duties 
who undertook to make regulations for the trade 
of a community without a knowledge of the socia} 
condition of that community. They had always 
acted on this principle in the regulation of com- 
merce; many of our treaties had been formed in 
reference to the social condition of a portion of our 
people, and in reference to the products of our 

| people. They all remembered, that not many years 
since this Government had sent an agent to Aus- 
tria, with a view to make an arrangement in refer- 
ence to the tobacco of this country. And the pro- 
duction of hemp had become so great, it had be- 
come so important a portion of our agriculture, 


| that when the statistics in reference to it were fully 


known, commercial regulations might be deemed 
advisable, in order to facilitate the sale and open 


i new markets for this great product of American 


industry. 

` He thought, therefore, from the power to lay 
and coilect taxes, to regulate commerce, and to 
make treaties, they were authorized to make the 


| inquiries proposed by this bill. 


There seemed very little difference of opinion as 
to the value of this information; the gentleman from 
Georgia [Mr. STEPHENS] and the gentleman from 
. Whats 
would be said of the lawyer who should go into a 
legislative body and undertake to improve the com- 
mon Jaw by statute, without knowing what that 


common law was? Or what would they say of 
| the men who should undertake to legislate in refer- 


ence to tobacco, hemp, and our other great staple 
productions, without accurate information con- 
cerning them? The information proposed by this 
bill to be obtained was of the utmost importance 
to them as legislators. There were various sources 
of information to them for which appropria- 
tions had been made from the public treasury. 
They had purchased a library, without any ex- 
press provision in the Constitution authorizing it; 
for what purpose? For the purpose of informing 
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members of Congress, of aiding them in their du- 
ties as legislators, of enabling them to act intelli- 
gently in the discharge of those duties. If they 
had the power to purchase hooks to give informa- 
tion in reference to theirduties, might they not ex- 
pend money for other objects having the same end 
in view ? 

He would not further detain the Committee in 
reference to the constitutionality of collecting this 
information; it seemed to him, afterall, that it re- 
solved itself into.a question of expediency. There 
was one feature of this bill which he very much 
admired. The bill of 1840 was too minute; and 
the consequence of that extreme minutencss was, 
that the returns which were made were too incor- 
rect to be reliable. It was apparent that the more 
minute the inquiries were, the more inaccurate the 
returns would probably be. When in 1840 we 
sent out our assistant marshals with two hundred 
and fifty questions to be answered, a wide door 
was opened for mistakes and inaccuracies; and 
we found that the returns resulted accordingly. 
All the returns must be to a considerable extent an 
approximation to the truth; and the nearer the ap- 
proximation the more valuable the information. 

The merit of this bill was, that it seemed calcu- 
lated to collect the most valuable information—not 
all the information which was valuable; very much 
that was of value was necessarily. omitted—but 
the most valuable information, and place it within 
the compass of an assistant marshal, rendering it 
easy for him to obtain the information required. 

He referred to some inquiries that had been 
made in taking the last census, which had become 
the subject of ridicule, although they were not 
unimportant; and mentioned especially the provis- 
ion of that bill requiring returns of the poultry, 
the chickens, and eggs. This had been a subject 
of derision all over the country. But he wished 
to state a fact in reference to the extent of these 
productions in his section of country: in the States 
of Pennsylvania and Ohio, there was a great 
trade in these articles. ‘he value of the poultry 
and eggs sold ‘annually was greater than that’ of 
all the hemp produced in the United States. Al- 
though this was no unimportant branch of produc- 
tions, yet he thought it should not go into the 
census tables. He admired this bill for the reason, 
that it excluded things which, though important 
were of minor consequence. 

But he was compelled to say that there were a 
few things which, he was sorry to see, had been 
omitted in this bill, There were three great in- 
terests in this country—perhaps four; the first, 
the agricultural interest, which’ was at the founda- 
tion of all the others; next, the commercial inter- 


est; third, the manufacturing interest; and fourth, ` 


came the mining interest. ‘Now, there was in 
these tables no provision made for returns relative 
to the mining interest, unless they were intended 
to be included in schedule No. LV., relating to 
“the products of industry.’ No doubt it was 
intended by the Judiciary Committee that the 
returns of the mining interest should be em- 
braced in this schedule. They might be admitted; 
yet after a careful examination, he regretted that 
there was not a schedule devoted exclusively to 
mining operations, The mining operations of the 
country were of an amazing extent; many of the 
articles here collected bore no: comparison in value 
to the anthracite coal trade. He might be mis- 
taken, but he thought he was not, when he said, 
that the tonnage employed in the coasting trade in 
coal exceeded the entire amonnt of tonnage em- 
ployed in our foreign trade. fot 

Mr. JONES. (Mr. S. yielding) inquired if most 
of the coal mines were not shut up and most of 
the furnaces put out by the tariff of 1846? 

Mr. STRONG said that the gentleman, of 


course, expected no answer to this question, but ! 


he had put it for the purpose of presenting his 
own views. To this he (Mr. S.) had no objec- 
tion. He would say, however, that, in his opin- 
ion, the coal trade had not been destroyed by the 
tarif. of 1846; and if the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee. desired to know his views, he (Mr. S.) 
had always been opposed to any tariff on coal, 
though he was not opposed to a tariff on iron. 
He believed that the depfession in the coal trade, 
which was very great last year, was owing rather 
to the depression of the manufacturing interests of 
the country than to competition with the foreign 
article. 

But he said that this coal trade was immense; 


to give hem, 


and it seemed. proper to him, when Congress un- 
dertook to ascertain the amount of the property 
and productions of the country, that the mining 
operations should have had a separate schedule 
appropriated to them. The enormous amount of 
the production of anthracite coal alone did honor 
tothe country. The bituminous coal trade of Vir- 
ginia, Pennsylvania, and some other of the west- 
ern States, was becoming a very important trade. 
The amount of production was enormous; and it 
seemed to him that it would have been judicious 
to have appropriated a separate schedule to it, in 
connection with the lead, silver, and the various 
mines; so that in one table we could have hada 
report of all the mining operations of the country. 
He spoke with diffidence, because he knew his 
colleague, [Mr. Tuompson,] and the gentlemen 
associated with him on the Judiciary Committee, 
had given this subject a careful consideration. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, (Mr. S. 
yielding,) explained, that every branch of indus- 
try had been put in the general schedule of ‘the 
Products of Industry.” For instance, mines—the 
number of mines was to be taken; also the capi- 
tal invested, the amount of products, and the 
amount of value. Next, say the tanneries—the 
names of the proprietors, the capital, the amount 
of products, the amout of value—were to be ascer- 
tained. When all these returns were made, a 
compendium, or a compend, was to be prepared 
by the proper clerks, who would put down the 
tanners together, the miners together, the manu- 
facturers together, with their respective capital, 
amount of products, amount of capital, &c.; and 
that compend would be published, and distributed 
by Congress to the counties and seats of Govern- 
ment throughout the different States. There was, 
therefore, no branch of industry carried on by a 
person, or a company, exceeding $500, the returns 
of which would not be reported in all these par- 
ticulars. ‘The returns of the coal mines, the lead, 
silver—yea, even the gold mines in California— 
would go into the general schedule, and afterward 
be classified in the compend for distribution. 

Mr. STRONG (resuming) said he had supposed 
that that was the intention. He had had no con- 
ception that the committee had overlooked this 
important branch of our property and industry. 

He had supposed it was their intention to include 
in the schedule of the products of industry, the re- 
sults of our mining operations; and he admitted 
that they might so be included. Butstill, it seemed 
to him that the tables under the schedule were 
rather better adapted to another class of produc- 
tions, to the productions of manufactured articles, 
rather than to the raw materials gathered from the 
bowels of the earth. Still he should defer to the 
deliberate opinion of the committee. 

But there was another great item of our wealth, 
which was not included in these schedulesat all—he 
referred to the railroads and canals of the country, 
with their furniture, their locomotives, cars, boats, 
&c. These were all over the country—millions 


upon millions invested in these enterprises; and , 


yet there was no provision atall in these schedules 
for returnsof this branch of our wealth. If the cen- 
sus was designed to be a report of the property, 
the wealth, and the productions of the country, he 
was ata loss to .sce why this great interest, can- 
stituting a value exceeding the property of many 
of the States, was omitted. He admitted that there 


would be difficulties in gathering into this bill these | 
statistics; yet it seemed to him practicable and de- 


sirable to obtain them, and that the exhibit of the 
property and the wealth of the country would not 
be complete which did not contain them. 

He wouid not longer detain the Committee, ex- 
cept with a single remark in reference to the po- 
sition taken by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Muiuer,] that it was unconstitutional to impose a 
penalty upon any one who should refuse to an- 
swer the inquiries of the assistant marshals. It 


gress had the constitutional power to put those 
questions, to collect this information, that it fol- 
lowed as.a matter of course that there was a cor- 
relative duty on the part of the citizens to answer 
them. Every power vested in the Government to 
direct a certain thing to be done implied. a corre- 
sponding obligation of the citizens to yield .te it, -e 
to obey; and there was the same right, therefore, 
if Congress had the constitutional power to collect 
these statistics, to punish the citizen. for refusal 


i 
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other. infraction of law—the 
was vested in every State go 
any person who refused “to. a 
who called upon him to learn the amo 
property with the view -totaxatio 
authority. : pene) 
Mr: HOWARD: next ‘obtained’ the’ flo 
yielded to a motion by :' ES 
Mr. SAVAGE that the committee ris 
The motion was disagreed tos => 20° per 
Mr. HOWARD then addressed’ the committee 
briefly, denying the constitutional power of Con- 
gress to do more than take the enumeration of the ` 
inhabitants. [His remarks will’ be found’ inthe 
Appendix.] A a 
Mr. MOORE, obtained the floor, but yielded 
to a motion that the committee rise. Hagens d 
The motion having prevailed— i 
The committee rose and reported progress. 
And the House adjourned, a 


PETITIONS, -&e. 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the appro~ 
priate committees: ines ve P 


By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of 52 cingens:and 
electors of Wauconda, Lake county, Ininois, praying chat 
no State be hereafter admitted into the Union unless thé 
constitution of such State shail expressly prohibit (he: ¢ 
ance of slavery within its limits, SORBATE De RGU MEI 

Also, the petition of the ‘citizens of ‘Wauconda, praying 
for the right of trial by jury for fugitive slaves. 

Also, the petition of the citizens of Wauconda, praying 
that slavery and the slave trade may be expressly prohibited 
by act uf Congress in all the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of the citizens of Wauconda, praying for 
the abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia, or for 
the removal of the capital therefrom. 

Also, the petition of the citizens of Chicago, asking the 
passage of a law allowing American built vessels that by 
any means may have become the property of foreigners, or 
obtained a foreign registry, to be registered in this country 
as American vessels, upon their again becoming the prop- 
erty of American citizens. 

' Also, the petition of the inhabitants of Kane county, Ili- 
nois, thatno more slave States be admitted into the Union. 

Also, the petition of the iuhabjtants of Kane county, Iii- 
nios, for the repeal of all Jaws authorizing or sanctioning 
stavery in the District of Columbia.. feng Ea 

Also, the petition of the inhabitants of Kane county, Hi- 
nois, for the prohibition of slavery and the slave trade in the 
territories of the United States. . 

Also, the petition of the inhabitants of Kane county, Ti 
nois, for the right of trial by jury for persons arrested as 
fugitive slaves. 

By Mr. CAMPBELL: The petition of Joseph Moore and 
65 others, citizens and electors of Clinton county, Ohio, 
against the admission of more slave States into the Unions: 

Also, the petition of Seth Linton and 60 others, citizens 
and electors of the same county and State, to secure. ‘to 
alleged fugitives the right of trial: by juryen: oiie ii ae ga 

Also, the petition of H. A. pand .78..others 4 
and electors of the county of Lake, in the State of Ohio, 
against the admission of more slave States into the Union. 

Also, the petition of-J..W. Scott-and 64: others,.citizens 


| and electors of Oxford township, Butler county, Ohio against. 


the admission of more slave States into:the Union. 1 

- Also, the petition of Wiliam. S. Bundy and 103 oers, 

citizens and electors of Clark township, Clinton county, 

Ohio, to secure to alleged fugitives the right of trial. by jury. 
Also, the petition of Jesse Moou and 97 others; citizens 

and electors of Clark township, Clinton county, Ohio; for 


.the repeal of all laws enacted or adopted by Congress for 


the support of slavery in the District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of Charles Cline and 99 others, citizens 
and electors. of Clark township, Clinton- county, Ohio, 
against the admission of more slave States into the Union, | 

Also, the petition of John M..Dingee and: 10! others, citi- 
zens and electors of Clark township, Clinton county, Ohio, 
for tbe establishment and protection of freedom in the terri- 
tories of the United States. . j 

Also, the petition of Robert White and 30 others, citizens 
of Gratis township, Preble county, Ohio, for establishing the 
rates of postage on prepaid letters at two cents per:half 
ounce. 

By Mr. SPRAGUE: The petition of citizens of Flower~ 
field, Michigan, to secure to fugitives a trial by jury.; for 
freedom in the territories; against the adinission of slave 
States into tie Union ; and for repeal of ali laws.san 
ing slavery in the District of Cotumbia. Beta 
Also, the petition of citizens of Richland; for the same, 
Also, the petition of citizens of Barry county, forthe same. 
Also, the petition of citizens of Cuss.county, for the same, 
Also, the petition of citizens.of Union.city, for the same. 
Also, the petition of citizens of Saline, for the same.. 

By Mr. McLANAHAN + ‘The memorial of citizens, of 


1i Cumberland county, Pennsylvania, representing the. busi- 


appeared to, him (Mr. S.,) very plain that if Con- | 


ness of the manufacture of jroa in. that vicinity as in a very 
depressed and-rrinous condition, affecting injuriouslythe 
prices of agricultural productions and of labor, aud praying 
a modification of the tariff of dinies on iron. 2 
By Mr.-F{TCH: Four. several petitions of citizens of 
Marshall county, Indiana, asking that all laws. enacted or 
adopted by Congress recoguizing slavery in the District of 
Cotumbia,. be repealed, or the seat of Government he re- 
moved; that the right of trial by jury be granted to fugitive 
slaves; that slavery and the slave.trade be probibited in the 
United: States territories; that no State be hereafter admit- 
ted into the Union unless the constitution of such State 
prohibit slavery. 
- By Mr. SOH ERMERHORN : The petition of 19 members 


as Ter was to. punish for. any || of the Bar, of the county of Monroe, State of New York, 
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praying for-the Ai ager ean of a new judicial distriet:in 
a New Yorks © eee : 

rata CHANDLER: The petition of 1,135 citizens of 

Philadelphia aid its vicinity, asking for a reduction of post- 

age on prepaid letters to two and a half cents each. an 

“By Mr. KING, of New Jersey + The petition of 81 citizens 
of Morris county, New Jersey, for specific duties on iron. 

. Also, the petition of inhabitants of Springfield, New Jer- 
sey, for cheap postage, of two cents prepaid per half ounce, 
on letters for ah distances. 

By Mr..PRESTON KING: Memorial and statement of 
James Holford, a citizen of London, for protection and relief 
as holder of securities of sundry States of the American 
Union.. 

Also, the. petition of Joseph’ McFarland against. Wood- 
worth’s patent planing machine, asking the repeal or modi- 
fication of the act extending said patent. B3 

By Mr. MILLER: The petition of George H. Davidson 
and others, citizens of Knox county, Ohio, asking Congress 
to pass a law giving the soldiers of 1812 bounty land. 

Also, the petition: of Robert Greer.and others, for the 
same, object... R 

Also, the petition of Benjamin Headington and others, for 
the same object. ` 

By Mr. STANLY : The“ petition of Jones Spencer, J. B. 
Blount, and others, citizens of Hyde county, North Carolina, 
asking an appropriation to remove obstructions to the navi- 
gation near Ocracoke bar, North Carolina, in Pamlico river, 
below the town of Washington. 

Also, the petition of Samuel Windley, J. M. Clarke, and 
others, for the same appropriations. 

By Mr. GORMAN: ‘The petition of Wallace C. Law and 
100 others, praying an increase of pension. 

By Mr. WOOD: The petition of 55 citizens of Wood and 
Putnam counties, in the State of Ohio, praying Congress to 
grant the right of way through the public lands to the Gilead 
and Gilboa Plank Road Company, and also grant Lo said com- 
pany every alternate section through said lands. 


IN SENATE: 
Trurspay, April 25, 1850. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
the following communication from the Secretary 


- of State: 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
; WASHINGTON, April 23, 1850. 
To the Senate of the United States: 

In compliance with a resolution of the Senate of the 21st 

of February last, requesting the Secretary of State to com- 

_ municate to the Senate “such information, or particulars, 
‘as may have come to his knowledge, respecting the deten- 
‘tion, imprisoument, and barbarous treatment, by the Ja- 
© panese Imperial and Provisional authorities, of American 
“seamen who have had the misfortune to be shipwrecked 
“on the coast of Japan and its dependence es, which are 
‘now frequented by a large American whaling fleet in the 
* peaceful pursuit of their Jawful enterprises 37? also, such 
‘recent and reliable: information in the possession of the 
‘ Deparunent of State as relates to the independent Oriental 
“nations, and their capabilities for a profitable American 
‘commerce 5” and, also, to report “ whether tbe treaty be- 
“tween the United States and his Majesty the King of 
*S am, of the 20th March, 1833, has not been violated by 
tthe King, in the monopoly by his Majesty of the trade in 
‘several of the staple products of that country, and which 
‘may require the interve"@on of our Government ;”? the 
Secretary of State has the honor to transmit to that body 
the accompanying documents, which contain all the inform- 
ation which appears to be called for by the resolution. 

The first portion of these papers consists af correspond- 
ence furnished chiefly by the Navy Department, and relates 
to the barbarous treatment, by the Japanese, of the crews 
of the American whaltng ships Lawrence” and “ Ladoga.” 

The second portion comprises a serics of valuable doeu- 
ments, compiled with great research and industry by Aaron 
H. Palmer, esq., of New York, and communicate. at dif- 
ferent periods by him to the Department of State ; the whole 
accoinpanied by a chart of the principal maritime countries | 
of the East, These papers, itis believed, will be found to 
contain a great amount of usefal recent information, re- 
specting the “ independent Oriental nations, and their capa- 
bitities for a profitable American commerce.” In addition 
to these documents, the Secretary of State has the honor to 
submit a copy of portions of the correspondence of Messrs. 
Everett, Parker, Davis, and Roberts, relating to China and 
Japan. ` 

‘The third portion consists of the correspondence of Jo- 
seph: Balestier, esq., United States Consul for Singapore, | 
who isnow inthe Enst, in the capacity of special Diplo- 
matic Agent of the United States to Cochin China, and 
other portions of Southeastern Asia, and who, it will be 
seen, has received special instructions respecting our rela- 
tions with Siam. In this connection, reference is made to 
Mr. Palmer’s paper on “Siam,” No. 10, on the subject of 
our treaty with that kingdom. 

in view of the important information presented in the 
accompanying documents, and the commercial and political 
interests now existing in consequence of the extension of 
our possessions on the Pacific, the Secretary of State would 
respectiully suzgest the expediency of placing the consulate 
at Singapore, an important -tation ta onr naval snd com- 
mercial marine, upon a higher and better footing than it is 
at present. This consulate, for many reasons, deserves o 
be supported by a competent salary. The annual fees of 
the Consul at Singapore have averaged, for the last fourteen i 
yearg, during which Mr. Balestier has filled that office, a 
sum varying from twenty-five to fifty dollars per annum. In | 
all that period he has discharged the consular functions 
with great honor to himself and advantage to bis country— 

advancing the interests of the United States, and dispensing 

2a generous hospitality from his private resources. | 
_ The documents herewith submitted will also illustrate the | 
Importance of a special mission to such Oriental nations as 
are not embraced by the instructions to Mr. Balestier, for 
the purpose of opening commercial intercourse with them 3 
and of raising the grade of our mission to China to one of a 


higher class, with the rank-of Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary. ERN A 
These changes are, it is conceived, demanded by the £ 


eastern portion of the world. 
_ AH which is respectfully submitted. i 
JOHN M. CLAYTON. 
On motion by Mr. KING, the messageand docu- 
ments were referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. ; - ; f 
MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. | 


Mr. COOPER presented thirteen petitions of the |! 
citizens of Pennsylvania, asking a reduction of the | 
rates of postage; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. i 

Mr. CHASE presented eight petitions from : 


| 
} 
l 
prospect of an increased commercial intercourse with the | 
| 
t 
t 
H 


citizens of Ohio, asking that slavery and the slave || 


trade may be prohibited by law. 

Also, petitions from citizens of Pennsylvania, 
asking the adoption of constitutional means for | 
abolishing slavery throughout the United States. 

Also, from citizens of Ohio, asking that the 
internal slave trade may be abolished, and the fur- 


. rel + it 
ther extension of slavery be prohibited in the ter- | 


ritories. 

Also, a petition from citizens of Ohio, asking 
that slavery may be prohibited in all the territo- 
ries of the United States, and abolished in all 
places where Congress has exclusive jurisdiction. 


have just seen, in the columns of the * National Intefli- 
gencer’ of April 5, 1850, a notice of the presentation of 
several petitions from citizens of Lewis county, which 
pavs t J 
“Ist. That the trial by jury be given by law to fugitive 
slaves when apprehended in any other State than that from 


| which they escape. 


«2d. That slavery be prohibited in all new States before 
they be périnitted to come into the Union. 

«3d. That slavery and the slave trade be prohibited in 
all the territories of the United States. 

4th. That slavery and the siave trade be abolished in the 
District of Columbia, or the seat of Government be removed 
therefrom. 

“ That they believe said petitions have not been generally 
circulated amongst the citizens of the county, and that but 
very few of them have had any participation in getting thems 
up, or had any knowledge that such petitions were in exist- 
ence. They beg leave to present it as their dediberate opin- 
ion that thosę who signed said petitions are blinded by an 
insane fanaticism, or are utterly ignorant of the truesenti- 
ment of the people of Lewis county upon the subjects 


| alluded to in said petitions. 


« That the opinions expressed by the distingnished Sena- 
tor from Kentucky upon the presentation of said petitions, 
‘that he was quite sure the petitions did not present the 
‘sentiments of any large number of persons in the county 
‘from which they eame, or any other county in Kentucky ; 
‘and that they were gotten up by concert and design between 
| ta few Abvlitionists who have found their way into ‘hat 
| é quarter,’ is sustained to the fullest extent by the facts of 
| the ease, 

“The people of Lewis county we believe are devotedly 
į attached to the Union of the States; and would be the last, 
by any conduct of theirs, in anywise to promote or strengthen 
i the cause which now so unhappily disturbs the peace ang 


Also, a petition from citizens of Ohio, asking 
that slavery may be prohibited in the territories of | 
the United States and abolished in the District of 
Columbia, that the internal slave trade may be | 
suppressed, and the slave trade may be prohibited 
by law in all the territories of the United States. 


Also, eight petitions from citizens of the same, }, 


asking that no State may hereafter be admitted į 
whose Constitution does not prohibit slavery with- 
in its limits. : 

Also, eight petitions from citizens of the same, 
asking that slavery and the slave trade may be 
abolished in the District of Columbia, or the seat 
of Government removed therefrom. 

Also, six petitions from citizens of Ohio, asking 
that the right of trial by jury may be secured by | 
law to fugitive slaves arrested in any other State | 
than that in which their service is claimed. 

Also, two petitions from citizens of Philadelphia, 


asking that the internal provisions of the act of ii 


1793, respecting the recovery of fugitive slaves, be 
repealed. 

Also, a petition from citizens of Ohio, asking 
that the right of trial by jury be secured to fugi- | 
tive slaves; that slavery and the slave trade be 
abolished in the District of Columbia; that no 
State may hereafter be admitted into the Union 
whose constitution does not prohibit slavery 
within its limits, and that slavery and the slave 


trade may be prohibited by law in all the territo- | 


ries of the United States. 

Also, a petition from David C. Ellsworth, ask- | 
ing that the Secretary of State may be required 
to grant passports to all citizens of the United 
States who may demand them, without regard to 
color. 

Also, the memorial of citizens of Salem, in 
Ohio, asking that the penalty imposed by law on | 
persons harboring or secreting slaves may be re- | 
pealed; all of which memorialsand petitions were 
received and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. CLAY. It will be recollected, sir, that $ 
some weeks ago I presented some petitions from 


f 
] 


subject of all these slavery topics combined— 
some of these little printed slips that were sent 
out there. l stated at the time that I was per- 
fectly satisfied that these petitions had been got- | 
ten up. by persons out of that county, and that 
they did not at all express the sentiments of the | 
people of Lewis county. I received last night a 
presentment of agrand jury and the proceedings 
of a large meeting of citizens at the seat of that 


| 
Lewis county, inthe State of Kentucky, upon the |! 
| 


harmony of the country. 
i Weean but express our unqualified disapprobation of 


| the conduct of such of our citizens who secretly, and for no 


i good and worthy purpose, obtain and transmit to Congress 
i petitions of the character of those alluded to. Their conduct 
| is unjust to the community in whieh they live, unworthy of 
the State, and ought, in our opinion, to be deprecated and 
condemned by every true lover of his country.” 

And here are the proceedings of a large meeting, 
at which presided General Marshall, the most 
distinguished man perhaps in the country, who 
was one of our general officers in the Mexican 
war, denouncing in still stronger terms the clane 
| destine manner In-which these petitions were cir- 
| culated and signed, and showing that they did not 
| by any means express the sentiments of the greater 
portion of the people of that county. Tam happy, 
sir, at thus having an opportunity of vindicating 
i that county—although it is true I am not very well 
acquainted with the people there, though | have 
always heard a good account of them—from the 
reproach indicated by these petitions. Iask that 
this presentment and the proceedings of the meet- 
ing to which I have referred may be received and 
| and laid upon the table. 

They were accordingly received and laid upon 
the table. 

The resolutions of the meeting are as follows: 


« Whereas we have seen with surprise that petitions have 
been sent from this county to the Senate of the United 
States, purporting to have been signed by a portion of the 
citizens of Lewis county, protesting against the admission 
i of any new State into this Union, unless their constitution 
į shali prohibit slavery, recommending that the Wilmot pro- 


j; viso should be applied to all the territories of this Union, 
| and praying the abolition of the slave trade in the District 


of Columbia: Kuowing as we do that these petitions do 
| not embody the sentiments of any considerable portion of 
‘ the citizens of this or any other county in Kentucky; that 
, they were elandestinely and secretly gotten up by a few 
į fanatic Abolitionists who have found their way into our 
county; that they are mischievous and injurious to the best 
interests of the country, by tending to keep inflamed the 
| public mind on those subjects which now agitate the entire 


i! Republic; that they stimulate the fanaties of the North in 
|| their crusade against the institutions of the South and the 


i eee secured to the South by the Constitution: There- 
: fore— 

| “Resolved, That we denounce said petitions as being 
| mischievous and injurious in their tendency, aud as noi re- 
| flecting the sentiment of the citizens of Lewis county, or 
any other county in the State of Kentueky. 

“ Resolved, That we are sincerely and ardently attached 
to the Union of these United States, and we view with 
pleasure and admiration the efforts that are now inaking in 
the Senate of the United States to settle the conflicting in- 


« Resolved, That we view the efforts of the Abolitionists, 
whether made in the t ongress of the United States or in 
obtaining petitions and sending them up to Congress, or in 
sending them to the Massachusetts Legislature, praying 


county upon that subject, in both of which they | 
take notice of these petitions. As the shortest | 
mode, sir, of stating what 1 wish to state, | will 
read what the grand jury say in respect to these || 
petitions. if 

The honorable gentleman read an extract from |! 
the presentment of the grand jury; but, to make || 
it the more intelligible and expressive of the sen- || 
timents of the citizens in Lewis county, we insert || 
that portion also which is personal to the honor- f 
able Senator, which he did not read: |! 
jurors for the Lewis circuit, empannelled at | 
| 


“The grand 
the April term, 1850, would respectfully represent that they 


j 
| 
i 
| 
i terests that now agitate the public mind, 
H 
i 
{ 
i 
j 
j 
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| secession or a dissolution of the Union, as incendiary in 
; their character, snicidal in their policy, and detrimental to 
he best interest of our glorious Confederacy.” 


Mr. FELCH submitted additional documents 
relating to the claim of William Miller fora pen- 
sion; which were referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. YULEE, 


Ordered, That George Harvey, agent of the owners and 
consignees of the British ship James Mitehell, have leave 
to witidraw his petition and papers. 

In making this motion the honorable gentleman 
took occasion to state that he did 30, because, on 
his objection being madea few days ago, the with- 


1850. 


drawal of the papers in this case was not acceded 
to by the Senate. Since that time he had exam- 
ined the papers, and he now saw no reason to in- 
terpose any objection; on the contrary, he deemed 
it proper that leave should be granted. He also 
availed himself of this occasion to say, that in the 
report of the conversation on this subject, when 
it was last before the Senate, he was represented 
by the Union to have made a charge of unworthy 
motives against the parties who" were interested. 
This was certainly an incorrect statement. The 
report was correct in the National Intelligencer. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to. which was referred the petition of Ben- 
jamin Wood, a revolutionary soldier, asking a pen- 
sion, submitted an adverse report on the same; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the document relating to the claim of 
Caty Blevins, wife of Henry Blevins, for a pen- 
sion, reported a bill granting a pension to Caty 
Blevins, widow of Henry Blevins; which was 
read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to which was referred the memorial of 
Albert Fitz, asking compensation for services as 
special agent to the British West India Islands, 
submitted an adverse report on the same; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

BOARD. OF ACCOUNTS. 

On the motion.of Mr. HUNTER, the bill to es- 
tablish a board of accounts was made the special 
order for Tuesday next, at twelve o’clock. 


THE PUBLIC PRINTING. 


Mr. WALKER moved that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of the bill to regulate appeals 
from the trials of issues in the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr. BORLAND. I make an appeal to my 
friend from Wisconsin to let that subject pass for 
the present, that we may take up the report of the 
Committee on Printing. I have no doubt that the 
members of the Senate generally are Wlesirous of 
having it disposed of, as it involves a subject which | 
materially concernsusall. The business of the Sen- 
ate is really embarrassed in its progress for want 
of due attention to that matter; and, unless there 
are very strong reasons for taking up the bill men- 


tioned by the Senator, I should be very glad if he- 
H 


would give this the precedence. 

Mr. WALKER. Icannot think that this bill 
will occupy any very great length of time in its 
consideration. It comes to us from the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary, with an amendment; and, for 
one, | am in favor of the bill and the amendment. 

Mr. BORLAND. Iam in favor of them my- 
self. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Yesterday I moved to take 
up a bill on the caiendar for consideration that was 
entitled to priority to the report of the Committee 
on Printing; but its consideration was objected to, 
that the Senate might proceed with the bills upon 
the calendar in regular order. I do not wish to in- 
terfere with this or any other bill; but I shall feel 
compelled to press my motion of yesterday, unless 
the regular order of proceeding be pursued. 

Mr. WEBSTER. A single word only. I 


really hope, sir, that no other business will be || 


transacted until we make some arrangement for 
securing the advantages of having our documents 
printed. This printing is indispensable to the 
transaction ofany business. Here have five months 
of the session elapsed, and we have not yet re- 
ceived tne documents accompanying the Presi- 
dent’s message. I think it is high time that some 
provision was made for this matier. ` 

Mr. WALKER, Iwill withdraw my motion. 

Mr. BORLAND. I now. move to take up the 
joint resolution reported from the, Committee on 
Printing, to insure more expedition in the public 
printing. 

The motion was agreed to. wk 

The pending. question was on the substitute 
offered by Mr. Bortanp to the joint resolution 
reported by the committee. 

Mr. BORLAND. When the report of the | 
Committee on Printing was. made some weeks 
ago, Í offered the amendment which is now before 
the Senare. The resolution was from the Com- 
mittee on Printing. For myself, individually, I 
have offered the amendment. I stated then, in 
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i in all probability, unless some means are taken to 


| we ought not only to hold the contractors to their 
| agreement, but that we ought to enforce the pen- 


; upon the contractors, and the terms of the bond 


i if the contract has been violated. 


part, the reasons which had governed the com- 


mittee in reporting the resolution to the. Senate, 
and also the reasons which governed me in offer- 
ing the substitute. I presume, sir, that it is a 
matter of some interest; but, as the subject was 
discussed pretty fully at the ume, it can hardly be 
necessary for me to go into anything like detail in 
repeating the reasons which were then given. | 
shall not do so, therefore, unless a discussion 
should arise in the consideration of this subject, 
so as to make such an explanation necessary. 1 
will merely state now that we were moved by the 
general consideration that we could not get in 
proper time the documents which have been or- 
dered to be printed by the Senate, and that embar- 
rassment in the transaction of the business of the 
Senate would be the necessary consequence. [t 
became absolutely necessary, therefore, that some 
mode should be adopted by which the more prompt 
and expeditious printing of public documents 
could be effected. The two propositions—the 
resolution of the committee and the substitute | 
have offered—are substantially the same, differing 
only in the manner in which the object is to be 
accomplished. 

Mr. WALKER. IfI understand the proposi- 
tion of the Senator from Arkansas, it does not 
seem to me to be a very modest one. Itis to this 
effect, I believe—that the contractors be released 
from their contract, upon their relinquishment of 
all claims which they might have for indemnity 
for their non-performance of this contract. 1 
know not, nor do Í care to know very minutely, 
what reasons are alleged for their failure to per- 
form this contract. If it be that the printers were 
mistaken when they entered into this contract, 
there is something very singular in the matter, for 
it occurs to me that men making a bid for this, 
work, men acquainted with the business, in con- 
tracting with Congress ought to have known at 
what rate they could do the work. It seems to 
me that they must have known this when they 
took the contract. Now, they must have made 
this bid either with the view of executing this 
work at what they ‘supposed to be fair rates, and 
deriving therefrom a fair profit, or they must have 
made it with a view to keep ip for the time being 
out of the hands of others, and with the ultimate 
design of throwing up the contract so as to obtain 
a higher price. 1 do not know that this has been 
the design; I do not charge it as such; but'l will 
say this much, that if that has been the design, it | 
is treating Congress very improperly. The way 
that I look at the matter, 1 think the proposition 
needs amendment, and I would submit the follow- 
ing as an amendment to the joint resolution re- 
ported by the committee: . 

“ That proper legal steps be immediately taken to recover 
the proper penalties for the non-performance of any contract 
or contracts for doing the public printing of the present Uon- 
gress.” s 

This, sir, would set an example to those who 
may be disposed to bid and not perform; and if 
such has been the fact already—which 1 do not 
charge—that the present contractor has bid with 
improper motives, others may stand warned that 
the same course cannot be repeated. Now, sir, | 
here is nearly all the printing of the present ses- 
sion yet out, and not done. ftis heaped up, and 


enforce the full performance of the contract, the 
very next contractor would suffer it to be heaped 
up ina similar way, with the view of making it a | 
better job. Sir, iftne Senate are to be thus trifled | 
with, be it so. I cannot agree to such a course, 
whatever may be the inducements, either to please 
political friends or foes. On the contrary, I am 
for holding the contractor to whatever contract he 
may make. Itis equally noble to be just as well 
as generous, and when itis shown that Congress į 
ought to be generous to these contractors, 1 ain | 
willing to be so; but, until that is done, Å think | 


alties. This is, in my opinion, the only way in 
which we can get the printing promptly done. 
Mr. BORLAND. The amendment offered by 
the Senator from Wisconsin, 1 beg leave to say, 
is not at all necessary, as the present law binding 


upon which they have entered, are all sufficient to 
authorize and require such a course of proceedings, 
I cannot see, 
sir, inasmuch as that power is already conferred 


{ 


ji 


|| some other dispositon of it, 


| as not very modest. 


tain . person.-to, enforce.thoseé law: 
tracts: made undér them--have:been: 
there- is: any necessity. for adop 
amendment. Seis Bea 
-The Senator from -Wisconsin says that th p 
osition or.the amendment. which 1 offered: 
tainly not a very modest-ones... Well, sir, 
exactly know. what.is:the meaning attached 
honorable Senator to-the word “modest”? i 
connection... If itis meant thatit isan extrayas 
gant proposition, | do not see. that the term‘is.at. 
all applicable. The amount provided intheamend+ 
ment to be paid for the printing 1-do.net-consider 
very extravagant. The printing is to be done for ` 
a sum materially less than was paid many. yeara 
ago for printing, and the Japse of time has made 
no very great reduction in the cost of printing... In 
some branches of the business, it is true, there 
has been a* material reduction. of cost, but. in 
other branches there has been an increase of the 
cost; on the whole, perhaps, there has been are- 
duction, Indeed, sir, I am pretty sure that. there. 
has been a reduction; but I: do not think, from all 
the information that I can get, that that-reduction 
has been materially greater than the reduction prd=: 
posed to. be made on the price paid for. printing-in. 
1819.. On the score of cost, therefore,. it shouid. 
not be considered an extravagant proposition: i is 

Then, sir, as to the proposition to ‘release: the: 
present contractors from any. further fulhliment of 
their contract, 1 do not think. that it ought to be 
regarded as an extravagant idea, or characterized, 
to use the words of the Senator from Wisconsin, 
I simply propose to do, sir, 
what strikes my mind, and what has ‘struck the 
mind of others, asa very proper thing to be done. 
Here are individuals—no maiter who they may be 
—who have entered into contracts with the Gov- 
ernment, which facts have fully shown to be un- 
fortunate contracts for themselves, and which they 
cannot execute without seious pecuniary. loss, 
Well, the praposition is, to release them from. the. 
difficulties into which they have fallen, and. then 
to proceed andghave the work executed on.a differs 
ent plan. For one, sir, if it be possible, I desire to 
avoid anything that will be to the detriment of the 
public interests; but at the same time I am unwil- 
ling unnecessarily to involve individuals who have 
had business transactions with the Government in 
pecuniary ruin. 

If, sir, it be extravagant or “ immodest’? to 
make such a proposition, then I am. liable to the, 
charge, for I have made such a one—one too. that 
I shall be always. ready to. defend... 1 would-be. 
unwilling, as. an individua in. any. private trans-. 
actions with another person, ‘to, ingist poh 
strictly legal:righis, atthe- expense of. pecuniary 
ruin to: that individual, and-that too without any 
advantage resulting to myself; and. as a. Senator, 
a member of this body, engaged in the perform- 
ance of public duty, 1 do not feel at liberty to zo 
further in behalf of public interests than lL would 
go for the protection of my own interests... There- 
fore it is, sir, that ] am willing, with regard: to 
individuals who ave made unfortunate contracts; 
and concerning whose course | have no evidence 
that they acted from corrupt or improper motives— 
perfectly willing to say at all times, I will release 
you from your contracts; take the arrangement-of 
the business into my own hands again, and make 
But what sort of a. 
disposition will [ make of it? I would make a 
disposition by which no other persons should be 
injured and by which the public interests should 
be subserved. As to the manner in which itis.te 
be done, sir, 1 do not know that it is necessary-to 
go much into detail; but I insist upon. this fact, - 
that our work is not dore at present in the way. 
ail admit it should be done, and. therefore we 
should take measures for its due accomplishment, 
We cannot have it executed properly under. the 
present arrangement, and’ the public interests im- 
peratively.require that we should enter into some 
other arrangement. . The report of. the committee 
proposes to have it done. under another arrange- 
ment... After having ascertained all the facts in 
relation to the subject of printing that could be 
gathered, the committee have submitted. their 
proposition, which, as i remarked, is of a similar 
character to the amendment proposed by myself, 


: The proposition of the committee simply authorizes 


and empowers the officers of the Senate and the 
“House of Representatives to contract with printers 


by existing laws, and it is made the duty of a cer-4] for the performance of this work. The amend- 
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ment submitted: by me-proposes to. appoint certain 
dndividuals*to'do ‘the work. That is the only 
‘material difference. s > 
Mr. WALKER. The point to which I intend- 
ed°to apply. the-remark- that: the proposition of 
thë Senator was not a modest one, was this: the 
amendment. proposes to release thé contractors 
4rom their contracts, upon the condition that they 
relinquish any claim for damages: that they may 
‘Have-against the Government for the non-perform- 
ante of their part of the contracts. And, sir, a 
‘vote‘upon that proposition is just as sure, to my 
mind, to bringa claim for damages, in the course 
‘of. time, as any onë thing is certain that relates to 
this business, Sir,a proposition is brought in here 
«which seems to imply that there has been fault on 
the part of the Senate. ‘These men say they cannot 
execute the contract. ` E donot know who they 
‘are; but it is contended by the Senator from 
Arkansas, and it is admitted by the contractors 
themselves, that they have made bad bargains, 
unfortunate. contracts, and cannot execute the 
printing without serious loss; and it is proposed 
that we release them from the further fulfillment of 
the contracts, upon the consideration that they 
release us from any claim for damages against the 
Government for the non-performance of their part 
of the contracts. Now, sir, as sure as that amend- 
ment is adopted, as sure. as itis entertained with 
any degree of seriousness here, there will be im- 
plied an admission that we have done wrong, left 
unfulfilled our duty, and at some future day a 
claim will be presented here by these gentlemen 
for damages. . I know, sir, from observation, asa 
member of the Committee on the Contingent Ex- 
penses of the Senate, that claims have been pre- 
sented here based on a less substantial foundation 
than sucha one would be. Contracts that have 
been made during years that have past and gone, 
for binding, stitching, folding, and putting these 
documents together, are looked into, and if it is 
found that there can be obtained any extra allow- 
ance for any portion of the work—as, for instance, 
the folding of pictures or maps to go into books— 
notwithstahding the contract was perfectly plain 
that they were not to be allowed for it, individuals 
come forward here and dun, dun, dun us for months, 
in asking for an allowance for work executed years 
ago, and we can scarcely ever get rid of them with- 
out granting their claims. Í repeat, again, sir, 
that these contractors, at the time they were making 
their bids, either did or did not know whether they 
could fulfill their engagements; if they knew they 


` trys 


«usual fair and honest rates. 


could not perform the required obligations, they 
perpetrated an act of fraud upon the Senate of the 
United States, and if they knew they could do 
what was required, but hoped they could eventu- 
ally obtain better prices for their work, they are 
now insisting upon what amounts to fraud. I do 
not charge them. with deliberately intending to 
defraud the Government, for 1 do not know the 
circumstances under which they entered into these 
contracts; but I must say, that at the time these 
bids were accepted, if they knew they could not 
fulfill them, tney should have allowed some one to 
have taken the work who could have done it as it 
was directed it should be done. 

I consider, sir, that this printing should be relet, 
because it is clear that we cannot get it done under 
the present system of contract; but I would ask, 

- sir, if in getting it done under other contracts, we 
‘are not only to release the present contractors, but 
also to beg of them to release us from any claims to- 
damages, because they have not fulfilled their 
own contracts? I must say, sir, that in looking at 
the public interests, the Senator from Arkansas 
looks through other spectacles than those which I 
would use. His Janguage is truly astonishing. 
Sir, let an example be made of those contractors 
who have brought these difficulties in. the public 
printing, not only upon the Senate but upon the 
country, and then they will not occur again. 
‘When we come to relet the work, the contracts 
will be taken with a full design to have them car- 
ried out. Unless we do-this, there certainly will 
result an injury and delay to the public business 
at every session of Congress. [am willing to re- 
lease these men from their contracts, and then to 
relet the printing, thereby relieving them from a | 
duty which they cannot perform. But, as in all | 
other cases, let them pay the forfeit, and I venture | 
to say that we will not have another transaction of | 
this. kind to trouble us; and the malleability of | 
Congress will not be constantly tried with the pre- 


sentation of claims for damages. I do not know, 
sir, who these contractors are. J never meddled 
with this question of printing. I see documents 
laid upon my desk that: are marked as printed at 
one office and then at-another office; but whoever 
they may be, they either knew they could not ex- 
ecute- the work: they bid for, or they made a bid 
in the hope that they could obtain some future in- 
crease in tht price. I was in expectation, sir, that 
some explanation would be made by the Senator 
from Arkansas, showing that there were some cir- 
cumstances, some reasons, rendering it impossible 
for them to fulfill their contracts; either that there 
had been an advance in the price of paper and 
wages, or that the Senate and the House of Rep- 
resentatives had thrown some impediments in the 
way, rendering it impossible to execute this print- 
ing. But, sir, I have heard no explanation of the 
kind; and it was to this point in the proposition of 
the committee, asking us to release them from their 
contracts, at the same time begging of them to re- 
lease us from any claims for damages, that I made 
the application of the term modest. í shall insigt 
upon a vote on the part of the Senate, directly 
upon the amendment I have offered; and if its 
phraseology be not proper, let it be altered for 
such phraseology as will best accomplish the ob- 
ject in view. If the Senate are willing to be trifled 
with longer, let it be known throughout the coun- 
Let ull the printers in the country come for- 
ward and beat down, by way of competition, as 
they did in Wisconsin, at one time, to half a cent 
on a thousand ems; let them come here and have 
a rough-and-tumble fight with the Senate, and at 
last overpower us, and obtain more money for the 
printing than any honest man would ask at the 


Mr. BORLAND. The Senator from Wiscon- 
sin proposes to introduce a practice here which { 
think the Senate will hardly sanction—that we 
should have a rough-and-tumble fight about the 
public printing. For my part, I am not disposed 
to go into any such contest. He speaks also as 
if this was a proposition coming from the public 
printers; as though they had come forward and 
made such a proposition. If this be his opinion, 
he is altogether mistaken. A resolution was adopt- 
ed directing the Committee on Printing to consider 
this matter, and to make a report as to what they 
thought the Senate had better do to accomplish 
their object—that of having the public printing 
done in a proper manner and at a proper time. 
This resolution was the result of the deliberations 
of the committee. ‘Ihe public printers havenothing 
whatever to do with it., How it could be consid- 
ered as their proposition I cannot say. The Sena- 
tor from Wisconsin insists that an example should 
be made of these men. He says it is so provided 
for is the bond; and I suppose we are to have the 
spirit of Shylock carried out here, and claim our 
pound of flesh. I cannot agree to legislate in any 
such spirit. I cannot agree to execute any legis- 
lative vengeance in this instance. If these men 
have done wrong, they certainly deserve censure 
for it; if they have acted criminally, they cer- 
tainly deserve punishment for it; but as | consider 
they have only becn unfortunate, | am not willing 
either to censure or punish. I am also perfectly 


willing that a considerable share of the responsi- 
bility in this case should be attached to one as |} 
humble as myself. 1 am willing to release them |: 
from any penalties under that bond, and to proceed |} 
as if they had nothing to do with it, and to have | 
the public printing done in such a manner as will 
satisfy the requirements of the Senate, and avoid 
the delay and embarrassment to which we have 
been thus far subjected. j 

Mr. WHITCOMB. I understand the Senator || 
from Arkansas to say that his amendment will | 
still leave us our remedy against these printers for | 
the non-performance of their contract. | 

Mr. BORLAND. No. H 

Mr. WHITCOMB. I prefer the amendment i 


of the Senator from Wisconsin to the proposition | 
that we are to release them from their contract on | 
condition that they relinquish all claims upon us ! 
for compensation for damages. 

Mr. BORLAND. Itis a mutual release. 


he designates as insisting upon the pound of flesh. 
If that is a tenable argument, it is enough to do 
away altogether with the system of requiring 
bonds. fam not prepared for that. I shall vote 
for the amendment of the Senator from Wisconsin, 
and I am not clear but that I shall vote against the 
proposition as amended afterwards. If this con- 
tract has been indiscreetly entered into, and a suffi- 
cient compensation has not been allowed, I am 
willing to passa provision absolving the contractors 
from all their obligations, on condition that they 
relinquish all claims against the Government, and 
to relet the printing. Iam willing, for one, to 
undergo all the inconveniences to which we have 
been subjected for the want of having the printing 
done, until the contract can be again relet, and the 
system fully tested. I know of no other plan that, 
to my mind, is free from objection. If we adopt 
this course, I think that we shall get along, and I 
certainly know of no other that will secure us in 
the prompt execution of the work. 

Mr. FOOTE. I should like to hear the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Wisconsin read. 

It was read by the Secretary. 

Mr. FOOTE. I donot profess to understand 
this matter at all, not having examined into it, not 
being a practical printer myself, and being without 
the means of ascertaining correctly the facts of the 
case possessed by the members of the Committee 
on Printing. I must confess that I do distrust my 
own judgment in reference to any part of the sub- 
ject now under consideration; but it strikes me 
that the amendment of the Senator from Wiscon- 
sin is improper, for one or two reasons, which I 
am inclined to state. I do not understand, in the 


| first place, it to be an ascertained fact—ascertained 


judicially at least, or through any form that by 
analogy can be called judicial—that this contract 
has been actually violated in the manner which 
this amendment presupposes. in the absence of 
the ascertainment of this fact with certainty, it 
must be obvious, 1 think, to the Senator from 
Wisconsin, that his amendment is out of place, 
because it is based on the imputation that a viola- 
tion of the existing contract has occurred to such 
an extent as to render it proper that steps should 
be immediately taken to recover the proper penalty 
for the non-performance of thecontract. That is 
my first objection. My second is this: Between 
private individuals, it does not follow, by any 
means, that every violation of a contract should 
cause a suit between the parties. A may purchase 
an estate of B at too high a price. He may mis- 
understand the value of the: property, or he may 
purchase it at a time when property is nominally 
very high in the market, and owing to a sudden 
reduction in the value of it, may find himself un- 
able to pay for it at all, or without necessarily in- 
curring pecuniary ruin. If A should be applied 
to under such circumstances, I take it for granted, 
if he be a magnanimous man, anda liberal spirited 
person, if he did not release B from that contract 
which thus threatened to be ruinously onerous 
upon him, he would at least consent to such modi- 
fication of it, if it did not deeply prejudice his own 
pecuniary resources, as would relieve the unfortu- 
nate man from the full effect of the contract which 
had proved to be so ruinous to him. If this be the 
general social principle applied to cases of this sort; 
ifan individual is properly considered by liberal 
men as unkind, grinding, oppressive, and even 


| iniquitous, when he attempts to enforce by a legal 


remedy an existing contract, under such circum- 
stances as I have named, | ask if the proposition is 
not still clearer, and if there are not much stronger 


; reasons that a Government like ours, representing 


the majesty of twenty millions of freemen, and of 
vast resources, should not conceive itself bound, 
in all cases where contracts are made with its citi- 
zens which turn out not to have been fulfilled to the 
letter, by any sense of official duty, to enforce 
rigidly the contracts thus entered into with individ- 
uals? I take it for granted that in all such cases 


| there will be a liberal regard paid to all the circum- 


stances of thecase. If, owing to mistakes or errors 
of any kind (and error is the word used by the 
Senator from Wisconsin) in the taking of the con- 
tract, or if, owing to a change of circumstances, or 


i any other state of facts that would justify and ex- 
cuse the individuals who had not complied with 


the contract, absolve them from the charge of 
having been influenced by bad motives, and show 
that they had done the best they could under the 
circumstances to comply faithfully with the con- | 
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tract thus entered into, would it be magnanimous, 
would it be proper, would it -be decent; would it 
be righteous in the Government rigidly to enforce 
such a contract, when the result might be the entire 
destruction, in a pecuniary sense, of the individuals 
thus contracting? In other words, as the Senator 
from Arkansas said, it never can be proper, nor 
consistent with our national dignity, for our Gov- 
ernment, upon the principle of Shylock, to exact 
the pound of flesh from the innocent man who 
may have entered into a contract with it, with 
which he finds it impossible for him to comply. 
Then it does not follow of course, even admitting 
the fact, which I- understand is not the case, that 
the violation of the contract is an ascertained mat- 
. ter, that it is the duty of the Government to 
enforce rigidly the penalty of the law upon the 
individuals who have been thus involved in a vio-~ 
lation of it. The duty of the Government is first 
to look into the circumstances of the case, and 
ascertain whether the parties are criminally in 
default; in other words, to ascertain whether their 
motives were good, their intentions pure, and 
whether they had done the best they could under 
the circumstances; and then, I have no hesitation 
in saying that if the Government were to enforce 
the contract rigidly, and in a spirit of vengeance, 
it would be disgraced and degraded in the estima- 
tion of every respectable man in the universe. It 
could not be otherwise. My friend from Wiscon- 
sin will allow me to say that he is not exhibiting 
his usual graciousness on this occasion, his usual 
kindness of feeling. : 
‘The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator will 
remember that personal allusions are not in order. 
Mr. FOOTE. Well, sir, if I have violated the 
rules of order in saying that a Senator has not ex- 
hibited his usual graciousness, 1 am willing to put 
it to the test, l say again, as I said before, in per- 
feet kindness, that the Senator, I think, has not 
exhibited his usual graciousness on this occasion. 
. I should consider that a compliment; and if a man 
should say that of me, I should hold up my head 
with considerable exultation. My friend has not 
acted with his accustomed graciousness in this 
matter. I think he has pressed this matter a little 
too zealously, and I am almost inclined to suspect 
my friend at some period of his life of having 
played the part of a district attorney—a most re- 
spectable office indeed—from the zealous spirit he 
manifests on this occasion, i 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks 
it is not in order thus to refer personally to a Sen- 
ator.’ 
Mr. FOOTE. Then [ really do not know what 
isin order. ldo not know how a man can talk 
about anything than the conduct of a Senator when 
replying to him. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The gentleman 
was referring to what might have been the Sena- 


tor’s pursuits heretofore. i 


Mr. FOOTE. I made no charge. 
one might.almost be inclined to suppose, from the 
present zeal of the Senator, that he had formerly 
occupied the high and responsible station. of dis- 
trict attorney. I should suppose that to be rather 
acompliment to him. If, however, it is discred- 
itable to have occupied the office of district attor- 
ney, then I confess I am in fault. However, if 
such is the opinion of the Chair, I will not pur- 
sue the matter further. I will say, then, that I 
considered my friend to have pressed this matter | 
too rigidly, because he insists that we should, in 
the language of this amendment, take legal steps im- 
mediately—as if there was danger of some imagin- | 
ary culprit’s fleeing beyond the reach of the law. 


Take steps immediately—have them seized at ! 
once—and have the penalties of the law enforced | i 
: and the penalties if they did not? Most certainly. 


against the criminals at once—that is the idea con- 
veyed. AN this is calculated to create with many 
the impression that my friend from Wisconsin has 
found some great criminality in the office, and that, 
in order to bring’ the offenders to justice, an imme- 
diate resort to the law is necessary. I can see no 
harm myself in the amendment offered bythe Sen- 
ator from Arkansas; and I must say that it does 
seem to me that we cannot adopt this amendment 
of the Senator from Wisconsion, under all the.at- | 
tendant circumstances, without the risk of doing | 
some injustice. At any rate, I am not prepared, | 
without due ascertainment of the facts, to judge of | 
the motives of these contractors harshly, nor do I 
believe that they have acted criminally. 
nothing of the particulars of the contract, nor 
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I said that | 


I know || 


does the Senator from Wisconsin seem to know; 
and therefore | am sure, as Í thought at first, that 
he has no personal motive to influence him at all. 
I appeal to him then, under the circumstances, if 
he knows as little of the ‘case as I do, whether he 
is convinced it is altogether right to urge the Sen- 
ate to adopt an amendment which must necessarily 
have the effect of operating as a serious imputation 
upon the motives of these contractors? Certainly 
the amendment authorizes the presumption that 
there has been great and criminal misconduct on 
the part of these contractors, such as to make it 
necessary that the penalties of the contract should 
be enforced, and an example offered mainly for the 
purpose, as I understood the Senator to urge, of 
hereafter deterring individuals contracting with the 
Government from a repetition of the offence. 
Being never inclined to judge harshly of men’s 
motives—being never disposed to bring charges 
which l am not positive can be substantiated— 
being always inclined, so far as a reasonable man 
can do, to judge the conduct of men with charity 
and with an equitable allowance for human infirm- 
ities, and with due regard to all the accidental cir- 
cumstances connected with the affairs of life, 1, 
for one, am not prepared to take it for granted that 
the motives of these individuals are so bad as to 
render them obnoxious to the charge of being 
criminal offenders, and deserving as.such of being 
immediately brought to justice in the manner pro- 
vided for in this amendment. 

It seems to me that the amendment of the Sena- 
tor from Arkansas is a good one in itself, and I 
am prepared to vote for it in its present form, 
or for the proposition as originally introduced, 
and I will give my reasons therefor. Neither my 
friend from Wisconsin nor myself pretend tg 
know much about the principles of this case. The 
Committee on Printing, however, have had this 
whole subject before them; the chairman of the 
committee 1s somewhat experienced in matters of 
printing, and the whole subject has been closely 
investigated by them, 1 presume, and as the re- 
sult of their labors we have this amendment. I 
think the Senate should, under the circumstances, 
to a great extent be prepared to defer to the judg- 
ment of a committee like this, remarkable for its 
diligence and skill in the performance of its labors. 
For myself, I certainly am not fully informed in 
regard to this matter, and therefore, after the ex- 
amination which | am certain has been bestowed 
upon ii by the Committee on Printing, I am will- 
ing to follow their lead in regard to it. At all 
events, Lam not disposed rigidly and unkindly, 
without due investigation, and without stronger 
reasons therefor than I have heard this morning, 
to vote for the amendment of the Senator from 
Wisconsin, conveying, as i am convinced it does, 
such serious imputations on these contractors. 

And now, if I have said anything unkind or 
uncourteous to the Senator from Wisconsin, I beg 
his pardon, and that of the Senate. 

Mr. WALKER, (in his seat.) Certainly not. 

Mr. CLEMENS. 1 was glad to hear the Sen- 
ator from Mississippi say that he was inclined to 
go with the printing committee, and that he had 
full reliance upon them. Now, it happens that 
the printing committee rejected this amendment of 
the Senator from Arkansas, and it is not the prop- 
osition of the printing committee at all. It does 
not come to the Senate with the sanction of that 
committee. I must also be permitted to say that I 
do not see the iniquity or the crying injustice of 
enforcing contracts entered into under the circum- 
stances in which this was. How was it made? 
Was it with men who did not understand what they 
were doing? Did they not know precisely the terms 
on which they were to have the work executed, 


Upon what ground, then, can they ask a recision 
of the contract thus made? The Senator from Mis- 
| Sissippi says that there is no evidence that the con- 
tract has.not been executed. Why, there is evi- 
dence of the factallaround us. Who of us has yet 
received the President’s message and the accompa- 
nying documents, the very things upon which we 
are required to legislate? These are not here. Is 
| not that evidence of misconduct? Is that not evi- 
| dence thatthe contract has not been fulfilled? What 
stronger evidence is wanted than the fact that we 
are not able to procure a single document at the 
time we want it. At the very beginning. of the 
session a resolution was adopted calling for inform- 
We have:nearly 


(ation in relation to California. 


finished our legislation on Cali 


posed by the Senator from Wisconsin. 


not yet received this infor ns 

has been misconduct; and: by“whemn:hai 
committed?; Not-by those inexperienced 
who-did not know what they were. doing. 
is. no pretence- that ‘they. were -taken 
took the contract, knowing: they. could: not exe 
it on the terms agreed upon. -They:took dt, 
doubt, as: was intimated by the Senator from: Wis- 
consin, relying on. the generosity of.Congress to 
give them additional compensation. BNE oe 

The Senator from Mississippi said it would be 
acting the part of a Shylock for the. Senate toen- 
force a contract of that sort. Sir, we have duties 
to perform besides feeding men from: the publi 
crib. One of those duties which we owe to: our 
constituents is to watch over the public ‘treasury 
and see that the money goes out of itfor honest 
purposes. This amendment will not put less than 
$50,000 into the hands of these contractors, forit 
does not stop with merely releasing them from 
their contract. We must-go on and pay them a 
bonus... And for what? For not doing their work 
as they ought to have done, and:as they contracted 
to do. . The amendment says: “ for:all work not 
yet delivered and paid for they. shall.-receive:the 
same compensation as shall-be .awarded::to: the 
persons who may be selected by Congress toexe- 
cute the remainder of the work.’* They: have 
been paid for none of the Senate work ‘as: yet, 
and they are to receive not less than $50,000 by. the 
operation of this amendment. And for what are 
we called upon to give it to them? Because they 
have kept from us the information necessary for 
our accurate and proper legislation. I am in favor 
of the amendment of the Senator from Wisconsin, 
and we do not want any evidence to prove that 
there has been misconduct. The complaints that 
are daily made, and what we see all around us, is 
sufficient evidence of that fact. 

Mr. FOOTE. 1 wish to observe that 1 have 
been very much misunderstood by.my friend from 
Alabama. : At any rate, | feel that: havea tittle 
more right now to ask that he codperate. with me‘in 
this matter. It does so happen:that] sp ke infavor 
of the amendment of the Senator from Arkansas, 
and said it was, as I understood it to be, the prop- 
osition of the committee. I acknowledge what 
{ said at the time, and if the Senator from Alabama 
will look into the matter more closely, he will find 
that the amendment of the Senator from Arkansas 
is, in all substantial respects, the ‘proposition 
of the committee. it. proposes’ to do: the same 
thing precisely, in a somewhat more. convenient 
mode. -I confess ‘my pref€rence for the ‘amend. 
ment.of. the- Senator from. Arkansas,\but dodo 
not care-a great deal whether itor the: proposi- 
tion of the committee: be adopted: I-prefer the 
amendment of the Senator from Arkansas, mainly 
because it allows us to exercise somewhat more 
of our own judgment in regard to. the individuals 
who are to do the work, than would be the cage 
under the proposition of the committee. Iam op- 
posed to the amendment -of the Senator from 
Wisconsin, for certain reasons which I have stated, 
and which reasons, the Senator from Alabama 
will permit me to say, I have not. yet heard an- 
swered. 1 decline going into the discussion'as to 
the criminality of the contractors, for reasons 
which I think onght to be perfectly satisfactory. ' 
l am not sufficienldy acquainted with the facts in 
the case, and prefer, therefore, to rely on the judg» 
ment of the committee who have examined them. 
I intend, however, to find out the real facts of the 
case, and give them the fullest scrutiny before: 
vote definitively. I am now engaged in -eertain 
proceedings which 1 trust will supply:mewith full 
and accurate information‘ in regard tọ this subject, 
and when I obtain that information, it may hap- 
pen that 1 shall concur ‘with the: Senator from 
Alabama, but at present my-information does not 
enable me. to unite -With him in support: of. the 
amendment ofthe Senator‘from Wisconsin, which 
I understand: absolutely to-adjadge the question 
of -the-criminality.of the contractors. I wish to 
look into the case-before 1 pronounce them to be 
officially unworthy. to the extent. which I conceive 
them to becharged by the Senator from ‘Wiscor:~ 
sin. Furthermore, I wish to be satisfied ‘that, even 


“Gf they have failed to fulfill their contract, it is 


consistent with the dignity of the nation. that we 
should pursue them tothe extent which is. pro- 
Iam op- 
posed to that. amendment, because it. adjudicates 


April 25, 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


> upon -the:facts cof the case, where they have not 
been: sufficienuly-investigated. Certainly, if they 
have bean:guilty:of a-dereliction of duty, E am as 
willing asany one that they should: be punished 
in-some way; but Lam not willing to take it for} 
granted, before a full investigation of the facts, | 
that they-have-been thus guilty. 
<Mr. BORLAND. I rise but to: make. one or 

two: explanatory-remarks, on one or two points 

‘on’ which there’ appears ‘to be some misunder- 
standitg. J stated inthe beginning that the com- 

mittee had no-other view in making their report, 

nor had L-any other view: in offering my amend- 

ment; than to obviate. in‘some way the evils and | 
inconveniences arising from the fact that under the | 
present arrangement the public printing could not 
be executed in the time in which we wanted it. | 
The. committee on’ printing, to satisfy themselves 

go that there- could beno doubt in regard to the} 
faet, ascertained from actual inquiry and examina- 
tion, that, under the present arrangement, it was | 
impossible that the printing could be executed as | 
we desired it, and for the reason that there is now 
ordered by Congress a much larger amount of 
printing than ever was the case, or than the print- 
ers anticipated, and were prepared for. It is | 
impossible for any one printing establishment in 
the city to do the work. Thatis the main cause | 
of the difficulty, The committee, { will say further, | 
did not believe the contract had been violated— 
that is, in the usual sense of the word violation; 
the contractors had failed to fulfill it, but under | 
circumstances which made a failure inevitable. 
They ascertained the fact that the work under the 
present arrangement could not be done. Well, | 
the next step to take was to ascertain how it could 
be-done, and what sort of a contract could be made | 
to have it done. Upon inquiry it was ascertained | 
that no one office in the city, however large, could | 
do it, and that it would then require the most exten- į 
sive offices at least in the city to do the work in 
anything like the time. ‘That is a fact which they | 
ascertauned from the testimony of the leading 
printers and publishers in the city. That it could j} 
not be donë by any one establishment, and only | 
by two establishments, when they acted in con- 
cert, or as one office, That with two such estab- 
lishments with the whole amount of the work 
given.to them, acting in concert, in this way only, 
they ascteriained, could the work be executed in 
proper time. These two facts being ascertained, 
the course before the committee was a very plain 
one, and they reported the resolution which has 
been read, empowering the Secreiary of the Sen- : 
ate and the Clerk of Me House, acting together, 
to employ persons to do the work ata fixed rate— | 
that ix, at arate twenty percent. less than the rates | 
of 1819. I ditfered with the committee on the de- : 
tails of this plan—that is, as to the proper manner | 
of employing these printers, The committee pro- 
posed to have them employed by the officers of the | 
Senate and the House, and my proposition pro- | 
posed that Congress should appoint them, allow- 
log them the same rates of compensation as were 
proposed by the committee. As to the manner 
of the appointment of the printers, the committee 
and myself, therefore, did notagree. My prop- 
esition differs in another particular from the 
report of the committee, or, rather, it goes fur- | 
ther, It provides that the contract now in exist- 
ence should be abrogated, and that there should be 
a mutual relinquishment, on the part of Congress | 
and the public printers, of all claims for damages, : 
and all penalties provided in the bond. The com- | 
mittee did not object to that, but did not deem it. 
necessary to include it in the resolution, supposing 
that it would follow as a matter of course, or that 
it would be a subject of subsequent action. They 
did not deem 1 necessary, therefore, to embody it 
in their proposition at the time. I deemed it best 
to settle the whole question at once, and, therefore, 
I made my proposition a little more comprehen- 
sive, but not different, in thatrespect. Any prop- 
osition that looks to a continuation of the contract | 
system, I think to be radically wrong. Ihave con- 
sidered this matter very thoroughly, and with some 
experience in matters of printing; and this conclua- 
“sion has also been fully justified by my observa- | 
tion-of the workings of the contract system in Con- 
gress. I have come to the conclusion that under 
this contract system there will always be difficul- | 
ties growing up. Iwill not trouble the Senate with | 
going into the reasons: which have brought me to a 
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this -conclusion, for it would be a tedious process || 


i! therefore, disposed to waive my views and adopt 


| mere litigation without any profit, except to have 
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: work should agree, and was about to offer an 


i at various times been called upon to act. At the 


to bring forward all the facts that I have examined 

on this subject. My opinion is, that in order to 
have the public printing done in a proper manner 
and in due time, respectable men, whom Congress 
can know to have the means at hand, and to pos- 
sess the requisite capital and skill, should be em- 
ployed by Congress to do the work ata fixed rate. 
That idea is embodied in the proposition of the 
committee as well as in my own. We have as- 
certained, by inquiry from the oldest and most ex- | 
perienced printers and publishers in this city, that 

a fair -rate of compensation—and the committee 

were unwilling to adopt any other rate than what 

would bea fair and adequate compensation for the į 
work done—would be a sum to be ascertained by 

deducting 20 per cent. from the rates paid under 

the resolution of 1819. It-may be, sir, that the 
work can be done for something less, and the com- 

mittee do not insist, with any pertinacity, upon 

the precise amount fixed in the resolution. Some 

amount had to be fixed, and we thought, under all 

the circumstances, that would be the proper 

amount. Still, if any lower rates are proposed, 

under which it is certain the work can be properly 

done, the committee will have no objection. 

Mr. BUTLER. I am very anxious that this 
matter shall assume a form upon which we can 
vote. I do not rise to make any lengthened re- 
marks; but it seems to me that this matter of con- 
tract simply resolves itself into this: we may either 
by mutual consent—Congress on the one side and 
the contractors on the other—abrogate the present 
contract for the public printing, or we may take it | 
away from them by force, supersede them and 
employ others, and leave them to theirremedy. If 
we do it by mutual consent, there is an end to the 
contract, and we can make another with them, or 
contract with others in their place. If itis taken 
from them without their consent, they may make 
ita matter of compiaint, and claim damages for 
this violent interference with their contract. My | 
preference is to terminate the contract by mutual | 
consent; not that | would excuse them for the in- | 
convenience they have produced, but because it is 
the shortest method of terminating those inconve- 
niences. You employ a carpenter to build a house; 
if there is a mutual release from the terms of the 
contract, the matter ends; but if you drive him off 
and employ another, then he may sue you or not, 
as he chooses. That is the principle. Then the 
other proposition advanced by the Senator from 
Arkansas is, that instead of being let out by con- 
tract, the work shall be performed by certain per- 
| sons, to be appointed under certain fixed rates of 
| compensation. Now, I am somewhat inclined 
| myself to favor the contract system; but my friend 
from Arkansas, who bas thoroughly examined the 
subject, and for whose opinions I have the greatest 
respect, thinks this to be the best way, and f am, 


H 
l 
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| 
; his. These being my views, Í am prepared to 
take the vote at once. 

In regard to enforcing these penalties, which the 
Senator from Wisconsin seems disposed to do in 
his resolution, I think that a lawsuit would be 


litigation. {t might be serviceable, as | have no 
doubt he intends it, to be held in terrorem as an 
inducement to the regard of other contracts; and 


was connected with the political press of the city. 
A great many exceptions were taken to that con- 
nection, and the project has been from time to 
time suggested that the Government ought to have 
an establishment, and employ its own agents to do 
the work. For myself, | am inclined to think 
that is the best mode of doing the work that could 
be adopted. 

As to the system of contracts to which the Sen- 
ator from Arkansas objects, Congress itself is to 
blame for the existence of the objection to it. It 
results from this: that the Goverriment has been 
in the habit of making contracts at a very low 
rate, with persons who have engaged to perform 
| the public labor, and then, instead of rigidly en- 
forcing the contracts into which those parties may 
| have entered, you have let them off, and invited 
petitions for compensation from them. By your 
conduct here, in many cases, Government has 
paid agreat deal more than the contract authorized. 
The consequence of this state of things is, that it 
is a fraud on the bona fide bidder, who would con- 
tract at fair prices for his labor, because he is un- 
derbid by some person who contracts at a rate 
which he knows will not furnish remuneration, 
but with the expectation of appealing to Congress 
to make up the deficiency and loss that he has 
sustained. Now, sir, a year or two ago we had 
hundreds and thousands of dollars to pay on a 
contract of this sort. The pretext in that case 
was, that the cholera had affected the hands, and 
perhaps there was. some ground for the interpo- 
sition of Congress; but that is not the only case 
of the kind. My position on the Committee of 
Claims has given me a knowledge of many other 
cases of the kind. I will instance that of the New 
York custom-house. The individual in that case, 
who had made.the contract to supply the stone and 
marble for that building, lost money; he applied to 
Congress, and was remunerated; but the act for 
his benefit not coming up to what he thought just 
compensation, he applied again and again for ad- 
ditional remuneration. These things are of constant 
occurrence, and result from the practice of the Gov- 
ernment in allowing bidders to make contracts at 
unfair rates of compensation, and afterwards un- 
; dertaking to pay what is just and reasonable. ` {t 
operates precisely as I have stated. It isa fraud on 
; the honest bidder, who puts in a bid which he ex- 
pects would enable him to execute the contract. 

he only remedy is a rigid adherence to the con- 
tract. If we cannot getalong by enforcing the con- 
tracts rigidly, and obliging bidders to put in such 
bids as they can live by and are able todo the 
work at, then it seems to me our best remedy is 
to employ some one who shall be in truth the 
printer for the Government, establish a Govern- 
ment press, and furnish him with funds to enable 
him to do the public printing. E am satisfied 
that a system of that sort, if we had time to carry 
| it out, would be an immense saving to the Gov- 

ernment—-an immense saving on the prices al~ 
| lowed by the resolutions of 1819. Whether it 


f 


i 


j; could be executed for the present Congress, I am 


i not sufficiently informed to say. I suppose it’ 
‘could not be; the present emergency could not 
perhaps be met by a system of that sort, and we 
must therefore adopt some other system for the 
present. If we adopt some other system, without 


in that point of view Í do not disapprove of it. 
But, so far as the actual result is concerned, l 
think we would get no profit from it. 1 think, 
therefore, the shortest way to be the best, though 
Tam reluctant to relieve contractors in this way 
in any case except where it is uecessarily imposed 
onus. The real question is, whether the work 
shall be given out by contract, where all may com- 
pete, or whether it shall be given to Gales & 
Seaton and the Union office. That is the secret 
of the whole matter and the common understand- 


any other course will afford no immediate relief į 
thac I give it my voie. I was prepared to abrogate | 
the contract and allow others to do the work-upon į; 
such rates as the chairman of the Printing Com- | 


i 


mittee and the persons inclined to contract for the f 
i! 
amendment carrying out that idea. 1 will not do |! 
it, however, and hope the vote may at once be taken. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. On this matter of pub- 


lic printing Congress has, for the last fifteen years, 


i 
t 


il 
i 
i 


i 


| 


commencement of my congressional experience it |! 


My friend from Arkansas has told us why |: 
this is necessary, and it is only from the fact that ji 


| state of things which I want to obviate. 


the contract now existing being executed—if we 
j take away the printing from the individuals who 
have failed to execute their contract, it is an abro- 


i with them, at the time the work is taken away 
from them, that this contract is to be at an end. 
| There is a good deal of force in the remarks made 
by the Senator from Alabama, [Mr. Ciemens,} 
that we ought not, by this amendment, to offer a 
i premium for the violation of the contract, and to 
: say in the amendment to these individuals, * It is 
irue you have made a bad bargain; you have un- 
dertaken the work at å price which you cannot 


' do it, and must have known you could not do it; 


and. now, in consideration of that, we will pay 
you what the officers of the Senate may allow to 
those hereafter to be employed.” That is the 
It is our 
toleration of things of that sort that offers a pre- 
mium to persons to make fraudulent bids, and thus 
to underbid and drive away individuals who would 
be willing to undertake the work at a fair price; 
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you drive these people off and. place them out of 
competition, and then, when: you find. out your 
error, you compensate these individuals for under- 
taking the work at prices at which they must have 
known they could not do it. This is all wrong, 
and we should set our faces against it, and only 
allow individuals to put in such bids as they can 
stand by. Ihave not given my attention to this 
subject, as the Senator from Arkansas [Mr. Bor- 
BAND] has, and I suppose the suggestion I have 
made. would not be a present remedy. The only 
remedy at present, therefore, is to put the work 
into the hands of some one who can get it done, 
and to take itfrom the present contractors; if that 
can be done with their consent, well and good; 
but, at all events, Lam for taking it from them 
now, and making a change, such as I have sug- 
gested, hereafier. 

Mr. MANGUM. I think, Mr. President, that 
this, | believe, the second experiment in the history 
of this Government of letting out the congres- 
sional printing on contract, has thoroughly failed; 
and that it has been demonstrated to every observ- 
ing man that the failure now is a little more com- 
plete than it was before the resolutions of 1819, 
when it was blamed as the very worst system 
under the Government. Recently, however, a fit 
of economy has seized upon the Senate, and we 
have tried it again, and this time, I believe, the 
failure is admitted by every one to be complete. 
I feel, in common with all the other gentiemen 
who have spoken on this occasion, the great in- 
convenience of not having access to the public 
documents. We have now come to the time 
when we must establish some permanent system, 
and one upon a better footing than the present 
system. 1 should infinitely prefer the old mode 


of electing printers for the respective Houses of | 


Congress, and giving them a fair, liberal, and am- 
ple compensation for the discharge of their duties, 
under the restrictions contained in the joint reso- 
lution of 1819, with any additional amendment 
which experience may suggest as an improvement. 
But. sir, there isa plan which I considered much 
some eight or ten years ago, which | should pre- 
fer incomparably to either one or all of them, 

I will premise, sir, that I desire to see these res- 
olutions recommitted to the Committee on Print- 
ing, with some instructions which I will propose, 
unless another gentleman should offer them, to ex- 
amine into and report upon the whole subject in 
all its bearings. Whatever measures we may 


adopt now to meet the present emergency will be | 


of a temporary nature. Some temporary measure 
will have to be resorted to. E care very little 
what itis. I should be willing to be very liberal 
in the compensation, that 1 would give for the 
work, which is now so much behindhand, and I 
would arrange this contract in almostany way that 
does not tend to bankrupt the treasury. I see, 
however, that in one of these amendments it is 
proposed that all the printing that has been detiv- 
ered out, and that has not been returned and paid 
for, is to be paid for at the rate of the resolutions 
of 1819. If thisamendment should prevail, | esti- 


mate that the abrogation of this ruinous contract, | 


which I understand causes a weekly loss to the 
contractor of $1,000, would increase the cost of 
the printing already ordered to not less than thirty 
or fifty thousand dollars. T 
beneficial way of getting rid of a bad contract. 
However, sir, for a mere temporary arrangement, 
Tam willing to agree to almost any plan which 
shall be suggested by the experience of the com- 
mittee. But we must have a permanent system, 
and I think the only competing measures are for 
the Government to establish a press of its own to 
do all the congressional printing, or to resort to 
the old mode of electing printers for each House. 
A great dea! may be said in favor of both plans. 
I know there would be a great difficulty in sup- 
porting some of the political presses here, if they 
did not receive some help in the way of public 
printing; but I am sometimes at a loss to know 


That would be a very j 


t 


what benefit some of the political presses confer | 


upon the country. ; : ; 

As I intend to make a motion upon this subject, 
I cal! the attention.of the chairman of the com- 
mittee to a report which was made to this body in 
1842. The whole matter had been referred to a 
committee of which I was then chairman. I called 
tomy assistance the mostexperienced practical men 
that Í could find, not only in this city but in the 
neighboring cities. The report which was the re- 
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: only, bat also the lithographing and preparing of 


| political presses here. There is very little føod for 
| the District the patronage derived from the Ex- 
| into consideration, and estimate the value of the | 


Opinion upon that point, as | do not desire to raise 


| which are not required in the consideration of this |! 


| for the present. 


sult will be found to cover the whole ground. 1 
called to my aid also the very able and elaborate 
report made by Mr. Evans, of Maine, then a mem- 
ber of the other House, and of Mr. Rice. Garland, 
of theother House. Itis one of consummate ability. 
lt estimates the cost of printing for the legislative 
and executive departments of the Government for 
ten years, the cost of binding for the several depart- 
ments, and the annual cost of the printing and 
keeping up an establishment capable of doing the 
work of the Government; all of which were made 
out by practical men who knew perfectly well 
what they were about. It will be seen that the 
whole could be put under the superintendence of 
an official manager for the purpose of accomplish- 
ing all the work of this kind, not the printing | 


maps, which have hitherto cost the Government 
such an enormous quantity of money, entirely 
disproportionate to any benefit derived from them, 
or to any labor expended in their execution, By 
adopting a system of this kind, taking the standard 
of money paid for printing for the two or three | 
years preceding the election of General Harrison, 
you will make a reduction in the outlay of the | 
Government, for work more efficiently and satis- 
factorily done, of from thirty to fifty per cent., and 
pay for the whole expense of erecting buildings 
and procuring an establishment in two or three 
years. I intend to move to recommit these reso- | 
lutions, in order that the committee may inquire 
into the whole matter; and J call their attention to 
this report, which was prepared after as minute j 
an examination as I was able to give the subject, | 
and with the assistance of the experienced practical 
men that I was able to call to my aid. There is 
but one single objection to the plan, and that is, |; 
that it would be almost impossible to maintain any | 


the press here; it finds better support in large | 
cities—in Philadelphia, New York, and Boston; 
and if you abstracied from the political presses in 


ecutive departments and from Congress, it will be | 
very difficult for them to get-alony atali. Well, 
sir, I have no doubt the committee will take that 


various presses here, I shall not express any |! 


feelings which are not germane to this subject, and 


question. 

I will say, in reference to the report to which I 
have referred, that ample materials were collected, 
and collected from the most reliable sources. The 
report was drawn up by a friend of mine, as I had 
been temporarily transferred from the floor to the 
seat you occupy. I think the report is well worthy 
the attention of the Senate, and that with such | 
improvements as subsequent experience may sug- |! 
gest, the plan it recommends will be found more 
economical, and far more efficient and disconnected |} 
with party politics of all kinds. The Senate will, į 
however, have to resort to some temporary plan. 
1 would agree to almost anything that might be pro- 
posed. And in relation to those gentlemen who have |; 
made this very ruinous contract, I am willing to || 
deal with them in the most liberal spirit; for, though || 
they may be liable to some censure, and may, in 
their anxiety to get possession of this work, have || 
bid at a lower rate than they could possibly do the 
work at, relying on the never-failing generosity of 
the Senate when using other people’s money, [a 
laugh,] yet I would set aside all that, and deal | 
with them in a most liberal spirit; for I do think 
that it is totally unworthy of this body either to 
exact the extremest penalty for any failure in the 
discharge of the contract, or to desire to get any 
man’s labor for less than an ample equivalent. But 
letthat pass. l move that the rescluuons be recom- 
mitted to the Committee on Printing, with instruc- 
tions to report a plan for the permanent adoption 
of Congress. i 

Mr. BUTLER. Iwill now move that the Sen- || 
ate proceed to the consideration of Executive busi-!! 
ness, as it does not seem likely that this matter 
will be disposed of to-day. s 

The VICE PRESIDENT. What disposition 
does the Senator wish to be made of the subject’ 
now pending? 


Mr. BUTLER. I move that it lie on the table |! 


| 
Mr. BORLAND. Will the Senator withdraw | 
it for a single moment, for an explanation? i 


hope the Senator from North Caroli 
sist in -his proposition. to recommit: these 
tions to.the Committee.on: Printing at-ihe 


2 


time; and for this reason: The.com 
made this report as-a temporary: measure; 
did not design it for'a permanént arrangemen 
will state further to: the Senator from: North Garos 
lina [Mr.. Maneum] thatl have had the:report to: 
which he refers, made in 1842, under considera“ 
tion, and have examined it fully; and. concurfully: 
with him in his opinion of it; and-of thë- propriety.” 
of adopting a plan of that sort: The objection £ 
have to the recommitment:is, that it wouid:delay: 
the matter for two or three weeks, as 1 am the: 
only member of the committee now in the cityyand 
it would be some time before we could havea meet 
ing to consider the matter. p 
Mr. MANGUM. I have no desire to produce 
delay. As, however, the fluor was yielded by the: 
Senator from South Carolina for a moment only; 
I will move that the further consideration of this: 
subject: be postponed until. to-morrowaes.0 9 8) 
Mr. FOOTE. Will the Sénator allow .me to 
make an explanation?” 6) i ys gs. paige] 
Mr. MANGUM withdrew his motion 
Mr. FOOTE. I simply rise to: make a very: 
short explanation in regard to a special-pointnewly: 
sprung up in this debate. [ ccertainly: was not 
aware, nor am I now convinced of it, although: it 
has. been intimated by the Senator from: North: 
Carolina, that if the amendment of. the Senator. 
from Arkansas were adopted, it would impose on 


| the Government a large pecuniary loss;. from 


fifty to one hundred thousand dollars I believe.to 
be the amount stated, 
Mr. MANGUM. 
thousand dollars, 
Mr. FOOTE. I have not looked into this mat- 
ter, but I think the Committee on Printing, who. 
have looked into it, can hardly have made such.a 
mistake. I rose simply for the-purpose of stating: 
that I certainly entertain. no such impression:.of 
the amendment, and I should be very. much op» 
posed to throwing such a large amount of profit, 
to which they are not legitimately entitled, into. 
the hands of any persons. As 1 ‘said before, E 
have supported this amendment chiefly from the 


1 said from thirty to. fifty 


‘respect and deference which L entertain for the 


Committee on Printing, and for its chairman, who 
have examined the matter and recommended what. 
they think right and proper. 1. trust, in-comoron 
with other gentlemen, that: hereafter,.if these res» 
olutions should: be recommitted, anda new: report 
made, or if, in the course of ‘this debate; we shall 
obtain full information on’ the subject; my. mind 
will be open to any facts that’ may. be presented ‘in 
a legitimate and satisfactory form; ant I shall.en- 
deavor, uncommitted as I now am in reference to 
this measure, to act under all the circumstances in 
a becoming and equitable manner. a 
Mr. MANGUM. The ‘Senator from Missis- 
sippi has misunderstood me; 1 did not speak pos« 
itively as to the difference which'this amendment 
would make. It was a mere guess; an-estumate, 
though I think rather under. than over the'mark, 


| Nor did I suppose that such was the purpose or 


intention of the amendment, but merely that :it 


| was susceptible of such an interpretation, which 


might be corrected by changing the phraseology. 
I repeat that | am willing to agree to anything tor 
temporary purposes, and if it will atall embarrass 
the subject 1 will withdraw my motion to- recom- 
mit, in order that the subject may be postponed, 
and that we may go into l:xeculive session, 3 
The motion to recommit was then. withdrawn.’ 
Mr. CLEMENS. lam very-anxious that- this 


| matter should be disposed of,and.t would suggest 
‘if it would not be the Letter. way: to go.into Execu- 


tive session with a postponement, so that it-may 
come up the. first thing to-morrow as: unfinished 


: business. 


Mr. BUTLER. Let- it be. passed over infor- 
mally. ` ; 

My. WALKER. I do not rise tointerpose any 
objection, but merely to call the auention of the 
Senator from Arkansas and the Senate to one 
pointin the amendment, that they may consider it 
before. the subject is again under discussion. One 
part of the amendment proposes to pay for the. 
printing already done, but not yet returned and 
paid for, according to the resolution of 1819, de- 
ducting 20 per cent. d 


Mr. BORLAND: Will the Senator allow me 
to: explain? T have certainly been very unfortu- 
nate in expressing: my meaning. I did not mean 
to payat that rate for the printing that has been 
done, but forthe ‘printing that is to -be done. 

Mr. WALKER. That is one part of the 
amgndment;.the point. to which I allude is that 
which provides payment for printing already done, 
but not yet paid for. lt would place us in rather 
an awkward_position if the printers should come 
forward and say, it is all done, but we. onl 
wanted. to get.a higher price for the work. 
‘really would. not be surprised if this were to be 
the case. It is impossible that all the power 
presses have been going in- this city, and. yet that 
noneof ‘this work has been done. It would 
be.rather a queer fix that we should be got into, if 
we. found that the printing was all done, and that 
the printers. were only. waiting to get a higher price 
for:their work; but it is singular, indeed, if more 
of this ‘printing is not done than has yet been 
delivered. 

Mr. FOOTE. I rise to say, that so far as cer- 
tain gentlemen are concerned, the Senator from 
Wisconsin is mist&ken, if he intends to make al- 
lusion to them, or if he Intends to suggest that 
those gentlemen could be guilty of such enormi- 
ties. I feel authorized to say, from an intimate 
knowledge of the parties, and from conversation I 
have had with them in reference to this matter— 
not upon these particular points, but upon the 
general bearings of the proposition now before the 
Senate, that the parties concerned and supposed to 
be interested, are incapable of such enormities as 
have been suggested, which would be alike dis- 
graceful to them and to the country, and would 
justly awaken the indignation and disgust of the 
public. I know the parties referred to intimately, 
and Í know that it is impossible that such a scheme 
as. that described could ever have entered into 
their minds. 

The subject was then passed over informally, 
by unanimous consent of the Senate. 

Jt was then moved that when the Senate ad- 
journs it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 

A. division was called for, and resulted—ayes 
22, noes 9. ’ 

So the motion was carried. 

On motion of Mr. BUTLER, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business, 
and after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened, : 

And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
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The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 


The SPEAKER announced the regular business 
to be private bills reported from the Committee of 
the Whole, on the Speaker’s table. 


THE CENSUS BILL. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, rose to a 
privileged question. He desired to offer a resolu- 
tion providing that all debate in Committee of the 
‘Whole on the state of the Union on the bill from 
the Senate, providing for the taking of the seventh 
census, should cease on Monday next, at one 
o’clock, unless it should sooner be brought to a 
close; and that the committee should then pro- 
ceed to vote on all amendments pending, or that 
might be offered. - 

The resolation having been read— 

Mr. T. expressed his desire to say a word or 
two in explanation. 

Mr. SPEAKER said unanimous consent would 
be required. . 

No objection was made. 

Mr. T., in a remote part of the Hall, made a 
remark or two, of which only a word here and 
there could be heard by the reporter. Mr. T. 
was understood to say, that upon consultation with 
a number of gentlemen, he had determined again 
to offer this resolution. ft would be recollected 
that, after the general debate had been closed, 
gentlemen would have an opportunity to offer any 
amendments which they might desire to present, 
and to make explanations under the five minutes’ 
rule. 

Mr. STANLY desired to be informed by the 


Speaker, whether Monday next was not resolu- 
tion day ? 


day. J ; 
Mr. STANLY said, that as he desired to offer a 
resolution on Monday, and could not under the ; 
rules avail himself of any other opportunity, he | 
would. move to amend the resolution by striking 
out ‘* Monday” and inserting ‘* Tuesday.” 

The SPEAKER stated the amendinent. - 

Mr. INGE suggested, that as the census bill had 
been made the special order for every day until 
disposed of, it would still be the privileged: busi- 
ness on Monday, and would take precedence over 
other business. Nothing, therefore, would _be 
gained by the gentleman from North Carolina | 
[Mr. Sranty] by insisting on his amendment. 

NEW MEXICO AND DESERET. 

Mr. STRONG rose and said, that some weeks 
ago a special order of the day had been assigned 
for Monday next. He desired to be informed by 
the Chair, what would be the effect upon that 
order if the debate on this special order of the 
census bill should not terminate before Monday? 

The SPEAKER. In the opinion of the Chair, 
this special order on the census bill takes prece- 
dence over the special order made for Monday 
next. 

Mr. INGE. And over the regular order of 
business ? R 

The SPEAKER. Until disposed of it will take 
precedence over all business. Í 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I move that 
tke resolution be laid on the table. 

Mr. STRONG asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to say a few words. 

No objection having been made, 

Mr. S. said that the special order made for Mon- 
day next did not provide that the business assigned 
for that day should continue to be the specia! order 
from day to day until it should have been disposed 
of. It was supposed at the time the order was 
made, that it could easily have been disposed of in 
one day. 

Mr. ‘ROWELL requested the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Srrone] to state what the 
special order which had been assigned for Monday 
next was? 

Mr. STRONG. It relates to the rights of cer- 
tain persons claiming seats in this House, as Del- 
egates from the Territories of New Mexico and 
Deseret. I suppose that the special order on the 
census bill will override the special order on this 
territorial question, and that the latter, having been 
assigned for Monday only, will cease to be a spe- 
cial order. Under these circumstances, I hope the | 
House will consent 

Mr. MORSE (interposing) desired to ask a 
question. : 

Mr. STRONG yielding the floor— 

Mr. MORSE desired to be informed whether | 
the special order for Monday next was not a priv- 
ileged question—a question of a higher order— 
being the right of a person to a seat asa Repre- | 
sentative on this floor? It was his impression that 
that question would take precedence over all other 
business. 

The SPEAKER stated that the proper time to 
decide that question would be on Monday. The 
Chair, however, had no doubt as to the effect of | 
the special order of the census bill upon the other | 
special order set apart for Monday. The former ' 
would override the latter. 

Mr. MORSE. It would override any ordinary 


business, but would it override a 
ilege ? i 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has decided ona i 
ques- || 


question of priv- || 


former occasion, that the question was not a 
tion of privilege; bat these are. questions to be | 
formally decided as they shall properly come before | 
the House, and notin an irregular manner, upon j 
suggestions now. i} 
Mr. STRONG. I will detain the House but | 
one moment. I hope the House will allow me to | 
move that the special order which was made for || 
Monday next, shall continue to be a special order | 
until it shall have been disposed of, and that it ‘| 
may be taken up after the special order on the | 
census bill shall have been disposed of. 
The SPEAKER said, unanimous consent would | 
be required to allow the gentleman to make the `: 
motion. 
Mr. PRESTON KING objected. 
(he said) to have a resolution 
So the motion of Mr. 


He desired 
Monday. 
Srroxe was not enter- $ 


tained. 


H 
i 


CENSUS BILL. 

Mr. VINTON said, it was evident that the 
House was not prepared to close the debate on the 
census bill at the time designated in the resolution 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Tuomr- 
son,] and he (Mr. V.) desired to call the attention 
of the Speaker to the fact that the gentleman from 
Georgia [Mr. Srepuens] had moved that the reso- 
lution be laid on the table. 

The question, ‘Shall this resolution be laid o& 
the table?’ was then put to the House. 

The Speaker said, the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, called for 
the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. BAYLY desired the Speaker to state 
when the resolution proposed to terminate the 
debate. 

The SPEAKER. On Monday next at one 
o’clock. . $ 

The question, ‘Shall the resolution be laid upon 
the table ?”? was then again taken and the vote stood 
—yeas 76, nays 76; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bing- 
ham, Bissell, Bocock, J. P. Caldwell, Campbell, Chandler, 
Clarke, Daniel, Deberry, Dixon, Doty, Duer, A. Evans, 
Fitch, Freedjey, Fuller, Gerry, Hall, Halloway; Hamilton, 
Haralson, I. G, Harris, Henry, Hoagland, Holliday, Howard, 
Hubbard, R. W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, Kerr, G. G. King, 
La Sére, Leffler, Matteson, R. M, McLane, McMulien, Me- 
Queen, Millson, Moore, Morehead, Morse, Morton, Olds, 
Otis, Outlaw, Phelps, Pitman, Potter, Powell, Ristey, Root, 
Ross, Sawtelle, Schermerhorn, Stanly, Frederick P. Stan- 
ton, R. H. Stanton, A. H, Stephens, Sweetser, Thomas, 
Thurman, Toombs, Vinton, Wallace, Watkins, Went- 
worth, White, Williams, Wilson, and Woodward—7. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Alston, Andrews, 
Booth, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Briggs, Albert G. Brown, W. 
J. Brown, Buel, Burrows, C. Batler, J. Cable, Calvin, Ca- 
sey, Cleveland, Clingman, W. R. W. Cobb, Conger, Corwin, 
Crowell, Dickey, Dimmick, Duncan, Durkee, Ewing, Fow- 
ler, Giddings, Goodenow, Gould, Hampton, Harlan, Y. L. 
Harris, Hibbard, Houston, Howe, Inge, W. T. Jackson, A. 
Johnson, Jobn A. King, Preston King, Littlefield, Mason, 
McDonald, McDowell, McGaughey, McWillie, Nelson, 
Peaslee, Putnam, Reed, Richardson, Robbins, Rockwell, 
Rose, Rumsey, Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, 
Stetson, Strong, Taylor, Jacob Thompson, James ‘'homp- 
son, Jobn B. Thompson, William Thompson, Tack, Under- 
hill, Van Dyke, Walden, Waldo, Wellborn, and Wildrick 

The vote being a tie, 

The SPEAKER voted in the affirmative. 

So the vote stood yeas 77, nays 76. 

And the resolution was laid upon the table. 

On motion, it was ordered—yeas 87, nays 81— 
that when the House adjoums, it adjourn to meet 
on Monday next. È 


PRIVATE. BILLS. 
The House then proceeded to dispose of such 
private bills on the Speaker’s table as had here- 


tofore been reported from the Committee of the 
Whole: 


The bill for the relief of Solomon T. Nicol and 
James Clinch, of the city of New York, coming 


|| up in its order, was read by its title; when 


Mr. THOMAS objected to its consideration. 

The SPEAKER said, this being objection day, 
the bill will lie over. 

The following bills were severally read a second 
time and ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing, and being engrossed, were read the third time 
and passed, viz: 

A bill for the relief of Brown & Tarbox; and 

A bill for the relief of James T. Graham, 

THE FRANKLIN EXPEDITION, 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, rose, he said, to 


| a privilege question. He wished to make a motion 


in relation to the joint resolution which had been 
reported yesterday from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, authorizing the President of the United 
States to accept and attach to the navy the two 
vessels offered by Mr. Henry Grinnell, of New 
York, to be sent to the Arctic seas in search of 
Sir John Franklin and his companions. 

Before making the motion, he desired to be in- 
formed by the Speaker, whether, under the rules 
of the House, the resolution went upon the Speak- 
er’s table. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution goes upon 
the Speaker’s table, and takes its place, under the 
rule, in the regular order of business on the Speak- 


i er’s table, 


Mr. STANTON. For the purpose of getting 
the resolution before the House now, as the ships 
composing this expedition expect to sail one day 

ext week 

The SPEAKER 
are in order. 
motion, 


SR (interposing) said, no remarks 
The gentleman will submit his 
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Mr. STANTON. I move to reconsider the 
vote by which the House refused to lay the joint 
resolution on the table. : 

Mr. BAYLY rose to inquire. of the Chair; 
whether that motion was debatable? 

The SPEAKER said, it was not debatable. It 
was a motion to reconsider a motion to lay on the 
table, and the original motion not being debata- 
ble, therefore, the present. motion was not. 

Mr. JONES rose to inquire, whether his col- 
league, [Mr. Sranton,] who made this motion, 
had voted yesterday in favor of the motion to lay 
the joint resolution on the table? 

Mr. STANTON. No, I voted against the mo- 
tion to lay on the table. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman voted with 
the majority. f 

Mr. JONES said, he understood that this reso- 
lution was now upon the Speaker’s table. If the 
House should reconsider the vote by which it re- 
fused to lay the joint resolution on the table, would 
the effect be to bring the resolution before the 
House? 

The SPEAKER (turning to the other side of 
the House, and who, therefore, was doubtfully 
heard) said, the effect would depend upon the ac- 
tion of the House. A motion had been made to lay 
the joint resolution on the table. ‘The House had 
refused to lay it.upon the table; and, by this ac- 
tion, the resolution had taken its place in the regular 
order of business on the Speaker’s table. The 
gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Stanron] now 
moved to reconsider the vote refusing to lay the 
resolution on the table. If the House refused to 
reconsider the vote, the question would not be af- 
fected at all. The resolution would still be on the 
Speaker’s table. If the House should reconsider 
the vote, the joint resolution would then be before 
the House, and the question would recur on the 
motion that the resolution be laid on the table. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, addressed 
an inquiry to the Chair, in reply to which, 


The SPEAKER said, if the motion to recon- | 
sider should not prevail, the joint resolution will |) 


remain on the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. THOMPSON. Ifthe motion does prevail, | 
and the question should be taken on laying the 
joint resolution on the table, and that motion should 
not prevail 

The SPEAKER. Then the joint resolution 
will be before the House for its action. 

The SPEAKER then stated the question to be 
on the motion to reconsider the vote by which the 
House had refused to lay the resolution on the 
table. 

The yeas and nays having been ordered, and 
the Speaker having, in reply to a request of Mr. 
Presron Kina, again’stated the question, 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the motion to recon- 
sider be laid upon the table. y 

Mr. JONES asked for the yeas and nays. 

On a division, 27 members voted in favor of the 
demand, and 112 against it. aa 

Tellers (Messrs. McMutten, of Virginia, and 
Kine, of Rhode Island) were ordered. 

And the count having been again taken, 38 
voted in favor of the yeas and nays, and 94 against 
them. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question, ‘Shall the motion to reconsider 
the resolution be laid upon the table?’ was then 
taken, and decided in the negative—yeas 71, nays 
94; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bayly, 
Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. 
Brown, William J. Brown, Joseph Catle, W. R. W. Cobb, 
Colcock, Daniel, Dunham, Ewing, Fuller, Gerry, Gorman, 
Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, I. G. Harris, S. W. 
Harris, T. L. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holliday, Howard, 
Hubbard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, R. W. Johnson, Jones, 
Julian, Lefer, Littlefield, Mason, MeClernand, McDowell, 
MecLanahan, McMullen, McQueen, MeWillie, Millson, | 
Orr, Peaslee, Peek, Phelps, Potter, Powell, Richardson, 
Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, A. H. Stephens, Stetson, Sweetser, 
Thomas, Jacob ‘Thompson, John B. Thompson, Toombs, 
Wallace, Wellborn, Wildrick, Wood, and Woodward—71, 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Andrews, 
Bocock, Booth, Bowie, Briggs, Brooks, Buel, Burrows, 
Chester Butler, J. P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, 
Chandler, Clarke, Cleveland, Clingman, Conger, Corwin, 
Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Dimmick, Dixon, Doty, Duer, 
Duncan, Durkee, Alex. Evans, Fiich, Fowler, Freedley, 
Gentry, Gondenow, Gould, Hallowgy, Hampton, Harlan, 
Haymond, H-hard, Henry, Houston, Howe, wW. T. Jackson, 
Kerr, Dan. P. King, Geo. G. King, J. A. King, Matteson, 
McDonald, McGaughey, McKissock, Robert M. McLane, | 
Moore, Morehead, Morse, Nelson, Otis, Outlaw, Pitman, 
Putnam, Reed, Risley, Robhins, Rockwell, Root, Rose, 


Rumsey, Schermerhorn, Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, 


| 


Sprague, Stanly, F. P. Stanton, R.-H. Senton, Serong, | 
Taylor, James Thompson, William Thompson, Thur man, 
Puck, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, Wentworth, 
White, Williams, Wilson, aud Wiuthrop—s4. 

So the motion to reconsider was not laid upon 
the table. 

The question then recurred on the motion to 
reconsider. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, moved 
that the rules be suspended, and that the House 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

A motion was made that the House adjourn. 

The question being taken, the House refused to 
adjourn. 

The question recurred on the motion that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 


Mr. BROOKS. 1s not this another way of 
killing this joint resolution to-day as it was killed 
yesterday? 

Mr, BAYLY. Itis for the House to decide 


whether it will proceed with the indispensable pub- 
lic business, or whether it will set it aside to take 
up this visionary project. 

The SPEAKER. All remarks are out of 
order, 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, asked the 
yeas and nays on the motion to go into Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union; which 
were ordered. 

And the question was taken and decided in the 
hegative—yeas 72, nays 86; as follows : 

YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Averett, Bay, Bayly, Bingham, 
Bissell, Booth, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, William J. Brown, 
Joseph Cable, Clingman, Williamson R. W, Cobb, Daniel, 
Dunham, Ewing, Fuller, Gerry, Gorman, Hall, Hamilton, 
Hammond, Haralson, [sham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, 
Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holiday, Howard, 
Hubbard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, R. W. Johnson, Jones, 
Julian, KauGnan, Preston King, Lefer, Littlefield, Mason, 
McClernand, McDonald, McDowell, McLanahan, Robert M. 
McLane, McQueen, Me Willie, Millson, Olds, Orr, Peasive, 
Pouer, Richardson, Robbins, Koss, Savage, Sawtelle, A, H. 
Stephens, Stetson, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, 
James Thompson, Toombs, Walden, Wallace, Welborn, 
Wildrick, Wilmot, and Wood—72. 

NAYS— Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Ashe, Bocock, 
Bowie, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Joseph P. 
Caliwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Cleve- 
land, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Diminick, 
Dixon, Doty, Duer, Dunean, Durkee, Alexander Evans, 
Fitch, Fowler, Freedley, Gentry, Goodenow, Gould, Hallo- 
way, Hampton, Harlan, daymond, Hebard, Henry, Houston, 
Howe, William T. Jackson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George 
G. King, John A. King, Matteson, McGaughey, McKissock, 
Moore, Morse, Morton, Nelson, Otis, Outiaw, Pitman, Put- 
nam, Reed, Risley, Rockwell, Root, Rumsey, Schermerhorn, 
Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Frederick 
P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Strong, Taylor, Jobn B. 
Thompson, Thurman, Underbill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Wat- 
kins, Wentworth, White, Williams, Wilson, Winthrop, and 
Woodward—ws. 

So the House refused to go into Committee of 


the Whole on the state of the Union. 
THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 


Mr. THOMAS moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole House for the 
consideration of the private calendar; and on that 
motion he demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, made the point, 
that the motion of his colleague [Mr. ‘THomas] 
was not now in order. The motion to reconsider, 
which he (Mr. S.) had made a short time since 
being a privileged motion, took precedence of this, 
and must be disposed of before the motion of his 
colleague could be put to the House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
the motion to go into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union on the special order takes 
precedence of any motion that may be made. 
But that motion having been rejected, and this 
being private bill day, the motion of the gentleman 
from Tennessec [Mr. Tuomas] is in order, and 
will take precedence of the mouon of the gentle- 
man, (Mr. Srawron.] - 

Mr. STANTON. The point which I make in 
addition. is, that the census bill being the special 
order overrides the regular order for private bills, 
and that the House, having refused to go into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union on 
the special order, my motiom, which is a privileged 
motion, is next in order. 

The SPEAKER., It is very true that. the 
special order overrides the regular order in case 
the. House go into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and the motion te go.into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
has precedence; but ifthe House refuse to go into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, |} 


| Tuomas’s motion, 


Mr. THOMAS dema: 


114. ; : che Hager 8 
The SPEAKER stated that the yeas. and: naya 
were ordered. EE Re 
Mr. KAUFMAN.: No quorum: has votedy T- 
believe. : Se ae 
The SPEAKER. Nor is a quorunt necessary: 
The question on going. into Committee of the 
Whole House was then taken, and the voteres 
sulted—yeas 60, nays 91; as follows: eRe 
YEAS—Messrs, Atbertson, Ashe, Averett, Bayly, Bing: 
ham, Bissell, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, 
William J. Brown, Buel, Joseph Cable, Casey, Clingman, 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, Daniel, Ewing, Gerry, Hall, Hani- 
ilton, Hammond, Haralson, Sainpson W. Harris, Thomas 
L. Harris, Hibbard, Holliday, Howard, Hubbard, Andrew. 
Johnson, Robert W, Johnson, Jones, Kaufinan, La Sere, 
Leffler, Lituefield, Mason, MeClernand, McDonald, MeDow~- 
ell, McLanahan, McLane, McQueen, McWillie, Millson, 
Morton, Olds, Peaslee, Phelps; Richardson, Robbins, Ros 
Savage, Stetson, ‘Thomas, Jacob ‘Thonipsoit, Toombs, Wa 
Jace, Wildrick, Wilmot, and Wood—60.. : 
. NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Andrews, 
ker, Bocock, Booth, Bowie, Briggs, Brooks, Burrow: >», Ches=', 
ter Butler, Joseph P, Caldwell, Calvin, Chandler, Clarke; 
Cieveland, Conger, Corwin, Crowell; Deberry, Dickey, 
Dimunick, Dixon, Doty, Duer, Duncan, Durkee, Alexander 
Evans, Fitch, Fowler, Freedley, Giddings, Goodenow, Gould, 
Halloway, Hampton, Harlan, Hebard, Henry, Hoagland, 
Houston, Howe, William T. Jackson, Julian, Kerr, Daniel P, 
King, George G. King, John A. King, Preston King, Matteson, 
McGaughey, Moore, Nelson, Otis, Outlaw, Pitman, Potter, 
Putnam, Reed, Risley, Rockwell, Root, Rose, Rumsey, 
Schermerborn, Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, 
Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Alexan- 
der H., Stephens, Strong, Taylor, James Thompson, Wil- 
liam Thompson, Thurman, Tuck, Uunderbill, Van Dyke, 
Vinton, Walden, Watkins, Wentwoth, White, Williams, 
Wilson, Winthrop, and Woodward—9. 


So the House refused to resolve itself into Cor: 
mittee of the Whole House on the private éalenda 


FRANKLIN EXPEDITION. 


The SPEAKER announced ‘that the question 
now recurred upon the motion of Mr. STANTON; 
to reconsider the vote by which the House had 
refused to lay the resolution relative to the Frank- 
lin expedition on the table; on which motion the 
yeas and nays had been ordered. : 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, inquired: if thë 
effect of this motion would not be-to lay. the reso- 
lution on the table? 0s he RE PRE 

The SPEAKER. replied; that he had alfead 
stated, if the House refused to-reconsider, the tes 
olution would he on the-table. Jf the Housedid 
reconsider, the question would then recur upon the 
motion to lay on the table——~ os 

Mr. JONES (interposing) addressed the Chair. 

_ The SPEAKER, (continuing.) -Bat the proper 
time to decide the point of order would be. after 
the question is taken on the motion to reconsider, 

Mr. McLANE suggested that the House might 
have been voting upon the opinion of the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has merely stated 
his opinion, but it is not binding upon the House, 
or upon the Chair, if the Chair, upon further ex- 
amination, shall have reason to decide otherwise 
when the point of order comes up, the proper time 
for which. will be when the motion to reconsider 
shall have been disposed of. . 

The question was then taken, and decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 86, nays 62; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Baker, Bocock, 
Booth, Bowie, Briggs, Brooks, Buel, Burrows, Chester 
Butler, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, 
Cleveland, Clingman, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, 
Dickey, Dimmick, Dixon, Doty; Duer, Duncan, Durkee, 
Alexander Evans, Fitch, Fowler, Freediey,- Goodenow, 
Goutd, Halloway, Hampton, ;Harlan, Haymond, - Hebard, 
Heniy, Houston, Howe, William F. Jackson, Kerr, Daniel . 
P. Kiny, George G. King, Joli A.King, La Sére, Matteson, 
McGanghey, Moore, Morton, Nelson, Otis, Oudaw, Pitman, 
Potter, Putnam, Reed, Risley, Rockwell Root, Rese, Rum- 
sey, Sehermerhorn, Shepperd, Silvester, Spauiding, Sprague, 
Stanley, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H, StantongSirong, 
Taylor, James Thompson, Tharman, Underhill, Van Dyke, 
Vinton, Walden, Watkins, Wentworth, White, Wiliams, 
Wilson, and Winthrop—s6. 

NAYS-—Mesers. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bayly, Beale, 
Bingham, Bissell, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, ALG, Brown, W, 
J. Brown, Joseph Cable, WLR. W. Cobb, Daniel, Dunham, 
Ewing, Fuller, Gerry, Gorman, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, 
Haralson, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L, Harri-, Hibbard, 
Holliday, Howard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, Julian, Kauf- 
man, Preston King, Liuieneld, Mason, McCternand, Me- 
Donald. McDowell, MeLanahan, R. M. MeLane, McQueen, 
McWillie, Millson, Orr, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Robbins, 
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= ; : 
- Ross. Savage, Saw: Stetson, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob 
Epa Tarr "Thompson, Wallace, Weliborn, 

Wiliniek, and Woud—$2. — : 

So: the House. agreed to reconsider the vote by 

which they had refused tọ lay the joint resolution 
onthe tables. - : i . 
The SPEAKER. announced that the question 
recurred upon the original motion to lay the joint 
resolution on the.tabie. 
Mr. JONES. rose, he said, to. a question of or- 
der. ; : ; 
~The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee will state his point of order. i 

Mr. JONES proceeded to state his point of 
order: -He said, on yesterday: the. chairman of 
the Committee on Naval Affairs [Mr. STANTON] 
reported this- joint resolution: -A motion was 
made to lay that ‘resolution on the table; that | 
motion. failed; my colleague. (Mr. Savage] then 
obtained: the floor.and offered an amendment, and 
wasaboutto proceed to discuss the merits of that 
resolution and amendment when he was deprived 
of. the floor by a privileged question, the motion 
to go into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, for the consideration of the special 
order.of the day; the Speaker stating at that time 
that he would be entitled to the floor when that 
resolution. should again come before the House. 
By the adoption of the motion to go into Commit- 

‘tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, the 
pending question being on the engrossment of the 
joint resolution, passed from before the House and 
took its place on the Speaker’s table, to be taken 
up in its order when the House should proceed to 
the business on the Speaker’s table. To-day a 
motion was made to reconsider the vote by witich 
the House refused to lay this resolution on the 
table; the Speaker, as I understand, decided that the 
reconsideration of that vote brought this resolution 
from its place on the Speaker’s table again before 
the House. From that decision of the Speaker I 
appeal; and if itis not—like a great many other 
questions not debatable—I wish to state some 
few reasons why I think the Speaker’s decision 
incorrect. 

The SPEAKER. In the opinion of the Chair, 
the appeal is not debatable. lt partakes of the 
character of the original motion to lay on the table, 
and that is not debatable. 

Mr. JONES. Then what will become of the 
question of the right of my colleague [Mr. Savage] 
to the flacr? : 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will decide that 
question at the proper time. ‘The only question 
now is, whether che effect of the motion to recon- 
sider is to bring the bill before the House. The 
Chair decided that the motion to reconsider the 


vote by which the House refused to lay the joint |i 


resolution on the table would bring the bill before 
the Rouse; and that the motion now recurs upon || 
the motion to lay the joint resolution on the table. |/ 
The facts were correctly stated by the gentleman 
from Tennessee: this resolution, when the House 
yesterday resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, went, in the 
opinion of the Chair, to the Speaker’s table. The 
motion to reconsider, however, is a privileged mo- i 
tion. It proposes to reconsider the action of the 
House preceding the time when the gentleman 
from Tennessee [Mr. Savace] obtained the floor. 

Mr. JONES interposed, and said he had under- 

stood the Speaker 
. not debatable. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has the right to || 
state his decision to the House, and the grounds 
of that decision. 

The Chair (the Speaker continued) was stating 

‘to the House that the motion was to reconsider 
the action of the House at a stage of the question 
preceding the time when the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee (Mr. Savace] made his motion to amend, 
and when the joint resolution passed from the con- 
sideration of the House. 
Chair is, that the motion to reconsider being de- 


to decide that the appeal was || 


cided affirmatively, the question immediately recurs || 


upon the motion which was reconsidered. The 


1 
i 
i 
i 
i 


Chair has not had an opportunity to examine all 
the precedents; but as far as he has been able to | 
look into them, during the pendency of this ques- | 
tion, (having been notified that an appeal would | 
be taken,) he finds that in every instance where a || 


ti 
H 


motion- to reconsider has been passed in the affirm- 
ative, the question immediately recurred upon the |. 
question reconsidered, 


l of the gentleman from Tennessee 


The decision of the |! 
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The question is, ‘‘ Shall the decision of the 
Chair stand-as the judgment of the House??? 

The question was taken, and decided in the 
affirmative, without a division. A 

So the decision of the Speaker was sustained; 
and . the question upon: the motion to lay on the 
table was decided to be in order at this time. 

The SPEAKER announced the question upon 
this motion. f i 

Mr. McMULLEN demanded the yeas and 
nays. 

Mr. JONES stated that the yeas and nays were 
ordered yesterday, and inquired if the vote to re- 
consider did not bring the question back before 
the House in the same state as it was—with the 
yeas and nays ordered ? aoe oh 

The SPEAKER said that, in his opinion, the 
order for the yeas and nays had been exhausted, 
and it would be necessary for the House to order 
them again, if they were taken. A 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and, being 
taken, were—yeas 53, nays 91; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bayly, Beale, 
Bingham. Bowlin, Boyd, A. G. Brown, W. J. Brown, J. 
Cable, W. R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Daniel, Dunham, Ewing, 
Fuller, Gerry, Gorman, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Harai- 
son, Isham G Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. 
Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holliday, Howard, Jones, Kauf- 
man, Preston King, Littletield, MeLanahau, MeMullen, 
McQueen, MeWiilic, Millson, Phelps, Richardson, Ross, 
Savage, Sawtelle, Stetson, Sweetser, Jacob Thompson, 
Withiam Thompson, Wallace, Wellborn, Wiidrick, Wovd, 


j avd Woodward—:3 


YAYS— Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Andrews, Baker, Ben- 
nett, Bocock, Booth, Bowdon, Bowie, Briggs, Brooks, Bur- 
Chandler, Clarke, Cleveland, Clingman, Conger, Corwin, 
Deberry, Dickey, Dimmick, Dixon, Doty, Duer, Duncan, 
Durkee, A. Evans, Fitch, Fowler, Freedley, Goodenow, 
Gould, Halloway, Hampton, Harlan, Haymond, Hebard, 
Henry, Houston, Howe, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. 
King, J. A. King, La Sére, Lefiler, Matteson. McClernand, 
Robert M. McLane, Moore, Morton, Nelson, Orr, Otis, Out- 
law, Pitman, Potter, Putnam, Reed, Risley, Robbins, 
Rockwell, Root, Rose, Rumsey, Schermerhorn, Selool- 
eratt, Shepperd, Silve ter, Spalding, Sprague, Stanly, Fred- 
eriek P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Strong, ‘Taylor, 
Thurman, Tack, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Walden, 
Watkins, Wentworth, White, Williams, Wilson, and Win- 
throp—9], 


So the House refused to lay the joint resolution 
on the table, 


Mr. SAVAGE (who was entitled to the floor) 
said that he had a few words to say upon this 
question. T'he subject was one which seemed to 
have excited some interest in the country, and not 
a little on the otheg side of this Chamber. He, 
| for one, had formed an opinion as to the course 
which, in his judgment, it was proper for him to 
pursue in relation to this and all other questions 
of the kind. He had yesterday sent up’ an 
amendment, which was read at the Clerk’s table. 
He had experienced some difficulty in convincing 


| his friends that he was serious in his effort to unite 


another subject of investigation, which he thought 
equally important, with the one contemplated by 
this joint resolution. The few remarks which he 
now proposed to make would have reference to the 
character of the two objects for which-it was pro- 
posed to make provision. In the end, he thought 
it would be found that those two objects were the 
same, although 
Mr. WINTHROP (interposing, addressing the 
Chair) said he desired that the point of order 
which he had yesterday raised on the amendment 
{Mr. Savace] 
should be decided. And Mr. W. inquired whether 
that amendment had been received by the Chair? 
The SPEAKER said that the amendment had 
neither been received by the Chair, nor been con- 
sidered by the Chair as having been offered. 
Mr. SAVAGE continued his remarks. 
are two expeditions, he said. 


Here 


any valuable 
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project worthy of the English Government, and of 
those who are proclaiming its praise; . nor do I in- 
tend to say a word to wound the sensibility of 
that Government or of its friends here or else- 
where. I admire it for some parts of its. policy. 
England protects her subjects in every land; and 
well I remember her noble bearing in the days of 
Tyler, when, regardless of war, she wrested from 
our trembling Government the notorious McLeod. 
She needs none of our assistance to hunt or pro- 
tect her subjects, I should be proud to know 
that Americans are protected abroad as English- 
men are. 

Mr. RUMSEY rose and (Mr. Savage yielding 
the floor) said he had understood the gentieman 
from Tenessee [Mr. Savage] to say that McLeod 
had been given up on the demand of the British 
Government. The fact wasnot so. McLeod was 
tried in the State of New York for murder, and, 
upon the finding of the jury, was acquitted. 

Mr. SAVAGE said, he had not alluded to the 
trial as in connection with the jury. If an acquit- 
tal had been produced, it was well known that 
our Government had aided in effecting it. 

Mr. RUMSEY was understood to say that 
such interfering might answer in the State of 
Tennessee; it would notin New York. 

And, in the course of the same remarks— 

Mr. MATTESON rose to make an inquiry. 

Mr. SAVAGE yielded the floor. 

Mr. MATTESON inquired whether the gen- 
tleman from‘Tennessee had ary knowledge upon 
the subject of the trial of McLeod? 

Mr. SAVAGE said, he possessed such general 
information in regard to it as had been given in 
the public.prints. 

Mr.MATTESON, A fairer trial never took 
place in this or any -other country. The judge 
told the jury that they had nothing to do with the 
consequences of their verdict; that if, upon the 
testimony before them, they should believe that 
McLeod was guilty, they were to do their duty, 
and convict him, if by so doing the country 
should be wrapped in flames. That judge is above 
reproach from any quarter—as bold, as honest, 
and as enlightened a man as ever administered 
justice. And the gentleman from Tennessee is 
unwarranted in saying that this individual had 
been wrested from the power of the judicial tribu- 
nals of the State. 

Mr. SAVAGE. I am somewhat acquainted 
with courts of justice, and the judge’s charge, as 
explained by the gentleman, is one of the best 
speeches Í have ever heard for a defendant. This 
was in substance to say, convict this man, and 
į you wrap this country in flames. f 

Mr. MATTESON. I said no such thing. 

Mr. SAVAGE, The gentleman, as l under- 
stood, said that the judge charged the jury that 
they.were to act right, even if by finding the pris- 
oner guilty they should wrap the country in 
flames. 

i Mr. MATTESON. They were to do their 

uty. : 

Mr.SAVAGE, Thatdoes not alter the case. 
The gentleman has told too much. 1 do not wish 
to go before a jury with a better argument than 
that which he says was used by the judge in that 
trial, It is the very argument which I wouid 
have used had I been defending that individual. 

But, Mr. Speaker, whence comes this new zeal? 
I remember when our citizens, trading to the Re- 
public of Mexico, had been robbed of more than 
$5,000,000, and when many of our gallant men 
| wore chains in Mexican dungeons, that a voice 
then came up, asking for an expedition to redress 
their wrongs and avenge their injuries; and an 
answer from a certain party then came with it: 
‘If they want protection let them stay at home.” 
Your own vessels are often wrecked, and every 
whaler you have might perish, and no man would 
say, “Go search for them.” But these are 


| merely Americans, not sprigs of English nobility, 


in the fourth or fifth degree, with a Sir to their 

names; however I believe we are all Sirs here. 
But there are other sympathies beside these 

that have a place in my heart. ltis a known fact, 


| that in the ocean near our southern border, there 


was a land than Which none more brilliant was 
seen beneath the sun, but whose glory had been 
obscured for many years by an abuse of kingly 
power. No princely squadron was fitted out to 
search for that land, thus lost to the world in the 
odious shadow of despotic power. A band of 
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humble men—patriotic men—A mericans—loving 
liberty and hating tyranny, consented to give up 
country, home and friends, to defy the ocean, pes- 
tilence and war, animated by the proud hope of 
giving to freedom another home, and placing in 
the political horizon another star. Engaged in 
this expedition, they have met perils in their way; 
they have Leen dispersed and lost, by what power 
I need not say. itis sufficient that I prefer this 
expedition to the frst. ; 

One of these expeditions is the offspring of royal 
vanity; the other, of that noble love of liberty whose 
progress your misguided policy cannot resist. 
With the amendment | may vote for the resolution; 
without it, T expect to vote against it. 

Mr. BAYLY appealed to the gentleman from 
Tennessee to yield the floor to enable him to make 
a brief explanation. 

Mr. SAVAGE yielded. 

Mr. CABLE, of Ohio, said he had an amend- 
ment which he, wished to offer. He would with 
the assent of the gentleman from Virginia [Mc. 
pee to send it up to the Clerk’s table to be 
real. 

Mr. BAYLY said, as far. as he was concerned, 


he had no objection to the gentleman’s offering it, | 


but he wished the floor fora few minutes. He 
would, however, refer the gentleman from Ohio to 
the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Savace,] 
who had the control of the floor. 


Mr. SAVAGE expressed a willingness to yield | 


to allow of the amendment being read. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio, 
{Mr. Casxe,] with the permission of the gentle- 
man from Tennessee, gives notice of the following 
amendment, which he intends to offer: 

Provided, That neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, 
except for crime, shall exist in any county or countries 
which may be discovered by said expedition, about the 
North Pole. 

The reading of the amendment was received 
with much merriment. 

Mr. BAYLY resumed the floor and proceeded 
to say that he had stated yesterday 

Mr. DUER interposed to a point of order. He 
asked whether the gentleman from Tennessee had 
the right to yield the floor to another gentleman to 
make a speech. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has decided re- 
peatedly that it cannot be done if it is objected to. 

Mr. DUER. I object. Aes 

Mr. BAYLY (to Mr. Duer.) The gentleman’s 
colleague [Mr. Brooxs} made some personal ref- 
erences to me yesterday, to which I desire to 
reply. 

Mr. DUER, T waive the objection then. 

Mr. VAN DYKE. I renew it. If the gentle- 
man from Virginia wishes to ‘say anything, let 
him take a proper time when he is entitled to the 
floor. 

Objection being made «to his proceeding— 

Mr. BAYLY resumed his seat. 

Mr. SAVAGE reclaimed his right to the floor. 

Mr. HALL appealed to the gentleman from 
Tennesse to allow him to send up to the Clerk’s 
table an amendment which he wished to offer. ` 

Mr. SAVAGE yielding for this purpose, 

Mr. HALL sent up his amendment, as follows: 


Provided, That the Unitet States shall not be Hable to į 


any Claim for compensation in case of the loss, damage, or 
detention of the said vessels, or either of them, from any 
caus 

demand for the use or risk of the said vessels or either of 
them. 


The SPEAKER. The amendment cannot be 
offered at this time except by unanimous consent. 

Objection being made, the amendment was not 
received, 

Mr. SAVAGE said he did not intend to say any- 
thing more; he bad said all that was necessary. 
There was a broad distinction to his mind between 
the two expeditions; one of them sought to find a 
country which they knew coulè not be found; the 


other sought and intended to relieve a country | 


which they knew they could find, and the down- 
trodden inhabitants of which they knew were 
bound in the chains of tyranny and oppression. 
One went out on a wild, fanciful expedition, such 
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<e, or in any manner whatever, nor be liable to any j 


|i country, it so happened that there were several 


i} Den Quixote and the Cadmus. 
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as was fit for England to engage in; while the 
other went out with a practical object in view, 
animated by that indomitable spirit of liberty 
which all monarchical sympathies and efforts of 
Englend, as well as all the power which this Gov- 
ernment could bring to bear upon this thing, would 
fail to repress. 

In order to give opportunity for the discussion 
| of the question, he moved its reference to’ the 
| Commiuee of the Whole on the state of the 
i Union. 2 
Mr. BAYLY obtained the floor, and proceeded 


was introduced, he had objected to it as visionary. 


order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from. New | 
Jersey will state his point of order. 

Mr. VAN DYKE said, he believed the gentle- 
man from Virginia [Mr. Bayty] had already 
spoken upon this subject; he was not, therefore, 
again entitled to the floor, if any other gentleman 
wished to address the Flouse. 

Mr. BAYLY. The question has been changed. 
TheSPEAKER. The question has been changed 
since the gentleman from Virginia addressed the 
| House, by the offering of an amendment and by | 

a motion to refer. 

' Mr. BAYLY said: Mr. Speaker, when’ this | 
resolution was before the House on yesterday, I | 
objected to it, because I considered the enterprise 
which it is designed to encourage a visionary one; 
and if it were proper for us to engage in it at all, 

| we ought to do it on our own account, and ina 
| manner becoming a great naval and commercial 
ination. l did not think it becoming, especially 
after the lofty ground our Executive had taken, 
that we should satisfy ourselves with acting a 
; secondary part in rather a small private enterprise. 

To-day I have other objections. This resolu- 
tion, so far short of the occasion, if we are to do 
anything in reference to it, is pressed upon us most 
inconveniently, to the exclusion of pressing public 
business. For it the census bill, which it is so 


the deficiency bill, the passage of which is so im- 
peratively demanded, is delayed. And what is 
the proposition thus intruded upon us? It is 
one to connect us with an enterprise originating 
in individual vanity—an enterprise got up -for 
“glory? Ido not hesitate thus to speak of it. 
In reference to this search for Sir John Franklin, 
| Great Britain herself has done everything requisite. 
She has sent out numerous expeditions, and offered 
magnificent rewards to enlist private enterprise. į 
| For what, then, is this puny expedition with which 
we are asked to connect ourselves, projected ? 
To add really and effectively to the force in search | 
of Sir John? Not at all. The letters of Lady | 
Franklin, so creditable to her asa wife, have en- |i 
listed the sympathy of Christendom, and the pro- |! 
jectors of this expedition expect to be glorified 
throughout America and Europe. Well, sir, how 
will it end? I speak from the history of the past |; 
when I say it will end in a manner very discredit- 
able to us. 

| When Lafayette was about to come to this 


American vessels in France—among them the | 
Their owners 
offered and pressed upon the Marquis a free pas- 
sage to America. He deslined the offer of the 
first, for fear his would be ridiculed as emphati- 
cally æ Quixotic expedition. He accepted the 
| other, The owner was toasted everywhere. He 
was complimented for magnificent hospitality. 
He gained great “glory” for the time. But he 
found in the end, in the language of his country- 
men, that “itdid not pay.” And after Lafayette 
had returned to France, the Cadmus-man came 
here with a petition, insisting that we should pay 
him for bringing to our shores the nation’s guest. | 
And a bill for his relief was most pertinaciously | 
i and indecently pressed upon us for several years. 
Again: during the time of the Irish famine, we 
| were asked for the frigate Macedonian to carry | 


i 
i 
i 
i 
H 
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| to say, that on yesterday, when this proposition |i 


Mr. VAN DYKE interposed to a question of | 


important should be acted upon, is put aside; and į 


We were told that all:they wanted was the loan’ of. 
the vessel—that we were ‘not to pay.a cent—that: 
it was as well to put the ship-at’ the service of the 
applicants as to let her lie idle. Ima moment’ of: 
weakness, Congress yielded to the request. ‘She 
was fitted out, and went. upon her voyage. . The 
liberty of cities was voted to those having her in 
charge—magnificent entertainments were ‘given 
them—medals were awarded; and God knows 
there was glory enough. But it was found that 
‘it did not pay,’? and we were called,upon, as 
others acting a similar part have heretofore been 
called upon, “ to pay the piper.” Then, as now, 
we were assured, in the most vehement manner, 
that we were not to be called upon to pay a cent; 
and for our security. the high character of those 
concerned was vouched. But afterall the + glory? 
was enjoyed, we were told, that unless we footed 
the bill, application would be made to Queen Vic- 
toria, Who had already offered to pay the freight 
on all supplies taken to her ‘suffermg ‘subjects, 
To avoid national disgrace—to rescue ourselves: 
from this partnership, similar to that now pro- 
posed—we were forced, under a moral duress, - 
to appropriate more money, preuatly, than would 
i hafe paid the freight in merchant vessels, although 
they had the ship free of charge. 

Judging from the past, I suppose it will be so 
again. Puffs in European newspapers, for mag- 
nificent individual liberality, will be agreeable for 
a ume; bút it will be found * not to pay,” and we 
will be called upon to pay. 

If it is thought expedient for us to engage in 
this enterprise, let us do it in a manner becoming 
usas a nation. Let us act up to the lofty atitude, 
taken by our Executive, or let us have nothing to: 
do with the matter, Do not let us make ourselves 
ridiculous by this impotent conclusion to our lofty 
professions. 3 e 

Ail this zeal is in pursuit of praise, and not Sir 
| John Franklin. Suppose his was an exploring 
| expedition of our own, which was supposed to be 
lost—one which had not attracted so much notice, 
and about which so much had not been said and 
written, think you, sir, we would have had all of 
these manifestations? To think so would belie. - 
our history.* ; eau 5 

I repeat, sir, and I desire to do it eniphatifally, 
if we are to engage in this’ enterprise. let us do it 
on our own account—in a manner befitting us‘as 
a nation; let us send out a national vessel under in- 
| structions from our Government and upon our 
national responsibility. Do not let-us satisfy our- 
i selves, and fall so far short of the expectations 
which our Executive has excited, by merely 
| furnishing the officers and men, paying them 
wages and furnishing them with rations, as this 
resolution proposes. If we have no vessels that 
are fit for the service, let us purchase such as are; 
| or have nothing to do with this expedition, Do 
not Jet us connect ourselves with it just so far as to 


j! make us responsible in character for it without any: 


! control over it. 

Mr. Speaker; one more remark and F am done. 
On yesterday | was so infelicitous as to refer to ` 
this enterprise as a “ wild-goose chase.” The 


*In 1831 Captain Banneville went out to explore. the 
‘ country between onr western frontier and the Pacific. He 
| went out ander Government instractions to explore the 
| country, and especially to visit the ludian tribes 5 to report, 
[their mumber, their mode of warfare, &e. Irving says of 
i him: ‘Thus beeked and provided, Captain Banneville 
c undertook bis expedition to the far west, and.was soon be- 
‘yond the Rocky Mountains: Year after year ¢lipsed with- 
Cout his return. The term of his leave of absence expired, 
t yet no report was made of binrat Headquarters at W ashing- 
‘ton. He was considered as virtually dead or Jost, and his 
‘name was stricken from the army list >? In less than four 
yearshe returned. He wasabandoned as lost iu a shorter time 
than Sir John Franklin has been missing 3 he was an officer 
of our army; he had gone out, under insimictions from our 
Government, to explore our own territory—to collect valu- 
able information in respect to it and its savage inhabitants. 
He suffered great hardships; and fears were"eniertai ned for 
his safety a long time before be was given up as lost; yet 
no expeditions were sent out for. h uecor ty his case 
applause was not to be gained; a distressed widow had not 
enlisted the sympathy of the world; “glory” was not, 
therefore, to be gained by a display of macnifieent gener- 
osity, and he was left ta his fate! Butin this case, toe fate 
of an enterprising and meritorious officer of our own anny 
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| provisions to the suffering poor of that country. 
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was concerned, and not a distinguished foreigner 
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entleman from. New: York, [Mr, Brooxs,} in 
fis reply became-exceedingly excited. He was 
unusually vehement. He attempted to be very 

‘sarcastic upon me. He evidently supposed I 
had, in my reference to a goose, some allusion 
to himself.. He had not then spoken; and I assure 
him I meant. no. personal allusion, as direct as 
such an- allusion undoubtedly was.. 1 was inno- | 
cent of its palpable applieation until] saw by the 
manner of the gentleman how extremely applica- 
ble to-him it was. > 

Mr. BAKER said: I propose to detain the 
Housė a few moments, to express my hearty as- 
sent to. the resolutions under discussion; and I 
have deemed it proper to say something in their 
support, because I represent a district very, re- 
mote from the ocean, yet one whose inhabitants 
feel a kindly sympathy for the distinguished navi- 
gator, for whom L trust renewed search is to be 
made. It is objected, sir, that this was an Eng- 
lish. expedition, to accomplish British purposes. 
From whatever port it may have sailed, and what- 
ever flag it bore, its object was scientific explo- 
ration, and its purpose was one of universal benefit. 
Sir John Franklin, and the gallant men who have 
shared his perils, have gone out upon a voyage of 
discovery, prompted by noble impulses. With 
no guide but their own genius and Providence, 
they have sought to accomplish results which are 
to benefit not only England, but America; not 
only America, but the world; not only this gen- 

. eration, but all generations. Sir, I for one ac- 
knowledge the obligation such an enterprise im- 
poses upon civilization every where, and I think it 
just and graceful to stamp the expedition which 
. goes to its relief with a national character. 

But it is said that the proposed expedition is 
one of a private nature, by which the gentle- 
man who equips it seeks to gain some glory for 
himself, Sir, I am glad itis so. 1 will grant aid 
to Mr. Grinnell now, as readily as I would have 
done to Columbus if F bad been a citizen or legis- 
lator of Spain in the reign of Ferdinand and !sa- 
bella. It is this generous love of glory which I 
admire; it was this which prompted the “ world- 
Ha gale to the noblest enterprise of any 
age, and kept him firm amid terrified mariners, 
and on an unknown and stormy sea. It is 
this which kincles high hearts to all great enter- 
prises; and, sir, when this love of glory seeks its 
accomplishment in noble discovery and princely 
munificence, I not only admire, but honor it; 
and I am honored in being allowed to aid it. 

But, sir, the whole American people have an 
intere@ in these expeditions. It is no longer true 
of England, that she is the mistress of the 
ocean;’’ we, too, hold our “march upon the mount- 
ain wave’’-our keels vex every sea; and what- 
ever opens new channels of commerce, adds to our | 
wealth and dominion, And yet lam disposed to 
place the support of this measure upon higher 
ground, It has been said, that literature belongs 
to no age and no country. It may be repeated of 

“discovery and invention, as the benefit is for all 
ages and all countries—for the world, and for the 
whole family of man. So, I trust an enlightened 
statesmanship will send forth, in the name of this 
great nation, messages of consolation and succor 
to the absent—not alone to relieve them, but also 
to assure all who may succeed them in the paths 
of adventurous peril, that they shall be neither 
neglected nor forgotten. 

Sir, should the sacredness of misfortune be over- 
looked? If these men had sought the northern 
suas for mere private gain, even then the greatness 
of their danger would reach the American heart. 
The noble woman who looks out upon the * mel- 
ancholy main”? with eyes shining with hope, yet 
dimmed with tears, does not and-cannot appeal to 
us in vain. For one, I shall respond to the call. | 
Here is a public-spirited American merchant who, 


with a munificence equalling the merchant princes |! 


of Florence, equips his vessels and proposes to 
traverse the unknown regions of the North to re- 
store distinguished men to the world, and hus- 
bands and fathers to their homes. He asks the 


But it is said that this sympathy is felt for Sir 
John Franklin because he bears a title. Sir, the 
title has been earned. It was earned, I believe, as 
Sir James Ross and Sir John Parry have earned 
theirs—by courage and devotion, by endurance 
and skill. The deeds which secure those titles 
give obler distinction than titles can bestow; 
they live when titles are forgotten, and the men 
who perform them are nobles, by ‘a higher pat- 
ent and an earlier creation.’” 

I agree, Mr. Speaker, with the honorable gen- 
tleman from Virginia [Mr. Bayty]—that his ex- 
pression, characterizing the proposed expedition 
asa * wild goose chase,” was most unfortunate; 
it is not worthy of his taste, nor does it do justice 
to his kindness. Sir, I trust these brave men are 
yet safe. And if so, the gentleman might have 
found, in the freshness and variety of his reading 
an analogy, far more correct and no less elegant, 
than the one.with which he has favored us. Ht is 
Bryant, E believe, sir, who, in some of the most 
touching lines he has given the world, describes the 
solitary way of the wild bird in heaven, though dis- 
tant not unseen, though lonely not uncared for. Let 
us hope that, like that bird, these wanderers may 
be watched by a gracious eye, and guarded by that 
benignant 

E _______—-Power whose eare 

Teaches their way along that trackless coast, 
‘The desert and illimitable air— 

Lone, wandering, but not lost.” 

Mr. WHITE moved the previous question. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, appealed to Mr. 
Wuire to withdraw the motion. 

Mr. HALL made a similar request. 

In reply to a suggestion from Mr. HaLL— 


the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Hars] had 
been received. 

Mr. KAUFMAN, remarking that it appeared 
evident the House could not get through with this 
subject to-day, moved that the House adjourn, 

The question was taken, and by ayes 60, noes 
76, was decided in the negative. 

So the Honse refused to adjourn. 

The question then recurred and was taken on the 


stood, ayes 82; noes, 16. 
No quorum voting. 
Mr. PHELPS moved that the House do now 

adjourn, 

In reply to a suggestion, or inquiry, by Mr. 

Sranty— 


cept from the vote. k 

Mr. CLINGMAN inquired of the Speaker, 
when the question would again come up if the 
House should now adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. As the question now stands, 
with the pending motions, the subject will come 
up as the first business in order upon the first day 
on which there shall be a morning hour devoted to 
the reports of committees—the pending question 
being on the reference to the Committee of-the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CABLE moved that there be a call of the 
House. 

But the question was, first, on the motion that 
the House adjourn. 

The question was taken, and the vote stood, 
ayes 57, noes 67. : 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

And a quorum had voted. 

The question then recurred on the motion of 
Mr. Cagte, that there be a call of the House. 

Mr. WINTHROP suggested whether, a quo- 
rum being now present, the question on the demand 
for the preyious question might not be again 
taken? 

The SPEAKER said there would be no diff- 
culty as to the question being again taken, but for 
the interposition of the motion by the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. Cazxe,] that there be 
the House, 


a 
a 


ssity for a 


protection of our name and our laws. Sir, let 
him have them. Let us put our flag at the mast- 
head, our laws upon the deck, our protection ; 
around the ship. It may be our stars may first 

gleam upon those watching eyes. Think you, sir, 
they will not hail them with a wilder joy when 


they come to tell them that America conducts the 
Search ? ; 


i 
ii 


li 


i ceed with the business before it. f 
| The SPEAKER said that the gentleman from | 
|| Ohio having, before the question was taken on i 


| being now present, there was no nece: 
| 


| call of the House. The House could 


| the last motion, moved that there be a cull of the 
House, the question on that motion must be put. 
The question was then taken, and decided in 


the negative, without a division. 


The SPEAKER stated that the amendment of 


demand for the previous question; and the vote !| 


The SPEAKER said, that the Chair could not 
know whether, or not, there was a quorum, ex- |! 


call of; 


Mr. WINTHROP submitted that a quoram i 


now pro- |; 


So a call of the House was refused. 

The question then recurred on. the demand for 
the previous question. 

The SPEAKER requested gentlemen to vote 
either on one side or the other. 

And the question being taken, the vote stood— 
ayes 88, noes 19. 

No quorum voting. 

Mr. CABLE moved 
House. 

Mr. CROWELL demanded the yeas and nays 
on that motion. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved that 
the Efouse adjourn. i 

Mr. DUER demanded the yeas and nays, but 
waived the call. 

.And the question was then taken, and decided 
| in the negative—ayes 53, noes 83. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

‘The question then recurred and was taken on 
the motion that there be a eall of the House, and 
; was decided in the negative—ayes 57, noes 69. 

So a call of the House was refused. 

The question then again recurred on the demand 
for the previous question. 

The SPEAKER again invited members to vote 
on one side or the other. 

Mr. VINTON rose to inquire of the Speaker, 
whether there was hot a rule of the’ House which 
required every member to vote when he was 

resent, 

The SPEAKER. There isa rule of the House 
requiring every member present to vote. 

Mr. VINTON. And there is also a rule which 
| prohibits members from voting more than once 
upon the same question. Yetitis just as fair that 
one man shall vote on both sides, as ft is that 
another, being present, shall refuse to vote at all. 

The SPEAKER. Upon the last question taken 
a quorum voted. The tellers will resume their 
places. f i ; 

The question was then again taken on the de- 
mand for the previous question, and the vote stood 
—ayes 89, noes 26. 

So there was a second. . 

The question recurring, ‘¢ Shall the main ques- 
tion be now put?” was taken, and decided in the 
affirmative. - 3 : 
| So the House ordered the main question to be 
j| now pnt—being first on the motion to refer the 
joint resolution to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered. 

Mr. JONES moved to lay the resolution on the 
table. 

The question was taken, and decided in the 
negative, withouta divison. ; 

So the House refused to lay the joint resolution 
| on the table. : 

The question then recurring on the motion to 
refer to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, was taken, and decided in the nega- 
tive—yeas 59, nays 90; as follows : 

YEAS—Messrs, Albertson, Averett, Bayly, Beale, Bing- 
ham, Bocock, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Joseph 


| Cable, Williamson R. W, Cobb, Colcock, Dimmick, Dun- 
| ham, Featherston, Fuller, Gerry, Gorman, Hal, Hamilton, 
Hammond, Haralson, Isham G. Harris, Hibbard, Holiday, 
| Howard, Joseph W. Jackson, Antlrew Johnson, Jones, Kaut- 
| man, Preston King, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, McCler- 
| nand, McDowell, McMullen, McQueen, Milson, Orr, Peas- 
(jee, Peek, Phelps, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Ross, 
| Savage, Stetson, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thomson, James 
: Thourpson, Walden, Wallace, Wellborn, Wildrick, Wood, 
and Woodward—s59. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Baker, Bennett, 
Booth, Bowdon, Bowie, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Ches- 
ter Butler, J. P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Chand- 
ler, Clarke. Clingm-n, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Croweil, 

Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Durkee, Alex- 
i; ander Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Giddinus, Goodenow 
i| Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Harlan, Haymoid. 
i Hebard, Henry, Houston, Howe, William ‘PT. Jackson’ 
| Julian, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King James G? 
King, Jolin A. King, Matteson, MeKissoek, MeLanahan 
Robert M. MeLane, Moore, Morehead, Morse, Morton, 
$ Netson, Otis, Outlaw, Pitnan, Potter, Puman, Reed, Risley, 
1, Rockwell, Root, Rose, Rumsey, Sehermerhorn, Shepperd, 

Sylvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Slaniy, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Richard H. Stanton, Strong, Taylor, Phurman, ‘Tuck, 
Underhill, Vinton, Waldo, Wentworth, White, Wilson, aud 
Winthrop—go, 


So the House refused to refer the joint resolu- 
tion. 
| The SPEAKER stated that the question now 
| recurred upon the amendment of Mr. Harr, 
| (though according to the notes of the reporter that 
amendment had not been received.) 

Mr. JONES demanded the yeas and nays. 


t 


| 


that there be a call of the 


i 


i 


! 


| 


i 
ji 
| 
ji 
i 


| 
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The amendment was again read for inform- 
ation. 

The SPEAKER propounded the question on 
the demand for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. BROOKS. There is no objection to the 
amendment; why call the yeas and nays? 

Mr. HALL. I insist upon the call of the yeas 
and nays. Let the names be put upon the record. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CONRAD suggested that the amendment 
was accepted, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state to the 
House that no one is authorized to accept an 
amendment, the joint resolution having been re- 
ported from a committee. 

_ Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I ask whether 
it cannot be adopted by general consent? 

The SPEAKER. ifthe yeas and nays are de- 
manded by one-fifth of the members present, they 
must be taken. 

The question was then taken, and the vote 
stood—yeas 124, nays 15. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The question recurring on ordering the joint 
resolution to be engrossed fora third reading, was 
taken, and decided in the affirmative without a 
division. 

The SPEAKER announced the next question. 
to be.on ordering the joint resolution to be read a 
third time, and passed. 

Mr. KAUFMAN inquired if the joint resolu- 
tion and amendment had been engrossed ? 

The SPEAKER. They have been engrossed. 

Mr. JONES. [lave they since the amendment 
was adopted? 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, demanded the 

revious question. i 

Mr. JONES inquired if that resolution was cer- 
tified to have been engrossed ? 

The SPEAKER. The resolution has been en- 
grossed. 3 

Mr. JONES. Who has certified it? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is not aware that 
any certificate is necessary. 

Mr. JONES said there was a Committee on 
Enrolled Bills, and asked what were their duties? 

The SPEAKER.” The Committee on Enrolled 
ee have nothing to do with the engrossment of 

His 

Mr. JONES. Well; is there not a committee 
on engrossed bills? + 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is not aware of 
any. 

The question recurring on seconding the demand 
for the previous question, was taken and decided 
in the affirmative. i 

The main question was ordered, being on the 
passage of the joint resolution. f 

Mr. CABLE, of Ohio, demanded the yeas and 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and, being 
taken, resulted—yeas 94, nays 45; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Baker, Ben- 
nett, Bocock, Booth, Bowdon, Bowie, Briggs, Brooks, Bur- 
rows, Chester Butler, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Camp- 
bell, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Clingman, Conger, Conrad, 
Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Diminick, Dixon, Doty, 
Duer, Duncan, Durkee, Fitch, Freedley, Giddings, Goode- 
now, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Harlan, T. L. 
Harris, Haymond, Hebard; Henry, Houston, Howe, W. T. 
Jackson, Julian, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, 
James G. King, John A. King, La Sere, Matteson, McKis- 
sock, Robert M. McLane, Moore, Morse, Morton, Nelson, 
Otis; Outlaw, Pitman, Potter, Putnam, Reed, Risley, R b- 
bins, Rockwell, Root, Rose, Rumsey, Schermerhorn, Shep- 
perd, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Frederick P. 
Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Strong, Taylor, Thurman, 
Tuck, Underhill, Vinton, Walden, Wentworth, White, 
Wilson, and Winthrop—94. 7 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Averett, Bayly, Beale, Bing- 
ham, Boyd, Joseph Cable, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Coi- 
cock, Dunham, Featherston, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, 
Haratson, Isham G. Harris, Hibbard, Holliday, Howard, J. 
W. Jackson, Andrew Johnson, Jones, Kaufinan, Preston 
King, Littlefield, Job Mann, Ma-on, McClernand, McDow- 
ell, MeLanahan, McQueen, Milson, Orr, Peasice, Peck, 
Phelps, Ross, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James 
Thompson, Wallace, Wellborn, Wildrick, and Woodward 
—45. 

So the joint resolution was passed. : 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, rose, he said, to 
move a reconsideration of the vote by which the 
joint resolution had been passed, and his intention 
“was to move to lay that motion on the table, for he 
was not willing to embarrass the passage of the 
resolution, by presenting at this time what he 
deemed necessary to pefect it. He had throughout 
this discussion thought it very necessary that Con- 
gress should do much more than receive these 


| leged fugitives the right of trial by jury. 


vessels. He had been of the opinion, that it was the 
duty of this Government to institute a search upon 
its own responsibility; and it was his purpose, if 
the gentleman from New York [Mr. Waurre] had 
withdrawn the previous question, in replying to 
such objections as had been urged from various 
parts of the House, and principally from hÅ side, 
to have given notice that he should have moved 
such an amendment. 

He took this occasion to express his very great 
surprise at the adoption of the proviso, which—he 
was very sure through inadvertence—-had received 
the sanction of the House. He disavowed any 
intention to reflect upon the course of gentlemen. 
The adoption of that amendment, in his judgment, | 
rendered iténdispensable that this House should 
pass a joint resolution, refunding to Mr. Grinnell 
all the expenses to which he had been put in fit- | 
ting out these vessels. That these vessels did 
belong to the United States, and that all the ex- 
penses of this expedition, from this time forth, į 
fell upon the United States, there was no question. 
He was well aware that we had no ships in the 
navy suitable for such an expedition; it was per- 
fectly well known to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs that we had no ships suitable for such an 
expedition. Jt would therefore have been neces- 
sary for the Government to have built ships ex- 
pressly for this purpose; but inasmuch as these 
ships had been built by a private individual, a |j 
merchant, and as they had been accepted by the 
Government, and officers of the navy placed upon | 
them, and the discipline of the navy applied to 
them, it was now emphatically a Government ex- 
pedition; and he did not suppose that any genile- 
man who had voted in favor of this joint resolu- 
tion felt disposed to shrink from this view of the 
question. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, interposed, and 
(the floor being yielded for explanation,) said he 
desired to say—in order that it might be known 
on his side of the House as it was on the other side | 
—that in fiuing out this expedition Mr. Grinnell 
had had no purpose of obtainirig such action on 
the part of the Government as was proposed in | 
the amendment of which the gentleman from 
Maryland had now given notice. 

Mr. McLANE replied, certainly not: he had | 
made no such intimation. He had had the honor || 
to present the memorial of Mr. Grinnell upon this |} 
subject, and to move its reference to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs; in which he (Mr. Grinnell) 
asked- nothing but that the discipline of the navy 
should be extended to these vessels, that they 
should be officered from the navy, and placed un- 
der the protection of the flag of the United States. 

He had deemed it proper to make this: expres- 
sion of his views, and to give notice that he should 
favor the passage hereafier by Congress of a joint | 
resolution refunding to Mr. Grinnell the expenses 
which he had incurred in fitting out this expedi- | 
tion. He now moved to lay the motion to recon- 
sider on the table. 

Mr. CABLE, of Ohio, moved that the House 
adjourn, and on that motion he demanded the 
yeas and nays. j 

The yeas and nays were not ordered, and the | 
House refused to adjourn. , 

The question recurring on the motion to lay on 
the table the vote by which the joint resolution 
had been passed, was taken and decided in the 
affirmative, without a division. H 

So the House laid on the table the motion to 
reconsider, and the joint resolution was finally 
passed. 

On motion, the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &e. 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- ‘| 
propriate committees: 

By Mr. DURKEE: The petition of citizens of Lisbon, in 
the State of Wisconsin, for the establishment and protection 
of freedom in the territories. 

Aiso, a petition. of the same, against the admission of | 
any more slave States. : 

Also, a petition of the same, for the repeal of all laws 4 
enacted or adopted by Congress fér the support of slavery in. | 
the Distriet of Coluimbia. | 

i 
i 
| 


Also, a petition of the same, in favor of securing toal- | 


‘By Mr. GORMAN: The memorial of H. H. Green, of ; 


New Albany, Indiana, for compensation for services while | 


in the army in Mexico. 

By Mr. BINGHAM: The petition of 
and other citizens of Flushing, in the State of Michigan, 
for a mail-route from Flint to Corranna, in said State.” 


| and was recognized. 
| 
| 


By Mr. RISLEY: The petition of Stephen Palmer 
314 other citizens of Chaatanque commty) New: Yorki 
ing Congress to passit law. to: establish the rates of pos 
at three cents per half ounce, and the same for.every addi~ 
tional half ounce on prepaid letters, and five..cents 
prepaid. ‘ : ee E : 

Atso, the petition of Elisha Fo- ter, of Chautauque county, 
New York, praying Congress to graut him a pension for m= 
jury received while serving the country in the war of, {gia 
with Great Britain. $ 7 ae 

By Mr. FULLER: The memorial of Aaron Heydon and’ 
others, owners of the steamer Admiral, praying Congress to 
pass a just and uniform law upon the subject of alien pas- 
sengers. : 

By Mr. WOOD: A petition from O.. White:and 102 
others, citizens of Maumee City, Ohio, to. secure alleged 
fugittves the right of trial by jury. 


Also, a petition from W. Baker and 112 others, citizens of 


Maumee City, Ohio, for the repeal of all Jaws for the support 
of slavery in the District of Columbia, 

Also, the petition of D. L. Gregory and 102 others, citi- 
zens of Maumee City, Ohio, for the protection of freedom 
in the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of O. White and 112 others, citizens 
of Maumee City, Ohio, against the admission of any more 
slave States into the Union. 

By Mr. DOY: The petition of William Harris, George 
Knowles, and others, in favor of two cent posiage, 

Also, the petition of Greenberry Wright, John Martin, 
and others, that slavery and the slave trade be prohibited in 
the territories; that the constitutions of all new States shalt 
prohibit slavery; that all laws permitung slavery and the 
slave trade in the District of Columbia he repealed, or -the: 
seat of Government removed; and that fugitive slaves. be 
entitled to triad by jury. K S 

By Mr. FOWLER: The petition of Aaron Foster and 
forty others, citizens of Massachusetts, praying that meax- 
ures may be adopted for settling national disputes by arbi- 
tration. : 

By Mr. CABLE, of Ohio: 
kinson, and 42 other citizens of Brush Creek, Jefferson 
county, Ohio, to secure to alleged fugitives the right of trial 
by jury. 

Also, the petition of Absalom Foutz and 39 other citizens 
of Brush Creek, Jefferson county, Ohio, for the establish- 
meut and protection of freedom in the territories of the 


| United States. 


Also, the petition of the same and 38 other citizens of the 
same place, against the admission of more slave States into 
the Union, 

Also, the petition of the same and 36 other citizens of the 
same place, for the repeal of all laws enacted by Congress 
fur the support of slavery in the District of Columbia, 

By Mr. ROBBINS : The petition, in favor of cheap post- 
age, signed by William Speicer and 252 others, unostly citi- 
zens of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. . i 

Also, the petition, in favor of cheap postage, signed by 
John Duffy and 138 others, most of whom are giizens of 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. R 

Aiso, the petition, signed by Josiah J. Kieff_and 63 other 
citizens of Reading, Pennsylvania, asking the National Le- 
gislature to establish the rates of postage on prepaid letters 
at two cents per half ounce. 

Also, the. petition, signed by James Smyth and 157 others, 
who state that the subject of cheap postage has been so 

widely considered among the people, and its results in Great: 
Britain for ten years have been so successful, that we earn- 
estly ask our National Legislature to grant us the same ben- 
efit, by establishing the rates of postage on prepaid Jetters 
at two cents per half ounce. 5 PE E cen 

Also, the petition, signed by Daniel Graham. and 320 


ostage, 

: Also, the petition, signed by B. F- Van -Dyke and N4 
others, most df whom are citizens. of Philadeiphta, Penn- 
sylvania, in favor of cheap postage. 

By Mr. KING, of Massachusetts: The petition of William 
Ives and 167 other citizens of Salem, Massachusetts, for a 
cheap and uniform rate of postage. t 

Also, the petition of George Parker and 50 other citizens 
of Reading and N. Reading, for the same object. a 

By Mr. McDONALD: The petition of George McFarland 
and 76 other citizens of Carroll county, soldiers of the war 
of 1812, praying for bounty land for services ia said war. 

Also, the petition of H. S. Scott and 75 other citizens of 
Fountain county, Indiana, praying for the right of trial by 
jury for fugitive slaves. ` 

Also, the petition of H. S. Scott and 60 other citizens of 
Fountain, praying for the repeal of all Jaws authorizing sla~ 


| very in the District of Columbia and the territories of the 
i United States. 


Also, the petition of H. S. Seott and 50 other citizens of 
Fountain county, Undiana, remonstrating against the admis- 
sion of more new slave States into the Union. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, April 29, 1850. 
The Journal of Friday was read. 
Mr. WENTWORTH addressed the Speaker 


Mr. WOOD rose. to a privileged question. He 
said he perceived from the ** Daily Globe” that his 
name was not recorded on the final vote upon the 


| resolution relative to the Franklin Expedition. 


He was present and voted against the resolution; 
' and he asked that the Journal be corrected accord- 
ingly. 


i ; : : 

| No objection being made, the motion was agreed 
H 

i ; 


The Journal, as corrected, was approved. 
THE PUBLIC PRINTING. 
Mr. WENTWORTH (still retaining the floor) 


others, principally citizens of Philadelphia, in favor of cheap - 


The petition of Benoni Wile 


836 - 


A pril 29, 


said, in accordance with the pledge which he had 
made to the House some two or three weeks since, 
and which he had been trying to redeem but had 
had no opportunity. until the present, he now asked 
leave to offer a resolution respecting the public 
printing; and if objection was made to its consid- 
eration, he should be obliged to consume the time 
of the House by moving to suspend the rules for 
this purpose. 

.-BOUNTY LAND TO SOLDIERS. 

The SPEAKER stated that there was a motion 
now pending to suspend the rules, being that made 
by the gentleman from Alabama, (Mr. Coss,} on 

+ Monday last, pending the consideration of which 
the House had adjourned. That motion was first 
in order. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. 
eration of that motion. A 4 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state the 

uestion on the motion of the gentleman from 
Alabama. The gentleman moved to suspend the 
rules of the House to enable him to introduce a 
resolution to make the House bili No. 244, being 
a bill providing for soldiers of the war of 1812, 
1818, 1814, and 1815: the Indian wars of 1811; 
the Seminole war of 1835, 1836, &c., and the war 
known as General Wayne’s, of 1792 to 1795, that 
have not heretofore been provided for,—the special 
order of the day for the third Tuesday of June 
next. The question will be on the suspension of 
the rules for the reception of the motion. 

Mr. COBB asked the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and, being 
taken, resulted—yeas 127, nays 27, as follows: 

YEAS—Mossrs. Alberton, Alexander, Bay, Beale, Ben- 
nett, Bingham, Bissell, Booth, Bowdon, Boyd, Briggs, 
Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Burrows, Ches- 
ter Butler, Joseph Cable, Joseoh P. Caldwell, Calvin, Cart- 
ler, Casey, Chandler, Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb, 
Corwin, Dickey, Dimmiek, Doty, Dancan, Duntiam, Ewing, 
Fitch, Fowler, Fuller, Gorman, Gort, Gould, Hall, Halloway, 
Hamilton, Haralson, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, Thomas L, 
Harris, Hay, Haymond. Hebard, Hibbard, Hoagiand, How- 
ard, Howe, Inge, W. T. Jackson, Andrew Johnson, R. W. 
Johnson, Jones, Julian, Kaufman, Daniel P. King, Grorge 
G. King, John A. King, Preston King, La Sére, Leffler. 
Littlefield, Marshall, Mason, Matteson, McClernand, Me- 
Donald, M Dowel, M-Ganghey, MeLanahan, Robert M. 
MeLane, YeQueen, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Morse, 
Olds, Orr, Ouuaw, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Pitman, Potter, 
Powell, Putnam, Reed, Richardson, Risley, Robbins, Rock- 
well, Rase, Ross, Rumsey, Sawtelle, Schermerhorn, Shep- 

erd, Silvester, Sprague, Frederiek P. Stanton, Richard H. 
Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, Stetson, Strong, Sweeter, 
Taylor, Thomas Jacoh Thompson, James Thompson, John 
B. Thompson, William Thompson, Thurman, Underhill, 
Walden, Waldo, Watkins, Weliborn, Wentworth, Whittle- 
sev, Wildrick, Williams, Wood, and Young 127. 

NAYS—Mesers. Averett, Bayly, Boeock, Canipbetl, Clar ke, 
Conger, Crowell, Deberry, Dixon, Duer, Alexander Evans, 
Freedley, Giddings, Holliday, Meade, Milson, Morton, 
Nelson, Ous, Root, Spaulding, Stanly, Toombs, Vinton, 
White, Wilson, and Wintbrop—27. ï 

So the rules were suspended. 

„Mr. COBB now made his motion that the said 
bill be made the special order of the day for the 
third Tuesday in June. 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD moved so to amend the 
motion, as to add “and from day to day thereafter 
until the bill shall have been finally disposed of.” 

r. COBB indicated his willingness to accept 
the amendment. 

The question was put tothe House, and was 
decided in the.affirmative, without a division, 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

And the question was then taken on the mation 
as thus amended, and decided in the affirmative; 
without a division. 

So the bill was made the special order of the day 
for the third Tuesday in June next, and for each 
succeeding day until disposed of, 


THE PUBLIC PRINTING. 
Mr. WENTWORTH now sent to the Clerk’s 
table, to be read, the resolution of which he had 


given notice. If any objection was made, he said 
he should be under the necessity Gill or 


1 call for the consid- 


time of the House so far as to call for the Yeas 
and nays. This he did not wish to do, and he did 
- hoped that the necessity would not present itself, 
but that the resolution would be received without 

objection. : 

The resolution was read, as follows : 

Resolved, Thata select committee of nine members of 
this House be Appointed, to investigate the present cond - 
ton of the public printing, and the causes of ihe delay 5 
whether adequate prices are paid, and if not, what would 
De adequ ite prices; and wheiher the present prices are the 
nault of the law, or those bidding under it; and whether the 
Present printers had at th: time of their taking the contract, 
x ROW have any type or Presses of their own; who are their 
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sureties ; whether those sureties are not the actual owners 
of the contract, and used the names of two of their em- 
plovees in order to get the contract, and then krep back the 


public printing until they extorted from Congress higher f 


prices; and whether the printing, paper, and binding, have 


been equal to that stipulated for in ihe contract; end also, | 
whether there has been a difference in the printing, paper, i| |. X tee 
and binding, of the same documents when laid upon the || wished to offer amendments, one of which had 


tahles of{he members of Congress, and when sent to the | 


folding room ; and also, whether the present printers have 


taken more than the prices stipulated for in their contract | 
for any work paid for out of the contingent fund of cither | 


House of Congress ; whether there exists any combination 


among any printers in the city of Washineton to break up ; 


the contract system ; and ifso, whether the present publie 


printers or their sureties are a party to it; and also, whether | 
either of the contractors, or of the sureties, or any one else | 
for thems, or either of them urged the present delay of the | 


public printing as a reason why the prices should be in- 
creased; and whether the present publie printers or their 


sureties have not ample materials for doing the public print- 


ing more expeditiously than they now do; whether they 
run their presses a ] the lime on Congress printing; and 
whether they employ all the workmen that it n their 
power to employ; and also, what abuses have existed, or 


now exist, in the manner of doing the public printing, what 
profits have been made, or losses sustained under the dif- 
ferent prices, and what alterations in the present law are 
necessary in order to sveure greater expedition in doing the 


printing, and to prevent fraudatent or fictitious bids. 5 
And that they also juquire what establishments in this 
city are prepared to do the printing for the presentCongress, 
who are their proprietors, and what would be their prices; 
and that they also inquire what would be the net profits on 
the number of copies of the Patent Office report, and other 


at this session, according to a price of twenty per cent. be- 
Jow the joint resolution of 1819. 


And, tuat the said committee have power to send for per- | 


sons and papers. 
The resolution having been read, 
Mr. HOAGLAND rose and objected to its re- 


ception. 


Mr. WENTWORTH moved that the rules be | 


suspended to enable him to introduce the resolution. 
Mr. STANLY asked the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered. 


The SPEAKER. The amendment is not in 
order pending the demand for the previous ques- 
tion, 

Mr. WENTWORTH persisted in his demand. 
There were, he said, several other gentlemen who 


asked him to withdraw his motion, and he (Mr. 
W..,) had declined to do so. 

The SPEAKER interposed and said that no re- 
marks were in order by the gentleman from Jlli- 
nois, [Mr. Wenrwortu,] or any other gentleman, 
So the demand for the previous question was 


| not withdrawn. 


And the question recurring on seconding the 
same— 

Mr. HOAGLAND called for the reading of the 
resolution. ; À 

The SPEAKER said, the resolution having been 
read once, could only be read again by unanimous 


| consent. 


Objection was made. 
The question was then taken on the demand for 


; the previous question, and there was a second. 


And the main question was ordered to be now 
taken. 

And the main question (on the adoption of the 
resolution) was taken and decided in the affirma- 


documents, of whieh numerous copies have been order d ji tive, without a division. 


| © So the resolution was adopted. 


Mr. WENT WORTH moved a reconsideration 
of the vote by which the resolution had been 
adopted, and that that motion ke laid upon the 


i| table. 


And it was ordered accordingly. 


THE CENSUS. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, moved 
that the rules be suspended, and that the House 


resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
And the question, “ Shall the rules be suspend- |: 
ed??? was then taken, and decided in the affirma- 


| liams. Wilson, Winthrop, Wood, and Woodward— ! 
NAYS.—Messrs. Bayly, Bowden, Boyd, Fiteh, stam G. | 


tive, yeas 145, nays 14, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Allen, Alston, [i 
Ashe, Averett, Bay, Beale, Bennett, Bingham, Bissell, ii 
Booth, Briggs, Brooks, Albert G. Brown, William J, Brown, | 
Burrows, Chester Buuler, Joseph Cable, Joseph P. Caid- | 
well. Calvin, Campbell, Carner, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, | 


Cleveland, Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Coleock, 
Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Daniel, Deberry, Dickey, Diw- 
mick, Dixon, Doty, Duer, Duncan, Dunham, Durkee, Alex- 
ander Evans, Ewing, Fowler, Preediey, Gentry, Giddings, 


Gorman, Gott, Gould, H:A, Halloway, Hamilton, Haralson, | 
Harlan, Thomas L. Harris, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, $ 


Hibbard, Hohiday, Houston, Howe, Inge, W. T. Jackson, A. 
Joimzon, Julian, Kaufman, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. 
King. Jobn A. King. Preston King, La Sèrr, Leffler, Lit- 


Uefield, Marshall, Matteson, McDowell, MeLanahan, Rob- | 


ert M. McLane, MeMullen, MeQuee 


Meacham, Moore, 
Morehead. Morse, Morton, Netson, N 


es, Otds, Orr, Otis, 


Peastee, Peck, Phelps, Pitman, Potter, Powell, Reed, Risi | 


ley, Robbins, Rockwell, Root, Rose, Ross, Rumsey, Savage, 


Sawtelle, Schermerhorn, Shepperd, Silvester, Spauiding, | 
Sprague, Stauly, Riebard H. Stauton, Alexander H. Ste- |! 
phens, Stetson, Sirong, Sweetser, Taylor. Thomas, Jacob | 
‘Thompso:., Join B. Phompsor, Wikiam Thompson, hur 


man, Tuck, Underhill, Vintou, Walden, Watdo, Watkins, 
Welborn, Wentworth, White, WhitHesey, Wildri k, Wil- 


45. 


Harris, Hoagland, Hubbard, Rebert W. Johnson, Jones, 


Mason, MvClernand, Meade, Frederick P. Stanton, and | 


‘Tomnbs—14. 
So the rules were suspended. 
And the resolution being thus before the House, 


Mr. WENTWORTH said, that after the very į 
large vote by which the resolution bad been received | 
he would forego the remarks which he had in- , 


tended to make, and, in order that the matter might 
be brought at once to a close, he would move the 
previous question. 


Mr. MEADE appealed to the gentleman from |: 


Minois [Mr. Wentwortu] to waive the motion, 
to allow him (Mr. M.) to offer an amendment 

The SPEAKER, (to Mr. Wentwortu.) Does 
the gentleman withdraw the demand ? 

Mr. WENTWORTH. 
lowed to make a suggestion which the House will 
understand. 
alone motions to suspend the rules are in order. 


would go over until this day two weeks; and the 


result may be that we may fail to get up the meas- ` 


ure and bring it before the courtry at once. 1 
therefore insist on my demand for the previous 
question. 

_ Mr. MEADE urged the withdrawal of the mo- 
tion, that he might submit his amendment, 


the amendment of the gentleman from Virginia, 
[Mr. Mzans,] as a distinct proposition. ` 


| bill.) : 


Mr. PRESTON KING desired to be informed 
by the Speaker whether this was not the day on 
which the States were called in their order for 
resolutions ? 

The SPEAKER said, this was resolution day. 

Mr. KING said he hoped the House would not 
go into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Several cries to order. 

The SPEAKER said all remarks were out of 
order. 


The question on the motion of Mr. Tuggirson 
was then taken, and the vote stood—ayes o7, 
noes 55. 

Mr. TUCK called for the yeas and nays, which 


were refused. 


rise, as he intended to occupy their time and atten- 
tion bata few moments; and feeling as he did now, 
the necessity of speedy action on the part of the 
House on the subject, and knowing the desire of 
a number of the members to speak upon it, he 
should still adhere to his original determination to 
say but a few words; and like his friend from 


| Ohio, he did not intend to discuss the details or 
ij general merits of the bill, but should offer one or 
i, two suggestions as to the principle involved in it. 
| He thought he might safely say, without either 
I hope I may be al- ` 


“ stretching or puckering the Constitution,” as his 


Sugg (i honorable friend from Ohio had observed, that 
This is Monday, upon which day 


there was not a subject embraced in this bill which 


Á 1 | |i Was not a perfectly legitimate subject for the action 
If a discussion should arise now, the resolution (of the Howse, and upon which they would be 
| fully justified 


i tained in so doing. 


in acting, and constitutionally sus- 
What was the object of the 
bill? Was it not to get information on alf the sub- 


jects embraced it it? And they did not seek that in- 
i formation, as some of the honorable gentlemen 


intimated, for the purpose of gratifying an idle 


m | curiosity, but, if he understood the object of a cen- 
Mr. WENTWORTH said, he would vote for | $ a people We Nihe kna 


sus bill, it was, that, as a people we might know 


i| our true position, as one among the nauons of the 


earth, and that, from the experience of the past, 


1850. 
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they might get knowledge that would be of benefit 
for the future. And there was noinformation sought 
to be acquired in the bill, which would not be of 
some benefit to the country, and on the most of 
subjects of the greatest advantange. He would 
instance the information as to the number of citi- 
zens in the country who were brought up in 
entire ignorance, without the ability to read or 
write their own names. This might not be inform- 
auon of a very pleasant nature, but surely it 
would be of a useful or instructive character, as it 
might lead to the adoption of some means or 
plan to remedy such an evil, or prevent such a 
disgrace, as he considered it, to our country, 
from being recorded in its future history And 
so of every other subject embraced in the bili— | 
there could be information procured upon all of 
them, that would be of advantage and benefit. 
Would it be of no benefit to him or his constit- 
uents, as Pennsylvanians, to know the fact, if it 
existed, that New York, New Jersey, or Virginia, | 
or any other State in the Union, was far ahead of 
their own in all elements of prosperity, social 
institutions, intellectual power, and everything 
which constitutes a virtuous, happy, and pros- 
perous community? Could not they, as Pennsyl- 
vanians, derive some benefit from this information? 
Might it not possibly induce them to inquire into, 
and remedy the defects of their own systems or 
State institutions? And if it should appear that 
Pennsylvania had progressed more rapidly than 
New Jersey, Virginia, or any other State, in 
wealth and prosperity, might not those States be 
instructed by her history? And yet, some of the 
honorable gentlemen objected to acquiring a large 
portion of this information, because of the want 
of constitutional power to get it! He did not mean 
to advance any argument on this point, as his col- 
league had so ably demonstrated the constitutional 
right of Congress in this matter, that it would be 
superfluous for him to attempt to add to that ar- 
gument! Fle would, however, call the attention 
of those gentlemen who made this objection, to 
the act passed march 3d, 1849, establishing the 

- present census board, by whom the schedule an- 
nexed to this bill was prepared. That act expressly 
says, that it shall be the duty of said board to 
prepare proper forms and schedules for collecting 
Information ‘as to mines, agriculture, commerce, | 
manufactures, education, and other topics,” limitfrg 
their powers only as to the number of inquiries, 
which should not exceed one hundred; and he 
merely wished to know, and he would ask the 
honorable gentleman from Texas, who had argued 
eloquently against the constitutionalily of our pro- 
ceedings, whether the unconstitutionality consisted 
in our proceedings under this act, or in the act 
itself? 

Mr. HOWARD briefly explained the position 
which he had assumed in his remarks on a former 
day. 

Mr. MOORE said he must be allowed to differ 
entirely with the gentleman, as he not only con- 
sidered the act constitutional, but also considered 
it perfectiy constitutional to get all the information 
sought for in this bill under the provisions of that 
act. But he did not intend, as he before said, to 
discuss this portion of the subject, as he consid- 


ered, if it was necessary to establish it, that it had || 


been already more ably done than he could do it. 
Bat the honorable gentleman from Georgia, in the 
remarks which he offered upon this subject, had 
taken occasion to warn this committee, and all 
who valued our glorious Union, to beware how 
they used the power or influence of the Govern- 
ment.upon any subject or for any purpose not 
specifically Known or acknowledged in the Consti- 
tution !—virtually assuming the position, if he un- 
derstood the gentleman, that this Government has 
no right, no power, to institute any inquiries to 
ascertain its true position, its advancement in arts 
and prosperity, and everything which consututes 
a great and prosperous nation, . 5 
Mr. STEPHENS interrupting, (and the floor 
being yielded,) said, he wished to set the gentleman 
rightin oneparticular. He had notassumed the po- : 
sition the other day when he addressed the House, 
that Congress could not exercise any power which 
was not specifically granted. He had stated that 
Congress could exercise no power which was not 
expressly granted, or such as was necessary to 
give effect to the powers that were thus granted. 
He had never professed to belong to the school 
of strict constractionists of the Constitution. He 


i 
i 
| 
l 
f 
} 
i 
i 
{ 
i 
| 


| thought some of thegreatest violators of the Con- 
| Stitution had come from men of that particular | 
| School. But he (Mr. S.) was for keeping the action | 


|| ofthis Government rigidly within the sphere of the 
|| great and specific objects for which it was enacted, 


| And no power should be exercised except for the 


| accomplishment of the objects for which it was 


| granted. When a power isnot expressly granted, |] 
(such as that which is now demanged,) it must |! 


| be shown to be necessary in carrying out one that 
is expressly granted. lt has been claimed under | 
the tax power. Now he admitted, that if the object | 
was to lay a direct tax, if might be claimed as | 
an incident to that power to get the information 


several times without any such information. But 
his (Mr. S's.) position was, that you cannot 
make distinct powers of such as were admitted to 
be purely incidents of others. If you intend to pass 
a direct tax law, and deem this information neces- 
sary for the proper exercise of that power, you 
may not violate the Constitution in getting it. But 
he did not understand such to be the avowed. ob- 
ject of the bill; and, therefore, the power to get it 
j could not be legitimately claimed under that clause 
of the Constitution. He (Mr. S.) said that he 
would, ifthe gentleman from Pennsylvania would 


high character, which he happened to have before 

him, upon this subject. lt was Judge Story’s 

| Commentaries upon the Constitution. Thatlearn- 

| ed man and eminent jurist as well as constitutional 

| eXpounder, says, in his rules for interpreting the | 
Constitution, that, 

« From the toregoing considerations we deduce the con- | 
clusio: > that, as a frame or Fundamental law of goveritment, 
the Constitution of the United States is to receive a reason 
able interpretation of its language and its powers, keeping 


conferred.” 


He read from Story on the Constitution, volume | 
1, page 404. i 
This (Mr. S. said) was the proper rule, and the 
| one which he was endeavoring to enforce. W hen- 
ever Congress undertook to exercise any power, | 
it must, or ought to be, to carry out the objects, 
and views, and purposes for which it was con- | 


to it for any other purpose. 

Again: on page 409, extendin 
Judye Story says: 

* On the other hand, a rule of equal importance is, not to 
enlarge the co .struction of a given power beyond the fair 
scope of its terms merely because the coustruction is incon- 
venient, bpolitie, or even mischievous, 
ous, the power of redressing the evil lies with the people. 
by au exercise of the power of amendment. Ft they dunut 
choose to apply the remedy, it may fairly be presumed that | 
the mischief i. less than what would arise from a farther 
extension of the powers; or, that it is the least of the wo | 
evils. 

“Nor should it ever be lest sight of, that the Government | 
: of the United States is one of limited and enumerated pow- 
ers; and that a departure from the true import and sense of 
its powers, is, pro tanto, the establishment ofa new constiu- 
tion. 
to do for themselves. ft is usurping the iuceti ns of the j 
legislator, and deserting those of an expounder of the law. { 
| Arguments drawn from impolicy or inconvenience, ought 
to be of no weight. Tie only sound principle is, to declare | 
titu lex scripta est,’ to follow and to obey. Nor if a princi- 
ple so just and conclusive could be overlooked, could there 
well be found a more unsafe guide in practice than mere 
poliey and convenience.” 


Now, he (said Mr. S.) believed that the only | 
ground upon which this measure was advocated 
was the ground of policy and convenience—that 
is, the information would be interesting to many | 
people in the country. It is admitted that no ex- 


g to page 410, 


now sough®& though we have had direct taxes | 


allow bim, call his attention to an authority of |} 


iu view the objects and purposes for which those powers were ii 


ferred; and it was an abuse of the power to resort |; 


If st be mischiev- | 


i {} bodings. 


It is doing for the people what they have not chosen |! 


of the objects and purposes for which it 
ferred. $ ee Oe E 

Mr. MOORE would admit, that if thé 
man from Georgia had ‘not, at the commencement 
| of his explanation, admitted: that Congress 1 
exercise powers not spécifically known or granted 
in the Constitution, that then ‘his quotations ‘and’ 
authorities would have much force; but as he has 
admitted this power to exist in Congress, he (Mr. 
M.) could not see why it should be asserted 
that Congress had no. constitutional right to get 
all the information sought to be acquired in this 
bill. Why, if a mercantile firm were about to 
make a usual yearly examination of their affairs, 
as they always do, to ascertain either their pros- 
| perity or ad versity, what would we think of a 
į partner in the concern, who should object to sueh 
examination, by saying that it was not specified in 
the articles of copartnership, and therefore could 
not bedone? And as well might it be said that a 
firm has no right to examine into its affairs, as to 
say that this Government has no right or power to 
get all the information asked for in the schedule of 
| this bill! Ee would ask, for what purpose was 
the Constitu tion of pur country ordained and. ès- 
tablished? Was it not, among other purposes,.to 
secure and promote the general welfare? And will 
not theacquisition of information upon all these 
subjects, enable us to accomplish that very object’? 
He could never believe that a full and compre- 
hensive knowledge of everything connected with 
the social and moral, the intellectual and physical 
condition of our country, would ever tend to 
weaken or destroy our glorious Union; on the 
| contrary, he believed it would strengthen and ce- 
| Went it more firmly than ever; and not until he 
| 


i 


į 
| 
| 
| 
l 
i 
H 


should see the Government refusing or fearing 10 
; examine into everything connected with its exist- 
j ence asa nation, would he believe there was any 
danger to be apprehended of a dissolation of the 
| Republic. i 

He most truly regretted to find members of that 
House, for whom they could not but entertain the 
liveliest admiration and respect, both for services . 
| to their country in former years upon thit floor, 
| and their great intellectual ability and strength, 

who appeared to be unable to address that House 

upon any subject, without feeling it to be their 
| duty to sound the warning note of a dissolution 
of the Union! And while he regretted this, he 
| must be allowed to say he would not believe that 
j any circumstances would arise, either, in connec- 
tion with. this or any other subject, which would ©. 
bring about the realization of their gloomy fore- 
He believed they would yet transmit 
unimpaired to posterity the glorious structure up- 
reared by their fathers, and cemented by the blood 
of its founders; and least of all would he believe 
any danger was to be apprehended to it, from any 
action of that House, which had for’ its purpose 
or object the acquiring of the most general mform- 
ation upon all the subjects embraced in this bill: 
And he had only further to say, that in givin, 
his vote upon this bill, he should, and he hope 
every friend of the Union upon that floor would, 
give his vote for the most thorough investigation 
into everything connected with the social and 
moral, intellectual and physical condition of oar 
whole country. 

Mr. KAUFMAN. A bill has been reported 
by a majority of the Committee on the Judiciary 
of this House for the taking of the seventh census, 
and a substitute for that bill has been reported by 
a minority of the same committee. The bill 


i 
i 
i 
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i 
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it is claimed to existas an incident to the tax 
power, Butitis not pretended in argument that 
there is any design to levy a tax; that, therefure, 
not being the object of the bill, the power can 
not be exercised under that clause of the Consti- 
tution which authorizes Congress to lay taxes. . 
Mr. MOORE said, that he trusted the gentle- 


present his views. 

Mr. STEPHENS said the would not trespass 
longer upon the time of the gentleman. He would 
| not have said as much as he had, if the gentleman 
| had not seemed to invite him toit. He would 

now barely add, that he should avail himself of 

the earliest opportunity he could under the rules 
| of the House, to give his views upon the subject 
| at length, and he should shew, from the highest 
authority, that no power could be rightfully exer- 
cised under the Constitution except in pursuit 


press grant of power exists for its obtainment; but jj 


man from Georgia would take some other ume to |! 


which has been reported by the majority of the. 
| committee proposes not only to take an enumera- 
| tion of theinhabitants of the United States, as is 
| required by the Constitution to be done every ten 


| 
it 
i 
i 


‘| years, butalso to inquire into various other mat- 
li ters having no relevancy. to the subject of. the 
|, census, and not enjoined by the provisions of the 
| Constitution. I, sir, for one, shall vote for the 
substitute that, has been proposed on the part of 
the minority of the committee, by the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr, Miter;] and in doing so | go 
as far as the Constitution of the United States 
enjoins upon me to go, and when | have gone as 
| far as those injunctions extend, I feel that my 
duty will have been performed. If | go further, 
Linterfere with powers not delegated to this body 
by that instrument; and it is always safer to keep 
within the powers prescribed by the Constitution, 
than to go beyond them, for when we go beyond 
we tread upon dangerous and forbidden ground. 
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nfrom Pennsylvania, [Mr. MoorE,] 
ken bis seat; refers gentlemen who 
litutionalily of the bill which has 
he majority of the committee, to 
ion of Congress, an extract 
Sir, it is the first time that 
lemen referred to a law of 
Congress for the purpose of. showing the constitu- |, 
tionality of a measure. If such be a criterion, 
every law upon the statute book must be pro- 
pounced constitutional. It would make the Alien 
and Sedition laws constitutional; it would make a 
United States Bank constitutional; it would make 
‘a protective tariff constitutional; it would make a 
Jaw for the distribution of the proceeds of the 
public lands constitutional; in relation to all of 
which, t believe, the idea of constitutionality has 
been pretty effectually exploded. . 
But the gentleman, to get the power claimed 
by a. majority of the committee, alludes to the 
preamble of the Constitution, which speaks of the 
general welfare. Sir, the doctrine of “the general 


Thegentlema 
“who has just ta 
‘object to the cons 

been reported by t 
‘a Law of the last sess 
from which. he.read. 

Į have ever heard gent 


welfare” had been, I thought, long since explo- į 


ded. “The preamble of the Constitution certainly 
cannot be quoted to justify the exercise of a spe- 
cific power under the provisidns of the Constitu- 
tion. A census is to be taken every ten years for 
the purpose of ascertaining the ratio of represent- 
ation on this floor. That is the intent of the 
provision. ` It is a specific command of the Consti- 
tution. of the United States, that a census, or enu- 
meration of the inhabitants, shall be taken every 
ten years. Why, then, go beyond the enumera- 
tion of the inhabitants? Another gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Stronc] says, that we have 
authority to go beyond it, because Congress | 


the right to levy a direct tax upon the people of | 


the United States. But that is not the object of 
this bill. Iknow, as has been said by the gen- 
tleman from Georgia, that Congress possesses the 
power to lay a direct tax, and that Congress also 
possesses all the power necessary to carry into ef- 
fect that provision of the Constitution; but, sir, is 
it in the contemplation of any member of this 
Housesto lay a direct tax? If itis not, then itis 
not necessary, proper, or’ constitutional, to pass 
this bill in the form which it has been reported by 
a majority of the committee; -because the power 
attempted to be exercised is but an implied power, 
connected with levying a tax, and not necessary 
for carrying into effect the power expressly dele- 
gated by the Constitution, in regard to the census, 
which we now propose to exercise. 

“Tt may be well, Mr. Chairman, to look into the 
past practice of the Government, to see what was 
the character of the first census bill that passed the 
Congress of the United States, and the course taken 
by the members of the first Congress, many of 
whom had assisted in the formation of the Con- 
stitution, The word census is dot used in the bill, 
either in the caption or any portion of it; bat it is 
called, ‘4a bill providing for the enumeration of 
the inhabitants of the United States.”? It is con- 
fined strictly to the provision of the Constitution, 
and that precedent has been followed almost uni- 
formly in the passage of every census biil from 
that day to this. The word ‘ census,” in its 
original signification, includes property as well as 
persons; although, as used in the Constitution, it 
applies exclusively to “persons.” There have 
been but one or two exceptions. In 1800 it was 
a bill which applied only to the enumeration of 
the inhabitants. in 1810, also, it applied sim- 
ply to an enumeration of the inhabitants of the 
United States, because that was all that was requi- 
site for carrying into effect the provisions of the 
Constitution, and to ascertain the numbers entitled 
to representation on this floor. 


Jt is true, that the bill for taking the census in |! 


1820, differed somewhat from the former practice 
of the Government. 
taining certain agricultural, commercial, and man- 
ufacturing statistics. lt is known that at that tim 
there was a great rage for a tariff; a tariff which 


e 
e 


should afford protection to our domestic manu- į 


factures. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, (the floor | 


having been yielded temporarily,) said: I under 
stand that the third census bill provided, not only 
for an enumeration of the inhabitants, but also 


for obtaining statisiical information of all the man- |; 


ufactures of the country. The gentleman from 
Texas, | believe, states that that bill was only for 
an enumeration of inhabitants. 


Mr. KAUFMAN. According to my recol- 
lection the bill of 1820 was the first that provi- 
ded for collecting statistics upon the agriculture, 
commerce, and manufactures‘of the country; and 
thosé provisions were inserted in the bill in 
consequence of a desire on the part of the peo- 
ple of the United States, after the close of the 
last war, to provide for the protection of the then 
infant manufactures of the country. Butin 1830, 


made from the former practice in relation to these 
bills. Inquiries were then made into the extent of 
the productions of the whole counu, and itjsa 
singular fact, that, upon consulting th 

sional Globe for that year, I have not been able to 
find any debate at all in regard to a measure 


the very letter, as it most certainly was of the 
spirit, of the Constitution. But, sir, when this cen- 


the former practice of Congress was made, it was 


the politicians of the country, and particularly those 
in Congress, were more engrossed with President 
| making than anything else, and perhaps, therefore, 
the measure may be the more excusable. 

The bill of the majority proposes, in one of its 
schedules, to obtain a report of the diseases of 


which their relatives died, they shall be mulcted in 
a fine of thirty dollars, one half of which shall go 
| to the informer. Sir, I have no doubt that many 


all the terrors of the law. And, sir, what legis- 
lation is to be based upon the report of these 
diseases of which the people have died? What is 
| the purpose of procuring such report? Another 
provision requires, that the names of the different 
bers belonging to each, shall be ascertained. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, having 


moment, remarked, that the object contemplated 
by reporting the diseases of which persons had 
died, was, that healthy and unhealthy locations 
might be ascertained, in order to guide the action 
| of the Government when making appropriations 
| for dock-yards, forts, and other public works, and 
| fur deciding upon their locations. 

Mr. KAUFMAN. lam willing to admit, sir, 
that some advantage might arise from the informa- 


though this information could be otherwise more 
cheaply and ‘correctly obtained; bui there are 
a thousand things, information upon which would 
be of advantage to the country, which we, nev- 
ertheless, have no constitutional power to enter 
upon in any provisions to be inserted in a cen- 
sus bill. 
description; the only question is, whether or 
not the information is necessary to carry into effect 
any of the powers delegated to Congress by the 
Constitution; whether, in the first place, the ob- 
| taining of the information is a power that is del- 
i egated by the Constitution and in 
place, if it is not a delegated power, whether it is 


of that description. Now, sir, I consider it is 
| quiries—especially to make an enumeration of 
the members of the various religious denomi- 
nations. Sir, I ask what advantage is to be 


tion is to be based upon it? What legislation 


based upon statistical information regarding re 
ligious denominations, or the number of members 
that belong to the different religious sects or de- 
nominations of Christians into which the people 
of this country are divided? We have no right 
to legislate upon the subject of religion, and cer- 
tainly we can base no legisiation upon the inform- 
ation proposed to be obtained in reference to this 
subject. 1 hold that this schedule is a violation 
of the Constitution, for we have no right to collect 
statistics in regard to religion. Sir, I look upon 


|| it as a dangerous proposition, that we should enter | 


i upon an inquiry of this sort. Are we willing to 


the census bill, in conformity to the Constitution, | 
provided only for an enumeration of the inhabit- ; 
ants. {tis true, in 1840, a very wide departure was | 


e Congres- i 
which, in my humble opinion, was in violation of | 


sus bill was passed in 1840—when this violation of . 


ata time when the people of the United States, į 
which persons have died; and it provides that, | 
where survivors will not report the diseases of | 


persons die of diseases concerning which their re- 
latives will give no information, though you should i 
send out persons to interrogate them, armed with ; 


religious denominations, and the number of mem- | 


| obtained permission: to interrupt the gentleman a | 
| p Į 


tion which the gentleman proposes to obtain, al- ; 


There are thousands of things of this í 


the next | 
proper or necessary to carry into effect any power || 


neither necessary nor proper to make these in- | 


| under the Constitution of this country can be: 
That bill provided for ob- 


give an opportunity for an advantage to be taken || tablishment. How many such establishments are 


Í by a denomination which chances to be the strong- 
| est, to exercise a political infiuence? We might 
i give rise to a power which would prove dangerous 
! to the Government, and inconsistent with human 
‘liberty. I believe, Mr. Chairman, that an enu- 
| meration of the different religious sects of the 
| United States would be as great a sin against the 
Constitution as the numbering, by David, of ** the 
valiant men of israel that drew the sword,” was 
in the sight of the Almighty. Sir, whether we 
adopt the other portions of the bill or not, } hope, 
at least, that we will reject that portion which pro- 
vides for the enumeration of the church militant. 

Mr. HOUSTON (permission being granted him 
to ask a question) said: I understand the gentle- 
man to allude to the prohibition enjoined upon 
the Jews against taking an enumeration of the 
people. Ihave no doubt the gentleman is very 
well read in biblical history; I would ask him why 
that particular prohibition was imposed ? 

Mr. KAUFMAN. Thope the gentleman will 
take the trouble to inform himself. 

This bill proposes to take an account of all 
the property in the United States. Now, it is 
population and not property, except slave property, 
that is the basis of taxation and representation 
under the Constitution of the United States. There 
is no other portion of the property of the United 
States that enters into the basis of representation. 
Direct taxation, when imposed by the United 
States, is laid in the different States in proportion 
to the number of the population, and not in pro- 
portion to the amount of property. One State 
may have a hundred times as much property as 
another, and yet, if it have no more population, it 
will be entitled only to the same representation, 
and subject only to the same amount of taxation. 
How, then, are we to justify the expenditure of 
half a million of dollars by this Government—at 
a time, too, when the country is in debt—fora 
purpose that is wholly unnecessary? lt appears 
from the calculation made by the gentleman from 
Ohio, that the difference of expense to be in- 
curred under the bill reported by the committee, 
and the substitute, would be more than half a mil- 
lion of dollars. I cannot vouch for the correct- 
ness of the estimate, for I have not made any cal- 
culation myself. ‘i 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania. I must 
say that to me it appears that the statement made 
by the gentleman from Ohio, gives no sanction 
whatever to any such conclusion as the gentleman 
has arrived at. It affords no vindication for it. 
It becomes perfectly futile, then, to attempt to base 
any such conclusion upon it. The statistics in 
1840 cost $103,953; suppose, then, the increase of 
population since that time to be five millions of 
inhabitants—giving the increase the largest possi- 
ble allowance for agricuiturists and manufactures, 
the cost cannot, according to the provisions of 
your bill, exceed $170,000. I will venture to sa 
‘| that no estimate that can be made will show a 
result such as the gentlemon has stated. 

Mr. KAUFMAN. I have not, as I said, made 
any calculation, but it seems to me that the 
expense of collecting the information that is here 
proposed to be collected, will certainly be double 
that of taking the simple enumeration of the in- 
habitants. Four or five questions and the answers 
to them, are all that will be necessary for the 
purpose of taking an enumeration of the inhabit- 
ants; yet the bill provides for fifty or sixty ques- 
tions with their answers. Is it not reasonable, 
then, to conclude that the expense will be at 
least double? And if so, it will amount to more 
than half a million of dollars. I believe that the 


i 


i i i] "= caleulation*of the gentleman from Ohio is strictly 
derived from it? I ask what kind of legisla- : 


correct, and that the expense will be double, when 
we take into consideration the additional questions 
it is proposed to ask by the bill, reported by the 
| chairman of the committee, to those proposed in 
| the bill that is offered as a substitute by the gen- 
| tleman from Ohio. J have great confidence, how- 
| ever, in the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

| Mr. THOMPSON. Tam much obliged to the 
| gentleman, but | would like to suggest—because in 
` that way perhaps we shall arrive at more accurate 
results upon the question under consideration— 
all that the census taker is entitled to receive for 
each set of inquiries on the subject of agriculture 
is ten cents for each farm, and ‘the compensation 
for the inquiries pertaining to manufactures is but 
fifteen cents in the case of each manufacturing es- 


i 


“fore, become a perfect loss to the Government. 
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there in the United States? When the gentleman 
procures the number, he will then have a basis of | 
calculation. Ido not care what number he may i! 
choose to assume, provided he. does not take a 
number that will shock ail rational minds, which I | 
know he will notdo. Let the gentleman take, as | 
Í have done, what approaches as nearly as possible | 
to the actual number of agricultural and manufac- 
turing establishments. in the United States. My į 
calculation is based upon the supposition that there | 
are about ene million two hundred thousand per- 
sons engaged in agricultural, and about seven 
hundred thousand in manufacturing operations. | 
Taking these numbers asa basis, and estimating 
the number of establishments of each kind exist- 
ing in which this number of operatives are en- || 


gaged, the expense will not exceed one hundred |; 


and twenty-three or one hundred and twenty- 
four thousand dollars. And in regard to the social 
statistics, for which there is to be allowed two 
percent. upon the amount allo wed for the enumera- 
tion of the population—this whole branch of | 
the expense will not exceed $4,400, estimating 
the entire population at twenty-two millions. 
isa mere chimera to suppose that it will amount 
to anything like what the gentleman has stated. 
Mr. KAUFMAN. Saoffice it for me, that the 
additional expense will be very considerable. The 
precise amount, of course, I cannot determine. | 
But I wish to ask the chairman of the committee 
one question, and it is, what will be the coat of | 
printing the seven hundred reams of forms already | 
executed by order of the Census Board? ; 
Mr. THOMPSON. I believe I can answer the 
gentleman, and I am rather indebted to good luck 
than to a good memory, in being able to do so. | 
The contract made by the Census Board for print- į; 
ing the schedule, was, that the paper should be j! 
furnished at six dollars a ream; it was to be paper || 
of an excellent quality, manufactured by hand. į 
It was agreed to be printed for three dollars a | 
ream, which, added to the cost of the paper, will | 
make the whole expense per ream nine dollars. | 
There is, perhaps, some dispute as to whether it, į 
should be nine or ten dollars; it can inno event | 
exceed ten dollars, so that the geneman can easily 
compute the amount. 
Mr. KAUFMAN. 
tion of the Census Board, in causing seven hun- 
dred reams of torms to be printed, is, I conceive, 
aviolation of the law upon the subject. Here is 
a bill from the Senate, and it has been reported 
upon by a committee of this House, and a substi- 
tute for it has also been reported, and by neither 
the bill nor the substitute are the forms printed by 
the Census Board sanctioned. This must, there- 


That Board was constituted, as I understand, mere- |i 
y for the purpose of preparing forms to be acted 
pon by Congress. Therefore, the argument that 
money has been expended in the printing of these || 
forms is of little or no value, because the bill 
passed by the Senate does not conform to these 
schedules, and this. paper and printing must, there- 
fore, be lost to the Government. I wish Con- 
gress to come back to the old line from which 
it has departed, in regard to this matter, I wish ji 
to come back to the language of the Constitution j; 
on the subject—to an enumeration of the inhab- || 
itants of the country, upon which enumeration |; 
representation is to be based. By taking this |; 
course, and not otherwise, we shail be able to 
get the bill passed in time for the enumeration 
to be made within the time prescribed; and we | 
shall not take from the Treasury, at a time | 
when the country is involved in debt, a large | 
sum of money, to be expended for no useful | 

| 

\ 


purpose. If we do not take this course, I believe 
it will be impossible to complete the work of | 
taking the census of the United States within |; 
the time prescribed for that purpose., It will f 
be impossible to get through the numerous ques- |; 
tions contained in the schedules attached-to the bill | 
reported by the majority of the committee. But 
gentlemen say, it may perhaps be necessary, in 
afew years, to lay a direct tax; and that, there- 
fore, we ought to collect this information now, so 
that it may be ready for use at any future time. 
Now, that argument will not do. Supposé that it | 
should become necessary, seven or nine years 
hence, to levy a direct tax, will the census taken in 
1850 answer as the basis ofa tax to be levied in | 


lti: 


į question. 
I will remark, that the ac- |; 


has been the change of her condition within 
the last iwo years? What has been the change 
in regard to the number of her inhabitants, and 
what is the difference between her resources two 
years ago, and her resources now? What will.be 
the difference in her resources-nine years hence, 
and the present time? Sir, I believe there is scarce- 
ly a man in this House who supposes there will 
be any necessity for resorting to direct taxation. 
There is no one who wishes it. The people of the 
North are able to control the action of Congress. 


jit is very well known that they derive greater 


benefits by the tariff system than they could by 
direct taxation upon the people of the South, 

Mr. CARTTER (the floor being yielded for a 
question) Sid he would inquire of the gentleman 
whether, in his opinion, Congress had not the 


i power to make inquiry in regard to the various 


subjects comprehended in the bill, provided it were 
with a view to direct taxation? 

Mr. KAUFMAN. 1 have no doubt, if we had 
before us a bill for imposing a direct tax—if it 
were the policy of the country—or if the exigen- 
cles of the times compelled a resort toa system of 
direct taxation, we would have a right to inquire 


| into the amount of property held by individuals 


in different States of the Union. But we are not 
engaged in a bill of that character. When the 
emergency arises, it will be time enough to exam- 
ine into that matter, and not when we have a bill 
under consideration which has not the most re- 
mote connection with that subject. 

Mr. CARLtTER. Has the honorable gentle- 
man from Texas any assurance that we shall not 
be called upon to levy that sort of tax before the 
expiration of the next five years—perhaps before 
the close of the present Administration? 

Mr. KAUFMAN. lam not able to foretell 
what may happen; but] do hope that every friend 
of a strict construction of the Constitution, whether 
he be of the North or of the South—whether he 
represent the eastern or the western portion of 
this country, will vote for the substitute that has 
been offered by the gentleman from Ohio. The 
gentleman from Pennsylvania has remarked, that 
he would not like to see this become a sectional 
Sir, L do not see anything in it that is 


calculated to give it a sectional tendency. It is 


* merely a question as regards a strict construction 
_ of the Constitution; and, sir, so long as this body 


1857 or 1859? No, sir. What will be the eondi- ji 


adheres to a strict construction of the Censtitution, 
there will be no danger. to this Government that 
need be apprehended. 1 believe we are departing 
from the principle of strict construction every 
day; I believe there is no party that has not de- 
parted from it, more or less; yet I believe a strict 
and rigid construction should be always adhered 
to, and that a departure from it should be tolerated 
under no pretext whatever. Whether it be with 
a view the more readily to carry into effect a direct 
power, or for any other purpose whatever, l be- 
lieve that the adherence to a strict construction of 
the Constitution is the only course that will’ per- 
petuate this Union. 

Although the information here proposed to be 
obtained might be of some advantage, yet it can 


i be best obtained by the State authorities, and vnb- 
| tained, too, much more fully and satisfactorily 


than it can be by your census takers. They have 
State assessments every year; they have time to 
do their work; they are in no hurry; they have no 


| constitutidnal provision hanging over them, de- 


claring that it must be done within the year. 

Mr. CLARKE. Will the gentleman allow me 
to interrupt bim for a moment? 

Mr. KAUFMAN. I will yield the floor, sir. 
I have said about all I intended to say. 

Mr. CLARKE rose and said: 

Mr. Cuarrman: When thelearned chairman on 
the Judiciary introduced this bili, with a variety 
of prefatory remarks, giving the meaning and 
force: of the term census, and a history of the 
various censuses that had been taken, and the 
learned men who had been engaged in that work, 
it occurred to me that he was rather illustrating 
his own learning than doing a thing useful for the 
House; but the gentleman, it is clear, better under- 
stood the objections that would be urged to his bill 
than I. It was not, it seems, unnecessary to 
show that the term census meant something more 


| than the enumeration of inhabitants, and that it 


had been deemed necessary by wise Governments 
to employ men of great learning and capacity to 


tion of California at the end of seven years? What |; take these censuses. 


The. gentleman from: Ohi Ë 
made a report, in which -he. propose 
enumerate the inhabitants of the ‘Unite 
in common parlance, merely. to count : 
this is the full.extent that his constitutional 
ples, will permit him to go; while the chairman: 
the committee, in my. estimation, in: better-tagte 
and judgment, with more scope, and. range-to his 
philosophy and statesmanship, proposes that ‘the 
census shall take a far more extended field. The 
census, as proposed to be. taken, embraces. a great 
variety of statistical information, needful, useful, 
indispensable, in my estimation, to correct legisla- 


tion. Our power to collect. this information. is 
denied; its utility when gathered impugned; and 
its accuracy when collected questioned in advance. 
There is force enough in the term census to em- 
brace all the subjects which are included in the 
tablés of the bill, which I favor, and many more. 
Lam content with the bill as it is, as being the 
best that we are able to obtain; but were I to frame 
one, it should be far more. extensive and minute. 
And the constitutignal power to take it. is ‘the 
necessary result of powers: clearly granted. We 
have, for instance, the power to .create.a navy. 
Does this not imply.the power to ascertain wheth- 
er we have the pine trees for spars, the: live-oak 
for timber, and the hemp for cordage, or theland 
that, by proper care, will produce these. materials 
essential to create a navy? The power to create 
and mantain a navy implies the. power to, agger- 
tain the number of mariners in the United States; 
and this at once proves that you may inquire into 
the trades and occupations of our cilizens. 

It is objected that we have no power and:no 
right to inquire into the number of schools. and 
seminaries of learning, or the number of those 
who have, and of those who have not, the common 
rudiments of learning. One of the express pro~, 
visions of the Constitution is, that we have the 
power to promote science, and under that.clause 
we set aside large tracts of land for the establish- 
ment of schools: Have we. nota right to. inquire 
whether our bounty has been usefully and cor- 
rectly employed? But it is said we have no right.to 
inquire into the number of churches and meeting- 
houses, and into the number of members belong- 
ing to each sect. Some religious sects have con- 
scientious scruples about bearing arms; is it notof 
some importance to know how numerous this sect 
may be. This is a Christian community. The 
Christian religion is a part of the common. law; 
in other words, the common sense, sentiment, 
taste, and. feeling. of. community, And:though, 
out of a sedulous desire. to have..nothing sectarian 
in our system, no. great parade. is made.of: the 
religion of ‘the nation; it is io vain to disguise it, 
that the Christian religion is the corner-stone on 
which our political edifice is placed... We open.our - 
sessions daily with religious. exercises; we solem- 
nize our funerals under the orders of this House with 
religious ceremonies; we have a chaplain; every 
national ship has its chaplain; every regiment.has 
its chaplain; your soldiers and your sailors. form 
part of our religious. community, and. ‘should 
belong, and do generally belong to some religious 
sect or denomination, $25 ats 

Is it not of some importance to know what. sect 
predominates—what proportion these sects bear to 
each other—merely to enable us to select our 
chaplains humanely, equitably, justly? Is it not 
desirable to know how many consider the seventh 
the day of rest, and"how many do not contribute to 
the number of our warriors? We claim that ours 
is a free land, the asylum of the oppressed. of all 
nations. With me this is not an empty. boast... E 
| consider the free white laboring manimmeasurably 
| the most valuable importation we make; and Lam 
| willing in the most authentic. form.to apprise the 
people of all the world of the religion of the 
| country, its sects, and its churches, and their 
localities, for religious consolation is looked for by 
the emigrant as well as those that are merely sens- 
ual. The school house and the chureh admonish 

ll where preparation for the duties of time and 
eternity- are made therein. We have a right to 
borrow. money. Everybody. knows that the 
facility of’ borrowing has mightily increased, and 
that the rate of interest decreased, by.the periect 
ability to pay. When. Massachusetts wanted to 
raise money in Europe for the constraction of her 
western railroad, she sent her. agent with the as- 
sessed value of the State of Massachusetts in his 
hand; that exhibition of wealth enabled her to ne- 
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gotiate a loan upon uncommonly reasonable terms, 
i it not right, wise, that whenever the United 
States propose to borrow money that they should 
be able to exhibit, in an authentic form, the im- 
mense amount of property, real and personal, that 
is'always responsible for the payment of the debt? 
Isit: not desirable to know the mineral resources 
of the country? Both in peace and in war, the 
industrial pursuits of the country? The machinery 
ofthe country and its mechanical science and skill, 
witha view to their protection and encouragement? 
The gentleman from Georgia, the other day, took 
occasion to say that no government could stand or 
ought to ‘stand, that brought its power in conflict 
with the property of the people. The property to 
which the gentleman. referred, is property vested 
in slaves, which he was pleased to estimate at 
fifteen handred millions of dollars. 1 deemed „the 
expression indefensible, revolutionary; but, since 
the sentiment is advanced in this House, and seems 
to be entertained by others than the gentleman 
from Georgia, it is quite desirable to know the 
ages as well as the numbers of the slaves, with the 
view of ascertaining their value, and comparing 
that property with other property which the same 
gentlemen seem to think deserves no protection, 
no encouragement. It is quite desirable to know 
the positive and relative yield of agricultural pro- 
ductions in different sections of the country, in 
order that we may see whether it be wise to-in- 
graft slavery upon the immense terr tories which 
we have lately acquired, 
Which the tables prepared by the chairman on the 
Judiciary would not be useful for us to know. 
Let there be light, was the command of Infinite 
Wisdom at the creation of the world. The rule 
seems to be reversed here, in the government of a 


small part of the world; and the cry of gentlemen 


here is, let there be darkness. 

There is in the free States a class of men enti- 
tled to all the privileges of citizenship there, who, 
if they set foot in certain other States of this 
Union, are liable to be imprisoned, and in certain 
contingencies to be sold as slaves, becanse it has 
pleased God not to bestow upon them quite so 
white a skin as some of us wear, Is it not de- 
sirable to know how numerous this class is, with 
the view of ascertaining the practical value of a 
great principle of the Constitution? Would it 
not be worth while, if it were in our power, to as- 
certain the lineage and the place of birth of the 
African race, in order, amongst other things, to 
ascertain whether our laws excluding slaves from 
foreign parts are violated or observed? Ig it not 
desirable to know the prevalent diseases of the 
country, whether they result from local causes or 
unhealthy trades, so that if need there be, we may 
discourage the unhealthy trade, drain the marsh? 
Is it not desirable, with reference to the health of 
the country and our quarantine laws, to ascertain 
whether diseases are imported, and whether they 
are the result of unbealthy food, or searcity,or the 
crowded state of the vessel? Will notan inquiry 
into the diseases of the country tend to elucidate 
these facts? Give us light uponall these subjects; 
we shall not obtain a surplus of information; and 
it seems to me that he that underrates this statisti- 
cal information, which is sought by the bill under 
consideration, has not well considered the elements 
out of which the character, the power, of a coun- 
try is made. 

Mr. WOODWARD said, he apprehended that 
the gentleman who had just resumed his seat [Mr. 
Crarxt] bad given an intimation as to what was 
the true object of asking a great variety of the in- 
quiries contained in this bill. It was to know 
what facts might be alleged in derrogation of a 
certain description of labor in a certain portion of 
this Union, It was not necessary for the gentle- 
man to have made the intimation; other gentlemen 
had been more prudentin discussing this question, 
It was not necessary, because no man could be 
blind o the fact, that the object of a part of this 
bill—i was not so with every part of it—but the 
object of particular parts of the bill was to pro- 
cure and circulate over the country themes for ab- 
olition declamation. Who doubted that it was 
for that purpose? The object was to select the 

lemishes in the social system of the South, and 
harp upon these until the imagination of the coun- 
try should be wholly prepossessed, and every favor- 
able feature lost sight of. In this way any com- 
munity in the world might be scandalized and 
brought into disrepute. 


I know of no one fact, | 


Bat he would not dwell Upon this subject; other | 
occasions might be presented for this purpose. He | 
proposed, for the present occasion, to look into the :i 
constitutional power of Congress, which he con- | 
ceived had not yet fully been developed to the 
House. The power given to Congress in the Con- || 
stitution was “to lay and collect taxes, duties, |! 
imposts and excises.” A proviso was attached to | 
this power, ‘‘but all duties, imposts and excises | 
shall be uniform throughout the United States.” 
Taxes were not enumerated in the list which came 
under the proviso: taxes, duties, imposts and ex- 
cises were to be laid and collected, but duties, im- 
posts and excises were to be uniform. What was 
the object of that distinction? It wasto distinguish i 
between the subjects of direct taxation which were | 
to be apportioned upon one principle, and the other | 
three forms of taxation which were to be appor- | 
tioned upon another principle. Taxes, here, meant | 
direct taxes, and direct taxation was a taxation | 
upon persons or upon lands which could be as- 
certained by enumeration and through geographi- 
cal science. The liter ceuld be as well ascertained | 


by any deputy surveyor who might be sent into 
any particular State. Capitation or direct taxes | 
(which were synonymous in the Constitution) 
should be apportioned to federal numbers ; du- 
ties, imposts and excises should be uniform, i. e. 
according to wealth. There was no necessity of 
ascertaining the value of the property in a Siate 
with a view to levying duties, imposts or excises. i 
An enumeration of the inhabitants was necessary | 
for the purpose of capitation, and it was necessary | 
to know the quantity of land for the purpose of a | 
| 
| 
| 
| 


direct tax upon it. Would they need the aid of a 
censor to ascertain the number of inhabitants and | 
the amount of geographical area? H was ridicu- 
lous for the gentleman to look to this as a source 
of knowledge. Asa measure of legislation it had | 
been imposed upon Congress by the Constitution, 


by a person residing in the city of Washington,as || i 
| the State authorities? 


i 


would be represented, and could see that justice 
was done them ? 

Now duties, imposta, and excises were required 
by the Constitution to be uniform throughout the 
United States—that was, that the same law should 
exist for all the States, and that property, wealth 
should be the criterion of taxation, requiring all 
persons in all communities to pay according to 
their wealth and not according to their federal 
numbers. Now what necessity had Congress for 
this information in levying this sort of taxation 
upon wealth? Was it necessary? It would be 
convenient, but was it, in the language of the Con- 
stitution, “ necessary and proper?” for the lan- 
guage of the Constitution was not necessary or 
proper, but necessary and proper. Tt was not ne- 
cessary and proper to know the amount of property 
and wealth in order to know how to levy taxes, 
Could they not levy a tax of ten cents per gallon 
upon whiskey without knowing the whole amount 


|| of whiskey in the United States? 


Bat suppose that this knowledge was wanted— 
Suppose it was necessary and proper, was our 
censor, he asked, a more reliable authority than 
‘Would gentlemen as- 
sume that a State Lezislature—the Senate and 
House of Representatives of a State, sanctioned by 
all the authorities of a State—were less hkely to 
give true information than was the censor ap- 
pointed by the Federal Government? The gen- 
tleman from New York wanted the information 
from federal officers. A sovereign State was un- 
worthy to be trusted, was too mendacions to be 
relied‘upon in the transactionsof this Government. 
It was a matter of convenience he {Mr. W.) con- 
ceded, but in no scale a matter of necessity or 
proper—while it should be both, 

But to go a litle further: admitting that the 


f 5. 
ji General Government had to obtain this informa- 


tion, the information sought, according to genile- 


| men’s own view of the subject, should be confined 
but no well informed man ever looked to such a ji 


to that which was itself the subject of taxation 


source for light and knowledge: they were more | 
securely derived from other sources. The statis- | 
tics of the States, certain known laws of relation | 
between population and wealth in the same coun- } 
ty, where conditions were identical, or the differ- | 
ence of conditions well understood and appreciated, | 
would be a safer reliance for accurate knowledge | 
than the returns of any United States censor. | 
Mr. STRONG interposing, (and the floor being | 
yielded for explanation,) said he desired to ascer- | 
tain the gentleman’s views, for he (Mr. S.) hoped | 
to have an opportunity of being heard more at 


| ondly, he would like toask the gentleman whether 


| 
| 
length upon the subject. He wished to know | 
whether the gentleman from South Carolina held, | 
| 
t 
{ 


that Congress, in exercising the power of laying |) 


a direct tax (assuming what the gentleman had al- 
ready declared, that it was a capitation or a land 
tax) was required to impose an equal tax upon į 
land which was worth one dollar an acre, and 

that which was worth two hundred dollars an | 
acre? and if it were not so, whether the inquiries | 
relative to the value of property in lands contained | 
in these schedules were not necessary? And sec- 
in order to obtain anything 
tax throughout the country by an excise, it was 


not discuss every point that aruse under a ques- 
tion in an hour, 


i 
i 
| 


i 
l 


[if the taxing power was what it was intended to 


exercise. The taxing power ought not to have 


ia greater scope than the suuject of the power, 
| What had the subject of taxation to do with the 


institution of a censorship modeled after that of 
Rome—for putting all manner of indelicate ques- 
tions to persons touching the private family rela- 
tions, manners, morals, &e.? That was what 
was proposed. Gentlemen did not confine them- 
selves to what was the subject of their power. 
Now, gentlemen who talked of incidental power, 
misconceived the nature of things. There could 
be no such thing as an incidental power. Inci- 
dence was hetween the different parts of the same 
sulject, and all the incidents made the whole sub- 


» || the method of construing the 
like an uniform, equal |! ing could be more evident! 
|| method violated every law 
| not necessary to know what the personal property i reasoning. 
was? i 
Mr. WOODWARD (resuming) said they could || 
ti 3 
| ject. 
and he confessed he could not /| power 


consent to any gentlernan’s indicating the particu- |! 


lar topics which he should discuss. 
mean to be discourteous. He would, however, 
notice one of the inquiries of the gentleman in re- 
gard to the value of the lands. He said that the i| 
attempts of the United States to survey each man’s i| 


land, and fix the value of it, was never thought of `! 
and never would be thought of. The aggregate |, 
amount of a tax upon land was apportioned among | 
the States irrespective of the value of their lands. | 
Rich land or poor land, sand-barren or alluvion, a Í 
State had to pay so much, if it had so many fed- | 
eral population. How the tax should be distrib- 
uted among the people of a State, was a question 
of internal justice and equality, and would depend | 
upon the relative valuations which the local gov- | 
ernment would place upon different descriptions of 
land. What greater security could a people have | 
that justice would be done them in this respect, 
than to have the matter left with their own local 


H 
if 
ie 


government, where each class of land-holders 


He did not jj eld maid ho 
ij tell upon oath 
‘| be fined 


jhe thanked the gentle 
| But at all events, 
| affidavit, they did not from fin 
i if she did not pay it. 

i an illegitimate child had 
li she was to be fined. 


ij in the bill as to children born. 


| so illegitimate as the 
| would himself give up 


| and complete power, as much so 


coining—buildings, machinery, laborers,and chem- 
ical tests. There was nota distinct power for each 
one of these incidents, but a single power covering 
the whole. Mr. Madison gives this exposition of 
Constitution. Noth- 
y true. An opposite 
of human science and 
Each power in Congress was a whole 
as any power in 
ranscend its sub- 
Suppose that any 


a State. It must not, however, t 
it would be absurd to 
could properly do so, 
Could they send your censor to inquire of an 
w old she was, and to require her to 
; and if she did not that she should 
, indicted? 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, said there 


i| was no such provision in the bill. 


Mr. WOODWARD said if he was mistaken, 
man for the correction. 
if they exempted her from 
e, and imprisonment 
A woman who had borne 

to tell it; if she refused 
: [He here read the sixteenth 
section of the bill. 

Mr. THOMPSON said there was no provision 
1f, when the gen- 
Ueman came to read it, there was anything in it 
genleman’s argument, he 
the bill. 


Mr. WOODWARD said he would state, ore? 


| for all, that he had not the tables from the Senate 


ject. The power. was one and indivisible, and ` 
covered the whole subject with all its incidenta, 
Take for instance the coinage of money: the subs. 
ject consisted of everything necessary and proper to 


1850. 


before him, but, only the tables reported by the 


House committee; and if there was not an inquiry | 


into that subject, he had. been misled. He asked 
the gentleman if there was not an inquiry how 
many children a woman had borne? 

Mr. THOMPSON. There is none. 

“Mr. STRONG. There is in regard to slaves. 

Mr. THOMPSON. I beg my colleague’s par- 
don; there is no such inquiry. There is such a 
provision in the Senate bill. 

Mr. WOODWARD. Then let this part of my 
speech go for the Senate; they have quite as much 
need of it there as here, in relation to this subject. 
> There was a delicacy (Mr. W. continued) in 
every refined mind that revo'ted from having 
everything made known in regard to private 
family relations, even where there was no guilt or 
scandal, What fami ies did not conceal from one 
another, or from friends? They were unwilling 
to have proclaimed in the market, or spread upon 
public archives. How old a person was, how 
much property he had, how many children his 
wife had lost, were questions annoying to a sensi- 
tive mind, even when put by a private person, 
and much more so when demanded with a penalty 
by a censor of Government for publication. 
Having gone thus far, who knew where they 
would stop? Go read the history of the Roman 
censorship; see, from a modest beginning, what 
an odious tyranny it became in process of ume— 
the most odious with which the Roman people 
was oppressed. Compare its progress, from its 
beginning to its ending, with the progress you 
have made thus far, and see in how short a ume 
you will reach the greatest excess. Next you 
will inquire into all church matters—who go to 
church, how often, &c. 

The policy of this bill was to lay the foundation 


for a system of direct taxation, Mr. W. then pro- , 


ceeded to show that the resources of the country 
by imposts were gradually diminishing. Imposts 
(he said) were a tax not upon wealth, but upon 
the difference between domestic and foreign cost 
of production. This difference was continually 
diminishing in the United States, and would pres 
ently banish, and with it the foundation of imposts. 
What was now a revenue duty, would presently 
be a prohibitory duty. To raise revenue, therefore, 
all duties must be progressively reduced. But 
the manufacturing interests could not submit to 
this reduction. They must, therefore, look out for 
other sources of revenue; they must look to direct 
taxes. 


He would beg gentlemen to look at one feature. 


in our commercial relations, and industrial and ag- 
riciltural pursuits at home. We had a climate 
comprehending every climate of Europe—a soil ca- 
le'of producing everything that belonged to the 
f- Europe, and at a cheaper rate than any 
country in the world. Look at the article 
gar. Twenty years ago sugar would have 
boriie an impost duty of one hundred per cent. 
What was the state of the case now? Half of that 
sum would amountto an absolute prohibition; and 
in five years hence, sugar might be exported from 
the United States, and would be incapable of bear- 
ing any duty. In Louisiana, Texas, and the south- 
western portion of the country, owing to the soil, 
the climate, and the African slave labor, sugar 
would then be made twenty per cent. cheaper than 
in any other portion of the world. 

Mr. BAYLY (in his seat) and exported to—- 

Mr. WOODWARD, (continuing.) Exported— 
yes, exported to the end of the world in ten 
years from this time, And if in ten years hence, 
any duty at all should be laid upon that ar- 
ticle, it must be an export duty. Had Congress 
the right to lay such a duty? But he would not 
dwell on this particutar branch of the subject. 
What he contended for was, that this information 
-was not desired with a view to impose taxes, 
and that we could not, from the power to enumer- 
ate tl people, derive the power to enumerate the 
property—one being expressed in order to be cre- 
ated, the other should have been expressed if it 
was designed to be created. But admitting the 
principle that we could take the value of property, 
there was no authority to go beyond it. Under 
the Constitution of the United States, the word 
census” was defined.. So was the word “ trea- 
son.” {t left everything else to be defined by pa- 
litical science. It defined ** census” and “treason”? 
in order to limit them. The word “ census” it 
defined in the first instance, and then, in a subse- 


| quent clause, it said census” or ** enumeration.” 


| 
| particular census which was mentioned in the 


That was a special census. A census hterally-de- 
fined, comprehended more than an- enumeration; 
but our census was a mere enumeration, and this 


Constitution, was defined to be an enumeration. 
And well might the framers of the Constitution 
have been careful in defining the extent of the 
power—remembering, as they did, all fresh from 
the study of Roman history and of political’ his- 
tory everywhere—well might they be cautious, 
when they remembered the character under the 
Roman government of that censorship which was 
commenced and half developed in the bill under 
consideration. If gentlemen limited themselves 
| to an enumeration of the value of property, the 
| bill would not be so objectionable. If they went 
i beyond that, they would disappoint themselves 
! He made no threats. But there were hundreds of 
| thousands of persons in the United States, who 
would not answer the questions which this in- l 
| solent censorship might put to them. He would 
not answer them. No obtrusive officer’ should 
come into his house and ask for this informa- 
tion. He would not answer, and hundreds of | 
thousands of others would not. He would go 
to the extent of fixing property and its value; 
but all this insolence, all this curiosny should 
receive no indulgence from him. If the people 
should be called upon simply to give this mm- 
information, of their own free will, it was proba- |! 
| ble they might do so. But when it came upon 
| them in the form of a demand—when fines were || 
to be levied upon them if they did not teli bow they 
ot sick, how they died, and how they got cured— 
1f they would not tell all about their marriages, all |! 
about the birth of their children—and when they || 
were told that unless they answered all these | 
things, they would go to jai', the case assumed an 
entirely different aspect, Tuis was one objection 
to the bill—that the information sought fur in these 
particulars would be unreliable; it would not be | 
full and perfect. There was once a member here 
who refused to vole. ft was dttempted to make |} 
him vote. Did the attempt succeed? And was it 
less clear that the right existed to make that mem- 
ber vote, than to make a woman tell how old she 
was? Which was the clearest right? And if, in the | 
former case, there was a failure, how was it to be 
i expected that in the latter the attempt should be | 
successful? If the point was yielded in this || 
House, would gentlemen contend for it with a 
woman? These things were all odious. The in- 
| quisitorial officer was, of all others, and under every | 
Gnvernmeni, the most odious. It was a bore to be 
catechised by anybody—but for a family to be in- 
truded upon by a Government officer and asked a 
thousand questions was insufferable; and the 
county would resist it. le was this which made the 
Roman Empire odious—and it was this which 
would make this Government odious. And he had || 
made these remarks to show that information 
| thus collected would be unreliable, because it would i 
not contain the whole truth. 

Mr. CARTTER said he saw no particular pro- 
priety or impropriety in the introduction of the 
church staustics into the census bill: statistics re- || 
lating to the various denominations are periodi- |! 
cally ascertained and published by the religious i 
bodies themselves, and nothing can he added to 
the information already possessed by means of 
the census. As no information is to be derived 
that we do not already possess, the less the Gov- | 
ernment has to do with religion the better: with | 

i 
| 


this view lam not disposed to support this branch |; 
of the bill. Nor am I disposed to vote for any | 
question in the schedule that is unnecessary to |! 
elicit information or that would offend delicacy. | 
Lam compelled however, to differ from the gentle- | 
man from South Carolina, [Mr. Woopwarp,} in 

the assumption that an inquiry as to the name of | 


| appropriations affecting the Treasury. 


stantial. inquiries, .and-for 
its principal objects. 22° 2 

The tables embrace a-call’ for: inf 
substantial character. . A. proper dnswer.to,t 
will farnisl#™ knowledge necessary. toa 
derstanding of the rapidly-unfulding reson 
diverse interests of the country—informatio 
portant to. the citizens of, the nation in their daily 
business relations, and ‘indispensable tọ a correct. 
discharge of our duty as Representatives. of the 
people. ‘We enact no law that does not affect.the 
Interests of some portior. of the country; especially 
E itis ob- 
vious to every member here, that the correct dis- 
charge of legislative duty must’ depend upon à 
full understanding of these varied interests of. the 
country. 

The constitutional doubts which have been ex- 
pressed by several gentlemen as to the power of 


| Congress in providing a law for the enumeration 


of the inbabnants of the United States, to also 
provide for ascertaining its wealth, have preserted 
no difficulty to my mind. The course of argu- 
ment which they have found. it. necessary. to 
pursue in’ resisting the passage of this bill, ac» 
knowledges indirectly the power.” [tis acknowl-: 
eged by all, that if we were engaged in the work of 
creating a law by the: force of which direct taxes 
were to be imposed, it would be constitutional to 
inquire into the value of the property, and ‘the 
character of the interests to be taxed. In a word, 
the power to tax involved: the power, and en- 
joined the duty, of ascertaining and understanding 
the subject of taxation, ‘This argument, alchough 
designed to explain away the constitutional. power 
to call for statistical information. in this connec- 
tion, in my judgment, confirms it. If the power 
to levy direct taxes, imposts and excise duties— 
power expressly given in the Constitution—implies 


| the necessity and authority to inquire into’ the 


subject of tax, impost, and excise, the same reason 
and authority will justify the inquiry insubordi- 
nate to the legislative enforcement of indirect 
taxation through customs. ‘This Government is 
exercising the highest" power of sovereignty. in 
taxing and collecting from the industry of this 
country, or some other, annually, the sum of fiom 
thirty-five to forty-five millions of dollars. 1 am 
aware that there 1s a school of political econo- 
mists, who have endeavored to inculcate the doc- 
trine that this sum, the product of revenue and 
protective tmposis, IS not a tax upon the con- 
sumer, and does not reach the people.in the.form 
of taxation. “That it, is created out of ‘nothing, 
and felt nowhere. en an ert caer 

I am,not a disciple of this. fait € 
sum to be a tax, and a. tax. upon, the ‘const 
portion of our people, and especially: that por 
not engaged nr the fabrication of the merchandise 
protected by the economy of the tariff. If correct 
in this view of the subject, and | have no doubt 
the sentiment is the judgment of a majority of the 
House, we are exercising the power of taxation 


| every session of Congress; and as an incident to 


ns exercise, have the right and obligations of duty, 
to require that we should be informed of. the 
various Interests affected by tariff imposts, and 
their relations with each other. Sir, if there are 
reasons in the process of direct taxation for 


| ascertaining the condition of the interesis af- 


fected—a proposition conceded—there are double 
reasons for acquiring the same knowledge in the 
imposition of indirect taxation through a tariff. 
In the first instance, the tax payer is admonish d 
by a direct demand for money, that he is paying 
trioute to the Government, and that admonition is 
transferred from him to his representauve,..the 
result of which could not he otherwise than a 


i watchful guardianship over the public. treasure 
| and faithtul economy in its, disbursement. 
| latter case, the tax is drawn from the consumer 


In the 


aman, woman, or child is impertinent or impu- 
dent. A name is given toa person for the purpose n 
of entitling the person, and none are reluctant to | 
be recognized by it but those who have done some- || 
thing to disgrace it. But over the etiquette of the /} 
matter there can be no great difference of opinion. f 

| 

| 


There is no gentleman upon this floor who is dis- 
posed to insult his consutuents; and | apprehend 
these objections are taken, not because the matter 
in itself is objectionable, but with the view of de- i 
feating one of the objects of the bill. Whatevermay 
be my vote upon the immaterial details of the bill, 
l am willing and anxious to vote for allits sub- |] 


# 


insidiously and insensibly by way of meat, drink 


! and clothing, ddily, from the first day of January 


to the last day of December, morning, noon and 
night. The fund thus imperceptibly extracted is 
irresponsibly expended. ; . l 
There is a method of ascertaining tangibly where 
this taxation falls, and when ascertained, equaliz- 
ing its burdens. Ani important item in the process 
isa full disclosure of the various resources. and 
wealth of the Republic, which is the first step toa 
correct knowledge of the wants of the people rep- 
resenting these various interests. For instance, it 
isa part of the current business history of this 


NGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


April 29, 


THE CO 


“mation that the East is engaged chiefly in agricul- 
ture and commerce, the South and the West in 
‘agriculture. ` En the present mode of taxation their | 
interests conflict, and if each sectiqg says to the 
other, we will permit no disclosure of our resources 
wpon ‘such authority as the national legislature 

“shall direct or can rely, by what light are we to be 
governed? As statesmen legislating for a nation, 
the doctrine leaves us nothing but our instincts 

if it was followed out. 

The interests of the district which I have the 
honor to represent is a grand illustration of the 
‘necessity of the national legislature being informed 
òf the interests and demands of every section of 
the Union. “An irom convention at Pittsburg, 
sent to me, às I learn it.did to other members of 
this body, a memorial, that they must have an in- 
creased protection on iron, of ten or twenty per 
cent, One of the arguments for a protective tariff 
is, that it furnishes a domestic market and increases 
prices for agricultural staples. Wheat is the chief 
staple of my district, and itis worth more in the 
centre of the district on the Ohio canal than at Pitts- | 
burg. The result of the proposition of this conven- 
tion would be to tax the people of my region from 
five to ten thousand dollars a year, without any re- 
turn. Now, I should like to be informed as to 
these interests and their conflict without, being ad- 
vised of their extent and peculiarity. 

I was much surprised to hear from the gentle- Í 
man from South Carolina that this bil] was framed 
with the view to bring slavery into disgrace, es- 
pecially after hearing it advocated by distinguished 
s-uthern gentlemen in the other end of the Capi- 

“tol. And how it can have that effect, is a pro- 
found mystery tome. The census in the South 
will be taken by men of the South. The mar- 
“shals of the several States are charged with the 
duty of taking the census of their respective States; 
they appoint the deputies, those deputies sus- 
tain neighborhood relation to the fields of their 
duty, imbued with all the sympathies, and pos- 
sessed of all the prejudices peculiar to the insti- 
tution and interests of their locality—as far as 
their labor is connected with slavery and its effects, 
if there is any such thing, will draw the portrait 
as fairas facts will justify. If the peculiar insti- 
tution is injured by means of this census biil, it 
will be scandalized in the house of its friends. 
Sir, as far as I am informed there are no purposes | 
in-connection with this measure to justify the ap- | 
prebensions of the honorable member. If that 
institution or any other cannot endare the inves- 
igations proposed by this bill, it cannot justify auy; 
and permit me to say, that any man, measure, or 
institution, that will not bear proper public criti- 
cism, cannot survive upon,the face of this Repub- 
lic, nor for any considerable time upon this conti- 
nent. The schoolmaster is abroad, and things to 
be examined, must, in their turn, evidence the search 
of inquiry and the conclusions of reason. 

It is objected to the measure, that the facts ob- 
tained through it are not reliable. Why, sir, the 
subject is within the capacity of any person of |; 
common sense, and committed to the labor of} 
man, acting under all the obligations of oath and | 
official trust. They may not be literally correct, | 
but they will furnish a nearer approximation to 
truth, than can be produced in any other way or | 
by any other means. ji 

Mr. JOHN A. KING said he desired to sub- || 
mit a very few remarks to the committee. He | 
had heard with great surprise the opinions 
which had been expressed in the course of the 
débate upon this proposition. He said with sur 
prise, because, sitting in the House of the Rep- | 
resentatives of the people of the United States, he : 
could scarcely have imagined that this body could | 
have been called upon to take up the provisions of 
the Constitution in order to obtain lightand knowl- 
edge upon the subject before it. It was, therefore, 
with surprise that he had listened to the remarks 
made by the gentlemen on the other side of the | 
House, as well as those of the able and distin- 
guished gentleman (Mr. Srepuens] on this. What | 
was the provision of the Constitution under | 
which gentlemen asserted that the power to collect | 
this information was not given? It was that pro- | 
vision which declared that taxation and represent- | 
ation shoald go together. This was an early prin- i 

} 
i 


t 
i 


ciple—a jealous principle—not only in the Revo- | 
lution, but a principle which governed the Con-! 
federation of the States, and which had found its || 
way into the Constitution of the United States. 


j 


i 


|| appointed, and when a sufficient amount was not 


ja tax in 1815. 


| required for the support of the Government; but 
j that we should raise them upon the property, the 


| control the basis upon which this taxation was to 
ij be laid. 


i the inhabitants to be taken—if they had a right 
under their general powers of legislution—which 


| be apportioned from time to time, to their nam- | 
| bers? He could not conceive a legislative body 


| guide the minds of the le 


Taxation and representation were to go hand in 
hand. That was a peremptory principle, and it | 
was necessary that such a provision should be | 
peremptorily established. Rightly, therefore, had 
it been ingrafted in the Constitution, What was 
the consequence? Congress was to take an enu- j 
meration of that which was to be the basis of rep- | 
resentation and the basis of taxation—all the free 
white men and three-fifths of all others. That was 
the principle which lay at. the foundation of taxa- 
tion and representation. How was this to be as- 
certained from time totime? Only by the power, 
peremptorily given, that a census, or enumera- 
tion should be taken from time to time. The 
provision was not to be got rid of. Congress 
was bound every ten years to take an enu- 
meration so as to establish the ratio of repre- 
sentation as wellas taxation, if a resort to taxation 
should be deemed necessary. In giving the ratio 
of representation, only a part of the principle was 
carried into effect. How was a guide to be ob- | 
tained to the number of dollars to be assessed upon | 
each State, if we had no account of the prop- 
erty on which it was to be based? And during 
the war of 1812 and 1813, when a tax was to be 
levied, not only the ratio was fixed, but it was 
declared that property in lands, houses, and slaves 
should bear taxes. Assessors and collectors were 


yielded, it was then required that personal prop- 
erty should also be taxed. He had himself paid 
He had paid a property tax; 
he had paid a tax on his watch; he had paid 
a tax on his furniture. Ie knew, therefore, what 
the principles of taxation at that time were, And 
how that taxation was assessed; and it was 
only upon the principles ingrafted upon this bill 
that, should occasion arise, the proper results could 
be arrived at. Who could tell how soon that oc- 
casion might arise? Peaceful as we were in all 
our pursuits, occupations, and habits, we were 
sull a warlike people; we had our wars of con- 
quest or defence.. No man could tell what might 
happen in ten years from this time. If we were | 
to remain at peace, and not to be subjected to direct 
taxation, we should support the Government 
through the custom-houses (which, though not 
in the opinion of some gentlemen the best mode, 
was yet that most suited to the character and dis- 
position of our people) until the representatives of 
the people should by their votes here declare that 
our custom-houses should not give us the taxes 


slaves, and the freemen of the country; and the 
Government ought at all times to have within its 


Now, if Congress had a right, as he deemed 
they had, independently of that provision of the 
Constitution which required an enumeration of 


(because it was not inhibited) he thought they | 
had, to collect accurate knowledge relative to the 


gently, correctly, upon the great subject of the 
tariff, which affected the labor, the resources, the 
industry of the country, if they had not before 
them the statistics which constituted the founda- 
tion of that knowledge? How were they, as 
legislators, to act intelligently without it? “Was 
there any constitutional inhibition to the receiving 
that light, that knowledge and information? Was | 
that inhibition to be found in the peremptory pro- 
vision of the Constitution requiring the citizens 
and the slaves of the country to be enumerated, in 
order that representation and direct taxation might 


i 
i 


i 
| 


sitting anywhere where the principles by which 
they were to be governed were so clear, so abun- 


through the power of Congress—this aceurate, | 
fall, reliable knowled 
knowledge which was not necessary alone to 
1 : gislators of the country, 
but which every intelligent citizen in the land | 
looked to with avidity, with earnest desire, in | 
order that he might have, as he ought to have, all | 
the knowledge and information connected with | 
the resources, the industry, the wealth and pros- | 


property, the productions, and the resources of || 
the country, should they not obtain such informa- |; 
ition? How were men to act advisedly, intelli- 


| 
1 
i 


| by the gentleman from Delaware, [ 


perity of the country. If there was a people in 
the world who required that knowledge, it was 
the American people. Wasit notthe course of 
other Governments all over the world, notonly for 
their own information, but for the information of 
others who desire it, to collect such information rel- 
ative to. themselves? and was it not by them ac- 
quired, published, distributed to the world? Why 
did we desire to see the statistics of the population, 
wealth, productions, and resources of England, 
France, and all the other countries of Europe and 
of the world with which we had relations of amity 
and of commerce? Was it not right and proper, 
if we received these lights from them, that we 
should furnish them the same information relative 
to our own country? 

Whatever constitutional objections might be 
raised in certain quarters of this House, he main- 
tained that it was the right and the duty of Con- 
gress to ask, to demand—in a proper and courteous 
manner, he admitted—from the citizens in all sec- 
tions of the country, all that knowledge which 
they thought proper to collect, all that light which 
in their opinion, would tend to.wise, safe, and 
| patriotic legislation. 

Mr. K. having concluded— 

Mr. SIBLEY obtained the floor, and yielded at 
the request of 

Mr. WOODWARD, who inquired of the gentle- 
man from New York who had just taken his seat, 
{Mr.Kive,] with what reason from the power given 
in the Constitution to levy direct taxes, he could in- 
fer the power to go out into the country and assess 
the property, when the framers of the Constitution 
had not left the power to take an enumeration of 
the inhabitants to be inferred from the power to 
apportion taxation according to their numbers? 

Mr. J. A. KING, (Mr. Sise further yielding) 
| said, he did not infer the right to take a census of 
the property and productions of the country from 

the power to take an enumeration of the inhabit- 
i ants, but deduced it from the general legislative 
power to Congress and the specific power to lay 
direct taxes—from these sources he inferred the 
power to ascertain all that belonged to the re- 
sources, the wealth, and prosperity of the country. 

Mr. WOODWARD replied that the gentleman 
made the power which was not an express power 
in the one case ten times greater than the express 
power itself in the other case. The power with 
respect to the inhabitants was an express power 
to enumerate them, and nothing more; with re- 
spect to property there was no express authority 
for taking a census, and yet the gentleman inferred 
a power which extended to an assessment of the 
property, resources, wealth, and productions of 
the country. 

Mr. SIBLEY obtained the floor, and moved that 
the committee rise, 

The motion having been agreed to, the com- 
| mittee rose and reported progress. 


FRANKLIN EXPEDITION, 


Mr. JONES rose and was reco 
Chair. 

Mr. HOUSTON rising at the same moment, 
said, he rose to a privileged question, and he 
moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. JONES claimed the floor, which, he said, 


gnized by the 


| he had not yielded to the gentleman from Dela- 
ware, 


[Mr. Houston. 
The SPEAKER said, the Chair had understood 
the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,| as 


| yielding the floor. 


Mr. JONES said, he had not yielded. He had 
risen to the same sort of motion as that announced 
Mr. Houston, ] 


| viousl 
; | another process other than the one by which the 
dant, so advantageous to the whole nation as that | 


| so far as concerned it, being a privileged question. 
| He wished to move a reconsideration of the vote 
| by which the House had, on Friday last, sus- 
tained a decision of the Chair, bringing before 
the House a joint resolution, which hag pre- 
y passed from under its consideration, by 


reconsidera’ion had been proposed. “He did not 


À i; ask that the motion to reconsider should be acted 
ge should be acquired— 


i 


; upon at this time, but he desired that it should be 
entered on the Journal. 

[The joint resolution was that which related to 
| the ce expedition. See Friday’s proceed- 
i ings. 

The SPEAKER. In the opinion of the Chair, 
a motion to reconsider that vote is not in order. 

Mr. JONES. The rule of the House secures 


1 


1850. 


` 
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toa member the right to’ make the motion to re- | 
considerpn the day on which the action which it 


is proposed to reconsider may have been taken, || 


or on the succeeding legislative day. I do not 
raise the question that a reconsideration of the 
vote will bring that joint resolution back before the 
House, but I desire that this motion should pre- 
vail in order that the Chair and the House may be 
relieved from the awkward, not to say ridiculous, 
position in which that decision placed them. 

The SPEAKER (in reply to a remark on the 
Jeft of: the Chair) expressed his desire that the 
question should be disposed of. 

Mr. HOUSTON rose to a question of order. 
He submitted whether it was competent for a gen- 
tleman, on an appeal from the decision of the | 
Chair, to raise a question of reconsideration? In 
other words, did the motion to reconsider apply 
toa vote of the Houseon an appeal ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it does, 
but rules out of order the motion to reconsider, 
upon entirely different ground. The rule which 
has been referred to by the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, (Mr. Jongs,] that it is in order to move a 
reconsideration on the day on which the voie was 
taken, or on the succeeding day, is familiar to the 
Chair. But the motion now made to reconsider is 
ruled out of order, because it is not in order to 
move a reconsideration of any measure after sub- 
sequent action has been had by the House, which 
renders it impossible for the House to reverse that 
action. In the present case, subsequent action 
has been had; for the joint resolutjon which was 
brought before the House under the operation of 
the decision referred to, was engrossed and passed, 
and a motion to reconsider made and disposed of. 
So that, if now the decision of the Chair should 
be reconsidered, no effect could result. In the 
opinion of the Chair, therefore, the motion to re- 
consider the vote on the appeal is out of order, and 
cannot be entertained. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, rose to make a 
remark. 

| The SPEAKER (addressing Mr. Jones) in- 
quired whether the gentleman from Tennessee ap- 
pealed from the decision of the Chair? 

Mr. JONES said he did appeal. 

Mr. McLANE said, that befure the gentleman 
submitted his appeal, he (Mr. McL.) would like 
to make one inquiry-—— 

Mr. JONES (interposing) inquired of the Speak- 
er, whether the appeal was debatable? 

The SPEAKER. In the opinion of the Chair, 
the appeal is debatable. 

Mr. JONES (who held the floor) said he would 

ield to the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. Mce- 

Ane] for explanation or inquiry. 

Mr. McLANE said, that in connection with the 
decision which had been announced, he would re- 
quest the Chair to state whether the motion to re- 
consider was in order after the joint resoiution 
had been sent to the Senate? i 

Mr. JONES. I understand that, and I said at 
the outset of my remarks that 1 did not make the 
motion to reconsider for the purpose of bringing 
back to this Flouse the joint resolution which was 
passed on Friday. The motion cannot, in my 
opinion, have that effect any more than a recon- 
sideration of the vote refusing to lay the resolution 
on the table on Friday last would upon that occa- 


Also, the petition of John H. Pray and 71 other citizens of 
Chautauque, New York, praying that slavery avd the slave- 
trade may be expressly prohibited by an act of Congress in 
all the territories of the United States. 

Also, We petition of Join Robinson and 72 other citizens 
of Chautauque, New York, prayivug Congress that no State 
be hereatygr admitted into the Union unless the constitution 
of such State shall expressly prohibits the existence of sla- 
very within its limits. 

Also, the petition of David Cowden, of Chautauque, New 
York, praying Coogress to grant him a pension for injuries 
received wine in the service of bis country in the late war 
with Great Britain. 

Also, eight petitions, containing the names of 500 citizens 
of Chautauque, New York, praying Congress to grant an 
appropriation for the improvement of Portland harbor, on 
Lake Erie. ' 

Also, the petition of Charles H, Lee and 45 other citizens 
of Chautauque, New York, praying Congress to pass a law 
allowing American-built vessels, that have by any means 
become the property of foreigners to be registered in this 
gountry as American vessels upon their again becoming the 
property of American citizens. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of citizens of 
Newport, Lake county, Hlinvis, prayiug that fugitive slaves 
may have the right of tjai by jury. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Newport, Lake county, 
Nhinois, praying that no State may hereafter be admitted into 
the Union, unless slavery is probibited by its constitution. 

Also, whe petition of the citizens of Newport, Lake 
county, Illinois, praying that slavery and the Slave trade 
may be prohibited ia all the territories of the United States. 

Also, tbe petition of citizens of Newport, Lake county, 
Ulinois, praying for the repeal of all laws sanctioning slavery 
in the D strict of Columbia, and in the event of non-repeal, 
the removal of the seat of Government. 

By Mr. HEBARD: The petition of Z. S. Spear and 15 
others, asking for a uniform rate of postage oF two cents 
per half ounce, on letters prepaid. 

By Mr. BORROWS: The petition of Stephen Howard, 
of Clarendon, Orleans county, New York, praying for a 
grant of land, in consideration of services rendered by his 
fa her, Jonathan Howard, in tbe revolutionary war. 

By Mr. ROSS: The petition of 124 citizens of Lehigh 
county, Pennsylvania, praying that the duties on foreign iron 
may be so moditied as to prevent sudden and enormous im- 
poris of the foreign article, 

By Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee: The petition of Val- 
entine Sevier, of Green county, ‘Tennessee, praying Con- 
gress togrant the said Valentine and his brother Chartes Se- 
vier, compensation for the services of their father, Captain 
Robert Sevier, in the revolutionary struggle for indepen- 

ence. 

By Mr. JULIAN: The petition of 37 citizens of Henry 
county, Indiana, praying Congress to provide a trial by jury 
for persons claimed as fugitive slaves. 

Also, the petition of 46 citizens of ne same county, pray- 
ing Congress to refuse the admission of any more slave 
States. 

Also, the petition of 34 citizens of the same county, pray- 
ing the abolition of all laws by which slavery or the shave 
trade is authorized in the District of Columbia, 

Also, the petition of 57 citizens of the same county, pray- 
ing the establishment and protection of freedom in ali the 
territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of 288 citizens of Union county, In- 
diana, praying Congress to protect and establish freedom in 
al the territories of the United States, and to refuse the ad- 
mission of any more slave States. 

Also, the petition of 70 citizens of Indiana, with a like 

rayer. 
p By Mr. HENRY: The petition of Join H. Campbell and 
52 others, citizens of Rockingham, Windbain county, Ver- 
mont, praying that slavery and the slave trade may be ex- 
pressty prohibited by act of Congress, in all the territories 
of the United States. 

Also, the petition of same and 65 others, citizens of same 
place, praying that no State be hereafter adinitted into the 
Union, unless the constitution of such State shall expressly 
prohibit the existence of slavery therein. 

Also, the petition of same and 63 otbers, of same place, 
praying tbat any person arrested as a fugitive slave, iu any 
State other tban that in which be is alleged to be held to 
service, shall not. be delivered to the claimant or his agent, 
except on the finding of a jury that he is the slave of the 
claimant. . 

Also, the petition of the same and 62 others, praying that 
all laws sanctioning slavery and the slave trade in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia be repealed; or that the seat of Govern- 


sion have had the effect to bring 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, interposed 
and suggested that, as some consideration of the 
question would be necessary, it would be better 
that the House should adjourn, and that the ques- 
tion should be disposed of to-morrow morning. 

A motion to that effect having been made and 
decided in the affirmative— 

The House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ke. 

THe following petitions, memorials, &c., were | 

presented under the rule, and referred to the appro- 
priate committees: 


By Mr. RISLEY: The petition of Abner Lewis and 72 
other citizens of Chautauque, New York, praying Congress 


to repeal all laws enacted or adopted by Congress by which ij 
li in all the territories of the United States. 


slavery or the slave trade is authorized or sanctioned in the 
city of Washington or the District of Columbia. 


Also, the petition of John Steward and 75 others, citizens i 


of Chautauque, New York, praying Congress to make pro- 
vision by law, that whenever a person shall, be arrested as 
a fugitive slave in any State other than that in which he is 
alleged to be held to service, he shail not be delivered to: 
the claimant, or his agent, except on the finding of a jury | 
that he is the slave of the claimant. 


i 


ment be removed to a more suitable location. 

By Mr. WILMOT: The petition of 65 citizens of War- 
ren county, Pennsylvania, praying that slavery and the 
slave trade may be prohibited in the territories of the Union. 

‘Also, the petition of same, against the admission of any 
more slave States into the Union. 

Also, the petition of same, praying for the repeal of all 
laws sustaining slavery in the District of Columbia. 

Also, tbe petition of same, praying that the right of trial 
by jury be secured to those claimed as fugitives from labor. 

By Mr. PHELPS: The petition of John H. Blue and 121 
. others, citizens of Chariton and Saline counties, Missouri, 
praying fora post-route from Brunswick to Miami. . 

Also, the petition of George R. Smith, praying for relief. 

Also, the petition of Mary Reeside, executrix of James 
! Reeside, deceased, praying for relief. 

i”. By Mr. DUER: The petition of citizens of Albion, New 
York, that no more siavehoiding States be admitied into the 
Union. 

Aiso, two petitions of the same, that slavery and the 

slave trade may be expressly prohibited by act of Congress 


Also, two petitions of the same, that slavery and the 
slave trade be abolished in the District. of Cotumbiaf 

Alsé, two petitions of the same, for a trial by jury to per- 
} sous arrested as fugitive slaves. 
| By Mr. KING. of Massachusetts: The petition of. Parker. 
| Burnham, jr., and 164 others, voters of Essex, Massachn- 
setts, for the establishment of buoys and a beacon at the 
mouth of Essex river. 


: 


Also, the petition of Jobn.S 
for the bounty du¢.on the schooner Vo 

By Mr. JACKSON, of Georgia 
gislature of Georgia, looking’ 10 th 
ouies, as foliggs : Sa eS eg 

From. Waresborough, in Ware. county, to,Centr 
in Camden county. sta 

From Waresborough to Blount’s Ferry, in Floridas. >. 

From Centre village, by Woodstock Mills, to Bt- Mary's. 

From Monticella; Florida, tò Thomasville, ia Thomas 
county, Georgia. $ RR, E 

From Eden, Efinghanr county, tò the house of James 
Hagin, in Bullock county i pee 

From: Lith Sration on Central Railroad’ to the 55th Pre- 
cinct, in Bimaunel county. ee TEE : 

From Dublin, in Laurens county, to 
Telfair county. 

From 13th Station on Central Railroad to 
Washington county. ; 

Also, a petition for a mail-route from Blount’s ‘Ferry, 
Florida, to Polk, in Clinch county, Georgia. a ; 

Also. a petition for a wnail-route trom Jasper post office, 
in Florida, to Alapaha post office, in Lowndes county, 
Georgia. 

By Mr. CALVIN: The petition of B, F. Glasgow and 40 
others, praying the establishment of a mail-route from Mitt 
Creek, Huntingdon county, to Pattonville.in Bedford county, 
Pennsylvania. i $ i 

Also, the petition of H. N. MeGaliser and James T. Hall, 
and 14 others, citizens of Center county, Penusylvania, 
praying for cheap postage. + t 

Also, the petion of Robert Campbell and 59.others, of 
Center county, Peunsylvania, praying tor a mouification-of 
the tariff of 1846. i H 

Also, the petition of D. H. Rayer and 46 others, of. Blair 
county, praying for a modification of the tariff of 1846, : 

By Mr. DOTY : The petition of Kandali Wileox, A. M. 
Johnson, and others, Jor a grant of land tor the construction 
of a road from Green Bay to St. Paul, in. Minnesota Terri- 
tory. : 

Also, the petition of Lindsey Ward, Alanson Sweet, 
George D. Dousman, and other citizens, of Milwaukee, for 
the passage of a law allowing American-built versely, which 
may have become the property of foreigners, to be again 
gistered in this country on their becoming the property 
again of American citizens. 

By Mr. HOUSTON: The memorial of John W. Walker, 
“praying for authority to consvuct a floating dock at the 
@Delaware breakwater. 

By Mr. WALDO: The petition of J. N. Stickney and 40 
other electors of the town of Vernon, Connecticut, against 
the admission of any State inio the Union whose consti- 
tution doe- not expressly prohibit slavery. j 

By Mr. BEALE: The petition of many eitizeng,of Harri- 
son county, Virginia, praying the establishment of an Agri- 
cultural bureau. : Se $ 

Also, the petition of Jacob Carder, for a pension. A 

Also, the petition of William C. Duseuberry and others, 
for the-establishment of a post-route from Barboursville to 
Bloomindale, ali in the county of Cabell, Virginia. 


Jacksonville, in 


Sandersville, in 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, April 29, 1850. 


Mr. DOWNS presented a petition. from: : the 
heirs of Josiah Davenport, asking the confirmation 
of their land ‘tides; also,-a petition from John: B: 
Eddins, to the like effect, both of which: were re- 
ferred to the Committee On Private Land Claims. 

Mr. RUSK presented the memorial of Isaac T. 
Tinsley, in rélation to certain bonds held by him of 
the late Republic of Texas, asking that an act may 
be passed authorizing him to bring suit against the 
Government of the United States to establish the 
validity of his claim against the said Government, 
and, if he succeed, to recover the amount of his 
said debt, with interest; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, additional documents in relation to the 
claim of Wycke and Latham to compensation ‘for 
extra services in transporting the mail; which was 
referred to the Committee on. the Post Office and 
Post Roads. i 

Mr. STURGEON presented eight petitions from 
citizens of different parts of Pennsylvania, asking 
a reduction of the rates of postage to two cents on. 
all prepaid letters not exceeding half an ounce; all, 
of which were referred to the Committee ‘on the: 
Post Office and Post Roads. poop ore ee” 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, preserited a peti- 
tion of citizens of the State. of Wisconsin, asking 
the establishment of a mail-route from Monroe to 
Jefferson, in this State; which was referred to the. 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. BRIGHT presented a memorial of Thomas 
J. Godman, asking. an extension of his patent for 
an improvement in the method of scalding hogs; 
which was referred to the Committee on Patents 
and the Patent Office. ` 

Mr. BENTON presented the memorial of J. 
Eppes Cowan, legal representative of the heirs of 
Benito Vasquez, asking permission to locate a con- 
firmed Spanish land claim; which was referred to 
the Committee on Publie Lands. 

- Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, presented the pe- 
‘tition of Charles A. Grignon, asking compensation 
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for his ‘services. asvan Indian interpreter; which 
was referred to the Committee ons Indian Affairs. 

Mr: YOLEE presented the petition of Coombs 
Greenwell, asking compensation forgan injury re- 
ceived while in the performance-of his duty as a 
machinist at the Navy Yard at Washington; which 
was referred to the Committee of Claims. | 

Also, documents relating to the expediency of 
erécting a light-hotse at Sea-Horse Key, on the 
coast of Fliridas which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, 

On motion by Mr. DOWNS, 

Ordered, That Joseph Walker have leave to withdraw his 
petition and papers, 

Mr, BRADBURY submitted documents: rela- 
ting to the claims of the States of Maine and Mas- | 
sachusets to compensation for the lands conveyed 
by those Staves to the seylers at Madawaska, to 
enable the United States to execute the 4th article 
of the treaty of August 9, 1842, with the Govern- 
ment of Great Britain. 

The section of the treaty of Washington under 
which the case arose, the honorable gentleman 
read as follows: 

Mil grants of land hertofore made by either party, with- 
in the Hums of the territory which, by this treaty, falls with- 
inthe dominions of the oiher party, shall be held valid, 
ratified. and confirmed to the persons in possession under 
suck erants, to the same extent as if such territory bad by 
this treaty fallen within the dominions of the piriy by whom | 
sneh grants were made 3 and atl equitable. pos essory claims 
arising from a possession and improvement of any totor 
parcel of land by the person actually iu p ssessinn, or by | 
those under wham ‘sue person elais, for more than six 
years before the. date of this treaty, shall, in like manner, be 
denied valid, art be contirmed and granted by a release Lo 
the person emitted thereto, if the rive to such fot or parcel 
of land, a. described as best toinelude the improvements 
made thereon; and in atl other respects, the two contract- 
iny partiesagree to deal npou the most liberal principles of 
equity with the setders actuaily dwelling upon the territory 
falling to theim respeetively, which bas heretorore been in” 
dispute between them,” > 

The. documents were referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. DOWNS, from the Committee on the Ju- | 
diciary, to which was referred the memorial of i 
Elizabeth L. Blackburn, relict of the late Felix G. 
B 'sworth, a paymaster in the United States army, 
asking to be relieved from a certain judgment ren- 

ered against her as one of his sureties, submitted 
a report, which was ordered to be printed, accom- | 
panied by ca bill for the relief of Elizabeth L, 
Blackburn 

reading: 
Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on the 
Publie Lands, to which was referred the petition 
of Mark Bean and others, asking to be allowed | 
indemnity for certain losses sustained by them in 
their removal under the 3 article of the treaty 
with the Cherokees of the 6th of May, 1828, sub- 
mitted a report, accompanied by a bill for the relief | 
of Mark Bean and Richard F. Bean, of Arkansas; | 
which was read and passed to a second reading. 


THE PUBLIC PRINTING. 


Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- | 


tion, which Hes over one day under the rnle: 
Ressteed, Thatin all eases in which the printers tu the |! 
Benate for the pre ent Congress: have failed, or shah here- Í 
after fail, to ex cute auy printing tor the Senate in due time | 
and in proper order, accord ny to their contract, then, and in 
every sued case, past or future, itshail be the duty of the |! 


3 which was read and passed to a second | 


it will hardly be necessary to refer that resolution. 
If it be agreeable to the Senate, Í would like to 
have it acted upon at once. I may state that the 
Committee on Naval Affairs have had this matter 
under their consideration, and at their jast meet- 
ing determined to report a resolution to the Senate 
to-day similar to the one which has been sent 
from the House of Representatives. 1 hope, 
therefore, that the Senate will unanimously con- 
sent to the consideration of this resolution at the 
present time, 7 

Mr. BRIGHT. It is true that the Committee 
on Naval Affairs have had this subject under their 
charge; but ł believe that they have been unable 
toagree. To carry into effect this resolution will 
involve the expenditure of a considerable sum of 
money, and that too in pursuit of an object which 
is not national in its character; not national, at 
any rate, so faras this Government is concerned. 
{doubt very much the propriety of passing this 
resolution at all—especially £ doubt the propriety 
of passing it now, I 
measure, and L do think it would be better that it 
should be committed; or, at all events, thal we 
should havea fuller Senate before it is acted upon, 
{ move, therefore, that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. MILLER. I do not know whether the 
Senator was present at the last meeting of the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, but it was then de- 
cided to report a resolution to-day similar to the 
one which has just been read. I therefore see no 
necessity for sending it back to the committee un- 
less the Senator anxiously wishes it. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I have no very particular anx- 
iety about it. | was notaware that the committee 
had come to any conclusion on the matter. If that 
is so, it is all proper. At the time that I refer lo, 
the committee were unable to agree. I will not, 
therefore, insist upon giving that direction to this 
resolution; but I object to its being considered here 
until more Senators are present. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion to re- 
fer is withdrawn There being no objection, this 
resolution will now have its second reading, 

The resolution was then read a second ume, and, 
on motion of Mr. Brian, it was laid upon the 
table. 


INDIAN TREATIES. 

Mr. ATCHISON moved to postpone the prior 
orders, with a view to take up bill No. 157 on the 
calendar, to enable the President to negotiate with 
| the Indians of the prairies south and west of the 
| Missouri river to the northern line of the State of 
Texas, embracing the Indians of the mountains, 
and including those of New Mexico. 

The motion having been agreed to, the bill was 
considered asin Committee of the Whole; and no 
amendment having been offered, it was ordered to 
be engrossed tur a third reading, and, after having 
been engrossed, was read a third time by unani- 
mous consent, and passed. 


ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD. 
Mr. DOUGLAS moved that the Senate take up 
bill No, 22, granting the right of way and making 
a donation of land to the Siate of Hlinois in aid of 


the construction of the Central Railroad; which 
motion was agreed to. 


Seeretary of the Senate to procure such printing to he done 
immediately by some other printer or printers, and to allow | 
such printer or primers the prices allowed by the resolution | 
of 1819, with a d duction of twenty per centam on saeh i! 
prices, and to require the work to be done by other printer 4 

t 

i 


OF printers, tobe exeeuted in the same style of workmanship į 
and material whieh is required by the contrace with the | 
present printers to the Senate. 

HOUSE BILLS. 

The following hills from the House of 
sentatives were read a firstand second time by their 
titles, and referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads: 

An act for the relief of James S. Graham and 
Water H. Finnall; 

An act for the relief of Brown & Tarbox. 


Repre- 


THE SIR JOHN FRANKLIN EXPEDITION. i 


The joint resolation of the House of Represent- 
atives authorizing the President of the United 
Stites to accept and attach to the navy two ves- | 
sels offered by Henry Grinnell, Esq., of New | 

ork, to he sent to the Arctic seas in search of 


Sir John Franklin and his companions, was read i 
+ a first time by its tide, 


Mr. MILLER. I think, Mr. President, that 


j lands by their deseri 


The bill was read a second time, as follows: 


A BILL granting the right of way, and making a donation 
Of laud to the State ot iNinois, in aid of the construction 
of the Ceutral Railroad. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives o 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, hat 
the right of way throngh the public lants oe and the same 
hereb 


is 
granted to the State of Mlinois tor the construction of 
{from the southern terminus of the Hinois and 
n canai to a point ator near the junction of the Onio 
and Mis-issippi rivers, with a branch of the same to Uri- 
| cago, on Lake Michigan; with the right also to take neces- 
| sary materials ot earul, stones, timber, &c., for the eoustiuc- 
| tow thereof: Provided, That the right of way shall not ex- 
ceed one hundred feet on each side of the length thereors 
and a copy of the survey ot said road and braneh, made 
under the dire-tion of the Legisia ure, shail be forwarded to 
| the proper local Lind offices Fespecuvely, aud tothe General 
Lind Oitice at Washington city, within ninety days after the 
| Cotupletion of the same. 
i S c.2. And he it further enzcted, Tiat a quantity of land, 
| equal to alternate sections six miles wide on each side of 
said road and branch. for the length thereof, is hereby 
granted to the State of Ihinois, lo he applied, under the di- 
į rection of the Legi. ature, in the construction of the same; 
said State shail select and report said 
i € ptive numbers to the proper local land 
offices respectively, and to the General Land Office at 
Washington city, according to and within si í 
the completion of said Surveys: Provided, The construction 
of said road shcll be commenced at its southern terminus 


aud the Governor of 


l am myself opposed to the | 


further, Th 


f not exceed one hundred feet on each side of 


at or near the junction of the Ohio and Mississippi rivera, 
and its northern terminus upon the Hlinois ang Michisan 
canal simultaneously, and continaed fom each of said points 
until completed, when said branch road shall be constructed 
according to the survey and locawon the reof: Proviled, 
atthe lands h reby granted shall be applied in 
the constraclion ofsaid road and branch respecuvely, in 
quantities corresponding with the grant for each, and shall 
be disposed of only as the work progresses, and shall be 
applied to no other purpose wh tsoever. 

See. 3. And be it further enacted, That the United Statea 
shall have the right to transport their troops and munitions 
of war over said road and branch free of all charges 3 and 
their mails shall be transported over the same tor the usual 
compensation paid for like railroad service : Provided, That 
the right of way and lands remaining undisposed of, hereby 
granted, shall revert to the United States, unless said road 
shall be commenced within two and finished within ten 
years from the passage of this act. 


The bill was then considered as in Committee 
of the Whole, the pending question being on the 
following substitute reported from the Committee 
on Public Lands: 


Strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert the 
fol owing: 

That the right of way through the public lands be and the 
same is hereby granted to the State of Hiinois for the con- 
struction of a railroad from the southern terminus of the 
Jilivois aud Michigan canal toa point ator near the june- 
tion of the Onio and Mis: ippi rivers, with a branch +f the 
same to Chicago, on Lake Mic! igin, and another to the 
town of Galena, in said State, wite we right also to take 
necessary inaterials of earth, stones, tunber, &e., for the 
Construction thereof: Provided, That the right of way sbalil 
the lengh 
thereot, and a opy of the survey of said road and branches 
made under the direction of the Legistamre, shall be for- 
warded to the proper local land ofiera respectiv ly, and to 
the General Land Offic «at Washington city, within ninety 
days a ter the completion of the same. 

See.2. And be it further enucted, That there he and is 
hereby granted to tne State of IHinois, for the purpose of 
aiding in making the railroad and branches aforesa d, every 
Alternate section of Jand desgudted by even numbers, for 
six sections in width on each side of sa d read and branch- 
es; b tin case it shall appear that the United States have, 
when the line or route of said road and branches is defiluiiely 
fixed by the authoriiy aforesaid, sold any part ol any section 
here by granted, or that the rightof pre&inption has attached 
to the same, then it shall be lawful tor any agent or agents 
to be appointed by the Governor of said State, lo select, 
subject to the approbation of the Secretary of che Interior, 
for the purpose atoresaid, of the lands remaining to the 
Dnited States in said secttous, one-half thereof ju atternate 
parts, so far as may be practicable. And said agent or 
agent: may, subject to the approval aforesaid, select from 
the lands of the United States most contiguous to the tier of 
sections above specified, so much land in alternate sections 
or parts of sections as shail be equal to sneb lands as the 
United States havi: sold, or to which the right of pr émption 
has attached as aforesaid, which lands, being equal in quan- 
tity to one-half of six -ections in width ou exch side of said 
road and branches, the State of Ulinois shall have and hotd 
toand for the use and purpose atoresaid : Proviled, The 
consirnetion of said road shall be commenced at its soulh= 
ern terminus, at or near the junction of he Osio and Mis- 
sissippi siv rs, and its northern terminus upon the Mlinois 
and Michigan canal sbuultaneousty, and eon inued from 
each of said points until completed, When said branch roids 
shaH be construeted according to the survey and location 
Uereots Provided further, That the lands here by granted 
shall be applied in the construction œ said road and branch- 
es respectively, in quantit es corresp nding with the grant 
for each, and shalt be disposed of only as the work pro- 
aud shall be applied to no other purpose whatsoever. 

Sre.3. And he it further enucted, That the sections and 
parts of sections of Jand which, by sueb grant, shall remain 
to the United States, within six miles ou each side of said 
road and branches, shall not be sold for less than double the 
minimum price of the public lands when sold, 

See. 4. And heit further enacted, That the said lands 
hereby granted to the said State shall be subjeet to the dis- 
posat of the Legislarure thereof, for the purposes aforesaid 
and no other ; and the said railroad and branches shall be and 
remain a public highway, for the use of the Government of 


the United States, free from toll or other charge, upon the 
sete ton of any property or tioops of the United 
tates. 

See, 5. And be it further enacted, That if the said railroad 
shall not be completed within years, We said State of 
Hlivois shall be baund to pay to the United states the 
amount which may be received upon the sale of any part of 
said lands by said State, the tile to the purchasers under 

and the title io the residue of 


said State remaining valid ; 
said ands shall reinvest in the United States, to have and 
hold the same in the same manner as if this act had not 
been pas: 
Sec. 6. And he it further enacted, That the United States 
mailshall at all times be iransported on said railroad, under 
the direction of the Post Office Department, at a reasonable 
prices; and in case of a disagreement between the State and 
the Post Offiee Department, the matter in diff, rence Mi be 
reerd to the United States district judge for the districtof 
Hinois. 


Mr. BUTLER. Ido not rise with any expect- 
ation that my epposition to this bill will be avail- 
able; Fut 1 wish to inquire of the honorable Sena- 
tor from Illinois how many such bills, or bills 
similar to the one under consideration, have been 
presented to the committee? I hear of many bills 
of a similar character, and | presume the gentle- 


man can give me the information as to the num- 
ber of bills of this kind. £ 
Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, 


Tam really 
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unable to answer the question of the honorable 
Senator as to the number of bills of this kind. 1 
haye introduced one other, not relating to my own 
State, bui to the Territory of Minnesota, and that 
is the oniy one of this character of which | know 
anything. There have been several bills intro- 
duced at different times; this bill was introduced 
two years ago, and argued at length here in the 
Senate. The Senate.amended it by putting on a 
cross-road, to cross the State in another direction, 
and making the road nearly double its length. 
This bill has once passed the Senate by a vote of 
thirty-four to eleven; bat it failed in the other 
house, on the last night of the last session, by 
one or two votes only. I have now renewed the 
bill, with a proposition for one road, as tt was 
originally, from the north to the south, granting 
alternate sections of land, and doubling the price 
of the other alternate sections. { do not wish to 
putany additions ‘to it; for 1 do not wish to ask 
for butone road, and the proposition is ¢0 raise 
the price of th: alternate sections not granted to 
the State; so that the treasury will luse nothing 
by the grant. 1 do not deem it necessary to argue 
this question, as it was most fully argued two 
years azo, and was passed after full debate. 

Mr. DAWSON, 1 should like to be informed, 
as it is the first bill of the kind that has come up 
during my term of congressional service, what 
number of miles in length this road is to be, and 
the number of acres of land which it is coniem- 
plated to appropriate by this bill, in order that 1 
may act understandingly on the subject. I can- 
not but consider it equivalent to an appropriation 
of the public money for purposes of internal im- 


3 PE | 
provement, for the benefit of a State; and hence it 


isin my judgment, entering upon an important 
question, which I desire thoroughly to understand 
before | commit myself for or against the meas- 
ure. The amendment! have not seen, and have 
only heard it read at the desk this morning. At 
a proper time, when this subject shall come up 
fora final vote, 1 may desire to be heard more 
fully upon it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. LT willstate that the road is 
the entire length of the State from north to south, 
from Cairo to Galena, which is not far from four 
hundred miles, though rather under, I thinke ‘The 
bil; proposes to grant the land- in alternate sections, 
increasing the price of the other sections to double 
the minimum price. lt is following the same sys- 
tem that was adopted in reference to improvements 
of a similar character in Ohio, Indiana, Alabama, 
Iowa, Wisconsin, and Illinois in reference to her 
canal. itis simply carrying outa principle which 
has been acted upon for thirty years, by which 
you cede each alternate section of land, and double 
the price of the alternate sections not ceded, so 
that the same price is received for the whole. 
These lands have been in the market from fitteen 
to thirty years; the average time is about twenty- 
three years; but they will not sell at the usual 
price of one dotlar and a quarter per acre, because 
they are distant from any navigable stream or a 
market for produce. A railroad will make the 
lands saleable at double the usual price, because 
the improvement made by the State will make 
them valuable. It is an old practice, loug sanc- 
tioned by the Government. 

Mr. DAWSON. My question has not been 
answered as to the number uf acres. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Í have not made the calcula- 
tion, but any one can estimate it easily. =o 

Mr. DAWSON. If six miles are to be given 
on each side in alternate sections, we shall have a 
strip of land, or what is equal to a strip of land, 
six miles wide and four hundred miles long. This 
will amount to a very large number of acres. 
What we want to settle now is, whether Congress 
will take upon itself the business of levying a tax 
of ahundred per cent., in this indirect manner, 
upon all this land, merely for the purpose of 
carrying on a work of internal improvement ina 
particular State. Or, in other words, the question 
is, shall the settler on the pubiic lands be taxed 
double the usual price of the lands before he shall 
be permitted to settle upon them, in order that he 


may be made to pay the expense of building this- 


railroad? “Uhat will be the question when we 
come to discuss this bill finally, and fam not now 
prepared to enter upon it, * : 
Mr. KING. | am not now going to enter into 
any discussion with respect to the granting of land 
for works of internal improvement. When that 


subject comes up, I shall be prepared to give my 
views—differing, as I suppose Í do, from the gen- 
teman from Georgia upon this subject. Lam 
desirous of giving every facility that can appro- 
priately be afforded to these new States in making 
works of internal improvement, to give value to 
the public lands, and. afford facilities to carry the 
produce of the States to a market. "This road tèr- 
minates at Cairo, on the Ohio river. A charter 
was granted by the States of Mississippi and Aja- 
bama to a railroad company to construct a railroad 
from the city of Mobile, to terminate at this same 
points so that, if the railroad is completed, there | 
will be a continuous railroad communication from 
the Gulf to the extreme limit of the State of Hti- 
nois. ` Of the great advantages of such a commu- | 
nication it is not now necessary to speak. Every 
gentleman who knows anything of the States of 
‘Tennessee and Kenticky, can estimate for himself 
the immensé advantages of such a railroad. The 
portion of country in the States of Mississippi and ; 
Alabama, through which the road is to pass, is, 
generally speaking, barren aud unproductive. .The 
lands throughout these States have been in the 
market from fifteen to thirty years, and some of | 
them considerably more. Owing to the nature of 
the lands they are of no value, and can never be 

of any value at the present prices, unless some 

direct communication by railroad, or some other 

way, is made, That will give value to the land, | 
without which it is of no value. My object, how- 
ever, in rising is, before the question 1s taken upon 
the amendment, to propose an amendment, as an 
additional section, so as to include that poruon of 
the road from the Ohio river, extending the same 
grants and privileges as are granted in the bill of 
the Senator from lilinois. ‘Che amendment | pro- 
pose is as follows; 

See. 7. And be it enucted, &e., That, in order to aid in the | 
continuation of said Central rathroad irom the mouth of the 
Oto river to the city of Mobile, wl the nglila, priviieves, 
and babilities hereinbefore conterret on tie State o HUDO, 
shall be granted to the States of Alabama and Mississippi | 
respectively, for ibe purpose of aiding in We construction of 
a railroad fom the siad city of Mobile toa point ucar the 
meuth ot the Olto river; and that the publie tands of the 
Cuited States, to esame Xtentin proportion to the tengths 
Of the road, on the sawe terms, Hmitations, and resuictions, 
ib every respect, shall be and is hereby granted tu sud 
States of Alabama and Mississippi, respecavely. 


Mr. WALKER. I desire to ask the Senator 


| 


| 
shall be constructed by companies or by the State? | 

Mr. DO GLAS. “That can be answered in | 
three sentences. This road was. begun by the 
State of lilnois in 1836, and about a million of 
dollars were expended upon it by the State. Sub- 
sequently, the state let ittoacompany. The com- 
pany failed to go on with the work, and executed a 
release of their charter back to the State again; so 
that it has now become a State work again. This 
| grant is to be made to th® Suwe of Hinos, as a 
State work, disconuected with any company what- 
ever. 

Mr. WALKER. I am not opposed to the 
grant which the bill proposes; but Í am opposed 
tu the form in which t 18 proposed to make it. i 
cannot now submit the mouon which | shall sub- | 


an amendment pending. t shall, however, move 
to strike out all that part of the bill which proposes 
to increase the price of the alternate sections to 
two dollars and a half per acre, tecause i deem it 
unjust that this principle should be enacted by 
Congress. 


miles in length, and the grant will be equivalent 
toasuip of land six miles wide throughout the 
whole length, or «ne mahon five hundred and 
thirty-six theusand acres of land. On an equal 
amount of land it is proposed to increase the price 
to double the usual Government price. h amounts, 
i then, to a tex upon the actual settlers to that 
! amount, in order to build this road. This is one 
| of the greatest embarrassments tu the settlement 
of the new States. 1 know of nothing that would 
embarrass the settlement of these States more than 


is too high; and yet we propose to double that 
price, and thus double the embarrassment of sét- 
tement. If Government is going to be generous, | 
let it be generous; but let it not speculate upon ths | 
own lands at the expense of those who are w settle | 
upon them. : 


from illinois whether it is proposed that this road |! 


mityfor the reason that there is an amendment to || 


Tne route, it is said, will be about four hundred |! 


increasing the price of the public lands. We know f 
that itis almost universally said now that the price | 


to the States; to be given tó actual settlers: atthe: 


cost only of surveying it, and't have brow wä 
bill t0 that effect... The Senator tram: Massa bu 
i seus also [Mp Webster} bus offered a résulation’ 


i 

| of a similar character, and the Senator fronvtl 
{Mr. Dove.as] has introduced’a bilo granvthese® 

| lands in limited quantities 10 actial settlers. Theré 

| is a feeling in favor: of :this throughout. the: eoun- 

| try, and this reform seems to be demanded; Now): 

| if we grant this amount of land, instead. of selling: 


i| the remaining land at the usual price, itis proposed 


| to increase the price to double what it-was Lefore. 
l am opposed to it. 


| d shall make a similar motion when that bill 
| comes up, and shall do it with the assured feeling 
that my constituents will sustain my action; for I 
‘am pretty confident that, after the experience they 
have had with regard to the Rock river and Lake 
Michigan canal, they will ‘not be willing. to be 
taxed a hundred per cent. more than'the present 
price of the lands for the parpose of building this” 
| road. E know the character of the country through.” 
which this road is to pass in I nois © ‘Phe lands 
| have been a long time in the market} bat, if a 
grant of alternate sections is made to the State, 
l have no doubt the road will be made, and the 
| lands reserved for the Government will be rapidly 
| sold for a dcllar and a quarter an acre, and the 
| funds will come into your treasury. But, if the 
price is increased, the same difficulties will arise, 
and the advantages will not be sufficient to bring 
the land into the market at the increased price. 
I believe it is the policy of the United States, that 
| this shouid be stricken out. 1 know itis the pol- 
icy of the State of Lihnois, and I know that i is 
in consonance with the views of the people of the 
United States, who are settling the western Jands. 
I shall thererore move that as an amendment, as. 
| Soon as this amendment is disposed ofe 00 45 
Mr. BUTLER, DoJ understand the Senator 
from lhnois as desiring to press a vote upon this 
bill to-day. 


; acuon upon it will not be out oi place. 
Mr. BUTLER. 1 do not propose to go intoa“ 
| discussion of the many: questions anvolved:in «the 
bill; for, after the prolonged debates we have had = 
heretofore upon the principle. upon which itis 
based, such a course on ‘niy part woule perhaps 
be a work of supererogation. This bill; however, 
has not been. examined by any one, as-farug D> 
know, except by the committee of the honorable 
| Senator, who isa friend to the bili; and, of course, 
if he thinks it right, it is his duty to ‘advocate: it. 
The Senator from Wisconsin (Mr. Warrer] 


| goes upon the ground that by this bill we should 


make a donation of the public lands to the Siate 
of Hhnois—an open donauon, unembarrassed by 
any restriction. The Senator from INmois [Mr, 
Doucias] regards the Umted Siates somewhat as 
a proprietor that may give away one section pro- 
| vided that will raise the value of the remainder, 
| making the United States a proprietor in one point 
[of view. The Senator from Wisconsin is in favor 
| of an open grant, withoutany restrictions. In one 
point of view these two propositions amoant to the 
same thing. They each propose, in effect, to give 
| between one and two millions of dollars to the State’ 
of Ilinois, for the purpose of aiding in the ‘sug- 
i gested improvement. The portion of land-contem= 
tated im this cession is six miles wide and some 


j 
i 

it i A r 

|| four hundred miles in length, which>will amount 
i 


o twenty-four hundred ‘square miles; ard that 


erue from the sale of the land. 

The Senator from..Wi-consin frankly says he 
refers that this should be ä rif; that the United 
tates should not conunue in the relation. of a pro- 
prietor, but that it should be an open grant, giving 
in effect two or three millions to the State of dinois 
| to make internal improvements. Well, sir, | must 
say that it does appear very strange'to me that the 


R 
5S 


I am in favor of granting the whole of this land 


| very class of politicians who rise up and denounce, 
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“ine no measured-terms, in conformity with the 
principles. of the Baltimore platform, any general 
system of internal improvement, should be so very 
willing to continue in force asystem of local inter- 
nal improvements which will benefit the particular 
sections of thé Union which they represent. If I 
may. be allowed to.use the term, this course of pro- 
cedure, it appears to me, is an Inconsistent one. 
Sir, if we are to have a system of internal improve- 
ment carried out, I would: prefer, for one, that we 
should have a system looking to the benefit of all 
parts of the Union, and not of any particular sec- 
tion or sections. But, sir, am not in favor of 
either system, because I have constitutional diffi- 
culties on the subject of giving the public lands or 
the proceeds thereof for a general, much less a lo- 


cal system of internal improvements. 

But, sir, L did not intend to say this much upon 
the subject. at this time. I would, however, re- 
mark, that if the Senator from Illinois intends to 
pressa vote upon this bill to-day, I shall feel it 
my duty to state more at length the objections [ 
have to its passage, though I am scarcely prepared 
to do so at this ume. F know very well that the 
States of Mississippi and Alabama have interests 
connected with the passage of this bill, and I be- 
lieve that the Senator from Arkansas [Mr. Bor- 
uano] has a bill also in some way connected with 
it; and therefore I have not the least idea that 
any opposition made by a Representative of one 
of the “old thirteen’? States will be successful, 
but [ certainly feel it my duty to stand up and 
make what objections I can to bills of this kind. 

Mr. CASS. l earnestly hope that the Senator 
from Alabama will not press his amendment to the 
present bill. For one, sir, I desire to vote for the 
principal bill, and then for the amendment pro- 
posed in a separate bill. I have serious and diffi- 
cult objections to the association of these two 
measures. {think that each had better stand by 
itself. You will, by attaching this amendment to 
the bill, provide for carrying his railroad through 
the States of Tennessee, Kentucky, Alabama, and 
Mississippi; and, sir, with equal propriety, you 
might attach an amendment providing for the ex- 
tension of the railroad into every State in the 
Union. Sir, let us take the measures: on their 
own peculiar merits—let each stand upon its own 
foundation. I do not perceive any difficulty with 
respect to the power of Congress which some gen- 
tlemen feel on this subject. The Senator from 
South Carolina and myself have contested the 
principle involved in this bill several times. Sir, 
there is a fundamental difference between the prin- 


ciple of this bill and the Government carrying on | 


a system of internal improvement. There is no 
proposition in this bill that the Government should 
Paila the road; there is no assumption of authority 
within the jurisdiction of the States for that pur- 
pose whatever. That point, therefore, is wholly 
out of view, The jurisdiction is left entirely to 
the States to do as they please; to make the road 
or leave the road unmade. What, then, is the 
reason why we should make such an appropria- 


In all the new portions of the United States this 
Government owns a large proportion of the prop- 
erty. They sell it. They offer it for sale. It is 
surveyed, thrown into market, and emigration is | 
invited. Tract after tract is sold, roads are made, | 
villages and towns are built up, and all the im- | 
provements that can be of value to a country go | 
on and increase the value of the lands, and you 
sit and da.nothing. I want to know ir this Gov- 
ernment, being a great land owner, is to do noth- 
ing? Civil government is there maintained by the 


people, roads are maintained by the people, all that || 


constitutes civil society is maintained by the peo- 
ple; und yet, when they come here and ask for an 
appropriation of land, you fall back and ask the 
cash value. Sir, there is not a Government on 
the face of the globe that would do that. You 
ask us, the pioneers of the settlement, to go there 


wilderness—a wilderness bowing before the in- 


less—and you sit and do nothing. 
Why should you not pay your reasonable pro- 


jurisdiction to the States respectively? From the | 
foundation of the Goverament—from General | 
Washington’s day—this has been done. When I i 
was but a lad, a road was made from Wheeling to | 


Limestone, under General Washington’s admin- 
istration. This was the first that ever crossed the 
Ohio. 
Government, in the character of a land-owner, 


| has a right to aid in building roads through its 


own lands, to render those lands more valuable. 
But there is another difficulty inthis matter. This 
amendment, if I understand it, gives the right of 
way fora railroad through two States, where the 
Government does not own a foot of public land. 

Mr. KING. To what States does the Senator 
refer? ` 

Mr. CASS. To Tennessee and Kentucky. 

Mr. KING. With those States the amendment 
has nothing to do. 
of Alabama and Mississippi. 


a 


1 ' e: i| if they were in the hands of private individuals, h 
and spend our lives in raising the country froma i 
: ees i 
dustry of man, without which it would be worth- |; 
jp again. z 
/ p le pro- i| this subject, we have always drawn a distinction | 
portion, as owners of this land, towards Its im- |: 
provement and settlement, leaving the question of | 


Mr. CASS. It is more restricted, then, than I 
thought it was, and I have therefore no kind of 
objection to it, except that I would prefer itas a 
| separate measure, and not as a part of this. bill. 

It will be recollected that most of the older of 
the new States—Ohio, Indiana, and some others— 
have. received much larger grants of the public 
i lands upon this principle than any of the other 
States. Each State comes forward for its fair 
proportion of the public domain. 1 believe there 
has already been published and laid upon our 
tables a document showing the amount which 
each State has received; and justice, as well as 
equity, requires that the new States should receive 
their proportion. 

Mr. President, | am not going into this subject 
now. I merely rose to state my difficulties with 
respect to the amendment. If itis brought in as 
a separate bill, 1 shall vote for it. 

Mr. KING. Mr. President, while I concur with 
much that has been said by the honorable Senator 
from Michigan, with regard to the duty of this 
Government towards the new States; while 1 con- 
cur with him that there is no constitutional diffi- 
culty in the way of making grants of this sort, I 
must confess that the honorable Senator has taken 
ground in opposition to my amendment that is not 
at all tenable. The road, to which my amend- 
ment proposes to grant lands in Mississippi and 
Alabama, is to all intents and purposes the same 
road except that it passes through two other States. 
The road contemplated to be constructed through 
Ulinois touches the Ohio river at Cairo. ‘I'he road, 
as chartered by the States of Alabama and Missis- 
sippi, touches that river on the eastern bank, im- 
mediately opposite. Itis, therefore, a continuation 
of the same road; and hence itis that { have offered 
|| this amendment. If it had been a different road, 
not connected with this Hlinois road, 1 should not 
have proposed the amendment. 1 repeat again, 
that the same reasouing that will apply to the pro- 


i 


| priety of granting lands for the construction of a | 


| road in Illinois, applies with equal, and I may say 
with greater force to the construction of a road in 
Mississippi and Alabama. 

Sir, the Jands in Illinois have been in the market 
alength of time. They have value because of their 


f productiveness. Net so with the lands through 
tion? To my mind, sir, the reason ig manifest. | 


bama. Those lands are known to be worthless, 
so far as cultivation is concerned. They have good 
timber upon thein, to be sure, but that is also val- 


|; ueless unless there be some mode by which it can 


| be transported to market. The opening of this 
road will increase the commercial fucilities of the 
country, increase the value of the lands through 


market at something like a fair price. 
| Sir, I do not agree with the Senator from Wis- 
| consin, that it isnot right to add an additional price 
to the lands reserved, because their value will be 
increased by the road which is made in part by the 
| liberality of the Government. The purchaser 
has no right to complain, therefore, that he gives 
| $2.50 for lands which, without these improve- 
menis, would not be worth $1 25, but for which 


e 
è 


would have to pay $4, or $5, per acre. 

_ Ido not wish to detain the Senate at all. 
is a subject that has been discussed here time and 
| again, As regards our constitutional power on 


between appropriations out of th 
and the right of the Gover: 
_ public domain for the internat improvements of the 
i States, s0 that the part not so disposed of will be 
| increased in value, or as a great land owner would 
| dispose of part of his own lands for the beneft of 


e Treasury direct, 


No man ever seriously doubted that the i; 


lt refers merely to the States | 


which the road is to pass in Mississippi and Ala- | 


which it passes, and cause them to be brought into ! 


This a 


i principle must go into the bill. 


| 


l! the remainder. 
‘į for the removal of the raft on the Red River. Who 
opposed that? Not my friend from South Caro- 
i lina, (Mr. Burer.) No southern man opposed 
| 1t on constitutional grounds. I know that the late 
i lamented colleague of my friend from South Car- 
| olinasdid not entertain the constitutional difficulty 
i that the honorable Senator has expressed this 
| morning. Far fromit. He, with me: drew the 
distinction between an appropriation of a portion 
of the public domain for works of this sort, and an 
appropriation of money out of the Treasury. I 
have mentioned this fact merely for the purpose of 
showing, that appropriations of this sort, for 
North, South, East, and West, have passed with 
‘great unanimity; no opposition being entertained 
on account of any constitutional difficulty. I 
know, sir, that the late President of the United 
States, in his celebrated veto message, took the 
ground that it was unconstitutional to grant the 
public demain. For atime, that doctrine met with 
support in the House of Representatives, but not 
in the Senate; because here, during the last two 
i sessions, as gentlemen well know, we have passed 
bills of a similar character. They failed in the 
other House, because many gentlemen felt unwill- 
ing to place themselves in opposition to that veto 
message. I myself thought the message wrong in 
that particular, and I so stated to the President 
himself. I still entertain the same opinion. 

| I am desirous of giving—what I think justly 
due to the new States—some little advantage in 
the construction of works of this kind, because 
we have given up much to the General Govern- 
ment, Sir, the very States to which the honora- 
ble Senator opposes the giving of these grants, 
| because connected with the’ Illinois road, surren- 
dered the right of taxing the public domain until 
| five years after itis sold. In this way these States 
never drew a dollar from taxes_on the public do- 
main until five years after they came into the pos- 
session of private individuals—thus crippling their 
i| resources, producing embarrassment, and prevent- 
į ing them from making any works of internal im- 
| provement. And now, when we ask for these re- 
fuse lands, which have never been culiivated, 
merely for the purpose of giving facilities of trans- 
portatidh to market, which will give some degree 
of value to them, we are met by the objection that 
this is an immense grant—that it is a great quanti- 
ty ofland. Well, sir, itis a great quantity; but it 
will be there for five hundred years; and unless some 
| mode of the kind proposed be adopted, it will never 
command ten cents. It is not susceptible of being 
cultivated; and no man would spend his labor upon 
| barren soil, when he can get good land. 

I trust that the amendment which I have offered 
will prevail. The general principles of the bill I 
| think good and correct. When the bill comes to 
its third reading, it will be in the power of my hon- 
; Orable friend and others to discuss the principle. 
But I trust they will allow amendments to be 
jj made, so that the bill may be perfected. Such is 
i! my disposition, and I presume it is that of the 
Senator from Illinois. It will be time enough to 
decide the constitutional question when the bill 
is passed to its third reading. 

Mr. WALKER, Mr. President, I wish to 
i 


i; make one remark in relation to a suggestion made 
$ 

| 

| 

| 


| by the Senator from Alabama. He says he dif- 
ii fers with me with regard to the increase of the 
li price of the reserved lands; and he differs because, 
as he says, it is proper that the price should be 
| Increased as the value is increased by a road being 
ii made through the land by the liberality of the 
Government. Pray, sir, what liberality is exer- 
‘i cised by making a grant of this sort? Does the 
|| Government grant anything? Not one penny is 


i 
|; sequently as much money is received from the 
‘| given away. 
e hundred 
, 80 thatthe actnal 


‘| granted, because upon just as many acres as Con- 
i gress gives away it doubles the price, so that con- 
:| land as would have been received if none was 
i How does this operate? It% pro- 
i; posed by this bill to grant one million fiv 

and thirty-six thousand acres, being one-half the 
_ land on the route of the road. It is proposed to 
| double the price of the other half 
; Settlers will have to pay $1,920,000 additional 
i price for these lands. 


. zi £ 
nment to dispose of the || Butler me call the attention of the Senate to 


another fact. Ifthis frinciple is to obtain, another 
i 7 ; That is, that the 
price of the lands which are granted must be in- 


creased also. {f this were not done, the lands 


pane 
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held by the company might come in competition 

with those of the Government. If the alternates 

reserved by the Government are to be increased 

in price to obviate competition ata less price, you 

have got to increase to the same amount the price 

of the lands you grant to the State of Illinois. It 

is plain that if one million five hundred and thirty- 

six thousand acres, at $2 50 an acre, come in com- | 
petition with the same amount of land of the same 

value at a less price, say $1 25 an acre, it can- 

not be sold, or your land will be undersold. By 

this proposed increase in the price of the re- 

served lands, you tax the settlers to the amount of 

93,840,000. This is liberality with a vengeance! 

This is increasing the value of your lands through 

the liberality of the Government in a queer kind of 
way! You increase the price of this land, by | 
doubling it, $3,840,000. Who is to pay this 

amount for the construction of this road? It is 

the man whose enterprise leads him to the West, 

who desires to occupy a portion of the western 

country as his home. It is he, sir, who will have 

to pay this. It is an embarrassment upon the 

settlement of the country, and one which, if pos- 

sible in our action here, we ought to obviate. 

I shall, consequently, persist in one of two 
propositions, If I fail in having that part of the 
bill striken out, I shall move (or if I do not, | 
hope it will be moved by some one else) that the 
lands granted to the State shall not be sold ata 
less price than those reserved by the Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. BRADBURY. 
in the bill which [ regard as in direct conflict with 
the principle upon which it is advocated. I un- 
derstand the Senators from Hlinois and Michigan 
to advocate the bill upon the principle that the 
Government is a great proprietor of lands through 
which this road will pass, and that, as a prudent 


proprietor, it can make a grant of a portion ofj 


these lands, and thereby increase the value of the 
residue. I think that is the principle which has 
been distinctly stated by both gentlemen. Now, 
in the second section of the amendment, the bill 
provides that where lands have been already sold 
along the line, other lands shall be granted to sup- 
ply the deficiency. 

Mr. KING, (in his seat.) They are to be adja- 
cent lands, 

Mr. BRADBURY. If, for instance, on any 
portion of the route, one half of the lands have 
been sold by the Government, the bill authorizes 
the selection of the other half elsewhere. I would 
like to know what lands, then, the Government 
has which, as a prudent proprietor, it will have 
increased in value? ; 

Mr. KING. In authorizing the taking of un- 
sold lands elsewhere, when itcannot be obtained 
directly on the road, the bill still requires that 
they shall be adjacent to the sections along the 
road. It is not to be taken all along the road, as 
the Senator seems to suppose, but in alternate 
Sections. 

Mr. BRADBURY. Are they confined to the | 
lands within six miles of the road ? 

Mr. KING. They are confined to lands adja- 
cent. When the section along the road is sold, 
then the lands adjacent are to make up the defi- 
ciency. 

Mr. BRADBURY. Are they confined to lands 
adjacent to the road, or to the lands which have 
been sold ? 

Mr. KING. To the lands which have been 
sold. 

Mr. BRADBURY. Very well; then I under- 
stand that, where the lands are sold, they can 
take other lands adjacent to those six miles; and 


that comes clearly within the objection 1 have | 


named. | ‘ 
Mr. DOUGLAS. The quantity of land to be 
granted is equal to the alternate sections of six 


miles, and is all of it to be selected in alternate sec- | 
tions. ‘If they cannot be procured in the six | 


miles, they can go on seven or eight miles, until 
they get the requisite quantity, still taking it in 
alternate sections. So thatthe principle laid down 
of increasing the value of the Jand applies to each 
case, whether the selection is within six, or eight, 
or nine miles. ` 

Mr. BRADBURY. The explanation of the 
Senator does not relieve the bill at all from the ob- 
jections I have urged. If the lands have been 
sold, then the selection is to be made from other 
lands not upon the road, but quite remote from 


I have observed a defect | 


| the route. 


| charity gives nothing because he derives no in- 


the road, and so remote that I think the principle 
upon which the billis advocated cannot fairly ap- 
ply. There could be no reasonable objection, I 
think, to striking out that portion of the bill which 
authorizes the selection of lands elsewhere, when 
they have been sold along the road. The bill 
grants more than a million and a half of acres of 
land, and grants them to the State for the purpose 
of constructing this road, without any definite lo- 
cation of the road, and without that accurate inform- 
ation which, it appears to me, we ought to have 
when bills of this character are presented. We 
ought to have betore us evidences of the extent of 
the road, of the character of the country through 
which it passes, and all that which could be got 
to show a prudent proprietor that he would be 
benefited by such a grant. 

There is another objection which applies to the 


| 


Therefore, I differ materially from. the Senator; 
and find this bill strongly commended: to.my-ap- 
| proval, on the. ground that no. money.is: actually. 
bestowed by the United States, and:that ino : 
niary loss is actually to be suffered. by. it... 

In relation to the objection stated bythe Senas. 
tor from Maine, [Mr. Brapsury,] who, talks.. 
about our not being sufficiently informed in regard. 


to the country through which. this road is to pass? 
why, the bill is introduced upon the:same pre: 
| sumption, which applies to all other measures, that 
all of us’ are tolerably well acquainted with the 
| country in which we live; that all have studied the 
| geography of our own country; that we all know 
a litde of the value of the public domain in differ- 
ent parts of the Republic; and that every Senator 
and member of the House feels it to be his duty, 
seasonably, in good time, and before a measure 


amendment of the Senator from Alabaina, and that 
is, that it would be a dangerous practice to adopt, 
that of connecting bills of this character together. 
It is obvious that several bills of this character, 
being connected, might command a majority in 
Congress, when neither of them could alone. I 
am not prepared to say what are the facts as to 
the merits of the proposed grants in Alabama or 
Illinois; for we have not the informatien before us 
upon which I could feel satisfied to act. 

Mr. FOOTE. If I understand the Senator from 
Maine correctly, if this bill had been so framed 
originally as to embrace the whole course of the 


road, the objection he pressed at the conclusion of |! 


his remarks would not have been entertained ? 
Mr. BRADBURY, (in his seat.) Not at all. 
Mr. FOOTE. It so happens that only a por- 
tion of this road was taken into consideration in 
the original draughting of this bill. Subsequently, 
the remaining portion of the road—that is, that 
art of the route lying between the Ohio river and 
Mobile—has been taken into consideration by the 
Senator who has offered this amendment, and ‘he 
proposes to do precisely the samne thing along that ; 
route which is proposed to be accomplished by | 
the original bill, as to the more northerly part of 
I do not understand, therefore, how 
the Senator can object to the amendment, if not to 
the original bill. 
Mr. BRADBURY. I do. 
Mr. FOOTE. Not on this ground, though. 
The Senator says he objects to uniting these two 
measures. I say that the objection he urges does 


! not lie; for, if the amendment be adopted, it is im | 


fact but one measure, and it will produce a most 
beneficial influence along the whole course of the 
road. The Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. WALKER] 
objects on the ground that the Government actually 
wiil not give anything, even if this bill be adopted 
in its present form, because, he argues, the remain- 
ing lands will sell for as much money as would 
the whole of the land, if: none of it had been be- 
stowed. 

Mr. WALKER. Ifthe whole were sold? 

Mr. FOOTE. That is to say, the lauds will 
sell for more if the grant is made, and the Govern- 
ment thereby be the gainer. And I dare say it 
will be, in a pecuniary point of view. But still it 


| 


is not true that the Government is not a donor to |; 


the extent of the alternate sections of land. The 
truth of the matter, it seems to me, is obvious. 
The Government bestows with one hand and gains 
inthe other. It bestows liberally and gains iiber- į 
ally. Itis more than compensated for its liberality. | 
Now, Í cannot understand how the Senator will 
establish his position that the Government gives 
nothing. Is he wiiling to say that he who vestows 


is pressed for consideration here, to inform himself. 
thoroughly in regard to all the facts in connection 
with it. Now, in this particular case, I understand 
all this information to have been afforded and to 
have been given to the Senate through a most 
responsible medium. The Senator who sits on. 
my left [Mr. Kina] has stated, in the hearing of... 
the Senate, all the actual local facts existing. inthe 
case. He described the nature and chasacter of 
j the country, on authority which no man will- 
undertake to gainsay, his own personal knowledge: 
l think the Senator from Maine, if he has not 
examined the subject thoroughly himself, ought at 
Jeast to be willing to rely on the positive state- 
ments of those of his associates in this Chamber 
who profess to be fully informed in regard to it. 
Mr. BRADBURY. As the Senator is so well 
informed on the subject, I desire to know what 
portion of the land alang the line of the road has 
been sold, and on what portion of the line the 
sales have been made, and how generally it will 
' be necessary to resort to the provision which re- 
; quires the selection of the land to be made off from 
| the line of the road? 
;: Mr. FOOTE. 1 can speak for my own State.. 
Mr. BRADBURY, (in his seat). 1 was speak- 
ing of Ilinois. : ae 
Mr, FOOTE. I understand the lands to be 
sold nearly along the whole line, so far as the 
State of Mississippi is concerned. As to Alabama, 
the road is through a country generally poor, and 
where the sales of land have not been extensive. 


l 
{ 


i 


g I speak of Ala» 
bama and Mississippi, and to that part of the bill 
I understand the objections of the Senator from 
Maine alone to apply. 

Mr. BRADBURY, (in his seat.) Oh, no, 

Mr. FOOTE. I did not rise with a view of en> 
tering upon an extended discussion of this subjects 
; but i must say I had somewhat informed myself 
in regard to it through the medium of the public 
prints before I had the honor of a seat here. [ 
{have examined all the various discussions that 
| have taken place in Congress on the precise points 
i before us. ! have read with special interest the 
| arguments offered to the Senate several years. ago 


|i by the Senator from Michigan and the illusnious: 


H 


crease therefrom beyond a moral compensation tar | 


beyond the money bestowed? Charity, it is said, 
is twice blessed; and so it would be, in my opinion, 


in this ease.. The proposition before the Senate | 


rewards the donorand the donee alike, as has been 
clearly and fully stated by the Senator from Mich- 
ian. Does the Senator seriously and gravely 
object-to this proposition because it will not in- 
volve the Government in the act of bestowing 
money for purposes of internal improvement? If 


i so, I differ from the Senator materially. Certainly 
I am willing to vote money for purposes of inter- | 


| Senator from South Carolina, no longer here: Be- 
| fore | saw the speeches of these two Senators, 
: some years ago, I must confess l doubted.extremely 
whether the power now claimed by the Senators 
rf from Alabama and Illinois to the Government ac- 
i tually existed, but ever since. I read those two 
| luminous arguments, which have been restated in 
| our hearing this morning, I have never entertained 
the least. doubt. that the. Government, being the 
; large landholder of the country, had the risht to 
| dispose of, reserve, or improve the public domain. 
i Having this right, it does seem to me to be the clear- 


i 


i 
i 


i 
i 


nal improvement of a national character; but I hold Í est, proposition in the world that it is not only 


that it would be wise, proper, and becoming for | 


us all to avoid its exercise as far as practicable. |: 


j that this power, if really possessed, is one of sd H authorized to bestow alternate sections witha view 
| dubious a character, and one that has so perplexed į 
i} legislation here and in the States at different times, | 


of enhancing the pecuniary value of its own do- 
| main still remaining, but that it is bound to do so 
| by every obligation of patriotism. 

Mr. CASS, -One difficulty has been suggested, 
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and that is, that this- road in many instances does | 
not cume in. immediate contact with the public 
land, and that then, of course, in the selection of 
the land-granted, they must recede from the road. 
Fhe error here is in supposing that the road will | 
be of no value to the public land except where it 
comes in immediate. contact with it. ‘The road 
- once built will very much increase. the value of the 
land for many miles in its neighborhood. In the | 
present state of the western country, plank and 
other roads will’ at once be built to connect with 
it, and the immediate effect will be to increase the 
value of all tands lying within any reasonable dis- 
tance of it. Therefore, the objection that the land 
in the immediate neighborhood of the road may 


i 


be sold, is divested ofall us force. Under any 
circumstances of that kind the value and benefit to 


result from the opening of such an avenue to the j 


Government and the country will still remain. 
Me. SHIELDS. Lam graufied at the amend- 
ment that has been proposed by my friend from 
Alabama. ftis one which has been examined by 
every member of the committee, and | may also 
state that évery one of the points presented here 
this morning were also fully discussed in the com- 
mittee. Now, sir, this road, as contemplated by 
the amendment of the Senator from Alabama, will 
form a great national thoroughfare, connecting the 
northern part of Hlinois, by the way of St. Louis, 
with Mobile, as well as connecting Boston and the 
other eastern cities by the same route through I- 
linois, with St. Louis, and New Orleans, and Mo- 
bile. Perhaps there are no States in the Umon 
more interested in this work than those in the East, 
represented by Senators now objecting to this bill. 
For the benefit of Senators who speak of the loss 
which the United States Gdvernment may suffer 
in consequence of this grant, E wish to state that 
when land bas been ten or fifteen years in the mar- 
ket, the receipts therefrom do not defray the ex- 
penses of the machinery of Government employed 
in their sale, In this case, therefore, the Govern- 
ment can lose nothing, for these lands generally 
have been in the market for twenty years, and this 
road will be the means of rendering them saleable. 
And Í am not sure thatthe Government would not 
in the end be benefited by laying it down as a 
general principle, that, where lands have been in 
the market for fifteen ar twenty years, they shall 
be appropriated to this. purpuse, than which I 
know none more advantageous and beneficial, of 
making public roads. F will state, asihe question 
has been asked by the Senator from Maine, that 
iv a portion of Nlinois the public lands have been 
in marke fors: me twenty years, and are now un- 
saleable; and that ot this million and a balf of acres 
proposed to be granted, there will not be three hun- 
dred thousand perhaps that is in any other condi- 
tion. The amount i oks lirge on paper, | confess, 
butwhat Thavestt o is regard to n, ail who have 


experience m the } ublic lands will acknowledge to | 


be the truth, 

| would beg of my friend from Wisconsin, if I 
had any influence with him, to withdraw his 
amendment. 1 can assure hin he will not only 
seriously embarrass this bill, Lut if he proposes 


his amendment even to the bill in which his own | 


State is interested, he may defeat the very end he 
proposes to attain, I will state further, that if the 
bill as it is will be any injury to Ilinors, that in- 
jury wiil be for the benefit of the United States, 
and we who represent Lilmois are responsible to 
our people for that injury. The Senator says 
that unless his amendment prevails, it will retard 
the seitlement of our State. Perhaps it may, but 
we are willing to receive this bill even under this 
apprehension, and 1 hope the Senator from W is- 
consin will permit us to accept it, even if he con- 
siders it detrimental to us, 1 will say to him that 
when he proposes a bill of a similar character for 
his own Stue, I will not attempt to interfere with 
what Wisconsin may consider for her interests. 
l repeat, Í am gratified that the Senator from 
Alabama has introduced the amendment; he is 
perfectly assured, as 1 am, through some know- 
ledge derived from a connection with the public 
lands, that if you give away ail those refuse lands 
in every State that have been in market ten, 
fifteen, or twenty years, for the purpose of making 
roads, you cannot appropriate them to any na- 
tonal purpose more advantageous. By referrin 
to the reports of the Land Commissioners, 
wiil- find it to be the case that w 
land district have been in the ma: 


a 
A 


you 


here lands in any 
rket twenty years, 


i 
i 
i 


the revenue derived from their sale will hardly de- 
fray the expenses of the land office. 1 am not | 
prepared to cipher out this matter just at the mo- | 
went, but I am assured } can couvince any gente- 
man of the truth of this proposiuon. Now, the 


State of Hhnois has never derived a dollar from 


i 


the Government; our rivers and lakes are left 


without improvement, and we pay into the treas- 
ury a large amount of money every year from 
which we derive nothing in return, And yetif 
we come here and ask for the grant of a few acres 
of refuse lands, we are met with such objections 
as Senators have urged this morning. You are 
expending money every day on the sea-board, 
while this Immense State, contributing as largely 
as it dues to the revenues of the General Govern- 
ment, is totally neglected. And even when weask 
for this feeble aid trom the Government for a work 
that’ is to benefit Maine quite as much as it will 
IItinois—which is to connect Boston with New 
Orleans, the North with the South—we are met 
with a mere quibble about a few acres of land. 


nois right into Kentucky almost, and if my friend 
from Kentucky will give me his aid, | am wiling 
to continue it quite into his State. l have no ov- 
jections to it, believing asl do that purposes of 
this kind are the most beneficial and advantageous 
to which this refuse public domain can be appro- 
priated. i 

l hope, therefore, that my friend from Wiscon- 
sin will withdraw his amendment to this bill, and 
let us manage it in our own way. I take great in- 
terest in the bill which he proposes, and promise 
hin my assistance in securmy ils passage, whether 
it does or does not incorporate the principle of his 
present amendment, 

Mr. DODGE, of fowa. Mr. President, I shall 
vote for the amendment of the Senator from Ala- 
bama. iam glad, sir, that he has offered i. Any 
one who will glance at a map of the country will: 
readily perceive that the connection proposed is a 
most duect and proper one, Chicago aud Mobile 
are almost due north and south oi each other. 
Tuey are certainly the points by which the great 
northern lakes and the Guir of Mexico shout be 
connected, 

l had hoped, Mr. President, that th 
tionality and policy of granting alternate sections 
of the public iands for the inprovement of roads 
and rivers ranning through the public lands, was 
so well estavlisheu that it would not be necessary į 
at this late day to enter into any formal argument | 
on the subject, In support of it, | could cite what | 
tue Senator from South Carolina would admit was | 
mgb authority, that of the votes aud speeches of | 
tis late lamented colleague, (Mr. Cathoun.] ft | 
is a historical fact, and one auested by the jour- || 
nals, that the biil making the grant of land for the |) 
construction uf the ittnuis and Michigan canal was 
passed by his casting vote, when filling the chair 
how occupied by you, sir, And surety, sir, if he 
had, at any late period of his life, passed through | 
the magnificent region of country whose growth 
and prosperity have been so much advanced by 
that greul work, there were few acis of his event- |i 
lul hie, L dvubt not, that would have atfuided him : 
more heartfelt graufication than that by which | 
he turned the scale in favor of that beneficent | 
measure. 

Mr. President, the objection made by the Sena- 
tor from Maine [Mr. Brapbury] might be readily |! 
obviated by an amendment, pr oviding tbat, if there 
are any more lands thau are sufficient for the Con- 
strucuion of the road, they shail revert to the United 
States. Not beleving that the proceeds of the | 
lands will be sufficient for the entre completion of | 
the work, I, of course, deem no such amendment | 
necessary, and hope it will not be adopted if of- 
fered. 

Mr, DAWSON. It is said that the principle 
involved in this Lill has been admitted, and no 
the application of that principle becumes a ques- | 
tion of policy and expediency. ‘Lhe principle 
may be true, but when you carry it into cxecution 
you may do it on terms vastly unequal to the i; 
various portons of the country. l now propose 
to examine briefly the construction of this railroad 
through the State of Hhnois. T'he road is to be four 
hundred miles m length, and 1s to travel through || 
the most wealthy and populous portions of that | 
State. leis to go from town to town, from vil- | 
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This road is to ran from the northern part of Lli- | 


e constitu- į 


apply at æl. 
ation upon that principle at all. 
a donation, and you allow the lands to be found 
| anywhere within the State of Illinois. 


nearly s», have already been disposed of. 
| Mr. DOUGLAS. If the Senator from Georgia 
| willallow me,although I have no wish to interrupt 
i| the course of his argument, I will state to him that, 
| as the road is to run through the centre of theState, 
|i without a particular local knowledge of the Siate, 
|| he would be justified in supposing that it would 
|| run through tbe best and most thickly-setted 
portions of the State; but if he wus intimately ac- 
quainted with it he would find that the road runs 
about half-way between the rivers on the east and 
those on the west. The country is well timbered 
near to the great rivers and upon their tributaries, 
but about the line of this road you will find vast 
| prairies, ten, twenty, and some even thirty miles 
wide, without a stick of timber, and dead ievels, 
sometimes too wet for cultivation. lt so happens 
that this road runs through this vast prairie region 
where there is the least settlement, wealth, and 
improvement of any portion of the State, and 
i| where there is the greatest necessity for a channel 
of communication to the markets. The land at 
present thus situated will, by means of this im- 
provement, be reclaimed, and made susceptible of 
cultivation and production. 

Mr. DAWSON. Well, but this road four 
hundred miles long will be of no use to the public 
unless it passes through that section of the coun- 
try which is populated. 

Mr. DOUGLAS, (in his seat.) There is some 
population. 

Mr. DAWSON. I submit now to the honor- 
able Senator and to the Senate whether, in the 
counties through which this road is to run, the 
lands have not for the most part been disposed of 
by the Government? 
i| Mr. DOUGLAS. With the exception of the 
county at the northern end of the road, my im- 
pression is ‘that more than half of the whole of 
the lands along the line are still vacant; in most of 
the counties, | think in two-thirds of them, itis 
so. | speak only at random, and from my gen- 
eral knowledge of the country, but such is my be- 
lief. ‘The road runs through several fine towns, 
such as Bloomington, for instance, and for five or 
six miles immediately around the towns the land 
is all taken up and cultivated, but there are also 
large prairies where the land is still vacant; and 
my impression is that the large majority of these 
lands is still vacant. 

Mr. DAWSON. I wish to view this question, 
not upon the principle only, but upon its applica- 
tion to the case now before us. If all these lands 
were urdisposed of by the Government, six miles 
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| of land through thë interior of the State of Hlinois 


will be transferred to that State, whether it passes 
through the most fertile or the poorest of the lands 
of that State; and going through the State, it must 


| Strike more than three-quarters of their best sec- 


tions, But suppose you cannot get contiguous 


Sections for perhaps fifteen or twenty mild, to the 


right and left of this road—you may go for miles 


į where you cannot strike the public lands—what 


will be the result of this bill? Why you may go 
ten miles off and take your section there, aud if 
you cannot find it there—if there are not lands 
contiguous to this route—you may go twenty or 
thirty miles and select lands which will be appro- 
priated. If there are no lands contiguous to this 


į route, you can travel right and left of it to any 


extent, until you find enough to make six miles 
in width throughout the whole State. Here, then, 
you may pass through one county, and if you find 
no public lands there, you can go into an adjacent 
county and find land there. Here you have an . 
appropriation of one million and a haif of acres of 
the public lands, not in the line of the railroad at 
all, but lying in the State of Hhnois. Now, the 
principle which has been established by Congress 
on this question is to appropriate contiguous 
lands—the lands over which the internal improve- 
ments run, or the railroad passes; the lands being 


| unoccupied by your citizens, you invite population 
‘there in order to increase their value and make a 
disposition of them. Now that principle does not 
apply here. It may apply ten miles at a time, and 


verhaps fifty miles, but beyond that it will not 
But you do not make the appropri- 
You make it as 


That is 


lage to village, from city to city, and it must 


therefore naturally pass over a portion of the 


i one objection which I have to the ill. 
i Now, sir, when you come to the State of Mis- 


E 


3lsr Conerass 
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sissippl apd to the State of Alabama the case is 
different, there you go immediately upon the | 
coast, through the pine barrens, and there ‘the : 
public lands are not settled; these, then, are of no | 
value; there the appropriation will amount to little | 
or nothing. — But, sir, this is not the ground upon | 
į 


i 


d Faj | 
which I desire to place the question. Before we || 
act upon the question, | want it to he ascertained | 
and decided whether it be constitutional or not 
The distinguished Senator from Michigan [Mr. | 
Cass] tells us that the question has been setted | 
beyond all controversy. 


The Senator from Àla- | 
bama [Mr. Kine] tells us that the late President || 
of the United States mistook the constitutional || 
question in the view which he tack of it, and 
the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Foore] has 
been convinced by the arguments of the distin- | 
guished Senator from Michigan. Now, sir, how 
do they establish this principle? T aman internal 
improvement man to the extent of the power 
vested in me asa representative under the Con- 
stitution. I will go to the extent of those powers, 
and E shall only be limited by my construction 
and conscientious principles on this subject. Now, 
my view upon this subject is this, and Į will re- || 
duce it to a principle, and show its application, | 
The Government of the United States is the mere 
trustee of the public property, either for the ben- | 
efit of the States, as the old Republican party | 
would say, or for the benefit of the people at | 
large, as the old Federal party would say; the |) 
Government is either a trustee for the people at 
large or for the States. Now, I desire to know, 
under the compact under which we are acting, and 
under which I am about for the first time to give 
a vote, on what principle it is that you decide that 
the trustee—the General Government—has a right | 
to make a donation of any part of the trust to any || 
portion of the cestui que trusts to the exclusion of | 
the other; in other words, if you, Mr. President, || 
or any other individual person represented the || 
people of these United States as the Government, || 
and you were making a disposition of the prop- | 
erty belonging to those people or States, you 
would ask yourself the question, when about to 
make a donation to My portion of the States or 
people, upon what principle and by what authority 
you did it? 

Now, sir, I would thank any Senator in the 
course of this argument to convince me that we 
have such authority. I desire to improve this 
country, and, as I stated before, to the extent 
limited by my convictions. Can Congress give 
to Ilinois under the cestui que trust, a million and 
a half offacres of land, and then turn round and 
tell the other States in the cestui que trust, we do 
it in order to benefit the whole of you? The 

- question is, have we any such power? In my 
judgment, we have it not at all. The public 
property belongs to the entire people, and when | 
we dispose of it we must dispose of it on that | 
principle. Well, then, the principle comes back 
on us again, can the trustee dispose of a part | 
of the property of the cestui que trust for the ben- | 
efit of a portion of the cestui que trust to the ex- j; 
clusion of the rest? In my judgment, not at all. 
it is not a principle of equity or justice, and in 
my opinion it is not constilutional. Now, sir, let 
us goa little further. Suppose that the Senator | 
from. Illinois had presented a petition setting forth 
that there are large tracts of land belonging to the | 
General Government in the State of Hlinois, which 
cannot be disposed of until they are occupied and 
settled, and asking Congress to appropriate a | 
million and a ha'f of that land for the erection 
of manufacturing establishments to Increase the 
value of the public property which is all around. 
Where is the authority for such an act, and what 
constitutes the differehce between a railroad es- 
tablished and erected by the State, and-a manu- 
facturing establishment? None whatever. You 
may carry the principle mto every power that be- 
longs to this Government, into every question |! 
which involves our prosperity and our happiness. 
It is a principle which will not bear investigation, 
and one which- a member having conscientious 
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| ment man, believing in the unlimited powerof the | 


| ary war. 
i a donation of a million and a half of acres of land, | 


| constitutional grounds, every Senator must know 


| the public lands which we may think proper, pro- | 


scruples as to the powers which he has under | 
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the Constitution in acting here, may well doubt |; 
about carrying out. Now, here is a limitation |i 
on a power, or there is no power at all. How |! 
can I exercise it? I esnnotdoit. But you say, | 
you advance the prosperity of the country; you 
increase the value of the public lands. Well, if 
you adopt the principle that Congress can do any- 
thing to increase the value of the public prop- 
erty, all controversy in relation to the Cumber- 


land road will have ceased; all controversy about |: 


1 
internal improvements will have ceased, because | 
you make the discretion, the judgmeut of the rep- | 
resentatives the limitation of the power under 
which they are acting. It is remarkable, that if a 
citizen and politician goes from any part of the 
Union to.the western States, he forgets all that he 
may have learned in early life of the powers of the 
Government in relation to internal improvements, 
and comes back here a thorough internal-improve- 


Governmentin such matters. Thisisnot the effect i 
of reasoning upon the mind, but it-is the result of | 
the interests by which he is surrounded and con- i 
trolled. I do not blame him; but, being myself 
uninfluenced by any such circumstances and con- 
siderations, I can reflect upon the subject; and I 
am constrained—although going against my in- 


‘fore, to answer that question. 


|i that we can. 
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to increase the trust fund. 


I do. not argue the 


| question of our right to donate, as. we do not pro- 


pose to donate, Ido not deem it necessary, there- 
We propose to 
: make a proper constitational and legal disposition 
[of the lands, ina mode that will benefit and in- 
i crease the trust fund under our charge. The 
power is expressly given; there is no limitation 
| upon it; but I confess that we are bound to exer- 
cise that power ina manner thatis consistent with 
the trust placed in our hands. We. must not 
diminish, but we should increase and improve that 
trust fund, and make it bring the largest amount 
Now, sir, suppose that you hada 
| large section of the public lands entirely inundated, 
so that they were not worth a farthing per acre, 
Suppose the giving away of one-tenth portion of 
these lands would render the whole of them avail- 
able and saleable; if you have not the power to 
give away the one-tenth on condition that the other 
shall be. rendered available, the whole is worth 
nothing—it is waste, entirely valueless: but by 
giving away a portion you render the remainder 
valuable, and thus gain considerably by it; would 
any one say that it was not wise, if it was his 
own individual property, to make that disposition, 


| or a portion of it, in order to render the other 


available? And if wise in his own case, is it not 


clination, whieh is, that the country should be 
improved as rapidly as possib!e—to act according |; 
to my own conscientious convictions, 

It is true, as stated by the Senator from Ala- 
bama, that the public lands there are of no value; 


it is true that they belong to the Government. But i t 1 
i! and increase its value by this mode of disposing 


what is to be done with them? How can the Gov- 
ernment dispose of them? Where is the power 
todo so? It is believed by many that there is 
none. We have-never made a donation in this 
country that has not been controverted, even in 
cases of donations to individuals. Ina case of a: 
donation to an individual, in which the Senator | 


from Kentucky and other gentlemen interested |i 


themselves, it was put upon the principle of com- 
pensation for services rendered im the revolution- 
Yet we are called upon to-day to make 


and to justify ourselves on the ground that we are 
promoting the public interests thereby, by increas- 
ing the value of the adjacent land. Why, sir, | 
where is the power in this Government to make a 
donation to A in a manner that presses B into pay- 
ing doublé price? How is it that A became a 
beneficiary under the Constitution, whilst you put | 
a penalty upon B? But it is said that both will |) 
be benefited. Well, the principle is the same. 
Where is the power under the Constitution that | 
we have to benefit one that another may be bene- || 
fited also? The Government is not founded upon | 
such a principle, and when we carry it out on such | 
principles, we are carrying it out erroneously; we 
are making the limitation of the power under | 
which we act depend upon the discretion of men. | 
l repeat that I am anxious to vote upon these į 


country, give ease and comfort to our people, and | 
facilitate the access to markets; but when my judg- | 
ment comes in conflict with my inclinations on |; 


|| for land that is not worth it? 


wise and proper in our case, also, provided we are 
the trustees, as the Senator alleges? Clearly I 
think so. I think, therefore, that is a constitu- 
tional disposition of them, a legal disposition of 
them, which proposes to improve the trust fund 


of the property. 

But the Senator from Georgia asks me, where 
is the power to make the purchaser pay double 
price for the land? Sir, we da not propose to 
make him pay double price for the land. We 
have land that is comparatively valueless, if not 
entirely so, that will not sell at the present price, 
| because, as at present situated, it is not worth 
it. You cannot get a dollar and a quarter per acre 
for it, because it is not worth a dollar and a quar- 
ter, But we propose now to give away half of it, 
on condition that the other half shall be rendered 
worth two and a half dollars per acre. . And, after 
this improvefiient is made, the Jand being. worth 
two and a half doliars per acre, the purchaser 
buys it for what-it is worth. Js itany hardship on 
him to sell him land worth two and a half dollar 
per acre for two and a half dollars, in preference 
to compelling him to give one and a baif dollars 
It is no tax on the 
purchaser. If we compel him to pay more money, 
we give him better land; he gets an equivalent for 
his money, and therefore it isno tax. Itis no 
more atax to give ten dollars per acre for land 
worth that amount, than to give one dollar and a 
quarter per acre for land only worth one dollar 
and a quarter. Hence that objection vanishes in 
a moment. And must remind the Senator that 
this point of hardship on the settler, compelling 
him to pay a double price for the land in question, 
is done at our own consent; and being so, is it 
not reasonable to suppose that we have been more 


| 
| 
| 
i 
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i 
questions in such a manner as wiil improve our | 
i 
| 


that I must abide by what I conscientiously be- 
lieve to be an objection. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. One word, sir, in answer to 


the questions propounded by the Senator from |! 


Georgid. In reply to the honorable Senator’s 
question, where is this power to be found, I refer 
him to the clause of the Coustitution of the United 
States which says that Congress may prescribe 
rules for the disposition of the public lands, terri- 
tories, and other property of the United States. 
The power to dispose of the public lands is given 
in so many words, and where a power is express- 
ly given without any limitation, I apprehend that 
it is our duty to judge of the terms of sale. We j 

i 

i 


| 
| 


have a right to sell upon credit or to seil for cash. 
We havea right to make any other disposition of 
vided that disposition is in accordance with the: 
nature of the trust. In other words, we may make 


any disposition of these publie lands which tends } 


ip 
ii to the 


i Mr. BUTLER. 


| likely to look into this question carefully and 


practically than those so far removed from the 
| scene of action that they cannot have that per- 
i sonal knowledge? Is it probable that: E or my 
| colleague would be willing to impose. such hard- 
ships on the people of our own Stale? We have 
utin this provision because we believe it is, Just 
Government to- put it there; becavse we be- 
‘lieve itis just to our own people to put te there. 
! We know that the land is not now worth the 
| Government price. We believe it will be worth 
| double, if not treble, the Government price by the 
| construction of this road. ‘Phat bemg the ease; it 
| will be for the advantage of the setters ang pur- 
' chasers, as well as for the advantage of the Gor- 
ernment, that the value of the land should be in- 
i 

| 

$ 


r 
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| creased, and the price increased also, . i will not 
occupy avy more of the time of the Senate, as 
the subject has been riready thoroughly discussed. 
Mr. President, i had no. idea 
of entering into this discussion, wer do | proposes 
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to go further intc nto submit to the 
Senate one or two propositions to show the fallacy 
of some of the grounds which have been assumed. 
It is said that you are to take alternate sections six 
miles each side of the road; and if you cannot 
-find it within. the six miles, you are to take it 
where you cati find it, provided you take it contig- 
uously,. If you cannot find it contiguously twenty 
miles off, you may go fifty miles. Very well; can 
we by a mere statutory fiat, make the alternate 
section. fifty miles off worth $2 50, because they 
“‘have.taken one worth $1 25 by this grant? I do 
“not-see how this effect is to be produced. 

Mr. SHIELDS, (interposing.) Will the hon- 
orable Senator yield the floor for a moment? J 
will state upon that point, that the land selected at 
a distance from the road:is merely the alternate 
section to be granted. : 

Mr. BUTLER. Then there is no increase in 
price in any another section to correspond to it. 

Mr. SHIELDS. It maybe that the land thus 
selected will not be more than fifty thousand acres. 
But it would be unjust for the alternate section in 
that case to be enhanced in price; and I willsay, 
in that particular case, the Government must suffer 
a loss in consequence of the selection of land at 
that distance. 

Mr. BUTLER resumed. Thatisa fair state- 
ment. Sir, I had not read the bill, and did not 
see how this was to be balanced. Not to dwell 
upon that point, I presume that, if the Senator 
from Illinois is correct, the road will at least run 
for fifty or one hundred miles through settled Jand. 
I suppose it is not an extravagant proposition, that 
it may run one hundred miles over contiguous cul- 
tivated lang. Then where are they to go for their 
land? I will answer for it that, with four hun- 
dred miles from which to choose; they will find 
where the best lands are, and they will find them 
‘contizguous,”? too. I should not want a better 
Jacob’s staff to show me where the best lands are. 
They would find their contiguous lands, 1 will an- 
swer for it, among the best unoceupied lands upon 
the Tombigbee, or somewhere else upon the route. 
Itis nothing more nor Jessthan, under this pretext, 
to select good lands to pay for the public roads 
through the State of Ilinois, to be connected with 
Mobile. Now, how will you get through Ken- 
tucky and Tennessee? You make a road, and re- 
ceive lands—some in Alabama, some in Missis- 
sippi, some in Iinois—and with these lands you 
construct a road through Kentucky and Tennes- 
see, I suppose they are to get a charter, which is 
intended to supersede or to evade that clause of the 
Constitution which provides that the consent of 
Congress shall be obtained before any two or more 
States shall form a compact or agreement. 

Now, sir, if one of these great national thorough- 
fares is to be formed, I would indicate a very dif- 
ferent route. I think there might be found in the 
neighborhood of Charleston one hundred and fifty 
miles of public lands; and the road might he laid off 
through Georgia, Alabama, Tennessee, and Hlinois. 
There would be no difficulty atail. [heard the Sena- 
tor from Missouri [Mr. Bexron] say something the 
other day about “ tacking bills,’’ but this system 
of taking alternate sections to make a road is 
giving to the different States, the power to regulate 
a thing, which above all others should be publici 
jeris—the public highways. I agree with ehe 
Senator from Georgia, [Mr. Dawson,] that I can- 
not consent that the Congress of the United States, 
as a fiduciary proprietor, has any right to sell or 
dispose of the public lands otherwise than to sub- 
serve the ends of the trust. It bas no right to give 
them away, even to Hungarian heroes. I know 
you have done it; you have done a greatdeal. It 
Introduces a system of partiality of all others most 
fatal, introducing elements of local jealousy in the 
United States. F, sir, should much prefer the sys- 
tem of the honorable Senator from Kentucky, 
[Mc. Cray;] for I think itis not only more liberal, 
but more correct. 

I, for one, would much prefer to-morrow that 
the public lands should be sold for what they 
would-bring, and the proceeds thereof distributed 
among'the soldiers and officers of the war of 1812 
and of the recent Mexican war, and thus withdraw 
them:entirely from the field of political influences 
and party warfare. L would decidedly prefer it. 
-T-shall_never have a dollar of interest in the 
matter.” As far as my State is concerned, I stand 
somewhat.in the condition which is called (in 
x of A jury) a state of indifferency, and am 


enabled, I think, to look upon the subject fairly 
with reference to the interests of the whole United 
States. For the Government of the United States to 
assume to be a speculator in the public lands, upon 
the ground of being a fiduciary proprietor in them, 
is an undertaking to which I never have and never 
shall give my consent. 1 do not believe that as a 
simple trustee it has the right to enter into any 
such speculation. Such measures are advocated 
on the ground of the public good of the whole 
country; but I find that there is usually some 
strong local interest at the bottom. Selfishness 
his a powerful stimulus, and is very apt to lead 
those who advocate measures of this kind to talk 
largely of the welfare of the poor settlers who are 
subjected to the hazards of pioneers going into 
those lands, not encouraged by the Government, 
&e., &e. Now, sir, I am very much inclined to 
think that the people who settle in Iowa, Wiscon- 
sin, Michigan, and those other States in the West, 
have gone there under the most favorable circum- 
stances, to settle on the richest lands, and to avail 
themselves of the richest part of the globe. It is 
very well to talk about the neglect and indifference 
of the Government to the welfare of new settlers; 
but, in point of fact, go people were ever so favor- 
ably dealt with both by nature and by the laws. 
They take. possession of the richest portion of the 
globe at a price which is hardly more than a 
nominal one; and they will have the sceptre, in- 
deed they have already the sceptre, of Govern- 
ment in their hands m this country, and they 
receive freely of the treasure and resources of the 
common country to improve that which is of itself 
so preéminently valuable. They will have what 
they ask for now, sir. This bill will pass, as I 
have said, it is linked on to a great many bills to 
provide great public highways through influential 
States, and I am well assured that the plan will be 
accomplished; but | am not very willing that the 
Congress of the United States should be made 
the instrument of diverting the natural currents of 
trade and travel in favor of certain localities, b 
virtue of a merely incidental circumstance, suc 
as that the public lands of the country lie excla- 
sively in certain States. I shall vote against it in 
every shape into which you may putit. But still 
it will pass. I am now speaking against the 
wind. You are proposing to give this privilege 
for a distance of hur hundred miles through the 
body of a State, and to allow, when the lands 
have been sold in the vicinity of the route, that 
others shall be selected twenty, thirty, or perhaps 
fifty miles distant. It is notan equitable distribu- 
tion of the common property of the States of which 
the Government of the United States js a mere 
| trustee, and for whose benefit we are bound to ad- 
minister them. It would be far better to distribute 
the assets equally among the different States ac- 
cording to the policy of the distinguished Senator 
from Kentucky, or else to sell them out at the 
very lowest prices to the actual settler. 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, l rise to do noth- 
ing more than to express an opinion or two, and 
not to enter into the general discussion. [am very 
| glad to learn that such a great measure of public 
justice as I deem it—as the distribution of the pro- 
ceeds of the public lands—commends itself to the 


I| approbation of my friend from South Carolina, 


[Mr. BUTLER,] and that he now deems that an ac- 
ceptable measure which 

Mr. BUTLER, (interposing.) Ah! I am sure 
that my friend from Kentucky will allow me to say 
that I was looking at alternatives; and, doing so, 
I bad a right to say which of two events | would 
deprezate least, without being understood to desire 
either. 

Mr. CLAY. Well, sir, it is exceedingly agree- 
able to me to hear the honorable Senator express 
an opinion—either with or without the modifica- 
tion he has now made—at all favorable to a great 


dounded greatly to the benefit of posterity; and I 


project is brought forward, to go for it, 

Sir, with reference to the particular question be- 
fore the Senate, I have arisen merely to say, inthe 
first place, that I entertain no doubt about the gen- 
eral power, under proper guards and appropriate 
restrictions, to make the species of appropriations 
of the public lands which is here contemplated; and 
I hope to see a portion of that power extended to 


our lakes, and our rivers, and our harbors. {am 


cannot but hope that his fear of the entire waste of | 
; the public lands will induce him, if some similar | 


| relation to Tennessee and Kentucky. 


ready, for one, to concur in any cautious, but lib- 
eral measures for the improvement of those lakes, 
and rivers, and harbors. The Ohio river—the 
greatest thoroughfare in this country, with the ex- 
ception of the Mississippi—has depended almost 


i for the possibility of @avigating it upon the exer- 


cise of this same general power, which I believe 
the Government possesses. | have no doubt, I can 
entertain no doubt, of the right of the General Gov- 
ernment, as one of the greatest—the very greatest — 
of landholding proprietors, to appropriate a por- 
tion of that land for the purpose of making the re- 
mainder more valuable and available. 

A great deal has been said about the trusteeship 
of the Government. It is true that all government 
is a matter of trust. Individual men are trustees 
created by Providence, bound to administer their 
faculties to the best advantage, not merely for 
themselves, but for their fellow men. Butif, by 
the use of the term trustee, it is proposed to quali- 
fy, limit, or restrain the trust so as to resemble 
the ordinary trusts that are created in the course 
of human transactions, | do not concur at all in 
that idea. The Governmentis a trustee for the 
purpose of administering the affairs of the nation 
according to its best judgment for the good of the 
whole, and all the parts of the whole. With re- 
spect to the State of [linois—and I believe the 
same is true to a considerable extent with reference 
to Mississippi and Alabama, but I happen to know 
something personally of the interior of the State of 
Dlinois—that portion of the State through which 
this road will run js a succession of prairies, the 
principal of which is denominated the Grand 
Prairie. I do not recollect its exact extent; but it 
is, I believe, about three hundred miles in length, 
and but one hundred in breadth. Now, this road 
will pass directly through that Grand Prairie 
lengthwise, and there is nobody who knows any- 
thing of that Grand Prairie, who does not know 
that the land in it is utterly worthless for any 
present purpose—not because it is not fertile, but 
for the want of wood, and water, and from the 
fact that it is inaccessible, wanting all facilities for 
reaching a market, or for transporting timber, so 
that nobody will go there and settle while it is so 
destitute of all the advantages of society, and the: 
conveniences which arise from a social state. And 
now, by constructing this road through the prairie, 
through the centre of the State of Illinois, you 
will bring millions of acres of land immediately 
into market, which will otherwise remain for years 
and years entirely unsaleabte. 

Well, so with regard to Alabama and Missis- 
sippi: the road which is proposed will pass through 
what is called the Pine Barrens. The soil there, 
except in occasional spots, is entirely valueless, 
though it is covered with timber which is intrin- 
sically very valuable, but now worthless, because 
it is unapproachable, and not available for the 
want of some means of transport to a market. 
Well, by running this road through thoseportions 
of Mississippi and Alabama, you will again bring 
into market an imrnense amount of lands, increas- 
ing their value to the benefit of the treasury of the 
United States. ; 

Now, isit possible that the Government, trustee, 
| or whatever you may choose to call it—an intel- 
į ligent being, at any rate—is not bound to manage 
the property belonging or intrusted to it in such a 
i Manner as Shall, in its own judgment, redound 
most to the benefit of the whole country? And 
in promoting the good of the parts, you promote 
the good of the whole. Is there a man even in 
Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Tennessee, Ken- 
| tucky, Illinois, or the adjoining States, who will 
not, In one way or another, avail himself of the 
advantages of such a road in the facilities for travel 
| or transportation? It will furnish a eentinuoug 
route from Chicago to Mobile. And Georgia has 


3 e—a ‘ ' already her iron arms stretching out in the same 
national measure of justice which would have re- | i 


| direction, and will readily form junctions with the 
Alabama road. 


| Alg 
| Che honorable Senator from South Carolina 
F 


[Mr. Burter] 


} 


has anticipated some difficulty in 
to I Why, sir, 
the project is to carry the road from Mobile to the 


| mouth of the Ohio river, or to some place in that 
| vicinity, perhaps to Columbus, a town a few miles 
| below the mouth of the Okio—thus making one 


grand line from Mobile to Chicago, or wherever 
the northern terminus may be, passing through 
Kentucky at that part of the State where it is ex- 


tremely narrow; and J cannot think there will be 
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any difficulty under the provisions of this. bil, 
either in that State or in Tennessee, on account of 
the want of public lands along the route. It isim- 
possible, in the administration of the great inter- 
ests of this country, to distribute the advantages of 
the administration equally amongst all the Siates. 
Take the collection of the revenue for example. 
Jn the city of New York alone, there: are eight 
or nine hundred functionaries connected with that 
branch of the public service, from all whom that 
city derives an advantage in the expenditure of 
their salaries and their residence as citizens there, 
and from other incidental causes. .If we were to 
insist. upon the principle of a precisely equal dis- 
tribution of the benefits arising from such sources, 
we should be obliged to have a corps of eight or 
nine hurdred officers, stationed in every city 
throughout the country, with fixed salaries and 
with no duties to perform; and so of the other 
great interests of the country. But the custom- 
house at New York, and the corps of officers 
maintained at New York, are not intended for the 
benefit of New York. They are for the benefit of 
the whole country; and just so this road, proposed 
to be built in Illinois, is not for the sake of Illinois, 
although she will derive, doubtless, the largest and 
most Immediate advantage from it. It is for the 
sake, in the first place, of the public lands, and for 
the sake of the commerce, and travel, and intér- 
course, between the people of this great republic, 
which, the more the facilities of intercommunica- 
tion are augmented, becomes the more harmonious 
and homogeneous in all its parts. 

Then, sir, I am in favor of these measures. I 
have not had it in my power to look into the bill 
with that care that I ought to have bestowed. I 
confess I have some hesitation, unless itis put un- 
der. proper restriction, about going so far from the 
road on*either side of it—a distance of six miles. 
To go away off where the making of the road will 
ereate no additional value to the land; is doubtful, 
especially unless it is placed under proper re- 
strictions. But so many of these restrictions are 
provided that I cannot entertain a doubt as to the 
exercise of this power—a power of this Govern- 
ment by whatsover name it may be called, of 


which I can have no doubt as to its right, or of | 


the propriety of applying a portion of the public 
jand in order to increase the value of the rest. 
These are my views and opinions. I do not in- 
tend to discuss these subjects now, for I have often 
discussed them heretofore; but { have thought it 
right to express these opinions thus briefly. 
Mr.SEWARD. Ihave no trouble myself, Mr. 
President, about the constitutional power of the 
Government of the United States to make works 
of national improvement—to construct roads of 
any kind which shall serve for great national ob- 
jects. I can conceive of no public improvements 
more obviously adapted to promote the welfare 
and prosperity of the country, which are more in- 


dispensable to the security of the United States, | 


than a railroad from Lake Michigan to the junc- 
tion of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers. That being 
so, | think that the Government of the United 
States has a discretion as to the manner in which 
it will accomplish, or aid in accomplishing, such 
an object, and as to the funds which shall be de- 
voted to that purpose. ‘Then the question before 
us, so far as the principle is concerned, resolves 
itself into this: whether, this being a work of such 
a national character, productive of national bene- 
fits, it is one which is entitled to special considera- 
tion on the part of Government now, I think it 
is entitled to very special consideration, which will 


appear from examining the particular condition of | 


the new States, as contrasted with the old ones. 
The old States of Massachusetts, Connecticut, New 
York, Pennsylvania, Virginia, the Corolinas, and 
Georgia, were all the owners of the public do- 
main with their limits. When it was desirable 
for them to construct public works, they were al- 
ways able to appropriate public lands or funds 
arising from the sold lands, orat least the taxes de- 
rived from the lands within their limits. The con- 


sequence has been that all the old States, having’ 


themselves very considerable resources, have con- 
structed, directly or indirectly, very important 
public thorough fares, useful and beneficial to com- 
merce, and particularly totravel, and to the wealth, 
prosperity, and advancement of the whole coun- 
try. Bat they hav 
dividual, unassisted enterprise, unless they have 
been attended by very great delay and embarrass- 


il the whole country—necessary for the welfare and | 


| 


e never been madé by mere in- į 


ment. A greatand extensive country like this | 
has need of roads and canals earlier than there is 
an accumulation of private capital within the State 
to construct them; and so an examination of the 
history of the old States would show that the 
Government of the States has lent or givenits aid, 
directly or indirectly,’to assist individuals or cor- 
porations in the construction of these great public 
works which are now so productive, either to the 
State or to the individuals by whom, in associated 
companies, they are owned 
There are many curious facts connected with 
the history of the internal-improvement system in 
the older States. Whoever will look into the 
statute-book of the colony of New York, will be 
struck with the beginning of the great system of 
canals and roads, which are now partially con- 
structed, and when completed will connect the port 
| of New York with the Pacific ocean. He will 
find, that in the time of Queen Anne the assembly 
of the colony of New York appropriated $800 to 
John Smith, or some other person, for the purpose 
of enabling him to construct a public road, leading 
from New York to the West; and the appropria- 
tion was coupled with the condition, that within 
two years from the time of the passage of the act, 
the beneficiaries should have constructed a road 
wide enough for two carriages to pass from Nyack, 
on the Hudson yiver, to Sterling Iron Works, a 
distance of about twenty miles; and should have 
cut away the limbs of the trees, so high up as to 
allow a carriage, with a calash top, to pass. That 
was the commencement of the internal-improve- 
ment system in the State of New York; which, 
afier the lapse of more than one hundred and 
twenty years, has proceeded no further yet than 
to complete the Erie canal, and to open two rail- 
roads—one of which is completed, and the other 
nearly so—from New York to the mouth of Lake 
Erie. 1 regard this work, which is now under 
consideration here, as an extension of that sys- 
tem, and the whole as constituting a great national 
enterprise—a great national thoroughfare. With 
me, then, the question is, whether it is wise and | 
expedient to devote the public lands for the ac- 
complishment of this purpose; and if so, whether 
it is necessary for the public interest that this road 
should be made earlier than it would otherwise be | 
by private capital. Now, if it be true, as I have | 


their borders, and having unlimited power to tax, 
have still found it difficult and embarrassing to 
prosecute these improvements, then it seems to me 
the case of new States is essentially harder, and 
more difficult, and more entitled to the considera- 
tion of the Government; for it happens that these 
new States are founded upon territory belonging 
to the United States; the United States own the 
lands, and the government of the States cannot ap- 
propriate them. The Government of the United 
States owns the lands, and they cannot be taxed 
except so far as they are sold; and these new mem- 
bers of the Confederacy are tributaries to the Fed- 
eral Government, deprived of the resources which 
the older States have enjoyed for the purpose of 
completing their public works. I think, therefore, 
that the Government owes it to itself, and to the | 
States, to make liberal, and at the same time ju- || 
dicious appropriations, to extend its net-work of 
railroads and canals over these new regions, where | 
the people and the government are unable to con- | 
struct the work themselves. And, if there were 
any apparent fallacy in this argument, Í think 1} 
should nevertheless be convinced of its soundness, | 
by the fact, that all the new States which have | 
undertaken to construct these necessary thorough- 
fares—necessary not only for themselves, but for : 


| prosperity, and even the existence of the Cnion— | 
‘have all found themselves embarrassed and crip- | 
‘pled, and many of them rendered bankrupt, by | 

the attempt to accomplish objects which they were | 
! unable to accomplish, and which the Federal Gov- | 
ernment had ample power to carry into effect. 
is thus that the character of the States has been 
affected. It is thus that the morality of the gov- 
ernments of the States has been impeached; and 
it has been done in the manner I have indicated, 
from the circumstance that it was devolved upon 
the governments of the States to make works of | 
internal improvement, ‘while the resources which 

were applicable to that object belonged altogether 
to the Federal Government. 


i 
| 
| 
i 


said, that all the old States owning lands within |i 


ti 
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| effective support. 


| revenue. 


| 
£ 
| 
| Now, L do not know, but I trust that the day is 


far distant when we: ave occasion for any 
road for the purpose of military defence; but. we can 
all see that the time may come, and we know not 
how ‘soon it may be,-when this and all our public 
roads may.he required for military purposes. 
And if it be right in time of peace to prepare for 
war, then itis right to make these appropriations, 
which are, after all, most, effective securities for 
peace by preventing war, and are most indispens- 
able works of defence in case of actual war. 

I hear it said that the Government of the United 
States is a trustee. Ido not find that the United’ 
States are even called by that title, or described as. ` 
a trustee in regard to this property. It is indeed 
true, that in one sense, a general sense, the Gov- 
ernment is a trustee over these public lands; but 
in no other sense than that they are trustees of the 
exercise of their responsibilities of governing. It 
seems to be supposed that they are fiduciary trus- 
tees, that they have pecuniary trusts, and that their 
trusts consist in holding these lands until they 
can sell them at a certain price, and then selling at 
this price, and then by some process to make, as 
nearly as possible, an equal distribution of the 
avails among all. the people of the United States, 
thus securing an equal individual benefit in the 
land to each individual citizen. Now, sir, I find no 
such limitation of the general powers of govern- 
ment, of the broad powers of the Government over 
this domain. It is a power to hold-it, a power to 
use it, a power to dispose of it, and to dispose of 


! it without any limitations prescribed upon our dis- 


cretion. And then itis, like every other power of 
the Government, to be exercised with judgment, 
wisdom, and a due regard to the best interests of 
the country. What, then, is the best and highest 
interests of the people of the United States m re- 
gard to this domain? It is not to derive from it 
the highest amount of current revenue; it is not to 
accumulate in our coffers the highest and greatest 
amount of avails in the sales of the public lands 
which is attainable. But itis to bring them into 
cultivation and settlement in the shortest space of 
time and under the most favorable auspices. And 
why is this the best interest of the Government? 
It is because the power of the Government ts in- 
creased just in proportion as population is extended 
over what now constitutes the public domain, and 
that the wealth of the Government increases in the 
same ratio as the increase of population, and that 
the taxable ability of the people for purposes of 
peace and war is increased by the extension of the 
population and by the increase of wealth. I can 
conceive it possible that it is more profitable, more ` 
conducive to the interests of the people of ‘the 
United States, even ina fiscal or purely financial 
point of view, to make large appropriations from 
this domain for the purpose of enhancing their 
more speedy settlement, than it wouid be to retain 
them in a miserly grasp for the mere purpose of 
It is therefore upon the ground that the 
most expedient and beneficial disposition of this 
portion of the public lands is to devote it to the 
construction of public roads beneficial to all the 
people of the United States, as well as to the States 
which are immediately traversed by it, that Iam 
in favor of the principle of this bill, and of all sim- 
ilar bills which are properly guarded in their pro- 
visions, and shall give them my most cordial and 
I hope that the bill will be 
assed. 

Mr. CASS. I hold in my hand, Mr. President, 
an act almost like the one we have now before us, . 
passed in the year 1791, authorizing the location 
of two sections in Ohio, upon the condition that 
aroad should be opened and communication es- 
tablished, as this road and ferries were necessary 
to emigration, This act was passed’ during 
Washington’s administration. 

The question being then stated upon the amend- 
ment offered by the Senator from Alabama, 

Mr. CHASE called for the reading of ‘the 


| amendment; and‘it was read accordingly. 


The question being taken upon the amendment, 
it was adopted. ae 

Mr. RUSK. I move to amend the sixth sec- 
tion of the amendment just adopted, by striking 
out all after the words “ that the United States 
mail shall at all times be transported,” and insert 
“at such prices as Congress may by law direct.” 

I wish to make one word of explanation. It 
appears to me to be necessary: to, make some. ar- 
rarigement as to this matter, considering the dif- 
culties we are laboring under at the present mo- 
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i and has graded it; and that the State of Illinois has 


i 
i 
l 
| instructed us to use our efforts here to: obtain an 
| appropriation for this specific line. Tn accordance 


3 > ma] 

i i ja th ti ils i twelve or fifteen miles only, while | 

i Noi thé transportation of the mails, distance some n miles only, while | 
Then nails require ea ravägant prices—there || it extended the road to the Mistas ppi river, in- | 
ne no competition-in ma —ar inating it at an inland town. i 
being no competition.in many places at all and, || stead of term g 
| 

t 

H 


vi faot, dictating their own terms. Every one The question being taken upon the amendment, |, with those instrugnones | mought it my duty to 
in. fa all familiar with this subject knows that |j it was adopted. —— er ; ofat tis smen ment, but will not press it. 
wag been `a. matter of controversy for many Mr. BUTLER inquired. where the railroad was || withdraw tt. 


co feat : ii d to amend the amendment 
AR te ai that this mat- || to go by the amendment just adopted. ji Mr. CHASE move : ent, 
yee ved Jaen and pic Congrés should re- Phe PRESIDING OFFICER said that it would |; so as to restrict the right of way to sixty feet, in- 
gaire the oad to transport the mail af reasonable. || not be in order now to take it up, but it could be || stead of two hundred; and remarked that in the first 


i i i i ) rept 1 lace he did not know what was meant by the ex- 
Sees: ink iti d right to give this || considered when reported to the Senate. - place he di OW n 
ea foe ou sae ef ediablishitie’a raltroad; but Mr. BUTLER acquiesced, and took his seat. pression in the original, that ‘* the right of way 
tis better Ms ie time we arè giving it, to prevent Mr. SHIELDS moved to amend the first sec- shall not exceed an hundred feet on each side of 
them from having the éntire control of the matter, || tion. of the substitute reported from the Committee uie denah herea f i h PEIA 
aid using itas a monopoly. It is not reasonable || on Public Lands, by inserting the words, € accord- | A r. oust 4 means from one end of the 
to suppose that Congress will ever require the || ing to the line already established by law,” the road to the ot a Ti nee f 
ails to be carried at a price by which the railroad || effect of which is to direct the construction of the |i Mr. CHASE. Then, aa he language oe 
id-lose, and L prefer that it should be at such railroad in question, ‘‘ according to the line,” &c. || not express what is meant. it means one hun- 
Siices as Congress maf direct, ~ Mr. KING. Ido not precisely understand the dred feet on each side of the road, then the language 
/ ident i i j in i i i - tion 
> Mr. President, I think with my || object of the Senator in introducing this amend- || needs correction. P 
frien Aan tases that it is very unfortunate that ment; but it occurs to me that it will incumber the || Mr. DOUGLAS. If the Senator will make the 


in chartering railroads have not im- || bill, if we attempt to designate the line. It is for || amendment, I will correet It. . ; 
e n ahe the acesi of carrying the || the State to decide. They charter the company, Mr. CHASE Themen] presume that every 
United States mail at a fair price. It ought to || or execute it themselves, and lay down the route, || one knows ma am t ae wo u vor 
have been done in every instance, and great in- || according as they think it most convenient for the even one hun re i eet, is entirely unnëgosanry, n 
convenience has resulted from its not being done. || interests of the country through which it passes. will st a the companys rat a tl anl enefi 
Unfortunately there is a doubt in the minds of Mr. SHIELDS, (interposing.) Will the Sen- |j them, All the use t at can be ma o it is to 
many gentlemen as to whether we have the right, || ator allow me to explain? The route from the || givea pow space s ore cuien, an 
strictly speaking, to coerce them to carry the mail || mouth of the Ohio river to the southern terminus things of that Sorts an crain yit yi A be ums 
at our prices. We know that in one instance it |] of the Ilinois and Michigan canal has already || proper to san throug our R engt i a ; 
was necessary tô carry the mail arean pe peen estasi ned Ny law, and et Rao a widi of two hundred feet for anything of that 

e at considerable oss of time arge expenditure of money has een a D 8 n nie 2 

ar cee the railroad company would that lines The intention of the amendment is to Mr. KING. as isa very DUNE matter; “a I 
not carry the’ mail at what we considered a fair confine the route to that line. I presume it is al- || will not consume v e time o the enats wil i 
přice. l entirely concur with my honorable friend || ready done, but I wished to make it more specific, || The object is simply to protect the road from the 
that wè should by some means or other avail our- || that it might be understood to be confined to that |i long timber. In order to keep the road safe, it is 


j e facilities afforded by these railroads to || line. : necessary that the timber should be taken away 
eee fails, and I hope that the amendment Mr. KING. Icannot yet understand the ne- || for that distance, so that it cannot be thrown, by 
he lias proposed may be adopted. I am perfectly || cessity of the amendment; for we ought to leave | any ordinary fall, across the road. J do ngt think 
satisfied that Congress will not be disposed to || that matter to be regulated by. the State. | it is necessary to make any change in this respect, 
have the mail carried for less than a fair equiva- Mr. SHIELDS. The State of Ilinois has al- | for it secures safety in traveling. 
lent, and beyond that the companies have no right || ready regulated it. , ; i The question being taken upon the amendment, 
to ask. Mr. KING. Then, where is the necessity of || it was rejected. 

Mr. HUNTER. Imove to strike out at such || our action upon it? fee | The question then recurred upon the amend- 
prices as Congress may direct,” and insert ‘‘free Mr. SHIELDS. I merely wish to make the |! ment reported from the Committee on Public 


fcharge.’? It seems to me that we ought to be || bill conform to the regulation of the State of IHi- || Lands. . ; 
Sriutled to have the mail carried over this proposed nois. j g Mr. WALKER. The amendment of which if 
road free of charge. Weare giving a great deal Mr. FOOTE. I wish to make the single sug- |) spoke, before this amendment was adoj ted, t wish 
to this railroad, and it seems to me that-such a || gestion, that the amendment will have the effect, || now to move, for 1 suppose it wilt be in order. I 
donation as this—something like one million five || to some extent, of embarrassing the action of the || submit the motion to strike out all that part of the 
hundred thousand acres—would be very slightly || government of Illinois upon that point. It may || bill which increases the price of the lands reserved. 
compensated for by carrying the mail free. be necessary to modify the route, and Illinois || Upon that amendment I wish to say a word in 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- || should be left to do what is expedient with regard || reply to what was said by the Senator from Illinois, 
ment of the honorable Senator from Virginia is || to that matter. who sits across the way, ẸMr. Surenps.] After 
not in order. Mr. DOUGLAS. Allow me to make a sugges- |; what he said, | might not make this motion, if it 
Mr. RUSK. The amendment that I offered is || tion. The bill, as originally drawn, was intended || were not for the peculiar position in which I deem 
an amendment to an amendment. It places the |! to be fixed so as to recognize the route of the State || myself and my colleague to stand in relation to 
whole matter under the control of Congress. It || of Ilinois. I think that is the legal effect of it || this subject. A memorial has passed our legisla- 
is but right and proper that they should be al- |) now; but my colleague wishes to give it a greater || ture which amounts to instructions to us upon the 
lowed something for the transportation and deliv- || certainty by adding these words. The object of | subject of donations of the public lands to actual 
ery of the mail at the different places along the || it is to let them know how far to select the line. It || settlers. l know of no proposition which could 
route. A fair rate of compensation would beji is a guide to the government in the selection of a || meet with more opposition in that State than one 
about the same rate as is paid for other freight, |; line; and I think, therefore, that the objections |; to raise the price of the public lands. “Our people 


which would be much less than we now pay. raised to itare not well founded. Itis recognizing || look upon that as a matter which concerns the 
Mr. HUNTER. It does not meet the views | a line already established, and upon which a mil- || rights of man; not of men living in Minois or 
that I have. We are entitied to have the mails | 


lion of dollars has already been laid out, and a j Wisconsin, or in any other State, but wherever 
carried free for this donation. If Congress chooses || route already established by law in the State of || they may live. They look at this with a deeper 
hereafter to give them something to carry thej; Illinois. , - |) principle than a reference to any State. They 
maii, they can do so; but I wish it to be under-;} Mr. BUTLER. Iam satisfied that the gentle- || object to the policy of selling these lands at all, 
stood by that company that we have given them || men do not fully understand the consequences of |; deeming it a right that the community have to use 
all that they have a right to ask, even for the ser- |) their proposition. - I suppose lilinois is a corpora- |! the public lands as a means to enjoy the right to 
vice of carrying the mails. | tion, acting under corporate powers. We can}! live. And they would be strongly opposed to any 

it seems to me, also, that we are departing from || give the corporation of Iilinois such a road as that || proposition for increasing the price of any of the 
the principle assumed in this bill—I mean the |! corporation shall think proper to lay down, but |! public lands. I believe there is not a State in the 
principle of giving alternate sections. It is noth- i; we can annex no conditions that will control that i 


| Union, sir, in which this system of speculating in 
Jug wore nor less than an appropriation of so much | corporation at all. By theamendment, you would |: the publie lands is more in disrepute than in Wis- 
i p y ry l p 


land for internal improvement, precisely similar |! concede to this Government a power over that: consin. J, therefore, in obedience to the instruc- 
in point of principle to an appropriation of money. |) corporation, and in fact enable the Government of | tions of my State, so far from sanctioning any 
] know, sir, there is a difference of opinion in re- f the United States to model the action of the cor- l} proposition to increase the price, shail deem my- 
lation to that subject. Ido not propose to go into j| poration. We have no right to charter a railroad. |: seif under obligation to do what I can to remove 
the matter; but it seems to me that we are depart- | I presume gentlemen will concede thet much, al- |; the price of public lands, for the purpose of grant- 
ing from the principle heretofore established in re- |; though some few maintain the right to cut a canal |! ing them to actual settlers. 

lation to the powers of Government to appropriate || through a mountain, or such a great work; yet not » Took upon it, sir, as a matter of national inter- 
public lands. Heretofore we have made these |! many will maintain that the Congress of the United |) est. Jam confident that theintimation of the Sen- 


appropriations upon the principle and the ground || States can give a charter to modify the action of a | ator from Illinois, was hardly applicable; which 
that we were enhancing the value of our own 


ar y l fF corporation or to control it in any-way. This li was, thatit was perhaps better forme to let Ilinois 
property, while we are now acting upon a differ- j! amendment will either be nugatory or have that |; manage this matter for berself. I must remark 


ent principle. ji effect. I cannot admit the principle at all that we |; that there has seemed to ne to bea little inconsist- 


‘The question being then taken upon the amend- |; may say it shall go to this place or to that place. ency in this matter. In one breath, we are told 
ment submitted by Mr. Rusx, it was agreed to. |) Mr. SHIELDS. The points of termini are al- | 
j | 


ittec r g : 9 ‘that it isa national work. It connects Boston, 

Mr. JONES submitted an amendment to the i; ready established. . through the roundabout way of the lakes, with the 
bil, the object of which was understood to be to || Mr. BUTLER, (in his seat.) That is merely | city of Mobile. Weil, sir, there happens to hea 
secure the location of a branch of the proposed |: a description. |, little spot of earth upon that very route called Wis- 
oed by aronte via Galena, Illinois, to Dubuque, Mr. SHIELDS. I will say that the State of |! consin. It is proposed that the Congress of the 


i 
H 
He observed that it would increase the || Hlinois has already established a line of the road, |; United States shall grant these lands, and 1 hap- 


1850. 
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pen to be an humble member of one branch of her 
representatives here, representing an intelligent, an 
enterprising, and, I believe, a virtuous people. 1 
consequently do not feel it my duty to neglect this 
principle which is cherished -by that people. 
‘Though I may not intermeddle with local matters, 
yet I think that in a national matter of this kind, 
I may have a word to say. When we are called 
upon to make a grant, it isa national road; but as 
soon as we propose to view it in a national light, 
and to prescribe the terms upon which it may be 
made, then it becomes so local that Senators must 
not interfere with it. T certainly say-it with no in- 
vidious view, but the language of the Senator im- 
plied a censure upon me for meddling «with the 
matter. Now, sir, I am for giving the land out- 
and-out to Hlinois, to-help to make the road. I 
believe it to be one of the greatest works in the 
country. Perhaps the Senator from Iilinois may 


know that the legislature of my State have ex- | 


pressed their admiration of the enterprise; and I 
ook upon it as one of the greatest enterprises in 
which this country could engage. I can think of 
mone greater. Anything that improves the con- 
nection between the North and the South is a great 
enterprise. To cross parallels of latitude, to ena- 


ble the man of commerce to make up his assorted | 


cargo, is infinitely more important than anything 
you can propose within the same parallels of lati- 
tude. 1 look upon it as a great chain to unite the 
Worth and South. It is an enterprise of national 
interest. Nothing, I believe, will more advance 
its prosperity. Í am willing to give this land, 
out-and-out, to this great enterprise, not for the 


benefit of illinois merely, but of Wisconsin, of | 
Maine, of New Hampshire, and of every State || 
upon the great line from Maine to Louisiana. I| 


am willing to show the builders of this road a 
magnanimous and a timely generosity, without 


levying a tax upon the consumers of the foreign | 


commerce, upon those who are to pay the revenue 


upon which the Government is to be supported. |} 


You ought not to tax them to make this great thor- 
oughfare. The lands of the West should be opened 


the public produce of the West. 
contend, is to dispose of them to this agricultural 
population of the country, and thus to increase 
the interests of the country. In this broad view 
of national policy and national interest, E believe 


my motion to be correct, and I should be gratified |; 


if the Senate would concur with me in this view. 
Mr. KING. A great deal that has fallen,from 
the honorable Senator has met my entire concur- 
rence. [ cannot understand, however, precisely, 
the view taken by the Senator from Wisconsin, 


States have a right to the public domain, at any 
specific price. We, in our wisdom or folly— 
whichever it may be—have, upon several occa- 


sions, ‘changed the system of the public lands. | 


We sold upon the credit system—of paying one- 


fourth of the price—at two dollars, but findjng that |! 


it was ruining the new States, it was changed. It 
was sold for what the land was worth; but the 


several States ran into debt, by purchasing land at ||. 


forty, fifty, and eighty dollars an acre; it accumu- 
lated until the system was changed, and they were 
released from a debt which they could not by any 


possibility have paid. Congress, in its liberality, | 


made a provision changing it into the cash system, 
and reducing the land to adollar and a quarter an 
acre, which is now the price, and by this means 
relieved the new States by a transfer of the land, 
and got ridof the debt. The Government of the 
United States received more money, selling their 
lands at one dollar and a-quarter an acre than they 
had before under the ruinous credit system. 


Iam in favor of having the country cultivated | 


and settled by an agricultural population. Iam 
for giving channels of communication between the 
North and South. It willlead to general prosper- 
ity, not only ina commercial point of view, but it 
will relieve us from any prejudice and unkind 
feeling growing up among us; for, intermingling 


one section with the other, every uncivil feeling | 


will be supplanted. I hope the honorable Senator 
will not persist in hisamendment; for these lands— 
now of little or no value—are increased in value 
by the work which we execute, by giving a por- 
tion of the public land for the making of the road. 
Is there not some propriety in causing it to be sold 


| might be authorized to enter upon it, and havea 


y i! adopted or not. 
to the agricultural population who are willing jj 
to settle upon them. This will increase immensely || 
The true way, I | 


i} in the twenty-sixth line, and to insert after the 


| that amendment will not prevail. 


‘ should pass, I do not know whether I should vote 


offered. at Government sale, it would bring six, 
eight, or ten dollars? You give it an intrinsic 
value, which it had not before, by throwing open 
the channel of communication, by an appropria- 
tion of these lands whose produce cannot be easily 
taken to market. It would therefore be rather a 
favor than anything“else to the actual settler upon 
the lands, to authorize him to take at $2 50. Ifit 
is offered at auction, that will be the minimum; if 
it is not offered at auction, but suffered to be sold 
by the Government, we gige preémption rights to 
the settlers upon the land, to the exclusion of all 
others. The same regulations might apply to 
these; and they who might wish to take this land | 


preémption right. I hope my friend will not insist 


alternate sections, which will be of the same value 
with the whole as it now is. The Senator wishes 
the road to be made. So do J. I conceive it 
would be of great advantage to the country and 
certainly to the States through which it passes; 
and if embarrassed at all by making these amend- 
ments, as I fear it will be, I hope he will give up 
his objections, and that the vote will be taken. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I should like, in justice to my | 
friend from Wisconsin, [Mr. WALKER,] to be per- 
mitted to say that I did not intend to cast the 
slightest censure upon him; but I will say this, | 
that whatever his intention may be, the effect of | 
his amendment will be, if he offers this amend- į 
ment to his own bill, to killit as dead asa herring. 

Mr. WALKER. {tis by no means my desire i 
to destroy the bill of the Senator from Illinois; | 
but this much [I do say, that when the bill for | 
Wisconsin comes up, I will make every effort be- | 
fore it shall pass with a provision in it to increase | 
| the price of the public lands in that State. I have | 
not the slightest idea that this amendment will be | 
adopted; but I shall vote for the biil, whether it is | 


The question being then taken upon the amend- | 
ment submitted by Mr. Waxxer, it was rejected. 


upon an amendment which would embarrass the | 
| bill probably. 

Itis not a simple donation; it is not giving í 
away the whole of the public land, but retains the | 


Mr. BRADBURY moved to strike out of the | 
; second section all after the word ‘* branches,” in | 
! the sixth line, and before the word ‘* provided,” 


word “land,” in the fourth line, ‘not already | 
sold.” So that the section, when amended, would 
| grant the alternate section of lands within the six 
miles, not already sold. In support of the amend- 


|| ment, Mr. B. said this will present the question, 


and I hope that it will be adopted. 


+ Mr. SEWARD. Whatis the question? How 
{Mr. Warxer,] that the people of the United | 


will the section read as amended. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary will 
read the section as amended. ` 

The section was accordingly read. 

Mr. DAWSON. Do I understand the amend- 
ment to mean that they shall not go beyond the 
six miles to procure their land, and that, if it can- 
not be procured within that range, it shall not 
be granted elsewhere ? . 

Mr. BRADBURY. That is the intent of the 
amendment. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, I hope that 
I believe that if 
it passes, it will be equivalent to the destruction 
of the objects of the bill, What would remain 
would not, in my judgment, be enough to insure 
the construction of the road. If the amendment 


for the bill myself. 
| worth contending for. 
i will not prevail. 
| Mr. BRIGHT. Iam very glad that the Sena-: 
tor from Maine [Mr. Brapsury] has made this | 
motion. 


I should hardiy regard it as 
I hope, therefore, that it | 


system. I fear the Senator from Illinois [Mr 
Doveras] would have considered it somewhat ou 
of place for me to have made the motion, and ye 
it ought, in my judgment, tobe made. I think itis 
right in itself, This company, in my opinion, 


from the route of their road to search for lands. | 
_If, in the location of this road, there be land un- į 
| sold within. six miles of the route, [, for one, will | 
| not object to giving them the alternate section of | 


at the minimum price of $250, when, if it was |; the public domain; butto go beyond that would, I | 


i| Senator upon that point. The State of Ilinois 


Iam glad that it has come from a State || 
which has not so immediate an interest as the ; 
State which [ represent has in the public land | 


i 
| 

should have no right to go more than six mie 
iE 
i 


think, be a dangerous experiment. Again, I 
would observe that 1 think itis wrong to add to or 
double the price of the land which remains. . It 
amounts simply to taking two prices. out-of the 
pockets of the man who purchases. I think ‘the 
principle wrong, and I am in favor of this amend- 
ment, giving each alternate section of land within 
six miles, and not, sir, of allowing the company to 
travel indiscriminately throughout the State, to 


take the best Jand wherever they could find it. 


That they would do so is a necessary inference. 
We are giving to this company the pick of thess., 
public domain, when other companies are con- 
structing their roads out of their own pockets, and 
without any such assistance. I conceive that there 
is no justice in any such claim. Upon the same 
principle that this land is given to Illinois, other 
States similarly situated will come in for similar 
grants; and if the lands in Hlinois remaining un- 
sold are of small value, those of lowa, Wisconsin, 
&c., are extremely valuable. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I wish to state to my 
friend. : 
Mr. BUTLER. Will the Senator give way. to 

a motion to adjourn? . 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Oh, no; I hope that we may 
get through with this bill in a few minutes more. 

In the first place, Lam sorry to hear the senti- 
ments expressed by the honorable Senator from 
Indiana, [Mr. Brieut.] He says that he is glad 
that the motion to amend came from the State of 
Maine, and not from Indiana. He thinks the 
principle of this bill is wrong. Sir, the delegation 
from Indiana did not think it wrong when J aided 
them in obtaining an appropriation of eight hun- 
dred thousand acres of land for the purpose of in- 
ternal improvements in that State. 

Mr. BRIGHT, I was not then in Congress. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I know that; but it was at 
the unanimous request of the delegation of that 
State that we reported it. I hope there is not to 
be any little childish jealousy between the two 
States; so that when the one has been served her- 
self with what she requires, she should turn round 
and use her influence to prevent the other from 
being aided in the same way. I know that my 
friend can have no such feeling. And now with 
regard to another point: My friend from Indiana 
is, E think, laboring under a mistake. fle seems to 
think that this grant is going to the benefit of a 
company. : 

Mr. BRIGHT. The State has, I believe, char- 
tered a company. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. There is no such company 
now. Thecompany have released to the State all 
their right, title, and interest in the charter, and 
the State is now alone interested. 1 hope that this 
amendment will not prevail. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I trust that the vote will be 
taken on this amendment, and that it will be de- 
cided one way or the other. 1 have merely to 
say to my honorable friend from Indiana, [Mr. 
BrieuT,] that if we get anything, if Congress is 
willing to deal liberally by us, it ought to be some- 
thing which will enable us to accomplish the object 
in view. Now we have no right. to any portion 
of the public domain. We set up no claim to it. 
We do not pretend to say that we have any right. 
We simply wish to get what we can as a gift to 
aideus in a specific work, and, as I said, if Con- 
gress consents to aid us, it ought to go far enough 
to secure the accomplishment of the object. 

Mr. BRIGHT. If the Senators from MHiinois 
can satisfy me that the State of Ilinois would be 
and remain the proprietor of this work, I weuld 
withdraw my objection. 


Mr. SHIELDS. One word. 


I will relieve the 


Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, will my col- 
league allow me 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
from Illinois, upon the left of the chair, yield the 
floor? : f 

Mr. SHIELDS. Certainly. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. If the Senator from Indiana 
[Mr. Brien] will go with me to my residence, E 
will show him a duplicate release from the com- 
pany. to the State of Illinois, of all their rights, of 
every kind, unconditional and complete. The 
road belongs entirely to the State, and not to any 
company whatsoever. I made a speech last year 
against the charter of that company in my Siate, 
because I was not willing to make any application 
to Congress for aid so long as the interest re- 
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sin, Douglas, Downs, Foote, Houston, Jones, King, Morton, 
Sebastian, Seward, Shields, Sturgeon, Underwood, and 
Waiker—23. 


Mr. SHIELDS moved to amend the substitute 
by filling the blank designating the number of 
| years within which the road is to be completed 
| with “ ten;” which was agreed to. 

Mr. BELL inquired if it was now in order to 
move to recommit the bill? . 

The VICE PRESIDENT said that it was. 

Mr. BELL remarked that he was in favor of the 
policy of this bill; but he thought it required 
amendment. He did not propose at this late 
hour, of course, to go into a discussion of the 
questio; and if the Senators wished an adjourn- 
ment, he would move the Senate do now adjourn. 

The question being taken upon the motion, it 
was agreed to; and 

The Senate adjourned. 
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mained out of the State. I would not advocate it 
until the release was made. The release has now 
been made and received. I have received from | 
the Governor of the State a duplicate copy of the 
release, witha certificate of its record in the proper 
office. I would not advocate this appropriation 
until that release was made. 

Mr. DAYTON. i- have been a little struck 
with some of the bearings of this matter as they 
have been presented. ‘The Senator on the other 
side. of the chamber (Mr. Brapsury] proposes to 
‘strike out what would be equivalent to about one- 
“third of the whole grant.. I understand from the 
Senator from Illinois [Mr. Doveras] that there is 
‘about the proportion of one-third of the lands on 
the whole route which are sold 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 1- think, ‘probably, about 
“ that—somewhere from one-quarter to one-half, 

Mr. DAYTON. The matter, then, comes just 
to this point: that when the Government is about 
to present to this State a stretch of the public do- 

main equal to four hundred miles in length and 
four miles in width—for the bill as as it originally 
stood was fora stretch of four hundred miles in 
length by six miles in width, and the reduction of 
one-third will be four miles in width—it is a serious 
question whether she will accept it at all or not, 
inasmuch as the whole amount asked for is not 
ranted. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I will suggest a reason why 
itis so. It is granted on condition that we make 
and complete a railroad the whole length of the i 
route, and put it in operation within a period of | 
ten years; and on the further condition that we- 
transport over it the Government troops and Gov- 
ernment property of every kind free; and, fur- 
:ther, that the mails shall be carried at such a price 
as Congress shall prescribe; and I really doubt 
whether there is enough allowed to enable them 
to comply with the condition. 

Mr. DAYTON. Most assuredly there is nothing 
obligatory in this act. If the act passes, it does 
not compel them to take the land. They are in 
no worse position than they were before certainly. 
If, upon looking into the matter, they find that 
they cannot comply with this condition, all they | 
have to do is not to take the lend. lt imposes no | 
obligation upon the State of Illinois. But what 
is this thing?—the compulsory conveyance of 
troops and munitions of war? What will that 
amount to? Compulsory to carry the United 
States mail for a sum which the Government of 
the United States shall prescribe! The United | 
States will pay a fair price for it. Every man 
knows that the Government will not act meanly | 
and niggardly; and the only good contained in | 
the provision is to prevent any act of extortion | 
from the Government. Now, it amounts literally į 
to nothing at all; it is merely a question whether 
the State of Illinois will bold it worth its while | 
to take a tract four hundred miles in length, and | 
four miles in width. . 

A Senaror. Twelve miles. 

Mr. DAYTON. 1 do not know how the State 
of Illinois would feel, but if it were a proposi- 
tion made to New Jersey, or any of the old thir- 
teen, I think they would rot stand higgting about || 
a few acres on this side or that. Now, sir, it 
strikes me that this is an exceedingly Jiberal prop- 


its agents, to go outside the line of the road, and |; 
make a selection elsewhere. It seems to me it is 
liable to many objections, interfering with other 
interests. Why, if you have a prescribed line of 
route laid down, you see exactly then what you 
are to give, and the State sees what it is to take, 
and then the thing is ended. _ i 

Mr. BRIGHT. Iwish to say a word in reply | 
to airemark of the Senator from Hlinois, [Mr. | 
Doveras.} The Senator remarked that a similar |; 
grant had been made w the State which I have the 
honor in part to represent. Lest I should be un- ! 
derstood as resisting a proposition that had been 
extended to that State, and unwilling to return it | 
to the State of Hlinois, I beg leave to correct that 
statement. The grant made to Indiana for the 
completion of the Wabash and Erie canal was 
eight hundred thousand acres of land—less than 
one-half the amount of this proposed grant. It 
was made with the privilege of going through the 
interior of the State, but confining the selection of 
the land to a certain land district—the oldest and 
most populous part of the State, where the land 
had been in market forty years, anda great deal 
of it not worth fifty cents an acre. Now, sir, 
there is a marked difference between a grant in | 
this case and that proposed by the terms of this 
bill. If we make a grant for the State of Illinois 
under the provision of this bill, giving it the right 
to go to any part of the Siate, and select from the 
very best lands, then they have the privilege of the 
best lands in the United States; far;there are in ll- 
linois some of the best lands to be found, to a great į 
deal of which the Indian title has been extin- 
guished within the last ten years. Upon the same 
principle we must extend the privilege to Iowa and 
Wisconsin, Texas and any of the new States. 
This bill is asking for Ilinois that which I would 
not ask for Indiana. I think with the Senator 
from New Jersey that a grant of land giving to 
Illinois alternate sections within six miles of the 
road is a liberal grant. It is doing better by that 
State than was done in the case the gentleman has || The state of the question was this: 
referred to—the case of Indiana. i! Mr. Jones had moved a reconsideration of the 

Mr. JONES wished to correct a misapprehen- 1; vote by which the House had, on Friday last, sus- 
sion of the Senator from New Jersey, by calling || tained the decision of the Chair, bringing before 
his attention to the fifth section of this bill, which || the House the joint resolution in relation to the 
provided that the Government of Illinois shall || Franklin Expedition, which joint resolution had ` 
pay forall lands which may have been sold for the || previously passed, by the requirement of the rule, 
construction of this railroad, if it is not completed || from the consideration of the House, and taken its 
within a prescribed time; so that the State of Ili- i| place among the business on the Speaker’s table. 
nois may go on and complete this road, except || The Speaker had yesterday ruled that the motion 
say fifty miles at each termini, and for want of |! to reconsider was not in order, because it was not 
the residue of the means to complete the road, will || in ofder to move a reconsideration of a vote upon 
| be compelled to pay back to the United States the i any measure upon which subsequent action had 
whole amount of the price of the lands already || been had by the House, which subsegent action 


sold. : rendered it impossible for the House to reverse its 


Mr. DAYTON. With the permission of the |! proceeding. The joint resolution referred to had 
honorable Senator, the mistake was not on my 


J | been engrossed, read a third time, and passed; 
part, but there was a misapprehension on the part || and a motion to reconsider had been made and 
of the Senator from lowa. ‘The State of Ilinois |i aid upon the table, So that, if now the decision 
is not bound to go on and construct this road. If |! of the Chair should be reconsidered, no effect 
you pass this act, she sees what she has before || could result. From this decision Mr. Jones had 
her, und accepts it or does not accept it. There 


} accepts it : appealed, and, pending the question on the appeal 
| is no obligation incident to the passage of this act 3 nee 


f t | the House had adjourned. 
that imposes any obligation upon her. 


The question, therefore, now recurred, “ Shall 
One word with regard to the matter referred to. || the decision of the Chair, ruling out the motion to 
It is said that we give nothing by this act; in 


reconsider, stand as the judgment of the House?” 
other words, that we mark the price of the land Rosi 


1 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Turspay, April 30, 1850. 
‘The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
THE PUBLIC PRINTING. 


The SPEAKER announced the following mem- 
bers as composing the committee of nine, ordered 
yesterday to be appointed, under the resolution of 
Mr. Wentworvu, to investigate the present condi- 
tion of the public printing, &c.: Mr. WENTWORTH 
of Illinois; Mr. Asumun of Massachusetts; Mr, 
Green of Missouri; Mr. Marreson of New 
| York; Mr. Hoxzipay of Virginia; Mr. Tuome- 
son of Kentucky; Mr. Orr of South Carolina; 
Mr. Cuanpier of Pennsylvania; Mr. Cagis of 
| Ohio. 


THE FRANKLIN EXPEDITION. 


The SPEAKER announced the business first 
in order to be the appeal taken last evening by 
the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Jonxs,] from 
the decision of the Chair. 


Mr. JONES took the floor. 


osition. I am willing to act with some degrte of 
liberality. l have no constitutional scruples about 
it. Nor am I capable of appreciating, in a con- | 
stitutional point of view, any very nice distinction 
between giving this land to the State and giving 


up; we give away one section, and then, instead ij 
of holding the other, we mark it up to $2 50. | 
That is like the Frenchman who marked up ris || 
goods to make them amount to a large sum. We || 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, (interposing) 
desired, he said, before the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee [Mr. Jones] proceeded with his remarks, 
to submit a point of order to: the consideration 
of the Chair. 


mark the land up, and keep it in the market forty || 
years, and then at last say it is good for nothing; | 
sell it for what you can get for it. I have seen | 
something of this marking up. I have no faith | 
in this returning to the Government what is given | 
to the State. Í wish to do the thing with my 
eyes open. As the owners of the land, I think 
we have a right to deal with it for the public in- | 
terests of the country. I do not wish to higgle 
about getting it back cent for cent. If | give it: 
away, I care not about getting it back. Ihave no 
idea that these alternate sections are going to 

| Chair, 


bring this double price. Ido not think such has 
| The SPEAKER (assigning a reason of which 


been the experience of this Government. 
The question being then taken upon the amend- || 
| but little was heard on the left of the Chair) over- 
| ruled the point of order, and decided that the ap- 


ment, it was rejected—yeas 15, nays 23; as fol- 
i| peal was debatable. 


ows: 

YEAS—Messts. Bell, Bradbury, Br 
Dayton, Hunter, Miller, Norris, 7 x 

2 i Mr. JONES then proceeded with his remarks. 

| It was not his object, he said, in submitting this 

i) motion, to bring back the joint resolution which 


When the decision from which 
the gentleman from Tennessee had appealed was 
made by the Chair, on Friday last, it was after 
a motion to lay the joint resolution had been 
reconsidered, and the question had recurred on 
the motion’ to lay on the table. That motion 
was not debatable. He supposed, and if he was 
; mistaken he should be happy to be corrected 
| by the Chair, that in this state of circumstances 

the appeal was not debatable. If the appeal was 
; not debatable then, a motion to reconsider the de- 
| cision of the House would not be debatable now. 
| He submitted the point to the decision of the 


it to any company that the State may choose to 
constitute its agent. Ido not see any very nice 
distinction between making a donation to a State 
to do this work, and to a company that may be 
chartered by the State to do the work, provided 
the State assumes the obligation of saying that the 
work shall be done. I do not see any marked 
distinction, in a constitutional point of view, be- 
tween the act of this Government by the one or 
by the other; and, so far as any beneficial re- 
sults in regard to the Government property comes | 
from it, their property is equally benefited in the 
One as in the other case. 

But, sir, it seems to me that this proposition 
made by the Senator from Maine [Mr, Brapzury] 
isafairand a reasonable proposition. It takes away 
from the bill one of those aspects or provisions 
which, it strikes me, is liable to be improperly 
dealt with. There are fruits likely to arise under | 
this bill authorizing the company, or the State, or 


i 
i 
i 
i 


i 
i 
i 
H 


ight, Butler, Dawson, 


du Phelps, Prati, T 
| Wales, Whiteomb, and Yulee—15. P3 t» Turney, 


i VAY S—Messrs, Atchison, Benton, Borland, Cass, Chase, 
Clay, Cooper, Corwin, Dodge of Jowa, Dodge of Wiscon- 
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had been passed by the House, and upon which 
the original decision of the Chair had been made. 
He had no desire that that resolution should be 
brought back under the motion he had made. 
But his object was to correct what he conceived 
to be the erroneous action of the House, to pre- 
vent it from hereafter being cited as a precedent, 
and thus becoming the law of the House. Now 
the question before the House was'an appeal from 
the decision of the Chair, declaring it to be out of 
order to move a reconsideration of the vote of 
Friday sustaining the decision of the Chair, which 
declared that a reconsideration of the vote refus- 
ing to lay on the table a certain proposition would 
bring that proposition back before the House, 
where it had not been effectually disposed of by 
that motion or that vote. Now, the Speaker, 
when he gave that opinion, remarked that he had 
examined the precedents so far as it was possible 
for him in the limited time at his disposal to do so, 
and that in every case he had found that the re- 
consideration of a vote by which a proposition 
had been disposed of, or had passed from before 
the House, had the effect of bringing that propo- 
sition back before the House for consideration. 
He (Mr. J. y concurred at that time, and did now 
fully concur in that decision so farasitwent. He 
admitted that if a motion to lay on the table pre- 
vailed, then a reconsideration would have brought 
the proposition back before the House. He ad- 
mitted thatfif a motion had been made to refer the 
joint resolution to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and that proposition 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, interposed to a 
question of order. He desired the Chair to state 
to what extent the appeal was debatable. He 
submitted that it was no further debatable than as 
to the grounds upon which the decision of the 
Chair had been made. 

The SPEAKER said, he (the Chair) would 
state, in reply to the point of order, and for the 
information of the gentleman from Tennessee, 
{Mr. Jones,} that the only point before the House 
was, whether a motion to reconsider was in order 
at this time. The Chair was not disposed to in- 
terrupt the gentleman from Tennessee, because he 
was commenting upon a former decision made by 
the Chair. 

Mr. JONES said, he desired to show that the 
two cases were similar; that the other was a simi- 

Jar motion to his—that that motion was reconsid- 
ered, and that this motion might be; he believed 
that he could show the similarity of the two cases 
beyond a doubt, If the proposition had been dis- 
posed of by a vote of the House, then a reconsid- 
eration would bring it back again. But such was 
not the fact in respect to the vote refusing to Jay 
the joint resolution on the table. The proposition 
had been disposed of by a subsequent vote of ‘the 
House, under the operation of the rule; for, after 
the vote negativing the motion to lay on the table, 
a member obtained the floor, and was about to 
proceed with remarks on the merits of the propo- 
sition, when a privileged motion was made, and 
the House went into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, by which the subject was 
passed from under the consideration of the House, 
and was put, with the unfinished business, on the 
Speaker’s table, as effectually as if it had been put 
there by a direct vote. 

Mr. STEPHENS interposed, and disclaiming 
any discourtesy towards the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, [Mr. Jones,] insisted that the remarks of 
the gentleman should be confined to the only point 
at issue. 

The SPEAKER stated that the only question 
before the House was, whether it was in order to 
move a reconsideration of the vote. The Chair 
hoped that the gentleman from ‘Tennessee would 
confine his remarks to, that point. 

Mr. JONES (continuing) said that the Speaker, 
in giving his decision yesterday, made the follow- 
ing statement, as reported in the ‘* Globe:” 

«But the motion now made to reconsider is ruled out of 
order, because it is not in order to move a reconsideration 
of anv measure after subsequent action has been had by 
the House, which renders it impossible for the House to 
reverse that action.” 


Now, suppose that the House had a proposition 
before it, and a motion was made to lay that prop- 
osition on the table, and that motion should fail; 
and suppose that by the subsequent action of the 
House, whilst a member was entitled to the floor 
upon that subject, a privileged question was made 


which not only took the floor from him, but put 
the business from before the House; he (Mr. J.) 
asked, was it the motion made to lay on the table 
which the House negatived, or was it the. privi- 
leged motion to go to other business, by which 
the proposition had passed from before the House? 
And what would become of the right of the mem- 
ber to the floor on that occasion? 

Suppose that vote should be reconsidered and 
the subject should be brought back before the 
House with a motion pending to Jay on the table, 
could the member claim his right to the foor whilst 
that motion was pending? Then, the member’s 
right to the floor was made contingent on the action 
of the House, that they would not lay the propo- 
sition on the table. He did not wish to consume 
the time of the House unnecessarily, put he wished 
that the case should be fairly stated. 
lieved, as he had before stated, that the case was 
precisely similar to that which occurred: on a 
previous day. A proposition was made and voted 
upon. Subsequent action was had, and the sub- 
ject had passed away, and then (the motion to lay 
on the table the motion to reconsider failing) was 
brought back before the House. The motion he 
made was one sustaining the decision of the Chair 
made whilsta motion was pending which had been 
subsequently disposed of. Such was the present 
posiuon of things. He mightbe wrong. He did. 
not admit the binding force of precedent any more 
than the reason of the case at the time satisfied 
his mind that he was right. And if the Speaker, 
orany member of the House, could show hima 
precedents where the reconsideration of a vote 
other than that by which the House disposed of 
the pending proposition had had the effect of bring- 
ing it back before the House, he would withdraw 
the appeal, and acknowledge his error. Nay 
more, he would withdraw his appeal, if a prece- 
dent could be shown where such a reconsideration 


had ever been moved under such circumstances as | 


attended the present case. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, said that he 
had not risen with any intention to discuss the 
appeal, because he thought that it would be avery 
unnecessary consumption of the time of the House 
to do so. 
lateral vote.upon a matter past—where a motion 
had been made to reconsider the vote on the final 
passage of the matter, and that motion had been 
laid on the table—if, he submitted, it were com- 
petent to propose a reconsideration of such a vote, 
it would be impossible for the House to do any- 
thing. It would never be known what was in 
order, or when a measure had been finally dis- 
posed of. Entertaining these views—knowing, as 
the Chair had decided, and as the gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. Jonrs] had admitted, that the 
motion could result in nothing—and having him- 


self made no remarks which called for reply, he i; 


would move the previous question on the appeal. 


Mr. INGE moved that the appeal be laid upon H 


the table. 


And the question was taken, and decided in the | 


affirmative, without a division. 
So the appeal was laid on the table. 
THE CENSUS BILL. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, rose (he 
said) to a privileged question. He moved that 
all debate in Committee of the Whole on the 


state of the Union, on the bill from the Senate || 


providing for the taking of the seventh census, 


should terminate to-morrow at one o’clock, and | 


that the committee should then proceed to vote 
upon such amendments as were pending or might 
be offered. 
The resolution having been read, 
Mr. McMULLEN moved to amend it by stri- 
king out “to-morrow’”’ and inserting “ Thursday.” 
The question was taken and the amendment was 
rejected. f 
The question then recurred on the resolution, 


and, being taken, it was detided in the affirmative. | 


So the resolution was adopted, and the House 
decided that all debate on the bill should terminate 
to-morrow at one o’clock. 


Mr. WINTHROP rose to a privileged question. 


| He moved to reconsider the vote by which the 
resolution had been adopted, and that that motion’ 


be laid upon the table. 

And it was ordered accordingly. 

Mr. PHOSNIX called fer the regular order of 
business. 


He be- ji 


| 


If it were possible to reconsider a col- ;; 


The SPEAKER stated the regular business of 
the. morning hour to be the call of the committees 
for reports. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, moved 
that the House resolve itself into Committeé. of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. SEY 

The motion having been agreed to, . 

The House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state af the Union, (Mr. Toomp- 
son, of Mississippi,) in the chair, and resumed the 
| consideration of the bill providing for the taking of 
the seventh census. : 

Mr. SIBLEY was entitled to the floor. : 

Mr. S. desired to be informed by the Chair, 
whether the bill was now.opén to amendment? 

ate Chair said that no amendment was now in 
order, 

Mr. SIBLEY addressed the committee as fol- 
| lows: When I made the motion yesterday, that 
the committee rise, it was with the hope that [ 
could obtain the floor before the adjournment, and 
induce the House to take up some business of a 
pressing nature, which J wished to bring before it. 
In this | was disappointed.. I have but little to 
say with regard to the bill now before the commit- 
tee, except to give notice of my intention at.the 
proper time to move an amendment, to the effect, 
that the Secretary of the Interior shall. cause. an 
enumeration to be made of all the Indian tribes 
within the limits of the States and organized terri- 
; tories of the Union, so far as this is practicable to 
be done. Sir, this step should have been taken 
long before this period of our history. If there 
had been presented to Congress once in ten years, 
a statement of the actual number of the Indians, 
showing a diminution of twenty or thirty thousand 
at each interval, some inquiry would have “been 
instituted as to the cause of this distressing fatal- 
ity, and a remedy, to a certain extent at least, ap- 
plied. Itis my design at an early day to take up 
| some of the time of the House in the discussion 
j of this subject, when I think L shall be able to 
| demonstrate conclusively, that the wretched and 
| forlorn condition of the remaining tribes is to be 
| ascribed entirely to the unsympathizing and cruel 
| policy of the Government towards them, and to 
; no other cause. 

Sir, during this session we have heard these 


| Halls ring with eloquent denunciations of the 


| 

$ 
1 

| 
| 
t 


oppressor—with expressions of sympathy for the 
: down-trodden millions of other lands; while gen- 
i tlemen seem not to be aware that there exists 
| under the Government of this Republic, a species 
| of grinding and intolerable oppression, of which 
i the Indian tribes are the victims, compared with 
| which, the worst form. of human bondage now 
| existing in any Christian State, may be regarded 
as a comfort and a blessing. 

Mr. Chairman, I am aware that there is a clause 
in the Constitution which is construed by some, 
impliedly to prohibit an enumeration by the Gen- 
eral Government of the Indians not taxed. But, 
sir, it appears to me, that no such construction is 
warranted by that clause. It only forbids a repre- 
sentation to be based upon such an enumeration 
| of untaxed persons. It is evident that no bene- 
| ficial action can be taken by Congress, with refer- 
| ence to the condition of the Indians, without such 
| information of their number and physical condi- 
ition as is sought by the amendment which I 
| propose to offer. Sir, it is high time that"Con- 
gress should do its duty in this matter; and when 
it is ascertained by official statements, that the 
Indians within our limits are diminishing in num- 
ber at the rate of two, three, or four thousand a 
year, inquiry will be quickened into the cause of 
i this awful mortality. I repeat that it is mainly 
ascribable to the defective policy of the Govern- 
ment, and the utter want of sympathy manifested 
in its intercourse with the Indians. aae 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, (Mr. S. yielding 
i for explanation,) stated that orders had been issued 
1 from the department to the several Indian agents 
` to obtain the information which the gentleman 
| wished by his amendment, and that the Govern- 
! ment would be put to unnecessary expense in 
| consequence, as all the information desired had 
already been collected and was contained in a book 
! which was published. A 
| Mr. SIBLEY. Mr. Chairman, I have heard 
| the suggestions of my honorable friend, the chair- 
|! man of Indian Affairs, and am thankful for the 
| information; but, sir, I can tell him and this 
| House, that the measures he states to be in pro- 
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certaining the actual number of Indians 
in the. limits of the United States, will be asin- 
effectual as such trials have ever been. Why, 
‘sir, he endeavor of the department to procure 
these‘facts through their agents has always failed, 
ag ‘such attempts through the same channel will 
ways fail. -> - 
ar peak from personal knowledge, when I assert 
that evén the returns.of the number of the bands, 
which. receive annuities from the Government, are | 
utterly incorrect. ..The -reason why an. Indian 
agent cannot get at thè facts in such cases is, be- 
cause it is the interest of the Indians. to practice 
deceit upon him, by.representing the number in a 
‘family as far greater. than it really is, in order to 
secure a larger proportionate share of their annui- 
ties, which are now paid per capita, as reyuired by 
law. But, sir, when your marshal or his assist- 
ant goes among these bands, he can ascertain their 
true.condition and their numbers, simply because 
‘there is.no object to be gained in deceiving him. 
I have no wish to go further into this subject at | 
present, especially as I have expressed my inten- 
tion to discuss it fully at a future day, when |} 
pledge myself to this House and to the country | 
satisfactorily to maintain the position 1 have as- 
sumed to-day in connection with this subject. 

I have but a word more to say with regard | 
to another amendment I propose to offer to-this 
‘bill, which is, to strike out the provision which 
leaves it discretionary with the Secretary of the | 
Interior to cause to be taken any part or all the | 
statistics of the territories, except those of popu- | 
lation. Sir, | do not see the propriety of placing 
the people of the territories on a different basis in 
this respect from those of the States. It makes 
a distinction between them which is highly invid- 
ious and objectionable. The wealth and produc- 
tions of a territory constitute, so far as they go, as 
much an element of the national greatness as do 
those of the States; and the people of the former 
are just as much interested in having some stand- 
ard whereby to note their progressive improvement 

` in these respects as are those of the latter. I hope, 
sir, that the provisions of the bill before you, 
whatever they may be, will operate equaliy upon 
all portions of the Republic, whether they be found | 
under State or territorial governments. | 

Mr. MILLSON said he felt no special interest in 
the proposition before the committee; he had no | 
reason to believe that hisconstituents would greatly | 


gress for-as 


|| upon the back of an elephant, which was supported 


from Ohio [Mr. Vinton] had declared that Con- 
gress would have possessed the power to make an 
enumeration without that clause of the Constitu- 
tion which provided forthe enumeration; that that 
clause. was simply supererogatory, tautological; 
that the power to make an enumeration of the in- 
habitants of the United States existed independ- 
ently of that clause of the Constitition which 
provided for the enumeration. This was not alto- 
gether. a novel species of argument, though it was 
somewhat extraordinary. The gentleman de- 
rived the power to take the census as an implica- 
tion from.some other power; he inferred the ex- 
istence of a power, and then, by piling implication 
upon implication, arrived at the conclusion, that 
the power to take the census existed independently 
of the clause which required an enumeration of the 


bled the Oriental opinion of the manner in whith 
| the world was sustained. “He alluded to the well- 
known fable representing the world as resting 


upon atortoise; but it could not be told how the tor- 
toise was sustained. ; 
He had shown that the clause of the Constitu- 


j 
f 
H 


fend ate eae TF = 
He was aware that the honorable gentleman | 


inhabitants. The gentleman’s argument resem- | 


various inquiries from the powers vested in Con- 
gress to regulate commerce, to coin money, to lay 
direct taxes; and they defended the exercise of 
this assumed power at this time on the ground - 
that the appointment of agents to take the census 


Constitution could not justify Congress in em- 
ploying him to collect information which they 
ad no authority to obtain. The judges were ap- 
ointed under the authority of the Constitution 
i and laws of the United States, for the purpose of 
| administering justice: could Congress vest in a 
| judge a power, and impose upon him a duty, not 
i authorized in the Constitution? Could they re- 
| quire the judge to make returns of the political 
| opinions of the jurors, of the moral character of 
the bar, and of the witnesses? Surely not. 

Considering the proposition, then, to make 
i these various inquiries, as an independent bill, 
| leaving out of view the fact that it was connected 
|; with a bill to take an enumeration of the inhabit- 
| ants of the United States, he proceeded to inquire 
|, into the grounds upon which. gentlemen on the 
| other side of the House had based “their defence 


ih 
| p 
a 


tion which required an enumeration of the inhabit- 
ants of the United States to be taken, was rather 
the injunction of a duty than the grant of a power; 
but with regard to the other measure which had 
been embodied in the bill of the committee, did 
any gentleman pretend to maintain that the power 
to ask the questions contemplated by the bill, 
resulted from the duty imposed upone Congress 
to take an enumeration of the inhabitants? No. 
Gentlemen on the other side all admitted that the 
power they claimed was deived from other clauses 
of the Constitution. 

He stated these facts for the purpose of show- 
ing that, according to the admission of gentlemen 
| on the other side, these two parts of the bill were 
not necessarily connected. In fact, they were two 
bills; one for the enumeration of the inhabitants, 
and one for the information on various topics 
which was sought by the Committee on the 
Judiciary. This duty of enumerating the inhabit- 
ants’ could only be discharged once in ten years. 
Did the gentleman who reported this bill maintain 
that the Government had the power to make an 
enumeration of the inhabitants of the States more 
frequentiy than once in ten years? 


desire to have, or would at all object to supply, any 
portion of the very curious information which was | 
sougat for by the bill reported by the chairman of | 
the Committee on the Judiciacy. And he did not | 
know that he should have feit a desire to take a} 
part in the discussion, but for the fact that gente- 
men on the other side of the Eicuse, and some on 
his side, felt disposed to sustain the report of the | 
Committee on the Judiciary by ciaiming for this 

Goverment vast, and as it seemed to a very | 
extravagant powers, He did not undertake to say 
that, in order to sustain the bill, it was necessary 
to concede to the Government the powers claimed , 


for it by gentlemen who supported the bili of the |! 


committer; but he did say, that if the proposition ; 
of the Commitee on the Judiciary could not be | 


sustained except by conceding to the Government il 
the powers claimed on the other side of the House, | 


then there existed very strong, very serious ob- : 
jections to taking the information contemplated by |, 
the schedules appended to the bill. i 
They were not now engaged in an act of mere 
voluntary legisiation; they were not engaged in the 
consideration of a measure which they might pass 
or might not pass at their discretion. The bill re- 
ported from the Committee on the Judiciary, atleast 
the bill offered as a substitute by the gentleman from | 
Ohio, [Mir. MILLER, ] involved a question of obliga. | 
tion, a question of duty. They could not fail io 
pass the bill. The taking an enumeration of the | 
inhabitants of the United States at periodical inter- 
vals, was one of the very few duties which had 
been imposed upon Congress by the Constitution. 
Therefore gentiemen should speak of the obliga- 
tion, of the daty, rather than of the power, of the | 
Government tu make this enumeration. The 
clause of the Constitution which imposed upon 
Gongress this duty was that.which expressly de- 
clared that there should be, within every period of 
ten years, an enumeration of the inhabitants of the ii 
United States. Now, it was very obvious that || 
when this duty was enjoined, all the powers neces- f 
sary for-discharging it, were involved in the grant. |) 


i 
i 


j 
i 


i 
i 
I 


i 
i 


|: passage of one did not involve 


at 


That duty must be performed only at intervals 
| of ten years; butthe power, if it existed at all, to 
| obtain an inventory, or appraisement of the prop- 
| erty of the United States 
| any time, 

Here, then, were two bills connected. 


The 


! the other. Jf they had the power to make the 
| multifarious inquiries suggested by the bill of the 
| Committee on the Judiciary, they had the power to 
i do it at any time; and therefore he would consider 
' this bill as if it were a bill introduced not in 1850— 
| not in connection with a bill providing for an enu- 
meration of the inhabitants of the United States, 


i| but as un independent measure, for the purpose of 


collecting that information which seemed to be de- 
sired for the gratification of the curiosity of some 
| portion of the scientific world. Suppose, then, 
that this bill had been reported by the chairman of 
the Committee on the Judiciary in the year 1845— 


i hot is connection with its census; for he had | 


shown that there was no necessary connection be- 
tween them. The one was a matter of duty; tł 


net 
other was not: the one was derived from 


one i 


clause of the Constitution; the other was traced to ji 


various other clauses. If this bill, then, for the 
simple purpose of obtaining information, for the | 
gratification of individual curiosity, were intro- | 
duced independently of any other measure, he | 
asked whence the power to pass it was obtained— | 
the power to send out the agents of this Govern- | 
ment to collect information as to the number of | 
| persons who died in 1850, with their diseases, the 
| number of Methodists 
| other religious denominations, the number of | 
churches, and upon all the the various points on |! 
which information was sought? Whence did | 
Congress derive the power to send their agents | 
over the country to compel the citizens of the | 
United States to answer these v. 
respecting their domestic concern 
fine and imprisonment, 
But gentlemen claim 


| 
| 


ł 


l 


arious inquiries | 
i S, upon pain of |: 
if they refused ? il 
ed the power to make these |! 


» might be exercised at i 


the necessity for | 


» Episcopalians, Baptists and |! 


i of this assumed power. The first ground referred 


i| to in debate was taken by the gentleman from 
i Ohio, (Mr. Vinron,] who deduced from the 
‘| power to regulate commerce, the power which 
|| authorized Congress toascertain what were all 
li the subjects of commerce. The power to regu- 
i late commerce was perhaps the most elastic power, 
in the opinion of gentlemen on the other side of 
the House, conferred by the Constitution upon 
; Congress. Nothing had ever been attempted to 
| be done for which gentlemen could not find the 
authority under the power to regulate commerce. 
Was it proposed to levy contributions upon the 
people at large for the purpose of dispensing 
charity to those who happened to embark in 
; Some unprofitable adventure, in other words to 
pass a protective tariff,—the authority for it was 
claimed from this clause of the Constitution. 
Was it proposed to form into a corporate body a 
number of men, women, and children, who, de- 
_ sirous of making a profitable use of their money, 
: begged to enter into a partnership with the Gov- 
ernment, and that the Government would invest a 
portion of the revenues of the people in the pur- 
chase of an interest in the dealings of this partner- 
ship, and would deposit a portion of the public 
treasury with this corporation without security, 
and enable them to lend it out at interest to 
their favorites and dependents,—the power was 
: found in that clause of the Constitution which au- 
thorized Congress to regulate commerce. Was it 
proposed to tax the whole industry of the coun- 
try, for the purpose of removing some accidental 
or natural impediment, in a river or a fur-distant 
section of the country,—the power was found inthe 
clause of the Constitution which gave to Congress 
the power to regulate commerce. ‘This power over 
commerce seemed to be the ultimate depository 
of all the powers of the Government, unless in- 
deed the champions of that course of policy took 
counsel from the gentleman from Pennsyivania, 
; [Mr. Moore,] who addressed the committee yes- 
! terday. it would hereafter save a good deal of 
i trouble in the discussion of constitutional ques- 
 Uons, and relieve all doubts as to the rightful ex- 
| ercise of any assumed power, by referring, as that 


f 
H 
H 
t 


| 
| 


i gentleman did, to the power to promote the gen- 


eral welfare, as the power which authorized Con- 
i gress to do anything and everything they might 
be disposed to do. To the gentleman from Penn- 


Sylvania the discussion of any constitutional 


| question must appear to be of all things the most 
vain and idle; for if the Constitution granted to 
Congress the power to promote the general wel- 
| fare, there was, according to the gentieman’s view, 
į no further doubt or inquiry to be made. What- 
‘ever Congress might see fit to consider conducive 
| to the general welfare, they would have the power 


i 
| 


i to do under this clause of the Constitution. 

But the gentieman from Ohio [Mr..Vixron] 
thought he could see the power which, in the 
second part of this bill, it was proposed to exer- 
cise, in that clanse of the Constitution which au- 
thorized Congress to do—what? Why, the gentle. 
man argued that the power to take an enumeration 
of the inhabitants of the United States was a partof 
the power to cĦin money. By what singular con- 
nection, by what remarkable association of ideas 


1850. 
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did ‘the gentleman derive this power from this 
clause? 

Mr. VINTON (Mr.M. yielding for explana- 
tion) said, the gentleman quite misunderstood him. 
He (Mr. V.) had said, that Congress had the 
power to coin money, and to regulate its value; 
that the due exercise of that power necessarily re- 
guired a thorough knowledge of the currency of 
the country, which, as a matter of course, would 
be regulated by the commerce and the property of 
the country; and in order to know what amount 
of currency was necessary, it was necessary first 
to know the property of the country and: the bus- 
iness wants of the country. 

Mr. MILLSON (resuming) said he ‘had so un- 
derstood the gentleman from Ohio. The gentle- 
nian was not correcting any error into which he 
(Mr. M.) had fallen, but was only expanding his 
own argument. 

He was right, then, in saying that the gentle- 
man from Ohio did claim the power whose exist- 
ence was denied on his (Mr. M.’s) side of the 
House, and on the otherside by the gentleman from 
Georgia, (Mr. SrepHens]—the power to collect 
information upon these various topics—as an in- 
cident of the power to coin money; and he (Mr. 
M.) was commenting on this (as he deemed it) 
extraordinary proposition. . 

But the gentleman from Ohio also thought that 
the power might be embraced within what he was 
pleased to call the currency power. Now, when 
he (Mr. M.) heard the gentleman from Ohio talk 
about the currency power, he had paid him the 
compliment to suppose that he had imperfectly 
heard him, and he was only assured of the fact 
when, on the following morning, he saw in the 
“ Globe” his reported remarks. 
gentleman mean by the “currency power?” He 
asked the question in good faith, with a view of 
commenting upon the gentleman’s position; the 


gentleman, however, had left the Hall since he | 


had asked the question. What, then, did the 
gentleman mean by the currency power? He 
(Mr. M.) had read the Constitution time after time; 
he thought he had a very distinct recollection of 
most of the provisions of that instrument, and yet 
he confessed that up to the present moment he 
had never been able to find in the Constitution 
that power that was called by the gentleman from 
Ohio the currency power. It was not the power 
to coin money and regulate the value thereof, 
beeause the gentleman alluded to the currency 
power, and the power to coin money and regulate 
the value thereof. Now, he (Mr. M.) was aware 
that there was a very general impression abroad 
that the Constitution did confer upon Congress 
the power to regulate the currency of the country. 


He wished the gentleman had taken the opportu- | 
nity, by correcting the error into which he himself | 


had fallen, to do his share towards correcting this 
erroneous impression. The gentleman seemed, 
from his forgetfulness of the text, to indicate that 
he had confounded the text with some of the 
newspaper. comments, and in this way deduced 
from the Constitution this currency power. He 
(Mr. M.) must therefore be excused from further 
arguing that the power to collect these statistics 
did not result from the currency power, until it 
was shown that the Constitution conferred upon 


Congress any such power at all as the curreney |: 
8 y. 


power. 
But the gentleman from New York [Mr. 


'Crarxe] had yesterday declared that the power | 


claimed under the second part of this bill was pos- 
sessed by Congress under its authority to promote 
the sciences. Now, if Congress had ever received 
power to promote the sciences, he (Mr. M.) must 
confess that in his readings of the Constitution he 
had not found that power. Any proposition, how- 
ever eXtravagant, might be maintained by adopt- 
ing the mode of argument made use of by the gen- 
tleman from New York. He would take up the 
Constitution at random by way of illustration. 


"The Constitution conferred upon Congress the | 


power “to promote the progress of science and 
useful arts, by securing for limited times to authors 
and inventors the exclusive right to their respect- 
ive writings and discoveries.” 
absolute, substantive, unqualified power to promote 
science, but a power to promote science ‘by se- 
curing for liited times to authors and inventors the 


exclusive right to their respective writings and dis- | 


coveries.”? He proceeded to say, tMit, pursuing 


‘the mode of argument adopted by the gentleman ij ed by the agency of such means? 


What did the | 


This was not an! 


} 
i 
} 


i them for any other purpose which they might be 


; result from the adoption of such a principle. The 


i given Congress the power to appropriate money. 


i 
| 
i 


i from -New York, they might contend that Con- || 


| in all cases whatsoever, 


| these were incidental powers: to what were they 


| that ground, and claimed this disputed power to 


| the tax was to be laid—certainly the grant of the whole 
: included the grant of the minor part. They might exercise 


| and Jay a direct tax, and the exercise of the first part only | 


| of the power was conducive to the public good, could they not 


| struction school of politics, he would have con- 


| a very latitudinous mode of construing the Consti- 


gress possessed unlimited powers of legislation, 
that they possessed. the imputed omnipotence of 
the British Parliament, and might bring in proof 
of it the clause of the Constitution which author- 
ized Congress ‘‘ to exercise exclusive legislation | 
” omitting, as the gentle- 
man from New York had omitted, to read the lat- 
ter part of the clause, which confined this power 
within the District of Columbia. 

But with reference to this claim of incidents to 
express powers, he would not repeatthe argument 
so ably urged by his friend from South Carolina 
[Mr. Woopwarp] yesterday—that, in truth, there 
was no such thing as an incidental power. The 
Constitution did not confer upon Congress all ne- 
cessary and proper powers to carry into effect the 
expressly delegated powers; it authorized them 
“to make all laws which shall be necessary and |; 
proper” to carry into effect the granted powers, j; 
In this connection suppose he were to admit that | 


incidental powers? Were they about to exercise 
some expressly delegated power to which this dis- 
puted power was a necessary and proper incident? |; 
Gentlemen, although they claimed that this was a || 
necessary incidental power, instantly abandoned 


| 
be a substantive, independent power. The state- | 
ment of the argument refuted itself. If it was an |! 
incidental power, they could not disconnect the 
incident from the principle, the shadow from the 
substance. Jf it was an incidental power, it fol- 
lowed, as a necessary consequence, that it could 
only be used as an appendage to the powers to 
which it was incident. 

In this connection he begged leave to make 
some remarks upon the propositions laid down by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Srrone,]} | 
who said he had claimed to be a member of the 
strict-construction school. He would read an ex- 
tract from the gentleman’s speech as reported in 
the Globe of the next morning: 


“ But the question was one of constitutional power; and 
if the Constitution gave to Congress the power to lay and 
collect a direct tax, and if included in that power were 
the necessary incidental power to make an assessment— |; 
an inventory of property and productions upon which 


a part or the whole of a power granted by the Constitution. | 
If the power was given to Congress to make an assessment, 


exercise that power, and decline the exercise of the other??? 


But for the gentleman’s remark, (continued Mr. 
M.,) that he professed to belong to the strict-con- 


cluded that the gentleman was in favor of admitting 


tuton. 

The proposition amounted to this: That when 
means were granted to Congress to attain a par- 
ticular end, and for one purpose, it was lawful to 
make use of these means to attain any other end 
which they were competent to accomplish. That 
was the necessary conclusion from the argument 
ofthegentleman. ‘ The greater included the less; ” 
and as the means had been given for a particular 
purpose, it was lawful and constitutional to use 


able to effect. The proposition was not true, 
either in morals, in religion, or in politics; and Jet 
him for a moment call the attention of gentlemen |; 
to one of the consequences which must necessarily 


Constitution of the United States had given Con- 
gress the power to collect the revenue, as a means | 
of paying the debts of the Government; it had 


Now, here were the means granted to Congress; 
and these means would accomplish any other end. | 
Suppose Congress should pass a law levying atax | 
upon the whole people of the United States for: 
the purpose of collecting the sum of $1,000,000, | 
to be granted in largesses to the State of Pennsyl- | 
vania; and that this object was explicitly set forth | 

Hl 

! 

i 


inthe bill. Its sole object was to make a charitable |i 
contribution for the State of Pennsylvania. Had |; 
Congress any such power? The means by whicH į} 
this result might beaccomplished, had been granted ji 
to Congress because they possessed the power to || 
collect money, and the power to appropriate it, | 
but did it, therefore, follow that such a donation |; 
would be constitutional, because it could be effect- 


i 


; cific and different object. 


/ might come before them. 
| the last men to undervalue the importance of in- 
: formation of any kind. 


‘claimed by this Government. 
; in the habit every day of saying that this Govern- 
ment was supreme. 


‘being sovereign to a certain extent. 
; ernment possessed no portion of sovereignty. All 


: no allegiance to any power but herself; 


Again: the power was: granted not. to thig 
House, but to thé President and Senate of. the 
United States, to make treaties. A treaty was 
the means of accomplishing. many ends. Now. 
hé would ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
(Mr. Srrone] whether it was competent for. the 
President and the Senate, by the agency. of the 
treaty-making power, to cede away the State.of 
Pennsylvania to a foreign Government, or.to abol= 


i ish the House of Representatives? Here were 
i the means granted to the treaty-making power— 
; Means which were competent to the end. 
‘ the end constitutional ? 
i lawfully consummated simply because 
| had been granted to accomplish another end? 


Was 
And could that end be 
means: 
As 
weil might he turn against his benefactor the 
sword which had been given to him for his pro- 


` tection, as undertake to use for a purpose not con-= 


templated a power which was granted for a spe- 
The means might be 
used for the specific purposes for which they were 
given, and for none others. A sheriff might, 


; under certain circumstances, break open his (Mr. 


M.’s) dwelling, for the purpose of executing a 
criminal process. _ But did it follow that he had, 
or might have, a right at any time to make a for- 


; cible entrance into his room, in order to gratify 
| his malice, or his curiosity, as to what might. be 


passing in the interior of his chamber? 

This mode of reasoning had been resorted to by 
Mr. Madison on former occasions, when he con- 
tended that the power to protect manufactures 
might be used by Congress, because the power to 
lay imposts was given. And although the clause 
of the Constitution indicated the purposes ‘for 


| which the impost was to be laid, yet Mr. Madison 


seemed to suppose that the grant of the means 
authorized any end which the means granted 
could by possibility accomplish. 

Another ground upon which gentlemen placed 
this power was, that Congress had power to collect 
information, and because they were bound to act 
intelligently upon all subjects of legislation which 
He would be one of 


Every description of in- 
formation or of knowledge was desirable. But the 
obligation which rested upon Congress to act and 


| vote intelligently, was not an obligation on the 


House, or the body, in its collective, aggregate, 
corporate capacity. It rested upon the members 
individually and distributively. lt then was un- 


| doubtedly a great obligation on the House—that 


was to say,on the members of the House—to 
vote intelligently on all matters upon which they 
might be called to legislate. If this were a source 
of authority, there would be no power which 
could be claimed, however extravagant it might 
be, that might not be brought within this assumed 
obligation of acting intelligently. 

They had the authority, under the Constitution, 
to promote the progress of science and the useful 


: arts by granting rights to authors and inventors 
: for a limited time. 


Did i therefore follow that 
they had the authority to appoint lecturers to in- 
struct the members upon scientific subjects? Had 
they the xight to purchase works upon science 
and the arts generally, to be bestowed upon the 
individual members of that House? Would they 


|: be justified in using such means to avoid being 
: by the glare of false science betrayed”? 


But really he regretted to see these large powers 
Gentlemen were 


The genteman from Ver- 
mont [Mr. Pecx] spoke of the Government as 
This Gov- 


the powers of the Government were enumerated 
powers, delegated by sovereignties. He owed no 


‘allegiance to this Government as a sovereign. 


The State of Virginia permitted her sons to bear 
and the 
same oath of fidelity which she exacted from them 
before the Constitution of the United States was 
adopted, she required at this day. 

But suppose Congress had all this power. To 
what use would itapply it? Cuibone? What did 
Congress want with all this information? Did 
they wish the census-takers. to become the com- 
pilers of all the secret knowledge laid up in the 
depositories of nature? Did they mean that the 


information should be turned to any account? 


information was sought in relation to the religious 
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tenets and opinionswf the people. Did Congress 
‘qiean’ to instruct: the people in controversial the- 
‘ology, and enforce a compulsory. attendance at 
places of religious worship? - Inquiries were to be 
made as to the comparative health and longevity 
-of different portions of the people. Did they in- 
‘tend:to interfere with the occupations and pursuits. 
-of the individual citizens? Information was to be 
“eollected’as to the number of those who might be 
"unable: to’ read or write. Did they design to-es- 
tablish schools and colleges ‘for their instruction | 
‘and improvement? If they did not mean to apply 
these’ statistics to practical purposes, was it simply 
to gratify curiosity? Or were gentlemen fired with 
the ambition to become the editors of a new A mer- 
ican: Encyclopedia or Dictionary of Arts, Sciences, 

„and Miscellaneous Literature ? 

If the author of this. bill desired advancement 
in his literary pursuits, it was not an ill-directed 
ambition, for his work had certainly not been 
fashioned upon the best models of composition. 
On this account, if for no other, he (Mr. M.) 
would greatly prefer the substitute reported by 
the gentleman from Obio, [Mr. Mincer.} 

Mr. THOMPSON (in his seat) was understood 
to say he had not drafted the bill. 

Mr. MILLSON (continuing) said he was aware 
that the bill was not drafted by his friend from 
Pennsylvania. But he (Mr. M.) did not wish to 
detain the committee longer. 

He would say one word before taking his seat, 
in reply to remarks which had been thrown out 
as to this being a sectional question. He could 
see no reason why there should be any sectional di- 
vision under this bill. ‘The gentleman from Ohio 
{Mr. Root] had protested against making it sec- 
tional. He (Mr. M.) had never heard any one 
speak of the bill in that light, until the gentleman 


from Ohio had expressed a desire that it should not | 


be so spoken of. The very expression of that 
wish was calculated to make itso. He (Mr. M.) 


could see no reason why there should be a south- | 


ern or a northern construction of the Constitution. 
The Constitution was the same everywhere; and 
if Congress were willing at all times to limit its 
action to the powers clearly designated—that was 
to say, to the exercise of those powers of agovrn- 
ment alone which related to matters in which they 
all possessed a common interest, no sectional 
question could be raised, Congress was prohib- 
ited from passing upon questions in which any of 
the States had a peculiar interest; and so long as 
the Government confined itself to the legitimate 
grants of power, and legislated upon those sub- 
jects only in which all had a common interest, the 
question would never be asked whether a propo- 
sition originated in the North or the South, in the 
East or the West. 


was only when attempts were made to legislate 
upon subjects peculiar to the different States, that 
dissessions were engendered, and suggestions 
thrown out that particular measures were pro- | 
posed by the North, or proposed by the South, : 
with a view to act oppressively upon the one or | 
the other section. “his was the doctrine which 
he had always held; and this was the only doc- 
trine upon which, in his belief, the Union of the 

States could be permanently maintained. 
Mr. COLCOCK. I propose to say a very few 
words in relation to this subject; and first, it is | 
\ 


proper that I should state, thatl am in favor of |) 


the substitute proposed by the gentleman from 
Ohio, (Mr. Mitter.] According to my idea of the 
matter, it proposes the only legitimate mode in 


which we can legislate upon this subject. 1 am | 


satisfied, sir, from an examination of the debates 
which took place in the Convention which formed 
the Constitution of the United States, that no 
power was intended to be conferred upon Congress 
In connection with the taking of the census, to do 
more than two things, that is, to take an enumera- 
tion of the inhabitants, and to procure a valuation 
of the real estate of the country. 

Perhaps gentlemen are not generally aware 
that the Supreme Court of the United States has 


decided a case that has a direct bearing upon this |! 


question, in which it is laid down, that there are 
but two kinds of direct taxes recognized by the | 
Constitution, first, a capitation tax, and next a tax | 
upon land. There is no other kind of direct tax 
that you. have it in your power to levy; and the 


The Constitution knew no | 
geographical divisions; it was intended to operate | 
upon the whole country; it would and must be- | 
neficently operate upon the whole country; and it | 
| 
| 


| 
ii for all such taxes must be uniform. 
i 


j 
iy 


question which arose in the case, to-which I have 
alluded, was, whether a tax on carriages was a 
direct tax or not? The Supreme Court decided 
that it was not a direct tax, but a duly, or tax on 
expense, which was not to be apportioned accord- 
ing to numbers, but to be imposed according to 
the rule of uniformity, under the 8th section of the 
Ist Article of the Constitution. ; 

Now, what is the census power? The commit- 
tee will perceive. that the word first used in the 
Constitution of the United States is, ‘f enumera- 
tion,” and not ‘census;’’ and that the enumera- 
tion is made for two purposes alone. First, to fix 
the ratio of direct taxation; and secendly, to fix 
the ratio of representation. For the Constitution 
says that representation and direct taxation shall 
go together—shall stand upon the same basis—the 
basis of numbers. What is the purpose of this 
bill? It is for taking the census of the United 
States. Why do you wish to have the census 
taken? It is for the purpose of fixing the ratio of 
representation. And if, in addition to this, you 
really and honestly desire to impose a direct tax 
upon land, then I admit you have a right to in- 
quire the value of landed property throughout the 
| country. 

l understood a gentleman who addressed the 
committee yesterday, to ask this question, to wit: 
Whether a State having a million of dollars worth 
of real estate, and having equal population with a 
State possessing two millions worth of such prop- 
erty, should pay as large an amount of land tax 
as the State having the larger amount of real 
estate? To this, the answer is very plain; the 
land tax must be the same, because it is expressly 
provided in the Constitution that direct taxes must 
be levied according to numbers: equality in num- 
bers must therefore produce an equality in a land 
tax. New York hasseven times larger a represent- 
ation in this Hall than South Carolina, But the 
real estate possessed by the State of New York 
may be twenty times more valuable than that 
owned by the State of South Carolina. Now, 
l| suppose you wished to raise $7,000,000 by a land 
tax, to be imposed upon those two States. What 
would be the proportion to be paid by each? 
South Carolina would pay one seventh of the 
whole sum, ora million of dollars, whilst New 
York would pay the remaining $6,000,000. Yet 
if the tax were levied in proportion to the value of 
the land, New York would have to pay twenty 
umes more than South Carolina. In regard to the 
|} question as to how aland tax should be collected by 
|| this Government from the people of the States 
after itis apportioned among them, according to 
|| federal numbers, 1 have no doubt that it would 
|| be done according to the course that is pursued in 
the different States themselves, in reference to 
their respective systems of land taxation. 

In regard to other internal taxes—not direct— 
this Government has the right to impose them 
under the eighth section of the first-article of 
the Constituuon, before referred to,'which gives 
power to Congress to Jay and collect taxes, duties, 
tmposts, and excises. Now, if the Government 
were about to impose such taxes, as for instance a 
tax upon carriages, horses, or any other objects 
of such taxation, I admit, that if it were necessary 
and proper to establish uniformity, we would 
have the power to inquire what number of horses 
and carriages there were in the United States; 
They must 
be assessed according to the rules of uniformity 
and not of apportionment. We see, then, that Con- 
gress has the power to institute an inquiry into 
the amount and the value of real estate, upon the 
occasion of passing a law for a direct tax thereon; 
but it is utterly out of the question to maintain, 
before any tribunal, that you have the right to 
append to this power that which is incidental to 
another and a different power, and one which you 
have no idea of exercising. You are not now ex- 
|| ercising the power of imposing other than direct 
i| taxes, nor even that. You only claim now to as- 
ij certain what is the number of the inhabitants of 
| the United States; or, in other words, to take the 
census of the United States, for the purpose and 
jį the sole purpose, of apportioning the ratio of repre- 
|; sentation, and for that purpose, you have only the 
rigbt to “ enumerate persons.” 

Gentlemen argue as if there were no limitations 
upon the powers of this Government. If you will 
read the debates which took place in the Conven- 
tion that formed the Constitution, you will find 


that the plan proposed originally was, to fix the 
ratio of representation according to numbers and 
weallh. Now, if the ratio of representation had 
been fixed according to numbers and wealth, I 
admit you might inquire into the wealth of the 
country. But the Convention, upon debate, deter- 
mined to strike out the word “t wealth,” leaving 
the ratio to rest upon the basis of numbers alone. 
So that the representation is not a representation 
occording to the ratio of property and population, 
but of population alone. Alany of the inquiries 
proposed by this bill may be right and proper in 
themselves, when made by legitimate authority, 
but my opposition is placed upon the ground that 
the powe#to make them belongs to that class of 
powers called municipal, or police powers, and 
which belong to the States alone. 

But, say gentlemen, why cannot this Govern- 
ment inquire into all these matters? Are they not 
interesting and important subjects to us? To this 
I reply, the powers of this Government are lim- 
ited and restricted. It was established chiefly for 
external purposes. It was never intended to be a 
domiciliary intruder. You must show that the 
information you seek is necessary and proper for 
the exercise of some of your delegated powers, 
which in good faith you intend to exercise. 

Mr. DUER (Mr. Coxcocx yielding the floor) 
said: I understood the gentleman from Virginia to 
say that you cannot exercise an incidental power ` 
unless the power under which such incidental 
power is granted is also exercised; that you can- 
not detach the incidental from the substantive 
power. l now understand the gentleman from 
South Carolina to say, that we must contemplate 
the immediate exercise of such power in order to 
have the right to exercise the incidental power. 
Now, I ask whether this is not a fair rule, that, if 
it is probable that we may be called on to exercise 
a power granted, whether we may not exercise the 
incidental power in view of such probability? 
For example, as an incident to the war power, we 
may erect fortifications, build forts, May we not 
do this without, at the same time, declaring war, 
and without the contemplation of immediate war? 
Is it not enough that we know that such an exi- 
gency is not unlikely to occur? And will not the 
same rule apply to other cases? May we not take 
means to obtain knowledge of the resources of the 
country necessary and proper to enable us to ex- 
ercise the war power, the power to tax, and the 
power to regulate commerce without reference to 
any particular or immediate exercise of the powers 
in question ? 

Mr. COLCOCK. I answer the gentleman 
promptly, for myself, in the negative. I say no. 
l say this: that you must not travel out of the 
record—you must not go to the census power to 
get the necessary power. You must not go to 
those other powers, in providing for war; you 
have the war-making power here. That is suf- 


j ficient. If this Government sees that it may be 


called upon, in a remote contingency, to do an act 
which it has the power to do, you cannot, merely 
in view of that remote contingency, resort to an- 
other and a different power for the purpose of 
effecting what that contingency would demand. 
You could not authorize the building of forts 
under the census power. Every law must arise 
out of, and have reference to, a granted power. 
Mr. MILLSON. The gentleman from New 
York has not correctly apprehended my position. 
l did not say that an incidental power could not 
be used except in connection with a substantive 
power. So far from it, I expressly stated that I 
agreed with the gentleman who addressed the com- 
mittee yesterday, [Mr. Woopwarp,] when he de- 
nied that there was properly any such thing as an 
incidental power. I stated that the granted power, 


; and what is usually called the incidental power, 


were one power—a unit; and the Constitution only 


i authorized the passage of all laws necessary and 
| proper to carry into effect the granted power; and, 
| therefore, any law that was passed, must be passed 


with a view to carry into effect the granted power. 

Mr. COLCOCK. I trust I have made myself 
understood. But some gentlemen entertain the 
opinion, that we of the South are somewhat sensi- 
tive upon this subject; that we have some sectional 
motive that prompts us to make opposition to the 
inquiries. For my own part, I uttérly deny the 
imputation, Whatever may be the powers ofsthis 
Governmer# in regard to authorizing or requiring 
an enumeration of the slaves, we have no obsta- 
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cles to interpose to such enumeration. I am con- 

‘tending now, that under this bill you have the 
right to number every man; but | contend, that 
beyond that, you have no right to go. We shun 
no lawful scrutiny into any of our institutions; 
but we do not mean to sanction unconstitutional 
legislation. 

“We fear no danger, for we know no sin.” 
Make what inquiry you please. We only say, 
that in regard to numbers, and numbers alone, 
have you any right to inquire. That is our posi- 
tion. I think, therefore, that the amendment pro- 
posed by the gentleman from Ohio is the one 
which the committee ought to adopt—confining 
ourselves to this investigation, and to this alone. 

Mr. GORMAN said, he was very well aware 
that gentlemen who professed to entertain the 
opinion that Congress possessed no constitutional 
power to obtain the statistical information contem- 
plated by this bill, subjected themselves at least 
to the criticisms of those who thought differently, 
and of those who took as the guides of their 
actions the precedents heretofore set by this and 
other legislative bodies. Notwithstanding this, 
however, he had a vote to give here on the part 
of his constituents, And so long as he repre- 

-sented any portion of the people of this country, 
his vote should never be given for any measure 
for which, in his judgment, there was not con- 
stitutional authority, either in some power ex- 
pressly granted, or in some incidental power 
„which was requisite to carry the power expressly 
granted into effect. He had heard it said, that 
if they were going to levy a direct tax, they 
could take the enumeration and obtain the in- 
formation proposed by this bill. 
He believed that some of the gentlemen who 
differed with him, but were of the same school of 
politics as himself, had said, that if the object was 


to lay a direct tax they would admit the power, to | 


obtain this information. He denied the position. 


Nor did he understand that to be the doctrine of | 


strict construction. How were we to arrive at what 
was the proper subject of taxation ? Gentlemen re- 
ferred to precedent. Well, let us go to the prece- 
dents. The first time that the question arose was 
before the Supreme Court of the United States in 
1796. 
power of the Government to tax the ciuzens of the 


District of Columbia without representation. Inci- | 


dental questions arose, which were reported in the 
first volume of Kent’s Commentaries. Kent laid 
down the doctrine so faras it could be settled by 
the Supreme Court. If he (Mr. G.) were at the 
bar, and were arguing the legal question, he would 
say,asevery lawyer would say, that he was bound 
by the precedents given by the Supreme Court. 
As legislators, however, it was assumed that they 
were not bound by the construction of that court. 
The court at that time decided that imposts and 


excises must be uniform throughout the United | 


States, and that a tax upon carriages, therefore, 
might be uniform as an excise, but they expressly 
decided that a tax upon carriages was not a direct 
tax. The ninth section of the first article of the 
Constitution of the United States declared that 
“no capitation or other direct tax shall be laid 
unless in proportion to the census or enumeration 
herein before directed to be taken.” A direct tax, 
therefore, was a poll or capitation tax, and a tax 


upon land, as the Supreme Court had decided. : 


Kent says: 

« The better opinion seemed to be, that the direct taxes 
contemplated by the Constitution, were only two, viz: 
A capitation, or poll tax, and a iax on land.” 

If gentlemen took a different position from that 
which was here laid down, they must at least 
give some reason for the faith that was in them. 
The clause of the Constitution which he had read, 
(showing what was understood to be a direct tax,) 
said that no such tax should be laid “ unless in 


proportion to the census or enumeration herinbe- | 


fore directed to be taken.” This direct-taxation 


clause referred back to the power which the House 
was now about to exercise. That power was 
found in the second section of the first article of 
the Constitution, as follows: 

<The aetual enumeration shall be mode within three 
years after the first meeting of the Congress of the United 
States, and within every subsequent term of ten years, in 
such manner as they shall by law direct.” 


What was Congress directed to dq? The power | 


here given, was given for the purpose of being 
exercised, and no other power, unless it was a 


He denied it. | 


In this instance the question was as to the | 


| 
i 
i 


necessary incident to carry that into effect. The 
power here given was to take an enumeration of 
the inhabitants. ‘* Representatives and direct tax- 
tes shall be apportioned among the several States 
t which may be inctided within this Union, accord- 
‘ing to their respective numbers, which shall be 
‘determined by adding to the whole number of free 
t persons, including those bound to service for a 
‘term of years, and excluding Indians not taxed, 
‘three fifths of all other persons.” Here was a 
specification of the precise persons—inhabitants— 
who were admitted within the rule, or who were 
excluded from it. 

Now, what was itthat Congress was directed to 
do? To take an enumeration every ten years—of 


what? Of the matters and things given in charge | 


tothem by the Constitution. If, then, the Supreme 
Court was right in its construction of the ninth 
section of the Constitution, this direct tax was 
nothing more than a tax upon poll and land. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, (interpos- 
ing.) Will the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. 
Gorman] allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. GORMAN yielded the floor. 

Mr. THOMPSON desired, he said, to ask his 
honorable friend whether the very decision which 
he [Mr. G.] had cited, did not determine that the 
tax laid upon carriages was constitutional and well 
laid, although called by the name of an indirect 
tax? And he (Mr. T.) wished to inquire further, 
who had denied that the inquiry here should be 
limited to the information necessary for the im- 
position of a direct tax, and not of an indirect 
tax? 

Mr. GORMAN resumed. He would reply to 
the gentleman by reading the language of the 
Supreme Court, as given by Chancellor Kent: 

“ The court concluded that the tax on carriages was an 
indirect tax on expense or consumption, and there property 
laid, pursuant to the rule of uniformity.” : 

That was to say, (Mr. G. continued,) that a uni- 
form rule of taxation might be obtained by this 
system—not that it was constitutional or uncon- 
stitutional; they did not decide that question. 
But admitting it to be constitutional, did gentlemen 
propose to levy imposts upon property in the shape 
of excise duties? for a levy upon a carriage was 
an excise, and was so decided by the Supreme 


Court. Did gentleman propose to levy an excise 
duty? Ifso, what were to be the objects of taxa- 
tion? Personal and real property. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania. Not real 
property. : 

Mr. GORMAN continued. Suppose it were 
real and personal, it would be broader. 

They should take an assessment of all real and 
personal property. How much further was it 
proposed to go? To take an enumeration of all 
the manufacturing interests, of all the mechanic 
arts and industrial pursuits, and to go into all the 
various ramifications of society, and publish to 
the world the statistics connected with them, 
They were to inquire into the moral and social, 
he had almost said the political, condition of our 
people; but the moral and social condition, unques- 
tionably. [A Vorce: Oh, no.} The gentieman 
said “ Oh, no;” but did not the bill propose to 
inquire how many churches there were in the 
country, how often they met, of what denomina- 
tion they were? The number of school-houses, 
how long the schools were kept, and a great variety 
of such matters? He supposed that these statistics 
were intended to show the moral progress of our 
country—the moral condition of society. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, (Mr. Gor- 
Maw yielding for explanation,) said he would like 
to ask the honorable member 

Mr. GORMAN. 


1 will come to the honorable | 


gentleman’s manufacturing establishments of Penn- ! 


sylvania soon. 

Mr. THOMPSON. You shall be welcome 
there; J have no doubt they will treat you civilly. 

Mr. T. proceeded to say that he would like to 
know from the gentleman from Indiana why the 
inquiry relative to churches in the tables made it 
unconstitutional to take information relative to our 
manufacturing and agricultural produc's? 3 

Mr. GORMAN (resuming) said that was beg- 
ging the question. When he came to the subject 
of agriculture he should make an argument satis- 
factory, at least to himself He repeated that this 
proposition to go into inquiries relative to every- 
thing which constituted a part of the social and 
moral relations and circumstances of every citizen 


| confer a constitutional power. 
; solutely, or indispensably necessary to carry into 


throughout the country was, it seemed to him, an 
unreasonable and an unwarranted exercise of 
power. i 

The gentleman from New York, [Mr.J. A. Sere | 
he was aware, had read the law of 1814, and ‘ha 
stated that he himself had paid a tax, not only on 
his jands, but on his watch and furniture. He‘had 
said that that law was passed by Congress, and 
therefore he (Mr. G.) supposed the gentleman 
drew the conclusion that it was proper to put these 
various inquiries, which might be necessary in 
case such a tax was again to be laid, though 
neither the gentleman nor any other had any idea 
that it would be. He (Mr. G.) presumed that two 
wrongs did not makea right. He would refer the 
gentleman, when he claimed to justify this bill by 
the authority of a bill which had once passed 
levying a tax, to another page of the statute book 
which contained the Alien and Sedition Law. 
Surely the gentleman would claim no authority 
under the sanction of that law, though it was 
equally a precedent with that on which he laid so 
much stress. ; 

The gentleman from New York said, it was 
desirable for our commercial, manufacturing, me- 
chanical and agricultural interests, to obtain this 
information. He (Mr. G.) granted it; but was it 
competent for Congress to pass every law that was 
desirable? His (Mr. G.’s) opinion was, that Con- 
gress should exercise no power, except such as 
was expressly granted by the Constitution, or 
such as were necessary incidents to carry into ex- 
ecution the expressly granted powers, Now, what 
was a necessary incident? He begged pardon of 
the House for referring to what a learned com- 


| mentator said, concerning the celebrated United 


States Bank case, of McCulloch vs. the State of 
Maryland. The construction of the word ‘ ne- 
cessary’? came up in that case: 

“The word necessary admits of all degrees ef compari- 
son. A thing may be necessury, or very necessary, or abso 
lutely and indispensably necessary.” —2d Kent, 252, 

Under which of these heads, he wanted to know 
of the gentleman from New York, did he place 
the word “ necessary” in phis case? H the in- 
formation which the gentleman argued to be ne- 
cessary, were barely necessary—if it were only 
convenient or desirable, that certainly could not 
But if it were ab- 


effect some expressly granted power of Congress, 
then he (Mr. G.) admitted the power of Congress 
to collect it. 

It would be interesting to take an enumeration 
of the hogs of the West, of the wheat grown, &c., 
but it was not an absolutely necessary incident to 
the express grant. It would form a very interest- 


| ing portion-of the history of the country; but if 


Congress were to take an enumeration of every- 


| thing, he could name forty other things that would 


be of equal interest to this country, and to the 
world. Why should they not take an assessment 
of our entire commerce, both on our own waters 
and upon the high-seas ?—butit was not absolutely 
necessary. A power to be exercised on the ground 
that it was a necessary incident to an express 
power, must, he understood, be absolutely, indis- 
pensably necessary. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. THomp- 
son] atlempted so to construe- the Constitution ag 
to justify this bill, and he supposed the gentleman 
meant to ascertain the full extent of the manuface 
turing interests of Pennsylvania. Ele (Mr. G.) 
did not wonder at certain Pennsylvania politicians 
on his side of the House desiring the statistical in- 
formation. He did not wonder at their believing 
that it was perfectly constitutional to obtain every- 
thing under this latitudinous construction of the 
Constitution. Itwas highly nécessary in their es- 
timation that censors should be appointed to go into 
Pennsylvania, especially those counties in which 
the iron interest was large, inquire among other 
things what were the profits upon the iron manu- 
facture—for which he saw the gentleman hada 
separate column in one of his schedules. jt was 
a fine subject, an interesting subject to Pennsyiva- 
nia Democrats. ‘The deputy marshal asks the 
question: “ How mueh is your profit annually??? 
“Oh! Lam ruined, js the reply; * the tariff of 1046 
has ruined me. We must have specific duties. 


| The manufacturing operations have been curtailed; 


my profits have lessened; I must give up the manu- 
facture if this law is continued.”” Such answers, 
would be given to the censor, to be returned to the 
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‘House of Represéntatives, to:be held up before the 
poche as iik basia of- protection; but if. he (Mr. 
G.) was to come beforé the House with the statis- 
tica of the- hogs, wheat, &c., of his constituents, 
‘and say, look at the low prices, the depreciation 
of this property, and ask protection for them, he 
dmagined it would meet very little. favor in Con- 

gress... But the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
plead for protection for his manufacturing interests, 
and: said that they. would be broken down, that 
hundreds. of people would be turned out to starve, 

¿Jt was necessary to make these inquiries relative 
4to Pennsylvania,.and it might be taken for granted 

¿that they would.get up some very shrewd answers. 
He thought with the gentleman from: South Caro- 
lina, that wherever a man’s -business was to be 

‘Affected by his answers, they would be likely to 

-be given ina form to'suit his interests. _ 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, interposed 
sand (the floor being yielded) asked if the gentle- 
man would point him to anything in the bill rela- 
tive to profits? è : 

Mr. GORMAN referred to the schedule relative 
to the “ Products of Industry,” and read several 
items to show that there was an inquiry into the 
profits of the iron manufacture. But he presumed 
that the iron manufacturers would tell the censor 
that they had never made any profits. 

Mr. THOMPSON said there was not a word in 
the bill as to the profits—nota word. 

Mr. GORMAN (resuming) read the items of 
inquiry in the schedules relative to the manufac- 
turing interests, embracing “ amountof capital ’*— 
“value of machinery’’—‘ number of hands”— 
‘cost of labor’’—and “the annual product!) 
Let them go to that. What was it? It was 
the product of the capital, the cost of the ma- 
chinery—the number of hands, the amount paid | 
to each—-the amount of the expenses—the capital | 

-employed—the annual product and the value of | 
that product. If this would not show both profit 
and loss, he did not understand arithmetic. But 
they had an admirable arithmetic in Pennsylvania, ! 
(and by the way there were some Pennsylvania | 


Democrats who adopted it,) by which the Consti- |! 


tution was construed to mean specific duties and | 
protective tariffs. He said this because the gen- 
tleman [Mr. Tuompson] had thought proper to 
ivea construction to the Constitution as latitu- | 
dinous as that which had been given to it by any 
other gentleman of the opposite school of politics. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, (in his 
seat.) What construction? 

Mr. GORMAN (continued.) He alluded to 
the construction which was the point of contro- 
versy between the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
Miitson,] and the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
(Mr. Trompson.] 

He (Mr. G.) had now closed his remarks on 
that portion of the bill to which he had desired mor 
particularly to eall the attention of the committee. 

There were two sections of the bill to which he 
was opposed. He should vote for the amendment 
of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Mriurr.] He 
thought that amendment embraced all that the 
Constitution contemplated; and he (Mr. G.) would 
say further, that the power to collect all this sta- | 
tistical information as to the moral or social con- | 
dition of society, when the Constitution had not 
expressly given that power to Congress, had been 
reserved to the States respectively, or to the peo- | 
ple. It belonged to them to examine and decide 
upon their resources. They showed what their 
population was by the enumeration of the inhabit- 
ants. No power had been given to Congress to 
obtain information as to the commerce, annual 
products, wealth and general resources of the 
Ststes; and if not granted, it was, as he had said, 
reserved to the States and the people respectively. 
If, then, it belonged to the States, the legislatures 
of these States were the proper parties to exercise 
it. He might differ from his friend from Virginia, 
[Mr. Miiison;] but he (Mr. G.) held that every 
act of Congress was, to some extent, an act of 
sovereignty. The absolute sovereignty of the 
country was in the people, but they reflected their | 
sovereign power through their delegated Repre- 
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His objections to the two sections of which he 
had spoken, were not of a serious character. 
These two sections gave to the Secretary of the 
Interior the power to employ clerks to any un- 
limited extent necessary, in his judgment, to com- 
plete the census. That power, as some gentle- 
men declared, had already been exercised to a 
great extent by the Secretary of the Interior. He 
(Mr. G.) believed that officer would exercise it 
pretty much as prudently as it would be exercised 


intrust. to him, or any one else, the exercise of an 
unlimited. power to employ clerks or officers for 
any particular duty. If the power was to be 
given at all, the metes and bounds should be pre- 
scribed. 

He should say no more. His object had been 
to vindicate the vote he intended to give upon this 
bill; though, as he had said, he knew that he 
j should subject himself to the criticism of gentle- 
men who asserted we had the power to do. all 
which this bill proposed, and that it was almost 
ridiculous to doubt it. 

Mr. HOWE said: Mr. Chairman, it is mani- 
fest that time is not of the essence of this Con- 
gress, as it has now been about five months of the 
session, and little or no business has been ma- 
i tured. And there is also in the same bill a pro- 
vision for taking important statistical information, 
not for sectional purposes, not for the purpose of 


acy, but, as I suppose, for the benefit of the whole 
country, for the benefit of the world, and as a part 
of the history of the country. As [ understand 
from gentlemen on both sides of this Chamber, it 
is admitted to be information that is much desired; 
it is desired by gentlemen from the North and 
| from the great Northwest, as well as from the 
South; but there is a constitutional objection in- 
| terposed, which makes it difficult for the House 
to concentrate its forces upon the bill. The North 
sees no constituuonal objection, as 1 understand 


‘| from gentlemen who have addressed the commit- 


tee; but from tue Northwest, where we might 
have least supposed any such objection would have 
originated, or that any such conscientious scruples 
were indigenous to the soil, objections to the bill 
have proceeded. 

It is notan original or peculiar idea with the 
people of the Northwest, but, so far as I have heard 
gentlemen express their views here, it would ap- 
pear to be the judgment of the entire South. This 
| led me to suppose for a time that it wag a sectional 
| question; that this constitutional objection was en- 
| gendered, in a great measure, by local feelings and 


j 
| 


i! 
1! 
| 


i 
and I supposed that the issue was made, and the 
combat entered upon, on either side. Bat I am 
| glad to learn that it was a mere ruse, and that it 
is not a local question, but a purely constitutional 
| quesiion, and that there are no other objections 
to the bill. The gentleman from Virginia, this 
; Morning, speaking of imputations upon the South, 


ject; and one of the gentlemen from the South 


that he was anxious for the obtaining of this in- 
formation—that there was no member here who 
was more anxious; and that his entire section of 
country, so far as he knew, were anxious for the 
collection of all the informatien that is provided 
for by 
ules of the biil. 
fears that were before entertained with regard to 
this bill raising a local question, may czase. The 
slavery question, which it was supposed would 
probably be connected with this debate, will not 
be again mooted. 

It is very difficult to tel] what is the extent of 
the power of Congress; that is a question which 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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i bas engaged the greatest intellects we have ever 
i had in this country. There have been two modes | 


| devised for construing the powers of Congress, as 
; derived from the Constitution—the one is, to con- 
| Constitution, and the decisions that have been 
i made by competent tribunals with regard to the 


sentatives. Therefore, every act they did was an |j 


act of sovereignty, If Congress had a sovereign |! 
right to take these statistics, then no other sover- lÍ 
eign could exist. If the sovereignty was in Con- 
grees iL was not in the States. If there was a sov- || 
ercign to legislate on the subject, no other State or |! 
power could legitimately legislate upon it. 


f 


| regulate his conduct accordingly. 


construe that instrument as he understands it, and 
i ceor I believe the 
latter mode of construction is the one that is gener- 
ally adopted. 


in power, and the party out of power, according 


by any other person. He (Mr. G.) would not į 


gratifying any particular portion of the Confeder- i 


local interests that might seem to conflict fora time; | 


i declared that he had no local feeling on the sub- | 


; who addressed the Committee yesterday, declared. 


the several sections, provisions, and sched- |; 
If this be the case, then, the |! 


| strue them according to the letter and spirit of the || 


subject. The other mode is, that every man shall |. 
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k is always treated by the party {| Union, 
i: 


ji to their varying circumstances. It ig treated by ji 


| those who wish to obtain a particular course of 
legislation, as if it were a perfect anaconda. It is 
stretched to its utmost extension, so as to become 
acomplete canopy over the whole United States, 
reaching from the Atlantic to the Pacific. But 
when a different kind of legislation is sought for, 
we find extreme expounders of the Constitution 
ready to contract it, and make it narrow indeed, 
hardly broad enough to enable Congress to 
keep the wheels of Government in motion. At 
one time we find it large enough to embrace an en- 
tire country—a foreign country—to authorize us 
to adopt it, to annex it, to buy it, or obtain it 
by conquest, or get it in any way we can. We 
find it then conveying unlimited power, reach- 
ing from the Aroostook to the Gulf of California. 
But, again, if it be desired to pass an act for 
taking a census of the United States, as Congress 
hasa right to do, and if at the same time it is con- 
sidered expedient, or proper, or for the advantage 
or benefit of the whole country, to obtain, at the 
same time, when it may be most conveniently and 
cheaply obtained, certain important statistical in- 
| formation, for the use of Congress, for history, 
for posterity, for the world at large, then the Con- 
stitution is entirely too narrow, it 1s too contracted, 
and there is ‘no way under Heaven to expand it. 
But I am glad to find that objections are not con- 
fined to any peculiar section of country, and that 
they do not arise from sectional feelings and sec- 
tional prejudices. , 
Now, | propose to look at the construction which 
has been put upon the Constitution by some of the 
ablest jurists of the country. IF read from Story’s 
Commentaries, vol. Ist, on the Constitution: 


« The Government, then, of the United States can claim 
no powers which are not granted to it. by the Constitution ; 
and the powers actually granted must be such as are ex- 
Pressly given, or given by necessary implication. On the 
| other hand, this instrument, like every other grant, is to 
| have a reasonable construction, according to the import of 
| its terms. And where a power is expressly given in generat 
| terms, it is not to be restrained to particular cases, unless 
that constriction grow out of the context expressly, or by 
necessary implication. The words are to be taken in their 
natural and obvious sense, and not in a sense unreasonably 
rest icted or enlarged.” 

A still more striking response to the argument 
for a strict construction of the Constitution, will 
be found in the language of the court, in the case 
of Gibbons vs. Ogden, (9 Wheat., 1, &c.) Mr. 
Chief Justice Marshall, in delivertng the opinion 
of the court, says: 

“This instrument contains an enumeration of powers 
expressly granted by the people to their Government. It has 
been said that those powers ought to be construed strictly. 
But when ought they to be so construed? Is there one sen- 
tence inthe Constitution which gives countenance to this 
rule? {nthe list of the enumerated powers, that which 
grants expressly the means for carrying all others into exe- 
cution, Congress is authorized, ‘to makejall laws which shall 
| be necessary and proper for the purpose.’ But this imita- 
| iton on the means which may be used, is not extended to 
| the powers which are conferred; nor is there one sentence 
į inthe Constitution which has been pointed out by the gen- 
| temen of the bar, or which we have been able to discern, 
| that prescribes this rule. We do not, therefore, think our- 
| Selves justified in adopting it.” 

_ What do gentlemen mean by a strict construc- 
tion? If they contend only against that enlarged 
construction which would extend words beyond 
their naturaland obvious import, we might question 
the application of the terms, but should not contro- 
| vert the principle. If they contend for that narrow 
construction which, in support of some theory not 
| to be found in the Constitution, would deny to the 
Government those powers which the words of the 
grant, as usually understood, import, and which 
‘| are consistent with the general views and objects 
of the instrument—for that narrow construction 
which would cripple the Government, and render 
it unequal to the objects for which it is deelared to 
| be instituted, and to which the powers given, as 
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‘i Cannot perceive the propriety of this strict con- 
| struction nor adopt it as a rule by which the Con- 
|| stitution is to be expounded. 

Judge Story then goes on to say: “ It has been remarked 
hy President J. Q. Adams, that ‘it is a circumstance which 
‘will not escape the observation of a philosophical histo- 
: rian, that the constructive powers of the Natiunal Govern- 
+f ment have been stretched to their extren 
i € that party, when in power, which ha 
| scrupulous of the State sovereignt 
authority of the Union thems 
| í inconsistencies, our two great parties can have little to sry 
| $in reproof ofeach other? Without inquiring into the jus- 
, tice of the remark in general, it may he traly stated that the 
; embargo of 1807, and the admission of Louisiana into the 
are very striking illustrations of the application of 
constructive powers.” 

Again, on page 468 of 
Judge Story says: © A po 


i 

Mt as : 

|, fairly understood, render it competent,—then we 
| 

| 

| 


| 
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rest tension by 
as been most tenderly 
when uninvested with 

He adds JF these 


the same volume, section 425, 
wer given in general terme is not 
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restricted to particular cases, merely because it may be 
susceptible of abuse, and, if abused, may lead to mischiev- 
ous consequences. This argument is often used in publie 
debates and in its common aspect addresses itself so much to 
populars fears and prejudices, that it insensibly acquires a 
weight in the public mind, to which it isin no wise entitied. 
The argument ab inconvenienti is sufficiently open to. ques- 
tion from the laxity of application, as well as of opinion, to 
which itle But the argument for a possible abuse of a 
power against its existence or use, is in its nature not only 
perilous, but, in respect to Governments, would strike their 
very foundation | Every form of Government unavoidably 
includes a grant of some discretionary power. It would be 
wholly imbecile without it, lt is impossible to pursue all 
the exigencies which may arise in the progress. of events, 
connected with the rights, duties, and operations of a Gov- 
ernment. Iftbey could be foreseen, it would be impossible 
ab ante to provide for them. ‘the means mast be subject to 
perpétual modification and change; they must be adapted to 
the. existing manners, habits, and institutions of society, 
which are never stationary; to the pressure of dangers or 
necessities ; to the ends in view ; to genera! and permanent 


operations, as well as fugitive and extraordinary emergen- | 


cies, In short, ifthe whole society is not to be revolutioniz: d 
at every critical period, and remoddied in every generation, 
there must be left to those who administer the Government 
a very large mass of discretionary powers, capabie of greater 
or less actual expansion, according to circumstances, and 
sufficiently flexible not to involve the nation in utter 
destruction, from the rigid limitations imposed upon it by 
an improvident jealousy.” 

So we see, from the very authority that is ad- 
duced here by the gentleman from Georgia to 
establish the fact that the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States must be construed strictly—that it must 
be narrowed down to a most circumscribed 
sphere—that all our legislation must depend upon, 
and give way to, a strict construction. We find, 
when we come to read further extracts from the 
same book, that the construction which ought to 
be given to the Constitution is to be a liberal and 
fair construction, and by no means to be confined 
within narrow limits, but to be regarded in a rea- 
sonable point of view, and not to be treated ac- 
cording to the arguments that have always been 
used by the opponents of a fair construction, that 
it will take too wide a range, lead to erroneous 
results, and destroy, finally, the Government, by 
producing consolidation. Justice Story says, it is 
not to be limited, but that a liberal and fair con- 
struction is to be “given to it, according to the 
wants of the Government. And he goes on in 
another section to say, that as the wants of the 
people are constantly increasing in the different 
sections of the country, allowance must be made 
for such increases, and that it is idle and useless 
to say that Congress is bound down to a strict 
construction of the Constitution. This goes to 
show, not that it is a thing to be contracted and 
expanded at pleasure, but that it extends over the 
whole country, without a variation, and affords 
protection to every section of the Confederacy, 
which now extends from one extremity of the 
continent to the other. 

We find that there is a large enumeration of 
powers given to Congress, in the eighth section of 
the third article of the Constitution, upon which 
Justice Story has commented, and which has also 
been commented upon by gentlemen in this House, 
in the course of the déate which has taken place 
upon this bill. 

It was not possible that the framers of the Con- 
stitution could enumerate, in their various ramifi- 
cations, all the wants of the people, present and 
fature. They accordingly enumerated certain 


specific items, and then wound up by saying that | 


Congress should have ail power necessary and 
proper for carrying into execution the foregoing 


powers, and all other powers vested in Congress. 1 | 


think it will be ascertained, after all the conscienti- 
ous scruples and constitutional objections that have 
been urged to the bill now before the committee, 
that all those conscientious scruples, and constitu- 
tional objections, have originated in the southern 
portion of this Confederacy. I should be wanting 
in candor if I did not say that it does appear to me 
to be manifest from this discussion, that the con- 
scientious scruples and the constitutional objec- 
tions to the bill will be found to have thei: origin 
in the southern portion of this Confederacy. It is 
possible that there may be found similar objections 
in the Northwest; but I presume to say that they 
are principally to be found in the South; and | 


have a right to presume it, because, by every gen- | 


tleman who has addressed the committee from 
that section of the country, the same sentiments 
have been advanced. For my own part, I have 
no conscientious scruples which wili deter me 
from voting for this bill, nor do I see any constitu- 
tional objections to any feature of it. æ% 


There is one provision in thé bill, that seems to 
meet with disfavor from thosé gentlemen who are 
willing to support the bill generally, and whose 
only objection is to that particular portion of it; 
and it is that which provides for taking the census 
of the various branches of the Christian church, 
the number of the members of the various de- 
nominations, &c., &e.. To that, I have, myself, 
no objection, nor can I see any constitutional ob- 
jection to it. If it had not been inserted, I do not 
say that I should be very anxious for_its insertion; 
but being there, and a form or schedule being pro- 
vided, and it being a perfeetly innocent inquiry in 
itself; and not only so, but adding that much to 
the common stock of knowledge that we shall ob- 
tain if the provision be carried out, I am willing, 
most cordially to adopt it. [know thatthe church 
has its friends, and has its enemies. I know that 
the church is considered to be a most deadly ene- 
my to some particular interests. But the relative 
strength of each church exists, and we shall not 
increase or diminish any power it may possess by 
taking an enumeration of its members. The taking 
of such enumeration will certainly not give any 
impetus to the union of any sects or denomina- 
tions for the purpose of wielding political power. 
The strength of the various denominations will 
continue in the same relative proportion as though 
no such enumeration had ever been made. The 
collection of this information will also show the 
amount of the numbers of the various Christian 
denominations in the aggregate, though, after all, 
they will turn out to be only part and parcel of 
the population of the United States. And it will 
neither add to nor diminish their numbers. It is 
not proposed to interpose any law regulating the 
church—it is merely proposed to obtain so much 
additional information; information that cannot be 
obtained in any other way. Itis said by gentle- 
men here, that there is another and a better way 
of getting all this church information; that is, to 
obtain it from the church sessions, the proceedings 
of which are published to the world by the va- 
į rious ecclesiastical denominations. Let me assure 
gentlemen that there is no danger to be appre- 
hended by any party of politicians fromthe church 
militant on earth. 

There is another particular which has much in- 
fluence with me; and it is this: There is a territory 
called Deseret, or Utah; that territory is settled 
principally, I believe, by a people entertaining pe- 
| culiar views upon religious subjects. They are 
called the “Latter Day Saints.” The people of 
that territory have made application to Congress 
to be admitted into this Confederacy, as an inde- 
pendent State or territory. Now, J wishto know 
for myself, whether there are any other professing 
Christians in that territory, which-is thus seeking 
to have a State or territorial government. If it 
should turn out, that there are there people of no 
other religious faith, I should hesitate somewhat, 
before granting their request; for the establishment 
of a govenrment for it would look very much, it 
appears to me, like a union of Church and State, 
if people of one single denomination be permitted 


j@to form for themselves a government. 


I| There is another question, also, that I would 
like to see investigated. I would like to see the 
resources of that people—I would like to see their 
l; physical resources developed; 1 would like to see 
| some account of their property. There has been 
|| a complaint lodged against them, by way of ob- 
i 


| Jection to their being permitted to form a State con- 
į stitution and to be received into the Confederacy, 
that they have levied duties upon the citizens of 
| 
| 


| and that they have committed other aggressions 


ascertain the number of the inhabitants, and the 
religion they profess; 1 would like to ascertain 
whether they are all of the same religious faith. 
f 
and in the schedules attached to it, which I would 
| like to have investigated; not that I have any per- 
| sonal interest in them, other than that which I 
f hold in common with my fellow-citizens in the 
i South, North, East, and West, and in the great 
i and growing Northwest. lam a citizen of the 
i United States, and have feelings in common with 
|| every section of the Confederacy; and, so far as 
(| information that may be procured is of importance 
i to any section, so far am Iin favorof it. My 


And there are other important matters in this bill, | 


the United States passing through their country, |: 


; 1840. 


| raising of hemp. 
| they raise more than sufficient to hang the grow- 


feclings are not sectional, nor ami I a very great 
stickler for a strict construction of the Constim- 
tion. J am for that construction which the instru- 
ment itself fairly warrants—l am’ for that con- 
struction which it has received at the hands of the 
liberal expounders of the law and the Constitution 
in Congress. : 

And now, one word in regard to the’ principal 
object of the bill. 1 wish to ascertain the number 
of citizens of the United States. I wish to know 
tbe sex and the age, and the names also; and not 
only that, but the coior, arid what the occupation 
of each may happen to be. I wish to know how 
many freemen and how many bondmen there aré 
in this country. And another important fact that 4 
wish to ascertain is, how many of them can read, 
how many of them are enlightened, and how many 
are in a degraded state, without information and 
without instruction. And I desire to see, also, the 
amount of the products of mechanical skill and 
labor, as well as of the products of the earth. 1¥ 
want to see what proficiency and what progress 
American arts and ingenuity have made since 
I want to see how many wooden nutmegs, 
horn flints, and basswood hams haye been made 
and sent to the South since the Jast census... This 
is a matter in which the South are interested, for 
they are the consumers of these commodities. 
{Laughter.] {want to see what is going on, too, 
in old Maine. 

The gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Cor- 
cock] declares that no one is more anxious to 
obtain this information than he is, but his con- 
stitutional scruples will deny him that luxury. I 
would like to see what is going on in the State 
of New York. l would like to know how their 
agricultural interests are progressing. I would 
like to know the present state of the manufacturing 
interests in Massachusetts. I would like to see 
how things are going on in the ‘* Old Dominion.”” 
I would like to know what progress they have 
made in the last ten years. She has always bern 
regarded as among the foremost of the producing 
States. I would be glad to ascertain whether her 
agricultural and manufacturing, and all the various 
interests of the people of that great State, are ina 
flourishing condition or not. I would like to know 
what progress has been made in Kentucky in the 
I would like to know whether 


ers; and | should like to learn what progress has 
been made in the process of water-rotting hemp. 
All these matters, I apprehend, come properly 
within the provision. of our constitutional power. 
I am sure we have heard discussion enough about 
hemp, and the mode of rotting it, to create an in- 
terest-in the subject in the minds of very many of 
the members in this House. 

Lastly, I would like to know sométhing about 
Pennsylvania. And } am not ashamed to seek for 
the information that is proposed to be obtained by 
the provisions of this bill. I would have that in- 
formation carefully hunted up. I would have it, 
diligently searched for, as with a search-warrant. 
1 would inquire into the operations ofthe farmers 
and manufacturers of Pennsylvania. What would 
be the result? It would be to show, that that great 
State possesses a superabundance of wealth; that 
she has vast furnaces and mills for the manufac- 
ture of iron, with which the mountains of that 
Stateabound. It would be found that she has am- 
ple resources to supply the world; but it would 
also be found, that those furnaces and manufacto- 
ries of hers are standing still; and that their oper- 
atives are being dismissed, and are searching for 
otheremployment. This lamentable fact will be 
found; and it will noUbe difficult to ascertain the 
cause of this unfortunate state of things.in Penn- 
sylvania, in Massachusetts, and in other States, 
where they manufacture iron, cotton, and other 
mportant staple products of the country, Ht will 
be found—not that free labor cannot compete with 
the pauper labor of Europe—but that it is brought 
into competition with the slave lalor of our own 
country. The worst enemy that intrudes into the 
free States of this Union, is that of their own 
household. The worst and most destructive ene- 
my that labor has ever encountered in this coun- 
try, has been slave labor, as evidenly appears 
from the testimony of gentlemen in this’Conyress. 

J am not disposed to take up much of the time of 
this House in the discussion of these matters; but E 
felt called upon, inasmuch as the discussion is to 
closeto-morrow, to produce the authority by which 
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` we propose to pass this act. {t isto be found in the 
very book that was produced here by the gentle- | 
man from Georgia, who has conscientious scru- 
in regard to 
Pie desea in order to satisfy the scruples 
of gentlemen, and to show them our power, | 
under the Constitution, to legislate upon this or 
upon any other subject that will have a tendency 
to. improve or ameliorate the condition of our 
countrymen. This Constitution is Our own; it 
belongs to the people of the United States; they 
have the right todo with it as they please.so tong 
as they keep jit inviolate—so long as they make it 
the ark of the covenent—so that the people of this 
country may be shielded and protected by it. 
They are the great expounders of this instru- 
ment—it has been so decided, time and again; and 
we.are told here, for the first time, by gentlemen 
who declare that they want this information—that 
we have no constitutional power to procure it. 
They say they are anxious for full information, 
but that they have conscientious scruples on the 
subject, and the. great tenderness of their con- 
sciences denies to them the right to procure it. 
Let them look at the Constitution itself, and the 
construction which it has received by the Supreme 
Court, and by Congress, and by almost immemo- 
rial usage; and in all these, I can discover nothing 
to make me hesitate for a moment to vote for the 
provisions contained in this bill. 

But there is another very important provision 
in one of the schedules of the bill, and it ‘is that 
which provides for taking the census of the colored 
population, in which the persons taking the 
census are directed to record the names and de- 
grees of color of the colored population. Now, 
what is the great object of this? It is to know 
what proportion of them are of the African race, 
fully, and what proportion are of mixed race; and 
it will determine a very important fact. The 
question has been started, as to whether the whole 
human race originated from one common parent- 
age. k that if, 
in regard to color, it will give some clue to the as- 
certainment of the trath in regard to this question; 
and that it may ultimately be ferreted out in a 
manner that will be entirely satisfactory. There- 
fore itis of the first importance that we should 
know, not only the number, but also the color, 
and the shade, or degree of color of that class of 
our. population, Much depends ùpon this, and 
much depends upon another important fact. We 
shall know, if the census be taken correctly, the 
number of freemen in the United States. We 
shall know the number of slaves in the United 
States. We shall know the number of ignorant 
and degraded, whether bond or free, black or 
white. [tis important that the number of slaves 
should be ascertained, and the Constitution re- 
quires it, because a portion of the representation 
in this ELouse is predicated upon the slave popu- 
lation. Now, l should be glad to know what ob- 
jection there can be, while taking the census, 
to collect the information that is indicated in the 
various schedules attached to this bill. We 

“should ascertain not only the number of Afri- 
cans now held in servitude, but their various 
employments would be ascertained, and the re- 
sults of that employment known, The pursuits 
in life, of all the inhabitants of every State, 
would be set forth in bold relief, and I appre- 


hend that there would be no reluctance on the, 


part of the people of any section, to withhold the 
necessary information. Why should Virginia be 
ashamed to compare her resources with those of 
any State in the Union. She tas the largest ter- 
ritory, the best soil, and the most congenial climate 
of any State. She is second to no State, in point 
of natural advantages; but, I suppose it will turn 
out in this way; I suppose it will turn out that 
Pennsylvania has increased in population faster 


{ 


this matter. I felt bound to read || 


Now, I think that if we ascertain these facts | 


so as to include the motion heretofore made by 
his colleague. 

Mr. V. was proceeding to address the com- 
mittee, but yielded at the request of Mr, Swert- 
ser, who desired to make an explanation. 

Mr. SWEETSER referred to the allusion made 
by the gentleman from Pennsylvania {Mr. Howe] 
to the inhabitants. of Deseret, which he said was 
the second unfavorable allusion that had been 
made to that’ people during this debate, and said, 
as they had no representative upon the floor, he 
felt bound. to repel these allusions. He did not 
| know for what object they were made, unless it 
were to prejudice the House against the applica- 
tion of that people for the extension of a govern- 
ment to them. They had been represented as a 
set of men banded together upon the confines of 
civilization in the West for the purpose of robbery 
and outrage. He stated that, having made in- 
quiries upon the subject, he had received authen- 
tic information, which warranted him in saying that 
such representations were without foundauon in 
truth. He referred to an instance of a citizen of his 
own State, who, in passing through that territory 
with his wife, was accidentally killed, and the wife 
was protected and cared for by that people ina man- 
ner which must command the approbation of every 
citizen. He referred to another similar instance 
of the hospitality and kindness of that people 
while they were upon the Western Reserve, in 
Ohio. ` He expressed the opinion that the unfa- 
vorable allusions which had been made to the con- 
duct of the Mormans while in linots, were equally 
without foundation, and represented them as an 
inoffensive, peaceful, industrious people, who dis- 
charged all the oblizations that could rest upon 
i the most civilized and Christian community, He 


t 


able persons having no sympathy with the peculiar 
religious views of that people. 

Mr. VINTON said, he had risen for the pur- 
|| pose of drawing the attentidn of the committee to 
| two amendments, which it was his intention to 
offer to the bill whenever it shall be in order for 
i| him to propose them. The bill now before the 
committee provides only for the taking of the sev- 
enth census of the United States, without looking 
to the future. The Constitution of the United 
States makes provision for an equitable appor- 
'tionment of Representatives among the several 
| States, at stated intervals of ten years, according 
i to the number of their people. To accomplish 
this in a way to leave nothing to the discretion of 
Congress, whether to do it or not, it provides that 


| made within three years after the first meeting of 
the Congress of the United States, and within 
every Subsequent term of ten years, in such man- 
| ner as they shall bylaw direct.’ If this clause had 
simply directed that a census should be taken 
every ten years for the apportionment of Repre- 
sentatives among the States, perhaps in case of 
an omission by Congress to pass a law regulating 


į the duty of the President to see that this require- 
ment of the Constitution was carried into effect. 
But as the Constitution declares that it shall be 


| that there could be no apportionment of Repre- 
/ sentatives; secon‘l, that there could be no House 


|| of Representatives after the time when by the 
i 


i Constitution the apportionment should be made. 
| And thus by such an omission the House would 
| be dissolved and the Government in fact unhinged, 
| without the possibility of reorganizing the House, 
| and putting the law-making power in motion again 


than Virginia. It will turn out by comparison, 
that Ohio has increased faster than Kentucky; 
„and so of Indiana, Ilinois, and other northern 
and western States. 


will show a greater and greater disparity. 
the information obtained, in order that the whole | 
reading world may know the exact state of things. | 

Finally, | can see no objections to any of the, 
provisions of the bill, and” therefore I shail give it | 
my cordial support. ; 

Mr. VINTON obtained the floor, and said he 
should move to amend the first section of the bill 


| 


We know the fact to be so; į! 
and we know, also, that every successive census, ` is concerned, some permanent legal provision; and |, on and accomplish our great destiny without any 


I wish | till that is done, it is apparent that the Govern- ; 


» |i up a section declaring that this act shall continue 


i 


by any constitutional mode. Now the bare stating 
of these consequences must, I think, satisfy every 


i 
H 
j 
j 


j 


far at Jeast as the enumeration of the inhabitants 


ment is only temporarily organized, instead of 


| dictates it should be. No one can foretell when or 
; how soon the passage of a census act may be defeat- 
| ed, and the Government thus brought toan end. T'o 
| provide against such a contingency, 1 have drawn 


F 
by striking out all after the word “ enumerated,” 


made these statements upon the testimony of reli- į 


i the first enumeration of the inhabitants “ shall be | 


the mode of taking the enumeration, it might be | 


gentleman that the Constitution contemplated, so - 


in force till altered or repealed; and that any fu- 
ture census shall be taken in pursuance to. it, in 
case Congress shall omit to pass an act for that 
purpose, on or before the first day of January of 
any year when the census is required to be taken. 
This will secure the execution of that important 
provision of the Constitutionjand put the Gov- 
ernment beyond the reach of casualty from this 
cause. Ihave no doubt such precautionary pro- 
vision has been heretofore omitted from inadvert- 
ence; and if it once find its way into a census 
act, it will be incorporated into all future acts, and 
the certain execution of this provision of the 
Constitution effectually secured. The amendment 
I propose is harmless and precautionary, and may 
be of vital importance. I hope it may receive the 
approbation of the committee. Akin to this, there 
is another amendment of still higher importance, 
which I intend to propose to this bill, but shall 
not press it, if gentlemen shall think it would in- 
juriously embarrass or delay its passage. The 
amendment proposes to organize this House per- 
manently, by declaring the number of members 
which shall hereafter compose the body. Has it 
ever occurred to gentlemen that this House has 
never yet been permanently organized? and as a 
consequence from this, that the Government, as 
the country, has had only a temporary 6rganiza- 
tion, and must itself dissolve with the dissolution 
of this House? Hitherto, after the taking of 
each census, the House has been organized for a 
period of ten years only, and to continue only 
until another apportionment of members among the 
States under the next succeeding census. There 
is no necessity for dissolving the body in order to 
apportion the members. 

nder the plan of legislation heretofore pursued, 
in order to preserve the organization of this House, 
and with it the existence of the Government itself, 
two important laws must be passed within the 
| period of every ten years. First a law to take the 
| census, and thena law to declare what number 
of members shall constitute the body, and to 
apportion them among the several States. If 
either be omitted the Government is unhinged. 
The framers of the Constitution never could have 
contemplated that the work of their hands, and 
the existence of the Government itself, would be 
left subject to any such contingency. The original 
organization of the House provided for in the Con- 
stitution was temporary, for want of a knowledge 
of the facts necessary to a wise and permanent 
organization. The population of the country was 
wiknown—a part of it only was inhabited—the 
Government was an experiment, and it was a 
matter of opinion only, how it would work in 
practice. At the end of more than sixty years, 
what was opinion then, is history now, founded 
on actual experience. It was left to Congress to 
frame these two organict laws, when it should 
possess better lights than the framers of the Con- 
stitudon had at their command. I think the time 
has come when Congress should perform this 
duty, and put the existenge of the Government 
beyond hazard from this cause. To provide those 
laws necessary to the self-preservation and per- 
petuity of the Government is the very first and 
highest duty of those who have the power to 
enact them. 

Who can undertake to say that a state of things 
will never exist when either of the three depart- 
| ments necessary to the passageof a law will refuse 
i Its sanction to such a law, or wholly omit to act? 
: Who can undertake to predict that neither of these 
| departments will ever be under the power of those 
| who might desire a dissolution of the Govern- 
iment? And if so, must not all perceive the immi- 
| nent peril to which the Government would be 
subjected when such men would have nothing to 
do to overturn it, but to refuse to pass the laws 
;, necessary to preserve it frem dissolution? Can 
_| we expect, in the progress of our history, to escape 
| those dissensions, agitations, and civil commotions 
i which have been the lot of every nation that ever 


| 
i 


ʻi yet existed? Can we expect that we are to live 


; of these calamities, and in that confidence fail to 


my i ii provide for the future? I propose to remedy this, 
; permanently, which both wisdom and prudence ii 


and provide for the permanent organization of the 
House, by fixing its number permanently. I have 
i named two hundred as the future number of mem- 
i bers—the apportionment under the next, or any 
other subsequent census, to be made, aa follows: 
By agivision of the whole representative popula- 
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` tion of all the States by two hundred, the number 
of inhabitants or ratio is ascertained which would 
be entitled to a member- under the next or any 
future census. By another division of the whole 
representative population of each State by this 
ratio, the number of members to which each 
State would be entitled is arrived at. In this last 
division of the individual States, fractions would 
be left that would reduce the number below two 
hundred. I propose to supply this loss by giving 
members to as many States having the largest 
fractions, as will make up the loss; and bring the 
number of members up-to two hundred. . 
Now, this arrangement would be attended with 
many and great advantages. The first and greatest 


of all is, it completés the organization of the Gov- | 


ernment, and puts it beyond the reach of accident 
or faction from this cause. Next, it obviates the 


necessity of future legislation in respect to the or- | 


ganization of the [ouse; and if in future it should 
be thought by any that the number of the body 
was too large or two small, the burden of show- 
ing the necessity of the change would devolve on 
its advocates. This is the footing on which all 
laws, certainly those which are organic, should 
stand. Next, if a permanent number is estab- 
lished, it will be likely to be fixed with reference 
chiefly, if not solely, to those general considera- 
tions of public expediency and convenince, which 
ought to be alone regarded in the adoption of 
such a measure. Next, it will do away with the 
necessity of passing an apportionment law, after 
the census shall have been taken, and thus save 
Congress from the waste of much time and from 
a disreputable contest about the unrepresented frac- 
tions. These which, in the view of a real states- 
man, are entitled to no consideration, have unfor- 
tunately had more influenee in fixing the appor- 
tionment, and with it the number of the House, 
than all other motives besides. A great waste of 
time, for weeks, has been lost in a disreputable 
scramble to throw the fractions from one State or 
section upon another. The consequence has been, 
thata large part of the House has been deeply dis- 
satisfied. The work has been usually accom- 
plished by a combination of the large States, who 
could best afford to bear the loss of the fractions, 
hitting upon some ratio that would leave them 


with small fractions, and then, with the aid of | 


such small States as happened to have small frac- 


tions also under the proposed ratio, voting it 


through without much regard to the number of 
the House, and to the injustice done to the small 
States. This will be likely to occur again two 
years hence, if no provision be now made to or- 
ganize the Flouse. 

The proposed measure will save the future waste 
of time on this subject, as well as future complaints 
of injustice or unfair dealing. Asone of the mem- 
bers of a large State, which can afford as well as 
any other to bear the loss of a fraction, | am will- 
ing to waive the advantage Ohio would have over 
asmall State in the adjustment of an apportion- 
ment bill, and that she shall take her equal chance 
only with her smaller sisters. I know po reason 
why the large States, such as Ohio or Virginia, 
shall have any advantage over New Hampshire or 
Arkansas. 
number of the members now is, that it would save 
the States much expense and inconvenience. The 
census cannot be taken and returned to Congress 
before the first session of the next Congress, in 
December, 1851. There is not the remotest pro- 
bability that Congress would pass a bill to fix the 
number of the House under that census, and ap- 
portion the members among the States tll long 
after the sessions of the State legislatures for that 
year had closed. The consequence will be, as. Í 
believe it was under the last apportionment, that 
a special session of every State legislature through- 
out the Union must be called for the special pur- 


pose of dividing the States into congressional dis- ; 
To get five or six thousand members of | 


tricts. 
the State legislatures together for this purpase 
alone, is a burden and inconvenience that ought 
not to be unnecessarily imposed on the States. 

I regard this as a proposition of great import- 
ance. l think the House should be permanently 
organized, and put beyond all hazard of dissolu- 
tion as far as legislation can give it stability. But 
stiil, if ia the general opinion of the committee 
the measure would seriously delay the bill, or 
endanger its passage, | shall not press it; but, in 
that case, shall bring it forward as a distinct prop- 


The next advantage from fixing the | 


| country, it would be indispensably necessary that 
| the number of the members should be large, to 
j| bring into it the necessary amount of local knowl- 


! have no doubt that four or five members would 


| the several States under such enumeration; and the said | 


osition, and ask for a select.committee to consider | 
ard report upon it. One word on the subject of 
the number of members which ought to compose 

the body. I have proposed two hundred; but I| 
consider that to be a matter quite subordinate to 
the main object of establishing the House on a 
permanent basis. My own opinion is, however, 
that the proposed number is too large rather than 
too small. I think we have, to some extent, been 
misled on this subject, by forming our opinions 
upon examples of legislative assemblies abroad, 
especially Engiand. 

Now it should be remembered that in Great 
Britain and France, the same body supervises all 
local and municipal subjects, and legislates for 
them all. If this House hada like jurisdiction 
and like duties to perform for all of this great 


edge and local feeling; but when it is remembered 
that Congress possesses only general powers, such 
as to regulate commerce, the currency, to declare 
war, levy taxes which are uniform, and other gen- 

eral powers, it is quite apparent there is litle | 
necessity for minute local knowledge. Compre- 
hensive general knowledge is whatis wanted. I 


represent the State of Ohio as well as twenty-one. 
Indeed, I do not know that a case has ever arisen | 
during my twenty years experience here, in j 
which I have given a vote different from what i 
should have done, if I had lived in any other dis- 
trictof my State. But I will not weary the com- 
mittee with further remarks—my main object was 
to bring this important subject distinctly to its 
notice. ge . 

Mr. VINTON’S propositions were read for in- 
formation, as follows: 

Be it enacted, ¥c., That this act shall continue in force 
until altered or repealed; and if no other Jaw be passed pro- 
viding for the taking of any subsequent census of the United 
States, on or betore the first day of January of any year 
when, by the Constitution of the Uniied States, any future 
enumeration of the inhabitants thereof is required to be 
taken, such census shall, in all things, be taken and com- 
pleted acearding to the provisions of this act. 

And be it further enacted, That trom and after the third 
day of March, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-three, 
the House of Representatives shall be composed of two 
hundred members, to be appordoned among the several | 
States in the manner directed in the next section of this | 
act. 

And be it further enacted, That so soon as the next and i 
each subsequent enumeration of the inhabitants of the sev- 
eral States, directed by the Constitution of the United States 
to be taken, shall be completed and returned to the ‘ofice 
of the Department of the Interior, it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of the Interior to ascertain the aggregate repre- 
sentative population of the United States by adding to the 
whole number of free persous in atl the States, inciuding 
those bound to service for a term of years, and excluding 
Indians not taxed, three-fifths of all othey, persons 5 whieh 
aggregate population he shall divide by the number two 
hundred, and the product of such division, rejecting any 
portion of an unit, if any such happen to remain, shall be 
the ratio or rule of apportionment of representatives among 


Secretary of the Department of the Interior shall then pro- | 
ceed in the same manner to ascertain the represeutative : 
population of each State, and to divide the whole umber | 
ofeach State thus found by the ratio already determined ; 
y him as above directed, and the product of this last divi- | 
sion shall be the number of Representatives apportioned to 
such State under the then last enumeration: Provided, That 
the | in the number of members caused by the fractions 
remaining in the several States on the division of the pop- 
ulation thereof, shall be compensated for by assigning to 
so many States having the larges tions, one additional 
member each for its fraction, nay De necessary toinake | 
the whole number of Representatives two hundred: 4nd ; 
provided also, That if, after the arportionment of the Rep- | 
resentatives under the next or any subsequent- consus, a 
new State or States shall be admitted into the Union, the | 
Representative or Representatives assigned to such new | 
State or States shall be in addition to the number of Repre- i 
sentatives herein above limited; which excess of Repre- | 
sentatives over two hundred shat oniy continue until the : 
next succeeding apportionment of Representatives under 
the next succeeding census. 

Mr. V. having concluded— | 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, obtained the 
floor; but yielded to a motion by 

Mr. CLINGMAN, that the committee rise. 


The motion having been agreed to, the commit- | 


tee rose and reported progress. i 
Mr. DICKEY, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, made a report, i 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, moved that the | 
House proceed to the business upon the Speaker’s 
table. 

The SPEAKER said the motion was not in 
order, except by unanimous consent, as the “morn- 
ing hour” had not yet expired. | 


. THE. PUBLIC. PRINTING. 

Mr. MEADE asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to introduce a resolution of inguiry, to 
be referred. to the select committee on the public 
printing. f i oe 
i The resolution was read for information, as fol- 
ows: 

Resolved, That the special committee of nine, to whom 
was referred the subject of the Government printing, inquire 
into the expediency of establishing a printing office on Gov- 
ernment account, to do the publie printing, and report by bill 
or otherwise. 

The resolution having been read— 

Objection was made. 

So the resolution was not received. 

A motion was made that the House adjourn; 
but was waived for the moment. . 

The SPEAKER said that the House had here- 
tofore ordered the report of the Commissioner of 


; Patents to be printed, a portion of which had been 
| received. 


The agricultural portion had now been 
laid upon the Speaker’s table, the order to print 
having been adopted by the. House; and if there 
was no objection, this portion would be referred 
to the Committee on Patents. 

No objection having been made, it was ordered 
accordingly. 

And then the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &c. 


The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees: : 

By Mr. MOORE: The petition of Whitall, Brother & Co., 
and 337 others; also, of Joho Wandell & Son, and 419 
others; William S. Hansell & Son, and 127 others; Thomas 
A. Wright and 303 others; J, T. & L. F. Delacroix and 202 
others; J. O. Reves & Co., and 374 others; J. Palmer & 
Co., and 384 others; John Welsh, jr. and 60 others; S. B. 
Jounson and 131 others; Anthony Green and 125 others 3 
all citizens of the city and county of Philadelphia, asking a 
reduction in the rates of postage. 

By Mr. HARLAN: The petition of Jocob Karns and 96 
others, citizens of the county of Lagrange, iv the State of 
Tndiana, in favor of the application of the ordinance of 1787 
to all the territories recently acquired from Mexico. 

By Mr. BISSELL: The memorial of Willian, H. Owen, 
praying Congress to allow bim compensation for services 
rendered in carrying express, &c., in Mexico. 

By Mr. STETSON: The petition of 77 citizens of Lee, 
Maine, for the prohibition of slavery in the territories. 

Also, the petition of Andrew J, Herriman and 41 others, 
citizens of Wellington. Maine, for cheap postage. 

By Mr, YOUNG: The memorial of Willian B. Archer 
and others, delegates to the Vandalia Convention, praying 
for the right of way for the Mississippi and Auntie Railroad, 
from a pomt opposite Terre Haute, Indiana, to Winoistuwn, 
in the State of Minois. 

By Mr. PHELPS: T'he remonstrance 6f A. H. Evans, of 
St. Louis, Missouri, against the petition of the city of St 
Louis praying for the grant of. ceMain landa in the vicinity 
of said city. i : 

By Mr. JULIAN: The petition of 53 citizens of Henry 
county, Indiana, praying Congress tu repeal all Jaws by 
which slavery or the slave trade is supported in the District 
of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of 57 citizens of same county, praying 
Congress to establish and proteet freedom in all the territo- 
ies of the United States. 
s0, the petition of 53 citizens of same county, praying 
Congress to provide a trial by jury for alleged fugilives trom 
labor. 3 

Also, the petition of 58 citizens of same county, asking 
Congress to refuse the admission of any more slave States. 

Also, the petition of 70 other citizens of Indiana, praying 
Congress to refuse the admission of any more slave States, 
and establish freedom in all the territories of the Uimted 
States. 

By Mr. JOHNSON, ‘of Arkansas: The memorial of old 
setters, Cheruke: . 

Also, the petition of citizens of Lafayette county, Arkan- 
sas, and Claiborne Parish, Louisiana, tor post-roud. 

Also, the petition of James S. Dollarhide and William K. 
McKean, officers in the Mexican war, tor hounty in dand. 


By Mr. PUTNAM: A memorial of the members of the 
bar residiug in the county of Genesee, New York, repre- 


senting that the incressing counuerce, and consequent diti- 
gation of the western part of the said State, require greaier 
facilities for the transaction of legal business in the courts 
of the United Stites, and praying that anew judicial dis- 
trict be established for the western part of said State. 

By Mr. WALDO: The petition of Joshua R. Jewett, of 
Granby, Connecticut, for.seven years balt pay ot his uher 
who was a eaplain m the revolutionary war, and was killed 
at Fiatbusit, Long Iland. 

Also, the petition of Rev. R. H. Maine and 60 others, 


` invabitants of the town. of Simsbury, Connecticut, asking 


for the adoption of meas to setile national controversies 
by arbitration or hy a coner of nations, 

Also, the petition of A. Thompson and 70 others, in- 
habitants of Berlin, (Kensington Society,) Connecticut, for 


i the sani objects. 


Be Mr. PRESTON KING: The petition of 583 citizens 
of Rochester, New York, against the passage of any more 
stringent law for the recapture of fugitive slaves. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Rinsomville, Niagara 
conn y, New: York, for ihe repeal of all laws enacted or 
adopted by Congress for the support of slavery in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, 

Also, the petition of the same citizens for the protection 
of freedom in the terrizories. 
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Also, the petition ‘of the same: citizens. to secure to. al- 
leged fugitives the right of trial by jury. oe ue, : 

“Also; the petition of the same citizens against the admis- 
sion of any more slave States into thë Union. i 

“Also, faut several petitions from citizens of Morristown, 
St. Lawrence county, New York, for the same objects. { 

Also, four several petitions of citizens of the town of 
Oswegatchie for the same objects. : 

Atso; four several petitions of citizens of Bethany, Gene- 
see County, New York, forthe same objects. 

Also, four several petitions of citizens of Otsego, Otsego 
county, New Vork, for the came objects. 

By Mr. DOTY: The petition of Daniel Jerome, George 
A. Janes and others, for a mail-route from Madison by 
Lowville,; Wyocena, Marcellon, Rock Hill, and Kingston, | 
to Lake Apuckawa, in Wisconsin. 

Also; the petiti ns of J. S. Brown, A. M. Howard, and 
others, for the repeal of all Jaws permitting slavery in the 
District of Columbia ;:to secure to alleged fugitive slaves 
“the right of trial by jury; also, that slavery ind -the slave 
‘trade be prohibited in the territories ; and against the ad- 
mission of more siave States into the Union. $ 
“By Mi FOWLER: A petition from Alvan Shaw, Elijah 
Idinan and 35 other citizens of East Bridgewater, Massachu- 
setts, against the admission into the Union of any States, 
unless slavery shall be expressly prohibited. 

‘Also, a petition for the prohibition of slavery and the 
slave trade in-the territories. | g 

Also, a petition for the repeal of all laws sanctioning sla- 
¿Very in. the District of Columbiagor the removal of the seat 
-Of Government to a free State. a 

Also, a petition against the delivery of fugitive slaves, ex- | 
cepton the finding of a jury. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, April 30, 1850. 


Mr. FOOTE presented the credentials of the 
Hon. Jerrerson Davis, of Mississippi, elected a 


Senator from that State for the constitutional term | 


of six years from the 4th of March, 1851; which 
were read, and ordered to be placed on file. 


MEMORIALS. AND PETITIONS. 

Mr. CASS presented a memorial of citizens of 
Luzerne county, Pennsylvania, urging upon Con- 
gress the passage of a law granting bounty lands 
to the officers and soldiers of the last war with 


Great Britain; which was referred to the Commit- | 


tee on Military Affairs. à 

Mr. ATCHISON presented the petition of Au- 
gustus H. Evans, Daniel D. Page, and others, 
asking the confirmation of their title to a quarter | 
section of the land in the St. Louis land district; | 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. : 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, presented a memo- 
rial from William A. Nicholas, in behalf of him- 
self and other officers of the second regiment of 


the United States artillery, asking that an appro- | 


priation may be made for supplying the band at- 
tached to this regimerft with musical instruments; 
which was referred to the Committee on Mil 
Affairs. 

Mr. SEWARD presented three petitions—one | 


signed by two hundred and forty-four citizens of i 


Rochester, one from Somerset, and one from La, 
in the State of New York—asking that slavery | 
and the slave trade may be prohibited in the terri- 
tories of the United States; also, three petitions 
from citizens of the same, asking that the right of 
trial by jury may be secured by law to fugitive 
slaves arrested in any other State than that in | 
which their service is claimed; also, three petitions | 
from citizens of the same, asking that no State | 
may hereafter be admitted into the Union, whose | 
constitution does not express! 
within its limits; also, three petitions from the | 
same, asking that slavery and the slave trade may | 
be abolished in the. District of Columbia, or the | 
seat of Government removed therefrom; also, a 
prunon from citizens of Ostario county, New 

ork, asking that the army may be disbanded, | 
and all its services hereafter dispensed with; allof | 


which petiuons were received and ordered to Hie on | 


J 
i 
i 


the table, 


| of Lucas county, Ohio, asking that the public 


Í! and in favor of changes in the route from Talbotton to Hoot- 


itary |} 


y prohibit slavery || 


Mr. CHASE presented a memorial of citizens 


lands may be granted in limited quantities to ac- 
tual settlers not possessed of other lands; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
Mr. SEBASTIAN presented a memorial from 
the “Old Settlers, or Western Cherokees?” asking 
the payment of their per capita allowance, agree- 
ably -to- the 4th article. of the treaty of 1846, be- 
tween the United States and the Cherokee Indians; 
which was referred to the Committee on India 
Affairs. : 

Mr. BORLAND presented the memorial of the 
officers of the National Institute, asking that pro- 
vision may be made by law for the exhibition and 
preservation of the specimens in the possession of 
the Institute, and for defraying the expenses in- 
cident to their reception, and that the custody of 
the specimens collected by the Exploring Expedi- 
tion may be committed to them; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Library. 

Mr. KING presented a memorial of the legisla- 
ture of Alabama, asking a grant of public lands to 
aid in the construction of certain railroads and 
plank roads authorized to be constructed through 
that State; which was referred to the Commitee 
on Public Lands. 


RESOLUTIONS OF A STATE LEGISLATURE. 


Mr. DAWSON presented thirteen resolutions 
of the legislature of Georgia in favor of the fol- 
lowing post routes: 

From Dahlonega to William Robertson’s, in 
county. 

trom eleventh station on the Central railroad to fifty-fifth 
precinct, in Emanuel county. 

From Eden, iu £fingham county, to James Hazin’s, in 
Bullock county. 

from Dablin, Laurens county, to Jacksonville, Telfair 
county. 

Erom thirteenth station, Central railroad, to Landersville, 
in Washington couuty. 

From Thomasville, Georgia, to Monticello, Florida. 

From Centre Village to St. Mary’s, in Camden county. 

From Waresboro’, Ware county, to Centre village, in 
Camden county, 

From Waresboro’, Georgia, to Blount’s Ferry, Florida; 


Lumpkin 


ensville, in Upson county, and the route from Monticello, 
Florida, to Thomasville, Georgia. 

In presenting the resolutions, Mr. D. said: I 
have received from the State.of Georgia thirteen 
resolutions, passed at the last session of the le- 
gislature of that State, on the subject of mail- 
routes. I referred the whole of these resolutions 
i| first to the Post Office Department, for the pur- 
pose of ascertaining how many of these routes 
i could be established under existing laws. I 
have received a report from the Postmaster Gen- 
eral on that subject, with which | beg to accom- 
| pany the presentation of the resolutions which I! 
am about to lay upon the table. 1 wish to call | 
the aitention of the chairman of the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads [Mr. Rusx] to 
these resolutions; and I beg to say to him that the 
| applications come chiefly from that portion of the | 
Siate of Georgia in which he was born, and in 
| which he grew up. It has since become exceed- 
| ingly populous and prosperous, and requires all 
| the facilities, in respect to the conveyance of the 
mails, which exist in other equally densely popu- | 
lated sections of the United States. I call his at- | 
į tention to the subject, inasmuch as anything he | 
may do for their relief will relate to his own kith 
and kin. l ask that they may be received, and 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

The several joint resolutions were then referred || 
| to the Committee on the Post Office.and Post | 
| Roads, together with a communication from the i 
| Postmaster-General in relation to the proposed | 
| mail-routes. 


| WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


Mr. S. also presented a petition from male and | 
female colored residents of Boston, Massachusetts, | 
asking that colorrd men may be employed in | 
transporting the mails, and be enrolled in the mi- | 
litia; also, a petion of male and female residents | 
of the same city and State, protesting against the 
enactment of any Jaw for the recovery of fugitive | 
slaves; which were received, and ordered to lie | 
on the table. f l; 
F Mr. MILLER presented four memorials, nu- | 
meroasly signed by citizens of Washington, in |: 
the District of Columbia, setting forth the defi- | 
ciency of water, and askin i ; 


ng: that Congress will | 
adopt measures for supplying water for the public || 
use and accommodati I 


on in that city. 


i 
i 


l entitled € An act establishi 


On motion by Mr. DAVIS, of 
| Crdered, That the petition an 
; ter, on the files of the Senate, 


i On Military Atfuirs. 


| REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES, 
Mr. HUNTER, from the Commi 
tto whom was referred the biij su 
: the act entitled ** An acts 


| 
| 
i 
Mississippi, | 
d papers of George Poindex- i 
ve referred to the Committee j 


i 
itee on Finance, 
pplementary to 
upplementary to the act 
l nga mint, and regulating 
the coins of the United States,” reported back the | 
same with an amendment, and asked the Senate to: 
proceed to its consideration at once; which was 
agreed to. 

The bill was then consi 
the Whole; 


i 
i 
at 
tf 
if 
i 


dered as in Committee of 
and the amendment reported from the | 


Committee on Finance having been concurred in, 
the bill was reported back to the Senate; and no 
further amendment having been offered, the bill 
was ordered to a third reading, and was read a 
third time, and passed, in the following form: 


Be it enacted, §c., That, for the purpose of enabling the 
mint and branch mints of the United States to make returna 
to depositors with as little delay as possible, it shall be law- 
ful forthe President of the United States, when the state of 
the treasury shall admit thereof, to direct transfers to he made 
from time to time, to the mint and branch mints. for such 
sums of public money as he shall judge convenient and 
necessary, Out of which those who bring bullion to the mint 
may be paid the value thereof, as soon as pravticable, after 
this value has been ascertained; that the bullion so deposited 
shall become the property of the United States; that no 
discount or interest shall be charged on moncy so advanced; 
that the Secretary of the Treasury may at any time with- 
diaw the said deposit, or- any part thereof, or may, at hig 
discretion, allow the coins formed at the mint to be given 
for their equivalent in money: Provided, That the bonds 
given by the United States treasurers and superintendents of 
the mint shafl be renewed or increased at the discretion of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, under the operation of this 
act. 


RESOLUTION. 


Mr. YULEE submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to furnish to the Senate copies of all correspond- 
ence or other documents on file in any of the Executive 
Departments, and not heretofore comm nicated, respecting 
the hostilities and outrages committed during the past year 
by the Seminole Indians in Florida, and respceting the šup- 
pression of the same, and the employment of volunteers 
for the protection of the inhabitants of the exposed frontier; 
and that he be requested also to inform the Senate what 
steps have been taken for the removal of the said Indians 
to their appropriate location west of the Mis ppi river; 
whether any, and what, negotiations have been had with 
them, and with what result; and to furnish to the Senate 
all correspondence which may be on file in any of the de- 
partments relative to such negotiations. 

And be it further resolved, That the President be requested 
to inform the Senate what is the extent, in square miles, of 
the area now occupied by the Indians in Florida; how 
much more is reserved from sale as neutral ground; under 
what treaty the Indians now remain in Morida; and whether 
the treaty of Payne’s Landing has been executed. 


On motion by Mr. ATCHISON, it was 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate be instructed 
to obtain from the public printers certain documents accom- 
panying Senate bili 157, and deliver the same to the Clerk 
of the House of Representatives. 

BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 

Mr. DAWSON, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to authorize 
the Secretary of War to settle the claims of the 
State of Georgia for horses and equipments lost by 
the volunteers and militia engaged in the suppres- 
sion of hostilities of the Creek, Seminole, and 
Cherokee indians, in the years 1836 and 1837. 

In presenting this bill, Mr. D. said: Allow me 
here to observe that the existing laws authorize 
the department to pay in such cases only where 
individuals are concerned, When a State has vol- 
untarily stepped forward and setded with the in- 
dividuals, the department does not consider itself 
authorized, under existing laws, to refund the mo- 
ney which has been so voluntarily paid to individ- 
uals by the State. 

The bill was then read a first and second time by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. D. also, pursuant to notice, asked and ob: 
tained leave to introduce a bill to authorize the 
Secretary of War to allow the payment of interest 


| to the State of Georgia for advances made for the 


use of the United States in the suppression of the 
hostilities of the Creek, Seminole, and Cherokee 
Indians, in the years 1836, 1837, and 1833; which 
was read a first and second time by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 

Mr. BRADBURY, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to provide 
for holding the courts of the United States, in case 
of the sickness or other disability of the judges of 
the district courts; which was read a first and see- 
ond time by its title, and referred to the Cormmittes 
on the Judiciary. 


| duce a bill to provide for the investi 
i against the United States. 


Mr. B, aiso asked and obtained leave to intro- 
gation of claims 


Mr. B remarked, in introducing the bill, that 
his object in offering it was this: The honorable 
Senator from Virginia [Mr. Hus eR] bad a bill, 
which would shortly come ap for acuon in the 
Senate, upon the same subject; and he desired 
that this bill should be printed, in order that both 
might be before the Senate at the Same ume, agit 
was very possible that this bill would be offered 
as a substitute for that of the honorable Senator 
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from Virginia, or some portions of it be proposed 
by way of amendment to that bill. He would 

state that this was the same bill, in terms, that į 
was prepared ‘at the last session. A bill some- : 
what similar in character was under consideration 

in the other House; and while that bill was under 

discussion, he (Mr. B.) observed carefully the 

objections which were urged to it, and, taking 

that bill as a basis, had prepared one which he 

supposed obviated the objections that were then 

urged, : 

The bill was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. KING, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill granting the right 
of way through the public lands of the United 
States to companies authorized by the State of 
Alabama to construct plank roads in said State, 
with the right of preémption to a portion of the 
public lands; which was read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. DOUGLAS gave notice that he would to- 
morrow, or some subsequent day, ask leave to 
introduce a bill to establish an armory and foundry 
at Fort Massac, on the Ohio river. 

Mr. BENTON gave notice that he would to- 
morrow, or some early day thereafter, ask leave 
to introduce a bill to grant to the State of Missouri, | 
for certain specified objects of internal improve- 
ment, an amount of land, which, added to the 
amount heretofore granted her for such purposes, | 
will make the whole quantity granted to her 
equal in proportion to her area to the quantity of 
land granted to any other State for the like pur- 
poses. 

Mr. CHASE gave notice that he would to- 
morrow, or some day thereafter, ask leave to 
introduce a bill to change the times of holding the 
circuit and district courts of the United States 
within the State of Ohio, and to enlarge the juris- | 
diction of the circuit court. 

Also, that he would ask leave to introduce a bill 
to reduce the price of the pubtic lands within the 
limits of the State of Ohio to a rate not exceeding 
one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, and 
confining the whole of said lands to actual settlers 
in tracts not exceeding one hundred and sixty 
acres for any one person or family. 


REGULATION OF APPEALS TO THE SUPREME 
COURT OF THE UNITED STATES. 

On motion by Mr. WALKER, the Senate took 
up the bill to regulate appeals from the trial of is- 
sues in the District of Columbia; which, having 
been read the second time, was considered as in | 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. BUTLER. Itis proper, sir, that, as chair- 
man of the committee, I should say a few words 
in explanation, as I am opposed to the amendment 
introduced by the Senator from Wisconsin, [Mr. 
Wauxer,] and which I believe is advocated by 
some of the members of the committee. The 
general case turns upon this: Cases are very fre- | 
quently tried in the orphans’ court, of will or no 
will, and other questions of that kind. An appeal 
is taken to the circuit court, where the same issues 
and the same questions are submitted to the jary, 
under the instructions, of course, of a judge, ac- 
cording to the course of common law. Weil, sir, 
this bill proposes to act prospectively—that is, in 
all cases hereafter arising in the orphans’ court, or 
all questions directed from chancery which shall go 
to the jury, that they may be taken up to the Su- 
preme Court of the United States upon the ljmita- 
tions and restrictions which are contained in the 
bill. This is proper enough—that prospectively 
we should give the right of appeal from the ver- 
dict of a jury had before the circuit court. 

The amendments, however, go further. The 

. first amendment which the committee struck out 
embraces cases which have already occurred, and 
which have been decided. You will observe, Mr. 
President, and the Senate will observe, that ‘in 
all cases which have or which may hereafter | 
arise,” is the language of the amendment. The ‘i 
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| not provided the means of a rehearing. 
that there are questions of law which you might | 


committee struck that out, so as to exclude the 
cases which have arisen heretofore; and of course 
the same remarks will apply to the other amend- 
ments which have been introduced. 

I am, myself, Mr. President, utterly opposed to 
any of this retrospective legislation, going back to 
give the right of appeal or writ of error to parties 
whose rights have been adjudicated under the exist- 
ing system. 
parties hereafter a right to go to the Supreme 
Court, I am unwilling to interfere with the vested 
rights under the existing law. This presents the 
issue and the case before the Senate; whether we 
shall go back and give a writ of error to parties 
whose rights have been decided five years ago, or 
whether we shall confine it to the import of the 
bill itself, to have a prospective opération. I will 
hear the gentleman; I wish to do nothing more 
than to present the points at issue in the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. WALKER. 
turb the views of the Senator from South Carolina 
[Mr. Burier] on vested rights is to do a thing 
which, under ordinary circumstances, is wrong; 
but I am not so well satisfied that it is not the duty 
of Congress, or of any other Jegislative body, to 
remove vested wrongs. If, under the organization 
of the District of Columbia, litigants in this court 


have sustained wrongs which they ought at the | 


time to have had the means of remedying, is it im- 


proper that Congress should step in and give the į 
very means that are given in almost every other ií 


jurisdiction, or which it is proper should be 
given in every other, and in this also? I cannot 
see that the orphans of this bill fall within the cat- 
egory or the class of litigants mentioned by the 
honorable Senator from South Carolina. Litigants 
here have had their difficulties litigated in one 
court—in one grade of courts—courts over which 
thercis usually a supervisory power given to some 


|| superior jurisdiction. But, as it happens, under the 
peculiar organization of the judiciary here, those | 
who have conducted their litigations in these courts | 
find themselves precluded from an appeal toa higher ;! 
| court, and whatever the decision may be, they have |; 

to lie down and submit to it. i 


my life, see that there is anything wrong in re- 
moving the impediment to a final and fair adjudi- 
cation upon the merits of the cases which have 
thus been tried. Why, sir, what is there in the 
case tried in the orphans’ court, or in the trial of 
an issue sent from the orphans’ court, that is so 
sacred that it cannot be reviewed and revised in a 
superior tribunal? Parties have alleged that 
wrongs have been donethem. The courts say to 
them: We should be glad to give you the means 
of redress, but we have not the power; the law has 
It is true 


spread upon the record, and which would surely 
give you a remedy if the case could be tried in the 
courts above; but, as the Jaw now stands, you 
have got to lose your case, because the ordinary 
means of remedy have not been given you. This 
is not, sir, to take away vested rights, but to re- 
move vested wrongs. It is to give individuals the 
right to obtain what is justly due them—a fair and 
impartial investigation of their claims upon appeal 
from the inferior courts. Suppose, sir, thata right 
has been vested by improper adjudication in the 


inferior courts, is it right that that wrong should | 
is there any impropriety in ta- | 
king the case to a higher court to have the matter | 
reinvestigated, the wrong exposed, and the rights . 


be perpetuated? 


of the individual at last restored to him? 
not say that there may not be special cases, to 


which the Senator may refer, or to which some |; 
other Senator may refer, where there has been a | 
settlement and an adjudication upon vested rights || 


which ought not to be disturbed. But if they are 
such as might be brought before the Senate, and 
which it would be proper for the Senate to exclude 


from the operation of the bill, they might be ex- | 


cepted in the bill; but if there be no such cases to 
be excluded, it is a general principle, both for the 


past and the future, and, it scems to me, with great | 


propriety, gives the means of remedying the evils 


While I am perfectly willing to give |; 


I am aware, sir, that to dis- | 


Now, I cannot, for | 


I can- ;; 


| of which I speak. The Senator-from Louisiana, 
| who sits behind me, [Mr. Dowwns,] has given 
| more particular attention to the principle of the 
| amendment which has been offered than I have, 
| and I will consequently say no more, but give way 
| to him, that he may explain the amendment more 
| forcibly than I could.. i 
| Mr. DOWNS. I cannot see the force of the 
objections to thisamendment. It is notso unusual 
a thifg, or so unreasonable, or so improper, to 
change a remedy, as it seems to be supposed. It 
may make some difference in the situation of par- 
ties to give appeals in caves already settled, and to 
authorize revision of them; but Congress has 
adopted that principle in numerous cases. Why, 
sir, even at the last session, in a celebrated case in 
Florida, where an app€al had been lost, the sub- 
ject was taken up, and an appeal directly given, in 
so many terms in this particular case, by act of 
Congress. No doubt the chairman of the com- 
mittee will recollect a series of cases in Arkansas, 
which had been decided there, and in which the 
decisions were final; but it was afterwards dis- 
covered that there was fraud. There was-a revis- 
ion of those judgments, and most of them were 
iset aside. There is a great difference between 
| changing aright and changing a remedy. This 

i relates to the remedy alone, and not to the right. 

On the other hand, Mr. President, if the gentle- 
man has any experience in the matter, and has 
found that in this country or elsewhere, there was 
no difficulty when judges have had most import- 
ant cases to decide, and to decide finally, without 
‘any appeal or revision in any form whatever, his 
| experience at th® bar has been very different from 
imine. The application of this provision to cases 
already passed upon, constitutes an important 
class of cases. You allow the principle in all 
other cases. The Senator from South Carolina 
admits the principle to be good in future cases, 

Why not apply it, then, to all? I would suggest 
|i to the honorable chairman of the committee that 
there would be no danger of our doing what is not 
i| competent or constitutional in this case; because, 


| 


if this matter is submitted to the supervision of 
the Supreme Court of the United States, and if 
they think we are interfering with vested rights, 
or that there is anything unconstitutional, or im- 
proper, or unusual in it, or that it is incompetent 
i for Congress to pass such a provision, they would 
decide that portion of the bill which it was not: 
competent for Congress to pass unconstitutional, 
and therefore void, and they would disregard it. 
The whole matter is submitted to them; and | 
think it is clear that in applying the remedy, we 
ought to make it apply to all cases. There is no 
danger of its operating too far. If it was a pro- 
vision under which all cases for an indefinite time 
might be revised, there might be some complaint. 
But this is limited toa very short time. Itisonly 
for five years after the decision of the case. [ 
hope, therefore, that the amendment will be adopt- 
ed. I will state, Mr. President, that a provision 
precisely similar to this exists in the State of 
' Maryland, and that it has been a mere accidental 
‘ omission that it was never established in the Dis- 
rict of Columbia. Itis the opinion of members 
iof the bar who practise here, and also in the 
‘ courts of Maryland, that it ought to be adopted. 
' It is an omission, and has been too long a time 
_ already suffered to remain so. I hope, therefore, 
that the bill and the amendment will be adopted. 
Mr. FOOTE, I should like to inquire of my 

: friend from Louisiana whether I am in error in 
, supposing that this bill and the amendment are 


| limited in their operation, so as not to affect cases 
' decided more than five years ago? 

Mr. DOWNS. Here is the proviso: 

Provided, That the writ of error thereon shallbe sued out 
within five years from the certificate of said verdict. 

Mr. FOOTE. Then, Mr. President, if we 
adopt this amendment, the business affairs of the 
country will not be very seriously unsettled by its 
adoption; so that the main reason given In oppo- 
sition to the amendment, it seems to me, falls to 
the ground. I doubt exceedingly, from what l 
have heard, whether there are ten cases to be 


il 
a 


* 
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reached by the amendment.’ Now, sir, in a legal 
point of view, what is the operation of this amend- 
ment, if adopted? How far. cañ it. be justly re- 
garded ‘as violating established: principles and re- 
spected. usages? We learn, sir, from our legal 
writers —and it is especially laid down in Judge 
Story’s ‘ Conflict of Laws,” and laid down more 
explicitly than in any other work that I have had 
the honor to ‘consult—that what is called- the 
remedy embraces all the proceedings ‘connected 
with the progress of a Buit in court, from the ema- 
nation: of ‘the original writ, up to execution exe- 
ented: I understand, sir; that the chairman of the 
Committee on the Judiciary {Mr. BuriEer] has in- 
troduced a bill the remedial efficiency of. which, 
if adopted, will be sufficient to correct all errone- 
oüs adjudications which; may hereafter be- made, 
either in cases now pending, or. in cases which 
may hereafter arise for decision. By the very 
fact of introducing this bill, he has clearly ac- 
knowledged the present state-of thelaw regulating 
suits in the orphans’ court of this District to be 
unsatisfactory, and that some amplification of the 
legal remedics enforced in said court may be indis- 
pensable to the ends of jus ce, This is an im- 
portant admission, sir, for I hold it to be our duty 
to see that justice is judieially administered in all 
the courts of this District, promptly, fully, and as 
satisfactorily as is at all practicable. The maxim 
is equally applicable here as elsewhere: Let 
justice be done, though the heavens fall. The ad- 
mission being thus made by the honorable chair- 
man of our Committee on the Judiciary, that the 
judiical remedies now enforceable in the orphans’ 
court of the District fall short of attaining the 
ends of justice, and need amelioration in the mode 
proposed by him in relation to the class of cases 
specially provided for in his bill, it seems to me 
most clear thatjhe is bound to show good reason 
for discriminating between the cases provided for 
in the amendment under consideration and those 
specified in the bill, or yield his support both to 
the amendment and the bill conjoinfly. The sim- 
ple question seems to me to be: Will we permit 
injustice to be perpetrated, or, rather, a course of 
perpetration alread y commenced to continue its pro- 
gress, in cases which have been heretofore imper- 
fectly adjudicated? or shall we, whilst providing 
preventive remedies for cases expected hereafter to 
arise, decline the employment of the ample means 
which we possess for correcting erroneous adjudi- 


cations. heretofore made? - I would like'to know 
va are not as much bound to provide reme- 
dial legislation for cases of possible injustice which 


have arisen within the last five years, as we are for 
cases which may arise to-morrow or two months 
hence, if we really can provide for all of them by 
the exercise of unquestionable constitutional power 
and by the use of expedients altogether practical 
and convenient? Why shall not justice, and effect- 
ual justice, be administered in one class of cases 
as well as in the other? I have yet heard no sat- 
isfactory reasons for the discrimination insisted 
upon, nor do I think that any such can be stated. 
All the parties are American citizens, and equally 
entitled toenjoy the advantage of a speedy and cor- 
rect adjudication of their mghts. It is certain that 
the amendment cannot operate more harshly or 
more oppressively than the bill itself would be 
likely to do iv the absence of all amendment. If 
the honoraale Senator from South Carolina can 
himself see any ground for the distinction which 
he has attempted to set up, I hope he will leave us 
no longer in the dark upon the point. It is not | 
sufficient for him to declare merely that he enter- 
tains a settled conviction in opposition to all such | 
legislation as that proposed by the friends of the 
amendment. He is bound to show that some 
special mischief will actually flow from the amend- 
ment, if he desires us to vote with him against it. 
I must add, sir, that I know nothing of the par- | 
ties likely to be affected by the amendment, if it 
shall be adopted. The views which l bave ex- 
„ pressed are grounded upon the respect which I 
entertain for certain general principles, and are not | 
at all biassed by personal considerations of any | 
sorts Nor would it be right that any such con- | 
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ciple involved: in it; and I am desirous that the 
Senate should not, through inadvertence, sanction 
a false principle of legislation. - Now, sir, the 
principle in which the bill differs from the amend- 
ment is the question whether our legislation shall 
be prospective, (and that the bill provides for,) 
or whether it shall reach back and embrace cases 
which have already occurred, perhaps years ago, 
and have been finally adjudicated upon. Now, 
sir, | will take a case-occurring five years ago. | 
will trace its history from its rise until.it is finally 
decided. A bill was presented in the orphans’ 
court. The issue was devisavit vel non. ft was 
decided against the parties claiming under the pre- 
tended-will. It was.taken up by way of appeal to 
the circuit court, and there tried by a jury, and the 
decision of the.court below. was confirmed; and 
after that decision, which gave the party a right 
to a final judgment, execution was issued, the as- 
sets were seized upon according to law, and sold 
to satisfy a judgment, and distributed among par- 
ties who acquired vested rights in them. By this 
bill, modified by this amendment as is proposed, 
a writ of error will run back and rip up all these 
proceedings, disturbing the rights which have 
been thus vested under the then existing laws, 
by taking the original question from the circuit 
court up to the Supreme Court to be readjudi- 
cated. Now, will that be just? Is there any pre- 
text of justice in it? | i 

Well, sir, take the case to which this amend- 
mentis intended, I believe, especially to be applied. 
It is a case which has created no little excitement 
inthis community—a question of marriage or no 
marriage, of a will or no will. I need not; and I 
do not intend to mention the names of parties. I 

resume the history of the case is very well known 
ie the Senators generally. The interests at staké 
were considerable. The claim was decided against 
the party setting up the marriage in the orphans’ 
court, and again, on appeal, it was deeided against 
her in the circuit court, of a full trial by jury, 
who pronounced that there was neither will nor 
marriage. Now, sir, this amendment proposes to 
run back and give to this party the right to take up 
her case to the Supreme Court, and there renew 
the whole investigation, with no security to rights 
vested in virtue of the faith given to that which 
was a final judgment at the time it was made. 

Now, sir, I make a very great distinction be- 
tween legislation which is to invade vested rights 
under the sanction of a final adjudication of claims 
by the proper court, and a mere provision which is 
to act in the future to prevent the recurrence of 
cases of hardship. My friend from Mississippi 
{Mr. Foorr] says that is a familiar kind of 
legislation. l have examined the books exten- 
sively, and I do not find it to be so atall. He says 
it is known to the legislation of all the States. 
Why, sir, if there is any one thing that is repug- 
nant to the spirit of our whole system of juris- | 
prudence, and to that of the jurisprudence of 
Great Britain, from which ours is derived, it is 
every species of retrospective legislation acting 
upon vested rights. I have always regarded the 
principle as somewhat revolting. I know of a 
single case in the State of Maryland. That was 
passed under peculiar circumstances, and gave 
general satisfaction. I have looked into the legis- 


H 


judicial decisions, and I find that invariably judges | 
have pronounced disapprobative judgments upon | 


express ground that it is in conflict with vested | 
rights. 
repudiated in all the States, | should be very sorry | 
to have a precedent established in its favor by 
Congress. 

Our Constitution itself expressly prohibits ex post | 
facto laws; and although there is no express pro- 


BE. 


lation of several of the States, and into their |) 


any attempt at such a kind of legislation, on the |; 


Now, sir, if this species of legislation is |; 
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spective legislation is elaborately reviewed and 
condemned, where I have the authority of the 
best and ‘most distinguished judges; who speak of 
it in the very strongest terms of disapprobation, 
characterizing it as something treacherous on ac- 
count of its insidiously invading vested rights, in 
a manner which cannot be guarded against by 
any degree of human foresight, subjecting persons 
who have acquired, and paid for, and taken pos- 
session.of property, under security of the Jaws as 
they then existed, to the liability of being sum- 
moned to show cause why they should not be. 
evicted. When there is such authority and such 
reasons against such legislation, I must require 
something more conclusive than anything T have 
heard to convince me that we ought to adopt this 
amendment. Itis a resort to what the judges de- 
nominate treacherous legislation. In the case that 
is referred to, persons in this very. town have 
probably purchased this property, and raised 
credit upon it at the banks and elsewhere, upon 
the assurances and pledges of the fiat of this very 
| judgment; and by disturbing it we put in jeopardy 
every species of title, by attacking the good faith 
and credit which ought to reign in the transaction 
of human affairs. In my opinion, all such legis- 
lation is justly characterized as treacherous, and £ 
hope that nothing will induce the Senate to sanc- 
tion it. 

Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President, the honorable 
Senator from South Carolina, I really think, has 
not yet responded to the short argument that I 
had the honor to offer when I was last up. The 
honorable Senator will allow me to say, that he 
must feel himself somewhat straitened in this de- 
baté, when he is compelled to talk about the pro- 
vision of the Constitution inhibiting ex post facto 
legislation, and to attempt to apply it to the case 
under consideration. No one knows better than 
that honorable Senator that it has been long since 
formally decided by the Supreme Court of the 
Union that the provision relating to ex post facto 
laws has exclusive application to criminal of- 
fences. 

Mr. BUTLER, (interposing.) I know that 
very well. 1 did not advert to it as applicable to 
this case, except as showing the spirit of hostility 
in our system of legislation to retrospective legis- 
ation. 

Mr. FOOTE. Let me suggest to my honore 
able friend what he also knows very well, that the 
Supreme Court has expressly decided that Con- 
gress has the right to pass a retrospective law; 
j and it would be very wrong, in certain cases, not 
to do so, notwithstanding all that has been said 
about unsettling the business of the country, and 
violating good faith between man and man. The 
existence of this constitutional power, | say, is 
expressly recognized by, the Supreme Court of the 
United States—thus reducing the whole contro- 
| versy to a mere question of expediency, with 
reference to each particular case of legislation, as 
it may arise. Why, sir, a general bankrupt law 
is a retrospective law, and nobody now questions 
its constitutionality, and few, if any, at this day 
; even question its expediency. 

Now, sir, I will not occupy much of the time 
| of the Senate in discussing this matter. J under- 
| take to say again, thatthe simple question is, Has 
injustice been done in a case In which it is in oar 
power to counteract it? And if so, Shall we or shall 
we notappiy the appropriate remedy? With the 
views which I entertain, | cannot hesitate as to 
| what is my own duty upon this occasion. 
| IT cansee no such distinction as that urged upon 
| us, if the case be within convenient reach of our 
| powers asa legislative body in the enactment of 
| remedial laws. I cannot perceive any reason 
| why we should not exercise all our constitutional 
i powers as a legislative body, in providing reme- 


vision against retrospective laws, simply as such, | 
yet the current of legislative and judicial decision į 
is all against it. I know that there is a refined | 
distinction'made between legislating so as to af- | 
fect the right or the remedy; but, sir, even with this ` 
distinction, the legislation proposed by thisamend- `: 
ment involves something more in substance than į 


_ix,Siderations should be allowed to operate in a grave | 
“matter of national legislation like that before us at 
present. i 

Mr.. BUTLER. Mr. President, I see that other | 
Senators wish to obtain the foor. I shall be very | 
glad for them to take a part in this debate, be- | 
cause J think that there is a very important prin- 


i 
il 
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a mere change of the remedy. I am surprised | 
that gentlemen should speak with so much confi- |: 
dence of this being a familiar species of legisla- :; 
tion. I am certain that it is a legislation almost 
unknown wherever the English system has pre- 
vailed. 1 find a case reported in the State of Con- 
necticut, in which the whole system of retro- 


; one class apply equally to the other. 


i dies for cases that have already occurred. F can 
; see no better reason for providing a remedy for 
cases which may hereafter occur than for those 
which may now be in progress. It is said that 
these cases do not belong to the same class; but 
for all substantial purposes they do belong to the 
same class. If we have a constitutional power to 
legislate in both classes of cases, I conceive that 
those reasons of equitable policy which apply to 
: I could not 
consistently vote for the bill as it was reported 
from the committee, without being also in favor of 
he amendment. The general notion of the Sena- 
or from South Carolina is, that no remedy should 
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be provided at all by any legislative body for cases 
which have not already arisen judicially; so that 
if it should happen that A be guilty of committing 
a pecuniary fraud upon B, it would not be proper 
for the law-making body, having authority,. over - 
the parties, to devise a remedy by means of which 
the effects of such fraud could be obviated, and 
justice secured to the injured party. 
I say again, that with me the principle has 

always been venerated and will always be acted 
on, “ Let justice be done though the heavens 


H 
i 
H 
i 


making it a special order after this shall have been 
disposed of. 

Mr. WALKER. Iam inclined to think that 
this matter which is now under ċonsideration, is of 
‘about as much importance as anything that can 
come up at present, not excepting that referred to 
by the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Huwrer,] 
and I wish that it might be disposed of. 

While on the floor, I would beg leave to notice 
asingle point made by the Senator from South 
Carolina, where he alludes to a supposed case 


been decided against or denied by a majority of 
both Houses of Congress. ‘We have had Presi- 
dents who had the power to restrain the action of 
Congress in making appropriations for this pur- 
pose, but in general that power has been exercised 
against any conviction of the majority of Congress 
that the power is unconstitutional, and that it might 
not be claimed by Congress if Congress thought 
proper to do it. [ believe, however, that the ma- 
Jorities of both Houses of Congress have, during 
the last fifteen or twenty years, held very decided- 


fall.” “Let justice be done, I mean, to the full ex- 
tent of our legislative competency, provided al- 
ways that in doing justice, the Constitution itself 


| where a petition is presented to the orphans’ court, 
| the issue being devisavit vel non, and it is decided 
| that there is no wili—that the parties have acted 


opinions against the policy of appropriating money 
directly from the Treasury for the construction of 
roads and canals, even when passing through two 


is not violated, and the great principles connected 
with the rights of property are not seriously dis- 
turbed. o 

I should not have alluded to the parties likely to 
be affected by our action. I know nothing of 
them, as I bave already said; and [ am deter- 
mined to have no feeling in favor of one or the 
other side. I have looked upon the question 
under consideration simply as an abstract legal 
question. It is as such that I have discussed it. 
It is in accordance with this view of it alone that I 
shall vote upon the proposition before us. But if 
my friend from South Carolina [Mr. BurTLER] be 
correct in saying that this particular amendment 
has arisen out of a particular case which has re- 
cently occurred in the District of Columbia, and 
if it is intended to apply to that exclusively, then 
the reasoning which my friend has urged in oppo- | 
sition to this amendment, it seeme to me, must 
fall to the ground; because the transaction is, as 
it would appear from his showing, so recent a 
one, that it cannot be possible that any rights of 
property will be unsettled by the amendment, or 
that any vested rights, such as he has described, 
would be in the least degree interfered with. If I 
understand the history of that case, it may be 
said that from the time of its adjudication, the 
unsuccessful. party has been seriously dissatisfied 
therewith, and been heard to utter the language 
of complaint; yea, there has been an application 
to the Congress of the United States, pending 
ever since the adjudication of that case occurred, 
urging warmly that remedial relief should be pro- 
vided in the very mode now urged upon us by the 
advocates of the amendment. If such be the case, | 
it would seem that full warning has been given to | 
all who can legitimately claim to be interested in 
the affair; and if any individual or individuals | 
have, notwithstanding this notice of a determina- 
tion to contest the adjudication heretofore ren- 
dered, and to set it aside, if possible, by the very 
means now put in usegthought proper to acquire 
what they are pleased™o regard as vested rights, 
too sacred to be touched, why, they will clearly 
have nobody to blame but themselves, if they 
suffer the natural effects of their own temerity. 

I regret very much that I have taken up thus | 
much of. the time of the Senate in this discussion; 
and | beg leave to suggest that I may be allowed 
to comply with a request of my friend from Ala- 
bama, [Mr. Kine,] that the unfinished business 
of the Senate, which is entitled to the preference, 
be now taken up. 

Mr. KING. Thad no idea, when this subject 
was taken up, that it would be likely to consume the 
whole of the day, as it now seems probable that 
it will. I have not myself looked into it with that į 
care and attention that | desire before voting upon 
it. There are many legal gentlemen who, I have 
no doubt, understand this subject better than I do, 
and who are anxious to give their views to the 
Senate. Under these circumstances, therefore, 
and in order that the unfinished business may be 
taken up, 1 move to postpone the subject until to- 
morrow. 

Mr. HUNTER stated to the Senator from Ala- 
bama that there was a bill to establish the board of | 
accounts, which was made the special order of to- 
day, and desired that it should be taken up and 
made the special order for to-morrow. 

Mr. KING. The unfinished business has pre- 
cedence to that. 

Mr. HUNTER. I ask leave simply to call up 
that bill for the purpose of postponing it till to- 
morrow. 

Mr. KING. The present subject must be first 
disposed of. The Senator will understand that we 
must first postpone this subject in order to get at 
the unfinished business of yesterday. I have no 


under that fact, and that thus the property has 
been conveyed. A subsequent legislation to open 
the case would be to divest these rights vested. 
Now the issue is, whether there be or be nota 
will, and a feigned issue is made up and sent to 
the circuit court of the District of Columbia. The 
issue is on the existence of the will 

Mr: HUNTER rose to call the gentleman to 
order. 

The VICE PRESIDENT stated that further 
debate upon the bill was not in order, pending the 
motion to postpone. 

Mr. WALKER. The Senator will soon see 
the bearing of my remarks. As I was about to 
say, the issue, then, is, whether there be or be not 
a will; and in the trial of that issue, the most out- 
rageous illegalities are perpetrated—illegalities that 
are complained of at the time; but the court over- 
rules the complaint, and with a species of tyranny 
rejects the testimony which goes to show that the 
will exists. 
ception is taken; and this is the first time the 
parties find that there is no remedy. But, sir, if 
the Senator says that there is no will, according to 
the decision of the judiciary, and others have 
taken the property, will it afford any consolation 
to look upon the widow destitute in the streets, 
and the heirs coming in and taking the property, 
and leaving no subsistence for her? and would he 
refuse relief ? A 

Mr. KING. This is a very long sentence of 
the honorable gentleman, and Í am willing to hear 
it completed at a proper time; but I cannot consent 
to any further discussion of the subject now. I 
must insist upon the motion to postpone. 

Mr. PHELPS. I hope, sir, this bill will be 
postponed, for reasons which have not been sug- 
gested. In the first place, I regard the proposed 
amendment as altogether objectionable. In the 
next place, I think the bill requires some modifi- 
cation and alteration before it passes. In that 
view, I hope there will be no objection to post- 
poning it. 

The question being taken on the motion to post- 
pone, it was agreed to. 

BOARD OF ACCOUNTS. 

On motion by Mr. HUNTER, the bill to estab- 
lish a board of accounts was taken up, and made 
the special order of the day for to-morrow, at one 
o’clock. 

ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD. 


granting the right of way and making a donation 
of land to the State of Illinois to aid in the con- 
struction of the Illinois Central Railroad. 

Mr. BELL. Mr. President, [ have no disposi- 
tion to delay the decision of the Senate upon this 
question. But] wish to say a few words in regard 
to the proposition now before the Senate. I do 


ples and poliey upon which this bill is supported 
It undoubtedly deserves a good deal of considera 
tion. I understand that it is not the only bill o 
measure of the kind before this body. The gen- 
eral principles have been discussed, and are now 
pretty well settled, and the policy of making 


not only railroads but canals, has been approved 


ments of this description, but of money also; and, 
as far as I understand the history of the legislation 
of the country in relation to this subject, the power 
of Congress to appropriate money directly from 
the Treasury to internal improvements—to roads 


objection to calling up the other business, and 


and canals, or to rivers—has never, at any time, 


They go on with the case, and ex- | 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill ' 


not mean to go into an examination of the princi- | 


appropriations of public lands for the purpose of ai J 
advancing internal improvements of this character, |! the office is not produciive of revenue. . 


by Congress. The bill now before the Senate, if i 3 at ne 
adopted as itstands, must, it seems to me, be adop- || lands, then, a number of federal oficers, receiving 
ted on the principle, not only of the power of Con- |i salaries of $500, will be dispensed with; but, even 
| gress to make appropriations of land for improve- 


or more States, from a belief that it would inevita- 
bly lead to extravagance, partiality, and- other 
abuses on the part of the National Legislature. 
Upon that ground, sir, I believe that no Congress 
since 1830—I mean, of course, no majority of both 
Houses of Congress—has been ready to sustain a 
principle of that description; but, at the same time, it 
has not been at any period decided by the majority 
of Congress that they have no power of appropri- 
ating the public lands lying within any one of the 
States for the purpose of promoting the construc- 
tion of works of this description. Í have, whena 
member of the House, given my support to such 
measures, and Iam ready now to give my support 
to such measures when the work projected appears 
to me to be one of great public utility; and on that 
ground I intend to give my support to the bill now 
pending before the Senate. I think, however, that 
the honorable Senator from Georgia [Mr. Dawson] 
demonstrated yesterday that the provisions of this 
bill do go beyond any recognized or established 
principle in the legislation of Congress, I am not 
sure of this, as it is eight or ten years since I have 
been familiar with the legislation of Congress on 
| this subject. This bill provides that of the public 
lands situated on the line of the road, every alternate 
| section shall be appropriated to the construction of 
it, and to this extent, so far as it goes, it goes upon 
the principle that the public property held by the 
Government, in the State, is benefited to an equal 
extent to what is given away, or transferred to in- 
dividuals, corporations, or to the States. But the 
bill, it seems to me, goes beyond that. The prin- 
ciple is extended, as was shown yesterday by the 
Senator from Georgia, [Mr. Daiwson,] and also by 
the Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Burier.] 
It is an extension of the principle. Well, I do not 
know that I am opposed to that extension, although 
I thought it best yesterday, when the vote was 
taken on this subject, to limit it, as I understand 
that a great number of roads are projected in the’ 
States where there is a residue of public lands. I 
am willing to go for it on account of the munifi- 
cent purposes and use to which this appropriation 
is proposed to be applied. Iam willing to go for 
it exclusively on that ground. I base my support 
of the provision in this bill authorizing the State 
or the company to go anywhere in that State to get 
| the grant of Government lands upon this view of 
i the subject, because it is proved that the work 
is likely to be of great public utility, and legis- 
lation on the general policy of limiting patron- 
age, and reducing the number of public officers, 
may be not only exercised but justified. I think it 
a liberal policy, and I would be willing, when lands 
of this description have been in the market for thirty 
or forty years, to act on the policy of enabling the 
States in which they lie to make any mouniiicent 
use of them that may be thought proper or con- 
ceived to be advisable. Lam willing to appropri- 
ate them for such purposes, to relinquish them; and 
I think that the people and Government of the 
United States would be benefited by being relieved 
of a number of public officers, and of patronage, 
frequently of very little use to any one, and prob- 
ably an expense. Ido not, 1 confess, know eX~ 
‘actly what are the provisions of the law upon this 
subject, or whether a specific salary is given when 


| 
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Mr. JONES, (in his seat.) They get $500. 
Mr. BELL. By the relinquishment of these 


i were this not the case, | would not allow these 


UOR 
Now, hereis a great and magnificent work to 
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the railroad projected is some eight or nine hundred 
miles:in length; about four hundred and fifty miles, 

ethaps, in Alabama and Mississippi, and four 
Pondied ‘and fifty in Ilinois, or three hundred in 
Alabama and Mississippi, and one hundred and 
twenty or thirty io Kentucky and Tennessee 
together. Now, sir, this is a greatand magnificent 
work. f think it will not only redound to thead- 
vantage and. benefit of the States of Illinois, Ala- 
bama, Mississippi, Tennessee, and Kentucky, but 
to. that of every other State in the Union. This 
sentiment.was once well and forcibly expressed by 
a: very eminent gentleman who represented New 
York some twenty-odd years ago, when this sub- 
ject .was attracting some attention in Congress, 
There was a debate in the House in regard to a 
number of improvements, the question being 
whether the members of one section- of States 
should support improvements wherever projected 
in other sections. The gentleman to whom Ï have 
referred said, with great truth and sagacity, although 
the remark applied more especially to his own 
State than to any other, that there could not beany 
improvements, however magnificent, or however 
small, whether a canal or a macadamised road, or 
what not, constructed in any State, North, South, 
East, or West, which the city and State of New 
York would not feel the benefit of, either directly 
or indirectly; and so of every other great point of 
commercial and social: intercourse. It is un- | 
doubtedly true, that works and improvements, even 
of the most limited extent, contribute imperceptibly 
‘to swell the tide of general prosperity. But, as | 
said before, this work is of a more gigantic kind; 
it proposes to afford.the means of intercourse at all 
seasons of the year, between the inhabitants on 
the line of the lakes and the Gulf of Mexico, and 
for the interchange of productions between the two 
sections, by an overland route. True, there ave 
the great rivers—the Illinois and Mississippi; but 
are we able to transport productions at all seasons, 
with safety, to Mobile or New.Orleans. There is 
a considerable portion of the year during which 
the Illinois river ig frozen up, and there is another 
season at which the Mississippi is not only very 
inconvenient for navigation, and unpleasént for 
travel, but during which it is absolutely dangerous; 
not only perilous to the lives of the passengers, but 
also to the property which is attempted to be 
transported; so that, while on one side the ice ob- 
structs.the intercourse in the north, there is a rela- 
tive season at the south where low water obstructs 
it. This great work proposes to construct a mode 
of communication, social and commercial, between 


the bill altogether,) and that an appropriation of 
the net proceeds of public lands lying in Alabama, 
Mississippi, and Ilinois; equal to the proportion 
of this whole line of road, shall be vested in the 
States of Kentucky and Tennessee, to.be by them 
applied to the construction of the linkin this great 
chain of communication between the.North and 
South that lies in these States. And if gentlemen 
see that there is no probability of the road being 
constructed without the liberal aid of Government, 
much less will this link be provided without some 
aid from Government. Ido not propose that there 
shall be an appropriation of money, but that they 
-shall have their full proportion of the net pro- 
ceeds of the public lands alike in Hlinois, Alabama, 
and Mississippi. It will be buta small proportion, 
and they will reap full advantage in the comple- 
tion of this great line, and contribute to swell the 
tide of trade and travel on a road lying through 
those States. Without it the road will be defec- 
tive, and will not supply the purpose of having 
a communication, at all seasons of the year, alike 
unobstructed by the ice in the north and by low 
water in the south. My proposition is, to recom- 
mit the bill with instructions to the committee so 
to amend it as to answer the purposes I have sug- 
gested. i 

Now, sir, gentlemen will say that these lands 
do not lie in Kentucky and ‘Tennessee. True; 
but the principle on which the bill proceeds is not 4 
that Illinois receives the lands for her own use and 
benefit alone, or by any exclusive right to them. 
So of Alabama and Mississippi; they do not set 
up a claim so selfish as that. It must be remem- 
bered that the magnificent domain of the North- 
west was ceded originally as a pledge for the pay- 
mentof the national debt, and then for the common 
benefit of all the States. 

It was well remarked by the distinguished Sen- 
ator from Kentucky yesterday, that in the admin- 
istration of trusts like these we must not be limited 
to the ideas belonging to a court of judicature; 
there must be some analogy, but the ‘trust must | 
be liberally administered; and he used the argu- 
ment that all these improvements contribute to the 
general advantage of the whole country. There 
must, of course, be some limitation to the phrase- 
ology that these lands should be used for the ben- | 
efit of “all the States.” It meant, of course, that 
it should be as general as possible, and that there 
should be no partial or local appropriation of the 
benefits of it. We cannot by the application di- 
rectly to all the States of the Union make it strictly 


the extensive, rich, and still growing country in 
the Northwest and the Gulf of Mexico, and the | 
cities and population there, open at all seasons of | 
the year—winter as well as summer. 

But, Mr, President, in order to make this grand 
chain of communication complete, Illinois ought 
not to limit her liberality to Alabama and Missis- 
sippi, and to terminate this road on the southern 
border of Tennessee. There will be an essential 
link of one hundred and thirty-odd miles left un- | 
connected, which will destroy this idea of the gen- 
eral utility and magnificence of this connecting line 
of communication at all seasons of the year. Why 
not make a proposition to include Kentucky and 
Tennessee? [-believe that the road through Ten- 
nessee is only for some twenty or thirty miles, so 
that there will be a link wanting of one hundred 
and twenty miles to complete this magnificent 
work—this connection between the Gulf and the 
Lakes. Now, Mr. President, the design with 
which I rose yesterday evening was to make a | 
Proposition which would make this work really | 
what it ought to be, and what it must be when | 

“complete, and that is, to extend the munificence of 
the Government towards this work into Kentucky 
and Tennessee; for I am fearful—baving some 
knowledge of the country through which this road 
is to pass—that there will not be private resources 
or commercial capital sufficient to carry it on. In 
Kentucky the settlement is sparse, the improve- 
ments few, and there is but little trade and com-. 
merce, the population being chiefly small farmers 
and planters. True, in the southern part of Ten- 
nessee the farmers and planters are rich, but there | 
is little or no surplus capital, so that, without the | 
munificence of the Government, and some appro- 

riation, I much fear that this grand and magnificent 
idea would fail to be carried out. 

Now, what I propose is, that this bill should be 

amended, (and it cannot be done-without recasting | 
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ji and Kentucky unless an appropriation of this kind 


in compliance with the letter of the donation, but | 
we can advance toward it and approximate to it, | 
Here are two small States lying between Missis- | 
sippi and Alabama on the one side and Illinois on || 
the other, which were entirely dowerless, us they |! 
had no more public lands than would pay the ex- || 
penses of litigation about the titles. These two | 
dowerless sisters lie between two tiers of sisters, 
on the north and south, which have been richly | 
supplied, and which received on their admission | 
into the Union, on the plan in which this Govern- 
ment has been in the habit of giving to the young | 
States in the West, not only a partial appropriation 
of this description, but some three per cent. and f 
others five per cent. appropriated to educational | 
purposes and the construction of roads from the 
Atlantic to these States. The decision upon this 
proposition will test the principle whether the ap- 
propriation is intended to be made for local or for 
general purposes and benefits. 

1 will say nothing more, Mr. President, except | 
to present my proposition to the Chair. | expect | 
to support the measure, whatever may be the de- 
cision of the Senate upon my amendment. I do 
think, however, that a strong case has been made 
out, and I cannot see how my gallant friend from 
lilinois [Mr. Surexps] can resist it, either on the 
score of justice, or of the general benefits and ad- 
vantages which the road, if completed, would con- 
fer. As I a said before, it is probable that the 
work will not be constructed through Tennessee 


is made. 
The amendment was read, as follows: 


“ Wilh instructions so to amend the biil th 
of the net proceeds of the lands given to the Stai mire 

i h ate - | 
nois and to the States of Alabama and Mississippi aati’ | 
secured to the States of Tennessee and Kentueky respect- 


at a proportion 


ively, equal to the proportion of the entire jį ai 

road proposed to be constructed from the so been 
of the illinuis and Michigan canal to t 
which passes through each of the two } 


southern terminus 
he city of Mobile, 
atter States, to be 


applied by them to the construction of the seetions or di- 
visions of the road within their respective jurisdietions.” 

Mr. KING. I regret extremely that the Sena- 
tor from Tennessee should have made a proposi- 
tion caleulated not only greatly to embarrass, but 
I willsay to him no doubt ultimately calculated to 
defeat this bill, if his amendment should prevail. 
It is raising the old issue, and bringing forward 
questions upon which gentlemen differ in regard to 
the distribution of the public lands among the 
States. Now, while I am disposed to do everything 
that I can do, properly and constitutionally, to aid 
either Tennessee, Kentucky, or any other State in 
the construction of works of this character, I must 
say to thegentleman that I think he ought to be the 
last to bring forward a proposition to embarrass a 
work he®dmits to be of such great importance, 
when he reflects upon the great benefits the State 
of Tennessee has received from the extinguish- 
ment of the Indian title to her public domain with- 
in her limits, all of which was given to her with- 
out her ever paying a dollar for it. I believe I am 
strictly correct in this statement; if not, 1 wil 
cheerfully listen to any explanation the Senator 
from Tennessee may have to offer. 

Mr. BELL. I deny that the State of Tennessee 
has received any great benefit therefrom. I stated 
before that I believed thatall the refuse lands which 
had been ceded by Congress to Tennessee, would 
not defray the expenses arising under the litigation 
in regard to land titles. The appropriation made 
by Congress entirely inured to the benefit of the 
grantees under North Carolina, Tennessee deriving 
no benefit. These were grants to the soldiers and 
officers of the Revolution, made by North Carolina 
whilst she was the owner of those lands. I be- 
lieve my colleague will bear me out in this remark. 
I do not remember the precise amount, but I be- 
lieve the whole have not paid the expenses of lit- 
igation in investigating the titles under grants from 
North Carolina. If there has been any advantage 
of any moment, or worth consideration, granted 
by this Government to Tennessee, by any relin- 
quishment of refuse lands held by the Federal 
Government in Tennessee, I am not advised of it. 
There was an appropriation by agreement, be- 
tween North Carolina and Tennessee, of certain 
lands occupied by the Cherokee Indians, and toa 
portion of which the Indian title was not extin- 
guished. With that Congress had nothing to do, 
except to assent to that compact, without which 
North Carolina could not have ceded her right to 
that domain. The land granted to Tennessee by 
Congress was all refuse land, which, I undertake 
to say, has not paid the expenses of litigation, as 
asgertained by private titleg held by the officers 
and soldiers of the Revoluti®™, and by private pur- 
chasers, and was located in a country which, at 
the time, was exposed to all the perils of an In- 
dian war, 

Mr. TURNEY. I desire to add one word, if 
the Senator will allow me, in regard to these pub- 
lic lands. ‘They have not even been worth the 
sections given to other States for school purposes, 
Most of the lands were previously appropriated 
by North Carolina, and the grant from Congress, 
I repeat, did not furnish to the State even the 
sections given to other States for school purposes, 
All the lands that have been ceded by the Genera} 
Government to Tennessee, would not equal that 
amount. 

Mr. KING. Tam alittle amused that my friend 
should say that Tennessee did not get even the 
sixteenth sections of these public lands. She got, 
however, the thirty-six sections.. She got all there 
was, and we had nothing left. The State of North 
Carolina, of which Tennessee constituted a part, 
when she ceded that State to the General Govern- 
ment, ceded the public lands under certain condi- 
tions. The State of Tennessee, or rather of North 
Carolina, of which Tennessee then constituted a 
part, through the Legislature, gave to the officers 
and soldiers of the Revolution certain lands, there 
to be located. They were located there for the 
benefit of her own citizens, and the residue of the 
lands were granted to the State of Tennessee. 
Whether they were refuse or not, that State got 
all—all there was. We extinguished the Indian 
title to the Cherokee country, and they got all— 
the sections for school purposes and all. If they 
had not been profitable to the State, we are not to 
be held responsible for it, muchas we may regret it. 
It has been frequently the case that the States have 
not properly applied the grants which have been 
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made to them. The distribution of the. proceeds 
of the public lands many years ago injured many | 
of the States, led them into extravagant expendi- 
tures, involved them in debt, and many of them 
are now regretting that they ever received it. 

To what I desired to call the attention of the 
Senator from Tennessee, is the fact that, by his 
amendment, if it prevails, he brings up an issue 
that will divide the Congress of the United States 
upon a question of constitutional right and power. 

Mr. BELL, (in his seat.) How? 

Mr. KING. I speak of the right and power of 
Congress, under the Constitution, to grant to the | 
States in the manner proposed. There is a great | 
diversity of opinion on the subject; a very great 
one. We depart entirely from the principle we 
are contending for. If the Senator’s amendment 
prevails, we go upon the ground that, in advoca- 
ting this bill, we are disposing of the public domain 
lying within the States for the benefit and im- 
provement of the public lands themselves, and 
giving a value to them, by opening a new means 
of communication by which they may be brought 
into market. It was precisely upon this princi- 
ple, as I mentioned yesterday, that we made a 
grant for the removal of the Red river raft. There 
were millions of acres of the public domain lying 
above that raft that were continually inundated, 
and were therefore worthless, and could not be 
disposed of. They were worse than worthless, 
because they rendered the adjacent country ex- 
tremely unhealthy; and the raft was removed by 
Congress, in order that the lands might be drained. 
They were drained, and went into market and 
sold fora large sum. Butif we go beyond that, 
and grant them to States where the lands do not 
lie, why we have all those questions raised which 
have agitated us so long, and thus will not only 
embarrass this measure, but will secure its defeat. 
Now, is that the object of the Senator? With re- 
gard to the completion of the entire road, if this 
grant is made to Alabama and Mississippi, { will | 
say, that the portion of it leading through the | 
southwestern part of Tennessee and a little corner | 
of Kentucky, will certainly be made if the remain- | 
deris, The great object is to reach a point on } 
the Mississippi near the mouth of the Ohio. That | 
was the original design of the charter of the road, 
and the road is just as certain to be completed 
through Tennessee and Kentucky, as anywhere 
else, unless obstructions should’ be thrown in the 
way not now anticipated. They have now graded 
a portion of the road, and there is under contract 
a much greater distance, and I trust at this stage 
of the business, whenegiye prospect is that so large 
a majority will be in-faVor of the bill as it stands, 
when I myself. and others have declined embar- 
rassing it by proposing any other routes, but sim- | 
ply confine the road to a straight line of commu- 
nication, that the Senator from Tennessee will see 
the propriety of withdrawing his motion, and 
allow the question to remain unincumbered. I 
appeal to the Senator as a friend of the work, to | 
do this, and I tell him if he succeeds in securing 
the adoption of his amendment, he will only defeat 
the measure which he has been advocating so 
ably. : 

Mr. SHIELDS. I concur in everything that 
has been said by my friend from Alabama. And | 
while I agree with the Senator from Tennessee 
in the sentiments he has expressed so much better 
than I could myself, and am really happy to see | 
that Senator rise in his place and point out the 
great advantage to be secured, not only to Illinois, 
but tothe whole country, in opening this great | 
communication from the Lakes to the Gulf of | 
Mexico, I deeply regret that he should present a: 
proposition which I know will not only embarrass . 
the bill, but must ultimately secure its defeat. | 
Now, sir, if this road leading through Tennessee 
and Kentucky cannot otherwise be completed, for 
one, I will agree, if it can be done constitutionally, 
to give you land enough from Illinois to complete 
it. Iagree here, and pledge myself under these 
circumstances, to vote to give you land enough; 
but I do not wish to see this bill embarrassed 
now, and I am certain that the Senator himself 
neither wishes to defeat nor embarrass it. The | 
measure is too grand, too magnificent a one to | 
meet with such a fate, at the hands of this Con- : 


gress. And really, as it is to connect the North | 
and South so thoroughly, it may serve to get rid 
of even the Wilmot proviso, and tie us together | 
so effectually that the idea even of separation will | 
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be impossible. I beg of the Senator from Ten- 
nessee, as a special favor to us, to withdraw his 
proposition. 

Mr. BELL. It is dificult to withstand such 
appeals from Senators whom I esteem so highly, 
but I beg leave to ask if they are not mistaken as 
to the consequences that are to result from the 
adoption of this proposition? 1 took very distinct 
ground from that which is apprehended; that is, 
placing it on the ground that we should give this 
land to Tennessee and Kentucky, as if it stood on 
the principle of the distribution of the public lands 
of the new States among all the States. I said it 
was essential to supply this gap in the chain of 
communication, a small link in it, only about one- 
eighth of that which, I apprehended, would not 
be supplied under this appropriation proposed to 
be made by Congress unless it should be extended 
so as to include it. Now, I tell the Senator from 
Aiabama, though I do not pretend to be a prophet, 
that this road never will be constructed through 
Tennessee except such a clause is adopted. You 
can find a convenient and economical terminus in 
the northern part of the State of Mississippi, upon 
that great trunk which discharges all the waters 
of the North, South, and West, and the States of 
Alabama and Mississippi will come to the conclu- 
sion that it will be no great inconvenience to be 
obliged to navigate the Mississippi some hundred 
miles further up than the mouth of the Ohio, in- 
stead of constructing at their own expense this 
road of one hundred and twenty or one hundred 
and thirty miles, through the States of Tennessee 
and Kentucky. They never will do it. Iam a 
friend to the proposition for constructing the road 
in Alabama and Mississippi, for Lam a friend to 
every work which promises to be nationally use- 
ful, whether it is located through my State or not. 


| I do not act on so narrow a principle as to oppose 


the work, even if my own State does not get the 
lands applied for. I shall vote for the bill, though 
my proposition be not included. 

But what does the Senator from Alabama mean, 
when he speaks of constitutional objections to 
voting this land to the States? Is not that the 
proposition of the bill? Is it not giving to the 
States or corporation the lands in Alabama pro- 
posed by the Senator from Alabama? The con- 
stitutional objection, if it amounts to anything at 
all, applies with the same force to a proposition to 
give tnese lands to any one State as to one giving 
them to two or more. If it be constitutional to 
give land to Mississippi, why is it not constitu- 
tional to give it to Tennessee or Kentucky? So 
of Illinois. Where is the point of difference? 
The only constitutional question that I know of, 
rests alone upon the question of appropriation, 
whether of lands or money, for works of this de- 
scription, in one State or in more. [t seems to 
me, that if we determine the question of constitu- 
tionality to be in favor of the power to donate to 
one State, you settle the whole proposition. 
can see no difference. The objection is this, that 
these Jands lie in Illinois for example, and that it 
is proposed to give a portion of them to Kentucky 
or Tennessee. Where is the distinction in a con- 
stitutional point of view, whether the lands are in 
one State or another? The propertyedoes not be- 
long to Illinois more than to any other State in 
the Union. But we have heretofore done this very 
thing. We have appropriated land, for example, 
for the support of an asylum in Connecticut, and 


i another in Kentucky. Certainly there can be no 


distinction between appropriating the land to the 
State in which it lies and to any other State, if it 
is the property of the Government. 

Mr. DOWNS. I.wish to ask the Senator, 
while on this point, whether this railroad through 
Nlinois, Kentucky, and Tennessee, and the whole 
route, is to be made by one company, or are they 
separate companies in different States? I have 
supposed, as is frequently the case where a road 
runs through several States, that the whole was 
to be the work of one company, sanctioned by the 
several States. If that be the case in this instance, 
it is not very material to Kentucky or ‘Tennessee 
whether the lands are granted to Illinois or Alabama, 
so long as they secure the completion of the work. 

Mr. BELL. I would just say that still there 
is no difference in principle, whether a company 
or the State construct the road, because, if the 
lands are granted to the State, it can grant them to 
the company who will construct the road. 

Mr. DOWNS. If the Senator will pardon me 


I: 


| the public lands for the 


for a moment, I believe he has misunderstood my 
question. ` 7 

Mr. BELL. I beg the Senator’s pardons. I will 
come to it ina moment. My impressions are in 
part based on the idea that the work will never be 
constructed either through Tennessee or Kentucky 
without foreign aid, and that there is no sufficient 
interest either in Alabama or Mississippi to make 
the road there at their own expense.* That is my 
idea; and the reasoning upon which it is based 
wil, I think, meet the concurrence of the Senator 
himself. This is a very vast undertaking—the 
building of some three hundred miles of road 
through Mississippi and Alabama alone, at an ex- 
pense of not less than fifteen or twenty thousand 
dollars to the mile. And so in Illinois, the four 
hundred miles there will not cost less than fifteen 
or twenty thousand dollars to the mile, 

Mr. SHIELDS, (in his seat.) Say ten thou- 
sand dollars. 

Mr. BELL. Well, ten thousand dollars a mile. 
These States will be burdened enough with the 
completion of their own portions of the road, and 
will not be at liberty or feel the inclination to en- 
gage in the construction of the works in Tennes- 
see and Kentucky. And in Western Tennessee 
and the part of Kentucky through which this road 
is to run, the interest will not be sufficiently great 
to induce the peonle to build the road. The local 
interests in the road, it is true, are considerable, 
but they are confined to a narrow limitand in a 
sparse population. Now, this is a work great and 
advantageous in itself, one which, if constructed, 
will have a beneficial effect upon both the North 
and the South; and I desire, therefore, to secure 
the codperation of the Government to furnish the 
means for its completion through Kentucky and 
Tennessee both. I do not propose to insist further 
upon my proposition. I have given this explana- 
tion of my object to show that it was not offered 
frivolously, and I will leave it to the Senate to dis- 
pose of. The Senators from Illinois and Alabama 
suppose, that if my proposition succeeds it will be 
fatal to the measure. J should regret exceedingly 
if such should be the effect, but I do not sce that 
jt will be. Atall events,1 shall vote for the bill 
whether my proposition be adopted or not. 

Mr. MILLER. Ihave no constitutional diffi- 
culties in the way of voting for this disposition of 

pee of internal im- 
provement; and I would cheerfully give my vote 
for this bill if I was satisfied it was not partial in 
its nature, and liable to lead to difficulties in the fu- 
ture disposition of the public lands. It appears to 
me, from the opposition made to the proposition 
of the Senator from Tennessee, that the gentlemen 
advocating this proposition put it entirely on the 
ground that we have only a right to appropriate 
these lands to works of internal improvement be- 
tween the States where the lands lie. I under- 
stand this proposition to be to give to Illinois, for 
the purpose of making a great public highway, al- 
ternate sections of the public lands lying along the 
extensive line of this road, and we are to do it 
because we consider that the construction of these 
railroads every where, especially a work like this, 
are of great benefit to the public lands, in so far 
as they facilitate communication and encourage 


| their settlement. 


In this view, therefore, we, as the proprietors, 
are willing to do our part for the purpose of en- 
couraging this great public improvement. Weill, 
it turns out that this road, to be of any advantage 
at all, or to any considerable degree, is, on ac- 
count of its connection with a long line of rail- 
roads, extending from Chicago, through Illinois, 
down to the mouth of the Ohio river, and across 
Kentucky and Tennessee, Mississippi, and Ala- 
bama. Now what is the proposition? This 
public highway, of, I suppose, about fifteen hun- 
dred miles in length, is admitted to be of a 
great national character, and~one that will en- 


| courage the settlement_and enhance the value 


of the public lands. Gentlemen say we have 
the right to donate to the State of Illinois the 
public lands for building this road within that 
State, but the moment this great public highway 
crosses her line, we have no right to assist in the 
completion of this work! In other words, we, 
holding this domain, have a right to assist in 
building the road in the State where the lands 
lie, but the moment we cross that line our power 
ceases. is is a partial administration of the 
public pray which I cannot comprehend. 
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I call the attention of the Senate, and especially 

of the Senator from Mlinois, who advocates this 
bill;. to, the various propositions now. before the 
Sénate, proposing a disposition of the public lands; 
and I'should like to have some system adopted in 
regard to this matter, so that I might understand, 
before I vote on this bill, what is finally to be the 
‘disposition of the public lands. We have before 
“the Senate fhe proposition of the Senator from 
Hlinois himself to donate and give away all the 
public lands of the United States to actual settlers. 
That proposition includes all the lands in the State 
of Illinois. We have also a proposition from the 
distinguished Senator from Massachusetts to give 
‘away, under conditions, the public lands. We 
have also the proposition of the Senator from 
New York to give away the public lands to our 
foreign'séttlers, I. believe, as they come here. 

Mr. SEWARD. Not to our foreign citizens, 
but'to those refugees who have failed in attempt- 
ing to establish republican governments in Europe, 
and have therefore been obliged to seek an asylum 
in this country. 

Mr. MILLER. [understand the Senator, then, 
to confine his donation to those who failed to es- 
tablish liberty in Europe, and who come here to 
seek it established already at their hands. Now, 
sir, if either one of these propositions receive the 
favor of the Senate, this bill, so. eloquently advo- 
cated here by the Senator from Illinois, will be 
nothing more than a mere deception upon the 
people of Illinois; for we aré to reserve alternate 
sections of land, and they are to receive the bal- 
ance, and the moment they commence their work 
the United States comes into the market and de- 
clares that it will give away the share of the pub- 
lic. lands reserved to it. I should like to know, 
in that case, what the reserved rights of Illinois 
would amount to? - 

Mr. DOUGLAS. T can only say that the peo- 
ple of Ilinois would like very much’ to be deceived 
in that way. 

Mr. MILLER. 1 understand, then, the Sena- 
tor himself, and his people, to be in favor of giving 
away the public lands to actual settlers. Now, 
sir, I am for applying these public lands to 
some great national purpose; either for building 
these railroads, which 1 consider to be national 
highways, or for clearing out our rivers and har- 

bors, or, as has been proposed here, to apply a 
part of them for the purposes of education through- 
out the United States, or for the purpose of encour- 
aging agriculture, or for the purpose of removing, 


which should not be lost sight of. The great na- f 


Well, sir, if that road is ever to be built, I presume 
it is to be with the assistance of grants of the pub- 
lic lands. It undoubtedly will be a great national 
work; and I hope that within a few years its com- 


are now before Congress; and, therefore, I cannot 
vote at this time for a measure in itself so partial 
in its application, and which may lead to conse- 
quences calculated to perplex us hereafter. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I do not agree at 
all with the Senator from New Jersey in his opin- į 
ion as to the utility of this road. It has all the 
characteristics of a useful public highway, because 
it is constantly changing the latitude and therefore 
the products through which it passes. Running 
from Lake Michigan, it crosses the Ohio at its 


from the Mississippi, passing to the valley of the 
Tombigbee and Alabama rivers. ) 
the Senator from New Jersey, that, whilst I agree 


the banks of the Mississippi which could success- 
fully compete with that river, still avery slight de- 
viation from it will perhaps render this road pro- 
fitable. I do not pretend to say how profitable. 
That, however, is a question which those who in- 
vest their money in such improvements generally 
examine more closely and decide more accurately 
than we can. 

I think the proposition of the Senator from Ten- 
nessee legitimately flows from one feature in this 
bill, that which grants land remote from the road, 
where there is noneadjacent. Itisanew feature— 
one never before incorporated in any bill of the 
kind which I have voted for, and for which | will 
not consent to vote. If we grant land other than 
that through which the road is constructed, for 
the purposes of the road, I see no reason why we 
should not grant it to.aid internal improvements 
in other States. Nor do I see, in either aspect, 
any difference between thus granting land or taking 
money from the treasury to build these works, 
There is agreat distinction between this proposition 
and one which confines the grant to the land through 
which the road passes. It is, first, a distinction 
of principle; for, whilst I deny the power of the 
Government to appropriate public money for these 
improvements, it must be cOnceded the power to 
dispose of the public lands with certain conditions 


as has already been proposed, that class of colored 
people in the United States outlawed here, back 
again to their native lands. All these great pro- 
jects are now presented, either by resolution or 
petition, before Congress; and it becomes a ques- 
tion whether, before voting on this bill, we snould 
not establish some policy with regard to the dis- 
position of the public lands, This is not the only 
bill proposing a similar disposition of these lands. 
I understand that there are four or five others of 
thesame character; and before I vote on this mat- 
ter I should like to see some expression of the 
Senate with regard to the final disposition of these 
Tands. The truth is, that ever since Congress or 
the people disregarded the great, and equal, and no- 
ble proposition made by the Senator from Kentucky 
TMr. Cray,] for the equitable distribution of the 
public lands among the various States of the Union 
for great national purposes, there has been a con- 
tinual yearly application here to apply the public 
Jands—not to the States equally—but to the States 
in which they happen to lie. 

Now, I am willing to apply these lands equally 
among all the States, or to any one Siate, provided 
that State possess the arena, where they can be 
applied for the benefit and advantage of the whole 
people of the United States. I therefore hope that 
this bill may, under the proposition of the Senator 
from ‘Tennessee, beseferred back to the committee; 
and I would also call the attention of the commit- 
tee to the various propositions already submitted 
In regard to the public lands. Let us have some 
system in regard to them. This road is under- 
stood to be one of fifteen hundred miles in lengih, 
running almost parallel to the Missouri: and, from 
the information before me, I cannot see that it will 
afford any great facility hereafter in carrying 
freight, or for any other great national purpose, 
over the cheaper water communication of the great 
Mississippi river. We need information om this 
point also. We have also another foggpp efore us 


| right to go elsewhere th 


growing out of the nature of the trust, is fully con- 
ferred. For instance, if these lands are unsold or 
not taken up, we can, by granting a portion of 
them, construct a road which will bring the ad- 
joining lands into market, asa mean proper to exe- 


| cute the trast, to dispose of the public domain for 


the common benefit of the States. We gain, first, 
something to the treasury by the sale of lands, 
which would otherwise be unsaleable, and we gain 
far more than what is received for the lands, in the 


| revenue which will constantly flow into the treas- 
| ury, when the lands are occupied and cultivated, 


by the increased demand for the imports upon 
which the revenue is raised. This is a reason for 
granting land which I recognize as within our power 
and duty as tgustee for its disposal. This is the 


| great difference in principle, between a grant of 
land connected with and remote from the road to 


be constructed. It carries also two limitations with 
it. First, it is limited to such grants as are made 
est state. It carries a limitation with it then as to 
through which the road passes, it carries a limita- 
tion as to space. These two restrictions remove 
from such grants a great many objections which 
apply to a general appropriation of land or of mo- 
ney from the treasury; the two last being, to my 
mind, equivalent, so far as the question of 


is involved. I therefore consider that the S 
from Tennessee draws his 
from the provision in the bill to which have re- 

ferred. Both go beyond what 1 consider expedi- | 
ent or constitutional, and against both, therefore, 
I shall vote, whatever else may depend upon it. 
So much of this amended bill ag is found from line 
sixteen, after the word ‘* practicable,” down to 
the word “ provided” in the twenty-sixth line, : 
includes the feature of a floating grant, giving the | 
an along the road to find | 
ad, and therefore presents | 


enator 
proposition legitimately 


the land to build the ro 


at once the idea that a thickly-setiled country may į 


tional highway from the Atlantic to the Pacific— |, 
the Western road—is proposed to be constructed. i 

| 
H 


pletion may be accomplished. All these projects |! 


junction with the Mississippi, and then diverges | 
I would say to ; 


with him that it is impossible to build a road on | 


at the time the lands are unsettled, and in the for- i 


time; and by restricting the grant to the land | 


power | 


looked so obvious a feature of the bill 


i Bat it seeras to me that, 


| eall for grants of land, for the purpose of building 


ofa proprietor of forest lands, An individual so 
| circumstanced would, atleast could very well grant 
i asmall portion of them tosome one who would cut 
a road, so as to facilitate examination, invite emi- 
| gration to them, and bring them into market. From 
a parity of reasoning, the Federal Government may 
| grant land to build a road threugh its unsettled do- 
main, with a view of bringing it into the market, 
or rendering it saleable. This is the principle by 
which I have been. governed, and which will guide 
me in my vote upon this bill. If in order, I move 
|| to amend this bill by striking out the clause to 
which I have referred, so as to leave the bill a sim- 
ple grant of alternate sections of land along the 
line of road. ; 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The amendment 
will not be in order while the proposition of the 
Senator from Tennessee is pending. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I thought the 
|| Senator had abandoned his proposition. 

Mr. DAYTON. Mr. President, I wish to offer 
an amendment, to test the liberality of our friends, 
| in a manner somewhat more latitudinarian even 
| than the amendment proposed by the Senator from 
Tennessee. I have been in the habit of voting 
| very liberally with reference to the appropriations 
of the public lands to public purposes, having no 
conscientious scruples upon that subject, believing 
|| myself that these public lands are the property of 
the country, and that the country has aright to 
dispose of them in such manner as will best sub- 
: Serve its public interests. I have, therefore, with- 
| out scruple, on many occasions, voted for appro- 
| priations of the publiic lands to the different States 
| D useful public purposes; I am willing to do so 

ere, 

But the application now before the Senate goes 
j to a point a little beyond my liberality, unless I 
find that the Senate are willing to go a little further 
yet, You have resolved, by a vote of yesterday, 
to give to the State of Illinois a strip uf the public 
lands four hundred miles long and six miles wide; 
and when the public lands are not to be found on the 
line of the road, you allow them to make selections 
| elsewhere throughout the State; that is, if any of 
| the alternate sections alonggthe line of the road are 
| sold, you allow them io to the other public 
‘| lands ‘in that State to select other land in lieu 
i! theteof. Now, I am strongly inclined to think that 
if . 
|| after you have located nearly sixteen hundred thou- 
1 sand acres of good public land in that State, there 
ii will not be a great deal more left to be located, 

il Mr. DOUGLAS. The report will show that 
_ there are fourteen millions nine hundred and odd 
ji thousand acres of land unsold in the State of Illi- 
‘| nois, so that the Senator will perceive that there 
| are about fifteen millions of acres of land vacant in 
ʻi that State. 

| Mr. DAYTON, 1 was not speaking of 
i; amount of lands still vacant, but 1 acted 
| degree, on the assumption of statements 
i. that the vast amount of land on the line 
' is not susceptible of cultivation, Here, then, are 
some sixteen millions already located, and we are 
ii to suppose that they constitute the best cultivated 
—or, if I may coin a word, the improvable or cul- 
| tivatable—part of the lands in the State. You are 
| now to take about sixteen hundred thousand acres 
| of the best remaining lands in the State, and then I 
| ask you how much more valuable public jand will 
< be left in that State? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The Senator is under a mis- 
apprehension in regard to the bill. lt only pro- 
poses to grant the alternate sections, and, if any 
part is sold, then to select other contiguous lands. 

Mr. DAYTON. Of course I have not over. 
looked that, and if the Senator had tarned for a 
. moment, he would have found that I had not over- 
» Iknow 
along the route, they 
» as you find them. 
as soon as you get be- 
to take these contiguous 
pick out the best lands. 
to the State of Hlinois 


i 
| 
| 
| 
i 
i 
| 


H 


the large 
, in some 
made here, 
of this road 


; that, xo far as these lands lie 
: must be taken, good and bad 


, yond the line of the road, 
| outside sections, they will 
Thus much in reference 


i 


1850. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


871 


[= 


Then comes the amendment of our friend from 
Alabama. He brings in Alabama and Mississippi; 
I suppuse that will add four or five hundred miles 
more. Then comes in the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Tennessee. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. 
orable Senator, that it is not five hundred miles 
from the city of Mobile to the mouth of the Ohio 


river. He is mistaken by about two hundred 
miles. : 
Mr. DAYTON. In this. grand figuring on this 


vast scale, I may be mistaken some two hundred 
miles, according to the estimate of my friend from 
illinois. Granted. You will now see what a vast 
domain is to be appropriated by the amendments 
to this bill—to be absolutely given away. 

Now, Mr. President, when we are manifesting 
this excessive liberality in regard to this line of 
route, I really do not know why the same spirit of 
liberality should not be extended to other parts of 
the nation. Ido not see why the same spirit of 
liberality should not be extended to other western 
States, that are, perhaps, as much in want of the 
proceeds of these public lands as the States through 
which these roads run. The fact of running the 
road through three or four States, gives to those 
States a special advantage which their sister asso- 
ciated States do not possess. Why, then, is it 
that in this grand donation, when you talk of 
thousands and millions of acres, you are to restrict 
it to three or four States, through which this rail- 
road is to run? Sir, I cannot see any possible 
reason—there is no reason why the other States 
should not be benefited. There is no reason why 
the eastern States should not be benefited. Some 
of us, God knows, are poor enough, and we want 
` dt, if we are justly entitled to it; and we believe, in 
all honesty and in good faith, that we are as much 
entitled to receive our share of the proceeds of 
those lands as the States in which they lie. We 
know of no reason in reference either to the ques- 
gion of constitutional power, or to the question of 
equity as between partners, in this great, glorious, 
and magnificent property—we know of no reason 
why we should not come in and receive our share 
of the proceeds of the sale of the public lands. 

_ Ihave only referred to this subject to present a 
short amendment that I have drawn up, I dare 
say it may need some revision, as I have drawn it 
up rather hastily. it embraces matters that will 
have to be considered, if this bill is recommitted 
to the committee, as proposed by my friend from 
Tennessee, {Mr. BeLL.] I therefore offer this 
amendment to his amendment, which I believe is 
in order: bd 

” Provided, further, That, after the appropriation of the 
Jands hereinbefore referred to the States hereinbefore named, 
the net proceeds of the sales of the residue of the public 


lands, from and after the 3ist day of December next, shall 
be divided between the several States of the Union and the 


I would suggest to the hon- |; 


territories thereof, as they now exist, agreeably to the pro- | 


visions of an act entitled “An act to appropriate the pro- 
ceeds of the sales of the public lands, and to grant preémp- 
tion rights,” passed September 4, 1841; the provisions of 
which act, so far as the same can be properly applied in the 
distribution of the proceeds of said sales, are hereby re 
enacted and reaffirmed. 

In other words, Mr. President, it will be scen 
and understood at once that, in reference to the 
remainder of these public lands, itis a reénactment 
of the land law of 1841, for the general distribu- 
tion of the proceeds of those public lands, and 
giving the distributees a fair chance. All will 
agree, I think, that we cannot make very many 
grants of this sort—a thousand miles long by six 
miles wide—because, after you have made a few 


grants of this sort, the whole matter will be whit- | 


tled down to a very small point, There will not 
be. much public domain left. 1 think, therefore, 
that this is a very proper time to present this 
amendment to. our friends on both sides of the 
Chamber, and see what the spirit of liberality will 
do for the country at large. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the recommitment of the bill, with the specific 
instructions offered by the Senator from Tennessee. 
The amendment is not, therefore, in order at this 


time. 


Mr. DAYTON. Then let it lie on the table | 


for the present. It will be in order in a little 
while. 

Mr. BENTON. The general principle which 
the bill before the Senate presents is one which 
has long been under consideration in both Houses 
of Congress. As far back as twenty-odd years 


ago the principle of the bill was a part of a general 


ii 
I 
i 
i 
i 


proposition, which was then before the Senate, 
and it was known as the graduation bill. That 
bill contained three features. The first, to reduce 
the price of those lands which had been some 
years in market; the next was to make donations 
of lands, in limited quantities, to actual settlers; 
the third and last was, to cede the refuse lands to 
the States in which they lay for objects of internal 
improvement. It is the last of these propositions 
which is somewhat covered by the proposition 
now before the Senate. From the consideration 
which I gave to that subject at that early day, it 
appeared to me that it was a beneficial disposition 
for the United States to make of her refuse lands, 
to cede them to the States in which they lay. 
Lands which had been twenty or twenty-five 
years in the market at the minimum price, and 
had never found a purchaser up to that time, were 
classed as refuse, and it was deemed that the 
States, as a local authority, might be able to make 
some disposition of them which the General Gov- 
ernment, without machinery of land offices, could 
not. The principle of the bill before the Senate is 
to take the refuse lands and appropriate them to a 
great object of internal improvement, which, al- 
though it has its locality in a particular State, pro- 
duces advantages which, we all know, spread far 
and wide; for a good road cannot be made any- 
where without being beneficial to the whole United 
States. 

The only State that has received the full benefit 
of this principle is the State of Tennessee. l 
mention it for the consideration of the Senator 
from Tennessee, who has moved to recommit this 
bill. The United States, to be sure, was not so 
large a landholder in the State of Tennessee as she 
was in other young States, but she was to a con- 
siderable extent. And in 1846 we passed a bill 
through both Houses of Congress, by a very 
hearty concurrence, ceding to the State of Tennes- 
see all the lands which the United States held in 
that State. The quantity-was then computed at 
three millions of acres. An actual account or 
enumeration a short time before computed it at 
about three and a half millions. This is very 
considerable, if you go by the acres, but not very 
much if you go by the actual value, at ten or a 
dozen cents per acre, for that was as much as it 
would bring. But we gave up all that we owned 
in the State of Tennessee to the State, without 
limitation as to the object to which she was to 
apply it. We not only gave her all, but we gave 
her between eighteen and nineteen thousand dol- 
lars, which she had in deposit as proceeds from 
these lands; so that the bill not only gave lands, 
but it gave money to Tennessee also. 

Mr. BELL. Will the Senator allow me to ask 
him a question? lask him whether the General 
Government has not been bound, in all these new 
States, to investigate the title of the lands ceded 


to the United States; and whether, in his opinion . 


and from his knowledge of the condition of the 
State, Tennessee has ever received one-half the 
expense which it incurred in the investigation of 
these titles? 

Mr. BENTON. Sir, the General Government 
gave up to Tennessee all she had—every speck of 
it—and about $18,000 besides. She gave it all up 
to the State, and if she spends money upon it the 
United States cannot help it. If there was some 
expense in the use of it, the United States cann_t 
help it. She gave up all, and more besides. 

And now, sir, as to the bill before the Senate 
to give some refuse lands to Illinois, to aid in the 
construction of aroad. If, besides that, we were to 
give back all the money that we have ever received 
from the lands in that State, there would be some 
parity of reasoning in the two cases. But we do 
not putitin that way. The application now is for 


| part of the refuse lands for a great national pur- 


pose; and l am free to say, that 1 am of opinion 
that the principle contained in the graduation bill 
ought to be adopted, and that all those refuse 
lands, which have been in market for a great 
length of time, should be given up to the Siates 
in which they lie. 

But, Mr. President, with respect to the general 
proposition. This application rests upon a prin- 
ciple that the young States are made desolate, in a 
great degree, by having lands in their midst that 
pay no taxes, undergo no cultivation, that are held 
at a price that nobody will pay, and which, in 
fact, in some parts of the country become jungles 
for the protection of wild beasts that prey upon 


| and if we are to engage in tt 


the flocks and herds of the farmers... In other in- 
stances the United States hold swamps and marshes 
at prices that nobody will pay, and they hold on 
to these swamps and marshes, garrisoned as they 
are by pestilence, which the people of the country 
cannot drain, because they are held by the Gov- 
ernment of the United States. Sir, you may travel 
a hundred miles through a country of marshes 
and uncultivated land, which is not only worth- 
less, but far worse; it becomes a place where mi- 
asma is generated, and where beasts have their 
haunts. But this bill proposes to make some 
beneficial disposition of these lands. Of the gen- 
eral principle of the bill I cordially approve. I 
believe the General Government will have done 
well when it gets rid of the administration of 
these lands. I believe it will have done well 
when it puts them in a condition to be made use- 
fal to the human race, which they are not now. 

Mr. TURNEY. I will say one word, sir, in 
relation to the State of Tennessee. Several years 
ago, perhaps ten years ago, the public lands in 
Tennessee were offered at twelve and a half cents 
per acre, and the State of Tennessee sold those 
lands as the agent of the Federal Government, 
The lands were sold under that provision of the 
law for a number of years, and the proceeds were 
paid over to the General Government, nothing 
being retained to remunerate the State for her 
agency in the matter. In 1846, as most of the 
lands remaining in Tennessee were of little or no 
value, the General Government relinquished to the 
State the remainder of the lands unsold within the 
State, possibly some three or three and a half mil- 
lions of acres. The land was given to the State 
for a special purpose, and not, as the Senator from 
Missouri supposes, without limitation, It was for 
a purpose specified in the act of Congress—for the 
purpose of building a college at Jackson, in West- 
ern Tennessee. The sales of those lands have 
amounted to some ten or fifteen thousand dollars, 
all told, which is not enough to build the college. 
This, sir, is, I believe, the history of the law of 
1846, and that is the amount which has been de- 
rived from the sales of the ceded lands under that 
act. Ido not mean to say that these are the only 
lands that were ever ceded to the State by the 
General Government. Far from it. A few ces- 
sions were made that were far more valuable than 
those ceded by the law of 1846. That law was 
regarded at the time it was passed, as one that 
would be very soon forgotten, in consequence of 
its very insignificance in value or importance. It 
is avery small matter indeed. Sir, take the whole 
of the lands that have been ceded to this State, and 
you will find that the amount is not near as much 
as has been appropriated to common schools in 
other States. - . 

Sir, I am opposed to the system of distributing 
the proceeds of the public lands; but it is far more 
preferable, if the system is to prevail, to that policy 
which has prevailed for some time past, of appro- 
priating these lands to internal improvements ex- 
clusively in the States in which they lie; and I 
shall go for the proposition of my friend from 
New Jersey, not that I advocate that system of 
policy, but I select itin preference to the other. 
if these lands are to be squandered for internal 
improvements, I think that some of the old States 
are entitled to a part, and they should not all be 
given to the new. If it be constitutional to apply 
them as proposed in this bill, it is constitutional to 
distribute them amongst the States. If Congress 
possesses the power to do the one, it possesses the 
power to do the other. 1f you can give land lying 
in the State of Illinois to the State of Hlinois, you 
can give it to the State of Tennessee or Kentucky. 
Surely there can be nothing found in the Consti- 
tution that can prohibit us from giving to the one 
State if we can give to the other. 

But I hold that Congress has no such power; 
ystem of internal 
improvements, I desire to see all the States equal- 
ly benefited; and if itis to become a scramble, I 
appeal in behalf of Tennessee, who is entitled to 
her proportion. I am opposed to this system of 
policy, whether it be a railroad bill ora canal bill, 
or any other system of bills which will apply one 
of the sources of the revenue of this Government 
to objects of internal improvements in certain 
States and not in other States. {t is wrong in 
point of principle. It is unjust, for we should 
mete out justice to all the States alike. Certainly 
these lands were originally acquired by the funds 
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ment and education. I admit it. But now let us 
be just, and in the language of a friend of mine in 
Georgia, “ Divide fairly; do things honestly; do 
i them justly.” But ean you do it by the mode 
| that has been proposed in the bill now under con- 
| sideration? 1 submit it now to the judgment of 
| this botly, do you believe that Í can stand by, as 
| a Senator from Georgia, and see three millions of 
| the public lands given to Illinois? There is an- 
j other bill on your table for an appropriation of the 
i Same character, but to-what extent | do not 


in the Treasury which we derived from the pock- 
ets of al-paid by the people of the old States as 
well as the people ofthe new States—paid for by 
the people of the States where there are no public 
larids, as well.as where there are public lands. 
No‘doubt the much larger portion was paid by the 
people of the States in which there were no public 
lands, for inthe hew States there were compara- 
tively very few to pay taxes at all. [can see no 
principle of justice, of right, or of policy, in con- 


| 
f 
| 


tinuing this system of applying the “proceeds of | 
those lands, or. the lands themselves, to internal i 
‘improvements in the States in which they are sit- 
uated, to the entire exclusion of all other States. 
Mr. DAWSON. Mr. President; (Mr. Cray 
temporarily occupying the chair,) I think it very 
probable that you will live long enough—and may 
you live a thousand years—to see many of your 
views consummated by this-body. I think } can 


see the tendency of things now in relation to the |: 


policy of the general distribution of. the proceeds 
of the publie lands, I know that this attack upon 


| Four hundred: miles. 
| General Government. 


know. How far. are they to carry this road? 
Who pays for it? The 
Why, the State of Georgia 
has constructed her part of this great enterprise 
| upwards of six hundred miles, already completed, 
| and now going by steam from the Atlantic to the 


ii Valley of the Mississippi, all at our own expense. 


l have another view of this subject which I in- 
| tend to present, and I do not do it with any view 
| of embarrassing this question at all. I voted 
; against the distribution of the proceeds of the pub- 


the public lands comes from those gentlemen who 
are constitutionally opposed to the distribuTfon of | 
the proceeds of the public lands; but, to disavow 
that sentiment, and wholly come to a new one, | 
they must commence by giving a distributive share | 
to each State one ata time. ‘They know that we 
are all one family, and that one child is never like- 
ly to remain content while another is drawing a 
larger proportion of the patrimony belonging to 
the whole family. 

_Now, sir, it will be recollected very well that in i 
the year 1835 the public funds were deposited with | 
the several States, and, like the servants to whom 
were given the talents—one five, one two, and 
another one; some improved and others made no 
use of this liberality. The State which I have the 


į lic lands when in the other branch of Congress, 
and I would vote against it to-day; but I would 
say, with my friend from Tennessee, that if you 
| are to divide them, to avoid this injustice, to avoid 
| this inequality, let us divide them fairly and equal- 
ily. Wearea Confederacy of States, all entitled 
| to equal rights and to equal dividends, according 
to the extent of the population. These internal 
improvements are for the benefit of not only the 
citizens of the South, but of the citizens of the 
: North. They league us together, make us better 
: acquainted with cach other, and cultivate our af- 
| fections and personal conveniences. We will do 
| this by intercommunications between the States. 
| We may be asked, what do you want now in 
| Georgia? Have you not got eight hundred miles 


i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


| of railroad? Now what more do you want? But, 


honor, in part, to, represent, has to-day in actual |: of i 
i sir, we see this, that every year the losses sus- 


operation nearly eight hundred miles of railroads, 
equal to that of any of the southern States, if not 
to any State in the Union, arising from a proper 
administration of her proportionate share of ‘that 
deposit by this Government among the States, and 
her own and individual resources. All the other | 
States received their shares, but unfortunately some 


Florida would be sufficient to build a railroad trom 
Mobile to some point within the limits of the State 
j of Gecrgia, by which that dangerous passage 
| round the cape of Florida would be avoided. My 
; | friend from Florida will concede tsat this is so. 
of them managed it badly, and their credit and || I have a proposition to make, which l intend to 

ublic works went to decay. But is this any |! present. When you run through Illinois you 
reanon, Mr. President. why ikone who have jadi- | thie at Lake Michigan, and ake the Senator 
ciously managed and economically controlled what |i from Michigan, and unite him, not by the Nich- 
they had, should be deprived of their equal par- |! olson letter, but bya railroad, with the South. 
ooann t Now, sir, look over the State of |! You get him intoit by a railroad from Lake Mich 

eorgia. Frorn Augusta to Atlanta, and from | igan down to Cairo, at the mouth of the Ohio 
Augusta, the dividing line between South Carolina |! river; then through Kentucky, and then through a 
and Georgia, to the Tennessee river, running some |: portion of Tennessee, and then down to Mobile. 
eight or ten miles into the State of Tennessee, |; That is the whole of the road. And when we get 
Georgia thereby unite the Auantic with the valley | to Mobile, where are we? We are on the Gulf of 
of the Mississippi. And, sir, to-day you may | Mexico, and all communication between Mobile 
te from os and go by steam to Cairo, |: and the northern cities has to be round that dan- 
the point which is designated as the southern ter- |, gerous cape of Florida. Now, to avoid that, my 
mination of the railroad now contemplated by the |) proposition is to give to the State of Georgia, just 
State of Illinois. And how was this done? By ‘i precisely upon the same terms, upon the same 
individual enterprise, and by the funds of that |; conditions, according to the extent of the line 
State, and a judicious appropriation of the proceeds |: which she intends to make from Mobile, a number 
which were divided between all the States. Then 


n |. of acres of land in proportion to the distance; not 
turn. your eye to Savannah, in the State of Georgia: |: for the benefit of Georgia, because she is complete 
ou have five hundred and odd miles, nearly six 


y e in her system, so far as relates to her own internal 
undred, of one continuous railroad, from the At- facilities, but for the purpose of connecting every 
lantic to the Valley of the Mississippi, tapping the || section of this country. 
Tennessee at Chatanooga. If you make this road from Mobile, by way of 
This was ail done by our own enterprise. We Columbus, in Georgia, on the Chatianooche, di- 
ask nothing of the Government for it; but when ii rect through Macon to the Central road across to 
you are going todivide out the patrimony, although |, the Georgia railroad, to some point above the city 
we have been exceedingly industrious and eco- | of Augusta, you havea connection then by rasi- 
nomical at home, having made these roads, not 


|| road to the Atlantic at Savannah, to the Atlantic 
merely for our own advantage, but for the comfort ‘at Charleston, and have a direct road to Cairo 
of all, we will not object to take our share. 


friend from Kentucky has rode over our rairai, i Tees a ee ren aag 
and smilingly said, “ These are the fruits of the i the road be worth through Hlino, through Ten. 
distribution of the proceeds of the public lands, ac- || nessee, and through Kentucky, unless you could 
ee tomy Sk [Lond laughter, in which || go down to Mobile? And, after you get io Mobile, 
oe joine 2 ne oe oe || of what value will it be if you have not this road 
dom,” though hoatftited the “ennleoy Alo fi | preticly he A cont Meee 
g A i iion as 
from Kentucky disavows the wisdom, but admits i down ihe Mississippi. There nie river Missa 
aoe and now oe to go further: But 1 sippi, with potting in it but here and there snags 
try should be improved by a Š; slem ait neal fi flaw smeri] bur iticely anes yraieeesnid 
improvements. The States ate supporting the i to New Orleans Tisia aie Wine 
z r - khi 

Sengen Government by indirect Rain, and the | to Mobile you are Wok ope Youreuee 
pas been to yea States for | go on towards the Atlantic, and strike the internal 
tie d ER e i teak : ter the payment of || improvements of Georgia; these connecting with 

evolution, the States are entitled || South Carolina, and coming over to the old North 


| 
i 
í 
| 


| 


| 
| 
l 


l 
i 
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tained to property by going round the cape of 


to the money for the purposes of internal improve- 


i 
i] State, through the Old Dominion, north to Wash- 


s 


ington. Now, sir, there is the great link which is 
wanting from Mobile to the Georgia railroad; and 
all I ask is, that if you are to appropriate public 
lands to the States of Alabama, Mississippi, and 
illinois, to construct their railroad, that you shall 
appropriate 800,000 acres that Georgia may go on 
and complete this link which is wanting. We 
will pledge ourselves to construct the railroad, not 
within ten years, but within five years. Now, 
why do you not do it? The reply is, if you tack 
too many amendments to this bill, Illinois is gone. 
Now, is there not as much propriety in Illinois 
losing this advantage as Georgia or Alabama? . 
What gives to Illinois any advantage? Now I 
show you the position that 1 oceupy. I am hum- 
ble about this matter, and only claim it upon prin- 
ciple. If Georgia makes this road from Macon, 
she will not do it from selfish purposes, but in 
order to complete the road through the State of 
Alabama down to Mobile, for public and generat 
purposes, and not for the purpose of making divi- 
dends for the stockholders alone, but for the 
Union. When you give or take money belonging 
to the Union to appropriate it, let it be for public 
purposes; let it be upon general principles, upon 
which we can all stand. 

I may be replied to in this wise: You are op- 
posed to an appropriation of the proceeds of the 
public lands for internal improvements by a State. 

L am, sir. But when this Congress decides a 
princtple, and says that it shall be the policy of 
this Government to give the public lands for in- 
ternal improvements, I yield my constitutional 
objections, and go with the country upon the 
principles which have been established, though 
against my own view. I will not stand still as a 
representative from Georgia because my opinion 
| às that this is unconstitutional, and say that Geor- 
gia shall not take her share. That would be un- 
wise. It would be as unwise as Virginia was in 
| relation to the public deposits. She held on and 
would not touch them for years, but at last she 
thought it was very simple, and took the money 
and used it. Now, if there is to be a general 
distribution of the proceeds of the public lands 
among the various States for the purpose of inter- 
nal improvement, I will yield; but I prefer a 
general distribution to a partial one. These, sir, 
are my views. ` 

Mr. HUNTER. lam very sorry to hear my 
friend from Georgia [Mr. Dawson] modifying his 
objections to the distribution of the proceeds of 
the public lands amongst the States upon so slen- 
der a foundation as that upon which he seems to 
rest. Why, sir, he says that because Congress 
is disposed to appropriat® the public lands for 
purposes of internal improvement—a purpose of 
į which he disapproves—that therefore these public 
; lands should be divided among the States. Why, 
| sir, if the majority of Congress are in favor of 
| internal improvements, and these lands are dis- 
| posed of, do you not suppose that they will use the 
| money? Ard what would be the effect? We 
| shall ‘have not only the existing expenses for the 
| administration of the Government charged upon 
i the customs, but also we shall have charged upon 
, them whatever the majority ehoose to appropriate 
ji for the purpose of internal improvement. ft 
; Seems to me that it would be far better to endeavor 
' to check and restrain the system as far as we can. 
{i I know that it is beyond our power to put an end 
| to the system, for upon this subject we are in a 
; minority; but still, by constant and consistent op- 
position—opposition upon principle, we can to 
some extent restrain, or at least modify it There 
are provisions in this bill which we might have 
opposed, and opposed efficiently. 1 mean that 
portion of the bill to which the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi (Mr. Davis] alluded to-day, and to which 
l also alluded yesterday in the remark or two 
which I made upon the occasion: that feature in 
the bill which departs from the old principle of 
appropriating land along the line of the road, upon 
the consideration that the Government is to be 
benefited as the proprietor of the lands. Sir, there 
is a difference between appropriations made upon 
that principle and appropriations made merely for 
the purpose of internal improvements. 1 believe 
that, at best, itis doubtful, even in the cases to 
which E have referred, whether the Government 
has the power to appropriate alternate sections 
for purposes of internal improvement, and, there- 
fore, | have never voted for a bill of this sort; but 
still I cannot be blind to the fact, that there is a 


i 


{ 


| 
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difference between the claim of such a power as 
that which the Government exercises merely as 
proprietor of the public lands, and the claim of the 
power to appropriate money for internal improve- 
ments generally. I believe, sir, that this bill, as it 
stands, is obnoxious to all the objections which 
could be raised to a bill appropriating money for 
purposes of internal improvement; and although I 
think that if this feature were stricken out, the bill 
would be much improved, I should still vote against 
it, for the reason which I have just given. But I 
shall not be willing, for the purpose of defeating 
this or any other bill, to give my sanction, directly 
or indirectly, to a principle so mischievous as 
that embodied in the bill for the distribution of 
the proceeds of the public lands among the States. 

Permit me to tell the Senator from Georgia 
{Mr. Dawson] that he was as infelicitous in se- 
lecting his example as in the reasoning he urged 
in support of his position. Why, sir, when Vir- 
ginia refused to receive her share of the proceeds 
of the public lands which were distributed, she 
announced a resolution to which she has adhered 
ever since. That which she once refused to re- 
ceive she has never taken since. I think, to the 
best of my recollection, the money still remains as 
a deposit in her bank. At any rate, she has 
never received it, or in any manner treated it as 
hers. But, sir, what had that todo with the sub- 
ject before us? Whether it was wise or unwise 
in Virginia to refuse to receive this money——wheth- 
er she adhered to her original determination or 
not—what has all that to do with the policy of 
distribution, and why drag these subjects into dis- 
cussion here? We all know that majorities change 
in each of the States. We all know that the dif- 
ference in relation to this matter was a party dif- 
ference in this country—the Democrats opposed 
it and the Whigs were in favor of the policy. If 
Virginia, then, had departed from her original 
resolution under such circumstances, would not 
this change have argued rather a change of party 
than an infirmity of purpose? But to return to 
the subject. I will unite with the Senator from 
Georgia in all fair and legitimate means to defeat 
the bill, because I think it impolitic; L think it 
worse than that, if the feature to which I have 
objected is retained; because it seems to me to 
involve the right of the General Government to 
appropriate money as well as lands to the purposes 
of internalimprovement. Believing so, | will use 
all fair and legitimate efforts to defeat the bill; but 
I cannot, for the sake of defeating it, give my vote 
to recognize, directly or indirectly, the propriety 
of distributing the proceeds of the public lands 
among the States. 

Mr. DAYTON. I believe I was understood, 
in offering my amendment, to offer it as an amend- 
ment to the bill, and the Senator then in the chair 
said that it was out of order. I intended to offer 
it as an amendment to these instructions, which I 
believe makes it in order, 

The amendment was then read, as follows: 

“Provided, further, That, after the appropriation of the 
Jands hereinbefore reterred to the States hereinbefore named, 
the net proceeds of the sales ef the residue of the public 
lands, from and after the 31st day of December next, shall be 
divided between the -everal States of the Union and the 
territories thereof, as they now exist, agreeably to the provi- 
sions of an act entitled “An act to appropriate the proceeds 
of the sales of the public lands, and to grant preémption 
rights,” passed September 4, 1841; the provisions of which 


act, so far as the same can be properly applied in the distri- 
bution of the proceeds of said sales, are hereby reénacted and 


reaffirmed.” 

Mr. WHITCOMB. Before the question is 
taken, [ desire to state my views in relation to the 
subject, and to make an explanation. l have 
thought from the first that I discovered in the bill 
under consideration an extension of the principle 
which has heretofore governed Government grants 
of this kind. It has been said here to-day that 
the first grant of this kind was made in Indiana. 
That is very true; but there is a very consider- 
able addition to the principle on which that grant 
was made in the bill now under consideration. ł 
believe the present bill is the first, within my rec- 
ollection, in which a strip of land twelve miles 
wide, or rather the alternate sections in a strip of 
land twelve miles wide, has been given by Con- 
gress for the construction of any work. The 
greatest width heretofore has been ten miles. In 
the case of the last grant to Indiana, not only was 
it restricted to ten miles wide, but for the purpose 
of making up the quantity in case portions of the 
land had been already sold within those limits, the 


State was restricted to a single land district, the 
district in which the greatest part of the road, or a 
considerable portion of it, lay. The State was not į 
allowed to go to any land district but the district 
of Vincennes, the unsold lands in which had been 
in the market for some forty years, after all the 
best lands had been bought up, and the land offices 
were almost in a condition to be closed for want of ! 
purchasers Now, sir, apart from that paramount 
affection which I feel for my own State,and which I 
trust every Senator has for his, | know of no State | 
in this Union that, as a public officer or as an indi- | 
vidual, | would make second in my regard to Ili- 
nois, But | did fear, that, going beyond the ori- 
ginal principle in the proposed grant, we stimulated ; 
the cupidity of States where the principle did not 
apply, and hazarded the introduction of a new | 
system. Itis said that Indiana has been favored | 
to a great extent by similar grants. f admit, sir, | 
that she has been favored, and we are grateful. 
And I think we should not transcend the principle 
on which such grants have generally been based— |! 
that of enhancing the value of the contiguous public 
lands. To make a direct largess to any State 
without a corresponding advantage to the General 
Government, involves the distribution principle, 
and I fear might lead in its consequences to the 
distribution system, I admit the expediency, and, 
as far as the precedents of Congress for a long time 
are ¢éoncerned, the power of granting public lands 
for the making of roads and improvements in the 
States, on the principle that the adjacent public 
lands are thereby enhanced in value, that the 
United States is the great land proprietor in the 
new States, paying no taxes upon them, and that |: 
the burdens are consequently so much the greater |! 
on the residents in those States. The early emi- | 
grants to the new States were comparatively poor; | 
| 
| 


many of them wore out their lives in the penury || 
and hardships incident to a frontier life, and others | 
are but just emerging through toil and privation 
into that state of comfort and affluence enjoyed to 
a greater or less extentin the older States. Under }: 
all these circumstances, there is a marked difference į 
between the claim of the young States on the || 
munificence and assistance of the General Govern- 
ment, and that of their older sisters. The citizens || 
of the new States are called upon to make and 
work on the roads, and it is but just and fair that |; 
the United States, the greatest land proprietor, |! 
should be called upon to aid in the same objects. |; 
1 was therefore prepared and willing to vote fora 
reasonable measure, that would make the General 
Government, while bearing a proportion of this 
burden, receive a corresponding advantage; but Í | 
was fearful of going too far, and I therefore voted 
for the amendment yesterday. `, | 
Now, whatis this bill? {tis for the construc- 
tion of a railroad commencing at the junction of 
the Illinois and Michigan canal, and terminating |; 
near the junction of the Ohio with the Mississippi jj 
river. ‘T'hen there are to be two lateral ®ranches 
striking off from the northern end—one to the 
flourishing town of Galena, in the northwest part 
of the State, and the other to Chicago, in the north- 
east section. Here, then, are three long roads, || 
and the alternate sections, in a strip of twelve miles | 
wide, along the entire route of these three roads, 
are granted for their construction. Why, sir, it 
amounts, I think, to above one million five hun- 
dred thousand acres of land. Now, the last grant 
to Indiana, which has been referred to as a justifi- 
cation of the present, was a large grant, to be sure, |i 
but numerically, 1t was but a trifle more than half i 
of the amount. And, besides, the land was not 
nearly as valuable as the lands in Ilinois. IHi- 
nois, in point of soil, is one of the very richest | 
States in the Union. The object of the amend- [' 
ment was to exclude the State trom going beyond | 
the strip of twelve miles wide, into other parts of |; 
the State for the residue of the lands. I feared the | 
bill granted the power to cull out the best lands |: 
throughout the State. I am glad to find, however, |! 
that my apprehensions on that score were not well 
founded. I find that the selection, when you go 


out of the strip, is restricted to ‘lands contig- | 
uous,” but contiguous in what direction ? 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 
ield me the floor for a moment ? 
Mr. WHITCOMB. With pleasure. | 
Mr. DAVIS. The language is ‘ most contig- j| 
uous.” If, therefore, nothing touches or comes in | 
contact, they must go beyond. i 
Mr. WHITCOMB. ‘Now, | feelastrong desire |! 


Will the Senator 


i} 


! 
! 
| 
i 
| 


: planation, 


to vote for this bill, but I do not wish to go further 
than we have heretofore gone. There was this 
additional reason for making the grant in the case 
of Indiana: The General Government had made 
agrant for the continuation of the Wabash and 
Erie canal, commencing at the mouth of the Mau- 
mee river, ih the State of Ohio, and extending to 
near Lafayette, in Indiana. After the canal was 
finished, it was abundantly ascertained that it was 
useless as a connecting link of navigation between 
the Ohio river and the Lakes, except for a short 
period during the year, in consequence of the 
unfitness for navigation of the Wabash river, 


i! with which it was connected, during the residue 


of the year. It was deemed important to con- 
tinue the canal down to the Ohio river, where that 


|| Stream is navigable, to a greater or less extent, at 


all seasons of the year. One of the original ad- 
vantages proposed to the General Government in 
making this grant was the transportation of the 
property of the United States, and especially of 
troops and munitions of war, free of charge. “The 
canal, as connecting the northern with the south- 
western frontier, would be nearly valueless for this 
object without a further grant. And it was im- 
portant to make the latter grants in order to make 
the first one available. 

Now, Mr. President, I will not say that I shall 


: not vote for the bill, even as it now is, for I find that 


my principal objection to it has been removed, but 
stil not to the extent which I had hoped. If the 
language of the bill can be construed to allow an 
unrestricted selection of lands throughout the State, 
then I doubt if so magnificent a donation for such _ 
an object has been made since the Government was 
formed. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. Will my friend from 
Indiana allow me to ask him a single question? 

Mr. WHITCOMB. Certainly. 

Mr. DODGE. I wish, then, to ask him if, upon 
this line of canal through his State, to which he 


| has referred, the remaining alternate sections of 


the Government of the United States wege not 
sold at $1 25? In other words, if any such rigor- 
ous provision was imposed upon Indiana in that 
magnificent grant which is now imposed on Hli- 
nois in this? 

Mr. WHITCOMB. Yes, Mr. President; such 
is my impression. There is another feature in 
this bill which distinguishes it from the grants to 
Indiana, concerning which I should like some ex- 
I understand that the bill, as it now 
stands, grants every alternate section of unsold 
land within the strip of twelve miles wide to the 
State for the construction of the road; and that, 


í to make up the difference occasioned by so- much 


of such lands as have been heretofore sold, the 
State may select from the sections reserved to the 


+ United States within that strip, before she is com- 


pelled to take contiguous lands beyond those lim- 
its, 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The bill provides, as I un- 
derstand it, that the alternate sections unsold in 
the six miles are granted for the purposes of this 


| railroad; that, for the residue of the lands, where 


sold, you are to take the next vacant land contig- 
uous in alternate sections; so that in no instance 
can you go beyond the distance from the line of 
the road which you would be compelled to go to 
get the full quantity. If there is the full quantity 
within the twelve miles, you are compelled to take 
it. You are to take it in alternate sections. You 
cannot slip. You have no right to choose. You 
must not leave the bad and take the good, but you 
are bound to take the new tract, and so leaving 
one and taking one alternately. Hence the bill 
fixes the precise tracts you shall take, and no dis- 
cretion is left in the matter. I hope, after this ex- 


| planation, that it will be seen that the apprehen- 


sion that we are to be allowed to go all over the 
State and select the best lands is not a well-founded 
one. 

I will say to my friend from Indiana, that in 
regard to the grant to the State of Indiana, he is 
greatly in error. Indiana received three grants 
for this canal instead of one. First, in 1835, she 


|; received a grant of three hundred and forty-nine 


thousand acres, in alternate sections. Indiana 
was not satisfied with that ‘grat, and asked for 
another; and she received thirty-nine thousand 
four hundred acres more in 1841. Still, she was 
not satisfied with that; and again, in 1845, she 
received about eight hundred thousand acres 
more. That was the last grant, which was re- 
p - 
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stricted tó the Vincennes land district; not. in 
alternate sections, but with liberty to go and se- 
Tect the good lands, leaving the bad ones. She 

‘was at liberty to select the best lands everywhere, 

without limit, without restriction, and not.to take 
the bad tracts as well as-the good ones; there was 

no such restriction as that in indiana. The Indi- 
ana members then called upon Illinois to stand by 
‘them, and. we did so; and now, when we do not 
ask half the privileges which Indiana asked, we 
find Indiana here fighting us to the death, and 
under.the cover of friendship. giving us the dead- 
liest stabs, simply because we ask one-tenth what 
Indiana asked, and what the members from Illi- 
nois voted to give to Indiana. RRE 
Mr. WHITCOMB. Not one tenth? =. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. There was no restriction. 

You had a right ‘to go where you chose, so as to 
take the good with the bad. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. Still, sir, we could not go 
throughout the State; we were restricted to a 
single district; and, if the Senator from Mlinois 
will go into that district, and look among the hills 
near the Ohio for lands that have lain for forty 
years, begging in vain for purchasers, I think he 
will find little that he would like to be the pro- 
prietor of, on the sole condition of paying the 


taxes. ’ 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The same is true of some 
land with us. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. If it is the same with Illi- 
‘nois, | have yet to travel over the worst parts of 
that State. Now, Mr. President, 1 make no pro- 
'fessions that I do not. feel; but I am not to be de- 
terred from the line of duty by the ascription of 
any motives whatever, 1 shall be governed strict- 
ly by what I conceive is demanded by the public 
interest. If my declarations of the truth are to be 
regarded as deadly stabs, I shall endeavor that 
they shall be deadly stabs at error, and they shall 
be. prompted by the convictions of an honest 
heart. Before this discussion is through, I think 
the Senator from Illinois will see that, by taking 
in a larger scope in his bill than has ever yet been 
sanctioned by this Government, he has laid him- 
self open to the charge of verging toward a prin- 
ciple which I hope he will repudiate—that of the 
distribution of the public lands among the States. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I wish to inquire. what the 
honorable Senator means by a wider scope. Did 
not you select land for twenty miles on either side 
of the canal you made ? 


Several Senators. Not in order. 

Mc. DOUGLAS. Then l ask the Chair, if In- 
diana was not allowed to go thirty, forty, or fifty 
miles, while we do not go but ten? f 

Mr. WHITCOMB. The Senator seems to un- 
derstand the phrase “ larger scope” ina very literal 
sense—in the sense of geographical distance. I 
imagine that the object of pursuit is not much en- 
hanced in value to us by the reflection that a 
greater distance has been traveled: and more time 
lost in a search for it, especially if it should turn 
out comparatively valueless when found. What 
I meant by the phrase is, that better and more 
lands, and at less trouble in traveling for them, || 
can be obtained under this grant than under the |i 
grant to Indiana, in proportion to the length of the |i 

- two works. 

Now, sir, I wish to turn the attention of Senators 
to the second. section of the amendment #eported 
by the committee. I may have misconceived it; 
but my object is to get at the truth. Ido not rise | 
for the purpose of caviling, or of engaging in con- 
troversy for.the purpose of victory. I am very 
ill qualified for a contest of that kind, and Lam not 
sorry that itis so. I rise, I trust, for a nobler ob- 
ject—the preservation of the public welfare by a 
timely adherence to principle. 1 know the danger 
of precedents, and how greedily they are tortured 
into a line of policy which Í think would be fraught 
with bankruptcy and ruin to the country. We 
were told by an honorable Senator that all had, for 


nearly twenty years, abandoned the old-fashioned |) 


system of internal improvement by the General 
Government—I hope. it may continue so. Ido 
whatever, however insidious or plausible. fat- 
uttered will give rise to the supposition that I have | 
done so, | disclaim it entirely. 

. Mr. MANGUM. I will ask Senators to yield | 
the foor to me for.a moment for the purpose of | 


and I am not certain but South Carolina and the 
old North State have some interest at stake here, 
and I wish to ascertain that fact. The honorable 
Seyator f.om Georgia has putina claim, and I 
want to understand. the whole ground. I stood 
prepared-to vote for this bill on a-proper princi- 
ple, but I think, when these two gallant States of 
Indiana and Illinois get to war, North Carolina 
should look a little to her rights. 


„Mr. DOUGLAS, (in his seat.) North Caro- | 


lina is in no danger. 


Mr. MANGUM. With permission, I ask to | 


make a motion to adjourn. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. 
remark, and I hope the Senator will withdraw his 
motion. 

Me. MANGUM. I will withdraw it. ; 

Mr. WHITCOMB. I wish simply to say that, 
when I expressed my apprehensions about this 
bill that they were well entertained, and I shall 
be glad to have the matter explained so as to re- 
Heve me of them. 
the reason for my.vote yesterday. I wish this bill 


to assume a form so that I can vote for it if pos- | 


sible. 
‘And then, on motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepenspay, May 1, 1850. 


The Jourrial of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, rose and asked 


to be excused from service upon tie select com-. 
printing of the House, raised | 


mittee upon the 
upon motion of the honorable gentleman from 
Illinois, [Mr. Wentworru.] He stated that he 
was already a member of the Standing Committee 
on Printing, the duties of which, were quite la- 
borious. He was also a member of: the Commit- 
tee on Elections. The testimony in reference to 
the contested election cases was just coming in, 
and of course. the members of that committee 
would be very much occupied for some time to 
come. He had been a member of the Printing 
Committee for two sessions, and, he thought, had 
done about his share on the subject of printing. 
From the previous occupation of his time he 
would be utterly unable to attend to the duties of 
this select committee. The ninth rule of the 
House provided that 

«c Any member may excuse himself from serving on any 


committee at the time of his appointment, if he is then a 
member of two other committees”? 


He asked, under this rule and the circumstances 


| he had stated, to be excused from service on the 
| select committee. 


The question was taken and decided in the af- 
firmative. 

So Mr. Tuompson was excused, and Mr. Mar- 
SHALL, of Kentucky, appointed in his stead. 

# DEPOSITS IN THE MINT. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, asked the unan- 
imoue consent to take up from the Speaker’s table 
the House bill which had been returned from the 


! Senate, with an amendment entitled “ An act sup- 


plementary to the act entitled * An act to establish 
a Mint, and to regulate the coin of the United 
States,’ ” and that it be put upon its passage. 

Mr. McL., in explaining the necessity for im- 
mediate action upon the bill, was understood to say, 
that the bill allowed the Secretary of the Treas- 


| ury to transfer from the other depositories, to the 


United States Mint, an amount of public money 
greater than was permitted by existing Jaw to be 
kept on deposit there, with the view to make pur- 
chases of the bullion arriving from California. He 


l Í unanimous consent. 
tribute no wrong motives, and, if any word I have |! 


making a motion. This is an important matter, 


said that, for the want of such means, the bullion 
was all being carried to Europe as an article of 
merchandise, instead of coming into the United 
States Mint, to be coined, and to give aid to our 
commerce. He trusted there would be no objec- 
uon to immediate action on this bill. 

Mr. TOOMBS objected. 

Mr. McLANE asked the unanimous consent of 


; the House, then, to proceed to the business on is 
; the Speaker’s table. i 
not wish to see it revived again under any form Ji 


The SPEAKER. 


Mr. TOOMBS. I object. 


Mr. PRESTON KING moved that the House | 


resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, for the further considera- 
tion of the census bill, which (he said) ought to 


be disposed of. 


I wish to make a single |; 


I was endeavoring to explain į 


| 
i 
i 
i 
i 
f 


It can only be done by | 


ii 
| 
H 
i 
H 
| 

| 
ji 


li- Mr. COBB, of Alabama, rose to what (he said) 
' might perhaps be considered a question of privi- 
lege. He was not sure it wasa question of such 
‘| nature, but he would send an article in a news- 
+, paper to the Clerk’s table to be read, and it would 
i then. be for the House to decide. 

Mr. BAYLY (in reference to the motion of Mr. 
Kine) said he hoped the House would allow the 

ommittees to report, before they went into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER stated, that the question being 
i onthe motion of Mr. Kine, the gentleman from 
| Alabama had risen to a privileged question. 
| Mr. COBB said he could not state that it was a 
i privileged question, but he wished the article to 
| be read. 

The Clerk proceeded to read from the news- 
| paper sent up by Mr. Coss, an extract from the 

recent speech of Mr. Webster, at Boston. He had 
progressed but a line or two when 

Mr. CLINGMAN interposed, and objected to 
the reading of the paper. . 

The SPEAKER stated that the gentleman from 
Alabama having risen to a privileged question, and , 
asked for the reading of an extract, and objection 
| having been made to the reading, the question 
would be propounded to the House whether the 
article should begread. f 

Mr. COBB withdrew his request, and 

The matter was dropped. 

j The question recurring on the motion of Mr. 
Kine, 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, desired to ask 
if reports of committees would not be in order if 
the House refused to go into Committee of the 
Wholé on the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER replied, that the committees 
|} would be called for reports, if the House did not 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
| state of the Union. 


CENSUS BILL. 


The question having been taken upon the mo- 
tion of Mr. Kine and agreed to, 

The House resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Tuome- 
son, of Mississippi in the chair,) and resumed 
the consideration of the bill providing for the taking 
of the seventh census. 

The CHAIRMAN announced the pending ques- 
tion, and that the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. 
|, STEPHENS] was entitled to the floor. 

' Mr. STEPHENS rose, and was about to pro- 
' ceed in his remarks. 
i! Mr. FULLER rose toa question of order under 
‘the thirty-seventh rule, contesting the right of the 
| gentleman from Georgia to the floor, as the gen- 
|: tleman, he believed, had spoken once upon this 
| subject. 
| This rule is as follows: 
_ “No member shall speak more than once to the same 
i question without leave of the House, unless he be the 
: Mover, proposer, or introducer of the matter pending; in 

which case, he shall be permitted to speak in reply, but not 

| until every member choosing to speak shall have spoken.” 
i The CHAIRMAN stated that when the gentle- 
| man from Georgia addressed the committee on a 


j 
i] 
H 
t 
H 
1 


| former day, the amendment pending was that 
ii : Fie 
į, reported from the Committee on the Judiciary. 


: The gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Vintox,] who 


i had spoken yesterday, was in the same category: 
i| he had previously spoken on the same amendment 


i of thecommittee. Yesterday when the genteman 
i, from Ohio rose, he moved an amendment to strike 
_outall the first section after the sixth line, (in- 
| cluding the amendment of the Committee on the 
_ Judiciary,) which embracing more than the other 
|| amendment, was in order, and therefore the gen- 
i tleman [Mr. Vinton] was entitled to the floor. 
| The gentleman from Georgia was now in order 
i for the same reason, the question having been 
| changed since he had first spoken. 
: Mr. FULLER said he understood the gentle- 
n man from Ohio merely to have given notice of an 
amendment which he would move. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the gentleman 
; from Ohio had moved the amendment to which he 
| (the Chair) had just referred, and he had also 
given notice of an amendment which he intended 
to offer. 

Mr, FULLER. Then 1 submit whether any 
person who has once spoken, other than the 
mover of the amendment, has the right to speak 


again while other gentlemen wish to address the 
committee ? 
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Mr. PRESTON KING. -What is the question 
pending before the committee? 

The CHAIRMAN replied, that the pending 
question was a distinct, different question from 
that which was before the committee. when the 
gentleman from. Georgia had before spoken, and 
that it was upon the amendment of the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. Vinton. ] 

Mr. KING submitted that, although the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Ohio might be in 
order, the amendment of the Judiciary Committee 
was still pending, and the question upon that was 
first in order; hence, he contended that the ques- 
tion had not.so.been changed as to allow the gen- 
tleman from Georgia to speak again. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the question was 
first on the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio, 
and therefore the gentleman from Georgia was en- 
titled to the floor. 

Mr. KING acquiesced, and asked that the ques- 
tion be stated. : 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. Did I understand 
the Chair to say that the amendment of the gèn- 
tleman from Ohio [Mr. Vinton] was in order yes- 
terday ? 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the gentleman 
was mistaken. The. gentleman from Ohio had 
offered an amendment which was in order, and 
which he must have. offered. before he could speak; 
and he had given notice of another amendment 
which he would offer when in order. ` The gentle- 
man from Georgia [Mr. Srernens] was in order. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, claiming the 
floor under the decision of the Chair, said that he 
should not trespass long upon the time of the com- 
mittee. He intended to be brief in the remarks 
he had to submit, and he should endeavor to con- 
clude before the expiration of the time for the de- 
bate to close, so that other gentlemen who desired, 
might be heard. His object waa mainly to re- 
deem a pledge he had given some days ago, to 
show, from the ablest.and best authority upon the 
subject, that no power could be rightfully exer- 
cised by the General Government, except for the 
objects for which it was granted. When he had 
addressed the House before, and had taken the 
position that a great portion of the statistical in- 


formation sought to be obtained by this bill, could į 


not properly be obtained by Congress under the 


Constitution—the subjects not being within our | 


legitimate jurisdiction—he had reference particu- 
larly to that clause of the Constitution which au- 
thorized a decennial census or enumeration of ‘the 
inhabitants for the purpose of the apportionment 
of representation. That was the clause under 
whigh the bill had been reported—that was the 
power under which Congress was acting; and he 
thought it perfectly clear, that as that clause of 
the Constitution authorized nothing but an enu- 
meration of the people, the action of Congress 
should be confined to that subject alone. In the 
progress of the argument, this conclusion seems to 
have been admitted; and the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. Vinron] distinctly stated, that he did not 
claim the power under that clause of the Consti- 
tution, but contended that even if there was no 
such clause at all in that instrument providing for 


the taking of census, that yet the power existed in | 


other clauses of the Constitution. He said it ex- 
isted in other of the clauses which authorized 
Congress to lay taxes, to regulate the commerce of 
the country, to borrow money and to coin money, 
and to regulate the value of it, and perhaps some 
others. 

Mr. S. said he should not be particular in sta- 
ting the various grounds upon which the gentleman 
from Ohio claimed the authority; for he had the 
same answer to make to all of*them that he had to 
one. He should therefore speak of but one—it 


was the power to levy taxes. This was the power | 


which most of the advocates of the bill had re- 
lied upon; and their argument—for he had list- 
ened to it closely—amounted to this: that as Con- 
gress has power, under the Constitution, in express 
terms, to levy direct taxes, they must have the 
power to get full and accurate information touch- 
ing the property, both real and personal, of the 


people of the United States, as well as their in- i 


dustrial pursuits and productions. Now, Mr. 
S. was free to admit, that the power to levy a direct 
tax carried with it all the necessary incidents for 
the full, judicious, and proper exercise of that 
power. For the purpose of levying a direct or 
internal tax, a valuation of the property of the 


“man from Pennsylvaria professed to belong to the 
| strict construction school-—— i 


country, in some way, might be necessary and 
proper, Butis the object to levy a tax? Is that 
the purpose for which this incident to the tax 
power is to be called into exercise? That was the 
question which he presented; and the position 
which he assumed the other day, and which he 
now intended to maintain, was, that a power 
granted for one purpose could not be rightfully 
used for another purpose. Nobody pretends 
that there is any object or purpose to use the sta- 
tistical information provided for in this bill in 
levying a tax: then the power under which the 
right is claimed to procure it, is not to be exer- 
cised for the object or purpose for which the 
power was granted. It would be but an abuse 
of the power; it would be a fraud upon the | 
Constitution; for he held it to be a sound rule, 
in interpreting the Constitution, and in ascer- | 
taining the extent of the powers conferred by 
it, to keep constantly in view the objects for4 
which the power was granted. He knew that all 

constitutional questions, like abstract truths, were 

involved in more or less subtlety. But there 

were no subjects that ought to be more clearly un- 

derstood. ‘These subjects have called forth the 

abilities of the ablest and profoundest intellects 

that this cquntry had ever produced, at different 

times in our history. There had been two schools 

of politicians, as they had been termed, upon the 

subject—the school of the strict constructionists, 

which held that Congress could not exercise any 

power that had not been specially and specifically 

granted; the other school had been denominated 

the latitudinarians, who held that Congress could 

do almost anything. Now he (Mr. 8.) did not 

profess to belong to either of these schools. He 

occupied what he considered the middle ground. 

He held that Congress could exercise any power | 
that was expressly granted, and all other powers 
that were proper and necessary to those that were 
thus granted, keeping in view the objects and pur- 
poses for which they had been conferred. This 
was the ground upon which he now stood; and it 
was the ground maintained by Chief Justice Mar- 
shall, who had never been chssed with the strict 
constructionists, but an abler and purer man than 
whom never lived in this or any other country. 

After dilating upon this branch of the subject, 
Mr. S. read an extract from the decision of the 
Supreme Court, delivered by Judge Marshall, in 
the case of Ogden vs. Saunders, 12 Wheaton, 332, 
as follows: 

té Much has been said concerning the principles of con- 
struction which ought to be applied to the Constitution of 
the United States. 

* On this subject, also, the Court has taken such frequent 
occasion to declare its opinion as to make it unnecessary at 
least to efiter again into an elaborate discussion of it. To | 
say that the intention of the instrument must prevails that 
this intention must be collected from its words; that its 
words are to be understood in that sense in which they are 
generally used by those for whom the instrument was in- 
tended; that its provisions are neither to be restricted into 
insignificance, nor extended to objects not comprehended in 
them nor contemplated by its framers, is to repeat what has 
been already said more at large, and is all thatcan be neces- || 
sary.’ 

Again, in the case of Gibbons vs. Ogden, the | 
same court say, Judge Marshall delivering the | 
opinion of the court— f 


“We know of no rule for construing the extent of such 
powers other than is given by the language of the instrument 
which confers thenf taken in connection with the purposes : 
for which they were conferred.»—9 Wheaton, 189. 

This, said Mr. S., was the rule for which he ; 
contended. The purposes and objects for which jj 
you claim the exercise of a power, must be such i] 


as were ‘* contemplated by the framers” of the Con- || 


he (Mr. S.) listened with great interest and pleas 
ure, had contended, if he understood him correctly, | 
that wherever an end was attainable by any con- 
stitutional means, or by the exercise of any powe 
constitutional in itself, the same end might be at- 
tained without regard to the constitutional power. 
Now, against this doctrine Mr. S. wished to ex- | 
press his most solemn protest, though the gentle- | 


Mr. STRONG (Mr. Sreruens yielding for ex- 
planation) said, as he should not probably have 
the opportunity to submit any considerations to | 
the committee after the gentleman should have con- 
cluded, he wished tosay a word, that he might be || 


| the measure is all that commends it. 


| is not specifically granted. 


understood. The gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
Miitsoy,] in reply to his (Mr. S°s.) argument yes- 
terday, had misapprehended hisargument. Hehad- 
not contended that where means were given for 
the attainment of a particular end, those means 
might be used for any other purposes than those for 
which the means were given. Perhaps in the use 
of the term incidental power he might not have 
been as explicit as he should have been. But his 
position was, that where an entire power was 
given, and that power was complex, a part might 
be exercised though the whole was not. In other 
words, that if the power to lay and collect taxes 
embraced within it, as an integral part, the power 
to make an assessment, Congress might exercise a 
part and not the whole of the power. 

Mr. STEPHENS (resuming) said he understood 
the gentleman before just as he did now, except, 
perhaps, he is now a little more complex. His 
idea, as a general proposition, is very clearand dis- 
tinct, as well as correct, but it looses all its force 
when it is made to apply to this bill. I grant (said 
Mr. S.) that the power to lay direct taxes isa 
complex power, if you please—that is, there may be 
many incidental powers necessary to carry it into 
effect. One of these may be a valuation of prop- 
erty for the assessment. And I grant, if the 
valuation of the property be made with a view for 
the assessment, it may be made for that purpose. 
But because you have the power to lay a direct 
tax, and may, in order to do that correctly, 
exercise the incidental power to have a valuation 
made, I deny that you therefore have the power 
to make such a valuation for another and distinct 
purpose not granted in the Constitution, and which 
may be nothing but a desire to pander to the curi- 
osity or caprice of the public. This is making a 
distinct power of the incident, which opens wide 
the door for the grossest and most flagrant abuses 
of power. By this bill the gentleman does not 
pretend that any information is to be obtained 
upon which a tax billis to be framed, No part of 
the tax power, therefore, is called into exercise, 
for no part of the proceeding looks to taxation in 
the remotest degree. The power in the Constitu- 
tion is only invoked as a shield, or shelter, or cover 


| for a transaction that has no warrant in the funda- 


mental law under which we live. The policy of 

That the in- 
formation is desirable, and may be useful, in the 
opinion of some, is the only grounds upon which 
its merits rest. And now, sir, I beg to call the atten- 
tion of the committee again to the language of Judge 


Story, which I| read the other day: 


tc On the other hand, a rule of equal importance is, not to 
enlarge the cqnstruction of a given power beyond the fair 
scope of its tems merely because the construction is incon- 
venient, impolitic, or even mischievous. If it be mischiev- 
ous, the power of redressing the evil lies with the people, 
by an exercise of the power of amendment. If they do not 


| choose to apply the remedy, it may fairly be presumed that 


the mischiefis less than what would arise froma further 
extension of the powers; or, that itis the least of the twa 
evils. 

“ Nor should it ever be lost sfght of, that the Government 
of the United States is one of limited and enumerated pow- 
ers; und that a departure from the true import and sense of 
its powers, is, protanto, the establishmentofa new constitu- 
tion. it is doing tor the people what they have not chosen 
todo for themselves. Jt is usurping the functions of the 
legislator, and deserting these of an expounder of the law. 
Argumemgg drawn from impolicy or inconvenience, ought 
to be of NO weight. The only sound principle is, to declare 


:| tta lex scripta est, to follow and to obey. Nor if a princi- 


ple so just and conclusive could be overlooked, could there 
well be found a more unsafe guide in practice than mere 
policy and convenience.” 


Judge Story says that there could not be a more 
unsafe guide in practice than mere policy and con« 
VENTENCE. 

Mr. S. said, in this connection he must refer 


|i to the remarks of another gentleman from Penn- 


sylvania, (Mr. Howsz,] who addressed the com- 


i mittee yesterday, and said that he (Mr. 8.) 


had referred to Judge Story as authority for a 
strict construction of the Constitution. Now, 
Mr. S. wished to say that he had quoted Judge 


| Story for no such purpose, and he had distinctly 


stated at the time, that he did not profess himself 
to hold to the doctrines of those who maintain 
that Congress cannot exercise any power which 
He admitted that Con- 
gress could exercise all incidental powers which 
were necessary to execute those which were ex- 
pressly granted. But he quoted Judge Story, as 
an able expounder of constitutional law, to show 
that, in the exercise of all powers, Congress should 
look to the objects and purposes for which the 
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power was conferred. This, said Mr, S., is the 
language I quoted. from. Judge Story’s work on 
the Constitution, volume 1, page 404: 

+: From the foregoing considerations, we deduce the con- 
clusion; ‘that, as a frame or fundamental law of govern- 
ment, the Constitution of the United States is to receive a 
reasonable interpretation of its language and its powers, 
Keeping in view the ‘objects and purposes for which those 
powers were conferred.” - 

This was the rule laid down by that eminent 
jurist for interpreting the Constitution, and it is 

y this standard I condemn the bill upon your 
table, because its ‘‘ objects and purposes?’ are not 
sich as were contemplated by the grant of power 
under which and through which they are sought 
to be attained. 

Mr. S. said he had‘ promised to be brief, 
and he must. hasten on.. And he would now 
say, that all he had said in answer to those who 
desired to shelter themsélves behind the tax power 
in supporting this bill applied with equal force to 
all the other powers that had been mentioned. It 
was no greater perversion of language to say that 
the power existed under the tax clause of the Con- 
stitution, than it was to say that it existed under 
the war power, or the ‘currency power,” as the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vinton] had said, or 
any other power. It existed under none of them, 
because its objects and purposes were not pretend- 
ed to be in the rightful and Jegitimate execution of 
any of them. In answer to his (Mr. S.’s) objec- 
tions to Schedule XI. The other day, the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Tuomrson,] who 
reported the bill, said that the information sought 
in that schedule was necessary to facilitate the 
sale of the public lands. .This is the schedule that 
embraces the statistics of mortality. It requires 
the head of each family to return the death of any 
one who may have died in his or her family within 
the last year, with the age, sex, color, place of 
birth, the profession or trade, as well as the dis- 
ease with which the person died. 

Now, sir, (said Mr. S.) that argument impressed 
me with nothing but the ingenuity with which 
power or the spirit of encroachment seems ever to 


be instinctive in seeking out pretexts for its justi- į 


fication, Who can imagine that any man look- 
ing for a home in the far West, will ‘ever look at 
these tables when compiled? Who will ever con- 
sult these statistics to see what fevers prevail, or 
what miasms poison the air in any particular lo- 
calities. The idea is forced, far fetched, and only 
resorted to in the last extremity to save a hopeless 
cause. Every man here knows, that it is not 
with any such object that this information is 
sought. Ifso, itshould be confined to those sections 
only, where there are public Jands in market. 
Why do you ask the same question fom Maine 


to Georgia, where there are no public lands? But, | 


said Mr. S., there were matters he wished to touch 
upon, and he must pass on. 

He intended now to show the utter futility of 
defending this bill as a tax measure. He had 
granted that if the object was to levy a direct tax, 


a valuation of property might be made; but not || 


such a valuation as that which this bill proposes, 
We had had three direct tax laws, perhaps 
more. In each case a valuation of property, he 
believed, had been made. But how? The States 
had been divided into districts, and commigsioncrs 
had been appointed to see that a correct Valuation 
of property, lands, dwellings, and stores, and other 
property, was made, The returns had to be made 
under oath, asa 
be. After a valuation was thus obtained, an as- 
sessment was made; and if we ever have to resort 
to direct taxation again, the same process must be 
gone through with. What avail would these sta- 
tistics be in such a case? None whatever. The 
parties are not sworn to the value of their prop- 
erty. And if you had to pass a direct tax bill the 
day after these census returns should be completed, 
. you would have to send out a new set of officers 


to take the valuation of the property of the people |! 


of the respective States, for an assessment. A 
new set of officers would have to be dispatched in 
the tracks, and right upon the heels of these assist- 


ant marshals; the whole work would have to be | 


done over again, before you could make any use 


of that sort of information, which you say is so}; 


necessary to enable you to carry out the tax-laying 
power. Mr. S. said he referred to this to show 
the groundlessness of the pretext under which it 
was attempted to defend this bill by an appeal to 
that clause of the Constitution. 


li returns of taxable property should | 


But he wished to call the attention of the com- 
mittee now specially to that schedule to which he 
had barely referred the other day.. He had then 
said that it contained a number of questions— 
fourteen in all—which he utterly denied any power 
in this Government, under any. clause of the Con- 
stitution whatever, gto propound and exact an- 
swers to. That whole schedule was in derogation 
of some of the most sacred rights of the people 
of the respective States of this Union, which they 
had never surrendered to any power on earth, and 
never would as long as they deserved the name of 
freemen. .It made inquiries into subjects over 
which this Government had no moge jurisdiction 
than the Government of Great Britain, or France, 
or any other foreign Government. 
schedule before him. Here it is: 

Scuepure IV.—Products of industry in —— inthe county of 
—— State of — during the year ‘ending Junel, 1850, as 
h enumerated by me. 


„ Assistant Marshal. 

1, Name of corporation, company, or individual, pro- 
ducing articles to the annual value of $500. 

2. Name of business, manufacture, or product. 

3. Capital invested in real and personal estate in the busi- 
ness. 

4, 5, and 6, Raw material used, including fuel—Quan- 
tities; kinds; values: 

7. Kind of motive power, machinery, structure, or re- 
source. 

8 and 9. Average number of hands employed.—Male; 
female. 

10 and 11. Wages.—Average monthly cost of male la- 
bor; average montbiy cost of female labor. 

12, 13, and 14. Annual product.—Quantities; kinds; 
values, 


Now, by this every single individual, or com- 


$500, are required to state the amount of their 
capital invested, the raw material, and the number 
of hands employed, the amount of wages paid, 
; and the annual products, with their values. It 
will require any mechanic, cabinet-maker, shoe- 
maker, watchmaker, let him be engaged in what 
business he may, to disclose all his business 


value $500. 
which | protest you have no right to get. 
held sacred. The Constitution expressly secures 
every citizen against unreasonable ‘ search,” un- 
less upon probable cause, supported by oath or 


i this information, he can do it; but if he refuses, I 
[| maintain that he would be justified in resisting to 
|, theutmost extent. What he pays for his property, 
J! 


i know. Why, sir, courts of chancery which have 


: jurisdiction over matters of conscience, will not, ` 


i| even between litigants, 
l m 


ti 
|i 


require a discovery which 


i 
i} sume to call upon such a large class of people, and 
| require them to make disclosures that may be 
ii highly injurious to their private interests? Itis 
|| true we are “ clothed with a little brief authority,” 
|i to do some things; but this isa right which the peo- 
| ple have never given us jurisdiction over. And I 
|| protest that you have no more power to se 
i| your marshals or assistant marshals to pry into 
| men’s private business affairs, than you have to 
send your duorkeeper to-day down into the city, 
| to inquire into the business of any of the trades- 


i 
i 
i 
i 
i 


|| nue; to know how much money is laid out in his 
t stock in trade, how much he has 


| of it he owes for, and how mu 


| 
i 
\ 
| 
I 
i 


\ 
| 


resisting. 
the title of a 
alning him in 


I know there is none 
of a prying prurient 


ject of this schedule. It is noth 
sive inquisitorial search 
ii and everywhere. 


i| But gentlemen say this is a small matter. 
i not consider it so. 


ing but an offen- 


|: I do 
But if I did, it would make 


He had the |; 


pany of individuals, who are engaged in the manu- | 
facture of any articles over the annual value of 


affairs, provided his annual products equal in | 
This 4 information (said Mr. 8.) | 
A} 
| man’s business affairs are private, and should be | 


affirmation. This may be called an inquiry, but itis | 
:asearch. It seeks a disclosure of that which you | 
! have no right to know. If a man voluntarily gives | 


what he pays for his labor, and what he gets for |: 
| It, are his own secrets, which you have no right to į 


ay impair the validity of titles or the muniments | 
of titles, unless a direct personal interest be alleged. | 
And how do the members. of this House pre- | 


no difference with me. In governments, as in 
morals, small matters are to be looked to as well 
as greater ones. The lowest infamy and degrada- 
tion of vice and guilt is reached only by degrees. 
Slight deviations from virture, if not noticed at first, 
will lead to a greater afterwards, And slight 
; encroachments of power, if not met and resisted 
j at the threshold, will sooner or later end in op- 
i pression and tyranny. It was a saying of Poor 
| Richard, | believe, that ‘if you take care of the 
pence the pounds would take care of themselves.” 
j And if legislators would take care of small infrac- 
tions of constitutional power, you would never 
hear of those great usurpations which generally 
end in revolutions. 

One other matter, (Mr. S. said,) and he was 
done. It had been said that this objection was a 
sectional one—that the South was opposed to it 
because the statistics would exhibit her to disad- 
vantage. He alluded to this, simply to repel the 
imputation in the most direct, emphatic, and 
positive terms. At least, he could thus speak for 
himself and his State. He shrunk from a com- 
parison of his State with no State in this Union in 
all the elements and resources of industry and ° 
prosperity which gave dignity and power to a peo- 
| ple. Georgia, it was true, was the youngest of 
the old thirteen States that formed the Union. At 
that time she was the weakest of the fraternal 
band. ‘Twelve years had not yet passed since the 
Jast remnant of the Aboriginees had been removed 
from her limits, and since she had had complete 
jurisdiction over her entire domain. Of course, 
the comparison would be with great odds against 
her, if matched with Massachusetts, New York, 
or Virginia, which were wealthy and powerful 
when the first infant colony of Georgia was 
| planted. But, nevertheless, he would not shrink 
from the comparison, let it be instituted when 
and where it might. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania had spoken of the iron and coal of that 
ancient and honored Commonwealth. Georgia, 
| too, (said Mr. S.,) let me tell that gentleman, has 
| her beds of coal and iron; her lime, gypsum, and 
| marl; her quarries of granite and marble. She 
; has inexhaustible treasures of minerals, including 
į gold, the most precious of all metals. She has a 

soil and climate suitable to the culture of almost 
i| every product known to husbandy and agriculture. 
|| A better country for wheat and corn and all the 
cereal plants, to say nothing of tobacco and cotton, 
| is not to be found in an equal space on this conti- 
i nent. There, too, grows the orange, the fig, and 
| the olive, with forests of oak and pine to build 
i; and mast the navies of the world. She has her 
i: mountains, and rivers, and waterfalls, without 
number. Nor has all these great natural advan- 
tages and resources been neglected—she is now 
i| the first cotton-growing State in the Union; she 
has sixty cotton-factories in operation; she has 
i her forges, foundrics, and furnaces, in full blast; 
she has six hundred and fifty miles of railroad in 
operation, at a cost of $15,000,000, one hundred 
| and thirty-six of which were made by the State. 
= Her public debt is a little over $1,800,000. Two 
i hundred miles more of railroad ia in process of 
ii construction. She has four chartered universities, 


} 


j 


`, nay, five, for she has one exclusively devoted to 


i 


nd out ie 


.. the education of women. 


She was the first State 
; to establish a female college, which is now in a 
most flourishing condition, and one of the brightest 


| ornaments of her character; she has four hundred 
| young men pursuing a collegiate course—a greater 


i 


n order of this || her superior. 
By © 


us the powers ` 


isclosing the private || 
Such I consider the ob- | 


s Which I ahall resist here || 


i 
i 


| number, he believed, than any other State in the 


; ny ‘| Union, in proportion to her whole population. Her 
men who are making an honest living on the ave- i 


statistics, morally, socially, or politically, would 
i| compare with any other State in proportion to her 
| population. He shsunk from no comparison with 
| any upon these topics. And as for prosperity, he 
|| believed that there was no spot on earth that was 
The gentlemen from the North 
` spoke of population as the only index of prosperity. 
: Theyare always pointing to their numbers. Now, 
| the only correct principle on which to estimate the 
; relative prosperity of the country was, the ratio 
; between labor and ita rewards. Upon this princi- 
| ple, he maintained Georgia was as prosperous as 
any State in the Union, because in no State could a 
greater amount of human comfort be procured by 
the same amount of human labor. 


e would tell them also what they would not see. 
You will find nobody in that State begging bread, 


i 
! 
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orasking alms. You will find but few paupers. 


You will find no forty thousand demanding the || 


right to labor,as he saw was stated to be the case 
not long since in the city of New York. But all 
her people asked was, to be let alone. If the peo- | 
ple of Ohio, New York, or Massachusetts, were 
better pleased with their social condition, the peo- 
ple of Georgia did not care. They were content 
to remain as they were, and to go on in the prog- 


ress they had commenced, prosperous and to |! 


prosper. 
Mr. SWEETSER interrupted, and asked if the | 
factories in Georgia had not been erected by north- | 


ern capitalists. i 


Mr. STEPHENS said, no. They were built ! 


by Georgia capital, and all her improvements had |} 


been built and paid for out of Georgia capital. Her n 


public bonds and securities were owned and held 
mostly by herown people. They were not hawked 
about in northern markets at a depreciation, but in 
nearly every instance, he believed, were command- 
ing a premium at home. 

The hour of one having arrived, the debate, 
according to previous order, terminated. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, availing | 
himself of the privilege allowed to the gentleman | 
reporting a bill, addressed the committee. He said, 
it has not been my intention to detain this commit- 
tee with any extended remarks—the spcech which 
has just been made by the gentleman from Geor- 
gia, [Mr. Sreruens,] renders it necessary that I | 


should occupy their attention for a short time. f 


But the gentleman will pardon me when I say, that 
I cannot perceive any great force in the arguments 


which he advances; and 1 shall not, therefore, no- i 


tice them toa very great extent. 1 do not under- 
stand them, sir. They possess the merit of too 
much refinement, for a merely common-sense mind 
to comprehend them. So far as regards the eulogy | 
which has been pronounced by the gentleman upon | 
the State of Georgia, I congratulate him, and I con- | 
gratulate the State upon her prosperous condition; | 
and I hope she may ever remain so. f 


This census would be of little use, Mr. Chair- || 
man, if every gentleman on this floor had an | 


opportunity to declare the statistics of the dif- || 
ferent States, and have them collected and pub- 
lished, through the medium of speeches or other- 
wise, as the gentleman from Georgia has done. 


has been represented to be. I am glad of her 
prosperity. But, sir, we have a little speck of | 
nullification, about the size of a man’s finger, rising 
above the horizon again; and I have not forgotten 
the census panic of 1840, which convulsed the | 


glorious State of Georgia, notwithstanding all her || 


propriety. A story-teller of that day tells us 
with what horror the chicken man, as the marshal | 


was called, was regarded by the old women of |blative mind. 


that country. The honorable gentleman notifies |} 
us now, that he will be found side by side with | 
those old ladies, in resisting the aggression of the 
census taker, should he again make his appear- 
ance. l trust that it will be a bloodles war, and 
that nobody will be kilted, although some may be 
frightened. The chickens are not in this bill, 
however. i 
‘What is the constitutional question, that we hear | 
so much said about? I beg the committee will 
give me their attention upon this point for a mo- |! 
ment. What is the constitutional question that | 
has been presented here? It is said that we have 
no power to take these statistics. My first an- 
swer to that is, that it might be considered an in- 
cident to the taxing power. Gentlemen have read || 
elaborate documents, to show that direct taxes || 
only depend on the census. Agreed—nobody | 
doubts that. But indirect taxes depend solely | 
upon the will of Congress. That is the whole | 
question. Direct taxes depend upon the census, | 
by the express terms of the Constitution. Indirect /! 
taxes depend upon the will of Congress. 
suppose Congress should see fit to impose indirect 
taxes? How are they to do it without this in- | 
formation? Why, gentlemen seem to think that | 
we shall do better if we act in the dark, than if | 
we have light; that we shall do better to remain in | 
ignorance, than if we obtain information. I know `! 
it was once said by a poet, ’ 
«c Where ignorance is bliss, *tis folly to be wise ;?? | 
but that sentiment can scarcely apply in matters i 
of this kind. Let gentlemen examine, and see if 
we cannot impose indirect taxes. In 1813, we || 


Now, |: 


watches, and other articles of personal property, 
by act of Congress. Well, cannot we do it again? 
And would the gentleman from Georgia prefer 
; passing a law for that purpose, without knowing 
how giuch property of any description the peo- 
ple of this Union are possessed of? Such is his 
; argument. Why should we confine a strict con- 
struction of the Constitution to direct taxation? 
| The whole scope of taxation is before us, from 
which to derive this power. Is it necessary for 
! me to refer to the lays on our statute books to 
show that we may levy excise duties and establish 
imposts? I suppose not. If we may do that, 
why may we not derive the information necessary 
to impose direct or indirect taxes, should it ever 
become necessary to do so? But I take no ad- 
vantage of a mere technicality. 

What is the argument of gentlemen on the other 


may exercise an incidental power, but you must de 
| it only when you are just about to act upon the 
principal power. That is the argument of the 
| gentleman, and itis the argument of my highly 
respected friend from Texas, (Mr. Kaurman.] 
Will those gentlemen be so good as to inform me, 
by what right we authorize the making of harbor 
| improvements? In what part of the Constitution 
| is this right to be found? It is, I apprehend, an 
i incident to the power to regulate commerce. And 
when you makea harbor, you make it in anticipa- 
tion of commerce. You make it before any com- 
merce can begin to enter such harbor. Commerce 
may, or may not, be directed to that harbor there- 
; after. Here, then, you legislate upon the inciden- 
tal power, and commerce follows, or not, as cir- 
| cumstances may direct. Now, how do! apply 
collect this information as an incident to the power 
| to levy internal taxes upon the internal products of 
the country. And if the time should arrive— 
though Í trust it may never come—when it will be 


|| necessary to levy a tax of this kind, you will be 


prepared with the requisite information with re- 
gard to the agricultural and manufacturing estab- 
lishments, and also with regard to the productive 
interests of the country. And you will thus, too, 
| be prepared to exercise your constitutional right 


i; in arranging the tax as it may best suit the inter- 
|; ests of the country. 
l have no doubt the State of Georgia is all she 


‘Thus it will be seen that it 
; may „pecome the basis of legislation at some 
| period. 

[P The honorable gentleman from Georgia says, 
that taxes should be direct, in all cases, I am not 
in favor of direct taxes. But I shail not shelter 
myself behind even that technicality. 1 make no 
argument upon it. Sir, we possess the power to 
procure this information upon another ground. 
What is it? It is the right to enlighten the legis- 
We have powers that we can exe- 
cule—constitutional powers that we are required 
to execute, and which concern the whole country, 
and consequently affect the interests of all; and 
į the intelligent execution of which powers pertains 


| to every member of this legislative body ; and these 
lights should be provided for in every manner prac- į 


ticable, not inconsistent with the Constitution it- 
self. But I shall not dwell upon this part of the 
subject, because I have a few remarks to make in 
reply to gentlemen who have participated in this 
discussion. 

Ín the first place, E must be permitted to say, 


j that I have never in my life heard so much argu- 
| ment, so earnestly urged, upon such slender i 


grounds. There is scarcely a gentleman who has 


| argued upon the principles invoived in this bill, 


who seems to have read the bill. Why, sir, the 
géntleman from South Carolina [Mr. Woopwarp] 
the other day described, in the most deprecating 
| and exciting terms, the horrors of administering 
; an oath to an old lady, and requiring her to give 
i answers to interrogatories. Sir, that was but one 
| of the rich pictures of his own fancy. 

Mr. WOODWARD. Was it not in the Senate 
bill? 


sion that the gentleman was talking upon the bill 
now before the House. 

Mr. WOODWARD I would like to know 
which of the bills is likely to pass. 

Mr. THOMPSON. I have only to say, that 


was a section of the bill which declared, that the 
marshal, when he called upon a family to ascer- 


side? The gentleman from Georgia says, that yoo |; 


this? I do it in this way: You are entitled to | 


Mr. THOMPSON. I was under the impres- ' 


the Senate bill contains no such proposition. There i 


| should also ascertain the ages and sexes of them. 
| Nobody was to be sworn to give true replies in 
| regard to any of these statistics. Not a.word of it: 
| Some one member of the family is to be called, 
and he gives the answers for all. The gentleman 
| tells us that he dislikes this bill, because it- pro- 
| poses inquiry as to the ages of individuals. There 
i| Seems a sort of old maidishness about some gen- 
| lemen—an unwillingness to be questioned as to 
i age, I have learned a curious fact in regard to this 
i! thing of disclosing the age of individuals, in the 
English statistics. It there appears, notwithstand- 
ing the slander is all the other way, that refusals 
; to declare on the part of the men, (in taking their 
| census,) were as ten against one on the part of 
|, the females. 
i Well, the gentleman says he has read the bill, 
|; and he prefers the substitute offered by the gentle- 


man from Ohio, [Mr. Mirrer.] But the very 
| thing he objects to in this bill, he encounters in 
| that of the gentleman from Ohio. The name, age, 
| and sex are required by that bill, or amendment; 
| and yet, this is what he objects to in the bill under 
| consideration. How is this to be managed? The 
same questions, sir—the same impertinent inqui- 
i ries that the. gentleman would not answer! He 
| says we are proposing to send our marshals to ask 
a thousand impertinent questions. A thousand, 
| Sir! The gentleman is as near the truth as one 
|bundred and seventeen is to one thousand! The 
i| remark is correct in precisely thatratio. Why do 
jf we ask these questions with regard to age? ` Be- 
|; cause we want to know the physical condition of 
|| the country. And every census that has been 
| 

| 

| 


taken, from 1790 to this time, has contained the 
same inquiry. The first census bill that was 
passed after the Constitution was adopted—and 
: passed, too, by a Congress in which were such 
imen as Madison, Sherman, Livingston, and 
| Washington himself at the head of the Govern- 
į ment—contained a provision for ascertaining the 
| ages of the people of the country. Those between 
| certain ages were classified—as between five and 
| ten, ten and fifteen, and so, upwards. 

But there is one thing more which I must put 
gentlemen in mind of while it is on my mind. 
| That settling of accounts is always unpleasant, 
|, but it is sometimes quite necessary. Do you 
| recollect, sir, when the bill for taking the census 
:in 1849 was passed? I have no doubt your 
i hawk’s eye was upon it, and that you heard the 
; Speeches that were made upon that occasion, 
: Now I claim the attention of the gentlemen from 
| Georgia and South Carolina, and the gentleman 
from Ohio, while I propound a question in regard 


; to 

Mr. WOODWARD. I have not the privilege 
| of answering"the gentleman. 
|| Mr. THOMPSON. I will say, so that it may 
| appear in the report of my speech, that I have the 
{| privilege of making the last speech, and that the 
gentleman from South Carolina will not have the 
|| privilege of replying. This is true; but I cannot 
|| pass over the point I intended to allude to before 
i| I was interrupted. I must be allowed to refer to 
the act of the last session of Congress on this sub- 
ject. It is important to see how we all stand in 
regard to this bill. On the Ist of March, 1849, 
Mr. Palfrey asked the unanimous consent of the 
House to:introduce a bill; and that being denied, 
i| he moved a suspension of the rule, which, being 
‘| agreed to, he introduced a bill for the purpose of 
making arrangements for taking the seventh cen- 
į sus. Now, what are the provisions of that bil) ? 
| I will read it, sir, and see if it does not provide 
i for taking all the statistics included in these 
'| schedules: 


i| «That the Secretary of State, the Secretary of the Home 
i| Department, (if such ctice is by law created,) and the Post- 
'! master General, shall constitute and be a hoard, to be styled 
: the Census Board; that it shat} be the duty of the said 
; board to prepare and cause to be printed such forms and 
:, schedules as may he necessary for the full enumeration of 
i: the inhabitants of the United States, and also proper forms 
, and schedules for collecting in statistical tables, under 
li proper heads, such information as to mines, agricuiture, 
a commerce, manufactures, education, aud other topics, as 
i: will exhibit a full view of the pursuits, industry, education, 
‘i and resources of the country; it being provided that the 
: number of said inquiries, exclusive of the enumeration, 
ii shall not exceed one hundred, and that the expense incurred 
li in preparing and printing said (orms and schedules shall not 
li exceed ten thousand dollars.” 


n Did that bill pass? Yes sir, it passed. Now 
|; Jet me ask, where was the argus-eyes of the gentle- 
i| man from Georgia, when the Constitution was 


taxed furniture, we taxed carriages, we taxed |; lain the number of the members of such family, |; thusabout to be violated by the passage of that bill? 


e 
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‘Where was that zealous supporter of the Consti- 
tution—the gentleman from South Carolina, at that 
atime? Where, too, was the gentleman from Ohio? 
Were they not in Congress?” : 

-Mr WOODWARD.. E was at home, sir. 

‘Mr. THOMPSON. The gentleman says he 
was at home. He is certainly always at home in 
this House. This House was his home on that 
occasion. Here we have the yeas and nays taken 
on that same day on another subject, and I find— 
though I shall.not take up time by reading them 
through—I find among the 

YEAS—Messrs. St. John, Schenck, Shepperd, Sherrill, 
Truman Smith, STEPHENS, Andrew: Stewart, Strohm, 
Tallmadge, Taylor, Richard W. Thompson, Toombs, Tuck, 
Vinton, Warren, White, and Wilson: . 

NAYS—Messrs. Thomas, James Thompson, Jacob 
Thompson, William Thompson, ‘Thurston, Venable, Went- 
worth, Wick, Wiley, Wiliams; Wilmot, and WOOD- 
WARD, 

1 believe this is 
lina. 

“Mr. WOODWARD. I thought the gentleman 
referred to the bill for taking the last census. 

Mr. THOMPSON. No, sir, the bill that was 
passed in March last, for making arrangements 
for the taking of the seventh census, together with 
all these statistics. The bill passed without ob- 


the gentleman from South Caro- 


objection, for aught that appears unanimously; | 


and ‘we have the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. 
Sreruens,] and the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Miuer,] and the gentleman from South Carolina 
[Mr. Woopwarp,} here in this Hall as is evi- 
denced by the yeas and nays on the next bill on 
thesame day. Not a word about unconstitution- 
ality then, Whence this new light upon the 
subject. Upon the final.passage of the bill,,the 
vote was taken without a division, authorizing 
statistics to be procured in regard to agriculture, 
manufactures, commerce, education, and all the 
other ‘ topics,” and to which the gentlemen now 
so strenuously object. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. The bill to 
which the gentleman alludes and for which I did 
not vote, only authorized the Census Board to 
prepare tables, to be submitted to Congress for 
adoption or rejection. 

Mr. THOMPSON. That willnotdo. Sir, the 
bill I have just referred to, makes it the duty of 
said board to 

‘ Prepare and cause to be printed such forms and schedules 
as may be necessary for the full enumeration of the inhab- 
itants of the United States, and also proper forms and sched- 
ules for collecting in statistical tables, under. proper heads, 
such information as to mines, agriculture, commerce, man- 
ufactures, education, and other topies, as will exhibit a full 


view of the pursuits, industry, education, and resources of 
the country.” 


Now, sir, where is the reference to Congress 
to be made of these schedules? Th® gentleman 
knows that the Census Board were authorized to 
prepare the necessary schedules, and to print them 
—print them all. Not a word about referring them 
to Congress. The gentleman’s explanation will 
not do. Sir, gentlemen are in such a dilemma, 
in one particular, somewhat like a struggling ani- 
mal in a bog, the more it flounders the deeper 
it sinks, z 

Mr. STEPHENS, of'Georgia. The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania cannot suppose that the law 
which was passed last year for making arrange- 
ments for taking the census, directed that all the 
information which might be called for by the 
forms to be prepared by the Census Board, was 
to be collected without the previous action of 
Congress with regard to it. The bill directed 
them to prepare tables; but those tables were not 
to be acted on unless sanctioned by Congress. 

Mr. THOMPSON. The tables to be pre- 
pared were to be printed, to be used in taking 
the census. I must say to the gentleman that 
lt seems to me extraordinary that he should 
have sat still and allow the time of Congress 
to be taken up by gentlemen asserting that 
such things could be done, as taking the sta- 
tistics of agriculture, education, and all other top- 
les referred to in that law, while he believed it 
to be unconstitutional to do so, without once 
raising his voice against it. The gentleman was 
here when that act was passed; because, on the 
same day I find the name [Mr. Srepuens| recorded. 
Well, the same: may he said of the gentleman 
from Ohio and the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina. They were alf here—it was all constitu- 
tional then. What “change has come o'er the 
Spirit of their dream??? What has-made the gen- 


tleman from Georgia so vigilant now, when so 
silent before? I hope I may be allowed to sur- 
mise—I am not Yankee enough to guess—TI will 
only surmise something that might be supposed to 
have some influence on the gentleman’s mind—it is 
only surmise. In 1840, the gentleman anf his 
party. made sad havoc, through the medium of 
the chickens of Mr. Van Buren’s census law; and | 
“may there not be some little fear that the Old 

Hero of Buena Vista may have to suffer four 

years hence on account of these statistics? The 

gentleman was. not so vigilant—not so appre- 

hensive of danger to. this Government, from. the 

collection of information a year ago. He had not 

awakened to, or discovered the danger that might 

arise when the law of 1849 was passed. Is there 

not something more in it than meets the view? 

Does not the experience of the past admonish 

him to be wary. I think it quite possible. The 

census bill of 1840 was more minute, and 

vastly more objectionable than the present. But 

the gentleman’s own friends greatly enhanced its 

features against Mr. Van Buren—about the time 

Mr. Van Buren had something to do with a sub- 

treasury bill—a bill requiring specie payments. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I would in- 
quire of the gentleman if he means to say I made 
such speeches in that campaign ? 

Mr. THOMPSON. I cannot answer as to that. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I can answer the gentleman 
that I made no such speeches, but thought of that 
measure just as I think of this now. 

Mr. THOMPSON. I suppose the gentleman 
was too young at that time to make many 
speeches. But I recollect. one thing very «well, 
and it is, that Mr. Van Buren was in favor of the 
sub-treasury and of specie payments. Well, sir, 
the Whigs, in some sections of the country, circu- 
lated caricatures, having the delineation upon them 
of something in the shape of a chicken, with im- 
mense claws, uttering, ‘ This is the specie claws.” 
[A laugh.] Now, the gentleman from Georgia re- 
membering the past, may be afraid ofsome of these 
caricatures in the future. Ridicule is a very un- 
pleasant implement, but is no test of the consti- 
tutionality or unconstitutionality of a measure. 

Sir, in the bill of last session, the Board of 
Census was authorized to prepare these schedules, 
without reference togCongress. Under the bill of 
1810, the Secretary of State prepared the sched- 
ules. Under that of 1820, the Secretary of State, 
in conjunction with the President, prepared them. 
In 1830, the Secretary of State prepared them, 
and in 1840} he also prepared them. And they 
were never submitted to Congress, nor was it pro- 
posed that they should be. I remark this, to show | 
that it was not contemplated that the work of the į 
Census Board was to be submitted to Congress. 

The gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Mitter]—and | 


with him,—tells us that the act of 1840 was the first | 


repealed as to dispense with taking them. Never 
was there a greater mistake. Why, sir, in 1810 | 
statistics of agriculture, manufactures, and of 
mines, were taken, and published, and the com- 
pendium is to be found in the State Department. 
In 1820, statistics of manufactures were extensively 
taken and published. In 1830, an account was 
taken ofall those who had not been naturalized, and 
I believe pensioners. Where is the warrant in the 
Constitution for this? And in 1840, statistics of agri- 
culture, manufactures, and minerals, were taken 
and published to the largest extent. 
sir, let me ask, who were the Presidents who sanc- | 
tioned those bills, and made those laws? The bill | 
of 1810, which authorized the taking of such sta- 
tistics, was signed by Mr. Madison. And I might 
turn to my friend from Virginia, [Mr. Mitison,] | 


and say, that although l regard him as highly as 


following after the dim, distant light of Mr. Madi- | 
Son's View on a constitutional question in pref- 
erence to his brighter light on a similar subject. 
It is possible I might arrive at as safe conclusion 
| under such guidance. Mr, Madison did nat think | 
it unconstitutional. We are creatures of impulse, 


what our views of constitutional questions may be. | 
We ought therefore to pay some deference, in view | 


1 
| 
i 
‘ d p ! 
of our fluctuating notions in regard to constitu- | 
tional questions, to the long-settled and well-estab- | 


I am very sorry he is nothere; he isa friend whom |; 
I esteem very highly, and it gives me pain to differ |! 


act under which statistics were taken, and although |! 
authorized by the act of 1820, the act was so far |; 


And now, |i 


any man in the world, yet I might be excused for | 


and it depends somewhat on our own constitutions || 


Í 


lished principles that have been laid down by the 
wisest men of this country. T have no doubt that 
if my friend from Virginia had ‘been aware that 
Mr. Madison had given his sanction to the con- 
stitutionality of these inquiries, he would never 
have raised an objection upon constitutional 
grounds. Yet, Mr. Madison, in 1810, signed the 
bill for taking the census with statistics. Well, 
how was it in 1820? Mr. Monroe, another light 
from Virginia, which has illuminated this country 
—another unquestionable authority upon consti- 
tutional law—signed the bill for taking manufac- 
turing statistics. The bill of 1830, which con- 
tained the statistics ef unnaturalized foreigners, 
was signed by that good and great man—General 
Jackson. And in 1840,a similar bill was signed 
by Mr. Van Buren; and the bill of last year by 
James K. Polk. Aye, sir, and the respectable old 
hero of Bueria Vista has given his sanction to that 
act. The gentleman from Georgia ought to be 
aware that he is likely to come into collision with 
“Old Zack.” And when the gentleman comes 
in contact with such men as Madison, Monroe, 
and Jackson, I feel that | have a right to assume 
that the weight of authority is rather against him. 

Now let us see what President Taylor says in 
regard to this subject: 


« By the act of 3d March, 1849, a Board was constituted 
to make arrangements for taking the seventh census, com- 
posed of the Secretary of State, the Attorney General, and 
the Postmaster General; and it was made the duty of this 
Board ‘to prepare and cause to be printed such forms and 
schedules as might be necessary for the full enumeration of 
the inhabitants of the United States; and aiso proper forms 
and schedules for collecting, in statistical tables, under 
proper heads, such information as to mines, agriculture, 
commerce, manufactures, education, and other topies, as 
would exhibit a full view of the pursuits, industry, educa- 
tion, and resources of the country.’? The duties enjoined 
upon the Census Board thus established having been per- 
formed, it now rests with Congress to enact a law for carry- 
ing into effect the provision of the Constitution which re- 
quires an actual enumeration of the people of the United 
States within the ensuing year.” 


And here is another thing 

Mr. STEPHENS. I understand the g 'ntleman 
to say, that under the act of 1790, 1800, 1810, and 
1820, agricultural statistics were collected. 

Mr. THOMPSON. I did not say the act of 
1790 and 1800. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I have traced the different 
census acts from the commencement of the Gov- 
ernment down to the present period, and I have 
the tables here that were contained in each bill. 
The tables in the act of 1790 and 1800 authorized 


| simply an enumeration of the inhabitants; that of 
| 1810 the same; that of 1820 nothing more; and that 


of 1830 simply an enumeration of the inhabitants, 
It was not until 1840 that that course was departed 


| from. It is true, that in 1820 there was authority 
i given to the collectors of the census to take certain 


statistics, to be appended to, but they were not in- 
corporated in, the census table itself. Here are 
the tables set forth specifically in each act: 


1790. 
Schedule of the whole number of persons, with the division 
allotted to 4. By 
Names of heads of families. . 
Free white males of 16 years and upwards, including 
heads of families. 
» Free white males under 16 years. 
. Free white females, including heads of families. 
. All other free persons. 


. Slaves. 
1800. 


Name of county, parish, township, town, or city, where 
the family resides. 
. Names of heads of family. 
. Free white males under 10 years of age. 
Free white males of 10, and under 16. 
. Free white males of 16 and under 26, including heads 
of families, : 
. Free white males of 26 and under 45, including heads 
of families. 
Free white males of 45 and upwards, including heads 
of families. 
. Free white females under 10 years of age. 
. Free white females of 10 years and under 16. 
. Free white females of 16 and under 26, including heads 
of families. 
. Free white females of 26 and under 45, including heads ` 
of families. 
. Free white females of 45 and upwards, including heads 
of families. 
. All other tree persons, except Indians not taxed. 


. Slaves. 
1810. 


Name of the county, parish, township, town, or city, 
where the family resides. 

Names of heads of family. 

Free white mates under 10 years of age. 

Free white mates of Gand under 16. 

Free white males of 16 and under 23, including heads 
of families. 


1 


2. 
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6. Free white.males of 26 and under 45, including heads 
of families, 
7. Free white mates of 45 and upwards, including heads of 
families. 3 
8. Free white females under 10 years of age. 
9. -Free white females of 10 years and under 16. 
10. Free white females of 16 and under 26, including heads 
of families. 
11. Free white females of 26 and under 45, including heads 
of families. A ; 


12. Free white females of 45 and upwards, including heads | 


of families, 
13, All other free persons, except Indians not taxed. 


14. Slaves. 
1820. 


1. Name of county, parish, township, town, or city, where 
the family resides. i 
2. Names of heads of families. 
3. Free white males under 10 years. 
4. Free white males of 10, and under 16 years. 
5. Free white mates between 16 and 18. 
6. Free white males of 16, and under 26, including heads 
of families. 
7, Free white males of 26, and under 45, including heads 
of families, 
8. Free white males of 45; and upwards, including heads 
of families. 
9. Free white females under 10 years of age. 
10, Free white females of 10, and under 16, 
li. Free white females of 16, and under 26, including heads 
of families. i 
Free white females of 26, and under 45, including heads 
of families. 
13, Free white females of 45, and upwards, including heads 
of families. 
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Slaves. 
. Males under 14. 
. Males of 14, and under 26, 
. Males of 26, and under 45. 
Males of 45, and upwards. 
. Females under 14. 
» Females of 14,‘and under 26, 
Females of 26, and under 45. 
- Females of 45, and upwards. 
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Free Colored Persons, 
« Males under 14 years of age. 
. Males of 14, and under 26. 
» Males of 26, and under 45, 
. Males of 45, and upwards. 
Females under 14 years, 
Females of 14, and under %8. 
. Females of 26, and under 45, 
Females of 45, and upwards. 
. All other persons, except Indians not taxed, 


1830. 


White persons, 


1. Aliens—Foreigners not naturalized. 

2. Who are blind. 

3. Who are deaf and dumb, of 25 years, and upwards. 

4. Who are deaf and dumb, of the age of 14, and under 25. 
5. Who are deaf and dumb, under 14 years of age. 


Slaves and Colored Persons. 
l. Who are blind. 
2. Who are deaf and dumb, of 25 years, and upwards, 
3. Who are deafiand dumb, of the age of 14, and under 25, 
4, Who are deaf and dumb, under 14 years of age. 
5. Total: 
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Free Colored Persons—Males, 
1. Of 100, and upwards. 4. Of 24, and under 36, 
2. Of '55, and under 100, 5. Of 10, and under 24, 
3. Of 36, and under 55. 6. Under 10 years of age. 


Free Colored Persons—Females. 
1. Of 100, and upwards. 4. Of 24, and under 36. 
2. Of 55, and under 100, 5. Of 10, and under 24, 
3. Of 36, and under 55. 6. Under 10 years of age. 


Slaves— Males, 
1. Of 1°0, and upwards. 4. Of 24, and under 36, 
2. © f 55, and ander 100. 5. Of 10, and under 24, 
3. Of 36, and under 55. 6. Under 10 years of age. 


Slaves—Females. 
» OF 100, and upwards, 4. Of 24, and under 38. 
» OF 55, and under 100. 5. Of 10, aud under 24, 
Of 36 and under 55. 6. Under 10 years of age. 


ree White Persons (including heuds of families )—Males, 
+ OF 100, and upwards. 8. Of 39, and under 40. 
O: $0, aud under 100. . Of 20. and auder 39. 

. OF BU, and under 90. Cf 15, and under.20. 

. Of 70, and under 80. + OF 10, and under 15, 

a OF 60, and under 70, 2. Of 5, and under 10, 

Of 50, and under 60. . Under 5 years of age. 
Of 40, and under 50. 


Free White Persons (including heads of families }—Females. 
1. Of 100, and upwards, 11. Of 10, and under 15. 
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2. Of 90, and under 100, 12. Of 5, and under 10. 

3. OF 80, and under 90. 13. Under 5 years of age. 

4. Of 70, and under 80. 14. Names of heads of fami- 
5. Of 60, and under 70. lies. 

6. Of 50, and under 60. 15. Name of county, city, 
7. Of 40, and under 50, ward, town, township, 
8. Cf 30, and under 40, parish, precinct, hun- 
9. Of 20, and under 30, dred, or district. 
10. Of 15, and under 29. 


Mr. THOMPSON. As I said some time ago, 
the gentleman is only likely to be more deeply en- 
tangled the more he struggles. Not only were 
statistics collected in 1810 and 1890, but the aggre- 
gate of those statistics are to be found in books in 
the State Department. Let us look at the law. 
In the act to amend the act for taking the third 
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census, we find the second section of -the act of 
lst of May, 1810, as follows: A 

“That it shall be the duty of the several marsha! :ecre- 
taries, and their assistants aforesaid, at the time for“taking 
the census or enumeration aforesaid, to take, under ‘the 
direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, and according 
to such instructions as he shall give, an account of the sev- 
eral manufacturing establishments and manufactures within 
their severai districts, territories, and divisions.. The said 
assistants shall make return of the same to the marshals or 
secretaries. of their respective districts or territories, and 
the said marshals and secretaries shali transmit the sald re- 
turns, and abstracts thereof, to the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, at the same times at which they are by this act, and the 
several acts to which this act is an additional, required re- 
spectively to make their return of said enumeration to the 
Secretary of State. For the performance of which additional 
services they shall respectively receive such compensation 
as shall hereafter be provided by law. 

“ Approved May 1, 1810.” 

Now I want to know if that is not the law, and 
ifthe gentleman does not believe the statute books? 
I invite him to go with me to the State Depart- 
ment, and he will there find published and bound 
volumes of the compendium of statistics of the 
census of 1810. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I ant*perfectly aware, as I 
said when I was up before, that a supplemental 
act was passed in 1810, which did provide for 
taking certain munufacturing statistics; but they 
are not embraced in the schedules of the census 
bill; whereas, the schedules of statistics here are 
parts and parcels of the law. 

Mr. THOMPSON. The fact is not as the 
gentleman states. The statistics are part and parcel 
of the census law of 1810, and schedules were pre- 
pared and sent out at the same time as were those 
for the enumeration of the inhabitants. Now let 
us look at the law of 1820, and f will send it to 
the Clerk, and ask him to read the tenth section. 
I have an array of precedents here that the gen- 


j Ueman dares not approach, 


The section was read by the Clerk, as follows: 


«That it shall be the duty of the several other assistants, 
at the time of taking the said census, to take, under the di- 
rection of the Secretary of State, according to such instruc- 
tions as he shall give and such form as he shall prescribe 
‘an account of the several manufacturing establishments and 
their manufactures within their several districts,’ and make 
returns and abstracts to the Secretary of State, and ‘ they 
shall respectively receive as compensation therefor, 20 per 
cent. in addition to the sums allowed by this act?” 


Does not this authorize taking statistics ? 

Mr. STEPHENS. That is exactly what I 
stated.when I was up before. And the act of 1810 
authorized the Secretary of State to give directions 


| to the different marshals to take an account of the 


various manufacturing establishments. But what 
I stated in addition was, that no such statistical 
schedules were made a part of the bill, or adopted 
by Congress. 

Mr. THOMPSON. I know the gentleman from 
Georgia does not wish to be in error, but did not 
he just now assert that such statistics were not au- 
thorized by the acts of 1810 and 1820, nor by any 
act until 1840? These statistics were authorized 
by law, and were taken, and if he will take time 
to step down to my committee room I will show 
him the schedules. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Were they adopted by 
Congress? Were the schedules incorporated in 
the law? I have referred to those in the statute 
books. 

Mr. THOMPSON. Thestatistical information 
was collected under the authority of Congress, and 
by law requiring it. 

Mr.STEPHENS. But the gentleman does not 
confine himself to the point. These schedules are 
not on the statute books, and Congress is not re- 
sponsible for them. A 

Mr. THOMPSON. The gentleman is to some 
extent right—the form of schedules are not upon 
the statute books. But my friend from Georgia 
is high and dry ashore. He is altogether aground, 
The controversy was whether such laws have been 
passed. I cited them as precedents—he denied 
their existence. Who is right? But Iam told that 
precedents are of no consequence. Sir, legislative 
precedents, 1 admit, are not binding, but should 
never be disregarded; when they are disregarded 
it should be with very great caution. t do not 
mean to say that they are absolutely binding, be- 
cause the decisions of Congress are not infallible; 
but when legislative precedents have been seruti- 
nized for years as coming fairly within constitu- 
tional powers—when they have stood the test for 
half a century, and have received the sanction of 
such names as those of Madison, Monroe, Jack- 
son, Van Buren, Polk, and also President Taylor, 


| non-producers. , 
| round and ask our ancient and venerable profes- 


as I have shown, it does appear to me they should 
be entitled to. some regard. Aman must have a 
stout heart who will venture to say that he is right 
and they are all wrong. - 
Now [ ask you, sir, and the committee, if, under 
the act of 1790 and the act of 1800, there was not 


just as palpable violations of the Constitution com- 


mitted, if there be any, as there can possibly be 
under the provisions of this bill? If this bill vio- 
lates the Constitution, then did the laws to which 
I have just referred. Those acts required the ages 
and sexes of individuals to be given, and both re- 
quired an enumeration of the deaf and dumb. 
Where is the constitutional provision for this, any 
more than for statistics? But I am tired of this 
constitutional controversy. Scruples in certain 
quarters have no end, and to illustrate to what ex- 
tent constitutional scruples may lead, I cannot re- 
frain from relating a story which I heard the other 
day concerning a Virginia gentleman; and Virgin- 
ians, you know, are never wrong, though some- 
times peculiar. This gentleman became very sick, 
and it was feared that he could not recover, An 
intimate friend called poh him to know if he had 
anything tocommunicate—any last request to make 
before his departure to another world. “Yes,” 
said the sick man, * there is one thing that I desire 
—I do not wish to be buried at the public expense, 
I wish my friends to provide for my burial.’? 
“ Why,” said his friend, “ what objection have 
you to being buried at the public expense—that 
honor has been conferred upon many, why not 
upon you?” “Because,” replied the other, «I 
have reflected upon the subject, and have come to 
the conclusion that it is unconstitutional.” {A 
laugh.] . 

This serves to show the ruling passion of a 
strict constructionist, “strong in death.” I love 
old Virginia for many things, but fam not obliged 
to be governed by Virginia or Georgia opinions 
in everything. 

Now, a remark or two on another point, and it is 
a point that has been declaimed upon, and rea- 
soned upon, a good deal. It has been said that 
this bill is inquisitorial. Inquisitorial! Sir, these 
questions in regard to agricultural pursuits are de- 
nounced as inquisitorial. Never was a term more 
misapplied. Is it inquisitorial to inquire of the 
farmer what has been the produce of his well- 
cultivated farm, upon which his labor has been 
bestowed? what he has realized from his beautiful 
and luxuriant fields? or of what number his flour- 
ishing and increasing flocks consist? or how much 
in the aggregate, he has added to the means of 
Supporting and perpetuating life? Or will it be 
inquisitorial. to inquire of the manufacturer how 
much he has added to the great stock of .nationa! 
wealth? Ng sir; they will be pleased and happy 
to answer. I know they will in the North, and 
so, Í believe, will they be in the South. I defend 
the latter against the imputation that they would 
not be willing to answer. Sir, there is something 
calculated to elevate the mind in contemplating the 
additions industry makes to the material that feeds 
and sustains a country. The producers will be 


gratified that you ask them for it; and its only 


effect will be to increase the desire to advance 
their production, But who is it that objects to 
these inquiries? Not the farmer or manufacturer. 
No, sir, it is not; it is the lawyer. The gentle- 
man from Georgia and the gentleman from South 
Carolina, are lawyers, sir; and others objecting 
are lawyers. 

Here Mr. T. was interrupted by Mr. Jones, 
who said fam nota lawyer, and } object to it. 

Mr. T. Itis said, Mr. Chairman, that an ex- 
ception proves the rule; and without the least dis- 
respect to the honorable gentleman, [Mr. Jones,] 
I have considered him generally an exception to 
all rules. {Laughter.] 1 am a lawyer myself, 
sir, but nevertheless the fact is so, that lawyers are 
Sir, if the marshal were to go 


sion what they have produced, what they have 
brought forth and laid upon the shelf for use and 
sustenance of life, they would makea sad exhibit. It 
is instinctive with them, therefore, not to like such 
inquiries. No one can ever speak truly of the 
tastes and feelings of others without occupying 
their positions. Hence, not being producers our- 
selves, we do not like the inquiry, and mistakingly 
suppose that our sentiments pervade the minda 
of others. This is wrong, Those who do pro- 
duce desire the inquiry. All these pursuits are 
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and notorious. We do not propose 
tions in regard to the money, 
à other items of wealth bolong- 
ine to the people. The inquiry is only as to suc 
hings as p opati palpable, and discernible by 
all... Can. this be said to be inquisitorial? The 
people will not-think so... 7 
J shall. be obliged to curtail my remarks, on ac- 
count of the shortness of time allowed me. Thave 
been somewhat in doubt, whether or not I should 
not be overwhelmed with responsibility on account 
of this bill.. Perhaps I may, but I have less fear 
of it.than L-felt some time ago. I will only say, 
- however, in regard to the social statistics—this 
seems to be the point of attack, and is most strenu- 
ously objected to—that I would like to knowof the 
gentleman from Georgia, why we shall not readily 
obtain answers to these inquiries? The gentleman 
seems to think that -myvreply to his inquiry was 
neither sound nor fair. He asks me what legisla- 
tion could be based on statistics of disease, and he 
says my answer is ingenious but unfair and decept- 
ive. Ihave notappointed the#entleman to decide for 
me, or to passupon me. The answer I gave was, 
that it might be of importance to collect these sta- 
tistics, in order that they might afford a ground to 
our action in regard to regulating the price of the | 
public Jands. Another thing that struck me as | 
rendering these inquiries of importance, is this: | 
The world is looking upon our country as the 
home and the asylum of the oppressed; foreigners 
are flocking to our shores, and they will look to 
these statistics to see how and where life may be 


public, open, 
to. “ask. any ques 
stocks, jewelry, an 


best preserved. Sir, will the information not be |! 


of advantage? In reference to the management of 
our public lands, those that are in an unhealthy lo- 
cation, we might give away. We gave to Louis- 
jana.an immense quantity of land, because it was 
marshy, and jt has been reclaimed by drainage, 
and may possibly be rendered productive. 

Mr. Chairman, I must turn my attention for a 
moment to my gallant friend from Indiana; | know 
his modesty well, and I am sure if he had been 
aware that Madison, Van Buren, and Polk had 
been all against him on this question, he would 
have hesitated before he declared his opposition on 
constitutional grounds. He will, perhaps, admit 
that they are entitled to some respect. 

Mr. GORMAN. Protective duties have been 
asked at the expense of my agricultural constitu- 
ents. 


Mr. THOMPSON. And if it had not been for |! 


the producers of Pennsylvania, the gentleman and 
his constituents might have been subjected to 
a worse evil than a direct tax. 
have hardly existed at all. Sir, is there any | 
reason why gentlemen should make gwar upon 
the manufactures of Pennsylvania, because their |} 
products. were injured and depressed, and they || 
madetheir wants known to Congress? They have | 
asked nothing that was improper in itself; it was | 
their duty to ask and yours to refuse, if you | 
chose—but is that a reason, a justification, ofa con- | 
tinued disposition to war upon them? I can tell the | 
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| the aid which has been received-from this govern- 


| I think I might be allowed to say, that if you 


| find it quite as easy to catch Hoosiers. [A laugh.] 


| gentleman. The only fault he seems to find with 


They would | 


ji 


i think it will not be difficult to show where 


ment i 
4 estowed. Talk || 


that aid has been the most freely b Í J 
of buying Pennsylvania with specific duties! Sir, 


should bait your hook well with land, you might 


My friend behind me [Mr. Mrtuson] asks for 
an answer to a question which he propounds, but 
I fear my time will not permit me to reply to him. 
But I must make a simple remark in reply to the 


the bill, is confined to the last two schedules in rela- 
tion to church statistics. If he does not like that, 
Jet him move to strike them out. Formy own part I | 
consider it impartant that we should collect inform- 
ation in relation to the education. and morals of 
the country generally. But my friend does not 
| stop there. He gives usa little commentary on 
the literary skill with which the bill has been 
drawn up. Iam not answerable for anything but 
the amendments. It is enough for meto say, that i 
the gentleman’s criticism does not add one iota to 
the strength of his argument in regard to the con- |; 
stitutional question. Í have no doubt had the li 
gentleman drawn the bill it would have been fault- || 
less. 

Mr. T.’s remarks having been terminated by the | 
expiration of the hour, 

The committee proceeded to vote. 

The state of the question was this: the first 
section was under consideration, to which Mr. 
Tompson, of Pennsylvania, had reported from 
the Committee on the Judicary an amendment. 
| The section and amendment are as follows: 

{The brackets indicate the parts of the section | 
which the Committee on the Judiciary of the | 
House propose to strike out from the Senate bill, i| 
and the italics indicate the amendments which the || 
same committee propose to insert:] 

—Or THE DUTIES, LIABILITIES, AND COMPENSATION OF i| 
MaRsHALs. i 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives ij 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That |; 
the marshals of the several districts of the United States, in- |i 
eluding the District of Columbia and the Territories, are | 
hereby required respectively to cause all the inhabitants to || 
be enumerated, and to collect all the other statistical inform- !} 
ation within their respective districts, in the manner provi- | 
ded for in this act, and specified in the instructions which |; 
shall be given by the Secretary of the Interior, and in the 
tubies annexed, and to return the same tothe said Secretary | 
on or before the first day of November next ensuing, omit- 
ting from the enumeration of the inhabitants Indians not 
taxed: [also the statistics of agriculture when the annual 
product of the farm is not equal to one hundred and fifty 
dollars; also, the statisties of other productive industry, | 
where the annual product of the establishment, exclusive || 

of domestic manufactures ia families, isnot equal to five |: 
| hundred dollars 3] also, at the discretion of said Secretary, |: 
avy part or ali the statistics of the Territories except those 
of population : Provided, however, If the time assigned for 
making the returns shail prove inadequate for the ‘Yerrito- +; 


| 
| 
i 
I 


j 
i 
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ries, the said Secretary may extend the same: Provided, || 
further, If there be any district or territory of the United || 


i to prepare their tables and foot u 


ji 


This, then, would allow the assistant marshals 
but two months, from the first of July to the first 
of September, to take their enumeration. He 
proposed to allow one month longer. If there- 
turns were made to the Secretary of the Interior 
by the first of December, it would afford ample 
time to allow Congress to act upon those returns 
and pass an apportionment bill. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was rejected. 

Mr. KAUFMAN moved an amendment, to 
strike out from thé sixth to the tenth lihe; the 


words: 

« And to collect all the other statistical information within 
their respective districts, in the manner provided for in this 
act, and specified in the instructions which shall be given 
by the Secretary of the Interior, and in the tables annexed.” 

He said he would merely remark, that this 
motion involved the entire question which had 
been discussed for several days in committee. 

He called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. KAUFMAN 
and Corwin were appointed. 

The question was taken, and 
ayes 40, noes 98. 

So the words were not stricken out. 

Mr. MILLSON moved a pro forma amendment, 
with the view, he said, of replying to a portion of 
the remarks of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 


the tellers reported— 


| [Mr. Tuomeson.] The gentleman had referred to 


the authority of Madison 
Mr. ROOT interposed to a point of order, and 
said he thought- it was clear that the gentleman 
had five minutes under the rule to explain his 
amendment and not to debate. - 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of the opin- 


| ion that the rule confines the member offering an 
amendment to an explanation of the amendment, 
“ and therefore, that the gentleman from Virginia is 


not in order in going into general remarks in reply 
to other gentlemen. : 

Mr. MILLSON. acquiescing in the decision, 
resumed his seat. ; 

Mr. MATTESON moved to amend the twenty- 
second line, (near the close of the section,) so as 
to read, “ Provided, however, if the time assigned 
‘for making the returns shall prove inadequate for 
| ‘any State or Territory, the said Secretary may 


|| © extend the same,” &c. 


| He said he saw no reason why the time should 
| not be extended as to the States, if necessary, as 
well as to the territories. This proposition would 
effect the same object aimed at by the gentleman 
from South Carolina, [Mr, Orr.J If it were 
adopted and the time should not be sufficient for 


| the marshals of the States, as well as of the terri- 


tories, to make their returns, the Secretary of the 


States in which there is no marshal of the United States, | 
the President sball appoint some suitable person to dis- 
charge the duties assigned by this act to marshals. 


Mr. VINTON had subsequently (yesterday) 


Interior could extend it. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, was un- 
derstood to say, that the gentleman would find 


' other provisions in the bill which would accom- 


gentleman that among them are men of as much 
worth and genuine intelligence as any here—of as 
much cultivation, as much deserving of respect as 
any gentleman here. They have never asked for 
anything that was not in their belief calculated to || 
sustain the glory of their country and its best inter- 
ests. . The manufacturers of Pennsylvania are | 
not wanting in patriotism. But, sir, 1 must com- | 
mend myself to patience—I always try to do so, | 
when I hear gentlemen who know nothing of the 


‘gmoved an amendment to this section, the question 
upon which was the pending question. 
Mr. VINTON withdrew his amendment. 


Judiciary Committee, (above given,) was taken and 
decided in the affirmative. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The first section being still under consideration, 
Mr. ORR moved an amendment to strike out in 
the eleventh line “November” and insert “ De- 


The question recurring on the amendment of the | 


subject, talk of the manufacturer’s interest in Penn- | 
sylvania. They have neverasked for anything un- 
constitutional. But, let me remind the gentleman 
that Indiana may have some sins to answer for too. 
She has asked for the continuation of the national || 
road; she has asked for hundreds of thousands of | 
acres of public lands for the purpose of constructing | 
railroads. What Indiana has asked, Congress | 
may refuse. Pennsylvania has asked, for nothing | 


;| cember,” (the time at which the marshals are re- | 


i 


quired to make their returns to the Secretary of the | 
Interior.) L 
Mr. O. explained that the object of the amend- ʻ: 
ment was to give the deputy marshals more time | 
to make their returns. He referred to the acts 
passed providing for taking the sixth census, ! 
which, he said, required the assistant marshals to 
commence their enumeration on the first of June. | 


that she might: not ask, or which would be im- į 
proper in Congress to grant. | 
Mr. BOWLIN. The expense of the national | 


We were now within thirty days of the first of | 
| June. Before the printing could be done and the | 
| forms sent off to the different marshals throughout | 


road through Pennsylvania is greater than that © the United States, the first of June would have | 
through Indiana. : oe | arrived. After that period all the marshals would | 

Mr. THOMPSON. I have said nothing in re- | have to appoint their assistant marshals, and before . 
gard to that. I only say thatthe manufacturershave || these could commence their duties it would be the | 
asked for nothing that they did not conscientiously ; first of July. If the marshals were required to! 
_ believe they were entitled to receive. This applica- || make their final returns to the Secretary of the In- | 


tion of Indiana was pressed most earnesti ‘| teri 
! ; y at the |; terior by the first of November, t - 
last session, and if we cometo settle accou 5 g E 


nts, asto || shals would have to make theirs to the marshalsby | 


| plish his object. 
: Mr. MATTESON (resuming) said there might 
_ be cases, e. g., California, and perhaps others, in 
which the marshals would be unable to make the 
| shi . ; 
ii returns within the time specified. He thought, 
|| therefore, that it should be left with the Secretary 
; of the Interior; if any extraordinary case did occur 
‘in which it was impossible for the marshal to 
. make his returns, the Secretary of the Interior 
' should have at his discretion to extend the time. 
Mr. ORR added a word of explanation of the 
propriety of providing for an extension of the time 
to meet any contingent delays that might arise. 
Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, suggested 
to the gentleman from New York to modify his 


: amendment so as to apply to ‘any State which 


may hereafter be admitted.” He thought the time 
prescribed was sufficient for the present States. 

Mr. MATTESON declined to accept the sug- 
gestion. 

The five minutes having expired, 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was rejected, 

Mr. McCLERNAND moved to amend by in- 
' gerting in the sixth line, after the word ‘ inbab- 
‘itants’? the words “ including the Indians and the 
| names of their respective tribes; so as to read, 
“ to cause all the inhabitants, including the Indians 
‘and the names of their respective tribes, to, be 
| enumerated,” &c. 
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He remarked, in ‘explanation, that he believed 
that the information which would result from the 
inquiry he proposed would be very useful in assist- 
ing the legislation of Congress. It was known 
that the frequent occurrence of Indian hostilities in 
the territories of the United States, and upon their 
borders, had for many years past made it 
necessary for the Governmentto maintaina military 
force to: suppress these hostilities, and punish 


those engaged in them. This information as to | 


names of these tribes and their respective numbers, 
would be valuable in enabling them to legislate 

` more judiciously in reference to the military force 
necessary to the suppression and punishment of 
those hostilities. 

In addition to this, it would certainly, be very 
agreeable, and very desirable to the House to 
know something of the condition of this class’ of 
our population. We found them originally in 
great numbers; they were now very rapidly di- 
minishing. It was due to them as well as to our- 
selves, and to the cause of humanity, that we 
should take some account of them. 

Mr. HARALSON was understood to inquire if 
it would not be necessary to accomplish this ob- 
ject to send military forces with the marshals who 
attempted to take the enumeration ? Bet 

Mr. McCLERNAND. Not at all. Ido not 
propose any impossibility. As a western man, 
who have lived upon the frontier, I know that this 
information might be obtained 

Mr: STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. Allow me 
to ask whether the Indians will answer if they 
have constitutional scruples about it? {Laughter.} 

Mr. McCLERNAND repeated, that it was prac- 
ticable to obtain the information, and proceeded 
further to remark, that the information would be 
very interesting in connection with the territorial 
question, Congress was called upon to give ter- 
ritorial governments, to the Territories of Utah and 


New Mexico: one of the most urgent reasons | 


for doing so was to protect the inhabitants from 
the hostilities of the Indians. This information 
would be valuable as tending to shed light upon 
this subject. : 


Mr. STRONG inquired if the amendment of | 


the gentleman embraced the Indians in those ter- 
ritories which were not organized? 

Mr. McCLERNAND replied that it applied 
only to the organized Territories. 

The hammer here fell. . 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was rejected.” 

Mr. SIBLEY, in accordance with his notice of 


yesterday, moved to amend by striking out, from | 


the 18th to the 20th lines, the words ‘also, at 
the discretion of said Secretary, any part or all 
the statistics of the territories except those of 
popuiation.”? 

Tie said he saw no good reason why the people 
of the territories should not have the same statis- 
tics collected as the people of the States. He 
hoped there would be no objection on the part of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Tromp- 
son,] who reported this bill, to striking out these 
words, 

Mr. THOMPSON was understood to say that 
the manufacturing and agricultural establishments 
in the territories were very small, and that the 
statistics concerning them had never been taken in 
any previous census bill, 

Mr. SIBLEY said the agricultural productions 
of the te ritories were quite as large as those of 
some of the States, and he knew no reason why 
they should not begiven. It would involve very 
little expense. He hoped the amendment would 
prevail. 
` The five minutes here expired. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, however, 
by the indulgence of the committee, explained 
that the bill provided that the Secretary of the 
Interior could dispense with the statistics of the 
territories or take them, at his discretion. That 
was just asit ought to be. He saw no necessity 
for the amendment. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was rejected. 
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t . . - 
neither Madison nor Monroe had ever sanctioned 


i section, he would then move to strike out the en- 


| be violated, he preferred to violate it by an act of | 


Mr. MILLSON moved to strike out, in the tenth 
line, the words “and in the tables annexed.” 

Mr. MILLSON said, that the gentleman. from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. THompson] had endeavored | 
to sustain the right of the Government to make 
the inquiries, and collect the information provided 
for in the bill reported by him, by saying that 
similar provisions in the census bills of 1810 and 
1820 had been sarctioned by Mr. Madison and Mr. 
Monroe. He had inquired ifhe (Mr. M.) was aware 
of this fact, and had assumed, that if he had been, 
he would not have expressed any doubts of the 
constitutional power. Now he would say to the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, that. he (Mr. M.) 
was not uninformed as to the provisions of those 

iils, and he could at the. time have replied to the 
inquiry addressed to him, believing that he remem- 
bered the provisions of these bills with sufficient |} 
accuracy to enable him to.correct the erroneous 
impressions of the gentleman; but'he preferred to 
fortify his recollection by the production of the laws 
themselves. He had them now before him, and |! 
he would say to his friend from Pennsylvania, that 
there was nothing in either of them at all opposed 
to the views he (Mr. M.) had expressed. The || 
gentleman would find, on referring to them, that 
there was nothing in these Jaws which subjected 
any person to any fine or penalty for refusing to 
answer any inquiry, or which, indeed, subjected 
them to any inquiry at all, upon any other sub- 
ject than the census of the inbabitants. Now as 
to the returns which the marshals were required 
to make of the manufacturing establishments, the f 
gentleman would find that there was no provision || 
in those laws subjecting the people to any penalty 
for refusing to give information upon'such subjects. 
The marshals were simply directed to take an |} 
account of the manufacturing establishments 
within their districts; this they could do without || 
subjecting the people to inquisition; and whether | 
they could or not, certainly no authority was |; 
given to compel such information, Now he (Mr. 
M.) did not doubt, that the Government might 
require returns to be made by its agents in many | 
cases, and it very frequently did so, without com- 
plaint from any quarter. But what he (Mr. M.) i 
had protested against, was the right of the Gov- || 
ernment to compel the citizens of the United || 
States, by ‘the infliction of fines and penalties, 
to give to the census-takers information respecting 
their private and domestic concerns. Ard the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania. would find that 


such a doetrine as this, by approving the bills 
in question; for these very bills, while they im- |} 
posed fines for refusing to answer questions in || 
reference to the census of the inhabitants, which |} 
was a constitutional object, omitted to impose a! 
penalty for refusing to give any other inform- 
ation. 

Mr. M. withdrew his amendment. | 

Mr. MORSE observed, that if the friends of the 
bill had no further amendment to offer to the first 


tire section; and as that was equivalent to the final 
rejection of the bill, that it would be in order to 
discuss it upon its merits. Mr. M. said he could 
not in the five minutes allotted, argue the consti- 
tutional question; but there was one duty imposed 
upon us by the Constitution, about which there 
was no dispute. ‘The Constitution imposed upon 
us the duty of taking the enumeration of the in- | 
habitants once in ten years. He would net endeavor |, 
to follow or weaken the luminous argument of the 
gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. SrerHens;] but this 
be would say, that entertaining constitutional ob- 
jections to this system of espionage embraced in 
the hundred questions required to be answerad, he 
would vote against it. Ifthe Constitution was to 


omission, rather than of commission; and if the 
friends of this bill think, that because the duty is 
imposed upon us to take a census, that we can be 
brought to vote for all manner of idle and ridicu- 
lous and unconstitutional matiere, they were greatly 
mistaken, 

He did not doubt that Congress had power to 


Ji 


i of amendments, to state what his vbject was. 


lay taxes on many of the objects enumerated, and 
of course had the right to have them enumerated; 
but in this case it was not pretended that the ob- 
ject of the enumeration was for the purpose of 
taxing them. : 

When the Constitution gave a power, all the in- 
cidental power proper and necessary to carry the 
main power into effect was also granted; nor would 
he go so far as to say, that the incidental power 
might not be exercised without the exercise of the 
main power—as the right to build foris, fortifica- 
tions, &c., might be constitutionally exercised with- 
out going to war, which was the main power, but 
the distinction was this—(and the gentleman had 
argued as if before a court of justice. Now, no one 
doubts that a court would hold any of these inci- 
dental powers constitutional, because they were 
necessary and proper, but every man had a tribu- 


| nal in his own kosom)—if this information was 


wanted for the purpose of exercising the taxing 
power; it is constitational; if not, it is a mere 
pretext. Could you build a fortification where it 
was not necessary and proper, to give balls in, 
whether in time of peace or war? 

The Chairman’s hammer fell. 

Mr. MORSE withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. FITCH moved to amend the first section 
of the bill, in the tenth line, after the words ** and 
in the tables annexed,” by adding the following 
words, ‘and all in Pennsylvania—how much per 
cent, protection is required to buy the manufac- 


i turing interests of that Siate for the support of a 


tariff’? 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, raised the 
question of order on the amendment. 

Mr. FITCH said, he presumed that it would 
be in order for him to submit any remarks which 
went to explain the amendment. The explana- 
tion he intended to make would be very brief. 

Mr. STRONG (interposing) desired, he said, 
to be informed by the Chair, whether the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Firea] 
had been ruled io hein order? 

The CHAIRMAN said, he had not yet read the 
amendment. And the Chair directed the amend- 
ment to be read. č 

Mr. RICHARDSON now raised the question 
of order, whether the gentleman had the right to 
move to strike out any part of the first section? 

The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order, 

The reading of the amendment was called for. 

And, having been read, 

The CHAIRMAN said, that he was under the 
necessity of ruling the amendment to be out of 
order. 

Mr. FITCH said, very well, it was-not mate- 
rial. He could reach his object in another wey. 
He moved to amend the first section of the bill, in 
the tenth Ime, by striking out the words, “in the 
tables annexed,” and inserting the words which 
he would send to the Chair., 

The CHAIRMAN. The motion is not in or- 
der. The gentleman can move to strike out, but 
cannot move to insert, 

Mr. RGOT called for the reading of the amend- 
ment. 

Some conversation followed ona point of order, 
whether the amendment had not been offered and 
decided before. s 

The CHAIR ruled the amendment to be in 
order. 

Mr. FITCH said, he should endeavor, under the 
rule which allowed five mihutea for the ee 

“he 
chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary, (Mr. 
Tuompson, of Pennsylvania,] who reported the 
bill, had taken oceasion in referring to the argument 
of his (Mr. F.’s) colleague, to stigmatize the citi- 
zens of indiana as being 

Mr. ROOT interposed, and submitted, as a point 


j of order to the Chair, that the gentleman was not 


speaking in explanation of his amendment. 

Mr. RICHARDSON inquired how it was pos- 
sible for the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Root] to 
know whatapplication of his remarks to the amend- 
ment the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Firea] was 
going to make? 
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The CHAIR said, that under the rule, the cus- 
tom had been that the gentleman spoke to the amend 
ment:which he had -offered. $ 

“Mr. FITCH said, if the gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Roor] would be patient for two minutes, he 
‘would find that he (Mr. F.) had a special applica- 
tion tó- make of the amendment. The reason he 
(Mr. Fy thought was a good one. If, on_hearing 
it, it should’ be found: not to be so, there would 

then be ample time to make the point of order. 
‘At the time, he had been interrupted, he was about 
to.say, that the chairman of the Committee on the 
Judiciary, who reported this bill, had said that if 
the bill was baited with land, it would catch the 
Hoosiers.. Now, he (Mr. F.) proposed to bait it 
with something that should catch the Pennsy!va- 
nians. If there was‘to be any bait at all in this 
bill, he knew not of any better mode of baiting it 
than that which he had indicated, and—— 

Mr. McCLERNAND interposed to a point of 
order. He submitted that the remarks of the gen- 
theman from Indiana [Mr. Fircu] were not remarks 
in explanation of the amendment, as contemplated 
by the rule. 

“Mr, FITCH said he meant no disrespect to the 
State of Pennsylvania; he intended merely to an- 
gwer the slander upon his own State. 

‘The CHAIRMAN. The remarks of the gen- 
tleman are certainly not in order. 

Mr. CARTTER rose to inquire of the Chair, 
whether it would be in order for him to move that 
a select committee of thirteen members be appointed 
to devise some mode of adjusting, on terms satis- |! 
factory to all parties, the controversy between the 
States of Indiana and Pennsylvania? [Laughter.] 

Objections were made by several members to 
any compromises. [Renewed laughter. } 

‘Mr. STRONG rose, he said, to a point of order. | 
He understood the Chair to have decided that the || 
gentemen from Indiana [Mr. Fircw] was out o. 
order, 

. The CHAIRMAN. The Chair ruled that the || 
course of remarks in which the gentleman was in- 
dulging was out of order. 

Mr. STRONG. There isarule of the House | 
which requires that a member who has been called 
to order shall take his seat; and that, if any mem 
ber object, he shall not be permitted to proceed 
without leave. - He (Mr. S.) called for the enforce- 
ment of the rule. 

Mr. HALL moved that the gentleman from In- 
diana [Mr. Fircy] have leave to proceed in order | 

The question was taken, and decided the affirm- 
ative, without a division. i 

So leave was given to Mr. Frrcu to proceed in | 
order. i 

Mr. FITCH resumed the floor. He said, that || 
order in this House was a thing so indefinite and į! 
equivocal, that he did not profess very well to | 
know when he was in order, and when not. He i 
was not aware of one solitary item in the history i| 
of the State of Indiana, which could justify, or in 
any degree extenuate even, the allegation of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. THompson;] | 
nor—— i 

Mr. ROOT interposed to a point of order. He | 
desired to know what the remarks of the gentle- | 
man had to do with the amendment which he had |; 
proposed ? li 

The CHAIRMAN said, that the remarks of the | 
gentleman from Indiana were not.in order. i 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland. Let us hear him. 
Mr. Chairman, I move that the gentleman have | 
leave to proceed in his remarks out of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair doubts whether | 
such a motion-is in order. 

Mr. McLANE. By unanimous consent, then; i| 
I move that the gentleman have the unanimous 
consent of the committee to proceed out of order, | 

The CHAIRMAN, If there is no objection, 
the Chair supposes that the gentleman can proceed. || 

Mr. RUMSEY inquired whether, if the genile- |! 
man should be allowed to proceed, he would be | 

limited by the five minutes’ rule? 

Objections were made to the motion of Mr. Mc- | 
Lane. 

Mr. HOUSTON made an. inquiry similar to | 
that indicated by Mr. Rumsey. 

Mr. FITCH addressed the Chair. 

Mr. CARTER inguired of the Chair, whether | 
the gentleman from Indiana had not already over- | 

‘reached the five minutes allowed by the rule? l; 
„Mr. FITCH. Well, | have only to say, that | 


if land is a good bait with which to catch Hoo- I 


i 


} 
f 


{ 
i 
q 


siers, they never could be caught by the carcass of 
a rotten United States Bank. : 

Calls to order. 

The hammer fell. J f 

The amendment was withdrawn. __ , : 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, with the 
intention of replying to Mr. Fircn, renewed the 
amendment, but withdrew it, objections having | 
been made to his proceeding with his remarks. 

No further amendment: was offered to the sec- 
tion. fife: ae f 

The second section of the bill was then read, as 
follows: ; 

ESEC.. And beit further enacted, That each of said 
marshals shall, before entering upon his duties, take and 
subscribe the following oath, before any circuit or district 
judge of the United States, to wit: $ 

soy, — ——, marshal of the district of ——, do sol- 
emnly swear [or affirm] that { will enumerate, or cause to 
be enumerated, all the inhabitants of said distri¢t, and will 
collect, or cause to be collected, the other statistical in- 
formation within the same, and wil) faithfully. perform all 
the duties enjoined on me by the act providing for the ta- 
king of the seventh census. . 

« And when duly authenticated by the said magistrate, 
he shall deposit a copy thereof, so authenticated, with the Í 
said Secretary of the Intetior, and no marshal shall pre- 
sume to discharge any of the duties herein required, until 
he has taken and subscribed this oath, and forwarded a 
copy as aforesaid.” 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, moved to 


amend the section, in the fourth line, by striking |/ 


out the words, ** before any circuit or district 
judge of the United States,” and inserting the words 
“ before any officer authorized to administer an 
oath.” 

Mr. T. explained that the object of the amend- 
ment was simply to enable the oath to be taken į 
| before any judge or justice in the neighborhood in 
| which the marshal might reside. a 

Mr. ROSS suggested to his colleague [Mr. | 
Tuompson]} so to modify the amendment as to | 
‘add, after the word *‘ authorized,” the words | 
| e by law.” 

Mr. THOMPSON accepted the modification. 

And the amendment was modified accordingly. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, made an inquiry of 
Mr. Tuompson as to the precise character of his | 
amendment. i 

Mr. THOMPSON explained. | 

Mr. HARRIS said he could see no necessity | 
for striking out the words as they stand in the | 


bill. i 


Mr. PUTNAM offered an amendment as a 
substitute for the modified amendment of Mr. 
Tuompson. 
the words in the bill, the words “ or before any | 
judge or justice of the supreme court of the State |; 
in which the marshal may reside, ” i 


The amendment having been read, if 
Mr. PUTNAM signified his intention to modify | 
it, and, after a suggestion by Í 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, 

Mr. P. modified the amendment so as to read, ! 
‘tor before any judge of a court of record.” 4 

Mr. MARSHALL said it occurred to him that 1 
there might be some misapprehension on this | 
point. i 

The CHAIR interposed with the remark, that !! 
the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Marsna.y] :: 
could only proceed by first offering an amendment. |: 

Mr. MARSHALL had risen (he said) to call £ 
the attention of the committee to the fact that this 
oath applied only to marshals and not to assistant | 
marshals. i 

The question was stated to be on the modified 
substiture of Mr. Purwam. 

Mr. WILSON rose to suggest that the matter 
was not understood in his part of the House. 
Che proceeded to say) gentlemen would refer to the | 
tenth section of the bill 


| 
| 


The CHAIR interposed, and said that no re- | 
i marks were in order. 


Mr. MARSHALL. 


The CHAIR, (interposing.) Noamendment i 


in order; there is an amendment to an amendment - 


pending. 


nan ace that it is not competent to go. 


LL called for the reading of the clause 


|i of the section, and of the proposed amendments. | 


He thought the proposition Was not understood ir 
= a 1 
that part of the Hall, 


The clause and amendments were read. 

Mr. RUMSEY asked for the reading of a part 
of the tenth section of the bill, that it might be 
seen how the matter stood with the assistant 
marshals. 

The CHAIR. Itisnotinorder. | 

Mr. RUMSEY asked the unanimous consent of 
the committee that the portion might be read; 

Objections were made. 

Mr. PUTNAM. Fora special purpose ł now 
withdraw my substitute. . 

Mr. MARSHALL (on a pro forma amendment) 
moved to strike out the word ‘ judge.”’ 

In explanation, Mr. M. said that the section pre- 
scribed that the marshals of. the State or district 
should take an oath before the circuit or district 
judge. He thought that the bill ought to provide 
that the oath should be taken before a federal 
judge. The assistant marshals were not required 
by this section to take the oath—— 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, (interpos- 
ing.) Will the gentleman allow me? 

Mr. MARSHALL yielded the floor. 

Mr. THOMPSON. I will withdraw my amend- 
ment, as the other has been withdrawn. 

So the amendment was withdrawn. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, renewed 
(he said) the amendment of his colleague, [Mr. 
T'Hompson,] and he would say one word in ex- 


| planation. 


Mr. MARSHALL interposed and claimed the 
floor. He had, he said, offered an amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN said, that the Chair had un- 
derstood the gentleman as yielding the floor. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I yielded, as Í supposed, 
for explanation, to the gentleman from Pennsylva- 


| nia, [Mr. Twomrson.] But J do not insiat. 


The question recurring on the amendment of 
Mr. Srevens, of Pennsylvania, 
Mr. S. resumed. He said, he thought that the 


|| amendment which had been proposed was right. 
ij In many places the marshal lived two hundred 


miles from the district judge. lt was so in Penn- 
sylvania. Under these circumstances, the marsha} 
would have to travel two hundred miles to take the 


j| oath, a copy of which was sent to him and which 


he could not, therefore, mistake. Any man could 
administer the oath. Ifthe amendment of the gen- 
tleman from New York [Mr. Purnam] prevailed, 
it would exclude all the magistrates and aldermen 
in Pennsylvania, for they were none of them judges 


i l| of courts of record, such as were known to the 
The substitute proposed to add to !! 


common law, or contemplated by the amendment 
of the gentleman from New York. He (Mr. S.) 
saw no reason for rejecting the amendment of his 
colleague, and hoped that 4t would be adopted. 

Mr. PUTNAM. Irenew the amendment which 
I withdrew. i 

The CHAIR. Then the question stands pre- 
cisely as it did some minutes since. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr, Putnam, and was decided in the negative. 

So the amendment was rejected, 

The question then recurring on the amendment 
of Mr. STEVENS, 

Mr. HAYMOND offered a substitute, as fol- 
lows: “ or before any judge or justice of the peace 
of the State or Ferritory in which he resides.” 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was rejected. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 


of Mr. Stevens, and decided in the negative with- 


; outa division. 

; So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. MEADE moved an amendment to strike 
If}, out between the sixth and the ninth lines, the 


words ‘€ enumerate, or cause to be enumerated, all 
he inhabitants of said district, and will collect, or 


1 Is it in order for me to` 
; move to strike out so much of the substitute. 


i 

4 
Si 
i 

! 


cause to be collected, the other statistical informa- 
tion within the same, and will,” and to insert in 

ii lieu thereof the words “to the best of my ability.” 

| So as to read I” &e., “do solemnly swear (or 
affirm) that I will, to the best of my ability, faith- 
fully perform,” &c. 

He explained that he moved this amendment 
| because, under the section as it now stood, the 
‘| marshal was required to swear to do that which it 
was impossible for him to do. 

i Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, suggested 
‘to the gentleman from Virginia simply to add at 


i 


ʻi the end of the oath prescribed, the words to the 


i 
li 
it 


i 
f 
i 


best of my abiity’—which, he said, would ac- 
{, complish the object which the gentleman had in 
i| view. 
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Mr. MEADE declined to accept the suggestion, 
referring the amendment in the form which he 
Pad proposed. : , 

Mr. DUNCAN called for a division fof the 
question, so as to vote first on striking out and 
then on inserting. 

The CHAIRMAN said the motion to strike out 
and insert was not divisible. 

The question was taken, and the amendment was 
rejected. 

Mr. MEADE moved then to amend by simply 
inserting in the 6th line before the word ** enumer- 
ate,” the words “ to the best of my ability.” 

Mr. FOWLER moved to amend the amendment 
by inserting in lieu of the words proposed by Mr. 

_ Mang, the word “ faithfully.” Ele, however, 
subsequently withdrew his amendment. 


The question was taken on Mr. Meape’samend- | 


ment, and tellers having been ordered, viz: Messrs. 
Henry and Beate, they reported, ayes 70. 

The question was given up by the negatives 
without a count. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, 

A verbal amendment was agreed to, to substitute 

for the word ‘ magistrate” in the 12th line the 

word “judge.” 


A similar amendment was agreed to, on motion ji 


of Mr. Tuompson, of Pennsylvania, to strike out 
in the 14th line the words “ presume to.” 

Mr. PHELPS moved an amendment to add at 
the end of the section the following: “ And. the 
oath required by this section may he taken before 
the judge of any court of record.” 

He said, although an amendment somewhat 


similar to this had been proposed and rejected by ; 


the committee, he was of opinion that some such 
provision should be introduced into the bill. 


oath to be taken by the marshal should be admin- 
istered by the judge of a United States court. 
The CHAIRMAN interposed, and stated that 
upon examination of the amendment, he felt 
bound to rule it out cf order, because it was pre- 
cisely the same amendment, in the same words, 
that had been rejected by the committee. 
Mr. PHELPS said he would modify it verbally 
in any way, so as to bring it withia the rule. 
This inconvenience (he continued) would arise: 
if the judge of the United States court should 
happen to be absent from this time to the Ist of 
June—the time for the marshals to enter upon the 
discharge of their.duties—the marshal (of a State 
in which there was but one United States judge) 
would be obliged to go into another- State to find 
another judge, or to hunt up his own judge. In 
his own State, where there was but ane United 
States judge, he knew that the judge intended to 
be absent. To avoid this unnecessary inconve- 
nience, and perhaps defeat of the law, he moved 
his amendment, and would modify it as follows: 
* And the oath required by this section may he taken be- 
fore a judge of any court of record of any State or Terri- 
tory.” 


Mr. MORSE said, if the Chair held the amend- 


ment of the gentleman from Missouri to be in or- | 
der, an amendment could properly be moved to | 


that amendment. He therefore moved to amend 
the gentleman’s amendment, so as to provide that 
the oath might be taken before any person author- 
ized to administer an oath. 

He proceeded to say that he saw no necessity at 
all for administering an oath to the marshal,-for 
upon entering upon office he took an oath faithfully 
to discharge all the d 
They imposed upon 
quired him to take an additional oath; but they 


did not design to keep a record of that fact. No- || 
body pretended that if he did not take the oath i! 


in due form it would invalidate his action. He 
saw no necessity for requiring the marshal to 
take an additional oath; but if it were required, 
he thought they should be satisfied if it were taken 
before any person authorized to administer an 
oath. 

The CHAIRMAN (upon further reflection) 
ruled out of order both the amendment of Mr. 
Puewps and that'of Mr. Morss, 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, moved to 
amend the section by inserting in the fourth line, 
after the word ‘ United States,” the words “or 
before any justice of the peace authorized by law 
to administer an oath.” 


The CHAIRMAN, remarking that this amend- | 


ries required of him by law. ' ss 
im additional duties, and re- ‘| PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were ` 


presented under the rule, and referred to the appro- |: 


Iti 
was provided, as the section now stood, that the | 


ment varied from that previously rejected, ruled 
it to be in order. 
Mr. HALL moved to amend the amendment of 


“any judge of a court of record authorized by 
law to administer an oath.” 

The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment to the 
amendment out of order. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, moved to amend 
the amendment of Mr. Srevens, by inserting in 
lieu of it the words, “ or before any judge of any 
State court.” i 

The amendment of Mr. Evaxs,and the amend- 
ment as amended, were agreed to. 


second section. 

The great dificulty, he said, in getting this sec- 
tion right, was that gentlemen had different opin- 
ions as to who should administer the oath to the 


at all for administering an additional oath to these 
Officers. The Jaw of the land required that the 
marshal, before he entered upon the discharge of 
the duties of his office, should take an oath faith- 
fully to execute all lawful precepts directed to 
him, and in all things, without partiality or preju- 
dice, faithfully to discharge the duties of his office 
“according tolaw. [He read the form of the oath.] 
Now if duties were imposed upon him by subse- 
-quent Jaw, he was as much bound to execute them 
as if the law had been in forze prior to his enter- 
ing upon his office. A judge might, with the same 
propriety, be required to take a new oath to faith- 
fully administer every law passed after he entered 


was required to take this additional oath. He 
saw no necessity at all for this additional oath, 
especially as he had precious little faith in prom- 
issory oaths, 
case of an individual being prosecuted for perjury 
for the violation of a promissory oath. 

Mr. MARSHALL (Mr. J. yielding for expla- 
nation) asked, in case a marshal who took an oath 
two years ago to discharge his ‘duties, made false 
returns under this law, if he could be prosecuted 
for perjury, unless he had taken the oath which 
was proposed in this bill to discharge his duties 
under this act? 
| Mr. JONES. I suppose so. 

Mr. MARSHALL. Clearly not. 

Mr. JONES. There are official duties imposed 
upon him by law, and before entering upon office 
he took an oath faithfully to discharge all duties 
required of him by law. 

Mr. HARRIS, of. Ilinois, inquired of the gen- 
tleman if every previous census bill had not re- 
quired such an oath to be taken? 

Mr. JONES replied that that might be, but it 
was no reason why they should not correct the 
errors of former Congresses. 

As he had before said, he had but little faith in 
promissory oaths. Ifthe marshal were an honest 
man, he would perform this duty correctly accord- 


be imposed upon him would not make the matter 


sory oaths. 


j 
| rejected. 

Pending further action— 

On motion, the committee rose, and 
The House adjourned. 


priate committees: - 


Ebenezer Jayne, of Pendleton county, Kentucky, who was 
| Shot through the head and wounded in the leg, at the batile 
| of Lundy’s Lane, and who was rendered thereby lame and 
i 


sion from eight to sixteen dollars per month. 


wounded soldier af the Mexican war, asking a pension. 
By Mr. GOTT: The memorial of John Matthews and 
others, cilizens of Oswego county, New York, against the 
admission of more slave States into the Union. 
Also, the memoria! of citizens of Onondaga county, New 
York, for the same purpose. 
| Also, the memorial of citizens of Onondaga county, New 
| York, for repeal of laws enacted by Congress for the sup- 
port of slavery in the District of Columbia. 
Also, the memorial of citizens of the same place, for 
| freedom in the territories, 


NGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. Srevens by inserting in lieu of it the words | 


Mr. JONES moved to strike out the entire | 


marshals. Now he thought there was no necessity | 


upon the discharge of his duties, as a marshal | 


He had never yet heard of but one | 


ing to the best of his knowledge and ability; iif he |: 
| were a dishonest man, all the oaths which could | 


any better; and it was, in his opinion, idle for the 
Congress of the United States to require promis- | 


The question was taken, and the amendment was | 


| 
i 
| 
! By Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky: The memorial of 
t 


; partially deaf, dumb, and blind, asking an increase of pen- ; 


Also, the memorial of William Gracy, of Kentucky, a 


Also, the memorial of citizens of the same place, for trial 
hy jury to alleged fugitives. 

Also, the memorial of citizens of Essex county, New 
York, for cheap postage. 

By Mr. WALDO: ‘The petition of Israel 
and 32 others, electors of the county of Tolland, Connécticut, 
| praying for a uniform rate of postage, not to exceed one cent 
on newspapers and two cents on each prepaid letter of 
half an ounce, for all distances. 

By Mr. HIBBARD: The petition of Hannah Phelps, 
widow of Samuel Phelps, a revolutionary soldier, late of 
Byron, Maine, praying for a pension, 

By Mr. FOWLER: The petitions of citizens of Bristol, 
| Warren, Newport, and Providence, Rhode Island; and of 
| Fall River, Massachusetts; and of New York, praying that 
j| a beacon light-bouse be erected on Sandy Point, on Provi- 
i dence Island, in Narraganset bay. A 
| By Mr. FETCH: The petition of members of the “ Teach- 
{| ers’ Institate’? of Northern Indiana, in’ session April 16, 
{| 1850, at La Porte, asking a reduction of postage to two cents 
| per half ounce on prepaid matter. 

Also, two several petitions of citizens of Kosciusko county, 
Indiana, asking that no State be hereafter admitted into the 
Union unless the constitution of such State prohibit slavery 3 
and that slavery be prohibited in ail the United States ter- 
ritories. 


E. Hutchinson 


IN SENATE, 
- Wepnespay, May 1, 1850. 


The*VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Commissioner of 
Patents, being part No. 2 of his annual report for 
the year 1849, containing agricultural statistics, 
general view of American agriculture, agricultural 
meteorology, report of Professor Lewis C. Beck 
on the breadstuffs of the United States, reports and 
letters relating to crops, miscellaneous communi- 
cations, analytical tables, statistical tables, &c. 

Mr. SEWARD moved that the reading of the 
communication be dispensed with, and that it be 
referred to the Committee on Patents. 

Mr. TURNEY moved that thirty thousand ad- 
ditional copies be printed for the use of the Senate, 
and five hundred for the use of the Patent Office; 
which motion was referred to the Committee on 
Printing. 

CREDENTIALS OF HON. JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


Mr. FOOTE, in consequence of an error being 
discoveted in the credentials of the Hon. Jerrer~ 
son Davis, of Mississippi, elected a Senator from 
that State for the constitutional term of six years, 
from the 4th of March, 1851, which were pre- 
| sented yesterday, asked leave to withdraw them 
i from the files of the Senate, and that the Journal 
i be so amended as not to state the fact that they 
; had been presented. The error consisted in the 
| use of a wrong figure, 1852 instead of 1851, as 
the period when the honorable Senator’s next term 
will commence, the correction of which renders it 
| necessary to return the credentials to Mississippi. 
The motion was agreed to. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


| Mr. PEARCE presented the memorial of Bene- 
dict J. Heard, asking indemnity for losses sus- 
tained in consequence of the destruction of his 
property by the enemy in the last war with Great 
| Britain; which was referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

Mr. PRATT presented the memorial of the 
heirs of John Chalmers, asking indemnity for 
French spoliations prior to 1800; which was or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented a memorial of 
| citizens of the State of iowa, asking a grant of 
i land to aid in the construction of a railroad from 
‘| Davenport to Council Bluffs; which was referred 
i to the Committee on Public Lands. 
ji BILL ON LEAVE. 
|| Mr. YULEE, in pursuance of notice, asked 
i and obtained leave to iatroduce a bill to provide 
additional rules of settlement in the adjustment of 
accounts for supplies furnished to~volunteers in 
the service of the United States; which was read a 
first and second time by its title, and referred to 
. the Committee on Military Affairs. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. WALKER submitted the following reso- 
| lution for consideration, which lies over under the 


rules: 7 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State he required to in- 
form the Senate what measures he has taken upon the me- 
morial of Ladislas Wankowits, great grand nephew of 
| General Thaddeus Koscinsko, and Gaspard ‘Toehman, at- 
torney of the heirs of General Kosciusko, complaining 
against Alexander ce Bodisco, Minister from Russia, ac- 
eredited to this Government. 


Mr. BORLAND submitted the following reso- 


fee 
i 


| 
H 


lution, which was considered. by unanimous con- 
gent and agreed tor ; 
pened: Tiat the Secretary of. War be directed to com- 
iinieate fo.the Senate the report of Captain Marey, ofthe | 
United States army, of his expedition from Fort Smith, Ar- 
kansas, to Santa Fé, including his return tip, fn command 
ot à detachment of United States troops, during the year 
1849. : 


: INCREASE OF THE ARMY. 
“Mr, DAVIS, of Mississippi, moved to. post- 
pone the prior orders, and take up for considera- 
tion the bill to increase the rank and-file of the 
army, and tò encourage enlistments, as he appre- 
hended.it would lead to.no debate. o 000a 
‘The motion having been agreed.to, the bill was 
considered in Committee’of the Whole; and, no 
amendment. having been offered, it was ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, and was subse- 
quently read a third time and passed. 
“HE SIR JOHN FRANKLIN EXPEDITION. 


< Mer. MILLER moved to postpone all prior or- 
fers and take up the joint resolution from the 
House authorizing the President of the United 
States to accept and attach to the navy twd essels 
offered by Henry Grinnell, Esq., of New York, to 
beisent. to the Arctic seas in search of Sir John 
Franklin and his companions. 

Mr. YULEE. Mr. President, I wonld suggest 
tothe Senator who makes this motion, that the 
Senator from Indiana, [Mr. Brieut,] who mani- 
fested an interest in this matter when the subject 
was heretofore before the Senate, is not now in his 
seat, and that he had better suspend his motion 
until that Senator shall be present. 

Mr. MILLER. I would do so, sir, with great 
pleasure, but for two facts; first, the resolution 
should be acted. upon immediately, and, secondly, 
I do not understand the Senator from Indiana as 
intending any’ further opposition. > 

Mr. CLAY. Ithink I feel myself authorized to 
say that the Senator from Indiana will not make 
any further opposition, if it can be said to be op- 

osition that he made before to this resolution. If 
itis to be passed, it seems to me that it slfould be 
passed immediately. In a very few days the ves- 
gels will take their departure, and therefore I hope 
the resolution will be taken up, and I shall be 
happy to find that it meets with general concur- 
rence.’ ` 

‘The motion was agreed to, and the resolution 
was considered, as follows: 

- Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Vuited States in Congress assembied, That the President be 
and he is hereby authorized and directed to reecive from 
Henry Grinnell, of the city of New York, the two vessels 
prepared by him for an expedition in search of Sir Jou 
Franklin and his companions, and to detail from the navy 
such commissioned and warrant officers and so many sea- 
men as may be necessary for said expedition, and who may | 
be willing to engage therein. ‘The said officers and men 
shall be furnished with suitable rations, at the d rection of 
thé President, fora period not exceeding three years, and 
shall have the use of such necessary instruments as are now 
on hand and ean be spared from the navy, to be accounted 
for or returned by the officers who shall reerive the same. 

Resolved further, That the said vessels, officers, and men 
shall bein all respects under the laws and regulations of the 
navy of the United States until heir return, when the said 

vessels shall be delivered to the said Henry Grinnell: Pro- 
vided, Thatthe United States shall not be liable toany elaim || 
for compensation in case of the loss, damage, or deteriora- 
tion of the said vessels, or either of them, fron any cause or 
jin any menner whatever, nor be liable to any demand for 
the use or risk of the said vessels, or either of them. 

Mr. CLAY. I beg leave to say a few words | 
only in support of this resolution, The navigator | 
whose fate has interested so large a portion of the 
world, went upon his perilous expedition not mere- | 
ly for the sake of his own country, or his own 
fame, but for the general good of mankind, and of 
the commercial world of all mankind; and it does, 
therefore, seem to me peculiarly proper and expe- 
dient, that the interest which is taken in his fate 
should not be confined merely to the country from 
which he went, but that it should be coextensive 
with christendom, and all those parts of the world 
which could possibly be benefited, if he bad suc- 
ceeded in that expedition, I think, therefore, that 
upon that ground, the resolution should be adopted, 
Although I accord in the expressipn of opinion | 
urged aghinst the union of a public and individual | 
enterprise generally, yet, in a case of this kind, I 
should hope that would not be permitted to pre- } 
vent the passage of this resolution. Indeed, it! 
appears to me, that when any one of our merchants | 
displays a spirit of enterprise and humanity, such 
as has been manifested on the part of the unpre- | 


the world. In consideration of the nature of the 
enterprise, and of the high character of this body, 
which, above all others in the whole world, should 
seize on every opportunity to aid in such a noble 
enterprise, I trust the Senate will not hesitate to 
give its sanction to it. : 

Mr. KING. No one, Mr. President, can feel 
more sensibly than I do the importance of taking 
some steps to ascertain whether that distinguished 
navigator is living or dead. I was pleased to see 
a manifestation of a disposition on the part of this 
Government, so far as ithad the power, to engage 
in an enterprise to ascertain that fact, and if living 
to rescue him and his companions from the dan- 
gers that surround them. I think it becomes all 
civilized nations to turn their attention to that one 
single object, independent of any information that 
might be derived from the researches of the expe- 
dition. I am willing to accord to the gentleman 
who seems to'be prominent in this matter the most 
praiseworthy motives, and if I could think it proper 
to mingle up the affairs of an individual with those. 
of the Government of the United States, I would 
unhesitatingly vote for this proposition. But I 
hold that the Government of the United States 


with a private individual. |I hold that you should 
not place the officers and seamen of the United 
States under the control of any private individual 
whatever, 
They go out under him, and are subject to his 
directions, and are in fact under his control and 
command. Is it not better that the Government 
of the United States should take the subject into 
its own hands and make a liberal appropriation? 


ought not in any case to connect itself in this way |, 


This resoiution will have that effect. | 


obliged, for want of authority to build the ships, 
| to forego further action on this noble enterprise, 
ii until Congress should meet and authorize the ex- 
i| pedition. i f 

| In the mean time, Mr. Grinnell, one of the most 
i] respectable and worthy merchants of the city of 
New York, understanding the difficulty that the 
|| Government had in fitting out the expedition, has 
i| gone to work, and with his own means has built 
two small vessels especially prepared for the ex- 
i| pedition; and he now most generously tenders 
| them to the Government, not to be under his own 
control, but the control of the Government, and to 
I| be made part of the navy of the United States. The 
|; honorable Senator from Alabama [Mr. Kine] ig 
i| mistaken with regard tọ the terms and effect of 
|| this resolution. ‘This resolution places these two 
|i ships under -the control of the Government, ag 
‘much so as if they were built expressly for the 
i navy of the United States. ‘Their direction, their 
li fitting out, their ofiicers and men, are all to be 
|! under the control of the Executive. Their officers 


i know that the same feeling would forbid him to 
i make merchandise of that which he has devoted 
to humanity. He offers them for this great 
i cause; they are his property, prepared for this 
i| enterprise, and he offers them to us to be used by 
i; the Government in this great undertaking. We 
must either accept them for the purpose to which 
ii he has dedicated them, or reject them altogether. 
i: If we refuse these ships, we will defeat the whole 
enterprise, and lose all opportunity of participa- 
tion in a work of humanity which now commands 
i| the attention of the world. 

‘| If we refer this resolution back to the commit- 


f tee, and they report a bill authorizing Government 
1} to build ships to carry on the expedition on its 
{| own account, it would be attended with very great 


I would vote for the largest appropriation neces- | delay, and, in my opinion, defeat the object we 
sary to purchase suitable ships. If the ships of || havein view. Iva case of this kind, time is every- 


| private individual. 


Mr. Grinnell can be purchased, let it be done, and | thing. It must be done speedily, if done at all, 
man them with officers of the navy, the most gal- || Every hour’s*delay may be worth the life of a 
lant in the service, and send with them such sea- . man. Sir John Frankliw and his companions 
men as may be willing and fit for the service, and | may have ere this perished, but our hope is that 
then it will be worthy of our aim. But it seems ` they are still livingin some narrow sea, imprisoned 
to me it is letting it down to connect it with any ; by walls of ice, where our succor may yet reach 
Highly as I regard the ob- ‘them. But, sir, whetherour hopes are fallacious 
ject—werthy of this Government, or any other | or not, the public feeling—the feeling of humani- 
civilized Government as it is—I feel compelled to | ty—is that the fate of Sir John Franklin should, 
vote against this resolution in its present shape. |. if possible, be ascertained, and as soon as possible, 
If the suggestion I make is approved, and honor- :: The public mind will never be satisfied till an ex- 
able Senators so express themselves, L will move | pedition from this country, or from some other 
its recommitment to the committee, that they may |: country, shall have ascertained that fate. I there- 


| report a bill carrying ont the suggestions that I |; fore trust that this resolution, as itis, will be acted 


have made—that the Government of the United | upon at once, and that it will receive a unanimous 


States may carry out the expedition at its own | 
expense, and that we may not mix ourselves asa ` 
Government with the enterprise of any individual. | 
I shall not make this motion tili Í ascertain whether 
this suggestion meets with the approbation of Sen- 
ators, and if it does, I will make the motion to 
recommit it for that object. 

Mr. MILLER. I prefer that the Government ' 
should have the entire control of this enterprise; 
but, sir, | do not think that can be accomplished; : 
at all events, it cannot within the time required to 
produce the good results which are to be hoped 
from this expedition. It is well known to all that: 
the uncertain fate of Sir John Franklin and his! 
companions, has attracted the attention and called 
forth the sympathies of the civilized world. This 
Government, sir, has not been indifferent to the 
call. An application, an appeal was made to this 
Government of no ordinary character; one which ` 
was cheerfully entertained by the President, and 
which he was anxious should be complied with, 
But it is known to the country and to the Senate, . 
that although the President had every disposition : 
to send out an expedition in search of Sir John 


E 


‘tending, madest, and highly warthy gentleman 


no ships fitted for the oepasion, and that the Ex- 


ranklin, it was found upon inquiry that we had» 


vote of the Senate. 

Mr. FOOTE. During the last spring many of 
our citizens were gladdened by the declaration, on 
the partofthe Executive branch of the Government, 
thal a proper sympathy was felt for the distin- 
guished navigater whose fate is now the subject 
of so much anxious apprehegsion, and for his suf- 

: fering family and friends; and when the Executive, 
through a former letter of the Secretary of State, 
: which most of us read with delight and admira- 
tion at the time, declared his determination to do 
| RÌ that his constitutional power would allow him 
to do, to accomplish the great ohjeet for the attain- 
ment of which this resolution is now pressed upon 
us, I do believe that there was not a generous-° 
spirited man in America who did not reccho the 
sympathetic sentiments contained in that letter, 
and who would not have heen willing to justify 
the Executive in the course of policy therein 
marked out; at least so far as justification could 
‘be afforded without violating a proper sense of 
constitutional propriety. Sir, E regret to say that 
the magnificent promises thus held out have not 
; been executed, but have most unfortunately failed 
of their accomplishment. All those generous an- 
: icipations awakened in the minds of our country- 


1850. 


men, and in the minds of the civilized. world, were 


doomed to a fatal and most discreditable disap- 
pointment. The Government of the United States 
suddenly found its energies all shrivelled and 
wasted away, its strength diminished to a state of 
perfect impotency for the accomplishment of this 
generous scheme of sympathy, so boldly planned 
and s9 pompously announced. The Government 
of the United States could not find ships in our 
navy suited to the great pu rpose, the attainment of 
which seemed so desirable to the Executive and 
his Cabinet advisers. I will not undertake to 
gainsay this avowal of inability on the part of 
the nation which has been so formally vouched; it 
would be ungracious in me to do so; but I beg 
leave to say that I deemed it unfortunate at the 
time—and { think all will admit now that it was 
unfortunate—that the Executive and his Cabinet 
-council did not look a little more closely into the 
matter, as practical men, before they undertook to 
enlist in a project, however generously conceived, 
which they had not first ascertained their ability 
to accomplish, They should have well explored 
all the difficulties of the scheme before they ven- 
tured to commit thernselves and the nation in the 
presence of the civilized world. . It is certainly 
not a little deplorable that they did not ascertain 
that they could do something in a spirit and man- 
ner that became this august Republic, before they 
undertook to awaken a general anticipation, which, 
afier all, has been so signally defeated. Before 
they challenged the whole civilized world to be- 
hold and to. admire the magnanimous scheme of 
relief in which they had resolved to enlist for the 
regcue of the distinguished Sir John Franklin, 
cruelly imprisoned, as my friend from New Jersey 
has said, amidst huge mountains of ice, they ought 
to have been well assured that they themselves 
would not be compelled to recoil from their own 
scheme, either by want of ability or dread of pop- 
ular condemnation. I wish, I say, sir, that they 
had looked with a somewhat keener scrutiny into 
this matter, in its inception—because this affair, 
as now presented, does look a little like an instance 
of solemn trifling with a great and interesting un- 
dertaking. Lt cannot but be considered by many, 
that the President and his Cabinet advisers have 
at least committed themselves quite hastily, with- 
out due consideration (and as some may suppose, 
but as I do not expressly charge, disgracefully,) 
and in a manner somewhat unstatesmanlike. 
Such, at least, is the appearance of the affair at 
present; and in accordance with this view of the 
matter, I know that many of our citizens of high 
standing have expressed themselves orally and in 
writing. Others, agaip, have thought and asserted 
that the execution of this scheme was declined 
from a dread of responsibility to the people of the 
United States, who might perchance, after all, con- 
demn instead of approving it. Certain it is that 
it was carped at by certain newspaper editors; cer- 
tain it is that the President and his Cabinet were 
censured, as I then thought, more or less ungener- 
ously; certain it is that the scheme of the Admin- 
istration, as originally projected, has not been 
executed; nor does it now seem desirable to its 
friends and supporters here that it should be exe- 
cuted at all, at least in that national spirit in which 
it was first conceived and announced to the world. 
Now, sir, what is it proposed that we shall do? 
It is proposed that, inasmuch as the Government 
of the United States has become suddenly be- 
dwarfed in its faculties, and has lost all its efi- 
ciency for the execution of a noble undertaking, 
that has once found favor in its eyes; and, inas- 
much as this Government, whose naval power is 
now the object of admiration to all nations, is not 
able to supply ships suited to an interesting pur- 
pose of exploration; or, perchance, since pecuni- 
ary means for the execution of this grand scheme 
are not possessed by the Government, one Mr. 
Grinnell—a_ respectable man, I admit—a man ot 
wealth, doubtless, for so the fact is asserted to be 
by honorable Senators here—is to be allowed to 
step inand monopolize the whole glory of the pro- 
ject; that he, whose arms are stronger than the 
arms of a nation; he, whose purse is more fully 
replenished with gold than that of one of the rich- 
est nations in the world, shall be allowed to fit out 
the expedition according to his own individaal 
judgment, whilst this Government shall become, 
nota dormant partner, (that would be bad enough,) 
but shall become an openly declared, but yet a de- 
cidedly subordinate partner in the concern: so far 


| 
| 
| 
: 


at least as to supply officers, sailors, and so forth, 


| which were not anticipated even when the indi- 
| vidual who urged the Government to engage in the 


according to the terms of this resolution; ‘thus 
yielding all the honor of the expedition to Mr. 
Grinnell and subjecting itself in all likelihood to 
the pecuniary losses which may be’ incurred, 
should it turn out in the end that this expedition 
is not successful. Certain, or next to certain it is, 
that if any vessel shall be lost, or if any great 
pecuniary injury shall ensue from the adoption of 
this resolution and the sailing of this expedition, 
we shall be cailed upon, as has been the case in 


opinion concerning. the mode of carrying them 
into execution. ‘Since’ this is so generally ‘the 
case, the rule which I always adopt, and which 
seems to be a safe one, is, that where I cannot 


| have my own way of obtaining a great ‘public 


object, | will accept the best other way which 
opens before me. Now, | cordially agree with 
{those honorable Senators who would have pre- 
ferred that at some appropriate time, and in some 
proper and unobjectionable manner, the Govern- 
ment should have moved for the attainment of 


every instance of this kind heretofore, to answer 
for alilosses. — y 4 
Mr. MILLER, (in his seat.) That is provided 
for. 
Mr. FOOTE. Į understand that, and I know 
too that similar provision has been made before; 
yet we have been called on to remunerate losses 


enterprise expressed a willingness to save the 
Government from all losses. . 

Now, I undertake to say that the Government 
cannot engage in this enterprise without a serious 
loss of dignity at least. Iam not willing that 
this Government should play second fiddle to Mr. 
Grinnell or anybody else, or that, after having 
originated the project, in its more national aspect, 
it shall be called on to follow the lead of Mr. Grin- 
nell, with laggard and faltering steps, confessing 
all the while its feebleness and impotency, and its 
dependence upon Mr. Grinnell. No, sir; if any- 
thing is to be done, let it bë done with a due regard 
to the honor of the nation, and with a full view of 
the responsibility connected with our acts; let the 
Government proceed with a deliberate and resolved 
willingness to meet all responsibility which may 
be connected with its own chosen policy. I de- | 
sire, if we are to do a good act, that we shall per- | 
form it with a proper regard to the honor of the 
Republic, and ihat we may so demean ourselves in ; 
performing it as not to become the laughing-stock 
of the civilized world. 

I have heard it said that the British Government 
has already done as much as is necessary towards | 


i this object as a Government, and have made it 
i exclusively the act of the nation. And I would 
| have preferred this, not so much on account 
i of the glory that it is supposed would have fol- 
| lowed it, as because of the beneficence of the cn- 
i terprise. Enterprises which spring from a desire 
| of glory are very apt to end in disappointment. 
| True national glory is always safely attained by 
| prosecuting beneficent designs, whatever may be 
| their success. ! say, sir, then, that I would have 
| preferred the alternative suggested; but the fact is, 
| without stopping to inquire where the fault lies, or 
whether there be fault at all, the Government has 
| not moved, and the reason which has been as- 
signed is, I have no doubt, the true one. Ido 
not know that it has ever been contradicted or 
called in question; that reason is; that the navy 
of the United States contains no vessels adapted 
to the enterprise, but consists of ships constructed 
and fitted for very different objects and purposes 
than an exploring expedition amid the ice-bound 
seas of the Arctic pole. Our naval marine con- 
| sists of vessels adapted to the purposes of convoys, 
| military armament, and the suppression of the slave 
trade on the coast of Africa. ‘The Executive por- 
tion of the Government failed for want of vessels 
suitable to be employed in this particular service, 
It therefore devolved upon the Legislature of the 
United States. But although we have been here 
now nearly five months, no committee of either 
House, no member of either House of Congress has 
proposed to equip a national’ fleet for this purpose. 


i 
|, While this fact exists on one side, it is to be re- 


marked on the other, that the time has arrived in 


attaining the_interesting object of the resolution 
before us, and certainly, so far as time is con- 
cerned, I should fear we are too late to have much 
participation in the glory of discovering Sir John 
Franklin and bis companions. 1 apprehend that, 
in permitting twelve months to pass away after 


acquiring honor in this affair, has been suffered to 
pass by unimproved. Still, I am willing, for one, 
to take my share of the responsibility of doing 
now all that we may feel justified in doing by our 
obligations to maintain the Constitution inviolate. 
But this poor, pitiful partnership, if it may be 
called a partnership, set on foot by Mr. Grinnell, 
and to exist between him and twenty millions of 
people, L would say, but for the respect I have for 
the honorable gentlemen who advocate it, I view 
with infinite disgust; and if it is adopted, I doubt 
not that it will be an object of contempt and ridi- 


‘| object can be attained. 
i delay allowed for considering whether the manner 
this undertaking was first thought of by the Gov- | 
ernment, thé only opportunity of doing good or | 


which the movement must be made, if it is to be 
made at all, and also that a careful investigation, 
made by scientific and practical men, has revived 
; the hope in Europe and America that the humane 
There can, then, be no 


| of carrying the design into effect could not be 

changed. Let us, then, practically survey the 
| case as it comes before us. The Government of 
the United States has really no vessels adapted to 
| the purpose. To say nothing of the expense, the 
| Government has not time to provide, prepare, or 
equip vessels for the expedition. Under such 
circumstances, a citizen of the United States ten- 
ders to the Government vessels of his own, pre- 
cisely adequate in number, and exactly fitted in 
construction and equipment, for the performance 
| of the duty to be assbmed. Since he offers them 
| to the Government, what reason can we assign for 
i refusing them? No reason can be assigned, ex- 


cule to the whole country, and, indeed, the whole 
civilized world. 

I will not say that I suspect a speculative con- 
trivance on the part of the projector of this scheme, 
but I confess it seems to me to look a little like it. | 


I do not say that I doubt whether the gentleman | 
who has entered upon this enterprise, has done so | 
with honest intentions and a pure zeal; but lam 
unwilling to joinin the act proposed, because 

believe, as I have endeavored to make manifest 
that it will compromit the dignity of the nation, : 
and subject us to ridicule and denunciation, both | 
abroad and at home. i 


Mr. SEWARD. . Lam happy to perceive, Mr. |! 


President, indications all around the Chamber that 
there is no disagreement in regard to the import- 
ance, or in relation to the propriety, of a search 
on the part of this nation, by the Government | 
itself, or by individual citizens, for the lost and į 
heroic navigator. Since so much is conceded, and | 
since I come from the State whence this proposi- | 
tion emanates, I desire to notice, in a very few | 
words, the objections raised against the mode of | 
| 
Í 
{ 
! 


carrying the proposed design into effect. It is | 
always the case, I think, when great objects and | 
great enterprises, which are feasible, are hindered 
or defeated, that they are hindered or defeated, 
not so much by want of agreement concerning 


the measures themselves, as by diversity of |} same way, and is the dignity of th 


i 
i 
I 
i 
j 


| 
| 
| 
| 
i 


|| cept that he is too generous, and offers to give us 


i the use of the vessels instead of demanding com- 
pensation for it. Well, sir, if we do not accept 


{i . “ $ 2 
‘| them, then this enterprise cannot be carried into 
’ P 


effect; at least not now, probably never. If we 
do accept them it can be immediately carried into 
execution, with a cheering prospect of attaining 
the great object which the United Siates and the 
civilized world have such deep interest in securing. 
Then the question resolves itself into this—the 
question raised by the honorable Senator from 
Alabama [Mr. Kine]—whether, in seeking so be- 
neficent an object, it is consistent with the dignity 
of the nation to combine individual action with 
i national enterprise. I do not think, Mr. Presi- 
| dent, that that honorable Senator will find himself 
: obliged to insist upon this objection after he shall 
| have carefully examined the bil before us. He 
i will find that it converts’ the undertaking into a 
| national enterprige. The vessels are to be accept- 
i ed not as individual property, but as national ves- 


sels. They will absolutely cease to be under the 
direction, management, or control of the owners, 
and will become at once national ships, and for 
the time, at least, and for all the purposes of the 
expedition, a part of the national marine. 

Now, sir, have we not postal arrangements with 
various foreign countries carried into effect in the 
e nation com- 
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promised by them?. During the war with Mex- 
ico, the Government ‘continually. hired ships and 
steamboats from titizens for-milifary operations. 
Ia ihe glory of that war tarnished by the use of 
those: means? ‘The Government in this case, as 
jn those cases, is in no sense a partner. Tt as- 
sumes the whole control of the vessels, and the 
enterprise becomes a national one... ‘The only cir- 
cumstance remaining to.be considered is, whether 
the Government ¢an. accept the loan of the- sèr- 
Vice of the vessels without making compensation. 
Now, sir, I should. not have.had the least objec- 
tion, and indeed it would have been more agrcea- 
ble to me if the Government could have made an 
arrangement to have paid a compensation. But I 
hold it to be quite unnecessary in the present case, 
because the character of the person who ‘tenders 
these vessels, and the circumstances and manner 
ofthe whole transaction, show that it is not a spec- 
ulation. ` No compensation is wanted. It would 
only be a ceremony on the part of the Government 
‘to offer it, and a ceremony on the part of the mer- 
chant to decline it. I am, therefore, willing to 
march directly to. the object, and to assume that 
these ceremonies have been duly performed, that 
the Government has offered to pay, and the noble- 
spirited merchant declined to receive. 

` Now, then, is there anything derogatory from 
the dignity and independence of this nation in em- 
ploying the vessels? Certainly not, since that em- 
ployment is indispensable. If it were not indis- 
pensable I do not think that the dignity of the 
Republic would be impaired; I think, on the con- 
trary, that it would be enhanced and elevated. It 
is a transaction worthy of the nation, a spectacle 
deserving the contemplation and respect of man- 
kind, to see that not only does the nation prose- 
‘cute, but that it has citizens able and willing to 
contribute, voluntarily and without compulsion, 
to an enterprise so interesting to the cause of -sci- 
ence and of humanity. It is, indeed, a new and 
distinct cause for national pride that an individual 
citizen, not a merchant prince, as he would be 
called in some other countries, but a republican 
merchant, comes forward in this way and moves 
the Government and codperates with it. It illus- 
trates the magnanimity of the nation and. of the 
citizen. Sir, there is nothing objectionable in this 
feature of the transaction. It results froin the 
character of the Government, which is essentially 
popular, that there are perpetual debates on the 
question how far measures and enterprises, for 
purposes of humanity and science, are consistent 


‘ 


with the constitutional organization of the Govern- |: 


ment, although they are admitted to be eminently 
compatible with the dignity, character, and intelli- 
gence of the nation. All our enterprises, more or 
less, are carried into execution, if they are carried 


into execution at all, not by the direct action of |: 


the Government, but by the lending of its favor, 

countenance, and aid to individuals, to corpera- 

tions, and to States. Thus it is that we construct 

railroads and canals, and found colleges and uni- 
_ versities. 

Nor is this mode of prosecuting enterprises of 
great pith and moment peculiar to this Government. 
‘There was a navigator who went forth from a port 
in Spain, some three or four hundred years ago, 
on an enterprise quite as doubtful, and quite as 
perilous as this. After trying unsuccessfully |, 
several States, he was forced to be content with || 
the sanction, and little more than the sanction and |. 
patronage of the Court of Madrid... The scanty 
treasures devoted to that undertaking were the || 
private contributions of a Queen and her subjects, 

and the vessels were fitted out and manned at the 
expense of merchants and citizens, which gave a 
new world to the kingdom of Castile and-Leon. 


Entertaining these views now, whatever. my |] 


opinion might have been under other circum- 
stances, | shall vote against a recommittal, and in 
favor of the bill, as the surest way of preventing 
its defeat, and of attaining the sublime and benefi- 
cent object which it contemplates. 

Mr. MILLER said: I am so impressed, Mr. | 
President, with the importance of time as regards 
the disposal of this question, that 1 hesitate even 
to occupy the attention of the Senate for a few mo- 
ments, and I only do so for the purpose of correct- 
ing some views which have been expressed by the 
Senator from Mississippi. I know his generous 
nature; but I do think that on this occasion 
he has permitted his feelings of hostility to the 
Administration to supersede his more generous 


| States? 
use of an expression which I think he will with- | 


| some suspicion that this was a. matter of specula- 


| myself. 


| Senator from Mississippi knew the character and 


|| for the purpose of building s 


_ chandise to the markets of the world; when we do yet insist, that the failure of the Executive to 


| feelings towards humanity. _ Sir, I will not, on 
_ this occasion, undertake to review theconduct of the 
: Administration; but the honorable Senator knows 
: very well that, with all the power. the Adminis- 
i tration may have, and all the means in their power 
; to accomplish this object, they cannot.act without 
' the authority. of Congress; and if the, honorable 
: Senator, or any other-member, thought this mat- 
"ter should have been acted upon at an early day, 
: it was the. duty of Congress to act first, and to 
clothe the Executive with power to build these 
“ships. But, sir, that has passed, and the question 
: is, whether we shall adopt this resolution, and Im- 
mediately send forth this expedition for the pur- 
pose of accomplishing this great object, or whether 


i 
| 
i 


Í 
| bill, to make an appropriation for the purpose of 


| building vessels. For what object? To secure, as 
| the Senator says, to the United States the-sole 
‘honor and glory of this expedition. Sir, if this 
| expedition is got up merely for the honor and 
; glory, either to the United States or to an indi- 
| vidual, I will have nothing whatever to do with it. 


| has induced the action of Congress on this subject. 
! It is to engage in a great work of humanity, to do 


' ment of England, but by private individuals, who 
are fitting out expeditions at their own expense, 
and sending them to the northern seas, for the pur- 
; pose of discovering the fate of this great man, 
; who has periled his life in the cause of science and 
| of commerce. . 

Mr. President, I have been informed that a 
| private expedition is now being fitted out in Eng- 
‘land under the direction of that great admiral, 
ior I may call him the king of the polar seas, 
! Sir James Ross, who is going again to devote 
| himself and his life to this perilous expedition. 
| Sir, although I have not had heretofore much 


| we shall throw back this resolution to drag its slow || 
course through Congress, in the form of another |! 


i Sir, there is a deeper and a higher sentiment that |! 


| that which is not only being done by the Govern- |} 


have influenced his conduct? No, sir. On the 
contrary itis a high and worthy. motive; and I 
think it ought to receive the approbation of this 
and all other intelligent Christian nations, to see a 
merchant who, while the commercia! world are 
encompassing the globe by sea and Jand in quest 
of profit and of gold, is dedicating himself to this 
great object, and devoting a part of his fortune to 
the cause of humanity, and offering it to Govern- 
ment, not as a bounty, but because the Govern- 
ment, with all its means, has not the power and 
i the time to prepare vessels to do this work. That, 
sir, is the object. 

Now, if we do not accept these ships, there will 
| be an end of this expedition. Sir, shall it be said 
that this Government has lost such an opportunity 
as this of exhibiting the deep interest which our 
people feel, both in the cause of science and hu- 
manity, and that, too, atthe very time when we 
are entering into treaties and compacts with all the 
commercial nations of the world, for the purpose 
of extending commerce and civilization, opening 
communications of trade from sea to sea? When 
| the Government is not only doing. all this by its 
own power, but also acting in concert with our 
private citizens in constructing railroads and 
canals, and by various other modes extending 
commercial civilization throughout the world, shall 
it be said that we, at this moment, refused, through 
the fear of losing a little honor and glory and na- 
tional dignity, to accept two ships—the only two 
ships in America that can do the work—in the ac- 
i complishment of this great enterprise? I hope not. 
Let us not, then, cavil and waste time about these 
little matters. Ifthe work is to be done at all it 
must be done now, and done, as I conceive, by 
the adoption of this resolution. 

Mr. FOOTE. I regret very much, Mr. Presi- 
dent, that the very plain remarks which I had the 
honor of addressing to the Senate just now, should 
have been so singulariy misunderstood by the 


i 


! when I consider the reputation of Sir James | 
| Ross, and the fact that he is better acquainted | 
, with these seas than any other man living, and | 
‘understanding that he entertains- the belief that | 
: Sir John Franklin and his companions are yet | 
| alive, and may be rescued; | say, finding such a 
| man as Sir James Ross engaged in an expedition | 
| òf this kind, I am not without hope that our efforts | 


I hope he has no such feeling as that. 
But, Mr. President, the honorable Senator made i! 
draw. He intimated, if I understood him rightly, 


| 
H 
ii 
ii 
oi 
5: 
Di 

Be | 


tion on the part of Mr. Grinnell. 
Mr. FOOTE. I said 1 had heard such a thin 
suggested; but I do not make any such char; 


| 


Mr. MILLER. I have heard this urged as an | 
objection heretofore, but I am satisfied that if the | 
i the history of this gentleman, he would not even | 
| repeat that he had heard such an insinuation. Sir, | 
although this is a liberal donation from an indi- | 
| vidual, the sum need not alarm gentlemen about | 


| after claims. These ships are but small ships; and 
| it is necessary that they should be smail in order | 


| that they may be effective. Oneof them is, I un- | 
|: derstand, 150 tons, and the other 90 tons. They. 


: have cost, I believe, about $30,000. Now, 


: when 
! we find this merchant devotin 


g his property, not 
hips to convey mer- 


` find him retiring from the ordinary course of com- |: 
_ mercial pursuit in which all the world is engaged, | 
: and devoting a portion of his fortune to the build. 
' ing of ships which can be used for no other pu rpose | 
| but in this voyage of humanity, i 

that any thought of speculation 


; confidence in the success of this expedition, yet |! 


; may, under Providence, be crowned with success. |! 


| į 


| 


| to be thus tenderly regarded. 
| prepared, and have remained ready ever since, to 


‘least have had a fair title to be excused, even by 
: those who could not entirely approve his conduct. 
| I was prepared to do this myself at any rate to the 


honorable Senator from New Jersey. I think, 
when that honorable Senator reads in, the morning 
| prints what I said a few minutes ago, he will him- 
į self be surprised that the very explicit phraseology 
: I made use of should have been so astonishingly 
| misconceived by him. The honorable Senator 
| seems to have understood me as saying that it was 

constitutionally in the power of the Executive and 
| his Cabinet to do all that they proposed on the 
subject last spring. Now, I did not intend to be 
| so understood exactly; but I did intend to say that 


| when the President of the United States, in con- 


gener- 


| ous impulse, had not gone beyond the powers 


conceded to him as the Executive of the nation, as 
ĮI still do, Notwithstanding this doubt, though, I 
was resolved to raise no opposition to the Admin- 
istration in connection with this movement. I 
determined to find no fault with the conduct of the 
Executive. Indeed, I regietted somewhat that the 


' strictures of some of the newspapers were so deci- 


dedly acrimonious, as we all recollect them to huve 
been, both in relation to the President and the 
members of his Cabinet, to whom I felt inclined 
to give credit for upright intentions in this affair, 
and a kindly sympathy for sufferings well entitled 
Sir, I was then 


admit, that had the President resolutely carried 
into execution his original intentions,he would at 


fullest extent. 
And now, sir, I have ventured to declare, and 


| perform all that he gave the world reason to ex- 


pect at his hands, was deeply mortifying to me; 
that it was mortifying, as I believed, to many oth- 
ers; and that it must have been even mortifying 


can it be imagined i to himself, when he reflected that he had been 
on his part could || compelled, by any considerations whatever, to 


À 
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. retrace the steps he had so nobly taken in the exe- 
cution of a scheme which seemed to: have enlisted 
his feelings so deeply when frst invited to afford 
it his countenance. After that letter to Lady 
Franklin had been. published, and had awakened 
so much commendation from the Whig press of 
the country, and after the admiration of the civil- 
ized world had been to some extent acquired by 
the Executive of the nation in consequence of this 
letter, the publication of which had imparted a 
sort of eclatto those in power, I confess that I 
was sorely smitten with mortification, to use no 
stronger language, when I presently saw it an- 
nounced that the Government had resolved to have 
nothing further to do with the affair at all. My 
mortification was deepened still more when I found 
that the Government had abandoned its own de- 


liberately-planned scheme, on the ground of its | 


want of ability to execute it. I know, sir, that 
the honor of the nation has seriously suffered 
from the circumstances which I have mentioned, 
nor do | think that any who hear me wiil feel in- 
clined to doubt that such is the fact. Although I 
have for some time past entertained this view of 
the matter, yet | certainly had no intention of 
complaining, or of uttering a syllable which might 
annoy the sensibilities of gentlemen here or else- 
where. i was constrained to do so by the unex- 
pected course which the debate of the present hour 
has taken. Iam confident that there are but few 


considerate men in the Republic who will not’ 


agree with me, that it is at least quite unfortunate 
that the President and his Cabinet did not look 
with a keener scrutiny into the practicability of 
carrying out their original resolve before it was so 
imposingly announced to the world, or that, after 
its announcement, they did not carry it into effect 
without the least delay. 

The honorable Senator from New Jersey seems 
to suspect me of envying the renown which is 
about to be acquired by Mr. Grinnell, and has not 
‘hesitated to accuse me of employing the language 
of detraction in regard to him. Sir, he is in gross 
mistake upon both points, I envy neither Mr. 
Grinnell nor any other human being, renown ac- 
quired, or renown anticipated; nor have I designed 
to employ a single word in depreciation of Mr. 
Grinnell or his undertaking. Ido not know this 
gentleman; but I do not doubt his merits, so fully 
attested as they are before us; nor do I question 
the purity and elevation of his motives. 1am ac- 
@ased also of illiberally seeking to secure all the 
glory of the projected expedition to the Govern- 
ment, tothe detriment of the generous-spirited 
person who has been willing to advance so largely 
from his own fortune in furtherance of this phi- 
lanthropic scheme. This is to misrepresent me 
most grossly. I am not desirous of depriving 
Mr. Grinnell of ‘any part of the glory which he 
may be ambitious of acquiring. lam chiefly so- 
licitous to save the Government from the dishonor 
of playing a poor secondary part in an enterprise 
in which, if it shall participate at all, it should 
embark alone, upon its own responsibility, at its 
own risk of men and money, and everything be- 
side, which the intended expedition may require. 

But the honorable Senator from New Jersey 
urges us to immediate action, and insists that the 
least delay in acting upon the resolution before us, 
may be fatal to the whole scheme which he de- 
sires so ardently to accomplish. I cannot perceive 
the’ necessity of acting with such extraordinary 
promptitude; and I am somewhat surprised that 
we should be now so vehemently solicited to act 
at once, and without the ordinary opportunity for 
examination an interchange of opinion upon a 
measure which, to say the least, is justly subject 


to not a few objections, which appear to me to be | 


more than plausible in their character. Sir, the 
honorable Senator from New Jersey should have 
evinced some part of the solicitude for immediate 
action now evinced by him, some months ago; but 
so far as I know, he has remained perfectly cool 
and unexcited for the last twelve months—even 
since the correspondence with Lady Franklin saw 
the light, as well as before—and has reserved all 
his zeal in behalf of the expedition, and all his 
sympathy in behalf of the distinguished navigator, 
whose long absence from his home and family we 
all deptore, in order to exhibit it now, when all 
hope of accomplishing the deliverance of Sir John 
Franklin has wellnigh grown extinet in both hem- 
ispheres. It is certainly a little unfortunate that 
the honorable gentleman’s sympathies were not 


called.into energetic action somewhat earlier, as he 
might doubtless have done much good, if his pres- 
ent efforts could have been made at a more season- 
able period. 

But another honorable Senator over the way 
(Mr. Sewaan] has taken it upon himself to urge 
that the mode of doing any particular thing is not 
very important, and, with something of a display 
of philosophic gravity, he recommends to us, as a 
rule for the guidance of our conduct in general, that 
if we cannot attain a desired object in the mode 
preferred by ourselves, to be contented with- at- 
taining it in such other mode as may turn out to 
be most convenient. 
orable gentleman materially upon this somewhat 
delicate point. I am of opinion that the mode of 


doing a thing, the manner in which an object de- | 
sirable in itself may be attained, is almost as im- į 


portant a matter as the thing which is sought. A 
good object, accomplished by improper means, 
looses its intrinsic character entirely. Those ob- 
jects which most awaken the ambitious aspirations 
of men, become utterly valueless in the estimation 
of all virtuous minds when it is found that they 
can only be reached by the performance of acts of 
anature dishonoring to personal character. To 
illustrate: a speech delivered in this body, or else- 
where, may be, and doubtless is, a very excellent 
thing in itself, but the most eloquent harangue, 
prepared for the accomplishment of low and vicious 
purposes, and replete with impure, profane, 
or demoralizing sentiment, which chances to be 


delivered in a cold and unnatural manner; in the | 


judgment of all right-minded men, becomes in the 
one case a positive curse, and in the other more an 
object of disgustthan of admiration. Itis the man- 
nerin which it is proposed that the Government 
shall embark in this enterprise to which I object, 
and I flatter myself I have stated objections on this 


head which will not be wholly disregarded by the | 


members of this body, though it is evident that 


honorable gentlemen are already too far commit- | 


ted to warrant anything like a strong hope that 
this ill-omened measure will be now arrested in its 
course. 


Mr. PEARCE. Itseemsto me, Mr. President, 


that the Senator from Mississippi has done great | 


injustice to the President of the United States, in 
the remarks which he has just made. He says 
that the “ Executive has failed to redeem the prom- 
ises which he made to Lady Franklin, and has 
retreated disgracefully from the scheme so boldly 
adopted.” 

Mr. FOUTE, (interposing.) I would suggest 
to the honorable Senator that I did not say * the 
Executive had retreated disgracefully.”” 


Mr. PEARCE. I certainly so understood the 
honorable Senator. : 
` Mr. FOOTE. I said that the Executive had 


“ retreated” from the position which he had taken, 
and not that he had ‘retreated disgracefully.”’ 
Mr. PEARCE. I certainly understood the 
Senator as saying that the Executive had retreated 
disgracefully. The word must have escaped him 
without his perceiving it. He, however, charges 
the Executive with having failed to redeem prom- 
ises which he made. Now, sir, it requires only a 
little examination of the facts to show that the Ex- 


ecutive has made no promises which he has not ! 


redeemed, has entered into no scheme from which 
he has retreated. We all recollect that the appli- 
cation of Lady Franklin was made to the President 
of the United States in April of last year. lt was 
promptly replied to by the Secretary of State on the 


part of the President. Now, sir, what promise was ; 
It is to that letter and to that . 


made in that letter? 


letter alone, that we are to look for any promise of ; 


the Executive. It is to that letter to which we are 
to look for any scheme, if any was proposed. In 
that letter the Secretary of State very properly ex- 


; pressed to Lady Franklin the sympathy which her 


appeal had excited in the bosom of the President 
of the United States, and assured her of his con- 
viction that the whole people of the United States 


responded with like sympathy to that appeal. But | 


what promise did he make? He assured her that 
the Government of the United States would take 
measures to circulate her appeal far and wide 
among the people of the United States, among its 
navigators, and particularly among its whalers. 
He also assured her that the Executive would 
take means to circulate, equally widely, all the 
information in his possession which would be of 
any service to our navigators in the search which 


Now, I differ with the hon- | 


it was proposed to them to make for those lost 
mariners, arid that all that the Executive govern- 
ment of the United States could do, within the 
range of its constitutional powers, it would prompt- 
ly do, in érder to meet this call upon the,skill, en- 
terprise, and courage of American navigators. That 
is the promise—the whole promise. . None other 
can be found in any letter that passed between 
the Executive of the United States and Lady 
Franklin, or.any other published document. What, 
then, did the President do? He directed certain 
naval officers to examine and report whether 
there were any ships in the nagy of the Uni- 
ted States that would be fit and prer to send on 
an exploration of this kind. Those officers. re- 
ported that there were no such ships in the navy of 
the United States, The President was satisfied 
(and every member of Congress must know such 
to be the case) that there was no appropriation 
which could be applied to the purchasing and 
equipping vessels for this purpose. Now, sir, it 
may be that Lady Franklin was not sufficiently. 
acquainted with our constitutional form of Govern- 
ment, and the limited powers of our Executive, to 
understand precisely the amount of the general as- 
surance given by the Secretary of State, in his letter 
| to her in behalf of the President, that the Executive 
would promptly do whatever his constitutional 
powers authorized him todo in this matter. She may 
have supposed that the Executive of this country 
had as much power as the Crown of Great Britain, 
and that, if he had a disposition to employ a navat 
force for that purpose, he might do so without any 
application to Congress. If such was her impres- 
sion, it must be charged to her want of acquaint- 
ance with the constitutional forms of our Govern- 
ment and the powers of our Executive. But, 
: certainly, it is not to be implied from that letter that 
the President of the United States possessed the 
| power constitutionally to send out such an expe- 
i dition as that which she desired, and which it 
would have gratified thé President to dispatch on 
this errand of humanity. The letter is not, how- 
ever, capable of such a construction. It gives a 
|| very cautious promise—a promise to do that which, 
in the exercise of his constitutional power, the Ex- 
ecutive had a right to do. 

The President sought to ascertain whether it 
|! was within the means of the Executive to send out 
‘i such an expedition. He found that it was not. 
| But if he had sent out such a one, he would have 
been denounced as violating that Constitution, 
which limited his power so much more narrowly 
than those of other countries limited the power of 
their Executives. What next did the President 
: do? Why, almost as soon as Congress was or- 
ganized, he sent a communication to us, dated the 
4th of January, I think, in which he sent us copies 
| of the letter of Lady Franklin, and the Secretary 
j of State’s reply, and of the correspondence with 
| Mr. Crampton, the British Chargë d’Affaires. 
| Here was an appeal made directly to Congress, 
| and if there is anything discreditable to the Gov- 
| ernment of the United States in their failure to 
send out an expedition for the relief of these un- 
fortunate mariners, the discredit should attach, not 
to the Executive, but to the Congress of the United 
States, and the Senator from Mississippi must bear 
the discredit equally with, every other member of 
the Senate. 

ĮI understood the honorable Senator to ask the 
i; Senator from New Jersey [Mr. Miter] why he 
‘had not introduced some project of this kind be- 
|| fore; why he had not done this two years ago, or 
‘one year ago? Iwill answer for the Senator from 
| New Jersey. There was no call then for the 
‘| sympathy of any people for the rescue of Sir 
‘John Franklin. His cruise had not then been so 
4 prolonged, as to require any extraordinary exer- 
‘tions to search for him. But just as promptly as 
‘ the attention of Congress could be called to this 
| subject, it was called to it by the President of the 
: United States. If we have failed to afford that 
| sympathy which we promised, the discredit rests 
‘with us, the Congress, and each one of us must 
take our share of it. Sir, it was competent for 
li the Congress of the United States to put means 
‘inte the hands of the President, to carry out 
i this liberal and benevolent desire—not scheme, 
ii because no scheme was entertained by him. The 
| failure is ours, and the discredit attaches tous. I 
| hope the Senator from Mississippi will perceive 
i that he has done injustice to the President of the 
| United States, and will recall it. 


il 
i 


i 
| 
| 


HE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


May ł, 


iM? YULEE. > Mr” President r 5 
Mr. FOOLE: oltást my friend will allow me 
for a moment to reply tothe Senator from Mary- 
Vand. oo eS 

Mr YULEE. Certainly. 
Ír: FOOTE. Mi: President, I thought I had 
been extremely circumspect in my remarks: this 
Worning; and certainly T had no disposition to say 
anything offensive to the President-or anybody ||- 
elses but; somehow or other, 1 amso unfortunate 
as not to beable tò say anything that is not mis- 
apprehended by some member of this body. I 
cértainly havgwot intended to say one word of ùn- 
kindness or of discourtesy towards thé- President. 
The memberg of this body and the country at 
large, if they have done me the honor to look at 
my poor doings here, are perfectly aware of the 
fact. that I have at no time manifested a disposition 
to present what. may be called a factious opposi- 
tion to the. Adininistration.. . From the day of the 
insiuguration of: President Taylor, 1 have never 
used language in relation to him either disrespect- 
ful or unkind, nor have I been otherwise than 
courteous and forbearing towards the members of 
his Cabinet. When speaking of their acts I have 
felt bound to employ none but proper and parlia- 
mentary language; nor have | used any other lan- 
guage on this occasion. [| did not say, as I have 
been understood as saying by the honorable Sen- 
ator from Maryland—at least I certainly did not 
intend tosay—that the conduct of the President 
had ‘been at all of a disgraceful character. Had I 
employed so harsh a term, F should: have used 
language at variance with those sentiments of per- 
sonal esteem which I have ever desired to cherish 
for the First Magistrate of the Republic. I did 
declare, in language which I deemed both parlia- 
mentary and: proper, that the injudicious manner 
in which this whole affair had been conducted, 
from the beginning to the present moment, must 
result in more or leas of national discredit. That 
was the fullest extent of the language used by me, 
if indeed | used language such as I designed to 
employ. I did not call in question either the mo- 
tives, patriotism, or capacity of the President; and 
the harshest observation which fell from me was 
to suggest the probability of his having yielded 
too much to the generous impulses of the moment, 
and been thus inveigled into promising more than | 
he: was really able to execute; and that this, | 
though quite amiable in itself, and not to be 
harshly censured, was yet unfortunate for the 
country, and not éxactly in harmony with the 
principles of stern and solid statesmanship. This 
is the extent of my reprehensions, if indeed 1 
have used terms of reprehension at all. How, || 


were -madé by the Executive. -I ask leave of him 
tosay that inthis he is clearly mistaken. Distinet 
promises were made, and they were understood to 
be promises by the whole civilized world. What 
is ‘the language of Lady Franklin, in her letter to 
the President, inviting his attention to the unfor- 
tunate condition of her husband?’ 1 will read an 
extract or two from her letter, in order to ascertain 
the real meaning of the answer to:that:letter, pre- 
pared: and ‘published under the official ‘signature of 
the Secretary of State. dt will not do to tear a 


‘single letter; as the honorable Senator from Mary- 


land has done, from the correspondence with which 
it stands connected, in ordér to determine its proper 
interpretation. We must have the whole corre- 
spondence béfore us, in order to understand its veri- 
table import. Now, in'the letter of Lady Frank- 
lin, after referring to a-great variety of details, not 
necessary tobe brought to notice on the present 
occasion, this language is used: ; 

“The Board of Admiralty, under a conviction of this fact, 
has been induced to offer a reward of- £20,000 sterling to 
any ship or ships, of any country, or to any exploring party 
whatever, which shall render efficient assistance to the 
missing ships, or their crews, or to any portion of them.” 

It will be seen presently what she intended, and 
what she desired and expected this Government 
to do: 

“ This announcement, which, even if the sum had been 


doubled or trebled, would bave met with publie approbation, 
comes, however, too late for our whalers, which had unfor- 


j tunately sailed before it ws issued, and which, even if the 


news should overtake them at their fishing grounds, are 
totally unfitted for any prolonged adventure, having only a 
few months? provision on board, and no additional clothing. 
To the American whalers,both in the Atlantic and Pacific, 
E lonk with more. hope, as competitors for the prize, being 
well aware of their numbers and Strength, their thorough 
equipment, and the bold spirit of entermise which animates 
their crews. But I venture to look even beyond these. I 
am not without hope that you will deem it not unworthy of 
a great and kindred nation to take up the cause of humanity 
which J plead, in a national spirit, and thus generously make 
it your own.” 7 

Not that we would “take up the cause of hu- 
manity ” after twelve months should have elapsed 
from the reception of her letter, and her reception 
of the answer to that letter; not that we should 
limit our action to following the lead of some pri- 
vate individual, however respectable, and playing 
a mere subordinate part in this great national pro- 
ject; but that we should go into it, as a great and 
magnanimous nation, acting in a ‘ national spirit” 
—making all the glory of the undertaking our 
own, now and forever. Why, I presume to say, 
sir, that the very eloquent language of Lady 
Franklin is, in substance, correspondent with what 
I have had the honor of urging upon this occasion; 
indeed, 1 could not say anything which would 


more efficiently sustain the position which I have j 


under the circumstances existing, I could say less | 
than I did, | am not able to understand Enter- i 
taining a decided opinion that the particular act || 
of the Administration to which I referred was | 
unfortunate, and not well considered before it had | 
been resolved upon, I am not able to discover ii 
how I could have declared this opinion in lan- iy 
guage less exceptionable, or which would have | 
been more agreeable to the tastes of honorable i] 
gentlemen here. i 

If gentlemen wish me to praise the President i 
and his Cabinet for doing that which | hold it not i 
proper to do; if they demand that | should com- f 
mend the Executive for what I conceive to be one |i 
of the unfortunate acts of this Administration, |i 
{and all Administrations must commit some unfor- | 
tunate acts;) if they wish me to say, as I said in | 
the first place, that it was a gratifying thing to me, |! 
as it certainly was, to see the leiter addressed by | 
the Secretary to Lady Franklin, and published in 
the newspapers of the country; and then, in the Í 
next breath, say that it was equally gratifying to | 
me to find that the promises clearly intimated in 
that letter were, after all, not to be realized; if they 
wished me to say that I approved of the original 
determination of the President to fit out vesseis for || 
the execution of this scheme, and that, notwith- 


assumed in this debate, than does the eloquent 
language of this accomplished lady. She says 
further: 


“I must here, in gratitude, adduce the example of the 
imperial Ru-sian Government, which, as 1 am led to hope 
by his excellency, the Russian ambassador in London, who 
forwarded a memorial on the subject, will send out explo- 
Ting parties this summer, from the Asiatic side of Behring’s 
Strait northward, in search of the Jost vessels,” 


Here is the plan which she indicated, and we 
shall see presently how the Secretary responded 
to it: 

“Tt would (she says) be a noble spectacle to the w 
if three great nations, po-sessed of the videst empires on 
the face of the globe, were thus to unite their effurts in the 
truly Christian work of saving their perishing fellow-men 
from destruction.” 

The idea here is clearly presented, that the task 
to be executed is not to be that of a private citizen 
of the United States, or of this Government sim- 
ply codperating with a private individual, but of 
the Government itself, carrying it on in a real na- 


orld, 


| tional spirit. 


Now, how runs the letter in reply to this? I 
will merely read an extract or two to elucidate 
the point now under consideration. In Mr. Clay- 
ton’s letter, dated April 25ih, 1849, to Lady 
Franklin, it is said: 


standing, I equally approved afterwards that a 
year was suffered to elapse without employing the 
necessary means of carrying this generous d 
into execution,—they ask more atmy hands 
I am willing to perform 


i 
esign ji 
than Í| 
Even to secure their ap- fi 
probation; because, sir, I should, by pursuing such i 
a zigzag and inconsistent course, involve myselfin |! 
contradictions and *absurdities which would be Hi 
profoundly disgraceful to me and deserving of pub- | 
lic reprobation. But the Senator says that no | 


such promises as those to which I have referred || 


i the country. 


“The appeal made in the letter w 
honored him, is such 
thies of the rulers an 
lized world,?? 

The word ‘ rulers” in this letter, I well recol- 
lect, was, at the time of its first appearance, ob- 
jected to by some of the Democratic presses of 
It was Supposed that our Govern- 
ment was becoming a little too national, if not even 
monarchical, in its tendencies; though, I confess, 
l did not myself see any great impropriety in 


ith which you have 
as would Strongly enlist the sympa- 
d the people of any portion of the civ- 


| 
| 


| facts. 


| such a use of the word rulers; but. all will recol- 


lect. that the peculiar phraseology of the letter was 
such as to attract particular attention at the time, 
and to convey the impression. of nationality. in a 
manner most emphatic indeed. Indeed, it seems 
to me, that if ever there was a letter which could 
be called a national one, and written in a thor- 
oughly national spirit, it is this same letter of the 
Secretary of State. From it I read as follows: 

“To the citizens of the United States, who share so 
largely inthe emotions which agitate the’ public mind of 
your own country, the name of Sir John Franklin has been 
ende red by his heroic virtues, and the sufferings and sacri- 
fices which be has encountered for the benefit of mankind. 
The appeal of his wife and daughter in their distress, bag 
been borne across the waters, asking the assistance ofa 
kindred people to save the brave men who embarked in ths 
unfortunate expedition, and the people of the United States, 
who have watched with the deepest interest that hazardous 
enterprise, will now respoud to tbat appeal, by the expres- 
sion of their united wishes that every proper effort may be 
made by this Government for the rescue of your hushand 
and his companions.’? 

Let me call attention to a single line of the ex- 
tract I have just read: ‘* That every effort may be 
made by this Government for the rescue of your 
husband and his companions.”?. The question is, 
then, what, in the estimation of the Government 
of that period, would have amounted to “ proper 
efforts” to attain that interesting object? Why, 
the honorable Senator from Maryland himself hag 
admitted everything for which I have contended 
f on this point. He says that the Government con- 
templated at the time that proper efforts would be 
such as he has himself described as having at first 
been resolved upon by the President. Why was 
it proposed to fit out ships belonging to our own 
navy for the purpose of proceeding on an ex- 
ploring expedition in quest of Sir John Franklin? 

We know that this was actually thought of, inde~ 
pendent of what the Senator from Maryland has 
confessed.. This was the avowed policy of the 
Executive and his Cabinet originally, and in fur- 
therance of which they acted for a short period of 
„time ; and I hold in my hand a statement just 
supplied to me of the actual decision of the board 
of naval officers whose attention had been spe- 
cially called to this matter. The naval board de- 
cided, first, that no ships were ready for an expedition 
of such a character; 2dly, that by the time the proper 
ships could be got ready it would be too late Jor the 
enterprise; 3dly, if the ships were ready they had no 
constitutional power to send them out for such a pur- 
pose, * 

In the reply to the letter of Lady Franklin, in 
which the promise was given that all suitable efforts 
would be made in behalf of the American people 
to secure a participancy in this splendid scheme of 
humanity, no constitutional difficulty was sug- 
gested; and I presume that when the attempt was 
made to get together the proper Ships for the exe- 
cution of what had been clearly pronounced, no 
constitutional difficulties suggested themselves to 
the minds of the President and his advisers. 
Months elapsed before the naval officers were 
convened; months elapsed after the appearance of 
the Secretary’s letter, before they discovered the 
constitutional difficulty alluded to; after which the 
President and his Cabinet fairly yielded up the 
whole scheme. And now we are invoked not to 
sustain the President and his Cabinet in the 
scheme to which they originally pledged them- 
selves—not to recognize the power to send out 
the Government ships, as was originally intended 
to be done, but simply to act in aid of a private 
individual who has planned this new and distinct 
project. f 

Mr. PEARCE. 1 ask the Senator whether the 
message of the President, submitted on the 4th of 
January, did not invite the action and coöperation 
of Congress in this matter? Was it not then in 
the power of this body to have authorized him to 
take the steps which were intimated in the letter 
to Lady Franklin ? 

Mr. FOOTE. I am perfectly aware of these 
At still appears, however, that the original 
Executive scheme was not executed; that it was 
held in reserve for months; and that no constitu- 
tional difficulty was discovered until it was sug- 
gested by the Naval Board. It sull appears, too, 
that the original scheme, for some reason, has not 
been executed up to the present time; and, there- 
fore, I repeat whaz | have already asserted, that it 
must be apparent to every one that the Govern- 
ment has retraced its steps, and has more or less 
disreputably receded from the scheme of its own 


1850. 


planning. I did, not say it was disgraceful to. any | 


one, but thatit was disreputable'in a national point 
of view, thus to abandon a scheme so deliberately 
projected, and to decline the. performance. of a 
work the immed:ate fulfillment of which has been 
so distinctly promised. But, sir, let me ask, if no 
such abandonment of the‘original plan of the Ad- 
ministration has: occurred, how does it happen 
that, though the President has. specially recom- 
mended this subject. to the consideration of Çon- 
grees, his particular friends in this and the other 
House have not followed up his recommendations? 
Did anybody understand it to be more than a 
mere brutum fulmen, a mere formal suggestion, not 
expected to lead to any decided action? If it was 
regarded. as a serious recommendation, or as in- 
tended to attain any purpose bzyond saving ap- 
pearances, and avoiding the charge of ridiculous 
- Inconsistency, why is it that no friend of the Ad- 


ministration has urged upon us the propriety of | 


carrying out the original scheme? J aver again 
that [ have not used language disrespectful to the 
President of the United States. I insist that it is 
most apparent that the Administration has been in- 
consistent with itselfin regard to this matter,and that 
itis now quite evident, that if certain Senators on 
this floor truly represent the wishes and sentiments 
of the Executive of the nation, as | presume they 
do, that they are now urging a project wholly at 
war with the one which the President originally 
recommended. Either the Senatora from Mary- 
land and New Jersey are acting in conformity with 
the ascertained sentiments of the President and the 
Cabinet, or they are not. If they are, then it is 
most clear that the mere formal suggestion of the 
President in his message, to which the Senator 
from Maryland has alluded, was not expected to 
be carried out, and it is equally clear and true also, 
that the President and his Cabinet advisers have— 
not disgracefully, but injudiciously or otherwise, 
as gentlemen may choose to describe it—aban- 
doned the ground they at first occupied. If the 
two honorable Senators referred to are net now 
acting in conformity with the views and wishes of 
the Administration, then they are acting in oppo- 


sition to their views and wishes; in which case I | 


beg leave to admonish them, that they are in the 
predicament of other Senators on this floor, and of 
several members of the House, and are in danger 
of crimination, reproach, ridicule, and even coarse 
denunciation, for not standing up as ‘good Whigs” 
in support of the whole policy of the Administration. 

Is it not a fact that there are certain papers, 
published not far distant from this Hall, and one 
of them within the limits of this city, which ander- 
take to find fault with the most illustrious mem- 
bers of this body for presuming to think and to 
act independently and conscientiously in opposi- 
tion to Executive recommendations, to recommend- 
ations made without consulting them, and which, 
had they been duly consulted, they never could 
have sanctioned? Are not several most distin- 
guished members of this bod y—grave, highminded, 
and venerated statesmen—daily censured, ridiculed, 


and reviled, in certain well-known and leading | 
Administration prints, for daring to entertain and jj 


to avow opinions in conflict with the wretched 
non-action policy of the Administration, which 
has almost ingulfed the country in the horrors of 
disunion? Has not a certain northern print, the 


acknowledged organ of a certain personage now | 


in my hearing, and to whom I will not now more 
particularly allude, repeatedly censured these time- 
honored patriots for undertaking, in opposition to 
the wishes and designs of unprincipled factionists, 
to secure the peaceful and honorable settlement of 


all those questions which have so Jong disturbed | 
the peace of the country and involved our free in- | 
Do the Senators | 
from Maryland and New Jersey expect to escape |! 


stitutions in such serious peril? 


decrial and harsh obloquy, when their honored 
associates here have been so cruelly dealt with 
Can they reasonably expect to escape denuncia- 
tion if, in truth, what they have at present uttered 
is not altogether in unison with what is called the 
policy of the President? I fear that it will be 


i 


| between the two subjects. 4 
| entertain precisely the same views and principles 


ministration. If eo, L must repeat, that it is: most 
clear that the Administration does not occupy. the 
ground now which it did. twelve months ago-on 
this subject; and, indeed, L am ashamed of having 
talked su long in order to establish.a proposition 


! so-evidently true as almost. to be beyond contra- 


diction. 

Mr. PEARCE. I know about as little of. the 
wishes of the Executive as the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi. 1 derive my knowledge of the views of 
that officer from his communications to Congress, 
and from no other source. It is no part of the 
duty, | presume, of a member of the Senate of the 
United States, to make application, to the Execu- 
tive for information as to views. It is the duty of 
the Executive to communicate his views to Con- 
gress, if he thinks it for the welfare or honor of 
the Government that they should be communicated. 
Neither do L recognize any allegiance which re- 
quires me to advucate, contrary to my own im- 
pressions, such views as the President may 
privately enteriain, or publicly express. This 1s 
not a matter of party action. Even if there were 
any party allegiance, this is nota subject for. its 
action. Itis an appeal to humanity, which ad- 
dresses itself to the heart—as much to that of the 
Senator from Mississippi as to any Whig in the 
Senate. The factis, the President of the United 
States communicated to the Senate, in his message 
referred to of the 4th of January, 1850, the only 
views which he entertained, so tar as | know; and 
then he suggested to Congress, briefly butpointedly, 
as it was then in session, the propriety and expe- 
diency of an appropriation for fitung out an expe- 
dition for the search of the missing ships, and their 
officers and crews, The appeal then was directly 
made, not to any party, but to the whole Senate, 
the Senator from Mississippi as well as any other. 

Mr. FOOTE. The Senator has misunderstood 
me, if he thinks I averréd that this was a party 
measure, or one that had a party character. 1 did 
not pretend to say so; | referred to Executive rec- 
ommendations and the consequences of disregarding 
them. The President recommended the non-action 
policy in regard to the territorial governments, and 
{ will ask the Senator if men, who are known as 
distinguished Whig leaders, and who do not act in 
accordance with that policy of non-action, are not 


| daily denounced, and violently, too, in more than 
| one newspaper understood to express the views of 


the Administration ? i 
Mr. PEARCE. I do not see any connection 


Be that as it may, | 


in regard to that as I have expressed in regard 
to this. I do not acknowledge that it. con- 
stitutes a part of the Executive duty to dictate 
any measure to Congress, but Í do recognize his 
right and duty to present to Congress his views on 


| great national subjecis; and 1 also recognize the 


duty of Congress, where it concurs with him in 
opinion, to carry out those views, as far as it has 
the constitutional power. So far do l go, and uo 
further, 

One further remark. The Senator from Missis- 
sippi certainly did, though perhaps without intend- 
ing it, present this as a subject of appeal to the 
Whigs, and therefore it was fair to presume that 
he interred it to by a party measure. I have only to 
say that the Senate did the only thing it could do 
when this message was received. Lt took the usual 
course; that is to say, it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, Everybody knows that 
the Whig party is powerless in the Senate. We 


| arein a minority, and in a minority, i believe, in 


every committee in the body, and certainly in the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 1 will not say that 
we committed the lamb to the wolf; | will not 
make that insinuation: but | do say that, as it was 
referred to a committee, such as thaton Naval Af- 
fairs, in which the Whigs are not ina majority, 
and where they cannot control this matter, if there 
is any responsibility for non-action in the case, it 
devolves not on the Whigs of the Senate, or of that 
committee, but on the other party. 

Mr. FOOTE. Will the Senator permit me for 


shortly said of them, as of their compeers, that |) a moment—— 


they are not true Whigs; that they do not faith- 
fully support the Administration; and that they do 


not bear true allegiance. to the powers that be. | 


They too are in danger of being discountenanced, 


j 


i 


i done, 


Mr. PEARCE. A singie sentence, and I have 
However, [ wiil give way. i 
Mr. FOOLE. I do not wish to be understood 


; as representing this as a party measure, for [ have 
denounced, and ridiculed. But it may be, and i |) not so intended. 


Indeed, I know that many of the 


certainly think such to be the fact, that they are l best Democrats in both Houses, men whom 1 f 
really carrying out the present views of the Ad- |i highly respect, are in favor-of it. All { intended || dred and thirty-eight persons, and with provisions 


H 


to say was, that ifthe. Senator didinot.actin accord- 
ance with the President's recommendation, or if he 
acted in opposition to it, he would beas deserving 
of censure. as other individuals who have. been 
censured. . That does. not prove that they or:he 
are deserving of censure; and, on the contrary, Í 
think they have. been most grossly ane unjustly 
censured and denounced. i Eee mee 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President 

Mr. YULEE. Will the Senator permit me 

Mr. DOUGLAS. | wiil yield the floor to the 
Senator. I was going to suggest the propriety of 
taking ap the unfinished business, i 

Several Senarórs, Let us finish this. 

Mr. YULEE. f presume it is døsirable to dis- 
pose of this matter, and | will detain the Senate but 
amoment. I must say that Í regret the necessity 
under which I am placed, by a remark of the Sen- 
ator fom Maryland, to interpose in defence of the 
Naval Committee, in reference to its action on this 
matter, and for the purpose of .defending them frora 
a very. direct charge made by that Senator. 

Mr. PEARCE. Will the Senator allow me to 
explain? : 

Mr. YULEE. Certainly. 

Mr. PEARCE. l had intended to have ex- 
plained before L sat down, but the Senator from 
Mississippi desired me to give way, and I thought 
itas well not to resume again. I intended to say 
that l meant no invidious reference to the com- 
mittee. Ido not know why their decision on the 
subject has been thus delayed, but I take it for 
granted it was for good and sufficient cause. 

Mr. YULEE. ‘he Senator may take it quite 
for granted. But I deem it due to the committee, 
and to the Senate, to say, thatimmediately after the 
reference of this subject to the committee, I had an 
interview with the Secretary of the Navy, by di- 
rection of the naval committee. Afterwards | was 
directed by the committee to communicate with 
him in writing. I did se, and to that letter, a copy 
of which I have in my hand, no reply has yet been 
received, { think it proper that this letter should 
be read, in order that the blame of the delay should 
rest where it belongs: 

é WASHINGTON, February 15, 1859. 

“Smr: Laminsirneted by the Committee of the Senate on 


| Naval Affairs 10 call your attention to the enclosed copy of 


a message from the President of the United States, and to 
inquire Whether your deparlinent is possessed of auy late 
information respecting the fie of the expedition commanded 


| by Sir John Franklin; whetherthe department has matured 


any plan for the participation by this Governuient in the 
proposed search ; and il so, the particulars and estimated 
cust of the plan are desired; and particularly whether, trom 
the information accessible to the department, it is deemed 
probable that an expedition dispatched in search of the 
inissing patty would be of any avail. The committee beg 
leave to Inguire also trom yon, as being information ‘likely 
to have been sought by the Executive before the subjeet was 
submited to Congress, and which it is supposed would be 
preserved in yður department, whether any reports lave 


| been received by the British Government from the several 


diyisions of the expedition of search fitted out in 1848, or 
from either of them, and whether any other expedition, 
having the same object in view, has been hitely dispatched 
by the British Government?” 

To that letter no reply has yet been received, 
Shortly after its transmission to the Navy Depart. 
ment, I believe the Secretary of the Navy was 
taken sick, and was probably for some week or 
two confined to his home; and it is possible that 
may be the reason why the communication has 
been overlooked, and no reply has yet been re- 
ceived by the committee upon which action could 
be reported to the Senate. 

Now, sir, as I am up, i will make an observa- 
tion or two in regard to the matter before the Sen- 
ate. I must confess that this resolution commends 
itself to my favor and support, from the very cir- 
cumstances under which it comes before us. I 
think the magnanimous and generous act of Mr. 
Grinnell, deserves, as the Senator from. Kentucky 
has remarked, the encouragement. and approbation 
of this body. I think, sir, it is an act which illus- 
trates and dignifies the character of the American 
merchant and citizen, and one which will reflect 
honor upon the nation to which he belongs. l} am 
attracted therefore to the support of this resolution 


| by the very considerations which seem with some 


gentlemen to influence their opposition to it. 
There are considerations with me which wouid 
strongly incline me against any expenditure to- 
wards an expedition of the kind proposed. Inthe 
first place, I think the expedition would be utterly 
hopeless of effect. Sir John Franklin left England 
in the spring of 1845, with a personnel of one hun- 
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for three years... ftwill be remembered by the Senate 
that they. were: exploring. in a region in which it is 
impossible: diat exhausted supplies could be re- 
plettisbed. «A period af two years has: already 
passed beyond that-for which they were provided, 
and-six months more: at least. must-expire before 
this“expedition “ean reach the place of search. 
Now, Ltake:it to be impossible: that the unfortu- 
nate ex peditioncan be yetin existence, or that any 
. ‘search: which. may be made can by:any possibility 
be fruitful of ‘success. . 
ample.means have already been provided, and all 
the assistance which: humanity or hope-might:in- 
‘spire. An expedition, divided into three paris, 
gailed-from Great Britain im 1847 or 1848, another 
expedition ‘sailed two or three-months ago, and 
two more expeditions are in progress of. prepara- 
tion-in:Great Britain pand probably one of them is 
now under way. L think. it probable that this is 
all: which humanity might reguire. But I shall, 
nevertheless, vote for this resolution; and I shall 
vote for it not. only because it is almost without 
cost. to the Government, but because it may also 
result in important advantages to our commercial 
interests. The vessels, I understand, will be 
manned with a crew of fifteen each, making in the 
whole thirty men only. It must be acknowledged 
that we have many more officers in the navy than 
the necessities of the. service can employ. The 
„service will be actually benefited by the employ- 
ment of some of the officers in this expedition— 
perilous and dangerous, I agree, but yet honorable 
to them and advantageous to the country, These 
officers are receiving their pay whether in service 
or not. > The personnel of the navy, so far as the 
‘ seamen are concerned, is limited by act of Con- 
gress to seven thousand five hundred men, and no 
more can be employed. The whole amount of 
this matter, then, will be, that thirty of these seven 
thousand five hundred men will be employed in 
this, instead of some other service, and recieve only 
the remuneration which they would recieve else- 
where in other situations. So that, in fact, the 
expedition will be without cost to the Government, 
and will be in every respect advantageous to it. 
But, sir, more than this. Itis not at all unlikely 
that this. expedition may reach beyond the icy 
barrier. into open seas, which may open to our 
varied . interests a very large field from which in- 
_ creased benefits may be derived. It is the more 
probable, from the. manner in which the expedi- 
tion is gotten up. The vessels are better suited 
than vessels usually have been for the purpose of 
exploring these seas. The officers selected are 
young, and have a fame to acquire, and, as I am 
told, are very competent and able commanders. 
The expedition, therefore, will go forth with great 
hope of benefit to the commercial interests of the 
country. i 
But, sir, there is another reason why we may 
_ with propriety accede to the request made by Mr. 
Grinnell, or rather by a very large and respectable 
number of citizens of New York, who have peti- 
tioned the Senate on the subject. it is this: I 
_ understand it to be material to the success of an ex- | 
` pedition going into these seas and exploring these 
shores for three years, and exposed to extreme 
hazard, that the strict discipline of the navy and 
the power of the Government should go with it, to | 
hold the crew to the service in which they engage. 
It is believed that it would not be practicable, if the | 
men were bound only by the ties of the commer- 
f cial service, to hold them in all the perils and hard- | 
ships which they must incur in these frozen seas 
for a period of three years. Now this considera- 
tion is of itself persuasive to the Senate to accord 
to this expeditiun the aid which is proposed. It is 
true that American whaling expeditions go out, and 
that discipline is maintained in them during a long 
voyage and great hardship and peril, but this 
arises from the peculiar system under which the 
business has grown into importance and value. Itis 
because every man on board is interested, as a 
shareholder, in maintaining discipline and prosecu- 
ting the enterprise to a successful termination. With 
these observations, without detaining the Senate 
further, I shall give my vote for the resolution as it 
stands before the Senate. : 
The resolution was then read a third time, and 
the question recurred on its passage. | 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Mr. President, 


before the vote is taken, I wish briefly to state the || 


views which decide my course. While I agree 
“with all that has been said in admiration of the en- 


But. I think; also, “that || 


terprise and genius of the lost captain of the British 
navy, and sympathize with all the. feeling which 
has found expression as connected with this mat- 
ter, there is a consideration with me that isbeyond 
all this: ‘So far as merchant vessels may enter into 
this search, they have already sufficient induce- 
ment, not merely in the trade which they may 
prosecute, but in the prospect of the reward which 
is offered. 1 have more hope from the- enterprise 
of Yankee whalers than from a national expedition. 
But’ it is not of the probability of success that I 
would speak: | This is a proposition that the Gov- 
ernment-of the United States shall enter into a 
search for the lost seamen of Great Britain. Now, 
while we have explorers upon land and sea of our 
own, whose fate is involved in uncertainty, and 
who, though not so well: known to the world at 
large, have in their own circle eyes that watch and 
weep for them as sincerely and anxiously as do 
others for the more distinguished, and who, having 
the highest aims upon our Government, are lost 


—perhaps captives among the savage, and yet re- 
main unsought for—l hope that the efforts of the 
Government, the means of the treasury, will first 
be expended for them. The sun of our Govern- 
ment should shine equally upon all its citizens, but 
constitutionally it shines only upon them— it has 
no rays to lend to those who owe no allegiance to 
our flag; surely none until it has lighted all within 
the proper sphere of its illumination, The British 
Government has done much—much has been done 
and is doing by private enterprise—to discover, if 
possible, the lost navigator. If, happily, he could 
be discovered by an American merchant vessel 
within thelimit of the recommendation of the Exe- 
cutive, orif he could be discovered by our navy in 
the proper discharge of their duties, it would be 
gratifying to our national pride, deeply gratifying 
to our humane feeling. But an expedition fitted 
out for this purpose alone appears to me to be be- 
yond the duties of the Government—not the proper 
service of our navy, and not a constitutional ob- 
ject for the appropriation of money. Having all 
sympathy of feeling with the widow, and admira- 
tion for the noble seaman, I must, nevertheless, con- 
sider such a.course a very improper exercise of the 
| functions of this Government. I think it is improp- 
er to appropriate money for such a purpose; and 
I can only be convinced of an error in this opinion 
by being shown that this Government is not a cor- 
poration formed by the States for specific objects 
and with hmited powers, but is a great eleemosy- 
nary institution with a range as wide as the claims 
i of humanity, unbounded by either sea or land. 
Until this great change in my creed occurs, I ex- 
pect to hold that there is no power of this Govern- 
ment, no duty of this Government, that can be 
brought to bear upon the subject now before us, and 
therefore to withhold my support from all such 
propositions. I object not to the fact that these 
ships are owned by private individuals; though, if 
this expedition is considered a proper duty of the 
navy, (and the remarks made by the chairman of 
the Committee on Naval Affairs seem so to indi- 
cate,) then we should build vessels suited for this | 
purpose. ‘If it differs from the general objects of 
the country, the known national objects—if it is 
| an extraordinary exercise of power, not drawn 
from the Constitution—then we should have noth- 
| ing to do with it, in one case or the other. 
These are my opinions, Mr. President; and 
| these will control my vote. J will not enter into | 
an extended view of the subject, or‘attempt to show | 
the remote consequences of this wide departure | 
from strict construction: the anxiety known to be 
felt to terminate the debate forbids it. 

Mr. DAYTON. I desire to say a word or two 
| in reference to this matter, and the observations 
i which have been made by honorable Senators. 


I regret very much that, in reference to this object, | 
in the merit and beneficence of which we all concur, | 
so many collateral issues have been made in the | 
course of the debate. One talks of the conduct of | 
the Administration, as illustrated in the past his- i 
| tory of this question; another, of the dignity of the | 
Government; and now, as I understand the Senator | 


| last up, a question of constitutional power is raised, | 
| though the latter certainly cannot be called a collat- į 
j eral issue. In this case, sir, it was hardly worth | 
| while, it seems to me, to arraign and question the 
| conduct of the Government, in reference to a reso- 


| 
i 
| 


lution of the kind whieh is now before the Senate, | 


j as to whether the Executive has or has not fulfilled | 


to the world, Let the Executive stand or fall by 
what has passed ; it is needless to’ multiply words 
upon that subject. But then it is said that our 
playing second to a private individual is a diminu- 
tion of our national dignity; that it isnot becom- 
ing a great Government like this to stand in that 
position; that it will indicate a want of proper self- 
respect. Now, Mr. President, it strikes me as di- 
rectly the reverse. Let me appeal to gentlemen, 
and ask them in what position the Government 
will stand, if, taking this view of the question, we 
defeat any action by the agency of private enter- 
prise? We here find an individual of high-toned 
feeling, who-is willing to embark his own means 
in an enterprise of this kind, which the Govern- 
ment has neglected; who has brought it almost to 
a head, and now, while admitting the merit of the 
object proposed, the Governmentsteps in and says, 
No, no; we are not going into this matter with 
you; itis beneath our dignity. Stand back! Let 
the thing go. Whether we, the Government, do 
it or not, is a matter to be determined hereafter; 
but you, at least, shall have nothing to do with it, 
whether weactornot. And this ismagnanimity ! 
Sir, we, Congress, should have been a little more 
prompt, should have shown a somewhat earlier 
appreciation of the honor of the enterprise, as well 
as the obligation we owe to humanity. Sir, with 
very great respect to the judgment and feelings of 
others, it seems to me, that it would be an exhibi- 
tion of a much higher degree of magnanimity upon 
the part of this Government, to say to this man, 
who has acted in a spirit and with a noble feeling 
that becomes a man, you have moved in this 
matter and embarked your means; we will give to 
you the honor and glory to which its inception 
entitles you, and aid you in carrying out your en- 
terprise. That, it strikes me, would be a proper ex- 
hibition of feeling and magnanimity worthy agreat 
Government, aiding one of its best citizens in the 
prosecution ofa noble object. Task gentlemen again, 
if, standing upon this question of etiquette between 
the Government and a private individual, we say 
that we will have nothing to do with it, and thereby 
deprive the individual himself of the power of con- 
summating his praiseworthy purpose, in what a 
humiliating position would the Government stand ? 
Why, Mr. President, we know perfectly well that 
the Government would not have heard of this mat- 
ter at all, but for the fact that this individual found 
that he would be frustrated in his purposes—that 
pecuniary means, however ample, could not fulfill 
his intentions. He ascertained upon consultation 
with others, that the discipline of the naval service “ 
was absolutely essential to enable him to carry into 
effect his object. He was, therefore, without the 
means of consummating his undertaking upon his 
own authority, and referred the whole to the action 
of hisGovernment. He comes here, however, not 
to seek appropriations from the Government, be- 
cause the chairman of the Naval Committee tells 
us that the officers are paid, and the men are paid, 
whether they go upon this expedition or not, The 
officers and men are willing to volunteer for this 
hazardous enterprise, and the only question is, 
whether we will permit them to go and take these 
hazards. Sir, it may be all useless. These ex- 
plorers for whom they seek may long since have 
1n the polar regions paid the penalty of their dar- 
ing enterprise; they may be no more; but, sir, if 
there is a chance of finding there a man, or traces 
of a man, and American officers and American sea- 
men are willing to go into those regions for the 
purpose of searching and saving all or any that 
they can or may, they shall have my most hearty 
concurrence and approbation. Nor will I stop to 
question very much whether it shall cost the Gov- 
ernment a dollar, or whether it shall not. It may 
be that they are no more, but it is more than 
probable that traces of them may be found. Even 
if they themselves are lost, when, where, and how 
they were lost may be important to the navigating 
interests of the country and the world. But, sir, 
it is by no means certain that they will not some 
of them be found. The British Government, those 
who are best acquainted with this subject—they 
have not abandoned hope. They are yet fitting 
out expeditions for the purpose of this explora- 
tion, and, as has been said by my associate, [Mr. 
Mintzer, the great veteran of polar discovery, Sir 
John Ross, is willing to hazard himself even at 
the age of upwards of seventy, 1 think, in this 
further exploration and research. I learn also, 


his pledges to the lady of Sir John Franklin, and ; 


sir, that the circumstances of the season are afford- 
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ing most favorable indications for an exploration 
of this kiad. The navigators of our seas tell us 
that never within the memory of man has there 
been such a quantity of the floating ice of. the 
northern seas in the seas far South, as during the 
present season. They say that this shows an ear- 
lier breaking up than usual of the ice in the north- 
ern seas, and there isa probability of opening chan- 
nels further North than has been exhibited for 
many years. If then an expedition starts under 
existing circumstances, it is believed that they will 
have an opportunity of penetrating further North 
than in ordinary seasons. 

I submit, Mr. President, that, under any aspect 
in which this question can be considered, it is 
right and proper that we pass this resolution, and 
that we pass it speedily. To delay, to defer, to 
make a question whether the Government shall 
take the matter into its own hands and buy ships 
or build ships, is to end the whole matter. Let us 
pass the resolution, without further debate here, 
and now. 

Mr. DAVIS called for the yeas and nays, and 
they were ordered. 

Mr. BUTLER. I did not intend to have taken 
part in this discussion, but if the yeas and nays 
are taken my vote may be misunderstood, and | 
therefore desire to say a few words in explanation 
of that vote. It would indeed be a great triumph 
to American enterprise if we could make the dis- 
covery about which so much has been suid here 
to-day —avery great triumph. I know that national 
reputation is national property of the highest 
value; and, if we can acquire reputation by 
making this discovery, I shall rejoice atit, The 
chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs has 
told us that these officers are willing to embark in 
this hazardous enterprise, and that the men will 
also embark voluntarily; and he also tells us that 
it is taking men who are doing nothing and put- 
ting them into employment, such as may redound 
to the honor of the country. Ishall therefore vote 
for the resolution. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Like the Senator from South 
Carolina, L desire to state the ground upon which 
I shall record my vote in favor of this resolution. 
I shall vote for it because I can’see nothing improper 
in it, and because it will afford American officers 
and American seamen an opportunity of distin- 
guishing themselves and acquiring a reputation 
and character to our naval force. For this reason, 
and because | see nothing detrimental in it, I shall 
vote for the resolution. 

The yeas and nays were then taken, and re- 
sulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Benton, Brad- 
bury, Butler, Chase, Clay, Cooper, Corwin, Dawson, Day- 
ton, Dodge of Iowa, Dodge of Wisconsin, Greene, Houston, 
Mangum, Miller, Merton, Pearce, Phelps, Pratt, Seward, 
Shields, Sturg:on, Wales, Whitcomb, aud Yulee—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Borland, Bright, Cass, Davis 


of Mississppi, Douglas, Downs, Felch, Foote, Hunter, Jones, 
King, Norris, Rusk, Sebastian, and Turney—16. 


So the joint resolution was passed. 
On motion of Mr. DOUGLAS, the Senate then 
roceeded to the consideration of the order of the 

day, being the unfinished business of yesterday. 

Mr. BUTLER moved that it be postponed till 
to-morrow, and that the Senate proceed to the con- 
sideration of Executive business. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. | hope not. 
bill will be disposed of. é 

Mr. BUTLER. Judging from what has already 
taken place, the debate wiil not be finished within 
a week. 

A division was called for, when the motion to 
postpone was carried. i . 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of executive business, and, after some time spent 
therein, the doors were thrown open, and 

The Senate adjourned. 


I hope that this 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, May 2, 1850. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

The SPEAKER announced the regular order 
of business to be the call of the committees for 
reports, commencing where the call was last sus- 
pended, with the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

THE AMERICAN MERIDIAN. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, from the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, submitted the following 
report and joint resolution concerning the Ameri- 
can prime meridian: 


H 
The Committee on Naval Affairs, to which 
were referred sundry memorials protesting against 


in the preparation of the American Nautical Al- 
manac, respectfully report: 

That in the investigation of this subject they 
have had the benefit of the views of many of the 
most eminent scientific men of the country, given 
in their correspondence with Lieutenant Charles 
H. Davis, the superintendent of the American 
Nautical Almanac, and furnished to the committee 
by the Secretary of the Navy. There is great | 
conflict of sentiment among these distinguished | 
gentlemen; but it is believed that two positions | 
are so well established as to admit of no dispute. | 


navigation some inconvenience would be experi- | 
enced by abandoning the Greenwich and adopting 

the American prime meridian; and, second, that 

the establishment of the latter is indispensable to 

| the accuracy and perfection of all astronomical and 

geographical operations upon this continent. -The 

committee are of opinion that the inconvenience to 

navigators resulting froma change of meridian has 

been greatly overrated; and if it were necessary to 

| determine whether this difficulty is of sufficient 

weight to counterbalance the advantages of the 

change to astronomy and geography, the com- 

mittee would have no hesitation in deciding in 

favor of the American meridian. Butit is believed 

that all controversy may be avoided and all parties | 
satisfied by adopting the American meridian for 
astronomical and geographical purposes, and cal- 
culating that portion of the Nautical Almanac, 
designed for the exclusive use of navigators, for 
the meridian of Greenwich. This policy is not | 
entirely new. In a letter of date the 2d October, 
| 1849, from Professor Enke to the editor of the 
« Astronomisch Nachrichten,” No. 695, that distin- 
guished astronomer says: 


« With the annual publication of the Berlin Astronomical 
Register for 1852, which is already prepared, tis Journal 
changes back to its earlier form; the nautical data are omit- 
ted, and it passes over againinto my hands. The difficulty to 
be set aside, viz: thatthe Berlin meridian, which I must re- 
tain in the register, does not correspond with the meridian of | 
the sea charts, prevents mainly its use with seafaring men, so 
that, with justice, the ministry, who direct the business, bold | 
a further connection of the two parts, the nautical and the as- 


In accordance with this example, which, so far as 
relates to the establishment of a national meridian 
_ for astronomical purposes, is believed to be the 
| policy of every enlightened nation on the globe, the 
į committee present a joint resolution effecting the 
i same result, and they respectfully recommend its 
| passage by the House. It is not, however, in- 
| tended by this measure to signify anything beyond 
| a deference to the present convenience and wishes 
| of our mercantile marine, rendered appropriate per- 
| haps by the fact that the meridian of Greenwich is į 
| at this time more generally used than any other. 
It is not impossible that a speedy change in the 
channels adopted by the commerce of the Pacific, 
and indeed in the commercial empire of the world, 
| may hereafter demand, even for the navigator, a 
| more central and convenient meridian, But this 
will be more properly a subject for future investi- 
| gation. | 

The committee have not deemed it necessary to | 
do more than give this brief statement of their con- | 


the establishment of an American prime meridian || 


These are: first, that in the present condition of || 


tt 


1 

| 

tronomical, as injudicious.”? ji l S yee, 
|, of radically changing the system of navigation— 

L} 


change. - The resolution which he now: reported 
was a compromise resolution... Jt met the abject 
sought to be attained, and at the same time gave 
satisfaction to those gentlemen who had protested 
against the change. Supposing, therefore, that 
the resolution could give rise to no debate from any 
| quarter, and in order that time might not be un- 
necessarily consumed, he moved that the resolu- 
tion be put upon its passage. Ta 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, called for the 
reading of the resolution. 
|. The resolution having been read— ; 
| Mr. McLANE desired to be informed by the 
| gentleman from Tennessee {Mr. Stanton] wheth- 
| er the resolution made any reference to American 
charts? : 

Mr. STANTON, in reply to the inquiry, raid: 


li The resolution will not interfere with American 


| charts, which, though necessarily based upon and 


i! calculated from an American meridian, are also 


| adapted to the meridian of Greenwich. Such will 
| continue to be the case after the passage of this 
‘resolution. Indeed, by its very terms, the usual 
meridian is to be retained for all nautical purposes. 
This secures all that can be claimed. or asked by 
| the ship-owners or navigators of the country. The 
| first clause of the resolution establishing the Ameri- 
| can meridian for astronomical and geographical 
| purposes, does nothing more than confirm what 
‘is now done, what always has been done, and 
; what must continue to be done—for all the opera- 
| tions of the.coast survey must necessarily be based 
| upon, and referred to, the meridian of some point 
| on this continent. 

| 


Mr. McLANE said, that he hoped the gentle- 
man from Tennessee [Mr. Sranron] would not 


| press the joint resolution to a vote at this time, 


| There could be no doubt that the original prayer 
; of the petitioners contemplate an entire revolution 
lin the whole system of navigation, so far as 
' American navigators were concerned. It was 
| well known that from all parts of the country, 
| and especially from the cities—from New Orleans 
! to Boston—protests had’ been made against the 
| contemplated change. And as the gentleman from 
i Tennessee [Mr. Srawron] had stated that the 
i resolution which he had reported was a com- 
| promise resolution—some modification of the idea 


i and as the gentleman had submitted a report with 
i; the resolution, it seemed to him that the subject 
|: was of sufficient importance to require that the 
|! report should be printed and laid before the House 
|! before the members should be called upon to 
adopt the resolution, He moved, therefore, that 
the report be printed, and that the joint resolution 
be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. STANTON said that if he had supposed 
į that the resolution, in the form in which it had 
been presented, would have elicited any debate, 
| orhave given rise to dissatisfaction in any quarter 
| of the House, he would not have proposed that it 
| should now be put upon its passage. The resolu- 
| tion which he had submitted represented the views 
| ofa large portion of those who signed the memo- 
i rials protesting against the change. As regarded 


li the excitement which had existed upon the sub- 


| ject, he believed it was generally understood that 


clusions, inasmuch as the subject has been so fully 
discussed in the interesting correspondence above 
mentioned, to which they refer, and which they 
beg leave to append as a part of this report. 

| A Joint Resolution concerning American prime meridian : 


Resolved hy the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That here- | 
after the meridian of the Oservatory at Washington shall be | 
opted and used as the American mncredian for ajl astronom- : 


| 


i ical and geographical purposes, and that such pert ofthe com- į 


| putatious of the Nautical Almanac as may be designed for the 
exclusive use of navigators, shali be adapted to the meridian 
of Greenwich. 


title, 
l. Mr. STANTON said, it was very well known 
that great excitement had been produced among 
commercial men in the eastern cities, in regard to 
the resolution adopted by both Houses during the 
last Congress, to publish an American Nautical | 
Almanac. The excitement arose from the propo- | 
sition to change the meridian—the most usual | 
; meridian of sea-faring men being that of Green- | 
i wich. The memorials, which accompanied the | 


| report, contained the representations of.a great | 
i many commercial men, protesting against the | 


ji 


i Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, said, that so far 


The resolution having been read twice by its | 


i 


lit came from a quarter which had a pecuniary 


i 


; interest in it—and that this was not really a matter 


i! of so much importance to the commercial interests 


as to publishers of charts, and the republishers of 
! the English Nautical Almanac, . 


| as the objections which he had made to tke reso- 
' lution were concerned, any intimation that. they 
. came from parties having in the remotest degree 
_any pecuniary interest in the matter, was without 
` foundation. The memorials to which he referred 
i! were the memorials which had been referred to 
the Committee on Commerce, and rereferred, by 
|i order of the House, to the Committee on Naval 
|i affairs. Therefore, the gentleman from Tennes- 
see, [Mr. Sranroy, | if he had looked at these me- 
| morials, would have found that they emanated from 
| ship-owners and the navigating interests of the 
; country. He (Mr. McL.) did not doubt that the 
| resolution before the House might meet these ob- 
‘jections. He did not intend to impeach the fact 
| which the gentleman had stated, that the resolution 
| avoided these objections. But he repeated, they 
| did not come from interested parties. They came 
| from insurance companies—from the owners of 


Ships; and:those who sailed them—from -practical f 
pavigators. “Allihar he asked'was; thatthe report 
shouldbe prigted; arid thatthe geneman trom 
Maxssachusets [Mr.‘Wixturor|—the predecessor 
of the gentleman who fills the station of presiding 
officer: Of this: Hioase—and. gentlemen in this 
Fouse representing cities, should.not be the only | 
persons: permitted to examine the resolution before 
„afinal vote was taken, The gentleman from Tes- 
essee. had undertaken, by this resolution, to ad- 
just the differences of opinion which existed on the 
subject. He. (Mr. :McL.) hoped that the House 
would atleast have an opportunity of ascertaining 
what the nature of that-adjustmént. was. : 
Mr. STANTON rose.to reply. D 
Mr. CARTTER desired to ask the gentleman 
from Tennessee, [Mr. Sranton,]} whether it was 
proposed to navigate the ocean by joint resolution. 
Laughter.) 2 : ` 
‘Mr. STANTON: said that was not exactly the 
proposition.” (Renewed laughter.) The proposi- 
tion was to prepare an American Nautical Alma- 
nac, andto fix the basis on which the work should 
be. established. 
from Maryland {[Mr. McLane} had stated, that 
the memorials came from ship-owners and sea- 
faring men, and insurance companies; but it was 
also true, if be (Mr. S.) was not mistaken, that 
these memorials were all of the same character 
precisely—printed. by the same press, and upon 
the same paper—indicating a common origin, and 
that origin, he believed, tolerably well understood, | 
But it had not been his intention to open any ques- | 
tion of difficulty, or to produce any difference of 
opinion on the subject; and he must be permitted 
to say, that if the gentieman from Maryland [Mr. 
McLane] understood it as wellas he ought to un- 
derstand t,he would not have hesitated one moment 
to give his assent to the adoption of the resolution. 
It solved the whole difficully—it settled the mat- 
ter to the satisfaction of everybody who had in- 
vestigated it. But he would not press the motion 
which he had made, that the resolution should 
now be put upon its passage. Fie was perfectly 
willing that it should be referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
. Mr. CHANDLER said that if he understood 
the matter rightly, there was a necessity that the 
nautical almanac should be prepared and published 
insdue season; and the question 18, whether this 
is desirable. He did not know with whom the 
hostility to this resolution had commenced. That, 
however, was a consideration of little importance. i 


He couid well conceive that those gentlemen who || 


were interested in tie publication of maps and 
charts, may have an objection to the change which 
was proposed by this resolution, But he believed |! 
that there was great propriety in the policy of | 
establishing the prime meridian in the United i 
States. In the adoption of this resolution it wouid |; 
be rendered necessary that from Philadelphia and į 
Boston to New Orleans, the meridian should be || 


as was at first proposed. There could be no doubt, | 
that men of the highest scientific attainments had |! 
proposed an entire chauge of the meridian. 

Mr. HOUSTON (Mr. Cuanper yielding) 
-begged permission. to ask the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania a question. Had not scientific gen- 
tlemen, to whom the fate Secretary of the Navy 
had submitted the subject, made a report in oppo- 
sition to this change? 

Mr. CHANDLER, (resuming.) I cannot give 
an answer to that question. 

Mr. STANTON, (Mr. Cuanper yielding the 
floor.) The gendeman trom Deiaware has asked 
if scientific gentlemen, to whom the late Secretary 
of the Navy bad submitted the subject, have not 
reporied against the change? Some of these gen- 
tlemen have given such an opinion, while others 
have expressed themselves very decidedly in fa- 
vor of it. AH concur in the necessity of estab- į; 


| perception of the subject in all its bearings. 


It was true, as the gentleman || 
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state of the Union, if it could come early for ac- 
tion, but he was ready to vote to put it on its pas- 
sage. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, disclaimed 
any intention to say much on the subject, because 
he did not-think the House was at-present. pre- 
pared to.act upon it. The interests. of science 
were involved in the question, and it was. pro- 
posed to settle it now and forever. - Before so im- 
portant -a decision was made, it was incumbent 
on the, House to satisfy itself that.it had a clear 

e 
hoped, therefore, that the resolution wouid -be re- 
ferred. to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of. the Union, in order that the report may be 
printed, and that the matter might be properly 
and finally disposed of. He demanded the pre- 
vious question. f : 

There was a second. And the main question 
was ordered to be now taken; which main ques- 
tion was first on the motion of Mr. McLane, to 
| refer the jomt resolution to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HOUSTON called. for the reading of the 
| resolution; which was again read. 
| Mr. JONES moved that the joint resolution be 
laid upon the table. 

The question on that motion was taken, and de- 
cided in the negative—ayes 33, noes 90. . 

So the House decided that the joint resolution 
should not be laid on the table. 


Mr. McLanm, and decided in the affirmative, with- 
out a division. 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and, with the accompanying report, was ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, from the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, reported a bill for the re- 
lief of the securities of Robert S. Moore, deceased, 
late purser in the United States Navy; which was 
read a first and second time by its tide, referred to 
a Committee of the Whole House, and, with the 
report accompanying, ordered to be printed. 


THE LATE TEXAS NAVY. 


Mr. STANTON also reported from the same 
committee, a bill to authorize the President of the 
United States to incorporate the officers of the late 


! 
J 


which was read a first and second time by its title, 
| referred to a Committee of the Whole on the state 
| of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HOWARD desired to submit a motion that 


|i the bill be made the special order for some partic- 
il ular day. 


The SPEAKER said the motion could be en- 
tertained only by unanimous consent. 

Objection was made. 

So the motion was not received. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Eli Dar- 
ling; which was read a first and second time by its 
tide, referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
and, with the report accompanying, ordered to be 
printed. 


a bill respecting naval pensions; which was read a 
first and second time by its titie, referred to the 


the Union, and, with the report accompanying, 


į ordered to be printed. 


MARINES. 


teported a joint resolution for the relief of marines 
who have been detained on duty while upon for- 


‘eign stations beyond the time of their regular en- 
| lisument. i 


The resolution having been twice read by its 
tide, Mr. WHITE moved that it be put upon its 
passage. 

Mr. JONES moved that the resolution be re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 


lishing an American meridian for scientific and | 
geographical purposes, a 
Mr. CHANDLER resumed. He understood | 
there was a general desire that this question as to || 
the meridian shouid be settled with as little delay | 
as possible, in order that tne almanac may be pre- || 
pared. He concurred in this general sentiment. || 
He showed no objection that, with a view to the 
„better understanding of the resoluuon, it should 
bereferred to the Committee of the Whole on the 


| 
| 
| 


of the Union. 


Mr. WHITE hoped, he said, that the gentle- | 


man from Tennessee (Mr. Jones] would not press 
that motion, The joint resoluuon simply gave a 


construction to former laws, and authorized the | 


settlement of the claims of a class of men (marines) 
who, under the construction heretofore adopted, 
could not receive the benefit of them. 

Mr. JONES said, with the permission of the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Wuite,] he 


The question was then taken on the motion of | 


So the joint resolution was referred to the Com- | 


Texas Navy into the Navy of the United States; | 


Mr. W. also, from the same committee, reported |: 


Committee of the Whole House on the state af | 


Mr. WHITE also, from the same committee, | 


(Mr. J.) suggested that the. joint: resolution made 
an appropriation, or. created: a-charge upon the 
| Treasury, and must therefore be referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. WHITE said, Not at all. No appropri- 
ation was made. 
ane JONES submitted the point of order to tle 

air. 

The SPEAKER said, that the Chair had not 
read the resolution very. closely but that, from 
the reading by the Clerk, it seemed to be merely 
a resolution to extend, or give construction to, the 

provisions of previous acts. It contained no ap- 
í propriauion of., money—the appropriations requi- 
site to carry it into effect having been already 
made. In the judgment of the Chair, therefore, 
the resolution did not require commitment. 

Mr. JONES persisted in his motion to refer the 
resolution -to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. WHITE said he hoped the House would 
decide otherwise. There were very few men 
whose cases would be covered by the resolution; 
and their claims could not be paid by the depart- 
ments without the interposition of a law of’ this 
character. 

Mr. JONES presumed, he said, that the motion 
to refer was pending. IJf.it was not, he would now 
Í make it. 

The SPEAKER said, the motion to refer was 
the pending question. 

Mr. JONES said, that it seemed to him to be 
very strange that all the reports which emanated 
from the Committee on Naval A ffairs of this House 
were of. such immediate importance that they 
would admit of no delay, but must be put upon 
their passage with telegraphic speed, in order that 
| those in the public service whom they proposed 
| to reach might suffer no inconvenience. He did 
not know what the principle involved in the reso- 
lution was. Thegentleman from New York [Mr. 
Wut] said, that it contemplated the payment of 
some marines. He (Mr. J ) recollected that 
somehow, or * somehow else,” by the operation 
| probably of a vote of the Senate, one marine was 
i| created a brevet brigadier general under a reso- 
lution, And by some means or other, the ap- 
pointment was made to refer back some five or six 
years, though no such officer was required for that 
| branch of the service, or known to it, there not 
being marines enough in the service to make a 
| brigadier general’s command. That officer was 
i made colonel, and,-receiving the honorary title, 
|! claimed the pay of a brigadier general for these 
|i five orsix years to which his brevet rank was made 
ji to refer. A board of military officers was con- 
i; vened, and awarded to him the sum of twelve 
i, thousand dollars as back pay ugder the resolution. 
i} Whether he had got the money, or whether the 
| “interest thereon” had been paid, the country had 
| not yet been informed. He thought, at all events, 
i that the ease he had cited was a precedent suffi- 
i cient to require the commitment of this joint reso- 
‘ lution to a Committee of the Whole on the state of 
| the Union, and its printing—so that the House 
. might understand what its nature and object were. 
|, He moved the previous question. 
ji And the question being taken thereon, the vote 
‘| stood ayes 63, noes not counted. 

So there was a second. 

And the main question (being first on the refer- 
| ence, &c.) was ordered, and, being taken, was de- 
cided in the affirrvative without a division. 

So the resolution was referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and was 
ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. BOCOCK, it was 

Ordered, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be dis- 
i; charged from the further cousideration of the memoriat of 
{| William B. Bingty, praying for additional compensation for 
ji ten acres of land in Gosport, Virginia, sold to the United 

States, for a site for the Dry Dock, and that it be laid ou the 
j; table. 

' Mr. BOCOCK also, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of Rebecca Winn; 


i 


i 


i 
1 


| 
| 
ł 
| 
f 
|| 


solve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union on the census bill, but subse- 
quently withdrew the motion. 
JOHN HOGAN. 
Mr. McDOWELL, from the Committee on 


1850. 
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Naval Affairs, reported back, without amendment, 
the joint resolution from the Senate for the relief 
of John Hogan; and he moved that it be referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. . 

Mr. JONES said, it would be seen by reference 
tò the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill which 
passed in 1848, that an appropriation was. con- 
tained in that bill of $1,200, which was to be in 
full satisfaction for all experises and extra allow- 
ances to John Hogan as commercial agent to 
some of the West India islands, if he mistook not; 
and he recollected that when the bill was before 
the President and bis Cabinet on the last night of 
the session in the Vice President’s room, he hap- 
pened to be there, and when they came to that par- 
ticular item, it was said by some of them, that that 
sum was in addition to a previous full allowance 
for said accounts and expenses—that it was a 


payment of $1,200 beyond what this man was | 
This bill proposed to make a | 


justly entitled to. 
further appropriation, to be paid on account of the 
same claim. It was very unnecessary, he thought, 
for the House to consume further time in legista- 
ting in reference to this claim which had already 
been overpaid; and if no gentleman was disposed 
to speak, he would move to lay the bill on the table. 
Ifany gentleman desired to speak, he would with- 
draw the motion. 

Mr. HARALSON said, if it was in order, he 
wished to discuss the bill. l 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
it is not proper to discuss the bill at this time, as 
the rule requires that all proceedings touching 
appropriations of money shall first be discussed 
in Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. £ 

The question being taken on the motion of Mr. 
Jones, it was decided in the negative. 

So the House refused to lay the bill on the 
table. 

The question recurring on the motion to refer 


the bill to the Committee of the Whole House, | 


was taken and agreed to. 
So the bill was referred. 
Mr. BUEL, from the Committee on Foreign 


Affairs, to whom was referred the memorial of | 


Benjamin Rush, praying compensation for his 
services as Chargë d’Affaires at London, during the 
absence of Mr. Stevenson, made an adverse re- 
port thereon; which was ordered to lie on the table 
and be printed. 

THE NAVIGATION OF THE ST. LAWRENCE 


AND RECIPROCITY OF TRADE. 
Mr. BUEL, from the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, to whom was referred sundry petitions 
of citizens residing in States adjacent to the north- 


ern chain of lakes; and also the memorial of the | 
Legislature of the State of Wisconsin, praying į 


Congress to adopt measures for securing to Amer- 
ican commerce the right of freely navigating the 
St. Lawrence; and also, joint resolutions of the 
Legislature of the State of Michigan, relative to 
the same subject, reported the following joint res- 
olution; and also made a report of views on the 
part of a portion of the committee: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United Stutes of America, in Congress ussembled, That the 
free navigation of the St. Lawrence river, for commercial 
purposes, demands the earnest attention of the American 
Government; and that itis highly desirable that it be se- 
cured to American commerce at an early day. 

The joint resolution having been twice read by 


its titie— 


Mr. B. moved to refer it to the Committee of: 
the Whole on the state of the Union; and it being | 
desirable, he said, that it should receive early con- |, 


sideration, during the preseat session, he would 


move, if it were in order, to make the resolution | 


the special order for the fourth Tuesday in June. 

The SPEAKER said the motion could only be 
made by unanimous consent. 

Mr. McLANE objected, and moved to refer the 
joint resolution to the Committee on Commerce. 
He would state to the gentleman from Michi- 

an : 
j Mr. BUEL interposed, and said he had moved 
to refer the joint resolution to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and at the 
same time had asked leave io move to make it the 
special order for the fourth Tuesday in June. That 
being objected to, he supposed it would go to the 


Committe of the Whole on the state of the Union 


without any particular day being assigned for its 
consideration. 

The SPEAKER announced the question to be 
first on the motion to refer to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. McLANE said he wished the attention of 
the gentleman from Michigan for a few moments, 


lution to take a more appropriate reference than 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. There had already been referred to the 
Committee on Commerce the general subject of 
providing for the free navigation of the St. Law- 
rence. 
with the Canada reciprocity bill. 
January last, the House had re-referred to the 
Committee on Commerce the bill then in the Com- 


providing for the joint reciprocity of trade, in 
order to assimilate the bill to a bill pending in the 
Senate, which provided for the free navigation of 
the St. Lawrence. That was the‘instruction of the 
House. in obedience to this instruction, the Com- 
mittee on Commerce proceeded to ascertain, 
through the State Department, what steps were 
necessary to obtain the free navigation of the St. 
Lawrence. The correspondence between 


State, led to a correspondence between the Secre- 
tary of State and the British Minister. That cor- 
respondence, it was the purpose of the Commitiee 
on Commerce to report to. the House, with a view 
that the House might take action in reference to 
the Canada reciprocity bill, which it had recom- 
mitted to the Committee on Commerce, with a 
view to put into it the free navigation of the St. 
Lawrence, and otherwise assimilate it to the bill 
pending in the Senate. In the correspondence 
between the Secretary of State and the British 
Minister, to which he had alluded, the British 
Minister did concede fally his right and his will- 
ingness to give the free navigation of the St 
Lawrence to our shipping and our citizens. That 
functionary stated that he had the power and 
instructions to give to the citizens and the ship- 
ping of the United States the use of the Welland 


was instructed, when he reported the bill, to report 


State. 

Inasmuch, then, as the House had already con- 
: fided to one committee the duty of assimilating 
the reciprocity bill to the bill now pending before 
the Senate, (which meant that they shouid attach 
to the bill a proviso that the free navigation should 
be conceded,) he hoped that the House would not 
take any other action until they had opportunity 
to examine the correspondence and the report of 
the Committee on Commerce, which was to be 
made under the instructions of the House. 

‘Mr. MEACHAM was understood to inquire, 
what equivalent the British minister required for 
the free navigation of the St. Lawrence and of the 
Welland canal? 

Mr. McLANE replied, that the British minister 
stated that he was at liberty to concede the free 
navigation of the St. Lawrence and the adjacent 
‘| canal; and that should the Congress of the United 
| States pass a reciprocity bill similar to that passed 
by the Legislature of Canada—or, rather, should 
they pass the very bill which had once passed this 
House, and was communicated to him, he, as 
minister of the Imperial Governnient, was wiling 
at once to grant the free navigation of the St. Law- 
rence to the citizens and shipping of the United 
States. 


British minister. 


proposed that the joint resolution which had been 
reported from one standing committee—the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations—should be referred to 
another standing committee, the Committee on 
Commerce. ‘This, in his opinion, would place 


ridiculous attitude before the House and before 
the country. This subject had been referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations, and they, 
after mature consideration, had reported to the 
House that which it was proposed by the gentle- 
man from Michigan, te make the special. order for 


i 


| 
i 
\ 


with the hope that he would allow the joint reso- | 


But that particular subject was associated | 
Some time in | 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, ! 


the | 
Committee on Commerce and the Secretary of | 


canal and the river St. Lawrence. He (Mr. McL.) | 


the correspondence, a copy of which had been |; 
furnished to the committee by the Secretary of |! 


He would send to the Clerk’s table and have | 
read, if desired by the House, the letter of the | 


Mr. HARALSON said, as he understood the || 
gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. McLane,} he | 


i 
i 
| 
1 
| 
! 
i 
| that committee (on Foreign Relations) in a rather | 
Í 
| 
| 
f 


La certain day in June; which ‘proposition being 
objected to, the gentleman had moved to refer the 
joint resolution to the Committee of the Whole 
on the State of the Union, where it would remain; 
inal probability, some five or six weeks before 
it received the final.action of the House. A subject 
of a similar character had, however, been referred 
to the Committe on Commerce, and they had not 
yet made their report. It seemed, from the disclo- 
sure made by the gentleman from Maryland, that 
the subject had already attracted the attention of 
the Government, and a correspondence. had taken 
place between the Secretary of State and. the Brit- 
tsh Minister at Washington. We did not know 
what that correspondence wag, but if it should be 
developed before they took final action that 
Mr. McLANE explained that he had been mis- 
apprehended by the gentleman from Georgia. 
He was not desirous to insist upon a motion to 
refer the joint resolution to the Committee on Com- 
merce. He had designed to make the motion that 
this joint resolution should go to the Committee on 
Corimerce, or to the Committee of the Whole on 
i the state of the Union, rather than to have it made 
the special order for the day suggested by the 
gentleman from Michigan, or than.to have it acted 
upon immediately, the course which he had under- 
stood the gentleman to desire, in case it was not 
made the special order. 

Mr. HARALSON (resuming) said, there had 
been a misapprehension on the part of the gen- 
tleman from Maryland of the motion made by the 
gentleman from Michigan, [Mr. Boe. | ‘The gen- 
tleman from Michigan had simply asked leave to 
| make the joint resolution a pecial order, and ohjec- 
tion having been made he had moved to referat to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. ‘There could be no objection to its being 
so referred. [fit were thus disposed of, there would 
be ample time before it would be reached for 
action, for the Committee an Commerce to make 
their report, and for the correspordence between 
the Secretary of State and the British Minister to 
be laid before the House and printed; ard at the 
proper time the whole subject would come up 
| together, He trusted, therefore, that the motion 
| of the gentleman from Michigan would prevaij, 
| and the joint resolution be referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BUEL said, he desired simply to state again 
i; the mouon which he had made, that it might be dis- 
tinctly understood by the House, it having been 
| misconceived by the gentleman from Maryland. 
j| He had moved that the joint resolution be referred 
| to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
| the Union; and had asked leave to move to make 
| it the special order of the day fer the fourth 
Tuesday in June; but the. latter motion being 
| objected to, he had fallen back upon the simple 
motion to refer it to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. — If the gentleman from 
| Maryland, therefore, had understood the motion 
| which he (Mr. B.) made, he would have seen 
i that there was no necessity for the remarks which 
| he had seen Ât to make. 

i Mr. WINTHROP said he thought this subject 
ought not to be allowed to be disposed of and to 
pass away from before the Honse, without taking 
occasion to draw from it a wholesome moral. A 
| very anomalous course of proceeding had imper- 
| cepubly grown up, and had been extensively prac- 
| tised upon within tne last two or three years. It 
| was that of referring the same subject-matter to 
i two or three, and sometimes half a dozen commit- 
f 
i 
] 
| 


ii tees. This subject of the free navigation of the 
i St. Lawrence bad been referred to the Committee 
| on Commerce, and the same committee had under 
their consideration a bill for establishing a recip- 
rocal trade with Canada. The same subject had 
l also been referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. Asa member of that committee, he had 
| been obliged to act a good deal tm the dark with 
i reference to it. He had heard incidentally that 
the subject wes before the Committee on Com- 
nerce, and that that committee had had an oppor- 
il tunity of seeing the correspondence which- has 
| taken place between the British minister and the 
i Secretary of State of the United States. He felt 
that it was a somewhat awkward thing to be called 
upon to act in reference to the subject, without 


i 

i 

| 

i having an opportunity to examine that corre- 
| spondence. He was perfectly willing, however, to 
| give his sanction at any time to such a resolution 

| asthe one now reported, declaring it to be, in the 
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‘ean’ commerce.» He had therefore made no objec- 
tion to the. resolution. being reported, and should 
cordially concur-in its-adoption: But this was not 
the only instance in which æ double reference had 
been-made,. There were at this moment the well- 
known claims for French :spoliations, committed 
prior to 1800—and, in: his opinion, there were no 
claims ever-before Congress that weré more unim- 
` peachably just—which-had been referred: to halfa 
dozen committees. They were before the Commit- 
tee of Claims, and the Committee on Foreign: Re- 
lations, and he knew not how many others. 

It seemned to him that there ought to be some 
rule established by which these matters should be 
differently regulated. He supposed the practice 
had grown. up im consequence of’ the new rule 
under which gentlemen were permitted to hand 
their petitions'to. the Clerk with an endorsement 
upon them:of the committee to which the gentle- 
man presenting such petitions desired that they 
should be referred. The Speaker of the House 
could not be expected to’ be able to examine them 
all, and ascertain whether the reference proposed 
in every case was the appropriate reference. There 
ought to be some rule adopted by which every 
subject should be confined to a single committee, 
whose exclusive duty it should be to investigate 
it and report to the House the result of such 
investigation. There would then be some respon- 
sibility in regard to every subject. With regard 
to the particular resolution then before the House, 
it seemed to him that the proper course would be 
to refer it to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union; but he was opposed to 
making it the special order for any particular day, 
because there were many important subjects now 
pending, which were to be discussed in Committee 
of the Whole; among others the subject of the ad- 
mission of California into the Union as a State, the 
deficiency Will, and all the general appropriation 
Bills, which subjects must necessarily occupy 
much time, if not all the time between the present 
day and the day on which it might be reasonably | 
anticipated that an adjournment of Congress would 
takeplace. He was unwilling, therefore, that this 
subject should receive.a special assignment, until 
those important matters should have been disposed 
of; but if the resolution were simply referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, it could be suffered to remain without be- 
ing acted upon until the Committee on Commerce 


interfere with action upon the saine subject as in- 
volved in the reciprocity bill, which was now be- 
fore the Commitee on Commerce, Some confu- 
sion or misapprehension in regard to'it, arising, 
| doubtless, from his own fault, had led to the sup- 
position that he desired its reference to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. i : 

His purpose was not to interpose any objection 
to its reference to the Committee.of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, but he desired that action 
upon it should -be arrested until the reciprocity 
bill should be reported, for the reason that he had 
already -stated.. The Committee on Commerce 
were prepared to report the reciprocity bill in its 
original shape—in the shape in which it passed 
this House at the last session. The bill would 
be reported without any amendment, and he was 
prepared also to report to the House the correspond- 
ence which had taken place between the British 
Minister and the Secretary of State of the United 
States, in which the British Minister stated that 
he was authorized by his Government to accede 
| to the free navigation of the St. Lawrence, with 


| 
| 
| 
| 
i 


bill should become*a law. i 

His simple object was to prevent any action of 
this House which should conflict with, or embar- 
| rass, the action which the Committee on Com- 
merce had taken on the same subject, referred to 
that committee by the order of the House. Be- 
yond the performance of this parliamentary duty, 
he did not wish to* interfere with his friend from 
Michigan. 

Mr. PRESTON KING said he had made the 
inquiry in relation to this matter so that there 
might be a clear understanding in regard to it, as 


atan early day. He was aware that there was 


subject should not be postponed, interfere with 
action upon it. If, however, the matter should be 
| postponed, they would be enabled to procure all 
| the facts in relation to it. And he was gratified to 
| learn from the gentleman from Maryland, that the 
| correspondence between the British Minister and 
| the Secretary of State would be reported to the 
| House from that committee. 

Mr. WENTWORTH said, it was true that, as 
stated by the gentleman from Maryland, he was 
once in favor of inserting the free navigation of 
the St. Lawrence, in the Canadian reciprocity 
bil. No gentleman on this floor represented a 

| district so deeply interested in the free navigation 


made their report on the subject of reciprocal trade, | 


and the whole subject might then be acted upon |} 


at as early a day as might be consistent with the | 
paramount obligations which they were under to | 


| of the St. Lawrence as he did, and with them time 
| was everything. He entertained no doubt but the 
| navigation of the St. Lawrence would eventually 
i be free. This was destiny. But he and his con- 


the use of the adjacent canals, if the. reciprocity | 


he hoped that action: would be had on the subject į 


important business which would, perhaps, if this | 


freedom of the river St. Lawrence and of the 
Canadian canals be made a sine qua non. He 
feared that the opposition to this desirable object 
had assumed a more formidable shape than éver 
before. It was endeavoring to delay by amend- 
ments, what it could not defeat by directly oppo- 
sing it. There were countless amendments in- 
tended to be offered to the bill, and if they were 
all adopted, he feared that still more would be 
| conjured up, until some were adopted which would 
be sure to cause the rejection of the bill, either by 
| the Colonial or Home Government. 

Under all the circumstances of the case, Mr. 
W. called upon the friends of the free navigation 
| of the St. Lawrence to vote down all amendments 
to the Canadian reciprocity bill, and to pass it 
| directly, as itcame from the Canadian authorities. 
| This would bring what they wanted in the quickest 
way, and in equally as sure a way as any other, 
save by treaty. 
| Mr. PRESTON KING said, it appeared to him 
| that the condition of this whole subject of our in- 
tercourse with the Canadas and the free navigation 
| of the St. Lawrence, should, so far as it could, be 
į Stated to the House. For this purpose he had 
i| made the inquiry. He believed that the House 
i] was entirely willing that it should be referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House, and that the 
resolution should be printed. Upon the motion, 
therefore, to refer the resolution to the Committee 
of the Whole, he would move the previous ques- 
tion. 

The demand for the previous question was with- 
| drawn at the request of Mr. Buer, who said he 
i would renew it. 


{ 
: 


| 
{ 


t 


rence river for commercial purposes demands the 
earnest attention of the American Government, 


dispose of the other and more important questions || stituents wanted that freedom now. It was import- 
that were already before the House. |: ant that American vessels be enabled to pass up 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, inquired | and down the St. Lawrence this season. It was 
whether it was now in order to move to suspend true, that it was on his motion that the chairman 
the rules? i of the Committee on Commerce was instructed to 
The SPEAKER replied that it was in order. lj ask to have the reciprocity bill recommitted to the 
Mr. PRESTON KING asked the gentleman |; Committee on Commerce. 
from Pennsylvania to withhold his motion for aj 
moment, in order that he might make an in 
Mr. THOMPSON acquiescing, 
Mr. PRESTON KING inquired of the chair- 


make the free navigation of the St. Lawrence cer- 


quiry. , tain, and he objected to reporting the bi:l back to 
i| the House without the insertion of the free naviga 


t ` f . > + . 

| Hon of that river, until he had satisfied himself tha 
man of the Committee on Commerce, whether the li the British Government would give us that freedon 
whole subject was before that committee, and | 


f || on the passage of the reciprocity bill. The free 
whether the committee intended to report upon the il navigation of the St. Lawrence had ever been‘a fa- 


His object was to | 


and that it is highly desirable to secure the free 
navigation of that river to American commerce at 
i an early day. Such are almost the very terms and 
| language of the resolution. I desire it to be 
| further understood, that the free navigation of the 
| St. Lawrence is one question, and reciprocal trade 
with Canada another. They are independent and 
| have no necessary connection. The report of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs concerns the former 
question alone. 

I know it is understood that the British minister 
has expressed a willingness to grant the free navi- 
_, gation of this river after we have granted recip- 
|; rocal trade; but, sir, I am not willing to rely upon 


subject of the free navigation of the St. Lawrence, | 
as well as upon the subject of reciprocity of trade? | 

Mr. McLANE said he would answer the gen- | 
tleman. 

The SPEAKER observed that the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania was entitled to the floor, hav- | 
ing yielded it to the gentleman from New York. 

Mr. MeLANE said the floor having been yield- 
ed for a question, it would be proper that the an- 
gwer should be given. 


Mr. THOMPSON waived his right to the floor, 


if 


i vorite object with him, and he had satisfied himsclf 
jat the time the reciprocity bill passed the House 
| before, that the freedom of the St. Lawrence would 


| -be secured thereby. And he regretted the defeat 


| Vantage up to this time, 


4 
| would be secured by the passage of the pending 
| bill. Ele had so satisfied himself; and when the 
| bill came up, he should ask to have read a corre- 
i 


and 

Mr. McLANE proceeded to saygin reply to the 
gentleman from New York, that the Committee 
on Commerce were prepared to report the recipro- 
city. bill. He further stated, that when the honor- | 
able gentleman from Michigan reported this joint 
resolution, and moved its reference to the Com- 


|| merce, between the British minister 
| and our Secretary of State, (Mr. C 
pending bill had already passed the C 
| lature, and received the sanction of t 
| ernment. Pass the bill as it now i 
i: to-morrow Sir Henr 


(Mr. Bulwer) 
layton.) The 
anadian Legis- 


ii 


8, to-day, and 


| of that bill, because it had delayed that great ad- 
He now only wanted to | 
be satisfied that the freedom of the St. Lawrence | 


spondence now before the Committee on Com- | 


he Home Gov- `; 


y Bulwer makes the procla- 


|; mation, declaring the St. Lawrence and the Cana- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, | dian canals as free to our citizens as to the sub- 
ani that it be made the special order of the day | jects of Great Britain. 

for a partizular day, it struck his mind at once, respect, and the great a 
that if the House should concur. in the motion, | from the proclamation of 
and proceed to take action on the subject, it would |; be postponed until the C 


| 


dvantages to be derived i 
iH 
fh 


j anadian Legislature could | 


Amend the bill in any 


Sir Henry Bulwer would a 


the mere promise of the British Government to 
i| extend to us the right after we shall have passed 
i! the bill for reciprocal trade, and thus put thal sub- 
¡i ject beyond our control. F do not intend now to 
express my opinion upon the reciprocity messurc, 
but I will say thus much, that, until I receive 
. further light upon the question, I cannot consent 
; to grant reciprocity of trade without freedom of 
navigation, and I must therefore Bay, IF NO NAVI- 
| GATION, NO RECIPROCITY. The question of free 
navigation presents itself to my mind not simply 
as a privilege to be secured, but as a right, that 
ought to be acknowledged as such by Great 
Britain. 
One word further, sir, The honorable member 
from Maryland (Mr. McLane] has said that he 
designed to arrest present action upon the resolu- 
tion. Well, sir, what I seek by the report and 
resolution is, free navigation of the St. Lawrence, 
Land I am not strenuous as to the source from 
; which it may come, provided it come. And l 
will not say to the honorable chairman of the 
! Committee on Commerce, when he comes with 


i 
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his bill, if it provide for free. navigation, that I 
will design to “arrest action.” No, sir; on the 
other hand, I will aid and urge its passage to the 
extent of my feeble abilities. 

Mr. BUEL now renewed the demand for the 
previous question, 
> Pending the second of the demand for the pre- 
vious question— . - 

THE SEVENTH CENSUS. 

On motion by Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsyl- 
vania, the House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Tuome- 
son, of Mississippi, in the chair,) and resumed 
the consideration of the bill ‘providing for the 
taking of the seventh census of the United States.” 

When the committee rose yesterday, the second 
section was under consideration, in the words fol- 
lowing: 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That each of said 


marshals shall, before entering upon his duties, take and ! 
subscribe the following oath, before any circuit or district 


judge of the United States, to wit: 

“I, — ——, marshal of the district of ——, do solemnly 
swear [or affirm] that L will, to the best of my ability, enu- 
merate, or cause to be enumerated, all the inhabitants of 
said district, aud will collect, or cause to be collected, the 
other statistical information within the same, and will faith- 
fully pertorin all the duties eujoined on me by the act pro- 
viding for the taking of the seventh census,” 

And when duly authenticated by the said judge, he shall 
deposit a copy thereof, so authenticated, with the said Sec- 
retary of the Interior, and no marshal shall discharge any of 
the duties herein required, until he has taken and subscribed 
this oath, aud forwarded a copy as aforesaid. j 


Mr. PUTNAM moved an amendment, to strike 
out all of the 2d section after the word *‘ judge,” 
in the twelfth line, and insert the following: 


“The same shall be filed in the office of the clerk of the | 


district court of the United States, or Territory of which 
he is the marshal, before he shall discharge any of the du- 
ties herein required. And the said clerk, upon the filing 
the said oath, shall transmit a copy thereof and of the offi- 
cers certificate, duly authenticated under the seal o! the said 
court, to the Secretary of the Interior—and a similar copy 


thereof so authenticated by the said clerk, shall he primu i 
facie evidence of the taking the said oath, in all courts į 


‘where the same may be offered in evidence.” . 
He said he was satisfied that the amendment 
which he proposed should be adopted by the com- 
mittee. The oath required to be taken by the 
marshal, it seemed from the provision of the sec- 
tion, was to be kept by him,in his own posses- 
sion, and be at his own disposal. 
(Mr. P.) that this oath should be placed in some 


position where it would be accessible and open to | 


examination whenever occasion might require; 
and he knew of no place more proper for it to be 
deposited in than the office of the clerk of the ju- 
dicial district in which the marshal resided. 

Again: this section required the marshals to 
forward to the Secretary of the Interior a copy of 
this oath. Now, he did not intend to impute any 
intended wrong to the marshals, but cases might 
arise in which they might forward to the Secre- 
tary of the Interior what purported to be a copy, 
when, in fact, the oath had never been subscribed 
and taken before any judicial officer. Ft appeared 
to him, therefore, very proper that the copy of the 
oath which was forwarded to the Secretary should 
be duly authenticated. 

Again: he was of the opinion, that in case it 
ever became necessary for the marshal to appear 
before a court of justice to defend himself for acts 
done by him in the discharge of his official duties, 
it was proper that he should be provided with 
evidence of the fact that he had taken the specific 
oath which the census act required. The per- 


formance of the duties required by this act did | 


not at all beléng to the general duties of marshal. 


If, therefore, he should be sued for entering the |! 


premises of an individual, for instance, it would 
become necessary for him, in order to justify the 
act, to produce evidence that he was acting in the 
discharge of duties imposed upon him bylaw. The 
latter part of the amendment which he proposed 
would furnish an easy remedy for the marshal. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, rose to a 
question of order, and inquired if the amendment 
of the gentleman from New York was in order— 
a motion having been made to strike out the entire 
section, and having been rejected ? 

The CHAIRMAN decided that the amendment 
was in order. 

Mr. THOMPSON. All I want’ to say, then, 
is, that there is no necessity for the amendment. 
I hope the committee will vote it down. 

‘The question being taken, the amendment was 
rejected. 

On motion by Mr. BOWIE, a verbal amend- 


THE CONG 


It struck him || 


ment was adopted, inserting in the third line af- 
ter the word ‘* oath,” the words * or affirmation.’’ 

The 3d section being under consideration, in the 
words following: ; 

Sec, 3. And be it further enacted, That each marshal shall 
separate his district into subdivisions containing not exceed- 
ing twenty thousand persons in each, unless the limitation 
to that number causes inconvenient boundaries, in which 
case the number may be Jarger; and shali also estimate 
from the best sources of information which he is able to ob- 
tain, the number of square miles in each subdivision, and 
transmit the same to the Department of the Interior. Provi- 
vided, however, That in bounding such subdivisions, the 
limits thereof shall be known civil divisions, such as county, 
parish, town, city, ward or disuict lines, or highways, or 
natural boundaries, such as rivers, lakes, &e. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, under in“ 
ij structions from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
reported an amendment to strike out, between the 
third and fifth lines, the following words: 

“ Unless the limitation to that number cause inconve- 
nient boundaries, in which ease the nuniber may be larger.?? 
|| He made the single remark, in explanation, that 
the amendment would shorten the tıme required 
for taking the census. 

The question being taken and no quorum 
voting— : 

Mr. THOMPSON called for tellers. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, moved to amend, 
by inserting the words, ‘ unless the limitation to 
that number causes inconvenient boundaries;”’ for 
the purpose (he said) of submitting a few remarks. 
He was of opinion that the motion of the chair- 
man of the Committee on 4he Judiciary [Mr. 
Tompson] ought not to prevail. Why should 
it? As the bill stands (Mr. E. contended) there 
| is a limitation to a number convenient and reason- 
i able; which number is to be increased only in case 
j; the limitation cause inconvenient boundaries. If 
the motion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
should prevail, many counties containing only a 
small number of persons more than twenty 
thousand, would be most inconveniently divided; 


same county, for example, twenty thousand in 
one portion, and one thousand in another; in 
which case the latter would not pay the census 
taker; or into two portions of ten thousand five 
i hundred each, in which case neither would pay. 
Again: in the case of a county containing twenty 
| thousand five hundred persons, if twenty thousand 
were given to one taker of the census, the remain- 
ing five hundred persons would necessarily have 
i to be attached to the adjoining county; and if the 
| addition caused the numbers of that county to 
exceed twenty thousand, then it must be divided; 
and so on, until perhaps every county in the State 
would be arbitrarily cut up. 

| Such division would moreover cause great delay, 
| which at this late period would be detrimental. 

It is far better to adhere when possible to 
natural and political divisions, and when these are 
‘| two large, as is the case when a single county is 
|| sufficiently large to send a member to Congress, 
| the bill as it stands admits a subdivision. 
| Mr. E. then withdrew his amendment. 
| Mr.THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, (on a pro 
| forma amendment) moved to strike out ‘ twenty” 
i thousand, and insert ‘“‘ten.’? He (Mr. T.) said 
i avery few words in reply to the objections of Mr. 
i Evans. The subdivisions might be made by 
| townships, he said, and so arranged as to obviate 
, all the difficulty which had been suggested. 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD was understood to in- 
| quire of the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
| Tnomrson] whether, in case a city contained 


| 
i 
| 
i 


| 

l 

li would give twenty thousand to one subdivision, 

|! aad create another for the remaining one thousand ? 
| Mr. THOMPSON was understood to repiy that 
| in thatcase two subdivisions could be created—one 
| containing ten thousand, and the other eleven thou- 
: sand, 

| Mr. T. withdrew the amendment. 

i Mr. HARRIS, of lilinois, renewed the motion 

| 

| 

1 


son.] He said he thought that by adopting the 
amendment it would hasten the completion of the 
work; as the bill stands, it gives to each assistant 
twenty thousand persons to enumerate, and even 
more than that when such a limitation would give 
* inconvenient boundaries.’’ Under it, a county 
| of thirty or forty or fifty thousand might be as- 
i Signed to one assistant marshal. 

| Mr. THOMPSON (interposing) said that a se- 
|| rious objection to the increase of the number of 


either into portions entirely too small within the fi 


twenty-one thousand inhabitants, the gentleman | 


| of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Tuome- |. 


| assistant marshals existed from the-fact that it 
; would require a large additional number of blanks. 
| Mr. HARRIS, This is a mistake.. I should 
| like to know how it could take: more blanks for 
| the enumeration of fifty thousand persons, When 
the work is done by five assistants, at. ten thou- 
sand each, than where it is wholly done by.one per- 
son. This cannot be the case. The average pop- 
ulation of our western counties is less than ten 
thousand—and the census of each one ought to be 
taken by one of its own citizens; but as the bill 
stands, the marshal may assign two, three, or more 
counties to one assistant, provided the several 
|, counties do not contain in all more than twenty 
i thousand. I think this is wrong. The census 
1 


i will be taken far more accurately by raising a 
‘ large number of assistants. They will then be re- 
; sidents of the neighborhoods in which they act, 
j and consequently be better informed than any 
_ stranger can be. Besides, the late day at which 
they must commence this work, will render it im- 
; possible to complete it within the time required by 
i the bill, unless this amendment is adopted, or some 
amendment having alike object. For the purpose, 
then, of enstiring expedition in this work, and 
above all accuracy, without which it will be value- 
less, I hope this amendment will receive the ap- 
proval of the committee, 

Some conversation followed on a point of order 
between Mr. Duer and the Chair. 

The CHAIR stated that the’question was not now 
| on the amendment of the gentleman from Lilinois, 
| [Mr. Harris,] but on that of the gentleman from 
i Pennsylvania, [Mr. THompson,] to strike out the 
| words “unless the limitation to that number 
| causes inconvenient boundaries, in which case the 

number may be larger.” 

Mr. THOMPSON withdrew the amendment, 
| at the request of the gentleman from New York, 
: [Mr. Duer,] to allow him to say a word, (and on 
| pledge of renewal.) 

Mr. DUER deprecated any attempt to go too 
much into detail in this bill. Hethought (he said) 
| that they might safely leave to the marshals them- 
selves the adjustment of all these minor matters. 
| The better mode, he thought, would be, to leave 
: the provision as it now stood in the bill, (retaining 
i the words “ unless the limitation to that number 
: causes inconvenient boundaries, in which case the 
number may be larger. ”) f 
:¿ Mr. D. then renewed (in accordance with his 
; pledge) the amendment of Mr. Tompson, of 
Pennsylvania, to strike out the words last quoted. 

Tellers had been ordered; and Messrs. Fow.er, 
of Massachusetts, and FuLLER, of Maine, were 
appointed. 

And the question being taken, the affirmative 
vote stood, ayes 29, noes not counted. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. HARRIS, of lilinots, now renewed his 
motion to strike out ‘‘ twenty” thousand, and in- 
sert “ten.” i 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was rejected, 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, moved to amend the 
section in the second line, by striking out the 
word “t containing,” and inserting the words “ es- 
timated to contain. ”? 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, expressed 
his assent to such an amendment. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was rejected. 

Mr. HOUSTON moved an amendment—a mere 
verbal one, he said—to insert in the eleventh line, 
between the words ‘‘county and parish,” the 
word “ hundred.” 

In explanation, he said that the reason for offer- 
‘ing this amendment was, that in the State which 

he had the honor to represent, the divisions or 

subdivisions were not. parishes, towns, or wards, 
|: but hundreds, according to the old subdivisions of 
i Alfred the Great. 
' Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, proposed to amend 
the amendment by adding the word ‘ township.” 
: The word “town”? was already, he said, in the 
section; but that word bad a peculiar signification. 
i Mr. HOUSTON accepted the modification. 
| And the amendment as modified was agreed to. 
' Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, moved to 
amend the section, in the eighth line, by inserting 
the words, ‘and transmit the same to the Depart- 
ment of the Interior”? 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to. 
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| inade in another part of the bill,) the section was 
stricken out. . 

The seventh section was agreed to, without 
amendment, in the words following: 

Seo. 7. And be it further enacted, Luat if any marshal 


‘Phe fourth section of the bill was then ‘read, as 
follows: oe a i ae at 
“BRO. A Anl Ke il further enacted;-That each marshal mav, 
‘@udif-inable: to perform the duties himself, shaf! appoint 
an assistant for each subdivision, who isa resident therein, | 


jo-whonvhe shall give.a com n, under bis hand, an- {i shail, by any arrangement or understanding whatever, se- 
thorizing pm, tie duties herein assigned to as- || cure cohimselt-any fee, reward, or compensation for the 
‘gictants, ssion shal} set forth-the boundaries {| #ppointment of an assis:ani, or sball in any way secure to 


‘of ha subdivision, and the estimated ‘number of square 
~pdiles.contained in the same, of. which -appdintment so H 
boundaries so specified, and the square miles 
in each subdivision, the marsha! shall keep a 


rie ‘aiid faithfal record. 
"Mr, THOMPSON, under instructions from the 
Committee on the Judiciary, moved to amend the 
section by striking. out the words and the esti 
mated number of square miles contained ‘in. the. 
‘same,’ and also the words “‘and the square miles. 
s0 estimated in each sulbdivsion.”” eles 
‘The ‘question Was ‘taken, dnd the amendment 
was dgieed to. 0 o 7 , ae 
r. THOMPSON farther moved to ‘amerid the 
section, in the second line, by striking out the 
words ‘may, and if unable to perform the duties 
himself,” : : 
"There was (Mr. T. said) another provision in 
the Will for this object, so it was proper to strike 
it out here. i i . 
Phe question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to. 
Mr. THOMPSON also moved a verbal amend- | 
ment, in,the ninth line, which was agreed to. 
‘Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, moved to amend 
the ‘section ‘in the seventh line, after the, word 
s“ subdivision,” by inserting the words “ and the | 
number of square miles contained therein;’? and 
also to amend by inserting in the ninth and tenth | 
lines, the words “and the square miles in each 
subdivision.”’ ‘ 
<The CHAIRMAN said that the amendment || 
was not in order, because the committee had 
already stricken out the words which ‘the gentle- | 
man from Maryland [Mr. Evans] proposed to |! 
insert. | 
Mr. EVANS. Not exactly. 
The CHAIRMAN said he could see no dis- 
tinction, and he decided the amendment out of | 
order. i 
So the amendment was not received. 


hrawelf-any. part of the compensation provided by this act 
for the services of assistants, or if he shall knowingly ne- 
gtect or. refuse to perform the. duties herein assigned w him, 
he shail, in’ any. such case, be deemed -guity of, a misde- 
meéanor, and if convicted in any such case, shall for such 
offence forfeit aud pay not less than one thousand dollars. 

The éighth section of the bill was read, as fol- 
lows: Cee i 

‘Sve.8. And beit further enacted, (That any marshal of the 
United States‘may, tor any purposes not inconsistent with 
“the duties of the assistants herein : provided- for, appoint a 
deputy or deputies to aet in his behalf, but for all official 
acts of such deputy or deputiés, the marshal stall be re- 
sponsible: Provided, hoirecer, au appointinent to collect the 
social statistics shall not be deemed an interterence witb 
the duties of the assistants:} 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, under in- 
structions from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
moved to strike out this section, and insert in lieu 
thereof the followmg: 

“ Any marshal of the United States may, in case of sick- 
nese or other disability, appoint a deputy for the ‘spectul pur- 
poses of this act, subject to the approval of the Secretary of 
the Interior, who shall have all the powers, perform all the 
duties, and be subject to alt the penaities of the suid marshal? 


Mr. PUTNAM moved to amend by striking out 
the whole of the section, and inserting the foliow- 
| ing asa substitute: 
| That in case of sickness or other inability of the mar- 
shal to perform the duties enjoined upon him by this act, or 
any part thereof, he may appoint a deputy mider him, sub- 
ject lo the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, who 


his deputy in every particutar.?? 

Mr. POTNAM suid he believed he was correct 
in saying that there was nothing in the bill which 
i ll the deputy marshals to be sworn, 

r. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, expressed 
the belief that such a provision was contained in 
a subsequent section. j 

Mr. PUTNAM said he thought the gentleman 
| was mistaken, and that there was no such provis- 


No further amendment was otfered to the sec- || ion. He supposed that it was as important that 
tion. the deputy-marshals should be sworn as that the 

The fifth section of the’bill was then read, as fól- || marshal should be. He had, therefore, made pro- 
lows: vision in this particular in his amendment. 


f $ F ig 4 Si fr, bt j 

Sec, 5. And be it further enacted, That each marshal shall i The amenament reported from the Committee 
Scasonably supply each assistant with the instrucuons | on the Judiciary seemed to look, and in point of 
sued by the Department of the Interior, the blanks provided ii fact did look, to a total disability on the part of 
‘or the enumeration of the population and the collection of |! . ' his p 
other statistics, and give to Mim from time to time all such © the niurshal to perform: the: duties, OF his vance: 
information and directions as may be necessary to enable , i 2 ee 
him to discharge bis duty; {and when such assistants shall |: should appoint depuues to perform some of his 


Y 
have completed their labors, said marshals by whom they i! duties, to which he would be unable to attend on 
are respectively appointed shail examine the rewros, and l accountof the vast amount of dutes devolved upon 


eause all errors to be corrected, and all omissions, ifany, to |! f° i 
be supplied; and aiter such corrections are made, one come |! him. He read the words proposed by the Judi- 


plete cupy thereof shall be transmitted to the Secretary of | ciary Committee to be inserted, and said it was ev- 
the Interior, and after the other two copies herein provided : ident that they provided in tne cases to which they 


for are arranged and bound at the expense of the United |; ` ` A E 
States, when it can be canveuiently done, one copy thereof | applied, for an entire transfer to the deputy mar- 
e saw no 


shali he deposited with a court of record in the county |) Shals of the powers of the marshals. 
Where the subdivision to whic. it relates is, and the other 
shall be delivered to the Sveretary of State for the State | 
Wherein the marshal’s district is, to be kept among the 
archives of the State.J 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, under in- 
structions from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
moved to strike out all that portion of the secuon | 


which is in brackets, and insert the following: i 
“He shall: curefully examine whether’ the returns of each j 
assistunt marshal. be made in conformity with the terms `: 
of this act, and where dìiscremmiies are detecti d, require the ': 
same to be corrected, He shali dispose of the two seis of the 
returns required from the assistant marshals as hereinafter 
provided far, as follows: one set he shall transmit forthwith 
to the Sveretury of the Interior; and the other copy thereof he |} 
shail transmit ts the office of the Secretary of the Stute or 
Perrilory to which his district belongs. He shalt classify and 
delermine the rate of compensction to be paid to eich ùs- 
sistent marshal according tothe provisions of this act, subject 
to the final approval of the + ceretiury of ihe Interior. He 


i; be discharged by them, they should noi be divided 


j 


n between the marshals and their deputies who might 
be approved by the Secretary of the Interior. 


| deputy marshal to take the same oath as the mar- 
shal himself. ’ 

Mr. HALL proposed to move an amendment 
i to the amendment of the gendeman from New 
York, [Mr. Purwam,] to strike out therein the 
words “subject to the approval of the Secretary of 
the interior.” : 

The CHAIRMAN stated that no further amend- 
ment was now inorder, there being now pending 
‘an amendment to an amendment. 

| Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, suggested 
shill from time to time mucke himsef acquainted with the prog- that the gentleman from New, York couid not 
ress made hy euch assistent murshul in the dischurge of his have thoroughly examined the bill; the tenth sec- 
duties, and in case of inubility or neglect arising from sickness, || tion' provided that the deputy marshals should be 
or otherwise, appoint a substitute.” i, Sworn, and prescribed the form of the oath; and 

The question was taken and the amendinent was i; the precise provision of the other part of the 
agreed to. : amendment was contained in the bill, ‘There was 
5 No farther amendment was offered to this sec- 

ion. 

The sixth section of the bill (requiring the mar- ; 
sbal to keepa watehful supervision of his assist 
ants, &c., &e ) was read, and, 

“On motion by Me. THOMPSON, of Pennsyl- 
vania, (a like provision, Mr. T. said, having been 


The question was taken, and the amendment of | 
Mr. Putnam was rejected. 

The question recurring upon the amend 
ported from the commiitee. 

On motion by Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, a | 
verbal amendment to 


¥ 
mentre- 


i! 
H 


may pertorm the same duties, and shall be subject tO he | 
| like peraities as the marshal. The provisions respecting | 
the oath of the marshal herein before stated, shall apply to | 


Now, it might be necessary and proper that he ` 


‘| reason why, in cases where duties were devolved |) 
upon the marshals so onerous that they could not | 


His : 
p amendment obviated the difficulty by requiring the | 


no sort of necessity for the amendment H 


the'amendinent was agreed | 


to, so as (by a transposition of words) to make 
the amendment proposed by the committee read: 

& He may, in case of sickness ar other disability, appoint, 
subject to the approval of the Secretary of tie Interior, a 
deputy mar hai for the special purposes of this act,” Sc. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, moved an amend- 
ment to the amendment, to strike out in the ninth 
line the words “or other disability.” 

He said he would like to know from the gen- 
tleman who reported.the bill, the meaning of the 
words “tor other disability?’ He could very well 
understand thgt a marshal in case of sickness ought 
to have power to appoint deputies; but if the 
marshal were sent to the penitentiary, for instance, 
should he have the power to appoint deputies to 
execute his*duties? ~ 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, said he 
supposed the question was not a very important 
one. There might be cases in which the marshal 
might be absent on other official duties, serving 
processes, &c. There would be cases of disability 
in which they should be authorized to appoint 
their deputies. 

Mr. EVANS said, that in such cases there 
-would be no disability of the marshals. 

He withdrew the amendment to the amendinent. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, renewed it. 

There was something (said Mr. S.) in the crit- 
icism. of the gentleman from Maryland. There 
was a difference in the meaning of the words dis- 
|| ability and inability. He would suggest to the 
chawman of the Judiciary Commitiee whether 
inability would not be the better word here? 

The question being taken, the amendment to 
the amendment was rejected. 

The question recurring on the amendment of the 
| committee— 

Mr. MARSHALL moved an amendment to 
i strike out the words proposed by the Committee 
| on the Judiciary to be inserted. : 

He said he saw no necessity for this section. 
What were the duties required by this section of 
j the marshals? They were to lay out their re- 
spective districts into subdivisions, to appoint 
their assistants, examine the returns as they came 
in, &c. Now was there a lawyer in this House 


who did not know that what a marshal did by a 
i deputy or agent he did by himself? There was no 
ij 

i these particular duties; 


| necessity to swear a deputy to perform any of 
they might as well require 
| the deputy to be sworn every time he returned a 
process. 
| Hesaw no object whatever for the section, ex- 
cept it might be to afford the marshals an oppor- 
“tunity to shift his responsibility upon his deputies, 
and open a door for corruption in this matter, He 
heid that the marshal was himself responsible, 
_ under his oath, for the acts of his deputies. 
| Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, raised the 
point that the amendment to the amendment was 
;! not in order, 
The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order. 
The question being taken, the amendment to the 
amendment was rejec ed. 
| Mr. HALL moved to amend the amendment of 
i the committee, by striking out in the 10th and 
; Lith hnes the words, “ subject to the approval of 
‘| the Secretary of the Interior.” 
Mr. H. said, if it were necessary for the mar- 
‘ shals 10 appoint deputies, they ought to be able to 
‘do so without sending on their appointments to 
| Washington to be approved by the Secretary of 
| the Interior, He said it took about three weeks 
i; fora letter to come from some parts of his State 
{i to this city. Of course after it arrived it would 
' be some time before the Secretary reached it and 
{acted upon it; theanswer would then require three 
| weeks to be returned; thus it would consume 
' about two months for the marshals in his State to 
|i obtain the approval of the Secretary of the Interior 
{to the appointments of their deputies, a delay 
ii whieh was not necessary. The marshals shouid 
have the power to appoint their deputies upon 
, their general responsibility, for the proper dis- 
; charge of their duties. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, said he 
i thought the amendment might perhaps be well 
i enough to save time. 
The question was taken,and the amendment to 
he amendment was agreed to. 
Tie question recurring on the amendment of 
the Committee on the Judiciary, {above given,) 
i was taken, and decided in the affirmative. 
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So the amendment reported by Mr. Tuompson 
was agreed to. 

Mr. CASEY moved to amend the section, by 
adding at the end thereof the following: 

«And for all the official acts of such deputy or deputies, 
the marshals shall be responsible.” 

The question being taken, the amendment was 
rejected, 

Section 9 being under consideration, as follows: 


“SECTION 9, And be it further enacted, That whenever the | 
population returned in any district shal] exceed one million, 


the marshal thereof shall be entided to receive as a compen- í 


sation for ail his services in executing this act, after the rate 
of one dollar for each thousand persons; but if the number 
returned shall be Jess than a million in any district, tae mar- 
shal thereof shall be allowed for his services at the rate of 
one dollar and twenty-five cents for cach thousand persons: 
Provided, however, That no marshal shall receive less than 
two hundred and fifty dolars; [and when the compensation 
does not in the whole exceed the sum of five hundred dol- 
lars, a reasonable allowance for clerk hire shall be made, 
the amount whereof shail be determined by the Secretary 
of the Interior :} and the Secretary of the Interior shull render 
to the marshals and assistant marshals of the territories such 
an equivalent for their services us he shall deem just and equi- 
table: (And provided further, That the compensation of the 
several inarshals of Florida and the territories, shall be such 
an equivalent for their respective services as the Secretary 
of the {nterior shall deem to be just and equitable 1] And 
provided, further, Thatif the marshal of any district shall 
personally perform the duties assigned by this act to assis'- | 
ants, he shall receive therefor the compensation allowed 


The amendment reported by Mr. Tuomrsoy, of | 
Pennsylvania, from the Committee on the Judi- | 
ciary, proposes to strike out the words included in | 
brackets, and to insert those in italics. 

The question being on agreeing to the said | 

amendment of the committee— 
_ Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, read the 
first words proposed to be stricken out, and said 
he supposed it was not necessary to occupy the 
attention of the committee to explain this part of 
the amendment. 

In reference to the words proposed to be in- 
serted, he said, it was, perhaps, requisite to state, 
that in the territories the population might be 
much more sparse than their rules would extend 
to. There would be difficulties to be encountered 
in the territories, which would require some addi- 
tional equivalent, and it was proper that it should 
be left to be fixed at the discretion of the Secretary 
of the Interior. This discretion had always here- 
tofore been given to the Secretary of State. 

Mr. CONRAD inquired why the committee 
proposed to strike out the words designated? | 
The gentleman from Pennsylvania had said this į 
did not require an explanation. He (Mr. C.) | 
thought it did. { 

Mr. THOMPSON said he thought it did not. | 
He thought it was not necessary to give those | 
marshals, who had few commissions and few in- 
structions to send out, any allowance for Clerk hire. | 

Pending the question on this amendment, | 

On motion by Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsyl- 


vania, a virbal amendment was agreed to, to sub- i 


stitute in the sixteeth line for the word ‘ equiva- | 
lent” the word “ compensation.” 

The question recurring on the amendment re- 
ported from the committee was taken, and no 
quorum voted. | 

Tellers were asked and ordered. 


Mr. CONRAD called for a division of the ques- | 
tion so as to vote first on the motion to strike out |! 


and then on the motion to insert. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the motion to 
strike out and insert was indivisible. 

Mr. KING, of Rhode Island, (speaking on a pro 
Jorma amendment) epposed the proposition to strike 
out the words indicated; stating that the marshals 
in the small States—where their compensation, com- 
puted according to population, was very small— 
had nearly as many daties to perform as those in 
the larger States, and arguing that it was reasonable 
that an additional compensation should be allowed 
them at the discretion of the Secretary of the In- 
terior. 


Mr. McDONALD moved to amend the amend- | 


ment by inserting in the sixteenth line (being in 
the words proposed to be inserted) after the word 
4“ equivalent,” the words ‘not exceeding $500.” 


57 


i: dividing at the time the amendment was offered. 
: The tellers were only preparing to take the count. 


in reference to the clause proposed by the Com- `: 


'under it, a marshal in Rhode island would be 


, surdity? The committee proposed to strike that 
absurdity from the bill. 


I c : asking how many were wanted to make a quo- i! 
to assistants for like services, |; m y q 


The question was taken on the amendment to | 
the amendment and no quorum voted. | 

Tellers (Messrs. Roer and Hamiron) were | 
appointed. : i 
And the question being taken, the vote stood— 


act.) i 
The tellers had commenced the count, when ji 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, moved || 

that the count be suspended. ! 
The CHAIRMAN said it could be done only |; 

by unanimous consent. 
Mr. THOMPSON said, that no gentleman 
seemed to understand what he was voting upon. 
Calls to order. 
The affirmative vote (having been taken) was 
declared to be 25, and the negative vote 55. 
No quorum voting. 
The CHAIRMAN said the Chair believed the | 


rule was imperative that the roll should be called. | 
The tellers were yet in their places. l 
Mr. WENTWORTH approached them, and ; 


Several members suggested that the gentleman | 
from Illinois (Mr. Wentwortu] should be; 
counted as four. 

And an amendment was moved to strike out | 
four and insert six. 

The tellers allotted to Mr. Wentworth the |: 
mere mortal unit, and the aggregate vote stood i| 
a long way from a quorum. H 

Cries—** Call the roll.” | 

Mr. BAYLY asked for a recount. 
a quorum was certainy present. 

The CHAIRMAN said a recount could onl 
be taken by unanimous consent. 

Mr. BAYLY asked it. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. FOWLER asked the Chair to state the 
question. 

The CHAIRMAN (first asking that order 
might be maintained) stated the question. 

Mr. WOODWARD rose to inquire 
amendment would be now in order? 

The CHAIRMAN said, it would be in order. || 

Mr. WOODWARD moved to amend the sec- |j 
tion in the twelith line, by striking out “five | 
hundred” and inserting ‘two hundred and fifty.’’ 

His objection to the provision as it stood, (Mr. 
W. said,) was, that it allowed a clerk just where || 
a clerk was not needed. He would not object to |; 
allow a clerk where it was necessary to do so. 

The Committee on the Judiciary having proposed 
to strike out the whole of the clause to which this ; 
amendment was offered— 

Mr. W. withdrew his amendment. i 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, renewed : 
the motion pro forma. 3 

Mr. DUER inquired what the amendment was, : 
remarking that nothing of it had been heard in his | 
part of the Hall. 

Mr. MATTESON raised the question of order, 
whether motions to amend could be made whilst : 
a count was going on. 

The CHAIRMAN said, the committee was not 


{ 

ji 
rum, requested to be counted. li 

| 


f: 
He thought l 


y 


if an 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, explained, 
mittee on the Judiciary to be stricken out, that, 


entitled to a clerk, whilst a marshal in New | 
York would not. A marshal in Delaware would | 
be entitled to a clerk, whilst a marshal in Ohio or | 
Pennsylvania would not. Was not this an ab- 


He thought that every 
gentleman who desired to put the bill upon any- 
thing like a respectabie footing, would agree with 
the committee. Why should a clerk be given to 
the States of Delaware, Rhode Island, and Arkan- 


| 
i 
| 
| 


i 
| 


j 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
A 
| 
H 
i 
j 
t 


sas, and not to the larger States? A man who 
could perform the duties of marshal in Rhode Isl- 
and in one week, would be. entitled to a clerk, 
while in the larger States none would be allowed. 

Mr. T. withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. HALL moved to amend the section by 
inserting in the sixteenth line, after the word 
“equivalent,” the words, “not exceeding one 
thousand dollars.’’ $ 

In explanation, Mr. H. said that the compensa- 


| tion of the marshals in the States was all limited. 
| But, according to the amendment of the com- 
mittee, there was no limit to the compensation 


of marshals in the territories. He proposed to 
limit it to one thousand dollars. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was rejected. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, moved to amend the 
section by adding after the word ‘‘equitable,”’ in 7 
the seventeenth line, the words, ‘a sum not ex- 
ceeding six hundred dollars.” 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was rejected. 


Mr. MARSHALL moved to amend the section 


|! by inserting after the word “equitable,” the words, 
| “ provided that a reasonable allowance for clerks 


may in all cases be allowed, where, in the opinion 
of the Secretary of the Interior, such employment 
is necessary and proper.’* 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, rose to move 
an amendment to the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN said, no amendment was 
now in order. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Marsua.t, and it was rejected. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, moved to amend 
the amendment of the Committee on the Judiciary, 


| by striking out, in the seventeenth line, after the 


word “as,” the word ‘*he,’? and inserting the 


words, “ the judge in the district court of the said 
territory”? (shalt deem just, &c.) ner 

In explanation, Mr. S. said, that the district 
judge would be present in the territory, and would 
have a better opportunity of knowing.the extent 
of the duty to be performed, and what the proper 
compensation was. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was rejected. 

The question then recurred on the amendment 
proposed by the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The tellers (heretofore appointed) proceeded to 
take the count. 

Mr. HOLLIDAY said the question was not un- 
derstood. 

The CHAIRMAN said, no remarks were in 
order. 

The count proceeded, and the result was de- 
clared to be—ayes 44, noes 53. 

No quorum voting. 

Cries—‘* Call the roll.” 

The CHAIRMAN ordered the roll to be called. 

Mr. McDONALD moved that the committee 
rise. 

The motion was not in order, 

The roll was then called, after which 

The Speaker resumed the chair. 

And the CHAIRMAN reported that the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
had bad under consideration the census bill, but 
having found itsclf without a quorum, the roll - 
had been called, when it appeared that 152 mem- 


| bers were present, and 76 absent. 


The names of the absentees were ordered to be 
entered on the Journal. 

A quorum being again present, - p 

The CHAIRMAN resumed his seat in com- 
mittee. . 

The question recurring on the amendment of 
the Committee on the Judiciary— 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, moved to 
amend it by striking out (in the words proposed 
to be stricken out) the word “not,” so as to read 
“and when the compensation does in the whole 
exceeed the sum of $500,” &e. 

He said it seemed to him if the marshals were 
to be allowed a compensation for clerks, it ought 
to bein those cases where there was need for 
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clerk-service.. The section, as it stood, provided 
ihat where there was no clerk-service to be done, 
there clerk-hire should be allowed, i. e., where | 
all the work to be done did not entitle the marshal 


toa: compensation of $500, the Secretary of the | 


ior might make an.allowance for clerk-hire. 
wif clerks were to be allowed, he thought it 
should be where clerk-service was to be done. He | 
referred, by way of illustration, to the State of 
Delaware, in which he said the services required 
of the marshals were so light, that their compen- 
sation under the law would. not amount to, $500; 
but they were to be allowed compensation for clerk- 
hire, while the marshals in other States, where the 
duties were vastly greater, had no such allowance. 

Mr. HOUSTON explained in reference to the 
marshal in Delaware. 

Mr. STEVENS disclaimed any reflection upon 
that State, and said he had alluded to it merely as 
an example in point. 

Mr. McDONALD raised the point of order, that 
the amendment of Mr. Stevens was not in order 
at this time, upon grounds which he stated. 

The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order. 

Mr. STEVENS (continuing) repeated that 

-where, as in Rhode Island or in Delaware, the 
marshals had to appoint only some three assist- 
ants, there was no need for clerk-hire; while in 
larger States, e. g , New York, where there were 
some two hundred assistant marshals, the mar- 
shals should, if at all, have an allowance for clerk- 
service. It would be noticed that in the Small 
States, where the population was less than a 
million, the marshals were allowed a quarter of a 
dollar additional for every thousand persons re- 
turned. This increase of pay on account of the 
smallness of the number was a full allowance. 

He could not, he confessed, see any necessity 
for clerks at all unless it were to give additional 
patronage, If, then, the committee would strike out 
the word * not,” as he proposed so as to give this 
patronage to the marshals in the larger States, be 
did not know but he would go for it; he should 
otherwise oppose it. Even Falstaff said, ‘he 
would not peril bis soul gratis.” 

The hammer fell. 

Mr. S. withdrew his amendment. 

The question recurring on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Committee on the Judiciary, 
(above given,) was taken, and decided in the af- 
firmative—ayes 76, noes 46. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Pending further action, on motion, the commit- 
tee rose, and 

The House adjourned. 


I 


PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were | 


presented, under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees: 


By Mr. DURKEE: The petition of Norton, Durand & |. 


Co., ot the city of Racine, in the State of Wisconsin, praying 
Congress to pass a law allowing American-built vessels 
that, by any means, may have become the property of for- 
eigners, or obtained a foreign re istry, to be registered in 
his country as American ves upon their again becom- : 
Ing the property of American citizens. n 

Also, the petition of tne Free Congregational Church of : 
the city of Milwaukee, in the State of Wiscan 
that Mr. Mason’s bill for the reeanure of f 
May not become a law, for the following reas That its : 
provisions are utterly incompatible with the dictates of hu- | 
manity5 that they regard themselves bound by the word of 
God not to deliver unto his ma-ter the servant which has 
escaped from him 5" that tbey cannot regard the aspirations 
of the slave for liberty as unholy; and that they utterly de 
cline any participation in what they are compelled to call as | 
fabian and unchristian, the work of reducing a man who | 
is merely giving indulgence to that desire of freedom which | 

‘God Des planted in his bosom, to the condition of a chattel, | 
forbidden by law to depart from the will of his master, even | 
though it were to meet the dictates of his own conscience 
and of his God. 

By Mr. ROBBINS: A joint resolution, passed by the Le- 
gislature of Pennsylvania, instructing their Senators in 
Congress and requesting their Representatives to use the 
official influence in procuri g the pa of an act creating 
a national board of Agriculture. 


Also, a joint resolution requesting the Senators and Rep- |: 


resentatives in Congress from Per 
passage of a flaw to place all the ¢ 
aud marines, who served in the war of 1812, on the s 
footing with the Canadian volunteers, as provided in the 
act of Congress vassed March 5, 1816. 


vania to procure the 


By Mr. MEADE: The memorial ofsundry citizens of the : 


town of Petersburg, asking tha: a survey be made with a 
View to remove obstructions in the Appomatox aud James 
rivers, helaw the port of Petersburg. 

By Mr. ROCKWELL: The petition of Andrew Feudry 
and 146 other citizens of Berkshire county, Massachuseuts, | 
in favor of an increased i 
marble imported into t 


his country. i 


i aici 
n, praying. i 


:| ported a bill for the relief of Mrs. Amelia Sophia 


| Leonidas Wetmore, of the United States Army 


ij petition of Wade Allen, of the firm of Allen & 


icers, soldiers, seamen, į 
ame 5: 


| Lands, to which was referred the memorial of the < 


i gin, and the commissioners of school and univer: | 


duty and specifie duties on foreign || ii and obtained leave to introduce a bill to establish 


Also, the petition of Chester Goodall and 70 others, on the t! 
same subject. i H 
By Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky: The memorial of |} 
William Hutcherson, of Harrison county, Kentucky, asking 
| pay for services as spy in the war of 1812. 3 
By Mr. RICHARDSON: The petition of Thomas Pope | 
and 25 others, electors of the city of Quincy, in the State of | 
Illinois, praying Congress that provision be made by law | 
that whenever a person shall be arrested us a fugitive slave, 
he shall not be delivered to the claimant, except on the 
+ finding of a jury that he is a slave. , 
Also, the petition of the same persons, praying the aboli- | 
tion of slavery in the District of Columbia, or the removal 
of tbe seat of Government. G H 
i| Also, the pet tion of the same, praying that no more slave |; 
States be admitted into the Union. > i 
Also, the petition of the same, asking that slavery he ex- | 
{ pressly prohibited in the territories. | 
By Mr. SPRAGUE: The petition of inhabitants of Eaton 
| county, Michigan, for a law granting to persons claimed as 
fugitive slaves the right of trial by jury. 
| Also, the petition of the same, for freedom in 
ries. 
|! Also, the petition of the same, against the admission of 
I| slave States into the Union. | 
i: Also, the petition of the same, for abolishing slavery in 
i! the District of Columbia, or the removal of the capital. H 
Also, the petition of many inhabitants or Lenaw county, | 
t 


j 
| 


the territo- | 


for ali the above purposes. 

By Mr. CLEVELAND: The petition of citizens of Ver- | 
| non, Connecticut, for the repeal of all laws sanetioning | 
į slavery in the District of Columbia. | 
il Also, the petition of citizens of Lisbon, Connecticut, for | 
i} the same. | 
| Also, the petition of the same, for the protection of free- | 
dom in the territories oMihe United States. | 

Also, the petition of the same, against the adinission of | 
| more slave States into the Union. 
ij Al o, the petition of the same, for trial by jury of alleged 
fugitive slaves. 
| Also, the petition of the same, for reduction of postage. 


i 
i 
if 
it 


IN SENATE. 
! Tuorspay, May, 2 1850. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, presented the me- || 
| mortal of Captain F. Britton, of thé United States | 
i| Army, asking compensation for extra services ren- | 
| dered in the Commissary and Quartermaster’s de- 
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partments; which was referred to the Committee on |: 
(| Military Affairs. H 
| Mr. RUSK presented the petition of citizens of || 
: the Cherokee nation of Indians now residing in 
i the State of Texas, asking that they may not be | 
i excluded from the benefits of the treaty with th 
| Cherokee nation; which was referred to the Com- | 
|! mittee on Indian Affairs. 
i| Mr. FELCH presented the petition of Victor i 
I| Morass, asking the confirmation of his title to a || 
i} tract of Jand in the Detroit land district, ia Michi- |; 
: gan; which was referred to the Committee on the || 
į Public Lands. ; 
i LAND TITLES IN CALIFORNIA. 
| Mr. FELCH moved that the report of the Sec- 
i retary of the Interior, communicating the reportof ;: 
| William Carey Jones on the subject of land titles 
in California, be referred to the Committee on Pub- 
: lic Lands, and be printed, and that copies in 
| addition be furnished for the use of the Senate; 
which was referred to the Committee on Printing. |: 
Mr. TURNEY moved that the reportof Thomas : 
Butler King, special agent to California, be also 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and ; 
i that additional copies be printed; which was 
referred to the Committee on Printing. i 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Pen- 


ions, to which was referred the petition of A melia 
| Sephia Catharine Wetmore, asking a pension, re- 
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ls 


Catharine Wetmore, widow of the late Captain 


| which was read and passed toa second reading, 
Mr. RUSK, from the Committee on the Post | 
fice and Post Roads, to which was referred the | 
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| Kitchen, asking further allowances under their |' 
|, contract for carrying the mail, reported a bill for | 
i the relief of Wade Alien; which was read and 
|, passed to a second reading, 


|| Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred House bill for the relief of Brown & Tar- 
i, box, reported back the same without amendment. 
The bill was then considered as in Committee of : 
_ the Whole; and no amendment having been offered, 
it was reported back to the Senate, orderdd to a 
: third reading, and was read a third time and passed. : 
| Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on the Publie |: 


| executive committee of the University of Wiscon- | 


| sity lands in Wisconsin, for a donation of the salt 


li 


; act of Angu 


spring lands, submitted a report, which was or- 
dered to be printed, accompanied by a bill to ex- 
tend the time for selecting lands granted to the 
State of W isconsin for saline purposes, which was 
read and passed to a second reading. 

Also, from the same committee, to which. was 
referred the resolution of the Legislature of Michi- 
gan in-relation to lands selected by that State for 
saline purposes, reported a bill to extend the time 


| for selecting lands granted to the State of Michi- 


gan for saline purposes; which was read and 
passed to a second reading. 


CIRCUIT COURTS OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which was referred the bill to provide 
for holding the courts of the United States, in case 
of sickness or other disability of the judges of the 
district courts, reported back the same without 
amendment. 

This, said the honorable Senator, ìs a bill of 
great practical importance. 1 beg, in a few words, 
to explain its character. By the existing laws, if 


| a district judge is sick, or unable from any cause to 


discharge his duties, there ig no provision by which 
any other judge can be authorized to act in his 
place. The consequence is, that if he is sick, or 
his labors are more than he can perform, he must 
break down. This bill provides that, by granting 
a proper certificate, he may empower another cir- 
cuit judge to act for him; or in case there be no 
circuit judge, or in case of hig absence or inability 


i, to serve, the President of the United States may 
| detail some one to discharge the duty within the 


district. To illustrate the effect of the present law: 
In New York the business has increased so much, 
as almost to break down the distinguished judge 
of that cirenit (Judge Betts)—and we all know that 
he is distinguished for his ability and industry. 
He tries his best, and taxes his powers to hold all 


| the courts he can, but his health is giving way; yet 


he hears five hundred causes in a year, and writes 
out, it is said, one handred elaborate judgments. 
Now, it happens that sometimes he is sick, ind 
then these causes accumulate and the cost is in- 
creased, so that the parties suffer by it. Task that 
the bill may be read, and that it may be now con- 
sidered, and I am sure it will pass without opposi- 
tion. 

By unanimous consent, the bill was read a sec- 
ond time and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. BUTLER. That bill has been very care- 
fully drawn up, and it is believed by the commit- 
tee there is nothing objectionable ia it; but, at 


' the instance of the author of the bill, [Mr. BRAD- 


BuRY,] E move to strike out the words ** President 


: of the United States,” and insert the words ‘ Chief 
: Justice.” 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill was then reported back to the Senate, 
and the amendment was concurred in. It was or- 


: dered to be engrossed for a third reading, and was 


read a third time and passed. 


RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. 

Mr. DAWSON submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be direcied to 
inform the Senate what progress has been wade in running 
and marking the boundary between the United States and 
New Mexico, pursuant to the provisions of the treaty of Gua- 
dalupe Hidalgo; what amount of money has been expendi d 
and debts incurred therein; whether the work is now in 
progress, and, if not, what cause has delayed or suspended 
it: and what is the sum estimated as necessary for its com- 
pietion. 

Mr. YULEE submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolver, That the Secretary of War be and he is hereby 
required to lay before the Senate a derailed acconnt of the 
expenditures made in the erection of the light-houses at ie 
Brandywine Shoals, in Delaware Bay ; at Carysfort Reelin 
Florida; at Wangashane, in Lake Michigan; aud at Sand 
Key, in Florida. 

Mr. TURNEY submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of so amending the 
à 7, 1848, entitled “© An act forthe rotief of cer 
tain Tentes 2 volunicers,” asto embrace thei iims ofthe 
staff officers of the first and second regiments of said voline 
teers; and that the aceompanying papers be reterred to Wie 
suid committee. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 
Mr. DOUGLAS, in pursuance of notice, asked 


an armory and foundry at Fort Massac, on the 


1850. 
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Ohio river; which was read a first and second 
time by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, 


ACCOUNTS OF AN INDIAN AGENT. 


; 
Mr. ATCHISON, I move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the joint resolution for 
the settlement of accounts with the heirs and rep- 
resentatives of Colonel Pierce M. Buter, late 
agent of the Cherokee Indians, ; 
The motion was agreed to, and the resolution 


was considered as in Committee of the Whole, and | 


there being no amendment offered, was reported 
back to the Senate. 
Mr. PRATT. 
man of the committee give some explanation of this 
resolution. The terms of the resolution are, that 


the United States shall relinquish its claim against | 


the person therein named, which I should like to 
hear explained, 

Mr. ATCHISON. Ican explain it ina very 
few words. Colonel Pierce M. Butler has accounts 
against the Government toa larger amount than 
the Government accounts against him. The com- 
mittee examined the accounts, and 1, as one of the 
members of the committee, came to the conclusion, 


from the examination, that there was an indebted- | 


ness to the estate of P. M. Butler of the sum of 
eight hundred dollars. That was the conclasion, 
from all the testimony before the committee, though 
there was some obscurity, some want of proof of 
a portion of the items. But the committee were 
induced, on a full examination of the accounts, 


both on the part of Colonel P. M. Butler and the | 


Government, to decide that an equitable disposi- 
tion of the matter would be to strike a balance be- 
tween the Government and Butler’s heirs. 


The resolution was then ordered to be engrossed | 


for its third reading, and was read a third time and 
passed. 
BILL TO RELIEVE A MARSHAL’S SURETIES, 


Mr. BRIGHT moved to postpone the prior or- į 


ders to take up bill No. 180, being a bill for the 
relief of Gamaliel Taylor, late marshal of"the dis- 
trict of Indiana, and his sureties. 

The resolution was agreed to, and the bill was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It was 
then reported to the Senate; and no amendment 
having been offered, it was ordered to be engrossed 


for a third reading, and was subsequently read a i; 


third time and passed. 
ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 
Mr. PEARCE. I move that when the Senate 


abjourns it adjourn to meet on Monday next, and | 


F will give a reason for the motion. There are 
certain committees in session, whose labors are 


not likely to close within any reasonable time, | 
unless they can sit at some time other than during 


the morning hours before the meeting of the 
Senate. There are special committees, some of 
which it is absolutely necessary should close their 


labors within a reasonable period; but they cannot | 
do so unless some arrangement be made to give | 


them more time. 
The motion was agreed to. 


PRESIDENT PRO TEM. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 


urgent character will cail me away after the session 
of this day for some time, and consequently it will 
become necessary that the Senate should elect a 
President pro tem. 

MILITARY SERVICE IN FLORIDA. 


Mr. DAWSON moved to take up the bill to 


authorize the Secretary of War to cause to be |) 


paid to Captain George W. McClellan, his officers 


and men, composing his company of mounted |: 
volunteers, full pay for services rendered, subsist- | 
ence and forage furnished in East Florida, in the | 


year 1840. 


The motion was agreed to, and the bill was con- | 


sidered as in Committee of the Whole. The bill, 


having been verbaily amended, was reported to : 
the Senate, tne amendment of the committee was : 
concurred in, it was ordered to be engrossed for a | 
third reading, and was subsequently read a third | 


time and passed. 
BILL FOR RELIEF OF CAPT. WARRINGTON, 


Mr. BADGER. Task that the Senate take up 
for consideration a bill reported some time ago by 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. It is bill No. 


I should like to hear the chair- | 


I take this oppor- || 
tunity to state to the Senate -that business of an | 


121, for the relief of Captain Lewis Warrington 
| and others. 
| ‘The motion was agreed to; and the bill was read 
i| a second time and considered as in Couimittee of 
the Whole. 

At the request of Mr. BADGER, the report of 
the committee in this case was read, and ro amend- 
ment being made, the bill was reported back to the 
Senate, and was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. ; 

Mr. BRIGHT. I have not examined the 
papers connected with that- claim. lt may bea 
just claim; “but, from hearing the report read, it 
i struck me rather unfavorably. It seems to me 
this is nothing more norless than an abandonment 
of a setiled principle with regard to cases of this 
kind. I wish the matter may be further consid- 
ered before a vote is taken upon it. 

Mr. BADGER. The facts in the case, as they ap- 
peared before the committee, were, that in 1813 the 
British ship Epervier was captured by an Ameri- 
can ship under the command of Captain Warring- 
ton. Agreeably to an act passed in 1800, where 
a vessel is captured of an equal or greater force 
than that of the capturing vessel, the captors are 
entitled to the whole of the prize, and according to 
the decision of the court which made the exami- 
nation of this case, a decree was made allowing 
the whole of the proceeds to the captors. It 
turned out that Captain Warrington, having sent 
the captured vessel into port, while he went into 
further service on the ocean, could not personally 
make his claim, and the marshal treated the case 
as one for a division of the prize, and paid over 
| only one-half of the proceeds to the captors, when, 
according to law, and the decree of the court, they 
were entitled to the whole. That is the whole 
case. * There is no attempt to unsettle the practice 
of any principle of the Government. The memo- 
rialists do not ask, and the bill does not allow, the 
payment of any interest, It is only that the 
i} money which belonged to them in 1813, and which 
|| was by a mistake not paid, may be now paid. 
i| The committee regard all the facts as clearly estab- 
lished by recorded evidence. There is not a word 
i| of verbal testimony offered. 
| Mr. YULEE. I would like to call the attention 


H 
I 
| 
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| tional fact, which is this, but with respect to which 
I may be mistaken. I think that the Government 
i| recognized the right of the claimants in this case 
il to the full value of the vessel captured, by nego- 
I| tiating for the vessel. f 

I| Mr. BADGER. The facts are as recorded. 
She was so reported by the officer who captured 
her; she was so treated by the Secretary of the 
Navy, who negotiated with Captain Warrington; 
she was so decreed by the court, that she was the 
property of Captain Warrington, and that the 
‘| United States had no share in her. It was men- 
|| tioned to the court that decreed the claim, that if 
|| any part of the case depended upon verbal testi- 
mony, or was liable to be misunderstood or mis- 
| apprehended, a decree would not be asked for. 
| But the facts are clear. They were proved by the 


record, every one of them. They are all there; 
and the only question is, whether, having retained 
this money for this lengthof time, we shall retain 
it stiil longer. 

Mr. BRADBURY. 
whether this claim has been recently presented, 
or whether it is one that has been long before 

Congress. 
i Mr. BADGER. The claim was 
i years since. 
Mr. BRADBURY. Then I would suggest that 


presented two 


ii it may be susceptible of such an interpretation. 

Mr. BADGER. I have no objection to that; 
| but I think the Senator from Maine wiil see that 
there is no necessity forit. Itis a universal rule 


where it is expressly allowed. 

Mr. BRADBURY. With that understanding, 
I have no objection to it. 1 have understood that 
| to be the rule, though f did not know but there 
| might be some doubt with regard to it. 
i 
i 
| 


Mr. CASS. 


| passed away since it arose. I have inquired what 
i| the amount of the claim is, but it seems the chair- 

man of the committee does not know. It seems 
‘}to me we have had lessons enough to induce 


I would like to know | 


the bill should be so guarded as not to give even | 
ii a color for a claim for interest; as it now stands, | 


of this Government not to pay interest, except į 


| ; S. I cannot say that 1 have any ob- | 
| jection to this claim, but almost half a century has | 


4 


| 
| 
! 
i 


i| of the Senator from North Carolina to an addi- | 


the Government to halt and look round before a 
claim is allowed. I want to know the facts, and 
I think it would sirike every one at once that if 
this claim was unquestioned, it could not have 
slept so long without having been brought forward. 
I do say that I think a little more time is required, 
that we may look around and ascertain 
amount is involved. I should like to know‘all 
about it. : 

Mr. BADGER. I would nat have urged the 
consideration of this bill now if [ had supposed a 
single member had any doubt about the justice of 
the claim; and | would have ascertained the 
amount if [ had supposed the justice of the claim 
depended upon the amount. I supposed that 
when a debt was ascertained to be dge, it was 
proper to be paid, whether it was one hundred 
thousand dollars or but five thousand. I have no 
objection, indeed I am perfectly willing, that it 
should lie over and be passed upon in the morning. 

Mr. CASS. The honorable Senator has laid 
down a good rule. I do not object to that; but I 
say that the larger the amount involved the more 
necessity for an examination. I did not say that 
I would measure my vote by the size of the claim, 
but that I was going to measure my examination 
by it. Ifa claim was but for five hundred doliars 
only, I would not ask the Senate to delay so long 
as Í would if it was for five millions. That is the 
reason why I wish to know precisely what it is. 

Mr. BADGER. The committee, in the dis- 
charge of their duty, examined the claim most 
carefully, and looked into all the questions in- 
volved, and sifted the whole of them, and found 
the demand was proved. When that was done, 
they thought it unnecessary to spread outa state- 
ment of the particular amount of the claim, leav- 
ing that for the accounting officers to ascertain in 
the proper department. But 1 have no objection 
to have it passed over, if Senators have any doubt 
aboutit. » 

Another word. The honorable Senator from 
Michigan speaks of it as though it was my ciaim; 
but it is not my claim. I will, however, say that, 
knowing as I do the gallant officer and noble gen- 
tleman who commanded the ship by which this 
capture was made, I feel absolutely assured of 
this, that he would rather put his right arm in the 
fire than receive a compensation from this Gov- 
ernment, large or small, to which he was not both 
legally and equitably entitled. 

Mr. KING. I move to postpone the further 
consideration of this subject unul to-morrow. 

Mr. CASS. I wish to say a word with respect 
to this being the claim of the Senator from North 
Carolina. He is about the last man that I should: 
suspect of bringing forward a claim for himself, 
With respect to the officers in this case, for whose 
gallant services no man honors them more than I 
do, | may still say that, while I honor the indi~ 
vidual, my duty may require me to give, in a case 
like this, some further examination before I vee 
away the revenues of the country. 

The question to postpone was then putand car- 
ried. 


REMOVALS FROM OFFICE. 


Mr. KING. I move that the Senate proceed to 
the consideration of the unfinished business, being 
the bill granting the right of way and making a 
donation of land to aid in the construction of the 
Illinois Central Railroad. 

Mr. BRADBURY. Ido hope the Senator from 
Alabama will give way fora moment, that | may 
call up and havea vote taken upon a resolution 
which has been before the Senate a long time, 
respecting removals from office. IT would say that 
a resolution somewhat similar in its character has 
been introduced by the honorable Senator from 
Indiana, and is still pending, and if there are any 
gentlemen who desire to speak on that subject, an 
opportunity will be afforded them to do so while 
that resolution is pending. Itis desirable that a 
vote should be taken on the one which | offered, 
and I have tried to get the floor for a weck past to 
make this motion. I hope the Senate will allow 
that to be taken up and disposed of, and I pledge 
myself, if it leads to any discussion it shall be laid 
over. 

Mr. KING. I cannot waive my motion at the. 
suggestion of the Senator from Maine. He says 
the discussion can go on upon the other pending 
resolution. I think it isbetter to have the discus- 
sion, if there is to be any, upon this, and I hope 
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thé Senate wilPzo into the consideration of the bill 
Which has been before. us for two days. Uf we 
pet through with it in time, E will go with my | 
fend; and if thé resolution leads to no discussion, | 
alf be willing to have the vote taken. 
BRADBURY. If it shall lead to discus- 
any gentleman shall propose to discuss 
Hi withdraw the motion. —_ ; 
The qnestion was taken on taking up Senate | 


bill No: 92, and it was agreed to. 
ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD. 
The Senate accordingly, as in Committee of the | 
Whole, resumed the consideration of the bill grant- 
ing the right of way, and making a donation of 
land to the State of Ilinois, to aid in the construc- } 
tion of the IHinois Central Railroad. 
The. pending question was on the motion of Mr. 
Beri to recommit the bill— 


« With instructions so to amend the bill that a proportion | 


of the nét proceeds of the lands given to the State of Eli- 
noéis and to the States of Alabama and Mississipi shall be 
secured. to the States of Tennessee and Kentucky respect- 
ively, edual to the proportion of the entire li ri 
proposed to be constructed from the southern terminus of | 
the Ilinois and Michizan canal to the ciiy of Mobile, which 
passes through each of the latter two States, to be applied 
by them to the construction of the sections or divisions of 
the road within their respective. jurisdictions.” 


This Mr. Dayron had moved to amend as fol- 


lows: 

“ Provided further, That after the appropriation of the 
lands hereinbefore referred to the States hereinbefore 
named, the net proceeds of the sales of the residue of, the 
public lands, from and after the 3ist day of December next, 
shail be divided between the several States of the Union 
and. the territories thereof, as they now exist, agreeably to 
the provisions of an act entitled ¢ An act to appropriate the 
< proceeds of the sales of the public lands, and to grant pre- 
“emption rights,’ passed September 4, 1841; the provisions 
of which act, so far as the same can be properly applied in 
the distribution of the proceeds of such sates, are hereby 
reénacted and reaffirmed.” : 


ne of the railroad : 


alike require the adoption of such a measure. It 
would, in my judgment, tend more than any other 
measure to diminish pauperism and wretchedness 
in the old States, and add to the industry and 
wealth of the new States. My heart is in that 
movement. I donot feel at liberty, however, to 
interpose an objection to the present bill on that 
ground. 

Reference has been made to the grants hereto- 
fore made to the State of Indiana. 
amined the matter with some particularity since I 
‘Jast addressed the Senate, and I find that if this 
| bill passes, Ilinois will have received more public 
i land for works of internal improvement than all 
| comprised in the grants heretofore made to the 
| State of Indiana. But I am averse to making this 
i comparison. - Certainly I do not make it as an 
i objection to this grant. “And I can truly say, that 
| if my own wishes could control this matter, and 
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| States would allow of it, this grant to Illinois 
hould be tenfold what it is. But when a meas- 
ure for the good of a portion only of the people of 
the United States is proposed, and which is more 


j 
| 
| than counterbalanced by an injury to the residue, 
; L must be pardoned if I pause. 

: I mentioned, when last up, an objection which 
Í I had to the phraseology of a part of the second 


| section of the proposed amendment to this bill. I 
' have had a free conversation with my friends, the 
! happy to find that both of them disclaim any such 
|, construction as I apprehended, and I have no doubt 
|! of their perfect sincerity. We are all satisfied it 
| ig unnecessary, and, as I yet believe, it would bear 
ii the construction I then gave it. I shall at the 
i| proper time move an amendment, which, if adopt- 
ed, will obviate the difficulty; and in this I am 


Mr. WHITCOMB. When this bill was last 


under consideration, I was not appyised of the, 


character of the instructions, or the amendment to 
the instructions which have just been read; l find 
in them a verification of the fears I then expressed, 
from the extension of the usual principle which 
has heretofore obtained in grants of this kind. 

I have no hostility to the granting of lands by 
the General Government to the States in which 
they lie, based upon the principle heretofore acted 
upon in such cases; that is to say, where the im- 


provement for the construction of which the grant |! every alternate section being at the same time re- | 
is made tends to enhance the value of the remain- | 
ing lands of the Government, or to hasten their | 
sale; but when we go beyond that principle, when ; 
the grant partakes of the nature of a gratuity or a | 


leads to demands on their part for a share of the 
public lands, or of their proceeds, either to aid , 
in the construction of public works, or without 
restriction as to object. Now, I am opposed to | 


: happy to say I have the consent of my friends, the 
| honorable Senators from Ilinois. 


i 
i 


T have ex- | 


if the interest of the whole people uf the United | 


l Senators from Hlinois, on this subject, and I am | 


Ata proper time, too, I shall propose another | 


l] other 8,000. Now, I think, judging by the 
‘| mates made by engineers in my own State, that 
the railroad, through the level prairies of Hlinois, 
will not cost more than an average of the smaller 
‘gam per mile, and more is not wanted than will 
li make the road. If these amendments are adopted, 
i I shall favor the bill. Iwill not say that I shall 
vote against it if they are not adopted; but I would 
certainty much prefer their adoption. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Mr. President, I am really 
ratified at the course which my honorable friend | 
I think, on the whole, 
t is very fair and very liberal, and I am grati- 
fied to see our neighbor Indiana-think so well 
I take, sir, a deep interest in 


l of us of IHinois. e 
i| the improvements of the State of Indiana, because 


there is nota line of railroad made in Indiana that 


| is not a great benefit to us of Ilinois. Next toIn- 
diana we derive the immediate benefitof them, and 
' I think that our improvements will be of great 
benefit to the people of Indiana. I will say, in 
ij addition, that although Indiana has been liberally 
Í treated in relation to the public lands held in that 
Í State, I know of none that have managed their 
‘Jands and husbanded them better than Indiana. 
| She has shown, I think, a very commendablespirit 
| in the manner in which she has devoted herself to 
l| the improvement of the State. Sir, with regard to 
|| the first amendment, I will say this: The section 
|| of the bill which it is proposed to amend is per- 
‘i haps susceptible of the construction which he 
i givesit. I did not intend that it should be suscep- 
tible of any such construction. I want to accom- 
| plish nothing indirectly. If we cannot carry the 
| thing directly, let it fail. I want nothing couched 
|| in language not easily understood. I am in favor 
i! of that amendment, Then, with regard to the 
| second amendment, although the lands reserved on 
‘the line of the canal are neither subject to pre-. 
, emption right, to sale, nor to selection, and could 
: not come within the meaning of the bill, I will ac- 
Then with regard to the third 


ʻi 


i! amendment, which I think will commend itself to ` cept that also. thi 
the favorable opinion of all. To enable the amend- |: amendment, my honorable colleague seems willing 
| ment to which I now refer to be understood, I will ; to assent to it. But, as stated by the distinguished 


i premise that the branch of this railroad which 
leads from its northern terminus to Chicago must 
be alongside of the canal now connecting those 
points, and for the construction of which Con- 
gress made to Illinois, on the 2d of March, 1827, 
' asimilar grant of lands along its entire length, 


į 
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i 


served to the United States. These reserved lands 


the proposed grant now under consideration, and 


| language of the bili is substantially that all the 
lands belonging to the United States, not hereto- 


_ fore disposed of, or to which aright of preémption |, 
, has not attached, shall be divided equally between | 


wili necessarily lie within the scope or limits of || ing 


i i na £ ; will consequently be subject to a further selection, |: 
largess, it excites the cupidity of other States, and | notwithstanding their previous reservation, The ; the bil 


' Senator from Kentucky, the other day, the road in 
"H [Minois will run through the great prairie, which is 
| from fifty to one hundred miles across the State, 
l! and which has not been settled, and which never 
| will be settled, unless this railroad be built. Now, 
|, Sir, I think that six miles right through the heart 
of thatprairie would be much better than to have the 
railroad run outside of it. I yield, notwithstand- 
, to the amendment proposed by my friend from 
Indiana. I will say further, that there is no rea- 
sonable objection which comes from the friends of 
| which I will not consent to modify or 
‘change. But I will oppose any proposition com- 
ing from the enemies of the bill having in view its 
ultimate defeat. 

The question then being taken on Mr. Dayron’s 


i 


that principle, and it was that which induced me ' Illinois and the United States. I shail propose, | amendment to the instructions of Mr. BELL, it was 


tq, rais 
if. 
be made to assume an acceptable shape. 

Now, sir, I do not rise to discuss the policy of ` 
a systematic distribution of the public lands, or of 
their proceeds. I believe such a policy would | 
result in great injury to the new States, and with- | 
out any corresponding benefit to the old States, I 
believe, in the first place, that the construction of | 
public works by the General Government is neces- 
sarily attended with more prodigality, with more 
corrupting influences, and with less efficiency, 
than by any other mode. 3 
place, the principle of distribution, if permanently ` 
established, destroys a!l prospect of a grant of the | 
public lands to actual settlers. Indeed, every : 


a 
i 


grant of public lands like that now proposed, | as to make the strip only five miles wide on each | 
‘| side of the proposed road, as has formerly been ; 


trenches upon this beneficient system, and l am 
not disposed, therefore, to widen their operation 
beyond the rule which has heretofore governed in 
such cases. The price of the lands reserved tò 
the United States by this bill is to be raised to 
double their present price. ‘Those granted to the 
State are not to be sold for less than their present | 
price, and generally they will doubtless be held at 


a much higher rate. This increases the difficulty .: it six, but I will not make that a point to stand ` 


in the way of the settler with limited means to 
provide himself with a home. I hope that the 
Government will yet determine to adopt the system 
of granting, under suitable regulations, the public 
lands to actual settlers who are landless. 1 do be- 
lieve “that individual respectability and national 
wealth, that private virtue and public economy, 


i 
j 
i 
t 


il 


‘| 3,860 acres. 


will save the lands reserved under the former 
: grant from the operation of the present one. 

i Then, Mr. President, I wish I could get my 
friends from Illinois to consent to one further 

‘amendment. | feel exceedingly averse to pressing 

! it, but I do wish to take away excuses from my 


| friends over the way, the Senators from New Jer- 


sey and Georgia, who are pressing the claims of 


ire a a saa 
j; the older States for a distributive share of the pub- : 


Tae 
i He lands, on the ground that the new States are 
i getting more than their legitimate share according 


And in the next | to the former practice of the Government. L wish ' 


, to take away all legitimate ground for their objec- 
tions. The amendment I would propose is, to 
| strike out ** six’? and put in the word “ five,” so 


‘ the practice. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I drew the bill, and E copied 
t from a printed bill, in which I found the word 
ix; and I was under the impression that six had 


ii been granted in previous grants. Upon examina- 


: tion, Í find that it is five instead of six, and f shall 
not stand upon that ground. {f would rather have 


i upon. 
| Mr. WHITCOMB. 
; tion, and I find if the word six remains, the State 

will receive for every mile in length upon the road 
. Tf five is substituted, it will be 3,200 
acres; and if this land is sold at $2 50 per acre, the 
proceeds in the one case will be $9,600, and in the 


i 


| 


g 


I have made an examina- | 


e any objection to the bill under considera- || therefore, at a suitable time, an amendment that `; decided as follows: 
I shall be glad to vote for the bill, if it’ can :i l 


YEAS— Messrs. Baldwin, Clarke, Clay, Corwin, Dawson, 
ton,Greene, Miller, Pearce, Phelps, Seward, and Wales 


Sr SN, AYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Benton, Bradbury, 

| Bright, Butler, Cass, Chase, Davis of Mississippi, Dodge of 
Wisconsin, Dodge of Towa, Douglas, Downs, Poote, Hous- 
j. ton, Hunter, Jones, King, Mangum, Morton, Rusk, Sebastian, 
Shields, Smith, Sturgeon, Turney, Walker, Whitcomb, and 
Yulee—s0. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

The question then recurred on the original 
amendment offered by the Senator from Tennes- 
see; which was rejected. 

Mr. WHITCOMB moved to amend the amend- 
; ment to the bill as follows: Strike out of section 2, 
| all from the word “ select,’’ in the 12th line, to the 
' word “subject,” in the 17th line, both exclusive. 
` Also, strike out of the {7th line the word  seleet.?? 

Add to the end of second section as follows: 


“ And provided further, That any and all kends reserved 


to the United States by the act entitled © An act to granta 
quantity of land 10 the State of iliinois, for the purpose of 
aiding tn opening a canal to connect the waters of tie HiH- 
nois river with those of Lake Michigan,’ approved Mareh 2, 
1887, be aud they are hereby reserved to the United States 


from the operations of tis aci” 


The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, moved to amend 
section 2, line 26. After “said” insert “ provided 
i that the lands to be so located shall in no case be 
+ further than fifteen miles from the line of the road, 
> and further.” 

i Mr. KING. This amendment will obviate the 
| objection which has been made to the bill by some 
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gentlemen as to the possibility of these lands being 
selected all over the State. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. It is intended by 
this amendment to bring the provisions of the bill 
within the principle of making the grant to promote 
the public interests in the land immediately con- 
mected with the road to be benefited by it; for, 
passing through the prairie country of Illinois, 
there-is no doubt that all the land for a greater dis- 


tance than that will be benefited, and to that extent |! 


will be connected with the road. Whilst settlers 
on these lands have all the elements of production 
in the soil and climate, these lands must remain 
valueless so long aa the cost of transportation to 
market is so great as to render the products unprof- 
itable when transported to the place where they 
are to be sold. In the case where land is really 
valuable, but is unsaleable in consequence of its re- 
moteness from a suitable market for its products, 
it will be made valuable by being brought within 
practicable means of getting to market. My ob- 
ject in offering this amendment is to bring the pro- 
visions of the bill within a fair operation of the 
principle and policy avowed, so as to enable me to 
vote for it. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I think the amendmentis a rea- 
sonable one; and, as it would not defeat the object 
in view, I am perfectly willing, for one, to agree 
to it. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I move to amend the 
amendment offered by the Senator from Missis- 
sippi, by making it thirty miles instead of fifteen 
miles, and I hope he will accept that amendment. 

Mr. DAVIS. Gh, no. Fifteen miles is as far, 
quite as far, as I am willing to go. 

Mr. DODGE. Thirty miles, I think, ought to 
be allowed. But, Mr President, I look upon this 
grant as conferring a very small boon upon the 
State of Illinois. My purpose now in rising is 
to mention to the Senate a fact that I was anx- 
ious to elicit upon a previous occasion to an inter- 
rogatory which £ proposed to my friend from In- 
diana, (Mr. Wurrcoms.] I think this two dollars 
and a half clause is a very rigorous one. I asked 
my friend, when addressing the Senate, if such a 

rovision had been ingrafted upon the Indiana 
aw. He replied, greatly to my surprise, that it 
was. Iwas quite certain then that he was mis- 
taken, for | had examined all the Jaws in relation 
to the Indiana and other grants of land, and had 
found no such provision. Anxious, however, to 
have the fact in an authoritative shape, l addressed 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office on 
the subject, and received from him, under date of 
yesterday, a letter, from which I make the follow- 
ing extract: 

« The quantity of land granted to Indiana for canal pur- 
poses was 1,566,672 acres. The minimum of the United 
States alternnte sections in this State was not increased. 

“ The quantity of land granted to INinois for canals was 
289,867 acres. The minimum ofthe United States alternate 
sections was not raised. 

« To Iowa there was granted for the improvement of the 
Des Moines river, 321,863 acres. The minimum of the 
United States alternate sections was not increased. 

“To Wisconsin has heen granted, for the improvement 
of the Fox and Wisconsin rivers, 211,840 acres. The min- 
imum of the United States alternate sections has not been 
increased. 

«There was also granted to the same State 139,520 acres 
for the Milwaukee and Rock river canal. In this case the 
minimum was raised to $2 50, but subsequently reduced to 
$125 the acre.” 

A reference to the grant for the Wisconsin and 
Rock river canal brings to my recollection the 
history of that measure. My present colleague, 
then the indefatigable delegate from the Territory 
of Wisconsin, labored most unceasingly, in doors 
and out, to obtain what was then, as now, called 
a donation to those whom he represented, expect- 
ing to receive when he returned home the gratify- 
ing plaudits of ** well done, good and faithful ser- 
vant;” instead of which, curses loud, long, and 
deep, besides many complimentary notices in the 
way of being burnt in effigy, were heaped upon 
his devoted head by the settlers along the line of 
the contemplated canal—the very people whom 
of all others he had supposed he was best serving. 
These worthy pioneers, who were settled on the 
Government sections, could not brook the idea of 
paying one hundred per cent. more for their farms 
than their neighbors who happened to be buta few 
feet from them on the opposite side of a mere arti- 
ficial line. The consequence was, that, after much 
excitement among the people, and considerable 
financial difficulty on the part of the Territory of 
Wisconsin, growing out of this canal grant, the 


whole thing was repudiated, and the price of the 
lands reduced to §1 25 an acre. [ have not made 
these remarks from the slightest intention to inter- 
fere with this bill. My friends from Hlinois are 
satisfied with its provisions, and, knowing the im- 
provement to be one in which Minois and the 
whole West feel a deep interest, I shall do every- 
thing in my power to effect the passage of the bill. 
I hope my friend from Mississippi [Mr. Davis] 
will accept my amendment. 

Mr. DAWSON. Mr. President, I regret very 
much to see my friend from Mississippi favor the 
extension of this railroad thirty miles, fifteen on 
the right and fifteen on the left. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. If the Senator | 
will allow me, my proposition is to restrict, and 
not to extend. | 

Mr. DAWSON. The gentleman, I think, pro- : 
poses to extend a line, from which these lands are : 
to be selected, from six to fifteen miles. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. If my friend will | 
allow me, I will put him right ona single point. | 
The bill now provides for taking alternate sections | 
of land, five miles on each side of the line of the | 
road; and if they cannot find land within these | 
limits, they are allowed to take any contiguous | 
land. And now I suppose ‘contiguous land’? | 
might be construed to be land within the State. 
This amendment is to restrict them in the selection | 
of those lands to within fifteen miles of the road. 

Mr. DAWSON. What! wished to say is this: | 
In legislating we ought never to adopt any princi- ; 
ple calculated to deceive the country, and give us 
an opportunity of returning home, saying we did | 
this for a principle, when, in fact, we did not. | 
Now, sir, the principle which has been adopted is 
this: We give you alternate sections over which 
the road may run, five or six miles on each side 
of the road, with a view to increase the value of the | 
remainder of the public property. ‘Phat is the 
principle, and that is the ground upon which gen- 
tlemen stand who are to vote for this measure. 
Is it not? It certainly is. Now, sir, { desire to 
know, if you give this fifteen miles to the road, 
how you can, taking a lot adjacent to another fif- 
teen miles off the road, improve the value of the 
lot which is adjoining, and which you take and 
appropriate to this road! | 

Take your railroad from here to the city of Bal- 
timore, and if fifteen miles south of that road you 
take one lot of land and appropriate it to the rail- 
road, will it improve any other lot? It will not, 
and we all know it. “And while we rise here and 
tell the people of the Union we are opposed to 
taking the proceeds of the publiclands and appro- 
priating them to the States for internal improve- 
ments, save upon the principle that it will increase 
the value of the public property adjacent to it, we 
know it does not do it. And why not manfully 
come up to the question at once, and put it upon 
the principle of a donation? Call things by their 
proper names. Legislate with fairness and bold- 
ness. If you have the right to extend it to five | 
miles, you have the same right to extend it to 
thirty, fifty, or one hundred miles, and it results 
in nothing more nor less than this, that it is an ap- 
propriation of the public property to the States for 
internal improvements by way of donation. No- 
body can deny it. And yet, sir, we cannot finda 
majority in this body who will boldly and fairly 
come up to the question, and say that we have 
the power of disposing of the public lands to the 
States for internal improvements. They discard 
that principlé upon the ground of unconstitution- 
ality. Now, I put it to them to answer me this 
question: If it be unconstitutional to appropriate 
the public land for general purposes to the various 
States, where do you get the power of appropria- | 
ting it for special purposes to a particular State? | 
Now, sir, I never seek’ to avoid a question which 
is presented fairly. Nor do I desire to dodge a 
question which can be made practical. What are 
we at now? Giving away the public properly. 
For what purpose? We reply, to increase the 
value of the balance of this property; making a 
contract with the State of Illinois in this manner: 
If you take the alternate sections of these lands, 
we will give them to you; because you agree, by 
making a road, to increase the value of the re- 
mainder. It is vastly more unconstitutional, vastly | 
more unjust, vastly more unequal, to take the pub- | 
lic property and give it to one particular State, than | 
to use it and appropriate it generally throughout 
the whole Union. 5 Í 


| 
| 
| 
i 
| 


When I announced here the day: before yester- 
day that I would change my opinions upon this 
subject so soon as I discovered that this property 
was to be taken in detail, my friend from Virginia 
got up and told me that he would battle to the last 


against it. What signifies battling, sir? Is.ifpot 
better they should be divided at once, and- not 
be taken by degrees in this manner? Why not 


distribute it at once, upon the principle of equality? 
I desire to place myself directly before the country 
upon this question, and do it upon principle. The 
majority of this body is opposed to the division 


i| of the public lands, or the proceeds thereof, among 
i| the States, and yet State by State is coming in in 


this way, and getting a share almost equivalent 


|| to its proportion if they were to be divided. Now 


l propound it here to-day, and I do it with no 
feelings of unkindness towards the States con- 
cerned, what right has Hlinois, Alabama, or Mis- 


|| sissippi to large proportions of the public domain 


which the State of Georgia has not? Why will 
| you,take the property of the public and give it to 
those States, and not give to the State of Georgia 
her share when she ask’s for it? The reply is, we 
give so much that these States may doa certain 
thing, and increase the value of the remainder of 
the public property, and because there are no pub- 
lic lands in the State of Georgia she can get no 
share in this. It is in fact saying to the State of 


i| Georgia, that although you have contributed your 


share to the extinguishment of the Indian titles to 
these very lands, you shall not receive your share 
of them. Now, Í submit if it is not an improper 
mode and manner by which you are taking away 
the public lands? Is it not unjust thus to deal 
with the other States, and cause the thirteen old 
States, who gained cur independence, commenced 
our Government, and appropriated of their means 
to susiain and rear our institutions to their present 
condition, to be disregarded? Georgia, in her lib- 
erality, in the year 1802, when she owned the 
States of Alabama and Mississippi as her own 
domain, yielded them to the General Government 
upon certain conditions, in order to defray the 
expenses necessarily incident to that General Gov- 
ernment. And now, when she has yielded it, and 
the expenses are all paid, and the country is in a 
state of prosperity and happiness, that public do- 
main which she ceded as the common property of 
the nation of sister States, is to be divided, and 
she is not to have her share in the division of it. 
It will be said that. 1am selfish, unkind, ungen- 
erous, in claiming for Georgia her proportion of 
the lands that were once hers, but which she gave 
as a common fund to her sisters, she partaking of 
them in part. It is not so; for you are now adopt- 
ing a policy which will deny to the State of Geor- 
gia her shate. The reply may be, we can man- 
age this as we please. We may seek for princi- 
ples upon which to place our actions; but I say 
they are deceptive. This.is nothing but a dona- 
tion, and we know it; and we seek to justify our- 
selves by assuming a principle that does not exist; 
for fifteen miles to the right and left of the railroad 
will never increase the value of property contig- 
uous. Hence it is that I say Pwi yield my 
opinion sooner than submit to this course of con- 
duct on the part of the Congress of the nation, 
I am right, sir, upon principles of equity and jus- 
tice—upon the rights which belong to every State 
in this Union. Under the Constitution they ail 
have a right to participate in the public domain, 
which belongs to the common country. They be- 
long to the Union, sir; and this Union is composed 
of thirty States, and each of these States is en- 
titled to equal rights. But by this mode of legis- 
lation we are acting illiberaliy, unjustly, because 
we do not deal with one as we do with the others. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Mr. President, 
| the Senator from Georgia has assumed his facts 
and ascribed motives at his own pleasure, and 
| therefore it was very easy for him to reach any 
conclusion that he proposed, and as easy to apply 
any censure that he thought proper. The Senator 
says that there is a purpose of deception. I say, 
that within my knowledge there is none. 1 am 
glad that he uses the pronoun “ we,” instead of 
“you.” If deceptive purpose exist anywhere, 
it is not within my breast. ‘Those who feel it, 
need no accuser. I deny every position which the 
Senator has taken and assumed to bea fact. I 
| deny emphatically that there is any purpose of 
deception, to be inferred or by possibility extracted 
i from the motion I have made. So fer as 1 am con- 
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— e rE 
cerned, this-amendment was framed and offered 
in a spirit any other: than that of deception, 
Mr. DAWSON. © If the Senator will allow me: 
the floor for a moment, I wil! put him right. It 
s pot the conduct of Senators which I termed 
ive, but the principle that the value of the 
der of the public lands would be increased 
riving away a part of them, 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. The manner of 
the Senator was perhaps more excited than he 
supposed, at thetime he made the charge. - But to 
the question of fact. It is assumed, then, by the 
- Senator, that the land could not be increased in 
value by having a railroad run within fifteen miles 
of it. You may have land one hundred or two 
hundred miles from market, and.some of its pro- 
ducts; for the want of transportation, have no 
value beyond the demand for domestic consump- 
tion; but if. you bring a ‘railroad within fifteen 
miles of it; instead'of having to go one hundred or 
two hundred miles to market, you have now only 
to go fifteen miles to find means of transportagion. 
That certainly makes the market more available 
for the purpose of selling the produce which you 
may raise upon your land, than if you had no 
railroad, and of course makes the land more val- 
uable: Does not the Senator know, that lands 
within fifteen miles of his own navigable streams, 
which lead to the sea-ports of the States, or within 
fifteen miles of his railroads, are more valuable 
than they were before the railroads were built, or 
would be if that navigable stream did not exist? 
Sir, I have not proposed to extend but to restrict 
the grants of land to be given for this purpose. 
‘Without the amendment which F have proposed, 
I would be compelled to vote against the bill. My 
proposition was not to extend this grant, but in its 
floating character to strip it of the right which it 
would otherwise have to run all over the State and 
select lands. I have proposed not to increase the 
width of the slip within which alternate sections 
' are to be given; but to confine its floating char- 
acter to within fifteen miles of the road. I think 
the value of the lands, within that distance, will 


be increased by the construction of a means of 


transporting bulky and cheap commodities. The 
honorable Senator assumes that this is the same 


thing as a grant of land for general purposes of 


internal improvement. Every feature of the bill 
denies it. It is denied by the specific application 
which is to be made of this grant of land. It is 
also denied by the fact that this grant will revert 
to the Government, if this railroad is not con- 

_ structed within a specific time. All this makes a 
very different thing from a general grant of land 
for general purposes of internal improvement. 
This road is chartered by the States through which 
it is to pass, and is it likely that they would do 
anything which they did not think was for the 
interests of the citizens of those States? 

As I have said before, I have no objection to 
the freest principle of granting land to actual set- 
tlérs, but have objections to granting lands to cor- 
porations. Sir, we know that some years agoa 
general distribution of the proceeds of the public 
lands among the States took place. From all the 


returns which have been published, it appears that ii 


not one-fifth of the sums thus distributed ever 


inured to the benefit of the people, and so far only |; 


because that in some of the States it relieved the 
people from taxation for the support of the current 
expenses of theirGovernment, Why has not Con- 
gress since entered upon that scheme? Because it 
has been condemned by the experience which the 
country has had of it. 

But, sir, a claim is put up for Georgia. I put 
up none for Mississippi. I supposed it was some 
great indignation which prompted the Senator 


from Georgia when he commenced in such a vehe- |) 


ment manner—such indignation as one might feel 
when he found that the Treasury was about to be 
robbed, fraud to be perpetrated, deception practiced 
on the public, and that the general interests of 
the country were about to suffer. But no such 
thing. He merely attacks the principle we ad- 
vance lest it be an obstruction to the application for 
his own State. I make none for Mississippi: I 


ask no grant of land in this bill; it has been pro- | 
posed by others, and is connected with the inter- | 
ests of other States as well as those of M ississippi. ; 


Sir, Mississippi has never yet asked a favor from 

this Government for her own exclusive benefit. 
The road that is to pass through Mississippi 

was located there by other interests than her own. 
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it passes through Mississippi only because that is | 
the best route. This road is to pass through a ; 
region of country in our State, a portiongof which 
is unsaleable, and a great deal of which will ; 
remain so; it also passes through a portion of 
country which is so fertile that not an acre of it 
belongs to the Government. Our interest in this 
project is quite. small. This road: received. its 
direction from Iinois on one side and from Ala- į 
bama on the'other. It comes through Mississippi 
only as it comes through Tennessee and Kentucky. 
It bends into our State for some distance, but it 
does not reach into a portion of it where the land 
is now ‘vacant and is soon likely to be peopled. 
When it reaches that fertile country to which I 
have referred, in the whole of which there is not 
an acre of Jand that belongs to the Government, it 
goes first to the navigable waters of the Tombig- 
bee, and then approaches the navigable waters of 
the Mississippi. 
advantage to the country through which it passes, 
but I do not think it will be of any great vital im- 
portance to the State of Mississippi. As I have 
said before, there are some parts of the route so 
| desirable that not an acre belongs to the Govern- 

ment, while, on the other hand, there are other 
places that for thirty miles on either side are so 
poor and unapproachable that nobody would buy 
it, and, consequently, it has to remain on the hands 
| of the Government until greater facilities of trans- 
portation, or a lower price, or both, may induce 
purchasers to take it. 

Lam sorry, sir, that, notwithstanding the ex- 

| planation which I made to the honorable Senator 


| 


i 


proposition was to extend and not to restrict the 
amount of land to be given for this purpose. I 
wish the Senator had done me the justice of giv- 


put upon them. 

Mr. DAWSON. I did not charge the honor- 
able Senator with injustice. I know that his 
object was to restrict this road. But the ground 
which I assumed was this: that if you would ex- 
tend this to fifteen miles, on the same principle 
you could extend it to fifty miles. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Yes, and by a 
parity of reasoning the Senator might go on to 
say that you might extend it to five hundred 
tiles on the same principle. 


{ 
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; which a loaded team can habitually travel in a 
day. Some Senators wish to extend the limit 
|! further, and some will be in favor of reducing the 
l! distance. But1 believe I have reduced it as low 
f! as a majority of this body will consent to; I be- 
;¿ Heve | have reduced it within the rule originally 

prescribed to myself. And if this amendment is 
į not adopted I shall vote against the bill, and if it 
|| prove that, as I believe a majority of the Senate will 
i be found in favor of the bill without thisamendment, 
|i I leave to others the responsibility of defeating 
; the restriction, of violating the principle which 
has been heretofore observed, and of leaving us 


{ 
{ 


| character. 

f Mr.KING. My friend from Mississippi having 
|; replied to the remarks which fell from the honora- 
_ ble Senator from Georgia, there is no necessity for 
my saying much on the subject. I was struck 
ii with the remarks of that honorable Senator, who 


‘| seemed to think that there was not a manifestation | 


‘| of a right spirit on the part of those who are in 
|| favor of the passage of this bill, on the ground of 
| public expediency, and that we were endeavoring 
|: to deceive the country by holding out the idea that 
i we intended this for one thing, when in fact it was 
; intended for another. Now, sir, I have not, in 
he course of the discussion here—and the whole 


i 


p upon the trae ground; and 
Mr. DAWSON. Mr. President, I really appear 
to be very unfortunate in being so misunderstood. 
I say that the principle on which you appropriate | 
these lands—that of increasing the value of other 
lands—is one which is deceptive in its character. | 


i: did not say ut all that gentlemen mean to deceive; | 


i 


4 notbyany means. But I say the principle is decep- 
|| tive in its character, for this reason: you have no 
li more power to give away the public lands for the 


i 
} 
1 


It was projected atthe North and the South, and ij 


i 
il 
| 


It will, ho doubt, be of some | 


from Georgia, he persisted in saying that my j 


ing my views as 1 had stated them, and not ac- 
cording to the interpretation which he chose to | 


I think fifteen miles | 
about the extreme distance, as it is the distance | 


without guard or check in future grants of this ; 


| 


i matter has been under discussion for two days— ' 


i observed any disposition on the part of any Sena- 
i tor to put this matter upon any other ground than 


purpose of benefiting the remainder than you have 
to appropriate the whole of the proceeds of the 
public lands; and the people. will be deceived by 
being led to believe that you have power to do 
that ina limited extent which you have not power 
to do in the whole extent. 

Mr. KING. Sir, it is not my intention to enter 
into any protracted discussion as to the powers of 
the General Government over the public lands. 
My views have been given on that subject many 
|. years ago. I believe that we have the power fully 
and completely to grant a portion of the public 
domain for purposes that we may consider advan- 
tageous to the general interests of the country, and 
calculated to improve the value of the remaining 
portion of the land. If the gentleman from Geor- 
gia will look to the action of Congress ever since 
| the first formation of the Government, he will find 
that this course has been pursued. There is, 
therefore, no departure from principle except it be 
in acting strictly within the provisions of previous 
laws, which have added additional value to those 
lands adjoining those that have been given by the 
improvement itself, in order that the treasury may 
sustain no loss. Whether it will so result in this 
case or not, is not for me to determine. 

But the honorable Senator from Georgia says 
that the selection of these lands cannot give value 
to other lands. It is very true that the selection 
of the lands will not, but the making of the road 
unquestionably will. If you select no land at all, 
but for any purpose make this road, thus giving a 
communication through the country, is there any 
Senator here who does not see that all the lands 
lying contiguous to the road will be increased in 
value to a very great extent? But, sir, it is use- 
less to go into any argument to show that. It 
must strike every gentleman that when lands are 
situated in the interior of a country, whether they 
are productive or otherwise, if there be a difficulty 
in transporting the products of those lands to mar- 
| ket, the lands themselves must be proportionately 
| valueless. And why? Simply because the facility 
| of getting to market gives them a value; and just 
in proportion as that facility is given will the value 
of the lands increase. My friend suggests that it 
may, perhaps, be as well to advert to the provis- 
ions of the Constitution with regard to the disposal 
of the public domain. I do not, however, think 
that this is necessary. It is our business to make 
all needful rules and regulations—for what? For 
the disposal of the territory—that is, the publie 
domain—of the United States. 

Mr. President, I did not expect to hear my 
friend from Georgia depart from what I under- 
|| stood to be with him a settled principle, that we 
| may not make a distribution of the public Jands; 
|i and I therefore feltsome degree of surprise when he 
| intimated that if the bill passed to give a small por- 
| tion of land for an improvement which will prove 
| highly beneficial to the whole country, that then 
| the principle for which he had contended will be 
destroyed, and that he would feel himself bound 
to go for a provision to distribute the whole of the 
public Jands amongst the States throughout the 
+ Union. That, indeed, might be good ground for 
i; me to act upon, but I think it would hardly do for 
| him. If 1 thought it was pro o make that dis- 
i g proper to make th 
l; tribution, certainly no act of this Congress would 
ji change my position. That measure did once go 
| into operation to a certain extent, but it lasted only 
| 


| 
i 


t 
| 
{ 


| 
f 
i 
| 


i for a short time. I was opposed to it then; and, 
i waiving all constitutional objections, | was op- 
posed to iton the ground that | considered it as an 
: act of great injustice to the new States. The mo- 
‘| ment you placed the matter in that position, the 


i, remote States, which had not been subjected to thie 


! same difficulties and hardships which the new 
| States have had to undergo in setting a wilderness, 
would know that they would make more money 
by holding on to the lands until those hardy pio- 
neers had given value to them by culuvating those 
within their vicinity. Now, sir, was it desirable 
i to the State of Georgia, is it destrabie now, that 
the people who have gone into these new States 
and made great sacrifices to settle thernselves and 
improve the country generally, should be sub- 
jected to the inconveniences which would result 
in case such a measure should be adopted? Bat 
: I do not consider that it is necessary to discuss 
this measure now. 
Sir, the honorable Senator from Georgia depre- 
; cates, in very strong terms, the injustice of giving 


1 
i to these new States, which have been subject to 
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the hardships and difficulties I have mentioned, a 
portion of the public domain for an object of this 
kind, because you cannot makea similar donation 
to each of the States ‘in ‘the Union; and he asks, 
« Wisy should not Georgia have a part—Georgia, 
who gave away the States of Mississippi and 
Alabama? ‘True, sir, Georgia ceded these States; 
and what did other States do? It was necessary 
that those States holding large domains, as North 
Carolina and Virginia, should cede thém for the 
genera]. good; and Virginia has certainly done 
more in this respect than the State of Georgia. 
Sir, these domains were relinquished upon proper 
principles, and without that relinquishment, per- 
haps the Government could not have existed until 
now. But the State of Georgia guarded weil her 
interest when she relinquished her territory. She 
provided very well for herself. [ have a paper 


before me showing that there were some sums of | 


money which Georgia stipulated for. And among 
these, I find that Georgia received, to extinguish 
her Indian title, $4,269,940. Sir, we paid to 
Georgia, in arms and money, for the territory 
north of the thirty first degree of north latitude, 
$1,250,000; for the Yazoo claim, $4,282,000; 
quantity of land pledged to qniet and satisfy claims, 
{five millions of acres,) $6,250,000; amount paid 
or engaged to be paid to indemnify citizens of 
Georgia for spoliations of their property, accord- 
ing to a treaty with the Creeks, $2,500,000; ma- 
king an aggregate of $16,301,940. ‘That, sir, was 
the price which we paid for the liberal cession of 
land by the State of Georgia. Sir, I did not wish 
to enter into these things atall; but I wish to say 
that the State of Alabama has been deprived of a 
large amount of revenue by a stipulation into 
which she entered with the Government when she 
became a State, not to tax her public lands for 
five years after they were sold. By this stipula- 
tion, estimating the lands at $125 per acre, and 
the tax at half per cent. for county, State, road, 
and school tax, she has already lost $404,345, 
Mississippi has lost $362,129, and Illinois $485,717. 
These are some of the losses which have been sus- 
tained by stipulating that when Government sold 
the land it should not be taxed for five years after 
such sale, so as to enable the Government to get a 
higher price for it; and I venture to say, that if 
you look to the grants that have been made, and 
the sales that have been made, you will find that. 
the new States have been drained by tne General 
Government, and that the amounts given in lands 
bear no comparison to the sums of money which 
have been drawn from them. 

Mr. President, E must say, in conclusion, that I 
feel very much as my friend from Mississippi ap- 
pears to feel in regard to this road. The principal 
portion of the land in Tennessee, and more espe- 
cially in Mississippi and Alabama, whether the 
road is made or not, could not absolutely be sold, 
and never will be sold, for more than the estimated 
value of the timber upon it. Certainly nothing 
beyond that; for as to cultivation, every foot of 
Jand—not every foot, perhaps, but at least every 
forty acres—in that region that was considered to 
be tillable, has been taken. It is the oldest settled 
portion of the State, having been settled by the 
Spaniatds. We get now for our land next to 
nothing; it ts an object, however, to get some ad- 
vantage in the timber in the construction of the 
road, so as to give us a communication with the 
Great West, and endeavor to draw down a portion 
of the products of that country to the Gulf at Mo- 
bile, so that the lands higher up may have a cer- 
tain mode of transporting their products to market, 


without being entirely dependent on water com- ; 


munication, which during several months in the 
year is unavailable. I had hoped, considering the 
importance of the work, that my friend from 
Georgia would have been the last to throw any 
impediment in the way of its completion. As to 
the remarks which he made the other day, about 
connecting this road with Georgia, when the 
proper time comes for making such a proposition, 
Ï assure him I will not object to it. 

Mr. BUTLER. Ihave been opposed altogether 
to the whole principle of taking the public lands 
in the neighborhood of a road for purposes of this 
kind; and when it was proposed, two or three 
years ago, in another case, to give lands in this 
way—to take one section for the sake uf giving 
value to another section—I foresaw that it would 
lead to the abuses which I now apprehend, not- 
withstanding that the Senator from Mississippi 


proposes to restrict this enormous grant to 
lands situated within fifteen miles of each side.of 
the road. That is a restriction to the wide prop- 
osition now made, but it does not satisfy me at 
all- Í objected in limine to taking any of the pub- 
lic lands for a road of this kind. But, Mr. Presi- 
dent, look at the consequence. If Congress had 
the power—and there are some who think it has— 
to lay out a great national road, there might be 
some good ground why we should take the public 
lands to make it. Now, I would much prefer 
that Congress should take upon hersclf the duty 
of establishing a highway, than to depend upon 
the local and partial policy, and the accidental 
circumstances, arising in-States having public 
lands, to regulate the high-roads of this country. 


All railroads, no doubt, are conducive to the gen- | 


eral welfare. But why should this road be located 
from a northern pointin Hlinois to Mobile? Why 
should it not be made to terminate in South Caro- 
lina? Simply bečaùse there are no public lands 
in South Carolina. . 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Oh no; oh no. 
There is a difference of several hundred miles in 
the distance, as well as a wide difference in the 
grade. 

Mr. BUTLER. Well, sir, we have nobody to 
help us. What we do, we must do with our own 


money. But I will not reduce the question to so į 


narrow a ground as that. 

Mr. KING. Oh, hope, hope. 

Mr. BUTLER. ‘ Hope’’ is a poor capital, 1 
confess. My friend from Alabama knows very 
well what he is about. He knows that he is car- 
rying this road to Mobile through his own State; 
and, so far as it is likely to contribute to the ad- 
vancement of his State, lam glad of it. But per- 
haps the old thirteen States will be like Lear, who 
made bountiful gifts to his children and was after- 
wards turned out of doors himself. Iam opposed 
to the whole principle of using the public Jands 
for building private roads; for this is essentially a 
private road, although it belongs to the State of 
IHinois; and that part of it I believe which is to 
pass through Alabama and Mississippi belongs to 
a company. 
public Ido not object to it, but itis absolutcly 
using public property for private purposes. Now 
my friend from Alabama used a pretty strong ex- 
pression. He says that Congress, in the plenitude 


of its power, has a right to make any appropria- | 
tion of money that may come within the purview | 
Now, lask him if he would make 


of its policy. 
an appropriation of land for the purpose of build- 
ing a national highway from Washington to New 
Orleans? Sir, when I give away the public lands 
for the making of this or that road, I wish to have 
some good ground for doing so; and it becomes 
me, and every one else, in the exercise of our dis- 


cretion in relation to this part of the public prop- | 
erty, to inquire whether there are good grounds. | 


1f I were to make a public road | would make one 


from here to New Orleans, and gentlemen could | 
Now, let it be understood | 
that we want such a road, and let us agree also | 
|: have turned against them, and prosecuted the most 
construction of this clause of the Constitution, and jj 
we can soon raise money enough to build it. | 
There is no difficulty in getting the money upon | 


easily get such a road. 


with my friend from Alabama in his latitudinarian 


his mode of calculation. I observe that the mode 
in which many gentlemen constree certain pro- 


visions of the Constitution greatly depends upon || 
{Laughter ] It has a wonder- j 
1 believe patriotism to be founded | 
on a mystical attachment to the soil. [Renewed ;: 


local patriotism. 
ful influence. 


laughter} 


Mr. FOOTE, playfally. I beg to call the gen-; 
tleman to order. | think it is wrong to reflect upon | 
; the motives of any l 


Senator. 
Mr. BUTLER. What motives? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
point of order? 
Mr. BUTLER. 


What is the 


further indebted to him to explain what he means. 

Mr. FOOTE. 2 
Senator from South Carolina did charge my friend 
from Alabama with patriotism. [Laughter.] 

Mr. BUTLER. Well, I did say that my friend 
from Alabama had given a pretty broad construc- 
tion of that clause of the Constitution when he 
said that he would dispose of the public lands 
in any way which Congress in its policy might 
think proper. 


Well, if it results in benefit to the | 


Mr. KING. If it be considered necessary for 
the advancement of the public interest, or would 
tend to the advancement of the price of the lands 
yet remaining to Congress. 

Mr. BUTLER. Exactly. And so the Senator 
from Alabama says that Congress has a right to 
appropriate the lands to any purpose which in its 
policy it may-think proper. Then I put the ques- 
tion whether, upon the laying out of a road from 
the city of Washington to the city of New 
Orleans—which no person will deny would re- 
dound greatly to the interests of the country—the 
Senator from Alabama would concede that Con- 
gress should appropriate the public lands? Now, 
I take the position that whén Congress gives lands 
for the purpose of making a road, it should aiso 
take upon itself the responsibility of laying cut 
| that road; and I will answer for it that we would 
i have very little difficulty in laying out such a road 
if it was once understood that the public lands 
could be taken to make it. Then I say that such 
j a wide construction of that clause of the Constitu- 
tion to which the Senator from Alabama has ad- 
verted must be the result of an enlarged patriotism; 
i and it is proper that it should be so, for we are 


i| very apt to subserve the interests of our own coun- 


try, (laughter;] so that Ido not see how I corne 
within the sphere of the criticism of my friend 
from Mississippi, [Mr. Foore.] It is very well 
for those to criticise who need ita little themselves 
sometimes. Well, sir, I have said that I am op- 
posed to this mode of appropriating the public 
lands; and | am still opposed to it, out and out. 

Mr. FOOTE. I do not rise to reply to the con- 
stitutional argument which has been entered into 
by my friend from South Carolina, (Mr. Butter.) 
That has been replied to in advance, and be has 
failed, in my jadgment, notwithstanding his ability 
to deal with subjects of this kind, to respond to 
any of the most cogent arguments that have been 
addressed to the Senate by the distinguished Sen- 
ator from Michigan, |Mr. Cass,] and others who 
preceded him in this debate. I rise simply for the 
purpose of noticing an historical allusion which 
the Senator has made. | do not say how the fact 
may be, but I understood him to state that the 
State of Sout Carolina originally owned the whole 
of the State of Georgia. 

Mr. BUTLER. Oh no; but her charter ex- 
tended from South Carolina (as it then was) to the 
South Sea. 

Mr. FOOTE. I am willing, for the sake of 
argument, to admit that the fact is true, and that 
Georgia owes her present existence to the generos- 
ity of South Carolina. That would make Georgia 
the daughter of South Carolina, Alabama and 
Mississippi have always taken pride in being the 
daughters of Georgia. Now, if it should turn out 
| that Georgia and South Carolina are hoth against 
Mississippi and Alabama in this controversy, [ 
undertake to say that the two States of Alabama 
and Mississippi havea right to consider themselves 
more cruelly and unkindly treated than any two 


| 
1 
| 
| Mr, CHASE. 
| 


I am already much indebted |. 
to my friend from Mississippi, and | must be still | 


Well, I beg leave to say that the i; v 


States in the Confederacy. Yes, sir, they have a 
right to say that their mother and grandmother 


unnatural warfare against them. [Laughter.] 1 
hope, sir, that gentlemen on all sides will allow 
| this protracted debate to be brought toa close now, 
i and the vote to be taken. 
I ask the indulgence of the Sen- 
ate fora moment. I voted upon the amendment 
of the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. Dayton} 
under a misapprehension. I was under the im- 
pression that Í was voting upon the amendment of 
the Senator from Tennessee, [Mr. BeELL;]. and 
voted with the yeas. Other Senators, I find, are 
in the same predicament. Fask that my vote may 
li be changed. 
| There being no objection, the vote was changed, 
Messrs. BADGER, TURNEY, and MANGUM 
| also asked and were permitted to change their votes 
| upon the same amendment. oe 
i, [We have made the necessary corrections In the 
l! list of yeas and nays above published, to make the 
| vote correspond with these several changes. } 
i Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. [ would ask the 
{| Senator from illinois to explain one point in this 
bij]. In the first section, as amended, E perceive 


| canal for which a grant has been heretofore made? 
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= a 
Mississippi, I will state that at Chicago this branch | 
of the:¥oad ‘comes very near to that end of the 
danal: ‘1 cannot state precisely how near to the 
canal the track of the road wil run. At ‘some 
points: it will ran: within five or six miles of the 
tahal; at others fifteen or twenty miles off. 

= Mr. DAVIS. They have the sametermini, then, | 
Janderstand from the Senator? Mr, President, I | 
have‘some doubts upon this point. The question | 
was a good déal discussed at the time whether it i| 
should be a canal ora railroad.” The first survey 
was for a canal, and it was demonstrated that the 
lake could be made a feeder for the canal. It was 
coupled with some collateral questions; and for 
that'reason, I think, the canal prevailed over the | 
railroad.. ‘The railroad at that time had very many |) 
advocates. Now, this is a short line. A canal 
has already been constructed. The Government 
granted tands for the canal. J think it is not fair |! 
that we should appropriate more lands for the || 
failroad: -Tf it is thought necessary; if the great i| 
commercial interests require both roads and canal, į! 
then they should furnish the capital. i 

Mr. DOUGLAS made some reply, which was |! 
nearly inaudible to the reporter. He was under- 
stood to say that this was but a small matter, as the |; 
branch was an inconsiderable portion of the road. |; 

Mr. DAVIS. ‘Well, if no one else objects, I 
shall not press my amendment. 

There being no further propositions to amend, i 
the bill was reported back to the Senate; and the || 
amendments of the committee concurred in. i 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a | 
third reading, and was read a third time accord- || 
ingly. i 

On the motion that the bill do pass— ji 

Mr. BUTLER called for the yeas and nays, |! 
which, being ordered, were taken, and resulted as |: 
follows: it 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Benton, Borland, `; 
Bright, Cass, Corwin, Davis of Mississippi, Dodge of Wis- | 


cousin, Dodge of Towa, Douglas, Downs, Foote, Houston, | 
Jones, King, Mangum, Morton, Sebastian, Seward, Shields, |, 


i 
if 
i 
Hi 
il 
J 
t 


| 


So the bill was passed. 
Mr. KING moved to amend the title of the bill b 
inserting the words ‘* Mississippi and Alabama,’’ |} 


tion? will stand. I think it more correctly ex- |; 
resses the character of the bill than the other. H 
Mr. KING. I hope the Senator from Maine will |! 
allow the amendment to pass. ji 


Mr. BRADBURY. Oh, certainly. ! 


I hope the word ‘* dona- | 


I will not | 
offer any opposition to it. I withdraw my objection. i; 
The amendment was then agreed to. f 
The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of Executive business; and, after some time spent 
therein, the doors were reopened, and, on motion, 
The Senate adjourned. i 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
- Fripay, May 3, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
DECISIONS OF ATTORNEYS GENERAL. 


Mr. FEATHERSTON asked the unanimous 
consent of the House to offer the following reso- 
lution, which was read for information: 

Resolved, 'T'hat the President of the United States be re- 
quested to have prepared and communicated to this House, 
at the commencement of the next session, all the opinions | 
of the Attorneys General of the United States delivered | 
since the Ist of March, 1841, which give construction to |: 
the public laws not of a temporary character. i 

He said he hoped there would be no objection || 
to the resolution. f 

Mr. McGAUGHEY obecting— i 

The resolution was not received. f 

THE CENSUS BILL. i 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, moved |: 
that the House resolve itself into Committee of || 
the Whole on the state of the Union for the further i 


i 
| 


f 
f 
i 


consideration of the special order, the census bill. | 


i! 
il 
i 


THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 
. Mr. DANIEL moved that the House resolve 
- itself into Committee of the Whole House on the | 
private calendar. Fle stated that to-day being the | 
first Friday of the month, bills to which no ob- |; 
Jection was made were to be acted upon without |! 
debate. He inquired of the Speaker if this mo- | 
tion was not first in order? 


fi 
a 


| Whole House on the private calendar. 


n Viate the objection suggested by the gentleman 


The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 


| then as assistant. 


The object of the amendment 


the censts bill being the special order of the day, || was, that he should not receive both pays at the 


the motion to go into Committee of the Whole on | 
the state of the Union upon that bill has priority | 
over the motion to go into Committee of the 
If the. 
House do not resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, or into Commit- ; 
tee of the Whole House, the private bills upon 
the Speaker’s table will be reported to the House. 
The Chair will state, for the information of the | 
House, that there are one or two private bills | 
from the Senate lying on the Speaker’s table; the | 
only private bill reported from the Committee of | 
the Whole House upon the Speaker’s table, is one |) 
which has been objected to; and this being objec- |! 
tion day, it will not be considered. The motion of | 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania is in order. i 
A motion, that when the House adjourns to-day | 
it adjourn to Monday, by yeas 53, nays 91, was - 
rejected. 


i 
{ 
ji 
i 
i! 
1 
| 
if 
} 


THE AMERICAN MERIDIAN. 


Mr. WINTIIROP rose and said, before the mo- j 
tion was put on going into Committee of the Whole | 
i 


on the state of the Union, he desired to move to | 
reconsider the vote by, which the House had yes- | 
terday referred to the Committee of the Whole on | 
the state of the Union the resolution in relation to | 
the American meridian. This being private bill | 


public business day. 

The motion to reconsider was entered upon the 
Journal, and lies over. 

THE SEVENTH CENSUS. 

The question recurring on the motion of Mr, | 
Tuompson, of Pennsylvania, was 
agreed to. J : 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Com- | 


taken, and |! 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, |: 


The CHAIRMAN stated the pending question 
to be on the motion heretofore made, to strike out 


The question was taken, and having been decided - 
in the affirmative, the proviso was stricken out. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, moved to amend 
the said section, by striking out all after the eigh- 
teenth line, as follows: i 

“& And provided further, That if the marshal of any dis- 


: triet shall personally perform the duties assigned by ihis 
istants, he shall receive therefor the compensation ;: 


act t^ assi 

allowed to assistants for like services.” F 
_The proviso, Mr. S. explained, was incon- 

sistent with a former section, in which the words, 


i: “may perform the duty,” had been stricken out, 


and it had been made imperative on the marshals |: 


‘ to appoint assistants in all cases. By the proviso, ! 


which he proposed to strike out, the marshal was 
permitted to perform services which another sec- 
jon declared should be performed by an assistant. : 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, said that |: 
he had prepared an amendment which would ob- ‘: 


from Kentucky, [Mr. Stranron.] i 
Mr. STANTON said he would then waive his 
amendment for the purpose of enabling the gen- : 
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Tuompson]-to ` 
offer his. : 
Mr. THOMPSON then moved to amend the ` 


said the bill pro- 
[ y Id receive compen- | 
sation as a superintendent for taking the census. 
If the proviso stood as it was, 


the marshal would ` 
recei 


ve the two pays—first as superintendent, and f 


same time—first as marshal, and then as assistant 
marshal. 

Mr. HOUSTON said, that if he understood the 
amendment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
[Mr. Tuompson,} it provided that when a marshal 
performed the duties of an assistant in any subdi- 
vision, he should receive the compensation of an 
assistant in that subdivision. Would it be proper 
that, in such a case, the marshal should receive no 
compensation? If he performed the general duties 
of marshal, and, in addition to these, performed 
the duties of assistant marshal in a subdivision, 
surely he should receive compensation. 

Mr. STANTON said, it would be giving double 
pay. While the marshal was attending to the 
duties of an assistant, surely he would not be dis- 
charging those of a marshal. 

Mr. HOUSTON said, he would be performing 
his duties as a general superintendent of the other 


| subdivisions in his district. 


Mr.STANTON. Yes; but not as to that par- 
ticular subdivision. 

Mr. MARSHALL called for the reading of the 
amendment; which was read. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment was rejected. 


Mr. NELSON moved to amend the section by 


: : | striking out the following words: 
day, the motion to reconsider, he presumed, would | 8 8 
not come up, but would lie over until the next |! 
|] thed to receive as a compensation for all his services in ex- 

; eeuting this act, after the rate of one dolar for each thousan@ 


“That whenever the population returned in any districs 
shall exceed one milion, the marshal thereof shall be enti- 


persons; butif the number returned shall be less than a mil- 


! Hon in any district, the marslal thereof shal} be ajlowed for 


his services at the rate of one dollar and twenty-five cents 
for each thousand persons? 


And to insert the following: 
“The several marshals shall receive for all services in 
xecuting this act, at the rate of $1 25 for each one thousand 
persons, in their respective districts, to the number of one 
million, if so many in the district; and if the number of 
persons of any one district shall exceed one million, then 
the compensation for the excess over one million in such 
district shall be at the rate of $1 for every thousand per- 


| sons.” 


Mr. NELSON, in explanation of his amend- 


i; ment, said that he supposed the amendment only 
' arrived at what he believed to have been the inten- 


tion of the framer of this section of the bill when 
it was drawn; because he could not suppose that 
the committee which reported the bill intended to 
give to the marshals who had less than a million 


| of inhabitants in their districts, a larger amount of 


compensation than to those marshals who had a 
greater number than a million. In other words, 


i to allow a greater amount of compensation to those 


“| million in any district. 


who do less service, than would be allowed to those 
who do more. 

The committee will perceive, by looking at this 
ninth section, as reported by the Committce on 
the Judiciary, that a marshal, whose district con- 
tains nine hundred and ninety thousand inhabit. 
ants, would be entitled to receive for his services 
$1,238, whereas, if his district contained one mil- 
lion and one, he would be entitled to receive only 
$1,000; or if his district should happen to contain 
nine hundred and ninety-nine thousand nine hun- 
dred and ninety-nine, he would be entitled to re- 
ceive within a very small fraction $1,250, yet the 
marshal of an adjoining district, which might 
happen to contain one million and one inhabitants, 
would be entitled to receive for his servicea, only 


: the sum of $1,000. ` This was manifestly unequal 
; and unjust, to say the least of it, 


The amendment he offered proposed to give at 
the rate of $1 25 for every thousand inhabitants, 


; to the amount of one million, and at the rate of §1 


a thousand for any excess of inhabitants over one 
This amendment gradu- 
ates the amount of compensation to the marshals 
according to the amount of services rendered, 
whether the district should happen to contain 
more or less than a miliion of inhabitants, The 
amendment seemed to him so manifestly just and 
proper, that he would not doubt but that the com- 
mittee would adopt it. 

The question was taken, and the affirmative vote 


: stood 52. 


Tellers were asked, and Messrs. Sranrtoy, of 


' Kentucky, and Gouin, of New York, were ap- 
|; pointed, 


And the vote, being again taken, stood, ayes 57, 


: noes 79. 


So the amendment was rejected. 
Nofurther amendment was offered to the section. 
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The tenth section was then read as follows: 

Or ASSISTANTS, THEIR DUTIES, LIABILITIES, AND COMPEN- 
SATION. By 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That no assistant shall 
be decmed qualified to enter upon his duties until he has re- 
ceived fromthe marshal, ander his hand, such a commission 
as js provided for in this «ct, and shall take and subscribe 
the following oath, which shall be thereon endorsed, to wit: 

«y —_ > an assistant to the marshal of the district of 
——, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will make a true 
and exact enumeration of all the inhabitants within the dis- 
trict assigned to me, and will also faithfully cotleet the other 
statistics therein, in the manner provided for in the act for 
taking the seventh census, and in conformity with alllawful 
instructions which I may receive, and wilt make due and 
correct returns thereof as required in said act.” 

(Signed.) 


Which said oath may be administered by any judge of a | 
court of record, or any justice of the peace empowered to || 


adininister oaths, and acopy thereof duly authenticated shail 
be filed with the marshal by such assistant, before he pro- 
ceeds to the business of the appointment. 


: ves w 
The Committee on the Judiciary proposed to į 
strike out, in the nineteenth line, the words “ filed j: 


with,” and insert ‘* forwarded to.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. PUTNAM proposed to amend the section, 
in the first line, by adding after the word “ that,” 
the words ‘‘ deputy marshal or” (assistant.) 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, supposed, | 


he said, that there would be no objection to the 
amendment. 

Mr. PUTNAM said, he proposed the amend- 
ment for the purpose more particularly of giving 
him an opportunity of saying a few words in an- 
swer to the honorable member having charge of 
the bill, [Mr. Tompson, of Pennsylvania,] who 
opposed the amendment he offered yesterday, re- 
quiring the deputy marshal to take an oath of 
office, the same oath the marshal was required to 
take before he should enter upon the duties of his 
appointment. He (Mr. P.) said there was no 
provision in the bill which required such oath, 
and that his amendment offered yesterday sup- 
plied the omission. 7 

Mr. THOMPSON here remarked, he would 
consent to the amendment now offered by the 
gentleman from New York. 

Mr. PUTNAM said, that by the eighth section 
the deputy marshal’s duties are specified; he is 


clothed with all the powers, and is to perforrn all ; 
the duties, and is subject to the same penalties, as | 


the marshal. So that he is in fact the marshal, to 


perform his duties when he is unable, on account | 


of sickness or other disability, to attend to them 


personally. By the eleventh section the duties of | 
the assistant are fully described. He is to perform 
the service required of him by a personal visit to | 


-each dwelling-house, and to each family in the 
subdivision assigned to him. He is also to visit 


the farms, mills, shops, mines, and other places | 


where statistical information may be acquired. 
These are not the duties of the deputy marshal 


Again: he said, the deputy’s appointment and | 


duties as to territory are limited only by the 
boundaries of the judicial district of the marshal, 


whilst those of the assistant are confined to a small | 


subdivision, embracing only about twenty thou- 
sand inhabitants. The oath prescribed for the as- 
sistant is adapted to his particular duties; whilst 
that of the marshal is a different oath, and is fitly 
adapted to his duties. Thatof the assistant has 
this clause: ‘I will make a true and exact enu- 
meration of all the inhabitants within the district 
assigned to me.’ Now, the marshal takes no 
such oath; and it would be as inappropriate for 


the deputy marshal, who occupies when appointed i 
the post of the marshal for the entire district. | 
How would it look, in the estimation of any one i: 


not very conversant with the construction of Jaws, 
for the marshal to take the oath to make “ a true 
and exact enumeration of the inhabitants,” a ser- 
vice not belonging to him, but specially assigned 
to the assistants ? 


Now, sir, the same reason that demands an oath | 
from the marshal, with equal force applies to his : 


deputy. Among his duties is that of examining 


all the returns of the assistants, and making cor- | 
The honorable member from | 


rections of errors. 
Pennsylvania says he will now consent to the 
amendment; but he will see, by reference to the 
duties of the assistant and his oath, the amend- 
ment now offered is wholly incompatible with this 
section, and that it was offered for an opportunity 
of making some further explanation in favor of his 
amendment yesterday, and of saying, not what 
the honorable member did of him yesterday, that 


he (Mr. P.) “ could not have thoroughly exam- 
ined the bill;’’ but to say that, though the gentle- 


did not, in this particular, wnderstand it, else he 
would not have objected to the proposed amend- 
ment. 

Mr. PUTNAM then withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. BOWIE moved a verbal amendment insert- 
ing in the fifth and tenth lines, after the word 
“oath,” the word “ affirmation.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsyl- 
vania, the section was amended by striking outin 
the fifth line the words ‘* on the spot.” 

Mr. ALBERTSON moved to amend so. as to 
make the fourth and fifth lines read ‘by a personal 
| visit to each dwelling-house and head of a family,” 
i &e. Rejected. 

4 Mr. MARSHALL moved to amend by striking 
out in the eighth line the words “the name of each 
i Rejected. 

| Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, moved to strike 
| out in the ninth line the words ‘the age and place 
| of birth of each.” Rejected. 

| Mr. STANTON moved to strike out the words, 
| “and place of birth of each.’? Rejected. 
d 


: member thereof.” 


Mr. STANTON moved to strike out the words, 
' “the age and.” Rejected. 

The twelfth section being under consideration 
‘in the following words: 
| Sxec.- 12. Andhe it further enacted, That each assistant 
| Shall make three fair aud complete copies of all the memo 
| randa thus obtained in his district, numbering each page 
| and subseribing his name thereon; all which he shall at the 
{ earliest possible day before the first day of October next, 
| transmit to the marshal, having first certified thereon under 
| his hand, and made oath to the same before a magistrate 
| competent to administer oaths, that he has, according to the 
best of his skill and judgment, executed his duties in con- 
| formity with the provisions of this act, and has made in the 
ables a faithful and trae record of his doings hom day to day, 
(having dated each day’s work,) and employed his best ex- 
ertions to obtain We truth in the manner required by personal 
visits and inquiries at the places where the families live, and 
where the business, an account of which is given, is done. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, by instruc- 
ion from the Judiciary Committee, moved to 
strike out all after the word ‘that’? in the first 
ine, and insert in lieu thereof the following: 

“ Each assistant marshal shal], within one mouth after the 
ime specified forthe completion of the enumeration, furnish 
the original census returns to the clerk of the county court 
ii of their respective ecunties, aud two copies, duly compared 
and corrected, to the marshal of the district. He shall 
| affix his signitture to each page of the schedules before he 
!; returns them to his marshal, and on the last page thereof, 
|| shall state the whole number of pages in each return, and 
|i certify that they were well and truly made according to the 
{| tenar of his oath of office.” 


The question being taken, the amendment was 
agreed to. 

No other amendment being proposed to this 
section, 

Section thirteen was taken un, as follows: 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That each assist- 
ant shall be allowed as compen-ation for his services 
after the rate of iwo cents for each person enumerated, and 
ten cents a mile for necessary travel, to be ascertained by 
multiplying the square root of the number of dwelling 
houses in the division by the square root of the number of 
square milesin each divi-ion, and the produet shall be taken 
as the number of miles traveled for all purposes in taking 
this census. 


| “For every hundred inhabitants enumerated and de- 
| seribed, each assistant shall receive, in alt incorporated vil- 
i lages, towns, and cities, containing more than five thousand 
j: inhabitants, one dollar and twenty-five cents; in all subdi- 
|: visions, not included in sneh villages, towns, or cities, con- 
i 

| 


: taining, on an average, more than seventy-five inhabitants 

to the square mile, one dollar and seventy-five cents for each 
hundred ; in subdivisions containing less than seventy-five 
and more than fifty inhabitants to the square mile, two dol- 
' Jars and twenty-five cents for each hundred ; in subdivisions 
li containing less than fitty and more than twenty-five inhab- 
| itants to the square mile, two dollars and fifty cents for each 
hundred; in subdivisions con:aining less than twenty-five 
and more than ten inhabitauts to the square nile, three dol- 
lars and fifty cents fur each hundred; in subdivisions con- 
taining Jess'than ten and more than five inhabitants to the 
square mile, four dollars and fifty cents for each hundred: 
and in subdivisions containing Jess than five inhabitants to 
the square mile, such compensation as the Secretary of the 
:; Interior shall allow. For the two copies of the enumeration 
i, Of the inhabitants and of the statisties, eight cents for each 
| complete page of each copy of the schedule.?? 


| The question being taken, the amendment was 
| agreed to. 


No further amendments being offered, the com- 
mittee proceeded to the next section. 
Sections fourteen and fifteen were passed with- 


man might have examined it thoroughly, yet he | 


out objection, (no amendment being. offered,) in 
the following form: 


Sec. 14. And he it further enacted, That in addition to the 
compensation allowed for the enumeratibn of the inhabit- 
ants, there shall be paid for each farm fally returned, ten 
cents; for each establishment of productive industry fully 
taken and returned fifteen cents; for the social statistics, 
two per cent. upon the amount allowed ‘or the enumeration 
of population, and for each name of a deceased person re- 
turned, two cents: Provided, however, That in making re- 
turns of farms and establishments of productive industry, 
the instructions given by the Secretary of the Interior must 
be strictly observed, and no allowance shall be made for 
any return not authorized by such instructions, or for any 
returns not limited.to the year next preceding the first of 
June next. 

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That any assistant 
: Who, having accepted the appointment, shall, without justi- 

fiable canse, neglect or refuse to perform the duties enjoined 
on him by this act, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and 
upon conviction be liable to a forteiture of five hundred 
; dollars; or if he shalt willfully make a false oath, it shall be 
deemed purjury 5 or ifhe shall willfully make a false certif- 
cate, it shall be deemed a misdemeanor, and if convicted or 
found guilty of either of the last named offenees, hg shall 
forfeit and pay not exceeding five thousand dollars, and be 
imprisoned not less than two years. And each marshal 
shall be alike punishable for the two last named offeuces 

when committed by him. 


Section sixteen being under consideration, as 
| follows: 

Suc. i6. And he it further enacted, That each and every 
free person more than tweuty years of age, belonging to auy 


| 

i 

f family residing in any subdivision, and in case of the nb- 
| sence of the heads and other members of any such family, 
| 


i 
i 
| 
| 
| 


then any agent of such family, shall be, and cach of them 
hereby is, required, if thereto requested by the marshal or 
his assistant, to render a true account to the best of his or 
her knowledge of every person belonging to such family, in 
the various particulars required in and by this act, and the 
tables thereto subjoined, on pain of forfeiting thirty dollars, 
to be sued for and recovered in an action of debt by the 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, under in- 
structions from the Commiitee on the Judiciary, 
moved an amendment, to add at the end of the 
section, the words, 

& Oae half to the use of the United States, and the other 
to his own use.” . 

Mr. BOWIE moved to amend the amendment, 
i so as to make it read “to the use of the United 
| States.” 

; Mr. B. said: The amendment of the Com- 
| 


mittee on the Judiciary to the bill from the Senate, 
; gives one-half of the penalty (imposed on persons 
| refusing to answer) to the United States, the other 
| half to the assistant marshal. I propose to strike 
out all those parts of the amendment which assign 
any portion of the penalty to the officer or in- 
former. The committee are aware the questions 
to be propounded are very numerous, and not alto- 
gether unexceptionable. The persons necessary 
ii to execute the provisions of this act, may, perhaps, 
without exaggeration, be estimated at five thou- 
sand. This large body are, by the amendment, 
made interested in a rigorous prosecution of the 
law. A premium is offered for prosecution, and 
persecution; pretexts will not be wanting when 
such inducements are held out. By the former 
acts relating to the census, the penalty was $20. 
This enlarges it to $30. If it is necessary to en- 
force the execution of the law by penalties, let 
| them be confined to the infraction of the constitu- 
i tional obligation, to answer as to the enumeration 
| of persons only, and make them inure to the bene- 
| fit of the Government. The amendment of the 
| committee introduces into our legislation those 
| {qué tam”? actions which have been so odious and 
| oppressive in Great Britain, which offer to cupid- 
| ity every temptation to- purjury, and render com- 
; petent the witness, who is most interested in the 
‘conviction. Itis better that obedience to our laws 
| should be based in the affections, rather than the 
| 

| 

i 

H 

l 

| 

| 

| 

| 


fears of the people. 

He withdrew the amendment at the request of 
Mr. THompson, of Pennsylvania, to enable that 
gentleman to make an explanation, 

Mr. THOMPSON renewed the amendment- of 
the gentleman from Maryland. Ie said he 
| wished to call the attention of his friend from 
| South Carolina, [Mr. Woopwarp,} and his friend 
from Maryland, [Mr. McLawe,] and every other 
gentleman, to the- fact, that the section did not 
propose any inquiry which had not regard to the 
ciltizens—to the persons. He read a part of the 
section in confirmation of this fact—and said the 
same words, or very nearly the same words, had 
been included in the last census act. 

Mr. McLANE, (interposing.) Do [ under- 
stand the gentleman from Pennsylvania to state 
that these penalties provided in the 16th section 


$ 
i 
i 
| 
i 
i 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


not apply to those tables in which inquiries are 
a in PT rence to health, disease, &c.? 

Mr; THOMPSON. No: they do not. 

Mr. McLANE. Most assuredly the penalties 
provided in the 16th section apply to the. questions 
in all the schedules. 

The question being on the amendment originally 
made by Mr. Bowie, was taken, and decided in the 
affirmative. 

So- the amendment was agreed to. 

The question recurring on the amendment as 

“amended, reported by Mr. THompson from the 
Committee on the Judiciary, ` 

Mr. McDONALD moved to amend the amend- 
ment-by striking out the words, t for the use of the 
United States,” and inserting “ for the use of the: 
common schools in the district where the delin- 
quent lives.”” 4-8 

Mr. VINTON said there was so much noise in 
the Hall that nothing could be heard in that 
quarter. He asked that the amendment of the 
Committee on the Judiciary and the amendment 
pending be reported. 

The CHAIRMAN called the committee to 
order, and again stated the amendments. 

‘The question was then taken upon the amendment 
of Mr. McDonaxn, and decided in the negative. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The question recurring on the amendment of the 
Committee on the Judiciary— 

Mr. CHANDLER moved to amend the section 
in the eleventh line, after the word ‘ dollars,’’ by 
inserting the words “ for refusing to answer inter- 
rogatories contained in the schedules one and two 
appended to this act.” 

Mr. C., in explanation of the amendment 
said that its adoption would remove an objec- 
tion which had been raised on both sides of the 
House, although he had himself no constitutional 
scruples as to the power to call for the informa- 

tion contemplated by the other schedules, and 
would not be willing to give up the principle; yet 
he would not impose a penalty for not doing that 
which he believed the citizens generally would be 
willing to do. As to the power and right of Con- 
gress to take an enumeration of the inhabitants, 
there was no difference of opinion. To the sche- 
dules directed to that object, the penalty was prop- 

„erly applied. And though he had no doubt of the 
propriety of taking the other information sought 
for, yet he would not enforce the interrogatories 
by penalties. 

Mr. WOODWARD moved to amend by stri- 
king out “ No. 1.” 

The CHAIRMAN said the motion was not in 
order. 

Mr. WOODWARD gave notice of an amend- 
ment, which he said he would hereafter offer if 
the amendment of the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia [Mr. CHANDLER] should prevail. 

Mr. CROWELL moved a pro forma amend- 
ment, for the purpose, he said, of saying a few 
words on the amendment of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Cuanpier.] He (Mr. C.) 
hoped that the amendment would not prevail. 
He trusted that the committee would not consent 
to make any such discriminations as were con- 
templated by it. If our laws were worthy of being 
enforced at all, let the penalty for non-observance 
of them be eqifal, and apply alike to all violators 
of them. Let the amendment of the gentleman 


from Pennsylvania be adopted, and it would ren- | 


der the bill utterly impotent and worthless for the 
accomplishment of the object for which it was 
designed. To his (Mr. C.’s) mind, it was per- 
fectly idle to talk about constitutional objections 
to obtaining the information sought by those 
tables, as to which it was proposed that an ex- 
emption from the operation of this penalty should 
be made. The constitutional right of Congress 
was as clear, and full, and perfect, in his judg- 
ment, to obtain the information sought for by all 
the tables, as it was to obtain that which was em- 
braced in schedules one and two. It was wrong, 
therefore, to make the distinction, and he was 
surprised that the honorable member from Penn- 
sylvania shonld have submitted-such a motion. 
Mr. ASHE rose toa question of order. He sub- 
mitted that the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Crow- 
ELL] was not speaking to the amendment, which 
he himself had offered, but was commenting upon 
that proposed by the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia, [Mr. Cuanpier.} This, Mr. A. submitted 


was not in order. f 


The CHAIRMAN wasof opinion, he said, that 
the remarks of the gentleman were relevant and in 
order. 

Mr. CROWELL could not refrain, he pro- 
ceeded to say, from expressing the surprise which 
he felt that the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
CHANDLER] should appear to magnify into an im- 
portance which did not really attach to them, the 
constitutional objections which had been raised, 
and which had been triumphantly answered and 
| overwhelmed in the debate to which this bill had 
given rise. It would be invidious to make such 
discriminations 

The hammer fell. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Cuanpurr, and the vote was announced. 

Tellers were called for and ordered,and Messrs. 
Fuxier, of Maine, and Gouin, of New York, 
| were appointed. ; 

And the question being again taken, the vote 
stood—ayes 57, noes 58. 

No quorum voting. 

A call of the roll was demanded. 

Several other members voted, and a quorum had 
then voted. 

The precise vote was not heard, but the amend- 
ment was declared to have been rejected. 

Mr. WOODWARD moved to amend the sec- 
tion, by striking out the following words: 

‘© To the best of his or her knowledge of every person 
belonging to such family, in the various particulars required 
in and by this act and the tables thereto subjoined,” &e. 

And by inserting the following words: 

s Of the number of persons belonging to his family, dis- 
tinguishing between free persons and slaves or persons held 
to service.” 

Mr. W. said, it was a great mistake to suppose 
that he was averse to letting the wealth of the coun- 
try be fully inquired into, especially that of the 


j 


had entertained views and wishes the very opposite 
of this. This was so well known, that, at an early 
period of the session, a distinguished friend had sug- 
gested to him (Mr. W.) the propriety of his being 
placed at the head of a special committee to which 
many desired to have the census bill referred. I 
(said Mr. W.) consented at once to become a 
member of such committee; and. this being made 
known to a distinguished statistician of this city, 
he sought my acquaintance, and we appointed an 
evening for meeting at my lodgings, with a view to 
construct the most ample tables of every descrip- 
tion. My solicitude was that the tables should 
be complete in every respect. Sickness prevent- 
| ed him from meeting me. In the mean time I 
looked into the Constitution, to see how far Con- 
gress might go, intending to carry its powers to 
their full extent. But the result of the investiga- 
tion was a specdy conviction that there existed no 
power except to enumerate inhabitants. 
Mr. W. said he was perfectly willing that the 
censor might ask any question of the people, in a 


be satisfactory to the country, and which the peo 


| thority, to demand, and, by legal penalties, extort, 
| answers to any questions this Government might 
choose to put. 

The honorable chairman of the Judiciary Com- 


ing that I gave a vote, last session, inconsistent 
with my present views. 


tion. 
by ten votes, or two votes, or possibly, no vote 


$ 


ayes have It,” 
question. The course of the Government had 
misled me. 
there be any, go for just what they are worth. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was rejected, : 

Mr. DUER moved to amend the section in the 
| tenth line, after the word * subjoined,” by adding 
| the words, “ except tables five and six.” F 
Mr. DUER, in explanation, Said that the in- 


as, in his opinion, Congress had nat oniy a clear 
right to require, but such as might be highly use- 
fal. But he thought that the information sought 
in tables five and six had bat a very distant refer- 


{ 


South, which had hitherto remained unknown. He | 


proper way, and collect any information that might | 


| ple might choose to impart; but he objected stren- | 
| uously to sending out an officer, armed with au- | 


mittee (continued Mr. W.) may be correct in say- : 
The bill of last session, i 
relative to a Census Board, attracted little atten- : 
{t passed, probably, like many other bills, ; 
at all, except the Speaker’s announcement, ** The : 


My attention was never before drawn to this : 


But let the precedents against me, if | 


formation sought in the four first schedules was such | 


ence to any legislative duties which Congress ., 


| he did not think it proper to enforce an answer to 
: them by penalties. 
Mr. CROWELL (on a pro forma amendment) 


i; said he could discern nothing under Heaven in the 


i amendment of the gentleman from New York, 
{Mr. Durr,] but an attempt to pay homage to the 
constitutional objections which had been made to 
the passing this bill. 

Now, if there was no constitutional power to 
pass the bill, let them say so, and vote it down; if 
there was constitutional power, let the penalty 
stand to enforce it—for if the bill was constitu- 
tional they had the power to enforce it. He was 
not willing, by his vote, to place upon the statute 
book an act of Congress that he confessed’ was not 
| eonstitutional—that he was not willing to enforce 
by suit%le penalties; and that was the object, the 
i sole object, of this amendment. If they had the 
constitutional right to pass the bill, Jet them say 
| so, and enforce it after it was passed; if they had 
i| not the constitutional right, let them vote it down. 
|| For his own part, he believed that the information 
| sought to be obtained was legitimate. He believed 
in the constitutional power of Congress to collect 
| it; and he was not willing to discriminate by ap- 


i 
| 
i 


i 
| plying a penalty to one part of the bill, while they 
shrank from applying it to the whole of it, and be- 
cause by so doing they said one part was constitu- 
tional and the other part was not constitutional. 

The question recurring on the amendment of 
Mr. Durr, wastaken and decided in the negative— 
ayes 58, noes 69. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. SWEETSER said, if it was in order he 
would move to except schedule five from the pen- 
| alty proposed by this section. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that it would be in 
order. 

Mr. SWEETSER made that motion. 
| He said he intended to give the bill substantially 
| his support, but—— 

Mr. HOUSTON rose to a question of order. He 
i! did not wish to interrupt the gentleman from Ohio 
ji in his remarks, but it occurred to him that the pro- 
|; visions of the 16th section did not apply to this 
i (5th) schedule. If it should appear thatit did not 
! apply, of course the motion which the gentleman 
| made was immaterial anda mere nullity. He 
| thought if the gentleman would glance at the sec- 
i tion he would find that it did not apply to the in- 
|| quiries proposed by the 5th schedule. 

|| The CHAIRMAN said, that what the gentle- 
i man from Delaware stated might be an argument 
against the amendment, but the Chair could not de- 
termine the construction of the section, or rule the 
amendment ont of order on that ground, 

Mr. SWEETSER said, he understood this sec- 
tion to apply to all the inquiries proposed by the 
bill. He would state briefly his reasons for moving 
|; to strike it out. As he had before said, he in- 
tended to give this bill his support substantially; 
but at the same time he thought there were in 
schedule five, questions which might be denomi- 
{ nated impertinent questions, relating to what were 
i called social statistics; and he would call vpon 
| gentlemen, especially those who represented the 
| New England States, where they had a great 
|: many ladies who were supposed to be over the 
, age of eighteen and under thirty, to defend their 
i fair consutuents from the inquiries which were 
required to be answered under a penalty. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, (interpo- 
sing) said there was not one word in schedule five 
in regard to the ladies. 

Mr. SWEETSER said, if he was wrong he 
was happy to be corrected. He intended to apply 
his remarks to what the gentleman considered the 
social statistics, 
© Mr. THOMPSON said the inquiries as to age, 
> &e., were in schedule six. 

Mr. SWEETSIER. You ray apply my speech, 
Mr. Chairman, where you please, 

The CHAIRMAN, (interposing, 
deman’s time is up, {Laughter.] 

Mr. SWEEVSER said he would now move to 
except from the operation of this section, schedule 
SIX. 

The point was made that that motion was not 
in order after the votes which had been had, 

Mr. SWEETSER said he would move, then, to 
except schedule one. 

He said he hoped the Chairman would not suf- 
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fer his time to be taken up upon questions of 
order. He was about to proceed to state, that 
those gentlemen who represented the New Eng- 
land Siates, it seemed to him, should defend their 
constituents from the impertinent inquiries of that 
schedule. 

Mr. VINTON (interposing) rose, he said, to a 
question. of order. He should be very glad to 
hear his*colleague, but he thought this was a new 
mode of evading the rule, to which he felt bound 
to object. Jt was very apparent that if a gentle- 
man was allowed to move one amendment after 
another, for the purpose of continuing his re- 
marks, it would delay and defeat action. ~ j 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has no hesita- 
tion in saying that itis an abuse of the rule. i 

Mr. SWEETSER. I don’t intend to abuse the 
rule or the old maids either, and | will sit down. 

He accordingly withdrew his amendment and 
resumed his seat. 

Mr. MARSHALL moved an amendment to 
strike out the entire section. 

It was a section (said Mr. M.) only of penal- 
ties;and the pith of the section was the imposition 
of a fine of $30 upon any individual in the country, 
over twenty years of age, who might decline to 
answer all the questions put to him or her by the 
assistant marshals. He had no objection to ta- 
king the social statistics of the country in order to 
meet the views of gentlemen from various sec- 
tions; but he had decided objections to enforcing 
that duty upon the people by the imposition of a 
penalty of $30 upon each person who refused to 
answer the various inquiries which might be pro- 
pounded tothem by the assistant marshals. In 
fact, he doubted very much the right of Congress 
to impose this penalty. If they passed this section, | 
and if it was carried out in the same spirit, we would 
have actions of debt brought to recover this penalty 
in half the cities, towns, and villages of the country. 
The assistant marshal, under this bill, had the 
right to put these questions to any person over 
twenty years of age, in any family; if, therefore, 
upon visiting a house, he found the father absent 
from home, he might put the question to the eldest 
daughter, [a laugh,] and in case she declined to 
answer any one of them, she was to be Jiable to be 
brought up before a court of justice upon an action 
of debt to recover this penalty of $30. So far as 
he was concerned, he wished the committee to 
vote upon the question, whether they would im- 
pose any penalty at all; he therefore moved to 
strike out the entire section. | 

He withdrew the motion at the request of Mr. 
Hovsron, to enable him to make a few remarks. | 

Mr. HOUSTON renewed the motion of Mr. | 
MARSHALL. 

He said he wished to make a few remarks in 
reference to this section, The views which he 
took of the sections he had intimated in the point 
of order which he had raised upon the amend- | 
ment of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. SWEET- 
seR.]| He did not consider that this section em- 
braced all of the schedules; it related only to the 
enumeration of persons, and to the particular facts 
in regard to persons, as age, &c. Now he was 
entirely opposed to any penalty whatever. He 
entirely concurred with the honorable gentleman 


from Kentucky, who, in the first instance, had 
moved to strike out this section. He (Mr. H.) 
did not believe any penalty would be necessary; 
and furthermore, he believed if any person should 
be found contumacious, unwilling to answer these 
interrogatories, that no penalty of $30 would con- | 
strain them to answer. . Ile-had no idea that there 
would be a single prosecution under this bill for 
refusal to answer the questions. 

But there were matters of inquiry which were 
certainly improper. Allusion had been made to |: 
the fact that some persons—a certain class of the , 
female sex—might have a delicacy in respect to | 
answering inquiries as to their age. They knew || 
that that class would be less likely to answer, if | 
thev found that the Congress of the United States |: 
had, in anticipation of their refusal to answer, |! 
provided for the imposition of a penalty of $30 | 
upon them. They knew enough of the spirit by | 
which they were often governed to know that they |: 
would laugh to scorn this penalty. 

Inquiries were also to be made of each family | 
as to the number of deaths within the family, the | 
cause, &e. He intended no indelicate allusions, | 
but it was known that there were some individuals | 
in the United States who terminated their earthly j; 


i the thousands who have been 


: ble among miners. 


: death and despair. 


career under circumstances which their friends did 
not wish to be known; or, if known, which they 
would feel a strong repugnance to being called upon 
by the agent of the Government to state, to be 
published to the country. A case had recently 
occurred which had enlisted a deep interest through- 
out the whole country. Suppose the individual 
who had been convicted of a hfgh crime were to 
suffer the penalty of the law; must the weeping 
wife and children have their feelings tortured by 
inquiry from the federal officer as to the cause of 
the death of their husband and father, and be re- 
quired, under penalty, to enter upon the public 
record the ignominious punishment? ft would be 
the duty of the assistant marshal to ask the ques- 
tion, and if it were not answered, to prosecute the 
person for the penalty. 


He repeated that he believed the penalty of | 


thirty dollars to be wholly unnecessary—unneces- 
sary even to procure an enumeration of the inhab- 
itants of the United States.. But he did not believe 
that any persons would refuse to respond to these 
inquiries; and if they did refuse, no such threat- 
ened penalty would compel them to a compliance 
with the requirements of the law in this respect. 

The quegjon being on the amendment of Mr. 
Marsnatr, to strike out the section— 

Mr. KERR moved to amend the section by in- 
serting in the second line, after the word “twenty,” 
the word ‘*five.” 

Mr. K. said, in moving to amend this section, 
his object was simply to state his impressions 
in reference to these social statistics, to which so 
much objection from various quarters has been 
made. These tables, it was alleged, had arisen 
from a morbid desire of scrutinizing into details 
unworthy of a judicious legislation, Such an idea 
was unjust, he thought, to the various committees 
through which this census bill had passed in re- 
view; it was unjust to the enlightened age in which 
we live. They donot go beyond what was strictly 
proper, and he was ready to declare, that he re- 
garded them important in the highest degree, and 
having most beneficent purposes, as their end and 
aim. 

Let this information, he said, be obtained; let 
this bill be carried out in its integrity; let the 


sources óf disease be accurately spread before the |; 
people, and in less than ten years such benefits | 


will have been realized, that the inquiries under 
the next census will be carried much further than 
seems now to be consistent with asolemn sense of 
duty to our constituents. 

Just previously to 1820, agricultural statistics 
began to attract the attention they deserved from 
the scientific men of the day, and hence it was that 
our legislation sought to keep pace with the age. 
The census bill for the then coming decade natu- 
rally caught the spirit that was rife over the world, 
and agricultural tables were needed and given. In 


progress of time, science applied itself to the eluci- | 


dation of other subjects, and bills of mortality were 
made subsidiary to high and noble purposes. 
Commerce, with its insurance principles, gave the 
hint to benevolence, and much good was effected 
in averting calamities -from the existence of dis- 
ease. Members seem to have lost sight of all that 
the last quarter of acentury had brought outin view 
of prolonging human life. There had been a vast 


amount of investigation to ascertain and to correct | 


existing evils. Deeply sensible of these results 
must a large portion of the people have become, 


who were doomed to trades and professions hos- , 


Who will pretend to number 
indebted to Sir 
Humphrey Davy for their rescue from immediate 


tile to human life. 


death, before his simple invention, almost inevita- |! 
The wire gause protection in | 


the manufacture of delicate steel articles has se- 


: cured health and longevity, where all before was | 
These artisans and mechanics | 


were ferced into employments with death staring 


them in the face; they were literally led to the | 


slaughter, and in this only means of livelihood, 
they were constantly hearing a death knell. Will 
gentlemen be insensible to the fact, that from the 
simple statistics given out by scientific men from 
time to time, so many have now support and com- 
fort for themselves and families. Only one or two 
instances need be stated, and thus we may learn 


i the good results of all such statistical matters, that 


have drawn down so much contempt and vitupera- 
tion. The intelligence of the House need not be 
insulted by a reference to the labors of a surgeon 


in our army. Beaumont, in his experiments and 
observations, has done much for the cause of the 
general health. 

He now withdrew his motion, : 

Mr. MARSHALL again withdrew his amend- 
ment at the request of i : 

Mr. CARTTER, who renewed it, he said, without 

any serious purpose of having the section stricken 
out, but for the simple purpose of expressing this 
conviction, that in belaboring this bill, gentlemen 
| had begun at the wrong end of it. Gentlemen 
proposed to distinguish between the penalties to 
be imposed upon the failure to answer the differ- 
ent inquiries. Now there were some features in 
the schedules which he would vote to strike out 
entirely. But it appeared to him to be the part of 
wisdom to appropriate uniform penalities to the 
failure to answer these different interrogatories, 
and that the operation of a distinction between that 
class of information which was to be obtained 
under the sanction of a penality and that wfich 
was to be obtained without a penalty would be 
to render all that portionof the information which 
they got without it unreliable. It would be redu- 
cing the information to be derived under the bill 
to the precise condition that had been prophe- 
sied by some of the enemies of the measure, who 
had declared that the information obtained under it 
would not be reliable. There were some gentle- 
men on this floor who said that the bill could not’be 
executed, that it could not be submitted to: there 
were others who said it was not within the ca- 
pacity of the marshals to perform their duties, or 
within the capacity of the citizens to reply to the 
interrogatories. Now, if this were true it appeared 
to him that the attack should be made upon the 
schedules themselves, and not by an attempt to dis- 
tinguish between the penalities’ This being his 
view of the case, he should vote to maintain the 
bill entire. 

He would make a single remark to the impos- 
sibility, the impropriety of requiring the seques- 
tions to be put. The gentleman from Delaware 
had alluded to a case which had excited great 
attention,and was now the cause of agony through- 
‘ out the United States. The inquiries did not refer 

to this class of cases; they referred to natural 
death, not to judicial murder. It proposed to com- 
mit the duty of administering the law to American 
| freemen, who would act under the responsibility 
of their oath, and not with the view of harrowing 
| up the feelings of parties who were distressed. But 
| he could say to the gentleman, however, that the 
| bill ought to provide some method or other of as- 
i certaining the criminal statistics of the country; 


and in all instances of the character referred to 


| jection to the collection of the criminal statistics of 
i the country, but they ought to be collected from 

| the criminal records, and not, as this bill proposed, 
| from the crushed and broken-hearted families. 

| Mr. CARTTER, in conclusion, repeated his 

| conviction that the sanction should be uniform. 

|| The moment they made a distinction between one 
! inquiry and another, that moment they destroyed 
| the value of the information which they sought to 
| collect under that branch of inquiry from which 
‘| they removed the penalty,and no reliance could be 
|| placed upon it 
|| The hammer fell. 

| The question was taken on the amendment of 
| Mr. Marswatt, and was decided in the negative. 
|! So the committee refused to strike out the sec- 
1 

| 


| 
| 
| 
i 
j 
i 


tion. 

Mr. HARALSON suggested, that inasmuch as 
| section sixteen referred to ‘* the tables subjoined,”” 
it seemed to him to be legitimate and proper to 
consider those tables now. In order to have the 
question before the committee, he would move to 
strike out tables five and six, (of social statistics.) 
i He submitted that he had a right to do this; that 
| the consideration of the tables in connection with 
the section which referred to them, was not only 
proper, but necessary to enlightened legislation, 

Mr. VINTON inquired of the Chair, whether 
amotion had not been already made, and voted 
down, to strike out this sixteenth section? If so, 
' he submitted that a motion to amend it was not in 
ordir. 


i 
i 
i 
i 

i 
li 


j 
i 
H 
i 
[ 


| The question of order was not insistsd on. 
| The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment of the 


| 
i 
} 
i 
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gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Hanazson] out of | 


order. Riis 
Mr. HARALSON appealed from the decision. 
The committee was now, he said, legislating in 


reference to the schedules, and the questioni before : 
them had direct reference to those schedules; and 


although they were separated by the committee in 
their report, yet there was an inseparable connec- 
tion between the section and the tables—the latter, 
in fact, becorhing-a part of the section itself. Ele 
,- trusted that the decision of the Chair would be 


overruled, that the committee might thus get at | 


the tables, and legislate intelligently. 
Mr. STRONG suggested, that if the idea of the 


gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Harauson] was | 


“correct, the tables were a part of the section; 
inseparably connected with it. The committee 
had already legislated in relation to them. 

The CHAIRMAN said, that the only way by 
which a motion could be entertained to strike out 
the*tables would be, first, to add them as part of 
the section. The motion to strike out, therefore, 
was not in order. 

Mr. HARALSON, although, he said, he be- 
lieved his: position to be correct, withdrew the 
appeal. 

So the appeal was withdrawn. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, inquired of the 
Chair, whether an amendment was now in order? 


The CHAIRMAN said the section was still | 


open to amendment. i 

Mr. McLANE moved to amend the section, by 
striking out the following words: 

In the various particulars required in and by this act, 
and the tables thereto subjoined.” 

Mr. McLANE, in explanation of the amend- 
ment, said that the chairman of the Committee on 


the Judiciary [Mr. Tuomrson] had stated that he | 


did not regard: the penalties as applicable to any 
questions in the schednles, except so far as they 
related to persons. This declaration had been 


made by that gentleman when explaining his own |: 
Now, the bill was manifestly liable to a dif- |! 


bill. 
ferent construction. It might be understood to 
apply to all the schedules; and in order to make 
‘the point entirely clear and right, and that it might 
conform to the construction which the gentleman 
himself had said he intended it should bear, he 
(Mr. McL.) had offered his amendment. The 
amendment would have the effect of confining the 
penalty to the provision which required the heads 
of families to give a true account of persons in 
their families. If it was theintention of the com- 
mittee that such should be the practical operation 
of the bill, why did they not make that intent 
so clear that there could be no misapprehension 
aboutit? He addressed the point to the gentleman 
from Ohio, who would have the penalty attached 
to all the schedules—that such was not the inten- 
tion of the hill or of the committee who had re- 
ported it. Why, then, should they insist upon 


retaining language which was. thus liable to mis- , 


construction ? 

Mr. MeL. withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, renewed 
it pro forma. 

Mr. T. was about to proceed with his remarks, 
when 

Mr. CONGER interposed to a question of order. 
Several amendments, he said, had been offered to 


the section now under consideration, and had been ` 


voted down. A motion had then been made to 
strike out the section, which motion had been re 


jected. He submitted to the Chair, therefore, that | 


no motion to amend was now in order. 


Mr. VINTON, remarking that this was the U 
point of order to which he had called the attention | 


of the Chair a short time since, asked the reading 
of a paragraph from the 170th page of the Manual. 
Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, submitted to the 


Chair, that the point of order was made too late. | 


The amendment had been received and entertained 
by the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN ssid, the Chair desired that 
some definite decision should be made on the point 
of order. 

The paragraph was then read, as follows: 


« When it is proposed to amend by iuserting a paragraph, i 


or part of one, the friends of the paragraph, may make it as 
perfect as they can by amendments, before the question is 
put for inserting it, [fit be received, it cannot be amended 
afterwards, ir the same stage; becanse the House has, ona 
vote, agreed ta itin that form. In like manner if it is pro 
posed to amend by stiking outa paragraph, the friends of 
the paragraph are firs 


| 


| ceive half of the 
il 


l to make it as perfect as they can by | 


! amendments, before.the question is putforstriking itout. If 
į on the question it H 


a vote agreeing to it in that form.” 

The paragraph having been read— 

The CHAIRMAN said that this authority was 
very clear, and very clearly stated. The Chair 
would, therefore, overrule its own decision, and 
‘decide the amendment of the gentleman from 
| Maryland [Mr. McLane] to be out of order, 
! inasmuch as a motion to strike out the section 
had been made and rejected. 


i 
| was taken, and decided in the afirmative, without 
i a division. 

So the decision of the Chair was affirmed. 

And the amendment of Mr. McLane was not 
entertained. 

Mr. WOODWARD suggested to the Chair, 


whether there was notsanother parliamentary rule 


| 


ny time and under any circumstances. He 
hought that the motion made was to make a mere 
erbal amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN said, the Chaiggdid not re- 
gard the amendment as a verbal amendment. 
So the section was passed over. 
The 17th section was then read, as follows: 


n an action of deht, and the prosecutor shall be entitled to 
ne half the penalty. 
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wards: because a vote against striking outis equivalent to |: 


Mr. SWEETSER appealed from the decision. ' 
And the question, ‘Shall the decision of the | 
Chair stand as the judgment of the committee??? | 


y which verbal amendments might be made at į 


.in which he could find anything about an in- 
‘| dictment. 


‘| Some conversation followed, Mr. T. explaining 


: that, under the amendment made by the Com- 
| y 


|! mittee on the Judiciary and agreed to by the Com- 
H mittee of the Whole on the state of thé Union, 
._ that portion to which the gentleman excepted had 
been stricken out; and that the Old Maid who had 
i so much enlisted the gentleman’s sympathies was 
“notin fact in any such danger as the gentleman 
had supposed. 

‘' Mr. SWEETSER. Does the gentleman mean 
ii to say that these penalties are not inserted in the 
|: bill, and will not be enforced ? 


Some technical explanations, scarcely heard, 


Mr. T. then withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. HIBBARD renewed the motion to amend. 
| He thought, he said, that his friend from Ohio 
i (Mr. Sweersee] manifested an undue anxiety in 
_ regard to that very respectable class of persons in 
' New England, whom he denominated ‘old maids.’ 
Mr. H. hada 


ity. Almost all the New England girls were mar- 
i ried long before that time. Those who are not, as 
| soon as they approach that age are transferred to 
! Ohio and other western States, where they com- 
| mand a speedy market, generally obtaining the 
ii very best husbands in the land. 

Mr. H. then withdrew the amendment. 


i 
i 


i tion as amended. 

i Mr. S., in explanation of this amendment, said 

|: tee on the Judiciary [Mr. Tuompsoy] to say that 
the penalty proposed did not apply to all the ques- 

i, Hons in the various schedules. He (Mr. S.)ehad 

| understood that gentleman also to say that the 

point which he (Mr. S.) made a short time since 


i ; 
| hehad referred. He would not discuss that mat- 
i 
| 


: ter now. 


; forced by penalties, and these penalties subjecting 
' the parties to indictment and trial in the courts of 
i the United States? He took thedistinetion which 
| the gentleman from South Carolina {Mr. Woop- 
warp] had taken, that the Constitution authorized 
Congress, in order to fix the ratio of representa- 
tion in this House, to take an enumeration of the 
inhabitants, and that when they had gone so far 
: they had probably done all that was clearly author- 
i ized, though more might not probably be forbid- 


iden. Now, he was willing to compromise and go | 


|: further with othergentlemen. But when they came 
|| to this table including social statistics, he protested 
against the whole. He claimed that no such dis- 
tinction could be taken between one class of ques- 
tions and another. And unless some amendment 
| were made, he should vote against the entire bill 
|| He commented upon the proposition to give haif 
the penalty to the informer, and he cited, as an 
| evidence of its oppressive operations, the case of 
some New England lady, past the age of twenty- 


|i might, under this section 
| up by some pettifogeing 
penalty. 
Mr. S. withdrew the amendment. 


of the bill, be brought 
lawyer who would re- 


Mr. SWEETSER moved to strike out the sec- ` 


i he had understood the chairman of the Commit- | 


| did not apply to the class of individuals to whom ` 


But were all these questions to be en- ' 


five years, who had no father living, and she > 


Mr. McLANE, (at the request of Mr. Tuomp- 
son,) withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. THOMPSON renewed it. He said that 
the amendment, if adopted, would destroy all the 
_value of the section. And he suggested to the 
| gentleman from Maryland [Mr. McLane! so to 

modify it as to say that nothing in this act con- 
tained shall be understood as applying the penal- 
ties to refusals to answer any other questions than 
thase which render an account of persons returned. 
_ Ifthe gentleman would so modify the amendment, 
'. he (Mr. T.) would vote for it. 
Mr. McLANE modified the amendment. 
| Tellers (Mr. Hunrer, of Ohio, and Mr. Hart, 
of Missouri, were appointed.) 
And the question being taken, the vote stood— 
` ayes 50, noes 64. z 
: No quorum voting. 
| Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved that the 
committee rise. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the motion could 
not be entertained in the absence of a quorum vo- 
ting, except by unanimous consent. By unani- 

` mous consent the tellers would take the vote over 
again; there was but one member lacking to make 

a quorum. 

[Voices: “A gentleman is now voting.”*] 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman cannot 
vote now except by unanimous consent. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, asked that 
the tellers report again, 

The CHAIRMAN. The tellers have reported— 
ayes 64, noes 50. 

Mr. KAUFMAN moved that the committee 

rise, 

The CHAIRMAN stated again that the motion 
could not be received, except by unanimous con- 
sent. 

After further conversation-— 

The oeraon being withdrawn— 

The tellers again took the vote and reported — 


i, ayes 5l, noes 7Y—a quoram. 


1850. 
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So the amendment was rejected. 

Pending further action— 

CALIFORNIA. , 

Mr, WILMOT rose and stated that he desire 
to leave the city this evening, to be absent for 
some weeks; that, as was known to the members 
of the committee, he had had the floor for several 
days upon the California question, and that as it 
was now about the usual hour of adjournment, he 
asked the unanimous consent of the committee, in 
order to enable him to be heard upon that question, 
to allow him to move that the committee rise, 
with a view of again going into Committee upon 
the President’s message transmitting the constitu- 
tion of California. 

(Cries of “Agreed. ”] 

Mr. JONES suggested that there was no ne- 
cessity for the committee to rise, but that by unan- 
imous consent the census bill could be laid aside 
and the President’s message be taken up to allow 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania to be heard. 

This suggestion being acquiesced in by the unan- 
imous consent of the committee— 

The census bill was informally laid aside, and 
the California question was again taken up for 
consideration. ` 

Mr. WILMOT, who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the committee during his hour, (in re- 
marks which will be published in the Appendix.) 

Mr. W. having concluded— ` 

Mr. WINTHROP obtained the floor. 

Mr. W. was invited to yield to a motion that 
the committee rise. 

Mr. W. said that before giving way for that 
motion, he desired that the question might be 
understood. He had obtained the floor on the 
special message of the President of the United 
States, relating to the admission of California. 
That subject had been taken up by unanimous 
consent, and he supposed it to be the desire of the 
committee to proceed with the consideration of the 
census bill. 

The CHAIRMAN said, that the committee had 
been engaged on the census bill. That bill by 
unanimous consent had been laid aside, and the 
California message taken up. The census bill 
was now the regular business before the commit- 
tee, and the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Winturop)] would be entitled to the floor, when 
the California message should again come up. 

So the census bill was again taken up. 

_ Mr. RICHARDSON moved that the committee 
rise. 


The motion having prevailed, the committee. 


rose and reported progress. 

On motion, after an ‘inaffectual effort to obtain 
the yeas and nays, it was ordered that when the 
House adjourned it adjourn to meet on Monday 
next. 

And then the House adjourned to Monday at 
twelve o’clock. 


PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the appro- 
priate committees: 


By Mr. HENRY: The petition of Timothy Goodall and 
123 others, electors of Jamaica, Windham county, Vermont, 
praying that slavery and the slave trade may be expressly 
prohibited by act of Congress, in ail the territories of the 
United States. 

Also, the petition of the same persons, praying for the re- 
peal of all taws by which slavery or the slave trade is sanc- 
tioned in the District of Columbia, and that, in the event of 
their non-repeal, the seat of the General Government may 
be removed to a more suitable I-cation. 

Also, the petition of the same citizens, praving that no 
State be hereatter admitted into the Union, unless the con- 
stitution of such State shall expressly prohibit the existence 
of slavery within its limits. 

Also, the petition of the same cifizens, praying that pro- 
vision be made by law, that whenever a person shall be ar- 
rested as a fugitive slave, in any State other than that in 


which he is alleged to be beld to service, he shall not bede- | 
livered-to the clnimant or to his agent, except by the find- l 


ing of a jury that he is the slave of the claimant. 

By Mr. HOWE: The memorial of John S. Pearson and 
34 others, citizens of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, and 
survivi officers and soldiers of the war of 1819, praying 
Congress to make the same Jiberal provision for them and 
the men of that war, that has been made for the men of the 
Revolation aud Mexican war, and not require that the ser- 
vice shall have been six months. 

By Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky: A petition for a 
post-route from Harrison, in Pulaski county, Kentucky, by 
way of Miltonville, near the Casey county line, to Liberty, 
in Casey county. TA 

By Mr. TAYLOR : The petition of MarthaGarrard, Allen 


Christian, Margaret Christian, Jobn Chri-tian, aud Charles | 


M. Hester, the heirs of William Christian, deceased, -who 
wasa captain in the Virginia Continental Line, praying 


g 


i the House to enable him to report the deficienc 


| the Whole on the state of the Union. 


| printed. 


| motion of the gentleman from Llinois, (Mr. RICHARÐSON,] | 


į compensation for the same ; and who, in particular, was the 


what office he then held. 


| from their offices and official duties to make speeches and 
| public addresses against the election of General Taylor. + 


| Casey, Chandicr, Clarke, Clingman, W. R. W. Cobb. 


Congress togrant them the five years’ full pay, which was 
due to. their ancestor, under certain resdtutions of Congress 
therein named. 

By Mr. McLANAHAN: The petition of S. L. Sentman 
and 56 others, citizens of Franklin county, Peunsyivania, 
praying that the duty on foreign iron may be so modified as 
to prevent sudden and enormous imports of a foreign ar- 
ticle. ‘ 

By Mr. EVANS, of Ohio: The petition of citizens of | 
Guernsy county, Ohio, praying for cheap postage. 

By Mi. PHŒNIX: The memorial of the- deputy col- | 
lectors of the district port of New York, for relief. 

By Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky: The petition of | 
Isaac Graham, of Washington county, Kentucky, asking for | 
a pension. | 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. i 

Moxpay, May 6, 1850. i 

The Journal of Friday was read and approved. ! 
DEFICIENCY BILL. 

Mr. BAYLY asked the unanimous consent of 


a t i 1 y, 
bill, and to have it referred to the Committee. of 
s 


state of the Union, and tlie amendments of the 
Senate and the amendments of the Çommittee of 
Ways and Means to the same, ordered to be 


“ BUNDELCUND,” &c. 


Mr. STANLY asked the unanimous consent 
to offer the following resolution, and if objection 
were made, he gave notice that he should move a 
suspension of the rules for its introduction, as fol- 
lows: 

Resolved, That the select committee appointed on the : 


to inquire and report what persons in office, by appoint- | 
é ment of Thomas Ewing, Secretary of the Loterior, are cor- 
‘respondents of newspapers ; their salaries, and what papers j 
‘they edit or write for,” be also instructed to inquire and | 
report to this House, what persons holding office under the | 
Jast Administration, as clerks in any of the publie offices, 
auditors, beads of bureaus, Commissioner of Patents, or 
Assistant Postmaster General, were correspondents of news- ; 
papers, wrote for or edited newspapers; their salaries and 


author of certain party essays signed “ Bundeicund,” and |} 


And also, whether, during the last canvass for the Pres- 
idency, any of the above-named officers absented theinsel ves 


Andsalso, whether the above-named officers or any of |i 
them, during said canvass, were called upon or required to | 
subscribe or pay money for an electioneering fund against | 
General Taylor, and at whose instance this was done, 

The resolution was read for informatio 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, objecte 
reception of the resolution. : 

Mr. STANLY moved to suspend the rules, for 
the purpose of enabling bim to introduce the reso- || 
lution, and on that question he asked for the yeas |; 
and nays. i 

Mr. HALL inquired if this resolation did not 
embrace matter which was not relevant to the 
business before the committee ? 

Mr. STANLY replied in the negative; on the 
contrary, it formed a part of the subject on which 
the committee were engaged. 

The demand for the yeas and nays having been 
carried in the affirmative, the question on the in- | 
troduction of the resolution was decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 109, nays 45; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Ashe, 
Baker, Bocock, Booth, Bowdon, Briggs, Brooks, William | 
J. Brown, Burrows, Chester Butler, T. B. Butter, Joseph |; 
Cable, G. A. Caldwell, J. P. Caidwell, Calvin, Campbell, | 


j 
| 
to the | 
i 
| 


Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Disney, Dunham, Dur- 
kee, Nathan Evans, Featherston, Fowler, Goran, Gott, | 
Gould, Green, Grinnell, Halloway, H aymond, Hebard, 
Henry, Hoagland, Houston, Howard, Howe, Hubbard, 
Homer, Inge, J. W. Jackson, W. T. Jackson, Jones, Julian, | 
Dan. P. King, Geo. G. King, Jas. G. John A. King, i!l 

eston King, Marshali, Mason, Matteson, McDowell, Me- 
Gaughey, Rob. M. McLane, McMullen, Meacham, Moore, 
Morris, Morton, Nelson, Ogle, Olds, Otis, Outlaw, Peasice, 
Pitman, Powell, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Rockwell, Root, 
Rose, Rumsey, Sawtelle, Schoolerali, Seddon, Shepperd, | 
Sprague, Stanly, F. P. Stanton, R. H. Stanton, Thadde 
Stevens, Taylor, Toombs, ‘Puck, Underhill, Venable, Vin- 
ton, Waldo, Watkins, Wentworth, Williams, Wilson, Win- | 
throp, and Woodward—t09. i 

NAYS—Mes Albertson, Bayly, Beale, Bissel, Boyd, ; 
A. G. Brown, el, Burt, Cartier, Cleveland, Edinandsen, ` 
Fuller, Hall, Andrew Johnson, Kaufman, La ère, Leter, | 
Littleficid, Job Mann, McClernand, McDonald, Me Willie, i! 
Millson, Morse, Orr, Parker, Phelps, Potter, Ross, Savage, 
A. H. Stephens, Stetson, Strong, Sweeter, Thomas, Jacob 
‘Thompson, James Thompson, Wm. Thompson, Wallace, 
Witdriek, and Wood—45, 


i 
i 


+ 
i 
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Mr. SACKETT, when his name was called 


| rose to explain that he had paired off with a gen- 


tleman from Ohio, (Mr. MILLER,] and must there- 
fore be excused from voting. 

When the Clerk was about to read over the list 
of votes— 

Mr. RICHARDSON asked that his vote might 
not be counted. He had agreed to pair off with 
Mr. Anperson, of New York, but, under an im- 
pression that that gentleman was in his seat he had 
given his vote. As he did not see the gentleman in 
his seat, he now desired that his vote might not 
be counted. s 

So (two-thirds voting in the afirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolution was re- 
ceived. 

Mr. STANLY. Profiting by the experience of 
two weeks ago when I was cut out of the consider- 
ation of this resolation by a gentleman on the 
other side [Mr. Jones] objecting to it, | move the 
previous question. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, appealed to the gentle- 
man from North Carolina ta withdraw the demand 
for the previous question, to enable him to offer an 
amendment, to make the inquiry extend to the 
Whig clerks in office who contributed to the fund 
for the election of General Taylor. 

No response was heard from Mr. STANLY. 

Mr. BOCOCK called the yeas and nays on the 
adoption of the resolution. 

The resolution was again read for information. 

Mr. GREEN said there was an amendment 
which he would like to have the gentleman from 
North Carolina accept. He thought the gentleman 
would do so when he heard it read. 

Mr.STANLY. The gentleman objected to my 
resolution.. I do not now accept his amendment, 

Mr. MsLANE, of Maryland, inquired if it 
would be in order to move a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the rules had been suspended ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has no recollec- 
tion of such a motion ever having been entertained, 

Mr. McLANE. I make the motion. I be- 
lieve it to be in order. 1 do so because I voted to 
suspend, with the understanding that the amend- 
ments proposed on this side of the House would 


: be received 


The SPEAKER interposed, and stated that no 
debate was in order. 

The question being on the motion to reconsider; 

Mr. CROWELL moved to lay the motion on 


! the table. 


The question was taken, and decided in the af- 
firmative. 

So the House laid on the table the motion to 
reconsider. 

The question recurring on seconding the demand 
for the previous question— 

Mr. OLDS said he wished to offer an amend- 


| ment. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair repeats that no 
amendment is in order at this time, The gentle- 
man from North Carolina can modify his resolu- 


| tion, if he sees proper. 


Mr. OLDS wished his amendment read for in- 
formation. 

Mr. CONGER objected to the reading. 

So the amendment was not read. 

The question being on seconding the demand for 
the previous question— 

Teilers were asked and ordered, and Messrs. 
Duncan and ALBERTSON appointed, 

The question being taken, 

The tellers reported—ayes 80, noes 80—a tie. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair votes in the neg- 
ative, making the vote—ayes GU, noes 8]. Sothe 
demand for the previous question is not seconded, 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, addressed the 
Speaker, and was recognized. : 

Mr. GENTRY rose and said that, having come 
in after the tellers had made their report, he had 


: addressed the Speaker, with the view to vote, be- 
| fore the Speaker announced the vote. 


He did not 
know whether his vote could be received under 


the circumstances. 
. The SPEAKER stated that the gendeman was 
too late to vote. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, (resuming the 
floor.) inquired if the resolution was now before 


| the House? 


The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. BROWN said he had objected to the intro- 
duction of this resolution not because he was op- 
posed to the investigation proposed by it. If the 
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gentleman from North Carolina were really serious 
im asking an investigation of this sort he had but 
to propose his own. select committee, and he ven- 
tured to assert that there were not ten members on 
his (Mr. .B.’s) side of the House bat would vote for 
it. Whatever gentlemen on the other side of the 
House thought proper to ask with reference to the 
past Administration, he (Mr. B.) promised, on be- 
half of his political friends, they should have and 
have to their own hearts’ content. [Cries from the 
Democratic side: “ Agreed, agreed.”]. Here was a 
select committee for the purpose of investigaung 
certain grave charges against the members of the 
present Cabinet. That investigation he thought, 
’ without improperly referring to the proceedings in 
committee, he might say was likely to be a long 
-and.protracted.one. Why, then, undertake to load | 
down that. committee with other, and he thought 
immaterial inquiries? If the gentleman would be 
content to have his resolution referred to the stand- 
ing committee of which he (Mr. S.) was a mem- 
ber—the Committee on Foreign Affairs—he (Mr. 
B.) would make that motion; he thought itexceed- || 
ingly foreign to the objects of the select committee; | 
or if he (Mr. S.) asked for a select committee, he 
could have the vote of every member on this side | 
of the Hall. Buthe (Mr. B.) had no idea of see- 
ing the select committee which had been instituted 
to investizate important inquiries in reference to 
members of the present Cabinet thus crammed with 
immaterial inquiries which would delay their report 
from week to week, and month to month. He did not 
charge that this was the purpose of the gentleman 
from North Carolina, but he did say, that if resolu- 
tions were sent one after another to this committee, 
they would never conclude their investigations, and 
never make their report. He confessed (being a 
member of the select committee) he had some 
personal feelings in objecting to these various refer- 
ences: he did not care to be delayed with these addi- | 
tional investigations. The committee had already | 
as mach business before them as they could get 
through in along time. He trusted that the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina would modify his 
resolution by providing for an independent select 
committee. If the gentleman wanted the whole 
of the subject of letter-writing referred to his com- 
mittee, the present committee would willingly give 
up that part of the subject committed to them. 
Mr. STANLY. I should be glad to know if 
the gentleman from Mississippi has the power of |} 


| 


i 


subscribe or pay money for an electioneering fund against 
General Taylor, and at Whose instance this was done. 


Mr. COBB wished the gentleman to waive the 


demand for the previous question to accept an 
amendment which he wished to offer. 


Mr. STANLY. Remembering the postpone- 
ment before, | move the previous question. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. Has the 
resolution been modified? 


viding for the appointment of a select committee. 
The previous question was seconded and the 
main question was ordered. 


reading again of the resolution, _ 
‘The resolution was read accordingly. 


North Carolina to withdraw the demand for the 
previous question. 


The SPEAKER. The main question has been 


| ordered. Itis beyond the power of the gentleman 


from North Carolina to withdraw the demand for 
the previous question. f 

The question recurring on the adoption of the 
resolution, was taken and decided in the affirma- 


į tive. 


So the resolution was adopted. 


STANLY, was, upon his motion, laid on the table. 
WESTERN BOUNDARY OF TEXAS. 


lowing resolution, and-gave notice that, if objec- 
tion was made, he should move to suspend the 
rules for its reception. 


munic.te to this House, at as early a day as practicable, 
all instructions issued by the department to Jonn Monroe 
Brevet Colonel Uinted States Ariy, commanding Yth De 
partinent, or to his predecessor, touching the clans of Texas 


form the House also, by what authority the said Monroe 
issued an order, purporting to bear date, Santa Fé, New 


| Mexico, March 12, 1850, requiring the commandants of the : 
| different military posts tO observe a rigid non-iuterterence 
| with refercuce to the Texan Cominissioner who has in- 


vaded the territory of New Mexico, tor the purpose of es- 
tablishing the eivi) jurisdiction or that state over it, in the 
exercise OF his functions, and requiring said commandauts 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania. I object 


| to the resolution, and move that the House resolve 


itself into Committee of the Whole on ihe state of 


the Union, for the further consideration of the | 


speaking for his friends on the other side? 
[Gries on the Democratic side of “Yes: |! 
agreed, ”] fi 
Mr. STANLY. I congratulate the gentleman Í| 
on his promotion to the premiership on that side || 
of the House. 
Mr. BROWN. I make no such claim. 
Mr. STANLY. But the gentieman exercises it 
without claiming it 
The gentleman says if I am serious I can have 
a select committee, Here is a resolution embra- | 
cing matter akin to those offered by the gentleman i 
from Hlinois, [Mr. Ricnarpson.] The gentleman i 
‘Is very kind, But then they have appointed a 
committee to investigate alleged Whig misdeeds, 
consisting of five Democrats and four Whigs. [| 
want a committee of five Whigs and four Demo- 
crats to investigate their misdeeds. Will the gen- 
tieman, the generalissimo of that side, inform me 
whether | can have such a committee? 
Mr. BROWN. You can have just as good a i 
committee, Ldoubt not. * il 
Mr. STANLY. Just as good a committee as ` 
yours! If we have a committee of five Democrats ` 
to four Whigs they will vote down ever 


Ni 
fi 
it 
il 

} 


| 


y inquiry |) 
we may put. I expect the Speaker will give us a j 
fair cominittee of five Whigs and four Democrats. |i 


I accept of the gentleman's offer. 
send me my amendment? 

The amendment was sent to 
by him modified, as follows: 


Resolved, That a committee of nine be appointed to in- 
quire wid report to this House what persons holding office 
under the fast Administration, as clerks in any of the public 
offic dhtors, heads of bureaus, Commissiouer of Pateuts, 
ant Postmaster General, were correspondents of S 
papers, wrote tor or edited newspapers; their salaries 
and compensation for the swine; and Who, in particular, was ʻi 
the author of certain party essays sizued “ Bundeleund,? | 
and what office he then held. È 

And also, whether, during the last canvass for the Pr 
dency, any of the above-named officers absented thems 
from their ofieus aid official duties to make 
public addresses against tie election of General Taylor. 

And also, whether the above. j 
them, during said canvass, 


Will the Clerk 


if 
Mr. Sranty, and (| 
> il 


H 


ii 


speeches and :: 
ii 


named officers, or any of | 


were called upon or required to {| 


| a point of order. 


| Special order—the census bill. 
Mr. CROWELL insisted that his motion to | 


suspend was first in order. 

The SPEAKER sv decided. 

Mr. @ICUARDSON. Will not the resolution, 
being a Call upon the department for information, 
lie over one day under the rule? 

The SPEAKER, 


the House. itis not yet before the House. 


The question was taken on suspending the rules, | 


and decided in the affirmative, without a division. 


So the rules were suspended, and the resolution | 


was received. 


Mr. CROWELL moved the previous question 


| on its adoption. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will state to the 
genueman from Ohio, that the resolution lies over 
one day, being a resolution calling on the depart- 
ment for information. 

Mr. CROWELL. I move to suspend the rules, 
then, that it may be considered now, 

Mr. BURT rose and said he asked the general 
consent of the House 


Tne SPEAKER, (:nterposing.) The gentle- 
man from Ohio has moved a suspension of the 
rules, to enable him to ask for the consideration of : 


the resolution he has just introduced. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania. I rise to 
I desire to inquire what has be- 
come of my motion to suspend the rules to go into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
on the special order? 

The SPEAKER, That motion was not re- 
ceived, the gentleman from Ohio having the floor. 

Mr. THOMPSON. What motion is before the 
House now? 


The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentleman i 
i from Ohio, that the rules be suspended, in order 


that the resolution just offered by the gentleman 


i may be considered at this ume. 


Mr. ORR. L shouid like to hear the resolution 


"read again. 


it was read accordingly. 


The SPEAKER. It has been modified by pro- | 


Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, called for the 


Mr. MORSE appealed to the gentleman from i 


A motion to reconsider this vote, made by Mr. 


Mr. CROWELL asked leave to offer the fol- | 
Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of War be requested to com- | 


to the Territory uf New Mexico, or any part of it, and to in- | 


to avoid Coming into conflict with Wie judicial authorities | 
j created by that State in said territory of New Mexico. 


It would, if it were before `i 


And the question being on the suspension of 
_ the rules— 

Mr. HOWARD demanded the yeasand nays; 
| but did not insist on the demand. 
| The question was taken and decided in the afirm- 
ative, without a division, 
i So the rules being suspended, the resolution was 
: brought before the House for consideration. 
And the question being on its adoption— 
Mr. CROWELL moved the previous question. 
: The previous question was seconded, and the 
/ main question was ordered, and being taken, 
The resolution was adopted. 
A motion of Mr. CROWELL to reconsider this 
: vote was, on his motion, laid on the table. 
: AFRICAN SQUADRON. 

Mr. BURT asked the unanimous consent of the 
House to offer the following joint resolution, with 
the view of referring it to the Commitee of the 
i| Whole on the state of the Union: 
|! A joint resointion to terminate the 8th article of the treaty 
i} between the United States and Great Britain, concluded 
io at Washington on the 9th day of August, 142. 

Whereas the 8th article of the treaty concluded between 
the Government of the United States of America aud the 
Government of Great Britain, at Washington, the ninth 
| day of- August, A. D. 1842, stipulates that each party «shail 
prepare, equip, apd mainuin, in service on the coast of A- 
rica, a sullicient and adequate squadron, or naval force of 
i} vessels, of suitable nambers and descriptions, to carry in all 
i| not less than eighty guns, to enforce separately and respect- 
“| ively the laws Mts, and Obligations of the two countries 
for the suppression of the slave trade.?? 

And whereas, by the 9th artiele of said treaty, itis stipu- 
lated that the 8th article of the same “shall be in foree for 
five years from the date of the exchange of the ratification, 
pand afterwards, until one or the other party shall signify a 
wish to terminate it,” 

Resolved, hy the Senate and House of Representatives of 
| the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the 
President be, aud he is hereby, requested to signify to the 
Government of Great Britain the wish of the Government 
of the United States to terminate the 8th article of the treaty 
concluded between then at Washi. gton the Sth day of Au- 
gust, A. D., 1842. 


Mr. MeGAUGHEY objected to-the reception of 
the resolution. 

Mr. BURT. I move, then, to suspend the rules 
|| for the purpose, and on that motion l demand the 
i; yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SCHENCK, (to Mr. Burt.) Do you pro- 
pose to refer the resolution to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union? 

Mr. BURT. Certainly I do. I do not ask to 
| have it acted on at present. ° 
The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that 
i| the motion is, to refer to the Committee of the 
i| Whole on the state of the Union, and the effect of 
|| the suspension of the rules (if suspended) will be 
|! to admit that motion. 

The question was then taken and decid 
; Negative—yeas 74, nays 96; as follows: 

YEAS—Mossrs. Albertson, Alston, Anderson, Ashe, Av- 
erett, Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bisselt, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowie, 
Bowlin, Boyd, Aibert G. Brown, William J Brown, Bart, 
Chester Butler, George A. Cal fwell, Joseph P. Cal well, 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, Coleoek, Deberry, Edmundson 


i 


| 
| 


| 
i 
i 
i 
i 


ed inthe 


{ 


it Featherston, Fuler, Gentry, Gorman, Green, Han, shan 
H G. Harris mond, Hivbard, Houston, Howard, Hubb rd, 
| 


i| Inge, Joseph W. Jackson, Robert Wa Jounson, Jones, Kauč 
: man, Kerr, La Sère, Marshall, Mason, Robot M. McLane, 
i McMatlen, McQueen, MeWillie, Mills Morse, Morton, 
/ Orr, Otis, Outlaw, Parker, Peaslec, Phelps, Ross, Savage, 
; Seddon, Shepperd, Stanly, Prederick P. stanton, Richard 
i A Stanton. Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Toombs, Venable, 
; Wallace, Watkins, Williams, and Woodward—7d. 

NAYS— Mewrs © Alexander, Baker, Binunam, Booth, 
s Bact, Burrows, Thomas B. Butler. Joseph Cabe, 
1, Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Cinve- 


a VER F. 
: land, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Dickey, Dinunick, Disney, 
arkee, Fowler, Gerry, Got, 


Dixon, Duncan, Dunham, D 
Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Harlan, Hay, Hebard, Henry, 
Hoanand, Howe, Haner, William T. Jackson, Andrew 
Jonson, Julian, Daniel P, King, George G. King, James 
G. King, Jonn A. King, Preston Keg, befier, Lodet Hi, 
Job Mann, Matteson, McClernand, Me Dona, M G tages 
MeLanahin, Meacan, Moore, Morns, Nelson, Orie, ids. 
Perk, Pitman, Potter, Powell, Patnam, Reed, Reynolds, 
Risley, Rockwell, Root, Rose, Raaisey, Sawiche, Schenck, 
Rchooleratt, Npragne, Alexander IH. Steppens., Thaddens 
Stevens, Stetxon, Sirens, Sweetser, Taylor, James Domp- 

nopho Pack, Under- 


son. Jobn B. Thompson, Wiliam Pir 
vigon, Waldo. Wentworth, Wintlesey, Widnek, 


i 


hill, 
Wison, Winthrop. and Wond—9u. 
So the rules were not suspended, and the reso- 


o lution was not received, 


CENSUS BILL. 
On motion of Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsy!- 
i vania, the House resolved itself into Commitee 
i of the Whole on the state of the Uman, (Mr. 
! Thompson, of Mississippi, in the chear, jand re- 
; Sumed the consideration of the bill for taking the 
evepth census, or enumeration of the inhabitants 


i of the United States. 


1850. 


KA 
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The portion of the bill immediately under con- 
sideration was section eighteen, as follows: 

Sec. 18. Andbe it further enacted That the marshals and 
their assistants are hereby auth rized 40 transmit through 
the Post Office any papers or documents relating to the cen- 
sus, by writing thereon <“ official business, census,” and 
subscribing the same with the addition to his name of mar- 
shal, or assistant, as Lhe ease may be; but this privilege 
shall extend to nothing but documents and papers relating 
to the census. 

Which the Judiciary Committee proposed to 
amend by adding the following: 

« And for all such matter thus passing through the mails, 
the United States shall pay at therate of pamphlet postage 
to the Post Office Department, and at the same rate for all 
census matter passing through the mails under frank.?? 

On motion by Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsyl- 
vania, the amendment proposed by the committee 
was amended by inserting the word ‘* half?’ before 
the word “ pamphlet.” 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, asked of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania some reason for the adoption 
of this amendment. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, said he 
would give the gentleman the reasons: it might be 
as well to state them. 

In the first place, he would say, that under all 
the census bills heretofore, at least those of 1830 
and 1840, the postage had been paid to the Post 
Office Department. They now proposed to lessen 
the amount to be paid considerably below the 
amount paid in 1840. The department encoun- 
tered considerable additional expense in transmit- 
ting through the mails the blanks and other cen- 
sus papers. The Postmaster General in his re- 
port had stated that fact, and asked that Congress 
would make some appropriation to meet this ad- 
ditional expense. He (Mr. T.) had therefore in- 
troduced a provision for paying one-half of pam- 
phiet postage. The Government, if this proposition 
were adopted, would pay for all the census matter 
transmitted through the mails, by a strict calcula- 
tion, about $12,000. If such provision were not 
made, the whole burden of this matter would be 
thrown upon the letters and newspapers, which 
would prevent a reduction of the rates of postage. 
He was desirous to see the rates of postage re- 
duced; and he thought it proper that the Govern- 
ment should pay for the transportation of this cen- 
sus matter, 

Mr. CARTTER inquired if the appropriation 
as proposed, would entitle the postmasters to their 
commissions upon the amount appropriated to pay 
for the transportation of this franked matter? If 
so, he should vote against it, 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania. I sup- 
pose it will not. É 

[The committee here rose informally, and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, a message 
im writing was received from the President of the 
United States, by the hands of his private Secre- 
tary, Colonel Biiss. The committee then resumed 
its session.] ~ 

Mr. JONES moved to substitute for the amend- 
ment proposed by the Judiciary Committee the 
words ‘may pass free,” to come in after the word 
census, in the original bill. 

Mr. J. said it seemed to him a strange sort of 
legislation, that Congress should say by law, that 
the Government of these United States should pay 
the Post Office Department for carrying the instruc- 
tions, blanks, &c., relative to the census. But 
he asked the House, and especially the chairman 
of the Committee on the Judiciary, if they would 
seriously come up and call upon this Government 
to pay one half the amount which the citizen paid? 
If the Government were to pay anything, was it 
not able to pay as much as the citizen did? This 
was the worst sort of humbuggery—a mere trans- 
fer of money from one department to another. 
Why should the Government be charged for this 


small amount of mail transportation, when, in ad- | 


dition to the $200,000 which were annually appro- 
priated for the transportation of franked mail mat- 
ter, there was appropriated from the Treasury the 
sums which were necessary to pay the salaries of 
the Postmaster General and his clerks? 
which, the Government furnished that departinent 
with its building. 

The amendment of Mr. Jonzs to the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 

The question recurring on the amendment of 
the committee as amended— 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, moved to add to the 
end of the section as amended, 

« And that, for the purpose of covering the expense, the 


Besides | 


sum of $12,000 be and the same is hereby appropriated out 
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated.”? 


Mr. JONES said that such an amendment was 
totally unnecessary. 


Mr. BROWN contended that it was necessary, | 


and he would explain why. Hesaid that Congress 
had for several years past made an annual appro- 
priation of $200,000 to reimburse the Post Office 
Department for the expense of transmitting through 
the mails the free matter for Congress and for the 
departments, and by making the appropriation in 
gross saved the necessity of keeping accounts at 
the Post Office Department. He proposed to ap- 
propriate in the same manner for the additional 
expenses of carrying this census matter. 

Mr. BROWN withdrew the amendment, to 
enable Mr. Tuompson, of Pennsylvania, to make 


! an explanation. 


Mr. THOMPSON renewed it. He said the 
Judiciary Committee had thought it better in ac- 
cordance with the policy of Congress in making 
an annual appropriation of $200,000 for the ex- 
penses of franked mail matter, to report an appro- 
priation to pay for this additional mail service. 
The Committee had not been able to ascertain 
with any ogrtainty what the expenses would be. 
Bat under his amendment the appropriation would 
amount to about $13,000; while at full rates of 
postage it would be $25,000. 

He would say to the gentleman from Tennessee, 
{Mr. Jones,] that there was no intention of hum- 
bugging on the part of the Committee; on the con- 
trary, they only proposed to carry out the general 
policy of the Government with reference to the 
Post Office Department. If he were disposed to 
retort upon the gentleman he would say, that if 
there was any humbug in making the Government 
pay half the amount of postage the citizen paid, 


there would be much greater humbug in its paying | 


nothing while the citizen paid full postage. But 


he felt no especial interest in the matter: he left it | 


for the committee to decide. 

After a few remarks of a conversational char- 
acter by Messrs. Srronc, Brown of Indiana, 
Vinton, Scnence, and Jones, 

Mr. SCHENCK moved to amend the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr Brown,] 
by adding the words “ to the Post Office Depart- 
ment.” 


Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, accepted the amend- | 


ment as a modification of his. 

The question was then taken on the amend- 
ment as modified, and it was adopted. 

The question recurring on the amendment of 
the committee as amended it was put, and it was 
agreed to. iad 

Mr. POTTER inquired if it would be now in 
order to move to strike out the whole section? 


The CHAIRMAN replied that such a motion | 


would bein order. 


Mr. POTTER then moved to strike out the 18th | 


section, and to insert the following: 


“That the marshals and deputy and 
shall be allowed in their accounts all postag 
upon the business of the census; aud that, for the purpose 
of defraying such postage expense, the sum of fifteen 
thousand dollars is hereby appropriated out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated.” 

Mr. P. said that he was opposed to allowing the 
franking privilege to the marshals and deputy 
marshals. He believed that all documents rela- 
ting to the census could under the existing law be 
transmitted to the marshals from the department 
free of postage. If the franking privilege were 
allowed to the marshals and their deputies, it 
would throw open a wide door for the practice of 
frauds upon the Post Office Department. One 
half of the letters written and sent by them might 
relate to other business, and not to the census 
They might in fact carry the abuse to any extent 


stant marshals 


In his opinion, the matter ought to be left to | 
stand as it has heretofore stood, in respect to the | 
transmission of the documents, and that an allow- | 


ance Should be made to cover the expenses neces- 
sarily incurred for postage. He was averse to 
granting the franking privilege; but in lieu thereof, 
he was in favor of appropriating $15,000 to cover 
the expense of postage. He beiieved it would 
probably require that sum. ‘To grant the privilege 
of franking as proposed in this section of the bill, 
was placing in the hands of the marshals a privi- 
lege altogether too indefinite. There was no re- 
striction as to the number of letters they might 
send. They might transmit through the mails as 
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much correspondence as they chose, by merely 
endorsing on their letters the words ‘* official doc- 
uments.’ There was franking enough permitted 
already; there was sufficient room for abuse 
without conferring the franking privilege upon 
United States marshals. The Post Office Depart- 
ment had been sufficiently defrauded already; it 
had been long enough deprived of its revenue. 
He thought the whole franking privilege ought to 
be abolished, and he hoped it would be abol- 
ished. He repeated that the doors were al- 
ready widely opened for fraud, and he was utterly 
opposed to extending the privilege of franking let- 
ters to the marshals and deputy marshals all over 
the country to an indefiniteextent. He hoped the 
whole section would be stricken out, and an allow- 
ance of $15,000 be made, to defray the expense of 
postage. 

Mr. CARTTER said he desired to move to 
amend the amendment of the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Porrer,] by striking out $15,000, and 
inserting $5,000. it appeared to him, that the 
honorable gentleman who had moved the amend- 
ment did not correctly comprehend the extent of 
the postage that would be required in connection 
with the census. He believed it was to be limited 
to the transmission of the blanks or forms, and 
the census tables after those blanks had been 
filled, and that the privilege of franking was not ex- 
tended to the private correspondence of the mar- 
shals and deputy marshals. The only matter to 
which the privilege was intended to apply, was 
the blank tables and the same tables after they had 
been filled up. If the privilege was to be extended 
to the private correspondence of the marshals, he 
was altogether opposed to it, and still more would 
he be opposed to the proposition to grant $15,000, 
to be put into the pockets of the marshals or the 
deputy marshals. He could never consent that 
the Treasury should be plundered for any such pur- 
pose. It occurred to him that there was no 
necessity for any provision on the subject of 
franking. It would be sufficient to declare that the 
census matter should go through the mails free, 
leaving the adjustment of the expense to the de- 
partment, to take place after the expense had been 
Incurred. 

Mr. POTTER (the floor having been yielded 
to him temporarily) said he would suggest to his 
friend, that there could be no difficulty im carrying 
out that proposition, inasmuch as the assistant 
marshals, in rendering their accounts, have to do it 
under oath, and the expenses incurred for posiage 
would all have to be audited by the marshals. 

Mr. CARTTER said he was aware of that, and 
he was aware of another fact, that there was a 
great deal of matter unconnected with the census 
that would come within the consciences of the 
deputy marshals all over the country, in whom 
unlimited discretion must necessarily be confided. 


| lt was a matter which required there should be 


some check. Ie would remark further, that he 
was in favor of abolishing the franking privilege. 
The Post Office Department, like all the o her de- 
partments of the General Government, ought to 
apply its own resources to iis own use. He then 
withdrew his amendment, 

Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, said that he 
had an amendment to propose, which he thought 
would obviate some of the objections that were 
entertained to this provision in relation to frank- 
He would move to insert in the first line, 
after the words “ post office,’’ the words ‘to each 
other.”? 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, remarked, 
that the marshals had no occasion to correspond 
with each other at all. ' ' 

Mr. BUTLER said, he was not altogether sure 
of that. He was not certain that the assistant 
marshals would have no official business with each 
other; and if not, they of course would have no 
right to frank letters from one to another, and the 
postmasters knowing this fact, would of course 
prevent correspondence passing under frank. The 
amendment which he proposed would, at all 
events, be an additional guard thrown around the 
franking privilege; because the deputy marshals 
might otherwise give a broader construction to the 
act than it was intended to bear. 

The question was then put, and the amendment 
was rejected, 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, said he 
would move to amend the amendment, by striking 
out ‘815,000? and inserting $10,000, merely for 
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the. purpose of giving him an opportunity to make | 
an. explanation. K : 

‘Mr. T then entered into a calculation, to show 
that $30,000.would be required to defray the post- 
age -on the mailable matter connected with the 
taking of the census. 

Mr. SWEETSER desired to inquire of the 
chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary, | 
whether the documents would not be conveyed to | 
the marshals under the: frank of the Secretary of | 
the Interior? It was his impression that all com- |! 
munications from the Department of the Interior | 
would go free of postage. If that were the case, 


H 
| 
I 
H 
H 
! 


he would ask what object there would be in giving |! 


the franking privilege to the marshals and assist- 
ant marshals, unless it were to correspond among 
themselves? He would inquire whether the Sec- 
retary of the Interior had not the right to send and 
receive all. communications free of postage? 

-Mr. THOMPSON replied that he was not aware 
whether he’had the privilege of franking docu- 
ments in relation to this subject. 


territory was without marshals, and he could see 
no good reason for transferring their duties to mili- 
tary men. Oregon and Minnesota both had mar- 
shals. What portion of the country was this in- 
tended to be applied to? 

Mr. CARTTER would inquire of the gentleman 
whether a civil organization had been formed and 
marshals appointed in New Mexico? 

Mr. MARSHALL replied that he supposed 
there had not been as yet, butif there were nothe 
wanted a government instituted and officers regu- 
larly appointed, instead of leaving it with the Sec- 


| retary of the Iaterior to supply officers. 


Mr. HAYMOND moved to strike out of section 
nineteen, the words “ or places where the popula- 
tion is sparse,” and insert “ where no territorial 
| government has been organized by act.of Con- 
| gress.” 

The motion on a division was negatived. 

Mr. CONRAD said he desired to ask the chair- 
| manof the Committee on the Judiciary what par- 
; ticular duty it was in the contemplation of the com- 


Mr. SWEETSER said, it appeared to him that 
if he possessed the franking privilege generally, he 
must have that privilege in relation to all the du- 
ties which came within the range of his super- 
vision, 


; mittee to assign to the officers of the army in 
| taking the census, and whether it would be fair 
| and proper that an individual who had entered 
| into a coniract with the Government to perform 


military service should be detached frof that ser- 


i 
i 
i 


Mr. THOMPSON observed that he had un- 
doubtedly the privilege of franking, in relation to 
all the duties which pertained to his office at the 


time of its creation, but this, he believed, was one $ 


which had been subsequently added. Mr. T. 
then continued, and completed his calculations, to 
show that $30,000 would cover the expense of the 
transmission of the documents. Having made 
this explanation, he withdrew his amendment. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Porrer,] to 
strike out and insert, and it was negatived. 

Mr. SWEETSER inquired of the Chairman, 
whether it was in order to move to strike out the 
whole of the section, the last motion being to strike 
out and insert? 

The CHAIRMAN replied that such a motion 
would be entertained. 

Mr. SWEETSER then moved to strike out the 
18th section. This section, he remarked, seemed 
to introduce an entirely new principle in relation 
to the franking privilege. he authority of frank- 
ing was of no little importance to some of the offi- 
cers of this Government, and he was somewhat 
surprised to hear the chairman of the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads declare that he 
was in favor of havin 
lege abolished. 

The question was then put on striking out, and 
the motion was disagreed to. 

The 19th section being under consi 
read as follows: 

Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, That if in any of the 
territories or places where the population is sparse, the offi- | 
cers of the army, or any persons thereto belonging, can be i 
usefully employed in taking the census, the Secretary of | 
War is hereby directed to atford such aid, if it can be 
without prejudice to the public service. | 

Mr. JACKSON, of New York, moved to add | 
the following: i 


And no person thus ap 
shail enter upon, or perfi 


deration, was | 


| 
j 


pointed by the Secretary of Wa 
h Orn, any ef the duties required o 
him under sueh appointment. until be shall first have taken 
and subscribed the oath or affirination in the form and man- 
ner required in the second section of this act, and shall have 
complied with all of the requirements of the said section of 


this act in the same manner thal is therein required of the 
marshals. 


i 
} 


| 


Mr. MATTESON moved to amend the amend- | ë 


ment by adding the following: 

“« The officers of the arn 
vice shall charge no fee.” 

The question was put and th 
amendment was rejected. 

The question recurring on the original amend- | 
ment, it was put, and the ame 

Mr. MARSHALL move 
whole section. 

Mr. M. said he was opposed to employing offi- | 
cers of the army upon civil duties, and this whole 
Section coutained no other provision. Although it 
might be the opinion of the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior that he could employ military officers in terri- , 
tories where the population was Sparse, to perform | 
civil duties, he thought it would be setting a bad 
precedent He was opposed to affording any facil- | 
iy or excuse for eraploying military officers in a 
civil capacity, He wanted no territory in this 
country to be destituteof marshals. No organized |j 


g the whole franking privi- || 


given į! 


3y employed to perform this ser- |} 


ndment was rejected. |! 
d to strike out the | 
j that portion of it that was not 


‘it would be weil enough to provi 


il vice without his own consent? 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, replied 
| that it was thought that this might readily be done 

without any injury to the service, and that in those 
| territories in which no civil organization had taken 
: place it was almost indispensable that some such 
| arrangement as this should be made. There were 
large tracts of country intervening between the 
| settlements that were infested with dangerous tribes 
of Indians, through which it would be unsafe for 
į individuals to pass without military escort. 

Mr. JACKSON, of New York, moved to strike 
out in the third line of the 19th section the words, 
| “or any persons thereto belonging.” : 

Mr. 7, said, that he considered this section as 
very defective, and even dangerous in its charac- 
ter. He particulariy objected, since the commit- 
i tee had determined that the persons employed un- 
|, der the direction of the Secretary of War should 
| be subjected to the restraint of an oath, to the em- 


f 


| ployment of every person who may happen to 
i 


belong to the army. He desired to restrict the 
number who might be so employed within as nar- 
row limits as possible. ž 
_ The motion to amend was decided in the nega- 
tive. 

The question recurring on the motion to strike 
i; out the whole section, 
| Mr. C@RTTER, for the purpose of enabling 
him to make some remarks, moved to amend the 
amendment by striking out the word « officers,” 
and inserting the word ‘ privates.” It had been 
suggested by the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. 
MARSHALL] that it was inappropriate employ- 
ment for these military men to be engaged in. 
It was certainly not disreputable, and he (Mr. 
C.) was decidedly in favor of employing them in 
this way, with a view of benefiting them by as- 
i Signing to them some practical duty in connection 
with civil life, as well as making them serviceable 
to the country, Ie thought that these military 
gentlemen who were receiving salaries from the 
Government during a time of peace, should be 
required to render some kind o 


i 


to perform any service of this kind, nor di 
enter into a contract that they should rem 
at their posts. He did not apprehend that these 
| military gentlemen had so much pride of profes- 
| Sion or of position, that they would hesitate, in 
time of peace, to render to the country some ser 
vice that came properly within their power, in 
t port yet within civil 
Jurisdiction. He agreed with his friend from | 
; Kentucky, however, that no territory of this Re- 
: public ought to be in such a condition as to be 
destitute of the necessary civil officers, to perform | 
, all the functions of Government. But inasmuch 
as it was very probable that there might be some 
territories without civil organization at the time 
when these duties were to be performed, be thought | 
de for the dis- | 
officers. 
motion to strike 


d they 
ain idle 


j 
i 
| 


charge of those duties by military 
The question now being on the 


| 


p hundred do 
i: the amendm 


i 
ji 
H 


| out the nineteenth section, tellers were ordered, 
| and Messrs. HUBBARD and SCHERMERHORN were 
i appointed to act as such. The tellers reported 59 
j in the affirmative; and, without counting the nega- 
| tive vote, the motion was pronounced to be lost. 

The twentieth section was then read, as it stood 
in the Senate bill, and as it was proposed to be 
amended by the Judiciary Committee. 

Sec. 20, vind he it further ena ted, That, as by law it is 
made the duty of the Secretary of the Interior to superintend 
the census, he is also hereby required to carry into effvet the 
provisions of this act, and especially to that eud to provide 
blanks and distribute the same among the marshals, so that 
the enumeration may commence on the first day of June 
next, and be taken with reference to that day in tach and 
every district and subdivision of districts; to draw up aud 
distribute at the same time printed instructions, defining and 
explaining the duties of such as collect the statisti d 
the limits by which such duues ure circumscribed, in a clear 
and intelligible manner; to see also that all due diligence is 
employed by the marshals and assistants to make return of 
their respective doings completed, at the limes herein pre- 
scribed; and further, as the returns are so made, to cause 
the same to be classified and arranged in the best and most 
convenient manner for use, and fay the same before Con- 
gress at the next session thereof: [Provided, however, That 
all printing, except the blank tables, shall be executed ac- 
cording to the fifteenth section of the act approved the 
eighteenth of May, eighteen hundred and forty-two, and the 
Census Board shall have charge of printing said blanks. j 

The Judiciary Committee proposed to strike 
out the proviso in brackets, and to insert the fol- 
lowing, viz: 

“And to enable him the better to discharge these duties, he 
is hereby authorized and required to appoint a suitable and 
competent person, who shall, under his direction, have the 
general management of matters appertaining thereto, with 
the privilege of franking and receiving free of charge all 
official documents and letters connected therewith ; and the 
said Secretary shall also appoint such clerks and other ot- 
cers as may be necessary from time to time for the efficient 
management of said service. And the compensation to be 
allowed and paid to the officers connected with the Census 
| Office shall be as follows: for the Superintendent, two 

thousand five huntred dollars per annum, in full for his 
| services; and for other assistants and clerks the compensa- 
| tion nsually paid for similar services, to be fixed and 
į allowed by the Secretary of the Interior. The blanks and 
| preparatory printing for taking the census shall be prepared 
| and executed under the direction of the Census Board; the 
| other printing hereafter to be executed as Congress shall 
direct? 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, proposed 
to make a verbal amendment, by substituting the 
words “ superintending clerk” in place of ‘* super- 
intendant.”? 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. FOWLER moved to amend the proposed 
amendment of the Judiciary Committee, by stri- 
king out * $2,500,” and insefting “ $2,000.” Ele 
considered twenty-five hundred dollars too large a 
salary for the service to be rendered by the super- 
intending clerk of the Census Board. The secreta- 
ries of our foreign ministers, he believed, received 
no more than two thousand dollars per annum, 
and he thought the salary of this clerk ought not 
to exceed that amount. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, said he 
| desired to move an amendment, for the purpose of 
| enabling him to make an explanation. If the gen- 
; Ueman from Massachusetts would withdraw his 
amendment fora moment, it would answer his 
purpose, and he would renew it. 

Mr. FOWLER assented. 

Mr. THOMPSON (resuming) said that he de- 
| sired to remind the gentleman, that in order to get 
| good officers, you must pay them competent sala- 
ries. He believed that the duties of the office of 
Superintending clerk of the census, were as oner- 
ous and important as the duties of any of the 
i heads of bureaus. But the officers at the heads of 

bureaus receive twenty-five hundied dollars a year, 
| and their salaries were permanent; whereas, the 
| superintending clerk would remain in ofice but 
‘two years. [Mr. T. read a list of salaries of 
| heads of bureaus, showing that they ranged from 

wo thousand five hundred to three thousand five 
hundred dollars per annum.] The business of the 
Superintending clerk would be much more burden- 


; Some than that which devolves upon the heads of 
i any of the bureaus. 


He thought that twenty-five 
lars was not too much, and he hoped 
ent would not be agreed to. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, thought that 


1 


t 


i; bis colleagne, the chairman of the Committee on 


the Judiciary, had been too hasty in changing the 
phrascology of the section by substituting for the 
| word “the superintendent,” the words “a super- 
; intending elerk;” because, if he was rightly in- 
, formed, the amount of labor which woud De re- 

ice as great as 


| quired trom this officer would be tw 
i that which it required of the head of any bureau 
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now existing, or of any officer under the Govern- 
ment, including the Register of the Treasury. The 
difficulty of preparing all the necessary papers, and 
sending them out to the different marshals through- 
out the country, would be such, and all to be done 
before the next meeting of Congress, that he had 
great doubts whether there would be time for him, 
with all the aid which could be allowed him under 
the law, to perform all the duties. The allowance 
set down for this officer in the bill as it originally 
stood was $3,000, which sum, much against his 
wish, was cut down to $2,500. If we expect to 
get a competent man, we must give him as much 
as we give to an Assistant Postmaster General, or 
any head of a bureau; and $3,000 is the lowest 
amount assigned to any head of a bureau. He 
hoped, therefore, that the committee would not 
adopt the amendment of the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, and would keep: in the $2,500 as re- 
commended by the committee. He had intended 
to propose an. amendment to strike out $2,500 and 
insert $3,000, but he was willing to yield his wishes 
and to take $2,500 as the compensation of this 
officer. ! 

Mr. CARTTER interposed an inquiry whether | 

#the clerks have a discretionary power to perform 
any duty of a general character; or whether there 
was anything more involved in relation to these 
statistics than merely the performance of a clerical 
duty; that any clerk in any counting-house could 
perform? 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, replied that 
the labor of making out the abstracts for the print- 
er, and the other duties devolving on this officer, 
required twice the amount of labor which was per- 
formed by any head of bureau. 

Mr. FOWLER expressed himself still in favor | 
of his amendment, after all which had been urged 
against it. 

The question was then put on the amendment 
proposed by Mr. Fow xen, and it was rejected. 

Mr. MATTESON moved to amend the twen- 
tieth section by striking out, and inserting words 
he designated, so as to read— - 

“ And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the In- 


terior is hereby required to carry into effect the Provisions 
of this act, and to provide blanks,” &c. 


The words which he proposed to strike out, 
were mere surplusage, and he trusted that his 
amendment would be agreed to. 

The motion to amend was then decided in the 
affirmative. 

Mr. BOWLIN moved to amend by inserting a 
proviso, as follows: 

Provided, That no subordinate clerk shall receive a sala- 
ry of $1,200. 

Mr. B. was opposed to this unlimited discretion | 
conferred on the Secretary of the Interior, which 
he might exercise in giving to every clerk the same 
amount of compensation which we have prescribed 
for the superintending clerk. We give him the 

rivilege of doing this, and we give him a rule for 
his adoption by inserting $2,500, as a salary for 
the s:perintending clerk. He desired to afix 
some limit to this privilege, and he therefore pro- 
posed to restrict the compensation of the subordi- 
nate clerks, so that it should in no case exceed 
$1,200. 

Mr, FOWLER said he agreed generally with į 
the remarks made by the gentleman from Mis- | 
souri, but he thought that the limitation should |; 
not be quite so low. He therefore moved to | 
amend the amendment of the gentleman from |, 
Missouri, by striking out ‘* twelve” and inserting i| 
“ fifteen,” so as to make it read $1,500. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, suggested 
to the gentleman from Massachusetts that he had 
erred on the side of liberality in his motion. 
There were no subordinate clerks whose salaries 
amounted to $1,500. He suggested that clerks 
might be obtained, as they were in the preparation | 
of the last census, at a lower rate than even $1,200, | 
who might be perfectly competent to perform the 
duties similar to those which were then required 
and performed. On that census some received as 
low a salary as $600. 
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į the sum so due to be paid to such assistant. and when the 
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Mr. BOWLIN then modified his amendment so 
as to make it read $1000. a 

After a few words from Mr. THOMPSON, of 
Pennsylvania, the question was taken on the 
motion of Mr. Fow er, to strike out $1,000 and 
insert $1,500, and decided in the negative. , 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, moved to 
strike out $1,000 and insert $1,300. He thought 
that all these amendments were wrong. He was 
sorry that his colleague [Mr. Taompson] had 
made a suggestion which led to this motion to re- 
duce the limitation to $1,000. He thought that it 
would be right to leave the Secretary at liberty to | 
act on his own discretion. If it were left tu him, 
he might find proper persons at rates of compen- 
sation, some perhaps a little higher and some a 
little lower than the sum designated. He saw no 
good cause for the establishing ofthis limit.’ He 
hoped the motion of the gentleman from Missouri | 
would be voted down. He then withdrew his 
amendment. 

The motion of Mr. Bowuin to amend the sec- 
tion was then decided in the affirmative. 

The 20th section, as amended, was then agreed 
to. 

The 2ist section being under consideration, the 
question was taken on the amendment réported by 
the Committee on the Judiciary, striking out the 
section, and was decided in the affirmative. ‘The 
section was as follows: 

(Sec. 21. And be it further enacted, That in order to give |! 
dispatch to business, the said Secretary shall be authorized 
to contract with the lowest bidder, for the necessary pre- 
paratory printing by ten days notice, instead of the time now 
required by law; and, further, to employ in preparation for 
taking the statistics, and also in classing, and arranging for 
the press the returns, when made, so many additional clerks, 
and of such grade as may be necessary, allowing to eacha 
fixed compensation according to the grade and value of his i 
services, but in no case exceeding the usual rate for similar 
services. } 

The 22d section was considered an 
as follows: 

Sec. 22. And be it further enacted, That, for the purpose | 
of carrying into effect this act, and defraying the prelimi- į 
nary expenses, there is hereby appropriated out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, one 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars, ont of which the said 
Secretary of the Interior may allow to the person employed į 
as Secretary of the Census Board, a compensation after the 
rate of three thousand dollars per annum during the period 
he has been in their employ. 

The question was then taken on the proposition | 
of the Judiciary Committee to strike from the bill | 
the 23d section, (as below,) and it was agreed to; | 
viz: 

(Sec. 23. And beit further enacted, That whenever a mar- 
shal shall certify that an assistant bas completed to his sat- 
isfaction, and made return of the subdivision confided to H 
him, and shall also certify the amount of compensation to | 
which, under the provisions of this act, such assistant is en- 
titled, designating how much for eaeh kind of service, the 
Secretary of the Interior shall thereupon cause one half of 


d agreed to, 


returns have been carefuliy examined for classification, if 
found executed in a manner satisfactory, then he shail also 
cause the other half to be paid. And he shall make pay- 


ments in the manner and upon like conditions to the several 
marshals for their services. ] 


i 


The CHAIR informed the gentleman from Penn- if 
sylvania, that it contained too additional items of |i 
inquiry, “ fugitives from the State” and number 
manumitted, and this was all the change which 
had been made. 

The question was then taken on schedule two, 
as amended by the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and was decided in the affirmative, 

The third schedule being under consideration, * 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, moved to amend 


the schedule after lines thirty-seven and thirty- 


i 


i 


H 


| 
| 
l 
l 
i 
i 
l 
i 


|| other to show how much of all other kinds. 
| this was not the object of the mover of the 


; law required him to do so. 
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eight (which relate to water-rotted hemp and dew- 


rotted hemp) by introducing an additional column, 
with the heading “ or other hemp.” The table ag 
it now stood, distinguished. only between two 
qualities of hemp, the dew-rotted and the water- 
rotted, as though these ‘were the only kinds of 
hemp which were raised. But there was another 
kind of hemp made out of the straw, which was 
neither dew-rotted nor water-rotted. He wished, 
therefore, to introduce another column, with the 
heading “ or other hemp.’? Theregwas also an- 
other kind of hemp on the Ohio. 

Mr. CROWELL. Can this change in the 
schedule be made without making it necessary 
that a new description of paper shall be obtained ? 

Mr. STANTON said he supposed it could. 

Mr. CROWELLsaid that he had been informed, 
from what he considered sufficient authority, that 
it could not. : 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, stated that 
he had understood some seven hundred thousand 


| of these tables had already been printed for deliv- 


ry to the marshals. 
Mr. STANTON replied, that if such was the 
fact, all efforts to amend the schedules must be 


| unavailing, and the committee might as well take 


the whole of the schedules at once, just as they 


i| were in the bill. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, stated that 
the change as contemplated by the proposed 
amendment could not be made without much ad- 
ditional labor and expense. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Sranron to amend, and it was decided in the 
negative. 

Mr. STANTON then moved to amend the 
thirty-eighth column, by inserting after the words 
‘* water-rotted,”? the words, ‘or other hemp.” 
This could be done without the addition of an 


; extra column, 


Mr. BOWLIN made a suggestion; after which, 

Mr. STANTON moved ‘the insertion of the 
proposed words in the thirty-seventh column, after 
the words, ‘* dew-rotted.’”? 

Mr. HOUSTON suggested to the gentleman 
who proposed: this amendment, that its adoption 
might lead to some confusion in the returns, as 
regards the quantities of the different varieties of 
hemp raised. í 

Mr. STANTON replied in the negative. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, moved. to 
strike out the words “ dew-rotted.”’ He thought 


i there could no occasion to say, ‘* dew-rotted, or 
| other hemp.” 
| quite sufficient to make one column to show how 


It would, in his judgment, be 


much water-rotted hemp was produced, and an- 
If 


amendment, he did not understand what it was; 
and if this was his object, it would be just as well 
obtained by striking out the words “ dew-rot- 
ted.” Without these minute and specific designa- 
tions, the Secretary would in his instructions to 


` the marshals, prescribe the details which might be 


omitted in the bill. He reminded the committee 
that it had been proposed before this bill was intro- 
duced, to confine the questions in these schedules 
to one hundred. 

Mr. VENABLE, (Mr. Stevens yielding the 
floor.) Did I understand the gentleman to say 


that the Secretary of the Interior had ordered all 
| these tables to be printed, and that we have 


noth- 


‘ing left us bat to vote up to it? 


Mr. STEVENS, (resuming.) Yes; and the 
He (Mr. S.) regarded 


i the present proceeding as legislating the second 


‘time on this matter. Already, under the authority 

of the Jaw of last session, sevenshundred thousand 
tables had been printed. ft had never heretofore 
been the practice of Congress to legislate on the 
same subject a second time. He deprecated any 
amendments which would destroy the present tab- 
ular arrangement. He thought whatever changes 
the House may deem necessary, might be more 
conveniently made through instructions issued by 
the Secretary than by altering the tables, He 
withdrew his amendment. 
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“The question was then taken on:the motion of 

Mr: Sranvoy to amend, and it was decided in the 
ve, e 

mtr: STANLY moved. to insert in this schedule 

columns for ‘* fish, shingles, staves, turpentine, 

tar, rosin, sawed lumber,” &c. A 

Mr. STANLY said it was very important, not 
only to the section from which he came, but to 
the whole of ‘eastern’ North Carolina, that the in- 

formation which he proposed should be obtained. 
‘Theré:-was as much necessity for it as for the in- 
formation respecting hemp; there was not a Yan- 

- kee vessel that sailed which used the American 
hemp which did not require the tar of North Caro- 
lina in the bottom. ` The little town in which he 
resided had‘manufactured for several years more 
than $190,000 annually of this article of turpen- 
tine. They got no credit for it under this bill, 
but their whole. State was represented by gentle- 
men asa sand barren. The tar, rosin, turpentine, 
raised by: them went to New York in large quan- 
tities, and thence all over the face of the globe. | 
Theturpentine of North Carolina was an ingredient 
in the paint which was now upon the Capitol and 
the President’s House; and the younger members 
of this House must acknowledge the usefulness of 
rosin applied to the violin strings, whose anima- 
ting and cheering influence they often acknowl- 
edzed while. gliding through the mazes of the 
dance. 

Mr. MORSE moved to strike out * rosin,” and 
insert ** moss.’’ 

He said the production of moss was becoming 
exceedingly valuable in Louisiana, and if it were 
considered of any great importance or benefit to 
any section of the country that all the articles: of 
commerce and exportation produced and manufac- 
tured in it should be stated, this product of moss 
should not be omitted. 

But he did not think it of any great importance, 
and he had only introduced the amendment for 
the purpose of making a solitary remark. If it 
were the intention of Congress to descend into 
such minutiæ, they had better at once make the 
general provision that all the products of every 
county, town, and plantation, should be returned. 
He withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. STANLY temporarily withdrew his amend- 
ment at. the request of 
` Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, who re- 
newed it for the purpose of briefly explaining. 
He said, if provision were not elsewhere made in 


included in the next schedule; and he suggested 
to gentlemen, that the proper place to move their 
amendments for this purpose was to the next 
schedule; and that they would accomplish their 
object, by reducing thë limitation or the amount 
of productions in any one establishment, from 
$500 to whatever sum they saw fit, whether $100, 
$50, or $10. : : 

The amendment of Mr. STANLY was rejected. 
Mr. MASON moved that the committee rise 
and report the bill to the House. . 
The CHAIR said that the motion was not in 
order, as there was'an amendment pending. . 

Mr., HOUSTON made some remarks not dis- 
tinctly heard. ; 

Mr. VENABLE made a motion that the commit- 
tee rise,which was disagreed to—ayes.45, noes 82. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, said he had un- 
derstood the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
Srevens] to say, that these schedules had been 
already printed. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, said some 
700,000 pages had been printed under the order of 
the Census Board, in virtue of the power given 
them by the act of last session. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, moved to amend 
the schedule by inserting after the word “hay” 
the words * or fodder.” 

The question was put, and the amendment was 
rejected. . 

Schedule IV, being now under consideration, 

Mr. FITCH moved to add to the objects four, 
i five and six, being the “quantities, kinds, and 
values of raw materials used, including fuel,” the 
words *‘ ingredients and their proportion of patent 
or secret medicine.” 

Mr. F. said the bill contemplated the ascertain- 
ing the raw materials used for manufacturing pur- 
poses. He proposed to embrace under these inqui- 
ries the ingredients, and their proportions used in 
the manufacture of patent medicines. He desired to 
have laid before the public, how much brick-dust, 
aloes, &c.,they swallowed in the form of pills, 
how much molasses, and tar-water, in the form of 
cough-drops, how much sugar in the form of Sar- 
saparilla, &c. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was rejected. 

Mr. HOUSTON moved to strike out $500, and 
insert $100 in column No. 1, of schedule four, in 
the following words, viz: ‘ name of corporation, 
company, or individual, producing articles to the 


i 


these schedules for returns of that information 
aimed at by the gentleman from North Carolina 
in bis amendment, he should unite with the gen- 
tleman in support of his motion, But if the gen- 
tleman would turn over to the next schedule— 
“The Products of Industry’’—he would see that 
in all cases where this production of tar, turpen- 
tine, rosin, &c., amounted in any one establish- 
ment to more than $500, the name of the proprie- 
tor, the amount produced, &e., &c., would be 
given, just as the same statistics would be in ref- | 
erence to cotton manufactories, grist-mills, saw- 
mills, &c. 

Mr. STANLY again withdrew his amendment | 
at the request of 

Mr. HOUSTON, who renewed it, and said he 
thought the amendment of the gentleman from 
North Carolina should be adopted. The amount 
of lumber annually exported from the southern | 
and middie S:ates was very considerable. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, repeated 
the explanation that all the material facts would 
be given with reference to lumber, tar, &c., where 
the amount of production exceeded $500. 

Mr. STANLY said be thought not. The next 
schedule related to the products of industry; and 
he thought would not include these facts. He 
would like to see returns of them in separate 
columns, 

Mr. HOUSTON (continuing) proceeded to refer 
also to the very considerable amounts of shingles, | 
staves, &c., produced in the South and other sec- ! 
tions of the country; which, though in many cases `i 
they might not amount in a single establishment to il 
$500, yetin the aggregate were of great import. 


| 


H 
i 
ji 
iy 
| 

it 
i 


annual value of $500.” 

ar question was put, and the amendment re- 
jected. 

Mr. BOWDON moved that the committee now 


| 
i 
i 


| 
| 


i rise; and the question being put, it was disagreed 
; to—ayes 48, noes 72. 


Mr. SACKETT made some remark not dis- 
tinctly heard. 

Mr. DUNHAM moved to strike from schedule 
five the following items of inquiry, viz: All the 
headings for statistics in relation to “ churches, 
colleges, schools, public libraries, newspapers, and 
periodicals.” 

Mr. DUNHAM said he had listened with a 
great deal of attention to the arguments pro and 
con in reference to the constitutional power of 
Congress to collect these various statistics. He 
had no doubt as to the power of Congress to ob- 
tain all the information relative to the commerce 
of the country, and whatever was necessary to 
enable them to legislate intelligently in reference 
thereto. But he had not yet heard a single ar- 
gament which justified the taking these social 
statistics. He thought, therefore, these inquiries 
ought to be stricken out. It was competent for 
them to collect all statistics which might be valuable 
and useful to them as legislators, but when they 
went further and proposed to take those which 
had no possible bearing upon the commerce or the 
legislation of the country, it was, in his opinion, 
going too far. 


ment, so as to except from its opera 


The question was severally taken on the pro- 


ance, and should be ascertained and returned. He | 
Should, therefore, when in order, move to reduce 
the limitation from $500 to $100. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, said it was 
no doubt, of very great importance that these re 
turns should be made; but, as had been said by i 
his colleague, [Mr. ‘Tuomrson,] they would be 


j 
3 I 
{ 


| posed amendments 


: number of Odd Fellows, Free Masons, and Tem- 


sand they were rejected. 
_ Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, moved to insert | 
in schedule five additional columns, viz: ** The 


perance men.” 
io moved algo to insert “ and the 


Mr. CARTTER moved to amend the amend- | 


ERENT SOB i tion all save the i 
į statistics in relation to *“ churches, ”? : 


| 


į rise. 


Mr. STANTON accepted the amendment as a 
modification of his. 

The question was then put, and the amendment 
was disagreed to. 


Mr. McMULLEN moved that the committee 


The motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. DUNHAM moved to strike out the sixth 
schedule, calling for the statistics of persons who 
died in the year 1849. 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. McMULLEN renewed his motion that the 
committee rise. 

Mr. VINTON cla'med the floor, and it was as- 
signed to him. 

Mr. V. said he had given notice the other day, 
that he should offer two amendments to this bill. 

The CHAIRMAN stated, that before the 
amendments of the gentleman would be inorder, 
it would be necessary to vote upon the substitu- 
tion of the tables reported by the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, in the place of the tables adopted by the 
Senate. 

The question being put, the tables reported by 
the committee were adopted. 

Mr. VINTON (resuming) said he had given 
notice the other day, that he should move two 
amendments to this bill. He would send them to 
the Chair, that they might be read. One was to 
provide for the taking of the census in the future, 
and the other was to provide for the organization 
of that House, founded upon such census. . 

Mr. V.’S propositions were read fos informetion, 
as follows: * 

Be it enacted, &e., That this act shall continue in foree 
until altered or repealed ; and if no other Jaw be passed pro- 
viding for the taking of any subsequent census of the United 
States, on or before the first day of January of any year 
when, by the Cons itution of the United States, any future 
enumeration of the inhabitants thereof is required to be 
taken, such census shall, in all things, be taken and com- 
pleted according to the provisions of this act. 

vind be it further enacted, That from and after the third 
day of March, one thousand eight hundred and fitty-three, 
the House of Representatives shall be composed of two 
hundred members, to be apportioned among the severa) 
States in the manner directed in the next section of this 
act. 

Be it further enacted, That when the Department of the 
Interior shall have apportioned the Representatives in the 
manner above directed among the several States, under the 
next or any succeeding enumeration of the inhabitants of 
the United States, he shail, as soon as practicable, make out 
and transmit, under the seat of his office, t0 the House of 
Representatives, a certificate of the number of members ap- 
portioned to each State under the then jast enumeration 5 
and shali Hkewise make out and transmit without delay to 
the Executive of each Siate a certifieate under his seal of 
office of the number of members apportioned to each State 
under such last enumeration, 

And be it further enacted, That so soon as the next and 
each subsequent enumeration of the inbabitants of thie sey- 
eral States, directed by the Constitution of tie United States 
to be taken, shall he completed and returned to the office of 
the Departineut of the Interjor, it shall be the duty or the 
Secretary of the Interior to ascertain the aggregate repre- 
sentative population of the United states by adding to the 
whole number of free persons in all the States, including 
those bound to service fora teri of yexurs, and exciuding 
Indians not taxed, three-fifihs of all oter persons; whieh 
aggregate population. he shall divide by the number two 
hundred, and the product of sneh division, rejecting any 
frsetion of an unit, if any such happen to remain, sbail be 
the ratio or ral- of apportionmen? of representatives among 
the several Siates under such enumeration; and the said 
Secretary of the Department of the Lutesior shall then pro- 
ceed in the same manner to ascertain the Te presenmtauve 
population of each State, and to divide the whole nunber 
of the representative population of each State, by the ratio 


| alrea y determined by him as above directed, and the pro- 


if 
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i into the Union, the Repres 


: to the number of Representati 


duct of this last division shall be the nucsber of Representa- 


i Uves apportioned to such State under the then last enumer- 


ation: Provtied, That the loss in the number of members 
eaused by the fractions remaining in the several States on 
the division of the population thereof, sball be compensated 
guing to so many States having the largest frac- 
dditional member each for its fraction, as may 
sary to make the whole numher of Representatives 
two hundred: And provided also, That if, atier the appor- 
tionment of the Representatives, under the next or any sab- 
sequent census a new State or States shall be admitred 
vive or Representatives 
gued to sueh new State or Stites shall be in addition 
ives herein above biuited 5 
which excess of Representatives over two hundred shah 
only continne until the next succeeding apportiantiment of 
Representatives under the next succeeding census. 


Mr. V. said that, at the instance of several gen- 


i; tlemen around him who were desirous that the 


question on the amendment should be deferred 
until to-morrow morning, he weuld suggest that 
if it were the general wish he would abstain fram 
making any remarks at this timc, and move that 
the committee rise. 

The committee rose, and its chairman reported 
progress. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, by unanimous 
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consent, introduced a resolution, which was read 
and adopted, as follows, viz: 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Indian Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into -the facts connected with a eon- 
tract made by te Indian Department with Henry M. Rice, 
for the removal of those Winnebago Indians now in the 
States of Wisconsin and Iowa, to their own lands in Min- 
nesota territory, and what steps, if any, should be taken to 
annual said contract. s 

Mr. STRONG moved thatthe two reports of 
the Committee on Elections in relation to the 
Delegates from New Mexico and Deseret be made 
the special order for the 15th of this month, and 
so continue until disposed of. 

Objection was made; when 

Mr. STRONG moved to suspend the rules for 
the purpose. Pending which— 

On motion, the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &e. 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees: 

By Mr. CABLE, of Ohio: “The people’s petition for 
cheap postage ;” signed by Doctor John McCoak and 88 
other citizens of New Lishon, Ohio. 

By Mr. SCHENCK: The petition of 1st Lieutenant W. 
T. Sherman, United States Army, for iner@ased pay while 
serving as Assistant Adjutant General in the Pacific military 
division in California. 

By Mr. LITTLEFIELD: The petition of James Flint 
and others, citizens of Bridgton, Maine, against the ad- 
mission of any more slave States into the Union, in favor 
of a law granting a trial by jury to alleged fugitive slaves, 
and for the repeal of all laws ‘sanctioning slavery in the 
District of Coinmbia. 

By Mr. FOWLER: The petition of Samuel Cushman 
and 125 other cit zens of Attleboro, Massachusetts, praying 
that no State may be admitted into the Union unless slavery 
is prohibited in its constitution. 

. By Mr. MEACHAM: The petition of Hon. F. Hunting- 
ton and other citizens of Virginius, Vermont, asking the 
fiee passage, in vessels of the United States navy, for dele- 
ates to a Peace Congress, to be ho.den in the city of Frank- 
fort, Germany, in August next, 

By Mr. BOOTH: T'he petition of 76 gentlemen compo- 
sing the freshman classin Yale College, in the State of Con- 
necticut, praying for the redaction of postage to two cents 
on all prepaid letters of half an ounce, and that a suitable 
reduction be made on all other mailable matter. 

Also, the petition of Barnard Hartley and 49 other legal 
voters of North-Haven, in the State of Connecticut, pray- 
ing for the reduction of postage to two cents on prepaid let- 
ters of half an ounce, and one centon newspapers, for all 
distances, ‘ 

Mr. BRIGGS moved, under the rule, that the papers of 
James M. French, a petitioner for a pension, be withdrawn 
from the files of the House, and referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. < 
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Mr. ATCHISON rose and said: Senators, as 
the Vice President is absent, it becomes necessary 
to elect a President pro tem.; I therefore move 
that the Hon. Witiram R. Kine, by the unani- 
mous consent of the Senate, be the President pro 
tempore. 

“The motion was agreed to, and Mr. Kine was 
conducted to the chair by Messrs. Arcuison and 
MANGUM. 

Mr. KING, having taken the chair, rose and 
said: Senators, [ feel highly honored by the unani- 
mous approbation of this body in placing me in 
this responsible position, I can only say that I 
shall endeavor, during the short period I may oc- 
cupy this seat, to discharge the duties incumbent 
on the Chair with faithfulness and impartiality. 

Every Senator well knows that the high char- 
acter of this body for order, decorum, courtesy, 
and gentlemanly deportment has given ita reputa- 
tion in theland to command the confidence and 
respect of every portion of the community through- 
out our borders. Still to retain and to command 
that respect, it is necessary that every Senator 
should sustain the Chair in the efforts it may make 
to put down the least movement toward disorder, 
or the slightest indulgence in personal remarks. 
While [ preside I shall endeavor, as far as in me 
lies, to repress everything of the kind, and shall 
rely confidently upon the support of my fellow 
Senators to sustain me. 

On motion by Mr. ATCHISON, 

Ordered, That the Secretary natity the President of the 
United States that the Senate,in the absence of the Vice 
President, have chosen the Hon. Wittram R. Kine Presi- 
dent of the Senate pro tempore, and that he make a similar 
annuaciation w the House of Representatives. 

SENATOR FROM SOUTH CAROLINA. 

The Hon. Franxuiy H. Extmore, from the 
State of South Carolina, whose credentials were 
presented on the 17th of April last, attended, and 


; by one hundred and twenty-seven citizens of Alton, 


| the Committee on Public Lands. 


the oath prescribed by law haying been adminis- 
tered to him, he took his seat in the Senate. 
MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 2 
Mr. DOUGLAS presenjed a memorial signed 


Hlinois, asking a grant of the right of way through 
the public lands to the Terre Haute and Alton 
Railroad Company, in aid of the construction of 
said road. ` 

Also, a memorialof the like effect from citizens | 
of Lower Alton, in the same State; both of which 
were referred to the Committee on Publie Lands. 

Mr. BORLAND presented a memorial from | 
citizens of Green county, Arkansas, asking the 
removal of obstructions to the navigation of Big | 
Black river in that State; which was referred to 


Mr. CASS presented a petition of citizens of 
Oakland county, in Michigan, asking the adoption 
of measures for the adjustment of international 
controversies by arbitration; which was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Also, two petitions of citizens. of the United 
States, residing on the southern shore of Lake Su- 
perior, asking the construction of a ship canal 
around the Falls of the Saint Mary and the improve- | 
ment of Ontonagon and Eagle rivers; which were 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BRADBURY presented a memorial of citi- |! 
zens of Winthrop, Maine, asking thata public ves- 
sel may be employed to convey the Delegates from 
the United States who may be appointed to attend 
the convention to promote the cause of universal 
peace, which is to assemble at Frankfort, in Ger- 
many, in August next; which was referred to the | 
Committee on Naval A ffairs. 

Also, a memorial from Aaron Hayden and oth- |! 
ers, owners of the steamer Admiral, asking the 
enactment of an equal and uniform law on the sub- || 
ject of alien passengers arriving in the United | 


States, whereby they may be relieved from op- || 


! orably discharged. e Cr 
war, at a period when the army suffered many privations 


pressive or unconstitutional State laws; which was |! 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented a petition of |: 
citizens of Iowa, asking the establishment of a mail |; 
route from Pelta to Council Bluffs. 
Also, a petition from citizens of the same State, ij 


asking that the mail route between fort Des Moines ` 
and Council Bluffs may be made to pass through |: 
Winterset instead of Adel, in that State; both of | 
which were referred to the Committee on the Post |: 
Office and Post Roads. |: 

Mr. BALDWIN presented a petition of citizens | 
of Torrington, Connecticut, asking that slavery | 
and the slave trade may be abolished in the Dis- | 
triet of Columbia, or the seat of Government re- 
moved therefrom. 

Also, a petition from citizens of the same place £ 
and State, asking that slavery may be prohibited | 
by law in all the ‘Territories of the United States. | 

Also, a petition from the same, asking that no | 
State may hereafter be admitted into the Union, 
whose constitution does not expressly prohibit | 
slavery within its limits. | 

Also, a petition from the same, asking that the | 
right of trial by jury may be secured by law to jj 
fugitive slaves; all of which were received and or- |i 
dered to lie on the table. | 


vania, asking a reduction of the rates of postage; |) 


Mr. DODGE, of lowa, presented a petition from |; 
citizens of that State, asking a grant of land to aid |) 
in the construction of a railroad from Davenport ' 
to Council Bluffs; which was referred to the Com- |; 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Also, two petitions from citizens of Iowa, asking 
the establishment of a mail-route from Bloomfield 
to Washington, in that State; which was referred || 


to the Committee on the Post Office and Post | 
Roads. i 

Also, additional documents relating to the claim | 
of the legal representatives of Rinaldo Johnson and |; 
Anne E. Johnson; which were referred to the Com- : 
mittee of Claims. 


OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS OF THE WAR OF | 
1812. i 
i 


I hold in my hand a memo- | 


Mr. BORLAND. 
rial signed by twenty-eight officers and soldiers in | 
the war of 1812, and with the Indian tribes during | 
that period, asking to be allowed a grant of land as || 
a reward for their services. Itis similar in import || 


| sage ofa law granting to all the offic 


toa number of memorials from individuals, and 
resolutions from the Legislatures of several States, 
which have been referred to the Committee on 
Miliary Affairs. As this memorial goes more 
fully into the merits of the case than many hereto- 
fore presented, and as it is also very short, I will 
ask the attention of the Senate to the reading of it: 


SOLDIERS or 1312.—Ata meeting of the officers and sòl- 

diers of the last war with England, held ia Van Buren, 
Arkansas, on the 16th of March, 1850, twenty-four. being 
pre-ent— 
‘ General R. C. S. Brown was appointed chairman, and 
Alexander McLeansecretary. The meeting was addressed 
by the chairman upien the objecis of the meeting, and the 
claims of the few survivors of the war of [812 upon ‘the 
country; which was afterwards followed by an elognent 
tribute from General H. Wileox. 

Upon motion, A. McLean, Captain William Steward, 
Captain Wiliam Rassell, Valentine M lock, and Whitteld 
Bourn were appointed a committee ta draw up a memorial 
to Congress, a king that a portion of the publie lands be set 
apart and appropriated to cach officer and soldier who 
served in the jast war with England. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be pub- 


| lished in the Arkansas Intelligencer, and a copy of the 


same, with the memorial, be forwarded to the Arkansas 


delegation in Congress. 
R. C. S. BROWN, Chairman. 
A. McLean, Secretary. z 
TO THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES. 

The undersigned, officers and soldiers of the war with 
England, commenced in 1812, and with the Indian tribes 
during that period, respectfuliy represent that they entered 
the service of the United States at different periods during 
said war, and served ont their engageinents, and were hon- 
Many of them served during the Creek 


in the wilderness; they also participated in many of the 
hard-fought battles with the India Owners, again, served 
on the Canadian frontier, suffering the hardships of a rigor- 
ous winter, deprived of their regular supply of clothing, 
subsisting on short rations, and frequently without any 
other food than what could be procured by foraging in a 
wilderness country. It is a matter of history that they bore 
those hardships with manly fortitude, whilst they rendered 


| services to their country which have conferred blessings 


upon millions of thrifty citizens, who now uecupy those 
regions that were wrested from a savage enemy in a bloody 


| contest. 


The undersigned, though located at one point on the fron- 
tier in the Far West, in the fulfillment of a destiny ordained. 
by an all seeing Providence, have migrated from the States 
of New York, Virginia, Missouri, Onio, Kentucky, and 
Tennessee, and, when called upon by a sense of patriotic 
duty, they were citizens of these States. They enjoy the 


| high gratification of having served under a Jackson, a Har- 


rison, a Cass, a Scott, a Cocke, a Coffee, and other distin- 


| guished generals who have won uufading laurels and the 


gratitude of their countrymen. a 
Believing that, by their services, they aided in achieving 
the final independence of their country, in adding millions 


| of acres to the pubiic domain, which have brought also mil- 


lions of dollars into the national treasury, the undersigned 
conceive they ask but a small pittance in petitioning for an 
inconsiderable fraction of the unappropriated portion of the 
domain thus won by their valor ond patriotism, upon which 
they may erect humble homesteads, anid by which they may 
procure a support during the few lingering years they may 
yet have to dwell amoug those who are uow realizing the 
fall enjoymentof the benefits of their achievements. Sucha 
testimonial from their country would not only be conferring 
a substantial benefit upon them, bat would also yield a 
plea-ing satisfaction to them, in tbeir decline of fife, to know 


| thattheir servi es are appreciated by their countrymen. 


Your meniorialists, therefore, respectfully ask the pas- 
$, nusicians, and pri- 
vates, regulars, volunteers, and militia, who served in the 
war of 1812 with England, and with the indian tribes, a part 


, of the public domain, to be appropriated to them according 
to their respective rank, as a just reward for their services. 


A. McLean, 
W illiain Steward, 
Joseph Biyant, 
Joel Oliver, 
Samnel Rush, 
Valentine Matlock, 
Wiliam Ritehie, 
Hugh foreman, 
William Riley, 
David Giving, 
Jonu V. Gray, 
‘thomas Pruitt, 
John Phagan Russel Bates, 
David Burton, James Mitchell. 
Van Boren, (Arxansas,) March 16, 1859. 


The memorial was referred to the Committee on 


R. ©. S. Brown, 
Wiliam Russell, 
Elijah Parker, 
Wiliam Oliver, 
Philip Stevens, 
Whitäsid Bourn, 
David Matiock, 
William G. Ramsey, 
Wiliam Howard, 
J mes Shinault, 
John F. Wintrey, 
John Pentz, 


n Military Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. CASS, it was ordered that 


| the legal representatives of John Baptiste de Lo- 


magne, on the files of the Senate, be referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES, 

Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, to which was referred the petition of 
Charles A. Grignon, asking compensation for ser- 
vices as an interpreter to the United States sub- 
agents for the Menomonee Indians, reported a bill 
for the relief of Charles Grignon; which was read 
and passed to a second reading. 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the bill to amend an 


* 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


916 


act; approved 3d March, 1837, entitled Anact to 
amend an act entitled. “An act for laying off the 
towns of Fort Madison and Bowlington, in the 
county of Des Moines, and the towns of Bellevue, 
Du Buque, and Mineral Point, ‘in the county. of 
lowa, Territory of Wisconsin, and for other pur- 
poses,”-approved: 3d. July , 1836, reported back the 
same-without amendment. tre Be 
«Also, from the same committee, to which was 
yeferred the bill to amend the act of 4th September, 
1841, granting preémption rights to settlers on the 
public lands, reported back the same, without 
amendment. : 
“Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the bill to equalize the grants of lands to 
the several Siates, reported back the same without 
amendment. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the Lill to grant to the State of Florida the 
lands the surveys of which are reported as “ im- 
practicable,” reported back the same with amend- 
ments. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the bill for the relief of Mariba Fairser- 
vice, reported back the same, with amendments. 

Also, from the same committee, asking to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the peti- 
tion of George Horn. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the petition of citizens of St. Louis, Mis- 
souri, residing in townships forty-three and forty- 
four, asking that settlers may be allowed to enter 
lands, submitted an adverse report on the same; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the petition of John Frazer and William 
Lindly, for the heirs of John G. Glendenin, sub- 
mitted an adverse report on the same; which was 

* ordered to be printed. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the memorial of the Legislature of the 
State of Wisconsin, asking a survey of the Me- 
nomonee purchase, submitted an adverse report on 
the same; which was ordered to be printed. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the petition of William Wallis, asking to 
be allowed to locate certain land, submitted an 
adverse report on the same; which was ordered to 
be printed. 


GEOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY OF CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. BORLAND. The Committee on Printing, 
to which was referred the motion to print the 
report of the Secretary of War in relation to the 
geography and geology of California, have in- 
structed me to report in favor of printing the same, 
and that five thousand additional copies thereof be 


printed, one thousand of which for the use of Col- į 


onel P. T. Tyson. 
that recommendation. The report is one which 
was received from General Smith by the War De- 


I will explain the object of | 


partment, and a large portion of it is made up | 


from reports by Colonel Tyson, of Maryland, a || 


private individual, who made explorations and 
surveys at his own expense. The whole report 
was made to the War Department, and the pa- 
pers of Colonel Tyson were sent in by the Top- 
ographical Bureau. The committee, not being 
aware of that fact, reported in favor of printing 
five thousand copies; but being informed that a 
portion of the report was the private property of 
Colonel Tyson, a motion was made to reconsider, 


and the report was recommitted to the Commiittee | 


on Printing. On examination, we find that the 
report is a very valuable one, and the committee 
have instructed me to report in favor of printing 
five thousand copies, one thousand of them to be 
given to Colonel Tyson, by way of remuneration 
for his labor. 

Mr. HALE. This is, I suppose, a work on 
geography, of which we now propose to print five 
thousand copies. There seems to be no end to this 
system of printing everything. I think the whole 
system wrong, and if the vote can be taken by 


yeas and nays, I shall be glad to record my vote : 


against it. 

Mr. PEARCE. I understand this report from 
the Topographical Bureau contains two papers, 
one submited by General Persifer F. Smith, 
touching upon land titles in California, and va- 
rious other matters of great public interest. It is 
a valuable paper, and should be in the possession 


The next is a geological report upon California. 
This was made by a gentleman from Maryland, 
Mr. Tyson, who isa chemist and a geologist of 
high reputation, and every way competent to 
make such an examination, and to prepare such a 
report. lt was made by him as an individual, in 
nowise connected with the Government. The 
paper was written by him probably with a view 
to publication, but it was desired by the head of 
the topographical engineers, and by many persons 
connected with the Government, and by members 
of Congress, that this paper should be submitted 
to Congress along with the report of General 
Smith. It was so submitted. Mr. Tyson thought 
that perhaps he was entitled to some compensation 
for the preparation of that paper. The committee 
were not disposed to allow him any compensation 
in money, but they thought it reasonable that he 
should be compensated in a way in which com- 


number of copies of a report for which an individ- 
ual had furnished materials, and they recommend 
it in this case. lt was done in the case of Doctor 
Wizlenzennus, who made a report while em- 
ployed as a surgeon in the army.in Mexico. He 
was compensated by a number of the copies of the 
report. It is proposed to compensate this gentle- 
man for his labor in the same way. Itisa very 
inadequate compensation, which will not amount 
in value to one-fifth part of his expenses; but it is 
proposed to give some sort of acknowledgment, 
rather than compensation, for his report. If this 


illiberal to refuse to give this gentleman some 
copies of his own work, the product of his own 
unaided labor. 

Mr. HALE. This seems to me to be going a 
step further than we have ever gone heretofore, [ 
know we have heretofore published very largely 
some documents for distribution. It is now pro- 
posed to buy the copyright—to buy private MSS. 
—and to give the author one thousand copies as 
the price of his proprietary right. I want to men- 
tion a single fact. A lieutenant of the Navy made 
an exploration of the country about the Dead Sea, 
under the direction of the late Administration, or 
the one that preceded it, I do not know which. 
That book has been published by the family of 
Lieutenant Lynch, and is now to be found in most 
of the bookstores, 
to know how long it will be before Congress will 
take that work for distribution. Ido not know 
why, if these books are valuable and worth print- 
ing, they have not found their way into market; 
for the bookseijers will print anything that is worth 
the price of printing and publication, Lieutenant 


nels through which books worth printing come 
there, But I suppose it is useless to undertake to 
arrest this thing; it has been going on increasing 


gent expenses of the two Houses for printing are 
counted by hundreds of thousands of dollars, and 
each session it is constantly increasing. 

Mr. BORLAND. I beg to say that I am as 
much opposed to this extravagance in the printing 
of public documents as any one; but,asa member 
of the Committee on Printing, I looked upon it in 
connection with the practice of the Senate, which 
has been to print reports from any department, 
communicating valuable information as to the vaiue 


| of public lands, and with respect to other branches į 
of the public interest; and when they are deemed `! 


of extraordinary interest and value, additional 
copies have been ordered to be printed. Regard- 


recommendation to print, as has been reported. 
from Maryland are satisfactory, so far as relates 


Colonel Tyson. As a general principle, I am, 
however, opposed to any of these extravagant or- 
ders to print. 

The question being taken, the report was con- 
curred in. 


i 
| 
i 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i 


PATENT OFFICE REPORT. 
Mr. BORLAND. I have been instructed by 


i the Comittee on Printing, to which was referred 


the motion to print the second part of the report of 


session of the country. That isan official paper. || additional copies; five hundred copies of which for 


pensation has often been made before, by givinga |: 


report is worth printing, surely it will be highly;! 


Ihave had many applications | 


Lynch’s book was one of that sort, and it found | 
its way to the public through the ordinary chan- :: 


constantly from year to year, so that the contin- || 


ing this as one of that character, Í agreed in the | 
E 
think the reasons given by the honorable Senator |: 


to the additional humber of copies to be given to | 


i: of this Government; I ho 
| daty of Congress to publish works on speculative 
i philosophy, or compilations on agriculture, or any 
| to ; : Similar subject not connected with 
the Commissioner of Patents, to report in favor of |: r 


of the Senate, and I think it should be in the pos- | printing the same, together with thirty thousand 


the use of the Commissioner. of Patents. This 
number is the same as was ordered last year. 

Mr. YULEE. I do not know that I shall in- 
terpose any distinct objection, certainly not any 
distinet motion, to the printing of the number of 
copies which has been recommended; but I think 
it may not be amiss to call the attention of the 
Senate to the extraordinary amount of printing 
that has been already ordered. I have been in- 
formed that there has been already ordered an 
; amount of printing by the two Houses which will 
i require the issue of ten thousand volumes a week 
| tili the meeting of the next session of Congress. 
| Now we propose to add thirty thousand volumes 
| more. This practice of printing books has gone 
i so far, that all efforts to arrest it seer to be so 
| entirely unavailing, that will not occupy the time 
| of the Senate with a motion; but I have thought 
| proper to bring to the notice of the Senate the fact 
which I have stated. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 
hear from the chairman of the Committee on 


| 
| 
| 


I should be glad 


' to 
|, Printing whether this part of the Patent Office 
|| Report has been examined; and if so, what is its 


| 
| general character—on what subjects it treats? 
| Mr. BORLAND. 1 will say that I have not 
| thoroughly examined this document—that | have 
‘ not scrutinized it with sufficient care and minute- 
| ness to specify its specific character. It is what is 
| called the agricultural portion of the report. As 
|! to the competency of the present Commissioner to 
| make a report of that kind, and as to the value of 
the information he has collected from other sources, 
| Lam not prepared to speak. kt would be impos- 
| sible, or woald take more time than the committee 
| have been able to bestow on it, to go into a thor- 
| ough examination of it. I have supposed that in 
| value it was about equal to its predecessors. [ 
j add for my own justification, that Lam no advo- 
|| cate for the printing of so large a number of this 
document, but I have conformed in my report to 
| the practice of the Senate. The committee have 
‘recommended the printing of the same number 
|, that was printed Jast year, and would leave it for 
į! the Senate to judge whether a document equal in 
li size to that of last year contains an amount of 
|: matter equally valuable. I will add, that of the 
[i first part, which relates to mechanic arts and in- 
i; ventions, we ordered theprinting of fifieen thousand 
į copies, and the House of Representatives have 
|; ordered the printing of one hundred and fifty 
i thousand copies of the two together; that is, fifty 
thousand copies of the first, and one hundred 
I can confirm the 


[ 
i 
i 


| 
|| thousand copies of the second 
| statement made by the Senator from Florida, that 
i to furnish the printing already ordered by the two 
Houses of Congress, the public printers and binders 
will have to send us ten thousand volumes per 


week till the next session of Congress. 1 wish 
simply to state these facts, without saying anything 
‘| in support of the proposition to print. 

' Mr. YULEE. I wish to inquire of the chair- 
ii man of the committee, what is the probable aver- 
| age cost of these volumes? 1 estimate it at not 
; less than $5 per volume, which would be $50,000 
per week from this time till the next session of 
: Congress. 

Mr. BORLAND. I think the Senator from 
| Florida over-estimates very largely the expense. 
o LT doubt whether the cost will exceed one-fifth, cer- 

tainly it will not exceed one-fourth of the sum he 
-has named. I may be wrong, but that is my im- 
i pression. 
; Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I did not intend, 
= by the inquiry that I made, to ask the chairman 
of the committee of the competency of the Com- 
i missioner to prepare a report upon an agricultural 
subject, or any other subject; nor does it much 
concern me, unless the subject be strictly connected 
' with the duties of his office. We have extended 
to this bureau of the Patent Office a great many 
©, subjects not connected with it; or, at least, not 
n designed by law originally. An agricultural bu- 
reau is growing up in it, and the proposition is in 
the minds of many that it should have a distinct 
organization, and be separated from the depart- 
: ment. This I hold to be no part of the functions 
d that it is no part of the 


5 } legislation. 
What is termed the ordinary number of these re- 


) ports is a very extraordinary number. I think we 
i should place a limit, that we ought to have checked 
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itlongago. We have become the great book-maker | 
of the country, and unless this is resisted, it bids 
fair to become one of the greatest drains upon the 
Treasury of the country. I doubt the propriety 
of having any other report than that connected 
with inventions which come before that depart- 
ment, and I shall object to the printing of any more 
than the ordinary number of this as a document 
of the Senate. I move, therefore, to amend the 
report of the committee so as to confine the num- i 
ber to the ordinary number of reports. We have 
on many occasions gone on to print documents of 
the character of which we had no opportunity to 
judge. What the report of the Commissioner of 

atents may be, is a matter of which every mem- 
ber of the Senate except the Committee on Print- | 
ing is now supremely ignorant. The chairman 
does not give that information which enables us to | 
arrive at any conclusion as to the value of the 


work; nor would I vote for it, if it were ever so |j 


valuable, as an agricultural document, to charge 
the Treasury with its publication, and to make 
Congress the medium of its circulation throughout 
the country. ; 

Mr. YULEE. With respect to the question | 
whieh I put to the chairman of the committee, | 
as to the probable average cost per volume, I will | 
say that I may have over-estimated it, as he seems 
to suppose; but I desire to state that there is, be- 
sides the printing, the expense of binding, the 
expense of the paper, the expense of folding, and 
of transportation by mail; and when all is taken į 
into the account, I doubt very much whether the 
expense will fall short of five dollars per volume. 

Mr. TURNEY. I hope, really, the Senate 
will not adopt the motion made by the Senator 
from Mississippi. it seems that the abuse com- 
plained of is not that we print too large a number 
of this document, but of others of much less im- 
portance. The people regard this of greater im- | 
portance than almost any other. The number | 
recommended to be printed by the committee is | 
thirty thousand, precisely the number printed at | 
the last session; there is, therefore, no evil grow- ; 
ing out of the printing of this document more than 
has heretofore existed. The cause of complaint is 
in relation to other documents; of which too large 
a number, it is said, have been printed. Now, 
because the Senate has acted wrong, perhaps hasti- ; 


ly, in ordering so large a number of other docu- į 


ments, it is proposed to cut off the printing of : 
public documents altogether. I am opposed to } 
this course; but I am in favor of the reform spoken 
of by other Senators; but let that reform fall upon 
other documents, and not that which is most ad- 
mired and called for by the great majority of the 
people. I hope the amendment will not prevail. 
Mr. RUSK. Mr. President, 1 wish to say one 
word upon this subject. I agree with the obser- 
vations that have been made that we are printing | 
too many documents. I have no sort of doubt of 
that. J think that the practice should be reformed. 
We print, I apprehend, too many of the Presi- | 
dent’s messages and accompanying documents, | 
which are temporary and political in their charac- 
ter, the interest of which passes away during the 
next year. It is the same way with a great many 
other documents that we print. They are docu- 
ments called for by the various interests of the 
country, commercial and manufacturing. We 
rint them in large documents and in large num- | 
ers. This is the only document which is issued | 
by the Government that is sought after by a very 
large class of the community—being the agricul- 
tural class. So far as my experience goes on the 
subject, I can confidently say that I have been 
called upon four times as often by my constituents, 
and by individuals in the various parts of the 
United States, for this document than I have for 
any other document published by Congress. And | 
it seems to me that if we are to begin a reform, we ; 
had better commence with those documents which | 
are temporary and political in their character, the 
interest of which passes away in a short time, and 
for which we are not called upon as frequently as 
we are for this document. t have heard some of 
the most intelligent agriculturists in the country 
say that this is vastly the best document that is 
printed by Congress. While I am for reform, I 
hope we will begin reform on the worst, and not 
on the very best document which -can be printed 
by Congress. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. We must begin 
to reform somewhere. I will venture to say, that 


if Congress will publish any work, of the least at- 
tractive character, and accompany it with plates, ex- 
ecuted in thestyle in which this report is published, 
they will have calls for it. But this is a question 
of the propriety of the printing of works of this 
kind by Congress, and not a question whether the 
work is a desirable one or not. If this is really so 
desirable, as represented by the Senator from 
Texas, let it be published on private account, and 
let. it find its way through the booksellers to the 
people who want it. If it were proposed to pub- 
lish the American almanac, and bind that, and 
send it through the country, we should have calls 
for it equal to those we have for this work. 

Mr. BUTLER, (in his seat.) And more too. 

Mr. DAVIS. My friend from South Carolina 


‘|; says we should have more; probably. The ques- 


tion is, whether we shall impose on the coun- 
try the expense of printing thirty thousand copies 
of this work, that we may distribute and send it 
out among our constituents. I think there is no 
justice in it—no foundation of authority for it to 
be drawn from the Constitution under which we 
act. Ido not object to this document in particu- 
lar. Tobject to the whole system; and most of 
all, when we attempt to run into speculative theo- 
ries, either on moral or physical subjects. I 
have not seen the report, but from the published 
extracts, and all I have heard of its character, I 
believe it to be one of the most visionary and 
speculative works ever presented to the public. 
Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, I believe that 
the Patent Office Report is the most popular paper 


| that is published by order of the Senate or House 


of Representatives; and for that very reason I 
think it is more likely to lead to abuse. I think it 
is through the Patent Office Report that we have 
been induced to publish and distribute many other 
reports which ought not to have gone into circula- 
tion. 

I agrée with my friend from Mississippi, that 
we ought not to give the sanction of this Senate to 
a paper of this kind, and make the Commissioner 
of Patents an official author. What is in this 
book I know not—no one has examined. it—and 
yet it is a book of statistics, purporting to be a 
book affecting and involving the agricultural in- 
terests of the country. The very name gives ita 
popular reputation, and hence the demand for its 
distribution. 

Sir, the cheapest book you can buy is the Pat- 
ent Office Report. If you go down to a friend 
with whom 1 lodge, a very worthy and excellent 
man, who carries on a very extensive bakery, the 
cheapest book you can buy there is the Patent 
Office Report. fe sends his bread round in it. 
This is making a very cheap use of this highly 
intellectual production. 

Mr. YULEE. Five cents per pound. 

Mr. BUTLER. I will say that it is very trou- 
blesome for me to distribute this book. | havea 


| great many constituents, and if I undertake to 


distribute this book, it will be but partially dis- 
tributed, unless 1 get enough for all of them. 
Some time ago I had quite a numer of these doc- 
uments in my bags. Before I reached home, 
however, my bags were broken into, and these 
books taken out, so that | was relieved of the ne- 
cessity of distributing them at all. I was very 
glad of it. That showed the estimation the peo- 
ple had of it. 

But, sir, | wish to ask what authority has Con- 
gress to print these books? Whence do we derive 
the power to publish a book containing agricultu- 
ral statistics? I have applications for these reports, 
containing speculative opinions upon agriculture, 
by persons who never had a grub hoe in their 
hands, who are familiar with none of the imple- 
ments, and none of the practical operations of a 
farm. I am opposed to the publication by-the 
Senate of books, the contents of which we know 
nothing. I think the precedent is bad; and, as 
the Senator from Mississippi says, we had better 
commence reform upon this most popular and 
most dangerous of all publications. 1 suppose, 
however, that we shall not succeed. I have aiways 
opposed this thing, and I shall doso now. Ido 
so, because I think it is wrong to print books upon 
the suggestion of any one that their contents are 
vastly important, or that they contain scientific 
suggestions, sometimes of one kind and sometimes 
of another. If this principle is to be carried out, 
we shall at last come to the point, that, whenever 
a member rises in his place and chooses to bestow 
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laudatory criticism upon one of: these official doc- 
uments, we shal! send it out as food, literary food, 
for the people, without ever examining. into the 
character of it. I am very glad that my friend 
from Mississippi has raised the opposition which 
he has to this measure, though I think it will 
prove unavailing. f 

Mr. BADGER. 1 know nothing myself of the > 
subject to which this book refers; I am not an ag- 
riculturist, and therefore am unable to judge of the 
value of the work. All that I know upon the sub- 
ject is, that there is no book published which is so 
generally sought for by plain men, unconnected 
with politics, and from which, if we may suppose 
and presume they are adequate judges, they derive 
material assistance in the prosecution of their agri- 
cultural employment. I therefore shail vote for 
printing the number of the report which the com- 
mittee have recommended, and I agree entirely 
with my friend from Texas, that if we are to be- 
gin a system of reform, and to cut off any sup- 
posed excess in the publication ef documents, we 
should begin with the political matter, published 
by so many hundred thousands of copies, which 
is of very little value to any, and of no value ex- 
cept to a very few persons. At all events, E am 
extremely unwilling, for one, to commence a sys- 
tem of retrenchment and reform upon the very ap- 
propriation which has not been found fault with, 
but which is the only boon, so far as f know, that 
Congress has ever bestowed upon the agricultural 
pursuits of the people of the United States. It is 
to be paid for with their money, and they desire 
it. It will impose upon me, I am aware, a good 
deal of trouble, which Lam not desirous of taking, 
in franking—for upon that subject I am like the 
Senator from South Carolina—but I will cheerfully 
submit to it asa means of distributing information ' 
among my constituents which they desire, and 
which is likely to be useful to them in the prose- 
eution of the cultivation of the earth. Iam ready 
to begin at any time, as the Senator from Texas 
says, in reforming this matter, but 1 want to begin 
at the other end. I do not desire to begin with 
cutting off what is really valuable. 

Mr. HUNTER. Itis now one o’clock, and I 
rise to call for the special order of the day. I 
move that the further consideration of this subject 
be postponed until to-morrow. 

Several Senarors. Let us finish with this first. 

The motion to postpone was rejected. 

Mr. RUSK. ‘Two objections have been raised 
to this proposition—one by the Senator from South 
Carolina, and the other by the Senator‘from Mis- 
sissippi. One seems to be that some individuals 
about the city use these documents for wrapping 
paper, or something of that description. This 
work, sir, is not to be chargeable with that; the 
blame falls on the officer or member of Congress 
who neglects to distribute a document which is 
very much sought after. The other onjentiog 1e 
from the Senator from Mississippi, and is, That 
there are plates in this work, and that if we pub- 
lish any books containing plates they will be much 
sought for by our constituents. 

Mr. DAVIS, (in his seat.) The plates and 
binding, I said, constituted two of the attractions. 

Mr. RUSK. I have had some occasion to look 
into this document, and to examine carefully the 
subjects with which it is connected, and it is my 
impression, from an examination of the matter, 
that we owe four times as much of the great and 


| unbounded prosperity of this country to the in- 


dustry and energy of our mechanics and laboring 
men as to any and all other sources put together. 
It is for that class of individuals more than any 
other that this book is published. It is not at the 
expehse of the Treasury at all, for the Patent 
Office, to which our ingenious mechanics go to 
obtain their patents, accumulates annually a very 
large fund, much more than sufficient to pay for 
this book. And it seems to me that anything 
which is calculated to encourage our agriculturists 
or our ingenious mechanics, who have done so 
much to elevate and advance this country to pros- 
perity, is certainly money very well spent, and 
under. these circumstances 1 shall vote for this 
proposition. I shall go into the reform to which 
Senators have referred very willingly. 81 know 
that we publish hundreds of documents and circu- 
late them throughout the country, the only object 
of which is to create a little political capital, which 
lasts no longer than a presidential term, and are 


| then thrown aside and forgotten. This book con- 
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tributes to the diffusion of information throughout 
the country, and “of agricultural statistics, which 
are permanent in their benefits, and do not pass 
away, as isthe case with the ephemeral political 
documents to which I have referred. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I am sorry to 
trouble the Senate again, but I must say that I 
think the Senator from ‘Texas has made an argu- 
ment more. conclusive against the printing of this 
document. than either the. Senator from South 
Carolina [Mr. Burier] or any other Senator who | 
has spoken on the subject. He said that it was | 
for the agricultural interest, and that it. would || 
be printed out of the patent fund, drawn from the 
mechanics and inventors of the country. 

Mr. RUSK. Not-out of the patent fund. 

“Mr. DAVIS. ‘Then .J understand the Senator 
to,.say. that the expense: of. the publication pro- 
posed is not to be borne by the patent fund. There- 
fore he now admits that the expense is to be borne 
by, the treasury, so far as the publication is con- 
cerned. The question being on the publication, it 
strikes me, then, that his argument falls to the 
ground. The Senator has dectared, what I suppose 
none will deny, that the toiling millions, agricultu- 
ral and mechanical, contribute more to the welfare į 
of the country than any other, 1 will not deny it, 
for it is the plainest proposition which could be 
presented. But will the toiling millions, agricul- 
tural or mechanical, be the recipients of this work | 
if itis published and franked through the mails? | 
L think. not. The friends and neighbors of the 
members of Congress alone will be the recipients; | 
and however agreeable it may be for members of | 
Congress thus to manifest their consideration for 
their correspondents, there are other considera- 
tions, higher and more important, to be consulted. 

“Mr..DAWSON. As I intend to vote against 
this. proposition, L desire tosay a word. It 1s said 
that this is the most popular of all the documents 
ordered to be printed by Congress. ThatI believe | 
to be true, and the reason for it is this: The agri- | 
cultural interest of the country is very desirous | 
that. some protection should be furnished them | 
by this body, and the only way to get the in- 


formation from which it ought to be realized || 


would be, by creating a bureau devoted entirely į 
to agricultural purposes. It is said that this is a 
document for the benefit of the agricultural inter- | 
ests. Now, | demand to know of the Senate | 
which this work is founded or this report is made? | 
Why, I recoliect that my own State was con- 
nected with agriculture, as referred to in the last | 
report, and it did not touch the subject of our |! 


J 
where the agricultural statistics are procured upon || 


the one hundred and thirty thousand copies are to 


will give to each Senator five. hundred velumes. 
Under this distribution there would be given to 
my colleague and myself, to distribute among 
some one hundred thousand persons, one thou- 
sand volumes, or five hundred each. In such a 
division how many would procure these volumes? 
One.in every one hundred. Why, sir, what will 
the ninety odd say? They will ask us at once, 
Do you make this publication with a view to ben- 
fit the. agricultural interests? ff so, you must 
publish coextensive with the wants of the coun- 
try. . But if you do it merely for your own grau- 
fication, or upon which to found practical le- 
gislation, make the number correspond with the 
requisition of the body which is in want of the 
information, Then the question is brought to 
this: Is the report one which you expect to derive 
any information upon which you intend to found 
action for the benefit of the country, or for either 


about one in every one hundred of our constitu- 
ency. This wish arises out of the desire that 
this Government shall establish a bureau of agri- 
culture, which shall furnish to us practical and 
reliable information in relation to agriculture. It 
cannot do it from the Patent Office. And I will 
take the occasion to say that the establishment of 
a bureau for this purpose will be much less ex- 
pensive to the country than the annual cost of 


and bind one hundred and thirty thousand copies 
of these volumes must cost $130,000 at least. An 


merely on the interest of that expense. 

By the census of 1850 the statistics and general 
information in regard to agriculture obtained by 
the marshals will be furnished, and the first report 
from the Patent Office after that period will con- 
tain all the information on the subject that can be 
relied on for the next ten years. The reports of 
the succeeding nine years, therefore, will be buta 
repetition of that information; and are we, then, 
to 
$130,000 each year, volumes that will be but a 
repetition of what has preceded them? I believe, 
with the Senator from Mississippi, that if we are 
to commence a reform in relation to these extrava- 
gant printing expenditures, there is no better time 
to do it than now. 

Mr. BORLAND. There is a single point on 


agricultural statistics—save, Í believe, in one | 
county, and that upon the subject of peas. Now, 
if we are to distribute information on which the 


agricultural statistics. 
Office ig not a practical farmer, neither is he 
writer on agricultural subjects, He is therefor 
not sufficiently informed on this subject, and any 


development he may make for the benefit of the i 
i 


agricultural interests is not to be confided in atall. | 
Why? Because he is neither practically nor the- |; 
oretically a farmer or a planter. His true the j; 
book is. popular, and why? Because it is a book | 
well bound, and treats on various interesting sub- || 
jects. But does it treat on any one subject con- i| 
nected with agriculture, from which any assistance | 
practically is to be derived, or eae Dew idea by 
which the agricultural interest is to be benefited 
I do not know that the other reports have fur 
nished one, and I have looked to them with@om 
degree of interest. 

Now, I should be in favor of establishing an |. 
agricultural bureau, putting a practical man at the | 
head of it, who can acquire the necessary inform- 
ation, and gather it from the necessary statistics, ʻi 


which I wish to remark. The question has been 
asked as to what would be the expense of publish- 


Mr. BORLAND. So [I understand. The present | 


from the amount of manuscript, ` 


work, judging 


will be about two hundred pages less in amount 


than the report of last year. Making an allowance ! 
for the plates and for binding, I suppose the cost |; 


this year per volume wiil not exceed fifty cents. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. How much will 
the plates cost? 

Mr. BORLAND. 
precision, but | suppose about two cents. On the 
most extravagant estimate the cost of the volumes 
will not exceed fifty cenis each. 

I wish to say one thing in reference to the re- 
mark of the Senator from Georgia in regard to the 
character of the information in these reports. He 
states that the Commissioner is not competent, 
either practically or theoretically, to make a valu- 
able report on agricultural subjects. I would re- 


be distributed; thirty thousand for the Senate | 


the agricultural or mechanical interests? None. |! 
| Then it is reduced to this idea: We merely pub- 
lish it to gratify the wishes of the country, or of 


publishing these volumes, which 1 do not consider |! 
of the least importance to the country. To print |; 


agricultural bureau can be created and kept up ; 


publish, year after year, at an expense of | 


I cannot estimate with any | 


which shall be procured in and through our vari- © mind the Senator that, as seen by referring to the 
ous marshals. Have gentlemen taken into con- work itself, it does not consist of information com- 
Sideration the immense quantity of printing this. municated by or of any speculations entered into 


publication alone will make? One hundred thou- :; by the Commissioner of Patents himself, but of | 


sand volumes have been ordered to be printed by |! statistics furnished to him, in response to circulars 
the other branch of Congress, and it is proposed | issued by him, by the most intelligent farmers and 


that thirty thousand shall be ordered by the Sen- © planters of the whole country. Even in my State, | 


ale. . Each of these volumes will contain about ` one of the most distant from the seat of Govern- 
ate hundred pages, and when the whole one hun- > ment and one of the newest, and where agriculture 
red and thirty thousand copies are ordered it |, has perhaps made as little progress as in any other 


will amount to sixty-five millions of pages. Then |! State, I know of a number of the most intelligent 


ii 


if 
i: farmers and planters who have been engaged for 
+ several years in collecting statistics and informa- 
| tion on these very subjects for the benefit of the 
| Patent Office report, and, through its distribution, 
' of the American people generally. It is from this 
lass of people that we get the most applications 
| for these documents. They believe it to be the 
most valuable document printed by Congress, and, 
indeed, the only one from which the agriculturist 
; derives any useful information. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Will the chair- 

; man of the committee inform the Senate whether 
i there has been any other document heretofore pub- 
lished which has been bound and which contained 
plates? for therein I think is the solution of the 
great demand for this document. 
I am not aware what has 
een the fact as to years past. I think we have, 
owever, printed documents containing plates—one 
recollect, in relation to sugar, was deemed of great 
i} value. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 
of the Patent Office report. 

Mr. BORLAND. It was published, I believe, 
under the coast survey, although it contained in- 
formation of great value to the agricultural inter- 
ests. I think also there have been various geo- 
ogical reports printed which contained plates, and 
! very interesting ones too. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Then I desire to 
ask another question, whether those reports were 


b 
h 
I 


That was a part 


| not in demand the instant they were published; 
|i and- whether, as the Senator will bear witness, the 


umber of copies were not insufficient to meet the 


emand ? 
Mr. BORLAND. This arose from the small 


It referred to a subject of 
So with the Patent Office report, 
| and hence the general demand for it. Every man 
| in the United States is interested in the agriculture 
| of the United States, and heseeks statistical inform- 
‘| ation on the subject, whereas geological informa- 
|; tion generally is in comparatively limited demand. 
|i Mr. BERRIEN. I would not trespass on the 
|| attention of the Senate with observations on a 
| question of this sort, but having the misfortune to 
| disagree with my colleague in the views he has 

intimated, and being under a strong conviction that 
|| I do but fulfill the wishes of the people of the State 
|| we jointly represent, in advocating the printing and 
Į! circulation of this report, I depart from that course 
|| on this occasion. Sir, I can bear testimony, from 
| years of experience, to the fact, that there is no 
| other document published by the authority of Con- 


the information it conveys; and thatis not the sta- 
tistics of agriculture, as it has been expressed—the 
results of agricultural labor—but the processes by 
which those results are produced. ‘Phis book con- 
tains a collection of information upon various agri- 
cultural subjects in regard to the processes by 
| which agriculture may be most advantageously 
conducted, and it is this information, and not the 
¿į amount of this or that product, which, generally 
speaking, constitute the statisucs of agriculture. 
. And that information it is not necessary that the 
| head of the Patent Office should be either a farmer 
ii or a practical agriculturist to communicate, He is 
| but the medium through Which these various re- 
| ports communicated to the Patent Office are again 
J circulated throughout the Union. And I believe I 
: can say for myself, and from the testimony of 

others, that much practical benefit has been de- 

rived from the perusal of these volumes, and that 

they were equetly in demand when formerly pat 

up without binding, without plates, and in a man- 

ner not creditable tothe American Congress. My 

colleague speaks of the number printed, one hun- 
;¿ dred and thirty thousand, and on that point the 
“argument is made to contradict itself. We are 
told of the vast expense which is to result fiom 
| the publication of a hundred and thirty thousand 
f copies, and then, in the next case, that the repre- 
} sentative portion assigned to each Senator for dis- 
ji tribution is vastly inadequate to the demand made 


1850: 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. | 


m 


919 


for them. The fact is, that we are about pursuing 
the course which we have done heretofore. The 
proposition here is to print thirty thousand copies, 
and we have no right to look to what the House has 
done on the subject; but, if wé are, E deduce from it 
the strongest argument.in favor of printing. The 
House are the immediate representatives of the 
people of the United States; are supposed to ex- 
press the wish of the people, and to be better 
informed in relation to their sentiments, coming as 
they do more immediately from them; and the 
vote they have given for the printing of a hundred 
thousand copies is a very distinct expression of 
what they believe to be the wish of the people on 
the subject. It is said that five hundred copies 
are to be given to each Senator, and my colleague 
gays, that, to a constituency of a hundred thou- 
sand, to whom they are to be appropriated, it will 
be a very inadequate supply. Why, the same 
argument would apply equally as an objection 
against the printing of any document whatever 
ander the authority of Congress. We can never 
print in sufficient quantities to give one to each in- 
dividual, though it might be more important with 
a view to the diffusion of certain political docu- 
ments than this. A copy of this report read by 
an intelligent farmer, and imparting to him inform- 
ation upon, the subject of some agricultural pro- 
cess, even if read by him alone, ifthe information 
was availed of, and conduced to a practical result, 
exerts a beneficial result within the circle in which 
the man lives. It is not, therefore, merely the 
man who reads who is benefited by it, but the 
whole of the immediate country, by seeing the 
practical beneficial results to which the information 
has led. I am not disposed to occupy the time of 
the Senate further on this subject. We have had 
every year the same difficulues in regard to the 
printing of this report, and every year the Senate 

as assen‘ed to the printing. t know that ldo but 
obey the wishes of my immediate constituents 
when I support this motion to print, and I feel it 
my duty thus to express what | believe to be their 
wishes, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I wish to return 


the Senator from Georgia the compliment he has | 


l wish to tell him-——- 


paid to Mississippi. 
If the Senator supposes that 


Mr. BERRIEN. 


anything | have said was intended as a reflection | 


on the State of Mississippi, he has entirely mis- 
conceived me. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I supposed the 
gentleman to intimate that only by persons want- 


ing in intelligence could it be that the work was | 


desired on account of the plates and binding, and 
that 

Mr. BERRIEN. I said of the citizens of 
Georgia, expressing their desire to have copies of 
this bovk, that they were too intelligent to be in- 
fluenced by the consideration that it was bound and 
contained plates, but that they valued it on account 
of the information which it imparts. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Then it was an 
oblique cut, or, if the Senator pleases, no cut at 
all. But as Georgia isthe mother of Mississippi, 
I must be permitted to appear in defence of the 
planters and farmers of Georgia. 
they are too intelligent and well informed about 
their own interests to go to a work like this to as- 
certain how they shall rear their stock or culti- 
vate their land. L think, if the gentleman himself 
was a practical farmer and planter, as able as he 
isa lawyer, he would have held other views on 
this occasion. I would like to know how a farmer 
ora planter of Georgia will derive any benefit from 
a treatise, however beautifully or ably written it 
may be, upon the humble bee, or from plates 
of bugs, beetles, and lizards, however well exe- 


cuted they may be? They will laugh to scorn: 
Yet there are, no doubt, | 
among them many curious and speculative minds, | 
who would desire to posséss in their libraries a | 


any such proposition. 


work of this kind, if ably written, and particularly 


if it was illustrated with plates and neatly bound, | 


and sent to them free of cost. But to the practical 
farmer and planter it contains no information ia 
the least degree useful to him in his agricultural 
pursuits. 

Mr. BERRIEN. The Senator from Missis- 
sippi seems*to be better informed in relation to the 
planting interests of Georgia than her immediate 
representatives, and he supposes that if I had qylti- 
vated the earth with-as much diligence ag. I had 
the profession of the law— ~- q 


I contend that | 


Mr. DAVIS, (in his seat.) Reached the same 
elevation. f 7 

Mr. BERRIEN. I should have arrived at the 
same conclusion to which he has. F beg to say to 
the Senator from -Mississippi that for forty years 
I have been a cultivator, und that I have been in 
the habit of looking into the process of cultivation, 
and of conversing with intelligent planters of my 
State on the subject. I profess, then, not to ex- 
press an opinion, but to be delivering testimony 
before the Senate, when I say, and repeat, that 
this book receives the approbation of the entire 
body of planters of the State of Georgia. I say 
i that [ am delivering testimony, and not expressing 
an opinion; for I have conversed with them, and 
corresponded with them, in relation to this work. | 
i; did no more when $ rose before, having the mis- 
| fortuue to differ with my colleague, than to express 
| what I believe to be the feelings and wishes of the 
| people of my own State, and my personal convic- 
tions, after forty years’ experience. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 1 inferred, from 
the high elevation which the gentleman had 
reached in the profession of the law, and from the 
maxim of Lord Coke, that the law was a jealous 
mistress and allowed none to share her favor, that 
the gentleman was not a practical farmer at the 
same time that he was so distinguished: in the diffi- 
cult and abstruse science of the law. But I will, 
without expressing my own opinions further, say 
that if the planters of Georgia come to Congress 
i| to learn how to cultivate their lands; if this Gov- 
ernment is to become the agricultural instructor of 
the people, then, as I have heard it was remarked 
by one who was honored when living, and is still 
remembered for his practical wisdom, (Nathaniel 
Macon,) in such case the time will soon arrive 
i when the people will have to import their seed 

corn. 
Mr. FOOTE. I have been in the habit of 
one under consideration, and it is with some pain 
that | announce my unwillingness to do so on th: 
present occasion. I find, upon inquiry among my 


none of them yet have had an opportunity of 
examining the contents of the remaining volume. 
ii They cannot, therefore, vouch for its contents, 
and we must take everything concerning it upon 
presumption. Weare to take it for granted that 
| the remaining volume will not be more valuable 
| than the first volume, a specimen of which I hold 
in my hand. [at least do not think it unreason- 
able to take it thus for granted. It is styled, 
| Report of the Commissioner of Patents for the 
year 1849: Part the lst.” Now, sir, part the 
| first, so far as I have heard, is considered by all 
who have read it to be the most ridiculous product 
tion which has ever made its appearance in this or 
any other country. [| undertake to say that this 
| book contains more to startle the man of taste, 
more to disgust the man of judgment, and more to 


head with mortification at the idea that it was 


any book of the kind which has ever forced itself 
on the attention of the American public. The 
very title page alarmed and horrified me, and it 
i| will, in my opinion, to some extent, justly exclude 
the book from the consideration of all intelligent, 
| practical, and patriotic men—in the South, at 
| least. I will read it: 
{| “ Report of the Commissioner of Patents, 
For the year 1849. Part 1. Arts and Manufactures, 

Embracing the Commissioner’s views of the 

Origin and progress of Invention. 

The Moturs—Chiet Levers of Civilization. 

Proposed Appiieations of the Patent Fund : 
l. Publication of Specifications; 2. Preparation ofa 
General Analytical and Descriptive Index of Inven- 

tous; 4. Inssisution of National Prizes. 
And on the Propulsion of Steamers. 
With an fotroduction.*? 


By whom? f 
estly proposed to us, that, under the auspices of 


|| tosuch views, practical, philosopical, and philan- 
|| thropical, as Mr. Greeley may suppose—he being 
| the most distinguished champion of what is called 
| Socialism in this country—may tend to attain 
i most certainly the great practical purposes to 
which he devotes his life. I will not trouble the 
Senate by reading any very extended extracts 
i| from this strange production of Mr. Greeley’s— 
| filled with things as.strange as ever emanated from 
his strange mind. Weare all aware that he is a 


voting for appropriations of the character of the: || 


friends who recommend this appropriation, that | 


cause a high-spirited American to hang down his | 


published under the sanction of Congress, than | 


By Horace Greeley. So itis mod- |! 


Mr. Greeley, we shall give authority and sanction | 


philosopher and philanthrophist of the strong Ab- 
oliuen stripe. He closes his introduction to this 
report. with this extract: 1M 

“ The value of the suggestions herein contained, to in- 
ventors and discoverers, cannot be over-estimated ; whilé 
it is bélieved that the ranks of these benefactors of man: 
kind are destined soon to be largely recruited from those of 
the engineers, machinists, mechanics, &c., &c., whom {bis 
work will fire with a noble ambition to. tread the paih te 
eminent usefulness and fame, which here opens broadly, 
invitingly, before them. in fine, it is believed that, as a 
text-book of labor, signally calculated to incite all to lives 
of active heneficence and lofty achievement, this treatise 
will commend itself to the understandings and hearts of 
thousands, awaking a generous ambition and a just selt- 
reliauce in many breasts hitherto responsive. to no bigherF 
summons than that of sensual appetite, or sordid. interest, 
or sluggishly bewailing their limited opportunities, and the 
niggard dispensations of fortune. In the faith that such re- 
sults must follow its general perusal, this report is earnestly 
cominended to the regard of the philanthropic, and the study 
of the young. May its diffusion be commensurate with its 
merits.?? 


It is intended, it will be seen, for the benefit of 
the young, and in aid of certain philanthropical 
schemes to which Mr. Greeley and his associates 
have been devoting themselves for some years past, 
much to the edification of the country, but some- 
what to the embroilment of the social harmony of 
the land. The very fact that Mr. Greeley’ was 
employed to write the introduction’ is sufficient to 
damn the work with me, and render it utterly 
worthless in my consideration, Muchas I dislike 
to troub'e the Senate, I will read an extract or two 
to prove that my comments are not too harsh or 
undeserved. 

Mr. BORLAND. One word of explanation, if 
the Senator will permit me, may save him that 
trouble. His comments, so far as they apply to 
Mr. Greeley and the introduction to this work, 
are all very just; but it so happens that that is not 
the work now before the Senate which it is pro- 
posed to print. (Laughter.] 

Mr. FOOTE. 1l understand that, perfectly. 

Mr. BORLAND. A copy of the work to which 
j| the Senator refers was procured by Mr. Greeley 
in some way unknown to the Commissioner of 
Patents, and has been published to the world. It 
has not been printed as yet by Congress at all, but 
the original report of the Commissioner has been. 
directed to be printed by the Senate, and fifteen 
thousand copies of it ordered. The second report, 
: now before the Senate, istheagricultural portion, or 
| a compilation of the information sent to the care of 
i the Commissioner of Patents, and with the prep- 
aration of which I suppose that officer has not 
had a great deal to do; because the information 
was collected under the supervision of Dr. Lee, 
who is connected with the Patent Office for that 
purpose, and has been arranged and presented by 
him. So all the remarks of the Senator from Mis- 
sissppi have ro iapplication to the subject before 
| us at all. 

Mr. FOOTE. With the utmost desire to ob- 
jÍ tain information on this subject, I have listened 
| attentively to what has just fallen from the Sena- 
tor from Arkansas; but I must confess I Have not 
obtained a particle from him. I knew exactly as 
much in regard to it before my friend made hia 
remarks as I do now. I was referring to the fist 
| part of this same report, the second part of which 
it is now proposed to print at the expense of the 
Government, and, on the principle embodied in 
i the Latin maxim, ‘* ex uno disce omnes,” I thought 
I had a specimen, and a very favorable specimen, 
of the whole work before us. This first part of 
the report, to which I referred, it appears, was 
! farnished to Mr. Greeley, and under his aid and 
sanction, sent forth to the world, for the purpose 
of adding to the fame and getting up a little popu- 
larity in advance for the Commissioner of Patents. 

I eee my friend from Arkansas to inti- 
|| mate that Mr. Greeley got possession of the first 
j part of the report surreptitiously.. If so, he ought 
F 


to kave been exposed long since by the Commis- 
| sioner of Patents, and denounced in the public 


prints, or punished as the crime would deserve. 
Now, although I am certainly not a man to sym- 
pathize with Mr. Greeley, yet, much as I abhor 
his course and detest his paper, and the man him- 
self, I do not believe he is so great a villain as 
surreptitiously to abstract documents from the 
i files of this body and publish them to the world. 
i it was published, I undertake to say, with the 
11 sanction of the Commissioner; and it was with the 
lj intention of putting the whole report under his 
| auspices that Mr. Greeley was requested to write 
ij the introduction, an extract from which | have 


i 
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| 
| 
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read, ‘It was done with a view of securing popu- 
larity for the work in advance. I say, therefore, 
that I ‘must consider the whole work as stamped | 
with those moral sentiments to which l object, as {| 
J must to-everything with which Mr. Greeley has 
any connection, . I am not willing, for one, to con- 
aent-that Mr. Greeley shall perform, on any ocea- 
sion, such a task as that to which he: has been called | 
on this occasion. Iam unwilling that the Govern- 
ment shall appropriate a dollar to the -publica- | 
tien of a report, the first part of which has. seen 
the ‘light under circumstances so suspicious. I 
am: perfectly. aware that- the proposition before | 
us is to.appropriate money for the publication of 
the remainder of the report, but I believe we ought 
not to have appropriated a dollar for the publica- 
tion of any part of it. I believe the Committee on 
Printing, if they could have fully investigated. the 
whole subject before they entered upon it so far as 
they have, would have pronounced the whole book 
unworthy the consideration of the country, and 
have"recommended, instead of the publication of ; 
any part of it, its being burnt up, if necessary, | 
even by thecommon hangman. Whatis this first 

volume? A considerable part of it proves to be a 
long paper, an extensive production, that appeared 
in a periodical of February, 1849. It comprises I 
do not know how many pages, but at least forty 
or fifly, or more, which was published long 
ago in the Franklin Journal, and has been read by į 
all who felt inclined to do so. Now it is gravely 
brought’ forward again, and the American Senate | 
is called upon to reprint this production of the į 
Commissioner, for the purpose of extending ‘his | 
own fame, and giving some eclat to those under | 
whose auspices he professes to act. I will, how- | 
ever, say, that if the Senator from Arkansas will | 
assure me that he has looked into the remaining | 
volume to ascertain whether it contains informa- 
tion really valuable, 1, for one; from the high re- 
spect which [ entertain for that gentleman, am 
willing to vote for the proposition. 
stand from him, and other members of the com- 
mittee, that they have no means of judging as to its | 


i 


| 


character that are not possessed by us all, and that |} 


they are not prepared to state what the report will | 
be, or to assert, from their own knowledge, that the 
second part of the report will be at all more val- 
uable than the first part, to which I have referred. 
It may contain valuable information, as has been 
stated; but 1 am unwilling, from an examination | 
of the first part of his report, and from a slight ac- | 
quaintance with the Commissioner, to believe that | 
his judgment is so far to be relied on as to justify | 
us gin presuming that the agricultural portion of | 
the work, is better digested and of a more valua- © 
ble character than that part of it which has been |! 


i 
| 
| 
| 
f 
| 
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published. Distrusting his judgment, as I do, and / 


regarding him as among the most visionary of | 
men, I am not willing to rely upon his judgment | 
in these matters. By way of showing how vision- | 
ary a man he is, 1 will read an extract or two || 
from his work. See how he dashes on in the |i 
following paragraph, which 1 will read from the j 
twelfth page; i 

“The faculties of those who talk of Jimits to knowledge 
and to the fruits of knowledge, are nascent. "They 
neither full nor half-grown ideas of man’s powers, and the 
miracles in agriculture, chemistry, aud mechanics, be has to 
perform.. Would they judge of the future by the past, or 
deterinine what is to be by whatis? Do they think the 
earth is to remain as now—the greater part arid moors, dark 
forests, and morass? A larger, much larger, proportion of 
their own species, too, is destitute of mental and moral cui- 
tivation! Why, man is only entering on his task—by a few 
preliminary and scattered experiments preparing himself to 
set about it” 


On the 15th and 16th pages I find the following 

“There is, moreover, a morality belonging to the arts that 
as yet has been little heeded; a lever, hammer, pulley, 
wedge, and screw, are actual representations of great iggural 
truths, and the men who reveal them may be said t@have 
been inspired. The divine afflatus flows through many 
channels. In fact, all truths are allied; the decalogue being 
an exponent of moral, as our mechanical inventions of 
physical, and axioms in science of philosophical verities; 
hence, whatever science discovers and art applies is divine, 
and ultimately tends to eradicate evil; indeed, all teach- 
ings begin with the arts, and noth:ng is more certain than 
that all must end with them. If we giance at existing na- 
tions, we invariably find those that excel in arts and sciences 
most deeply imbued with moral principles, the foremost and 
most active in the benevoient enterprises of the age. 

& Inventions, then, are revealers and expounders of the 
practical doctrines of civilization, and more than any other 
Class have they shown us how to lessen life’s evils and mul- 
tipiy its good. The connection of morals with expanding 
science and art, and the necessity of their union to the ele 
vation of the species, are beginning to elicit attention. It is 
Row ‘perceived that deviations from principles of science— 
either in agriculture, arte, manufactures, in processes or 
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| toil, in spending strength for naught. 


i explored, and universally applied, can man attain his des- 


| diving thing is furnished with organs adapicd to its nature, 
! and the theatre ofits existence; and on the proper applica- ; 


But I under- |! 


pursuits of any kind—are errors ; and all errors, in an ex- 
tended sense, are sins—are violations of Divine laws, And, 
though sins of ignorance, they carry, and will forever carry, ; 
their punishment with them—viz: in imperfect results, and | 
the infliction of unnecessary inconvenience, expenses, and 


«Not ill meehanical as weil as ethical science is fully 


tiny, and evil be swept from the earth.’? 


I will only read one extract more: _ 

“ Ft is irrational to suppose that happiness of any kind 
can be realized except as the reward of efforts 10 attain it. 
In tbi- respect ants and angels are probably alike. Every : 


lion of these its enjoyments aud their augmentation are i 
made to depend. Knowledge comes not to us hy intuition, | 
und the tenderest insect perishes that uses not the means i 
given it to live. All are ordained to preserve life by the dil- | 
igentemployment of their faculties, and all are urged there- | 
toby the most pressing of natural requirements. The spirit ; 
of the injunction that man should earn his bread by the 
sweat of his brow, was therefore nothing new, since it had 


‘| been imposed as a condition of life and of the enjoyment of | 


i life from the beginning. Indeed it is not conceivable how 
! any of earth’s denizens could have been disciplined for the 
work assigned them, had not their energies been stimulated 
into action by privations. Man certainly eould not, as the 
story of Eden proclaims; philosophy and experience unite 
n declaring that, had he b en encircled with perpetual ease 
wd abundance, the sloth and the glutton, with a mind tor- 
pid as in zoophytes, bad become united in him. His sin 
was indolence, and in a national point of view tbat in- 
cludes all others; it is one for which there is no forgive- 
ness—can be none. He preferred, and so have his unre- 
| Claimed and haif-reclaimed descendants to this day, to live 
oa spontaneous food rather than earn it by Libor as comi- 
manded; hence it was a biessing to expel him—a curse to 
let him stay. Had be been permitted in loose idleness to 
live, rude nature’s state had been our state to-day— 


“c With brother brutes the human brute had grazed.” 


Work is a real blessing, then. 
Commissioner of Patents has found out. 
very sage views on the origin of man and other 
animals are then presented; more poetically grand, 
! more brilliant, more fanciful, more Byronic than 
any of the most fanciful poems that Lord Byron 
ever produced: 

“As with man, so with all terrestrial creatures. None 
; came until the earth was ready to receive them. Every gen- 
eration had its Eden, in which its first representatives burst 
i into being, and were nourished till strong and numerous 
enough to emigrate.” 

Such is the stuff which fills the first part of this 
report, as published in the city of New York, 
after being looked over by Mr. Horace Greeley, 
admired by him, and commended by him to the 
favorable consideration of the Congress of the 
United States and of the nation at large. Icon- 
| clude, sir, as I began, by saying, that what I have 
seen of the first part of this work called the Report 
! of the Commissioner of Patents, admonishes me, 
j in the absence of any specific statement on the 


i part of the committee, of their knowledge of the 


| 
| 
{ 


itis highly unsafe and impolitic for us to vote one 


single dollar for the publication of the second part. | 


E think that, for the present at least, until we have 


a practical man in the office of the Commissioner į 


of Patents, it would be better to decline publishing 
any more Patent Office Reports. 

Mr. RUSK. 
the vote is taken. 


any defence of Mr. Greeley, or of the Commis- | 
sioner of Patents, or of that part of his report | 
So far į 
as the observations of the Senator from Missis- | 
sippi go, upon that portion of the report, it is | 
it 


which has been read and commented on, 


locking the stable door after the horse is gone, 
is already done. 


Mr. FOOTE. 


part first of the Patent Office Report. What it is 


now proposed to print is part second of the same || 


report. 
Mr. RUSK. All that part which has been read 


and commented on has been already printed, and | 


is not now before the Senate. The Committee on | 
Printing, as 1 understand it, now propose to pub- 
lish the agricultaral information accompanying the 
Patent Office Report. What the Senator from 
Mississippi has read to the Senate has nothing on 
earth to do with what is now proposed to be pub- 
lished by the Senate. The manner in which this ` 
agricultural information is collected, | understand, 
is this: There is a clerk in the Patent Office who. 
superintends the collection of information of this | 


kind, by sending circulars all over the country to | 
the most intelligent farmers, planters, and others || 


engaged in agricultural pursuits. Answers are | 
sent by the individuals, addressed to the Commis- | 


sioner of Patents, giving the information sought. | 


At least, so this | 
Some ; 


Intrinsic value of the remainder of the report, that | 


1 desire to say a few words before | 
I do not intend to enter into || 


I am sorry to interrupt my | 
friend, but he will find that what I read from was ` 


of the Printing Committee who has examined into 
i this report has yet risen who is prepared to vouch 
| for the value of the contents of the remaining por- 
tion of it. I may, perhaps, sir, as a friend of mine 
suggests, have been guilty of some inconsistency 
about this matter, | may, in accordance with the 
course I have always pursued heretofore, have ex- 
pressed my willingness to appropriate money for 
the publication of the first part of this report. 
i Certain it is that, if I did so, it was at a period an- 
terior to the examination of the work which I have 
subsequently made. I have become subsequently 
satisfied that the first part atleast is valueless; that 
itis worse than valueless, and that the publication of 
it by this Government will be disgraceful to the 
Government. Being thus perfectly satisfied, after 
such an examination, I for one felt bound to inquire 
of the committee whether or not they had ex- 
| amined the second part, and were prepared to 
vouch for its intrinsic value. They answer no; but 
they still urge the appropriation, and upon what 
grounds? Upon the ground that it may contain 
valuable information. The Senator from Texas 
{Mr. Rusg] has not examined, and cannot vouch 
positively for the value of the remaining portion 
of the report, but he says it may be valuable. 
Why? Because it is devoted to some extent to 
agriculture. Well, sir, the first part of the report 
is devoted to the progress of the mechanic arts, 
and so forth. This first part, sir, has a very lofty 
title, too. No man certainly is more inclined than 
I am to place a proper value upon mechanical oc- 
cupations, and I hope my friend from Texas wiil 
join me in that respect. So far as the title of the 
first part of this work was concerned, we had a 
right to expect something valuable. We have 
been disappointed. No one undertakes to defend 
it. It is conceded to be a very poor production, 
and yet the Commissioner of Patents, | under- 
stand, isa mechanic by original occupation. If 
capable of being practical upon any subject in the 
world, it must therefore be upon mechanic arts; 
yet that part of the production of his intellect 
which is devoted to the mechanic arts is confess- 
edly a most signal and absurd failure. What, 
therefore, is the ground for the assumption of the 
'| Senator from Texas [Mr. Rusx] that.the remain- 
der of the report must necessarily be so valuable 
as to justify us in making the appropriation now 
asked at your hands? What is the title of the 
remainder of the report? ‘ Report of the Com- 
missioner of Patents for 1849, part Qu, Agricul- 
ture.” Is the Commissioner of Patents better 
acquainted with agriculture than with the mechanic 
arts? 

Mr. RUSK. Will the Senator yield me the 
floor for a moment? 

Mr. FOOTE. Certainly, for an explanation. 

Mr. RUSK. I take it for granted that, follow- 
ing the rule which has been adopted for some 
years past, this portion of the report contains in- 
formation upon the subject of agriculture, sent to 
the Patent Office from all parts of the country in 
reply to the circulars to which I referred when [ 
was last up. The information having been ob- 
tained in this manner from farmers and others, 
and afterwards prepared as in former ycars, by a 
| clerk in the Patent Office, employed for that pur- 
| pose, Í take it for granted that there is nothing of 
; the Commissioner’s work in it at all, and nothing 


i 


+ but the information which has been collected from 


| all quarters of the country, 

| Mr. FOOTE, If my friend be correct, the re- 
| mainder of the work is not the Report of the Com- 
| missioner of Patents at all. They now claim that 


j 
j 
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i 
| the remainder of the reportshall be published, be- 
; Cause it is not the production of the Commissioner 
of Patents; it is the production ofa clerk. Hf it 
| be not what it purports to be—if it be not the Re- 

portaef the Commissioner on Patents, then let the 

gentleman introduce a resolution to publish the 
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report prepared by the clerk in the Commissioner’s 
office, specifying his name. If, upon examina- 
tion, they find out that the clerk was permitted to 
pursue a course in preparing this matter for publi- 
cation at our hands, not heretofore customary, let 
them pursue this course. But they do not know 
it. This Commissioner of Patents is the superin- 


tendent of the whole department; the clerk is a |! 
Is any one prepared to assert |! 
ji after it is compiled? Sir, I have referred to the 


mere subordinate. 
that the Commissioner of Patents devolved this 
duty upon the clerk without exercising that super- 
intendent vilgilance over him which is required 
ofhim?. [fso, he has not done his whole duty; 
he has neglected to perform his duty, which is, to 


exercise a superintendent discretion over all the ji 


labors of his office; to give his mind, his best | 
faculties to the whole subject of the report, so that | 


every part ofthe report may be prepared in a` 


practical manner, as the reports of the Commis- 
sioners of Patents have been heretofore. But, sir, 
if he surrendered this part of his duty entirely to 
the clerk, he is unfit for the office, and the sooner 
he is expelled from it the better. If he retained į 
in his own hands this part of the task as well as | 
the first part, and performed this duty as unskill- 
fully, as fancifully, as unpractically, as ridicu- 
lously as the first part, then itis most clear that 
the whole report is not only valueless, but that we 
will more or less take from the dignity of the 
nation by giving our official sanction to it in the 
manner proposed. I. do not care what position 
gentlemen assume; whether this is the production 
of the clerk or of the Commissioner of Patents, 
unless they are prepared to say that they have 
gone into a full examination of the matter, and as- 
certained that the report is valuable enough to be 
printed, 

A friend has placed in my hand a memorandum | 
upon this subject, which states what is the con- ! 
current opinion of all the practical men with whom 
I have conversed upon this subject. I will read 
the facts which it contains. Jt is speculative and | 
full of blunders. 
with plates of mushrooms and fungi, a very ; 


curious history of the humble bee, and a map of |: 


statistics from the newspapers of the country. It | 


will cost $1 50 a copy to print it. 


the House will cost $150,000; the thirty thousand , 
copies ordered by the Senate $45,000; making in | 
all $195,000. The writer of this memorandum | 


also says, “ I have examined the book and believe ;; 


it to be a mass of trash; the substance of it has 
been printed over and over again.” ] 
it, and yet it is urged at the present time by gen- 


tlemen who do not profess to know anything of |! 


the value of the book, but would indulge a pre- |; ires 
i and yet the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Foote] | 


sumption in favor of the merits of the book, al- 
though all the facts show the reverse, The book 
is utterly valueless. For one, sir, ĮI cannot sustain 
the motion of my friends, although gentlemen 
with whom I should be delighted to vote, if they 


were prepared to give me the information I desire. |, 


fam unwilling to vote upon any presumption, 
and especially on one, based in part, at least, upon 
the authority of one Horace Grecley, chief of social- 
ism in the city of New York. [ tell my friends that 
they will find themselves, after a while, a good 
deal surprised and mortified, when they see in the 
remainder of this book the principles of socialism 
advocated by Horace Greeley, successfully pre- 
pared for publication and diffusion through this | 
Government, in the second part of the report of 
the Commissioner of Patents. I do not say that 
such will be the fact, but it is just the sort of 
thing I should be prepared to see emanate from ; 
this Commissioner of Patents. Mr. Greeley, and 
his whole system of greelyism, abolitionism, and 
fanaticism generally, I hold in the utmost contempt. 
I will not touch, taste, or handle the unclean thing 
in any shape or form. The name of Greeley and 
of other kindred spirits, is sufficient to send a 
thrill of horror through my veins; it creates in my 
mind feelings of distrust; and I feel bound, as a 
practical honest man, and as a patriot, to yield to 
those feelings. 

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, one of the most 
sagacious statesmen that Virginia ever sent to the 
national legislature, the late John Randolph, de- 
clared some twenty years ago that such was his 
judgment of the downward tendency of things in 
the Federal Government, that the day would 
speedily arrive when a reference to the Constitution 
of the United States, as a reason why a power 


It contains learned treatises, ;' 


The one |; 
hundred and eighty thousand copies ordered by |: 


No doubt of || : é „disc } 
| duty, by sending circulars requesting information | 


; should. not be exercised, would be treated as a 
| breach of order. I do not know whether that day 
has yet arrived, but I fear that an objection taken 
to the exercise of this power by the absence of 
; constitutional right, if he who suggests it is not 
called to order for making the suggestion, will have 
very little support. Now, sir, E humbly submit 
to this Senate, what right have we either to author- 
ize the compilation of this book, or to sanction it 


; Constitution, and trite though it be, the sentence 


This book emanates from the Patent Office. 
what authority did we create this Patent Office? 
By the authority of the Constitution. 
clause as follows: “Congress shall have power to 
‘promote the progress of scienee and ‘useful 
tarts.” How? ** By securing, for a limited time, 
‘to authors and inventors, the exclusive right to 
| ‘their respective writings and diScoveries.”? And 
hat is the whole extent of the power that is 
granted. ‘Congress shall have power to pro- 


butin a manner strictly circumscribed—that is, 
“ by s€curing, for a limited time, to authors and 
writings and discoveries”? Now, sir, what is 
proposed? 


and the useful arts, is to sanction a usurped au- 
thority, on the part of this Patent officer, in these 
compilations of Heaven knows what, and then to 


: money. Gentlemen have said it is time to stop 
this abuse, and to go into reforms. I say itis no 
; reform—none whatever. 
be a restriction on the abuse of powers that are 


them. {t is no reform to refuse to exercise a 
‘powerthat is not only not granted, but thatis 


strictly prohibited by the very terms of the grant i: 


! referred to. 
have been ordered on the amendment; if not, f 
; call for them now. 

; The yeas and nays were ordered. 

: Mr. TURNEY. 
amendment of the Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. 
Davis,] and for the report of the committee. 
shall not be misled by the arguments of the Sena- 
tor from Mississippi [Mr. Foore] in relation to 
the Commissioner of Patents, Mr. Greeley, or 
anybody else. J understand that this document 
' consists of information acquired by a clerk in the 
Patent Office, who is assigned to discharge that 


to the various portions of the United States. In- 
formation has been thus acquired for years past, 


; says that the present Commissioner of Patents 
ought to be removed from office if he has confided 
| the performance of this duty inaclerk. Why, 
| sir, that argument and that sentence’ would have 
removed the late Commissioner of Patents from 
: office, and would be ample justification for the re- 
moval of Mr. Burke. 

Mr. FOOTE. Will my friend from Tennessee 
bear with me fora moment? I know he does not 
mean to misrepresent me. 1 endeavored to say, 


cretion, and had confided it exclusively to the 
clerk or to any subordinate, without exercising 
himself a superintending vigilance over his labors, 
he had failed to perform his duty, and ought to be 
expelled from the office on that account, because 
itis his duty to attend to all the business of the 
department, and to perform the more dignified 


Commissioner of Patents ever confided that por 
tion of the work now under consideration exclu- 
sively to a clerk, and did not employ that discrim- 
inating judgment for which he is so remarkable 


office which 1 always thought before he so much 
; adorned that the Government could not but lose 
honor by his ejection. 

Mr. TURNEY. Ido not think that either the 
present or the late Commissioner of Patents could 
have much time to look over, revise, or cull this 
| information acquired by the cierk in reply to the 
| circulars sent out. Sir, his duties are onerous. 
| He has as much as he can possibly perform in 


s short, and I beg leave to read it to the Senate. | 
By, 


I read the : 


i mote the progress of science and of useful arts;’’ |! 


inventors the exclusive right to their respective |; 


What has been done over and over ! 
again, to promote, it issaid, the progress of science į 


diffuse them by an appropriation of the public | 


I understand a reform to | 


granted, or an exemption from the exercise of | 
I do not know if the yeas and nays | 


I intend to vote against the : 


L 


as plainly as I could, that if the Commissioner of | 
Patents has failed to exercise a superintending dis- ! 


: portion of that duty himself. That is all l intend- $; 
‘ed to say. Now, if it can be shown that the late 


in the preparation of this matter for publication, : 
then I say that he was properly ejected from an | 


the late nor the present Commissioner had much to 
do with the preparation of this part of the report, 
and inmy judgment, this clerk would be a more 
| competent and better judge in relation to agricul- 
i tural matters, than either the late or the present 
; Commissioner of Patents; and I would sooner 
i| rely upon a written argument upon agricultural 
i: subjects from that clerk than from either of these 
‘| gentlemen, for he has been selected with a view 
: to the duties which he has to perform. If, sir, it 
i is wrong to print this portion of the document, it 
| was wrong to print the first. When that portion 
| of the report was under consideration, I opposed 
the printing of so large a number. I was in favor 
then of only printing the usual number, and I 
made a speech against it. I wish that upon that 
„occasion I could have had the assistance of the 
Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. Foore.] 

‘Mr. FOOTE. I was absent from my seat. 

Mr. TURNEY. No, sir, the Senator was 
li present, but I then stood solitary and alore. I 
had no help, no assistance, and being solitary and 
alone, at the instance of friends around me, | with- 
; drew my objection, and allowed the motion to 
; print an extra number of that portion of the report 
to pass, although I believed that a large surplus 
i number of that portion of the document would be 
; useless and worthless to the great masses of the 
ii people. 
j For these reasons, sir, and without alluding to 
i| Mr. Greeley and his abolitionism, or to the pres- 
ent Commissioner of Patents, and inquiring into 
| his opinions upon that subject, but believing that 
| this document is wholly disconnected from him, 
i: and consists of information which will be accept- 
|, able and useful to the farmers throughout the 


(| Union, L shall vote for the printing of extra copies 
| of this report. | believe that the report is just as 
|i proper and useful as the one printed during the 
last session of Congress, only not so long. 

| Mr. FOOTE. I merely rise to say that Ihave 
no recollection of the occasion to which the Sen- 
ator from Tennessee alludes. I had, however, 
reason to believe at that time that the report was 
more valuable than it turns out to be; but at that 
time I had had no opportunity of reading it. I feel 
the compliment which the remark ef my friend 
from Tennessee implies, when he wishes he had 
had my aid in opposing the printing of extra 
i copies of the first part of the report. It implies 
j that he supposes I could have aided him; bat if 
| my friend will recollect my well-known aversion 
ij to speaking here except upon those questions 
| 


| which I have examined, it seems to me, he will 
i not be at all surprised at my not taking part in 

‘the discussion, as | had not then examined the 
| Subject, and did not thoroughly understand it. 

| My honorable friend is mistaken in regard to 

| this document. He supposes that the clerk was 

‘allowed to prepare the whole of this matter for 
us, and that the Commissioner of Patents is really 
not at ail responsible for his production; and 

therefore, that, if valuable, the Commissioner of 
Patents is entitled to no credit. 1 will mform 

him that I saw this Commissioner of Patents do 

what I never saw one do before, and I doubt very 
much ifthe same performance will ever be practiced 
i again. He brought down this document which L 
i hold in my hand himself, and stood by it as a sort 
|, of sentinel or defender of it against any attacks 
Lon its integrity, hour by. hour, waiting until his 

report could be admitted into the Senate, received, 
and laid upon our table for consideration. Now, 

whatdid ail that mean? It shows that he attaches 
especial value to that report; that he imagined it 
was the product of his own intellect and labor; that 
he looked upon it as the fruit of his own toil; that 

he attached great and special valuetoit. Helooked 

upon it as so valuable a document that he was 

| unwilling to let it out of his sight. He guarded it 
all the way from the Patent Office here, and did 

not surrender it to anybody except into the hands 

'of-our Clerk. It shows plainly, therefore, that 
| this is not simply the production of a clerk, in 
which he had no hand. If so, I think he would 
have remained in his office and permitted his mes- 
| Senger to come here with this clerical document; 
; without his active interposition in the matter. No 


H 


il 
l 
i 
H 
| 
t 
| 


i 
| 
| 


doubt the Commissioner of Patents will be deeply 
morufed at the honorable, gentleman's. supposing 
that he has left this. pofon of d 
clerk, without bringing his superiniending power 
inio actio, and exercising his faculties to the full 
exient in preparing this report for publication. 
Mr. BORLAND Jam sorry to trouble the 
Senate any. further with this subject, but, as the 
introducer of the report, I desire. to say a few 
words. [do not think the Senator from Missis- 
sippi (Mr. Foote] has quite done justice to the 
first portion of thé report. He has taken up and 
commented on only a very limited portion of it, 
containing some speculative views of the Commis- 
sioner of Patents. | am not aware that there is 
any responsibility on me, nor do l intend to defend 
or justify any of the speculative views of the Com- 
missioner of Patents. The report, however, which 
it is now proposed to print, is, as has been stated, 
in a great measure, the production of a clerk, and 
consists chiefly of information upon agricultural 
subjects, furnished to the Patent Office by intelli- 
gent farmers of the country. On the organization 
of the Patent Office, there was a clerk appointed, 
whose business it was to send out circulars, to 
which responses are received from various parts 
of the country, and then compile the information 
thus received and put it in a proper form for pub- 
lication. The same clerk now employed in this 
duty-has been engaged ın it for a number of years, 
and has a good deal of knowledge upon these sub- 
jects, and has had a good deal of experience in the 
particular branch committed to his care. Whether 
the Commissioner has put any speculative views 
into this portion of the work 1 cannot say, be- 
cause | have not examined into it. It would have 
been wholly impossible for any member of the 
committee to have looked over the whole of this 
large document, which will make over six hundred 
pages when printed, especially when the Committee 
on Printing is expected to report so speedily. 
But, even should there be some speculative theo- 
ries introduced into the report, it doubtless con- 
tains a vast amount of eseful information, and I 
have confidence enough in the intelligence, virtue, 
and patriotism of the farmers and planters of the 
United States to have no fear of their being in- 
jared or misled by anything of the sort. 

Mr. DAWSON. I do not desire to make a 
peech, but merely a statement. The Commis- 
sioner of, Patents was of course selected on ac- 
count of his knowledge of mechanics. The gen- 
tleman who has been alluded to as a clerk in that 
department is one of the most competent men upon 
thissuljectin America. He is the editor of an agri- 
cultural paper published at the South, although he 
is obliged by his office to reside here. And as to the 
character of the work, it is probably better than it 
would be if written by the chief of the Patent Office. 
I make this statement merely to-justify the course 
pursued, {tis not to be expected that a man con- 


of the work to the | 


versant with mechanics should bea practical farmer | 


or planter, and he is necessarily compelled to seek 
the aid of those who have a better knowledge of 
agriculture than he has, and he las certainly se- 
lected a very competent peison to aid him. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
offered by Mr. Davis, of Mississippi, which was 
rejected, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atehison, Benton, Bright, Butler, Clem- 
ens, Davis of Missi 
ter. King Mason, Whitcomb, and Yolve—14. 

NAYS—Mesers. Badger, Baldwin, Berrien. Borland, Brad- 
bury, Cass, Chase, Claike, Clay, Cooper, Corwin, Dickinson, 
Dodze ot izeonsin. Dodge of Towa, Douglas, Downs, 
teich, Greene, Hale, Houston, Jones, Mangum, Miller, Mor- 
ton, Norris, Pearce, Phetps, Prat, Rusk, Seward, Smith, 
Boué, Spruance, Sturgeon, Turney, and Walker—v6. 


The report of the committee was then agreed to. 


CALIFORNIA. 

Mr. YULEE submitted the following resolution, 
which lies over one day: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
guts ted to Curis h to the Senate copies of ail correspondence 
between any of the Executive Departments and General 
Pi rsifer F. Smith and Brigadier General B. Riley, or either 
` them, which has pot been beretoiore communicated to tlie 

Bate. 

Resslved, further, That the President he requested to fur- 
nish to the Senate all ibe information existing in any of the 
Bxecuuve Depatiments respecting We unnsactions of the 
Convention iu Cabfornia, by which the project ofa Stare gov- 
etset was prepared, and particularly a copy oF tbe jour- 
nal ofsaid Conver non, and ofsuch of the ordinances adopted 
by it as may in any way have been communicated lo any of 
the said ds partnenis. 

Resolved, finter, That the President of the United States 
be requested eo the Senate if ure surrender of Gen- 


ippi, Dawson, Elmore, Foote, Hun- | 


government, 


| thereof unless in open court. 
| that the board shall, at the commencement of each | 


n H 
eral Riley, to the jurisdiction and civil autharity of the gov- | 
by order of į 


ernment made by the aforesaid eonuvention, Was 

the Executive of the United States ; and, if not, whether the || 
proclamation of General Riley, recognizing the said State | 
and submitting (0 its jurisdichon, las received ji 
the sanction of the Execuuve. ; 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. ATCHISON gave notice that he would on | 
to morrow, or sothe subsequent day, ask leave to 
introduce the following bills: , 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Nicholas | 
Lanchance and others. 

A bill for the payment of a 
of Antoine Peltoine. 


BOARD OF ACCOUNTS. Í 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the special order, 
viz: the bill to establish a board of accounts. 

This bill was brought in on notice by Mr. Hun- 
TER, on the 23d of January, was read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on Finance; it was re- 
ported back on the 28th February with several 
amendments, which were the pending question. 

Mr. HUNTER, in a speeeh of near an*hour’s 
duration, explained the objects and advantages of 
the bill. (See his speech in the Appendix.] 

The amendments submitted by the committee 
were then adopted. - 

Mr. BRADBURY then moved to strike out of 
the originat bill all after a few lines of the first sec- 
tion and substitute therefor several sections of his 
bill, which, on his motion, was ordered to be 
printed a few days ago. 

The amendment was read by the Secretary. | 

Mr. BRADBURY. It may perhaps be neces- | 
sary that I should explain how the bill will stand | 
if the amendment is adopted. 1 will first say, how- | 
ever, that I concur inthe object which the Senator į 
from Virginia has in view. l think the establish- | 
ment of such a board as is proposed, by which | 
the rights of the United States and of the claim- | 
ants would both be carefully guarded, would be | 
one of the greatest reforms that can be introduced || 
in regard to the transaction of a portion of the 
business that comes before Congress. The amend- 
ment provides, first, that an_attorney for the Uni- 
ted States, representing the Government before the | 
board, shall be appointed by the President, by and | 
with the advice and consent of the Senate. It 
makes it the duty of the attorney to prepare all 
cases on the part of the Government fer hearing 
before the board, and to argue them when prepared. 
To cause testimony to be taken when necessary to || 
secure the interests of the United States. It also jj 
authorizes the board to appoint commissioners to || 
take testimony to be used in the investigation of || 
claims that may come before it. It provides that 
in taking testimony to be used in support of any | 
claim before said commissioners, opportunity shall į 
be given to the United States to file interrogatories, || 
or by attorney to examine the witnesses. lt fur- |; 
ther provides that it shall not be lawful for any |j 


debt due to the heirs || 


member of Congress, nor any person holding any || 
office under the United States, or in the employ of |: 
any of the departments of the Government, to be p 
retained or employed as agent, attorney, or solicit- 
or in the prosecution of any claims against the | 
United States. f 

It contains the further provision, that no com- li 
munication, oral or in writing, touching any claim | 
before the board, shall be made to any member 


i] 


It. provides, also, | 
session of Congress, and at the commencement of 


the facts found by them in regard to each of the į 
several claims referred to and acted upon by them, |: 
with their opinion in relation to the same; and it is 
made their duty to prepare a bill or bills in those 
cases which shall have received the favorable de- : 
cision of the board. Another provision I will! 
notice is, that the reports of the board, and the 
bills reported by them, shall, if not finally acted 


upon during the session of Congress to which the 
reports are made, be continued from session to 
session, and from Congress to Congress, until the 
same shall be finally acted upon. When claims 
have been reported upon adversely, they shall be | 
placed upon the calendar, and if the decision of 
the board shall be confirmed by Congress, that 
decision shali be conclusive; and the board shall. 
not at any subsequent period consider such claims, J 
unless such reasons shall be presented to the board |; 


i 


i or to claimants. 


ground for granting a new trial. 
Ic will be perceived, Mr. President, that the bill, 


| with the amendments, will very carefully.guard 


the interests of the United States, as well as those 
of private claimants. The great object is, to 
secure a careful examination of all claims, in order 
to ascertain truly the merits of each case. Itis 
designed to adopt here, to some extent, the same 
mode of ascertaining the facts, and arriving at the 
truth, which is presented in ordinary investiga- 
tions in the courts of law. The testimony will 
not be, as is now the case, ex parte. Each side 
will have the benefit of a cross-examination of the 
witnesses; the Government will be heard by its 
attorney; the witnesses will be known, for the 
bill provides that when testimony is to be taken, it 
shall be taken as nearly as is convenient to the 
residence of the witnesses. After the case is pre- 
pared and presented for hearing, the board will 
have the advantage, which the committees of Con- 


gress have not, of time for a careful examination 


of the facts, and of the principles upon which the 
claim rests. Jt is believed that under the provis- 
ions of this bill, justice will be most readily done 
to honest claimants, and that fraudulent and un- 
founded claims will not have that opportunity to 
escape detection and to pass Congress which they 
now have. It will be perceived that the bill does 
not propose to make the action of the board final. 
It provides that they shall report to Congress. 
I think that this is as far as it would be wise 
to go in the first instance; as there might be objec- 
tions to submitting to the discretion of any board 
the allowance of claims of the magnitude likely to 
come before them. The board, | apprehend, will 
prove a great saving of the time and labor of Con- 
gress, and be of essential service, although their 
decision is not final. Of the numerous claims 
which arise, it will be found, on a careful investi- 
gation, that not less than one-third of them are 
utterly groundless, and the report and examina- 
tion of such a board would put an end to that class 
of claims. Another class, perhaps equally numer- 
ous, will be found upon examination to be just 
and clear from objection. It is not an unusual 
thing to find a claim that has received the exam- 
ination of committees of both Houses of Congress, 
who have unanimously and repeatedly agreed 
upon its equity and justice, fail in its passage for 
want of time.” 1 recollect, when a member of the 
Committee of Claims, finding cases in which there 
had been six, seven, or eight favorable reports, 
and to which there was no objection, repeatedly 
passing one House and being lost for this reason 
in theother. This class of claims aiso will, by aid 
of the board, be easily disposed of. So that the 
labor of Congress will be mainly confined to the 
claims remaining, not embraced in either of those 
classes, where the principles are not so clearly es- 


; tablished, and which will require the exercise of a 


sound discretion on the part of Congress. 

It is time, Mr. President, nay, it is necessary, 
that something should be done. It is impossible 
that Congress can undertake the investigation of 
the numerous claims that are coming before it, 
with any hope of doing justice to the Government 
The committees to whom they 
are referred, even if they devoted their entire time 
to the investigation in the committee rooms, would 
find themselves unable to wade through the mass 


_ of testimony p-esented to them, and arrive at a 
; result satisfactory even to themselves. 


A > ` “mony is wholly ex parle; the witnesses are un- 
| each month during the session, report to Congress | 


The testi- 


known, and frequently their statements are in the 
handwriting of the attorney who prosecutes the 
claim. The committees having but little ume to 
devote to these investigations, in consequence of 


| the pressure of other duties, have, if possible, less 
| inducements, for they perceive that after they shall 


have examined the cases and,reported thereon, 
Congress will be unable to take up and act upon 
one-third of the reported bills. It is due to pri- 


` vate claimants whose claims are just, and due to 


the Government, that the Treasury may be guard- 


i ed against unfounded claims, that some better 
: method than now exists should be provided for 


their investigation. I can conceive of nothing that 
promises better than the board proposed in the bill 
of the honorable Senator trom Virginia, as pro- 
posed to be amended, and i therefore hope it will 
meet with early and favorable consideration, 

I wish to say, that at the last session of Con, 
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gress a bill similar in character to that which will 
be presented by this bill, when amended in the 
manner [| propose, was under consideration. in the 
House of Representatives, and that it failed by a 
small majority. Carefully watching the objections 
made to that bill, I endeavored to obviate them by 
provisions which I incorporated in a new bill, and 
offered to the Senate near the close of the session. 
There was not time to act upon it. I have now 
presented most of these provisions in my amend- 
ment, and I have great confidence that, if the bill 
shall receive the favorable action of the Senate, it | 
is so carefully guarded that it will be likely to 
commend itself to the other House, and ultimately 
become a law. : 

The amendment was agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. BRADBURY, the bill as 
amended was ordered to be printed. 

The further consideration was then, by unani- 
mous consent, informally passed over, and the 
Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Turspar, May 7, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
BUNDLECUND, &c. 

The SPEAKER announced the following mem- 
bers as composing the select committee, yesterday 
ordered to be appointed, under the resolution of 
Mr. STANLY: 

Mr.'Sranty of North Carolina, Mr. Ince of 
Alabama, Mr. Scuencx of Ohio, Mr. Stanton of 
Tennessee, Mr. Haymonp of Virginia, Mr. Hin- 
arp of New Hampshire,” Mr. Brices of New 


York, Mr. Frrcw of Indiana, and Mr. Wiit1ams | 


of Tennessee. 
RHODE ISLAND. 


Mr. KING, of Rhode Island, asked the unani- | 
mous consent of the House to introduce at this 
time certain joint resolutions of the State of Rhode 
Island, the purport of which was not stated. Mr. 
K. explained that his object was, that the resolu- 
tions might be laid upon the table, and printed. 

Mr. CONGER objected; so long, he said, as 
certain joint resolutions of the Legislature of the 
State of New York remained in abeyance. 

So the resolutions were not received. 

MINNESOTA. 

Mr. SIBLEY asked the unanimous consent of 
the Elouse to introduce at this time the following 
resolution, which was read for information; 


Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be instructed 
to inquire into tne expediency of making provision by law 
to authorize the Legislative Assembly of Minnesota Terri- 
tory to prolong its next annu d session to a period of ninety 
days; said cominittee to report by bill or otherwise. 

The resolution having been read— 

Objection was made. ; 

So the resolution was not received. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR. 

Mr. DISNEY asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to introduce a resolution which, he 
said, he would send to the Chair. — 

The resolution was read for information, as 
follows: i ; 

Resolved, That the special committee raised upon the 
motion of Mr. Ricuarpson, of Ltinois, to inquire into mat- 
ters connected with the official conduct of the Secretary of | 
the Interior, be directed to inquire whether, in cases where | 
the appropriation of money bas not been exhausted, but a 
the expiration of the two years provided tor, the unex- | 
pended balance has, in couformity with the provisions of | 
the law, been transferred by the last Administration to the | 
general treasury, euch accounts have not been reopened H 
by the present Administration or some of the departments, | 
and the money withdrawn from the general fund and re- | 
appropriated without authority of law. | 

The resolution having been read— | 


Mr. VINTON said, that the adoption of the res- į 
The | 


olution would lead to interminable inquiry. 
committee had already got enough to do. 


The SPEAKER, (to Mr. Vinton.) Does the | 


entleman object? 
Mr. VINTON, 
Mr. DISNEY. 


I do object. 
I desire to say that I am pretty : 


| 
| 
j 
{ 
j 
| 
well advised that the subject-matter of this inquiry | 
My colleague can consider as to the pro- || 
H 
i 
| 


is true. nsii í 
priety of opposing this investigation, and can, if he | 
thinks proper, take the responsibility of doing so. 


Mr. VINTON. Let my colleague propose to | 


raise a distinct committee of investigation upon the 
subject. 


The SPEAKER interposed, and arrested further | 


: | 
conversation. | 
H 

$ 


So the resolution was not received. 


SENATE BILLS. 


Mr. McCLERNAND asked that the House 
would, by unanimous consent, take up at this time 
erd dispose of, such bills from the Senate on the 
Speaker’s table, as would not give rise to debate, 
in order that they might be read a first and second 
time, and be referred to the appropriate committees. 
There was, Mr. McC. said, quite an accumulation 
of Senate bills on the Speaker’s table. ` 

Mr. JONES objected. 

So the motion was not entertained. 

The regular order of business was called for. 


NAVIGATION OF THE ST. LAWRENCE. 


The SPEAKER announced the unfinished busi- 
ness of the morning hour to be the joint resolution 
heretofore reported by the gentleman from Michi- 
gan, [Mr. Buex,] from the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, in relation to the free navigation of the 
river St, Lawrence. : 

A motion had been made that the said joint res- 
olution be referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and that it be printed, 
togeth@e with the report of the minority of the 
committee. Upon this motion the previous ques- 
tion had been demanded. Pending which question 
the House had passed to the consideration of the 
special order of the day. And the question now 
recurred on seconding the demand for the previous 
question. 

And there was asecond. 

And the main question was ordered, and having 
been taken, the joint resolution, &c., were referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER announced that the regular 
order of business was the call of the committees 
for reports. 


ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD, 


Mr. BAKER asked that the rules of the House 
might be suspended for the purpose of taking up, 
with a view to its reference, a bill from the Sen- 
ate. The House would bear him witness that he 
had not heretofore troubled it with motions to sus- 
pend the rules, or requests to take up business out 
of the regular order. 


which he desired to take up. 

| The SPEAKER said the bill could only be 
taken up by unanimous consent. A motion to 
suspend the rules was not in order. 

Mr. BAKER was understood to say, that the 
bill was a bill making a grant of land for the Ili- 
nois Central Railroad. 

Objection was made. 

So the biil was not taken up. 


THE CENSUS BILL. 


On motion by Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsyl- 
vania, the House resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
| THompson, of Mississippi, in the chair,) and re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill to provide for 
| the taking of the seventh census. 

The pending question was on the amendments 
| heretofore offered by the gentleman from Ohio, 
| (Mr. Vinton. J 

Mr. VINTON said, that one of the amendments 
which he had sent to the Clerk’s table last evening, 
proposed to make provision for the taking of anew 
| census. The other amendment established the 
| permanent organization of the House of Repre- 
sentatives. He would, for the present, withdraw 
| the last-mentioned proposition, until the first 
should have been acted upon, when he would 
| again offer it. 

So the second amendment was withdrawn. 
! The question then recurred on the first amend- 
| ment of Mr. Vinton; which was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, §c., That this act shall continue in force 
| until altered or repealed; aud if no other law be passed pro- 
i} viding for the taking of any snbsequent census of the United 
States, on or betore the first day of Jannary of any year 
when, hy the Constitution of the United States, any future 
enumeration of the inhabitants thereof is required to be 
taken, such census shall, iu all things, be taken and com- 
pleted according to the provisions of this act. 


| Mr. VINTON said, the Constitution enjoined 
i| an apportionment of the Representatives among 
f the several States, according to their respective 
federal numbers; and for this purpose, an enumer- 
ation of the inhabitants of the United States is 
directed to be taken every ten years. The framers 
j of the Constitution foresaw that great relative as 


Mr. Baxer was called upon to specify the bill | 


| well as positive changes in the population of thë 
United States would take place. If an equal-za- 
tion of Representatives‘ had been left to the dis- 
cretion of Congress, those States-and sections of: 
the country which, in consequence of such rela’ 
tivé change of population, might possess an undue’ 
share of the legislative power, would have been 
strongly tempted to hold on upon it; while those- 
States and sections whose population had: in- 
creased, would have violently clamored for a cor 

responding increase in the number of their Repre- 

sentatives. To provide effectually against this 

state of things, an enumeration of the population 

of the country every ten years is positively en~ 

joined, and is to be made in such manner as Con- 

gress shall by law direct. As the apportionment 

of Representatives among the States must be made 

every ten years to conform to their respective 

populations, and cannot be dispensed with, the 

la hich directs the taking of the census js, in 

its nature and object, an organic law; and being 
of that character, it can hardly be imagined that 
the framers of the Constitution did not contem- 
plate the enactment of some permanent law, put- 
ting the observance of this injunction on a certain 

and sound footing, and beyond the reach of any 

omission or other contingency. The amend. 

ment now proposed guards against any such con- 

tingency and its consequences, by providing that 

in case Congress shall omit, at any future time, 

to pass a census act before the commencement of 
the year when it is required to be taken, then it 

shall be taken in- conformity to this act. It is, in 

a word, a mere precautionary provision. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, asked Mr. 
Vixron to withdraw the amendment to enable him 
to sa} ¥few words. He(Mr. T.) would renew it. 

Mr. VINTON withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. THOMPSON renewed it. He had done so, 
he was understood to say, forthe purpose of say~ 
ing, that since the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
Vinton] had some time ago indicated his inten- 
tion to offer an amendment of this character, he 
(Mt. T.) had givensomereflectiontoit. Itseemed 
to him to be a provision so obviously proper, that 
he was exceedingly anxious that the committee 
should adopt it. It pledged no future Congress 
to take the census as it was now proposed to take 
it. But Congress might amend the bill in any 
way it might be deemed proper. But if thedlaw 
should not be amended, then the census was to be 
taken under the present bill if it should become a 
law. In that way much time would be saved, 
aad there would always be ample time for Con- 
gress previous to the first of June, which was the 
time fixed for taking the census, to make any 
amendments that might be desired. He hoped, 
therefore, that the committee would adopt, with- 
out objection, this part of the gentleman’s amend- 
ments. In regard to the residue of the amend- 
ments which the gentlemar from Ohio [Mr. Vix- 
ton] had offered, he (Mr. T.) should probably 
have some suggestions to make. His principal 
objection to the other portion of the amendments 
would be that it might superinduce 

Mr. JONES interposed to a question of order. 
He desired the chairman to state what the ques- 
tion was. 

The CHAIR stated it. 

Mr. JONES submitted that the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Tuompson] was discussing not 
the amendment pending before the committee, but 
a distinct and separate proposition not under con- 
sideration. 

The CHAIR said that the remarks of the gen- 
teman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Tnompson] were 
not relevant to the question before the commit- 
tee. 

Mr. THOMPSON said that, as the gentleman 
from Tennessee (Mr. Jones] seemed to be so anx- 
ious that order should be preserved, he (Mr. T.) 
would not trespass further. He hoped that the 
gentleman would endeavor to confine himself with- 
| in the rules of order as strictly as he applied them 
to. others. 

Mr. JONES said he would endeavor to do so. 

Mr. THOMPSON. All [have to say is, that 
I am decidedly anxious that the first amendment 
should be adopted. 

The question was then taken on the first amend- 
ment of Mr. Vinron, and was decided in the 
affirmative, without a division. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. VINTON then renewed the aggond amend- 


| 
| 
i 
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ment, (which: he had previously withdrawn,) and 
which was read: 
“And bë it further enacted, That from and after the third ; 
day of March, one thousand eight bündred and fifty-three, 
the House’ of Representatives shall be compo ed of two 
hundred members, to be apportioned among the several 
States in the manner. directed in the next section of this 


act. 
“And he it further enacted, That so soon as the next and 
each stibsequent enumeration of the inhabitants of the sev- 
"eral States, directed by the Constitution of the United States 
to be taken, shall be completed and returned to the offive or 
the Department of the Interior, it shall be the duty of the | 
Secretary of the Interior to ascertain the aggregate represent- 
ative population of the United States by adding to the whole 
number. of free persons in all the States, including those ul 
pound to service for a term of“years, and excluding Indians 
not taxed, three-fifths of ail other persons; which aggregate 
population he shalt divide-by the number two hundred, and | 
the product of such division, rejecting any fraction of an 
unit, ifany sch happen to remain, shali he the ratio or rule 
of apportionment of representatives among the several States | 
under such enutieration; and the said Secretary of the De~ | 
- partment of the Interior shall then proceed in the same mgn- 
ner to ascertain the representative population of each Ste, | 
and to divide the whole number of the representative popu- | 
lation of each State, by the ratio already determined by him | 
as above directed, and the product of this last division shalt 
be the number of Representatives apportioned to such State 
under the then last enumeration: Provided, That the loss 
in the number of members caused by the fractions. remain- 
ing in the several States on the division of the population 
thereof, shall be compeusated for by assigning to so many 
States having the largest fractions one additional member 
each for its fraction, as may be necessary to make the whole 
number of Representatives two hundred: And provided also, 
That if, after the apportionment of the Representatives, nn- 
der the nextor any subsequent ceusus, a new State or States 
shall be admitted into the Union, the Representative or 
Representatives. avsigned to such new State or Staces shall 
he in addition to the number of Representarives herein above | 
limited; which excess of Representatives over two hundred | 
shali only continue until the next succeeding apportionment į 
of Representatives under the next sneceeding census, { 
Beit further enacted,’ That when the Department of the | 
Interior shall Have apportioned the Representatives in the |] 
manner above directed among the several States, under the | 
next. or any succeeding enumeration of the inhabitants of 
the United States, he shall, as soon as practicable, make out 
and transmit, under the seal of his office, to the House of | 
Representatives, a certificate of the number of members ap- 
portioned to each State under the then last enumeration; 
and shall likewise make out and transmit without delay to |} 
the Executive of each State a certificate under his seal of 
office of the number of inembers apportioned to each State | 
under such last enumeration. 


| 
Mr. VINTON (in explanation) said he would | 
t 


repeat what he had stated the other day on this 
subject, that it could not have been contemplated į 
by the framers of the Constitution that the House 

would be left without a permanent organization; | 
nor did the reapportionment or new distribution |} 
of the members among the States, after the taking jj 
of a census, create any necessity for a dissolution | 
and reorganization of the House, or for a change i? 
in the number of tts members, It was against the |! 
plainest dictates of prudence, and contrary to all i 
example, to suffer the organization of the body to 


atives consisting of two handred members, it 


he is a statesman of large experience, and his | 
opinion is entitled to great weight and is received 
with great, consideration by this. body. Never- 
theless, in this particular. I am obliged to dissent | 
from those opinions, entitled to much respect as I 
know them to be. 

When the Constitution was adopted there were 
three and a half millions of people. The number 
proposed- in that instrument to each member was 
thirty thousand. At the time it was adopted it 
provided that the House should consist of sixty- 
six and the Senate of twenty-six members. Now 
it is my®pinion, that if Executive influence, or 
any other species of malign influence, should be 
sought to be exerted upon a House of Represent- 


would be much more apt to succeed than if the 
number were three hundred. lt has been one of 
the great. bulwarks of popular liberty in England 
that the House of Commons has always consisted 
of a large number of members. The number 
now exceeds six hundred. It has for many cen- 
turies been a large, a numerous body; and the ar- 
gument for it is to prevent Executive inguence | 
from being successfully exerted upon them. Mas- 
sachusetts, one of the model States of New Eng- 
land, and of this Republic, with a population now 
less than a million, has in the popular branch of 
her Legislature some four hundred members. 

Mr. FOWLER, (Mr. Crowext yielding for; 
explanation.) Our number in the House of Rep- 
resentatives of the Massachusetis Legislature 
may clear at this time about three hundred. At 
one time it may have reached seven hundred; bat 
our constitution has been amended. 

Mr. CROWELL, (resuming.) I stand cor- 
rected. 

With a population less than a million, Massa- 
chusetts has, 1n the popular branch of her Legisla- 
ture three hundred members; in the Senate forty. 
The population of the British Islands is something 
less than twenty-eight millions: the number of | 
members in the populkr branch of their Parlia- | 
ment, the House of Commons, is,as I said, some- 
thing over six hundred; in the House of Lords | 
something like three or four hundred; and, as I 
said, the argument for this large number in the 
legislative department is to prevent the exercise of 
Executive influence; itis one of the surest pro- 
tections against 1t. If corruption should ever be 
attempted to be exercised here upon this branch of 
Congress, how much easier would it succeed upon 
two hundred than upon three hundred members, | 
Our country extends through many degrees of 
latitude, sore twenty-three, and from the Atlantic 
to the Pacific ocean. There are a great variety of | 
local interests that require to be represented in the | 


remain on a temporary footing merely. He be- || 
lieved there was no other instance of the sort in || 
this country, or in those countries where the peo- | 
ple enjoyed a share of the legislative power. In |} 
nearly all, if not in every State of the Union, the 
number of the legislature is fixed by the Constitu- 
tion, and is not subject to be changed by the ordi- || 
nary law-making power. In Great Britain and in! 
France, the number is fixed by law, and subject |; 
to be changed only by a change of the law. That’! 
which is so obviously proper, and regarded every- || 
where else of sach fundamental importance, surely |i 
ought not to be left undone here. The number of |) 
the House ought to be fixed on a permanent foot- |! 
ing; and in future, those who may think the num- 
ber too large, or. too small, ought to have the 
burden of showing it, and of introducing the |! 
change, instead of going on longer, as heretofore, `| 
by permitting the body to be disorganized at every |; 
period of ten years, and take the chance of recon- | 
structing it, under the pressure of an overruling ij 
necessity, which overrides all considerations of || 
policy and expediency. ‘i 
The number proposed in the amendment is, in i 
my opinion, too large instead of too small; but || 
whether the number be two hundred, or any other || 
greater or less number within a reasonable limit, ; 
lregard as a very subordinate consideration to || 
that of settling the House on a permanent footing. || 
Mr. CROWELL moved to amend the amend- ‘| 
ment by striking out two hundred and inserting || 
three hundred. i 
He said: If you will keep your hammer quiet, y 
Mr. Chairman, till full five minutes have elapsed, 4 
Twill briefly state my reasons for offering this 
amendment. I dissent from the views of my col- | 


popular branch of the Government. | 
The CHAIRMAN’S hammer fell and abruptly 

erminated My. C.’s remarks. | 

The amendment to the amendment was re- | 

jected. ! 

Mr. FOWLER moved to amend the amendment | 

| 


æ 


by increasing the number to two hundred and | 
sixty. 

He said he was influenced in making this mo- 
tion by the reasons which had been stated by the 
gentleman frow Ohio, [Mr. Crowe t,] and it was 
unnecessary to repeat them. f 
_ Mr. HAYMOND asked a division of the ques- | 
tion 


The CHAIRMAN stated that the motion to Í 


ii strike out and insert was indivisible. 


i 
| 

The question being taken, the amendment of } 
Mr. Fow Ler to the amendment was rejected. i 

Mr. JONES moved to amend the amendment by | 
striking out two hundred. | 

His object, he said, in making this motion, was | 
that they might come to a distinct vote whether | 
the committee were disposed to strike out two ! 
hundred. He himself should vote against the | 
motion to strike out, being sausfied that two hun-*! 
dred members was a sufficient number for this | 


| House; and he should vote for the amendment of | 


stricken out. 
He withdrew the amendment at the request of 
Mr. ‘THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, who re- 
newed it, and said, be did not think the committee, 
under the five minutes rule, were prepared to pass | 
upon a matter so important. ‘They had had no 
expression from the country upon the question, 


| 

the gentleman from Ohio if the number were not | 
i 

{ 


league with g" diffidence, knowing as I do that 


| It was one, aboveall others, most interesting to the 
il people. The five minutes allowed was too short a 


time, entirely too short, to discuss a measure that 
regarded not only the interests of the people, but 
their right to be represented. If the gentleman 
from Ohio would withdraw his amendment, and 
refer the subject to some appropriate committee— 
if he should prefer the Committee on the Judiciary 
he (Mr. T. Jas one member of that committee, was 
ready and anxious to give it a fnil investization— 
and the committee would report upon it as soon as 
possible. The country would thus have some no- 
tice of what they were about to do. 

He should look upon itas most dangerous to 
this bill to attach this amendment. The Senate 
would discuss it fora month, differences would arise 
between the two Houses as to the number, and 
the result would be to delay the passage of the bill 
to*so jate a period as not to give time for taking 
the census and making returns to the Govermment 
at Washington, in time to be acted upon at the 
next session. Let the amendment be a separate 
measure; let it be matured, fully matured; let the 
House and the country be fully advised of all its 
features, before they were called to.act upon it. 
For one, he thought that the passage of some such 
‘measure, in anticipation of the next Congress, 
would beimportant; but he thought the attempt to 
attach it to the census bill was going altogether be- 
yond the legitimate purposes of the bil, and it was 
taking the House almost by surprise. He hoped, 
therefore, the committee would vote down the prop- 
osition. He was sure they were not in a mood to 
decide in a moment upon this grave quéstion, 
the gravest of all questions that could come before 
the Congress of the United States. He would ap- 
peal to the gentleman from Ohio to withdraw his 
amendment, bring it up as a separate measure, 
have it referred to a committee by whom it could 
be fully investigated, and their report upon it fully 
considered by the House. 

Mr. NELSON inquired if it was in order to 
move an amendment at this time ? 

The CHAIRMAN replied that it was not, an 
amendment in the second degree now pending. 

The question being on the amendment of Mr. 
Jones, . 

Mr. JONES called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Ropinson and 
Corwin were appointed. 

The question was taken, and the tellers reported, 
ayes 44, noes 73. * 

So the Committee refused to strike out the num- 
ber two hundred. 

The question being on the amendment of Mr, 
VINTON, 

Mr. CALVIN inquired if an amendment would 
be in order now? 

The CHAIRMAN replied that an amendment 
to the amendment pending would be in order. 

Mr, CALVIN moved to amend, by striking out 
two hundred, and inserting two hundred and 
thirty. 

Mr. RUMSEY inquired if that motion was in 
order? 

The CHAIRMAN replied that it was, under the 
53d rule. : 

Mr. CLINGMAN submitted whether the com- 
mittee, having refused to strike out the number, it 
was amendable? 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. J do not 
understand my colleague (Mr. Carvin] as moving 
to strike out, but merely to insert afier two hun- 
dred—thirty. 

Mr. CALVIN made his amendment in that 
form. 

The CHAIRMAN, in reply to the point of 
order of Messrs. CLineman and Rumsey, read the 
53d rule, as follows : 

« A motion to strike out and insert should be deemed in- 
divisible; but a motion to strike out being lost, shall pre- 
clude neither amendment nor a motion iv strike out and 
insert’? 

Under that rule (the Chairman continued) the 
Chair decides that the motion to change the num- 
ber to 230, or to any other number, is in order. 

Mr. CALVIN. I desire that the number be 
230. 

Mr. KAUFMAN and other gentlemen called 
for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. MeMcCLLEN 
and PowLer were appointed; who—the question 
having been taken—reported ayes 58, noes 67. 

So the amendment of Mr. Carvin was rejected. 

Mr. KAUFMAN moved to strike out 200 and 
insert 150. 
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The CHAIRMAN overruled the objection, 
stating that the amendment was very clearly in 
order under the 53d rule. 

The question being taken, the amendment of 
Mr. Kaurman was rejected. 

Mr. WOOD moved to strike out 200 and insert 
500. Rejected. 

Mr. CARTTER moved to strike out 200 and 
insert 225. Rejected. 

Mr. McMULLEN moved to strike out 200 and 
insert 220. Rejected. 

Mr. CROWELL moved to strike out 200 and 
insert 275. Rejected. : 

Mr. DIMMICK moved to lay the amendment 
on the table. : 

The CHAIRMAN reminded the gentleman that 
the motion was not in order in Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. FOWLER moved to strike out 200 and 
insert 240.- Rejected. 

Mr. CARTTER moved to strike out 200 and 
Insert the present number of the House—231. 
Rejected. 

The question recurred on the adoption of Mr. 
Vinton’s original amendment. 

[Cries of “ Question, question.’’} 

Mr. BOWIE moved to strike out all after the 
word ‘* That,” and insert as follows:, 

The number of Representatives shall be-*apportioned 
among the several States, so as to give at least one represcnt- 
ative for every one hundred thousand persons, which num- 


ber shall be ascertained aud determined according to the 
second section of the first article of the Constitution. 


Mr. B. said: The numerous and various sug- 
gestions of members, as to the proper number of 
Representatives, show there is no matured opinion 
on the subject; and that the proposition of the 
honorable member from Ohio is at least prema- 
ture. 

No question can be more important to the peo- 

le of this country, than the ratio of representation. 
R is the very basis of their power and influence, 
the link of their connection with the Government, 
and the great security for the preservation of their 
liberties. 

Gentleman are mistaken in supposing the ratio 
of representation is too small, that the difficulties 
of legislation proceed from a too great number in 
this hall. The reverse is the case: the great com- 
plaint is, that there are not enough to transact the 
public business, or that the constituent cannot 
command the time of his Representative. 

The representation should be numerous enough 
to reflect the interests, sentiments, and sympathies 
of the commonwealth. Surely, the interests and 
welfare of seventy-five thousand freemen, are 
enough to engross the talents and time of one Rep- 
resentative. 

The true principle is, the smaller the ratio of 
representation, the more perfect the representation. 
The smaller the number represented, the nearer 
the Representative is drawn to his constituents, 
and the stricter his accountability. Public opinion 
has not becn formed upon this subject, our con- 
stituents should be consulted, time should be given 
for the expression of public sentiment on a matter 
of such deep moment. 

The amendment I have had the honor to pro- 
pose, commits to a future Congress all the im- 
portant questions depending upon a new appor- 
tionment, and secures full time for examination 
and deliberation. 

The section and the proposed amendment having 
been again read, 

The question was taken on the amendment, and 
decided in the negative, without a division. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. CLARKE moved to amend the amendment, 
by inserting fifty-five after the word “ hundred,” 
so that the amendment would read two hundred 
and fifty-five, instead of two hundred. 

He said that five minutes was a very short time 
to discuss so important a question as that of so 
materially changing the ratio of representation. 

We have now a representation of two hundred 
and thirty-one, and that is predicated on a popu 
lation of seventeen millions. Before the census of 
4860 is taken, we shall in all probability have a 
population of more than double that number; and 
the gentleman from Ohio proposes to reduce the 
actual representation thirty-one. Since the last 


‘ representation. 


| gratified, I am certain. 


Mexico, and California. The duties of Congress 
are becoming every day more onerous and com- 
plicated; and we are called on to reduce, not 
merely the ratio, but the actual number of our 
1 think it ought to be increased. 

I would propound a question to each and every 
member present, whether his duties are not now 
sufficiently onerous? Whether we do not usually 
adjourn over from Friday to Monday, so as to 
keep up with that business of our constituents 
which does not make its appearance in this 
House? Are we, any of us, too prompt? Have 
any of us any leisure? For myself, { would say, 
that there are as few isms in the district I represent 
as in any other—my constituents are as forbearing 
in the burdens they impose on me. - There are 
fewer applicants for office, I believe, and fewer 
I still find enough to do, 
with the aid of a clerk one day in each week. Two 
hundred and fifty men, selected with the utmost 
care, will have none too much or too varied knowl- 
edge—none too much moral influence; and, how- 
ever industrious and talented, they will have 
enough to do. 

Were notsituated hereasif we were legislating 
in the midst of some of our great cities, where the 
city itself would add much to that stock of knowl- 


edge which the Government ought always to have: 


atcommand. Remove from this city the Govern- 
ment, and those necessarily connected with it, and 
what would be left? The Government is here ail 
in all. 

Itis said that our numbers now are so large 
that itis impossible for us to hear in one quarter 
of this House what is going on in another. Is 
that fact owing to our numbers? We have voted 


various times to-day, and those votes indicate that ; 


there are not over one hundred and forty present; 
and still I do not perceive that there is less noise, 


less confusion, more attention to business, than | 
when every seat is filled. One great reason why |: 


there is so little attention to the business of the 
House, is to be ascribed to the Flall in which we 
sit. Here, as in most othcr matters and things 
in this blessed city, comfort, convenience, utility, 
are sacrificed to grandeur of appearance. There 
is a world of splendid misery; and thatis to be 
our consolation, and our only consolation, for the 
almost total sacrifice of comfort and convenience. 
If the architect that constructed this Hall had been 
master of his trade, and his design had been to 
construct a building in which we could neither 
hear nor be heard, his utmost wishes would have 
been accomplished—there would have been left 
nothing to desire. We must be excused if we do 
not listen while others talk; the effort would be 
vain; and hence itis ti at we are inattentive. Jt 
is not that we are disorderly, but because it is im- 
possible to hear. I wish to see this Government 
as nearly Democratic, as nearly the mirror that 
reflects public sentiment, and every public senti- 
ment fully, as it can be; and I think that we do 
not accomplish this object, or approximate toward 
it, by the diminution of our numbers. 

It has heretofore been a fearful source of com- 


plaint that Congress does not reflect the will of the | 


people; that Executive patronage overrides the 
popular will; and that when the Representative 
has become recreant to bis representative duty, the 
presidential smile compensates, and more than 


| compensates, for the frown of those who have 


been misrepresented. 


Let us look back for twenty years, from March, | 


1849, to some of the great measures which have 


originated with the gravest measures not dreamed ! 


of by the people. 
pointed out the men who have been bought up, and 
how they have been paid, for representing the 
President and his policy, rather than the wishes of 
the people? Shall we be likely to counteract this 
great evil by diminishing the number of represent- 
atives? For these reasons, | think it unwise, im- 


Has net the popular finger | 


i was known that.the committee were bound down 
| by the five minutes’ rule. “The proposition, he 
thought, was one which should not have been of- 
fered under such circumstances. He could not 
i infer that it was the desire of his colleague, (Mr. 
| Vinton,] who offered the amendment, to see the 
billdefeated. It was obvious, however, that prop- 
ositions were contained in the bill, in the shape in 
which it now stood, which were objected to by a 
; great many members of the House, and it seemed 
to him (Mr. S.) that this was not the time to 
| introduce amendments, calculated to make it still 
more objectionable. - He was opposed to the whole 
| proposition of his colleague; he was opposed to it 
|; for this, as well as for other reasons, that he would 
i| not bind down a future Congress to any proposi- 
ji Yon which this Congress might think proper to 
ii adopt. Nor did he wish to surrender any portion 
i of the legitimate powers and authority of this 
|} House to any of the Executive departments. It 
i might be said, that the principle being settled by 
i! Congress, it would be a mere matter of figures on 
|! the part of the Secretary of the Interior; but he 
was opposed to any such delegation of power—it 
i| tended to centralization. He desired that. the 
| House should hold in its own hands. all the pow- 
ers and sanctions which had been committed to it 
by the Constitution of the land. He would be the 
last man to surrender one jot or tittle of these 
powers to any other department of the Govern- 
ment. Having had the opportunity which he de- 
|! sired of making this brief explanation, he would 
|| withdraw the amendment. 

So the amendment was withdrawn. 

Mr. McMULLEN inquired of the Chair what 
the proposition now before the committee was? 

The CHAIRMAN stated it to be on the amend- 
; ment of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Vinron.] 

Mr. CLINGMAN understood (he said) that 
the pending question was on the amendment 
: moved by the other gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
| SWEETSER. j 

The CHAIRMAN explained that the latter 
amendment had been withdrawn, 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, moved to 
|| amend the amendment by substituting the number 
| of 239 for 200. 

H Mr. S. said, in explanation, that he thought it 


H 


‘‘must be apparent to every member of the House 
|! that this had been, from beginning to end, a most 
|; unfortunate proposition. He (Mr. S.) bad no 
|| doubt that if the House were to go on and incor- 
| porate the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio 
! [Mr. Vinton] into the bill, a good month would 
| pass away before the bill woald become a law. 
We were now advancing some distance into the 
| month of May; and by the provisions of the bill, 
| everything must be done-—the blanks of instruc- 
|! tion were to be made out. 
| {The Crarrman, at this point in the remarks of 
li Mr. Srevens, resigned the chair, informally, to 
i: the Speaker of the House, who received a mes- 


| Sagein writing from the President of the United 
1 


i 
| 
$ 
f 
i 
| 

| 
| 
i 


| States, by the hands of Colonel Burss, his Private 
| Secretary.] 

The Cuaraman then resumed the chair. 

Mr. STEVENS proceeded with his remarks. 
Je was well aware (he said) that if this amend- 
ent should be inserted, there were many mem- 
er of the House who would vote against the 
hole bill after that clause should have been in- 
rafted upon it. He referred to the weight of 
i matter which must be sent off by the mails daily, 
i, (some three thousand pounds, he was understood 
! to Say,) so as to be in the hands of the marshals 
by the Ist of June; and remarked that, if Con- 
gress should procrastinate much longer, the re- 
| quirement of that part of the bill which provided 
i that the taking of the census should commence on 
ii the Ist day of June, could not be executed. He 
: should therefore vote against all amendments, and 
against the amendment of the gentleman from 
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oc 


politic, and dangerous to diminish the number of ©: Ohio, [Mr. Vinton.] 


our representation. 


The question was then taken, and the amend- | 


ment was rejected. 

Mr. SWEETSER moved to amend, by insert- 
ing the number of 235. 

Mr. S., in explanation, said, that he very much 
regretted to see a proposition of this character 
drawn in upon the census bill at this time. He 


| thought it must be a matter of regret to gentlemen 


generally, that a proposition of so mush import- 


census we have annexed Texas, Oregon, New || ance should have been offered, at a time when it 
A 


Mr. S. then withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. MEACHAM moved to amend the amend- 
ment, by substituting the number of 246 in lieu of 
200. He had offered the amendment (he said) 
| that he might have an opportunity of making one 
| or two remarks. 

It certainly did appear to him, that the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vinton 
was entirely out of place. 
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fal and deliberate examination of the question than 
could possibly be given to it in the circumstances 
tinder which the committee was now acting. - As 
he viewed the matter at present, he waa inclined 
io the belief, that by reducing the number of Rep- 
resentatives, as contemplated by this amendment, 
the effect would be to.throw the whole legislation 
of. the country into the hands of a few of the 
larger States, leaving the „smaller States mere 
ciphers; and especially at this particular period in 
our history, when we were receiving vast acces- 
ions- to our territorial: boundaries 

Mr. BOCOCK interposed, he said, to a question 
of order. He submitted to the Chair-whether it 
was in order, after a vote had been taken on the 
proposition of the geneman from Ohio, and a call 
tor a division had been made on another amend- 
ment, to make these remarks? 3 
‘The CHAIRMAN said it was in order. No 
question had been taken, nor any division ben 


had. 

Mr. BOCOCK submitted that a vote had been 
taken; and a decision had. 

The CHAIRMAN said there had been no final 
decision. 

Mr. MEACHAM proceeded with his remarks. 
They had, he said, in Vermont, two hundred and 
forty members, and only about eight thousand 
square miles of territory. 


when our national limits, instead of being de- 


creased, were increasing rapidly; and, he thought, 
a liberal and enlightened policy would require 
that, so far from diminishing the number of Repre- 
In his judg- 
ment, the amendment was altogether out of place. | 
Let the matter go over until the census should 
Let us know what new States 
were to be admitted into the Union, and what was 
the number of Representatives which might be | 
desired in different parts of the country, and then 

let the question be decided. Let time be given 
for deliberation—for a comparison of views—or 
let a committee be appoitited to inquire into the | 
This was 
d the must proper mode of disposing of | 
the question; and more especially so, because it 
was his conviction, that to adopt this amendment 
would result in arraying against the entire bill a- 
sull more formidable opposition than already ex- 
He believed that it was wrong to introduce 
He objected to the attempt 
to force it through in this hasty and inconsiderate 
Some members 


sentatives, it should be increased. 


have been taken. 


subject, and to make a report upon it. 


the vest an 


isted. 
the amendment here, 


manner, It was doing injustice. 
might have had time to consider it in all its bear- 
ings; but few had had either time or opportunity 
to do so. He thought, therefore, that it was not 
asking too much that the amendment should not 
be pressed ala time when the committee was dis- 


cussing the census bill, with which it was not! 


necessarily connec ed, 

Mr. M. withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. LITYLEFIELD renewed the motion of 
the genileman from Vermont, (Mr. Meacuam,] 


and said that he ( vtr. L.) had well considered the | 


proposition now under consideration, the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Ono, [Mr. Vaxton.] 


When the proposition was first made, it struck | 


him favorauly, as to the principie*iavulved, though 
the numver proposed was not as large as he 
should desire. Ele was weil aware of the trouble 
and difficulty of apportioning the Representatives 
among the Siates alter the census had veen taken, 
He had had some expertence in this business. 


He was a member of the House when the present |j 


apportionment was made in 1342, as was also the 


present chairman of the committee, (Mr. Tromp- i 
son, of Missixsippt,] and sume fifteen other mem- | 
He well remembered | 


bers of the present blouse. 
the protracted struggié on that occasion, and the 
efforts made by the delegauons from the several 
Siates to adopt such a number to a Representative 
as would leave the smailest fraction tu their own 
Sate. It was with a view to prevent such troubie 


hereafter, that he had thuught favorably of tae l 


proposition to fx the number before the return of 
tHe census, 


and give it tuil consideration; but it was an im- 
portant subj et, and coud not ce fairly discussed 
althis time. li would deiay, and possibly defeat 
the census bill, wiicù all agreed should be passed 
with the least possible loss of umé, li was a sub- 


ject worthy of fres and full discuss’ 
+ 


He thought the amend- 
ment was especially inopportune at this time, 


And pow if full discussion couid be | 
had, he was prepared to entertain the proposition | 


tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, when 
the five minutes rule was not in force. The sub- 
ject of representation in this House was one of 
the dearest rights of the people, and no law or 
regulation affecting that right should be adopted 
without full consideration. .At-any rate, he was 
not prepared to adopt the measure without further 
deliberation. a 
the conclusion, contrary to his first impressions, 
to vote against the amendment of the gentleman 
from Ohio, (Mr. Vinron.] 

Mr. L. then withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. TAYLOR moved to substitute for the num- 
ber two hundred that of two hundred and forty. 

The CHAIRMAN said, that number had 
already been offered and rejected. 

Mr. TAYLOR continued. Any number—say 
two hundred and forty-two. All he desired was 
to say a few words in explanation. ` lt was with 
very great reluctance that he submitted any re- 
marks upon this particular quest 
of the debate on the census bill. But he regarded 
as one of the most important question that could 
be submitted to this body at any time, the appor- 
tionment of Represcntatives among the i 
States. And he regretted to be compeiled to ex- 
press his views upon the subject in the short space 
of five minutes allowed by the rule, when he 
found the most experienced members of this 
body—gentlemen, like his honorable colleague, 
[Mr. Vintron,] who had served many years in tne 
Congress of the United States, and whose knowl- 
edge, ability, and Jong public service commend 
their opinions to the country and to the House, dif- 
fering with himself. But, in looking at the Con- 
stitution of the United States, it would, in his 
humble judgment, 
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the apportionment of the Representatives should 


itants had been taken. 
tion say ?—the Constitution adopted in 1787— 
with the sanction of the highest names this coun- 
try has ever known—Washington, Rufus King, 
| Madison, Carroll, and other such men—declaring 
at that time that there should be one Represn- 
ative to every thirty thousand inhabitants. And 
it was contemplated, as he would show by the 
reading of the clause, that the number of Rep- 
resentatives should not exceed one for every thirty 
thousand, until such enumeration of inhabitants 
should be made as would enable Congress to make 
a proper apportionment. It was not until after an 
enumeration should be taken; and he contended 
| that Congress had no right to bind future bodies, 
until after the enumerauon of inhabitants was 
taken, and it was seen what our numbers were. 
Suppose there were twenty-five millions of people. 
He believed this body was not too numerous, and 


i 
1 


1 
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represent the interests of the people than two hun- 
dred. 

Mr. VINTON interposed, and (Mr. T. yielding 
| the floor) said, that his amendment provided that 
the apportionment should be made after the census 
was taken. The enumeration was first to be 
taken, and then the apportionment was to be made 
by the rule laid down. 

Mr. TAYLOR (resuming) said, he understood 
that; but they were judging for those who were 
to come afier them. Why should not the Con- 
gress which succeeded them represent the views 
and interesis of this great nation quite as well as 
the present Congress? He believed, that the 
enumeration should first be taken. He believed 
with the geniienan from Maryland, (Mr. Bowiz,} 
that ope Representative for every one hundred 
thousand people was little enough; and that if a 
member represented properly the interests, wishes, 
and feelings of his consutuens, he would find all 
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i 
i| intelligence, his talents, and bis patriousm called 
‘Tinto requisition. He (Mr. T.) beiieved the num- 
‘| ber was suiliciently smail, He would not, in an- 

ticipation of the census, limit it to a smaller num- 
ij ber 
The hammer fell. 


H amendment. 


.. He said that he had not paid any 
great atenton to the general objections which had 
veen urged against lhe adopton of this amendment; 
but, wud ail due deference to the gentleman from 
Onio, [Mr. Tayior,] who had just taken his seat, 


For these reasons he had come to | 


ion at this stage | 


rious | 


be found that it never was con- | 
templated by the framers of that instrument, that | 


be made until after the enumeration of the inhab: | 
What did the Constitu- | 


that two hundred and fifty members would better 


his time taxed to the utsnus!; he would find all his © 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, renewed the Í 


the slightest measure of pretence that the amend- 
ment involved any violation of the Constitution. 
One great necessity which existed for having a 
| legislative body was, that public sentiment should, 
through it, be collected and concentrated; and it 
should, therefore, be of such a size that the mem- 
bers could at least hear what each other said. In 
other words,.for purposes of discussion and inter- 
change of opinion, they ought to be within ear- 
shot of each other. For all purposes of efficient 
legislation, the House should be a controllable 
body, and not a mob in the Campus Martius or 
| the Champs de Elysees—a quiet, thoughtful, dis- 
creet, and wise body—not disorderly, tumultuous, 
and unwieldy. By some sort of sympathy, or 
animal fermentation, all large bodies, or congrega- 
tions of persons, ran into mobocracy and tumult, 
Large districts sent to the halls of legislation en- 
lightened men—men of experience, reputation, and 
character. It was on account of their character 
and reputation that they were elected. Small dis- 
tricts enabled little men from a county, or family, 
or faction, or some other unaccountable local 
cause, to come here. Small districts sent dema- 
gogues and young men—men fit for the State 
Legislatures, but, like boys, entirely too big for 
their breeches when it was their ambition to come 
here. The responsibility was increased in a small 
body; and a mob, from the very fact of its divided 
responsibility, would do that which no one man, 
nor any few men, would do. Fewer men could 
transact the public business as well as one-third 
or one-fourth of the number could transact it in 
the Senate; and it was to be remembered that 
thirty distinct legislatures transacted the business 
of the country, so far as concerned all small and 
local matters of the States. If the proposition 
should be adopted, it would save two months of 
the time of Congress at the next session, in scuf- 
fling over residiums, &c. Ifthe proposition should 
be found to be unsatisfactory, it would be in the 
power of the next Congress to repeal it. 

| Mr. T. withdrew the amendment. 

- Mr. McMULLEN inquired of the Chair what 
i the question before the committee was? 

The CHAIR explained. 

Mr. TAYLOR said he had withdrawn his 
amendment. 

Mr. McCMULLEN renewed it. 

Mr. McM., in explanation, characterized the 
proposition made by the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. Vinton] as being altogether superfluous. 
He objected to any attempt thus to tie up the 
hands of their successors. The proposition be 
declared to be unprecedented in the history of 
! legislation. He directed the attention of the com- 
mittee to the geographical line which divided—by 
the Blue Ridge Mountains—one portion of the 
State which he in part represented from anotker, 
and to the conflicung interests of the people on 
the one and the other side—from which he en- 
forced the necessity of having the census first 

taken, that the representation might be properly 
i! apportioned. It was a matter of great concern to 
| the State of Virginia, that the census should be 
i! first taken; and no member of the House, espe- 
‘cially from Virginia, should desire to handeuff 
| their successors in the manner proposed by this 
‘amendment. For his own part, he would be 
‘| satisfied that the number of representatives should 
| ultimately be fixed any where beyond two hundred, 
‘or at the present number. He would even go be- 
i| yond that. He considered it important shat the 
i! constituent and the representative should know 

He alluded to the length of the dis- 
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:! each other. 
‘| trict which he himself represented at this time, 
and which, he said, was two hundred and sixty- 
five miles. How could a member efficiently repre- 
‘| gent his constituents, if they were not known to 
‘each other? He desired especially that the prop- 
; osition of the gentleman from Ohio [ Mr. Vinton] 
shouid be voted down. And he gave notice that 
if the amendment shouid prevail, be should feel it 
‘to be his duty to vote against the whole bill. 

Mr. NicML. then withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. KAUFMAN renewed it, 

Mr. JONES rose, he said, to a question of 
order Tne rale which allowed a member five 
| minutes for explanation, required that his remarks 

shouid be confined to the amendment he might 
i olfer. Now, he desired to know whether a mouon 
1, to strike out and insert another number opened 
the whole merits of the amendment of the gentle- 


if 


è 4 a pee : ; 
ion in Commit- || it seemed to him (Mr. F.) that there could not be 4 man from Ohio, (Mr. Vinrow?] 


1850. 


927 


The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order. 

Mr. KAUFMAN renewed the motion, in order 
to entitle him to address the committee.’ He rose 
(he said) for the purpose of supporting the amend- 
ment which had been proposed by the gentleman 
from Ohio; and, as a member of this body, he 
thanked the gentleman for having proposed it. 


He should have preferred that the census should | 


be taken in accordance with the provisions of the 
act of 1790; and’ he should also have preferred 
that the number provided for in the amendment 
had been less than it was; but a motion had been 
made by him to reduce the number to one hundred 
and fifty, and it had failed, and he should support 
the amendment, therefore, as it then stood. He 
believed that less than two hundred were sufficient 
to discharge the duties of legislation in a manner 
creditable to themselves and beneficial to the great 


interests which were to be intrusted to them. He | 


believed that this amendment was one of great and 
vital importance. He regarded it as a practical 
amendment; and he believed if it should not be 
adopted, that when the House came to act upon 
an apportionment bill, the storm of feeling that 
would be raised in this country would show sig- 
nificantly and emphatically to the House and the 
country the propriety of the amendment then un- 
der consideration: before the committee, 
amendment were not now adopted, or an amend- 


ment containing a similar. principle, the Legisla- | 


tures of nearly all the States would have to be 
convened for the purpose of laying off the new 
Congressional districts, at an expens eof hundreds 
of thousands of dollars—an enormous tax to be 
imposed upon the people of this country. 

What would be the condition of things in this 
House when they came to act upon the apportion- 
ment bill? The unhappy state of feeling which 
now exists throughout the country would be in- 


creased to an alarming extent, and gentlemen | 


might be assured that when the vote came to be 
taken upon that apportionment bill, such a 
scene would occur as*had never before per- 
haps been witnessed in Congress. Formerly 
the struggle was mainly between the larger and 
the smaller States, but the indications arising from 
the feeling now existing in the country clearly 


showed that it would be converted into a sectional | 


question; and if the North should undertake to 
trespass or encroach upon the rights of the South, 
to the extent of one hair’s breadth, a storm, 
such an excitement of feeling, would be created 
throughout this country as had never before oc- 
curred during the existence of this Government. 
The agitation of the Wilmot proviso, which had 
prevailed for four years in Congress, would be 
nothing to it, The agitation of the questions 
with which Congress was now engaged would be 
nothing in comparison to it; more especially as it 
would be within the knowledge of all, the fact 
would be known to the people of the North and 
of the South, that the whole difficulty might have 
been prevented by the adoption of the amendment 
which they had now before them. Fle hoped that 
no member of the committee would vote against 
theamendment. {t was an important amendment, 
and one which should have been adopted before; 
but if ever there was a time when the state of feel- 
ing existing in the country demanded the adoption 
of such a provision, in order to prevent the increase 
of sectional and hostile feelings, and if possible to 
allay them, the present was that ime. He should 
vote for the amendment most cordially, and he be- 
lieved, from the indications which had been airead y 
given upon that floor, that it would receive the 
sanction of a majority of the committee. 


There are now two hundred and thirty-one | 


members on this floor. This amendment proposes 
to reduce them to two hundred. Mr. K. said that 
he believed that every member taken out of this 


body would secure thousands of dollars to the J 
country, and add additional years to the duration | 


of the Onion. 

Mr. KAUFMAN withdrew the motion. 

Mr. JOHN A. KING said he would move an- 
other number, one which had not been before pro- 
posed; for the purpose of enabling him to occupy 
the floor fora few moments, he would move to m- 


seri fifty-one, so that the number would stand two | 
He thought there ought : 
to be some relative proportion between the num- | 


hundred and fifty-one. 


ber of members of the Senate and of the House. 
If the Senate were a fixed body, if it did not in- 
crease in numbers from time to time, there would 


If that: 


bea propriety in fixing the number of the members 


of the House of. Representatives. There were 
State legislatures in which the number of members 
of both houses were fixed; such was the case in 
his own State, and in Virginia he believed a simi- 
lar state of things existed. But the Senate of the 
United States was a body that was liable to change 
as new States came in, and they were coming In 
very rapidly. Some were now waiting to be ad- 
mitted. : 

The Senate of the United States at present con- 
sisted of sixty members, and the House of Repre- 
sentatives oftwo hundred and thirty-one. Thatrela- 
tive proporuon had been fixed upon mature delib- 
eration and for good and sufficient reason. If the 
popular sentiment or the popular will was to be 
|| reflected at all, it must be reflected in that body, 
|| and nothing was so well calculated to reflect pub- 
lic sentiment as numbers. It was said that num- 
bers produced confusion and were calculated to 
impede legislation. He would admit, that if car- 
ried beyond proper bounds, if made to exceed the 
number that was sufficient to reflect popu'ar sen- 
timent, it would be attended with disadvantage. 
There were alwayssome listless and inefficient men, 


carried through by the active and energetic portion 
of the members. it was not numbers which pre- 
vented legislation; it was the want of vitality, 
which sometimes existed on the part of a legisla- 
tive body, which prevented them from carrying 
out the popular will. 
he held; and he was not for taking away the effi- 
ciency and force which numbers gave to their acts 
of legislation. There were important questions 
upon which the popular judgment should be ex- 
pressed, and it was in this branch of Congress that 
that popular jadgment was to be indicated. There 
should, then, be a sufficient number of members to 
represent fully the whole body of the people. It 
was for this reason that he was of opinion, that 
if the number of members was increased to two 
hundred and fifty, the body would not be too nu- 
merous to make efficient and proper laws for this 
nation. He would, therefore, move, and he trust- 
ed that he might obtain a vote upon the motion, 
to insert fifty-one. He knew not what favor his 
proposition might meet with, and he was not very 
solicitous on the subject; but if the amendment 
proposed by the gentieman from Onio should pre- 
vail, he would greatly prefer that the nu «ber of 
Representatives should be two hundred and fifty, 
rather than that they should be confined to two 
hundred. 

The question being put upon the proposition to 
insert fifty-one, so as to make the number two 
hundred and fifty-one, the votes were counted by 
tellers, and were, ayes 53, noes 64. 

So the motion did not prevail. 


the word ‘“Shundred,’’? so as to make the number 
two hundred and thirty-five. 

| Upon this motion tellers wereaskedand ordered, 

and Messrs. Catvin and Mixuson were appointed 

as such. 

The members having passed between the tellers, 
it was ascertained that there were 56 ayes, aud 59 
noes. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. WOOD moved to amend the amendment, 
by adding after the words “twv hundred,” the 
words *‘ thirty-four,” so as to make the number 
two hundred and thirty-four. 

The question being put, it was decided in the 
negative, 

Mr. GENTRY moved to amend the amend- 
ment, by inserung after the words ‘¢two hun- 


number two hundred and seventy. 

He desired to say that the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Kine] had fully expressed the views 
which he entertained of the pulicy of having a House 
of Representatives large and full enough to repre- 


exist and will hereafter exist in our country. 
He would not add a word to what had fallen from 
the gentleman from New York, but that he thought 
the gentleman had omitted a single item which, in 
his opinion, was enuled to great consideration. 
The House of Representatives ought not only to 
represent all the wishes and opinions of the con- 
stituency, but should be so large as to be beyond 
any improper action on the part of the Execative 
! branch, which might lead to the danger of mis- 


and it became necessary that the business should be | 


That was the opinion that | 


Mr. BOOTH moved to insert thirty-five after | 


| dred,” the word “seventy,” so as to make the |; 


sent the millions on millions of citizens which now i 


j; a triumphant vote. 


il representing the wishes and. the will of the peo- 


le. 
It had passed under his observation since he had 
been a member of this House, and more’ than 
once—and he disclaimed any intention to make 
allusions to any Administration—when queations 
of great importance had been introduced here, 
which were received withvut the slightest degree 
of favor at the outset, that almost immediately 
afterwards, an evident change had taken place. 
Execu:ive appliances were brought into operation, 
and these being repeated time and time over again, 
the original proposition received some unimportant 
modifications, so that what had, at the first, found 
no favor at all with the House, finally passed by 
Since that ime our country. 
| has greatly increased, anu, in the last few years, 
| the patronage of the Executive has increased, is 
| increasing, and will continue to increase. In the 
i hands of a designing Executive, this influence 
might hereafter be brought to bear more effectually 
on a House of Representatives, reduced: in its 
numbers to the limit prescribed in the amendment 
of the gentleman from Ohio. He desired to have 
the House so large as to be beyond the reach of 
this Executive influence, in order that the repre- 
sentatives of the people may speak, and act, and 
vote, independently of every influence, except the 
wishes and opinions of their constituents. The 
gentleman from Kentucky(Mr. Tuompeson] thought 
that the House, in its proceedings, sometimes re- 
sembled a mob. Now he was willing to put this 
House in comparison with the other House in this 
Capitol, with reference to the orderly character of 
our proceedings. Is there not quiteas much order 
in this House as there is in the other? ‘That body 
is few in number, yet he thought our proceedings 
would not suffer by a comparison with those of 
the other branch. ; 

Let this Flouse faithfully reflect the feelings, the 
prejudices, and even the passions of the people— 
even ulthough they should rise to the fury of a 
tempest—and thus they would properly and truly 
carry out the true principles of our Government. 
Let us be careful so to fulfill our representative du- 
ties as that they may not be liable to Executive 
interference in any shape. This would be best 
effected by having a large and full House, Fle 
was willing that the number should be increased 
| to three hundred, but as that was not likely to 
| meet the favor of the committee, he was content 


|| to taxe the number he had designated in his amend- 


ment, 

There was yet another reason which operated - 
on his mind. On the all-exciting subject which 
had occupied so much of our time, nearly every 
gentleman on this floor had made a speech, or con- 
sidered himself bound to make one. Now he de- 
sired to see the number of representatives so much 
increased, as to render it impossible for every one 
to make a speech, 

Here the hammer fell. 

Tellers were then demanded on the motion: of 
Mr. Gentry, and a majority rising in favor of 
the demand, Mr. Hossarn, of Alabama, and Mr. 
Horria, of Virginia, were requested by tie 
Char to act as tellers. 

The question on the motion to amend was then 
put and decided in the negative—ayes 51, noes 72. 

Mr. VENABLE moved to strike out 2UU aud 
insert 18U. He was satisfied to vote for the limtl- 
ation to two hundred, and offered his amend- 
ment, pro forma, merely to reply to an argument 
which bad been often urged upon the commities, 
It had been urged by the gentleman from Pen- 
nessee, [Mr. Gentry,] that a numerous House 
would be fess accessible to the influence of the 
Executive, less exposed to corrupuon, and more 
conservative than a smaller nuinber. This may 
be true in extreme cases; but the safest course 
here, as in all other cases, was to adopt a medium 
between extremes,—a. house sufficiently numer- 
ous to represent the people, and transact the busi- 
ness with dispatch, and not so numerous as to 
| approach the character of a mob. but it was a 
fallacy that very numerous bod.es were less exe 
posed to corrupting influences than smaller ones. 
lt would be much easter to mislead a buge town 
meeting than a grand jury. Large a-seniudes are 
more exposed to the contagious influence of ex- 
i cited feeling than smaili aud mores responsible 
ones. If gentlemen wish, in fact, to prevent the 
influence of the Executive on the members of this 
House, if they are in good earnest, let them intro- 
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dase a bill which forbids any member of Congress 
from- accepting office from the Executive whilst 
a member of Congress, or. for two years after- 
wards. This will destroy the power of the Ex- 
ecutive here, aud for such a bill I will vote with 
pleasure. ` This remedy will reach the seat of the 
disease. ` i 

<. He withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. DURKEE renewed the amendment for the 

purpose of making an explanation. : : 

Fle said: Mr. Chairman, I donotrise with a view 

òf influencing the final vote on the question, as the 
committee has repeatedly indicated its purpose 
to sustain. the amendment of the gentleman from 
Ohio, but to give some reasons for my vote to en- 
large rather than diminish the number of members 
of the House of Representatives. But before doing 
so, let me express my warmest approbation of the 
noble and generous sentiments which have just 
fallen from the honorable gentleman from Tennes- 
see, [Mr. Gentry. ] 

The correct rule, sir, for us to adopt in settling 
this question, in my opinion, is, to go for the 
largest possible number that can be efficient in the 
business of legislation. This Government has ever 
been large in geographical dimensions ever since 
the confederation of the States, and now greatly 
enlarged by extensive acquisitions, reaching from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific, and from the British do- 
minions, on the north, to the Gulf of Mexico. We 
are soon to have a great number of additional 
States, many of them to be inhabited by people 
of different languages and customs, (as our coun- 
try is the asylum of the oppressed of other nations;) 
it will therefore be seen, the more we mingle in 
national legislation the more rapidly shall we be 
assimilated into republican simplicity of American 
character; the more we become acquainted with 
each other, the more fully shall we see that the 
principle of legislation that is good for any portion 
of our common country is good for all; our high- 
est interests are one. 

Sir, the only efficient Igw we have in this coun- 
try is the will of the people; itis therefore desir- 
able to have it expressed as fully as practicable on 
our statute books. Even the Constitution and the 
Judiciary department feel to some extent the in- 
fluence of the mighty current of thought that guides 
the nation in its administration of public affairs. 
1 expect ever to obey this law unless it shall re- 
quire me to do a wrong; in such a case, I shall be 

isloyal without regard to consequences. 

. Lam aware, however, sir, that the tendency of 
political managers and: tacticians for a few years 
past is in another direction, and it seems to me 
that influence affects us more now than we are 
aware of, in giving this vote. Why, sir, itis but 
a short time since, that in one of our great national 
„primary political meetings, we adopted the two- 
thirds rule, soon after the majority rule, and at 
the organization of this House we came down still 
lower, to the minority rule, since gentlemen who 
have seats on this floor are urging with great ve- 
hemence the adoption of the one-fifth rule, that is, 
one-fifth to rule the four-fifths. Sir, lam con- 
scious that these cases are not strictly analogous, 
but they serve to show that the representatives of 
the pecple are approximating to the one man 
power, while the people themselves, f believe, are 
expanding their affections into a wider and higher 
Democracy—a sympathy for all mankind. The 
remarks of the gentleman from Texas (Mr. Kavur- 
man]—who is in favor of reducing the present 
number to one hundred and fifty—run particularly || 
in this direction. He says we must setile this 
question now, it wilT not do to allow the people to 
adjust it hereafter—that the public sentiment will 
break out in great disorder and confusion, far sur- 
passing the excitement that now exists on the sub- 
ject of the Wilmot proviso. Sir, let me say to 
the honorable gentleman from ‘Texas, if we avow 
it to be our purpose to control public opinion on 
*the subject of representation hereafter, by a strin- 
gent system of legislation, we shall justly draw 
upon our heads the indignation of the people and 
the whole country—we shall be quietly permit- || 
ted to vacate our seats for such men as believe in 
the doctrine of principal and agency in this mat- 
ter. 

„Mr. Chairman, I have discovered no inconve- 
nience from our present number of Representa- 
tives in prosecuting our legislative duties, but, on 
the contrary, I have been highly entertained and 


to bring up so grave and important a matter as the |; motion had been made and rejected. 


y 
body, that have been conducted, ‘with few excep- | 
tions, with the most perfect order and propriety. 
Especially, sir, did we during the long struggle 
for Speaker, and occasionally amidst the most ex- 
citing debate, give the strongest demonstrations 
that the Government of this Republic is the intel- 
ligence and sobriety of the people. I will con- | 
clude, sir, by saying, that I should feel gratified if | 
it should suit the pleasure of the committee to | 
postpone the further consideration of this question 
until we should have a more full expression of the 
people throughout the whole country. 

Mr. D. withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. TOOMBS renewed the amendment. He 
stated, in substance, that his principal object was, 
to make a remark or two in reply to the observa- 
tions which had fallen from the gentleman from 
Tennessee, [Mr. Gentay,] and the gentleman from 
Wisconsin, [Mr. Durkex,] which he considered 
as based on a fallacious principle. He dissented | 
trom the policy of increasing the number of the | 
House of Representatives, and disclaimed the doc- 
trine that members were bound to represent on 
this floor all the prejudices and caprices of their 
constituents. 
such effort. The country was toó large, the inter- 
ests were too various and conflicting, to permit 
this to be done. All that was practicable or desi- | 
rable was, to represent the general feelings and į 
opinions of the people. He adverted to the differ- 
ence in the character of the proceedings in the 
British Parliament, and that of the proceedings of 
Congress. There, the business of legislation em- 

braced a variety of topics, which, under our insti- 
tutions, were divided between Congress and the 
various State Legisiatures. He thought that the 
introduction of any local feeling and prejudice in 
the legislative proceedings of Congress would be 


He denied the practicability of any || 


ants had not yet been taken; they were acting 
comparatively in the dark. lt might be said they 
| were now only fixing the rule by which they were 
to be governed hereafter. Let that rule depend on 
the facts developed by the actual enumeration as 
taken by the respective marshals. All such rules 
depended upon the state of facts, out of which they 
originated; these facts must be collected and 
brought before them, before they could properly 
be called to act. : 
| Besides, there was another important point. He 
denied the right of this Congress to delegate the 
i power of fixing the apportionment of representa- 
tion to any individual, or to any officer, because 
the fixing the apportionment under the Constitu- 
tion was a sovereign act, an act of sovereign power. 
Although he believed that the House of Represent- 
atives might be, perhaps, too large, yet the fixing 
| the number.of Representatives of the States of this 
Confederacy under the Constitution, was to be 
done by the body representing the sovereign power 
of the nation. ‘They could not prescribe rules for 
| the purpose, and then delegate the execution of 
these rules to a third party; they could not say 
that the Secretary of the Interior should do that 
i duty, should perform that obligation, which the 
„Constitution had imposed upon Congress. It was 
wrong. If they had the right to do it, he should 
say that the proposition was ill-timed and prema- 
ture. They had no time to discuss this grave and 
important matter; the five minutes rule did not 
permit the discussion of the various interests and 
principles involved in fixing the ratio of the rep- 
| resentation of the States, for he agreed with the 
| gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Toomss,] that the 
States were to be represented. 
The proposition ought therefore to be voted 
| down, 


i 


i 
| 
| 


highly improper. la fact, it would be impracti- 
cable. 


from Tennessee, of the influence exercised by the 
Executive on the proceedings of this House, he 
asked if the gentleman was of the opinion that it 
would be harder to buy up members because they 
were fewer in number? Did that gentleman think 
that in proportion to the diminution of numbers 
would be the elevation of the standard of morality ? 
He then reminded the gentleman, that such a mode 
of reasoning was directly in opposition to the or- 
dinary principles which regulated trade, which 
held that value lowered as the supply became 
greater. If you went into the market to buy a 
barrel of flour ora pair of boots, it was invariably 
the case that you found the price regulated by the 
supply. That was the way the thing worked. If 
we were to adopt the principle of bringing into 
this House a reflex of all the prejudices and feel- 
ings of every part of our extended population, 
from Maine to ‘i’exas, and to the Pacific, the coun- 
try could not stand. It was our daty to confine 


here by our constituents. It should be our main 
duty to secure an equal representation, and to let | 
the poor man be repesented here, as well as the 
rich. 
numerous. Heshould prefera limit of this branch | 
to one hundred and fifty members. But if the | 
number of two hundred was deemed better, he | 
would yield to the sentiment of the House, and 
adopt that number. The House was already large 
enough, and, in his opinion, too large. 

Te then withdrew the motion to amend. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, moved the fol- 


lowing: 


With reference to the complaint of the gentleman | 


our action to those objects for which we were sent | 


He thought the House was already too | 


|! If they said to the Secretary of the Interior that 
[| he might fix the apportionment of representation 
i; under a rule which they prescribed to him, mis- 
| takes might occur in tye calculations—in other 
‘| words, the Secretary might not bring out the 
|| proper results by the division, and there would be 
li no remedy until after one election should have 
| taken place. 

The question was taken, and the amendment to 
the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. BAYLY moved to amend by making the 

number two hundred and nine. He did so, he 
| said, to appeal to the committee, that as the sense 
li of the committee had been distinctly ascertained, 
| as a variety of numbers had been proposed and 
|| rejected, and it was very distinctly ascertained that 
|! the majority of the committee were in favor of the 
‘i number of two hundred, if the amendment were 
i| to prevail at all, to allow the vote to be taken at 
|| once upon the amendment of the gentleman from 
|| Ohio, [cries of ** Agreed, agreed,’”] as it seemed 
| perfectly certain that they could not alter the num- 
ber, and let them stop this useless waste of time. 
| He withdrew his amendment. 
' Mr. HUBBARD moved to amend by making 
| the number two hundred and eleven, for the pur- 
; pose, he said, of making a few remarks. Fle 
protested against the conclusion which the gen- 
tleman from Virginia had drawn, that because 
many members had voted here for the number two 
hundred, they were in favor of the entire amend- 
ment. 

Mr. BAYLY (explaining) said the gentleman 
from Alabama had misunderstood him. He had 
stated tha: a majority of the committee were ob- 
viously in favor of that number if the amendment 
were to prevail at all, 


i 
i 
H 


i 
| 
H 
| 


_ Beit further enacted, That the Secretary of the Interior, 
in his instructions to whe marshals, shali direct that the sta- 
tistics in regard to ali other descriptions of hemp not embraced í 


and estimated in the returns. i 
i 


The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of : 
order. 


(be said) which he had in so doing was to give 
his views which came up as pertinent to that mo- 
tion. He was opposed to the amendment of the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Vixron;] and the |! 
amendment of the gentleman from Wisconsin, be- i 
ing in his opinion calculated to defeat that amend- | 
ment, he wasin favor of it. This was not the time .! 


instructed in the very interesting debates of this 


settling the representation of the country for ten į; 
years to come. The enumeration of: the inhabit- |; 


inthe denomination of dew and water-rotied, shall be taken |: 


| Mr. GREEN renewed the amendment of the |' 
gentieman from Wisconsin, and the only object | 


Mr. HUBBARD (resuming) said he agreed 
with the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. GREEN] 
upon one point; that this was not the time in 
which the ratio of representation should be 
: fixed; and he would give lis reason. ‘The fixing 
' the ratio in advance might hold out the tempta- 
: tion to some of the States to bring up their enu- 
meration to a particular point so as to secure à 
certain number of Representatives. Let Con- 
gress, after the enumeration was made, fix the 


: ratio, and the census would be fairly taken. 


He withdrew the amendment. 

Calls for the question. 

Mr. WOOD moved to strike out ‘two hun- 
dred” and insert "two hundred and thirty-four.” 

The CHAIRMAN stated that he believed that 
tt was not, 
therefore, again in order. 

Some conversation followed between Mr. Woop 
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and the Chairman on this point, but the Chair re- 
taining the impression that it had once been acted 
on, 
The amendnient was not received. ; 

Mr. BOOTH moved to strike out “two hun- 
dred?” and insert “ two hundred and thirty-three.” 
Tie temporarily withdrew the amendment to en- 
able Mr. Duncan to make an explanation. 

Mr. DUNCAN renewed the amendment of Mr. 
Booru, and proceeded to submit some remarks in 
favor of the number proposed by it, ‘two hundred 
and thirty-three.” He wished to call the attention 
of the House to the fact, that if they adopted this 
number they would do no violence to the feelings 
of the people of the country—it being very nearly 
the number of which this House was now com- 
posed. 

Gentlemen argued this question as if they were 
fixing the ratio of representation fofever. They 
forgot that the mover of this amendment offered it 
only as a means of securing a perpetual organiza- 
tion of the House; but the measure would be sub- 
ject to bealtered or repealed by any succeeding 
Congress. There was, therefore, no danger in 
adopting it. 


He was willing to vote for any number between 


two hundred and two hundred and fifty. And he had 
voted for almost every number that had been pro- 
posed. But he believed that adopting a proposi- 
tion intended to secure the organization and the 
perpetuity of the House of Representatives, they 
could insert no safer number than that of which 
the present House was composed. A number 
which, as he had before said, would excite no ap- 
prehension or alarm in the minds of the people. 

The question being on the number 233— 

Messrs, BOOTH, DUNCAN, and others called 
for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. FEATHERSTON 
and Gour» were appointed, who—the question 
having been taken—reported ayes 58, noes 63. 

So the amendment was rejected. ` 

The question recurred on the original amend- 
ment of Mr. Viyron, on which tellers had been 
ordered, 

The question was taken, and the tellers, Messrs. 
Jones, and Borer, of Pennsylvania, reported— 
ayes 72, noes 63. 

So the amendment, as originally offered by Mr. 
Vinton, was adopted.. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania. I believe 
that all the amendments have been gone through 
with. 
report the bill. : 

The CHAIRMAN. The substitute for the bill 
of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Miter] remains 
unacted on. 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD moved to amend the bill, 
by adding the following, to come in after the 
amendment of Mr. Vinroy, viz: 

Provided, That if the Department of the Interior shall be 
abolished by law before the provisions of this act are carried 
into effect, the duties hereby imposed on the Secretary of 
the Interior shall be performed by the Secretary of State. 

The amendment, by ayes 51, noes 66, was re- 
jected. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, said he sup- 
posed it would now be in order for him to move 
anamendment. He desired to propose an addi- 
tional section to the bill. Yesterday he had en- 
deavored to amend one of the schedules—— 

The CHAIR (interposing) requested the gen- 
tleman to state what the amendment which he 
intended to offer was. 

Mr. STANTON sent to the Clerk’s table the 
following amendment; which was read: 

Be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Interior, 
in bis instructions to the marshals, shall direct that the sta- 
tistics in regard to all other descriptions of hemp not em- 
hraced in the denomination of dew and water-rotted, shall 
be taken and estimated in the returns. 

The amendment having been read— 

Mr. STANTON said, that he had yesterday 
attempted to have the schedules so amended as 
that a description of hemp not comprehended within 
what was known as the dew and water-rotted 
hemp should be included. He had been told by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Tuome- 


59 


If so, I move that the committee rise and į 


| 


4 


s0N,] that the schedules had been already printed. | 


He (Mr. S.) had been given to understand by that 
gentleman that no amendment could be made to 
the tables at this time. 
strange, that the Secretary of the Interior, or any 
one else, should direct certain pegs to be set, and 
should order that they, the Congress of the United 
States, should march up to them. He (Mr. S.) 
thought that this was wrong; and intending, at 
the time he made the effort, to go fora large por- 
tion of the bill, he had changed his mind, and an- 
nounced that he should go against the bill unless 


| some amendments which, in his judgment, were 


material, should be made. The chairman of the 
Committee on the Judiciary [Mr. Tuompson] had 
said that the most proper mode of accomplishing 
the object would be to get the Secretary of the In- 
terior to instruct the marshals.- He (Mr. S.) de- 
sired to effect the object. The information was 
important. The hemp to which he referred was 
known as Kyanized—a description of hemp which, 
to some extent, was superseding, in the cordage 
used by boatmen on the Ohio and Mississippi 
rivers, that made of water-rotted and Manila 
hemp. He desired that this description of hemp, 
as well as any other, might be embraced in the 
information that should be collected. 

The question was then taken and the amend- 
ment was agreed to. i 


| 
| 
It had struck his mind as | 
i 
| 
i 
| 


Mr. JONES offered the following, as an addi- | 


tional section, to come in at the end of the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Vixron.] 


And be it further enacted, That the first election for Rep- 


shall be held in each State on the first Thursday in May, 
1853. And forever thereafter an election for Representa- 
tives shall be held in each State on the first Thursday in 
May next after the expiration of every succeeding Con- 
gress: Provided, Thatuothing herein contained shall be con- 
strued to prevent any State from providing for the holding 
of elections at any time for the purpose of filling such vacan- 
cies as may occur in the representation of the several 
States. “a 

Mr. JONES (in explanation) said that Congress 
had never interfered with the time of holding 
elections for the House of Representatives of the 
United States, although they had clearly the right, 
as given by the Constitution, to prescribe the time 
of holding such elections. 

In the year 1845, Congress had passed a law 
requiring the electors of President and Vice Pres- 
ident to be elected on the same day throughout the 
country. That law, he thought, had not the gen- 
eral approbation of the people in every part of 
the United States. He thought it was important, 
very important, that the Representatives of the 
people in this House should also be elected on the 
same day in each of the States. At present some 
of the States elected in the fall preceding the ex- 
piration of the existing Congress—others, as, for 
instance, Mississippi and Louisiana, did not elect 


until the month of November immediately preced- | 


ing the time when they were required to take their 


seats in this House, (that was to say, the first Mon- | 
dayin December.) By requiring the elections to be |! 


held on the same day, much cause of complaint 


would be obviated, and, probably, much improper | 


and fraudulent voting would be prevented. No 
voter could then be imported into a district where 
an election was pending, from some other district 
where an election had already been held. When 
the elections, generally, had come off, and a few 
only remained to take place, and when it wag as- 
certained that parties stood very close, importa 
tions of voters might, under the existing regula 
tions, be made. By this means, gross frauds 
might be practiced upon the ballot-box, and, in 
various ways, results might be produced, materi 


ally changing the complexion of the House of; 


Representatives, and giving to it a preponderance 
against the majority of the people, who alone 
ought to decide what its character should be. It 
seemed to him important that such an amendment 
should be adopted. He supposed that it could 
not meet with opposition from any quarter of this 
House. It wond caase no inconvenience to any 
State of the Union; becAuse it was yet far enough 
in advance for every State to regulate its legislation 


a 


Sg 


i 


i an appeal. 


in accordance with such a law, as the Legislature 
of each of the States would hold a session before 
this law, if adopted, would go into effect. 

Mr. HOUSTON called for the reading of the 
amendment; which was again read. 

Mr. JONES desired to add, that he had no par- 
ticular partiality for the day designated in his 
amendment; but it was requisite that some day 
should be assigned.- If any other was more ac- 
erpiabig to the committee, it would be equally so 
to him. 

Mr. HUBBARD (Mr. Jones withdrawing his 
amendment for the purpose) offered a pro forma 
amendment, in order to make a buyjef explanation. 

Mr. H. said, he did not think w. the country 
required the change contemplated by the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from . Tennessee, [Mr. 
Jonss.] Some of the States preferred that elec- 
tions for Representativesin this House should be 
held at the same time as the elections for mem- 
bers of the State legislatures were held. It was 
to them a matter of great convenience. There 
was no necessity for this change; it suited the 
convenience of some of the States that the clection 
should be held in the month of August; some it 
suited that the election should be held at one 
time, and some at another. The choice had been 
wisely left to the States, as a matter affecting 
their own convenience. Why, then, should it be 
changed? Or why should Congress prescribe that 
the election should be held in May, whether that 
time suited the convenience of the States or not? 
He hoped the amendment of the gentleman from 


f 4 3 f ; a5] would be rejected. 
resentatives under the apportionment herein provided for, |i Tennessee [Mr Jones] on J 


He withdrew his amendment. . 

Mr. HOUSTON said, that if any proposition 
of this kind were to be adopted, he should prefer 
that the day should be the same as that on which 


‘the election was held for electors for President 
-and Vice President of the United States. 


He 
moved an amendment, therefore, prescribing the 
Tuesday after the first Monday in November, in 
the year 1852. 

An amendment of this character, hé’said, would 
meet the views of the people of the State which 
he had the honor to represent. The constitution 
of the State of Delaware had fixed the day of. the 
general election in that State; but after the pas- 
sage of the law by the Federal Government, pre- 
scribing the time when the election of electors of 
President and Vice President should take place, 
an attempt had been made to amend the constitu- 
tion of Delaware by a vote of the Legislature, so 
as to fix the election of all officers of the State 
upon the same day; thus evading the expense 
and inconvenience of two elections, one occurring 
within a very short period of the other. This 
amendment under the constitution required a vote 
of two-thirds, which was not secured, and the 
amendment had not yet been made: It was 
doubtful whether it could be made. It seemed to 
him very desirable that the election of the Repre- 
sentatives—of all officers of the Federal Govern- 
ment, so far as depended upon the action of the 
States, should be fixed upon one and the same 
day, so that they might take place simultane- 
ously. For these reasons he had offered the 
amendment. 

Mr. KAUFMAN rose to a question of order. 
He submitted that an amendment providing for 


| the time of holding the election of Representatives 


was irrelevant to this bill, and therefore not in 
order. : 
The CHAIRMAN overruled the point oforder. 
Mr. KAUFMAN dissented, but would not, he 
said, consume the time of the committee by taking 


Mr. SACKETT desired to be informed by the 
Chair, what was the time proposed for the election ? 

The CHAIRMAN explained. 

Mr. SACKETT was proceéding to address the 


| committee. 


The CHAIRMAN interposed, and said, that no 
remarks or amendments were now in order. 

Mr. SACKETT requested the gentleman from 
Delaware [Mr. Houston] to withdraw his amend- 
ment, 
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Ne ent 
Mp HOUSTON withdrew it. 

Me BACKETT renewed it, but suggested (as 
the ‘reporter understood, for Mr. S. was doubtfully 
heard).that the amendment of the gentleman from 
Delaware [Mr. Houston] would Rave the coun- 
try in the same condition in one important respect, 
as thatin. which it was now placed. He alluded 
to the fact that, owing to the time at which some of 
the States held their elections, there was an inter- 
regnum in the existence of Congress. In other 
words, there was a certam period of time when 
no-Congress was in existence; so that if any pub- 
lic:emergency required the convocation of a special 
session, someof the States would be unrepresented, 
or must order special elections to be held. 

Mr. HOUSTON said that if the amendment he 
had proposed should be agreed to, he thought the 
objection stated: by the gentleman from New York 
would not exist. In his (Mr. H.’s) own State 
the amendmenf’would only make a difference of 
one week; aM there could be no interregnum. 
The amendment provided for the*clection one 
year and one month preceding the meeting of 
Congress. He (Mr. H.) had been elected one 
year and one month preceding the meeting of 
Congress. ` 

Mr. SACKETT said, he had then misunder- 
stood the amendmeut of the gentleman from Dela- 
ware, [Mr. Housron.] 

The CHAIRMAN said, that he had not under- 
stood the amendment of the gentleman from Dela- 
ware to be such as now explained by himself. 
And the Chair invited the gentleman to place the 
amendment in the precise form in which he desired 
it to be submitted to the committee. 

Mr. HOUSTON then offered the amendment 
in the following words: 

«c That the first election of Representatives, under the ap- 
portionment herein provided for, shall be held in each State 
on the Tuesday after the first Monday in November, in the 
year 1852, and forever thereafter an election of Representa- 
tives shall be held in each State on the Tuesday after the 
first Mouday next after the expiration of every succeeding 
Congress. R 

Mr. SACKETT remarked that the question of 
time was immaterial. The great point to be ob- 


tained was, that we should never be without a 
Congress elect. ; 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, objected 
to the amendment of Mr. Jones as out of order, 
on the ground of irrelevancy. 

The CHAIRMAN said that when the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Vinton] 
was proposed, the Chair had had some doubt as to 
its being in order, but on reflection, and no member 
raising the point against it, the amendment had 
been received and voted on. The amendment of 
the gentleman from Tennessee was certainly ger- 
mane to that part of the bill which had thus been 
voted on, and was therefore in order. 

Mr. KAUFMAN. In order to get rid of this 
and various other amendments which may be pro- 
posed, ÍI appeal from the decision of the Chair. 
Phere can be no connection between the census 
bill and this amendment. 

Mr. JONES. The committee having adopted 
the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio, it 
becomes a part of the bill, and my amendment is 
certainly germane to that part. 

Mr. SCHENCK raised the point that the ap- 
peal was not debatable. 

The CHAIR MAN sustained the point of order, 
and decided that the appeal was not debatable. 

Mr. KAUFMAN. If the amendment of the 
gentleman from Ohio was improperly introduced, 
it cannot make this amendment in order. 

The question was taken on the appeal, and de- 
cided in the affirmative, without a division. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained, and 
the amendment of Mr. Jones decided to be in 
order. 

The question recurring on the amendment of 
Mr. Houston to theamendment of Mr. Jones— 

Mr. JONES accepted the amendment, and 
modified his own accordingly. 

The question being on the amendment of Mr. 


egani: t 
o the amendment was rejected. 
Mr. MOORE moved that the committee risé 
and report the bill, 

The CHAIRMAN stated that that motion was 
hot in order—the substitute of the gentieman from 
Obio [Mr. Mutter] not having yet been acted 


| Georgia, [Mr. SrepHens,] on that point, yet, 


| ments, and then on ordering them to be engrossed. 


) r | would be taken upon all such amendments 
Joxes as modified, was taken, and decided in the |! 
| sired a separate vote, he would call for it. 


| concurred in by the House. 


upon. That substitute was now in order. 


The substitute provides merely for an enumer- | 
ation of the inhabitants of the United States. 
The Cierk commenced to read the substitute, 


a! 
(being a printed bill of sev@al pages;) before he i 


had progressed but a few lines— H 
Mr. VENABLE interrupted, and suggested f 
that there was no necessity for the reading, and | 
that it be dispensed with. The substitute only | 
differed from the bill in this respect, that it struck | 
out all the statistics, leaving only an enumeration | 
of the people to be taken. 
The CHAIRMAN said the reading could not | 
be dispensed with except by unanimous consent. 
Such consent not being given— i 
The Clerk resumed and concluded the read- , 
ing, which occupied about ten minutes. | 
The question then being on striking out the en- 
tire bill and inserting in lieu thereof the substi- | 
tute, : 
Mr. JONES called for tellers. | 
Tellers were ordered, and Mr. Haymonp and | 
Mr. La Sere were appointed, who—the question ; 
having been taken—reported ayes 50, noes 92. $ 
So the substitute of Mr. Mirer was rejected. || 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, moved that 
the committee rise and report the bill and amend- 
ments to the House. 

The motion having been agreed to, the commit- | 
tee rose and reported the biil and amendments 
to the House. 

And the question being on concurring in the | 
amendments reported from the Committee of the | 
Whole on the state of the Union, and on ordering | 
them to be engrossed for a third reading— f 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, rose, he | 
said, for the purpose of demanding the previous l 
question. But before he did so, he desired to offer | 
an amendment, as by the rule he believed he had |, 
aright to do. He moved to amend the amend- |; 
ment of the gentleman from Onio [Mr. Vixton] || 
by striking out two hundred (as the number of |! 
representatives under the new apportionment) and || 
inserting two hundred and thirty-three. | 

And he demanded the previous question. i 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, rose to a ques- |; 
tion of order. He was understood to submit to || 
the Chair that it was pot in order to move an i! 
amendment to any particular portion of the report i 
of the Committee of the Whole on the state || 
of the Union, but that it must be takeņ up in its 
order. | 
The SPEAKER said that the practice of the || 
House had been different. The practice of the | 
House authorized an amendment to be offered 
even to a portion of the bill, which had not been 
amended at all in Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. STEPHENS was understood to submit | 
that if such was the practice, it was not in accord- 
ance with strict parliamentary rule, 

The SPEAKER said that whilst the Chair | 
might not perhaps differ with the gentleman from | 


under the uniform practice of the House, the: 


But the House refused to adjourn. 

The question recurring on the demand for the | 
previous question, it was taken. | 

And the main question was ordered to be now |; 
taken, 

Which main question was first on the amend- 


i 
ł 


The SPEAKER directed the Clerk to read the 
first amendment, 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said he hoped 
it would be understood that, except in cases where 
a special vote was called for, the question might 
be put on all the amendments together. Many of 
the amendments were unimportant, upon which 
there would be no difference. 

The SPEAKER said that where no objection 
was made, or division called for, the question 
as 
If any gentleman de- 


might not be excepted to. 


The amendments of the Committee of the! 
Whole to the bill were severally read, and those 
upon which a separate vote was not called, were 
Pending the question on the amendments upon S 
which a separate voie was demanded, : 


i 
: H 
On motion, the House adjourned. i 


: 
A ! 


PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 


By Mr. HIBBARD: The petition of Thomas J. Harris and 
others, citizens of Claremont, New Hampshire, praying that 
no new States be admitted into the Uuien unless slavery 
be prohibited therein. 

Also, the petition of Timotby Nutting and others, citizens 
of Claremont, New Hampshire, praying for the prohibition 
of slavery and the slave trade in the territories, 

Also, the petition of Thomas J. flarris and others, praying 
that persons arrested as fugitive slaves be not delivered up 
without trict by jury. 

Also, the petiuon of Timothy Nutting and others, praying 
for the abolition of slavery and the slave trade in the Dis. 
trict of Columbia. 

By Mr. HUNTER: Thg petition of Thomas Gray and 54 
others, citizens of Ohio, to secure to alleged fugitives the 
right of trial by jury. 


‘Also, the petition of Samuel Walker and 59 others, and 


i the petition of James ‘Taggart and J40 others, citizens of 
! Ohio, against the admission of more -lave States into the 


Union. 

Also, the petition of John Ball and 53 others, and the 
petition of Jeremiah Norris aud 136 others, all citizens of 
Ohio, for the repeal of ail laws enacted or adopted by Con- 


i gress for the support of slavery in the District of Columbia. 


Also, the petition of Jacob Shipley and 54 others, and the 
petition of Jeremiah Norris and 136 others, for the estab- 
lishment and protection of freedom in the territories of the 
United States. 

By Mr. MORSE: The memorial of John Bryce, Mayor, 
the Trustees and other citizens of the town of Sbreeveport, 
praying for the erection of a Marine Hospital at that place. 

By Mr. JACKSON, of Georgia: The petition of Wiliam 
Maxwell, late marshal of the vistrict of Georgia, for ean- 
cellation of a judgment in favor of he United States against 
him, 

By Mr. PECK: The petition of R. Richardson and others, 
of Waitsfield, Vermont, for cheap postage. 

Also, the petition of Benjamin Straw and others, of 
Landgrove, Vermont, for the repeal of all Jaws recognizing 
slavery and the slave trade in the Distriet of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of the same praying that jury trials may 
be granted to fugitive slaves. 

Also, the petition of the same for the abolition of slavery 
in the territories. : 

Algo, the r-monstrance of the same, against the admis- 
sion of any more slave States. 

Also, the petition of Stedman Cummins and others, citi- 
zens of Orange county, Vermont, for the repeal of all laws 


| favoring slavery in the District of Columbia; against the 


admission of any more slave States 5 that jury trials imay be 
allowed to fugitive slaves; and against the extension of 
slavery to our territories. 

Also, the petition of James Somer and others, citizens 
of Montpelier, Vermont, for the extension of jury tials to 
fugitive sfaves. 

ByMr WOOD: The petition of W. Borden and 50 oth- 
ers, citizens of Risdon, Seneca county, Ohio, for the es- 
tabiishmeat and protection of freedom in the territories of 
the United States. 

Also, the petition of E. Bement and 59 others, citizens of 
the same place, to secure to alleged fugitives the right of 


| trial by jury. 


ne petition of R. L. Coples and 50 others, citizens 
me place, for the abolition of slavery in the District 


j of Columbia. 


be petition of R. C. Coples and 50 others, citizens 
same place, against tne admission Of any more slave 


of ihe 


: States into the Union. 


By Mr. BENNETT: The petition of citizens of Tioga 
ew York, for freedom in the territories ; aginst 
the admission of more slave States; aud to repeal the laws 
supporting slavery in the District of Columbia. 

By Mr, JACKSON, of New York: The petition of Gur- 


. don Pierson, Horatio G. Sayer, and 25 others, citizens of 


Bridzehampton, Suffolk county, New York, on the subject 


| ohe; ; fapt cheap postage. 
ee would rule ne amendmen o be in order, Kd Also, the petition of W. H. Scram, principal, Ephraim 
motion was made that the House adjourn. |! Hinds, assistant, and 29 students of Sand Lak Academy, 


Rensselaer county, New York, on the same subject. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuxspay, May 7, 1850. 


Mr. CLEMENS presented the memorial of the 
Girard Railroad Company, asking to be allowed 
he right of way through and a grant of land to 
aid in the construction of their railroad; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, presented a peti- 
tion of citizens of Mount Plessant, in Wisconsin 
asking that Thomas Sanderlin may be allowed i 
pension for his services in the last war with Great 


' Britain; which was referred to the Committee on 


Pensions. 
Mr. HALE presented a petition of the officers 


: of the State Peace Convention assembled at Con- 
; cord, New Hampshire, asking the adoption of 


measures for the adjustment of international diffi- 
culties by arbitration, which was referred to the 


: Committee on Foreign Relations. 


Mr. GREENE submited additional documents 
relating to the claim of Marie Mason, widow of 
Milo Mason; which was referred to the Commit- 
tec on Military Affairs. 


1850. 
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On motion by Mr. STURGEON, 


Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw the papers on 
the files of the Senate relating to the claim of William 
Parkeson. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BALDWIN, from the Committee of Claims, 
to which was referred the House, bill for the 
relief of the legal. representatives of Capt. George 
R. Shoemaker, submitted an adverse report on the 
same; which was ordered to be printed. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the petition and documents of Erskine & 
Eichelberger for a balance due them by John Gun- 
ter, a Cherokee Indian, prior to the Cherokee 
treaty of 1835, submitted an adverse report on the 
same; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to which was referred the memorial 
of Colonel J. R. Creecy, asking remuneration for 
services rendered and expenses incurred in raising 
and subsisting volunteers for the Mexican war, 
submitted a report, which was ordered to be print- 
ed, accompanied by a bill for the relief of Colonel 
James R. Creecy; which was read and passed to 
a second reading. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, to which was referred the 
memorial of George Poindexter, asking compen- 
sation for injury done his property near Louis- 
ville, Kentucky, by the. troops encamped on it 
under command of General Wool, submitted a 
report, which was ordered to be printed, accom- 
panied by a bill for the relief of George Poindex- 
ter; which was read and passed toa second reading. 

Mr. NORRIS, from the Committee of Claims, 
to which was referred the petition of Solomon 
Parsons, for himself and other heirs of Solomon 
Parsons, deceased, asking compensation for ser- 
vices of said Parsons during the revolutionary war, 
asked to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the same, and that it be referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims; which was 
agreed to. f 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the memorial of William Seely, asking 
remuneration for the losses and sacrifices of his 
father during the war of the Revolution, and for 
the services of his two sons during the war of 
1812, submitted a report, asking to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the same; which 
was agreed to. 

PATENT RIGHTS. 


‘Mr. TURNEY moved that the Senate take up 
the bill to amend the act to promote the useful arts. 
He apprehended that it would consume but little 
time, and it was a bill in which many individuals 
were deeply interested. 

Mr. HALE. Am to understand that the Sen- 
ator proposes to take up and pass the bill which 
is designed to make an alteration in the patent 
laws? 

Mr. TURNEY. Yes; I propose that it be taken 
up for the purpose of passing it. l think a brief 
explanation would satisfy the Senator from New 
Hampshire of its propriety. If, however, he 
should not be satisfied after it has been taken up, 
I shall be willing to let it gp over for further con- 
sideration. . 

The motion to proceed to its consideration was 
agreed to. The bill was read a second time, 
and was then considered as in @mmittee of the 
Whole. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I hope the Senate 


will designate some day on which the bill can be' 


fully considered. I hope its further consideration 
will not be pressed at this time; for, when it is 
considered, I shall desire to say something uponit. 

Mr. NORRIS. I am desirous of proposing 
some amendments to this bill, which I have not 
time this morning to prepare; and for that reason 
I move that the consideration of the bill be post- 
poned, and that it be made the special order for 
to-morrow at one o’clock. : 

Mr. TURNEY. I have no objection to that 
arrangement, My object was to call the attention 
of the Senate to it. My own opinion is, that if 
Senators will examine the bill between this time 
and the hour when it is proposed to take it up, 
they will come prepared to vote upon it, and to 
adopt it. There is but one important principle in 
this bill which is a changé from the old law. It 
is one that involves the interest of the patentee and 
of the community—I mean that which gives the 


| val 
| the risk of damages for an infringement. Hence 


right of the scire facias. Under the existing law a 
man may be sued in half a dozen different States 
for infringing upon some patent; or a dozen, ora 
hundred men may be sued for infringing the same | 
patent. The provisions of this bill giving the 
ce would enable any individual to test the 
ity of a patent in one suit, without incurring 


it is beneficial to the patentee as well as to the 
community. I am perfectly willing that the con- 
sideration of the’bill should be postponed, agreea- 
bly to the motion of the Senator from New Hamp- 


| shire, and that it be made the order of the day for 
| to-morrow at one o’elock. 


I believe then it can be 
taken up and passed in an hour. Itis important 
that we should act upon it as early as possible, 
that it may go to the House of Representatives. 
{t is a bill in which a large portion of the commu- 


| nity are deeply interested. Inventors are interested 
| in it, and those interested in opposing the granting 


of a patent are equally interested. The first two 

or three sections provide for the recording of pa- 

pers, petitions, and evidence upon applications for 

patents, and the extension or reissue of patents. 

The main provision is that which relates to the 

scire facias ; and I hope Senators will give the bill | 
such an examination as will enable them to vote 
upon it when it comes up to-morrow. I therefore 
move that it be postponed until to-morrow, and 
then made the special order at one o’clock. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 1 did not make 
objections to the immediate consideration of the 
bill because I wished to give further attention to 
it. My impression is, that the whole bill is but 
another mode of announcing what is now done by 
a general law and by the regulation of the depart- 
ment; and as the general law has received a settled 
construction by the regulations in the department, 
the whole will be unsettled by a new bill, which 
will reénact that which is now done. 
the scire facias to which the Senator alludes wili re- i 
sult injuriously, especially in many of the new | 


States, and will be a great injury to the inventors |! 


or patentees, and will operate against them from 
one end of the country to the other. I agree with 
the Senator in the hope that Senators will look at 


I fear that |! 


|: removing power of the Executive, too. 


fo I move to amend by inserting 
000. 

Mr. HUNTER. Iam ready to admit that the 
sum which I have proposed is too low, and I would 
suggest to the Senator from Maryland to substi- 
tate $3,000. i 

Mr. WHITCOMB. I shall vote forthe sum of 
$2,000. The fact that the attorney can attend to 
his own professional business, which the commis- 
sioners cannot do, is a reason why he should be 
paid a smaller salary. 

The amendment to insert $4,000 was rejected, 
and the blank was filled with $3,000. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. l was not present wher 
|| this bill was under consideration yesterday, and 
i| hence I am not familiar with all its provisions, and 
| the reasons for them; but there is one feature of it 
| to which I am entirely opposed. I am opposed to 
the commissioners holding their office for twelve 
years. Icannot see any reason forit. The argu- 
| ments used in other cases in favonpf a long term 
| do not apply in this case. 1 think three years is 
long enough. If these commissioners are not 
qualified, we should have an opportunity to pass 
upon their qualifications. Iam not prepared nów 
to offer an amendment, but I see that the provision 
is somewhat complicated, and that an amendment 
| is necessary. I move, however, to strike out 
| twelve, and toinsert three, as the term of office of 
each commissioner. If that be adopted, it will be 
| very easy to alter the following lines so as tomake 
| them correspond. 

I donot, Mr. President, understand the reason 
why those persons are to hold office for twelve 

i years, and especially in connection with the pro- 

| vision that they are removable at the pleasure of 

| the Executive. The object of so long a term as 

| twelve years is, that they may be removed from 

| all influences that may sway their determination 

| 

1 

t 


in the discharge of their duties. I think, there- 
fore, that they should be removed also from Ex- 
ecutive influence. 

Mr. HUNTER. The object was to make the 
i board as independent as possible. I should have 
' been very glad if it could have been kept from the 
Indeed, it 


it, and I hope they wiil compare it with thé exist- |; was proposed in committee that the commissioners 
ing law and the existing regulations of the Patent | should only be removed by the President with the 
Office, and see whether we are to gain anything by '; advice and consent of the Senate; but it was found 
the change. | that if that was incorporated in the bill we should 
Mr. HALE. 1 desire to ask the chairman of ; have to encounter the constitutional scruples of 
the Committee on Patents whether by the ninth į: gentlemen who entertained contrary views of the 
section itis intended that where a misrepresentation || removing power of the Executive. Not wishing 
has been made, it shall be tried under a scire facias ? |; to try such an experiment, the bill was so amended 
Mr. TURNEY. Certainly. |i as to conform to the practice of the Government. 
The motion to postpone and make the bill the || It was so amended because it was thought by a 
special order for to-morrow was then agreed to. great many members that it was a part of the con~ 
BOARD OF ACCOUNTS. i stitutional power of the Executive to remove offi- 


i cers. I confess that was my opinion, and I had 
Mr. GREENE. I ask the indulgence of the || reason to believe that it was the opinion of a great 
Senate in behalf of a bill for the relief of Adjutant 


i e many—of enough to defeat the bijl; I therefore 
General Roger Jones, which I desire the Senate to | made the bill conform to what has been the prac- 


take up and apes o i er ii i tice of the Government a seent to me that the 

Mr. NTER. ope the Senate will pro- |; tenure of office should be madea long one. It 
ceed to the consideration of the special order, ought to be made long for the very purpose of sig- 
which was partially considered yesterday. | nifying to the Executive that such was the inten- 

Mr. GREENE. I believe the bill which I have || tion of those who created the board. Iam in favor 
named will occupy very little time. However, || of along term for another reason. The value of 
if there is objection I will not press it. , | this board will depend very much upon the expe- 

The Senate then resumed the consideration of |! rience and knowledge of the commissioners; and 
the bill to establish ee Lease y | that would seem to be a reason for increasing 

Mr. HUNTER. There are several blanks in | rather than diminishing the term of their offices. 
the bill, which it will be necessary to fill. Ithere- | Itis true that the President will have the removing 
fore move to fill the blank in the first section with | power; but if the term were made a long one, the 
the sum of $4,000, as the salary of each of the |i Executive would be very cautious how he removed 
three commissioners. I believe it will be a highly | these officers, except for such cause as would 
important office, and hence such a salary should |! justify the removal of a judge from the bench. I 


be given as will secure the best talent and the :| hope the change will not be made. 


highest character in the commissioners. i 4 Mr. WHITCOMB. I regret that I cannot 
Mr. WHITCOMB. I propose the sum of | agree with my friend from Virginia, but I cannot 
| $3,000. i make up my mind to concur in the policy of ex- 


The amendment was rejected, and the proposi- | tending the term of office of these commissioners. 
tion of $4,000 was agreed to. i What does their experience amount to? Their 

Mr. HUNTER next proposed to fill the blank | business is merely preliminary business, in exam- 
for the attorney’s salary with $2,000. | ining claims to be subsequently presented to Con- 

Mr. PRATT. I can see no reason why the | gress. Congress afterwards passes upon each of 
attorney, who is to do all this business, who sy these questions, and all the labor they have in the 
to be a gentleman of high professional reputation, T examination of preliminary matters is merely the 
as high as the members of the board themselves, || examination of evidence, and thus exonerating the 
and who will have certainly as much labor to per- i committees of Congress from the labor of prepar- 
| form, should be paid so disproportionately. It i ing reports. Now is any great degree of expe- 
will require, that the board may properly conduct || rience needed for that business? We do not al- 


its business, that its attorney should be a man of | ways put upon the Committee of Claims Senators 
| who have been bere six years. It is presumed 


talent, and therefore he will be entitled to the same | 
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thata Senatoris qualified to pass upon claims that 
may come before the committee, by his previous 
‘attainments and habits of life and of thought, 
without so long experience as that. 
not sufficient to induce me to oppose the Dil 
the objection has occurred to many that it will add 
another corps: of officers to fatten on the public 
treasury. Entertaining the views I do, I shall be 
‘compelled to vote for the amendment I have of- 
fered, and 
=! Mr. BUTLER. I shall be very sorry to see 
the amendment of my friend from Indiana adopted. 
"hese gentlemen whom it is proposed to place on 
this board to pass upon claims may be designated 
as judicial officers, and they ought to be mėn re- 
markable for integrity, distinguished for learning, 
and those who will inspire and possess the confi- 
dence of the public. Now, you will scarcely be 
able to get men o 
dollars, and M@will assure the Senator if he sup- 
poses he can obtain the services of such persons, 
who will be subject to be removed once in three 
years, or undergo a trial once in three years, he 
will get exactly that class of persons most unfit 
to pass upon claims at all. I should be very 
sorry if the President should consuit his political 
partisans at all on the subject of their removal 
from office, or in his selection of them. Hi 
were allowed to give my advice, 1 would say that 
he should go out of «he political arena, and look 
for men who have in some measure retired after a 
distinguished career from their professions, and 
select them entirely with reference to their legal 
capacity and moral qualities; and I can assure my 
friend such men will not be obtained if this amend- 
ment should pass. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CHASE. Í was very desirous that this 
bill should be put in a shape to command the gen- 


eral concurrence of the Senate; but I concur in part 


in the objections taken by my friend from Indiana 
that the term of service is too long. lt is quite 
possible that we derive some of our opinions upon 
subjects of this character from the laws which pre- 
vail in our respectiva States. In the State which 
I have the honor to represent in part the judicial 
term is seven years, and we find upon experiment 
that it works well. I am not disposed to go as 


low as three years, nonam I disposed to go as 
high as twelve years; but | would suggest to my 
friend from Indiana that it might accommodate || 
the views on all sides best to insert the term of six |: 
years, and thus the objection on the one side that į; 
ithe term is too short, and on the other that it is | 


too long, would be removed. I am not very anx- 


ious about this, but I make the suggestion with | 


the hope that it may be adopted. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. 1 have this bill, or one 


that shall be analogous to it, very much at heart. |) 


1: has been my condition for the last three years 
to be put upon the Committee of Claims, and 
from personal experience, | think I can safely say 
to the Senate that some measure of this sort is in- 


dispensably necessary for the dispatch of public | 
business, and for securing and saving the money | 


of the country. But I do not intend to go into an 
argument based upon facts that have come per- 
sonally to my knowledge, and which influence my 
opinion in a great measure. I rise to make a re- 
mark upon the proposition of my friend from In- 
diana. He is upon the same committee with me 
and 1 have no doubt that, from his observations 


there, he has seen the necessity of some measure | 


of this sort, to enable us to get along with the 
public business, to do justice to the various claim- 


ants, and to guard the Treasury of the country; |: 


but I really do think that the amendment which 
he proposes will be mischievous in its tendencies, 
and | should be very sorry to see it adopted. In 
the first place, I think it would have a direct ten- 


dency to make these offices political in their char- | 
acter; for, if I understand the amendment, it is to | 
have a sweep of the entire board every three || 


years. Now, sir, I think the plan of the bill has 
been very well conceived by my friend from Vir- 
ginia and the gentleman from Maine, to whom we 
are indebted for the attention he has given it, and 
his modifications of it. They have given us a 


board, to consist of three members, to be ap- |: 
pointed for twelve years, with the regulation that | 


one shall go out at the end of the first four years, 
the second at the end of eight, and the third at 
the end-of twelve, so that one shall come into 


I confess that ! 


‘one objection has occurred to the minds of many, | 
the bill; but | 


{ shall call for the yeas and riays upon it. | 


f that kind for four thousand ! 


office every four years thereafter, Now, the effect 
of that arrangement practically will be this: You 
give the members of the board who remain longest 
in office a knowledge of the precedents which they 
themselves set, the principles which they 
selves adopt; and they will be applied as thE- 
cedents’set and established by a court of justice 
to the various cases as they come up; and in prac- 
tice the younger members of the board will derive 
very great advantage from the experience of those 
individuals who have been longest members of the 
board, thus becoming familiar with all the acts of 
the board. ‘Those of us who have been in judicial 
office, and have had the settlement of cases, know 
very well the value, when we were young in office, 
lto be derived from the experience of those who 
| were familiar with the duties they were called upon 
| to discharge; and I do think that the plan of the 
gentlemen who have arranged this bill will be very 
beneficial indeed in that respect. While you de- 
rive this benefit from their plan, as new members 
! cme iu, they will be qualified for service by the 
experience and knowledge of those who have 
served longest. In this way, the members of the 
board will be extremely beneficial to the country. 
Again, if you constitute a board of three mem- 
bers, and dismiss them every three years, the plan 
will be liable to the objection made by the Senator 
: from South Carolina with a great deal of force. 
| Who will accept the office? Who will come and 
locate himself here for an office of that sort to 


| 
i which may be made from’ political considera- 
| tions’at the end of the time? My object is to 
| get clear of political considerations entirely in the 
|| establishment of this board. 1 want gentlemen to 
| look entirely and exclusively to.the interests of the 
i| country, the laws of the country which regulate 
' claims, and enter into their settlement without mix- 
| ing up with them any party or political considera- 
i tions at all. If we get a board of honest, talented 
|! men of the right sort, we shall save thousands and 
| thousands of dollarsannuaily; you willsave enough 
ii money in one year to pay the expenses of the whole 
i board ten years. These are considerations which 
! ought to influence the Senate in the establishment 
‘of this board; but] am very much afraid, if the 
i| amendment of my friend from Indiana succeeds, 
i that these political considerations would operate 
|; upon the board, and retard its beneficial influence 
| in every respect. I therefore hope it may stand as 
i 
| 


it does. I think there is a guard as it now stands 
which ought to be satisfactory. I perceive that 
the gentlemen to whom we are indebted for this 
i bill have said that sixty-five years shall be the limit 
|| with respect to age to which the commissioners 
| shall retain their office. 

| Mr. HALE, (in his seat.) That is to be 
i! Stricken out. tone 

| Mr. UNDERWOOD. It is suggested that this 
$ provision is to be stricken out. I do not know 
'| whether it is or not, but if you retain that limita- 
' tion, by lapse of time, by the age of an individual, 
i| you get clear of superannuated incumbents. Then 
you allow the President to remove if there be any 
great objection to the individual; and then, at the 
expiration of twelve years, you bring the individ- 
ual to the consideration of the President and the 
© Senate. 


} d The commis- 
sioners cannot continue beyond the age of sixty- 
five. That is a limitation with respect to age- 


| billis well provided as it stands, 


i 
h 
|i 


talents will be submitted to the consideration of the 
Presidentand the Senate. And, in the third place, 
if there be any particular objection during the time 
of holding office, the President .can remove them. 
It seems to me all these checks are sufficient to 
guard the board against any mischiefs. 

On motion of Mr. WHITCOMB, by unanimous 
‘consent of the Senate, the call for the yeas and 
| nays was withdrawn. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. I now modify my motion 
so as to strike out the word ‘* twelve,” leaving the 
, number to be supplied as the Senate may choose. 
Some of my friends desire to have the period of 
i] Service of the commissioners graduated at two, 
| four, and six years; others prefer that the time 
should be three years. Now, t am not satisfied 
|| with the reasoning of my friend from Kentucky on 
ii this subject., It is said here, we must have gen- 
i tlemen appointed to this station who. are learned 
i: lawyers, and that they must be appointed who are 


| 
I: 


j 

| 
pi 
$ 

f 
H 
ii 
i 
i 


| continue three years, and then risk the changes’ 


j: Se Now, with all these guards against inef- | 
|: ficiency and want of capacity, it seems to me the | 


Next, every twelve years their qualifications and | 


| coincide perfed 
| friend from Indiana, cordially concurring therein. 


reach of political influence; that they 
I pre- 


tive? 

I regret that the compensation in this case has 
been fixed at four thousand dollars. I think three 
thousand more than enough. Each of the Audit- 
ors of the Government, through whose supervis- 
ion every claim aguinst the Government passes, 
has to examine claims to the amount of millions of 
dollars annually; and I undertake to say that their 
labor is five-fold what either of these commis- 
sioners will have to do. They receive but $3,000 
per annum. What is their labor compared with 
the amount of claims that are incessantly pressing 
upon theattention of the Auditors of the Treasury 
Department? They are employed every day in 
the year. This board, I think, will not be occu- 
pied one-fourth of the time. But I will limit my 
amendment so as simply to strike out the word 
“ twelve; ? and if it be struck out, some other 
number may be inserted which may be agreed 
upon by the Senate, and which, I think, will bet- 
ter accord with the true policy of this Govern- 
ment. There seems to me to be a singular idea 
that, in proportion as an officer is reraoved from 
local influences, and approaches the operations of 
the General Government, he must be paid more 
for his services. if I had my will, { would re- 
verse this order, and would pay State officers 
more, and those of the General Government less. 
The attractions for office under the General Gov- 
ernment are, in my opinion, so great as to endan- 
ger the respect for the State offices, so important to 
the preservation of our Government in its original 

urity. 

The yeas and nays were ordered on the motion 
to strike out. 

Mr. FOOTE. 1 would sooner make this an 
office for life than give a tenure of twelve years. 
Iam perfectly eertain that corruption will creep 
in if the term is thus extended. Jam opposed to 
a tenure for life on general grounds; and there has 
been for many years past a great change going on 
in the public sentiment of this country against the 
life tenure and in favor of a tenure for a term of 
years. In my opinion, the term of such an office, 
and all offices of equal importance, should be 
short—not too short, to be sure, but certainly four 
years is long enough in all conscience, to intrust 
in any man’s hands ‘the business of the United 
States. I am unwilling to trust any man in office 
twelve years, and prefer to bring officers to a pe- 
riodieal responsibility once in four years. Coming 
as I do from a section of the country where this 
doctrine has been thoroughly explored and acted 
upon, I have seen the beneficial effects of a change 
from the life tenure to that of a term of years, 
Some time ago, in the State of Mississippi, the 
life tenure of judicial officers was changed, and we 
have since seen the extraordinary benefit that has 
resulted to our State from that alteration, Nearly 
twenty years ago our life tenure for judges was 
changed, so that the people were enabled to elect 
their judges mselves once in four years. I 
in the views expressed by my 


Lam in favor of striking out the twelve year ten- 
ure, and inserting some more limited term. 

_ Mr. BUTLER. {I am in favor of the longest 
term, and so far from making it three years, f 
would make it for life. Ishall not go into a dis- 
cussion of this question, as itapplies to the term 
of office, of judges, but I again repeat that, as to 
this particular office, I would make it to continue 
as long as the incumbent is ‘an honest and good 
man, and discharges his duties well, I agree with 
the Senator from Kentucky that an officer of this 


i kind will learn a great deal from experience, and 


will learn the principles of civil and common law 
in the same manner as a judge becomes familiar 
with these principles. 1f you reduce the time to five 
or six years, you will get a class of persons who 
ought not to be in these offices; men who come here 
merely to get the rewards of office from the Federal 
Government, more be®muse they are the rewards 
of the Federal Government than because they are 
capable of discharging the delicate and important 
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lions of dollars. I know several claims which 
must necessarily overgo a million of dollars. It 
is not for the amount of labor to be performed that 
I would select an officer. {I know that there are 
men who would labor from sunrise to sundown in 
some branches of labor, and so these auditors will 
do who go over the accounts of the Government 
in detail. You can get thousands of men of that 


description where you cannot get one man with | 


the rare combination of qualities to fit him for 
such an office as this. If I were the head of the 
Republic I would give high salaries to high intel- 
lectual and responsible officers, and low salaries to 
those who perform, manual labor. I would draw 
a distinction between mere manual toil and that 
kind of duty which involves moral responsibility 
and high mental endowments. 


particular office, for which, no doubt, there will be 
a thousand applicants. I would not give it to any 
applicant. I would go through the State tribunals, 
and if I found one in Mississippi better than any- 
where else, I would ask him to come and take it. 
I would give it toa man who has filled his judicial 
office with high credit. I know much. is said 
against a life tenure, but it will be a long time he- 
fore 1 shall agree that we shall have as good judges 
for ten years to come as we have had for ten years 
past. I have no doubt there are in Mississippi 
very many eminent judges. It was said of the 
Augustan age of literature that perhaps the litera- 
ture which had been planted by Cicero and the 
republic began but then to exhibit itself. I venture 
to say that the judges who are on the bench now 
are educated under a far different system from the 
short term system, and that the fruits of that sys- 
tem will not show themselves for some time to 
come, ; 

Mr. FOOTE. I certainly concur fully in the 
views stated by my friend from South Carolina 
with regard to the importance of giving to all pab- 
lic officers good salaries, especially such officers as 

` those whom we are about to create. I have no 
doubt that the salaries should be sufficient to ena- 
ble the Government to enlist men of great weight 
of character to perform the duties of this office; 
but I repeat, I should be as much opposed to ena- 
bling these officers to remain in office twelve years 
as I would be to permitting them to remain there 
for life. Twelve years is a lifetime, and if you put 


them in office twelve years continuously, it seems | 


to me to be obviously certain that they will feel in 
their office that sort of independence which 1s 
sometimes commended so warmly by members of 
the legal profession as pertaining to the judiciary, 
which might be more correctly entitled pride of 
opinion, or official arrogance—a sort of independ- 
ence, I must confess, I have never respected at all. 
The independence of the British judiciary, which 
was an independence of the Crown, and an inde- 
pendence to be exercised for the benefit of the pub- 
lic at large, was a sort of independence very easily 
to be felt and very much to be desired. The inde- 
pendence of the judiciary in this country, or that 
of any other class of officers which simply has the 
effect of relieving them from the salutary super- 
vision of the people at large, is wholly at war with 
republican principles, and should not be tolerated. 
The judicial tenure so warmly commended by my 
friend was said by Mr. Jefferson to be a solecism 
in our system; it was always an object of abhor- 
rence and distrust to him. He said that our fore- 
fathers had made a great mistake in having any 
office of this sort at all. 

1 will not, however, enlarge upon this subject; 
but I will say, thatif my friend has discovered a 
great falling off in point of dignity and efficiency 
in that class of officers denominated judicial, he 
will find, if he looks a little more narrowly into 
the matter, that the supreme judges of the Union 
have always been officers appointed during good 
behavior. He seems to intimate—I do not know 
that I understood him correctly—that there has 
béen some falling off in the respects mentioned, in 
the federal judiciary; and although that bench 


I should make a | 
wide difference in the selection of the men for this | 


contains now, as it has heretofore contained, very 
able and learned men, Í suppose he will agree that 
it is not, in all respects, precisely what it was 
many years ago. If this be true of that court, I 
would like to know to what it is chargeable? I 
undertake to assert that it is in some degree 
chi¥geable to the tenure of office. I hope to see 
the members of the Supreme Court of the United 
States elected yet by the people, and for a term 
of years. Gentlemen need not be alarmed. When 
a similar proposition was brought forward in 
Mississippi and in New York a few years ago, it 
was just as startling anidea asthisisnow; but { un- 
dertake to say, that if we were to elect the judges of 
the Supreme Court, and have the term of office for 
a term of years only, and let them stand respon- 
sible to the people of the United States, we should 
have as learned and as able a bench as we now 
have; and in my opinion, it would be greatly im- 
proved. That which has been realized in Missis- 
sippi would be realized by the Federal Govern- 
ment. In Mississippi we never hear of a judge 
mingling fiercely in party politics.. The judge 
who should do so would never be elected again. 
They never take part in public movements unless 
on some great occasion, when all true patriots are 
called upon to participate in efforts to promote 
the good of their country, or save it from men- 
aced ruin. The judge who should participate in 
pending elections would be looked upon as a dis- 
graced man, although impeachment might not be 
tried upon him. That mockery—that proceeding 
which we have long since ascertained to be wholly 
imperfect and valueless, might not be resorted to; 
but it is certain he would never be elected again. 
My friend from South Carolina says the Judi- 
ciary has grown worse; but he says he did not 
intend to apply it to the Supreme Judiciary. To 
whom did he intend to refer? Certainly not to 
Mississippi, because there a different state of 
things exists, and the Judiciary is in an improved 
condition. Our judicial decisions are known to 
be much more valuable than those which were 
delivered twenty years ago, and I verily believe 
that the Judiciary is everywhere better, except in 
those unfortunate States where the old tenure for |; 
life is still retained. Now, if my friend intended 
to intimate that there is a falling off in the Judi- 
ciary in South Carolina, { think he may find it 


is from the cause I have endeavored to specify. || 


Although they may have an able Judiciary, as I 
have no doubt is the case, yet if the people would 
modify their constitution so as to elect their judges 
for a term of years, and thus hold them respon- 
sible to them, they would, I doubt not, find their 
courts more or less improved. 

The Senator from South Carolina has said 
nothing to diminish my objections to that part of 
the bill. I feel disposed to insist, as earnestly as 
I did when first up, that the tenure should be 
modified as I have suggested. I must confess that |j 
I was somewhat startled when | heard this num- 
ber of years first mentioned, inasmuch as it looks 
to me like an intention to build up a local aristoc- 
racy. And I was especially surprised to find that 
many of my friends, whom I have known here- 
tofore to be somewhat ultra in reference to such 
matters, should have gone over, even for a mo- 
ment, to such a proposition. And I must say 
that I was especially surprised that my friend || 
from Maine, whom į have always recognized as 
being an ultra Democrat, should have lent any aid 
to it, or should for a moment have given his sanc- 
tion to a plan, one of the certain effects of which 
will be that of building up an aristocracy of the 
very worst kind at the metropolis of the Union. 

Mr. HUNTER. A word or two, sir, merely 
by way of explanation. I am not disposed to go 
into any debate on the general subject of the “ten- 
ure of office,” as it appears to me to be a subject 
which is altogether aside of and beyond this bill. 
But, sir, it strikes me that perhaps we may end 
this discussion by proposing something like a 
compromise. It has been suggested by the Sena- 
tor from Illinois that these commissioners, instead 
of holding office for terms of twelve, eight, and. 
four years, should hold them, in the first in- 
stance, for the several periods of nine, six, and 
three years. Now, perhaps this is a propositibn 
in which Senators will generally concur. Here is 
a suggestion which perhaps the honorable Senator 
from Mississippi [Mr. Foore] will acknowledge 
to be Democratic, as it comes from the State of 
illinois, which is ultra Democratic. In reply to 


that Senator’s remarks, in: relation to the Senator 
from Maine, [Mr. Brappury,] who is not now in 
his seat, I must say that the proposition of that 
Senator was for aterm of six, four, and two years; 
the proposition now in the bill (twelve years) was 
mine. Sir, 1 think no one is less disposed than I 
am to build up an aristocracy here of any descrip- 
tion; but, if to have an independent judge, if to 
-have an independent tribunal before which to try 
claims and questions of property, is to build up 
an aristocracy, then I must have misunderstood 
this thing all my life; for I have always conceived 
it to be an object of the highest importance to 
provide independent tribunals, that should have 
power of deciding questions, not. only between 
man and man, but also between private individ- 
uals and the State. But, sir, that isa question the 
discussion of which I do not propose to go into; 
an argument into which I do not wish to be 
dragged. I hope that we may make a compromise, 
so that we may proceed with the bill, and that the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from Illinois 
will be satisfactory to the Senator from Indiana, 
as it is the tenure of the office of judges in the 
State of Illinois. 

Mr. BUTLER. I agree entirely with the Sen- 
ator from Virginia, that this is a topic which is not 
necessarily connected with the bill before the Sen- 
ate. I think the Senate will bear me witness that 
I did not bring under discussion the subject of the 
“tenure of offices’’—-whether they should continue 
for a long or short term; and that I made no allu- 
sion, specifically, to the Supreme Court of the 
United States, and that I undertook to draw no 
contrast between the judicial functionaries of the 
State of Mississippi and those of any other State. 
Nor shall I now undertake to say whether the 
judges of the State of Massachusetts, who, I be- 
lieve, hold their offices for a long term, are better 
than those in the Stateof New York, who hold their 
seats upon the judicial benches only for a short 
term of years; nor shall] allude to the illustration 
adopted by the Senator from Mississippi one wa 
or the other. The only difference between myself 
and the Senator from Mississippi is this: He is a 
radical, progressive Democrat, and I am a con- 
servative Republican. [Great laughter.] I love 
Republicanism as I found it. 1 love to adhere to 
those old-fashioned doctrines, which, I am sorry 
to say, have been departed from in some de- 
gree. Whether those high and fashionable notions, 
which the Senator from Mississippi wishes to 
inculcate, are correct or not, I will not undertake 
to say. 

I merely rose to observe that I shall make no 
reference whatever to the Supreme Court, and that 
I did not intend to make any such reference; 
and further, that {do not draw any comparison 
between the judges who now preside in that court 
and those who have presided there in time past. E 
merely wished to say, that whether you appoint 
judges for a long term or a short one, I am most 


| favorable to that mode which is most likely to se- 


cure the entire independence of judicial officers. I 
said it would take history to decide whether a 
short term or a long term operated most favorably 
in the administration of judicial duties. You may 
Jook back for twenty years, and you may look” 
forward for twenty years, and ascertain as well 
as you may be able what is likely to be the 
public sentiment on this question. This was put- 
ting the question in as delicate a way as I was 
able, without making any allusions of a special 
character to any particular State. My deliberate 
opinion is, that the longer term is the betier for the 
general welfare. The offices which we are about 
to create | regard as very important; and, so re- 
garding them, I think it is our duty so to determine 
them as to enable us to select the very best men that 
can be had in the country to fill them; and then, if 
| this be true, I think we ought never to subject men 
of that kind to political influences, by which they 
might be removed every two, four, or six years. 

Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President, I wish to make 
a very shoy reply to the remarks which have jnst 
fallen from the honorable Senator from South Caro- 
lina. I am willing to take upon myself the respon- 
sibility of introducing this discussion. I know, 
indeed, that thus far i have not discussed it so ably 
as I might desire to have done, nor, perhaps, so 
wellas the honorable Senator from South Caro- 
lina. To the extent of my ability, however, I did 
discuss that topic, and I think itis quite pertinent 
to the question now before the Senate. 
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? ‘Yn relation, sir, to what fell from the honorable 
Senator from South Carolina in reference to the 
falling off of judicial talent, I certainly understood 
him to intimate most clearly the idea that there 
had been a falling off during the last twenty years. 
The question occurred to me, “ Where has that 
falling off occurred ?” The first idea that occurred 
to my mind was that it must have been in the 
Supreme Court of the United States; but that the 
«honorable Senator distinctly disavows. 1 under- 
stood, also, that he advertgd to Mississippi, and 
that thence he went to South Carolina; but he 
disavows this also. And “pow I understand him 
as intimating a disavowal of this sentiment in rela- 
tion to judicial talent. everywhere. Weil, then, I 
simply call upon my friend from South Carolina 
to bear witness that he did not mean anything; 
for, his remark having no ‘particular application, 
he can have no particular meaning; and, having no 
particular meaning, I-cannot respond to him fur- 
ther on this subject than I have now done. , 
Now, sir, I wish to make a single remark in 
response to what fell from the honorable Senator 
from Virginia. L thought I was very plain in my 
description of what I meant by judicial independ- 
ence. l admire judicial independence, in the 
proper sense of the term, as much as the Senator 
from Virginia—that independence which enables 
a judge fearlessly and firmly to perform his duties, 
in spite of all influences, of whatever character, 
that can be brought to bear upon him. I only in- 
tended to show, and I endeavored to do itas far as 
my memory would serve me, in the words of the 
great Jefferson, that theré was a great difference 


between the independence of the British judiciary, | 


which was independence on behalf of the people 
against the power of the Crown, and the independ- 
ence of the judges in this country, which was not 
independence on behalf of the people, but inde- 
pendence in opposition to the people; that inde- 
pendence which enabled the judge upon the bench 
to disregard the public sentiment around him; to 
act with indifference towards popular feeling; to 
violate the highest principles of morelity, (as, I 
am sorry to say, in some cases has been done;) to 
indulge in open profligacy and vice, and deliber- 
ately to decide in opposition to what every enlight- 
encd jurist in the country knows to be sound law. 
That'is the sort of independence to which I have 
so'strong an aversion. I had supposed that they 
were responsible at all times to enlightened and 


virtuous public sentiment; and I believe that we 


can best make them so in this particular instance || 


1 
} 
f 


by modifying the proposition as we now propose, 
so as to preserve in the mind of each of these | 
officers a lively sense of his responsibility to the į 
people of the United States, for whose benefit he | 
was appointed to office. : 

Mr. President, permit me to conclude by saying 
that I am pefectly willing that my friend from 
South Carolina shall call mea ‘“‘ progressive Demo- 
erat.” It is not one that I have undertaken before 
to assume; but Lam willing to be called by that 
name. But what sort of a ‘* progressive Demo- 
crat must he be who merely adheres to the old | 
creed of his Democratic ancestors; ; 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


-of progess must those conservative republicans have || 


about them who profess to disdain federalism, to ! 
be opposed to everything like aristocracy, and who | 
consider ita rash case of ‘‘progressive Democracy” 
when a man is simply giving his cool and deliber- 
ate sanction to the noble—lI had almost said divine i 
teaching of the immortal Jefferson? Sir, I do} 
not think myself very widely progressive, but [ 
fall back upon the authority’ of the sages of our | 
country—of such men as Jefferson and others, | 
and quote them as authority in support of the 
opinions which I have so feebly enunciated. 

Mr. HALE. I wish to inquire, if it is in order 
to move to amend the motion to strike out, by 
adding to ita motion to strike out another clause 
with-it, 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Notunless it | 
i} 


is connected with the subject now proposed to be 
stricken out. * 
Mr. HALE. It is not connected with it except 
by juxtaposition. | 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Then it is not 
in order. 
Mr. HALE. kt is now moved to strike out} 
“the term of twelve years,” which is assigned by 
the bill to these commissioners, and some other | 
-term has been suggested in a spirit of compromise. 


and how little i 


| 


promises, because we have a certain quantity of 
compromising in our committee, and I am afraid 
it will be exhausted before we come to the great 
compromise. 1 was going to propose, if it was in 
order—but as it is not, I shall propose it if this 
motion prevail—to strike out of the ninth ling hs 
words * and shall be removable by the Preside™t.”” 
So that if the shorter tenure be adopted, (and all 
agree that a certain independence ought to be se- 
cured,) if the term of twelve years be stricken out, 
and six, eight, or nine, or some compromise line— 
some 36° 30'—be inserted, my proposition will 
secure the officers from Executive influence, by 
securing to them their places for the term for 
which they were chosen. Now, in reference to 
the suggestion of the Senator from Virginia, who 
introduced the bill, that several Senators thought 
the officers would be removable by the President 
whether this provision were stricken out or not, 
I would say that if the President has this consti- 
tutional power, he will have it whether the amend- 
ment which I shall propose prevail or not. If the 
term of twelve years is therefore stricken out, I 
shall move to strike out the other portion of the 
bill, of which I have given notice. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
strike out * twelve” and insert “ three,” and re- 
sulted as follows: i 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Benton, Borland, Bradbury, 
Bright, Cass, Chase, Clay, Davis of Mississippi, Dickinson, 
Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Iowa, Douglas, Downs, 
Felch, Foote, Houston, Jones, King, Mason, Norris, Rusk, 
Sebastian, Shields, Sturgeon, Turney, Walker, Whitcomb, 
and Yulee—29, R 

NAYS—Messrs. Baldwin, Belj, Berrien, Butler, Clarke, 
Clemeus, Corwin, Dawson, Bimore, Greene, Hale, Hunter, 
Miller, Morton, Pearce, Pratt, Smith, Soulé, Spruance, and 
Underwood—20. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HALE. I now move to strike out of the 
ninth line of the first section the words ‘ and shall 
be removable by the President. ”? 

Mr. WHITCOMB. I do not propose to make 
any speech upon this question. 1 merely rise to 
ask that the yeas and nays may be ordered on this 
amendment. 

The yeas and nays were accordingly ordered. 


PATENT RIGHTS. 

Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President, I think it highly 
important that the President should have the power 
which this amendment proposes to take from him, 
because corruption may arise. These officers will 
be surrounded by corrupt influences. We ail 
know it. A case of rank corruption may suddenly 
arise, and, if you disable the President of the 


i 


{ 


| 
; able Senator has suggested. It has been suggested | 


i 


I hope, sir, that we shall not have too many com- 


i 
| 
i 
| 
l 


| moving those officers. 
! upon the motives of honorable Senators; I do not 
| believe there is any such design in view; yet I 


United States from turning out of office in such a 
case, the public service may seriously suffer. I 
cannot perceive any advantage from the operation 
of the amendment. The thing looks as if it were 
designed that the Democratic President who will : 
come in in 1852 shall not have the power of re- | 
I do not mean to reflect 


think the practical effect will be just what I have 
stated. It will deprive the Democratic President 
who will come in in 1852 of the power of displa- 
cing these officers. And, asa practical Democrat, 
I therefore object to this proposition. 

Mr. HALE. I had no such idea as the honor- 


that it is necessary to give these officers some sort 
of independence. The Senate has already decided 
that they shall not hold their offices for a long 
tenure. The next point is, whether they shall 
hold their offices at the pleasure of the President. 
If you are to have them in for a short term, and 
at the pleasure of the President, there will be no 
sort of independence about it, beyond that which 
every politician has. The Senator from Missis- 
sippi seems to have a second sight as to the result 
of the election of 1852, and he seems also to know | 
what is to be the action of the individual that is to | 
come into the presidential chair at that time. Now, || 
I ask what sort of independence will there be given | 
to these officers beyond that of all the tide-waiters | 
of Providence—custom-house officers, collectors, / 
&c.—if you will not give them a long tenure, or | 


| will not make them independent of Executive in- | 
; fluence. j 


The Senator from Mississippi suggests that | 
there may be corruption in this Government. It | 
seems to me that thatisa very extravagant sup- i 
position. And, if we may be indulged for a mo- l| 


ment in entertaining so extravagant an idea as that, i 


I would ask the sagacious Senator from Missis- 
sippi whether there is more danger of corruption 
by throwing all power out of the hands of this 
Government into the hands of the President, and 
lef him dole it out every time he comes into power, 
as has been done to a great extent in time past— 
I would ask him whether that does not open the 
door wider to corrupt influences than it would be 
opened by allowing the officers who are to be 
clothed with judicial functions, and are to exercise 
judicial offices, to hold these offices without any 
fear of Executive interference? That is supposed 
to be desirable. Such is the policy of the Consti- 
tution of the United States. It has always been 
desirable that the Judiciary should be freed from 
all connection with the Executive. And, sir, if 
such reasons apply in the case of judges of the 
common law courts, with how much more force 
should they apply to the judges of this court? I 
am surprised at the position assumed by the Sen- 
ator from Mississippi. He forgets one of the great 
elements of a character which he is not unwilling 
to have attributed to him—that of Progressive 
Democracy—when he forgets that great principle 
which takes power out of the hands of one man, 
and vests it in the Legislature. 

The bill, as it now stands, gives the President 
the power to remove these officers, and thus takes 
away from this board every shadow of independ- 
ence, and it will not be worth a straw., If you 
make these commissioners hold their offices fora 
short time,and be removable at the will of the Pres- 
ident, you will make them just exactly such poli- 
ticians as are waiting upon Providence every time 
the presidential election is terminated, and you 
will have just such political officers as are the col- 
lectors of the customs, marshals of the districts, 
and other officers. And, if this court is to have 
the attributes which it seems desirous that it should 
have, the officers should either hold their terms 
for a long tenure, or should not be removable by 
the President. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, I would sug- 
gest to the Senator from New Hampshire that I 
have doubts whether, if the amendment prevail, it 
will accomplish the object he has in view. It pro- 
poses to strike out the words ‘‘and shall be re- 
movable by the President.” The question I raise 
is this: whether, supposing these words to be striken 
out, the President will not still have the power of 
removal? I believe the uniform construction of 
the Constitution is, that he has the power of re- 
moval in all like cases. It strikes me that the 
Senator from New Hampshire can accomplish his 
object much surer and much safer by a slight mod- 
ification of his amendment. I propose to him to 
modify his amendment, and insert the word “not” 
after the word ‘“‘shall;”’ so that the provision will 
read, “and shall not be removable by the Presi- 
dent.”? I have doubts in my own mind as to 
whether the amendment should not be adopted if 
it be so modified. 

Mr. HALE. I will accept the modification in 
the spirit of compromise. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I have great doubts whether 
these officers, being judicial officers, should be re- 
movable by the President. I think they should 
be independent of all party and political considera- 
tions. I am unwilling to give them a tenure for 
life. I amalso unwilling to give them a long, a very 
long legal tenure; and I am also unwilling that they 
should hold thejr offices upor the discretion of the 
political departHent of the Government. I wish 
them to be independent of all party considerations 
during the period of their commission, and de- 
pendent upon the character they have attained 
while in office. I am therefore inclined to vote for 
the amendment of the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire, as he has modified it. I wouid have no ob- 
jection also to adding, at the end of the amendment, 
“except by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate;’’ so that it may read, and shall not be re- 
movable by the President, except with the advice 
and consent of the Senate. 

Mr. HALE. I will accept that; Į will accept 
any modification, so that the substance of the 
amendment will be retained. 

Mr. BELL. Mr. President, the proposition 
before us involves a very serious question, and, I 
must say, that I am in favor of it, particularly as 
itis proposed to be amended. { was in favor of 
the original proposition which was offered by the 
Senator from New Hampshire, and I think it is 
worthy of the consideration of the Senate whether 


. 
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that proposition, as now proposed to be amended, 
should not be adopted and insisted upon. But, 
sir, I will state what the principle is that would 
be involved in that decision, and where the Senate 
will find itself when itis so decided? _ It will find 
itself precisely where I think it ought to have 
‘found itself at the organization of the Government, 
and to which we will have to come in the end, if 
we would preserve the order and purity of our in- 
stitutions. The Senator from Illinois has sug- 
gested that these officers are in the nature of judi- 
cial officers. If they be judicial officers, then you 
cannot limit their term of office. They must be 
in for life; so that it would not make this provision 
effective. If they are judicial officers, no limita- 
tion can be imposed upon the term of their ser- 
vice by Congress, because the Constitution re- 
quires that they should hold their offices during 
‘6 good behavior,” or, in othér words, * for life;”” 


and they can only be removed by the constitu- | 


tional removing power for cause, upon an im- 
peachment. This principle was decided in 1789 
-90, when a debate arose on the question whether 
all officers were removable by the President; and 
the decision of that day was that Congress could 
not impose a limitation on the power of the Presi- 
dent in removals from office, except so far as con- 
veyed in the words ‘during good behavior.” 
That decision, I believe, was made by the casting 
vote of the President of the Sena'e; so strongly 
contested was the soundness of that principle at 
that day. And I believe that whoever looks into 
the history of this subject, will find that those who 
have studied it most perfectly, have been of opin- 
ion that that decision, closely contested as it was 
then, would never have been made but for the 
overwhelming popularity of the President of the 
United States for the time being—the universal 
favorite— Washington himself. 

But it required all the force of his character, 
and all the confidence which the people reposed in 
that distinguished man, to carry the proposition 
at that day; and at last it was carried only by 


the casting vote of the Vice President of the | 


United States, That question has been reviewed 
again and again in the Senate of the United States, 
It has been discussed with great and distinguished 


‘ability. Every consideration has been repeatedly | 


bestowed upon it that talent and a full investiga- 
„tion and scrutiny could give it; and I am happy to 
see upon an occasion like this, where the grounds 
of that decision have been contested, gentlemen 


rising in their places to show how erroneous was | 


that original decision. Sir, those who have looked 
at the debate and the decision of that question 
will find that, in the establishment of one of the 


departments of the Government, they first insert- | 


ed a clause that the officer should be removable by 
the President, and that clause was stricken out 
after a close contest in the two Houses. It was 
moved in another stage of the bill that the clause 
should be striken out, and that the bill should 
stand without any provision whatever, upon the 
principle that the President would still have the 
power of removal, even though Congress should 
adopt this ‘prohibition. In other words, they 
placed it upon the ground that the power was 


inherent in the President of the United States | 


over all the officers of the Government, except 
the judiciary, independent of any provision that 
might be adopted by Congress. 

Now, the original proposition made by the Sen- 
ator from New Hampshire would not have effected 
his object. These officers would have been sub- 
ject to removal, independent of such a provision, 
upon the principle established in 1789, and contin- 
ued to this day; but I would have voted for that 
proposition, on the ground of exhibiting to the 
President and to the country the sense of the Sen- 
ate on this very important question. I shall vote 
for it, because Í take it as the decision of the Sen- 
ate that Congress has power to control removals 
and appointments; that is, upon the understanding 
that both Houses have a right to do so. I should 
take it as a decision of this body that the decision 
of Congress in 1789-90 was wrong; that that cast- 
ing vote was a great error. Sir, it was a great er- 
ror; it has been a most fatal error; and the sooner 
we can retrace our steps the better, even now, after 
the lapse of half a century. 
as one of the signs of real progress if we could 
come to this decision; and I will vote for this prop- 
osition now, trusting that it will be the entering 


wedge to settle the question affirmatively, that į 


I should consider it ! 


| state of the question. 


.of the presidential chair. 


both Houses of Congress have power over ap- 
pointments and removals, and to say to the Presi- 
dent of the United States, both now and hereafter, 
“ You shall not remove persons from office except 
with the assent of the Senate;”’ if you please, (al- 
though I do not say that I would approve that—I 
mely use it as an illustration,) but certainly Con- 
gress should have the power of controlling the 
power of the President upon this subject. The 
President should not remove officers without giv- 
ing reasons. He should not remove in any case 
without cause,and without assigning that cause to 
the Senate. We have the power of saying that he 
should be at liberty to suspend from office in cases 


where officers were acting injuriously to the public | 
service, and to nominate or appoint his successor 


until Congress should have investigated the matter | 


in regard to the suspected officer. Sir, there are 
many modes in which this power could be con- 
trolled, and have a very salutary influence upon 
the country, and particularly upon the purity of 
those engaged in the public service, and of every 
Administration. 

I rose, Mr. President, merely for the purpose of 
stating this proposition—that is, that this prin- 
ciple has been understood to have been established 
since 1789, and Congress has been held not to be 
competent to propose such a measure as is con- 
templated by this provision. But I shall vote for 
it upon the strong conviction that Congress has 
such power; and when this provision is adopted 
in this instance, the principle will be admitted, and 
we can go on providing for other cases of a simi- 
lar character. 

Mr. President, it will be readily understood that 
I do not make these observations from any want 
of confidence in the present Administration any 
more than in any other Administration. Sir, I have 
the greatest confidence in the integrity of the pres- 
ent Executive, and it is that very confidence 
which, in a measure, induces me to support such 
a great reform as this. Ido not believe that a 
more honest man lives than the present incumbent 
Nevertheless, I would 
control him in the exercise of this power, and not 
only him, but all his successors, if we have the 
power of making a permanent provision of law 
upon this subject. I shall vote with great pleas- 
ure for the proposition of the Senator from New 
Hampshire. 

Mr. BRADBURY. Mr. President, previous to 


the remarks of the Senator from Tennessee, I was | 


about to suggest to the Senator from New Hamp- | 


shire that there would be less objection to his 
amendment, to add after the word ‘* President,” 
the words “by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate,’’ so that the section would read, ‘and 
shall be removable by the President, with the 
advice and consent of the Senate.” 

Mr. DOUGLAS. If the Senator from Maine 
will allow one word. The amendment of the 
Senator from New Hampshire has already been 
modified by the addition of the words which he 

roposes. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I understand perfectly the 
I think the phraseology I 
have suggested preferable to that which would 


contain an express prohibition upon the President : 


against the removal of the commissioners. [ un- 
derstand the settled construction of the Constitu- 
tion to be, that the President possesses the power 
of removal in regard to the class of officers alluded 
to, independent of the Senate. But I do not un- 
derstand that the principle settled goes so far as is 
contended by the Senator from Tennessee. The 
decision of 1789 falls short of the position taken 
by the Senator. 
upon a resolution which was offered by Mr. Mad- 


ison, “that there should be established an Execu- |! 


The question at that time arose | 


tive Department, to be denominated the Depart- | 


ment of Foreign Affairs, at the head of which 
should be an officer to be called the Secretary of 


Foreign Affairs, who shall be appointed by the i 


President, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, and be removable by the President.” 
The question was, whether under the Constitution 
the President possessed the power of removal, 
acting independent of the Senate, or whether the 
Senate must act with him, and consent to the re- 
moval that he should desire to make. The ques- 
tion was not whether Congress might not pre- 
scribe a fixed and definite term of office, which 
would be respected by the Executive, but whether 
the power of removal was in the President alone, 


; understand the distinction. 


or must be exercised, like that of appointment, 
with the advice and consent of the Senate. : Aap- 
prehend these are different questions, ‘The Sena- 
tor from Tennessee seems to suppose, they are 

the same, and that because of the decision that the 

President might remove, acting independent of the 

Senate, therefore Congress possessed no power to 

limit or prescribe the term of office. If the con- 

struction is to be given to the vote which is con- 

tended for by the honorable Senator from Tennes- 

see, | should object to the amendment which I 

suggested, and should not offer it. 

‘Whether that decision, as to the construction of 
the clause of the Constitution referred to, was cor- 
rect or not, I do not propose to inquire. It has 
become a settled construction, upon which every 
branch of the Government has acted for more 
than half a century; and E do not think it wise to 
overturn settled decisions by an amendment. of 
this character upon such a bill as this. The ques- 
tion raised isone which has engaged the ablest 
minds of this country, and whenevera different 
construction is to be given to that provision of the 
Constitution, it should be done deliberately, and 
upon full consideration. {Í think nothing of the 
sort should be ingrafted on this bill. Were it not 
for the inference attempted to be drawn by the 
Senator from Tennessee, I should be willing that 
the tenure of office of the commissioners should be 
fixed at six years, removable by the President, by 
and with the consent of the Senate. After this 
amendment shall have been acted upon, I shall 
propose that the period of six years be inserted 
in the bill as the tenure of office; and, in lines 
eleven and twelve, to strike out four, eight, and ` 
twelve, and insert two, four, and six, so as to per- 
fect this portion of the bill. I hope the Senator will 
consent to modify the amendment by the simple 
addition of the words “by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate. ” 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I merely wish to su 


ggest to 
my friend that if he had listened to the ex 


planation 


| I was about making some time ago, he would 


have found that the amendment has already been 
so modified. I rose for the purpose of stating 
that; but he said that he understood perfectly well 
how the matter stood, and of course I then allowed 
him to proceed. 

Mr. BRADBURY. Iheard the amendment of 
the Senator from New Hampshire, and think I 
The Senator’s amend- 
ment proposes to declare in express terms that the 
President shall not remove, instead of leaving the 
question as it would stand upon language author- 
izing the removal with the advice and consent of 
the Senate. 

Mr. BELL. . I do not rise for the purpose of 
detaining the Senate, but merely for the purpose 
of stating to the Senator from Maine that I am 
content with this amendment; whatever this body 
does to shuw that its power of controlling the dis- 
cretion of the este of the United States, comes 
within the priffeiple which I have desired to estab- 
lish. I only wish to mention that any advance 
made in this respect is of the greatest importance, 
and that whatever we do in the present case, is in 
opposition to what has been understood to be the 
principle on which the Government has acted here- 
tofore. This is not a thing that ought to have any 
sacredness attached to iton account of its antiquity. 
I believe I may say that the greatest minds that 
have adorned the Senate and the country have held 
that opinion; but they have never been able to 
control a majority in either branch of Congress, 
and they have therefore failed to exercise any 
power in either branch over the absolute arbitrary 
will of the President of the United States in rela- 
tion to removals of officers. Now this would be 
a control. It will be a most happy initiative pro- 
ceeding on the part of the Congress of the United 


|| States, and I hope that we may fully carry it out 
i; in future. 


It does not relate to the removals of the 
great mass of public officers, if that is what the 
Senator fears. 

Mr. BRADBURY. Not at all. 

Mr. BELL. It controls the President in no 


| point except in the removal of these particular 
| functionaries. 


I trust, sir, that before the next 
election the honorable Senator will be found voting 
with other Senators and the other House, in con- 
trolling the exercise of the power in the case of 
any incoming President. But if his object is to 
keep these offices from the power of the President 
of the United States, this decisioa will have a zrcat 
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tendency to bring it about.. I merely wanted to 
show what effect this amendment would have in | 
regard to establishing, the principle. : : 

. Mr, FOOTE. I simply rise, Mr. President, in 
aid of the suggestion of the Senator from Maine, 
[Mr. Brapsury,] and to unite with him in protest- 
ing against the rash and hasty decision of a grave 
and important question in the mode proposed by 
the honorable Senator from Tennessee, [Mr. Bett. ] 
Tam. unwilling to treat a question of such import- | 
ance so slightingly, and to award at once an authori- | 
tative decision upon it, asso warmly urged by the 
gentleman from. Tennessee. I understood him to ! ily fi h 
say distinctly, in his first remarks, that if we sanc- || but even from their high-minded supporters. The 
tion this amendment, and it should receive the |! speech of the Senator from Tennessee this morn- 
approbation of the House of Representatives, he |; ing I hold to bea most salutary and seasonable 
should look upon it'as an authorative declaration I hope it will be listened to. I thank 


rebuke wil! be efficient in the work of reform in the 
right quarter. ; 

Gentlemen in high places, intrusted with au- 
thority by the people, will now understand that 
they cannot pursue such a course as has been pur- 
sued in this country for the last twelve monghs, 
however distinguished they may be for patriotism, 
however worthy of admiration as men, however 
exalted their intellectual powers, without incurring 
censure from all good men of all parties. They will 
understand that they cannot pursue this course 
without calling forth the language of indignation 


| warning. . 
of principle by the two Houses of Congress in || him for that speech; I hope the American peo- 
opposition to former precedents. . This is a great | ple will thank him for the admission which he 
undertaking, a serious matter, indeed, thus to settle |! has made; and I trust that he will unite with my- 
a question which divided public sentiment so serio- || self and others in endeavoring to effect the reforms 


usly in 1789, and which has much divided public || wnich his speech appears to indicate as being so | 


sentimentever since. I repeat that I am unwilling, | essentially requisite to the welfare of the country 
in connection with a bill like this, or in any very | 


and the henor of our free institutions. i 
hasty manner, to bring on the settlement of this | Mr. BELL. Iam afraid my friend from Mis- 
question. I shall be willing, ata proper time, to || 


to || sissippi will not think so well of me when he 
go into an examination of the subject in all its || hears me through. Certainly 1 am not entitled, 
bearings, as a general question of great public |: on the ground which he has placed it, to the 
moment, calmly and deliberately to be considered || slightest advance in his respect or admiration. If 
and acted upon, and with something of composed || the Senator had heard me a few days ago, he 
dignity. | ' would have heard me avow that in my opinion 
Mr. BELL. Upon what more important bill | -there had been no proscription under the present 
would the Senator from Mississippi decide this |; Administration, so far as I had examined, and 
question ? , Š 
Mr. FOOTE. I would say a bill for the pur- 
pose of effecting a general settlement of the whole 
question, in application to all officers throughout 
the country, in connection with which we could 
adopt such a provision without a ‘transcension of 
our constitutional powers. Thisis a special bill, 
and I am not willing, for one, thus hastily, and | 
without due examination and thorough argument, į 
to go into a settlement of the qustion alluded to. Ii! 
am unwilling to render a decision now, and upon `i 
the bill before us, if it is to have the permanent || 
effect described by the honorable Senator from | n 
Tennessee. I beg leave to suggest that the honor- || great many removals, has acted under a doctrine 
able Senator seems to have fallen into great error |! directly the contrary of proscription. If the Sena- 
in other respects. Jt is true that these officers | tor from Mississippi and myself understand the 
are to have certain judicial functions; but, strictly | word proscription in the same senie, then we dif- 
speaking, they are not judicial officers. They are || fer totally in regard to the acts of the Administra- 
accounting officers, auditors; and their decision is | tion. 1 say that I do not know of an act of pro- 
in but few cases, if any, to be final. Now, how i; seription, or of the tyrannical arbitrary power to 
they can be considered judicial officers, in the sense ii remove an officer of the present Administration, 
in which the Senator from Tennessee appears to i or of any removal except on such causes as have 
understand it, I cannot conceive. i i; heretofore been held to be good and sufiicient by 
Permit me to observe that I am not surprised at; such men as Jefferson. I understand that General 
the zeal which the honorable Senator has mani- i Taylor has not acted on the ground that he had the 
fested on the present occasion. I think that the i power, or, if he had, that he thought it proper to 
exhibition which he has given us this morning of i; remove any public officer from any station what- 
his desire to effectuate a great scheme of reform |; ever, where there wasa mere difference of opinion. 
such as he has delineated, is not WMly natural and ‘| I did not say that I knew not of any instance of 
becoming, but decidedly praiseworthy. He seems ' the kind; for, as I stated the other day, after some 
to me, in urging this plan of reform upon us, to i diligent inquiry, I have ascertained that in some 
rise far above all mere party considerations. J give | two or three cases of which I have heard, that 
him creait for great elevation of purpose, and pu- .; was not so distinctly ne ground upon which the 
tity of motives. I know it must have cost him a ` President had acted. But Í do not mean to pur- 
ee to peet this very delicate question || sue this subject further in connection with this 
so boldly as he has metit; because his speech i; bill. 
seems clearly to imply that he has very recently |, In regard to another remark of the Senator from 
discovered that the power of the Executive in | Mississippi, that this was a new subject, and a 


control over the public officers of the country had 
| been manifested in no single case, so far as 1 had 
| heard or been informed. 

Mr. FOOTE, (in his seat.) I did not hear the 
Senator on the occasion to which he refers. 

Mr. BELL. [admitted that there might have 
been cases where the President had removed from 
office under a mistake of existing or alleged facts, 
or where he had been imposed upon, as no doubt 
instances had occurred under other, and would 
occur under any Administration. 1 believe the 
present Administration, though there have been a 


connection with official displacement may be most principle for the first time advanced by me as a |. 


„awfully abused—that the most serious mischiefs i member of Congress, I can tell the honorable Sen- 
may arise, and have already arisen, from the prac- ator, that though my course has been humble, and 
tice of proscription on the part of the Execu- | not attracting the attention of the country so much 
tive. `: as that of other distinguished gentlemen who have 

The Senator from Tennessee, although he is |, occupied a seat in this and the other House of Con- 
distinguished for many things highly honorable || gress, yet for five or six years I devoted a large por- 
to him, not having been distinguished, so far as I || tion of time to the investigation of this subject; and 
have learned, on any former occasion by such |i whilst there was a ray of hope of bringing a major- 
zeal as he has manifested at the present time; not || ity in the other House to a proper sense of what I 
having even made before, at least in this body, a |: considered the true principle of the Constitution, and 
solemn declaration of his opinion that any such | the essential principle of preserving the purity of the 
alteration in the action of the Government should ` elective franchise, so necessary to the permanent 
be effected as he now recommends, I feel author. 
ized to take it for granted thathe, in common with ` tempting to advance the same principles to which I 


i 
j 


many other patriotic individuais, has experienced |i have alluded to-day. | repeat, again, that for five or | 


disgust atthe manner in which this branch of Execu- ! six years, a very large portion ofthe time while I was 
tive power has been put in exercise of late. I say | a member of the other House, was devoted to this 
again that I award him great credit for this implied | subject, and to the investigation of this principle 
admission, It required much moral courage thusto | and in attempts to impress upon that body the 
make known his views to the country. It is a dangerous tendency of this doctrine of the abso- 
manly confessioni of delinquency, which I hope : lute, uncontrolled power of the President to re- 


will have dts effect elsewhere; and I trust this || move from office without any allegation or charge; 


and rebuke, notonly from their political opponents, | 


that the arbitrary absolute power of the Executive | 


| stability of this Government, I did persevere in at- ; 


and particularly without any cause at all. In 
regard to this question | must say, that I think it 
was & most appropriate occasion to have presented 
the point which I did. Whatcan be more im- 
| portant, when it is proposed to establish a board 
i which is to have the disposal of millions of money, 
and to stand in the place of an accountant-general 
for all claims from the Government, than the asser- 
tion of the power of Congress over this absolute, 
uncontrolled power claimed by the President, of 
removing incumbents from office without any 
| cause? The board, it is true, will not bea final 
| resort in all these claims; but it will be a very ex- 
traordinary case where Congress will undertake to 
investigate and overrule their decisions. And, ] 
repeat again, what more appropriate occasion can 
arise, what more important measure can be pre- 
sented for the assertion of this power of Congress? 
I will state, as respects this bill, though a favor- 
ite of mine, as it has been for many years past, 
and while I am aware it is impossible to perfect 
one at this time which will thoroughly satisfy me, 
that my vote in favor of it will depend very much on 
the term of office which shall be fixed, and the power 
‘ which Congress shall retain over them. With the 
important duties that are to be vested in them, I 
desire that they shall not be in the slightest decree 
subjected to Executive influence. If they are, and 
are to be the subjects of removal every three or 
four years, 1 doubt very much whether men of 
the proper skill, ability, and character throughout 
the whole country, can be procured, to come to 
| Washington to discharge those duties; and once 
here, to have them exercising those great and im- 
|! portant duties, so far as the amount of money is 
| concerned, subject to the changing party adminis- 
‘trations of the Government, and exposed to the 
imputation of conforming their acts to the varied 
tide and fortunes of the political parties of the 
country, is what I can never consent to. And if 
this is to be so, I am against this bill, 
Mr. FOOTE. The Senator from Tennessee 
; has done me serious injustice in supposing that I 
` had designed to accuse the Administration of hav- 
| ing practised proscription. Whatever may be . 
| true upon this point, I have not designed to press 
| any such accusation in a regular way myself upon 
! this occasion. I have endeavored to avoid, as far 
| as possible, the presentation of any distinct charges 
of a dishonoring character against the Adminis+ 
‘tration. I have repeatedly declared, and have 
: acted on that declaration, that it was the bounden 
| duty of all of us here to exhibit nothing like a 
| factious opposition to the Administration; but to 
|| give it a fair opportunity, in the exercise of its 
: legitimate powers, of maturing and carrying into 
| execution such measures of policy as might, in 
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; their judgment, be best calculated to promote the 
j; happiness of the whole country, as well in regard 
jj to its domestic as its foreignconcerns, I certainly 
i misconceived the Senator from Tennessee most 
; grievously, since I did understand him as evincing 
i in his speech, just now delivered in our hearing, a 


| 
H 
H 
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ji zeal seldom manifested in the discussions of this 
; body, in connection with a grand scheme of re- 
' form, of which he has become the earnest cham- 
i pion, and really supposed that this zeal had been 
engendered chiefly by recent occurrences. The 
: Senator will at least permit me to say that, al- 
though he now only reannounces one of the con- 
Stituent portions of a political creed of which, as he 
|; informs us, he was for six years an advocate else- 
: where, and at quite an early period of his public 
i life, yet that it is nevertheless true that he has 
j been for some years past quite silent on the subject, 
i So far as I have been able to learn, this is the first 
| development of his views here, however faithfully 
| retained by him, and at one time warmly expressed 
| in the other wing of this Capitol. Now, inasmuch 
ii as he has been here for three years past, and has 
| been thus far perfectly silent upon this topic, was 
', E not authorized, to some extent, to draw the con- 
i: clusion that he, like some cthera, has seen some- 
thing in recent proceedings of the Government 
touching the displacement of officers which ap- 
peals to him as a patriot, as we all believe him to 
; be, to seek the earliest opportunity of making his 
; opinions known to the public, and especially to 


: those in power, with a view to bringing to a close 
; those scenes of proscription which have caused so 
: Many patriotic hearts to swell with indignation, 
‘and awakened serious apprehensions as to the 
| permanency of our free institutions ? 


If I have run into any error in regard to this 
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matter, I regret the fact most deeply. If I erred 
in supposing that the Senator from Tennessee, 
earnest as he was in his language just now, has seen 
nothing in the present transactions of the Govern- 
ment to incite him to increased zeal, and to prompt 
that fervid appeal to which we have listened with 
so much pleasure upon this occasion, 1 am sure 
that what I have said was at least not at all calcu- 
lated to disparage him in public estimation. The 
honorable Senator complains in one breath of 
abuses, crying abuses, and enormous evils, which 
he says exist, and need at once the hand of reform, 
and in the next he virtually at least says, that on 
looking over the condition of things in the country, 
he sees no such evils at all, and insists that none 
such exist. If no instance of proscription has 
occurred under this Administration, I feel author- | 
ized to assert that there is no earthly need of that 
plan of reform which the Senator has been so 
warmly advocating this morning; because it is 
certain that proscription can never yet have oc- 
curred in the whole history of the Government. 
One proposition I venture to presume that neither 
the Senator from ‘Tennessee nor any other Senator 
will venture to dispute, and that is, thata much 
larger number of expulsions from office have taken 
place under this Administration, for some cause 
or for no cause whatever, than ever occurred under 
any other, and perhaps I might say, than all others 
put together; therefore, if there has been no abuse 
of the power of displacement practised under this |! 
Administration, it would appear that no such evil || 
as proscription for opinion’s sake has ever arisen 
among us, to call for that remedial interposition 
which the honorable Senator from Tennessee has 
so vehemently invoked on this occasion. To le- | 
gislate for the suppression of an evil which has |! 
never yet had a real existence, seems to me to be 
visionary and fanciful in the extreme; nor am I 
willing to do so even under the seductive persuasion 
of the honorable Senator from Tennessee. | 
Now, I say again, 1 do not charge the Admin- |i 
istration with having produced proscription. I |! 
have not accused or denounced those in power in | 
connection with this matter. I am very willing || 
to’ postpone censure on this head until I find out i 
those facts, and which it seems the Senator from |! 
| 
| 


Tennessee has been able already to obtain knowl- || 
edge of, in connection with the various instances : 
of official displacement which have occurred. It! 
shall pursue a quiet course on this subject, and |; 
when we do obtain the proper information in re- | 
gard to it, lam prepared to do justice to all con- | 
cerned. But J have this remark to make: If the 
Senator from Tennessee has actually found out || 
and ascertained that there has been no proscrip- 
tion for opinion’s sake under this Administra- ; 
tion—a statement which now { do not care about 
denying, because it would be ungracious to do so 
in the face of the positive averment of the Senator 
to that effect; if he has thoroughly examined the 
subject; and has clearly ascertained that not a 
single instance of proscription for opinion’s sake 
has yet occurred, and such multiplied cases of 
official unworthiness have been found out, then I 
have to say that we must have sadly degenerated | 
from the purity of former generations, and have | 
become the most profligate, the most corrupt, and |j 
the most degraded people the world ever saw. If | 
all these instances of expulsion from public office, || 
so multiplied as to raise a feeling of universal in- 
gignation throughout the land, have arisen in con- || 
sequence of official unworthiness, then I repeat we |; 
have become the most corrupt, abandoned, profli- |; 
_ gate, and degraded people the God of Heaven | 
ever permitted to enjoy the blessings of civil and |! 
religious liberty. I do not at present deny this to || 
be our deplorable condition; but [do not make |i 
issue with the honorable Senator who has given 
utterance to the surprising declaration, simply on | 
account of the high personal respect I entertain 
for him, and my unwillingness to deny positively | 
the existence of a state of facts, in belief of which | 
he has so formally avouched. Let me beseech | 
him, though, if he knows where adequate and sat- i 
isfactory information on this very painful subject f 
j 


can be obtained, that he will use his best exertions | 
to have it fouthcoming, for the- benefit of us all, 

and with a view to the effectual vindication of | 
those in power against one of the most serious || 
accusations that has yet been preferred against || 
them. Itis indeed important to the honor of the | 
nation that this charge, if unjustly preferred, | 
* ghould be met and put down by irrefutable testi- 


¿profess to have looked into the whole subject with 


‘ the Cabinet at all,) that if some individuals with 


| President and his Cabinet must have been more 


‘men in the Republic. 
| nobly shed their blood in defence of the country; 
i men who fought with Jackson at New Orleans, 


' dozen battles of the late war with Great Britain. 


, ployment except upon official grounds. 


| a Democrat?) What grievous crime had he com- | 
i mitted ? 


| agement; but I will mention that he is the son of a 


mony. It is important to the character and pop- 
ularity of those in power, that all the mystery 
which has heretofore enveloped this subject should | 
be dissipated by the production of the actual facts | 
of the case. Let us have them at once, and let d 
the public mind be relieved from the gross error | 
in which it has become involved in regard to the 
conduct of the President and his oficial advisers 
touching removals from office. A very different 
opinion from that avowed by the honorable Sena- 
tor from Tennessee, I can assure him, prevails 
upon this subject in the country generally. { be- 
lieve that at this time 99-100ths of our people— 
Whigs and Democrats, if such a state of facts ex- | 
ist as the Senator from Tennessee asserts to be the 
case—are in a state of-most unfortunate delusion 
in regard to them. The sound-thinking portion 
of our citizens at the present time, do generally 
indulge the belief that the most sweeping expul- 
sion from office for opinion’s sake has occurred 
under this Administration. 

{ regret the broad declaration of the honorable 
Senator, on this head, for special reasons. | do not 


minute and scrutinizing diligence; hut some cases 
have come under my own observation, in connec- 
tion with which, I undertake to say to the Senator 
from Tennessee, (without designing to indulge in 
any special denunciation of the President or of 


whose merits I am well acquainted, have not 
been expelled from office for opinion’s sake, the 


egregiously imposed on and deceived than were 
ever any set of men before in all Christendom; 
because it is undeniably true, that worthy officers 
have been turned out of office in the State which | 
in part represent, known to the whole country to i 
be as high-minded, capable, and patriotic, as any 
Yes, sir, men who have | 


and who fought with him in his Indian battles, 
have been fated to suffer expulsion apparently 
without fault, and without even suspicion of de- 
linguency. One venerable personage in my own 
State, I know well,and who is doubtless well 
known to the honorable Senator from Tennessee, 
also. Į allude to General Rayburn, late marshal 
of the northern judicial district of the State of 
Mississippi. This gentleman served, if I mistake 
not, most honorably in the legislative councils o 
the State of Tennessee, for several years. He was 
for many years a member of the Mississippi Sen- 
ate. He signalized his patriotic valor in some 


His character is spotless. His official fidelity and 

competency were beyond doubt or denial. And 

yet he is one of the multitudinous list of pro- 

scribed officers, none of whom, the Senator from | 
Tennessee insists, were dismissed from public em- | 
Í might 
go into a pretty extensive citation of instances of 
the same kind, in the State of Mississippi and the 
adjoining States, were | willing to weary the Sen- 
ate, and seriously inclined to hot controversy with | 
my friend from Tennessee. But I forbear, and 
will only remind him of a single case besides, 
which fortunately belongs to his own State, and he 
is therefore bound to know all the particulars con- 
nected with it. Let me ask him what he thinks 
of the displacement of General Armstrong, our 
late excellent Consul to Liverpool? Was he dis- 
missed, too, for some other cause besides his being 


What want of qualification had he dis- 
played? Who doubts his love of country—of 
that man who fought side by side with Jackson |; 
in battle, enjoyed his confidence and friendship for |} 
forty years of his glorious life, and praises of į; 
whom were upon the lips of the dying Hero of the |! 
Hermitage, during his last moments? General i; 
Armstrong was displaced to make way for a young 
gentleman of whom | shall say nothing in dispar- 


distinguished personage, for whom we all enter- | 
tain high personal respect, and who did more to | 
secure the election of General ‘Taylor to the Presi- 
dency than any ten men in the Republic beside. 
Was this nota case of proscription? Was this 
not a case of displacement for opinion’s sake, and 
of appointment in requital of political support? 
I should really be pleased to hear how the honora- 
ble Senator from Tennessee explains this, and a 


thousand other cases equally striking which 
becited without trouble: ; Le ee 

ir. President, the honorable Senator from Ten- 
nessee, by yielding the authority of his name to 
the assertion so often made by others, that no pro+ 
scription for opinion’s sake has taken place under 
this Administration, has, I apprehend, done seri- 
ous injustice to a numerous and most meritorious 
class of his countrymen, whose misfortune it is to 
have been expelled from places of public trust, 
without any known allegation of official demerit 
of any kind. This denial to-day that any of 
those men were dismissed on account of their po- 
litical opinions, necessarily raises an implication 
of official unworthiness against them all which 
cannot but operate most injuriously. Let me in- 
voke him at least to unite with us in securing to 
them, each and all, an opportunity of defending 


| themselves against this most injurious implication. 


Let me urge upon him the justice of codperating 
with us in bringing all the facts connected with 
these cases of official displacement at once to 
light, by the adoption of the resolution some time 
since introduced by the honorable Senator from 
Maine, [Mr. Brapsoury,] and which is now 
awaiting our action, and which respectfully callse 


! upon the President for full information upon this 
; whole subject. 


Mr. BELL. Mr. President, I wish to gay, in 


| reply to the Senator from Mississippi 


Mr, TURNEY. | have something to say, 
which, perhaps, my colleague would prefer to reply 
to at the same time. 

Mr. BELL. Very well, 1 will give way for my 


‘colleague. 


Mr. TURNEY. I had not intended to partici- 
pate to-day, or on any other occasion, in the dis- 
cussion of this matter of removals from office. I- 


| hold it to be my duty, however, to defend the 


reputation of ‘a portion of those who have been 
proscribed, and who reside in the State which Iin 
part represent. I was not hère some days ago, 
when my colleague made his speech on the reso- 
lutions of the Senator from Maine, or I should. 
then have replied to his remarks on that occasion, 
and which greatly surprised me when I read them., ` 
I have never doubted that my colleague would 
himself admit that some of the officers who have 
been removed were in every way qualified and 
worthy of the stations which they held. As 
one of these, I would select a gentleman residing 
in the same town with my colleague, Jesse B. 
Clemens, Esq., in relation {to whose removal I 
offered, at an early day in the session, a resolution 
calling on the department for the papers now on 
file. And if we could have access to those papers, 
and they could be published, the character of this 
gentleman would not be affected thereby, whether 
charges were made against him by the President 
himself, his Cabinet, or any one else. Sir, he held 
an office which never before was proscribed. I 
believe it was th@ first time since Tennessee be- 
came a member of the Union, that the marshal. of 
the middle division of the State has been removed. 
And after General Taylor was elected and came 
into office, the two judges of the federal court, the 
district and the circuit courts, united in a strong 
letter recommending the continuance of this gen- 
tleman in office. The district judge, as my col- 
league knows, is as strong and decided a Whig as 
is to be found in Tennessee, and a géntleman in 
every sense of the word; indeed there is no gen- 
tleman more decided in his political opinions than . 
is Judge Brown. In addition to this, this gentle- 
man had the recommendation of three judges of 
the supreme court of the State, two of whom were 


; strong Whigs, setting forth his character, capaci- 
d = f] 2 p 


ty, qualifications, and standing in the community, 
and asking his continuance in ofice. He had, 
besides, a strong recommendation from the chan- 
cellor of the courts, who is also a Whig, as well 


; as of the circuit judge of the State courts, who is 
: another Whig. 


And he had, | believe, the unani- 
mous recommendation of the bar at Nashville, 
where the court was holden, two-thirds of whom 
were Whigs. And in addition to all this, he had 
the recommendation of the grand jury and the 
petit jury of the supreme court holden at Nash- 
ville. All this was unsolicited, and the papers 
are now on file, or were on file, in the department 
at the time of his removal. If my colleague 
thinks, as his speech would seem to imply, that 
this gentleman ought to have been removed for 
cause, upon charges, Í think he is about the only 
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could ‘be: found in. that ‘section of. the | 
whe could think so, whether he be 
crak spi 
In addition to the. testimonials to which 1 have 

referred, there was a-letier writen by Mr. Prior, 

who was the presidential elector for that district, | 
a Whig-gentleman.of high character and standing, , 
and a lawyer practicing in the supreme court at 

Nashville, and who was and had been for many 

years acquainted with ther character and capa- 

city of the marshal—io the department, strongly 

soliciting the continuance in office of Mr. Clem- 

ens. This letter was also on file in the depart- 

ment. After Mr. Clemens’s removal, Mr. Prior 
wrote another letter, addressed to him, which I 
will ask the Secretary to read. 

Mr. PHELPS. Í rise to a.point.of order; and 
that is merely this, whether, upon this question 
of the establishment of this’board, it is in order | 
to discuss the character of the occupant of an 
office who has been heretofore removed by the 
President? 

Mr. BELL. I hope the Senator will allow my 
colleague to go on, and not raise the point of 
order. 

The PRESIDENT decided the point of order 
to be well taken. The Chair had been vawilling | 
to interfere, but, the question being raised, was 
bound to decide as it had. 

Mr. BELL. _ I hope the Senate will permit this | 
debate to go on, and I desire a word of reply to 
the Senator from Mississippi and then to my col- 
league. I hope I may be allowed here to say that 
ĮI concur in all my colleague has said in regard 
to the merits of Mr. Clemens. This | want to do 
now. 

Mr. TURNEY. I understand, then, I am not 
permitted. to speak in regard to any individual 
case of removal which has occurred here or else- 
where. . Well, if 1 am not permitted to do so, I 
“will postpone the remarks | had intended to submit 

until some of these resolutions shall come up when | 

they will bein order. I wish to state briefly why | 

l shall vote against the proposition to amend. | 

am one of those who entertain the opinion that | 
‘ this power of removal has been greatly abused, 
and as much under the present Administration as 
under any other which has preceded it—for it has 
been abused, 1 doubt not, under Democratic Ad- 
ministrations—and I agree that, in all cases where 
removals have been made for opinion’s sake, it is 
an abuse of power; and I will add further, that, in 
my opinion, there has not been a removal in the | 
State of Tennessee which was not an abuse of | 


* 


cult or doubtful cases as the Auditor cannot see his 
way through, or in regard to which he feels that 
the preponderance of testimony is adverse to the 
claim. These will be the only cases in behalf of 
the Government which will find their way before 
this board; and I am correct, therefore, in the sup- 
position that the decision of this board would be 
final on the claim, and upon the warrant of the 
board money would be taken out of the Treasury. 
For one, I am unwilling—though | admit that this 
power of removal has. been greatly abused, and 
perhaps will be as long as the Government exists 
—to allow this board, with the control it will have 
over the Treasury, to be entirely free from super- 
vision by the President. Suppose they should be 
guilty of corruption in the discharge of their duty, 
will it be said that they must be permitted to go on 
for months until Congress shall meet and the Pres- 
ident place a statement of the facts before them, 
to be acted on perhaps not for months thereafter? 
I prefer to incur the hazard of the abuse of the 
power of removal in the hands of the Executive; 
and in this way I would endeavor to protect the 
Treasury as far as Í can from peculation. This is 
my objection to the amendment. I desire the 
power of removal in the President to exist in re- 
gard to almost every officer, and particularly in 
regard to those whose warrant can draw money 
out of the Treasury; and no abuses of that power, 
on account of political considerations, will induce 
me to change what Í regard to be a sound and 
wholesome principle. { shall, therefore, vote 
against the proposition to amend, and sustain the 
bill as it'was reported. 

Mr. HALE. Unless 1 have misunderstood the 
bill itself and the remarks of the honorable Sena- 
tor from Virginia, (Mr. Hunter] in introducing 
it, the Senator from Tennessee (Mr. Turney] is 


ul 


to those officers to be appointed under the bill. 
do not understand that by this bill the commis- 
sioners have any right to draw warrants on the 
Treasury. Notatall, they are simply to examine 
into the cases, and then report upon them to Con- 
gress, for an appropriation or not, as the case may 
be. Is that not it? 

Mr. HUNTER. They have additional power 
to try cases founded on law and positive regula- 
tions, now tried by the Auditors and Comptroilers. 
Appeal is taken to them under the direction of the 
Secretary of the Department, and such cases as 


court of accounts. When, however, the claim is 
founded upon equitable grounds, they only rec- 


power, Notwithstanding all this, I hold it to be 
a sound conservative power, and one which ought : 
to exist. This board is to be nothing more nor | 
less than a Board of Auditors. They are to exer- 
cise a controlling influence over the officers of the 
Treasury, and that too in the most delicate cases; 
for an appeal is never taken where the Auditors 
of the Treasury allow a claim. An appeal is only 
to be taken under this bill, as ] understand it, 
where the Auditor of the Treasury has rejected 
the claim. 1 take an appeal, then, from the 
Auditor to this Board, and, upon their revising 
the claim, they are to have the power of issuing a 
requisition upon the Treasury, They candraw 
upon the Treasury, and draw the public money 
out of it.. They can revise the decision of the 
Auditor. 

Mr. HUNTER. Before they can decide on 
such a case of appeal it must be referred to them 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, and it can as 
well be referred on the part of the United States as 
on the part of the claimant. The Senator seems || 
to be under the impression that it is only the claim- || 
ants who have the right to appeal; the heads of 
Department can also appeal, if they, in their dis- 
cretion, deem it proper. 

Mr. TURNEY. I was very little wrong; for 
the Secretary of the Department would never make | 
a reference unless there was great doubt in the | 
case. In other words, he would never make a ref- | 
erence to the Board until the Auditor had rejected | 
the claim or given a decision adverse to the allow- 
ance of the claim, When that was done, the party 
claimant would apply to the Secretary, as is now 
often done when the Auditor rejects a claim, for the į 
opinion of the Attorney General, whose decision 
is final on the application. So here, under this 
bill, where the auditor finds the claim a just one, 
he allows it, and no one will take an appeal to this 
‘board. The board will only decide in such diffi- 


ommend to Congress. 
Mr. HALE. Exactly. In all those cases now 


entirely mistaken concerning the powers granted | 
y 8 8 a 


these they try upon appeal; they sit as a sort of 


has been abused; and yet the honorable Senator 
is willing to continue this power of abuse, I sup- 
pose, indulging a hope that the time may come— 
in 62 or at some other time—when it will be in 
| hands with-which he sympdthises more than he 
does with those who now hold it, and who may 
possibly not be disposed to abuse their power. 

hen there is the Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. 
| Foore.] He points to the history of the exercise 
of this power in his own State, and, according to 
the eulogy which he has pronounced on them, 
some of the most eminent, and excellent, and 
worthy, and amiable men that have ever adorned 
any office in any State, have fallen under the le- 
gitimate operation of this very power, that it is 
proposed to limit and restrain, and yet the gentle- 
man is willing that such eminent, worthy, ami- 
able, admirable officers as these should continue 
to fall during the whole period of the existence of 
this Administration, because he hopes undoubt- 
edly 

Mr. FOOTE. Will my friend allow me one 
moment? He appears to have understood me as 
l did not intend to be understood. I said distinct- 
ly that at the right time, in a deliberate and formal 
manner, I was prepared to debate this matter to 
the full extent, and would aid any member of the 
Senate in redressing the evil; but I did not wish 
to act on it in connection with this matter. 

Mr. HALE. If the Senator from Mississippi 
had been listening to the remarks I was addressing 
to the Senate, he would not have interrupted me, 
because I was endeavoring to answer that very 
objection, that now is not the time. Gentlemen 
soothe their consciences by saying itis not the right 
time to carry out the principle, although a good 
one in itself. ‘*Go thy way for this time, and 
when I have a convenient season | will send for 
thee,” said the Roman governor to the Apostle 
who urged upon his conscience a consideration of 
the truths which he would have him listen to and 
obey. Well, sir, the history may be imperfect, 
but nothing is given us in the sacred record to 
show that the Roman governor ever found a con- 
venient time. It never arrived. It was only a 
plea and an excuse by which he designed to put 
off the consideration of pressing truths at that 
time. So I fear it is with the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi and the other gentlemen who see no objec- 
tion to the principle, but think it is not the right 
time, Sir, the right time will never come. Sup- 
pose the next Presidential election should termi- 
nate in accordance with the wishes of those who 
are now opposing the present Executive—will 
that be “the right time??? Oh, no sir. It will 
then be found out that it was a very proper prin- 


i 


tried by Congress, but which are to be referred to i| ciple to apply when the Administration were in 
this board, the board has no power to make a || power who have just gone out, but now we have 
| draft upon the Treasury, and the only cases in | got another set of men in—pass it by for the pres- 
which they have a right to make a draft on the || ent. It is not ‘the right time” now; we must put 
Treasury are those which the accounting officers || it off, and look forward to some time when we 
of the Treasury now have a right. to draw upon || shall have a corrupt Administration. And when, 
the Treasury for; so that the creation of this || sir, shall we have a corrupt Administration by the 
board does not confer upon these officers any new |; admission of its friends? When that time comes 
power of making drafts on the Treasury, but it 
remains exactly as it did before. I want to say a 
few words in regard to the general question before | 
the Senate. I very much fear that theamendment | 
is defeated—dead. And why? Notbecause it is | 
not a wise measure, but some gentlemen seem to 
think that this is not the time for it. They want 
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without cause.” I have no doubt that such 
a resolution as that might pass; but, then, what 
is it worth? Nota straw. I contend that the 
only time to give efficient action to a right prin- 
ciple, is when there is an opportunity to make it 
efficient, by incorporating it in a bill to go into 
immediate action, as this bill is; and if gentlemen 
believe that this principle is good, the best way to 
give evidence of that belief is to give a vote in 
favor of it. The Senator from Tennessee [Mr. 
Turney] says that he shall vote against the amend- 
ment. And why? Why, he says that so far as 
the power of removal has had any operation at all 
in the State of Tennessee, in every single instance i 
that has come under his observation, since the 
present Administration have been in power, it has 
been an abuse. In every solitary case the power 


ji fined by “the immortal Jefferson,” or by the Im- 
| mortal any-body-else, he is in favor of heaping 
j upon and continuing in the hands of a single man 
i| this arbitrary power of removal? 

i If the principle embodied in this amendment is 
: a good one, let us try it—try it upon this one bill, 
:, As has heen said. by some other Senator, the whole 
field of removals beside this will be still open, and 
we will have two principles operating at the same 
time, and shall be able to sce which operates best, 
| and whether that which makes them more inde- 
| pendent is not better than that which makes them 
ji entirely dependent on the Executive. It seems to, 
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me that the Senator from Tennessee (Mr. Tur- 
NEY] supposes a very extreme case when he im- 
agines that this board might be corrupt, and go on 
making corrupt decisions:without there being any 
ower of removal until the meeting of Congress. 
Why does it not apply, also, to all the judges 
under constitutional authority, the judges of the 
Supreme Court and the district courts of the United 
States? Why do we not suppose that they may 
go on continually making corrupt decisions, and 
then ask if such a principle is to apply to them? 

I had prepared, at the suggestion of a friend for 
whose judgment I have a very high respect, 
another amendment, which I am perfectly willing 
to propose, provided this salutary principle be 
ingrafted on the bill. Itis,‘ That whenever the 
President of the United States sees cause, in his 
opinion, for the removal of any one of the commis- 
sioners aforesaid, he may suspend him from said 
office until the close of the next ensuing session of 
the Senate.” I should be perfectly willing to see 
such an amendment as that introduced, and then, 
in case of any such contingency as that anticipated 
by the honorable Senator from Tennessee, the 
President of the United States, by virtue of his 
power, might suspend any individual from the 
discharge of the functions of his office until after 
the close of the next session of Congress, when 
the whole matter would be laid before the Senate, 
and they would judge whether there was sufficient 
cause for his removal or not. a 

Ido hope, sir, that in some way or other we 
shall secure the insertion of this principle in this 
bill, and it does seem to me exceedingly strange 
that when gentlemen admit and declare that the 
operation of the principle now under discussion is 
deleterious, wrong, and contrary to the spirit and 
intention of the Constitution, yet they are unwilling 
to attempt a remedy in a single specified case. 

Now, let me say this much in regard to those 
who choose to act with reference to prospective con- 
siderations which belong to the next Presidential 
election. There is nothing—not even the proph- 
ecies of the almanac-makers as to the weather— 
which is so uncertain and so little to be relied upor. 
as these calculations about the Presidency. The 
Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Foote] knows this 
as well as anybody. And, sir, there is nothing 
in the indications of the present which throws 
any light upon the future. The lightthat is thrown 
upon the future only shows how great is the dark- 
ness, and itis therefore utterly unwise and foolish 
to suspend the application of a wholesome prnciple 
in legislation upon the happening of any contin- 
gency so doubtful as that is, into whose hands the 
power shall fall for three or four years, ora longer 
period, as the case may be. Here, then, is a prin- 
ciple to-day admitted to be wise—admitted to aim 
ata great abuse—an abuse universal in sône States, 
and yet it is not to be adopted for fear of ulterior 
and remote consequences. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I have looked over this 
bill, sir, about which so much has been said 

Mr. BUTLER. Will my friend give way fora 
motion to adjourn? 

Several SENATORS. 
ness first. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Idid not intend to make 
a Jong speech, but I will yield to the wishes of my 
friend from South Carolina. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


Oh, let us finish this busi- 
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The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

The SPEAKER announced the first business in 
order to be the consideration of the special order, 
being the bill providing for the taking of the sev- 
enth census of the United States. 

Mr. INGE rose and asked to be excused from 
serving on the committee appointed on motion of 
the gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. Stan- 
ty.] He briefly stated (but in a tone entirely in- 
audible to the reporter) his reasons for making 
the request. : 

The question being taken, the motion was agreed 


to. 
So Mr. Ince was excused. 


On motion by Mr. HOWARD, the report made | 


by him from the Committee on Indian Affairs, on 
the 24th inst., in compliance with a resolution of 
the House, respecting the treaty of Guadalupe 


Hidalgo, on the subject of Indian incursions, was 
ordered to be printed. 
SEVENTH CENSUS. 

The SPEAKER again announced ‘the business 
regularly in order to be the consideration of the 
census bill, which had last evening been reported 
from the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union—the question pending being, first, on 
agreeing to such of the amendments of the com-. 
mittee as had not been agreed to, and were to be 
voted upon separately. 

CLERK TO MARSHALS. 

The first of these amendments being under con- 
sideration, to strike from the 9th section, which 
provides for the pay of the marshals, the following 
words, viz: ‘ 

« And when the compensation does not in the whole ex- 
ceed the sum of five hundred dollars, a reasonable alow- 
ance for clerk hire shall be made, the amount whereof shall 
be determined by the Secretary of the Interior?— 

And to insert in lieu thereof the following, viz: 


“And the Secretary of the Interior shall render to the 
marshals and assistant marshals of the territories such com- 
pensation for their services as he shail deem just and equi- 
table?— 

Mr. CAMPBELL asked the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The SPEAKER propounded the question, and 
proceeded to count the’ affirmatives, announcing 
68— 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. Would it 
be in order for me to call for the reading of the | 
amendment at this time? It is not understood in 
this quarter of the House. 

The SPEAKER. The House is now dividing, 
and it is not strictly in order to interrupt the 
voting. The amendment has been read by the 
Clerk. 

A voice: There’s a great difference of opinion 
as to what it is. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will now again 
read the amendment, and the Chair would call the 
attention of the House to the reading. 

The question was again taken, and resulted 
ayes 88. ; 

The noes were not counted—the question being 
given up by the negative. i 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The question now being on concurring with the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
in their amendment striking from the twentieth 
section of the bill the following, viz: 

“ Provided, however, That all printing, except the blank 
tables, shall be executed according to the fifteenth section 
of the act approved the 18th of May, 1842, and the Census 
Board shall have charge of printing said blanks»— 

And inserting in lieu thereof the following, viz: 

« And to enable him the better, to discharge these duties, 
he is hereby authorized and required to appoint a suitable 
and competent person, as superiutending clerk, who shali, 
under his direction, have the general management of matters 
appertaining thereto, with the privilege of franking and re- 
ceiving free of charge all official documents and letters con- 
nected therewith; and the said Secretary shail also appoint 
such clerks and other officers as may be necessary from | 
time to time for the efficient management of said service. 
And the compensation to be allowed and paid to the officers 
connected with the Census Office shall be as follows: for 
the superintending clerk, two thousand five hundred dol- 
lars per annum, in full for his services; and for other assist- 
ants and clerks the compensation usuaily paid for similar 
services, to be fixed and allowed by the Secretary of the 
Interior: Provided, That no salary io assistant and clerks 
usder this bili shall exceed the sum of one thousand dollars 
per annum. The blanks and preparatory printing for taking 
the census shall be prepared and executed under the direc- 
tion of the Census Board; the other printing hereafter to 


j 
be executed as Congress shall direct.” j 


The question was put, and it passed in the 
affirmative. 
FUTURE CENSUSES. 


The next amendment being under consideration, || 


as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That this act shall continue in force i 
until altered or repealed ; and if no other Jaw be passed pro- | 


viding for the taking of any subsequent census of the United 
States, on or before the first day af January of any yea 
when, by the Constitution of the United States, any future 
enumeration of the inhabitants thereof is required to be 
taken, such census shall,in all things, be taken and com- 
pleted acveording to the provisions of this act. 

The question was taken, and decided in the af- 
firmative without a division. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 
THE NUMBER OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


The next amendment reported from the com- | 


mittee was the following: 

And be it further enacted, That from and after the third 
day of March, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-three, 
the House of Representatives shall be composed of two 


hundred .members, to be apportioned among thi 
States in the manner directed in thy nextsécuow: 
‘and be it further enacted, That so soon as thei 
each subsequent enumeravon of the inhabitants: 
eral States, directed. by the Constitution of the Unit d States 
to be taken, shall be completed and returned to the office of 
the Department of the Interior, it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of the Interior to ascertain the aggregate represent- 
ative population of the United States by adding to the whole 
number of free persons in all the States, including those 
bound to service for a term of years, and excluding Indians 
not taxed, three-fifths of all other persons; which aggregate 
population be shalt divide by the number two hundred, and 
the product of such division, rejecting any fraction of an 
unit, if any such happen to remain, shail be the ratio or rule 
of apportionment of representatives among the several Staves 
ander such enumeration; and the said Seeretasy of the De- 
partment of the fnterior shall then procee: in the same mwan- 
ner to ascertain the representative population of each State, 
and to divide the whole number of tbe representative popu- 
lation of each State, by the ratio already determined by him 
as above dirceted, and the product of this last division shall 
be the number of Representatives apportioned to such State 
under the then last enumerati n: Provided, That the loss 
in the number of members caused by the tractious remain- 
ing in the several States on the division of the population 
thereof, shall be compensated for by assigning to so many 
States having the largest fractions one additional member 
each for its fraction, as may be necessary to make the whole 
number o: Representatives two hundred: And provided also, 
‘Khat if, after the apportionment of the Representatives, 
under the next or any subsequent census, a new State or 
States shall be admitted into the Union, the Representative 
or Representatives assigned to such new State or States 
shall be in addition to the number of Representatives herein 
above limited; which excess of Representatives over two 
hundred shal! ony continue until the next succeeding ap- 
portionment of Representatives under the next succeeding 
census. 7 

Be it further enacted, That when the Department of the 
Interior shall have apportioned the Representatives in the 
manner above directed among the several States, under the 
sext or any subsequent enumeration of the inhabitants of 
the United States, he shall, as soon as practicable, make out 
and transmit, under the seal of his office, to the House of 
Representatives, a certificate of the number of members ap- 
portioned to each State under the then Jast enumeration 5 
and shall likewise make out and transmit without delay to 
the Executive of each State a certificate under his seal of > 
office of the number of members apportioned to each State 
under such last enumeration, 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, had yes- 
terday moved to amend this amendment by in- 
serting after the words two hundred where they 
occurred, the words ‘thirty-three,’ so as to make 
the number of representatives two hundred and 
thirty-three. 2 

And the question was put on the amendment to 
the amendment. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, and other. gen- 
tlemen, demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. JONES inquired of the Speaker if the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Tuompson] 
had moved to amend the proposition moved by 
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Vinton] in com- 
mittee, and reported by the committee, in any other 
place than where the number 200 first occurred— 
by: inserting after 200, the number 33? He be- 
lieved the change had been made by the gentle-. 
man from Pennsylvania in no other place; if so 
there was no provision for distributing the defi- 
ciency under 233 members to those States having 
the largest fractions. 

The SPEAKER’ said it was for the House to 
determine the construction of the amendment and 
to vote accordingly. 

Mr. CLEVELAND called for tie yeas and 
nays. 

The SPEAKER. The yeas and nays have 
been ordered. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, said he 
supposed the number 233 would be substituted for 
the number 200 wherever the latter number oc- 
curred in the amendment of the committee. If 
the number 233 were inserted, the change in the 
_| several places followed as a matter of course, being 


|; Necessary to preserve the consistency of the 
amendment. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, said he pre- 
; sumed there would be no objection in the House 
to making the change apply to all the parts of the 
amendment where the number occurred. 

The SPEAKER. If there is no objection, the 
changes will be made as designated. The Chair 
is not aware that there is any other part of the 
amendment to which the amendment to the amend- 
| ment applies. jt is journalized by the Clerk as 
i applying to the first part only. 

1 Mr. JONES objected to any changes: 

| Mr. WINTHROP rose (he said) to a sugges- 
| tion of order. He believed the Parliamentary 
| Manual expressly provided for cases like this, 
that where an amendment was made to a part of 


_of Representatives was fixed at two hundred. 


% 


‘and obj 


‘noise in the Hall. he could not hear what was 
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Mr. McCLERNAND inquired of the Speaker, 
whether the vote now about to be taken was not 
on the whole amendment of the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Vinton,] as amended? 

The SPEAKER said such was the state of the 
question.. It was on the whole amendment. It 
had been reported as a whole from the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The question was then taken and decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 115, nays 62; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Baker, Bennett, 
Bingham, Bocock, Booth, Breck, Briggs, A. G. Brown, Buel, 
Burrows, Chester Butler, Joseph Cabte, Joseph P. Caldwell, 
Caivin, Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chandier, Clarke, Cleve- 
land, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, 
Duncan, Dunham, Durkee, Nathan Evans, Fitch, Fowler, 
Gentry, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Harlan, Hay, Hay- 
mond, Hibbard, Hoagland, Hunter, William. T. Jackson, 
Andrew Jobnson, James L. Johnson, Jones, Julian, Kauf- 
man, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. King, 
John A. King, Preston King, La Sere, Levin, Job Mann, 
Matteson, McDowell, McLanahan, Robert M. McLane, 
McMullen, McWillie, Meade, Moore, Morehead, Morris, 
Morse, Morton, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, Otis. Outlaw, Peaslee, 
Pitman, Potter, Powell, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, 
Robbins, Rockwell, Root, Rose, Rumsey, Schenck, School- 


if'a subsequent part of the section. re- 
uch amendment, that was considered mere 
m f form. - The Committee on Enrolled | 
Bills had the. right to: make such verbal amend- || 
ments. He -therefore thought the motion unne- 
eeseary. oe 

‘The SPEAKER, 
sidered: at this time except by 
ections are made. : 
Mr. McCLERNAND said there was so much 


. The motion cannot be con- 
general consent; 


going on, and requested. the Speaker to call the 
House to order. 

The SPEAKER did so, and requested gentle- | 
men to take their seats: No question (he said) 
would be propounded until order was restored. 

Order having been in some degree restored— 

The CHAIR againstated the question. In the 
amendment reported from the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and which had 
been agreed to in committee, on motion of the 
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Vinton] the number | 


The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Tuome- 

i! Alexander H. Stephens, Stetson, Strong, Taylor, Jacob 
son] had offered an amendment to add after two l Thompson, James ‘Thompson, Joha B. Thompzon, Toombs, 
hundred the words ‘and thirty-three,” making jj Tuck, Underhill, Vinton, Waldo, Watkins, Wentworth, 
the number of Representatives two hundred and | Whittesey, Wildrick, Wilson, Winthrop, and Wood—115. 

i = . i i — SETS. ston. nderson. she. ver ay. 
ne three; and the AUEREN Bof before. the i} Bayly, Bissell, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, William J. Brown, 
ouse was on agreeing to the amendment ollered |! Thomas B. Butler, Gcorge A. Caldwell, Clingman, W. R. 
by the gentleman from Pennsylvania. ` il W. Cobb,Conger, Dimmick, Duer, Edinundson, Featherston, 
The question was then taken and decided in the || Fuller, Gerry, Gorman, Green, Hall, Haralson, Isham G. 
affirmative—yeas 93, nays 78; as follows:. 


Harris, Hebard, Henry, Houston, Howard, Howe, Hubbard, 
Inge, Joseph W. Jackson, Robert W. Johnson, Leffler, Lit- 

YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Baker, Bissell, Booth, Bow- 
lin, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Burrows, Chester Butler, Jos. 


| tlefield, Marshall, Mason, McClernand, McDonatd, Mc- 
| Gaughey, McQueen, Meacham, Millson, Olds, Orr, Parker, 
Cabie, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Cartter, Casey, Chandler, |} 
Clarke, Cleveland, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, 


Peck, Phelps, Ross, Sawtelle, Richard H. Stanton, Thad- 
deus Stevens, Sweetser, Thomas, Wiiliam Thompson, 

Dickey, Dimmick, Duncan, Durkee, Featherston, Fitch, 

Fowler, Fuller, Gentry, Gerry, Gott, Green, Grinnell, Hal- |! 


| Venable, Wallace, Williams, and Woodward—62. 
loway, Harlan, Isham G, Harris, Hibbard, Howard, Howe, | 


So the amendment as amended was agreed to. 
Hunter, W. T. Jackson, Julian, Kerr, D. P. King, George G. Mr. VINTON moved to reconsider the vote just 
King, John A. King, Preston King, Leffler, Levin, Little- 


King, Jono. Ms Kins Bente Levin, Mit taken, and to lay the motion on the tabie. 
e ob Mann atteson, McDonald cLanaban c- Th sti i i 
Mullen, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Morris, Nelson, Ogle, C quüsston Was-taken, and decided ini-the 


Otis, Ouulaw, Parker, Pensiee, Peck, Phelps, Pitman, Pot- i afirmative. A > T 
ter, Powell, Putnam, Robbing, Rockwell, Sawtelle, Sprague, || So the motion to reconsider was laid on the 
Richard H. Stanton, Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, Sweetser, i| table. 


que as Thompson, Wm. Thompson, Tuck, Underhill, || 
aldo, Wentworth hittlesey, Wildrick, Williams, Wil- ji o7 nar r 
son, Winthrop, and Wond—93.. ti ams, S| said, to a privileged question. He moved to re- 
NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Alston, Anderson, Ashe, Ave- |: consider the vote upon striking out the 21st sec- 
tet, Bay, Bayly, Binghiani Bowdon, Breck, Brigas, Wm, J. i| tion. He had not correctly understood the effect 
rown hos. B. Butler, G, A. Caldwe Jam pbe' ing- |i j 
man, W R. W. Cobb, Deberty, Dixon, Dunbam, Edmundson, l o the various amendments when he had voted, 
Nathan Evans, Gorman, Gould, Hal, Haralson, Sampson |} ut had supposed that the amendment of the pre- 
WW: Haris, Hay, Hebard, Henry, Hoagland, Houston, Hub- || ceding section remedied the difficulty. Upon exam- 
ard, Inge, J. W, Jackson, And’w Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, |) ination, however, he found that this was not th 
ames G. Ki a Sèr $ ii H aA 3 1g no, e 
J mes G. King, La Sère, Marshall, McClernand, McDowell; |! case. The section which had been stricken out 


McGaughey, Robert M. McLane, MeQueen, Mc Willie, || ois Š 
Meade, Milison, Morse, Morton, Newell, Olds, Orr, Owen, || related to the preparatory printing, and provided 


Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Root, Ross, Rumsey, Savage, || that the Secretary should let it out tothe lowest 

Sehenek, soon Seddon, Shepperd, Frederick P. ‘! bidder 

Stauton, Alexander H. Stephens, Strong, Thomas, Jacob |! i 

Thompson, John B. Thompson, Toombs, Venable, Winton, | The SPEAKER. Remarks are out of order. 

Wallace, Watkins, and Woodward—78. Mr. THOMPSON, I move to reconsider that 
So the amendment to the amendment was agreed | Yl and t hope a will be reconsidered. ae 

ta. : 9 | The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Missis- 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, moved a ii sippi moves to reconsider the vote by which the 

reconsideration of the vote, and that that motion | House concurred in the action of the Committee 

be laid on the table. ii of the Whole on the state of the Union in striking 
It was ordered accordingly. 


|; out the 2hst section, which provides for issuing 
The question then recurred on agreeing to the 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, rose he 


i proposals for printing the census blanks. 
Yiviendmentias amended. i! Mr. THOMPSON. Will the Speaker indulge 
S A +. |i me a moment? 
wot HALL asked the yeas and nays; which The SPEAKER. The Chair will. indulge the 
Mr. VINTON suggested that the adoption of || gentleman with pleasure. It is for the House to 
the amendment as amended would render it ne- || S2 Whether or not they will listen to any remarks 
cessary to insert the words ‘ thirty-three”? where- |; from the gentleman. If no objection is made the 


ever the words *¢ one hundred” occurred. j; gentleman will proceed, 
i; ‘Objection was made. 


The SPEAKER said, the correction could be | 
: e Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, moved to 


i 
i 
made only by unanimous consent. ji : 
Objection was made. ij lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 
The SPEAKER said, the correction could not |! Phe question was taken, and decided in the 
affirmative—ayes 65, noes 53. 


be made, because there was objection. i Á : 
| So the motion to reconsider was laid on the 
i 
i 
l 


The question was again stated to be on the 
amendment as amended. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, desired to 
be informed by the Chair, whether this was not } 
the proper time to inquire whether the corrections 
suggested by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vry- |! 
ToN] would not be made as a matter of course? |. 

The SPEAKER explained. ! 

Mr. McDONALD called for the reading of the 
amendment as.amended, and it was again read. | 

Mr. DUNCAN said he was very unwilling to || 
vote under the absurdity implied in’ the section as | 
it now stood. 

The SPEAKER (interposing) said, the Chair | 
must remind the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
(Mr. Duncan,] that no remarks were in order, the 
previous question having been ordered. | 


The next amendment being under consideration, 


| RETURNS OF HEMP. 
| 
l as follows: 


So the amendment was agreed to. 
The amendments having all been disposed of— 
The question recurred on ordering the amend- 


ments to be engrossed and the bill tọ be read a third 
time. . 


EREA a A 


craft, Seddon, Shepperd, Sprague, Frederick P. Stanton, | 


The question was taken and decided in the affirm- 
ative, without a division. 

So the bill and amendments were ordered to be 
engrossed. 

The SPEAKER. The bill is engrossed. The 
third reading of an engrossed bill 

Mr. THOMESON, of Pennsylvania. I rise to 
a privileged question. I move to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was ordered to be engrossed, 
and I move to lay that motion on the table. 

The question was taken and decided in the 
affirmative. _ . 

So the motion to recensider was laid on the table, 

The bill was then read a third time by its title. 

And the question being on its passage, ` 
i! Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, demanded 
the previous question. 
| The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ofdered. . 
| Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, demanded 

the yeas and nays on the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and, being 
taken, were—yeas 109, nays 61; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Baker, Bennett, 
| Bingham, Booth, Bowlin, Breck, Briggs, Buel, Burrows, C. 
Butler, Thomas B. Butler, Joseph Cable, Calvin, Campbell, 
Cartter, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Cleveland, Conger, Cor- 
win, Crow li, Deberry, Dickey, Dimmick, Dixon, Duer, 
Dancan, Dunham, Durkee, N. Evans, Fiteh, Fowler, Fuller, 
Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Harlan, Hay, Huymond, 
Hcbard, Hibbard, Houston, Howe, Hunter, William T. 
Jackson, Julian, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, 
James G. King, John A. King, Preston King, Leffler, Litte- 
field, Job Mann, Matteson, McDonald, McGaughey, Mc- 
| Lanahan, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Morris, Nelson, 

Newell, Ogle, Otis, Peaslee, Peck, Pitman, Potter, Putnam, 
Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Robbins, Rockwell, Root, Rose, 
Ross, Rumsey, Sawtelle, Schenck, Schooleraft, Shepperd, 
Sprague, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Thad- 
deus Stevens, Stetson, Strong, Taylor, James Thompson, 
John B. Thompson, William Thompson, Tuck, Underhill, 
Vinton, Waldo, Wentworth, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wil- 
son, Winthrop, and Wood—109. 

NAYS—Messrs; Alston, Anderson, Ashe, Averett, Bayly, 
Bissell, Bocock, Bowdon, Boyd, Wm. J. Brown, George 
Alfred Caldwell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Williamson R. W. 
i] Cobb, Colcock, Edmundson, Featherston, Gentry, Gerry, 
Gorman, Green, Haralson, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W, 
Harris, Henry, Hoagland, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, J. W. 
Jackson, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, 
Kaufman, La Sére, Marshall, Mason, McClernand, R. M. 
McLane, McMullen, McQueen, Me Willie, Meade, Millson, 
Olds, Orr, Outlaw, Parker, Phelps, Powell, Savage, Sed- 
don, Alexander H. Stephens, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob 
Thempson, Toombs, Venable, Wallace, Watkins, Wil- 
liams, and Woodward—6l. 


So the bill was passed. 

i Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, rose toa 
| privileged question, and moved to reconsider the 
; vote by which the bill was passed, and that that 
; motion be laid upon the table. 

i| The question was taken, and decided in the 
| affirmative. 

So the motion to reconsider was laid on the 
table, an@ the bill stands finally passed. 

The question being on agreeing to the title of 
the bill, as follows: ‘A bill providing for the 
taking of the seventh census of the United States. ”? 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, moved an 
i; amendment to strike out the title, and insert in 
{! lieu thereof the following: ` 
l «Anact providing for the taking of the seventh and sub- 
sequent censuses of the United States, fixing the number of 
Representatives, and providing for their future apportion- 
ment among the several States.” 

The question was taken, and decided in the 
affirmative. 

The title, as amended, was then agreed to. 

A motion of Mr, THOMPSON to reconsider 

: the vote by which the tide was agreed to was, on 
his motion, laid on the. table. 


i 

l 
l 
| TONNAGE DUTIES. 
pi 

i 


} 


i 
i 
i 


\ 
| 
t 
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Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, rose for the pur- 
i| pose (he said) of giving a notice to the House. 
: There were several bills lying on the Speaker’s 
I! table, that had been there four or five weeks, and 

were of public importance. The House would 
ember thatit was not in order to proceed to 
i business on the Speaker’s table, until one hour— 
|, the morning hour—had been devoted to reports of 
committees, and it was the general practice of the 
i: House. after having devoted this hour, and very 
|; often before, to go into Committee of the Whole.on 
|! the state of Union. Thus it had been impossible 
ii for him to bring before the House a measure ema- 
‘nating from the Committee on Commerce, (being 
i; an act authorizing the city of Baltimore to collect a 
|| certain tonnage duty) which had passed the Com- 
| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
į; Was now lying on the Speaker’s table. 


1850. 
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Mr. WINTHROP rose toa question of order, 
and said he believed there was no debatable mo- 
tion now before the House, 

The SPEAKER stated that debate was not in 
order. - i 

Mr. McLANE. I wish to make a brief expla- 
nation. I hope my friend from Massachusetts 
will allow me to proceed. 

The SPEAKER. No debate isin order. The 
Chair does not understand the gentleman from 
Maryland as making any motion. 

Mr. McLANE. I give notice then, that when 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union rise, I shall move to proceed to business on 
the Speaker’s table. I hope the House will per- 
mit me to make that motion. 

Mr. JONES. I give notice I shall object. 


DEFICIENCY BILL. 


Mr. BAYLY. I desire to say, that it was my 
purpose to call up the deficiency bill as soon as the 
census bill had been disposed of, but although the 
bill was received from the Senate and sent several 
days ago to the printer, and although I have sent 
two messages for it, I cannot get the bill back. It 
is due to myself and to the Committee of Ways 
and Means that I should make this statement, 


CALIFORNIA. 


On motion by Mr. PRESTON KING, the rules 
were suspended, and the House resolved itself 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Born, of Kentucky, in the chair,) and 
resumed the consideration of the special message 
of the President of the United States on the sub- 
ject of California. : 

Mr. WINTHROP was entitled to the floor, and | 
addressed the Committee during the allotted hour. 
The speech was in favor of the adoption of the 
policy recommended by the President in relation 
to California and the Territories of New Mexico 
and Deseret. {His speech will be found in the 
Appendix.] 

Mr. W. having concluded— 

Mr. ORR next obtained the floor, and addressed 

. the committee during his hour upon the slavery 
question, His remarks were principally made 
with the view of demonstrating the continued 
existence in unabated vigor of fearful dangers to 
southern rights and interests, growing out of north- || 
ern action. For this purpose he referred to the 
speeches of northern members of Congress, and 
to the proceedings of northern legislatures, socie- |! 
ties, and people—all going to show, as he contended, || 
a complete union of all parties in the North, in |; 
favor of the admission of Caifornia with her pres- 
ent constitution, of the exclusion of slavery from 
the territories, and of aggressive movements gener- || 
ally, upon that institution, which he predicted 
would finally, and ere long, result in the dircet 
attempt to abolish slavery in the States. He de- 
manded that this abolition interference should cease 
and that the constitutional rights of his section 
should be observed. If thiscourse were not taken, 
five years would not pass before the southern | 
States would insist upon a dissolution of the Union, || 
as they would never consent to remain therein, in |; 
the condition of vassals and inferiors. i 

[A report of his remarks will be found in the | 

Appendix.] | 

| 

{ 


| 


Mr. O. having concluded— 

Mr. CLARKE obtained the floor, but yieded to 
a motion that the committee rise, | 

The motion having prevailed— | 

The committee rose and reported progress. | 

And the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &e. 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rale, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees: 

By Mr, MORTON: The memorial of the citizens of ! 
Alexandria, praying the passage of a law authorizing the |i 
district court of the United States for the eastern district of 
Virginia to hold terms of said court at that place. 

By Mr. MATTESON: The memorial of Adam P., son of || 
Patrick Campbell, for himself and other heirs, praying for |: 
a pension on account of the services of their late father |i 
during the war of the Revolution. i 

By Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi: The petition of 
W. G. Harrison, one of the Auxiliary Guard of the city of 
Washington, praying compensation withheld from him 
during the time of his sickness. 

By Mr. STETSON: The petition of David Shepherd and 
22 others, citizens of Sebee, Maine, that the Secretary of 
the Navy be authorized to order a national vessel to trans- |} 
port to Europe delegates to the peace congress. 


| ninth rule of the Senate. 


; allowed, and the report is adopted by the Senate, 
‘it shall not be in order to refer the papers back 
| again to a committee. 
j and over again considered by the committees of 


| adopted by the Senate. 


comes within the rule. 


! | have been watching for years, and in all human 


| refer to the rule. 


i the Senate during the session. stio 
‘of a bill, strictly speaking, does not come within | 
‘ the rule. 


: honor of a seat in this body. The Senator does 


By Mr. BINGHAM: The petition of-C. S. Thompson, a 
mail contractor in Michigan, for relief. 

By Mr. REED: The petition of William Parkeson, for a 
pension. 

By Mr. BAYLY: The petition of 150 citizens of Wash- 
ington city, praying Congress to amend the charter of said 
city so as to give to the people thereof the power to elect 
all the officers of said corporation, aud especially police 
magistrates and constables, 

By Mr. PRESTON KING: The petition of citizens of 
Hopkinton, St. Lawrence county, New York, for the repeal 
of all laws adopted or enacted hy Congress by which 
slavery or the slave trade is authorized or sanctioned in 
the District. of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of the same, asking that no State shall 
hereafter be admitted into the Union uniess the constitu- 
tion of such State expressly prohibit the existence of slavery 
within its limits. 

Also, the petition of the same, asking that slavery and 
the slave trade shall be expressly prohibited by act of Con- 
gress in the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of the same, fora law giving to fugitives 
claimed as staves the right of trial by jury. 

Also, four several petitions of citizens of Lausine, Tomp- 
Kins county, New York, for the sane objects. 

Also, four several petitions from citizens of Lisbon, in 
St. Lawrence county, New York, for the same objects. 

Also, the memorial and pledge of citizens of Lisbon, 
against all wars as inconsistent with the spirit of christianity 
and destructive of. the interests of mankind. 
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Mr. DOWNS submitted additional documents 
relating to the memorial of A. P. Britingham; 
which were referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

On motion by Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, 

Ordered, That the memorial of the West Feliciana Rail- 
road Company, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. ATCHISON, in pursuance of notice, asked 
leave to introduce a bill to provide for the pay- 
ment of a debt due the heirs of Antoine Peltier. 

Mr. PHELPS. l deem it my duty to call the 
attention of the Chair and the Senate to the forty- 
Whether this bill comes 
within that rule is a question to be determined. 
That rule is, that whenever a claim is presented 
to the Senate and referred to a committee, and the 
committee report that the claim ought not to be 


This claim has been over 


the Senate. I believe I have made one or two 
adverse reports upon it myself, which have been 
It would not therefore be 
in order, according to the rule, to move to with- 
draw the papers and refer them to a committee. 
The only doubt is, whether.a bill thus introduced 
If it does not come within ! 
the letter, in my judgment it comes within the 
spirit of the rule. 

I am induced, Mr. President, to say this be- 
cause there are several of these old claims which | 


probability shall not be able to watch much 

longer. This claim has been examined in this 

and the other House. It, however, seems to be 

presented here from time to time, and ultimately, 

unless the attention of the Senate be called to its 

own rules, this claim, groundless as it is, may be 
assed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
Tt would not be in order for the 
Senator from Missouri to move to take the same 
papers and refer them again to a committee, if an 
adverse report had been made and agreed to by į 
The introduction 


It is a question then for the Senate to | 
determine. The question will be, shall the Sen- 
ator have leave to introduce the bill? 

Mr. ATCHISON. Do I understand the Sena- | 
tor from Vermont as objecting to granting leave ? 

Mr. PHELPS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ATCHISON. Then it is the first case of 
the kind in my recollection since { have had the 


not know what evidence may be obtained by the 
committee to whom this bill may be referred. 
This or a similar bill has passed the Senate time 
and again, and F believe has also passed the other į 
House. If this were the proper time, and it were | 
in order, 1 think f could demonstrate that this ; 
claim ought to be allowed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICE. The bill is not | 


| 
i 
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| 
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before thë Senate, and therefore debate on: 
is out of order. 3 
Mr. PHELPS. I trust I shall not be considered 
factious in this matter. I recollect very well the 
occasion of our adopting this rule. It was adopted 
by the Senate-for reasons which will be obvious 
to every Senator. Many of these old claims have 
been examined and repudiated by the Senate, and 
yet are brought before us here time after: time; 
committees are called upon to examine them, who 
do not refer to the previous action of the Senate; 
and in the mean time other documentary evidence 
is brought in by the agent or attorney, and an op- 
portunity is afforded for the suppression of any 
portion which they choose to suppress; in short, 
for garbling the testimony. My object was simply 
to call the attention of the Senate to this rule, 
which of late, I am sorry to say, appears to have 
been disregarded. I think it is a salutany rule; 
certainly | hope the Senator from Missouri will 
not consider me captious when my object was 
simply to call the attention of the Senater to a rule 
which seems of late to have been overlooked. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
will state that he misunderstood the Senator from 
Vermont, in stating that this had been reported 
upon by the committee adversely, and that the 
Senate ‘had concurred in the report; that it had 


; been done during the present session. 


Mr. PHELPS. It has been reported against 
heretofore. 1 had no reference to this session. * 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Heretofore! 
Then the rule does not apply, even if it were a 
proposition to send the papers back again to the 
committee. y 

Mr. PHELPS. The rule is not confined, E 
think, to the present session. This claim, if I 


; mistake not, is one arising upon a draft made by 


General George Rogers Clarke, about the year 
1777, during the expedition to Kaskaskia. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Discussion upon 
the merits of the case will not be in order, 

Mr. PHELPS. Certainly not. These claims . 
are presented sometimes in one name and some- 
times in another, sometimes in the name of Francis 
Vigo, and at other times in the name of Antoine 
Peltier, and at others in the name of Nicholas 
Lachance. They are all the same claims, and all 
have been considered and reported upon together. 
It has been my duty to reportuponthem. {make 
this explanation, not to prevent the consideration 
of the bil, so much as to draw the attention of 
the Senate to the fact that these several claims have 
heretofore been fully examined. 

-The question being taken-on granting leave to 
introduce the bill, it was agreed to; and the bill 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. ATCHISON also, on leave, introduced a 
bill for the relief of the heirs of Nicholas Lachance; 
which was read a first and second time and referred 
to the same committee. 


MISSISSIPPI AND THE NASHVILLE CONVEN- 


TION. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, presented a report 


‘of a Committee on Federal and State relations, ac- 
| companied by resolutions adopted by the Legisla- 
ij ture of the State of Mississippi, on the subject of 


slavery, and the questions in controversy between 
the northern and southern portions of the Con- 
federacy growing out of that institution; which 
were read and ardered to lie on the table. 

Mr. D. said: As instructed, I present the report 
and resolutions of the Legislature of Mississippi, on 
the subject which distracts and divides the people 
of the Union, and which threatens, unless checked 
in its onward course, to produce consequences fatal 


: to the cause of human liberty, as secured and ad- 


vanced by the Constitution of the United States— 
consequences destructive to fraternal feeling be- 
tween the different sections of the Confederacy-— 
and finally to terminate in the wreck of this Repub- 
lic, the last best hope of free government, of human 
and social progress and happiness. 

` In presenting these resolutions to the Senate, I 
wish briefly to read from the proceedings of the 
popular meetings which preceded, and probably 
originated this legislation, both because they illus- 
trate the meaning and intent of these resolutions, 
and because they have been either greatly misun- 
derstood or grossly misrepresented. The people 
of Mississippi Mving seen, in public meetings, in - 
conventions, and in legislative resolutions of north- 
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ès, what they deemed to be an assault upon 
Weir Constitutional rights, looked for protection 
against these hostile proceedings.to the Congress of 
the United States. hen a crisis approached, ifit 
had ñot arrived, and. they saw. Congress adjourn, 
after full discussion of a question dangerous to their 
peace, their. prosperity, and perhaps to their exist- | 
ence; without any@ction upon the subject, they, 

as became freemen and the sons of freemen, took 

thé case into theirown hands. A primary meeting, 

after full notice given through the press, assembled 

at the seat of government in Mississippi on the 7th 

of May. That meeting called upon the different 

counties to hold assemblages within their limits, 

and to elect delegates toa State convention, which 

should be authorized to take into consideration the 
means which should be adopted to.avert the hazard 
which seemed to be impending over them. This 
primary: meeting and that State convention have 
been assailed, either ignorantly or maliciously, and 
accused of having desired to disturb the fraternity 
of the nation, if not to dissolve the bonds which 

hold it together., A complete answer to all such 
charges is to be found in the proceedings them- 
selves; and I propose now to read to the Senate 
brief extracts from the journal of the primary 
meeting, and from the report and address of the 
convention which assembled in obedience to its call. 
These extracts, and the remarks with which I pro- 
pose to accompany them, shall be as limited as the 
case will allow. 

When the meeting assembled, it was organized 
with all the due forms of a deliberative body, and 
a committee was appointed to prepare an address 
and to report it to the meeting. The address thus 
reported by them reads: 

“The committee to whom was referred the subject of 
controversy between the northern and southern States of the 
Union have had the same under consideration, and beg 
leave to report the following as an address to the citizens 
of Mississippi, together with the accompanying resolutions. 

“ The subject was approached by them, as it should be by 
this meeting, in full view of its solemnity and importance ; 
not asa commou-place tlopic—not as a mere question or 
expediency on a matter of secondary consideration, but as 
one in which our dearest rights are involved—rights which 
we possessed as citizens of independent States, and which 


are reserved to us by the Constitution of the United States. 
ko. * * * * >» * * * * * 


% We approached the subject, not in anger, but in sorrow. 
We venerate the Union—we venerate the memory of the 
illustrious men who cemented us as a family of nations—as 
one people; and we would hold out as an example to their 
sons the recollection of the spirit of forbearance—or moder- 
ation—of comproinise—ol equal justice and true patriotism, 
which governed thein in their great work. 

* * kd * * * * * 


“We have met, not only in defence of our individual 

rights, but iu defence of our common country; aud we 
would fondly hope that our timely warning muy save our 
Union unimpaired. We meet not to agitate—not to act, 
but to prepare for action when the occasion may be forced 
upon us? 
+ Such was the language of those who assembled | 
in this primary meeting. In such terms they called | 
upon the counties to deliberate om the state of the | 
country, and, if found advisable by them, to ap- ! 
point delegates to meet in State convention, to con- 
fer together on the dangers by which they were | 
threatened. A State convention, formed of delegates | 
appointed from the different counties, after full 
time, and notice, and discussion in primary as 
semblies, met. The committee of that State con- 
vention, appointed to report upon the subjects for 
the consideration of which they assembled, made 
the repurt from which | read: 

t We, the delegates to a convention, called by the people | 


{ 
i 


` * * 


of the State of Mississippi, to deliberate on the means to i 


prevent the unfounded p etension that Congress has power 
to legislate on the subj et of domestic slavery, and to pro- | 
hibit its introduction and existence in the territories of the 
United States, hive duly considered the important subject 
comimitied to our charge, and make the following report as 
expressive of the voice of Mississippi. 
* + * * + * * 
“ fn this unfortunate controversy there are but two alter- 
natives-the one is submission, the other resistance. To 
the one we cannot, We will not consent; the oiher, we are 


reluctunt to adopt. 
* * * 


* + * * 


* * * * * * * * 


t We have not met to discuss the question of power or į 


expediency; they have been argued and reargued, in and 
out of Congress, by our statesmen and by our people. We 
have reasoned and remoustrated in terms of conciliation 
with our northren brethren, until forbearance has ceased to 
-be a virtue. We have warned them of the consequences of 
perseverance. They have disregarded our remonstrances 
and our warnings; they have disregarded the most solemn 
compromises, in which we yielded too much. They have 
refused to submit to judicial determination, preferring to de- 
cide by the force of numbers. There isno common arbiter 5 
anil we, too, must decide for ourselves. ‘That decision is 
made. We take our stand on the plagg principles of the 
Constitution, and intend to maintain it, Or sink in the effort. 
We assert that Congress has no power over the subject 


j 


| ofstavery, within the States, or in the Territories; thatthese 
| States, bythe Revolution,by the Declarationof Independence, 
and by the reuty of peace, became se; arate and indepeud- 
ent sovereignties, with all the political power of separate and 
distinc: nations; that they are still so, except so far as they 
may have expressly delegated part of their power to the | 
General Goverument. 

* * * * * * k 

« We maintain that the system of slavery was recognized 
by the Constitwion—slaves were recognizedas property, the 
full enjoyment of which was guarded and protected—guar- 
antied by that compact; that Congress has no power Over 
such property. 

+ * 


i 
i 


* * * * 


* É. * * * * 


tc The power of Congress to legislate for the Territories is 
a power to protect the citizen and his property, not to declare 
what is property.” 

But, sir, a full answer to those who have charged 
this convention with any purpose of disunion, is | 
contained in the first resolution passed by that con- 
vention, as follows: 

“ist. Resolved, That we continue to entertain a devoted 
and cherished attachment‘to: the Union, bat we desire to 
have it as it was formed, andnot as an eugine of oppres- 
sion??? 

This convention appointed a committee tq pre- 
pare an address to the people of Mississippi; and 
from that address I will read as briefly as I have 
from the report: 

«The Union must and will be preserved. The slave 
States, in resistingsuchdaugerous and destructive usurpations 
of the Federal Government, are defending the Constitution 
and Union. Their position is wholly detensive—detensive 
or their domestic relations and their private rights of property; 
defensive of their laws, upon which these domestic relations 
and rights of property are founded; defensive of their social 
and political existence as States ; defensive of the Constitu- 
tion and Union; defensive of law, order, and good govern- 
| ment, of the right of the people to govern themselves by 
| govcraments aud laws of their own making throughout the 
| world. Itis a cause which cannot fail betore the social phi- 

losophy. : 

* * * 

“ Beside and beyond a popular convention of the southern 
States, with the view and the bope of arresting the course 
of aggression, and, if not practicable, then to concentrate 
the South in will, understanding, and action, the conven- 
tion of Mississippi suggested, as the possible ultimate resort, 
the call, by the L. gislatures of the assailed States, of still more 
solemn conventions—such asshould be regularly elected by 
the people of those States—to deliberate, speak, and act, with 
all the sovereign power of the people. Stiould,in the result, | 
such conventions be ealied aud meet, they may lead to a | 
like regularly coustituted convention of all the assailed 
States, to provide, in the last resort, for their separate wel- 
fare by the formation ofa compact and a union that will afford 
protection to their liberties and rights. In such a crisis, in 
the language of Mr. Madison, ‘one spirit will animate and 
conduct the whole,’ ? 

The last, sir, were not the means chosen, but the 
alternative resorted to when all constitutional and 
legal modes had failed—to be adopted only when 
| they could not possibly otherwise secure their | 
|! rights. After noticing how much depended upon ; 
: the Union, how deeply the interests of all sections 
: were connected with it, with what jealousy it was 
i watched, with what design and purpose at least į 
one foreign power had sought to sow the seeds of 
| disunion in the United States, the address goes on 
! to say: 
| Our strength as a nation—our suevess in gaining the | 
| commerce of the world—our future growth in wealth and 

population—the cause of human liberty and the peopte’s 
i rights throughout the world, depend upon our Union as it is. 
: Let us be true to our trust. Let us preserve the Union and 
leave slavery to the natural course of events”? 

They have not nor have their representatives 
ever sought any other rights than the Constitution 
gives, or any higher privileges than our fathers 
left us as an inheritance. They have never viola- 


* 
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* * * * * * * * 


| 
i 


tions which [ proposed this morning to present, 
have but responded to the known feelings of the 


| people whom they represent. They have in no- 
|| wise departed from the characteristic features of 
| the primary meetings and the popular convention 
I| of the State. They have reaffirmed that attach- 
; ment to the Union which characterizes our people, | 
| and they have reasserted those rights which they į 


right of freemen and peers in the Union. Such, 
sit, has been the action of the State—such has been | 
the action of its Legislature. i 


| 
| 
| 


3 i 
I read an extract from a report of the select | 
committee on Federal and State relations, adopted | 
by the Legislature: l 


“ We have arrived ata period in the political existence of 
our country when the fears of the patriot and philanthropist 
may well be excited, lest the noblest fabric of constitutional 


| | 
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value above all earthly considerations, as the birth- |; 
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government on earth may, ere long, be laid in ruins by the 
elements of discord, engendered by an unholy lust for 
power, and the fell spirit of fanaticism, acting upon the 
minds of our brethren of the non-slaveholding States ; and 
that beneath its ruins will be forever buried the hopes of an 
adiniring world for the political regeneration of euslaved 
millions. ” 

* * * * * * * 

“The spirit of forbearance and concession, which has 
been for more than thirty years manifested and acted on by 
: the slaveholding States has but strengthened the determina- 
tion of their northern brethren to fasten upon them a gys- 
tem of legislation, in regard to their peculiar domestic rela- 
tions, as fatal ih its effects to their prosperity and happiness 
as members of the Confederacy, as it is nujust, and contrary 
: to the principles and provisions of the Constitution. 

* * * * * * * * * 

“1. Resolved, That we continue to entertain a devoted 
and cherished attachment to the Union, but we desire to 
have it as it was formed, and not as an engine of Oppression. 

* * * * * * *k * * * 

«7, That, in view of the frequent and increasing evidence 
of the determination of the people of the non-slaveholding 
States to disregard the guarantees of the Constitution, and 
f to agitate the subject of slavery, both in and out of Con- 
gress, avowedly for the purpose of effecting its abolition in 
the States ; and, also, in view of the facts set forth in the 
late “Address of the Southern Members of Congress,” this 
‘ Convention proclaims the deliberate conviction that the 
time bas arrived when the southern States should take 
' counsel together for their common safety ; and that a Con- 
: vention of the slaveholding States should be held at Nash- 
‘wWille, Tennessee, on the FIRST MONDAY IN JUNE next, to 


* * * 


* 


ii devise and adopt some mode of resistance to these aggies- 


i sions. 


* * * * * * * * * 


“ Be it further resolved, That itis the duty of the Congress 
of the United States to provide territorial organizuion and 
governments for all the territories acquired by the common 
blood and treasure of the citizens of the several States, and 
to provide the means of enforcing in said territories the 
guarantees of the Constitution of the United States in refer- 
ence to the property of citizens of any of the States re- 
moving to any of said territories with the same, without 
disti ction or limitation.” ` 

Now, sir, compare this with the action of those 
who, striving against the Constitution, and con- 
stantly seeking to scatter broadcast the seeds of 
; dissension throughout the Union, yet arraign our 
| defensive measures, which grow legitimately and 
necessarily out of their own action. Compare 
the proceedings from which [ have read, and the 
spirit of the extracts from the: Mississippi address ~ 
į and resolutions which I have broughbto the notice 
| of the Senate, with such tirades as are to be found’ 
in the proceedings of Free-Soil conventions. 
Measure them with the proposition of the so- 
called Christians for a convention of all the re- 
ligious denominations of the North and of the 
West for a crusade against slavery, and to debar 
slaveholders from communion with the churches. 
| Forthe South to have remained passive under 
: all the provocations they have received, non-resist- 


1 
b 
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|; ant under all the injuries perpetrated and contem- 
‘í plated, would have exhibited more patience than 
ʻi 1s consonant with political wisdom, or less spirit 


than becomes a free and independent people, or 

; less vigilance than is necessary for the preserva- 
| tion of liberty. 
We have had cause enough, both in and out of 
; Congress, for all, and more than all, the measures 
we have ever proposed—warnings, abundant warn- 
; ings, to have justified more formidable and efficient 
peparation. Whilst Congress has failed to pro- 
mote peace and security, by discouraging and re- 
. fusing in any degree to be connected with fanat- 
- ical agitation, blank petitions have been sent all 
: over the country to procure signatures asking for 
: such hostile legislation by the Federal Congress 
; as its conduct has permitted evil men to hope for. 
Instead of giving the repose and the assurance of 
safety which is a duty of Government, the course 
pursued here has increased the agitation which a 
hesitating policy might have been expected to en- 
gender when opposed to fanaticism. The senseless 
cry of the sacred right of petition—surely sense- 
less when there is no gricvance complained of, or 
when no redress is possible—has supported, if it 
has not created, a morbid desire to exercise the 
privilege of encumbering the tables of Congress 
with petitions, which it were uncharitable to sup- 
pose had been always examined by the signers. 
It has become a business of some to multiply the 
cases of offence to the southern people, to pile 
higher the mountain of memorials and petitions, 
| abusive of southern institutions, under which the 
congressional shelves are now groaning. 

I read from a document consisting of a number 
of captions for various petitions, to be disuibuted 
| for signers in various parts of the country. They 
are as follows: 

‘Petition to secure to alleged fugitives the right of trial 
by jury—to the Congreaa of the United States.” 
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“ Petition for the repeal of all laws; enacted or adopted 
by Congress, for the support of slavery in the District of 
Columbia—to the Congress of the United = tates,” 

& Petition against the admission of more slave States into 
the Union—to the Congress of the United States.” 

“ Petition for the establishment and protection of freedom 
in the territories of the United States—to the Congress of 
the United States.” 


On the opposite sheet. to that containing these 
petitions, is the following circular: 

“ To each friend of liberty in the United States: 

“Your prompt attention is earnestly requested to this 


communication. Please read it with theannexed forms of 
petitions, and then act efficiently in the premises.” 


These are sent through the mail, and in due time 
bear their fruit of public excitement; and when 
they reach their final destination, the halls of Con- 
gress produce that interference with the discharge 
of our duties which has been recently so often 
witnessed in the Senate. 

Sir, in every form, individually and collectively, 
through the press and from the pulpit, by associa- 
tions, by conventions of world-wide delegates, 
by evangelical alliances—by every known mode, 
have we been assailed; yes, by State conventions, 
too. I have before me the proceedings of one, the 
object of which is to get up a sectional convention. 
It was held in the State of Rhode Island. The 
proceedings which have been sent to me bear date 
of March 16, 1850. With the usual amount of : 
scurrilous abuse of the South, is mingled an attack | 
on a measure now pending in this body—the bill 
to enforce the constitutional requirement for the 
rendition of fugitive slaves. J will read the intro- 
duction, and two of the resolutions: 

“ Free Soi STATE Convenrion.—The convention was : 
held yesterday in this city at the State House, and was 
called to order by Joseph Veazie, esga, and was temporarily 
organized by the election of Walter R. Danforth, president, 
and John H. Willard and ‘tisha N. Aldrich, secretaries, A 
call was made from the chair for certificates of the election 
of delegates from the several towns, which, being produced, | 
were thus enrolled by the secretaries, as tollows : 

“ Gloucester, Warwick, Exeter, East Greenwich, Provi- 
dence, Westerly, Hopkinton, Coventry, Cumberland, Sont: 
Kingstown, North Providence, Burrillville, Newport, aud 
Smithfield. 

“ Resolved, That, if the bill now pending before the Uni- 
ted States Senate, “to reclaim fugitives from slavery,” be- 
comes a law, we cannot and will not so far degrade our 
common humanity, mock our professions as lovers of lib- 
erty, stultify our convictions of justice, scoff at the plainest 
teachings of the Christian religion, and deride the instruc- 
tions of the world’s Redeem.r, as to refuse to clothe the 
naked and feed the hungry, panting fugitive, pleading fer 
freedom; or as to become jackals and blood-hounds fur 
man-stealers in pursuit of their innocent victim ! f 

“ Resolved, That, in our opinion, agitation is essentially | 
necessary to arouse the public mind from its present state of 
lethargy on the subject of human slavery: therefore we 
would recommend the call of-a New England convention | 
of Free-Soilers, at such time and place as the various State 
central committees may hereafter determine ; and we would | 
earnesuy solicit their early attention to the importance of 
this matter.” 

Here, sir, is the proposition to assemble a sec- 
tional convention for the purpose of violating the 
constitutional rights of another portion of the 
Union; yet this passes unnoticed, at least unre- 
buked, by such as have villified those who have || 
peaceably assembled, not to assail or endanger || 
their neighbors, but to secure their own constitu- “i 
tional rights. They, however, being of the South, i| 
therefore are charged with purposes of disunion. | 

It is not enough that our rights are disputed, our 
growth and prosperity and equality in the Union 
attacked as the cause of an enemy, that the bur- | 

| 
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dens and benefits of the Government are distribu- 
ted with a partial and unjust discrimination against 
us, but to this, to these, shall the arraignment of | 
our motivbe se added. 
Mr. President, these injuries, positive and nega- 'i 
tive—these offences against their pride and sensibil- ‘ 
ity——these intrusions upon their domestic relations `| 
-~these infringements upon their State rights, in- | 
creasing from year to year in offensiveness, and 
the strength by which they are sustained—have 
excited the feeling manifested in the State of Mis- 
sissippi. But, sir, we have been asked, and asked, 
too, in the Senate, if this Nashville Convention 
does not meet for purposes of disunion, why does 
it meet atall? Mr. President, have we reached 
that point in the history of our Government when 
aggression is sanctioned by numbers, and redress 
can only be obtained by force?—when citizens can 
not peaceably assemble in convention with other 
hopes and other prospects than disunion? Sir, | 
this Nashville Convention was founded in the con- 
fidence which the people of Mississippi, so far as | 
they recommended it, had in the patriotism, the 


i selves in the solemn international compact of Gua~ 


good morals, and good sense of the North. It was 


founded in the expectation that the masses of the 
South could speak to the masses of the North, and 
gain their attention for useful purposes. It was 
founded in the hope that. fraternity was not yet 
dead, and regard for the Constitution not yet 
wholly obliterated among the people, however far 
politicians may have gone-astray. Those who be- 
lieve that this faith was unjust and this hope was 
vain, may well ask us, if not assembled there for 
purposes of disunion, why do we assemble? 
When those who believe this confidence in the 
patriotism and fraternity of our co-States of the 
Union to be unfounded, ask such a-question, no 
answer can be given which to them could be sat- 
isfactory. 

One of the resolutions which I propose this morn- 
ing to present, avers itas one of the grievances of 
which we complain, that Congress has failed to 
exercise what Is an official, a moral, a constitu- 
tional obligation, that is, to give government to the 
Territories, and protection to property going into 
those Territories. We, the Congress, are the trus- 
tees of the publicdomain. We have fuiled to ex- 
ercise the duties of that trust; and why, sir, have 
we failed? dt has been because the power of fanat- 
icism has interfered with our legislation; its influ- 
ence has been sufficient to control the action of 
Congress. We have been unable to legislate, 
unless in accordance with the demands of the 
anti-slavery party. In this case it is not only a con- 
stitutional obligation of the high character which 
I have stated, but an obligation imposed upon us 
by treaty, an obligation which we took upon our- 


dalupe Hidalgo, by which we received a territory 
and population of Mexico, and pledged ourselves 
to give to that population the protection of our laws 
and our government. We have failed in that treaty 
obligation, and to the other derelictions have added 
a breach of national faith by failing to give to the 
Mexican population accepting the terms of the 
treaty, that protection which had been guarantied in 
the contract by which we acquired the territory, to 
those who chose to remain on the soil and become 
citizens of the United States. 

Lt is true, sir, that some have proposed to escape 
from this responsibility by allowing emigrants, 
drawn from all countries by the attractive force of 


1 
1 
gold, in conjunction with the resident Mexicans and + 


those who have gone from the United States into 
California, to execute those powers which it was 
the duty of this Federal Government in part to have 
exercised, and in whole to have preserved as the 
property of the States, until surrendered on their 
part by competent authority. When we received 
the territory into the United States, it was the ac- 
quisition of the States, and ours the obligation to 
secure it for the common benefit and to the com- 
mon use: that we have failed to perform. There 
was aright in every citizen of the United States to 


| go into that territory, and to find for his property 


the protection of the law and the Constitution of the 
United States: that has been denied:—denied for | 
the express purpose of stripping the people of the 


i South of the advantage which even the declaration | 


that the Constitution extended to the territory 
would have given to the slaveholders who miglit 
wish to carry that species of property into the ter- 
ritories. Congress has thus indirectly done that 
which it bas not dared directly to do: it has, by 
refusing the protection of laws conforming to the 
United States Constitution, excluded slaveholders 
from going with their property into the territories 


, as effectually as it could have been done by the 


odious, abandoned Wilmot proviso. Need we, 
sir, graver or other causes of complaint to justify a 
Southern Convention? 

if, sir, the people of that territory, coerced by 
the failure of Congress to give them a government, 


have assembled and adopted for themselves such | 


governments as they could provide under tne cir- 
cumstances, it was by the action of Congress that 
they were driven to that necessity. Nay, more, 
sir: with the knowledge before their eyes, that it 
was opposition to slavery which prevented the 
formation of territorial governmenis, they must 
have seen, without recurring to the Missouri fon- 
troversy, that unless they excluded slavery by 
their fundamental law, their government would 
be rejected; and thus they were in etlect com- 
manded to form a constitution which should ex- 


clude slavery from the territory over which they || 


proposed to erect their government. What is 
this, sir, but two-fold interference with the prop- 


erty rights of one and the ponnien] liberty of another 
portion of the people? hat, sir, but dictatioa to 
the population of California with regard ‘to. the 
kind of government which they should be’ per- 
mitted to form? If they had a right to form a 
government at all, they certainly had a right to 
form it unshackled by extraneous opinions or 
other limitation than that which the Constitution 

of the United States imposes. I do not propose 

now to discuss this question. It is but inciden- 

tally involved in the resolutions I present, and: be- 
longs properly to a bill which I. presume will be 

soon under the consideration of the Senate. I 

merely wish to suggest to Senators, to ask them- 

selves whether they have given to the people, - 
whom they propose to admit as a State, the free 

and untrammeled privilege of forming their ir- 

stitutions according to their own will?—whether 

they have not indicated to them, by their action, 

that they need not hope to enter this Union save 

with a prohibition of slavery incorporated into 

their constitution? 

Thus it seems to be sought by the hands of oth- 
ers to do that which the anti-slavery men of Con- 
gress have not been able to effect, and thus indi- 
rectly, but effectually, to deprive the South of all 
share in this territory. 

The people of Mississippi exercised their right 
peaceably to assemble—a right which Great Brit- 
ain denied to our forefathers, and which denial, 
more than any other one cause, led to the war of 
the Revolution, which gave independence to these 
United States. They peaceably assembled. They 
considered their grievances. They have invited 
others, like circumstanced, to meet them in con- 
sultation upon the subject of providing appropriate 
remedies. They have not sought by force of arms, 
| nor by force of numbers, to violate the Constitu- 
tion, or infringe the rights of others. Far from it. 
They have sought by public opinion, and by a 
frank expression of their convictions and determi- 
nations, to operate upon what they still hope ex- 
ists—the spirit of patriotism and fraternity— 
which, in times gone by, animated and governed 
their fathers, when, united by one Constitution, 


ij and marching to a glorious destiny under one ban- 


ner, they founded the Republic. This is the 
| length and breadth and depth of all the proceed- 
ings of thempeople of Mississippi. Under such 
| circumstances, therefore, they may well scorn the 
! denunciations of those who impugn their motives. 
They may well rely for their justification against 
charges of disloyalty to the Union, on the proofs 
they have heretofore given, and those they are 
ready hereafter to give, whenever their country 
may need them, of their devoted attachment to 
the glory and interests, and their faithful adhe- 
rence to the Constitution, of the United Sates, 
Well may they rely securely upon the purity of 
their motives, the justice of their demands, and the 
final judgment of mankind, for a refutation of the 
charges of those who have attempted to defame 
them. It is true that the hope and confidence in 
the justice, the feeling of fraternity, and the sense 
of constitutional obligation, to which I have re- 
ferred, have rendered some prone, upon slight evi- 
dence, to believe that all danger was past; and if 
recent events have created thus some division of 
opinion as to the necessity of the Nashvilie Con- 
vention, let no one presume from that manifesta- 
tion that there is any purpose of submission, or of 


n! abandonment of their friends and neighbors, in 


j case that hope and confidence are disappointed 
and deceived. The difference, Mr. President, is 
‘imainly this: some rely upon the patriotism and 


| good feeling of their fellow-citizens of the North 


for a full and fair settlement of all matters in dis- 
pute; others distrustit. Those who distrust it are 
| in favor of immediate action. Those who feel 
the reliance to which I have referred are disposed 
to postpone action, with the hope that it will be 
rendered unnecessary. Lam not one of those who 
jj believe the hope to be well founded. It is my 
i| opinion that justice will not be done to the South, 
unless from other promptings. than are about us 
here—that we shall have no substantial considera- 
j tion offered to us for the surrender of an equal 
i claim to California. No security against future, 
harassment by Congress will probably be given. 
Fhe rainbow which some have seen, | fear was 
| set before the termination of the storm. If this be 
so, those who have been first to hope, to relax 
their energies, fo trust in compromise promises, 
will often be the first to sound the alarm when 
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danger again approaches. Therefore, I say, if a 
oki d-self-sustaining majority shall trample 
upon her rights, if the. constitutional equality of 
the Statesis.to be overthrown by force, private 
and. political. rights to be borne down by force 
of numbers, then, sir, when that victory over con- 
stitutional rights is achieved, the shout of triumph 
which -annouuces.it, beforé it is half uttered, will 
bééhecked by the united, the determined action of | 
the South, and every breeze will bring te the ma- 
rauding destroyers of those rights the warning, 
Woe, woe to the riders who trample them down! I 
submit the report and- resolutions, and ask that 
they may-be read and printed for the use of the 
Senate. : 
REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE OF THIR- 
TEEN. 7 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, I have risen to 
present to the Senate a report from the Committee 
of Thirteen, which was appointed some weeks 
ago. 

EThe report is of some length, sir, and there ;| 
have been some erasures and alterations in it; and 
therefore, if the Senate will allow me, there may be 
some expediency in reading it myself. If there is | 
no objection, I will do so. 


“s The Senate’s Committee of Thirteen, to whom 
were referred various resolutions relating to Cal- 
ifornia, to other portions of the territory recently || 
acquired by the United States from the Republic | 
of Mexico, and to other subjects connected with 
the institution of slavery, have, according to or- 
der, had these resolutions and subjects under | 
consideration, and beg leave to submit the fol- 
lowing report: 

“ The committee entered on the discharge of; 
their duties with a deep sense of their great im- | 
portance, and with earnest and anxious solicitude || 
to arrive at such conclusions. as might be satisfac- | 
tory to the Senate and to the country. Most of 
the matters referred have been not only subjected 
to extensive and serious public discussion through- 
out the country, but to a debate.in the Senate it- || 
self, singular for its elaborateness and its duration; || 
so that a full exposition of all those motives and }} 
views which, on the several subjects confided to | 
the committee, have determined the conclusions at 
which they have arrived, seems quite 
They will, therefore, restrict themselves to a few | 
general observations, and to some reflections which | 
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nexation adopted by Congress and assented to by 
Texas. But, whilst the committee conceive that 
the right of admission into the Union of any new 
States carved out of the territory of Texas, not 
exceeding the number specified, and under the 
conditions stated, cannot be justly controverted, 
the committee do not think that the formation of 
any such new States should now originate with 
Congress. The initiative, in conformity with the 
usage which has heretofore prevailed, should be 
taken by a portion of the people of Texas them- 
selves, desirous of constituting a new State with 
the consent of Texas. And in the formation of 
such new State, it will be for the people composing 
it to decide for themselves whether they will 
admit orwill exclude slavery. And however they 
may decide that purely municipal question, Con- 
gress is bound to acquiesce, and to fulfill in good 
faith the stipulations of the compact with Tex- 
as. The committee até-aware that it has been 
contended that the resolution of Congress annex- 
ing Texas was unconstitutional. At a former 


| epoch of our country’s history, there were those 


(and Mr. Jefferson, under whose auspices the 
treaty of Louisiana was concluded, was among 
them) who ‘believed that the States formed out of 
Louisiana could not be received into the Union 
without an amendment of the Constitution. But 
the States of Louisiana, Missouri, Arkansas, and 
lowa have been all, nevertheless, admitted. And 
who would now think of opposing the admission 
‘of Minnesota, Oregon, or other new States formed 
out of theancientprovince of Louisiana, upon the 
ground of an alleged original defect of constitutional 
power? In grave national transactions, while yet 
in their earlier or incipient stages, differences may 
well exist; but when once they have been decided 
by a constitutional majority, and are consummated, 
or are in a process of consummation, there can be 


no other safe and prudent alternative than to re- | 


spect the decision already rendered, and to acqui- 
esce in it. Entertaining these views, a majority of 
the committee do not think it necessary or proper 
to recommend at this time, or prospectively, any 
new State or States to be formed cut of the ter- 
ritory of Texas. Should any such State be here- 
after formed and present itself for admission into 
the Union, whether with or without the establish- 
ment of slavery, it cannot be doubted that Con- 
gress will, under a full sense of honor, of good 


faith, and of all the high obligations arising out of 


grow out of those subjects. |! the compact with Texas, decide, just as it will de- 


_ ‘Out of our recent territorial acquisitions, and |! cide under the influence of similar considerations 
in connection with the institution of slavery, ques- :! in regard to new States formed of or out of New 
tions most grave have sprung, which, greatly divi- || Mexico and Utah, with or without the institution 
ding and agitating the people of the United States, || of slavery, according to the constitutions and judg- 
have threatened to disturb the harmony, if not to || ment of the people who compose them, as to what 
endanger the safety, of the Union. The commit- || may be best to promote their happiness. 

tee believe it to be highly desirable and necessary |, ` ‘*In considering the question of the admission 
speedily to adjust all those questions, in a spirit of | of California as a State into the Union, a majority 
concord, and in a manner to produce, if practica- || of the committee conceive that any irregularity by 
ble, general satisfaction. They think it would be ' which that State was organized without the pre- 


unwise to leave any of them open and unsettled, | vious authority of an act of Congress ought to be 
. overlooked, in consideration of the omission by 


to fester in the public mind, and to prolong, if not ; 
aggravate, the existing agitation. It has been their |; Congress to establish any territorial government for 
object, therefore, in this report, to make such pro- || the people of California, and the consequent neces- 
posals and recommendations as would accomplish || sity which they were under to create a government 
a general adjustment of all those questions. i| for themselves best adapted to their own wants. 

“Among the subjects referred to the committee || There are various instances, prior to the case of 
which command their first attention, are the reso- || California, of the admission of new States into the 
lutions offered to the Senate by the Senator from | Union without any previous authorization by Con- 
Tennessee, Mr. Beru. By a provision inthe res- || gress. The sole condition required by the Con- 
olution of Congress annexing Texas to the United |' stitution of the United States in respect to the 
States, it is declared that ‘new States of conve- || admission of a new State is, that its constitution 

nient size, not exceeding four in number, in addi- | shall be republican in form. California presents 
‘ tion to said State of Texas, and having sufficient |! such a constitution; and there is no doubt of her 


: population, may hereafter, by the consent of said ii having a greater population than that which, ac- 
State, be formed out of the territory thereof, i| cording to the practice of the Government, has 
‘which shall be entitled to admission under the pro- 


vn t ON |! been heretofore deemed sufficient to receive a new 
t visions of the Federal Constitution; and such :| State into the Union. 


‘ States as may be formed out of that portion of || « In regard to the proposed boundaries of Cali- 
$ said territory lying south of 36° 30' north lati- ji fornia, the committee would have been glad if 
s tude, commonly known as the Missouri compro- |! there existed more full and accurate geographical 
‘ mise line, shall be admitted into the Union with | knowledge of the territory which those bounda- 
‘or without slavery, as the people of each State | ries include. There is reason to believe that 
‘asking admission may desire.’ : j; large as they are, they embrace no very dispropor- 
‘t The committee are unanimously of opinion, || tionate quantity of land adapted to cultivation 
that whenever one or more States, formed out of | And it is known that they contain extensive ranges 
the territory of Texas, not exceeding four, having | of mountains, deserts of sand, and much unpro- 
suficient population, with the consent of Texas, ; ductive soil. It might have been, perhaps, better 
may apply to be admitted into the Union, they are || to have assigned to California a more limited front 
entitled to such admission beyond all doubt, upon i on the Pacific; but even if there had been reserved 
the clear, unambiguous and absolute terms of the | on the shore of that ocean a portion of the bound- 
solemn compact contained in the resolution of an- | ary which it presents for any other State or States, 


| 
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it is not very certain that an accessible interior of 
sufficient extent could have been given to them to 
render an approach to the ocean through their own 
limits of any very great importance. 

“ A majority of the committee think that there 
are many and urgent concurring considerations in 
favor of admitting California with the proposed 
boundaries, and of securing to her at this time the 
benefits of a State government. If, hereafter, upon 
an increase of her population, a more thorough 
exploration of her territory, and an ascertainment 
of the relations which may arise between the peo- 
ple occupying;its various parts, it should be found 
conducive to their convenience and happiness to 
form a new State out of California, we have every 
reason to believe, from past experience, that the 
question of its admission will be fairly considered 
and justly decided. 

“A majority of the committee, therefore, rec- 
ommend to the Senate the passage of the bill re- 
ported by the Committec on Territories for the ad- 
mission of California as a State into the Union. 
To prevent misconception „the committee also rec- 
ommend that the amendment reported by the 
same committee to the bill be adopted, so as to 
leave incontestable the right of the United States to 
the public domain and other public property in 
California. 

“ Whilst a majority of the committee believe it 
to be necessary and proper, under actual cireum- 
stances, to admit California, they think it quite as 
| necessary and proper to establish governments for 
the residue of the territory derived from Mexico, and 
to bring it within the pale of the Federal authority. 
| The remoteness of that territory from the seat of the 
General Government; the dispersed state of its 
population, the variety of races—pure and mixed 
|| —of which it ‘consists; the ignorance of some of 
the races of our laws, language, and habits; their 
exposure to inroads and wars of savage tribes; and 
the solemn stipulations of the treaty by which we 
acquired dominion over them-—impose upon the 
United States the imperative obligation of extend- 
ing to them protection, and of providing for them 
government and laws suited to their condition. 
Congress will fail in the performance of a high 
duty if it does not give, or attempt to give, to 
them the benefit of such protection, government, 
and laws. They are notnow, and for a long time 
to come may not be, prepared for State govern- 
ment. The territorial form, for the present, is 
best suited to their condition. A bill has been re- 
ported by the Committee on Territories dividing 
all the territory acquired from Mexico, not com- 
prehended within the limits of California, into two 
Territories, under the names of New Mexico and 
| Utah, and proposing for each a territorial gov- 
ernment, 

“The committee recommend to the Senate the 
establishment of those territorial governments; 
and, in order more certainly to secure that desirable 
object, they also recommend that the bill for their 
establishment be incorporated in the bill for the 
admission of California, and that, united together, 
they both be passed. 

* «The combination of the two measures in the 
ame bill is objected to on various grounds. It is 
said that they are incongruous, and have no neces- 
sary connection with each other. A majority of 
the committee think otherwise. The object of 
both measures is the establishment of government 
suited to the conditions, respectively, of the pro- 
posed new State and of the new territories. Prior 
to their transfer to the United States, they both 
formed a part of Mexico, where they stood in 
equal relations to the Government of that Republic. 
They were both ceded to the United States by the 
same treaty. And in the same article of that 
treaty the United States solemnly engaged to pro- 
tect and govern both. Common in their origin, 
common in their alienation from one foreign Gov- 
ernment to another, common in their wants of 
good government, and conterminous in some of 
their boundaries, and alike in many particulars of 
| physical condition, they have nearly everything 
| in common in the relations in which they stand to 
| the rest of this Union. ‘There is, then, a general 
| fitness and propriety in extending the parental 
| care of Government to both in common. If Cali- 
| fornia, by a sudden and extraordinary augmenta- 
i tion of population, has advanced so rapidly as to 
; mature her for State government, that furnishes no 
reason why the less fortunate Territories of New 
Mexico and Utah should be abandoned and left 
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ungoverned by the United States, or should be | 
disconnected with California, which, although she 
has organized for herself a State government, must 
be legally and constitutionally regarded as a-ter- 
ritory until she is actually admitted as a State in 
the Union. 

“It is farther objected, that, by combining the 
two measures in the same bill, members who may | 
be willing to vote for one and unwilling to vote 
for the other would be placed in an embarrassing | 
condition, They would be constrained, it is urged, 
to take or to reject both. On the other hand, 
there are other members who would be willing to 
vote for both united, but would feel themselves 
constrained to vote against the California bili if it ' 
stood alone. Each party finds in the bill which 
it favors something which commends it to accept- 
ance, and in the other something which it disap- 
proves. The true ground, therefore, of the objec- ; 
tion to the union of the measures, is not any want | 
of affinity between them, but because of the favor | 
or disfavor with which they are respectively re- 
garded. In this conflict of opinion, it seems to a 
majority of the committee that a spirit of mutual jj 
concession enjoins that the two measures should 
be connected together; the effect of which will be, 
that neither opinion will exclusively triumph, and 
that both may find in such an amicable arrange- 
ment enough of good to reconcile them to the 
acceptance of the combined measure. And such 
a course of legislation is not at all unusual, Few 
laws have ever passed in which there were not 
parts to which exception was taken. It is inex- 
pedient, if not impracticable, to separate these 
parts, and embody them in distinct bills, so as to 
accommodate the diversity of opinion which may 
exist. The Constitution of the United States con- 


to all these regions in common, a mere abstraction. 
Why should ‘it be any longer insisted on? To- 
tally destitute, as it is, of any practical import, it 
has, nevertheless, had the pernicious effect to ex- 
cite serious, if not alarming consequences. It is 
high time that the wounds which it has inflicted 
should be healed up, and closed; and that, to avoid, 
in all future time, the agitations which must be 
produced by the conflict of opinion on the slavery 
question—existing, as this institution does, in some 
of the States, and prohibited, as it is, in others— 
the true principle which ought to regulate the ac- 
tion of Congress, in forming territorial govern- 
ments for each newly-acquired domain is to refrain 
from all legislation on the subject in the territory 
acquired, so long as it retains the territorial form 
of government—leaving it to the people of such 
territory, when they have attained to a condition 
which entitles them to admission asa State, to de- 
cide for themselves the question of the allowance 
or prohibition of domestic slavery. The com- 
mittee believe that they express the anxious desire 
of an immense majority of the people of the 
United States, when they declare that it is hich 


i time that good feelings, harmony, and fraternal 


sentiments should be again revived; and that the 
Government should be able once more to pro- 
ceed in its great operations to promote the happi- 
ness and prosperity of the country, undisturbed 
by this distracting cause. 

‘ As for California—far from feeling her sensibil- 
ity affected by her being associated with other kin- 
deed measures—she ought to rejoice and be highly 
gratified that, in entering into the Union, she may 
have contributed to the tranquillity and happiness 
of the great family of States, of which, it is to 
be hoped, she may one day be a distinguished 
member. 


tained in it a great variety of provisions, to some | 
of which serious objection was made in the Con- 
vention which formed it by different members of 
that body; and when it was submitted to the rati- 
fication of the States, some of them objected to | 
some parts, and others to other parts of the same 
instrument, Hed these various parts and provis- 
ions been separately acted on in the Convention, 
or separately submitted to the people of the United 
States, it is by no means certain that the Constitu- 
tion itself would ever have been adopted or ratified. 
Those who did not like particular provisions found 
compensation in other parts of it. And in all 
cases of constitutions and laws, when either is 
presented as a whole, the question to be decided | 
is, whether the good it contains is not of greater 
amount, and does not neutralize anything excep- 
tionable init. And, as nothing human is perfect, 
for the sake of that harmony so desirable in such 
a Confederacy as this, we must be reconciled to | 
secure as much as we can of what we wish, and || 
be consoled by the reflection that what we do not | 
exactly like is. a friendly concession, and agreeable | 
to those who, being united with us in a common 
destiny, it is desirable should always live with us 
in peace and concord. t 
‘A majority of the committee have, therefore, 
been led to the recommendation to the Senate that 
the two measures be united. The bill for estab- 
lishing the two territories, it will be observed, 
omits the Wilmot proviso, on the one hand, and, | 
on the other, makes no provision for the introduc- 
tion of slavery into any part of the new territories. 
That proviso has been the fruitful source of dis- 
traction and agitation. If it were adopted and | 
applied to any territory, it would cease to have | 
any obligatory force as soonas such territory were 
admitted as a State into the Union. There was 
never any occasion for it, to accomplish the pro- 
fessed object with which it was originally offered. | 
This has been clearly demonstrated by the current 
of events. California, of all the recent territorial |! 
acquisitions from Mexico, was that in which, if 
anywhere within them, the introduction of slavery 
was most likely to take place; and the constitu- 
tion of California, by the unanimous vote of her || 
convention, has expressly interdicted it. There | 
is the highest degree of probability that Utah and 
New Mexico will, when they come to be admitted 
as States, follow the example. The proviso is, as | 
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|| dredth degree of west longitude crosses Red river; 


“ The committee beg leave next to report on 
the subject of the northern and western boundary 
of Texas. 
opinion has prevailed. 


according to another, it extended to the Rio 


| Grande, and stretched from its mouth to its source. 


A majority of the committee, having come to the 
conclusion of recommending an amicable adjust- 
ment of the boundary with Texas, abstain from 
expressing any opinion as to the true and legiti- 
mate western and northern boundary of that State. 
The terms proposed for such an adjustment are 
contained in the bill herewith reported, and they 
are, with inconsiderable variation, the same as 
that reported by the Committee on Territories. 

“ According to these terms, it is proposed to 
Texas that her boundary be recognized to the Rio- 
Grande, and up that river to the point commonly 
ealled El Paso, and running thence up that river 
twenty miles, measured thercon by a straight line, 
and thence eastwardly to a point where the hun- 


being the southwest angle in the line designated 
between the United States and Mexico, and the 
same angle in the line of the territory set apart for 
the Indians by the United States. 


‘* If this boundary be assented to by Texas, she i; 
And |; 


will be quieted to that extent in her title. I 
some may suppose that, in consideration of this 
concession by the United States, she might, with- 


out any other equivalent, relinquish any claim she |! 


has beyond the proposed boundary: that is, any 
claim to any part of New Mexico, 


liberality, the bill proposes to Texas, for her re- 
linquishment of any such claim, a large pecuniary 
equivalent. 
ering that a portion of the debt of Texas was 
created on a pledge to her creditors of the duties 
on foreign imports, transferred by the resolution 
of annexation to the United States, and now re- 


| ceived and receivable in their treasury, a majority 


of the committee recommend the payment of the 
sum of millions of dollars to Texas, to be 
applied in the first instance to the extinction of 
that portion of her debt for the reimbursement of 
which the duties on foreign imports were pledged 
as aforesaid; and the residue in such manner as 


On that question a great diversity of 
According to one view of | 
it, the western limit of Texas was the Nueces; ' 


But, under `! 
the influence of a sentiment of justice and great || 


As a consideration for it, and consid- | 


she may direct. The said sum is to be paid by 
the United States in a stock, to be created, bear- 
ing five per cent. interest annually, payable half- 
yearly at the Treasury of the United States, and 
the principal reimbursable at the end of fourteen 
years, 

“ According to an estimate which has been made, 
there are included in the territory to which it is pro- 
posed that Texas shall relinquish her claim, em- 
bracing that part of New Mexico lying east of the 
Rio Grande, a little less than 124,933 square miles, 
and about 79,957,120 acres of land. From the pro- 
ceeds of the sale of this land, the United States 
may ultimately be reimbursed a portion, if not the 
whole, of the amount of what is thus proposed to 
be advanced to Texas, i 

“ It cannot be anticipated that Texas will decline 
to accede to these liberal propositions; but if she 
should, it is to be distinctly understood that the 
| title of the United Statés to any territory acquired 
from Mexico east of the Rio Grande will remain 
unimpaired and in the same condition as if the 
proposals of adjustment now offered had never 
been made. 

“ A majority of the committee recommend to the 
; Senate that the section containing these proposals 
to Texas shall be incorporated into the bill em- 
bracing the admission of California as a State, and 
the establishment of territorial governments tor 
Utah and New Mexico. The definition and es- 
| tablishment of the boundary between New Mexico 
“and Texas has an intimate and necessary connec- 
|| tion with the establishment of a territorial govern- 
|i ment for New Mexico. To forma territorial gov- 
į ernment for New Mexico, without prescribing the 


| perfect and incomplete, and might expose New 
| Mexico to serious controversy, if not dangerous 
i! collisions, with the State of Texas. And most, 
| if notall, the considerations which unite in favor, 
of combining the bill for the admission of Califor- 
nia as a State and the territorial bills, apply to the 
boundary question of Texas. By the union of 
|i the three measures, every question of difficulty 
| and division which has arisen out of the territorial 
| acquisitions from Mexico will, it is hoped, be ad- 
‘| justed, or placed ina train of satisfactory adjust- 
[i ment. The committee, availing themselves of the 
j; arduous and valuable labors of the Committee 
ji on Territories, report a bill, herewith annexed, 
:: (marked A,) embracing those three measures, the 
‘| passage of which, uniting them together, they re- 
|| commend to the Senate. 
|, The committee will now proceed to the con- 
|| sideration of, and to report upon, the subject of 
‘| persons owing service or labor in one State esca- 
‘| ping into another. The text of the Constitution 
|, is quite clear: ¢ No person held to labor or service 
ii tin one State, under the laws therea > escaping into 
; ‘another, shall, in consequence of any law or reg- 
ulation therein, be discharged from such service 
or labor, but shall be delivered up on the claim of 
the party to whom such service or labor may be 
due.’ Nothing can be more explicit than this 
language—nothing more manifest than the right 
to demand, and the obligation to deliver up to the 
claimant, any such fugitive. And the Constitution 
| addresses itself alike to the States composing the 
i: Union and to the General Government.. If, in- 
deed, there were any difference in the duty to 
| enforce this portion of the Constitution between 
the States and the Federal Government, it is more 
clear that it is that of the former than of the latter. 
But it is the duty of both. [tis now well knawn 
“and incontestable that citizens in slaveholding 
States encounter the greatest difficulty in obtaining 
the benefit of this provision of the Constitution. 
The attempt to recapture a fugitive is almost al- 
ways a subject of great irritation and excitement, 
and often leads to most unpleasant, if not perilous, 
collisions. An owner ofa slave, it is quite noto- 
| rious, cannot pursue his property, for the purpose 
| of its recovery, in some of the States, without 
| imminent personal hazard. This is a deplorable 
| state of things, which ought to be remedied. The 
l! law of 1793 has been found wholly ineffectual avd 
\ requires more stringent enactments. There is, 


i 


|| limits of the territory, would leave the work im-. 
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adeficiency in the number of public 
fanctionaries authorized to afford aid in the seizure 
and. arrest of fugitives. Various States have de- 
clined to afford aid and coöperation in the surren- 
der of fugitives from labor, as the committee 
believe, froma misconception of their duty arising 
under the Constitution of the United States. . It is 
true thata decision of the Supreme Court of the 
United States has given countenance to them in 
withholding their assistance. But the commi'tee 
cannot but believe that the intention of the Su- 
preme Court has been misunderstood. They can- 
not but think that that court merely meant that 
laws of the several States which created obstacles 
in the way of the recovery of fugitives were not | 
authorized by the Constitution, and. not that State 
laws affording facilities in tite recovery of fugitives 
were forbidden by that instrument. ` 

« Thenon-slaveholding States, whatever sympa- 
thies any of their citizens may feel for persons 
who escape from other States, cannot discharge 
themselves from an obligation to enforce the Con- 
stitution of the United States. All parts of the | 
instrument being dependent upon and connected | 
with each other, ought to be fairly and justly en- 
forced. If some States may seek to exonerate | 
themselves from one portion of the Constitution, 
other States may endeavor to evade the perform- 
ance of other portions of it; and thus the instru- 
ment, in some of its most important provisions, 
might become inoperative and invalid. 

* But, whatever may be the conduct of individ- 
ual States, the duty of the General Government | 
is perfectly clear. That duty is, to amend the ex- 
isting law, and to provide an effectual remedy for 
the recovery of fugitives from service or labor, 
In devising such a remedy, Congress ought, while 
on the one hand securing to the owner the fair res- 
toration of his property, effectually to guard on the 
other against any abuses in the application of that 
remedy. 

“In all cases of the arrest, within a State, of | 
persons charged with offences; in all cases cf the 
pursuit of fugitives from justice from one State 
to another State; in all eases of extradition pro- 
vided for by treaties between foreign Powers—the 
te uniformly is summary. I: has never. 

een thought necessary to apply, in cases of that 
kind, the forms and ceremonies of a final trial. 
Acd when that trial does take place, it is in the 
State or country from which the party has fled, 


especially, 


dict is set aside; and of revisals of the verdict and 
conduct of the jurors by competent tribunals. 
During the progress of all these dilatory and ex- 
pensive proceedings, what security is there as to 
the custody and forthcoming of the fugitive upon 
their termination? And if, finally, the claimant 
should be‘successful, contrary to what happens in 


i ordinary litigation between free persons, he would 


have to bear all the burdens and expense of the 
litigation, without indemnity, and would learn, by 
sad experience, that he had by far better have 


establish it at such unremunerated cost and heavy 
sacrifice. 

“ Bat, whilst the committee conceive that a trial 
by jury in a State where a fugitive from service or 
labor is recaptured would be a virtual denial of 
justice to the claimant of such fugitive, and would 
| be tantamount to a positive refusal to execute the 
provision of the Constitution, the same objections 
do not apply to such a trial in the State from which 
he fled. In the slaveholding States full justice is 
administered, with entire fairness and impartiality, 
in cases of all actions for freedon. 
claiming his freedom is allowed to sue In forma 
pauperis; counsel is assigned him; time is allowed 
him to collect his witnesses and to attend the ses- 
sions of the court; and his claimant is placed under 
bond and security, or is divested of thë possession 
during the progress of the trial, to insure the en- 
| joyment of these privileges; and if there be any 
eaning on the part of courts and juries, it is al- 
ways on the side of the claimant for freedom. 

‘in deference to the feelings and prejudices 
which prevail in the non-slaveholding States, the 
committee propose such a trial in the State from 
which the fugitive fled, in all cases where he de- 
clares to the officer giving the certificate for his 
return that he has aright to his freedom. Accord- 
ingly the committee have prepared, and repart 


recommend should be incorporated in the fugitive 
bill pending in the Senate. According to these 
sections, the claimant is placed under bond, and 
required to return the fugitive to that county in 
| the State from which he fled, and there to take 
him before a competent tribunal, and allow him to 
assert and establish his freedom, if he can, afford- 
ing to him for that purpose all needful facilities. 
‘©The committee indulge the hope that if the 
fugitive bill with the proposed amendments shall 


and not in that m which he has found refuge. By || 


the express language of the Constitution, whether | 
the fugitive is held to service or labor or not, is to 


j 
| 
f 
i 


be determined by the laws of the Slate from which he || 


fled; and, consequently, it is most proper that the | 
tribunals of that State should expound and admin- ; 
ister its own Jaws. If there have been any in 
stances of abuse in the erroneous arrest of fugi- 
tives from service or labor, the committee have not | 
obtained knowledge of them. They believe that 
none such have occurred,and that such are not 
likely to occur, But, in order to guard against the 
possibility of their occurrence, the commitiee have 
prepared, and herewith report, (marked B,) a 
section to be offered to the fugitive bill now pend- 
ing before the Senate. According to this section, 
the owner of a fugitive from service or labor is, 
when practicable, to carry with him to the State in 
which the person is founc,a record, from a compe- 
tent tribunal, adjudicating the facts of elopement 
and slavery, with a general description of the fu- 
gitive. This record, properly attested and certified 
under the offical seal of the court, being taken to 
the State where the person owing service or labor | 
is found, is to be held competent and sufficient | 
evidence of the facts which had been adjudicated, 
and will leave nothing more to be done than to 
identify the fugitive. 

“ Numerous petitions have been presented, pray- 
ing for a trial by jury, in the case of arrest of fugi- 
tives from service or labor, in the non-slaveholding 
States. [t has been already shown that this would 
be entirely contrary to practice and uniform usage 
in all similur cases. Under the name ofa popular 
and cherished institution—an institution, however, | 
never applied in eases of preliminary proceeding, 
and only in cases of final trial—there would be a 

` Complete mockery of justice, so far as the owner 
of the fugitive is concerned. If the trial by jury 
be admitted, it would draw after it its usual conse- 
quences, of continuance from time to time, to bring 
evidence from distant places; of second or new 
trials, in cases where the jury is hung, or the ver- 


| that irritating subject. 
‘eration it shall be found insufficient, and if no 


be passed by Congress, it will be effectual to se- 
| cure the recovery of all fugitives from service or 
Jabor, and that it will remove all causes of com- 
plaint which have hitherto been experienced on 
But if in its practical op- 


adequate remedy can be devised for the restoration 
to their owners of fugitive slaves, those owners 


| will have a just title to indemnity out of the Treas- 
ury of the United States. 


“It remains to report upon the resolutions in 
relation to slavery and the slave trade in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. Without discussing the power 
of Congress to abolish slavery within the District, 
in regard to which a diversity of opinion exists, 
the committee are of opinion that it ought not to 
be abolished. It could not be done without indis- 
pensable conditions, which are not likely to be 
agreed tu. It could not be done without exciting 


ifthe power were exercised within this District, 
they would apprehend that, under some pretext or 
another, it might be hereafter attempted to be ex- 
ercised within the slaveholding States. 
that at present all such power is almost unani- 
States. But experience in public affairs has too 
particular thing, the power to accomplish it, sooner 
or later, will be found or assumed. 


it in some parts of the Union. 
cession of Alexandria county to Virginia, on the 
South side of the Potomac, the District now con- 


census of 1830, the number was 4,505; and m 1840 


sists only of Washington county, on the North ` 
| side of this river; and the returns of the decennary 

enumeration of the people of the United States — 
show a rapidly progressive decrease in the number | 


of slaves in Washington county. According to the i, ulation is making irresistible appeals to the new 
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abandoned his right in the first instance, than to | 


The person į 


herewith, (marked C,) two sections, which they | 


great apprehension and alarm in the slave States. | 


It is true |: 
mously disavowed and disclaimed in the free jj 


often shown that where there is a desire to doa | 


t Nor does the number of slaves within the | 
District make the abolition of slavery an object of | 
any such consequence as appears to be attached to | 
Since the retro- | 


| it was reduced to 3,320: showing a reduction in ten || 


years of nearly one-third. If it should continue 
in the same ratio, the number, according to the 
census now about to be taken, will be only a little 
upwards of two thousand. i , 

“But a majority of the committee think differ- 
ently in regard to the slave trade within the Dis- 
trict. By that trade is meant the introduction 
of slaves from adjacent States into the District, 
for sale, or to be placed in depdt for the purpose 
of subsequent sale or transportation to other and 
distant markets. That trade, a majority of the 
committee are of opinion, ought to be abolished. 
Complaints have always existed against it, no less 
on the part of members of Congress from the 
South than on the part of members from the 
North. hisa trade sometimes exhibiting revolt- 
ing spectacles, and one in which the people of the 
District have no interest, but, on the contrary, are 
believed to be desirous that it should be discon- 
tinued. Most, if not all, of the slaveholding Statés 
have, either in their constitutions or by penal en- 
actments, prohibited a trade in slaves as merchan- 
dise within their respective jurisdictions, Con- 
gress, standing in regard to the people of this 
District on this subject, ina relation similar to that 
of theState Legislatures to the people of the States, 
may safely follow the examples of the States. 
The committee have prepared, and herewith re~ 
port, a bill for the abolition of that trade, (marked 
D,) the passage of which they recommends to the 
Senate, This bill has been framed after the model 
of what the law of Maryland was when the Gen- 
eral Government was removed to Washington. 

‘© The views and recommendations contained in 
this report may be recapitulated: in a few words: 

‘© 1, The admission of any new State or States 
formed out of Texas to be postponed until they 
shall hereafter present themselves to be received - 
| into the Union, when it will be the duty of Con- 
gress fairly and faithfully to execute the compact 
with Texas by admitting such new State or States. 

“2. The admission forthwith of California into 
the Union with the boundaries which she has pro- 
posed. 

‘63. The establishment of territorial govern- 
ments without the Wilmot proviso for New Mex- 
ico and Utah, embracing all the territory recently 
acquired by the United States from Mexico not 
contained in the boundaries of California. 

‘64, The combination of these two last-men- 
tioned measures in the same bill. 

“5, The establishment of the western and 
northern boundary of Texas, and the exclusion 
i from her jurisdiction of all New Mexico, with 
| the grant to Texas of a pecuniary equivalent; and 
| the section for that purpose to be incorporated in 
: the bill admitting California and establishing ter- 
ritorial governments for Utah and New Mexico, 

t 6. More effectual enactments of law to secure 
the prompt delivery of persons bound to service 
or labor in one State, under the laws thereof, who 
escane into another State. 

‘And, 7. Abstaining from abolishing slavery; 
| but, under a heavy penalty, prohibiting the slave 
trade in the District of Columbia. 

‘If such of these several measures as require 
i legislation should be carried out by suitable acts 
of Congress, all controversies to which our late 
|i territorial acquisitions have given rise, and all ex- 
isting questions connected with the institution of 
slavery, whether resulting from those acquisitions 
|i or from its existence in the States and the Distriet 
ii of Columbia, will be amicably settled and ad- 
< justed, in a manner, it is confidently believed, to 
give general satisfaction to an overwhelming ma- 
jority of the people of the United States. Congress 
will have fulfilled its whole duty in regard to the 
| vast country which, having been ceded by Mexico 
to the United States, has fallen under their domin- 
ion. It will have extended to it protection, pro- 
i vided for its several parts the inestimable blessing 
i of free and regular government adapted to their 
various wants, and placed the whole under the 
banner and flag of the United States. Meeting 
courageously its clear and entire duty, Congress 
will escape the unmerited reproach of having, from 
considerations of doubtful policy, abandoned to 
an undeserved fate territories of boundless extent, 
with a sparse, incongruous, and alien, if not un- 
friendly, population, speaking different languages, 
and accustomed to different laws, whilst that pop- 


i 
} 
f 


sovereignty to wbich they have been transferred for 
protection, for government, for law, and for order 


s 
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“e The committee have endeavored to present to 
the Senate a comprehensive plan of adjustment, 
which, removing all causes of existing excitement 
and agitation, leaves none open to divide the coun- 
try and disturb the general harmony. The nation 
has been greatly convulsed, not by measures of 
general policy, but by questions of a sectional 
character, and, therefore, more dangerous and 
more to be deprecated. It wants repose. It loves 
and cherishes the Union. And it is most cheering 
and gratifying to witness the outbursts of deep 
and abiding attachment to it which have been ex- 
hibited in all parts of it, amidst all the trials 
through which we have passed and are passing. 
A people so patriotic as those of the United States 
will rejoice in an accommodation of all troubles 
and difficulties by which the safety of that Union 
might have been brought into the least danger. 
And, under the blessings of that Providence who, 
amidst all vicissitudes, has never ceased to extend | 
to them His protecting care, His smiles, and His 
blessings, they will continue to advance in popu- 
lation, power, and prosperity, and work out tri- 
umphantly the glorious problem of man’s capacity 
. for self-government.” 


I do not know. (said Mr. Cray) whether it will 
be the pleasure of the Senate that the bills should 
be read otherwise than by their titles, or that the | 
several amendments proposed to the fugitive bill 
should be read. I hardly think it can be required. 
They are stated and referred to in the report in 
such a clear manner, that they can be printed with- 
out being read. I think it would be trespassing 
too much upon the time of the Senate to read 
them; and, unless the reading is called for, I do not 
think it desirable. | therefore send to the Clerk’s 
table the bills which have been prepared. 

The first in order of the bills, &c., presented is 
entitled “A bill to admit California as a State into 
the Union, to establish territorial governments for 
Utah and New Mexico, and making proposals to 
Texas for the establishment of her western and 
northern boundaries.” This bill contains, in all, 
thirty-nine sections, many of them being devoted 
to defining the officers, executive, legislative, and 
judicial, of the respective territories, and prescrib- 
ing their duties. We extract such parts as des- 
ignate the several governments proposed to be 
erected, with their respective boundaries, &c, 


CALIFORNIA. 


Whereas the people of California have presented 
a constitution and asked admission in the Union, 
which constitution was submitted to Congress by 
the President of the United States, by message, 
dated February thirteenth, eighteen hundred and 
fifty, and which, on due examination, is found to 
be republican in its form of government: 

Be it enacted, Şe., That the State of California 
shall be one, and is hereby declared to be one, of 
the United States of America, and admitted into 
the Union on an equal footing with the original 
States in all respects whatever. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That until the 
representatives in Congress shall be apportioned 
according to an actual enumeration of the inhabit- 
ants of the United States, the State of California 
shall be entitled to two representatives in Con- 

ress, 
j Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said 
State of California is admitted into the Union upon 
the express condition that the people of said State, 
through their legislature or otherwise, shall never 
interfere with the primary disposal of the public 
lands within its limits, and shail pass no law and 
do no act whereby the title of the United States to, 
and right to dispose of, the same shall be impaired 
or questioned; and that they shall never lay any 
tax or assessment of any description: whatsoever 
upon the public domain of the United States; and 
in no case shall non-resident proprietors, who are 
citizens of the United States, be taxed higher than 
residents; and that all the navigable waters within 
the said State shall be common highways, and for- 
ever free, as well to the inhabitants of said State as to 
the citizens of the United States, without any tax, 


cable, shali have the same force and effect within. 

the said State of California as elsewhere within the 

United States. j 
THE TERRITORY OF UTAH. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That all that 
part of the territory of the United States included 
within the following limits, to wit, bounded on the 
west by the State of California, on the north by 
the Territory of Oregon, and on the east and south 
by the dividing ridge which separates the waters 
flowing into the great basin from those flowing into 
the Colorado river and the gulf of California, be, 
and the same is hereby, created into a temporary 
government, by the name of the territory of Utah: 


i be construed to inhibit the Government of the 
United States from dividing said territory into two 
or more territories, in such manner and at such 
times as Congress shall deem convenient and 
proper, or from attaching any portion of said terri- 
tory to any other State or territory of the United 
States. * = * = 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That every 
free white male inhabitant above the age of 
twenty-one years, who shall have been a resident 
of said territory at the time of the passage of this 
act, shall be entitled to vote at the first election, 
and shall be eligible to any office within the said 
territory; but the qualifications of voters and of 


sembly: Provided, That the right of suffrage and 
| of holding office shall be exercised only by citizens 
of the United States, including those recognized as 
citizens by the treaty with the Republic of Mex- 
ico, concluded February second, eighteen hundred 
and forty-eight. 


gislative power of the territory shall extend to all 
| rightful subjects of legislation, consistent with the 
Constitution of the United States and the pro- 


terfering with tlfe primary disposal of the soil, nor 
in respect to African slavery; no tax shall be im- 
posed upon the property of the United States; nor 
-Shall the lands or other property of non-residents 
be taxed higher than the lands or other property 
of residents. All the laws passed by the Legisla- 
tive Assembly and Governor shall be submitted 
to the Congress of the United States, and, if dis- 
approved, shall be null and of no effect. * * 
| Sec. 21. And be it further enacted, That all laws 
of the United States, which are not locally: inap- 
plicable, shall have the same force and effect within 
the said territory of Utah as elsewhere within the 
United States. 
TERRITORY OF NEW MEXICO, 


portion of the territory of the United States ac- 
quired from Mexico by the treaty concluded Feb- 


forty-eight, and not included within the limits of 
the State of California, nor within the limits of the 
| Territory of Utah as prescribed in this act, be and 
the same is hereby erected into a temporary gov- 
ernment by the name of the Territory of New 
Mexico: Provided, That nothing in this act con- 
tained shall be construed to inhibit the Govern- 
ment of the United States from dividing said Ter- 
ritory into two or move Territories, in such manner 
and at such times as Congress shall deem conve- 
nient and proper, or from attaching any portion 
thereof to any other Territory or State. * * * 

Sec. 26. And be it further enacted, That every 
free white male inhabitant above the age of twen- 


act, shall be entitled to vote at the first election, 


i holding office at all subsequent elections, shall be 


| sembly: Provided, That the right of suffrage and 
of holding office shall be exercised only by citi 
zens of the United States, including those recog 
nized as citizens by the treaty with the Republic 


impost, or duty therefor: Provided, That nothing 
herein contained shall be construed as recognizing 
or rejecting the propositions tendered by the peo- ; 
ple of California as articles of compact in the ordi- | 
nance adopted by the convention which formed 
the constitution of that State. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That all laws į 
of the United States which are not locally inappli- | 


B 


| 
i 
I 
| 
| 
i 


of Mexico concluded February second, eighteen 
hundred and forty-eight. 

Sec. 27. And be it further enacted, That the le- 
gislative power of the Territory shall extend to all 
| rightful subjects of legislation, consistent with the 


| Constitution of the United States and the provis- 


| ions of this act; but no law shall be passed inter- į 


i fering with the primary disposal of the soil, nor 


Provided, That nothing in this act contained shall | 


holding office, atall subsequent elections, shall be i 
such as shall be prescribed by the Legislative As- į 


Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That the le- | 


į visions of this act; but no law shall be passed in- | 


Sec. 22. And be it further enacted, That all that i| 


ruary second, one thousand eight hundred and | 


ty-one years, who shall have been a resident of; 
said Territory at the time of the passage of this ; 


jand shall be eligible to any office within the said j 
| Territory; but the qualifications of voters and of ': 


such as shall be prescribed by the Legislative As- |: 


7 


in respect to African slavery; no tax shall be im- 
posed upon the property of the United States; nor 
shall the lands or other property of non-residents 
be taxed higher than the lands or other property 
| of residents. All the laws passed by the Legisla- 
tive Assembly and Governor shall be submitted to 
the Congress of the United States, and if disap- 
proved shall be null and of no effect. * * * # 

Sec. 38. And be it further enacted, That all laws 
of the United States which are not locally inappli- 
cable shall have the same force and effect within 
the said Territory of New Mexico as elsewhere 
within the United States. 


PROPOSITION TO TEXAS. 

Sec. 39. And be it further enacted, That the fol- 
lowing propositions shall be and are hereby offered 
to the State of Texas, which, being agreed to by 
the said State in an act passed by the General 
Assembly thereof, within months from the 
day of the passage of this act, shall be binding 
and obligatory on the United States: 

First. The northern boundary of said State shall 
be as follows: Beginning at the point on the Rio 
j del Norte commonly called El Paso, and running 
up that river twenty miles, measured by a straight 
line thereon, and thence eastwardly to a point 
where the hundredth degree of west longitude 
crosses Red river, being the southwest angle in 
the line designated between the United States and 
Mexico, and the same angle in the line of the ter- 
ritory set apart for the Indians by the United 
States. 

Second. The United States cede to the State of 

Texas all right, claim, and tite which they have 
to any territory lying south of the line aforesaid; 
and the said State of Texas cedes to the United 
States any right, claim, and title which it has to 
: any territory lying north of the said line. 
i Third. The State of Texas relinquishes to the 
United States all claim upon them for liability for 
any portion of the debts of Texas, and for com- 
pensation and indemnity for the surrender to the 
United States of her ships, forts, arsenals, custom- 
houses, revenue derived from foreign in:ports, 
arms and munitions of war, and public buildings, 
with their sites, which became the property of the 
; United States at the time of the annexation of 
Texas. : 

Fourth. The United States, in consideration of 

the three preceding articles, and considering that 
to a portion of the creditors of Texas were pledged 
the duties on foreign imports receivable in her 
ports, as a security for the reimbursement of the 
loans and advances which they made to the said 
State, and that the said duties, since. the annexa- 
| tion of the said State to the United States, have 
been received, and are receivable by them, will pay 
to the State of Texas the sum of dollars, in 
astock bearing five per cent. interest, payable half- 
yearly at the Treasury of the United States, the 
principal to be redeemable at the end of fourteen 
years; which said stock shall be first applied to the 
extinction of any debt for which the duties on im- 
ports were pledged as aforesaid, and the residue 
thereof in such manner as the said State may di- 
i rect: Provided, That nothing herein contained is to 
|| be construed to imply or admit the liability of the 
| United States for any portion of the public debt of 
| Texas. 
ii Fifth. Immediately after the President of the 
it United States shall have officially received an au- 
| thentic copy of the act of the General Assembly 
of Texas accepting these propositions, he shall 
cause the stock aforesaid to be issued and delivered 
to the Jawful agent of the State of Texas, as pro- 
vided for in the fourth article aforesaid: and this 
| compact shall be binding and obligatory on the 
United States and the said State of Texas. 

Sixth. 1f the said State of Texas shall refuse 
i| or decline to accede to the preceding articles, they 
i: shall become null and void, and the United States 
shall be remitted back to all their territorial rights, 
in the same state and condition as if these articles 
of compact had never been tendered to the accept- 
ance of the State of Texas. 

FUGITIVE SLAVES. 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That when 
any person held to service or labor in any State 
or Territory, or in the District of Columbia, under 
i| the laws thereof, shall escape therefrom, the party 
| to whom such service or labor shall be due, his, 
| her, or their agent, attorney, guardian, or trustee, 
i| may apply to any court of record therein, and 
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make satisfactory proof to such court of the escape 
aforesaid, and that the person escaping owed ser- |! 
vice or labor to such party. Whereupon the court 
ghall cause a record to be made of the matters so 
proved, and also of ageneral description of the per- 
son so escaping, with such convenient certainty as 
may be; and a transcript of such record, authenti- 
cated by the attestation of the clerk, and of the seal 
of the said court, being produced in any other State, 
Territory, or District in which the person so escap- 
ing may be found, and being exhibited to any judge, 
commissioner, or other officer, authorized by the 
law of the United States to cause persons escaping 
from service or labor to be delivered up, shall be 
held and taken to be full and conclusive evidence 
of the fact of escape, and that the service or labor 
of the person escaping is due to the party in such 
record mentioned. And upon the production by 


the said party of other and further evidence, if | 


necessary, either oral or by affidavit, in addition to 
what is contained in the said record of the identity 
of the person escaping, he or she shall be delivered 
up to the claimant. And the said court, com- 
missioner, judge, or other person authorized by 
this act to grant certificates to claimants of fugi- 
tives, shall, upon the production of the record and 
other evidences aforesaid, grant to such claimant 
a certificate of his right to take any such person 
identified and proved to be owing service or labor | 
as aforesaid, which certificate shall authorize such | 
claimant to seize or arrest and transport such per- 
son to the State or Territory from which he es- 
caped, 

Sec. —. And beit further enacted, That in case the 
alleged fugitive shall declare to the court, jadge, or | 
commissioner, or other officer before whom he is 
brought, that he is a free man and not a slave, and | 


the said court, judge, or commissioner, or other || 


officer, shall decide to grant the certificate herein | 
authorized, empowering the removal of the said | 
fugitive to the State from which he or she shail 


have fled, the said court, judge, or commissioner, || 


or other officer, shall require of the claimant or his | 
geni to enter into a bond, without surety, to the 

nited States, in the sum of one thousand dollars, 
that the said fugitive shall be removed to the State 
and into the county, parish, or district thereof, 
from whence he or she inay have fled, and then 
and there, after the return of said fugitive, he or 
she shall be taken by the said claimant or his agent 
before a court of competent jurisdiction, at its first 
term after such return, and be permitted by the | 
said claimant or his agent to try by a jury the right | 
to freedom of such fugitive, in such form of ac- | 
tion as shall be conformable to the laws of the ii 
State in that behalf. i 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the fol- |) 
lowing shall be the form of the bond required of | 


the claimant or his agent in the next preceding || 
section, viz: li 

“ Know all men by these presents, that I, , of the H 
county (parish or d strict, as the case may be) of „in: 
the State of sam beld and firinly bound tothe United | 
States in the sum of one thousand dollars, to be paid to the |! 
said United States or their Jawful agent or representative, to 
which payment, well and truly to be made, L bind myself, |) 
my heirs, and legal representatives. Witness my hand and H 
seal, this day of , eighteen hundred and ——. 

“The condition of the above o ligation is such, that it 
the above-b rand shall remove a certain person named 
, wo is claimed by the said obligor as a fugitive from 
Jabor, into the State of + from the county (parish or 
district, as the case may be) of sand take the alleged 
fugitive before a court of competent jurisdiction therein, at! 
its first term, and then and there permit the said alleged fu- | 
pitive to try by a jury his or ber rigut to fre dom, in such j 
form of action as shall be conformable to the taws of said | 
State in that behalf, and ufford the said alleged fugitive the 
facilities neeessar. tb a fair trial, then this obligation shall | 
eease and be void; otherwise, the said obligor shall pay to Í 
the Uuited States the said sum of one thousand dolars, | 
which shall be recoverable in a proper action before any cir. 
cuit or district court of ihe United States.” ` 


n 
it 
l 

; 
H 


| 


And the said bond, having the blanks properly 
filled up, and being duly executed by the said | 
claimant or his agent, shall be delivered to the | 
said court, judge, or commissioner, or other officer | 
acting as aforesaid, who shall immediately enclose, i 
seal, and transmit the same, by mail, to the dis- 
„triet attorney of the United States for the State or :| 


; in 


| adopted. 


and he shall be also allowed, for his services in 


the prosecution of the suit, the sum of twenty- 
five dollars, whether there be any recovery or not. 
Bat if the obligor in the said bond shall comply 
with the condition thereof, or if, upon the return 
of the said fugitive to the place from which he or 
she had fed, he or she shall declare before the 
court aforesaid that he or she has no right to free- 
dom, and therefore does not wish the prosecution 
of any suit therefog, the said attorney shall, in 
either of those cases, surrender to the obligor the 


| said bond. 


SLAVE TRADE IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Be it enacted, &c., That from and after the 
day of next, it shall not be lawful to bring 
Linto the District of Columbia any slave whatever 
fur the purpose of being sold, or for the purpose 
of being placed in depôt, to be subsequently trans- 
| ported to any other State or place. And if any 
| slave shall be brought into the said District by its 
| owner, or by the authority or consent of its 
i owner, contrary to the provisions of this act, such 
slave shall thereupon become liberated and free. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall and 
| may be lawful for each of the Corporations of the 
cities of Washington and Georgetown, from time 
| to time, and as often as may be necessary, to abate, 
break up, and abolish any depot or place of con- 
| finement of slaves brought into the said District as 
merchandise, contrary to the provisions of this act, 
by such appropriate means as may appear to cither 
of the said Corporations expedient and proper 
And the same power is hereby vested in the County 
Court of Washington, ifany attempt shall be made 
within its limits to establish a depét or place of con- 
finement for slaves brought into the said District as 
merchandise, for sale, contrary to this act. 

The Secretary having read the first bill by its 
title, as follows: 


“A bill to admit California as a State into the Union ; to 
establish territorial governments for Utah and New wexico; 


westen and northern boundaries?— 


ume? 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, still cherishing th 
desire which has always actuated me, and which 
is, Í am sure, shared by the committee in coramon 


on with as much promptness as possible. I think 
| that by to-morrow the bills may be printed. Al- 
| though there are slight amendments to the Utah 
| and New Mexico bills, they are very slight—some 
accidental clerical omissions. It is hardly neces- 
sary that they should be printed again. But the 


and making proposals to Texas for the establishment of her | 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. This bill has | 
had its first reading. Shall it be read a second į 


e | 


with me, I am anxious that the Senate should get | 


order to print them need not interrupt action on ; 


the bill to-morrow, if it be desired. 


printed, and that they be made the order of the 
day for to-morrow. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Itis not in 


Mr. CLAY. 


from the ordinary rules in this case, and 1 hope 


for to-morrow. 
sidered, that the long report, which has just been 


to read and judge of it. 1 sce no necessity for de- 
parting from the ordinary rule which we have 


at this time. 


Mr. CLAY. 


sible, without any unnecessary delay. The report 
can be printed by to-morrow, and then it wii 
come up in Its order. 

Mr. FOOTE. Jam authorized to say that the 
report will be printed, and will be on our tables by 


ij to-morrow morning. Will that obviate the objec- | 


tion of my friend from Tennessee ? 
Mr. TURNEY, (in his seat.) It will not. 


district into which the said alleged fugitive may i 
have been removed. And it shall be the duty o 
the said attorney, on the forfeiture of the said 
bond, to proceed for the recovery of the penalty | 
thereof; and for his services in the prosecution and || 
recovery of the same, he shall be entitled to ten || 

cent. of the amount recovered, the residue to | 


er 
te paid into the Treasury of the United States; | 


Objection being made, the bill was not read a 
second time. 


District of Columbia.” 
Mr. CLAY. 1 now move that the bills, with 
the exhibits annexed to them, be ordered to be 


order to move that the bill be made a special order « 
i until it has been read a second time. 
I ask, then, for its second read- | 


g 
Mr. TURNEY. Isee no reason for departing | 


read, be printed, that we may have an opportunity ` 


I therefore object to the second reading | 


/ . 1 move, then, | 
that the report, with the bills accompanying it, be | 


this subject will not be made the order of the day | 
I desire, before the bill is con- | 


It is indifferent to me, except that | 
I desire to have the bill acted upon as early as pos- ! 


The second bill reported by the committee was | 
| then read a first and second time by its title, as ; 
follows: “ A bill to suppress the slave trade in the || 


1 


i 


. I wish to offer to the second section of the bill for 


the admission of California. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is not in 
order, as that bill has not been read a second time. 
Mr. CLEMENS. Then I will give notice that 


| I shall offer this amendment: 


Be it further enacted, That the line of 36° 30 north latitude 
shall be, and the same is hereby declared to be, the southern 
boundary line of the said State of California. 

The question being on printing the report ac- 
companying the bill 

Mr. PHELPS. it was my purpose, Mr. Presi- 
dent, to eommit my own views upon the several 
topics referred to this committee to writing, and to 
present them to the Senate in the form of a minor- 
ity report. Upon reflection, however, I have 
deemed it not expedient to do so. This determi- 
nation renders it proper for me to say, in general 
terms, that, as was anticipated, it was my misfor- 
tune to differ with the committee on most of the 
prominent features of their report. Of course, sir, 
l am not to be considered responsible for the rea- 
sonings of the report. There are indeed many 
things in that report from which E think nobody 
will dissent; but there are other matters upor 
which there prevails in the country a great diver- 
sity of opinion. itis enough fur me to say now, 
diselaiming the responsibility for the report, that 


| 1 do not deem it proper on this occasion to detain 
‘the Senate with a more particular expression of 


my views. l will reserve them unul these meas- 
ures shall come before us for discussion, when E 
may think it proper to go more particularly intoa 
defence of my views. 

There is, however, Mr. President, one thing.upon 
which I think it expedient to say a word now; that , 


į is, the subject of the construction to be given to the 


resolutions of annexation by which Texas came 
into the Union. That, sir, is a subject which f 
should have preferred to have permitted to pass 
without the expression of any opinion. It will be 
observed, however, that the report professes to pre- 
sent the unanimous opinion of the committee on 
that point. So far as the subject is discussed in 
the report, I am compelled to say that my opinion 
coincides with that of the rest of the committee; 
that is to say, as a mere question of construction. 
of that resoiution, 1 deem the resolution itself 
too explicit, and too clearly expressed to admit of 
cavil or doubt. So far as respects the power of 
Congress to admit States located in Territories 
not originally within the Union, it is my decided 
opinion that it is a question considered settled by 
the long-continued practice of the Government. 
There is, however, another point which the com- 
mittee have not discussed, upon which F choose 
now briefly to speak. It bas been argued, that 
although these resolutions are valid so far as to 
admit Texas as à member of the Union, yet the 
terms of the resolution are not, in all respects, 
binding upon Congress. The argument is founded 


i upon an objection taken at the time of the passage 


of the resolution, that it was not competent to 
bring Texas into this Union by means of an act 
of legislation. It was objected that it should be 
done through the medium, agency, and exercise 
of the treaty-making power. I was most deci- 
dedly of that opinion myself at the time this reso- 
lution was passed. Buti cannot say, Mr, Presi- 
dent, that  am,as yet, satisfied with the argument 
drawn from the supposed unconstitutionality of 
adopting that resolution by legislative power alone. 
I am stil inclined to the opinion that if Texas is 
admitted into the Union at all, she must be ad- 
mitted upon the terms expressed in the resolution, 
But, sir, inasmuch as no action is now proposed 
on that subject, | have not deemed it my duty to 
give to this branch of the inquiry the examination 
which would be necessary and proper if I were 
now to be called upon to act. I have merely to 
add, therefore, that, should it be my fate hereafter 
to be cailed upon to act upon this question, 1 
should reserve to myself the liberty of changing 
the opinion which | at present hold. 

My object, therefore, in relation to this portion 
of the report, is merely to qualify the opinion 
expressed, and to reserve for future consideration 
and future decision the force of the argument 
drawn from the constitutional objections to which 
Thavealluded. Indeed, so far as this whole topic 
is concerned, it would have been more agreeable 
to my wishes, and more conformable to my own 
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judgment of the propriety of the measure, ifthe | 
subject had been permitted to rest, instead of being 
introduced into the discussion, as a new topie of 
discussion and controversy. I would have said in 
regard to it, “ Sufficient unto the day is the evil 
thereof.” 

With this explanation, Mr. President—an ex- ' 
planation which I would not deem it proper to. 
make, if | were able to go into it more particu- 
jarly—I have only to add, that should my own | 
‘opinion be deemed of any importance to anybody, 
when a future opportunity shall be afforded, and 
when these several measures shall come up for | 
discussion, I may deem it my duty to express: 
them more at large. 

Mr. CLAY. 1 have been a little anticipated. 
1 had intended to offer a very few remarks on this | 
subject. 1do not know but that the Senate ex- 


the committee, [ intended to have said that I 
should forbear at present, and make no additional 
exposition before the Senate except that contained 
in the report, which is very explicit, I deem it 
due, however, to the committee and to my own | 
feelings, to express the sentiment that I have never | 
been associated with gentlemen on any great and 
momentous eccasion in which a spirit of more 
kindness, more conciliation, and more of a disposi- 
tion to listen and to give effect, as far as possible, | 
to any opinions entertained by the members of the 


committee, though not entertained by all of them, |! 


than was presented during the whole of our session. 
Though ona few subjects there was a diversity | 


of opinion, and although members holding diverse || 


opinions maintained their own views of what they | 
thought pnblic policy required, especially in the | 
quarters from whence they came, it was always 
done in the spirit of conciliation and kindness. 


On the occasion of taking up the bill providing i 
| 


territorial governments for Utah and New Mexi- 
co, I will, ifit is found necessary, endeavor to vin- 


dicate the course which the committee pursued, | 


and make any explanation or any exposition the 
occasion may require. That is all 1 entend to say 
at the present time. 

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, I rise to make a 


few remarks upon the subject of the report just | 
presented by the distinguished chairman of the |: 
committee. The honorable gentleman has done ji 


no more than justice—full and proper justice to 
every member of it—certainly so far as I am in- | 
formed. I went into that committee, sir, with | 
the earnest hope that it was in the power of the | 
committee to recommend such an adjustment of 
the great questions committed to them as would 
be satisfactory to the States. None can regret 
more deeply than I do that their counsels did not 
so result. I need not say to you, sir, or to Sen- 
ators around me, that the subject committed to | 
them was environed with difficulties; but I fear, so 
far as I am informed of what is expected of the 
Representatives of the southern States upon this 
question, that those difficulties, by the report sub- į 
mitted, have not been removed. The language of 
the report, Mr. President, shows that, excepting 
a single one of the subjects considered by them, 
there was not unanimity. That one was the con- | 
struction of the compact under which the State of | 
Texas was annexed. lt was my misfortune not 
to be in the majority who made this report, or 
that has recommended the measures to be adopted. 
I do not mean to go into that now, sir. It may 
become my duty to do so in the deliberations of 
the Senate, when they shall take up the various 
modifications which these measures are to undergo, 
if it shail then be found that we can fix upon some- 
plan satisfactory to the country. I desire only to 
state, because of the gravity and importance of 
the question to be considered, humble as I am | 
upon this floor, but representing one of the States | 
most deeply interested in the question involved, 
that I do not constitute one of the majority of the 
committee. I deeply and earnestly regret it, sir, 
that I could not either concur in the measures | 
recommended by the committee—at least those | 
measures which were of the chief importance—and 
that I could not recommend any conclusion at- 
tained by the committee, or the reasons which led 
them to it. I do not mean to detain the Senate. 
I wish merely to put myself right in relation to | 
the measures proposed. $ 
Mr. COOPER. Mr. President, I shall not de- 
tain the Senate but a minute in the remarks I have 
at present to make. It was my design to have 


i: into them now. 


of them. 


submitted a report which should have embodied 
the points upon which it was my misfortune to 
differ from the majority of the committee which 
bas just reported. I do differ in some material 
respect from the majority. {cannot concur in all 
the provisions of all the bills which have been re- 
ported, as embracing subjects. intrusted to the 
charge of the committee. Nor have E been able to 
agree with all the statements and reasonings of the 
report which accompanies these bills. { shall not 
now, Sir, particularize the points of difference be- 
tween myself and the majority of the committee. 
When the subject shall come up for discussion, I 
may feel called upon to do so. I will remark that 
l concar in the views last expressed by the Sena- 
tor from Vermont, (Mr. Pe ps,] that, although 
| the reasoning of the report on the subject of the 


country is mainly satisfactory to me, yet, like him, 
| 1 desire to reserve my judgment on that part of 
i the questions referred. I may say that I have in 
| the main concurred in the recommendation of the 
report and in its provisions, and I regret that I 
was not able to do so entirely. 1 trust 1 need not 
say that every member of that committee seemed 
to be animated by a desire to do everything that 
was in his power, consistently with his own opin- 
ions of what his duties enjoined, to settle the ex- 
isting difficulties, to allay the discord which has 
distracted the country, and to diffuse the senti- 
ment that we are one people, and, although sepa- 
rated by State lines, that we have a common 
| origin, and are looking to a common and a glori- 
ous fature. 

Mr. DOWNS. Ido not wish to enter into any 
discussion of this subject at this time; but inas- 
| much as there are several provisions in the bills 
| attached to that report which I have opposed very 
| strenously heretofore, and although I have always 
| acted with a spirit of compromise, yet there are 
; some opinions advanced in that report which I feel 
bound still to oppose. 1 shall not, however, enter 
The objections which | have 
| heretofore urged to the admission of California, 

with her present boundaries, are so strong and de- 
| cided in their nature, that although 1 havea sin- 
cere desire to concur with the committee on this 
subject, yet I am compelled to say that these ob- 
jections are still not removed. There is another 


l! Important point connected with this subject upon 


which I advanced an opinion, and which I have 
seen no reason to change, and which I think 
is a serious objection to the bill and the report 
upon that subject. 1 concur mainly in the provis- 
ions fixing the boundaries between Texas and 
New Mexico as a fair compromise; yet I thought 


| 
i P: A . 

i that, inasmuch as the territory embraced in that 
d 


| compromise had had its character fixed by a 
former compromise—the compromise of annexa- 
tion—it ought to have been reserved in the same 
State as to slavery as that compromise left it. Per- 
haps it is so. I do not say it is not by the manner 
in which this bill is presented. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is not in or- 
der to discuss the merits of the bill on the motion 
to print. 

Mr. DOWNS. I have no disposition to discuss 
the merits of the bill at this time. į wish merely 
to mention this subject in order to prevent the 


report, | had agreed with the whole report. With 


; most of the provisions recommended by the com- | 


: mittee Í do agree, and I am sorry that I cannot 


to thelr consideration, but 1 cannot concur in all 
I have always been in favor of this 
compromise committee; i have always hoped that 
a satisfactory setllement of these questions might 
result from the labor of the committee. i yet hope 
so. But I must confess that my hopes are less 
sanguine than they were. 
the plan of the committee as it now stands. 
ever, I shall continue in this business as I com- 
menced, with a sincere desire that a settlement, 


made. 1 hope it will sull be arrived at. Whether 
iat shall be or not, my course must be, as it has 
been heretofore, guided by a desire for a final and 
satisfactory settlement of the question. 1 merely 
wish that it should be understood how the com- 
mittee stuod in this matter. And as the report and 
bills would go out without any such information, 
I have deemed it my duty to make this explanation. 


| 
| 


| resolution by which Texas was annexed to this | 
pected some oral exposition of the proceedings of | 


conclusion that might have been drawn from my | 
silence, that inasmuch as there was no minority | 


agree with all. I have devoted my mind seriously | 


l cannot agree with ail | 


How- | 


satisfactory to all sections of the Union, may be į 


Mr. BERRIEN. Fdo not propose, Mr. Presi- 
dent, to enter into any discussion of the merits of 
the bil. Bat, as the report and the bills which 
accompany it will go before the public, and as they 
will produce, as they are calculated to produce, 
very great effect upon the public mind, from the 
, ability with which that report is drawn, from the 
interest and magnitude of the subject which it 
discusses, I desire, as a member of that com- 
mittee, that my position in reference to it may 
be understood, by my constituents at least. It 
seems to me to have been rendered more necessary 
on my part by the observations which have fallen 
|| from the honorable Senator from Vermont, (Mr. 
Puers,] in reference to the Texan boundary. It 
ii is well known to you, sir, as it is to many of my 
i associates in this Chamber, that from the earliest 
inception of the measure of Texan annexation, I 
| was personally opposed to it, and continued, until 
the consummation of that act by the passage of 
! the resolution of annexation, to resist it on the 
ground of its unconstitutionality. The recom- 
mendation—with which I, in common with all the 
other members of the committee cordially concur 
—which proposes an appropriation of a certain 
sum of money to Texas, in consideration of her 
circumscribing her boundary—a recommendation 
which is founded on the assumption of her exist- 
ence as one of the States of this Union on the 
terms and conditions on which she was admitted 
—seems to impose an obligation to explain that 
the ground which I have assumed is precisely that 
which 1 occupied when the resolution of annexa 
tion, after having received the assent of Texas, 
was brought back to the Senate of the United 
States. Then, sir, notwithstanding my opinion 
that the Congress of the United States in the adop- 
tion of that resolution, had transcended their con- 
stitutional power, I considered that it was my duty 
į to submit to the will ofthe majority, expressed in 
the form which the Constitution had prescribed 
for the expression of the legislative will. Con- 
sidering that the opinion which I personally enter- 
tained as to the constitutionality of this measure 
had been overruled by the decision of the compe- 
tent constitutional authority of the United States, 
| I acquiesced then, as I have done ever since, in the 
| validity of that act; and, therefore, I have cordi- 
| ally concurred in the proposition to which the re- 
port refers—that which recognizes Texas as the 
|| rightful proprietor of the soil which the United 
|| States proposes to acquire from that State. 
| Bat, sir, upon other points it was not my good 
fortune to concur with the majority of the com- 
mittee. I hope that itis not necessary for me to 
į Say that I am sincerely devoted to the preserva- 
tion of this Union, and that I would most cheer- 
fully and cordially concur, at the sacrifice of every 
individual opinion which 1 ought to be required to 
yield, in any measure calculated to promote the 
peace and harmony of that Union and of the people 
of the United States. But, sir, there were meas- 
ures presented to the consideration of the com- 
mittee, some of minor and some of greater im- 
portance, upon which it was my misfortune to 
differ with the majority. I did not, however, 
consider that the differences of opinion entertained 
and expressed in that committee would be con- 
clusive upon the minds of the individuals enter- 
taining them, if, after a full discussion of the 
measures recommended to the Senate, there should 
i| appear to be a prospect of a final adjustment of 
ali these questions which have disturbed the peace 
of the country—an adjustment not merely confined 
to this particular territory, but extending to the 
whole subject of controversy. Considering that 
į the opinions of this committee was to be submit- 
i ted to the consideration of the Senate, I felt it to 
_be my duty, even upon questions which, in my 
own view, were of comparatively minor import- 
ance, to adhere to the opinions which I entertained, 
in the expectation that, during the progress of our 
deliberations, an opportunity would be afforded 
for such modifications as Į desired to obtain. 

I will say, then, sir, in the first place, that I 
found it impossible to acquiesce in the proposition 
of the committee to admit California with the boun- 
dary which she had herself prescribed. Looking 
iat that subject entirely apart from the slavery 
question, 1 thought that, as an American Senator, 
{could not prudently and discreetly consent to 
recommend the long line of sea-board which wag 
claimed—to§pluce the whole interest of the United 
States in the commerce which wil necessarily be 
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introduced into that territory through the ports of 
San Francisco and San Diego, and, as I believe, 
chiefly through the latter,as well as those growing 
out of the mineral riches which are found there— 
I could not consent to place these entirely within 
the control of a single State of this Union. If I 
had looked at that question in connection with the 
subject of slavery, it would have been desirable to 
have had California in one rather than several 
States. But believing, as I did, that the interests 
ofthe. United States would be more effectually | 
protected. by the check which different States on | 
that sea-board would present to each other, I 
thought it unwise on that ground to assent to the 
admiseion of California with her present bounda- 
ries. I believed it was entirely competent to make 


1 


two States, giving to that portion of the people || 


residing North—not of 36° 30’, but of 35° 30’— | 
a convenient division of the territory for the es- 
tablishment of a valuable member of the Union. 

I found, however, a difficulty of a higher char- 
acter, in relation to the admission of California, 
in the proposed number of members to be allowed 
to her in the House of Representatives of the | 
United States. I hold that difficulty to be consti- 
tutional, and could not vote for it, unless upon the 
same principle on which I would vote for the 
Missouri compromise; that is to say, on the 
ground that the public safety required me to do 


hich it is properly attached, and not annexed to 
ew Mexico, from which it is separated by this 
desert. It is possible that the line suggested by 
the committee—the line beginning twenty miles 
above El Paso—may accomplish this object. If 
it does not—and the fact may be ascertained during 
the discussion in the Senatc—it will be necessary 
to change this line, because its adoption was made 
with a view to the. accomplishment of an object 
which it will have failed to accomplish. 

differ from the committee. It is a gratification to 
valuable service to the country for presenting this 
project. 
progress of this measure through the Senate, such 
modifications may be made as will relieve it from 
the difficulties which now press upon my mind. 


by the Senate upon this occasion, and in the res- 
toration of that harmony which will be the result 
of it. I have no doubt that the effect of any prop 
osition which shall receive the sanction of both 


an act beyond the limits of the Constitution, and || 


to throw myself upon the justice and generosity | 
of my constituents for my justification. Except į 
such a state of things should arise, it seemed to | 
me that there was a constitutional objection to the 
proposition to admit California with two Repre- 
sentatives. I found in the Constitution of the 
United States a provision that each State should 
-be entitled to one Representative. I found that, 
for the purpose of having any number of mem- 
bers beyond that, it required that the representa- 


ji great dea 


any outbreak. It is my earnest desire to go be- 
| yond this; to present, if it be possible, some com- 
| promise in which the North and South might unite, 
| feeling that they stood securely under the protec- 
| tion of the Constitution. 

Mr. MANGUM. Mr. President, it is with a 


| example that has been set me, and which | would 
| have been very slow to set myself, but I feel in 
i some sort called upon to make a remark or two. 
| L originally, as you know, sir, went for the raising 


Ìì of reluctance that I rise to follow an | 


Upon these points, sir, it was my misfortune to |) 


1 do not abandon the hope that in the |! 


Houses of Congress will be temporarily beneficial ; 
upon the public mind; that it will tend to prevent | 


tion should be apportioned according to numbers; 
that the existing apportionment would require, in | 
order to give California two Representatives, a 
population of one hundred and forty-one thousand | 
three hundred and sixty—not transient persons, | 
not foreigners, not merely native Californians, 
who are not yet citizens of the United States under | 
the treaty—but that number of settled inhabitants 
of the country, of that class of persons who were 
contemplated by the framers of the Constitution, 
when they required a census for the purpose of 
fixing the ratio of representation. Now, sir, I 
have no evidence of the fact. I do not believe |; might make. 

that anybody else has any evidence of it. I do; But, sir, from the very nature of things, all 
not believe that the fact exists. Although there || questions or controversies of this character, that 
may be a great number of persons in the territory, |: have pervaded this country, and deeply agitated 
yet | do not believe there can be found there that ` it, and stirred up the passions of men from one 


: of this select committee. I did it with a view that 
| they might harmonize, if possible, the distractions 
i and the bad feelings of the country. I knew, sir, 
| that upon many of the present questions or diffi- 
i culties between the North and South, they were 
i as widely apart in their abstract views as the poles, 


t 
i 

| have performed on this committee, with a spirit of 
| austice to both sections of the Union. I neither 
| desired to take the weight of a hair from the North, 
t to which they were entitled, nor to concede to the 
| North any unreasonable requirements which they 


j 
{ 


the United States within the contemplation of that |; perience, and, indeed, of common sense, as I ap- 
provision of the Constitution which requires that |, prehend, must know that any scheme which is to 
representation shall be apportioned according to |, command the approbation of a large majority of 
numbers. If, with this conviction upon my mind, |: the people, will be open toa diversity of criticisms, 
I acquiesce in the admission of California into the ;; Sur, if we act upon the principle of hypercriti- 
Union, l acquiesce in that admission in derogation ii cism, if we act upon the principle of standing dog- 
of the rights of every other State, since they are | matically upon positions which we may have as- 
all restricted to that provision of the Constitution | sumed at a former time, I venture to say that this 
A maneto conor to it. For these reasons, I i; Hae never wn, be pojosted, and ee | 
ound it impossible to coneur in the provision ; ultimately become of it the wisest man in my hear- 
which contemplates the admission of California. l: ing may not be able to say. Sir, for this reason I 
I did concur most cheerfully in tkat provision ; entered into this committee, that, so far as in my | 
which proposes to give governments to the Terri- | power, 1 might assist in endeavoring to bring | 
tories of New Mexico and Deseret. 1 was desirous i about an adjustment upon practical ground, that ;: 
x foti nog our obligations to that people to afford į: of doing equal justice to every portion of the Con- |; 
them the protection of governments and laws. I |; federacy. i 
concurred most cheerfully in the omission of the i| Hthe North should set up pretensions which, 

Wilmot proviso, but J regretted that that had not ij in my opinion, had no warrant in the Constitu- | 
been a simple act, unaccompanied by the reasons |; tion, or, if they had warrant in the Constitution, : 
which took from it the healing influences upon the |! were yet wholly inadmissible, because they were | 


i 
i 


public mind it would otherwise bave had. It left| disparaging and disrespectful, I would repel them; | 
the inference to be fairly deduced, that, in the |; and while E would do that, I would set up no 2 
opinion of the committee, a power existed to im- |: claims on the part of the South which were not | 
pose that restriction, and that it might be exer- | strictly within the limits of the Constitution. z 
cised whenever a case should arise rendering iti Sir, | shail never feel any gratification in having : 
necessary to do so. I believed that this expres- i! one portion of the country gain a triumph over 
sion of the reasons which induced the withholding i: another portion, or in promoting the welfare of 
of that proviso was calculated to diminish the |. one section at the expense of another section. I ' 
beneficial influence it would have in producing į desire to see the country again restored to that 
harmony among the people of the United States, || position when every man, be he Whig or be he 
and quieting the agitation in the country. i Democrat, may hold out to his fellow man the |l 
With respect to the boundary of Texas, I was |, right hand of fellowship. Let us differ if we please |: 
desirous that it should be fixed either at thirty-four | on this or that question of policy; but upon those i 
degrees, or at some point approaching it; which Í questions which touch the integrity of the Union |; 
wouid have left the settlement existing in the vi- | and perpetuity of the Government, and shake the l 
cinity of El Paso, and south of the desert, of from j/ solid continent to its centre, 1 can have but one | 


and I entered upon the very humble part which | |; 


heart, one will, one mind; and that is to do justice 
to all; to ask for no concessions to which we are 
not entitled, and not to make any which I cannot 
properly and constitutionally make. So far as 
liberality goes within the scope of my consti- 
tutional obligations, 1 hope I will not fall short 
of any other man, no matter from what section 
of the Union he may come. Now, in reference to 
this report and the bills which accompany it, I, 
in common with every other member of the com- 
| mittee, found some things of more or less mag- 
i nitude, which did not perhaps suit my feelings or 
accord with my opinions. But, sir, why did we 
raise such a committee, ifevery man who might be 


H 


0 t || selected as one of its members should expeci that 
ime to believe that the committee has rendered a : 


his positions would be agreed to? Sir, such a 
| scheme with such expectations would be utterly 
useless, I might say, absurd. Never, sir, should 
we have had the Constitution framed under which 
| we now live and prosper, and of which we are all 


S i| proud, and to which we are all devoted, if every 
If that is the result of our deliberations, no one |. 


will more cordially rejoice in the course pursued |: 


member of the Convention which framed that Con- 
stitution had acted upon this principle. There 
were indeed a few things that 1 could have wished 
to be otherwise in the bills reported; but I take 
great pleasure, sir, in saying that E take it as a 
whole with cordiality—yes, with pleasure; be- 
lieving as I do that the agitators, wherever they 
may live—in whatever portion of the Union—if 
we should be so fortunate as to carry this measure, 
will be unhorsed, defeated, and fall into disrepute; 
“ Othello’s occupation will be gone.” The coun- 
try, sir, has been deeply agitated and disturbed; 
great fears have been entertained by the best and 
wisest men as to the possibility of preserving the 
integrity and peroetuity of the Union, and many 
of them have passed sleepless nights (I have passed 
\ mine) in anxiety for their country’s good. Sir, if 
we should pass any adjustment upon the broad 
principle of equity and justice—as I am inclined to 


i believe, do firmly believe—the proposition now 


| presented contains this principle. I think the re- 


| port will be cordially and favorably received by a 
‘vast and overwhelming majority of the country; 


and those who gainsay it—those who criticise it— 
those who oppose it, will in many quarters find 
themselves marked men, and some wiil have ap- 
plied to them the burning brand of public indigna- 
tion, that, if it do not burn into the bone, will leave 
a mark that they will carry with them to their 
political graves. Sir, 1 hope to see the restoration 


‘of that concord and harmony and good feeling 


' ing all its principles and guarantees. 


which has formerly pervaded every section of this 
Union. I trust we shall see it; and I trust that 
the patriotic party, as I regard them—the men 
who stand up here without any other power to 


i í é | impel them to action except their belief that it is 
number of settled inhabitants, who are citizens of |! extreme to the other, every man of common ex- |: 


the will of much the greatest portion of the good 
men of the country, and for their enduring happi- 


| ness and glory—if, under the favor of Heaven, 


that party should succeed in bringing this matter to 
a consummation, they will be regarded by an over- 


; whelming portion of the country as the great patri- 
: otic party of the land, standing upon the ramparts 


of the Constitution and recognizing and sustain- 


And I think, 
sir, that those three or more classes with whom 


: this party may have to contend—abolitionists, free 


i soilers, renegadoes, &c.—will, if they continue to 
| agitate, fall into contempt; for l trust they will not 


be strong enough to excite a stronger, anu be over- 
whelmed by the severe and ultimate judgment of 
thecountry. Sir, with allthis difference of opinion, 


; it is matter of surprise to me that we have agreed 
so well; for when did you ever see two men whose 


opinions were exactly alike upon such subjects as 
those which have been referred to this committee, 
various, difficult, and complicated as they were? 
Sir, if we are to stand upon those little diversities 
of opinion, the question never will be settled. I 
believe that these bilis contain all that is requisite 


: to satisfy all the different sections of the country, 


and I cherish a strong hope that they will become 
laws, and meet the approbation of the good, en- 
lightened, and patriotic. Atall events, lam ready 
to give whatever of will, heart, and might I pos- 


‘ sess, to the consummation of this, as 1 regard it, 
; glorious and patriotic object. 


Mr. CLEMENS. As I intend to vote against 
the measures reported by the committee of thir- 


i, teen, | do not choose that their report shall go out 
| to the country with even that sanction which si- 
‘lence implies. The Senator from North Carolina 
| has asked why this committee was raised, if we 
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were not prepared to yield something of our former 
opinions in obedience to its report? God knows 
for what it was raised; I do not. f voted for it, 
it is true, because every one of those with whom 
I have been in the habit of acting, voted for it, 
and rather than separate from them I yielded my 
judgment to theirs. But I had no expectation 
then that any good would result from it; I ex- 
pected it to result as it has resulted. 

Sir, it seems to me that a strange change has 
come over the dreams of the Senator from North 
Carolina, [Mr. Maneum.] It seems to me that I 
heard him denounce the resolutions offered by the 
Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Cray] in the early 
part of this session, in language quite as strong as 
any used by myself—and now I ask, in all sin- 
cerity, and with an anxious desire to be corrected 
if my impressions are erroneous, what is this re- 
port but a repetition of those resolutions? Where 
as there a solitary deviation from them in any vital 
point? From the remarks made by the Senator 
from Kentucky at the time those resolutions were 
introduced, from the earnestness of his manner, 
and his known firmness of purpose, it was not to 
he expected he would make any wide departure 
from the plan then submitted. He has not done 
s0; he has been consistent; he has abided by his 
original plan, and those of us who denounced it 
then, cannot support it now, and claim the merit 
of consistency. To do so would be giving the 
lie direct to the declarations we then made. In 
using this word 1 mean nothing but what is en- 
tirely respectful. I mean simply, that to support 
this report would be a flat contradiction of all our 
former assertions. 

The Senator from North Carolina speaks of lib- 
erality, of the propriety and necessity of liberality. 
Sir, the Constitution is nota thing about which we 
are at liberty to exercise that very commendable 
quality. It is not in my power to exercise liber- 
ality here I have no right so to trifle with my 
sworn duties. 1 am not here to compromise away 
the provisions of the Constitution. [ have asked 
for no concession at any time, and I ask now for 
none. Whatever the letter of the supreme law 
gives me, lam entitled to receive—more Í have 
never sought. 

The Senator from Georgia [Mr. Beeren] has 
saved me the necessity of saying many things I 
intended to say, and I shall confine my remarks to 
three facts assumed by the report, and which I 
maintain are not facts. It assumes, first, that 
there was a controlling necessity on the part of 
California to adopt a constitution and form of State 
government. I deny the fact, and insist that there 
was no more necessity for this course on the part 
of California than there was for a like course on 
the part of New Mexicoand Deseret—not so much 
as there was on the part of Oregon, when she was 
left for years without government of any kind, or 
the protection even of.a company of dragoons, 
Then, sir, this pretext of necessity will not bear 
examination, In other words, the fact assumed is 
not a fact. California acted under the compulsion 
of no greater necessity than operated upon the 
other territories. 

It assumes, secondly, that California contained 
a sufficient population within the meaning of the 
Constitution to authorize what she has done. 
Sir, there is no such evidence in our possession, 
On the contrary, the evidence is all the other way. 
That there may be people enough in California is 
quite possible, but the word “ people” does not 
mean inhabitants; that is a very different term. 
The army of the United States, now in California, 
are ‘‘ people;’’ those who have gone there for the 
purpose of trading, or gold-digging, are “ people;” 
but they are not “ inhabitants;” they are not per- 
manent settlers, and do not constitute one of the 
elements of a State. I repeat that there is no evi- 
dence that California contains a sufficient namber 
of “ free inhabitants” to entitle her to one Repre- 
sentative, much less two. It will not do to at- 
tempt to get round this matter by using the term 
« people.” Fdo not mean ‘ people,”—the Con- 
stitution does not mean ‘‘ people”’—it means in- 
habitants. i 

The report also assumes another fact, which is 
not a fact. It assumes that, though there have 
been irregularities in the case of California, those 
irregularities are no greater than have accompanied 
the admission of other Staies; and having once 
been waived by Congress, they may well be 
waived again. l have heard this same argument 


used again and again on the fioor of the Senate, and 
I have prepared myself to show that it is entirely 
withoutfoundation. Itis not by taking a fact here 
and another there, and separating them from a 
mass of other facts which control and govern them, 
that we can arrive at truth. I intend to show the 
circumstances attending the admission of every 
new State into the Union, and the country will then 
be enabled to judge whether there is any precedent, 
or even the pretence of a precedent, for the admis- 
sion of California. The first State which was ad- 
mitted into the Union was Vermont, which was 
carved out of the State of New York, according to 
a clause in the Constitution authorizing the for- 
mation of new States out of old States. There | 
was no act authorizing it to form a territorial gov- | 
ernment, because there was no such requirement 
in the Constitution. The constitution autho- 
rized its formation upon the assentof the State 
of New York; and the State of New York did 
give that assent. The people adopted the consti- 
tation on the 25th of December, 1777. It was 
admitted in the year 1791, after the people of 
New York had given their assent in the year 1790. 
That was the first State admitted; there was no 
territorial government, because none was required 
of a State so situated. Kentucky was the next 
State which was admitted. ‘That State wascarved 
out of Virginia, under the same clause of the Con- 
stitution, and subject to the same regulations. The 
next was Tennessee. This was a territory; a ter- 
ritorial government was established for Tennessee 
in 1790, and in 1786 Congress admitted that State 
into the Union. The Senate rejected her applica- 
tion, The House insisted on her admission, anu 
the Senate finally receded; but in her case there 
was for six years a territorial legislature and gov- 
ernor, according to the requirements of law; be- 
sides a census of the inhabitants was taken under 
her territorial law, and it was established that she 
had a sufficient number of free inhabitants. Ido 
not mean ‘people,’ sir, but ‘ inhabitants. ” 
Ohio was the next that was admitted. A territo- 
rial government was established in August, 1789; 
a : g 

and in April, 1802, Congress authorized them to 
form a constitution and State government; and she 
was admitted, after having served a territorial 
pupilage of thirteen years. Louisiana was ceded 
by France. Her territorial government commenced 
in October, 1803; and she was admitted into 
the Union in 1812, after serving a territorial pupil- 
ageof eight and a half years. {In Indiana, Missis- 
sippi, Hlinois, Alabama, Missouri, Arkansas, 
Michigan, and Florida there were acts establishing 
territorial governments. In Maine there was no 
such act; for she was carved out of the State of | 
Massachusetts. Arkansas was admitted in 1836, 
after having served a territorial pupilage of seven- 
teen years. Michigan served a similar pupilage 
for thirty-two years. Florida served twenty-three 
years. Texas, we all know, wasa foreign nation, 
and admitted by joint resolution. Wisconsin was | 
admitted in May, 1848, after serving twelve and a 
half years, and after a previous act of Congress || 
entitling her to form a constitution and State gov- 
ernment. 

Thus, sir, we see that, although in some of these 
cases some of the requisites have been dispensed 
with, in no case were they all dispensed with; and 
in no case has a State been admitted without a suf- 
ficient number of inhabitants, according to the re- 
quirements of the Constitution. I know that 
Florida has been spoken of as an exception; but | 
she had a sufficient population to authorize her ad- 
mission, unless we are to disregard the evidence 
of those who ought to know best. There is not 
a solitary case in which all the requisites have 
been disregarded, except in the case of California. 


i drawn up evidently with great care. 


I say, then, that the assumption of the fact is not 
warranted; and I do not choose that such assump- | 
tion of fact should go to the world uncontradicted. 
I shall have occasion, when the subject is in order, 
to discuss the question more at length. I shal 
content myself for the present with the publica 
tion of the tables from which I have read, reserv- | 
ing other observations for a more appropriate oc- 
casion.* [See table on next page.] 

Mr. CLAY. 1 have risen, sir, to say but a few || 
words. Nothing shall prompt or-provoke me at ji 
this time to enter into a discussion upon any por- | 
tion of the labors of that committee; and I sabmit | 
it to honorable Senators, and especially to those | 
who did not compose any part of the committee— 
for, with regard to the members of the committee, | 


there are reasons pectliar tò them for making 
some explanations while the subject is fresh, in 
order to guard against any possible misconcep- 
tion;—-but Í sabmit it to the residue of the Senate, 
constituting no part of the committee, whether. it 
is just and proper, in relation, I will notsay te the 
committee and their acts, but in relation to the 
country; in relation to the great object of pacifica- 
tion; in relation to the. great object of once more 
producing harmony and peace in the country, is 
It right to pounce upon the report unheard, or, if 
heard at all, heard only upon its first presentation 
to the Senate? I put it to honorable members of 
the Senate not constituting any portion of the 
committee, whether they do not owe it to them- 
selves to look at it deliberately, to consider it dis- 
passionately, and to form such a judgment as will 
not only recorcile them to their consciences and 
to their sense of duty, but which the country itself 
will say is a mature judgment, formed after a de- 
liberate consideration of all the pressing and im- 
portant matters which are presented. 

Sir, with regard to the honorable Senator from 
Alabama, [Mr. Cremens,} what has his course 
just been? A documentof this kind, as you know, 
Mr. President, never becomes the subject of dis- 
cussion, It is the report of a committee, It is 
their act, or, more generally, the act of their chair- 
man, and never becomes the subject of serious 
debate and discussion. In the progress of any 
great measure to which it relates, gentlemen may 
take it up, hold it up to ridicule, deny its state- 
ments, controvert its fucts, apply to it any epithet 
they please; but the report itself, in the course of 
ordinary and parliamentary proceedings, is not. 
acted upon, but the measures reported on the sub- 


ject are acted on, as you, sir, know as well, if not 


better, than any man in this Senate. The bills 
will come up, and what are contained in these 
bills alone are legitimate subjects of discussion. 
< Sir, with respect to this report, and with re- 
spect to these bills, I have enlisted myself in the 
cause of my country; | have enlisted myself in 
the great cause of this Union, and of harmony 
among its distracted parts; and I stand here, and 
here | mean to stand, to vindicate what has been 
done, and to vindicate this report, too, if neces- 
sary, from beginning to end, and to show that it 
is founded in reason, in fact, and in truth. But I 
will not now, sir, be drawn into a discussion 
which | think untimely, premature, and calculated 
to make an impression unfavorable to the final 
action of this body; and 1 must say, with great 
deference, by honorable members who have had a 
most limited opportunity, indeed, of considering 
the result of the labors of the committee. 

Mr. FOOTE. Although of a very impulsive 


! nature, sir, I confess that my intellectual facalties 


do not operate with sufficient rapidity to enable 
me at once, by any exercise of intuition, to arrive 
as suddenly as some of my friends seem to have 
done at so satisfactory a conception of a matter so 
complex as this is, and one of such extended im- 
portance as this report and the bills annexed to it 
are, as to induce me to state my views in positive 
language, in the hearing of this illustrious body, 
upon the great questions involved in this report 
and in the bills alluded to. The subject is one 
which we all must feel and know to be of vast 
importance to this country; of vast importance to 
the cause of freedom throughout Christendom; of 
vast importance to us and to all generations. It is 
one involving many difficult questions—questions 
which have perplexed the ablest statesmen in this 
land for many years past. This report has been 
lt is the 
result of the deliberations of thirteen of the most 
distinguished men upon this continent—men re- 


ii markable for the highest qualities that belong 


to the human character, moral and intellectual. 
This committee of thirteen have addressed them- 
selves to their important labors in a spirit of ele- 
vated patriotism; they have labored night and day 
for the purpose of suggesting some scheme of set- 
tlement that might prove satisfactory to the whole 
Republic. Whether hereafter I shall be able to 
concur in everything contained in this report, and 
in the bills which we are about to order to 
be printed, it is certain that I feel profoundly 
grateful to that committee for the industry, the 
persevering energy, the patriotic devotion they 
have exhibited from the time that the committee 
was raised up to the present moment. 

I could not find it in my heart to say anytaing 
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to wound the sensibilities of any member of that 

committee, nor am Í prepared, with all due defer- 

ence to those of my. friends who think proper to 

pursue a different course—at once, without con- 

sideration, without examination, without any op- 

portunity of scrutiny—to condemn that report | 
sweepingly, and to attempt to array public feeling 

in opposition to it, in advance-even of our having 

ordered it to be printed. Forone, sir, I must say, | 
that I trust, upon examination of it, to be able to 

concur. in all iis details. Such is my earnest de- 

sire. What I heard. of it was gratifying to me. | 
The general tone and bearing of the report 

awakened my highest admiration. Though there 

may be some features in the plan to which, here- 

after, | may feel compelled to express some objec- 

tion, I must confess that I have heard nothing yet, 

that could induce me, even in a whisper, to suggest 
disapproval of the labors of the committee. I do 
not doubt, sir, that this report will be adopted in 
the main; that it will be approved as a whole. It 
may undergo some modifications of a trivial 

character, but whether it should undergo modi- 
fications or not, 1 do not doubt, that it will tend 

to settle the great questions which have so long 
vexed the peace of the country, reéstablish public 
quiet, enhance the honor of this Republic, and 

redound much to the glory of those who have | 
framed this report for our consideration. 

This much, sir, | have felt bound to say, and I 
wish my friends from the South to understand me | 
distinctly. I do not profess to have more moral 
courage than other men, but, much as Í respect 
and confide in them, and much as Í should delight 

` to coöperate with them, if it should turn out—as 


desire to see the great objects accomplished for 
which they have so assiduously, patriotically, and 
nobly labored—1 shall dare to give my consent to 
fit; and I shall dare to do more—endeavor, in my 
own humble way, in every shape and form, to 
satisfy my countrymen, north, south, east, and 


| west, that this report is worthy their approval. I 


shal! not favor any attempt to get up a sectional 
agitation; and, as far.as | am myself concerned, I 
am willing to leave it to the good sense and sound 
patriotism of the people, whom I have the honor 
im part to represent here, feeling satisfied that, if 
laboring to do right, I should happen to fail in 
| some slight respect, | should be more than for- 
given; I should be justified. , 

I rose, sir, mainly for the purpose of suggesting 


printing a large number of extra copies of the re- 
port, to go out to the country in connection with 
the speeches which some gentlemen. have thought 
proper to deliver, and will deliver. Iam extremely 
| anxious that this measure should be maturely con- 
sidered by the American people before final action 
lis adopted on it; and that all our countrymen 
i should have an opportunity of looking into and 
| forming a judgment on it before itis adopted. Sir, 
| some modifications may be suggested from differ- 
, ent quarters of the country. 


in favor of the whole report, or at all against it, I 
will append to the motion now before the Senate, 
if it be in order, a motion for the printing of fifty 
| thousand extra copies of the report. 
Mr. CLEMENS. Mr. President 
Mr. HALE. Irise to a point of order. 


I ask 


I hope will bo the case—that I can approve of |! if a discussion of this kind 1s in order on a mere 


this report and concur with this committee—and I 


! motion to print? 


as earnestly as any member of that committee 
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* GENERAL Statement of the circumstances attending the admission of new States into the Union since the adoption of the 
Constitution of the United States, including the dautes of their estubiishment as Territorial Governments and the times of 


their adm. ssion into the Union by Congress. 
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Ftorid sleceeeeee Do.. ceded by Spain, Mareh 3, 1822 3, 1842 doin | & 
Texa [Au independent republic.. s... March J, 184 29, 1845]... cc cee eee o| È 
Part of territory of Virginia... April 20, 1836 August 6, 1816;May 29, 1848|12 1-12 do...) p > 
ree Do....ceded by France June 12, 1898 eseese terree ere [Der 28, 1846; 8 do..! g 
f i | 
REMARKS. 


_@ The people of Vermont adopted a constitution on the 25th December, 1777; New York consented by act 6th March 
1790; and Congress admitted by act [8th February, 1791, from the 4th of March, 1791. 
Convention of Kentucky applied to Congress 9th December, 1790, 


b Virginia consented by act 18th December, 17895 


3 


and Congress admitted by act of 4th February, 1791 ; to take effeet the Ist June, 1792. 
c Ceded to the United States by North Carolina, Decemher, 1789; conveyed by Senators 25th February, 1790; the 
people adopted a constitution Lith January, 1795; see report on Senate Journal, vol. 2, pp. 259, 260, and 261; see, also, 


State Papers, ©“ Misectianeous,” vol, 1, pp. 146, 147—150. 


d Ceded by act of Virginia 20th October, 17¢3; accepted by Congress Ist March, 1784; modified by act of Virginia 30th 


December, 17853 see act of Congress 19h February, 1803. 
e Ceded by treaty with France of 80th April, 1803, 
J Ceded by Virginia, (as above.) 


g Ceded by South Carolina by act of 8th March, 1787; and by act of Georgia 16th June, 1802. 


h Ceded by Virginia, (ax above.) 

4 Ceded by Sonth Carolina and Georgia, (as above,) &e. 

j Massachusetts consented by act 19th June, 1819, that 
constitutions adopted by Maine 29th October, 1819. See acet 

k See note for Louisiana; adaitted conditionally by act 
mitted by proclumution of the President of the United States. 

l See note tor Louisiana; a memorial for admission of 
sented to Congress, 

m See note for Ohio. 
March, 1835 


Several memor als for admission, 


Maine should form a constitution and separate gov ent; 
ot Congress 7th April, 1820. Sree ares 
2d of March, 1€21, requiring the assent of the people. Ad- 
people with a constitution, adopted 30th January, 1836 ; pre- 


&c., presented to Congress from 25th January, 1833, to 2d of 


the coustituiion and State which the people formed for themselves, accep ed by act of Congress of 15th 


June, 1836; assent of the people to be given and State admitted by l i s i i 
, 18t ) a e t0 be 1 proclamation of the President of the U; Si 
n Various memoriais for admission of the pespie, &c., presented to Congress from 20th Foony "1899, to ith Febru- 
ary, 1845. The constiation was formed by convention of the people on the Hih of Jaunary, 1839, g ? 
o Annexedto the United States by iaw let of March, 1845; the people consented to cond tions, and State admitted. 


p See note for Ohio, 
q Sce note for Louisiana. 


s è Varius memorials presented and bills reported to enable the stituti 
unease from Sth of Mareh, 1840, to 3d March, 1845, when an : amin felis he 
the peuple. to certain conditions; constitution «dopted by the people on the 7th of Uetobe 
euple r i è 2 pe ET, 
Proclamation of the President of the United States, according to act of 3d Mareh, 1845. á 


act was passed for admission requiring the assent of 
1844 ; to be admitted by the 


! the importance, in justice to the committee, of | 


Without at all compromising myself absolutely | 


Í to decide that the discussion had taken too exten- 
sive a range, the question being simply on a mo- 
tion to print. 

Mr. CLEMENS. The Senator from Missis- 
sippi, sir, has expressed some surprise that I 
should undertake to pronounce an opinion after 
hearing the report once read. Why, surely, the 
Senator from Mississippi cannot have forgotten that 
I had a distinctimpression in my memory of every- 
thing contained in that report. He spent an hour 
himself yesterday, in impressing on me its leading 
features. I knew as well what were its contents 
before the committee reported as I do after hearing 
itread. The Senator from Mississippi spoke ex 
cathedra; he knew what was in it, and he told me 
of it; and after hearing it read I know no more, 
The Senator from Kentucky complains that I have 
seen proper to make an assault upon the report at 
this time. Siv, he must pardon me for saying that 
the report is the main matter here. These bills are 
old, familiar acquaintances. That report is the 
i| thing which will alone have any influence on the 
public mind. The reportis the matter which will 
prejudice me if I vote upon these bills, and not the 
i| bills themselves. If I vote against these bills, as E 
must do under my construction of the Constitution, 
|| and if any injury result to me from it, it is the re- 
port that will produce it. It was because of the 
possibility of having this thing prejudged, that I 
chose to say what | did say in relation to it. 

But the most surprising thing of all is, that the 
Senator from Mississippi has found out now that 
itis exceedingly wrong for a Senator to get up 
here and express his dissent to this report. Why, 
| sir, ł hope that we shall be allowed to follow the 
I| honorable Senator’s own example in relation to this 
very proposition—for it is nothing else—when it 
was submitted by the Senator from Kentucky, in 
the early part of the session. When the Senator 
| from Kentucky submitted his resolutions, he asked 
of the courtesy of the Senate that nothing should 
be said upon them until they should be printed. I 
was anxious that that courtesy should be extended 
to him; that he should be heard in explanation of 
the resolutions, and then have the time he re- 
quired; but the Senator from Mississippi did not 
agree with me. He gotup at the moment, and 
took occasion then to declare that his dissent from 
the resolutions should go out with them. How 
does it happen, then, that he is surprised now that 
I am unwilling that this report should go out with- 
| out my dissent accompanying it also ? Does he re- 
i| member the fable of the ox and the bull? He will 
i} understand the application. 
| Now, sir, l certainly had no intention, no desire, 
l| no purpose whatever, to treat the committee or 
ft any member of it with the slightest disrespect. [ 
1 
| 
| 
| 
| 


had a duty, as I thought, to discharge, and I did 
it. Further, | must be permitted to say that lam 
at all times the only judge of the time, the mode, 
and the mannerin which that duty shall be dis- 
| charged. Whatever I think it my duty to do Í in- 
i| tend todo. I must judge for myself, and I do not 
i| recognize the right of Senators to lecture me upon 
i| the subject. They must judge for themselves. [-——— 
| Mr. FOOTE. Will the honorable Senator allow 
‘| me to interrupt him fora single moment? I can 
|; assure him that I did not intend to lecture or to 
find fault with him, nor did I express any sur- 
prise at his course. I simply stated that I was 
unable—whatever my friend might be—to deter- 
mine on the merits of this report simply from 
hearing it read without seeing it in print. I did 
I| not use the language he has ascribed to me. I shall 
not interfere with the reporters, and my friend will 
i| find in the morning that he has greatly misunder- 
i| stood my remarks. I used not a word of censure. 
| Mr. CLEMENS. I did not understand the 
‘| Senator so, but I understood him as laying down 
| the rule by which he thought I ought to regulate 
i| my conduct, a matter of which | must myself be 
|i the judge. 

i} Mr. FOOTE. I trust the Senate will bear with 
| me for afew moments. My honorable friend from 
; Alabama seems tosuppose that I expressed strong 
i sentiments of surprise that he should undertake 
| so hastily to determine concerning the merits of 
| this report, and to express himself in language of 
| strong disapproval of that report and of the action 
of the committee, before he has had an opportu- 
nity of seeing the reportin print. I do not think 
| I expressed any such sentiments of surprise. But 
my honorable friend suggests some inconsistencies 
in my public course, and he says that a short time 


since, when the Senator from Kentucky introduced 
certain resolutions here, and desired most earnestly 
that they should be printed before any one of us 
undertook to carp at them or to criticise them, he 
was then of opinion that we should allow the 
Senator from Kentucky time to have his speech 
accompanying the resolutions, together with the 
resolutions, printed before we undertook to de- 
termine that he was wrong in any one of his po- 
sitions, but that I was not. Now, sir, if my hon- 
orable friend had known all the facts of the case, 
he would have found that I did assent originally 
to nearly all the propositions of the Senator from 
Kentucky; but, there being one or two of his prop- 
ositions concerning which | apprehended that 
silence might be regarded as assenting to them, I 
therefore, with the consent of the Senator from 
Kentucky—who magnanimously relieved me from 
my obligation to him—got up, and in a very brief 
manner, and, ag he will admit, courteously, and as 
much ina spirit of kindness as I ever spoke in my 
life, suggested one or two slight objections. On 


that occasion, I can assure the Senator from Ala- 


bama, there was no heated declamation issuing 
from my lips at all, nor did J use languarge of 
harshness in reference to the distinguished Senator 
from Kentucky‘or his resolutions. 

But, Mr. President, the Senator from Alabama 
has failed to draw the distinction which I hold to 
be perfectly just between the resolutions and 
speech of the honorable Senator from Kentucky, 
at that time, and this report. The resolutions 
were the product of an individual member of the 
Senate, and so. was the speech; this report is the 
report of a committee composed of thirteen dis- 
tinguished” members of this body, to whom we 


have confided the performance of arduous duties. | 


I think there is a very great difference between 
the cases. I do think that, out of deference to 
that committee, in justice to that committee, not to 


say in a spirit of gratitude to that committee for | 
having labored so faithfully, we are bound to have | 


the result of their labors printed and investigated 
thoroughly, calmly, dispassionately, before we 
undertake to pronounce harsh criticisms on it. 

I did not undertake, as 1 said before, to mark 
out the course of other gentlemen; but l am quite 
a competent judge of what is proper for me to do, 
and 1 merely intended to intimate that I did not 


intend to pursue the course which other gentlemen | 


thought proper to pursue. The Senator from Ala- 
bama said, also, that it was surprising to him that 
I should not be prepared at the present time to 
pronounce on the merits of the report, since only 
yesterday | had a long conversation with him, in 
which I endeavored to explain to him the outlines 
of this report, and to claim his approval of it, The 
honorable Senator from Alabama will permit me 
to say that I feel mortified that he should have 
thought proper, on the present occasion, to refer 
to a conversation, private if not confidential, be- 
tween myself and one of my most intimate and 
valued friends—between two gentlemen represent- 
ing adjoining States, on local questions of intense 
interest. The conversation was sought by him, 
respectfully and kindly sought by him; it was 


gladly participated in by me, and Í said to him at | 


the close of that conversation, as he will recollect, 
that for peculiar reasons | would prefer agreeing 
with him in regard to this matter than with any 
member of the United States Senate. 


did not suppose is 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is 


reluctantly under the necessity of interrupting the 
honorable Senator. 


discussion is therefore clearly out of order. 

Mr. FOOTE. 
state one other fact in reference to this conversa- 
tion. It is in reply to what has fallen from the 
Senator from Alabama. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
thinks it is out of order. í 

Mr. FOOTE. Well, I do not wish to perse- 
vere, if out of order. | merely wish to say, that 
it is not true, as the honorable Senator from Ala- 
bama supposes, that I spoke from a knowledge of 
this report. 
No part of the report was ever shown to me. 
only conjectured, as other gentlemen did, and as I 


had a right to do, what would be the great features | 
i in a spirit of compromise, and | 


of the report. 


with a strong disposition on my part to contribute | 


to the settlement of these questions, I urged upon 


But, sir, [| 


The question under discus- | 
sion is the propriety of printing this report; this | 


I trust I may be permitted to | 


J never read a line or sentence of it. | 
I: 


|| ancient landmark which thy fathers have set.” 


| 


my friend from Alabama, that if the report was of 
a certain character he should present no hasty or 
rash opposition to it. : 

Mr. CLEMENS. Inreply to the Senator from 
Mississippi, 1 have only to say that I was not 
aware that he desired the conversation to which 
he referred to be considered as confidential, or that 
he cared whether the whole world knew it or not. 

Mr. FOOTE, (in his seat.) Oh no, certainly 
not. 

Mr. CLEMENS. Besides, it was only what, 
at least, half a dozen persons had told nie previ- 
ously. 
showing that the Senator had no reason to be sur- 
prised at my acquaintance with the provisions of 
the report. 

Mr. FOOTE. Ihave not referred to the con- 
versation as of a private nature; I only expressed 
my mortification at its being the subject of refer- 
ence at all. 

Mr. YULEE. ł do not rise to discuss the ar- 
gument of the report of the committee, but to ex- 
press my opinion of the plan they presented. 1 
think it is due to candor, and to the constituents 
I represent, remote as they are from the place in 
which I am called upon to act upon this important 
subject, likely from indications to be pressed to a 
decision in somewhat of hot haste, not to lose a 
moment in declaring, for their information, as 
well as for the information of the Senate, that the 
measures of legislation proposed by the commit- 
tee for the adjustment of the pending issues can- 
not obtain my support or vote. The bills report- 
ed are substantially an embodiment, in legislative 
form, of the scheme presented with impressive 
eloquence by the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. 
Cray] in the beginning of the session. ‘hat 
scheme has been long before the country, and 
there has been full and abundant time for me and 
for all others to form a judgment in respect to its 
merits. My own judgment has been long de- 
termined deliberately and most cecidedly against 
it. Sir, without trespassing now upon the Senate 
with any review of its details, I will read what 


; Seemed to me a very apt and comprehensive view 


of its value, proceeding from a northern source at 
the time of its first introduction to the public. It 
is an editorial froma journal of remarkable and un- 
usual fairness, and for the most part of liberai and 
conservative tone, and which 1 believe possesses 
a large influence. The commentary it makes 
upon the scheme seemed to me quite just and nat 
ural. Indeed, while I have wondered that the 
North had not at ence adopted the platform of the 
Senator from Kentucky, the very circumstance of 
its republication by them has increased my alarm 
at the extent which the unfriendly designs of that 
section must have reached. The journal to which 
l have alluded is the Journal of Commerce, in 
New York. The extract which I will read is the 
judgment to which a northern mind came, and 
which entirely concurred with that which 1 had 


| formed. The editor says: 


“We yesterday, for the first time, read Mr. Clay’s speech 
through, and have seldom enjoyed a richer repast” 

Afier some compliments to the distinguished 
Senator, which [ will not read—for such offerings 
are too frequent to be interesting to him—the ar- 
ticle proceeds: 

“Tf the South will accept his compromise, the North 
should not hesitate a moment. ‘Khe North gains the ker- 
hel, the thing sought—the exclusion of slavery from the 
new territories—and can well afford to let the South have 
the shell. Let us be liberal to the South when no saenfice 
of principle is involved? 

Sir, I am not willing to content myself with the 
“shell.” Iclaim for my State, small as she is, 
a share—though it be a small share, still a share of 
the “t kernel.” 

ĮI can never consent to any settlement of the 
matter in issue which excludes the South from a 
face upon the Pacific ocean—from a part of the 
coast of the Pacific—or which denies to us the 
opportunity to occupy all the territory south of 
the long-established compromise line of 36° 3U'. 

Without further extending my remarks, 1 will 
merely say to our northern friends in this body, 
in the words of one of the wisest and chiefest of 
inspired moralists—and l say it in a spirit of pro- 
testation as well as caution—* Remove not the 


Mr. BORLAND. Irise, Mr. President 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
feel bound to restrict Senators to the immediate 
question under debate. 


I referred to the conversation merely as | 


Mr. BORLAND. It certainly was my pur: 
pose, and is, to restrict myself to the subject be- 
fore the Senate, in the few words I propose to. 
say; and I respectfully claim the same right to be 
heard, without Anticipation of what I shall say, 


that has been accorded to, and exercised by, other 
Senators who have spoken before me. 

The question before the Senate, as I understand 
it, is the motion to print this report; and, in 
speaking upon that, it will be in order, I appre- 
hend, to make known the estimate I place upon 
the report itself; for in no other way could I indi- 
cate the reasons which would govern my vote 
upon the motion. = 

The Senator from Alabama [Mr. Clemens] has, 
I think, justly said that this report contains nothing 
that will be new, either to the Senate or to the 
country.. In my apprehension, it is substantially 
neither more nor less than an embodiment of the 
views expressed by the Senator from Kentucky 
{Mr. Cray] in the early part of the session, and 
which were, less eloquently, perhaps, but more 
clearly and concisely, presented in the series of 
resolutions, known as his plan of compromise, 
then offered by him. We may be told that we 
have not had time to consider the report, and as- 
certain what it really is. But, sir, did not every- 
body know, days ago, what it would be? Was 
it not commonly and publicly talked about, and 
well understood? And will any one say that itis 
not what was expected, and known beforehand? 
If this be so—and such is my opinion—and if the 
resolutions of the Senator from Kentucky have 
been understood during the long period since their 
introduction, I think this report, which is their 
embodiment, is also understood. 

When those resolutions were before the Senate, 
in their own name, I gave them my candid and 
careful consideration, and that consideration com- 
pelled me to dissent from them, in every essential 
particular, and if called upon to vote upon them at 
any time, I should have voted against them, from 
beginning toend. The same considerations which 
then controlled my judgment, and which certainly 
have not been weakened by more mature reflec- 
tion, control my judgment now, and will, I doubt 
not, continue to do so, in voting upon the same 
Propositions now presented to us in the new dress 
of this report. 

With the spirit in which this report is conceived, 
and with the expressions of patriotic devotion to 
the Union it contains, I have no fault to find. On 
the contrary, they are such as every lover of his 
country may concur in, But, sir, while I can 
sympathize in that spirit, and even adopt those 
expressions, they do not go to the merits of the 
question at issue—they do not touch its substance 
~—they can have no influence upon the vote I shall 
feel bound to give. In the performance of my 
duty here, to my constituents and myself, I must 
look beyond the spirit which conceived, and deener 
than the words which express, the proposition I 
am called upon to accept. I must look to the 
proposition itself—to the substance—to the thing. 
Aud pray, sir, what is the proposition, or rather 
the series of propositions, constituting a great and 
comprehensive plan, which this report presents to 
us? T appeal to every man who hears me, and 
ask if this plan, comprehensive as it is, contains 
a single proposition which accords with the views 
which the southern States have ail along put forth, 
and which, if there be faith in them, they are 
bound by every consideration of honor, of inter- 
est, and of safety to assert, here and now, and 
firmly to maintain. 

It is not my purpose now to go at length into 
the reasons which govern my views of the several 
questions presented in the report. I shall reserve 
them for another occasion, when the subject shall 
be before the Senate ina more substantive and prac- 
tical form. I desire now only to enumerate the 
several propositions, and state, in substance, my 
ground of opposition. 

” First, it is proposed to admit California as a 
State into the Union, under her present constitu- 
tion, and with her assumed boundaries. | am 
opposed to this, because I believe the whale move- 
ment, from its inception here in Washington ‘to 
its consummation by those calling themselves the 
people of California, which has resulied in bring- 
Ing that so-called State as an applicant for admis- 


‘sion into the Union, has been in gross violation 


alike of the Constitution, of the established and 
wise practice of the Government, and of good 
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faith. In this summary I include many consider- 

ations which, as before intimated, | shall hereafter 

present. And, io this connection, I appeal to every 

Senator who represents a southern State upon this 

floor, tò say if his constituents—nay, if there be 

a man among them—who is willing that California 

shall be admitted with her present boundaries? 

1 will go further, and ask, if, so for as they have 

expressed an opinion at all, (and very few have 

remained silent,) not only every southern State, 

but every sduthern man, has not repeatedly and 

emphatically declared an unwillingness that this 

should be done? For myself, I can say that if an 

opposite sentiment beyond the walls of this Capitol, 

anywhere throughout the South, from any source 
entitled to weight or respect, has ever been ex- 
pressed, I have been altogether unable to hear it. 
And yet this report proposes to admit California 
with these almost limitless boundaries, which 
sweep the whole Pacific coast, and substantially 
comprise the whole (or most that is valuable) of 
our newly-acquired territory! And this is com- 
promise! a f 

The next proposition is the establishment of 
territorial governments for the remainder of the 
newly-acquired territory, without the Wilmot pro- 
viso. As a substantive proposition, I have no ob- 
jection to this; indeed, it is acceptable to me, and, 
as 1 doubt not, to every southern man. And 
why, sir, are we willing to this? Because it does 
an act of justice to the people in that territory, pro- 
motes the public interest, and respects the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, and the rights and equal- 
ity of the States under it. But, sir, when we look to 
the ground upon which this prsposition is based, 
what do we find in the report? Is anything said 
about the constitutional power? Nota word, sir. 
That point, so important, involving what the South 
regardsas her vital interest, and presenting the only 
dry ground upon which the ark of her safety can 
rest, is wholly overlooked—certainly untouched. 
What is the meaning of this omission? Is it be- 
cause this power is conceded? A short retrospect 
indicates that this is so, especially when connected 
with the expression, in other words, of the senti- 
ment of a distinguished Senator from Massachu- 
setts, (Mr. Wegsrer,] not now in his seat, repro- 
duced here, that “ the laws of Nature and the will 
of God exclude slavery, and will forever exclude 
it,” from that territory. And, whatever others 
may think, I carnot believe otherwise than that 
the effect, if not the intention, of this is virtually 
to concede the constitutional power. 

The next proposition is to fix the boundaries of 
Texas. And this is proposed to be done by shear- 
ing her of her fair proportions, and paying her, in 
money, for the surrender of her sovereignty. This 
is a question upon which Texas herself can speak 
most properly, and she is duly represented here. 
Yet, as the proposition involves the action of this 
body as wellas of Texas, while I shall not discuss it, 
IT will say that [ can find no constitutional warrant 
for its udoption by us; and, in the estimate I have 
ever placed upon State sovereignty, I can think of 
no sum, in dollars, which can properly tempt Texas 
to accede toit, Count that sum ina million, or tens 
of millions, and it would seem to me to be but ‘a 
wess of pottage” in payment for a rich inherit- 
ance. 

The last proposition I shall notice now is the 
proposed amendment to the fugitive slave bill. So 
far as making concession or affording protection to 
southern interests is concerned, this proposition is 
worse than nothing. Non-action would be noth- 
ing. But this does not stop here. Under the 
semblance of protection of the rights of the owner 
to his slave, in my opinion it strikes the most se- 
rious,if not a fatal biow, at those very rights, and, 
along with them, at the value of slave property and 
the peace of sovereignty throughout the South. 
The present law is bad enough, as all admit; for it 
not only fails to enable the slave-owner to recover 
his runaway property, but, in the modes of its ex- 
ecution, permits the infliction alike of gross per- 
sonal indignity and serious pecuniary loss upon 
him who, under the solemn guarantees of the Con- 
stitution and the clear and positive enactments of 
the statute book, but seeks his own. And why is 
this? The difficulty lies not in- the Constitution, 
nor in the legislation of Congress in this respect. 
All the'good that can be derived from those sources 
has, in my opinion, been obtained; nay, sir, ex- 
hausted. ‘The difficulty does, however, lie in the 
people of the non slave-holding States. ‘Their senti- 


à 7 
ment (and perhaps their interest) opposes them to | 
all such laws, and | believe there is no principle of ; 
human conduct more fixed, nor more clearly ex- | 
emplified in practice, than that no law can be use- 

fully operative in any community which is in con- | 
travention of the opinions and feelings of that 

community. For this reason the present law on | 
the subject of recovering fugitive slaves is wholly | 
inoperative for any useful purpose—a mere mock- 

ery to him whose rights are involved. But, if the : 
present law be bad, the one proposed in this re- 
port is a great deal worse; for, if I understand it, 
it complicates the proceeding already too compli- 
cated, and would lead to consequences, as I be- 
lieve, of interminable difficulty and embarrassment. 
Lt proposes, as a preliminary step, that before the 
owner shall even pursue his fugitive slave, he shall 
obtain a copy of the record of a court as his warrant 
and authority for reclaiming his property. Armed 
with this record, the owner may, if the officers 
of the non-slave State choose to respect it, bring 
back his slave to his own home. Under the pres- 
ent taw here would end the proceeding. But, under 
the one proposed, a greater trouble, the most vexa- 
tious and mortifying of all, awaits him; for here 
he has to engage in a suit at law, and have a jury 
trial, with his own slave! To say nothing more 
of the obstacles and difficulties such requirements 
would add to those already in existence, it seems 
to me that few things could be more offensive, de- 
grading, and injurious to the slave owner, and still 
fewer more tempting to insubordination on the 
part of the slave—in a word, more certainly de- 
structive of the due relation between master and 
slave, than the practical operation of such a 
scheme. To my mind the ingenuity of man 
would require a Jong time, and a wide scope, to 


its results. Under the operation of such a law as 
owner in a suit at law, with all the complication 
and expense of a jury trial! 
owner, of the whole three hundred thousand in 
the southern States, who would not be liable, at 
any moment, to be involved in difficulties of this 
kind. The owner of one hundred or of five hun- 
dred slaves may, in a single day, find the whole 
business of his plantation suspended, all work at 
a stand, and himself called upon to defend one 
hundred or five hundred suits at law, before a jury 
of his counuy! Such may be the operation of 
such a law as is now proposed. I pretend not to 
say that such would be the case to the extent I 
have indicated as possible, yet that such wouid, to 


sertously question. But, in its most favorable as- 
pect, who will say that such a provision of law 
would not be a mockery to the slave, and an insult 
at least, if not a grievous injury, to the owner? 
Besides, I would ask, where is any power found | 
by Congress to pass any such law? ftis seriously | 
questioned, by some of the best minds of the coun- 

try, whether, under the Constitution, Congress 

has power to pass any law at all on this subject; | 
and these believe that this power, and along with 
it the duty, which the Constitution confers and im- | 


State governments. And to this position I do nut | 


hesitate to give my own assent. But whether the 


a 
f- 


that of interfering with the relations between mas- i 
ter and slave, within the States where slavery ex- 
ists, and, above all, that of establishing courts for į 
the purpose, and making and trying issues be- 
tween a masterand his slave, is so contrary to my 
preconceived opinions, and so repugnant to my 


jecting it not only with promptness, but with some 
degree of feeling. 

I shall go no further into the discussion of these 
subjects at this time, reserving, as } before said, 


fitting time. I have gone so far because the ques- 
tions involved are of so much and such vital in- 


these questions are so variant from my own views, | 
that I was unwillin : 
sentative I am should be uninformed of what | 
think, and what I mean to do, in relation to them. 
And, however humble my views may be, I desire 


that they shall go out from this Chamber along 


i 
J 
f 


l 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


either discover or invent a scheme more fraught | 
with mischief—mischief most fearful and fatal in : 


this, a slave has only to abscond to involve his | 


And not a slave |j 


a very great extent, | have no doubt; and that, to | 
the full extent, it is possible, I think no one can : 


poses, resis in and is obligatory upon the several , 


sense of propriety, that I must be excused for re- | 


what eise I may desire to say to a future and more | 


terest to my own constituents, and to the whole | 
country, and the propositions offered for settling | 


g that the people whose repre- | 


wiih ake propositions to which they stand op- 
osed. 

P Mr. HALE. I rise perhaps rather to occupy 
the attention of the Chair than the Senate. I con- 
fess that | am somewhat surprised at the manner 
in which this report has been received. Iam in 
favor of its printing, and I propose to suggest a 
few reasons why. I recollect, in my reading of 
| history, that it is said somewhere that Henry 
VHE of England was on the point of putting to 
death one of his Queens for some most outrageous 
heresies which she had avowed. She excused 
herself by saying that she did not really entertain 
those heretical notions, but had merely advanced 
them for the purpose of hearing his eloquence in 
refuting them. 1 confess that I was inclined to 
think that some of our friends on the other side of 
the Chamber had taken up tke policy of Henry 
VIILL.’s Queen, and did not really entertain the 
notions which they advanced, but did it merely 
from a desire of hearing the eloquence of the de- 
fenders of the report thus attacked, When we 
look at the report in connection with the attacks 
upon it to which E have referred, what is the state 
of thecase? It only serves to strengthen my con- 
victions of the truth of the remark of the Senator 
from Alabama, [Mr. Cuemens,] when he said 
“that concessions to fanaticism never satisfied 
fanatics. Never, sir. lf we can suppose that 
| there is any fanaticism at the South—we all know 
that there is a great deal of it North—but if we 
can only suppose that there is any at all ut the 
South, and if they are not satisfied with this meas- 
ure of concession, I do ask, in the name of hu- 
mility itself, what do they want? In the name of 
humility, Senators, what do you want? This bill 
i; turns the whole of the territories into a slave pas~ 
ture, and offers no obstruction to the spread of 
ii Slavery over every inch of it. I want this fact to 
‘| go out to the country in connection with the report, 
|| so that the people may see and understand the ex- 
|| tent of the concession. Yes, sir, the report pro- 
ij poses to turn this whole territory into a slave pas- 
if ture, and to let down the bars so that all may go 
; in; and the Senator from Arkansas, [Mr Bor- 
‘| LaND,] I believe did say, that, as an abstract propo- 
i| sition, he was satisfied with that. Well, sir, what 
i| has the North got? It has got nothing, because it 
asked for nothing, so far as I know; and it wants 


i 


H 


if 
i 


li nothing. What, then, is the concession to the 
ii North? Is this, then, a compromise? No, sir, A 
: compromise gives and takes, but in this case it 
_, Seems to me that the South takes the whole. 

‘| In times past the South have been urging and 
‘| urging that California should form a constitution 
| for herself, and come into the Union, and thus 
avoid all this agitation. That, sir, was the south- 
ern teaching, promulgated by the high priest of the 
elect here in this city, the Union newspaper; for 
that was the doctrine they preached. Let Califor- 


‘| nia form a State constitution and come into the 


Union, and thus avoid all this difficulty. Well, 
| sir, it is now proposed to take California with just 
: such a constitution as she has framed under this 
i southern teaching. Then we are to take the rest 


| of the territory, every,inck of it, and appropriate it 
i; to what you contend and believe, if there is any 


: truth in you, to be the use of slavery, because vou 
say that the Constitution carries that institution 
with it wherever itgoes. Thus you of the South 


ji get all you ask, and we of the North get nothing. 
eneral power be thus denied to Congress or not, | £ r 


Then comes the fugitive slave bill, and you pro- 


‘| pose to pass that, and you are going to give the 


' slave the right ef trial by jury! Ifa colored man 


iin New Hampshire—and there are a very few 
|, there—should be seized and claimed as a slave in 
[this great desert at the back side of Utah, he 


| would be tried there, and not be brought back to 
ii New Hampshire to be tried where he was born 
|| and brought up. But your bill gives him a jury 
| trial in the desertsof Uwh! That wouid be worth 
a good deal to him! I wonder what it would cost 
‘| him to get his witnesses there! That is a conces- 
sion to the North, indeed! Now lam extremely 
glad that we have had the exhibition that we have 
had to day, The Senator from Mississippi [Mr. 
|, Poore] thanks the committee for what they have 


i 
iy 


| done. Well, I thank the Senators who have op- 
‘i posed the report, so that there are thanks all 


not speak without the book when he said that 
“‘concession to fanaticism never satisfied fanatics,” 


1850. 
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for, sir, I think he demonstrated the truth of that 
proposition most clearly to-day—that he fully 
made out the q. e. d. of it, and that it. will never 
be disputed hereafter. I hope that gentlemen are 
in earnest, and that their opposition to this report 
is nota mere feint, like that of the English Queen, 
merely with a view to hear the eloquence with 
which their notions should be refuted. I hope 
there is no feint in this matter, but that gentlemen 
will stand up and face the music. Let them put 
this report down, and then let us go home and tell 
the country we have exhausted the cup of conces- 
sion; that we have conceded everything that was 
asked of us; that nothing was held back, and that 
then, when all this was done, we stood exactly 
where we were at the commencement. ‘These gen- 
tlemen were not satisfied at first, they were not 
satisfied at last, and they never mean to be satis- 
fied, and they never will be. 

Now, sir, it is of no great consequence what so 
humble an individual as myself may say. Iam 
one of those whom the Senator from North 
Carolina (Mr. Mangum] means to have branded 
with a mark, Well, l will take the mark, and I 
will tell the Senator from North Carolina, as he 
knows now better than I do, that there was a cer- 
tain compromise made here some thirty years 
ago, and that certain gentlemen then received 
marks which they have not got rid of yet. And 
they were not those who occupied the ground 
then which I occupy now. They were not those 
northern men who stood up for the constitutional 
rights of the North that received that mark, but 
some who went for concession a little too far. 
Sir, our people are willing to go for concession 
up to the point of humiliation, but not a word be- 
yond that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator is 
not in order, unless he confines his remarks to the 
subject under consideration. 

Mr. HALE. Well, it is difficult to tell what 
the subject before us is. 
down. 

Mr. HOUSTON. It was not my intention to 
have made any remarks on this subject at this 
time, nor do I intend to occupy the attention of 
the Senate for more than five minutes. If I have 
understood the proposition now before the Senate, 
it is a motion to print this report. 

_ The VICE PRESIDENT. That is the ques- 
tion. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I intend no reference in my 
remarks beyond that point. My object is the 
ascertainment of truth, that I may with a know- 
ledge of the facts exercise a deliberate judgment 
on the subject. Without a knowledge, and a 
critical knowledge, so far as | can attain it, of the 
contents of that report, I shall not be in a situation 
to decide upon its merits. After having obtained 
that knowledge, I shall be prepared to act upon 
the suggestions of that report with as much calm- 
ness, as much patriotism, I trust, and with as 
much deliberation and decision as any gentleman 
here. - But I am not willing at this time to pre- 
judge it, or to exclude it from a fair investigation. 
I feel, sir, that it is unnecessary, until I know the 


contents of that report, for me to protest against it | 


on account of my being a southern Senator. I 
am from the South, sir, the extreme South. The 
shores of the State which I represent are washed 
by the Rio Grande and the Gulf of Mexico, and I 
feel all that a southern Senator should feel who 
remembers the rights which we have already 
acquired. Those rights we have acquired as 
freemen struggling for liberty, and also as partici- 
pants in this Union, and my colleague and myself 
are always prepared to stand up in their vindica- 
tion. But, sir, | am for compromise with my 
whole heart, unless it is proposed to compromise 
our honorand safety. I am for the Union, and 
for all honorable efforts which will tend to its 
preservation. [am ready to vote for the printing 
of the report, and when Í shall have examined it, 
I shall be ready to act upon its recommendations. 

Mr. MANGUM. 1 desire to submit a remark 
or two, though I certainly will not persist, if it is 
the opinion of the Chair that I am outof order. 
There is a mistake into which southern gentle- 
men on the opposite side of the Chamber have, in 
my judgment, most unfortunately fallen. It is, 
that this report and these bills both embody the 
substance and the spirit of the resolutions which 
were introduced here some months ago by the Sen- 
ator from Ker. tacky. 


However, I will sit’ 


Sir, I take entirely opposite views of it. I re- 
member well, and the Senator from Kentucky Well 
remembers, when, the day after these resolutions 
were introduced, they had undergone a close read- 
ing by me, that there were a part of them to which 
I took most decided and most insuperable objec- 
tion. I will not go into these objections, but I 
will only refer to the second resolution—the one 
which contains two notable truths—the truth of 
law and the truth of fact. J differed out and out 
with the whole of that résolution; and I say now, 
entertaining the same opinions which I did at the 
beginning, that if any of these bills shall beshown 
to contain the principles contained in that resolu- 
tion, or if any portion of the report shall contain 
them, l will vote for the expunging of both. Lam 
very sure that when Senators come to examine 
this report carefully and critically, and to look at 
these bills, they will find in neither of them a reiter- 
ation of those principles so repugnant in the 
second resolution. 1 might further say, that upon 
the question of abolishing slavery in this District, 
I well know that there is a great diversity of opin- 
ion. Itis true, that the resolutions did not exactly 
affirm the power,as they were originally intro- 
duced by the Senator from Kentucky; but in his 
Speech accompanying them, the power was 
avowed. Now, it is well known that there are 
many Senators here who are inclined to support 
the whole matter together, who never have sup- 
ported anything atali which would recognize this 
power in Congress; neither will Senators find any 
measure of the kind recommended in the report or 
in the bills. 

I will make a remark to the Senator from Ala- 
bama. lam supposed to have been inconsistent. 
Sir, I do not think I have manifested any incon- 
sistency at all. So far from that, there are many 
honorable gentlemen within my hearing, with 
whom I have had divers private interchanges of 
sentiment, who know very well that I have dif- 
fered with many of our southern friends on one 
important question. For instance, l have been 
from the beginning for the admission of California 
in its fall length and breadth. That is.one diver- 
sity of opinion which exists between us, and there 
are others of minor importance. But I rose for 
the purpose of endeavoring to correct what I con- 
ceive to be a gross misapprehension: that this 
report or bill—either or both—contained the princi- 
ples embodied in the second of the resolutions of- 
fered by the Senator from Kentucky. If either 
do, I repeat | am against them. 

Mr. CASS. Mr. President, I desire to say but 
a word, 1 much regret the occurrence of this dis- 
cussion, for it is not only premature, but injurious. 
Every gentleman of the committee must judge for 
himself, but for myself I do not think it at all ne- 
cessary to the understanding of my position that I 
should now state what are my particular views 
with respect to the report of the committee. Why, 
sir, it will not be supposed by any man in his 
senses that thirteen men, to whom sucha complex 
subject was committed, involving so many con- 
siderations, and the peace and harmony, nay, 
perhaps, the union of the country, could meet to- 
gether, and discuss and agree on every point. 
Now, it seems to me, and I speak for myself only, 
that it is wholly unnecessary for me to say now 
that I do not agree to all the committee has done, 
nor could any man suppose that I or any other 
member of the committee did; and I think it is bet- 
ter for every Senator, when the measure comes up 
for action, then to state his position. Then they 
will have had time to examine the report of the 
cominittee, which, it was stated, in almost every 
instance, was the conclusions of a majority, except 
in one instance, where it was unanimous. This 
statement precluded no man from disclosing his 
true position, when the measures came up legiti- 
mately to be discussed before the Senate. Ire- 
peat, I consider this discussion premature and 
injurious; and injurious, it seetns to me, to the 
members of this body. It is injurious because it 
commits men, before the subject is fairly before 
them, to positions which the pride of characier and 
opinion, which all men possess, will render them 
unwilling to recede from. Modifications may be 
proposed to these measures that will take from 
them the objections at present existing. What 
gentleman is there here, as the Senator from North 
Carolina [Mr. Maneum] remarked, who is not 
prepared to receive such modifications, but must 
stand on his own ground or on none atall? Be- 


sides, it is injurious to the committee. This par- 
tial discussion, these disclosures, these suggestions 
of facts, will either be erroneously stated. or mis- 
understood, and there is no time to examine them, 
and to meet and repel them, and they will go from 
one end of the country to the other, and the coun- 
try thereby rendered dissatisfied. For instance, 
my friend from Arkansas must have misconceived 
the report of the committee in regard to the fugi- 
tive slave bill. That provision of the report was 
not objected to by a single member of the com- 
mittee, either from the North or the South. How, 
then, can it prove so injurious to the South, when 
seven-thirteenths of the committee, who were 
southern men, accepted and agreed to it? | appeal to 
the Senator if he has not misunderstood the report 
in this instance, and whether this is not an illustra- 
tion of the danger of entering into a discussion of 
it before time has been afforded for its examina- 
tion? 

I trust the report will be printed, and then it can 
be readily understood, and when the measures 
come up for action it will be fully time for gentle- 
men to state their positions. I was merely going 
to add that no gentleman, even though a member 
of the committee, is precluded from the right to 
move a modification of these measures, if he shall 
think proper so to do. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I desire to shrink from 
no responsibility arising from my action as a 
member of this committee; and, as other mem- 
bers of it have thought proper to express their 
views in regard to its action, I desire to add a 
word or two in the same connection, So far as 
this matter is concerned, as a whole, I stand by 
this report; and, although its reasoning is not my 
own, and the report is the emanation of another 
mind, and was drawn by another pen, yet | con- 
cur generally in the reasonings and in the conclu- 
sions arrived at—I mean as a whole system. 
Tke chairman of the committee, the distinguished 
Senator from Kentucky, is the author, and is en- 
titled to all the credit and honor of the language 
of the report. And, I repeat, I concur in the con- 
clusions to which it arrives, under all the circum- 
stances of the case. I do not mean by that to 
deny that if [ were to frame a bill, or a, series of 
measures bearing on this subject myself, I should 
not have made them essentially different in some 
respects; but [ have had too long an experience as 
a member of legislative bodies to suppose that 
every individual can be suited in every particular 
in regard to the details of ordinary matters of Je- 
gislation, and far less in matters of the importance 
of these exciting questions. There is an essential 
difference between this report and these bills, and 
the resolutions introduced early in the session by 
the Senator from Kentucky. They are notsimilar, 
as has been supposed and asserted. I will not now 
enter upon the discussion of the merits or demer- 
its of either, but simply state that one of the lead- 
ing principles of the resolutions of the Senator 
from Kentucky, and the one which drew out the 
most opposition, was the declaration as to what 
was the existing law in the territories. Now, there 
is an utter absence of anything of the kind in 
either the report or the bills. No reference to this 
point is to be found in either, but the whole ques- 
tion is left where the Constitution leaves it. 

If this attempt to establish governments for the 
territories is not to be satisfactory to the great ma- 
jority of the Senate, I must confess that, for one, 
i shall utterly despair of seeing any that will be. 
The proposition is only to extend to the Territories 
of Utah and New Mexico a territorial form of 
government, without referring to the question of 
slavery, either on the one side or the ether. It is 
merely an extension of the laws of the United 
States over their inhabitants, and erecting a civil 


| government for them, leaving their constitutional 


rights, whatever they may be, on the subject of 
slavery, untouched by the legislation of Congress, 
by restriction, extension, or proviso. Then the 
proposition is to admit California with her present 
boundaries; and this is a question upon which 
men may well differ, upon which the committee 
differed, and one which, if it were an original 
question, I should be very glad to modify, so far 
as boundaries are concerned. But, in view of the 
circumstances of the case, and the great object 
proposed to be accomplished, | have felt inclined 
to overlook all objections, and, in view of the 
complicated embarrassments, to adopt the bill, as 
the best manner of settling and adjusting these 


ions. And I believe that in the adop- 
tion of this bilt lies the only chance of securing 
any governments for the territories, at least during 
this session of Congress. 

As to the fugitive slave bill, that is a matter 
already before the Senate, to be discussed and eis- 
posed of when the question shall come up. ‘The 
committee. merely recommend an amendment to 


vexed quest 


ae s i 
it, which can be adopted or rejected, as the Senate 


shall decide. 


The abolition of slavery in the District of Co- | 


lumbia is strongly repudiated. Then there is the 
proposition providing for the abolition of the slave 
trade in the District of Columbia; and this is to 
be done by extending the prohibitory laws of 
Maryland, as they have existed for a long period, 
over the District, 

These are the leading features of the report, and 
I shall be prepared, { trust, at a proper time, if I 
shall deem it necessary for the vindication of these 
measures, to show that this committee acted solely 
with a view to the honorable and peaceful adjust- 


ment of all these questions, and have disposed of 


them, on the whole, most judiciously. They did 


not expect to suit every individual; they were not 


_ themselves individually satisfied with every result 
of their joint action. I certainly was not. 


agree, and they believed it would be satisfactory 
to the country. 


exercise to be judged of when the occasion shall 
arrive. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Is the motion to 
print for the use of the Senate, or for an extra 
number of copies? 

ThePRESIDENT. For the use of the Senate. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I have no objec- 
tion, if the printing is confined to the usual num- 
ber, for the use and information of the Senate; 


though there is, l think, no difficulty in understand- | 
ing the leading features of the report. Being per- || 
spicuous in style, as the Senator from Kentucky || 
usually is, and referring toa subject with which | 


we are already familiar, every one has probably, 
as closely as is important, been able to understand 
it. 
bills introduced into the Senate by the Terri- 
torial Committee, and then referred to this se- 
lect committee 


ed by the Territorial Committee, and was pre- 


pared to act against them when they came be- || 
fore the Senate, and their sanction by the select ; 


committee will not commend them any more to 
my attention. 
bills and kneaded them as unbaked dough, had 


reported something new, I might have found new | 
reasons either to supportor reject them; but bring- | 
ing the two in together will make no difference © 


with me. I was opposed to them separately, 
and must be opposed to both when they are con- 
nected. The motion, however, being confined 
merely to printing, for the use of the Senate, l have 
no desire to prolong the discussion. Lam glad, 
however, that some of the members of the com- 
mittee have thought proper to address the Senate, 
and I am gratified that a large portion of the com- 
mittee appear opposed to the report and accom- 
panying bills. 


Mr. BRIGHT. I do not know that I should have : 


said a word at this time, but for the last remark 


which fell from the honorable Senator from Mis- i 


he infers from what has been said that a majority 
of the committee reporting these measures dissen 
from the report, 


Mr. DAVIS. Oh, no, I did not say a majority, |! 


but a large portion of the committee. If there had 
not beeu a majority in favor of it, | apprehend 
there would have been no report. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Very well; the tenor of my 
friend’s remarks leads to the inference that he 
at least supposes there was only a reluctant assent 


But 
they were satisfied that as a whole system of mea- 
sures, it was the best upon which they could |, 


I shall take the responsibility of | 
supporting it throughout, though there may be mo- 
difications proposed which will make it more 
acceptable. If there shall be, and others of the 
committee shail vote to change it to suit their 
views, I shall reserve the same right to myself, its | 


The object of the report is to support the | 


Now, I have no hesitation in | 
saying that I am against those bills as report- it 


If the committee had taken these |; 


that such a supposition even should exist, either 
here or elsewhere, for it is an erroneous one. 
is true there were of the committee Senators 
objecting to many, or several of the provisions 
contained in the different bills, as well as differing 
in the conclusions expressed in the report; but 
| still, on summing up the whole, the Jabors of the 
committee, as expressed through their distin- 
guished chairman this morning, met with a very 
general acceptance; one which | thought at the 
time, and still think, notwithstanding what has 
been so hastily said in opposition to it, gives earn- 
est of a better state of things in Congress, and 1 
trust throughout the entire country. 

I join, Mr. President, in the general regret ex- 
pressed by our chairman and my friend from 
Michigan, that honorable Senators had not been 
pleased to withhold their condemnation of our la- 
bors until such time as the report and bills were 
printed, laid upon our tables, and time and oppor- 
tunity given to all to read, understand, and reflect 
upon them. e 
some among us who intend not to be satisfied 
with any measure or measures that have the ap- 


|| conservative course, and settle pending contro- 


versies, or whether these exciting, distracting, 
mischievous questions, that have shaken the insu- 
tutions of this country to their centre, shall remain 
open, increasing the means and supplying the ele- 
ment upon which fanaticism feeds. lt is unneces- 


grounds. 


opinions of all sections, and should have for four 
of its members the distinguished Senators from 


gia, and added to this the declaration of our south- 
ern friends that this they asked, and this they 


There is a settled and deep feeling in most of the 


S 

any honestly believe this action on the part of 
' Congress constitutional and necessary. Without 
giving any opinion as to the constitutional power 
i of Congress on the subject, I have no hesitation in 


|! declaring my individual opinion against the neces- 


us. 
reserve my views for another occasion, when I 


all times to reflect, that my course is for the honor 
my duty as one of their Senators. 


I have in my 


gislature of Indiana, directing me to vote for what 
is called the proviso. 


are common with ours, have already relieved their 
Senators from their previous instructions. ‘Lhe 
people of no portion of this broad Confederacy are 
‘more honest, patriotic, intelligent, and devoted to 
; the Union than those whom [| have the honor in 
; part to represent on this floor, and | am far from 


{ 
i 
i 
i 
i 
f 
} 


Verily it looks as though there are | 


pearance of a compromise. And, sir, if the ex- | 
tremes of this Union have made up their minds to | 
this course, it remains to be seen whether there į 
be enough of us left willing to take a great middle | 


a select committee of thirteen gentlemen was made, | 
coupled with the wish that it should be composed | 
of Senators representing the varied and conflicting : 


sity and expediency of such a course in the organ- | 
ization of the territories embraced in the bill before |; 
I shali not enter at large upon this topic, but | 


possession resolutions of instruction from the Le- , 


i rovi The people of the adjoin- £ 
ing State of Michigan, whose interests and objects | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


‘4 sya: i 
to what the committee reported. fam unwilling | 


i 


It: 


Kentucky, Michigan, Massachusetts, and Geor- |, 


desired, with the earnest hope and confident belief 
matters could be adjusted upon such a basis as to | 
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thinking it improbable that, if the actual condition 
of our affairs were by them fully seen and under- 
stood, their Legislature would relieve their Sena- 
tors in like manner. Sir, 1 most deeply regret the 
passage of those resolutions; but, lest I should be 
misunderstood on this point, let me say here that 
the right of instruction forms a part of my political 
creed, and is a right that I have ever recognized, 
and when I shall have refused to obey, let the 
voice of complaint go forth—not before. Several 
honorable Senators, members of the committee, 
have announced their dissent to certain arguments 
and conclusions contained in the report. That 
which is objectionable to one, is acceptable to 
others, and vice versa. It is hardly worth while 
for me to say that there are reasons and conclu- 
sions in the report in which I did not entirely con- 
cur, in committee, and so in two of the bills; but, 
failing in the consummation of my views there, 
and having consented that the report should be 
made, I shall not, in a spirit of cavilling and special 
| pleading, indulge in a reservation of points, or an 
exhibition of ill-timed hostility; and, so far as my 
own personal feelings and opinions are concerned, 
I now endorse it, broadly, distinctly, and em- 
phatically, and pledge myself to our distinguished 
chairman, whose patriotic efforts in this crisis of 
our affairs commands my high admiration, that 
he shall have my humble aid and support through- 
out the struggle. 

But let me say, inconclusion, that if, aftera fair 
i trial, it shall be found the early friends and advo- 
cates of a select committee do not come up to the 
support of their joint measures—if it shall be as- 


!| certained the ultimate admission of California as 
sary for me to say that ] claim to be of that num- || 
ber who desire an adjustment of all these subjects | 
upon fair, just, equitable, and constitutional || 
When the proposition to refer them to | 


a State is put in jeopardy by continuing a union of 
the measures, I shall fall back upon the California 
bill now on our table, and be as zealous and deci- 
| ded in support of her immediate admission as I 
| have been in the support of the combined measure, 
{regret that a high sense of public duty impelled 
me to separate from many of my northern friends 
and the distinguished Senator from Missouri on 
the question of reference. It would have given 
me infinitely less trouble, and I should have es- 
caped much unpleasant criticism, and from those 
whose respect and friendship I appreciate, to have 
banded myself with those opposed to any refer- 
ence of measures. I could have, consistent with 
legislative duty, sheltered myself behind my in- 
structions, and pandered to this one idea, that aims 
to make and unmake men, politically speaking, at 
pleasure. But, had I adopted this course, I should 
have failed in the performance of my duty, and, 


‘more than all, entertaining the opinions I do, 


hope to be able to satisfy those whose opinions |) 
and will itis my duty, as well as my pleasure, at į 


and prosperity of the country, and in obedience to | 


would have forfeited my own self-respect. 
Not to detain the Senate longer, then, I repeat I 
i shall sustain the measures as they are, up to the 
point where hope of success fails—which | trust 


li and believe will not be reached; but if itshould, I 
shall be found pressing the new State of California 


into shape with as much zeal and singleness of 
purpose as any Senator on this floor. 

' The question being taken on the motion to print, 

_ it was agreed to. 


Mr. FOOTE. I shall not press my motion for 


_ printing an additional number of copiesat this mo- 
: ment. 
free States in favor of the express inhibition of : 
lavery by Congress in all territorial governments. i 


When the report comes before us in print, 
and gentlemen have had an opportunity to exam- 
ine it, I presume they will not object to the mo- 
tion; and if they do, Í think 1 shall feel bound to 


i renew it. 


On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspar, May 9, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

The SPEAKERannounced the regular business 
of the morning hour to be the call of committees 
| for reports, commencing where the call was last 
_ suspended, with the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
Mr. Mc WILLIE was appointed by the Speaker 


: to fill the vacancy on the investigating committee 


raised on the motion of Mr. Sranty, in the place 
of Mr. Incr, of Alabama, who was yesterday ex- 
cused from service on said committee, 

Mr. WALDO, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, reported the following bills, 
which were severally read a first and second time 
by their tides, referred to a Committee of the 
Whole House, and, with the reports accompany- 
ing, ordered to be printed, viz: 
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A bill for the relief of Isaac Cobb; and 

A bill for the relief of Martha Dameron. 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, made 
adverse reports in the following cases, which were 
ordered to lie on the table and be printed, viz: 

The petition of Stephen Allen, for a pension; 

The petition of Eda Tuck, fora pension; 

The petition of Joshua Woodward, of Michi- 
gan, for a pension for revolutionary services; ’ 

The petition of the heirs of Lieutenant Stephen 
Riggs, for a pension for his revolutionary services; 

The petition of Elizabeth Wright, the widow of 
William Wright, of North Carolina, praying for 
the benefits of the act of July, 1838, granting pen- 
sions to the widows of revolutionary soldiers; 

The petition of Jacob Slingerland for an increase 
of pension; i 

The petition of Handly Donaldson, of Martin 
county, Indiana, for a pension; : 

The petition of Levi Foster, for a pension for 
meritorious services during the revolutionary 
war; and . 

The petition of the heirs of Joshua Hill, de- 
ceased, asking for an amount of pension which 
their father ought to have received. r 

On motion by Mr. WALDO, the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions was discharged from the 
further consideration of the following petitions and 


memorials, and they were ordered to lie on the | 


table, viz: 

The petition of William Peirce, for relief, on 
account of revolutionary services; S 

The petition of John Caldwell, an old soldier, 
asking for a gratuity; ` 

The memorial of the soldiers of the late war 
with Great Britain, asking for bounty land; 

The memorial of citizens of Wabash, Kosci- 
usko, Grant, and Huntingdon counties, Indiana, 
soldiers in the war of 1812, and under Wayne 
during his Indian campaigns, asking for some com- 
pensation in kind and mode as is now paid to 
soldiers of the Revolution; 

The memorial of Uriab Young and seventy 
other citizens of the county of Warren, State of 
New York, praying that the death of a widow, 
after the passage of the act of the 7th of July, 
1838, and before the passage of the joint resolu- 
tion of the 16uh August; 1842, shall not prevent 
her children from receiving the same annuity 
which she would have received by virtue of said 
act and resolution from the 4th of March, 1836, to 
the day of her death. 

Mr. WALDO said the objects of some of these 
petitions were provided for ina bill now before the 
Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. HAY, from the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
siens, reported the following bills, which were 
severally read a first and second time by their 
titles, and referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and, with the reports accompanying, or- 
dered to be printed, viz: 

A bill for the relief of Willim Lynch; 

A bill for the relief of James F. Green; 

A bill for the relief of James Maines; 

A. bill for the relief of Isaac Downs; and 

A bill for the relief of George C. Thomas. 

On motion by Mr. HAY, the Committee un In- 
valid Persions was discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of Samuel Menifred, 
of Marion county, Virginia, who served in the 
Rangers in 1794, asking for a pension, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions, 

On motion by Mr. MATTESON, the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions was discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the memorial of Mrs. Kath- 
arine Keller, the widow of John Keller, deceased, 
for a pension; and it was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Pensions. _ 

TERRITORIAL BILLS, 

Mr. RICHARDSON, from the Committee on 
Territories, reported a bill entitled An act to 
amend certain acts entitled, An act to establish the 
territorial government of Oregon, and An act to 
establish the territorial government of Minnesota; 
which was read a first and second time by its title, 
referred to a Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, from the Committee on 
Territories, reported the following resolution, which 
was read and adopted, viz: 

Resolved That the 28th and 29th instant be set apart for 
the transaction of territorial business of Oregon and Min- 
nesota,”? 


| Mr. OLDS, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported the following bills; which were 
severally read a first and second time by their 
titles, referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
and , with the bills accompanying, ordered to be 
printed, viz: 

A hill for the relief of Gardner Herring; 

A bill for the relief of Emily Stone, the widow 
of the late Dr. Benjamin Stone; and 

A bill for the relief of Sylvanus S. Blodget. 

Mr. LEFFLER, from the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions, reported the following bills; which 
were read a firstand second time by their titles, 
referred to a Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and, with the reports accompanying, 
ordered to be printed, viz: 

A bill for the relief of William B. Edwards; and 
* A bill for the relief of Morris K. Simons. 

Mr. LEFFLER, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report on the petition of Jesse W. Hol- 
lister, for increase of pension; which was ordered 
to lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. AVERETT, from the Committee on In- 


petition of John Lusk for a pension; which was 
ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. HARLAN, from the Committee on Patents, 
reported a bill for the extension of the privilege 
secured by letters patent therein mentioned to 
Zebulon Parker and Austin Parker; which was 
read a first and second time by its title, referred to 
a Committee of the Whole House, and, with the 
report accompanying, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. EL. said he had reported the bill at the re- 
quest of the Committee on Patents. By so doing, 
he did not consider himself as commiyed in favor 
of the bill. 


REPAIRS OF THE HALL, &e. 


Mr. KING, of Massachusetts, from the Com- 
mittee on Accounts, reported the following resolu- 
tion, viz: 

Resolved, That during the recess of Congress the Clerk of 
the House shall not canse any alterations, additiuns, or re- 
pairs to he made in the hall of the House, the Offices, or 
committee rooms of the same, or in the furnishing thereof, 
except by the advice and consent of the Commissioner of 
Public Buildings. 

The resolution having been read— 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be on 
the adoption thereof. 

Mr. RICHARDSON asked that the resolution 
might be again read. 

And the resolution having been read— 

Mr. RICHARDSON moved that it be laid 
upon the table. 

The question was taken on that motion, and the 
affirmative vote was declared to be 55. 

Mr. RICHARDSON asked for the yeas and 
nays. 

Mr. BINGHAM requested that the resolution 
might be again read. 

Mr. WENTWORTH expressed the hope that 
some explanation would be given of the resolu- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER requested the House to come 
to order. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, would like, he 
said, to ask a question of the Speaker, 

The SPEAKER. The reading of the resolu- 
tion has been again called for. The gentleman 
from Tennessee [ Mr. Sranron] will suspend his 
remarks until order has been restored. Gentlemen 
are requested to resume their seats, and suspend 
their conversation. 

Order having been restored, and the resolution 
having been again read, 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, rose to inquire 
of the Speaker whether any alterations could at 


Speaker of the House? 


difficulty in replying to the inquiry of the gentle- 
man from Tennessee, [Mr. Stantoy.] But the 


whole merits of the question, ata time when a mo- 
tion was pending to lay the resolution on the table. 

Mr. STANTON. All that l desired was to as- 
certain a single fact. 

The SPEAKER said, the Chair would state 
that the Speaker of the House had no control over 
the expenditures of the contingent fund in these 
matters. ‘That fund was under the control of the 
Clerk of the House. 


Mr. RICHARDSON (at the request of several 


valid Pensioners, made an adverse report on the | 


present be made without the order or consent of the |. 


The SPEAKER said, the Chair could have no | 


gentleman would observe that that would open the į 


= 


gentlemen in different parts of the Hall) withdrew 
his motion to lay on the table. 

So the motion to Jay on the table was with- 
drawn, 

And the question then recurring on the adoption 
of the resolution, 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, said he desired 
to be informed whether, under the present rules, 
or laws, or whatsoever it might be which gov- 
erned the operations proposed to be reached by 
this resolution, such alterations as might be re- 
quired could be made except by the order, or at 
least, without the consent of the Speaker. If such 
was the case, he (Mr. S.) did not see why the 
change should be made, and the disposition of the 
arrangements of the Hall and the committee rooms 
|; be taken from the House itself, and given to the 
Commissioner of Public Buildings, who could not 
be presumed to know what were the conveniences 
which the House required. If he (Mr. S.) was 
mistaken in supposing that these alterations and 
arrangements had heretofore been made under the 
order of the Speaker, he would be happy to be 
corrected. f 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has already stated 
that the Speaker of the House has no control over 
the expenditure of the contingent fund of the 
House in relation to the furniture of the Hall and 
the committee rooms. The Chair is not aware 
that the Speaker has any control over the expendi« 
tures proposed to be reached by the resolution re- 
|| ported from the Committee on Accounts. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. Is the fund 
under the control of the Clerk of the House? 

: The SPEAKER. Itisunder the control of the 
| Clerk of the House, but subject to the revision of 
the Committee on Accounts. 

Mr. STANTON. Then I should desire to see 
the resolution so amended as to strike out “the 
Commissioner of Public Buildings,” and insert 
t‘ Speaker of the House.” ; 

Mr. KING, of Massachusetts, chairman of the 
Committee on Accounts, said that there did not 
appear to be any law, or positive regulation, by 
which the Clerk of the House was restricted in 
making alterations or repairs in the arrangement 
or furniture of the Hall and of the committee 
| rooms. The resolution, as reported from the 
| Committee on Accounts, proposed to cover the 
| time during the recess of Congress, when no 
Speaker was here, or when no Speaker was in ex- 
istence at all, as was the fact from the months of 
March to December in every alternate year, Fol- 
lowing the usage of the Senate, where the pre- 
siding officer of the body was always in existence, 
and more or less present at the seat of Govern- A 
ment, there might be some expediency in intrusting 
these matters to the Clerk. But sometimes, as he 
had stated, there was for months together no 
| Speaker of the House. The consequence was 
| that a large discretion had been left to the Clerk, 
| The committee had had some experience which 
| showed them the propriety of adopting some rule 
or regulation, in relation to the expenditure of the 
contingent fund of the House. He did not mean 
to be understood as saying that the last Clerk of 
| the House had exercised a larger discretion than 
| any other gentleman who had preceded him, 
| When the new Committee on Accounts met for 
| 
i 
| 


$ 


| the first time, at the commencement of the present 
session of Congress, they found bills toa very large 
amount to be audited and passed for re 
work, &c., done during the last recess, by order of 
the Clerk of the last House. As the Speaker of 
the House well knew, a large amount of money had 
been expended for refurnishing the Speaker’s room, 
Now, the Speaker of the last House had not been 
consulted, and there was no Speaker in existence 
at the time the work was done. Nor, according 
ii to the rule, or, more properly speaking, he should 


furniture, 


: say the usage, of the House, (for, as he had stated, 
: there was no positive rule or regulation upon the 
, Subject,) was It the duty of the Clerk to consult 
j any one in relation to this or any other expendi- 
| ture. Gentiemen must have seen that the Hall, 
| from the floor to the ceiling, had been entirely re- 
| fitted. It had been done at an expense of a good 
| many thousand dollars. Of course there was no 
one of whom the Clerk did, or could, take advice, 
| Mr. WINTHROP rose, and 

| Mr. KING yielding the floor for the purpose 
i Mr. W., confirming a remark of Mr. Kuye’s, 
| was understood to say that the late Clerk had ne 
| one with whom to consult and did consult no ong 
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so amended, would cease to be disrespectful to the 
Clerk, and the two officers would obviously be put 


i i j ion i the expenditures which 
in relation to the arrangements made during the | sanction in advance to p 
eee. When he (Mr. W.) came here at the | these officers might think proper to make. As 


upon an equal footing. 


2 the present session, he found || things now stood, the House did not sanction in 
commencenert. of the p : advena the proceedings of the Clerk. He relied, 
as to the expenditures which he, directed to be 
made, on his own judgment, and of the subsequent 
sanction of the House. 

Mr. RICHARDSON resumed the floor, but 
again yielded to— . 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, who said that he 
hoped the gentleman from Ilinois, [Mr. Ricu- 
ARDSON,] would now present the amendment 
which he had suggested. He (Mr. McL.) was 
very sure that the House understood that this was 
a simple question as to whether the job of furnish- 
ing the Hall of the House and the committee 
rooms, should be given out by the Clerk, or b 
the Commissioner of Public Buildings. lt was “a 
question beneath the consideration of this House. 
if the House had elected a Clerk who was respon- 
sible to it, and if the President and Senate had ap- 
pointed a Commissioner on Public Buildings, who 
was made responsible also, let each of these ofti- 
cers perform his appropriate duties. Let the con- 
tingent fund of the House be disbursed by the 
proper officer of the House, who received this fund 
from the Treasury of the United States, and who 
gave bonds for its safe keeping. Let him be con- 
trolled, as he now was, by the Committee on Ac- 
counts; and letthe Commissioner on the Public 
Buildings remain in his appropriate sphere of 
duty. If the majority of the House chose to take 
this duty from the Clerk, let them do so. But let 
them not make such an issue as was presented in 
this proposition. And, if the gentleman from Jl- 
linois, (Mie. Rrefiarpson,] who had courteously 
yielded the floor, to allow him (Mr. McL.) to 
make these few remarks, would consent, he would 
move that the whole subject be laid upon the table. 


the Speaker’s room, which he (Mr. W.) had had 
the honor to occupy during the two preceding ses- | 
sions, entirely refurnished. He could bear his 
testimony that the room needed the change, and 
he rejoiced that his honorable successor [Mr. 
Cors] had had the advantage of a better outfit 
than he (Mr. W.) enjoyed. But he had never 
been consulted in regard to farnishing the Hail 
itself, or any other part of the Capitol. 

Mr. KING resumed. The House would not, | 

she hoped, understand him as saying that the ex- 
penditures were either unnecessary or extravagant. 
All he intended to say was, that it was the duty 
of the committee to make a report to the House, 
in order that the House might make such regula- | 
tions as would bring these matters more immedi- 
ately under control. And such a course, he sub- |! 
mitted, was called for. The gentleman said he || 
would not take the control of these matters from | 
the House itself. It had been usual to direct re- 
pairs to be done with the advice of the Speaker. 
No one could bea fairer person to whom to in- 
trust the duty contemplated by the resolution than 
the Commissioner of Public Buildings. | 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, rose- to make an /} 
Inquiry. 

Mr. KING yielded the floor. 

Mr. McLANE desired, he said, to inquire 
whether the Clerk of the House did not hold over 
until his successor should be elected; and whether |i 
he did not give bonds in respect to the contingent | 
fund which might be placed in his hands? 

Mr. KING said, there was no doubt that the 
Clerk was not authorized to pay moneys out of the | 
contingent fund except by order of the committee. ; 
But during the recess of Congress, there was an || 
expenditure of some ten to twenty thousand dol- | 
lars. The committee came here and found that | 
this amount of expenditure had actually been made, |! 
and they were asked to direct its payment. If! 
there was a question which deserved the consider- 
ation of the House, this, he thought, was one. He i 


i 
Hi 
i 
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Mr. RICHARDSON said he was satisfied that ! 


the object to be attained by the resolution was 
such as the gentleman from Maryland, who had 
just taken his seat, [Mr. McLane, }] had suggested 
—namely, whether the Commissioner of Public 
Buildings or the Clerk of the House of Represent- 


dt was not suggested that 
one was to seek the other and get his consent. 
He (Mr. W.) had voted against most of his polit- 
ical friends, but he was in favor of putting the Clerk 
of this House under this restraint. lt did not put 
power, except in the negative form, in the hands 
of the Commissioner of Public Buildings. If he 
(Mr. W.) mizht be allowed to use a political 
phrase, it was a mere veto power in his hands. 
If he had objections, nothing could be done; he 
could not himself do anything. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, interposed, 
and (Mr. W. yielding for explanation) suggested 


| to the gentleman from South Carolina, to substi- 


tute for the Commissioner of Public Buildings, 


| the Committee on Accounts, so as to provide that 


these alterations and repairs should not be made’ 
without the sanction of the Committee on Ac- 
counts. 

Mr. WOODWARD. If any gentleman wishes 
to amend my amendment, l do not know that I 
shall object to his proposition, but for the present, 
I will let my amendment stand. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state to the 
gentleman from South Carolina that, pending his 
amendment, an amendment to insert the Com- 
mittee on Accounts would not be in order, be- 
cause it is not introduced as an amendment to the 
amendment, but an amendment to another part of 
the resolution. 

Mr. WOODWARD (resuming) said he was 
going to say that the funds which had been put at 
the discretion of the Clerk of this House for the 
furnishing of the committee rooms had not been 
judiciously applied. He asked gentlemen to look 
into the different committee rooms and see how 
different were the accommodations. The Clerk 
might be called upon by some member to have 
his committee room very elegantly furnished, and 
as the members of the House were the constitu- 
ents of the Clerk, he could not well refuse to do it; 
and thus they found the contingent fund of the 


repeated the disclaimer he had made of any inten- | 
tion to reflect upon the last Clerk of the House, i 
or any other officer. He (Mr. K.) alluded to a |! 


vault (as the reporter understood) which had been 


atives should have the letting of the jobs. The 
House, if it should pass this resolution, would 
yield these expenditures up to an officer over 
whom it had no control. He would, therefore, 


built, at a large expense, under the authority of a || withdraw the amendment which he had sent to 
| the Clerk’s table, and would move that the sub- 


former Clerk, for the purpose of depositing the | 

public money, though he (Mr. K.) was not aware || ject be laid upon the table. 

that there had been at any time the sum of five I| The question on that motion was taken, and the | 
hundred dollars upon hand, because, as gentlemen |! affirmative vote was declared tobe 60. 

weil knew, the moneys were kept at the banks, |! Mr. COBB, of Alabama, asked the yeas and 
through which the business was carried on. He !! nays, which were ordered. 

referred, also, to another item of unnecessary ex- | 
penditure which had been incurred, as evidencing |) lution. 

the necessity and propriety of the interposition of . It was read accordingly. | 
the House in some such manner as that suggested || The question was taken and decided in the neg- 
by the resolation. | ative—yeas 66, nays 76; as follows: 

Mr. RICHARDSON moved to amend the reso- | YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bayly, 
lution by striking outall after the word “ except,” i Bewe, Booth, Bowdon, Bowie, bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. 
and adding the words, “ unless previously directed `! Brown, Witiam J. Brown, Joseph Cable, G. aA. Caldwell, 
by the Committee on Accounts or the Committe {| Carter, W. R. W. Cobb, Coicuck, Diumick, Edmundson, 

Publie E di ” Futier, Gorman, Greene, Ball, Haralson, Hailan, Lshain 
on Pubic r xpen itures, A But G. Harris, S. W. Harris, Hibbard, Howard, Inge, Robert W. 
Mr. RICHARDSON yielded the floor to—- i; Jobnson, Jones, La Seré, Leter, Litefield, McClernand, 
Mr. STANTON, of ‘Tennessee, who said, he | aarti oe M. McLane, McMullen, McQueen, 
sant McWillie, Milson, Morse, Morton, Orr, Parker, Peasice 
had no objection to the amendment of the gentle- Peck, Powel, Richardson, Ross, Sawtelle, Seddon, F. P 
man from Lilinois, [Mr. RICHARDSON;] but he (Mr. | Stanton, R. H. Stauton, Stetson, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, 
8.) regarded the proposition of the Committee on Wilham Thompson, Venable, Waldo, Wallace, Wihiitlesey, 
Accounts as being in the highest degree impolite. | Wildriek, and Wood—66. 
r . : Be ee. polluc. |)  NAYs—Messrs. Alexander Anderson, Bennett, Bing- | 
The contingent fund was a privileged fund, to be i| bam, Briggs, Brooks, Buel, Burrows, Chester Butler, T. B. | 
expended under the direction of the House. If | Buuer, J. P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Clarke, 
the House provided by resolution that the Clerk, | Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, 
by simply consulting the Commissioner of P 2 9 Evans, Fowler, Gott, Gould, Halloway, Hay, H 
Buildings, could make any alterations seie i Hebard, Howe, Hunter, Witiam T. Jackson, Audrew John- i 
pleased, or whichkthe two gentiemen upon consult- | 
ation together might please, the House would in | 


i 


i 

i 
Duncan, i; 
aymoud, i| 


sop, Kaufman, Daniel P. King, George G. King, Presion 
i 


King, Marshall, Matteson, Mc Donatd, MeGaughey, Meach- 
an, Moore, Morris, Nelsons Arwel Osle, Outlaw, Phelps, H 
a mesure sanction in advance any expenditure | fitneys Koner Patna Reed, Ky bois vey, Whois, 
which might be made. As the matter now stood, || Thaddeus Stevens, Sweetser, Taylor, John B. Thompson, 
the Clerk acted upon his responsibility and judg- || Toombs, Tack, Van D; ke, Vinton, Watkins, Weniwortn, |! 
ment and was at all times responsible tothe House |; Williams, Wilson, aud Woodward—70, ! 
and to the Committee on Accounts. He(Mr. S.) So the House refused to la 
did not suppose that any change could be made 
for the better in the arrangement as it now existed. ! 
There was, as gentlemen were aware, a general 


the table. i 
Mr. WOODWARD moved to amend the reso- | 
law regulating the contingent fund; and the Clerk, | 
under the control of the House, was bound to con- 


lation by striking out the words “with the con 
form to that law. 


y the resolution on , 


sent and advice,” and to substitute therefor the 
words ‘*with the concurrence.” 

The objection was made by some gentlemen to 
the bill that it made the Clerk of the House sub- 
ordinate to the Commissioner of Public Buildings. 
Now, the words “with the concurrence,” would | 


obviate any such construction; and the resolution ji 


Mr. PHELPS called for the reading of the reso- | 


: recesses of Congress. 


House exhausted perhaps for the benefit of a very 
| few members of the House. The fat of the 
panes oa| accommodations now found to exist in 
the different committee rooms showed that the 
| discretion of the Clerk, without any restraint, had 
not done well. He could not see what harm was 
to result from requiring the concurrence of the 
| Commissioner of Public Buildings, which would 
| Operate as a restraint upon the Clerk. 
| Mr. HOUSTON, interposing, (and Mr. W. 
yielding,) said he would suggest that there was a 
| committee to whom the supervision of all the 
rooms in the Capitol, he apprehended, was dele- 
gated, under the rules of the House—viz: the 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. He 
was aware that it had been the practice for a long 
series of years to give to the Clerk of the House 
the supervision of the Hall of Representatives, 
i and of all the committee rooms of the House, and 


that he had directed repairs and furnishing to 
| be made from time to time. 
rin his (Mr. [l.’s) opinion, was wrong. 


The whole system, 
: The 
furnishing and repairs should be authorized by a 


| regular system of appropriation, asked for by the 


Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, and 


; should be expended under the supervision and 
| direction of the Commissioner of Public Buildings. 


He hoped, therefore, if the honorable member had 
any change to propose it might be on the basis 


i which he (Mr. H.) suggested. 


Mr. WOODWARD. Do I understand the 


| honorable gentleman from Delaware to abject to 


the proposition reported by the committee? 

Mr. HOUSTON. I do not know exactly what 
the resolution is, and I shall be under the neces- 
sity of calling for the reading of the resolution 
again before lam prepared to answer the question, 
But I merely threw out the suggestion which | 


i made in reply to observations which have fallen 


from the honorable member since } came in. 


Mr. WOODWARD resumed the floor, but 


| yielded again at the request of 


Mr. McDONALD, who said that the object of 


‘this resolution, us understood by the Committee 
on Accounts, was to limit the discretion of the 


Clerk in the expenditures to be made during the 
s lt did not relate to ex- 
penditures while Congress was m session, when 


j it was supposed by the committee that the House 


had the control of these matters; but it provided for 
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the recesses, when this contingent fund was under 
the control of the Clerk, and had heretofore been 
expended at his own discretion. The committee 
were of opinion that the concurrence of the Com- 
missioner of Public Buildings should be required. 
So far as he (Mr. McD.) was concerned, he was 
perfectly willing to see the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina adopted. The change 
of language proposed by it did not materially 
change the effect of the resolution. There was un- 
doubtedly some necessity ,and a growing necessity, 
for some restraint upon the Clerk in his improve- 
ments and repairs made in this Hall and in the 
‘committee rooms during the recesses of Congress, 
and no man could know this fact as well as those 
who occupied the position in which he (Mr. 
McD.) had been placed during this session upon 
the Committee on Accounts—the committee before 
which these accounts were continually coming 


in. 

Mr. WOODWARD (resuming) said he had no 
objection that they should constitute a contingent 
fund sufficient to furnish the very best accommo- 
dations ‘to all the committee rooms. He looked 
to the inequality in the expenditures which had 
heretofore been made. If, as the geneman from 
Delaware stated, the application, the control of 
this fund belonged properly not to the Clerk, but 
to the Committee on Accounts, it showed that the 
discretion of the Clerk had worked much worse 
than he (Mr. W.) had supposed—the committee 
had not controlled the Clerk. 

He proposed, therefore, to amend the language 
of the resolution so far as it seemed disrespectful 
to the Clerk, and substitute ‘* concurrence” for 
“ advice and consent.” 

Mr. PRESTON KING said, the object of this 
resolution was merely to restrain the expenditures 
of the Clerk from the contingent fund during the 
recesses of Congress. During the sessions of the 
House it did not propose to throw any additional 
restraint over him. In his judgment that restraint 
would be better imposed by inserting after the 
word “except,” the words, “by the previous 
order of the House.’? There was no reason why 
this concurrent control should be passed over to 
the Commissioner of Public Buildings—an officer 
who was not responsible to the House. The 
House should have the entire control of its con- 
tingent fund. He moved the amendment, which 
he had suggested, as an amendment.to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from South Carolina. 

The SPEAKER stated that the proposition of 
the gentleman from New York would not be in 
order as an amendment to the amendment of the 
gentleman from South Carolina, as it applied to 
another part of the resolution; and suggested that 
the gentleman would accomplish his object by 
moving as a substitute for the resolution, the res- 
olution as he wished it amended. 

Mr. KING (accepting the suggestion) moved 
to strike out the entire resolution, and insert in 
lieu thereof the same resolution, modified by in- 
serting after the word ‘‘ except,” the words, * by 
the previous order of the House.” 

Mr. CARTTER. I havea resolution which I 
wish to offer asa substitute for the entire resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. C.’s proposed substitute was sent up to the 
Clerk to be read. ‘ 

Mr. HOUSTON asked if it would be in order 
at this time to call for the reading of the original 
resolution? 

The SPEAKER. 
amendment is read. 

Mr. Carrter’s substitute was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That no expenditure shall hereafter be made for 
the purpose of furnishing or refitting the Hall of the House, 
or connmittee rooms thereof, out of the contingent fund €x- 
cept by resolution specifying the object and amount of such 
appropriation. 

The original resplution was then again read. 

Mr. KING said he was satisfied with the sub- 
stitute of the gentleman from Ohio, and he would 
withdraw his motion. 

The substitute of Mr. Carrrer being thus re- 
cei ved— 

Mr. CARTTER said, there appeared to be a 
concurrence among gentlemen in this Hall in refer- 
ence to the necessity of restraining the profligate 
expenditures of the contingent fund of the House, 
for the furnishing and refitting of the Hall and of 
the committee rooms; and the remedy proposed for 
the difficulty was, to refer the Clerk of the House 


It will be read as soon as the 


expenditures. 


over to the .Commissioner of Public Buildings. 
Now he liked the purpose which gentleman had in 
view. if there was any of the funds of the Gov- 
ernment which. was liable to be squandered and 
profligately expended, it was the contingent fund, 
and for the reason that there was no specified object 
or limitation toitsexpenditure. It rested inthe dis- 
cretion of the Clerk, and that discretion had-not here- 
tofore been properly exercised, as was exhibited in 
the distinction which had been made in the furni- 
ture of the committee rooms. Whether there had 
been fidelity on the part of the Clerk he did not 
know; it was immaterial. Let them go into the 
room of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and 
they found it furnished like a palace; let them 
enter the room adjoining it, and they found it fur-. 
nished very simply and meagerly. Why this 
distinction had been taken, he did not know. It 
did not exist in any particular superiority of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs over the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs that he was aware of. 
Still, the distinction existed, and it had been made 
under the exercise of discretion on the part of the 
Clerk. 

What was proposed by the resolution before 
the House, reported from the Committee on Ac- 
counts? To restrain the Clerk, by turning him 
over to the Commissioner of Public Buildings. 
Now he would as soon think of reforming sin, 
by referring it to the devil; and it would have as 
much effect. The business of the Commissioner 
of Public Buildings was to expend money. He 
was hired for that purpose. The very office led to 


What was the object of referring this subject 
abroad from the House? Did not the members of 
the House understand what their conveniences 
here required? Did not the committees know 
what conveniences they required in their com- 
mittee rooms? Certainly they did. And if so, 
what better direction could be given to the expend- 
itures for refitting and furnishing them, than the 
direction of this House? Gentlemen told them 
that the contingent fund was required to be ex- 
pended in the vacation of Congress—when Con- 
gress was not here to supervise the expenditures. 
The committee rooms, he thought, would take 
care of themselves during the recesses; and if any 
of them needed refitting, and new-furnishing, he 
would guafanty, that the committees who occu- 
pied them would find it out soon enough after | 
Congress met. 

Mr. CROWELL interposed, and inquired of 
his coileague if he knew at whose request the 
room of the Committee on Foreign Affairs had 
been fitted up? 

Mr. CARTTER replied that he did not know. 
He had accidentally stumbled into that palace the 
other day, and was blinded by its dazzling rich- 
ness, and he had got out of it as quickly as he 
could. 

Mr. BAYLY demanded the previous question. 

Mr. HOUSTON requested the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. Bayty] to withdraw the motion tor 
afew moments. 

Mr. BAYLY not replying on the moment, 

The SPEAKER inquired whether the gentle- 
man from Virginia [Mr. BayLy] withdrew the de- 
mand for the previous question? 

Mr. BAYLY. | want to take up and dispose 
of the deficiency bill. k is more important that | 
we should do so, than that we should be discuss- 
ing this resolution. 1 must insist on the demand I 
have made for the previous question. 

Mr. MASON. As a member of the Commit- | 
tee on Accounts, by whom tbis resolution has 
been reported, and finding that gentlemen do not 
at all understand its object, I ask the House not į 
to sustain the demand for the previous question, at 
least until the proposition is understood. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is reminded 
that no remarks are now in order. 

The question was then taken on the demand for 
the previous question, and, by ayes 70, noes not 
counted, there was a second. 

And the main question was ordered to be now 
taken. | 

Which main question was, first, on agreeing to | 
the amendment of the gentleman from South Caro- | 
lina, [Mr. Woopwarp.] 

Mr. CROWELL called for the reading of the 
amendment, 

The original resolution and the amendment{were 
both read. l 


yeasand nays were not ordered. 


And the question was then taken, and decided 
in the afirmative, without a division. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The question then recurred on the substitute 
offered by Mr. Carter for the whole proposition. 

The substitute having been read— 

Mr. SACKETT inquired if an amendment 
could now be offered? 

The SPEAKER replied in the negative. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, asked the yeas 
and nays on the substitute. ` 

A count was taken, and the SPEAKER said the 


Mr. VENABLE caled for tellers on ordering 
the yeas and nays. And, tellers having been or- 
dered, Mr. VexasLe, of North Carolina, and Mr. 
Fow er, of Massachusetts, were appointed. 

And the count having been again taken, and 38 
members voting in favor thereof, the yeas and nays 
were ordered. 

Mr. CARTTER called for the reading of the 
substitute; which was again read, 

_ And the question was then taken, and decided 
in the affirmative; yeas 86, nays 61; as follows: 

Y£BAS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Alston, Anderson, 
Ashe, Averett, Bay, Beale, Bennett, Bingham, Bocock, 
Bowie, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Burrows, Chester Butler, 
Thomas B: Buyer, Joseph Cabie, George A. Caldwell, Jo- 
seph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Cartter, Cleveland, 
Clingman, W. R. W. Cobb, Corwin, Crowell, Dickey, 
Dimmick, Dunbam, Durkee, Edmundson, Nathan Evans, 
F ich, Fowler, Hall, Harlan, Isham u. Harris, Sampsou Wy 
Harris, Hay, Hunter, Audrew Johnson, Robert W. John- 
son, Jujian, Kautman, Kerr, Preston King, La Sére, Leffler, 
Lituetield, Marshall, MeLanaban, Robert M. McLane, Me- 
Willie, Meacham, Miilson, Morris, Morton, Ogle, Orr, 
Peaske, Pouer, Powell, Richardson, Ross, Sawtelle, Shep- 
perd, Spra.ue, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, 
Swison, Sweetser, ‘Thomas, Jacob Thompson, William 
Thompson, Toombs, Waldo, Wallace, Watkins, Went- 
worth, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Williams, Wiuthrop, and 
Woot—s6. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayly, Booth, Bowdon, Briggs, William 
J. Brown, Buel, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Colcock, Conger, 
Duncan, Fuller, Goti, Gould, Halloway, Elaralson, Hay- 
mond, Hebard, Hibbard, Houston, Howard, Howe, W. ‘I’. 
Jackson, Jamesa L. Johnson, Daniel P. King, George G. 
King, John A. King, Mason, Matteson, MeClernand, Me- 
Donaid, MeDowell, McQueen, Moore, Nelson, Newell, 
Otis, Outlaw, Parker, Peck, Phelps, Putnam, Reed, Rey- 
nolda, Risley, Robbins, Rose, Rumsey, Savage, Schenck, 
Schooleraft, Seddon, Thaddeus Stevens, Strung, Taylor, 
John B. Thompson, Tuck, Van Dyke, Vinton, and Woud- 
ward—61. 

So the substitute amendment of Mr. CARTTER 
was agreed to. : 

The question then recurring on the adoption of 
the resolution, as thus amended— i 

Mr. HUBBARD moved to lay the resolution 
on the table. 

Mr. HALL called for the yeas and nays on that 
motion; but they were refused. 

The question was then taken, and decided in 
the negative—ayes 48, noes 73. 

So the resolution was not laid on the table. 

The question recurring on the adoption of the 
resolution as amended, was taken, and decided in 
the affirmative, without a division. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. CARTTER moved to reconsider the vote, 
and to lay that motion on the table; which latter 


motion was agreed to. 
FUNERAL EXPENSES OF THE LATE CLERK. 


Mr. KING, of Massachusetts, from the Com- 
mittee on Accounts, reported the following reso- 
lution; which, being read, was agreed to, viz: 

Resolved, That the Cierk be directed to pay out of the 
comingent fund of the House, under the supervision of the 
Committee on Accounts, the expenses attending the funeral 
of Thomas J. Campbell, late Clerk, and the conveyance of 
his remaius to his late residence in ‘Tennessee. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, moved that the 
House proceed to the consideration of the business 
on the Speaker’s table. He stated that he made 
the motion with the concurrence of the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means [Mr. 
Baycy ] : 

Pending this motion, 

On motion by Mr. SAWTELLE, the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Claims were discharged from 
the further consideration of thé petitions of Peter 


' Hilton and John Quinton, praying fur pensions 


for revolutionary services, and they were referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 
TONNAGE DUTIES. 
The question recurred on the motion of Mr. 
McLane, to proceed to the business on the Speak- 
er’s table. 


Mr. JONES. 
be in order. 


I understand that debate will 
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Tne SPEAKER. The. motion is to proceed 
regularly. The Chair will state that there js a bill 
of this House on the Speaker’s table, which should, 
in regular order, have been acted on before, but it 
was misplaced, and therefore passed by when it 
was in order, The question is on the passage of 
the bill. 

The title of the bill was reported, as follows: 

« A bill to continue in force an act therein men- 
tioned in relation to the port of Baltimore.” 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, addressed the 
Speaker, and was recognized. He proceeded to say 
that this bill had heen laid aside at the request of the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Purwam.] That 
gentleman was not present in Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, when he (Mr. 
McL.) had made a brief explanation in regard to | 
the bill, upon which explanation the committee 
had directed it to be reported to the House. He 
begged the attention of the gentlemen of the House 
for a single moment, It was a bill to continue in 
force an act of the State of Maryland, which had 
been continued from time to time 

Mr. PUTNAM here interposed, and claimed the 
floor, having had it awarded to him when the bill 


was last under consideration. Hesaid he hadno ob. | 
jection to hearing the explanation of the gentleman | 


from Maryland, but he should object to the gen- 


tleman’s moving the previous question, as he did | 


not know but it was his design to do, 

The SPEAKER sustained the claim of Mr. 
Purnam to the floor, stating that he had awarded 
it to the gentleman from Maryland, forgetting at 
the moment that the gentleman from New York 
was entitled to it. 

Mr. PUTNAM accordingly took the floor, and 
proceeded to address the House. He said: The 
bill under consideration has proceeded thus far 
without having. attracted much attention from 
the members of the House. It was reported by 
the chairman of the Committee on Commerce, 
{Mr. McLane, of Maryland,) referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and received the special favor of the House, in 
being made the order fora particular day. When 
in Committee of the W hole, the honorable member, 
after making a few remarks, not very distinctly 
heard in the confusion of the House, moved that 
the committee rise, and report the bill for its pass- 
ege; and the motion was readily carried. The 
bill proposes to revive an act of Congress, passed 
in 1800, declaring its assent to a certain legislative 
act of the State of Maryland; but neither the act | 
of 1800, nor the bill before the House, gives us a 
any light on the subject of the law of Maryland, | 
or what are its particular provisions. 

By examination, however, I find 
Maryland confers on the port-wardens of the port | 
of Baltimore, ‘ full power and authority to assess, | 
t levy, and collect, on every vessel arriving at the 
‘ port of Baltimore, of sixty tons or more, a sum 
* of money not exceeding two cents per ton.” The 
object of this revenue, thus levied upon the ship- 
ping of the country, is, as | understand, the im- 
provement of the harbor. No other harbor in the 
Union has now the consent of Congress ior the |i 
exercise of such a power; and no other one, I | 
hope, will ever ask it. She has enjoyed this right |! 
since 1790—some twelve or thirteen acts of Con- |: 
gress having been passed, from time to time, to i] 
keep in force the Jaw of Maryland. lt is time, in | 
my opinion, when it should cease to have effeci— 
when this relic of the system of taxation which 
prevailed before the adoption of the Constitution, 
should have an end. Rhode Island and Georgia, | 
under similar State laws, also applied for the con- 
sent of Congress in 1790. The former did not 
ask its continuance after ]800, and Georgia ceased 
to ask the favor afier 1820. The port of Balti- 
more alone has the unenviable singularity of still | 
holding the power to collect a duty on every ves- | 
set entering her port; whilst her shipping may į 
gratuitously enter every harbor in the Unior. With | 
the power, she of course possesses the necessary | 
measures to enforce the collection of the duty; 
and this involves the right, no doubt, of se:zing 
the vessel, distraining its lading, and, I appre- 
hend, too, of a lezal proceeding against: the com- 
mander—resulting, in case of non-payment of a 
judgment, in the imprisonment of his person. i| 
Every vessel in the United States, which has (| 
occasion to go into that harbor, is subject to pay 
tribute-money, as the price of her entrance. 

1f, during the days of the Confederation and 
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: under circumstances which then existed. 


: mjuriously to the country at large, or the surren- 


| bates of the convention, says: ‘* The want of a 


i| commercial prosperity under the Federal system 
we are asked to perpetuate still longer this instance 


when the Constitution was adopted, the city of i; 
Baltimore then stood in need of foreign help to || 
sustain her port, I think she has now arrived at 
such a maturity of commercial importance and 
wealth that, with the aid she may receive from the 
General Government in common with her sister 
States, her pride should be as far above, as she is 
beyond the necessity, of asking the further con- 
tinuance of this exclusive legislation for her benefit. 
| Suppose the same power was granted to every 
other harbor in the Union, it is not very difficult 
to see how inconvenient to the shipping business 
of the country would be the result. 

Among the restrictions on the powers of Con- | 
gress is the following clause: 

í: No prelerence shall be given by any regulation of com- 
merce, or revenue, 10 the ports of ont: State over ihose of 
another; nor shali vessels bound to or from one State, be 
obliged to enter, clear, or pay duties in auother.”? 

Our Government is one of checks and balances, 
| and in framing the Constitution, the permanent 
peace and friendly relations of the Union were 
studiously kept in view; and to this end it was im- | 
portant to impart like benefits and privileges to all | 
the States, and withhold such legislation as would | 
be deemed exclusive in its operation. Surely, le- 
gislation for one State of privileges not granted to | 
| each, would be calculated to excite prejudices, dis- 
turb the harmony of the States, and endanger even 
the well-being and safety of the Union. Hence 
the clause referred to, restraining Congress from 
giving a preference to the ports of one Siate over 
those of another. 

So palpably wrong, in the estimation of the 
Convention, would sucha system of taxation prove 
in its operation among the States, and so embar- 
rassing to the commercial interests, that the Con- 
vention struck a blow at once at the very root of 
the evil, and interposed this veto clause against | 
any such enactments by Congress. If this right | 
is to be exercised by any legislative body, it seems ; 
to me that the whole power to make and regulate 
rules for the different States, would find a much 
| safur lodgment in the hands of Congress, than to 
be held and exercised by the several States. In 
that case a more uniform and proper adjustment 
of a tariff of duties would prevail. Among the re- 
| stricted powers of the States, however, we find 
the following clause: 

“No State shall, without the consent of Congress, lay 
any duty of tonnage, keep troops or ships of war in time of 
peace, enter into any agreement or compact with another 
State, or with a foreign power, or engage in war, unless 
actually invaded, or in such imminent danger as will not 
admit of delay.’ 

The several matters here coupled together are 
of such a character as most clearly to exhibit the 
sense of the Convention touching the impropriety 
of seldom (and never except under most pressing | 


f 
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_ circumstances) allowing the States to exercise any į} 
of the powers thus withheld by the Constitution. | 


Taking these two clauses of the Constitution į 
ogether, they can be reconciled in no other way, 
or by no other mode of reasoning, perhaps, than 
hat the Convention saw fit to allow this privilege 
to a State in extreme cases of necessity, or rather, 
l think, as a matter of constitutional compromise, 


During the days of the Confederation each State | 
held exciusive power over its commerce, and it is 
well known there was a strong repugnance to the } 
surrender of this power. The imposis and duties | 
arising from its exercise in the States, added much | 
to their revenues. Perhaps there was nota sur- | 
render of any other prerogative enjoyed by the | 
States under the Confederacy, that operated more 


der of which was more conducive to its prosper- 
ity. Mr. Madison, in his introduction to the de- 


‘general power over commerce led to an exercise 
‘of the power separately by the States, which not 
‘only proved abortive, but engendered rival, con- 
t flicting, and angry regulations.” And still, Mr. 
Speaker, even now, at this period of our country’s 


(and the only one of the kind remaining, I be- 
heve) of State power, which, in the opinion of 
Mr. Madison, ‘engendered rival, conflicting, and 
angry regulations.” 

What is there in the port of Baltimore—what 
obstructions that make her an extreme case, in 
that she shouid longer retain this city prerogative 
over all the shipping of the country? The sand 


may wash into her harbor, and so it does into al- 
most every other one in the country. in this she 
is not singular above all other ports, and this can 
form no good reason why the tax should longer 
be continued. Other ports, for the same reason, 
have equally strong claims. 

But, Mr. Speaker, is it not more probable that 
this clause of the Constitution obtained the favor 
of the Convention as a matter of compromise, 
growing out of the reluctance of the States to sur- 
render the exercise of this power? 

This is the more natural and legitimate inference, 
and especially as the clause is wholly in conflict 
with that which restrains Congress from imposing 
such s duty. 

The course of legislation, also, leads to the 
same conclusion. The first act of Congress, giv- 
ing its consent to the law of Maryland, was passed 
August lith, 1790, and continued for five months. 
This short period of time strongly indicated the 
sense of Congress on the subject. As this act was 
about to expire, Congress again, in 1791, gave its 
consent by an act which continued for “one year, 
and until the end of the then next session of Con- 
gress,” but these were not the only words of lime 
itation, The word, “and no longer” were super- 
added. Why was this language used? It was in 
no way necessary to muke effectual the previous 
clause of limitation, whieh was conclusive without 
the words, “and no longer.’? They must, there- 
fore betoken some special reason, whieh, I con- 
fess, I do not discover, except that they express 
the intention of Congress to close, al an early 
period, this partial legislation and their disapproval 
of the measure. The next three acts of consent, 
passed in 1792, 1796, and 1800, have the same 
words, “and no longer,” annexed to the clause of 
limitation. The sense of Congress was thus 
clearly and early intimated as to the policy of the 
measure. 

Now, sir, if it were wise to restrain Congress 
from passing a law allowing the States to levy a 
duty of tonnage, the same policy would withhold 
consent from giving effect to any State law confer- 
ring the same power. 

Rat, sir, it may be asked, why oppose the pas- 
sage of the bill?—it only injures Baluumore, to the 
benefit of the commerce of other ports, as ship- 
ping may avoid going there on accountof the duty 
levied upon the vessel? I answer, that this is 
but a selfish, argument, a mere dollar and cent 
view of the question. But it is not true that 
vessels would avoid the port for such a reason. 
Though the tax would be twelve dollars on a ves- 
sel of six hundred tons burden, and at that rate 
for more or less tonnage, this 13 too inconsider- 
able a sum, however objectionable its exaction, to 
cause a change in the business operations of a 
single voyage. Notone vessel less on that ac- 
count would enter the port—not one more direct 
its course to some other. The continuance of this 
State law upon her statute book, and the repeated 
applications to Congress to give it effect, furnish 
the most satisfactory evidence, thatthe tax is not 
prejudicial in any respect to the commercial in- 
terests of Baltimore. 

But again, sir, the entire Union is alike inter- 
ested in the improvement of its rivers and harbors. 
lt is unjust to confer upon one section or locality, 
favors not given to another. Each portion, ac- 
cording to its comparative wants anid importance, 
is entitled to the fostering care and protective 
policy of the Government. Why should Balti- 
more be indulged in the exercise of a power which 
every principle of equality must condemn? Why 
not take a national position, ask no gratuity not 
conferred upon other ports, and unite her influence 
with others in behalf ofsuch general improvements 
of the rivers and harbors, as the courtry,in all its 
varied interests, imperiously demands? If she 
stands in necd of an appropriation, give it to her; 
but she ought not to ask this and be permitted 
also to levy a contribution upon every vessel en- 
tering her harbor, Our political system is opposed 
toa partial distribution of Government favors, and 
hence the constitutional restraints of powers, 
among which is that of levying a duty of tonnage. 
it would be a singular act of Congress, to allow a 
State to keep troops or ships of war in time of 
peace; or to enter into a treaty or compact with a 
foreign power, (which are restrictions on the pow- 
ers of a State found in the same paragraph that 
forbids a duty of tonnage,) but not more singu- 
lar, in my opinion, than would be the passage of 
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the bill now under consideration. 
alike prohibited powers, and each one, as much 
as another, should remain so, until some extreme 
emergency: demands the constitutional consent. 
The case before us does not present such a 
state of facts as, in my view, will justify our inter- 
ference. - : 

Mr. TUCK said: I have not failed to notice, 
that this bill has been brought to the last stage of 
enactment, without careful examination, and bya 
method of dexterity im legislative management, 
which does much credit to the gentleman from 
Maryland. It came up unexpectedly in Commit- 
tee of the Whole, was unexpectedly reported from 

„that committee, with a recommendation that it 
pass, and it now is most unexpectedly sprun 
upon us at a time when not a single member coul 
have looked for it. 

Sir, [have many objections to this bill, which 
the hurried manner in which we are forced into 
this discussion will not permit me to state in the 
manner I should desire. The bill is a special act 
of legislation, for the benefit and advantage of the 
people of Baltimore, exclusive of all others. It 
proposes to lay a tax of two cents per ton upon all 
the shipping that shall enter the port of Baltimore. 
Does any other city in the Union enjoy the privi- 
lege of levying such an exaction? Does the ship- 
ping interest of the country pay tribute to any 
other municipal corporation in the land? Certainly 
not. Baltimore alone, of all the commercial cities 
of the Union, demands this tribute money. To 
submit to this demand would be disregarding one 
of the most obvious principles of Democracy that 
has ever been laid down. 

In all the lessons of Democratic teaching which 
1 have received, or known others to be taught in, 
special legislation is set forth as wrong in princi- 
ple, and to be avoided in practice; and this bill is 
manifestly to be condemned on this maxim. To 
legislate for the purpose of granting special privi- 
leges is anti-Democratic; and to legislate for the 


purpose of imposing special burdens is not only || 
| tion was made to the bill; it was reported to the 


anti-Democratic, but it is injurious and wrong. 
The bill before us is exposed to both these ob- 
jections; it grante special favor to the city of Bal- 
timore, and it imposes special and obnoxious 
burdens upon the shipping interests of the coun- 
try. The excuse for this act is, I understand, 
that money is needed from year to year, and per- 
petually, to improve the harbor of Baltimore. 
And, sir, if the harbor .of Baltimore needs per- 
petual improvement, shall it be done at the sole 
expense of the shipping interest?) The money 
expended for the improvement of the harbors 
and rivers, is taken from the common treasury, 
and I am unable to see any consistency or pro- 
priety in compelling the shipping interest alone to 
bear the burden of improving Baltimore. i 
Again: this bill proposes to sanction the princi- 
ple of internal improvement—a principle in which 
I believe, but which is opposed by a considerable 
number of this House. I hope the opponents to 
internal improvement, on the ground, as they 


believe, that the Constitution has not given the | 


requisite power to Congress, will be united in 
their opposition to this bill, which proposes in- 
ternal improvement in a manner and by means 
most obnoxious. If the tax ofa few pence upon 
tea was intolerable with our father before the 
Revolution, ‘I trust that we shall not ourselves 
impose a two-cent tax upon a portion of our own 
people, for the benefit of a single city, which will 
be most invidious, obnoxious, and unjust. 

If the city of Baltimore needs money for the 
improvement of their harbor, let them come here 
and present their requests as other cities do theirs, 
and p will pledge myself to support their reason- 
able demands. I am in favor of expending large 
sums annually to improve our ports, rivers, and 
harbors, and I am as willing to grant rélief to 
Baltimore as to any other city. But Lam not in 
favor of singling her out from all others, and 
giving her aid in the manner she asks. 

The constitutional power of Congress to pass 
the bill, I will not examine, though the question 
might be fairly raised, in my humble belief, Like 


They are all 


| tleman from Maryland had misunderstood him. 


| United States, in the clause quoted by the gentle- | 


; by Congress for the port of Baltimore that this bill | 
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others, I have had scarcely any time to arrange 
what I would say, by reason of the dextrous 
manner in which the bill has been pressed sud- 
denly upon our attention; but no alertness, or 
prompt and hurried action, shall prevent më from 
opposing a bill so manifestly partial and unjust, 

Mr. McLANE said, as the port of Baltimore 
was involved in this bill, his own identification 
with the constituency of that city caused him to 
feel somewhat embarrassed, lest the House might 
relate the matter more personally to himself than 
a question of public moment ought to be. As 
chairman of the Committee on Commerce, he had 
reported this bill; and he desired to show no more 
interest in it, so far as his relation to this House 
was concerned, than he would show in any other 
bill of national public concern which was reported 
from that committee. So far as any particular 
exertion of his was concerned in presenting this 
bill to the consideration of the House, which had 
been animadverted upon by the gentlemen from‘ 
New York and New Hampshire, it was, perhaps, 
his fault that he had shown less diligence, less care, 
less attention to this bill than was its due. 

Now, so far from anybody being taken by sur- 
prise, this bill was reported from the Committee 
on Commerce at an early period of the session, be- | 
cause on the Ist of June the act expired which re- 
newed the act which had been renewed from time 
to time since 1800. ‘The bill had therefore been 
reported at an early period of the session, and 
made a special order of the committee. When it 
came up in Committee of the Whole on the state 
ofthe Union, he had had the honor to address the 
committee in a brief explanation, in which he had 
fulty stated what was the bill, what was fhe amount 
of duties imposed, and for what purposes. At 
the conclusion of that explanation, he had appealed 
to the committee to know if further explanation 
was necessary; and he had submitted, that if fur- 
ther explanation was not necessary, he hoped the 
committee would report the bill to the House. | 
No further explanation was demanded; no opposi- 


House, and by inadvertence it was locked up in 
the Clerk’s desk, instead of being placed on the 
Speaker’s table, where it would have been consid- 
ered on some former occasion. It would, in fact, 
have passed the same evening on which it was re- 
ported from the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, if the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. Purnam] had not desired to be heard 
uponit. To give him this opportunity, the House 


| adjourned. 


‘The bill came before the House, then, at this time, 
under disadvantages; and he did not feel that, as 
the representative of the city of Baltimore, oras 
the chairman of the Committee on Commerce, itre- | 
quired him to occupy much of the time of the House 
in noticing the objections which had been made 
toit. The gentleman from New York [Mr. Pur- 
Nam] had made two objections; the gentleman 
from New Hampshire, [Mr. Tucx,] permit him 
to say, had offered no objections. The gentleman 
from New York feared that the bill was unconsti- 
tutional. | 

Mr. PUTNAM (in explanation) said the gen- 


He (Mr. P.) had not taken the ground that the 


bill was contrary to any express provision of the |; 


Constitution, but contrary to its spirit. 


Mr. McLANE continued. His friend from j! 


New York said the bill was opposed to the spirit 
of the Constitution. The Constitution of the 


man from New York, did provide that ‘‘no pref- 
erence shall be given by any regulation of com- j| 
merce or revenue to the ports of one State over 
those of another,” &c.; but a paragraph in the | 
following section said that ‘‘no State shall, without | 
the consent of Congress, lay any duty of tonnage, 
keep troops,” &c. . | 
Now, (said Mr. McL.,) it was not a preference | 


provided, but permission for the State of Mary- 
land to lay a tonnage duty on the commerce of 


Baltimore. It wasa tax—it was an imposition 


| upon vessels entering the upper 


| nage dut 


upon the commerce of that port fo 
and not a benefit, or a favor, or a pr OV 
other ports. As early as 1800, Congress, gave 
permission to the State of Maryland to lay thi 
tonnage duty. So far from its being against the 
provisions of the Constitution, the Constitution 
provided for it in express terms. . It was for local 
purposes. This tonnage duty was laid not to give 
any preference or particular advantage in the im- 
provement of the river and harbor of Baltimore. 
The river and harbor proper of Baltimore stood 
where other rivers and harbors stood—under the 
general power of Congress. This bill proposed a 
local tax, a local duty, for local purposes. ‘The 
harbor of Baltimore proper, as connected with the 
river Patapsco, had nothing to do with the basin; 
to clear which this tonnage duty was laid. ‘Lhe 
city of Baltimore had constructed, just as a com= 
pany in the city of New York had constructed, . 
docks and a basin where commerce entered; and 
no one would contend that it would be giving a 
preference to the port of New York to authorize 
that State to lay a tonnage duty upon the vessels 


| that entered those Atlantic docks, provided those 


docks had been constructed and maintained at the 
expense of the city and State of New York. The 
cases were not altogether parallel, it was true, but 
these New York docks fully illustrated the prin- 
ciple involved. The basin was not the original 
harbor;.and if vessels did not go into that basin 
and to those docks, they would not pay the ton- 
nage duty. Coal vessels and lumber vessels which 
went up arms of the Patapsco, not connected with 
the basin, landed and received cargoes without 
paying tonnage duty. ; 

r. SCHENCK, interposing, (and Mr. Me- 
Lane yielding,) said, before the gentleman left 
that point of his argument, he wished to saya sin- 
gle word. He understood the gentleman’s argu- 
ment to be that this tonnage duty was laid onl 
arbor of Balti- 
more, which was the private property of the city 
of Baltimore. 

Mr. McLANE. I mean to say that this ton- 
y is collected atthe docks of the city. 
Mr. SCHENCK. Still, I wish the distinction 
made: Is the duty laid for entering the port and 


| harbor of Baltimore, or is it for enjoying the priv- 


ilege of a private basin? $ 

Mr. McLANE replied that there were arms of 
the Patapsco below and to the east of the basin, 
where the tonnage duty was not laid. A public 
basin had been constructed by the city and State, 
and wasnow maintained at the expense of the city; 


i and at this point of the inquiry, he would say to 


the gentleman from Ohio, and to the House, that 
since the year 1797 an annual appropriation for 
this basin had been made by the city, in addition 
to the tonnage duty. The annual appropriation 
made by the city had varied from $5,000 to $35,- 
009—the amount in the aggregate was $861,000. 
The two-cents tonnage duty had averaged annually 
from $2,000 to $7.000, and in the aggregate had 
amounted to $192,000. Thus $861,000 had been 
appropriated by the city for the benefit of that ba- 
sin, while $192,000 only had been collected for 
this purpose by tonnage duty. When he had re- 
ferred to these numbers before, he had made a 


this basin and docks? 

Mr. McI.ANE said he did not state that these 
docks and basin were private property. He had 
explaned that the case was not exactly parallel to 
the case of private docks. What he had stated 
was, that this artificial basin had been constructed 
and maintained by the city of Baltimore and State 


| of Maryland, asa facility for the commerce of the 


city, and that the Constitution of the United States 
required the consent of Congress to tax the com- 
merce of Baltimore to pay for these special facili- 
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ties... The basin. and docks had become in process 
of time the only harbor at which the commerce of 
the city was: conducted, and the tonnage duty of 
which he-had spoken, applied to all. vessels which 
entered. that basin, whether they came from the 
North or South, the East or West; whether they 
foreign or domestic vessels. The course. of 
trade had gone to that basin, but surely the House 
‘would not. considera tax upon that trade imposed 
by the State of Maryland, a special privilege or 
favor to the city of Baltimore. It was just the 
opposite, If it were so, there might be something 
in the objection of the gentleman from New 
Hampshire, that this was a special favor granted 
to the harbor of Baltimore, and therefore anti- 
Democratic. These objections he (Mr. McL.) had 
not: considered worthy of note. All he asked 
was, that Congress should give its assent to the 
act of: Maryland, which taxed the commerce of 
that State, io pay for special facilities extended by || 
the.State to the identical commerce thus taxed. 
No doubt the result had been very beneficial to the 
commerce of the city of Baltimore. No better an- 
“gwer could be suggested to the objectons which 
had been urged in this bill than the fact, that Bal- 
timore had risen in commercial importance under 
its operation—conclusive proof that the facilities 
afforded by these local improvements were fully 
worth the tax imposed upon those who enjoyed 
them. It was idle to impeach the constitution- 
ality of this law in letter or spirit, for it was not 
only provided for in express terms in the Consti- 
tution, but the Supreme Court had affirmed it. 
It was worthy of the attention of the House, 
that the State of Maryland originally appropriated 
money to aid the city of Baltimore in the con- 
struction of this harbor, and for keeping it in re- 
pair, Some years ago, he did not recollect pre- 
cisely how many, the State appropriation was with- 
drawn, and diverted to another charge against the 
State, the city taking upon herself the whole bur- 
den of keeping it in order. 

He hoped the constitutional objection would not 
be entertained, and he hoped the House would not 
confound. these tonnage duties which were im- 
posd for this local purpose, with any system, as 
suggested here, for the improvement of rivers and 

harbors. The State of Maryland, with the view 
of keeping this artificial harbor in a suitable con- 
dition, found it necessary to ask the consent of 
Congress to lay this tonnage duty. But as he had 
before said, he did not feel at liberty to detain the 
House by entering further into the discussion. i 


entering the harbor of Baltimore 
to fall below the prescribed limit, 
from abroad, as well as those owned in Baltimore, 
were all alike exempted, and for the same reason. 

Mr. HOUSTON remarked that there were few 
vessels belonging to Delaware of less tonnage than 
sixty tons. 

Mr. McLANE said, he had no disposition to 
place at any disadvantage Delaware vessels. With 
the explanation that he had already made in refer- 
ence to the bill, he would content himself, and ask 
for the previous question. 


Mr. SCHENCK was understood to ask the ( 


withdrawal of the demand for the previous ques- 
tion, to enable him to say a few words. 

The demand was not withdrawn. 

And the question having been taken thereon, the 
vote stood, ayes 47, noes 70. l 

Mr. BAYLY asked for tellers, who were re- | 
fused. j 
So the House refused to second the demand for | 
the previous question. 

Mr. SCHENCK said he desired to make some 
remarks, but he would not detain the House many | 
minutes. At the time when he interrupted the | 
gentleman from Maryland, he understood the ar- 
gument which the gentleman was making was to | 
this effect, that there was an artificial harbor 
which had been constructed in the city of Balti- 
more, the metropolis of the State of Maryland, 
standing precisely in the same position in relation | 
to that city, asany basin constructed at the private 
cost of anindividual would be the property ofsuch 
individual; and that the State had aright to im- 
pose such tonnage duties on all vessels entering 
the port of Baltimore as were necessary to keep the | 
harbor in good condition. Now, if this was a true 
view of the case, why was it necessary to come 
here and ask for the consent of Congress to do this? 
If this basin was private property, and it appeared 
to him to be as much soas if it belonged to a 
private corporation, why was it necessary to come 


and ask for the assent of Congress? The gentle- 


man fron Maryland bad endeavored to explain 
away this view, but his explanation was extended | 
to so great length that he (Mr. S.) could not . 
clearly distinguish the purport of his explanation. ! 

He desired to make a very few remarks on the 
subject of the bill itself. ‘The gentleman from 
Maryland seemed to think that the gentleman | 
from New York, [Mr. Putwam,] and the gentle- 
man from New Hampshire, [Mr. Tucx,] had not 
thrown out any arguments which called for any 


Mr. HOUSTON said he would state, for the sat- 
isfaction of the gentleman from Maryland, that i 
he did not know that he should vote against this 
bill, although a portion of his constituents were į; 
interested in the question. He was not prepared || 
to say that there was any particular objection to ! 
the biil entertained on the part of those whom he |! 
represented, who were taxed for the benefit of |) 
this harbor, by means of the tonnage duty hereto- |) 
fore levied. But it occurred to him that the pro- |) 
viso in the bill was objectionable, and he desired |i 
to know from the gentleman from Maryland, why |; 
it was that this proviso was embraced in the bill. |! 
He could not very well understand why all the 
vessels propelled by steam, and intended for the 
transportation of passengers alone, should be ex- 
empt from the payment of the duty, while vessels j! 
of smaller tonnage were subjected to the payment | 


| 
of duty, unless it were intended to operate for the i 
benefit of the ship-owners of Baltimore alone, at || 
the expense of the ship-owners of Delaware, con- || 
stantly navigating the harbor of Baltimore. If 
the small craft navigating the Chesapeake were 
to be taxed whilst the larger vessels were allowed 
to go free, he should feel constrained to object to 
the bill. Fie could see no good reason why the 
noble steamers navigating those waters, should 
be exempted—why those vessels employed In the 
transportation of passengers, should net be re- 
quired to pay this tonnage duty as well as the | 
smali craft. 

Mr. McLANE said, that he could only state to 
the gentleman in reply, that this was a tax that 
was imposed on vessels coming from Delaware in 
common with those coming from all other parts of į 
the United States. It was a tax upon the ship 
owners of Baltimore as well as upon those of other 
places whose vessels entered the harbor of Balti- 
more—applying to all vessels above a certain ton- |, 
nage, sixty tons burden, he believed; and he ap- | 


prehended that many of the Delaware vessels i 


i 
ji 
| 
| 


| particular attention or reply from him. The gen- 


| in its operation throughout the whole of the United © 


I as 
priations from the public Treasury. 
| are to have a system of tonnage duties, and are to |) 


teman from Maryland was doubtless so familiar 


| with the subject, in all its phases, that nothing | 


said by those gentlemen was new to him. But: 


would be found |) uniform in their operation, and it appeared to 
and that vessels |; him, that if we are to keep up our harbors, the 


true mode was to take the means out.of the Treas- 
ury, and so distribute them as that they should 
operate uniformly throughout the country. 

If we are hereafter to protect the commercial 
interests of the country, whether inland or on the 
sea-board, they ought to be sustained by one 
and the same process in all parts of the country. 
Had he no other objection, therefore, to this bill, he 
should consider that he was right in opposing it, 
because its object was to keep up a single harbor 
by means of this tonnage duty on all the vessels 
of the other States of the Union; or else it would 
impose on Congress the necessity of applying the 
same system to all the other States, and of keep- 
ing up the whole of the harbors of the United 
States by the imposition of these tonnage duties, 
A gentleman from Alabama said that this was the 
proper mode. He knew that this was the view 
of those gentlemen who opposed our present sys- 
tem of internal improvement. And he knew also 
that such was the ground taken by the late Ex- 
ecutive, Mr. Polk, in the message accompanying 
his veto of the river and harbor- bill in justifica- 
tion of that measure. oe 

Here was a bill pressed on Congress to give 
the consent of the Government to an act of the 
State of Maryland, authorizing the imposition of 
tonnage duties on all vessels entering the port of 
Baltimore—introduced, evidently, for the purpuse 
of dodging those objections to the general system 
of internal improvement, and thus securing in its 
favor the votes of those who would vote against 
any improvements inour harbors presented to them 
in any other form. He did not mean to be under- 
stood, however, as asserting that all gentlemen 
who voted for this bill would be found voting 
against a general bill for the improvement of rivers 
and harbors. But it was very evident that the 
passage of this bill would open a way for the in- 
troduction of a new system of improvement, under 
the auspices of the General Government, and ina 
mode which would be inconsistent with the inter- 
ests of all our other harbors. 

The gentleman from Maryland had told the 
House that the only other entrance into the port 
of Baltimore was through the Patapsco river, the 


: mouth of which was filled up with mad, and that 


i 
i 
i 
f 


if vessels did not enter by this channel there would 
be no harbor there at ali. So itappeared, then, that 
there is no natural harbor in Baltimore, but that 
he city makes an artificial harbor, and taxes all 
essels coming hither for the purpose of keeping 
tup. The gentleman from Maryland admits that 


‘there is no natural harbor there, nothing but an 


their remarks, he (Mr. S.) confessed, had made || 


an impression on his mind. ‘They had both suc- 
ceeded in showing that the passage of this bill, 


imposing tonnage duties on a particular port for 


the improvement of its harbor, would be to sanc- į 
tion the commencement of a system injurious in 


its operation to the interests of other commercial |: 


sez-ports; and that, if we are to have any system 
of internal improvements, and the repairs of our 


the House for bringing to its notice the true 
character of this bill, and present it in a shape : 


of internal improvement, that it ought to be re- 
jected. 

This bill related to be a very old matter. 
appears that from the year 1790 up to this time, 
the city of Baltimore has had, from time to time, 
the consent of Congress hitherto to impose these 
duties, and application was now made that this 
consent should be again given. What was there 
in the case which rendered this bill deserving of. 
so much favor? Itisa bill to lay tonnage duties ` 


Ie 


| property there, 
‘or wharves, and there could be no doubt that ves- 


‘i ficial harbor of this basin. 


| harbors, it ought to be by direct appropriations. |: 
| And these gentlemen, who had thus put the ques- | 
tion in its true light, were entitled to the thanks of ©: 


on all vessels coming into the port of Baltimore = 


for the purpose of keeping up the harbor. Now, 
he contended that it was necessary, in order to 
keep our harbors in a proper condition, that we : 
should have a general system—to say nothing of `; 
our rivers—and that this system should be uniform 


States, and should be sustained by direct appro- | 
But if we 


i 


keep up. our, harbors in that way, there was the i 
same obligation upon us to make them equal and jj 


artificial harbor. 
Mr. McLANE (Mr. Screncx yielding for the 


| purpose of explanation) stated that he most cer- 


tainty had not said so. What he had said was, that 
below the basin there was a natural harbor, into 
which as well as into the other arms of the Pa- 
tapsco, vessels could- enter without being subjected 
to these duties; but that the city had made an arti- 

Mr. SCHENCK, resuming, said he should like 
to be informed, then, whether this was private 
property or not? Did not vessels which entered 
into this harbor made above the basin pay dockage, 


‘in the same way in which vessels paid dockage 
: l i | when they came up to private docks? 
which must satisfy every true friend of the system © ` 


Mr. McLANE (Mr. S. yielding) explained that 


‘this basin came in and gutted the city, bounding 


the surrounding lands. Individuals owning the 
come there and construct a wharf 


sels coming up to these wharves paid wharfage. 
And that they would have to do whether there 
was a natural or an artificial harbor. But he did 
not see how this fact could be brought to bear 
on the question of tonnage cuues, lad for the 
maintenance and preservation of the basin and 
harbor, around which these wharves were built. 
Mr. SCHENCK, (resuming.) Icappears, then, 


that this harbor is like every other harbor. 


Mr. FOWLER desired to put a question. Is 
this tonnage duty imposed on all vessels entering 
the harbor, or only on such as enter the basin? 

Mr. McLANE, I distinctly stated before, that 
itis only imposed on vessels entering the basin, 
which has, as I said before, become the depôt of 
all the commerce of the port, and may be called, 
if you choose, the harbor of Baltimore. 

Mr. SCHENCK resumed. He understood, 
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that all vessels coming into the harbor, when 
they approached the dock. or wharf, were required 
to pay these tonnage duties. That, he believed, 
was the case in every other harbor. The city 
of Baltimore wants these tonnage duties to en- 
able it to keep up this harbor by the use of a 
dredging machine, to cleanse and deepen the chan- į 
nel so that vessels may be abletocomein. That, 
he repeated, was the case with all harbors, which 
require the channels to be dredged and deepened. 
Take any other harbor, and you will find it the 
same, Here is an entrance to the harbor of Balti- 
more not deep enough to permit vessels of more 
than the shallowest draught to enter, and to enable 
the city of Baltimore to make it deep enoygh to 
admit vessels to come to the wharf, this bill au- | 
thorizes the exaction of duties on the tonnage of 
alj vessels which may enter there. Disguise it as | 
you will—talk as much as you please about the 
difference between the upper and the lower harbor, 
it comes down to this at last—that the object of | 
the bill is to sanction the imposition of tonnage 
duties on all vessels entering the port of Balti- 
more, for the benefit of the State of Maryland. 
The bill, he admitted, did not distinctly show this; 
for it purports only to be an act to continue an act 
of the State of Maryland, &. He held in his 
hand this very act of Maryland, which had been | 
lent him by a friend, and which he would now read | 
for the information of the House. 

Sec. 1, is only a preamble. Sec. 2 is as fol- 
lows: . 

“ Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Maryland, That 
the wardens of the said portof Baltimore shail have full 
power and authority to assess, levy, and collect, on every 
vessel arriving at the said port of Baltimore, of sixty tons or 
more, a sum of money not exceeding two cents per ton, to j 
be appropriated and applied by the said board of wardens to 
carry into effect the rules and regulations which they may 
from time to time make respecting the harbor and port of 


Baltimore.” 
The State of Mary- 


That was the whole of it. 
tand had passed an act by which she puts a tax of 
two cents per ton on every vessel measuring more 
than sixty tons, entering the port of Baltimore. 
This act has been in existence about sixty years, 


and the bill before us is to give the assent of |! 


Congress to the continuance of this act for ten 
hes longer. Such a bill as this is worse than a 

ill for carrying on internal improvements in this 
respect. hen you pass a general bill for the im- 
provement of harbors, you appropriate the money 
to the harbors. But here the State of Maryland 


passes an act to which you give your assent, laying | 


a tonnage duty on vessels entering the port of Bal- 
timore, (whether upper or lower is of no impor- 
tance,) and you put the sums raised by this tax 
in the hands of State officers, to be experded as 
they may think proper; and who can tell what 
portion of this may find its way to the object for | 
which it was appropriated? 

Mr. McLANE (Mr. Scuener yielding) said 
that the amount collected from these duties was 
placed in the hands of the portwardens for the 
purpose of improving the harbor. | 

Mr. SCHENCK. resumed. Then, instead of 
being in the hands of the officers of the State, it ap- | 
peared that these funds were placed in the keeping | 
of city officers, to be applied to city objects. Instead 
of being applied to the improvement of the har- ! 
bor, a large portion of it might be expended on 
other objects. It was not under the direction of 
Federal officers; the Federal Government had noth- | 
ing to do with the expenditure of this money; it | 


limitation of the tonnage duties on vessels of not 


and seventy-five tons. All the vessels which are 
sixty tons burden. He wished to know what par- 
ticular class of vessels was exempted. 

Mr. SCHENCK asked if the minimum was 
seventy-five tons? 


ally, but by the subsequent law had been in- 
creased to one hundred and seventy tons. © 

Mr. SCHENCK resumed. He considered this 
as making the thing still worse in its operation. 
It allowed all the small vessels of the neighboring 
ports to pass free, and made the tax to fall on 


the vesels have to come, the larger they usually are. 
All vessels, then, over one hundred and seventy- 
five tons, must pay this tonnage tax. As the bur- 
den is to be proved by the register, that may make 
them to suit the provision of the law. 

Mr. SACKETT asked whether vessels belong- 
ing to the port of Baltimore were not registered 
there, and thus in a degree governed by the law? 
Vessels might be registered lower than their actual 
burden for the purpose of evading the duty im- 
posed by the act. 


plained that the registry of the tonnage in Balti- 
more was regulated by the laws of the United 
States, and was uniform. There was no possi- 
bility of any material fraud, as it was also gov- 
erned by law. 

Mr. SCHENCK resumed. These duties were 


empting from the operation of the law a large por- 
tion of those vessels which were built at home or 


on the vessels of the most distant States. 

Mr. KERR. The gentleman from Ohio will 
let me set him right. He isundera misapprehen- 
| sion if he thinks that Maryland ship-builders have 
any eye to the provisions of this bill. They have 
a much wider scope; for the Baltimore clippers are 
sought far and near, and a Maryland-built vessel 
is not a mere neighborhood affair for the shoals 
and shallows to which he has referred. They area 
merchantable commodity, and havea value beyond 
mere neighborhood purposes. The merest bay 


‘| thing better than this exhibition of the gentleman’s 
spleen. 

Mr. SCHENCK resumed. The gentleman 
from Maryland had not exactly understood him. 
He admitted that the Baltimore vessels were fast 
sailing vessels. He would go still further, He 
! was ready to admit that Baltimore was one of the 
finest cities in the Union, that her citizens were 
the finest people, and that she built the finest ships 
in the world. He could not, however, help re- 
garding the system contained in this bill as wrong. 
We must have a system of internal improvement 
carried on by means directly supplied by appro- 


abandon that system, and adopt in lieu of it the 


ter, they must be established so as to operate 
uniformly and equally throughout all our ports, 


a privilege which is not enjoyed by the rest. 
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was disposed of at the discretion of the city au- 
thorities. So that the effect of the bill would not 
only be an abandonment of our present system of 
internal improvement; but, in addition to this, the 
tying up of our hands in order to allow the city 
officers of Baltimore to apply the amount of these | 
collections as they in their discretion may think 


roper. : 
P li table. 


Ona looking again into this act of Maryland, he 
found that this tonnage duty was imposed on all-ves- | 
sels of a register exceeding sixty tons. Here, then, į 
was an exception. Why were not those under | 
sixty tons taxed, as well as those which were over | 
sixty tons? On this point the gentleman from : 
Maryland, and the gentleman from Delaware, [Mr. ; 
Housron,] had come in conflict. The gentleman | 
from Maryland seemed to think that the State of | 
Delaware was not large enough to turn out a craft į; 
of a large register. 

Mr. HOUSTON (Mr. S. yielding) said that į 
there had been no contest between them. He | 
had understood that the actof Maryland fixed the | 


Mr. BAYLY. I have tried to stop this debate 


having refused to second me in that effort, I now 
move that the rules be suspended, and that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, for the purpose of taking 
up the deficiency bill. — 

Several voices: Move to lay the bill on the 


Mr. McLANE, of Maryland. I hope that the 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Bayty] will give 
me his attention for one moment. If the gentle- 
man will tern his eyes upon the clock, he will 
perceive that it is now too late an hour in the day 
to go into Committee of the Whole on the state 


of the Union, with any hope of getting through ; 


that bill. 


Maryland, [Mr. MeLane,] that we have got time 
| enough to-day to pass the deficiency bill. 
j department of the Government is suffering by rea- 


less than sixty tons nor exceeding one hundred | 


sent out from the port he, represented, were above | 


Mr. McLANE replied, that it was sixty origin- | 


the larger vessels, because the greater the distance | 


Mr. McLANE (Mr. Scuencx yieldng) ex-.| 


to be exacted from the larger class of vessels, ex- | 


near home, so that a great portion of the tax fell | 


eraft is fitted for sea purposes, and deserves some- | 


priations from the Federal Treasury, or we must | 


system of tonnage duties; and if we take the lat- į 


and not, as this bill proposes, to give to one State | 


-by demanding the previous question. The House ; 


Mr. BAYLY. I may be permitted to say, in| 
reply to the suggestion of the gentleman from i| 


Every | 


|| son of the delay in the passage of the bill. Ihave 

| made the motion; the House can do as it pleaces; 

ij Lhave done my duty, and T insist on the motion 

| to go into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. A 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Barty, and by ayes 67, noes 51, was decided 
in the affirmative. 

So the House resolved itself into Committee of 
ji the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Burr, 
of South Carolina, in the chair.) f 
i| Mr. BOWDON said, it must be evident: to 
|; every gentleman, that the day was already too 
far spent to admit of final action upon the bill in- 
ii dicated by the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
i| Bayty.] He (Mr. B.) understood that a number 
of amendments—some of them very important— 
it had been made to that bill by the Senate. Under 
|| these circumstances, it was not only proper, but 
necessary, that an opportunity should be allowed 
to look at the amendments, and see what their: 
character was, before being asked to vote upon 
them. It was clear to his mind, therefore, that 
final action could not be taken to-night. There. 
| was, however, one subject to which the com- 
mittee might devote the residue of the day’s session. 
It was known that some of the talk on that sub- 
|| ject must be disposed of before a vote could be 
I| taken. He moved, therefore, that the committee 
rise ~indicating his intention, if the motion should 
| be successful, to move in the House again to go 
into committee, for the purpose of resuming the 
consideration of the California message. 

Suggestions were made to Mr. Bowpon, that it 
was not requisite to the accomplishment of his 
purpose that he should move that the committee 
rise. The better way would be, to move that the 
committee proceed to the consideration of the Cal- 
ifornia message. 

Mr. KAUFMAN moved that the committee 
take up the message of the President relating to 
California. 

Mr. WENTWORTH called for the regular 
business before the committee. . 

Mr. VINTON suggested that the deficiency 
bill was a special order. 

Mr. WENTWORTH supposed, he said, that 

the California message would come up as the regu- 
| lar order of business. 
Mr. BAYLY rose, he said, to a point of order. 
|! The gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Bowpon] had 
no right to the floor, to.submit the motion he had 
made. 

Mr. BOWDON. Icertainly had the right. 

Mr. BAYLY, (continuing.) The gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Crarge] was entitled to 
|| the floor on the California message. By arrange- 
ii ment with him, however, he was willing that the 
|| deficiency bill should be taken up. The gentle- 
li man from Alabama, therefore, could not get the 
| floor to make the motion he had made. 
| Mr. SCHENCK desired to inquire, whether 
| any appropriation was contained in the California 
ll bill? Jf not, he would inquire whether the defi- 
| ciency bill (which was an appropriation bill) 
! would not take precedence, unless the committee 
i should by a vate refuse to take it up? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion 
that the deficiency bill, being one of the appro- 
priation bills, is entitled to precedence. ~, 

Mr. BAYLY. Then I presume that, under the 

i decision of the Chair, it is not necessary for me to 
| make a motion to take up the bill, but that it will 
| come up as a matter of course. 
One word in reply to the gentleman from Ala- 
it bama, [Mr. Bownoy.] If the committee will at- 
' tend to the bill, L think it will be found that one 
i hour will be sufficient time in which to dispose of 
Hit At any fate, it is exceedingly important that 
i we should make some progress in it. If we can- 
i not get through with it to-day, we can at least 
: spend one hour upon it. 


| Mr. ASHE. [sit printed? 
| Mr. BAYLY. It is. 
i Mr. ASHE. I do not see it on our tables. 


i Mr. BURT. Does the gentleman from Virginia 
| (Mr. Barry] move that the committee proceed to 
the consideration of the deficiency bill? 

Mr. BAYLY. I make that motion. 
i| The question was taken, ‘and the affirmative vote 
‘| was declared to be 88. 


i Mr. VINTON called for tellers. 


i 
į 
i| They were ordered, and Messrs. Srnone, of 


Pennsylvania, and Corwix, of Ohio, were ap- 


sdinted. $ 

E i was then again taken, and the 
vote stood—ayes 94, noes 44. 

No quorum voting. 

The CHAIR. The Clerk will call the roll. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Cannot a recount be 
taken? 

The CHAIR said the rule was imperative, that 
the:roll should-be called. f A 
"Mr. SCHENCK rose, he said, to a question of 
order.: He had a moment ago suggested that, by 
the rule of the House, this, being a general ap- 
propriation bill, had precedence of other business, 
unless the House by a vote should refuse to take 
it up. He. supposed, therefore, that it would 
come up by the rule, and that no, motion . was 
required to take it up. But a motion would be 
quired to lay it aside, and proceed to the consid- 
Hof some other business. 

JOHNSON, of Arkansas, interposed to a 
“question of order. When jt had been ascertained 
that there was no quorum, it could scarcely be in 
¥der, he said, to debate this question. 

“The CHAIRMAN said, the Chair desired to 


hear the suggestion of the gentleman from Ohio’ 


(Mr. Scuencx] on the point of order to which he 
had risen. À 

Mr, JOHNSON said, certainly; he had not un- 
derstood the gentleman from Ohio as rising to a 
point of order. : : 

Mr. SCHENCK. My point of order is, that 
no vote being required to take up the deficiency 
bill, and that bill being, therefore, before the com- 
mittee, there is no necessity for taking a count— 
that all these proceedings, passing between the 
tellers, &c., are a mere nullity; and consequently, 
that nothing has been done by which it could be 
properly ascertained whether a quorum was, or 
was not, present. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman raise 
the question of order? - 

Mr. SCHENCK. I do. Tt is, that nothing 
has been done, that no vote known to the rules of 
the House has been taken, by which it could have 
been ascertained whether a qucrum is present or 
not; that we are now in committee, that the de- 
ficiency bill is before us, and that we cannot get 
rid of that bill without a vote to that effect. 

Mr. JONES. The rule requires that the busi- 
ness shall be taken up in the order in which it is 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union; but that the Committee shall 


have the power to take up general appropriation | 


bills in preference to any other. No business, 
therefore, has preference over the California Mes- 
sage, unless so ordered by a vote of a majority. 

Mr. SCHENCK. The 80th rule declares that 
‘general appropriation bills shall be in order in 
preference to any other bills of a public nature, 
unless otherwise ordered by a majority of the 
House.” Weare now in Committee upon bils 
of a public nature, and the 80th rule says that 
“ general appropriation bills shall be in order ” 
(such is its language) in preference to other bills 
of a public nature, unless otherwise ordered. The 
House not “having “otherwise ordered,” 1 say 
that we are now in committee on public bills, and 
that, by the rule, the deficiency bill (being an ap- 
propriation bill) is before us. lt is, therefore, 
unnecessary to call the roll. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, I move that the com- 
mittee rise, 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis not now in order to 
move that the committee rise. 

In relation to the point of order raised by the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Scnencg,] the Chair 
will call attention to the following facts. The 


Chair. is informed that the gentleman from New | 


York (Mr. Cuarge] was entitled to the floor on the 
California messsage; and if the gentleman had in- 
sisted on his right, the Chair would have held that 
he was entitled to it, and the California message 
was necessarily before the committee. 


has read, simply makes it in order for a member 
of the committee to move to take up the general 
appropriation bills. Whether they shall be taken 


up or not, is a question for the committee to de- || 


termine. The Chair, therefore, does not hesitate 


to decide, that a motion was necessary in order to | 


ascertain whether the floor would be claimed by 
the gentleman from New York, (Mr. Ciarxe,] and 
necessary also to ascertain whether the committee 


$ n The rule | 
which the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Scuencx] | 


iu 
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would or would not take up the appropriation | 
pill. The Chairman, therefore, overrules the 
point of order of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. | 
Scuencer.] 

The Clerk then proceeded to call the roll; which 
having been gone through with— 

The committee rose and reported that, having 
found themselves without a quorum, the roll had |) 
been called, and the names of the absentees were i 
reported to the House, to be entered upon the : 
Journal, | 

The report showing the fact of a quorum pre- j 
sent— ; 

The committee resumed its session. 

Mr. RICHARDSON moved that the commit- i 
tee rise. 

Mr. WINTHROP rose and said, he ventured to 
suggest that a motion was now pending to take up 
the deficiency bill, and that the committee having 
divided on that motion, another motion could 
hardly be made until that motion was disposed of. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is aware that 
the motion to take up the deficiency bill is pend- 
ing, and pending that motion a motion is made 
tbat the committee rise. The Chair deems the mo- 
tion to bein order, being of the same nature as a 
motion toadjourn. Whenever a member gets the 
floof and moves to rise, the Chair is of opinion 
that the motion is in order. 

The question was taken, and decided in the af- 
firmative. 

So the committee rose. | 

And, on motion, the Honse adjourned. 
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PETITIONS, &e. 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the appro- 
priate committees: i 


By Mr. BOWLIN: The petition of W. H. Pocock and |: 
247 others, citizens of St. Louis, Missouri, praying Congress ji 
to establish two trial terms of the Circuit Court of ihe a 
United States, to he holden for the State of Missouri, and |! 
an increase of the compensation of the district judge, cor- 
responding to the additional duties required by such change. | 

By Mr. BOCOCK: The petition of Daniel. Guerrant, $| 
praying for a pension, in consideration of injuries received : 
while in the service of the United States, during the Jate |; 
war with Great Britain. | 

By Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky: Resolutions of the | 
Legislature of Kentucky, coucerning pensions and bounty |} 


| 
| 
j 
{ 


and Jate wars. H 
Also, resolutions of the same State, concerning obstruc- || 
tious in the Ohio river. i} 
By Mr. POTTER: The proceedings of a public meeting, i; 
held at the portof Toledo, Ohio, signed by James Myers, Ẹ 
chairman, accompanied hy resolutions in favor of the free ʻi 
navigation of the St. Lawrence. il 
By Mr. CHANDLER: The petition of David Steward, a 
soldier in the army of the United States in 1812, asking for iy 
a pension. 
y Mr. BINGHAM: A petition for the establishment ofai; 
post-route from Grand Rapids, in Michigan, to Lyons, inthe ;! 
same State. 
B; Mr. PECK: The petition of Horace Heaton and others, i; 
citizens of Wasiington county, Vermont, praying for the 
abolition c: siavery and the slave trade in the District of 
Ccohnibia. i 
Also, the petition of the same individuals, praying for the |: 
of a law by Congress giving jury tial to fugitive 


pa 
slaves. 
Also, the petition of the same individuals, praying for the |: 
exclusion of slavery from our territories. £ 
‘Also, the remonstrance of tbe.same individuals, against i 
the admission of more slave States. 


E 4 
IN SENATE. i 
Tavurspay, May 9, 1850. iH 

Mr. CHASE presented the proceedings of a ; 
meeting of citizens of Toledo, in the State of: 
Ohio, in favor of the adoption of measures for ' 
acquiring the right to the free navigation of the | 
St. Lawrence. | 
Mr. C. said the gentlemen who composed the | 
meeting are some of the most respectable inhabit ! 
ants of the flourishing city in which they reside. 
They represent that there is now a capital of eight li 


millions of dollars invested in the commerce of the |, 
lakes; that large forests of ship timber line both |! 
shores of the lakes, and that the agricultural pro- i; 
ducts upon their borders are increasing every year | 
in extent and value. They express great solici- 
tude on the subject concerning which they address | 
Congress. I move the reference of the memorial |: 
to the Committee on Commerce. i 

It was referred accordingly. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented petitions from citi- | 
zens of Washington, in the District of Columbia, i 
and other portions of the United States, asking the 


reduction of the rates of postage to two cents; 
which were ordered to lie on the table. 


| of this very important interest. 


| asking indemnity for losses 


iq 


Kosciusko. 
: the Senate that it may be taken up and disposed of. 


ʻi estate of General Kosciusko. 


Also, the memorial of John Connell, in bebalf 
of certain importing merchants of the cities of 
Boston, New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore, 
asking the return of certain import duties paid by 


‘them; which was referred to the Committee on 


Finance. 

Mr. COOPER presented the memorial of George 
B. Reese, sole surviving partner of Jacob Reese 
and Son, merchants in Philadelphia, asking the 
return of certain import duties paid by them; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. COOPER. Mr. President, I have been re- 
quested to present the memorial of John L. Hayes, 
Horatio Ames, and other manufacturers of iron in 
the New England States, asking for a modification 
of the tariff of 1846, and that such duties may be 
laid on foreign iron as will protect and encourage 
the domestic manufacture. 1 will state, for the in- 
formation of the Senate, that it embodies a vast 
variety of facts, collected by practical men, bear- 
ing upon the subject, and showing the condition 
I have no doubs 
that it contains information which would be val- 
uable to every member of the Senate, especially 


“if this subject should receive its attention during 


the present session. I therefore move that the 
memorial be printed. 

The memorial was then laid on the table, and 
the motion to print was referred to the Committee 
on Printing. 

Mr. CLEMENS presented a memorial from 
Thomas Mangham, Cullen Battle, and others, 
sustained in conse- 
uence of depredations committed on their prop- 
erty by hostile Creek Indians, in 1836 and 1837; 
which was referred to the Committee of Claims. 


RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. 


Mr. SMITH submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Commitiee on Finance be directed to 
inquire into the expedicney of so amending the &th section 


ii of the act entitled “An act supplementary to the act enti- 


ued ‘An act establishing a mint and regulating the coins of 
the United States, approved lëth January, 18387,” as to 
allow the alloy to be used in manniaciuring the gold coins 
of the Unit. d States to be of silver only, or of so much cop- 
per in addition to the silver which exists in combination 
with gold ag the same is found in California, as shall bring 
said gold coins to the standard at present established by 
law; and, also, into the expediency of establishing a mint 
in California, Or, in lieu thereof, oue or more depôts.for as- 
aying the gold bullion there found, and of making an appro- 
priation to enable the United States to purchase said 
bullion, aud to coin or assay the same, to render it valuable 


! to the miners with as little loss as possible. 


THE HEIRS OF GENERAL KOSCIUSKO. 


Mr. WALKER. On the Ist instant I Submit- 
ted a resolution of inquiry, addressed to the Sec- 
retary of State, relative to the action of the Gov- 


i ernment in reference to the case of the heirs of 


I now ask the unanimous consent of 


There being no objection, the resolution was 
aken up and read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of State be required to in 
form the Senate what measures he has taken upon the me- 
morial of Ladislaus Wankowitz, great grand nephew of 


! General Thaddeus Kosciusko, and Gaspard Toclunan, at- 
;i torney for the heirs of General Kosciusko, against Alexander 
: de Bodisco, Minister from Russia, accredited to this Gov- 


ernment. 

Mr. DAWSON. I should be glad if the Sena- 
or from Wisconsin would explain the object of 
his resolution, so that we may be able to vote 
upon it understandingly. 

Mr. WALKER. Mr. President, at or near 
the commencement of the session, Mr. Ladislaus 
Wankowitz and Mr. Gaspard Tochman presented 
a memorial to the Senate, complaining of a cer- 
tain interferenee of the Russian minister in the 
conduct and management of a suit Involving the 
That memoriat 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. The committee reported the memorial 


i back to the Senate, with a verbal expression of 


opinion, that it was a matier that related more 


: properly to the State Department. The memorial 


was consequently, on that recommendation of the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, sent to the Sec- 
retary of State, and this is a resolution simply 


| inquiring of him what steps have been taken. 


Mr. BERRIEN. I deubt very much, with my 
colleague, (Mr. Dawson,] the propriety of the 


: adoption of this resolution. The intercourse of 
| this Government with foreign Governments is con- 
. ducted by the Executive Departments. The opin- 
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ion of the Committee on Foreign Relations has but | 
affirmed that principle, and I very much doubt the 
propriety of adopting this resolution. What good 
1s to arise from this inquiry? What could we do 
when the answer was given? Itis an inquiry into 
the propriety of the conduct of a Minister of a for- 
eign nation, and what the State Department has 
done in connection with it. Sir, we have abundant 
subjects within the constitutional province of the 
legislative. department to occupy our whole time 
and attention, and I doubt the propriety of inter- 
fering with the Executive Department in a matter 
of this kind. i 

Mr. WALKER. Mr. President, this is a mat- 
ter that does not relate merely to the Executive 
Department of this Government. The subject- 
matter about which the inquiry is made by this 
resolution, involves the personal and civil rights of 
a citizen of the United States. Itinvolves the ques- 
tion whether the Emperor of Russia, through the 
interference of his Minister, is to visit upon a citi- 
zen of the United States the penal laws of Russia 
for political offences. If it be impossible to get our 
Government to notice such interference, then Jet it 
be known, and let this resolution be voted down. 
It was thought by the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations, that this memorial would be more properly 
sent to the Secretary of State. It has gone there; 
it went there long ago. These gentlemen, who 
are now citizens of the United States, who are now ! 
under the protection of our laws and of our flag, 
have addressed to the Secretary of State a letter, 
which I hold in my hand, and which may be read 
if deemed necessary. The Secretary of State has 
treated it with contempt, and not answered it, and 
it is now for the Senate to say whether they will 
allow the rights of American citizens to be tram- 
pled on by the Russian Minister or not. If they 
say so, I am content, and will not say a word more 
on the subject. ; 

Mr. CASS. Will the gentleman from Wis- 
consin state where this took place, and the partic- 
ulars of it? 

Mr. WALKER. It took place here. I will 
briefly recapitulate the circumstances. General 
Kosciusko left an estate in the hands of Mr. Jef- || 
ferson, in trust, to be appropriated to a particular || 
purpose: After the death of Kosciusko, Mr. | 
Jefferson declined to administer the fund, or rather | 
the will which appropriated it, and it was taken |; 
by one of the administrators. It was found that || 
the will, from its indefiniteness, was void. Gen- | 
eral Kosciusko had made a subsequent will, giving | 

f 
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a different disposition of a portion of the fund. 
A subsequent will in 1816 revoked the former 
wills, leaving the estate intestate. The existence 
of this will was not known, however, to the heirs 
for a length of time. They commenced litigation | 
with regard to the matter, and Mr. Tochman, who 
was once a Polish officer, and became a Polish | 
exile, whose property had been confiscated, and 
who had come to the United States, and was a 
practising member of the New York bar, was em- 
ployed by the heirs to conduct the suit; he asso- i 
ciated other counsel with him. Mr. de Bodisco, |; 
for the purpose of visiting punishment on Major 
Tochman in this country, directed that the heirs 
should exclude him from the management of the | 
case, and caused a power of attorney to be drawn 
“up and forwarded to Russia, that that Govern- 
ment might force the heirs to execute that power 
of attorney. The heirs were induced to execute 
it, and a gentleman, Captain Wankowitz, grand 
nephew of General Kosciusko, was sent over here 
to attend to the matter personally. He came to 
the United States, and he was at first, as this 
memorial informs us, induced to consent that | 
Bodisco should direct the management of the suit, 
but he finally said that he could not, consistently 
with his own honor, do this, and he informed the 
Russian Minister that Mr. Reverdy Johnson, late 
a member of this body, and now Attorney Gen- 
eral of the United States, together with Major 
Tochman, should have the management of the 
case so far as he could control it. Well, this act 
of contumacy on the part of that gentleman was 
communicated to the Russian Government, and |; 
for this act of resistance to the tyranny of Bodisco, | 
the property of that gentleman, to the amount 
of about $60,000, was confiscated, and he was | 
driven to accept a clerkship worth §800 a year | 
in one of the departments here. These facts |i 
are set forth and complained of by the memo- || 
rialists. ‘The Committee on Foreign Relations, 


iH 
i 
i! 
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| to starvation by the conduct of the Russian Min- | 


! is, that the Secretary of State of this country will 


| council in Russia, and let the affair be tried by 


į sure there can be no objection‘to that. These men ; 


| of Russia, so that, if injustice has been done | 


i Government here, to ascertain whether the Secre- |: 
| tary of State of this Government has forwarded ! 


! other gentlemen. 
! that the case has not been at all too strongly 


' observe all due courtesy towards the representa 
; tives of foreign Governments amongst us, that the 


li violent, rude, and uncivil in the extreme. 
i my opinion, sir. c 
i the Attorney-General of the United States was 


| spirit, with great dignity, and with great effect. | 


| morial of these gentlemen was presented by me | 


! by other gentlemen, that unless we take some steps 
| to investigate this matter, a most grievous wrong 
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as I think, very properly, thought that the matter 
belonged to the State Department of the Govern- 
ment. It has goneto the State Department. The 
Executive branch of the Government has had the 
memorial long in its hands. These gentlemen have 
addressed a letter to the Secretary of State, dated 
March 26th. They have yet got no answer, and | 
they have asked me, as an humble friend of theirs, 
to present this resolution, and to ask the Senate 
now, as it has referred this memorial to the Secre- 
tary of State, to inquire of him what he has done 
in the premises. Sir, if these unfortunate men 
are not trampled in the dust, and reduced almost 


ister and by the tyranny of the Circuit Court of | 
the District of Columbia, it will be because the | 
Government will step in to defend and protectthem, || 
as Lam satisfied it will do. Sir, when the proper || 
time arrives, I shall be ready to make a full devel- |! 
opment of this whole matter, and itis my inten- 
tion also to introduce a measure to remodel the 
whole judiciary of this District. : 

Mr. SHIELDS. In addition to the remarks 
made by the gentleman from Wisconsin, [Mr. 
Waxxer,] I will state what is my undtrstanding 
of the case, which I think must obviate any objec- 
tion that might be raised to the passage of this | 
resolution. ‘These same parties, to whom the gen- | 
tleman from Wisconsin has referred, prepared and 
presented a memorial to the Secretary of State for 
the purpose of having their memorial transmitted | 
to the Russian Government. They wished to 
present their case to the Emperor of Russia. They 
had prepared a memorial, and they presented it to 
the Secretary of State here for the purpose of hav- 
ing it transmitted to Russia, ‘and laid before the 
Emperor‘and his council. All they ask, therefore, 


present their memorial, or have it presented, to the 


their own Government; and they merely ask, by 
this resolution, whether the Secretary of State has 
forwarded that memorial to Europe. Now, I am ! 


merely wish to present their case to the Emperor į 


them, he and his council may do them justice. I |! 
cannot see that it isany improper interference with || 
the Russian Government, or with the Executive |! 

i 


the memorial. 

Mr. FOOTE. I shall not occupy the time of 
the Senate by going into all the details of this 
transaction, which have been already stated by | 
I fecl bound to say, however, | 


stated. I feel bound to say, although I wish to | 


conduct of the Russian Minister was arbitrary, 
That is | 
The letter which he wrote to 


| 
| 
| 
| 
i 


looked upon by the Attorney General as grossly | 
insulting, and was replied to by him with great 


The particulars of this case are such as make it | 
indispensable that the matter should be at least in 
vestigated, and all proper facilities afforded to thes 
parties to enable them to obtain justice. The me 


and referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela 
tions. They unanimously determined to recom- || 
mend the Senate to send it to the Department of | 
State for consideration. Ji 

l am at a loss, sir, to understand how such a: 
resolution as this can embarrass the Government | 
atall. I feel perfectly certain, as has been asserted 


will be experienced by these unfortunate persons. 
I must say, in addition, that if we permit this | 
wrong to be inflicted and this grievance to be per- : 
petuated, as it inevitably will be perpetuated unless | 
we interfere in the mode now proposed, we shall |) 
not only permit the heirs of the immortal Kosci- 
usko to be cruelly wronged, to be coolly, deliber- 
ately, and fraudulently deprived of all their for- 
tunes, but it must result in serious national dis- 
grace. Entertaining this view of the matter, I 
must say that it seems to me to be our duty to-call | 
the attention of the Secretary of State to the cir- || 
cumstance, and ascertain from him what steps he |! 


> 


|. the journal of the 


has taken in the matter, so that if he hes done 
nothing in regard to it, he may be. induced, by this 
resolution, at once to take up the subject, inquire 
into the facts.of the case, and adopt such a course 
as the Government may deem judicious and proper 
under all the circumstances. 

The resolution was then adopted, on a division, 
by a majority of 20.to 13. 


CALIFORNIA, 

Mr. YULEE. I presented a few days ago a 
series of resolutions asking for information from 
the Executive Department in relation to the form- 
ation of a constitution and State government for 
California. I ask the unanimous consent to take 
up the resolutions now. 

There being no objection, the resolutions. were 
taken up and read, as follows: : 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to furnish to the Senate copies of ali correspondence 
between any of the Executive Departments and General 
Persifer F. Smith and Brigadier-General B. Riley, or either 
of them, which has not been heretofore communicated to 
the Senate. Sree 

Resolved, further, That the President be requested to fur- 
nish to the Senate all the information existing in any ofthe 
Executive Departments respecting the transactions of ‘the 
Convention in Catifornia, by which the project of a State 
government was prepared, and particularly a copy of the 
journal of said Convention, and of such of the ordinances 
adopted by it as may in any way have been communicated 
to any of the said departments. 

Resolved, further, That the President of the United States 
be requested to inform the senate if the surrender of Gen- 
eral Riley to the jurisdic:ion and civil authority of the gov- 
ernment made by the aforesaid Convention, was hy order of 
the Executive of the United States; and, if not, whether 
the proclamation of General Riley, recognizing the said State 
government, and submitting to its jurisdiction, has received 
the sanction of the Executive. 

Mr. YULEE. Mr. President, I would remark 
that since these resolutions were presented, in- 
formation has been received here from the Pacific 
coast, which renders it the more important and 
pressing that the information sought for by these 
resolutions should be speedily obtained. It ap- 
pears, sir, by the intelligence which has been re- 
ceived within the last day or two, that the Gov- 
ernment erected in California, and which is now 
exercising jurisdiction over that country, has, by 
the authority of an act of its Legislature, demand- 
ed of the collector of the port of San Francisco 


il the surrender of the revenues of the United States 


in his keeping, and also that movements have been 
made there looking to the establishment of an in- 
dependent government. It seems still further, that 
movements are in progress in the southern. portion 
of the territory, on the Pacific, having in view a 
scission or ‘dismemberment of the so called State, 
and the establishment of a separate territorial 
government. ‘This is very important intelligence, 


i and it is very desirable to obtain from the Execu- 


tive whatever information may have been received 
upon these, as well as the other matters included 
in the calls of the resolution. I have also some 
information from the Territory of Oregon, this 
morning, making it advisable that an amendment 
be made:to these resolutions, which I have accord- 
ingly prepared, and which I shall ask leave to pre- 
sent. I have received a letter from the command- 
ing officer in Oregon, in which it is stated that there 
is not remaining a single civil officer in Oregon. 
All the judges have gone to California. [Laugh- 
ter.] This presents a remarkable state of things; 
an organic territorial act exists for Oregon, and no 
instrumentality through which it can operate. It 
is not exactly the case of a star in eclipse, for 
Oregon has not yet a place in the political firma- 


| ment; butitis a very curious case of abdication 


or dissolution. The government has gone out. 
The object of the amendment which I propose is 
to ask if official information has been received by 
the Executive of this condition of the Oregon 


‘i affairs, in order that we may adopt such adequate 
legislation as the circumstances may require. 


1 will observe that the second resolution calls for 
California Convention, and for 
all ordinances adopted by that body. Ido not 
know that the Executive is in possession of ‘this 
information, but I hope it is. It seems to me to 
have been an imperious duty of the Executive 


| Government of the United States, to whose charge 


the possession and keeping of the territory ac- 
quired from Mexico was intrusted, before sur- 


| rendering that charge, to possess itself of all in- 


formation respecting the transactions connected 
with the formation of the new government which 
it proposed to recognize. I take it for granted, 


therefore, that they arë in possession of an official 


/of still more 
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copy of the proceedings of th 
the ordinances adopted by it. It has. heen rumored, 
gir, that there are ordinances which have not come 
before the public. After the action on the question 
of the admission of California had made consider- 
able progress in this body, an ordinance of consid- 
erable importance came to our knowledge, of which 
we had no previous intimation. It is not, therefore, 
impossible that other ordinances of equal import- 
ance may still y 
and, if I may use the expression, 
the Gperation of these resolutions. . 

The Jast resolution makes inquiry upon a point 
moment. The Executive was in 
possession, for the United States, of the territories 
acguired from Mexico. It was unquestionably a 
high executive duty to retain that possession, sub- 
he control and legislation of Congress, to 
elonged the final disposition to be made of 
‘and the relinquishment of this possession 
and trust isa most extraordinary abandonment of 


may unearth, by 


W 


ndeed, the course of proceeding to which I ad- 

tis not only calculated to embarrass the action 
of Congress in the exercise of its constitutional 
discretion as to the disposition of the territory ac- 
quired by the treaty with Mexico, but may result 
in the most lamentable consequences to the private 
rights of the inhabitants of that country, by the 
establishment of a jurisdiction utterly void, and, 
as | fear, incapable of being made valid by any 
retrospective legislation of Congress. 
that this proceeding has not received the sanction 
of the President. 
cated to the Senate, in reply to a resolution intro- 


duced by the Senator from Alabama, (Mr. CLEM- | 


ENS,] that the President states, substantially, that 
it was not his intention, nor did he authorize, that 
any new government should be established, or go 
into effect there, until the assent of Congress had 
been given. Ł take it for granted, therefore, that 
the act of General Riley was without. authority; 
that it has received the rebuke of the Executive; 
and that necessary measures have been taken to 


` restore the authority of the United States. 


It may not be generally known that the relin- 
quishment of the authority of the United States, 
upon: which I animadvert, was done by a formal 
proclamation of Governor Riley. Here itis: 

The Military and Civil Government. 
PROCLAMATION, 


To the People of California: A new Executive having 
been elected and ‘installed into office, in accordance with 
the provisions of the constitution of the State, the under- 


signed hereby resigus his powers as Governor of California, j out the line of duty to the President; and to which | 


| he might well have resorted, if doubtful of the i 


Jn thus dissolving bis official connection with the people of 


this country, be would tender to them his beartfcit thanks | 


for their many kind attentions, and for the uniform support 
which they have given to the measures of his administra- 
tion, The principal object of all his wishes is now accom- 
plished—the people have a government of their own choice, 
and one which, under we favor of Divine Providence, will 
secure their own prosperity. aud happiness, and the perma- 
nent welfare of the new State. 

Given at San José, California, this 0th day of December, 
A. D. 1849. d B. RILEY, 

Brevet Brig. Gen. U. S. 1., and Governor of California. 
By the Governor: 

H. W. HALLECK, 

Brevet Cuptuin und Secretary of State. 

HEADQUARTERS, 10th MILITARY DEPARTMENT, 
Sun José, Oulifornia, December 20, 1849. 
[Orders No, 41.] 

1. ‘Phe Brigadier General commandirg the deportment has 
this day relinquished the adiministralion of civil affiirs in 
California to the execution of the government organized 
under the provisions of the constiiuucn ratified by we peo- 

te of California nt the recent general election. 

2. Brevet Captain H. W. Halleck, corps of engineers, is 
relieved from duty as Secretary of State. B 

By order of Generai Riley, 
ED. U. S. CANBY, 
Assistunt Adjutant General, 


Sir, the Executive, by reference to the opinions 
of Atiorneys General, published by authority of 
Congress, would have been enabled easily to de- 
cide the lme of his duty in the present condition 
of California. I will introduce to the notice of the 
Senate a very important opinion, given by the At- 
torney General, Benjamin F. Buter, while acting 


in that capacity under the administration of Mr. | 


Van Buren. it was an opinion submitted upon a 
state of case then likely to arise in regard to the 
territory of Arkansas. The material questions in- 
volved possessed a remarkable identity in all their 
features with those now before the country in re- 
gard to California. The opinion is of some length, 
and, without troubling the Senate to read it here, 
I will ask of the reporter to append it in full to the 


e Convention and of | 


be behind, and which we may reach, H 


I trust, sir, | 


I find in the message communi- | 


rt of my remarks, for it is really deserving the 
deration both of the Senate and the country, 
in the present state of our relations with the coun- 
try on the Pacific. It will be found quite interest- 
ing in its bearing upon existing issues. 

The territorial Governor of Arkansas had been 
called upon by the inhabitants to convene the le- 
gislature for the purpose of adopting the necessary 
steps to organize a State government, and he ap- 
prehended, from the state of public feeling, an at- 
| tempt to subvert the territorial government. He 
appealed to the President for instructions, and his 
communication was submitted to the Attorney 
General for an opinion. In the communication 
‘the Governor states, as is recited in the opinion, 
that ** he is of opinion that, under the Constitution 
“and laws of the United States, no measures can 
“lawfully be taken by the citizens of Arkansas to 
|| «form a constitution and State government, until 
‘Congress shall first have granted them authority 
‘so to do, and that he will therefore feel himself 


repo 
i| const 


‘as unlawful;” and he asks the instructions of the 
President. 

The opinion covers many very distinct points 
applicable to the case of California; but as the 
whole will be printed, I will confine myself to the 
reading of the concluding paragraph. Mr. Butler 
| says: 

“It is, however, very obvious, that all measures com- 


menced and prosecuted with a design to subvert the terri- 


torial government, and to establi-h and putin force in its 


|| will be anlawtul. The laws establishing the territorial gov- 
ernment must continue in foree until abrogated By Con- 
GRess; and, in the mean time, it will be the duty of the 
governor, and of alt the territorial officers, AS WELL AS OF 
THE PRESIDENT, to take care that they be faithfully exe- 
- cuted.” 

Now, sir, it is very true that a special territorial 
act had not been passed by Congress. Butit was 
|! very well understood, and it was so proclaimed by 
this Administration, upon its coming into power, 
that there was an existing onenian de facto; 
and it is admitted upon alt sides, that the munici- 
| pal laws and regulations in force in the acquired 
| territory, remained obligatory and valid until al- 
tered—by whom? Not by the Executive, but by 
i Congress. There was, then, a government and a 
code of municipal Jaws existing by the assent 
| of Congress, and therefore by its authority, and 
| equally obligatory in a legal and political point of 
| view “with any special act organizing a govern- 
| ment. Here, then, was an official opinion of an 
‘| Attorney General, the legal adviser of the Execu- 
i tive, upon the records of his department, marking 


} 
j 
j 


proper for him to pursue. I trust it will 
| appear, in the reply to the inquiries now made, 
| that the act of General Riley has not received the 
| Sanction o 
|| been taken to recover the now derelict authority 
|; of this government in California, until Congress 
i shall have exercised its constitutional prerogative 
‘| in respect lo its government. 

f [The following is the opinion which the honor- 
il able gentleman desired to have appended to his 
ii remarks:] 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE, Sept. 21, 1835. 

i Sir: Ihave the honor to acknowledge the receiptof your 
ji communication of the 3ist ultimo, transmitting a copy of a 
if letter from the Governor of Arkansas, with a printed ad- 
dress recently issued by him to the people of that territory, 
i and requiring, by direction of the President, my opinion 
li on the constitutional and legal questions presented in those 


documents. 


I 
j 
i 
i 
i 
| 
i 


; made to the Governor of Arkansas, by various meetings of 
| the inh bitants of that territory, to convene the territorial 
i gistature atan early day, for the purpose of passing an 
i act authorizing the election of delegates to the convention 
| to farm a State constitution ; that he has declined to com- 
i ply with that request; that he entertains strong apprehen- 
| sious that the territorial legislature, at th ir next regular 
| meeting to be held in October next, will pass such an act, 
| and by so great a majority as to overruie the negative vested 
i 
i 
i 
t 


| in him by Jaw; and that the people, either with or without 
i such a law, will proceed to elect delegates to a convention, 
and to organize and put in operation a State government 
without the authority of Cougre s; that he is of opinion 
that, under the Constitution of the United States, no meas- 
| ures can be Jawfuily taken by the citizens of Arkansas to 
i form a constituien and State government antil Congress 
aah have granted them authority so to do; and that he 
will therefore feel himself bound to consider and treat all 
such proceedings as unlawful. I order to meet the en 
| geucy thus apprebended, he solicits instructions for his fu- 
l: tare guidance ; and itis in reference to this request that my 
H opinion is required, 
Lo The various questions arisingin this case may be classed 
under two general heads. They have respect either, first. 
to the power of the Territorial Legislature to pass Jaws au 


i 
ii 
li 


‘bound to consider and treat all such proceedings | 


place a new government, without the assent of Congress, | 


f the Executive, and that measures have | 


l 
l k appears from the papers that applications have heen į 


j 
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| nary arrangements, so far as such authorit 
i only be granted by the Congress of the 


thorizing a constitution and State government; or, seeond, 
to the right and authority of the citizens of the territory to 
take measures for tbat purpose 5 and to the extent to which 
such proceedings, if it be lawful to enter upon then: at all, 
may property be carried, consistently with the Constitution 
of the United States and the laws now in force, 

i. Upon these points there is, as it appears to me, no 
room for reasonable doubt. The territorial government has 
be n erected hy Congress; the law for that purpose having 
been passed under the clause of the Constitution which de- 
clares that © Congress shall have power to dispose of and 
make all needful rules and regulations respecting the terri- 
tory or other property of the United States? The powers 
of all the departments of the territorial government—exec- 
utive, Jegistative, and judicial—are derived from the law, 
and can only be exercised in the manner and within the 
limits prescribed in its provisions. 

The legislative power is vested ina General Assembly, 
composed of two branches, the Legislative Council and the 
House of Representatives, hoth of which are ek ered by the 
people, The act providing tor the Government of Missuuri, 
approved June 4, 1812, and which is adopted in the laws, 


rejating to Arkansas as defining the powers of the legislative 
department, deciares, “that the General Assembly shall 


have power to make laws in all cases, both civil and erimi- 
nal, for the good government of the people of said territory, 
not repugnant to or inconsistent with the Constitution and 
lawsof the United States.?? This part of the Jaw is to be 
taken in connection with the other provisions contained in 
it; and, when so considered, it will be seen: tit the whole 
law was designed to accomplish the single purpose of organiz- 
ing a temporary tercitorial government, © hich was intended 
to remain subject at all times to the control of Congress, un- 
der the authority conferred upon it by the Constitution of the 
United States. In the exercise of this authority Congress 
may at pleasure repeal or modify the law passed by the ter- 
ritorial legislature, and may atany time abrogale and re- 
model the legislature itse f, and all the other departments of 
the territorial government. 

To suppose that the legislative powers granted to the 
General Assembly included the authority to abrogate, to 
alter, or modiry the territorial government estabhshed by 
the act of Congress, and of which the Assembly is a con- 
stituent part, would be manifestly absurd. The act of Con- 
gress, so far as it is consistent with the Constitution of the 
United States, and with the treaty by which the territory was 
ceded 10 the Uni ed States, is the supreme law of the terri- 


| tory; itis paramount to the power of the territorial tegisla~ 


lure, and can only be revoked or altered by the autbority 
from which it emanated. The General Assembly and the 
people of the ‘Territory are as much bound by its provisions, 
and as incapable of abrogating them, as the Legislatures and 
people of the American States are bound by, and incapable 
of abrogating the Constitution of the United States. It is 
also a maxim of universal law, that when a particalar thing 
is prohibited by Jaw, all means, attempts, and contrivances 
to effect such a thing are also prohibited. Consequently it 
is not in the power of the General Assembly of Arkansas to 
pass any law for the purpose of electing members to a con- 
vention to form a constitution and State government, nor 
to do any other act, directly or indirectly, to create such new 
government. Every such law, even though it were approved 
by the government of the Territory, would be null and void 5 
if passed by them, notwithstanding his veto, by a vote of 
two-thirds of each branch, it would still be equally void. 

ff Lam right in the foregoing opinion, it will then follow 
that the course of the Governor, in declining to call together 
the Territorial Legislature for the purpose in question, was 
such as his legal duties required; and that the views he has 
expressed in his public addiess, and also in his officiel com- 
munication to yourself, so far they indicate an intention 
not to sanetion or concurin any legislative orother proceed- 
ings towards the formation ofa State Government usti) Con- 
gress shall have authorized it, are also correct. 

IL. The questions which refer themselves to the second 
general head are more dificul. and the considerations which 
must govern their decision more numerous and complex g 
but the conclusion to which my reflectians have brought me, 
with the prominent reasons ou which it is founded, can be 
stated without much proiixity. 

The third section of the fourth article of the Constitution 
of the United States declares that new States may be ad- 
mitted by the Congress into the Union; but that nonew State 
shall he formed or erected within the jurisdiction of any 
other State; nor any State formed by the janction of two 
or more States, or parts of States, without the consent of 
the Legislatures Of the States - oneerned, as weil as of the 
Congress. This provision implies thot the new Stute shall 
have been constituted by a settlement of a constitution or 
frame of government, and by the appointment of those offi- 
cial ages which are indispensable to its action as a State, 
and especially to its action as a member of the Union, prior 
to its admission into the Union. In accordance with this 
implication, every State received into the Union since the 
adoption of tte Federal Constitution has been actually or- 
ganized prior to such admission. 

« By the practical construction which has been given to 
the first cl-use of the provision Past quoted, it miny now be 
considered as authorizing the admission of pew States into 
the Union, though formed out ef the Territories of the Uni- 
ted States; ard this, wheiher the territory Composing it 


was onee a part of some one or more ofthe origina Stat sy 
or has since bern aequired by trealy or otherwise. En 


every such 


e, the legal authority to enter on the pretimi- 
is needed, can 
r nited States. I 
say by the Congress, or the legistative department, in con- 
tradistinetion from all ether departments of the Federal 
Government: because the power of admitting new States 
into the Union, and that of sapreme legislation over the 
territories, being bowl exclusively vested in that body, must 
necessarily draw after them the power to piss all Jaws pre- 
paratory to the conversion of a territorial into a State gov- 
ernment. 

The treaty by which Louisiana was ceded to the United 
States (though undoubted!y, for many important purposes. a 
part of the supreme law) must, therefore, be faid outor the 
presentquestion. ft is true, that the third article iinposes on 
the United States, as a nation, the duty of incerpurating the 
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inhabitants of the ceded territory into the Union of the Uni- 
ted States; and of admutting them as soon as possible, ac- 
cording to the priuciptes of the Federal Constitation, to the 
enjoyment of ail the +‘ rigbts, advantages, and immunives 
of ciizens of the United States,” and, in the mean time, 
they are t0 be maintained and protected in the free enjoy- 
ment of their “liberty, property, and the religion which 
they profess.” And it must also be admitted that Congress, 
by the 7th section of the act of Mareh 2, 1805, “ providing 
for the government of the Territory of Orleans,” have con- 
strued this article as pledging the faith of the United States 
_ to adinit the inhabitants of Louisiana into the Union of the 
” American States, as an independent State or States, and on 
the footing of the orginal States, whenever the proper num- 
ber of free inhabitants should be found therein; thereby re- 
moving ali doubt as to the true intent of this article, and 
adopting that construction of its terms understood to be now 
contended for by the citizens of Arkansas. Before meeting 
with this legislative exposition of the treaty, I bad come to 
the conclusion that the construction proposed by the Gov- 
ernor of Arkansas, in bis printed address, was too narrow, 
and that the language and manifest desigu of the provision 
required the other and more liberal interpretation. Many 
reasons might be assigned lor this opinion, but, after the dis- 
tinct recognition of its justice, contained in the act of 1805, 
ž deem it needless to dwell on this point. 
But, though the treaty engages that the inhabitants of 
the ceded territory shall, at the earliest practicable period, 
‘be duly admitted as States into the Union; and though this 
engagement has keen, and yetis, obligatory and inviolable, 
it by no means follows that it can be earried into effect 
without the consent of Congress. On the contrary, like ail 
other treaty stiputations which require for their complete 
execution the enactment of suitable laws, its actual fulfill- 
ment depends upon the legislative department. The United 
States, in their national character, are bound by the stipu- 
lation, and itis their duty to pass the laws, and to take all 
other steps which are necessary to its faithful execution. 
But those laws and other steps can only be passed or taken 
through the organs prescribed by the Federal Constitution. 
And ifthe department which, ander the Constitution, pos- 
sesses the exclusive power of legislation, improperly omits 
or refuses to pass the necessary laws, the stipulation, so far 
as its fulfilment depends on tegisl tion, must necessarily 
remain unexecuted. Such a refusal or omission would 


indeed violate the treaty, and many serious consequences” 


might therctore grow out of it; but, so long as persisted in, 
the. inhabitants would necessarily be excluded from the 
Union, The obligatory force of the treaty stipulation is 
therefore to be carefully distinguished from the proper mode 
of carrying it into effect. The obligation must be admitted, 
and it caunot be doubted will be faithfully fulfilled; but, so 
far as Jegislative enactments are necessary to carry it into 
effect, they must be made by the Congress of the United 
States, and caniot be supplied by any other department of 
the General Government. 

No Jaw has yet been passed by Congress which either ex- 
pressly or impliedly gives to the people of Arkansas the au- 
thority to form a State governmeut. For the reasons above 
stated, I am therefore of opinion that the inhabitants of that 
territory have not at present, and they cannotacquire other- 
wise than by an act of Congress, the right to form such a 
government. 

But I am not prepared to say that all proceedings on this 
subject on the part of the citizens of Arkansas will be illegal. 
They undoubtedly possess the ordinary privileges and immu- 
nities of citizens of the United States. Among these is the 
right of the people “peaceably to assemble and to petition 
the Government for redress of grievances.” In the exercise 
of this right, the inhabitants of Arkansas may peaceably 
meet together in primary assemblies, or in conventions 
chosen by such assemblies, for the purpose of petitioning 
Congress to abrogate the territorial government, and to admit 
them into the Union as an independent State. The particu- 
Jar form which they may give to their petition cannot be ma- 
terial, so long as they confine themselves to the mere right 
of petitioning, and conduct all their proceedings in a peace- 
ahle manner. And as the power of Congress is plenary and 
unlimited, they may accept any constitution, however 
framed, which in their judgment meets the sense of the peo- 
ple to be affected by it. 

If, therefore, the citizens of Arkansas think proper to ac- 
company their petition by a written constitution, framed and 
agreed on by their primary assemblies, or by a convention of 
delegates chosen by such assemblies, I perceive no legal 


objection to do so, nor to any measures which may be taken j 


to collect the sense of the people in respect to it: provided, 
always, that such measures be commenced and prosecuted 
in a peaceable manner, in strict subordination to the exist- 
ing Federa' Government, and in entire subserviencey to the 
power of Congress to adopt, reject, or disregard them at 
pleasure. 

It is, however, very obvious, that all measures com- 
menced and prosecuted with a design to subvert the terri- 
torial government, and to establish and putin force in its 
place a new government, without the consent of Congress, 
will be unlawful. The lays establishing a territorial govern- 
ment must continue in force until: abrogated by Congress ; 
and, inthe mean time, it will be the duty of the governor, and 


all territorial officers, as well as of the President, to take : 


eare that they are faithfully executed. 
Tam, sir, &c., 
To the SECRETARY Or STATE. 


Mr. BRADBURY suggested to the Senator from 
Florida, whether it wouid not appear, from the 
resolutions, that his purpose was to call for all the 
correspondence which, in alltime, had teken place 
between the departments and the officers referred 
to, instead of calling only for that in relation to 
California? It seemed to him that an alteration 
was obviously necessary. 

Mr. YULEE then amended his resolutions by 
inserting in the first paragraph, near the close, after 
the words “or either of them,” the words “ re- 


B. F. BUTLER. 


lating to affairs in California;” and adding at the | 


close the following: 


“Resolved, further, That the President of the United States 
be also requested to furnish to the Senate whatever intelli- 
gence may have been received in the executive department 
respecting the condition of civil affairs in the Oregon Ter- 
ritory.”? i i i $ 


The resolutions were then adopted. 
MORE ABOUT CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President, I hold in my 
hand a letter in relation to the subject which has 
been referred to by the Senator from Florida. 
The letter is addressed to myself, and is accompa- 
nied by certain documents in the Spanish language. 
It is as follows: 

San Dreco, CALIFORNIA, April 3, 1850. 


Dear Sir: Itake the liberty of addressing you, and en- 
closing sundry papers which have been received by the 
alcalde of this place, Thomas W. Sutherland, esq., from the 


: peopie of Los Angeles, in regard to the formation ofa terri- 


torial government for the southern portion of California. 

‘The people of this town have held a meeting upon this 
subject, and are much, and almost unanimously, in favor of 
a territorial organization, and appointed a committee of 
three to draw up resolutions expressive of the public sense, 
and have them forwarded per the steamer which will leave 
here to-morrow ; but unavoidable business compelling two 
of the committee to leave fr a few days, the resolutions 
intended have not been forwarded. 

As the other member of the committee, I feel desirous of 
notifying you of the state of feeling here at as early a day as 
possible, and enclose you the proceedings and other docu- 
ments that have been received, with the request that you 
will furnish them to the consideration of Congress. 

1 have the honor to be your most obedient servant, 
AGOSTON HARAZTHY. 


Hon. H. S. Foote, U. S. Senate, Washington. 


In connection with this matter, I have also a 
letter addressed to one of the Senators from Cali- 
fernia, by a gentleman of high standing, who is,-[ 
believe, Senator from Los Angeles, and president 
of the Senate of California. I will read a short 
extract from that letter, so that both sides of the 
case may be before the country: 


«T have just been handed by Senator Don Pablo, of Santa 
Bachia, a series of resolutions adopted ata mass meeting 
lately held at Los Angeles, as well as a memorial to Con- 
gress, drawn up at said meeting, in which the petitioners 
pray to beset off from the State into a territorial govern- 
ment; aud, for fear said demonstration upon the part of the 
ancient residents of this new State may bave some influence 
in retarding her admission into the Confederacy, L will ex- 
plain to you, as far as I have been able to obtain facts, the 
extent of this disaffection. The meeting was accidentally 
gotten up, as Lam credibly informed, by the old American 
Spaniards, such as Von Juan Sumpic, and was attended 
solely by Californians; not a single new resident or emi- 
grant participated. Simultaneously with this meeting an 
attempt was wade at San Diego to get up a like one, which, 
I am informed by our friend Mr. Rust, postmaster of that 


place, was a perfect failure, there not being more than half 


a dozen persons present, and these being heavy landholders, 
whose sole objection to a State government is the fear of 
taxation. The people of Santa Bachia, as well as of San 


.-Luis Obispo, I am informed by the delegates from these 


counties, are also opposed to the memorial, and had so ex- 
pressed themselves through their deputies here. 

“There seems much inconsistency in the memorial of 
my Los Angeles constituents, and their votes in favor of the 
constitution, as nota score of votes were polled against the 
constitution in the whole territory now asked by the memo- 
rialists to be made into a territory. 


I believe that will suffice to lay all the facts be- 
fore the American public. I move now, sir, that 
these documents be translated and printed for the 
use of the Senate. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is notin or- 


der to present them now, but if there is no objection |, 


they will be received. 
Mr. FOOTE. I understand the papers to con- 
tain an account of this convention or meeting. 


The authenticated copy has not come, but this 
purports to be an official account of the proceed- | 


ings, I donot know any other course to pursue 
presented the whole matter to the Senate, Lam 
perfectly indifferent what course is taken in regard 
to it. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. This document | 


is not addressed to the Senate at all; it is a private | 


communication, addressed to the honorable Sena- 
tor, and therefore the Chair thinks it ought vot to 
be received. The Chair will not, however, refuse 
to receive it if such is the wish of the Senate. 

Mr. FOOTE. 


Territories, as it is a territgrial matter. 
object is, that all the facts may be fairly presentéd 
to the Senate and the country. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The document 
can only be received by a unanimous consent. 

Mr. TURNEY objected, so it was not received. 


1 I hope the Senate will receive ; 
it, and allow it to be referred to the Committee on | 
My sole į 


THE SEVENTH CENSUS. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives by Mr. Youne, their Clerk: 

Mr. President: I am requested by the House to 
inform the Senate that it has passed the bill to pro- 
vide for the taking of the seventh census of the 
United States with sundry amendments, in which 
I am requested to ask the concurrence of the Sen- 
ate. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. There is a 
bill upon our table which has just been returned 
from the House of Representatives with certain 
amendments; I move that it be taken up and re- 
ferred to the committee on the census. 

Mr. BUTLER. I would ask the Senator from 
Massachusetts whether he proposes to refer thia 
i bill to a new committee? s: 

Mr. DAVIS. No, sir; to the committee on the 
i census already raised. ' oe 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. That committee 
| is no longer in existence. PFRN 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The census 
committee is no longer in existence; it must there> 
fore be referred to a select committee. ad 

The motion to refer the bill to a select commi 
was then put and carried. : 

Mr. HALE. As! suppose a motion is neces- 
sary to enable the Chair to appoint the select com- 
| mittee, I move that the Chair be allowed to ap- 
point the select committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HALE. Inow move that the amendments, 
to the bill, made by the House of Representatives, 
be printed for the use of the Senate. > 

Mr. COOPER. Ido not know that I shall ob- 
ject to the printing of the amendments if the com- 
mittee desire it, but it is important that immediate 
action should be had upon this matter, and even 
the printing of a few amendments of this sort may 
cause a delay of several days. lt has now come 
| to the time at which the instructions ought to be 
in the hands of the marshals, and it is therefore 
important that there should be speedy action. If, 
however, the committee desire the printing of the 
amendments, I will not throw any obstacle in the 


way. 

Mr. BADGER. I would suggest to my friend 
| that he will advance the speedy passage of this 
| bill by having the amendments printed, so that 
| when the committee report on the amendments we 
| may be able to understand their report. 

The motion to print was then agreed to. 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF THIRTEEN. 

On motion of Mr. CLAY, the Senate, for the 
| purpose of making it a special order, proceeded to 
| the consideration of the bill reported yesterday, 
from the Committee of Thirteen, for the admis- 
i sion of California, to provide territorial govern- 


tee 


if ments for Utah and New Mexico, and making 


nt of her 


| proposals to Texas for the establishme 
The bill 


| western and northwestern boundary. 
having been read a second time— 

Mr. CLAY. So far as I have any personal 
wish upon the subject it would be to proceed to 
| the consideration of this bill at the earliest practi- 
j cable moment. I suggested yesterday that I should. 
| 
{ 
| 


be willing to go into it to-day, but others who 
have spoken to me on the subject suppose that 
some little time for the consideration of the re- 
port, and of the measures which accompany it, 
should be allowed. I will, therefore, move, that 
the further consideration of the bill be postponed, 
and that it be made the special order of the day 
for Monday next at one o’clock. 

The further consideration of the subject was 


| accordingly postporied till Monday next. 
than to make the motion I have done; and having |; EY PONP SER I, 


BOARD OF ACCOUNTS. 


On motion by Mr. HUNTER, the Senate then 
proceeded to the consideration of the special order 
of the day, being a bill to establish a Board of Ac- 
counts. 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER stated the ques- 
| tion to be on the amendment offered by the Sen- 
: ator from New Hampshire, to insert in the ninth 
line of the first section, after the word ‘‘ Pres- 
ident,” the word “except by and with the advice 
of the Senate. 

Mr. HUNTER. I simply rise, Mr. President, 
to express a hope that we shall be able to take a 
` vote upon the various propositions of amendment 
i to this bill to-day, as this is probably. the last day 
| for a considerable time to come that we shall have 
i an opportunity of discussing it. 1am in favor of 


offered should meet with the approbation. of the 
“Senate, I have no.objection, and I hope the ques- 4 
tion will be taken, and that the bill will be pro- 

‘ceeded with. 
ote BRADBURY. I rise to express the hope 
that the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. 
£] will withdraw. his motion to amend, in 
order that we may not embarrass this bill by the 
question to which that amendment will necessarily 
give rise. I would propose that the whole of the 
Hne to-which his amendment is attached be stricken 
‘out, so that nothing be said in it with regard to 
the: removing power. This is a very important 
measure, and one in which every Senator must 
fecta deep interest; and if we undertake to settle 
the question raised the other day by the honora- 
ble Senator from ‘Tennessee, [Mr. BeLL,] there is 
great danger that the bill will be lost inthe dis- 
n. These questions can, perhaps, better be 
pon some other occasion; and if the Sen- 
withdraw his motion to amend, 1 will 
otion to which I hope the Senator from | 
inia {Mr. Hunter] will give his assent, to 
- strike” out all language respecting the removal 
bythe President, leaving the power to stand where 
the Constitution leaves it, with the construction 
which has been given to the clause of that instru- 
‘ment relating to that subject. My understanding 
‘is, that it is immaterial whether the bill is silent 
on the point, or declares the President may re- 
move; and hence | shall be satisfied with the bill 
in either form. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Mr. President, I 
am decidedly in favor of the billasitstands. This 
‘is but an experiment, and I fear it may prove a 
‘very hazardous experiment. It is to confer the 
highest possible power upon three officers, which 
is to be continued for a long term of years. Being 
appointed for a long term of years, unless you ab- 
solutely confer in the bill the power to the Presi- 
dent to remove them, it will be construed that 
this power is not possessed by him. These 
appointments being made for aterm of years, and 
as they do not require the sanction of the Senate 
or the other branch of Congress, I am in favor of 
the exercise of the power by the President. These 
officers being charged with the settlement of ac- | 
counts, many of them involving very large sums, 
if the President have not the power of removal in 
the event of their being detected in the perpetration 
of fraud, it may bécome the ruin of the Treasury 
during the recess of Congress. I say again that I 
-have no fear that the President will exercise this | 
power too freely. My apprehension is that no re- | 
moval will ever be made. These officers being ap- | 


pointed for a term of years, it is pretty certain that i 


-any President will be very unwilling, except for a ; 
very grave cause, to remove an officer of so high a! 
rade. i 
i Mr. BRADBURY. I may not have been un- | 
derstood in my remarks. 1 wish to say that] | 
understand that the President would possess the | 
power of removal, without any declaration of that 
power in the bill; and that such is the settled con- | 
struction of the Constitution. I have no objection, į 
however, to taking the bill as it stands. i 
Mr. BELL. As I understand the bill, I think 


the Senator from Mississippi must be mistaken. || 


1 understand that, according to the provisions of | 
the bill, as it now stands, the President has the | 
power of removal. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. The bill recognizes 
the power. 

Mr. BELL. I shall not object to the adoption 
of the proposition of the Senator from Maine un- 
der the present circumstances, on the announce- 
ment made by him that if the amendment offered 
by the Senator from New Hampshire is pressed | 
the passage of the bill must be defeated. Were 
that to be so, I should regret it very much, for I 
think the bill one of great importance. The Sen- 
ator from Mississippi [Mr. Davis] has suggested | 
that the bill should pass as it stands, and without | 
saying anything on the subject of the power of the | 
President to remove, and’ that would leave the | 
power as it has been understood to exist for a long | 
time, though it has been disputed in both branches | 
of Congress time after time. But, if I am not, 
mistaken, the bill as it stands provides that these | 
Officers shall be removable by the President. I sce 
no reason ander this power, as it has been under- | 


stood to exist so long, for inviting the interference i 


of the President, by inserting a provision giving | 


But, sir, under the suggestion which has been 
made by the Senator from Maine, I am not willing 
to press this question further. I would like to 
see the expériment made whichis proposed by 


this bil, that we may see whether it will an- | 


swer the purpose for which it is designed. | 


hope it will; I believe it will; but [do not under- |: 
stand that the law will.be beyond the control of } 
F hold that by a joint resolution of the : 
two Houses of Congress, and the approval of the | 
President, the bill ean be repealed at any time; | 
and I state this to relieve any apprehension that | 
may exist in the public mind that any great in- | 


Congress. 


jury can ensue from the trial proposed to be made 
of this mode of settling claims against the Gov- 
ernment. If other gentlemen, therefore, are wil- 


ling that this bill should pass without a provision : 
limiting the discretion of the President in the ex- || 
ercise of the power of removal in regard to these |! 


offices, I shall not object. 1 see that nothing is to 
be made in pressing such @ provision at this time. 
I am sorry to perceive that the honorable Senator 
from Maine is retracing his steps on this subject; 


for I understood him the other day to be an ad- ; 


vocate for restricting the power of the Executive; 
and | thought he approved the suggestion for so 


mocifying the pending amendment as to require || 
the advice and consent of the Senate to any re- | 
I put it to the Senator į 
from Mlinois whether he too desires to have the | 
It was on his suggestion || 


moval by the President. 


amendment withdrawn. 
originally that the amendment assumed its present 
form. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I meant only to suggest 
that neither form of amendment would be Jess ob- 
jectionable than that proposed by the Senator from 
New Hampshire. . 

Mr. BELL. Ishall not press the matter which 
I suggested the other day further; and I decline 
to do so only upon the ground suggested by the 


Senator from Maine that it might result in its de- | 


feat. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 
offered no amendment the other day, but that I 
stated that f concurred in the suggestions which 
had been made by the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. This is nota constitu- 
tional office. This office, which we are about to 


create by this bill, is in the nature of obtaining in- || 


formation upon which Congress is to act. ‘The 
offices which are abont to be created by this bill 
do not fall within the ordinary operation of the 


i| Constitution in reference to judicial, legislative, or į; 


executive offices. It is a sort of combined office, 
80 to speak, of an executive character, and which 
acquires a judicial character; but it is not final in 
its decisions. It must report to Congress. It is 
said, in one part of the bill, that where references 
are made to these commissioners by the heads of 
departments, or by Congress, in the natute of ar- 
bitrators, that an award in the case—that ig, the 


decision of these arbitrators, made such by the | 


coöperation of the heads of departments and of 
Congress, on the one side, and the acceptance of 
such arbitrators by the claimants on the other— 
may be made final and conclusive. But in refer- 


ence to the other duties which these commis- ` 
sioners are to perform, it is nothing more than a` 


commission to obtain information upon which Con- 
gress is toact; and Í see, therefore, that there isa 
perfect propriety that, when the Senate appoints 
such commissioners to act for them and the other 
branch of Congress, the President should not at 
his discretion remove these officers and appoint 
others, without a consultation of that body which 
thus selects the agents who are to obtain informa- 
tuon on which they (Congress) are to legislate, 
When this matter was discussed during the last 
session of Congress, this distinction was discussed 
in the course of many debates, and it was deter- 
mined, in the course of that discussion, that either 
branch of Congress had a right to appoint a com- 
mission, and to pay that commission out of the 
contingent fund, for the purpose of obtaining such 
information as it is proposed by this bill to be ob- 
tained. 1tdoes secm to me, therefore, that wholly 
independent of the question which was decided in 


I rise simply to state that I ! 


| gecided—I say, altogether independent of that 
il question, here is a case with which, in a legislative 
i| office of this description, we might mingle judicial 
|| funetions; that we might, without interfering with 
the decision of 1789, introduce into this bill such 


| portance to the country, that 1 would be willing to 
i give up my views upon this amendment, if by so 
doing { could secure the passage of the bill. 

Mr. BELL. The bill now proposes that the 
power of removal of these officers should be 
vested in the President. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I! should prefer to have 
the amendment of the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire. I prefer that these officers should not be 
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i Mr. HALE. Upon the suggestion of the Sena- 
|| tor from Maine, [Mr. Brapgury,] if I understand 
it, he agrees, if 1 withdraw my amendment, that 
either he or the Senator from Virginia [Mr. Hux- 
| TER} will move to amend this section by striking 
i| out all after the word “President,” in the ninth 
line. Is that the way I am to understand it? 

1 Mr. BRADBURY. l made that suggestion. 

i} Mr. HALE. Then, with the consent of the 
i! Senate, I will withdraw that amendment. 


{tis wholly immaterial. 
Mr. HUNTER. I desire to say one word, Mr. 
! President, by way of explanation. If I had my 
: own choice, I would make these officers as inde- 
| pendent as possible; but I know that were we to 
|, attempt anything of that kind we could not pass 
the bill. I have come to the conclusion that unless 
i| We escape thts objection and get a vote upon it 
_ to-day, the bill must, in all probability, fail. It 
`; Seems to me, therefore, best, if the bill is not right 
as it now stands, that we should vote it down, and 
if itis right, that we should carry it. I will say 
| farther, that I concur in the views of the Senator 
i from New Hampshire, in making these officers as 
independent as it is possible; but that I clearly see 
this cannot be done, and the passage of the bill be 
effected. If in after time we have removals of 
these officers by the President, it will only be be- 
cause such removals are usual: and even if we pass 
the bill as it is now, we cannot be any worse off 
|| than we are at present. Thi8 board is only to try 
| such cases as are referred to it by the heads of 
| departments. These (the heads of departments) 
"are as much removable by the President as this 
: board would be; and it is my opinion that the Pres- 
, ident would remove one or any of the heads of 
' departments with much less scruple than he would 
remove an officer who had received his appoint- 
' ment for a definite period. How, then, should we 
| be in a worse position than we are now? [cannot 
|| See that it is possible; because this board is only 
| to be a board of examiners; they are not to decide 
| finally. The matter referred to them, so far as 
i| any final operation is concerned, is entirely under 
i| Our power. It seems to me, therefore, that, so far 
|| as the removing power is concerned, we ghall be 
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no worse off then than we are now; and by pass- 
ing this bill we shall makea beginning in a good 
work of reform, and we may hereafter improve 
upon the principle. If the friends of the bill are 
willing to take it as it is, I hope they will agree to 
vote upon it; for I am strongly of opinion that 
unless we get a vote upon it to-day, we-shall not 
be able to carry it at all. 3 

Mr. WHITCOMB. Thisisa suitable occasion, 
Mr. President, for me to correct a mistake which 
was made in the report of my remarks which I 
made when this bill was last under the considera- 
tion of the Senate. Iam represented as saying 
that I was in favor of keeping this board beyond 
the reach of Executive removal. That was just 
the contrary of what I desiréd to say, and of what 
I wished to be understood. ‘The only allusion I 
made on the subject of removals by the Executive 
was, that the object sought to be attained by the 
Senator from New Hampshire, in extending the | 
time of holding these commissions to twelve years, 
was in fact defeated by the power granted to the | 
Executive to remove at pleasure. Jam in favor of 
maintaining that feature of the bill as it now stands 
1 can confide in the regard for the public welfare 
on the part of the President, for the time being, in 
the exercise or the non-exercise of that power, as 
well as I can confide in the purity of conduct and 
integrity of action of this board. That is all 1 de- 
sire to say. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the motion of the Senator from Maine, to 
strike out the words ‘* Shall be removable by the 
President. ”? 

Mr. TURNEY. Ivery much doubt the pro- 
priety of striking out these words, because, if I 
understand their operation—which I think I do— 
it appears to me that money may be extracted from 
the Treasury to a very large extent, which could 
not be the case if these officers were subject to re- | 
moval. Now, sir, under the existing laws, it re- 
quires the concurrent decision of the auditor and 
comptroller, before money can be drawn out of the 
Treasury. By this bill you are about to establish 
a board to try claims, Should the auditor and 
comptroller refuse to grant any claim, yet by a de- 
cision of a majority of this board—supposing one 
of the commissioners not to coincide in the decis- 
ion—by this majority of two commissioners, you 
are going to overrule the auditor and the comp- | 
troller and the non-agreeing commissioner. In 
other words, two men are to overrule three. Ij 
think this is very farifrom giving that protection to 
the Treasury which this bill professes to give; and 
more than that, you are proposing that these offi, 
cers shall not be removable. t> 

Several Sewarors. ‘ No,no;’’ and “ You are 
mistaken.” 

Mr. TURNEY. Ithink l am right. You say 
that these officers are not to be removable by the 
President. It is now in the bill that they shall be 
removable, and it is proposed that that provision 
shall be stricken out. I doubt, sir, exceedingly, 
the propriety of such a provision at all. It ap- 
pears to me, that in creating a court, a mere ma- 
jority of which shall have power over the decis- 
tons of the auditor and comptroller, so far from 
giving an additional guard to the Treasury, it is 


i 


only to bring down those guards which already || 


exist. So far as the bill provides that that class 
of claims coming before Congress for examina- 
tion, shall be referred to these commissioners, I 
regard it as a bill of vast importance; but I doubt 
whether any board, consisting of three members, 
can perform the duty of examining the claims be- 
fore Congress, and also act asa revising court over 
the auditors and comptrollers. 1 doubt whether 
you are not imposing more labor upon them than 
-it will be in the power of any three men to per- 
form. Every claim that is contested, as well as 
every claim that is rejected by the auditors and 
comptrollers, will be brought before this board; 
every claim that may require examination and 
labor in arriving at a satisfactory and correct decis- 
ion, will be brought before this board; and you | 
say that two of them may reverse the order of the | 
comptroller; and thus, sir, it will present to us the 
anomaly of two men permitting money .to be 
drawn out of the Treasury, when three men have 
decided that it shall not be drawn out. You take 
an appeal to this board; one of these men decides į 
that it shall not te be taken out of the Treasury, 


| is always a man of high character and legal learn- į 


| They, asa matter of course, will be inferior in 


| office. 


overrule the other commissioner, and the auditor 
and the comptroller. This provision, therefore, 
strikes me as being exceedingly wrong. Why, it 
is proposed to make a—— 

Mr. HUNTER. If my friend will permit me 
to interrupt him for a moment I think 1 can satis- 
fy him that he is laboring under a mistake. The 
Board of Accounts will not be allowed to try any 
cases except those which are sent by Congress. 
If such cases as those to which he refers should 
come to them, by way of appeal from the comp- 
troller, it will be lightening his labors. There are | 
a great many cases also in which the Secretary of | 
the Treasury is called upon.to deliver judicial 
opinions, and he will be relieved from them also. 

Mr. TURNEY. I understand this perfectly 
well. This proposed change has been an agitated 
question ever since the formation of the Govern- 
ment. 
accounting officer, need not at any time be called 
upon to give judicial decisions. They are to refer 
matters of that sort to the Attorney General, who 


ing; and I would prefer now to risk. this branch 
of the public service in the hands of the Attorney 
General rather than in the hands of these officers. 


point of legal attainments to the Attorney General; 
they will be men filling a much lower grade of : 
Ít is to be supposed that the Attorney 


The Secretary of the Treasury, nor any | 
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General would be a man of a higher and a greater 
weight of character than this board; and, sir, I be- 
lieve there never has been a complaint of the de- 
cision of any Attorney General in allowing money 
to be taken from the Treasury. This is the first 
time since the formation of the Government that | 
any decisions of the Attorney General have been 
complained of; and because some complaints have 


been made of recent decisions, it is now proposed |; 


to change the whole law, and create a different | 
tribunal altogether over the decisions of the audit- | 
ors and comptrollers. I know, sir, that a ques- | 
tion may be taken from the anditors to the board, | 


i Senator from New Hampshire. 


ramifications of the Government hereafter? Sir, 
it may be made ar objection. to anindividual aspi-. 
ring to the Presidency, that he is beyond that age, 


j and it would be readily argued that if a man is 


incapable of filling the office of commissioner ‘of. 


| claims at such an age, he is certainly incapable. of 
i filling the much higher office of President of the’ 


United States. In my judgment, sir, this is radi- 
eally wrong. IT have no doubt that whoever draft- 
ed this bill did not reflect. upon the consequences 
which would naturally grow out of it. 

Mr. HUNTER. I have already stated that I 
should like to see these words stricken out. I 
concur in the amendment. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, Lam in favor of 


| striking out these words; bat I think the Senator 


from Georgia must be entirely mistaken when he 
talks about the Senators all around him being over 
sixty-five years of age. [Laughter.} I know 
many gentlemen in office who have many years to 
run before they arrive at that venerable periód; 
and certainly many of the Senators around me 
would be unwilling to have so serious a’charge 
made against them. [Laughter.] To have. such 
an announcement made here in this presenc; T 
think, is exceedingly ill-timed and injudicious” =E 


| hope the Senator from Georgia will think over the 
: matter again. 


I am, however, in favor of the 
amendment. 

Mr. DAWSON. I take everything back, es- 
pecially so far asit relates to the Chair and the 
{Laughter.} But 
I think in this country the best judgments are ma- 
tured at from sixty-five to seventy-five years, and 
that we are then reaching the prime of life. [Laugh- 
ter.] But, seriously, I know that in many in- 
stances those who are about that age become more 


i useful than at any other period; and I am not 


and I hold that the practice under this law would | 


| be, in all such cases, where the Secretary of the | 


Treasury would take the opinion of the Attorney 
General, he would grant the appeal to the board, | 


and you would be conferring much greater power ii 
upon the board in a legal point of view than upon ij 


the Attorney General. 
vice are not binding or conclusive upon the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury. ~He may take it or not, as 
he pleases; the law does not compel him to take 
it; and thus this board have a direct power to 
draw money out of the Treasury; and, sir, two 
men will be drawing money from the Treasury 
against the opinion of three. Sir, that wouid pre- 
sent to my mind a very extraordinary state of | 
things. 


making it a great deal worse. ! 
should require the concurrent opinion of all the ; 
three commissioners, and that, even then, the | 
power of removal by the President should be re- 
tained. ; 

Mr. BELL. So far as regards the principle I 
advocated the other day, it certainly implies that | 
Congress has the power of removal. 1 withdraw | 
my opposition to the amendment. 


ment, and it was rejected. 

Mr. DAWSON. I move to amend the bill by 
striking out the words in the 15th line of the Ist 
section as follows: 
years.” Iam opposed, Mr. President, to estab- | 
lishing the principle that sixty-five years ista fair | 
period for the limitation of the capacity of men in | 
this country, especially when I look around and | 
see the various offices of this country filled by men | 
who are over that age; and the aspirants to the 
highest offices of the Government are over that 
age. I therefore move to strike out these words. 
Many of the seats around me in this Chamber are 
filled by gentlemen who have passed that period 
of life; and really the condition of the country at 
this period, and much of the patriotism which is | 
displayed in the present day, is displayed by gen- | 
tlemen who have passed that age, and we rely | 
upon them for prudence and patriotism. And why 


{ 
| 
l 
} 
i 
i 
l 
| 
i 


I think this provision is all-important; '! 
| and, for one, I was willing to allow this bill to |: 
| pass, hoping that provision would be retained. |: 
| But, sir, it is proposed to amend this bill by i; 
I think the bill ;' 


‘© Bat no one shail hold this | 
| office after he has reached the age of sixty-five 


His legal opinion and ad- || 


l 
{ 
| 
i 


; such a provision. 


going to lower my voice in sustaining a principle 
which would go to impute to them weakness, 
when they are in the full vigor of their mental 
powers. 

Mr. BUTLER. While I coincide with the 
amendment offered by the Senator from Georgia, 
E would remark that} doubt whether any of us 
ure in a situation to be very impartial on this 
subject ! 

The question was then taken on the amend- 
ment, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. FOOTE. {simply rise to say that | doubt 
whether we have the constitutional power to make 
I have given the subject con- 
siderable examination, and that is my opinion. I 
believe that to make such a limitation exceeds our * 
competency. 

The question being then taken upon the motion 
to strike out, it was agreed to. 

Mr. BRADBURY. [rise to move to amend 
the bill by inserting in the 8th line of the Ist 
section the word “six” in the place where the 
word ** twelve” has been stricken gut; and also in 
lines 10 and 12 that the words ‘‘two,” “four”? 
and ‘ six’? be inserted in the place of “four,” 
‘eight, and * twelve.” The purpose of the 
amendment is to muke the tenure of office six 
years instead of twelve. In order to carry out the 
principles of the bill, it is necessary that of the 
judges first appointed, one shall be for two, one 
for four, and one for six years. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. I shall, if that motion is 


i! negatived, move to insert ‘three’? in place of 
The question was then taken on the amend- |; 
the Senator from Maine. 
i| make the tenure of office three years. 


“six,” which is the amendment now offered by 
My proposition will 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. That amend- 
ment is not in order at this time, 

Mr. WHITCOMB.. I wish merely to say that 
I shall introduce it at the proper time, if the 
amendment now before us is rejected. 

Mr. HALE. I simply desire to give notice that 
if this amendment prevail, I shall move to sub- 
stitute for the numbers named, three, six, and 
nine. 


Mr. BUTLER. As that is the highest number 


| the question should be taken on that first. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. There has been 
but one amendment offered, and that is to insert 
“six in place of ‘twelve,’ ‘ four” in place of 


| “ eight,” and “ two” in place of “ four.” 

! Mr. BUTLER. I understood the Senator from 
| New Hampshire as indicating a purpose of offer- 
| ing three, six, and nines as a substitute; and the 


| question on the longest time is always taken first. 


should we undertake the establishment of a prin- | 
Mr. HALE. I move to amend the amendment 


but the other two say that it shall; and thus the ma- || s} s e 
ciple which may be carried out through all the i 


jority, consisting only of the two commissioners, |i 
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of the Senator from Maine, so as to make the terms 
“six, and nine years. 
three SOR ESIDING OFFICER. If the amend- 
ment of the Senator from, Maine be rejected, then 
ihe Senator cannot submit the proposition to 
amend. mig Ey 5 
Mr. HALE Is it not a fair subject of amend- 
ment to. aler the time? -Have 1 not a right to 
modify. the amendment of the Senator from Maine, 
by moving “ pine’? instead of “six,” “ six’? in- 
stead of -** four,” and ‘three’ instead of “two?” 
J desire to avail myself of the suggestion of the 
“Senator from South Carolina, and have the vote 
taken on the longest period first. Jf it is not in 
order: L shall waive it, but it strikes me that it is 
jn order as an amendment to the amendment. 
“The PRESIDING OFFICER.. If it is to fill 
up:a blank it will be in order to make the motion, 
‘and the vote will be taken on the longest time first. 
HALE. The provision was stricken out 
ay, and the motion is to fill the blank thus 


e PRESIDING OFFICER. And there are 
other portions of the bill which it is proposed to 
amend, which have not been stricken out. 

Mr. MILLER. I would inguire of the Chair 
whether, if the motion of the Senator from Maine 
prevail, it will be in order to move to strike out 
the number of years, and to insert others? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will not be 
in order to strike out words that have been adopt- 
ed by the Senate. 

Mr. MILLER. Will it not be in order to 
amend the amendment before the vote is taken 
upon it? l 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
will be on filling the blank created by striking out 
the word “ twelve.’? The question will be taken 
first on the longest term proposed. 

Mr. BRADBURY. Dol understand that the 
vote is to be taken first on the proposition of the 
Senator from New Hampshire? 

Several Senators. The longest term first. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I beg leave to trouble the 
Senate with a single remark. It will be perceived 
that the proposition to be voted on is for a longer 
period than | have proposed. Even that term does 
not meet the views of some Senators who prefer 
one still longer. Others wish the term to be only 
three years. Itig obvious thatall cannot be grati- 
fied; and I would: suggest that six years is the 
medium period, and one, therefore, which will be 

e likely to unite the greatest number of supporters. 
The subject was much discussed the last session 
ia the other House, and six years was the term 
which commended itself to the majority. I am 
satisfied that it is the term which will be most 
generally satisfactory; and I hope that Senators 
who have proposed extremes will not persist in 
them, and that the term of six years will be gen- 
erally concurref in, 

Mr. BUTLER. I should have greatly preferred 
a term still longer than twelve years. My prefer- 
ence for an office like this is for a life tenure. I 
am willing, however, to go for nine years. Bat, 
sir, if you reduce the term of office to three years, 

. as is proposed by my friend who sits near me, 
[Mr. Wurrcoms,] cr even in adopting the term of 
six years, we shall run the risk of incurring the 
objection, which, in my opinion, ought to be fatal 
to the bill—namely, that these offices will be be- 
stowed by the President as political rewards. Even 
at six years, the objection is good; and, besides, 
offiveis worthy of the place ought not to be brought 
here upon an uncertainty. Nine years, it seems to 
me, is reasonable; but 1f you go on reducing the 
term to six or three years, I do not know that I 
can give my sanction to the bill. The offices will 
be filled by a set of political hacks; and, for my 
part, Lam just as willing that the public accounts 
should be settled in any other way as by sucha 
board of officers. ; 
. Mr. BRADBURY. Six years is the proposed 
tenure. Jt is the same term as that for which 
Senators themselves hold their office. If the offi- 
cers are well selected, they wiil be likely to be per- 
manent; and if the choice shoulg happen to be 
unfortunate, then most certainly a change should 
be made. I see no reason to doubt that the tenure 
will be sufficiently permanent. 


The question being then taken upon the propo- | 


sition submitted by Mr. Hare, to make the term 
of the commissioners nin years, it was rejected. 


Mr. WHITCOMB. 


ł 
} 
ij 
i 
i 


H 
| 
i 
i 
{ 
j 
i 


| 


i 
{ 


| strange obliquity of vision seizes us on coming 
| here, in relation to the salariesand terms of service 


i terms, than those to which similar functions are | 
assigned in the several States. Who would pro- 


| and efficiency, a bad one cannot be removed too 


| after going through all the forms of a judicial in- || 


i 
t 


i 


: officers whose decisions the board is to supervise, | 
; except that the decisions of the board are to be final, |: 


| each case. 


: board shall extend, and at a suitable time I shall į 
It seems to me that a |j move an amendmént to carry out these views. li 


of public functionaries.. The idea seems to pre- 
vail that all offices connected with: the Federal 
Government, must be for larger salaries and longer į 


| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
i 
| 


pose that the tenure of office of an auditor or comp- | 
troller of a State, should be for six years? And 
yet there is as great a necessity for experience in 
ihe management of public accounts in officers there, 
as in those here, and the facilities for gaining 1 
are, perhaps, less. A good officer will commend 
himself for continuance in office, by his integrity 


j] 
| 
soon. lam in favorof the three years term. 

Mr. BALDWIN. I confess that Ihave some | 
doubt of. the propriety of enacting a law of this 
description, unless we provide for a sufficient 
tenure of officers who are to adjust these contro- 
versies. This law authorizes the appointment of 
commissioners, who are to consider certain con- 
troversies between. the United States and individ 
uals, which they are not authorized finally to | 
decide, but are required to report to Congress for 
their subsequent action, But there are certain || 
other controversies, which, by the terms of this || 
bill, this board thus constituted, are to decide con- || 
clusively between the United States and individual 
claimants. They are to make those decisions, 


vestigation. The parties are to be heard by their || 
counsel, an attorney is to be appointed to represent || 
the interests of the Government, testimony is to be 
taken as in ordinary litigation between parties to 
a controversy. Why, then, when this tribunal 
are to decide conclusively the rights of the United 
States on one side, and the rights of the party | 
litigating with the United States on the other, is It i! 
not an exercise of judicial power within the mean- | 
ing of the Constitution, which declares that the | 

| 

| 


judicial power shall extend to all cases arising 
under this Constitution, the laws of the United 
States, treaties made, &c., and to controversies to | 


are kept. 


| ders, and malfeasances of clerks. 


which the United States shall be a party? Now, | 
sir, so far as the action of this board is that of a | 
mere investigating committee of Congress, whose 

duty it is to ascertain facts, and report them to |; 
Congress fortheir ultimate decision, they do not |; 


act asa judicial tribunal; but, so far as they are ji 
invested by the terms of thįs att with a power of į; 
deciding definitively and conclusively on litigated | 
controversies with the United States, and where |, 


| evidence is introduced upon one side or the other, |; 
‘it appears to me, they act in the character of a i 
' judicial tribunal, and exercise power which is con- ;' 


ferred by the Constitution oniy upon those who 


! are to hold their offices by the tenure of good be-. 
! havior. 


Mr. HUNTER. The gentleman perhaps is; 
not aware that the departments now hear cases '. 
which are submitted to them. This bill, then, in | 


; Many respects, only requires this officer to do what i; 
: has been already done by the comptrollers and |, 


heads of departments. i 
Mr. BALDWIN. These mere executive offi- i; 


| cers of the Government act administratively, and H 


not judicially, as it is provided these commissioners |; 
snail. ii 

Mr. WHITCOMB. The honorable Senator |; 
from Connecticut, it seems to me, Jabors under a i 


| misapprehension. The functionsconferred by this |: 


biil on the Board of Accounts, are not more judi 
cial in extent or character, than those already 
exercised under existing laws by the accounting | 


: 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
j 
| 


In one sense, some judical power is exercised in 
Now, to that feature of the bill—the 
feature which gives this board the power of revis- || 
ing and reversing the decisions of the proper | 
accounting officers, I am epposed. Jam willing to `i 
make them simply an initiative board, to see that 
evidence is properly taken in relation to claims, 
and to report such evidence, with their opinions 
thereon, for the final action of Congress. I am also 
willing to authorize and require them to examine į 
into and report upon the public accdunts and the 
state of the finances—an important duty, which, it `; 
seems, no committee of Congress has performed || 
or is likely to perform, thoroughéy or satisfactorily. | 
Beyond this l am not willing the power of this 


‘anything, to be sure. But why? 


{something of this kind is wanted, 
i will not dwell longer on the subject, 


_ cannot do good; they may do harm. 
i itas an offence offered to the head of any bureau 


The amendment to fill the blank with “six ”? 
was then agreed to; and the Chair announced that 
the other portions of the bill would be made to 
correspond. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I move to strike 
out all after the word “conclusive,” in the 24th 
line of the first section, down to the word “© United 
States,” viz: ‘it shall also bethe duty of the said 
board to examine quarterly the public accounts in 
the several Executive Departments of the Govern- 
ment and in the Patent Office, and make report as 
to the condition of these accounts, or of any errors 
which may have been detected either as to the 
statement of amounts or the method in which they 
These reports shall be made annually 
to Congress, and quarterly to the President of the 
United States.” 

I think this board should consist of men of the 
highest judicial qualifications; if so, they will least 
of all be adapted to ferreting out the defects, blun- 
That would be 
the qualification of a constable, and not of a judge. 
We have now an organization in each depart- 
ment. We havea distinct head. for each depart- 
ment, and, so far as I am able to judge, our organ- 
ization is very complete. If this responsibility 


| be divided between the heads of departments and 


this board of commissioners, { think it will be a 
great evil to the country—a great injury to the 
efficiency of the departments. If it relieves the 
head of the department of some labor, it strips 
him of an equal amount of power; it strips him of 
an equal amount of dignity, and greatly impairs 
the efficiency of the department. ‘These are the 
main reasons which have influenced me in offer- 
ing this amendment. 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope the amendment wilt 
not prevail. {do not agree with the Senator from 
Mississippi that the judicial qualifications of these 
officers would unfit them for the duty of examining 
into these accounts. It is one of those matters 
which require special knowledge, and, because 
they are for a long term of years, they will be 
much more capable of looking into them than any 
one else, and see that they are kept according to 


i the proper system, and what changes, if any, are 


necessary to be made. The heads of departmenta 


' are generally politicians, men of eminence, and a 


great deal of general knowledge, but they cannot 
be expected to have that special knowledge which 
is necessary in order to enable them to perform 
these investigations. Asa proof of it, you have, 
according to the standing rule of the House of 
Representatives, committees appointed for the 


| purpose of examining into the accounts of the 


departments. They have never accomplished 
Because they 
have not time to attend to it, and they have not 
that sort of special knowledge which is necessary 
to enable them to discharge their investigating 
duties faithfuily and intelligently. 

Sir, I believe this measure will relieve the heads 
of departments of matters which ought not prop- 
erly to come within their duties, It will give the 
heads of departments the assistance of a valuable 
and enlightened board to make these investiga- 
tions, and make such changes as are necessary in 
the system of keeping the public accounts. I be- 


ij lieve that whoever will go into the departments 


and examine the condition of the accounts, and 
the mode in which they are kept, will acknowl- 
edge that some changes ought to be made; that 
But, sir, I 
I have some 
two or three times presented my views at large, 
and to these views | have now nothing to add. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. In reply to the 


! Senator from Virginia, I will suppose the board to 
| be organized with such men as he has described. 


Let them go, for instance, to the Quartermaster’s 
Department. To them it would be a wilderness 
of papers, in which they would be hopelessly lost 
unless the Quartermaster should guide them. Let 
them go to the Engineering Bureau. Let them go 
to any of those offices which have been Jong es- 
tablished, the result must be the same. They 
I look upon 


or department to say, as this bill in effect says, 
that he is so incompetent, so unwilling to do his 


| duty, that he cannot detect, and will not punish, 


derelict clerks, and report their malfeasances. 


I 


| hold it to be a reflection upon a department to 


imagine that it is necessary to raise a commission 


1850. 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


971 


whose regular. duty’shall be to examine into its 
. accounts. When such examination is necessary, 
it should be specially ordered and rigorously per- 
formed. ‘The Senator-has said very justly, that 
the committees of. the House, to which he has re- 
ferred, have not time to perform the investigations 
which should be made by them. Will this board 
have more tim? If they are to have all those 
claims before them that now go to the committees 
of Congress, can they add to those investigations 
the additional labors of inspecting the details of 
the accounting officers? | think they will have 
much less instead of any more time than our com- 
mittees. ` : 

Mr. HUNTER. I said the other day, and I 
repeat now, that, although this measure is now 
here, it is not new to other countries. The French 
have a beard of accounts, and they perform many 
more duties than we propose to assign to this 
board. They do them efficiently and readily by 
sitting but three times a weck. 
account comes before them for revision, and they 
have a much larger expenditure than we have. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. We are a nation 
of sovereigns, Mr. President, and very many of 
these sovereigns have claims before Congress. In- 
dividuals, as well as’ disbursing officers, have ac- 
counts before our departments. There is in the 
character of the claims a great difference between 
the accounting officers of the United States and 
those of France. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. President, it is 
proposed by the Senator from Mississippi to strike 
from the bill so much of it as requires this board 
to examine into the accounts of the departments, 
and report to the President quarterly, and to Con- 
gress annually on the condition of those accounts. 
I shall vote with the gentleman from Mississippi to 
strike out, upon the ground that this board will 
not have time to execute all these duties, by ex- 
amining these accounts and settling the various 
claims that may come before them. L think it be- 
longs to Congress to make an annual examination 
into all these offices here, but I have never known 
it to be done. I was once appointed chairman of a 
committee in the other House to examine into the 
accounts of one of the departments. I never could 
get a quorum of the committee at the department 
to make an examination. 1] presume there never 
has been an examination and report by one of 
those committees. In all the State governments, 
committees are annually appointed to go and ex- 
amine the accounts of the different offices, and 
report upon the condition of the books, the 
nature of the accounts, the service rendered by 

„the officer, and the manner in which everything 
presents itself. Jt ought to be done here; but 
whether it ever will be done is another matter. It 
never has been done here. I could give you instance 


after instance, showing the propriety of having it | 


done. Ido not believe you have an alphabet in 
any of the departments that will enable you to 
tell to whom land warrants have been granted. 
And unless you know the company or the regi- 
ment, and then the name of the soldier, I doubt 
very much whether you can find even the name, 
unless it has been granted to his heirs, his father, 
brothers, or sisters, &c. Í will not go into this 
subject. I could give you fact after fact, showing 
the propriety of these examinations, but | believe’ 
this board will not have time to do this; and if 
Congress shall act hereafter, as they have done 


heretofore, I do not see that there ever will be any- | 


thing of this kind done. . 
The question now is, whether this board can do 


all these duties, which we ourselves ought to per- | 


form, and, besides that, settle all claims brought 
against the Government. 
will hardly have the time to do it, and, therefore, 


as this isa bill, taking, I think, an initiative step ina } 


great reform, and will do great good, I am. not dis- 
posed to burden these officers with too many du- 
ties. Batifitis found, on one year’s trial, that 
they will have any leisure time, Í assure my friend 
from Virginia that | shall go with him to occupy 
their time beneficially. But Ido think there isa 
great deal of reason in the course suggested by 
the Senator from Mississippi, and, therefore, I 
will support his amendment. 

Mr. CASS. Mr. President, I can see no pos- 
sible objection to trying this experiment. What 
harm will itdo? What malfeasance is there pre- 
supposed? None whatever. It is only presup- 
posed that the heads of departments have not time 


Every item of |; 


It seems to me that they | 


| to examine into these accounts. We will lose 
: nothing by this experiment. If the board report 
| that they cannot perform the duty, then we can 
: take it from them. -Fdo not see any practical use 
! in the amendment... - 

| Mr. UNDERWOOD. It was suggested by the 
: Senator that there would be no. propriety in divi- 
| ding their duties. Now, if you impose upon them 
more than they can perform, and they will have 
to neglect either the claims or the accounts, it does 
seem to me that, unless we adopt the amendment, 
these officers will be burdened with more than 
: they can perform; and, if that is done, which will 
| they neglect? It may bea pretext, as it is in other 
; cases, for neglecting the whole. 

i Mr. CASS. I believe that they will be able to 
| perform both classes of duties. 

| The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Davis, and it was not agreed to. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. I believe the committee 
i neglected a small matter, which is nevertheless of 
| some importance. It is to provide a. messenger 
for this board. I think it a very important matter 
for their convenience and the dispatch of their 
business, that they should have a messenger. I 
therefore move to insert in the sixth line of the 
twelfth section, after the words per annum, the 
words **a messenger, whose salary shall be $500 
per annum.” I will add to this amendment these 
words, “and the said board may remove their 
messenger without reporting to Congress.” 

Mr. WHITCOMB. ifthe Senator will modify 
his amendment, so as to insert a provision for a 
messenger, in lieu of the provision for an assistant 
clerk, | shall feel more like voting for it. I cannot 
see that two clerks are necessary. I therefore ask 
the Senator from Kentucky to modify his amend- 
ment, by substituting in place of the clause making 
provision for the assistant clerk, the words ‘ and 
a messenger if it be necessary,” &c. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I hardly think myself 
that an assistany clerk is necessary. But | thought 
that the committee had probably investigated the 
matter, and therefore I did not wish to interfere 
with what the committee had done. 1 will then 
! consent to modify my amendment by proposing to 
| strike out the words ‘and an assistant clerk if it 
be necessary, at a salary of $1,500,” and insert 
in lieu thereof the words, “anda messenger at a 
salary of $500 per annum.” 

The amendment was adopted. 


Mr. WHITCOMB. I now move to amend the 
i fifth line of the 12th section by striking out of it 
“18” and inserting “14.” I understand $1,400 
is the highest salary given to any clerk, except the 
' chief clerks of departments or of bureaus, and per- 
haps a very few others. 

Mr. DAWSON. I ask for a division of the 
question on striking out and inserting. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is not divisible, 

Mr. DAWSON. Then [ will say that this 
office of clerk will be a very laborious one. The 
clerk will have nearly as much to do as the com- 
missioners. His labor will be excessive. The 
salary of $1,800 is not too much, and in my opin- 
ion is not enough to induce a person to come here 
and settle down with a family. | hope the amend- 
ment will not prevail. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. I now move to amend the 
first section of the bill by striking out ail from the 
| word “pending,” in the nineteenth line, to the 
i word ‘* cases,” in the twenty-second line, both in- 
clusive. 

The effect of this amendment, Mr. President, 
will be to take from the board their power as an 
|. appellate tribunal from the accounting officers. It 
is to confine their duties simply to preparing claims 
| for the consideration of Congress. 1 shall not 
make a speech on this matter; but I wish to state, 
as briefly as possible, the reasons which have in- 
duced me to offer this amendment. In addition to 
: the reasons already briefly given for this amend- 
: ment, Į fear that this supervising power proposed to 
i be exercised over the decisions of the proper ac- 
; counting officers, and the privilege allowed to these 
| officers to refer any cases to the board, even before 
: any decision is made upon them, will be a great 
‘inducement to these officers who are now known 
to the law, and are legally responsible for the dis- 
i charge of their duties, to shuffle off their responsi- 
| bility upon this board. The labor in this respect, 


will only be shifted from one officer to another, 
and so far what do you gain? The responsibility 
of a final decision in every case, must rest .some- 
where, and why not Jet it remain.where it-is? | It 
is supposed, perhaps, that the-board will exercise 
a watchful scrutiny over. the accounting officers as 
now established by law. . But do they need scru- 
tiny, or do they need it more than the board will? 
Who will watch the watchers? 

To make the context of the section harmonious, 
I also move to strike out of the 24th line the words, 
“the decision upon all such cases shall be final 
and conciusive.’” 

Mr. HUNTER. The object of the amendment 
seems to be to leave to this board the decision 
only of such cases as will have to be referred by 
them to Congress. ` 

Mr. WHITCOMB. That is it. 

Mr. HUNTER. [I think it will turn out inthe 
end to relieve Congress and the heads of depart- 
ments very much. The appellate jurisdiction, as. 
itis called, of this board, extends only tosuch cases = 
as are referred to it by the heads of departments,’ 
Those cases often require judicial investigation. 
The Secretary of the Treasury has had referred to 
him cases arising out of the Mexican and Florida 
wars, which involve judicial questions, and which 
will take him months to determine. _ Such a board 
as this would relieve the departments of many of 
these cases. I hope the amendment will not pre- 
vail. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I move to strike 
out of the fifth line of the twelfth section the words 
« whose salary shall be $1,800 per annum,” and 
insert in liew thereof the words ‘* whose salary 
shall be equal to that of clerks of the first grade 
next to the chief clerks in the other departments.” 
l will state that there is nothing so unequal as the 
salaries of the clerks of the departments. The 
chief clerks receive in some of the departments 
$1,600, and in others $1,800. There are a great 
number of the oldest.and most competent clerks 
performing laborious duties for $800, $1,000, and 
$1,200 per annum. Ihave long desired the gen- 
eral equalization of the salaries of the clerks. ‘he: 
bill, as it now stands, proposes to give to the clerk 
of this subordinate bureau, about to be created, a 
salary equal to that of a chief clerk in many of the 
departments. 

Mr. PRATT. Mr. President, I doubt whether 
the amendment of the Senator from Mississippi is 
in order. Upon the amendment of the Senator» 
from Indiana, which was rejected by the Senate, a 
proposition to strike out $1,800 and insert $1,400 
was distinctly made and acted upon. Now, the 
proposition of the Senator from Mississipp!, though 
couched in different language, is identically the 
same, for the salary of the grade of clerks to which 
the amendment refers is $1,400 per annum. The 
chief clerks in the departments receive $1,800, the 
next grade of clerks receive $1,400; so that the re- 
sult of the proposition of the Senator from Missis- 
sippi is, if he means the chief clerks, to leave the 
billas it now stands; but, if he means the second 
grade of clerks, then the proposition has been al- 
ready proposed by the Senator from Indiana and - 
rejected by the Senate. f therefore think the 
amendment out of order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER overruled the 

oint of order, the motion being to strike out and 
insert other matter than that embraced in the mo- 
tron referred to. 

Mr. BERRIEN. I think the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi may defeat his own object; for there is a 
clerk, independent of the chief clerk, in one depart- 
ment, who receives a salary of $2,000, so that the 
effect of his amendment may be to raise the com- 
pensation of this officer to that sum, 

Mr. CASS. f would suggest that it would be 
better to name some specific sum, as there is a 
class of clerks who receive $1,600, and the amend- 
ment might be construed so as to allow that salary 
to this clerk. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. BALDWIN moved to amend the first sec- 
tion of the bill by erasing from the nineteenth line 
the words “and determine,” and from the twenty- 
third line the words “ the determination of,” and 
from the twenty-fourth line the words ‘and their 
decisions upon all such cases shall be final and 
conclusive,” and to insert in lieu of the last-men- 


| tioned words the following: ‘And shall report to 


the head of such department or to Congress their 
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ting also the facts thus found ta be established, under appro- 
priate heads, together with such history of the claim as shalt i| 
show what action, if any, has been had thereon by Congress |! 
or any of the departments; who is the owner-thereof; and 
if an assignee, when, and for what consideration he became 
interested therein. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HALE moved to amend by adding at the 
end of the amendment just adopted, the words “‘ as 
far as practicable.” i 

The amendment was adopted. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
| third reading, and was then read a third time by 

its title, and the question was stated to be on the 
passage of the bill. 

Mr. HOUSTON. There are various amend- 
ments to this bill, which f have not heard, nor am 
| I apprised of what they are. I have not regarded | 
| it as a measure favorable to the attainment of any | 
valuable object. For upwards of fifty years the | 
| country has been enabled to get along without the 
|! creation of any board of accounts, unless it wa 
| a temporary board, once created in this place. If | 
the auditors and officers now created by law are 
not sufficient for the adjustment of accounts, I 
cannot conccive of any advantage that will resul 
‘to the country from the creation of this board. I 


opinion thereon,” The section, if amended, will 
read : | 
(< {t shall be the duty of this board to hear all cases pend- 
ingin any department Which may have arisen out of any 
jaw of positive regulation: whieh may be referred to such 
board. by the bead-of such department, and all cases which 
may be referred by. Congress to said board, and shal} report 
to the head ef such departiment or to Congress their opinion 
thereon’? her ae 
“The amendment, if adopted, will remove an ob- 
jection. which exists, in my. judgment, to the bill 
tn its present form; invests the board with judicial 
power to determine finally and conclusively upon 
controversies to which the United States is a party, 
without giving to those who are to exercise it the 
independent tenure of office prescribed by the 
Constitution for a judge. Those who are to de- 
cide finally between the Government and a citizen 
ought to be in a sitnation to act independently, 
not under the influence ofa fear of removal. 
rt: TURNEY. The amendment will obviate 
an objection which I expressed to the bill, that two 
en would have the power to overrule the decision 
sf three; but if the case be referred back again to 
the head of the department, as the amendment pro- 
poses, that head of department will have before 
him the opinions of the Auditor and. Comptroller, 
and also the opinions of these three commission- |! jt is necessary to render any additional assistance, | 
ers, so that he will be better able to judge of the | 
merits of the case. I think the amendment is a 
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i| patch the business in the various offices, I am : 
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; sioners, 


decided improvement-of the bill. 

Mr. PRATT. This,sir, isthe only amendment 
which has yet been offered, the concurrence in 
which by the Senate will make me feel indifferent 
as to the passage of the bill. I only feel anxious 
in regard to the passage of the bill, because I be- 
lieve the interests of the public creditors of the 
United States imperatively demand it at our hands, 
as an act of justice to them. Ido not see how we |! for this especial purpose. 
ean progress at all towards the attainment of that |: 


n pro : : dependent of the Government with a moderate i 
object if we adopt an amendment by which these | salary—and no remarks 1 shall make on this oc- 


officers, appointed by us, according to the theory | casion can apply to any individual, for no names 
of the biil, to determine with reference to the rights}! have ‘been suggested to fill these offices—if they 
of those creditors, val ony be required to report © are appointed, with moderate salaries, we know 
to Congress. Why, sir, the committees report to | the influences and appliances that are made, the : 
Congress now. You have upon your table, per- i; wants created by the necessity of individuals who ; 


haps, some hundreds of bills, reported session after |! will have to transfer their residence to this place - 
i! from some remote part of the country, and I think ; 


; ready and willing at all times to render my aid. i 
But to create a board of this description, upon | 
| which I think Congress will be mainly dependent | 
| for its action and its judgment, I am unwilling. Uf | 
| Congress, with the aid of the several accounting | 
| officers of the several departments, is unable to | 
_ dispaggh the business, I think it will be throwing | 


| too great a responsibility upon the officers created | 


session, in favor of debts due to the public credit- | 


ors; and yet these bills are unacted upon.. The | the salary proposed would not be sufficient to sus- 
effect of this amendment is, that these officers, | tain them a year. It would be inadequate to the | 
about which we have.taken so much trouble, are |: duties and expenses incident to a residence in this 
to examine the subjects: referred to them, and then | place. Therefore, I think it well that they should | 
report to Congress. If that were so, it would, in |i be appointed for life, er if possible for two life- 
my opinion, render this board entirely useless, and }' times. The plan forcibly suggests to me the fable 
“it would be, as some gentlemen suggest, a waste of) of the fox and the swallow. If you were to ap- 
money. ee i; point the officers of this board for life, they might, 

Lam perfectly willing that any other amendment |! after a time, by means which would certainly be 
may be adopted, which will not endanger the pas- | applied, secure enough to live independently, or 
sage of the bill, I do not think the Senate ought | become rich; but if you exchange them from time 
to be particular as to the entire perfection of its |: to time, and make the time short, the consequence 
details, because, after that board is appointed, we | wiil be that every gentleman must aggrandize 
may at any time increase or diminish its duties. |: himself as faras he can. I have had some ex- 
After the board has gone into operation and we | perience, and some observation in settling accounts | 
have seen its effect, it can and will be amended. | in this city. If the accounting officers are not 
But the great object is to have such a board, in. honest, if they are not capable, if the experience 
order that the public creditors may have their de- of years, and the revision of the successive heads 
mands upon the Government examined and de-.. of departments are not sufficient to restrain them, `: 
termined upon, Congress may hereafter, at any | let new facilities be added to them; but do not 
time, incorporate upon this bill, by way of an | create new means of corruption and misapplica- 
amendatory act, anything that is desired. I hope | tion of power. Claims have been pending here 
this amendment will not prevail. i: si W 


Í 
Mr. BALDWIN. In regard to all the other | 
claims provided by this bill to be submitted to the 
board, itis already declared that the decision of 


the board shall be reported and acted upon there- 


: since I came to this Senate, and I do know that |: 
ramifications and influences are not much beyond 

what is calculated. It can be seen that around | 
this city, there are individuals concerned, con- : 
e ; >- i! nected, and operating with indirect influences, not 

after by Congress. All claims founded upon equi- © only upon this body, but upon all the officers of `: 
table considerations, notwithstanding the investi- | the Government; and unless you get men who ; 
gation of this board, notwithstanding their decision |, are placed above all necessity of dishonesty, those -` 
with regard to their equity, are to be acted upon by |; pleas which will be presented to them, of neces- $ 


Congress. My object is to place all the claims, |i sity and of the suffering of families, of great 
either legal or equitable, that may be referred to | 


this board, upon the same basis. I would divest | 


wrongs endured by them, and the high claims of | 


i s 1 wou l: justice, may induce these gentlemen to yield a de- |, 
the board entirely of the exercise of judicial power, | ‘cision prejudicial to the interests of the United 
because I do not believe that it is competent for us | 


: c P States 

to invest this board with any portion of the judi-:: I well know that in Texas a board of this de- 
cial power of the Government, unless they are ap- || scription was formed. One of the executive offi- 
pointed and hold their oftice by the same tenure as 


d and cers of the administration was at the head of that ` 
other judicial officers—that is, during good beha- 
vior, 


ji 
J} 


: board;and I remember that in six months, though - 


The question being taken on the amendment, it |! 


| it was not a difficult task, Texas was bankrupt, | 
and this law was repealed. Why was it repealed ? 
| Because allowances had been made by that board 


\ z nt, | not only destructive to the treasury of the country, | 
to insert after the word ‘‘ same,” in the tenth line || but to its moral condition, and claims were created i 


of the eighth section, as follows: | of every description, and brought in from all por- ; 
And the prineiples upon which their decision rests, sta- |} tions of the country, which were granted. i 


was rejected. 
Mr. BRADBURY. I propose an amendment, 


i 
| 


i 


j 
i 
i 


If they are created in- |; 


After the invasion of this city by the British in 
1814, a temporary board was created, to settle 
claims,and the wrongs were so manifest, the cor- 
ruptions. so evident, that Congress knocked it on 
the head the first opportunity it had. You may 
depend upon it thatthe evils growing out of an 
institution of this kind will be ruinous. If the 
safeguards that have existed during the period 
that this Government has existed fail, Ido not 
hope in these modern times to find any expedient 
that will remedy the defects. Give more aid, if 
necessary; give men of the highest integrity and 
capacity, and make the responsibility direct, with- 
out running through all the lumber that Congress 
will have to do, to detect the acts of these commis- 
Sir, it will form a chain too long and 
strong to be wound around this Government, if it 
isadopted. The treasury will be opened only to 
men through corrupting influences and appliances 
unwholesome to the character of this Government. 
But it is said that France has done this. What is 
the consequence? France bas auditors of ac- 
counts; that is, they have a board of accounts, 
And what is the consequence? The French treas- 
ury is always empty; always begging, borrowing, 
or repudiating. Until we see there has been an 


Š enaa aaa ae tances] utter failure, and that Congress cannot get along 
or create any additional number of officers to dis- ;; 


with the business that necessarily devoives upon 
it, let us adhere to the system we have pursued. 
Nor does this board diminish the business of 
Congress; for Congress has to revise their acts. 
Who is there here who would act upon any com- 
mittee that would be appointed, and go into a 
revision and scrutiny that would detect the frauds 
which might be practised upon this Government? 
I donotsay that Í should be more strict than oth- 
ers, but I think we are all too remiss. If we 
looked into them, we might find abundant reason 
to believe that dishonesty had been practised. 


i Men have been lingering here for nine years 

Owing to what? To a misapplication of time, and 
' because attorneys are claiming a certain division 
: of their property; and they, poor fellows, are 


bound down and ground down by penury and 
want, when the Government owes them thousands 
and tens of thousands of dollars which they are 
unable to obtain, because the influence of these 


` men is so far extended that the officials of the Gov- 


; ment? 


_ like Senators, for they act under an oath. 


; ernment have not manliness enough to do an act 
; of justice to these claimants, if these men oppose 


it. What must be the disposition of him who 
had the charge of such claims against the Govern- 
And what man is there who had the 
power of disposing of the ten thousand contingent 
fees, who would not yield? He must be a man 
divested of avarice, and must stand enthroned in | 
majesty and integrity far above men that are gen- 
erally known to the world, who have been placed 
in positions of that character where great tempta- 
tions have been offered. 

But, sir, where will you get them? (and I am 
glad that my remarks cannot apply to any indi- 
vidual, as no one has been suggested to fill any of 


. these stations.) If you give them this petty salary, 
-it will be inadequate to the demands of their ex- 


travagance, elegance, or taste. They must sus- 


‘tain dignity and character—and then virtue will 


yield, and then honest integrity will become more 


' convenient with the petty corruptions of the times, 


in which they live. They will yield by degrees, 


: from one step to another, and you will find them 


finally immersed in deep corruption. Sir, I would 
sooner rely upon two auditorial departments in 
this Government, than any board of this descrip- 
tion on earth. Moreover, if I have read this bill 
aright, it presumes so much upon the virtue of the 
appointees, that really it does not require the ad- 
Ministration of an oath for the discharge of their 


. duties with integrity and fidelity. There is no 


oath prescribed for the commissioners, 


; They are 
not required to take an oath. 


They are not to act 
y Butit 
is upon honor that this board of accounts is to 
act. If this bill were to become a law, | would 
screw them down most strictly; and I would see 
that they were held accountable to conscience as 
well as to the laws of the country, and you will 
find both necessary. 

Why has not England found out this expedient ? 
They have an excellent set of auditorial officers 


. there, [ am told; the treasury is well guarded with- 


out any board of accounts. We are for imitating 
England in most matters—cheap postage, and 
others of that character. They generally lead the 
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way in such matters. I would be for waiting 
for England to lead phe way in niatters of this sort, 
before I introduced innovations upon the institu- 
tions of our own country. Before I do that, I 
would regard the experience of the past. ` Our 
business is to adjust accounts against the Govern- 
ment, where equity applies, and the law does not 
cover the case; and where itis a subject of justice 
without law, Congress’ has ‘competency, in con- 
nection with the codrdinate departments of the 
Government, to award to every man his just due. 
Under these circumstances I never can, and never 
will, vote for an auditorial board, unless I wish to 
see privileges and powers accorded to a few selected 
men, infirm in their nature as all humanity is. 
Till we have higher guarantees than we now have, 
or have ever had, 1 will never trust them with 
power which shall place them beyond the control 
of this body. 7 

Mr. BRADBURY. I would like to ask if the 
honorable Senator from Texas intends to state that 
he waited for the example of England, when he 
was instrumental in establishing a republican form 
of government in Texas? 

Mr. HOUSTON. In pecuniary matters alone; 
notin politics. I have not commended her political 
course as worthy of imitation; nor have I thought 
it a fit example for us to follow. But, as we have 
done it recently in some things, I did not know 
but it might be as well to do so in this case. Cer- 
tainly the English Treasury is as well guarded as 
that of France, with its board of accounts. 

Mr. WALKER called for the yeas and nays on 
the passage of the bill; ‘and, being taken, they 
were as follows: z 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Benton, Berrien, Borland, Brad- 
bury, Bright, Butler, Cass, Chase, Clarke, Cooper, Corwin, 
Davis of Massachuseus, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, 
Dickinson, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Iowa, Downs, 
Elmore, Felen, Greene, Hale, Hunter, King, Mason, Miller, 
Morton, Pratt, Sebastian, Smith, xoulé, Spruance, Turney, 
Underwood, and Yulee—36. 

NAYS—Messrs, Atchison, Badger, Foote, Houston, Man- 
guin, Norris, Shields, and Walker—8, 

On motion, it was ordered, that when the Senate 
adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 


On motion by Mr. BRADBURY, 


Ordered, ‘That the petition and papers of Judith Whetten, 
for a pension on account of the death of her husband, James 
Hubbart, be withdrawn from the files and referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. B. submitted additional documents in rela- 
tion to the case; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. FOOTE, 


Ordered, That Samuel F. Butterworth have leave to with- 
draw his petition and papers. 


The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frivay, May 10, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
THE DEFICIENCY BILL. 


Mr. BAYLY. I believe there are some private 
bills on the Speaker’s table which have been re- 
ported from the Committee of the Whole House, 
and I propose that the House take them up, for 
they will consume no time; and I give notice that 
as soon as they shall have been disposed of, I shall 
-move to go into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union on the deficiency bill. 

The SPEAKER. The regular business in or- 
der is the consideration of private bills, 


THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 


Mr. THOMAS. I move that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole House on the 
Private Calendar. 

Mr. BAYLY. I move that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union on the deficiency bill. 

The SPEAKER announced the question first in 
order, upon the motion of Mr. Tuomas. 

The question was taken, and decided in the neg- 
alive. 

So the House refused to go into Committee of 
the Whole on the Private Calendar. 


The SPEAKER, (to Mr. Bayzy.) Does the | 


gentleman from Virginia insist upon his motion to 
go into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union? 

Mr. BAYLY. I prefer that the private bills on 
the Speaker’s table should be got rid of; but I 
made the motion to go into Committee of the 


Whole on the state of the Union as an antagonist 
motion to the motion of thé gentleman from Ten- 
nessee. sae 

The SPEAKER.. If the motion is not insisted 
on, the consideration of private bills on the Speak- 
er’s table is in order. 


NICOLL AND CLINCH. i 


The first bill (continued the Speaker) is the bill 
for the relief of S. T. Nicoll and James Clinch, of 
the city of New York. The pending question is 
on the motion to lay the bill on the table. 

The question was taken and decided in the neg- 
ative. 

So the House refused to Jay the bill on the table. 

The question recurring on ordering the bill to 
be engrossed for a third reading, 

Mr. NELSON moved the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered. 

Mr. THOMAS demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was taken and decided in the af- 
firmative. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time. 

And having been read a third time by its title, 

The question was upon its passage. 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered, 
and being taken, were—yeas 86, nays 68; as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Baker, Beale, Bennett, Bow- 
don, Bowie, Biiggs, Brooks,: Burrows, Burt, Thomas B. 
Butler, Joseph P. Caldwell, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, 
Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Duncan, Dunham, Dur- 
kee, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Hallo- 
way, Harlan, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Houston, Howard, 
Howe, Hubbard, William T. Jackson, Julian, Daniel P. 
King, George G. King, Johu A. King, Levin, Job Mann, 
Matteson, McClernand, McDonald, McGaughey, MeLana- 
han, Me Willie, Meacham, Moore, Murse, Morton, Nelson, 
Newell, Ogle, Outlaw, Potter, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, 
Risley, Robbins, Root, Rose, Ruinsey, Schenck, Schoo)- 
craft, Seddon, Sprague, Stanly, Frederick P, Stanton, R. 
H. Stanton, A. H. Stephens, Strong, Taylor, Jobn B. 
Thompson, Tuck, Underhill, Venable, Vinton, Watkins, 
Wentworth, Wildrick, Williams, and Wilson—x6. 

NAYS—Messrz. Albertson, Alston, Anderson, Ashe, Av- 
erett, Bay, Bingham, Bocock, Booth, Bowlin, Albert G. 
Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Chester Butler, George A. 
Caldwell, Calvin, Cartter, Clevelaud, Clingman, W. R. W. 
Cobb, Colcock, Dickey, Dimmick, Edmundson, Feather- 


‘ston, Gerry, Green, Hall, Haralson, Isham G. Harris, S. W. 


Harvis, Henry, Hibbard, Hoagland, Hunter, Inge, Joseph 
W. Jackson, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, 
Preston King, La Sére, Littlefield, Mason, Robert M. Me- 
Lane, McMullen, MeQucen, Morris, Otis, Peaslee, Peck, 
Phelps, Pitman, Powell, Richardson, Ross, Savage, Saw- 
telte, Shepperd, Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, Thomas, Jacob 
Thompson, William Thompson, Waldo, Wallace, Whit- 
tlesey, Wood, and Woodward—68. 

Mr. NELSON moved a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the hill had been passed, and that 
that motion be laid upon the table. 

And it was ordered accordingly. 

SENATE BILLS, 

The following bills from the Senate on the 
Speaker’s table, were taken up on their first and 
second reading, and having been read were re- 
ferred to the appropriate committees: 

An act for the relief of Gamaliel Taylor, late 
marshal of the district of Indiana. Referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

An act for the relief of William Darby. On 
motion by Mr. THOMAS, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Joint resolution for the settlement of the ac- 
counts, with the heirs and representatives of Colo- 
nel Pierce M. Butler, late agent for the Cherokee 
Indians. Referred to the Committee on indian 
Affairs. . 

BLACK WARRIOR RIVER. 


The Senate bill, entitled “t An act giving the as- 
sent of Congress to leasing a portion of the mar- 
gin of Black Warrior river for the purposes 
therein mentioned,” coming up on its first and 
second reading— 

A motion was made by 

Mr. JONES, that it be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. 

Mr. INGE said, he supposed that the bill could 
give rise to no controversy, and he moved, there- 
fore, that it be put upon its passage. 

The bill was then read through. 

Mr. INGE briefly explained its object. He 
said, the plainness and simplicity of the bill must 
relieve the House from any doubis in regard 
to the propriety of its immediate passage. = No 
reference to a committee is necessary, and the only 


effect of such reference will be to delay its passage, 
when it is desirable to those interested that it be 
acted upon now. i 

By an act of Congress, of May 26, 1894, the 
“river margin,” at the city of Tuscaloosa; is.set 
apart forever for the use of the inhabitants; but 
the corporation is forbidden to sell orelease: any 
portion thereof. A company has been chartered 
to construct a plank road from Tusealoosa to the 
coal and iron region of the interior, with the ex- 
pectation of its connection with a contemplated 
railroad. A landing on the Warrior river is want- 
ing for one of the termini of this plank road, and 
therefore the necessity of this act, which removes 
the restraint of leasing imposed by the act of 1824. 
This Government, or the people of the country 
outside of Alabama, can feel no interest in this 
matter. The land is now forever set aside for the 
use of the inhabitants of Tuscaloosa, and of course 
this House cannot object to a bill, the object: of 
which is to promote the interests of the “ inhabit- 
ants” interested. The bill is so plain, that it 
passed the Senate unanimously, without reference 
to a committee. As this bill is strictly local, I 
trust this brief explanation will satisfy the House 
that there is no objection to its immediate pas- 
sage. 

Mr. JONES now withdrew the motion to refer 
the bill to the Committee on Public Lands. 

The SPEAKER then stated the question to be 
on the third reading of the bill. 

A brief conversation passed between Mr. WENT- 
wortn, Mr. Jones, and Mr, Incr. ` 

Mr. JONES then renewed his motion to refer 
the bill to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. INGE, ‘supposing, he said, that the House 
understood the question, moved the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. SHENCK rose, 
the Chair. 

Mr. BAYLY rose and intimated his intention 
to move that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
He perceived that a debate was about to arise. 

Mr. INGE said, not at all—he had moved the 
previous question. 

Mr. SACKETT called for the reading of the 
bill. 

The bill having been again read— 

Mr. SCHENCK said, he had understood the 
gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Ixen,] in the ex- 
planation he had made to the House, to say that 
the bill had been acted upon in the Senate, with- 
out having been referred to a committee. 

Mr. INGE (interposing) explained that an ex- 
planation was made of the bill, which was en- 
tirely satisfactory to the Senate, and that, there- 
fore, the bill had been acted upon finally, without 
having been referred to a committee. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Then! think the bill ought 
to be referred to some committee in this House; 
and I hope that it will not be put upon its passage 
at this time. 

Some conversation followed. 

Mr. JONES now moved that the bill be laid 
upon the table. f 

The question was taken, and decided in the 
negative, without a division. 

So the bill was not laid on the table. 

The question then recurred on the demand for 
the previous question. - 

And the affirmative vote having been taken, was 
declared to be 59. 

Mr. INGE called for tellers, who were ordered, 
(and Mr. Wiuriams, of Tennessee, and Mr. Ricu- 
ARDSON, of Illinois, were appointed. ) 

And the vote having been again taken, stood— 
ayes 50, noes 73. 

So the House refused to second the demand for 
the previous question. 

Mr. CARTTER inquired of the Speaker wheth- 
er the bill was now open to amendment? 

The SPEAKER answered in the affirmative. 

Mr. CARTTER sent to the Clerk’s table an 
amendment, which he proposed to offer, and which 
was read: ‘providing that all the moneys re- 
ceived for the land to be disposed of under this 
bill shall be paid into the Federal Treasury. ` 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, said it seerned 
exceedingly surprising to him that there should 
arise so strong an opposition to a matter of so lit- 


and was recognized by 


| Ue importance, and which related only to the con- 


stituents of the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr, 
Ince,] who had naturally taken an interest in the 
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enrly.passage of the bill. Now, the House per- 
fectly well understood that the Government of the 
United States-had- parted with all the property it 
hadin this land; but it placed a. restriction upon 
ihe people of the.town of Tuscaloosa, that the 
property should not.be leased or sold. It seemed, 
however; thatthe people who were interested in 
having.a public road made there, and in the con- 
veniences which necessarily attached to such a | 
public. improvement, asked the privilege of leasing 

‘avery small portion of the. property. It was a 

matter. which concerned the constituents of the 

gentleman from Alabama, [Mr.‘Inee,] and con- 

cerned them alone. And upon what pretext was 

it.that the House could interfere with these private 

concerns?) Upon what pretext of public. interest 
or. public advantage was such interference to be 

justified ? 


people in that immediate region, and involving in 
no degree the general interests of the Government 
or the people of the United States. it had come be- 
fore the Elouse in the regular order-of bills on the 
Speaker’s table, on-a day. which, by the rules of 
the House, was set aside for the consideration of 
bills not affecting the general interests or welfare of 
the Union, and upon which, therefore, its passage 
might be appropriately urged. 
which affected the inhabitants of Tuscaloosa and 
the surrounding country—a country which, by 
the construction of the road to which he had re- 
ferred, would be connécted with the. Black War- 
rior river. 


4 


United States had no possible interest in the mat- 
ter; for he felt sure that if that point had been 
sufficiently understood, the House would not per- 


‘Mr. SCHENCK interposed, and desired to ex- 
“plain. 
tr. STANTON yielded the floor for the pur- 

ose. |. 
iP ‘Mr. SCHENCK was understood to refer to the 
fact, stated by the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. 
Ince,] that the bill had been acted upon in the Sen- 
ate without previous reference to a committee, 
An explanation of the object of the bill had been 
made in that body, and (by some sort of courtesy) 
the bill had been passed. Now,of the merits of 
the bill, he (Mr. 8.) knew nothing. It might be 
all right and proper; but he thought that the very 
fact that the bill had passed the Senate without 
any examination at all, was a sufficient reason 
why it ought to receive examination here. 

Mr. STANTON, (resuming.) The gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Scuzncx] says that by some sort 
of courtesy, this bill was passed through the Senate. 
It was passed by a very proper sort of courtesy. 

Mr. [NGE interposed, and (the floor having 
been yielded for the purpose) was understood to 
say, that, when the bill was before the Senate, a 
motion had been made to refer it to a committee; 
but that, on an explanation of its object being 
made, the bill was put upon its passage. 

Mr. STANTON, resumed. He was (he said) 
remarking upon the “ courtesy” alluded to by the 
gentleman from Ohio. , He (Mr. S.) regretted that 
there was not more of the same sort of courtesy 
in. this House—a courtesy which would allow 
those persons who alone. were, or could be inter- 
ested in. a bill whieh was merely formal in its 
character, to dispose of matters belonging pecu- 
liarly to themselves. If there was anything in 
the bill which could be of general interest—any- 
thing which could affect the interests of the Govern- 
ment or the people of the United States, he would 
be willing that all sorts of delay should be inter- 
posed, and that the matter should be referred to a 
committee. Butit seemed to him that, in the pres- + 
ent case, there was no sort of necessity for refer- 


ring the bill to a committee; and he hoped that the l 


House, after the explanation which had been made | 
by the gentleman from Alabama, (Mr. Ince,] | 


would concur with him (Mr. S.) that it was right || 
and proper that the bill should be pat upon its |) 


passage. 

Mr. VINTON (very doubtfully heard in the 
distance) was understood to say, he supposed that 
the Government of the United States had some 
-rights in the matter embraced in the bill before the 
House, which would render proper its reference 
toa committee. That there must be some such 
right was manifest from the fact, that the bill was 
brought here at all. He objected, therefore, to its 
being put upon its passage in this sudden and in- 
considerate manner. And in order that some ex- 
amination might be given to it, he would move that 
the bill be referred to the Commitee on Commerce. 
And on that motion he demanded the previous 


Mr. INGE. 


Mr. VINTON. Then I withdraw the motion. |: 


So the demand for the previous question was | 
withdrawn. 

Mr. INGE said he felt much surprised at the 
opposidon which bad been manifested to the pas- 
sage of this bill, 
see [Mr. Sranron] had very justly remarked, the 
bill was a local bill, affecting the interests of the 


» Bayry, and decided in the affirmative, without a 


As the gentleman from Tennes- 3: 


severe in its course of opposition. The land upon 
the margin of the river had been granted for ever 
to the inhabitants of the town of ‘Tuscaloosa, for 
their use and convenience. This Government, or 
the people of the United States, with the excep- 
tion of the inhabitants of that town, had no inter- 
est in that margin. The question was whether 
the terminus of the road should be separated from 


its warehouses and buildings some hundred yards 
from it, or whether the corporation should be per- 
mitted to lease the margin, and establish their 
warehouses and buildings upon it? The proceeds 
arising from the lease would go to the Corporation 
of Tuscaloosa. The land had been given to that 
corporation upon condition that it should not be 
leased or sold. This he had already explained. All 
that was proposed to be done by this bill was, to 
remove that restriction, so as to allow that corpo- 
ration to lease it. The proceeds of the lease, as 


Town Corporation, to which the land belonged. 
He must repeat, that the Government of the 

| United States had no interest in the matter, The 

river margin had all been given to the inhabitants 


to enable them to enjoy the full benefits of that 
grant. With this understanding of the object of 
} the bill, it seemed a matter of astonishment to him 
i that any gentleman could be opposed to its pas- 
sage. Where was the necessity for its reference 
toacommiitee? It was important to the interests 
| of the people in that part of the country that the 
| bill should be passed now.. The road was in the 
process of construction. It was desirable that the 


|, company might proceed with the work. Undre 


| referred. 


‘law. In compliance with the pledge he had given 


i the demand fur the previous question. 
There was a second. 


taken. 
ring the bill to the Committee on Commerce. 


affirmative. 


_ Commerce. 
WIDOW OF GENERAL WORTH. 


|: on the state of the Union, for the purpose of taking {S 
i 


|: up that bill. 
THE DEFICIENCY BILL. 
The question was taken on the motion of Mr 


+ 


division. 


: of South Carolina, in the chair.) 


It was a bill | 


The House certainly had failed to į 
comprehend the fact that the Government. of the | 


the river, and the company be obliged to establish ; 


he had stated, would go into the treasury of the į 


by the act of 1824, and the object of the bill was | 


| terminus should be ascertained now, so that tne | 


| these circumstances he should regret to see the bill | 
The reference was wholly unnecessary. ! 
! He hoped the House would not delay action upon |; 
! this bill, when, for the purposes of the road, and |) 
|| for the convenience of the inhabitants, it was so | 
important that it should immediately become a ; 


i to the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Vixrow,] and |; 
which was the condition upon which be had been | 
enabled to submit these few remarks, he renewed ; 


And the main question was ordered to be now 
Which main question was, first, on refer- i: 


The question was taken, and decided in the | 


| So the bill was referred to the Committee on ' 


he Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Burt, | 


i| Mr. BAYLY moved that the committee proceed 
| to the consideration of the deficiency bill. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair will state the 
business before the committee. When the com- 
mittee last rose, a motion, submitted by the gentle- 
man from Virginia, (Mr. Bayiy,] was pending, 
that the committee proceed to the consideration of 
the deficiency bill. The committee were dividing— 
tellers had been appointed. The Chair now sup- 
poses that if no objection is made, that bill may 
be taken up. 

Objections were made. 

The CHAIRMAN thereupon stated the ques- 
tion to be on the motion of the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. Bayxy,] that the committee pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the said bill. 

The question was taken, and, by ayes 106, noes 
not counted, was decided in the affirmative. 

So thecommittee proceeded to the consideration 
of the bill making appropriations to supply defi- 
ciencies in the appropriations for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1850, which said bill had been 
returned from the Senate with sundry amend- 
ments- ; 

The CHAIRMAN directed the Clerk to 
the amendments. 

The first amendment having been read, 

& For expenses of military reconnoissance in Texas, in- 
eluding examination of a new route from San Antonio, 
| Texas, to Et Paso, in New Mexico, made in the year one 
thousand cight hundred and forty-nine, three thousand nine 
hundred and sixty-seven dollars and seventeen cents”? 

The question was taken, and decided in the 
affirmative. 

So the first amendment was agreed to. 

The second amdéndment, providing for deficiency 
of appropriation to Minnesota Territory, being 
under consideration, as follows: 

« And for deficiencies in the appropriation for the salaries 
of the governor, three judges, and secretary of the said 
territory, for the preseut fi cal year, three thousand two 
hundred and nine dollars and sixty-seven cents.” 

Mr. HALL said he should like to hear from the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
an explanation of the necessity of this amend- 
ment. 

Mr. BAYLY said, the necessity for the amend- 
ment was simply this: The governor and judges 
in Minnesota went into office early in March or 
April; the appropriation for their salaries was for 
the fiscal year in prospect—commencing the first 
of July. This appropriation for their salaries 
from March or April to July, was, therefore, ne- 
| cessary, and would, no doubt, have been made by 
the last Congress, had not the necessity been over- 
|: looked. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to. 

The foucth amendment, to limit the application 
of the appropriation to the Patent Office building, 
| being under consideration, was read, as follows: 

“Towards the completion of the east wing of the Patent 
Office building, according to the original plan, and placing 
the west wing ina state of security.” 

Mr. BAYLY said he would merely say to the 
House, as thisamendmen’ had heretofore given rise 
‘to a good deal of debate, that the simple alteration 
which the Senate made was to confine the appro- 
priation to the completion of the east wing of the 
< Patent Office, and that it stopped the work upon the 
west wing, which the wants of the Government 
| did not require, except so far as to secure that 
© which had already been done. This amendment 
of the Senate must, therefore, make the appropria- 
'| tion more acceptable to those who had opposed it 
> in this House. 

The question was taken, and decided in the af- 
firmative. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, proposed to of- 
fer an amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. VINTON raised the point of order, that the 
! Senate’s amendment having been agreed to, it was 

too late to amend it, and that it had passed from 
fi the consideration of the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN sustained the point of order, 
and ruled the amendment out of order. 

The 3d, Sth, 6ch, and Tth amendments of the 
| Senate were agreed to without objection or amend- 
ment. 


CONTINGENT EXPENSES OF THE SENATE. 


The following item of the eighth amendment be- 
ing under consideration, viz: 
“ For contingent expenses of the Senate, $213,000 ?—- 


read 
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Mr. JONES made a few remarks in opposition 
to it, (but owing to the position from. which’ he 
spoke—at the extreme right of the Speaker—but 
liule of what he said was audible to the reporter.) 
He was understood to demur to the argument that 
these contingent expenditures having been made 
by the Senate, the. House. was under obligation to 
vote the appropriation to meet them, as a matter 
of course, and that the responsibility rested gn the 
Senate. ` He held, on the contrary, that if they sat 
there and voted’ for them they were. equally tre- 
sponsible as if they voted for each item of these 
extravagant expenditures. He believed it was a 

_ wanton, unnecessary, profligate expenditure of the 
. public money. Here was an appropriation asked 
for to.supply a mere deficiency in the contingent 
fund of the Senate of the United States, which | 
was larger in amount than the entire expenses of 
the Executive, Legislative, and Judiciary depart- | 
ments of many of the States. 

Mr. BAYLY entirely agreed with the gentle- | 
man from Tennessee in all that he had said against | 
the wasteful extravagance in the expenditure of 
these contingent funds, of which the two Houses of 
Congress were guilty, a large part of which con- 
sisted in the enormous amount of printing and 
binding which they had ordered. He had voted 
in this House against all these appropriations; he 
should have voted against them had he been in the 
Senate. But the two Houses, by majorities in 
each House, had ordered it to be done, and it had 
been done; and the question now was, whether 
they would pay for what they themselves nad or- 
dered? That was the whole question. The debts 
had been incurred by the order of the two Houses, 
and the question was, whether they would repudiate 
liabilities incurred by their own acts? 

Mr. CARTTER inquired what was the amount 
of the original appropriation for the contingent 
expenses of the Senate ? 

Mr. BAYLY was understood to reply about 
$100,000. 

He proceeded further to say he thought that the 
enormous extent to which these appropriations 
from the contingent funds of the two Houses had 
grown, made it their imperative duty to require | 
that before any appropriations were hereafter | 
made from the contingent fund of either House, a 
joint resolution should be passed authorizing 
them. But that was not yet done. 


Mr. CLEVELAND asked of the gentleman | 


from Virginia what were the items of this amount 
of deficiency ? He would like to hear them read 
or stated to the commitiee. 5 
Mr. BAYLY said, as the gentleman from Con- 
necticut was anxious to know what were the items 
composing this large deficit in the Senate, he would 
read them. fe held in his hand a table furnished 
by the Secretary of the Senate, upon which this 
appropriation was based : 
Estimate of an additional appropriation, to defray the charges 
upon the contingent fund, for the year ending the 30th June. 


1850, a 
For Lithographing and Engraving for 30th Congress: | 
Abert’s Report oo. ccc cece cece nee eecneree $34 40 


Maps ot New Mexico. . 5 60 
Patent Office Report.. + 12,284 45 į 
Lynech?’s Report. TU 45 i 
Report Secretary Lreasury—warehousing. 3,103 50 | 
i Maps harbor of Havre, &e..,....06.- 764 26 
Owen’s Geologica! Report 3,111 20 
MeCulloh’s Report s.essessssses oase tesserae 578 58 | 
$20,442 44 
For Lithographing and Engraving for present Ses- 
. stout 
Executive Document No. 1. -$11,074 88 
é $ “Ud. 453 89 
“ “ s 19, 452 00 
ee es “ 44, Y3 7 
t be 15, 1,076 25 
“ “ “ 19.. 135 00 | 
“ 7 “20... 225 00 i 
“ fe « 32... 314 38 
e sf “34. 110 50 
“ « «© 39... 9,937 50 
“ w « 42,.. ‘ 152 00 
Miscellaneous “ ae © aera ‘ 36 87 


$16,962 02 
-For Lithographing not yet ordered, esti- - , 
mated at.sssessssres er eedeenecewees 10,090 00 a 
$26,952 02 
For Printing, as estimated by the printer, 
and n ual binding..........c. cence 
For Binding Patent-Office Report, &e., 
of last session. ........-. a ROE 
For Binding extra copies of documents, 
estimated at... e. lather Maa 20,000 09 


60,000 00 


3,046 22 g 


—— 23.046 22 
For Stationery. cccecesnecsnssec sear secs ceesce 7,000 0: 
s Carpenter's WOrK. cece ss eccese sens sceeeeee 1,300 00 | 
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For Carpeting, some desks and chairs for Senate. - 
en 2,600.00 


chamber, and other furniture. 
* Fuel, candles;.and gas fixtures.. 200.00 
<¢ Newspapers. saes 1,500 09 
s Index to Laws: Uni 1.60) 09 
€ Books under resolutions of this session..... - 5,857-50 4 
“ Congressional Globe and Appendix........ 4,392 00 
“ Seventh volf American Archives........ 979 00 
« Publishing proceediugs of Senate, estimated 
Ea rey ADRE w 9 ale E ES T s'ec'0 21,069 00 
« Messengers, pagès, police, horses, and car- 
Co ; . 20,000 00 
4,303 00 
session, viz: 
Rev. H. Slicer, Chaplain........ ... 5000 
J. Skirving. attending furnaces..... 330 00 
O. Coneliy, police... ..sss en. sats 955 38 
y , —— 1,78 38 
Estimated to meet demands which may hereafter 
arise during the present fiscal year........... 10,000 00 


$212,983 56 
OFFICE SECRETARY OF SENATE UNITED STATES, 
Murch 27th, 1850. 
ASBURY DICKINS, . 
Secretary of the Senate. 


Memorandum, showing under general heads, how the appro- 
pridtion for the year ending 30th June, 1850, hus been ex- 
pended : 

For Printhead ona eea aa iei + $20,800. 34 


“ Binding.... + 12,633 81 
* Lithographing 2,458 60 
6° StaWONSLY ce cce ec AT cates sewed eeees'e 2,223 01 
“ American A 3,6 v: nder resolu- ( 3,848 63 
& American State papers..... bons of hef 6,971 50 
& Congressional Globe and Ap. Senate, 3,766 00 | 
* Congressional Debates, Statutes at Large, and 

other books, under resolutions of the Sen- 

ate 5,701 75 
“ Pay of messengers, pages, horses and carry- 

alls, and police of the Capitol.......... +» 11,005 31 
er List Of Claims... cece ceeeer ee eeeeee $ 2,340 00 
“ Fuel, newspapers, advertising, upholster- 

Ing, &C.ssasesoseceveseesesosseseosesses 3,248 05 


&75,000 00 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. 


House of Representatives to examine the expendi- 
tures of their own contingent fund, as to be in- 
quiring into the expenses of the Senate, 

Mr. BAYLY. [read the table at the request 
of my friend from Connecticut. 


Mr. CLEVELAND said, he wished to know | 


something about these enormous expenses of the 
Senate; if the honorable gentleman from Tennes- 
see (Mr. Sranron] was disposed, he could ex- 
amine into the expenditures of the House. 

Mr. STANTON. The gentleman from Con- 


| necticut says he is disposed to know the expenses 


of the Senate, and that I can examine those of the 
House of Representatives. I think it quite as ap- 
propriate to éxamine our own first—first to take 


the beam out of our own eye, before we take the ! 


mote from our brother’s eye. i 

Mr. CARTTER said he did not consider it 
particularly objectionable for the House to look 
into the contingent expenses of the Senate. 
regarded that honorable body as far from being an 
immaculate body in the expenditures of the con- 
tingent fand. Here was an appropriation origin- 
ally made for the contingent fund of the Senate of 
$100,000, and a deficiency had arisen which had 
been brought about by the publication of books 


ordered this session without any discretion—what | 
they were be did not know—probably the -last | 
tales of Cooper or some equally important works | 


—a deficiency amounting to $230,000. Now, how 
the number of men that composed that body could 


gance in the expenditures of their contingent fund, 
was a matter of wonder to him. Butlo! and be- 
hold! when in this House they attempted to look 
into it, or make some inquiries respecting it, they 
were denounced as having no business with it, 


and they were told that they were bound to vote | 


the people’s money out of the treasury, without 


inquiring what the lords at the other end of the: 
He was sent i; 
If the Senate wanied | 


Capitol had done with the money! 
here for no such purpose. 
the people’s money they must show, before they 
got his vote, what use they wanted to make of it. 
It was a life mauer, a vulgar, low matter for dig- 
nified Senators to ascertain the condition of the 


| public treasury, how much money had been ex- | 
It was not to be expected that these | 
| dignified Senators would ever stoop to inquire how 
| the hard-earned money of the people had got into | 
the public treasury—or how it got out, [a laugh.] | 


pended! 


Will the hon- | 
orable gentleman from Virginia allow me to say | 
| think it would be quite as appropriate for the | 


i fault with anybody’s printing, 


i 
| not throw stones. ” 


He | 


| report. 
|| gentleman, though f consider that vote equally 
getup that amount of wastefulness and extrava- || 


tion of being responsible: for showing it, and he 
proposed that they make an exhibit of the extray- 
agance and profligacy of the Senate, in the ex pend- 
iture of its contingent fund. ~ : 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, ‘said. the gen- 
tleman from Ohio (Mr. Carrrer] seemed: to have 
misunderstood him (Mr. S.) entirely. © He:had 
not intended to say, or to. imply, that this House 
had not the privilege of examining into the items 
for which they voted appropriations. Ail hehad 
said was, that he thought it more appropriate, that 
they would show a much greater disposition to do’ 
right with the public money, if they would reform 
their own expenditures, and justify themselves in 
the use of their own contingent fund, before they 
attempted to haul the Senate “ over the coals,” if 
the gentleman would allow him to use that ex- 
pression; for certainly the operation of the gentle- 
man might very appropriately bear that name. 

Now, for his own part, he thought the respon- 
sibility of this matter rested upon the Senate; and 
he should be disposed to vote to the Senate any- 
amount for its contingent fund which was not- on: 
its face extravagant and improper. The items of 
this account, so far as they had been read'by. the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
looked tolerably large in the aggregate, but. indi- 
vidually they seemed very proper; the printing to 
be such as the Senate ought to order, and the 
books such as they ought to have. 

Mr. CARTTER, (interposing.) The gentle- 
man says the items appear to be very proper and 
appropriate. Will my friend inform the House 
what he understands to be embraced under the 
head of ** stationery ?” 

Mr. STANTON. I understand exactly what 
the gentleman himself gets under the head of 
“stationery” from the Postmaster of the House 
of Representatives—paper, pens, ink, &c, 

. Mr. CARTTER. I think if we could ever get 
the details of the account the gentleman would find 
there is a vast difference, 

Mr. STANTON (resuming) said he had. only 
this to say in addition: he thought the House 


| of Representatives, considering their own conduct 


in reference to their contingent fund, could very 
well trust the Senate of the United States to dis- 
pose of theirs. f 

Mr. VENABLE said he thought, after having 
voted to print 150,000 copies of the Patent Report, 
the House should be a litle modest in finding 
Hie himself had 
voted against that printing; but he thought it better 
for the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Carrrer,] and 
for the House, to apply to themselves the old 
maxim: ‘* Those who live in glass-houses should 
After themselves authorizing 
the extravagance of ordering printed and bound ` 
150,000 copies of a report which was of no sort 
of value when it was received, they should refrain 
from criticizing the expenditures of the Senate, 
He repeated, while he was willing to vote any- 
thing that was reasonable, he had no part in 
authorizing this and other extravagances into 
which the Elouse had fallen in the expenditure of 
its own contingent fund, 


Mr. CARTTER, (interposing.) I perceive the 


'gentleman’s remarks are made by the way of a 


castigation upon me. (A laugh.) 

Mr. VENABLE, Not at all—I was not aware 
that the gentleman voted for the Patent Office 
l intended no reproach of the honorable 


extravagant with any expenditure of the Senaie 


| of which he complains. 


Mr. CARTTER, It is, at any rate, a reproach 


: upon those who voted for the 150,000 copes of 


the Patent Otice report. Now I jusufy that vote: 
i voted it. 

Mr. BAYLY, (interposing.) Will the honora- 
ble gentleman allow me to suggest that the large 
amount of the Senate deficiency arises from pre- 
cisely such appropriations as he voted for. 

Mr. CARTTER (resuming) said he hoped it 
was so; if it were, it was the least offensive part of 
their expenditure. He hoped the appropnations 
made by that body did not reach its members, but 
their constituents. The appropriation for the Pat- 
ent Office report was one that was demanded by 
their constituents as a reading people; it was an 
appropriation that looked to the advancement of 
the interests of the Republic, and he would vote it 
again. it was not by appropriations of this kind 


But on this floor they occupied the humble posi- [| that this vast deficiency had arisen, as he under- 


on 
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stood. Here, in the House of Representatives, i 
with this farge appropriation for the Patent Office 
report, which-was so much complained of, thej 
found, although there were two hundred and thirty 
members—altliough théy were brought in imme- 
diatésconnection with the whole constituency. of 
this Republic, their contingent fand—both deficier- || 
cy and oriġinal fund—only amounted to $311,999; 
hile the Senate, consisting of oly sixty mèm- 
bers, who were not so immediately connected with | 
„the people, and who did not require one-half the 
amount of printing and books that were necessary 
for:the House, consumed a contingent. fund of 
“$288,000. What became of it? Was it required . 
-because the members of that body were miore in- 
dustrious in reaching their. constituencies with 
books, &c., than were the members of this-House? 
They knew it was not so. ‘The tenure of their 
office, the mannėr in which they were elected, the 
ctthat they were not subject to the ordeal of a | 
Popular vote, but were elected- by the Legislatures | 
“of the States—showed that it was not so. Now, | 
Af’ the chairman of the Committee of Ways and | 
“Means could present any plausible reason for the 
Senate, with -only sixty members, consuming) 
$283,000 from the public treasury as a contingent | 
fund, while this House, with about four times the 
number of members, and with all these enormous 
appropriations, consumed only $311,000, he would 
like to hear it. 

o Mr. BAYLY. I said expressly that 1 did not į 
approve of these large appropriations; but the ex- 
pénses have been incurred, and the debt has been | 
contracted, and the question now is whether we | 
will pay it. 

Mr.CARTTER, I want to pay this debt in 
sucha manner as to. admonish that dignified body 
that there may be Representatives here who wiil | 
expose their extravagance. 

Mr. TUCK said he had come to the conclusion | 
that when, by the extravagance of the Senate, it 
became necessary for this Elouse to take the super- 
vision of that body, it would save time if they 

would all unite and have a new constitution, dis- 
pensing with the services of the Senate. And he 
would say to the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Carrrer,| if he came here and intended to make 
himself answerable for all. the sins that might be 
committed by people as'far removed from him as | 
these expenditures. from this body, he would 


H 


$ 


| 
{ 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 


| for. 


ii the people might see them. He had intended to 
|, accomplish this without saying a word, or detain- 


baea 
ing it. 


applied equally to that as to the appropriation to 
P q pprop. 


| bad in view in making the inquiry which he had 


made of the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means was, that the same inquiry which had 
been suggested by the genilemian from- Tennessee, 
with regard. to the contingent: expenses of the 
House; should be extended ‘to: the like expenses 
on the partjof the Senate. He desired that there 
should be some inquiry in régard to that contin- 
gent fund. He: was aware that the debts which 
had been incurred under the head of contingent 
expenses must be paid; and he did not. make the 
inquiry for the purpose of raising the question 


i whether the money should be voted or not; but 


he made it.in order that the reporters of the pro- 
ceedings of that House should put down the items 
that composed this account of $200,000 and up- 
wards. for contingent expenses. That was the 
object he had in view. He desired that the pev- 
ple should be informed what those expenses were 


Mr. TUCK remarked, that so far as the con- 
tingent expenses of the Senate were concerned, 
whether those expenses were appropriate or 


!| inappropriate, reasonable or unreasonable, was a 


matter which Senators themselves were responsi- 
ble for, and one with which he did not conceive 
that the House had anything to do. For his own 
part, he was neither prepared to approve nor con- 
; demn the expenditures that had been incurred. 
Mr.CLEVELAND. But how, he would ask, 
| could the people ever know whether they were 
incurred properly or improperly, unless they fur- 
nished them the items? How could the matter be 
| brought before the tribunal of public opinion un- 
| less it were done in the way suggested by the gen- 
l tleman from Tennessee and himself? His object 
| was, as he had already said, that these inquiries 
| should be made, and that the items of this ex- 
į travagant expenditure should be published, that 


| ing the committee a moment in reiation to it, but 
as the gentleman had seen fit to question the pro- 
priety of entering into the inquiry, it had become 
necessary, of course, to give his reasons for do- 

Mr. JONES said that his objection was not con- 
fined to this appropriation for the Senate. It 


supply the deticiency in the contingent fund of the 


find his conscience very heavily laden. The Sen- 
ate were not under the guardianship of the House || 
at all; and when there, were confided to that body |! 
responsible trusts which were under investigation ji 


{ 


House of Representatives. They were both—the 
| House and the Senate—prodigal and wasteful in 
the expenditure of the public money which was ap- 
propriated by Congress for the contingent ex penses 


I ports, were sold at the book-stores—by the peddlers 


of books on Pennsylvania avenue—and never 
| found their way at all to the constituents of some 
| members, unless they paid for them. Upon mat- 
i ters of this kind he doubted whether they were 
bound to pay. 

If gentlemen would turn their attention to the 
list of amendments sent to this House by the 
Senate, it would be found that the deficiency in 
the appropriations for the Navy Department was, 
he believed, seven hundred an forty-seven thou- 
sand dollars. The Constitution, in one of the 
plajnest of its provisions, declared that no money 
should be drawn from the Treasury except upon 
appropriations made by law. Had the Secretary 
of the Navy, or any of his commodores, or heads 


and examination from day to day, could they not || of the two Houses. He could not concur in the 
be trustsd with the simple matter of their’ own | opinion which had been expressed by the chairman 
contingent expenses? Should that body, like an {| of the Committee of Ways and Means, [Mr. Bay- 
untrusty ward sent off to school, be compelled to || Ly,] that these were debts resting upon Congress, 
keep a pocket-memorandum of all their expenses, || or upon the Government of the United States. It | 
and to Dring it in here, and submit it to the gentle- || was no repudiation to refuse to appropriate this 

man from Ohio, and the members of this House, | money to pay expendituresthus incurred. Where 
for their sanction? He (Mr. T.) did not deny that i| was the authority of the Senate, or of the officer 
gentlemen had the right, if they thought proper, to i of the Senate—where was the authority of the ; 
get up and comment upon the contingent expendi- 

tures of the Senate; but it wasa matter of taste, | their hands into the treasury of the nation and to 
and, he confessed, not at all in accordance with take money from it? Where, he asked, was the 
his taste. [t was a small matter; and, in his opin- | autholity, either of the House or the Senate, to 
jon, the House could find much more worthy |; contract debts, and to bind the Government of the 


means of employment. For the House to stop to | United States for their payment? Thetwo Houses 
examine the expenditures of the Senate, and over- 


) t |! of Congress, acting in concert, with the approba- 
haul them for their alleged mistakes and extrava- 


i| tion of the President of the United State 
gances, was straining at a gnat and swallowing a | alone contract debts and bind the Government for 
camel, lt was no more their duty to undertake || their payment. Enough had probably been said 
the supervision of the contingent expenses of the | as to the manner in which this money was squan- | 
Senate, than it was the duty of the Senate to su- | dered. But let gentlemen look at the grosa amount 
pervise the contingent expenses of the House. lfi which had been appropriated, and which was 
the Senate could not be trusted in the matter of ‘| asked, for the contingent fund of the two Houses, | 
their contingent expenses, they should not be || in this single fiscal year. Three hundred and | 
trusted with anything; for that was the least of all || eleven thousand dollars for the House, and two 
the duties that were committed to them. hundred and eighty-eight thousand dollars for the 
And besides, it should be considered by gentle- ‘| Senate—about six hundred thousand dollars for 
men that the Senate had, in this very bill, 


r é ill, by || the contingent fund of the Senate and the House 
amendment, provided for a deficiency in their own || of Representatives; and where it was gone to—for 
contingent fund for which the House had neglected | es it had been applied—prob- 


ji 
j 


$ 


| What uses or purpos 
to provide when the bill was originally before the ij ably no man in the whole length and breadth of 
House. And was this reciprocating the courtesy !| this land could tell. 
which should exist between the two Houses? He |) at Jeast it had been 
considered it wasnot. He hoped the members of i] 

this body would not turn censors of the Senate’s | report in the Senate, 
contingent expenses; at least, until they had dis- | to print.. It was said 
charged many other and more important duties | benefit of the peopie. 


ich : at Yes; when they get it 
which devolved upon them, connected with their ij through the pocket of some member it might be for 
own body. i their benefit. 


So stated—was a s 
thousand doilars for lithogra 
which the House refused 
this printing was for the 


One item, he unggrstood—or |: 
i um of thirty |i 
phing and printing a | shall be liable to the charge of repudiation if we 
| fail to make the necessary appropriation. Now, 


i 
į 
j 
| 
i 


of bureaus, authority thus to contract debts, and 
bind the Government to pay them? 

Again: A complaint had been made that there 
was a deficiency in the single department of the 
Quartermaster of the Army to the amount of six 
hundred thousand dollars, Six hundred thousand 
dollars deficit in this one bureau, or branch, of 
the army! Had that officer the right to expend 
one dollar beyond the sum which Congress appro- 
priated for that particular branch of the public 
service? He (Mr. J.) thought not. He thought 
that this whole system of deficiency bills was 
wrong. When the different departments of the 
Government had expended the money which had 
been appropriated for them by Congress, they 
should stop; or, when they saw the amount which 
had been appropriated for the service of an ensu- 
ing year, they should so arrange their expenditures 
as to make the money cover the amount; taking it 
for granted that it was the intention of Congress 
| that nothing should be expended beyond the 
| amount which they appropriated. Then, if the 
public service should suffer, those who were prop- 
erly responsible for that result would have to ac- 
count for it. If Congress failed to appropriate 
the amounts necessary to be expended, the people 
would call their Representatives to account for a 
dereliction of duty, by which the public service 
had suffered. 

But this system of deficiency bills, and the argu- 
{ments that there were debts contracted which 
Congress must pay, superseded and rendered nu- 
gary that provision of the Constitution of the 

nited States to which he had referred, and which 
provided that no money should be drawn from 
the Treasury except upon appropriations made by 
i law. Congress appropriated the amounts which 
| the different departments of the Government said 
; were necessary to defray the expenses of these 
į departments for a year. They went on without 
! regard to the amount, and expended every cent. 
| Nor did they stop there. They went on and ex- 
pended whatever arnount they might think proper, 
and then came here and said that the payment by 
Congress was no longer a matter of discretion. 
It was not for the Representatives of the people, 


| 
| 


i ii who were sworn to support the Constitution, 
‘| House, or of the officer of the House, to put |: 


which required that money in the Treasury should 
| be drawn out upon appropriations made by law, 
to appropriate it or not, as they might think 
proper; but they must appropriate it; and therchy 
endorse the extravagance and wasteful expendi- 
ture of the public money which these officers 


jj thought proper to incur, or be guilty of repudia- 
S, couid i: 


tion—thereby disgracing that Government which 
was the boast of every true American citizen, and 
whose honor and faith ought to be kept untar- 
nished. He, for one, would not vote for these 
extravagant deficiency appropriation bills, 

Mr. GERRY.. It has been asserted, by gen- 
i tleraen in the course of this debate, thatit is not 
proper for us, who are the immediate Representa- 
| tivesof the people, and whoarccalled the guardians 
| of the public treasury, to inquire into the items of 
| expenditure for which we are called upon to make 
| appropriations. We are called upon here, to 
| make an appropriation of upwards of $200,000 and 
| we are not informed distinetly, or specifically, for 
i what purpose this appropriation is to be made. 
We aretold that the officers of a co-ordinate branch 
of Congress have made the expenditure, and that we 


sir, as an individual Representative on this floor, 
I take the responsibility of saying, that f will not 
vote for any appropriation, 


WMlany of the Patent Office t— 
‘Mr. CLEVELAND said, the only object he | many of your Abert, and Frémont, and che: te 
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pri unless I can know for 
what such appropriation is made—to what use the 
money is applied. And, sir, I am not to be told 
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here, that, in the discharge of my duty as a Repre- 
sentative on this floor, Lam to vote blindfolded 
upon any question; and especially upon a question 
of the appropriation of money. It is the peculiar 
duty of Representatives in this body, to inquire 
into all appropriations that are made. They are 
constituted by the Constitution the guardians of 
the treasury; and I care not what officer of the Gov- 
ernment, or what branch of the Government has 
undertaker, unlawfully, as the gentleman from 
Tennessee has said, to put his hand into the Treas- 
ury: I care not, l say, what officer, or what 
branch of the Government, may undertake to 
make an expenditure, I claim the. right to know 
for what purpose every appropriation for which I 
vote is made, and to what use it is applied. 
And as has been said by the gentleman from Ohio, 
the gentleman from Tennessee, and othets, | am 
utterly ata loss to know how it is possible that 
the sixty Senators in the other branch of this Na- 
tional Legislature could have made the enormous 
appropriation—or rather, have incurred the enor- 
mous expenditure, of »imost $300,000. It is cer- 
tainly a matter of astonishment, especially to one 
like myself;—and who is not initiated in such 
matters; and I will undertake to say, that there is 
not an individual in this broad land who, if he has 
not paid particular attention to the movements of 
Congress in relation to appropriations, would not, 
upon becoming a member of either branch of Con- 
gress, be utterly astonished at the wasteful extrava- 
gance that prevails in the expenditure of the money 
of the people. For my own part, F am surprised 
that the Government is able to get money enough 
from any source whatever, to pay the debts that 
are contracted by the officers of the several branches 
of the Government. The people of this country, 
I apprehend, will not be fully awakened to this 
matter, until application is made to their pockets 
by direct taxation, to supply the wants of the Gov- 
ernment. I say, sir you will never reach the un- 
derstanding of the people of this country in regard 
to this matter of the wasteful extravagance of this 
Government except it be by the potent argument 
of direct taxation. And, as I have already said, I 
care not from what source, nor upon whose mo- 
tion, we are called upon here to make appropria- 
tions, l require to be informed in regard to the 
items of expenditure. 

Mr. BAYLY. The items are enumerated, even 
down to dollars and cents, and even half cents. 

Mr. GERRY. I want the items to be specific. 
J don’t want them made up as shopkeepers make 
up their bills sometimes—in “ sundries,” 1 want 
to know whether these expenditures have been 
such as were authorized, or whether the money 
has been applied in the manner in which an honor- 
able member of this House has informed me that 
an appropriation by Congress was once applied in 
a certain territory. Perhaps the Senate has made 
asimilar use of this money. Iam informed that 
the appropriation made by Congress to defray the 
expenses of a certain territory, was so exceedingly 
liberal that the delegates were at a loss to know 
how to expend the money. They paid off all 
their bills; they paid for their wine, their segars, 
their stationery, their board bills, and all other 
personal expenses; and after all, there was money 
left. They then purchased each of themselves 
a saddle upon which to ride home. Now, per- 
haps honorable Senators in the other branch of 
Congress may have taken the same course, and 
provided themselves with saddles with which to 
ride the people. For one, I am utterly opposed to 
voting appropriations of the public money concern- 
ing the disposal of which I am uninformed. For 
these reasons, and many others, I shall vote against 
this appropriation. 

Mr. MORSE said that he did not intend to oc- 
cupy any of the time of the committee in discuss- 
ing these items of appropriations; but he must 


be allowed to protest against such notions of econ- | 


omy as he had heard advanced on that floor 
especially by the honorable gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, who seemed to think that every dollar that 
was paid out of the Treasury was taken out of 
his own pocket, and that every appropriation must 
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i to your officers—the acts of those who bear the 


be reduced, whether it was to pay a debt already 
contracted by Government or not. He could not 
understand that species of logic or of conscience, 
which enabled gentlemen to declare, that when the 
Senate or the House had passed a resolution au- 
thorizing the expenditure of a certain sum of 
money known as the contingent fund, for purposes 
necesSary and proper, they had a right to refuse 
to appropriate the money, and had a right to de- 
nounce the expenditures of either branch of Con- 
gress as extravagant and Improper. It was by 
such narrow notions of economy that this Govern- 
ment was led into ten-fold greater expense. It was 
in consequence of the pitiful economy which 


prompted the refusal to pay the honest debts of 
the Government, until after long years of applica- 
tion, that it was found impossible to obtain the ser- 
vices of individuals at a reasonable charge. When 
men found that they were deprived of the earnings 
of their hard labor for years, they would not un- 
dertake to render any service to the Government, 
without charging for itten timesits value. There was 
no government on earth that could not get work 
done at a cheaper rate than this Government; and 
it was all owing to this false idea of economy. 
When a man at the head of the army, or at the 
head of a bureau, or any officer enjoying a high 
position in the Government, contracted with an 
honest citizen for furnishing the Government with 
any necessary supply, why, it was well known 
to be a doubtful matter, whether, when the ac- 
counts come here, their payment would not be 
disputed, and the individual kept out of his money 
for an indefinite length of time. And this was the 
case, even when no one could possibly doubt that 
the expenditure was necessary and proper. When 
the account came to be thrown into the vortex of 
Congress, it generally found its way to the bottom, 
where the hand of resurrection could never reach 
it, and the poor claimant had to eke outa miserable 
existence while trying to get justice done him. 
You require to look into the authority by which 
an expenditure is made, You give no discretion 


commissions of your Government you repudiate. 
Such economy as this was the very worst econ- 
omy that could be practiced—it was like pouring 
in at the spigot and out at the bung. i 

In regard to the subject of claims, he would re- 
mark that there were too sets of opinions, both 
equally wrong. Many of the Democratic mem- 
bers of that House, he was sorry to say, made it 
arule to go against every claim, right or wrong; 
it was sufficent for them to know, that money was 
to be taken out of the Treasury; while gentlemen 
on the opposite side—and he hoped they would take 
itas a friendly hint—took the opposite course, and 
went in favor of every claim, right or wrong. And 
thus it was, that the honest claimants—men who 
had furnished supplies to the army and navy—men 
who had furnished the means for carrying on the 
Government, were frequently deprived of their 
money, and ruined by this miserable economy on 
the part of members of that body, in regard to 
public expenditures. A claim against the Gov- 
ernment was not paid with any regard to justice, 
honesty, or fairness; but its payment or non-pay- 
ment depended solely upon the influence which 
the individual could bring to bear upon members, 


and the ingenuity and skill with which the claim |} 


was brought forward and sustained. 

He desired to say, in relation to the contingent 
fund of the Senate, that it was not the business of 
the House to inquire into the manner in which it 
had been expended. 

Mr. GERRY said he would like to be informed 
by the gentleman, if it was not the business of this 


House to inquire into these expenditures, why į 


they were called on to vote the appropriations ? | 
Mr. MORSE said, he would state to the gentle- 
man the reason why the House had nothing to do 
with it. By act of Congress, a certain sum of | 
money was drawn from the Treasury, and put into 
the coffers of the Senate or the House, for a par- | 


ticular purpose. This general act, setting apart |! 


this contingent fund, was in conformity-with the 
constitutional provision, which requires that no 


money shall be drawn from the Treasury except 
by authority of an act of Congress. That having 
been done, the House for which the use of the 
money had been set apart, he contended, was the 
sole party which had the authority to examine 
into the expenditure of the money. When a sum 
of money had been put into the coffers of the Senate 
or the House, for a particular purpose, the grant 
then was complete, and it was then entirely within 
the control of that body, and under the direction 
of its officers, to be expended. The money hav- 
ing been authorized to be employed at the dis- 
cretion of said body, it was the duty of every 
member to vote for the appropriation, so long as 
its application had been sanctioned by the body to 
whom it belonged. It was incumbent upon this 
Government to pay just debts, honestly and fairly 
~—to pay every debt that had been honestly. con- 
tracted by any person acting under the authority 
of either branch of Congress, without cavil and 
unnecessary delay; then the credit of this Govern- 
ment would be established; and when there was 
work to be done, good workmen would be willing 
to offer themselves, and the work could be ob- 
tained at something like its true value. But, as 
matters were at present conducted, they could not 
get work done in any department of the Govern- 
ment without paying a hundred times its value. 
And why? Because there was a want of good 
faith on the part of the Government. There were 
go many who were so ambitious of constituting 
themselves the constitutional guardians of the 
Treasury, and of preventing, as far as possible, 
the payment of money, ready to seize upon every 
captious objection, and demand unnecessary evi- 
dence of claim, interposing all the quibbles of a 
special pleader, to avoid paying the honest debts 


| of the Government, that it had become altogether 


too precarious a mode of earning money, to render 
any service to the Government. Hence it was, 
that no man could be found who was willing to 
contract with the Government, without stipulating 
fora large price. He would, himself, be very re- 
luctant to contract with the Government under its 
present miserable system of economy, to do any 
work, without charging the Government an hun- 
dred times as much as it was worth; because, in 
the event of the claim being paid, after passing the 
trying ordeal of Congress, his grandchildren or 
| great grandchildren might possibly receive about 
one-tenth of the sum stipulated for. 

He had known claims to be unanimously report- 
ed upon repeatedly by committees of both Houses, 
and yet payment refused. There was one indi- 
vidual known to them all, doubtless, for he had 
annoyed every member of that body, respecting 
the claim ofa couple of thousands of dollars, whose 
claim had been reported upon repeatedly, and 
whenever it had been presented by the committee 
to be voted upon, some member had got up and 
moved to cut it down five or six hundred dollars, 
without knowing anything about the merits of the 
case, and the claim was still unpaid. There were 
gentlemen who thought they were doing the coun- 
try some service by moving to lay upon the table 
every claim which was brought forward, without 
knowing whether the claim was just or not. He 
declared his intention to take every opportunity to 
denounce such a practice—it was a false, a pitiful 
economy. It was like stopping the spigot and 
| leaking at the bung. In his opinion, it was the 
! duty of every member of that House, unless there 
was something within his own knowledge which 
| militated against the claim, to vote for a claim 
| that a committee of that House had investigated 
and reported favorably upon with anything like 
unanimity. Why should they take the trouble 
to organize committees, and have claims investi- 

gated, if, after they have gone through a painful 
and laborious investigation, the claim was to be 
refused, at the caprice of certain captious gentle- 
men, under the idea of saving a little money to 
! the Government? A few thousand dollars might 
be saved here and there, by cutting down aclaim, 
‘or laying it upon the table, but gentlemen should 
| recollect that such things tended to bring the Gov- 
ernment into disgrace, and to put it out of their 
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power to get work done at all, without paying for | 


: , 
it ten times as.much‘as it was worth; 


Mr. LITTLEFIELD proposed the following 
amendment to the Senate's appropriation for its 
contingent expenses, which was ruled out of order, 
amidst considerable merriment, viz: 


“ Provided, That no further sam of money shall be paid |! 


out of the same to Jamea Rohertson, as compensation for 
being imprisoned by order of the Senate, or by its officers.” 


The question was then taken, and the amend- : 


ment of the Senate was agreed to. fea: i 
The Senate’s amendments providing for defi- 


ciencies in the branch mint at New Orleans and i was proposed by the gentleman from Ohio. 


in the naval service, were agreed to, without a. 


if 
Ye 


division. : 
The following amendment being under consid- 
eration, viz: 


« For contingent expenses in the office of the First Auditor- 


of the Treasury §655?— 

Mr. BAYLY said, he was directed by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to move that this item 
be stricken out; and he begged leave to say, on 
making this motion, that it was a most extraordi- 
nary one. 

A MEMBER. 
item? 

Mr. BAYLY said he meant, of course, the item. 
The First Auditor of the Treasury had addressed 
to the Committee.of Ways and Means a letter, 
accompanied by an estimate for deficiencies in his 
contingent fand, requesting the committee to intro- 
duce the item into the bill, which was accordingly 
done. When the bill came up in the Senate, it 
appeared that an amendment had been intraduced 
for precisely the same object; it being taken for 
granted, probably, by the committee of the Sen- 
ate, that it would not be asked for twice, and not 
being aware that it had been inserted, they put 
the item into the bill. 
stricken out. 

The question being put on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senate, it was determined in 
the negative. 

The followin 
eration, viz: 

“ For contin 


What is—the motion, or the 


g amendment being under consid 


gent expenses in the office of the First Aud- 


itor of the Treasury, six hundred and filty-five dollars. 
© Por the compensation of two watchinen, t0 be employed | 
in preserving the publie wrounds abont the Capitol, at the | 


Tate of seven hundred and thirty dollars per anmum each?— 
Mr. BAYLY said he was instructed by the 
Committee of Ways and Means to recommend to 
the House to disagree to this amendment. 
Mr. JONES remarked that, in his opinion, if 
the House would take the trouble to examine this 


subject, they would come to the same conclusion | 


at which he had arrived, that there was n 
nece'sity for these two watchmen. 
now employed what was called the Capital Po- 
lice—one principal policeman ata salary of $1,450, 
and four others at a salary of $1,100 apiece, to 
take care of the grounds surrounding the Capitol, 
There were two of these constantly on duty, day 
and night. There was also an old man stationed 
atthe west gate—the 
vania avenue; and it was proper that there should 
be a man stationed there, because i 
constantly open, and the shrubbery and flowers 
exposed to depredations. As he understood this 
provision, it was for two additional watchmen, to 
walk about through the grounds, and see that the 
children perhaps did not play upon the grass, and 
that nobody wandered from the gravel walks. 
When the Marine B 
ations, it would take 


o earthly 


a regiment of watchmen to 
keep the people off the grass, when assembled to 
hear the music. There could be no possible ne- 
cessity for increasing the number of watchmen. 

s far as any damage to the public grounds was 
concerned, he did n^t believe that any was likely 
to be done for want of additional watzhmen. 

Mr. VINTON said he believed there was some 
mistake with regard to this item. The Senate 
must have intended that $750 should be the com- 
pensation for both of the watchmen 
what was usually paid to each watchman. 
would move, therefore, te strike out $750, and 
insert $365. 


Mr. HOUSTON said thathe thought the amend- :: 


ment of the gentleman from Ohio was 
necessary, as the intent and 
atc’s amendment would not be misunderstood. He 
agteed with the genueman from ‘Tennessee, that 
it was necessary to have a watchman stationed at 
the weat gate; and he had observed that the old 


quite un- 


i, Salary of $365, and this had been increased until | 


[i it had reached $1,100. In reference to the old |; 


He now moved that it be | 


There was: 


gate leading into Pennsyl- | 


hat gate was į 
: to the Government that s 
i vided, and he thought th 
ʻi outlay co 
i; grudged. 
» Opinion, he believed 
and commence their oper- | 


—$365 was | 


He! 


meaning of the Sen- : 


' found at his post. 
relief ought to be afforded to him, inasmuch as he 
was aged, and as that gate was necessarily always 
open. He believed that it was necessary that two 
_ or three other watchmen should be employed, at 
the com 
Ohio. 
Mr. JONES would merely remark, that if the 


» quite unnecessary to make the amendment that 

: He: 
| believed that the present police of the Capitol, ` 
; when first established, received, each of tem, a 


ji 


l: man at the west gate, to whom the gentleman | 
|i from Delaware had referred, it was true that he | 
| was aged and infirm, and he was ever faithful to ! 
Recently he had been ill, and con- ; 


f his duties. 


ti 


xrown, had taken his place, for the purpose of. 
i discharging his duties until he should recover; and 
f the very good Commissioner of Public Buildings 

i: had dismissed him, and put another person in his | 
: place. It was true that the other gates belonging | 
| to the public grounds were made in such a manner | 


l 
t 
i 


/ as to shut to themselves, and remain shut, and i: 


| could easily be opened by persons wishing to pass 
through, so that they required no person to attend | 


i them. There was one immediately in front of | 


| the street—which had been always left unfastened, | 
until one morning, recently, when he discovered | 
i| persons going to the gate and turning away, find- : 
|! ing it locked. He had observed a lady, wife of ; 
ii an honorable member, who had been in the habit 
of going there to walk in the morning, turn back, | 


| In consequence of the gate being locked—he 
l thought perhaps in conseqnence of the neglect of 
| 


ii the policeman; but, upon inquiry of the man, he 
: wastold that the Commissioner of Pablie Build- 
ings had ordered it to be kept locked, and that 
1 some Senators had instructed him to keep it 
| locked, until policemen could be appointed to | 
| keep persons off the grass. He had asked the | 
man for a hammer, and went over and knocked | 
i, Off the lock. i 
| Mr. VINTON said he thought the honorable | 
|i gentleman from Tennessee had given the very | 
|: best reason why addit 
ï employed, in stating that he was obliged to knock 
the lock off the gate, ‘ 
. Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, said he did not 
` think there was a sufficient number of watchmen 
to protect the public grounds, and to prevent dep- 
redations being committed on the shrubbery and 
| flowers. What were the duties which these po- 
licemen were required to perform? They were: 
; required to be upon duty from daylight in the 
! morning unti! late at night, ander the arrangement 
by which every person was permitted to enjoy the 
refreshing luxury of walking in the "public 
grounds, It wasa luxury that he had enjoyed, 
and he felt it to be one in reality. It was a credit 
uch a place was pro- 
at the small additional 
atemplated by this bill ought not to be : 


j: 
if 


Mr. CARTTER said, there was no diference of: 
sin regard to taking care of the i 
grounds; the question was, whether more men were 
: required to do it. He understood that there were i 
; from sixteen to twenty laborersemployed about the ` 
public grounds, to take care of about thirty acres; 
i and they were generally em 
| over gravel-stones and raking among the grass, | 
i: They moved as if each one needed a galvanic bat- i 

j; tery applied to him, to give him 
ii of life. So far from preserving the shrubbery and : 
|! grass from injury, it was quite sufficient to ruin- 
|: them that these men were constantly trampling 
over them. In addition to these, there were nine 
called policeraen, whose duty it was to perambu- 
late about the waiks. They had nothing to do: 
il with attending to the gates, at least there was no 
evidence that any of them did attend to them, with 
», the exception of this infirm old 4 


f 


decrepit to get away. ‘Phat was the only service 
`. he had seen performed. The Proposition was no 
More nor less than to pension upon the treasury 
two more loafers; that was the whole of it, for it 


i] was evident that the gate 


! man who was stationed there was always to be ‘selves, There 
Tt appeared to him that some | 
: them than those who w 
_ protect them from in 


pensation proposed by the gentleman from i 

| proposed by the gent] 
; TON,] it was agreed to. 
: House determined to adopt the proposition forthe; Mr. VINTON proposed still further to amend, 
|; employment of two additional watchmen, it was i I 
: i | $730, to cover the compensation of $365 each. 


fined to his bed, and his son, who was a man il 


: the house at which he boarded—directly across ` 


ional watchmen should be || 


ployed in turning |. 


some appearance |. 


man, who was too: 


s could take care of them- |i 


was nobody who visited the public 
groundswho had not infinitely more respect for 

ere employed to attend and 
jury, and who served only to 


darken the prospect with their lazy carcased. 


: {Laughter} 


The question being taken’ on the amendment 
eman from Ohio, [Mr. Vix- 


by inserting at the end of the clause the sum of 


The question was put, and the amendment to 


| the amendment was agreed to. 


| The question now being on agreeing to the 
; amendment of the Senate as amended— 

Mr. JONES called for tellers; which being or- 
; dered, and Messrs. Ricnarpson and SHEPPERD 
| being appointed such, a count was had, wher it 
i appeared that there were 63 ayes and 54 noes. 

| So the amendment as amended was agreed to. 
| The question now being on the following ameng- 
| ment of the Senate, viz: 

: «For the removal of the publie green-house and the botan- 
} ical collegtion thereat, to some suitable site on the puldie 
grounds, and for the ercetion of sach other green-house ag 
may he deemed necessary by the Joint Committee on the 
Library, five thousand dolars, to he expended by the diee 
tion of the said Joint Committee, and under the supervision 
, of the Commissioner of Public Buildings.» 

Mr. BAYLY said he was instructed hy the Com- 
| mittee“of Ways and Means to recommend to the 
' House to disagree to this amendmentof the Senate. 
It was the opinion of the committee, he said, that 
| the Government ought not to enter into the green- 
house business. 

| Mr. SCHENCK said he desired to ask of the 
| chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
i Some explanation of this report. He perceived 
i that the amendments of the Senate had been re- 
; ported back from the Committee of Ways and 
| Means without amendments. The chairman of 
‘that committee now informed the House that he 
_ was instructed by the committee to move various 
i amendments not reported. It seemed that the com- 
mittee had reported back all the amendments made 
by the Senate, ‘without amendment.” Such is 
the language of their printed report before us, and 
that is equivalent, as every one knows, to recom- 
i mending a concurrence with the Senate; but now 
; itseems they had reserved to themselves the raising 
! of questions to strike out certain of those Senate 
amendments—questions to be considered at the last 
moment, and voted upon when there could be no 
opportunity of looking into their merits, and de- 
termining whether the Senate amendments ought to 
beadopted or not. Hedid notunderstand that mode 
of proceeding The committee having reported 
no amendments, it was certainly to be inferred that 
they had none to propose, and yet the chairman of 
the Committee now came forward with a number 
of propositions to amend, for which the House 
could not of course be prepared. 

Mr. BAYLY said he would inform the gentle- 
man that the committee had never agreed to any 
of these amendments which he had moved should 
be disagreed to by the House; on the contrary , 
. the committee had disagreed to them. The bill 
had been reported back from the Commitiee of 

Ways and Means with amendments to the Sen- 

ate’s amendments. He had not drawnoutall these 

amendments in form, because it was not consid- 
ered necessary to print amendments which con- 
sisted merely of striking out. 
Mr. SCHENCK observed that the matter stood, 
_ it appeared, precisely as he had supposed; except 
"that, from the explanation made by the chairman 
himself now, it appeared that the fault was not with 
the committee, but with him as their organ. The 
; biil had been referred to the committee with amend- 
menis made by the Senate. The committee hav- 
ing examined those ame ndments, bad disapproved 
of some of them, and approved of others, and di- 
rected the report to be made accordingly, The 
chairman of the committee, however, reported 
“without amendment,” but now asked the House 
to strike out, or rather disagree to, certain items 
which were not embraced in the report at all. 
. What was the reason of the omission to report 
| these amendments? 

Mr. BAYLY begged to say to the gentleman 
from Ohio, that he was not responsible far the 
omission. The only amendments that were not 
specifically stated, were merely amendments to be 
made by striking out, 
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Mr. SCHENCK. They are important amend- 
ments nevertheless. If you strike out a few hun- 
dred dollars in an appropriation, you make it a 

„very different matter from that of retaining it. I 
hold that striking out is a very material branch of 
proceeding in amending bills. 

Mr. HOUSTON said he understood the chair- 
man of the committee to propose to strike out the 
appropriation for the removal of the green-house 
to some more eligible spot than it now occupied, 
and to assign as a reason for that motion, that the 
committee did not think that the Government 
ought to go into the green-house business. He 
would suggest to the gentleman, that so far as that | 
was concerned, the Government had already gone 


into it. It was no new enterprise that was pro- 
posed to be engaged in, but merely carrying out 
to completion an object which had been com- 
menced long ago. 

Mr. SCHENCK, resuming his remarks, said | 
that the House was taken quite by surprise, and 
at disadvantage, by having these propositions to 
amend sprung upon them at this late period. || 
They were advised by the report mage by the 
chairman of the committee 

Mr. BAYLY, (interposing.) I must insist that | 
the gentleman from Ohio shall not misrepresent | 
the position of the committee. | 

Mr. SCHENCK. Well, suppose you repre- | 
sent it then. f 

Mr. BAYLY. I said that I reported the bill | 
back with amendments. i 


Mr.SCHENCK. Very well; but did you tell the i 
House what those amendments were? ftisexceed- |! 
ingly important thatthat should be known. Aml f 
understood now, sir? Now I intend to say what |! 
I was about to say before. I say that the House l! 
is put to great disadvantage. The Committee of || 
Ways and Means, through their chairman, inform 


ate’s amendment I shall most assuredly vote for 
it, and against any proposition to strike it out. 
Mr. BAYLY said he was not in the least degree 
surprised at the criticism which had been made in 
relation to his course as chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means. No one who was 
acquainted with the peculiar atructure of that gen- 
tleman’s mind would be at all astonished at the 
captious objections he made. But the gentle- 
man was in error when he attributed irregularity 
to his course when he (Mr. B.) reported this bill. 
Instances had frequently occurred in this House 
in which bills had been reported ina similar man- 
ner. ,, In a thousand instances the chairman of the 
committee had announced whether the amend- 
ments of the Senate had been agreed to or not. 


When he reported the bill he had explicitly said | 


that he reported it with amendments. As to the 
manner in which the bill was printed he had noth- 
ing to do with that. He thought he should never 
have been able to get this bill printed at all, With 
reference to the item under consideration, he him- 
self would prefer that the green-hoyse should be. 
removed. For this pupose an appropriation of 
$5,000 was made in this bill. 
from Ohio had said it was important that these 
plants should be preserved, because they were 
required for the purpose of completing a botanical 
report now in preparation. He had heard the 


same reason assigned in the Senate, and he had 


made it his business to inquire as to the fact. 
He had come to the conclusion that after the 


l; east wing of the Patent Office was finished, this 
But | 
he thought it should be kept up until the botanical | 


green-house ought not to remain where it is. 


report was completed. After that was done, he 


pledged himself to introduce a resolution, which he | 
trusted the House would agree to, to break upthis | 


green-house, to distribute the plants, and abandon 


The gentleman | 
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that, and had looked into it.. But-he had come to 
the opinion that the plants. would be too much 
shaded if they were removed ‘to the other situa- 
tion, if 
| Mr. ROOT resumed. He believed that, the 
west green-house would not be sufficiently large 
i to receive all. the plants, and if it were; it would 
still be an unfit place. The southern part which 
was appropriated to the tropical and more‘delivate 
plants, ought to be a story higher. Tt was, at 
present, an unfit place, and the question before the 
committee was, should we take care of these 
plants? The Committee on the Library had asked 
for an appropriation of $5,000 for this purpose. 
And who, he asked, was there here, who would 
be willing to sacrifice these plants? Their col- 
|| lection has been the occupation of years. There 
i| may be persons in this country who think they are 
|| ofno use. He hoped there were few such persons 
in this House. The love of flowers was a passion 
almost universal in the human breast, and he could 
not suppose that there were any gentlemen here 
who were opposed to them. They had cost us in 
their collection far more than the amount of this 
appropriation. Yet they would, after all, be lost, 
if we did not adopt the means now proposed for 
their preservation. Rather than Jet them perish, 
it might be even better, if we could find no other 
use for them, to have them made up in bundles, 
and distributed under our franks among our con- 
stituents. They might be turned to good account 
in that way. The green-house, however, was the 
proper place for them. And has not Congress 
the same interest in preserving these plants, as in 
keeping up the flowers in our Capito! grounds, or 
in appropriating money for two additional watch- 
men to prevent them from being destroyed? Are 
we by our neglect to suffer these rare and valuable 
tropical plants to be destroyed? He hoped not. 
He was very willing to give this $5,000 for the 


|; this measure. A friend from Missouri suggested 
jį that this should be done now. But he thought | 
| differentiy. He was disposed to let the green- | 
‘| house remain for the present, until the report of i| 
| the botanist was made, and that it should after- |! 


purpose of preserving them. If they are to be 
preserved at all, it must be done now. And he 
hoped the appropriation for that purpose would be 
agreed to, notwithstanding the recommendation of 


the Elouse that they have considered the Senate's 
amendments, and that they made no amendments 
thereto, While the House is considering the Sen- 
ate’s amendments, the chairman of the commit- 


tee says that he has been instructed by the com- || 
mittee to move to strike out certain items which f 
are very important. What is the purpose of a | 
report from a committee? Is it not to put the | 
House in possession of the result of the delibera- | 
tions of the committee; to put them on their guard | 
as to what is to be proposed, that they may exam- j 


ine into its propriety? Now, what is the fact in |; 


this case? A report comes back to us proposing 


no amendments. Yet when we come to vote item || 


by item, amendments are sprung upon us unex- 


propositions of which we have never heard before 
— propositions to strike out this item and that item, || 
and we are expected to act upon these propositions |; 
at once, without having been prepared by any no- |! 
tice in regard to them. 

With regard to this particular item, concerning 
which a proposition to amend is sprung upon us į 
at the last moment, it was naturally to be sup- 
posed that the committee had found it to be all į 
right; but we are now informed that the commit- 
tee recommend that it shall be stricken out. It is | 
for the removal of the green-house from the en- 
closure of the Patent Office. I can only say that, 
so far as 1 am concerned, E did not suppose there | 
would be an objection to the proposition for re- |i 
moval. I had no reason to suppose that there || 
would be a question raised by the committee con- 
cerning it, The green-house, | understand, con- |! 
sists of a collection of plants that were brought || 
home by the Exploring Expedition,and which have |! 
been preserved with the view of furnishing an op- 


portunity to the persons engaged in preparing or | 


completing the Narrative of the expedition, to | 
make a classification of them to be inserted in the 
published report of the results of the expedition. 
This, I believe, is the whole history of the green- 
house. {tis not a question whether we shall go 


into the establishment of a botanical garden, | 
though I confess £ should have no insuperable | 
l; the previous question. 


objection to a proposition of that kind. I can see 
no reason why we might not, in connection with 


the National Institute, establish a botanical gar- |! 


den or a zoélogical garden, or anything else; but | 


there is nothing of the kind proposed. The object | 
| interrogatory as to what would be the effect of re- į 


of the appropriation, as I understand it, is to pre- 
serve this collection of plants until the report of 
the results of the Exploring Expedition shall have 
been completed. If thie be the objeat of the Sen- 


! to see this provision stricken out. 
‘lutely necessary that this provision should be 


wards be pulled down. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, rose, but yield- 
ed the floor to Mr. Screnck for an explanation. 

Mr. SCHENCK suid, as to the objection of the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
to my course and manner here, I have only this to 
reply: It may be that I arn accustomed, as he says, 
to make ‘‘captious objections;’’ but, often as I 
may err in that way, my criticisms certainly can- 


| 

| not be half as frequent as his wretched blundering | 

: | should justly provoke them. 
pectedly, and they come from the committee too— || 
i | 


Mr. STANTON resumed. He should regret 
It was abso- 


adopted, The persons who are engaged in the 


: construction of the east wing of the Patent Office 


find it impossible to proceed while the green-house 
remains where it is. Some of them are now in 
the Capitol, and say that they cannat proceed 


j| Without destroying the plants, unless the green- 


house is removed. And is there any disposition 
here to destroy this valuable collection of plants 
which have been brought home by the Exploring 
Expedition, and which have been kept with so 


much care for the purpose of ascertaining which | 


of them may be suited for our country, and to give 


them an opportunity of becoming acclimated? It | 


is so important that they should be preserved that 


| we ought not to suffer any mistaken notions of 


economy to permit us to let them be lost. They 


were not brought here merely to gratify an idle curi- | 
[ They 
: were necessary to enable the naturalist engaged | 


osity, but to subserve a practical purpose. 


in the work, aad who could not go on without fre- 
quent reference to them, to perfect his report. He 


‘| hoped, therefore, that the section would be permit- : 
| ted to remain in the bill. 


Mr. McMULLEN thought that the committee 


ii had had quite enough of this discussion, and as 


he believed there was no great necessity for the 
passage of this item at this time, he would move 
[A laugh.] 

Mr. ROOT rose, and, as far as his argument 
could be heard, sustained the propriety of continu- 
ing this green-house, and submitted to the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means an 


moving the plants to the second story of the 


|| building. 


Mr. BAYLY replied that he had thought of 


|| the Committee of Ways aud Means to the con- 
: trary. 
| ir. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, desired to 
say but a single word on the subject. The origin- 
al intention of Congress in the construction of 
this green-house was, that it should be merely a 
temporary thing, in order to preserve the plants 
i; brought home by the Exploring Expedition, antil 
the report of that expedition should be finished. 
And the question now before the committee is, 
| whether this original design should be changed, 
this green-house should be a permanent establish- 
ment, be made the foundation of a new bureau, 
and become a portion of anew system. For all 
the objects of the individuals engaged in the prep- 
j aration of the report, the green-house, as it now 
| stands, is quite sufficient. It was never intended 
to be permanent, but only to preserve the plants 
until the report was completed. Now, if we are 
to make this a permanent establishment, it may be 
as well to begin now as at any other time. A 
suitable place may be selected, and we may as well 
: make the appropriation at once. It is, to be sure, 
but a mere beginning. Bat, by and by, it wiil 
not only bring in all the plants collected by the 
Exploring Expedition, but all American plants 
and flowers, and then all which our chargés 
abroad may coilect and send home; and, in time, 
we shall, no doubt, have one of the most splendid 
collections in the world. It is now for us to deter- 
mine whether we will go into the thing perma- 
nently; because, if such is to be our policy, it will 
answer every purpose if we embark in it at once 
by making this appropriation. 
fle believed the opinion was pretty general in 
the Committee of Ways and Means, in faver of 
striking out this clause. As to the manner of re- 
porting these bills, he believed the usual course 
had been to have the amendments printed in ital- 
ies. This had not been done in the present bill, 
and so far there had been a departure from usage. 
Bat he did not admit that there had been any mis- 
take on the part of the chairman of the committee. 
Mr. McMULLEN said that he believed this 
was a question about a national green-house. 
Gentlemen had given very florid descriptions of 
the plants which were keptin it. Everything was 
|i green and beautiful. He regretted that when he 
i was last up he had shown himself to be so green 
| also, as to move the previous question in Commit- 


| 
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tee of the. Whole. ‘This is a National Green House. 
The proposition now under consideration emanated 
from a National Green House, to wit: the Senate. 
It has been sustained by the distinguished N ational 
Green Root from Ohio. 

The question being about to be put— : 

Tellers were called for; and the demand being 
sustained, Mr. Kine, of Rhode Island, and Mr. 
Wariaer, were appointed tellers. . 

The question was then taken on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senate, when it was decided in 
the affirmative—ayes 75, noes 68. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The amendment of the Senate, appropriating 
$10,000 for improving the grounds south of the 
President’s House, and completing the culvert on 
Seventeenh street, was agreed to. 

The guestion now being on agreeing to the fol- | 
lowing amendment of. the Senate, viz: 

« For completing the improvement of Indiana avenne, in 
the city of Washington, from the City Hall to the Capitot 
hill, seven thousand dollars, to he expended under the eon- 
tro} of the Commissioner of Publie Buildings? — 

Mr. JONES moved to strike out the words 
Commissioner of Public Buildings,” and to in- 
sert, in lieu thereof, the words ‘* Mayor of the 
city of Washington”? 

Mr. CROWELL suggested that Congress had 
no control over the Mayor of Washington. The 
Commissioner of Public Buildings was an officer 
of the Gevernment, and consequently subject to 
the control of Congress. 

Mr. JONES thought that the expenditure of 
this appropriation might be very properly com- 
mitted to the Mayor of the city. 

The question being taken, the amendment sub- 
mitted by Mr. Jones was negatived. 

Mr. CARTTER expressed a desire to hear from 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means the explanation which had satisfied the || 
committee as to the propriety of this appropria- | 
tion. 

Mr. BAYLY said he would answer the inter- || 


rogatory with pleasure. Congress had, at a former 


i| didates who may present themselves before they 


| desire of the committee that no further appoint- | 
| ments should be made until this bill should be į: 


Mr. MARSHALL said his object was only to | 
get an opportunity of incorporating it in the bill. |; 
He would withdraw it for the present. 

The amendment was then withdrawn. 

The question was then taken on the amend- 
ment of the Senate, and it was agreed to. 

The following additional section being under 
consideration, was read as follows, viz: 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster ji 
General be, ang he is hereby, authorized to employ twenty- 
two additional clerks in the Post Office Department, viz: 
seven clerks each at an annual salary of fourteen hundred 
dollars, eight clerks each at an annual salary of twelve hun- 
dreg dollars, and seven clerks each at an annual salary of ;. 
one thousand dollars, and one additional watchmen, at a 
salary of three hundred and sixty five dollars. j 

Mr. BAYLY said the Committee of Ways and 
Means had instructed him to move that this 
amendment of the Senate be disagreed to. He |, 
would state very briefly the reasons which had |; 
induced the committee to. come to this determina- || 
tion. In another part of the bit] an appropriation H 
for temporary clerks for the Post Office Depart 
ment had been introduced in compliance with the 
request of the Postmaster General. It is the in- 
tention of the Committee of Ways and Means, at 
the earliest opportunity, to report a bill to the | 
House, the object of which is to regulate the ap- 
pointment of clerks in the various departments of 
the Government. It proposes to appoint a board 
of examiners, whose business it will be to exam- 
ine into the character and qualifications of all can- 


‘can be put into office. There are also other valu- 
able provisions contained in this bill, The com- | 
mittee did not wish to sanction the appointment | 
of any additional clerks until this bill should be | 
brought before the House for its consideration. | 

He was assured by officers who had much ex- į 


to the efficiency of the publicservice. The duties de- 
volved on clerks would be much better done, and 
the number of clerks might be reduced. It was the | 


session, appropriated $10,000 for the improvement 
of this avenue. It was not expected, at the time, 
that the sum then appropriated would be sufficient 
to complete the work. lt had not done so. It 
was a large and costly work, and was not yet 
completed; and the sum now asked for was re- | 
quired for its completion. ‘The appropriation had |} 
been inserted. in this bill, because the supply of 
the money would be the means of preventing the 
discontinuance of the work during this summer. 


| not in behalf of the committee give a sanction to 


passed into a law. | 
of the fact that the business of the Post Office | 
Department required additional clerks. On this | 
account, he was ready to admit that more clerks | 
were necessary in that department. But he could | 

i 

i 


any further permanent appointments, until Con- 
gress should have passed the bill to which he had 


| referred. 


Finally, the improvement of this avenue was of | 
very great importance to the city, and to Congress 
itself, because it was well known that, at certain ji 
seasons of the year, Pennsylvania avenue was one | 
of the most uncomfortable streets in the world. 
There ought to be another avenue. The work 
has been commenced; we have gone to a consid- 
erable cost in carrying it on thus far, and it must |; 
be completed. è i 

Mr. VINTON said he believed that this appro- |) 
priation of $7,000 only made up the amount spe- 
cified in the original estimate. f 

Mr. BAYLY said this was exactly true. Noth- |! 
ing more was asked than the amount it was origin- |; 
ally estimated that the work would cost. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- | 
eat of the Senate was agreed to—ayes 75, noes | 
The amendment of the Senate, appropriating | 

i 
| 


$5.000 for continuing the improvement of the pub- 
lic grounds west of Seventh street, was considered 
and agreed to. 

The following amendment being under consid- | 
eration, viz: 

* For enclosing with a substantial wooden fence, grading, 
and planting with trees, ihe Jow grounds on the canal, be- 
tween Third and Sixth streets, two thousand five hundred 
dollars??— 


Mr. MARSHALL said he desired, before the 
vote was taken on this amendment, to offer an 
amendment. It was read, as follows, viz: 

“& To complete the marine hospital at Louisville, Ken- 
tucky, and to preserve the same in security, 65,000.77 

The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out 
of order, as not germane to the clause proposed 
to be amended. f 

Mr. BAYLY suggested to his friend from Ken- 

_ tucky to withdraw his amendment for the present, i 
and to offer it at the end of the bill, after the || 
amendments of the Senate had been gone through. | 
He was in favor of the object of the amendment. | 


| 
i 
| 
i 
| 
i 
| 


i footing. 


| application was made to Congress for nine addi- 
; tonal clerks. These clerks were granted as tem- 
| porary clerks; and in 1842, by the aet of July 


| the permanent force of the department, having 
| been previously employed as temporary clerks, 


Mr. PHELPS expressed his regret that the ʻi 
| chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means :: 
‘had adverted to this bill, and assigned it as a! 


reason for refusing to sanction this section. He : 


‘had no doubt that the bill alluded to wasa very i 


excellent one, but the fact that it was in prepa- ii 


‘ration did not, in any degree, obviate the evil i! 
! which this section was inserted to remedy. The | 


clerks which were admitted by the chairman of the |: 
committee to be necessary to carry on the public į 
service may be granted now; and when that bill 
shall be passed, they may be placed ona permanent 
g. Buthe would not consent, in view of the |; 
doubtrul contingency of the passage of that bill, to 
withhold from the officer at the head of the de- 
partment the force which was absolutely necessary |; 
to carry on the public business in the interim. 
Mr. BAYLY (Mr. Puers yielding the foor) 
disavowed any intention to withhold the force |: 
which he knew was required by the department. |) 
Mr. PHELPS resumed. He knew that the | 
force asked for by this section was absolutely ne- i: 
cessary. The department must have these clerks. 
He referred to the period when Mr, Kendal! ad- 
ministered the duties of the department. in 1836 Í 


Fr 
and 1837, he had tried the experiment of car- ji 
i 


rying on the operations of the department with a | 
diminished force; but it was found to be impossi- 
bie to keep up with the increasing business of the ; 
department without additional strengih, and an ; 


30th of that year, these nine clerks were added to 


from the commencement of the year 1837, and paid 
by appropriations made for that special ebject 
from year to year. But, only a few days ago, 
Mr. Kendall had told him, that in 1836 he had not 
more clerks than were aufficient for the business || 


i 
i 
i 
H 


: how the business had increased since 1836. 


perience that this bill was calculated to add greatly |, rout : r j 
| registers showing the exact times of the arrivals 


|! and departures of the mails, to be returned to the 


He had not the slightest doubt Í! 


: he would therefore refrain 


at thattime. ‘I asked bhim,” said Mr. PHELPS, 
“how many ought to be added now to the force: 
of the department.” He said, the increase of the 


: force ought to beara just proportion to the in- 


crease in the business. 

Mr. P. went on to say that he had before 
him a comparative statement which would show 
Try 
1836, the number of mail-routes was 2,212; in 
1849, they had increased to 4,942; showing an 
increase of 2,731 routes. The total number of 
contractors in 1836 was 1,682; in 1649 this num- 
ber had swelled up to 4,193—exbibiting an increase 


of 2511. The number of post offices in 1836 was 
14,091; in 1849 the number was 18,134; and here 


was an increase of 7,043. i 
Here, then, is an exhibit of the increase of the 
business of this department since the year 183G 


|; up to the present time. The Postmaster General 
i and hia Assistants now require an additional force 


to meet this increase of business. ‘The Assi-tant 
Postmaster Generat had stated to the committee 
that they needed the additional clerks specified in 


the sectign now under consideration; ang that they 
i were n 


ded not for temporary service, but as 
permanent clerks; and that these would be barely 
sufficient to bring up the business of the depart- 
ment to the close of the present fiscal year. 

The clerks in the Post Office Depariment, as he 
could testify from his own personal observation, 
rendered more efficient services to the public than 
any clerks empioyed in the other departments. 
They were kept more closely employed while in 
the department,and they were employed during a 
greater number of hours. The business of the 
department had been greatly augmented by the 
register system, introduced by the act of 1836, 
requiring postmasters to keep, at the end of such 
routes as the Postmaster General might designate, 


department at short and regular intervals. This 
system, it is true, was discontinued a few years 
ago,and it has only been since required that a reg- 
ular return shall be made of the failures of the 
mail. But the present Postmaster Gene al has in- 
troduced the way-bill system. Besides the in- 
creased service in the old States, there is the mail 
service in Oregon, Minnesota, California, New 
Mexico, and Utah, or Deseret. And in addition 
to all this, must be taken into view the vast jn- 
crease which has taken place within the last two 


or three years in the foreign mail service. 


Mr. BAYLY (Mr. Puerys yielding the floor) 
said it was very desirable to save time, in order 
that this bill might be carried to its passage to-day. 
And he begged to suggest to his friend from Mis- 
souri that there was no design to withhold the 
force which the Postmaster General required to 
carry on the operations of his department. The 
only question was as to the time when it should 
be granted. The Committee of Ways and Means 


only desired that he would wait until the bill ap- 
_ pointing examiners shonid be passed. ‘There was 


no doubt at all that the committee was fully aware 
of the necessity which existed for these clerks, 


' and would be ready to grant them when that bill 
‘had passed. 


Mr. PHELPS said he had no desire to protract 
the debate and delay the passage of this bill, and 
from saying more 
which he had intended to submit to the commie, 

Mr. VINTON expressed a strong doubt wheth- 
er the public service could wait for these additional 
clerks until the bill spoken of by the chairman of 


‘the Committee of Ways and Means should be 
; passed. 


That bill required an examination by a 
board into the qualifications of clerks; and when- 
ever it shall be reported, it will be found that it 
makes no provision for the appointment of any. 


| It relates only to the manner in which the appoint- 


ments are to ve regulated. That was the charac- 
ter of the bill—et least such was the character of 


i; the bill during the last Congress, and he presumed 


it was the same now. 

Mr. McGAUGHEY moved to amend the sec- 
tion by adding the following proviso: 

Provided, That the clerks appointed under the provisions 
of this act shall not, norshall any Gre of Caen, oe appoints ¢ 
from anv State which has atu proportion of the patronage 
of this Government, taking into comsideration the indent 


Of salaries ami Ue representation of the States to the 
House of Repres: utatives in Congress, nuti the patronage 
aforesaid bas been eaualized between the Siates, 


Mr. MeG. said he would only detain the commit. 
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tee while he gave one or two reasons in: support of 
athe amendment which he had offered. He be- 
lieved its adoption would have agreater tendency to 
correct the evil of having incompetent persons ia 
public employ, than any Board of Examiners 
which could be appointed. He had had some ex- 


perience in relation ta public offices, and he weuld | 


tell the committee that if a Board of Examiners 
was instituted, to say who shall and whe shall not 
be appointed to office, from that moment you ex- 
onerate the heads of departments from all respon- 
sibility as to the manner in which the subordinate 
duties may be performed. Congress calls for in- 
formation from the head of a department. He 
replies that he has not time to give the information 
you ask for. You ask for the reason. His an- 
ewer will be, “the Board of Examiners have | 
forced on me a set of incompetent clerks, who are 


entirely independent af me; I cannot command | 


them.” And thus the public business will be en- 
tirely neglected, or, at best, very imperfectly per- 
formed. ` j 


He desired to see a reform in the mode of ap- 
pointing clerks, and now was the propeg time to 
go into it. Now tkat there was a Whig Admin- 
istration he hoped to see this reform made, and | 
he desired to see his Whig friends stand up, and 
back him in his efforts to bring it about. At 
present the appointments are in the hands of the | 
heads of departments, and it is in their power to | 
make the clerks do their duty. But if you appoint 
a Board of Examiners, you exonerate the heads | 
of departments from all responsibility. The wise | 
way was, to leave the appointments where they | 
are, and hold those who make them to their re- 
sponsibility for all failures in duty. 

Mr. BAYLY rose to a question of order. Isa 
question relating to the regulation of the mode of 
appointment in order on a deficiency bill? 

The Chair decided the amendment in order. 

Mr. McGAUGHEY resumed. He had been 
asked by the gentleman from Pennsylvania near | 
him, {Mr. Srevens,] if there was any proposition | 


tee would not rise, but that theamendments might 
be disposed of without further debate. 

The motion was then negatived. 

Mr. MORTON said he did not rise to inflict on 
the committee the punishment of a speech. But he 
should hold himself recreant to his duty if he did 
net stand up to defend his constituents against the 
calumnious charges of the gentleman who had just 
spoken. 

Mr. McGAUGHEY (Mr. Morrow yielding) 
disclaimed any intention to calumniate the citizens 
of Virginia. He had taken his information on the 
subject from the pages of the Blue Book. 

Mr. MORTON The Blue Book! Why, ac- 
cording to the Blue Book, every man that is born, 
is born in Virginia. Virginia has no more than 
her proper proportion:in her share of the public 
offices. 

Mr. BAYLY. Will my friend allow me to 
state that three years ago, when a similar charge 
was made against Virginia, I took the trouble to 
institute a careful inquiry into the facts, and I 
found that so far from having more than her 
proportion of public offices, she had far less than 
she ought to have had. 

Mr. MORTON. Yes; she has less than she is 
entitled to. 

Mr. STRONG rose to a point of order. He 
submitted to the Chair that the argument of the 
gentleman from Virginia was not confined to the 
question before the committee, but, on the con- 
trary, had no reference to it, and was therefore 
out of order. 

The Cua did not entertain the point of order. 

Mr. BAYLY requested his friend from Virginia 
not to protract this discussion, but to let the 
amendments be acted on. 

Mr. MORTON said he would conclude with a 
single remark. He would merely advert to a 
single fact in relation to this Blue Book. When 
he had gone to the department to procure an apoint- 
ment for one of his constituents, the reply was, 
that Virginia had more than her proportionate 


before the committee for the appointment of a 
Board of Examiners? He would answer “ No.” | 
But he was-replying to the remarks of the gentle- | 
man from Virginia, who wished to postpone the | 


j 
{ 


appointment of these clerks until Congress author: | 
ized the appointment of such a board. His re-i 
marks, therefore, were not inappropriate. He 
was opposed to such aboard. If he could notget | 
an appointment which he might desire from the | 
head of a department, he would go to the White | 
House and make his demand. | 

Mr. SWEETSER (McGaveuer yielding) said | 
he had it from one of the colleagues of the gentle- 
man that he had carried a complaint of this sort to | 
the head of the Government, and was told by the 
President that he had selected the heads of depart- | 
ments to make these appointments, and that he had 
full confidence in their discretion. 


Mr. MeGAUGHEY resumed. He was not the ji 


erson alluded to by the gentleman. from Ohio. 
-if the President had given him sucha reply, he | 


would have brought his complaint‘to this House. «| 


If he had gone to the President with a request, and 
such a complaint of the conduct of theheads of de- | 


H 
i 
i 


partments, and had been thus answered, he would |; 


have denounced the President here and before his | 
constituents. He, however, was not likely to be : 
placed in such a position, for he had no ear for | 
there private complaints here or elsewhere. i 

He was against a Board of Examiners, because į 
it would take away the responsibility from the ! 
heads of departments. It had been alleged that 
the departments were full of drones of clerks, se- : 
lected out of this District and the States of Virginia : 
and Maryland, who receive their salaries for do- 
ing nothing. If so, let them be called to account, | 
and treated as they deserve. But the citizens of , 
this District and of Virginia and Maryland have | 
a perfect right to stick their noses inthe public | 
crib. 

[t might be supposed that he had an unwilling- 
ness to trust his Whig friends with too much 
power, but no such motive had influenced him in | 
submitting his amendment. He desired to see a | 
reform in the mode of appointing clerks, and he 


thought this was the most propitious moment to | 
He thought the amendmenta legiti- | 
mate and a proper one, and that it ought to be 


commence it. 


passed. 
Mr. SEDDON moved that the committee rise. 
Mr. BAYLY expressed a hope that the commit- 


number of clerks already. He had used every 
effort in his power to have the Blue Book correct- 
ed, but he had to give it up. He found it could 
not be done. He would assert, however, that 
Virginia had not more than her proportion. 

Mr. CONRAD called for the reading of the 
amendment; and the amendment having been read, 


tive to obtain an appointment for a constituent 
who might happen to be here? He referred to the 


in quest of office, when there were fifty to every 
one who is here now. He would be willing to 


Virginia and Maryland desired to have a slice 
they might. He was willing to give up all the 
claims of Louisiana. 


office here, if the writer should come on? And he 
had replied that the inquirer had better stay at 
home, for he would not make his expenses by 
coming here. The mover of this amendment, he 
believed, had no provision in it for paying the ex- 
penses of disappointed applicants. He deprecated 
this -covetousness of office as degrading to the 
| country, and tending to destroy the purity of elec- 
tions. He would do everything in his power to 
discourage it. He was willing to leave all these 
appointments to office at the discretion of the Ex- 
ecutive. 

Mr. BAYLY desired to make one suggestion. 
If this proposition should be adopted, of which 


j 


i this bill would go back to the Senate, where 
it will lead to a discussion. It would be defeated 


f 


and this delay would be detrimental, in the high- 
est degree, to the public service. 

Mr. MeGAUGHEY asked, what reason the 
gentleman from Virginia had for saying the amend- 
ment would be rejected in the Senate? 

Mr. BAYLY said he had just as much ground 


j 


the bill. 


| trict should have the right to nominate clerks for 


time when the House was inundated with loafers | 


He had been written to in- | 
|; quiring if there was any chance of obtaining an | 


he inquired whether it was the purpose of the | 
mover to put it out of the power of any representa- | 


passa law empowering the Executive to give all the || 
offices to persons living within this District, and if | 


his own district, or else some one member of a 
State might run away with all the glory of the 
appointments for the State. 

The question being about to be put, Mr. M. 
GAUGHEY demanded tellers, and the demand 
being sustained, Mr. Bococx and Mr. Duncan 
were appointed tellers. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Me- 
Gavenry’s amendment, and decided in the nega- 
tive—ayes 51, noes 82. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The amendment of the Senate was then agreed 
to. 

The committee then proceeded to consider the 
next amendment, as follows: 

Sec. 3. And beit further enacted, That the salaries pro- 
vided for in the second section of this act, and payahle for 
the remainder of the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, eigh- 
teen hundred and fifty, and for the whole year ending June 


thirtieth, eighteen hundred and fifty-one, shall be paid out 
of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


Mr. JONES moved, to amend the amendment 
by striking out the words “and for the whole year 
ending June 3@:h, 1851.” 

His object, he said, was to confine the appro- 
priation to the current year, and not to sanction 
the continuance of these clerks through another 

ear. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. BAYLY said he was instructed by the 
Committee of Ways and Means to move some 
amendments to come in at the end of this section. 

The amendments were sent to the Chair, to be 
read, as follows: 

“To supply deficiency of appropriation for the contingent 
expenses of all the missions abroad, $10,000. 

“To supply deficiency ofappropriation for the payment of 
the judicial expenses of the Government for the remainder 
of the present fisval year, $50,000. 

“ Be it it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States be authorized to direct the transfer of the sum of 
$30,000 from any unexpended b lance of funds applica- 
ble to army subsistence, to supply deficiency in the Quarter- 
master’s Department, and for the tran: portation of supplies 
of the army and the volunteers called into the service of 
the United Statesin Texas and New Mexico.” 


Mr. JONES objected that these amendments 
were not in order, 3 

Mr. BAYLY replied that they were distinct and 
separate items, legitimately belonging to the de- 
ficiency bill, 

The CHAIR decided that the amendments were 
outof order, having no connection with the amend- 
ments of the Senate. They were new and inde- 
pendent propositions, 

Mr. BAYLY stated, that if the Chair decided 
these amendments to be out of order, as the pub- 
lic service would suffer considerably by their omis- 
sion, he must appeal from the decision of the 
Chair. 

After some remarks on the point of order by 
Messrs. VINTON, STEVENS of Pennsylvania, < 
JONES, and DUNHAM, the question was put, 
‘Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the 


he had no expectation, the result would be that |. j 
-. concurring with the Committee of the Whole on 


there, the bill would come back again to the House, : 


for the supposition as any member might have. | 
It was an amendment irrelevant to the object of ; 


Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, expressed a ! 
hope that the mover of the amendment would so | 
modify it as that every Representative from a dis- | 


judgment of the committee ?”? and was decided in 
the affirmative, without a count. 
So the decision of the Chair was sustained, 
The amendment of the Senate was then agreed 


to. 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the committee rise 
and report the bill, and the motion being agreed to, 

The committee rose and reported the bill and 
amendment to the House. 

On motion by Mr. SCHENCK, it was agreed 
that when the House adjouras, it be ull Monday 
next. 

Mr. McDONALD moved that the Hous? ad- 
: journ, and the question being put, the House 
refused to adjourn, 

Mr. BAYLY moved the previous question on 


|! the state of the Union in their action on the Sen- 
ate amendments, . . 

The previous question received a second; and 
i: the main question was ordered. 

- The SPEAKER said the main question would 
be on concurring in the amendments of the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. GERRY moved that the House adjourn; 
aud the question being put, it was disagreed to. 

The first, second, third, fourth, and fifth amend- 
ments of the Senate were concurred in. 

The question now being on agreeing to the 
amendment appropriating $129,250 to supply the 
deficiency in the appropriation for the conungent 
expenses of the House of Representatives, 
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Mr. JONES asked for the yeas and nays. 
They were refused. 

The question was then put, 
was concurred in. irk sink 
The appropriation’ for repairing the United 
States steamers Jefferson, Hetzel, and Legaré, em- 
ployed in the coast survey, being under consider- | 

ation, 

Mr. JONES asked for the yeas and nays on 
agreeing to this amendment. They were refused. 

The question was then put, and the amendment 
was concurred in. aes 

The question now being on concurring in the | 
amendment appropriating $213,000 to supply the 
deficiency in the contingent expenses of the Sen- 
ate, 

Mr. JONES demanded the yeas and nays. 
They. were refused, 

The question was then put, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

The House then concurred in the appropriation 
of $15,000 for the branch mint at New Orleans. 

The question now being on concurring in the 
amendment appropriating $747,523 30 to supply 
the deficiency in naval appropriation for the fiscal 
year ending 30th June, 1849, 

Mr. CARTTER demanded the yeas and nays. 
They were refused. 

Mr. WILDRICK moved that the House ad- 
journ. The question was put, and the House re- 
fused to adjourn, ; 

The question was then put on the amendment, 
and it was concurred in. ; 

The House then concurred with the Committee 
of the Whole in striking out the amendment of 
the Senate, appropriating $655 for contingent ex- 
penses in the First Auditor’s office. 

The question now being on concurring with the 
committee in their amendment to the Senate’s 
amendment, as follows, viz: 

“ For the compensation of two watchmen to be employed 
in preserving the public grounds about the Capitol, at the j 
rate of $365 per annum each, the sum of $730.” 

Mr. JONES said, as this amendment was to 
create two additional employees of the Govern- 
ment, he would ask thé yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER said the question would be 
first on concurring with the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union in their amend- 
ment reducing the proposed pay from $730 to 
$365 per annum each, 

The question was put, and the amendment was 
concurred in. | 

The House refused the yeas and nays on the | 
question to agree to the Senate’s amendment as | 
amended. 

The question was then put, and the amendment |: 
as amended was agreed to. 

The question now being on concurring in the | 
amendment appropriating $5,000 for the removal | 
of the old and the erection of a new green-house— | 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, called for || 
the yeas and nays. 

They were ordered. 

Mr. MORRIS moved that the House adjourn; 
on which mation, 

Mr. McDONALD called for tellers; and they 
were refused, 

The question was put, and the House refused | 
to adjourn. 

The question was then put, and the amendment | 
was concurred in—yeas 76, nays 68; as follows: | 

YHAS—Mesers. Alexander, Anderson, Bennett, Briggs, tt 
Brooks, Albert G. Brown, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thom 
B. Buticr, Calvin, Campheil, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Co 
cock, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Dickey, Duncan, Nathan 
Evans, Fowler, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, 
Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Howe, Hunter, Wil- 
liam T. Jackson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, | 
James G. King, John A. King, Matteson, Meacham, Moore, | 
Morehead, Morse, Morton, Nelson, Ogle, Otis, Ontiaw, } 
Piunan, Patnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Root, Rose, 
Rumsey, Schenck, Schooleratt, Sprague, Sianly, Frederick 
P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Strong, Sweetser, Taylor, 
John RB. Thompson, Tuck, Underhill, Van Ds \inton, 
Watkins, Wentworth, Williams op—76. 


and the amendment 


> 
lison,and Winthr 
NAYS— Messrs, Albertson, Alston, Ashe, Averett, Bay 
Bingham, Bocock, Booth, William J. Brown, Burt, Joseph j 
Cable, George A, Caliwell, Joseph P. Cal well, Cartter, | 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, Conger, Deberry, Dimmick, Dan- 
ham, Featherston, Fitch, Gerry, Green, Hal, Haralson, ; 
Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Hibbard, Howard, Hubo rd, || 
Inge, Joseph W, Jackson, Andrew Jonnson, Robert W, l 
Jobnson, Jones, Julian, Preston King, La Sère, Littlefield, il 
| 


Job Mann, Marshall, McClernand, McDonald, MeDow 

McGaughey, McLanahan, Robert M. MeLane, a 
McQueen, MeWillie, Mulson, Morris, Parker, Peaslee 
Peck, Phelps, Robbins, Savage, Shepperd, Stetson, Thomas, 
Jacoh Thomason, Waldo. Wallace, Whitilescy, Wildrick, 


> Me Mullen, 


Wood, and Woodward—68. 


The House then concurred in the other amend- 
ments, without a division. 


Mr. VINTON moved that the vote on concur- | 
ring in the amendments be reconsidered, and that | 


that motion be laid on the table. 


Mr. THOMPSON said the motion was unne- | 


cessary, and it was not pressed. Then, 
On motion, the House adjourned till Monday 
next. 


PETITIONS, &c. 


The following petitions, memorials, &c., were ; 


presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees: 


By Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania: A memorial of eiti- | 


zens of Pennsylvania interested in the manufacture of iron, 


asking Congress for the insertion of such provisions in our | 


revenue laws as will “regulate commerce with foreign 
nations”? in iron, and also that such duties be imposed upon 
foreign iron as will bring the largest revenue to the public 
treasury. . 


Also, the petition of citizens of Columbia county, Penn- ; 


sylvania, remonstrating against the manner in which the 


duties on iron are laid, and asking for a modification of |: 


those dit 3 

By Mr. EL: The petition of Victor Morass, praying 
for the passage of an act to authorize him to enter a certa 
quantity of land, 

Also, the petition of J. R. Hall and others, for a new post- 
route from Quincy to Algausee, in Branch county, Michi- 

an. 

Also, the petition of Lewis Darrah and others, for a re- 
duction of letter postage to two cents per half ounce. 

By Mr. THOMP:ON, of Kentucky: A memorial of offi- 
cers of the American army, in Oregon Territory, asking 
increase of pay, &c. 

By Mr. EVANS, of Ohio: Two memorials of citizens oi 
Muskingum county, Ohio, for the establishment of sn agri 
cultural bureau. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, May 13, 1850. : 

The Journal of Friday was read and approved. 
Mr. EVANS, of Ohio, asked and obtained 
leave to withdraw certain papers from the files of 
the House for the purpose of reference to the de- 


partments, 
Mr. KAUFMAN rose and said he had re- 


ceived several joint resolutions of the Legislature : 
of Texas, which he asked the unanimous consent | 


to offer, for the purpose of moving their reference 
and printing. 

Mr. PRESTON KING objected. 

Mr. KAUFMAN said he would move, then, 
to suspend the rules for their reception. 


DELEGATES FROM NEW MEXICO AND DES- 


ERET. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will state to 


the gentleman from Texas that his motion to sus- <i 


pend the rules is not now in order. A motion is 


now pending to suspend the rules of the House, <; 
made on Monday last, by the gentleman from ʻi 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Srroxe,} which is the first | 


business in order this morning, It is moved by 


the gentleman from Pennsylvania, that the rules of :: 


the House be suspended, in order to enable him to 
offer a resolution making the reports of the Com- 
mittee on Elections in the cases of Deseretand New 


Mexico the special order for the 15th instant, and 


from day to day until disposed of. The question 
is on the suspension of the rules for this purpose. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, inquired, in 
case the rules were now suspended, if the suspen- 
sion would continue for the entire day ? 

The SPEAKER. Notatall. ‘he motion is 
to suspend the rules for the purpose of enabling 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania to make the 
motion indicated, 

Mr. STRONG. I desire to say, if the rules are 
suspended, | shall modify the resolution by fixing 


i the 22d instant for the special order, and to be | 


continued from day to day. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman proposes, | 


then, to introduce a resolution making the reports 
of the Committee on Elections, in the cases of 
Deneret and New Mexico, the special order for the 
22d instant, and from day to day until disposed of. 


The question is on suspending the rules for this 


purpose. 


The question was taken, and decided i 
affirmative—ayes 83, noes 35. cided in the 


So, two-thirds voting in the affirmative, the rales `: 
; were suspended, and the resolution was received. ` 


Z on its adoption, was taken, ` 


The question, bein 


and decided in the affirmative, without a division. 


So the reports of the Committee on Elections, in ii 


the cases of the elections from New Mexico and 


THE MINT. 
Mr. BRIGGS asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to introduce a resolution. 

The SPEAKER. It willbe reported for inform- 
ation. 

Mr. CASEY objected, and called for the regular 
order of business. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is the call 
of the States for resolutions. The gentleman from 
New York moves to suspend the rules, to offer 
ii the following resolution, which will be reported 
| for information: 

Rescived, That the Committee on Commerce inquire 
into the expediency of so modifying the existing laws estab- 
lishing the mint of the United States, as to provide for the 
prompt coinage of bullion and guld dust, accumulating in the 
United States, or seeking the mints of Europe for coinage 5 
and that they have leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. CASEY renewed his objection. 

The question, being on the suspension of the 
rules, was taken, and decided in the affirmative. 

So the rules were suspended and the resolution 
was receMed. 

The question being on its adoption, was taken, 
and decided in the affirmative. 

i| So the resolution was adopted. 

| RESOLUTIONS OF TEXAS. 

Mr. KAUFMAN now renewed his request for 
i| the unanimous consent of the House to enable 
i| him to offer certain joint resolutions of Texas, 
! for the purpose of moving their reference and 


: 
{ 
l 
l 
i 
i 
} 
1 
i 
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i 
f 
{ 
i 
| 
i 
| 
| 


rules for the reception of the resolutions. 

i, The resolutions relate to extending the civil 
jurisdiction of the State of Texas over the south 
‘half, and criminal jurisdiction over the whole 
ii of Red River; to procuring the passage of a law 
| by the Congress of the United States, granting pen- 
i, sions to certain persons who suffered in the Texas 
i| revolution, or to their indigent widowsand childrens 
|, instructing theirSenatorsand requesting their Rep- 
resentatives in Congress upon the subject of the 
United States district court for Texas. 

|| The question was taken on the suspension of 
|i the rules, and decided in the negative—ayes 45, 
noes not counted. 

So the rules were not suspended, and the reso- 
lutions were not received. 

i PUBLIC DOCUMENTS FOR ALABAMA. 

l Mr. HARRIS, of Alabama, asked the unani- 
i! mous consent of the House to offer a resolution. 

' Messrs. CASEY and SACKETT objected, and 
called for the regular order of business. 

Mr. HARRIS. I move a suspension of the 
rules to enable me to offer the resolution, and I 
: ask that it be read for information. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Joint resolution instructing the Secretary of State to fur- 
nish the State of Alabama with duplicates of the books 
and documents heretofore supphed by Congress, and which 
were destroyed by the recent burning of the State Capital 
of said State. 

The question was taken, and decided in the 
' affirmative. 

_ So the rules were suspended, and the resolution 
', was received. 

io The resolution having been read a first and 
second time— 

: Mr. JONES inquired of the gentleman from 
: Alabama, if he had ascertained whether these 
i books were on hand, or whether the resolution 
i: would make it necessary to reprint them? 

Mr. HARRIS. I am unable to communicate 
the information which the gentleman asks for, I 
li move that the resolution be referred to the Com- 
/ mittee on the Judiciary, where the investigation 
i can be made. 

_ Mr. JONES moved to amend the resolution by 
instructing the Committee on the Judiciary to 

inquire whether the books were on hand, or it 

would be necessary to reprint them ? 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The resolution as amended was referred to the 
i Commitiec on the Judiciary. 
PORT OF ENTRY AT WHITEHALL. 

Mr. PHOENIX asked the unanimous consent 
© of the House to introduce a bill of which he had 
;. given previous notice. 

The ute of the bill was reported for information, 
u as follows: 


i 
j 


i 

i 
i 
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A bill to establish a collection district in the 
State of New York, and a port of entry at White- 
hall, and for ather purposes. 

Mr. CASEY objected to all these matters, and 
called for the regular order of business. 


Mr. PHG&NIX moved a suspension of the | 


rules to enable him to offer the resolution. 
The question was taken, and decided in the 
negative. 
So the rules were not suspended, and the reso- 
tution was not received. 
CALIFORNIA. 
Mr. BAYLY moved that the rules be suspended 


and the House resolve itself into Committee of | 


the Whole on the state of the Union, for the fur- 
ther consideration of the California message. 


Mr. BURT called for tellers, who were ordered; | 


aod Mr. Savacz and Mr. Fowxer were appointed. 

The question was taken, and the tellers reported 
ayes 59, noes 80. 

So the House refused to go into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

REGULAR ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. PRESTON KING called for the regular 
order of business, 

The SPEAKER stated that the regular order 
was the call of the States for resolutions, but the 
Chair could not call the regular order as long as 
gentlemen were one after another moving to sus- 
pend the rules. 

INCREASE OF RANK AND FILE OF ARMY. 

Mr. BURT. I rise to ask the general consent 
of the House 

Mr. PRESTON KING, (in hisseat.) I object. 

Mr. BURT. 
gentleman from New York. I made him an ex- 
ception in my mind, but still I trusted that the con- 
sent of the House might be general. I desire to 
bring before the House, for its consideration at an 
early day, a bill reported by the Committee on 
Military Affairs, providing for the defence of the 
frontier of our country. Iam sure, if the House 


could be made to understand the condition of that | 


frontier—— 

The SPEAKER interposed, and reminded the 
gentleman that debate was not in order. 

Mr. BURT. I move to make the bill reported 
by the Committee on Military Affairs, entided “ A 
bill to increase the rank and file of the army and 
encourage enlistments,” the special order for to- 
morrow, and from day to day until disposed of. 
if objection is made, I shall move a suspension of 
the rules. 

Mr. PRESTON KING objected, for the reason 
{he said) that the States might be called in order, 
and'all have an equal chance for offering resolu- 
tions, ) 

The SPEAKER propounded the question on 
the motion to suspend the rules, 

And the question being taken, 

The SPEAKER stated that the noes had it by 
the sound. 

Messrs, KAUFMAN and BURT called for the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

The question, “* Shall the rules of the House be 
suspended??? was then taken, and decided in the 
negative—yeas 88, nays 78; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Anderson, Aver- 
ett, Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bowic, Bowlin, Briggs, Burrows, 
Burt, E. C. Cabell, Cartter, Chandler, Clarke, Clingman, 
Coleock, Crowell, Dimmick, Disney, Duacan, Feather- 
ston, Fuller, Gentry, Hall, Hamilton, Haralson, Harlan, 
Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, 
Holliday, Houston, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, Joseph W. 
Jackson, Robert W. Johnson, Kaufinan, George G. King, 
James G. King, John A. King, La Sére, Levin, Marshall, 
Mason, MeCicrnand, McDonald, McGaughey, Robert M. 


McLane, McMuilen, McQueen, Mc Willie, Meacham, Mill | 


son, Moore, Morris, Morse, Morton, Nelson, Ogle, Orr, 
Ontiaw, Peastee, Phelps, Powell, Robbins, Rumsey, School- 
eraft, Seddon, Sprague, Stanh, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Riehard H. Stanton, ‘taylor, Jacob Thompson, William 
Thompson, Toombs, Underhill, Van Dyke, Venable, Vin- 
ton, Wallace, Watkins, Whittlesey, and Wilson—82. 

NAYS—Messrs. Baker, Bennett, Bingham, Bocock, 
Booth, Bowdon, Boyd, Aibert G. Brown, William J, Brown, 
Buel, Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, Joseph Cable, Jo- 
seph P. Cauldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Cleveland, W. 
R. W. Cobb, Cole, Conger, Corwin, Deberry, Duer, Dun- 
ham, Durkee, Fitch, Fowler, Gerry, Gott, Gould, Greene, 
Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, 
Howe, William T. Jackson, Andrew Johnson, Jones, Ju- 
lian, Daniel P. King, Preston King, Littiefield, Job Mann, 
Matteson, McDowell, McLanahan, Meade, Newell, Olds, 
Otis, Peek, Phenix, Pitman, Potter, Paiman, Ristey, Root, 
Rose, Ross, Sackett, Savage, Sawtelle, A. H. Stephens, 
Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, Tuck, Waldo, Weniworth, 
Wildrick, Williams, Winthrop, and Wood—78. 


So, two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 


I hope to get the consent of the | 


rules were not suspended, and the motion was not 
entertained. 7 i 
THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, asked the unani- 
mous consent of the House to offer'a resolution, 
which was read for information.’ The resolution 
proposed that the bills reported from the Commit- 
tee on the District of Columbia should be made 
the special order for the second Tuesday in Jane, 
and for each succeeding day thereafter until they 
should have been finally disposed of. 

The SPEAKER inquired of the gentleman from 
Mississippi, [Mr. Broww,] what bills the resolu- 
tions contemplated ? 

Mr. BROWN said, all the bills relating to the 
District. of Columbia, which had been reported 
from the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Objection was made to the introduction of the 
resolution. 

Mr. BROWN moved that the rules of the House 
ue suspended, to enable him to introduce the reso- 

ution. 

Some conversation followed, on the right of the 
Chair, of which nothing was heard on the left. 

Mr. SACKETT called for the regular order of 
business. 

The SPEAKER said the Chair had already 
stated that motions to suspend the rules were in 
order to-day. If, therefore, a gentleman rose and 
moved a suspension of the rules, the motion was 
in order. 

Mr. INGE was understood to invite the Speaker 
to state whether it was not the practice of the 
House to set apart certain days for the considera- 
tion of business relating to the District of Colum- 
bia. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state, for the 
information of the House, that it has been fre- 
quently done. That it has always been done, the 
Chair cannot state. But it is within the knowl- 
edge of the Chair, that the House had very fre- 
quently set apart days for the consideration of 
business relating to the District of Columbia. 

Mr. BROWN. I find that there is a misappre- 
hension on the part of gentlemen in this quarter 
of the House, as to the day which the resolution 
designates. Some gentlemen suppose that the 
day is the same which has heretofore been set 
apart for the consideration of the bounty-land bill. 
This is a mistake. The day proposed by my reso- 
lution for the business of the District of Columbia, 
is the second Tuesday in June. The day already 
set apart for the consideration of the bounty-land 
bill, is the third Tuesday in June. 

The question, ‘ Shall the rules be suspended ?”’ 
was then taken, and decided in the negative. 

So the rules were not suspended, and the reso- 
lution was not introduced. Ae 

AGRICULTURAL BUREAU. 

Mr. HAMPTON asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to introduce certain joint resolutions 
of the Legislature of Pennsylvania, in favor of the 
establishment of an Agricultural bureau. 

Mr. CONGER rose and objected. 

Mr. HAMPTON moved that the rules of the 
House be suspended for the purpose of enabling 
him to intreduce the resolutions. 

The question, ‘ Shall the rules be suspended ?” 
was then taken, and decided in the negative, (two- 


| thirds not voting therefor.) 


So the rules were not suspended, and the reso- 
lutions were not introduced. 
LUMBER. 
Mr. PRESTON KING asked the unanimous 


consent of the House to introduce the following i} 


resolution, which was read for information: 
Resaived, Thatthe Secretary of the Treasury be requested 


to report to this House how, and at what prices, sawed and | 
other lumber, paying ad varolem duty, is estimated when 
entered at the custom-houses of the United Staies ou the | 


Canaan frontier. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. K. moved that the rules of the House be 
suspended, for the purpose of enabling him to in- 
troduce the resolution. 

And the question was taken, and decided in the 
negative. 

So the rules were not suspended, and the reso- 
lution was not received. 

MINNESOTA TERRITORY. 

Mr. SIBLEY asked the unanimous consent of 

the House to introduce the following resolution: 


Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Territories be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making provision by law 


for granting to the legislative assembly of Minnesota terri- 
tory, the right to prolong its next annual session to a period 
of ninety days, for the purpose of enabling it to. perfect a 
code of laws for said territory: 

The resolution having been read, 

Mr. ROOT objected to its introduction. 

Mr. SIBLEY moved that the rules be suspended, 
to enable him to introduce the resolution. z 

And the question, “Shall the rules be sus- 
pended ?”?” was taken, and decided in the negative, 
(two-thirds not voting therefor.) 

So the rules were not suspended, and the reso- 
lution was not received. 


NEWSPAPERS—FRANKING PRIVILEGE. 

Mr. JACKSON, of New York, asked the unani- 
mous consent of the House to introduce the follow- 
ing resolution; which was read for information: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to report to the House, on the first 
Tuesday of June next, or sooner, if practicable, a bill grant- 
ing the free transmission by mail of newspapers within the 
cvunty in which published, or any distance not exceeding 
fifty miles from the place of publication; and also, for abol- 
ishing the franking-privilege, except in those cases where 
it has been granted to individuals, or to the widows of indi- 
uals who have distinguished themselves by eminent servi- 
ees to their country. 

Objection was made to the introduction of the 
resolution. f 

Mr. JACKSON moved a suspension of the 
rules, to enable him to introduce it. 

And the question, “Shall the rules be suspended ?”? 
was then taken, and decided in the negative, (Lwo- 
thirds not voting therefor.) 

So the rules were not suspended, and the reso- 
lution was not received. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, said that if the 
States were not to be called for resolutions, it was 
scarcely worth while that the day should be con- 
sumed in ineffectual motions to suspend the rules. 
it would be better, he thought, that the House 
should resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union; and he moved that the 
rules of the House be suspended for that purpose. 


DEBATE ON THE CALIFORNIA BILL. 

Mr. STANLY rose, he said, toa privileged mo- 
tion. It was his intention, to introduce a resolu- 
tion providing for the termination of the debate on 
the California bill. The House was now thin, 
and he would not, therefore, offer the resolution at 
this time, but he gave notice that he would do so 
to-morrow. 


fi 


CALIFORNIA. 


The question then recurred, and was taken on 
the mouon of Mr. McLane, of Maryland, that 
ithe House resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

The affirmative vote was declared to be 80. 

Tellers were asked and ordered, (and Mr. OGLE, 
|| of Pennsylvania, and Mr. W ardo, of Connecticut, 
were appointed.) 

The question was then again taken, and the 
motion was decided in the affirmative—ayes 82, 
noes 61. 

Mr. OTIS inquired of the Speaker, whether a 
vote of two-thirds was not required ? 

The SPEAKER said, by a rule of the House, 
the vote of a majority only was required to sus-. 
| pend the rules for the purpose of going into Com- 
| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

I| So the House again resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Born, of Kentucky, in the chair,) and re- 
sumed the cofsideration of the special message of 
i| the President of the United States transmitting the 
|| constitution of California. 

i| Mr. CLARKE was entitled to the floor, and 
; addressed the committee during the hour. His 
ti remarks were directed, in a great measure, to a 
|| review of the comparative advancement of the 
|| slave and the free States, in all things which tend 
H 
| 
E 
1 


to elevate nations in the great scale of civilization 
and improvement. 

Whilst referring, in this connection, to the State 
of Virginia— 
| Mr. HAYMOND interposed, and asked leave 
|! to say a few words. 
| Mr. CLARKE declined to yield the floor. 
| Once for all, he said, I will say to the gentleman, 
that I will lend him my breakfast if Tam hungry; 
my umbrella if it rains; but, as regards my-right 
for one hour to this floor, for which 1 have for 
| weeks past been playing leap-freg here, | cannot 
ii give him any portion of that. (Mr. C.’s speech 
| will ae found in the Appendix.] 
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. C. having concluded— 
Me SAVAGE obtained the floor, but yielded 
a moment to 

fora ORR, who desired, he said, to correct the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. CLARKE] as to 
one fact.. The State of South Carolina, Mr. O. | 
wasunderstood to say, had made an appropriation i 
for the purpose of compensating Mr. Whitney for | 
his invention. 

Mr SAVAGE addressed the committee upon 
the slavery question. He exposed and denounced 
as aggressions and usurpations the-efforts of the 
North to exclude the South from the territories; 
reviewed ina strain of invective what he consid- 
ered the hypocritical pretensions and nefarious acts 
of the Free-Soilers, and urged the defence of south- 
ern rights ‘atall hazards and to the jast extrem- 
ity.” He did not despair ofan adjustment of the 
disputed -questions growing out of the subject of | 
slavery, but expressed the hope that they would 
be fairly met and fairly settled. He objected to the || 
admission of California with her present bounda- || 
ries and present constitution, but intimated that he || 
might be induced to vote for it, if coupled with |! 
bills establishing territorial governments over the 
remaining territories containing no provision on 
the subject of slavery. [His speech will be found 
in the Appendix.]} 

Mr. S. having concluded— 

Mr. MEACHAM next obtained the floor, and 
yielded to a motion of 

Mr. ROOT, that the committee rise. 

The motion being agreed to—ayes 63, noes 34— 
the committee rose and reported. 

Mr. FEATHERSTON moved that the House 
again resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. JONES, referring to the fact that the vote 
just. taken showed that a quorum was not present, 
moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. FEATHERSTON said, in making the mo- 
tion to go back into committee he did not wish to 
force the gentleman from Vermont [Mr. Mracn- 
Am] to speak this evening; there were other gen- 
tlemen who would be glad to occupy the floor. 

Mr. CLEVELAND proposed to move that 
when the House adjourns, it adjourn to meet at 
eleven o'clock. 

The SPEAKER ruled the motion out of order. 

‘The question was put on the motion to adjourn, 
and agreed to. 

The House accordingly adjourned: 


t 
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PETITIONS, &e. | 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 

presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees: 


By Mr. HENRY: The petition of J. A. Bogue and 100 
other citizens of Chittenden, Rutland caunty, Vermont, 
praying that the seat of the General Governinent be removed 
from the Distriet of Columbia, uniess slavery and the slave ; 
trade be prohibited therein. i 

Also, the petition of the same and 106 others of the same i; 
place, that slavery and tie slave trade may be prohibited by | 
law in all the territuries of the United States. 

Also, the petition of the same and }04 others, of the same 
place, that no State be hereatter admitted into we Union the 
constitution of which d es not expressly prohibit slavery. 

Also, tie petition of Dan Dike and 102 others of the same 
place, that persons claimed as fugitive slaves may only be | 
delivered to claimants upon the filading of a jury. f 

By Mr. SCHOOLCRAFY: Tne peution of John Laucks 
and other citizens of Sharon Springs, New York, in favor 
of establishing a mail-route from Canajoharie to Sharon | 
Center. $ 

By Mr. JACKSON, of Georgia: The petition of citizens 
of Telfair, Montgomery, and Laurens counties, Georgia, for 
a maii-route from Dublin to Jacksonville. x 

Also, the petition of citizens of Montgomery and Tatnali | 
counties, Georgia, for the establishinentot a mail-route from | 
Mount Vernon to Reidsville. 

By Mr. RISLEY: ‘I'he petition of Lewis L. Pratt and 245 | 
other citizens of Chautanque county, New York, praving 
Congress to establish a mail-roate from Fredonia to Vila- | 
novia in saii county. 

By Mr. MORTON: The memorial of Thomas Davis, 
praying fora pension. 


ii 
i 
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IN SENATE. 
Moxpay, May 13, 1850. 


The PRESIDENT pro tem. of the Senate laid 
before the body a-communication from the De- 
partment of War, made in compliance with a reso- 
lution.of the Ist instant, calling for the report of 
Captain Marcy, of his expedition from Fort Smith, 
Arkansas, to Santa Fé, &c., stating that the vo- 
luminous report of Captain Marcy had been trans- | 
mitted to the House of Representatives, on the | 


I 
i 


: numbers. 


|, mation by the citizens of the District, and by all 

who know him; and these memiorialists ask Con- 
gress in the reorganization of the judiciary to | 
| make provision for him. 
The memorial was referred to the Committee on || 


NAL GLOBE. 


May 13, 


= 


18th of February last, and was ordered to be 
printed, but intimating that, if the Senate required 


| a manuscript copy of the report, it would be fur- 


nished as soon as practicable. 

Also, a communication from the same depart- 
ment, made in compliance with a resolution of the 
26th March last, calling for the extent and value 
of the commerce on Lakes Michigan and Superior, 


&c., which, on motion of 


Mr. WALKER, was laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 


MPMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. TURNEY presented the memorial of E. 
P. Hale, late assistant sargeon to the second regi- 
ment of Tennessee volunteers, in the late war with 
Mexico, asking to be allowed extra pay and bounty 
land; which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 


Mr. DICKINSON presented the petition of 


Samuel R. Butterworth, asking compensation for 
his services in carrying the mail; which was re- 


ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and | 


Post Roads. 


Mr. WHITCOMB presented the proceedings of | 


a meeting of citizens of Indiana, he'd at Bowling 


| Green, in that State, in favor of a law allowing | 
| bounty land to the officers and soldiers of the last 
war with Great Britain, and to those who served | 


in the various Indian wars since the Revolution; 


| which were referred to the Committee on Military 
| Affairs. | 
Mr. BRIGHT presented a petition of citizens 


of Indiana, in behalf of William A. Mott, a soldier 
in the Black Hawk war, asking that he may be 
allowed bounty land; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. RUSK presented a petition of citizens of 


Philadelphia, and other places, in favor of a reduc- | 


tion of the rates of postage, which, with the peti- 
tions on the files of the Senate, were referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


JUDICIARY OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. WALKER. I beg leave to present the 
memorial of certain citizens of Georgetown, some 
of whom I am assured are among the most re- 


spectable citizens of that place. They pray a re- | 


organization in the judiciary of the District of 
Columbia. I took occasion the other day, when 
discussing another matter, to say that I should at 


| an early day introduce a bill to reorganize the ju- 


diciary of this District. It appears, sir, that the 
conduct of the judiciary has become intolerable to 
the people, and the last crowning act seems to 


have been the striking of a very honorable, high- ii 
minded, and talented gentleman, Mr. May, from . 
the list of attorneys, by the Circuit Court of the | 
District. That seems to have been the crowning | 
: aci, and the people are beginning to speak for; 


themselves, and to send in their petitions. I am 


aware that there are in the Senate, to be presented | 
this morning, tyo other petitions, and similar doc- : 


uments are likely to flow in upon us in very grea 
I present this one; and move its refer 
ence to the Committee on the Judiciary, and I also 
give notice that I shall to-morrow, or some subse 
quent day, introduce a bill to carry out the views 
of the memorialists. 


_ I wish, however, in justice to myself and to one |; 
individual, to say, that the remarks which I have ` 


made in no sense whatever apply to the venerable 
Chief Justice Cranch. He is held in high esti- 


the Judiciary. 
Mr. FOOTE presented a memorial of citizens 


, of Washington county, in the District of Colum- 
i bia, asking a reorganization of the Judiciary of | 
the District of Columbia; which was referred to | 
| the Committee on the Judiciary. a 
Mr. CORWIN presented a memorial of citizens ` 


f Washington county, in the District of Colum- 
bia, setting forth that the trial by jury is practi 


cally abolished by the Associate Judges that now ` 
i| compose the circuit court, and that from the pres- 
j ent old and infirm system of laws, and other | 
causes, it has become expedient to reorganize, | 


new model, and improve our judicial institutions 
that they submit the details to the wisdom of Con- 
gress, trusting that whatever changes may be 


———— 


made, a Suitable provision will be appended for 
our venerable chief justice, on account of hislong, 
useful, and eminent services; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. PRATT presented two memorials from 
citizens of Washington county, in the District of 
Columbia, in favor of a reorganization of the Ju- 
diciary of the District of Columbia; which were 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CHASE presented a memorial of the city 
council of Cincinnati, Ohio, asking the erection of 
a marine hospital at that place; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, to which was referred the memorial 
of Thomas Snodgrass, asking the reimbursement 
of expenses incurred in the removal of the Chero- 
kee Indians, submitted a report, which was or- 
dered to be printed, accompanied by a bill for his 
relief. i 

Mr. BALDWIN, fromthe Committee of Claims, 
to which was referred the memorial of Eugene 
Van Ness and John N. Burch, executors of Ne- 
hemiah Brush, for property destroyed by the. 
United States troops in Florida, made an adverse 
report on the same; which was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, to which was referred the memorial of 
James J. Stark, of Florida, asking for a donation 
of land under the armed occupation act, made an 
adverse report on the same; which was ordered to 
be printed. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the resolutions of the Legislature of In- 
diana, in relation to a grant of land for the use of 
the University of Indiana, submitted a report, 
which was ordered to be printed, accompanied by 
a bill to supply the deficiency in the township of 
land granted by Congress to the State of Indiana 
by an act approved 19th April, 1816, for the use 
of a State seminary of learning; which was read 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. SMITH, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, to which was referred the petition of 
Sydney S. Alcott, submitted areport, which was 
ordered to be printed, accompanied by a bill for 
his relief ; which was read and passed to a second 
reading. 

Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to which was referred the motion to print the 
memorial of John L. Hayes and others, reported 
; against printing the same; which was concurred in. 
| Also, from the Committee on Pensions, to 

which was referred the memorial of Major D. Le 
Lamogne, asked to be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the same, and that it be re- 
i ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims; 
which was agreed to. 


THE CENSUS BILL. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. The select 
committee upon the census have instructed me to 
report back the bill of the Senate, which was re- 
turned from the House of Representatives with 
various amendments, some of which the commit- 
tee recommend agreement to, and to others disa- 
greement. 

1 wish now simply to state that the committee, 
thinking that this was a measure which ought to 
| be acted upon immediately, proposed that I should 
| move the Senate to take it np to-day, as soon as 
| the report was rade, in order that it might be 
acted upon atonce. But, sir, I perceive, upon 
coming into the Senate, that itis understood that 
the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Cray,] will ad- 
dress the Senate upon this oceasion, and heliev- 
ing that the committee would be unwilling to 
frustrate his arrangements, or to disappoint the 
audience, | will venture to presume that the com- 
mittee would, if the matter was laid before them, 
make a different disposition of it. I will ask, 
therefore, that the bill be made the special order 
of the day for to-morrow at half past 12 0’clock, in 
order that it may be acted upon immediately. 

While up, I will make one more remark. The 
amendments to which l have referred relate prin- 
cipally to different portions of the bill. The House 
of Representatives, however, have added several 
sections to the bill that are of an important char- 
acter, and which go, sir, to dispose of the Federal 
representation by a permanent law. They pro- 
pose that the number of representatives in the 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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House of Representatives, unless Congress shall 
otherwise order, shall hereafter. be two handred 
and thirty-three, and they have made a provision 
and they furthermore make this law a permanent 
law hereafter, unless Congress shall otherwise 
decide. £ 

I throw out these suggestions in order that the 
amendments may be understood and their import- 
ance realized. And now, sir, having made these 
remarks | send the bill with the report of the com- 
mittee to-the Chair, and move that it be made the 
special order of the day for to-morrow at half past į 
12 o’clock, in the expectation that it will be then | 
taken up and proceeded with until it shall be | 
adopted. 
` The motion was agreed to. 


CLAIM OF WILLIAM COLLINS AND PETER G. 
WASHINGTON. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I rise to make a report 
from the Committee of Claims, and as I have been ; 
requested to solicit the Senate to act upon the re- 
port immediately, I beg leave to make a prelimi- 
nary remark or two. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia (Mr. Mason] referred to the Committee of 
Claims a resolution proposing to pay Mr. Wash- 
ington and Mr. Collins $750 each for extra ser- 
vices rendered in examining the claims of Roddy, 
Carter, and others, which were referred to Messrs. | 
Washington and Collins by a resolution of the | 
Senate. These gentlemen have performed that 
service, and according to the investigations made 
by the committee, they required a little more than 
four months to complete the task assigned to them, 
out of office hours. ¿The committee have thought | 
it reasonable to allow them at the rate of $100 | 
each per month for this extra service. This sum 
is proposed by the resolution to be paid out of the || 
contingent fund of the Senate. The claim of f 
Messrs. Roddy, Carter, and so forth, embraced | 
many millions of dollara. They were contractors || 
during the war of 1812, and furnished supplies. |i 
Various efforts have been made to settle their ac- |; 
counts, and the services of these gentlemen will 
probably bring that account to a close. They were, 


ij He over. 


as I have stated, employed somewhere about four 
months. The resolution proposed originally to 
allow them $750 each. That would be at the rate 
of $2,250 per annum extra pay, $3,000 per annum 
being the regular salary allowed them; so that they 
would be receiving pay at the rate of upwards of 
$5,000 per annum. Ne see 

l hope the friends of the resolution, as it origin- | 
ally stood, wiil allow this resolution to pass this į 
morning, and if they think additional compensa- 
tion is due these claimants they can introduce a 
resolution to that effect hereafter. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, what is the | 
state of the question? f 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. This resolution 
has been read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee of Claims, who have reported it 
back with an amendment to strike out the words | 
« $750? and insert “$413” in lieu thereof. i 

Mr. HUNTER. Did L understand the Senator |; 
from Kentucky (Mr. Unprrwoop] as suggesting || 
that this resolution should be allowed to pass, and 
then another resolution be offered giving additional 
compensation ? 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, (in 
the suggestion. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, I know that 
these gentlemen are only anxious to get what is 
justly due to them, but they have good authority | 
for saying that they are entitled to more than it is 
proposed by the committee to give them. I have 
letters in my possession on this subject. One ofi 
them is from Mr. Walker, late Secretary of the 


| 
i 


his seat.) That was 


Treasury, who says that they should be allowed | 


$1,250; another from Mr. McCuiloch, the late | 
Comptroller, } | i 
$1,000; and also from Mr. Whittlesey, the present | 
Comptroller. There is, I think, some misappre- | 
hension on the part of the Committee of Claims, | 
for I have understood that these gentlemen had six | 
months’ labor at this work. I know myself that it | 

1 


was a very voluminous claim, and would take a! 


great deal of time to examine. I believe it involved i 
questions of the whole southern expenditure of the i 


War Department for something like two years. 
They had to look through this vast mass of papers 
and examine testimony, and those gentlemen to 


whose letters I have referred, say that they have || 


who says that they should beallowed | 


often seen them working late at night. ‘The pre- j 


cedent has been to pay officers thus employed a 
monthly per centage, according to the rate paid to 
them per annum, and at such a rate | believe it 
would amount to about $1,000. J shall move as 
an amendment that that be the sum paid to them. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, The amend- 
ment of the committee is not now before the 
Chair. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I intended when I was 
up to have moved to take it into consideration, 
and, unless the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Hunter] wishes it to lie over till another day, I 
will move to take up the resolution, as amended 
by the committee, now. 

Mr. HUNTER. I have no wish that it should 
I will offer the amendment I have just 
given notice of, and leave it to be voted upon. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment reported by the committee, 
to strike out “t $750” and insert ‘* $413.” 

Mr. HUNTER. I move to strike out * $413” 
and insert * $1,000.” I do.not intend to make any 
remarks, but I wish that the letters from gentle- 
men connected with the department, to which I 
have referred, may be read, that gentlemen may 
know what the work is. 

The Secretary read the letters from Mr. Walk- 
er and Mr. McCulloch, referred to by Mr. Hun- 


TER. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. If the Senate will listen 
to the statement which I am about to make I will 
be very brief. 1 think it was on the 9th of August, 
1848, that the Senate passed the resolution referring 
this claim to Messrs. Washington and Collins for 
investigation and adjustment. After the passage 
of the resolution these gentlemen advertised that, 
on the 5th or 6th of October following, persons in- 
terested in the claim, agents, attorneys, and so 
forth, were to appear before them, and commence 
the investigation. I asked one of the commission- 
ers whether anything had been done subsequent to 
the passage of the resolution and prior to the date 
fixed for the meeting of the cornmissioners, agents, 
attorneys, &c. His answer to that, in substance, 
was, that the papers had been collected between 
those dates, and I did not understand from him 
that anything else had been done but the collection 
of the papers. The papers were here in Washing- 
ton, and therefore I regard the trouble of collecting 
the papers as amounting to nothing. The time, 
then, which elapsed between the meeting, accord- 
ing to the advertisement, in the early part of Octo- 
ber, and the making up and rendering the report 
in February following, was four months and a few 
days. Tne committee thought proper, for this 
extra labor, to allow these gentlemen at the rate of 
$100 per month, making altogether $413 and some 
odd cents when the extra days are considered. 


| Now, sir, I think that that is enough, and I will 
| only state the basis upon which my judgment is 
: formed, and 
' themselves. 

| gress are hardly as valuable as some other officers 
| that we have, but still | am not willing to under- 


then leave gentlemen to judge for 
1 admit, sir, that members of Con- 


rate my own services so far as to pay auditors 
double and treble what I receive myself. 

Now, sir, the allowance which we have made 
to these gentlemen will, with the salary of $3,000 
which they received out of the public treasury, 
pay them at the rate of $11 53 per day, and the 
resolution, as offered to be amended by the Sen- 
ator from Virginia, (Mr. Hunrer,] would pay 
them at the rate of $16 44 per day. I am not 
willing to acknowledge that my own services to 
the country, in comparison with the services of 
these gentlemen, ought to be’ depreciated more 
than one-third, and I cannot see why $11 53 per 


| day is not sufficient pay for these gentlemen. 


Some members of the committee even thought 
that when the resolution of the Senate passed they 
might have taken the matter up and acted upon it 
in office hours, or if they found the performance 
of this duty during office hours incompatible with 
the regular duties imposed on them during that 
time, they might have declined the service alto- 
gether. For my own part, | am glad that they 
have rendered this service, but I think that the 
rate of over $1] per day is sufficient compensa- 
tion. 

Mr. HUNTER. I will only detain the Senate 
while I make a remark in relation to one fact. It 
seems that the Senator from Kentucky bases his 
opinion that four months was the time during 
which these gentlemen were employed, upon & 


statement made by one of the commissioners, 
Now, I know that they were engaged for. six 
months, and very laboriously engaged; and Ihave 
no doubt, therefore, that the honorable Senator is 
laboring under some mistake in regard to that 
matter. I refer, again, to the opinion of the late 
Secretary and Comptroller of the Treasury as to 
the value of these services. í know that it was a 
very laborious case, and one that required a great 
deal of time, and it was one that no lawyer would 
have undertaken, if it had been referred to chan- 
cery, for a sum less than this.. I will not, how- 
ever, detain the Senate any longer.. 

Mr. HALE. Iam opposed to the amendment, 
and I am opposed to the resolution—the whole of 
it. Itis all wrong; decidedly wrong; and wrong 
in more than one aspect. I think it ts wrong to 
pay the salaries of the public auditors out of the 
contingent fund of the Senate. I think we have 
gone a great way with this contingent fund. We 
have paid a pension out of it. We actually pen- 
sioned, during the present session, one of the 
laborers. about the Capitol, who got wounded in 
some service here, out of the contingent fund of 
the Senate, and now here is a proposition to pay 
the Auditors of the Treasury Department, for ser- 
vices witich they have rendered as auditors, out 
of the contingent fund of the Senate. If, sir, as 
auditors of the Treasury, they have performed 
public service for which they have not been suffi- 
ciently remunerated, the proper, appropriate, and 
legitimate mode of compensating them is by a gen- 
eral law, or by a law which would have the sanc- 
tion of both Houses of Congress. I am opposed 
also to the notion that the day may be divided olf 
from nine o’clock till three o’clock, and that the 
three thousand dollars a year which these gentle- 
men get, only pays them for six hours out of the 
twenty-four, and that if anything is required to be 
done out of these hours, they are to expect extra 
pay for it. Itis all wrong. Why, sir, we have 
a great many judges in the different States, who 
receive less compensation than this, that find all 
their hours “ office hours;” sometimes late into 
the night, and all their days ** office days.” [ re« 
member, sir, some years ago, Í had occasion in 
the other House to notice a measure, which after- 
wards became a law, for paying the officers of the 
Treasury, in addition to their regular salaries, for 
signing their names to Treasury bills. į believe 
it was a cent each time—by which they received 
eight hundred to a thousand dollars in addition to 
the salaries.which they- received as officers of the 
Treasury. Now, | think the whole thing is wrong 
—totally wrong. If the salaries paid by law are 
not sufficient, we ought to raise the rate of com- 
pensation, and it should not be done in this way 
out of the contingent fund of the Senate. I will 
not call for the yeas and nays, but I move to lay 
the whole subject on the table. 

Mr. BADGER. Will the gentleman withdraw 
his motion fora moment? It would be better to 
call for the yeas and nays than to cut off all dis- 
cussion. 

Mr. HALE. I withdraw the motion, 

Mr. BADGER. I am opposed to both the 
amendments proposed to this resolution, and [am 
in favor of the resolution as it was originally intro- 
duced into the Senate. In the first place it is evi- 
dent that these gentlemen are entitled to compen- 
sation; they have performed duties which did not 
belong to their official connection with the Govern- 
ment, and no more reason can be given why these 
gentlerien should not be paid for the performance 
of these duties than if they had discharged these 
same duties not being officers of the Government 
at all. Where an officer discharges duties called 
for by a resolution of the Senate as such, not fall- 
ing within his appropriate official duties, I cannot 
understand the reasoning by which it is asserted 
that he has no just claim for compensation for 
performing these services. f therefore think that 


| these individuals ought to be paid. The sole dif- 


ference between the proposition of the Senator 
from Kentucky [Mr. Unperwoon] and that of the 
Senator from Virginia [Mr. Hunter] is as to the 
amount to be paid, and to my mind it seems the 
safest course to take the resolution as it was 
originally introduced, ($750,) rejecting the amend- 
ment proposing to enlarge it and that proposing to 
reduce it. 

Now, as to the fund from which this claim is to 
be paid. It seems to me that the only appropriate 
mode of paying these gentlemen is out of the con- 
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W. 
They have done that which their official duties did 
not.demand from them, at the request, under the 
authority, by the direction, and for the benefit of 
the Senate. Now | think that it was for pur- 

“poses like this that the contingent fund is intended. 


i 
} 


Tvis intended for paying precisely demands of this | 
character, for services rendered under the order of | 
the Senate, for the benefit of the Senate, and there- | 


fore to be paid for by the Senate. [am taking up 
more time on this subject than I should otherwise 
do, because Í wish to call attention to what I think 


a mistaken view of tie subject. If the view of | 


the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Hate] be 
correct, then if the Senate calls upon anybody to 
perform services for them, the Senate cannot pay 
for these services without the consent of the House 
of Representatives, and we shall be placed in this 
attitude; we shall be asking and directing the per- 
formance of services for us when we shall have to 
obtain the assent of the House of Representatives 
to pay for what has been done at our instance. 1 
cannot acknowledge such a principle. If the Sen- 
ate call upon persons to discharge duties, the Senate 
ought to pay for the performance of those duties, 
as a Senate, and out of the fund which is subject 
to the control of the Senate. We ought not to put 
ourselves in the attitude of being obliged to ask 
the House of Representatives to allow us to dis. 
charge an honest debt which has been contracted 
by ourselves. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. T am in favor of the 
smallest sum proposed, if anything should be 
paid atall. I do not regard this so much in the 
light of extra service as some gentlemen seem to do. 
Nothing is more common, sir, than to pass a bill 
referring accounts to the accounting officers, to be 
setrled by them according to the principles ofequity; 
and Ihave never heard, when we have shuffled 
off business in that shape, that it was to be con- 
sidered as laying the foundation of a claim on their 
part for extra compensation, I am willing, how- 
ever, in this case to grant these parties the $100 per 
month, which would make their compensation, in 
addition to their original salaries, rising $10 per 
day. I think thatto vote them $1,000, as asked— 
which would amount to about $3,000 per annum 
extra pay, if they were employed in this way 
during the whole year—is going too far for service 
not occupying the whole of the day, but a very 
brief time afier their regular office hours of work 
are over, For this reason I shall vote for the 
smallest sum, 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. “ The laborer is wor- 
thy of his hire.” { know something of the labor 
that these gentlemen have performed. I was very 
frequently at their office during the time they were 
at work, and I think that the allowance provided 
for by the amendment reported from the Commit- 
tee of Claims is not sufficient. I will go for the 
sum mentioned in the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Virginia, [Mr. Huwrer,] because | be- 
lieve it is due to the gentle 
done. 

Mr. FOOTE. Irise to state that, from what I 
know of the laborious nature of the labors of these 
gentlemen, L have been convinced that the com- 
pensation proposed in the resolution was not at all 
too much; I think 
allowance. ~ 

Mr. HALE. 


I do not understand the femark 
of the Senator fro 


m North Carolina, [Mr. Bapcer,] 
when he says that this was a service done for the 
Senate. { supposed that it was a claim upon the 
Government of the United States. 

Mr. HUNTER. If the Senator from New 
Hampshire will all 
ter. 

Mr. HALE yielded the floor. 

Mr. HUNTER. This work was d 
der of the Senate, on motion ofa member of the 
Commitee of Claims. On his motiona particular 
claim was referred to these gentlemen, because it 
was found to be so large and voluminous that no 
committee could devote time enough to it. Thatis 
the reason why it is proposed to pay it out of the 
contingent fund of the Senate. 

Mr. HALE. It is a claim upon the Govern- 
ment of the United States; and the Senate, as one 
of the branches of the National Legislature, hav- 

hg supervisory power over these claims, directed 


one by or- 


men for work and labor | 


$1,500 would be a very small | 


ow me I will explain the mat- | 


this investigation to be made for their own satis- 
faction, not as a Senate, but-as a part of the Na- 
tional Legislature, to make the appropriation to 
pay the claim. I cannot see any difference be- 


tween that case and the case suggested by the | 


Senator from Indiana, [Mr. Wuuircoms,] where 
claims coming up every day are referred to the 
appropriate officers to be investigated. If every 
time there is a large amount involved or a great 
many papers to be examined, these officers come 
here with demands for extra compensation, where 
would itend? We have heard a good deal of the 
“ Galphin claim,” seventy years of age; I sup- 
pose the parties investigating that will come here 
for compensation next. [Laughter.] In all the 
cases of claims referred to the various departments, 


. demands will be made here for extra compensa- 


tion by the officers investigating them. What 
are the auditors of the Treasury Department there 
for, except to audit and investigate claims against 
the Government? 1 understand, sir, that it is a 
part of their appropriate, legitimate, regular duty, 
coming directly within the proper and appropriate 
sphere of their duty. I do not see how the line 
can be drawn by which it can be said, here is a 


duty which comes within. the $3,000 per annum, | 


and here is a duty which comes without the $3,000 
per annum, ard we demand extra compensation 
for it. Sir, this is a dangerous precedent; and it 
is doubly dangerous when we undertake to pay, 
as in this case, out of the contingent fund of the 
Senate. The Senate has no more interest in this 
case than the Supreme Court, the Executive, or 
the House of Representatives. The Senate, as a 
branch of the National Legislature, deemed this 
information necessary to the proper discharge of 
their duty, and they referred itto the officers who, 
in their judgment, they thought the most appro- 
priate for this investigation. These officers have 
investigated, and it seems to me wrong in princi- 
ple, and dangerous as a precedent, to undertake to 
give them extra 
the Senate. 

The question was then taken on Mr, Hunter’s 
amendment; which was negatived, 

Mr. HALE moved to lay the resolution on the 
table, and asked for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays not being ordered, 
tion was then taken on the amendment reported 
from the Committee of Claims; which was carried. 

Mr. WALKER moved to amend the resolution 
by striking out the words “ contingent fund of the 
Senate,’’ and insertin 
sury of the United States,” 

Mr. DICKINSON. It is not a joint resolution. 

Mr, WALKER. If it be the sense of the Sen- 
ate to adopt the amendment, then it will of course 
be the sense of the Senate to convert the resolu- 
tion into a joint resolution. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. 
Wisconsin desires to ma 
amendment, | hope he wi 
over till to-morrow, 

Several SENATORS. Yes, let it lie over. 

On motion by Mr. UNDERWOOD, the reso- 
lution was then laid on the table, 


BILL ON LEAVE, 


Mr. DICKINSON, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill authorizing 


the ques- 


If the gentleman froin 
ke any remarks on his 
ll allow the n.atter to lie 


the coinage of a cent piece composed of silver and | 


copper, the coinage of a three cent piece, and to 
secure the recoinage of the small Spanish and 
other foreign coins; which was read a first and 


second time by its tile and referred to the Com- Í 


mittee on Finance; and ordered to be printed. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. BORLAND gave notice that he would to- 
morrow, or some early day, ask Jeave to introduce 
a bill for the relief of Micajah McCoy and Alvin 
McDonald, of Arkansas. 

Mr. WALKER gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill to reorganize the Ju- 
diciary of the District of Columbia. 


THE DEFICIENCY BILL. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr, Young, their Clerk, sta- 
ting that the House had concurred in the Senate’s 
amendments in the bill to supply deficiencies in 
the appropriations for the service of the fiscal 
year ending June 30th, 1850, with amendments. 

On motion by Mr. DICKINSON, the amend- 
ments were referred to the Committee on Finance, 


g in lieu thereof, “ the Trea- | 


| 
i 


H 


pay out of the contingent fund of | 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF THIRTEEN, 

On motion of Mr. CLAY, the Senate then pro- 
| ceeded to the consideration of the special arder of 
the day, being the bill reported from the Commit- 
tee of Thirteen for the admission of the State of 
California, the establishment of Territorial Gov- 
ernments for Utah and New Mexico, and making 
proposals to Texas for the settlement of her west. 
ern and northwestern boundary. 

Mr. CLAY addressed the Senate two hours and 
a half on the subject, of which a revised report 
will be found in the Appendix. 

When Mr. C. concluded, 

On motion of Mr. HALE, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvurespay, May 14, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


RARITAN BAY. 


Mr. NEWELL asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to offer the following resolution, 
which was read for information: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be in 
to inquire into the expediency of inaking an appropriation 
for ibe erection of a light-house on Conascunk Point, in 
turitan Bay, New Jersey. 

The resolution having 
tion having been made— 

The resolution was introduced, and, without a 
division, was adopted. 

The SPEAKER stated, that the business first 
in order would be the motion made last evening 
by the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. Fearn. 
ERSTON,] and pending at the lime of adjournment, 
that the House resolve itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The question was taken, and decided in the 
negative, without a division. 

So the House refused to go into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 


DEBATE ON THE CALIFORNIA MESSAGE. 


Mr. STANLY rose, he said, to offer a resolu- 
tion, in the usual terms, providing that the debate 
in Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, on the special message of the President, 
transmitting the constitution of California, should 
terminate on the twenty-second day of the present 
month, j 

Mr. S. wag understood to say, that he had no 
objection to the substitution of any other day 
which might be acceptable to the House. All he 


structed 


been read, and no objec- 


4 the United St 


if sion upon the same j)andt 


desired was, that some time should be designated. 

A brief conversation followed, but there was 
so much confusion in the Hall, that nothing could 
| be heard with accuracy. However— 

Mr. PRESTON KING was understood to sug- 
gest, that the day designated by the resolution 
would interfere with the reports heretofore made 
from the Committee on Elections, in relation to 
i the admission of Delegates from Deseret and New 
Mexico, which reports had been made the special 
| order for the 22d instant. 

Mr McLANE, of Maryland, (scarcely heard) 
was understood to say, that for his own part he 
was willing to vote to terminate the debate at any 
time which might be acceptable to the House; but 
that (in view of other special orders which had 
been made) he would suggest to the gentleman 
from North Carolina [Mr. Sranxvy] to substitute 
the first Tuesday in June, for the day designated 
in the resolution, 

Mr. STANLY haid no objection, he said, 

The resolution was modified accordingly. 

Mr. CALDWELL, of North Carolina, moved 
that the resolution be laid on the table, and asked 
the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. KAUFMAN called for the reading of the 
resolution; which was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That alt debate in the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union on the message of the President of 
ates, transmitting the eoustitation of Cativor- 
| nia shall cease at one o’elock on the first ‘Tuesday in June 
| Next, (if the committee shall not soouer come to a conclu- 
| be committee shall then proceed 
| to vote on such amendments as may be pending, or offered 
to the same, and shall then feporlitto the House, with such 
amendments as may have been agreed to by the committee. 

Mr. JONES rose to make an inquiry of the 
Speaker in relation to the form of the resolution, 
The inquiry was not heard; but its purport will 
be evident from the reply of the Speaker, 

Te SPEAKER said he would state, in reply 
to the interrogatory of the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, [Mr. Jones,] that the blanks in the resolu- 
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tion were filled up as the blanks were usually filled. 
In relation to the form of the latter part of then! 
resolution, probably it was not such as it ought to | 
be; but the effect would be precisely the same as | 
if the form had been altered. In other words, the 
effect would be to bring the House to a vote on 
the” propositions’ pending, or which might be 
offered in Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. ; 

Mr. SCHENCK was understood to inquire of 
the Speaker whether there was any statistical table 
by which it could be ascertained how many mem- 
bers, out of the two hundred and thirty composing 
the aggregate of this House, had yet to speak? 

The question, ‘* Shall the resolution be laid apon 
the table?” was then taken. 

Before the vote was announced, f 
Mr. McMULLEN, who was accidentally be- 
yond the bar when his name was called, asked the 
unanimous consent of the House to record his 

vote, 

Objection was made. 

Mr. HUBBARD preferred a similar request. 

Cbjection was made. : 

The SPEAKER then announced the result of 
the vote as follows, yeas 65, nays 91. 

So the House decided that the resolution should 
not be laid upon the table. 

The question then recurring on the adoption of 
the resolution, 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, rose, he said, 
to put an inquiry to the Chair. He desired the 
Speaker to state, for the information of the House, 
how many special orders there were between this 
day and the time designated in the resolution for | 
the termination of the debate. And he (Mr. T.) 
wished to makea statement to this effect: 

Mr. WENTWORTH rose, he said, to a privi- 
leged motion. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman wil! suspend 
his remarks fora single moment. The Chair de- 
sires to state, in answer to the inquiry of the gen- 
tleman from Mississippi [Mr. 'Tuompson] that the 
House has set apart the following days for special 
orders: 

Two days—the 28th and 29th of May—have 
been set apart for the consideration of bills reported 
from the Committee on Territories, The 22d day of | 
May, and each succeeding day thereafter, until 
disposed of, have been set apart for the consider- 
ation of the reports heretofore made from the Com- 
mittee on Elections, in relation to the application 
for admission to seats in this House of the dele- 
gates from the Territories of New Mexico and 
Deseret. 

No other special orders have been set apart for | 
any time between this day and that specified in 
the resolution for the termination of the debate on 
the California message. | 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. The univer- | 
sal rule has been that when, by an orderof the | 
House, debate has been terminated in Committee of | 
the Whole on the state of the Union on any given 
proposition, all the time which intervened between 
the adoption of the order and the day designated | 
for the close of the debate, should be given up to | 
the discussion of the pending subject. And gen- | 
tlemen will at once perceive that, if this were not 
so, it would be in the power of a majority of the 
House to cut off all debate upon the measure be~ 
fore the committee, and gag the House as effect- 
ually as could be done by the application of the 
previous question, I desire- : 

The SPEAKER, interposing, said: All remarks 
are out of order. 

Mr. THOMPSON, (continuing.) If the object | 
of gentlemen is to cut off debate, then let us | 
understand it—for we might as well take the | 
question to-day. e 

Mr. WENTWORTH rose, he said, to a privi- 
leged motion. 

The SPEAKER recognized the gentleman from 
Illinois, (Mr. WENTWORTH} | 

Mr. WENTWORTH, (continuing.) Or, rath- 
er, L should say to a question of order. 1 sub- 
mit to the Chair whether it is in order for gen- 
tlemen to put these questions to the Chair, or for 
the Chair to answer them? If it is not in order, | 
I call upon the Chair to enforce the rules. 

Mr. INGE rose, he said, to a privileged ques- 
tion. As there seemed to be a disposition in the 
Elouse to force this resolution through, without 
amendment or explanation, he thought it was de- | 
sirable, before the question was taken, that there | 


j cerned, I have no objection. 


should be a fuller attendance than there. was at 
present. He moved, therefore, that there bea call 
of the House, and on that motion he asked the 
yeas and nays. . 

Mr. McCLERNAND desired to be informed 
by the Speaker, whether the resolution was yet 
within the control of the gentleman who of- 
fered it? i 

The SPEAKER. The resolution has not yet 
been acted on, and is therefore within the control 
of the mover. But the Chair will state, that a mo- 
tion has been made for a call of the House, and 
that the House is now dividing on the question 
of ordering the yeas and nays on that motion. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. 1l do not doubt that 
the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Ixce,] who 
made the motion, will allow me to say 

Mr. INGE, (interposing.) So far as Í am con- 
) But it is not in my 
power to say whether the gentleman from Illinois 
[Mr. McC ervanp] shall proceed or not. 

The SPEAKER. If there is no objection, the 
gentleman will proceed. 

No objection appearing to be made— 

Mr. McCLERNAND continued. 1 was about 
to address myself, through the Chair, to the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina, [Mr. Stanty,J—— 

Objections were now made to Mr. McCurr- 
NAND’s proceeding. 

So Mr. McC. took his seat. 

The yeas and nays were then ordered on the 
motion of Mr. Incr that there be a call of the 
House. 

Mr. WILLIAMS suggested to the gentleman 
from Alabama [Mr.-Ince] that the resolution of 
the gentlemen from North Carolina might be 
modified so as to postpone the time for the termi- 
nation of the debate. There was no necessity for 
fixing so early a period. 

Mr. INGE. 1 will state to the gentleman from 
Tennessee, that the resolution would be much more 
acceptable to me, if it proposed to take an earlier 
day. If sucha resolution is to be passed, I pre- 
fer an earlier day. 

The question was taken, and decided in the 
negative—yeas 74, nays 97. 

So the House refused to order a call. 

The question recurred on the adoption of the 
resolution, 

Mr. STANLY. I understand I can alter the 
day now? ! 

The SPEAKER. The resolution is within the 
control of the gentleman. 

Mr. STANLY. At the suggestion of several 
gentleman on the other side of the House, I mod- 
ify the resolution by substituting the second Tues- 
day in June, for the time first designated. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. I should 
like to know if the first week in June is not already 
occupied by a special order? 

The SPEAKER referred to a statement he had 
previously made, showing that the time now in- 
dicated by Mr. Staniy was not assigned to the 
special order referred to. 

Mr. THOMPSON. Yes; but there is another 
special order—the bounty land bill. 

The SPEAKER. That is the special order for j 
the third Tuesday. 

Mr. INGE. Iwish to make an inquiry. If 
the House adopt this resolution now, will “it be in 
the power of the House to change the time—to fix 
upon a nearer, or a more distant day? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
if the resolution be adopted, it would not be in 
order to fix on a more distant day; and the Chair i 
thinks it would not be in order to fix a nearer day. | 
If the day designated is fixed upon, it could not | 
be altered, except by rescinding the resolution. t 

Mr. INGE. Then it can only be rescinded on | 
Monday. It seems to me very improper for this į 
House, at this time, to tie its hands. | 

The SPEAKER. Debate is out of order. | 

The question was again announced upon the | 
resolution fixing the second Tuesday in June for | 

| 
i 
t 
ł 
j 
| 
i 
t 


the termination of the debate. 

Mr. McMULLEN. I would like to hear the 
resolution as modified, reported. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution, as modified, 
will be reported. 

The resolution was again read. 

Mr. JONES moved to amend the resolution by 
striking out the latter part thereof and inserting 
“ such bills and amendments thereto as may be 
offered.” 


| 


The SPEAKER. The Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union might report a mere res- 
olution. ‘If the gentleman desires it, the latter 
part. of the resolution will be modified (as there 
are precedents for it) so as to provide that the: 
committee report their action to the House. But 
the Chair will ‘state to the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, that there can possibly be no difficulty in- 
reference to the language used in the resolution; 
for, in the strict parliamentary sense, all bills and 
resolutions offered in Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union upon the President’s message 
are in the nature of amendments; and the object 
of the resolution being understood by the House 
to bring the committee to a vore Upon the pending 
propositions and such amendments thereto as may 
be offered, the resolution will apply to all bills 
and resolutions before the commiuee, relative to 
the message; so there can be no difficulty about 
it. 

Mr. JONES. The resolution provides that de- 
bate on the President’s message shall be termi- 
nated, and the committee shall proceed to vote on 
such amendments as may be offered thereto.. To 
what? To the President’s message. if gentle- 
men who are in favor of the resolution wish it to 
stand in that way I have no objection. 


Mr. BOYD. 1 move to lay the resolution on 
the table. + 
Mr. INGE asked the yeas and nays. 


Mr. BOOTH. Has not one vote been taken 
upon the motion to lay on the table? 


The SPEAKER. The resolution has been modi- 
fied since taking that question: 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken and decided in the 
negative—yeas 67, nays 105; as follows : 

YEAS—Messrs. Alston, Ashe, Averett, Bayly, Beale, 
Bocnek, Bowdon, Bowie, Boyd, Aibert G. Brown, Chester 
Buller, B. C. Cabell, G. A. Catdwell, Jos. P, Caldwell, 
Clingman, W. R. W. Cobb, Coleock, Deberry, Dimmiek, 
Gorman, Green, Hall, Haralson, Isham G. Harris, Sampson 
W. Harris, Hoagland, Holladay, Holmes, Howard, Hubbard, 
Inge, James L. Johnson, Robert W. Johson, Jones, Kauf- 
wan, Kerr, La Sére, Marshall, Mason, McDowell, M Mul- 
len, McQueen, Meade, Miilson, Morehead, Morse, Morton, 
Orr, Outlaw, Potter, Powell, Ross, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Richard H. Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, Sweesser, 
Thomas, Jacob Thompson, John B. Thompson, Willian 
Thompson, Toombs, Venable, Wallace, diams, and 
Wood ward—67. 

NAYS—Merers. Albertson, Alexander, Anderson, Baker, 
Bennett, Bingham, Bissell, Booth, Bowlhn, Briggs, Brooks, 
Buel, Burrows, Thomas B. Butler, Joseph Cable, Calvin, 
Campbell, Cartier, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Cleveland, Cole, 
Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Duer, Duncan, Dunham, Durkee,, 
Nathan Evans, Pitch, Fowler, Fuller, Gilmore, Gott, Gould, 
Halloway, Hamilton, Hampton, Harlan, Bay, Haymond, 
Hebard, Henry, Hibbard, Houston, Howe, Hunter, Win. T. 
Jackson, Julian, Daniel P. King, Jobn A. King, Preston 
King, Lether, Levin, Littlefield, Horace Mann, Jub Mann, 
McClernand, Me Donald, McGaughey, McKissock, Mc Lana- 
han, Robert M. McLane, Meacham, Moore, Morris, Nelson, 
Newe.], Ogle, Olds, Otis, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Phoenix, 
Piunan, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Robbins, Rose, 
Rumsey, Sackett, Sawtelle, Schenek, Schoolcrait, Silves 
ter, Sprague, Stanly, Stetson, Taylor, Luck, Underhill, Van 
Dyke, Vinton, Waldo, Wentworth, Whittlesey, Wildrick, 
Wilson, Winthrop, and Wood—105. 

So the House decided that the resolution should 
not be laid upon the table. 

Mr. WALLACE moved that the House do 
now adjourn. 

Mr. McMULLEN asked the yeas and nays on 
that motion: ; 

The SPEAKER proceeded to ascertain whether 
the yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. McMULLEN appealed to the gentleman 
from South Carolina (Mr. Wa Ltace] to withdraw 
his motion to adjourn fora few moments. . 

Mr. WALLACE. If I should withdraw it, 
will the gentleman renew it? 

Mr. McMULLEN said he would do so. 

So the motion to adjourn was withdrawn. 

Mr. McMULLEN now inquired of the Speaker 
whether it was in order to move an amendment to 
the resolution ? 

The SPEAKER. 
afnendment. _ 

Mr. McMULLEN requested the Speaker to state 
what was the day designated in the resolution for 
the termination of the debate. , 

The SPEAKER. The second Tuesday in June. 

Mr. MeMULLEN moved to amend the resolu- 
tion by striking out the ‘ second” Tuesday, and 
inserting the ‘ fourth” Tuesday. 

The SPEAKER stated the amendment. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, suggested to Mr, 


The resolution is open to 


i Sranzy to accept the amendment as a modification 


of his resolution. 
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Mi. MeMULLEN said he had understood the | 


Speaker to.say that no debate wag now in order. 

The SPEAKER said no remarks are now in 
order. f 

.. Mr. MeMULLEN said he would appeal to the 
gentleman. from. North Carolina [Mr. Sranvy]} to 
accept. his. amendment as a modification of the 
original resolution, 

TheSPEAKER.  Allremarks are out of order. 

The SPEAKER then said there is some techni- 
cal objection. to the Janguage of the resolution. 
The gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Sranty] 
has, therefore, modified it to read as follows: 

Resolved, That all debate in the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union on the message of the Pres- 
ident of the United States transmitting the constitution of 
California, shall cease at one o’clock on the second Tuesday 
in June next, (if the committee shail not sooner come to a 
ecouctision upon the same;) and the committee shall then 
proceed to vote on such propositions as may he pending, or 
offered, and shall then reportto the House sech propositions 
as may have heen agreed to by the committee. 

The question was then stated to be on the 
amendment of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
MeMuttew. | 

Mr. MARSHALL inquired of the Speaker 
whether the bounty-land bill had not been made 
the special order for the day designated by the 
resolution ? 

The SPEAKER said the bounty-land bill re- 
ferre to by the gentleman, had been made the 
special order for the third Tuesday in June. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, requested the 
Speaker to state what the amendment was. 

- The SPEAKER having done so— 

Mr. BUTLER moved that the further consider- 
ation of the resolution be postponed until the first 
Monday in June. 

A number of voices expressed assent. 

Mr. INGE asked the yeas and nays on the mo- 
tion to postpone; which were ordered. 

Mr. WOOD requested the Speaker to state the 
question. 

The SPEAKER did so. 


The question was then taken, and decided in the | 


negative—yeas 78, nays 89; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Alston, Anderson, Ashe, Averett, Bayly, || 
Beale, Bocack, Bowdon, Bowie, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert Gy i| 


Brown, C. Butler, E. C. Cabell, G. A. Caldwell, J. P. Cald- 
well, Clingman, W. R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Deberry, Dim- 
mick, Gentry, Green, Hall, Hamilton, Haralson, I. G. Harris, 
S. W. Harris, Haymond, Hoagland, ‘Holliday, Holmes, 
Howard, Hubbard, (nge, Andrew Johnson, R. W. Johnson, 
Joués, Kaufman, Kerr, La Sère, Marshall, Mason, Mc Dow 
elt, MeLanaban, R. M. McLane, MeMulle 
MeWiilie, Meade, Miller, Milson, Morehead, Morse, Mor- 


ton, Urr, Ontlaw, Porter, Robbins, Ross, Savage, Seddon, | 
Shepperd, Frederick P. Stanton, R. D. Stanton, Alexander | 


H. Stephens, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, John B. 
Thompson, W., Thompson, ‘Loombs, Venable, Wallace, 
Watkins, Wiid iek, Williams, and Woodward—78. 
NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Baker, Bennett, 
Bingham, Bissell, Booth, Buel, Burrows, J Cable, Calvin, 


Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chandier, Clarke, Cleveland, : 


Cole, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Duncan, Dunham, Durkee, 
Nathan Evans, Fitch, Fowler, Fuller, Gerry. Gilmore, Gott, 


Gould, Halloway, Hampton, Harlan, Hay, Hebard, Henry, : 


Hibsard, Houston, Howe, Hunter, W. T. Jackson, Julian, 
D. P. King, Joha A King, Preston King, Leffler, Littlefield, 
H. Mann, Matteson, MeCler 
McKissock, Moore, Morris, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, Otis, 
Peasier, Peck, Phelps, Purnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley 
Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Sawtelle, Schenck, Schooleral ý 
Silvester, Sprague, Stanly, Stetson, Strong, Taylor, Tuck, 
Underhill, Vinton, Waldo, Wentworth, Whitulesey, Wil- 
son, Winthrop, and Wood—£9, 


So the House refused to postpone the further 
consideration of the resolution. 

The question recurring on the amendment of 
Mr. MeMuLLex— 

Mr. PRESTON KING. I desire to offer an 
amendment to the form of the resolution. 


Mr. SWEETSER. Would it be in order to | 


move to go into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union? 
The SPEAKER, (in reply to Mr. Kine.) An 


amend ment to the resolution is now pending; the | 


only further amendment in order would be an 
amendment to the amendment. 
Mr. KING. I desire my amendment to be read 
The SPEAKER. The amendment can be re- 


ported, if no objection is made; but it is notin |. 


order. 

Mr. SWEETSER. Would it be in order to 
move to suspend the rules to go into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER, The question upon the reso- 
lution is a privileged question; and therefore has 
precedence. ` 

The question was again announced to be on 
the amendment of Mr. McMutten, to strike out 


n, McQueen, | 


and, McDonald, MeGaughey, | 


in June. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. 
state whether this resolution is debatable. 

The SPEAKER. It is not. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. Then a motion for the 
previous question will not exclude debate; for it 
is not debatable at any rate. 
previous question. - , 

The question was taken on seconding the de- 
| mand for the previous question, and the vote was 
| announced—ayes 65, noes 52. 

Mr. KAUFMAN asked for tellers on the ques- 
tion. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. I should 
like to know whether, if we sustain the demand 
for the previous question, a motion to postpone 
the resolution fora week or ten days will be in 
order ? - 

The SPEAKER. A motion to postpone would 
be cut off if the demand for the previous question 
is seconded. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Harris, of Ten- 
nessee, and Mr. Corwin, were appointed, 

The question was taken, and the tellers reported 
—ayes 83, noes 45. 

So the demand for the previous question was 
seconded. 

The main question was ordered—being first on 
agreeing to the amendment of Mr. McMoutien. 

Mr. VENABLE asked the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


[DEFICIENCY. BILL. 


| A message was received from the Senate by the 
hands of Assury Dickens, esq., their Secretary, 
j announcing that the Senate had concurred in the 
amendments made by the House to the amend- 
ments of the Senate to the civil and diplomatic 
| appropriation bill. 

So the bill awaits only the signature of the 
| President to become a law.] 


The question was then taken on the amendment 
i of Mr. McMutren, and decided in the negative— 
|| yeas 66, nays 97; as follows : 


; _YEAS—Messrs. Alston, Ashe, Averett, Bayly, Beale, Bo- 
| cok, Bowie, Boyd, G. A. Caldwell, J. P. Caldwell, Calvin, 
| Casey, Clingmen, W. R. W. Cobb, Deberry, Dimmick, 
1! Green, Hamilton, Haralson, I. G. Harris, S. W) Harris, Hay- 
mond, Hiftiard, Hoagland, Holliday, Holmes, Howard, Hub- 
|| bard, A. Johnson, J. L. Johnson, R. W. Johnson, Jones, 
Kaufman, Kerr, La Sére, Marshall, Mason, McDowell, R, 
M. McLane, MeMullen, McQueen, MeWillie. Meacham, 
|| Meade, Millson, Morehead, Morse, Morton, Orr, Oullaw, 


Stanton, Sweetser, Thomas, 


i} Woodward—-66. 


|| Bissell, Booth, Bowlin, Briggs, Brooks, A. G. Brown, Buel, 


I move, then, the | 


NAYS—Meesrs. Albertson, Alexander, Baker, Bennett, | 


the second Tuesday and insert the fourth Tuesday |; 


T wish the Chair to. : i ak. 
i. firmative, without a division. 


itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 


The question was taken, and decided in the af- 


So the House again resolved itself into Commit- 
i tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
: Born, of Kentucky, in the ehair,) and resumed 
: the consideration of the special message of the 
| President of the United States, transmitting the 
: constitution of California. 

Mr. MEACHAM was entitled to the floor, and 
, addressed the committee during the hour, (in re- 
: marks which will be published to-morrow.) 

Mr. M. having concluded— 

Mr. JULIAN obtained the floor, and yielded to 
a motion bv 

Mr. CROWELL, that the committee rise. 

The question was taken, and the committee re- 
fused to rise. 

Mr. JULIAN then addressed the committee for 
an hour, (ın remarks which will be published here- 
after. 

j Mr HAYMOND then obtained the floor, but 
| yielded to a motion that the committee rise, 

; The motion having prevailed— 

The committee rose and reported progress. 

t 

! 

i 

| 


Mr. WILDRICK, from the Committee on En- 
| rolled Bills, made a report, 
And the House adjourned. 


i PETITIONS, &e. 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the appro- 
priate committees: 

By Mr. BRIGGS: The memorial of Lieutenant J. Ke 
Goldsborough and other Officers of the United States Navy, 
praying Congress to authorize the Secretary of the Navy 
to frank through bis department the private letters and 
papers addressed to officers and men of the navy on foreign 
stations, 

i _ By Mr. SCHENCK: The memorial of the members of the 

. General Assembly of the State of Ohio, praying for the com- 
pletion of the National Road to the western boundary of that 

: State. 

: Also, the petition of 67 citizens of Dayton, Ohio, praying 

| that slavery and the slave trade may be expressly prohibited 

| by act of Congress, in all the territories of the United states. 

By Mr. BURROWS: The petition of the members of the 

bar of the county of Orleans, New York, for the establish- 
; ment of a new judicial district, and district court, in the 
; Western part of the State of New York. 

By Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi: ‘The petition of William 
| Vannerson and 250 others, ciuzens of Mississippi, praying 
| the removal of the land offices trom Washington to Monti- 

eclio, and from Augusta 'to Paulding. 


Ross, Savage, Seddon, Sh: pperd, F. P. Stanton, R. H. | 
Jacoh Thompson, J. B. Thomp- | 
i; son, Toombs, Venable, Wallace, Watkins, Williams, and | 


í 


i| Burrows, T. B. Butler, J. Cable, Campbell, Cartter, Chand- ʻ 


| ler, Clarke, Cleveland, Conger, Corw 
| Durkee, N. Evans, Fitch, Fowler, Fu 
|, Gott, Gontd, Grinnell, Hall, Halloway, H 

Hay, Hebard, Henry, Hibbard, Houston, Howe, Hunter, 
| W. T. Jackson, Julian, D. P. Kin 


; nard, McDonald, MeKissock, McLanahan, 

Mortis, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Peas 
| Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risiey, Robbins, Root, 
Rose, Rumsey, Sackett. Schenck, Schoolcraft, 
Sprague, Stanly, Stetson, Strong, Taylor, W. Thompson 
Tuck, Underhill, Vinton, Waldo, Wentworth, Whittlesey, 
Wildrick, Wilson, Winthrop, and Woud—97. 

So the amendment was rejected. 


The question then recurred on the adoption of 
: the resolution, as modified. 
| The question was taken, and, without a division, 
; the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. WENT WORTH moved a reconsideration 
of ihe vote, and that that motion be laid upon the 
1 table. 
l! It was ordered accordingly. 

So the House decided that all debate in Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, on 
ji the special messa 


in, Crowell, Dunham, | 
ler, Gilmore, Gorman, | 
ampton, Harlan, } 


zg, 6. G. King, J. A. King, i; 
i; P. King, Leftler, Littlefield, H. Mann, Matteson, MeCler- | 
Miller, Moore, |: 
lee, Peck, Phelps, 


Silvester, 1 


i 
| 
| 
| 
i 
j 
i 
i 


ge of the President relating to | 


|, California, should terminate on the second Tues- | 


; day of June. 


was read for information, 
| the Committee on Revoluti 
i port a bill to extend the pension system to those 
| of the revolutionary army, continental line, and 
i militia, who served four months. 

Objection was made. 

So the resolution was not received. 


CALIFORNIA. 
Mr. BAYLY moved that the House resolve 


onary Pensions to re- 


i 


| 


i 
i 
fj 

i 


Mr. WALLACE asked the unanimous con- ` 
sent of the House to offer a resolution, which | 


proposing to instruct i 


i him his tide to it, which is perfectly good, 


Also, the petition of George Nicholson and 50 others, pray- 
ing tor the same thing. 

Also, the petition of D. W. Middleton and 20 others, citi- 
zeus of Washington city, praying for the improvement of 
New Jersey Avenue. 

By Mr. THURSTON: A memorial of a citizen of Oregon 
Territory, asking the location of certain territorial roads in 
said territory, and for certain appropriations, to aid in con- 
structing the same. 

On motion by Mr. CHANDLER, 

Ordered, That the petition of the orphan children of John 
: S, Ardes, (asking by their guardian, that their pensions my 
be restored to them, which was withheld in consequence of 
the omission of the word ‘¢ orphan,” in the Jast law relative 
to the Navy Pension Fund,) be withdrawn from the files, 
and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvuespay, May 14, 1850. 


| Mr. DOWNS. I hold in my hand the petition 
i of James McMaster, setting forth that ona tract 
of land belonging to him in Louisiana, the United 
States have erected certain military works, without 
obtaining any tide. The subject has been consid- 
ered by the Government, and the owners have 
long waited for a decision. The case was sub- 
mitted to the Attorney General for his decision 
more than twelve months ago, but there has been 
no response, no decision. Now, this person pe- 
itions Congress merely that the work be demol- 
shed, or that Congress proceed to purchase his 
‘ude. I would call the earnest attention of the 
Military Committee to the subject. Itis certainly 
a very hard case. The United States have taken 
the property of this individual for the public ser- 
vice without taking any pains to obtain his title. 
The petitioner has waited twelve months, expect- 
ing a decision of the Attorney General, and it 
seems right that the United States should not take 
his property for their service without buying Tom 
insists that action on this matter shall be delayed 
no longer. I therefore present the memorial, and 
movesthat it be referred to the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs. 
The petition was so referred, 
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Mr. DOWNS. I have also a memorial from a 
number of persons, chiefly ladies, residing in Baton 
Rouge, in the State of Louisiana, representing that, 
on the grounds belonging to the garrison, the 
property of the United States near that place, is a 
lot of land appropriated for a grave-yard. It be- 
longs to the United States, but has been used 
jointly by the citizens of the place and by the 
garrison. In consequence of this, so many of the 
citizens have been buried. there ‘that it is now ina 
state in which-it needs much improvement. 
inhabitants cannot improve it because it belongs to 
the United States.. The officer of the garrison 
cannot improve it because he has no authority to 
do so. Therefore the citizens of Baton Rouge, 
126 ladies among them, petition Congress that a 
reasonable appropriation be made for the improve- 
ment of this ground. I move that the memorial 
be referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

It was so referred. 

Mr. D. also presented the petition of Joseph 
H. D. Bowman, asking that a patent may be issued 
for certain lands entered by him at the land office 
at Ouachita, in the State of Louisiana; which was 
referred the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. HOUSTON presented a petition of citizens 
of Chicago, Hlinois, asking that the public domain 
be granted in limited quantities to actual settlers 
not possessed of other lands; which was referred 
te the Committee on the Public Lands. 


JUDICIARY OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. HALE. I have received, and been re- 
quested to present to the Senate, a petition signed 
by one hundred and twenty-five citizens of the Dis- 
trict.of Columbia, amongst whom are some of the 
most respectable citizens in the District, represent- 
ing the great necessity there is for the reorganiza- 
tion of their judicial system. They close their 
petition by requesting that whatever may be done, 
a suitable provision may be made for the venera- 
ble Chief Justice of the District, on account of his 
long, useful, eminent, and faithful services. ‘These 
petitions will, I suppose; go appropriately to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

While up I wish to say that if the facts and 
statements which have recently come to my knowl- 
edge as facts are to be relied on, and upon which 
I do rely, this District, governed by the concen- 
trated wisdom of the thirty States of this Union, 
and which ought to have the very best system, has 
immeasurably the worst administration of justice 
that is to be found within the jurisdiction of the 
United States. I move that the memorial be re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The memorial was so referred. 

Mr. MANGUM. I have been requested, and 
that request comes from a very respectable source, 
to present a petition, very numerously signed by 
the members of the bar, together with business men 
of this District, merchants, and others, asking Con- 
gress for a reform and reorganization of the judi- 
ciary of the District of Columbia. This petition 
comes in a very imposing form, and I hope the 
Commitiee on the Judiciary, to whom E move that 
it be referred, will give their special attention to it. 

The petition was then referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

THE DEFICIENCY BILL. 

Mr. DICKINSON, from the Committee on Fi- 

nance, to which was referred the amendments of 


the House to the Senate amendments to the bill to | 


supply the deficiencies in the appropriations for 
the service of the fiscal year ending 30th June, 


1850, recommended that the amendments of the | 


House be concurred in. ; f 
On his motion the Senate proceeded to their con- 


sideration, and the amendments of the House | 


were concurred in. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. DICKINSON, from the Committee on Fi- | 


nance, to which was referred the bill to authorize 
the Secretary of the Treasury to purchase for the 
use of the Government, Kases’s patent suction, 
or fire engine pump, reported adversely on the 


same. £ 
The report of the committee was concurred in. 


Mr. DOUGLAS, from the Committee on Fi- | 


nance, to which were referred the several memo- 


The | 


; ment. 
| we propose to disagree. 
| that the account of agricultural products should |) 


rials asking to remit the duties on certain goods | 


destroyed by fire, reported a bill to remit or re- | 


fund duties Upon goods, wares, and merchandise 
destroyed by fire; which was read and passed to 
a second reading. 


i subscribed the oath, and forwarded a copy, as 


BILL ON LEAVE. 
Mr. BRADBURY, in pursuance of notice, asked | 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill authorizing 
the payment of interest upon the advances made 
by the State of Maine for the use of the United 
States Government in the protection of the North- 
eastern frontier; which was read a first and second 
time by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 
i NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. CLEMENS gave notice that he would to- 
morrow, or some subsequent day, ask leave to 
introduce a bill to grant alternate quarter sections 
of land to the Tuscaloosa Plank Road Company 
aiong the line of said road. 


BILL FROM THE HOUSE. 


The bill from the Hlouse of Representatives for 
the relief of Solomon T. Nicoll and James Clinch, 
of the city of New York, was read a first and 
second time by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. i : 


ENGINEERS IN THE NAVY. 


Mr. YULEE moved that the Senate proceed to 
the consideration of bill No. 81, being the bill to 
amend an act regulating the appointment and pay 
of engineers in the navy of the United Siates. 

The motion was agreed to. | 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, and was subsequently read a third 
time and passed. 


THE SEVENTH CENSUS. 


On motion of Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, 
the Senate proceeded to the consideration of the 
special order, set apart for half-past twelve o’clock 
this day, being the amendments made by the 
House of Representatives to the bill to provide for 
taking the seventh census of the United States. 

The first section of the bill was read. 

‘This section the House had amended by striking 
out the words, ‘ Also, the statisucs of agriculture 
when the annual product of the farm is not equal 
to $150; also, the statistics of other productive in- 
dustry where the annual product of the establish- 
ment, exclusive of domestic manufactures in fami- 
lies, is not equal to $500.” 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. The commit- 
tee propose that the Senate disagree to that amend- 
I will state in a few words the reason why 
The Senate preposed | 


not be taken unless they amounted in value annu- 
ally to $150; and that no account should be taken 
of manufacturing and industrial establishments 
unless the annual product amounted to $500. The 
striking out of that provision would leave it un- 
limited, and would impose upon those who take 
the census the necessity of taking everything. T'he 
view taken of it in the Senate was, that it would | 
create too much labor, while the actual advantage 
would not be very great. The committee, there- 
fore, are of opinion that the Senate had better ad- |! 
here to the rule they have already established, and 
they therefure recommend that the Senate disagree 
to that amendment of the House. 

The amendment was then disagreed to. 

Sec. 2. This section provides that each of the 
marshals, before entering upon his duties, shall 
take and subscribe an oath, the form of which is 
therein prescribed. 

The House amended this section by inserting 
the words “or affirmation,”? after the word 
“ oath;’’ also, in the branch of the sentence which 
provides that the oath or affirmation shall be taken 
and subscribed before any circuit or district judge 
of the United States, by the addition of the words 
“or before any judge of any State court;”’ also, 
in the form of oath, by inserting the words ** to 
the best of my ability;” so that the marshal shail 
swear that he will, to the best of his ability, enu- 
merate, or cause to be enumerated, the inhabit- 
ants, and discharge the other duties devolving 
upon him} also, by substituting the word “judge” 
for ** magistrate” in the branch of the section 
which provides that, when the oath is duly au- 
thenticated by the judge before whom it was 
taken, a copy thereof shall be deposited with the 
Secretary of the Interior; and also by striking out 
the words “presume to’ in the provision that | 
“no marshal shail presume to discharge any of | 
the duties herein required, until he has taken and | 

| 


U 


i 
| 
i 
i 
j 
i 
| 
| 
1 


therein provided. 


‘a great length of time to do it. 
: shal can issue a commission, he must, of course, 
i asa preliminary, know what is to be inserted jn 
l the commission; and if the amendment of the 


The Senate. committee recommended a concur- 
rence in these amendments, and they were con- 
curred in accordingly. ; ; 

Sec. 3. This section provides that each marshal 
shall separate his: district into ‘subdivisions, con- 
taining. not exceeding twenty.thousand persons in 
each, unless: the limitation to that namber causes 
inconvenient boundaries, in which case the number 
may be larger; and shall also estimate, from-the 
best sources. of information which he is able to 
obtain, the number of square miles in each subdi- 
vision; to which the House had added, * and 
transmit the same to the Department of the Inte- 
rior.”? í 

The House had also amended the residue of 
the section by inserting the words in italie, as fol- 
lows: 

“ Provided, however, That in bounding such subdivisions, 
the limits thereof shall be known civil divisions, such ag 
county, hundred, parish, township, town, city, ward, or dis~ 
trict lines, or highways, ornatural boundaries, such as rivers, 
lakes,”? &c. 

To these amendments the Senate committee 
recommended a concurrence, and they were con- 
curred in accordingly. z f 

Sec. 4. This section provides that each mar- 
shal may, and if unable to perform the duties himself, 
shall appoint an assistant for each subdivisions 
who is a resident therein, to whom he shall give 
a commission, under his hand, authorizing him to 
perform the duties herein assigned to assistants; 
which commission shall set forth the boundaries 
of the subdivision, and the estimated number of 
square miles contained in the same, of which appoint- 
ment so made, [and] the boundaries so specified, 
and the square miles so estimated in each subdivision, 
the marsnal shall keep a true and faithful record. 

The House of Representatives had amended this 


| section by striking out the words which we have 
| placed in italic, and inserting the word which we 


have placed in brackets. 

The committee of the Senate recommended a 
concurrence in the first of these amendments, and 
a non-concurrence in the other amendments. 

The first amendment was agréed to. 

The question was then taken on the other 
amendments collectively, and they were not.con~ 


| curred in. 


Mr. PRATT. It seems to me that, if I under- 
stood the reading of the section, the Senate prob- 
ably voted under a misapprehension. If E under- 


| stood the Chair, the question was whether we 


should adopt the amendment of the House in the 
seventh line. The provision, as it now reads, is 
this: < i 

«“ Each marshal may, and ifunable to perform the duties 
himself, shall appoint an assistant for each subdivision, who 
is a resident therein, to whom he shall give a commission, 
under his hand, authorizing him to perform the duties here- 
in assigned to a tants: which commission shal) set forth 
the boundaries of the subdivision, and the estimated num- 
ber of square miles contained in the same.”? 

The objection I have to itis this: In order that 
the labor which is to be performed under the pro- 
visions of this bill may be performed, it is neces- 
sary that the marshals and their assistants should 
get to work as soon as the census bill is passed. 
If the amendment of the House is not adopted, it 
will require the marshal, before he issues a com- 
mission to his assistant, to have ascertained, in 
some way, the number of square miles in each 
county, each hundred, or in each of those sub- 
divisions which are provided for by the bill. If 
this is to be obtained by actual survey, it will take 
Before the mar- 


House be not adopted, the marshal will have to 
ascertain the estimated number of square miles 
contained in each subdivision before. he can issue a 
commission to an assistant for that subdivision. 


: Now, it is impossible, as it appears to me, that the 
‘marshals can perform this duty. 


I hope, there- 
fore, that some gentleman who voted in the ma- 
jority will move to reconsider the vote by which 
the Senate has disagreed to the amendment of the 
House, in order that the subject may be more thor- 


| oughly explained. 


Mr. CASS moved the reconsideration of the 
vote. 

The motion to reconsider was agreed to, and the 
question recurred on concurring in the amendment 
of the House. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I have only 
to say that the committee have considered both 
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modes which-are proposed for paying those who | 
take the census. “They based their estimate upon | 
the square miles. They considered this matter | 
very’ maturely when they had before ‘them the 
original bill, and they reached the conclusion that 
there was no inherent difficulty at all, in almost 
call places... I think they could find none, in which 
“there was any substantial difficulty in finding the 
number of square miles. But they suppose that if 
‘either: mode of payment were adopted, it would 
be indispensably necessary to ascertain the num- ji 
ber of square miles. It becomes necessary, also, 
in many instances, and is very desirable in all, 
that the number should be fixed, and put into the 
commission of the person who is toassist in taking 
the census, before he commences his work, so 
that he might understand the amount of work re- 
quired, and the compensation might be so far i 
finally settled. { do not apprehend it will take |i 
such an amount of time thatit will operate against | 
itin any considerable degree, though Lam free to 
confess. that dispatch is quite necessary. But if 
the Senate adheres to its mode of payment, it is 
indispensable that it should adhere to this amend- | 
ment. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. In all former census 
bills, the compensation has been made by uniting | 
the number of square miles with the amount of 
population on each square mile. You will find that |} 
in every case it has been necessary to refer to the | 
number of square miles; and if either mode of | 
compensation is adopted; that proposed by the | 
Senate or that proposed by the House, it will be | 
equally necessary to ascertain the number of | 
square miles. The difference is only this: if you 
agree to the Senate’s bill, you ascertain the num- || 
ber of square miles and put that number in the | 


marshal’s commission at the time he receives it. || 


The consequenée will be, there will be no alterca- | 
tion when the work is done between the Govern- | 
ment and the marshal, or the marshal and the as- | 


the marshals had to take it all up from the begin- 
ning, and for the first time, and fix the square 


| miles in each district, it might take more time than i 
is to elapse between this and the firstof June; but |: 
with the aid of what has been done heretofore, l;i 
i; errors exist, they shall be corrected by the mar- 
i: shal. This amendment provides, that if any dis- 
ate’s bill at present. If the House disagree, and |! 
a committee of conference should spring out of it, i! 


suppose it practicable for the marshal ‘to do it. 
At all events, I would prefer to adhere to the Sen- 


if necessary, when the matter has been more 
maturely considered, it can be altered so as to con- 
form to the suggestion of the Senator from Mary- | 
land, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. 


isted; and I hope the Senate will concur in that | 
amendment. 

The question was then taken on the amend- 
ments, and they were agreed to. 

Sec. 5 provides that each marshal shall season- 
ably supply each assistant with the instructions 
issued by the Department of the Interior, the 
blanks provided for the enumeration of the popu- 
lation and the collection of other statistics,. and 
give to him from time to time all such information 
and directions as may be necessary to enable him 
to discharge his duty; [and when such assistants 
shall have completed their labors, said marshals 
by whom they are respectively appointed, shall 
examine the returns, and cause all errors to be cor- 
rected, and all omissions, if any, to be supplied; 


copy thereof shall be transmitted to the Secretary 
of the Interior, and after the other two copies 
herein provided for are arranged and bound at the 
expense of the United States, when it can be con- 
veninuly done, one copy thereof shall be deposited į 
with a court of record in the county where the | 
| subdivision to which it relates is, and the other | 


sistant marshal. This must be so as a general | 


rule; because if itis known how many square miles H 


there are in his district, his report will then show |; 


the number of persons to the square mile, and ;: 


then, with regard to the business of compensation, 
I think there can be no altercation. For that rea- 
son, the Senate’s committee thought it was best 
beforehand to fix the number of square miles in |! 
the commission. If you strike it out, and’ do not |) 


ii king out the words in brackets 


| mend a non-concurrence: 


| shall be delivered to the Secretary of State for the 
State wherein the marshal’s district is, to be kept 
among the archives of the State.] 

The House had amended this section by stri- 
and inserting the 
following, in which the Senate committee recom- 


i 
| 
i 
f 
i 
i 
i 
i 


“ He shall carefully examine whether the returns of each 


have it done beforehand, you will have it to do af- 
terwards. The difficulty which the Senator from 
Maryland suggests is one in relation to time, and | 
merely in relation to time. If it can be done be- |: 
fore the marshals commence the performance of | 
their duties it will be best to have it done; but if ji 
it cannot be done till afterwards, why, of neces- ij 
sity, it must be postponed, and the whole question |; 
is reduced to the practicability of doing it before 
they commence the performance of their duty. | 
will inform the Senator from Maryland thatin a || 
former census bill all this matter has been done ` 
once already. In 1810 almost every county in ` 
every State had the number of square miles con- 
tained in it estimated, for the purpose of settling 
the amount of compensation. If the marshals are | 
governed by what has heretofore been done, they | 
will have no difficulty in settling the number of 
square miles. | suppose that but a few changes | 
would need to be made, and if they make any, i; 
time will enable them to decide how far they are 
necessary. The rate being fixed in 1810, it will | 
not alter the mode proposed by the Senate or that i 
proposed by the House at ail, whether you agree 
to or reject this amendment. 

Mr. DAWSON, (in his seat.) How was 
number of square miles ascertained in 1810? i 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I am asked’ how the |i 
number of square miles was ascertained in 1810? |! 
l really cannot answer the question. f suppose 
they were ascertained by reports from the different | 
counties made by the marshals. All that I can | 
gay is, that I have ascertained by investigation 
that this thing of reporting the square miles gave | 
rise to almost endless difficulties in fixing the com- | 
pensation of the marshals. There was some mat- | 
ter connected with it having reference to the circuit | 
or district judges. If I recollect right, and } fol- | 
low my recollection entirely, there were almost i 
endless difficulties connected with it. The object | 
now is to get rid of those difficulties beforehand, | 
which sprung ap in 1810. Weve it not for the i 
aid given by what was done in 1810, I can readily ; 
see that there would be a foundation for the || 


ff 


a 


the f 


i 


i 


: with the progress made by each assi 


| arising from sickness or otherwise, appoint a substitute.” 


| marshal resides, and to have them bound, 


|) remarks of the S 


same to be corrected. 
| the returns required from the assistant marshals as herein- | 
| after provided for, as follows: one set he shall transmit , 
forthwith to the Secretary of the Jaterior, and the other copy 
thereof he shall transmit to the office of me Secretary of the j 
State or Territory to which his district belonzs. 
classify and determine the rate of compensation to be pad 
to each assistant marshal according to the provisions of this 
act, subject to the final approval of the Secretary of the Iu- 
terior, He shail from time to time ma himseltacquainted 
ant marshal in the | 
inability or neglect, | 


discharge of his duties; and in case of 


Mr. DAWSON. I submit to the committee | 
whether it be not prudent at this time to agree to | 
the amendment made by the House of Represent- ; 
atives? The proposition is to strike out that part 
of tbe fifth section which requires the marshal to ' 


; cause to be copied a condensed report of the census i! 


statistics, and to have one copy left with the clerk . 
the Secretary of State of the State in which the i 


expense of copying would be a heavy amount, | 
and as Ì said on a former occasion, in such a i 
State as New York, the number of pages would be ` 
immense, and to copy them three times will be an | 
extraordinary labor indeed. It is now so late that 
there will scarcely be time to have it done and re- | 
turned here before the next meeting 
I submit, then, whether it is not best, under the 
circumstances, to agree to the Proposition of the ; 
House of Representatives ? ! 
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. In reply to the | 
enator from Georgia, I will state | 
that | do not understand that there js any differ- 
ence in the number of copies proposed by the House 
of Representatives. Three copi f 
the original bill; the original, 
sides. I suppose the p 


ee practical result will be the | 
same in either case; 


for three copies are provided 
for by the amendment of the House, and three 
copies are also provided for in the original bill by 
the Senate. f understand th zi 
incident in that 


reid particular, except in respect to | 
binding, 


to whieh the honorable gentleman hag re- 


i 
i 
i: 
ł 
if 
| 


ji 


| the original bill, yet that it answered the purpose 


remarks made by the Senator from Maryland. If | ferred. 


r The objection does not lie exactly there to 
this section. his is a redraught in all its main 


| features, after it was attached to the fifth section of 


the bill, It, however, makes a difference in its 
provisions. The original bill provides that the re- 
turns when made shall be examined, and, if any 


crepancies shall be detected, the marshal’ shall 
require the same to be corrected. I think the best 


/ way is, that errors of any sort, when detected, 


should be corrected. Then the original bill pro- 
vides that the returns shall be made to the head of 


:, a department, to the Secretary of the Interior. 
I think the |: 

| provision contained in the bill as amended by the 
| House, removes an objection which hitherto ex- | 


This provides that the return shall be made to the 
superintendent of the census. They provide after- 
wards for the appointment of a clerk, to be called 
the superintendent of the census. It seems to me 


i there isan obvious propriety in returning to the 
| head of the department. Then there is this differ- 
| ence: by another arrangement, which is made in 
| the bill, it is proposed that those who take the cen- 
| sus Shall deposit with the county court one of the 


copies. The original bill requires that the marshal 
shall reéxamine all the copies. I take it that the 
amendment does not propose that the marshal shall 
reéxamine these at all—that he shall reéxamine 
all the copies, and shall transmit to the Secretary 
of the Interior one copy, and shall deposit one in 
a court of record in the county where his division 
is, and shall deposit another among the records 


| of the State in which the subdivision is, and that 
| these two last shall be bound, if it can be conve- 
and after such corrections are made, one complete |: 


niently done. The proposition of the House omits 
the binding, and makes the return to the superin- 
tendent of the census instead of the Secretary of 


| the Interior, and it delivers, or causes the assistant 


to deliver, one of his copies to the county court. 
That is the expression, 1 think, which is contained 
in the bill. The honorable member of the com- 


; mittee from Carolina said, we have no county 
: courts in Carolina; and this is known to be the 
, case in many other parts of the United States. 


The requirement of the original bill is, that it shall 
be placed in a court of record in the county, On 


_ the whole, the committee thought that though they 


assistant marshal be made.in conformity with the terms of |! 
this aet, and where discrepancies are detected, require the |! 
He shall dispose of the two sets of i! 


had no particular attachment to the phraseology of 


better than the one proposed by the House, and 

therefore they propose to reject the amendment. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 1 think the amend- 

ment of the House of Representatives avoids a 


, Very great difficulty—that of requiring the mar- 


He shalt `! 


shal to examine the returns of his assistant in 
each district. L think the marshal will be altogether 
unable to correct any errors other than discrepan- 


: cies, and the amendment of the House properly 
confines him to the correction of discrepancies, 


: of the county court in each county, and one with |. 


The |. 


of Congress. i 


pies are embraced in : 
and two copies be- |) 


€ provisions to be co- | 


: Correct. 


Errors may creep into the returns of the assistant 
marshals, but they can only be corrected in the 


: county for which they were made. By depositing 


the original, therefore, in an office of record in that 
county, it willenable such corrections to be made 
as will be called for in the only place where such 
corrections can be properly made. If two copies, 
then, are made, the marshals will have only to 
look over them, to see whether the assistant has 
complied with the forms. He may then send one 
copy to the office of the Secretary of the State, 
without binding, and thus save thej expense of 
binding, and send the other, without the delay 
which would result from the binding, to the Su- 
perintendent of the Census, or to the Secretary of 
the Interior, I care not which. If the marshal has 
to go into an examination of the returns of the 
assistant marshals, I think it is not too much to 
say that in the large States two years will’elapse 
before the marshal will be enabled to correct them 


‘all, and transmit them tothe Department of the 


Interior, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. These returns 
are worthy of all the guards and protection we 
can throw around them. Our object has been to 
render them as reliable as possible. For that end 
it is required that the marshal shall look them 
over, and detect all the errors, if possible, and thus 
he might detect some errors which he only could 
We supposed that if these record : were 
deposited in the courts of record, and amoug the 
archives of the several States, to be preserved 
there, there was some propriety in having them 
bound. These are not very material questions, 


i and I do not wish to occupy the time of the Sen- 
i ate. 


We looked the whole matter through, and 
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we thought the two sections contained in the ori- 


ginal bill answered the purpose better than the 


„proposed amendment. i 

The question was then taken upon concurring 
in the amendment; and it was not concurred in. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi.. The vote on the 
amendment. of the House has probably been 
taken without the Senate exactly understanding 
the question, E myself voted in the negative, 
thinking that I was voting against the recom- 
mendation of the committee, and not against the 
amendment of the House, which I intend to 
support. I therefore move a reconsideration of 
the vote by which the Senate non-concurred in 
that amendment. 

The motion to reconsider was agreed to. 

The question then recurred on concurring with 
the amendment of the House; which was agreed to. 

Sec. 6. This section was stricken out by the 
House as a necessary consequence of the adop- 
tion of preceding amendments, in which the Senate 
concurred. i 

Sec. 7. was unamended. 

Sec. 8. The House struck. out this entire sec- 
tion, and inserted a substitute, as follows: i 

“That any m -rshal may, in ease of sickne:s or other dis- 
ability, appoint a deputy marshal, for the special purposes of 
this act, subject to the approval of the Secretary of the fnte- 
rior, who shall have all the powers, perform all the duties, 
and be subject to ali the penalties of ihe said marshal.” 

To this amendment the Senate committee rec- 
ommended a disagreement. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I would sim- 
ply state that probably the amendment of the 
House was made without exactly understanding 
the object which the Senate had in view. The 
Senate intended to authorize the marshal to ap- 
point a deputy in case of sickness, so that he 
was unable to perform his duties, and also to 
take that portion of the census which may be 
termed the social statistics.. That subject was 
considered when the bill was here before. The 
social statistics are those matters which relate to 
ascertaining the amount of taxation, crime, and 
other things to be collected from various sources 
within the State. Now, it was supposed thata 
deputy might be needed to procure this sort of in- 
formation, and that it might not be inappropriate 
to the taste of the deputy to collect the informa- 
tion in one subdivision or more, and inasmuch as 
this relates to towns and counties, it was sup- 
posed the marshal might appoint persons under 
the name of deputy marshals to perform this ser- 
vice. It was supposed that it would be necessary 
to have some person to perform the duties which 
belong to the marshal in case of his sickness, and 
that these persons might do both,- The amend- 
ment proposes that, in case of sickness or other 
disability, he may appoint a marshal to perform 
his duties; and tnis is to be done with the appro- 
bation of the Secretary of the Interior. Now it is 
very obvious that a marshal in Oregon cannot 
send to the Secretary of the Interior to get his ap- 

robation; nor could he send from Missouri, or 

Hinois, or almost any other part of the country 
consistently with a proper dispatch of business. 
The amendment only throws embarrassment in 
the way, and we thought we had better adhere to 
the original plan. oS 

The question being taken on concurring in the 
amendment, it was non-concurred in. 

Sec. 9. The House of Representatives had 
amended this section by striking out certain parts 
of the provision defining the compensation of the 
marshals and inserting the following: 

«And the Secretary of the Interior shall render to the 
marshals and assistant marshals of the ‘Territories such 
compensation for their services as he shall deem just and 
equitable.” 

The committee of the Senate recommend a non- 
concurrence in this amendment. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I will merely 
observe that the difference between the propositions 
of the Senate and Houseis this: The Senate pro- 
vide a certain compensation to the marshal, which 
‘ig one dollar per thousand, where the number of in- 
habitants exceeds a million, and one dollar and a 
quarter where it is under a million; bat they put 
in this proviso, that the pay of no individual mar- 
shal should be less than $250. They put ina fur- 
ther proviso, that with regard to Fiorida the pay 
should be such an equitabic sum as the Secretary 
of the Interior should determine was reasonable. 
Now, the House propose to strike out this $250, 
an amendment which was put in by the Senate 


when. the bill was under consideration before. 
They want in certain cases to employ clerks, and 
to, leave Florida out of the question; and by the 
amendment they: propose that the Secretary of the 
Interior shall be allowed to make such. compensa- 
tion as he shall think proper to the marshals in 
the several territories. Ina word, the change is 
to strike out $250, to strike out Florida, and make 


it apply to the territories alone, and to strike out | 


the provision for furnishing a clerk when this sum 
comes within a certain limit. The committee 
thought that inasmuch as the former bill contained 
a provision of this character, and inasmuch as 
there are three marshals in Florida, the former pro- 
vision should be adhered to. 

The question being taken, the amendment was 
not concurréd in. 

Another amendment to the same section, by 


striking out the words which authorize the mar- | 
shal personally to perform the duties assigned by | 


this act to assistants, and to receive the same 
compensation for those services, and to substitute 
another provision merely authorizing him at his 
discretion to perform the duties of an assistant in 
any subdivision in which he may reside, was con- 
curred in. 

Sec. 10. Two amendments to this section, 
which were merely verbal, were concurred in. 
The one was simply the insertion. of the words 
“ or affirmation” after the word ‘‘ oath,” and the 


other to strike out the words * filed with,” and in- | 


sert the word “ forwarded.” i 

Sec. 11. Theamendment to this section, which 
was merely verbal, was also concurred in. It was 
simply to strike out the words ‘ on the spot.” 

Sec. 12 provides “ That each assistant [shall 
t make three fair and complete copies of all the 
‘memoranda thus obtained in his district, num- 
‘bering each page and subscribing his name 
‘thereon; all which he shall, at the earliest possi- 
‘ble day before the Ist of October next, transmit 
‘to the marshal, having first certified thereon under 
t his hand, and made oath to the same before a 
* magistrate competent to administer oaths, that he 
t has, according to the best of his skill and judg- 
‘ment, executed his duties in conformity with the 
‘ provisions of this act, and has made in the tables 
t a faithful and true record of his doings from day 


‘to day, (having dated each day’s work,) and | 
‘employed his best exertions to obtain the truth | 


‘in the manner required by personal visits and 


‘inquiries at the places where the families live, ` 
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‘and where the business, un account of which is | 


t given, is done. ”] 


The House of Representatives had stricken out | 


all the words which we have placed between 
brackets, and inserted the following: 


“ Shall within one month after the time specified for the 
completion of the enumeration furnish the original census 
returns to the elerk of the county eourt of their respective 
counties, and two copies, duly compared and correct d, to 
the marshal of this district. He shall affix his signature to 


each page of the schedules before he returns them to his | 


marshal, and on the last page thereof shall. state ube whole 
nuluber of pages in each return, and certify that they were 
well and truly made according to the tenor of his oath of 
office.” 


The committee of the Senate recommended a 
disagreement to the amendment. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. Ioughtto inform | 


the Senate that this has some connection with the 
previous amendment in the fifth section, which 
has been agreed to; and, although | care very little 


what disposition is made about making returns to | 
county courts, or courts of record, yetthere is one | 
feature in this amendment which I object to, be- : 


cause Í think it is quite inferior to the provision | 
It is this: in draw- |! 
| ing the original bill, the committee and the Senate, į 
| [ suppose, had constantly in view the object of | 


contained in the original bill. 


getting the census as perfect as it was possible to 
obtain it; therefore, when they made a provision 


that he had performed- his duty according to the 
tenor of his oath. This connects itself. with the 


i| other amendment of which I spoke, and 1 do not 


know that the Senate can do any better than agree 
to this clause since they have agreed. to. that. ‘I 
thought it was my duty to state these facts. 

Mr. DAWSON. There is an additional reason 
why this should be agreed to. There are three 
copies of the census to be taken. The original 
bill requires that all three of the copies shall be 


| transmitted to the marshal. The amendment says 


that the deputy marshal shall deposit one in the 
county and transmit the other two. This saves 
the transmission of one-third of the copies, Bat, 
as the chairman says, we have agreed to the 
amendment in the ‘fifth section, and it follows, as 
a matter of course, we must agree to this. 

The question being taken on concurring in the 
amendment of the House, it was agreed to. 

Sec. 13 provides “that each assistant shall be 
allowed as compensation for his services after the 
rate of two cents for each person enumerated, and 
ten cents a mile for necessary travel, to be ascer- 
tained by multiplying the square root of the num- 
ber of dwelling-houses in the division by the 
square root of the number of square miles on each 
division, and the product shall be taken as the 
number of miles traveled for ail purposes in taking 
this census.” f 

The House of Representatives had stricken out 
the whole section, and inserted the following sub- 
stitute; 

“That for every hundred inhabitants enumerated and 
described, each assistant shall receive, in all incorporated 
villaves, towns, and cities, containing more than five than~ 
sand inhabitants, one dollar and twenty-five cents; in all 


| Subdivisions not included in such villages, towns, or cities, 


containing onan average more than seventy-five inhabitants 
to the squire mile, One dollar and seventy-five cents foc cach 
hundred 5 in subdivisious containiug tess than seventy-five 
and more than fifty inhabitants to the square mile, two dol- 
lars and twenty-five cents for cach hundred; in subdivisions 
containing less than fiiy and more than twenty-five imbab- 
itants lo the square mile, two dollars and fifty cents for each 
hundred ; in subdivisions containing less than twenty-five 
and more than ten inhabitants to the square mile, three 
dollars aud fifty cents fo cach hundred; in subdivisions 
containing Jess than teu and more than five iishabitants i0 
the square mile, four dollars and fi ty cents tor each hundreds 
and in subdivisions containing less than five inhabitants to 
the square mile, such compensation as the Sceretary or the 
Interior shall allow. For the two copies of the enumeration 
of the inhahitauts and of the statistics, eight cents for each 
complete page of each copy of the schedule.” 

The Senate committee recommended a non- 
concurrence in this amendment. , 

Mr. UNDERWOOD addressed the Senate in an 
elaborate speech in defence of the Senate’s original 
plan of compensation, and against the proposed 
amendment. Of his speech a report will be pub- 
lished in the Appendix. ` 

Mr. DAWSON. I am very much inclined to 
the opinion, Mr, President, that in making any 
very great changes in old established usage we 


| should take time to deliberate; and, as this discov- 


ery of my friend irom Kentucky [Mr. Uxner- 
woop] has now been presented to the public mind, 
i think it would be prudent to let the country con- 
sider of it from now to the time of taking the next 


; census, and we may by that time be able to com- 
| prehend it, 
| of the mode of calculation which my friend has 


I have no doubt whatever of the truth 


discovered, but I doubt the capacity of a great 
many of the people to understand it, and to make 
the calculations. Now, I think that all the ine- 
qualities of which the Senator speaks, do not exist, 
and will be found not to exist if you examine into 
the subject. He states that the cost of taking the 
census tu the State of Massachusetts is two and a 
half cents per head, while in other States it costs 
more than six cents per head. Now all that is 
true, and for this simple reason, that in. the square 
mile in the State of Massachusetts, the population is 


ii greater than in the other States to which he iefers. 
|| Massachusetts may have a population of one hun- 


thatthe assistant marshal should take it within a |: 


certain subdivision, and make up his returns and 
communicate it to the marshal, they required in 
the original bill that he should make a certificate 
at the bottom, specifying where he had performed 
his duties, and the manner in which he had per- 
formed them, and that he should make oath to 
that. 


charged his duty according to the tenor of his oath. 
We thought there was a substantial difference in 
principle; since in one case the man would be 
required to swear to particulars, and in the other, 


Now, the House propose to waive that, í 
and simply require him to declare that he had dis- i 


i 
à 
i 
if 
i 
| 
Í 
| 
i 
i 
i 


dred to the square mile, while South Carolina may 


| only have a population of twenty-five to the square 


mile. Ail these apparent inequalities, therefore, 
arise out of the comparative density or sparseness 
of the population. We all understand that thor- 
oughly. Now, there will be very lute doubt that 
in the State of Massachusetts, a census-taker®can 
take a hundred families sovner than he could in 
the States of South Carolina or Georgia take ten 
families. But we must adopt a general rule, and 
give compensation according to the amount of 
population on a square mile. That has been the 
rule which has been uniformly adopted, and when 
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ow come to carry it out you will ascertain that it |] head—just double the amount received by the mar- 


is-as nearly right as we can get it ina bill. We 


musi adopt genera! principles in legislation, or we | 


cannot progress at all; and yet it is difficult to estab- 
lish any general principle, which will not work 
unequally somewhere or other. Take, for in- 
stance, a sheriff elected for one of your counties— 
alarge county.if you please—and then take a sheriff 
elected for a town or small district, and when you 
come to tax their bills they are allowed the same 
‘costs. These are inequalities that will arise out 
of the establishment of any general principle. My 


own opinion is, therefore, that it will be the better |! 


course to adopt the amendments recommended by 
the House of Representatives, which are in con- 
formity to all the laws which have been passed 
since the foundation of the Government and the 
adoption of the Constitution; and if hereafter it is 


found that we can get a practical statement of facts | 


from the marshals and assistant marshals, we can 
then establish a system that will be more correct. 
But we have not as yet, I think, gentlemen in 
every county who are capable of understanding all 
thesə things so well as may be necessary. 

But, to avoid these inconveniences, it is said that 
these returns will be brought back to the Secretary 
of the Interior; that every county in the United 
States will have calculated for it the number of 
square miles, and the number of houses in it. 
Then, if this be so, it will require a clerk in that 
department to make a calculation of the number 
of square miles in each of the counties; and only 
consider the length of time and the amount of la- 
bor which will have to be expended in such a 
work. There might be a calculation made for 
every marshal’s district, if there be three in a 
county, or there might be a calculation for every 
twenty thousand of the population. . Bur ip would 
bea very great additional work, and might tend to 
produce much confusion. 1 think, Mr. President, 
that we had better adopt the bill ag it is, and leave 
this question of ascertaining the population by the 
square root until another ten years roll round. By 
that time I have no doubt that the subject will be 
thoroughly understood. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. I just wish to call the 


attention of the country, as my friend from Geor- | 


gia refers me to that tribunal, to the inaptness of 
the Congress of the United States to comprehend 
a plain matter of calculation. My friend seems to 
Suppose that it will take ten years for the lawgivers 
of the land to comprehend this-—— 

Mr. DAWSON. No, no; I said the people. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Well, then, my friend 
says he does not mean that members of Congress 
cannot ascertain this matter of calculation short of 
ten years, but that the people cannot. Then, sir, 
if [understand the suggestion of the honorable 
Senator trom Georgia, it is that members of Con- 
gress comprehend this thing thoroughly as | have 
explained it; they see plainly what nobody can 
deny; but they have not the moral firmness to say 
to the country, under the conviction which flashes 
on their minds, ** We have not the firmness to 


make the change, or we doubt the capacity of the || 
Hi 


people to comprehend it; and therefore we will 
leave the matter with you for ten years, that you 
may study upon it.” 

Now, Lam not willing to stultify my constitu 
ents in that way. I believe that they have the | 
capacity to see at once that there is a radical error 
in this matter; that there is a wrong, an obvious 
and palpable wrong to be remedied. Now, how | 
does my frend from Georgia get out of it? Does 
he deny a sofitary fact? [have 


* 
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the thing from the | 
Here are the facts: the 


square miles which you will find in every school |: 


gets six cents per head for performing the same ` à 
ji recommend that this amendment be concurred in | 


sort of service. And here is the marshal of Alaba- 
ma, with more people and more territory than the 
State of Mississippi, getting only three and a third 
cents per head, while the marshal of the latter 
named State receives six cents and two-thirds per 


State right alongside of Mississippi, and the mar- 
shal of Mississippi having a great deal less to do 
i than the marshalof Alabama. Nobady denies the 

fact; nobody denies the figures; but the thing is, we 


the moral firmness to do it, or we excuse ourselves 


it, and will condemn our conduct. I have no such 


case of sheriffs serving processes, &c. 
ence to our federal courts, we havea system of 
mileage which is allowed, together with the cost 
of the service of the process when you reach the 


I > - 4 - 
i| man illustrate his objection? 
i 


| . 
| Stantly passing from one end of a county to the 
| other upon a variety of service which they neces- 


|i in their case, especially where the districts are 
|i small, as where you go upon a system where labor 
|| is consumed both in making the enumeration and 
|i in traveling, both of which you can easily ascer- 
|i tain. 

{| Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I think the 
| gentleman from Georgia labors under some mis- 
apprehension in regard to the difficulty arising out 
| of this proposition, owing to the labor of ascer- 


| ferring to the original bill of the Scnate, and the 
|| atives. The amendment reads thus: 


seribed, each assistant shall receive in ail incorporated vil- 


| villages, towns, or cities, containing on an average more 
|| each hundred ; in subdivisions containing less than seventy- 
five, and more than fifty inbabitants to the square mile, 
{| $2 25 for each buadred ; in subdivisions containing Jess tuan 
| ofty, and more than twenty-five inhabitauts to the square 
| mile, $2 50 tor each hundred; in subdivisions containing 

jess tban twenty-five and more than ten inhabitants lo 
the square mile, $3 50 for each hundred ; in subdivisions 
Containing less than ten and imore than five inhabitants 
|| to the square mile, 84 50 for each bundred ; and in sulidi- 
i Visions containmg less than five inhabitants to the square 
H shall allow.” 


i) _ Thus you see the compensation to be allowed 
| #8 founded on the number of population on the 


i Square mile everywhere, except in cases where | 


| there are not five inhabitants to the square mile. 
ii This amendment is necessary to carry out the 
| bill. The question is, whether the Senate will 


i| adopt the mode of ascertaining the compensation 


i to be paid to the marshals “vy multiplying the ; 
“square root of the number of dwelling-houses `: 
‘in the division by the square root of the number ` 
j of square miles.in each division,” or whether | 


i, you will adopt the mode recommended by the 
|| House of Representatives. 


The question was then taken on concurring in | 


| the amendment, and it was not agreed to. 


| Mr. DAWSON. The amendment is evidently | 
i| not carried, and so the square root remains. 
Hi 


i [Laughter.] 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Thenext ques- 


teenth section. 


“In the courtsof the United States within the States or 


: forfeiture incurred, or before the 
i such Siate or Territories.” 


| The PRESIDING OFFICER. The committee 


judicial tribunals of any 


i by the Senate. 


i the amendment, and it was agieed to. 


i 
i 
H 
H 


are afraid of making the change; we either have not į 
on the ground that the people do not understand i 


fears myself. Well, then, how does the gentle- | 
He appeals to the | 
In refer- | 


individual upon whom it is to be served. In regard | 
|! to collecting debts in which sheriffs and other offi- | 
cers are employed, this kind of difference often |; 
arises, and there is but little trouble; but we know | 
that our executive officers in counties are con- | 


| sarily have to perform; and hence there is not the |; 
| same necessity for making allowances for trouble || 


j 

i 

ji toe $ 

| taining the number of square miles, and hence he | 
|| favors the amendment proposed by the House of | 
|, Representatives. F think 1 can show that, by re- | 
| 


amendment proposed by the House of Represent- | 


| “For every hundred inhabitants enumerated and de- i 


| lages, towns, and cities, containing more than five thousand | 
i inhabitants, $1 255 in all subdivisions not included in such ; 


than seventy-five inhabitants to the square mile, $1 75 for; 


mile, such compensation as the Secretary of the luterior ' 


tion is on the amendment proposed tothe six- i! 
The amendment is to strike out | 


Territories where such offence shal] have been com mitted or -i 


i 
t 
ii The PRESIDING OFFICER, The next. 


|! amendment is, to add to the end of the 18th sec- 


shal of Alabama for performing similar service ina || tion the following: 
H 
B 


Which shalf pass free ; and the sum of $12,000 is hereby 
! appropriated, out of any money in the Tre sury not other. 


i wise appropriated, for the purpose of covering the expense 


of transmitting the blanks and otber matter through the 
ij mail, to be paid to the Post Office Department.” 

The committee have also recommended that this 
;; amendment be concurred in by the Senate. 

The question being taken on the amendment, it 
was concurred in. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The next 
! amendment is, in the 20th section, to strike out the 
; words (in lines one and two) “as by law it is 
_ made the duty of,” and also the words “ to super- 
intend the census he,” and in line third, the word 
: “also;”? and in the fourth line, the words “ espe- 
cially to that end.”’? Also, to strike out the pro- 
viso at the end of the same section, and insert the 
following: 

“ And to enable him the hetter to discharge these duties, 
he is hereby authorized and required to appoiut a suitable 
and competent person as superintending clerk, who shall, 
under his direction, have the general management of mat- 
| ters appertaining thereto, with the privilege of franking and 
receiving, free of charge, all official documents and letiers 
connected therewith; and the said secretary shail also ap- 


F 

| point such clerks and other officers as may be necessary 
| from time to time for the eficient management of said ser- 
| vice. And the compensation to be allowed and paid to the 
i officers connected with the census office shall be as tohows: 
i For the superintending clerk 500 per anuun in fall for 
| his services; and for other tants and clerks, the com- 
' pensation usually paid for similar services, to be fixed and 
| allowed by the Secretary of the Interior: Provided, That no 
| salary to a subordinate clerk under this section, shall exceed 
i the sum of $1,003 per annum. The blanks and preparatory 
printing for taking the census shall be prepared and exe- 
cuted under the direction of the census board; the other 
printing hereafter to be executed as Congres shali direct.” 


The committee, in their report, recommend the 
l; concurrence of the Senate in this amendment, 
i Mr. SEWARD. How will the section read 


| now, sir? . 

The Secretary then read the section as proposed 
to be amended as follows: 

Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
the Interior is also hereby required to carry into effect the 
provisions of this act, and to provide blanks and distribute 
‘| the same among the marshals, so that the enumeration may 


:‘! commence on the first day of June next, and be taken with 
‘| reference to that day in eoch and every district and subdi- 
' vision of districts; to draw up and distribute at the same 
time printed instructions, defining and explaining the duties 
| of such as collect the statisties, and the Jimits by whieh 
i such duties are circumscribed,in a clear and intelligible 
i; Manner; to see also that all due diligence is employed by 
i| the marshals and assistants to make return of their respect- 
|! ive doings completed, at the times herein preseribed; and 
' further, as the returns are so made, to cause the same to be 
classified and arranged in the best and most convenient 
manner for use, and lay the same before Congress at the 
next session thereof: And to enable him the better to dis- 
charge these duties. he is hereby authorized aud required to 
appoint a suitable and competent person as superintending 
clerk, who shall, under his direction, have the general man- 
agement of matters appertaining thereto, with the privilege 
of franking and reeviving, free of charge, alt official docu- 
i ments and letters connected therewith; and the said Secre- 
l: tary shall also appoint such clerks and other officers as may 
be necessary, from time to time, for the efficient manage- 
ment of said service. And the compensation to be alowrd 
and paid to the officers connected with the Census oftice 
shall be as follows: For the superintending clerk, two 
thousand five hundred dollars per annum, in fill for his 
services; and for other assistants and clerks, the con,pensa- 
tion usually paid for similar services, to be fixed and allowed 
by the Secretary of the Lnterior: Provided, That no salary 
to a subordinate clerk under this section shah exceed the 
sum of one thousand dollars peranutuun The tlanks and 
preparatory printing for taking the census shall be prepared 
and executed under the Census Board; the other printing 
hereafter to be executed as Congress shall direct. 


The question was then taken on the amendment, 
and it was concurred in. 


 ThePRESIDING OFFICER. Thenext amend- 


ment is to strike out the 2lst section, and in tis 
amendment the committee recommend the concur- 
rence of the Senate. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Thenextamend- 
|; ment is to strike out the 23d section. The com- 
| mittee have reported against the amendment of the 
i House striking out this section, 
| The question being taken on the amendment, it 
was not agrecd to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The next amend- 
ment relates to the 24th section, and is to strike out 
: the tables in the Senate till and insert the schedules 


2 1,2,3,4,5,and6. Thecommittee report against 


: Striking out. 
The question being taken on the adoption of the 


ij rr . . ji amendment, and a division being called for, there 
| The question was then taken on con ye 5 . S i 
f q n concurring in | were, for the amendment 8; noes not counted. 


So 
the amendment was not concurred in. , 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
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now is on the amendment proposed at the end of 
the bill. There are several sections, and the 
question. will be taken on the first of those sec- 
tions. 

The several additional sections were read by the 
Secretary, as follows: 


SEC. —. And be it further enacted, That if no other law | 


be passed providing for the taking of the eighth, or any sub- | 
sequent census of the United States, on or before the first | 


day sf January of any year, when, by the Constitution of 


the United States, any future enumeration of the inhabitants | 


thereof is required to be taken, such census shall, in all 
things, be taken and completed according to the provisions 
of this act. 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That from and after } 


the third day of Mareh, one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-three, the House of Representatives shall be composed 
of two hundred and thirty-three members, to be apportioned 
among the several States in the manner directed in the next 
section of this act. i 


Sec. — And be it further enacted, That so soon as the | 
next and each subsequent enumeration of the inhabitants of | 
the several States directed by the Constitution of the United | ? A i 
States to be taken, shall be completed avd returned to the ! state that the bill provides that where the fraction 


office of the Department of the Interior, it shalt be the duty | 


of the Secretary of the Interior to ascertain the aggregate 
representative population of the United States, by adding 
to the whole number of free persons in all the States, in- 
cluding those bound to service for a term of years, and ex- 
cluding Indians not taxed, three-fifths of all other persons; 
which aggregate population he shall divide by the number 
233, and the product of such division, rejecting any fraction 
ofa unit, ifany such happen to remain, shail be the ratio 
or rule of apportionment of representatives among the sev- 


eral States under such enumeration; and the said Seeretary | 


of the Department of the Interior shall then proceed in the 


same manner to ascertain the representative population of | 


each State, and to divide the whole number of the repre- 


sentative population of each State by the ratio already de- | 


termined by him äs above directed , and the product of this 
last division shall be the number of R-presentatives appor- 
tioned to such State under the then last enumeration: Pro- 


vided, That the loss in the number of members caused by | 


the fractions remaining in the several States, on the division 
of the population thereof, shall be compensated for by 
assigning to so marfy States having the largest fractions one 
additional member each for its fraction as may be necessary 


to make the whole number of Representatives 233: And | 


provided also, That if, after the apportionment of the Repre- 
sentatives under the next or any subsequent census, a new 
State or States shall be admitted into the Union, the Repre- 
sentative or Representatives a-signed to such new State or 


States shall be in addition to the number of Representatives | 


herein above limited; which éxeess of Representatives over 
two hundred and thirty-three shall only continue until the 
next succeeding apportionment of Representatives under the 
next succeeding census, 

Sec. — And be it further enucted, That when the De- 
partment of the Interior shall have apportioned the Repre- 
sentatives, in the manner above directed, among the several 
States under the next or auy subsequent enumeration of the 
inhabitants of the United States, he shall as soon as practi- 
cable make out and transmit, under the seal of his office, to 
the House of Representatives a certificate of the number 
of members apportioned to each State under the then last 
enumeration; and shall likewise make out and transmit 
without delay to the executive of each State a certificate 
ander his seal of office of the number of members appor- 
tioned to such State, under such last enumeration. 

Sec. —. And be it furiher enacted, That the Secretary of 


the Interior, in his instructions to the marsbals, shall direct į 


that the statistics in regard to all other descriptions of hemp, 
not embraced in the denomination of dew and water-rotted, 
shall be taken and estimated in the returns. 

Amend the title of the bill by striking out all after the word 
& seventh,” and inserting “and subsequent censuses of the 
United States, and to fix the number of the members of the 
House of Representatives, and provide for their future ap- 
portionment among the several States,” 


The question was then taken, and the first addi- 
tional section was concurred in. 


The question then recurred on the second addi- | 


tional section. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I am instructed, | 


by the committee, Mr. President, to move to 
strike out the words * thirty-three,” so that it 
will read ‘two hundred’? instead of “two 
hundred and thirty-three.” — 1 will not go into 
that question at this moment at all, but I wish 
to say that my own inclination is rather in favor 
of the proposition which has been made by the 
House; and, while 1 say this, I propose ‘two 
hundred,” having now no provision of the law in 
regard to the matter. I would rather prefer the 
proposition made by the House, because I have a 
feeling that some deference ought to be paid to the 
opinion of the Efouse in regard to the regulation 
and fixing of the numbers of its members. 

Mr. HALE. I wish to ask whether, in case 
the words ‘thirty-three’? be stricken out, it will 
not be in order to move that the number be two 
hundred and fifty?” 
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| 
| 
| 
| 
l 


| sentation, by some fifteen or twenty representa- 


| ter avoided. Not expecting, however, by any 


The PRESIDING. OFFICER. It will be in 
order, ; ne 

Mr. HALE. Then I move to strike out the \ 
words “ thirty-three” with the view of inserting : 
the word “ fifty.” 

Mr. SEWARD. I will inquire whether jt will 
not be in order after this motion, if it should 
be lost, to move to strike out the whole number 
with the view of jnserting another number. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will be in 
order to move to strike out the whole number. 

Mr. SEWARD. Then shall vote against the 1 
motion to strike out “ thirty-three,” with the view 
of reserving the right hereafter to move to strike 
out the whole number and insert another number. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I will not detain the 
Senate. I merely rise to say that the committee 
thought two hundred would be better for legisla- 
tive purposes than a larger number; and I wish to 


exceeds the ratio of representation, there shall be 
a representative for the fraction where they èx- | 
ceed a moiety of the ratio. And if you retain in 
the bill the number ‘* two hundred,” there willbe, 
in consequence of these fractions, a larger repre- 


tives, for the representative fractions. That, and 
the admission of new members for new States, 
which we have a right to contemplate as by-and- 
by asking for admission into the Union, have 
induced the committee to recommend the reduc- 
tion of the number to ‘*two hundred.”? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Irise to say, Mr. 
President, that I shall vote for retaining the num- | 
ber agreed upon by the House of Representatives, 
because J look upon this as a mere matter of opin- 
ion which the next Congress may choose to set 
aside; and, being a mere matter of opinion as to | 
what size the House of Representatives shall be, 
orrather of how many members it shall be com- 
posed, I hold it to be more competent for the 
House of Representatives to judge on such a mat- 
ter than we can be. I therefore intend to vote for 
their recommendation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
ison the amendment proposed by the committee 
to the amendment of the House of Representa- 
tives; that is, to strike out the words *‘ thirty- 
three. ” 

The yeas and nays having been demanded and ! 
ordered, there were for the amendment as follows: |! 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Berrien, Borland, | 
Bright, Dawson, Rimore, Hunter, Mangum, Marton, Sebas- |; 
tian, Shields, Underwood, Wales, Whitcomb, and Yulee 
—i7. 

NAYS— Messrs, Baldwin, Bradbury, Chase, Clarke, Clay, 
Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of Mississippi, Dayton, Diek- 
inson, Dodge of Wisconsin, Douglas, Downs, Foote, Hale, 
Houston, Jones, King, Miller, Norris, Pratt, Rusk, Seward, 
Smith, Soulé, Spruance, Sturgeon, aud Walker—27. 


So the amendment of the committee was not 
agreed to. f 
The question then recurred on the amendment 

of the House. 

Mr. CHASE. I admit that there is some force 
in the suggestion made by the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi, [Mr. Davis,] that some deference is to 
be paid to the number which the House has fixed | 


NAYS—Messrs, Atchison, Badger, Bell, Berrien, Bor- 
land, Bradbury, Bright, Clarke, Corwin, Davis of Massachu- 
setts, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Dayton, Douglas, 
Downs, Elmore, Foote, Greene, Houston, Hunter, Jones, 
King, Mangum, Miller, Morton, Norris, Pratt, Rusk, Se- . 
bastian, Shields, Soulé, Spruance, Sturgeon, Underwood, 
Wales, Walker, Whitcomb, and Yulee—38. 

So the amendment was lost. 

Mr. HALE. I have one more amendment to 


propose, in the hope that it may commend itself 


i to the favor of the Senate, and that is to strike out 


Saa and insert **50,’" so as to make the number 
50. 

l will not occupy the attention of the Senate 
more than two minutes. I believe a measure like 
this to be popular with the people. The people 
demand larger representation. I will relate to the 
Senate an anecdote connected with the proceed- 
ings of the Convention that framed the Constitu- 
tion in regard to this matter of representation. It 
is historically true that, when the Convention 
closed its labors, the ratio of representation under 
the Constitution had been fixed at one representa- 
tive for forty thousand inhabitants. The President 
of that Convention, George Washington, rose, 
and, departing from the usual course of presiding 
officers, stated that he believed that a larger repre- 
sentation than had been given would be more ac- 
ceptable to the people of the United States; and 
after the labars of the Convention were over, at 


| the suggestion of Washington, thirty thousand 


was inserted instead of forty thousand. I believe,- 
moreover, that in those States where there is a 
large representative body, it would be a most diffi- 
cult thing to procure the passage of an amendment 
to reduce the representation. In my own State 
the popular branch numbers nearly three hundred, 
and the same may be said, I believe, of the State 
of Massachusetts. The people of the country 
will be vastly better pleased with a House of two 
hundred and fifty than with a smaller number. I 
shall not detain the Senate by asking for the yeas _ 
and nays. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I have voted against any 


| change in the number fixed by the House of Rep- 
| resentatives. 


I might, perhaps, have fixed a dif- 
ferent number, had it been my province to have 
acted on this question first; but Í would suggest 
whether, after the House has fixed the number 
for themselves, relating to their own body, it is 
not better—if that number is not very unreasona- 
ble—more courteous, more appropriate, that we 
should adhere to the number which they have 
fixed. It relates to their own body, and if there 
is any act of legislation in which we should con- 
form to their wishes, it strikes me, itis the number 
of persons of which their own body shall be com- 
posed. For this reason I shall vote against any 
change and against any number differing from that 
prescribed by the House. 

Mr. HALE. At the last census, when the ap- 
portionment was to be fixed, the House of Repre- 
sentatives fixed upon something like three hun- 


| dred as the number, preserving to each State the 


number of representatives it possessed, and making 
allowance for the increasing population in some 
of the States. The Senate then had no such deli- 
cacy as that which governs the Senator from Ili- 


for itself; but, at the same time, it scems to me ) 
that this body, when called upon to concur in the |; 


views of the House, has a judgment of its; own | 
to exercise. I am very clearly of opinion that ji 
the interests of the whole community are best at- 
tended to when the number of Representatives is || 
large. I prefer, therefore, a larger number. I[ :! 
think that in a House of a larger number not only | 


sented, but influences of every kind would be bet- 


remarks that I could make to change the minds of 
any Senators, and concluding that every Senator’s 
mind is already made up, I will move to strike out 
+233, and insert “300;” and on that motion I ask 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays being taken, resulted as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Baldwin, Chase, Clay, Dickinson, Dodge 
of Wisconsin, Dodge of Iowa, Hale, Seward, and Smith—9. 


ij 
ould every interest of the community be repre- i 
Sia X y ' 1 amendment, it was negat 


nois, [Mr. Dovugias,] but reduced the number 
rom three hundred to two hundred and thirty.. T 


: do not think it would be showing any disrespect 


to the House to adopt this amendment, nor do I 


‘think that any more is to be yielded to the House 


upon this question than upon every question which 
comes here requiring the concurrence of both 
branches of Congress. 

The question being taken on Mr. Haun’s 
ived, and the amendment 
of the House was concurred in. 

The next section adopted by the House was 

ssed with slight verbal amendments. 

Mr. HUNTER. I move to reconsider the vote 
by. which the following amendment from the 
House has been adopted: 

“ Sec. 17, line 3, strike out all after the word ‘enforced,? 
and insert the words.“in the courts of the United States 
‘within the States or Territories where such offences shail 
‘have heen committed or forfeiture incurred, or before the 
‘judicial tribunals of any such State or Territories.’ ? 
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the vote, to move to strike out the words ‘or be- 
fore the judicial tribunals of any such State or 
Territories.” F understand that some of the State 
tribunals have decided that it is unconstitutional 


to impose upon them any such duty, and, desiring | 


to avoid any such conflict as immaterial and un- 
necessary, | shall move to strike out these words 
if the Senate shall agree to reconsider their vote, 
Mr. BADGER. I would suggest to the gen- 
tleman from Virginia that itis scarcely necessary 
to make the amendment. Where the courts of 
- the States will take the jurisdiction, the jurisdiction 
can be asserted by them; where they will not, 
there’is no harm done by the words being left in 
the bill, 


Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. This difficulty li 


did rot escape the attention of the commitee, 
They arrived very. much at the conclusion which 
has just been stated by the gentleman from North 
Carolina, [Mr. Bapcer.] Jurisdiction is given to 
the courts of the United States, and also to the 
State courts. We suppose that the question might 
be raised whether or not the States could take 
such jurisdiction and exercise it, but inasmuch as 
the courts of the United States are open for the 
prosecutions, we thought there was no harm if any 


person were to try the experiment in the courts of 


the State. 
Mr. HUNTER. I have simply to say that 
in some of the States, and I believe in my own 


State, the highest tribunals have decided that it is: 


unconstitutional to impose upon them such duties, 
as the State tribunals have no right to enforce the 
penal Jaws of the United States. As there 


as this might be regarded as the assertion of a 


principle and is of no use, | would prefer, if those |: 


having charge of the bill have no objection, that 
it should be-siricken out. i 
The motion to reconsider the vote having been 


carried, Mr. Hunter moved to strike out the 


words of which he had given notice. 
Mr. BALDWIN expressed his concurrence in 


the views taken by the gentleman from Virginia, 
[Mr Hunrer ] ‘The Supreme Court of his (Mr. | 
B ’s) own State (Connecticut) had made a similar 


„décision to that referred to by the honorable Sen- 
tor. 
. Mr. BADGER suggested that it would be suf- 
cient to strike out the words * State or.” 


Mr. HUNTER. There are no courts in the 


Territories, excepting those of the United States. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I do not understand the rea- 


son for striking out the words “ or Territories.” 


Mr. HUNTER. That has already been pro- | 


vided for. 

Mr. Hunrer’s amendment was carried, and the 
amendment of the House as amended was then 
concurred in. 

The remaining additional sections were then 
concurred in. 

Tie last amendment of the House was then 
agreed to. It was as follows: “ Amend the title 
of the bill by striking out all after the word ‘ sev- 
enth,’ and inserting ‘and subsequent censuses of 
the United States, and to fix the number of the 
members of the House of Représentatives, and 
provide for their future apportionment among the 
several States.’ ? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I wish now to 
amend schedule ane, which gives the names of the 


inhabitants,and the profession, occupation, or trade į 


of each male person over fifteen years of age, by 
inserting in the caption of the column * designa- 
ting all pensioners of the United States.” The 
object of the amendment is to obtain full and cor- 
rect informatien of all pensioners, and to answer 
the charge sometimes mate that persons remain on 
the pension list after they have ceased to exist. 


Mr. DAVES, of Massachusetts, suggested that 
there would be more room to insert the words pro- 
posed at the head of the column, for “ deaf, dumb, 


blind, insane, idiotic,” &c. 
Mc. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 
honorable chairman of the committee that I saw 
there was more room in that column, but 1 did 
not like the company. Pensioners of the United 
States become so by honorable service, and | 
would rot class them with the unfortunate or with 
the vicious. 
column. 
Mr. CHASE. Have we not already disagreed to 
the amendments of the House to that amendment? 


It is my purpose, if the Senate will reconsider ` 


is | 
some difference of opinion upon this point, and | 


Twill say to the 


I object to the company in that | 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is not in 
| order to amend the original bill; you can only take 
up the amendments of the House. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Then I move to 
” reconsider the vote by which the Senate disagreed 
-to- the amendments of the House in schedule 1, 
: with a view to move this amendment. 
Me. DAVIS, of Massachuseus. I would sug- 
ii gest to the Senator from Mississippi that he would 
i get over the difficulty by consenting to insert his 
it amendment in the column to which I have re- 
= ferred, along with the “deaf, dumb, blind, in- 
i sane,” &e. 
ii Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. The same point 
i! of order would apply to that amendment. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senate 
!| cannot take up the original bill and amend it. 
The only question is on the amendments of the 
‘| House. 
‘| The motion to reconsider the vote disagreeing 
| with the amendments of the House in schedule one, 
|| was then carried. 
i Mr. BADGER. 
| Mississippi whether we are not likely to get into 
: some confusion with regard to this bill? and 
i whether the amendment proposed is deemed by 
ii him of so much importance as to run any hazard 
| or produce any difficulty about it? 
| Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I suppose it would 
“not be worth running any hazard about, but I do 
; not see that we run any hazard. The House has 
stricken out the Senate’s amendments inserted in 
! the schedules, and inserted new schedules. I now 
propose to agree to schedule one, as amended by 
the House, and to strike out the rest, in order that 
ii we may then amend schedule number one. 
!) Mr. UNDERWOOD. I rise to ascertain wheth- 
cer, by the reconsideration of the question now, we 
| reopen the question of adopting the tables reported 
| by the House in lieu of the Senate’s tables. Be- 
l: fore the question is taken, it seems to me that the 
ii Senator from Mississippi has a right to move to 
i: amend the table of the House, as he proposes, 
‘and if the amendment to the first schedule pre- 
vails, the question will ther be on inserting the 
l: amended schedule. 
i The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair has 
‘stated the point twice. 
| Mr. UNDERWOOD. Then I ask the Senator 
| from Mississippi what his amendment is? 
| Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. To amend the 
| caption of the seventh column of schedule number 
one, by adding the words ‘designating all pen- 
sioners of the United States.” 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. 


ii 
it 


H 


i difficulty. 


|; the table so amended in lieu of the schedule num- 


i. bered one adopted by the FJouse;and we can refuse | 


|: to insert schedules two, three, four, five, and so 
li forth, if the question is susceptible of division. 

i 

i} difficulty about it; the Chair has stated it over and 
ii over again. 
i Mississippi. 

io Mr. DAWSON. Will the Senate permit me 
|: to make a suggestion as to what lies at the font of 
all our difficulties. We are now exactly where 
: we were when the bill went to the House. The 
House of Representatives adopted, with some 
material alterations, the schedules of the Board of 
i Census. Wo,as l understand it, by your proceed- 


| ings here to-day, have rejected that amendment of 


|, the House of Representatives, and insist upon the 
schedules as they went from this body. Am I 


i 
‘ 


t right? 
i Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, Yes, certainly. 
t 

| to the point where we first commenced. 
i schedules of the Board of Census are now in the 


t 
\ 
| 
| 
| 


į Paper snitable to them has been purchased. 


i not adhere to the amendments made by the Rouse 
i of Representatives, for the purpose of saving all 
ji the blanks which have been heretofore printed, and 
iall the naper which has been contracted for, or 


i 
[i 


| 


which have been made and begin anew? If, then, 
there is nothing very material in the difference be- 
tween the two, let us go for the amendments of the 


I would ask the Senator from i! 


Well, Mr. President, it | 
‘seems to me that that might be done without any ;; 
If you amend the caption of the column : 
| as proposed, then the question is, shall we insert | 


| The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is no i: 


The question now is on adopting i 
| the amendment proposed by the Senator from |: 


Mr. DAWSON. Well, now this brings us back | 
These !: 


i hands of the printers and are partly printed, and | 


Now, |} 
the question on reconsideration is, whether we will | 


_ whether we will throw away all the provisions | 


The Senator 


Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. 
from Georgia was not here when the bill was ma- 
tured, and, therefore, he is not quite as well in- 
formed as are those of us who went through with 


it, in regard to the actual state of the facts. It 
appeared then, by evidence satisfactory to every- 
body, that the chief part of the printing had been 
done upon the first two tables, and that little had 
been done upon the others, except by way of ex- 
periment. We adopted, substantially, four of the 
tables of the Census Board; but we thought that 
the tables of agriculture and industry prepared by 
the committee on the census were superior in many 
respects; and for that reason the Senate adopted 
these two. Well, the House first struck out these 
tables; but they afterwards restored them almost 
in the same form. Schedule ore relates to the 


i 
i 
i 
H 
i 
i 
} 
ij 
re 
a 
t 
| 
i 
i 
| 
| 
i 
: 
i 
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| white population, and schedule two to the slave 
| population. Into the second of these they put two 
| amendments, to which | will now call the attention 
\ Let us see what they are. They 


| of the Senate. 

i inserted two additional columns, one for the num- 

| ber of fugitive slaves, and another for the num- 

| ber of slaves manumitted. They inserted these 

l amendments, having first determined to disregard 
1 


|| the fact of a number of these tables having been 
already printed. 

The table relating to the products of industry 
they left substantially as it went from here. The 
tables on agriculture and social statistics the 
changed, and changed substantially, for the tables 
which we had rejected as being inferior. That is 
the precise position in which the case stands. Four 
| of the tables are substantially the same as they 
|! went from here. With the slight amendments in 
| the second table which I have read, they are iden- 
! 

i 


| tically the same tables which went from the Senate. 
| Well, now, the Senate has already decided, by the 
| vote which we are now reconsidering, that they 
; will adhere to the tables which were reported by 
| the committee of the Senate, and put into the bill. 
| If it were worth while to occupy time, F think I 
i could satisfy the Senator from Georgia that the 
; agricultural and social tables adopted by the Sen- 
|; ate are much better than those adopted as an 
amendment by the Flouse. Another reason for 
adopting these tables is, that in those of the House 
the columns are so narrow that they would not 
contain the quantity of figures that would be 
desirable, without creating confusion in the statis- 
tics. 1 hope, under these circumstances, that the 
Senate will adhere to its vote, and that the Senator 
i. from Georgia, if he has any prejudices in favor of 


‘| the other tables, will yield them, and allow us to 
i; adopt these. 
' Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Iam sorry that 
; my amendment should have given rise to this de- 
bate. I merely wished toamend the table as it 
{i stood for a practical purpose, in order to obtain a 
species of information which F thought was desir- 
i able; but it seems that this stereotype must get up 
what I will not call a stereoty pe debate, concerning 
| the cost of the paper, printing, and stereotyping, 
| and the relative merits of the tables of the census 
; committee and of the Census Board. 1 had no such 
purpose, and should. be sorry to be drawn into any 
f such controversy. I hope that, ifthe amendment I 
| suggested has any merit, the committee of confer- 
i! ence will consider it; and I now ask leave to with- 
| draw it. 

; The amendment waa accordingly withdrawn; 
and the question being taken, the Senate disagreed 
i, to the amendment of the House. 

|; On motion, the Senate then proceeded to the 
' consideration of executive business; and, after 


i 
i 
i 


“ATIVES., 
Wenonespay, May 15, 1850. 

TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. ROBBINS asked and obtained leave to in- 


.; troduce a resolution, which was read for informa- 
uon, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 


is 
| 
f 
|i strueted to inquire into the expediency of giving to all eivil 


$ 
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officers of the navy, arelative or assimilated rank; also 
into the expediency of revising the rules and regulations for 
the government of the navy, approved April 23, 1830, and to 
report such a modification of said rules as the committee 
may think proper and judicious, either by bill or otherwise. 

The question was taken and the resolution was 
adopted. 


BUNDELCUND, &c. 


Mr. STANLY asked leave to make a report 
from the select committee. appointed a few days 
since on his motion. 

The SPEAKER. The report will be read for 
information to the House. 

Objection was made to the reception of the re- 

ort. 

Mr. STANLY. 
this morning? 

The SPEAKER. Itis the first business in order 
this morning. 

Mr. STANLY. Very well. 

_ The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the com- 
mittees for reports, and having reached the select 
committees— i 

Mr. STANLY, from the select committee upon 

the subject, reported the following“resolution, viz: 


Resolsed, That the committee. appointed May 6, 1850, to 
inquire what persons holding office under the late Adininia- 
tration were correspondents of newspapers, &c., be author- 
ized to employ a clerk, and have power to send for persons 
and papers, 


Mr. HIBBARD moved the following amend- 
ment to the resolution reported by the committee: 


“ And that the said committee be instructed to inquire, 
upon the examination of such persons and papers, and re- 
port whether, during the tast presidential canvass, any letter 
or letters written by General Taylor were, at any time, in 
the possession of Abbot Lawrence, of Massachusetts, Tru- 
man Smith, of Connecticut, or any other person, to the effeet 
that General Taylor was in favor of the Wilmot proviso, 
and, ifelected President, would approve any territorial bill 
which should be passed, containing said proviso; and if so, 
what were the precise contents of such letter or letters; and 
whether General Taylor, while holding an office under the 
Government of the United States, wrote any letters which 
were published in the newspapers, tending or designed to 
promote the election of said Taylor to the Presidency of the 
United States; and if.so, what were the contents of said 
letters.” 


Mr. STANLY said, the resolution which he 
had reported had this morning been unanimously 
ordered by the committee to be reported—the gen- 
tleman from New Hampshire being present. It 
seemed to him not exactly proper to attach to a 
resolution of that character, relating to business 
already before the House, an amendment of that 
kind. If gentlemen on the other side of the House 
desired to. bring charges against the President, or 
anybody else, about the Wilmot proviso, he ob- 
jected to their referring them to a committee com- 
posed of a majority of the friends of this Admin- 
istration. He had no idea of gentlemen saying 
that the friends of the President had smothered 
these inquiries. Let them refer them to a commit- 
tee of five Democrats and four Whigs, ‘and then, 
he said, “lay on, Macduff!’’—but let them not 
send anything of this kind to this committee, that 
they might hereafter say that the friends of the 
President had shielded him. Let gentlemen refer 
these, or any other charges they saw fit to make, 
to their own friends, and gentlemen on his side of 
the House would vote for raising as many com- 
mittees as were asked, and challenge any and 
every investigation which was desired on the other 
side. 

Mr. HIBBARD said he,had assented in com- 
mittee that the chairman should report this resolu- 
tion to the House, although he was not originally 
in favor of instituting this investigation, relating, 
as he thought it did, to matters which were trivial 
and unimportant for any purposes of legislation. 
The time of the House could now be more profita- 
bly employed about other things; but as the in- 
vestigation was to be had he would place no ob- 
stacle in its way. He believed this to be the 
disposition of members generally on this side of 
the House. He would rather afford additional 
tacilities, and enlarge the field of the proposed ex- 

loration. He would inquire into the alleged mis- 
deeds of the highest officers of Government, as 
wellas of clerks, auditors, and commissioners of 
patents. The results to be derived from such a 
search must be more important than from one con- 
fined to the acts of minor and subordinate officers. 

If it was a crime for clerks in office under the 
late Administration to write letters designed, to 
defeat General Taylor asa candidate for the Pres- 
idency, he conceived that it was as great an offence, 
as well as less modest, for General Taylor, while 


Is the call for reports in order 


holding an important military office under the 
same Administration, to write letters designed to 
secure his own election. -Charges were made 
from various quarters that both these things had 
been done. If one of them was to be investigated, 
let not the other be omitted. He trusted that 
gentlemen on the other side of the House, intol- 
erant of the interference of office holders in elec- 
tions as he knew them to be, would go for this 
amendment. y . 

He did not deem the political complexion of 
the committee at all important. It was not mate- 
rial whether a majority’ were Whigs or Demo- 
crats. It was enough that they were able and 
honest men. He was therefore inclined to waive 
the supposed advantage proffered by the gentle- 
man from North Carolina, of having a Demo- 
cratic committee for the purposes contemplated by 
this amendment. He was willing to trust the 
business in the hands of the able chairman of the 
select committee. The gentleman had asked of 
the Speaker that his committee should consist of a 
majority of Whigs. It was so constituted. He 
(Mr. H.) made no objection to it on that account. 

He thought objection could not be taken to the 
amendment as not akin to the resolution offered 
this morning. It simply assigned the use, or one 
of the uses which should be made of the persons 
and papers to be sent for—it directed the nature of 
the examination to.be made of them. 

Mr. BAYLY. J have but one objection to the 
amend ment of the gentleman from New Hampshire, 
and that is, as this inquiry seems to have been in- 
stituted in the first instance to enlighten history as 
to the author of certain public productions—“ Bun- 
deleund” for instance—I think it would be a mach 
more interesting inquiry, (and I regret that my 
friend’s amendment did not go to that extent,) as to 
the authorship of those letters he refers to, signed 
by General Taylor. 

But, this aside, I am entirely opposed to this 
resolution. There are but two standing commit- 
tees of this House that have clerks. These two 
committees are overburdened with details of busi- 
ness; they are the Committce of Claims and the 
Committee of Ways and Means. This House has 
refused to give a clerk to the Committee on Com- 
merce, which has before it a great mass of impor- 
tant business connected with the business of Con- 
gress; and when you refuseclerks to your standing 
committees, who have important duties connected 
with.our legislation, are you to giveaclerk to sucha 
committee as this, raised to inquire into the author- 
ship of Bundelcund? Why, this special com- 
mittee 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD, (interposing.) T would 
like to inquire of the gentleman whether the select 
committee on the Galphin claim has a clerk? 

Mr. BAYLY. I was about to remark, that the 
special committee on the Galphin claim has no 
clerk; the special committee, raised on motion of 
my friend from Ilinois, (Mr. Ricnarpson,] has no 
clerk, and I see no necessity for giving this com- 
mittee a clerk. 

I am opposed to the second clause of this resolu- 
tion. I think that this power to send for persons 
and papers is a very delicate power indeed; it is | 
one that ought to be very cautiously exercised. 
And being opposed to the whole matter, I move to 
lay the resolution on the table. 

The yeas and nays were asked and refused. 

The question was taken, and decided in the 
negative—ayes 60, noes 80. 

So the resolution was not laid on the table. 

The question recurred on the amendment of Mr. 
Hisar. 

Mr. CAMPBELL desired to offer an amend- 
ment. l 

Mr. PRESTON KING rose to a point of order, | 


and objected to the amendment of the gentleman 


from New Hampshire, [Mr. Hipparp,] as irrele- |: 


vant to the object for which the committee wasin- | 
stituted, and out of order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
the amendment of the gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire is notin order. At the time the amendment | 
was offered, the original resolution under which 
the committee was appointed was not before the 
Chair. It was sent for, for the purpose of examin- 
ing the question, and the Chair thinks that the ; 
amendment of the gentleman from New Hamp- | 
shire has no relevancy to the original resolution of 
the gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. STANLY,] 


i 


and is therefore out of order. 


| 
f 
i 
i 


i nell, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, Hi 


| Shepperd, 


Mr. CAMPBELL. Then I move the amend- 
ment which I have sent to the Clerk as an original 
amendment; and F ask-to have it read. - 

It was read, as follows: ; 

& And that said committee inquire and report what wêre, 
the opinions of General Cass prisr to the election of 1848, 
on. the constitutional. power of Congress to improve rivers 
and harbors, and whether the “noise and confusion”? still 
prevents him from making his opinions known; and that 
said committee further inquire and report what is the true 
construction of the letter of Mr. Polk to Mr. Kane-on the 
subject of protection.” ; : 

Mr. PRESTON KING renewed the point of 
order against this amendment, which he had made 
upon the amendment of Mr. Hipparp, ` 

The SPEAKER sustained the point of order, 
and ruled the amendment out of order on the 
ground of irrelevancy. 


Mr. FEATHERSTON asked for the reading of 


' the original resolution reported this morning. 


lt was read accordingly. 

Mr. FEATHERSLON moved to amend the 
resolution by striking out the words “and be au- 
thorized to employ a clerk.” 
bs The amendment having been announced by the 

hair— 

Mr. FEATHERSTON said he had no objec- 
tion to the adoption of thia resolution, if it was 
amended in the way be proposed; but he could 
see no reason why this especial select committee 
should be allowed the privilege of a clerk, when 
other select committees, who have quite as much 
labor on their hands and quite as much business 
before them, should not have the same privilege. 
He was himself a member of one of these select 
committees, which had been sitting for three or 
four weeks, had labored as much and done as 
much business as this committee. But they had 
been without the services of a clerk, and they had 
never made any application for one. He there- 
fore saw no sufficient reason for allowing a clerk 
to this particular commitiee. If a clerk was to be 
granted to one of these select committees, he de- 
sired that it should be granted to all. He was op 


| posed to the principle of favoritism which wou 


grant privileges to one committee to the exclusion 
of all others. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, remarking that he be- 
lieved this House did not wish to hear a long des 
bate upon this question, and that everybody’s mind 
was made up. moved the previous question. 

Mr. CLEVELAND gave notice that he should 
call the yeas and nays when the question came to 
be taken. 

Mr. KAUFMAN rose to a question of ‘order, 
and inquired if this report from a select committee 
was in order this morning? 

The SPEAKER. Reports of committees were 
in order; the special committees were called, and 
the gentleman from North Carolina made this re- 
port in order. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered—being first on the 
amendment of Mr. FEATHERSTON. 

Mr. CLEVELAND demanded the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and decided in 
the affirmatives—yeas 104, nays 60; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Anderson, Ashe, Averett, 
Basly, Bingham, Bissell, Bocock, Booth, Bowlin, Boyd, 
A.G. Brown, Buel, Burt, Joseph Cable, Gcorg® A. Caldwell, 
Joseph P. Cald» ell, Cainpbell, Cartter, Cleveland, W. R. W. 
Cobb, Coleock, Conger, Deberry, Dimmick, Disney, Feath- 
erston, Fiteh, Fuller, Gentry, Gerry, Gorman, Gott, Grin- 
fan, Isham 
G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Hanis, Hibbard, 
Hilliard, Hoagland, Holladay, Howard, Hubbard, Banter, 
Inge, Joseph W. Jackson, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Jobn- 
son, Jones, Julian, Kaufman, Preston King, La Sère, Lit- 
tlefield, Job Mann, Marshall, Mason, McClernand, Me- 
Donald, MeLanahan, Robert M. MeLane, McMullen, Me- 
Queen, Meade, Miller, Millson, Morris, Morse, Olds, Orr, 
Outlaw, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Potter, Powell, Risley, Rob- 
bins, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Alexander H. Stephens, Stetson, Strong, S weetser, Thomas, 
Jacob Thompson, Toombs, Venabie, Vinton, Waldo, Wal- 
lace, Watkins, Wentworth, Whittlesey, Wood, and Wood- 
ward—I104, 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Bennett, Bowie, Briggs, Bur- 
rows, Chester Buller, Thomas B. Butler, Calvin, Casey, 
Chandler, Clingman, Corwin, Crowell, Doty, Dunean, 
Nathan Evans, Fowler, Gould, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, 
Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Howe, Williain T. Jackson, 
Daniel P. King, George G, King, James G. King, Jom A. 
King, Horace Mann, Mattesou, McKissock, Moore, Morton, 
Nelson, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Phaaix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, 
Reynolds, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Scheuck, Schoolcraft, 
Sprague, Stanly, Richard H. Stanton, Jehu B. 
Tiompson, Tuck, Underhill, Van Dyke, Williams, Wilson, 
and W inthrop—6v. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 
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The question then recurred on the adoption of 
the resolution, as thus amended. 

Mr. SCHENCK said, he did not care much 
about the clerk, but he would like the yeas and 
nays on the power to send for persons and papers. 
He, therefore, asked the yeas and nays on the 
adoption of the resolution as amended. 

Bat Mr. S., on the suggestion of many mem- 
bers that the resolution would be adopted by a 
large vote, withdrew the demand for the yeas and 
nays. 

And the question having been then taken, it 
was decided in the afirmative without a division. 

So the resolution as amended was adopted. 


THE CENSUS BILL. 


A message was received from the Senate by A. 
Dicxins, Esq., Secretary, informing the House 
that the Senate had concurred in some of the 
amendments of the House, and had disagreed to 
others. 

CALIFORNIA. 

Mr. SILVESTER moved that the House re- 

salve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 


state of the Union, for the purpose. of resuming 
the consideration of the special message of the 


President of the United States transmitting the || 


constitution of California. | 

Mr. BAYLY and other members objected, in 
order that the committees might have an opportu- 
nity of making reports. 

The question was then taken, and decided in 
the negative, 

So the House refused to go into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 


CONTESTED ELECTION IN IOWA. 
_Mr. STRONG, from the Committee on Elec- 
tions, reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the testimony taken and submitted in the 
matter of the contested election in the first congressional 
district of the State of Towa, be printed for the use of the 
comunittee and of the House. 

The resolution was read, and, without a di 
was adopted. 


APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


. Mr. BAYLY, from the Committee of Ways | 
and Means, reported the following bills, which | 
were severally read a first and second time by their 


vision, | 


election from iowa? The gentleman from Ohio 


as he (Mr. C.) conceived it was out of order todo 
! so. He submitted to the Chair whether this was 
in order? 

The SPEAKER said the Chair did not consider, 
so far as the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Scnencx] 
had yet proceeded, that his remarks were out of 
order. The gentleman’s remarks related to the 
propriety of printing the documents embraced in 
the resolution of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
[Mr. Srrone.] ; 

Mr. SCHENCK said he should flike to have 
the ear of the House fora very shori time. He 
would gladly take a lesson from his colleague, who 
| always addressed the House in a moderate and 
suasive style of argument. He intended, how- 
ever, to confine himself. to the institution of an 
i inquiry as to the position of this case, and the 
| question of printing the report. He believed that 


| the committee, and was all closed, and that the 
|| committee was prepared to make a report,-instead 


mony merely, it would have been a better course 


| this committee all assembled in a room, and sit- | 
ting round their table, having all the facts spread | 
out before them like a court of chancery, must be | 
sufficiently acquainted with the character of this | 
testimony, so as to obviate any necessity for 
| printing it for their information. 
Mr. ASHE (Mr. Scuencx. yielding the floor | 


for explanation) said he desired, as a member of 


! 
| 
| 
i 


committee had come to an opinion in reference to | 
this case, and were only waiting for the return of i 
one of the members, now absent, to make a re- } 
| port in the case, whenever it might be the pleasure | 

of the House to permit it to be made. 


Mr. SCHENCK resumed. 


it appeared, then, | 


committee, that they were ready to make their ! 


ji report in this case, as soon as an absent member I 


1 


returns, and it shall be the pleasure of the House 
Now, if the committee have ex- | 


| 

| to receive it. 
| amined all this testimony, and do not desire the 
printing of it for their own information, but are 


titles, referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed, | 
viz: | 
A bill making appropriation for the payment of 
naval pensions for the fiscal year ending 30th o 
June, 1851; and i 
A bill making appropriation for the payment of |, 
revolutionary and other pensions of the United n 
States, for the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1851. 


CONTESTED ELECTION IN lOWA. 


i 


Mr. SCHENCK rose, he said, to a privileged | 
He moved a reconsideration of the vote | 


question. 
by which the resolution reported by the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Strong] from the Com- 
mittee on Elections, directing the printing of the 
testimony in the case of the contested election from 
Towa, had been adopted. . 

The SPEAKER having stated the question— 

Mr. SCHENCK said, that he would briefly 
state the reasons for the motion he had submitted. 
The testimony, he understood, was very volumin- 
ous—quite a mass. If the printing was ordered 
for the use of the committee and for the use of 
the House, what would be the consequence? Fol- 
lowing the order of proceeding which had been 
witnessed since the commencement of the present 
session, the testimony would be laid upon the ta- 
bles of members some six months hence, or prob- 
ably some time next year. There would, then, 
always be an occasion for not acting upon the sub- 
ject. He did not know at what conclasion the 
committee had arrived in relation to the merits of 
the case. Ele did not know whether the commit- 
tee had yet decided what report they would make 


in relation to the title to seats, as being either in i 


the sitting member, or the contesting member. 
He suspected, however, that there had been laid 
before the committee testimony which made a 
pretty clear case in the minds probably of all the 
members of the committee, certainly of most of 
them, in favor of the contesting member. 

Mr. CARTTER interposed to a point of order. 
He submitted to the Chair, whether it was in 
order now to discuss the merits of the contested 


| before we send this testimony to be printed. He 


I 
| 
| 
| ready to make their report, and are merely. waiting j 
| for th 

| the propriety of waiting until the report is made 


would himseif like to see this report, and jf it 
| should then meet the pleasure of the House, and 


would not necessarily suspend the action of the : 


House on the subject until the testimony was ` 
printed, then the order for the printing could be |! 
' given, 


If we can prevent delay in our action on ; 
p 


| [Mr. Scnencx] had twice discussed the merits, and | 


| if all the testimony in the case had been before i! 
i 


of moving at this time for the printing of the testi- 1 


i 
H 


H 
i 


the committee, to make a single observation. The | 


from the statement of one of the members of the jj 


e return of an absent member, this shows ' 


| this question, itis important that we should do so. : 


The contesting member has been deprived of his 
seat, if he has a right to it, for five months, and it 
s important that there should be no further delay 
n permitting him to take it. 
he commitiee before us, every one will be able to 
| understand as well as the committee now under- 
i: stand the necessity of having the report printed. 


But if the order be now given for printing the tes- | 


timony, it may lead to the postponement of the 


|, consideration of the subject, because the House i 


|! would not be able to have the testimony before 
|; them for reference during the discussion. Gentle- 
i| men might very properly rise and say that we 
| cannot take up the subject, because the report is 


i 


i decide as to the 


i; mony. Supposing that the testimony is sent to the 


it 
H 
H 
il 


ters not whether in favor of the sitting or the 


' that the testimony in the case 
| printer, and that gentlemen hav 
reading it for themselves, 
i; the Clerk’s desk, its consideratio 
ii poned. Should the order be made for the printin 
we may not get copies from the printer before t 
next session, and thus the consid 
| port of the committee might be delayed 
f hdefinite period, : Ara 
1: He had, therefore, moved to reconsider the vote 
|| by which the testimony was ordered to be printed, 
ll in order that we sh 


having gone to the 
e no opportunity of 
or having it read from 


gs 


With the report of i 


ʻi the 


{ 
! 


a 
i al 


: plain, as a member of the Committee on Elec- 
| tions, that the committee was unanimous in favor 
| of printing the testimony. Jt was thought proper 
| that it should be printed now, and that we should 
i not wait for the report to be made. The object 
| was to have the testimony printed now, and by 
| the time that the printing was completed, the re- 
|! port would be ready to be presented to the House. 
The House would then be able to act with a per- 
fect knowledge of the subject. 

Mr.SCHENCK resumed. Ifthe resolution could 
be so modified as to make it certain that this testi- 
'| mony should not be printed in its order, but could 
| be executed before the mass of documents already 
i! sent to the printer—that it might be printed at once, 
ii taking precedence of all others, then the principal 
‘ij objection he had to the resolution would be ob- 

viatec. He would suggest the propriety of so 
ij amending it as to require that the printing of this 


i 
1 
| 
i 
i 
i 
i 
| 


to make the report itself to the House, and let it |! testimony should „be executed in advance of all 
be printed with the testimony. The members of |; other printing which has been ordered. 


CENSUS BILL. 
Mr. VENABLE rose to make a suggestion. 


|! The census bill has been returned from the Senate 


: to-day, with several amendments. He hoped that 
i no objection would be made to the reference of 
| these amendments to the Committee on the Judi- 
i ciary. As it was very important that action on 
| this bill should not be unnecessarily delayed, he 
; would move that it be now taken up, and, with the 
; amendments of the Senate, referred to the Com- 
_ mittee on the Judiciary. 
: Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, objected to the 
reception of the motion, and it was therefore not 
į permitted to be made. 
IOWA CONTESTED ELECTION CASE. 

Mr. STRONG said, he confessed it was not 
without much surprise that he had listened to the 
remarks with which the gentleman from Ohio, 


[Mr. Scuencx,] had accompanied the motion he 
had made to reconsider the vote by which this 
n 


esolution had been adopted. He (Mr. S.) could 
ot forget that this was the second time on which 
the gentleman from Ohio had seemed to suppose 
that there was something in the action of the Com- 
i mittee on Elections, requiring that gentleman’s 
i Special attention. There seemed to bea morbid 
‘sensibility in his mind, a degree of suspicion 
which he (Mr. S.) was unable to see, in the former 
action of the committee, any sufficient cause to 
awaken. The gentleman seemed to suppose that 
the object of the committee in asking the printing 
of the testimony which had been submitted in this 
case, was to delay action upon the question which 
- had been referred to their consideration. 
Mr. SCHENCK desired to explain. 
Mr. STRONG yielded the floor. 
Mr. SCHENCK was understood to say that 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Strona} 
‘had entirely misapprehended his remarks. He 
had not expressed, or entertained, any suspicions 
: of the committee. He had argued that the effect 
of the resolution would be delay, unless some 
: modification was made. 
Mr. STRONG resumed. 


He should, he said, 


have a word to say hereafter in relation to the 


modification of the resolution. He well recollected 


| not before us, it having gone to the printer. Let |. that, on a former occasion, at the instance of the 
i; the whole report be before us, and we can then | 
propriety of printing the testi- , 


gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Scuenck,] a limitation 
, had been inserted in the resolution by which the 


time allowed for the procurement of testimony 


printer now, and, some ten days hence, the com- |: 
; mittee should make a report to the House, it mat- | 


|| contesting member, it may then be properly urged, i: 


had been restricted to one hundred days. It was 
the opinion of the committee then, and he believed 
it was the opinion of the committee now, that the 
effect of this Jimitation, instead of hastening the 
conclusion of the case, had been to prolong the 


time required for the investigation. Now, the ob- 


i; jection which the gentleman seemed to make to 


he |! 
eration of the re- | mittee 


n ought to be post- :; the resolution was, that it would have the effect 


to delay the action of the House. It was for the 
| very purpose of obviating delay, that the com- 
i had instructed him to report this resolution. 
: And the resolution, if sanctioned by the House, 


j as it had already been, would be to bring the 
;; House to a speedier determination than it would 


ould wait for the committee to i 


| arrive at, if the motion to print had been delayed 
| until the report of the committee had been pre- 
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sented. No man acquainted with the facts of the 
case, as they appeared: in the testimony, would 
believe for a moment that the House could come 
to any understanding upon the case without the 
testimony should be before them. The testimony 
was said to be voluminous. To a considerable 
extent it was so. And that very fact was suffi- 
cient to.demonstrate, that the House could not act 
understandingly unless the testimony was before 
it. And how was the action of the House to be 
accelerated, by delay in ordering the printing of 
these papers? Did the gentleman from Ohio sup- 
pose, that if the report and testimony should be 
presented a week hence, the testimony would be 
printed more speedily than if its printing were 
ordered now Or did the gentleman suppose that 
it was not necessary that the papers should -be 
printed at all? If the gentleman had any knowl- 
edge of the case, as he (Mr. S.) was bound to 
presume fthat he had, he [Mr. Scnencx] would 
say that it was necessary that the testimony should 
be printed before the House took action on the 
subject. And, by asking the House, at the earliest 
day to print this testimony, the committee had 
given the strongest evidence in their power, of a 
desire that there should be no delay, but that the 
case should be acted upon at the earliest possible 
moment. 

The gentleman from Ohio assumed a tone as if 
he was fully conversant with the subject before the 
committee. This testimony has come from the 
State of Ilowa. He knew not that any others than 
the members of the committee had had an oppor- 
tunity of examining the testimony. If any other 
gentlemen had heen in the committee room, the 
gentleman from Ohio was notone. No onebut the 
committee knew what was the character of the testi- 
mony. Whenever the committee shall have made 
their report the House will find that they will need 
all the testimony to bespread beforethem. They 
will find that there are six or seven issues growing 
out of the case, for the understanding and correct 
disposition of which, all the testimony will be re- 
quired. “He was of the opinion that the commit- 
tee had acted wisely in reporting the resolution 
asking for the printing of this testimony. 

He reminded the House that there was nothing 
new in the request contained in the resolution. It 
was in accordance with the ordinary practice in 
cases of this description. It was the common 
usage to have the evidence printed, partly for the 
accommodation of the committee, partly for the 
convenience of. the House, and also for the pur- 
pose of accelerating the proceedings. It had been 
the practice to have the testimony printed before 
the report was made, so that in case there should 
be a minority report, as well as one from a ma- 

_ jority, the majority might have an opportunity to 
examine the whole testimony, and to hand it over 
to the minority, in order that they also might in- 
spect it, and prepare their report, so as to cause no 
delay. If the printing should have the effect of 
accelerating the proceedings in this case only two 
weeks, he thought the effect would be sufficiently 
beneficial to justify the adoption of the resolution. 

As to the suggestion of the gentleman from Ohio, 
he had no personal objection to it. 

Mr. SCHENCK (Mr. Srrone yielding) said 
that unless his suggestion was adopted, it was not 
probable that the testimony would be printed for 
months to come. 

Mr. STRONG resumed. As to his individual 
opinion, he had not the least objection to make to 
the suggestion of the gentleman from Ohio. He 
was well aware of the inconvenience which re- 
sulted from the delay in the public printing. He 


felt this to as great an extent as the gentleman from | 


Ohio had done. He had no objection to the sug- 
gestion. But he believed that it was in the power 
of the Committee on Printing to have this print- 
ing speedily executed, without any action on the 
part of the House. It was in the power of the 
Printing Committee to say to the printer that he 
must print this testimony as early as possible, or 
before any other printing is taken in hand. He 
had no objection to some such modification of the 
resolution. He had, indeed, intended to go to the 
Committee on Printing, and to ask that instructions 
should be given to the printer to perform this work 
without delay. It was not his desire to interpose 
any objection to the suggestion of the gentleman 
from Ohio. But he thought it was a proper case 
for the Committee on Printing. If the House 
thought differently, he was willing to abide by 


their decision. But he did not-see that there was 
any necessity for modifying the ‘resolution at-all. 
He thought that the whole matter came within the 
sphere and cognizance of the Committee on Print- 
ing. 

, Be moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
able. : 

The question was then taken-on the motion, 
and decided in the affirmative. i 

So-the motion to reconsider was laid on the table. 

Mr. BOCOCK moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, for the further consideration of the Cal- 
ifornia message. 

Mr. JONES siid there was a good deal of busi- 
ness on the Speaker’s table; and suggested that it 
be taken up. 

Mr. BOCOCK acquiesced in the suggestion and 
waived his motion. . 

On motion by Mr. JONES, 

The House proceeded to the consideration of 
business on the Speaker’s table. 


THE COASTWISE TRADE, &c. 


The SPEAKER announced the first business on 
the Speaker’s table to be on the motion made some 
time since by the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Brooxs] relative to the reference of the President’s 
message, transmitting the correspondence between 
the English Minister and the Secretary of State in 
relation to the coastwisetrade and duties on Brit- 
ish produets. 

The state of the question was this: The corre- 
spondence was referred in the first instance to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs; the vote by which 
it was referred was, on motion of Mr. Brooks, 
reconsidered; and the question recurred on the ori- 
ginal motion to refer tofthe Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. Mr. Brooxs had moved to amend this 
motion by referring so much of the correspondence 
as relates to the coasting trade to the Committee on 
Commerce, and so much as relates to the increase 
of duties on British iron and other products to 
the Committee on Manufactures. 


The first question was upon the amendment of | 


Mr. Brooks. : 

Mr. BROOKS spoke at length in favor of a ref- 
erence of a portion of the subject to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and of the other portion to 
the Committee on Manufactures. He went at 
length into a review of the reciprocity system of 
Great Britain, and of her commercial policy as 
illustrated by the navigation act, and by the propo- 
sitions submitted by her Minister to our Govern- 
ment. 

At the request of Mr. Brooxs, the report of 
his remarks is postponed until it has been re- 
vised. The remarks will appear tn the Appendix. 

Mr. CALVIN then obtained the floor. 

Mr. BAYLY (interposing) suggested to the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Brooxs,] the 
propriety of so modifying his motion as to refer 
that portion of the correspondence relating to the 
tariff on British products to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

Mr. BROOKS refused to accept such modifica- 
tion. 

Mr. McMULLEN appealed to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, {Mr. Canvin,] to yield the 
floor, to enable him to submita motion that the 
House go into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. CALVIN (declining to yield) occupied the 


floor for some time in pointing out the injurious |! 
effects of the tariff of 1846 upon the coal and iron | 


interests of his State, and arguing the necessity of 
increased duty to save those interests from utter 
ruin. [His remarks, which have been postponed 
at his request, for revision, will be found in the 
Appendix.) 

Mr. BAYLY addressed the Speaker, and was 
recognized. 

The SPEAKER stated to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Catvin,] thathis amendment 
was not in order at this time. In fact it would not 
be at all, as the President’s message was not before 
the House for its action. 

Mr. CALVIN. The Speaker will understand, 
that it is that portion of the President’s message 
and the correspondence which has been sent here 
relating to the present tariff, which I propose shall 
be referred-to a select committee. e 

The SPEAKER. That proposition will be in 
order after the motion to refer to the standing 


H 
i 
iT 


! tention of the House for five or ten minutes. 
| would not like to be cut off by the previous ques- 


committee shall be disposed of. But it is not in 
order at this time. : é 

Mr. BAYLY resumed. the floor. 4 ; 

Mr. McCLERNAND suggested to the gentle- 
man from Virginia—as the hour was late—that he 
yield the floor to.a motion to adjourn, or that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BAYLY. I have but a few remarks to 
make, and have no purpose whatever to go into 
the general debate which has sprung up here. I 
desired to submit a few remarks on the subject of 
the reference; but as my colleague [Mr. Haymonp] 


“is entitled to the floor in Committee of the Whole 


on the state of the Union, on the California mes- 


| sage, and no doubt desires to proceed this evening, 
|! I move that the House resolve itself into Commit- 


tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. Be- 
fore I submit that motion, however, I move that 
the census bill be referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

TheSPEAKER. The motion is not in order, 
except by general consent. 

Objection was made. ; 

Mr. BAYLY resumed the floor, and yielded at 
the request of 

Mr. JONES, who said he wished to remark that 
he had this morning made the motion to proceed 
with the business on the Speaker’s table, with the 
view of getting the bills thereon referred to com- 
mittees, and not to get upa discussion on these 
subjects. As a discussion had arisen, he thought 
it had better be disposed of by calling the previous 
question. Let the subject be referred to a com- 
mittee; and when it was reported back, let the 
debate go on. If a debate was now to go on, they 
would not get to any other business on the Speak- 
er’s table, perhaps, for the next month—certainly 
until the debate was terminated; for he gave no- 
tice that he intended, when he was in the House, 
at all times, and upon all occasions, to object to 
taking up business on the Speaker's table out of 
order which would give rise to debate. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair feels it to be his 
duty to state to the House that there isa large 
amount of business on the Speaker’s table that 
ought to be laid before the House. ‘There are va- 
rious communications from the President and 
heads of departments; various bilis from the 
Senate on their first and second readings. The 
Chair has thought that these facts ought to be 
communicated to the House, in order that they 
may know the state of the business. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I wish to know if the 
same state of facts did not exist when this subject 
was taken up? 

The SPEAKER. These subjects, many of 
them, have been on the Speaker’s table for a con- 
siderable time. The Chair more than once has 
suggested the propriety of taking them up either 
by passing over such subjects as would give rise 
to debate, or by disposing of all the business on 
the Speaker’s table. i 

Mr. BAYLY. I think, under the suggestions 


! that have falen from the Chair, that the best 


course will be for me to submit the few remarks 
which I wish to make upon the question of refer- 
ence, and thén, acquiescing in the suggestion of 
my friend from Tennessee, to call the previous 
question; and when this subject shall have been 
reported upon the debate can go on. 

Upon the subject of reference, I have but one 
remark to make—— 

Mr. MOORE interposed, and said, he hoped if 
the gentleman from Virginia was going to call the 
previous question he would do it at once. There 
were several gentlemen who would like to speak: 
he (Mr. M.) himself would like to occupy Mear 

e 


tion, moved by the gentleman from Virginia, at 
the close of a speech. 

Mr. BAYLY. I beg to say to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, that they have had two 
speeches on that side to none on this: I am not 
going to speak five minutes. I should think that 
two speeches on that side to five minutes on this 


| would satisfy the gentleman. 


l move that the letter of Sir Henry Bulwer be 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
Mr. CASEY. Is that in order pending the 


| motion to refer to the Committee on Manufac- 


tures? í 
The SPEAKER stated the question (as above 


998 - 


THE CONGRESSIONA 


being the only member from Pennsylvenia on that 
committee? i 

Mr. BAYLY. They have not been. But the j 
gentleman knows perfectly well that, with the re- | 
lations of courtesy existing among the members of | 
that committee, if he had expressed any desire to | 
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given) to be upon the amendment of the gentle- 
man from New York, [Mr. Brooxs,] to refer a! 
part of the correspondence to the Committee on | 
Commerce, and a part to the Committee on Man- 
ufactures, and said the mation of the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. Bayty] would be in order as | 


i 
H 


t This Committee [on Commerce] was originally a Com- 


mittee on Commerce and Manufactures, On the Rih of 


an amendment to- the motion of the gentleman i 
from New York, proposing to strike out the Com i 
mittee on Manufactures, and insert the Committee 
of Ways and Means. The motion suggested by | 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Carvin,] 
is not in order, because a motion to refer to the 
standing committees has precedence over a motion | 
to refer to a select committee; but the. motion of 
the gentleman from Virginia is in order as an 
amendment to that amendment. 

Mr. CASEY desired to inquire whether, if the 
motion to refer to the standing committees were 
voted down, the amendment proposed by his col- 
league [Mr. Carvin} would not be in order? ! 

The SPEAKER. If the motion to refer to the | 
various standing committees be rejected by the 
Flouse, it will be in their power to refer the cor- 
respondence to a select committee, to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, or 
to make any other disposition of it they see fit. 

Mr. CASEY. I hope the pending motions 


will be voted down, so that we may refer the gub- |i 


ject to a select committee. 

Mr. BAYLY resumed the floor, and proceeded 
with his remarks. He said the letter to which he | 
had referred appropriately belonged to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. This subject of in- 
creasing the duties on iron had been Jaid be‘ore | 
that commiuee. The House had referred a vast | 
number of petitions to that committee from Penn- 
sylvania and some other States; it was the pur- 
pose of the Committee of Ways and Means, as | 
soon as they got through the appropriation bills | 
—at least such was his wish—to take up these | 
memorials and act upon them. This subject was | 
before them in mach the largest portion, and iti 
ought to be in all, its bearings and aspects, | 

Besides, the Committee of Ways and Means | 
was the only committee that could aet practically 
upon this subject of increasing or reducing the | 
duties. No other committee of this House’ had 
anything to do with reporting bills to raise or to | 
appropriate money. That was exclusively the 
fanction of the Committee of Ways and Means; 


have them referred to himself, 
Mr. HAMPTON was understood to say that 


petitions with great pleasure, if it had suited the 
views of the chairman to have thus referred them. 
Mr. BAYLY. If the gentleman in the intima- 


lieved his modesty, as far as any action of minet 
was concerned. But the gentleman knows full 
well that it is not the chairman but the committee 
who distribute the business among the various 


i] members. 


Mr. HAMPTON. Without making any com- 
plaint whatever, 1 desire to ask whether, when 
certain petitions from Pennsylvania were presented 
to the House and referred to the Committee of 


| Ways and Means, in the distribution of those 


petitions, the chairman did not remark, Here are 
certain petitions upon iron, coal, &c.: I will take 
charge of them myself if the committee do not 
object? Was not that the method pursued by the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
in the distribution of these petitions? 

Mr. BAYLY replied, precisely. Just as a 
| certain bill (the nature of which was not under- 
| stood by the reporter) went into the hands of the 
i gentleman from New York, [Mr. Duer;] he (Mr. 
B.) had remarked in that case, precisely as he 
had in this, If there is no objection this subject will 
| go to the gentleman from New York. 
|, Mr. SACKETT interposed, and (Mr. B. yield- 
ing) inquired whether the minority of the com- 
| mittee had the right to report in cases where the 
majority refused to act at all? 

Mr. BAYLY. Granting the gentleman’s sup- 
position, I do not know that they would have the 
right, 


not do their duty. 
Mr. SACKETT. I do not say that the com- 
mittee have any disposition not to do their duty. 


it was constituted for that purpcse; to bring in | 
bills not only to appropriate money but to raise 
money. The Committee on Manufactures had | 
nothing to do with raising or lowering the du- 


ties; they had nothing to do with the taiff. |! 


The Committee of Ways and Means, from the 
foundation of the Government up to this time, had s 
always had the charge of these subjects. Why, : 
then, had there been an effort on this occasion to | 
take the matter cut of the hands of the Com. ` 
mittee of Ways aud Means? One of the most 
distinguished members of the Pennsylvania dele- | 
gation, (Mr. Hampron,] a gentleman of fine tal- 
ents and great industry, was upon that committee, j 
and had been placed there, he (Mr. B.) doubted |: 
not, with reference to the iron interests, which he 7 
believed the gentleman represented to a greater a 
extent than any other gentleman upon this floor | 

lt was said that that committee was already 
overburdened with the business before them; but | 
they were equal to their legitimate duties. The i 
subject of the tariff, of the increase of duties, was |) 
a part of the legitimate subjects for their consider- | 
ation; it belonged to them. Whatever might be | 
the conrse which the committee might take, (of i] 
which he was not informed,) if the majority should ` 
be free-trade men, they had yet a very able minor- | 
ity in favor of protection, who would have an | 
opportunity of bringing in a report to the House, | 
if they wished to do so, i 

Mr. HAMPTON, (interposing, and Mr. B, | 
yielding.) I wish to ask the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia whether the Committee of Ways and Means | 
have taken any action upon the various petitions i 
referred to them on the subject of the tariff? | 

Mr. BAYLY. They have taken no other action i 
than, in the distribution of the business of the! 
committee, to have placed those petitions in my; 
hands. i 

Mr. HAMPTON. I wish to ask, further, if 
any of these petitions which relate to an increase 
of the duties on iron, coal, 
the tariff, have Leen referred 
am the member to whom 


; myself here, in the face of the House 
j ever that gentleman wishes to make a report, he ; 


3 


i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
| 
l 
i 
! 


or any other parts of i 
to me, as | suppose 1 |; 
the gentleman refers, i 


| whether the minority would h 
'atall? 


i 


| ment, the Committee on Manufactures 


! that I am aware th 


| i only ask if the fact were so—that the majority 
i should conclude not to report on this subject— 
ave a right to report 


Mr. BAYLY. The question is either meant to 


‘imply that the disposition of the majority of the 


cy that exists between us, had once intimated his 
| desire to- take charge of them, I should have re- | 
H 


But I do not know what information the | 
gentleman has to enable him to predicate his ques- | 
tion upon the supposition that the committee will | 


they certainly would |) 
have been so referred. | 


j 
he would at any time have taken charge of those | 


i 
| 
H 
i 
| 
| 


committee is not to act, or it has no relevancy or | 


pertinency at all. 


ority of that committee are treated. I pledge | 


, that when- | 


can do it. 
cannot report a bill to raise the tariff; the who} 
subject of the tariff, of increased protection on. 
woollens, cottons, iron, wool; of removing the duty 
on guano, and all connected subjects, are before 
the Committee of Ways and Means; and it isa: 
Tae uon which must be acted upon asa whole. ` 
oes any gentleman from Pernsylvania expect 
that he is to geta bill through this House giving 
additional protection to iron, without taking up 
other subjects of protection? If that is the object | 
of gentemen, I beg leave to say that they will find į 
themselves in a woful minority in this House; 
they can get no protection upon iron unless other i 
subjects are provided for also. i 
Mr. CASEY. l wish to inquire whether the | 
gentleman from Virginia is not aware, that until | 
within a late period in the history of this Govern- | 
always had | 

pervision ? 
1 will answer the gentleman, 
at until within a late period in | 
Government there was no Com- | 
mittee on Manufactures. l 
Mr. CASEY. i wish to know if the gentle- | 
man from Virginia is not aware that while Mr. | 
Adams was chairman of the Committee on Manu- | 
i 


the subject of the tariff under their su 
Mr. BAYLY. 


the history of this 


factures, that committee always had the tariff 
under their jurisdiction. i 

Mr. BAYLY. Tam aware of no such fact. On 
the contrary, that committee is one of late origin, 


|. The minority can report as | 
well as the majority. The gentleman from Penn- | 
sylvania knows the courtesy with which the mi- | 


December, 1819, a separate Committee on Manufactures was 
constituted, and the duties of the original Committee on 
Commerce and Manufactures have been conformed as above, 
by leaving out the words, and manufactures. There are no 
duties assigned in these rules to the Committee on Manu- 
factures.” 

Mr. Adams (said Mr. B.) once made a report— 
and a very able one it was—on the subject of pro- 
tection; a report in which, [ recollect very well, 
he took the ground that the consumer pays the 
duty, and not, as is now contended by gentlemen 
on that side of the House, that the duty isa tax 
upon the foreign producer and not felt by the con- 
sumer. I have no objection to that committee 
making a report, if they please; as to their taking 
charge of the subject of the modification of the 
tariff, it is directly connected with the jurisdiction 
and duties of our committee. He referred to the 
fact, that the tariff of 1842 came from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, the bill being re- 
ported by the present Vice President; and the 
tariff of 1846 came from the same committee, the 
bill being reported by General McKay, of North 
Carolina. It was the committee to which the sub- 


j| ject legitimately belonged. 


Mr. WINTHROP interposed, and (Mr. B. 
yielding for explanation) said, he desired, with 
the leave of the gentleman from Virginia, to set 
him right upon a point of history. it was true 
that the tariff of 1842 was finally reported by the 
Committee of Ways and Means, but it was also 
true, that at the commencement of that session, 
there was a debate of some six weeks in this 
House upon the question whether the subject of 
revising the tariff should go to the Committee of 
Ways and Means or to the Committee on Manu- 


factures. ‘The party in favor of the reference to 
| the Committee on Manufactures finally prevailed; 
his honorable friend, now no more, Hon. Lever- 


ett Saltonstall, of Salem, was then chairman of the 
Committee on Manufactures; and that committee 
was engaged not less than three or four months in 
taking the testimony of persons interested in manu- 
factures and commerce in various parts of the 
United States, and preparing a revenue bill with a 
view to protection, which bi!l was reported from 
the Committee on Manufactures. Afterwards, on 
account of some jealousy upon the subject, it was 
found it might pass the [louse under better auspices 
if it was reported from the Committee of .Ways 
and Means, and it was referred to that committee, 
and by them reported back with but few modifica- 
tions. But the whole subject was referred to the 
Committee on Manufactures; it was regarded within 
their rightful province, and it occupied their atten- 
tion some three or four months. 

Mr. BAYLY (resuming) said the fact which 


; the gentleman stated only showed more clearly the 
But the Committee on Manufactures | 


propriety of the motion he (Mr. B.) had made: 
although the bill of 1842 went first to the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures, the House found it be- 
longed to the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
referred it to that committee, He had notknown 
of the fact that that bill underwent but very few 
modifications in the Committee of Ways and 
Means; if it were so, the honor which had always 
been claimed for the Vice President as the author 
of the bill, was unfounded. He had always un- 
derstood that that gentleman’s ability and energy 
placed it in the shape in which it had been carried 
through the House. 

Mr. McCLERNAND (Mr. Barty yielding for 
explanation) said, in consequence of his connection 
with the Committee on Foreign Affairs, he desired 
to make a brief explanation. ‘This correspond- 
ence between the British Minister and the Secre- 
tary of State had, in the first place, been referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs; on the same 
day the gentleman from New York iMr. Brooks] 
had moved a reconsideration of that vote, and had 
followed that motion by a second motion to refer 
a part of the correspondence to the Committee on 
Commerce, and another part to the Committee on 
Manufactures. He (Mr. McC.) was not prepared 
at the time when the gentleman from New York 
submitted his motion, to take a position one way 
or the other, for the reason that he was not advised 
of the correspondence, and not acquainted with its 
contents, (for the Presidents message communi- 


1850. 


$99 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


cating it did not explain the contents.) Since 
that time he had bestowed some attention upon 
the correspondence, and was entirely clear upon 
the question of reference—that a part of this cor- 
respondence should be referred to the Committee 
on Commerce, and another part to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. No part of the correspond- 
ence in propriety pertained to the purview of the 
duties of the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

He was therefore prepared to vote for that part 
of the amendment of the- gentleman from New 
York which proposed to refera part of the cor- 
respondence to the Committee on Commerce; and 
he should oppose that part of the motion which 
proposed to refer a portion of the correspondence 
relating to the increase of duties on British iron 
and other productions entering the ports of the 
United States, to the Committee on Manufactures; 
and support the amendment of the gentleman from 
Virginia to refer it te the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

Mr, BAYLY demanded the previous question. 

Mr. MOORE appealed to the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. Bayzy,] to withdraw the- motion, 
to enable him (Mr. M.) to say a few wards. 
He would not, he said, take up more than five 
minutes of the time of the House. 

Mr. CASEY expressed the hope that the pre- 
vious question would be voted down. 

Several other members appealed to Mr. Bayty 
to withdraw the motion. : 

Mr. BAYLY, (in reply to Mr. Moors.) There 
are many gentlemen who make a similar appeal to 
me. One gentleman desires five minutes, another 
ten, another fifteen, and so on, it may be, for 
aught I know, “ to the last syllable of recorded 
time.” If I yield to one gentleman, I must to 
another. T prefer toadhere to my motion. 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be on 
seconding the demand for the previous question. 

The question was taken, and the affirmative vote 
was declared to be 60. 

Tellers were asked and ordered, and Messrs. 
Watrtace, of South Carolina, and Moore, of 
Pennsylvania, were appointed. 

And the question was again taken, and decided 
in the negative—ayes 63, noes 66. 

So the demand for the previous question was 
not seconded. 

Mr. MOORE said, the House had been engaged 
nearly five months in the discussion of but one 
subject, and it appeared to him that it would have 
been quite as well for the interest of the country 
if some little portion of that time had been given 
to at least one of the subjects embraced in the com- 
munications now claiming the attention of the 
House. He alluded to the subject of the tariff on 
iron, which had been somewhat unceremoniously, 
and, he thought, somewhat offensively, too, thrust 
before them by the representative of a foreign Gov- 
ernment. And notwithstanding the peculiar man- 
ner in which the subject had been introduced, he 
thought that its importance, as connected with the 
interests of the country, was not at all weakened 
or lessened by it; on the contrary, he thought it 
was much strengthened, as it was now before them 
in a shape and position which it had never before 
assumed in any of the discussions which had here- 
tofore taken place in that House upon it, for it had 
now become a palpable and tangible reality, that 
the tariff act of °46 is truly what it was at that time 
charged to be by some of its opponents, a British 
act, and for British interests, to the injury and de- 
struction of some of the interests of this country; 
for here is a communication from that Government 
virtually admitting it, virtually telling us that we 
legislated at that time for her interests and against 
our own, hy allowing her to supply us with the 
iron we use instead of making it ourselves from 
the ore which is rotting under the soil of our own 
county. 

And now, Mr. Speaker, they are apprehensive 
that a proper regard for our interests will lead us 
to reconsider that measure—they tell us if we do. 
so, “it will have an unfavorable effect upon public 
opinion in England !” And he was at a loss to 
conceive how any member of that House could 
reflect upon the merits of that communication, if 
it had any merits at all, without feeling some- 
what indignant at the attempt to forestall legis- 
lation in that House by an intimation from a 
foreign source, that if they legislated upon a sub- 
ject which was of the most vital importance to the 
country, that such legislation. would ‘*have an 


unfavorable effect upon public opinion in England!” 
And he would ask whether they were to study 
the interests of England, or to consult public 
opinion there, and disregard, too, the interests of 
their own country by so doing? Were they sent 
there forthat purpose? He imagined that his can- 
stituents néver sent him there to consult the public 
opinion of England, or any other country‘than his 
own; and when he should so far forget his duty as 
a Representative, as to forbear legislation upon a 
subject which was of the most vital importance to 
the country, merely for fear that such legislation 
would prove unpalatable to the iron masters of 
England, or any of her Majesty’s subjects, he 
hoped his constituents would very quickly tell 
him to resign the position which he would thus 
disgrace. 

Why, sir, if the House shall act in accordance 
with the spirit of that very modest communication 
of the British Government, what then? He sup- 
posed that the next intimation they would have 
from that source would be, that the whole revenue 
system of our country bears heavily upon Eng- 
land, and that if they desired the good opinion of 
the public there, they must reduce all their duties, 
or do away entirely with our whole revenue sys- 
tem! He considered this was a feature in the his- 
tory of legislation in their country which was as 
novel as it was strange: that it should be intimated 
to. them, bya foreign Government, that they must 
consult the public opinion of some other Govern- 
ment than theirown And he imagined there would 
be found but very few members of that House 
who would be willing to acknowledge they should 
be governed by any such influences. He doubted 
even whether the honorable member from Indiana, 
{Mr. Fircu,] who labored so very hard the other 
day to get an opportunity to say some very un- 
kind things of the State which he had the pleasure 
in part to represent—he doubted whether even 
that gentleman, with all his hatred to the iron in- 
terest, would be willing to let such influences as 
these govern him in the discharge of his duty; and 
if they, as members of that House, were to be 
governed byany such foreign influence, he thought 
it would be advisable to have another committee 
added to the standing cammittees of the House, 
whose duty should be to inquire of the represent- 
atives of the different Governments, what effect 
any prominent measure upon whieh they might 
feel disposed to act, would have upon the public 
mind in their country. Buthe had no disposition 
to pursue the debate any further at that time, as 
he did not desire to say any very harsh things, 
and he feared, if he should givea full and a free 
expression to his feelings, that he should perhaps 
use his mother tongue a little too freely; and he 
therefore hoped that the subject would be referred 
to a select committee, as was proposed by the 
amendment of his colleague. And he would here 
give notice to the House, that if that amendment 
failed, he would move toamend the motion of the 
gentleman from Virginia, who proposed to refer it 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, so that the 
committee should be instructed to report a bill in- 
creasing the present duty on iron, and making 
them specific instead of ad valorem. 

Mr. BAYLY. I beg leave in advance to say, 
that the resolution of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. Moors] will meet with no opposi- 
tion from me. j 

Mr. MeLANE, of Maryland, concurred, he 
said, in the propriety of bringing this question to 
a vote before the House should adjourn to-day; 
and, before he made the motion which it was his 
intention to submit, he desired the attention of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Moore] 
and his friends for a few moments. If the ques- 


tion should not be disposed of to-day, this subject | 


would remain upon the Speaker’s table, blocking 
up, perhaps for an indefinite period of time, other 
matters of great public concern, which, like itself, 
were among the business on the Speaker’s table. 
Mr. STANLY interposed 
Mr. McLANE apparently yielding the floor— 
Mr. STANLY said, he had risen for the pur- 
pose of inquiring of the gentleman from Virginia, 


| {Mr. Bayzy,] what was the precise character -of 


the remark which the gentleman had just now 
made, in relation to interposing no objection to the 
resolution of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
[Mr. Moors?] Did the gentleman from Virginia 
intend, by the remark, to be understood as saying 
that he was in favor of increasing the duty on iron? 


| was the 


Mr. BAYLY. Not atall. I merely meant to, 
say that I had no objection to the subject being 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 

Mr. STANLY. No objection, I suppose, to 
having it refe- red to the committee, to give them 
an opportunity of killing it. j 

~ Mr. McLANE claimed the floor. Notwith- 
standing the vote (he said) which had but recently 
been taken’ on the motion of the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. Bayty,]. it was his (Mr. Mcl.’s) 
intention, before yielding the floor, to move the 
previous question again, and thus endeavor to get 
a vote upon this question to-day. But it was his 
desire that gentlemen who wished to move amend- 
ments should present them and have a vote upon 
them. He did not suppose that it was the desire 
of gentlemen that the message and letters should 
remain upon the table, or should occupy the atten- 
tion of the House in debate to the exclusion of 
other business. He did not suppose that they 
presented any question for immediate legislation, 
rendering necessary the postponement of. other 
matters for a general debate upon this. He re- 
ferred to the mint bill as a subject of vital import- 
ance to these very interests which the gentlemer 
from New York and Pennsylvania represented, 
and which, with other things, was awaiting the 
action of the House. That bill could not be 
reached until others, having priority, had been 
disposed of- 

Mr. SCHENCK interposed, and said, he had 
understood the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. 
McLane] to suggest the propriety of having some 
test question taken, 

Mr. McLANE explained, that he had not so 
proposed. His proposition was, that gentlemen 
desiring to offer amendments should present them, 
and that the vote should be taken to-day in order 
that other business might be reached. 

Mr. SCHENCK said, thatif the amendment 
was voted down, he would move to refer the sub- 
ject to a select committee with certain instructions 
which he desired to have read. 

Mr. McLANE said, he was sorry to find that 
his suggestion did not meet with the acquiescence 
of gentlemen on the other side of the House. He 
would therefore submit his remarks to the question 
before the House, in the hope that there might be 
some consideration and reflection outside of the 
particular iron and navigating interesis. 

Mr. SCHENCK interposed and said, that the 
instructions which he proposed to offer did not re- 
fer to iron particularly, or to any one thing. The 
proposition which he desired to submit (and which 
he would simply state, without further occupying 
the time of the House) was, that the whole sub- 
ject should be referred to a select committee with 
instructions to consider the same, and to inquire 
whether any provision or amendment of the ex- 
isting tariff laws was necessary—with leave to 
report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. McLANE, (resuming.) Upon reflection, 
Mr. Speaker, I believe | must confine myself to 
an appeal to the House to sustain, for the reason 
which I shall state, the demand for the previous 


| question, No man contends that at this period of 


the session, this House would be—; 

Mr. CASEY interposed, with a remark which 
was understood to be whether the gentleman was 
not now making a speech in favor of the naviga- 
uon laws? 

Mr. McLANE, resuming, said he had not yet 
said a word upon the subject: he only intended 
now to say, that this question of the navigation 
laws which was proposed to be referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, would be fully debated 
when practical questions of legislation should have 
been reported to the House. It was not neces- 
cary, in order to bring that subject before the 
House, that the message should be referred. This 
question was all before the committee. So also 

uestion relating to iron before the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, together with all other 
questions relating to revenue. dt was idleto sup- 
pose thatthe House was now acting upon an original 
proposition; or that the action of the House upon 
these matters was in any sense necessary to 
bring them up for consideration. They had all 
been referred, and in due course of time would be 
reported upon. As the question, therefore, was 
only a question for general discussion, as there 
had been a full development of the views of gen- 
tlemen upon the matters involved in the letters of 
the Briush minister, and as it was only these let- 
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; : 
‘ters which the House had now to refer, it would, |! 
in his. judgment, be wise and discreet to dispose || 


of the question before the adjournment, in order | 


previous question. baa . 
"~The question was taken, and the affirmative vote 
was declared to be 60. i 
Tellers were asked and- ordered, and Messrs. | 
Osre, of Pennsylvania, and Hargis, of Tennes- | 
see, were appointed. ` | 
The question was taken, and the tellers reported ;{ 
-Ayes 76, . f 
The question was given up by the negatives, |; 
without a count. ES a l 
: So the previous question was seconded. 
And the main question was ordered—being first | 
on the amendment of Mr. Barty. i 
Pending this motion, 
‘A motion made by Mr. 
House adjourn, was rejected. 
The SPEAKER again stated the recurring ques- |! 
tion as follows: The original motion pending was, 
_ to refer the correspondence to the Committee on | 
Foreign Affairs; the gentleman from New York | 
moved, as an amendment to that motion to refer || 
sö much as relates to the coasting trade, to the |i 


Committee on Commerce, and so much as relates | 


i 
[$ 


i 
Hy 


HARALSON, that the | 


H 
ii 


to the increase of duties on British iron, &c., to || 
the Committee on Manufactures. The gentleman || 
from Virginia moved to amend the amendment, |! 
by referring so much of the correspondence as re- |, 
lates ‘to the duties on iron, to the Committee of | 
Ways and Means. The questien is first on the 
amendment of the gentleman from Virginia. i 

Mr. BOYD inquired if the amendment of the | 
gentleman from New York was not susceptible of | 
amendment, as comprising two distinct proposi- | 
tions? . ji 

The SPEAKER again stated that the question ji 
was first on the amendment of Mr. Bayty. it 

Mr. THOMAS moved that there be a call of | 
the House, end asked the yeas and nays; which | 
were refused. i 

And the question, ‘f Shall there be a call ofthe || 
House?” was taken, and decided in the negative, i 
| 


withouta division. 
So a call of the House was refused. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, desired, he | 


! army in Mexico. 


| ing Congress to refuse the admission of any more slave 
|, States. 


| setts, against the admission of slave States, for the repeal o 


interest fo the State of Maine, where said State paid inter- i 
est for the use of the United States Government in the pro- |: 


téetion of the northeastern frontier. 


i 

| 

PETITIONS, &e. i 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were $ 
presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- | 
propriate committees: - : 
i 

H 


By Mr. DOTY :. The petition of J. S. Brooks, Thomas J. 
Townsend, R. S. aamhert, and other citizens of Vinland, 
in Wisconsin, upon the subject of slavery and the slave 
trade. g fi 

By Mr. MeLANAHAN: Resolutions adopted at a public |: 
meeting of the inhabitants of the borough of Bloomfield, in 
the eounty of Perry, Pennsylvania, praying Congress to pro- 
vide by law for granting of small. pensions to the survivors 
of the volunteer soldiers who served in the late war with 
Great Britain, and for granting one hundred and sixty acres 
of land to the sons and daughters of every person who per- 
formed a certain duty as.a volunteer in said war, upon con- 
dition of oceupation and improvement of such lands. 

By Mr. MILLSON: The memorial of the Norfolk: Sea- 
man’s Friend Society, asking an appropriation for the com- 
pletion of a Sailors’? Home at Norfotk. 

By Mr. NELSON: The memorial of Dr. D. S. Edwards, 
a surgeon in the United States Navy, asking to he allowed | 
for servants, forage for horses, &e., while serving with the 


i 
i 
| 

By Mr. JULIAN : The petition of 26 citizens of Wayne i 

county, Indiana, praying Congress to prohihit by law slavery |; 

and the slave trade in the territories of the United States. | 

Aiso, the petition of 49 cilizens of the same county, pray- i 


Also, the petition of 41 citizens of the same county, pray- 
ing Congress to provide a trial by jury in behaif of persons 
claimed as fugitive slaves, 

Also, the petition of 36 citizens of the same connty, pray- 
ing Congress to repeal all laws by which slavery or the 
slave-niade is authorized in the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. BURROWS: The petition of citizens of Kendall, 
Orleans county, New York, asking Congress to establish ; 
a post-route from Carlton, Orleans county, New York, ‘o 
Charlotte, in Monroe county, New York. | 


Ry Mr. KING, of Massachusetts: The petition of Oliver |) 
A. Taylor and 47 others, citizens of Manchester, Massacku- | 


n 


all Jaws sustaining slavery, fora jury trial for fugitives from 
service, against the extension of slavery, and for the aboli- 
tion of the same in the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. KING, of New Jersey: The petition of inhabit- : 
ants of New Jersey, for cheap letter postage of two cents 
prepaid, upon each half ounce. i 


IN SENATE. $ 
Wepnespay, May 15, 1850. 


Mr. SEWARD presented a memorial of citizens 
of Maine, asking that a Government vessel may be | 


> new guards for their future security.” 
‘ thersay) has been the patient sufferance of” the peopie of 


i} (aud our only great) right is practically denied te as. 


said, to put a question to the Chair. If the House || furnished to convey the delegates from the United 
should vote down the motion to refer to the Com- || States to the Peace Convention to assemble at the 
mittee of Ways and Means, and the motion to re- || city of Frankfort, in Germany, in August next; į 


fer to the Committee on Manufactures, would it |: which was referred tothe Committee on Foreign 


then be in order to move a reference to a select 
committee ? 
The SPEAKER. The previous question being | 
moved and seconded, the House is brought toa vote | 
upon all pending motions of reference. In the | 
case of a bill, if motions of reference shall have : 
been voted down, the question would be on the 
engrossment or passage. Butin this case it is dif- |: 
ferent, the subject-matter being not a bill but a |: 
message or papers; and if the House should vote 


` Relations. 

Also, a petition from citizens of Alexandria, in 
the State of New York, asking that slavery and the 
slave trade may be abolished in the District of Co- , 
lumbia, or the seat of Government removed there- - 
from. And a petition of citizens of Wilmington, 


‘in the same State, asking for the abolition of sla- : 


very and the slave trade in the District of Colum- 
bia. : 
Also, two petitions of citizens of New York, : 


down the motions to refer now pending, the mes- `` asking thatslavery and the slave trade may be pro- 


sage would still be before the House, and an 


: d Y ij 
other motion to refer would be in order. H 


which were ordered. | 
Mr. CLINGMAN moved that the House ad- jj 
journ. i| 
Mr. BURT rose, he said, for a similar object. : 
The question was taken, and the vote stood 
ayes 63, noes 67. ` 
So the House refused to adjourn. 
And the question recurring on the amendment | 
of the gentleman from Virginia, il 
Mr. MEADE inquired of the Speaker whether || 
a motion would now be in order to move to lay și 
the whole subject on the table ? i 
The SPEAKER said, that motion would be in! 
order. | 
Mr. MEADE submitted it. | 
And the question was taken, and decided in the !: 
negative, without a division. 
So the House decided that the whole subject |; 
should not be laid on the table. i 
And then, without further action, by ayes 71, |j 
noes 67— if 
The House adjourned. 


NOTICE OF BILL. 
By Mr. FULLER: A bill to authorize the payment of 


| whose constitution does not expressly prohibit sla- 


hibited by law in all the Territories of the United 


i States. 


Also, two petitions from the same, asking that | 
the right of trial by jury may be secured to fugi- ; 


4 i 
: tive slaves. i 


Also, two petitions from the same, asking that — 
no State may hereafter be admitted into the Union 


very within its limits. 

Also, a petition from citizens of New York, and | 
a petition from citizens of Vermont, asking that 
the bill now pending in the Senate introduced by 
Mr. Mason, which provides for the recovery of 
fugitive slaves, may not become a law. 

All of which petitions were ordered to lie on the | 
table. |! 

Mr. JONES submitted additional documents | 
relating to the claim of James M. Marsh to in- 
demnity for losses sustained in consequence of a : 
robbery committed on him by a band of Sioux 
Indians, while in the execution of his duty asa ' 
deputy surveyor of the public lands; which was | 


referred to the Committee cf Claims. i 

Mr. COOPER presented the proceedings of a‘ 
meeting of the citizens of Bloomfield, in the State | 
i, of Pennsylvania, in favor of the enactment of a 
l! law allowing bounty lands to the officers and sol 
i| diers of the last war with Great Britain; which were | 
| referred to the Committee on Military A ffairs. 


y 
i! 


| Also, a petition from citizens of the same State, || 


i 
i 
t 


asking that slavery in the District of Columbia 
may be abolished; which was orderd to lie on the 


| table. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, presented a me- 


; morial, signed by sundry citizens of the District of 
: Columbia, some of whom, he said, were known 


to him personally, and all were represented as 


i highly respectable, asking a reorganization of their 
judicial system. The memorial, he thought, would 
|li best explain itself, and he would therefore send it 
| to the Chair, and ask that it be read and referred to 


the Committee on the Judiciary. 
The Secretary read it as follows: 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representattues in 


Congress ussembied: 
The undersigned, citizens of the Disnict of Columbia, 
spectfully represent: That we claim the right, in common 
with our countrymen, to assert these principles of our glo- 
rious Declaration of Independence: + That mankind are 
more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to 
right themselves by abolishing thë forms to which they are 


| aceustomed; but when a long train of abuses and usurpa- 
i tions, pursuing invariably the kame object, evinces a design 
: to redu ethem under absolute despotism, it is their RIGHT, 


it is their perry to throw off such government, and to provide 
6 Such (we may fur- 


| this District, “and such is now the necessity which con- 
‘ strains them to”? petition for an alteration of their present 
; judiciary system. 


We also, in common with our countrymen of the whole 
United States, claim the right to participate in the blessings 
of our noble Constitution, and hereby declare that we will 


' ever maintain OUR RIGHT to this article of that sacred char- 
: ter, that +t in suits at common law, where the value in con- 


troversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the RIGHT OF TRIAL BY 
JURY SHALL BE PRESERVED, and no fact tried bv a jury shalt 
be otherwise reexamined in any court of the United States 
than according to the rales of ibe common law.” 

We are constrained to believe and deetare that this great 
We 


N do not hesitate to say that, sinee the infirmity of our venera- 


ble Chief Judge, the Circuit Court (which is our principal 
Court) bas lest the confidence of our people. Itis port of 


: an antiqnated, tedious, intricate, and expensive system, far 
: behind the progress of the age and the wants of our comniu- 
ʻi nity. 


While our fellow-citizens around us, in both Mary- 
la»d and Virginia, are enjoying the benefits of an improved 


and still improving judiciary, we seem to be condemned to 
; dwell forever among the infirm and obsolete institutions of 


the past. 

We trust that Congress will break these chains, at Jeast, 
and suffer us to start upon some new and useful plan of juris- 
pruden e. i 

We pray of right to have a simpler, speedier, cheaper, and 
better judiciary, and that an appeal may he secured in alt 
cases. 

We desire to abolish all vestiges of laws of imprisonments 
for debt. 

And principally, we desire and claim the right fo elect our 
judges and magistrates, 

Finaily, we hope that, whatever changes may be made. & 
proper provision will be afforded for our venerable Chief 
Judge, on account of his long, useful, faithful, and just 
se S, 


It was then referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. STURGEON presented a memorial of citi- 
zens of Columbia county, in the State of Pennsyl- 
vania, asking an increase of duties on foreign iron; 


which was referred to the Committee on Finance, 


Mr. HALE presented a petition of citizens of 
Maine, a petition of citizens of New York, a peli- 
tion of citizens of New Hampshire, three petitions 
of citizens of Massachusetts, two petitions of citi- 
zens of Connecticut, two petitions of citizens of 
Pennsylvania, two petitions of citizens of Ohio, 
and a petition of citizens of Massachusetts and 
other States, asking that the right of trial by jury 
may be secured by law to fugitive slaves, ` 

Also, a petition of ministers of the Methodist 


: Episcopal church, and members of the New Eng- 


Jand Conference, asking that slavery may be abol- 
ished where it now exists, as far as it can be con- 
stitutionaily done, and that it may be prohibited 
by law in all the territories of the United States; 
and also that the right of trial hy jury may be se- 
cured by law to fugitive slaves; all of which were 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. FELCH presented a petition of citizens of 
Michigan, asking that the right of trial by jury 
may be secured by law to fugitive slaves; a peti- 
tion of citizens from the same asking that no State 
may hereafter be admitted into the Union whose 


constitution does not expressly prohibit slavery 
p within its limits; a petition of citizens of the same, 


asking that slavery may be prohibited by law in 


_ all the territories of the United States; and a peti- 


tion from the same, asking that slavery and the 


: Slave trade may be abolished in the District of 
Columbia; all of which were ordered to lie on the 


table. 
_Mr. UNDERWOOD presented two petitions of 
citizens of Kentucky, asking the establishment of 
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a mail-route from John R. GŒ. Burk’s, or Clear 
Point, to Dr. J. C. Greén’s, in that State; which 
were referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads, s 7 

Mr. SOULE presented a memorial of the cor- 
porate authorities and citizens of the town of 
Shreveport, Louisiana. 

On motion by Mr. BRADBURY, 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of 


files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee 
Affairs. 


y On the 
on Naval 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which were referred the several memo- 
rials from citizens of Ohio, of Missouri, of Iowa, 
and other places, asking a donation of public land 
in aid of universities, high schools, and academies, 
submitted an adverse report; which was ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. BRADBURY, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which was referred the bill to divide | 
the State of Wisconsin into two judicial districts, 


reported back the same without amendment, and i! 


recommended its passage. H 
RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. JONES submitted the following resolution; 
which lies over under the rules: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior furnish, or 
cause to be furnished for the use of the Senate, copies of 
the papers of the late Alexander Sanders, a Cherokee In- 
dian, who was wounded in the Creek war, and, jn conse- 
quence thereof, claimed to be entitled to a pension under 
the Cherokee treaty of 1835; also, a copy of the decision of | 
the Commissioner of Pensions disallowing the pensiun. 


Mr. BORLAND submitted the following reso- 


lution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed, if in his 
power, to communicate to the Senate a statement showing 
the extent and value of the commerce on the Mississippi 
and Ohio rivers and their tributaries, exhibiting similar 
facts in relationto that commeree as were communicated 
in relation to the commerce of tke lakes in his respense of 
the 3d instant to the resolution of the Senate the 26th March 
last. 

The resolution was read. 

Mr. BORLAND. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the Senate to consider that resolution at this 


time. 


-E 


quest if I at all apprehended that it would run into 
the hour which is set apart for the consideration of 
other special orders. I simply ask for the consid- 
eration of this subject.during the morning hour. 

The motion to proceed to the consideration of 
this bill was agreed to, and the question was stated 
to be on the motion to postpone its further consid- 
eration, and to make it the special’ order for to- 
morrow-at half-past twelve o'clock. . 

Mr. FOOTE. Buta single remark, Mr. Presi- 
dent. Perhaps what I said before was not heard, 
or not attended to by the Senate. We have grave 
matters before us, and I hope they will not be 
postponed to make way for this bill. I said before, 
however, that if I had any reasonable assurance 
that this bill would not interfere with the other 
special orders at the hour designated for their con- 
sideration, I would not interpose any objection to 
the motion of the honorable Senator from Tennes- 
see; but we have no such assurance. We have 
had an intimation of opinion, to be. sure, on the 
-part of the Senator from Tennessee, that this bill 
can be got through in half an hour; but such an- 
ticipations are being constantly disappointed, and 
unless there can be some distinct understanding 


| that in the event of discussion springing up on that 


bill, and itshould not be disposed of by one o'clock, 
it shall be further postponed, so as not to interfere 
with the consideration of other matters, I for one 
cannot agree to it, 

Mr. TURNEY. Ido not know what under- 
standing the Senator from Mississippi desires or 
wants. I hope he does not expect that every Sen- 


į ator will getup and say thatif the bill shall not be 


disposed of within half an hour, he will be willing 
that it shall be postponed for the consideration of 
other public matters. For myself, I have expressed 
the opinion that it can be disposed of in half an 
hour, and a willingness that it shall be further post- 
poned if it is not. My motion is to take up this 
bill for the purpose of making it the special order 
for half-past twelve o’clock to-morrow, and J again 
repeat, that if it is not disposed of by one o’clock 
it may be further postponed to the next morning 
our. 


Mr. FOOTE. Then I have no objection. 


There being no objection, the resolution was | 
taken up for consideration. | 
Mr. BORLAND. I will simply say, in ex- | 
planation, that some time since the Senate received 
from the Secretary of War a response to a resolu- 
tion of this body in relation to the commerce on 
the lakes. That communication was referred to 
the Committee on Printing, to consider the pro- 
priety of printing that document; but as the fur- 
ther information which is called for in the resolu- 
tion is deemed desirable, the Committee on 
Printing have withheld their report on the docu- 
ment submitted to them, with the hope and ex- 
pectation that this further information can be || 
procured, so that both auswers can be printed to- |; 
gether, Ji 
The resolution was adopted. 
NÒTICES OF BILLS. | 

Mr. BORLAND gave notice that he would to- || 
morrow, or some early day thereafter, ask leave |} 
to introduc? a bill to amend the pension laws so as |! 
to embrace the widows and orphans of certain sol- | 
diers who were in the service of the United States | 
on the frontier during the Jate war with Mexico. 
Mr, FELCH gave notice that he would to- | 
morrow, or some subsequent day, ask leave to in- || 
troduce a bill to authorize the State of Illinois to 
select the balance of the lands to which she is en- 
titled under the act of 2d March, 1827, granting | 
land to aid that State in opening a canal to connect | 
the waters of the Illinois river with those of Lake | 
Michigan. j 


THE PATENT LAWS. 


Mr. TURNEY. Mr. President, I ask the 
Senate to take up for consideration the bill to pro- |! 
mote the progress of the useful arts. My object is ! 
to have it made the special order for to-morrow at 
half-past twelve o’clock. If the Senate will accede | 
to this application, I am satisfied that it can be 
disposcd of in half an hour, so that it will not in- 
terfere with any other business. : 

Mr. FOOTE. I am not disposed to interpose | 
any objection to the application of the honorable | 
Senator from Tennessee, if it is not likely to inter- li 
fere with the consideration of other important |i 
measures. 


| eral Roger Jones. 


Mr. CLAY. Onesingle remark, Mr. President 
I concur entirely with the Senator from Mississipp 
in his opinion of the absolute necessity which ex 


ists for the consideration of those measures of a | 


grave public character to which he has referred. 
I am desirous that in that respect there should be 
no time lost; yet I think the Senator from Ten- 
nessee has placed his application on a ground so 
moderate and so resonable that, for one, I shall not 
be disposed to object to his motion. 
is disposed to make the bill before us the special 


| order for half-past twelve o’clock to-morrow, ina 


spirit of liberality the Senator from Tennessee has 
promised that it shall be further postponed if it shall 
not be got throvgh with by one o'clock. I think, 
therefore, that we should accede to his proposi- 
tion. 

The motion was agreed to, and the bill was conse- 


; quently further postponed and made the special 


order of the day for to-morrow at half: past twelve 
o’clock. 


ADJUTANT GENERAL ROGER JONES. 


Mr. GREENE. I now ask the Senate to take 
up for consideration the bil! for the relief of Gen- 
I made a like motion some days 
ago, but I then yielded to other matters that were 
considered of more pressing importance. I hope 
the Senate will now indulge me by acceding to the 
motion which I have made. 

The motion was agreed to, and the bill was read 
asecond time by its title and considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. There being no proposition 
to amend the bill, it was reported to the Senate, 
| and the question recurred on its engrossment for a 
third reading. 

Mr. SEWARD. I ask for some explanation of 
the reasons for passing that bill. 

Mr. GREENE. Mr. President, I will state 
very briefly the reasons, and they are such as, I 
think, will commend themselves to the considera- 
tion of the Senator from New York. At the period 
of the reduction of the army in 1821, there were 
in commission two Adjutants General. The bill 
passed at that time reduced the number to one. 
‘The Adjatants General then in office were Colonel 
| Jones, the petitioner, the present Adjutant General, 


Mr. TURNEY. I would not make sucha re- |) 


and Colonel Butler. The President of the United 


If the Senate | 


5 = 
States dismissed both of these officers and ap- 
pointed General Atkinson. General “Atkinson, 
however, declined accepting the appointmerit, and 
the President of the United States then nominated 
Colonel Gadsden, an officer of great merit, and 
that nomination was sent to the Senate for con- 
firmation. The Senate rejected the nomination of 
Colonel Gadsden, admitting at the same time. his 
high qualifications, and his meritorious services, 
‘but rejecting the nomination onthe ground that the 
President should have made, and was by law re- 
quired to make, the selection from the two Adju- 
i tants General in office at the time the bill was 
passed. The President renominated-Colonel Gads- 
den after his rejection by the Senate, and accom- 
panied that nomination with an argument. T'he 
| Senate reconsidered the question, and by an 
| increased majority rejected the nomination of 
i Colonel Gadsden on the ground before stated. 
The President of the United States did not. ac- 
quiesce'in the decision of the Senate. Colonel 
Jones was reduced to his lineal rank, and received 
compensation in the line as captain of artillery. 
A few days after the inauguration of the new 
President in 1825, he nominated Colonel Jones for 
the appointment, which had been vacant from 
j the time Colonel Gadsden was rejected to the 
time now referred to, when Colonel Jones was 
nominated. The President, by this nomination, 
and the Senate, by its action, asserted the right of 
Colonel Jones to the office which he held at the 
time of the passage of the law of 1821. 

The Military Committee, to which this question 
was referred, were unanimously of opinion that, 
during the whole period intervening between the 
time that General Jones was deprived of his office 
| and the time he was renominated, he was in fact, 
i| and in right, the adjutant general, and entitled to 
the pay and emoluments belonging to that office. 
They have therefore reported the bill which is now 
i| on your table, by which they provide for the pay- 
ment to General Jones, during this period of three 
i| years, of the difference between the pay of a cap- 
i tain in the army and the pay that he was enutled 
| to receive as adjutant general. They consider it 
| a matter of right. In this they agree entirely with 
| the committee to which the same subject was re- 
ferred at the last session, who unanimously made 
a similar report. 

Mr. DOWNS. Mr. President, this seems to 
me to be a very extraordinary measure, and { 
should like to hear some further explanation from 
the committee that reported this bill, T doubt if 
we should thus pay for constructive service, for 
services which were never rendered, especially 
when the officer whom it is proposed tu pay in that 
way received pay in the other capacity in which 
he acted. I thought we paid for services rendered, 
and not for services not rendered. Now, whether 
|| the officer was rightfully or wrongfully deprived of 
| the exercise of the duties of tife office of adjutant 
| general, he went into service in another capacity, 
iand received pay for the services which he ren- 
f dered. But now, for services which he did not 
i| render, he comes here and asks compensation, I 
ido not know to what extent this principle will 
ij carry usin other cases. I think we should be 

somewhat cautious before taking a step of this 
i kind; for there may be hundreds of other officers 
i removed from the service for some cause or other, 
H who may come forward and claim compensation 
for the tumethey were outof service. There may 
ibe such cases, for aught I know, standing for 
| twenty years, and this might seem to furnish some 
| precedent for such applications, I-therefore.am 
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i 
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|; opposed to the bill. f 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Mr. President, 
i| this question was brought before the Military Com- 
|! mittee at the last session and again at this session, 
nd we agreed to report the bill which is now on your 
i table, considering that the legal right to receive 
| the pay of adjutant general vested in this officer. It 
iis not, 1 must confess, one of those complete cases 
ji against which ao argument can be brought. It is 
| true, as stated by the honorable Senator from Lou- 
i isiana, that the duty was not performed by this 
| officer during the term for which he claims com- 
| pensation. This is a very different case from 
|| that of the officer going out of service and then 
coming back to it and claiming compensation for 
i the time he was out of it. The case was simply 
| this: There were two adjutants general during the 
, war of 1812. On the organization of the peace 
establishment, after the close of the war, the num- 
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ber was reduced to one. The President did not 
consider that the law confined him in his nomi- 
nation to either of the two adjutants who had served 
during the war. _ But the Senate construed the law 
differently. They considered that it only author- 
ized. the President to. discard one and retain the 


other.of the adjutants that had served during the | 


war. They accordingly rejected. the nomination 
ofthe President. . Thus the cuntest stood between 
the Senate and the Executive. for the few years 
during. which Adjutant General Jones went to duty 
as a captain of artillery, He served as a captain 
of artillery, I believe, for about three years, and 
then. the nomination’ of Adjutant General Jones 
was made by. the President and confirmed by the 
Senate. He claims now, and [ think with equity, 
that he was adjutant general throughout the whole 
period, though he was denied the right of perform- 
ing his ‘duties, having been ordered to the subor- 
dinate functions of captain of artillery. If he were 


adjutant general during the whole period—and we || 


have the fact that no one else was confirmed during 
that time-—he has an equitable right to the pay. 


The measure of compensation to an officer of the | 


army is hig rank, and not the amount of duty per- 
formed. We may, and we do, on certain occa- 


sions, give pay to an officer of the. army for per- | 


forming higherduties than his command authorized 
him to do; butin no case can we deprive an officer 
of the pay of his command because he does not 
perform the duties of it. I think, therefore, that 
the bill properly recognizes his right to be legally 
the adjutant general at that period, and, conse- 
quently, he is entitled to the pay. Butstill, as L 
have stated, objections can be made to this meas- 
ure. The Senator from Louisiana has presented 
some. The fact that the officer did not perform 
the duty, and was nat required to perform the duty, 
can only be answered by explaining that the 
officer sought to perform the duty and was denied 
the right of performing it. 

Mr. SEWARD, Will the chairman of the com- 
mittee allow me to ask him what was done with 
the other adjutant general? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. He resigned. 

Mr. SEWARD. Then there was but one per- 
son who could exercise those duties according to 


the construction of the Senate, and none according | 


to the canstruction of the President. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Certainly. 


Mr. SEWARD. Then I can see no objection | 


to the passage of the bill. 

Mr. FOOTE. Irise simply to state that I have 
given some little attention to this matter, and I 
concur most cordially with what has fallen from 
my colleague on the present occasion, and in every- 
thing that he has said in favor of this claim. ‘It 
seems to me that there can be no sort of doubt of 
the propriety of our sustaining this claim. It ap- 
pears to be a fact admitted on all sides that this 
officer was not dilowed to exercise the official 
duty he was called upon to perform by the au- 
thority vested in bim by law, and which he was 


ready and willing to perform, but had not an op- |i 


portunity ta perform, because he was 


precluded by 
the action of others. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. With the permis- 
sion of my friend from Louisiana, | will state that 
point. There were two adjutants general during 
the war. The law required but one of them for 
the peace establishment, and the Senate contended 
that the President must select the adjutant general 
from the two who had served during the war; 


whereas the President held that he had a new ad- | 


jatant general to appoint. That was the whole 
difficulty between the President and the Senate, 
Mr. DOWNS. What | meant was this: IfI 
understand the question, there was no adjutant 
general; for the Senate refused to confirm the nomi- 
nation of the President fur two or three years. 
When the new President came into power, Gen- 


| eral Jones was nominated and confirmed for the 
i first time. If it be the case that there was no ad- 
; jutant general for these two or three years, it seems 
‘strange to me that General Jones should claim the 
pay for an office which he did not hold, either 
legally or constructively, but for which he was 
afterwards nominated and confirmed. This makes 
my case a much stronger one. He now holds his 
office under the new tie acquired by his new com- 
mission, and he claims compensation for a period 
of three years prior to the date of his commission. 
That certainly makes my case much stronger than 
I supposed it to be. . 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I wish to make 
a single remark. The commission of Adjutant 
General Jones can hardly be called a new one, 
when his nomination was based upon the decision 
of the Senate that one of the adjutants general who 
had served during the war must be appointed. It 
i| was a nomination in conformity with the act for 
the reduction of the army. It is not to be consid- 
| ered as a new nomination, or as a new commis- 
|| sion, as it was only thedesignation by the President 
which of the two adjutants should remain. The 
same thing was done to a great extent in different 
| departments of the army. Nominations were 
made for captaincies, because, when the war was 
| over, some declined a reappointment, others ac- 
cepted the new commission, and others resigned 
altogether. So it wasin the marine corps. ButI 
will not detain the Senate by stating such cases, 


vote for this bill, though I generally vote against 
claims of this sort. 1 do it on account of the great 
deference I entertain for the opinions of those who 
|| Support this bill. But, sir, I have another reason, 
which operates more strongly upon my mind, to 
which I beg to call the attention of the Senate. 1 
think, by passing this bill, we will vindicate the 
action of the Senate in rejecting a military nomi- 
nation sent to it by the President, in contravention 
of the expressed will of the Senate as to what was 
ii the law regulating the nomination. That, sir, I 
think is a very important principle. I think that 
the Senate, being a part of the appointing power, 
should retain that power in their hands. And if, 
sir, there should be any nomination pending be- 
fore this body when we go into executive session 
—I[ do not know that there will be—but if there 
should be such a one, in which the President should 
|| send a nomination in opposition to the expressed 
j] willof the Senate, and where another individual 
i; is entitled to the nomination, I trust the Senate 
j as one man, notwithstanding their individual sen- 
| timents, will vidicate the power of the Senate over 
| this appointing power of the President. It is on 
| that ground that I most heartily concur with the 
| committee. l trust that Senators, if they should 
| find an analogous case, notwithstanding what may 
be their private sentiments on particular subjects, 

| will feel a regard for the maintenance of the privi- 
į leges of the Senate, and will adhere to the princi- 
| ples established by this bill. I hope the Senate 
will go as one man to carry it out in all cases. 

| This, sir, is the reason, and I confess it is a very 
|| strong one with me, why I advocate this bill. It 
} is to vindicate the rights and powers of the Senate. 

i| T trust that our friends who receive our aid will, 

i| whenever an occasion presents itself, carry out the 
| principle of the bill. 

i Mr. DAWSON. Asa member of the commit- 
|| tee, and one who concurred in its report, L beg 
ji leave to make a statement. In 1821 the army 
| was reduced, as the chairman of the committee 
| correctly states. The question was then whether 
| Adjutant General Butler or Adjutant General 

| Jones should be the adjutant general. General 
i Butler resigned, and the question was, whether 
li Colonel Gadsden, who had been presented to the 
l Senate for confirmation under the act of 1821, or 
i| Adjutant General Jones should be the individual. 
| Before this discussion in the Senate of the United 
| States as to who was the proper adjutant general, 
| General Jones was ordered off on service as a 
} 

| 

| 


| 
j 
{ 
i 


i 
| 


captain of artillery. Ata subsequent period, two 
or three years afterwards, the Senate confirmed 
the appointment of Adjutant General Jones, and 
declared him to be the adjutant general under the 

question is, whether or 


law of 1821. Now, the 
not he shail be entitled to receive his pay as adju- 


| tant general for that period. The committee has 
|, not decided that he is entitled to the whcle pay, 
| independent of his pay as captain of artillery, but 
|j that he is entitled to the difference between the pay 


| 


Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I believe I shall» 


'| quire into the circumstances 


| is true, expressed the opinion tha 


| that another nomination ought 


, Signed, one remained 


of captain of artillery and the pay of adjutant 
general, without any of the rations. It is but a 
small amount. The argument of the chairman of 
the committee comes in with its full force. It is 
his legal right. The amount appropriated, I re- 
peat, is not the full pay of the adjutant general for 
that period, but merely the difference between 
the pay of the adjutant general and the pay of a 
captain of artillery for that period. It will be 
merely confirming the construction given by the 
Senate to the act of 1821, that Adjutant General 
Jones was by law, notwithstanding the suspen- 
sion of his duties, still the adjutant general. That 
will be the decision. 

Mr. GREENE. I wish to say but a single 
word. I omitted to state when I was up before, 
that Colonel Butler, one of the adjutants general 
in 1821, was nominated for colonel of a regiment, 
but he resigned, and retired from the army. It 
will therefore be peceived that General Jones was 
the only one of the adjutants general remaining; 
and, the Senate having determined that the selec- 
tion must be made from those two, the one re- 
maining must become by right the adjutant gen- 
eral, and, as such, should be paid for the time he 
was not permitted to discharge the duties of his 
office. If you reject this bill, it will deprive him 
of that advantage to which the law entitles him. 
He did not perform the duties of his office during 
that period in consequence of any act of omission 
on his part, but in consequence of the act of the 
Presidént, who nominated another. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Can the Senator inform 
me when Colonel Butler resigned ?, 

Mr. GREENE. I cannot. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I am of opinion that the 
Senate had a right to go behind the nomination, in 
the case referred to, in order to inquire into the 
circumstances under which it was made, and to 
express their opinion of the propriety of the nom- 
ination. I perceive that this principle will be 
clearly recognized, in case this bill shall pass. 
Nothing can be clearer. 

There are reasons, however, why I am unable, 
although I am desirous to see the assertion of this 
principle, to vote for this bill. General Jones was 
not in the performance of the duties for which 
compensation is now asked. He was acting as 
an officer of the army, discharging the duties of 
another rank, for which he had his pay. Subse- 
quently he had the good fortune to obtain a nomi- 
nation to that place to which he regarded himself 
entitled, and from that moment he has received his 


| pay. Now, I do notregard the subsequent nomi- 


nation and approval as necessarily involving the 
idea that during the entire period between his re- 
duction to his lineal rank and his nomination, he 
was in fact the adjutant general of the army, but 
merely as carrying out the views of the Senate that 


| he was entitled to a new nomination. 


Now, there are many persons who think them- 
selves and whom their friends regard as entitled to 


| office, but who do not get it so soon as they desire; 


and shall we go back and give compensation before 
they getit? General Jones was nominated anew, 
and was confirmed by the Senate; and he holds his 
present office by virtue of that new commission, 
I cannot conceive that there is any pretence for 


i his claiming pay previous to that confirmation, and 


the commission received under it. The Senate, it 


t he ought to 
have been nominated; and I venture to say that if 
he had been nominated in 1822, at the time that 
the name of Colonel Gadsden was sent in, he 
would have been confirmed by the Senate. But 


| he was not then nominated, and did not then re- 


ceive his commission. The rejection of Colonel 
Gadsden was merely the expression of the opinion 
to have been made, 
and the assertion of the right of the Senate to go 
behind the nomination of the President, and in- 
n altending it, in which 
I heartily concur. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. The Senator from 
Maine has made two or three very great mistakes. 
In the first place, the expression of opinion by the 
Senate was not thata certain nomination ought 
not to be made, but that it could not be made. The 
law required that the adjutants general, as I have 
before stated, should be reduced from two to one 
on the organization of the peace establishment af- 
ter the last war. One of the adjutants having re- 
; and it was held to be, by 
the terms of the law, obligatory on the President 
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to nominate that oné as- adjutant general of the 
army; and he could nominate nobody else in the 
opinion of the Senate. ‘The President, however, 
did nominate somebody else; and I will teil the Sen- 
atdr from Maine again that the decision was not 
that the nomination ought not.to have been made, 
but that it could-not be made. The Senate held 
that no other nomination could be made, and 
finally it was made. Now, the Committee on 
Military Affairs think that General Jones was le- 
gally in office throughout the whole time; that, ac- 
cording to the provisions of the law for the re- 
daction of the army, he ought to have remained 
in office; that, although he was during ‘a part of 
the time prevented from discharging the duties of 
his office, he yet held his office legally throughout | 
the whole time. The only question remaining, | 
then, is one of compensation, That is the only 
question before the Senate at this session, because | 
Ido not think we would be willing now to go,/ 
back to review the action of the former Senate. 

The only question remaining, then, is as to the 

amount of compensation to be paid. I think the 

matter rests on the legal right of the officer to com- 

pensation, because he legally held his commission 

throughout the whole. time; and his renomina- 

tion, as it may be called, was nothing but a desig- 

nation by the President of the officer who re-i 
mained on the staff in that commission, and who 

should be adjutant general of the army on the 

peace establishment. g 

Mr. BRADBURY. The Senator from Missis- 
sippi [Mr. Davis] will perceive, I think, that he 
is laboring under a very great mistake. He now 
takes the position that General Jones was legally 
adjutant general during the whole period, and, 
therefore, that he is entitled to compensation, and 
that this was the. view of the President and the | 
Senate subsequently. Now, so far from that being 
the fact, if that had been the view of the Presi- 
dent and of the Senate in 1825, he would have 
needed no new nomination or confirmation. The 
President would simply have ordered him to the 
performance of that duty, and he would have held | 
under the first commission, Instead of that, the 
President sent in his name as a new nomination for 
the place, and the Senate acted upon it as a new 
nomination. And thus, in the action of the Pres- 
ident, and in the action of the Senate, we have 
the position of the Senator from Mississippi neg- 
atived fully and completely, and the construction 
of the law given by the former President (Monroe) 
fully sustained and confirmed. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. The Senator has 
not read. the law, or he would be better able to 
judge of this matter. ‘ 

Mr. BENTON. Mr. President, I have been 
familiar with this question fora long time—from 
the beginning—and the Senator from Mississippi 
{Mr. Davis] has stated it correctly. He is right, 
sir, in his recollection. You and I know, sir, that 
in 1820, it was a question of the reduction of the 
army. The question was reduction. It excluded 
the question of the introduction of anybody. 
With respect to this particular office, sir, it was 
brought down to the point at which no reduction | 
was required. There had been two of these offi- 
cers, but it was brought down to one. You recol- 
lect all about it, sir. It was a question which 
occupied the Senate a long time, session after ses- | 
sion, and the Senate always decided the same 
way. It was a questionof reduction, and not of 
introduction. Nobody must be introduced in the | 
place of one who was in by law. Well, sir, it 
gave risc to a long disagreement betweef the 
President and theSenate That disagreement con- 
tinued for years. The Senate, by repeated decis- |! 
ions both in the case of General Jones and that of 
Colonel Bissell, one of the colonels who was dis- | 
placed, decided that these officers were in the | 
army,and were not to be put out by putting oth- 
ersin. Colonel Bissell died, and in the end anew 
President sent in the nomination of Colonel Jones 
for the place which the Senate had been deciding 
that he was in. The Senate, to put an end to the 
whole matter, confirmed the nomination. He was 
in the office, and we kept him in it. As was well 
said by the Senator from Mississippi, Colonel į 
Jones was all the time in the office in the eye of 
the law, and therefore he is entitled to the compen- 
sation. > 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed fora 
third reading; and, by unanimous consent, was 
subsequently read a third time, and passed, 


THE COMPROMISE BILL. 


The hour of one o’clock having arrived, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER announced the 
special order of the day, being the bill reported 
from the sélect committee of thirteen to admit Cal- 
ifornia as a State into the Union, to establish ter- 
ritorial governments for Utah and New Mexico, 
and making proposals to Texas for the establish- 
ment of her western and northern boundaries. 
This bill was announced to be under consideration 
as,in Committee of the W hole, and open to amend- 
ment. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, I am desirous 
of getting a test vote of the Senate upon one ques- 
tion involved in this controversy. lam not cer- 
tain but this is the best time to submit a motion in 
order to produce that result. We have the subjects 
involved in that bill before us in two shapes: once 
in separate bills, and then in a joint bill, the bills 
being substantially the same in both cases. I de- 
sire now to ascertain whether it be the wish of the 
Senate to proceed with them jointly or separately, 
because, that point being decided, it would neces- 
sarily make great difference in our action. My 
object, therefore, is to submit a motion which will 
decide whether we shall proceed to the considera- 
tion of these bills jointly or separately. In order 
to decide that question, 1 move to lay the bill on 
the table, for the purpose of proceeding to the con- 
sideration of the bill to admit California as a State 

parately, and upon that motion I ask the yeas 

nd nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and, being 
taken, resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Baldwin, Benton, Bradbury, Chase, 
Clarke, Cooper, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, 
Dodge of Wisconsin, Douglas, Feich, Greene, Hale, Miller, 
Norris, Seward, Shields, Susith, Spruance, Wales, Waiker, 
Webster, and Yualee—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Bell, Berrien, Borland, Bright, 
Cass, Clay, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Diek- 
inson, Dodge of Iowa, Downs, Bimore, Foute, Houston, 
Hanter, Jones, King, Mangum, Morton, Pratt, Rusk, Soulé, 
Sturgeon, Turney, Underwood, and Whitcomb—28. 


So the bill was not laid upon the table. 


* Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. J offer the follow- 
ing amendment. To strike out in the sixth line 


| of the tenth section the words ‘tin respect to Af- 


rican slavery,’’ and insert the words ‘* with those 
rights of property growirg out of the institution of 
African slavery as it exists in any of the States of 
this Union.” The object of the amendment is to 
-prevent the territorial. legislature from legislating 
against the rights of property growing out of the 
institution of slavery. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Isit in order to ask for a di- 
vision of the question? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is not. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Mr. President, I 
will state very briefly the object | had in view in 
offering the amendment. It was to test the sense 
of the Senate on the single question, whether the 
right to the service of man—whether the right of 
property in slaves, as it exists in the slavehoiding 
States of the Union, shall receive the same protec- 
tion which other property shall receive in the ter- 
ritories of the Unned States. The language of 
the bill, as it stands, would seem to exclude the 
idea of the right of property growing out of the 
institution of African slavery to receive the same 
protection from the territorial legislature as. is 
accorded to all other species of property. As | 
now propose to amend the bill, it will prevent the 
territorial legislature from invading the rights of 
the inhabitants of the slavehoiding States. | am 


| willing to leave the question to be decided accord- 


ing to the great cardinal principles of the Demo- 
cratic party; that the people inhabiting a territory, 
when they come to form a State constitution for 
themselves, can do as they please. It will jeave 
to the territorial legislatures those righis and 
powers which are essentially necessary, not only 
to the preservation of property, but to the peace 
of the territory. It will leave the right to make 
such police regulations as are necessary to prevent 
disorder, and which will be absolutely necessary 
with such property as that, to secure its beneficial 
use to its owner. With this brief explanation 1 
submit the amendment. 

Mr. SEWARD. I offer the following as an 
amendment to the amendment: Strike out the 
whole of the amendment, and insert what I send 
to the Chair, [which was understood to be the 
Wilmot proviso. | : ; 

a The PRESIDING OFFICER. To strike out 


~ 


H 


| According to my opinion, the laws of Mexico stil 


the whole of the amendment and insert constitutes 
a substitute, which is not in order.. f 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, I am not perfectly — 
sure that | comprehend the full meaning of the 


‘amendment: offered by the Senator from M issis- 


sippi. If Ido, | think be accomplishes nothing 
by striking out the clause now in the bill, and tm- 
serting that which he proposes to insert The 
clause now in the bill is, that the territorial legis- 
lation shall. not extend to anything respecting A f= 
rican slavery within the territory. The effect of 
retaining the clause as reported by the committee 
will be this: that if in any of the territories slavery 
now exists, it cannot be abolished’ by the territo- 
rial legislature; and if in any of the territories 
slavery does not now exist, it cannot be introduced 
by the territorial legislature. The clause itself was 
introduced into the bill by the committee, for the 
purpose of tying up the hands of the territorial 
legislature in respect to legislating at all, one way 
or the other, upon the subject of African slavery, 
It was intended to leave the legislation and the law 
of the respective territories in’ the condition in 
which the act will frid them: -I stated on-a former 
occasion that I did not, in committee, vote for the 
amendment to insert the clause, though it was pro- 
posed to be introduced by a majority of the com- 
mittee. f attached very little consequence to it 
at that time, and I attach very little 40 itat the 
present. ltiz, perhaps, of no practical importance 
whatever. 

Now, sir, if I understand the measure proposed 
by the Senator from Mississippi, it aims at the 
same thing. $ do not understand him as propos- 
ing that if any one shall carry slaves into the ter- 
ritory—although by the law of the territory he’ 
cannot take them there—the legislative hands of 
the territorial government. should be so tied aa to 
prevent its saying he shall not enjoy the fruits of 
their labor. Lf the Senator from Mississippi means 
to say that——. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 
say it. 

Mr. CLAY. Ifthe object of the Senator is to 
provide that slaves may be introduced into the ter- 
ritory contrary to the lex loci, and, being intro- 
ducen, nothing shall be done by the legislature to 
impair the rights of owners to hold the slaves thus 
brought contrary to the local laws, I certainly can- 
not vote for it. In doing so, } shall repeat again 
the expression of opinion which I announced atan 
early period of the session. ~ l think that the lan- 
guage of the amendment which the Senator from 
Mississippi has offesed, is just as much restricted 
as is the language of the Lill which he proposes to 
strike out. His amendment does not provide in 
express terms for the privilege of introducing 
slaves, but merely declares that the territorial 
legislature shall not interfere with the rights of 
property in slaves, as that property exists ina 
certain class of States. Very well. ` The legisla- 
ture is already restrained from so interfering, un- 
less slaves are brought in contrary to the lex loci. 
If they be so brought in, then the amendment of | 
the gentlenan—although its language does not ; 
comprehend it— might secure to the introducer of | 
slaves the protection of his property. i 

If the object of the Senator, however, is as he ; 
states, the language of it, } think, does not necesa | 
sarily imply it. i repeat what | have before said, ` 
that Í cannot vote to convert a territory already | 
free into a slave territory. [I am satisfied, for one, 
to let the leg loci, as it exists, remain. Now, let ; 
us see what will be the effect of this in that portion | 
of New Mexico east of the Rio Grande. Three f 
opinions prevail upon tnat subject in the Senate 


I do mean to 


prevail in that country, because Texas never had 
possession of that country, never legislated for ; 
that country, and her laws never stretched over | 
that country; but, on the contrary, the country | 
remained in the possession of Mexico until, by the 
treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, it was ceded to the 
United States: In my opinion, therefore, the 
local law which prevails in New Mexico—as well 
in New Mexico east of the Rio Grande as west of 
it—is the law of Mexico, as pronounced by the 
Dictator of Mexico, by the constitutional author- 
ity of Mexico, and by the legislative power of 
Mexico. That is my own opinion. But, sir, 
there are, I may say, two other opinions on this 
subject, According to one of these opinions— 
which is maintained with so much ability by my 
friend from Georgia [Mr. Berrien} who sits near 


i 


Staten en 
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me—even admitting that the law of Mexico did 
extend to New Mexico this side of the. Rio del | 
Norte, the Constitution of the United States, by 
its own necessary operation, abrogated. that local 
law, and invested the owners of slaves with the 
power of carrying their slaves into any portion of 
the territories acquired by us from Mexico. But 
there ia still another. opinion. There are many 
Senators.and members,of the House of Represent- 
atives, and a large portion of the. American peo- 
ple, who believe that all the territory this side the 
Rio. del. Norte, from its mouth to its source, is 
Texas, and that the laws of Texas consequently 
extend over it; and therefore that the Texas laws 
comprehend New Mexico this side of the Rio del 
Norte, and that the lex loci of the territory east of 
the Rio del Norte is at this moment the law of 
Texas. If that opinion be correct, there is noth- 
ing in the bill reported by the committee to re- 
strain -the transportation of slaves from the slave- 
holding States jnto that portion of New Mexico 


United States extended an invitation to Texas to 


Union. Not only was it known on our statute 
books as our public Jaw, but it was a subject- | 
matter of discussion in this and the other branch | 
of Congress. It was a subject-matter of inquiry 
by this body, upon the President of the United 
States, pending the treaty which was negotiated. | 
cuments, familiar to every one, furnished by | 
the President of the United States, which distin- 


t 
belonging to Texas. Here, then, is a material | 
point. ‘The annexation, in the face of these facts | 
and of this public law, took place, and no objec- 
tion was raised. The power is reserved in the | 
joint resolution of annexation to fix the bounda- | 
ries of Texas only in so far as it related to the | 


with a foreign Government. What was done 
under the provision of that authority vested in the 


i 


which is on this'side of the Rio del Norte. Hence 
there is nothing to prevent the bringing before the 
Supreme Court of the United States the question 
of the right of the slaveholder to preserve posses- 
sion of his property, and enjoy the benefits of it, 
if he should take it to the territories. There wit 
be no difficulty about the matter if the bill as re- 
ported by the committee remains unchanged. And 
if the Supreme Court shall be of opinion either 
that the laws of Texas stretch over New Mexico 
this side of the Rio Grande, or, as maintained by 
my friend from Georgia, that the Constitution of 
the United States abolished the Mexican laws by 
which slavery was abrogated, in either case the 
owner of slaves in New Mexico would have a 
right to.enjoy the possession of his property. But 
if, on the contrary, as I believe, the Constitution 
did no such thing, and Texas, not having actual 
possession, did not extend her laws there, then it 
would follow that the right to maintain and carry 
slaves there would not prevail. | have endeav- 
ored, sir, to state the effect of the provision in the 
bill as reported by the committee, and the opera- 
tion of the amendment of the gentleman from Mis- 
Sissippi, as { understand it. 

Mr, RUSK. | desire, in this stage of the pro- 
ceedings on this bill, to say but a few words in į 
answer to a part of the argument of the Senator 
from Kentucky. He seems to suppose that the ex- 
tension of the laws of Texas over every fuot of the 
territory claimed by her, is necessary io constitute | 
a title to the territory; that unless actual possession i 
and an actual extension of the law in the exercise 
of jurisdiction absolutely over every foot of the 
soil takes place, her title is incomplete. 

Mr. CLAY. My friend will aliow me to correct | 
him. 1 said nothing about title. 1 spoke of the | 
law as it exists de fucto or de jure. But law cannot | 
be introduced without some action by legislative | 
authority, if there be a preéxisting local law. If | 
there be a law de facto, although the title may be || 
in Texas, yet the lex loci will exist until the law | 
assuming that Texas has a good title is carried | 
through by the force of legislative authority. I re- 
peat, I said nothing about title. i 

Ar. RUSK. Even with that explanation, 1 | 
feel compelled to differ with the Senator from Ken- | 
tucky; but itis not material to what I was about | 
to say to discuss that question now. I will simply | 
say that it seems to me that where sovereignty in | 
a territory is maintained, there the laws of the | 
sovereign of the soil ought to go. I do not iniend, | 
as I said, to go into a discussion of this question; 
but I desire to make a few remarks, at the present | 
time, intending to say more when the question | 
comes up on another part of the bill, The remark |! 
I wish to make now is this: It will make no differ- | 
ence whether Texas is in the actual possession of j 
this territory or not, so far as the validity of her {| 
title is concerned; nor js it necessary to go back | 
beyond the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo to estab- | 
lish clearly and unquestionably the right of Texas 


Government of the United States? “A negotiation | 
took placé, pending a war which had broken out 

in the first instance. Pending that war, the army | 
of the United States took possession of this very i 
territory of Santa Fé. ‘he President of the | 
United States, or rather the general under the di- | 
rection of the Government, established a temporary 


came into the Union as one of the States of the | 


There is a map among your records and do- H 


guishes all the country east of the Rio Grande as |) 


boundaries of the Government of the United States I 


f soil. 


at least encouraged by fanatics to come forward 
and claim thar the soil does not belong to us, and 
| that they have a right to set up a government 
within the territory of Texas. ; 
Lam, however, happy to say that the President 
of the United States has recently—although there 
| were some portions of his message which encour- 
aged these people to go forward and make a State 
within a State—he has recently instructed the offi- 
cers there not to interfere in any controversy that 
may arise between these citizens and the State of 
Texas in enforcing her authority. I make these 
remarks perhaps a little too early; but it is a sub- 
ject which L feel a vast interest in. It is not pleas- 
ant for a State just emerging into existence to be 
in a state of controversy with the General Gov- 
ernment; and it is less pleasant when that State 
i came in under a high state of political excitement, 
which I fear has not been forgotten yet. 
It is my opinion, then, that the boundary of 


ji Texas extends to the Rio Grande, and that her 


Jaw prevails tuere, she being the sovereign of the 
But this bill proposes to extend a terri- 
| torial government to a part to which Texas hag 
| never set up any claim. The amendment of the 
| Senator from Mississippi was, I suppose, intended 
| to apply to that part, and I do not imagine that he 


| intended or thought it necessary to embrace that 


Government, which he had a right to do, and 
would have a right to do in the State of Virginia, | 
if her government was driven off by a public | 
enemy, and it would not weigh a feather in giving: 
| title to the Government of the United States. But | 
he established a Government—a temporary one of | 
this characier—and so it was treated, and so it was 
considered at the time. But this was sufficient to f 
wake up the jealousy of the Government of ‘l'exas 
that the United States might seek, as they had a 


i 
to Texas. The Governor of the State of Texas 
inquired of the President of the United States if 
he set up any claim to that territory. His answer, | 
by Mr. Buchanan, the Secretary of State, was 

made, stating that the President of the United 

States iooked upon the Rio Grande as the bound- ! 
ary of Texas, from its mouth to its source. Now, 

was this fair dealing on the part of the United ` 
States, if it was intended to claim any part of this 


ject of slavery, according to the 


g plain and homely | 


| this Government, which ought to be the guardian, } 
and not rival of the States of this Union, is it right į 
to throw Texas off her guard by assurances of | 


| this kind, made by the Executive of the country, | 
| and then come in and claim the territory ? 


Is it; 
right to say, “ You need not trouble yourselves, | 
because we recognize the territory as yours,” if; 
any claim was to be set up by the Government of 
the United States? Should there not have been 
fair dealing, when the territory was about to have 
its boundaries fixed? Was Maine treated in that! 
way, was Massachusetts treated in that way, when 
their boundaries were about to be established with 
a foreign’power? Wasa letter written to them by 
the President of the United States, recognizing their 


Í 
i 
f 
H 


and after the treaty was made, 
the United Siates to the whoie extent, or any part į 
of it? 


the Government which made it that it regarded the : 
claim of Texas wo the Rio Grand. ‘The map 
shows that; it does not show a foot distinguished : 
as New Mexico by the coloring on this side of that 
river; but it is colored and desciibed as New 
Mexico on the other side. 


likely to shake this country from its centre to its 


| circumference, to bring in Texas asa party to this? 


is there a Government in the world, acting as a` 
guardian of jurisdictions under her general super- 
intendence and control, that would do this and 


[i 

f 
to every foot of land east of the Rio Grande; and ! 
if we were not distracted by the question which Hi 
is made use of for various purposes, and which || 
has divided the country into almost sectional par- || 
ties, to a great extent; this position never would |i 
have been questioned in the slightest degree. i 
When Texas was invited into this Union, by || 
the action of the Congress of the United States, || 
her boundaries were defined by a solemn law of |) 
her Congress. With a fuil knowledge of this law | 
ofboundary, the Congress and Government of the | 


| thus interfere? But what is the condition of 


a 


a l Texas, 
onc of the States of this Union? She is said to 


have come in, according to the terms of the reso- 

lution, as one of the original States. Exhausted | 
by a fifteen years war with Mexico, which was ` 
waged against powerful odds in point of numbers 

and preparations, coming in under these circum- ` 
stances, lulled into security, in what condition do. 
we find ourselves now? “A part of our citizens, 


or those on soil which is ours by every utle, are i 


‘to the United States. 


scarcity of land, to claim a part of what belonged |, 
; that we acquired the territory for 


territory? Aside from all discussion on this sub- {i 


principles of common fair dealing, and that too by ;| 


claim to the whole, and when lulled into security, | 
was ii claimed for 


: | which it will not bear. 
Sir, the treaty was made under the assurances of |: i 


r: t Under such circum- ; 
stances, is il creditable to the country; is it credit- |! from action hostile to property, but not from ma- 
able to those who agitate the question which is i 


_ Where that species of property is held. 
; that we have a right to go into these territories 

with that species of property—that any man own- 
|) 10g Slaves may go there, retaining his right te the 


| portion to which the laws of Texas extend east of 


the Rio Grande. 
; Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I certainly did 
: not intend to express any doubt of the right of 
i Texas to the Rio Grande. That was the bound- 
ary which she had defined before she was annexed 
With that definition of her 
boundary she was annexed, the United States 
| merely reserving the right to adjust her limits by 
| negotiation with Mexico. Negotiation failing we 
went to war, we acquired the territory, and I feel 
Texas; that 
‘every acre is hers, according to the boundaries 
defined by her when she was an independent State. 
I had no object to involve the question of Texas 
; boundary at all. It was the remark of the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky, who made an application of 
_ the amendment I proposed to the country this side 
of the Rio Grande, which brought up this question. 
i My opinions of the boundary of Texas are such 
(as [ have advanced in former times, and such as 
| are maintained by my friend from Texas. The 
object of my amendment was diatinctly to under- 
‘stand whether we are to have the right recognized 
| to go into the territory with slave property or not. 
: Lam among those who have held that wher this 
; territory was acquired, the Constitution extended 
| over it, and gave protection to all rights by a shield 
i as broad as the territory acquired by the United 
States. 1 was one who held that the local Mexi- 
, can laws were extinguished wherever they con- 
flicted with the rights of a citizen of the United 
States, because the Constitution and laws of the 
, United States were supreme over the lerrliory. 
That I am, as heretofore, willing to submit to the 
Supreme Court, if the question can be presented 
untrammeled by legislation. Nor does the amend- 
ment proposed by me touch that question or con- 
template its decision by Congress, With great 
; deference to the Senator from Kentucky, | think 
i he has put a construction upon the amendment 
lf it contained language 


meaning no more than the original bill, then I 
should have thought the Senator need not have 


; wasted time upon it; but if it was proposed: to 
; change the language without changing the ineaning, 

it might have been allowed to pass, as a less evil 
| than would bea debate upon it. The object of the 
amendment is to restrict the territorial legislature 


king necessary provisions for its protection: so that, 
; instead of saying that “nu law shail be passed in 
; respect to African slavery,’ it should declare that 
‘no law shali be passed interfering with those 
rights of property which grow out of the instite- 
uon of African slavery, as it exists in any af the 
States of this Union.” As I stated, laws jn re- 
spect to African slavery are nice sary wherever 
such slaves are held. The Senator from Kentucky 
knows that as well as any one can; he knows that 
there are police regulations which must be enacted 


l bold 


posscasion and enjoyment of that property in his 
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new home. Weare giving or proposing to givea 
government toa territory, which act rests upon 
the basis of our right to make such provision. We 
suppose we have a right to confer power. If so, 
we may mark out a limit to which they may le- 
gislate, and are bound not to confer power beyond 
that which exists in Congress. If we give them 
power to legislate beyond that, we commita fraud 
or usurpation, as it may be done openly or covertly 
and indirectly. If Congress has no right to legis- 
late upon this question of admitting or excluding 
slaves, then why is itnot right to say that the ter- 
ritorial government created by Congress shall not, 
under our grant, legislate outside of the limit to 
which Congress may constitutionally go? Ipro- 
pose to amend this so that it shall exclude from 
the powers of the territorial legislature the right to 
interfere with the rights of property in slaves, as 
they are possessed by citizens of the United States 
in any of the States of the Union; to prevent legis- 
lation hostile to the equal right of all citizens to 
occupy and enjoy the common property of the 
United States, with any property held in either of 
the sovereign States, the true proprietors of all ter- 
ritory held by the United States. 

The Senator from Kentucky asks me if I meant 
to apply this. to the. legislation in the territories? 
Certainly I did. What elsé could I mean? Did 
I fear that Utah or New Mexico would pass laws 
against holding slaves in Mississippi? The idea 
would have been too preposterous to be supposed. 
My object was to prevent the passage of laws hos- 
tile to our rights in the territories where they have 
or may have a right to legislate—to prevent the 
passage of laws which there would interfere with 
the rights of property growing out of the existence 
of African slavery. lt was to secure rights which 
we hold under the Constitution, and to prevent 
the discrimination of a restriction against legisla- 
tion for the protection of that species of property 
to the same extent as for every other species of 
property. 

But the Senator from Kentucky has avowed his 
purpose that the lex loci shall remain; that the right 
to hold this property shall be determined by the 
leg loci. Now, this strikes me as strange, coming 
from one who, two days since, in language so de- 
cided , so eloquent, even fervent, arraigned the non- 
action policy of the Administration, which would 
leave the local law still in force. To us where is 
the difference? The Senator’s view, equally with 
the policy he condemns, would prevent our south- 
ern citizens from going there with this species of 
property; and, though I do not agree with him as 
to the continuance of Mexican laws, his position 
shows the extent to which our rights are to be re- 
spected and maintained. ‘This is important to me, 
though, in common with most southern men, | hold 
that the law of Mexico was repealed (except with- 
in the narrow limits of the relations of person and 
property preéxisting and remaining in the coun- 
try) on the acquisition of the territory. That is 
my opinion, and I hold that no political laws exist, 
in the country to which this bill refers, except 
those resulting from the legislation of Texas. The 
Senator from Kentucky holds a different opinion, 
and therefore it is to his opinion that my remarks 
apply. His object is to leave the laws of Mexico 
in force. If I misunderstand the Senator, I will 
listen to his correction. 

Mr. CLAY. The Senator understands me per- 
fectly. i 

Mr. DAVIS. Iam happy not to have misson- 
strued hiin, 1 only judged from the motion of his 
head that perhaps I had committed an error. Ido 
not, Mr. President, feel that 1 have inducement to 
labor here, at least on this occasion, to secure a 
due regard for the rights of the South. I feel it is 
as if the grain sheaf should oppose the sickle to 
oppose the dominant majority, who can, and we 
have reason to believe will, crush any proposition 
which will require explicit avowals, and be sub- 
stantially for the benefit of the South. : 

i make this amendment to the bill for establish- 
ing a government for New Mexico, to show to 
those whom I represent what are the terms of the 
law, if it shall become one; how it is construed by 
its framers; and howit rolls with immolating wheel 
over the rights of my constituents. 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, I desire to say 
only a few words. I had no purpose, sir, in any 


observations I made, to enter into any discussion | 
or consideration of the question of title on the part 


of Texas to the country this side of the Rio del 


i 


e 
Republic of Mexico and brought under our juris- | 


Norte; and my friend from Texas, therefore, 
whose zeal is entitled to the highest commenda- || 
tion in behalf of the rights of his own State, when | 
he supposes them to be either directly or remotely | 
infringed or endangered, might have saved himself 
the necessity of making any observations on the 
subject. The whole scheme, as he well knows, is | 
founded on putting aside the consideration of the 
validity oF invalidity of the title of Texas to this 
territory. The bill—that part of it which relates 
to Texas—assumes that she has a claim to the 
country, and proposes a large pecuniary equiva- 
lent for that claim. In other words, we propose 
to buy our peace with Texas; and I am sure, when 
my friend comes to consider the liberal terms we 
propose—whether Texas has a good or a bad title 
to these lands, whether that title is a valid or an \; 
invalid one—he will say that thése terms are 
such as are conceived and offered in a spirit of 
liberality. 

Now, sir, with respect to another friend—my 
friend from Mississippi—allow me to say a few |! 
words. He seems to think that there is some in- 
consistency between my present course and that | 
which I took the other day on the subject of non- | 
action. Now this subject of non-action has been 
very much misconceived, both in the country and 
in Congress. Non-action, as respects legislation || 
on the subject of slavery, is one thing—and for 
that I go; but non-action, so far as giving to these |! 

ople, separated from their connection with the | 


diction—non-action as to giving them a suitable 
government, is a totally distinct thing. 1 am in 
favor of action as respects government for the ter- |} 
ritories, but I am in favor of non-action as respects | 
the question of slavery. I think that the honora- |: 
ble Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. Davis,] when | 
he comes to consider the distinction, will see that |i 
there is no inconsistency between my present 
course and that which I took a few days ago. 
Now, sir, with respect to the amendment offered 
by the Senator from Mississippi. The Senator | 
says there is a right on the part of the slaveholder, 
in any of the slave States in the Union, to carry | 
his slaves into Utah and New Mexico, on this 
side or on the other side of the Rio Grande; that 
the Constitution of the United States has abrogated |} 
or abolished the laws of Mexico, and that, there- 
fore, in virtue of the operation of the Constitution, 
this right exists. He went on further to intimate 
that the laws of Texas perhaps privileged them, 
and that the laws of Texas might have abrogated 
the laws of Mexico on the subject of slavery. 
These are .the opinions of the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi. It is my misfortune—~and I regard it as 
one, I assure him—to have to declare that I differ 
from him. And, sir, how is the existing differ- 
ence to be settled? By that very judicial authori- 
ty to which the Senator in a former session was | 
so ready to refer it. If] am right in my supposi- 
tion or opinion in regard to the prevalence of this 
or that law, why then, when the question comes 
before the Supreme Court of the United States, to 
which it will be carried, the right to carry slaves | 
there will be disavowed. If, on the other hand, 
the Senator from Mississippi is right, either in || 
supposing that by the Constitution of the United 
States or by the local law the introduction of slaves 
is authorized, or that the laws of ‘Texas stretch | 
over the country, and authorize the introduction | 
of slaves, in either contingency the Senator will 
attain the object he proposes—the right of the own- į 
ersof slavestocarry them there. I think with these 
two chances against me the honorable Senator ought | 
to be satisfied, believing, as he appears to believe, 
that both the Constitution of the United States 
and the laws of Texas authorize the carrying of 
slaves there; whereas I go upon the ground that |! 
the laws of Mexico did stretch over there, and |: 
that the laws of Texas did not; because, although 


| supposed, after there was a restoration of the 


authority of the Crown, and a replacement of -the 
monarch on the throne—who ever supposed. that 
the laws passed during the reign of the Common- 
wealth had no force, because they were laws bya 
government de facto and not by-a government. de 
jure? However, these are questions which are: 
not worth taking up the time of the Senate to 
consider, and the simple question now before the 


‘Senate is, whether it will adopt an amendment; 


and I shall feel myself constrained to vote against 
it, although I greatly regret to differ from the Sen- 
ator from Mississippi, (Mr. Davis.) But I will 
fake his amendment as he intends to propose it, 


j and I shall vote against it upon the supposition 


that the sense which he intends to convey is.in 
fact conveyed by its language. Then, what ja that 
proposition? The proposition is, that by express 
legislative authority you shall recognize the right 
of the owners of slaves to carry these slaves into 
Utah and New Mexico; that they should be car- 
riable there by the authority of Congress; that 
they may be transported there by the authority of 


| the amendment which the Senator offers. ` 


Now, sir, I can only repeat, what 1 have often 
had occasion to say before, that while T am willing 
tostand aside and to make no legislative enactment, 
one way or the other—to lay off the territories 
without the Wilmot proviso on the one hand, with 
which I understand we are threatened, or without 
an attempt to introduce a clause for the introduc- 
tion of slavery into the territories—while I am for 
rejecting both the one and the other, lam content- 
ed that the law as it exists shall prevail; and if 
there be any diversity of opinion as to what it 
means, I am willing that it shall be settled by the 
highest judicial authority of the country. While 
I am content thus to abide the result, Í must say 
that I cannot vote for any express provision rec- 
ognizing the right to carry slaves there. 

And allow me to say to the Senators from the 
South, and to my friend from Mississippi, if he will - 
allow me to apply that expression to him, which 
I do with the most profound trath and sincerity— 
for he is not only my friend, but he was also ‘the 
friend of one who is now no more—allow me to 
ask him, sir, and the other southern Senators, if, 
with their views of what ought to be done on the 
subject of slavery, they can think it right that Con- 
gress, by an express enactment, should authorize 
its introduction into these territories? Does not 
that power, in virtue of which you would express- 
ly provide for the introduction of slavery, imply 
the converse of the proposition, and the right to 
pass a law for the prohibition of slavery? And 
yet if I have been fortunate enough to understand 
the doctrine of southern gentlemen generally, it is 
one of entire absence of all legislation upon the 
subject of slavery, either pro or con. Yet, if the 
amendment of the Senator from Mississippi be 
adopted, as I understand it, it recognizes, by an 
irresistible conclusion, the power of Congress to 
prohibit as well as to introduce slavery into these 
territories. 4 

Now, Mr. President, I appeal to the Senator 
from Mississippi upon this occasion, with the 
great object in view which animates us all with a 
great desire—a desire which is prevalent through- 
out the country—to terminate the discussion of 
these questions, and to settle them upon some ba- 


; sis of amicable accoramodation—is it worth while 


for us to be disputing about—what? The right to 
carry slaves where no man-on earth would ever 
think of carrying them—the right to carry slaves 


| north of the line delineated in the bill for the ad- 
i justment of the territorial question with Texas; 


to carry them where they cannot go, where they 
would not be held as a gift, and where labor at 
this moment, as I learn from authorities referred 
to the other day, may be obtained at the rate of 
from three to fourdollars per month? Sir, I hope 
we will not allow ourselves to be divided upon 


it may be conceded, for the sake of argument, that i 
Texas has a good title, yet she had not the pos- | 
session de facto; and I can assure him, and I can | 
put it to nobody more confidently, that there is a į] 
difference between a title without possession, and | 
the obligations of the local law, or the obligations | 
of the government de facto to maintain its author- l 
ity, notwithstanding it is not connected with the l 
title. Sir, there are numbers of cases of this kind. |; 
In the case of the Stuarts, in England, when con- if 
tending for the Commonwealth—when the throne | 
was vacated, when Charles I. was beheaded, when | 
England was under the Commonwealth, who ever i 


this unimportant question, but that we will dis- 


i pose of it in such a manner as will show that we 


are anxious to consummate the great object we all 
so earnestly desire: 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Mr. President, I 
will make a very brief reply to the remarks of the 
Senator from Kentucky, and will address myself 
first to his last position. Iam not one of those 
who hold that it is a settled fact that slaves will 
not go into these territories. Little is known of the 
interior of this country, very little of a large por- 
tion of the territory included in the limits of Des- 
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arraign, in any offensive sense, the consistency of | 
my friend from Kentucky, as [ am permitted to |! 
caithim. Inot only accepted the appellation when 
he applied it to me, but i accepted it gratefully; and 
l felt the remarks which came from bim in a sup- 
pressed voice more deeply than I can express. 
Between us there is a tie of old memories, an as- 
| sociation running back to boyhood’s days, near 


eret or Utah. We know, ‘however, by those 
| nd dear, and consecrated, so that death alone can 
| 
| 


signs which are never to be mistaken by the | 
geographer, by the character of the lower part of i 
the Colorado river, that it must drain an extensive ii 
valley, and that it must run through an alluvial |) 
koil; and we have, from the accounts of hunters | 
and others, reason to believe that there are wide- 
“spread and fruitful valleysinthatcountry. $ will 
say more, although it is perhaps likely. to increase 
the opposition to my amendment. | say, in a 
spirit of candor, that 1 believe that the valley of 
the Gila is rich in gold, and that slaves will prob- 
ably be taken there for the same purpose for |) 
which they would have been taken to California, | 
if they had not been excluded by the failure to || 
protect and the threats to prohibit that species of | 
property by Congress. But, sir, whether slaves 
go there or not, our constitutional rights are above 
the mere matter of interest involved in the ques- 
tion; Ivis said that our Revolution grew out of a 
preamble; and [ hope we have something of the 
same character as the hardy men of the Revolution, 
who first commenced the. war with the mother 
country—something of the spirit of that bold 
Yankee who said he hada right to go to Concord, 


a 
ever sever it. It is one which he well knows, and 
Í can never forget. 

But I was, from a stern sense of duty, defend- 
ing, guarding the constitutional rights of those » 
whein L represent. 1 did not intend to arraign the | 
conduct or consistency of any one—certainly not 
i to impute bad motives to any one —this is not my 
practice, and Í trust will never become so. 

Mr. YULEE. Iam glad, Mr. President, that 
this amendment has been offered. If the phrase- 
|! ology in which it is couched does not cover the 
|! object avowed by my friend from Mississippi, I 
|! hope he wiil so modify it as to accomplish that | 
i! purpose. I voted, sir, fur laying this measure 
upon the table this morning—alone, I believe, 
| 
} 


among all the representatives from the South upon | 
whether he had any business there or not, and this floor—for the same reasons which led me, || 
that go he would; and who, in the maintenance of || upon its first introduction, to express my entire | 
that right, met his death at the hands of a British |} disapproval of the scheme of adjustment proposed | 
sentinel. Now, sir, if the right to carry slaves | by the committee. It was because l could perceive, 
into these territories bea constitutional right, itis || in what was offered to our consideration, no single ; 
our first duty to maintain it. point in which a concession was made to the South || 
Bat, sir, not intending now to make any ex- || —not one. If there was one, it was a concessiog | 
tended remarks, l will briefly notice the answer of || to be implied in the clause now under considera- |: 
the honorable Senator from Kentucky. He con- |} tion, aud to which the Senator from North Carolina | 
strues me again and again as asking for a law to || (Mr. Maneum] pointed us atthe time. Lt was a 
provide for transporting and securing the introduc- || concession by implication, if any at all was meant, | 
tion of slaves inio the territory. Now, sir, what |i that the Constitution and the laws of the country | 
is the améndment? [tis to prevent the legislature i! should, within that territory at least which was | 
of the territory from legislating so as to interfere || not included in the California State bo :ndaries, 
with the right of property in slaves. It is not i cover and protect the property in slaves of south- | 
asking Congress to pass a law providing for the |, ern citizens, as they do all other descriptions of | 
introduction of slaves into the territory, but it is |} property of every other citizen of the United States. | 
asking Congress, while they are conferring the || Now, sir, the purpose of this amendment, as | | 
powers of legislation upon the inhabitants, to re- | understand it, is to discuver whether it was really | 
strict them from legislating against our rights in || the intention of the committee so to recognize the ; 
slaves—to restrict them so that they shall not in- || rights of the citizens of the South to protection 
terfere with those rizhts of property which grow || within the limits of the territories now to be es- 
out of the institution of African slavery. That is |; tablished for their property in slaves, by adopting | 
| 
| 
j 
| 
| 


the whole proposition. [ do not ask Congress to |a phraseology adequate to the purpose. If that 
legislate for the introduction of African slavery |} were not the purpose of the committee, if that be 
not the practical operation intended in the bill, 
then I call upon any gentleman in this body, upon 


j 
H 
{ 
{ 


into the territory. 1 do not ask Congress even for 
the admission or the recognition of the legal con- 
stitutional right. Frest thatupon the Constitution, 
and when that right is denied, our reply has been, ji with the purposes of the committee, or uny other 

we will test it before the constitutional umpire, the ; member of that committee, to point out a single 

Supreme Court of the United States. I claim that |) passage of the bill in which a concession is made 

territorial legislation shall not interfere with those įi to the South. You take California into the Union | 
rights of property which we have under the Con- |; with a constitution inhibiting slavery; you take | 
stitution. That right I claim to be derived from the |; territory which is now covered by the sovereignty | 
Constitution and nature of our Government, Itis |; of a State which recognizes slavery, and add it 
to the territory of New Mexico under circum- 
stances certain to resultin making it auxiliary to | 
the generation of a new free State, to be added to |; 


if 


not sought to create or provide by my amendment |. 


for any new interests. Ít is true that upon a former | 
i! 


occasion Í spoke of settling this question by di- 
viding the territory; and when Í spoke of dividing |! 


that property, I claimed that we should have on |i 


|i you require us from the South to contribute our 


| quota of the ten millions which is thus to be used | 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. But thatis not: 
now before the Senate. The subject now before | 
ithe Senate is the bill for the admission of Cali- : 
i fornia. ; 
Mr. YULEE. I was endeavoring to show that | 


there was nota single aspect in which a conces- j 


| responsible for the act, 


the power of the North; and you not only do it, | 
sir, by prostituting Texas lo your purposes, if she | 
| will permit, by an appeal to her necessiues, but |: 


: the imention of the committee to conse 


sion was made to the South, unless it be by an 
implication that the protection of law was to be 


i given to slave property within the limits of the 


territorial governments created in the bill, Now, 
sir, if that protection is not really intended, Iin- 


i finitely prefer that the admission of California 
: should come before us as a separate measure, and 


that, if she is to be admiued, she should be ad- 
mitted by the exertion of the power of the North, 
and that the North should stand upon the record 
But, sir, the honorable 
Senator from Kentucky proposes to lave our 
rights to the operation of the lex loci there. Sir, 
that concedes nothing to us, for we have now al- 
ready all which sucha provision could afford us. 

Sir, if we are only to have those rights which 
we can establish consistently with the exisung 
laws in New Mexico and Utah, we have them 
already under the existing state of things; and if, 
under the Constitution of the United States, we 
have authority to carry our slaves into those ter- 
ritories, in defiance of the municipal laws left by 


i, Mexico at the date of the cession, we have it now, 
| and we have it under the protection of the judicial 


department of the Confederacy, quite as well as 
this bill will give it. But, sir, when | hear the 
honorable Senator from Kentucky, as the chair- 
man and spokesman of that committee, declaring 
that it is his understanding that the laws of Mex- 
ico inhibiting slavery are now in force, and that 
under the operation of this bill, its introduction 
will be inhibited, and when I find in the phraseol- 
ogy of the bill, that not only is the legislature 
not permitted to repeal those jaws, but that it is 


: not permitted to adopt legislation by which we 


may be protected in the tenure of our slave prop- 
erty there, I take it that this bill will be not only a 
mockery, but an insult to my constituents, which 


: should never be sanctioned by my vote, 


But the Senator from Kentucky says he will 
not consent by his vote to extend the existence of 
slavery beyond its present limits, and into new 
territory. Aud why not? Will the presence of 
slavery taint the soil? Will it be contaminating 
to those who go from the North, to mingle with 


© southern emigrants who carry slaves with them ? 


If so, and if this sentiment prevails in the North, 
the union of these States, in fifteen of which 


+ Slavery exists, is a contamination, in northern 


opinion, and their political connection with us 


| Should cease. But certainly, sir, if I am not much 
i `: mistaken, the Senator has very much changed of 
| the chairman of the committee, who is conversant | 


late in the tenor of his opinion upon this sulject. 
If Lam not much mistaken, there wasa time when 
he maintained the right of the southern citizen to 
carry with him into all the territories of the Union 
his slave property, and when he eloquently and 
vehemently urged the recognition of that right, ag 
due not only to their prerogative as citizens of the 
Union, but as due also to humanity towards the 
blacks, Whose condition would be improved, as he 


| claimed, by diffusion. 


lam quite distinct in my recollection that such 
was the position taken by the Senator trom Ken- 
tucky during the pendency of the Missouri con- 
troversy, at which time the Senator was a mem- 


. bër, and I believe, the Speaker of the other House, 


And now, sir, in the present day, upon an ac- 


‘quisition of territory under circumstances much 
; more impressive of our right ta a joint: participa- 
i tion than was the case in reference to the territory 
“4 of Louisiana; when we seek, from a due regard to 


the advantage of the three millions of beings 


4 placed by Providence under our guardianship, and, 
‘in vindication of the political rights which we 


hold under the constitution, we demand that wr 


i Shall be protected inthe right to colonize the terry 
|; tories which belong to ug in common, and to be 
i secured in our property there, we are met by the 

assertion of the chairman of the commit; 


» that 
he will not consent, and [ presume it was pot 


vty that by 


any vote of this body, or by any phrescology of 


: this bill, the existence of xlave property shall 


pass beyond its present imitation. Sir, we are 
forced to the conviction that this compromise does 


bot meet the great and radical issue which hes at 
the bottom of the agitauon now stirring the two 


great sections of the Union; and that isa, whether 
the South shall henceforth be restricted in her 
right of colonszation, and whether the opporunuty 
and the means of further addition of siaye States 
to the Union shall be embarrassed and prevented 
by the legislation ef Congress? 


1850. 


1007 


Sir, I hope my friend will persevere in his 
amendment, and that we shall bring the Seriate to 
a direct vote upon it; and according as the votes of 
the members of the committee shall be announced, 
we shall judge whether it was the purpose of that 
committee to give what would be the only conces- 
sion offered by this bill to the South, the protec- 
tion of law to our slave property within the limits 
of the territories established in it. 

The debate was continued at some length by 
Mr. FOOTE, whose speech will be found in the 
Appendix. 

Mr. YULEE briedy replied. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuorspay, May 16, 1850. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 


MARSHALS OF THE TERRITORIES. 


Mr. THURSTON rose and said, he held in his 
hand a joint resolution, which he asked the unan- 
imous consent of the House to, introduce at this 
time, and of which he would ask the adoption. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
when the marshal of any territory shall have failed to give 
bond as required by law, all funds to be disbursed in such 
territory, aud which by law would be deposited with the 
marshal of such territory for disbursement, may be placed 
in the bands of the governor of such territory for disb-rse- 
ment until the marshal thereof shali have filed his bond in 
pursuance of law. * 

Objection was made. 

So the resolution was not introduced. 

Mr. BURT rose, and was recognized by the 
Chair, but said he would yield the floor for the 


moment to the gendeman from Virginia, [Mr. | 


Bayty.] 

Mr. BAYLY said that he had not risen exactly 
to an amendment of the Journal, but to a kindred 
question. The “ Congressional Globe” was the 
official register of the proceedings of this House, 
published under the authority of the House, as a 

ublic document; and where mistakes were made 
in the statement of the proceedings~he did not 
allude to speeches, for members had a right to 
make their speeches such as they pleased—where 
mistakes were made in the statement of proceed- 
ings, he thought that the House was the proper 
lace in which to make the correction. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman might pro- 
ceed by unanimous tonsent, 

Mr, STANLY rose to inquire of the Speaker, 
what was the question before the House? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia [Mr. Bayty] asks the unanimous consent 
of the House to correct a statement of proceed- 
ings of yesterday, published in the “ Globe”? of 
this morning. 

Mr. BAYLY. 
of a motion. 

Mr. STANLY objected, remarking, as the re- 
porter understood, that the gentleman from Virginia 
{Mr. Bayzy] could make the correction by a note 
in the “ Globe.” . 

Objection being made, Mr. B. took his seat.* 


It is not a speech; but a notice 


* House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, May 17, 1850. 
Sır: Yesterday, in the House, as soon as the 
Journal was read, | obtained the floor, and pro- 
ceeded to say that I had not risen exactly to a cor- 
rection of the Journal, but to a kindred matter. 


The Congressional Globe was the official register | 


of the proceedings of the House, published under 
its authority, and passed through the mails as a 
public document; and where mistakes are made in 
the statement of its proceedings—tdid not allude 
to speeches, for members had ‘the right to put 
theit speeches, where no one but themselves are 
concerned, into such shape as pleased them—but 


where mistakes were made in the record of reso- | 


lutions, I thought the House itself, where the 
witnesses of the transaction were present, was the 
proper place to make the correction. : 

At this point, Mr. Sranzy, of North Carolina, 
objected to my proceeding; and as ł could only 
proceed by unanimous consent, | was compelled 
to take my seat. But for his objection, I should 
have shown that there was an error in Your report 
of the debate of the day before, very unjust to me 
—an error for which your very able and accurate 
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THE FRONTIER. 


Mr. BURT rose and said, that -he felt it to be 
his duty, as chairman of the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, solemnly to call the attention of the 
House to the existing state of affairs on the fron- 
tier of our country. He was not willing to re- 
main silent here, and take the responsibility for 
the atrocities which were now committed there, 
without being shielded by the determination of the 
House. There was upon the Speaker’s table a 
bill from the Senate, kindred to one which had 
been reported from the Committee on Military 
Affairs of this House, having reference to this 
subject. He asked the unanimous consent of the 
House to take up Senate bills on the Speaker’s 
table, with a view to their reference, without de- 
bate, to the appropriate committees. 

{The bill to which Mr. Burt more particularly 
referred, was a bill to increase the rank and file 
of the army, and to encourage enlistments. } 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be on 
taking up such bills on the Speaker’s table, for 
the purpose of reference, as would not give rise to 
debate. If the motion was assented to, any bills 
which might give rise to debate would, as a mat- 
ter of course, be passed over. 

Mr. BURT. My motion is simply to refer the 
bills to the appropriate committees. 

The SPEAKER. TheChair so understands the 
motion. 

Mr. JONES objected. 

Mr. BURT, (to the Speaker.) Is itin order to 
move to proceed to the consideration of particular 
business on the Speaker’s table? 


Reporters were not responsible, I am sure; for the 
report of which | complain bears internal evidence 
of having been prepared by Mr. Moons himself. 
The concluding part of his remarks, and what 
immediately followed, is thus correctly reported 
in the Republic : 

“ He (Mr. Moore) expressed the hope that the resolution 
of his coileague (Mr. Cavin] would pass. If it be vored 
down, be would “move tual the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to inguire into the expediency vf re- 
porting an increased duty on iron, and substituting specific 
for ad valorem duties. 

“Mr. BAYLY begged leave to say that the resolution 
should tucet with no Opposition trom him. 

“Mr. MCLANE was anxious for a vote on the subject 
pending. If it was not disposed of to-day, it would remain 


| On the Speakers table, blocking up legisiaiion, 


“Mr. STANLY wished to ack Mr. Bayty, whether be 
meant, when he said that the resolution of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania should meet wiih no opposition from 
him, that he was in favor of aa increased duty on iron? . 

“Mr. BAYLY. Notatall. £ am merely willing to in- 
quire into it.” 

-In Mr. Moorg’s own report of the resolution 
he gave notice he would offer, he entirely changed 
its character; and consequently placed me, whose 
response to it your reporter correctly gave, in a 
false position before the country. He thus re- 
ported the proceeding: 

“And he (Mr. Moore) would here give notice to the 
House, that if that amendment tailed, he would move to 
amend the motion of the gentleman from Virginia, who 
proposed to refer it to the Committee of Ways aud Means, 
suv that the committee should be instructed to report u bili 
increasing the present duty on iron, aud making them spe- 
cife instead of ad valorem. 

“Mr. BAYLY. l beg teave in advance to say, that the 
resolution ot the gentleman Irom Pennsylvania [Mr. Mooke) 
will meet with no opposition from me.?? 


It will thus be seen that he changed the whole 
character of his resoluuon, from one of inquiry to 
one which left us no discretion, and by doing 
so, placed me in a false position before the coun- 
try. 

New; sir, I do not object to Mr. Moors’s alter- 
ing his speeches, in the report of them, to suit him- 
self; but he has no right to alter, upon your per- 
manent record, recurred to oftener than the Journal 


itself, a resolution to which l had assented, and |! 


thus place me in the position of agreeing to a prop- 
osition of which I had never heard a werd. 

I desired to make this correction in the presence 
of Mr. Moore and of the House, where the pro- 
ceeding occurred, and where it was obviously 
proper I should have made it. 1 accordingly ex- 
plained to Mr. Sranty privately the correction t 
wished to make, and asked him to withdraw his 
objection; but he declined. Ihave consequently 
no remedy against misrepresentation but in your 
publishing this note in the Congressional Globe. 

Your obedient servant, 
TH. H. BAYLY. 

Joun C. Rives, Esq. 


The SPEAKER said; under unanimous con- 
sent, the House could proceed to ‘the considera- 
tion of business on the Speakers table at this time, 
The motion, however, was not properly in order, 
until the expiration of the morning hour. A. mo-. 
tion would then be regularly in order. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, suggested 
that, in that event, bills on the Speaker’s table 
from the Senate would not have precedence. The 
messages from the President of the United States 
would be first in order. 

The SPEAKER said, that by reference to the 
27th rule gentlemen could see what the order of 
business on the Speaker’s table was. The mes- 
sages would be first in order. — 

Mr. THOMPSON. Precisely so, 

Mr. BURT. lask the unanimous consent of 
the House, as I suppose | may, that the bill to 
which I have referred may be taken up and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs, The 
committee will meet to-morrow morning. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. McCLERNAND suggested to the gentle- 
man from South Carolina [Mr. Burt] that all the 
Senate bills upon the Speaker’s table, without re- 
striction, should be taken up and referred. 

Mr. BURT (referring to the objection which 
had been made to his motion) said: Then I trust 
that, when it shall be in order to move to proceed 
to the consideration of business on the Speaker’s 
table, the House will express its own sense, and 
overrule objections made in this way. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the com- 
mittees in their order for reports, commencing 
where the call was last suspended. 

Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of the legal represen- 
tatives of Robert S. Burrough and Stephen Hop- 
kins; which was read a first and second time by its 
title, referred toa Committee of the Whole House, 
and, With the report accompariying, ordered to be 

rinted. 
p Mr. NELSON, from the Committee of Claims, 
made an adverse reporton the claim of James Jones, 
of Tennessee, which was ordered to he on the 
table, and be printed. The report was accompa- 
nied by a resolution granting the petilioner leave 
to withdraw his petition and papers; which was 
adopted. 

Mr. McLEAN, of Kentucky, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, reported the following bills; 
which were severally read a first and second time 
by their titles, referred to a Committee of the 
Whole House, and, with the reports accompany- 
ing, ordered to be printed, viz: 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of John H. Pratt, deceased; 

A bill for the relief of the administrators of Oli- 
ver Lee, deceased; and 

A bill for the relief of Isaac Cook and others. 

On motion by Mr. McLEAN, of Kentucky, the 
Committee of Claims was discharged from the 
further consideration of the following petitions, 
and they were ordered to lie on the table, viz; 

The petition of David Melville, of Newport, 
Rhode Island, praying remuneration for extra ex- 
penses paid by him whilst gauger and weigher at 
the aforesaid place; . 

The petition of Henry Richardson, praying for 
the pay ment of the usual fees paid to custom-house 
officers, as informer in the case of John French 
during the year 1831; and 

The petition of Thomas M. O’Brien, asking re- 
muneration for lost time in consequence of not be- 
ing employed upon the public buildings, for which 
purpose he was brought to Washington city under 
agreement, i 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of Melvina Cruzat; 
which was read a first and second time by its title, 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, and, 
with the bil] accompanying, ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. HUBBARD, the Committee 
of Claims was discharged from the further consid- 
eration of the petition of Isaac Hill, praying for re- 
muneration for damages sustained by him through 
the annulment of a contract made with the Post- 
master General, for furnishing blanks; and it was 
|| referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
li Post Roads, 

Mr. PHOENIX, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported the following bills; which were 
i severally read a firat and second time by their titles, 
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referred to a Committee of the Whole House, and, | 
with the reports accompanying, ordered to be | 

inted, viz: ; nee 
Prt pill for the relief of Child, Farr, & Co., of 
St: Louis, in the State of Missouri; 

A bill for the relief of James W. Low and oth- 
ers, for the capture of the British private armed 
achooner. Ann, during. the late war with Great 
Britain. 3 . 

Mr. PHCENIX also reported a bill to authorize | 
the issuing of a register to the barque Cornwallis; 
which was read. a first and second ume by its tide, | 
with a view to its reference. 

Mr. P. said that the vessel was ready for sea, | 
and was merely waiting for a register. Hehoped, 


assage. i 


The SPEAKER said thatthe bill would be read |; 


through. ; 

Mr. JONES moved that the bill be referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. J. was proceeding to speak, when 

The SPEAKER said, the gentleman would sus- 
pend his remarks until the bill had been read. 

The bill having been read— 


Mr. JONES said, he supposed that this bill was | 


THE DEFICIENCY BILL. 
A message waa received from the President of 


the President had approved and signed a’ bill 
making appropriations to supply certain deficien- 
cies of appropriations for the current fiscal year. 
On motion by Mr. PHCENIX, the Committee 
on Commerce was discharged from the further 


| consideration of the memorial of Andrew A. Jones, | 
| for compensation for extra services as a clerk, and . 


! it was referred to the Committee of Claims. 
On motion by Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, the 


| further consideration of the following petitions and 


The memorial of F. Gilbeau and others, pray- 
‘ing that the right of drawback be extended to 
: Eagle Pass, in Texas; 


: sachusetts, for relief’ on account of the illegal con- 
_demnation of his schooner Director, by the Brit- 
: ish Government; 

The petition of Thomas & Co., Abrahams and 
others, of Kittery, Maine, praying for permission 
to erect a bridge from Sconey’s Island, to the 


like another which had been réported from the | 


same committee some time since—that it was a || : À ; 
life and death case with the owners of the vessel, |! the amount paid by him and his brother, Robert 
that a special law should be passed, giving her a || Newell, for interests and costs of suits on custom- 
ji 
i 
i: refunded to them; 


The petition of William S. Payne, for the res- : 


register. He (Mr. J.) had understood, on that 
occasion, that the Committee on Commerce had 
determined to take up the subject, and report some 
general bill, authorizing the issue of registers to 


vessels which had been built in other countries, | 


but had been repaired in the United States. He 
could see no reason why a general Jaw should not 
be passed; It could be passed as expeditiously as 
one of these special bills, and the Congress of the 


United States would be thereby relieved from | 


this continual special legislation, authorizing the 
granting of registers to these vessels built in for- 
eign countries. He hoped the bill would be referred 


to the Committee of the Whole-on the state of | 


the Union, and that no more special bills of this 
description. would be passed. 

Mr. PHCENIX said that the subject of a gener- 
al provision by law for granting registers to ves- 
sels under these circumstances, had been brought 
to. the consideration of the Committee on Com- 


merce, but as yet the committee had not been able | 
The vessel, as he had stated, was : 
He questioned the propriety of £ 


to act upon it. 


ready for sea. 


detaining her, with a view to have the general |. 
subjectacted upon. A delay of some weeks would |: 


probably take place, and great loss would result : 
to the owners. He appealed to the good feeling | 
of the House to let the bill be put upon its pas- i 
sage. i 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the motion 
of the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Jongs,] ; 
that the bill be referred to the Committee of the : 
‘Whole on the state of the Union. i 

The question was taken, and decided 
negative, without a division. i 

So the House decided that the bill should not be | 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
staté of the Union. 

And the question recurrin 
to a third reading-—— 

Mr. JONES moved to amend it by striking ou 
t Cornwallis” (as the name of the ship) and in 
serting “ Martin Van Buren.” 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, said that the gen 
teman from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] had submitted | 
the very proposition which the petitioner himself | 
had asked—that the name of the vessel should be | 


in the. 


changed. But it was an improper and an incon- || 


venient practice, and led to great confusion. 
affurded the owners of bad vessels an opportunity 
to cheat the insurance offices. He hoped that 
the bill would be put upon its passage. 

The question was then taken on the amend- 
ment and was decided in the negative, without a 
division. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading at 


this time, and, having been read a third time by 
the title, was passed. 


vote, and that that motion be 


laid u the table. 
dt was ordered accordingly. ia a 


| 


H 


: , bea wat F . . i 
g on ordering the bill ` tion of the memorial ot Josiah Sturges, and others 
“in the revenue service, praying that the pension 


; laws may be made applicable to those in that ser- 


It: 


navy-yard at Kittery, Maine; 


| The petition of Thomas Newell, praying that 


‘house bonds, after their failure in Savannah, by 
order of the Secretary of the Treasury, may be 


'i toration ofa fine imposed upon him for a violation 
j; of the coasting laws; 
i, The memorial of the Chamber of Commerce of 


i: Charleston, praying Congress to take into consid- 
li 


i! eration the treasury circular in relation to the col- 
li 

i warehhousing system; and 

: The memorial of Lieutenant O. Peters, of the 
United States revenue service, asking that he may 
receive pay for the time he was improperly dis- 
missed from that service. 

On motion by Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, the 
Committee on Commerce was discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition of Gorham 
Coffin, and other citizens of Nantucket, mostly 
shipmasters, praying that there may not be any 
l: change in the prime meridian for Jongitude for 
nautical purposes, in the Nautical Almanac to be 
computed at the National Observatory; and it was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. McLANE, the same com- 
» mittee was discharged from the further considera- 


| 
i 
| 
| 
| 


tion of the memorial of certain underwriters, and 


others engaged in commerce, residing in Baltimore, 
Maryland, praying for an increase of salary to the 
United States judge at Key West. Aiso, from 
the memorial of certain delegates of Boston, Phila- 
: delphia, and Charieston, and from J. W. Dennis 
and other citizens of Schuylkill county, Pennsyl- 
vania, asking for a capitation tax on foreign immi- 
grants. And they were severally referred to the 


, Committee on the Judiciary. 


On motion by Mr. McLANE, the same com- 
mittee was discharged from the further considera- 


vice; and it was referred to the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions. 

Mr. McLANE also, from the same committee, 
reported the following bills, which were severally 
read a first and second time by their titles, referred 
toa Committee of the Whole House, and, with 

i the reports accompanying, ordered to be printed, 
nz: 

A bill for the relief of Ira F. Horton; and 

A bill for the relief of S. Morris Waln. 


BLACK WARRIOR RIVER. 


Mr. McLANE also, from the same committee, 
` to which was referred Senate bill entitled “ An act 
giving the assent of Congress tothe town of Tus- 


' caloosa, Alabama, to lease a portion of the margin 


of Black Warrior river,” reported the same back, 
without amendment, and with a recommendation 


mate = by the committee th i ‘ a 
Mr. PHCENIX moved a reconsideration of the i : ee that the bill be put upon its pas 


sage. 


Mr. JONES said he understood the object of 


i this company to be to bring coal to Tuscaloosa, | 


the United States, by the hands of Colonel Briss, | 
his Private Secretary, informing the House that | 


Com fhittee on Commerce was discharged from the | 


therefore, that the bill would be put upon its | memorials, and they were ordered to lie on the | 


i, table, viz: 


The petition of Job Denner, of Rockport, Mas- ; 


lection from the merchants the expenses of the ` 


“and to have a place on the margin of the river as 
a depót from which they could sell coal to the citi- 
zens, or to the boats ontheriver. Jf thia was the 
object, he had no objection tothe bill. Buti the 
` object of the bill was to give this incorporated 
“© company authority to erect a warehouse for the 
` purposes of a general receiving, forwarding and 
: commission business, he was opposed to it. 
: Hence his amendment. 

Mr. McLANE asked the attention of the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee for asingle moment. The 
: object of the road was not to carry eval alone; no 
i doubt the coal transported over the road would 
find its place in the depét. Butif the depot was 
‘ confined to coal alone, all other articles woud have 
obe left out of the depot. The grant by the bill 
| was of so much of the land as was necessary fur 
‘the business of that road. It was town property 
i! now; and the town would only grant as much ss 
i, the town might deem judicious for the road. 

A single additional remark only, as he was sure 
| no further explanation could be necessary. “This 
" reservation extended two or three miles along the 
| margin of the river; if, therefore, this grant were 
! not made, the people of the town would have to go 


i 


beyond the limits of the reservation, a mile and a 
half either way, to receive their merchandise trans- 
| ported over this road and bring it into town. 
-There could be no objection to the passage of the 
H bill. 
| Mr. CONGER asked for the reading of the bill. 
The bill was read accordingly. 
Mr. SACKETT called for the reading of the 
law making the original grant. 
The law was read. 
Mr. SACKETT said that the object and inten- 
tion of this original grant, it was very manifest, 
could not be investigated and understood by the 
i| House without an examination into the effects 
' which it produced upon the city and upon those 
interested. He saw that the law originally grant- 
ing this land, especialiy provided that in case it 
' was used for any other purposes than those specified, 
| it should revert to the United States. Now, this 
' bill might be right or it might not be; he could not 
say whether it was or not. The House were not 
able to determine the question at present; they 
knew nothing about it. He asked that this bill 
' go to the Committee of the Whole for examina- 
» tion. 
: Mr. INGE said that the bill had passed the 
Senate unanimously; that it had come to the 
House, and some objections being made to its 
ʻi passage because it had not undergone the examina- 
tion of a committee, it had been referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. The Committee on 
Commerce had given the whole subject a full ex- 
amination, and they had now unanimously reported 
the bill to the House, and unanimously recom- 
mended that it be put on its passage. This biil 
had received all the examination usually bestowed 
upon the most important matters of general inter- 
est; and yet the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
Sackett} was not satisfied, but insisted that this 
bill had not been sufficiently examimed ! He (Mr. 
I.) had explained the bill the other day: the House 
then understood it: he had not understood a mein- 
ber of this House to object to the bill, or te con- 
trovert his explanation! The only ground taken 
by any member was, that the bill should be referred 
to a committee for the purpose of examination, 
That had been done; and as he had said, the com- 
mittee had unanimously reported back the bil, 
and unanimously recommended that it be now put 
upon its passage. It was unnecessary to suy uny- 
thing in explanation of the amendment of the 
; gentleman from Tennessee. The House, he was 
: satisfied, understood the bill, Tuasmuch as thts 
| debate could lead to no good result, he moved the 
previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered—beiny first on the ref- 
erence of the bill to the Committee of the Whole. 

The question was taken and decided in the 
negative. 

So the House refused to refer the hill, 

The question recurring on agreeing to the amend- 
ment of Mr. Jones, was taken and decided in the 
negative. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The bill’was then ordered to be read a third 

‘time, and having been read by ite ute, 
The bill was passed. 


| 
| 
| 
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